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FOREWORD 


HEN THE OPPORTUNITY AROSE for Dorling 
Kindersley to collaborate with Oxford Univer- 
sity Press on an illustrated dictionary, it seemed like a 
perfect marriage of talents. The harnessing of the 
complementary strengths of the two houses gener- 
ated the possibility of creating a new landmark in this 
area of publishing. I believe that this has been 
realised. The double branding of Oxford, the 
most renowned name in the world for the 
English language, and DK, recognized as a 
quality imprint on illustrated home refer- 
ence, offers the reader not only care, 
expertise, and high production values but 
also a volume that reaches beyond the 
traditional confines of a language-only 
dictionary. 
This is dictionary with 
pictures. [he rationale behind the choice 
of illustrations has been as rigorous as for 


no mere 


word selection. ‘To have added pictures , 
whose value was simply decorative would 
not have afforded any benefits beyond the 
coffee table. The selection of images has 
been governed by their usefulness, their 
accuracy, their capacity to bring the unfa- 
miliar to life, their potential for expand- 
ing a definition, for shedding light on the 


obscure, or illuminating those dark 
corners where the reach of verbal 
description is challenged. Illustration 


panels have been created to provide a 

wide range of themes with additional information: 
the wordfields of annotation placed around images 
expand the reader’s vocabulary; cutaway diagrams 
and cross-sections deepen understanding and add 
detail to a variety of subjects; galleries of images 
demonstrate the diversity between objects or types 
defined by a single word. 

These benefits are genuinely substantial, and the 
fact that the dictionary itself is a handsome object to 
have and to hold is an additional bonus. We are 
proud to be associated with it. 


CHRISTOPHER DAVIS 
PUBLISHER, DORLING KINDERSLEY 


STAINED-GLASS WINDOW 


HE TEXT OF THE Dorling Kindersley Illustrated Oxford 
Dictionary has ~ like that of all Oxford dictionar- 

les — benefited from Oxford’s unrivalled language 
research programmes. Oxford dictionary editors rely 
on a wide range of editorial tools to extend our 
knowledge of English as it is used throughout the 
world. Central to these is the Oxford World Reading 
Programme — a 60-strong international network 
of readers who send new words, idioms, ex- 
amples, and meanings to Oxford’s editorial 
offices for Once © sufficient 
evidence has built up to extend or alter an 
existing meaning or to add a new entry, 
specialist lexicographers undertake further 
research on the item, from pronunciation 


analysis. 


to etymology. Disputed facts are often 
checked with the Oxford Special Subject 
Advisors — a 150-strong international 
consultative body working in renowned 
institutions such as the Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew, London, and the IBM 
Laboratories. Finally, new entries are 
deposited with The Oxford Bank of New 
Words, the database that feeds 
editions of all Oxford’s 
including this one — and which, at any one 
time, holds over 3,000 authenticated new 


new 
dictionaries 


words. 

Using computer  search-and-analysis 
techniques, Oxford’s lexicographers also 
consult databases of real language to 
research complex aspects of grammar, usage, and 
meaning. ‘he Oxford Historical Corpus is used to 
investigate archaic words and holds the texts of some 
700 titles dating from medieval times to the early 
twentieth century. A corpus of American English 
clarifies differences between American and British 
English, while the British National Corpus, repre- 
senting every kind of writing and speech in English, 
answers questions on current English. ‘Together, 
these databases ensure definitions and guidance to 
usage are as authoritative as possible. 


THOMAS WEBSTER 
PUBLISHING DIRECTOR FOR REFERENCE. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY 


How TO USE THE DICTIONARY 


ape FOLLOWING PAGES (8-14) illustrate and explain all 
the features and conventions that are used throughout 
this dictionary — from the structure and content of individ- 
ual word entries to a complete list of abbreviations. ‘The 
ILLUSTRATED DICTIONARY itself appears on pages 15-972, 


NEw SECTION 

Each alphabetical section of the dictionary 
begins on a new page, and is introduced by a 
large capital letter to make it easier to find. | 


ALPHABETICAL ORDER — _ | 


and is followed by a comprehensive selection of ready- 
reference material (pages 973 -1007). With the exception 
of feature panels (see opposite), all illustrations appear in 
alphabetical order, and can be found below or adjacent 
to the precise definition to which they are relevant. 


jagu: 


jackal » Lany ol various wild dughkt mammal ol Jacobite 4 fu1 supporter of James ILot Engla: 


alr hasan valle 


jatkaroo 
ona shee 


jackass 


Words are listed in ‘letter by letter’ 
alphabetical order, with spaces 
and punctuation disregarded. 


——— = 1 


QUICK-REFERENCE GUIDE TO WORD ENTRIES 


word to 
be defined 
(headword) 


pronunciation 
guide 


indicates part of 
speech (e.g. noun, 
e verb, adjective) eS 


word entry 


jacuzzi /ja-koo-zi/ n° (pl. jacuzzis) propr. 
a large bath with underwater jets of water 
| to massage the body. [named after C. Facu: x: 
US inventor, 1903 86] 
jade! e 1 1-p a hard usu. green 
indicates ———stone composed of silicates of 
definition is calcium and magnesium, or of 
illustrated sodium and aluminium, used 

for ornaments and imple- 

ments. 2 the green colour of 
introduces neu ——jade-e adj. of this colour. 
part of speech [from Spanish puedra de | 
(e.g. adjective) yada ‘stone of the flank’. 

ic. stone for colic (which 

was believed to cure)| 
jade* n.1 an inferior or 

aout horse. 2  derog. 
: pee 
bold numbers << 4—tisreputable == woman. 
[Middle English] 

jaded aj. tired or worn out; 


introduce different 
senses of the same 


18'LH- 
CENTURY MEXICAN 


JADE: 


word (letlers may surleited. O jadedly ad. JADE MASK 
also be used Jadedness : - = 
for further jadeite n. a green, blue, or white sodium alu- 
SpVbicieaare minium silicate form of jade. & crn 
of meaning) jag’ @ 7. a sharp projection of Teck ctc, @ air 


Jagged, jagging) 1 cut or tear uncvenhys2 make 
{ndentations in, |Middle English] o jagger 2. 
jag? n. esp. US collog. 1 a bout of drinking, 2 a 
‘ Yperiod of indulgenetein an activity, emotion, ete. 


LZ 3 abundle (of hay, togs, ete] 6th-ce ane 
ubundle fof hay, logs, ete>: ent AYE 
numerals denote / g c fol hay, logs, et] 6th-century coinage | 


words ape It the 
same bul reith 
differen! meanings 


jagged adj. 1 with an unevenly cat or torn edge, 
2 ck na indented. o jaggedly adv. jaggedness u. 

jaggy ad). | jaggier. jJaggiest) I = jwcov, Palo 
jaggie, Si _ prickly 


For a fuller explanation, and examples 

of all the elements that may be found in 

a word entry, sec pages 10 13. A complete 
list of abbreviations appears on page | 4 


cross-reference to 
more common form 


of headreord 


—— indicates status 
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\ moneduta 

_ plural form jackeroo vai | 

jacket @n 1a « slerw 
cr 


Feige 
( ay Lrenh 


of word 


wath the skin on 

Jack Frost » 

e° kfruit 
vl, 


trast pers 


vesirutt 
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explains origin of 


nny; 4 portabh neu 
word (etymology) Lesage 
pat keua-tte-be ms dagure that springs out ¢ 
ome oe i a JADE: Min 
— jackknife @ a “knives 1 a large oa Trees 
_ 2 dive in Re Bene at the syn jadedness 
ni ekaited knifing |jadeite 1 bite sediun. al 
jt wat 1 sell an PUNE ste 
ie pene MY jag’ e» 


 jauging I 


lager 


2 
jack-o’-lantero 1a wills 
he w sp 20 pumpkin lantern 
jack plug » 1 jiuy lor use esp 
. . . midee ' a 
illustration adjacent Sasi ys 1 aaa ann ae 
; Tdi ply meni jngucily wh jaggedness 
to word entry jackpor jaggy om) jaggier. jaggiest I - ivan) 2 tal 
= a Jaggre \ prickly 
fACINTH hit the yackpot 1 LT sl Mc if an pe 


Wave rertarhabl ime 
form of poker, wet 


_ tllustration label 


Jack Russell 


[ok Russell 


introduces deriwalive a 

Jorms (as here) 07 jackstone 1 os small 1 

phrases thal use fi 2 sams Bn 
every Jack tary 4 

the word i) jack Jacobean e Joon 
fet at at Jinnes ‘ ° 
Lanchst un sd fron 


IAGUAR Panthers ina 


~ cross-reference lo 
word entry in which 
a related illustration 
appears 


PICTURE LABELS 
‘The exact form of the 


indicates \phere of 
use and how used 


headword appears first 
in picture labels, in 
bold type. 


FEATURE PANELS 


Feature panels give more detailed explanations of words, 
and often employ larger illustrations or series of illustrations 
to aid understanding, Associated vocabulary may be intro- 
duced in the picture annotation. Feature panels appear on 
the same double-page spread as the word defined; picture 
symbols (e.g. &) indicate the direction in which to look. 


PAGE HEADINGS 

The left-hand page heading identifies 
the first word entry to appear in full 
on that page; the right-hand heading 
identifies the last entry to appear. 
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jawbone / 
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Japlish no blend of Japanese anc 
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| KEY TO SYMBOLS 


Introduces a headword where a 
relevant illustration can be found 


| @ Introduces a new part of speech 


(e.g. noun, verb, adjective) 


Indicates that a definition is illus- 
trated, and in which direction to 


look 


Introduces a section containing 
phrases or derivatives 


Introduces a usage note (sce right) 


Jupiter is the largest, most massive planet in 


HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY 


Pl Of fa) OS Wp BH A 


huge storm systems — which encircle the 
planet parallel with the equator. Jupiter has 
two faint rings, and is orbited by 16 known 
moons, of which Ganymede, Callisto. Io, 
and Europa (the Galileans) are the largest. 


the solar system. Its rapid rate of rotation in 
9 hours 55 minutes causes the clouds in its 
atmosphere to form dark, low-altitude “belts” 
and bright, high-altitude ‘zones’ both with 
gaseous atmosphere 
(mainly hydiagen 
and helm) . 


red 

JUpirer, WITH sth 

INTERNAL STRUCTURE 
RLV ALD 


outer mantle 
(liquid hydrogen 


hiph altitude 
and helium) —_ 


cloud 
halo ring plume cloud 
main 
ring 


OLAR SYSTEM 


> iP Boo a 


\Jup 


\ 
\ white oval 


\ Great Red Spot 
éstorm system rock eur ; } 


7 ( 


MARGINAL MARKERS 
\lphabetical sections are easily 
located by using the coloured tabs, 
which are positioned further down 
the page with each new letter. 


~~. SEPARATE ENTRIES 
Compounds are given their own entry, 
rather than beimg grouped under one 
general heading (c.g. jawbone appears 
separately, rather than under jaw). 


USAGE NOTES 


usage notes are placed between horizontal 
lines after main part of entry 


jobber ». |1 (in the UK) a principal or wholesaler 
dealing on the Stock Exchange. 2 US a a whole- 
saler. b depog. = wroKik 2. 3a person who Jobs. 


m Usage! The term jodber in sense | was officially 
replaced by broker-dealer in 1986, broker-clealers 
being enuted to act as both agents and principals 
in share dealings, 


Usage notes directly after word entries alert the 
reader to a difficulty or controversy attached to 
particular uses; they are not intended to prescribe 
usage. Further notes on gramunar and style appear 
on pages 1002. 1007 of the REFERENCE SECTION, 


HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY 


These two pages contain examples from the dictionary, 
illustrating all elements found in word entries. Annotation 
identifies the typographic style and location of each part, 
and explains the editorial approach where appropriate, 
Proper names are not listed in the dictionary, but only 


HEADWORDS 


DIFFERENT FORMS 


headword different forms of the 
printed in variant spelling headword are given for 
bold type (where applicable) different parts of speech 


cosy (US cozy) @ adj. (cosier; cosiestN) comfort- 

able and warm. 2 derog complacent; eXpedient, 
self-serving. 3 warm and friendly. @ 7. (pi. *ies) a 
cover to keep something hot, esp. a teapot or a 
boiled egg. @ utr (-ies, -ied) (often foll. by along) 
collog. reassure, esp. deceptively. [originally Scots] 
a cosily adv. cosiness n. 


symbol introduces derivative forms of the 
headword (as here) or phrases (see below) 


O fizzle out end feebly. 


fizzle @ v.intr. make a feeble hiss. @ 7. such a ae 


symbol introduces phrasal verb (or 
idioms and derwatives elsewhere} 


foreign headword printed 
in bold italic type 


pronunciation guide (with 
stress indicated in bold type) 


idée fixe /ce-day feeks/ n. ( pl. idées fixes pronunc. 
same) an idea that dominates the mind; an,obses- 
| sion. (French, literally ‘fixed idea’] 


indicates that pronunciation ts the same, 
despite change in form of headword 


compounds are entered as headwords in their 
own right, rather than under general headings 


| zoom lens n. a lens allowing a camera to zoom by 
| varying the focal length. > camcorDER 


DIVISION OF ENTRIES INTO DIFFERENT SENSES 


letters are used to indicate 
closely related subdivisions 
ee within a sense 
} Lan . = 
bull’ e x, 1 a“an uncastrated male bovine animal. 
b a male of the whale, elephant, and other large 
animals. 2 (the Bull) the zodiacal sign or constella- 
tion Taurus. 3 the bull’s-eye of a target. 
4 Stock Exch. a person who buys shares hoping to 
sell them at a higher pxice later. @ atirib.ad). like that 
of a bull (bud/ neck), [from Old Norse boli] 
bull? n, a papal edict. [from Latin bulla ‘rounded 
objeet’] \ 
- 
superior numerals are used 
to denote separate entries for 
words spell the same but with 
different meanings or origins 


different senses are numbered, 
and ordered by currency or 
comparative significance 


a 


spelling change 
applicable to a 
specific Sense 


10 


those vocabulary items to which they have given rise (e.g. 
Jonah). More detailed information on forms and labels 
appears on pages 12-13, and a list of abbreviations on 
page 14. Grammar and style are further clarified on 
pages 1002 -1007 of the REFERENCE SECTION. 


LABELLING 


PARTS OF SPEECH (E.G. VERB, NOUN, ADJECTIVE) 


labels indicate intransitive 
and transitive subdivisions 
of a verb. 

oe 


2 = 


a bullet introduces each 
successive part of speech 
within a word entry 


slant ev 1 ints slope; lie or go obliquely. 2% cause 
to do this. 3 ¢ (often as slanted adj.) present (infor- 
mation) from a particular angle esp. in a biased or 
unfair way. @ 7. 1 a slope; an oblique position. 2 a 


point of vig, esp. a biased one. @ adj. sloping, 
oblique. 9/on a (or the)|slant aslanit. [Middle 
English; 2: from Old Norse 
new part / grammatical form new part 
of speech mm common use of speech 


part of speech indicating function 
of compound headword 


blue blood 7. 1 noble birth. 2 a person of noble 
lineage. 0 blue-blooded adj. 


part of speech of derivative 
form of headword 


USAGE ADVICE WITHIN WORD ENTRIES 


grammatical 
information 


bracketed information 
indicates subject area(s) 


stitch e 7. l\a < (in sewing or knitting or crocheting 
etc.) a single\pass of a needle or the thread or loo 
etc. resulting\ from this. > Knrminc. b a p 
method of s wing or knitting etc learning a 
new stitch). 2 (usu. in pl.) Surgery éach of the loops 
of material used in sewing up a wound. 3 the 
least bit of clothing (hadn't a stitch on). 4 an acute 
pam in the side of the body inducedMay running 
ete. @ 7 Lyalso absola sews make stitches iny>2joim 
or close with xutches, 0 in stitches collug. lalla 


subject label 


ing unconupllably, stitch up 1 joi or mend] ee 
by. sewing ér stitching. 2 Brit. slang cause (a person) ulustrates 
how word 


ged with a crime, esp, by informing} “ 
or mamafacturing evidence cheat, (Old English]{ — % 45ed 
0 stigcher zn. stitchery n. 


% 


label indicates wh 
absolute use of 
verb wath object 
implied not stated 


\ label alerts reader 
lo particular status 
(register) of word 


geographical label 
identifies main 
area of use 


FBI addz. (in the US) Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


] bracketed comment specifies country 
associated with the defined institution 


conscious ad. 1 awake and aware of one’s/ 


conscius ‘knowing with others or in oneself’) | 
O consciously adv. 


indicates limited use 
of word in this sense 


use restricted to predicative 
position in this sense 


| 
fond azj. 1 ( predic.; foll. by of) having affection or a 


iddie English, from obsolete 
ndly adv. fondness n. 


fon ‘to be fodkish’} 0 


adjective used attributively 
in these senses 


Boy MOLOGY 


The etymologies aim to highlight noteworthy features m the 
history or composition of the headword, of particular interest 
in terms of origin, sense, form, etc. Information common to a 
set (e.g. exclaim, exclamation, exclamatory) is not repeated 
where neighbouring entries provide ease of reference. Cross- 
references are kept to a minimum and speculative derivations 
are not pursued. Notes on etymology are given in square brack- 
ets at the end of the main entry, before any derivative forms; 
examples of various types are shown below. 


aardvark n. a nocturnal mammal of southern ; 
Africa, Orycteropus afer, with a tubular snout and 
long extensible tongue, that feeds on termites. Also 
called ant-bear, earth pig. > Mammac. {Afrikaans, from 
aarde ‘earth’ + varken ‘pig’) 2 


etymology given in square brackets 


banal /bi-nahl/ adj. trite, feeble, commonplace. 
[originally in sense ‘compulsory’, hence ‘common 
to all’] o banality n. (p/. -1es). 


] etymology appears before derwative forms 


blotto adj. slang very drunk, esp. unconscious from 
drinking. {20th-century coinage] 


etymology 


hornpipe 7. 1 a lively dance (esp. associated with 
sailors). 2 the music for this. [Middle English: 
originally the name of a wind instrument partly 
of horn] 


etymology 


surroundings and identity. 2 (usu. foll. by of, or tha specifies 

+ clause) aware (conscious of his inferiority). 3 {of} formula for 
actions, emotions, etc.) realized or recognized by} grammatical 
the\doer (made a conscious effort not to laugh). [from|, construction 


STRUCTURE OF ENTRIES 


CROSS-REFERENCES 


variant spelling 
appears as bold 
headword 


aging var. of acEING. 


headword where 
definition appears 


decanal adj. 1 of a dean or deanery. 2 of the south 
side of a choir, the side on which the dean sits. 
[based on Late Latin decanus (see DEAN)| 


indicates further information is to 
be found at headword named 


antonym given for consultation 


statics 7.pl. (usu. treated as sing) 1 the science of 
bodies at rest or of forces in equilibrium (opp. 
pyNaMics la). 2 = sTATIC n. 


small capitals used to 
indicate headword entry 
appearing elsewhere 


calves pl. of catr!, cate. 


\. 
is 


s irregular forms appear as cross-referenced 
/ bold headwords, when they are three or more 
entries away from main headword 


- cross-reference to the noun sense 
of the headword static 


if 


trodden past part. of TREAD. 


PICTURES 


symbol indicates that definition 
2s illustrated, and pounts in 
direction of illustration 


calyx n. (also calix) (f/. calyces or calyxes) 1 Bot. ¥ 
the sepals collectively, form- 
ing the protective layer of 
a flower in bud. 2 Biol. 
any cuplike cavity or 
structure. [from Greek 
kalux ‘bud case, husk’] 


headword given 
in bold type 


CALYX 
AROUND A 
FLOWER BUD 


illustration 
label 


fisher n. 1 an animal that catches fish, esp. the 
pekan, a tree-living N. American marten, Martes 
pennanti, valued for its fur. > mustetm. 2 archaic a 
fisherman. 
| 


| symbol introduces headword where 
relevant illustration appears 


HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY 


A guide to pronunciation is given for difficult words. ‘The 
pronunciation given represents the standard speech of 
southern England. It is shown between diagonal slashes, 
usually just after the word itself. Words are broken up into 
small units, usually of one syllable. The syllable that is 
spoken with most stress in a word of two or more syllables 
is shown in bold type, like this. An apostrophe (’) is 
occasionally used to show either a slight break between 


The sounds represented are as follows: 


a asin cat ec asin meet 


A asin ago eer asin beer 1 asin leg 


ah asin calm er asin her 


air ayin hair ew asin few n asin not 


ar asin har ewr asin pure 


kh asin loch 
m asin man 


ng asi sing, finger 


sounds, as in /sy-ki-k’l/ for psychical, or that two letters are 
pronounced with their own separate sounds (and not as 
they might appear when together), as in /s’yoo-doh/ for 
pseudo or /th’ee-ta/ for theta. A consonant is sometimes 
doubled to avoid misinterpretation, as in /day-iss/ for 
dais. Vhe pronunciation of a word is sometimes indicated 
by giving a well-known word that rhymes with it, as in 

/ rhymes with root/ for woof 2. 


or asin corn uu asin book 


ow asin COW Vv asin van 
oy asin boy w asin will 
p asim pen y asin yes 


r asin red or when preceded by a 


aw asin law 
ay asin say 
b asim hat 
ch asin chin 
d asin day 
e asin bed 
& asim taken 


f asin fat 
@ asin get 
h asin hat 
i asim pm 
I asin cye 
jam jam 
k asin king 


nk asin thank 
oO asin top 

6 asin lemon 
oh asin most 
Oo} asin join 

00 asin soon 
oor asin poor 


S asin sit 

sh asin shop 
t asin top 
th asin thin 
th asin this 
u asin cup 
ti asin circus 


consonant = I as in cry, 
realize 

yoo asin unit 

yoor asin Europe 

yr asin fire 

z asin zebra 

zh asin vision 


—~ - 


LABELS 


— = =) 


These are used to clarify the particular context in which 

a word or phrase is normally used. They appear in italic 

type, often in abbreviated form (an alphabetical list of all 
abbreviations is given on page 14). 


SUBJECT 

Some subject labels are used to indicate the particular relevance of 
aterm or subject with which it is associated, e.g. Vas. (music), Laz, 
Physics. They are not used when this is sufficiently clear from the 
definition itself. 


GEOGRAPHICAL 

The geographical label Bri. (British) indicates that the use of a 
word or phrase is found chiefly im British English (and often im 
other parts of the Commonwealth) but not in American English. 
Sinchicates that the use is found chiefly in American English but 
notin British English execpt as a conscious Americanism. Other 
gcographical labels, such as -lwsfral. (Australian) and Canad. (Can- 
adian) show that use is generally restricted to the area named. 


REGISTER (E.G. FORMAL, SLANG, DISPUTED) 

@ formal, collog., slang 

Words and phrases more common in formal (esp. written English) 
are labelled formal. Those more common in mformal spoken Eng- 
lish are labelled collog. (colloquial) or, especially if very informal or 
restricted to a particular social group, slang. 

@ coarse slang, offen 

Two categories of deprecated usage are indicated by special mark- 
Ings: coarse slang mdicates a word that, although widely found, is 
still unacceptable to many people: offen. (ollensive) indicates a use 
that is regarded as offensive by members of a particular religious, 


— ee 


ethnic, or other group. Words regarded as offensive have not been 
excluded from the dictionary; instead they have been included and 
marked for the information of the reader as basic guidance. 


e disp. . 

Where usage is disputed or controversial, disp. (disputed) alerts the 
user to a danger or difficulty; any further information is given ina 
usage note at the end of the entry (see page 9). 


Sly LE 

@ liferary, poet. 

Words or phrases found mainly in literature are indicated by literary 
whereas poet. (poetical) indicates that use is confined generally to 
poetry or other contexts with romantic connotations, 

@ joc., derog. 

Where use is intended to be humorous, the label joc. (jocular) is 
given: derog. (derogatory) denotes the intentionally disparaging 

use of the word or phrase. 


CURRENCY 

@ archaic, hist. 

For words that have lost currency except perhaps in special con- 
texts such as legal or religious use, archaic is given; hist. (historical) 
clenotes a word or use that is confined to historical reference, 
normally because the thing referred to no longer exists. 


STATUS 

@ prop. 

The label propr. (proprictary) indicates a term that has the status 
of a wade mark (see the Note on Proprietary Status on page 4). 


FORMS 


In general, different forms of nouns, verbs, adjectives, and 
adverbs are given when the form is irregular (as described 
further below) or when, though regular, it causes difficulty 
(as with forms such as budgeted, coos, and taxis). 


PLURALS OF NOUNS 


For nouns that form their plural regularly by adding -s (or -es when 
they end in -s, -x, -z, -sh, or soft -ch), the plural form is not shown. 
Other plural forms are given, notably for: 


@ nouns ending in ~ or -o (e.g, alibi, gazebo). 

@ nouns ending in Latinate forms such as -a and -um 
(e.g, amphora, ileum). 

@ nouns ending in the suffix -y (e.g. colloquy). 

@ nouns with more than one plural form (e.g, fish, aquarium). 

@ nouns with plurals showing a change in the stem (c.g. foot). 

@ nouns with a plural form unchanged from the singular form 
(e.g. sheep). 

© nouns ending in -ful (e.g. handful). 


FORMS OF VERBS 
The following forms are regarded as regular: 


e third person singular present forms adding -s to the stem (or -es 
to stems ending in -s, -x, -z, -sh, or soft -ch). 

@ past tenses and past participles dropping a final silent e and 
adding -ed to the stem (e.g. changed, danced). 

@ present participles dropping a final silent eand adding ig to the 
stem (e.g. changing, dancing). 


‘ 


Other forms are given, notably for: 


@ verbs that change form by doubling a consonant (e.g. bat, 
batted, batting). Where practice differs in American usage 
this is noted (e.g, at caval). 

@ verbs with strong and irregular forms showing a change in the 
stem (e.g. go, went, gone). 

@ verbs ending in -y that change form by substituting -2 for -y 
(e.g. try, tries, tried). 


COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE OF ADJECTIVES 


For the following regular forms, changes in form are not given: 
e Words of one syllable adding -er and -est (e.g. greater, greatest), 
@ Words of one syllable dropping a final silent e and adding -er and 


-est (e.2. braver, bravest). 


Other forms are given, notably for: 


e Those adjectives that double a final consonant (e.g. hot, hotter, 
hottest). 

e [wo-syllable words that have comparative and superlative forms 
in -er and -est (of which very many are words ending in -y, e.g. 
happy, happier, happiest), and their negative forms 
(e.g. unhappy, unhappier, unhappiest). 


Specification of the above forms indicates only that they are avail- 
able; it is usually also possible to form comparatives with more and 
superlatives with most (e.g. more happy, most unhappy). 


ADJECTIVES IN -ABLE 

These are given as derivative forms when there is sufficient evi- 
dence of their currency, and as headwords when further definition 
is called for. In general they are formed as follows: 


@ Verbs drop silent final -e except afier c and g (e.g. movable, 
abridgeable). 
e Verbs of more than one syllable ending in -y (preceded by a 


consonant or qu) change y to z(e.g, enviable). 


A final consonant is often doubled as in a normal form change 
(c.g. conferrable, regrettable). 


PREFIXES, SUFFIXES, AND COMBINING FORMS 

A selection of these is given in the main body of the text; prefixes 
are given in the form ex-, re-, eic., and suffixes in the form -able, 
-ably, etc. 

For a usage note on combining forms see the entry COMBINING 
FORM in the dictionary itself. 


HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY 


Mest abbreviations appear in italics. 


Abbreviations in general use (such as etc.) 


are explained in the dictionary itself. 


abbr. abbreviation 
abyol. absolute 
adj. achective 
adv, adverb 

| Aeron. —_______ Acronautics 
Amer. American 
Anat. ___— Anatomy 
Anglo-Ind. _______ Anglo-Indian 
Anthropol. ________ Anthropology 
Antig. ________ Antiquities; Antiquity 
Archaeol. __________ Archaeology 
Anhut. Architecture 
assim. assimilated 
wlstral. Astrology 
Astron. —___. Astronomy 
attrib. _____________ attributive(ly) 
atirtb.ad). _ attributive adjective 
Austral. Australian 
Allan 
bibl. Bibbeal 
Buchem. ______ Biochemistry 
Bul. __________ Biology 
Bol. Botany 
Brit. British 
Canad. Canadian 
Chem, -________. Chemistry; chemical 
Cinematog. Cinematography 
called. collective 
collog. -_______ _ colloquial 
comb, ____ combination; combining 
compar. comparative 
compl. _._ complement 
con. ——______.__ conjunction 
on contraction 
Crystallog —___.. Crystallography 
derog, ________ ___ derogatory 
a determiner 
i, eS dialect 
disp. ___________ disputed 
Eccl, - Beclesiastical 
Qh —_ Ecology 
Econ. _______. __ Economics 
Electr. _____ Electricity 
ellipt. elliptical(ly) 
emphat. emphatic 
Engin. Engineering 
esp. = especially: 
euphem. euphemistic 


fem. feminine 
Soll. followed 
Geog. Geography 
Ce eer ed COLONY: 
Geom. Geometry 
L Gk ee ee GGak 
Can Crammer 
Aust. History 
" have. with historical reference 
imper. imperative 
infn. ___ ____ infinitive 
ml. mteryecuion 
interrog. interrogative 
interrogad). ______ interrogative adverb 
interrog. pron. _______ nterrogative pronoun 
in. intransitive 
hh. Irish 
won. Irontcal 
(UR = —— jocular 
marc. masculme 
Math. __.. Mathematics 
ech, == — Mechanics 
Med. = Medicine 
Afeteorol. _______ Meteorology 
NG) Military 
Mineral. — Mineralogy 
Mus. Music 
Afythol. ______ Mythology 
it: ee ——— noun 
No Amer North American 
Naut. _________ Nautical 
neg, negauve 
N.Engl. —— Northern English 
meu neuter 
ee TOUMp luna 
Kx —______ New Zealand 
offens. .______ offensive 
opp. _____________ opposite; (as) opposed (to) 
ong. —____ originally 
Parl, _._________ Parliament 
part. oe _ participle 
past part, past participle 
Pharm. Pharmacy; Pharmacology 
Philol. Philology 
Philos. __ _. _.. Philosophy 
Phonet. — Phonetics 
Photog. Photography 
PANES ee phrase 


phis. 

Phytol. 

pl. 

poet. 

Polit. 

poss. 

prec. 

PTE, 
predie. 
predic.ad), . 
prep. 

pres. part. 
pron. 


pronunc. 


propr. 
Psychol. : 


RO GH. 
ref. — 
rel.adv. - 
rel.det. 
Relig, 
rel.pron. 
Rhet. 
Iii 


S.Afr 

Se. 

Sci. 

Sing. — 

Stock Exch. - a 
super. 

yy mnb, 


Te 
Thean. 
Theol, 
Oo. 


aes 


Wy, 


cay. 
VAUX 


vintr. 


v.réfi. 


UT. ae 


Wind. 
Kool. 


phrases 
Physiology 


plural 

poetical 

Politics 

possessive 

preceded 
predeterminer 
predicate; predicative(ly) 
predicative adjective 
preposition 

present participle 
pronoun 
pronunciation 
proprietary term 
Psychology 


Roman Catholic Church 
reflexive 

relative adverb 

relative determiner 
Religion 

relative pronoun 
Rhetoric 

Roman 


South African 
Scottish 

Science 
singular 

Stock Exchange 
superlative 


_ symbol 


Television 


Theatre 


- Theology 


transitive 


American; United States 
usually 


verb 

variant(s) 
auxiliary verb 
intransitive verb 


_ reflexive verb 


transitive verb 


West Indian 
Zoology 


THE ILLUSTRATED 


DICTIONARY 


—______ objective 


lens cell 


Zi telescope tube 


i, declination 


seiting circle 


illuminator Th attachment 
_ cradle 
equatorial 
mount 


finder 
qy- Scope 


right ascenston 
yelling circle 


‘ polar axis 
Scope 


eveprece 


/ 
focusing / 


haan 7 knob 
weight | pirit sta? 
azimuth \ level diagonal 
fine- 
adjustment 
tripod 


knob 


tripod brace 


TELESCOPE 


P the 
ale 


ot C2 major & 3 t rst i potheri al 
p n it i} 4 ae i tee 
Of roads che marks, et 5 usu.a 1 
the first known quantin. 6 a human blood type { 
the ABO sv from A to B trom one place t 
another. from A to Z over the entire range 
Cl np! ly 
A® A. 1 n 9d = 3 answe 
4 atone 
Ayu il 
AG Ost) 
a’ Iso an bx rvowel called 
] SO t ws hic ring 
at 


Usage N 


aardvark m m 
\ ( | 
yt) \l 


Aaron's rod 
freatrn ' 
Sa 


take aback 


SUI 


Old tI 


abacus abacuses Wa 


ABACUS 


aberration 


ABBEY 


The lavout of buildings within an abbey three sides are buildings housing a refectory 
and kitchens. a dormitory, anda chapter 


house. Other buildings within the complex 


complex often follows a 
Essential to the 
with a cloistered quadrant adjacent to it. 


CONUMON pattern. 


pattern is the abbey church, 


might include an abbots house and a 


Surrounding the hostel for visiting pilgrims. 


quadrant on the 


remdalhng 


_ . LT PH-CENTURY ENGIISH ABBA 
abaft in the stern half of ref abbreviation 1 oan abbreviated form. esp. a 
eae wart al \iddl shortened form of a word or phrase. 2 the process 
Sue k OF Tent ibbreviautine 
abalone al-a-loh-ni Vamolluse of the genus ABC! 7 iphabet. 2 the rudiments of any 
Halietix, with a shallow ear-shaped shell lined witl subject. 3 an alphabetical ee 
nw r-of-pe Rotate. ric m ABC 1 Aust van Broadcasting € porauion 
un .Americ Spans 2 American Bre nng Company 
abandon e Lx: up abdicate <.f vive up or renounce the throne. a 
completely or | ( ple- dui. et {based on Laun dicare ‘to declare’) 
won ! = abdication 
4} = 
2 I teScl abdomen ». 1 the part af the body containing the 
Up rap ; } stomach, bowels, reproducave organs, etc. 2 Joo/. the 
a 3 a - : 7 ae 
DUNN . 9 & § Uys s hinder rt of an inseet, crustacean, spider, 
; 
con romet b > IN {Laun)] ®abdomuinal 
OlLesSCU Myo iN ad Dassiol = : . } 
ABALONE sHt11 : ot abduct carry off or dnap a person Wegalh 
or u tack ¢ n : ' F 
| < = \ A by force ¢ t puoi [based m Laun ahbdi 
ibn eat est 1 Whe Tes . 
are a ‘ ‘ld a led awa\’] co abduction 77. abductor 
COYtist xt 1] Vel oe % _ = 
Ee : abeam often foll. by on a line at right 
under control] G abandonment ; * : ae 
: : angles to the middle a ship's an aurcraft’s 
abandoned a person or behaviour unre- lenetl 
strained, protlivat A } ily mn 5 ee 
i _ abed « hate in bed. [Middle Enghsh] 
abase KS hurmalrate 1 grade bas on > ys 
; abele 7. th wplar, } vased of 
Late Lau tof stat n abasement ear 
abash abashed mbarras ; 
; ee Ol ne : Aberdeen Raeis Van f a Scottish 
Meer ; a irenen ha a : Pia “Gre 
breed of hor ai ss black beef catde. [from 4 
abashment : 
é : Angus, ner Scottsh count 
abate i Re nake or beca 19 
vere, ete. 2 t. Lax a quast l 
bp n 11 linn ; 
abatement 
abattoir ab-i-mah/’ om a slaug Ist 
ieeaich 
abbacy fl -ies the office. jurisdiction 
; 
abbatial 
471 } Te 
abbe } 1 by ; ul 
abbess 
commun 
abbey Hk ley ABERDEEN ANGUS 
\ 1 rhs et | 
HUN ifsc 3 ( i Aberdonian e «éj. of Aberdeen. e 7. a native o1 
\— | 
aberrant stem tated 
abbot ctl why head af an abber or Nort t |from L. ( f- ‘straving 
1 \n abbot- ‘| DC aberrance ». aberrancy 
eee ° : i 
ship aberration 7. 1 a departure from what is normal 
abbreviate 1 or accepted Y 1 as | 1 moral a; 


abet 


at one focus because of a defect in a lens or mirror. 
4 Astron. the apparent displacement of a eclestial 
object from its true position caused by the 
observer's relative motion. [from Latin aberralio| 

abet «./: (abetted, abetting) (usu. in aid and 
abet) cncourage or assist (an offender or offence). 
[based on Old French Aeler ‘to bait| 0 abetment n. 
abetter n. (also abettor). 

abeyance ». (usu. prec. by in, info) temporary clisuse 
or suspension. [based on Old French abeer ‘to aspire 
alter | 

ABH abdr. actual bodily harm. 

abhor 1/, (abhorred, abhorring) regard with 
disgust and hatred. [based on Latin horrére ‘to shucl- 
der] o abhorrer 7. 

abhorrence 1. 1 cliszust; detestation. 2 a detested 
thing. 

abhorrent ad. (often foll. by fo) (of conduct ete.) 
inspiring disgust; repugnant, hateful, detestable. 

abide «. (fas! and past parl. abided or rarcly abode 
1 & (usu. in neg or inlerrog) tolerate, endure. 
2 intr. (foll. by by) act in accordance with (rules ete. 
or a promise). 3 intr, archaw dwell. [Old Enelish| 
0 abidance un. 

abiding ad). enduring, permanent (an abiding sense of 
loss). D abidingly ad:. 

ability 7. (p/. -ies) 1 (ofien foll. by fo + infin.) capac- 
ity or power. 2 cleverness, talent; mental power 
(a person of great ability, has many abilities). [related 
to vat 

-ability sw/fix forming nouns of quality from, or 
corresponding to, acjectives in -able (capability; 
vulnerability). 

ab initio /a\) in-ish-)-oh/ adv, from the beginning. 
| Latin} 

abiogenesis 77. 1 the formation of organic matic: 
without the action of living organisms. 2 the supposed 
spontaneous generation of living organisms. 

abject adj. 1 miserable, wretched. 2 degraded, self 
abasing, humble. 3 despicable. [from Laun ahjectus 
‘rejected’| o’abjectly ad:. abjectness n. 

abjection 7. a state of misery or degradation. 
{based on Latin abjectus "rejected" | 

abjure 2./, renounce on oath (an opinion, cause, 
claim, etc.). [based on Latin jurare “to swear’| 6 ab- 
juration pn. 

ablation 7. 1 the surgical removal of bocly tissue. 
2 Geol. the wasting or crosion of a glacier, iceberg, 
or rock by melting or the action of watcr, 0 ablate 
viz [based on Latin ablatus ‘carried away’ | 

ablative Gram. en. the case (esp. in Latiny of nouns 
and pronouns (and words in grammatical agree- 
ment with them) indicating an agent, instrument. 
or location. e@ adj. of or in the ablative. 

ablaut ». a change of vowel in related words or 
forms, arising from differences of accent and stress 
in the parent language. e.g. in sing, sang. sung. 
{German, based on Lau/ ‘sound’ | 

ablaze predic.adj. G adv. 1 on fire (sel it ablaze, the hou. 
was ablaze). 2 (ofien foll. by cez/h) elittering. glowing, 
radiant. 

able ad. (abler, ablest) 1 (often foll. by /o + infin,, 
having the capacity or power (was nol able ta come). 
2 clever, skilful. [based on Latin habére to hold’] 

-able suff forming adjectives meaning: 1 that may 
or must be ( forgivable; payable). 2 that can be made 
the subject of (objectionable). 3 that is relevant to ot 
in accordance with (fashionable. 4 ‘with active 
sense, in earlier word-formations) that may comfort 
able, suitable). 

able-bodied «¢). fit. healthy: 

able-bodied rating 7. (also able-bodied sea- 
man). Vau/. a rating able to perform all duties. 

abled adj. having a full range of physical or mental 
abilities: able-bodiccl. 

ableism 7. \also ablism, discrimination in favour 
of able-bodied people. 

ablution 2, (usu. in p/.) 1 the ceremonial washing of 
parts of the body or of sacred vessels ete. 2 callog. 


the ordinary washing of the body. [based on Latin 
(uere ‘to wash’| 0 ablutionary ad). 

ably ad. capably. cleverly, competently. 

eably suffix forming adverbs corresponding to 
adjectives in -able. 

ABM abbr. anti-ballistic missile. 

abnegate 2/1 give up or deny oneself (a pleasure 
ete.). 2 renounce or reject {a right or belief). 
[based on Latin negare “to deny’| 5 abnegation n, 
abnegator 1. 

abnormal «adj. deviating from what is normal or 
usual: exceptional. [from Greek andmaloy ‘anom- 
alous’| G abnormally adi. 

abnormality 1. (//. -ies, 1 an abnormal quality. 
occurrence, ete. 2 the state of being abnormal. 

Abo (also abo) Austral. slany affens. @ n. (pl. Abos, an 
Aborigine. @ adj. Aboriginal. 

aboard ad:. & prep. 1 on or into (a ship. aircrali. 
train, etc.). 2 alongside. [Middle English] 

abode! n. habitual residence: a house or home. 
Jverbal noun of vai] 

abode? fas! of wwii. 

abolish 2/7 put an end to sesp. a custom or institu- 
tion). [from Latin abolére “to destroy’| 0 abolish- 
ment ”, 

abolition n. the act or process of abolishing or 
being abolished. 

abolitionist 1. a person who favours the abolition 
of esp. capital punishment or formerly; slavery. 
a abolitionism ». 

abomasum =». | //. abomasa, the fourth stomach 
of a ruminant. & et ivast. [modern Latin] 

A-bomb 7. = \t0o Bown. 

abominable adj. 1 detestable; loathsome; morally 
reprehensible. 2  collog. very bad or unpleasant 
(abominable weather). [based on Latin abominart ‘to 
deprecate | 0 abominably ad. 

Abominable Snowman 27. an unidentified 
manlike or bearlike animal said to exist in the 
Himalayas; a yeu. 

abominate 7/7, detest, loathe. [based on Latin 
abominaly “deprecated as an ill omen’| 

abomination 7”. 1 an object of disgust. 2 an odious 
or degrading habit or act. 3 loathing. 

aboriginal e adj. 1 inhabiting or existing in a land 
from the earliest umes or from before the arrival of 
colonists. 2 Aboriginal of the Australian Abori- 
ginals or their languages. @ 7. Lan aboriginal inhab- 
itant. 2 Aboriginal, = worti:. 2.3 Aboriginal 
apy of the Australian Aboriginal languages. 

aborigine /ab-cr-ij-in-ce/ n. usu. in pl.) 1 an 
aboriginal inhabitant, plant. or animal. 2 Abori- 
gine) an aboriginal inhabitant of Australia. [from 
Latin, probably from ab ongme trom the beginning | 

abort 7. 1 int. avof a womam undergo abortion: 
miscarry, brof a foetus, suffer abortion, 2 fa cllect 
the abortion of ja foetus; b eflect abortion in 
ia mother). 3a. cause to end frumtlessty or prema- 
turely. b it end unsuccessfully or prematurely. 
4 Hi. (also ahsol.) abandon or terminate (esp, a space 
Night) before its completion, [based on Latin abarties 
‘clisappeared. miscarried | 

abortifacient e ad). cflecting abortion. @ 1. a drug 
or other agent that effects abortion. 

abortion 7. 1 the expulsion of a foctus naturally o1 
esp. by medical induction, from the womb before it 
is able to survive incdependendy, esp. in the first 20 
weeks of a human pregnancy. 2 a stunted o1 
deformed creature or thing, 

abortionist 1. a person who carries out abortions, 
esp. illegally, 

abortive adj. 1 fruitless. unsuccessful, unfinished. 
2 resulting in or from abortion. 0 abortively ad. 

ABO system n. a system of four types A, AB. B. 
and ©, by which human blood may be classified, 
based on the presence or absence of certain Inher- 
ited antigens, 

abound ini. L be plentiful. 2 foll by a, rch. (com, 
be infested. [from Latin abundare ‘to overflow | 


ABS 


about e prep. 1 a on the subject off in connection 
with (a book about birds... b relating to (something funny 
about this). © in relation to symmetry about a plane.. 
dso as to aflect fwhat are you going to do about i), 2 ar 
a time near to (come aboul four;. 3 a in, round, 
surrounding ‘a'andered about the town: a scarf about her 
neck), b all round from a centre ‘look about you, 
4 here and there in (toys fying about the house; 5 ata 
point or points near to ( fighting gomg on about ws). 
6 carried with (have no money ahout me, 7 occupied 
with (eehal are you aboul?,. @ adv, 1 a approximately, 
b collog. used to indicate understatement ‘jus! about 
had enough, 2 here and there (a lol of flu about: I've 
veen him about recently). 3 all round: in every direction 
‘look about, 4 on the move: in action woul and about... 
5 in partial rotation or alteration from a given posi- 
tion he rerong way aboul,. 6 in rotation or succession 
turn and turn about). 7 Naut. on or to the opposite 
tack (go about, pul about; 0 be about cu/log. have as 
its Most important aim (0s abou! caring), be about 
to be on the point of (doing something, \weas about 
to laugh). {Old English] 

about-face en. G vinx esp. OS= wor eres ne. 
@ it, = Wor [-TURN. 

about-turn e 7. Ta turn made so as to face the 
opposite direction, 2 a change of opinion or policy 
cl. @ 7, make an about-turn. @ i/. about turn 
Afi. a command to make an about-turn. 

above e prep. 1 over; on the top off higher than; over 
the surface of. 2 more than above average, 3 higher 
in rank, position, importance, etc, than, 4 a too 
great or good for yabove one’s station, ts nol above cheat- 
ing). b beyond the reach off not affected by (abave my 
understanding. above suspricion,. @ ade. Vat or to a higher 
point; overhead (he floor abuve the clouds above, 2 vol 
a text reference, further back on a page or ina book 
as noted above, 3 on the upper side (looks senilar above 
and belie), 4 literary in heaven (Lard above! ). 
@ ad). mentioned earlier; preceding (the above wgu 
ment, @ n.iprec, by the) what is mentioned above he 
above holds lrue,. 0 above all more than anything 
else: most of all. above one’s head see ii..p. 
above oneself onccited, arrogant. [Old English| 

above board «ai/. © adz. without concealment; fan 
or fairly; open oer openly: 

abracadabra »!/, a supposcdl, magic word used 
by conjurors in performing a trick. [Latin, from 
Crreck| 

abrade #2. scrape or wear away by rubbing. [based 
on Latin radere “to scrape} 0 abrader n. 

abrasion 1. 1 scraping or wearing away. 2 a damaged 
area resulung from this. [related to wwe vor | 

abrasive e adj. 1 a tending to rub or graze. b cap- 
able of polishing by rubbing or grinding, 2 harsh 
or hurtful in manner @ 7% an abrasive substance. 
[related to yur vn | 

abreaction 7. schol. the free expression and 
consequent release ol a previously repressed 
emotion. finlluenced by German. threagerung 
o abreact :./), abreactive adj. 

abreast adi. P side by sicle and facing the saine way. 
2 a (often foll. by ceih, up to date. b fell. by of well 
informed tabreast of all the changes). [Middle English 

abridge ¢/). shorten (a book. film. ete.) [based on 
Latin Aerts Short’ | 0 abridgeable ad. abridger 1. 

abridgement ». also abridgment 1 a shortenc:! 
version, esp. of a book; an abstract. 2 the process 
of producing this, 

abroad ad:. 1 in or to a foicign country or coun- 
tries, 2 over a wide area: in different directions. 
3 at Jarge: in circulation. a from abroad from 
another country, [Middle English| 

abrogate 7./, repeal. annul. or abolish a law or 
custom,, [based on Latin sggae “to propose a law’ | 
0 abrogation ». 

abrupt ad. 1 sudden and unexpected; hasty 
his abrupt departne), 2 (of speech, manner. cte., lack- 
ing conunuity; curt. 3 steep. [from Latin abrupt 
‘broken off | 0 abruptly adi. abruptness n. 

ABS «ly, anti-lock braking svstem) for motor vehicles 


abscess 


ABSCESS 


An abscess is a sac of pus formed from 
destroyed tissue cells. The destroyed cells 
are the result of a localized infection, and 
are made up of leucocytes and micro- 
organisms, such as bacteria. A pyogenic 
membrane, or lining, contains the pus. 
pyogenic membrane — 


f a _ small 


abscess 


tfadirnies 


snus 
dermis 


wubcutaneous B \ large abscess 
fatty tissue 
SLOLTION OF HUMAN SKIN SHOWING A 
COLLAR-AND-SPUD (DOUBLE) ABSCESS 


abscess rn. A a swollen area accumulating pus 
within a body tissue. [from Latin ahyessus “a going 
away’, from the eliniination of bad matter yia the 
pus] 0 abscessed ac). 

abscissa 7. (f/. abscissae /-sce/ or abscissas) 
ath. (in a system of coordinates) the shortest 
clistance from a point to the vertical or y-axis; the 
y-coordinate (cf orpme). [from modern Latin 
abscissa (linea) ‘cut-off (hney] 

abscission 7. the act or an instance of cutting off, 
[based on Latin scindere seiss- “to cut’| 

abscond ¢:in/r. depart hurriedly and furtively, esp. 
unlawfully or to avoid arrest. [from Latin abscondere 
‘to hice, put away’| 0 absconder 1. 

abseil /ab-sayl/ esp. Bri/. @ v.intr ¥ descend a steep 
rock face ete. by using a doubled rope coiled round 
the bocly and fixed at a higher point, or by using 


_ protective helmet 


, descendeur 


climbing harness 


high grip 


climbing bouts 


ABSEIL: CLIMBER VBSEILING 


modern variable friction devices. @ 7. a descent 
made by abseiling. [from German abseilen, based on 
Sel ‘rope | 

absence n. 1 ihe state of being away from a place 
or person. 2 the duration of being away. 3 (foll. by 
of) the non-existence or lack of. o absence of 
mind inattentiveness. [from Latin absentia] 
absent e adj. /ab-sént/ 1 (often foll. by from) not 
present (at or in). 2 not existing. 3 inattentive. 
e vrefl. /ab-sent/ 1 stay away. 2 withdraw. [based 
on Latin abesse “to be absent’] D absently ado. 
(in sense 3 of ad).). 

absentee 7. a person not present, esp. one who is 
absent from work or school. 

absenteeism 7. the practice of absenting oneself 
from work or school ete., esp. frequently or dlicitly. 
absentee landlord 7. a landlord who lets a prop- 
erty while living elsewhere. 

absent-minded ad. habitually forgetful or in- 
attentive; with one’s mind on other things. 
oD absent-mindedly ad: absent-mindedness 7. 
absinthe 7. (also absinth) a green anisced- 
flavoured liqueur originally made with wormwood. 
[from Greek apsinthion ‘wormwoad’| 

absolute e ad. 1 utter, perfect (an absolute fool). 
2 unconditional, unlimited (absolute authority). 
3 despotic; ruling arbitrarily or with unrestricted 
power. 4 (of a standard or other concept) univer- 
sally valid; not relative or comparative. 5 Gram. 
a (of a construction) syntactically independent of 
the rest of the sentence, as in dinner being over, we left 
the table: lel us toss for it, loser to pay. b (of an adjecuve 
or transitive verb) used or usable without an 
expressed noun or object (e.g the deaf, guns kill). 
6 of a legal decree etc.) final. @ n. Philos. a value, 
standard, etc. which is objective and universally 
valid, not subjective or relative. [from Latin abso- 
lutus ‘freed, completed’|] o absoluteness 7. 

absolutely adv. 1 utterly, perfectly (absolutely marvel 
lous; he absolutely denies it). 2 (foll. by neg.) (no or none) 
at all (absolutely no chance, absolutely nowhere). 3 Gram. 
in an absolute way, esp. (of a verb) without a stated 
object. 4 collog. (used in reply) quite so; yes. 

absolute majority 1. 1 a majority over all others 
combined, 2 more than half. 

absolute pitch 7. us. 1 the ability to recognize 
the pitch of a note or produce any given note. 
2 a fixed standard of pitch defined by the rate of 
vibration. 

absolute temperature 7. a temperature measur- 
ed from absolute zero. 

absolute zero 7. a theoretical lowest possible 
temperature, calculated as -273,15°C (zero on the 
Kelvin scalei. 

absolution 7. 1 a formal rclease from guilt, obliga- 
tion, or punishment, 2 a declaration of forgiveness 
of sins. [from Latin adsolutio] 

absolutism 7. the acceptance of or belief in 
absolute principles in politcal, philosophical, or 
theological matters, 0 absolutist n. & ad). 

absolve 2/7 1 (often foll. by from, of ) a sct or pro- 
nounce free from blame or obligation etc. b acquit: 
pronounce not guilty. 2 pardon or give absolution 
for (a sin cte,). [from Latin absolvere] 

absorb «7/1 include or incorporate as part of 
itself or oneself, 2 take in; suck up (liquid, heat, 
knowledge. etc.). 3 reduce the effect or intensity 
of: deal easily with (an impact. sound, difficulty, 
etc.). 4 consume vincome, time, cte.). 3 engross the 
attention of (feleeision absorbs them completely). [based 
on Latin srber “to suck in] o absorbable ad). 
absorbed pidic. ad). absorber 1. 

absorbent @ adj. having a tendency to absorb 
‘esp. liquids). @ 7. an absorbent substance or thing. 
[from Latin absorbent- ‘sucking away from’| oO ab- 
sorbency #). 


absorbing adj. engrossing: intensely interesting. 
a absorbingly adv. 

absorption 7. 1 the process or action of absorbing 
or being absorbed. 2 mental engrossment. {from 
Latin ahsorptio| 0 absorptive ad). 


abuzz 


abstain winir 1 a (usu. foll. by from) restrain oneself; 
refrain from indulging in (abstained from sweets). 
b refrain from drinking alcohol. 2 formally decline 
to use one’s vote. [based on Latin fenére ‘to hold’) 
O abstainer 7. 

abstemious adj. moderate, esp. in eating and 
drinking. [based on Latin temetum ‘a strong drink’] 
co abstemiously adv. abstemiousness 71. 

abstention 7. the act or an instance of abstaining, 
esp. from voting. [based on Latin abstentus ‘held 
away from’] o abstentionism 7. 

abstinence 7. the act of abstaining, esp. from food, 
alcohol, or sexual activity. 

abstinent adj. practising abstinence. [from Latin 
abstinent- ‘withholding’] 

abstract e adj. /ab-strakt/ 1 a to do with or exist- 
ing in thought rather than matter, or in theory 
rather than practice). b (of a word, esp. a noun) 
denoting a quality, condition, or intangible thing 
rather than a concrete object. 2 » (of art) achiev- 
ing its effect by grouping shapes and colours in 
satisfying patterns rather than by the recognizable 
representation of physical reality. @ vin /abstrakt/ 
1 (often foll. by from) take out of; extract; remove. 
2 summarize (an article, book, etc.). 3 also re/l. 
fofien foll. by from) distract. 4 (foll. by /rom) consider 
abstractly or separately from something else. 
e@ 7. /ab-strakt/ 1 a summary or statement of the 
contents of a book etc. 2 an abstract work of art. 
3 an abstraction or abstract term. O in the 
abstract in theory rather than in practice. [from 
Latin abstractus ‘drawn away’| 0 abstractly adr. 
abstractor 7. (in sense 2 of 7). 

abstracted — adj. 
d abstractedly adi. 

abstract expressionism 7. a development of 
alstract art aiming at subjective emotional expres- 
sion, A 

abstraction 7. 1 abstracting or taking away. 2 an 
abstract or visionary idea. 3 abstract qualities (esp. 
in art). 4 absent-mindedness. 

abstruse ad. hard to understand; obscure; 
profound. [from Latin s@bstrusus ‘pushed away’| 
a abstrusely adv. abstruseness 7. 

absurd e adj. wildly unyeasonable, illogical, or ludi- 
crous. @ n. (the absurd) that which is absurd, esp. 
huinan existence in a purposeless chaotic universe. 
[from Latin absurdus ‘inharmonious, foolish’, based 
on surdus ‘deaf, insufferable to the ear’| 0 absurdly 
adi. absurdness n. 

absurdity n. (p/. -ies) 1 absurdness. 2 an absurd 
statement or act. 

ABTA /ab-ta/ abbr. Association of British Travel 
Agents. 


inattentive; preoccupied. 


abundance 7. 1 a very great quantity, esp. more 
than enough. 2 wealth, affluence. [from Latin 
abundantia| 

abundant adj. 1 existing or available in large quan- 
tities; plentiful. 2 ({oll. by 7) haying an abundance 
of, [from Latin abundant- ‘overflowing’| 0 abun- 
dantly ad:. 

abuse e 7.7: /A-bewz/ 1 use to bad effect or for a 
bad purpose (abused his power), 2 insult verbally. 
3 maltreat; assault (esp. sexually). @ n. /A-bewss/ 
1 incorrect or improper use (the abuse of power). 
2 insulting language (a ¢orrent of abuse). 3 unjust or 
corrupt practice. 4 maltreatment or (esp. sexual) 
assault of a person (child abuse). [based on Latin 
abustts misused’) 0 abuser zn. 

abusive ad. 1 using insulting language. 2 (of 
language) insulting 0 abusively adv. abusiveness n. 

abut v. (abutted. abutting) 1 ini: (foll. by on) (of 
estates, countrics, etc.) adjoin (another). 2 inér, (foll. 
by on, against) (of part of a building) touch or lean 
upon (another) with a projecting end or point (the 
shed abutted on the side of the house). 3 tr. abut on. 
[based on Old French but ‘end’] 

abutment ». the lateral supporting structure of a 
bridge, arch, ete. > ancH 

abuzz adv. & ad). in a state of excitement or activity, 


od 


abysmal 


| ABSTRACT 


. Although the term abstract can be attrib- 

| uted to art throughout its history, it is 
specifically applied to an artistic style that 
began among avant-garde movements in 
Europe and the USA in the early 20th 
century. Such movements rejected recog- 
nizable styles of representation, and 


TiMELEINI 


1500 1580 1650 1700 


abysmal adj. 1 collog. extremely bad (the standard is 
abysmal). 2 profound, utter (abysmal 
[related to asyss] O abysmally adi 

abyss n. 1 a deep or seemingly bottomless chasm 
2 a an immeasurable depth (abyss af despair) 
b a catastrophic situation as contemplated (Az /oss 
brought him a step nearer the abyss). (from Greek abussas 
‘bottomless’ | 

abyssal aq). at or of the ocean depths or floor. 

AC abby. 1 (also ac) alternating current. 2 aircraft- 
man. 3 appellation controlée. 

Ac symb. Chem. the element actinium. 


renoranc' 


a/c abbr. account. 

acacia /4-kay-sha/ n. 1 (also acacia 
tree) » a lesuminous tree of the genus 
Acacia. with yellow or white flowers 
2 (also false acacia) the locust tree, 
Robinia pseudoacacia. [from Greck] 

academe 7. 1 the world of learn- 
ing. 2 universities collectively. 
Jrelated to scanen | 

academia 7. the academic 
scholastic life. [modern Laun] 

academic e adj, 1 a scholarly; to do with 
learning. b of or relating to a scholarly 


world; 


ACACIAS SILVER WATTLE 


leacia dealbata 


accept 


instead chose either to reduce subjects 

to simplified forms, as exemplified by the 
sculpture of Brancusi or Henry Moore, or 
to create work without a physical subject 
in the real world, as evident in works by 
Kandinsky, and Mondrian after 1917. 


Composition in Red, Blue, lellow and Black (1929), 
Pi—ET MONDRIAN 


1750 1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 


insitution tacadenuc dress1. 2 abstract: theoretical: not 
of practical relevance. 3 Ar! conventional, over- 
formal. @ 7. 
ollege. [related to vcapemy | OQ academically ad: 

academician 7. l a member of an Academy. 
2 US an academic; an intellectual. 

academicism 7) academism) 
principles or their application in art 

academic year 7. a period of nearly a year reck- 
oned usu. from the start of one autumn term to the 
end of the tolowmeg summier term 


a teacher or scholar in a university o1 


calso academic 


academy ». ( //. -ies) 1 a place of study or train- 
ing in a special field (milelary acadenty, academy af 
dance). 2 (usu. Academy) a society or isutu- 
uion of distinguished scholars 
arusts. scientists. etc, (Rova/ 
Icadenn Gis ast by a 
secondary school, esp. (C+8 
private one. [from .tAaden 
the Greek hero after 
the garden where Plato taught was 
named] 

Academy award 1”). an award given 
by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences for achievement 
in the film inclustrv: an Osi 


whom 


volute 


acanthus 
leaf 


ACANTHUS: CORINTHIAN GAPITAL 
Will) ACNE US-LEAT a ECORATION 


acanthus ». 1 any herbaceous plant or shrub of the 
genus Acanthus, with spiny leaves. 2 Archil. A a 
conventionalized representation of an acanthus 
leaf, esp. on Corinthian columin capitals. [from 
Greek akantha ‘thorn | 

a cappella ad). © adv. Mus. (of choral music) un- 
accompanied. [Italian, literally ‘in church style’] 

ACAS /ay-kass/ abbr (in the UK) Advisory, Concil- 
tauion, and Arbitration Service. 

accede v.inir. (often foll. by fo) 1 take office, esp 
become monarch. 2 assent or agree acceded to the 
proposal 
treaty or other agreement. [from Latin accedere ‘to 
come to’} 


3 (foll. by to) formally subscribe to a 


accelerando ad).. adv... Sn. Mus. @ adj. S adv. witha 
gradual increase of speed. @ n. (pl. accelerandos 
or accelerandi) a passage performed accelerando. 
[Italian] 

accelerate 7. 1 imir a (of a moving body, esp. a 
vehicle) move or begin to moye more quickly; 
increase speed. b (of a process) happen or reach 
completion more quickly. 2 & cause to accelerate. 
[based on Latin celer ‘swift’] 0 accelerative ad), 

acceleration 7. 1 the process or act of accelerating 
or being accelerated. 2 (of a vehicle ete.) the cap- 
acity to gain speed (the car has good acceleration) 

accelerator 7. 1 a device for increasing speed, esp) 
the pedal that controls the speed of 
engine. 2 Physics an apparatus for imparting high 
speeds to charged particles. 3 Chem. a substance 
that speeds up a chemical reaction. 


a vehicle's 


accelerator board 7. (also accelerator card 
Compulmg an accessory circuit board which can 
he plugged into a small computer to increase its 
speed of operation. 
ak-sént/ 1 a mode of pronunciation, 
esp. one associated with a region or group. 2 prom 
inence given to a syllable by stress or pitch. 3 a 
mark on a letter or word to indicate pitch, stre 
or the quality of a vowel. 4 emphasis (zwith the acc 
on comfort), 3 Mus. emphasis on a particular note 
or chord, @ wf /ak-sent/ 1 pronounce with an 
accent; emphasize 2 write o1 
print accents on (words etc.). 3 Afus. play (a not 
ete.) with an accent. [from Latin accentus, a render- 
ing of Greek prosdidia, literally ‘song added to’| 
0 accentual «dj, 


accent @ //. 


a word or syllable 


accentuate 7/ make 


0 accentuation / 


emphasize prominent 


accept ¢:/7, 1 (also abso/.) consent to receive ta thine 
offered, 2 rive an allirmative answe) 
to (an offer or proposal). 3 regard favourably: treat 


} 
also absol.\ 


is welcon I?) pelted th bles rete accepte 


4 a helieve or receive (an opinion, explanati 


etc.) as adequate. valid. or correct. b be prepare 
to subscribe to (a belief, phdlosophy, ete. 5 re 

a uitable (the A weeps chequ 6 a tol 
submit t 2 / b ofter iH] 
by [ clause p. B be willing behev 

ae wan [from Latin a based 


on ke’ | DO accepter / 


acceptable 


acceptable ad. 1 a worthy of being accepted. 
b pleasing, welcome. 2 adequate, satisfactory. 
3 tolerable (an acceplable risk). 0 acceptability 1. 
acceptably ad. 

acceptance 7. 1 willingness to receive or accept. 
2 an affirmative answer to an invitation or pro- 
posal. 3 a approval, belie! ( found wide acceptance). 
b willingness or ability to tolerate. 

access @ #. 1 a way of approaching or reaching or 
cnterme (a building with rear access), 2 a often foll. by 
fo) the right or opportunity to reach, use, or visit; 
aclinittance ihay access lo secret files). b accessibility, 


3 (often foll. by of) an attack or outburst (an access of 


anger). @ v.tr, esp. Computing gain access to (data, a file. 


ia 


cte.). [based on Latin accedere access “to come to’] 


gs Usage The use of the verb in contexts other 
than compuung (as in The kulchen can be accessed from 
the dining room) is considered incorrect by some 
people. 

accessary var. of woissory. 

accessible ad). (often foll. by /o) 1 that can readily 
be reached, entered, or used. 2 (of a person; read- 
ily available (esp. to suborcinates,. 3 fin a form) 
easy to understand. 0 accessibility 1. accessibly 
adv. 

accession e 77. 1 cntcring upon an office yesp. the 
throne) or a condition fas manhood). 2 :often foll. 
by fo a thing acldeclic.g. a book to a library). 3 Lau 
the incorporation of one item of property in 
another. 4 assent; the formal acceptance of a treaty 
ete. @ alm record the addition of ta new iteny to a 
library or museum, [from Latin accesso, related to 
AcOLDL| 

accessorize ?./). ‘also -ise provide ian outtit et 
with accessories 

accessory also accessary) @ 7. (f/. -ies) 1 an 
additional or extra thing, 2. usu. in pi) aa small 
attachment or fitung, b a small item of (esp. a 
yvoman’s) dress (e.g. shoes, gloves, handbag). 

3 (often foll. by fo) a person who helps in or knows 

the details of an (esp. Wegal, act, without taking 

part in it. @ adj. addiuonal; contributing or aicding 

ina minor way; dispensable. GQ accessory before 

ior after, the fact a 

assists) another to commit a crime. [related to 

\cLpi | G accessorial ad). 


person who incites (or 


acciaccatura /a-chak-a-toor-d/ n. \/us. a grace 
note performed as quickly as possible before an 
essential note of a melody. [Italian] 

accident ». I an event that is without apparent 
cause, or is unexpected, 2 an unfortunate event, 
esp. one causing physical harm or damage, brought 
about unintentionally, 3. chance: the working of 
fortune accounts for much in life. a by 
accident unintentionally. fbasecl on Latin acciden 
‘to fall. happen] 


vaccident 


accidental e ad). 1 happening by chance, uninten- 
vonally, or unexpectedly. 2 not 
conception: subsidiary. @ 7, 1 Vu), a sign indicating 
a momentary departure from the key signature by 
raising or lowering a note. & soiwion. 2 something 
not essential to a conception, G accidentally ad:, 

accident-prone «dj. (ol i person) subject to fre 
quent accidents. 


essential toa 


accidie /ak-si-di/ 7». laziness, sloth, apathy. [from 
medieval Latin aceidia| 

acclaim e »/, 1 welcome or applaud cnthusias- 
ically: praise publich. 2 voll, by compl. hail as 


vay acclaimed the winne @ uh. V applause; welcome; 
pubhe praise, 2a shout of acclaim. [based on Latin 
clamar Ato shout | 
acclamation 7. 1 loud and caver assent to a 
proposal, 2 yusu. in p/  houting in a person's 
honour. 3 the or process of acclanning. [related 
(o wetan| 
acclimate 7/7 1 esp. \. Amer acclimatize 2 Biol 


adapt physiologically to environmental str 
based on French @ ‘to’ Foch 
0 acclimation 1 


‘climate’ | 


acclimatize z. (also -ise; 1 /: accustom to a new 
climate or to new conditions. 2 ini, become accli- 
matized. o acclimatization 7”. 

acclivity 7. (p/. -ies) an upward slope. {based on 
Latin clivus ‘slope’] 0 acclivitous ad). 

accolade ». the awarding of praise; an acknowl- 
edgement of merit. [French, based on Latin 
eollum “neck ’| 

accommodate 1/7, 1b provicle lodging or room for. 
2 adapt, harmonize, reconcile (must accommodale 
ourselves to nee surroundings). 3 do a service or favour 
to; oblige (a person), [based on Latin commodus 
‘fitting’ 

accommodating —«//. 
0 accommodatingly adi. 

accommodation ». 1 (in sig. or (Sin pl.) room for 
receiving people, esp. a place to live or lodgings. 
2 an adjustment or aclaptation to suit a special 
or different purpose. 3 a convenient arrangement; 
a settlement or compromise. 


obliging, compliant. 


accommodation address /. B77/. an acldress usec 
on letters to a person who is unable or unwilling to 
give a permanent address. 

accompaniment 7. 1 Af. an instrumental or 
orchestral part supporting or partnering a solo 
instrument, voice, or group. 2 an accompanying 
thing, 

accompanist 7. person who provides a musical 
accompaniment. 

accompany 2! -ies, -ied 1 go with; escort. 
attend. 2 (usu. in passive: fol. by wth, by) be done or 
found with; supplement (speech accompamed with 
gestures). 3.\us. support or partner with accompant- 
ment. [from French accompagner, related to compyny] 

accomplice »/. a partner or helper, esp. in a crime 
or wrongdoing, [based on Latin complex compliis 
‘closely connected’ | 

accomplish 2/7, perform: complete; succeed in 
dome. [based on Latin complére “to complete’ | 

accomplished adj. clever. skilled; well tramed or 
educated. 

accomplishment 7. 1 the fulfilment or comple- 
tion (of a task ete.). 2 an acquired skill. esp. a social 
one. 3a thimyg done or achieved. 

accord ev. I mir: (often foll. by zeith; (esp. of a thing) 
he in harmony; be consistent. 2 /x a grant (permis- 
sion, a request, etc. b give (a welcome ctc.). 
en. 1 agreement, consent. 2 harmonious corres- 
pondence in pitch, tone, colour, etc. O of one’s 
own accord on one’s own initiative; voluntarily. 
with one accord unanimously; in a united way. 
[based on Latin cor cordis “heart | 

accordance 7. harmony, agreement. O in accord- 
ance with in a manner corresponding to (in accor 
dance with pour wishes). 

accordant «dj. (often foll. by wifi in tune; agreeing 
[from Old French acordan!| 

according oz. (foll. by 0) 1 as stated by or in 
according to my sester), 2 in a manner correspond- 
Ing toy In proportion to (he lives according to his 
principles). 

accordingly ad. 1 as suggested or required by 
the (stated) circumstances. 2 consequenuy, there- 
lore 

accordion »), ® a portable musical instrument with 
metal reeds blown by bellows, played by means of 
keys and buttons, [based on Ttalian aecordare ‘to 
tunc’| G accordionist 7. 


accost vf approach and address (a person), esp. 
boldly. [based on Latin cas/a ‘rib, side"] 

account e 7). 1 a narration or description. 2 a an 
arrangement or facihty ata bank or building soci- 
ety ete 


esp. for 


for commercial or financial transactions. 
depositing and withdrawing money. 
b esp. rt. an arrangement at a shop for buying 
goods on credit. 3 a (often in pl.) a record or state- 
ment of 
expended, with the balance. b fin pi.) the practice ol 
accounting or reckoning (0 goed al accounts: @ vtr 
loll. by fo be or compl.) regard as ,account him to be 


Moncy. goods. or SCTVICCUS recened ar 


accredit 


guilby, account him wise). 0 account for 1 serve as 
or provide an explanation or reason for (that accounts 
for my absence). 2 a give a reckoning of or answer 
for (money etc. entrusted), b answer for (one’s 
conduct). 3 succeed in killing, destroying, disposing 
of, or defeating. 4 supply or make up a specified 
amount or proportion of (rent accounts for 50% 
of expenditure). by all accounts in everyone’s opin- 
ion. call to account require an explanation from 
(a person). give a good (or bad) account of 
oneself make a favourable {or unfavourable) im- 
pression; be successful (or unsuccessful). keep 
account of keep a record of; follow closely. leave 
out of account fail or decline to consider. of no 
account unimportant. of some account impor- 
tant. on account I (of goods) to be paid for later. 
2 (of money) in part payment. on one’s account 
for one’s benefit (don’t do i on my account). on 
account of because of. on no account under 
no circumstances; certainly not. on one’s own 
account for one’s own purposes; at one’s own risk. 
take account of (or take into account) consider 
along with other factors (took their age into account). 
turn to account (or good account) turn to 
one’s aclvantage. [from Old French, related to 
count! and compute] 

accountable adj. responsible; required to account 
for one’s conduct, 0 accountability 1. account- 
ably ado. 

accountancy 7. the profession or duties of an 
accountant. 

accountant /”. a professional keeper or inspector of 
accounts. 

accounting ». the process of or skill in keeping and 
verifying accounts. 

account rendered 7. a bill which has been sent 
hut is not yet paid. 

accounts payable 7.})/. 
company. 

accounts receivable 7.f/, money owed to a 
company. 


money owed by a 


accoutre 7/7, ({°S accouter) ‘usu. as accoutred, 
US -tered adj.) attire, equip, esp. with a special 
outfit. [based on Old French cousture ‘sewing’ | 

accoutrement 7). (US als) accouterment) (usu. in 
pl.) 1 equipment, trappiigs. 2 AZ a soldier’s outlit 
other than weapons and garments. 

accredit i./, (accredited, accrediting) 1 (foll. 
by /o) attribute (a saying etc.) to (a person). 2 (foll. by 
with) credit (a person) with (a saying etc.). 3 (usu. 
foll. by fo, af) send (an ambassador etc.) with 
credentials; reconimend by documents as an envoy 


carrying straps 
Keyboard 


bellows 


bass and 
chord buttons | 


, 


yound grill | 
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ite slaai 


accredited 


(weas accredited to the sovereign). 4 recognize officially. 
{from French aceréditer| 0 accreditation pn. 

accredited ad. (of a person or organization) 
officially recognized. 

accrete @. 1 ini. grow together or into 
one. 2 il. (often foll. by f) form 
round or on, as round a nucleus. 
3 ty attract (such additions). {based 
on Latin crescere ‘to grow’ 

accretion 7. 1 a the addition of external 
matter or things. b a thing formed by 
such growth. 2 an extraneous addition 
to something. 3 the growing together 
of separate things to form one. 

accretive ad). 

accrue ?. (accrues, accrued, accru- 
ing) 1 intr. (often foll. by to) come as 
a natural increase or advantage, esp. financial. 
2 t accumulate; collect. [based on Anglo-French 
acru(e) ‘mcreased’] o accrual n. accrued ad). 

acculturate v. 1 il. adapt to or adopt a different 
culture. 2 @ cause to do this. o acculturation n. 
acculturative ad. 

accumulate 1. 1 (ra acquire an increasing number 
or quantity of: heap up. b produce or acquire (a 
resulting whole) in this way. 2 inf: form an increas- 
ing mass or quantity. [based on Latin cumulus “heap | 

accumulation 7. 1 the act or process of accumu- 
latmg or being accumulated. 2 an accumulated 
mass or quantity. 


accumulative adj. 1 arising from accumulation; 
cumulative (accumulative evidence). 2 arranged so as 
to accumulate. 

accumulator 7. 1 Brit. a rechargeable electric cell. 
2 Brit. a bet placed on a sequence of events, the 
winnings and stake from each being placed on 
the next. 3 a person who accuniulates things. 

accuracy 7. (p/. -ies) 1 exactness or precision, esp. 
arismeg from careful effort. 2 the degree of refine- 
ment m1 measurement or specification. 

accurate afj. 1 careful, precise; lacking errors. 
2 conforming exactly with the truth or with a given 
standard. [from Latin aecuratus ‘done carctully’| 
O accurately adi. 

accursed adj. (archaic acecurst) 1 lying under a 
curse; ill-fated. 2 cvllog. annoying. 

accusation 7. 1 the act or process of accusing 01 
being accused. 2 a statement charging a person 
with an offence. 

accusative Gram. en. the case of nouns, pronouns, 
und adjectives. expressing the object of an action 
or the goal of mouon, @ ad), of or in this case, [from 
Latin (casus) accusativus ‘the case showing cause’ | 

accusatorial adj. Law (of proceedings) involving 
accusation by a prosecutor and a verclict reached 
by an impartial judge or jury (opp. at isilortar. 3). 


accuse 2/7. 1 (foll. by of} charge (a person cte.) with 
a fault or crime; indict \accused them of murder), 
2 lay the blame on. [from Latin @ecusare “to call 
to account’] O accusatory a7). accuser /. 

accustom 2/7, G refi. foll. by fo) make (a person o1 
thing or oneself) used to (the army accustomed hin ta 
discipline). [related to custom| 

accustomed adj. 1 (foll. by fo) used to (accustomed 
to hard work). 2 customary, usual, 

AC/DC adj. 1 alternating current/direct current. 
2 collog. bisexual. & AAR ING CURRENT, CIRC 

ace e 7. 1 Vv a playing card, domino, etc. with a 

single spot and generally having 

the value ‘one’ or, in card ganics. 

the highest value in each suit. 2 a 

person who excels in some acuvily: 

3 Tennis an unreturnable service. 


as 


4 4 Golf a hole in one. @ adj. slang 
‘. excellent. 0 within an ace of 01 
y y__ the verge of. [from Latin ay “unity | 


acellular adj. Biol. 1 having no 
cells: not consistmg of cells 
2 consisting of one cell only. 


ACE? PLAYING 
CARD ACES 


ACEPHALOUS ORGANISM 
(S'TAREFISH) 


acephalous adj. 1 headless. 2 having no chief. 


3 Zool. ¥ having no part of the body specially orga- 
nized as a head. [from Greek akephalos ‘headless’] 
4 Prosody lacking a syllable or syllables in the first 
foot. [medieval Latin acephalus, from Greek 
akephalos ‘headless’] 
acer n. a tree or shrub of the 
genus Acer, which includes maples 
and the European syca- 
more. {Latin, literally ‘maple’} 
acerbic adj. 1 astringently 
sour; harsh tasting. 2 bitter 
in speech, manner etc. 
[from Latin acerbus ‘sour- 
tasting’] o acerbically adv. 
acerbity 2. (pl. -ies) 
acetaldehyde /ass-i-tal- 
di-hyd/ n. a colourless volatile liquid 
aldehyde. 
acetaminophen /4-sct-4-min-6-fen/ 
n. A. Amer. = PARACETAMOL. 
acetate /ass-i-tayt/ n. 1 a salt or ester 
of acetic acid. 2 a fabric made from 
cellulose acetate. 
acetic /a-see-tik/ adj. of or like vin- 
egar or acetic acid. [based on Latin 
acelum “vinegar | 0 acetous ad). 
acetic acid ». the clear liquid 
acid that gives vinegar its charac- 
teristic taste. 


calf 


Achilles 


tendon 


acetone /ass-i-tohn/ 7. a colour- 


less volatile liquid ketone valuable as a solvent of 


organic compounds esp. paints etc. 

acetyl /ass-i-tyl/ n. Chem. the monovalent radical 
of acetic acid, CH,CO 

acetylcholine /ass-i-til-koh-leen/ 7. a compound 
serving to transmit impulses from nerve fibres. 

acetylene /{-set-i-leen/ n. a colourless hydrocar- 
bon gas used esp. in welding. 

acetylsalicylic acid /ass-i-tyl-sal-i-sil-ik/ 7. = 
ASPIRIN, 

Achaean /j-kee-in/ @ adj. 1 of or relating to 
Achaca in ancient Greece. 2 literary Greek. en. 1 an 
inhabitant of Achaea. 2 usu. in pl.) literary a Greek. 
[from Greek thas} 

ache e «. 1 a continuous or prolonged dull pain. 
2 mental distress. @ 2./a/x 1 suffer from or be the 
source of an ache (mr left leg ached). 2 fall. by to + 
infin.) desire greatly (we ached to be at home again). 
[Old English] o achingly ad. achy adj. 


“ achieve 2/1 a attain by effort (achieved viclory,. 


b acquire, gain vachieved notoriety), 2 accomplish o1 


ACID 


In chemistry, an acid is a water-soluble sub- 
stance, capable of donating protons (hydro- 
gen ions, H*) when dissolved in water. The 
protons attach to water molecules (HO) 
to produce hydroxonium ions (H,O*). In 


weler molecule 


(HO). 


hydrovonium ion 
(H ,O*} 


hydroxide ton 


(OH") 


NGA Gs TET. So SA CON STN 
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acidosis 


carry out (a feat or task). 3 absol. attain a desired 
level of performance. [from Old French phrase 
a chief (venir) (to come or bring) to a head’ 
do achievable ad. achievement n. achiever 7. 
Achilles heel /4-kil-cez/ n. a person’s vulnerable 
point. [from Achilles, Latin name of Greek hero 
Akhilleus, invulnerable except in the heel] 
Achilles tendon 2. < the tendon connecting the 
heel with the calf muscles. 
D MUSCULATURE 
achondroplasia /4-kon-dr6- 
play-zia/ n. Med. a hereditary 
condition in which the growth 
of long bones by ossification of 
cartilage is retarded. [based on 
Greek khondros ‘cartilage’ + plasis 
‘moulding’] 0 achondroplasic adj, 
achondroplastic adj. 
achromatic adj. Optics 1 that 
transmits light without separating 
it into constituent colours {achromatic 
lens), 2 without colour (achromatic 
\ fringe). [based on Greek khroma 
‘  ‘colour| oO achromaticity 2. 
achromatism 11. 
acid @ n. 1 Chem. ¥ any of a class 
of substances that liberate hydro- 
gen ions in water, are usu. sour 
and corrosive, turn litmus red. 
and have a pH of less than 7. 
> vcip Run. PH. 2 (in general use) 
any sour substance. 3 slang the drug LSD. e ad). 
1 sharp-tasting. 2 biting (an acid wit). 3 Chem. having 
the essential properties of an acid. 4 (of a colour) 
intense, bright. [based on Latin acere ‘to be sour’ | 
D acidic adj. acidimetry n. acidly adz. 
acid drop ». &rit, a kind of sweet with a sharp taste. 
acid house 7. a kind of synthesized music with a 
simple repetitive beat, often associated with the 
taking of hallucinogenic drugs. 
acidify «(7 & intr. (-ies, -ied) make or become acid. 
0 acidification 7. 
acidity n. an acid quality or state, esp. an exces- 
sively acid condition of the stomach. 
acidophilic /ass-ic-off-i-lik/ ad. esp. Bot. grow- 
ing best in acidic conditions. 
acidophilus /ass-icl-off-i-liis/ nn. a bacterium, 
Lactobacillus acidophilus, used to make yogurt and to 
supplement the intestinal flora. [modern Latin, 
literally “acid-loving’ | 
acidosis 7. an over-acid condition of the body 
fluids or tissues. O acidotic ad). 


1 


a \\ 


ACHILLES 
TENDON 


neutral water, there are equal numbers 
of hydroxonium ions and hydroxide ions 
(OH?), but in an acid solution there are 
more hydroxonium ions. The greater 
their concentration, the stronger the acid. 


water molecule 


Hil (ey 


hydroxide ion 
Ci] 


hydroxonium ion 


(H,0*) 


a 
> 
je 
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acid rain 


ACID RAIN 


The clouds that produce acid rain are 
formed when polluting gases, such as 
sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxide, 

, combine with oxygen and moisture 
in the ar. The resultant 
precipitation acid rain 

is a clilute mixture 

of sulphuric acid 
and nitric acid. 
Acid rain causes 
forestry damage. 
as well as hasten- 
ing the erosion of 
many ancient build- 
ings and sculptures. 


! sulphur diorvide 
from the burning 


af fossil fuels 


nitrogen ortde from 
industry emirsions 


acid rain 7. A rain containing acid formed in the 
atmosphere esp. from industrial waste gases. 

acid test 7. 1 a severe or conclusive test. 2 a test 
m which acid is used to test for gold ete. 

acidulate i. make somewhat acid. {based on 
Latin acidulus “somewhat sour] 0 acidulation 1. 

acidulous «dj. somewhat acid. 

ack-ack collog. @ adj. anti-aircralt. @ nr. an ant 
aircraft gun etc. [formerly signallers’ name for the 
letters 14] 

ackee 7. \also akee 1 a tropical tree. Blighia sapida. 
2 its fruit. [from Kru a dlanguage of Liberia | 

ack emma adi. 2 n. Brit. cullog. = \.m. {formerly 
signallers’ name for the letters LV] 

acknowledge :./. 1 a recognize; accept ,acknow 
ledged the failure of the plan. b often toll. by to be + 
compl. or (at + clause admit that something is so 
acknowledged it ta be a great success. 2 confirm the 
receipt of acknoichdud her letter. 3a show that one 
has noticed acknowledged my arial with a grunt, 
b express appreciation of a service ete. . [probably 
based on obsolete verb fo Anoeleda| 0 acknow- 
ledgeable «/). 

acknowledgement 7. also acknowledgment 
1 the act or an instance of acknowledging. 2 a a 
thing given or done in return for a service etc. ba 
letter confirming reecipt of something. 3 usu. in 
Pl. an author's statement of indebtedness to others. 

acme 7. the highest point or period: the peak of 
perfection, [Greck. literally “highest poinv] 

acne nx. a skin characterized by red 
pimples. [from an erroneous Greek form, based on 
chine facial eruption, acme’| O acned ad), 

acolyte 1. 1a person assisting a priest, 2 an assist- 
ants a beginner. [from Greck ahulahos follower | 


condition 


aconite 7. I a any poisonous plant of the genus 
Aconitum buttercup family .b = wos. 2 in full 
winter aconite any related plant of the genus 
Franthiy. with yellow flowers. [from Greek ahonitan] 
aconitine n. Chem. a poisonous alkaloid obtamed 
from the acanite. 
acorn #. the fruit ol the oak. a smooth 
nut ina rough cuplike base, & ov 
{Old English. related to ow, and 
cors'| 
acoustic ead). L velating te sound «7 
the sense of hearing. 2% of 
cal msmumient ete. 
tical amplification 
3 of 
soundproofing or modifying sound 
en. 1 usin pl the properties on 
qualities esp. of aroomor hall ete. in 


ast 
not having elec 


building material usecl far 


hollor woaden bud) 
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—_ ACID RAIN 


polluted cloud 


acidi 


rainfall 


\ nitrogen 
aride emissions 
Jrom vehicles 


transmitting sound , geod arousties\. 2 in pls usu. 
treated as sing) the science of sound, [based on 
Greck akouein “to hear] 0 acoustical adj. acous- 
tically ade. 
acoustic coupler 7. Computing a modem which 
converts digital sienals into audible signals and vice 
VCTsal 
acoustician /). an expert in acoustics. 
acquaint etn © reff. vusu. foll. by with, make 
a person or oneself aware of or familiar with 
acquaint me with the facts. 0 be acquainted with 
have personal knowledge of} [from Late Latin 
accognitae to come to know] 


acquaintance 7. 1 usu. foll. by «if, slight know- 
ledge of a person or thing . 2 the fact or process of 
being acquainted ,our acquaintance lasted a year). 3a 
person one knows shghtly. 0 make the acquain- 
tance of .or make a person’s acquaintance) 
meet a person for the first ume: come to know. 
oc acquaintanceship . 

acquaintance rape /). the rape of a person by a 
person known to them. 

acquiesce eh. ‘often foll. by am, fo) agree, 
esp. tacitly: accept yan arrangement). [based on 
Latin ywescere “to rest] O acquiescence 7, acqui- 
escent id). 

acquire vf) 1 gain by and for oneself; obtain. 
2 come into possession of. [based on Latin guarien 
‘to seek] G acquirable ad). acquirement 7. 
acquirer i. 

acquired characteristic 7. /iu/. a characteristic 
caused by the environment. not inherited. 

acquired immune deficiency syndrome scc 
Ais, 

acquired taste 7. 1 a liking gained by experience. 
2 the object of such a hkine. 

acquisition 7. 1 something acquired, esp. if 
regarded as useful, 2 the aet or an instance of 
acquiring, [related to ya ii] 

acquisitive ad). keen to acquire things; avaricious: 

materialistic. 0 acquisi- 
tively «adi. acquisi- 

tiveness #, 


sound hele 


drag 


nech tuntae key 


ACOUSTIC GUITAR 


act 


acquit 7./: (acquitted, acquitting) I (often foll. by 
of) declare (a person) not guilty (were acquitted of the 
offence). 2 refl. a conduct oneself (acquitted ourselves 
zeell), b (foll. by of) discharge {a duty or responsibil- 
ity). [fom medieval Latin acguitare ‘to pay a debv’] 
acquittal 7. 1 the process of freeing or being freed 
from a charge, esp. by a judgement of not guilty: 
2 performance of a duty. 

acquittance 7. 1 payment of or release from a 
debt. 2 a written receipt attesting settlement of 
a debt. 

acre nr. 1 a measure of land, 4,840 sq. yards, 0.405 
hectare. 2 (in pl; usu. foll. by of) a large area or 
amount. [Old English] o acreage n. acred ad). 
(esp. in comb.). 

acrid ad. 1 bitterly pungent; corrosive. 2 bitter in 
manner ete. [from Latin acer acris ‘keen’| O acridity 
n. acnidly ad. 

acrimonious aq. bitter im manner or temper 
0 acrimoniously adi. 

acrimony 2. (/)/. -ies) bitterness; ill feeling. [related 
to ack] 

acrobat 1. a performer of spectacular gymnastic 
feats. [based on Greek akron ‘summit’ + bainein 
‘to walk] 0 acrobatic ad). acrobatically adi: 

acrobatics n.p/. 1 acrobatic feats. 2 (treated as sing.) 
the art of pertorming these. 

acromegaly 7. \fed. abnormal growth of the 
hands, feet, ancl face, caused by overproduction 
of growth hormone by the pituitary gland. [based 
on Greek akron ‘extremity’ + megas megal ‘great’| 
Oo acromegalic adj. 

acronym 7. a word, usu. pronounced as such, 
formed from the initial letters of other words (e.g, 
Ernie, laser, Nato). [from Greek akron “end? + onoma 
‘name’ | 

acrophobia n, Psycho/. an abnormal dread of 
heights. [based on Greek akron *peak’] 0 acropho- 
bic adj. 

acropolis », 1 Aa citadel or upper fortified part of 
an ancient Greek city. 2 Acropolis A the ancient 
citadel at Athens. [from Greek akron ‘summit’ + 
polts “city | 

across @ /:/). 1 to or on the other side of (lives across 
the river. 2 lrom one side.to another side of \ stretched 
across the opening). 3 at or forming an angle (esp. a 
right angle) with (deep cuts across his legs). @ adi. 1 to 
or on the other side yan across). 2 from one side 
to another \a blanket stretched across\. 3 forming a 
cross (with cuts acrosy,. 4 of a crossword clue or 
answer) read horizontally, G across the board 
applying to all. [from Old French a eroz\ “in a cross’ ] 

acrostic 7. a poem, puzzle, etc. in which certain 
letters in each line form a word or words. [from 
Greck ahkron end’ + stikhos ‘row, line of verse’| 

acrylic e ad. 1 made with a synthetic polymer 
derived from acrylic acid. 2 Chem. of or derived 
from acrylic acid. @ 7. 1 an acrylic textile fibre. 
2 also in pl.) acrylic paint. [based on Latin acer acris 
‘pungent + olee “to smell] 

acrylic acid 7. a pungent liquid organic acid. 

act @. 1 something done; an action. 2 the process 
of doing something (caught in the act). 3a a piece of 
entertainment. b the performer’s) of this. 4 a 
pretence (if way all an act;. 5 a main clivision of a 
play or opera. 6 a (also Act) a written ordinance of 
a legislative body. b a document attesting a legal 
transacuon. 7 (often in pl.) the recorded decisions 
or proceedings of a committee, etc. 8 (Acts) (in 
tull Acts of the Apostles) the New Testament 
book relating the growth of the early Church, 
@&. 1 int: behave. 2 inf perform actions or fime- 
tions: operate effectively (act as referee: the brakes failed 
fo act). 3 intr also foll. by on) exert energy or influ- 
ence (a@leohal acts on the brainy. 4 intra perform a part 
in a play, film, ete, b pretend. 5 i a perform the 
part of jacts the fool). b perform (a play etc.). 
¢ portray .an incident) by actions. d feign (zee acted 
indifference), B aet for be the \esp. legal) representa- 
uve of. act of God an instance of uncontrollable 


ile bi dl 


actin 


ACROPOLIS 


An acropolis is an ancient Greek citadel, 
situated on an area of high ground in 
order to protect it from attack. The best 
known is the Acropolis in Athens, 
constructed in the 5th century m~ 
BC, which contains the 
remnants of several] 
temple buildings, 
including the 
Parthenon. 


Propylaia 


entrance 


steps —— 


natural forces in operation. act out 1 translate 
(ideas etc.) into action. 2 Psychol. represent (one’s 
subconscious desires etc.) in action. act up collog. 
give trouble (my car ts acting up again). get one’s act 
together slang become properly organized. get in 
on the act s/ang become a participant (esp. for 
profit). put on an act collog. carry out a pretence. 
[based on Latin agere ‘to do’| 

actin 7. a protein which with myosin forms the 
contractile filaments of muscle fibres. [based on 
Greek aktis -inos ‘ray’ | 

acting e 7. 1 the art or occupation of performing 
parts in plays, films, etc. 2 in senses of act u 
@ altrib.adj. serving on behalf of another or others 
(acting manager; Acting Captain). 

acting pilot officer 7. a rank im the RAF above 
warrant officer and helow pilot officer. 

actinide series 7. Chem. the series of 15 radio- 
active elements from actinium to lawrencium. 

actinism 7. the property of short-wave radiation 
that produces chemical changes, as in photography. 
[based on Greek aktis -inos ‘ray’| O actinic ad). 


actinium 7. Chem. a radioactive metallic element of 
the actinide series, occurring naturally in pitch- 
blende. [based on Greek aktis inos ‘ray’ | 

action e 1. 1 the fact or process of doing or acting 
( put ideas into action). 2 energy as a characteristic 
(a woman of action). 3 the exertion of energy or influ- 
ence (the action of acid on metal). 4 something done; 
an act (not aware of his vwn actions). 5 a a series of 
events represented in a story, play, etc. b s/ang excit- 
ing activity (ant some action). 6 armed conflict; 
fighting (Ailled in action). 7 a the way in which a 
machine etc. works (the action of an air rifle). b the 
mode of movement of an animal or human 
(a runner with good action). 8 a lawsuit (bring an action). 
9 (in imper) a word of command to begin, used by 
a film director etc. @ w/ bring a legal action 
against. O go into action start work. out of 
action not working. take action begin to act 
(esp. in protest). [Middle English, related to «1 | 

actionable adj. giving cause for legal action. 

action-packed ad. full of action or excitement. 

action painting 7). an aspect of abstract art with 
paint applied by random or spontaneous gestures. 

action replay 7. Bri. a playback of part of a 
television broadcast, esp. a sporting event, often in 
slow mouon. 

action stations 1/.//, esp. Bril. positions taken up 
in readiness for action, esp. by twoops preparing 
for battle. 

activate viz 1 make active: bring into action. 
2 Chem. cause reaction in (a substance, molecules. 
etc.). 3 Physics make radioactive. 0 activation n. 
activator 1. 


actuate 
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activated carbon 7, carbon, esp. charcoal, treated 
to increase its adsorptive power. 

activated sludge 7. acrated sewage containing 
aerobic micro-organisms to break it down. 

active e adj. 1 a consisting in or marked by action; 
energetic; diligent (leads an active life). b able to move 
about or accomplish practical tasks (znfirmilty made 
him less active). 2 working (an active volcano). 3 ori- 
ginating action; not merely inert (actwe ingredients). 
4 radioactive. 5 Gram. designating the voice that 
attributes the action of a verb to the person or 
thing from which it logically proceeds (e.g. of the 
verbs in guns kill; we saw him). @ n. Gram. the active 
form or voice of a verb. [from Latin activus, based 
on agere ‘to do’| G actively adv. activeness 7. 

active birth . childbirth during which the mother 
is encouraged to be active and move around [reely. 


ACTION PAINTING 


A method of painting that originated in the 
USA during the 1940s, action painting is 
associated with a wider artistic movement 

, called abstract expressionism. Artists produc- 
ing action paintings intended their works to 
be a record of the act of painting itself, to 
the exclusion of all other subject matter. 
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active carbon 7. = ACTIVATED CARBON, 

active citizen 7. a person who plays an active rolc 
in the community, esp. in crime prevention etc. 

active duty 7. participation in policing or military 
operational activities. 

active matrix 7. Electronics a display system in 
which each pixel is individually controlled (also 
attrib.; active matrix LCD). 

active service 7. participation in warfare as a 
member of the armed forces. 

activism 7. a policy of vigorous action in a cause, 
esp. in politics, O activist 7. 

activity 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a the condition of being 
active or moving about. b the exertion of energy. 
2 (often in pi.) a particular pursuit (outdoor activities). 
3 = ranwoactiviiy. [from Late Latin activtas} 

actor 7. ( fem. actress) 1 a person who acts a part in 
a play etc. 2 a person whose profession is perform- 
ing such parts. [Latin, literally ‘doer’] 

actual ad}. (usu. attrib.) 1 existing in fact; real (often 
as distinct from ideal). 2 existing now. [based on 
Latin noun actus ‘an act’] 0 actualize wir (also 
-ise). actualization 7. 


a Usage Redundant use, as in Tel! me the actual facts, 
is common but to be avoided in formal contexts. 


actual bodily harm 2. injury inflicted intention- 
ally on a person but less serious than grievous 
bodily harm. 

actuality 7. (p/. -ies) 1 reality; what is the case. 
2 (in pl.) existing conditions. 

actually adv. 1 asa fact, really (J asked for ten, but actually 
gol nine). 2 strange as it may seem (he actually refused’). 

actuary 7. ( //. -ies) an expert in statistics and prob- 
ability theory, esp. one who calculates insurance 
risks. O actuarial ad. actuarially adv. 

actuate v./7. 1 communicate motion to (a machine 
etc.). 2 cause the operation of (an electrical device 
etc.). 3 cause (a person) to act. [based on medieval 
Latin actuatus “brought to action’| 0 actuation 2. 
actuator /. 


The paintings are often extremely vibrant, 
conveying the spontaneity and impulsive- 
ness of their creation. This is best exemph- 
fied in the work of Jackson Pollock, whose 
paintings clearly show the energetic gestures 
of the artist, who splashed, dripped, flicked, 


and threw paint on to the canvas. 


Convergence (1952), JACKSON POLLOCK 


= 
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acuity 


acuity 7. sharpness, acuteness. [based on Latin 
acuere “to sharpen’] 

acumen #/, keen insight. [Latin, literally ‘point’} 

acupressure 7. = siuivist. [blend of wtreycre rt 
and Pkisst ri | 

acupuncture #7, a method (originally Chinese) of 
treating medical conditions by pricking the skin or 
ussues with needles. [from Latin acu punctura ca 
pricking with a needle] G acupuncturist 1. 

acute e «dj. (acuter, acutest; 1 (of sensation or 
senses) keen, penetrating, 2 shrewd (an acute critic). 
3 of a disease) coming sharply to a crisis; severe. 
4 of a difficulty, critical, serious. 5 a (of an angle) 
less than 90. & reivwwou.. b pointed. 6 (of a sound) 
shrill. ev. = «tit vccunt. [from Latin acutus ‘sharp- 
enc] O acutely adi. acuteness n. 

acute accent /. a mark (“) placed over letters in 
sone languages to show pronunciation (e.g. rosé | Cte. 


acyl /ay-syl/ 1. Ghem. the monovalent racical of a 
carboxylic acid. [German] 

AD abbr. cof a date, of the Christian cra. [Latin Ara 
Domini in the year of the Lord] 


a Usage Strictly. vw should precede a date ie.g. ww 
£10,, but uses such as fhe fenth century sy are well 
established. 


ad pn. collug. an adverusement. 

adage /ad-ij/ ». a tracliional maxim: a proverb. 
[froni Latin adagrn| 

adagio /i-dah-ji-oh/ Mu. @ ad. & adj. in slow 
time. @ 7. fl. -os an adagio movement or passage 
Hltalian, from ad agia "at case} 

Adam ». the first man. in the biblical and Koranic 
traditions. O not know a person from Adam 
be unable to recognize the person in question. 
from Hebrew “adam “man | 

adamant e ad). stubbornly resolute, @ m. archan 
diamond or other hard substance. [from Latin 
adamay adamant- “untameable’| a adamance 1. 
adamantine /). adamantly «/:. 

Adam’s ale ). water. 

Adam’s apple », ¥ the projection at the front of the 
neck formed by the thyroid cartilage of the larynx 


— mandibh 


é ( jawbone) 


eldam\ apple protuberance 


- thyroid cartilage 
vesuphagus 


— trachea 


ADAM’S APPLE: 
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adapt :. 1%. a foll. by fo fit, adjust cone thing to 
another. b foll. by fo, far, make suitable for a 
purpose, ¢ alter or modify vesp. a text). 2 ile & refl, 
usu. foll. by fo) become adjusted to new conditions. 
{from Latin adaplan| 0 adaptive ad). 

adaptable «wij. 1 able to adapt oneself to new 
conditions, 2 that can he adapted. a adaptability 
un. adaptably w«i/i. 

adaptation vv. Tithe actor process of adapting or 
being adapted. 2 a thing that has been adapted, 

adaptor #. (alo adapter 1a device lor making 
equipment compatible, 2° Brit a device for con- 
necung several clectuical plugs to one socket. 3 a 
person who adapts. 


an} 


ADG abbr 1 aide-de-camp. 2  analogue-digital 
converter. 

add i:/, 1 join (one thing to another) as a supple- 
ment (add insult to injury). 2 put together (numbers) 
to find their combined value. 3 say in addition. 
0 add in include. add to increase (/his adds to our 
difficulties), add up 1 find the total of. 2 (foll. by /o) 
constitute (adds up to a disaster). 3 collog. make sense. 
(from Latin addere| GQ added «add. 

addendum 7. (//. addenda) a thing (usu. some- 
thing omitted) to be added, esp. (in pl) as additional 
matter at the end of a book, [Latin, literally “thing 
to be added’ 

adder 7. a sinall often venomous snake, esp. the 
common viper, Vipera berus. [Old English nedre: n 
lost later by wrong division of a naddre| 

addict e ¢.f. & reff. (usu. foll. by fo) devote or apply 
habitually or compulsively; make addicted. @ 7, La 
person addicted to a habit (drug addict). 2 collog. an 
enthusiastic devotee of a pastime. [based on Laun 
addictus “assigned, devoted] 0 addicted ad). 

addiction ». the fact or process of being addicted. 

addictive adj. (of a drug, habit, ete.) causing addiction. 

addition 7. 1 the act or process of adding or heme 
added. 2 a person or thing added ta useful addition 
fo the leam). Oin addition joftcn foll. by fo) as soime- 
thing added. 

additional ad. aciclec, 
o additionally ad. 

additive e ». a thing added ( food additive, @ ad). 
I characterized by addition (additive process. 2 to be 
added, [from Late Latin additions] 

addle e.. 1 /, muddle, conluse. 2 iin (of an egg) 
hecome addled. @ ad. in comb.) muddled, unsouncl 
vaddle-brained. addle-head }, [Old English adela ‘liquid 
filth] 

addled «dj. 1 (of an egg) rotten, producing no 
chick, 2 muddled. 

add-on 7, something added to an existing object 
or quantity (also altrib: add on features are available). 


extra, supplementary, 


address e 1. 1 a the place where a person lives or 
an organization is situated. b particulars of this, 
esp. for postal purposes. ¢ Computing the location of 
an ttentof stored informauon, 2 & discourse deliv- 
ered to an audience. 3 skill) dexterity, readiness. 
4 Jin f/.) a courteous approach; courtship ¢ pay ane) 
dddrosves tn. @ vtr LV owrite the name and address 
of the intended recipient on yan envelope, packet, 
ete, 2 direct in speech or writing (remarks, a 
protest, etc). 3 speak or write to (addressed the audi 
eo, & direct one’s attention to. 5 Golf take aim 
at or prepare to hit (the ball. o address oneself 
to 1 speak or write to. 2 attend to. [based on Latin 
direciuy “cirect’| G addressable adj. 

addressee x. the person to whom something is 
addressed. 

adduce 2,/r cite as an instance or as proof «i 
evidence. [from Latin adducere| 

adenine 7. a purine derivative found in all living 
issue as a component base of DNA ot RNA. 
> DNA. [from German] 

adenoids 7.p/, Med. » a 
mass Of enlarged ly mph- 
auc Ussue between the 
back of the nose and the 
throat, often hindering 
speaking and breathing 
in’ the [based 
on Greek aden *gland’| 
0 adenoidal ad). 

adenoma ». | //. adeno- 
mas or adenomata, a 


young, 


adjure 


adequate adj. 1 sufficient, satisfactory. 2 (foll. by éo) 
proportionate. 3 barely sufficient. [from Latin adae- 
qualus made cqual’| cd adequacy 7. adequately adv. 

adhere wini, 1 (usu. foll. by fo) (of a substance) 
stick fast to a surface, another substance, etc, 2 (foll. 
by to) behave according to (adhered to our plan). 
3 (foll, by fo) give support or allegiance to. [based on 
Latin Aaerére ‘to stick’ 

adherent e 2. 1 a supporter of a party, person, 
etc. 2 a devotee of an activity. @ adj. (often foll. by fo) 
(of a substance) sticking fast. 0 adherence zn. 


a Usage See Usage Note at vritaton. 


adhesion 7. | the act or process of adhering, 2 the 

capacity of a substance to stick fast. 3 \fed. an 
abnormal union of surfaces due to inflammation 
or injury. 4 the maintenance of contact between 
a vehicle’s wheels and the road. 5 the giving of 
support or allegiance. [related to \wHini-| 


m Usage Adhesion is more common in physical 
senses (e.g. The glue has good adhesion), with adherence 
used in abstract senses (e.g. adherence to principles). 


adhesive e adj. enabling surfaces or substances to 
adhere to one another, @ 7, an adhesive substance. 
[irom French adhésif -ive] o adhesiveness 7. 

ad hoe adi. © ad). for a particular purpose (an ad hoc 
decision}. [Latin, literally ‘to this’] 

ad hominem adv. & adj. rclating to or associated 
with a particular person. [Latin, literally ‘to the 
person’ | 

adiabatic Physics @ adj. 1 impassable to heat. 
2 occurring without heat entering or leaving the 
system. @ x. a curve or formula for adiabatic 
phenomena. [from Greek adiabalos “impassable’| 
0 adiabatically adv, 

adieu /3-dew/ e@ ii. goodbye. @ 7. (pl. adieus or 
adieux /a-dew2/) a goodbye. {from (Old) French, 
from @ Diew to God’} i 

ad infinitum ad, withott lint; for ever. [Latin, 
literally “to infinity’| 

adipose adj. of or characterized by fat, esp. as 
stored in the body tissues: fatty. & peeast, ev. [based 
on Latin adeps adipis fat] 0 adiposity n. 

adit n. a horizontal entrance or passage in a mine. 

adjacent adj. (often foll. by f) lying near or 
adjoining. [from Latin adjavent ‘lying near to’| 
OD adjacency n. 

adjective 7. a word or phrase naming an attribute, 
added to or grammatically related to a noun. 
[based on Latin adjwere adect- “to throw to, 
attribule’] o adjectival adj. adjectivally ad. 

adjoin ¢.(r, be next to and joined with. [from Latin 
adjungere| 

adjourn «. 1 /: a put off, postpone. b break off 
(a meeting, clscussion, etc.) with the intention of 
resuming later. 2 mir (of persons at a mecting) 
a break off proceedings and disperse. b (foll. by ¢o) 
transfer the meeting to another place. [based on 
Old French jorn “day’| oO adjournment uw. 

adjudge of, 1 adjudicate 
{a matter). 2 pronounce judi- 
cially, 3 doll. by /o) aware 
judicially. 4 archaic condemn. 
[from Latin adjudicare] 

adjudicate + 1 il: act as 
judge in a court, coinpeti- 

tion, tribunal, etc. 2 decide 

} ; judicially regarding (a claim 

~—— adennids ete.). [based on Latin jude 

-1cly ‘judge’| 0 adjudication 

n. adjudicative adj. adjudi- 


nasal cavity 


i : tongue 

vlandlike benign tumour, cator /i. 

[modern Latin} adjunct 7. 1 foll. by Jo, of ) 
adept e adj. (loll. by al, fonsil a subordinate or incidental 
mo thoroughly proficient. thing. 2 an assistant. [from 
en. a skilled performer; Latin adjunctus ‘joined to’ | 
an expert. [lrom Latin ADENOIDS: co adjunctive adj. 

ad plus attained’) o ad- LOC AVION OF THE ADENOIDS = adjure wiz (usu. foll. by fo + 


eptly ad. adeptness n. 


IN TET 


HUMAN HLAD infin.) charge or request (a 


ai a) al 


adjust 


person) solemnly or earnestly, esp. under oath. 
[from Late Latin adjurare ‘to put a person to an 
oath’| 0 adjuration 7. 

adjust ». 1 / a arrange; put in the correct order or 
position. b regulate, esp. by a small amount. 2 
(usu. foll. by ¢) make suitable. 3 ¢ harmonize 
(discrepancies). 4 ir assess (loss or damages). 5 intr: 
(usu. foll. by é#) make oneself suited to; become 
familiar with (adjust to one’s surroundings). [based on 
Latin juxa ‘near’] oO adjustable adj. adjustability 
n. adjuster n, adjustment n. 

adjutant 1. 1 a .\/i/. an officer who assists superior 
officers by communicating orders, conducting corre- 
spondence, etc. b an assistant. 2 (in full adjutant 
bird) a large black and white S. Asian stork of the 
genus Leptoptilos. [based on Latin adjutare ‘to assis 

Adjutant General 7. (//. Adjutant Generals) a 
high-ranking army administrative officer. 

adjuvant e adj. 1 helpful, auxiliary. 2 Mfed. (of ther- 
apy) apphed after mitial treatment for cancer, esp. 
to suppress secondary tumour formation, @ 7. 1 an 
adjuvant person or thing. 2 ed. a substance which 
enhances the body’s immune response to an anti- 
gen. [from Latin adjucant- ‘helping’ | 

ad lib e wnt, (ad libbed, ad libbing) speak or 
perform without preparation; improvise. @ ad). 
improvised. @ adv. as one pleases; to any desired 
extent. @ 7. something spoken or played extempore. 
{abbreviation of Latin ad /ibitum ‘at (one’s) pleasure’ | 

adman 7. (f/. admen) collog. a person who 
produces advertisements commercially: 

admin 7. Bril. collog. administration. 

administer ». | /. attend to the running of {(husi- 
ness aflairs etc.); manage. 2 /x a be responsible for 
the implementation of (the law, a punishment, 
etc.). b Ecel. perform the rites of (a sacrament). 
e (usu. foll. by é) direct the taking of (an oath), 
3 t a provide, apply (a remedy). b deliver 
(a rebuke). 4 tnd, act as administrator. [from Latin 
adnmunistrare| O administrable ad). 

administrate 0/7, © inf, administer (esp. business 
affairs); act as an administrator. 

administration 7. 1 a management of a business, 
institution, ete. b (prec. by. éhe) \. Amer the people 
responsible for this. 2 the management of public 
affairs; government. 3 the government in power. 
4.\. Amer. the term of office of a political leader on 
government. 5 Administration) (in the US) a 
government agency (the Food and Drug Adnunistration), 
6 Law the management of another person's estate. 
7 (foll. by of a the administering of jusuce, an 
oath, etc. b application of remedies. 

administrative ad). of or relating to the manage- 
ment of affairs. O administratively adi: 

administrator 7. 1 a person who aciministers a 


business or public affairs. 2 a person capable of 


organizing, 3 | fem. admuinistratrix) Law a person 
appointed to manage the estate of a person who 
has died intestate. 

admirable ad). 1 deserving admiration, 2 excel- 
lent. [from Latin admirahilis| 0 admirably adv. 

admiral 7. 1 a the commancdcr-in- 
chief of a country’s navy. b a naval 
officer of high rank; the com- 
mander of a fleet or naval squad- 
ron. e ‘Admiral) an admiral of 
the second grade 2 » a boldly 
patterned nymphalid butterfly (red 
admoal: whit admiral). [based on 
Arabic ‘a@nir ‘commander | 

Admiral of the Fleet 77. an acmiral of 
the first grade. 

Admiralty 7. ( /. -ies) 1 (fut. except in ules 
in the UK) the department admuinisicring 
the Royal Navy. 2 (admiralty) Law the 
maritime branch of the administranon of 
justice. 

admiration 7. 1 pleased contemplation. 2 re- 
spect; warm approval. 3 an object of this (eas 
the admiration of the whole town). 


INDIAN RED 


lanessa indica 


admire wf, 1 regard with approval, respect, or 
satisfaction. 2 express one’s admiration of. [from 
Latin admiran’ ‘to wonder at’) 0 admiring adj. 
admiringly ad: 

admirer 7. 1 a woman’s suitor. 2 a person who 
admires. 

admissible adj. 1 (of an idea) worth considering. 
2 Law allowable as evidence. 3 (foll. by to) capable 
of being admitted. [related to apsir] Oo admis- 
sibility 1. 

admission 7. 1 an acknowledgement (admission 
of error). 2 a the process or right of entering or 
being admitted. b a charge for this (admission is £5), 
3 a person admitted to a hospital. [Middle English, 
related to abmir| 

admit 7. (admitted, admitting) 1 f#: a acknow- 
ledge; recognize as true. b accept as valid. 
2 inti: (foll. by to) acknowledge responsibility for 
(a deed, fault. etc.). 3 @ a allow (a person) 
entrance or access. b allow (a person) to be a 
member of (a group ete.) or to share in (a 
privilege etc.). ¢ (of a hospital etc.) bring in 
(a person) for residential treatinent. 4 f. (of 
an enclosed space) have room for. 5 itr (foll. 
by of) allow as possible. [Middle English, 
from Latin admuttere ‘to let into] 

admittance n. the right or process of admit- 
ung or being admitted (vo admittance except on busi- 
HESNI, 

admittedly adv. as an acknowledged fact (admittedly 
there are problems). 

admix 7. 1 fx, & intr, (foll. by with) mingle. 2 tr add 
as an ingredient. 

admixture 7. 1 a thing added, esp. a minor ingre- 
dient. 2 the act of adding this. [based on Latin 
admiscére admixt- “to mix 1y'] 

admonish ?:/7, 1 reprove. 2 (foll. by fo+ infin., or that 
+ clause) urge. 3 vive earnest advice to. 4 (full. by of) 
warn. [fr@m Latin admonée “to warn] 0 admon- 
ishment /). admonition ”. admonitory «dj. 

ad nauseam adi. to a disgusting degree. | Latin, 
literally ‘to sickness’| 

ado ». busy activity; fuss, trouble. oO without more 
(or further; ado immediately. [from Old Norse] 

adobe /i-doh-)i/ 7. 1 an unburnt sun-dried brick. 
2 the clay used for these. [from Arabic] 


adolescent e adj. between childhood and adult- 
hood, @ x, an adolescent person. [trom Latin 
adulesrent- “growing up| G adolescence n. 
Adonis 7. a handsome young man. [from Greek 
Adonis, name of a youth loved by Aphrodite] 
adopt 2/1 take (a person) into a relationship, esp. 
mother’s child as one’s own. 2 choose to follow 
action etc.j. 3 take over san idea 
etc, from another person. 4 Brit. choose as a can- 
dicate for office. 5 Brit. tof a local authority) 
accept responsibility for the maintenance of (a 
road ¢te.). 6 accept: formally approve (a report, 
accounts, etc.) [from Latin adoplare ‘to 
for oneself”| o adoption pn. 
adoptive alirib.adj. as a result of adoption (adoptirx 
parents). 0 adoptively adv, 
adorable adj. 1 deserv- 
ing adoration. 2 collug. 
delightful, charming, 
Oo adorably «adr. 
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advance 


adore 7.17, 1 regard with honour and deep affection. 
2 worship as divine. 3 collog. like very much. [from 
Latin adorare ‘to worship’| 0 adoration n. adorer 
n, adoring ad). adoringly ade. 

adorn wt; 1 add beauty to; be an ornament to. 
2 decorate. [from Latin adornare ‘to deck out’| 
Oo adornment /. 

adrenal /i-dree-nadl/ @ «ad. 1 at or near the 
kidneys. 2 of the adrenal glands. @ 7. (in full 
adrenal gland) ¥ cither of two ductless glands 


above the kidneys, secreting adrenalin etc. 
> enpocrini. [based on Latin renes kidneys’ | 
adrenal gland | inferior vena cava 
> 
adrenal gland 


aorta 


kidney 


U \ renal artery | I 


renal vein 
ADRENAL GLANDS » = i 


adrenalin /4-dren-a-lin/ n. (also adrenaline: 1a 
hormone secreted by the adrenal glands, causing 
excitement and stimulation. 

adrift adv. © predw.adj. 1 drifting. 2 at the mercy of 
circumstances. 3 Bri. collog. a unfastened. b out of 
touch, ¢ absent without leave. d (often foll. by of’) 
failing to reach a target. e out of order. 

adroit adj. dextcrous, skilful. [from French a droit 
‘correctly'| 0 adroitly adv. adroitness n. 

ADSL «abbr asymmetric digital subscriber line, a 
technology for transmitting digital mformation 
over standard telephone lines which allows high- 
speed transmission of signals from the telephone 
network to an mdividual subscriber. 

adsorb @./7: usu. of a solid: hold (molecules) to its 
surface. causing a thin film to form. [related to 
sorb] GC adsorbable ad. adsorbent adj. @ n. 
adsorption »), (also adsorbtion). 

aduki var. of vstwi. 

adulate «/ flatter obsequiously. [based on Latn 
adulaluy tawned upon’| G adulation x. adulatory 
ad). 

adult @ a). 1 mature, grown-up. 2 a of or for adults 
(adult education). b euphem. sexually explicit (adult 
films). @ n. 1 an adult person. 2 Laz a person who 
has reached the age of majority. [from Latin adultus 
‘grown up | G adulthood n. 

adulterate v./7, delase (esp. foods) by adding other 
substances. [based on Latin adulleratus ‘corrupted’ 
o adulteration 7, adulterator 1. 

adulterer 7. (fem. adulteress) a person who 
commits aclultery. [from obsolete verb adulter| 

adultery 1, (//. -ies) voluntary sexual intercourse 
etween a married person and a person other than 
his or her spouse. [based on Old French avoutr 
‘aculterer’, assimilated to Latin adullerium| o adult- 
erous «1. 

adumbrate »/7, 1 indicate faintly. 2 represent in 
outline. 3 foreshadow, typify. [based on Latin adum 
bratuy “overshaclowed’] 0 adumbration ». 

advance e¢. 1/7, & itz move or put forward. 2 int 
make progress. 3 /, a pay (inoney? before it is due 
b lend money). 4 promote (a person, cause, 01 
plan). 5 # put forward (a claim or suggestion. 6 

an event) to occur at an earlier date. 7 4 

ia price). 8 intr rise (in price). 9 & jas 

advanced adj.) a far on in progress (th 
well advanced . b ahead of the times 


CAUSE 


raise 


A 


advanced level 


e@ 7. 1 an act of going forward. 2 progress. 3 a 
payment made before the duc time. € a loan. 
3 (esp. in p/.; often foll. by fo) an amorous or friendly 
approach. 6 a rise im price. @ altribad. done or 
supplied beforehand (advance warning). 0 advance 
on approach threateningly, in advance ahead in 
place or time. [based on Late Latin abante ‘in front’| 
advanced level x. a GCE examination of a stand- 
ard higher than ordinary level and GCSE. 
advanced supplementary level ». a GCE 
examination with a smaller syllabus than advanced 
levels. 

advance guard 7. a body of soldicrs preceding the 
main body of an army. 

advancement #. the promotion of a person, cause, 
or plan. 

advantage e 7. 1 a beneficial feature. 2 benefit, 
profit (¢s not to_your advantage). 3 (often foll. by aver) a 
better position; superiority in a particular respect. 
4 Tennis the next point won after deuce. @ 7.t7 1 be 
beneficial or favourable to. 2 further, promote. 
0 take advantage of 1 make good use of (a 
favourable circumstance). 2 exploit (a person), esp. 
unfairly. 3 euphem. seduce. to advantage in a way 
which exhibits the merits (7was seen to advantage). 
{from Old French avantage (11.), avantager (v.), related 
to apvvnci}| 0 advantageous adj. advanta- 
geously «du. 

Advent 1. 1 the season belore Christmas. 2 the 
coming or second coming of Christ. 3 advent, the 
arrival of a person or thing. [from Latin adventus 
‘arrival | 

Adventist n. a member of a Christian sect that 
believes in the imminent second coming of Christ. 
Oo Adventism 7. 

adventitious ad). 1 accidental, casual, 2 added 
from outside. 3 Biol. formed accidentally or in an 
unusual anatomical position. > Bik. O adventi- 
tiously adv. 

Advent Sunday 1. the first Sunday in Advent. 

adventure e 7. 1 an unusual and exciting experi- 
ence. 2 a daring enterprise; a hazardous activity. 
3 enterprise (the spirit of adventure). 4 a commercial 
speculation. @ 7.ini, 1 (often foll. by into, upon) clare 
to go or come, 2 (fol, by on, upon) dare to undertake. 
3 engage in adventure. [from Latin adventurus 
‘about to happen’| d adventuresome «dj. 

adventure playground ». 57i/. a children’s play- 
eround with materials for clhmbing on, building 
with, ete. 

adventurer 7”. ( //. adventuress) 1 a person who 
secks adventure. 2 a financial speculator. 

adventurism 7. 2 tendency to take risks. oO adven- 
turist 1. 

adventurous ad), 1 rash, yventuresome: enterpris- 
ing. 2 characterized by adventures. o adventur- 
ously adi. adventurousness 7. 

adverb ». a word or phrase that moclifies or quali- 
fies another word or a word-group, expressing a 
relation of place, time, manner, cause, degree, ete. 
e.g. gently. quite. then, there). [from Latin adverbium| 
Oo adverbial ad). 

adversarial ad). 1 involving conflict or opposition. 
2 opposed, hostile. 

adversary 1. //, -ies) 1 an enemy. 2 an opponent 
in a sport or game. [from Latin adversarius, related 
(oO VERSE] 

adverse adj. (often foll. by fo) 1 contrary, hostile. 
2 injurious. [from Latin advenus, based on vertere to 
turn | O adversely adi. 

adversity n. (pl. -ies) 1 adverse fortune. 2 a mis- 
fortune. [from Latin advenitas, related to wv iesi.] 

advert! /ad-vert/ 1. Bril. coll. an advertisement. 
[abbreviation | 

advert? /ad-vert/ iinir. toll. by to literary refer in 
speaking or writing. [from Latin adierter| 

advertise ». 1 4. ‘also abvol.) draw attention to o1 
describe favourably goods, services, or vacant pos 
itions, ina public mediuin in order to sell, or to seek 


by 


employces. 2 (: make generally or publicly known. 
3 inir. (foll. by for) seek by public notice. [from Old 
French a(d)zertir| 0 advertiser n. 

advertisement 7. 1 aa public notice or announce- 
ment, esp. one advertising goods or services in 
newspapers or in broadcasts. b collog. a person or 
thing regarded as a means of conveying the merits 
of something (he’s a good advertisement for a healthy 
lifestyle). 2 the act or process of advertismy 

advice 1. 1 words offered as a recommendation 
about future action or behaviour. 2 information 
given; news. 3 formal notice of a transaction. [from 
(Old) French ais] 

advisable adj. to be recommended; expedient. 
0 advisability n. 

advise 7. 1 /r (also absol.) give advice to. 2 ft, recom- 
mend; offer as advice (they advise caution; advised me to 
rest). 3 t. inform, notify. 4 mix (foll. by wth) US 
consult. [based on Latin visare “to see to’ | 

advised adj. deliberate, considered. 0 advisedly 
ade 

adviser 1. (also disp. advisor) a person who advises. 
esp. one appointed to do so. 


a Usage The variant form adisoris fairly common. 
but is considered incorrect by some people. 


advisory adj. 1 giving advice (an advisory body). 
2 consisting in giving advice. 
advocaat 7. a liqueur of eggs, sugar, and brandy, 
Dutch, literally ‘advocate’, being originally an 
advocate’s drink] 
advocacy 2. 1 (usu. foll. by of) verbal support for a 
cause, policy, etc. 2 the function of an advocate. 
related to :yocare] 
advocate e #7. 1 (foll. by of) a person who speaks in 
avour. 2 a person who pleads for another, 3 aa 
professional pleader in a court of justice. b Sc a 
varrister, @ 7./n 1 recommend or support by argu- 
ment (a cause, policy, ete.). 2 plead for, defend. 
from Latin advocatus “called to] 
adze (L’S also adz) e@ 7. a tool like an axe with 
an arched blade at right angles to the handle, used 
or cutting away the surface of wood. @ 7/7. dress 
or cut with an adze. [Old English] 
adzuki 7. (in full adzuki bean) jalso 
aduki; 1 an annual leguminous 
plant, } gna angularis, native to China 
and Japan. 2 » the small dark red 
edible bean of this plant. [from 
Japanese azuki] 
aegis /ee-jis/ n. G under the 
aegis of under the auspices off 
(Latin, froin Greek aigis, the myth- 
ical shield of Zeus or Athene] 
aegrotat /I-gro-tat/ n. Bri. 1a certifi- 
cate that a university student is too ill 
to attend an examination. 2 an exam- 
ination pass awarded in such circum- 
stances. [Latin, literally “is sick’ 
aeolian /ec-oh-li-an/ adj. (US eolian) wind-horne. 
|based on Latin Aeolus, god of the winds] 
aeolian harp #. a stringed instrument or toy that 
produces musical sounds when the wind passes 
through it, 


Aeolian mode 7. .\fus. the mode represented by 
the natural diatonic scale AA. [ Latin Aeolian ‘from 
Aeolis’ Gin Asia Minor), from Greek Avolis] 

aeon /ee-6n/ 2. (also eon) 1 a very long or indef- 
inte period. 2 an age of the universe. 3 ststron. a 
thousand million years. {from Greek ain ‘age’ 

aerate (./: 1 charge (a liquid) with a gas. 2 expose 
to the mechanical or chemical action of the air 
{based on Latin ger ‘air’| 0 aeration 7. aerator 7. 

aerial e 7. a structure by which signals are trans- 
mitted or received as part of a radio or television 
transmission or receiving system. @ adj. 1 by or from 
ov involving aircraft (aerial photogiaphy). 2 a existing, 
moving, or happening in the air. b of or in the 
atmosphere; atmospheric. [based on Greek aé 
‘air’ | 0 aerially adv. 


ADZUKI BEANS 


aerialist 7. a high-wire or trapeze artist. 

aerial torpedo see 1oxreno 7. |b. 

aerie var. of cyrir, 

aero- comb. form 1 air. 2 aircraft. [Greek] 

aerobatics 7.~/. feats of expert flying and man- 
oeuvring of aircraft. 

aerobe 7. a micro-organism usu. growing in the 
presence of air, or needing oxygen for growth. 
[from Greek aer ‘air’ + bios “life’] 

aerobic ad. 1 of or relating to aerobics. 2 Biol. 
relating to or requiring free oxygen. 

aerobics 7.//. (often treated as sig) vigorous exer- 
cises clesigned to increase the body’s oxygen intake. 

aerodrome ”. Bri. a small airport or airfield. 

aerodynamics 71./)/. (usu. treated as sing.) the study 
of the interaction between the air and solid bodies 
moving through it. 0 aerodynamic adj. aero- 
dynamically adv. aerodynamicist 7. 

aerofoil n. Brit. ¥ a structure with curved surfaces 
(e.g. a wing, fin, or tailplane) designed to give lift 
in flight. > aircRArT, INDYCAR 


low-pressure, 
JSast-moving airflow 


uplift 


high-pressure, slower-moving airflow 


AEROFOIL: AEROPLANE WING 


aeronautics 7.f/. (usu. treated as sing.) the science 
of motion or travel in the air, 0 aeronautic ad). 
aeronautical ad). 

aeroplane 7. esp. Bri. as powered heavier-than- 
air flying vehicle with fixed wings. > aircrart, 
riGHitr. [French aéroplane] 

aerosol 7. 1 a a substance packed under pressure 
and able to be released as a fine spray. b a container 

holding this. 2 a system of colloidal particles 

dispersed in a gas (e.g. fog or smoke). 

aerospace / 1 the Earth’s atmosphere 

and outer space. 2 the technology of 

aviation in this region. 

aesthete /eess-thect/ n. (US also 
esthete) a person who has or pro- 
fesses to have a special appreciation 
of beauty. [from Greek aisthétés ‘a 
person who perceives’] 

aesthetic /cess-thet-ik/ ((°S also 
esthetic) e ad. 1 concerned with 

beauty or the appreciation of beauty. 

2 having such appreciation; sensitive to 

beauty. 3 in accordance with good taste, 
@ 7. 1 (in pl.) the philosophy of the beautiful. 2 a set 
of principles of good taste and the appreciation of 
beauty. [based on Greek austhéla “things perceived’ | 
0 aesthetically adv. aestheticism 7. 

aesthetician ». (('S also esthetician; 1 a person 
versed in or devoted to aesthetics. 2.) Amer a 
beautician. 

aestival /eest-i-val/ adj. (U/S estival) formal be- 
longing to or appearing in summer. [Middle 
English via Old French from Latin aestivalis] 

aestivate /eest-i-vayt/ mini (US estivate) 1 <vo/. 
spend the summer or dry season in a state of 
torpor. 2 formal pass the summer. 0 aestivation n. 

aether var. of Litik 2.3. 

aetiology /ve-ti-ol-dji/ n. (US etiology) 1 the 
assignment of a cause or reason. 2 the study of 
causation. 3 Med. the causation of diseases 
and disorders as a subject of investigation. [from 
Greek aitiologia| O aetiologic ad). aetiological ad). 
aetiologically ado. 

AF abbr. audio frequency. 


afar 


afterglow 


afar adv. at or to a distance. 0 from afar from 
a distance. [Middle English] 

affable adj. friendly, good-natured. [from Latin 
affabilis| 0 affability n. affably adv. 

affair n. 1 a concern; a business; a matter to be 
attended to (that is my affair). 2 a celebrated or note- 
worthy happening or sequence of events. 3 = Love 
vrpain. 4 (in pl.) a ordinary pursuits of life. b busi- 
ness dealings. ¢ public matters (curren! affairs). [from 
Old French ajaire, from a faire ‘to do’) 

affect! ut, 1 produce an effect on (éhe recession did 
not affect business). 2 touch the feelings of (affected 
me deeply). [based on Latin affectus ‘influenced’] 
0 affecting ad). affectingly adv. 


mw Usage Affect should not be confused with effect 
which means ‘to bring about’, e.g. The government 
effected great changes. 


affect? vt, L pretend to have or feel (affected indiffer- 
ence). 2 (foll. by éo + infin.) pretend. 3 assume the 
character or manner of (affect the freethinker|. 4 make 
a show of liking or using (she affects fancy hats). [from 
Latin affectare ‘to aim at’, related to aritcr’ | 

affectation 7. 1 a contrived manner of behaviour. 
2 (foll. by of) a studied display. 3 pretence. [related 
to AFFECT? | 

affected adj. 1 in senses of arruct!, arrncr?. 2 artifi- 
cially assumed (an affected air of innocence). 3 (of a 
person) full of affectation; artificial. 0 affectedly 
adv. 

affection n. fond feeling. [related to arrect] 

affectionate adj. fond; showing love or tenderness. 
[from medieval Latin affectionatus| 0 affection- 
ately adu 

affective adj. concerning the affections; emotional. 
0 affectivity 7. 

afferent adj. Physiol. conducting inwards or towards 
(afferent nerves) (opp. errcrent). [from Latin afferent- 
‘bringing to’| 

affiance w/7. (usu. in pasyive) liicrary promise to give 
in marriag¢. [from medieval Latin affidare ‘to swear 
on oath’] 

affiant n..N. Amer a person who makes an affidavit. 

affidavit n. a written statement confirmed by oath, 
for use as evidence in court. {medieval Latin, liter- 
ally ‘has stated on oath’} 

affiliate ev. 1 & (usu. in passive; foll. by to, wrth) 
connect (a person or society) with a larger organ- 
ization. 2 #: (of an institution) adopt (a person) as a 
member or (a society) as a branch. 3 mir. (foll. by to, 


with) associate oneself with a society or political - 


party. @ 7. an afliliated person or organization. 
[from medieval Latin affilatus ‘adopted’] 0 affili- 
ation 7, affiliative ad). 

affiliation order 7. Bri. a leeal order that the man 
judged to be the father of an illegitimate child must 
help to support it. 

affinity n. (p/. -ies) 1 a natural attraction to a 
person or thing. 2 relationship, esp. by marriage. 
3 resemblance in structure between animals. 
plants, or languages. 4 a similarity of character- 
istics; family likeness. 5 Chem. the tendency ot 
certain substances to combine with others. 
[based on Latin affinis ‘related’ | 

affinity card 7. 1 a discount card issued to 
people with a common interest. 2 (in the UK) a 
bank card for which the bank donates to a specific 
charity etc. a portion of the money spent using the 
card. 

affirm 2. 1 ¢ assert strongly; stale as a fact. 
2 intr. a Law make an affirmation. b make a formal 
declaration. [from Latin affirmare| 

affirmation 7. 1 the act or process of affirming 
or being affirmed. 2 Law a solemn declaration by 
a person who conscientiously declines to take an 
oath. 

affirmative e adj. 1 asserting that a thing is so. 2 (of 
a vote) expressing approval. @ 7. 1 an affirmative 
statement, reply, or word. 2 (prec. by the) a positive 
or affirming position. e mt. esp. N. Amer yes. 


in the affirmative so as to accept or agree to 
a proposal; yes (the answer was in the affirmative). 
[from Late Latin affirmativus] 0 affirmatively adv. 

affirmative action 7. esp. \V. Amer. action favour- 
ing those who suffer from discrimination. 

affix e utr /a-fiks/ 1 (usu. foll. by to, on) attach, 
fasten. 2 add in writing. 3 impress (a seal or stamp). 
en. /af-iks/ 1 an appendage; an addition. 2 Gram. 
an addition or element placed at the beginning 
( prefix) or end (suffix) of a root, stem, or word, or in 
the body of a word (i/ix), to modify its meaning. 
[from medieval Latin affixare| 0 affixation n. 

afflict uf inflict suffermg on. Oo afflicted with 
suffering from. [from Latin afflictare] 


m Usage See Usage Note at inruicr. 


affliction 7. 1 physical or mental distress. 2 a cause 
of this. 

affluence 7. an abundant supply of money etc.; 
wealth. [from Latin affluentia, related to \rrLuenT] 

affluent adj. 1 wealthy, rich. 2 abundant. [from 
Latin affluent- ‘flowing towards’| o affluently adv. 

afford vir 1 (prec. by can or be able io) 
a have enough money, time, etc. for; 
be able to spare (cannol afford lo buy a 
car; can afford £50). b be in a position 
to do something (can’t afford to lose). 
2 provide (affords a view of the sea). 
[Old English geforthian ‘to promote’| 
o affordable adj. affordability n. 

afforest v/ convert into forest; 
plant with trees. [from medieval 
Latin afforestare| CO afforestation 7. 

affray n. a breach of the peace by 
fighting or rioting. [based on Old 
French esfreér “to frighten’] 

affront @ 7. an open insult ( feel 2 an 
affront), @ vir 1 insult openly. 2 offend. [from Old 
French afronter ‘to slap in the face’] 

Afghan e 7. 1 aa native or national of Afghanistan. 
b a person of Afghan descent, 2 the official 
language of Afghanistan; also called Pasuto. @ ad). 
of or relating to Afghanistan, its 
people, or its language. [from 
Pashto (official language of 
AMfghanistin | 

Afghan hound », ¥ a tall hunt- 
ing dog of a breed with long 
silky hair. > po 


AFGHAN HOUND 


aficionado /§-fis-yO-nah-doh/ 7. (pl. -os) a de- 
votee of a sport or pastime. [Spanish] 

afield adv. away fron) home; to or at a distance (esp. 
in phr far afield,, [Middle English| 

afire adv. G predic.adj. 1 on fire. 2 intensely roused 
or excited, 

aflame adv. © predic.adj. 1 in flaines. 2 = viet 2 

afloat adv. & predic.ad. 1 floating in water or air. 
2 at sea; on board ship. 3 out of debt or difficulty. 
4 in general circulation. 5 full of or covered with a 
liquid. {Old English] 

AFM abbr. (in the UK) Air Force Medal. 


AFRICAN VIOLET 
( Saintpauha “Bright Eyes’) 


afoot adv. & predic.adj. in operation; progressing. 
afore prep., conj., © adv. archaw or dial. before; 
previously; in front (of). [Old English] 
afore- prefix before, previously (aforementioned). 

a fortiori adv. & adj. with a yet stronger reason 
(than a conclusion already accepted). [Latin] 

afoul adv. (in phrs. fall afoul of, run afoul of) 
NV. Amer. foul (see rai, Run). 

afraid predic.adj. 1 (often foll. by of, or that or lest + 
clause) frightened. 2 (foll. by éo+ infin.) reluctant for 
fear of the consequences (afraid to go in). O be afraid 
(foll. by that + clause) collog. admit or declare with 
regret (I’m afraid there’s none left). [based on Old 
French esfreér ‘to frighten’ | 

afresh adv. anew; with a fresh beginning. 

African e 7. 1 a native of Africa (esp. a dark- 
skinned person). 2 a person of African descent. 
e@ adj. of cr relating to Africa. [from Latin Afrcanus] 
o Africanize v./y: (also -ise). 

African-American e 7. a black American. @ adj. of 
or relating to black Americans. 

African violet 7. <a small E. African 
plant of the genus Saintpauha, with 
velvety leaves and blue, purple, or 
pink flowers, esp. S. zonantha. 

Afrikaans 7. ihe language of the 
Afrikaner people, developed from 
Dutch. [Dutch, literally African’] 

Afrikaner 7. an Afrikaans-speaking 
white person in S. Africa, esp. of 
Dutch descent. [Afrikaans, on the 
pattern of Hollander ‘Dutchman’ 
etc.| 

Afro e adj. (of a hairstyle) long and 
bushy, as grown by some blacks. 
e 7. (pl. -os) an Afro hairstyle. 

Afro- comb. form African. 

Afro-American adj. G n. = ArRICAN-AMERIGAN. 

Afro-Caribbean e 7. a person of African descent 
living in or coming from the Caribbean. e aq). relat- 
ing to Afro-Caribbeans. 

Afrocentric adj. centring on African or Afro- 
American culture. 

afrormosia 7. 1 an African tree, Perwopsis elata. 
yielding a hardwood resembling teak. 2 this wood. 

aft udv. Naut. & Aeron. at or towards the stern or tail. 

after e prep. 1 a following in time; later than (after six 
months; after midnight). b \. Amer. in specifying time 
(a quarter after eigh!). 2 in view of (after your behaviour 
tonight what do you expect?). 3 in spite of (after all my 
efforts I've still not succeeded). 4 behind (shut the door after 
you). 5 in pursuit or quest of (run after them; 1s after 
a job). 6 about, concerning \asked after her). 7 im allu- 
sion to (named him William after the prince). 8 i imita- 
tion of (a painting after Rubens). 9 next in iniportance 
to (the best book on the subject afier mine), 10 accordmeg 
to (after a fashion). @ conj. m or at a time later than 
that when (left after they arrived). @ adv. 1 later in time 
(soon after). 2 behind in place (followed on after). 
e ad. 1 later, following (in afler years). 2. Naut. nearer 
the stern (after cabins). O after all 1 in spite of all 
that has happened or has been said etc. (after all, 
what does it matter?). 2 m spite of one’s exertions, 
expectations, ete. (dred for an hour and failed afier all; 
he came afler all!). [Old English] 

afterbirth 1. the placenta and foctal membranes 
discharged from the womb after the birth of off- 
spring. 

afterburner /. an auxiliary burner in a jet engine 
to increase thrust. 

aftercare 1. 1 care of a person after a stay in hospi- 
tal or on release from prison. 2 a subsequent main- 
tenance. b support offered to a customer following 
the purchase of a product. 

after-effect 7. an effect that follows after an mter- 
val or after the primary action of something, 

afterglow 7. 1 a light or radiance remaining alter 
its source has disappeared. 2 a pleasant feeling 
remaining after a pleasurable experience 


after-hours 


after-hours a/iyth.adj. taking place afier normal 
hours. 


after-image 7. an image retained by a sense organ 


and producing a sensation after the cessation of 


the stumulus. 

afterlife 1. 1 Relig. hic after death. 2 life at a later 
time. 

aftermarket n. 1 a market in spare parts and 
components. 2 Stock Exch. a market im shares after 
their original issue. 

aftermath 7. 1 consequences or after-eflects he 
aftermath of war). 2 dial. new grass growing after 
mowing, [earlicr in sense ‘later mowing’: based 
on obsolete math mowing | 

aftermost «idj..\au/. furthest alt. 

afternoon ». the me from noon or lunchume to 
evening (this afiernoan, during the afternoon). 

afters 1.)i/. Brit. collog. the course following the main 
course of a meal: dessert. 

aftershave 7. an astringent lotion for use after 
shaving. 

aftershock ». a lesser shock following the main 
shock of an earthquake. 

aftertaste 4. a taste remaming after eating or 
drinking, 

afterthought 2. an item or thing that is thought 
of or added later. 

afterwards adi. US also afterward) later. sub- 
sequently. [Middle English] 

afterword ». concluding remarks in a book. 

Ag! yynb. Chem. the element silver. [Latin argentan| 

Ag? abby. antigen. 

Aga un. Bril. prop a type of heavy heat-retaining 
cooking stove or range intended for continuous 
heating. {from Svenska. tktienbolage 
ackumulator Swedish Gas .Aecumulator 
Company), the original manufacturer] 

aga rn. vin Muslim countries, esp. under the 
Ottoman Empire: a commander: a chief [from 
Lurkish aga ‘master | 


(ras- 


again adi. 1 another time; once more. 2 as ina 
previous position or condition (bach again: quite ieell 
avam,, 3 in addition falf as many again), & lurther, 
besides agai. what about the children). 5 ov the other 
hand J mught, and again [night not), {Old Enelish | 
against prep. Lin opposition to « fight against crime, 
am against hanging: agains! the law), 2 nto collision 
or in contact with van against a rock lean against the 
wally. 3 to the disadvantage of (Ais age ts against him . 
4 in contrast to (against a dark backwound ). 5 an- 
ticipation of or preparation for against a rainy day. 
6 as a compensating factor to (icone against expend: 
iture. 7 in return for Wyvwwed agaanl payment of the Jee) 
[Micelle English| 
Aga Khan ». the spiritual leader of the Nizari sect 
of Shvite Mustiny. 
agamospermy ». $0/. asexual reproduction by 
division of an unteruhized ovule. [Greck aganuy 
‘unmarried + sperma “seca | 
agapanthus 2. any lilylike 
plant of the fiican) venus 
Agapanthus, (from Greek agafn 
‘love’ + anthas flower’ | 
agape’ «ad; 
gaping, esp. with wonder. 
agape? /ag-ii-pi/ n. 1a Christ- 
jan feast in token of fellowship. 
2 Theol, Christian love, esp. as dis- 
tinct from erotic love, (Greek. liter- 
ally “brotherly love’] 


& produ wad), 


agar /ay-gar/ 1. a gelatinous sub- 
tase obtained! trom seaweed and 
used in inaking soups, biological 

culture media, etc. [Malay | 
agaric #. <4 ny lungs ol the 
family \garicaceae, melding 


AGARIC: the common edible mush- 
SHGMtite Ae NSC) 1 room. Ce MES PROOM. rian 
Vacroh prota rhacodes. stoar. {from Greek rthun| 


agate /ag-it/ 7. » a hard 
usu. banded variety of 
chalcedony. [from Greek 
akhates| 

agave /i-gay-\i/ 7n. any 
plant of the genus Agave, 
eg, the American aloe. 
[based on Greek agauos ‘ilus- 
trious’| 

age @ 7. La the length of time 
that a person or thing has 
existed. b a particular point in 

or part of one’s life (old age, voting 
age. 2 a often in pl.) collog. a long 
time ( for ages). b a chstinct period 
of the past (golden age: Middl 
dyes). ¢ Geol. a period of time. dia 
generation, 3 old age (the peevishness 
of age). @ v. pres. part. ageing, 
aging) 1 intr. show signs of ad- 
vancing age (has aged recently), 2 intr. 
grow old. 3 if, mature. 4 /s cause 
or allow to age. G come of age 
reach adult status. [based on Latin 
aevum “an age of time’} 

aged adj. 1 /ayjd/ a of the age of \aged 
ten). b that has been subjected to ageing. 

2 /ay-jid/ having lived long; old, 

age group 7. a number of persons or things classed 
together as of similar age. 

ageing 7. (also aging) 1 growing old. 2 giving the 
appearance of advancing age. 

ageism 7. discrimination on the grounds of age. 
Oageist adj. ©. 

ageless ad). 1 never growing or appearing old or 
outmoded. 2 eternal, timeless. 


AGATE: 
POLISHED SELIG 


feldspar 


/ 
quarts / 


age-long ad}, lasting for a very long me. 

agency 1. | //. -ies) 1 the business, establishment. 
or function of an agent (lave! agency). 2 a active 
operation: action ( free agency). b Intervening acuion 
Hertilized by the agency of insects). © action personified 
(an invisible agency). 3 also Agency) a deparunent 
or body providing a specific service for a govern- 
ment. cle, (Cniled Nations relief agency. [based on 
Latin ager’ “to do’| 

agenda 1. ; /)/. agendas: 1 a list of items of business 
to be considered at a meeting, 2 a series of things to 
he done; a plan of action, [Laun, literally ‘things to 
be done’| 

agent 1. 1 a a person who acts for another in busi- 
ness ete, (/ilerary agent). b a person or company that 
acts as broker and provides a specified service (es/ate 
agent), © a travelling salesman or saleswoman. da 
spy. 2 a person or thing that exerts power or 
produces an effect (ovidizng agents. [based on Laan 
agere “to do’| 

agent noun vv. a noun denoting an agent or agency 
(e.g. lawrver, accelerator). 

agent provocateur /a2/-alin prd-vok-i-ter/ 7. 
pl. agents provocateurs /ronunc. same! a person 
employed to tempt suspected offenders to self-incrim- 
inating action. [French, literally provocative agent | 

age of consent 7. the age at which consent to 
sexual intercourse is valict in law. 

age-old «ad. having existed for a very long time. 

agglomerate ef & ite Y collect into a mass: 
accumulate ina disorderly way @ 7. a Mass or 
collection of things. @ adj. collected into a mass. 
[vom Latin agglomendtus “added to’| 0 agglomer- 
ation 7. agglomerative adj. 

ageglutinate © 1 /), unite as with vlue. 2 0. & intr: 
Biol. cause or undergo rapid clamping of bacteria 
cles, [based on Latin gluten -iniy “gluc’| 0 agglu- 
tination /). agglutinative «/). 

agglutinin 1 Biol, an antibody or other substance 
causing agelutination. 

aggrandize 2/7, (also -ise) 1 increase the power, 
rank, or Wealth of. 2 cause to appear greater than 
is the case. [from French agandir| 0 aggrandize- 
ment /: 


AGGREGATE ROCK 


agonize 


aggravate uf, 1 increase the gravity of (lhe 
war was aggravating the situation). 2 disp. annoy, 
exaspcrate (a person). [based on Latin aggra- 
vatus ‘made heavy’] 0 aggravating adj. disp. 
in sense 2. aggravation 7. disp. in sense 2. 


m Usage The use of aggravate to mean 
‘annoy, exasperate’, is regarded by some 
people as incorrect but is common in informal 
use and dates back to the 17th century. 


aggregate @ 7. 1 a collection of, or the total 
of, disparate elements. 2 pieces of 
crushed stone, gravel, etc. used in 
making concrete. 3 a Geol. 4a 
mass of mincrals formed into 
solic rock. b a mass of par- 
ticles. @ adj. 1 (of disparate 
elements) collected into one 
mass. 2 constituted by the 
collection of many units 
into one body. 3 Bol. (of a 
group of species) compris- 
ing several very similar 
species formerly regarded as 
a single species. @ uf G@ intr 
collect together; combine in- 
to a whole. 0 in the aggre- 
gate as a whole. [from Latin 
aggregatus “herd together, associated’] a aggre- 
gation //, aggregative ad). 
aggression 7. 1 the act or practice of attacking 
without provocation. 2 an unprovoked attack. 
3 forcefilness. 4 Psychol. a hostile or destructive 
tepdeney, such behaviour. [from Latin aggressio 
“attack | 
aggressive ad). 1 (of a person; a given to ageres- 
sion. b forceful. 2 (of an act) hostile. 3 of aggres- 
sion. DU aggressively adv. aggressiveness 1. 
aggressor 7. a person who-attacks without provo- 
cation. [Late Latin] - 
aggrieved ad). having a grievance. [based on Old 
French agrever “to make heavier] caggrievedly ad. 
aggro n. Bril. slang ¥ aggressive trouble-making, 
2 trouble. . 
aghast /icdic.adj. filled with consternation or dis- 
may. {Middle English] * 
agile ad). quick-moving, nunble, active. [from Latin 
agilis| 0 agilely adi. agility n. 
aging var of \GiiNu. 
agitate «. 1 ¢ disturb or excite (a person or [eelings), 
2 intr st up interest or concern, esp. publicly. 
3 tr shake or move. [based on Latin agitatus “moved 
to and fro’] b agitatedly ad. agitator n. 
agitation ». 1 agitating or being agitated. 2 mental 
ATINICHN, 
AGM addr. Bri. annual general meeting. 


mica 


agnail 7. 1 a piece of torn skin at the root of 
a fingernail. 2 soreness trom this. [Old English] 

agnate e aid). L descended esp. by male line from the 
same male ancestor, 2 of the same clan or nation. 
3 akin, @ 7. a person who is descended esp. by male 
line from the same male ancestor. [based on Latin 
natus *born’) 0 agnatic ad). agnation n. 

agnosia 7, \ed. the loss of the ability to interpret 
sensations, [from Greck agndvia ignorance’ | 

agnostic @ 7. a person who believes that nothing 
is known of the existence or nature of God or of 
anything beyond material phenomena. @ adj. of o1 
relating to agnostics or agnosticism. [based on 
Greek giv *knowledge’] 0 agnosticism 7. 

ago adv. earlicr, before the present (fen years ago). 
[Middle English, from obsolete verb ago “to pass’) 

agog @ ad: cagerly, expectant. @ predic.adj. cager, 
expectant, [from Old French en gogues “in merry 
mood | 

a gogo adz. in abundance (whisdy @ goyo:. [French] 

agonistic ad, polemical, combative. [from Greck 
agonitikos, related to \Gon. | 

agonize ¢. (also -ise) 1 ini: undergo (esp. mental 
anguish. 2 f (as agonized adj.) expressing agony 


» 


agony 


(an agonized look). [from Greek agonizesthai ‘to 
contend’| o agonizingly adv 

agony 7. (fl. -ies) 1 extreme suffering. 2 a severe 
strugele. [based on Greek agon ‘contest’ | 

agony aunt 7. (masc. agony uncle) Bri. collog. a 
person who answers letters in an agony column, 

agony column 7. Bril. collog. 1 a column in a 
periodical offering personal advice to readers who 
write In. 2 = PERSON \. COLUMN. 

agoraphobia 2. Psychol. an abnormal fear of open 
spaces or public places. [based on Greek agora 
‘place of assembly’| G agoraphobe 7. agorapho- 
bic adj. G n. 

AGR abr. advanced gas-cooled (nuclear) reactor, 

agrarian adj. t of or relating to the land or its culti- 
vation. 2 relating to landed property. [hased on 
Latin ager agri ‘field’| 

agree v. (agrees, agreed, agreeing) 1 inl, hold 
a similar opinion (J agree with you). 2 intr. (often 
foll. by to, or to + infin.) consent (agreed to go). 3 intr. 
(often foll. by wth) a become or be in harmony. 
b suit; be good for (caviar didn't agree with him). 
c Gram. have the same number, gender, case, or 
person as. 4 i, Brit. reach agreement about (agreed a 
price). 5 tr Brit. consent to or approve of (terms, a 
proposal, etc.). 6 & Brit. bring into harmony. 7 iniz. 
(foll. by on) decide by mutual consent (agreed on a 
compromise). Q agree to differ leave a difference 
of opinion unresolved. be agreed have reached 
the same opinion. {based on Latin gratus ‘pleasing’ | 


agreeable ad. 1 pleasing. 2 (often foll. by f) (of 


a person) willing to agree (was agreeable lo going: 
3 conformable. [based on Old French agreer “to 
agree’| 0 agreeableness 7. agreeably ad. 
agreement 7. I the act of agreeing: the holding of 
the same opinion (reached agreement). 2 mutual 
understanding. 3 an arrangement between parties 
as to a course of action etc. 4 Gram. having the 
same number, gender, case, or person. 5 mutual 
conformity; harmony. 


agribusiness 7. 1 agriculture conducted on strictly 
commercial principles, esp. using aclvancecl tech- 
nology, 2 an organization engaged in this. 0 agri- 
businessman 7. (//. -men). 

agriculture 2. the science or practice of cultivating 
the soil and rearing animals. [based on Latin ager 
agen field’| 0 agricultural ad. agriculturalist 1. 
agriculturally adv. agriculturist n. 

agrimony 7. (//. -ies) <4 any perennial 
plant of the genus Agramonia, esp. A. eupa 
fora with small yellow flowers. [from 
Greek argemoné ‘poppy | 

agro- comb. form agricultural. [from Greck 
agros “held’} 

agrochemical 7. a chemical used in 
agriculture. 

agroforestry 7. agriculture mcorporat- 
ing the cultivation and conservation of 
frees 

agronomy 7. the scicnce of soil manage- 
ment and crop production. [based on 
Greek agros ‘field’ + nemdemn * to arrange | 
C agronomic adj. agronomist //. 

aground predic.ad. G adv. (of a ship) on 
or on to the bottom of shallow water (ru 
aground}. [Middle English] 

ague /ay-gew/ n. 1 fist. a malarial fever. 
2 a shivering fit. [from medieval Latin 
acuta ( febris) ‘acute (fever)| O agued ad) 

AH abby. in the vear of the Hegira {\ 622): 
of the Muslim era. 

ah int. expressing surprise, pleasure, real- 
ization, resignation, Cte. 

aha ini. expressing surprise, tmumph., 
irony. etc. 

ahead adi. 1 further forward in space o1 
time. 2 in the lead (ahead on points). 3 in 

the line of one’s forward motion 
(roadworks ahead). 4 straight 

forwards. [originally nautical] 


AGRIMONY 
rimonia eupaloria 


ahem in/. used to attract attention. gain time, or 
express disapproval. 

ahoy i. .Vaul. a call used in hailing. 

AI abbr. 1 aruficial msemination. 2 artificial intelli- 
gence. 

AID abby. artificial insemination by donor. 

aid e 7. 1 help. 2 financial or material help given 
by one country to another. 3 a person or thing that 
helps. @ vz 1 help. 2 encourage (sleep cell aid recov- 
ery). Qin aid of Bri. in support of. [based on Latin 
adjuvare ‘to help’} 

aide . 1 an aide-de-camp. 2 an assistant. 

aide-de-camp /ayd-dé-kahng/ n. (p/. aides-de- 
camp /ronunc. same) an officer acting as a confi- 
dential assistant to a senior officer. [French, literally 
‘camp adjutant | 

aide-mémoire /ayd-mem-wah/ 7, (//. aides- 
mémoires or aides-mémoire pyonunc. same) 
an aid to the memory. [French, literally “help- 
memory | 

Aids ni. (also AIDS) acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome, a viral condition marked by severe loss 
of resistance to infection and so ultimately: fatal. 
factonvin| 

aigrette n. La white plume from an egret. 2 a tuft 
of feathers or hair. 3 a spray of gems or similar 
ornament, [French] 

aikido n. a Japanese form of self-defence and 
martial art. [ Japanese, literally “way of integrating 
the spirit} 

ail ¢. 1 fr archaic trouble or afflict wehal ail him.. 
2 inti: be ill. [Old English} 

aileron 7). ¥ a hinged surface in the trailing edge 
of an aeroplane wing, used to control lateral 
balance. & wina. [French, literally ‘little wing” ] 


fixed leading eda 
oo - weung- lip 


aul 00 ——— 
Se 
frimtab | | servotab 
AILERON: ALROPLANI WING-TIP 


WPDRNILERON BI ENC HET 


ailing adj. 1 ill, esp. chronically. 2 in poor condition, 

ailment 7”. an illness, esp. a minor one 

aim e7. t ini). intend or try (aim at wmnaig, am to 
rein). 2 t direct or point {a weapon, remark, ete.) 
3 int; take aim, 4 inf (foll. by a/, for) seck to attain 
or achieve, @ 2. 1 a purpose or design; an object 
ained at. 2 the directing of a weapon, missile, ete., 
at an object, O take aim direct a weapon ctc. al 
an object. [from Latin aestimare ‘to reckon’| 

aimless adj. without aim or purpose. 0 aimlessly 
adi. aimlessness /. 


ain’t conl, collag. 1am not: are not: is not (ke ant 
nico. 2 has not; have not “int yeen hun 
a Usage -tin? is generally unacceptable in spoken 


and written English, except in representauons ol 
dialect specch. 


air ev. 1 an visible gaseous substance surround- 
ing the Earth, a mixture mainly of oxygen and 
nitrogen. 2 a the Earth’s atmosphere. b the Irce 
space in the atmosphere (birds of the air: in the open 
an, © the atmosphere as a place where aircrali 


operate or as a medium for transmitting radio 


Air Commodore 


waves. 3 a a distinctive characteristic (an air of 
absurdity). b one’s manner, esp. a confident one (ceah 
a triumphant air). ¢ (esp. in pl.) an affected mannei 
(gave himself airs). 4 \fus. a melody. 5 a breeze o1 
light wind. @ wt: 1 Brit. warm (washed laundry; to 
remove damp. 2 expose (a room etc.) to the open 
air; ventilate. 3 express publicly (an opinion, griev- 
ance, etc.). G airs and graces affected elegance 
designed to impress. in the air (of opinions or feel- 
ings) prevalent; gaining currency. on (or off) the 
air in (or not in) the process of broadcasting. tread 
(or walk) on air {cel clated. up in the air (of pro- 
jects etc.) uncertain; not decided. [from Greek ae] 

air bag 7. ¥ a safety device that fills with air or 
nitrogen on impact to protect the occupants of a 
vehicle in a collision. 


CEST AvrD 


AIR BAG? GAR IMPAC1 
INFLAVPABLE AIR BAGS 


airbase 7. a base for the operation of milttary 
aircraft. 
air-bed . Bri/. an inflatable mattress. 
air bladder ». a bladder or sac filled with air in 
fish or some plants (cf. swin-BLappeR). 
airborne adj. 1 transported by air. 2 (of aircraft) 
in the air after taking off: 
air brake ». 1 a brake worked by air pressure. 
2 a movable flap or other device on an aircraft 
to reduce its speed. 
airbrick 1. Bri. a brick perforated with small 
holes for venulation. 
air bridge 7. Bril. a portable bridge or walkway 
put against an aircraft door, 
airbrush e 7. W an artist's device for spraying 
paint by means of compressed air. @ w/e paint or 
yaint over with an airbrush, esp. for the purpose 
of enhancement. 


paint pot 


handle 


air supply pipe 


Airbus i 


alrcralll 


prop an 
designed — to 


AIRBRUSH 


carry a large number ol 
passengers economically. esp. over relatively short 
rOnTCS 

Air Chief Marshal n. an RAF officer of high 
rank, below Marshal of the RAF and above An 
Marshal 

Air Commodore » 
Group Captain 


all RAL officer next above 


AIRCRAFT 


Aeroplanes, helicopters, and microlights use aerodynam- _ be varied by increasing or decreasing engine power 
A ics to overcome gravity. An upward force, known as lift, and by adjusting wing dynamics. Hot-air balloons and 
| is achieved by creating more air pressure beneath the airships become airborne using light gas or heated air 
| wings (or rotary blades) than above them. The degree of — within a balloon envelope. Gliders must be towed or 
lift depends on the surface area of the wings or blades, winched into the air, but, once airborne, their light, 


and the speed of airflow across them. These factors can — aerodynamic construction prolongs descent. 


navigational aerial ——— 

orator! rune . 
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aerial . ‘ jin 
registration 
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eeeeronid 7 
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air-conditioning 


air-conditioning 7. ® a system for regulating 
the humidity, ventilation, and temperature in a 
building or vehicle. 0 air-conditioned adj. air- 
conditioner #1. 

air corridor 7. = cowpon 4. 

aircraft n. (pl. samc) 4a machine capable of flight, 
esp. an aeroplane or helicopter. 

aircraft carrier 7, a warship that carries acro- 
planes, 

aircraftman 7. (//. -men; /em. aircraftwoman, 
pl. -women) the lowest rank in the RAE, 

air cushion 1. 1 an inflatable cushion. 2 the layer 
of air supporting a hovercraft or similar vehicle. 

airdrop e x. the act or an instance of dropping 
supplies, troops, etc. by parachute, @ ul (dropped. 
-dropping) drop (supplies etc.) by parachute. 

Airedale x. < a large terricr 
of a rough-coated breed, 
> po, [from the name of a 
Yorkshire district] 

airer 7. Bri. a frame or stand 

for airing or drying clothes etc. 

airfield n. an area of land 

where aircraft take off and land, 

are maintained, ete. 


airflow 7. the flow of air 
esp. that encountered by a 
moving aircraft or vehicle. 


AIREDALE 


air force n. the branch of the armed forces 
concerned with defence in the air. 

airgun 7.» a yun using com- 
pressed air to propel pellets. 

airhead 2. 1 Afi/. a forward 
base for aircraft in enemy 


cocking 
lever and 


territory. 2 slang a silly or barrel 
foolish person. 
air hostess 7. Lril. a paston 


stewardess in a passen- 
ger aircraft. 

airing 7. 1 exposure 
to fresh air, ésp. for 
exercise or an 


~ lrigger 


° ‘ “ie 
excursion. 2 Bri. el 
re fet 3 
exposure (of laun- ’ 
dry etc.) to warm lhand grip pellets 


air. 3 public expression 


: ook AIRGUN:? REILLXED 
of an opinion etc. 


. AIR PISTOL 
air lane n. a path or 


course regularly used by aircraft. 
airless adj. 1 stuffy. 2 without wind or breeze, 
fm airlessness 1. 
air letter n. a sheet of hght paper forming an 
airmail letter, 
airlift en. the transport of troops and supplies by 
air, esp. in an emergency. @ v./7 transport in this way 
an organization providing a regula 
transport On one or 


airline 7 
public service of air 
POULCS, 


more 


airliner 7. a large passenger aircraft. > vinci 

airlock 7, 1 a stoppage of the flow in a pump 
or pipe, caused by an air bubble. 2 a compartment 
with controlled pressure and paralle! sets of doors. 
to permit movement between areas at different 
pressures. 

airmail 7. 1 a system of transporting mail by air. 
2 mail carried by air. 

airman 7. (//. -men) 1 a pilot or member of the 
crew of an aircraft. 2a member of the RAF below 
commissioned rank. 

Air Marshal 7. an RAF officer of high rank, below 
Air Chief Marshal and above Air Vice-Marshal. 
air mile n. 1 a nautical mile used as a measure 
of distance flown by aircraft. 2 (Air Miles) pl. propr. 
points (equivalent to miles of free air travel 
accumulated by buyers of airline tickets and other 

products 
airmiss 7. Bril. a circumstance in which two 
aircraft in flight on different routes are less than a 
prescribed distance apart 


AIR-CONDITIONING 

| An all-season air-conditioning system 
controls air temperature and humidity. 
In summer, air is passed 
through a cooling unit, 

| where heat is absorbed by a 
liquid refrigerant evaporat- 
ing in a cooling pipe. In 
winter, air 1s blown over a 

| heating element and 
carnied through 
ducts to warm the 
building’s rooms, 
A moisture unit 
regulates the 

| air’s humidity. 

| ar 

mnlet 


air filter 
blower fan 


airmobile ad./of troops, that can he moved about 
by air. 

Air Officer n. any RAF officer above the rank of 
Group Captain. 

airplane n..N. Amer. = siroriani 

air plant 7. » a plant growing 
naturally without soil. 

airplay n. broadcasting (of re- 
corded music). 

air pocket 7. 1 a cavity contain- 

ing air. 2 a region of low pres- 
sure etc. causing an aircraft 
to lose*height suddenly. 
airport 7. a complex of run- 
ways and buildings for the take- 
off, landing, and maintenance of 
civil aircraft. with facilities for 
Passengers 

air raid 7. an attack by aircraft. 

air rifle n. a rifle using com- 
pressed air to propel pellets. 

air sac 7. an cxtension of the 
lungs in birds or of the tracheae 
in Insects, SONGBIRD 

airship 7. a power-driven aircraft 
that is lighter than air. > urckari 

airsick ad. affected with nausea due to travel in 
an aircraft. 0 airsickness 1. 

airspace n. the air available to aircraft to fly 
in, esp. the part subject to the jurisdiction of a 
particular country, 

airspeed x. the specd of an aircraft relative to the 
air through which it is moving, 

airstrip /. a strip of ground suitable for the take-off 
and landing of aircraft. 

air terminal x. 1 Bv/. an airline office in a town to 
which passengers report and which serves as a base 
for transport to and from an airport. 2 = t.knatn. 3. 

airtight qd. not allowing air to pass through. 

airtime 7. time allotted for a broadcast. 

air traffic control 7». the control of air traffic 
by giving radio instructions to pilots concerning 
route. altitude. take-off. and landing. 0 air traffic 
controller n. 

Air Vice-Marshal 1), an RAF officer of high rank, 
just below Air Marshal. 

airwaves 1.fil, radio waves used in broadcasting. 

airway 7. 1 a passage by which air reaches the 
lungs. 2 a a recognized route followed by aircraft 
b often in pl.) = viru. 

airwoman 2, (//. -women) t a woman pilot o1 
member of the crew of an aircraft. 2 a femal 
member of the RAF below commissioned rank 


duct for recycling aur 


heating element 


Alar 


GROSS-SLOTION OF A BUILDING SHOWING AN 


ALL-SEASON AIR-CONDITIONING SYSTEM 


expansion valve 
\ condenser 


duct for 
hot or 
cold air 


moisture 
unit 


compressor 


cooling 


pipe 


cooling unit \ boiler 


airy adj. (airier,. airiest) 1 well-ventilated, breezy. 
2 flippant, superficial. 3 a light as air. b graceful, 
delicate. 4 insubstantial. ethereal. immaterial. 
O airily adv. airiness 7. 

airy-fairy adj. collog. unrealistic. impractical, fool- 

ishly idealistic. 

aisle /rhymes with mile/ n. 1 part of 
a church parallel to the nave, chou, 
or transept. 2 a passage between 
rows of pews, seats, shelves of 
goods, etc. [from Latin a/a ‘wing’| 

aitch n. the name of the letter H. 
0 drop one’s aitches fail to 
pronounce the initial ’ in words. 
[from Old French ache] 

aitchbone 7. I the buttock or rump 
bone of cattle. 2 a cut of beef 
lying over this. [Middle English 
nache bone ‘buttock’: for loss of 2 
cf. AppLR| 

ajar adi. & predic.adj. (of a door) 
slightly open. [from earlier on char: 
Old English cerr ‘a turn’| 

aka abbr. also known as 

akee var. of ackee. 

Akela n. collog. the adult leader of a 
group of Cub Scouts, officially termed Cub Scout 
Leader. [from the name of the wolves’ leader in 
Kipling’s Jungle Book (1894—-5)] 

akimbo adv. (of the arms) with hands on the hips 
and elbows turned outwards. [Middle English] 

akin predic.adj. 1 related by blood. 2 of similar or 
kindred character. 

akvavit var. of sguwi. 

Al sy77b. Chem. the element aluminium. 


AIR PLANT 
Tillandsia caput-medusae 


@ la /ah lah/ prep. after the manner of (4 /a russe 
[Faench} 

alabaster e 7. a translucent usu. white form of 
gypsum. @ adj. 1 of alabaster. 2 like alabaster in 
whiteness or smoothness. [from Greek alabast(rjos] 

a la carte adv. G adj. ordered as separately priced 
item(s) from a menu, not as part of a set meal. 
[French, literally ‘according to the card (menu,’| 

alack ini. also alack-a-day, archaic an expression 
of regret or surprise. 

alacrity 1. briskness or cheerful readiness. [based 
on Latin alacer “brisk 

a la mode ad. & adj. 1 fashionable. 2 a sof beef 
braised in wine. b .\. Amer, served with ice cream 
[French literally ‘in the fashion] 

Alar n. fropr. a growth retardant sprayed on fruit 
and vegetables to enhance the quality of the crop 
[20th-century coinage] 


alarm 


alarm e 7. 1 a warning of danger etc. 2 a a 
warning sound or device. b = warm crock. 3 fright- 
ened expectation of danger difficulty. @ if 
1 frighten or disturb. 2 arouse to a sense of danger. 
[from Italian all arme! “to arms!'| 0 alarming adj 
alarmingly «d:. 

alarm clock n. a clock with a device that can be 
made to sound at the ume set in advance. & CLock 


or 


alarmist @ 7. a person given to spreading needless 
alarm. @ adj. creating needless alarm. 0 alarmism 7; 

alas ini. an expression of grief. pit, or concern. 

alb n. a white vestment reaching to the feet. worn by 
clergy and servers in some Christian Churches. 
[from ecclesiastical Latin alba fem. ‘white’] 

albacore z. 1 a long-finned tunny. Thunnus alelunga. 
2 anv of various other related fish. [from .Arabic 
al bakr the young camel or al baktir ‘the precocious 
one | 

Albanian e 7. 1 aa native or national of \lbania 
in SE Europe. b a person of Albanian descent. 
2 the language of .Albania. e adj. of or relating 
to Albania. tts people, or its language 


albatross vn. 1 a ¥ any long-winged bird of the 
family Diomedeidae, inhabiting the Pacific and 
Southern Oceans. & si wiry 

b an encumbrance in allu- 

sion ta Coleridge’s The Rome of 

the Ancient Mariner. 2 Bnit. Golf a \ 
score of three strokes under pai 

at anv hole. [alteration influenced 

by Latin albus ‘white’ of 17th 

century coinage al a 

fray. applied ta vari- 2 

ous seabirds} , = 
albedo» chiefly s 

Astron. the propor : 

tion of the incident ALBATROSS: 

light that is reflected pee Sa 

by a surface. |Latin, Dian don «a 
“whiteness | 
albeit con. though he fried. atheit acitno 


suecess . [hterally ‘although it be that] 
albino 7. f/.-os <4 
person or animal having 
a congenital absence of 
the skin. hair. 
and {Spanish & 
Portuguese. based on Latin 
albus ‘white’| o albinism n. 
Albion 7». Britain’ or 
England. (Old English 


pigment in 


ieNtss, 


a. Via Latin from 

Celuc. — probably 

related to Latin 

wee white? with 

MEBUNOS NERIC VS reference to the white cliffs 


(UWE) Teal 


Rihugme of Dover] 


album: [a blank book fon 
inserting photographs et. 2 a a long-pla\ing 
gramophone record. b a set ol recordings issued 
together, fLaun, literally “a blank table | 
albumen »). 1 eve white 2 Bot. the substance 
found between the skin and wverm ot 
1, [Latin] 
any Of a class of water-soluble protems 
white. milk from French 
abunun | O albuminous “/) 


seeds: 


Many 
=, Niotosty 5 


albumin » 


found in cue blood. ct 


alchemy ». f/. -ies 1 the medieval forerunner ol 
chemistry, esp. secking to turn base metals inte wold 
or silver, 2 a miraculous transformation or thi 
achiev mg this, based on Greek Ap qa 
‘art of transmutnng metals] ao alchemical 
alchemist » 


alcohol ». 1 


volatile 


means off 


a volourless 
ul= 


in full ethyl alcohol 


inflammable liquid forming the intoxic 


ing clement in wine, beer. spirits. ete.. and alse used 
as a solvent, as fucl, ete Iscrcalled +f 2 chink 
containing this Aad als jou ateahol 3 Ch 

any of large Class of organic cCOMpout thar 
contain one or more hydroxy) wre lte 


carbon atoms. [earher applied 10 ke 


ALGA 


There are over 20.000 species of alga, ranging 
from microscopic, single-celled diatoms to g 
seaweeds. Most algae live in water, and near 
all are autotrophic, producing their own food 


through photosynthesis as plants do. 


EXAMIBPEESTOF ALGAE 


lag 


DINTONI GRE 


Chlamydi 


Thalaystosira species 


sublimation, hence a 

al-kuhl the koh! ] 
alcoholic @ (dj. of. relating to. containing. or caused 

by alcohol. @ 7. a person suffering from alcoholism. 


distilled spirit: from Arabic 


alias 


colony of cells 


: daughtey colony 
nant ; 
gelatinous sheath 


GREEN ALGA 
Jolvox species 


reproduc UN 


ae 


; ; 
chamber 
extoplaxm 


vtalk 
ite diay 
chloroplast 
FH nico 
ie hizoid 
TN: Weta GREEN ALGA 


UNA Species -teetabularia species 


against danger or attack. [based on Italian all” erta 
‘to the watchtower] o alertly ad:. alertness 1: 

A level n. Brit. = wv weep itstt. 

alexandrine e ad). of having: six 


a line of verse 


alcoholism 7x. 1 an addiction to iambic feet. @ 7. an alexandrine line. [based on 
ee the consumpuon of alcohol. 2 the French déevandre Alexander the Great. the subject 
diseased condition resulting from this. of an Old French poem in this mete] 
alcopop nv. Brit. collog. a reach-mined alexandrite 7. Af! 4 4 


carbonated drink containing weohol. 
alcove 1. a re: 


or a garden. 


ess. esp. in the wall of a room 
{from Arabic al hubba “the 


aldehyde n. Chien 
compounds formed by the oxidation 
of alcohols. [abbreviation of modern 
Laun alcohol dehy enatum “alcohol 
deprived of hyvdre ‘| a aldehy- 
dic adj 
al dente /al den-tay/ a). 
of pasta etc. cooked 
still firm when bitten. [Italian literall 
“to the woth | 
alder 7. 1 als) alder tree a tree of the 
genus .dénw, related to the birch. bearing 
catkins and toothed leaves. esp. -1. 
nosa, common in damp ground, 2 the wood of this 
tree. [Old English] 
alderman 7. //, -men 1 esp. a co-opted 
member of an Enelish county or borough council, 
next in dignin the Maxor 2 alder- 
woman. /)/.-women .\.. liner & Austral. an elected 
member of a city council. [Old English. from aldo 
‘patriarch | G aldermanic ad) 
aldosterone /al-dos-t@-rohn 7 


any of a class of 


ATLG 


S adi. 


sO as to be 


to tent. 


a coru- 


Physiol. 


costeroid hormone which sumulates absor puon of 


sodium by the kidnevs and so regulates water and 
salt balanes 
ale 1. 1 esp. Brit. beer now usu. as a trade word . 


2.\. Amer a type of beer fermented rapidly at high 
temperatures, [Old English} 


to red variety of 

chrvsobervl, originally found 
in the Urals. [named after 
Tsar .f/evander IW of Russia} 
alexia 7. the inability to see 
words or to read. caused hy 
a delect of the brain. [based 
on Greek /ews ‘speech’ from 

legen, “to” speak’, confused 
with Latin /egere “to read’) 
alfalfa 1. a clover-like plant. 

MeM%cago sativa. grown for 
lodder. [from Arabic aljasfaya, a green fodder] 

alfresco ad:. © in the open air tae lunched 
alfryco., [from Tvalian al fresco “in the fresh air j 

alga 1. ‘pl. algae /al-ji/) usu. in fl.) & a non- 
flowering stemless usu. aquatic plant. 6 algal ad) 

algebra 7». the branch of mathematics that uses 
letters to represent and quantities m 
formulae and equations. [from Arabic a/-jabr “the 
reunion of broken parts’) 0 algebraic adj. alge- 
braically ad:. 

-algia comb. form \fed. denoting pain ina part oY cl- 
fied by the first element newaleia’. [from Greek alea 
‘pain ‘| QO -algic com, form forming adjectives 

alginic acid ». Che. an insoluble carbohydrate 
found chiefly as salts in many brown seaweeds 

Algol in. a high-level computer programming 
language. [blend of algorithmic and Lyset vr] 

ooo alo Algonkian e 7. 1 a member of 
any of a large group of scattered N. American 
Indian ee s. 2 any of the family of languages 


green 


ALEXANDRITE 


ad). 


numbers 


aleatoric ad). depending onthe — alembu head used by them, including Cree and Ojibwa. @ adj 
re ae aa a ae, or relating lo these peoples or their languages 
ae A [from Adgonquin, N. American tribal name] 
aleatory ad). = inn ~ algorithm 7. \fath. a process or set of rules 
alehouse w. /is/. a tavern used for calculation or problem-solving, 
alembic 7. 4.1, ® an apparatus ne [froma Arabic a/-Aievarizmi, comnomen 
are used ‘4 eo [Irom eee ae of a Sth-century mathematician} 
Arabic al ‘ankok the still] ee 0 algorithmic ad) algorith- 
alert @ wi). 1 \ivilant: reads to take j aia adi. : 
acuon, 2 nimble esp. of mental eo a alias /ay-li-’s/ e ad: 
faculties y attentive. @ 7. a Warning = apernt =Ine distilled also named or known 
call or alarm. @ of, make alert: i Rapic liquid ——S as. en. a false name. 
warn were ablated to the dane : Latin. = otherwise 
on the alert on the lookout ALEMBIC ate inet - 


Re 


alibi 


alibi /al-i-by/ x, (pl. alibis) 1 a claim, or the 
evidence supporting it, that when an alleged act 
took place one was elsewhere. 2 disp. an excuse. 
|Vatin, literally "clsewhere’| 


a Usage [he use of alibi in sense 2 is informal and 
to some people unacceptable, 


alien e ad. 1 a (often foll. by 40) unfamiliar; not in 
accordance; unfriendly, hostile; repugnant (army 
discipline way alien to him; struck an alien note). b cifler- 
ent or separated. 2 from a foreign country (help from 
alien powers). 3 of or relating to beings from other 
worlds, 4 Bot. (of a plant species) introduced from 
elsewhere and naturalized. @ n. 1a foreigner. 2 a 
heing from another world. 3 an alien species. {from 
Latin ahenus ‘belonging to another’| G alienness 1, 

alienable adj. Law able to be transferred to new 
ownership. o alienability zn. 

alienate »./, 1 a cause (a person) to become hostile. 
b cause (a person) to feel estranged from (friends, 
society, ctc.). 2 transfer ownership of (property) to 
another person etc. G alienation n. 

alienist 7. (/S a psychiatrist. 

alight’ 7. in/7. (alighted) 1 esp. Bri. a descend from 
a vehicle. b dismount from a horse. 2. descend 
and settle; come to Karth from the air. 3 (foll. by on) 
find by chance; notice. [Old English| 

alight? adv, & piedic.adj. 1 on fire; burning (set the shed 
alight; is the fire stall alight?). 2 lit up; excited (eves alight 
with expectation). {Middle English| 

align @/r, 1 put ina straight line or bring into line 
(books neatly aligned on the shelf). 2 (usu. foll. by with) 
bring (oneself etc.) into alliance with (a cause, 
policy, political party, etc.). [based on French @ lene 
‘into line’| 0 alignment n. 

alike e adj. (usu. predic.) like one another; indistin- 
guishable, @ adv. in a similar way. [Old Enelish| 

alimentary «dj. of, rclating to, or providing nour- 
ishment. [based on Latin aleve “to nourish’ | 

alimentary canal 7. Anal. the passage along which 
food passes through the body from mouth to anus 
during cigestion. © pichs tion 

alimentation 7. lL nourishment; feeding. 2 main- 
tenance, support. [based on Late Latin alimentare 
‘to supply with food’ | 

alimony 7. csp. US money payable by a man to his 
wife or former wife or by a woman to her husband 
or former husband after they are separated o1 
divorced. [from Latin alimonia ‘nutriment | 

A-line adj. (of a garment) having a narrow waist 
or shoulders and a slightly flared skirt. 

aliphatic ad. Chem. of, denoting, or relating to 
organic compounds in which carbon atoms form 
open chains, not aromatic rings. [based on Greek 
aleiphar -atos ta’ | 

aliquot e ad. Alath. (of a part or portion) contained 
by the whole an integral or whole number of umes 
(4 as an aliquot part of 12). en. 1 Math. an aliquot 
part: an integral factor. 2 a known fraction of a 
whole; a sample. [Latin, literally “some, so many’| 

A-list 7. a real or imaginary list of the most cele- 
brated or sought-after individuals, esp. in show 
usincess. 

alive adj. (usu. predic.) 1 (of a person, animal, plant, 
etc.) living. 2 a (of a thing) continuing; in operation 
or action (kept his interest alive). b provoking interest 
(the topic is still very much alive today). 3 lively, active. 
4 charged with an electric current; connected to 
a source of electricity. 5 (foll. by 4) alert or respon- 
sive to. 6 (foll. by with) a swarming or tecming 
with, b full of. o alive and kicking colloy. very 
active; lively. alive and well still alive or active. 
[Old English] 0 aliveness n. 

alkali n. (p/. alkalis) 1 Chem. A any of a class 
of substances which neutralize acids and turn 
litmus blue, containing free hydroxide ions; a solu- 
ble base. > rH. 2 any soluble salt present in excess 
in the soil. [from Arabic a/ ali ‘calcined ashes’ | 

alkaline ad}. of, relating to, or having the nature of 
an alkali, 0 alkalinity 1, 


ALKALI 


An alkali is a water-soluble substance 
capable of accepting protons (hydrogen 
ions). When an alkali is added to water, 
it accepts protons (H*), from some of 
the hydroxonium ions (H,0*) and water 


water molecule 


(H,0) 


hydroxide ton 
(Ol) 


hydroxonium ion 


(H,0*) 


MOLTOGULES AND (ONS IN NEUTRAL WATER 


alkaloid n. Chem. any of a scries of nitrogenous 
organic compounds of plant origin, many of which 
are used as drugs. (German, related to kw] 

alkalosis n. Med. an excessive alkaline condition 
of the body fluids or tissues. 

alkane 1. Chem. ¥ any of a series of saturated 
aliphatic hydrocarbons having the general formula 
CpHonsy- 

alkene 7. Chem. ¥ any of a series of unsaturated 
aliphatic hydrocarbons containing a double bond 
and having the general formula C,,Ho,. 

alkyd n. (usu. altrih.) Chem. any of a group of synthetic 
resins derived from various alcohols and acids. 

alkyl 7. (usu. alirib.) Chem. a radical derived from an 
alkane by ‘the removal of a hydrogen atom. [hased 
on German . t/koho/| 

alkyne x. Chem. ¥ any of a series of unsaturated 
aliphatic hydrocarbons containing a triple bond 
and having the general formula C,,H»,». [based 
on KYL] 

all @ predet. 1 a the whole amount, quantity. or ex- 
tent of (all the upheaveal; all this clutter, wailed all day; all 
his life). b (with pl.) the enure number of (ail the others 
left; all ten men). 2 any whatever (beyond all doubt), 
3 ereatest possible (cevth all speed). @ pron. 1 a all 
the persons or (ings concerned (all were present). 
b everything (dhal ts all). 2 (toll. by of ) a the whole 
of (take all of it). b every one of (all of us). ¢ collog. as 
much as (a/l of six feet tall). d collog. wa state of (all 


ALKANE, ALKENE, ALKYNE 
Alkanes, alkenes, and alkynes are all hydro- 
carbons (compounds made up of hydrogen 
and carbon only). The three differ in the 
type of bonds that exist between their 
atoms. Alkanes have only single covalent 
bonds, meaning that the bonds are formed 


ALKANE 
hydrogen 


i alom 


carbon atom 1a 
‘ carbon 


alam 


single 
hond 


single bond 


SLOMIC STRUCTURE 
OL PROPANE 


peeved 541 ic 


ALKE: 


SURLCEURI 
OF PROPENI 


all 


molecules (HO) present, forming more 
water molecules and hydroxide ions (OH). 
‘The greater the number of hydroxide ions 
in the solution, the stronger is its alkalinity 
and the higher its pH value. 


hydroxonium ion | 
(H;0*) 


water molecule 


(H,0) 


hydroxide ton 


(OH) ’ 


MACECEEES ND lONSIN ASERALIN GE SOE TON 


of a dither). @ n. (prec. by my, your, etc.) one’s whole 
strength or resources (gave his all). @ adv. 1a entirely 
(dressed all in black: all round the room). b as an intensi- 
fier (a book all about ships; stop all this grumbling; it was 
all too clear). 2 Brit. collog. very (went all shy). 3 (foll. by 
the + compar.) a to that extent (if they go, all the better). 
b in the full degree to he expected (that makes it all 
the worse). 4 (in games) on both sides (feo goals all). 
oO all along all the time (he was joking all along). 
all and sundry cveryone. all but very nearly 
(he was all but drowned). all for collog. strongly in 
favour of. all in collog. exhausted. all in all every- 
thing considered, all manner of see Mannce. all 
one (or the same) a matter of indifference (it% a// 
one to me). all out involving all one’s strength or 
resources; at full speed (also, with hyphen, aftrh.: 
an all-oul effort). all over 1 completely finished. 2 in 
or on all parts of (esp. the body) (went hot and cold all 
over; mud all over the carpet). 3 collog. typically (that is 
you all over). 4 slang etfusively attentive to (a person). 
all right predic.ad. satisfactory; safe and sound; 
in good condition, @ adv. 1 satisfactorily (if worked 
out all right). 2 as an intensifier (that’s the one all right,. 
@ inf. an interjection expressing consent or assent 
{0 a proposal or order. all round (L’S also all 
around) 1 in all respects (a good performance all 
round ). 2 for each person (he bought drinks all round ,, 
all the same nevertheless, in spite of this (he was 
innocent but was punished all the same). al set collog. 
ready to start. all there ‘usu. in neg) collog. mentally 


by two carbon atoms sharing a pair of 
electrons. Alkenes have one or more double 
bonds between carbon atoms, where two 
pairs of electrons are shared. Alkynes have 
one or more triple bonds, the carbon atoms 
sharing three pairs of electrons. 


NI: Sho WINE 


hydrogen atom 


triple bond 


double 
hond 


; , \ 
carbon alom / | inel, 
hydrogen atom | single bond 


NEOMIC STRUCTURE 
OF PROPY NI 


Allah 


ALLEGORY 

This complex allegorical 
painting is based upon Classi- 
cal mythology. and warns of 
dangers and deceit disguised 
in false love. Venus, the 
Goddess of Love, is seducing 
Cupid with a kiss while reach- 
ing to steal the arrow from 

his quiver. Behind the central 
fizures are Fraud, depicted as 
an empty mask, and Pleasure. 
portrayed as a young girl 
offering honey, but possessing Cupi 
the hindquarters of a serpent. 

Time is pictured reaching to 

expose Fraud, and in the 

shadows the distraught figure 

of Jealousy pulls at her hair. 


Fraud 


Jealous 


alert; not mentally deficient. all the way the whole 
distance: completely, all together all at once; all 


in one place or in a group (ther came all 


ef \wroct inte, all told in all. all very 
well col/og. an expression used to imply 
scepucism about a favourable or consol- 


ing remark. at all with 
anv extent did = 
aall’;. in all in total number 
1 people in all). |Old English] 

Allah n. the name of God among Arabs 
and Muslims. [Arabic ‘allah, from al a 
‘the roc | 

all-American adj. 1 represcnting th 
whole of America or the US 
2 wulk American tal/-Amencan b 

allay «vf: 1 fear, suspicion. 
etc. . 2 relieve or alleviate pain, hunger 
rt. {Old Enghsh| 

all-clear ». a signal that danger or difficulty is ove1 
had further t d was given the all clear. 


or iferrog.) to 


vol smc a did) 


or only 


diminish 


all comers 7../)/, any 
challengers 

all day aftrib.adj. lasting throughout the day. 
allegation 7. 1 an 


ipplicants, participants, o1 


isseruion; an acct 


act or an instance of alleging or accusme, [based 
on Lawn ‘to allege | 

allege i 1 declare to be the e, (sp without 
prool. 2 advan ugument or excuse [from 
Old French ¢sfiens to clear at law’. contused with 
Latin ¢ / lege |G alleged ad 

al egedly ide. as is alle ged 

allegiance vv. I loyalty. 2 the duty of a subject te 
his or her sovereign or government. [based on Old 
French ligeance'] 

allegorical aij. consisting of or relating to allegory 
by means of allegory, 0 allegorically 

allegorize Iso -1se: treat as bya of an 
allegory c allegorization 

allegory 1. //.-ies: Law tory. play MA, picture 
cht. in \ hi | thre mcanme ] t ‘ Sh PeCpre- 
sented symbolically, 2. the us f such symbols 
Zasyvimbol [from Greek all 

allegro \In. ea) ad. a brisk tempo. @ n. ( pl 
-os an allegro pas oP MON {lial liter- 
ly chyvely. 

allele /al-cv! aso allel one of the alternative 
forms ol ne. dound at tl n | 
chromosonic. [from Germ All i} wauol 
of allelamurph ~ allelic 

alleluia (also alleluya. hallelujah e@ God Ty 
praised. @ 77. 1 praise to God. 2 a song ol use te 


God {lrom Hebre h vy) 


1 Allegor) (Venus, Cupid, Folly. and Time) 


ALLEN KEYS 


sation, 2 the 


~ Tim 


Folly 


N. Pleaser 


~ Tens 


[540 43. \GNOLO BRONZINO 


Allen key 1. fof. ¥ a spanner designed to fit to 
and turn an Allen screw. [from d//en, name of the 
US manulacturcr] 

Allen screw 2. prop: a screw with a hexagonal 
socket in the head. 
allergen 7. any substance that causes an 
allergic reaction, 0 allergenic ad). 


allergic ad). 1 (oll. by fo) having an allergy 
to. 2 caused by or relating to an allergy. 

allergy 1. (pl. -ies: \fed. a damaging immune 
response by the body to a substance to which it has 

yecome hypersensitive, [based on Greek  allos 

‘other’] o allergist n. 

alleviate ¢./. make less severe (pain, suffering, etc.). 

[based on Late Latin alleviatus lightened’) o allevi- 
ation //. 
alley n. \ p/. -eys; 1 (also alleyway) aa narrow 
street. b a passageway between or 

ychind buildings. 2 a path in a park or garden, 3 an 
enclosure for skittles, bowling, etc. [based on Latin 
ambulare Wo walk’ | 

All Fools’ Day war. of Apri. Foor's Dw. 

All Hallows 7. All Saints’ Day. | Nov. 

alliaceous ad). 1 of or relating to the genus Allium, 
which includes onion, garlic, leek. etc. 2 tasting 
or smelling like onion or garlic. [based on Latin 
alum “garlic | 

alliance 7 
esp. of states by treaty or families by marriage. 
b the parties involved. 2 a relationship resulting 
from an affinity in nature or qualities etc. (the ol 
alhance { [from Old 
French alanc 


Narrow 


1 a union or agreement to cooperate, 


| ji 
hehecon loge and metaphysi 


related to vty 


allied adj. 1 united or associated in 
an alliance. 2 


related stud, 


connected on 
nd allied 


fuss 
rounded \noutl 
d medica 
suber f 


alligator 1. 1m a large repule 


of the order Crocodilia 
naove to the \mericas and 
China. with head broade 
and shorter than that of the 
crocodile ( ILL. 2 oan 
general us Wy I several 


large members of this order. 


3 the skin of such an animal 
or material resembling it 
[from Spanish ‘agarto “hn 


lizard] 
alligator clip ; 
teeth f nppmn 


a clip with 


all-important «dj. crucial: 


vitally imny 


OrtANt 


allowance 


all-in a@/irih.adj. Brit. inclusive of all. 

all-in-one adj. combined in a single unit. 

all-in wrestling 7. esp. Bri’, wrestling with few or 
no restrictions. . 

alliteration 7. the occurrence of the same letter or 
sound at the beginning of adjacent or closely 
connected words (e.g. cool, calm, and collected). |based 
on Latin /iffera ‘letter’] 0 alliterate vt; @ intr. 
alliterative ad). 

allium 7. » any plant of 
the genus .{//7um, usu. bulb- 
ous and strong-smelling. 
[Latin, literally “garlic’] 

allo- comb. form other. [from 
Greek alloy ‘other’ 


allocate i./ assign or devote to 
a purpose, person. or place). [from 
medieval Latin allocare alloral-| 0 al- 
locable adj. allocation 7. 

allograft 7. a tissue graft from a donor 
of the same species as the recipient but 
not genetically identical (cf. HomMoGRATT) 

allopathy 7. the treatment of clisease 
by conventional means, t.e. with crugs hav- 
ing opposite effects to the symptoms 
(cf. HomMororsrHy). [from German Allopathie] 
Oo allopathic ad). 

allopatric ad. Bil. occurring 


as : ALLIUM: 
In separate geographical areas 


WILD GARLIC 


(ch. syMPArric A/lium ursinum) 


allot :./: (allotted, allotting) 
1 sive or apportion to (a person) as a share or task; 
distribute officially to (they allotied us each a parr of 
boots; the men were allolted duties). 2 (toll. by to) give or 
distribute officially to (@ sum was allotted to each charity). 
[from Old French aloler| 

allotment 7. 1 Bri/. a small piece of land rented for 
cultivation. 2 a share allotied. 3 the action of allotung. 

allotrope 7. A each of two or more different phys- 
ical forms in which an clement can exist (graphite. 
charcoal, and diamond are all allotropes of carbon). [from 
Greek allotropos ‘of another form’| 

allottee 7. a person to whtm something is allotted. 

all-out see @// oul | \v0). 

allow «: 1 /r. permit (smoking is not allowed: we allowed 
them to speak). 2 tr, give or provide; permit (a person 
to have (a limited quantity or sum) (we were allowed 
L200 a year), 3 tr. set aside for a purpose; add or 
deduct in consideration of something (allow 10°% 
Jor inflation). 4 b. a admit. concede (he allowed that it 

b dial. be of the opinion. 5 refl. permit 
oneself, indulge oneself in iconduct) (allowed herself 
to be persuaded). 6 intr, oll. by of) admit of: 7 intr: 
foll. by for) take into consideration: make addition 
or deduction corresponding to callozeing for x 
[partly from Latin allaudare “to praise’, partly from 
medieval Latin allocare to place’] 0 allowable ad). 

allowance e 1. 1 a an amount allowed to a person. 
esp. regularly. b A. dimen = pocket Monty 2. 2 an 
amount allowed in reckoning. 3 a deduction o1 


was SO} 


astage 


protruding 


ALLIGATOR: AMERICAN ALLIGATOR 
{/hgator mississippiensis 


alloy 


ALLOTROPE 


An element such as carbon has several 
allotropic forms. In each case the carbon 
atoms link up differently to produce distinct 
forms, with very different propertics. Shown 
here are two allotropes of carbon: diamond 
and graphite. The pyramidal configuration 


DIAMOND 


carbon alom 


strong bonds 
between 
atoms 


STRUCTURE OF CARBON ATOMS 
IN A DIAMOND 


discount (an allowance on your old cooker). 4 (foll. by of) 
tolerance of. @ viz 1 make an allowance to (a 
person). 2 supply in limited quantities. 0 make 
allowances (often foll. by for) 1 take into consider- 
ation (mitigating circumstances) (made alloceances for 
his demented state). 2 look with tolerance upon; mak« 
excuses for (a person, bad behaviour, etc.). 
alloy e 7. /al-oy/ 1 a mixture of two or more 
chemical elements at least one of which is a metal. 
2 an inferior metal mixed esp. with gold or silver. 
@ vir, /a-loy/ 1 mix (metals). 2 a debase (a pure 
substance) by admixture. b spoil the character 
of a thing by adding something else. [from Old 
French aloier. aleier ‘to combine | 
all-party aiirib.adj. involving all esp. political 
parties. 
all-points bulletin 7. ('S a general alert issued 
among police officers, esp. one giving information 
for the capture of a suspected criminal. 
all-powerful ad. having complete power; almighty. 
all-purpose ad). suitable for many uses. 
all-right atirib.ad}. collog. fine, acceptable (an all-nght 
Su. 
all right sce ai. 
all-round a/irib.adj. (of a person) versatile. 
all-rounder 7. Brit. a versatile person or thing. 
All Saints’ Day 7. a Christian festival in honour 
of the saints, | Nov. 
all-seater «dj. (usu. att7b.) (of a sports stadium etc.) 
providing only seats and no standing places. 
All Souls’ Day 7. a Roman Catholic festival with 
prayers for the souls of the dead, 2 Nov. 
allspice 7. 1 a < the aromatic spicc 
obtained from the ground berry ol 
the W. Indian tree Pimenta dioica. 
b this plant. Also called vinnsio, 
> spice. 2 any of various othe 
aromatic shrubs. 


ground | all-ticket ad). (usu. alirih., 
spares tof an event; that may 
be attended only by 
those with tickets pur- 

chased in advance. 
all-time = afirib.adj. (of 
allspice a record etc.) hitherto 


berries 7 ALLSPICE unsurpassed. 


of atoms in a diamond produces a very 
strong structure, whereas graphite is 
composed of layers of carbon atoms, 
with only weak bonds between the layers. 


GRAPHITE 
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allude e.ini (foll. by fo) 1 refer to indirectly. 2 dap. 
mention. [from Latin a/ludere “to touch lightly upon’| 


ma Usage J//ude /o should not be used simply as a 
synonym for mention. The sentence Afr Smith was 
alluded to Several times, though not actually mentioned by 
name, in the president’s speech Wustrates the cifference. 


allure e ?:/7, attract. charm. or fascinate. @ #. attract- 
iveness, personal charm; fascination, [from Old 
French alurer| 0 allurement 1. 

allusion 7, an indirect or passing reference. [related 
to WILDE | 


w Usage Care should be taken not to confuse a/lu- 
sion with tlusion. See also Usage Note at ati oi. 


allusive adj. 1 containing an allusion. 2 containing 
many allusions. 0 allusively ad: 

alluvial ad}. of or relating to alluvium. 

alluvium 7. (//, alluvia ov alluviums) a deposit 
of soil left during a time of flood. > rropt, sebIMiENt. 

ally e 1. /al-I/ \ p/. -ies) 1 a state formally cooper- 
ating or united with another for a special purpose, 
esp. by a treaty. 2 a person or organization that 
cooperates with or helps another. @ ul: /a-ly/ 
(-ies, -ied) often foll. by zezéh) combine or unite 
in alliance, [from Latin alfigare “to bind’| 

Alma Mater 7. ,also alma mater) the university, 
school, or college one attends or attended. [Latin, 
literally ‘bounteous mother | 

almanac ». (also almanack, 1 an annual table, 01 
book of tables, containing a calendar and usu. 
astronomical data and other information, 2 a usu. 
annual cirectory or handbook contaming statistical 
and other information. [from Greek alnenihhiaka| 

almighty e «dj. 1 having complete power; omnipo- 
tent. 2 s/ang very great (an almighty crash), @ n. (the 
Almighty) God. e adi. s/ang extremely: very much. 

almond ». 1 the oval nutlike seed .kernels of the 
stone fruit from the tree Prunus dulei, & svt, 2 in 
full almond tree) the tree itself. of the rose family 
and allied to the peach and plum. [from Greck 
amugdale | 

almond paste 7). = \vKs1V. 

almoner 7. Bri. hist. a social worker attached to a 
hospital and seemg to the altercare of patents. [based 
on medieval Latin eleemosynarius, related to \inis| 


alpha 


almost adi. all but; very nearly. [Old English] 

alms 7.p/. hist. charitable donations of money o1 
food to the poor. [based on Greek eleos “compassion | 

almshouse 2. /is/. a house founded by charity for 
the poor. 

aloe nv. 1 any plant of the genus -téce, usu. having 
toothed fleshy leaves. > xrropayri. 2 (in pl) fin full 
bitter aloes) a strong laxative obtained from the 
hitter juice of various species of aloe. 3 {also 
American aloe) an agave native to Central Amer- 
ica, which flowers only once in many years, and 
ftom whose sap tequila is made. [from Greek] 

aloe vera 7. 1 a Caribbean aloe, Aloe vera, yielding 
a gelatinous substance used esp. in cosmetics as an 
emollient. 2 this substance. [modern Latin, literally 
‘true aloc’| 

aloft predic.adj.§ G adv. 1 high up: overhead. 
2 upwards. {from Old Norse 4 /opt in air’| 

alone predic.ad). G adv. 1 a without others present. 
b without others’ help. ¢ lonely and wretched (fell 
alone), 2 (often foll. by in) standing by oneself in an 
opinion ete. (zwas alone in thinking this). 3 only, exclu- 
sively (you alone can help me). 0 go it alone act by 
oneself without assistance. [Middle English, from 
all one| BD aloneness n. 

along e prep. 1 from one end to the other end of 
(a cliff wth trees along the edge). 2 on or through any 
part of the length of (was walking along the road) 
3 beside or through the length of (shelves stood along 
the wall,. @ adv. 1 onward: into a more advanced 
state (come along). 2 at or to a particular place; arriv- 
ing (JU/ be along soon). 3 in company with a person, 
esp. oneself (bring a book along). 4 beside or through 
part or the whole length of a thing. 0 along with 
together with. [Old English] 

alongshore ad. along or by the shore. 

alongside e ad. at or to the side (of a ship ete.). 
@ prep. close to the side of; next to. 0 alongside of 
side by side with; together or simultaneously with. 

aloof e@ «dj. distant, unsympathetic. @ adv. away, 
apart (he kept aloof from us all). [originally nautical, 
related to irr] GO aloofly adi. aloofness n. 

alopecia /al-6-pee-sha/ n. Med. the abnormal 
absence (complete or partial) of hair, [from Greek 
alopekia “fox-mange | 

aloud ad, audibly: not silently or in a whisper. 

alp n. 1 a high mountain. 2 the Alps, the range ol 
mountains in Switzerland and adjoining countries. 
{from Greek Alpers] 

alpaca nx. 1 W a S. American 4 

mammal, Lama pacos, related to 

the lama, with long shaggy haw. 

2 wool from this animal. 3 fabric 

made from this wool. [Spanish| 


ALPACA 
(Lama paca, 


alpenstock 1. a long iron-tipped staff used in hill- 
walking. [German] 

alpha 7. 1 the first letter of the Greek alphabet 
A. a, 2 Brit, a first-class mark given for a piece ol 
work or in an examination. G alpha and omega 
the beginning and the end: the most important 

{Middle Enelish, from Gre ck] 


feature 


alphabet 


alphabet v7. the sct of letters used in writing a 
language (the Russian alphabet). [from Greek alpha, 
beta, first two letters of the alphabet] 

alphabetical a//). (also alphabetic) 1 of or relat- 


ing to an alphabet. 2 in the order of the Ictters of 


the alphabet. 

alphabetize ¢:/. (also -ise) arrange (words, names, 
cte.) in alphabetical order. G alphabetization n. 

alpha decay 1. radioactive decay in which an 
alpha particle is emitted. & Rapioac tively 

alphanumeric «dj. containing both alphabetical 
and numerical symbols. 

alpha particle 17. (also alpha ray; a helium 
nucleus emitted by a radioactive substance, origin- 
ally regarded as a ray. > RADIO\CTINITY 

alpine e «id. 1 a of or relating to high mountains. 
b growing or found on high mountains. 2 (Alpine) 
of or relating to the Alps. 3 (Alpine) (of skiing) in- 
volving fast downhill racing. @ 7. ba plant native to 
mountain districts. 2 a plant suited to rock gardens. 

Alpinist 17, (also alpinist, a clunber of high moun- 
tains, esp. In the Alps. 

already adv. 1 before the time in question J Aner 
that already). 2 as carly ar as soon as this (aheady al the 
age of sir 

alright ad)., adv... & int. disp. = all nghl (see v1). 
a Usage \Jthough widely used, alight is sll non- 
standard and considered incorrect by many peaple. 

Alsatian e 7. 1 Bril. a large dog of a breed used as 
euard dogs etc, and for police work. 2 a native of 
Alsace, a region of eastern France. @ adj. of or relat- 


ing to Alsace or its inhabitants. [from Adana. 
ancient name of Alsace | 
also ad. in aclelition: Nkewise: besides, [Old 


English| 
also-ran 7. 1 a horse or dog ctc. not among the 
winners ina race. 2 an undistinguished person. 
altar 7. 1 a table or fat-topped 
block, often of stone, for making 
sacrifices or offerings to a deity, 
D O\MLbRAL. GutRer. 2 a Com- 
munion table. [from Latin a/lana 
‘burnt offerings | 

altarpiece 7. a piece of art, esp. 
a painting, set above or behind 
an altar. 

alter (. & int. make or become 
different: change. [based on 
Latin alter “other’| 0 alterable 
ad), alteration /). 

alterative adj. tending to pro- 
duce alteration 

altercate (iif) olten foll. by wilh 
dispute hody: wrangle. [from 
Laun alten ar altercal-| B alterca- 
tion 1. 

alter ego 7. :/)/, alter egos, la 
person's secondary or alterna- 
tive personality. 2 an intimate 
and trusted friend. [Latin, liter- 
ally “other self’ ALTAR IN 


alternate e /awl-ter-navt/ CATHOLM 


1 uh. tolten foll. by veith of tvo 

things: succeed each other by turns (elation allernaled 
reith depressions, 2 inh, Moll. by beheeen) change repeat- 
edly (between two conditions) (the patient alternated 
befaven hat and cold fecern;. 3 bh. volten fol. by zezth 

cause (two thines; to suceced cach other by turns 
the band alternated fast and slow tuncy . @ adj. /awl-ter- 
nat/ DL ywith noun in pl, every other cones on alter 

2 of things of 


and succeeded by one of the other kind alternate jy 


nate days two kinds each followime 
and misery). 3 ola sequence cu 
nate things. 4 esp. .\ bine, 
nate rout. @n. Jawl-ter-nat/ esp. .\ 


consisting of alter- 
= wiraenviine Lan alte 


bane), a deputy 


or substitute. [from Latin aerate “done by turns’| 


alternately adi. 


mw Usage Sec Usage Note at winrsviiys 
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ALTERNATING CURRENT 


An alternating current is produced by a type 


of generator known as an alternator. Within the OF 
alternator, a wire is coiled round an armature 
situated between opposing poles of a magnet. 
When the armature is rotated by an external 


power source, the magnet induces 
current in the wire, which can be 
conducted for use in an electrical 
appliance such as a hight. With 
each half-turn of the armature. 
the current changes direction. 


LIRSY HALT-TURN 
OF THE ARMATURE 


south pole of magnet — 


ip ring 
conducting 
current 


direction 


\ brush 
of current uv 
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alternate angles 1.//. two angles, not acjoming 
one another, that are formed on opposite sides of a 
line that intersects two other lines. 
alternating current 7. A an clectric current that 
reverses its clirection at regular intervals, 
alternation 7, the acuon or result of alternating, 
alternative e ud). 1 (of once or 
more things) available or usable 
instead of another (an allernative 
route). 2 \of two things) mutually 
exclusive. 3. of or relaung to 
practices that offer a substitute 
for the conventional ones (alte 
native theatre). @ n. any of two or 
more possibilities, O alterna- 
tively adi. 


e Usage Use of the adjective in 
sense 1] with reference to more 
than two options (e.g, many aller- 
native methods; is common, ancl 
acceptable. Alfernative should not 
be used in place of alternale 
the sense ‘every other’, e.g. There 
teas a dance on allernate Saturdays. 


alternative energy 1. encre) 
fuclled in ways that do not harm 
the environment. & sonvk Pvt 

alternative medicine 7. 41)\ 
of a range of medical therapies 
not regarded as orthodox by 

medical profession, e.g. 

homocopathy and reflexology 

alternator 7. a clynamo that generates an alternat- 
ing current. 

although co7j. = 14101 GH conj. 1,3, 4. [Middle English] 

altimeter /il-tim-i-ter/ on. an instrument for 
showing height above sea or ground level. esp, one 
fitted to an aireralt. & wera eye. [based on 
Latin altus hieh’| 

altitude ». the height of an object in relation to a 
given point, esp. sca level or the horizon. [based 
on Latin ‘altus’ high] 0 altitudinal ad 

alto v.( p/,-os) L=conteviio, 2 a the highest adult 
male singing voice, above tenor, ba singer with 
this voice, € a part written for it. 3 (aftrib.) denoting 
the member of a family of instruments pitched 
second or third Inghest. [from Ltalian allo (canta) 


‘high singing: | 


Inush contact 


always 
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: \ of magnet 
directton = \ 
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direction of spin 
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altocumulus 7. .\/elcorol. rounded masses of cloud 
with a level base, at medium altitude. & coun. 
[from Latin al/tus “high? + cumulus ‘pile’] 

altogether adv. 1 totally, completely (you are alto 
gether wrong). 2 on the whole (altogether it had been 
a good day). 3 in total. 0 in the altogether co/loq. 
naked. [Old English] ‘ 


a Usage Note that allogeMier means ‘in total’, as in 
there are six bedrooms altogether, whereas, all together is 
used to mean “all in one place’ or ‘all at once’, as in 
there are six bedrooms all together: they came in all together. 


altostratus 7. \fe/eoro/. continuous uniform cloud 
at medium altitude, & cAdvp. [based on Latin alts 
‘high’ + sfernere strat- “to spread’| 

altruism 7. 1 regard for others as a principle of 
action. 2 unselfishness; concern for other people. 
[based on Itahan alu “somebody else’) 0 altruist 
n, altruistic ad). altruistically adv. 

alum 7. Chem. a double sulphate of aluminium and 
potassium. [from Latin a/umen aluminis] 

alumina 7. the compound aluminium oxide occur- 
ring naturally as corundum and emery, [from Latin 
alumen aluminis| 

aluminium ». (\. Amer aluminum) a silvery light 
and malleable metallic element resistant to tarnish- 
ing by air & ort, [alteration on the pattern of 
sodium etc., related to st] 

aluminize 7/7, (also -ise) coat with aluminium. 
O aluminization 1. 

aluminosilicate 7, \fineral. a silicate containing 
aluminium, esp. a rock-forming mineral of this 
kind, e.g. a feldspar, a clay mineral. 

alumnus ». (//. alumni /-nee/; fem. alumna, fi. 
alumnae /-nce/) a former pupil or student of a 
particular school, college, or university. [Latin, 
literally “nursling’] 

alveolus 1. (//. alveoli) 1 a small cavity, pit, or 
hollow, 2 any of the many tiny air sacs of the lungs 
which allow for rapid gaseous exchange. > u-vo. 
3 the bony socket for the root of a tooth. 4 the 
cell of a honeycomb, [Latin, literally ‘litle cavity’] 
Dalveolar adj. alveolate adj. 

always ad. 1 at all umes; on all occasions (alears 
fale;. 2 whatever the circumstances (can alwaps sleep 
on the floor). 3 vepeatedly: often (ther are alieayy 
complaming,. 4 for ever; for all time (he will always be 
a fool). [Middle English] : 


alyssum 


alyssum 7. a cruciferous plant of the genus Alyssum, 
widely cultivated and usu. having yellow or white | 
flowers. [from Greek alusson] 

Alzheimer’s disease /alts-hy-merz/ n, a serious 
disorder of the brain manifesting itself in prema- 
ture senility, [named after A. Alzheimer, German 
neurologist, 1864-1915, who first identified it] 

AM abdr. amplitude modulation. 

Am symb. Chem. the element americium. 

am. [5st person sing. present of ut. 

a.m. abbr. before noon. [Latin anle meridient| 

amah 7. (in the Far East and India) a nursemaid 
or maid. [from Portuguese] 

amalgam 7. 1 a mixture or blend. 2 an alloy of 
mercury with one or more other metals, used esp. in 
dentistry. [based on Greek malagma ‘an emollient | 

amalgamate v. 1 tt & ini, combine or unite to 
form one structure, organization, etc. 2 inir (of 
metals) alloy with mercury. 0 amalgamation 71. 

amanuensis 7. (//. amanuenses) 1 a person who 
writes from dictation or copies manuscripts. 2 a 
literary assistant. [based on Latin (serous) a manu 
‘(slave) at hand(writing) | 

amaryllis 7. a bulbous lily-hke plant, Amaryiliy 
belladonna, native to S. Africa, with white or rose- 
pink flowers. [from Greek Amarulliy, a name for 
a country girl in pastoral poetry] 

amass 1./7, 1 gather or heap together. 2 accumulate 
(esp. riches). [related to M.ss| O amasser 7. 

amateur 7. l a person who engages 1 a pursuit as 
a pastime rather than a profession. 2 {al(rib.) for or 
done by amateurs (amateur athletics). 3 (foll. by of ) a 
person who is fond of (a thing). {from Latin amator 
‘lover’] G amateurism 7. 

amateurish adj. characteristic of an amateur, esp. 
derog. unskilful or inept. O amateurishly adv. 
amateurishness 1. 


amatory adj. of or relating to sexual love or desire. 
[based on Latin amare ‘to love’} 

amaze ?!/7: (often foll. by at, or thal + clause, or lo + 
infin.) surprise greatly; overwhelm with wonder. 
[Old English] 0 amazement 1. amazing ad). 
amazingly adv. amazingness //. 

Amazon 7. 1 ¥ a member of a legendary race of’ 
female warriors. 2 (amazon) a very tall or athletic 
woman. {from Greek: explained by the Greeks 
as ‘breastless’, but probably of foreign origin] 
Oo Amazonian ad). 


AMAZON WARRIOR BEING SLAIN BY 
[HE ANGIENT GREEK HERO AGHILLLS 


ambassador zu. 1 an accredited diplomat sent by a 
state on a mission to, or as its permanent represen- 
tative in, a forcign country. 2 a representative o1 
promoter of a specified thing (an ambassador of 
peace). [based on Latin ambactuy “scrvant’] O am- 
bassadorial /). ambassadorship 1. 

ambassadress 7). 1 a female ambassador. 2 an 
ambassaclor’s wile. 


amber e 7. 1 a ® a yellowish 
translucent fossilized resin deriv- 
ing from extinct (esp. coniferous) 
trees and used in jewellery. 
> atm. b the honey-yellow colour 
of this. 2 a cautionary yellow 
light, esp. a traffic hight showing 
between green for ‘go’ and red 
for ‘stop’. @ ad. made of or 
coloured like amber. [from 
Arabic ‘anbar| 

ambergris 7. a strong-smelling 
waxlike secretion of the intestine 
of the sperm whale, used in perfume manufacture. 
[Old French ambre gris ‘grey amber’ 

ambidextrous adj. able to use the right and left 
hands equally well. [based on Latin ambi ‘on both 
sides’ + dexter ‘right-handed’] o ambidexterity n. 
ambidextrously adi. ambidextrousness 7. 

ambience 7. (also ambiance) the surroundings 
or atmosphere of a place. 

ambient adj. surrounding; of the surroundings 
(ambient temperature). [from Latin ambient- ‘going 
round | 

ambiguity v. (p/. -ies) 1 double meaning (/ried (o 
avoid ambiguity in setting oul the rules). 2 an expression 
able to be interpreted in more than one way (e.g. 
dogs must be carried). 

ambiguous adj. having an obscure or double 
meaning. [from Latin ambiguus ‘doubtful’| ao am- 
biguously adv. ambiguousness 7. 

ambit 1. the scope, extent, or bounds of something. 
[from Latin ambitus “circuit | 


SHAPE ©1 


ambition 7. 1 drive to succeed or progress ( full of 


ambition to succeed). 2 a stwong desire or aspiration. 
{from Latun ambitio] 

ambitious ad). 1 full of ambition. 2 showing ambi- 
tion (an ambitious attempl), Q ambitiously ad. 
ambitiousness ii. 

ambivalence 7. the coexistence in one person’s 
mind of opposing feelings, esp. love and hate, in 
asingle context. {based on Latin ambo ‘both’ + valer 
‘to be worth’] a ambivalent ad. ambivalently 
adi. 

amble e @. (7/7, 1 move at an easy pace. 2 (of a horse 
ete.) move by lifting the two feet on one side 
together. 3 ride an ambling horse; ride at an easy 
pace. @ 7. 1 an easy pace. 2 the gait of an ambling 
horse. [from Latin ambulare ‘to walk | 

ambrosia 7. 1 (in Greek and Roman mythology) 
the food of the gods: the elixir of hfe. 2 anything 
very pleasing to taste or smell. [from Greek, 
literally ‘elixw of life’] G ambrosial ad. am- 
brosian adj. 

ambulance 7. 1 a vehicle for conveying the sick or 
injured to and from hospital. 2 a mobile hospital 
following an army. [French, replacing Adpital ambu 
lant. a mobile (horse-drawn) field ambulance| 

ambulant ad). \fed. 1 able to walk about: not 
confined to bed. 2 (of treatment; not confinme a 
patient to bed. [from Latin ambulant- ‘walking’ | 

ambulatory e ad. 1 = wiiani. 2 of or adapted 
for walking, @ 7. (pl. -ies) a place for walking, esp. 
an aisle or cloister ma church or monastery. 

ambush e 7. 1 a surprise attack by persons (c.g. 
troops) in a concealed position. 2 a the conceal- 
ment of troops etc. to make such an attack. b the 
place where they are concealed. @ el; attack hy 
means of an ambush. [from Old French embuschier 
‘to put ina wood’ | 

ameba (/$ var. ol \\inu.i\. OQ amebic ad). ameboid 
adj. 

ameer var. of \uir. 

ameliorate wl & wily formal make or become 
better; improve. [alteration of earlier meliorate| 
0 amelioration 7. ameliorative ad. ameliora- 
tor 71. 

amen e ///, uttered at the end of a prayer or hynin 
etc., meaning ‘so be 1U. @ 7. an utterance of 
{from Hebrew ‘amen ‘certainly | 


mcr 


AMBER ORNAMENT IN 


‘A PANIMA BIEN: 


amid 


amenable adj. 1 responsive, tract- 
able. 2 (often foll. by 0) (of a person) 
responsible to law. 3 (toll. by 40) (of 
a thing) subject or hable. [based 
on Late Latin munare ‘to drive 
(animals)’] O amenability 1. 
amenably adv. 
amend w/z 1 make minor im- 
provements in (a text or a written 
proposal). 2 correct an error or 
errors in (a document). [from 
Latin emendare ‘Lo correct’| G am- 
endable adj. amender 1. 


VHE 


= Usage Amend should not be confused with emend. 
a more technical word used in the context of 
textual correction. 


amendment 7. 1 a minor improvement in a docu- 
ment (esp. a legal or statutory one). 2 an article 
added to the US Constitution. 

amends 7. 0 make amends (often foll. by or) 
compensate or make up (for). 

amenity 7. (//. -ies) 1 (usu. in pi.) a pleasant or 
useful feature. 2 pleasantness (of a place, person, 
etc.). [from Latin amoenitas ‘pleasantness’ | 

amenorrhoea /i-men-6-ree-a/ n. (US amenor- 
rhea) Afed. an abnormal absence of menstruation. 

American e adj, 1 of, relating to, or characteristic 
of the United States or its inhabitants. 2 (usu. in 
comb.) of or relating to the continents of America 
(Latin American). @ n. 1 a native or citizen of the 
United States. 2 (usu. in comb.) a native or nhabi- 
tant of the continents of America (North Americans). 
3 the English language as it is used in the United 
States. [from the Latinized name of 
Vespucci, Italian navigator} 


Amengo 


Americana i.//. things connected with America, 
esp. with the United States. 

American aloe var, of wor 3. 

American football 7. a kind of football played 
with an oval ball, evolved from rugby. > roorbalt 

American Indian 7. a member of a group of in- 
digenous peoples of N. and $. America and 
the Caribbean. 


mu Usage The term alive American is now often, 
though not universally, preferred. 


Americanism 1. 1 a a word, sense, or phrase pecu- 
lar to or originating from the United States. b a 
thing or feature characteristic of or peculiar to 
the United States. 2 attachment to or sympathy 
for the United States. 

Americanize 1. (also -ise, 1 /; a make American 
in character. b naturalize as an American. 2 ili: 


become American in character. American- 
ization 1). 
American plaice see rivici. 2. 

americium 7. Chem. an artificially made 


transuranic radioactive metallic element. [based 
on Amenca, where first made| 

Amerind adj. G@ 7. (also Amerindian —= Asi 
INDIAN, 

amethyst 7. a precious stone of a violet or purple 
variety of quartz, > orm, ataniz. [from Greek 
amethustos ot drunken’, the stone bemg supposed 
to prevent intoxication] 0 amethystine ad). 

Amex abbi. 1 prop; American Express. 2 American 
Stock Exchange. 

amiable ad). friendly and pleasant in temperament. 
{from Late Latin amicabiliy ‘amicable’: the spelling 
from contusion with French aunable “loyvable’| 
dc amiability ”. amiably adv. 

amicable adj. showing or done in a friendly spirit 
yan amicable meeting), [from Late Latin amuicabilis) 
O amicably ad. 

amice /am-iss/ 7. a white linen cloth worn on 
the neck anc shoulders by a priest celebrating the 
Eucharist. [from Latin amietus “outer garment | 
amid pep. (also amidst, 1 in the middle of. 2 in 
the course of. [Middle English] 


amide 


amide 1. Chem. a compound formed from animo- 
nia by replacement of one or more hydrogen atoms 
by a metal or an acyl radical. 

amidships ad: (( S also amidship) in or into the 
middle of a ship. 

amine 1). Chem. a compound formed from ammonia 
by replacement of one or more hydrogen atoms hy 
an organic radical or radicals. 

amino #7. (used altrib.) Ghem. the monovalent group 

NH. 

amino acid 7. Biochem. any of a group of simple 
organic compounds, many occurring naturally in 
plant and animal tissues and forming the basic 
consutuents of protems 

amir 1. also ameer) the utle of some Arab rulers. 
[from Arabic “ami “commander | 

Amish e adj. belonging to a strict US Mennonite 
sect. @ wp. (prec. by they the members of this sect. 
[from J. .tmen, 17 th-century Mennonite 
preacher] 

amiss @ prdi.ad). wrong: out of order: faulty seme 
thing was anuss). @ adi. wrong, wrougly, inappro- 

0 take amiss |e 

miss), [Micdle English] 


division that 


Swis 


priately veverrthing went amiss). 
offended by took my word 
amitosis 1), Biv/ 
does not involve mitosis. 


ar 


a ferm of nuclea 


amity #/. [ricudship: frienclly relations. [based on 
Latin amicus “friend 


ammeter /. an instrument for measuring electric 
current In amperes. & INnpic Ho 
ammunition 
ammonia 7. (hem. 1a 

characterisuc pungent smell. 2 (in general use) a 
strongly alkaline solution of ammonia yg 
water. finodern Latin] 6 ammoniacal ad) 

ammoniated «i/j. 


ammo 2. ¢0)//o1 


colourless gas with a 


ts in 


ammonite //. 4 an cxtinct 
cephalopod mollusc ol 
the order Amunonoidea. 


with oa flat coiled 
spiral shell found as a 
tossil. & rossn. [based 
on ainedieval Latin 
comnu Ammonis “horn 
of .Ammon. from. the 
shape of the shell] 
AMMONITE rossit ammonium 7. the 
monovalent ion NH,, 


formed from ammonia. [modern Latin] 
ammunition 7. 1 a supply of projectiles (esp. 
bullets and 2 points used on 
usable to advantage man argument. [from French, 
corruption of (the; munition’ | 


shells, grenades 

ay munifio 

amnesia ». a partial or total loss of memory. [from 
Greek, hterally ‘lorgetiulness’| G amnesiac pn. 
amnesic “ 7 


amnesty @ 1. (/ -ies, a vencral pardon, esp. foi 


political offences e@ 3 -ies. -ied) crant an 
amnesty to. [from Greek aha oblivion’ | 
amniocentesis un-ni-oh-sen-tee-sis/ on. | pl 
amniocenteses \/rd. the sampling of amniou 
Nuid to determine the condition of a foetus 
[from WIAION 4 I Wy “Pre king’ 
amnion 1). | /)/. ammia, .0/, & Phyviol. the 
InnenmMost membrane that encloses. the 
embryo of a reptile, bird, or mammal. 
Pion. (Greek, literally ‘caul} o amni- 
ouc 
amniotic fluid ». the fluid surrounding 
ad foctus within the amnion mn P 
amoeba i-mee-|) US alse (a 
ameba ‘//. amoebas or amoe- (.3 
bae /-ber Pany ust, aciat fs) "\ 
protozoa 4 othe venus of ( , 
| I Capable rf 1 
i (horoun [lvom Gr s 
change’ | 0 amoebic amoeboid (ae 
amok i(/), aly) amuck O run amok - 
about watdly in an tmcontrollable craters \MOEBA 
rae | Nadav} os 


PEC 


AMPHIBIAN 


Beginning life as larvae or tadpoles, amphibians 


go through a metamorphosis as they grow 
into their adult state, Ml but the caecilians 
grow legs, and most develop lungs, 
which supersede gills for oxygen 
intake. Many amphibians are also 
able to absorb oxygen through their 
skin, The three main divisions of the 
Amphibia class are shown here. 


among /)¢/). (also esp. Bri/. amongst) 1 surrounded 
by: in the company of. 2 in the number of (among 
us were those who divagreed). 3 an example of; mm the 
class or category of (2s among the richest men alive 

4 beuvceen: sharecl by (had 4 > among us: divide it 
among you). F with one another: by the reciprocal 
‘ay decided among the participants, talked 
among themselves). [Old English] 


acuion ol 


amoral ad). 1 not concerned with or outside the 
of morality (cf. 2 having no 
motu principles. O amoralism n. amoralist 1. 
amorality 1. 


scope INIMOR AT). 


amorous ad). 1 showing, lecling, or inclined to sexual 
love. 2 of or relating to sexual love. [based on Latin 
anor ‘love’| Q amorously ad. amorousness 7. 

amorphous ¢/. 1 shapeless. 2 vague, ill-organized. 
3 Mineral. & Chem. non-crystalline; having neither 
definite form nor structure. [from Greek amorphoy 
‘shapeless’] 0 amorphously adi. amorphous- 
ness // 


amortize if: ialso -iser Conunerce 1 gradually 
exunguish ,a debt; by money put aside. 2 gractually 
write Off the initial cost of assets). [based on Latin 
ad mortem to death | 0 amortization 7 

amount @ 7. a quantity, esp. the total of a thing or 
things in number. size, value, extent, ete 
(large amount of money). @ v.intr (fol, by te) be 
equivalent to in number, size, significance, 
etc. amounted to £100; amounted to a disaster). 
O any amount of a great deal of. no 
amount of not even the greatest possible 
amount of. [based on Old French amont 
‘upward | 

amour /a-moor/ /). a love affair, esp. 
a seeret one, [ French, literally ‘love’] 

amour propre /ai-oor propr/ 1. 

self-respect. [French] 

amp! 1. Elect an ampere 

amp? x. collog. an ampli- 

lier. [abbreyiation] 


amperage 7. Electr the 
sveneth oof an electric 
CUrrent i amperes 

ampere 7. féc/r the SI 


base unit of clectric current. 

» {named alter A.M. lupin. 

SF) French physicist. 1775 1856} 

ampersand ». (lic sign & i= 

ae aid, Latin et). (corruption of and per se and | 

amphetamine 1. a synthetic crug used 

sumulant 
Phoncihy lamine} 


csp. as a [from alpha-methy! 


form 1 both. 2 of both kinds 
4 around, [Greck| 


amphi- ¢7/ 
3 on both sick 


ANURA 
(frogs, toads) 
DB rRoG, lov 


AMPHORA: 


GREEK VMPHOR | 


amplitude modulation 


URODELA 
(newts, salamanders) 
DB NIWI. SALAMANDER 


APODA 
caecilians 


amphibian e a. 1 living both on land and in 
water. 2 ool. of or relating to the class Amphibia. 
3 (of a vehicle) able to operate on land and water. 
@ 7.1 ool. & any vertebrate of the class Amphibia, 
including frogs, toads, newts, and salamanders. 
2 (in general use) a creature living both on land 
and in water. 3 an amphibian vehicle. [from Greek 
amphibion| 
amphibious adj. 1 living both on land and in 
water. 2 of or relating to or suited for both land and 
water. 3 \fi/. a (of a military operation) involving 
forces landed from the sea. b \of forces) tramed 
lor such operations. 0 amphibiously adi. 
amphibole 7. \ineral. ahy of a class of rock- 
forming silicate ancl alumimosilicate minerals with 
fibrous or columnar crystals. [from Latin amphibolus 
‘ambiguous’, so called because of their varied 
structure | 
amphitheatre 7. ([\' amphitheater) 1 » a 
round, usu. unroofed building with tiers of seats 
surrounding a central space. 2 a semicircular 
gallery in a theatre. [from Greek amphitheatron| 
amphora 7. ( //. amphorae /-rec/ or amphoras) 
v « Greek or Roman vessel with two handles and a 
narrow neck. [Latin, from Greek amphoreus| 
ampicillin x. Pharm. a type of penicillin 
used esp. in treating infections of the 
urinary and respiratory tracts. 
ample adj. (ampler, amplest) 1 a plentiful. 
abundant, extensive. b euphem. (esp. of a 
person) large, stout. 2 enough or more than 
enough, [from Latin amp/lus} oO ampleness 
n. amply adv. 
amplifier n. an electronic device for 
increasing the strength of electrical 
signals. used csp. in sound 
duction. 
amplify «. (-ies, -ied) 1 / increase the 
volume or strength of (sound, electrical 
signals, ete.), 2 i enlarge upon or add 
detau to (a story ete.). 3 if expand what is 
said or written, [based on Latin amplus 
‘abundant’} © amplification n. 
amplitude 7. 1 a Physic) the maximum 
extent of a vibration or oscillation from 
the position of equilibrium. b Elecir, the 
maximum departure of the value of an 
alternating current or wave from the aver- 
age value. 2 a spaciousness, breadth; wide range. 
b abundance. [related to yairt.| 
amplitude modulation 1. Elec! the modulation 
of a wave by variation of its amplitude, esp. as 
a means 


repro- 


of carrying an aucho signal by radio. 
DC WWILLNGIH 


ampoule 


ampoule 2. (also esp. US ampul or ampule) a 
small capsule in which a measured quantity of 
liquid or solid, esp. for injecting, is sealed ready for 

. use. [from Latin ampulla ‘receptacle’| 

ampulla n. (~/. ampullae /-lee/) 1 a Roman 
globular flask with two handles. 2 a vessel for 
sacred uses. [Latin| 

| amputate vi. cut off by surgical operation (a part 
of the body, esp. a limb). [based on Latin pulare 
‘to prune’] 0 amputation 7. amputator 7. 
amputee 7. a person who has lost a limb etc. by 
amputation. 

amtrac 7. (also amtrak) US an amphibious 
tracked vehicle used for landing assault troops on 
a shore. [from amphibious + éractor] 
amu abbr atomic mass unit. 
amuck var. of Ano. 
amulet 7. an ornament or small piece of jewellery 
worn as a charm against evil. [from Latin amuletum] 
amuse 7./, 1 cause (a person) to laugh or smile. 
2 (also refl.; often foll. by zevzth, by) interest or occupy; 
keep (a person) entertained. [from Old French 
amuser ‘to Cause to muse’| 0 amusing adj. amus- 

\ ingly adv. 

amusement 7. 1 something that amuses, esp. a 
pleasant diversion, game, or pastime. 2 the state 
of being amused. 3 Brit. a mechanical device (e.g. a 
roundabout) for entertamment at a fairground ete. 

amusement arcade 7. Sri/. an indoor area lor 
entertainment with automatic game machines. 

amusement park 7. a large outdoor area with 
fairground amusenients etc. 


amyl 7. (used alfrib.) Chem. the monovalent group 
CH), , derived from pentane. [fron Latin anylum 
‘starch’ | 

amylase 2. Biochem. an enzyme that converts starch 
and glycogen into simple sugars. 

an de/. the form of the indefinite article (sce \') used 


before words beginning with a vowel sound (an egg; 
an hour; an AUP). 


- uw Usage Some people retain the use of an before 
| words heginning with a sounded h e.g an holel, 
an historian. Historically this ‘was justifiable because 
the h- was dropped in these words, but today this 
is not the case and a hotel, a historian are now the 
preferred forms. 


1 


an- prefix not, without (anarchy) (cl. \-). [Greek| 
-ana svuffix forming plural nouns meaning ‘things 
associated with’ (} ictoriana, Americana). 


————— 


AMPHITHEATRE 


Anabaptism n. the doctrine that baptism should 
only be administered to believing adults. [from 
Greek anabaptismos| 0 Anabaptist 7. 

anabolic adj. Biochem. of or relating to anabolism. 

anabolic steroid 7. a synthetic steroid hormone 
used to increase muscle size. 

anabolism 7. Biochem. the synthesis of complex 
molecules in living organisms from simpler ones 
together with the storage of energy; constructive 
metabolism (opp. carasouism). [based on Greek 
anaballein ‘to ascend, throw upwards’ | 

anachronism 7. | a the attribution of a custom, 
event, etc. to a period to which it does not belong. 
b a thing attributed in this way. 2 an old-fashioned 
or out-of-date person or thing. [based on Greek 
khronos ‘ume*| G anachronistic adj. anachronis- 
tically adv. 

anacoluthon 7. (//. anacolutha) a sentence or 
construction which lacks grammatical sequence 
(e.g. while in the garden the door banged shut). [based on 
Greck akolouthos following’) o anacoluthic ad). 

anaconda 7. » a $. American boa of the genus 
Ennectes, esp. the very large scmi- 
aquatic E. murnus. & snake. [from 
Sinhalese Aenakandaya ‘whip snake’ | 

anaemia /a-nee-mia/ 7. (US 
anemia) a deficiency in the 
blood. usu. of red cells or 
their haemoglobm, resulting 
in pallor and weariness. 
[from Greek anainia) 

anaemic /i-nee-mik/ ad). (LS 
anemic) I relating to or suffer- 
ing from anaemia. 2 pale: lacking 
in vitality: 

anaerobic adj. Biol living or taking 
place in the absence of free oxygen. 
c anaerobe 1. 

anaesthesia /an-iss-th’ee-zia/ n. (US 
anesthesia) the absence of sensation, esp. artifi- 
cially induced insensitivity to pain. [from Greck 
anaisthésia| 0 anaesthesiology 1. 

anaesthetic /an-iss-thet-ik/ (US anesthetic) e 1. 
a substance that produces insensibility to pain etc. 
e ad), producing insensibility to pain etc 

anaesthetist /4-neess-th¢-tist/ 7. a specialist in 
the administration of anaesthetics. 

anaesthetize /i-neess-thé-tyz/ w./); (also -ise, LS 
anesthetize 1 adininister an anaesthetic tu. 2 de- 
prive of physical or mental sensation. 0 anaes- 
thetization 1. 


An amphitheatre is a circular or elliptical building, 


with tiers of seating surrounding a central arena. 


This architectural form was originated 
by the ancient Romans, who erected 
such buildings im all their major 

cities. Amphitheatres such 
as the Colosseum were 
able to hold up to 50,000 
spectators, who gathered 
to watch athletic contests. 
eladiatorial fights, and 
other spectacles enacted 
within the arena. 


colonnades decoraled 
wrth statues 


one of 80 
entrances 


RECONSERLEGTION OF THE 
COLOssSLUM. ROME (AD 72) 


poles to support 
a canop) 


liers of seating 


tei 


internal 
corridars 
cages for 

animals 

and slaves 


ANACONDA 
Eunecles murinus) 


anapaest 


Anaglypta n. prop a type of thick embossed wall- 
paper, usu. for painting over. [Latin, literally ‘work 
in low rele!” | 

anagram 7. a word or phrase formed by transpos- 
ing the letters of another word or phrase. [based 
on Greek gramma ‘letter’] 0 anagrammatic ad). 
anagrammatical adj. anagrammatize vl); 
(also -ise). 

anal ad}. relating to or situated near the anus. [from 
modern Latin analis| 0 anally adv, 

analeptic e adj. (of a drug etc.) restorative. @ 7. a 
restorative medicine or drug. [based on Greek 
analambanein ‘to take back’ | 

analgesia 7. the absence or relief of pain. [from 
Greek, literally ‘painlessness’] 

analgesic e @d). relicving pain. e 7. an analgesic drug. 

analog US var. of an\Locur. 

analogize ». (also -ise) 1 ir represent or explain by 
analogy. 2 ir. use analogy. 

analogous adj. (often foll. by 0) 1 partially similar 
or parallel; showing analogy. 2 Biol. performing a 
similar function but having a different evolutionary 

origin (opp. Homoocous 2). [from 

Greek analogos ‘proportionate’] 
danalogously ad. 


a Usage Analogous means 
‘similar im certain respects’. 
It should not be used as a 
mere synonym for similar. 


analogue (US also ana- 
log) @ . an analogous or 

parallel thing. @ adj. (usu. 
analog) | relating to or using 

signals or information repre- 

sented by a continuously variable 
quantity such as spatial position, voltage, 

ete. & mariizt, RLCORD. 2 (of a watch etc.) 

showing the time by means of hands or a 

pointer rather than displayed digits (cf. 
oie. adj, 2). [from Greek analogon| 

analogy 1. (/. -ies) 1 (usu. foll. by to, with, berween) 
correspondence or partial sunilarity. 2 Biol. the 
resemblance of function between organs essen- 
ually different. 3 an analogue. [from Greek analogia 
‘proportion | o analogical adj. analogically adv. 

anal-retentive adj, (of a person, excessively 
orderly and fussy (supposedly owing to conflict over 
tolet-traming in infancy). O anal retention 2. 
anal retentiveness 1. 

analyse 7. ((’S analyze) 1 examine in detail the 
elements or structure of. 2 Chem. ascertain the 
constituents of (a sample of a mixture or com- 
pound). 3 lind or show the essence or structure 
of (a hook, piece of music, etc.). 4 psychoanalyse. 
[based on medieval Latin analysis] G analysable 
adj. analyser n. 

analysis /’. (//. analyses) 1 a a cletailed examina- 
tion of the elements or structure of a substance ete. 
b a statement of the result of this. 2 Chem. the 
determination of the constituent parts of a mixture 
or compound. 3 psychoanalysis. oO in the final 
(or last) analysis alier all due consideration; in 
the end. [based on Greck analuein “to unloose’| 

analyst 7. 1 a person skilled in (esp. chemical) 
analysis. 2 a psychoanalyst. 

analytic adj. of or relating to analysis. 

analytical ad, using analytic methods. 0 analyti- 
cally ad. 

analytical geometry 7. geometry using coordi- 
nates. 

analyze (Svar. of \saryst.. 

anamnesis 1. (/)/, anammneses) recollection (esp. 
of a supposed previous existence). [Greck, literally 
‘remembrance | 

anapaest 7). ((/S anapest) Prosody a foot consisting 
of two short or unstressed syllables followed by 
one long or stressed syllable. [from Greek anaparstos 
‘reversed’ (because the reverse of a dactyl)| Go ana- 
paestic «(/) 


anaphora 


anaphora /i-naf-5-ri/ n. 1 Rhet. the repetition of 
a word or phrase at the beginning of successive 
clauses. 2 Gram. the use of a word referring to or 
replacing a word used earlier in a sentence, to avoid 
repetition (c.g. do in J like it and so do ther). [from 
Greck, literally ‘repetition’} 6 anaphoric ad). 

anaphrodisiac e adj. tending to reduce sexual 
desire. @ 7, an anaphrodisiac drug, 

anaphylaxis 1. Aled. an extreme, often life-threat- 
ching, reaction to an antigen, e.g. toa bee sting, due 
to hypersensitivity following an earlier dose. [hased 
on Greek phulaxiy “guarding’| G anaphylactic ad). 

anaptyxis 1». Phonel. the insertion of a vowel be- 
tween two consonants to aid pronunciation (as 
in wenl thalavay). OQ anaptyctic adj. [modern Latin 
from Greek anapluris] 

anarchism 7. the doctrine that all government 
should be abolished. 

anarchist e 7. an advocate of anarchism or of 
political disorder. @ adj. relating to anarchism or its 
advocates. 0 anarchistic ad). 

anarchy ». 1 disorder, esp. political or social. 2 lack 
of government na society, [based on Greek arkhé 
‘rule’| O anarchic ad). anarchical adj. anarchi- 
cally adi. 

anastigmat 1. a lens or lens system made Irec from 
astigmatiso by correction. [from German anastig- 
mativch| 

anastigmatie ad). \of a lens) free from astigmatism, 
frelated to wnevvcssi] 

anastomosis 1. (/)/. anastomoses; a 
connection of arteries, rivers, ete. [based on Greek 
anastumoun “to provide with an outlet] o anasto- 
mose (iii, 

anathema /i-nath-(ina/ 7. , p/, anathemas) 1 a 
detested thing or person cis anathema to me, 2 aa 
curse of the Church, excomimunicating a person or 
denouncing a doctrine. b a cursed thing or person. 
[ecclesiastical Latin, literally ‘excommunicated 
person, excommunicauion | 


CTOSS- 


anathematize i./). G Wir valso -ise: curse. 

anatomical adj. 1 of or relating to anatomy. 2 of or 
relating to bodily structure. 0 anatomically ad: 

anatomist /). 1 person skilled m anatomy. 

anatomize ¢./ also -ise; Lo examine in detail 
2 clissect. 

anatomy /. (//. -ies) 1 the science of the boclily 
structure of animals and plants. 2 this structure. 
3 callog. a human body. 4 analysis. [from Greek 
anatlumé “a cutting up] 

anatta also anatto var of wut. 

ANC ah/y, \rican National Congress. 

ancestor 7. /cm. ancestress 1 any icsp. remote 
person from whont one is descended. 2 an early 
type of animal or plant from which others have 
evolved. 3.an carly prototype or forerunner cancestos 
af the computes 
before’ 


[based on Latin anleredere “to go 

ancestral ¢i//j. belonging to or inherited from one’s 
ALC CSLOTS, 

ancestry 1 (/)/. -ies) I one’s vesp. remote, family 
descent, 2 collecuy cly | Niclelle 
English alteration of Old French ancesvet| 


one’s ancestors 
anchor e@ #. 1 i device used to moor a ship to the 
sea bottom or a balloon to the eround. & 
1a. 
secure a ship or balloon by means of an anchor 
2 4. tix firmly. 3 ot, be moored by means of an 
anchor O cast or come to anchor Ict down the 
anchor, weigh anchor take up the anchor, [from 
Greck aghia| 
anchorage // 


anchored. 


VIAN-OE- 


WAR. MHL 20 WWCHORIERSON, @ also absal.s 


a place where a ship may be 
anchorite ».: /em, anchoress 1.4 hermit: a reli- 
gious recluse, 2a person of secluded habits. [based 
on Grreck anasharem “to retire} o anchoretic «aj. 
anchoritic (/; 

anchorman 7. /)/, -men: /¢. anchorwoman. /)/ 
-women 


la pcbson who coordinates: acu ities 


10 


esp. as compére in a broadcast. 2 a person who 
plays a crucial part, esp. at the back of a tug-of-war 
team or as the last runner in a relay race. 

anchorperson 7. (//. anchorpersons or 
anchorpeople) an anchorman or anchorwoman 
fused as a neutral alternative). 

anchovy 7. (//. -ies) any of various small silvery 
fish of the herring family, usu. preserved in salt 
and oil and having a strong taste. [from Spanish & 
Portuguese ancho(va| 

anchusa /ang-kew-zi/ n. any plant of the genus 
Anchusa, akin to borage. [from Greek agkhousa| 

anchylose var. of wWxytosr. (see WkYLOsIy). 

anchylosis var. of ANKYLOsis. 

ancien régime /on-sce-an ray-zheem/ n. (il. 
anciens régimes pronunc. same) 1 the political and 


social system in France before the Revolution of 


1789. 2 any superseded regime. [French, literally 
‘old rule’] 

ancient «dj. 1 of long ago. 2 having existed long 
0 the ancients the people of ancient times, esp. 
the Greeks and Romans. [based on Latin ante 
‘before’| GO ancientness 7. 

ancient history 7. 1 the history of the ancicnt 
civilizations of the Mediterranean area and the 
Near East before the fall of the Western Roman 
Empire in wp +76. 2 something already long 
famibiat, 

ancient lights 1.)/. Bri/. a window that a neighbour 
may not deprive of heht by erecting a building, 

anciently ad:. long ago. 

ancient world 1. the region around the Mediter- 
ranean and the Near Last belore the fall of the 
Roman Empire in vn +76. 

ancillary e ad. 1 provicing essential support to a 
central service or industry, esp. the medical service. 
2 (often foll. by fo) subordinate. @ 7 pl. -ies) 1 an 
ancillary worker. 2 something which ws ancillary. 
[based on Latin ancilla ‘maidservant | 

and (07. 1 a connectine words, clauses, or senten- 
ces. that are to be taken jomtly cakes and buns; buy 
and sell, keo hundred and forty). b inyplying progres- 
sion | befter and betler). © implying causation (do that 
and I'll fil you). A implying great duration (he 
cned and cried), e implying a great number 
(miles and miles). £ implying addition (fo 
and twa are four). g wnplying variety 
(there are books and books). bh implying 
succession (zealking feo and to). 
2 collog. to Vey and open it), 3. 
relauion to iBrilain and the 
10), [Old Enelish] 

Andalusian adj. of or relating to 
Andalusia in southern Spain, its 
inhabitants, or its language. 

andante J fi. ead. Gad}. ia moderately 
slow tempo. 7. an andante passage or move- 
ment. [[talian. literally ‘going | 

andiron #. i metal stand for supporting burning 
wood in a fireplace; a firedog. [from Old French 
ander, assimilated to ikon] 

androgen /, any of a group of male sex hormones, 
esp. testosterone, volved in developmg and main- 
taining certain male sexual characteristics. [based 
on Greek aner andro male’) 0 androgenic adj. 

androgynous «dj. 1 having a partly male, partly 
female appearance; of ambiguous gender. 2 Bot. 
with stamens and pistils in the same flower or inflor- 
escence, 3 = LRM \WwHRODI, O androgyny vw. 

android 1. a robot with a human appearance. 
[based on Greek ana andra, mate’ 

anecdote #. 1 short aecount or painting etc.) of an 
entertaining or interesting meident. [rom Greek 
ankdola “things unpublished} a anecdotal ad). 
anecdotalist 7. anecdotally ad. 

anechoie i//). [ree from echo, 

anemia (Svar. of wv. 


anemic [Svar of wave 


Angle 


anemometer 7. > an instrument 
for measuring or indicating the 
force of the wind. [based on 
Greek anemos ‘wind’ | 

anemone #. | any plant of the 
genus Anemone, akin to the 
buttercup, with flowers of 
various vivid colours. 2 = sra 
\wEmont. [from Greek aneméné 
‘windilower’] 

aneroid e ad. (of a barometcr) 


_ rotating cups 


that measures air pressure by its dual 
action on the clastic hd of an evacu- registering 
ated box. @ 7. an aneroid barometer. wind speed 
(from French anéroide| 
anesthesia ctc. [/S var. of \narsiHesia etc, 
hand 


aneurysm 7. (also aneurism) an 
excessive localized enlargement of an 
artery. [from Greek aneurusma, based 
on eurus ‘wide’}| o aneurysmal 
adj, (also aneurismal). 

anew adi. 1 again. 2 in a different 
way. [Middle English] 

angel . 1 a an attendant or messenger of God. ba 
representation of this in human form with wings. 
€ an attendant spirit (ev7/ angel; guardian angel. 2 a 
very virtuous or obliging person. 3 a messenger or 
bringer of something (angel of mercy). 4 slang a finan- 
cial backer of an enterprise, esp. in the theatre. 
5 an unexplained radar echo. [from Greek aggelas 
“messenger | 

angel dust 1. s/ang the hallucmogenic drug phency- 
clidine hydrochloride. 

Angeleno 7. (in full Los Angeleno} ( //. -os) esp. 
US a native or inhabitant of Los Angeles in Cali- 
fornia. {American Spanish] 

angelfish n. (//. usu. same) 

any of various fish. esp. Ptero- 

plyllum scalare, with large dorsal 
and ventral fins. 

angelic ad). Plike or relating to angels. 

2 having characteristics attributed to 
angels. esp. sublime beauty or innocence. 

oangelical «dj. angelically adv. 

angelica 7. 1 an aromatic umbelliferous 
plant, Angelica archangelica. 2 its candied 
stalks. [from medieval Latin 

(herbay angelica “angelic (herb) | 

A angelus 7’. 1 a Roman Catholic 
devotion said at morning. 
noon, and sunset. 2 a bell 
announcing this. [from the 
opening words Angeluy domini 

(Latin, literally “angel of the 

Lord’)] 

anger @ 7. 


ANEMOMETER 


dorsal 


fin 


extreme or 


ANGELFISH: : : 
DEBP passionate displeasure. @ 7/7 
ANGELFISH make angry; enrage. {from 


Old Norse angr ‘gricf*] 
angina /an-jy-na/ 1. 1 (in full 
angina pectoris) pain in the 
chest brought on by exertion, 

owing to an inadequate blood 


(Plerophyltum 


altum) 


pelvic supply to the heart. 2 an 
fins attack of intense constrict- 
ing pain, esp. in the throat. 

anal fin % [Latin, literally “quinsy"| 


angiogram 7. a racli- 
ograph of blood and lymph vessels, made by intro- 
ducing a substance opaque to N-rays. [based on 
Greck aggeton ‘vessel | 0 angiography 1. 
angioplasty 1. a surgical operation to repair o1 
unblock a blood vessel, esp. a coronary artery. 


angiosperm 7). ® a plant of the subdivision 
Angiospermae producing flowers and reproducing 
by seeds enclosed within a carpel. [from Greek 
aggewn vessel + yperma “secd’) GC angiospermous «/}, 

Angle 7. (usu. in pl) a member of a tribe from 
Schleswig that scttled in eastern Britain in the 3th 
© [tronr clngu/, a district of Schleswig, now in 
N. Germany| o Anglian ad, 


ANGIOSPERM 


The angiosperms, or flowering plants, number at least dicotyledons, which make up the largest group, all have 

250,000 species, and form the largest division in the two seed-leaves or cotyledons. ‘They include a huge A 
plant world. Unlike other seed plants, such as conifers, variety of herbaceous plants, shrubs, and all broad- 

they produce seeds inside protective ovaries, which later __ leaved trees. The monocotyledons have a single 

ripen to form fruits. There are over 250 families of seed-leaf (cotyledon). They are mainly herbaceous, 

angiosperm, divided into two unequal groups. The and include only a few treelike forms, such as palms. 


EXAMPLES OF DICOTYLEDON FAMILIES 


CRUCIFERAE MYRTACEAE ETRE ETE ANE UMBELLIFERAE SOLANACEAL 
(cabbage family) (myrtle family) (heather family) (carrot family) (nightshade family) 
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* 
EUPHORBIACEAL LEGUMINOSAE LABIATAT. ROSACEAE COMPOSITAL 
(spurge family) (pea family) (mint family) (rose family) (daisy family) 


C ROSE BG COMPOSITE 


EXAMPLES OF MONOCOTYLEDON FAMILIES 


\ \ lay 
; e" : 
GRAMINEAE CYPERACEAE LILIACEAE PALMAE ORCHIDACEAL 
(grasses) (rush family) ‘lily family) (palm family) orchid family, 
CD okt tip 


D GRASS 


A 


angle 


angle'e 1. 1 the space between or 
inclination of two meeting 
lines or surfaces. 2 a a corner. 

b a sharp projection. 3 a the direc- 
tion from which a photograph ete. is 

taken. b the aspect from which a matter 
is considered. @ uv 1 tr G intr move or 
place obliquely. 2 u: present (information) 
from a particular point of view (was 
angled in favour of the victim). [from Latin 

angulus ‘corner’| O angled ad. 

angle® wv inly. 1 (often foll. by for) fish with 
hook and line. & risiuna. 2 (loll. by for) 
seek an objective by devious or calcu- 
lated means. [Old English] 0 angler 7. 

anglepoise n. (often afinh.) propr. a type 
of desk lamp with a sprung and jointed 
adjustable arm. 

angler fish 1. any of various fishes 
that prey upon small fish, attracting 
them by filaments arising from the 
dorsal fin. 

Anglican e adj. of or relating to the 
Church of England or any Church in communion 
with it. @ 7. a member of an Anglican Church. 
[based on Angus ‘Angle’, member of a N. German 
tribe] G Anglicanism 1. 

anglice /anglisee/ adv. in English. [medieval Latin] 

Anglicism 7. 1 a peculiarly English word or custom. 
2 Englishness. 3 preference for what is English. 

Anglicize vl. (also -ise) make English in form or 
character. 


Anglo e x. (/)/. Anglos) 1 esp. .\. Amer aa person of 


British or northern European origin, esp. (L/S) as 
distinct from a Hispanic American. b an Enghsh- 
speaking person, esp. a white N. American who is 
not (C°S) of Hispanic descent or ,Ganad.) of French 
descent. 2 Brit. a Scottish, Irish, or Welsh sports 
player who plays for an English club. e@ ad. of or 
relating to Anglos. 

Anglo- comb. form 1 English (Anglo-Catholic). 
English origin (an Anglo-American). 3 English or disp. 
British and (an Anglo-American agreement). 

Anglo-Catholic e ad. of a High Church Anglican 
group which emphasizes its Catholic tradition. 
@ 7. a member of this group. 

Anglo-French e ad. 1 English jor Briush; and 
French. 2 of Anglo-French. @ n. the French lang- 
uage as retained and separately developed in 
England after the Norman Conquest. 

Anglo-Indian e ad. 1 of or relating to England 
and India. 2 a of British descent or birth but 
living or having lived long in India. b of mixed 
British and Indian parentage. 3 (of a word) adopt- 
ed into English from an Indian language. @ n. an 
Anglo-Incian person. 

Anglo-Irish e@ adj. 1 of English descent but born 
or resident in Ireland. 2 of mixed English and 
Irish parentage. 3 of or belonging to both Britain 
and the Republic of Ireland. @ n. 1 (prec. by the: 
treated as pi.) Anglo-Irish people. 2 the Enghsh 
language as used in Ireland. 

Anglo-Norman e «(j. 1 English and Norman. 
2 of the Normans in England alter the Norman 
Conquest. 3 = ANGLO-FRENGH adj. 2. @ n= ANGLO- 
EPRINCH 2. 

Anglophile 7. a person who is fond of or greatly 
admires England or Britain, 

Anglophobia #. intense hatred or fear of England 
or the Enelish. 

anglophone e ad. Envlish-speaking. 
English-speaking person, 

Anglo-Saxon e adj. 1 0! the Enelish Saxons (as 
distinct from the Old Saxons of the Continent. and 
from the .Angles) before the Norman Conquest. 
2 of the Old English people as a whole before the 
Norman Conquest. 3 of English descent. en. Lan 
Anglo-Saxon person. 2 the Old English language, 
3 collog. pla (esp. crude, English. 4S the modern 
English language 


@n an 


ANGORA GO.AI 


2 of 


angora 7. (often aftrib.) 1 a fabric made 
from the hair of the angora goat or 
rabbit. 2 <a long-haired variety of cat, 
goat, or rabbit. © car. [from 
Angora, former name of Ankara 
in Turkey] 
angora wool 7. a mixture of 
sheep’s wool and angora rabbit 
hair. 

angostura 7. (in full angostura 
bark) an aromatic bitter bark used 
as a flavouring, and formerly used 
as a tonic and to reduce fever. [from 
Angostura, a town in Venezucla, now 
named Ciudad Bolivar] 
Angostura Bitters n.f/. prop. 


kind of tonic first made in 
Angostura. 
angry ad. (angrier, angriest) 
1 feeling or showing anger; extremely 


displeased or resentful. 2 (of a sore etc.) 
inflamed, painful. 3 suggesting anger (an 
angry sky). [Middle English] 0 angrily ado. 
angst 7. 1 anxicty. 2 a feeling of guilt or remorse. 
[German] 
angstrom 7. (also angstrom) a unit of length 
equal to 10°" metre. [named after AJ. Angstrom, 
Swedish physicist, 1814-1874] 
anguine ad. of resembling a snake. 
anguinus from anguis “snake’| 
anguish 7. severe mental or physical pain or 
suffering. [from Latin agustia “tghtness] ao an- 
guished «d). 
angular qj. 1 a having angles or sharp corners. 
b (of a person) having sharp features. ¢ awkward in 
manner, 2 forming an angle. 3 measured by angle 
tangular distance). [related to anct’] GQ angularity 1. 
angularly cd. 
anhydrous adj. Chem. without water, esp. as an 
essential part of the structure of some crystals. 
[based on Greek huda ‘water | 


[Latin 


aniline 7. a colourless oily liquid. used in the manu- 
facture of dyes, drugs, and plastics. [hased on 
Arabic an nil incigo’. from which it was obtained| 

aniline dye 7. a synthetic dye. esp. one made from 
aniline. 

anima 7. Psychol. 1 the inner personality (opp. 
pLRsoNy 1), 2 Jung’s term for the es part of a 
man's personality (opp. axans 4). [Latin, literally 
‘mind, soul’| 

animadvert winir (foll. by om) criticize, censure 
(conduct, a fault, ete.). [from Latin animadvertere “to 
turn the mind to’|] D animadversion n. 

animal e ». 1 a living organism which feeds 
on organic matter, usu. one with specialized 
sense organs and nervous system, 2 a such 
an organism other than a human. b a 
quadruped, 3 a brutish or uncivilized 
person. 4 collog. a person or thing of 


any kind (there is ne such animal). ankle joint 


@ ad 1 characteristic of 
animals. 2 of animals as tarsal . 
distinct = from plants 


vanimal charcoal). 3 char- Metatarsal 


acteristic of the physical 
needs of animals; carnal. 


sensual, [from Latin 
animale “thing: having 
breath’] 0 animalize :./r 


talso -ise.. 

animalism ». 1 the nature and 
aclivity of animals. 2 the belief 
that humans are not superio: to other 
3 concern with physical matters; sensuality, 

animality 7. 1 the animal world. 2 the nature or 
behaviour of animals. 

animal] liberation 7. the liberation of 
from exploitation by humans. 

animal rights 7.p/. (he natural right of animals to 
live free from human exploitation (often attrb.: 
anunal rights aclivists). 


animals. 


animals 


libia 


ligament . 


cuboid | 


ANKLE JOINT IN JHE 


anneal 


animate e adj. 1 having life. 2 lively. @ w/z 1 enliven, 
make lively. 2 give life to. 3 inspire, actuate; encour- 
age. 4 (esp. as animated adj.) Cinematog. give (a 
film, cartoon figure, etc.) the appearance of move- 
ment using animation techniques. {from Latin 
animatus ‘given hife’] 

animated adj. 1 lively, vigorous. 2 having life. 
0 animatedly ad. 

animateur 7. a person who enlivens or encourages 
something, esp. a promoter of artistic projects. 
[French] 

animation 7. 1 vivacity, ardour. 2 the state of being 
alive. 3 Cinematog. the technique of filming succes- 
sive drawings or positions of puppets or models to 
create an illusion of movement when the film is 
shown as a sequence. 0 animator n. 

animatronics 7.//. (ireated as sing.) the technique 
of making and operating hfelike robots. [blend of 
\NIMATLD and ELECTRONICS} O animatronic adj. 

animism 7. the attribution of a living soul to 
plants, inanimate objects, and natural phenomena. 
[based on Latin anima ‘life, soul’] O animist 7. 
animistic ad). 

animosity 7. (/. -ies) a spirit or feeling of strong 
hostility. [from Late Latin anwmosilas] 

animus 7. 1 a display of animosity. 2 ill feeling. 3 a 
motivating spirit or feeling. 4 Psychol. Jung’s term 
for the masculine part of a woman's personality 
(opp. \nim\ 2). [Latin, literally ‘spirit, mind’] 

anion /an-l-6n/ n. Chem. a negatively charged ion; 
an ion that is attracted to the anode in electrolysis. 
[from Greck, literally (thing) going up’) 0 anionic 
ad). 

anise 7. an umbclliferous plant, 
Pimpinella anisum, having aro- 
matic seeds. [from Greek 
anison “anise, dill’| 

aniseed 1. m the seed of the 
anise, used to flavour liqueurs 
and sweets. 

anisette 7. a liqueur 
flavoured with aniseed. 

ankh vn. a device con- 
sisting of alooped bars 
with a shorter crossbar, 
used in ancient Egypt as Z 
a symbol of life. [Egypt- 
ian, literally “life, soul’] 

ankle e 7. 1 ¥ the joint connect- 
ing the foot with the leg. > joini. 
2 the part of the leg between this and the calf. 
e@ vintr flex the ankles while cycling to increase 
pedalling efficiency. [Old English & Old Norse] 

anklet 7. an orna- 
ment or fetter worn 


ground aniseed 


‘whole 
aniseed , 


t 

& 
« 

e 


me 


A 


ANISEED 


r round the ankle. 
Jibula ankylosis 7. (also 
_ anchylosis) 1 the 
\ abnormal stiffening 
talus a 


and immobility of a 
joint by fusion of the 
the bones. 2) such 
fusion. G ankylose 


ules & int, talso an- 
chylose), ankylo- 
tic ad). 


annal 7. 1 the annals 
of one year. 2 a record of 
one item in a chronicle. 
annalist #/. 1 writer of annals. 
0 annalistic ad). 
annals 7.p/. 1 a narrative of events year by year. 
2 historical {from Latin annales (libri) 
‘yearly (books; | 


calcaneus 


HUMAN LOOT 


records. 


annatto #7. (also anatta, anatto) an orange-red dve 
from the pulp of a tropical fruit, used for colouring 
foods. [Carib name of the fruit tree] 

anneal e @./: 1 heat (metal or glass) and allow it to 
cool slowly. esp. to toughen it. 2 toughen. e@ 7. treat- 
ment by annealing. {Old English] o annealer n, 


annelid 


annelid 7. ¥ a segmented worm of 
the phylum Annelida, which in- 
cludes earthworms, lugworms, etc. 
[based on Latin anellus ‘little ring’] 


prostomium 
(head) 

pygidium 

y (tail) 


segment <I 


ANNELID: 
EARTHWORM 
(Lumbricus terrestris) 


dorsal 
surface 
> clitellum 
(saddle) 


annex @ 7/7, 1 add as a subordinate part; append. 
2 incorporate (territory of another) into one’s own. 
3 add as a condition or consequence. 4 collog. take 
without right. @ n. = annexe. [based on Latin 
unnectere annex ‘to bind to’) O annexation n. 

annexe 7. csp. Bri. 1 a separate or added building. 
2 an addition to a document. [from Latin annexum 
‘that which is joined’ 

annihilate v/, 1 completely destroy. 2 defeat 
utterly; make insignificant. [based on Latin nihil 
‘nothing’] 0 annihilation n. annihilator /. 

anniversary 71. (/. -ies) 1 the date of an event in 
a previous year. 2 the celebration of this. [from 
Latin anniversarius| 

Anno Domini e adv. in the year of our Lord, in the 
year of the Christian era. e n. collog. advancing age 
(suffering from Anno Domini). [Latin, literally ‘in the 
year of the Lord’ 

annotate 7/7 add explanatory notes to {a book, 
document, etc.). [based on Latin nola ‘mark’| 
0 annotatable ad). annotation 7. annotator 7. 

announce v./7 I (often foll. by éha’) make publicly 
known. 2 make known the arrival or inuninence of 
(a guest, dinner, etc.). 3 be a sign of. [based on Latin 
nunius ‘messenger | O announcement 1. 

announcer 7. a person who announces, esp. intro- 
ducing programmes in broadcasting. 

annoy 2.//; 1 cause slight anger or mental diswess to. 
2 (in passe) be somewhat angry (am annoyed with 
you). 3 harass repeatedly. [based on Latin m odio 
‘hateful’] 0 annoyance 7. annoyer 1. 

annual e adj. 1 reckoned by the year. 2 occurring 
every year. 3 living or lasting for one year. ez. La 
book etc. published once a year. 2 a plant that lives 
only for a year or less. [based on Latin annus ‘year | 
q annually adv. 

annual general meeting 1. 57i/. a yearly meeting 
of members or shareholders. 

annualized «dj. (also -ised) (of rates of interest, infla- 
tion, ete.) calculated on an annual basis, as a projec- 
tion from figures obtamed for a shorter period. 


Ti ile 


annual ring 7. a ring in the cross-section of a plant, 
esp. a tree, produced by one year’s growth, 

annuity 7. (//. -ies) 1 a yearly grant or allowance. 
2 an investment of money entitling the investor to 
a series of equal annual sums oyer a stated period. 
[based on Latin annuus ‘yearly’| o annuitant n. 

annul »/; (annulled, annulling) 1 declare (a 
marriage etc.) invalid. 2 cancel, abolish. [from Late 
Latin annullare] OQ annulment 1. 

annular adj, ring-shaped. 0 annularly ado. 

annulate adj. marked with or formed of rings. 
Oannulation pn. 

annulus /an-yuu-liis/ 7. (p/. annuli) esp. Vash. & 
Biol. a ring, [Latin| 

annunciation 7. 1 (Annunciation a the an- 
nouncing of the Incarnation related in Luke 
1:26 38. b the festival commemorating this on 
25 March. 2 a the act or process of announcing. 
b an announcement. o annunciate v.17; 

annunciator 7. 1 a device that indicates which of 
several electrical circuits has been activated, the 
position of a train, etc. 2 an announcer. 


annus horribilis /ho-ree-bi-lis/ n. a horrible 
year. [modern Latin] 

annus mirabilis /mi-rah-bi-lis/ n. a remarkable 
or auspicious year. [modern Latin, literally 
‘wonderful year’ 

anode ». Electr, 1 the positively charged electrode by 
which electrons leave an electrical device. 2 the 
negatively charged electrode of a device supplying 
current, for example a primary cell. [from Greek 
anodos ‘way up’| 0 anodal adj. anodic ad). 

anodize wi (also -ise) coat (a metal, esp. 
alumimium) with a protective oxide layer by elec- 
trolysis. O anodizer n. 

anodyne adj. 1 able to relieve pain, 2 mentally 
soothing. [from Greek anddunos ‘painless’] 

anoint »./7, 1 apply oil or ointment to, esp. as a reli- 
gious ceremony. 2 (usu. foll. by with) smear, rub. 
(from Latin imungere inunct ‘to smear oil upon’ 
O anoimter /). 

anomalous adj. having an irregular or deviant 
feature. [from Greek andmalos ‘not even’| 0 anom- 
alously adv. anomalousness 7. 

anomaly n. (//. -ies) 1 an anomalous 
circumstance or thing; an irregularity. 
2 irregularity of motion, behaviour, etc. 
[from Greek andmalia] 


head 


anomie 7. (also anomy) lack of the 
usual social or ethical standards im an 
individual or group. [based on Greek 
anomos ‘lawless’| GQ anomic adj. 

anon adv. archaic or literary soon, shortly 
(more of this anon). [Old English] 

anon. abby. anonymous; an anonymous 
author, 

anonymous ad. 1 of unknown name. 2 of 
unknown or undeclared source or authorship. 
3 without character; featureless, impersonal. {from 
Greck anonumos ‘nameless’] Q anonymity 7. 
anonymously adv. 

anopheles /i-nof-i-leez/ n. a mosquito of the 
genus Anopheles, which includes many that are carri- 
ers of the malarial parasite. [from Greek andphelés 
‘unprofitable’ ] 

anorak 7. 1 a waterproof jacket of cloth or plastic, 
usu. with a hood, of a kind originally used in 

polar regions. 2 collug. derog a boring, 
studious, or socially mept person with 
unfashionable interests. — {from 
Greenland Eskimo anoraq| ‘ 
anorexia 1. 1 a lack or loss of A 
,appetite for food. 2 (in full 
anorexia nervosa) a psycho- 
logical Wness characterized by 
an obsessive desire to lose 
weight by refusing to eat. [from 
Greek, literally ‘lack of ap- 
petite] @ anorexic ad. © n. 
(also anorectic. 


elntarctic 
Circle 


anosmia 7. the loss of the sense 
of smell. [based on Greek osmé 
smel/’] 0 anosmic ad. 
another e ¢/¢/. 1 an additional: 
one more (have another cake). 2 a person comparable 
to (another Gallas). 3 a ditlerent (quae another matter). 
4 some or any other {wv// nol do another mans work) 
@ pron. 1 an additional one (have another). 2 a difler- 
ent one (lake this book away and bring me another) 
3 some or any other one (/ /ove another). 4 Brit. an 
unnamed additional party to a legal action 
CY versus 2° and another, 5 (usu, A. N. Other; 
Bril, a player unnamed or not yet selected. 
do such another another of the same sort. 
[Middle English] 
anovulant Pharni. @ 1. a drug prevent- 
ing ovulation. @ adj. preventing 
ovulation. [related to ove Late] 
anschluss n. a unification, esp. 
(Anschluss) the annexation of 
Austria by Germany in 1938, 
[German, from anschitessen jour} 


abdomen 


ANT 


ANTARCTIC CIRCLE 


anteater 


ANSI abbx, American National Standards Institute. 
answer e 7. 1 something said or done in reaction to 
a question, statement, or circumstance. 2 the solu- 
tion to a problem. e v. 1 & (also absol.) make an 
answer to (answer me). 2 tr. respond to the summons 
or signal of (answer the telephone). 3 tx be satisfactory 
for (a purpose or need). 4 imix. (foll. by for, to) be 
responsible (you will answer to me for your conduct). 
5 intr. (foll. by to) correspond, esp. to a description. 
6 iniz. be satisfactory or successful. 5 answer back 
answer a rebuke etc. impudently. answer to the 
name of be called. oi English andswarian ‘to 
swear against (charge)’] a “answerable adj. 
answering machine 7. a tape recorder which 
supplies a recorded answer to a telephone call. 
answering service 7. a business that receives and 
answers telephone calls for its clients. 
answerphone 7. Sri. a telephone answering 
machine. 
ant @ 7. ¥ any small insect of the widely distributed 
hymenopterous family Formicidae, living in com- 
plex social colonies, wingless (except 
for adults at the ime of mating), and 
proverbial for industry. @ vznir & refl. 
(usu. as anting 7.) (of a bird) place or 
rub ants on the feathers to repel para- 
sites. D have ants in one’s pants 
collog. be fidgety or restless. [Old 
English] 
ant- assiin. form of \nvi- before a vowel or 
A (Antarctic). 
antacid e 7. a substance that prevents or 
corrects acidity esp. in the stomach. @ ad). 
having these properties. 
antagonist 7. 1 an opponent or adversary. 
2 Biol. a substance or organ that partially or 
completely opposes the action of another. [based 
on Greek agén ‘contest’] 0 antagonism 7. antag- 
onistic adj. antagonistically adv. 
antagonize 2/7, (also -ise) 1 evoke hostility or op- 
position in. 2 (of one force etc.) counteract or tend 
to neutralize (another). [from Greek antagonizesthai 
‘to struggle against’| 0 antagonization 7. 
Antarctic e ad. of the south polar regions. @ n. 
these regions. [from Greek antarktikos| 
Antarctic Circle n. < the parallel of lati- 
tude 66° 33' S., forming an imaginary 
ne round the Antarctic regions. 
Antarctic Ocean 7. = 
Or. 


antenna 


thorax 


SOUTHLRN 


ant-bear 7. = \\xp\..rk. 

ante @ 7. 1 a stake put up by a 
player in poker ete. before receiv- 
ing cards. 2 (esp. in phr. up the 
ante) an amount to be paid in 
advance; a stake. @ z./r (antes, 
anted) I put up as an ante. 
2 a bet, stake. b (foll. by up) pay. 


Antarctic Latin, literally ‘before’ ] 


resigns  amte- prefix forming nouns 
8 Lee on ae 

and adjectives meaning ‘hetore. 

preceding’ (ante-room; antenatal: 


ante-post). (Latin, literally ‘before’ 

anteater 7. ¥ a mammal that [eeds on ants and 
termites, esp. one of the edentate family Myrme- 
cophagidae, with a long snout and sticky tongue. 


ANTEATER: 
GIANT ANTEATER 
UM yrmecophaga 

tridactyla) 


antebellum 


antebellum adj. occurring or existing betore a particu- 
lar war, esp. the US Civil War. [Latin, from ante 
‘before’ and bellum ‘war’} 

antecedent e 7. 1 a preceding thing or circum- 
stance. 2 Gram. a word or phrase ete. to which a 
later word (esp. a relative pronoun} refers. 3 (in p/.) 
past history. esp. of a person. @ adj. 1 (often foll. 
by fo) previous. 2 presumptive, a priori. [from Latin 
antecedent- ‘going before] 0 antecedence n. 

antechamber 7. a small yoom leading to a main 
one. [from Italian anticamera] 

antedate e (-/ 1 exist or occur at a date earlier 
than. 2 assign an earlier date to (a document, event, 
ete.). @ na date earlier than the actual one, 

antediluvian adj. 1 of or belonging to the ume 
before the biblical Flood. 2 collog. very old or out 
of date. [based on Latin dilucium “deluge’] 

antelope ». (//. same or antelopes) I a decrhke 
ruminant of the family Bovidae, mainly found 
in Africa, e.g. gazclles, gnus. kudus. and impala. 
2 leather made from the skin of any of these. 
3... Amer = proncuors. [from late Greek antholops| 

antenatal adj. esp. Bril. 1 existing or occurring 

before birth. 2 relating to the 


antennac period of pregnancy. 


‘ 

MN Wr antenna 7. 1 | p/. 
~~ W fa o> antennae = /-1¢¢/) 
- fw —— Sool. each of a pair 
of mobile appendages 
=" on the heads of insects. 
crustaceans, etc. sensitive 
to touch and taste: a fecler. 
> GRESTACE ANS HOUSTELY. 
2 (pl. antennas) = \..kI\ 
n. (Latin, literally ‘yard vol 
a shipr, used in pl. to 
translate Greek — herato 
‘horns (of insects *] 0 an- 
tennal adj. (in sense |, antennary adj. (in sense 1), 
antenuptial ad). esp. Brif. existing or occurring he- 

fore marviage. [from Late Latin antenuptials| 


ANTENNAE 
OF \ BLLTLE 
Simianellus cyaneicollis 


antepenultimate «¢). last but (wo. 

anterior ad). L nearcr the front. 2 ,often foll. by fo) 
earlier, prior. [based on Latin ante before’) o ante- 
riority 7. anteriorly adi. 

ante-room 7. 1 a small room leading to a mam 
one. 2 Vfl. a sitting room in an officers’ mess. 

antheap 7. = \\11iIL!. 

anthelmintic e 7. also anthelminthic: any drug 
ar agent used to destroy parasitic, esp. intestinal 
worms, @.g, tapeworms, roundworms, and tukes. 
e@ ad. having the power to eliminate or clestroy 
parasitic worms. [based on Greek helmins helminthas 
‘worm | 

anthem 7. 1 an choral composition 
usu. based on a passage of scripture for 

church use. 2 aa solemn hymn of praise 
etc. OSp. = SONAL THM Bea populal 
song that is identified with a person, 
group, ete. rock ahem), 3a composition 
sung anuphonally. [from Late Latin 
antiphona “antiphon | 


elaborate 


anther 77. Bol. (he apical portion 
of a stamen containing pollen. 
Db rownk. [based on Greek aifhos 
‘lower | 0 antheral a), 
anthill 7. 1 a moundlike nest built by 
ants or termites, 2a communily teem- 
ing with people. 
anthology 


collecdon of 


filament 


pil. -ies) a published 
poems , repro- 
ductions of paintings, ete [from Greek anthologia} 
canthologist 1. anthologize i:/7. & ini, alse -ise). 
anthozoan e 1. marme cnicarian of the 
class Anthozoa which includes anemones. corals. 
and sea pens. & oNipykiys, @ ad. oF or relating to this 
class. fmodern Latin Anthozoa, trom Gieek anthos 
‘flower’ + ora ‘animals’ | 


songs, 


a se sstle 


anthracite 7. coal || 


relatively pure 


hard viet) contamineg 


carbon and burning with lth 


lye | 


ANTHER: LILY 
PLOWLR SHOWING 
aoe 


smoke. > coat. [from Greek anthrakitis, a kind of 
coal] G anthracitic adj. 

anthrax 7. a fatal bacterial disease of sheep and 
cattle, transmissible to humans. [originally in sense 
‘carbuncle’: from Greck| 

anthropic principle 7. the cosmological principle 
that theories of the origin of the universe are 
constrained by the necessity to allow individual 
human existence. 

anthropo- com). form human, humankind. [from 
Greek anthropos human being’ | 

anthropocentric adj. regarding humankind as 
the centre of cxistence. O anthropocentrism #1. 

anthropogenesis #). the study of the origin 
of man. 

anthropoid e adj. 1 resembling a human 
being in form. esp. (of an ape) tailess and 
often bipedal. 2 of or relating to the 
primate suborder Anthropoidea, which 
includes monkeys, apes. and humans. 
> primait. 3 collog. (of a person) apelike. @ 2. a being 
that is human in form only. 

anthropology ». 1 the study of humankind. 2 the 
study of the structure and evolution of humans as 
animals. O anthropological ad. anthropologist 7. 

anthropomorphism 7. the atinbution of a 
human form or personality to a god, animal, o1 
thing. [based on Greek morpké form’) ao anthro- 
pomorphic adj. anthropomorphically ad. 
anthropomorphize «/7; (also -ise). 

anthropomorphous “dj. )wuwinan in form. 

eaung of human flesh: 
Greck phagein ‘to eat’| 


anthropophagy » the 
cannibalism. [based on 

anthropophagous aq). 

anti e@ prep. also absol.) opposed to (2s anti everything). 
en. (pl. antis: a person opposed to a parucular 
policy ete. [from Greck. literally ‘against’} 


anti- prefix (also ant- before a vowel or 4) forming 
nouns and adjectives meaning: 1 opposed to; 
against anlivaiwectionin . 2 preventing antivcorbutic). 
3 the opposite of anticloman}. 4 vival (antipope). 
3 unhke the conventional form ante hero). 6 Physics 
the antiparticle of a specified particle (anteproton). 

anti-aircraft a/trib.ad). (of a gun, missile, ete.) used 
to attack enemy aireralt, 

antibacterial adj. active against bacteria. 

antibiotic 1. Pharm. any of various substances (c.g, 
penicillin) produced by micro-organisms or made 
synthetically, that can inhibit or destroy susceptible 
micro-organisms. [from French anlibiotique, based 
on Greek bidtihos “fit for hfe’} 

antibody 1. \//. -tes) any of a class of blood 
proteins immunoglobulins) produced im response 
to and counteracting antigens. 

antic 7. 1 usu. in p/.) absurd or foolish behaviour. 

2 an absurd or silly action. [from L[talian 

anlico antique’ | 

Antichrist 7. 1 an arch-enemy of 
Christ. 2. a postulated personal oppo- 
nent of Christ expected by the carly 

Church to appear before the end of 
the worlcl. 


fogpte 


anticipate @/r PE obe aware of in 
advance and act accordingly (antiez 
pated his opponent's moves). 2 disp. expect 
(did not antiipale any difficulty. 3. tore- 
stall eas about to announce the discovery but 
way anticipated by his pupil). 4 look 
forward to f anticipated the interview with 
phasur. 5 cause (a future event) to 
happen earher [based on Latin anticipatis 
‘taken beforchand’| 0 anticipation 1. anticipa- 
tive ad. anticipatory “/). 


| anther 


mw Usage The use of anticipate in sense 2 above is 
well established in informal use, but is regarded as 
Incorrect by some pe ople. 


anticlerical e@ «ij. opposed to the in nee of the 
clerey, esp. in politics. @ a. an anticlerical person. 
0 anticlericalism 1. 


antinode 


anticlimax 7. a trivial conclusion to something 
significant, esp. where a climax was expected. 
O anticlimactic ad). 

anticline n. Geol. ¥ a ridge or fold of stratified 
rock in which the strata slope down from the crest. 
{based on Greek Alinein ‘to lean’) 0 anticlinal adj. 


crest of ridge 
axial plane 


near-surface 


anticline — rock strata 


E\RTH’S CRUST 
SERLCTURE OF AN ANTICLINE. 


ANTICLINE: SECTION OF THE 
SHOWING THE. 


anticlockwise Bri/. @ adv. in a curve opposite in 
cirection to the movement of the hancls of a clock. 
@ adj. moving anticlockwise. 

anticoagulant e 7, any drug or agent that retards 
or inhilits coagulation, esp. of the blood. @ adj. re- 
tarding or inhibiting coagulation. 

anticonvulsant e 7. any drug or agent that 
prevents or reduces the severity of convulsions. 
@ adj. preventing or reducing convulsions. 

anticyclone 7). a system of winds rotating outwarcls 
from an area of high barometric pressure, produ- 
cing fine weather. Oo anticyclonic ad). 

antidepressant 7. any drug or agent that allevi- 
ates depression. 

antidote 7. (often foll. by to, for, agains!) 1 a medi- 
cine etc. taken or given to counteract poison. 
2 anything that counte racts something unpleasant 
or evil (antidote to jet lage [from Greek antidoton 
‘(thing given against’| o antidotal ad). 

anti-establishment adj. (also anti-Establish- 
ment) against the Establishment or established 
authority. 

antifreeze 7. a substance (usu. ethylene glycol) 
added to water to lower its freezing point, esp. m 
the radiator of a motor vehicle. 

antigen 7. a forcign substance (e.g. a toxin) which 
induces an immune response in the body, esp. the 
production of antiboclies. [German] antigenic ad. 

anti-gravity e xn. Physics a hypothetical force 
opposing gravity. @ ad). (of clothing for an astronaut 
ete.) designed to counteract the effects of high 
acceleration. 

anti-hero 7, ( ///. -oes) a central character in a story 
or drama who noticeably lacks conventional heroic 
attributes. 

antihistamine 7. a substance that counteracts 
the effects of histamime, used esp. in the treatment 
of allergics 

anti-inflammatory e «dj. ,of a drug cic.) reducing 
inflammation. @ 7. (p/. -ies) an anti-inflaminatory 
drug. ; 

anti-lock aétrih.adj. (of brakes) set up so as to 
prevent locking and skidding if applied suctdenly. 

antilog 7. = \wiocsniiun. [abbreviation] 

antilogarithm ». (he number to which a logarithm 
belongs 1/00 i the common antilogarithm of 2). 

antimacassar ?). a decorative protective covering 
put esp. over the back of a chair. fbased ou Vacas- 
var. at kind of hair oil] 

antimatter 2. Piyvicy matter composed solely of 
THULE es, 

antimony 7. Chen. a brittle silvery-white metallic 
clement used esp. in alloys with lead. [from med- 
ieval Latin antimonium| G antimonial adj. anti- 
monic «dj. antimonious «d). 

antinode 7. Physics the position of maximum 
displacement in a standing wave system. 


antinomian Apache 


antinomian e adj. of or relating to the view 
that Christians are released from the obliga- 
tion of observing the moral law. [from 
medieval Latin Antinomi, name of a sect in 
Germany (1535)] 0 antinomianism ». 
antinomy /an-tin-d-mi/ n. (pi. -ies) 


antirrhinum 7. <a plant of the genus dafizrhinum — anvil x. a block (usu. of iron) with a flat top, concave 
(hgwort family), with tubular two-lipped flowers. sides, and often a pointed end, on which metals are 
[based on Greek rhis rhinos ‘nose’, from the worked in forging. [Old English] 
resemblance of the flower to an animial’s snout] anxiety 1. (//. -ies) 1 the state of being anxious. 
antiscorbutic aq. preventing or curing scurvy. 2 concern about an imminent or future difficulty. 
anti-Semite 2. a person hostile to or preju- etc. 3 (foll. by for, or fo + infin.) anxious desire. 


1 a contradiction between two beliefs diced against Jews. a anti-Semitic adj. 4 Psychol. a nervous disorder characterized hy a 
or conclusions that are in themselves anti-Semitism 7. ; state of excessive uncasiness. [related to wxiots} 
reasonable; a paradox. 2 a conflict antisepsis 7. the process of using anti- anxious adj. 1 uneasy in the mind. 2 causing or 
between two laws or authorities. septics to climinate undesirable micro- marked by anxiety (an anxious moment). 3 (foll. by for, 
[from Latin antinomia, based on Greek organisms that cause disease. [modern or ¢ + infin.) earnestly or uneasily wanting (avxious 
nomos ‘law’ | Latin] to please). [from Latin anxius, based on angere ‘to 
anti-nuclear adj. opposed to the antiseptic @ ad. 1 counteracting sep- cnoke’| O anxiously adi. anxiousness /. 


development of nuclear weapons or 


sis esp. by preventing the growth of | any e@ del. 1 (with interrog, neg, or conditional 
nuclear power. 


disease-causing micro-organisms. 2 free expressed or implied) a one, no matter which, of 


antioxidant 7. 1 Chem. an agent that from contamination. 3 lacking charac- several (cannot find any answer, are there any good films 
inhibits oxidation, esp. used to counter- ter. @ 7. an antiseptic agent. O antisep- on?). b some, no matter how much or many or of 
act deterioration of stored food products. tically ad:. what sort (if any books arrive, have you any sugar?). 
2 Bil. a substance (e.g. vitamin C or E) antiserum 7. (//. antisera) a blood 2 & minimal amount of (hardly any difference). 
that removes potentially damaging oxidiz- scrum containing antibodies against 3 whichever might be chosen (any fool knows that). 
ing agents in a living organism. specific antigens, injected to treat or — #4 an appreciable (did not stay for any length of time). 

antiparticle 7. Physics a subatomic particle protect against specific diseases. ba very large (hay any amount of money). @ pron. 1 any 


one (did not know any of them), 2. any number (are any of 
them yours’), 3 any amount (ts there any lefi?). @ adv. (usu. 
with neg. or interrog.) at all; in some degree (és that any 


having the same mass as a given particle but 
opposite electric or magnetic properties. 
antipasto x. (//. antipasti) an hors 


antisocial ad. 1 contrary to or harm- 
ful to the existing social order (an/isocial 
behaviour. 2 not sociable. 


doeuvre, esp. in an Italian meal. [Ital- : good? without being any the wiser). OD any more to any 
ian] ANTIRRHINUM: m Usage See Usage Note at soci. further extent (don’t like you any more). [Old English] 


LARGE SNAPDRAGON a 


antipathy 7. (//. -ies) (ofien foll. by so, eesti Ven TaTh antithesis /an-tith-¢-sis/_ n. (pl. = Usage The pronoun any can be used with cither 
Jor, between) a strong or deep-seated aver-  * TILED EEGIR CER etna antitheses) 1 |foll. by of, fo) the direct a singular or a plural verb depending on the 
sion or dislike. [based on Greek : opposite. 2 (usu. foll. by of, between) context (sce examples above). 
antipathés ‘opposed in fecling’] 0 antipathetic adj. | contrast or opposition between two things, ideas, = 
antipathetically ado. etc. [based on Greek antitithenat ‘to set against’] anybody n. & pron. 1 a a person, no matter who. 


b a person of any kind. ¢ whatever person is 


anti-personnel @//rib.adj. (of a bomb, mine, etc.) 9 antithetical ad). (also antithetic). antitheti- ey: 
chosen. 2 a person of importance (are you anybody?) 


designed to kill or mjure people rather than to cally ade. 


damage buildings or equipment. antitoxin n. an antibody that counteracts a toxin, @2yhow adv. 1 anyway. 2 ina disorderly manner or 
antiperspirant e 7. a substance applied to the skin Od antitoxic ad). state (does his work anyhow’ things ave all anyhow). 
to prevent or reduce perspiration. @ adj. that acts as amtitrades 1.p/. winds that blow in the opposite @@ymere adv. esp. .N, Amer. = any more (see AXY). 
an antiperspirant. direction to (and usu. above) a trade wind. anyone fon. anybody. 
antiphon 71. 1 a hymn or psalm, the parts of which antitrust ad. chiefly US (of legislation) preventing @ Usage .{nyone is written as two words to imply a 
are sung or recited alternately by two groups. 2 a or controfling monopolies. numerical sense, as in Any one of us can do it. 


versicle or phrase from this. [ecclesiastical Latin antiviral adj. effective against viruses. 
anliphona, fram Greek phoné sound’| o antiphonal : 
adj. G n. antiphonally adv. 

antiphonary 7. (//. -ies) a book of antiphons. 
[ecclesiastical Latin antiphonarium (as \NiirHoN)| 


anyplace ad..\. .lmer. collog. anywhere. 

any road «adv. esp. .\.Eng/. = aywway 2, 3. 

anything /)n. 1a thing. no matter which. 2 a thing 
of any kind. 3 whatever thing is chosen. o any- 


antivivisectionism 7. opposition to vivisection. 
O antivivisectionist 7, © ad). 

antler 7. 1 each of the branched horns of a usu. 
male deer. & prer. 2 a branch of this. [variant of 


antiphony 7. (//. -ies; 1 antiphonal singing or Old French antoillier] a antlered ad). thing but not at all (eas anything bul honest). 
chanting. 2 a response or echo. ant-lion 7. ¥ a dragonfly-like neuropterous insect 88 Yway ade: 1 (also amy way) in any way or manner. 
antipodes /an-tip-6-deez/ nfl. 1 a (also Antipo- with predatory larvae which trap other insects in 2 in any case. 3 to resume (anyway, as [was saying). 
des) a place diametrically opposite to another, conical pits. anyways adi. .\. Amer. collog. or dial. = anyway. 

esp. Australasia relative to Europe. b_ places anywhere e «di, in or to any place. @ pron. any place 
diametrically opposite to each other. 2 (usu. foll. — (anywhere will do). 

. : r - ee * uh Mle > i 4 
by of, fo) the exact opposite. [from Greek a etree “ge Anzac n. 1 a soldier in the Australian and 
antipedes “having the feet appasite’| SMS = pee. : ‘€. si » New Zealanl Atiny Corps 19Obt 1. 2 a 
O antipodal adj. antipodean ad). & n. “ -: 1 aes “5, : wR te = Cperson from Australia or New Zealand. 
antipope 2. a person set up as pope in Be a SL acronym] 
. a a Be eer fear n° | : a + if 

opposition to one (held by others to be) as oy f Anzac Day ». (in Australia and New Zealand) the 
canonically chosen. s 7 


as 
= q day (25 April) commemorating the Anzac lJand- 
> ing at Gallipoli in 1915. 


AOB abby. Brit. any other business. 
A-OK abbr N. Amen collog. excellent; in good 


antiproton 7. Physics the negatively charged 1s 
antiparucle of a proton. a 
antipruritic e@ adj. relicving itching. @ 7. an 


antipruritic drug or agent. double pair | | Licata order, {from all systems OA | 
antipyretic e adj. preventing or reducing fever. of wanes DEORE Li, aorist Gram. @ 7. an unqualified past tense of a verb, 
@ 7. an antipyretic drug or agent. - without reference to duration or completion. @ ad). 
antiquarian e ad. 1 of or dealing in antiques or ANT-LION © of or designating this tense. [from Greek aovristoy 
rare books. 2 of the study of antiquities. @ 7, an (Palpares libelluloides) ‘indefinite’| 

antiquary. 0 antiquarianism 1. ; aorta 7. (//. aortas) the main artery of the body, 


antonym 7. a word opposite in meaning to another 
in the same language (e.g. bad and good). [from 
French anonyme] OQ antonymous ad), 


antiquary 1. (//. -ies) a student or collector of 
antiques or antiquities. [from Latin anliguarius| 

antiquated aq). old-fashioned; out of date. 

antique e 7. an object of considerable age. esp. an 
item of furniture or the decorative arts having a 
high value. e adj. 1 of or existing from an carly date. 
2 old-fashioned, archaic. 3 of ancient umes, [from 
Latin antiquus “former, ancient’ | 


supplying oxygenated blood to the circulatory 
system, in humans passing over the heart from the 


lefi ventricle and running down in front of the 
antrum ». (/)/. antra) drat. 1a natural chamber or backbone, & cyrpiovyscuLar, mart. [from Greek 


cavity in the body, esp. ina bone. 2 the part of the aorté | D aortic adj. 
stomach just inside its opening into the duodenum, 
{Laun] 0 antral ad). 

ant’s eggs 17.)/. collug. the pupae of ants. 


apace adi. literary swiftly. quickly. [from Old French 
a pas “at (a considerable) pace | 


Apache e. 1 ey a (fl. same or Apaches 


antiquity 7. (pl. -ies) 1 ancient times. esp. the @nuran @ 7. any tailless amphibian of the orde a member of a N. American Indian people of New 
period hefore the Middle Ages. 2 great age (a cily of Anura, including frogs and toads. = 1ko., torn, Mexico and Arizona. b the language of this people. 
great antiquity). 3 (usu. in pl) physical remains or = @ adj, of or relating to this order. [based on Greck 2 ‘apache /a-pash/, | p/. apaches pronunc. same 
relics from ancient times, esp. buildings and works oura “tail’} a Violent street rulfian, originally in Paris. @ «dj. 
of art. 4 (in pi.) customs, events, ctc., of ancient anus 1. Anat. the excretory opening at the end of the /4-pach-i/ of or relating to the Apache or thei 


times. {related to wroit) alimentary canal. > wiesiine. [Latin] language. [Mexican Spanish] 


apart 


apart adv. 1 se ‘parately; not together (keep your feet 
apart). 2 into pieces (came apart in my hands). 3 atoor 
on one side. b out of consideration (placed afier 
noun: joking apart). 4 to or at a clistance. 0 apart 
from excepting; not considering. [from French @ 
part ‘tc one side’|] 0 apartness 7. 

apartheid /4-par-tayt/ n. his/. (esp. in S. Africa) a 
policy or system of segregation or discrimination 
on grounds of race. [Afrikaans] 

apartment 7. I (in //.) a suite of rooms. 2 a single 
room in a house. 3..\. Amer aa flat. b = apvriannt 
suivinG. [from Italian eppartamento, based on a parte 
‘apart | 

apartment building 7. \. Amer. a block of flats. 

apartment house 7. esp, L’S = ArvkiMENI BUILDING. 

apathetic ad. having no emotion or interest. 
D apathetically ad. 

apathy 7. lack of interest or feeling, [from Greek 
apatheia “absence of feeling’) 

apatosaurus 1. ¥ a huge plant-eating dinosaur of 
the genus patosaurus (formerly Bronlosaurus), of the 
Jurassic and Cretaceous periods, with a long tail 
and trunklike legs. [from Greek apale “deceit + 
sauros ‘lizard’| 


ape e 7. 1 any of 
the various primates of 
the family Pongidae charac- 
terized by the absence of a tail. 
2 (in general use) any monkey, 3 a an imitator. b an 
apelike person. @ w./r, imitate, mimic. 0 go ape slang 
become crazy. [Old English] 


apeman 7. (//. -men) any of various extinct 
apelike primates held to be related to present-day 
humans. 


apergu 7. 1 a summary or survey, 2 an insight 
[French] 

aperient e ad). laxative. @ 7. a laxative medicine. 
[from Latin aperient- ‘opening | 

aperiodic adj. 1 not periodic; irregular. 2 (of an 
oscillation or vibration) without a regular period. 

aperitif 7. an alcoholic drink taken before a meal to 
stimulate the appetite. [based on Latin aperie “to 
open | 

aperture 7. 1 a gap. 2 ¥ a space through which 
light passes in an optical or photographic instru- 
ment, & ¢ wiers. [based on Latin aperive > to open] 


APERTURE 

The iris in a camera lens alters the size 

of the aperture through which light falls 
on to photographic film. A wide aperture, 
indicated by a low fnumber, Icts in the 
most light, but reduces the depth of field 
ithe range of the subject that is in focus). 
Conversely, a small aperture, indicated by 
a higher f-number, lets little ght in, but 
allows the greatest depth of field. 


LN ERA-WIDI WIDL MILDIt AM 
APLRIt RI APLRIT RE APERTURE 
aint q 


Apex 1. (also APEX) (often attrib.) a system of re- 
duced fares for schecluled airline flights when paid 
for before a certain period in advance of departure. 
[acronym from Advance Purchase Excursion] 

apex 7. (p/. apexes or apices /ay-pi-seez/) 1 the 
highest point. 2 a climax. 3 the vertex of a triangle 
or cone. 4 a tip or pointed end. [Latin, literally 
‘peak, tip’) 

aphasia n. \fed. the loss of ability to understand or 
express speech, owing to brain damage. [Greek, 
based on aphatos ‘speechless’] 0 aphasic adj. @ n 

aphelion ». (//. aphelia) the point in the orbit of a 
planet, comet, etc., at which it is furthest from the 
Sun. [based on Greek aph’ héliou ‘from the Sun’| 

aphid 7. a small insect of the family Aphididae, 
feeding by sucking sap from leaves, stems, or roots 
of plants. > HimMiricra 

aphis 7. (p/. aphides) an aphid. esp. of the genus 

Aphis which includes the greenfly. [modern Latin] 
aphorism 2. a short pithy 

maxim. [from Greek 

aphorismos “definition | 

do aphoristic adj. 


aphrodisiac e adj. 
that arouses sexual 
desire. @ n. an aphro- 
disiac drug. [based on 
Greek Aphrodite. 
of love] 
apiary 7. (//. -ies) a place where 
bees are kept. © suuiuive. [based on Latin 
apis ‘bee’ | 
apical adj. of, at, or forming an apex. 
[related to \iy] 


wocdedess 


apices fi. of \rex. 
apiculture 7. bec-keeping. [based 
on Latin api “bee’| a apicultural 
adj. apiculturist 7. 

apiece adi. for cach one; severally (had five pounds 
pte 

apish adj. 1 of or like an ape. 2 silly. 0 apishly ado 
apishness 7. 

aplenty ad. in plenty. 

aplomb 27. assurance; self-confidence. 
literally ‘perpendicularity’| 

apnoea /ap-nee-a/ n.\U/S apnea AMed. a tempor- 
ary cessation of breathing. [based on Greek apnous 
‘breathless’ | 


{French. 


apo- prefi, 1 away from apogee). 2 separate. 

apocalypse 7. 1 the Apocalypse) = ki, LLavtion 3. 
2 a revelation. 3 a grand or violent event resem- 
bling those described in the Apocalypse. [based on 
Greek apokaluplein “to uncover. disclose} 

apocalyptic ad. 1 of or resembling the Apoca- 
lypse. 2 revelatory, prophetic. 

Apocrypha 1.//. (also treated as sing) 1 biblical 
writings not forming part of the accepted canon. 
2 (apocrypha) wrilings or reports not considered 
genuine. [from ecclesiastical Latin apucrypha (seripta) 
‘hidden (writings; | 


w Usage The Old Testament Apocrypha include 
those writings appearing in the Septuagint and 
Vulgate versions but not in the Hebrew Bible: they 
are accepted by the Roman Catholic Ghurch as the 
“deuterocanonical’ hooks. 


apocryphal adj, 1 of doubtful authenticity. 
2 invented. mythical (an apocryphal story, 3 of or 
belonging to the Apocrypha. 

apogee 7. 1 the point ma body's orbit at which it ts 
furthest from the Earth (opp. errs; 2 the most 
distant or highest point. [from Greek apogeron “away 
from Earth’| 

apolitical adj, not interested in or concerned with 
poliucs. 

apologetic @ adj. 1 regretlully acknowledging an 
offence. 2 diflident. 3 of reasoned defence. 
@ nr. wusu. in fl) a reasoned delence. [based on 


apotheosis 


Greek apologeisthai ‘to speak in defence’) 
0 apologetically adv. 

apologia 2. a formal defence of one’s opinions or 
conduct. [Latin] 

apologist 7. a person who defends something by 
argument. 

apologize v.inlr, (also -ise) make an apology. 

apologue 7. a moral fable. [from Greek apologos 
‘story’ | 

apology 7. (//. -ies) 1 a regretful acknowledgement 
of an offence. 2 an assurance that no offence was 
intended. 3 an explanation or defence. 4 (foll. by 
for) & poor specimen of (this apology for a letter). [from 
Greek apologia ‘speech in defence] 

apolune 7. the point at which a body orbiting the 
Moon is furthest from it (opp. prriur). [based on 
Latin /una ‘Moon’, on the pattern of apogee] 

apophthegm /ap-6-th’em/ n. (US also apoth- 

egm) a terse saying or maxim, an aphorism. [from 
Greek apophihegma ‘something clearly spoken’| 
0D apophthegmatic ad). 

apoplectic adj. 1 of, causing, sufferimg, or lable 
to apoplexy. 2 collog. enraged. [based on Greek 
apoplessein ‘to strike eeey | 

apoplexy rn. 1 \ed. = siroke n. 2, 2 collog. a rush of 
extreme emotion, esp. anger. feu Greek apoplexia| 

aporia 7. 1 Rhet. an expression of doubt. 2 a 
perplexing difficulty. [based on Greek aporos ‘1m- 
passable ‘| 

apostasy 7. (f/. -ies) 1 renunciation of a belief or 
faith. 2 abandonment of principles or of a party. 
3 an instance of apostasy. [from Greek apostasi 
‘defection | 

apostate e 7. a person who renounces a belief etc. 
e ad. engaged in apostasy. [from Greek apostates 
“deserter | 

apostatize 17/7. 
belief etc. 

a posteriori e ad. (of reasoning) ) inductive, empir- 
ical; proceeding from effects to causes. @ adv. 
inductively, empirically; from effects to causes. 
[Latin, literally ‘from what comes after’] 

apostle 7. 1 a (Apostle) tach of the twelve chief 
disciples of Jesus Christ. b any of a number of 
early Christian teachers,ranked with these. c the 
first successful Christian missionary in a country or 
to a people. 2 a leader or outstanding figure, esp. of 
a reform movement (apostle of temperance), 3 a 
messenger or representative. {from Greek apostolos 
“messenger | 


(also -ise) renounce a former 


apostolate 7. 1 the position or authority of an 
Apostle. 2 leadership in reform. 

apostolic adj. 1 of or relating to the Apostes. 2 of 
the Pope regarded as the successor of St Peter. 3 of 
the character of an Apostle. 

apostolic succession 7. the uninterrupted trans- 
mission of spiritual authority from the Apostles 
through successive popes and bishops. 

apostrophe’ /a-pos-tv6-fi/ 7. a punctuation mark 
used to mdicate: I the omission of letters or 
Ce je.g. can'ly | Jan. 92), 2 the possessive case 

g. Harry's ” book). [from Greek apostrophos ‘accent 

af Palion | 

apostrophe* /i-pos-tro-fi/ n. an exclamatory 
passage in a speech or poem, addressed to a person 
or thing. [from Greek, literally ‘a turning away’ | 
0 apostrophize ¢./. @ intr, (also -ise). 

apothecaries’ measure 2. (also apothecaries’ 
weight) /is/. units of weight and liquid volume 
formerly used in pharmacy (12 ounces = 
pound; 20 fluid ounces = one pint). 
apothecary 2. (//. -ies, archaic a chemist licensed 
to dispense medicines. [based on Greek apotheke 
‘storehouse | 

apothegm ‘Svar. of \oritrHicn. 

apotheosis 7. (//, apotheoses) 1 elevation to 
divine status; deification. 2 a glorification of a 
thing: a sublime example (apotheosis of the dance). 
[based on Greek apotheoun ‘to deily’] 


one 


apotheosize 


apotheosize wir. (also -ise) 1 make divine; deify, 
2 idealize, glorify. 

appal wf (US appall) (appalled, appalling) 
1 greatly dismay. 2 (as appalling adj.) collog. shock- 
ing; unpleasant; bad. [from Old French apalir ‘to 
grow pale’| 0 appallingly adv, 

apparatchik 7. 1 chiefly fist. a member of the 
administrative system of a communist party. 2 derog. 
or joc. an official in a large political organization. 
[Russian, from German Apparat ‘apparatus’| 

apparatus 7. 1 the equipment needed for a particu- 
lar purpose or function. 2 a complex organization. 
Ne on Latin adparare adparat- ‘to make ready 
or’| 

apparel z. US or formal clothing, dress. {from Old 
French apareillier| 

apparent ad. 1 readily visible or perceivable. 
2 seeming. [from Latin apparent- ‘appearing’] 
0 apparently adv, 

apparent magnitude x. the magnitude, ie. 
brightness, of a celestial object as seen from the 
Earth. 

apparition 7. a sudden or dramatic appearance; a 
visible ghost. [related to appear] 

appeal e v. I mi, make an earnest request; plead 
(appealed for calm; appealed to us not to leave). 2 intr. be 
attractive or of interest; be pleasing. 3 intr. (foll. by 
fo) resort to or cite for support. 4 Law a intr. apply 
(to a higher court) for a reconsideration of the deci- 
sion of a lower court. b é refer to a higher court 
to review (a case). ¢ itr. (foll. by against) apply to 
a higher court to reconsider (a verdict or sentence). 
5 intr. Cricket call on the umpire for a decision on 
whether a batsman is out. @ 7. 1 the act or an 
instance of appealing. 2 a formal or urgent request 


for public support for a cause. 3 Law the referral of 


a case to a higher court. 4 attractiveness; appealing 
quality (sex appeal). [from Latin appellare ‘to 
address | 

appealable ad. Law (of a case) that can be referred 
to a higher court for review. 

appealing a#). attractive, likeable. O appealingly adu. 

appear z.intr. 1 become or be visible. 2 be evident (a 
new problem then appeared). 3 seem; have the appear- 
ance of bemg (you appear to be nght). 4 present 
oneself publicly or formally, esp. on stage or as the 
accused or counsel in a law court. 5 be published 
(it appeared in the papers; a new edition will appear). [from 
Latin apparére ‘to come in sight’] 

appearance 7. 1 the act or an instance of appear- 
ing. 2 an outward form as perceived, esp. visually 
(smartened up his appearance, gives an appearance of 
scalded skin). 3 a semblance (lend an appearance of legit- 
imacy). O keep up appearances maintain an 
impression or pretence of virtue, affluence, etc. 
make (or put in) an appearance be present, esp. 
briefly. to all appearances as far as can be seen; 
apparently, 

appease u/; 1 make calm or quiet, esp. by making 
concessions. 2 satisfy (an appetite, scruples). [from 
Old French apaisier| 6 appeasement 7. appeaser 7. 

appellant nx. Law a person who appeals. [from Old 
French apelant| 

appellate ad. Law concerned with appeals. 
Latin appellatus ‘appealed to’} 

appellation 7. formal a name or title; nomen- 
clature. [related to arreai| 

appellation contrélée /ap-é-las- -yon kon-troh- 
lay/ n. (also appellation d’origine contrélée 
/do-ri-zheen/) a guarantee of the description of a 
bottle of French wine or of a foodstuff as to its 
origin, in conformity with statutory regulations. 
[French, literally ‘controlled appellation’) 

append «1/7. attach, affix, add, esp. to a written 
document etc. [from Latin appendere ‘to hang’ | 

appendage n. 1 something attached; an addition. 
2 Zool. a leg or other projecting part of an arthro- 
pod. 

appendectomy 7. (//. -ies) the surgical removal of 
the appendix. 


[from 


appendicitis 7. inflammation of the appendix. 

appendix 7. (//. appendices or appendixes) 
1 (in full vermiform appendix) Anat. ¥ a small 
outgrowth of tissue forming a tube-shaped sac 
attached to the lower end of the large intestine. 
> inrestine. 2 subsidiary matter at the end of a book 
or document. [Latin] 


ascending 
colon 
— appendix 
— 7 ileum 
| rectum 


A APPENDIX: LOWER INTESTINE 
_ SHOWING THE APPENDIX 


appertain vintr (foll. by /o) 1 relate. 2 belong as a 
possession or right. 3 be appropriate. [based on 
Latin pertinéve ‘to pertain | 

appetite 7. 1 a natural desire to satisfy bodily 
needs, esp. for food or sexual activity. 2 (usu. foll. by 
for) an inclination or desire. [based on Latin appetere 
‘to seek after’] D appetitive ad). 

appetizer 7. (also -iser) a small amount to stimu- 
late an appetite. 

appetizing ad. (also -ising) 
appetite. O appetizingly adv. 

applaud #, 1 mir express strong approval, esp. by 
clapping, 2 / express approval of (a person or action) 
verbally or by clapping. [from Latin applaudere] 

applause n. 1 approval shown by clapping the 
hands. 2 warm approval. 

apple vn. 1 the fruit of a tree of the genus Malus, 
rounded in form and with a crisp flesh. > rrurr, step. 
2 (in full apple tree) the tree bearing this. 0 apple 
of one’s eye (prec. by the) a cherished person or 
thing. upset the apple-cart spoil careful plans. 
[Old English] 

applejack n. N Amer a 
fermented apple juice. 

apple-pie bed 7. a bed made (as a joke) with the 
sheets folded short, so that the legs cannot be 
accommodated. 


stimulating an 


spirit distilled from 


applet n. Computing a small application running 
within a larger program, 

appliance n. a device or piece of equipment used 
for a specific task, esp. a machine for domestic use. 

applicable ad. 1 that may be applied. 2 having 
reference; appropriate. O applicability n. 

applicant 7. a person who applies for something. 


application ». 1 the act of apply- 


apprehension 


sewn, to the surface of another fabric to form 
pictures or patterns. @ adj. executed in appliqué. 
e vit (appliqués, appliquéd, appliqucing) 
decorate with appliqué; make using appliqué tech- 
nique. [French, literally ‘applied’| 

apply ». (-ies, -ied) 1 inv, make a formal request for 
something to be done, given, etc. (apply for a job; 
apply for help to the governors; applied to be sent overseas). 
2 intr. have relevance (does not apply in this case). 
3 tr a make use of as relevant or suitable (apply the 
rules). b operate (apply the handbrake). 4 tr. a put or 
spread on (applied the ointment to the cut). b administer 
(applied common sense to the problem). 5 refl. devote 
oneself (applied myself to the task). [from Latin appl- 
care ‘to fold, fasten to’] 

appoggiatura /4-poj-d-tyoora/ n. Mus. a grace 
note performed before an essential note of a 
melody and normally taking half its time value. 
[Italian, literally ‘lean upon, rest’) 

appoint v,/7, 1 assign a post or office to (appoint him 
governor, appoint him to govern; appointed to the post). 
2 fix, decide on (a time, place, etc.) (8.30 was the 
appointed time). 3 prescribe; ordain (Holy Wart 
appointed by the Church). 4 Law a (also absol.) declare 
the destination of (property etc.). b declare (a 
person) as having an interest in property etc. (ones 
was appointed in the will). 5 (as appointed adj.) 
equipped, furnished (a badly appointed hotel). [from 
Old French apoméer| st rae n, appointive 
adj, esp. N. Amer, (in sense | of uw). 

appointment 7. 1 an arrangement to meet at a 
specific time and place. 2 a a post available for 
applicants, or recently filled (took up the appointment on 
Monday). b a person appointed. 3 (usu. in fi.) 
a furniture, fittings. b equipment. 

apportion of, share out; assign as a share. [from 
medieval Latin apportionare| 0 apportionment 7. 

apposite ad. 1 apt; well chosen. 2 well expressed. 
[from Latin appositus ‘put to’] O appositely adv. 
appositeness 7. 

apposition 7. 1 placing side by side; juxtaposition. 
2 Gram. the placing of a word next to another, esp. 
the addition of one noun to another, in order to 
qualify or explain the first (e.g. Wilkam the Conqueror; 
my friend Sue). 0 appositional adj. 

appraisal 7. 1 the act or an instance of appraising. 
2 a formal evaluation of the perlormance of an 
employee over a particular period. 

appraise vi 1 estimate the quality of (appraised her 
skills). 2 set a price on; value. 3 evaluate the per- 
formance of (an employee) formally. [from archaic 
apprize, by assimilation to praise] 0 appraisee 7. 
appraiser 7. appraisingly adv. appraisive ad). 

appreciable aq. large enough to be noticed; signifi- 
cant; considerable (appreciable progress has been made). 
[from (Old) French appréciable| 0 appreciably adv. 

appreciate 1. 1 / a esteem highly; value. b be 
grateful for (we appreciate your sympathy). c be sensitive 
to (appreciate the nuances). 2 tr. (often foll. by that + 
clause) understand; recognize. 3 a ini (of property 
etc.) rise in value. b / raise in value. [from Late 
Latin appretiare ‘to appraise’| 0 appreciative adj. 
appreciatively ad. appreciator 1. 

appreciation 7. 1 favourable or grateful recogni- 

tion. 2 an estimation or judge- 

ment; sensitive understanding \a 


ing, esp. medicinal ointment to 
the skin. 2 a formal request for 
employment, membership, ete. 
3 a relevance. b the use to which 
something can or should be put. 
4 sustained effort; diligence. 
applicator 7. a device for apply- 
ing a substance to a surface or for 
inserting something into a cavity. 
applied adj. (of a subject of 
study) put to practical use as 
opposed to being theoretical. 
applied mathematics sec 
MATHEMATICS. 
appliqué /ap-lee-kay/ @ n. > 
ornamental work in which fabric 
is cut out and attached, usu. 


1OTH-CENTURY 


= ee = 


APPLIQUE DETAIL OX 


; quick appreciation of the problem). 
3 an increase in value. 4 a (usu. 
favourable) review of a book. 
film, etc. 
apprehend »./: 1 understand, 
perceive (apprehend your mean- 
ing). 2 seize, arrest (apprehended 
the crimmal). (from Latin appre- 
hendere ‘to lay hold of ’| 
apprehensible ad). capable of 
being apprehended by the 
senses or the intellect (an appre- 
hensible change in her expression). 
apprehension 7. 1 uncasi- 
ness. 2 understanding: 3 arrest. 
capture. 4 an idea; a concep- 
tion. {related to \rerenenn] 


— 


AMERICAN QUILT 


apprehensive 


apprehensive adj. uneasily fearful; anxious 
0 apprehensively ad. apprehensiveness 7. 

apprentice e 7. 1 a person who is learning a trade 
by being employed in it for an agreed period at low 
wages. 2 a beginner; a novice. @ 7. 1 ¢ engage as an 
apprentice (zeas apprenticed to a builder). 2 intr. N. Amer, 
serve as an apprentice (she apprenticed at a hairdressers). 
[from Old French eprent:s| 0 apprenticeship 1. 

apprise v./r (foll. by of) inform. 0 be apprised 
of be aware of. [based on French apprise (fem.) 
‘learnt, taught | 

approach e ¢: 1 #: come near or nearer to (a place 
or time). 2 ivf come near or nearer in space or time 
(the hour approaches). 3 t. make a tentative proposal to 
rapproached me about a loan. 4 ta be similar in char- 
acter, quality, etc., to (doesn't approach her for artisti 
skill). be approximate to (a population approaching 
J million). 3 tr attenypt to influence or bribe. 6 #. sct 
about (a task ete). 7 min Golf play an approach shot. 
@. 1 an act or means of approaching (nade an 
approach: an approach lined with trees), 2 an approxima- 
tion (an approach lo an apology). 3 a way of dealing 
with a person or thing (needs @ neve approach). 4 \usu. 
in pl.) a sexual advance. 5. Golf'a stroke from the 
fairway to the green. 6 Aeron. the final part of a 
flight before Jancling. [from ceclesiastical Latin 
appropiare| 

approachable adj. 1 friendly: casy to talk to. 
2 able to be approached. 0 approachability v. 
approach road ». Bri. a road by which tral- 
fic enters a motorway, 

approbation »). approval. consent. [from 
Latin afprobatio] GO approbatory ad). 
appropriate e ad. 1 suitable or 
proper. 2 formal belonging or 
particular, @ 7.4 1 take possession 
of. 2 devote (money etc.) to special 
purposes. [from Late Laun appro- 
priatus “made 
Oo appropriately ad. appropri- 
ateness 7. appropriation 7 
appropriator 7”. 

approval 7. 1 the act of approving 
2 consent: a favourable opinion (a27h 
your approval: looked at him with approvals. 
0 on approval (of goods supplicd) to 
be returned if not satisfactory. 


(one’s) own} 


approve «. 1 /, confirm: sanction ‘ap- 

proved hir application). 2 intr. give or have 

a favour-able opimion. 3 é, commend 
approved the new hat. G approve of 
pronounce or conside1 satisfactory: 
commend. [from Latin approbare] 9 approvingly 
adi 


good or 


approx. «a//). L approximate. 2 approximately. 
approximate e «ij. {airly correct or accurate; nea) 
to the actual (he approvumate time af arrival, an appro. 
/ @il) me near resp, 
quality, number. ctc.), but not exactly 
the truth, approximates the amount reqrired ). |from Late 
uy “drawn near to] O approxi- 
approximation /) 
appurtenance 7 in pil. 
appendage: an accessory. [based on Latin pertinen 
“to pertain’ | 


imate auers & intr. bring or « 


approxanates lo 


Laun appro. 
mately ad 


(usu a belonging: an 


APR ahh annual or annualized percentage 


esp. Of interest on loans or creclit). 


Fatt 


Apr. ably \pril 

apraxia #), \ed. inability to perform particular acuy- 
ities as a resultof brain damage. [Greck. “inaction’] 

aprés-ski e 1. (hi its social activiues, 


CVCTUAB, CSP 


follow ing a cay’ skiing, e Hrth.ad). of clothes 
drinks, ete. appropriate to social acuivities follow- 
ing skime, [French] 

apricot @ 7. 1 a a juicy soft fru of an orangc- 
vellow colour. b un [ull apricot tree, the tree 
Prunus arnuniaca, bearing we 2 the ripe fruits 
orange-vellow colour @ ad. of un orange-vellow 
colour. [based on Latin praecoqum, variant of pra 


cox “carly -ripe | 


April n. the fourth month of the year. [from Latin 
Aprilis] 

April Fool 7. a person successfully tricked on 1 
April. 

April Fool’s Day ». (also April Fools’ Day, All 
Fools’ Day) | April. 

a priori e adj. b (of reasoning) deductive; proceed- 
ing from causes to effects. 2 (of concepts, know- 
ledge, etc.) logically independent of experience; 
not derived from experience. 3 not submitted to 
critical investigation (an a priori conjecture). @ adv. 1 in 
an a priori manner. 2 as far as one knows. [Laun, 
literally “from what is before] G apriorism /. 

apron 7. | a garment covering and profecting the 
front of a person’s clothes, either from chest or 
waist level, and tied at the back. 2 Theatr the part of 
a stage in front of the curtain. 3 the hard-surfaced 
area on an airfield used for manoeuyting or loading 
aircrafit. 4 an endless conveyor belt. [based on 
Old French nape ‘tablecloth: for loss of 2 ef. appi.r] 
OG aproned ai). apronful 1. ; p/. -fuls). 

apropos /:p-r6-poh/ @ ad). to the point; appropri- 
ate (Ais comment was apropos). @ prep. (often foll. by of ) 
collog, In respect off concerning (apropos the meeting: 
apropos of the talk), @ adv. L appropriately (spoke apro 
pos). 2 (absol.) by the way: incidentally (apropos, she’s 
nol going). [from French @ propros| 

apse 7. 1 ¥ a large semicircular or polygonal recess. 

arched or with a domed roof, esp. at the eastern 
end of a church, & 

2 = wes. [from Latin apsis] 0 ap- 
sidal ad). 


WASTILIC A. 


apse 


apsis 7. (//. apsides) cither of 

two points on the orbit of a 
planet or satelhte that are near- 
est to or furthest from the body 
round which it moves. [from 
Greek (hapis ‘arch, vault’ 
co apsidal ad). 


_ ror’ of 
apsidal 
chapels 


apt adj. 1 appropriate, suitable 
an apl moment), 2 \foll. by to + 


_ nave infin.) having a tendency, 
prone, likely (apt to lose hes 
APSE; temper). 3. clever: quick to 
PLAN OF learn. [from Latin aptuy 
AMIENS ‘fitted’| 0 aptly adv. apt- 
CATHEDRAL ness /). 
FRANGI apteryx 7». = Ki | 
SHOWING 
mnedern Lata, 
THE. \PSI 


aptitude 7. 1 a natural 
propensity or talent (an 
aptitude for drawing: 2 ability or suitability. [from 
Late Latin aphludo ‘fimess | 

aqua e 7. the colour 
colour. [abbreviation| 


aquamarine. @ adj. of this 


AQUARIUM 


Fishkeeping dates back to Roman times, 
and first became a popular hobby in Europe 
in the 1600s. Four types of fish are kept in 
home aquaria: tropical freshwater specics, 


power 
fillar 


reef rock — 


vagabond 
butterfly fish - 


malu 


CME MLONE 


coal sand 


Bs a al 


NIARING 


aquarium 


aqualung 7. ¥ a portable breathing apparatus for 
divers, consisting of cylinders of compressed air 
strapped on the back, feeding air through a mask 
or mouthpicce. > scvpa-pivinc. [based on Latin aqua 
‘water | < 


mouthprece to 
inflate buoyancy 
jacket 


, mouthpiece and 


/ demand valve 


_ cplinder 
stop valve 


_ main air 
eplinder 


Auovancy 
Jacket 


compass 


emergency 
air, time, and | air cylinder 


depth display | 


AQUALUNG 


aquamarine e 7. 1» a 
light bluish-green beryl. 
2 its colour. & Gim. @ ad). 
of a bluish-green colour. 
|trom Latin aqua marina ‘sea 
water | 


aquaplane e 7. a board for 
riding on water, pulled hy a 
speedboat. @ zintr. 1 ride on 
an aquaplane. 2 (of a vehicle 
glide uncontrollably on tlre wet surface of a road. 


AQUAMARINE 


aqua regia ”. Chem. a mixture of concentrated 
nitric and hydrochloric,acids, a highly corrosive 
liquid attacking many substances unaffected by 
other reagents. {Latin, literally, “royal water’ 

aquarelle 7. a painting in thin watercolours. 
[French, based on Latin agua ‘water | 

aquarium 7. (//, aquaria or aquariums; ¥ an 
artificial environment designed for keeping live 
aquatic plants and aninials for study or exhibition, 
esp. a tank of water with transparent sides. [Latin, 
literally (thing) of water | 


tropical marine species, coldwater fresh- 
water species, and coldwater marine species. 
An aquariums features are usually chosen 
to imitate the natural habitat of the fish. 


power 
head for 


ovygenation 


glas s-sided 
tanh 


squirrelfish 
crushed coral 
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Aquarius 


Aquarius n, 1 Astron. ® a large constella- 
tion (the Water-carrier or Water-bearer). 
said to represent a man pouring water 
from ajar. 2 Astrol. a the eleventh sign 
of the zociac, which the Sun enters 
about 21 Jan. & zoniuac. b a af 
person born when the Sun is 
in this sign. [Latin, literally 
‘water-carrier’] og Aquarian 


“4y 


Arabic numeral 7. any of the 
numerals 0), 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
~~ 6, 7, 8, and 9 (cf. Roman 
NUMERAL). 
arable e «ij. 1 (of land) 
suitable for crop produc- 
tion. 2 (of crops) that can be grown on 
; .. arable land. @ n, arable land or crops. 
» [based on Lat arare ‘to plough’} 


adj, & n. \ ‘4 : : 
ns Dee Be 3 (.: arachnid x. W any arthropod of the 
ae en 9 Ge ta 2 ou ee class Arachnida. having four pairs of legs 
water. 2 (of a sport) played in or AQUARIUS: and usu. pincers or fangs e.g. scorpions, 


on water. @ n. 1 an aquatic plant 
or animal, 2 (in fi.) aquatic sports. 
[based on Latin agua ‘water’ | 

aquatint 7. 1 a print resembling a 
watercolour, produced from a copper plate etched 
with nitric acid. 2 the process of producing this. 
(from Italian acgua tinta ‘coloured water’] 

aquavit x. (also akvavit) an alcoholic spirit made 
from potatoes etc. [Scandinavian] 

aqua vitae 7. a strong alcoholic spirit. {Latin, liter- 
ally ‘water of life’) 

aqueduct 7. ¥ an artificial channel for conveying 
water, esp. in the form of a bridge supported by tall 
columns across a valley. [from Latin aguae ductus 
‘conduit’ 


walter channel , river valley 


FIGURE OF \ WATER- 
CARRIER TORMED FROM 
THE STARS OF AQUARIUS 


spiders, mites, and ticks. [from Greek 
arakhné “spider’) 0 arachnidan adj. & n. 
arachnoid 7. (in full arachnoid 
membrane) dnat. one of the three 
membranes (see meninx) that surround the brain 
and spinal cord of vertebrates. [from Greek 
arakhnoeides ‘like a cobweb’] 
arachnophobia 7. an abnormal fear of spiders 
| Garachnophobe n. arachnophobic ai). 
Aramaic e n. a branch of the Semitic 
languages, esp. the language of Syria used as a 
lingua franca in the Near East from the sixth 
century Bc. @ ad. of or m Aramaic. [from Greek 
Aramaios ‘of Aram’, biblical name of Syria] 
Aran al(rib.ad. designating a type of knitwear with 
traditional patterns, esp. raised cable stitch and 
large diamond = de- 


AQUEDUCT 
BUILT BY THE 
ANCIENT ROMANS 


aqueous /ay-kwi-tis/ adj. 1 of, containing, or like 
water. 2 Geol. produced by water (aqueous rocks). 
[from medieyal Latin aguews| 

aqueous humour 7. Anal. the clear {uid in the eye 
hetween the lens and the cornea. & 1.91 

aquifer 7. Geol. a layer of rock or soil able to hold 
or transmit much water. > [from 
Latin aqua ‘water’ + -fer ‘bearing’ | 

aquilegia x. a plant of the genus Aguilegia (butter- 
cup family) with flowers having backward-pointing 
spurs. [medieval Latin] 

aquiline ad. 1 of or like an eagle. 2 (of a nose) 
curved like an eagle’s beak. [based on Latin aguila 
Toagle: 


ARIESEVN WELL, 


Ar symb. Chem. the element argon. 

Arab e 7. 1 a member of a Semitic people inhabit- 
ing originally Saudi Arabia and adjoinmg coun- 
tries, now the Middle East generally. 2a horse of a 
breed originally native to Arabia. > wors:. @ adj. of 
or relating to the Arabs. [from Arabic arab] 

arabesque 7. 1 Ballet a posture with one leg 
extended horizontally backwards, torso extended 
forwards, and arms outstretched. & Gyainvstics, 2 a 
design of intertwined leaves, scrolls, ete. 3 Alu. a 
florid melodic section or composition, [from Italian 
arabesco “in the Arabic style} 

Arabian e adj. of or relating to Arabia {the Arabian 
desert). @ n. 1 a native of Arabia. 2 US = Arsnn. 2. 

[Middle English, from Old French arab] 


a Usage In the sense ‘a native of Arabia’, the usual 
term is now Arab. 


Arabian camel 7. a domesticated onc-humped 
camel, Camelus dromedarius, native to the deserts of 
N. Africa and the Near East. > cami 

Arabic e 2). the Semitic language of the Arabs. @ ad). 
of or relating to Arabia (esp. with reference to 
language or literature). [from Greek arabikos| 

arabica 7. 1 coffee from the most wicely grown 
species of the coffee plant, Coffea arabica. 2 this 
plant. [modern Latin] 


Se rae eho eee Dea 


— ~~ 


signs. [from the oe 
islands, off the 
coast of a 
araucaria 7. an 
evergreen conifer of the genus 
Jraucaria, nauve to the southern 
hemisphere, eg the monkcy-puzzle 
[modern Latin, from dArauco, the name of a 


trec. 
province in Chile] 
arbiter 7. ( fem. arbitress) 1 a an arbitrator in a 


. ¢ 5 . . 
clispute. b a judge; an authority (arbiter of laste). 
2 a person who has entre control of something. 
arbitrage /ar-bi-trahzh/ n. the buying and sclling 


of stocks or bills of exchange to take advantage of 


varying prices in different markets. [French| 
arbitrageur /ar-)i-trah-zher/ n. (also arbitrager 
/ar-\yi-trij-cr/} a person who engages in arbitrage, 


| ARACHNID 

| Ranging from tiny mites 
and ticks to giant bird-eaune 
spiders, arachnids constitute a 
principal division of the phylum 
Arthropoda, with at least 70,000 

| species. Arachnids have two main body 

| parts (the cephalothorax and abdomen). 

| clearly distinguishing them from insects, 

, which have three. Arachnids generally 
have cight legs, and most live on land. 
Spiders and scorpions are carnivorous, 
while mites ingest fluid from plants, 


animals. or dead remains. 


ESHER NAL FEAT. RES) <3F a 
RLD-KNEED TARAN LULA 
Brachypelma smithi) 


family of 


chelicera 


Arcadian 


arbitral adj. concerning arbitration. [from (Old, 
French] 

arbitrary «dj. 1 based on or derived from unin- 
formed opinion or random choice; capricious. 
2 despotic. 0 arbitrarily adi. arbitrariness 1. 

arbitrate wl, & intr. decide by arbitration. [based 
on Latin arhiter ‘judge ’| 

arbitration 7. the settlement of a dispute by an 
arbitrator. 

arbitrator 7. a person appointed to settle a dispute: 
an arbiter. 

arbitress sce ruil... 

arbor’ 1. 1 an axle or spindle on which something 
revolves. 2 a device holding a tool in a lathe cte. 
[from Latin arbor ‘tree’| 

arbor? US var. of \notr. 

Arbor Day 2. a day dedicated annually to public 
tree-plantuing in the US, Australia, and other coun- 
tries. 

arboreal «dj. of, living in, or connected with wees, 
[based on Latin arbor ‘tree’] 

arborescent «adj. treclike in growth or gencral 
appearance. [from Latin arborescent- “growing into 
a tree | O arborescence 1. 

arboretum ». (//. arboretums or arboreta) a 
botanical garden clevoted to trees. [Latin] 

arboriculture 7. the cultivation of trees and 
shrubs. 0 arboricultural «dj. arboriculturist 1. 

arbor vitae 7. = 1i0}\. [Latin, literally ‘tree of life’| 

arbour /ar-bcr/ 7. ({’S arbor) a shady varden 
alcove with the sides and roof formed by trees or 
climbing plants. [based on Latin herba 
undergrowth] 6 arboured ad). 

arc @ 7. 1 part of the circumference of a circle or 
any other curve, 2 Elect a luminous discharge 
between two electrodes. @ wintr (arced, arcing 
form an arc. {Middle English via Old French, from 
Latin arcus “how, curve’ | 

arcade 7. 1 a passage with an arched rool. 2 esp. 
Brit. any covered walk, esp. with shops along one 
or both sides. 3 .frchit, a series of arches supporting 
or set along a wall. & Norma, Romanesaun. [from 
Italian arcala| 0 arcaded adj. arcading 1. 


“grass, 


Arcadian e 7. an idealized peasant or country 
dweller, esp. in poctry. @ adj. poel. of or relating to 


hind lee 


, Cephalothorar 


& 


abdamen 


spinners 


| middle leg middle leg 


MAIN ARACHNID ORDERS — 


SCORPLONES 


(scorpions) BD seorvlan 


ARANEA 
(spiders) & sripir 


OPILIONLS NG 


vharvestmen Mites, ticks 


A 


Arcady 


Arcady; ideally rustic. [from Greek <Arkadia, a 
mountain district in the Peloponnese] a Arcadian- 
ism 2. 

Arcady n. poel. an icleal rustic paradise. 

arcane adj. mysterious, secret; understood by few. 
[from Latin arcanus, based on ara ‘chest’] 
O arcanely aio. 

arch'e 7. 1 am a curved structure as an opening 
or a support for a bridge, roof, floor, etc. b » an 
arch used in building as an ornament. 2 any arch- 
shaped curve, e.g. as on the inner side of the foot, 
the eyebrows, etc. @ % L & provide with or form 
into an arch. 2 inf form an arch. {related to src] 

arch? adj. self-consciously or affectedly playful or 
teasing. [earlier in sense ‘crafty’, as in arch rogue etc. | 
O archly ad. archness 1. 

arch- comb. form 1 chief, superior (archbishop, archdio- 
cese: archduke). 2 pre-cminent of its kind (esp. in 
unfavourable senses) (arch enemy). [from Greek arkhos 
‘ohne “| 

Archaean /ar-kee-ain/ (U’S Archean: @ adj. of or 
relating to the earlier part of the Precambrian era, 
characterized by the absence of life (cf. Prortro- 


voc). @ n. this period. [based on Greek arkhé 


‘beginning | 
archaeology n. (lS also archeology; the study 
of human history and prehistory through the 
excavation of sites and the analysis of physical 
remains. [from Greek arkhaiologia ‘ancient history’ | 
0 archaeological adj. archaeologically adi. 
archaeologist n. 
archaeopteryx 7. the oldest known fossil bird, 
Archaeoplerys lithographica. of the late Jurassic period, 
which has wings and feathers, but teeth and a bony 
tail. [from Greek arkhaios “ancient + plerux ‘wing | 


ARCHAEOPTERYX: (OSSILIZED SKELLION 
OF Archaeopteryy lithographica 


archaic adj. 1 a antiquated. b (of a word ctc., 
no longer m ordinary use, though retained for 
special purposes. 2 primitive. 3 of an carly period 
of art or culture. [from Greek arkhaihos “old- 
fashioned’| G archaically adi. archaize v./r © intr. 
also -ise 

archaism v7. 1 the retention or imitation of the 
old or obsolete, csp. in danguage or art. 2 an archaic 
word or expression. [based on Greek arkhaizein “to 
copy the ancients] Oo archaistic ad). 

archangel 7. 1 an angel of the highest rank. 
2amember of the ctzhth order of the nine ranks of 
heavenly beings see opie 1. 15). Oarchangelie «dj. 

archbishop ». the chief bishop of a province 

archdeacon 7. 1 an Anvlican cleric ranking below 
a bishop. 2a meniber of the clergy of similar rank 
in other Churches. 0 archdeaconry 1. ; p/. -ies 


40 


architectonic 


ARCH 


The curve of an arch displaces weight from 
above, directing it to the spring line, where 

, itis then supported vertically by abutments 
or pillars. In a classical arch, such as the 
basket type, the curve is formed from a 
series of interlocking blocks (voussoirs), with 
the central stone referred to as the keystone. 
A reinforcing piece of stonework, known as 
the impost, is situated at the spring line. 
The first curved arches were built by the 
Etruscans, but as architectural styles have 
varied in different locations and eras, so 
too has the form of the arch, 


OTHER TYPES OF ARCH 


SS 


bin 


CALIPHAL NASRID 


archdiocese n. the diocese of an archbishop. 
0 archdiocesan «ad. 


archduke 2». ( /em. archduchess) /is/. the chief 
duke (esp. as the title of a son of the Emperor of 


Austria). 0 archducal adj. archduchy 2. | p/. -ies) 

Archean ('S var. of Arc iatvn. 

archeology C'S var. of \KcHaALoLocy. 

archer n. 1 a person who shoots with a bow and 
arrows. 2 (the Archer) the zodiacal sign or constel- 
lauion Sagittarius. > S\oimyrivs, zopic. [based on 
Latin arcuy ‘bow | 

archerfish 7. an Asian and Australasian freshwater 
fish that knocks insect prey off vegetation by shoot- 
ing water from its mouth. 

archery 7. ¥ shooting with a bow and arrows, esp. 
aS a sport. 

archetype /ar-ki-typ/ n. 1 a prototype; an original 

model. 2 a typical specimen. [from 
Greek arhhetupon’| 0 archetypal 

' adj. archetypical ad). 
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archidiaconal adj. of or relating to an archdeacon. 
[from medieval Latin archidiaconals| 0 archidiac- 
onate /. 

archiepiscopal adj. of or relating to an arch- 
bishop. [based on Greck arkhiepiskopos ‘archbishop’ | 
Oarchiepiscopate 7. * 

archipelago 7. (//. -os or -oes) a group of islands. 
{from Greek arkhi- ‘chie? + pelagos ‘sea’, originally 
the Aegean Sea] . 

architect 7. 1 a designer who prepares plans for 
buildings, ships, etc., ang supervises their construc- 
tion, 2 (foll. by of) a person who brings about a 
specified thing (the architect of his own fortune). [from 
Greek arkhitekton| 

architectonic e ad. 1 of or relating to architecture 
or architects. 2 of or relating to the systematization 
of knowledge, @ x. (in pl; usu. treated as sing) 1 the 
scientific study of architecture. 2 the study of the 
systematizauion of knowledge. 


ARCHERY 
Archery’s origins lie in hunting and warfare, but today it . 
is practised mainly as a sport. In competition, arrows are 
fired at targets at distances ranging from 30 m (98 ft) to 

ir 90 m (295 ft), with the highest score accorded to the 
centre circle, or bull’s-eve. Modern bows are made of 
strong but flexible materials, and 
incorporate stabilizers and ] 
sophisticated sights. 


point 


2 points 


3 points 
ARCHERY 4 points 
IARGET 5 pointy 
6 points 
7 points 


8 points —_ 
points 

10 points 

(bull ’s-eye) 


architecture 


architecture 7. 1 the art or science of designing 
and constructing buildings. 2 the style of a building 
as regards design and construction. 3 buildings 
or other structures collectively. 4 the conceptual 
structure and logical organization of a computer 
system. [based on Greek (ekton ‘builder’] 0 archi- 
tectural adj. architecturally adz. 

architrave 7. 1 (in classical architecture) a main 
beam resting across the tops of columns. > coun, 
EnrABLATURE. 2 the moulded frame around a door- 
way or window. [based on Latin tabs trabis ‘beam’ 

archive /ar-kyv/ e@ 7. (usu. in p/.) 1 a collection of 
esp. public or corporate documents or records. 
2 the place where these are kept. @ vir place or 
store in an archive. [from Greek arkheta ‘public 
records’| o archival ad). 

archivist /ar-kiy-ist/ n. a person who maintains 
archives. 

archway 7. 1 a vaulted passage. 2 an arched 
entrance. 

arc lamp ». (also arc light) a light source using an 
electric arc. 

Arctic e adj. 1 of or relating to the north polar 
regions. 2 (arctic) collog. (esp. of weather) very cold. 
e n. the regions north of the Arctic Circle. [based 
on Greek arktos ‘bear, Ursa Major, pole star’] 

Arctic Circle n. » the parallel of latitude 
66° 33' N., forming an imaginary line 
round the Arctic regions. 

Arctic Ocean 7. the partly ice- 
covered expanse of ocean sur- 7 
rounding the North Pole. & oc1.v. 

arcuate adj. shaped like a bow, 
curved. © vem. [from Latin 
arcuatus “curved | 

arc welding 7. a method of 
welding using an electric 
arc to melt metals to be 
welded. 

ardent adj. eager, zealous; 
(of persons or feelings) fer- 
vent, passidnate. [from Latin 
ardent- ‘burning’| 0 ardency n. 
ardently adv. 

ardour /ar-der/ n. (US ardor) zeal; burning 
enthusiasm; passion. [based on Latin ardeéve “to burn’] 

arduous ad. hard to achieve or overcome; labori- 
ous, strenuous. [from.Latin arduus ‘steep, difficult’) 
0 arduously ad. arduousness /. 

are! 2nd sing. present & Ist, 2nd, 3rd pl. present of 1 

are? n. a metric unit of measure, equal to 100 
square metres. [from Latin area] 


Arctic / 

regions 

Arctic/ 
Circle 


area 7). 1 the extent or measure of a surface =F 


(aver a large area; 3 acres in area; the area of a inan- 
gle). 2 a region or tract (the southern area). 3 a space 
allocated for a specific purpose (dining area). 4 the 
scope or range of an activity or study, 5 (prec. by 
the) Football = penavry arcs. [Latin, literally ‘vacant 
piece of level ground’| 0 areal ad). 
areca /a-ri-ka, 4-ree-ka/ 1. a tropical sian 


palm of the genus Areca. [Portuguese] Ol 
FROM THE STARS 


areca nut 7. the astringent seed of a species of 
areca, A. calechu. 

arena 7. 1 the central part of an amphitheatre etec., 
where contests take place. > \mpHriHearen. 2 a scene 
of conflict; a sphere of action or discussion, [from 
Latin (A)arena “sand, sand-strewn place of combat’| 

aren’t contr 1 are not. 2 (in inferrog.) am not (arent 
! coming too?) 

areola /ij-ree-6-la/ n. (pl. areolae /-lee/) Anal. 
a circular pigmented area, esp. that surrounding 
a nipple. > urcast. [Latin, literally ‘hte area’| 
od areolar ad. 

aréte n. a sharp mountain ridge. > GLaciLx 

argentiferous ad. containing natural deposits of 
silver. 

Argentine (also Argentinian) @ adj. of or relating 
to Argentina. @ n. 1 a native or national of 
Argentina. 2 a person of Argentine descent. 


ARCTIC CIRCLE 


| , 
\ 


ARIES: FIGURI 


Oo the Argentine Argentina. [based on Latin 
argentum ‘silver’, a major historical export] 
argil n. clay, esp. that used in pottery. [based on 
Greek argos ‘white’] 0 argillaceous ad). 
argon 7. Chem. an inert gaseous element of the 
noble gas group. [Greek, literally ‘idle thing’] 
argosy 1. (fi. -ies) poet. a large merchant ship, orig- 
inally esp. from Ragusa (now Dubrovnik) or Venice. 
argot /ar-goh/ n. the jargon of a group or class, 
formerly esp. of criminals. [French] 
arguable ad. open to argument; debatable. 
O arguably adv. 
argue ». (argues, argued, arguing) 1 mr (often 
foll. by with, about, etc.) exchange views or opinions, 
especially heatedly or contentiously. 2 & @ itr. 
often foll. by that + clause) maintain by reasoning, 
3 intr. (foll. by_for, against) reason (argued against join- 
ing). 4 in treat by reasoning (argue the point), 
Dargue the toss esp. Byit. collog. dispute a decision 
or choice already made. [from Latin argutari “to 
prattle’] 5 arguer n. 
argument 7. 1 an exchange of views, esp. a heated 
or contentious one. 2 (often foll. by for, against) a 
reason advanced (an argument for abolition). 3 a 
summary of the line of reasoning of a book ete. 
[based on Latin arguere ‘to make clear’| 
argumentation 7. 1 methodical reasoning. 
2 debate or argument. 
argumentative ad. 1 fond of argu- 
mg; quarrelsome, 2 using methodical 
reasoning, 0 argumentatively ad. 
argumentativeness 7. 
Argus 7. a watchful guardian. 
[from Greek Argos, a mythical 
watchman with a hundred eyes| 
Argus-eyed adj. vigilant. 
argy-bargy joc. esp. Bri/. @ n. (pl. 
-ies) a dispute or wrangle. @ v.i/7: 
(-ies, -ied) quarrel, esp. loudly, 
[originally Scots} 
aria /ar-ia/ n. Mus. a long accom- 
panied song for solo voice in an opera, 
oratorio, etc. {Italian, hterally “tune’| 
arid adj. 1 a (of ground, climate, etc.) dry, parched. 
b too dry to support vegetation; barren. 2 uninter- 
esting. [from Latin ardus| 0 aridity n. aridly adi: 
aridness ”. 
Aries 1. (pl. same} 1 Astron. ¥ a small constellation 
(the Ram), said to repre- 
sent the ram whose 
Golden Fleece was 
sought by Jason 
and the Argonauts. 
2 Astrol. a the first 
sign of the zodiac, which 
j the Sun enters at the 
vernal equinox (about 20 
Mar.). & zopic.. b a person 
bern when the Sun is in 
this sign. [from Latin, liter- 
ally ‘ram’] Oo Arian adj. G n 
aright adr. rightly. 
aril 7. Bol. ¥ an extra seed- 
covering, often coloured and 
fleshy, e.g. around a nutmeg seed. [from modern 
Latin avlus| 0 arillate ad). 
arioso \ fu. @ adj. G adv. in 
a melodious sonelike style. 
@ 7. (pl. -os) a piece of 
music to be performed 
in this way. [Italian] 


\ RAM FORMED 


ol ARTES 


aril (mace) 


arise wil (past arose: 
past part. arisen, 1 begin 
lo exist: originate. 2 (usu. 
foll. by from, out of ) result 
(accidents can arise from care- 
lessness). 3 come to one’s 
notice (the question of payment 
arose). 4 archaic or poet. rise or 


get up. [Old English] 


uncovered | 
S¢ ed 


seed / 
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aristocracy 1. (//. -ies) 1 the highest class in soci- 
ety; the nobility. 2 a government by the nobility or 
a privileged group. b a state governed in this way. 
{from Greek aristohratia] 

aristocrat 7. a member of the nobility. 

aristocratic ad). 1 of or relating to the aristocracy. 
2 distinguished in manners or bearing. 0 aristo- 
cratically ad. 

Aristotelian e 7. a disciple or student of the Greek 
philosopher Aristotle (d. 322 wc). @ adj. of or 
concerning Aristotle or his ideas. 

arithmetic e 7. /4-rith-mé-tik/ 1 the science of 
aumbers. 2 the use of numbers; computation (a 
problem involving arithmetic). @ adj. /a-vith-met-ik/ 
(also arithmetical) of or concerning arithmetic. 
[from Greek arithmetike ‘art of counting’] 0 arith- 
metician n. 

arithmetic mean 7. the central number in an 
arithmetic progression, 

arithmetic progression 7. 1 an increase or de- 
crease by a constant quantity (e.g. 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., 
9, 7, 5, 3, ete.). 2 a sequence of numbers showing 
this. 

-arium 3i/fix forming nouns usu. denoting a place 
(aquarium: planetarium). [Latin neuter inflection] 

ark n. 1 the ship in which (according to the Bible) 
Noah, his family, and 
the animals were 
saved, 2 archaic a 
chest or box. [from 
Latin arca “chest} 

Ark of the 
Covenant 
» (also Ark of 
the Testimony) 
» a chest or cup- 
hoard containing 
the scrolls or tables 
of Jewish Law. 


shields protecting 
the Torah scrolls — 


ARK OF THE 
COVENANT 
IN AN 18TH 
GENTGRS DU Tee 
SYNAGOGLL 


arm! 7. 1 cach of the two upper limbs of the 


human body from the shoulder to the hand. 2 a the 
forchinh of an animal. b the flexible limb of an 
invertebrate animal (e.g. an octopus). > 
3 a the sleeve of a garment. b the side part of a 
chair ete,, used to support a sitter’s arm. ca thing 
resembling an arm in branching from a main stem 
(an arm of the sea). 4 a subsidiary company 01 
specialist branch of a business, mstituuon, etc. 0 an 
arm and a leg co/loj. a large sum of Money. arm 
in arm (of two or more persons} with arms linked. 
at arm’s length I as far as an arm can reach, 
2 far enough to avoid undue familiarity. in arms 
jof a baby) too young to walk. under one’s arm 
between the arm and the body. with open arms 
cordially, [Old English] a armful zx. (p/. -fuls 
armless ad). 

arm? e 7. 1 (usu. in pl.) a a weapon. b = 1kivry 
2 tin pl. the military profession. 3 a branch of the 
military (c.g infantry, cavalry. artillery). 4 in p/ 
heraldic devices (coat of arms,. @ vt, & refl. 1 supply 
with weapons. 2 supply with tools or other requis- 
ites or advantages armed with the truth . 3 make va 
bom ete.) able to explode. Oin arms armed. lay 
down one’s arms cease fighting. take up arms 
begin fighting. under arms ready for war o1 
bate. up in arms cusu. foll, by ava, about 
actively rebelling. [from Latin arma ‘arms. fittings’ 
O armless ad). 


OCTOPUS, 


armada 


armada n. a [lect of warships, esp. that sent by 
Spain against England in 1588. [Spanish] 

armadillo n. (//. -os) ¥ a nocturnal insect-eating 
mammal of the family Dasypodidae, native to 
Central and S. America, with large claws for 
digging and a body covered in bony plates, often 
rolling itself into a ball when threatened. & enent- 
vit. [Spanish, literally ‘little armed man’] 


protective bony 


plates 


armoured 


‘ial ARMADILLO: NINI-BANDED 


ARMADILLO Dasypus novemeinctus) 


Armageddon 7. 1 {in the New Testament) the last 


battle between good and evil before the Dav of 


Judgement. 2 a bloody battle or struggle on a huge 
scale. [from Hebrew har megiddon hut of Megiddo’ 
(sce Rev. 16:16)] 

Armagnac i. a type of brandy made in Aquitaine 
in SW France. [from the former name of a district 
in Aquitaine] 

armament 7. 1 (often in //.) miltary weapons and 


equipment, esp. guns on a warship. 2 the process of 


equipping for war, {from Latin armamentum| 
armature 7. 1 the rotating coil or cous of a dynamo 
or electric motor. & WILRN WING CURRENT. 2= KLLPTR OL 
3 Biol. the protective covering of an animal or plant. 
4 a metal framework on which a sculpture ts 
moulded. [from Latin armatura ‘armour’ | 
armband n. a and worn around the upper arm to 
hold up a shirtsleeve or as a form of idenufication etc 
armchair 7. 1 a comfortable. usu. upholstered, chait 
with side supports for the arms. 2 (afirib. theoretical 
rather than active or practical (an armchair criti. 
armed forces 7.f/. the army, navy. and air force. 
Armenian e 7. 1 a a native of Armenia in the 
Caucasus. b a person of Armenian descent. 2 the 
language of Armenia. @ adj. of or relating to Ar- 
menia, its language, or the Christian Church estab- 
lished there ¢.300. 
armistice n. a stopping of hostilities by agreement 
of the opposing sides; a truce, [from Latin arma 
‘arms + -stitwm ‘stoppage’ | 


Armistice Day 7. the anniversary of the armistice 
of 1] Now 1918 ccf Risteaewwee St \pav i. 

armlet 7. a band worn round the arm. 

armoire 7. a cupboard or wardrobe, esp. one that 
is ornate or antique. [French] 

armor (Svar. of \aaiorr. 

armorer (Svar. of \wwworrir. 

armory!» pi. -ies heraldry. armorial «adj 

armory” CS var. of agvorry. 

armour \/ Sarmorie 7, 1 a defensive covering, 
usu. of metal. formerly worn to protect the body in 
fighting, > siikv. 2 a (in full armour-plate) a 
protective metal covering for an armed vehicle. 
ship, etc. b armoured fighting vehicles collectivels 
3 a protecuive covering or shell on certain animals 
and plants. @ @/ (usu. as armoured ¢d).) provid 
with a protective covering. and often with guns 
amowed car). [related to vevivit Re] 


armourer /.\{ S armorer) 1 a maker or repairer 
of arms or armour. 2 an official in charge of a 
ship's or a regument’s arms 

armoury #!.\/S also armory _f/. -ies; 1 a plac 
where arms are kept: an arsenal. 2 an array of 
weapons, defensive resources, usable material, et 
3 US a place where arms are manufactured. {from 
Old French armoire 

armpit 7, the hollow under the arm at the shoulde: 

armrest 7. = \n\1' 3b. 


army 7. (//. -ies) 1 an organized force armed for 
fighting on land. 2 (prec. by the) the military pro- 
fession. 3 (often foll. by of) a very large number 
(an army of locusts; and army of helpers). 4 an organized 
body regarded as fighting for a particular cause 
(Salvation Army). [based on Latin armare ‘to arm’] 
arnica 7. 1 a plant of the genus drnica (daisy 
family), having yellow daisy-like flower heads, e.g. 
mountain tobacco. 2 a medicine prepared from 
this, used for bruises etc. [modern Latin} 
aroma i. 1 a fragrance; a distinctive and pleasing 
smell, often of food. 2 a subtle pervasive quality. 
{Latin, from Greek aréma ‘spice’ | 
aromatherapy 7. the use of aromatic plant 
extracts and essential oils in massage or other 
treatment. 0 aromatherapeutic adj. ar- 
omatherapist ». 
aromatic e@ adj. 1 fragrant, spicy; {of a 
smell) pleasantly pungent. 2 Chem. (of an organic 
compound) having an unsaturated ring, esp. a 
benzene ring. @ 7. an aromatic substance. [from 
Greek aromatihos| 0 aromatically adv. aroma- 
ticity 7. 
arose /as/ of \Rist. 
around e adv. 1 on every side; all round. 2 in vari- 
ous places: here and there; at random (fool around; 
shop around). 3 collog. a in existence, available. 
b near at hand, 4 approximately. e@ prep. 1 on or 
along the cirenit of. 2 on every side off enveloping. 
3 here and there in: here and there near (chairs 
around the room). 4 .\. Amer. (and increasingly Brit.) 


ARMOUR 


arrant 


a round (the church around the corner). b approximately 
at; at a time near to (come around four o'clock). 0 have 
been around collog. be widely experienced. 

arouse ?./7. 1 induce; call into existence (esp. a feeling, 
emotion, etc.). 2 awake from sleep. 3 str into activity. 
4 stimulate sexually. 0 arousable ad. arousal n. 

arpeggio /ar-pej-i-oh/ n. (pl. -os) Mus. the notes 
of a chord played in succession. [Italian, based on 
arpeggiare ‘to play the harp’] 

arr. abbr. 1 Atlus. arranged by. 2 arrives. 

arraign ¢./7. 1 indict before a tribunal; accuse, 2 find 
fault with; call into question (an action or statement). 
[from Old French arazsnier| 0 arraignment n. 

arrange ». | #7, put into the required order; classify. 
2 f: plan or provide for; cause to occur (arranged a 
meeting). 3 intr, take measures; form plans; give 
instructions (arrange to be there at eght; arranged for a taxt 
to come). 4 inf. come to an agreement (arranged with her 
to meet later). 5 tr, Mus. adapt (a composition) for 
performance with instruments or voices other than 
those originally specified. [from Old French arangier| 
Oo arrangeable adj. arranger 7. (esp. in sense 5). 

arrangement 7. I the act or process of arranging 
or being arranged. 2 the manner in which a thing 
is arranged. 3 something arranged. 4 (in p/.) plans, 
measures (make your own arrangements). 9 Mus. a com- 
position arranged for performance by different 
lustruments or voices. 

arrant a/(rib.ad). downright, utter, notorious (arrant 
har. arrant nonsense). [Middle English variant of 
LRRANT] O arrantly adv. 


close helmet 


eve slit 


hinged visor 


Body protection has been used in battle since ancient 
umes, and the craft of armour manufacture reached 
its height in 15th- and 16th-century Europe. Knights 
wore an elaborate and all-encasing plate armour, 
which was heavy, but sophisticated enough to allow 
them to wield a sword or raise a shield in defence. 
Japan’s samurai warriors also wore armour. 

Today, light armour is sull in use in 
miltary and civil protection, where 
it shields the torso from bullet and 
knife wounds, ancl in many martial 
arts, including kendo. 
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gorget 
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lathes raps 
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KRENDO BODY ARALOUR 


breastplate 
~ vambrace 


metal face mask , head guard 
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ART DECO 


The term art deco originates from an exhibition of 
decorative and industrial design held in Paris in 1925. 
Owing something to art nouveau, but with a greater em- 
phasis on geometry rather than organic forms, it became 
| the most fashionable style of the 1920s and 1930s. With 
high regard to fine workmanship and materials, the style 
affected jewellery and furniture, as well as interior design 


artesian well 


arson 7. the act of maliciously setting fire to property. 
[based on Latin ardere ars- ‘to burn’ | 0 arsonist n. 

art 7. 1 a human creative skill or its application. 
b work exhibiting this. 2 a (in pl; prec. by the) the 
various branches of creative activity, e.g. painting, 
music, writing, considered collectively. b any one of 
these branches. 3 creative activity, esp. painting 
and drawing, resulting in visual representation 
(interested in music but not art), 4 human skill or work- 
manship as opposed to the work of nature. 5 (often 


and architecture. William van Alen’s Chrysler Building 
epitomizes art deco style, from the overall structure to 
interior detailing, such as the elevator doors shown here. 


__, contrasting 
geometric shapes 


_ heavily outlined 
pattern 


INSIDE THE 
CHRYSLER 
BUILDING 


ELEVATOR 


foll. by of) a skill, aptitude, or knack (the art of wril- 
ing clearly). 6 (in pl; usu. prec. by the) those branches 
cc learning (esp. languages, literature, and history) 
associated with creative skill as opposed to scientific, 
technical, or vocational skills. [from Latin as artis| 

art. abby. article. 

art deco 7. < the predominant decorative art style 
of the period 1910 30, characterized by precise 
and boldly delineated geometric motifs, shapes, and 
strong colours. [shortened from French art décoraii/| 


DOORS 


4 (1930), artefact n. (US artifact) a product of human art 
NiW YORR, and workmanship. [from Latin wf facta “Uiing 
DUTCH BRASS USA made by art’] 0 artefactual ad). 
AND ENAMEL BROOGH arterial adj. 1 of or relating to an artery (aerial 
(€.1925) blood). 2 (esp. of a road) main, important, esp. link- 
—_ : 5 | — ing large cities or towns. [based on French arlére 
4500 1550 1600 1650 1700 = ~— 4g00——SS«1850 4900 1950 om ‘artery’ 


arras 7. fist. a rich tapestry, often hung on the wall. 
[from Arras, a town in NE France famous tor the 
fabric] 

array e 7. 1 an imposing or well-ordered series or 
display. 2 an ordered arrangement, esp. of troops 
(battle array). @ vl 1 deck, adorn. 2 set in order: 
marshal (forces). [from Old French aveer| 

arrears 7.//. an amount still outstanding or uncom- 
pleted. 0 in arrears (or arrear) behindhand, esp. 
in payment. [based on medieval Latin adretro “im a 
backwards direction’) 0 arrearage n. 

arrest e@ w/z 1 a seize (a person) and take into 
custody, es by legal authority. b seize (a ship) by 
legal authority. 2 stop or check (esp. a process or 
moving thing). 3 attract (a person’s attention). 
en. 1 the act of arresting or being arrested, esp. the 
legal seizure of a person. 2 a stoppage or check 
(cardiac arrest). [based on Latin yestare “to remain, 
stop’ | 0 arrestingly adv. 

arrestable ad. Law (esp. of an offence) such that 
the offender may be arrested without a warrant. 

arrester 7. (also arrestor) a device for slowing an 
aircraft after landing. 

arrival n. 1 the act or an instance of arriving. 
2 a person or thing that has arrived. [from Anglo- 
Trench arrwaille| 

arrive v.iniy. (often foll. by af, in) 1 reach a destin- 
ation; come to the end of a journey or a specified 
part of a journey (arrived in Tibet; arrived late). 2 (oll. 
by at) reach (a conclusion, decision, etc.). 3 collog. 
establish one’s reputation or position. 4 collog. (of a 
child) be born. 5 (of a time) come (her buthday arrived 
at last). [based on Latin npa ‘shore’ | 

arriviste 7. an ambitious or ruthlessly self-seeking 
person. [French] 

arrogant adj. aggressively assertive or presumptu- 
ous; overbearing. O arrogance n, arrogantly ado. 

arrogate viz 1 (often foll. by to oneself) claim 
power, responsibility, etc.) without justification, 
2 woften foll. by fo) attribute unjustly (to a person). 
[based on Latin arrogatus ‘claimed for oneself"| 


‘ 


-arsenical e ad). of or containing arsenic. @ 7. a drug 


arteriosclerosis 7. loss of clasticity and thicken- 
ing of the walls of the arteries, esp. in old age. 
0 arteriosclerotic adj. 

artery 7. (p/. -ies) 1 ¥ any of the muscular-walled 
tubes forming part of the blood circulation system 
of the body. & carptovascursr. 2 a main road or rail- 
way line. {from Greck wera] 0 arteritis n. 


arrowroot 7. a plant of the family Marantaceae 
from which a starch ts prepared and used in food 
and medicines. {from the use of its tubers to absorb 
poison from arrow wounds] 

arse (.\. Amer. ass: coarse slang en. the buttocks. @ wins: 
‘usu. foll. by about, around) play the fool. [Old 
Enelish] 


; thin elastic layers 
arsehole n. (.\. Amer asshole; coarse slang 1 the 


anus. 2 offen). a term of contempt for a person. 

arse-licking 7. (V. .{mer ass-licking) coarse slang 
obsequiousness for the purpose of gaining favour, 
toadying, 0 arse-licker 7. 


blood supply 


lough 


arsenal 7. 1 a store of weapons. 2 a government 
outer layer 


establishment for the storage and manulacture of 
weapons and ammunition. 3 resources of anything 
compared with weapons (e.g. terms of abuse). 
[based on Arabic dar house’ + sind *a ‘industry’ | 


muscular 


middle layer 


smooth 
mmner coal 


ARTERY: GU EAWAY SEC TION OF NAUMAN ARTERY 


arsenic 7. 1 a non-scientific name for arsenic triox- 
ide, a highly poisonous substance used in weed- 
killers, rat poison, etc. 2 Chem. a brittle semi-inctallic 
element, used m semiconductors and alloys. 


artesian well 1. ¥ a well bored perpendicularly, 
esp. through rock, into water-bearing strata lying at 
an angle, so that natural pressure produces a con- 
stant supply of water. [based on Arto, old French 


containing arsenic. province where such wells were first made] 


ARTESIAN WELL 
An artesian well makes use of hydrostatic pressure to 
raise water to the Earth’s surface. Such a well may be 
bored into an aquifer (a saturated stratum of rock or 
earth) that is sandwiched between layers of impermeable 
rock. Provided the water table is higher than ground level 
at the well head, water will naturally 
rise to the surface. 


SECTION OP THE EARTH 
REVEALING AN AQUIFER AND 
AN ARIUESIENN WELL 


level of water table 


well head 


C arrogation 1. natwal 
arrow e ». L a sharp pointed wooden or metal stick atevian a 
shot from a bow as a weapon. > argcuery. 2a drawn spring —_[ : 
or printed ete. representation of an arrow inclicat- aa lS a 
ing a direction. @ w./7, (as arrowed adj.) provided or 
marked with an arrow or arrows. [Old English] [ —_———" 
D arrowy ad). fault i ) umpermeabl 


arrow-grass 7. a marsh plant of the genus 7nglochin. 
arrowhead 7. 1 the pointed end of an arrow. 
2 a decorative device resembling an arrowhead, 


rock layers 


aquifer 


hored artesian well 


artful 


ARTHROPOD 


Arthropods are the largest invertebrate group, with 
more than one million known species existing on land 
| and in water, All have jointed bodies protected by a 
tough, waterproof exoskeleton, which is shed several 
times as they grow into their adult state. The main 


groups of arthropods are shown here. 


idj. Lof a person or action, crafty, deceitful, 
2 skilful, clever. o artfully adi. artfulness n. 
arthritis 7. a clisease, esp. rheumatoid arthrius o1 
osteoarthritis, involving pain and stiffness of the 
joints. [basecl on Greek arthron joint] 0 arthritic 
adj. & n 

arthropod ». <00/. A any invertebrate animal of the 
phylum Arthropoda. with a segmented body, jomnt- 
ect lambs, ancl an external skeleton, e.g. an insect. 
spider, or crustacean. [from Greek arthron jot’ + 
puts pods ‘Loot | 

Arthurian ad). relating to or associated with King 
Arthur, the legendary British ruler, or his court. 

artichoke 1. 1 a European plant, Cynara seolvnus, 
alliecl to the thistle. 2 in full globe artichoke the 
flower head of the artichoke. the bracts of which 
have edible bases tsec 
DP chop vKhichost. [from Arabie a-karvafal 


alse PERUSAL VREICHOKI 
article e 7. 1 often in pl an item or commodity 
usu. not further distinguished .@ collection of odd ait- 
tles . 2 a non-fictional essay, esp. one included with 
others in a newspaper. magazine. journal etc. 3aa 
particular part (an article of faith). b a separate clause 
or portion of any document articles af apprenticeshipn. 
4 Gram, the definite or indefinite article. @ ef. bind 
by articles of apprenuceship. [from Latin articulus 
oe peoury 
articled clerk ». 4 trainee solicitor. 
articular /i/) 
Latin atiadus htt jome] 
articulate @ adj. 1 oabh to speak flucntly and 
coherentl, 2 «of sound or speech; having clearly 
distinguishable parts. 3 having joints. @ 2. 1 om 
a pronounce words. syllables, ete.) clearly and clis- 
uncut. b express jan idea ct) coherenth, 2 a, 


af or relauing to the jomts. [basecl on 


speak distinct quite unable to aliculate. 3h 
usu. In pasvre, connect by joints. 4 @ mark with 
apparent joints, 3 ma. toften foll. by zee) form a 


joint. [from Latin articulates, related to viuci] 
; 


Qarticulacy v. articulately articulateness 


n. articulator 


articulated lorry ». Br/. a lorry consisting of two 
Or Tore sed lions connected by cl flexible \k int 
articulation 7. bathe act ol speaking b articulate 
utterance: speech. 2 the 
Jbasecl on Latin « to divide into parts’| 
artifact ( Svarof yer ows 


act or a mode of jomung 


artifice 7. 1 oa clever device: a contrivance. 
2acunning, b an instance of this. 3 skill. dexterit, 
based on face “to mat | 


2 acraftsman, 3 a skilled 


Llorees 


[from Latin atifec un 
artificer 7. 1 auiiventonr 


mechanic in the army 


artificial , 
rather than orwinating naturally 


P produced by human art or cflort 


CRUSTACEA (barnacles, 
crabs, lobsters. shrimps, 
water fleas, woodlicc} 

CE CRAB. ORUSEACGLAN 


(horseshoe crabs, 
mites, scorpions, sea 
spiders, spiders) 

DP ARACHNID, CRAB, SPIDER 


UNIRAMIA 
(centipedes, insects, millipedes) 
D INSECI 


CHELICERATA 


oo 


2 imitation, fake artificial flowers). 3 affected. insin- 
cere (an artificial smile). [related to yriierc.| O arti- 
ficiality 7. artificially adv. 

artificial insemination 7. the injection of semen 
into the vagina er uterus other than by sexual 
intercourse, 

artificial intelligence 7. the theory and develop- 
ment of computer systems able to perform tasks 
normally requirmg human intelligence, such as 
decision-making and speech recognition. 
artificial kidney 7. :also kidney machine) an 
apparatus that performs the functions of the 
human kidney foutside the body), when one or 
both organs are damaged. > piaysis 

artificial respiration 7. the restoration or initi- 
ation of breathing by manual, mechanical, or 
mouth-to-mouth methods. 

artificial silk 7. rayon. 

artillery ». \/. -ies) 1 large-calibre guns used 
in warfare on land. 2 a branch of the armed 
forces that uses these. [from Old French artillene] 
o artillerist 1 

artilleryman 7. (//. -men) a member of the 
artillery, 


ART NOUVEAU 

Popular throughout Europe and 
ifluential in the USA, the style of 
art nouveau was characterized by 
the use of extended, flowing lines 
based on organic forms such as 
plants, waves, and the human body. 
Taking its name from a Parisian shop 
of the time, art nouveau was most 
prevalent in the fields of decorative art and 
architecture. One of its leading exponents 
was the French architect Hector Guimard. 
He is best known for his claborate 
entrances to the metro stations in Paris. 
which are characterized by shell-shaped 
canopies made of glass and wrought iron. 


LNIRANCE TO LHE PARTS MLERO (¢.1900). 
HiciorR GLIMARD 


TINIELIN 


as 


artiodactyl 00/. e@ adj. » of or re- 
lating to the order Artiodactyla of 
ungulate mammals with two main 
toes on each foot, including camels, 
pigs, and ruminants. @ 7. an aninral 
of this order. > uncuLate. [modern 
Latin Artiodactyla, from Greek artis 
‘even’ + daktulos ‘finger, toe’] 

artisan 7. a skilled (esp. manual) 
worker; a craftsman. [based on 
Latin arlitus “instructed in the 
arts’ | 

artist 7. 1 a painter. 2 a person 
who practises any of the arts. 
3 an artiste. 4 collog. a practiser 
of a specified (usu. reprehen- 
sible) activity (con artist). [based 
on Latin as artis ‘art’] 0 art- 
istry 7. 

artiste /ar-teest/ 7. a professional performer, esp. 
a singer or dancer. [French] 

artistic adj. | haying natural skill in art. 2 made or 
done with art. 3 of art or artists. O artistically adv. 

artless aq. 1 guileless, ingenuous, 2 not resulting 
from or displaying art. O artlessly adi. 

art nouveau 7. ¥ a European art style of the late 
i9th c. characterized by flowing lines and natural 
organic forms. (French, literally “new art’| 

arts and crafts 7.f/. decorative design and handi- 
craft. 


ARTIODACTYL: 
TWO-TOED 
CAMEL HOOF 


artwork ». the illustrations in a printed work. 

arty adj. \also esp. .\. Amer artsy) \-ier. -iest) collog. 
pretentiously artistic. 0 artiness 1, 

arum 7. a plant of the genus rum, e.g. cuckoo-pint. 
[from Greek aron| 

arum lily 1. esp. Bri. a tall luy-like plant of the 
genus <antedeschia. 

arvo 1. (pl. -os) Austral. slang afternoon. [abbrevi- 
ation] 5 

Aryan e 7. 1 a member of the peoples speaking 
Indo-European (esp. Indo-Iranian) languages. 
2 = Woo-Evroriww 2. 2. 3 (in Nazi ideology) a 
Caucasian not of Jewish descent. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to Aryan or the Aryans. [from Sanskrit aryas 
‘noble’] 

As symb. Chem. the element*arsenic. 

as! e adv. & conj. (adv. as antecedent in main 
sentence; con. in relative clause expressed or 
implied) ... to the extent to which ... is or does ete. 
(Lam as tall as he: am as tall as he ts; am not so tall as he: 


1500 1600 


it = 


1850 


ae na 
1900 2000 


aspect 


(collog.) am as tall as him; as many as six; as recently as last 
week). @ con. (with relative clause expressed or 
implied) 1 (with antecedent so) expressing result or 
purpose (came early so as to meet us). 2 (with 
antecedent adverb omitted) having concessive 
force (good as it is = although it is good). 3 (without 
antecedent adverb) a in the manner in which (do as 
you like). b in the capacity or form of (J speak as your 
JSriend; as a matter of fact). c during or at the time that 
(came up as I was speaking; fell just as I reached the door). 
d for the reason that; seeing that (as_you are here, we 
can talk). @ rel.pron. (with verb of relative clause 
expressed or implied) 1 that, who, which (J had the 
same trouble as you, he is a writer, as is his wife, such coun- 
tries as France). 2 (with sentence as antecedent) a fact 
that (he lost, as you know). 0 as and when to the 
extent and at the time that (J’l/ do it as and when I 
want to). as for with regard to (as for you, I think you 
are wrong). as from esp. Brit. on and after (a speci- 
fied date). as if (or though) as would be the case if 
(acts as if he were in charge; looks as though we've won). as 
it is (or as is) in the existing circumstances or state. 
as it were in a way; to a certain extent (he is, as tt 
were, infatuated ). as long as see tonc', as much see 
MuGH. as of 1 = as from. 2 as at (a specified time). as 
per see rer 3. as regards see REUARD. as soon as 
see soon. as such see sucu. as though see as if, as 
to with respect to; concerning (said nothing as to 
money). aS was Bri. m the previously existing 
circumstances or state. as well see writ’. as yet 
until now or a particular time in the past (usu. with 
neg: have received no news as yet). [reduced form of 
Old English alswd ‘also’} 


m Usage In comparisons expressed by as ... as, the 
pronoun standing for the subject of the second half 
of the phrase should, strictly, be in the nominative 
case, i.e. J am not as wealthy as he/she/they. However, 
in all but very formal contexts, the 
accusative or object case is 
now acceptable, 1.e. J am not 
as wealthy as her/him/them. 
These comments also apply 
to so... as arid the same ... as 
e.g, Mere not so eager as 
them/(formal) they: I liwe in the 
same street as her/(formal) she.. 


pinnate 


leaf 


as* /ass/ n. (pl. asses) a 
Roman copper coin. [Latin] 
a.s.a.p. abbr. as soon as possible. 
asbestos 7. 1 a fibrous silicate 
mineral that is imcombusuble. 
2 this used as a heat-resistant or 
insulating material. [from Greek 
asbestos “unquenchable’| 0 asbest- 
me ad). 

asbestosis n. a lung disease resulting from the 
inhalation of asbestos particles. 

ascend 7. 1 ini, moye upwards; rise. 2 intr. slope 
upwards, 3 ¢r climb; go up. 4 mx rise in rank or 
status. 5 imix (of sound) rise in pitch. 0 ascend the 
throne become king or queen. [from Latin 
ascendere| 

ascendancy 2. (also ascendency) (often [oll. by 
over) a superior or dominant condition or position. 

ascendant e adj. 1 rising. 2 -Astron. rising towards 
the zenith. 3 Astro. just above the eastern horizon. 
4 predominant. e n. Astrol. the point of the Sun’s 
apparent path that is ascendant at a given time 
(dries in the ascendant). GQ in the ascendant 
1 supreme or dominating, 2 rising; gaining power 
or authority. 

ascension ”. 1 the act or an instance of ascending. 
2 Ascension: the ascent of Christ into heaven on 
the fortieth day after the Resurrection. [from Latin 
ascensio| 0 ascensional adj. 

Ascension Day n. the Thursday forty days after 
Easter on which Christ’s ascension is celebrated. 

ascent 7. 1 the act or an instance of ascending. 
2 a an upward movement or rise. b advancement 
or progress (/he ascent of man). 3 a way by which one 
may ascend; an upward slope. 


ASH: EUROPEAN ASH 
(Fraxinus excelsior) 


ascertain v1 find out as a definite fact. 2 get to 
know. [from Old French acertener] 0 ascertainable 
adj. ascertainment n. 

ascesis n. the practice of self-discipline. [from 
Greek askésis ‘training’ ] 

ascetic @ 7. a person who practises severe self 
discipline and abstains from pleasure, esp. for 
religious or spiritual reasons. @ adj. relating to or 
characteristic of ascetics or asceticism. [from 
Greek askétikos| 0 ascetically adv. asceticism n. 

ASCII /ass-ki/ abbr. Computing American Standard 
Code for Information Interchange. 

ascites /a-sy-teez/ n. (pl. same) Med. the accumu- 
lation of fluid in the abdominal cavity, causing 
swelling. [based on Greek askos ‘wineskin |] 

ascorbic acid 7. a vitamin found in citrus fruits 
and green vegetables, a deficiency of which results 
in scurvy. [based on medieval Latin  scorbutus 
‘scurvy | 

ascribe wr. (usu. foll. by #0) 1 attribute or impute 
(ascribes his well-being to a sound constitution). 2 regard 
as belonging. [based on Latin (ad) scrbere ‘to write 
(in addition to)’] 0 ascribable adj. ascription n. 

asdic n. esp. Bri. an early form of echo-sounder. 
[from Allied Submarine Detection /vestigation 
Committee | 

asepsis 7. the absence of harmful bacteria, viruses, 
or other micro-organisms. 

aseptic adj. free from contamination caused by 
harmful bacteria, viruses, or other micro-organisms. 

asexual ad. 1 Biv/. without sex or sexual organs. 2 
Biol. (of reproduction) not involving the fusion of 
gametes. O asexuality 7. asexually adv. 

ash! x. 1 (often in p/.) the powdery residue left after 
the burning of any substance. 2 (in pi.) the remains 


of the human body after cremation or 
disintegration. 3 (the Ashes, Cricket a 
trophy competed for regularly 
by Australia and England. 
[Old English] 
<—a n. 1 (also ash 
tree) < any forest tree 
. the genus Fraxinus, with 
silver-grey bark, compound 
leaves, and hard, tough, 
pale wood. 2 its wood. 
> woop, [Old wee 
ashamed adj. (usu. predic.) 
\\ seed pods 1 (often foll. by of (= with regard 
to}, for (= on account of ), or to + 
infin.) embarrassed by shame (ashamed 
of his aunt, ashamed of having lied: 
ashamed for you; ashamed to be seen with 
hum). 2 \foll. by fo + infin., hesitant, reluctant 1am 
ashamed to adnut thal I was wrong). [Old English] 
0 ashamedly ado, 
ash blonde (('S also ash blond) @ 7. 1 a 
very pale blonde colour. 2 a person 
with hair of this colour. e adj. 
hyphenated when aéind.) very pale 
blonde. 
ashcan ». (/S a dustbin. 
ashen adj. 1 of or resembling ashes. 
2 ash-coloured; grey or pale. 
Ashkenazi 71. (//. Ashkenazim) a Jew of 
East European ancestry (cf. Surtivrpi). 
{modern Hebrew, from dshAenaz (Gen. 
10:3,] o Ashkenazic ad). 
ashlar 7. masonry made of large square-cut 
stones. [based on Latin asia ‘little board’ | 


ashore adi. towards or on the shore or land 
sailed ashore: stayed ashore). 

ashram 7. (in the Indian subcontinent) a 
place of religious retreat; a hermitage. 
[from Sanskrit dshrama “hermitage ‘| 

ashtray 7. a small receptacle for cigarette 
ash, stubs, ete. 

Ash Wednesday 1. the first day of Lent. 
[from the custom of marking the foreheads 
of penitents with ashes on that day} 


ASPARAGUS 


(Asparagus 
official 


ashy adj. 1 = asuen. 2 covered with ashes. 

Asian e 7. 1 a native of Asia. 2 a person of Asian 
descent. @ adj. of or relating to Asia or its people, 
customs, or languages. 


mw Usage In Britain Asan is the usual term for 
people who come from (or whose parents came 
from) the Indian subcontinent, while in North 
America it commonly also includes people from 
the Far East. 


Asiatic e 7. offens. an Asian. @ adj. (offens. if used of 
people) Asian. 


wu Usage Asiatic is now acceptable only as an adjec- 
tive, and is found chiefly in geographical, zoologi- 
cal, and medical contexts, e.g. Aszatic coastal regions; 
Asiatic golden plover; Asiatic cholera. 


A-side n. the side of a gramophone record regarded 
as the main one. 

aside e adv. 1 to or on one side; away. 2 out of 
consideration (placed after noun: joking aside). 
e 7. 1 words spoken in a play for the audience to 
hear, but supposed not to be heard by the other 
characters. 2 an incidental remark. o aside from 
apart from. set aside 1 put to one side. 2 keep for 
a special purpose or future use. 3 reject or disre- 
gard. 4 annul. 5 remove (land) from agricultural 
production for fallow, forestry, or other use. take 
aside engage (a person) esp. for a private conver- 
sation. [originally on szde| 

asinine adj. stupid. [based on Latin asinus ‘ass’] 
0 asininity 7. 

ask ». 1 ¢ call for an answer from, about, or to (ask 
her about it; ask a question of him). 2 & seek to obtain 
from another person (ask a favour of; ask lo be allowed). 
3 ér. (usu. foll. by out or over, or fo (a function etc.}) 
invite. 4 idx: (foll. by for) seek to obtain, meet, or be 
directed to (ask for a donation). 0 ask after enquire 
about (esp. a person). ask for it collog. invite trou- 
ble. for the asking for nothing. if you ask me 
collog. in my opinion. [Old English] o asker n. 

askance adi. (also askant) sideways or squinung. 

look askance at regard with suspicion or disap- 
proval. [15th-century coinage] 

askew e ad. obliquely: awry. @ predic.adj. oblique; 
awry. 

asking price 7. the price of an object set by the 
seller. 


aslant e ad. obliquely or at a slant. e prep. obliquely 
across (lay aslant the path). 

asleep predic.adj. G adv. 1 in or into a state of sleep 
(he fell asleep). 2 (of a limb etc.) numb. 3. euphem. 
dead. 

asocial adj. 1 not social; antisocial. 2 considerate 
of or hostile to others. 

asp 7. 1 a small viper, J ipera aspis, native to southern 

Europe. 2 the Egyptian cobra, Naga haje, found 

throughout Africa. [from Greek] 

asparagus 7. 1 any plant of the genus 
Asparagus. 2 <4 one species of this, 
A. officals, with eclible young shoots and 
leaves. [from Greck asparagos| 

asparagus fern 7. a decorative plant, 
Asparagus setaceus. 

aspartame 7. a very sweet low-calorie 
substance used as a sweetener. 

aspartic acid 7. Biochem. an acidic amino 
acid present in many protems, important 
in animal metabolism, and also acting as a 
neurotransmitter. {from French asparteque] 
aspect n. 1 a a particular component 
or feature of a matter (only one aspect of thi 
problem). b a particular way in which a 
matter may be considered. 2 a a facial 
expression; a look (a cheerful aspect). b the 
appearance of a person or thing (has a@ 
Jnightening aspect). 3 the side of a building 
or location facing a particular direction 
southern aspect). [from Latin aspects, 
based on specere “to look’ 


aspect ratio 


aspect ratio 7. 1 Aeron. the ratio of the span to the 
mean chord of an aerofoil. 2 Telex. the 
picture width to height. 

aspen 7. a poplar tree, Populus tremula, with espe- 
cially tremulous leaves. { Midedle English| 


asperity 7. (//. -ies: 1 harshness or sharpness of 
P 


temper or tone, 2 roughness. [froni Latin asperiias] 
aspersion 7, 0 cast aspersions on attack the 
reputation or integrity of, 
asphalt e ». 1 a dark bituminous pitch occurring 


naturally or made from petroleum, 2 a mixture of 


this with sand, gravel. etc.. for surfacing roads ete. 
@ wir surface with asphalt. [from Greek asphalton| 
Oo asphaltic «adj. 
asphodel 7. 1 W any of various plants of the genus 
Asphodelus - related genera of the lily family. 
2 poel. an immortal flower growing in 
Elysium. [from Greek asphadeloy| 
asphyxia v1. a lack of oxygen in the 
blood, causing unconsciousness or 
death: suffocation. [from Greck 
aphuria| O asphyxiant adj. ©) 
asphyxiate ¢./ cause (a person) lo 
have asphyxia: suffocate, 5 asphyxi- 
ation ”. 


aspic /. a savoury meat jelly used as 
a garnish or to contain game. ¢g@es. 
etc. [French, literally ‘asp’, from com- 
parison with the colours of the jelly | 
aspidistra 1. a plant of the genus 
elypidistra, with broad tapering 
leaves, native to the Par Rast. [basect 
on aspe -idoy *shicld’, from the shape 
of the leaves] 
aspirant e@ ad). aspiring, @ 7. a person 
who aspires. [trom Latin aspirant: “seeking 
to reach | 
aspirate e adj. Phonel, L pronounced 


ASPHODEL With an exhalation of breath, 2 blen- 
wdsphodeluy ded with the sound of /. e 7. Phonet. 
aestivus a consonant pronounced in- this 


way. 2 the sound of 4. @ i. 1 Phonel. 
a / pronounce with a breath. b ai, make the 
sound of #2. 0. draw uid by suction from a vesse 
or cavity. [from Latin apiatys “breathed at’ 
aspiration ”. 1 an ambition, 2 the act or process of 
drawing breath. 3 the action of aspirating. 0 aspir- 
ational avi. 
aspirator 7. an apparatus for aspirating fluid. 
aspire i), L have ambition. 2 poet. rise high. [from 
Latin apirae to breathe upon, seek to reach’| 
aspirin 7. .//. sane or aspirins) 1 a white 
compound, acetylsalicylic acid, used to relieve pain 
and fever and in the prevention of thrombosis, 
2 atablet of this 
ass'7. 1 acither of wo kinds of 
eared mammal of the horse genus Equas, E. africana 
{ A\trica and /. hemmnnes of Asian b in general use 
a donkey. 2 a stupid person, [from Latin asa 


four-legged long- 


ass*\ diner var. of vKsi 

assagai var. ol win 

assail ./¢ 1 make a@ concerted attack on, 2 make 
a resolute start on a task, 3 make uw constant 
verbal attack on (icas avsaled with angry questions). 
[from Latin ayia, to Jeap’| 
0 assailable «/). 


based on salire 


assailant 7. a person who attacks another. 
assassin , a killer, [from Arabic hast? chashish- 
eater | 
assassinate «/). 1 kill from 
motives. 2 destroy or injure esp. a persan’s reputa- 
lion), G assassination ”. assassinator 7/. 
assault ey, La violent attack. 2 a Law an act that 
threatens physical harm to a oerson. b eaphen. an 
actol rape. 3a vigorous start made to a lengthy o1 
dificult task. 4 a final rush om a fortified place. 
5 altrth) relating to or tsed an an assault avait 
Hoop. @ vt. Eimake an assau ton. 2 euphon. rape. 
[based on Latin valve wilt “to leap | G assaulter ) 
assaultive «i 


yohine al or rehieious 


ratio of 


assault course 7. Brit. an obstacle course used in 
training soldiers ete. 

assay @ ”. 1 the testing of a metal or ore to deter- 
imine its ingredients and quality. 2 Chem. etc. the 
determination of the content or concentration of a 
substance. @ z, 1 / make an assay of (a metal or 
ore). 2 tr Chem. etc. determine the concentration of 
(a substance). 3 x show (content} on being assayed. 
4 ini make an assay. [from Old French asaer] 
O assayer /). 

assay office 7. 1 Bri. an establishment which 
awards hallinarks. 2 esp. Av Amer an office for the 
assaying of ores. 

assegai 7, (also assagai) ® a slender iron- 
tipped spear of hardwood, used by southern 
African peoples. [based on Arabic al zagayah 
‘the spear 

assemblage n. 1 the act or an instance of 
bringing or coming together. 2 a collection of 
things or gathering of people. 

assemble ¢. 1 /, & int; gather together; collect. 
2 Wr arrange in order. 3M esp. Mech. fit together 
the parts of. [based on Latin simul ‘together’ | 

assembler 1. 1 a person who assembles a 
machine or its parts. 2 Computing a a program 
for converting instructions written in low-level 
symbolic code into machine code. b the low- 
level symbolic code itself} an assembly 
language. 

assembly ». ( )/. -ies) 1 the act or an instance of 
assembling or gathering together. 2 a a group 
of persons gathered together, b a gathering of 
the entire membership or a section of a school. 
3 the assembling of a machine or structure or 
its pirts. 

assembly language ». Computing the low-level 
symbolic code converted by an assembler. 

assembly line #. inachinery arranged in stages 
by which the components of a product are pro- 
gressively assembled. 

assembly rooms »1,/)/, esp. Bri. public rooms 
in which mectings or social functions are held. 

assent @ eini 1 express agreement {assented 
to my ven. 2 consent (assented to my request). 
e 7. 1 mental or inward acceptance or agree- 
ment (@ nod of assent), 2 consent or sancuon. 
[from Latin assentani| 

assert «./r 1 declare: state clearly (assert one’s 
beliefs; assert that it is sv). 2 refl. msist on one’s 
rights or opinions; demand recognition. 3 vindicate 
a claim: to assert one’s righb). [based on Latin assertus 
‘claimed, declared’ | 

assertion /, 1 a declarauion; a forthright statement. 
2 the act or an instance of asserting, 3 :also self- 
assertion) insistence on the recognition of one’s 
rights or claims. 

assertive adj. 1 tencling to assert oneself; forthright. 
positive. 2 dogmatic. 0 assertively ad, assert- 
iveness 1. 

assess i/) 1 a estimate the size or quality of. 
b estimate the value of (a property) for taxation ete, 
2 a fix the amount of (a tax etc.) and impose it 
on a person or community. b fine or tax (a person, 
community, ete.) in or at a specific amount (assessed 
them at £100), {from Latin asvdere “io sit by” (in 
judgement] G assessable ad). assessment 1. 

assessor 77. 1 a person who assesses taxes or esti- 
mates the value of property for taxauon or Bri. 
Insurance purposes. 2 a person called upen to 
advise a judge, committee of inquiry, ete., on tech- 
nical questions. 


asset 7. laa usctul or valuable quality, b a person 
or thing, possessing such a quality or qualities (/) a7 
awl to the firm. 2 usu. in pl.) property and posses- 
slons, esp. regarded as having value in meeting 
debts. commitments, ete. [based on Old French 
ase> enough | 

asset-stripping ¥. the practice of taking over a 
company and selling off its assets to make a profit. 
0 asset-stripper /. 


assortment 


asseverate v./; declare solemnly or emphatically. 
[from Latin asseverare, based on severus ‘severe’ 
0 asseveration 7”. 
asshole .\. Amer. var. of ARStHOLE. 
assiduity n. constant or close atterftion to what one 
is doing. [from Latin asszduitas| 
assiduous adj. persevering, hard-working. [based 
on Latin assidére ‘to sit by’, hence ‘to apply oneself 
closely to’) O assiduously adv. assiduousness 1. 
assign e i:/7, 1 a allot as a share or responsibility. 
b appoint to a position, task, etc. 2 fix (a ume, 
place, etc.) for a specific purpose. 3 (foll. by #0) 
ascribe or refer to (a reason, date, etc.) (assigned 
the manuscript to 1832). 4 (foll. by to) transfer 
formally to. @ 7. a person to whom property or 
rights are Icgally transferred. [from Latin 
assignare “to mark out to’] Oo assignable ad). 
assignation 7. 1 a an appointment to meet. 
b a secret appointment, esp. between illicit 
lovers. 2 the act or an instance of assigning or 
being assigned. 
assignee 7. 1 a person appointed to act for 
another. 2 an assign, 
assignment 7. 1 something assigned, esp. a task 
allotted to a person. 2 the act or an instance of 
assigning or being assigned, 3 a a legal transfer. 
b the document effecting this. 
assimilate «w/r 1 a absorl (food ete.) into the 
body. b absorb (information etc.) into the mind. 
ce absorb (people) into a larger group. 2 make 
like; cause to resemble. [based on Latin aystmila- 
lus ‘likened”] O assimilable ad). assimilation 
n. assimilative adj. assimilator n. assimila- 
tory «dj. 
assist 7. I /r help ,a person, process, etc.) (assisled 
them in running the playgroup). 2 intr, attend or be 
present (assisted i in the ceremony). {from Latin assis- 
tere “to take one’s stand by | 0 assistance n. 
assistant 7. f a helper.2 (often alinib.) a person 
who assists. 3. Bri. = sHgp assis iNT. 
assize n. (usu. in fl.) hist: a court sitting at inter- 
vals in each county of England and Wales to 
administer the civil and criminal law. |from Old 
French as(sJise ‘sitting, a8sessment | 
ass-licking .\. diner var. of sRoL-1ic KING. 
associate e¢. 1). commect in the mind (associate 
holly with Christmas). 2 f&% join or combine. 


ASSEGAI 37e¢/l. make oneself a parmer; declare oneself in 


agreement (associate myself in your endeavour). 
4 int, combine for a common purpose. 5 itr meet 
frequently or have dealings. @ n, 1 a business part- 
ner or colleague. 2 a friend or companion. 3 a 
subordinate member of a hody, institute, etc. @ ad). 
1 joined in companionship. function, or dignity. 
2 allied. 3 of less than full status (associate member. 
[from Latin associalus} 0 associateship 2. 
association 7. 1 a group of people organized 
for a jomt purpose. 2 the act or an instance of asso- 
ciating. 3 fellowship: human contact or cooper- 
ation. 4 a mental connection between ideas. 
O associational «i. 

Association Football ». Brit. football played by 
teams of 1] players with a round ball which may 
not be handled during play except by the goal- 
keepers. & roors au 

associative ad). of or involving association, 

assonance 7. the resemblance of sound between 
two syllables in nearby words, arising from the 
rhyming of two or more accented vowels, but not 
consonants, or the use of identical consonants with 


different vowels. [based on Latin assonare ‘to 
respond to’ 
assort x, I f classify or arrange in 


groups. 
2 intr, suit; harmonize with ,usu. in phrs. assort ill 
or well with). [from Old French assorter 

assorted adj. 1 of various sorts put together; 
miscellancous. 2 sorted into groups. 3 matched 
ll-assoited: poorly assorted }. 

assortment 2. a set of various sorts of things or 
people put together. 


assuage 


athletics 


ASTEROID 


Asteroids are small bodies, composed of rock and 


iron, that were unable to form distinct planets when 
the solar system was born. They orbit the Sun, most 


ASTEROID BELT 
ORBITING THE SUN 


of them travelling in a belt between Mars and Jupiter. 
Jupiter’s gravitational pull can send asteroids into 


| erratic orbits, causing them to collide with planets 


_ and other asteroids. 


| 
! 


Eurth 


Jupiter - 


asteroid belt 


ra 
a 


~ Jenus 


a 


lars 


assuage /4-swayj/ vir, b soothe (a person, pain, 
etc.). 2 appease or relieve (an appetite or desire). 
[based on Latin swavis ‘sweet’] 0 assuagement 7. 
assume v./7 1 accept as being true, without proof, 
for the purpose of argument or action. 2 pretend 
{ignorance etc.). 3 undertake (an office or duty). 
4 take or put on oneself or itself (an aspect, 
attribute, etc.) (the problem assumed immense proportions). 
3 arrogate, usurp, or seize (credit, power, etc.) 
(assumed to himself the nght of veto). [from Latin (ad) 
sumere ‘to take (to oneself})’] 

assumption 7. | the act or an instance of assum- 
ing. 2 a the act or an instance of accepting without 
proof. b a thing assumed in this way. 3 arrogance. 
4 Assumption) the reception of the Virgin Mary 
bodily into heaven, according 1o Roman Catholic 
doctrine. {related to vssunt] 

assurance 77. 1 a positive declaration that a thing is 
true, 2 a solemn promise or guarantec. 3 esp. Bri. 
insurance. 4 certainty, 5 a self-confidence. b nnpu- 
dence. 

assure uf, 1 a make (a person) sure; convince 
(assured him of my sincerity). b tell (a person) confi- 
dently (assured him the bus went to Westminster. 
2 a make certain of; ensure the happening etc. of 
(enll assure her success). b make safe (against over- 
throw etc.). 3 esp. Brit. insure. 4 (as assured ad.) 
a guaranteed. b self-confident. [based on Latin 
securus ‘safe, secure’| O assurer 7. 

assuredly adv. certaiily. 

astatine /ass-ta-teen/ n. Chem. a radicactive 
element, the heaviest of the halogens, which occurs 
naturally. 

aster 7. a plant of the genus Abfer (daisy family), 
with bright rayed flowers. [from Greek asté “star’| 

asterisk e 7. a symbol (*) used in printing and writ- 
ing to mark words etc. for reference, to stand for 
omitted matter, etc. @ vf mark with an asterisk. 
[from Greek asteriskos ‘little star’] 

astern adv. Naut. & Aeron. 1 aft; away to the rear. 
2 backwards. 

asteroid 7. 1 Aa small rocky body orbiting the Sun. 
2 Zool. a starfish. > reHiNoperM, srirrisH. [based on 
Greek asié ‘star’| 0 asteroidal ad). 

asthma /. a respiratory disease, often with parox- 
ysms of difficult breathing. [based on Greek azein 
‘to breathe hard’| 

asthmatic e adj. relating to or suflering from 
asthma. @ 7. a person suffermg from asthma. 
oc asthmatically adi. 

astigmatism 7. a defect in the eye or in a lens 
resulting in distorted images, as light rays are 


prevented from mecting at a common focus. 
[based on Greek a ‘without? + stigna ‘point’ 
Oo astigmatic ad. 

astilbe 7. a plant of the genus Asti/be (saxifrage 
family), with plumelike heads of tiny white or red 
flowers. [from Greek a- ‘not’ + sizibé (fem.) ‘glitter- 
ing’, from the inconspicuous (individual) flowers] 

astar predic.ad). © adv. 1 in motion. 2 awake and out 
of bed (already astir). 3 excited. 

astonish 1/7 amaze; surprise greatly. [based on 
Latin fonare ‘to thunder] O astonishing adj. 
astonishingly adv. astonishment 1. 

astound @./7, shock with alarm or surprise; amaze. 
[related to astonisH| O astounding adj. astound- 
ingly adv. 

astrakhan »n. the dark curly fleece of young 
karakul lambs from central Asia. [named alter the 
city of Astrakhan in Russia] 

astral ad. 1 of or connected with the stars. 
2 consisting of stars; starry. [based on Late Latin 
astrum “star” 

astray adv. & predic.ad. 1 in or into error or sin 
(esp. in phr. lead astray). 2 out of the right way. 
O go astray be lost or mislaid. [probably from 
Old French es/raié *strayed’| 

astride e adv. 1 with a leg on each side. 2 with legs 
apart. @ prep. with a leg on each side of. 

astringent @ ad. 1 causing the contraction of 
body tissues. 2 checking bleeding. 3. severe, 
austere. @ #2. an astringent substance or drug. 
[from Latin astringent- “binding together’ 

0 astringency 7. astringently adv. 
astro- comb. form 1 relating to the stars or 
celestial objects. 2 relating to outer 
space. [from Greek astron 


‘star’ | degree 
astrolabe 1. » an insiru- scale 
ment formerly used to 


make astronomical measure- 
ments, esp. of the altitudes of 
celestial bodies, and as an aid 
in navigation. [from Greek 
astrolabon “stay-taking (instru- 
ment) | 
astrology 1. the study of the 
movements and relative pos- 
itions of celestial bodies inter- 
preted as having an influence 
on human affairs. [from Latin 
astrologia| & zovi\c. 0 astrol- 
oger 7, astrological ad). 
astrologist 7. 


calendar » 
scale 


ASTROLABE: |181H-CENTURY 
PLRAIAN \SEROLABL. 


astronaut 7. a person who is trained to travel in a 
spacecraft, 0 astronautical ad). 

astronautics 7. the science of space travel. 

astronomical cd. (also astronomic) 1 of or relat- 
ing to astronomy. 2 extremely large; too large to 
contemplate. 0 astronomically adv. 

astronomy 7. the scientific study of celestial 
objects, of space, and of the physical universe as a 
whole. [from Greek astronomia ‘star-arranging 
(matters)’] O astronomer n. 

astrophysics n. a branch of astronomy concerned 
with the physics of celestial bodies, 0D astrophysical 
adj, astrophysicist n. 

AstroTurf 7. propr. an artificial grass surface, used 
for sports fields. [from astrodome, the material having 
been first used in US astrodome stadiums] 

astute adj. 1 shrewd; sagacious. 2 crafty. [from 
Latin astutus, based on astus ‘craft’] 0 astutely adv. 
astuteness /i. 

asunder adv. lilerary apart. [Old English] 

asylum 7. 1 sanctuary; protection (seek asylum). 
2 esp. hist. any of various kinds of institution offer- 
ing shelter to distressed individuals, esp. the 
mentally ill. [from Greek asulon ‘refuge’ 

asymmetry 1. (//. -ies) lack of symmetry. [from 
Greek asummetria| O asymmetric ad). asymmet- 
rical ad). asymmetrically adv. 

asymptomatic adj. producing or showing no 
symptoms. 

asynchronous adj. not synchronous. 0 asyn- 
chronously adz. 

At symb. Chem. the element astatine. 

at prep. 1 expressing position, exact or approximate 
(watt at the corner). 2 expressing a point in time (see vou 
at three). 3 expressing a point in a scale or range 
(at bowling point). 4 expressmg engagement or involve- 
ment in a state or activity (af work). 5 expressing a 
value or rate (sell al_ £10 each). 6 a with or with refer- 
ence to; in terms of (at a disadvantage). b in response 
to (starts at a touch). c by means of (drank it at a gulp). 
7 expressing: a motion towards (went al them). b aim 
towards or pursuit of (aim at the target). O at that 
moreover (found one, and a good one at that). [Old 
English] 

atavism 7). 1 a resemblance to remote ancestors 
rather than to parents in plants or animals. 2 rever- 
sion to an earlier type. [based on Latin atavus 
‘great-grandfather’s grandfather’)  atavistic ad). 

ataxia 7. Med. the loss of full control of bodily move- 
ments. [based on Greek /axiy ‘order’] 0 ataxic ad). 

ate pas! of wu. 

atelier 7. a workshop or studio. [French] 

atheism 7. the belief that God does not exist. 
[based on Greek atheos without God’| 0 atheist n. 
atheistic adj, atheistical ad). 
atherosclerosis 7. a form of arteriosclerosis 

characterized by the degeneration of the arteries 

because of the build-up of fatty deposits. [from 

German Afherosklerose] O atherosclerotic adj. 

athlete 7. 1 a skilled performer in physical 

exercises, esp. Brit. in track and field 
events. 2 a healthy person 
with natural athletic ability. 
[based on Greek athlon 
‘prize’ 

athlete’s foot 7. a fungal foot 

condition. 
athletic ad. 1 of or relating to 
athletes or athletics (an athletic 
competition). 2 muscular or phys- 
ically powerful. o athletically 
ad, athleticism n. 


sight 


hale 


athletics 7.p/. (usu. treated 

as sing) 1 esp. Brit. a track 

and field events (often 

rotating attrib: athletics meeting). b the 


alidade practice of these. > rrack. 
2 N. Amer. physical sports 


and games of any kind. 


at-home 


ATMOSPHERE 
The Earth's atmosphere is about 700 kin 
(+30 miles) deep and is divided into five 
main layers according to the way the 
temperature changes with height. Phe 
lowest layer, the troposphere, contains 
over 75 per cent of all the gas in the 
atmosphere, as well as vast quantities 
of water. Air movement within this 
layer produces the Earth’s weather, 
Above the troposphere are the strato- 
sphere, mesosphere, thermosphere, 
and exosphere. The ozone layer lies 
within the stratosphere, provicing 
protection from the Sun’s harmful 
ultraviolet rays. Radio signals trans- 
mit by bouncing off the ionosphere, 
a layer within the thermosphere that 
is made up of electrically charged 
(ionized) gas particles. 


almosphere 


Earth's 
crust 


SECTION OF THE 
EARTH SHOWING THE 
RLLATIVE THICKNESS 
OL ITS AF MOSPHLRE. 


ultranolel rays 


ozone layer 


DIVISIONS OF THE 
EARTH'S AVMOSPHERI. 


cumulus 
cloudy 


at-home 7. 4 social reception in a person’s home. 

athwart e ai: 1 side to side. 
2 perversely or in opposition. @ prep. 1 from side to 
side of. 2 in opposition to. 

Atlantic Ocean 7. the ocean between Europe and 
Africa to the east. and America to the 
west. & ochasy 

atlas 7. a book of maps 
or charts. [from Greek 
Atay. a Titan who held up 
the pillars of the uni- 

Hlustrated in 
early aulases| 

ATM automated 


teller machine 


across from 


verse, 
ahh, 


atmosphere 7. l a A 
the envelope of gases 
surrounding the Earth, any 
other planet, Or any substance i 
b the air in any particular place. 2a 
the pervading tone or mood of a place 


N 


or situauion, esp. with reference to the feelings or 
emotions evoked. b the feelnes or emotions evoked 
by a work or art, a piece of music. ete. 3 Paves a 
unit. ol 


pressure equal to mean atmospheric 


atonal 


t vospoliert 


——— satellite 


high-level 
~~ aurora 


meteor 


thermosphere 


low-level 


aurora 
ionosphere 


radio waves | 


mesosphere 


stratosphere 


troposphere 
ay pop 


\ . P 
\. radio station 


weather \ cirrus clouds 
balloon | 


pressure at sea level. [from Greek atmos *vapour’ + 
sphaira “ball| G atmospheric ad. atmospher- 
ically adi. 
atmospherics 1./)/. 1 electrical disturbance im the 
atmosphere. 2 interference with tele- 
communications caused by this. 
= atoll n. < a ring-shaped 
coral reef enclosing a 
lagoon. [from Sinhalese 


atolu| 
- “| atom rn. 1 a & the 
smallest particle of a 
~~ chemical element that 
wil can take part ina 
chemical reaction, & Nv- 
lagoon cits. b this particle as 
’ a source of nuclear en- 


ergy. [> NUCLEAR LISSION, 
2 (usu. 
with nee) the — least 
portion of a thing or 
quality wot an atoni of pity), [From Greek alomos “indi- 
visible cone) | 


ATOLL: SHOMION NECTAR ELSTON, 


THROUGH AN ATOLL 


atom bomb ». a bomb which derives its power [rom 
the release of energy by nuclear fission, 


atomic adj. 1 concerned with or using atomic 
energy or atom bombs, 2 of or relanng to an atom 
or atoms. D atomically ado. 

atomic bomb #7. = vox nonin. 

atomic clock x. ¥ a clock in which the timescale 
is regulated by the vibrations of an atomic or mo- 
lecular systemt such as caesmum. 


clock dial 


timer setting controls 


ATOMIC CLOCK 


atomic energy 7. nuclear energy, > NUCLEAR POWER 

atomicity 7. 1 the number of atoms in the mol- 
ecules of an element. 2 the state or fact of being 
composed of atoms. 

atomic mass 7. the mass of an atom measured in 
atomic mass units. 

atomic mass unit 7. a unit of mass used 
to express atomic and molecular weights that 1s 
equal to one-twelfth of the mass of an atom of 
carbon-1 2. 

atomic number 7. the number of protons in the 
nucleus of an atom, which is characteristic of a 
chemical element and determines its place in the 
periodic table. 

atomic physics 7. the branch of physics 
concerned with the structure of the atom and 
the characterisucs of the subatomic particles. 

atomic pile 7. a nuclear reactor. 

atomic power n. nuclear power. > NUCLEAR POWER 

atomic theory 7. 1 Physics the theory that atoms 
are composed of subatomi? particles. 2 the theory 
that all matter is made up of uny indivisible par- 
ticles called atoms. “e 

atomic weight 7. = RLL\TIVE \IOMIC MAss. 

atomize v./r (also -ise) reduce to atums or fine 
particles. 0 atomization 1. 

atomizer 7. (also -iser) an instrument for emitting 
liquids as a fine spray. 

atonal /ay-toh-nal/ adj. Mus. not written in any 
key or mode. 0 atonality 2. 


ATOM 


Inside an atom is a nucleus made up 

of protons and neutrons. The nucleus | 
is orbited by electrons, travelling so fast 

that they seem to form a solid shell. The 
atom of carbon-|2 shown is so named 
because its nucleus comprises six protons 
ancl six neutrons. Electrons surround its 
nucleus in two separate layers. 


_ outer shell 
of electrons 
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VIOM OF CARBON-12 


Bo 


atone 


atone v.inir. (usu. foll. by for) make amends; expiate 
a wrong). 

atonement 7. 1 expiation; reparation for a wrong 
or injury. 2 the reconciliation of God and man. 
a the Atonement the expiation by Christ of 
mankind’s sin. [based on at one, from obsolete verb 
one ‘to unite’] 

atop e adv. on the top. @ prep. on the top of. 

atrium 7. (/. atriums or 
atria) 1 a the central court 
of an ancient Roman house. 
b » a central court rising 
through several storeys with 
galleries and rooms opening 
off at each level. c (in a | 
modern house) a central hall UJ 
or glazed court with rooms 
opening off it. 2 Anat. a cavity 
in the body, esp. one of the 
two upper cavities of the 
heart, receiving blood from 
the veins. > Hearr. [Latin] 
a atrial ad). 

atrocious adj. 1 very bad or 
unpleasant (atrocious weather; 
their manners were atrocious). 
2 extremely savage or wicked 
‘atrocious cruelty). [from Latin 
atrox -ocis ‘cruel’] oO atro- 
ciously adu. 

atrocity 7. (fl. -ies) 1 an 
extremely wicked or cruel act. 
2 extreme wickedness. [based 
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attainment 7. 1 something attained or achieved. 
2 the act or an instance of attaining, 

attar n. (also otto) a fragrant essential oil. [from 
Arabic ‘ir ‘perfume’ ] 

attempt e vir, 1 seek to achieve or complete (a task 
or action) (altempled the exercise, attempted to explain). 
2 seck to climb or master (a mountain etc.). @ 7. 
1 an act of attempting; an endeavour (made an 


atlempt at winning; an attempt to 
succeed). 2 (foll. by on) an at- 
tack; an effort to overcome 
(an attempt on his life, altempt 
on the world record). [from 
Latin aftemptare| 

attend v 1 i a be present 
at (altended the meeting). b go 
regularly to (attends the local 
school). 2 int a be present 
(many members failed to attend). 
b be present in a serving 
capacity; wait. 3 a /r escort, 
accompany (the king was at 
tended by soldiers). b intr (foll. 
by on) wait on; serve. 4 intr. 
a turn or apply one’s mind: 
focus one’s attention (allend to 
what Lam saying). b tfoll, by to) 
deal with ishall attend to th 
matter myself |. 5 tr. follow as a 
result. from (he error was 
attended by serious consequences). 
{from Latin  adtendere ‘to 
stretch to’] a attendee n. 
attender 7. 


' 


auction room 


attitude n. 1 aa settled opinion or way of thinking. 
b behaviour reflecting this (J don’t like his attitude). 
2 aa bodily posture. b a pose adopted for dramatic 
effect (strike an attitude). 3 esp. N. Amer. slang a trucu- 
lence; arrogance. b style, swagger. [from Late Latin 
aptitudo| 0 attitudinal ad). attitudinize vii. 

attorney 7. (//. -eys) 1 a person appointed to act 
for another in business or legal matters. 2 US a 
qualified lawyer, esp. one represenung a client in 
a law court. [from Old French atorné ‘assigned’] 
0 attorneyship 1. 

Attorney-General 7. the chief legal officer in 
England, the US, and other countries. 

attract v./7 1 (also absol.) draw or bring to oneself 
or itself {attracts many admirers). 2 be attractive to; 
fascinate. 3 (of a magnet, etc.) exert a pull on (an 
object). [based on Latin aftractus ‘drawn to’| B at- 
tractable adj. attractant 1. @ ad). attractor n. 

attraction 7. 1 a the act or power of attracting (‘he 
altraction of foreign travel ). b a person or thing that 
attracts by arousing interest (the fair ts a big attraction). 
2 Physics the force by which bodies attract or 
approach cach other. 

attractive adj. 1 attracting or capable of attracting 
(an altractive proposition). 2 aesthetically pleasing. 
0D attractively adi. attractiveness 11. 


attribute e 7.(; /4-tri-bewt/ (foll. by fo) 1 ascribe 


to or regard as the effect of (a stated cause) (delays 


were attributed to the heavy traffic). 2 regard as hav- 
ing been created or originated by (attributed to 
Shakespeare). 3 regard as charac teristic of; regard as 
possessing or having (aflributed magical powers to 
their gods). @ n. /at-ri-bewt/ 1 aa quality ascribed to 


on Latin atrox -oc1s “cruel’} 

atrophy e z. (-ies, -ied) 1 wiz waste away through 
undernourishment, ageing, or lack of use. 2. bs cause 
to atrophy. @ 7. the process of atrophying. [from 
Late Latin atrophia| 

atropine 7. a poisonous alkaloid found in deadly 
nightshade, used in medicine. [based on modern 
Latin Atropa belladonna ‘deadly nightshade’] 

attach 7. 1 i fasten, affix, join. 2 é (in passive; foll. 
by fo) be very fond of or devoted to (am deeply 
attached to her). 3 tr. attribute, assign (some function, 
quality, or characteristic) (adlaches great miportance to 
it). 4 a fr include; cause to form part of a thing (no 
conditions are attached .. b intr. \foll. by to) be an aturib- 
ute or characteristic (great prestige attaches to the job) 
5 refl. take part in; join ‘(atlached themselves to the exped 
ition) 6 tr. appoint for spec ial or te miporary duties. 
7 Iv. Law seize (a person or property) by legal author- 
ity. [from Old French estachzer| 0 attachable adj. 
attaché /i-tash-ay/ n. a person appointed to an 
ambassador's staff. usu. with a special sphere of 
activity (military attaché: press attaché . [French] 
attaché case 7. a small flat rectangular case for 
carrying documents etc. 

attachment n. 1 a thing attached or to be attached, 
2 affection, devotion. 3 a means of attaching, 4 the 
act of attaching or the state of being attached. 
5 legal seizure. 6 Bri. a temporary position in, 0 
secondment to, an organization. 

attack e 7. 1 # act against with force, 2 tr seck to 
hurt or defeat. 3 é& criticize adversely. 4 / act 
harmfully upon (a virus attacking the nervous system: 
rust had attacked the metal). 5 tr vigorously apply 
oneself to (attacked his meal with gusto). 6 &: (in various 
games) try to score goals, points, etc. against (one’s 
opponents). 7 ini make an attack. 8 imix be in a 
mode of attack. e 7. 1 an act, or the process, of act- 
ing against a person or thing with force; an offen- 
sive operation or mode of behaviour. 2 a sudden 
occurrence of an illness. 3 gusto, vigour. 4 .V/us, the 
action or manner of beginning a piece, passage. 
etc. 5 a player or players seeking to score goals ctc 
[from Italian atlacco| O attacker 2. 

attain «1 /y arrive at; reach (a goal cte.). 2 & gain, 
accomplish | an aim, distinction, etc.). 3 inte (oll. by 
fo) arrive at by conscious development or effort. 
[from Latin aftingere, based on tangere “to touchy] 

attainability 7. attainable «dj. 


a person or thing. b a characteristic quality. 2 a 
material object recognized as appropriate to a 
person, office, or status (a large car is an attribute of 
seniority). [from Latin attribuere attribut- ‘to assign to’| 
co attributable ad), attribution 7. 

attributive adj. Gram. (of an adjective or noun) 
preceding the word it qualifics or modifies and 
expressing an attribute, as old in the old dog (but not 
in the dog ty old) and expiry in expiry date (opp. PREDICA- 
ut. 1). o attributively ade. 

attrition 7. 1 the act or process of gradually wear- 
ant cicumsances), 2 waiting on (lades attendant on the ing out, esp. by friction. 2 abrasion. [from Late 
queen). [Nliddle English} Latin aftritio, based on atterere to rub’] 0 attritional 

attention e #. 1 the act or faculty of applying one’s ad). 

mind vatiract his attention), 2 consideration: care — attune «7/7: b adjust (a person or thing) to a situation. 
ispecial altention). 3 \in pl.) a ceremonious politeness 2 bring (an orchestra, mstrument, etc.) Into 
he paid his attentions to her). b wooing, courung (she Musical accord. 


was the subject of hts attentions). 4 Mil. an crect atutude atypical adj. not typical: not conforming 
. . . wv ’ ~ “> 
of readiness (stand al attention . @ int. Lin full stand to a type. O atypically ad: 


at or to attention!) \/7/. an order to assume ¢ , : 
: tonren Eee aaa Au symb. Chem. the element gold. [Latin 
attitude of attention. 2 an imperative warning, to i 
; cP Seas aet abet aurum| 
gain attention (attention please’). {Middle English. IEE Seay ee ee ae eas 
related to itp] G attentional ad). aene eee (On Der ee pape e it 
i ‘ : é ; e 7. 1 a tropical plant, Solanum melon 
attentive ad). 1 paying attention. 2 assiduously : ; 
: : : gna, having erect or spreading 


polite. 3 heedful, [related to \iitsp] O atten- ee hes Likes a 
Geely uattentyencoey Dy anches bear ing egg-shaped fruit. 
2 < this fruit eaten as a vegetable. 
3 the dark purple colour of this fruit. 
e adj. dark purple. [French, literally 
‘little peach’| 


attendance 7. 1 the act of attending o being 
present. 2 the number of people present. 

attendance allowance 7. (in the UR) a state 
benefit paid to disabled people in need of constant 
care at home. 

attendanee centre 7. (in the UK) a place where 
young offenders report by order of a court as a 
nunor penalty. 

attendant e #. a persou employed to wait on others 
or provide a service, @ adj. 1 accompanying \allend- 


attenuate e 7/7. 1 make thin. 2 reduce 
in force, value, or virulence. e@ ad). 
1 slender, 2 tapering gradually. 3 rar- 
efied. [based on Latin /enws “thin’] 

attenuated adj). attenuation 2. 
attenuator 7. 

attest «. 1 fy, a ccrtily the validity of. 
b be evidence of. 2 mir (foll. by /o) 
bear witness to. [based on Latin festes 
‘witness | 0 attestable adj. attest- 
ation 7), attestor 7. 

Attic e adj. of or relating to ancient 
Athens or Attica, or the form of Greek spoken there 
e 7. the form of Greck used by the ancient .\theni- 
ans. [from Greek .Littkos] 

attic n. 1 the uppermost storey in a house, usu 
under the roof. 2 a room in the attic area. [related 

» Aric: origmally (Archi/.) a small order (column 
and entablature) above a taller a 
attire formal e@ ifr dress. esp. in fine 
formal wear. @ 7. clothes, esp. re ot formal. [Irom 
Old French atir(ier to equip’ | 


aubrietia /aw-bree-sha/ 1. (also au- 
bretia) a dwarf perennial rock plant of 
the genus Aubreta, having purple or pink 
flowers in spring, [named after Claude 
clubriet, French botanist, 1668 1743} 
auburn e ad. (usu. of a person’s hair 
reddish-brown, @ x. this colour. [originally 
in sense ‘vellowish white’: from Laun albur- 
nus whitish | 


AUBERGINE 
Solanum melongena 


auction @ 7. a sale of goods in which articles are 
sold to the highest bidder. @ «4: sell by auction 
[from Latin aueto “increase, auction’ | 

auctioneer 7. a person who conducts auctions 
professionally, by calling for bids and declaring 
goods sold, B auctioneering 7. 

clothes or auction house 7. a company that runs auctions 

auction room 7, (olien in // 
auctions take place, 


the premises wher: 


auction sale 


AUDITORIUM 


A myriad of seating variations have 
been devised to allow an audicnee 
to appreciate a performance 
within a theatre or concert 
hall tully. Most make use of 
tiered seating, angled to 
give spectators an unob- 
structed view of the 

stage. In the audi- 

torium shown here, 
balconies and seating 
behind the stage have 

been added to maximize 


audience capacity. ae 
hered seating — 


COTAWAY MODUL OF A THENTERE AUDITORIUM 


auction sale 7. = \vo iio 77. 

audacious adj. 1 daring, bold. 2 impudent. [from 
Latin audax -acis] 0 audaciously adi, audacious- 
ness /). audacity r. 

audible adj. capable of being heard. [based on 
Latin audire ‘to hear] O audibility . audibly ad. 

audience ». 1 a the assembled listeners or specta- 
tors at an event. b the people addressed by a filmi. 
play, etc. 2 a formal interview with a person in 
authority. 3 archaea hearing (gic audience to my pleay. 
[from Latin audientia| 


audio 2. (usu. ai.) sound or the reproduction of 


sound. 

audio- com). form hearing or sound. 

audio cassette 7. a cassett¢ of audiotape. 

audiology x. the science of hearing. 0 audiolo- 
gist 1. 

audiotape 1, (also audio tape; 1 a magnetic tape 
on which sound can be recorded. ba length of this. 
esp. an audio cassette. 2 a sound recording on tape. 

audio-visual «dj. (esp. of teaching methods) using 
both sight and sound. 

audit e 7. an official exammation of accounts. 
e if, (audited, auditing, conduct an audit off 
[from Latin audifus “hearing’] 

audition e #7. an interview for a role as a singer, 
actor, etc., consisting of a practical demonstration 
of suitability. @ @ 1 f interview ta candidate) at an 
auciuon, 2 int. be interviewed at an audition. 
[based on Latin audie audit “to hear’] 

auditor 7, I a person who conducts an audit. 
2 a listener. [Middle English, from Latin auditor] 
0 auditorial ad, 

auditorium ». (/)/, auditoriums or auditoria) 
A the part of a theatre etc, in which the audience 
Sits. D MHL RY, FHLArRE. [Latin] 

auditory ad). 1 concerned with hearing, 2 received 
by the car. 

au fait /oh fay/ predic.ady. vusu. foll. by with: having 
current knowledge (au fat with the arrangements). 
[French, literally ‘to the fact, to the point’} 

Aug. abi). August. 

Augean adj litevar) filthy. [from Greek Augeias. 
mythological owner of stables which Hercules 
cleaned by diversion of a river] 

auger 7. 1 a tool resembling a large corkscrew, fo1 
boring holes. & coxnt ivgvisine. [Old English] 

aught v. 1usu. implying neg) archaie anything at all. 
{Old Enelish| 

augment if), © inf, make 
increase, [based on Latin aug “to increase’ | 
0 augmentation 7). augmentative 1. augmen- 
ter 


or become greater; 


au gratin /oh gra-tan/ ad). sprinkled with bread- 
crumbs or grated cheese 
Ineratl swith crumbs 


and browned. {French 


0) 


rear seating 


—% 


movable tier 
balcony 


slage-s ide 
sealing 


\ sialls | 


slage 


augur e@7. 1 infr (of an event, circumstance, etc.) 
suggest a specified outcome (usu. augur well 
or ill), 2 & a foresee. predict. b portend. @ n. hist. 
an ancient Roman religious official who observed 
natural signs, esp. the behaviour of birds, inter- 
preting these as an indication of divine approval 
or disapproval of a proposed action, [Latin] 
oO augural «qd. 

augury 7. (f/. -ies) 1 an omen. 2 the interpretation 
of omens. 

August 7. the eighth month of the year. [from Latin 
Angustuy Caesar, the first Roman emperor] 

august /aw-gust/ adj. inspiring reverence and 
admiration, [from Latin augustus “consecrated, 
venerable |G augustly ad. augustness n. 

Augustan e ad. 1 relating to the reign of 
the Roman cmpcror Augustus, esp. as an 
outstanding period of Latin literature. 2 (of a 
nation’s literature) refined and classical in style 
am Eneland of the literature of the 17th 18th 
c.1,@ 7. a writer of the Augustan age of any 
htcerature. 

Augustinian e@ adj. 1 of or relatng to 
St Augustine or his doctrines. 2 belonging 
to a religious order observing a rule 
derived from St Augustine's writings. @ 1. 
a member of an Augustinian order. 

auk 1). ® any marine diving bird of the 
family Alcidac, native to the northern 
oceans, with heavy body, short wings, and 


ae 


aurora 


au naturel predic.adj). & adv. 1 uncooked; (cooked) 
in the simplest way. 2 in its natural state. (French, 
literally ‘in the natural state’| 

aunt n. 1 the sister of one’s father or mother. 
2 an uncle’s wife. 3 collog. an unrelated woman 
friend of a child or children. 0 my (or my sainted 
ctc.) aunt esp. Brit, slang an exclamation of 
surprise, disbelief, etc. {from Latin amita] 

auntie 7. (also aunty) ( p/. -ies) collog. = avnr. 

Aunt Sally 7. Brit, 1a game in which players throw 
sticks or balls at a wooden dummy. 2 the object of 
unreasonable attack. 

au pair 7. a young foreign person, esp. a woman, 
helping with housework etc. in exchange for room, 
board, and pocket money. [French, literally ‘on 
equal terms | 

aura 7. (//. aurae /-ree/ or auras) 1 the distinctive 
atmosphere diffused by or attending a person, 
place, etc. 2 (in mystic or spiritualistic use) a 
supposed subtle emanation, surrounding the body 
of a living creature, 3 a subtle emanation or aroma 
lrom flowers etc. 4 .\fed. premonitory symptom(s) 
in epilepsy etc. [from Greek, literally ‘breeze, 
breath’] 0 aural adj. auric ad). 

aural adj. of or relating to or received by the ear. 
|based on Latin aurs ‘ear’| 0 aurally ade. 


a Usage dural is sometimes pronounced with 
the first syllable rhyming with cow, in order to 
distinguish it from ora/. Some people regard this as 
incorrect. 


aureate ad. 1 golden, gold-coloured. 2 resplen- 
dent. [from Latin aureus ‘golden’| 
aureole ». (also aureola, 1 a halo or circle of light. 
2 a corona round the Sun or Moon. |from Latin 
aureola (corona) ‘golden (crown) 
au revoir /oh ré-vwah/ inl. Gn. goodbye (until we 
meet again). (French, literally ‘to the seeing again’| 
auricle 1. Ava/. 1 a a small muscular pouch on 
the surface of each atrium of the heart. b the 
atrium itself. 2 the external part of the ear. 
> rar. [related to \wricvr,} O auricular adj. 
auricula 7. a primula, Primula auricula, 
with leaves shaped like bears’ ears. [Latin, 
literally ‘little ear’| 
auriferous dda naturally bearme gold. 
[based on Latin aurum “gold’| 
aurochs 7. (//. same) an extinct wild ox. 
Bos primigenius, ancestor of domestic cattle 
and formerly native to many parts of the 
world. [from Old High German arohyo| 
aurora 7. (//, auroras 01 aurorae 
/-ree/) 1 ¥ a luminous electrical atmos- 


eats! 5 ks AUK: i ; 
black and white plmage: c.g, the puffin. ITIL wk Pheric phenomenon, usu. of streamers of 
& sarin. [from Old Norse] Moan, light in the sky, esp. aurora australis /or- 


auld /awld, ahld/ ad), Sc. old. [Old English 
ald| 


auld lang syne ». times long past. [Scots, literally 
‘old long since | 


AURORA 


The aurora borealis 
(northern lights), and their 
equivalent in the southern 
hemisphere, the aurora 
australis, are colourful 
lights, seen in the sky near 
the polar regions, The 
lights are caused by charged 
parucles carried from the 
Sun by the solar wind. 

As they enter the Earth’s 
atmosphere, they create an 
incandescent light display. 


VU RORY BOREALIS 


stray-lis/ above southern regions and 


aurora borealis /bor-i-ay-lis/ above northern 
regions, [> waospHirt. 2 poet. the dawn. [Latin, 
literally ‘dawn’| 0 auroral adj. 


ee at 


auscultation 


auscultation 7. the act of listening to sounds from 
the heart, lings, etc., as part of medical diagnosis. 
[based on Latin auscultare ‘to listen to’| 

auspice 7. I (in /.) patronage (esp. in phr. under 
the auspices of ). 2 a forecast. [originally in sense 
‘observation of bird-flight in divination’, from 
Latin auspicium| 

auspicious adj. 1 of good omen; favourable. 
2 prosperous. 0 auspiciously adv. 

Aussie (also Ossie, Ozzie) collog. @ n. an Austra- 
han, e@ adj. Australian. [abbreviation] 

austere adj. (austerer, austerest) 1 severely 
simple. 2 morally strict; stern. [from Greek austéos 
‘severe’|] 0 austerely adv. austerity 2. (//. -ies). 

austral adj. 1 southern. 2 (Austral) of Australia 
or Australasia (Austral English). [from Latin australis] 

Australasian adj. of or relating to Australasia, a 
region consisting of Australia and islands of the 
SW Pacific. 

Australian e x, 1 a native or national of Australia. 
2 a person of Australian descent. @ adj. of or relat- 
mg to Australia. [based on Latin Terra Australis 
‘southern land’} o Australianism n. 

Australopithecus 7. a genus of fossil primates 
with both ape-like and human characteristics, 
found in Pliocene and Lower Pleistocene deposits 
in Africa. > Hominw. [from Latin australis ‘southern’ 
+ Greek pithekos ‘ape’| 

Austrian e 7. 1 a native or national of Austria. 
2 a person of Austrian descent. @ adj. of or relating 
to Austria. 

Austro- comb. form Austrian; Austrian and (dusiro- 
Hlunganan). 

autarchy 7. (f/. -ies) 1 absolute sovereignty. 
2 despotism. 3 an autarchic country or society. 
[from Greek aularkhia, based on arkhein ‘to rule’| 
oO autarchic ad. autarchical ad). 

autarky 7. (//. -ies) 1 self-sufficiency, esp. as an 
economic system. 2 a state etc. run according to 
such a system. [from Greek aularkeia, based on 
arkein ‘to suffice’] G autarkic adj. autarkist 7. 

auteur 7. a fflm director regarded as the author of 
his or her films. [French, ‘author’] 

authentic ad. 1 of undisputed origin; genuine. 
2 reliable or trustworthy. [from Greek authentikos 
‘principal, genuine’] O authentically adv. au- 
thenticity 7. 

authenticate 2/7 1 establish the truth or genu- 
ineness of. 2 validate. O authentication 1. au- 
thenticator 7. 

author e 7. ( fem. authoress) 1 a writer, esp. of 
books. 2 the originator of an event etc. (the author 
of all my woes). @ v.tr 1 disp. be the author or origin- 
ator of. [from Latin auctor, based on augere “to 
increase, originate’| 0 authorial ad). 


ma Usage Author can be used of both male and 
female writers and many women writers prefer it to 
authoress. The use of the verb author as a mere 
synonym for write (as in he authored several books on the 
subject) is deplored by many people, although autho: 
is different from write in that it implies publication 
of the text produced. In addition, author is often 
used in contexts where the person or people 
responsible for the text (often a committee) did 
not actually write it themselves, and where the 
thing written is a report, article, or document. 
rather than a book. Unlike author, co-author is gen- 
erally acceptable as a verb. It may be convenient 
to use author when contrasting it with co-author, c.g. 
he authored or co-authored several publication). 


authoritarian adj. 1 favouring, encouraging, or 
enforcing strict obedience to authority. 2 tyrannical 
or domineering. 5 authoritarianism 7. 

authoritative adj. 1 being recognized as true or 
dependable. 2 (of a person, behaviour, etc.) com- 
manding or self-confident. 3 official; supported by 
authority (an authoritative document). a authori- 
tatively adv. authoritativeness 7. 

authority 7. (//. -ies) 1 a the power or right to 
enforce obedience. b (often foll. ly for, or fo + infin.) 


autonomy 


delegated power. 2 (esp. in pl.) a person or body 
having authority. 3 a an influence exerted on opin- 
ion because of recognized expertise. b such an 
influence expressed in a book etc. ¢ an expert in a 
subject. [from Latin auctorias, related to aurHor| 

authorize 7/7. (also -ise) 1 sanction. 2 (foll. by fo + 
infin.) a give authority. b commission (a person or 
body). 5 authorization 7. 

Authorized Version 2. esp. Byil. an English trans- 
lation of the Bible made in 1611. 

authorship ». 1 the origin of a book or other writ- 
ten work (af unknown authorship). 2 the occupation of 
writing. 

autism 7. a mental condition characterized by 
complete self-absorption and a reduced ability to 
respond to the outside world. [from modern Latin 
aulismus| 0 autistic ad). 

auto x. (p/. -os) (usu. attrib.) N. Amer. collog. a motor 
car. [abbreviation of avromoxite] 

auto- comb. form (usu. aut- before a vowel) 1 self 
(autism). 2 one’s own (autobiography). 3 by oneself or 
spontaneous (auto suggestion). 4 automatic ({auto- 
mobile). [from Greek autos ‘self | 

autobahn 7. a German, Austrian, or Swiss motor- 
way. [German] 

autobiography 7. (//. -ies) 1 a personal account 
of one’s own life. 2 this as a process or literary 
form. 0 autobiographer 1. autobiographic ad). 
autobiographical id). 

autochthon /aw-tok-ihon/ 7. (p/. autochthons 
or autochthones) (usu. in //.) an aboriginal. 
[Greek, literally ‘sprung from the earth’] 

autochthonous adj. 1 indigenous, native. 2 of 
independent or local formation. 

autoclave 7. 1 a strong vessel uscd for chemical 
reactions at high pressures and temperatures. 
2 a sterilizer using high-pressure steam. [based on 
Latin clavis ‘key’, so called because self-fastening] 

autocracy’ /. (//. -ies) 1 absolute government by 
one person, 2 the power exercised by such a 
person. 3 an autocratic country or society. [from 
Greek autokrateia| 

autocrat 7. 1 an absolute ruler. 2 a dictatorial 
person. [based on Greek fratos ~power’] G auto- 
cratic adj. autocratically adi. 

autocross 7. motor racing across country or on 
unmade roads. 

autocue 7. esp. Bril. propr. a device, unseen by the 
audience, displaying a television script as an aid to 
memory (cf, rcLePROMPTER). 

‘auto-da-fé 7. (p/, autos-da-fé) 1 a sentence of 
punishment by the Spanish Inquisition. 2 the 
execution of such a sentence, esp. the burning of a 
heretic. [Portuguese, literally ‘act of the faith’] 


autodidact n. a self-taught person. [from Greek 
autodidactos| O autodidactic ad). 

auto-erotism 7. (also auto-eroticism) Psychol. 
sexual excitement generated by stimulating one’s 
own body; masturbation. 0 auto-erotic ad). 

autograph e 7. 1 a a signature, esp. that of a 
celebrity. b handwriting. 2 a manuscript in an 
author’s handwriting. 3 a document signed by its 
author, e vi 1 sign (a photograph etc.). 2 write (a 
letter etc.) by hand. [from Greek autographon| 

autoharp 7. a kind of zither with a mechanical 
device to allow the playing of chords. 

autoimmune ad). Med. (of a disease) caused by 
antibodies or lymphocytes produced against sub- 
stances naturally present in the body. o auto- 
immunity 7. 

automat 7. US a slot machine that dispenses goods. 
[German] 

automate v./, convert to operation by automatic 
equipment. O automation 7. 

automatic e ad. 1 working by itself, without direct 
human intervention. 2 a done spontaneously, 
without conscious intention (an automatic reaction). 
b necessary and inevitable (an automatic penalty). 
3 Psychol. performed unconsciously or subcon- 
sciously, 4 (of a firearm) that continues firing unul 
the ammunition is exhausted or the pressure on 
the trigger is released. 5 (of a motor vehicle or its 
transmission) using gears that change automat- 
ically. @ n. 1 an automatic device. 2 collog. a vehicle 
with automatic transmission. O automatically 
adv, automaticity 7, automatism 7. automa- 
tize vf, (also -ise). automatization 7. 

automatic pilot 7. a device for keeping an aircrafi 
on a sct course, 

automaton 7. | pl. automata or automatons) 
1 a mechanism with concealed motive power. 2 a 
person who behaves mechanically. |Greek, literally 
‘(thing) acting of itself’ 

automobile n. esp. .\. Amer a motor car. > car. 
[French] 

automotive adj. concerned with motor vehicles. 

autonomic adj. esp. Physiol. functioning involun- 
tarily. 

autonomic nervous system #7. ¥ the part of the 
nervous system responsible for control of the 
bodily functions not consciously directed, e.g. 
heartbeat. > PERIPHERAL NLRVOLS SYSTEM 

autonomous ad. 1 having self-government. 
2 acting independently or having the freedom to do 
so. [from Greek aulunonos| 0 autonomously ad. 

autonomy 7. (fi. -ies) 1 the right of self 
government. 2 personal freedom. 3 freedom of the 
will. 4 a self-governing community. [based on 
Greek autos ‘self’ + nonios ‘law’] 0 autonomist n. 


AUTONOMIC NERVOUS SYSTEM 


The autonomic nervous system 
comprises those nerves of the 
peripheral nervous system 
that transmit nerve mnpulses 
to the glands and visceral 
organs. It controls nvolun- 
tary functions, such as 

heart rate, sweating, and 
digestion, and is itself divided 
into the sympathetic and para- 
sympathetic systems. The sympa- 
thetic system works in response 
to stress, increasing heart rate 
and blood pressure; the parasym- 
pathetic system counteracts these 
effects, decreasing heart rate and 
blood pressure, as well as stimu- 
lating the digestive system. 


heart 


, brain 


parasympathetic 
nerve fibres 


nerve 
impulse - 


HEN 
impulse 


Vn putle 7 
nerve fibres 


HUMAN AUTONOMIC NERVE 
CONNECTIONS TO THE HEARI 


autopilot 


autopilot 7. an automatic pilot. 

autopsy ”. ( //. -ies) 1 a post-mortem examination. 
2 any critical analysis. 3 a personal inspection. 
[based on Greek autoptes ‘eye-witness | 

autoroute 7. a French motorway. [French] 

autostrada ». an Italian motorway, [Italian| 

auto-suggestion /, a self-induced or subconscious 
suggestion affecting reaction, behaviour, etc. 

autumn 7. 1 the third season of the year, when 
crops and fruits are gathered, and leaves fall. 
D> seson, 2 Astron. the period from the autumnal 
equinox to the winter solstice. [from Latan au/um- 
nus} O autumnal ad). 

autumn equinox 7. (also autumnal equinox 
1 the equinox in autumn, on about 22 Sept. in the 
northern hemisphere and 20 Mar. m ‘the southern 
hemisphere, 2 -dstron. the equinox in September. 

auxiliary e ad). 1 (of a person or thine) that gives 
help. 2 (of services or equipment) subsichary, add- 
itional. @ 7. ( p/. -ies) 1 an auxiliary person or thing. 
2 (in pl.) Afi. auxiliary troops. 
[based on Latin auaihum “help’| 


auxiliary verb 7. Gram. a verb 


used in formime the tenses, 
moods. and voices of other 
verbs. 

auxin 7). any of a group of plant 
hormones that regulate growth. 
[based on Greek auxem ‘to 
increase | 

avail e * 1 f@ help, benefit. 


2 refl. (fol. by of) profit by: take 
advantage of. 3 inix a provide 
help. b be of use or value. @ 7. 
(usu. In Neg. or inlerrog. phrases) 
use, prolit (¢ ul?). [based 
on Latin oe ‘to be worth’ | 
available adj. yoften foll. by fo, 
for) 1 capable of being used: at 
one’s disposal. 2 obtainable: 
within one’s reach. 3 a of 
person) free, not otherwise oc- 
cupied. b able to be contacted. 
4 sexually unattached. 0 avail- 
ability ». availableness 7. 
availably ad 


chat ai 


avalanche 1. 1 a mass of snow 
and ice, tumbling rapidly down 
a mountain. 2 a sudelen arrival 
of anything in large quantities 
faced with an avalanche of work). 
[French, alteration of dialect faranch 
avaler “to descend’ | 


e, influenced by 


avant-garde /a\-ahn-gard/ e 7. pioneers or in- 
noyators. @ ad). .of art, ideas 
[French, literally "vanguard? 0 avant-gardism / 
avant-gardist / 


Ae Ca BOSS progressive, 


AVIARY 

Many bircls can be housed in an 
outdoor aviary for at least part of 
the year in temperate climes. The = 
virds are essentially conf fined lo 

wo secuons: the flight and the shel- 

| ter. The thght ts an area, partially 

open to the elements, where the 

rtain amount ol 
freedom to Ly. The shelter is 
protected from the element 
birds are 


ave a ¢ 


(5 LOK ON iss 


fed ancl cnc — 10) 


roost. A third section. the safer ij 
porch, allows the keeper to ente & 
the aviary without birds « 

IV PIGAL DLSIGN TOR SN AVIARY 


AVENUE: VIA ApPTA. ITALY 1 


corrugated 


avarice 7!, extreme greed for money or gain; cupid- 
ity. [based on Latin avarus ‘greedy’] 0 avaricious 
od). avariciously adi. avariciousness 7. 

avast int. Nault. stop, cease. [from Dutch houd vast 
‘hold fast!"] 

avatar n. 1 Hinduism the descent of a deity or 
released soul to Earth in bodily form. 2 incarnation; 
manifestation. 3a manifestation or phase. [from 
Sanskrit avatdra ‘descent’ | 

Ave. abbr. Avenue. 

ave int. 1 welcome. 2 farewell. [Latin, literally 
well’| 

avenge 7/7: 1 inflict retribution on behalf of. 2 take 
vengeance for (he loss of the aircraft would be avenged ). 
O be avenged avenge oneself. [based on Latin 
uindicare ‘to vindicate | O avenger 7. 


‘fare 


wu Usage Whiere necessary, though uncommon, the 
preposition on (or upon) is used with avenge, to intro- 
duce the person on whom vengeance is being taken, 
he would be avenged on their leader. Avena 
usually implies that the retribu- 
on inflicted is justifiable, 
whereas revenge often implies that 
the main aim of retribution is to 
satisfy the injured party's resent- 
ment. 


swore 


avenue . 1 < a broad road, 
street, or approach, often with 
tees at regular intervals along its 


sides. 2 a way of dealing with 
something (erplored every avenue). 
3 \in many American cities) a 
road running perpendicular to 
another, esp. east-west. [from 
French. literally) ‘approached’| 
aver /i-ver/ 7/7. \‘averred. 


averring) formal assert, af- 
firm. [based on Latin verws 
‘true’] OQ averment 7. 

average e 7. 1 a the usual 
amount. extent. or rate. 
b the ordinary standard. 2 an 
amount obtained by dividing 
the total of given amounts by 
the number of amounts in the 
set. @ adj. 1 a usual, ordinary. 
b mediocre. 2 estimated o1 
calculated by average. e@ wir 
amount on to (sales 
averaged one hundred a day), 2 do on 
day). 3 estimate the 


average 


average averages six hours’ work a 


average of. o average out (at) result in an average 


of on (or on an) average as an average Fale O} 
estimate. [originally in sense charge’: 
from French avarie “damage to ship or cargo’] 
Oaveragely adi 


‘anaritime) 


to shelter 


entrance 


translucent roof | 


safely porch 


mouden 


fran 


mesh 


i footine 


fheht 


avuncular 


averse predic.adj. (usu. foll. by éo; also foll. by from) 
opposed, disinclined (not averse to helping). [from 
Latin aversus, related to avert} 


m Usage Although condemned in the past as 
etymologically 1 improper (the literal meaning being 
‘turned from’), averse is now more often followed by 
fo than from. This can be justified by analogy with 
semantically related words such as disinclined, hostile, 
opposed, €tC., W vhich h are also used with /o. 


aversion /. i (usu. foll. by éo, from, for) a dislike or 
unwillingness. 2 an object of dislike (my pel aversion). 
D aversive ad). 

avert vt, 1 (often foll. by /rom) turn away (one’s eyes 
or thoughts). 2 prevent or ward off (an undesirable 
occurrence). [from Latin avertere ‘to turn from’] 

Davertible adj. (also avertable.. 


ws Usage Care should be taken not to confuse sense 

2 of avert with avoid, c.g. Disaster was narrowly averted 
and He narrowly ar vided bei ing arrested. Avert incorpor- 
ates the idea of taking action to ward off an unde- 
sirable event in advance. while avord means ‘to 
escape’ or ‘evade’. 


Avesta 7. (usu. prec. by fhe) the sacred writings of 
Zoroastrianism. [Persian] o Avestan adj. 

aviary 7. (pl. -ies, ¥ a large enclosure or building 
for keeping birds. [hased on Latin avis “hird’| 

aviation 7. 1 the skill or practice of operating 
aircraft. 2 aircraft manufacture. [based on Latin 
avis ‘bird’] O aviate v.fr @ intr, aviator 7. 

avid «dj. eager, greedy. {from Latin avzdus| 0 avidity 
n avidly adi. 

avocado ». (//. -os) 1 (in full avocado pear) ¥ a 
pear-shaped fruit with smooth oily edible flesh and 

a large stone, 2 the 

tropical evergreen 

tree. Persea 


amert 


cana, bearing this 

fruit. 3 the hght 

green colour of 

the flesh of this 

fruit.  [Spanish, 

literally ‘advocate’ 

avOGAnO Game substituted for Aztec 

ahuacatl }| 


(Persea americana) ,. i 
avocation 7. 1 a 

minor occupation, 2 collog. a vocation or calling. 
[from Latin azoratio ‘a calling away’] 

avocet 7. Wa wading bird of the genus Recurvirostra 
with long legs and a long slender upward-curved 
bill. & [from 
Italian avosetta| 

Avogadro’s law 1. 
Phys. a law: stat- 
ing that equal Pe 
volumes of gases al 

the same temperature and 

contain equal 

numbers of molecules 


WADING BIRD, 


pressure 
, avoid vty 1 keep away from. 
2 escape, evade. 3 Law nullify: 
quash. [from Old French] 0 avoid- 
able ad. avoidably adi, avoid- 
ance /!. avoider 7. 


a Usage See Usage Note at 
WIRL 


avoirdupois 7. (in full 

avoirdupois weight) a 
system of weights based on 
a pound of 16 ounces or 
7.000 [from Old 
French | 


AVOCET: 
PIED AVOCET 


grains {Recurvirostra avos 


eta) 

avouch i! & itr archaic or literary guarantee, affirm, 
confess. [from Latin ade wcare| OQ avouchment ». 

avow ?/, 1 acdimiut. 2 reff. admit that one is (avoned 
himsel the author). [from Latin advocare| 0 avowal n 
avowedly ai:. 

avuncular ad). like or of an uncle. [based on Latin 
avunculus “maternal uncle’ | 


AWACS 


AWACS /ay-waks/ n. a long-range airborne radar 
system for detecting enemy aircraft. [acronym from 
arborne warning and control system] 

await vir. 1 wait for. 2 be in store for. [from Anglo- 
French azwiaitier] 

awake e v. (past awoke; past part. awoken) 1 ini. 
a cease to sleep. b become active. 2 inér. (foll. by to) 
become aware of. 3 é& rouse. @ predic.adj. 1 a not 
asleep. b vigilant. 2 (foll. by é) aware of. [Old 
English] 


m Usage See Usage Note at awaken. 


awaken v. I v.tr. © intr. = awake v. 2 ir (often foll. by 
to) make aware. 


m Usage Awake and awaken are largely interchange- 
able, but awaken is much rarer than awake as an 
intransitive verb, and has an extra transitive usage 
(sense 2 above), as in The strike had awakened them to 
the possibilities of resistance. 


award e viv. 1 give or order to be given 
as a payment or prize. 2 grant, assign. 
ev. 1a payment or prize awarded. 
2 a judicial decision, {foni Anglo- 
French awarder] 0 awarder n. 

aware prediadj. 1 (often foll. by of or 
that + clause conscious: having 
knowledge. 2 well informed often in 
comb: politically aware). [Old English] 


O awareness 7. 


m Usage In popular use, aware is some- 
times used in sense 2 to mean ‘well 
informed’, without any qualifying 
word, as in she’s a very aware person. This 
should be avoided in formal contexts. 


stem 


awash predic.adj. level with the surface of water 
which just washes over; flooded. 

away @ adv. 1 to or at a distance from the place, 
person, or thing in question (go away; they are away). 
2 towards or into non-existence (sounds die away; 
explain ut awgy). 3 constantly, persistently, continu- 
ously (/augh away). 4 without hesitation (ask away). 
@ ad. Sport played on an opponent’s ground etc. 
(away match). @ n. Sport an away match or win. 
0 away with (as imper) take away; let us be rid of. 
[Old English onweg, aweg ‘on one’s way | 

awe @ 7. reverential fear or wonder. @ w/z, inspire 
with awe. [from Old Norse agi] 

aweigh predic.ad. Naut. (of an anchor) clear of the 
sea or river bed; hanging. 

awe-inspiring adj. causing awe or wonder; amaz- 
ing, magnificent. 

awesome adj. 1 inspiring awe; dreaded. 2 slang 
excellent. 5 awesomely ad. awesomeness 1. 

awful adj. 1 collog. a unpleasant (aieful weather). 

b poor in quality (has ave ful writ 
ing). ¢ (attrib.) remarkably large 


an (an awful lot of money). 2 poel. 
3 inspiring awe. O awfully adv. 

aed awtulness 7. 
cn nl awhile ad:. for a short ume. 


[Old English] 
awkward adj. 1 ill-adapted for 
use. 2 clumsy or bungling. 
3 aesp. Brit. ill at ease ( fell awk- 
ward about it). b embarrassing (an 
awkward situation). 4 esp. Brit. difficult 
to deal with (an awkward customer). 0 the 
awkward age adolescence. [based on 
obsolete awk ‘backhanded, untoward] 
awkwardly ad. awkwardness 7. 
awl 7. a small pointed tool used for piercing 
holes, esp. in leather. [Old English] 
awn 7. <4 stiff bristle, esp. one growing 
from the sheath around the seed of cereals 
and other grasses. [from Old 
Norse dg] 0 awned ad). 
awning 7. a sheet of canvas or 
similar material stretched on a 


AWN: EAR OF 
WHLAL WITH 
\W NED SHEATHS 


AXIL BETWEEN AN 
OAK LEAF AND STEM 


frame and used to shade a shop window, doorway, 
ship’s deck, or other area from the sun or rain. 
[17th-century nautical coinage] 
awoke past of awake. 
awoken fast part. of awake. 
AWOL /ay-wol/ abbr. collog. absent without leave. 
awry /a-ry/ e adv. 1 askew. 2 amiss. @ predic.ad). 
crooked; unsound (his theory 15 awry). 0 go awry 
go or do wrong. [Middle English] 
axe (US usu. ax) @ 7. 1 a chopping tool, usu. with a 
steel edge and wooden handle. 2 (the axe) the 
drastic cutting of staff etc. @ uir (axing) 1 cut 
(services ctc.) drastically. 2 abandon (a project). 
0 an axe to grind private ends to serve. [Old 
English] 
axes fi. of axis. 
axial adj. 1 forming or belonging to an axis. 2 round 
an axis. 0 axially adv. 
axil 7. Bot. < the upper angle between a leaf 
and the stem it springs from, or between a 
branch and the trunk. [from Latin axilla} 
axilla 1. ‘//, axillae /-lee/ VT Anal. the 
armpit. 2 Bor, an asi. {Lattin, literally 
‘armpit | 
axillary dj. 1 Anat. of or 
relating to the armpit. 
2 Bolom or vrowing from 
the axal. 
axiom 7. 1 an established 
or widely accepted principle. 
2 esp. Geom. a self-evident truth. [based 
on Greek axios ‘worthy’ | 
axiomatic adj. 1 self-evident. 2 relating 
to or containing axioms. 0 axiomat- 
ically ado. 
axis! 7. (pl, axes /ak-seez/) 1 a an imaginary line 
about which a body rotates or about which a plane 
figure is conceived as generating a solid. b a line 
which diides a regular figure symmetrically. 
2 Math. A a fixed reference line 
for the measurement of 
coordinates etc. 
3 Bol. the cen- 
tral column 
of an inflor- 
escence or other 
growth. 4 dna. the 
second cervical vertebra. 
5 an agreement or alli- 
ance between two or more countries forming 
a centre for an eventual larger grouping of nations 
sharing an ideal or objective. 5 (the Axis, a the 
alliance of Germany and Italy formed before and 
during the Second World War, later extended to 
include Japan and other countries. b these coun- 
tries as a group. [Latin, literally “axle, pivot’] 


axillary 
» bud 


AXOLOTL 
(Ambystoma mevicanum) 


AXON 


aye 


AXIS 


Axes provide the framework to visualize 
an equation. Speed, for example, is an 
equation of distance divided by time. If 
distance is shown on the ) axis and time 
on the x axis, a line representing speed 
can be plotted on the grid they form. 


ee vertical (y) axis 


DISTANCE (METRES) 


TIME (SECONDS) hortzuntal 


(X1 AXIS 


point of / 


origin 


GRAPH REPRESENTING SPLLD PORMIELD 
WITHIN THE AXES OF DISTANCE AND TIME 


axis? 7. ( pl. same) a white-spotted deer, Cervus axis, 
of S. Asia. Also called chiial, [Latin] 

axle n. a spindle on which a wheel is fixed or turns. 
{originally axle-tree: from Old Norse dxull-tré| 

Axminster 7. (in full Axminster carpet) a kind 
of machine-woven patterned carpet with a cut pile. 
{the town of Aaminster in S. England, where such 
carpets are made] 

axolotl 1. Y an aquatic newtlike salamander, 

Ambystoma mexicanum, from Mexico. 

[Aztec, from ad xolotl “water servant’ | 

axon 7. dnat. & Zool. ¥ a long 
threadlike part of a 
nerve cell, conducting 
impulses from the cell 

body.  nekvous sysrEeM. 

[from Greek axon ‘axis’ 
ayah n. a nurse or maidservant, esp.- of 

Europeans in former British territories 
abroad, [Anglo-Indian] 

ayatollah nr. a Shiite religious leader in Iran. [from 
Arabic, literally ‘token of God’] 

aye! also ay) @ adv. 1 archaic or dial. yes. 2 (as aye aye) 
aut. a response accepting an order. @ 7. an affirm- 
ative answer. esp. in voting. []6th-century coinage] 


cell nucleus 


An axon is a sinuous extension of a nerve cell 
body that conveys impulses to targets such as 
muscles, glands, and other nerve cells. Axons 
range from a few millimetres to two metres or 
more in length, and are protected by cells that 
form a myelin sheath around them. Intermut- 
tent gaps in the sheath are referred to as 


the nodes of Ranvicr. 
- «4 . 


~\ nodes of 
Ranvie 


axon hillock 


axon 


cell body 


terminal fibres ¢ myelin sheath 


EIGN INR E IC Es ASN, 
AND TERMENAT. PIBRELS 


aye 


aye® adv. archaic always. 0 for aye for ever. [from 
Old Norse] 

aye-aye 7. ¥ an arboreal nocturnal lemur, Daubento- 
ma madagascariensis, native to Madagascar. [French, 
from Malagasy aiay} 


AYE-AYE 
(Daubentonia madagascariensis) 


azalea 7. any of various flowering cleciduous shrubs 
of the genus Rhododendron, with large pink, purple, 
white, or yellow flowers. [based on Greek azaleos ‘dry’ 
from the dry soil in which it was believed to flourish)| 

Azerbaijani 1. (//, Azerbaijanis; 1 a native or 
inhabitant of Azerbaijan in the Caucasus. 2 the 
Turkic language of Azerbajyan. 

Azeri 1). ( p/. Azeris, 1 a member of a Turkic people 
living mainly in Azerbaijan, Armenia, and northern 
Tran. 2 their language. [from Persian, literally ‘fire’| 

azimuth 7. 1 the angular distance from a north or 
south point of the horizon to the intersection with 


the horizon of a vertical circle passing through a 
given celestial object. 2 the horizontal angle or 
direction of a compass bearing. [based on Arabic al 
‘the’ + swmut “directions’| 0 azimuthal ad). 

azimuthal projection 7. ¥ a map projection in 
which a region of the Earth is projected on to a 
plane tangential to the surface, usually at the pole 
or equator. 

azoic ad. 1 having no trace of life. 2 Geol. (of an age 
ete.) having left no organic remains [Greek azdos 
‘without life’] 


AZT abbr. propr. the drug zidovudine. 


r 


AZIMUTHAL PROJECTION 


| An azimuthal projection shows half of the Earth 
at once. It is produced as though a light were shone 
through the globe from its centre. The grid of longi- 
tudinal and latitudinal lines on the globe’s surface 


is projected on to the flat 


plane of the map. The ai 
Cae 


See 


Ss 
— 


best use of an azimuthal 
projection is to show the 
true direction between 

two points on the Earth. 


globe of the Earth 


DEMONSTRATION OF 
\ZIMUTHAL PROJECTION 


\ projection 
on flat plane 


azygous 


Aztec x. 1 a member of the native people dominant 
in Mexico before the Spanish conquest of the 16th 
c. 2 the language of the Aztecs. {from Aztec aztecatl 
‘men of the north’} 

azuki var. of apzvki. 

azure e@ 7. 1 a a deep sky-blue colour. b Heraldry 
blue. 2 poet. the clear sky. @ adj 1 a of the colour 
azure. b Heraldry blue. 2 poet. serene, untroubled. 
[based on Persian /azeard ‘lapis lazuli’ 

azygous dna. @ ad. (of any organic structure) 
single; not existing in pairs. @ 7. an organic struc- 
ture occurring singly. [Greck azugos ‘unyoked’| 


line of 
latitude 


line af 
longitude 


NAVANUD EEN NEP | 


— f 


B' ». (also b) (7. Bs or B’s) 1 the second letter of the 
alphabet. 2 Alus. the seventh note of the diatonic 
scale of C major. > xoryrion. 3 the second hypo- 
thetical person or example. 4 the second highest 
class or category. 5 (usu. 6) Algebra the second 
known quantity. 6 a human blood type of the ABO 
system. 

B? abby. (also B.) 1 black (pencil lead). 2 Chess bishop. 

B® syd. Chem. the element boron. 

b abbr. \also b.) 1 born. 2 Cricket a bowled by. b bye. 

BA abbr. Bachelor of Arts. 

Ba symb. Chem. the element barium. 

baa i./7/: ‘baas, baaed or baa’d. of a sheep ctc.) 
bleat. 

babble e &. 1 ii: a talk in an incoherent manner. 
b chatter excessively. ¢ (of a stream etc.) murmur 
2 fr. divulge through chatter. @ ». 1 a incoherent 


speech. b idle or childish talk. 2 the murmur of 


voices, water, etc. [from Middle Low German 
babbelen| 0 babbler 7. 
babe 7. 1 tlerary a baby. 2 an innocent or helpless 
person (babes in the wood). 3 slang, esp. .\. Amer olten 
ofjens. a young woman (often as a form of acres). 
Be iNMicdle Enebsh] 
' babel /bay-bél/ x. 1 a confused noise, esp. of voices. 
2 a noisy assembly. 3 a scene of confusion. [from 
Semitic bab i ‘vate of god’, with 
reference to the biblical account 
(Gen. 11) of the Tower of Babel] 
baboon ». <4 any of various large 
Old World monkeys of the genera 
Papio and Mandrillus, having a long 
snout, large teeth, and callositics on 
the buttocks. [from medieval Latin 
babewyinus| 
babu ». Lin the Indian subcout- 
nent) a title of respect, esp. to 
Hindus. 2 -fnglo-Ind. offens. an 
Indian clerk or official who has 
a superficial 
English, [from 
‘father | 
babushka 7. 1 iin Russia) an 
old woman: a. grandmother, 
2 a headscarf ued under the 
chin. [Russian, literally *grand- 
mother | 
baby en. ( fl. -ies) Lavery young 
child or infant. 2 an unduly child- 
ish person (is a baby about uyections), 
3 the youngest member of a 
family. team. etc. 4 (often aliihs 
) @a young or newly born animal. 
b a thing that is small of its kind 
thaby rose). 5 slang a young woman; a sweetheart 
(often as a form of address). 6 one’s own responsi- 
bility, invention, etc., regarded in a personal way: 
@ itr {-1es, -ied) 1 treat like a baby. 2 pamper. 
[Middle English] 0 babyish ad. babyishly ad. 
babyhood 7. 
baby boom ». collog. a temporary marked increase 
in the birth rate. 
baby bouncer ». Bri. a frame supported by clastic 
or springs, into which a baby is harnessed to exer- 
cise its limbs. 
baby buggy ». I Bri. piopr a kind «4 
collapsible pushchair. 2.\. Amer. a pram. 


cheek 
pouch * 


Hindi baba 


\ callosity 


BABOON: 
TEVALANDRYAS 
BABOON 


Papio hamadryas 


chilcl’s 


knowledge — of 


baby face 7. 1 a smooth round face like a baby’s. 
2 a person with such a face. 0 baby-faced adj. 

baby grand ». the smallest size of grand piano. 

Babygro 2. (p/. -os) Bril. propr. a kind of all-in-one 
stretch garment for babies. 

babysit v.intr (-sitting: past and pas! part. -sat) 
look after a child while the parents are out. 
0 babysitter 7. 

baby talk 7. childish talk used by 
or to young children, 

baby walker ». > a whecled 
frame in which a baby can 
learn to walk. 

baccalaureate /|ak-A- 
lor-tit/ n. 1 an exam- 
ination intended to 
qualify successful candi- 
dates for higher educa- 
tion. 2 the university 
degree of bachelor. [from 
medieval Latin baccalaureatus| 

baccarat /bak-er-ah/ n. a gambling card game 
played by punters in turn against the banker, [from 
French baccara] 


BABY WALKER 


bacchanal e 7. 1 a wild and drunken revelry. 
2 a drunken reveller. 3. a priest, worshipper. or 


follower of Bacchus, the Greek or Roman god of 


wine. @ ad. 1 oof or like Bacchus or his rites. 
2 riotous, roisicring. [based on Greek Bakkhos, god 
of wine] 

Bacchanalia 7./)/. 1 the 
Bacchus. 2 baechanalia, a drunken 
[Latin] o Baechanalian adj. & n, 

baccy ». collog. tobacco. 


Roman 
revelry. 


bachelor ». 1 an unmarried man. 2 a man or 


woman who has taken the degree of Bachelor of 


Arts or Science ete. [from Old French bacheler “aspi- 
rant to knighthood] a bachelorhood ». 

bacillary /la-sil-ari/ adj. relating to or caused by 
bacith. 

bacillus /bi-sil-us/ n. p/. bacilli, 1 any rod- 
shaped bacterium. 2 any pathogenic bacterium. 
[Late Latin, literally “little stick’] 

back e 7. 1 a the rear surface of the human boc 
from the shoulders to the hips. b the corresponding 
upper surface of an animal's body. ¢ the spine ¢ fel/ 
and broke hiy hack), 2 a any surface regarded as corre- 
sponding to the human back, e.g. of the head or hand. 
or of a chai. b the part of a garment that covers 
the back. 3 a the less important part of something 

- functional, e.g, of a knife or a piece of paper irik 
ion the backs. b the part normally away trom the 
spectator or the direction of motion or attention, e.g, 
of a car. house. or room stood at the back.. 4 aa de- 
fensive player in field games. b this position. @ ade. 
1 to the rear; away from what is considered to be the 
front igo back a bits van off without looking back). 2 ain 
or into an earher position or condition came back 
late, van back to the car: put it back on the shelf. bin 
return ( pay back). 3 in or into the past (back in June: 
three years back, 4 at a clistance ystand back from the 
yoad), Sin check hold him back). 6 foll. by af), \. Len. 
behind veas back of the houses. @ 0. 1 tr a help with 
moral or financial support. b bet on the success of (21 
horse ctc.), 2. & iu. move, or cause (a vehicle etc. 
to move, backwards. 3 / a put or serve as a back, 
background. or support to. b Ai. accompany. 
4b. lie at the back of (a beach backed hy steep cliffs 
5 in. tof the winds move round in an anticlockwise 
direction. @ adirth.ad). 1 situated behind thack entianee: 
hack teeth . 2 of or relating to the past (hack par: bach 
issue, 3 reversed (back jlow,. Gat the back of one’s 
mind remembered but not consciously thought of 
back and forth to and fro. back down withdraw 
one’s clan: concede defeat in an argument et 
the back of beyond a very remote or inaccessible 
place. back off 1 draw back, retreat. 2 abandon 
one’s Intention, stand. etc. back on to have its 
back adjacent to (the house backs on to a field . back 
out withdraw from a commitment. back up 1 give 
support to. 2 Computing make a spare copy of data. 


festival of 


backhand 


a disk, ete). 3 tof running water; accumulate 

behind an obstruction. 4 reverse (a vehicle imto a 

desired positidn. 5 form a queue of vehicles ete. 

get (or put} a person’s back up annoy or anger 

a person. get off a person’s back stop troubling 

a person. go back on {ail to honour ja promise or 

commitncnt. on the back burner see Bi K\iR. 

put one’s back into approach (a task ete.) with 

vigour, see the back of see si’. turn one’s back 
on 1 abandon. 2 ignore. with one’s back to \or 
up against) the wall in a desperate situation; 
hard-pressed. [Old English] o backer ». (in sense 

1 of 2). backless ad). 

backbeat 7. .\/us. a strong accent on one of the 

normally unaccented beats of the bar. 

backbench 1. Bri. a backbencher’s seat in 
the House of Commons. 

©) backbencher ». Bri. a Member of Parlia- 

ment not holding a senior office, 
backbiting e 7. malicious talk. @ alfrib.adj. speak- 

ing ill of another or others. 0 backbiter 2. 

back boiler 7. Br/. a boiler behind and integral 
with a domestic fire. 

backbone 1. 1 the spine. 2 the main support of a 
structure. 3 firmness of character. 

back-breaking = ai). of manual 
extremely hard. 

back-burner »./, ({S postpone action on. Oo on the 
back burner hav ing low priority. 

backchat ». Brit, collog, the practice of replying 
rudely or mpudently. 

backcloth ». Bi. 1 Theatr. a painted cloth at the 
back of the stage as a main part of the scenery. 
t amavrke, 2 the background to a scene or situation. 

backcomb ?.7, 3)//. comb (the hair) towards the top 
of the head to make it look thicker. 

backcountry 1. csp. .\. .tmen an arca away from 
settled clistricts. 


'sp. work 


backdate ¢./), 1 put an carlicr date to jan agree- 
mentete., than the actual one. 2 Brit. make retro- 
spectively valicl. 

back doore 1. 1 the coor at the back of a building. 
2 asecretimeans of gaining an objective. @ alirih.ad). 
‘back-door, clandestine, underhand  .fack-dooi 
deal) 

backdrop 2. = vckuror. 

backfill (fr: refill.an excavated hole: with the mate- 
rial cg out of it. 

backfire e #./2/, 1 undergo a mistimed explosion in 
the evlinder or exhaust of an internal-combustion 
engine, 2:of a plan ete.) have the opposite effect to 
what was intended. @ 7. an instance of backfiring. 

back-formation 1. 1 the formation of a word 
from its sceming clerivative ve.g. Jaze trom faz) 
2 a word formed in this way, 

backgammon 2. a game for two played on a board 
with pieces moved according to throws of the dice 

background 7». 1 part of a scene. picture, or 
description, that serves as a settmg to the chict 
figures or objects and foreground. 2 an inconspicu- 
ous position (kepl in the background). 3 a person's 
education, circumstances. 
4 explanatory formation. 

backhand 14, ‘Jeniis etc. 
Te astroke played with 
the back of the hand 
turned — towards 
the opponent, 
2 altihs of or 
made with a 
backhand 
bachhand | 


volley, v 


social 


knowledge, or 


BACKHAND 
ULE SSNS IS CIS RY 


backhanded 


backhanded adj. 1 (of a blow etc.) delivered with 
the back of the hand, or in a direction opposite to 
the usual one. 2 indirect; ambiguous (@ backhanded 
compliment). 3 = BxcKHAND 2, 

backhander n. 1 a a backhand stroke. b a back- 
hanced blow. 2 collog. an indirect attack. 3 Brit. slang 
a bribe. 

backhoe 1. .\. Amer a mechanical excavator which 
draws towards itself a bucket attached to a hinged 
boom. 

backing 7. 1 a support. b a body of supporters. 
¢ material used to form a back or support. 2 musi- 
cal accompaniment. 

backlash n. 1 a marked adverse reaction. 
2 aasudden recoil or reaction between parts of a 
mechanism. b excessive play between such parts. 

backlight ». illumination from behind. o backlit 
adj. 

backlog ». arrears of uncompleted work ete. 

backmarker ». Byi!. a competitor who has the least 
favourable handicap in a race ete. 

backmost ad). furthest back, 

back number ». 1 an issue of a periodical earlier 
than the current one. 2 s/ang an out-of-date person 
or thing. 

backpack e 7. a rucksack. @ “nin travel with a 
backpack. o backpacker /. 

back passage n. Bril. collog. the rectum. 

back-pedal iif: (-pedalled. -pedalling: ['5 
-pedaled. -pedaling) 1 pedal backwards. 2 re- 
verse one s previous acuion or opmion. 

back-projection x». the projection of a picture 
from behind a translucent screen for viewing o1 
filming. 

backrest 1. a support for the back. 

back room », yoficn, with hyphen, aftr) a place 
where secret work is done. 

back seat 1. an inferior position or status 

back-seat driver 7. a person who is cager to 
advise without responsibility (originally of a 
passenger in a car cle. . 

backsheesh var. of \nsuicst. 

backside ». colloq. the buttocks. 

back slang 2. slang using words spelt backwards 
(e.g. 1b). 

backslash »). a reverse solidus \, 

backslide «inl (pas! -slid: pas! part. -slid or 
-slidden) relapse into bad ways or error. 0 back- 
slider ». 

backspace winf: move a typewriter carriage or 
computer cursor back one or more spaces. 

backspin 7. a backward spin imparted to a ball 
causing it to Hy off at an angle on hitting a surface. 

back-stabbing e #1. 
pretending to be friendly. @ adj. behaving in such a 
Wah. 

backstage e ad: 1 heal, out of view of the aucli- 
ence. 2 not known to the public. e adj. that is back- 
stages CONG calec 

backstairs 1./)/, 1 stairs at the back of a building. 
2 also backstair .attri/, 
clandestine activity, 

backstitch e 1. sewing with overlapping stitches. 
DB siticn@ ah & ml. sew using backstiteh 


criticizing someone while 


denoting underhand on 


backstop . La Crike! cic. a fielder directly behind 
the wicketkeeper. b Bavehall = cic 2. © these 
fielding positions. 2 an emergency precaution: a 
last resort 

backstreet »). 1a street away from the main strects. 
2 attrib, denoting Wher activin va backvtreet abortion, 

backstroke 1. « swimming stroke performed on 
the back with the army lifted alternately out of th 
water ina backward circular motion ancl the legs 
extended in a kicking action. 

back-to-back e «finhad. Veesp. Brit. tol hous 
with a party wall at the rear 2 esp..\. aan, Conmsceue 
Uve.@ a. aback-to-back house. @ ad. back to back 
I with backs adjacent and opposite cach other 
stand hack ta back . 2 « Sp. No Der. consecutively 


hh 


back to front «dj. 1 with the back at the front and 
the front at the back. 2 in disorder. 

backtrack winix 1 retrace one’s steps. 2 reverse 
one’s previous action or opinion. 

back-up 7. 1 moral or technical support (called for 
extra back-up). 2 a reserve. 3 (often attrib.) Computing 
a the procedure for making security copies of data 
(back-up facilities). b the copy itself (made a back up). 
4.\. Amer. a queue of vehicles cte. 

backward e ad. = 1cKWwarns. @ adj. 1 directed to 
the rear or starting point (@ backward look). 
2 reversed. 3 mentally retarded. 4 reluctant, shy, 
unassertive. 5 Cricke (of a fielding position) behind 
a line through the stumps at right angles to the 
wicket. [earlier abackuwrd| O backwardness 7. 


w Usage Backward is both an adjective and an 
adverb, while backwards is only an adverb and more 
common than backward as such. 


backwards adi. 1 away from one’s front (lean bach 
wards). 2 a with the back foremost (walk backeards). 
b m reverse of the usual way (count backwards). 
3 a into a worse state (neve policies are taking us back 
wards). b into the past (/ooked backwards over the years). 
c back towards the starting point (rofled backward). 
Oo backwards and forwards to and fro. bend \or 
fall or lean) over backwards collog. make ever) 
eflort. know backwards be entirely familiar with. 


a Usage Sec Usage Note at mack vn. 


backwash vv. 1 a receding waves created by the 
mouion of a ship ete. b a backward current of air 
created by a moving aircraft, 2 repercussions. 

backwater ». 1 a place or condition remote from 
the centre of activity or thought. 2 stagnant water 
fed from a stream. 

backwoods 1.//. 1 uncleared forest land. 2 any 
sparsely inhabited region. 

backwoodsman ». (/)/. -men, 1 an inhabitant of 
backwoods. 2 an uncouth person, 3 a peer who 
very rarcly attends the House of Lords. 

backyard »). 1 Bri. a yard at the back of a house 
etc. 2.\. Amer a back garden. o in one’s own 
backyard :o//og. neav one’s home: in one’s own 
aera, 

baclava var. of BywLw\, 

bacon #. curcd incat from the back or sides of a 
pig. O bring home the bacon (ollog. 1 succeed in 
one’s undertaking, 2 supply material provision or 
support, [from Frankish dado “ham, flitch’] 

bactericide 7. a substance capable of destroying 
bacteria. o bactericidal ad). 

bacteriology 7. the study of bacteria. o bacterio- 
logical «ad. bacteriologist 1. 

bacterium ».( //. bacteria) ¥ a member of a large 
eroup of unicellular micro- 2 
organisms lacking organclles 
and an organized nucleus, 
[froin Greek bakterion ‘little 
stick’ | 0 bacterial ad). 


ribovonie —— es , 


plasma membiane — 


flagellum 


BACTERIUM: 
1 TION THROUGH 
V BAC TLARIEM 


wg Usage .\ very common mistake is the use of 
hactera as the singular form, c.g. The salmonella bacte- 
ra accounts for the mazority af food poisoning casey taday 
Phisis wrong and the form hacteraan should be used 
here instead 


Bactrian camel 7. a camel with two humps, 
Canilus ferns, native to central Asia. & ¢ vi 


bag 


bad e adj. (worse, worst) 1 inferior, inadequate, 
defective (bad work, a bad driver; bad light), 2 a un- 
pleasant (bad weather; bad news). b unfortunate (a bad 
business). 3 harmful (is bad for you), 4 a (of food) 
decayed. b (of the atmosphere) polluted, unhealthy 
(bad air). 5 collog. ill, injured (am feeling bad today; a bad 
leg). 6 collog. regretful, ashamed ( feels bad about it). 
7 (of an unwelcome thing) serious, severe (a bad 
mistake). 8 a morally wicked or offensive (a bad man; 
bad language). b naughty; badly behaved (a bad child). 
9 not valid (a bad cheque). 10 (badder, baddest) 
esp. US slang good, excellent. @ 7. 1 a ill fortune (take 
the bad with the good). b ruin; a degenerate condition 
(go to the bad). 2 the dehit side of an account (£500 
to the bad). 3 (treated as pl.; prec. by the) bad people. 
@ adv. \. Amer. collog. badly (took it bad). 0 in a bad 
way ill: in trouble (/ooked in a bad way). too bad 
collog. (of circumstances etc.) regrettable but now 
beyond retrieval. [Middle English] 0 badness 7. 

bad blood 7. ill lecling. 

bad break 7. collog. 1 a piece of bad luck. 
2 a mistake or blunder. 

bad breath ». unpleasant-smelling breath; halitosis. 

bad debt n. a debt that is not recoverable. 

baddy ». (also baddie) ( //. -ies) collog. a villain. 

bade sce nin. 

bad form 7. an offence against current social 
conventions. 

badge ». I a distinctive emblem worn as a mark of 
office. membership, achievement, licensed employ- 
ment, ete. 2 any feature which reveals a character- 
istic condition or quality. [Middle English] 

badger e 7. 1 ¥ an omnivorous greyish-black 
nocturnal Eurasian mammal, .\feles meles, of the 
weasel family, having a white head with two black 
stripes, and living in burrows called setts. & \urre- 
wrvtit, 2a related N. American animal. Tasidea taxus. 
@ ¢./, pester, harass, tease. []6th-century coinage] 


BADGER 
(Meles meles) 


badinage /bad-in-ahzh/ n, humorous or playful 
ridicule. [French] 
badlands »).)/. extensive uncultivable eroded tracts 
in arid areas. [translation of French miauzaises terres] 
bad lot ». a person of bad character. 
badly «ad. (worse, worst) 1 ina bad manner (works 
badly). 2 collog. very much (wants it badly). 
3 severely (was hadly defeated). 
badminton 7. A a game with rackets in 
which a shuttlecock ts played back and forth 
across a net. [from Badminton in S. England, a 
country house where the game was first 
played| 
bad mouth .\ Aine. slang @ 1. malicious gossip 
or criticism, @ ¢./: (bad-mouth) criticize mali- 
clously: abuse. 
bad news 2. collog. an unpleasant or troublesome 
person or thing. 
bad-tempered «/. irritable; easily annoyed. 
baffle e 2. 1 confuse or perplex. 2 a frustrate or 
hinder (plans ete. b restrain or regulate the 
progress of (fuiecls. sounds, ete.). @ 2. (also baffle 
plate; a device used to restrain the flow of fluid, 
vas, ctc., or to limit the emission of sound, light, 
etc. O bafflement ». baffling adj. bafflingly adr. 
BAFTA /baf-1a/ abbr. British Academy of Filmi and 
lelevision Arts. 
bag ev. 1a receptacle of flexible material with an 
opening at the top. 2 aa piece of luggage ( pul the 
bags in the boot). ba woman's handbag, 3 (in pi.) esp. 


We 


bagatelle 


BADMINTON 


serving player can score a point from a rally. 
net, wit 
alley 


singles 
stdeline 


short- 
service 
, line 


double, 
sedeline 


receiver 


Brit. collog. a large amount (bags of time). 4 (in pl.) 
Brit. collog. trousers. 5 slang derog. a woman, esp. 
regarded as unattractive or unpleasant. 6 (usu. in 
pl.) bagey folds of skin under the eyes. @ 7. (bagged, 
bagging) 1 #: put ina hag, 2 tr a collog. secure; get 
hold of (bagged the best seat). b collog. steal. ¢ shoot 
(game), d (often in phr. bags I) Brit. collog. claim on 
grounds of being the first to do so (bags I go first). 
3 a intr, hang loosely; bulge. b & cause to do this. 
4 tr. Austral. slang criticize, disparage. O bag and 
baggage with all one’s belongings. bag of bones 
an emaciated person or animal. bag of nerves a 
very tense or timid person. in the bag collog. 
achieved; as good as secured. [Middle English] 
D bagful ». (/. -fuls). 

bagatelle ~ 1 a game in which small balls are 
struck into numbered holes on a board, with pins as 


obstructions. 2 a mere trifle. 3 Aus. a short piece of 


music. [from Italian bagatella| 
bagel /bay-gél/ n. a hard-crusted bread roll in the 
shape of a ring. [from Yiddish] 
baggage ”. 1 everyday belongings packed up in 
suitcases etc. for travelling. 2 the portable equip- 
ment of an army. 3 joc. or derog. a girl or woman. 
4 mental encumbrances. [based on Old French 
haguer ‘to tie up’| 
baggy adj. (baggier. baggiest) 1 hanging in loose 
folds. 2 puffed out. 0 bagginess n. 
bag lady n. esp. .V. Amer a homeless woman who 
carries her possessions around in shopping bags. 
bagpipe 2. (usu. in f/.) <a musical 
iustrument consisting of a windbag 
squeezed by the player's arm to force 
air into reeded pipes. 
baguette /ba-get/ n. a long nar- 
row French loaf. [French, from Ital- 
ian baccheito “lite rod} 
bah inf. an expression of 
contempt or disbehet: 
Baha’i /bah-hah-i/ ». 
(pl. Baha’is; an adher- 
ent of a monotheistic 
religion founded in 
1863 as a branch of 
Babism jan offshoot 
of Islam), emphasiz- 
mg religious unity 
and world peace. 
0 Baha’ism 7. 
Bahutu //. of 
fall it: 
bail! e ». 1 money 
etc. required 
security against the 


mouthpiece 


chante. 


19OTH- 
CENTURY FRENCH 
SHLELPSKIN BINIOL 


BAGPIPES: MID- 


as 


Usually an indoor sport, played on a court with a high 
net, badminton singles is played by two opponents, and 
. doubles by teams of two people. The object of the game 4 
is to hit the shuttlecock to the floor on the opposite side 
of the net, so that the shot cannot be returned. Only the 


BADMINTON COURT 


BADMINTON 
RACKED, 


Ld 


SHUTTLECOCK 


server 


doubles 
long-service 
line 


singles long- 
service line 


bach 
boundary 
line 


temporary release of a prisoner pending trial. 
2 a person or persons giving such security, @ @tr 
(usu. foll. by out) 1 release or secure the release of (a 
pr isoner) on payment of bail. oe (also bale by asso- 
ciation with bale out 1: see wvis’) release from a cliffi- 
culty; come to the rescue of, 0 forfeit (or collog. 
jump) bail fail to appear for trial after being 
released on hail. go (or stand) bail act as surety 
(for an accused person). [based on Latin bajulare “to 
bear a burden’ | 

bail? n. 1 Cricket either of the two crosspieces bridg- 
ing the stumps. > cricket. 2 the bar on a typewriter 
holding the paper against the platen. 3a bar sepa- 
rating hofses in an open stable. [from Old French 
bail(e) ‘enclosure’ | 

bail? w/z also Bri. bale 1 (usu. foll. by oul) scoop 
water out of (a boat etc.). 2 scoop (w ater etc.) oul. 
GD bail out var. of bale owl 1 tsee waa.) [based on 
Latin baulus ‘carrier’ | 

bailey 7. (pi. sede 1 the outer wall of a castle. 
2 acourt enclosed by it. sit. [related to axn-7] 

Bailey bridge . a temporary bricye of 
lattice steel designed for rapid assem- 
bly from prefabricated standard 
parts. {named after Sir D. Bailey, 

“ 1901-85, its designer] 

bailie 7. esp. hist, a munici- 
pal officer and magistrate 
in Scotland. [from Old 
French dailli/s) bailitl] 

bailiff x. 1 esp. Bri. a 
sherilf’s officer who exe- 
cutes writs and processes 
and carries out distramts 
and arrests. 2 Brit. the agent o1 


bailey 


Er aa il 


balalaika 


(a chained animal). 2 put bait on (a hook, trap, etc., 
to entice a prey. [from Old Norse deila “to hunt. 
chase’] 

baize 7. a coarse woollen material used as a cover- 
ing or lining. & root. [from French haies, fem. pl. of 
bai *chestnut-coloured’| 

bake e 7. 1 a /; cook (food) by dry heat in an oven 
or on a hot surface, without direct exposure to a 
flame. b ini, undergo the process of being baked. 
2 intr. collog. a (usu. as be baking) (of weather etc.) 
be very hot. b (of a person) be hot. 3 a éx harden 
iclav ete.) by heat. b mir (of clay ete.) be hardened 
by heat, @ 7. 1 the act or an instance of baking. 
2 a batch of baking. 3 US a social gathering at 
which baked food is eaten. o bake blind sce wiinn. 
[Ole English] 

baked Alaska n. sponge cake and ice cream in a 
meringue covering. [from .J/aska, name of a US 
state] 

baked beans 7./. baked haricot beans, usu. Brit. 
tinned in tomato sauce or L/§ cooked with salt pork. 

bakehouse ”. = 1)\Kiky. 

Bakelite 71. propr. » any 
of various thermoset- 
ling resins or plastics 
made from — form- 
aldehyde and phenol 
and used for cables, 
buttons, plates, ete. 
C  COSIUML JEWELLERY. 
[from L.H. Baeheland, its 
Belgian-born inventor, 
1863 1944 

baker ». a person who 
bakes and sells bread, 
cakes, etc., esp. profession- 
ally. (Old English] 

baker’s dozen 1. thirtccn 
tso called from the former bakers’ custom of 
adding an extra loaf to a dozen sold; the exact 
reason for this is unclear). 


BAKELITE 
BABY ALARM (1937 


bakery ». | //. -ies) a place where bread and cakes 
are made or sold. 

baking powder 17. a 

mixture of sodium bicar- 

bonate, cream of tartar, 

used instead of 
yeast in baking. 

baking soda 2. 


molle 


clk 


sodium — bicarbon- 
al. 
baklava 7. (also 


baclava. a rich dessert 
of flaky pastry, honey. 
and nuts, [Turkish] 
baksheesh 2. 
backsheesh: (in some 
oriental countries) a small 
sum of money given as a 
gratuity or as alms. [from 
Persian hak s75] 
balaclava 7. 


‘also 


steward of a landlord. 3.\. .tmer, an BAILEY: NORMAN (in full balaclava 
official ina court of law who keeps MOTTE AND BAILEY CASTLE helmet) a tight woollen garment 
order, looks after prisoners, ete. covering the whole head and neck 


[related to nv] 

bailiwick 1. 1 joc. a person’s sphere of operations or 
particular area of interest. 2 Law the district or 
jurisdicuon of a bailie or bailiff. 

bailout 7. 
business, economy, cte 


financial assistance given to a failing 
, to save it from collapse. 
bain-marie /ban mi-ree/ x, (//, bains- 
marie pronunc. san) a cooking utensil 
consisting of a vessel of hot water in which 
a receptacle can be slowly and gently 
heated. [French, translation of inedieval 
Latin balnewn Mariae bath of Marna alleged 
Jewish alchemist | 
bairn x. Sc. & \Enel. a child. [Old English] 
bait @ 7. 1 food used to entice a prey. 2 an allure- 
ment: something mtended to tempt or entice. 
ef 1a harass or annoy ta person), b torment 


except for parts of the face. worn originally by 
soldiers on active service in the Grimean War. 
{from Balaclava in the Crimea, site of a battle 
(1854) 

balalaika /lal-a-ly-ka/ 7». ¥ a guitar-like musi- 
cal insuaunent having a (iangular body 
and from wvo to four strings. 
> simon. | Russian] 


as yrings 


vound hor 


BALALAIKA 


balance 


balance e 7. 1 an apparatus for weighing, esp. one 
with a central pivot, beam, and two scales. 
2 aa counteracting weight or force. b (in full 
balance wheel) the regulaung device in a 
clock etc. 3a an even distribution of weight or 
amount. b stability of body or mind (regained his 
balance). 4 a preponderating weight or amount 
(the balance of opinion). 5 a an agreement between or 
the difference between credits and debits in an 
account. b the difference between an amount due 
and an amount paid (zz pay the balance next week). 
can amount left over; the rest. 6 a dr/ harmony 
of design and proportion. b .Via. the relauve 
volume of various sources of sound \bad balance 
between violins and trumpets). 7 the Balance; the 
zodiacal sign or constellation Libra. © rinks. 
@¢. 1d (foll. by with, against) offset or compare (once 
thing) with another (must balance the advantages with 
the disadvantages, 2 tr, counteract, equal, or neutral- 
ize the weight or importance of: 3 a i bring into 
or keep in equilibrium (Aalanced a book on her head). 
b tnt. be in equilibrium balanced on one leg). 4 tr (usu. 
as balanced adj.) establish equal or appropriate 
proportions of elements in (a halanced diel), 
5 & weigh (arguments etc.’ agamst cach other. 
6 a fr, compare and esp. equalize debits and credits 
of {an account). b dfe (of an account) have credits 
and debits equal. o in the balance uncertaim at a 
critical stage. on balance all thines considered. 
strike a balance choose a moderate corse 0} 
compromise. [from Late Latin bilancia, based on 
libra bilany “balance having two. scale-pans’| 
0 balancer ». 

balance of payments 7. the difference in valuc 
between payments into and out of a country. 
balance of power #. 1 a situation in which states 
of the world have roughly equal power. 2. the 
power held by a small group when larger groups 
are of equal strength. 
balance of trade ». the 
between imports and exports. 
balance sheet ». a written statement of the 
balance of assets and liabiliges of an organization. 


dilerence in value 


balance wheel sce svivvci 7. 2h. 

balancing act 7. an action or activity that requires 
achieving a delicate balance between different 
requirements. 

balcony 2. (//. -ies: 1a usu. balustraded platform 
on the outside of a building, with access from 
an upper-floor window or door. 2 a the ticr of seats 
in a theatre above the dress circle. b the upstairs 
seats in a cinema ctc. ©.\. Amer. the dress circle in a 
theatre. [from Italian 4aleone] 0 balconied ad). 

bald ad. 1 with the scalp wholly or partly lacking 
hair, 2 not covered by the usual hair, feathers, 
leaves, ete. 3 collog. with the surface worn away 
a bald tyr .4a blunt, unclaborated ta bald statement ;. 
b undiseuised ithe bald effronters. S meagre or dull 
a bald shk;. 6 marked with white, esp. on the face 
(a bald hore; [oviginally m sense “haying a white 
blaze’: Middle Enghsh] a balding adj. .in senses 
| 3). baldly ade. in sense |. baldness ». 

baldachin /bal-da-kin/ v. also baldaquin) a 
ceremonial canopy altar throne, ete. 
[based on Ttalian Buldaeco Baghdad’, source of rich 
brocadc| 

bald eagle nn. a white-headed cagle. Hahacetus 
hucoc phates, used as the emblem of the United 
States, & 

balderdash 7. scnscless talk or writing: nonsense 
Jearher 17th ¢., a the sense “a mixture of drinks’, 
then “a senscless jumble of words: origin unknown] 

baldhead ». a person with a bald head, 


bale! ew. Fa bundle of merchandise or hay cte. 

tightly wrapped and bound with cords or haps. 
2 the quantity ina bale asa measure, @ 7.2. make up 
into bales. o bale jor bail, out 1 vot a pilot etc. 
make an emergency parachute descent from an 
aircraft (cf nau? 2 = wuts. 2. (Middle English, 
related to 8 || 


bale? Brit. var. of wy? [Old Enelish| 


OVCY Alt 


Ivadi 


vale frites 


BALEEN WHALE: B11 WHALE 
(Balaenuplera musculus) 


baleen whale 7, A any of various whales of the 
suborder Mysticeti, having plates of whalebone in 
the mouth for straining plankton from the water. 
CD PILILR-PLEDING, WIIAEE 

baleful «dj. 1 gloomy, menacing. 2 harmful. malig- 
nant, destructive. Oo balefully «do. 

baler 7. a machine for making bales of hay, straw, 
metal, ete. 

balk var. of wwir. 

Balkan e adj. 1 of or relating to the region of SE 
Europe bounded by the Adriatic, the Aegean, and 
the Black Sea. 2 of or relating to tts peoples or 
countries. @ 7, (the Balkans; the Balkan countries. 
[Turkish] 

Balkanize ¢/). ‘also -ise divide ian area: into 
smaller mutually hostile states. 0 Balkanization n. 

ball'e 7. 1 a solid or hollow sphere, esp. for use ina 
game, 2 a a ball-shaped object (hall of wool). 
b a rounded part of the body (hall of the foot). 
3 a solid non-explosive missile for a cannon ete. 
4a single delivery of a ball in cricket. baseball. ete. 
or passing of a ball in football. 5 tin pli cuaise slang 
a the testicles. b Brit. nonsense, rubbish, ¢ courage. 
@ <1 A. squeeze or wind into a ball. 2 mb. form into 
a ball or balls. the ball is in your etc. court you 
ete. must be next to act. balls tor Brit. ball) up 
coarse Slang ungle; make a mess of, on the ball 
rollog. alert. play ball collog. cooperate. start etc, 
the ball rolling set an activity in mouon. [from 
Old Norse bé/tr| 

ball? ». 1 a formal social gathering for dancing. 
2 slang an enjoyable time (esp. haze a hall). [based on 
Late Latin balkoe “to dance | 

ballad 7. 1 a poem or song narrating a popular 
story. 2 a slow sentimental or romanuc song. [from 
Provengal balada “dancine-song | 

ballade /ba-lahd/ n. 1 a poem of one or more 
triplets of stanzas with a repeated refrain and a 
short stanza m conclusion. 2 \fus. a short lyrical 
piece. [earher spelling of sacvp} ' 

balladry 1. ballad poctry. 

ball-and-socket joint 7. a joint in which a 
rounded end lies in a concave socket. & Join 

ballaste. l any heavy material placed in a ship or 
the ear of a balloon ete. to secure stability. 2 coarse 
stone ete. used to form the bed of a railway wack 
or road. 3 a mixture of coarse anc fine aggregate 
for making concrete. @ of T provide with ballast. 
2 allord stability or weight to. {1} Oth-century coinage | 

ball-bearing 7. 1m a bearing in 
which the two halves are sepa- 
rated by a ring of small metal 
balls which reduce lriction, 
2 one of these balls. 

ballboy 
ballgirl, 
boy or girl who retrieves 
balls that go out of play. 

ballcock 7. a floating ball 
on a hinged arm. whose 
movement up and down 
controls the water level ina 
CIsterH ele 


Nn. t fem. 
Tennis ete. a 


BALL-BEARING 


ballyhoo 


ballerina 7. a female ballet dancer. [Italian, “danc- 
ing mistress’ | 

ballet 7. 1 a a dramatic or representational style of 
dancing and mime, using set steps and techniques 
and usu. accompanied by music: b a particular 
piece or performance of ballet. ¢ the music for this. 
2 a company performing ballet. {from Italian 
balletto “little dance’) 6 balletic ad). 

balletomane 7. a devoice of ballet. 

ball game 7. 1 a any game played with a ball. 
b.N. clmex a game of baseball. 2 esp. Amer. collog. 
a particular affair or concern (a whole new hall game). 

ballgirl sce 1vit.soy. 

ballistic adj. 1 of or relating to projectiles. 2 mov- 
ing under the force of gravity only. 0 go ballistic 
esp. .N. Amen, slang become furious. 

ballistic missile 7. ® a missile which 
is initially powered and guided but 


falls under gravity on its target. ie 
Sed . er ne 
ballistics 7. the science of projec- 
tiles and firearms. : 
3 : whistle 
ball lightning 7. a rare 
elobular form of lightning. 
ballocks var. of Boitocks. hint Ht. 
MISSILE: 


balloon e@ x. 1 a small pce Wort 
inflatable rubber pouch wre ypessvce 


with a neck, used as a Reavers 
child’s toy or as decoration. 

2 a large bag inflatable Pe ys 
with hot air or gas to make it body 


rise in the air, often carrying a 
basket for passengers, [  HOI-AIR 
Batwoor, 3 collog, a balloon shape enclosing 
the words or thoughts of characters in a 
comic strip. 4 a large globular drinking 
glass. @ 2. 1 intr G ty swell out or cause to 
swell out like a balloon. 2 idx travel by 
balloon. © when the balloon goes up 
collog. when the action or trouble starts. 
{from French ballon ‘largé ball’} 
a balloonist ». . 
ballot e 7. 1 a process of voting, stabilizing 
in writing and usu. secret. 2 the jj, : 
‘otal of votes recorded in q ballot. \ 
3 the drawing of lots. 4 a paper 
or ticket etc. used in voting, @ zw (balloted, 
balloting) 1 wir (usu. foil. by for) a hold a 
hallot, give a vote. b draw lots for 
precedence ete. 2 i take a ballot of (the 
unum halloted its members). [\talian ballotta, 
‘Tittle ball’ diminuuve of dalla sau! (from the 
practice of registering votes by placing coloured 
balls im a container] 
ballot box n. a sealed box into which voters put 
completed ballot papers. 
ballot paper 7. Bri/. a slip of paper used to register 
a vote. 
ballpark 7. .\..fmex 1a baseball ground. 2 \att7b,) 
eolleg. approximate, rough (@ ballpark figure). Oin the 
right ballpark collog. close to one’s objective; 
approximately correct, 
ballpoint 2. (in {ull ballpoint pen) a pen with a 
tiny ball as its writing point. 
ball-race 7. 1 a ring-shaped groove in which the 
balls of a ball-bearing move. 2 a ball-bearing. 
ballroom ». a large room for dancing. 
ballroom dancing 2. formal social dancing as a 
recreation or performed competitively. 
balls-up 7. Bril. coarse slang a confused or bungled 
STUN, 
ballsy ad). slang 1 manly, powerful. 2 courageous. 
[based on wu! 2. Se] 
ball valve n. a valve opened or closed by a ball 
which fits into a cup-shaped opening. 
bally ad. & adv. Brit. slang a mild form of bloody 
(see Boon, adj. 3) (took the bally lot). [alteration of 
BLOODS | 
ballyhoo 1. 1 a loud noise or fuss; a confused state 
or commotion. 2 extravagant or sensational public- 
ity. []9th-century coinage, originally US: origin 
unknown] 


aaa E—_, 


balm 


balm ». 1 an aromatic ointment for anoint- 
ing, soothing, or healing. 2 a fragrant and 
medicinal exudation from certain trees and 
plants. 3 a soothing influence. 4 » any 
aromatic herb, esp. one of the genus 
Melissa. 5 a pleasant perfume or fragrance. 
[Middle English, related to natsam] 

balmy «dj. (balmier, balmiest) 1 mild 
and fragrant; soothing, 2 yielding balm. 
3 esp. Brit. slang = sary. 

baloney 2. (also boloney) (//. -eys) s/ang 
1 humbug, nonsense. 2. Amer. a large 
sinoked sausage made of 
bacon, veal, pork, suet, and 


other meats, and sold ready BALM: 

for eating. [alteration of | LEMON BALM 

Bologna, a city in Italy] (Afelissa 
balsa 7. 1 (in full balsa officinalis) 


wood) a type of tough light- 
weight wood used for making 
models, rafts, etc. 2 the tropical American trec, 
Ochroma lagopus, from which it comes. {Spanish, 
literally ‘raft’ ] 
balsam 7. 1 an aromatic resinous exudation 
obtamed from various trees and shrubs and used as 
a base for certain fragrances and medical prepara- 
tions. 2 an ointment, esp. one composed of a 


substance dissolved in oil or turpentine. 3 any of 
various trees or shrubs which yield balsam. 4 anv of 


several flowering plants of the genus Jmpatieny. 
[from Latin ba/samum| Oo balsamic «adj. 

balsam fir n. a N. American tree. Abies balsamea. 
which yields balsam. 

balsamic vinegar 77. a dark, sweet, Italian vinegar, 
matured in wooden barrels. 

Balti n. a type of Pakistani curry, usu. cooked and 
served in a dish like a shallow wok. |20th-century 
coinage | 

baluster n. each of a series of usu. ornamental 
short posts or pillars supporting a rail or coping cte. 
[from Greek balaustion ‘wild-pomegranate flower’, 
which the baluster resembles in shape| 


w Usage Batusler is sometimes contused with banis- 
ter because their meanings overlap. A baluster is 
usually a curved ornainental post forming part of a 
balustrade which is mainly found around a gallery, 
bridge, or terrace. 

A banister is a post supporting the handrail of a 
staircase. It can also mean the posts together with 
the rail. In this case it is often used in the plural. 

Occasionally, a large staircase in a grand house 
may have ornamental carved banisters, in which 
case they may be called balusters. 


balustrade 17. a railing supported by baluster- 
[French, related to uvits11.k] O balustraded ad). 
bambino /bam-bee-noh/ x. (//. bambini 
/-nee/) collog. a young child. [Italian, literally “little- 
silly’ 
bamboo »). 1 4a giant 
= woody grass of the 
mainly tropical sub- 
family  Bambusidac. 
2 its hollow jointed 
stem, used as a stick or 
to make furniture ete. 
{from Matey| 
bamboo shoot 7. i 
young shoot — ol 
bamboo, caten as a 
vegetable. 
bamboozle wl, 
collag. cheat, hoax, 
mystify. [1 8th-century 
comage| 
ban e «/, -banned. 
banning) forbid, prohibit. 
esp. formally, @ n. a formal 
or authoritative prohibiuon 
ta ban on smoking. [from Old 
French ban ‘public proclamation | 
banal /ba-nahl/ adj. write, feeble, commonplace. 
[originally in sense “compulsory”, hence ‘common 


(0 all] o banality », ( pl. -ies). 


BAMBOO: 
BLACK BAMBOO 


Phyllostachys nigra) 


banana ». 1 a long curved fruit with soft pulpy 

flesh and yellow skin when ripe. & brery. 2 (in 

full banana tree) the tropical and subtropical 
treelike plant, Afusa sapientum, bearing this. 
O go bananas slang become crazy or angry. 
[from a native name in Guinea] 

a banana plug nz. a single-pole connector 
having a curved spring along its tip, used for 
electronic devices. 
banana republic 7. dog. a small statc 
economically dependent on one trade and 
therefore dependent on foreign capital. 
banana skin 7. 1 the skin of a banana. 

2 a cause of upset or humiliation; a blunder. 
banana split 7. a sweet dish made with split 
bananas, ice cream, sauce, etc. 

band 'e 7. 1 a flat, thin strip or loop of mater- 
ial put round something (headband). 2 a a strip of 
material forming part of a garment (hatband; wazst- 
band). b a stripe of a different colour or material on 
an object. 3 a range or category within which items 
all (lax band: top band of the fifth form). 4 a a range of 

requencies or wavelengths in a spectrum. b a 

range of values within a series. 5 a plain gold ring. 

6 \ ech. a belt connecting wheels or pulleys. 7 (in p/.) 

a collar having two hanging strips, worn by some 

awyers. ministers, and academics in formal cress. 

@vfc 1 put a band on. 2 a mark with stripes. b (as 

banded adj.) Bot. & ool. marked with coloured 

vands or stripes, 3 a divide into, or arrange in, 
yands or ranges with a view to treating the bands 
differently. b group (pupils) on the basis of ability. 
lrom Old French; sense 6: from Old Norse] 
band? e 7. 1 a a group of musicians who play 
together brass band: rock band ). b collog. an orchestra. 
2 an organized group of people having a common 
object, esp. of a criminal nature (band of cut-throats). 
@ vi & inh, form into a group for a purpose (band 
together for mutual protection). [from medieval Latin banda] 
bandage @ ». 1 a strip of material for binding up a 
wound ete. 2 a picce of material usec as a blinclfold. 
@ «/x bind (a wound ete.) with a bandage. [French] 

Band-Aid 7. \also band-aid; 1 prop: a a type of 
sticking plaster with a gauze pad. b a piece of this. 
2 a makeshift or temporary solution. 


bandanna 7. « large coloured handkerchiel 0+ 
neckerchict. 
B. & B. ahbr salso b. & b. bed and breakfast. 
bandbox ». a cardboard box for carrying hats, used 
originally for neckbands. o out of a bandbox 
extremely neat, 
‘bandeau /ban-doh/ 1. | p/. bandeaux /-dohz/) a 
narrow band worn round the head. [French| 
banderilla ». « clecorated dart thrust into a bull’s 
neck or shoulders during a bullfight. (Spanish, 
literally “little banner’| 


bandicoot /. 1 ® any mainly insect- , 


cating marsupial of the family 
Peramcelidae, of Australia and New 
Guinea. 2 cin lull bandicoot rat 
i destructive .Asian rat of the 
genus Bandicola. [from Telugu 
(a language of SE India; 
pandikokku “pig-rat | 


BANDICOOT: 
RABBI E-LARLD 
i rrcoootae 


UMacrotis lagratis) 4 


a” 


banding 7. 1 the presence or formation of visible 
bands or stripes. 2 division into a serics of categorics. 

bandit ». | p/. bandits or banditti) 1 a robber or 
murderer, esp. a member of a gang, 2 an outlaw. 
[from Ltahian bandito banned’) 0 banditry 1. 

bandleader ». the leader of a musical band. 

bandmaster #. the conductor of a (esp. military or 
brass! band. 


banjo 


bandolier /ban-dé-leer/ 2. (also 
bandoleer) ¥ a shoulder-belt with 
loops or pockets for cartridges. 
[from French bandouliere| 


BANDOLIER: 

First WORLD 
War BRITISH 

BANDOLIER 


buckle . 
ammunition 


: pouch 
weaist 


belt loop 


bandsaw ».. an endless saw, consisting of a steel belt 
with a serrated edge running over wheels. 

bandsman ” ( /)/. -men) a player in a band. 

bandstand ». a covered outdoor platform for a 
band to play on. 

bandwagon ». orig. US. a wagon used for carrying 

a band in a parade etc. 0 climb (or jump) on the 

bandwagon join a group that seems likely to 

succeed. 

bandwidth n. the range of frequencies within a 
given band (see nani! n. 4a). 

bandy' adj. (bandier, bandiest) 1 (of the legs) 
curved so as to be wide apart at the knees. 2 (also 
bandy-legged) (of a person) having bandy legs. 

bandy? 7:/r: (-ies, -ied) 1 a pass (a story, rumour, 
etc.) to and fro. b throw or pass (a ball etc.) to and 
fro. 2 discuss disparagingly (bandied her name about). 

3 exchange (blows, msults, etc.) (don't bandy words 

with me. 

bane 7. 1 the cause of ruin or trouble (esp. the bane 
of one’ life). 2 poet. ruin; woe. 3 archaw (except in 
comb.) poison (ratshane). [Old English] a baneful ad). 
bang e ». 1 aa Joud short sound. b an explosion. 
¢ the report of a gun. 2 aa sharp blow. b the sound 
of this. 3.cin pl, esp. .\. dimer a fringe of hair cut 
straight across the forehead. e «1 t @ int strike or 
shut noisily (banged on the lable: 2 tr & int, make or 
cause to make the sound of a blow or an explosion. 

3 fi, esp..\. Amer. cut (hair) in bangs. @ ade. 1 with a 

bang or sudden impact. 2 esp. Brit. collog. exactly 

(bang in the middle). 0 bang on Brit. collog. exactly 

right. bang on about talk teciously and at length 

about. bang up 1 Brit. co/log. imprison (a person). 

2 .\. Amer. damage or injure (a person or thing). 

go bang 1 (of a door etc.) shut noisily. 2 explode. 

3 collog. be suddenly destroyed (bang went their 

chances). go with a bang go successfully. [1 6th- 

century comage} 
banger n. csp. Bril. 1 slang a sausage. 2 slang an old 
car, 3a loud firework. 

Bangladeshi e ». ( /)/. samc or Bangladeshis) a 
native or inhabitant of Bangladesh, in the north- 
cast of the Indian subcontinent. e adj. of or 
relating to Bangladesh or its people. 

bangle n. a rigid ornamental hand worn round the 
arm. [from Hindi bangl ‘glass bracelet] 

banian var. of myo. 

banish ¢./. 1 formally expel. 2 dismiss from one’s 
presence or mind. [Middle English] 0 banish- 
ment /. 


banister 7, jalso bannister) 1 (ofien in //.) the 
uprights and handrail at the side of a staircase. 
2 cach of these uprights. & vLwu.. [earlier barriser, 
corrupuon of BaLest Rr] 


w Usage Sec Usage Note at nutsirr. 


banjo #. \ /)/. -os or -oes) a stringed musical instru- 

ment with a neck and head like a guitar and an 
open-backed body consisting of — parchment 
stretched over a metal hoop. [based on Greek 
pandowa “three-stringed lute’| 


bank 


bank'e ». 1 a the sloping edge of land by a river. 
b the arca of ground alongside a river, 2 a raised 
shelf of ground: a slope. 3.an elevation in the sea o1 
a river bed. 4 a the artificial slope of a road ete.. 
enabling vehicles to maintain speed round a curve. 
b the sideways tilt of an aircraft when turning in 
flight. 5 a mass of cloud, fog, snow, etc. ev. 1. & 
int, heap or rise into banks, 2 @ heap up (a fire 
tightly so that it burns slowly. 3 a ir. (of a vehicle or 
aircraft or its occupant) travel with one side highe: 
than the other in rounding a curve. b fr. cause (a 
vehicle or aircraft) to clo this. [from Old Norse bakhi] 

bank? e 1. 1. aa financial establishment which uses 
money deposited by customers for investment. pavs 
it out when required, makes loans at interest, cte. 
b a building in which this business takes place. 
2 the money or tokens held hy the banker in some 
gambling games. b the banker in such games. 
3 a place for storing anything for future use (data 
bank). @ @ bf. deposit in a bank. 2 inf: engage in 
business as a banker. 3 inf, keep money (at a bank). 
o bank on rely on '/'m banking on your help). [origi- 
nally in sense ‘a money-dealers’ bench’: from 
medieval Latin banca, bancus| 

bank? ». 1 & row of similar objects. esp. of keys, lights. 
or switches. 2 a der of oars. [from Old French dane] 

bankable ad. 1 certain to bring profit. 
2 acceptable at a bank. 3 reliable (a banhubli 
repulation .O bankability ». 

bank balance ». the amount of money 
held in a bank account. 

bank card 7. = citi ¢ Rn. 

banker ». 1 a person who manages or 
owns a bank. 2 a keeper of the bank or 
dealer in some gambling eames. 3 Brit. a 
result forecast identically in several football- 
pool entries on one coupon. 

banker’s order ». )//. an instruction to a bank 
to pay money or deliver property 

bank holiday ». 4 day on which banks are officially 
closed. in the UR usu. kept as a public holiday. 

banking v. the business transactions of a bank. 

banknote ». ¥ a banker's promissory note. payable 
to the bearer on demand, and serving as money 


denomination vital nunibe hologram 
F 
fail patch 


BCE ron en ext exe ee 
= 


SPECIMEN 


TOO eeRO 


BANKNOTE: 


LO0-1URO NOTI 


bankroll orig. V2 ties. @ 7. La roll of banknotes. 
2 fincls. @ fe cullog. support financially, 

bankrupt e «a. 1 declared in 
unable to pay debts. 2 undergoing the legal process 
resulting from this, @ 2. Loan 
Whose estate is administered and disposed of for 


Insolvent: iw 


Insolvent person 


the benefit of the creditors. 2 an insolvent debtor. 
@ of. make bankrupt. [front Italian Aanca rotta 
‘broken bench’. related to wwwx?) a bankruptcy » 
pl. -1es 

banksia yoann everereen flowerme shrub of the 
eenus G a. Native to Nustvalia, [named afier Sir 
J. Banks. Unglish naturalis 1744) 1820] 

bank statement vv. 4 printed statement of transac- 
toons and balance issued p moccetlly to the holder 
af abank wecom, 

banner 7. 1 a a laree rectangular sign bearing a 
slogan or design and usu. carried on two side-pok 
or a crossbar in a demonstiation or procession. ba 
long strip of Cloth etc. bearing a slogan. 2a slogan 
or phrase used tor 14 pre CMe al hehel mb pry yok 


3 a flag on a pole used as the standard of a king, 
knight, ete. [from Old French baniere| 

banner headline 7. a large newspaper headline. 

bannister var. of synisrer: 

bannock x. Sc. & .\Fngl. a round flat loaf, usu. 
unleavenedl. [Old English] 

banns 7.//. a notice read out on three successive 
Sundays in a parish church, announcing an 
intended marriage and giving the opportunity for 
objections. [pl. variant of nx] 

banoffi pie 7. a pie with a banana and tofice filling. 
{from blend of syxasy and torre] 

banquet e 7. 1 an claborate feast. 2 a dinner 
for many people followed by speeches. @ 
banqueted, banqueting, 1 mf. hold a banquet. 
2 ( entertain with a banquet. [from French, liter- 
ally ‘little bench’] 

banquette /bang-ket/ n. an upholstered bench 
along a wall. [from Italian banchetta “little bench’] 

banshee ». /, & Sv. a female spirit whose wailing 
warns of a death in a house. [from Old Irish ben sid 
‘woman of the fairies’] 

bantam 1. 1 <a breed of 


BANTAM: 5 = : 
PLEIN small domestic fowl, of 
FSO One which the cock is aggres- 


2 a small but 
aggressive person. [ap- 
parently from Banten in 

Java, although the fowl is 

not native there} 

bantamweight ». 1 a 

weight in certain sports inter- 

mediate between flyweight 
and featherweight. 2 a boxer 
etc. of this weight. 
banter e@ 7. eood-humoured 
teasing. @ v. 1 fm ridicule in a 
good-humoured way. 2 int: talk 
teasingly. [17th-century coinage] 

Bantu e 7. ,//. same or Bantus 

1 offen. a a large group of Negroid peoples of 

central ancl southern Africa. b a member of any of 

these peoples. 2 the group of languages spoken by 
them, @ ad). of or relating to these peoples (offens.). 
or languages. [Bantu. literally ‘people’ 


COCK BINGs 


a Usage Sanu. originally a neutral ‘scientific’ 
term, became strongly associated with apartheid 
policies in South .Africa and is therefore regarded 
as offensive with reference to the peoples. 


Bantustan 1”, SAfi: hist. culloy. derog. = HoMel.AND 2 
banyan ». (also banian {also banyan tree) an 
Indian fig tree, Ficus benghalensis, the branches of 
which hang down and root themselves. [from 
Gujarati vaio “man of trading caste’, applicd orig- 
inally to a tree sheltering the pagoda of Hindu 
traders] 
banzai e@ #7//. a Japanesc battle-cry. @ alirib.adj. reck- 
[ Japanese. literally ‘ten 
thousand years (of life to youy’] 
baobab 7. 1 » an .\frican tree. 4 
Adansonia digitata, with an enor- 
mously thick trunk and large 
ecible pulpy fruit hanging 
down on. stalks. 2 a related 
Australian tree, Adansonia gregonii. 


less. 


bap . Bri. a soli flattish bread roll. 
| }6th-century coinage] 

baptism 7. 1 a the religious rite, 
symbolizing admission to the Ghris- 
tian Ghureh, of sprinkling or pour- 
ing water on to the forchead, or 
usu. only with adults: of immer- 
sion, generally accompanied by 
name-ei ing, b the act of baptizing 
or being bapuzed. 2 an initiation, 
eg ilo batile. [from ecclesiastical 
Greek baptismos “ceremonial wash- 
ing | baptismal «ad. 

baptism of fire 7. 1 initiation into battle. 2 a 
pamnfal new undertaking or experience, 


BAOBAB 
(Adansonia 
digtlala 


| 


barbecue 


baptist 7. 1 a person who baptizes, esp. John the 
Baptist. 2 (Baptist) a member of a Protestant 
Christian denomination advocating baptism only 
of adult believers by total immersion, [based on 
Greek baptizein ‘to baptize’] : 

baptistery 1. (also baptistry) (f/. -1es) 1 the part 
of a church used for baptism, 2 (in a Baptist chapel) 
a sunken receptacle used for total immersion. 

baptize w/r {also -ise) 1 (also absol.) administer 
baptism to. 2 give a name or nickname to. [from 
Greek bapiizein ‘to baptize’) 

bar'e 7. 1a long rod or piece of rigid wood, metal. 
etc. 2 a something resembling a bar (bar of soap; bar 
of chocolate). b the heating element of an electric 
fire. c Bri. a metal strip below the clasp of a medal, 
awarded as an extra distinction. d a sandbank or 
shoal at the mouth of a harbour or an estuary. 
3 aa barrier of any shape. b a restriction (a bar to 
promotion). 4 a a counter across which alcohol or 
refreshments are served. b a room in a public house 
in which customers may sit and drink. ¢ a public 
house. da small shop or stall serving refreshments 
(snack bar). € a specialized department in a large 
store {heel bar). 5 a an enclosure in which a prisoner 
stands in a law court. b a particular court of law. 
6 Afw. a any of the sections of usu. equal time 
value into which a musical composition is divided 
by vertical lines across the staff. & Noivion. b = BAR 
unc. 7 ithe Bar) Law a barristers collectively. b the 
profession of barrister. @ wir (barred, barring) 
1 a fasten with a bar or bars. b (usu. foll. by in, out) 
shut or keep in or out. 2 obstruct (bar his progress). 
3 (usu. foll. by from) exclude (bar them from attending). 
4 mark with stripes. @ prep. 1 esp. Brit. except all bar 
a few). 2 Bri. Racing except (the horses indicated, 
used in stating the odds) (33-/ bar three). O bar 
none with no exceptions. be called to the bar 
Brit. be admitted as a barrister. behind bars in 
prison. [from Old French barre (n.), barrer (v.)] 

bar? n. esp. .\feteorol. a unit of pressure, 10' newton 
per square metre, approx® one atmosphere. [from 
Greek baros ‘weight’| 

barathea /ba-ra-th’ee-4/ n. a fine woollen cloth, 
sometimes mixed with silkor cotton. used 

csp. for coats, suits. etc. [19th-century 

comage | ; 

barbev. 1» an angled projection from 

an arrow, fish-hook, etc. & mwkKt. 

2 a deliberately hurtful remark. 3 a 

beardlike filament at the mouth 

of some fish. @ v./z 1 provide 
fan arrow ete.) with a barb or 
barbs. 2 (as barbed adj.,jof a 
remark ctc.) deliberately hurt- 
ful. [from Latin harba ‘beard’] 

oO barbless «adj. 

barbarian e ». 1 an uncultured or 
brutish person. 2 a member of a 
primitive community or tribe. @ adj. 
1 rough and uncultured. 2 uncivi- 
lized. [originally of any foreigner: 
based on Greek barbaros ‘foreign’ ] 

barbaric adj. barbarically 

ad. 


harb 


BARBS ON AN 
ARROWHEAD 


barbarism 7. 1 a the absence of 

culture and civilized standards: ignorance and 
rudeness. b an example of this. 2a word or expres- 
sion not considered correct; a solecism. 3 anything 
considered to be in bad taste. [based on Greek 
barbarizen “to speak like a foreigner’ | 

barbarity 7: p/. -ies 1 savage cruelty, 2 an exam- 
ple of this. 

barbarize »./). & intr. (also -ise) make or become 
barbarous. 0 barbarization n. 

barbarous adj. 1 uncivilized. 2 cruel. 3 coarse and 
unrefined. G barbarously ad. barbarousness #1, 

barbecue e 7. 1 a a meal cooked on an open fire 
out of doors, esp. meat grilled on a metal appliance. 
b a party at which such a meal is cooked. 2 a the 
metal appliance usec for the preparation of a barbe- 
cue. b a usu. brick structure containing such an 


barbecue sauce 


appliance. @ ut, (barbecues, barbecued, bar- 
becuing) cook (esp. meat) on a barbecue. {from 
Spanish barbacoa ‘wooden frame on posts’]’ 

barbecue sauce 7. a highly seasoned sauce in 
which meat may be cooked. 

barbed wire 7. wire bearing sharp pointed spikes 
close together and used in fencing, or in warfare 
as an obstruction. 

barbel 7. 1 » any large European 
fresh-water fish of the genus 


Barbus, with fleshy 
filaments hanging 
from its mouth. 


2 such a filament 
growing from the 
mouth of any fish. 
{from Late Latin 
barbellus ‘little barbel or beard’} 


barbell 7. ¥ an iron bar with a series of graded 
discs at each end, used for weightlifting exercises. 


barbel 


collar bar 


weight disc 


BARBELL 


barber 7. a men’s hairdresser. {based on Latin barba 
‘beard’ | 

barberry 7. (p/. -ies) 1 any shrub of the genus 
Berberis, with spiny shoots, yellow flowers, and 
ovoid red berries. 2 its berry. {from Old French 
berberis| 

barber-shop 7. a popular style of close harmony 
singing. esp. for four male voices. 


barber’s pole 7. red-and-white striped pole hung 


outside barbers’ shops as a business sign. 
barbican 7. the outer defence of a city, castle, etc., 
esp. a double tower above a gate or drawbridge. 
[from Old French barbacane| 
barbitone 7. ((’S barbital, a sedative drug. 
barbiturate 7. any derivative of barbituric acid 
used in the preparation of sedative drugs. 
barbituric acid 7. Chem. an organic acid 
which various sedatives are derived. 
Barbour /bah-ber/ 7. (in full Barbour jacket) 
prop. a type of green waxed jacket. [named after 
J. Barbour, died 1918, English draper who sold 
waterproof clothing} 


from 


barcarole 7. (also barcarolle) 1 a song sung by 
Venetian gondoliers. 2 music in 
this. [from Venetian Italian barcarola “hoatman’s 
song | 

bar chart 7. (also bar graph) a chart or graph 
using bars to represent quantity. 

bar code 7. Pm 4 

machine-readable code 

in the form of a pattern 

of stripes printed on 

and identifying a com- 


mioclity. 
bard 1. 1 Aisi. a Celtic 780751 30416 
minstrel. 2 poet. a poet, 
BAR CODE 


esp. one treating heroic 
themes. [from Celuc 
B bardic wd). 

bare e adj. 1 (esp. of part of the body) unclothed 
or uncovered (z//h bare head), 2 without appropri- 
ate covering or contents: a (of a tree) leafless. 
b empty (Aare roms; the cupboard was bare). ¢ (of a 
floor) uncarpeted. 3 a undisguised (the ioe truth). 
b unadorned (dave facts). 4 (attrih,) a scanty (a bar 
majority). b mere (bare necessities). @ vf uncover, 
yeveal. O bare of without. with one’s bare 
hands without using tools or weapons. [Old 
English| o bareness 7. 

bareback adj. & adv. on an unsaddled horse ete. 

(barefaced 


barefaced adj. undiseuised; impudent 


cheek). Q barefacedly ad. 


BARBEL (Barbus barbus) 


imitation of | 
barium /bair-i-iim/ 


barely adv. 1 only just; scarcely (barely escaped). 
2 scantily (barely furnished). 3 archaic openly, 
explicitly. 
barf ». intr. collog., chiefly N. Amer. vornit. 
bargain e 7. 1 a an agreement on the terms of a 
transaction or sale. b this seen from the buyer’s 
viewpoint (a bad bargain). 2 something acquired 
or offered cheaply. @ unix (often foll. by zuth, 
for) discuss the 
terms of a trans- 
action. 0 bargain 
for (or collog. on) 
(usu. with neg actual 
or implied) expect 
(didn't bargain foi 
bad weather). 
bargain on rely on. into (LS in) 
the bargain in addition to what 
{from Old French bargaine (n.), 
\.)| o bargainer 7. 
barge e@ 7. 1 a long flat-bottomed boat for carry- 
ing freight on canals etc. 2 a long ornamental 
boat used for pleasure or ceremony. 3 a boat 
used by the chief officers of a warship. 
e. 1 intr (often foll. by around) lurch or 
rush clumsily about. 2 ini (foll. by i, into) 
a interrupt rudely (barged in while we were 
kissing). b collide with (barged into her). 3 tr: 
convey by barge. [from Greek baris 
‘Egyptian boat’| 
bargeboard 7. a board (often ornamen- 
tal) fixed to the gable-end of a rvof to hide 
the ends of the roof timbers. 


was ei: 
bargaignier ( 


bargee n. Srl. a person in charge of or work- 
ing on a barge. 

bargepole 7. a long pole used for punting barges 
etc. 0 would not touch with a bargepole Bril 
refuse to he associated or concerned with. 

bar graph var. of sarc Harr. 

barista 7. a person who serves in a coffee bar. [Ital- 
ian, ‘barman’| 

barite /ba-ryt/ 7. (also baryte) ¥ a mineral form 
of barium sulphate. 

baritone 7. 1 a the second 
lowest adult male singing 
voice. b a singer with this 
voice. € a part written 
for it. 2 an instrument 
that is second lowest 
in pitch in its family. 
{from Greek barulonos| 


n. 1 Chem. a white 
reactive soft metallic 
element. 2 a mixture 
of barium sulphate and 
water, opaque to X-rays, 

which. is eiven to patients requir- 
ing radiolo sical examination of 
the stomach or intestines ; banummeal ). 
bark'e 1». 1 the sharp explosive cry of a dog, fox, 
etc, 2a sound resembling this. ez. 1 i. give a bark. 
2 i & imix speak or utter sharply or brusquely. 
o bark up the wrong tree be on the wrong track. 
[Old English] 
bark? ». the tough protective outer 
branches etc, or woody shrubs. & woo, (from Old 
Norse bérkr bark J 


BARITE 


barker 7. a tout ata sideshow ete., who calls out for 
custom to cas related to BvKa)] 
barley 7. any of various hardy awned cereals 


of the genus Hordewa widely used as food and in 
malt liquors. 2 the grain produced from this 
> cra. [Old English 

barleycorn ». 1 the grain of barley. 2 a former unit 
of measure (about a third of an inch) based on the 
iength of a grain of barley. 

barley sugar 7. an amber-coloured sweet made ol 
lboiled sugar, traditionally shaped as a twisted suck 

barley water 1. a drink macle from water and a 
oiled barley mixture. 


# 


sheath of 


baronet 


bar line x. Afus. a vertical line used to mark divi- 
sions between bars. > Norton 
barm 7. 1 the froth on fermenting malt liquor. 
2 archaic or dial. yeast or leaven. [Old English] 
barmaid 7. 1 Bri. a woman serving behind the bar 
of a public house, hotel, etc. 2 US a waitress who 
serves drinks. 
barman p. (f/. -men) esp. Bri. a man serving 
behind the bar of a public house, hotel, ete. 
bar mitzvah 7. 1 the religious iniuation ceremony 
of a Jewish boy who has reached the age of 13. 
2a boy undergoing this ceremony. (Hebrew, liter- 
ally ‘son of the commandment’| 
barmy adj. (barmier, barmiest) esp. Bri. slang 
crazy, stupid. [originally in sense ‘frothy’, related to 
bARM] O barmily adv. barminess n. 
barn 7. 1 a large farm building for storing grain 
etc. or V. Amer. housing livestock. 2.N. Amer. a large 
shed for storing vehicles, [Old English, from dere ern 
‘barley house’ | 
barnacle n. ¥ any of various small marine crust- 
aceans of the class Cirripedia which in adult 
form cling to rocks, ships’ hottoms, etc., forming 
a rough encrustation. > cRus- 
tactan. [Middle English] 
D0 barnacled ad). 
barnacle goose 7. a 
goose with a white face 
and black neck, breed- 
ing in arctic tundra. 
[from the former belie’ 
that the bird hatched 
from barnacles| 


barn dance 7. 1 an informal 
social gathering for country 
dancing, originally ina barn. 2a 
dance for a number of couples 
forming a line or circle and 
moving along it in turn, 
barnet 7. Bril. collog. a person’s 
hair or hairstyle. [from rhyming slang barnel fair (a 
horse fair held at Barnet, Herts.}| 
barney 1. (pl. -eys) Bri. collog. 
[perhaps chalect] 
barn owl x. a kind of owl, 
frequenting barns. > ow! 
barnstorm ».n/7, 1 tour rural districts giving 
theatrical performances (formerly often in 
barns). 2.M Amer make a rapid tour, esp. for polit- 
ical meetings. 0 barnstormer 7. 
barnyard 7. the area 
around a barn. 
barograph 7. a barom- 
eter that records its 
readings on a moving 
chart. [based on Greek 
baros ‘weight | 


CUTUS 


carina 
plate 


BARNACLE 
(Balanus species) 


a noisy quarrel. 


Tyto alba, 


pressure scale 


barometer /|)4-rom- 
iter/ n. 1 > an in- 
suument measuring 
atmospheric pressure 
esp. in forecasting the 
weather and determin- 
ing altitude. 2 anything 
which reflects changes 
in circuinstances, opin- 
ions ete. [based on 
Greek bara. ‘weight’ | 
O barometric af). 
barometrical aq. 

baron 7. 1 aa member of the lowest order of the 
British nobility. b a similar member of a foreign 
nobility. 2 an important businessman or other 
powerluwl or influential person sugar baron: newspape) 
baron. 3 his(. a person who held lands or property 
from the sovereign or a powerful overlord. [trom 
medieval Latin bare man, warrior | 0 baronial ad) 

baronage ». 1 barons or nobles collectively. 2 an 
annotated list of barons or peers. 

baroness 7). l a woman holding the rank of baron 
either as a life peerage or as a hereditary rank. 2 the 
wile or widow of a baron. 


BAROMETER: 
ANEROTD 
BAROMLTLR 


pointer 


baronet 7. a member of the lowest hereditary titled 
31itish order, 2 baronetcy ». ( /i/. -ies 


5 


baron of beef 


baron of beef 1. Br!. an undivided double sirloin. 

barony 1.‘ )/. -ies) 1 the domain, rank, or tenure ol 
a baron. 2 vin Ireland) a division of a count. 
3 (in Scotland) a large manor or estate. 

baroque /\i-rok/ @ adj. 1 & highly ornate and 
extravagant in style. esp. of European art ete. of 
the 17th and 18th ¢. 2 of or relating to this period. 
@ 7. 1 the baroque style. 2 baroque art collectively. 
[from Portuguese barroco irregular pearl] 

barque /bahk/ n. 1a sailing ship with the rear 
mast fore-and-ali-rigged and the remaining masts 
square-rigged. 2 poet any boat. [from Latin barca 
shipy’s boat | 

barrack! 7. vusu. in pi: often treated as ving 
1 a building or complex used to house soldiers. 
2 a large building of a bleak or plain appearance. 
{from Spanish barraca ‘soldicr’s teu | 

barrack? ¢. Brit. Austral, & VO 1h. (also abvol. 
shout or jeer at. 2 a. toll. by for) cheer tor, encour- 
Age (a team cle.) 

barrack-room lawyer ». Brif. a pompously argu- 
Mientative person, 

barracouta 1. ; /)/, same or barracoutas, a long 
slender fish. Thrrvutes at. usu, found in southern 
oceans. [variant of aver yun 


barracuda ». , /)/. same ur barracudas, ¥ a lurge 
and voracious tropical marine fish of the family 
Sphyracnidae. [Latin American Spanish} 


BARRACUDA: GRIT AT BARR ACE DA 


Spl raena hbarivacnda 


barrage 7. 1 a concentrated arullery bombard- 
ment ovet a wide area. 2 a rapid succession of 
quesuons or criticisms. 3 Bri/, an ardlictal barrier, 
esp. inariver, [French| 

barrage balloon ». /1/)/. « large anchored balloon, 
offen with netune suspended from if 
clefence against low-fly ing aircraft, 


used asa 


barramundi 7. 4 larec. chiefly freshwater lish of 
Australia and SE Asia. probably from an \borigi- 
nal language 

barratry 1. fraud or gross negligence of a ship's 
Muister-or crew atthe expense of its owners or users. 
[from Old French baaken| O barratrous ad), 

barre vo a horizontal bar at waist level used in 
cance exercises. [French] 

barrel ev. 1 4 cylindrical Container usu. bulging 
out tm the puddle, traditionally made of wooden 
staves With metal hoops round them. 2 the contents 
of this. 3a measure of Capacity, usa. varving from 
to 40 eallons. 4 a eyvlindrical tube forming part 
of an abject such as a wan. & piste SS. NON 
@ «/. barrelled, barrelling: (°\ barreled. 
barreling put into a barrel or barrels. oO over a 
barrel :o/log. in a lielpless position: at a person's 
meres. [from mechey al Latin barrie small cask’ | 

barrel-chested /). tiwine a large rounded chest 

barrel organ 7. a mechanical musical instrument 
mn which a yotuting pin-studded cylinder acts ona 


tH tYNNGD 


series ol pur “Vilves. strings, or metal tongues 
barrel vault. li/i/.a vault forming a hall’ cvlin- 
det. & \\...0 barrel-vaulted wa) 


barren «/. barrener. barrenest I unable to 
bear young. tit et. 2 meagre, unprofitabl 
3 cull, wustimuladng, 4 loll by of lacking tn herven 
of iit. [from Old French farhaa | oa barrenly ad 
barrenness // 

barricade @ 1. 4 barties, esp. one improvised across 


wstreetete, @ af, block or delend wich a barricade 
Jlased On Spanish ha tied UC Ash | 
barrier nv. Toa lence on other obstach that ben 
advance or access, 2 an obstacle or ci stanee 
that keeps people or things apart cf 


Hone Olel Prenehi fe 


Tanonete hati ttt 


BAROQUE 


The baroque style emerged in Rome during the 
(7th century, rising from the growing confidence 
of the Roman Catholic Church. Originally it was 
developed to appeal to the increasing number of 
new members within the congregation, and to lure 
others away from the more austere Protestantism. 
Characterized by religious subjects, this ornate 
and theatrical style travelled across Italy, into other 
parts of Europe. and to the American colonies, as 
the influence of Catholicism spread internationally. 
The style was adopted by many of the architects, 


| sculptors, and painters of the period. 


Ecstasy of Teresa 1646), 
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barrier cream ». $ri/. a cream used to protect the 
skin from damage or infection. 
barrier reef 7. a coral rec! separated from the 
shore by a broad deep channel. 
barring ir). except, not including, 
barrio 1. (//.-os in the US) the Spanish-speaking 
quarter of a town or city. [Spanish, literally 
“district of a town] 
= barrister 1. (in) full barrister-at-lawi csp. 
Brit. a person called to the bar and entitled to 
practise as an advocate in the higher courts. 
[Micelle English, based on wk! 
barrow!» 1 Bii/.a two-wheeled handcart used esp. 
by street vendors, 2 = waitrevwrow. [Old English] 
0 barrowload 1. 
barrow? py. Archaol. ¥ an ancient 
grave mound or tumulus, 


{Old Enelish] 


_ main pasvac 


— wave chamber 


blac hing 


lane 


BARROW: S1¢ HION THROUGH NEOLELIIE 
PONG BARROW ¢ 2.500 BE 


Bart. ahi). Baronet. 
bartender ¥. @ person serving behind the bar of a 
public house 


barter e 
SCTVICES 


Le valso absol) exchange (goods 01 
Without using money e@ nm trade hy 
exchange of goods. 0 barterer 7, 
baryon 7. Psu. a subatomic particle that has a 
Mass equal to or greater than that of a proton, 
[Inused on Greek bars Sheayy’] 0 baryonic ad). 
barysphere 7. the dense interior of the Earth. 
including the mantle and core. enclosed by the litho- 
sphere. [from Greek harus heavy’ + sphaia “sphere | 
baryte var. of mvt 
basal /bay-sal/ «adj. of. a 
basal cell carcinoma 1). \fed. a slow-growing 
Malenant tumour of the lace, 
basalt /ba-sawli/ on. Lia dark basic 
whose deposits sometimes form columns, & Koos 
ryvent. 2a kind of black stoneware resembling basalt. 
Jbascdlon Greek sasanuoy touchstone’| G basaltic ad). 


t,or forming a base. 


volcamic rock 


base'e 1. laa part that supports from beneath or 


coves a od foundation. boa notional structure on 
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which something depends teconomic base). 2 a princi- 
ple or starung point. 3 esp. .Wad, a place from which 
activity is directed. 4 a a main or important ingre- 
cient. ba substance, e.g water. in combination with 
which pigment forms paint etc. 5 a substance used 
as a foundation for make-up. 6 Chem. a substance 
capable of reacting with an acid to form a salt and 
water, or (more broadly) of accepting or neutraliz- 
ing hydrogen ions. 7 \fath. a number in terms of 
which other numbers or logarithms are expressed 
see ryvpiv 11, 8 Baseball etc. one of the four stations 
that must be reached in turn to score a run. & bst- 
bt. @ afr 1 (usu. foll. by on, upon establish (a theory 
hased on speculation), 2 (fol. by at, m, ete.) station (troops 
were based in Malta), [from Latin basis “step, pedestal’| 

base® adj. 1 cowarclly, «lespicable. 2 menial. 
3 alloyed (base coin). 4 (of a metal) not regarded as 
precious, [from medieval Latin bassus *short’} 
g basely adv. baseness n. 

baseball . > a game played with teams of nine, a 
bat and ball, and a cireuitof four bases which the 
batter must complete to score, D HOMEPLATT 

baseboard 7, .\. .licr. a skirting board. 

basehead 2, ['S s/ang a person who habitually takes 
either of the drugs lveebase or crack. [blend of 
PREP BASE and i vp| 

base jump /. Pm a para- 
chute jump from a fixed 
point, e.g, a high hulcing 
or promontory — [from 
duilding, aatenna-tower. 
span, earth denoting the 
types of structure used)] 

baseless adj. unfounclecl. 
vrouncdless. O baselessly 
ad. baselessness 1. 

baseline vv. 1 a line used 
asa base or starting point. 
2 m tennis etc.) the linc 
marking each end of a 
Court. GB Lt NNtS 


BASE JUMP ROM \ 
MOUNTAIN 
basement 1. the lowest floor of a Luilding. usu. at 
least partly below eround level. 

base rate 1. Bri/. the interest rate set by the Bank of 
England. used as the basis for other banks’ rates. 

bases pi. of ys. wysis. 

bash e+. 1. a strike bluntly or heavily. b yoften 
toll, by ap collog. attack Violently. © esp. Amer, 
eriucize severely, 2 dif: (fol. by ido collide with. 
en. 1a heavy blow 2 Brit. collog. an allemipt 
(a bash al painting; 3 slang a social event, 

bashful ad). 1 shy, self-conscious. 2 sheepish. [based 
on obsolete verb bask to abash’| 0 bashfully ads: 
bashfulness ». 

basho ». (/)/, same or -os) a sumo wrestling tourna- 
ment. | Japanese, from ha ‘place’ + shi vi tary’ 


BASIC 


BASIC ». a computer programming language using 

familiar English words, widely used on microcom- 
puters. [acronym from Beginner’s All-purpose 
Symbolic Instruction Code] 

basic @ ad. 1 forming or serving as a base. 2 funda- 
mental. 3 a simplest or lowest in level (basic require- 
ments). b vulgar (baste humour). 4 Chem. having the 
properties of or containing a base. @ x. (usu. in pl.) 
the fundamental facts or principles. [based on 
Latin basis ‘pedestal’ | 

basically adv. 1 fundamentally. 2 (qualifying a 
sentence or clause) in fact, actually. 

basic wage 7. a minimum wage earned hefore a 
possible additional payments such as overtime etc. basketball 

basil n. an aromatic herb of the genus Ocimum, esp. 
O. basilicum (in full sweet basil), whose leaves are 
used in savoury dishes. > unre. [based on Greek 
basilikos ‘royal’ | 

basilar adj). of or at the base (esp. of the skull). 
[from modern Latin basilaris, related to basis] 

basilica x. 1 ¥ an ancient Roman public hall with 
an apse and colonnades. 2 a similar building used as 
a Christan church. 3 a church haying special privi- 
leges from the Pope. [from Greek basiliké (vikiastoa) 
‘royal (house, portico)’] o basilican ad). 


| BASKETBALL 


Basketball is a fast-moving non-contact 
sport in which players move the ball 


of the ball, then to score 
points by throwing it 
into the opposing 
team’s basket. 


hte fbsererl 
rife 


sel 


LAL a; Gam 


Story 


nave 


portico | / arch of apse 


, column 


basilisk 7. 1 a mythical reptile 
with a lethal breath and look. 
2m any small American 
lizard of the genus Basiliscus, 
with a crest from its back to 
its tail. [from Greek basiliskos 
‘litle king, serpent’) 
basin 7. 1 a = wos. ba 
wide round open container, 2 a hollow 
rounded depression. 3 any sheltered area of 
: water for mooring boats. 4 a round valley. 
“=e. 5 an area drained by 
ag rivers and tributaries. 
: [from medieval Latin 
ba(sjenus| a basinful xn. 
(pl. -fuls . 


BASILICA: 
SECTION THROUGH A 
+TH-CENTURY ROMAN BASILICA 


BASEBALL 


Baseball is played by two teams of nine players who 
take it in turns to bat and field. The pitcher aims the 
ball at the ‘strike zone’ of the batter, who has up to three 
attempts to hit the ball. The batter then runs around the 
four bases to score a run: he is out if he fails to strike, 
his strike is caught, or he is tageccl as he runs. 


pcentre fielder 


Mellen ee 


warning track 


, centre field 


TLR eG 
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right field 


second 


right fielder 
base man . 
™~ 


foul linc 


second _ infield 
base 
— fart base man 
shortstop __ first base 
outfield 


. pitcher's mound 
umpire —~ 


third base man “ on-deck circle 


~ home base 


third base 7 BASEBALL BY 


VCE 
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basis 1. (//. bases /bay-seez/) 1 the foundation or 
support of esp. an idea or argument. 2 the main or 
determining principle (on a purely friendly basis). 
[Latin, literally ‘pedestal’, from Greek] 
bask «iniz, 1 sit or he back lazily in warmth 
and light. 2 (foll. by iz) derive great plea- 
sure (from) (basking in glory). [Middle 
Enghish| 
basket 7. 1 a container made 
of interwoven cane etc. 2 a 
container resembling this. 3 the 
amount held by a_ basket. 
4 the goal in basketball. or 
a goal scored. Baskin. 
{from  Anglo-Latm — basheltum| 
o basketful ». (p/. -fuls). 
basketball 1. A a game between 
(wo teams of five, m1 which goals are 
scored by making the ball drop through 
hooped nets fixed high up at each end of a court. 


basket case x. colluy. a useless person or thing. 
Joriginally US slang, denoung a soldier who had 
lost all four limbs] 

basketry 1. 1 the art of making baskets. 2 baskets 
collectively. 

basmati #. (in full basmati rice) a kind of long- 
grain Indian rice, with a delicate nutty Havour. 
| Hindi, literally *fragrane] 

Basque 1, 1 a member of a people of the western 
Pyrenees, 2 the language of this people. [French, 
from Latin Faseo| 

basque 7. a close-fitting bodice extending from the 
shoulders to the waist and often with a short 
continuation below waist level. 

bas-relief 1. Sculplure 1 = low relief \see rus 6a). 
2 a sculpture, carving, etc. in low relief. [alteration 
of Italian basse-ntevo to French form] 

bass! /bayss/ en. 1 a the lowest adult male singing 
voice, ba singer with this voice. ¢ a part written for 
it, 2 the lowest part in harmonized music. 3 a an 
instrument that is the lowest in pitch in its family, 
b a player of such an instrument. 4 collog. a Dass 
guitar or double bass. 5 the low-frequency output 
of a radio etc., corresponding to the bass in music. 
@ adj, V lowest in musical pitch. 2 deep-souncling, 
Jalteration of ust ?, influenced by s sso] o bassist 


mou sense fof aa. 


bass 


bass® /rhymes with lass/ n. (pl. same or basses; 
1 the common European freshwater perch. 
2 ¥ asimilar marine fish of the family Percichthyi- 
dae (alias Moronidae,, esp. Dicentrarchus. 3 (in full 
sea bass) a similar marine fish of the family 


Serranidae, esp. of the genus Centroprisias. [Middle 
English| 


BASS: [LL ROPEAN SEA BASS \Dicentrarchus labrax) 


bass? p. = ust. [alteration of »st| 

bass clef 7. a clef placmg F below middle C on the 
second highest line of the staff. > 

basset ». (in full basset-hound) a sturdy hunting 
dog of a breed with a long body, short legs, and big 
ears. [French, hterally ‘rather low’] 


NOTATION 


basset-horn 7. an alto clarinet in F [translation of 


Italian corno di bassetto| 
bassinet 7. a child’s wicker cradle, [French. literally 
‘little basin’ | 
basso 1. ( p/. -os or bassi) a singer with a bass 
voice. [Italian] 
bassoon /). ¥ 
oboe family. B oRcHLST RA, 
{from French 6a),on| 0 bassoonist 7. 


double reed —_— 
~ 


a bass instrument of the 
WOODWIND, 


bell 


SSE SOLES) mouthpiece 


crook 
right-hand rest 


righ! 
thumb 


i basso profundo 1. 
NEV 


.pl. basso profundos 
or bassi profundi; a bass 
singer with an exceptionally 
low range. [Italian] 
bast . the 
other flexible 
fibre in matting etc. 


inner bark of lime. o1 
fibrous bark. used 
{Old English] 
bastard e 1. 1 archai or offens. a person 
born of an unmarried mother, 2 coarse slang 
aan unpleasant or despicable person. b a person of 
a specified kind pow bastard . 3 coarne slang a difhi- 
cultor awkward thing @ ad). usu. ati. 1 archaic or 
offens. Megimate. 2 of things: a unauthorized, 
counterfeit. b hybrid. [from medieval Latin Aastar 
dus| O bastardy 
bastardize ifr also -ise 
legitnnate. 2 corrupt. 


lof nm. archaic), 
1 cleclare 


debasc, a 


H.(I sennt 

a person) il- 

bastardization n. 

baste! ef; moisten (meat) with gravy or melted fat 
during cooking. [1 5th-century coinage | 


baste? i. Veedlew oh tack. [from Old French bavti 
‘to sew lightly] 
baste? 2.1; beat soundly 


bastinado 7. punishment by beating with a stick on 
the soles ot the leet. {fromm Spanish haytonada) 
bastion vv. 1 a projecting part of a fortification built 
at an angele of, or against the line off a 
2 a thing TX vardec as protec ung hay 
[based on Italian fave to build] 
bat'en. 1 an implement w 
curved surface, used fon 
mera. 2 Creketa turn at using this. 3a batsman 
described in some way .anewe/lent bat, 4 usu. in pl, 
an object hke a table tennis bat used to etic 
aircratt when taxing. @ 7, (batted. batting 1 /). hit 
with or 2 nti. take at using a 
bat: have an innings at cricket ctu. o off one’s 
own bat Bri/. unprompted, unaided, [Old | nelish| 


wall 
tian af freedom 


ith a handle and a flat on 
hitting balls gam 


is with a bat atun 


baton round 


BAT Jorelumb 


Bats form the second largest order 
of mammals. with almost 1.000 
species. Divided into two groups, 
fruit-eating megabats find food 
by sight and smell, while mainly 
insect-eating microhats locate 
their prey using sound waves, by 
a process known as echolocation. 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER BATS 


LA TERNAL Fiat URES ORGS 
GREATER HORSESHOE BAL 
(Rhinolophus_ferrumequinum) 


= tragus 


 (echolocator) 


— thumb 


palagium 
(wing membrane) 


@2?ea ys 


COMMON 
We end WAN 2S Be |x| 
Desmodus rotundis) 


PROBOSCIS BAI 
(Rhynchonyclerts 
Naso) 


bat? n. 1 A any mouselike nocturnal mammal of 
the order Chiroptera, capable of fight by means of 
membranous wings extending from its forelunbs. 
2 ‘esp. in phr. old bat) deg a woman, esp. 
regarded as unattractive or unpleasant. a have 
bats in the belfry be eccentric or crazy. like a 
bat out of hell very fast. [1 6th-century alteration 
of Middle English bakke| 

bat? w./ (batted, batting) c not (or never) bat an 
eyelid (or eye) collog. show no reaction. [variant of 
obsolete bale ‘to flutter’ 

batch e ». 1 a number of things or persons forming 
a proup. 2 an instalment (send off the last batch, 3 the 
loaves produced at one baking, 4 (alt) using or 
dealt with in batches. not as a continuous flow (daich 
production). 5 Computing a group of records processed 
as a single unit. @ vf: arrange or deal with in hatches. 
{Middle English, from earlier bacan “to hake’ 

batch processing 7. 1 the performance of an 
industrial process on material in batches. 2 Compul- 
mg the processing of previously collected data 
or jobs in 


batches esp. propeller conning tower 
automatically. 

bated «dj. with 
bated breath = A 


very anxiously. 

joriginally in ty 

sense “restrain- 

cd Traty abseo- 

hc Irate} ewe 
bath e, + baths 


1 aa container for liquid, 
usu. water, used for immers- 
ing and washing the body. 
b this with its contents (your bath 7s ready), 2 the 
act or process of immersing the body for washing 
or therapy (have a bath). 3 a a vessel containing 
liquid in which something is immersed in film 
developing etc. b this with its contents. 4 (usu. in p/.) 
a buildmg with baths or a swimming pool, usu. 
open to the public. @ @. Pt wash (esp. a person, in 
abath. 2 md. take {Old English] 
bath chair 7. esp. yf. a kind of wheelchair for 
invalids. [from Bath in S. Eneland. named for its hot 
springs thought to have curative powers] 
bath cube ». Bri. a cube of compacted bath salts. 
bathe e&. Lint: unmerse oneself in water, esp. (Brit. 
{mer) to wash onesclf. 2 4, a treat 
with liquid for cleansing or medicinal purposes. 
bin: a person; im a bath. 3 t tol 
sunhght ote.) envelop. @ 7. an act of immersing 
oneself or part of the body im liquid. [Old English] 
0 bather 1 


crete''s sphere 


abath 


to swim or (esp 


elmer wash (esp. 


FRANQUET’S 


Epomops franqueti) 


7 2 | 


NOGHIBEI FUNNEL-EARED BAI 
FRULTBATL BNI (Natalus 
(Ayetalus noctula) lumidirostris) 


bathhouse 7. a building with baths for public use. 

batholith n. a dome of igneous rock extending 
inwards to an unknown depth. [German from 
Greek bathos ‘depth’ + -titu] 

bathos /bay-thos/ n. 1 an unintentional lapse in 
mood from the sublime to the absurd or trivial. 
2 a commonplace or ridiculous feature offsetting 
an otherwise sublime situation. [Greek, literally 
‘depth’] o bathetic ad. bathotic ad). 

bathrobe n. a loose coat usu. of towelling worn esp. 
before and after taking a bath; a dressing gown. 

bathroom x. 1 a a room containing a bath and 
usu. other washing facilities. b bathroom fitments 
or units esp. as sold together. 2 esp. .\. Amer a room 
containing a lavatory. 

bath salts 7.6/. soluble salts used for sofiening or 
scenting bathwater. 

bathtub 7. = su 7. 1. 

bathwater 7. the water {a hath. 

bathyscaphe 7. ¥ a manned vessel for deep-sea 

diving, [from Greek bathus 


reinforced ‘deep’ + skaphas ‘ship’ 


4 


* hull 


. 8 (ee 


BATHYSCAPHE: 
MID-20TH-GENTURY 
BNI HYS¢ APIIT 


bathysphere 
| sphere al 
Vessel fons leep 
sea observation. 
[from Greck — bathus 
‘deep’ + sphaira ‘hall | 

battk x. 1 a method (originally 
used in Java) of producing coloured 
designs on textiles by applying wax to the Set to 
be left uncoloured. 2 a piece of cloth treated in this 

way. | Javanese, literally ‘painted’ | 
batiste e 7. a fine lincn or cotton cloth 

of batiste. [French| 


mushroom 
anchor — 


. @ ad. made 


batman 7. (//. -men: \/i/. (in the British forces, an 
attendant serving an officer. [based on medieval 
Latin hastum packsaddle’] 

baton wv. 1 a thin stick used by a conductor to direct 
an orchestra etc. 2 Adhleticy a short stick or tube 
carried and passed on in a relay race. 3a long stick 
carried and twirled hy a drum major. 4 a staff of 
office or authority. esp. a fielcl marshal’s. 5 esp. Bril, 
a police officer’s truncheon. [from Late Latin 
bastum “stuck’| 

baton round 7. Bri. a rubber or plastic bullet used 
esp. In rlot control. 


batrachian 


batrachian /ba-tray-ki-an/ e n. a frog or toad. 

> Froc, TOAD. @ adj. of or relating to frogs or 
toads. [from Greek batrakhos ‘frog’ 

bats predic.adj. slang crazy. [from the phrase have 
bats in the belfry| 

batsman 7. (//. -men) 1 a person who bats or is 
batting, esp. in cricket. > cxicker. 2 a signaller using 
bats to guide aircraft on the ground. o batsman- 
ship 7. (in sense 1). 

battalion x. 1 a large body of troops ready for 
battle, esp. an infantry unit forming part of a 
brigade. 2 a large group of people pursuing a 
common aim or sharing a common undertaking. 
[based on Italian battaglia ‘battle’ 

batten’ e 7. a long flat strip of squared timber or 
metal, esp. used to hold something in place or as a 
fastening against a wall etc. @ uf; strengthen or 
fasten with battens. 0 batten down the hatches 
1 Naut. secure a ship’s tarpaulins. 2 prepare for a 
difficulty or crisis. [based on Latin battuere ‘to beat’ 

batten? vintr (foll. by on) thrive or prosper at 
another’s expense. [from Old Norse baina ‘to get 
better’] 

batter! v. 1 a # strike repeatedly with hard blows. 
b intr, (often foll. by against, at, etc.) pound heavily 
and insistently. 2 é: (often in passive) handle roughly, 
esp. over a long period. {from Latin battuere ‘to 
beat’) o batterer z. 

batter? 7. a fluid mixture of flour, egg, and milk or 
water, used in cooking, esp. for pancakes and for 
coating food before frying. [related to parrer’) 

batter? pn. Sport a player batting, esp. in baseball. 
[> HOMEPLATE 

battered adj. (esp. of fish) coated in batter and 
deep-fried. 

battered wife 7. a wife subjected to repeated 
violence by her husband. 

battering ram 7. 1 /usi. a heavy beam, originally 
with an end in the form of a ram’s head. used in 
breaching fortifications. 2 a means of forceful 
persuasion. 

battery 7. (yl. ies) 1 ¥ a usu. portable contaier of 
a cell or cells carrying an electric charge, as a 
source of current. 2 (often alinb.) esp. Brit. a series 
of cages for the intensive ‘breeding and rearing of 
poultry or cattle. 3 (usu. foll. by of) an extensive 
series, sequence, or range. 4 a a forufied emplace- 
ment for heavy guns. b an artillery unit of guns, 
men, and vehicles. 5 Zaw an act, including touch- 
ing, inflicting unlawful personal violence on 
another person, even if no physical harm is done. 
[based on Latin batiuere ‘to beat’| 

light 

bulb 


, negative elecirode 


ak: 
simple = 
circuit / 


positive 
terminal 


= — 


fv | 
ES 


electrolyte positive 


electrode 


elevlron 
flor 


‘ 


negaliin 
terminal 


ane 


aa 


BATTERY: DLMONSTRATION OF A DRY-CELL 
BATTERY \S A SOURCE OF CLRREN] 


battle e 7. 1 a prolonged fight between esp. large 
organized armed forces. 2 a contest (a buitle of wits). 
e@v. 1 itr fight persistently (battled against the elements). 
2 tr fight (one’s way ete.). [from Late Latin datiualia 
‘oladiatorial exercises] o battler n. 


battleaxe 7. 1 < a large axe 
used in ancient warfare. 2 collog. 
a formidable or domineering 
older woman. 
battlebus 7. a bus used as a 
mobile operational centre 
during an election campaign. 
BATTLEAXE battlecruiser 7. /iis!. a heavy- 
gunned ship faster and more 
hghtly battleship. 
battle-cery 7. a cry or slogan of participants 
in a battle or contest. 
battledore 7. his!. 1 (in full battledore 
and shuttlecock) a game played with a 
shuttlecock and rackets. 2 the racket used 
in this. [Middle English] 
battledress 7. archaic 
= COMBA! DREISs. 
battlefield 7. (also 
battleground) the 
scene of a battle. 
battlement #. (usu. 
in pl.) 1 a parapet 
with recesses along the top of a wall, 
as part of a fortification. 2 a section 
of roof enclosed by this. [based on 
Old French dataillier ‘to furnish with 
ramparts’| 0 battlemented adj. 
battle royal 7. ()/. battles royal) 1 a batile in which 
several combatants or all available forces engage; 
a free fight. 2 a heated argument. 
battleship 7. > a warship with the 1 
heaviest armour and_ the 
largest guns. > \W.RsHIP 
batty ad). (battier, batti- 
est) slang crazy. Oo battily 
adv. battiness 7. 
batwing allrib.adj. (esp. 
of a sleeve) shaped 
like the wing of a bat. 
bauble 7. 1 a showy 
trinket or toy of little 
value. 2 a_ baton 


armoured than a 


signal 
mast 


lripod 


mast 


navigation 


formerly used as an bride 

emblem by jesters. 

[from Old French ¥ 
furrel 


ba(u)bel *child’s toy’| 
baud 7. (//. same or 
bauds) = Computing 
etc. a unit of speed 
of electronic code 
signals, correspond- 
ing to one informa- 
tion unit per second. 
{named after J. M. E. 
Baudolt, French engi- 
neer, 1845 1903 
baulk ,also esp. US balk) 
e@:7. 1 int arefuse to go on, 
b (often foll. by at) hesitate. 
2 & a_ thwart, hinder. 
b disappoint. 3 ¢ a let slip (a chance etc.). b ignore, 
shirk. ev. 1 a stumbling block. 2 a roughly squared 
timber beam. {Old English] 
bauxite 7. » a_ claylike 
mineral containing varying 
proportions of alumina. 
> ore. [French, from Les 
Bau near Arles in SE 
France. where first 
found] o bauxitic ‘dj. 
bawdier. 


hoat boam 


man 
armanient | 


BATTLESHIP: 20TH- 
GENLURY BRAZILIAN 
BANE TLESHIP 


bawdy ad). 
bawdiest humorously 
indecent or Caarse. 
Oo bawdily ad: bawdiness 1. 
bawdy house 7. a brothel. 
bawl «. 1 &: speak or call out noisily. 2 inf, weep 
loudly. a baw] out collog. reprimand angrily. 
bay! n. 2 broad inlet of the sea where the land 
curves inwards. [from Old Spanish hahia] 


BAUXITE 


bay? n. 1 (in full bay laurel or 
bay tree) > a laurel, Laurus 
nobis, having deep green 
leaves and purple berries; also 
called sweet bay. 
> ners. 2 {in plja 
wreath made of 
bay leaves, for a 
victor or poet. [from 
Latin daca ‘berry’] 
bay® n. 1 a space created by a 
window-line projecting outwards 
from a wall. 2 a recess. 3 a SWEET BAY 
compartment (bomb bay). 4 an (Laurus nobilis 
area specially allocated (loading 
bay). [based on medieval Latin balare ‘to gape’] 
bay“ e adj. (esp. of a horse) dark reddish brown. 
@ 7. ¥ a bay horse with a black mane and tail. 
[from Latin badims ‘chestnut- 
coloured] 
bay? ev. 1 iniz. (esp. of 
a large dog) bark or 
howl loudly and 
plaintively. 2 « bay 
at, @ 1. the sound 
of baying, esp. in 
chorus from hounds 
in close pursuit. 
o at bay 1 cornered, 
apparently unable to 
escape. 2 in a desper- 
ate situation. hold 
(or keep) at bay 
hold off (a pursuer). [from Itahan bavare ‘to bark’ 
bay laurel sce pay? |. 
bay leaf 7. the aromatic (usu. dried) leaf of the bay 
tree, used in cooking. 
bayonet e 7. 1 a stabbing blade attachable to 
the muzzle of a rifle. 2 a fitting engaged by 
being pushed into a socket and twisted. e utr 
(bayoneted, bayoneting) stab with a bay- 
onet. {from French baionnelte| 
bayou /by-00/ 7. a marshy offshoot of a river 


etc. in the southern US. {Louisiana French] 
2 } 


BAY: 


BAY: 
CLEVELAND 
BAY 


bay tree sce iy 
bay window 2. a window built into a bay. 
bazaar vv. 1 a market in an oriental country. 
2 a fund-raising sale of goods, esp. for charity. 
3 a large shop selling fancy goods etc, [from 
Persian bazar] 
bazooka 7. a tubular short-range rocket 
launcher used against tanks. 
BBC abbr: British Broadcasting Corporation. 
BBFC ab; Briush Board of Film Classifica- 
tion (formerly Briish Board of Film 
Censor). 
BBQ abd: barbecue. 
BBSRC ad)»: (in the UK, Biotechnology 


and Biological Sciences Research 

Council. 
BG abbr. (of a date) before Christ. Se al 
BCE abby. before the Common Era. ORE 


BCG abbi: Bacillus Calmette-Guérin, 
an anti-tuberculosis vaccine. 

BD abby. Bachelor of Divinity: 

bdellium /del-iim/ 1. 1 any of various trees, esp. 
of the genus Conmuphora, yielding resin. 2 this 
fragrant resin used in perfumes. [from Hebrew 
bdholah| 

BDS abby. Bachelor of Dental Surgery. 

BE abby. 1 Bachelor of Education. 2 Bachelor ol 
Engineering. 

Be sym. Chem. the element beryllium. 

be (sig. presen’ am, are, is; pl. present are; 1st and 3rd 
ving. pasl was; 2nd sing. past and pl. past were, present 
wibjunchee be: past subjunctive were; pres. part. being: 
past part. been) e@ v.inir, 1 (often prec. by there) exist: 
live (/here once was a man). 2 a take place (dinner is at 
eight). b occupy a position in space the is in the garden 
3 remain, continue (el if be). 4 linkin subject and 


beach 


predicate, expressing: a identity (today is Thursday). 


b condition (fe ts t// loday). state or quality (he 2 ver) | BEAR muscle 
Aind), d opinion (J am against hanging). e total (feo and : —— Pe. eee and fat 
feo are four). € cost or significance (if as £5 Lo enter). Chere ATC SUVGHES PD SGlSs of hump 
@ vax. 1 with a past participle to form the passive bear, all ol which belong ue) the 

mood i/ as done). 2 with a present participle to form mammalian order Carnivora, 

continuous tenses (ze ae coming). 3 with an infinitive Despite this, only the polar 

to express duty or commitinent, intention, possibil- bear is wholly carnivorous, 
ity, destiny, or hypothesis he is to come at four: if Tie’ he (Reveud Hines Gan resis auaval (PSI sensi 

to die). 4 archae with the past participle of imtransitive Gihe oe POA aievial smoul 
verbs to form perlect tenses Babylon ty fallen). B be CTDEATS CAN) ALE lat ails 

about occupy oneself with (4 about his business). be when meat is not available. 

at occupy oneself with (wha is he al’). be of f collog Bears have poor eyesight. and lars 


CANINE 


go away: leave. be that as it may sce 1). -to-be | 
lecth 


of the future in comb: bride-to-be), (Old English] 


rely on hearing and an acute 
sense of smell to locate their 


beach @ 7. a pebbly or sandy shore. & toncstori food. With the exception of 
mL. @ ale 1 Z ab i é or, (Pee 
DRL. @ run 0} haul up (a boat ete., on to a the polar bear, bears are forest 
beach. [1 6th-century coinage] ee Pern aesinneah 
animals. se livit 
beach ball ». a large inflated ball for games on the ; % 


warmer areas are active sannavatae PAu. 
throughout the year, while claus 
those in cooler regions hiber- 


nate in dens during the winter. 


beach. 

beachcomber ». 1 a vagrant who lives by search- 
ing beaches for articles of value. 2 a long wave 
rolling im from the sca. | 

beachhead ». \/i/. a fortified position established 
ona beach by landing forces : ‘ Reese : 7 

beachwear n. clothing suitable for wearing on the EXAMPLES OF OTHER BEARS 
heach. 

beacon 7. 1 a a fire or light set up in a high o1 OLN 

prominent position as a warning etc. b Br. a hill 

suitable for this, 2 a visible guiding point or device 

{ 3 a radio transmitic: 
signal helps fix the position of a ship or aircraft 
(Old Enehsh| 

bead e 1. 1. aa small usu. rounded and perlorated 

for threading with other 


cg. a hghthousc whusi 


piec cot elas mies ia gL Gea ol Ch 
b un pl 
liquid. 3 a small knob in the foresight of a gun 
e@:. 1 ¢@& furnish or decorate with beads, 2 f. string 
together. 3 ifn form or grow into beads. 0 draw 
a bead on take t. [Old Enghsh, originally 
in sense “prayer’ (for which beads were first 
co beaded ai/) 

beading w. 1 decoration in the form of or resem- 
bling a row of beads, esp. looped edging, 2. the 
inner edee of a tvre 

beadle ». 1 Ani. a ceremonial ollicer of a college 
ete. 2 Sea church officer attencling on the ministel 
3 Brit. hist. aminor parish oflicer dealing with petty 
offenders eto [from Ole French bede/| 

beady ad. \beadier, beadiest 1 ol the ¢ves 
small, round. and bright. 2 covered with beads o1 
drops. Oo beadily «d:. beadiness 7 

beady-eyed ad 


a string of beads: a rosary. 2 a drop of 


SPLO ENC ELED BEAR 
mali mearclas ornate 
ain a 


used)| 


SLOT BLAR 
Melrasus 


HYSTA 


beak? 7. Brit. slang 1 a magistrate. 2 a schoolmaster 
[}9th-century coinage] 
beaker 1 Brit. tall tumbler-shaped drinking 
vessel, 2. a lipped cylindrical glass vessel for scien- 
ufic experiments. [from Old Norse dikarr| 
be-all and end-all 7. (often foll. by o/ 
collog. the whole being or essence 


‘ a te yee beam e ». 1 a long sturdy piece ol 
eves. 2 observant J squared timber or metal spanning an 
beagle e 1). > : niall opemng or room, usu, lo support the 
round of oa breed ; structure above. & ot Lex posi, kool. 2 aa 
With a short used Lor —_— ray or shaft of light, b a directional flow o! 
NUNUng f Lr particles or radiation, 3 a bright look o 
Orn HALEN ts Demers smile, 4 aa series of radio or radar signals 
et ri are bea ; | i if. sia asa euide toa hip o1 aircraft. b the course 
l inchcated by this (off beam, 5 the crossbar ot 

jerson’| Oo beagler / a balance. 6 aa ship's breadth at its widest 
beak Ja ¥ a bic point, b the width of a person’s ups (esp. 
IO ETN PEO |EGEIME fh) BEaGH Es broad in the beam). 7 the side of a ship (land 
hill. b the similar project- 4 —_ on the port beam). 8 the chiel umber of a 
MEIC TEM TUE SCE hee Us. me plough.ee 14. emit or direct (light, ractio 
eg, a turtle. 2 ¢a hooked nose. 3a spout. [from wares. ete. 2 ah. ashing b look or smile 
Latin decrus| O beaked wi). beaky « radiantly, 3 coften toll, by ap. deen tin scienci 


fiction, a ix travel from one anothe: 


‘ pout tk 
along an mvisthle beam of energy, bf. Wansport in 


5 off tor off the: beam 
on one’s beam-ends uwear thi 


this v1 mistaken 


end of one 


resoure {Old English bean “tree’| 
= beane». la any kind of leguminous plant with 
ecible u kidney-shaped seeds in long pods 


bat tani. bone of these seeds. 2 a similar seed 
¥ coffee and other plant. 3 slang the head. e@ 1.4 
ET a\aet lanah id.o full of beans 
Bh VI 2 eal ‘ rol ively; in high spirits. not a bean Bri. slang 


JOlcdl English] 


nthe he 


BIAC WK BLAR 
Selenarctos 
thibelanus) 


bear 


EXTERNAL 
FEATURES OF 
AN AMERICAN 
BROWN BEAR 
(Ursus arctos) 


dense fu | 


powerful 
_ legs 


POLAR BEAR 
t Thalarctos a= 


maritimes 


‘ 
beanbag ». 1 a sinall bag filled with dried beans 
and used esp. in children’s games, 2 a large cushion 


filled usu. with polystyrene beacls ancl used as a seat. 


bean-counter ». orig. (S cullog. derog an accountant 

bean curd 2. jelly or paste made from beans, used 
esp. In Asian cookery 

beanfeast n. Bri. collog. a celebration, originally an 
annual cinner with colleagues 

beanie 7. a small close-fitting hat worn on the buck 
of the head. 

beano 7. (p/.-os Brit. slang a celebration; a party 
[abbreviation of mevwitvss | 

stick for 


beanpole ». 1 a upporung bean plants. 


2 collog. a Vall thin person 

bear' (past bore; pas! part. borne, born, 
1 Ne Lory @ ar bring, OT take Dea) ift 2 ty, show: he 
marked by: have as an attribute or characteristic 


hear marks of violene 
3 in a produce, 


horne a son: was 


ry no relation to the case 


/, 


yield ifruit ete.). b give birth to thas 
born last week). 4 


a sustain ia 


weight, responsibility, cost, ete 
an ordeal, difficulty, 


with (ean? bear hime he “in 


b stand. endure 
3 tr a tolerate; put up 
b admit of: 
6 fr carry in 
thought or memory thear a grudge). 7 intr veer in a 
given direction (bea 0 bear down c> 
ward pressure. bear down on approach rapiclly or 
purposctully. bear fruit have results. bear hard 
bear in mind take into account 
having remembered. bear on (or upon) be rele- 
vant to, bear out support or confirm (an account 


yan bear it? 


be fit for (does not bear thinking about 


Mt down- 
on oppre 


or the person giving it). bear up raise one’s spirits; 
not despair. bear with treat forbearingly: tolerate 
patiently. bear witness testy. [Old English] 


Pm 


bear 


mw Usage Note the difference between borne and 
horn. Borne is the standard past participle of bear and 
is used in all senses above except one. Born is used 
only in the passive with reference to birth, c.g. was 
born in July, and then not if followed by sy and the 
name of the mother (e.g. was borne by Sarah). Com- 
pare a son was born to Sarah which is also correct. 


bear? 1. 1 < any large heavy mammal of the family 
Ursidae. 2 a rough, unmannerly, or uncouth 
person. 3 Stock Exch. a person who sells shares 
hoping to buy them back later at a lower price. 
4=twpy 1. [Old English] 

bearable dj. that may be endured or tolerated. 

beard e 7. 1 hair growing on the chin and lower 
cheeks. 2 a tuft of hair or similar growth or 
marking on the face or chin of an animal. e ?.é 
oppose openly; defy. [Old English] a bearded «dj. 
beardless «dj. 

bearer n. 1 a person or thing that bears, carries, or 
brings. 2 a carrer of equipment on an expedition 
etc. 3 a person who presents a cheque or other 
order to pay money. 

bear-hug 7. a tight embrace. 

bearing x. 1 a person’s bodily attitude or outward 
behaviour. 2 (foll. by on, upon) relation or relevance 
to (his comments have no bearing on the subject). 3 endur- 
ability (beyond bearing). 4 a part of a machine that 
supports a rotating or other moving part. 5 clirec- 
lion or position relative to a fixed point. 6 (in pi.) 
a one’s position relative to one’s surroundings. 
b awareness of this (get one’\ bearinys; lose one’ bearings). 

bear market 2. Stock Exch. a markei with 
falling prices. 

bearskin 7. 1 the skin of a bear. 
2 > a tall furry hat worn ceremoni- 
ally by some regiments. 

beast v. 1 an animal other than 
a human being, esp. a wild 
quadruped. 2 a a_ brutal 
person. b collog. an ohyecuon- 
able or unpleasant person or 
thing. 3 (prec. by the) the 
animal nature in man (save! 
the beast in him). [from Latin 
beslia| , 

beastly e «ad. (beastlier. 
beastliest) 1 collog. objection- 
able, unpleasant. 2 like a beast: 
brutal. @ adv. Brit. collog. very. 
extremely. oO beasthiness x. 

beast of burden 7. an animal 
used for carrying loads. 


BEAUFORT SCALE 


BEARSKIN 
OF A BRITISH 
GRENADIER GUARD 


beast of prey 7. an animal which hunts animals 
for food. 
beat e v. (pas! beat; past part. beaten) 1 ?r, a strike 
{a person or animal) persistently. b strike (a thing) 
repeatedly, e.g. to remove dust from (a carpet etc.), 
to sound (a drum etc.). 2 mr pound or knock 
repeatedly (eat at the door). 3 tv. a overcome; surpass. 
b complete an activity hefore (another person etc.). 
c be too hard for. 4 / stir (eggs etc.) vigorously into 
a frothy mixture. 5 / shape (metal etc.) by blows. 
6 intr. (of the heart, a drum, etc.) pulsate rhyth- 
mically. 7 t a indicate (a tempo or rhythm) by 
gestures, tapping, etc. b sound (a signal ctc.) by 
striking a drum or other means (beat a /alloo). 8 a intr: 
(of a bird’s wings) move up and down. b & cause 
(wings) to move in this way, 9 #: make (a path ete.) 
by trampling, 10 ¢ strike (bushes etc.) to rouse 
game. @ 7. 1 a a mam accent or rhythmic unit in 
music or verse (/hree beats to the bar). b the indication 
of rhythm by a conductor’s movements (zwalch the 
beal). ¢ (in popular music) a strong rhythm. d (a/i7ib.) 
characterized by a strong rhythm (eal music). 2aa 
stroke or blow. b a measured sequence of strokes 
(the beal of the waves on the rocks). ¢ a throbbing move- 
ment or sound (fhe beat of Ais heart). 3 a a route or 
area allocated to a police officer etc. b a person's 
habitual round. @ predic.adj. slang exhausted, tired 
out. O beat about search (for an excuse ctc.). beat 
about (or (/S around the bush cliscuss a matter 
without coming to the point. beat the clock 
complete a task within a stated ume. beat down 
1 a bargain with (a seller) to lower the price. 
b cause a seller to lower (the price). 2 strike (a 
resisting object) until it falls (beat the door down). 
3 jof the sun. rain, ete.) radiate heat or fall 
coninuously and vigorously. beat in 
crush, beat it s/ang go away. beat off 
drive back (an attack etc.). beat a 
retreat withdraw: abandon an under- 
¢ taking. beat time indicate or follow a 
musical tempo with the feet. a baton. 
ctc. beat a person to it arrive or 
achieve something before another 
person. beat up heat (a person) 
severely. off the beaten track 1 in or 
into an isolated place. 2 unusual. [Old 
English] o beatable ad). beating #. 
beater 2. I an implement used for 
beating \esp. a carpet or eggs). & prem, 
pLeeussion, 2 a person employed to rouse 
game for shooting. 3 a person who beats 
metal. 


FORCE 0 ' 
Based on observation of wind effects on sailing oa 
: ate (less than 
vessels and waves, the Beaufort scale was devised ae 
in 1806 as a method of gauging wind force at sea. i a fs 
Later adapted for use on land, this scale continues 
to be utilized by some weather stations, 
FORCE 3 FORCE 4 FORCE 5 
GENTLE MODERATE FRESH 


BRELZE 
(7 -10 knots, 
PUK yh. 


FORCE 8 
GALE 

(34+ 40 knots, 
63 74 k.p.h., 


t 


BRELZE 


(11 16 knots, 


20) 30 k.p.h., 


FORCE 9 
STRONG 
GALE 

(41 47 knots, 
75 87 k.p.h.) 


BRELZL 
(17 21 knots, 
31 39 k.p.h.) 


FORCE 10 
STORM 

8 55 knots. 
88 -102 


<.p-h. 


beauty 


beatific adj. 1 collug. blissful (@ beatific smile). 2. a of or 
relating to blessedness. b making blessed. [based on 
Latin beatus ‘blessed’| 

beatification 7. RC Ch, the act of formally declar- 
ing a dead person ‘blessed’. 

beatify ui: (-ies, -ied) 1 RC Ch. announce the 
beatification of. 2 make happy. [based on Latin 
beatus ‘blessed’ | 

beatitude 7. 1 biessedness. 2 (also Beatitude) a 
declaration of blessedness, a blessing, esp. (in pi.) 
those made by Jesus (Matt. 5:3-11). 

beatnik ». a member of a movement of socially 
unconventional young people in the 1950s. 

beat-up ad). collog. in a state of disrepair. 

beau /boh/ n. (pl. beaux /bohz/ or beaus) 
1 esp. US an admirer; a boyfriend. 2 a dandy. 
[French, literally “handsome’| 

Beaufort scale /boh-{6t/ 7. W a scale of wind 
speed ranging from 0 (calm) to 12 (hurricane). 
{named after the English admiral Sir F. Beaufort, 
1774-1857, who devised it] 

Beaujolais /boh-2z/6-lay/ n. a red or white 
burgundy wine from the Beaujolais district of 
France. 

Beaujolais Nouveau /noo-voh/ n. Beaujolais 
wine sold in the first year of a vintage. [French, 
literally “new Beaujolais’ | 

beau monde 7. lashionable society. [French, liter- 
ally ‘fine world’| 

beaut Austral. & NZ slang @ n. (also C'S’) an excellent 
or beautiful person or thing. @ ad. excellent; 
beautiful. 

beauteous adj. poci. beautiful. 

beautician 7. 1 a person who gives beauty treat- 
ment. 2 a person who runs or owns a beauty salon. 

beautiful ad. 1 delighting the aesthetic senses 
(a beautiful voice). 2 pleasant, enjoyable (had a beautiful 
time). 3 excellent (a beautiful specimen). 0 beautifully 
ade. 

beautify «/r (-ies, -ied) make beautiful; adorn. 
O beautification 7. 

beauty ». (//. -ies) 1 a a combination of qualities 
that pleases the aesthetic senses. b a combination of 
qualities that pleases the intellect or moral sense 
(the beauly of the argument). 2 collog. a an excellent 
specimen (whal a heauly!). b an attractive feature; an 
advantage (/hal’s the beauty of it!). 3 a beautiful 
woman. [from Old French bealté, based on Latin 
bellus *beautiful’] 


FORCE 1} FORCE 2 

LIGHT AIR LIGH1 

(1 3 knots, BREEZE 

1 6k. p.h.) (4-6 knots, 
| | 7 12k.p.h.) 

FORCE 6 FORCE 7 

STRONG NEAR GALE 

BREEZE (28 33 knots. 


(22 27 knots, 
#0 50 k.p.h.) 


51-62 k.p.h.) 


FORCE 11 ’ FORCE 12 
NCEE Nay HURRICANE 
STORM (equal to or 
56 63 knots. more than 
LO3-317 64 knots, 
k.p.h. 118 k.p.h. 


beauty parlour r 


BEE i 
: CP, 
All bees bear a sting, and have _ 


hairy bodies and a narrow 
waist beuveen the thorax and 
abdomen. They are usually 
solitary creatures, but some 
species, such as the honey 
bee, live in complex social 
colonies. Iniportant pollin- 
ators, they disperse pollen as 
they collect nectar, and are 
essential to the reproductive 
process of many flowers, 


antenna 


tube-like 


mouthp rt 


EXADIPEES OF OTHER BiaES 
MOUNTAIN 
BUMBLE BLA 


Bombus mont 


beauty parlour ». also beauty salon an 
establishment in which manicure, make-up. etc., 
are offered to women 

beauty queen ». the woman judged most beautilul 
in a compeuuon. 

beauty sleep ». sleep before midnight. supposed to 
be health-eiving, 

beauty spot wv. 1 a place known for its beaut, 
2 a small natural or aruficial mark such as a mole 
on the face. considered to enhance another feature 

beauty treatment »). cosmetic treatment received 
ina beauty parlow 

beaux #/. 0! 6 v1 

beaver e7. //. same or beavers I W anv lara 
amphibious broad-tailed rodent of the 
Castor, native to N. America, Europe. and «Asia, and 
able to gnaw through tree trunks and make dams. 
> roprNr, 2 its soft light brown fur. 3 a hat of this. 
4 in full beaver cloth a heavy woollen cloth like 
beaver fin @ s.at 
toll. by No cetoy 
work hard |¢ Yel 

Enelish| 


venus 


Usth. 


BEAVER: \MERE 


AN BL ANER 


a type of jazz originating in the 1940s and 


[by complex harmony ane rhythms 


ing ship of 


became ff of cow 


since. 0 because 
(Middle 


because |: nr the 
of on account off by reason ol 


CASO UA 
hnelish, 


Irom 
mw Usage Seo Usage Ni ul 


béchamel /bay-sha-1ni vkind of thick whit 
nate hinventecl In Tarqu Be 
French courtier Glad, 

beck’ »..\// brook MOU st 1, [from 
Old Ne 
beck ) 


G at a person's beck and call liwine 
constantly t n ae 


ahen 1 bat 


weh “to beekorn | 


thoray 


ASI\N CARPIENELR BL 


waist 
— 


sting | 


\ jointed leg \ abdomen 


ENSUES bess) oe CEN a abite 


| Ais Whe 


’ 


ORCHID BLI 
Eugl waa assarophar 


PAR ASTLIC BLT 


AM lucopa latiecps Aglac caerulea | 


beckon ;. 1 /) 
gesture. b entice. 2 inf. make a signal to attract a 
person’s attention; summon a person by doing this. 
[Old English. related to peo] 


a attract the attention off summon by 


become © /us/ became: past become 
Lah. begin to be yhecame previ ome famots). 
cames hum. b betit 


2 t. a look we hiue t 
HW becomes you to complain. 3 intr. (as becoming 
a flattering the appearance. b suitable: dec- 
orous. O become of happen to 
f me’. [Old English) o becomingly adi 
becquerel /bek-cr-el/ ». Physics the ST unit of 
radioacuvity, [named after A. H. Beeguerel. French 
physicist. 1832 1908] 
B.Ed. whl. Bachelor of Education 
bed @ 2. 1 aa piece of furniture used for sleeping 
on. b a mattress, with or without coverings, 2 any 


I ons suit 


hat will become 


place used by a person or animal for sleep or rest. 
3aagarden plot. ba place where other things may 
. 4 the use of a bed: a Brit. collog 
for sexual intercourse. b Brit. for rest «needs his bed 

3 something flat. forming a 


be grown osler b 


support or base as in: 
athe bottom of the sea or a river. b the foundations 
6 a a stratum. b a laver of 
bedded. bedding 1 #. © wii 
usu. foll. by down put or go to bed. 2 t collog. have 
sexual mtercourse with. 3 @. usu. foll. by out plant 
ina garden bed, 4 #. cover up or fix firmly in some- 
thing. 5 /; arrange as a laver. oc bed of roses a life 
of ease. go to bed 1 retire for the night. 2 have 
sexual intercourse, 3 of a newspaper go to press 
make the bed tc and arrange the bed for use. 
put to bed 1 cause to go to bed. 2 make a news- 
Paper ready for press take to one’s bed retire to 
one’s bed because of illness. [Old English] 
bed and breakfast ». 1 one night’s lodging and 
breakfast. 2 an establishment that provides this 
bedazzle . #1 dazzle. 2 confuse a person 
bedbug ». cither of ovo flat, wingless, evil-smelling 


of a road or railway 
ovsters etc, @ v. 


Insects Of the genus V infesting beds et 
bedchamber i bedroom 
bedclothes ».f/ coverings lor a bed 

such as sheets, blankets. ct bereft 
bedcover ». La bedspread. 2 in p 

— BEIM Teaetits 
beddable ad). cn// considered 

educuve or sexually attractive 
bedding 1 oa) mattress and 

bedelothes. 2 litter tor cattle. horses. 


eto. 3a bottam laver, 4 Geol. the 
statiication of racks 


beechmast 


bedding plant 7. a plant set into a garden bed or 
container when it is about to bloom. 

bedeck ::/7, adorn. 

bedevil 2; (bedevilled, bedevilling: U%S 
bedeviled, bedeviling) 1 plague: afflict. 
2 confound; confuse. 3 possess as if with a devil. 

bedfellow ». 1 a person who shares a bed. 2 an 
associate. 

bedhead ». the upper end of a bed. 

bedizen /bi-dy-zén/ vf: poet. deck out gaudily. 
[from obsolete dizen ‘to deck out | 

bedjacket 2. a jacket worn when sitting up in bed. 

bedlam ». a scene of uproar and confusion. [from 
hospital of St Mary of Bethlehem in London] 

bedlinen 7. sheets, pillowcases, duvet covers, etc. 

Bedouin also Beduin e ». (//. same) a nomadic 
Arab of the desert. e ad. of or relating to the 
Bedouin. [from Arabic badaein “dwellers in the 
desert 

bedpan ». a receptacle used by a bedridden patient 
for urine and faeces. 

bedpost ». any of the four upright supports of a bed. 

bedraggle /bi-drag-él/ vt 1 wet ia 
etc.) by wailing it, or so that it hangs limp. 
2 \as bedraggled adj.) untidy; dishevelled. 

bedrest 7. confinement of an invalid to bed. 

bedridden ac). bed by infirmiw. 
[Middle English] 

bedrock 2. solid rock underlying alluvial deposits 
ete, & GAS FILED. Sor 

bedroll x. esp. .\. Amer portable bedding rolled into 
a bundle. 


garment 


confined to 


bedroom ». 1 a room for sleeping in. 2 \ attrib.) of or 
referring to sexual relations bedroom farce) 

bedside ». 1 the space beside a bed. 2 (attrib) of on 
relating to the side of a bed bedside lamp 

bedside manner 7. a doctor's approach or atti- 


tude to patients. 5 
bedsitter x. (also bedsit) Bri. collog. = srv-strinc 
ROWAL 


bed-sitting room ». Bri/. a one-roomed unit of 
accommodation consisting of combined bedroom 
and sitting room. 
bedsore n. a sore developed by an invalid because 
of pressure caused by lying in bed. 
bedspread 7». a cloth used to cover a bed when not 
in use. 
bedstead ». the framework of a bed. 
bedstraw 1. 1 any herbaceous plant of the genus 
Galium, once used as straw for bedding, 2 (in full 
lady’s bedstraw a with 
vellow flowers. 
bedtime 7. 1 the usual ume for going to bed. 
2 attrib, of or relating to bedtime (bedtime drink . 
Beduin var. of Bu 
bed-wetting #2. involuntary urination during the 
night. O bed-wetter ». 
bee 7». 1 a vin full honey bee A a stinging 
hymenopterous insect of the genus dpi which 
collects nectar and pollen. produces wax and 
in Jarge communities. b Aa related 
insect of the superfamily Apoidea, either social on 
solitary. > Hy vitNortLRvs. 2 \usu, busy bee) a busy 
person. 3 esp. (Sa meeting for communal work or 
amusement spelling bee. 0 a bee in one’s bonnet 
the bees’ knees s/ane something 
outstandingly good. [Old English] 
Beeb » prec by the Bnit. collog. the BBC. 
beech ». 1 als beech tree << any 
large tree of the genus 
Fagus, having smooth grey bark 
and leaves. 2 also 
beechwood its wood 
3 Auspal. any of various simi- 
lar trees in Australia. [Old 
English] 
beechmast 1. \/)/. same the 
small rough-skinned fruit of 
the beech tree. & nent 


hedstraw. Go rerum, 


QUIN. 


honey, andl lives 


(trig be 


an. obsession. 


lorest 


elt SSV 


leat 


BEECH: 
COMMON BLECH 


} 
Fagus what 


bee dance 


bee dance 2. a dance performed by worker bees to 
inform the colony of the location of food. 

bee-eater n. ¥ any bright 

plumaged insect-eating bird 


beehive 7. 1 » an arti- 
ficial habitation for 
bees. > brn. 2 a busy 


inside 
couer 


outside cover 


f before 


beery adj. (beerier, beeriest) 1 show- 
ing the influence of drink. 2 smelling 
or tasting of beer. 


place. 3 anything res- 


embling a wicker bee-  ¢/ar and 


of the family Meropidae 


with a long slender | hive inbeingdomed. _—Paélen 
curved bill. bee-keeping 7. the °” 
occupation of keeping 
bees. 0 bee-keeper 7. He ; 
rece excluder 
beeline 7. a straight line 
between two places. 
0 make a beeline 700d 
chamber _ 


for hurry directly to. 
Beelzebub 7. the 
Devil. [Hebrew, ‘lord 
of flies’, the name ve 
of a Philistine &/7ance 
god| 
been pas! part. of ar 


BEE-EATER: 
CARMINE BEL-EATER 
(Merops nubicus ) 


beef e 7. 1 the flesh of the ox, bull, or cow. for 
eating. > cv. 2 collog. well-developed muscle. 3 (pi. 
beeves) a cow, bull, or ox fattened for beef; its 
carcass. 4 (jl. beefs) slang a complaint; a protest. 
@ v.inir. slang complain. o beef up s/ang strengthen, 


beep e 7. 1 the sound of a 
motor car horn. 2 any similar 
short high-pitched sound. 
@ v. intr, emit a beep. 


reinforce. {from Latin bos bovis ‘ox’] beeper 7». 1 a device that 

beefburger 7. a cake of minced beef, usu. fried or emits beeps. 2 A. Amer = 
grilled. BLLLPLR, 

beefcake 1. slang the display of muscular masculine beer 7. 1 a an alcoholic drink made from yeast- 
physique. fermented malt etc., flavoured with hops. b a glass 


beefeater 7. a warder in the Tower of London. 

beefsteak 7. a thick slice of lean hecf. 

beefsteak tomato 7. .\V. -lmer. = uenk vomvo. 

beef tea n. stewed extract of beef. 

beef tomato 7. Br. an exceptionally large variety 
of tomato. & 1omare 

beefy adj. (beefier, beefiest) 1 like beef. 2 solid; 


muscular. 


or can of this. 2 any of several other fermented 
drinks, e.g. ginger beer. [based on Latin bzbere ‘to 
drink’ 

beer belly x. a stomach which protrudes as a result 
of excessive consumption of beer. 

beer garden 7. a garden where beer 1s served. 

beer gut 7. = Brrr Bris 

beer mat 7. Bri a small table mat for a beer glass 


BEEHIVE: EXPLODED VIEW OF 
\ LANGSTROTH BEEHIVE 


beeswax e@ 7. 1 the wax secreted by 
bees to make honeycombs. 2 this wax 
refined and used to polish wood. @ w/z. 
polish (furniture etc.) with beeswax. 

beet n. any plant of the genus Befa with 

an edible root (sce BEETRUOT, SUGAR 
Beet). {from Latin beta} 

beetle'e 7. 1 y any insect of the order 
Coleoptera, with modified front wings 
forming hard protective cases closing 
over the back wings. 2 collog. any simi- 
lar, usu. black insect. @ wzntr (foll. by 
aboul, away, etc.) collog. hurry, scurry. 
[Old English difuda ‘biter’ 

beetle® e adj. (esp. of the eyebrows) 
projecting, shaggy, scowling. @ v.znér. 
(usu. as beetling adj.) (of brows, cliffs, 
etc.) project; overhang threateningly. 
{Middle English] 

beetle-browed ad. with shaggy, 
projecting, or scowling eyebrows. 

beetroot n. Bri. 1 a beet, Beta vulgaris, 
with an edible spherical dark red root. 
2 this root used as a vegetable. 

beeves //. of ure 3. 

befall «. (pas! befell; past! part. befallen) poet. 1 inti: 
happen {so it befell). 2 t: happen to (a person etc.) 
(what has befallen her?). [Old English] 

befit «./r, (befitted, befitting) 1 be fitted or appro- 
priate for; suit. 2 be incumbent on. 0 befitting ad). 

before e (on. 1 earlier than the time when (crawled 
before he walked |, 2 rather than that (could starve before 
he stole). @ prep. 1 a in front of (before her in the queue). 
b ahead of (crossed the line before him). e under the 


BEETLE 


Beetles make up by far the largest order of insects, with 
over 375,000 species currently identified. They are 
found in almost all land habitats, and feed on a wide 
range of food from carrion, pollen, and plant sap to 
rotting wood. As adults. beetles have heavily armoured 
bodies, and hardened elytra, or forewings, which form 
a protective cover over the more delicate hindwings. 
Beetle larvae have solier bodies, and are usually 
protected by remaining hidden inside their food. Some 
beetles are important pests of crops or of stored food, 
but in nature beetles play a useful role m recycling the 
nutrients in dead remains. Some beetle larvae _ par- 
ticularly in wood-eating species live for over 10 years 
before metamorphosis into adult form. The adults 
themselves typically live for a few weeks or months. 


larvus 


cer lec eth 
hind 


Ags 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER BEETLES - 


Po) SABES Ios D 
LRT | 
tHelaeus 

subserralus 


MALAYAN 
PROG BELTLE 
(Doryphorella 


Mauer ft 


GRLEN TIGER 
Hit tie 
(Alegacephala 
australis) 


b> 0) QUA Gyn) 53) Oa) Bag 1 I 
(Afesotopus 
tarandus) 


APRIC AN GOLIATH BEETLI 
(Goliathus cacicus) 


tibia 


CXNTERNAL FEATURES 
antenna OF A GIANT 
LONGHORN BEETLE 
(Nixuthrus heros) 


terdity 


LNG 
JES) SEIDSTO EDD, 
(Dytiscus 

margutalis) 


LADY BIRD 
(€ Ol cinella 
seplempunctata) 


AFRICAN New 
GROUND GLINEA 
BELLY LE WELEVII 
(Anthia Anopus 
thoraci 1 


before Christ 


impulse of (recoil before the attack). A awaiting 
(the future before them). 2 carlicr than; preceding (Lent 
come before Easter). 3 rather than (death before dishon- 
our). 4 a in the presence of (appear before the judge). 
b for the attention of (a plan put before the committee). 
@ adv. 1 a earlier than the time in question; already 
(heard it before). b in the past (happened long before). 
2 ahead (go before). 3 on the front (hit before and 
behind). A before time see imi. [Old English] 

before Christ «dz. \of a date) reckoned backwards 
from the birth of Christ. 

beforehand adi. in anticipation; in advance 
thad prepared the meal beforehand). [Middle English] 

befoul ¢/: poc!. 1 make foul or dirty. 2 degrade: 
defile (befouled her name). 

befriend ¢/i: act as a fricnd to: help. 

befuddle &/: 1 make drunk. 2 confuse. o befud- 
dlement 1. 

beg «. ‘begged. begging) 1 a in/r i foll. by for) ask for 
(begged for alms). b tr, ask for (food, money, ete.) as a 
gilt. ¢ ir live by begging. 2 te & intr, ask earnestly 
or humbly. 3 ¢ ask formally for (beg leave). 4 intr: 
(of a dog ete.) sit up with the front paws raised 
expectantly, 5 4: take or ask leave (to do something 
U heg tn differ). 0 beg off decline to take part or 
attend. beg the question 1 assume the truth of 
an argument or proposition to be proved. 2 diy. 
pose the question. 3 callog. evade a clifficully. go 
begging jor Bn/. a-begging: wf a chance or a 
thingy not be taken: be unwanted. [Middle English] 


a Usage Many people use the phrase beg the question 
in the disputed sense (sense 2 above). It originally 
meant, and still means. “to assume the truth of the 
thing that is to be proved’, c.g, By asking vehy the policy 
has failed, he hegs the question of whether it hay failed. 
Over the years bee the question has been misunder- 
stood and another meaning has arisen, ‘to raise the 
queso’, or “invite the obvious question’, and this 
is now the more common use of the phrase, e.g. 
Alost people continue to live in cilies. which begs the question 
as to whether city life or country life is mare desirable. Vhis 
use has been extended even further in phrases such 
as The question that still needs ta be beeged ts 


began asi of sci. 

beget «./; (begetting: /as/ begot; achai begat; fas! 
part. begotten /iterary 1 (usu. of a father, some- 
times of a father and mother) procreate. 2 give rise 
to; cause beget sinife). [Old English] o begetter 7. 

beggar e 1. La person who hegs, esp. one who lives 
by begging. 2 a poor person. 3 colleg. a person: a 
fellow 1 froor beggar. @ vt 1 reduce to poverty. 
2 outshine. 3 exhaust the resources of (a beggars 
description . (Middle English] 

beggarly «dj. 1 poverty-stricken; needy, 2 intellec- 
tually poor. 3 mean; sordicl. 4 ungenerous. 

beggary n. extreme poverty. 

begin «, (beginning: pas’ began: pay! _ part. 
begun: It /, perform the first part of; start begin 
work, begin eryimne: begin to understand), 2 mt. come 
into being: arise: a in Gime wea began in 1939), 
bin space Vales heginy bevand the rivers. 3 with to 
+ infin.) i start ata certain Ume then hogan to feel 
WW. 4 int. be begun the meeting will besin at 7). 
San. S intr start speaking Vi," he began). b inti, 
be the first to do something taeho wants to begin.’ ). 
6 intr. colleg. show any attempt or likelihood an’ 
begin to compete), [Old English} 

beginner 1. a person just beginning to learn a skill ete, 

beginning 7. 1 the time or place at which anything 
begins, 2 a source or origin. 3 the first part. 

begone int, poet BO away at once! 

begonia ». a plant of the venus Beeonia, having 
flowers with brightly coloured sepals and no petals. 
[named after M. Begon, French patron of science, 
1638 1710] 

begot /asfof wait. 

begotten past part, Of ward 

begrudge @/, 1 resent: be cissatstied at. 2 em. 
a person the possession of. 0 begrudgingly «a/ 


beguile «/, I charm; amuse. 2 divert attention 
pleasantly from (toil etc.). 3 delude: cheat (beguiled 
him into paying). [from obsolete guile “to deceive’) 
o beguiling adj. beguilingly ad. 

begum 7. (in the Indian subcontinent) 1 a Muslim 
woman of high rank. 2 (Begum) the title of a 
married Muslim woman, equivalent to Mrs. [from 
Eastern Turkish dégam “princess’] 

begun pas! part. of wicin. 

behalf 7. 0 on (or esp. (Sin) behalf of (or on a 
person’s behalf, 1 in the interests of (a person, 
principle, ete.) 2 as representative of yacting on behalf 
of my client), {mixture of earlier phrases on hes halve 
and bihalve him, both literally ‘on his side’] 


mw Usage On behalf of should not be confused with on 
the part of, which means “proceeding from, done or 
iiuated by’. Behalf cannot replace part in His death 
was largely due to panic on his part. Note the different 
scnses expressed by @ fong struggle on behalf of the strikers 
(the struggle being carried out by people other than 
the strikers), and a long struggle on the part of the strih- 
ery (the struggle bemg carried out by the strikers). 


behave ¢. 1 int, a act or react (in a specified way) 
thehaved well). b conduct oneself properly, 2 ref. 
show good manners thehawd herself). [based on to 
have w rellexive “to have or bear oneself] 

behaviour x. ({'S behavior) 1 a the way one 
conducts onesclf, b the treatment of others; moral 
conduct, 2 the way in which a machine, chemical 
substance. ete., acts or works. O behavioural ad). 

behaviourism 1. (/'S behaviorism) Pucho/. the 
theory that human behaviour is determined by 
conditioning vather than by thoughts or feelings, 
and that psychological disorders are best treated by 
altering behaviour patterns. O behaviourist 
n. behaviouristic «/). 

behead ifr cut off the 
{Old English] 

beheld fyi and pas! part. of winow. 

behemoth »). an enormous creature or thing. [from 
Hebrew 4 hemat “monstrous beast’ | 

behest n. /i/erary a command; an entreaty ireent at his 
behest}, [Old Enelish| 

behind e@ frep. 1 a in, towards, or to the rear of. 
b on the further side of (hehind the hush). e hidden 
by isomething behind that remark). 2 a in the past in 
relation to lrouble is behind me now). b late m rela- 
tion to (behind schedule,, 3 inferior tor weaker than 
(rather behind the others in his maths}. 4 @ in support of 
(she's night behind us). b responsible for: giving rise 
to (the man behind the project; the reasons behind his 
revignation). 3 in the tracks of: following, e adz. 
1 ain or to or towards the rear: further back (the 
street behind }. b on the further side (a high wall with 
a field behind}, 2 remaining after the departure of 
most others (slay behind). 3 a in arrears (behind with 
the rent). b late in accomplishing a task ete. (zeork 
mg loo slowly and getting behind). 4 in a weak posi- 
tion, not advanced to the expected or normal 
level of learning i behind in Latin). 5 following (his 
dog running behind). @ n. collog. the Muttocks. 
a behind the scenes sce «1\1. behind the 
times antiquated. [Old English] 

behindhand a/v. & predic.adj. 1 late (in discharg- 
ing a duty, paying a debt, ete... 2 out of date; 
behind time. 

behold i). 1 pas! and past part. beheld) literary sce, 
observe. [Old English] o beholder vn. 

beholden pyedic.ad). under obligation. 

behove 7: (US behoove; .prec. by it as subject: 
fol. by ¢o + infin... formal V be incumbent on. 2 belit 
ll behoves him to protest), [ONd English] 

beige /bay:h/ @ n. a pale sandy fawn colour. 
@ adj. of this colow. [French] 

being v7, 1 existence. 2 the nature or essence (of a 
person ete, his whole beme revolted, 3 a human 
being. 4 anything that exists or is imagined. 

bejewelled adj. \US bejeweled: adorned with 


jewels. 


head of (a person). 


bellboy 


bel 7. a unit used in the comparison of power levels 
in electrical communication or intensities of sound, 
corresponding to an intensity ratio of 10 to | (cf. 
prcibeL). [named after A. G. Bel/, American inventor 
of telephone, 1847 1922] i 

belabour wi (lS belabor; 1 a thrash; beat. 
b attack verbally. 2 argue or elaborate (a subject) in 
excessive detail. 

belated adj. 1 coming late. 2 overtaken by darkness. 
{from obsolete verb belale “to delay’| 0 belatedly 
adi, belatedness i. 

belay e 7. I x fix (a running rope) round a cleat, pin, 
rock, ete., to sccure it, & rock-chimBinc. 2 by @& anti: 
(usu. in imper) aut. slang stop; enough! (esp. belay 
there!). @ n. Lan act of belaying. 2 a spike of rock 
etc. used for belaying, [from Dutch deleggen| 


a Usage [n mountaineering contexts, this word is 
often stressed on the first syllable: /bee-lay/. 


bel canto 7. 1 a lyrical style of operatic singing 
using a full rich broad tone. 2 .alirih., characterized 
by this type of singing, [Italian, literally ‘fine song’ 

belch @ @: 1 intr. emit wind noisily from the stomach 
through the mouth. 2 f (of a chimney, volcano, 
gun, etc.) send (smoke ete.) out or up. @ 7. an act of 
belching, [Old English | 

beleaguer /bi-lee-ger/ wir 1 besiege. 2 vex; 
harass. [from Dutch helegeren “to camp round | 

belfry x. | p/. -ies) 1a bell tower or steeple housing 
hells. 2 a space for hanging bells in a church tower. 
> circ. O have bats in the belfry sce 1°. 
[from Old French ber/rei] 

Belgian e 7, 1 a native or national of Belgium in 
W. Europe. 2 a person of Belgian descent. @ adj. of 
or relating to Beleiuum, 

belie vf (belying, 1 give a false notion of 
(its appearance belies its age). 2 a fail to fulfil a promise 
etc.). b fail to yustily (a hope ete.) [Old English] 

belief). 1 aa person’s religion; religious conviction 
thas no behef ). ba firm optnion (ny belief is that he did 
i), © an acceptance (of a fact, statement, etc.) (belief 
in the afierlife). 2 usu, foll. by in trust or confidence. 
0 beyond belief increclille. [Middle English] 

believe « 1 /r accept as true or as conveying the 
truth (J believe it; dont believe him). 2. think, suppose 
(L believe it’ raining). 3 int® (foll. by in) a have faith in 
the existence of (believes in God). b have confidence 
in (behevey in alternative medicine). © have trust in the 
advisability of (helieves in telling the ruth). 4 intr have 
faith, [Old English] o believable «dj. believabil- 
ity 1. 

believer ». 1 an adherent of a specified religion. 
2 a person who believes a great believer in evercise). 

Belisha beacon 7. Bri/. a flashing orange hall 
mounted on top of a striped post, marking some 
pedestrian crossings. [from L. Hore-Belisha, 
Minister of Transport in 1934] 

belittle ¢./. 1 make seem unimportant: depreciate; 
disparage. 2 make small; diminish in size. 

bell @ 2. 1a hollow object in the shape of a deep 
inverted cup. made to sound a clear niusical note 
when stuck. 2 a a sound or stroke of a bell. 
b iprec. by a numeral) .Vaw/. the ume as indicated 
every half-hour of a watch by the striking of the 
ship’s bell one to eight times. 3 anything that 
sounds like or functions as a bell. 4 aa bell-shaped 
part of a musical instrument. & urrss. b the corolla 
of a flower when bell-shaped. 5 (in ply Mus. a set of 
cylindrical metal tubes of different leneths which 
are struck with a hammer, @ ef: provide with a bell 
or bells. 0 give a person a bell Brii. colloy. tele- 
phone a person. ring a bell col/og. sound familiar, 
{Old Enelish| 

belladonna 7. 1 deadly nightshade, 2 Med, a drug 
prepared from this, [from Italian della donna ‘fair 
lady’, perhaps from the use of its juice to dilate the 
pupils] _ 

bell-bottom ». 1 a marked flare below the knee (of 
a trouser leg). 2 cin ply trousers with bell-bottoms, 

bellboy ». esp. .\. Amer a page in a hotel or club. 


bell curve 


bell curve 7. Statistics » a 
graph of normal distribu- 
tion, with a large rounded 
peak which tapers away at 
each end. 

belle n. 1 a beautiful woman. 
2 a woman recognized as the 
most beautiful (belle of the 
ball). [from Latin bella (fem.) 
‘beautiful ] 

belle €poque z. the period 
of settled and comfortable 
life before the First World War. [French, ‘fine 
period’| 
belles-lettres /bel-letr/ n.p/. (also treated as sing) 
writings or studies of a literary nature, esp. essays 
and criticisms. pe ac, literally ‘fine letters’) 
Obelletrist n. & adj. 
bellicose adj. eager to fight; warlike. 
Latin bellum ‘war’| 0 bellicosity n. 
belligerent e adj. 1 engaged in war or conflict. 
2 given to constant fighting; pugnacious. @ 7. a 
nation or person engaged 1 in war or conflict. (from 
Latin belligerant- ‘waging war’] 0 belligerence 1. 
(also belligerency). belligerently ade. 
bell jar n. a bell-shaped glass cover or container for 
use in a laboratory. 
bell metal ». an alloy of copper and tin for making 
bells (the tin content being greater than in bronze). 
bellow e v. 1 mir. a emit a deep loud roar. b cry or 
shout with pain. 2 @ utter loudly and usu. angrily, 
@ 7. a bellowing sound. [Middle English] 
bellows 7.//. (also treated as sing) 1 a device with an 
air bag that emits a stream of air when squeezed, 
esp. (in full pair of bellows) a kind with two 
handles used for blowing air on to a fire. > accor- 
pion. 2 ¥ an expandable component, e.g. joining 


the lens to the body of a camera. [Middle English] 
_ bellows 


[based on 


stngle-lens reflex camera 


lens 


mount 


BELLOWS: CAMLRA AND STANDARD 
BILE GINscGN STOUT 


bells and whistles 7.//. esp. Computing attractive 
additional features; gimmicks. [an allusion to old 
fairground organs] 

bell-wether 7. 1 the leading sheep of a flock, with 
a bell on its neck. 2 a ringleader. 

belly z. (pi. -ies) 1 the part of the human body below 
the chest, containing the stomach and bowels. > picts: 
non. 2 the stomach, representing the body's need 
for food. 3 the front of the body from the waist to 
the grom. 4 the underside of a four-legged animal. 
5 a a cavity or bulging part of anything, b the 
surface of an instrument of the violin family, across 

which the strings are placed. [Old Enelish, origi- 

nally in sense ‘bag’] o bellyful ». { p/. -fuls). 

bellyache e 7. collog. a stomach pain. @ vind, slang 
complain noisily or persistently. 3 bellyacher 1. 

belly button 7. collog. the navel. 

belly dance 7. an oriental dance performed by a 
woman, involving voluptuous movements of the 
belly. 0 belly dancer n. belly dancing ». 

bellyflop 7. collog. a dive in which the body enters 
the water with the belly flat on the surface. 

belly laugh 7. a loud unrestrained laugh. 

belong «inf; 1 /foll. by fo) a be the property of. b be 
rightly assigned to as a duty, right, part, member, 
characteristic. etc. c be a member of (a club etc.). 
2 have the right qualities to be a member of a 


BELL CURVE 


particular group {he’s nice but 

Just doesn’t belong). 3 (foll. by in, 
under): a be rightly placed or 
classified. b fi a particular 
environment. [Middle Sa 
belongings 11.p/. one’s moya- 
ble possessions. 

Belorussian (also Byeloruss- 
ian) e 7. 1 a native of Belarus 
in eastern Europe. 2 the East 
Slavonic language of Belarus. 
@ ad). of or relating to Belarus, 
its people, or its language. [based on Russian belpi 
‘white’ + Russiya ‘Russia’] 

beloved e adj. much loved. e@ n. a much loved person. 

below e prep. 1 lower in position (down a slope etc.) 
than, 2 at or to a greater depth than (below 500 jeer). 
3 lower or less than in amount or degree (below 
Jreezing point), 4 lower in position or importance 
than. 5 unworthy of. @ adv. 1 at or to a lower point 
or level. 2 a downstairs (lives below). b downstream. 
3 (of a text reference) further forward in a book (as 
noled below). 4 on the lower side (/ooks similar above and 
below’). O below stairs Bri. in the basement of a 
house esp. as the part occupied by servants. 

belt e 7. 1 a swrip of leather or other material worn 
round the waist or across the chest. 2 a belt worn as 
a sien of rank or achievement. 3 aa circular band 
used as a driving medium in machincry. b a 
conveyor belt. c a flexible strip carrying gun 
cartridges. 4a strip of colour or texture etc. difler- 

ing from that on each side. 5 a distinct region or 
extent (commuter belt;. 6 slang a heavy blow. @ v. 1 tr: 
put a belt round. 2 é (often fol. by on) fasten with a 
helt. 3 a beat with a belt. b slang hit hard. 4 inix 
(usu, foll. by @/ong, down, etc.) slang rush. 0 below 
the belt unfair or unfairly. belt out s/ang sme or 
utter loudly and forcibly. belt up 1 s/ang be quict. 
2 callog. put on a seat belt. tighten one’s belt live 
more frugally. under one’s belt 1 (of food) eaten. 
2 securely acquired (has a degree under her bell). {from 
Latin balie 1 o belter 1. 

Beltane ». an ancient Celuc festival celebrated on 
May Day. [Scottish Gaelic] 

beltway 7. US 1 a4 ring road. 2 (usu. Beltway) 
(often alhzb.) Washington, DC. 

beluga 1. 1 aa large kind of sturgeon, Huso 

huso. b caviar obtained trom it. 2 > a 
white whale. > wuytt. [Russian] BE 

belvedere ». a summer house 
or open-sided gallery usu. at 
rooftop level. (Italian, from del 
‘beautiful’ + vedere “to see’| 


<«, 


belying pres. part. of butt. 

BEM abby. British Empire Medal. 

bemoan =/. express regret or sorrow over; lament. 

bemuse «:/?, bewilder (a person). 6 bemusedly ad. 
bemusement /!. 

bench rn. 1 a long seat of wood or stone. 2 a 
working-table for a carpenter etc. 3 (prec. by the 
a the office of judge or magistrate. b a judge’s seat 
in a law court. e a law court. d judges and magis- 
rates collectively. 4 (often in p/.) an area to the side 
of a pitch, with seating where coaches and players 
not taking part can watch the game. O on the 
bench 1 appointed a judge or magistrate. 2 Sport 
acting as substitute or reserve. [Old English] 
o bencher vv. Law 

benchmark ». 1 a surveyors mark cut in a wall 
ete., used for reference in measuring altitudes, 2 a 
standard or point of reference. 

bend'e:. Weateat past part. bent except in bended 
knee) 1 a tr. force or adapt into a curve or angle. 
b int, (of an object) he altered in this wav. 2 inh. 
move in a curved course (the road bends to the left . 
3 intr, & ty: (often foll. by dower, over, etc.) incline o1 
cause to incline from the vertical. 4 /: interpret o1 
modify (a rule). 5 t @ refl. foll. by to, on) direct o1 
clevote (oneself or one’s attention, cnergics, ctc.! 
6 /r, turn (one’s steps or eyes) In a new direction. 
7 pb: (in passive; foll. by on) be determined :zvas bent on 
selling). 8 a intr. stoop or submit i bent before his master: 
b &. force to subinit. @ 7. La curve ma road or other 
course. 2 a departure from a straight course. 3 a 


a= 


bent 


bent part of anything. 4 (the bends) collog. decom- 
pression sickness. O bend over backwards sce 
BACKWARDS. round (or (°S around, the bend (o/lug. 
insane. [Old English] o bendable adj. bendy ad). 
‘bendier. bendiest). 

bend? 7. 1 aul. any of various knots for tying 
ropes. & KNo1, 2 Heraldry a a diagonal stripe from 
top left to bottom right of a shield. b (bend sinis- 
ter) a diagonal stripe from top right to bottom left. 
as a sign of bastardy. [Old English] 

bender 2. s/ang a wild drinking spree. 

beneath e /¢p. 1 too demeaning for (beneath him to 
reply). 2 below, under. @ adv. underneath. [Old 
English] 

Benedictine 1. /be-ni-dik-tin/ a monk or nun of 
an order following the rule of St Benedict. {from 
Latin name Benedictus| 

benediction 7». 1 the 
2 the state of being blessed. 
dictus blessed’ | 

benefaction 7. 1 a donation or gift. 2 an act of 
giving or doing good. [from Late Latin benefactio, 
related to penrrir] 

benefactor 7. ( fem. benefactress) a person who 
gives support (esp. financial) to a person or cause. 

benefice 7. 1 a living from a Church office. 2 the 
property attached to a Church office. [from Latin 
heneficium favour | 0 beneficed ad). 

beneficent adj. doing good; actively kind. 0 ben- 
eficence n. beneficently adv. 

beneficial ad. advantageous; having benefits. [based 
on Latin beneficium ‘favour’| 0 beneficially adi. 

beneficiary 2. (fi. -ies) 1 a person who receives 
benefits under a will etc. 2 a holder of a Church 
living. [from Latin beneficarius] 

benefit e 7. 1 a favourable or helpful factor or 
circumstance; advantage, profit. 2 (often in pi.) 
payment made under insurance etc. (seckness benefit). 
3a public performance or game of which the 
proceeds go to a particular player, company, or 

charitable cause. @ v. (benefited, benefiting: L/S 
benefitted, benefitting) 1 ¢ bring advantage to. 
2 inti: (often foll. by frum, by) receive an advantage or 
gam. O the benefit of the doubt a concession 
that a person is innocent, correct, etc., although 
doult exists. [based on Latin bene facere ‘to do well’| 


utterance of a blessing, 
{based on Latin bene 


—_ 


— 


BELUGA 
(Delphinapterus leucas: 


benevolent ad. 1 wishing to do good; actively help- 
ful. 2 charitable (benevolent fund). [from Latin ben 
well’ + volent- wishing] 0 benevolence n. benev- 
olently adi. 

Bengali e x, ( //. Bengalis) 1 a native of Bengal, a 
former Indian province. 2 the language of the 
Bengalis. @ adj. of or relating to Bengal or its people 
or language. 

benighted aj. 1 intellectually or morally ignorant. 
2 overtaken by darkness. 

benign adj. /bi-nyn/ 1 gentle, kindly. 2 salutary. 
3 yof the climate etc.) mild. 4 Ved. not malignant. 
{from Latin bengnus, from bene ‘well’ + -genus ‘born’] 
go benignity 7. benignly ad. 

benignant adj. 1 kindly, esp. to inferiors. 2 salutary. 
beneficial. 3 Med. = !. O benignancy i. 
benignantly ad. 

bent! fast and past part. of sixv' >, @ adj. 1 curved 
or having an angle. 2 esp. Brit. slang dishonest. 
When. 3 Brit. slang affens. sexually deviant: homosex- 
ual. 4 doll. by on) determined to da or have 
ev. Lan inclination or bias. 2 (loll. by fora talent a 
bent for mamicry’). 

bent® ». 1 a any still grass of the genus Jeroy/iy. 
b any of various grasslike reeds, rushes, or sedves. 


2a stl! stalk of a grass. [Middle English] 


BENIGN 


1 


= 
~ 


benthos 


BERRY 


Berries are procuced by a wide range 
of flowering plants. Although many 
are cultivated for human consump- 
tion, their soft, succulent flesh origi- 
nally evolved to attract animals and 
thereby aid seed dispersal. When an 
animal eats a berry, the [ruit’s flesh 
is digested, but the seeds pass 
through its body unharmed. 


vesicle 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER BERRIES 


- )@ 


CPL GOOSE- 
BLRRY 
(Physalis perumana) 


BANANA 


Aduya nana 


benthos ». the flora and fauna found at the 
hottom of a sea or lake. [Greek, literally 
“depth of the sea’| o benthic ad). 
bento 2. 1a lacquered or decorated wooden 
Japanese lunch box 2 a Japanese-style 
packed lunch, consisting of items such as 
rice, vegetables, and sashimi, | Japanesc] 
bentonite 7. a kind of absorbent clay used 
esp. as a filler. [from Fort Ben/on, in Montana 
US) where it is found] 
benumb ©./, make numb. 
Benzedrine ». fo), amphetamine. 
benzene 7. a colourless 
hydrogen 1 carcinogenic volatile 
liquid found in coal tar 
etc. 0 benzenoid ad). 
benzene ring 7. < 
the hexagonal unsat- 
: urated ring of 
carbon atoms in the 
benzene molecule. 


atom 


SIX 


benzine ». (also ben- 
~ . zin}) a mixture of 


lhen=ene quid hydrocarbons 

ont sa obtained from petro- 
if leum. 

BENZENE RING IN \ benzodiazepine 1. 

BLN/ENE MOLEBGULI Pharm. any class of 


organic 
compounds used as 


heteroevelic 


tranquillizers, including Librium and Valium. 

benzoin /. 4 fragrant gum resin obtained from vari- 
ous I. Asian trees of the genus Sha, and used in 
the manufacture of perfumes and incense. [based on 
Arabic aban pact Incense of Java | 

bequeath /|)i-kweeth/ 1. 1 leave to a person by 
a will, 2 hand down to posterity, [Old English, 
related to ot ort] oO bequeathal 7». bequeather ». 

bequest #. 1 the act or an instance of bequeathing. 
2a thing bequeathed. [Middle Enelish, based on 
Carlier cis saying testament | 

ld 

bereave ¢./7, loll. by of deprive of a relation ete. by 
death. [Old English] a bereaved adj. bereave- 
ment ». 

bereft ad). toll. by of deprived (hereff of hope), [past 


paruciple of ner | 


berate (./). rebuke 


beret /be-1.\ / 40 round 
Rattish yw oof felt or cloth 
[from Provencal ber red] 
BERET 


remains 
of style 


(juice sac) 7 


iG Lal BB) 
(Lyeopersicum 
esculentum, 


a 


2 = ae 


pedicel 
(flower stalk) 


placenta 


endocarp 


seed “—~ mesocarp 


STRUCTURE OF \V EIAMON  Cifries damon 


6 


CHARENTAIS 
MELON 
(Cucumis melo) 


GREK 
t Theobroma cacao) 


berg 7. = 1crunrs. 
bergamot 7. 1 < an aromatic herb, 
esp. Afentha citrata. 2 an oily perfume 
extracted from the rind of the fruit of 
the citrus tree Gilrus bergamia. 
3 the tree itself. [from Bergamo in 
N. Italy] 
beriberi n. a discase causing 
inflammation of the nerves. due 
to a deficiency of vitamin B). 
[Sinhalese, from eri ‘weakness’] 
berk ». (also burk) Br. s/ang a fool. 
[abbreviation of Berkeley or Berkshire 
Hunt, rhyming slang for cunt| 


: a Usage Despite its etymology, this 
, word is not usually considered to be 
BERGAMOT obscene. 


Afentha citata\ berkelium n. Chem. a transuranic 


radioactive metallic element. [mo- 
dern Latin, based on Berkeley in California, where 
first made] 

berm ». a narrow path or grass strip beside a road, 
canal, ete. [from Dutch] 

Bermuda shorts 7n.//. (also Bermudas) close- 
fitttug shorts reaching the knees. [from Bermuda in 
the W. Adantic] 

berry 7. (p/. -ies) 1 any small roundish juicy fruit 
without a stone. & reir. 2 Bot. & a fruit with its 
seeds enclosed in a pulp (e.g. a banana}. 3 any of 
various kernels or seeds (e.g. the coffee bean). [Old 
English] 0 berried adj. (also in comb). 

berserk ad). (esp. in go berserk) wild; in a violent 
rage. {from Icelandic berserk] 

berth e 7. 1 a fixed bunk on a ship, train, etc., for 
slecping in, 2 a ship’s place at a wharf. 3 adequat 
sea room. 4 collog. a situation or appomtment. 
3 the proper place for anything, @ ¢. 1 4 moor 
(a ship) in its berth. 2 @ provide a 
sleeping place for. 3 int (of a 
ship) come to its mooring 
place. G give a wide 
berth to stay away from. 

beryl ». 1» a kind of 


transparent 


Prismath 


precious 
stone, esp. pale green, 
blac. or vellow in 
a hexagonal form. 

2 a mineral species 
which mcludes 
this, emerald. and 
aquamarine. {from 
( I cek hy pulls} 


rock 


groundmass | 


BERYL 


beryl crystal 


bestow 


beryllium x. Chem. a hard white metallic element 
used in the manufacture of light corrosion-resistant 
alloys. 

beseech wiz (past and past part. besought or 
beseeched) 1 (foll. by for, or fo + infin.) entreat. 
2 ask earnestly for. [Middle English, based on secan 
‘to scek’] o beseeching ad). 

beset vir (besetting; fas! and past part. beset) 
1 harass persistently (beset by worries). 2 hem in 
(a person etc.). [Old English] 

beside frep. 1 at the side of. 2 compared with. 
3 irrelevant to (beside the point). 0 beside oneself 
overcome with worry etc. [Old English] 

besides e /rep. in addition to. @ adv. also; as well; 
moreover. 


a Usage Note the difference in meaning between 
the prepositions beside and besides. Beside was in the 
past used to mean ‘in addition to, apart from’, but 
this is now rare. 


besiege wir 1 lay siege to. 2 harass. [Middle 
English} o besieger 1. 
besmirch «fr, 1 soil, discolour. 2 dishonour; sully 
the reputation or name of. 
besom /bee-z6m/ 7. ® a broom made of 
twigs tied round a stick, [Old English] 
besotted ad. 1 infatuated. 2 
3 intoxicated. 
besought fast and past part, of BesincH. 
bespatter v./ 1 spatter (an object) all over. 
2 spatter (liquid etc.) about. 3 overwhelm 
with abuse etc. 
bespeak i! (pas! bespoke; past part. be- 
spoken or as adj. bespoke) 1 engage in 
advance. 2 order (goods). 3 be evidence of 
(bespeaks a kind heart). {O\d English] 
bespectacled ad. wearing spectacles. 
bespoke past and pasi<part. of arspeak. 
@ adj. Brit. 1 (of goods, esp. clothing) made 
to order. 2 (of a tradesman) making 
goods to order. 
bespoken pas! part. of Bespeak. 
best e adj. (superl. of cood) of the most 
excellent or outstanding or desirable 
kind (my best work). es adv. (superl. of 
wet!) Lin the best manner (does it best). 
2 to the greatest degree (like it best). 
3 most usefully (iy best ignored). @ n. 
1 that which is best (the best as yet to 
come). 2 the chief merit or advantage 
(brings out the best in him). 3 (foll. by of ) a 
winning majority of (a certain number of 
games etc. played) (the best of five). @ v.tr. collog. defeat, 
outwit, outbid, etc, O as best one can as well as 
possible under the circumstances. at best on the 
most optimistic view. be for (or all for) the best 
be desirable in the end. the best part of most of. 
do one’s best do all one can. get the best of 
defeat, outwit. had best would find it wisest to. to 
the best of one’s ability, knowledge, etc. as far 
as one can do, know, etc. [Old English] 
best-before date 7. = vst-1y parr 
best boy 2. esp. US the assistant to the chief elec- 
trician of a film crew. 
bestial ad). 1 brutish, cruel, savage. 2 sexually deprav- 
ed; lustful. 3 of or like a beast. [based on Latin bestia 
‘beast’] 0 bestialize v./, (also -ise). bestially adv. 
bestiality 7. (p/. -ies) 1 bestial behaviour or an 
instance of this, 2 sexual intercourse between a 
person and an animal. 
bestiary 7. (/)/. -ies) a moralizing medieval 
treatise on real and imaginary beasts. 
bestir «.¢//. (bestirred, bestirring) excrt 
or rouse (oneself }. 


confused. 


BESOM 


best-known «/t7i).adj. most famous. 

best man 7. the bridegroom’s chief attendant. 
bestow w/7, 1 (foll. by on, upon) confer (a gift, 
right. etc.). 2 deposit. [Middle English, based on 
earlier sfow ‘a place’| 0 bestowal n. 


all i 


bestrew 


bestrew w./7. (past part. bestrewed or bestrewn) 
1 (foll. by with) cover (a surface). 2 scatter (things) 
about. 3 lie scattered over. [Old English] 

bestride viz. (asi bestrode; past part. bestridden) 
1 sit astride on. 2 stand astride over. [Old English] 

best-seller 7. 1 a book or other item that has sold 
in large numbers. 2 Brit. the author of such a book. 
a best-selling ad). 

bet e ». (betting; past and pas! part. bet or betted) 
1 intr. (foll. by on or against with reference to the 
outcome) risk a sum of money etc. against 
another’s on the basis of the outcome of an unpre- 
dictable event. 2 é risk (an amount) on such an 
outcome (bet £70 on a horse). 3 fr risk a sum of 
money against (a person), 4 é collog. feel sure (bet 
they've forgotten it). @ n. 1 the act of betting (make a 
bet). 2 the money ete. staked (put a bel on). 3 collog. an 
opinion (my bet is that he won't come). 4 collog. a choice 
or course of action (she’s our best bel). 0 you bet | 
collog. you may be sure. bettor n. (also better). 
[l6th-century coinage] 

beta x. 1 the second letter of the Greek alphabet 
(B, B). 2 Brit. a second-class mark given for a piece 
of work or in an examination. 3 the second 
member of a series. [from Greek] 

beta blocker 7. Pharm. a drug that prevents the 
stimulation of increased cardiac action. used to 
reduce high blood pressure. 

beta decay n. radioactive decay in which an elec- 
tron is emitted. > rapioveTnin 

betake uwrefl. (pas! betook: pas! part. betaken) 
(foll. by to) go to (a place or person). 

beta particle 7. (also beta ray} a fast-moving clec- 
tron emitted by radioactive decay of substances 
(originally regarded as rays). > RADIOAGEIVIIN 

betatron 2. Physics an apparatus for accelerating 
electrons in a circular path by magnetic induction. 


betel /bee-tél/ x. the leaf of the Asian evergreen ~ 


climbing plant Piper betle. | Portuguese] 
betel-nut 7. ¥ the areca nut. 


= 


nut kernel 


half-ripe 


fret 


BETEL-NUT 
(Areca catechu\ 


béte noire /bayt nwah/ n. (pl. bétes notres 
pronunc. same) a person or thing one particularly ’ 
dislikes or fears. [French, literally “black beast’] 

bethink ‘7e/!. | pas! and past part. bethought) (foll. 
by of, how, or that + clause) formal 1 reflect; stop to 
think. 2 be reminded by reflection. [Old English] 

betide ¢, (only in infin. and 3rd sing. subjunctive) esp. 
poet. 1 # happen to weve betide him). 2 int, happen 
(whate er may betide). [from obsolete tide to befall’ 

betimes adr. /iferary early: in good ume. [from obso- 
lete betime (from by time)] 

betoken vf; 1 be a sign of: indicate. 2 augur 
[Middle English, from earlier faenian ‘to signify’] 


betook asi of actakr. 

betray xf 1 place (a person, one’s 
country, etc.) in the power of an enemy. 
2 be disloyal to (another person etc.). 
3 reveal involuntarily (Ais shaking hand 
betrayed his fear). 4 lead into error, 
[based on Latin éradere ‘to hand 
over] O betrayal 1. betrayer ”. 

betroth «/; (usu. as betrothed ad.) 
bind with a promise to marry. 
[Middle English] o betrothal 7. 

better e@ adj. 1 (compar. of coop) of a 
more excellent or outstanding or desir- 
able kind (a better product; if ve ould be hetter 


betony /bet-6ni/ 7. (fl. -ies) 1m a 7 
purple-flowered plant, Stachys officinalis. \ 
2 any of various similar plants. [from 
Latin betonica| af 


BETONY 
Siachys officinalis) 


to go home). 2 (compar. of wet") partly or fully 
recovered from illness (feeling better). @ adv. 
(compar. of weit") 1 in a better manner (she 
sings belter\. 2 to a greater degree (like if better). 
3 more usefully or advantageously (2s better 
forgotten). @ n. 1 that which is better (the better 
of the two). 2 (usu. in pl; prec. by my etc.) one’s 
superior in ability or rank (/ake notice of your 
betters). @ v. 1 tr, umprove on; surpass. 2 fr, make 
better; improve. 3 re//. improve one’s position 
etc. 4 int, become better; improve. 0 the 
better part of most of. get the better of 
defeat, outwit; win an advantage over. go 
one better 1 outbid etc. by one. 2 outdo 
another person. had better would find it 
wiser to. [Old English] 0 betterment n. 

better half 1. collog. one’s wife or husband. 

betting 7. 1 gambling by risking money on an 
unpredictable outcome. 2 the odds offered in 
this. 

betting shop x. Brit. a bookmaker’s shop or office. 

between e /¢/. 1 a at or to a point in the interval 
bounded by two or more other points in space, 
time, etc. (broke down beticeen London and Dover: we 
must meet between now and Friday). b along the extent 
of such an interval (there are five shops between here 
and the main road, works best between five and six, the 
numbers betceen 10 and 20). 2 separating, physically 
or conceptually (the distance between here and Leeds; 
the difference between right and wrong). 3a by combining 
the resources of (between us we could afford it). b as the 
joint resources of (£9 between them). ¢ by joint or 
reciprocal action (an agreement between us). 4 to and 
from (runs between London and Sheffield). 5 taking one 
and rejecting the other of (decide betieeen eating 
here and going oul). @ adv. (also in between) at a point 
or in the area bounded by two or more other 
points in space, time, sequence, etc. (nol fat or thin 
bul in bekeven). 0 between times (or whiles) in 
the intervals between other actions; occasionally. 
{Old English bereeonum “by two’ ] 

betwixt prep. © adv. archaic between. 0 betwixt and 
between ollog. neither one thing nor the other. 
{Old English] 

bevel e ». 1 a slope from the horizontal or vertical 
in carpentry and stonework. 2 .in full bevel 
square) a tool for marking angles im carpentry and 
stonework. @ 2. (bevelled, bevelling: ['S beveled, 
beveling) 1 & reduce (a square edge) to a sloping 
edge. 2 int: slope at an angle; slant. [based on Old 
French baer ‘to gape’| 

beverage n. esp. formal a drink. [based on Latin 
bibere “to drink’ 

bevvy 7. Bri. collog. an alcoholic drink. [abbrevia- 
tion of Brveract] 

bevy ». (pl. -ies) 1 a flock of quails or larks. 2 a 
company or group (originally of women). [Middle 
English] 

bewail «i, 1 greatly regret or lament, 2 wail over; 
mourn for. 


beware 2: (only in dmper. or infin.) 1 int be cautious, 
take heed (beware of the dog: told us to beware, heware 
that you don't fall). 2 t. be cautious of heware the 
Ide of March). 
bewilder w/r utterly perplex or confuse, 
[from obsolete zez/der “to lose one’s way | 
OG bewilderedly ad. bewildering 
adj. bewilderment 1. 
bewitch «fr 1 enchant; greatly 
delight. 2 cast a spell on. [Middle 
English, from earlier wiecian “10 
enchant’] GO bewitching ad. be- 
witchingly ad. 
beyond e prep. 1 at or to the furthe: 
side of (beyond the river). 2 outside the 
scope, range, or understanding of 
thevond repair. beyond a joke. it ix beyond 
me). 3 more than. @ ad. Eat or to the 
further side. 2 further on. @ 7. \prec. by 
the) the unknown after death. Oo the 
back of beyond see sick, [Old English| 


BEZEL OF 
A CHISEL 


bicentenary 


bezel /bez-él/ 7. 1 < the sloped edge of a 
chisel. 2 the oblique faces of a cut gem. 
3 a groove holding a watch-glass or gem. 
[from Old French] 
bezique ». a trick-taking card game for two, 
played with a double pack of 64 cards. 
[French bésigue, perhaps from a Persian word 
meaning ‘juggler’ 
bhaji 7. (p/. bhajis) 1 an Indian dish of fried 
vegetables, 2 a small flat cake or ball of 
vegetables, fried in batter (onion bhajt). [from 
Hindi bhaji ‘fried vegetables’ | 
bhangra 7. a kind of pop music that 
combines Punjabi folk traditions with 
Western pop music. [from Punjabi bhan- 
gra, a traditional folk dance] 

Bi symb. Chem. the element bismuth. 

bi- comb. form (often bin- before a vowel) 

forming nouns and adjectives meaning: 

1 having two; a thing having two (bilateral; 
binaural) 2 a occurring twice in every one or 
once in every two (bimonthly). b lasting for two (bien- 
nial). 3 doubly; in two ways (bzconcave). 4 Chem. 
a substance having a double proportion of 
the acid etc. indicated by the simple word bzcarbon- 
ate). {Latin] 

biannual adj. occurring, appearing, etc., twice a 
year. 0 biannually ad2. 

bias e ». 1 a predisposition or prejudice. 2 Svatistics 
a systematic distortion of a statistical result due to 
a factor not allowed for in its derivation. 3 an edge 
cut obliquely across the weave of a fabric. > wer. 
4 Bowls a the regular shape given to a bowl. b the 
oblique course this causes it to run. 5 Electr. a steady 
voltage, magnetic field, etc., applied to an elec- 
tronic system or device. @ uf (biased, biasing: 
biassed, biassing) 1 (esp. as biased adj.) influ- 
ence (usu. unfairly); prejudice, 2 give a bias to. on 
the bias obliquely, diagonally. [from French dzazs] 

bias binding ». a strip of fabric cut obliquely and 
used to bind edges. 

biathlon 7. Sport an athletic contest in skiing and 
shooting or in cycling and running. o biathlete n. 

bib x. 1 a piece of cloth or plastic fastened round a 
child’s neck to keep the clothes clean while eating. 
2 the top front part of an apron, pair of dungarees. 
ete. [Middle English} 

bibelot /bib-é-loh/ n. a small curio or artistic trin- 
ket. [French] 

Bible n. 1 a the Christian scriptures consisting of 
the Old and New Testaments. b the Jewish scrip- 
tures. 2 bible) co/lug. any authoritative book. [from 
Greek biblia ‘books } 

Bible belt 7. the areas of the southern and central 
US and western Canada where fundamentalist 
Protestant beliefs prevail. 

biblical adj. (also Biblical; 1 of, concerning, or 
contained in the Bible. 2 resembling the language of 
the Authorized Version of the Bible. o biblically ade. 

biblio- con), form denoting a book or books. [Greek] 

bibliography 1. (//. -ies) 1 a a list of the books 
referred to in a scholarly work. b a list of the books 
of a specific author or publisher, or on a specific 
subject. ete. 2 a the history or description of books. 
inclucing authors, editions, ete. b anv book 
containing such information. [from modern Laun 
hibliograplia| QO bibliographer n. bibliographic 
ad). bibliographical ad). 

bibliophile n. a person who collects or is fond of 
books. 

bibulous ad. given to drinking alcoholic liquor 
[from Latin bibulus “freely drinking’ ] 

bicameral «dj. of a parliament or legislative body 
having two chambers. [based on Latin camera 
‘chamber | 0 bicameralism n. 

bicarbonate ». 1 Chem. any acid salt of carbon 
acid, 2 in full bicarbonate of soda. sodium bicar- 
bonate used as an antacid or in baking pow der. 

bicentenary e 1. (//. -ies) 1 a two-hundredth 
anniversary, 2 a celebration of this. @ adj. of om 
concerning a bicentenary. 


bezel 


bicentennial 


BICYCLE 


The bicycle converts the energy of the 
cyclist into propulsion: pressure exerted on 
levers - the pedals — is transferred through 


the gear system to turn the wheels. The 
modern bicycle dates from the introduction 
saddle 


LEAT CORRS Gb x 
MOUNTAIN BICYCLE 


seal 

boll 
reflector , . 

spoke _ 


wheel 
rim . 


(yr 


rea) 
derailleur 
(O28 ——— 
chain 
presta valve 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER BICYCLES 


RACING BICYCLE 


bicentennial e 7. a bicentenary, e ad). 1 lasting two 
hundred years or occurring every two hundred 
years, 2 of or concerning a bicentenary, 
biceps n. (//. same) ¥ a muscle having two heads 
or attachments at one end, esp. the muscle 
which bends the elbow. & mesct tyre Re. 
[Latin, hterally *two-headed’| 


biceps . 
_ elbore joint 


~ radius 


ulna 


BICEPS: HUMAN ARM SILTOAWWING TAR BECLPS 

bicker vir argue pettily. [Middle English] 

biconcave adj. concave on both sides. 

biconvex «dj, convex on both sides 

bicultural ad}. having or combining two cultures. 

bicycle @ ». A a vehicle of two wheels held in a 
frame one behind the other, propelled by pedals 
and steered with handlebars attached to the front 
wheel. @ vim. ride a bicycle. [based on Greek fudloy 
wheel] 0 bicyclist 7. > pik witte 

bicycle clip 7. a clip used to 
trouser leg at the ankle, 

bid e ». (bidding: pas! bid. anhaic bade: pas! part 
bid, archaw bidden) 1 tr. G intr. | past and past part 
bid; a offer (a certain price) (hid for the vase; hid 
against the dealer, bid_ £20). b offer do work etc, for 


confine a cyclist’s 


a stated price. 2 @ achat or literary a command 
bid the soldiers shoot). b invite whade her start. 
3 tr. archae or literary utter vgreetng or Larewell to 


UL bade him welcome), 41 past and past part. bid) Card 


pedal 


RECUMBENT 


of pneumatic tyres and gears at the end of 
the 19th century. A wide variety of types 1s 
now available, from general purpose bicy- 
cles to more specialized machines for off- 
road cycling and racing. : 


_ handlebars 


brake 
cable 

_- brake bloch 
cantilever 
brake arm 


water 
bottle 
fins 


foe chip 


quick- | 
release 


‘hub clamp 


front 
fork blade / 


WGN: SPBED-TRINL BIGWOIEE 


a intr. state before play how many tricks one intends 
to make. b /: state tone’s intended number of 
tricks). @ 2. 1 a an offer (of a price) (a bid of £5). 
b an offer (to do work, supply goods, etc.) at a stated 
price; a tender. 2 Cards a statement of the number 
of tricks a player proposes to make. 3 collog. an 
attempt (a bid for power). bid fair to seem likely to. 
make a bid for try to gain (made a bid for freedom). 
[Old English] o bidder n. 

biddable adj. obeclient. 

bidding ». 1 the offers at an auction. 2 Card) the act 
of making a bid or bids. 3 a command, request, or 
invitation, 


BIG BANG 


Many astronomers subscribe to the big bang 
theory, which proposes that space, time, 
and matter were created by a huge explo- 
sion between 10 and 20 billion years ago. 


EXPANGSERA SOE MEE UNIVERSI: 
APTER THE BIG BANG 


hig bang! — | mass-energy | dense clouds 


rvplosion of matte 


primordial galaxy 


big bang 


bidding prayer 1. a prayer inviting the congrega- 
tion to join in. 

biddy 7. (p/. -ies) slang derog. a woman (esp. old biddy). 
{pet form of the name Bridget} 

bide «ini: archaic or dial. remain; stay. 0 bide one’s 
time await one’s best opportunity. [Old English] 

bidet /bee-day/ n. a low oval basin used esp. for 
washing the genital area. [French, literally ‘pony’ 

bidirectional adj. functioning in two directions. 

Biedermeier /bee-dex-myr/ attrib.adj. 1 (of styles, 
furnishings, etc.) characteristic of the period 
1815-48 in Germany. 2 derog. conventional; bour- 
geois. [from Biedermaier, name of a fictitious 
German poet created (1854) by L. Eichrodt] 

biennial e adj. 1 lasting two years. 2 recurring 
every two years. @ 7. 1 Bot. a plant that takes two 
years to grow from seed to fruition and die. 2 an 
event celebrated or taking place every two years. 
[based on Latin annus ‘year’] 

bier 7. a movable frame on which a coffin or a 
corpse is placed. [Old English] 

biff s/ang en. a sharp blow. e@ 7 strike (a person). 

bifocal e ad. having two focuses, esp. of a lens with 
a part for distant vision and a part for near vision. 
e 7. (in pi.) bifocal spectacles. 

BIFU ad/:: Banking, Insurance, and Finance Union. 

bifurcate e v./. GS inir, divide into two branches: 
fork. @ adj. forked; branched. [based on Latin bifur- 
cus ‘two-forked’] 0 bifurcation 7. 

big e ad). (bigger, biggest) 1 a of considerable size, 
amount, intensity, etc. (@ big mistake; a big helping). 
b of a large or the largest size (47g toe; big drum). 
2 important; significant; outstanding (my big chance), 
3 a grown-up (a big boy nov’). b elder (dig sister). 4 collog. 
a boastful (di words). b often iron. generous (zg of 
him). ¢ ambitious (big ideas). 5 advanced in preg- 
nancy; fecund (big wrth child; big with consequences). 
e@ adv. collog. i. a big manner, esp.: 1 effectively (ven! 
over bi). 2 boasttully (/alk.big). 3 amibitiously (/AinA 
big). 0 the big time s/ang. success in a profession. in 
a big way 1 on a large scale. 2 collog. with great 
enthusiasm, display, etc. look (or talk) big boast. 
[Middle English] o biggish adj. bigness n. 

bigamy 7. (/. -ies) the crime of marrying when 
already married to anothér person. [based on Greek 
gamos ‘marriage’] O bigamist 7. bigamous ad). 

Big Apple 2. .V. Amer. slang New York City. 

big band ». a large jazz or pop orchestra. 

big bang ». (also Big Bang) 1 y the explosion of 
dense matter, postulated as the origin of the 
universe, 2 Stock Exch. (in the UK) the introduction 
in 1986 of important changes in the regulations 
and procedures for trading. 


At first a hot, dense fireball of particles and 
radiation, the universe continues to expand. 
with galaxies rushing away from each other, 


present-day universe . 


elliptical galaxy | spiral galaxy 


Big Brother 


Big Brother 2. an all-powerful supposedly benevo- 
lent dictator (as in Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-four). 

big deal ini. slang, iron. | am not impressed. 

big dipper 7. 1 Bri. a fairground switchback. 
2 N. Amer (Big Dipper) = pioucH n. 3. 

big end n. ¥ (in a motor vehicle) the end of the 
connecting rod that encircles the crankpin. > wrer- 
NAL COMBUSTION ENGINE 


BIG END IN A FLAT-FOUR 
CYLINDER ARRANGUMEN'I 


connecting rod 

Bigfoot n. a large, hairy ape-like creature, suppos- 
edly found in NW America. 

big game ». large animals hunted for sport. 

biggie 7. collog. a big person or thing; an important 


event. 
big-head x. collog. a conceited person. a big- 
headed ad. 


bight n. 1 a curve or recess in a coastline, river, etc. 
2 a loop of rope. [Old English}. 

big league .\. Amer @ 7. a top league in a profes- 
sional sport (often hyphenated when alinb: big 
league teams). @ atirib.adj. (big-league) collog. major; 
top; outstanding. 

big name 2. a famous person. 

bigot 7. an obstinate and intolerant belicver in a reli- 
gion, political theory, ete. [from French] 0 bigotry zn. 

bigoted adj. unreasonably prejudiced and intolerant. 

big top 7. the main tent in a circus. 

big tree 7. US the giant sequoia, Sequoiadendron 
giganteum, ¢ 


i iil 


big wheel rn. 1 a Ferris wheel. 2... Amer slang 
= BOW. 
bigwig 1. collog. an important person. 
bijou /bee-2hoo/ attrib.adj. small and elegant. 
(French, literally ‘jewel’ 
bike collog. en. a bicycle or motorcycle. @ vir ride 
a bicycle or motorcycle, 
biker 7. a motorcyclist. 
bikini 7. a two-piece swimsuit for women. [from 
Bikini, atoll where an atom bomb was exploded 
(1946), from the supposed ‘explosive’ effect] 
bilateral ad). 1 of, on, or with two sides. 2 affecting 
or between two parties, coun- 
tries, ete. (bilateral negotiations). 
O bilaterally adi. 
bilateral symmetry 7. & the 
property of being divisible into 
symmetrical halves on either side 
of a unique plane. 
bilberry 1. (//. -ies) 1 w a hardy 
dwarf shrub, Faccanium myrtillus, of 
N. Europe, growing on heaths and 
mountains, and having dark 
blue berries. 2 the berry of this 
species. 
Bildungsroman 7. a novel 
dealing with someone's 
formative years or spiritual 
education. [German, from Bildung 
c) ‘education’+ Roman ‘a novel} 
. bile 7. 1 a bitter greenish- 
2 ® brown alkaline fluid which 
s aids digestion and is 
V secreted by the liver and 


a stored in the gall bladder. 
verry 2 pecvish anger [from Laun 
BILBERRY bilts| 


(luccinium myrtillus) bile duct n. the duct which 


BILATERAL 
SYMMETRY 
(ESA BUSI 


conveys bile from the liver and the gall bladder to 
the duodenum. & Gatt BLADprR 

bilge n. 1 the area on the outer surface of a ship’s 
hull where the flat bottom meets the vertical sides. 
2 a (in p/.) the lowest internal portion of the bull. 
b (in full bilge water) filthy water that collects 
inside the bilge. 3 s/ang nonsense. 

bilharzia 7. 1 a chronic disease, endemic in parts of 
Africa and 8S. America, caused by infestation with 
blood flukes (schistosomes). 2 = scuisrosome. [named 
after T. Bilharz, German physician, 1825 62] 

biliary adj. of the bile. 

bilingual e adj. 1 able to speak two languages. 
2 spoken or written in two languages. @ 7. a bilin- 
gual person. [based on Latin /ingua ‘tongue’| 
0 bilingualism n. 

bilious ad. 1 affected by a disorder of the bile. 
2 bad-tempered. o biliousness 2. 

bilirubin 7. an orange-yellow pigment formed by 
breakdown of haemoglobin and occurring in bile. 
{German, from Latin bilis ruber “red bile’] 

bilk v.tr slang 1 cheat. 2 give the slip to. 3 avoid 
paying (a creditor or debt). 

bill’ @ x. 1 a a statement of charges for goods 
supplied or services rendered. b the amount owed 
(ran up a bill of £500). 2 a draft of a proposed law. 
3 aa poster; a placard. b = i.npbiLt. 4 a a printed 
list, esp. a theatre programme. b the entertainment 
itself (top of the bill). S .\. Amer. a banknote (ten-dollar 
bill). @ vt 1 put in the programme; announce. 
2 (foll. by as) advertise. 3 send a note of charges to 
thilled him for the books). [from Anglo-Latin di/la “seal, 
bil’| 0 billable ad. 

bill? @ ». 1 the beak of a bird. > pucn. 2 the muzzle 
of a platypus. 3 a narrow promontory. @ v.znln (of 
doves etc.) stoke a bill with a bill. o bill and coo 
exchange caresses. [Old English] 0 billed ad). (usu. 
in comb.). 

bill® x. 1-Ais/. a weapon like a halberd with a hook 
instead of a blade. 2 = witidook. [Old English] 

billabong 2. -lusira/. a branch of a river forming a 
backwater or a stagnant pool. [from Aboriginal 
bilabane| 

billboard ». a large outdoor board for advertise- 
ments etc, 

billet'e 7, 1 aa place where troops ete. are lodged. 
b a written order requiring a householder to lodge 
the bearer. 2 collog. a situation; a job. @ air 
‘billeted. billeting) 1 quarter (soldiers etc.). 2 (of 
a householder} provide (a soldier ete.) with board 
and lodging, [from Anglo-Latin Ai/letia “little bill’) 

billet® 7. 1 a thick piece of firewood. 2 a small 
metal bar. [from French dedle(te ‘small log’ | 

billet-doux /bi-li-doo/ x. (fl. billets-doux 
/-dooz/) often joc. a love letter. 
[French, literally “sweet note’] 
billfold 7..N. diver a wallet for 
keeping banknotes, 

billhook 7. a sickle-shaped tool 

with a sharp inner edge. used for 

pruning. lopping, etc. 

bilhards 7. 1 a game played on an 
oblong cloth-covered table, with three 
balls struck with cues into pockets 

round the edge of the table. 2 (bilhard 

(in comb.) used im bilhards thelhard hall), 

[from French Ar/lard “a cue’| 

billion e 7. (p/. same or (in sense 3 of 7.) 

billions) (in sing prec. by a or one) 1a 

thousand million (1,000,000,000 or 10°). 
2 esp. Brit. a million million (1,000,000,000,000 or 
10°). 3 (in pl} cullog. a very large number (billions 
of years). @ adj. that amount to a billion. [French] 
0 billionth ad). & n. 

billionaire 7. a person possessing over a billion 
pounds, dollars, etc. 

bill of exchange 7. Econ. a written order to pay a 
sum of money on a given date to the drawer or to 
a named payee. 


bill of fare 7. a menu. 


vertical 
plan 


bind 


bill of health n. 1 aut. a certificate regarding 
infectious disease on a ship or in a port at the time 
of sailing. 2 (in phr. clean bill of health) a sucha 
certificate stating that there is no disease. b a declar- 
ation that a person or thing examined has heen 
found to be free of illness or in good condition. 

bill of lading x. Nau. 1 a detailed list of a ship's 
cargo. 2 US = waysi.. 

Bill of Rights 7. 1 Law the English constitutional 
settlement of 1689. 2 Law (in the US) the original 
constitutional amendments of 1791. 3 a statement 
of the rights of a class of people. 

billow e 7. 1 a wave. 2 a soft upward-curving flow. 
3 any large soft mass. @ v.inir. move in billows. [from 
Old Norse 4y/ga] 0 bitlowy adj. 

billposter 7. (also billsticker) a person who pastes 
up advertisements on hoardings. 

billy! 7. (pl. -ies) (in full billycan) orig, Austral. a 
cooking pot with a lid and wire handle, for use out 
of doors. 

billy? n. (pl. -ies) = nitty corr. 

billycan see sitiy’. 

billy goat x. a male goat. 

biltong n. S.Af- boneless meat salted and dried in 
strips. [from Dutch 67/ ‘buttock’ + fong ‘tongue’| 

bimbo 2. (//. -os) slang usu. derog. 1 a woman, esp. a 
young empty-headed one. 2 a person. [Italian, 
literally ‘little child’] 

bimetallic ad. made of two metals. 

bimonthly e adj. occurring twice a month or every 
two months. @ ad. twice a month or every two 
months. @ 7. (pl. -ies) a periodical produced 
bimonthly. 


a Usage Bimonthly is often avoided, because of the 
ambiguity of meaning, in favour of fvo-monthly and 
twice-monthly or every two months and twice a month. 


bin e 7. a large receptacle for storage or for deposit- 
ing rubbish. @ v.éz (binned, binning) collog. 1 store 
or put in a bin. 2 Bri. throw away. [Old English] 

bin- prefix var. of si- before a vowel. 

binary e adj. 1 a dual. b of or involving pairs. 
2 of the arithmetical system using 2 as a base. 
@ 7. (pl. -ies) 1 something having two parts. 2 a 
binary number. 3 a binary star. [based on Late 
Latin di “two together’ | 

binary code 1. Computing a coding system using the 
binary digits 0 and |. 

binary compound 7. Chem. a compound haying 


slay 


two elements or raclicals. 
binary number ”. (also binary digit) one of two 
digits (usu. 0 or 1) in a binary system of notation. 
binary star 7.P a 
system of two 
stars orbiting 
each other, \ il ” 
binary f centre of | 4 
system 7. gravity = 7 y 
a system in 
which infor- ™~ vhiut 
mation can 
be expressed all 
by conibina- BINARY STAR 
tions of the 
digits 0 and 1. 
binaural ad. 1 of or used with both ears. 2 (of 
sound) recorded using two microphones. 
bind e wf. (past and pas! part. bound) (see also 
BouNDtN). 1 tie or fasten tightly. 2 a restrain: put in 
bonds. b (as -bound adj.) constricted, obstructed 
(snowbound). 3 esp. Cookery cause (ingredients) to 
cohere. 4 fasten or hold together as a single mass. 
5 compel; impose a duty on. 6 a edge with braid 
etc. b fasten (the pages of a book) in a cover. 
7 constipate. 8 (in passive) be required by an obliga- 
tion or duty (am bound lo answer). 9 a put a bandage 
or other covering round. b fix together with some- 
thing put round (bound her hair. @ n. collog. a 
nuisance; a restricion. O be bound up with 
be closely associated with. bind over Late ordei 
(a person) to do something, esp. keep the peace. 


binder 


[Pll be bound a statement of assurance, or guaran- 
teeing the truth of something. [Old English] 

binder ». 1 a cover for sheets of paper, for a book, 
etc. 2 a substance that acts cohesively. 3 a reaping 
machine that binds grain into sheaves. 4 a book- 
binder. 

bindery ». ( //. -ies; a workshop or factory for bind- 
ing books. 

binding e 7. something that binds, esp. the covers, 
glue, etc.. of a book. @ ad. obligatory. 

bindweed ». 1 convolvulus. 2 any of various climb- 
ing plants such as honeysuckle. 

binge s/avg @ 7. a period of uncontrolled eating, 
drinking, etc. @ cit. (bingeing or binging) 
indulge in uncontrolled eating, drinking, ete. 

bingo e 7. a game for any number of players, each 
having a card of squares with numbers, which are 
marked off as numbers are randomly drawn by a 
caller, @ it. expressing sudden surprise, satisfac- 
tion, etc 

binnacle 7. a built-in housing for a ship’s compass, 
{earlier bittacle, based on Latin hebitaculum habitation | 

binocular adj, adapted for or using both eyes. 
[based on Latin oculus *eye’} 

binoculars 7.//, ¥ an optical instrument with a lens 
for each eye, for viewing distant objects. 


adjustabl 


eveplec 


Knob 


— focusing 


vere 


Parva 


prism 


objective 


fens 


binomial e 7. 1 an algebraic expression of the suin 
or the difference of avo terms. 2 a two-part name. 
esp. in taxonomy. @ adj. consisting of two terms. 
[based on Greek nomos “part, poruoi | 

binomial nomenclature /. 4 sysicm of classilica- 
Hion using two terms, the first one indicating the 
genus and the second the species 

bint 7. Brit. slang usu. offens. a girl ov woman. [.Arabic, 
literally “daughter, girl] 

bio- com. form VT lite biowaphy . 2 biological biotech 

wag). 3 of living beings brophyues:. [trom Greek 
boy “eourse of > human lite’ 

bioactive adj. .of foods, cosinctic compounds, et 
having an effect on or interacting with living ussue. 
D bioactivity # 

biochemistry ». the study of the chemical and 
physico-chemical processes of living organisms. 
0 biochemical ad). biochemist 

biocide 1, La poisonous substance, esp. a pesticicl 
2 the destruction of life. [based on Greek bias “life 
see Cie | 

biodegradable «ad. capable of being decomposed 
by bacteria or other living oO bio- 
degradability . biodegradation ), 

biodiversity 7. diversity of plant and animal life 


Ore dblIsils 


bioengineering ». 1 the industrial use of bios n- 
thetic 2 the use of artificial tissues, 
organs, OF Organ rompencnts to replace 
damaged or absent parts of the body, o bieengi- 
neern, © 

biofeedback vn. the technique of usine the feed- 
back of a normally automatic bodily response to a 
stimulus. mn order to acquire ; 
that respons 

bioflavonoid nowy of a wroup of ( Ompounils cn Clit= 
ring Mainly in fruit, sometimes wegarded as vitamin 


processes 


voluntary control of 


biogas 7. gaseous fuel, esp. methane, produced by 


fermentation of organic matter 


eies Laawritten accountof a 


biography »). /)/ 


person’s life. b such writing as a branch of litera- 
ture. 2 the course of a living being’s life. [from 
medieval Greek] 0 biographer 7. biographical 
ad). ; 

biohazard ». a risk to human health or the envir- 
onment arising from biological work, esp. with 
micro-organisms, 


biological adj. 1 of or relating to biology or living , 


organisms. 2 (of a detergent etc.) containing enzymes 
to assist the process of cleaning. 0 biologically adr. 

biological clock 7. an innate 
mechanism controlling the 
rhythmic physiological 
activities of an organism. 

biological control x. the 
control of a pest by the 
introduction of a natural 
enemy, 

biological warfare n. warlare 
involving the use of toxins or 
micro-organisms. 

biology 7. 1 the study of lying 
organisms. 2 the plants and animals 
of a particular area. [from German 
Biologie] Oo biologist N 

bioluminescence 7”. the emission of light by living 
organisms such as the firefly and glow-worm, 
0 bioluminescent adj. 

biomass ». the total quantity or weight of 
organisms in a given area or volume. 

biome ». 1 a large naturally occurring 
community of flora ancl fauna adapted 

to the particular conditions in which 

they occur, e.g. tundra. 2 the geograph- 

ical region containing such a community. 

biomechanics 1. the study of the mechanical 
laws relating to the movement or structure of 
living organisms. 

biometry /by-om-i-tri/ 7. (also biometrics) the 
application of statistical analysis to biological 
data. a biometric ad). 

bionic adj. 1 having artificial body parts or super- 
human powers resulting from these. 2 relating to 
bionics. 

bionics 7. the study of mechanical svstems that 
function like living organisms or parts of living 
organisms 


rudder 


@ 


| tatleeheel 


biophysics 7. the science of the application of 


the laws of physics to biological phenomena. 
a biophysical «dj. biophysicist 1. 

biopic /by-oh-pik/ xn. collog. a biographical film. 
[blend of Arographical and vic ivr | 

biopsy 7. (f/. -ies) the examination of tissue 
removed {rom a living body to discover the pres- 
ence, cause, or extent of a disease. [based on Greek 
bios “Tile” + upyts ‘sight | 

biorhythm 2». 1 any of the recurring cycles ol 
biological processes thought to affect a person's 
emotional, intellectual, and physical activity. 
2 any periodic change in the behaviour or physi- 
ology of an organism. 

bioscope ». S..1/r slang a cinema. [earlier in sense 
‘a view of hife’| 

biosphere ». the regions of the Earth’s crust and 
atmosphere occupied by living organisms. [from 
German Biosphare| 

biosynthesis ». the production of organic mol- 
ecules by living organisms. oO biosynthetic ad. 

biota /by-oh-té/ v7. the animal and plant life of a 
region, [from Greek Azole “lile’] 

biotechnology ». the exploitation of biological 
processes for industrial and other purposes. esp. 
genetic manipulation of micro-organisms (for the 
production of antibioucs, hormones, ete.) 

biotic ad, 1 relating to hile or to living things. 
2 of biological origin. 

biotin 7. a vitanin of the B complex, found in ege 
yolk. liver. and yeast. and involved in the metabol- 
ism of carbohydrates, fats, and proteins. Also (esp. 
(8S called :stamin H 

bipartisan adj. of o1 
6 bipartisanship » 


involving two parties. 


aluminium 
and steel wing 


BIPLANE: AVRO 
TU 1OR BIPLANE 


birdwatcher 


bipartite adj. 1 consisting of two parts. 2 shared by 
or involving two parties. 3 Law (of a contract etc.) 
drawn up in two corresponding parts or between 
two parties. 

biped /by-ped/ @ x. a two-footed animal. @ ad). 
two-footed. [based on Latin pes pedis ‘foot’| 
oO bipedal ad). 

biphenyl n. Chem. see PCB. 

biplane ». ¥ an carly type of acroplane having two 
sets of wings, one above the other (cE MONOPLANE). 


© \IRCR AVI 


wooden- aileron 
domed deck control engine 
| ware , cowling 


fe 
t aileron 
hinge strut 


propeller 
195] 


bipolar ad. having two poles or extremities. 
0 bipolarity 7. 
: birch e 7. 1 (also birch tree, 
cathin <@oany tree of the 
F genus Betula, bear- 
ing catkins, and 
found predominant- 
ly in northern temp- 
crate regions. 2 in full 
birchwood) the har¢l fine- 
grained pale wood of 
; these trees. 3 VI any of 
various similar trees. 4 \in 
full birch-rod) a bundle 
of birch twigs used for 
flogging. @ 7.4: beat with a 
birch (in sense + of 7.). 
[Old English] 
bird x. 1» a feathered vesebrate of the class Aves 
with a beak, two wings, and two feet, egg-laying 
and usu. able to fly. 2 agame bird. 3 Brit. slang a 
young woman. 4 collog. a person (an early bird). 
3 Brit. slang a a prison. b rhymung slang a prison 
sentence (short for birdlime = ume). 0 a bird in the 
hand something secured or certain. birds of a 
feather people of like character. for (or strictly 
for) the birds co//og. trivial, uninteresting. [Old 
Enghish| 
birdbrain 2. co/log. a stupid or flighty person. 


BIRCH: PAPER BIRCH 
(Betula papyrifera) 


birdcage n. 1 a cage for birds usu. made of wire or 
cane. 2 an object of a similar design. 

bird cherry », a wild cherry. Prunus padus. 

birder 7. esp. .\. Amer a birdwatcher. 0 birding n. 

birdie e x. 1 collog. a little bird. 2 Golfa score of one 
stroke less than par at any hole. @ «ix (birdies, 
birdied, birdying) (s0// play .a hole) in a birdie. 

birdlime 2. sticky material painied on to twigs to 
trap small birds. 

bird of paradise 1. any bird of the family Para- 
diseidae, the males having very beautiful brilliandy 
coloured plumage. 

bird of prey 2. a bird which hunts animals fo 
food. & Rvpror 

birdseed 1. a blend of seed for feeding birds. 

bird’s-eye view 2). a general view from above. 

bird’s-foot trefoil 4. a small leguminous plant, 
Lotus corniculatuy. having yellow flowers streaked 
with red. 

birdsong ». the musical cry of a bird or birds 

bird-strike 7. a collision between a bird and an 
aircralt. 

bird table n. Brit. a raised platform on which food 
for birds ts placed, 

birdwatcher 7. a person who observes birds 11 
their natural surroundings. a birdwatching ». 
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B I R D upper — crown 


mandible 
There are over 9,000 species of bird, living in a wide range of 


environments, from deserts to the open ocean. Birds are the only 
animals that have feathers, which they use for flight, insulation, 
camouflage, and for attracting mates. Flying birds have light- 
weight skeletons with air-filled bones, but in many diving and 
flightless species the bones are solid. Birds lack teeth but instead 
rely upon a muscular gizzard to grind up what they eat, using 
their beak or feet to collect or catch food. Birds lay hard-shelled 
eggs. In almost all species, these are incubated by the parents. 
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MAIN BIRD ORDERS 


CIGONHFORMES 
(herons, ibises, storks 


ANSERIFORMES 
(waterfowl) 


SPHENISCIFORMES 
penguins 


FALGONIFORMES 
birds of prey 


STRUTHIONIFORMES 
(ostriches 
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PSITTACIFORMES 
(parrots 


GALLIFORMES CHARADRIIFORMES , COLUMBIFORMES 
(game birds) (auks, gulls, terns, waders) pigeons) 


D sLABIRD, WADING BIRD : C PARROT 


CUCULIFORMES 
(cuckoos. turacos 


STRIGIFORMES 
(owls 


C OIA 


APODIFORMES 
(hummingbirds, swilts) 


CORACIEORMES 
(bee-ealers, hoopor 
kingfisher 


PICIFORMLS 
(barbets. toucans. 
\ od Ker, 


PASSERIFORMES 


{pass Tile 


biretta 


biretta n. a square cap with three flat projections on 
top, worn by clergymen. [based on Late Latin birrus 
Lioerle cle Ape y 

biriani 7. (also biryani) an Indian dish made with 
highly seasoned rice, and meat or fish ete. [Urdu] 

biro 7. (pl. -os) Brit, propr. a kind of ballpoint pen. 
[named after L. Biré. 1899-1985, Hungarian 
inventor of the ballpoint] 

birth e 7. 1 the emergence of an infant or other 
young from the body of its mother. 2 literary the 
beginning of something (éhe birth of socialism). 
3 a origin, descent, ancestry (of noble bith). b noble 
oe inherited position. 0 give birth bear a child 

give birth to 1 produce (young) from the 

en 2 cause to begin. [from Old Norse byrth| 

birth certificate 7. an official document identify- 
ing a person by name, place, and date of birth, 

birth control x. the control of the number of chil- 
dren one concetyes. 

birthday ». 1 the day on which a person etc. 
was born. 2 the anniversary of this. 0 in one’s 
birthday suit joc. naked. 

birthing 7. the act or process of giving birth (birthing 
position), 

birthmark ». an unusual brown or red mark on 
one’s body at or from birth. 

birthplace n. the place where a person was born. 

birth rate 1. the number of live births per thou- 
sand of population per year 

birthright 7. a right of possession or privilege one 
has from birth, esp. as the eldest son. 

birth sign 7. -s/ro/. the zodiacal sign through which 
the sun is passing when a person is born. & soni 

biryani var. of jinn. 

biscuit e 7. 1 Bri/. a small unleavened cake, usu. flat 
and crisp and often sweet, 2 fired unglazed pottery. 
3a light brown colour. @ ad). light brown, [based on 
Latin dis coctus ‘wice cooked’) 0 biscuity ad). 

bisect «./, divide into two (strictly, equal) parts. 
[based on Latin secave sect- “to cul] o bisection 1. 


bisexual e «ad. 1 sexually attracted by persons of 


both sexes. 2 Biol. having characteristics of both 
sexes, @ 7. a bisexual person, 0 bisexuality vv. 
bishop n. 1 a senior member of the Christian 
clergy empowered to confer holy orders. 2 a chess 
piece with the top sometimes shaped like a mitre. 
> crtss. [from Greek epishopoy ‘overseer | 
bishopric 7. 1 the office of a bishop. 2 a 
diocese. 
bismuth 7. Chen. 
grey metalh 
reddish 
tarnish. 
and used in 
compound of 
used medicinally. 
German TH ivu/| 


Le a brittle 
element with a 
unge or iridescent 
occurring naturally 
alloys. 2 any 
this clement 


[based on 


bison /. , ///. same, either of Iwo wild 
humpbacked shagey-haired oxen ol 
the genus Bayan. native to N. America 
B. hoon, or Europe (Bo hanasu 
[Latin] 

bisque!y, a rich shellfish soup. [French] 

bisque? 7. fem, Croygiel, & Galf an advantage of 
scoring One trec point, or taking an extra turn o1 
stroke, [French] 

bisque? ». = nici 2. 

bistable /})\-stay-bil/ adj. cof an electrical circuit 
ele. haying two stable states 

bistre /bis-tcr/ (\S bister @ 7. 1a brownish pig- 
ment made from the fnirnt wood, 2 the 
brownish colour of this, @ adj. of this colour [French] 

bistro 1. ( //. -os) 4 small restaurant. [French] 

bisulphate 7. \/\S bisulfate) Chim. a salt or ester of 
sulphuric acid. 

bit’ », Toa small piece or quantity iw bit of chew 
2 pree. by a@ a a fair amount wold guile a bil. 
b collog. somewhat ama titted. e Noll by af collay 
rather wa bit of an udial 


BISMUTH 


sHot al 


3a short (me or cistane« 


iwait a bit: move up a bit). 4 US slang a unit of 
12'. cents (used only in even multiples). a bit 
by bit gradually. bit on the side s/ang 1 a sexual 
relationship involving infidelity to one’s partner. 
2 the person with whom one is unfaithful, bits and 
pieces ior bobs) an assortment of small items. 
do one’s bit ie make a useful contribution to 
an effort or cause. not a bit (or Brit. not a bit of 
it) not at all. to bits 1 into pieces. 2 collog. very 
much; to a great degree (Hirilled to bits). [Old 
English, related to srt] 
bit? past of uit. 
bit? 1. 1 a metal mouthpiece on a bridle, used to 
control a horse. > sripiy. 2 a tool or piece for boring 
or drilling, & pri. 3 the cutting or gripping part of 
a planc, pincers, etc. 0 take the bit between 
one’s teeth 1 take decisive personal action. 
2 escape from control, [Old English. related to srri.] 
bit? x. Computing a unit of information expressed as 
a choice between two possibilities; a 0 or | in 
binary notation. [blend of bisvey and pict] 
bitch e 7. 1 a female dog or other canine animal. 
2 slang offens. a spiteful woman. 3 slang a very 
unpleasant or difficult thing. @ 7 collog. 1 inh. 
a speak scathingly. b complain. 2 & be spiteful or 
unfair to, [Old English] 
bitchy ad). \bitchier, bitchiest) s/any spitcful: bad- 
tempered. 0 bitchiness 2. 
bite @ @. (fas! bit: past parl. bitten) 1 /, cut or punc- 
ture using the teeth. 2 fm doll. by off. away, ete.) 
detach with the teeth. 3 @ (of an insect, snake, etc.) 
wound with a sting, fangs, etc. 4 intr (of a wheel, 
screw, ete.) grip, penetrate. 5 mtn accept bait. 
6 intr, have a (desired) adverse effect. 7 & (in passive) 
a take in; swindle. b (oll. by by, with, ete.) he 
infected by (enthusiasin etc.), 8 / (as bitten adj.) 
cause a smarting pain to ( /rosthilten). 9 intr, (foll. by 
al) snap at. 10 4. callog. worry (whats biting you) 
en. Lan act of biting, 2 a wound or sore made by 
bitiny. 3 aa mouthful of food. b a snack or hight 
meal, 4 the taking of bait by a fish. 5 pungency. 
6 incisiveness, sharpness. O bite back restrain 
yone’s speech ete.) by or as if by biting the lips. bite 
(or Bui. bite on, the bullet \/ang behave bravely or 
stoically, bite the dust s/ang 1 die. 2 fail: break 
down. bite the hand that feeds one hurt a bene- 
factor. bite a person’s head off ¢o//og. respond 
fiercely or angrily. bite off more than one can 
chew take on a commitment one cannot fulfil. 
put the bite on ('S s/ang borrow or extort 
money from. [Old English| 0 biter x. 
biting «dj. 1 stinging; intensely cold (a biting 
wind). 2 sharp; effective (bing sanaynn. 
o bitingly ade. 
bitmap 2. a representation in which cach 
item corresponds to one or more bits of 
information, especially the information usec 
to control the display of a computer screen. 
bit part 7. a minor part in a play ora film. 
bitstream 7. Electronics a stream of data in 
binary form. 
bitten fas! pari. of sits. 
bitter e@ «dj. 1 having a harsh pungent taste as of 
quinine or of coffee that is too strong. 2 a caused by 
or showing mental pain or resentment (hitler memo- 
nes, bilter reoinden, b painful or difficult to accept 
itler divappomlment), 3 a harsh; virulent (bitter 
animosity,. b piercingly cold, @ 2. 1 Brit, heer strongly 
flavoured with hops and having a bitter taste. 2 (in 
fly liquor with a hitter flavour used as an additive 
in cocktails. 0 to the bitter end to the very end in 
spite of difficulties. [Old English] a bitterly ad: 
bitterness 1. 
bittern 7. any of a group of wading birds of the 
heron family. {from Old French ular] 
bitter-sweet e «dj. 1 sweet with a bitter aftertaste. 
2 arousing pleasure tinged with pain or sorrow, 
@ 1. = nondy nightshade see NiGASH ADT 
bitty «dj. (bittier. bittiest) 1 esp. Bri/. nade up of 
unrelated bits. 2 yesp. m phrs. little bitty, itty- 
bitty) .\. der, cullog. tiny. 


blackberry 


bitumen 7. any of various tarlike mixtures 
of hydrocarbons derived from petroleum and 
used for road surfacing and roofing. > rRAcTIONAL 
pistiLLATiON. [Latin] 

bituminous ad. of, relating to, or containing 
bitumen. 

bituminous coal x. a form of coal burning with a 
smoky flame. & coat 

bivalve e 1.» any of a group of aquatic molluscs of 
the class Bivalvia, with laterally compressed bodies 
enclosed within two hinged shells, e.g. oysters. 
e@ adj. 1 with a hinged double shell. 2 Biol. having 
two valves, e.g. of a pea pod. 

bivouac e 7. a temporary open encampment with- 
out tents. @ wint: (bivouacked, bivouacking) 
camp in a bivouac, esp. overnight. [French, ori- 
ginally in sense ‘a night watch by a whole army’] 

biz 7. collog. business. 

bizarre adj. strange: eccentric; grotesque. {French, 
literally “handsome, brave’] 0 bizarrely adv. 

Bk symb. Chem. the element berkelium. 

bk. abbr. book. 

blab e :: (blabbed, blabbing) 1 ini: a talk foolishly 
or indiscrectly. b reveal secrets. 2 f reveal (a secret 
etc.) by indiscreet talk. @ n. a person who blabs. 
[Middle English] 

blabber e 2. (also blabbermouth; a person who 
blabs. @ uwinir talk foolishly or inconsequentially, 
esp. at length. 

black e adj. 1 very dark, having no colour from the 
absorption of all or nearly all incident light (like 
coal or soot). 2 completely dark from the absence of 
a source of heht (black night) . 3 (also Black) a of 
the human group having dark-coloured skin, b of 
or relating to black people (black rights). 4 (of the sky, 
a cloud, etc.) dusky: heavily overcast. 5 angry, 
threatening (a black look). 6 implying disgrace or 
condemnation (in his black books). 7 sinister, deadly 
(black-hearled). & depressed, sullen (a black mood). 
9 ee nding trouble or difficulty (¢hings looked black). 
10 (of hands, clothes, etc.) dirty, soiled. 11 (of 
itt or its representation) macabre (black 
comedy). 12 (of tea or coffte) without milk. 13 Bril. 
a ‘of industrial labour or its products) boycotted in 
an industrial dispute. b ,ef a person) doing work or 
handling g goods that have been boycotted.14 dark 
in colour as distinguished from a lighter variety 
(black bear). @ x. 1a black colour or pigment. 2 black 
clothes or material (dressed in black). 3 a (in a game 
or sport) a black piece, ball. etc. b the player using 
such pieces. 4 the credit side of an account (in the 
black). 5 valso Black; a member of a dark-skuimed 
race. @ tf 1 make black (blacked his face\. 2 polish 
with blacking. 3 Brit. declare (goods etc.) “black”. 
O black out 1 a effect a blackout on. b undergo a 
blackout. 2 obscure windows etc. or extinguish all 
lights for protection esp. against an air attack. [Old 
English] o blackish ad. blackly ad. blackness n, 


a Usage When referring to dark-skinned people, 
black yrather than .Vegru or Colowed) is now the 
preferred term. In Britain and the US itis generally 
used to designate people of African descent while 
in Australia it is used of Aboriginals. The term 
African-American is also common in the US for 
people of African descent. 


black and blue ad. discoloured by bruises. 

black and white e 7. writing or printing (77 blach 
and white). @ ad. 1 (of film ete.) not in colour 
2 consisting of extremes only, oversimplified, 

black art ». (prec. by the) = winck mvcic. 

blackball «/ reject (a candidate) in a ballot fori- 
ginally by voung with a black ball). 

black belt ». 1 a black belt worn by an expert in 
judo, karate, ete. 2 a person qualified to wear this. 

blackberry e 1. (//. -ies) 1 a thorny climbing 
shrub, Ruby fruticosus (rose family), bearing white or 
pink flowers and purplish- -black berries, 2 the 
edible berry of this plant. > iru. @ x/nir, 
-ied) gather blackberries. 


-ies, 


black bile 


BIVALVE 


Bivalves are molluscs whose shells consist of two hinged valves that 
protect the soft body; when faced with danger the two halves are 
pulled together by a powerful abductor muscle. Found in marine 
and freshwater habitats, molluscs are typically unable to extend far 


upper valve 


EXTERNAL 
FEATURES OF A 
GREAT eSeni LO Pe 
(Peclen maximus) 


lower 
valve 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER BIVALVES 


NEW ZEALAND MUSSEL SWAN MUSSEL, 
(Mpytilacea species) (Anodonta cygnea) 


oz 


COCKSCOMB OYSTER 
(Lopha cristagalle ; 


SPINY, SANDAGOGSLE 
(Acanthoiardia echinata) 


black bile n. fist. one of the four bodily humours, 
characterized as cold and dry, and associated with 
a melancholy temperament (cf Humour m4). 
[translation of Greek melagkhola| 

blackbird 7. 1 a common thrush, Turdus merula, the 
male of which is black with an orange beak. 
2 US any of various birds with black plumage. 

blackboard 7. a board with a smooth usu. dark 
surface for writing on with chalk. 

black box 7. 1 a flight recorder in an aircraft. 2 any 
complex piece of equipment with contents which 
are mysterious to the user. 

black bread 1. a cvarse dark-coloured type of rye 
bread. 

blackbuck 7. a small Indian gazelle, Antilope cervivapra. 

blackcap n. a small warbler. Sylva alricapilla, the 
male of which has a black-topped head. 

blackcurrant 7. 1 a widely cultivated shrub, Aides 
nigrum, bearing flowers in racemes. 2 the small 
round dark edible berry of this plant. 

Black Death 7. (prec. by the) the widespread epi- 
demic of bubonic plague in Europe in the 14th c. 

black economy ». unofficial economic activity. 

blacken ». 1 t; & intr. make or become black «. dark. 
2 t speak ill of, defame (blacken someone character) 

black English n. the form of English spoken by 
many black people, esp. as an urban clialect of the US. 

black eye x. bruised skin around the eye resulting 
from a blow. 

blackfly n. (pi. -flies) 1 any of varivus thrips o1 
aphids infesting plants. 2 a biting fly of the genus 
Simulium or family Simuliicac. 


black mass 


mantle , ocellus 


ZLBRA MUSSEL. 
(Dreissena polymorpha) 


i 


LHORNY OYSTLR 
Spondylus species) 


NOBIBE PENX SHEL 
(Pinna nobilis) 


Black Forest gateau ». (.\V. Amer Black Forest 
cake) a chocolate sponge with layers of morello 
cherries or cherry jam and whipped cream, ori- 
ginally from 5S. Germany, 

Black Friar 7. a Dominican friar. 

dlackguard /blag-ard/ n. a villain; a scoundrel. 
[originally applied collectively to menials] 

blackhead n. a dark plug of sebum in a hair follicle. 

black hole 7. 1 > a region of space having a gravi- 
tational field so intense that no matter or radiation 
can escape. 2 a place of confinement for punishment. 
black ice n. thin hard transparent ice. 

blacking 7. any black paste or polish. 

blackjack 7. 1 the card game pontoon. 2.\. diner a 
flexible leaded bludgeon. 

blackleg Bri. e n. (olten atinb.) derog, a person who 
fails or declines to take part in industrial action. 
e int. -legged, -legging) act as a blackleg. 

black letter 1. an early style of type with very thick 
verticals. 

blacklist @ 7. a list of people in disfavour, etc. 
@ ¢./7, put the name of (a person) on a blacklist, 

black magic 7. magic involving invocation of evil 
spirits. 

blackmail e 1. 1 a an extortion of payment in re- 
turn for not disclosing a secret etc. b any payment 
extortecd in this way. 2 the use of threats or moral 
pressure. @ «fr, 1 cxtort or try to extort money etc. 
from (a person} by blackmail. 2 threaten, coerce 
[basecl on obsolete mai/ *rent’] o blackmailer 7 


Black Maria x. collog. a police vehicle for trans- 
porting prisoners, [apparently named after a black 


shell rib 


out of their shells, and live either embedded in sand or mud, or 
fastened to rocks. A few, such as scallops, can open and close their 
shell to propel themselves away from danger. Most bivalves have 
large gills that are used both for breathing and [ulter-feeding. 


ventral margin of shell 


senever) tentacle 


GAPING 
US SLR ONG 
(Lima hians) 


- & 


FLUTED GIANT CLAM 
( Indacna squamosa) 


woman, .Wara Lee, Boston landlady who helped 
the police in escorting disorderly customers to jail| 

black mark 7. a mark of discredit. 

black market 7. an illicit traffic in officially 
controlled or scarce commodities. o black mar- 
keteer ». 

black mass 2. a travesty of the Roman Catholic 
Mass in worship of Satan. 


BLACK HOLE 


If the mass of the collapsed core of a 
supernova exceeds the mass of our Sun 
by three times, 1t continues to collapse, 
forming a black hole. Invisible because its 
gravity is so dense that light cannot escape, 
a black hole can be detected if gas from a 
companion star is drawn towards it. 


black hole , 


quasar _ event horizon 


ARTIST'S IMPRESSION OF A BLACK HOLI 


black Muslim 


black Muslim n, US a member of an exclusively 
black Islamic sect proposing a separate black 
community. 

black nationalism 7. advocacy of the national 
civil rights of esp. US black people. 

blackout 7. 1 a temporary or complete loss of 
vision, Consciousness, or memory. 2 a loss of power, 
radio reception, etc. 3a compulsory period of dark- 
ness as a precaution against air raicls. 4 a temporary 
suppression of the release of information, 9 a sudden 
darkening of a theatre stage. 

black pepper 2. Pm the 
unripe ea or whole 
berries of Piper nigrum as a 
condunent. 


black power 7. a move- 
ment in support of rights 
and political power for 
black people. 

black pudding ». Bri. a 
black sausage containing 
pork, dried pig’s blood, 
suet. etc, 

Black Rod 2». Brit. the principal 
usher of the Lord Chamberlain's 
department. House of Lords, ete. 
[from the symbol of office] 


unripe | 
fruit 


black sheep 1. co/log. a disreputable 
member of a family ctc.; a misfit. 

blackshirt 7. a member of a Fascist 
organization. [from the colour of 
the Italian Fascist untlorm| 

blacksmith 1. 1 a smith who works 
in iron, 2.4. Amer = 1 veeire 2. 

black spot 1. 1 Bri/. a place of danger or difficulty 
an accident black spot), 2 any of various diseases of 
plants, esp. of roses, producing black spots on 
leaves. 

black swan 7. an «Australian 
with black plumage. 

blackthorn ». 1 a thorny shrub, Prunus spinosa (rose 
family:, bearing white-petalled flowers hefore the 
leaves appear, and blue-black fruits. 2 a cudgel or 
walking stick made from its wood. 

black tea v. tea that is fully fermented belore drying. 

black tie ». 11 black bow Ue worn with a dinne 
jacket. 2 collog. formal evening cress. 


Black Watch 7. (usu. prec. by the) the Royal High- 


swan. Cyenus atralus, 


land Rue iso called from its dark tartan 

uniform: 
black water 7. domestic waste water and 
sewage from lavatories, or waste 


water that is heavily contamin- 
ated with juuman excrement. 
icf GREY WALLED 
black widow 7. < i 
venomous N, Ameri- 
can spider, Latradectus 
maclany. the female of 
which devours — its 
mate. & sviur 


BLACK WIDOW 


Latrodectuy 
mutelans 


bladder », 1 a any of various membranous sacs in 
some animals, containing urine (urinary blad- 
der), bile gall bladder). or air \swim-bladder) 
LISt, G b this or part of 
it or a similar object prepared for various uses. 
2 an inflated pericarp or vesicle in vari- 
ous plants. 3 anything inflated and 
hollow. [Old English] 
bladderwrack 1. > 
brown seaweed. 
ves. with fronds 
air bladders 


ALL BLADDER, CRINARY SYSELM 


a common 
Tucns vesiculo- 
CONLIN 
which = giv 


OMON ATION 


BLADDERWRACK 


Fucns vesiculosus 


iG) 


e 


black peppercorns 
ground black pepper 


BLACK PEPPER 
(Piper nigrum) 


blade n. 1 a the flat part of a knife, chisel, 
ete., that forms the cutting edge. b = Razor 
stapt. 2 & the flattened part of an oar, 
spade, propeller, etc. 3 a the flat nar- 
row leaf of grass and cereals. b Bot. 
the broad thin part of a leaf. 4 (in 
full blade-bone) a flat bone. [Old 
English] 0 bladed adj. (also in comb). 
blag Bri. s/ange n. robbery; thett. @ utr & mtr. 
(blagged, blagging) rob; steal. [19th- 
century coinage] 0 blagger zn. 
blame e «./7, 1 assign fault or responsibility to. 
2 (foll. by on) assign the responsibility for (an 
error or wrong) to a person etc. (blamed 
his death on a poor diet). @ n. 1 res- 
ponsibility for a bad result (shared the 
blame equally). 2 the act of blaming 
or attributing responsibility (she 
vol all the blame). 0 be to blame 
be responsible; deserve censure 
(she iy nol to blame for the accident). 
{from Greek blasphémein “to 
blaspheme } 
blameless adj. inno- 


blades 


cent: free from blame. BLADE 
0 blamelessly adi. ON A 
PADDLL 


blameworthy «dj. 
deserving blame. 
Oo blameworthiness ». 


od 


blanch v. 1 / make white or pale by 

extracting colour, 2 ints & f grow or make pale 

from shock, fear, etc. 3 4: a pecl (almonds etc.) by 

scalding. b immerse (vegetables or meat) briefly 
in boiling water, 4 ¢ whiten (a plant) by depriving 
it of light. [based on (Old) French d/anc ‘white’] 
blancmange /bla-monj/ 1. a sweet opaque gelat- 
inous dessert mace with flavoured cornflour and 
milk. [from Old French blancmanger, literally “white 

eat’| 

bland «ad. 1 a mild, not imitating, b tasteless, 
unstimulating, insipid. 2 gende in manner; suave. 
[from Latin dlandus “sofi. smooth’| o blandly ad:. 
blandness u. 

blandish ¢:/y flatter: coax. cajole. [based on Latin 
blandus “smooth | 

blandishment #. (usu. in //,, flattery; cajolery. 

blank e ad). 1 a (of paper) not written or printed on. 
b .of a document) with spaces lefi for a signature or 
details. 2 a empty (@ blank space}. b unrelieved: 
sheer: plain (a blank wall). 3 a having or showing 
no interest or expression (a blank face). b void of 
incident or result. ¢ puzzled, nonplussed. d having 
(temporarily) no knowledge (mp mind went blank). 
4 (with BE g. import) comple te, downright (b/anA 
despair). 5 euphem. used in place of an “adjective 
regarded as coarse or abusive. @ 7. 1 aa space left 
to be filled in a document. b a document having 
blank spaces to be filled. 2 (in full blank cart- 
ridge) a cartridge containing gunpowder but no 
bullet. 3 an cmpty space or period of time. 
4 aa dash written instead of a word or letter. 
b euphem. used m place of a noun regarded a. 
coarse, @ vin (usu. foll. by off, out) screen, obscure 
clouds blanked out the Suni, 0 draw a blank elicit no 
response; fail, [from (Old) French lance ‘white’| 
Oo blankly ad. blankness 7. 

blank cheque ». I a cheque with the amount lefi 
for the payee to fillin. 2 cofloqg. unlimited freedom of 
action (cf. « 


ARTE. BLANC HED. 

blanket e 7. 1 a large piece of woollen or othe 
material used esp. as a bed-covering or to wrap 
up a person or an animal for warmth, 2 a 
thick mass or laver that covers some- 
thing (blanket of fog: blanket of silence; 
@ atinbad. covering all 
classes: inclusive (blankel condemna 
tion, blanket agreement ), @ vt (blan- 
keted. blanketing: 1 cover with 
or as if with a blanket (snow blan- 
heted the lands. 2 sulle «blanketed all 

discussion). [froma Old French blancquet] 


Cascs O1 


blast furnace 


blanket bath 2. Bri. a body wash given to a 
bedridden patient. 

blanket stitch x. a stitch used to neaten the edges 
of a blanket or other material. > stircH 

blank verse 7. unrhymed verse, esp. 
pentameters. 

blare ev 1 # & intr sound or utter loudly. 2 mi, make 
the sound of a trumpet. @ 7. a loud sound resem- 
bling that of a trumpet. [from Middle Dutch dlaren] 

blarney 7. 1 cajoling talk; flattery. 2 nonsense. 
[from Blarney, an Irish castle with a stone said to 
confer a cajoling tongue on whoever kisses it] 

blasé /blah-zay/ adj. unimpressed or indifferent 
because of overfamiliarity. [French] 

blaspheme ». 1 ini. use religious names irrever- 
ently; treat a religious or sacred subject irreverently. 
2 tr. talk irreverently about; use blasphemy against. 
[from Greek blasphémein| o blasphemer 7. 

blasphemy 2. (//. -ies) 1 irreverent talk or treat- 
ment of a religious or sacred thing, 2 an instance of 
this. c blasphemous ad). 

blast e 7. 1 a strong gust of air. 2 a a destructive 
wave of highly compressed air spreading outwards 
from an explosion. b such an explosion. 3 the single 
loucl note of a wind mstrument. car horn, etc. 
4 collog. a severe reprimand. 5 a strong current of 
air used in smelting etc. @ 7. 1 tr blow up (rocks etc.) 
with explosives. 2 int (of wind) blow fiercely. 
3 fr a wither, shrivel, or blight (a plant, animal, 
limb, ete.) (blasted oak). b ruin (blasted her hopes). 
c strike with divine anger. 4 int, @ tr make or cause 
to make a loud noise (blasted away on his trumpet). 
5 ( collog. reprimand severely. 6 collog. a f. shoot; 
shoot at. b itr, shoot. @ inf. Brit. expressing annoy- 
ance. 0 at full blast collog. working at maximum 
speed etc, blast from the past a forcefully nostal- 
gic event or thing. blast off (of a rocket etc.) take 
off from a launching site. [Old English] 

-blast comb. form Biol. an embryonic cell (cf. -cy7£). 
[from Greek dlastos “sprout 

blasted e aiirih.adj. damned; annoying (that blasted 
dog! ). @ adv. Brit. collog. damned; extremely (it's blasted 
cold). . 

blast furnace 7. ¥ a smelting furnace into which 
compressed hot air is driven. 


iambic 


BLAST FURNACE 
During the iron smelting process, coke 
burned within a blast furnace reacts with 
oxygen in the air to release carbon mon- 
oxide. This combines with iron oxide in 
iron ore to produce both carbon dioxide 
and molten iron. Limestone acts as a flux, 
helping to separate impurities from the 
iron by turning them into molten slag. 
CUTAWAY VIEW OF A 
BLAST FURNACE 


waste gases 


furnace lined with 


heat-resistant bricks _- rae materials 


enter furnace 


iron ore ; 
high pressure 


ovygen 
delivered to 
Juriace 

coke molten 
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limestone 


molten metal 


and \lag 
hearth 


molten iran - 


blast-hole 


blast-hole 7, a hole containing an explosive charge 
for blasting. 

blast-off n. 1 the launching of a rocket etc. 2 the 
initial thrust for this. 

blatant ad. 1 flagrant, unashamed (blatant attempt io 
steal). 2 offensively noisy or obtrusive. [coined by 
Spenser (1596)] o blatancy 7. blatantly adv. 

blather /blath-er/ (also blether) e 7. foolish chat- 
ter. @ w.inir, chatter foolishly. [from Old Norse blathra 
‘to talk nonsense’ 

blaze'e n. 1 a bright flame or fire. 2 a a bright glar- 
ing light. b a full light (a blaze of publicity). 3 a violent 
outburst (of passion etc.). 4 aa glow of colour (rose 
were a blaze of scarlet). b a bright display (a blaze 
of glory). @ v.iniz 1 burn with a bright flame. 2 be 
brilliantly lit. 3 be consumed with anger, excite- 
ment, etc. 4 a show bright colours (blazing with 
Jewels). b emit light (stars blazing). o blaze away 
1 fire continuously with rifles etc. 2 work enthusi- 
astically. blaze up 1 burst into flame. 2 burst out in 
anger. like blazes slang 1 with great energy. 2 very 
fast. [Old English dlese ‘torch’| 5 blazingly ac. 

blaze? e 7. 1 a white mark on an animal’s face. 2 a 
mark made on a tree by slashing the bark. e ui mark 
(a tree or a path) by chipping bark. n blaze a trail 
1 mark out a path or route. 2 be the first to do, invent, 
or study something; pioneer. [1 7th-century coinage] 

blaze® wi: proclaim as with a trumpet. 0 blaze 
abroad spread (news) about. [from Dutch d/azen 
‘to blow’ ] 

blazer 7. 1 a coloured summer jacket worn by 
schoolchildren, sportsmen, etc., esp. as part of a 


uniform. 2 a man’s plain jacket, not forming part of 


a suit. [based on bia] 

blazon e@ wt; 1 proclaim (esp. blazon abroad). 
2 Heraldry a describe or paint (arms). b inscribe or 
paint (an object) with arms, names, etc. @ 7. Heraldry 
a correct description of armorial bearings etc. 
> Heravpry. [from Old French d/ason ‘shield’}. 

bleach e wiz & int whiten by exposure to 
sunlight or by a chemical process. e 7”. 1 a bleach- 
ing substante. 2 the process of bleaching. [Old 
English] 

bleacher n. 1 aa person who bleaches. b a vessel or 
chemical used in bleaching 2 (usu. in //.) esp. 
WN. Amer. a cheap bench seat at a sports ground. 

bleak adj. 1 bare, exposed; windswept. 2 unpromis- 
ing; dreary (bleak prospecis). [16th-century coinage | 
obleakly ad. bleakness n. 

bleary adj. (blearier, bleariest) 1 (of the eyes) dim 
with sleep. 2 indistinct; blurred. a blearily ad. 

bleat e v. 1 intr. (of a sheep, goat, or calf} make a 
weak, wavering cry. 2 wir & tr: speak or say feebly, 
foolishly, or plaintively. @ 7. 1 the sound made by a 
sheep, goat, etc. 2 a weak, plaintive, or foolish cry. 
[Old English] 

bleb 7. Aled. a small blister on the skin. 

bleed e » (past and past part. bled) 1 int: emit blood. 
2 w: draw blood {rom surgically. 3 tz collog. extort 
money from. 4 inéz suffer wounds or violent death 
(bled for the Revolution). 5 intr, a (of a plant) emit sap. 
b (of dye) come out in water. 6 /r a allow (fluid or 
gas) to escape from a closed system through a valve 
etc. b treat (such a system) in this way. 7 ints. Printing 
(of a printed area) extend to the cut edge of a sheet. 
e@ 7. an act of bleeding (cf. NostsieLy). G one’s 
heart bleeds usu. iron. one is very 
sorrowful. [Old English] 

bleeder ». Bri. coure slang a 
person (esp. as a term of contempt 
or disrespect) (/ucky bleeder). 

bleeding ad. & ad. Bril. coarse slang express- 
ing annoyance or antipathy (a bleeding nunsance). 

bleeding heart 7. 1 collog. derog a person 
considered to be excessively sofi-hearted or 
liberal. 2 a plant with red heart-shaped 
flowers. 

bleep @ 7. an intermittent high-pitched 
sound made electronically. @ v 1 a inks 
make such a sound. b /r, cause to make such 
a sound. 2 & Brit. suramon with a bleeper. 

bleeper 7. Bri/. a small portable electronic 


device which emits bleeps when the wearer is 
contacted. 
blemish e 7. a physical or moral defect; a stain; a 
flaw (not a blemish on his character). @ v.tr spoil the 
beauty or perfection of (spots blemished her complex- 
ton). [from Old French ble(s)mir ‘to make pale’ 
blench win/r. flinch; quail. [Old English dlencan ‘to 
impose upon’| 
blend e » (poet. past and past parl. blent) 1 & a mix 
together to produce a desired flavour etc. b pro- 
duce by this method (blended whisky). 2 int form a 
harmonious compound; become one. 3 a ir. & intr: 
mingle or be mingled (blends well with the locals). 
b ¢ mix thoroughly, 4 ih. (esp. of colours): a pass 
imperceptibly into each other. b go well together; 
harmonize. en. 1 aa mixture, esp. of various sorts 
of tea, spirits, tobacco, fibres, etc. b a combination 
(of different abstract or personal qualities). 2 a 
portmanteau word. [Middle English] 
blende 7. any naturally occurring metal sulphide. 
[German, from blenden to deceive’, so called because 
though resembling galena, it yielded no lead] 
blender ». 1 a mixing machine used in food prep- 
aration for liquidizing, chopping, or puréeing, 2 aa 
thing that blends. b a person who blends. 
blenny 7. (//. -ies 
> any of a family 
of small spiny- 
finned marine 
fish having scale- 
less skins. [from Greek 
blennoy ‘mucus’. with refer- 
ence to its mucous coating] 
bless v./x (past and past part. 
blessed, poc/. blest) 1 confer 
or invoke divine favour upon. 
2 a consecrate. b sanctify by the sign of the cross. 
3 call (God) holy; adore. 4 attribute one’s good 
fortune to; thank (bless the day I met her). 5 (usu. in 
passe, offen foll. by wth) make happy or successful 
(they were truly blessed}. 6 euphem. curse; damn (bless 
the boy/). 0 bless me (or my soul an exclamation 
of surprise, pleasure, indignation, etc. bless you! 
1 an exclamation of endearment, gratitude, etc. 
2 an exclamation made to a person who has just 
sneezed. [Old English, based on 4fad ‘blood’, hence 
‘to mark with blood, consecrate’| 
blessed /bless-id/ adj. (also poe!. blest) 1 a conse- 
crated (Blessed Sacrament). b revered. 2 (usu. foll. by 
with) often iron. fortunate (in the possession of) 
(blessed wath children). 3 euphem. cursed; damned 
(blessed nuisance! ), 4 a in paradise. b AC Ch. a utle 
given to a dead person as an acknowledgement of 
his or her holy life. 5 bringing happiness; blissful 
(blessed ignorance). 0 blessedly adv. 
blessedness 7. lL happiness. 2 the enjoyment of 
divine favour. 
blessing 7». 1 the act of declaring, invoking, or 
bestowing favour (sought God's blessing; mother gave 
them her blessing). 2 grace said before or after a meal. 
3 a gift of God, nature, ete.: a thing one is glad of 
(whal a blessing he brought itl), 
blest pocl. var. of biLssp. 
blether 4r/. var. of evr. 
blew pas! of wow! 
blewits 7. < any fungus of the venus 
Tricholoma. with edible lilac-stemmed 
mushrooms. & MUSHROOM 


BLENNY: 


(Blennius ocellaris) 


blight e 1). 1 a plant disease caused 
by mildews, fungi, or insects. 2 an 
insect or parasite causing such a 


BLEWITS i ; 

(Trichol disease. 3 any obscure force which 
nenowma +. harmful. 4 an ugly urban area. 
Se evi 1 affect with blight. 2 harm, 


destroy. [1 7th-century coinage| 
blighter 7. Bril. collog. a person (esp. as a term 
of contempt or disparagement), 
Blighty 7. Brit. slang (used originally by 
~ soldiers during the First World War) Britain 
or England; home. [corruption of Urdu Ailey 
att foreign, European’ | 


BUTTERFLY BLENNY 


blinker 


blimey ini. (also cor blimey) Byil. coarse slang an 
expression of surprise, excitement, alarm, ete. 
[corruption of (God) blind me!| 

blimp 7. 1 (also (Colonel) Blimp) Bri. a propon- 
ent of reactionary Establishment opinions. 2 a a 
small non-rigid airship. b a barrage balloon, [20th- 
century coinage; sense 1: a character invented hy 
cartoonist David Low, 1891 1963] c blimpish ad). 

blind e ad). 1 lacking the power of sight. 2 a with- 
out foresight, discernment, intellectual perception, 
or adequate information. b (foll. by /0) unwilling or 
unable to appreciate (a factor, circumstance, etc.) 
(blind to argument). 3 not governed by purpose or 
reason (blind forces). 4 reckless (blind hitting). 5 a con- 
cealed (blind ditch). b (of a door, window, etc.) walled 
up. ¢ closed at one endl. 6 Aeron. (of flying) without 
direct observation, using instruments only. @ v 1 & 
deprive of sight (blinded by tears). 2 lv. rob of judge- 
ment; deceive (blinded then to the danger). 3 intr. Brit. 
slang go very fast and dangerously. @ 7. 1 a a screen 
for a window (roller blind: Venetian blind). b Brit. an 
awning over a shop window. 2 a something 
designed or used to hide the truth. b Brit. a legiti- 
mate business concealing a criminal enterprise. 
3 any obstruction to sight or hght. 4 Bn. slang a 

heavy drinking bout. @ adv. blindly 

(fly blind). 0 bake blind hake (a 
flan case etc.) without a filling. 
blind with science B7/. 
overawe with a display of 
(often spurious) knowledge. 
turn a (or one’s) blind eye 
to pretend not to notice. [Old 

English} o blindly adv. blind- 

Ness 7. 

blind alley x. 1 a cul-de-sac. 2 a course of action 
leading nowhere. 

blind date x. a social engagement between a man 
and a woman who have not previously met. 

blinder 2. cvl/og. 1 Bri. an excellent performance in 
a game etc. 2 (in pl.) NV. Amer. blinkers. 

blindfold e »./7, deprive (a person) of sight by cover- 
ing the eyes, esp. with a ted cloth. @ x. a bandage or 
cloth used to blindfold. @ adj, & adv. 1 (also blind- 
folded) with eyes bandaged. 2 (also blindfolded) 
without care or circumspection (2ent into it blind 
Jold). [earlier blindfelled ‘struck blind’) 

blind spot 7. 1 Ana/. the point of entry of the optic 
nerve on the retina, insensitive to light. 2 an area in 
which a person lacks understanding or impartiality. 

blind stitch e ». sewing visible on one side only. 
evlr S intr. (blind-stitch; sew with this stitch. 

blindworm 2. = si0\-worn. 

bling-bling 7. US collog. expensive, ostentatious 
clothing and jewellery, or the wearmg of them, 

blina 7. (also blinis) pancakes made from buck- 
wheat flour. [Russian] 

blink e ». 1 ir shut and open the eyes quickly. 
2 la (often foll. by back) prevent (tears) by blinking. 
b (often foll. by aveay, from) clear (dust etc.) from the 

eyes by blinking. 3 fr & (foll. by af) inér, ignore. 

4 inl. a shine with an intermittent light. b cast a 

momentary gleam, 5 / blink with (eyes). @ 7. 1 an 

act of blinking. 2 a momentary gleam or glimpse. 

Oo on the blink s/ang out of order, esp. intermit- 

tently. [variant of Middle 

Enghish blenk ‘to blench’| 

blinker e ». 1 (usu. in 
pl.) » either of a pair 
of screens attached 

to a horse’s briclle 

to prevent it from 
secing sideways. ( 
2 a device that 
blinks. @ a 
1 obscure with 
bliikers. 2 (as 
blinkered 
adj.) having 
Narrow VICWS 


_ bridle 


bhinker / 


BLINKER EEE 


o | 


blinking 


blinking adj. & adi. Brit. slang an imtensive, esp. 
expressing disapproval (a blinking idiot). [euphemism 
for BLOODY | 

blip @ 7. 1 a minor deviation or error. 2 a quick 
popping sound, as of dripping water or an elec- 
tronic device. 3 a small intermittent image on a 
radar screen, @ vinir. (blipped, blipping) make a 
blip. 

blipvert 7. a television advert of a few seconds’ 
curation. 

bliss 77. 1 a perfect joy or happiness. b enjoy- 
ment; gladness. 2 a being in heaven. b a 
state of blessedness. [Old English] a bliss- 
ful ad. blissfully ad:. blissfulness n. 

blister e 7. 1 a small bubble on the skin 
filed with serum and caused by burning 
etc. 2 a similar swelling on any other 
surface. @ ¢. 1 f& raise a blister on. 
2 intr come up in a blister or blisters. 
3 fr. attack sharply (blistered by his criticisms). 
[Middle English] 

blister pack 7. a bubble pack. 

blithe adj. 1 poet. gay, joyous. 2 careless, 
casual (zerth blithe indifference). [Old 
English] o blithely adi. blitheness x. 
blithesome adj. 

blithering adj. collog. 1 sensclessly talka- 
tive. 2 (attrib. contempuble (esp. blithering 
idiot}. [variant of blathering | 

B.Litt.. abbr. Bachelor of 
Baccalaureus Litterarum| 

blitz co/log. en. 1 aan intensive or sudden 
(esp. aerial) attack. b an energetic inten- 
sive attack (ust have a blitz on this room). 
2 the Blitz) the German air raids on 
London in 1940. @ wf attack, damage, or 
destroy by a blitz. fabbreviation of 
BLITZ RRILG | 

blitzkrieg /blits-krecg/ ». an intense mill- 
tary campaign intended to bring about a 
swift victory. [German, literally “light- 
ning war’ | 

blizzard »/. a severe snowstorm with high winds. 

bloat «= 1 of & intr inflate, swell (bloated with gas; 
2 tr (as bloated adj; a swollen. b puffed up with 
pride or wealth (bloated plutocral). 3 tr cure 
a herring) by salting and smoking lightly. [from 
obsolete bloat ‘swollen. soft and wet | 


’ Letters, [Latin 


bloater n. a herring cured by bloating. 

blob rv. 1a small roundish mass; a drop of matter, 
2 a drop of liquid. 3.4 spot of colour. 

bloc 7. a combination of governments, groups, ete. 
sharing a common purpose. {French, literally *block’| 

block e ». 1 a solid hewn or unhewn piece of hard 
material (Mock of ie. 2 a flat-topped base tor chop- 
ping, hammiermg on, etc. 3 a esp. Bri. a large 
building, esp. when subdivided thlock of flats). ba 
compact mass of buildings bounded by (usu. four) 
streets. 4 an obstruction. 5 a pulley or system ol 


pulleys mounted in a case. 6 vin pl. any of a set of 


cubes used as a child’s toy. 7 a picce of wood or 
metal engraved for printing. 8 s/ang the head (knock 
his block off 1. 9.N. Amer a the area between streets in 
a town or suburb. b the length of such an area (/ives 
three block 10 a large quantity of things 
treatecl as a unit, esp. shares, theatre seats, ete. 
11 esp. Brit. a set of sheets of esp. drawing paper, 
glued along one edge. 12 Mblelies = styetinc BOOK 

13 Amer Football a blocking acuon, 14 Austral. aa 
tract of land offered to an individual settler by a 
government. ba large area of lancl. ¢ an urban or 
suburban building plot. @ c.f: La coften foll. by up 
obstruct (YOu an 
b put obstacles in the (progress CU 

2 restrict (he use or conversion of currency or any 
other asset, 3. Sport stop or impede. @ alirb.ad). weat- 
ing (many sunilar things) as one unit block booking). 
6 block in 1 plan in outline. 2 contine. block out 
1 a shut out light, b exclude from 
memory, as being too painful. 2 plan in outline 

block up 1 shut a person ete.) in 2 infill with 


y way. 


il Passage ete blocking my views 


wav of 


noise, ete. . 


BLOCK AND 
TACKLE 


bricks etc. put the blocks on prevent from 
proceeding, [from Middle Dutch 6/04] o blocker n. 
blockade e 7. 1 the surrounding or blocking of a 
place, esp. a port, by an enemy. 2 anything that 
prevents access or progress. 3 N. Amer, an obstruc- 
tion by snow etc. @ uf; subject to a blockade. drun 
a blockade enter or leave a blockaded port by 
evading the blockading force. a blockader n. 
blockage x. an obstruction. 
block and tackle ». <a system of pulleys 
and ropes, esp. tor hfting. 
oe blockboard 7. Byi!. a plywood board 
with a core of wooden strips. 
blockbuster 7. s/ang 1 some- 
os thmg of great power or 
size, esp. an epic film or a 
best-selling book. 2 a huge 
aerial bomb. o blockbust- 
ing adj. 
= “| block capitals 1.p/. leticrs 
printed without  serifs, or 
written with each letter sep- 
arate and in capitals. 
blockhead ». a stupid person. 
o blockheaded ad). 
blockhouse 1. 1 a reinforced 
concrete shelter used as an obser- 


shoulder 


shell 


vatlmaker’s 
whipping 


vation point etc. 2 fus/. a one- 
cheek storeyed timber building with 
loopholes, used as a fort. 3 a house 
made of squared logs. 
block letters 1.6/. = Bock Garirars. 
block vote 1. (also bloc vote; a vote 
proportional in power to the number of 
shank people a delegate represents. 
bloke x. Bri/. collog. a man, a fellow. 
[Shelta] 


blokeish adj. (also blokish or blokey) 
Brit. collog. stereotypically male in behavy- 
lour and interests. 

blond e «dj. 1 (of hair) lght-coloured: 

lair. 2 .of the complexion, esp. as an inch- 
cation of race} light-coloured. @ n. a person with 
fair hair and skin. [from mecieval Latin dlondus 
‘yellow’] o blondish ad. blondness 7. 

blonde e «dj. (of a woman or a woman’s hair) 
blond. @ 7, a blond-haired woman. [fem. of French 
blond] 

blood e ». 1 W @ liquid. usually red and circulating 
in the arteries and veins of vertebrates, that carries 
oxygen to and carbon dioxide from the tissues 
of the body. 2 a corresponding fluid m inverte- 


BLOOD 


Nutrients and hormones are transported 
around the body in blood. Its constituent 
fluid is plasma, in which blood cells are 
suspended. White blood cells (neutrophils 
and lymphocytes) guard against infection, 
red blood cells (erythrocytes) transport oxy- 
gen, and platelets help the blood to clot. 


| 
| GROSS-SLO LION OF A CAPILLARY 
| 


capillary wall plasma platelet 


| neutrophil 
(white blood cell) 


erythrocyte | 
(red blood cell) 


lymphocyte | 
, Gehite hloud cell, 


bloodthirsty 


brates. 3 bloodshed, esp. killing. 4 passion, tem- 
perament. 5 race, parentage (of the same blood). 
e ui initiate by experience. O blood-and- 
thunder (attrib.) collog. sensational, melodramatic. 
one’s blood is up one is ina fighting mood. first 
blood 1 the first shedding of blood, esp. in boxing. 
2 the first point gained in a contest etc. in one’s 
blood inherent in one’s character. make one’s 
blood boil infuriate one. make one’s blood run 
cold horrify one. new (or fresh) blood new 
members admitted to a group, esp. as an invigorat- 
ing force. of the blood royal. young blood 
1 a younger member or members of a group. 
2 a rake or fashionable young man. [Old English] 

blood bank 1. a place where supplies of blood or 
plasma for transfusion are stored. 

bloodbath »). a massacre, 

blood brother 7. a brother by birth or by the cere- 
monial mingling of blood. 

blood cell pn. any of the kinds of cell normally 
circulating in the blood. 

blood count 7. 1 the counting of the number of 
corpuscles in a specific volume of blood. 2 the 
number itself. 

blood-curdling ad. horrifying. 

blood donor 2. a person who gives blood for trans- 
fusion. 

blood feud 7. a feud between families involving 
killing or injury. 

blood fluke 7. a flatworm parasitic in the blood, 
esp. a schistosome. 

blood group ». any of the various types of human 
blood whose antigen characteristics deter- 
mine compatibility in transfusion. 

bloodhound 7. » a large hound of 
a breed used in tracking and having 
a very keen sense of smell. 

bloodless adj. 1 without blood or 
bloodshed (a bloudlesy coup). 2 un- 
emotional. 3 pale. 4* feeble. 
5 bloodlessly ad. bloodless- 
ness N. 

bloodletting 7. the surgical 
removal of some of a pa- 
tient’s blood. 

blood money ». 
1 money paid 


4 


to the next of 
kin of a person who has been gr 99D HOUND 
killed. 2 money paid to a 


hired murderer. 3 money paid for information 
about a murder or murderer. 

blood Orauee n. a red-fleshed orange. 

blood poisoning 7. a disease due 
organisms or their toxins in the blood. 

blood pressure 7. the pressure of the blood in the 
circulatory system, often measured for diagnosis. 
D SPHYCAIOMANOML TLR 

blood red e 7. the bright red colour of blood. 
@ ad. (hyphenated when aitrib.) of this colour. 

blood relation ». (also blood relative) a relative 
by blood, not by marriage. 

bloodshed », 1 the spilling of blood. 2 slaughter. 

bloodshot adj. (of an eyeball) inflamed. 


to micro- 


blood sport #7. a sport involving the wounding or 
killing of animals, esp. hunting. 

bloodstain 7. a discoloration caused by blood. 

bloodstained adj. 1 stained with blood. 2 guilty of 
bloodshed. 

bloodstream 7. the blood in circulation. 

bloodsucker rn. 1 an animal or insect that sucks 
blood, esp. a leech. 2 an extortioner. 0 blood- 
sucking ad). 

blood sugar ». the amount of vlucose in the blood. 

blood test 7. a scientific examination of blood, esp. 
for diagnosis. 

bloodthirsty aq. ,bloodthirstier, bloodthirsti- 
est) cager for bloodshed. 0 bloodthirstily ad:. 
bloodthirstiness 1. 


blood transfusion 


bluebird 


blood transfusion 7. the injection of a volume of 
donated blood into a patient. 

blood vessel n. a vein, artery, or capillary carrying 
blood. > BLoop, CARDIOVASCULAR 

bloody e adj. (bloodier, bloodiest) 1 a of or like 
blood. b running or smeared with blood. 
2 a involving bloodshed (bloody battle). b sanguinary; 
cruel (bloody butcher). 3 esp. Brit. coarse slang express- 
ing annoyance or antipathy, or as an intensive 
(a bloody shame). 4 red. @ adv. esp. Brit. coarse slang as 
an intensive (I°// bloody thump him). @ v.tr. (-ies, -ied) 
make bloody; stain with blood. [Old English] 
a bloodily adv. bloodiness 7. 

Bloody Mary ». a drink consisting of vodka and 
tomato juice. 

bloody-minded ad}. Brit. collog. deliberately unco- 
operative. 0 bloody-mindedness . 

bloom e 2. 1 a a flower, esp. one cultivated for its 
beauty. b the state of flowering (in bloom). 2 a state 
of perfection or loveliness (in full bloom). 3 a (of the 
complexion) a flush; a glow. b a delicate powdery 
surface deposit on plums, leaves, etc., indicating 
freshness. ¢ a cloudiness on a shiny surface. 4 a 
rapid growth of microscopic algae in water. 
ev. 1 int. be in flower. 2 inf, a come into, or remain 
in, full beauty. b be in a healthy, vigorous state. 
3 tx Photog. coat (a lens) so as to reduce reflection 
from its surface. 0 take the bloom off make stale. 
[from Old Norse 4/ém ‘blossom’ 

bloomer' 7. Brit. slang a blunder. [blend of stoominc 
and error} 

bloomer? 7. Brit. an oblong loaf with a rounded 
diagonally slashed top. [20th-century coinage] 

bloomers 7.//. 1 women’s loose-fitting almost 
knee-length knickers. 2 collog. any women’s knick- 
ers. 3 hist. women’s and girls’ loose-fitting trousers, 
gathered at the knee or (originally) the ankle. 
[named after Mrs A. Bloomer, American social 
reformer, 1818-94, who advocated a_ similar 
garment] 

blooming e adj. 1 flourishing; healthy. 2 Br. slang 
an intensive ta blooming miracle). @ adv. Brit. slang an 
intensive (was blooming difficull). [euphemism tor 
BLOODY | 

blossom e 7. 1 » a flower or 
a mass of flowers, esp. 
of a fruit tree. 2 the state 
or time of flowering , (ihe 
cherry tree in blossom). 3 a 
promising stage (ihe blossom 
of youth). @ v.intr. 1 open 
into flower. 2 mature, 


thrive. [Old Enge- 
lish] Go blossomy 
ad). 


blot e x. 1 a spot or 
stain of ink etc, 2 a 
disgraceful act or qual- 
ity. 3 any disfigurement 
or blemish. @ z. (blotted, 
blotting) 1 a ¢r spot or 
stain with ink. b itr (of 
a pen etc.) make blots. 2 
tr, a use blotting paper etc. 
to absorb excess ink from. b (of blotting paper etc.) 
soak up (esp. ink). 3 & disgrace (blolted his reputa- 
tion). O blot one’s copybook Bri/. damage 
one’s reputation. blot out 1 obliterate, 
obscure. 2 destroy. [Middle English] 

blotch e 7. 1 a discoloured or inflamed patch on 
the skin. 2 an irregular patch of ink or colour. 
@ vf cover with blotches. [17th-century coinage] 
co blotchy ad). (blotchier, blotchiest). 

blotter 7. a sheet or sheets of blotting paper, usu. 
inserted into a frame, 

blotting paper 7. unglazed absorbent paper used 
for soaking up excess ink. 

blotto ad. slang very drunk, esp. unconscious from 
drinking. [20th-century coinage| 

blouse e 7. 1 a woman's upper garment, usu. 
buttoned and collared. 2 the upper part of a 


BLOSSOM 
OF A 
REN But 

(Alalus x lemoine?) 


soldier’s or airman’s battledress. @ wf make 
(a bodice etc.) loose like a blouse. [French] 

blouson /bloo-zon/ n. a short blouse-shaped 
jacket. [French] 

blow! e x. (past blew; past part. blown) 1 a inir. 
(of the wind or impersonally) move along; act as an 
air current (it was blowrng hard). b intr. be driven by 
an air current (wasle paper blew along). ¢ tr. drive with 
an air current (blezw the door open). 2 a tr, send out (esp. 
air) by breathing (blew cigarette smoke). b intr. send a 
directed air current from the mouth. 3 #: G& inér. 
sound or be sounded by blowing (the whistle blew). 
4 tr. a direct an air current at (blew the embers). 
b (foll. by off, away, etc.) clear by means of an air 
current. 5 ér. (past part. blowed) (esp. in imper) Brit. 
slang curse (blow it!). 6 tr. clear (the nose) of mucus 
by blowing. 7 mir, puff, pant. 8 intr slang depart 
suddenly. 9 ty shatter or send flying by an explo- 
sion. 10 ¢# make or shape (glass or a bubble) by 
blowing air in. 11 ¢# G ini. melt from overloading 
(the fuse has blown). 12 intr. (of a whale) eject air and 
water through a blowhole. 13 # break into (a safe 
etc.) with explosives. 14 /r slang a spend recklessly 
(blew £20 on a meal). b bungle (an opportunity etc.) 
(he’s blown his chances). c reveal {a secret etc.). 15 
(of flies) deposit eggs in. @ 7. 1 a an act of blowing 
(e.g. one’s nose). b collog. a turn or spel of playing 
jazz (on any instrument). 2 aa gust of air. b expos- 
ure to fresh air, O be blowed if one will slang 
be unwilling to. blow away slang 1 kill, defeat. 
2 astound. blow the gaff Bri. reveal a secret m- 
advertently. blow hot and cold col/og. vacillate. 
blow in I break inwards by an explosion. 2 collog. 
arrive unexpectedly. blow a person’s mind 
slang cause a person to have drug-induced halluci- 
nations or a similar experience. blow off 1 escape 
or allow (steam etc.) to escape forcibly. 2 s/ang break 
wind noisily. blow out 1 a extinguish by blowing. 
b send outwards by an explosion. 2 (of a tyre) 
burst. 3 (of a fuse etc.) melt. blow over fade away 
without serious consequences. blow one’s own 
trumpet praise oneself, blow one’s top (NV. Amer. 
also stack, collog. explode in rage. blow up 1 a 
shatter or destroy by an explosion. b erupt. 2 Brit. 
collog. rebuke strongly. 3 inflate (a tyre etc.). 4 cullog. 
a enlarge (a photograph). b exaggerate. 53. collog. 

arise. 6 collog. lose one’s temper. [Old Eng- 

lish] a blowy adj. (blowier, blowiest). 
blow? n. 1 a hard stroke with a hand or 
weapon. 2 a sudden shock or misfor- 
tunc. 0 come to blows end up fight- 
ing. {15th-century coinage] 


tion etc.) giving all the details in 
sequence. 
blow-dry w/, arrange (the hair) while 
drying it with a hand-held dryer. o blow- 
dryer 2. (also -drier). 
blower n. 1 in senses of siow'z. 2 a device for 
creating a current of air. 3 esp. Bril. collog. a tele- 
phone. 
blowfish x. a fish that is able to inflate its body 
when alarmed. 
blowfly 1. ( p/. -flies) a fly of the family Calliphori- 
dae, laying its eggs on meat and carcasses, e.g. a 
hluebottle. & wuiporics 


blowhole 7. 1 y the nostril of a whale, on the top of 


its head. & ceracean. 2 a hole (esp. m ice) for breath- 
ing or fishing through. 3 a vent for smoke etc., 
in a tunnel ete 


BLOWHOLE OF A 
BOWHE AD WHALE 
OVERHLCAD VIEW 


blow-by-blow atirib.adj. (of a descrip- | 


blow job 2. coarse slang an act of fellatio. 

blowlamp 7. Bri/. a portable device with a very hot 
flame used for burning off paint, soldering, etc. 

blown fast part. of Brow". 

blow-out 7. 1 collog. a burst tyre. 2 collog. a melted 
fuse. 3 collog. aa huge meal. b N. Amer. a large social 
gathering or party. 4 an uncontrolled uprush of oil 
or gas from a well. 5 M. Amer slang a resounding 
defeat; failure. 

blowpipe 7. 1 a tube used esp. by primitive peoples 
for propelling darts by blowing, 2 a tube used to 
intensify the heat of a flame by blowing air or other 
gas through it at high pressure. 3 a tube used in 
glass-blowing. 

blowtorch 7. = srowiame. 

blow-up 7. 1 collog. an enlargement (of a photo- 
graph etc.). 2 an explosion. 

blowzy ad. (blowzier, blowziest) 1 coarse- 
looking; red-faced. 2 dishevelled. [from obsolete 
blowze “‘heggar’s wench’} 

blub wi, (blubbed, blubbing) Bri. slang sob. 

blubber' e 7. ¥ whale fat. e uv 1 ini sob loudly. 
2 tr. sob out (words). [Middle English] 0 blubberer 
n. blubbery adj. 


blood vessel 


blubber 


murcels 


BLUBBER: SECTION THROUGH WHALE BLUBBER 


blubber? adj. (of the lips) swollen, protruding. 
{earlier blabber, blobber| 
bludgeon e 7. a club with a heavy end. @ u./r 1 beat 
with a bludgeon. 2 coerce. [18th-century coinage] 
bludger 7. Austral. & NZ slang 1 a scrounger. 
2 a loafer. [originally British slang, literally ‘pimp’ | 
blue! e adj. (bluer, bluest) 1 having a colour like 
that of a clear sky. 2 sad, gloomy (feel blue). 
3 pornographic (a blue film). 4 with bluish skin 
through cold, anger, etc. 3 Bril. politically conserv- 
ative. @ 2. 1 a blue colour or pigment. 2 blue clothes 
or material (dressed in blue). 3 Brit. a a person who 
has represented a uniyersity (esp. Oxford or 
Cambridge) in a sport. b this distinction. 4 Brit. a 
supporter of the Conservative Party. 5 Austral. slang 
a an argument or row. b (as a nickname) a red- 
headed person. 6 (prec. by fhe) the clear sky. @ wir. 
(blues. blued, bluing or blueing) make blue. 
a once in a blue moon very rarely. out of the 
blue unexpectedly. [from (Old) French dieu] 
blue? v7, (blues, blued, bluing or blueing) Bri. 
sang squander (money). 
blue baby 7. a baby with a blue complexion from 
lack of oxygen in the blood due to a 
congenital defect. 
bluebell 7. 1 < a woodland 
plant of the lily family, 
Ayacinthoides nonscripta, 
with clusters of bell- 
shaped blue flowers on a 
stem arising from a rhizome. 
2 Se. = HARUBELL. 
blueberry 1. (//. -ies) 1 any of 
several plants of the genus Jaccinium 
with small blue-black edible fruit, 
sometimes cultivated. 2 the fruit of 
these plants. 
bluebird 7. any of various N. Ameri- 
can songbirds of the thrush family, esp. 
ot the genus Sta/ia, with 
distinctive blue plumage 
usu, on the back or head. 


BLUEBELL 
(Hyacinthordes nonscripta 


blue-black 


blue-black 7. & adj. e n. a black colour with a tinge 
of blue. e@ adj. of this colour. 

blue blood 7. 1 noble birth. 2 a person of noble 
lincage. 0 blue-blooded ad). 

bluebottle ». va large buzzing fly, Calliphora vomil- 
oria, with a metallic-blue body; a blowfly. 

single pair af wings | compound 

aD 


antenna 


spongy 


e mouthparts 
iridescent Ga 
abdomen + 


SENSOT) 
hairs on lee 


BLUEBOTTLE 
(Calliphora vomitoria) 


blue cheese 7, cheese produced with veins of 


a bluish fungus, e.g. Stilton ancl Danish Blue. 
C cist 

blue-chip alirib.adj. (of shares) of reliable invest- 
ment, though less secure than gilt-edged stock. 
[from blue chip. a gambling counter of high value] 

blue-collar a/trib.ad). (of a worker or work) manual: 
industrial. 

blue-eyed boy 7. esp. Bril. collog. usu. derog. a 
favourite. 

blue funk 7. s/ang 1 esp. Brita state of great terror 
or panic. 2 esp. A. Amer a state of mild depression. 

bluegrass ». 1 any of several bluish-green grasses, 
esp. of Kentucky. 2 a kind of instrumental country 
anc western music characterized by virtuosic play- 
ing of banjos, guitars, etc 

blue-green alga wv. =) \worw trina. 

bluegum 7. & any tree of the 
genus Eucalyptus, esp. E. icgnans 
with blue-green aromatic leaves. 

(-pencilled, 
-penciled. 


blue-pencil § ¢./7. 
-pencilling: (% 
-penciling; censor (a filin etc.), 

Blue Peter 7. a blue lag with a 
white square raised on board a 
ship leaving port. BLUEGUM 
Eucalyptus 


olobulus 


blueprint 7. 1 a photographic 
print of the final stage of esp. 
engincering 
a blue background, 2 a detatled 
plan. esp. in the early stages of a project or 
idea 


plans in white on 


blue ribbon ». 1 4 high honour. 2 Brit. the ribbon 
of the Order of the Garter 

blue gate na preparation lor unting grey hair 

blues 17,//. hout of depression 
2 prec. ne the. often treated as sine) melancholic 

black American lolk origin, often 

bluesy adj. (in sense 


prec. by the 
music of in a 


twelve-bar : 


sequence, O 
an intellectual or liter- 
originally a 


bluestocking /. usu. derog 
any yvonne 


male) frequenter of the 
“‘hlue-stoc king literary 
assemblies held) ine Lon- 


don ¢.1750| 
blue Git 2). <4 Common Lt 
Parnas cacinteus. with a distinet 
black and 


ble crest on oa 


whit) head 


blue whale 7. a rorqual. 


>= Bala noplera nase telus, tha 
lareest Known living mani 

os mal HAL 
SEE EY bluff' e 1omh. make a 
Parity caculus pretence ob strength, or confir 
dence to gain an advantage. 2 f 
mislead by bluffing. en. an act of bluttine. o eall a 


person’s s bluff challenge a person thought tor le 


a4 


bluffing. | 19th-century coinage, originally used in 
poker: from Dutch dlu/fen “to brag’) 

bluff? e adj. 1 (of a cliff, or a ship’s bows) having 
a vertical or steep broad front. 2 (of a person 


or manner) blunt, frank, hearty. @ 7. a steep cliff 


nautical coinage] 


bluffness ». (in 


or headland, [1 7th-century 
o bluffly adz. (in sense 2 of adj.). 
sense 2 of ad).). 

bluish ad. somewhat blue. 

blunder e 7. a clumsy or foolish mistake. @ @ 1 intr 
make a blunder. 2 / deal incompetently with. 3. wt: 
move about clumsily. [Middle English} Oo blun- 
derer 7. blunderingly adv. 

blunderbuss 7. /is/. ¥ a short large-bored gun 
firing balls or slugs. [alteration of Dutch donderbus 
‘thunder gun’| 


Sflintlock mechanism 


BLUNDERBUSS: I8TH-CUNIURY 
LLINE LOCK BLUNDERBE SS 


blunt e ad). 1 (of a knife, pencil, etc.) lacking a sharp 
edge or point; having a worn-down point or edge. 
2 (of a person or manner) direct, outspoken. 
e «fr make blunt or less sharp. [Middle English in 
sense “dull, insensitive’ (of perceptions or intellect)] 
O bluntly ad. (in sense 2 of ad). bluntness n. 
blur e 7. (blurred. blurring) 1; © itr, make or 
Iecome unclear or less distinct. 2 ¢: smear; partially 
eflace. en. something that appears or sounds indis- 
tinct or unclear. {1 6th-century comage| o blurry 
ad). blurrier, blurriest . 
blurb 7. a description of a book as promotion by its 
publishers, feomed by G. Burgess, American 
humorist, 1866 1951] 
blurt 2/7 (usu. foll. by owt) utter abrupth. thought- 
lessly, or tactlessly. 
blush e ¢:n/, 1 a develop a pink tinge in the face 
from embarrassment or shame. b (olf the face 
redden in this way. 2 feel embarrassed or 
ashamed. @ 7.1 the act of blushing, 2a pink 
unge. [Middle English 
blusher 7. a 
warmth of colour to the face > 
bluster e@ v.int 1 be 


cosmetic used to give a 


VIAKE HL 


have pompously and 
boisterously, 2 (of the wind ete.) blow 
fiercely. @ x. 1 noisily self-assertive talk. 
2 empty threats.{16th-century coinage] 

Oo blusterer 1. blustery ad). 

BM abi». 1 Briush Museum. 2 Bachelor of Medicine. 

BMA ad). British Medical Association. 

B-movie 7. a supporting film in a 
progranunce; a low-budget film. 

B.Mus. «6, Bachelor of Music. 

BMX 7. a kind of bicycle used for racing on a dirt 
track. [abbreviation of bieycle moto-cruss, 

Bn. abi». Battalion. 

bn. abi. billion. 

BO abhi. collog. ody odour. 

boa vn. family Boidae 
2 any an Old 
World python. 3 a long thin stole made of feathers 

fur, [Latin] 

boa constrictor //. ¥ Boa constrictor, 
native to tropical America and the W. Indies, which 
crushes its prey. & sn vi 


cinema 


1 a constrictor snake of the 


snake which is a constrictor, e.g. 


a large snake, 


} flared muzzle 


barrel 


boatswain 


boar 7. 1 (in full wild boar) the tusked wild pig, 
Sus scrofa, from which domestic pigs are descended. 
2 an uncastrated male pig. 3 its flesh. 4 a male 
cuinea pig etc. [Old English] 

board e ». 1 aa flat thin piece of sawn timber, usu. 
long and narrow. b a piece of material resembling 
this, made from compressed fibres. ¢ a thin slab 
of wood or a similar substance, often with a cover- 
ing, used for any of various purposes (ivoning 
board: noticeboard). d thick stiff card used in book- 
binding. 2 the provision of regular meals, usu. 
with accommodation, for payment. 3 the directors 
of a company; ane other specially constituted 
administrative body. 4 (in pi.) the stage of a theatre 
(cf. tread the boards). @ v. 1 tr. a go on board (a ship 
etc.). b force one’s way on board 
{a ship etc.) in attack. 2 a itr 
receive meals and lodging for 
payment. b ér (often foll. by out) 
arrange accommodation away 

from home for (esp. a child). ¢ ¢& 

provide (a lodger etc.) with regular 

meals. 3 fy (usu. foll, by up) cover with hoards; seal. 
4 go by the board be neglected, omitted, or 
discarded. on board on or on to a 
ship, aircraft, oil rig, etc. take on board consider 
(a new idea etc.). [Old English] 

boarder 7. 1 a person who boards (see soyrp v, 2a), 
esp. a pupil at a boarding school. 2 a person who 
boards a ship, esp. an enemy. 

board game ». a game played on a board. 

boarding house 7. an establishment providing 
board and lodging. esp. Bri/. to holidaymakers 

boarding school 7. a school where pupils are resi- 
dent in term-time. 


ics 


ramrod 


boardroom ». a room in which a board of direct- 
meets regularly. 
boardsailing 7. = wixpsvrrina. 
(also boardsailer). 
boardwalk 7. .\. Ame: 1 a wooden walkway across 
sand, marsh, etc. 2 a promenade along a beach. 


ORS tGe 
Oo boardsailor n. 


boast e @: 1 intz, declare one’s achievements, posses- 
sions, or abilities with mdulgent pride and satisfac- 
tion. 2 /, own or have as something praiseworthy 
(boasts magnificent views). @ n. 1 an act of boast- 
ing, 2 something one ig proud of. [from Anglo- 
French hos/| 0 boaster nh boastingly ad). 
boastful ad. given to or characterized by boasting. 
0 boastfully ad. boastfulness ». 
boat e 7, 1 > asmall vessel propelled on water by an 
engine, oars, or sails. 2 (in general use) a ship of any 
size, 3a boat- -shape d jug used for holding sauce ete. 
@ vinir, wavel in a boat; esp. for pleasure. 0 in the 
same boat sharing the same adverse circum- 
stances. push the beat out Brit. collog. celebrate 
lavishly. [Old English] 
boater 2. a flat-topped hardened straw hat with a 
brim originally worn while boating, 
boat-hook 1. a long pole with a hook and a spike at 
one end. for moving hoats. 
boathouse 1. 2 shed at the edge of a river, lake, 
etc., for housing boats 
boating 7. rowing or sailing in boats as a sport o1 
form of recreauon. 
boatman 7. (//. -men) a person who hires out 
boats or provides transport by boat. 
boat people x. refugees who have left. a country by 
sCal, 
boat race n. a race between rowing crews, esp. the 
Boat Race) the annual one between Oxford and 
Cambridge universities. 
boatswain /boh-siin/ 7 
(also bo’sun, bosun. 
bo’s’n) a ship's offi- 
cer in charge of 
equipment and 
the crew. [Old 
English] 


BOA CONSTRICTOR 
(Bua constrictor) 


bouat-train 


bodge 


BOAT 


EXAMPLES OF BOATS = 


The term boat is generally applied to small, light, single-decked 
craft that travel on inland and coastal waters. The power source and 
design is determined by the role they fulfil. Rudimentary vessels, 
such as the logboat canoe, have been used since ancient times to 
transport people and goods, and craft like these still play an import- 
ant role in both transportation and fishing across the world. How- 


ever, many boats today are used exclusively for leisure and sport. 
Powerboats are designed mainly for racing, whereas dinghies and 
yachts are used for both competitive sailing and cruising. Other craft 
are built for more specific, practical functions. Lifeboats, for example, 
are used to rescue other vessels in distress, and so are designed to be 
rugged, buoyant, and manoeuvrable. 


SAMPAN 


POWERBOAT 


boat-train 7. a train scheduled to meet or go ona 
boat. 

bob! e z.inir: (bobbed, bobbing) I move quickly up 
and down. 2 (usu. foll. by back, up) a bounce buoy 
antly. b emerge suddenly; become active agam. 
3 curtsy. 4 (foll. by for) try to catch with the mouth 
alone (fruit etc. floating or hanging). @ 7. 1 a jerking 
or bouncing movement, esp. upward. 2 a curtsy. 
[1 4th-century coinage| 

bob? e 7. 1 a short hairstyle for women and chil- 
dren. 2 a weight on a pendulum, plumb line, or kite 
tail. 3 a horse’s docked tail. @ v./r (bobbed. bob- 
bing) cut (a woman’s or child’s hair) so that it hangs 
clear of the shoulders. [Middle English| 

bob® n. (pl. same) Brit. slang hist. a shilling (now = 5 
decimal pence). [19th-century comage] 

bobbin 1. 1 < a cylinder or cone 
holding thread, yarn, wire, etc.. 
used esp. in weaving and machine 
sewing. 2 a spool or reel. [from 
French bobine| 

bobbin lace 7. lace made by hand 
with thread wound on bobbins 


BOBBIN: bobble x. a small woolly or tufted 
COTTON ball as a decoration or trimming. 
REEL [based on BOBS 0 bobbly ad. 


LIFEBOAT 


DINGHY 


bobby! 7. (pil. -ies) Bril. collog. a police officer. [from 


Sir Robert Peel. 1788 1850. founder of the Metro- 
politan Police Force] 

bobby? x. (pl. -ies) (in full bobby calf) an 
unweaned calf slaughtered for veal. |dialect| 

bobby-dazzler n. Brit. collog. a remarkable or 
excellent person or thing. [dialect] 

bobby pin 7. .V. Amer, Austral... G Na Mat hairpin. 

bobby socks 11.//. esp. V. Amer short socks reach 
ing just above the ankle. [based on sou] 
cg bobby-soxer 7. 

bobcat x, ¥ a small N. American lynx, Felis rufus, 

with a spotted reddish-brown coat 
ind a short tail. 


thick 
whiskers 


BOBCAT [Felis rufus) 


SAILING YACHT  , 


bobsled 1..N. Amer = nousuuicn. o bobsledding n. 

bobsleigh »/. ¥ a mechanically steered and braked 
sledge used for racmg down a steep ice-covere:| 
run. D bobsleighing 1 


BOBSLEIGH: I\WO-\MAN BOBSLEIGH 


Boche 2. s/ang derog. (prec. hy the 
German soldiers, collectively. [French slang, ori- 
vinally i sense ‘rascal’, applied to Germans in the 
First World War} 

BOD ably. biochemical oxygen demand. 

bod ». collog. 1 Brit. a person. 2..N. Amer a body. 

bodacious adj. Vo Amer slang 1 remarkable 
excellent. 2 esp. US bold, audacious. [blend of nou 
and wovots| 

bode 7/1 portend, promise. 2 foresee. foretell 
(evil), O bode well jor il) show good jor bad) sien 
for the future. {Old Engtish] 

bodge Bri/, var. of worcr 


Germans, esp. 


Ob 


BODY 


The human body consists of a number of interacting 
‘systems’. The skeleton forms a rigid framework, which, 
attached to the muscles, facilitates movement initiated 
by the nervous system — responsible for the body’s reac- 
tion to stimuli. Hormones, produced by the endocrine 
system, control many functions, including growth and 
developmental changes such as puberty. The cardio- 
vascular system circulates blood around the body, deliv- 


SYSTEMS OF THE HUMAN BODY 
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SALLE TON MUESEG ENR SN SHEN 


[> SKLLEMON CD MUSCLLATURI 


NERVOUS S\SIOIE NM 
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ering oxygen and nutrients and collecting carbon diox- 
ide and waste, while the respiratory system exchanges 
carbon dioxide for inhaled oxygen. The lymphatic sys- 
tem fights infection. The digestive system derives energy 
and nutrients for growth and repair from food, and with 
the urinary system eliminates waste; the urinary system 
also helps to regulate chemicals in the body. The repro- 
ductive system is concerned with producing offspring. 
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CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM 
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DIGESTIVE SYSTEM 
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URINARY SYSVEM 
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bodice 


bodice 7. 1 the part of a woman’s dress (excluding 
sleeves) which is above the waist. 2 a woman's 
undergarment for the same part of the body, 
{originally (pair of) bodies ‘stays, corsets’| 

bodiless adj. 1 lacking a body. 2 insubstantial. 

bodily e ad. of or concerning the body. @ adv, 1 as 
a whole (threw them bodily). 2 as a person. 

bodkin ». 1 a blunt thick needle with a large eye. 
2 a long pin for fastening hair. 3 a small pointed 
instrument. [Middle English] 

body e 2. (fi. -ies) 1 < the physical structure, 
including the bones, flesh, and organs, of a person 
or an animal. 2 the trunk apart from the head and 
the limbs. 3 a woman’s stretch undergarment 
which covers the torso, fastening at the crotch. 
4 a the main or central part of a thing (body of the 
car). b the majority (body of opinion). 5 a a group of 
persons regarded collectively (governing body). b (usu. 
toll. by of) a collection (body of facts). 6 a quantity 
(body of water). 7 a material object (celestial body). 
8 collog. a person. 9 a substantial quality of flavour, 
tone, etc. @ utr (-ies, -ied) (usu. foll. by forth) give 
body or substance to. [Old English} 0 -bodied adj. 
(in comb.: able bodied). 

body bag 7. a bag for carrying a corpse. 

body blow 2. a severe setback. 

body-building 7. the practice of strengthening the 
body, esp. enlarging the muscles, by exercise, 
0 bodybuilder n. 

body-check e 7. a deliberate obstruction of one 
player by another. @ w./r, obstruct in this way. 

body clock 7. a person’s biological clock. 

bodyguard 2. a person or group of persons cscort- 
ing and protecting another person. 

body language ». the process of communicating 
through conscious or unconscious gestures ancl 
poses. 

body politic ». the nation or state as a corporate 
body. 

body shop 7. a workshop where repairs to the 
bodywork of yehicles are carried out. 

body stocking 7. a woman’s undergarment which 
covers the torso. 

bodysuit x. a close-fitting one-picce 
garment for women. 

bodysurf 7: intr. surf without using a board. 

bodywork 1. the outer shell of a vehicle. 

Boer /boor/ n. a South African of Dutch descent. 
{Dutch, literally ‘farmer’] 


stretch 


boeuf bourguignon 7. a dish consisting of bect 


stewed in red wine. [French, “Burgundy becf"] 

boffin 7. esp. Brit. collog. a person engaged in scien- 
tific (esp. military) research. [20th-century coinage] 

bog e 7. 1 a A wet, usu. peaty, spongy ground. 
b a stretch of such ground, 2 Brit. slang a lavatory. 
@ 2h. (bogged, bogging; (oll. by down: usu. in 
passive) impede (bogged down by difficulties). 0 bog 
standard Bri. slang basic, standard, unexcep- 
onal. [Irish or Gaelic, from bog ‘sol’] 0 boggy ad). 
(\boggier, boggiest). bogginess ». 

bogey! n. Golf| pl. -eys) a score of one stroke more 
than par at any hole. 

bogey? 2. (also bogy) (p/. -eys or -ies) 1 an evil or 
mischievous spirit. 2 an awkward thing or circum- 
stance. 3 Brit. slang a piece of nasal mucus. 
_[9th-century coinage, originally a proper name 
apphed to the Devil] 

bogeyman ». (also bogyman) (/)/. -men) a person 
(real or imaginary) causing fear or difficulty. 

boggle «intr: collog. 1 be balled (esp. the mind boggles). 
2 usu. foll. by about, at) hesitate. 

bogie n. esp. Brit. a wheeled undercarriage pivoted 
below the end of a rail vehicle. & Locometiv. 
[1 9th-century northern dialect word] 

bogus adj. sham, spurious. |} 9th-century US word] 
0 bogusly adi. bogusness 7. 

bogy var. of BoGry ZI 

Bohemian e 7. 1 a native of Bohemia, a forme) 
kingdom in central Europe: a Czech. 2 (also 


BOG 


Bogs form where plants invade lakes and 
pools, and where waterlogged conditions 
prevent those plants decomposing once 
: they have died. As a result, their remains 
build up to form peat. Once the peat has 
begun to accumulate, the plants that grow 
on its surface — such as Sphagnum mosses 
steadily add to it as they die. In blanket 
bogs, the peat forms connected pockets. 
In raised bogs, it forms a large dome that 
can be over | km (0.5 mile) across. 
sphagnum 
peal 


Jen peal 


moraine 


(glacial deposits) 


tree 
stumps 


lake 
mud 
SECTION THROUGH A RAISED BOG 


bohemian) a socially unconventional person. 
e@ ad. 1 of or characteristic of Bohemia ‘or its 
people. 2 socially unconventional. {sense 2: from 
French bohémien ‘gypsy’ | 

boil’ ez, 1 inf: a (of a liquid) start to bubble up 
and turn into vapour. b (of a vessel) contain 
boiling liquid (the kettle is boiling). 2 a tr 
bring (a liquid or vessel) to a temperature at 
which it boils. b i cook (food) by boiling. e wir. 
(of food) be cooked by boiling. d i subject to the 
heat of boiling water, e.g. to clean. 3 int a (of the 
sea etc.) seethe like boiling water. b (of a person 
or feelings) be agitated by anger. @ n. the act or 
process of boiling; boiling point (on the boil). 0 boil 
down 1 reduce volume by boiling, 2 reduce to 
essentials. 3 (foll. by /o) ) signify basically. [from Latin 
bullire ‘to bubble’} 

boil? x. an inflamed pus-filled swelling caused by 
infection of a hair follicle etc. [Old English] 

boiled sweet 7. Bri!. a hard sweet made of boiled 
“sugar. 

boiler rn. 1 a fuel-burning apparatus for heating 
water, esp. to supply a central heating system. 
2 a tank for heating water to steam under pressure. 
> sinamiNciar. 3 a metal tub for boiling laundry ete. 
4 Bril. a fowl etc. suitable for cooking only by boil- 
ine. 

boilerplate 7. 1 rolled steel plates for niaking hou- 
ers. 2 chiefly 4. Amer stereotyped or clichéd writing, 
3 standardized pieces of text for use as clauses in 
contracts or as part of ac Somlputer program. 

boiler suit 7. Bri/. a one-piece suit worn as overalls 
for heavy manual work. 

boiling adj. (also boiling hot) collog. very hot. 

boiling point 1. the temperature at which a liquid 
starts to boil. 

boisterous ad. 1 (of a person) rough; noisily 
exuberant. 2 (of the weather etc.) stormy. [variant 
of Middle English boist(ujous| 0 boisterously ad’. 
boisterousness ". 

bold ad. 1 confidently assertive: adventurous. 
2 impudent. 3 vivid, clistinct (bold colour). 4 (in full 
boldface or boldfaced) printed in a thick black 
typeface. [Old English ba/d *dangerous’] 0 boldly 
adv. boldness ». 

bole 7. trunk of a tree. [from Old Norse hol 

bolero /bé-lair-oh/ n. ( p/. -os) 1 a Spanish dance 
or music 1D simple triple ume. 2 also /bol-é-roh/ a 
womian’s short open jacket. [Spanish] 


bombe 


boll 7. a rounded seed capsule, esp. flax or cotton. 
[from Middle Dutch bolle ‘rounded object} 

bollard x. 1 Bri. a short post in the road, esp. as 
part of a traffic island. 2 a short post on a quay or 
ship for securing a rope. [Middle English] 

bollocking n. esp. Bri. coarse slang a severe reprimand. 
bollocks 2. (also ballocks) esp. Brit. coarse slang 
1 the testicles. 2 nonsense, rubbish. [Old English] 

Bollywood ». collog. the Indian popular film industry, 
based in Bombay. [blend of Bombay and Hollyzood| 

boloney var. of aatonry. 

Bolshevik n. 1 fist. a member of the radical faction 
of the Russian Social Democratic party, which 
became the Communist party in 1918. 2 a Russian 
communist. 3 (in general use) any revolutionary 
socialist. [Russian, literally ‘a member of the 
majority | G Bolshevism n. Bolshevist n. 

Bolshie (also Bolshy) s/ang e@ adj. (usu. bolshie) 
1 Brit. uncooperative, rebellious. 2 socialist. @ 7. 
(pl. -tes) a Bolshevik. 0 bolshiness n. (in sense | 
of adj). 

bolster @ 7. 1 a long thick pillow. 2 a pad or 
support, esp. in a machine. @ w./7 (usu. foll. by up) 
1 reimforce (bolstered our morale). 2 prop up. 
[Old English] o bolsterer x. 

bolt'e 7. 1 a sliding bar and socket used to fasten a 

door etc. 2 a large usu. metal pin with a head, used 

to hold things together. 3 a discharge of lightning. 

4 a sudden dash for freedom. 5 an arrow for shoot- 

ing from a crossbow. 6 a roll of fabric (originally as 

a measure). @ 7, 1 #: fasten or lock with a bolt. 2 &: 

(foll. by i, out) keep from leaving or entering by 

bolting a door. 3 é fasten together with bolts. 4 int: 

dash suddenly away. 5 é gulp down (food) un- 
chewed. 6 intz: (of a plant) run to seed. @ ade, (usu. in 
bolt upright) rigidly, suflly. a a bolt from the 
blue a complete surprise. [Old English in sense 

‘arrow |G bolter 7. {in sense 4 of v.). 

bolt? vz; (also boult) sift (flour etc.). [from 

Old French buller] 

bomb e 7. 1 a <a container with 
explosive, gas, etc., designed to 

explode on mmpact or by means 
of a mechanism, ht fuse, etc. 

2 (prec. by the) the atomic or 
hydrogen bomb. 3 Brit. slang a 

large sum of money (cos! a 

bomb:. 4.\. Amer. collog. a bad 
failure (esp. a theatrical 
one). @ v, 1 & drop bombs 
on, 2 ¢ (foll. by ow!) drive out 
by using bombs. 3 mz; throw 
bombs. 4 mtr esp. US slang 
fail badly. 5 wir (usu. foll. by 
along, off ) collog. go very 
quickly. o go down a 
bomb Bri. collog.. often in. 
be very well received. [from 

Greek bombos ‘boom ‘| 


BOMB: 
GERMAN SECOND 
WORLD WAR INCEN- 
DIARY DEVIGLS 


bombard i! 1 attack with bombs. shells. ete. 
2 (often foll. by ze ah subject to persistent questioning 
ete. 3 Physics divect a stream of high-speed particles 
at (a substance), [based on medieval Latin bombarda 
‘a stone-throwing cngine’| 6 bombardment mv. 
bombardier 1. 1 Bri/. a non-commissioned ofliecr 
in the artillery. 2 .\. Amer a member of a bomber 
crew responsible for sighting and releasing bombs. 
bombast nr. pompous or extravagant language. 
[from medieval Latin bombax, alteration of bomby 
‘silk’ | 0 bombastic adj. bombastically adi: 
Bombay duck ». a dried fish. esp. bummalo, usu. 
eaten with curried dishes. [corruption of st aiio] 
Bombay mix »). an Indian spiced snack consisting of 
lentils, peanuts, and deep-fried stands of gram flou 
bombazine ». \also bombasine; a twilled dress 
material of worsted with or without an admixture of 
silk or cotton. [based on Greek bombux ‘silkworm’ | 
bomb disposal ». the defusing or removal and 
detonation of an unexploded bomb. 
bombe /bomb/ x. a dome-shaped dish or contec- 
hon, often trozen. |French, hterally *bomb’| 


bomber 
starboard weapon bay 
split rudder rea inl 


fuel tank 


weapon bay 
front bulkhead 


BOMBER: OVERHEAD 
VIEW OF AN AMERICAN 
STLALTH BOMBER 


. two-seater 
tt Apil 


bomber ». 1 A an aircraft equipped to carry and 
drop bombs. > ricirrer. 2 a person using bombs, 
esp. illegally. 

bomber jacket 2. a short feather or cloth jacket 
tightly gathered at the waist and cuffs. 
bombshell 7. 1 an overwhelming surprise or 
disappointment. 2 an artillery bomb. 3 s/ang a very 
attractive woman (blonde bombshell). 

bombz-site 7. an area where buildings have been 
destroyed by bombs. 

bomb squad 7. a division of a police force investi- 
gating crimes involving bombs. 

bona fide /boh-na fy-di/ @ ad. genuine; sincere. 
@ adv. genuinely; sincerely. [Latin, literally ‘in good 
faith’ | 

bona fides n. 1 esp. Law an honest intention; sincer- 
ity. 2 (treated as p/.) collog. documentary evidence of 
acceptability. [Latin, literally “good faith] 

bonanza 7. 1 a source of wealth or prosperity. 
2 a large output (esp. of a mine). 3 a prosperity: 
good luck. b a run of good luck. (Spanish, literally 
‘fair weather’ | 

bonce n. Brit. 1 slang the head. 
[19th-century coinage | 

bond e 7. 1 a a thing that tics another down or 
together. b (usu. in p/.) a thing restraining bodily 
freedom (broke his bonds). 2. 1often in pl.) a a uniting 
force (sisterly bond). b a restraint; a responsibility 
(bonds of duty). 3 a binding engagement (Azs word 15 
his bond). 4 Commerce a a debenture. b a financial 
guarantee against the collapse of a company, esp. a 
tour operator. 5 adhesiveness. 6 Law a deed by 
which a person is hound to make payment to 
another. @ 7. 1 /@ a lay (bricks) overlapping. b bind 
together (resin with fibres, etc.). 2 mr adhere: hold 
together. 3 ¢ connect with a bond. 4 ¢ place 
fgoods) in bond. 5 a intz become emotionally 
attached. b #. lmk by an emotional or psychological 
bond. o in bond (of goods) stored in a bonded 
warehouse until the importer pays the duty owing. 
[Middle English variant of wasp") 

bondage ». 1 slavery. 2 subjection to constraint, 
obligation, etc. 3 sadomasochistie practices, includ- 
ing the use of physical restraints or mental enslave- 
ment, [from Anglo-Latin bundagiun| 

bonded ad. 1 (of goods) placed in bond. 2 {of a 
travel company etc.) protected by a bond (see Bonn 
n. +h). 

bonded warehouse ». a customs-controlled ware- 
house for the retention of imported goods until the 
duty owed is paid. 


2 a large marble. 
5S 


bond paper 1. high-quality writing paper. 
bondsman ». (//. -men) 1 a slave. 2 a person in 
thrall to another. [based on archaic bond ‘ser{”) 
bone e 7. 1 ® any of the pieces of hard tissue 
making up the skeleton in vertebrates. & sKiLion 
2 1in pi.) a the skeleton, esp. as remains after death 
b the body, esp. as a seat of intuitive feeling ( elf it 


im my bones). 3 a the calcified material of which 
bones consist. b a similar substance such as iors 
4 a thing made of bone. 5 (in p/.) the essential part 


of a thing (esp. dare bones}. 6 a strip of suffening in a 
corset etc. @ ur 1 take out the bones from imeat o1 
fish). 2 stiffen (a garment) with bone ete. 3 Brit. slang 
steal. O bone up (ofien foll. by on) collog. study (a 
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radar-resistant 
coating 


book 


bonny adj. (also bonnie) (bonnier, bonniest) esp. 
Sc. & NEngl. 1 a physically attractive. b healthy- 
looking, 2 good, fine, pleasant. [15th-century 
coinage| 0 bonnily adv. bonniness 2. 
bonsai 7. (/. same) 1 the art of cultivating orna- 
mental artificially dwarfed varieties of 
| trees and shrubs. 2 (also bonsai 
tree) <a tree or shrub grown by 
this method. [ Japanese, liter- 
ally ‘tray planting’ 
bonus 7. 1 an unsought or 
unexpected extra benefit. 
2 aa gratuity to em- 
ployees beyond their 
normal pay. b Brit. 
an extra dividend or 
issue paid to share- 
holders. ¢ Brit. a distri- 
bution of profits to 
holders of an insurance 
policy. [Latin, literally ‘good’] 
bon vivant /bon vee-von/ 7. 
(pl. bon vivants or bons 
vivants pronunc. same) a per- 
son indulging in good living. 
[French, literally ‘good living 
(person) ’| 
bon viveur /bon vee-ver/ n. 
bon viveurs or bons 
viveurs pronunc. same) = BON 
vivant. [pseudo-French] 
bon voyage /bon voy-ahzh/ int. an expression of 
good wishes to a departing traveller, [French, 
literally ‘good journey’] 
bony adj. (bonier, boniest) 1 (of a person) thin 
with prominent bones. 2 having many bones. 
3 of or like bone. 4 (of a fish) having bones rather 
than cartilage. > ris. boniness n. 
bonze 7. a Japanese or Chinese Buddhist priest. 
[French] . 
bonzer ad}. Austral. slang excellent, first-rate. 
boo e zi. 1 an expression of disapproval. 2 a sound 
intended to surprise. @ 7. an utterance of boo, esp. 
expressing disapproval to a performer etc. @ uv. 
(boos, booed) 1 imi. utter a boo or boos. 2 tx jeer 
at (a performer etc.) bysbooing. 
boob! slang e 7. (also booboo) 1 Brit. an embarras- 
sing mistake. 2 a simpleton. @ wintz, Brit. make an 
embarrassing mistake. 
boob? x. slang a woman's breast. [earlier bubby, booby] 
boob tube n. slang 1 Brit. a woman’s low-cut close- 


subject) intensively, close to (or 
near) the bone 1 a tactless to | 
the point of offensiveness. 
b near the limit of decency. 
2 destitute; hard up. have a 
bone to pick (usu. foll. by wzth) 
have a cause for dispute (with another 
person). make no bones about 1 admit 
or allow without fuss. 2 not hesitate or 
scruple. [Old English] o boneless adj. 
bone china 2. fine china made of clay 
mixed with the ash from bones. 
bone dry ad. completely dry. 
bonehead 27. slang a_ stupid 
go boneheaded az). 
bone idle adj. utterly idle. 
bone marrow sce MARROW 2. 
bonemeal n. crushed or ground 
bones used esp. as a fertilizer. 
bone of contention 7. a source or 
ground of dispute. 
boneshaker 7. 1 a decrepit or uncom- 
fortable old vehicle. 2 an old type of 
bicycle with solid tyres. 
bonfire 7. a large open-air fire. [earlier bone- 
fire, bones being the chief material used] 
Bonfire Night 7. Bri. 5 Nov., on which fire- 
works are displayed and an effigy of Guy 


person. 


BONSAI TREE: 
ENGLISH OAK 


1 (Quercus robur) (pl. 


Fawkes burnt (see cuvy') 

bongo 7. (//. -os or -oes) cither of a pair of small 
long-bodied drums usu. held between the knees 
and played with the fingers, [from Latin American 
Spanish bongo] 

bonhomie /bon-6-mee/ n. good-natured friendli- 
ness. [French] 0 bonhomous adj. 

bonito 2. (//. -os) any of various striped tuna of 
warm seas. [Spanish] 

bonk e ». 1 / hit resoundingly. 2 mr, bang; bump. 
3 Bri. coarse slang a intr, have sexual intercourse. | 
b ¢r have sexual intercourse with. @ 7, an instance 
of bonking (a bonk on the head). 

bonkers predic.adj. slang crazy. |20th-century coin- 
age | 

bon mot /bon moh/ 7. (f/. bons mots pronunc. 
same or /bon mohz/) a witty saying. [French, 
hierally ‘good word’} 

bonnet 7. 1 a a hat tied under the chin and usu, 
with a brim framing the face. b a beret-like hat 
worn by men and boys in Scotland. e collog. any 
hat. 2 Bri. a hinged cover over the engine of a 
motor vehicle. & car. [from medieval Latin abonnis 


‘headgear’ | fitting usu. strapless top. 2 (usu. prec, by the) .N. Amer. 
television; one’s television set. 
~ | booby x. (pi. -ies) 1 a stupid person. 2 a small 
BONE gannet of the genus Sula. 


booby prize ». a prize given to the least successful 
competitor in a contest. 
booby trap e 7. 1 a trap intended as a practical 
joke. 2 Mfil. an apparently harmless explosive 
device intended to kill or injure anyone touching it. 
@ ut. (booby-trap) place a booby trap or traps in 
| Or On. 


| Each layer of a bone is composed of spe- 
cialized cells, protein fibres, and minerals. 
The medullary cavity contains bone mar- 
row, and is enclosed in a spongy cancellous 
layer. This is surrounded by hard cortical 
bone (made up of osteons), with an outer 
covering of periostium. This combination 
of layers makes bones strong and heht. 


boodle 2. slang money, esp. when gained or used 
dishonestly. [from Dutch boedel ‘possessions’ | 
boogie @ v.iniz (boogies, boogied, boogieing) 
slang dance to pop music. @ 7. 1 = Boouit-wooutk. 
2 slang a dance to pop music. [20th-century 
coinage | 
boogie-woogie 7. a style of playing blues or jazz 
on the piano, marked by a persistent bass rhythm. 
book en. 1 a & a written or printed work consisting 
of pages fixed together along one side and bound 
a in covers. b a literary composition intended for 
| publication (2s werking on her book). 2 a bound set of 
blank sheets for writing on. 3 a bound set of 


eee siiee SECTION FHROUGH 


\ HUMAN BONE 
hard cortical 


hone 


ater) 


~~ 
= 
> 


asteon 


medullary | 


/ x stamps, matches, cheques, etc. 4 (in pl.) a set of 
cavily ispongy = \ ma records or accounts. 5 a main division of a li 
me = 2 n of a literary 
cancellous \ work, or of the Bible. 6 a libretto, script of a play, 
bone \an etc. 7 collog. a magazine. 8 a telephone directory. 


9 a record of bets made and money paid out at a 


bookable 


BOOK endpaper , 


The first books were written on 

| papyrus by the ancient Egyp- 

| tians. Religious scribes copied 
manuscripts by hand until book 
production was revolutionized 
by Johannes Gutenburg in 1455. 
He created a press with re- 
usable metal type, enabling the 
production of multiple copies. 


Books are now created with the —_front 


aid of computers, and printing cover board / mull il vina 
and binding are mechanized. ribbon F 
bookmark | | tailband 


PARTS OF A LEATHER-BOUND BOOK 


race meeting by a bookmaker. @ x. I tr a engage (a 
seat etc.) in advance; make a reservation of. 
b engage (a guest etc.) for some occasion, 2 tr 
a take the personal details of (an offender or rule- 
breaker). b enter in a book or list. 3 & make a reser- 
vation for (a person). 4 imi: make a reservation (no 
need to book). A book in esp. Brit. register one’s 
arrival at a hotel etc. book up 1 Brit. buy tickets in 
advance for a theatre, concert, holiday, etc. 2 (as 
booked up adj.) with all places reserved. bring to 
book call to account. go by the book procced 
according to the rules. in a person’s bad (or 
good) books in disfavour (or favour) with a 
person. in my book in my opinion. make a book 
(or US make book) take bets and pay out 
winnings at a race mecting on the books 
contained in a list of members etc. suits my book 
Bri. is convenient to me. take a leaf out of a 
person’s book imitate a person. throw the 
book at collog. charge or punish to the utmost. 
[Old English] a booker 7. booking x. 

bookable qjj. 1 that may be reserved or engaged in 
advance. 2 Football (of an offence) serious enough to 
be entered in the reteree’s book. 

bookbinder 7. a person who binds books protes- 
sionally. o bookbinding n. 

bookcase n. a set of shelves for books in a frame. 

book club 2. a society selling members books on 
special terms. 

bookend 7. a usu. ornamental prop used to keep 
a row of books upright. 

bookie 2. collog. = BooKMKLR. 

booking office 7. a place where tickets are sold, 
esp. at a railway station or theatre. 

bookish adj. 1 studious; fond of reading, 2 acquir- 
ing knowledge from books. 3 (of language ctc.) 
literary. O bookishly adv, bookishness 7. 

bookkeeper 2. a person who keeps accounts for a 
trader cic. 0 bookkeeping 7. 

book learning 2. mere theory. 

booklet 7. a small book usu. with paper covers. 

book-louse 7. a minute insect of the order 
Psocoptera, often damaging to books. 

bookmaker 7. a person who takes bets, calculates 
odds, and pays out winnings. Go bookmaking », 

bookmark ». a strip of card etc. used to mark one’s 
place in a book. 

bookplate 7. a decorative label stuck in the front of 
a book, bearing the owner's name. 

book-rest 7. an adjustable support for an open 
book on a table. 

bookseller 7. esp. Bri. a dealer in books. 

bookshelf 1. ( /. -shelves) a shelf on which books 
can be stored. 

bookshop 2. a shop where books are sold. 

bookstall 7. a stand for selling books, newspapers, 
ete, 

book token 7. ni. 
exchanged for books. 

bookworm 7. 1 collog. a person devoted to reading, 


a voucher which can he 


fining. Ieadhand ,rih | tape | leather cover 
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2 the larva of a moth or beetle which feeds on the 
paper and glue used in books. 

Boolean adj. denoting a system of algebraic nota- 
tion to represent logical propositions. [from 
G. Boole, English mathematician, 1815 64] 

Boolean logic 7. the use of ‘and’, ‘or’, and ‘not’ in 
retrieving information from a computer database. 

boom! e 7. a deep resonant sound. @ wini; make or 
speak with a boom. 

boom’ e 2. a period of prosperity or sudden activ- 
ity in commerce. @ v.inir. be suddenly prosperous or 
successful. {19th-century US coinage] 


boom? x. 1 ,\aut. a pivoted spar to which the foot of 


a sail is attached, allowing the angle of the sail to be 
changed. > pincHy, sinc Boar. 2 a long pole over a 
television or film set, carrying equipment. 3 a float- 
ing barrier across the mouth of a harbour or river. 
[Dutch, literally ‘beam’| 

boomerang e 7. a curved flat missile used by 
Australian Aboriginals to kill prey, and often able to 
return to the thrower. @ v.intr. 1 act as a boomerang. 


2 (of a plan or action) backfire. [from Aboriginal 
bumarin | 
boon! x. 1 an advantage; a blessing. 2 archaic a a 


request. b a gift; a favour. [Middle English, ori- 
ginally in sense ‘prayer’ | 

boon? ad. intimate, favourite (usu. boon companion). 
{from Latin bonus *good’| 

boondocks 7. (the boondocks) .\. Aimer collog. 
rough or isolated country. [from a Tagalog word 
meaning ‘mountain | 

boor 7. a rude or clumsy person. {from Dutch doer 
‘farmer’] Q boorish ad. boorishly adi. 
boorishness ». 

boost @ v/; 1 a promote (a person, 
scheme, commodity, etc.) by praise or 
advertising; increase or assist 
(boosted his spirits; boost sales). 
b push from below (doosted 
me up the tree). 2 a raise the 
voltage in (an electric 
circuit ete.). b amplify (a 
radio signal), @ 7. an 
act, process, or result of 
boosting; a push. [1 9th- 
century US coinage] 

booster 7. 1 a device for 
increasing electrical power or voltage. 
2 an auxiliary engine or rocket used to 
give ininal acceleration. & sp cert. 
3 Med. a dose of an immunizing agent increasing 
or renewing the effect of an earlier one. 

boot! e x. Lan outer foot-covering reaching above 
the ankle. 2 Brit, the luggage compartment of a 
motor car, & car. 3 collog. a firm kick. 4 tprec. by the 
collog. dismissal, esp. Brit. from employment | gave 
them the bool). @ v.tr. 1 kick, esp. hard. 2 (often foll. by 
out\ dismiss (a person) forcefully, 3 (usu. toll. by up 
put (a computer) in a state of readiness. 0 put the 
boot in Bri. 1 kick brutally. 2 act decisively against 
a person. [from Old French ote] c booted ad). 


BORAGE 
(Borago officinalis) 


border 


boot? n. 0 to boot as well: to the good. [Old 
English, originally in sense ‘advantage’] 

bootblack 7x. .V. Amer esp. fist. a person who 
polishes boots and shoes. 

boot camp 7. (esp. in the US) an institution for 
young offenders, having a tough quasi-military 
regime. 

boot-cut adj. (of jeans or other trousers) flared very 
slightly below the knee, so as to be worn comfort- 
ably over boots. 

bootee 7. 1 a soft shoe worn by a baby. 2 a woman’s 
short boot. 

booth 7. 1 a small temporary roofed structure used 
esp. as a market stall, for puppet shows, etc. 2 a 
compartment for various purposes, e.g. telephon- 
ing or voting. 3 a set of a table and benches in a 
restaurant or bar. [from Scandinavian] 

bootlace n. a cord or leather thong for lacing 
boots. 

bootleg e adj. (esp. of liquor) smuggled; illicitly sold: 
pirated. e@ wr (-legged, -legging) make, distribute, 
or smuggle (illicit goods, esp. alcohol); pirate (a 
musical recording). @ n. a pirated musical record- 
ing. {from the smugglers’ practice of concealing 
bottles in their boots] 0 bootlegger 2. 

bootlicker 1. collog. a person who behaves obse- 
quiously. 

bootstrap 7. 1 a loop at the back of a boot used to 
pull it on, 2 Computing a technique of loading a 
program into a computer by means of a few initial 
instructions which enable the introduction of the 
rest of the program from an input device. 

booty 7. 1 plunder gained esp. in war or by piracy. 
2 collog. something gained or won. [from Middle 
Dutch dite| 

booze ¢o/log. en. 1 alcoholic drink. 2 the drinking of 
this (on the booze). @ vinx. drink alcoholic liquor, esp. 
excessively or habitually. 0 boozy ad. (boozier, 
booziest). [from Middle Dutch risen ‘to drink to 
excess’ | 


boozer 2. collog. 1 a person who drinks alcohol, esp. 
to excess. 2 Brit. a public house. 

booze-up “. s/ang a drinking bout. 

bop! collog. @ n. 1 = wewor. 2 esp. Brit. a a spell of 
dancing, esp. to pop music. b an organized social 
occasion for this. @ z./7/r \bopped, bopping) move 
or dance, esp. to pop music. 0 bopper n. 

bop? collug. @ 2. (bopped. bopping) hit, punch 
lightly. @ 2. a light blow or hit. 

boracie adj. of borax: containing boron. [based on 
medieval Latin pis -acis} 

borage 7. <a plant of the genus Borago. 
esp. Borago “offetralis with bright blue flow- 

ers and hairy leaves both used as flay- 


ouring. {from medieval Latin 
horrago|. > HERB 
borane 7. Chem. any of the 


hydrides of boron. 
borate 7. a salt or ester of boric acid. 
borax 7. 1 W the mineral salt 
sodium borate. 
2 the purified 
form of — this 
salt. used in 
making glass and 
china, and as an 
antiseptic. — [from 
Persian birah| 
Bordeaux 7). a wie 
from Bordeaux. a disuict of . . 


SW France. > 
bordello 1. (//. -os) esp. .\. ' - 


elmer a brothel. [from Old 
French bordel cabin] 

border e ». 1 the edge or boundary 
of anything, or the part near it. 2 a the line separating 
two political or geographical areas, esp. coun- 
trics. b the district on each side of this. 3 a 
distinct edging round anything, esp. for strength 
or decoration. 4 a long narrow bed of flowers 01 
shrubs. ev. Li bea horde r to. 2 fn provide with a 


BORAN 


Border collie 


border. 3. ir. (usu. foll. by on, upon) a adjoin; come 
close to being. b approximate, resemble. [from 
Old French bordure| 

Border collie 7. a common working 
sheepdog. 

borderer 7. a person who lives near 
a border, esp. that between Scot- 
land and England. 

borderland 1. 1 the district near a 
border. 2 an intermediate condition be- 
tween two extremes. 3 an area for debate. 

borderline e 7. 1 the line dividing two 
(often extreme) conditions. 2 a line marking 
a boundary. e adj. 1 on the borderline. 2 verg- 
ing on an extreme condition; only just 
acceptable. 

Border terrier 7. a small rough haired terrier. 
bore'e. 1 ¢ make a hole in, esp. with a revoly- 
ing tool. 2 é hollow out {a tube ete.). 3 idx 

drill a well (for oil etc.). @ 7. 1 the hollow of 
a firearm barrel or of a cylinder in an internal- 
combustion engine, 2 the calibre of this. 3 = worr- 
nour. (Old English] 

bore’ e n. a tiresome or dull person or thing. @ wir. 
weary by tedious talk or dullness. []8th-century 
coinage] 0 boredom n. boring ad). 


bore® x. a high tidal wave caused by the meeting of 


two tides, or by the constriction of a spring tide, 
rushing up a narrow estuary. [Middle English] 

bore? pas! of ian! 

boreal ad. of the North or northern regions. [based 
on Greek Boreas ‘god of the north wind} 

borehole ». a deep narrow hole, esp. one 
made in the earth to find water, oil, ete. 

boric adj. of or containing boron, 

boric acid 7. an acid clerived from borax. 
used as a mild antiseptic. 

borlotti bean 1. a type of kidney bean 
with a pink speckled skin that turns brown 
when cooked. {Italian borlott. pl. of borlolte 
‘kidney bean] 

born ad. 1 existing as a result of birth. 
2 a being such or likely to become such by 
natural ability or quality (@ born leader). 
b (usu. foll. by fe + infin.) having a specified 
destiny (born lucky). 3 (in comb.) of a certain 
status by birth | French born, 0 in all one’s born 
days rvllog. im one’s life so far. not born yester- 
day collog. not stupid: shrewd. 
w Usage Sce Usage Note at iar’ 

born-again a(ti).adj. converted (esp. to funcdamen- 
talist Christianity). 

borne @ pas part. of w.vr', @ adj. (in comb, carried or 
transported by (airborne). 

boron x. (/iem. a non-metallic brown amorphous or 
black crystalline clement extracted from borax and 
boracic acid and mainly used for hardening steel. 
(blend of wor and carson] 

boronia 1". .{us/ral. any sweet-scented shrub of the 
genus Boronia. {named after F. Boone, {talian 
botanist, 1769 94] 

borough 7. 1 &ri/, aa town as distinct from a city, 
with a corporation and privileges granted by a 
royal charter. b /us/. a town sending representatives 
to Parliament. 2 an administrative division of 
London. 3 a municipal corporation in certain US 
states. [Old English] 

borrow «. 1 a / acquire temporarily with the 
promise or intention of returning. b if. obtain 
money in this way. 2 / use an idea etc. originated 
by another. GQ borrowed time an unexpected 
extension, esp. of life. [Old English bagian to give 
a pledge’ | 0 borrower 7. borrowing 1. 

Borstal wv. Br. fas. an institution lor reforming anc 
training offenders, [from Borstal in S 
England. where the first was established | 


young 


a Usage The term Borstal has now been replaces 
hy detention centre and youth custody centr 
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BOSS GCOVLRING 
RIBS IN A CEILING 


bortsch 7. (also borsch) a highly seasoned Russian 


or Polish soup of esp. beetroot and cabbage and 
served with sour cream. [from Russian borshch| 
borzoi 7. ¥ a large Russian wolfhound of a breed 
with a narrow head and silky, usu. white, coat. 
[Russian, from dorzyi ‘swift | 
bosh n. @ int. slang non- 
sense; foolish talk. {based 
on Turkish bos ‘empty’ | 
bosky = adj. _—_ililerary 
wooded, bushy. [16th- 
century coinage, from 
earlier bosk ‘bush’] 


bo’s’n var. of 
BOAT AW ATN. 
bosom /buu- 


zom/ n. 1 aa per- 
son's breast — or 
chest, esp. a wom- 
an’s. b collog. each 

of a woman’s breasts. 
c the enclosure formed by a person’s breast and 
arms, 2 an emotional centre (bosom of one’s family). 
Oo bosomy adj. [Old English] 

boson 7. Physics a subatomic particle, such as a 
photon, which has a spin of zero or a whole 
number. [named atter the Inchan physicist S. N. 
Bose (1894-1974)] 

boss! alloy. en. La person in charge. 2 US a person 
who controls or dominates a political organization, 
@ wir 1 (usu. foll. by about, around) give constant 
peremptory orders to. 2 be the master or manager 

of. [from Dutch daa; ‘master’] 

O bossy ad). (bossier. bossiest) 

collog. bossily adv. bossiness n. 

boss? 7. 1a round knob or other 
protuberance, esp. in ornamen- 
tal work, & suitto, 2 Archit. <a 
piece of ornamental carving etc, 
covering the point where the 
ribs in a vault or ceiling cross. 
[from Old French dace] 

bossa nova #7. 1 a clance like the 
samba, originating in Brazil. 
2 a piece of music for this or in 
its rhythm. (Portuguese, literally 
‘new style’] 

boss-eyed adj. Brit. collog. 1 cross-eyed. 2 out of 
true. [based on dialect oss ‘to miss, bungle’| 

bossy-boots ». Brit. collog. a domineering person. 

bosun also bo’sun: var. of Boars, 


BORZOI 
vdeo 


bot 7. (also bott) any of various parasitic larvae of 
flies of the family Oestridae, infesting horses ete. 

bot abbr 1 bottle, 2 botanic: botanical; botany: 
3 bought. 

botanize ¢.17/); (also -ise) study plants, esp. in their 
habitat. 

botany ». 1 the study of plants. 2 the plant life of a 
particular area or ume. [based on Greek bolané 
‘plant’| Oo botanic ad). botanical ad. botanically 
adc. botanist n. 

botch (also bodge) e v./, 1 bungle. 2 repair clum- 
sily. @ 7. bungled or spoilt work (made a botch of it). 
{Midclle English] o botcher n. 

botfly x. (pi. -flies) a dipterous fly of the genus 
Oestrus, with a stout hairy body and parasitic larvae 
mee boll. 

both e prede!. & pron. the two, not only one (both boys, 
the boys are both here). @ adv. with equal ~uth in two 


cases bath the boy and his sister ave heres. [fronr Old 
Norse hdthir| 


aw Usage Both is widely used with of. esp. when 
followed by a pronoun (c.g. both of us) or a noun 
implying separate rather than collective consider- 
ation, e.g. both of the boys suggests each bey rather 
than the two together. 


bother e:. 1 /: a worry, disturb. b ve/?, (often foll. by 
ahout\ be concerned. 2 mir a (often foll. by about. 
wih, or fo + infin. worry or trouble oneself :don’t 
other about that. b Soll. by czy be concerned. 


bottom 


en. 1 aa person or thing that causes worry. 
b a minor nuisance, 2 trouble, fuss. @ int. esp. Bri. 
expressing annoyance or impatience. 0 cannot be 
bothered will not make the effort needed. [earlier 
in sense ‘noise, chatter’] 

bothersome ad). troublesome. 

Botox 7. propr a drug prepared from botulin, used 
medically to treat certain muscular conditions and 
cosmetically to remove 
wrinkles by temporar- 
ily paralysing facial 
muscles. [from bo 
(tulinum) tox (in)| 

bo tree 1. > the 
Indian fig tree, 
Ficus — religiosa, 
regarded as 
sacred by Budd- 
hists. [represent- 
ing Sinhalese bogaha 
‘tree of knowledge’, 
Buddliaw’s culight- 
enment having occurred 
beneath such a tree] 


BO TREE 
(Ficus religiosa) 


botrytis 7. a fungus of 

the genus Bolrytis, esp. the grey mould B. cinerea, 
deliberately cultivated on the grapes used for 
certain wines. [based on Greek bolrus ‘cluster of 
grapes | 

bottle e 7. 1 a container, usu. of glass or plastic and 
with a narrow neck, for storing liquid. 2 the 
amount that will fill a bottle. 3 Br. a baby’s feeding 
bottle. 4 a metal cylinder for liquefied gas. 5 Bril. 
slang courage, confidence, @ v./7 1 put into bottles or 
jars. 2 Brit. prescrve (fruit ete.) in jars. 3 (usu. foll. by 
up) a conceal or restrain for a time (esp. a feeling). 
b keep (an enemy force cte.) contained or 
entrapped. a bottle out (often foll. by of) Bri. slang 
fail to carry out some activity through lack of 
nerve. hit the bottle s/ang drink heavily. on the 
bottle s/ang drinkin® (alcohol) heavily. [from 
medieval Latin butticula ‘litle butt’| 

bottle bank ». Br/. a place where used bottles may 
be deposited for recyclmg, 

bottle-feed wir (fast and past part. -fed) feed (a 
baby) with milk by means of a bottle. 

bottle green e 7. dark green. @ adj. (hyphenated 
when aitrzb.) of this colour, 

bottleneck n. 1 a narrow place where the flow of 
traffic, production, etc., 1s constricted. 2 an 
obstruction to the flow of something (information 
bottleneck). 3 a device worn on a guitarist’s finger, 
used to produce sliding effects on the strings. 

bottlenose dolphin 7. {also bottlenosed 
dolphin) a dolphin, Tursiops truncatus, with a bottle- 
shaped snout. & povritin 

bottom e 7. 1 a the lowest point or part (bottom of 
the stairs}. b the part on which a thing rests (Aoltom of 
a saucepan). © the underneath part (scraped the bottom 
of the car). d the furthest or inmost part bottom of the 
garden), 2 collog. a the buttocks. b the seat of a chair 
etc. 3a the less important or successful end of a 
class etc. {al the bottom of the lst of requirements). 
b a person occupying this place (hes always bottom of 
the class). 4 the ground under the water of a lake etc. 
(swam until he touched the bottom). 5 (often in pl.) a 
garment for the lower part of the body, esp. match- 
ing one for the upper part (a bikin? bottom: he wore 
jogging bottoms). 6 the basis (he at the hottom of it). 
7 the essential character. 8 Nau. a ship, esp. as a 
cargo carrier. @ ad. 1 lowest; last (boflom button: 
bottom score). 2 \ower (bottom half). @ 2. 1 ty. put a 
hottom to (a chair, saucepan, ete.). 2 intr (of a ship, 
reach or touch the bottom. 3 é work out. 4% touch 
the bottom or lowest point of, o at bottem hasic- 
ally. essentially. bet one’s bottom dollar slang 
1 stake all. 2 be very sure. bottom falls (or drops, 
out collapse occurs. bottom out reach the lowest 
level. bottoms up! a call to drain one’s glass. get 
to the bottom of fully investigate and explain. 


bottom gear 


knock the bottom out of Bri/. make invalid or 
useless; prove (a thing) worthless. [Old English] 
0 bottommost ad). 

bottom gear n. Brit. = rirsr Gran. 

bottomless aq. 1 without a bottom. 2 (of a supply: 
etc.) inexhaustible. 

bottom line 2. collog. the underlying or ultimate 
truth; the ultimate, esp. financial, criterion. 

bottom-up «itri}.adj. 1 proceeding from detail to 
general theory, or from the bottom upwards. 
2 non-hierarchical. 

botulism 7. poisoning caused by a toxin produced 
by the bacillus Clostridium botulinum growing in 
poorly preserved food. [from German Botulismus 
‘sausage poisoning’ 

bouclé /boo-klay/ n. 1 a looped or curled yarn 
(esp. wool). 2 a fabric made of this. [French, liter- 
ally ‘buckled, curled’] 

boudoir /bood-wah/ 7. a woman’s small private 
room or bedroom. [French, literally ‘sulking- 
place’] 

bouffant /boo-fon/ adj. (of a dress, hair, etc.) 
puffed out. [French, literally ‘swelling’] 

bougainvillea 7. (also bougainvillaea) any 
widely cultivated tropical plant of the genus 
Bougainvillea, with large coloured bracts. [named 
after L. A. de Bougainville, French navigator. 
1729 -1811] 

bough 7. a branch of a tree. [Old English] 

bought past and past part. of suv. 

bouillon /boo-yawn/ n. thin soup; broth. [French] 

boulder 7. a large stone worn smooth by erosion. 
[shortening of Middle English bou/derstone| 

boulder clay 7. a mixture of boulders etc. deposit- 
ed by massive bodies of melting ice, giving distine- 
tive glacial formations. 

boule /bool/ 7. (also boules pronunc. sane) 
> a French form of bowls, played 
on rough ground with usu. metal 
balls. [French] 

boulevard 7. 1 a broad tree- 
lined avenue. 2 esp. US a broad 
main road. {from German Boll- 
werk ‘bulwark’, originally of a 
promenade on a demolished fortifi- 
cation] 

boult var. of nour? 

bounce e @ 1 a intr \of a 
ball ete.) rebound. b ¢& 
cause to rebound. ct. & 
intr, bounce repeatedly. 
2 intr. collog. \of a cheque 
be returned by a bank, as 
insulicientlyiundedas iii BOURE: SEMSOURENI-[> 

aMtollmb mae nutes) (clam oo Sauls NCR 20a 

person, dog, etc.) jump or 

spring energetically. b (foll. by in. uut, ete.) rush 
angrily. enthusiastically, etc. (bounced oul in a temper). 
4 t Brit. collog. hustle (bounced him into signing). 
en. Laarebound. b the power of rebounding, 2 Bri. 
collog. a self-confidence (has a lot of bounce). 
b liveliness. 0 bounce back regain one’s good! 
health, spirits, etc. [from Dutch ons ‘a thump '| 
o Ca ad). (bouncier, bounciest). bouncily 
adi, bounciness 7. 

bouncer 7. 1 collog. a person employed to cject 
troublemakers from a club ete. 2 Cricket a hall 
bowled fast and short which pitches high. 

bouncing «dj. 1 (esp. of a baby) big ancl healthy: 
2 boisterous. 

bound! e ini; 1 a spring (bounded out of bed). 
b move with leaping strides. 2 (of a ball etc.) recoil; 
bounce. @ 7. 1 a leap. 2 a bounce. 0 by leaps and 
bounds see i... [from French bondi, originally ‘to 
resound’, later “to rebound’| 

bound? e ». (usu. in p/.) 1 a restriction (beyond th 
bounds of possibility). 2 a boundary. @ ¢.lr I (esp. in 
passive; foll. by by) limit (views bounded by prejudice). 
9 be the boundary of. 5 out of bounds 1 outside 
the area in which one is allowed to be. 2 beyond 
what is acceptable. [from medieval Latin bodia] 


bound? adj. 1 (usu. foll. by for) ready to start or 
having started (bound for stardom). 2 (in comb.) moving 
in a eet direction (northbound). [from Old 
Norse biinn ‘prepared’] 

bound* fast and past part. of sixv. 0 bound to 
certain to (he’s bound to come). 

boundary 7. (//. -ies) 1 a line marking the limits of 
an area, territory, etc. 2 Cricket a hit crossing the 
limits of the field. [related to sounv?] 

bounden ad). archaic obligatory. 

bounder 2». Byit. collog. or joc. an ill-bred or dishon- 
ourable person. 

boundless adj. unlimited; immense (boundless enthu- 
siasm). 0 boundlessly adv. boundlessness 7. 

bounteous adj. poet. generous, liberal. [based on 
(Old) French donié ‘bounty’] 0 bounteously adv. 
bounteousness 7. 

bountiful adj. 1 = sounteous. 2 ample. 0 bounti- 
fully adv. 

bounty 1“. (//. -ies) 1 liberality. 2 a gift or reward, 
made usu. by the State. {from Latin bonitas, based 
on bonus *good’| 

bounty hunter 7. a person who pursues a criminal 
or seeks an achievement for the sake of the reward. 

bouquet /boo-kay/ n. 1 a bunch of flowers. 2 the 
scent of wine etc. 3 a favourable comment: a 
compliment. [French, from dialect variant of Old 
French bos ‘wood 

bouquet garni /boo-kay gar-mi/ n. (pi. bou- 
quets garnis) a bunch of herbs used for flavour- 
ing stews etc. {French, literally ‘garnished 
bouquet ] 

bourbon /ber-b6n/ 2. an American whiskey 
distilled from maize and rye. [from Bourbon 
County, Kentucky, where first made| 

bourgeois /boor-z/iwah/ often deg 

e adj. 1 a conventionally middle-class. 

b unimaginative. c selfishly materialistic. 

2 upholding the interests of the capitalist 

class. @ n. (pl. same) a bourgeois person. 

[French, from Late Lwin 
‘town-dweller] OG bourgeoisie 
/boor-ziwah-zee/ n. 


hina sds 


bourn! 7. a small stream. [Middle 
English: S. English variant of 

bourn? 7. \also bourne) archaic La 

goal: a destination. 2 a limit. [from Old 

French dvdne ‘limitation’ | 

bourrée 7. 1 a lively French dance like a gavotte. 
2 the music for this dance. [French] 

bourse /boorss/ 7. 1 Bourse) the Paris equivalent 
of the Stock Exchange. 2 a money market. 
[French, from medieval Latin bursa “purse’] 

bout 7. (often foll. by of) 1 a limited period in 
session. 2 a a wrestling or boxing match. b a trial of 
strength. |] 6th-century coinage| 

boutique #. a small shop or department of a store, 
selling (esp. fashionable) clothes or accessories. 
[French 

bouzouki 7. a Greek form of mandolin. [modern 
Greek] 

bovine adj. 1 of or relating to cattle. 2 stupid. 
[based on Latin boy boris ‘ox’| cd bovinely adv, 

bovver 7. Bri, slang deliberate trouble-making, 
[cockney pronunciation of BoTHir| 

bower boot n. Brit. slang a heavy laced boot worn 
typically by skinheads. 

bow! /boh/ en. 1 aa slip-knot with a double loop. 
ba ribbon etc., tied with this. ¢ a decoration im the 
form of a bow. 2 a device for shooting arrows with 
a taut string joining the ends of a curved piece ol 
wood etc. & vrcnerey. 3 a rod with horsehan 
stretched along its length, used for playing the 
violin. cello. ete. & sruncev. 4 a shallow curve o1 
bene. @ ef also absol.) use a bow on ta violin ete.). 
o have two \or many! strings to one’s bow Bri. 
have (many) more than one resource. [Old English] 

bow? /rhymes wilh cow/ @ v. 1 intr incline the head 
or trunk, in acknowledgement of applause ete. 


bowline 


2 intr, submit (bowed to the inevitable. 3 tr cause to 
incline or submit (bowed his head, bowed his will to 
hers). 4 tr (toll. by in, out) usher or escort obse- 
quiously, @ 7. an inchning of the head or body. 
oD bow down 1 bend or kneel in submission or 
reverence. 2 (usu. in passive) crush with or as with a 
load (eas bowed down by care). bow out 1 make one’s 
exit (esp. formally). 2 retire gracefully. take a bow 
acknowledge applause. [Old English] 

bow? /rhymes wilh cow/ n. Naut. (ofien in pl.) the 
fore-end of a boat or a ship. > MAN-or-war. O on the 
bow within +5° of the point directly ahead. shot 
across the bows a warning. [from Dutch doeg] 

bowdlerize 7. /7; (also -ise) expurgate (a book etc.). 
[from T. Bowdler, 1754-1825, expurgator of Shake- 
speare] G bowdlerism 7. bowdlerization 2. 

bowel 1, 1 (often in p/.) the intestine. 2 (in fl) the 
depths (bowels of the Earth). [from Latin botellus ‘liule 
sausage | 

bowel movement n. discharge from the bowels. 

bower e 7. 1 a secluded place enclosed by fohage; 
an arbour. 2 poel. a boudoir, @ utr poet. embower. 
[Old English] 

bowerbird 1. 1 any of various birds of the family 
Ptilonorhynchidae, native to Australia and New 
Guinea. the males of which construct elaborate 
bowers during courtship. 

bowhead 7. an Arctic whale, Balaena mysticetus. 

bowie 7. (in full bowie knife, ¥ a long knife with a 
blade double-edged at the point. [named after 
J. Bowie, American soldier, 1796-1836, who popu- 


larizedl it| 


BOWIE KNIFE 


bowl! n. 1 aa usu. round deep basin used for food 
or hquid. b the contents of a bowl. 2 a any deep- 
sided container shaped like a bowl (lavatory bowl). 
b the bowl-shaped part of a tobacco pipe, spoon, 
balance, etc. 3 Geog. a natural basin, 4 esp. OS an 
amphitheatre or stadium, esp. m names (Hollywood 
Bow! ). {Old English] 0 bowlful 2. 

bowl? e 7. 1 a a slightly asymmetrical wooden or 
hard rubber ball used in the game of bowls. b a 
wooden ball or disc used in playing skittles. c a 
large ball with indents for gripping, used im tenpin 
bowling. 2 (in pl; usu. treated as sig) a game 
ge ~d with bowls. 3 a turn of bowling in cricket. 

1 a ¢ roll (a hoop ete.) along the ground. 

iat play bowls or skittles. 2 &% (also absol.) Cricket 
etc. a deliver (an over ete.). b (often foll. by oud, 
for) dismiss ,a batsman or a side) by knocking down 
the wicket with a ball. 3 mfr (often foll. by along) go 
along rapiclly, esp. on wheels (the cart bowled along 
the wad}. bowl out Cricket etc. dismiss (a side) (see 
also sense 2b of «.). bowl over 1 knock down. 
2 vollog. a impress greatly. b overwhelm. [from 
Latin bulla ‘bubble’ 

bow-legs 1.p/. bandy legs. c bow-legged ad). 

bowler! x. 1 Cricket etc. a member of the fielding 
side who bowls. > crickri. 2 a player at bowls. 

bowler? ». (in full bowler hat; a man’s hard felt 
hat with a round dome-shaped crown. © tv. 
[named after W. Bowler, a hatter, who designed 1 
1 890) | 

bowline /boh-lin/ 7. 


Nault. ¥ a knot for forming a 


non-slippmg loop at the end of a rope. > KN\o1 


BOWLINE 


1] 


bowling 


bowling 1. 1 Bow/s the game of bowls as a sport or 
recreation. 2 Cricket the delivery of the ball \also 
attrib: bowling technique). 

bowling alley 7. 1 a Jong enclosure for skittles or 
tenpin bowling. 2 a building containing these. 

bowling green 7. a smooth green used for playing 
bowls. 

bowman! /boh-min/ ». (p/. -men) an archer. 

bowman? /bow-inan: /i7s/ part rhymes with cow/ n. 
(pl. -men) the rower nearest the how of esp. a 
racing boat. 

bowsaw 2. a narrow saw stretched like a bowstring 
ona hght frame. 

bowser ». 1 Br/. a tanker used for fuclling aircraft 
etc., or for supplying water. 2 fropr a petrol pump. 
[trade name] 

bowsprit 7. .Vau/. ¥ a spar running out from a 

ship's bow to which the 
forestays are fastened. 


CD SAILING BOAT. STH 


JSorestay 


S howsprit 


BOWSPRIT ON A 19TH- 
CENTURY MLRCHANE SHIP 


bowstring v. the string of an archers bow, 
[> ARCHLEY 

bow tie 7. a necktie in the form of a bow (see 

now! ny. Lal 


bow wave #1. a wave set up at the bows of a moving 
ship or in front of a body moving through a fluid. 


bow window #. 4 curved bay window. 
bowyer ». a maker or seller of archers’ bows 


box! e 7. La container. usu. with flat sides anct of 


firm material. esp. for holding solids. 2 the amount 
that will fill a box, 3 a separate compartment, c.2 
in a theatre, 4 an enclosure or receptacle for 41 
special purpose (money box; telephone box), 5 a facility 
for receiving replies to an 
6 «prec. by the callog. television (what's on the box’). 
7 a space or area of print on a page, enclosed by a 


advertisement etc. 


border. 8 a protective casing for a piece of mechan- 
ism. 9 Brit. a light slueld for protecting the genitals 
in sport, esp. in cricket. 10 «prec. by the) Football 
collog. the penalty area, @ af. 1 put in or provide 
with a box. 2 (loll. by im, up) confine. [based on 
Gieck paws} 9 boxful ». boxing 7. boxlike ad). 
box? ¢. 1 ap. light “un opponent, at boxing, b at? 
practise boxing, 2 & slap yesp. a person’s ears), 
0 box clever Arif. cwllug. act in a clever or effective 
way. [Middle English] 

box? 7. 1 also box tree aan evergreen shrub o1 
small tree of the genus Burs, esp. B. sempervirens, 
often used in hedging & tor 
similar trees in Australasia 
species of Eucalyplis, 2 Ke 
Greek puros| 


~b any of various 
‘sp. those of several 
woot | |based on 
Box and Cox 7, (olien air.) Brit. wo persons shar- 
ing accommodation etc., and using it at different 
times. [names of characters in a play 11847) by 
a M. Morton| 
box camera /. 
camera 


Vo a simple box-shaped hand 


film ainder leny 


BOX 
CAMERA: 
LARIY 
20H 
COL aba} 
NOD 1 


Pcie? 


boxear n. NV. Amer an enclosed railway goods 
wagon, usu. with sliding doors on the sides. 

boxer 77. 1 a person who prac- 
ses boxing, esp. for sport. 
2 a medium-sized dog of a 
breed with a smooth brown 
coat and puglike face. 

boxer shorts 7.//. men’s 
underpants similar to shorts. 

box girder 7. a hollow girder 
square in cross-section. 

Boxing Day 1. the first day 
(strictly, the first weekday) after 
Christmas. [from the custom of 
giving tradesmen a Christmas box on this day] 


BOXER 


boxing weight 7. each of a series of fixed weight 
ranges at which boxers are matched. 
box junction 7. Bri’. a road area at a junction 
marked with a yellow grid, which a vehicle should 
enter only if its exit from it 1s clear. 
box number 7. a number by which replies are 
made to a private advertisement in a newspaper. 
box office 7. La ticket-office at a theatre etc. 2 the 
commercial aspect of the arts and 
entertainment (often aftrtbh: a box- 
office failure}. 
box pleat 7. a pleat consisting of two parallel 
creases forming a raised band. 
boxroom 2. Bri. a small room esp. for storing 
boxes, cases, etc. 
boxwood 2. 1 the woocl of the box tree, used esp. 
by engravers for the fineness of its grain and for its 
hardness. 2 = nox? 1. 
boxy adj. (boxier, boxiest) 1 (of a room or space) 
very cramped. 2 (of recorded sound) restricted in 
tone, 
boy e ». 1 a male child or youth, 2 a young man. 
3 a male servant, attendant, etc. 4 (the boys) 
collog. a group of men mixing socially. @ it. (also 
oh boy) expressing pleasure, surprise, ete. [Middle 
English] o boyhood 7. boyish «adj. boyishly adv. 
boyishness 1. 
boycott @ »./ 1 combine in refusing relations with 
(a person, group, country, ete.). 2 refuse to handle 
(goods), @ 7. such a relusal. [from Capt. C. C. 
Boycott, Irish land agent, 1832 97, so treated from 
1880] 
boyfriend ». a person's regular male companion or 
lover. 
bozo x. (pl. -os) esp. .\. Amer slang a stupid or 
insignificant person. [20th-century comage] 
BP abby. 1 boiling point. 2 blood pressure. 3 British 
Pharmacopocia. 
B.Phil. «dx Bachelor of Philosophy. 
bpi abbr. Computing \nts per inch. 
bps whbr. Computing bits per second. 
Bq «abby. becquerel. 
Br sym. Chem. the element bromine. 
bra 7. (//. bras) an undergarinent worn by women 
to support the breasts. O braless ad). 
brace e), laa device that clamps or fastens tightly. 
b a strengthening piece of iron or timber in build- 
ing. & otirn post. 2 (in ply Brit, straps supporting 
trousers from the shoulders. 3 a wire device for 
straightening the teeth. 4( p/, same) a pair. 5a rope 
attached to the yard of a ship for trimming the sail. 
> sive, 6 a connecting mark { or } used in printing, 
@ fh. 1 fasten ughtly, give firmness to. 2 make 
steady by supporting. 3 esp. as bracing adj.) invig- 
orate, refresh. 4 (often refl,, prepare for a difficulty. 
shock. etc. [from Latin bra(cjchia arms’ | 
0 bracingly ad: 
brace and bit 7. a revolving tool 
with a D-shaped central handle for 
boring. & prin 
bracelet 7. 1 an ornamental band, 
hoop, or chain worn on the wrist o1 
arm, 2 s/ang a handcull. [based on 
Latin brac(c)hiam “arm | 


| brachiopod 7. » a marine 


brain 


invertebrate of the phylum 
Brachiopoda, having a cili- 
ated feeding arm and a two- 
valved shell, often found 
fossilized. Also called lamp shell 
{from Greek brakhién ‘arm’ + 
pous podos ‘foot’| 
brachiosaurus 7. ¥ any huge 
plant-eating dinosaur of the 
genus Brachiosaurus, with forelegs 
longer than its hind legs. [from 
Greek brakhion ‘arm’ +  sauras 
‘lizard’| 


BRACHIOPOD 


SHELL 


BRACHIOSAURUS 


: bracken 
(Brachiosaurus species) 


n. 1 any 
large coarse 
fern, esp. Pter- 
idium aquilinum, 
abundant on heaths 
and moorlands, and 
in woods; also called 
brake. 2 a mass of 
such ferns. [from 
Old Norse| 
bracket ex. la 
support at- 
tached to and projecting from a vertical surface. 2 a 
shelf fixed with such a support to a wall. 3 each of 
a pair of marks()[] { } < > used to enclose words 
or figures. 4 a group classified as containing similar 
elements or falling between given limits (zncome 
bracket). @ vir. (bracketed, bracketing) 1 a couple 
(names etc.) with a bracket. b imply a connection 
or equality between. 2 a enclose in brackets as 
parenthetic or spurious. b Afath. enclose in brackets 
as having specific relations to what precedes or 
follows. [from Spanish bragueta ‘codpiece, bracket’] 
brackish ad). (of watervtc.) slightly salty. [based on 
Middle Dutch brac ‘worthless’} 
bract 7. Bol. a modified leaf. with a flower or an 
inflorescence in its axil > poisirria. [from Latin 
bractea ‘gold leat’} 
bradawl 7. > a sinall tgol with a pointed end 
for boring holes by hahd. 
brae /bray/ n. Sc. a steep bank or hillside. 
{from Old Norse brad ‘eyelash’} 
brag e:. (bragged, bragging) 1 mir. talk 
boastfully. 2 ¢: boast about. e 7. 1 a card 
game like poker. 2 a boastful statement: 
boastful talk. [Middle English] 
braggadocio /)rag-i-doh-chee-oh/ 1, 
empty boasting; a boastful manner of 
speech and behaviour. [from Bragga- 
dochio, a braggart in Spenser's Faerv 
Queene| 


braggart e 7. a person given to brag- 
ging. @ adj. boastful. [based on French 
braguer to brag’ 

Brahman 1. (also brahman) (//. 
-mans) a member of the highest 
Hindu caste, the priesthood caste. 

Brahmin 1. 1 = Bivins. 2 a socially 
or culturally superior person, esp. 
from New Englancl, 


BRADAWL 


braid e 7. 1 a woven band used for edging or trim- 
ming. 2 a length of entwined! hair. @ v1 plait or 
intertwine (hair or thread). 2 trim or decorate with 
braid. [Old English| 

Braille 7. a system of writing and printing for the 
blind, in which characters are represented by 
patterns of raised dots. [named after L. Braille. 
French teacher, 1809 52, inventor of the system] 

brain e 7. 1 A an organ of soft nervous tissue 
contained in the skull of vertebrates, functioning as 
the coordinating centre of sensation, and of intel- 
lectual and nervous activity. > HEAD, NURVOUS sys EM, 
2 (in pl.) the substance of the brain, esp. as food. 
3 aa person's intellectual capacity (has a poor brain), 


brainbox 


BRAIN 


The brain, together with the spinal 
cord, constitutes the central nervous 
system. It is responsible for moni- 
toring and regulating unconscious 
and voluntary actions and reac- 
tions in the body, It 1s also the 
intellectual centre that allows 
thought, learning, memory, 

and creativity. 
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SAGITTAL SECTION 
OF THE HUMAN BRAIN 


b (often in p/.) intelligence; high intellectual capacity 
(has a brain; has brains). 4 (usu. in pl.; prec. by the) collog. 
a the cleverest person in a group. b a person who 
originates a complex plan or idea (the brains behind the 
robbery). 5 an electronic device with functions compa- 
rable to those of a brain, @ v.ér 1 dash out the brains 
of. 2 strike hard on the head. d on the brain collog. 
obsessively in one’s thoughts. [Old English] 

brainbox n. Brit. collog. a clever person. 

brainchild 2. (//. -children) collog. an idea, plan, 
or invention regarded as the result of a person’s 
mental effort. 

brain-dead ad. 1 having suffered brain death. 
2 collog. derog. fecble-minded; lacking any vitality. 

brain death 7. irreversible brain damage causing 
the end of independent respiration, regarded as 
indicative of death. 

brain drain 7. collog. the loss of academics and 
skilled personnel by emigration. 

brainiac 7. V. Amer. collog. a very intelligent person. 
[from the name of a super- 
intelligent alien character of 
the Superman comic strip} 

brainless adj. stupid, 
foolish, 

brainpan 7. collog., chiefly 
WN. Amer. a person’s skull. 


BRAINSTEM 


brainpower 7. 
mental ability 
or intelligence. 

brainstem 7. > the 


thalamus / 


midbrain 


central trunk of the puns 
brain, upon which 

the cerebrum and muiliuda 
cerebellum are set. 


spinal 
cord 


and which continues 
downwards to form the 
spinal cord. > sRAIN, HEAD 

brainstorm e 7. 1 a 

violent or excited outburst often as a result of 

a sudden mental disturbance. 2 colloy. mental 

confusion. 3 NV. Amer. = Brainwave 2. 4 (also brain- 

storming session) a concerted intellectual treat- 

ment of a problem by discussing spontancous ideas 

about il. @ v.inér, engage in a brainstorming session. 

o brainstorming 7. (in sense +). 

brains trust n. Bri. a group of experts who give 
impromptu answers to questions. 

brain-teaser 7. (also brain-twister) collog. a 
puzzle or problem. 

brain trust 7. US a group of expert advisers. 

brainwash 7.f7, subject (a person) to a prolonged 
process by which ideas at variance with those already 
held are implanted in the mind. o brainwashing 7. 


brainwave 7. 1 (usu. in f/.) an electrical impulse in 
the brain. 2 collog. a sudden bright idea. 

brainy adj. (brainier, brainiest) intellectually 
clever or active. 

braise vJr. stew slowly with a little liquid in a 
closed container. [based on French braise ‘live 
coals’ | 

brake! e 7. 1 (often in fl.) ¥ a device for checking 
the motion of a mechanism, esp. a wheel or ve- 
hicle, or for keeping it at rest. 2 anything that 
hinders something (put a brake on their enthusiasm). 
ev. 1 int apply a brake. 2 & retard or stop with 
a brake. 

brake? n. Brit, a large estate car. 

brake® 7. 1 a thicket. 2 brushwood. [Old English] 

brake? archaic past of wreak. 

brake disc 7. a disc attached to a wheel on which 
the brake pad presses in order to brake. > urvke 

brake drum 7. a cylinder attached to a wheel on 
which the brake shoe presses in orcler to brake. 
D BRAKL 

brake horsepower 7. the power of an engine 
reckoned in terms of the force needed to brake it. 

brake lining 7. a strip of fabric attached to a brake 
shoe to increase its friction. > BRAK! 


_ brake pad ». a block which presses on the 
a brake disc when brakes are applied. > brake 
stem 

BRAKE 


Brakes are essential to vehicle safety. Hlus- 
trated below are the main types of car 
brake. The disc brake is used on the front 
wheels of a car: when the footbrake ts ap- 
plied, hydraulic pressure forces pads inside 
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\ wheel rim 
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brash 


brake shoe 7. a long curved block which presses on 
the brake drum when brakes are applied. > bkaki. 

brakevan n. Brit. a railway coach or vehicle from 
which the train’s brakes can be controlled. 

bramble 7. t any of various thorny shrubs of the 
rose family, esp. the blackberry bush, Rubus frutico- 
sus. 2 Brit. the edible berry of these shrubs. 3 any of 
various other shrubs of the rose family with similar 
fohage, esp. the dog rose, Rosa canina. [Old English] 
Go brambly adj. 

brambling n. a finch, Fringilla montifrngilla, with 
brightly coloured plumage and a white rump. 

bran 2. grain husks separated from the flour. [from 
Old French] 

branch e 7. 1 a limb extending from a tree or 
bough. 2 a lateral extension or subdivision, esp. of 
a river, road, or railway. 3 a subdivision of a family, 
knowledge, a subject, etc. 4a local division or office 
etc. of a large business, library, etc. @ v.intr. 1 diverge 
from the main part. 2 divide into branches. 3 (of a 
tree) bear or send out branches. oO branch out 
extend one’s field of interest. [from Late Latin 
branca ‘paw’| 0 branched adj. branchlet n. 

brand e 7. 1 aa particular make of goods. b (in full 
brand name) an identifying trade mark, label, etc. 
2 a special or characteristic kind (brand of humour). 
3 an identifying mark burned on livestock etc. with 
a hot iron. 4 an iron used for this. 5 a piece of burn- 
ing, smouldering, or charred wood. 6 a stigma; a 
mark of disgrace. 7 poet. a a torch. b a sword. @ w.L7. 
1 mark with a hot iron. 2 stigmatize; mark with 
disgrace (they branded him a har; was branded for life). 
3 impress unforgettably on one’s mind. 4 assign a 
trade mark or label to. [Old English] 

brandish »./, wave as a threat or in display. [related 
to BRAND] 

brand leader 2. the best-sellmg product of its type. 

brandling x. a red earthworm, Eisenia foetida, with 
rings of a brighter colour, which is often found in 
manure and used as bait. [] 7th-century coinage] 

brand name 7. | see bran» 1b. 2 a product with an 
identifying trade mark, label, etc. 

brand new adj. completely new. 

brandy ». {//. -ies) a strong alcoholic spirit distilled 
from wine or fermented fruit juice. [from Dutch 
brandewyn “burnt (distilled) wine’ | 

brandy butter n. Sr/. an accompaniment to hot 
desserts, made from brandy, butter, and sugar. 

brandy snap 7. a crisp rolled gingerbread wafer. 

brant US var. of urini. 

bran tub 7. Bril. a lucky dip with prizes concealed 
in bran. 

brash adj. 1 vulgarly or ostentatiously self-assertive. 
2 hasty, rash. 3 impudent. {originally dialect] 

brashly adv. brashness 7. 


the wheel to press against the disc, slowing 
the wheel. Drum brakes are often used for 
a car’s rear or parking brakes: curved shoes 
inside the metal drum push outwards 
against the drum when the brake 1s applied. 
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BRASS = MOUTHPIECES 
: ' y »- —~ finger button i - 

Brass instruments derive from shells, horns, and branches used to —_ : 
make music in ancient times. Modern versions such as the trumpet — 4 
were first constructed from brass a malleable and relatively 
cheap metal. Although they are now made from a variety of 
materials, the name has remained. In modern instruments, notes 
are produced by two methods: by adjusting the tension of the lips 


— 
og 


Spring 


TIRST PISTON 1 ROMBONE CORN 


on the cup- or funnel-shaped mouthpiece, or by altering the length VALVE 
5 : : r : : DETACHED 
of the tube through which air passes. The length of air passing aM 


through the tube is altered using piston valves or sliding sections — ENLARGED 


the longer the column of air produced, the lower the note’s pitch. 
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cylindrical tube holder, \ \ Ae mouthpre ce 
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brass e 7. 1 a ycllow alloy of copper and zinc. 
2 a a decorated piece of brass. b brass objects 
collectively. 3 Mus. < brass wind instruments. 
> orcurstra. 4 Brit. slang money. 5 (in full horse 
brass) a round flat brass ornament for the harness 
of a draught horse. 6 (in full top brass) collog. 
persons in authority or of high rank. 7 Bri. a 
memorial tablet of brass. 8 collog. effrontery (then 
had the brass to demand money). @ adj. made of brass. 
0 brassed off Brit. slang fed up. {Old English] 

brassard n. a band worn on the sleeve. [based on 
French bras ‘arm’ | 

brass band 7. a group of musicians playing brass 
instruments, sometimes also with percussion. 

brasserie /bras-é-ri/ n. a restaurant, originally 
one serving beer with food. [French, literally 
‘brewery | 

brass hat 1. Bri. collog. an officer of high rank, usu. 
one with gold braid on the cap. 

brassica 7n. any cruciferous plant of the genus 
Brasswa, haying tap roots and erect branched stems, 


including cabbage, swede, mustard, cauliflower, 
and turnip. [Latin, literally ‘cabbage’] 
brassiere /braz-i-er/ 7. = brs. & cons. on. 


[French, literally ‘child’s vest’] 

brass rubbing 1. 1 the rubbing of hcelball etc. 
over paper laid on an engraved. brass to take an 
impression of its design, 2 an impression obtained 
by this. 

brass tacks 1.~/. s/ang actual details; real business 
(gel down to brass tacks). 

brassy adj. (brassier, brassiest) 1 like brass, 
esp. in colour. 2 impudent. 3 pretentious, showy. 
4 loud and blaring. 

brat 7. usu. derog. a child, esp. a badly behaved one. 
O bratty ad). 

brat pack 7. s/ang a rowdy and ostentauous group 
of young celebrities. 0 brat packer n. 

bratwurst 7. a type of small German pork sausage. 
|German, from dralen ‘to fry, roast + Jhiwst 
‘sausage 

bravado 7. a bold manner or 
[related to ukwu] 

brave e adj. 1 able or ready to face and endure 
danger or pain. 2 formal splendid (make a brave show). 
e@ 7. an American Incian warrior. e af. defy; 
encounter bravely.. [from Spanish dravo *cour- 
ageous, untamed’| o bravely ado. 

bravery 7. 1 brave conduct. 2 a brave nature. 


a show of boldness. 


bravo'e in/. expressing approval of a performer etc,- 
oO a 


e 7. (pl. -os) a cry of bravo. [French, from Italian] 
bravo? » (//. -oes or -os) a hired ruffian or killer. 
[Italian] 
bravura /bra-vewr-a/ i. 


(often attrib.) 1a bril- 


liant or ambitious action or display. 2 a a style of 
music requiring exceptional ability. b a passage of 


this kind. 3 bravado. [Italian| 

brawl e 7. a noisy quarrel or fight. @ z./i/: quarrel 
noisily or roughly. [Middle English} o brawler ». 

brawn v7. 1 muscular strength. 2 muscle; lean flesh. 
3 Brit. a jellicd preparation of the chopped meat 
from a boiled pig’s head. [from Old French Araun| 

brawny ad. ‘brawnier. brawniest) muscular. 
strong, 

bray e 7. 1 the cry of a donkey. 2 a sound like this 
cry. @ v. 1 inf make a braying sound. 2 /* utter 
harshly. [from Old French brane “to cry’| 

braze v./7, solder with an alloy of copper and zinc at 
a high temperature. [from French braver] 

brazen @ adj. 1 (also brazen-faced) flagrant and 
shameless: insolent. 2 of or like brass. 3 harsh in 
sound. e v.tr, (loll. by oul) face or undergo defiantly. 
D brazen it out be defiantly unrepentant. [Old 
English] o brazenly adv. brazenness 1. 

brazier' n. 1 a portable heater consisting of a 
pan or stand for holding lighted coals. 2.\. Amer a 
charcoal grill for cooking. [based or French brain 
‘hot coals’ 

brazier® #. a worker in brass. [Middle English] 


brazil 1. 1 (in full Brazil nut) a large three-sided 
nut with an edible kernel, obtained from the 
S. American forest tree Bertholletia excelsa. > Nut. 
2 (in full Brazil wood) a hard red wood from any 
tropical tree of the genus Caesalpinia, yielding dyes. 
[from medieval Latin brasilium; the country Brazil is 
named from the wood] 

breach e 7. 1 the breaking of a law, contract, etc. 
2 a a breaking of relations. b a quarrel. 3 a a 
broken state. b a gap. @ v.tx 1 break through; make 
a gap in. 2 break (a law, contract, etc.). OD step into 
the breach give help in a crisis, esp. by replacing 
someone. [from Old French] 

breach of promise 7. the breaking of a promise, 
esp. a promise to marry. 

breach of the peace 7. a violation of the public 
peace by any disturbance or riot ete. 

bread e 7. 1 baked dough made from flour usu. 
leavened with yeast and moistened. 2 a necessary 
food. b (also daily bread) one’s livelihood. 3 s/ang 
money, @ 7/7 coat with breadcrumbs for cooking. 
O bread and wine the Eucharist. know which 
side one’s bread is buttered (or (/S buttered 
on) know where one’s advantage les. [Old English] 

bread and butter 7. 1 bread spread with butter. 
2 a onc’s livelihood. b routine work to ensure an 
income. 

breadbasket 7. 1 a basket for bread. 2 slang the 
stomach, 3 a region etc. that supplies cercals to 
another. 

breadboard 7. 1 a board for cutting bread on, 
2 a board for making an experimental model of an 
clectric circuit. 

breadcrumb 7. 1 a small fragment of bread. 
2 in pl.) bread crumbled for use in cooking. 

breadfruit 7. 1 (also breadfruit tree) 
a tropical evergreen tree, -trfocarpus 
altilis, bearing edible fruit. 2 » the 
fruit ofthis tree, which when roasted 
becomes solt like new bread. 

breadline 1. 1 Bri/. subsistence level 
vesp. on the breadline). 2 .N. Amer a 
queue of people waiting to receive 
free food. 

bread sauce 1. a white sauce 
ened with breadcrumbs. 

breadth 1». 1 the distance or measure- 
ment from sice to side of a thing. 2 a 
piece (of cloth etc.) of standard or full 
breadth. 3 extent, distance, room, & lrec- 


thick- 


dom from prejudice or intolerance (esp. breadth of 


mind or vw). [related to sroyn] 
breadwinner #/. 4 person who carns the money to 
support a family. 
break e ». (fal broke or avchau brake: pas! part. 
broken or aviaic broke) 1 fe © iilr a separate 
into pieces under a blow or stram. b make or 
become inoperative (he loasler has broken). e break a 
bone in or dislocate (part of the bady,,. d break the 
skin of (the head). 2 a @: cause an mterruption in 
(broke ow journey, broke the silence. duty, have an inter- 
val between spells of work «we broke for fea). 3 0. fail 
to keep a law, promise, ete.) 4a i. & int make o1 
become subdued or weakened: yield or cause to 
yield (broke hiv spirits he broke under the strain). B br 
we cake n the effect of (a fall, blow, etc.}. ¢ ln = break in 
d / defeat, destroy (broke the cnemps power). 
e ae defeat the object of (a strike). 5 4. surpass (a 
record). 6 ifr (foll. by with) cease association with 
(another person etc.). 7 fr a be no longer subject to 


(a habit). b (foll. by 4 } Cause ja person) to be free of 


a habit (broke them of their addiction). 8 tr. & inh, reveal 
or be revealed (broke the news; the story hioke on Friday) 
9 intr. a (of the weather) change suddenly. 
waves} curl over ancl dissolve into foam. e (of the 
day) dawn. d of clouds) move apart. e (ol a storin 
begin violently. 10 @ Electr disconnect (a circuit. 


11 ini, a (of the voice) change with emotion. b (of 


a boy’s voice) change m register etc. at puberty, 
12 @& ruin financially (see also seoKi predic.ad).). 
13 #. penetrate (e.g, a sate) by force. 14 4. decipher 


BREADFRUIT 
LArlocarpus altilir) 


b (of 


breakfast 


(a code). 15 t# make (a path etc.) by separating 
obstacles. 16 inf: burst forth (dhe sun broke through the 
clouds). 17 Mil. a intr: (of troops) disperse in confu- 
sion. b # make a rupture in (ranks), 18 a mir (usu. 
foll. by free, loose, out, etc.) escape from constraint by 
a sudden effort. b #: escape or emerge from (prison, 
bounds, cover, etc.). 19 & Tennis ef. win a game 
against (an opponent serving). 20 ini Boxing etc. 
(of two fighters) come out of a clinch. 21 @ Afi. 
demote (an officer). 22 int: esp. Stock Exch. (of 
prices) fall sharply. 23 intr. Cricket (of a bowled ball) 
change direction on bouncing. 24 intr, Bilhards etc. 
make the first stroke at the beginning of a game. 
e ». 1 aan act or instance of breaking b a pot 
where something is broken; a gap. 2 an interval, an 
interruption; a pause in work. 3 a sudden dash. 
4 cvllog. aa picce of good luck; a fair chance. b (also 
bad break; an unfortunate remark or action, a 
blunder. 5 Cricket a change in direction of a bowled 
ball on bouncing. 6 Billiards etc. a a series of points 
scored during one turn. b the opening shot that 
disperses the balls. 7 Aus. (in jazz etc.) a short un- 
accompanied passage for a soloist. 8 Elect, a 
discontinuity in a circuit. 0 break away make or 
become free or separate (see also pricy). break 
the back of 1 do the harclest or greatest part of: 
2 overburden (a person). break down 1 a fail in 
mechanical action; cease to function. b jof human 
relationships ete.} collapse. ¢ fail in (esp. mental) 
health, d be overcome by emotion. 2 a demolish, 
b overcome (resistance). ¢ force (a person) to yield 
under pressure. 3 analyse into components (see also 
uRL\KDOWN). break even emerge from a trans- 
action etc. with neither profit nor loss. break the 
ice 1 begin to overcome formality or shyness. 
2 make a start. break in 1 enter premises by 
force. 2 interrupt. 3 a accustom to a habit 
etc. b wear etc. until comfortable. e esp. 
Bril. tame or discipline (an aninal); 
accustom (a horse) to saddle and bridle 
etc. 4 fustral. & NZ bring (virgin land) 
into cultivation. break into 1 enter 
forcibly or violently, 2 a suddenly 
begin, burst forth with (a song, laughter, 
etc.). b suddenly change one’s pace 
for (a faster one) (broke into a gallop). 
3 interrupt. break a leg (as ini.) Theatr 
slang good luck. break new (or fresh) 
ground sce Groin! break of day 
dawn. break off 1 cletach by breaking. 
2 bring to an end. 3 cease talking etc. 
break open open forcibly. break out 
1 escape by force. 2 begin suddenly (then violence 
broke vut). 3 (fol. by w) ) become covere ai m (a rash 
etc.). 4 exclaim, 5 C’S.a open up (a receptacle) and 
remove its contents. b remove (articles) from a 
place of storage. break step get out of step. 
break up 1 break into small pieces. 2 disperse. 
3 Bril. end the school term. 4 a terminate a rela- 
tionship; disband. b cause to do this. 5 Bri. (of the 
weather) change suddenly. 6 esp. L'S a upset or be 
upset. b excite or be excited. ¢ convulse or he con- 
vulsed (see also sei.Ak-p). break wind release gas 
from the anus. [Old English] 
breakable adj. @ 1. @ adj. that may or is apt to be 
broken easily. @ 7. (esp. in pl.) a breakable thing 
breakage 1. 1 an act or instance of breaking. 
2 aia broken thing. b damage caused by breaking. 
breakaway 1. 1 the act or an instance of breaking 
away or seceding. 2 \atfb.) that breaks away or has 
broken away. 
break- dancing nan energetic and acrobatic style 
of strvet dancing, developed by US blacks. 
breakdown ». 1 a a mechanical failure. b a loss of 
(esp. mental) health. 2 a collapse (breakdown of com 
munication; 3 a detailed analysis (of statistics etc.). 
breaker #7. 1 a person or thing that breaks some- 
thing. esp. Bri. disused machinery. 2 a person who 
breaks in a horse. 3a heavy wave that breaks. 
breakfast e », the first meal of the day. @ 7. have 
breaklast, oO have for breakfast Vane defeat casily, 
[from dreak fas! ater the night's sleep] 
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breakfast television 


breakfast television 2. carly-morning television. 
break-in 7. an illegal forced entry into premises. 
breaking and entering 1. By7/. his. & US Law the 
illegal entering of a building with intent to commit 
a felony. 
breaking point 7. the point of greatest strain, at 
which a thing breaks or a person gives way. 
breakneck «i/ri).adj. (of speed) dangerously fast. 
breakout 7. a forcible escape. 
break point ». 1 a place or time at which an inter- 
ruption or change is made. 2 Jennzs a point which 
would win the game for the player(s) receiving 
service (three break points). 3 = BRIAKING POINL. 
breakthrough 7. 1 a major advance or discovery. 
2 an act of breaking through an obstacle cte. 
break-up 7. 1 the disintegration or collapse of a 
thing. 2 a dispersal. 
breakwater 7. a barrier built out into the sea 
to break the force of waves. 
bream 2. (/)/. samc) 1 ® a yellowish 
deep-hodied freshwater fish, 
clbramis brana. of the 
carp family. 2 (in full 
sea bream) a simi- 
larly shaped marine 
fish of the family Spari- 
dace. of the NE Adantic. 
[from Old French dbre(s)me] 
breast e 7. 1 a A cither of two 
milk-secreting organs on the 
upper front of a woman’s bodly. 
b the corresponding part of a 
man’s bod). 2 a the chest. b the corresponding part 
of an animal. 3 the part of a garment that covers 
the breast. @ v.fn 1 face, meet in full opposition 
(breast the wind). 2 contend with (breast if oul against 
difficulties). 3 reach the top of (a hill). 0 breast the 
tape sce i\v. make a clean breast of (esp. in 
phr. make a clean breast of it) confess fully. 
[Old English] 0 breasted adj. (also in comb.). 
breastbone ». a thin flat vertical bone and cartil- 
age in the chest connecting the ribs. & sturNnea 
breastfeed vir, (past and pas! part. 

-fed) feed (a baby) from the breast. 
breastplate 7. » a picce of 
armour coyering the breast. 

CB vRMOUR, ROUNDHLAD 


BREAM: 


backplate 


breaststroke 7. a4 stroke 
made while swimming on 
the breast by extending 
arms forward and sweep- 
ing them back in unison, 
breastwork 1. a 
temporary defence 01 
parapet. 

breath ». 1 a the an 
taken into or expelled 
from the Jungs. b ont 
respiration of air © an 
exhalation of air that 
can be seen. smelt. 
or heard (bad breath. 
2 aaslight movement 
of air b a whill ol 
perfume ete. 3 a whisper. a mur- 
mur. 4 the power of breathing: life 
(ty there breath in him?). a below 11 
under} one’s breath in a Whisper. breath of 
fresh air 1 a small amount of or a bricf time in 
the fresh air, 2 a refreshing change, catch one’s 
breath I cease breathing mome ntarily in surprise 
ete, 2 rest after exercise to restore normal breath- 
ing. draw breath breathe: live. hold one’s 
breath breathing temporarily, out of 
breath gasping for air. take breath pause for rest. 
take one’s breath away astound: surprise: 
delight. {Old Enelish| 

breathable adj. 1 (of the air ete. fit or pleasant to 
breathe, 2 of material) admitting air to the skin 
and allowing sweat to evapora 


breathalyser 7. ((°S & prof. breathalyzer 


low 


lance- 


Teyt 


slrap to attach 
metal plate skirt 1 


cease 


an 
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BRONZL BRLAM 
(lbramis brama) 


strap to attach 


BREASTPLATE: 


161 H-CLNLURY 
BREAST PLALI 


i BREAST 


Breasts are organs of fleshy tissue 
that overlie the pectoralis major 
muscles. The female breast contains 
15 20 lobes of miulk-producing 
glands, supported by ligaments. 
During pregnancy, under hormonal 
| influence, these glands enlarge and 

prepare to secrete milk (lactate) to 


nipple 


feed the suckling infant. Milk gath- areola 
ers in the lactiferous sinuses, and 

is released through the ducts when laters 
the nipple is sucked. ce 


instrument for measuring the amount of alcohol 
in the breath of a driver. G breathalyse utr 
(US -lyze). 
breathe ¢. 1 int: a take air 
into and expel it from the 
lungs. b take in oxygen. 2 mir be 
or seem alive (2s she breathing?). 
3 fh. a utter; say (breathed her 
forgiveness). b express (breathed 
defiance). 4 intr, take breath, 
pause. 5 fr send out or take in (as if) 
with breathed air (breathed neu life into them). 
6 mir. a (of wine, the skin, etc.) be exposed to 
fresh air. b (of material) admit air or moisture. 
breathe down a person’s neck follow or 
check up on a person, esp. menacingly. breathe 
one’s last die. not breathe a word keep quite 
secret, [Middle English] 
breather 2. collog. a brief pause for rest. 
breathing-space 7. time to breathe; a pause. 
breathless adj. 1 out of breath. 2 holding, or as if 
holding, the breath because of excitement etc. 
3 still, o breathlessly ad:. breathlessness 7. 
breathtaking ad). awe-inspiring. 0 breathtak- 
ingly «adv. 
breath test 7. a test of a person’s 
aleohol consumption. using a 
breathalyser. 
breathy cd). \breathier. breathi- 
est) (of a singing voice etc.) 
containing the sound of breathing. 
a breathily ad. breathiness 7. 
breccia /bre-cha/ e@ 1. & 
a rock of angular stones 
etc. cemented by finer 
material. @ 7./: form into 
breccia. [Italian, literally 
‘vravel’] 0 brecciate w/z 
brecciation n. 
bred past and past part. of 
BREED, 
breech 7, 1a the part of a can- 
non behind the bore. b the back 
part of a rifle or gun barrel. 
2 archaw the buttocks. [Old Enghsh] 
breech birth ». (also breech deliv- 
ery) the delivery of a baby which is so 
posiioned in the womb that the 
buttocks or feet are delivered first. 
breeches /brich-iz/ 7.//. (also pair of breeches 
ying.) short trousers, esp. fastened below the knee. 


Li ALLAN 


breech-loader 1. a gun loaded at the breech, not 
through the muzzle. o breech-loading ac). 
breed e@ &. ( pas/ and past purl. bred) 1 fr, & int: bear, 
vencrate (offspring), 2 & G int, propagate or cause 
lo propagate; raise (livestock). 3 @ a yield: result in 
(ear breeds famine). b spread (discontent bred by 
rum). 4 wir arise; spread (disease breeds in the Trop- 
3% bring up; train (Hollywood breeds stars). 
6 1. Physic) create (fissile material, by nuclear reac- 
tion, @ 2 La stock of animals or plants within a 
having a similar appearance, and usu. 


TENS, 


species 


mammary lobe 


lachiferuits 
duct 


briar 


SECTION 
THROUGH A 
HUMAN BREAST 


_ adipose tissue 


pectoralis 
major 
< muscle 


serratus anterior 


lobule 


developed by deliberate selection. 2 a race; a lin- 
eage. 3 a sort, a kind. [Old English] 0 breeder zn. 

breeder reactor 7. a nuclear reactor that can 
create more fissile material than it consumes, 

breeding 7. 1 the process of developing or propa- 
gating (animals, plants, etc.). 2 the result of training 
or education; behaviour. 3. good manners (as 
produced by an aristocratic heredity). 

breeze'e 7. 1 a gentle wind. 2 a wind blowing from 
land at night or sea during the day. 3 esp. Brit. 
collog. a quarrel or display of temper. 4 esp. 
N. Amer. collog. an easy task. @ v.inér. (foll. by in, out, 
along, etc.) collog. come or go in a casual manner. 

breeze? 1. small cinders. [from French braise ‘live 
4 Gals] 

breeze-block 1. Bri. a lightweight building block, 
esp. one made from breeze mixed with sand and 
cement. 

breezy ad). (breezier, breeziest) 1 slightly windy. 
2 collog. lively; jovial..3 collog. careless (breezy 
indifference). O breezily qdv. breeziness n. 

Bren 7. (in full Bren gun) a lightweight quick-firing 
machine-gun. [from Brno in the Czech Republic 
(where originally made) + Enfield in England 
(where later madec)] 

brent 7. (US brant) (in full brent-goose) a small 
migratory goose, Brana bernicla. [16th-century 
coinage | 

brethren see roi Her. 


Bretone 7. 1 a native of Brittany. 
2 the Celtic language of Brit- 
tany. @ ad. of or relating to 
Brittany or its people or 
language. [from Old French, 
literally “Briton’| 
breve 7. 1 \fus. a note hav- 
ing the time value of two 
semibreves. > notation. 2 a 
written or printed mark (”) in- 
dicating a short or unstressed 
vowel. {Middle English variant of brief] 
breviary 7. (f/. -ies) RC Ch. a book 
containing the service for each day, 
[from Latin bremanum ‘summary | 


BRECCIA 


brevity 7. 1 conciseness. 2 shortness (of time etc.) 
(the brevity of happiness). [from Old French brieveté, 
based on bref brief”| 

brewe¢ 1 (a make (beer etc.) by infusion, boiling, 
and fermentation. b make (tea etc.) by infusion or 
(punch ete.) by mixture. 2 iniz undergo either of 
these processes (lhe fea is brewing). 3 intr. (of trouble. 
a storm, etc.) gather force; threaten. 4 #: bring about; 
concoct. @ 7. 1 an amount (of beer etc.) brewed at 
one tme (this year's breve). 2 what is brewed (a strong 
brew). 3 the process of brewing o brew up 
Bri. make tea. [Old English] 0 brewer n. 

brewery 1. (pl. -ies) a place where beer etc. is 
brewed conmercially. 


brew-up 2. Bril. collog. an instance of making tea. 


briar! var. of sar’, 


briar® var. of priin?. 


bribe 


BRICK 


Strong, durable, and inexpensive, bricks 
have been made since ancient times, and 
are usually cast in standard sizes and shapes 
to simplify their laying. Styles of brick- 
work are typical of a particular region and 
era. The English bond was used in early 
brickwork of late medieval times, while 
the Flemish bond was popular during the 
early 17th century. The stretcher bond is 
often favoured for modern buildings. 


| TYPES OF BRICKWORK 


SERLICIHLR BOND PLEASED BOND 


a 


heada 
tnetihen 


ENGLISH BOND 


bribe e wir persuade to act improperly in one’s 
favour by a gift of money, services, etc. @ 7. money 
or services offered in the process of bribing. {from 
Old French briber “to beg’| 0 bribery n. 

bric-a-brac 7. (also bric-a-brac, bricabrac) 
cheap ornaments, trinkets, etc. [French] 

brick e 7. 1 a Aa small block of fired or sun-dried 
clay, used in building. > House. b the material used 
to make these. ¢ a similar block of concrete ete. 
2 Brit. a child’s toy building block. 3 a brick-shaped 
solid object. 4 slang a generous or loyal person. 
®@ vf (foll. by zm, up) close or block with brickwork. 
@ adj. 1 built of brick (drick wall). 2 of a dull red 
colour. [from Middle Dutch dr1(c)ke| 

brickbat n. 1 a piece of brick. 2 an uncomplimen- 
tary remark. 

brickie x. Bri. slang a bricklayer. 

bricklayer 7». a worker who builds with bricks. 
oO bricklaying ». 

brickwork 7. 1 work executed in brick. > prick. 
2 bricklaying. 

bridal ad). of or concerning a bride or a wedding. | 

bride n. a woman on her wedding day and for some 
time before and after it. [Old English] 

bridegroom 2. a man on his wedding day and for 
some time before and after it. 

bridesmaid 7. a gir! or unmarried woman attend- 
ing a bride on her wedding day. 


BRIDGE 

Bridges vary in construction according to the 
gap they must span and their projected load. 
A cantilever bridge is ideal for supporting 
heavy loads, although an arch bridge ts 
preferable where terrain prevents erection 

of pier supports. A suspension bridge may 
span widths of up to | km (0.6 miles). 


EXAMPLES OF BRIDGES 


pylon cable 


SUSPENSION BRIDGE 


bridge! 7. (also Sc. & N-Engl. brig) 1 a ¥ a struc- 
ture carrying a road, path, railway, etc., across a 
stream, ravine, road, railway, etc. b anything 
providing a connection between different things. 
2 the superstructure on a ship from which the 
officers direct operations. 3 the upper bony part of 
the nose. 4 .V/us. an upright piece of wood on a 
violin etc. over which the strings are stretched. 
D> ACOUSTIC, STRINGED. 5 = BRIDGEWORK. @ u./7 1 a be a 
bridge over (a fallen tree bridges the stream). b make a 
bridge over. 2 span as if with a bridge (bridged 
thear differences with understanding). [Old English] 

bridge® n. a card game derived from whist. 
{19th-century comage] 

bridge-building 2. 1 the activity of building 
bridges. 2 the promotion of friendly relations, esp. 
between countries. 0 bridge-builder n. 

bridgehead 7. Mil. a fortified position held on the 
enemy’s side of a river or other obstacle. 

bridge roll n. Brit. a small soft bread roll. 

bridgework 7. a dental structure used to cover a 
gap, joined to the teeth on either side. 

bridging loan ». esp. Bri/. a loan from a bank ete. 
to cover the short interval between buying a house 
etc. and selling another. 

bridle e@ ». » the headgear 
used to control a_ horse. 
consisting of leather straps 
and a metal bit. & HAKNess. 

e 7. 1 & put a bridle on (a 
horse etce.). 2 # bring under 
control. 3 ifr. (often foll. by 
at, up al) express offence 
etc., esp. by throwing up the 
head and drawing in the 
chin. [Old English] 

bridle path 2. (also bridleway) 

a rough path fit only for riders or 
walkersenot vehicles. 

Brie /brcee/ n. a kind of soft 
cheese. & cutest. [from Bre in 
N. France, where first made] 

brief @ adj. 1 of short duration. 
2 concise in expression. 3 brusque. 
4 (of clothes) scanty. @ 7. 1 (in pl.) close- 
fitting legless pants. 2 Law a Brit. a 
document instructing a barrister to 
appear as an advocate in court. b (Sa 
written summary of the legal points 
supporting one side of a case. fo 
presentation to a court. 3 esp. Bri/. instructions 
given for a task etc. 4 RC Ch. a letter from the Pope 
on a matter of discipline. @ vf: 1 Brit. Lae instruct 
by brief, 2 instruct in preparation for a task. o hold 
a brief for 1 arguc in favour of. 2 Bri. be retained 
as counsel for, in brief in short. [from Latin revs 
‘short’| 0 briefing 1. briefly ad. briefness 7. 


head piece 
browband 
cheek- 


piece 


noseband 


rein 


BRIDLE: 
SNAIL: 
BRIDLE 


road ay arch ' 


ARCH BRIDGE 


cantilever 


pier support 


CANTILEVER BRIDGE 


bring 


briefcase n. a flat rectangular case for carrying 
clocuments etc. 
brier’ 7. (also briar) any prickly bush esp. of a wild 
rose. [Old English] 
brier? 7. (also briar) 1 a white heath, Evica arborea, 
native to S, Europe. 2 a tobacco pipe made from its 
root. {from French bruyére ‘heath’] 
Brig. abbr. Brigadier. 
brig x. 1 a two-masted square-rigged ship, with an 
additional lower fore-and-aft sail on the gaff and a 
boom to the mainmast. 2 s/ang a prison, esp. on a 
warship. [abbreviation of sricantine] 
brigade 7. 1 Afil. a a subdivision of an army. 
b a British armoured or infantry unit consisting 
usu. of three battalions and forming part of a div- 
ision. 2 an organized or uniformed band of work- 
ers ( fire brigade). 3 collog. a group of people with a 
characteristic in common (the couldn’t-care-less 
brigade). [from Italian brigata ‘“company’| 
brigadier n. Brit. Vil. 1 an officer commanding a 
brigade. 2 a a staff officer of similar standing, 
above a colonel and below a major general. 
b the titular rank granted to such an officer. 
brigadier general 7. an officer ranking next 
above colonel in the US army, air force, and marine 
corps. 
brigand 7. a member of a robber band living by 
pillage and ransom. [based on Italian 4zga ‘strife’] 
0 brigandage un. brigandry 2. 
brigantine 2. a two-masted sailing ship with a 
square-rigged foremast and a fore-and-aft-rigged 
mainmast. [earlier, a small vessel used by pirates: 
hased on Italian dbrigante ‘brigand’] 
bright e adj. 1 emitting or reflecting much light. 
2 (of colour) intense. 3 clever (a bright idea, a 
bright child). 4 cheerful. @ adv. esp. poet. brightly 
(the moon shone bright), [Old English] 6 brightish 
adj. brightly adv. brightness 1. 
brighten 2/7; & intr. (often foll. by up) make or 
become brighter. 
bright spark 7. collog. a witty, lively, or intelligent 
person, 
brill! ». a European flatfish, Scophihalmus rhombus, 
resembling a turbot. [1 5th-century coinage | 
brill? adj. Brit. collog. = erusni ad). 3. 
brilliance 7. (also brilliancy) 1 great brightness; 
radiant quality, 2 outstanding talent or intelligence. 
brilliant e ad. 1 very bright; sparkling, 2 out- 
standingly talented or intelligent. 3 Brit. collog. 
excellent, superb. @ 7. a diamond of the finest cut 
with many facets. & piamonp, Gem. [based on Italian 
brillave “to shine] 0 brilhantly ade. 
brilliantine 7. an oily liquid dressing for making 
the hair glossy. 
brim e x. 1 the edge or lip of a cup etc. or of a 
hollow. 2 the projecting edge of a hat. > Hat. 
@ ult GS mtr (brimmed, brimming) fill or be 
full to the brim. o brim over overflow. [Middle 
English] o brimmed ad). (usu. in comb). 
brim-full adj, (also brimful; (often foll. by of) filled 
to the brim. 
brimstone 7. 1 archaic the element sulphur. 2 a 
butterfly, Goneplerys rhamni, or moth, Opisthograptis 
luteolata, having yellow wings. [Middle English] 
brindled «dj. (also brindle) brownish or tawny 
with streaks of other colour (esp. of domestic 
animals). [variant of earlier brinded| 
brine 7, 1 water saturated or strongly impregnated 
with salt. 2 sea water. [Old English] 
bring 1/7 (fas! and pas! part. brought; 1 a come 
conveying esp. by carrying or leading, b come with. 
2 cause to come tiehat brings you here?). 3 result in 
wear brings msery\. & produce as mcome, 5 a prefer 
(a charge). b initiate (legal action). 6 cause to 
become or to reach a particular state (brought them to 
their senses). 7 adduce (evidence, an argument, et: 
0 bring about 1 cause to happen. 2 turn (a ship 
around. bring back call to mind. bring down 
1 cause to fall. 2 lower \a price). 3 collog. damage 
the reputation off demean. bring forth produce 
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bring-and-buy sale 


bring forward 1 move to an earlier time. 2 trans- 
fer from the previous page or account. 3 draw 
attcntion to. bring home to cause to realize fully 
brought home to me that I was wrong;. bring the 
house down receive rapturous applause. bring 
in 1 introduce degislation, a custom, etc.). 2 yield 
as income or profit, bring into play activate. 
bring low 1 overcome; deject. 2 humiliate. bring 
off achieve successlully, bring on 1 cause to 
happen or appear. 2 accelerate the progress of. 
bring out 1 make evident. 2 publish. bring 
round ‘or (‘S around: I restore to consciousness. 
2 persuade. bring through aid (a person) through 
adversity, bring to 1 restore to 
consciousness (brought him to). 2 check 
the motion of. bring to bear (usu. 
foll. by on) direct and concentrate 
(forces). bring to light sce sicitt’, 
bring to mind rccall. bring to pass 
cause to happen. bring up 1 rear (a 
child). 2 vomit. 3 call attention to. bring 
upon oneself be responsible for something 
one suffers). [Old English] o bringer ». 
bring-and-buy sale ». Br/. a charity 
sale at which people bring items for sale 
and buy what is brought by others. 


brink 7». 1 the extreme edge ol 
land before a precipice ete, 2 the 
furthest. point’ before some- 
thing dangerous or excitme 
is discovered. O on the 
brink of about to expericnce 
or suffer. [from Old Norse | 

brinkmanship ». the art or policy of pursu- 
ing a dangerous course to the brink of catas- 
trophe before desisting, esp in politics. 

briny e adj. of brine or the sea: salty. @ 7. prec. 
by Wey Brit. slang the sca. 0 brininess n. 

brio #. cash, vigour, vivacity. [Ttalian] 

brioche /brev-osh/ n. a small rounded sweet roll 
made with a heht yeast dough. [French] 

briquette /)vi-ket/ ». :also briquet; a block of 
compressed coal dust used as fuel, [French, literally 
‘little brick’] 

brisk e jj. 1 quis kk dively a brisk pace;. 2 enlivening: 
Iresh a brah wind @ ete & inte volten toll. by uf) 
make or grow brisk. O brisken i./n & in. briskly 
ad,.. briskness »/. 

brisket ». an animal's breast as a joint of meat. 
[from Old Freneh drische/] 

brisling ». (//. same or brislings) a small herring 
or sprat. [Norwegian & Danish, literally “sprat’] 

bristle e ). 1 a short still hair esp. one of those on 
an amimal’s back. 2 
subsuitats 


a man-made 

used in clumps to make a brush. 
ela mhool the haw stand upright. b #. make 
the hair do this 2 dd show irritation or defen- 
siveness. 3 ai/h cusu be abunelinat cin. 
brivtling with mass [Middle fnelish, from earlier 
byt] 0 bristly «ad, 

Brit 1. collog. a British person 


uch hairs, or 


loll. Ty ees 


Britannia 7. the personification of Britain, esp. as 
a helmeted woman with shield and trident. [Latin, 
from Greek Breflana trom Brittani, ‘Britons’ | 

Britannic «/). sp. in His jor Her Britannic 
Majesty) of Britain 

Briticism »). «also Britishism an iliom used in 
Britain but notin other English-speaking countries 

British wi). 1 oof or relating to Great Britain or the 
United Kingdom, its people or language. 2 of the 


Boitush Commonwealth or dormerl the British 
Empire Britoh subject). (Old Enelish. from Bret 
Briton’ 


Laelish as usedl ia Great 


distinct trom that useel chew her 


British English » 

Sritai. a 
Britisher 7. a British subject 
Britishism var. ol Biiiicisvi 


British Summer Time #7. tinic as ach anced or 
hour ahead of Greenwich Mean Time for day hela 
saving beuveen March ane October 
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BRITTLE-STAR: 
BLACK 
BRIDTLL-STAR 
(Ophiocumina 
Nera 


British thermal unit 7. the amount of heat 
needed to raise IIb of water at maximum density 
through one degree Fahrenheit, equivalent to 
1.055 x 10° joules, 

Briton 77, 1 one of the people of southern Britain 
before the Roman conquest. 2 a native or inhabitant 
of Great Britain or (formerly) of the British Empire. 

brittle e@ ad. hard ancl fragile; apt to break. @ n. a 
brittle sweet made from nuts and set melted sugar. 
[Middle English] o brittleness 7. 


brittle-bone disease x. 1 = osinororosis. 2 a 


hereditary condition causing extreme fragility of 


the bones. 


the class Ophiuroidea, with long 
flexible arms racliating [rom a 
small central body. & kcHmoverm 
broach e »./). 1 raise (a subject) 
for discussion. 2 pierce (a cask) 
to draw liquor, 3 open and start 
using the contents of (a box 
ete.). @ 7 La bit for boring. 
2 a roasting-spit. [based on 
Latin brocc/jus “projecting | 
broad e «i. 1 large in extent 
to the other: 
2 metres 


from one side 
wide. 2 in breadth (2 
broad}. 3 extensive {hroad acres). 
4 full and clear (Arad daylight). 
5 clear, explicit (broad hint. 
6 general (a broad inquiry). 7 mark- 
edly regional (road Scots). 8 prin- 
cipal the broad facts). 9 widely 
inclusive tfake a broad view. 10 some- 
what coarse (broad humour, @ n. 1 the 
broad part of something «broad of the bach). 
2.\. Amer slang offens. a woman. [Old English] 
oO broadness 1. 

broadband atfir).ad). relaung to o1 
signals over a broad range of (frequencies, esp. 

in high-capacity telecommunications. 
broad bean 1. 1 a kind of bean, Tica faba, with 


using 


pods contaimme large edible flat seeds. 2 one of 


these seeds. & sinp 

broad-brush «//nb.adj. as if painted with a broad 
brush; general: lacking in detail adopted a broad- 
brush approach, 

broadcast e «, | /asi broadcast ancl pas! pul. 
broadcast or broadcasted) I #. a transmit by 
radio or television. b disseminate anformation 
widely. 2 dé undertake or take part m a radio or 
television transmission, 3 f. scatter seed etc. over 
a large area. @ 7. a vadio or television transmission. 
@ ad). 1 transmitted by radio or television. 2 widely 
clisseminated. @ adv. over a laree arca. O broad- 
caster /. broadcasting 1). 

broad church ». 4 group allowing its members a 
wide range of opinion. 

broadcloth ». a fine cloth of wool, cotton, or silk, 
originally with reference to width and quality | 

broaden ¢./), © ini. make or become broader. 

broadleaved «/). (of a tree) having relatively broad 
fiat leaves rather than needles: 
o broadleaf n. & altrih.ad). 


non-conilerous. 


broadloom «/. (esp. of carpet) woven in broad 
widths. 

broadly ade, widely (grimed broads). 0 broadly 
speaking disregarding mimor exceptions. 

broad-minded = «a/. tolerant: in one’s views. 
0 broad-mindedly «id:. broad-mindedness ». 

broadsheet ». fa large sheet of paper printed on 
one side only esp. with information, 2 a newspaper 
With a large format 

broadside 1. 1 the firing of all guns from one side 
of a ship. 2 a vigorous verbal onslaught. o broad- 
side on silewavs on. 

broad spectrum «aij. (0! a clrug) effective against a 
large variety of micro-orgiunisms. 

broadsword 7), a sword with a broad blade, for 
cutting rather Chan thrusting, & sworp 


brittle-star 7. < an echinocerm of 


bromelia 


broadway 2. a large open 
or main road. 

brocade 7. > a rich fabric 
with a silky finish woven 
with a raised pattern. 
[based on Italian drecco 
‘twisted thread’] 

broccoli 7. a variety of 
cabbage, similar to the 
cauliflower, with a loose 
cluster of greenish flower 
buds. [Italian, literally 
‘little sprout’ 

brochure /broh-sher/ 
n.a pamphlet or leaflet, 
esp. one giving descrip- 
ve information. [French, 
literally a stitched work’ | 

broderie anglaise 2. 
open embroidery on 
white linen or cambric. 
esp. in floral patterns. [French, literally “English 
embroidery |] 

brogue' 7. 1 a strong outdoor shoe with perforated 
bands. 2 a rough shoe of untanned leather. [from 
Old Norse brdh) 

brogue® n. a marked accent, esp. Irish. [18th- 
century coinage] 

broil 7. esp. .\. Amer 1 tr, cook (meat) on a rack or a 
gridiron. 2 @ @ intr make or become very hot. 
{from Old French bruler ‘to burn’) 

broiler ». 1 a young chicken raised for broiling or 
roasting, 2.\. Amen a gridiron etc. for broiling, 

broke fas! of prevn. @ predic.adj. collog. having no 
money. 0 go for broke s/ang risk everything in an 
all-out effort, 

broken pas! part. of prix. @ ad. 1 that has been 
broken. 2 {of a person) reduced to despair. 
3 spoken faltermgly and with many mistakes 
(broken English). 4 interniipted. 5 uneven. 0 broken- 
ly adv. brokenness 7. 

broken-down adj. 1 worn out. 2 not functioning. 

broken-hearted «dj. overwhelmed with sorrow. 

broken home ». a family in which the parents are 
divorced or separated... 


BROCADE: 
18TH-CENTURY 
BROGADE DRESS 


broker e 1. 1 an agent who buys and sells for 
others. 2 a member of the Stock Exchange dealing 
in stocks and shares. 3 Brit. an official appointed 
to sell or appraise distrained goods. 4 a middle- 
man, agent, or messenger. @ vir act as a broker for 
(negotiations etc.). [from Anglo-French brovour] 


a broking n. Bri. 


a Usage The term droker in sense 2 was oflicially 
replaced in the UK by droher-dealer in 1986, 


brokerage 7. 1 the action or service of a broker. 
2 a company providing such a service. 3 a broker’s 
fee or commission. 

broker-dealer 7. a person combining the forme: 
functions of a broker and jobber on the Stock 
Exchange. 

brolly 1. (p/. -ies: Brit. 1 collog. an umbrella. 2 slang 
a parachute, 

bromate 2. Chem. a salt or ester of bromic acid. 

brome ». (in (ull brome grass} any oatlike grass of 
the genus Bromus, having 
slender stems with fow- 
ermg spikes, [from Greek 
bromoy “oa 

bromelia 1». (also bro- 
meliad & any plant of 
the family Bromeliaceae 
resp. af the genus Brom 
ela), native to the New 
World, having — short 
stems with rosettes of suff 
leaves, e.g. pineapple. > 
Leirnyi. (named after O. 
Bromel, Swedish botanist. 
L639 17 Val: 


BROMELIA 
Bromelia balansae) 


bromide 


bromide 1. 1 Chem. any compound of bromine 
with another element or group, 2 Pharm. a prep- 
aration of usu. potassium bromide, used as a seda- 
live. 3 a trite remark. 

bromide paper 1. a photographic printing paper 
coated with silver bromide emulsion. 

bromine 7. Chem. a liquid clement with a choking 
irritating smell used in the manufacture of chem- 
icals for photography and medicine. [based on 
Greek bromos ‘a stink’ | 

bronchi fi. of broncHus. 


bronchiole /brong-ki-obl/ n. » any 
of the minute divisions of a bron- 
chus. & 1uNnc. 0 bronchiolar ad. 
bronchitis /brong-ky-tis/ 7. in- 
flammation of the mucous mem- 
brane in the bronchial tubes. 
O bronchitic ad. G n. 
broncho- /brong-koh/ comb. 
form bronchi. [from Greek 
brogkho-| 
bronchodilator 7. a sub- 
stance which causes widening 
of the bronchi, used esp. to 
alleviate asthma. 
bronchopneumonia 7. inflam- 
mation of the lungs, arising in the 
bronchi or bronchioles. 


primary 
bronchus “ 


and daughters of his parents. 2 a a close male 
friend or associate. b a male fellow member of a 
trade union etc, 3 (p/. also brethren) a a member 
of a male religious order. b a fellow member 
of a religion etc. 4 a fellow human being. [Old 
English] 0 brotherless adj. brotherly adj. G adv. 
brotherliness 7. 
brother german see crxMan 1. 
brotherhood 7. 1 a the relationship between 
brothers. b brotherly friendliness. 2 a an associ- 
ation or community of people linked by a 
common interest etc. b its members 
collectively. 3 MN. Amer. a trade union. 
4 community of feeling between all 
human beings. 
brother-in-law 1. (/)/. brothers-in- 
law) 1 the brother of one’s wife or 
husband. 2 the husband of one’s 
sister. 3 the husband of one’s sister- 
in-law. 
brother uterine see urrrini 2 
brought past and past part. of 


tertiary 
bronchus 


secondary 
bronchus 


BRING. 

bran hiole brouhaha /broo-hah-hah/ rep 
commotion, sensation; uproar. 
[French] 


brow 2. 1 the forehead. 2 (usu. in pl.) 
an evebrow. 3 the summit of a hull 
. or pass. 4 the edge of a cliff etc. 


bronchus /brong-kis/ in. (pi. = ; aR 
era a) cian ther Das a tee: Sana aI iba 
passages of the lungs. > \.1nc. [from Greek BRONCHIOLE: 4, ie ae ee : 
brogkhos ‘windpipe’| 0 bronchial ad). HL MAN ES EY Lael caasaean ost 


bronco 7. (//. -os) a wild or half-tamed horse 
of the western US. [Spanish, literally 
‘rough’ | 

brontosaurus 7. (also brontosaur) = \raiosaurus. 
{from Greek bronté thunder’ + sauros ‘hzard’| 

bronze e 7. 1 an alloy of copper with 
up to one-third tin. 2 its brownish 
colour. 3 » a thing made of bronze, 
esp. as a work of art. @ ad. made of 
or coloured like bronze. @ v. 1 tr give 
a surface of bronze or resembling 
bronze to. 2 # G mir: tan. [from Ital- 
ian bronzo| 0 bronzy ad). 

Bronze Age 7. the period when 
weapons and tools were usu. made 
of bronze 

brooch /brohch/ nx. an ornament 
fastened to clothing with a hinged pin. 
[variant of BRoACcH| 

brood e 7. 1 the young of an animal (esp. 
a bird) produced at one hatching or }irth. 
2 collog. the children in a family. 3 a group of 
related things. 4 bee or wasp larvae. 5 (a/trib.) kept 
for breeding (brood mare). @ v. 1 ini, worry or ponder 
(esp. resentfully). 2 a infr sit as a hen on eggs 
to hatch them. b / sit on (eggs) to hatch them. 
3 intr. (usu. foll. by over) (of silence, a storm, ctc.) 
hang or hover closely. [Old English, related to 
brcep| O broodingly adi. 

broody adj. (broodier, broodiest) 1 (of a hen, 
wanting to brood. 2 sullenly thoughttul. 3 Bn. 
collog. (of a woman) wanting to have a baby. 

broodily adv. broodiness 7. 

brook' 7. asinall stream. [Old English] co brooklet ». 

brook? ui, (usu. with neg) formal tolerate. [Old 
English] 

broom »#. 1 a long-handled brush of bristles, twigs, 
etc. for sweeping. 2 any of various shrubs, esp. 
Cytisus scoparius, bearing bright yellow flowers. 
[Old English] 

broomstick 7. the handle of a broom, 
allegedly ridden through the air by witches. 

Bros. «bb; Brothers (esp. in the name of a firm). 

broth 7. 1 a thin soup of meat or fish stock. 
2 unclarified meat or fish stock. [Old English] 

brothel 7. a house etc. where prostitution takes 
place. [earlier in sense ‘wretch’: from Old English 
bréothan ‘to go to ruin’ | 

brother 7. 1 a man or boy in relation to other sons 


csp. as 


BRONZE DECORATION 
PROM CELTIC GHARLO’ 


Cc. 100 Be 


-beaten) inumidate with stern looks and 

words. 0 browbeater 7. 

brown e adj. } having the colour as of dark wood 
or rich soil. 2 dark-skinned or suntanned. 3 (of 

bread) made from a dark flour. e 7. 1a 
brown colour or pigment. 2 brown 

clothes or material (dressed im 

brown). @ utr G int. make 
or become brown. [Old 
English| co brownish ad). 
brownness 7. browny «dj. 

brown dwarf 7. As/ron. a 
celestial object imtermediate 

in size between a giant planet 
and a smal] star. 
browned off «adj. Bril. slaiig 
ted up. 
brownfield adj. (of an urban 
site) having had previous develop- 
ment on it. Compare with Grits- 

MILE). 

brown goods 11.p/. Bri/, household goods such as 
television sets and audio equipment. 

Brownian motion ». (also Brownian movement 
Physics the erratic random movement of micro- 
scopic particles im a liquid, gas, etc.. as a result of 
continuous bombardment from molecules of the 
surrounding medium. [named alter R. Brown. 
Scots botanist, 1773 1858] 

Brownie 7. 1 (Ay. in full Brownie Guide) a 
member of the junior branch of the Guides 
Association, 2 brownie! a benevolent clf saict to 
do housework secretly. 

brownie point #7. co//og. a notional credit for some- 
thing clone to win [ayour. 

browning 1). B7/. browned flour or any other addi- 
tive to colour gravy. 

brown owl 1. 1 any of various owls, esp. the tawny 
owl. 2 Brown Owl, Bril. collog. the aclult leader of 
a pack of Brownie Guides. oflicially termed Brovent 
Guider since 1968, 

brown rice 7. unpolished rice with only the husk ol 
the grain removed. 

Brownshirt 1). a Nazi: a member of a fascist or- 
ganization. 

brownstone 7. .V. Ame. 1 a kind of reddish-brown 
sandstone used for building. 2 a building faced with 
such sandstone. 

brown sugar 77. wirelined or partially refined sugar. 

brown trout 7. a common European trout, Sa/no 


BRONCHIOLE 


AD LOO) 


brute 


trulta, esp. of a small dark non-migratory race 
found in small rivers and pools. 

browse e @. I ini @ fr read or survey desultorily. 
2 intr. (often foll. by ov) feed (on leaves etc.). 3 ix crop 
and eat. 4 inix G& tr. Computing read or survey (data 
files etc.), esp. via a network. e 7. 1 young shoots 
etc. as fodder for cattle. 2 an act of browsing. [from 
Old French 47ost ‘young shoot] 0 browser n. 

brucellosis x. a disease caused by bacteria of the 
genus Brucella, affecting esp. catde. [modern Latin, 
from Sir D. Bruce, Scots physician, 1855 1931] 

bruise e@ 7. 1 an injury appearing as an area of 
discoloured skin on a human or aninal body, 
caused by impact. 2 an area of damage on a fruit 
etc. @ 7. 1 & inflict a bruise on. 2 mf: be suscepuble 
to bruising. 3 @ crush or pound (bruised vats). [Old 
English drjsan “to crush’} 

bruiser 2. collog. 1 a large tough-looking person. 
2 a professional boxer. 

bruit e@ vt (often foll. by abroad, about) spread (a 
report or rumour). @ 7”. avchaic a report or rumour. 
[French, literally ‘noise’} 

Brummie (also Brummy) Byil. collog. @ n. ( pl. -ies) 
a native of Birmingham. e adj. of or characteristic 
of a Brummie (a Brummie accent). 

brunch ». a late-morning meal eaten as the first 
meal of the day. [blend of bruakesr and Luncu] 

brunette (U/S also brunet) @ 7. a woman with dark 
brown hair. e adj. (of a woman) having dark brown 
hair. [French] 

brunt 7. the chief impact of an attack, task, etc. 
(esp. bear the brunt of ). [Middle English] 

bruschetta 1. toasted Italian bread drenched in 
olive oil. [Itahan] 

brush e 2. 1 an implement with bristles, hair, wire, 
etc.-set into a block or projecting from the end of a 
handle, for any of various purposes, esp. cleaning 
or scrubbing, painting, arranging the hair, etc. 
> GAuuorv?Hy. 2 the application of a brush; brush- 
ing, 3 a a short encounter (@ brush with the law). 
b a skirmish. 4 a the bushy tail of a fox. b a brush- 
like tuft. 5 Elect, a piece of carbon or metal serving 
as an electrical contact. 6 esp. NV. Amer & -tustral. 
a undergrowth; small trees and shrubs. b US such 
wood cut in faggots. c land covered with brush. 
d slusiral. dense forest. @ v. 1 (x a sweep or scrub or 
put in order with a brush. b treat (a surface) with a 
brush so as to change its nature or appearance. 
2 fr, a remove (dust etc.) with a brush. b apply (a 
liquid preparation) to a surface with a brush. 
3 lv. G int. graze or touch in passing, 4 i/r. perform 
a brushing action or motion. Oo brush aside 
dismiss curtly or lightly. brush off rebuff; dismiss 
abruptly. brush over paint lightly. brush up 
1 Bri/. clean up or smarten. 2 (ofien foll. by on) 
revive one’s former knowledge of (a subject). [from 
(Old, French bvosse] 0 brushy ad). 

brushwood 7. 1 cut or broken twigs etc. 2 under- 
growth, 

brushwork 7, 1 manipulation of the brush in 
painting, 2 a painter's style in this. 

brusque /broosk/ adj. abrupt or offhand in 
manner or speech. [from Italian brusco “sour’| 
oO brusquely ad. brusqueness 7. 

Brussels sprout 1. 1 a variety of cabbage produ- 
cing many small compact buds borne close 
together along a tall single stem. 2 one of these 
bucls used as a vegetable. 

brut /broot/ adj. (of wine) unsweetened. [French, 
literally ‘rough’ | 

brutal adj. 1 savagely cruel. 2 harsh, 
0 brutality n. (pl. -ies). brutally ade, 

brutalism 2. 1 brutality. 2 a heavy plain style of 
architecture etc. 0 brutalist n. & ad). 

brutalize w./: (also -ise) 1 make brutal. 
brutally. o brutalization n, 

brute e 7. 1 aa brutal person or animal. b callog. an 
unpleasant person. 2 an animal as opposed to a 
human heing. @ ad. yusu. alirb,) V not possessing the 
capacity to reason. 2 a cruel. b stupid, sensual. 


merciless. 


2 treat 
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bryony 


3 unthinking, merely material (brule force; brute 
matter). [from Latin brutus ‘stupid’|] B brutish ad). 
brutishness ». 

bryony 7. (/)/. -ies) any climbing plant of the genus 
Bryonia, esp. B. dioica, bearing greenish-white 
flowers and red berries. [from Greek bruonia| 

bryophyte 7.» a non-vascular plant of the division 
Bryophyta, comprising mosses and liverworts. 
[from Greek bruon ‘moss’ + phuton “plant 

bryozoan e n. any aquatic invertebrate animal ol 
the phylum Bryozoa, forming colonics attached to 
rocks, seaweeds, etc. @ adj. of or relating to the 
phylum Bryozoa. [from Greek bruon ‘moss’ + zdta 
‘animals | 

BS abbr. 1 :‘U'S Bachelor of Science. 2 Bachelor of 
Surgery. 3 British Standard(s) 

B.Sc. abbr. Bachelor of Science. 

BSE abbr. bovine spongiform encephalopathy, a usu. 
fatal disease of cattle involving the central nervous 
system. 

BSI abbr. British Standards Institution. 

B-side 7. the side of a gramophone 
regarded as less iniportant. 

BST adh. British Summer Time 

Bt. abby. Baronet. 

BTEC abby: (also Btec Business and Technician 
Education Council. 

Btu abbr (also BTU, B.th.U., British thermal unit(s). 

bubble e 7. 1 aa thin sphere of liquid enclosing air 
etc. b an ap-filled cavity in a liquid or a solidified 
liquid such as glass or amber. 2 the sound ot 
appearance of bubbling; an agitated or bubbling 
mouon. 3 a transparent domed cavity. @ “intr 
1 rise in or send up bubbles. 2 make the sound o! 

Oo bubble over be 
exuberant with laughter, excitement, anger, et 
[Middle English] 

bubble and squeak »). 8ri/. cooked cabbage frici| 
with cooked potatoes or meat. [from the cooking 
sounds| 

bubble bath 7. 1 a preparation for adding to bath- 
water to make it foam, 2 a bath with this added. 


record 


rising or bursting bubbles 


bubble chamber 1. P/ysivy an apparatus designed 
to make the tracks of ionizing particles visible as a 
row of bubbles in a liquid. 

bubblegum »). chewing gum that can be blown into 
bubbles. 

bubble wrap ». plastic wrapping material in sheets 
containing numerous small air-filled bladders 

bubbly e qd. \bubblier, bubbliest; 1 having o1 
resembling bubbles Z 
e@ 7. collog. champagne 

bubo, -oes) a swollen inflamed hanph node in 
the armpit or groin. [based on Greek boubin 
‘groin | 0 bubonic 

bubonic plague » nrctnm da 


exuberant, vivacious. 


buccaneer 7. 1 a pirate. 2 an unscrupulous adven- 

turer. ‘hunter of 
French houcaner “to cure on a harbecuc’|] o bue- 
caneering 1. & ad, 


[earlier in SC TING ONE Tike from 


buck! e 7. 1 the male of various animals, esp. the 
deer, hare, or rabbit. 2 \attrih, a male (buch 
antelope). b CS Mil. slang of the lowest rank 


prrvale). @ 1 iin Ol 
hack arched and fect 


v horse) jump upwards with 
drawn together. 2 4. a throw 


a rider or burden) in this way, b esp. \ ane 
oppose, resist to buck the t 3h. & intr tusu 
fol. by uf; collog. a make or become more cheerful. 
b Brit. make or become more vigorous or lively 
needs to huck deas). 4 tr vas bucked adj.) B 
collog, encour “d. elatecl }tt Old N cl 

buck®* 7. .\. diner & lustral. s/c dollar. o a fast 
buck « Mot Peau! { YW 

buck? Ne narticl pl \ 1 t der | rm 
a player whi turn it \ | pass 
the buck colloy. shift res; Ii] h 

| 1}9th-century comage| 

buckete). laa roughly eviindrical ope 

with a hanelle, used lor carrying, dvawing. or held 


BRYOPHYTE 


Bryophytes — liverworts and mosses 
simple low-growing plants, anchored to 
the ground or to tree bark by tiny fila- 
mentous rhizoids. They lack vascular 


are 


sporophyte ; 
ee: seta ummalun 


stalk), 


; 
=. 


MOSS | 
(Bryum species 


ing water etc. b the amount contained in this. 
2 (in pl.) large quantities of liquid (wept buckets). 
3 a compartnent on the outer edge of a water- 
wheel. 4 the scoop of a dredger or a grain-clevator. 
e :. (bucketed. bucketing) 1 ini (of liquid, esp. 
rain, pour heavily, 2 mix G tr. Bri. move or drive 
bumpily. {from Anglo-French duke] 0 bucketful 
n. (pl. -fuls) 

bucket seat 1. a seat with a rounded back to fit one 
person, ¢sp. 1 a car. 

bucket shop 7. 1 an unauthorized office for 
gambling in stocks etc. 2 Bril. collog. a travel agency 
specializing in cheap air tickets 

buckle e ». 1 a flat frame with a hinged pin, used 
for joing the ends of a belt, strap, etc. 2 a simi- 
larly shaped ornament. @ 7. I /@ fasten with a 
buckle. 2 mir G fn give way or cause to give way 
under longitudinal pressure. 0 buckle down make 
a determined effort. buckle to (or down to 
prepare for, set about (work etc.). buckle to get to 
work, make a vigorous start. [from Latin buccula 
‘cheek-strap of a helmet’; 2; from French 
boucler “to bulge’ 

buckler 7. /is/. a small round shield held bv a 
handle. [from Old French bocler ‘having a boss’ | 

buckram ». a coarse linen or other cloth stilfencd 
with gum or paste, and used as interfacing or in 
bookbinding. [from Old French boguerant| 

buck rarebit 1. Bri’. Welsh rarebit with a poached 
ege on lop. 

Buck’s Fizz 1. Bri. a cocktail of champagne or 
sparkling white wine and orange juice. [from Buck's 
Club in London] 


sense 


buckshee «adj. & Brit. slang free of charve. 
[corruption of BaKsusi st] 

buckshot 71. coui lead shot. 

buckskin 7. 1 a the skin of a male deer. b leather 
made from such skin. 2 a thick smooth cloth. 

buckthorn »). any 


Rhannus. esp R. 


shrub ol the 
witht berries formerly 


thorny genus 
call arly a 


used as a cathartic 


buck-tooth ». an tooth that 


© buck-toothed «ad 

buckwheat ». a cereal plant o! the genus Fagopy- 
p. Fescul ds used for fodder anel 

tor llour [from Middle Duteh boeewete “heech 


wi t 1s 


upper projects 


WW ith At 


rains being shaped like beechmast| 
bucolic adj. of 
| I hf 


w concerning shepherds or the 
rural. [based on Greek bowkolos “herds- 


gamelophyt 


buff 


lissue and an outer waterproof cuticle, and 
thrive best in moist habitats. Most mosses 
form cushion-like clumps, while liverworts 
are either leafy or flat and encrusting. 


archegonia 


gemma cup thallus 


midrib / 


LIVERWORI 
(\Marchanha polymorpha) 


bud! e 7. 1 a an immature knoblike shoot from 
which a stem, leaf, or flower develops. > catyx. 
b a flower or leaf that is not fully open. 2 Bzol. an 
ascxual outgrowth from a parent organism that 
separates to form a new individual. ev. (budded., 
budding) 1 ini: Bol. & Zool. form a bud or buds. 
2 intr. begin to develop (a budding cricketer). 3 tr. grafi 
a bud (of a plant) on to another plant. o in bud 
having newly formed buds. [Middle English] 
bud? n. NV. Amer. collog. (as. a form of address) = suppy. 
Buddha ». 1 a utle given to successive teachers of 
Buddhism, esp. to its founder, Gautama. 2 a statue 
or picture of the Buddha. [Sanskrit, literally 
‘enlightened | 
Buddhism ». a widespread Asian religion or 
« = x : . 
philosophy, founded by Gautamia Buddha m India 
in the Sth c, sc, which teaches that elimination of 
the self and earthly desires is the highest goal. 
Oo Buddhist 7. & ad). 
buddleia 7. any shrub of the genus Buddleia, with 
ragrant flowers attractive to butterflies. [named 
after A, Buddle, 18th-century English botanist] 
buddy csp. .‘\ a close 
riend or mate. @ vz/7, (-1es, -ied) become friendly, 
budge «. 1 intr. Bri!. a make the slightest movement. 
b change one’s opinion. 2 /; cause or compel to 
midge (nothing will budge him). budge up (or over 
Brit. make room for another person by moving, 
based on Laun dullre “to boil’| 


{mer collog. @ n, (pl. -ies 


budgerigar 7. a small parrot, Afelopsittacus undula 
lus, native to Australia, and often kept as a cage 
urd, [Aboriginal, literally ‘nice cockatoo’| 
budget e 7. L the amount of moncy needed or 
available, 2 a (the Budget) a usu. annual estimate 
of national revenue and expenditure. b a similar 
esumate made by a company, etc. 3 (a/hib.) inex- 
pensive. @ viz G int (budgeted, budgeting; 
allow or arrange for in a budget (have budgeted for a 
new’ car). 00n a budget with a restricted amount of 
money, [Middle English in sense ‘pouch’: based on 
Latin bulga “knapsack’| 0 budgetary ad). 
budgie 
buff e adj. yellowish beige. @ n. 1 a yellowish-bcige 
colour. 2 collog, an enthusiast (railway buff). 3 aa 
velvety dull yellow ox-leather. b catttb.) made of 
this. @ ¢.¢7 1 polish (metal, fingernails, etc.). 2 make 
leather) velvety like buff. o in the buff callog. 
naked. [originally in sense ‘buffalo’: n. sense 2: from 
buff uniforms worn by New York volunteer fire- 
men, applied to enthusiastic fire-watchers| 


vf 
allag. = BUDGERIGAR, 


ed 


buffalo 


buffalo n. (p/. same or -oes) 1 a an Asiatic ox of the 
genus Bubalus, with heavy backswept horns, esp. (in 
full water buffalo) B. arnee, which is domesticated 
as a draught animal. b (in full Cape buffalo) a 
powerful wild ox, Syncerus caffer, of eastern and 
southern Africa. 2 a N. American bison, Bison bison. 
[from Greek boubalos ‘antelope, wild ox’| 

buffalo grass n. 1 a grass, Buchloe dactyloides, of the 
N. American plains. 2 a grass, Stenotaphrum secunda- 
tum, of Australia and New Zealand. 

buffalo wings 1.p/. deep-fried chicken wings 
coated in spicy sauce. 

buffer! e n. 1 a a device that protects against or 
reduces the effect of an impact. b Brit. such a de- 
vice projecting from a cross-beam on the front and 
rear of a railway vehicle or at the end of a track. 
> renner. 2 Chem. a substance that acts to minimize 
the change in hydrogen ion concentration of a 
solution when an acid or alkali is added. 3 Comput- 
ing a temporary memory area or queue for data to 
aid its transfer between devices or programs oper- 
ating at different speeds etc. @ w/r. act as a buffer to. 

buffer? n. Brit. slang a silly or incompetent old man 
(esp. old buffer). [18th-century coinage] 

buffer state 1. a small state situated between two 
larger ones potentially hostile to one another, 
whose existence is regarded as reducing the likeli- 
hood of open hostilities. 

buffet’ /buuf-ay/ n. 1 a room or counter where 
snacks may be bought. 2 a meal consisting of sev- 
eral dishes set out from which guests serve them- 
selves (buffet lunch). [from Old French buf (fet ‘stool’] 

buffet? /buff-ii/ e v (buffeted, buffeting, 
1 & a strike or knock repeatedly (wind buffeted 
the trees). b strike with the hand or fist. 2 Ut: (of fate 
etc.) treat badly; plague (buffeted by misfortune). 
3 a intr, struggle; fight one’s way (through difficul- 
ties etc.). b @ contend with (waves etc.). e 2. la 
blow, esp. of the hand. 2 a shock. [from Old 
French, literally ‘little blow’] 

buffet car 7. a railway coach serving light meals or 
snacks, ” 

buffoon 7. 1 a ludicrous person. 2 a jester; a 
mocker. [from medieval Latin buffo ‘a clown’] 
0 buffoonery n. buffoonish ad). 

bug e 7. 1 aan insect of the order Hemiptera, with 
mouthparts modified for piercing and sucking. 
b any small insect. 2 sfang a micro-organ- 
ism or a disease caused by it. 3 a ye: 
concealed microphone. 4 an error in a foliage 


computer program or system. 5 collog. leaf 
an obsession, enthusiasm, etc. @ 7. 
(bugged, bugging) 1 / conceal Ee 


a microphone in. 2 ¢. slang 
annoy, bother. 3 imér. esp. .\. 
Amer. slang a (often foll. by fleshy 
out) leave quickly. b (foll. by scale leaf 
off) go away. [17th-century 
coinage] 

bugbear 7. 1 a cause of annoy- 
ance or anger. 2 an object of base- 
less fear. [based on obsolete bug 
‘bogey’ | 

bug-eyed adj. with bulging eyes. 
bugger coarse slang (except in sense 2 
of n. and 3 of v.)en. 1 esp. Bri. a an 
unpleasant or awkward person or thing 
(the bugger won't fit). b a person of aspeci- OF 
fied kind (he’s a miserable bugger; clever 
bugger!). 2 a person who commits bug- 
gery. @ v.l, 1 as an exclamation of annoyance (bugger 
the thing!). 2 a ruin; spoil (really buggered it up; it’s no 
good, it’s buggered). b (esp. as buggered adj.) Bril. 
exhaust, tire out. 3 commit buggery with. @ int. 
expressing annoyance. O bugger about (or 
around) Bri. 1 mess about. 2 mislead: persecute. 
bugger all Brit. nothing. bugger off (often in 
imper.) Brit. go away. [originally in sense ‘heretic’: 
from Old French bougre] 

buggery 7. 1 anal intercourse. 2 = sesTiattty 2. 

buggy 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a light horse-drawn vehicle for 


bud 


slem —~ 


BULB: (;ROSS-SECTION 
AN AMARYLLIS BULB 


(Hippeastrum species) 


one or two people. 2 a small, sturdy motor vehicle. 
3 = pany succy 1, 2. [18th-century coinage] 
bugle! p. (also bugle-horn) a brass instrument like 
a small trumpet, used esp. for military signals and 
in fox-hunting. [from Latin buculus ‘little ox’, from 
the use of an ox’s horn as a bugle] 0 bugler 7. 
bugle? 7. a creeping labiate plant, Ajuga replans, with 
blue flowers. [from Late Latin bugula] 
bugloss /bew-gloss/ n. I any of various bristly 
plants related to borage, esp. of the genus Anchusa 
with bright blue tubular flowers. 2 = virer’s BuGLoss. 
[from Greek bouglossos ‘ox-tongued’, with reference 
to the leaves] 
build e w/z (past and past. part. built) 1 a construct 
(a house, vehicle, fire, road, model, etc.) by putting 
parts or material together. b commission, finance, 
and oversee the building of (the council built kwo new 
schools), 2a establish, develop, make, or accumulate 
gradually (budlt the business up from nothing). b base 
(hopes, theories, etc.) (¢deas built on a false foundation). 
3 (as built ad.) having a specified build (sturdily 
built; brick-buill). @ n. 1 the proportions of the body 
(a slim build). 2 a style of construction. 0 build in 
incorporate as part of a structure. build on add 
(an extension etc.). build up 1 increase in size or 
strength. 2 praise; boost. 3 gradually become 
established. built on sand unstable. [Old English] 
builder 7. 1 a contractor for building houses ete. 2 a 
person engaged as a bricklayer etc. on a building site. 
builders’ merchant 2. a supplicr of materials to 
builders. 
building 7. 1 a permanent fixed structure forming 
an enclosure and providing protection from the 
elements etc. 2 the constructing of such structures. 
building site 7. an area before or during the 
construction of a house etc. 
building society 7. Bri. a financial organization 
which accepts investments at interest and lends 
capital for mortgages on houses etc. 
build-up 7. 1 a favourable description in advance. 
2 a gradual approach to a climax or maximum. 
3 an accumulation or increase. 
built past and past part. of sum. 
built-in adj. 1 forming an integral part of a struc- 
ture. 2 inherent, integral, innate. 
built-up adj. 1 (of a locality) densely covered by 
houses etc. 2 increased in height etc. by the 
addition of parts. 3 composed of sep- 
arately prepared parts. 
bulb 7. 1 a <a fleshy-leaved storage 
organ of some plants, send- 
ing roots downwards and 
leaves upwards. b a plant 
grown from this. 2 = wax 
wis. 3 any object or part 
shaped like a bulb. [from Greek 
bolbos “onion | 
bulbous adj. 1 shaped like a 
bulb; fat or bulging. 2 having a 
bulb or bulbs. 3 (of a plant) 
growing from a bulb. 
bulgar 7. (also bulgur) 
a cereal food of whole 
wheat partially boiled 
then dried, eaten esp. in 
Turkey. [Turkish] 
Bulgarian e 7. 1 a a native or 
national of Bulgaria. b a per- 
son of Bulgarian descent. 2 the 
language of Bulgaria. e adj. of or relating (og 
to Bulgaria or its people or language. 
[from Late Latin Bulgarus] 
bulge e 7. 1 aa convex part of an other- 
wise flat or flatter surface. b an irregular 
swelling; a lump. 2 collog. a temporary in- 
crease in quantity or number (baby bulge). @ 1 
1 inir. swell outwards. 2 intr, be full or replete. 
3 tr swell (a bag, cheeks, ete.) by stuffing. [based 
on Latin bulga “knapsack’| a bulgy ad). 
bulgur var. of BuLGaAR. 


shoot 


protective 
leaf scale 
* 


adventitious 
\ roal 


tread 


bulldozer 


bulimia 7. Med. 1 insatiable overeating. 2 (in full 
bulimia nervosa) an emotional disorder in 
which bouts of extreme overeating are followed by 
self-induced vomiting etc. [based on Greek bous 
‘ox’ + kimos ‘hunger’} 0 bulimic adj. & n. 

bulk e 7. 1 (usu. prec. by the and foll. by of; the verb 
agrees with the complement) the greater part or 
number (the bulk of the applicants are women, the bulk of 
the book is boring). 2 a size, magnitude, or volume (zs 
bulk is enormous). b a large mass. ¢ great quantity or 
volume (often attrib: a bulk supplier). 3 a large bodily 
frame (jackel barely covered has bulk). 4 roughage. 
@ v. 1 intr seem in respect of size or importance 
(bulks large in his reckoning). 2 ix make (a book, a 
textile yarn, etc.) seem thicker by suitable treat- 
ment (bulked if with irrelevant stories). O in bulk in 
large quantities. 

bulk buying 7. 1 buying in large amounts at a 
discount. 2 the purchase by one buyer of all or 
most of a producer’s output. 

bulkhead 7. an upright partition separating the 
compartments in a ship, aircraft, vehicle, etc. 
> susmarine. [based on archaic bulk ‘a stall’ 

bulky ad. (bulkier, bulkiest) 1 taking up much 
space, large. 2 awkwardly large. 0 bulkily adv. 
bulkiness 7, 

bull’ e x. 1 a an uncastrated male bovine animal. 
b a male of the whale, elephant, and other large 
animals. 2 (the Bull) the zodiacal sign or constel- 
lation Taurus. 3 Brit. the bull’s-eye of a target. 
4 Stock Exch. a person who buys shares hoping to 
sell them at a higher price later. e aftrib.ad}. like that 
of a bull (bull neck). {from Old Norse bolt] 

bull? 7. a papal edict. [from Latin bulla ‘rounded 
objec | 

bull? 7. 1 (also Irish bull) an expression containing 
a contradiction in terms. 2 sang a nonsense. b triv- 
ial or insincere talk or writing. c unnecessary 
routine tasks or discipline. [1 7th-century coinage] 

bullace », a thorny shrub, Prunus wsittia, of which 
the damson is the cultivated form. [from Old 
French buloce, beluce| 

bull bar 7. a metal bar or framework fitted to the 
front of a vehicle for protection in the event of 
collision with a large 
animal. 

bulldog 7.» a dog 
of a sturdy breed 
with a large head 
and smooth hair. 

bulldog clip ». 
propr a strong 
sprung clip for 
papers. 

bulldoze »./): 1 clear 
with a bulldozer. 


paged: : 
2 collog. a intimi- a 
> ? 
date. b make (one’s 
way) forcibly. [from US BULLDOG 


sense ‘to intimidate’ | 
bulldozer 7. ¥ a powerful tractor with a broad 
curved upright blade at the front for clearing 
ground, 
driver's cab 


_ hydraulic system 


bladi 


crawler tracks 


BULLDOZER 


B 


bullet 


bullet 2. 1» a projectile of lead ctc. for 
firing from a rifle, revolver. etc. 2 Print- 
ing a small usu. solid circle used to 
introduce ancl ¢mphasize a line, cte. 
ffrom Latin bulla bubble’) 

bulletin 1. 1a short official statement 
of news. 2 a regular list of information 
ete. issued by a society. {from Italian 
bullettine tle passport | 

bulletin board 7. 1 .\. noticeboard. 
2 an information storage system for any authorized 
computer user to access and add to [rom a remote 
terminal. 

bulletproof ad. yof a material: designed to resist 
the penctration of bullets. 

bullet train //. a 
Japan. 

bullfighte 7. a public spectacle at which a bull is bait- 
ed and usu. killed. o bullfighter 1. bullfighting /. 

bullfinch 7. a ee of the genus Pyrrhila with a 
short stout bill, esp. 2 prrvhula, 
which is ite nae with a 
pink breast. 

bullfrog 2. & a large [rog, 
Rana catesbiana, native to N. 
America, with a deep croak 


BULLET 


-lmer a 


high-speed passenger train, esp. in 


bullion ». gold or silver in bulk 
before coming. or valued by 
weight, [from .\nglo-French. 


literally “mint. based on Laun 
bullire “vo boil | 

bullish aj. L inypetuous, aggres- 
sive. 2 a Slack me causing 01 
associated with a rise im prices 
b aggressively ene o bull- 
ishly ad. bullishness 

bull market ». Stockh Ev. i 
market with rising prices 

bull-nose a/tri/.adj. also bull-nosed with rounded 
end. 


bullock ». a 


raised for bec 


BULLFROG 


Rane catesbiana 


castrated male of domestic cattle. 

f. {Old English] 

bullring 7. an arena for bullhights. 

bull’s-eye n. Lathe centre of a target. ba shot that 
hits this. 2 a hemisphere or thick dise of glass ina 
ship's deck or side to aclmit light. 3 a small circular 
window, 4a a hemispherical lens. b a lantern fitted 
with this. 5 a hoss of glass at th a blown 
glass shect. 

bullshit coarse slang @ nr. 1 olten as ail. 
2 wivial or insincere talk or writing. @ tanh. & ti 
-shitted. -shitting talk nonsense or as if one has 
specialist knowledge to), bullshitter 7 

bull terrier 1. a short-haired dog of 
across between a bulldog anda terricr, 

bully' @. pi 


Powel 


e centre ol 


NONSCLSC. 


a breed that is 


ses a person whe uses strength o1 
Others by lear @ ../. -1es. -ied 
1 persecute by force or threats. 2. loll, by wite + ver- 
hal noun pressure 


toy COCTCE 


ide ares Jonginally as aterm of endearment] 
bully* collog. @ adj. exp. \. Ln very good. e il, foll 
by for, expressing admiration or approval often 
on W then! 
bully” «in full bully off ew. //. -ies) the start of 


Hay in hockey ip which two opponents siike cach 


others sticks three Giies an 


d then go for the ball 
@ unt. -ies, -ied start play in this way. [19 
century comace] 
bully* ». in full bully beef corned beet [from 


French ball boiled heel | 


cl rulticen 


bully boy 7. « hire 

bulrush 1. 1 = kip aii. 2 a rishilike water plant. 
Seapus lacoinn, used for weaving, 3: Bibl a papyrus 
plant. 

bulwark 7. Toa defense wall, esp. of earth: a 


breakwater, 2 a person, principle. et that acts as 


a defence. 3 susu. in ply a ship's side above deck 
ae Micelle Dutch bofices 
bum! »:. /37/. lane the buttocks. [Middle Eneltish | 
bum‘ \/ane ei. LN. Die a Vavrant) 2 4 halitual 


hullet 


s cartridge 


aperson todasomething balled 


loafer. @ 7, (bumamed. bumming) 1 inn (often 
foll. by about, around, loaf or wander around. 
2 tr. cadge. @ allrib.adj. of poor quality. 
bumbag ». Bri/. collog. a small pouch for valu- 
ables. on a belt worn round the waist. 
bumble ».i7/, 1 (fol. by ov) speak in a rambling 
way. 2 (often as bumbling ad)j., move or ac ‘ ineptly: 
3 make a buzz or hum. [based on soon! and its 
obsolete variant bum| 0 bumbler n. 
bumble-bee ». a larve social bee of the 
Bombus. with a loud huin, & mi 
bumf 1. also bumph) Bril. collog. 1 usu. derog. docu- 
ments. 2 lavatory paper. [abbreviation of bum-fodder] 
bummalo 1. (//. same) a small fish. Harpodon 
neherus. of S. Asian coasts, dried and used as food. 
bummer 2. esp. .\. Amer slang 1 an idler. 2 an 
unpleasant occurrence. [1 9th-century coinage] 
bump e 7. 1 a dull-sounding blow or collision. 
2 a swelling or dent caused by this. 3 an uneven 
patch on a surface. 4 Ais/, any prominence on the 
skull formerly thought to indicate a particular 
mental faculty. @ « Toa f hit or come against 
with a bump. b ini. (of two objects) collide. 2 ih 
(foll. by against, into) hit with a bump; collide 
with. 3 &@ hurt or damage by striking 
buniped my head on the ceiling). 4 int: 
move with much jolting (bumped 
alone the road), 5 tr N. Amer. 
clisplace, esp. by seniority. @ ad: 
with a bump: suddenly; vio- 
lent. O bump into colloy. 
imect by chance. bump off 
vang murder. bump up collog. 
(prices ete. [1 6th- 


genus 


increase 
century comage 
bumper ». La honzontal bar fixed across 
the frant or back of a motor vehicle to reduce 


damage in a collision or as #@ trim. & cv. 
2 uu. aoth an unusually large or fine ex- 
ample ya bunper crop. 3 Cricket = worrcirn 2. 4 a 


brim-full elass of wine ete 
bumph var of win. 
bumpkin ». a rustic or socially inept person, 
bump-start 1. © 
bumptious dd). offensively 
conceited. O bumptiousness 


to. Brit. = Push-st yee. 


self-assertive or 


bumpy “/). bumpier, bumpiest, 1 having many 
bumps @ bumpy read), 2 alfected by bumps (a bumpy 
ride’, 0D bumpily adi. bumpiness n. 

bun 1. 1 a small usu. sweetened bread roll or cake. 
2S. arich fram cake or currant bread. 3 hai worn 
drawn back into a ught coil. 4 in ply .\. Amen slang 
the buttocks. d have a bun in the oven s/ang be 
pregnant. [Middle English] 

bunche ». 1 a cluster of things growing or fastenccl 
together, 2 a lot \best of the bunch). 
3 callog. 1 @ make into a bunch: 
gather into close folds, 2 wz form into a group or 
crowd. [Middle English] o bunchy ad. 


collection: 
a group a gang. @ 


buncombe vat. ol Hi Ani A. 

bundle ev. 1 a collection of things tied or fastened 
together, 2 a set of nerve fibres ete. banded 
together, 3 v/ang a large amount of money. @ v/r 
1 tic in or make into.a bundle bundled up my squash 
Ait. 2 throw or push, esp. quickly or confusedly 
Aundled the paper into the drawer, 3 send away 
hurnedhy or unceremoniously thadled them off the 
frames; 4 folk ly auth, (usu. as bundled ad). 
Coupuling scllasa pac kage with. G bundle up clress 
warmly or cumbersomely. go a bundle on 8y7/. 
Jane be very fond ol. [Middle English] 

bun fight 7. /3)// 

bung #7. a stopper for closing a hole ina contamer: 
ei. L stop with a bung, 2 Brit. slang throw, 
a bunged up closed, blocked. [frona Madde 
Dutch hunghc| 

bungalow 7. one-storceyed house. [based 
on Hincdh dang belonging to Bengal] 


slang a tea parks 


Loss 


bungee /bun-jre/ 1.:in full bungee cord, 
rope an clastcated cord or rape 


burbot 


bungee jumping 7. the sport of jumping from a 
height while secured by a bungee from the ankles, 
or by a harness. 5 bungee jumper 7. 

bungle e ». 1 & mismanage or fail at (a task). 2 mtr 
work badly or clumsily. @ 7. a bungled attempt; 
buneled work. a bungler n. 

bunion ». a swelling on the foot, esp. on the big toe. 
[based on Old French buigne ‘bump on the head’ 

bunk' a shelf-like bed against a wall. [18th- 
century coinage] 

bunk? Bri/. slang e@ vt (also absol.) play truant from 
school etc.). @ 7. (in do a bunk) leave or abscond 
hurriedly. [1 9th-century coinage] 

bunk? 7. slang = Bunko. 

bunk bed ». each of two or more beds one above 
the other, forming a unit. 

bunker e 7. 1 a large container or comparument for 
storing fuel. 2 a reinforced underground shelter. 
3 « hollow filled with sand, used as an obstacle in a 
ealf course. & ramway, Gort. @ 7.4 1 fill the fuel bun- 
kers of (a ship ete.). 2 (usu. in passive) trap in a bun- 

ker (in sense 3). [1 9th-century coinage] 


chimney bunkhouse x. a house where work- 
‘ men ete, are lodged. 
bunkum 7. (also buncombe) non- 
M sense; humbug. [originally 4uncombe 
- from Buncombe County in N. Caro- 
cate 


hina, mentioned in an mconsequen- 
tial political speech ¢1820] 


t bunny ». | //. -ies) a child’s name 
— gas supply for a rabbit. [from dialect bun 
— | rabbit] 
Bunsen 7. fin full Bunsen 
burner) <a small achjustable gas 
burner used in scientific work as a 
source of great heat. [named after R. 
W. Bunsen, German chemist, 1811 99] 
BUNSEN bunting’ 7. a seed-cating bird of the 
BURNER family Emberizidae, related to the 
finches. [Middle English] 
bunting® 1 flags and other decorations. 2 a 


loosely woven fabric used for these. [1 
coinage| . 


8th-century 


buoy /boy/ e 7. 1» an anchored 
float serving as a pavigation 
mark or to show recis cte. 2 a 


top mark 


__ lantern 


lifebuoy. @ e/x TL yusu. toll. by up) support 
a keep afloat. b sustain the 
spirits of (a person ete.); en- lantern 
courage. 2 mark with a buoy en 
or buoys. [Middle English] -_ @ 
: panel 
buoyancy /boy-an-si/ 7. 
1 the capacity to be or ™. name- 
remain buoyant. 2 resilicnee. board 
3 cheerlulness. 
buoyancy aid 1, a slecve- tealer- 
less jacket lined with buoy- ~ line 
ant material, worn for 
Watersports. 
buoyant /boy-ant/ ad. la float 
able or apt to keep afloat. 
b .of a liquid or gas) able to 
keep something afloat. 2 hght- 
hearted. [from Spanish hoyank erick 
floating’| Go buoyantly adr, ee 
VAR 


bur ». (also burr, 1 a a prickly 
clinging seed case or flower head. b any plant 
producing these. 2= wrk x. 2. [Middle English] 

burble @ iifr 1 speak ramblingl. 2 
murmuring noise. @ 7 1a 


inake a 


murmuring noise. 


2 rambhng speech. [Middle English] 
burbot 7, Wan cel-like bearded freshwater fish. Lota 
fota. {from Old French bor bete| 


BURBOT 
(Lola lota 


we had 


eee 


burden 


burden (also archaic burthen) @ n. 1 a load. 2 an 
oppressive duty, obligation, expense, emotion, etc. 
3 the bearing of loads (beast of burden). 4 a ship's 
carrying capacity. 5 a the refrain of a song, b the 
chief theme of a speech, book, poem, ctc. @ vl 
load with a burden; oppress. [Old English| 
c burdensome ad). 

burden of proof 7. the obligation to 
prove one’s case. 

burdock 7. » any 
plant of the genus 
Arctium, with prick- 
ly flowers and dock- 
like leaves. 

bureau /bewr-oh/ 7. (fi. 
bureaux or bureaus /-ohz/) 
1a Bn. a writing desk with 
drawers and usu. an angled top 
opening downwards to form a 
writing surface. b NV. Amer. a chest 
of drawers. 2 an office or department for transact- 
ing specific business. [French, literally ‘desk’| 

bureaucracy /bewr-rok-ra-si/ n. (p/. -ies) 1 a 
government by central administration. b a state or 
organization so governed. 2 the officials of such a 
government. 3 conduct typical of such officials. 

bureaucrat 2. 1 an official in a bureaucracy. 2 an 
inflexible or insensitive administrator. G bureau- 
cratic ad). bureaucratically ad. 

bureaucratize wf: (also -ise) make |ureaucratic, 

a bureaucratization 7. 

bureau de change 7. a place where one can 
exchange foreign money. [French, 
exchange’ ] 

burette 7. (US buret) a graduated glass tube with a 


BURDOCK 
(Arctium lappa) 


tap at one end, for measuring out small volumes of 


liquid in chemical analysis. [French] 

burgeon ».iir. literary 1 begin to grow rapidly; flour- 
ish, 2 put forth young shoots; bud. [from Old 
French] 

burger 7. 1 collog. a hamburger. 2 (in comb.) a certain 
kind of hamburger or variation of it (bee/burger; 
nutburger). 

burgess 7. 1 Brit. an inhabitant of a town or 
borough. 2 US a borough magistrate or governor. 
[based on Late Latin burgus ‘borough ‘| 

burgh /bu-ré/ on. hist. a Scottish borough or 
chartered town. [Scots form] 

burgher /ber-ger/ 7. a citizen of a Continental 
town. {from German Burger or Dutch burger] 

burglar 7. a person who commits burglary. [related 
to Old French éurgier ‘to pillage’ | 

burglarize vir, & intr. (also -ise) US = eect, 

burglary n. (f/. -ies) 1 entry into a building 
illegally with intent to commit theft, do bodily 
harm, or do damage. 2 an instance of this. 

burgle v 1 /% commit burglary on (a building or 
person). 2 wr, commit burglary. 

burgundy e 7. (//. -ies) 1 a wine (usu. red) from 
Burgundy in eastern France. b a similar wine from 
another place. 2 the red colour of burgundy wine. 
@ adj. of this colour. 

burial ». 1 a the burying of a dead hody. b a funeral. 
2 Archaeol. a grave or its remains. {Middle English] 

burin /bewr-in/ n. 1 a steel tool for engraving on 
copper or wood. 2 Archaeol. a flint tool with a chisel 
point. [French] 

burk var. of uirx. 

burlap 7. 1 coarse canvas, esp. of jute, used for 
sacking etc. 2 a similar lighter material for use in 
dressmaking or furnishing. [17th-century coinage| 

burlesque e 7. 1 a comic imitation, parody. b a 
performance or work of this kind. 2 (Sa varicty 
show, often including striptease. @ adj. of or in the 
nature of burlesque. @ af: (burlesques, 
burlesqued, burlesquing) make or give a 
burlesque of. [from Italian burlesco] 

burly aq. (burlier. burliest) of stout sturdy build: 
big and strong. [Middle English] 

Burman adj. & n. ( p/. Burmans) = Bi raiisi. (except 
in sense 4 of 7.1. 


‘office of 


Burmese e 7. (fi. same) 
1 a a native or national of 
Burma (now Myanmar) in SE 
Asia. b a person of Burmese 
descent. 2 a member of the 


: 
largest ethnic group of 
Burma. 3 the language of 
this group. 4 (in full 


Burmese cat) » a breed of 
short-coated domestic cat. 
@ adj. of or relating to Burma 
or its people or language. 
burn! e ». (past and past part. 
burnt or burned) 1 int: & 
fr. he or cause to be 
consumed or destroyed by 
fire. 2 int: a blaze or glow 
with fire. b be in the state 
characteristic of fire. 3 é 
& intr. be or cause to be injured or damaged by fire 
or great heat or by radiation. 4 (. & ini, use or be 
used as a source of heat, ight, or other energy. 5 i 
& intr. char in cooking \burned the meat: the meat is 
burning). 6 b. produce (a hole. a mark, etc.) by fire or 
heat. 7 fr, a subject (clay, chalk, etc.) to heat for a 
purpose. b harden (bricks) by fire. e make ‘lime or 
charcoal, by heat. 8 @ colour, tan, or parch with 
heat or light. 9 @ G itr put or be put to death by 
fire. 10 / a cauterize, brand. b ‘foll. by am) imprint 
by burning. 11 # & intr make, be, or feel hot, esp. 
painfully. 12 2. G im: make or be passionate; feel or 
cause to feel great emotion (burn wth shame). 13 intr 
(oll. by into) (of acid ete.) gradually penctrate (into) 
causing disintegration. e 7. 1 a mark or injury 
caused by burning. 2 the ignition of a rocket engine 
in flight, giving extra thrust. 3. Amer, Austral., & 
A a the clearing of vegetation by burning. b an 
area so cleared. G burn one’s boats (or esp. .. 
Amer. bridges) commit oneself irrevocably. burn 
the candle at both ends exhaust one’s resources 
by undertaking too much. burn down 1 a clestroy 
(a building) by burning. b (of a building) be 
destroyed by fire. 2 burn less vigorously as fuel fails. 
burn one’s fingers suffer on 
meddling or rashness. burn a hole in one’s 
pocket (of moncy) be quickly spent. burn low (o/ 
firc) be nearly out. burn the midnight oil read or 
work late into the night. burn out 1 be reduced to 
nothing by burning. 2 fail or cause to fail by burn- 
ing. 3 ‘usu. ref, sufller physical or emotional 
exhaustion. 4 consume the contents of by burning, 
5 make (a person) homeless by burning his or hea 
house. burn up 1 get rid of by fire. 2 begin to 
blaze. 3 collug. waverse at high speed. [Old English] 
burn? n. Sc. & .\Eng/. a small stream. [Old English] 
burner 7. the part of a gas cooker, lamp, etc. that 
emits and shapes the flame. © ot-vk BALLOON, 
oO on the back jor front) burner collog. recciving 
little cor much) attention. 


BURMESE CAT 


account of 


burnet #7. 1 a plant of the genus Saneuisarba, with 
globular pinkish flower heads, 2 any of several 
moths of the family Zygaenidae, with crimson 
spots. & motu. [based on Old French burnete “dark 
brown | 

burning a. 1 ardent, intense (burning desire). 2 hotly 
discussed, exciting; vital, urgent (burning question). 
3 flagrant (burning shame), O burningly ad 

burning bush ». 1 any of various shrubs with red 
fruits or red autumn leaves. 2 = rkvNiNuiaa. [with 
reference to Exod. 3:2] 

burning-glass 7. a lens for concentrating the sun’s 
rays on an object to burn it. 

burnish ¢./, polish by rubbing. [from Old French 
burnir ‘to make brown’| 0 burnisher 1 

burnous /bcr-nooss/ ». ({'S alo burnoose: an 
Arab or Moorish hooded cloak. [from Greek hires 
‘cloak’| 

burn-out 7. 1 physical or emotional exhaustion. 
2 depression, disillusionment. 

burnt fas/ and pas! part. of wen! 

burnt-out adj. physically or emouionally exhausted. 


bus 


burnt sienna ,also burnt umber) e 7. a pigment 
darkened by burning. @ adj. of the colour of either 
of these pigments. 
burp colloy. @ v. 1 ini, belch. 2 tr make (a baby 
belch. @ 2. a belch. 
burr e 7. 1 a a whirring sound. b a rough 
sounding of the letter vr. 2 ‘also bur) a a 
rough edge left on cut or punched mctal or 
paper. b a surgeon’s or dentist’s small drill. 
3=we 1, 2.@v. 1 @ pronounce with a burr. 
2 intr. make a whirring sound. 
burrito /bu-ree-toh/ n. (pl. -os) a tortilla 
rolled round a savoury filling. [Latin Ameri- 
can Spanish] 
burrow e 2. ¥ a hole or tunnel dug by 
a small animal as a dwelling. @ uv. 1 intr 
make or live in a burrow. 2 fx make (a hole 
cte,) by digging. 3 mir hide oneself. 4 idx 


\foll. by iéo) investigate, search. [Middle 
Enelish| 0 burrower 71. 
nest, JSortress , mole 


food supply 


hunting tunnels 


BURROW: CROSS-SECTION OF A MOLE BURROW 


bursar n. 1 a treasurer, esp. the person in charge of 
the funds and other property of a college. 
2 Brit. the holder of a bursary. [based on medieval 
Latin buna “hag | 

bursary 2. {//. -ies) 1 Bri. a grant, esp. a scholar- 
ship. 2 the post or room of a bursar. 

burst @ ©. (pas! and past part. burst; 1 a intr: break 
suddenly and violently apart by expansion of con- 
tents or internal pressure. bf, cause to do this. 
ce ¢. cause fa container etc.) to split apart or punc- 
ture, 2 a #. open forcibly. b wi come open or be 
opened forcibly. 3 a wir make one’s way suddenly 
or by foree. bof break away from or through 
the river burst ity banks. 4 t. & intr, fill or be full to 
overflowing, 5. it appear or come suddenly (burs! 
into flame: yun burst oul, 6 inh. foll. by into: suddenly 
begin to shed or utter vesp. burst inte leary or laughter 
or yong). 7 int. be as if about to burst because of 
eflort, excitement, etc. 8 4. suffer bursting of (burst 
a blood vessel). 9 tr, separate (continuous stationery) 
into single sheets, @ 7. 1 the act of or an instance of 
bursting; a spht. 2 a sudden issuing forth ybuné o/ 
flame). 3 a sudden outbreak (burst of applause). 
4 a a sudden effort: a spurt. b a gallop. 5 an 
explosion, O burst out 1 suddenly begin (burs! out 
laughing. 2 exclaim. [Old English] o burster 7. 

burton /. 0 go for a burton Bril. slang be lost o1 
destroyed or killecl. [20th-century coinage] 

bur walnut 7. walnut wood containing knots. 

bury 7/7 \-1es, -1ed) 1 place (a dead body) in the 
varth, ia tomb, or in the sea, 2 lose by death (has 
buried three husbands). 3 a put under ground (hun 
awe). b hide in the earth. ¢ cover up; submerge 
4a put out of sight (bured Ais face in his handy). b con- 
sign to obscurity ythe idea ways buried). © put away: 
forget. 5 involve deeply buried himself in his works 
obury the hatchet cease to quarrel. {Old English| 

bus e@ 7. (///. buses or (S busses) 1 a large passen- 
ger velucle, esp. one serving the public on a fixed 
route. 2 collog. a motor car, aeroplane, eto. 3 Com 
puting a delined set of conductors carrying data and 


busby 


control signals within a computer. & COMPUTER. @ J. 
(buses or busses, bussed, bussing} I in/r. go by 
bus. 2 é. esp. N. Amer, transport by bus, esp. to pro- 
mote racial integration. [abbreviation of omntBus] 
bushy 2. (//. -ies) (not in official use) a tall fur hat 
worn by hussars etc. [18th-century coinage] 
bush'e 7. 1 a shrub or clump of shrubs. 2 a thing 
resembling this. 3 (esp. in Australia and Africa) an 
uncultivated district: woodland or forest. @ v.ntr. 
spread like a bush. 5 go bush Auséral. leave one’s 
usual surroundings; run wild. [from Old Norse] 
bush? e 7. Bri. 1 a metal lining for a round hole 
enclosing a revolving shaft etc. 2 a sleeve providing 
electrical insulation. > Gkargox. @ v.f7, provide with a 
bush. [from Middle Dutch busse “box’} 
bushbaby 2. (//. -ies) ¥ a small nocturnal tree- 
dwelling African primate of the family Lorisidae, 
with very large eyes. > PROSIMIAN 


BUSHBABY: LESSER BUSHBABY 
(Galago senegalensts 


bushed adj. col/og. 1 Austral. & Na lost in the bush. 
b bewildered. 2 tired out. 

bushel 7. 1 Ani. a measure of capacity equal to 
8 gallons and equivalent to 36.4 litres. 2 US a 
measure of capacity equal to 64 US pints. [from 
Old French buissie/| 

bushido 2. the code of honour and morals of the 
Japanese samurai. [from Japanese words meaning 
‘samurai’ + ‘way’] 

bushman 7. (/. -men) 1 a person who lives or 
travels in the Australian bush. 2 (Bushman, 
a a member of an aboriginal people in S. Africa. 
b the language of this people. 

bush telegraph 2. a rapid informal spreading of 
information, a rumour, etc.; the network by which 
this takes place 

bushwhack «@ 1 int. L'S, Awstral., & NZ a clear 
woods and bush country, b live or travel in bush 
country. 2 & US ambush. 

bushy! adj. (bushier, bushiest) 1 growing thickly 
like a bush. 2 having many bushes. 3 covered with 
bush. 0 bushiness ». 

bushy? 7. (f/. -ies) Austral. & NZ 
who lives in the bush 


ollog. a person 
(as distinet from in a town) 
business 7. f one’s 
2 «a thing that is one 
b a rezson for 
4 serious activity ( 
matter (sick of the whole business). 6 a thing or things 
to be dealt with (/he business of the day). 7 buying and 
selling; trade. 8 a commercial firm. 9 Theatr action 
on stage. 10 a difficult matter. 11 (the business; 
Brit. collog. exactly what is required: an exemplary 
person or thing. D has no business to has no right 
to. in business I trading. 2 able gin oper- 
ations. in the business of 1 engaged in Qi uitend- 
ing to (nol in the busine of like 
nobody’s business collog. extraordinarily, mind 
one’s own business not meddle. on business 
with a definite purpose, esp. one relating to one’ 
regular occupation. [¢ Yd English} 


regular occupation, profession. 
‘s concern. 3 aa task or duty, 
whal is your 
set down to business 


business? 


5 arrog. a 


comme 


to bes 


surrendering, 


1st 


butterfly 


business card 7. a card printed with one’s name 
and professional details. 

business end 7. (prec. by the) collog. the functional 
part of a tool or device. 

businesslike adj. efficient, practical. 
businessman 7. (//. -men; jem. business- 
woman, p/. -women) a person engaged in trade 
or commerce, esp. at a senior level. 

business Per n. an area designed to accom- 
modate businesses and light industry. 

business person 7. a businessman or business- 
woman. 

businesswoman Se BUSINESSMAN. 

busk winiz perform for voluntary 
0 busker zn. 

bus lane n. a lane on a road marked off for use by 
buses. 

busman 7. (f/. -men) the driver of a bus. 

busman’s holiday 7. leisure time spent in an 
activity similar to one’s regular work. 

bus shelter 7. a shelter beside a bus stop. 

bus station 7. a centre where buses depart and 
arrive. 

bus stop 7. 1 a regular stopping 
2 a sign marking this. 

bust! 7. 1a the human chest, esp. that of a woman; 
the bosom. b the circumference of the body at bust 
level (a 36-inch bust). 2 a sculpture of a person’s 
head, shoulders, and chest. [from Italian busto] 

bust? collog. @ v. ( past and past parl. busted or bust) 
1 &. G mtr break, burst. 2 t esp. US reduce (a 
soldier etc.) to a lower rank; dismiss. 3 ir esp. 
N. Amer. a raid, search. b arrest. @ 7. 1 a sudden 
failure; a bankruptcy. 2 a police raid. @ adj. (also 
busted) 1 broken, burst, collapsed. 2 bankrupt. 
c bust up 1 bring or come to collapse; explode. 
2 (of a couple) separate. go bust become bankrupt; 
fail. [originally a (dialect) pronunciation of Burst] 


donations. 


place of a bus. 


bustard 7. any large terrestrial bird of the family 
Otididae, with long neck, long legs, and stout 
tapering body. [from Latin avis tarda ‘slow bird’| 

buster 7. 1 slang (esp. as a disrespectful form of 
address) mate; fellow. 2 a violent gale. 

bustier 7. a woman’s strapless close-fitting bodice. 
|French|] 

bustle'e ». 1 ini. a work etc. show ily, energetically, 
and officiously. b scurry, 2 ¢ make (a person) hurry 
or work hard (hustled him into his overcoat), 3. intr. 
(as busthing adj.) colloq, full of activity. @ 7. excited 
activity; a fuss. 

bustle? 2. jist. » a pad or frame worn under a 
skirt and puffing it out behind. [1 8th-century 
coinage] 

bust-up ». 1 a quarrel. 2 a collapse; an explo- 
sion. 

busy e adj. (busier, busiest) 1 occupied 
or engaged in work etc. with the atten- 
uion concentrated. 2 full of activity 
or cletail; fussy (a busy evening; a preture 
busy with detail). 3 employed con- 
tinuously; unresting. 4 meddlesome; 
prying. 3 esp. . Amer. (of a telephone 
line) engaged. @ w/7 (-1es, -ied) (often 
vefl.) keep busy; occupy. @ x. (pl. -ies) 
slang a detective; a police officer. [Old 
English] o busily adv. busyness n. 


Cf. BUSINESS). 


bustle 


busybody ». ( #/. -ies) a mecdle- 
some person. 

busy Lizzie n. Bri 
an E. African 
plant, Jmpatiens 
ealleriana, with 
red, pink, o1 

flowers 


white 

often grown as a bedding 
plant or house plant. 

but e ¢nj. la nevertheles 
nol succeed }. 


am old bu 


s, however (tned hard but did 
b on the other hand; on the contrary (/ 
ou are young). 2 (prec. by can etc.; 
other than, otherwise than 


Mm neg. or 


nterrag.) except, (cannot 


BUSTLE ON A |9TH- 
CENTURY 


choose but do it; what could we do but run?). 3 without 
the result that (it never rains but it pours). 4 prefixing an 
interruption to the speaker’s train of thought (the 
weather ts ideal — but is that a cloud on the horizon?). 
@ prep. except; apart from; other than (everyone but 
me). @ adv. 1 only; no more than; only just (we can but 
try; is but a child; had but arrived). 2 mtroducing 
emphatic repetition; definitely (wanted to see nobody, 
but nobody). 3 Austral., NZ, & Sc. though, however 
(didn’t like it, but). @ rel.pron. who not; that not (there 1s 
not aman but feels pity). @ n. an objection (ifs and buts). 
O but for without the help or hindrance etc. of (bul 
for you I'd be rich by now). but one (or two etc.) 
excluding one (or two etc.) from the number (next 
door but one; last but one). but then (or yet) however, 
(I won, but then the others were beginners). [Old English] 
butane 2. Chem. a gaseous hydrocarbon of the 
alkane series used in liquefied form as fuel. 
butch adj. slang masculine; tough-looking. 
butcher e 7. 1 a a person who deals in meat. 
b a person who slaughters animals for food. 
2 a person who kills indiscriminately or brutally. 
e vir. 1 slaughter or cut up (an animal) for food. 
2 kill wantonly or cruelly. 3 ruin through incompe- 
tence. [from Old French bo(u)chier| 
butcher-bird 1. a shrike (family Lanndae). 
butcher’s meat 7. Bri. (also butcher meat) 
slaughtered fresh meat excluding game, poultry, 
and bacon. 
butchery 7. (//. -ies) 1 wanton or cruel slaughter. 
2 the butcher’s trade. 3 Bri. a slaughterhouse. 
butler 7. the principal servant of a household. 
[from Old French bouteiller ‘cup-bearer’] 
butt! e ». 1% & itr push with the head or horns. 
2 a intr. (usu. foll. by against, upon) touch with one 
end flat, meet end to end, abut. b ¢& (usu. foll. by 
against) place (timber etc.) with the end flat against 
a wall etc. @ 7. 1 a push with the head. 2 a join of 
two edges. 0 butt in interrupt, meddle. butt out 
slang 1 esp. NV. Amer, stop interfering. 2 NV. Amer. stop 
doing something. {from Old French boter] 
butt? 7. 1 an object (of ridicule etc.). 2. a a mound 
behind a target. b (an pl.) a shooting range. c a 
target. [from (Old) French dut ‘goal’| 
butt? 7. 1 (also butt-end) the thicker end, esp. of a 
tool or a weapon (guri* duit). > macuine-cun. 2 (also 
butt-end) a the stub of a cigar or a cigarette. b the 
remaining part. 3 esp. .N. Amer. slang the buttocks. 
[from Dutch dot ‘stumpy’] 
butt* n. a cask. [from Late Latin buttis| 
butte 7. N. Amer. a high isolated steep-sided 
hill. © erooe. (French, literally *“mound’]. 
butter e 7. 1 a fatty substance made by 
churning cream and used as a spread or in 
cooking. 2 a substance of a similar cons 
ency or appearance (peanut butter). @ 
spread, cook, or serve with butter (butler the 
bread; buttered carrots). Q butter up collog. flat- 
ter excessively. [from Greek bouturon] 
butter-bean 7. 1 a flat, dried, white. 
tropical American bean. > puts... 2 a 
yellow-podded bean. 
butter-cream 7. a mixture of butter, icing 
sugar, etc. used as a filling etc. for a cake. 
buttercup 7. a plant of the genus Ranun- 
culus (family Ranunculaceae), having 
bright yellow cup-shaped flowers. 
butterfat 
butter. 
butter-fingers 7. 
prone to drop things, 
butterfly 7. (//. -flies) 1 » any insect 
of the order Lepidoptera which typic- 
ally has two pairs of brightly coloured 


n. the essential fats of pure 


collog. 


a person 


DRESS wings held erect when at rest. > mera- 
MorPHOSIS. 2 a Showy or frivolous person. 
(in pl.) collog. a nervous sensation felt in the 


stomach, 4 (in full butterfly stroke) a stroke in 
swimming, with both armis raised out of the water 
and lifted forwards together. [Old English] 


front leg 


clubbed 
ns anienna 


BU PP ETOnry 


Butterflies and moths form a single order of around 200,000 species, 
but it is sometimes difficult to distinguish between the two. Butter- “ 
flies can usually be identified by their bright colours and clubbed ult a 3 
antennae. They fly during the daytime and the base of the hindwing Aid y 
is expanded and strengthened to support the forewing in flight. head 7 


o> middle leg 
proboscis 
thorax 


oe + 
el 


F— pupal 


case 
When resting, butterflies fold their wings upright over their backs. femur | | tibia 
Butterflies feed by sucking liquids through a long proboscis. All ae 
: : : hind leg 
species undergo complete metamorphosis, developing as a larva a 
(caterpillar) before emerging from a chrysalis as an adult butterfly. 
INTERNAL ANATOMY OF A BUTTERFLY costal —_ 
EE __ abdomen 
Sa — proboscis 
antenna “ 
mea salivary gland 
oesophagus —f s.. = \ forewing — 
dorsal 
blood 
ah 22 ventral nerve cord ' 
, ; ‘ hind wing 
heart if Cane 
crop _ 
/ I\ midgut 
copulatory i ee 
bursa______ VA apex = Pens 
Ve seminal receptacle P Pe EXTERNAL FEATURES 
; U® b | outer margin OF A SWALLOWTAIL 
colon — 3 
zg BUTTER PLY 
wing folded 


(Papilio species) 


upright spur 
EXAMPLES OF OTHER BUTTERFLIES ——— 
SWALLOWTAILS SKIPPERS WHITES AND BLUES AND NYMPHALIDS 
AND BIRDWINGS RELATIVES COPPERS 
‘ vi “~~ 
. 
CAIRNS BIRDWING SILVER-SPOTTED ! LARGE WHITE | ADONIS BLUE CAMBERWELL BEAUTY 
(Ornithoptera priamus SKIPPER (Pieris brassicae | (Lysandra bellargus) (Nymphalis antiopa 
(Epargpreus clarus) 


TIGER SWALLOWTAIL | REGENT SKIPPER BLACK-VEINED WHI GREEN-UNDERSIDL BLUE MORPHO 
Papilio glaucus | (Euschemon rafflesta) LAporia crataeg BLU gz (Morpho menelaus 
i Glaucopsyche alexis 


APOLLO GUAVA SKIPPER CLEOPATRA LARGE COPPLRE NIQNARGHEBU TS aRIES 
(Parnassius apollo) | (Phocides polybius (Gonepleryy cleopatra) (Lycaena dispa Danaus blerippus 


butterfly stroke 


butterfly stroke see surrexsiy 4. 

butter-icing 2. = surinr-criam. 

buttermilk 2. a slightly acid liquid left after churn- 
ing butter. 

butter muslin 7. 27. a thin, loosely woven cloth 
with a fine mesh, originally for wrapping butter. 

butterscotch 7. a brittle sweet made from butter, 
brown sugar, etc. 

buttery’ 7. (p/. -ies) Brit. aroom where provisions are 
kept and sold. [from Anglo-French doterie ‘butt-store’] 

buttery* adj. like, containing, or spread with butter. 
co butteriness 7. 

buttie var. of su rry. 

buttock 7. 1 cither of the two fleshy protuberances 
on the lower rear part of the human body, 2 the 
corresponding part of an animal.{based on surr3} 

button e 7. La small disc or knob sewn on to a gar- 
ment, either to fasten it by being pushed through a 
buttonhole, or as an ornament or badge. 2 a knob 
on a piece of equipment which is pressed to operate 
it. 3 a a small disc-shaped object (chocolate buttons). 
b (atirib.) anything resembling a button (bulton nose). 
4 a a bud. b a button mushroom. 5 Fencing a 
terminal knob on a foil making it harmless. @ 7. 
1 ty & intr. = button up |. 2 tr supply with buttons. 
a buttoned up collog. 1 formal and inhibited in 
manner, 2 silent. button one’s lip slang remain 
sicnt. button up 1 fasten with buttons. 2 collog. 
complete satisfactorily. 3 collog. become silent. on 
the button esp. .\. Amer. slang precisely. [from (Old) 
French bouton] o buttoned adj. buttonless ad). 

buttonhole e 7. 1 a slit made in a garment to 
receive a button for fastening. 2 Bri. a flower or 
spray worn in a lapel buttonhole. @ w./r collog. accost 
and detain (a reluctant listener). 

button mushroom 7. a young unopened mush- 
room. 

button-through ad. Bri. (of a dress) fastened with 
buttons from neck to hem like a coat. 

buttress e 7. 1 a a projecting support built against 
a wall. > GxiHor.. b a source of help or encour- 
agement. 2 a projecung portion of a hill or moun- 
tain. @ utr 1 support with a buttress. 2 support by 
argument etc. [from Old French (ars) bouterez 
‘thrusting (arch)’| 

butt weld x. a weld in which the pieces are joined 
end to end. 

butty 7. {also buttie) ( p/. -ies) .V. Eng/. 1 a sandwich 
(bacon butty). 2 a slice of bread and butter. 
[18th-century coinage] 

butyl n. Chem. the monovalent alkyl radical C,H» 

butyl rubber 7. a synthetic rubber used in the 
manufacture of tyre inner tubes and pond liners, 

buxom ad). (esp. of a woman) plump and healthy- 
looking; busty. [earlier in sense ‘pliant’: from Old 
English bagan “to how] 

buy e 7./ (buys. buying: fas! and past part. bought) 
1 a obtam in exchange for moncy etc. b serve to 
obtain (money cant buy happiness). 2 a procure (the 
loyalty etc.) of a person by bribery, promises, etc, 
b win over (a person) in this way. 3 get by sacrifice, 
great effort, ete. (dearly boughl,, 4 slang accept, 
believe in, approve of. 5 absol. be a buyer for a store 
ete, (buys for Selfridges). @ n. collog. a purchase (a good 
buy). buy in 1 buy a stock of. 2 withdraw (an item) 
at auction because of failure to reach the reserve 
price. buy into 1 obtain a share in (an enterprise, 
by payment. 2 esp. A: Amer. collog. support, embrace 
van idea etc.), buy it tusu. in past) slang be killed. 
buy off get rid of (a claim, a claimant. a black- 
mailer) by payment. buy oneself out obtain one’s 
release (esp. from the armed services) by payment. 
buy out pay ja person) to give up an ownership 
etc. buy over bribe. buy time delay an cvent, 
conclusion, ¢tc., temporarily. buy up Lt buy as 
much as possible of. 2 absorb (another firm ete.) by 
purchase. [Old English] ; 

buy-back x. the buying-back or repurchase of 
goods, shares, ete., often by contractual agreement 
toften attrib: buy-back scheme). 
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buyer 7. 1 a person employed to select and purchase 
stock for a large store etc. 2 a purchaser, a customer. 

buyer’s market 7. (also buyers’ market) an 
economic position in which goods are plentiful and 
cheap and buyers have the advantage. 

buyout 7. the purchase of a controlling share in a 
company ete. 

buzz e 7. 1 the hum of a bee ete. 2 the sound of a 
buzzer. 3 aa confused low sound as of people talk- 
ing; a murmur. b a stir (a buzz of excitement). c collog. 
a rumour, 4 slang a telephone call. 5 s/ang a thrill; a 
euphoric sensation. @ v 1 intz make a humming 
sound. 2 a i. @ int signal or signal to with a buzzer. 
b & slang telephone. 3 imi, a move or hover busily. 
b (of a place) have an air of excitement or purpose- 
ful activity. 4 é: Aeron. collog. fly fast and very close to 
(another aircraft, the ground, etc.). 0 buzz off s/ang 
go or hurry away. 

buzzard n. 1 any of a group of predatory birds of 
the hawk family with broad wings for soaring flight. 
2.N. Amer. a vulture. [from Old French dbusard, based 
on Latin buteo ‘falcon’). 

buzzer 7. 1 an electrical device that makes a 
buzzing noise. 2 a whistle or hooter. 

buzz-saw 7... Amer. a circular saw. 

buzzword n. slang 1 a fashionable piece of jargon. 
2 a catchword; a slogan. 

bwana 7. (in Africa) master, sir. [Swahili] 

by @ prep. 1 near, beside (a chair by the door, sit by me). 
2 through the agency, means, instrumentality, or 
causation of (bought by a millionaire: a poem by Donne, 
went by bus; succeeded by persisting; dinde four by two). 
3 not later than (by next week). 4 a past, beyond (drove 
by the church). b passing through; via (went by Paris). 
3 in the circumstances of (by day). 6 to the extent of 
(massed by a fool). 7 according to; using as a standard 
or unit (judge by appearances; paid by the hour). 8 with 
the succession of (worse by the minute). 9 concerning; 
in respect of (did our duty by them). 10 used in mild 
oaths (originally = as surely as one believes in) 
(by God). 11 placed between specified lengths in two 
directions (three feel by two). 12 avoiding, ignoring 
(passed us by). 13 (esp. in names of compass points) 
inclining to (north by east between north and north- 
north-east; north-east by north between north-cast 
and north-north-east). @ adv. 1 near (sat by, watching). 
2 aside; in reserve (pul £5 by). 3 past (marched by). 
e 7. (pl. byes) = sve, 0 by and by before long; 
eventually. by and large on the whole, everything 
considered. by the by (or bye) incidentally, paren- 
thetically. by oneself 1 a unaided. b without 
prompting. 2 alone. [Old English] 


ns vaUucer 
BYZANTINE Ge 1 dome . 
; A ; decoration , | Turkish 
Following the division of the = faatareich 
Roman Empire in AD 395, the vemicireular 


arch 


Eastern section sited its capital 3 
in Byzantium (now Istanbul). 
Architects fused Roman ancl 
oriental styles, constructing 
buildings from brick and con- 
crete, faced with marble. Exter- 
nal walls were ornamented 
with decorative brickwork and 
internal walls with intricate 
mosaics. A large central dome 
was often surrounded by 
smaller domes. 


GU LAWAY VILW OF A GTH- 


Byzantine 


by- prefix (also bye-) subordinate, incidental, 
secondary (by-product; byroad). 

bye! x. 1 Cricket a run scored from a ball that passes 
the batsman without being hit. 2 the status of an 
unpaired competitor in a sport; who proceeds to 
the next round by default. 0 by the bye = by the by. 

bye? int. collog. = Goonsyt. 

bye- prefix var. of By-. 

bye-bye’ ini. collog. = Goonsy1.. [childish corruption] 

bye-bye? 7. (also bye-byes) (a child’s word for) sleep. 
[Middle English, from the sound used in lullabies] 

by-election 7. Brit. the election of an MP in a 
single constituency to fill a vacancy arising during a 
government’s term of office. 

Byelorussian var. of BeLorussian, 

bygone e adj. past, antiquated (bygone years). @ n. 
(in pl.) past offences (let bygones be bygones). 

by-law 1. (also bye-law) Bri. a regulation made by 
a local authority or corporation. [Middle English] 

byline n. 1 a linc in a newspaper etc. naming the 
writer of an article. 2 a secondary line of work. 
3 a goal line or touchline. 

bypass e 7. La road passing round a town or its 
centre. 2 a a secondary channel or pipe etc. to 
allow a flow when the main one is closed or 
blocked. b an alternative passage for the circulation 
of blood during a surgical operation on the heart. 
D OPUEN-HEART SURGERY, @ utr 1 avoid; go round. 
2 provide with a bypass. 

byplay 2. a secondary action, esp. in a play. 

by-product 7. 1 an incidental or secondary prod- 
uct made in the manufacture of something else. 
2 a secondary result. 

byre x. Brit. a cowshed, [Old English] 

byroad 7. a minor road. 

bystander 2. a person who stands by but does not 
take part. 

byte 2. Computing a group of binary digits (usu. 
eight), operated on as a unit. [20th-century 
coinage, based on wt* and wire] 

byway 2. 1 a minor road. 2 a minor activity. 

byword 7. 1 a person ox thing cited as a notable 
example (2s a byword for luxury). 2 a familiar saying. 

Byzantine e adj. 1 of Byzantium or the Eastern 
Roman Empire. 2 (of a political situation etc.): 
a extremely complicated. b inflexible. c carried 
on by underhand methods. 3 Archit. & Art ¥ of 
a highly decorated style developed in the Eastern 
Empire. @ 7. a citizen of Byzanuum or the Eastern 
Roman Empire. 
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Cn. (also c) (pl. Cs or C’s) 1 the third letter of the 
alphabet. 2 Mus, the first note of the diatonic scale 
of C major. > notation. 3 the third hypothetical 
person or example. 4 the third-highest class or 
category. 53 (usu. e) Algebra the third known quantity. 
6 (as a Roman numeral) 100. 

C? abbr. Celsius, Centigrade. 

(OH symb. 1 Chem. the element carbon. 2 (also ©) 
copyright. 

c! abbr. (also c.) 1 century; centuries. 2 chapter. 
3 cent(s). 4 cold. 5 (usu. e.) circa, about. 6 Cricket 
caught by. 

2 symb. centi-. 

e/- abbr. Austral. & NZ care of. 

Ca symb. Chem. the element calcium. 

ca. abbr. circa, about. 

CAA abbr. (in the UK) Civil Aviation Authority. 

CAB abbr. Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 

cab n. 1 a taxi. 2 the driver’s compartment in a 
lorry, train, or crane. 3 hist. a hackney carriage. 
[abbreviation of caprioLe!} 

cabal n. 1 a secret intrigue. 2 a political clique or 
faction. [from medieval Latin cabala] 

cabala 1 var of cassia. 2 (Cabala) var. of 
KABBALAH, 

cabaret /kab-a-ray/ n. 1 an entertainment in a 
nightclub or restaurant while guests eat or drink at 
tables. 2 such a nightclub etc. [French, literally 
‘wooden structure, tavern’ | 


cabbage 7. 1 a any of several cultivated varieties of 


Brassica oleracea, with thick green or purple leaves 
forming a round head. > vucuti wet. b these leaves 
eaten as a vegetable. 2 Brit. collog. derug a person 
who is inactive or lacks interest. [from Old French 
(Picard) caboche ‘head’| 0 cabbagy ad). 

cabbage white 7. ¥ a butterfly, Piers brassicae. 
whose caterpillars feed on cabhage leaves. 


CABBAGE WHITE 
(Pieris brassicae) 


cabbala vn. 1 (also cabala, kabbala) any esoteric 
doctrine or occult lore. 2 |Cabbala; var. of 
Kansacan. [from Rabbinical Hebrew kabbala ‘trad- 
ition’] 0 cabbalism n. cabbalist n. cabbalistic ad. 

cabby 2. (also cabbie) ( p/. -ies) co/log. a taxi driver. 

caber n. a roughly trimmed tree trunk used in the 
Scottish Highland sport of tossing the caber. [from 
Gaelic cabar ‘pole’| 

Cabernet Sauvignon 2. a varicty of 
grape originally from the Bordeaux area of France. 
[French] 

cabin n. 1 a small shelter or house. & noc capin. 2 a 
room or compartment in an aircraft or ship fo1 


black wine 


passengers or crew. > winc. 3 a driver’s cab. [from 
Late Latin capanna] 

cabin boy 2. a boy who waits on a ship’s officers or 
passengers. 

cabin crew 7. the crew members on an aeroplane 
attending to passengers and cargo. 

cabin cruiser 7. a large motor boat with living 
accommodation. 

cabinet 7. 1 a ¥ a cupboard or case for storing or 
displaying articles. b a piece of furniture housing a 
radio or television set etc. 2 (Cabinet) the commit- 
tee of senior ministers responsible for controlling 
government policy. [based on cabin] 


open 
shelf 


projecting 
shelf 


glazed display 
cupboard 


\ closed cupboard 
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cabinetmaker 7. a skilled joiner. 0 cabinetmak- 
ing 7. 

Cabinet minister ». Bri, a member of the Cabinet. 

cabinetry 2. cabinets regarded collectively. 

cable e 7. 1 a thick rope of wire or hemp. 2 a an 
encased group of insulated wires for transmitting 
electricity or electrical signals. b a cablegram. 
C= capi reLEvision. 3. Naul. the chain of an anchor. 
4 (in full cable stitch, a knitted stitch resembling 
twisted rope. > KNtIT!Ac. @ z 1 a fm transmit (a 
message} by cablegram. b ix inform (a person) by 
cablegram. ¢ inf send a cablegram. 2 ¢ furnish or 
fasten with a cable or cables. [from Arabic hah 
Thalter | 

cable car n. a small cabin suspended on an endless 
cable by which it is drawn up and down a moun- 
tainside ete. 

cablegram 7. a telegraph message sent by uncler- 
sea cable ete. 

cable release n, Pholog a cable attached to a 
camera to allow the photographer to open the 
shutter without having to hold the camera. 

cable stitch see «wu x. 4. 

cable television 7». a television 
system with signals transmitted by 
subscribers’ sets. 

cabochon /kab-6-shon/ 7. 
also atin.) » a gem pol- 
ished but not faceted. 
> corm. [French, liter- 
ally ‘litde head’] o en 
cabochon of a gem} 
treated in this way. 


broadcasting 
cable to 


CABOCHON: 
SODALIVE GABOGHON 


caddy 


caboodle n.o the whole caboodle s/ang the whole 
lot (of persons or things). [] 9th-century US coinage] 

caboose n. 1 Brit. a kitchen on a ship’s deck. 
2 N. Amer. a guard’s van; a car on a freight train for 
workmen etc. [from Dutch cabuse} 

cabriole x. a kind of curved leg characteristic of 
Chippendale and Queen Anne furniture. [based 
on Italian capriolare ‘to jeap in the air’, from the 
resemblance to a leaping animal’s foreleg] 

cabriolet /kab-ri-6-lay/ n. 1 a light two-wheeled 
carriage with a hood, drawn by one horse. 2 a car 
with a folding top. [French, from cabniole ‘goat's 
leap’, applied to the carriage’s motion] 

cacao /ki-kah-oh/ 7. (pi. -os) 1 a seed pod from 
which cocoa and chocolate are made. > berry. 
2 a small evergreen tree, Theobroma cacao, bearing 
these. [from Aztec cacauatl| 

cache /kash/ e@ n. 1 a hiding place for treasure, 
provisions, ammunition, etc. 2 what is hidden m a 
cache. @ v.f7, put in a cache. [French] 

cachet /kash-ay/ n. 1 a distinguishing mark or 
seal. 2 prestige. 3 Med. a flat capsule enclosing a 
dose of unpleasant-tasting medicine. [French] 

cacique 7. I (in Latin America or the Spanish- 
speaking Caribbean) a native chief. 2 (in Spain or 
Latin America) a local political boss. [from Taino 
(an extinct Caribbean language)] 

cack-handed adj. Bri. collog. 1 awkward, clumsy. 
2 lefi-handed. [based on dialect cack ‘excrement’] 
o cack-handedly adv. cack-handedness 2. 

cackle e n. 1 a clucking sound as of a hen or a 
goose. 2 a loud silly laugh. 3 noisy inconsequential 
talk. @ v. 1 ini emit a cackle. 2 mir. talk noisily and 
inconsequentially. 3 f, utter or express with a 
cackle. [Middle Enghsh] 0 cut the cackle collog. 
stop talking aimlessly and come to the point. 

cacophony 7. ( //. -ies) a harsh discordant mixture 
of sound. {from Greek kakos ‘bad’ + phone ‘sound’] 
0 cacophonous ad). 

cactus 7. (pl. cacti /-ty/ 
or Cactuses) ® any succu- 
lent plant of the family 
Cactaceac. with a thick 
fleshy stem and usu. 
spines but no 
DB stCcunint. NLROPHY IE. 
ffrom Greek — kaktos 
‘cardoon’| 

CAD abér. computer- 


aided design. 


leaves. 


cad 2», a man who 
behaves dishon- 
ourably. [abbrevi- 


ation of cAppi in 
earlier sense ‘odd joh 
man’] o caddish ad). 


cadaver 7. esp, Aled. a ‘ 
I | central | radial 


corpse, [based on areole | ; 
Latin cadere ‘to fall’| oe Bue 
0 cadaveric ad). CACTUS: 


SPIN GAGS 
. Oreocereus intertexta, 


cadaverous a7). 
1 corpselike. 2 deathly 
pale 

caddie (also caddy) e 2. (pl. -ies) a person who 
assists a golfer durmg a match, by carrying clubs 
etc. @ vit. (caddies, caddied, caddying) act as 
caddie. [originally Scots in sense ‘errand boy’, from 
French cadet] 

caddie car 1. ( also caddie cart) Brit. a hight two- 
wheeled trolley for transporting golf clubs during a 
BAL 

caddis-fly 2. (//. -flies) a small mothlike insect of 
the order ‘Trichoptera, with aquatic 
> sanr\a. [1 7th-century coinage] 

caddish sec cv. 

caddis-worm 27. (also caddis) the aquatic larva of 
a ieee ; 

caddy'». ( p/. -ies; a box for tea. [earlier catty, a unit 
of we ae ( a th (0.6 1ke), from Malay] 


larvae. 


Lia 


caddy 


caddy? var. of canvir. 

cadence n. 1 a fall in pitch of the voice, esp. at the 
end of a phrase or sentence, 2 intonation, tonal 
inflection. 3 dus. the close of a musical phrase. 
4 rhythm; the measure or beat of sound or move- 
ment. [from Italian cadenza] 0 cadenced ad). 

cadential ad). of a cadence or cadenza. 

cadenza n. \fus. a virtuosi passage for a solo 
instrument or voice. usu. near the close of a move- 
ment of a concerto. {Italian| 

cadet 7. 1 a young traince in the armed services or 
police force. 2 a boy or girl of 13-18 who under- 
goes voluntary army, navy, or air force training, 
together with adventure training, occasionally also 
undertaking public duties. 3 NZ an apprentice in 
sheep farming, 4a younger son. [French| o cadet- 
ship uv. 

cadge ». 1 fr get or seck by begging. 2 mir beg. 
[1 9th-century comage| 0 cadger n. 

eadi 1”. (also kadi, ( //. -s) a judge ina Muslim coun- 
try. [Arabic Aad | 

cadmium 7. a bluish-white metallic 
element occurring naturally with zime ores, and 
used in the manufacture of solders and pigments 
and in electroplating, [based on Greek Aadmfejia (ge) 
‘Cadinean (earths, Aadmos. legendary 
founder of Thebes] 

cadmium yellow 7. an intcnse yellow pigment 
containing cadmium sulphide and used in paints 


ety 


soft tox 


from 


cadre /kar-der/ n. 1 a basic unit, esp. of service- 
men, forming a nucleus for expansion when neces- 
sary, 2 a a group of activists in a communist or 
other revolutionary party. b a member of such a 
group. {from Latin guadrus ‘square’ | 

caecilian /sev-sil-\an/ n. a burrowing wormlike 
amphibian of the order Apoda. having poorly 
developed eyes and no limbs. £  wenmivs. [Latin 
caecilia *slow-worny | 

caecum /see-kiini/ i. (US cecum | pl. -ca) Anal. a 
blind-ended pouch at the junction of the small and 
large intestines. > coLoy. [Latin, from (inlestinum) 
caecum “blind (gut) | 0 caecal ad). 

Caerphilly x. a kind of mild white cheese origin- 
ally made in Caerphilly in Wales, 

Caesar n. 1 the ude of the Roman emperors. 2 an 
autocrat. [Latin, family name of Gaius Julius 
Caesar, Roman statesman, 100-44 1 | 

Caesarean /siz-air-ian/ (also Caesarian) e@ ad). 
1 of Caesar or the Caesars. 2 (C'S also Ces-) iof a 
birth, effected by Caesarean section. @ 7. a 
Caesarean section. [from Latin Caesarianus} 

Caesarean section 7. an operation for delivering 
a child by cutting through the wall of the mother’s 
abdomen { Juhus Caesar supposedly having been 
horn this wav. 

caesium /see-zi-iim/ 1 (1S cesium: a rare soft 
silver-white clement, occurring in certain minerals. 
and used in photoelectric cells and atomic clocks. 
[Latin neut. of caesiuy ‘bluish or greyish 
from its spectrum lines] 


green’, 


caesura /siz-yoor-A/ 1. | pl. caesuras Prowdy a 
pause near the middle of a line. [Latin, hterally 
‘cutting | 

cafard /kaf-ar/ n. melancholta. [French, literally 
‘cockroach’ | 

café 1. also cafe) La small coffee house or restaur- 
ant. 2.\. .dmern a bar or nightclub, {French, literally 
‘collee. cotlee house | 

cafeteria /). a restaurant in which customers collect 
then meals on trays at a counter and usu. pay 
helore sitting down to eat |from Latin American 
Spanish cafeleria-collee shop’ | 

cafetiére /kal-Ci-yair, 1. Brit, a coffee pot with a 
plunger that pushes the grounds to the bottom 
jFrench| 

caff n. Brit. sli 

caffeine 7. an alkaloid drug with stimulant action. 
round in tea leaves and cotlee beans. [fram French] 


Seah 


caftan var. of KW 


118 A 


cage e 7. 1 a structure of bars or wires for confining 
animals or birds. 2 any similar open framework, 
esp. an enclosed platform or lift in a mine or the 
compartment for passengers in a lift. @ vf” place or 
keep in a cage. [from Latin cavea} 

cagey adj. (also cagy) (cagier, cagiest) collog. 
cautious and uncommiunicative. [20th-century US 
coinage| 0 cagily adi. caginess 7. (also cageyness). 

cagoule 7. a thin hooded outer jacket. [French, 
literally “cowl’] 

cahoots 7.//. in cahoots s/ang in collusion. [1 9th- 
century coinage] 

caiman var. of CAYMAN. 

Cain n. 0 raise Cain collog. make a disturbance; 
create trouble. [from Caz, eldest son of Adam, who 
murdered his brother (Gen. 4)] 

Cainozoic var. of Cexozoic. 

caique 7. 1 a light rowing boat used on the 
Bosporus. 2 a small eastern Mediterranean sailing 
ship. [Turkish kapzh] 

cairn 7. 1 a mound of rough stones built as a monu- 
ment or lancimark, 2 (in full cairn terrier) ¥ a small 

terrier of a breed with short legs, a 
longish body, and a shaggy coat. 

[from Gaelic] 


CAIRN TERRIER 


caisson 7. La watertight chamber in which under- 
water construction work can be done. 2 a floating 
vessel used as a floodgate in docks. 3 an ammiuni- 
tion chest or wagon. [from Italian cassone| 

cajole v/r. (often foll. by imo, oul of ) persuade by flat- 
tery, deceit, ete. [from French cajoler] 0 cajolery n. 

Cajun /kay-jiin/ @ 7. a French-speaking descend- 
ant of early settlers in Acadia, living esp. in the 
bayou areas of southern Louisiana. @ adj. of or 
relating to the Cajuns. [alteration of Acadzan| 

cake e 7. 1 a a mixture of flour, butter, eggs, sugar, 
etc., baked in the oven. b a quantity of this baked ina 
flat round or ornamental shape. 2 a other food in a 
flat round shape (fish cake). b= carite cake. 3 a flattish 
compact mass (@ cake of soap), @ 2. 1 &: & mtr form into 
a compact mass, 2 é cover (with a hard or sucky mass) 
boots caked with mud). G have one’s cake and eat it 
vollog. enjoy both of two mutually exclusive alterna- 
lives. a piece of cake collog. something easily 
achieved. sell (or go, like hot cakes be sold (or go) 
quickly: be popular, a slice of the cake collog. par- 
icipation in benefits. [Middle English] 

cakewalk 7. 1 a dance developed from an Ameri- 
can black contest in graceful walking with a cake as 
a prize. 2 collog. an easy task. 

Cal. abbr California. 

eal abby. calorivis) 


calabash 1. 1 a an evergreen tree. Crescentia cuyete. 
caring fruit in the form of large gourds. b a gourd 
rom this wee 2 the shell of this or a similar gourd 
used as a vessel etc. [froni Spanish calabaza] 
calabrese /kal-a-breess, kal-a-bray-si/ n. Brit. a 
arge succulent variety of sprouting broccoli. [Ital- 
ian, literally ‘of Calabria’, an Mtalian region] 
calamari /kal-d-mar-}/ ”.p/. squid served as food. 
[tahian| 


calamine pn. a pink powder consisting of zinc 
carbonate and ferric oxide. used in lotions and oint- 
ments. [based on Latin cadmia, related to cavmium] 


calculus 


calamity n. (p/. -ies) 1 a disaster. 2 a adversity. 
b deep distress. [from Latin calamitas] 0 calami- 
tous adj. calamitously adv. 

cale- comb. form lime or calcium. 

calcareous /kal-kair-iiis/ adj. (also calearious) of 
or containing calcium carbonate. [from Latin 
calcarius| 

calceolaria /kal-si-6-lair-ia/ n. a plant of the S. 
American genus Calceolana (figwort family), with 
slipper-shaped flowers. [based on Latin calceolus 
‘litle shoe’ | 

calceolate ad). Boi. slipper-shaped. 

calciferol /kal-sif-é-rol/ n. one of the D vitamins, 
essential for the deposition of calcium in bones. 

calciferous adj, yielding calcium salts, esp. calcium 
carbonate. [based on Latin calx calc- ‘lime’] 

calcify 1/7, © intr (-ies, -ied) 1 harden or become 
hardened by deposition of calcium salts. 2 convert 
or be converted to calcium carbonate. 0 calcifica- 
tion 7. 

calcine v. 1 @& a reduce, oxidize, or desiccate by 
strong heat. b burn to ashes; consume by fire. 
ce reduce to calcium oxide by roasting or burning. 
2 i, consume or purify as if by fire. 3 wt. undergo 
any of these. [from Late Latin calcima ‘lime’] 
O calcination x. 

calcite n. ¥ natural crystalline calcium carbonate. 
> maretr. [from German Calcif] 


CALCITE CRYSTALS 


calcium 7. a soft grey metallic element occurring 
naturally in limestone, chalk, gypsum, etc. [based 
on Latin calx cale- ‘lime’] 

calcium carbonate 7..a white insoluble solid 
occurring naturally as chalk, limestone, marble, 
and calcite, and used in the manufacture of lime 
and cement. 

calcium hydroxide 7. a white crystalline powder 
used in the manufacture of plaster and cement. 

calcium oxide 7. a white solid alkaline compound, 
commonly produced in the form of quicklime (see 
nin 1), 

calcium phosphate ». the main constituent of 
animal bones, used as bone ash fertihzer. 

calculable ad. able to be calculated or estimated. 
0 calculability 7. 

calculate », 1 / ascertain or determine before- 
hand, esp. by mathematics or by reckoning, 
2 wv. plan deliberately. 3 iniy, (foll. by on, upon) make 
an essential part of one’s reckoning (calculaied on a 
quick response). [based on Late Latin caleulatus 
‘counted, reckoned’| o calculative adj. 

calculated «adj. 1 (of an action) done with aware- 
ness of the likely consequences. 2 (foll. by to + 
infin.) designed or suitable. G caleulatedly adi. 

calculating adj. (of a person) shrewd, scheming, 
o calculatingly adi. 

calculation 1. 1 the act or process of calculating, 
2 a result got by calculating. 3 a reckoning or fore- 
cast. 

calculator 7. 1 a device used for making math- 
ematical calculations. 2 person or thing that 
calculates. 

calculus x. {//. calculuses or calculi) 1 a a 
particular method of calculation or reasoning 
aleulus of probabilities). b Math. the infinitesimal 
calculuses of integration or differentiation (see inrt- 
GRAD CALCULUS, DIP EREN CLAL CALCULUS), 2 Med. a stone 


caldera 


CALLIGRAPHY 


Over the past 2,000 years the alphabet has been written in 
a wide range of scripts. Some are formal and have been 
used as an expression of authority. Cursive (joined-up) 
forms, meanwhile, are quickly written for everyday trans- 
actions. ‘Today’s calligraphers can also select the 
tool most appropriate to their choice of 
script — either traditional, such as a 
quill, or modern, like a dip pen. 
Each letter is then formed 
by a recommended 
sequence of 
strokes, as 
shown here. 


} 


G hairline space-filling | 
tail device 


direction of 
stroke 


EXAMPLES OF CALLIGRAPHIC SCRIPTS 


ada 


EARLY TNC TEXTURA 
{ GOTHIC PRESGISUS 


WRITING TOOLS 


— 


BROAD S\BLE BRUSH 


—— 


POINTED SABLL BRUSH 


CALLIGRAPHIC FOUNTAIN PEN 


DIP PEN 


FIBRE-TIPPED PEN 


rl 
QUILL 


Sweeping 
curved stroke 


FORMATION OF 
THE LETTER ID IN 
ROTUNDA CAPITALS 


dip pen 


or concretion of minerals formed within the body, 

esp. in the kidney or gall bladder. (Latin, literally 

‘small stone used in reckoning on an abacus’ | 
caldera 7. a large volcanic crater, esp. one formed 

by the collapse of the voleano’s mouth. > voicano, 

[Spanish, from Latin caldana ‘boiling pot’ | 
caldron var. Of CAULDRON. 

Caledonian e adj. 1 of or relating to Scotland. 
2 Geol. of a mountain-forming period in Europe in 
the Palaeozoic era. @ n. a Scotsman. [from Caledo- 
nia, Latin name for northern Britain} 

calendar 7, 1 a system by which the beginning, 
tength, and subdivisions of the year are fixed. 2 a 
chart or series of pages showing the days, weeks. and 
months of a particular year, or giving special 
seasonal information. 3 a timetable or programme 
of appointments, events, etc. [from Latin calendarium 
‘account book’] 0 calendric adj. calendrical ad). 

calender e 7. a machine in which cloth, paper, etc., 
is pressed by rollers to glaze or smooth it. @ v.é7, press 
in a calender. [from French calendre(r) | 

calends 7.f/. (also kalends) the first of the month 
in the ancient Roman calendar. [from Latin falen- 
dae, first day of the month, when the order of days 
was proclaimed| 

calendula ». any plant of the genus Calendula (daisy 
family), with large yellow or orange flowers. 
[modern Latin| 

calf ' n. (pl. calves) 1 a young bovine anmnal. 2 the 
young of other animals, e.g. elephant, deer, and 
whale. [Old English] o calflike aq). 

calf? n (pl. calves) the fleshy hind part of the 


human leg below the knee. [from Old Norse ka/fi] 

0 -calved ad). 
calf love n. romantic 

between adolescents. 


in comb, . 

attachment or affection 

calfskin 7. calf leather. 

calibrate vf 1 mark (a gauge) with a standard 
scale of readings. 2 correlate the readings of (an 
instrument) with a standard. 3 determine the cali- 
bre of. 4 determine the correct capacity or value of. 
(based on cauiske] O calibrator n. 

calibration 7. 1 the act or process of calibrating 
something. 2 each of a set of graduations on an 
instrument etc. 

calibre ». (('S caliber) 1 a the internal diameter of 
a gun or tube. b the diameter of a bullet or shell. 
2 strength or quality of character; ability, umport- 
ance. [from Arabic kalzb ‘mould’| 0 calibred ad), 
falso in comb.). 

calico e 7. { pl. -oes or N. Amer. -os) 1 Brit. a cotton 
cloth, esp. plain white or unbleached. 2.4. Amer a 
printed cotton fabric. @ ad. 1 made of calico. 
2 N. Amer. multicoleured, piebald. [from Calicut 
(now Kozhikode), a port in India| 

Californian e adj. of or relating to California, a 
state on the Pacific coast of N. America. @ 7. a 
native or inhabitant of California. 

californium 7. Chem. a transuranic radioactive 
metallic element produced artificially from curium. 
[based on Caljornia, where first made} 

caliper var. of CALurLr. 

caliph n. esp. Aust. the chief Muslim civil and reli- 


callous 


gious ruler, regarded as the successor of Muham- 
mad. [from Arabic Aalifa ‘successor’] 0 caliphate rn. 

calisthenics var. of CALLISTHENICS. 

calix var. of catyx. 

calk US var. of cauik. 

calle v. 1 mix a cry, shout; speak loudly. b (of a bird or 
animal) emit its characteristic note or cry, 2 é commu- 
nicate with by telephone or radio. 3 & a summon (will 
you call the children? ). b arrange for (a person or thing) 
to come or be present (called a taxi), 4 mix. esp. Bri. pay 
a brief visit (called at the house; called in to see you). 5 tr. 
a order to take place; fix a tme for (called a meeting). 
b direct to happen; announce (call a halt). 6 a itr. 
require one’s attention (duty calls). b t& urge, invite, 
nominate (call to the bar). 7 tr name; describe as (call her 
Della). 8 tr, regard or estimate as (J call that silly). 9 tr 
rouse from sleep. 10 intr, guess the outcome of tossing 
a coin etc. 11 mtr (foll. by for) order, require (called for 
silence). 12 tz: (foll. by over) read out (a list of names to 
determine those present). 13 imix (foll. by on, upon) 
appeal to; request or require (called on us to be quiet). 
14 & Cards specify (a suit or contract) in bidding. 
ex. 1 ashout or cry; an act of calling. 2 a the charac- 
teristic cry of a bird or animal. b an imitation of this. 
c an instrument for imitating it. 3 a brief’ vasit (paid 
them a call), 4 a an act of telephoning, b a telephone 
conversation. 5 a an invitation or summons. b an 
appeal or invitation to follow a certain profession, set 
of principles, etc. 6 (foll. by for, or ¢ + infin.) a duty, 
need, or occasion (no call for violence). 7 (foll. by for, on) a 
demand (not much call for it these days; a call on one’s lime). 
8 a signal on a bugle etc.; a signalling whistle. 9 Cards 
aa player’s right or turn to make a bid. b a bid made. 
D at call = on call. call away divert, distract. call a 
person’s bluff sce siurr’. call forth elicit. call in vy 
1 withdraw from circulation. 2 seek the advice or 
services of. call in (or into) question dispute; doubt 
the validity of: call into play give scope for; make use 
of. call off 1 cancel (an arrangement etc.). 2 order (an 
attacker or pursuer) to desist.scall of nature a need 
to urinate or defecate. call out 1 summon (troops 
ete.) to action. 2 order (workers) to strike. call the 
shots (or tune) be in control; take the initiative. call 
a spade a spade sce srnt.'. call to account see 
\ccount. call to order 1 request to be orderly. 
2 declare (a meeting) open. call up 1 reach by tele- 
phone. 2 imagine, recollect. 3 summon, esp. to serve 
in the army. on call 1 (of a doctor etc.) available if 
required but not formally on duty. 2 (of money lent) 
repayable on demand. [trom Old Norse kalla| 

call centre 7. an office in which large numbers of tele- 
phone calls, esp. from customers, are handled for an 
organization. 

caller 7. 1 a person who pays a visit or makes a tele- 
phone call. 2 a person who calls out numbers in a 
game, directions in a dance, etc, 

call-girl n. a prostitute who accepts appointments 
by telephone. 

calligraphy 7. 1 handwriting, esp. when fine. 
2 A the art of handwriting. [from Greek kallos 
‘beauty + graphia ‘writing’|] 0 calligrapher 2. 
calligraphic ad). 

calling 7. 1 a profession or occupation. 2 an 
inwardly felt summons; a vocation. 

calling card 7. N. Amer. = visirinc carn, 

calliper (also caliper) en. 1 (in pl.) compasses with 
bowed legs for measuring the diameter of convex 
bodies, or with out-turned points for measuring 
internal dimensions. 2 (in full calliper splint) Brit. 
a metal splint to support the leg. @ u.éz measure with 
callipers. [apparently variant of caipre] 

callisthenics 7.p/. (US calisthenics) gymnastic 
exercises to achieve bodily fitness and grace of 
movement. [based on Greek kallos “beauty” + sthenoy 
‘strength | 

callosity 1. (p/. -ies) a hard thick area of skin. 

callous e adj. 1 unfeeling. 2 (of skin) hardened on 
hard. @ [from Latin callosus 
‘calloused’] OG calloused adj. callously ad: in 

callousness /) 


Vs Sere il, 


sense | ol adj 


He 


call-out 


call-out 1. an instance of being called out, esp. in 
order to do repairs. 

callow adj. inexperienced, immature. [Old English 
calu, in early sense ‘bald’, hence “unfledged, imma- 
ture’| Go callowness ». 

call sign x. (also call signal, a broadcast signal 
identifying the radio transmitter used, 

call-up ». the act or process of calling up see call up 3). 

callus 7. 1 a hard thick area of skin or ussuc, 2 a 
hard tissue formed round bone ends after a trac- 
ture, 3. Bot. a new protective tissue formed over a 
wound. [Latin, literally “hardened ski’] 

calm e «adj. 1 tranquil, quiet, winclless (@ calm sea). 
2 \of a person or disposition) settled: not agitated 
tremained calm throughout the ordeal). 3 confident (his 


calm assumption that we would wails, @ n. 1a state of 


being calm; sullness, serenity. 2 a period without 
wind or storm. @ a(n & int. make or become calin, 
[from Greek dauma “heat .of the day] 0 calmly 
adv. calmness 1. 

calmative «dj. .\ Jed. tending to calni or seclate. 

calomel ». mercury chloride, HgoCls, a white 
powder formerly usec as a purgative. [modern 
Latin] 

Calor gas 7. Bri. propr quefied butane gas stored 
under pressure in containers for domestic usc. 
[from Latin calor heat’, 

caloric adj. of heat or calories. 

calorie 1. (also calory) (//. -ies) a unit of heat 
energy: Lin full small calorie: the encrey needed 
to raise the temperature of | gram of wate 
through 1 CG (now usu. defined as 4.1868 joules). 
2\in full large calorie) the energy necded to raise 
the temperature of | kilogram of water through 


1 CG, often used to measure the energy value of 


foods. [based on Latin calor heat] 

calorific adj. producing heat. 0 calorifically ad. 

calorific value 7. the amount of heat prockiced by 
a specified quantity of fuel, food. ete. 

calorimeter 7. any of various mstruments for 
measuring quantity of heat. 0 calorimetric ad). 
calorimetry 1. 

calory var of «wont, 

calumet 1. <4. N. American 
Indian peace pipe. [french] 


hollow 
wooden  Calwmniate cin slander. 
based on Latin cafamnatus 


gee ‘slandered’| oO calumni- 
ation 7, calumniator ». 
calumniatory «dj. 
calumny e 7, | pi. 
-ies 1 dander: mali- 
clous representauion. 
2 Fant 
this. @ id .-ies. 
-ied: slander. 
[from Latin ca 
fannia| a ca- 
lumnious «d). 


Cagle 
feuther 


calvados 

moan apple 

brandy. {name 

of a department 

of Normans, 

france, where it is 
made. | 


mouthpiece 


calve *. 1 inf give birth 
toacall. 2 f. (esp. m passive 
vive birth tov calls. 3 of calso 
dosol. ot anicebere break olf or shecl ta mass of ice) 
calves fi! ol oii 7 


CALUMET 


Calvinism 7. the theology of the French theolo- 
agian J. Galvin d 
predestination and justification by (faith are import- 
ant elements. [from French caleman| o Calvinist 
n. Calvinistic «/). 


lod) or his followers. in which 


calypso x. (f/. -os: 1a hincl of Wo Indian music in 

syncopated Affican rhvtim, ust improvised ona 
topical theme. 2 a song in this style 
coinage] 


0th-century 


eit 


instance of, 


CAMCORDER 


There are two main parts to a camcorder - a 
camera and a video recorder. The basic func- 
tions are usually automatic so that when the 
power is switched on the camcorder can 
record, The recording can be played 

back using the viewfinder as 4 

a monitor, while the 
sound can be 
checked 
with 
head- 
phones. 


zoom lens 7 


calyx 1. (also calix, ( p/. calyces or calyxes) 1 Bol. ¥ 
the sepals collectively, form- 
ing the protective layer of 
a flower in bud. 2 Biol. 
any cuplike cavity or 
structure, {from Greek 
kalux “bud case, husk’| 

calzone 7. a type of pizza 
that is folded in half before 
cooking to contain a filling, 
{Italian clalect, probably a 
special use of calzone ‘trouser 
lew’ | 

cam 7. a projecuion on a rotat- 
ing part in machinery, shaped to 
impart motion to the part in 
contact with it. [from Dutch fam ‘comb’, 
as in kanvad ‘cogwhecl’] 

camaraderie /katn-i-rah-clé-ree/ 7. mutual trust 
and sociability among friends. [Frencl} 

camber e 7. 1 the slightly convex or arched shape 
of the surface of a road, ship’s deck, aircraft wing. 
ete. 2 Brit. = svnk'n. 4a. 3 the slight sideways incli- 
nauon of the front wheel of a motor vehicle. [based 
on Latin camurus ‘curved inwards’ | 

cambium 7. (//. cambia or cambiums ; Jot. 
cellular plant tissue responsible for the increase in 
girth of stems and roots. & stim, wooo. [medieval 
Latin, literally “change, exchange’| 


CAMEL 


| There are two species of camel: the Arabian 
and the Bactrian. Both gam nourishment 
from desert plants, and store it in their 
humps. When food is scarce, fat in the 


BAGIRIAN 
(ONAL 


optical filler 


CALYX 
AROUND A 
TLOWLR BUD 


(Camelus bactrianus | 


camel-hair 


ved uf 


_ magnifying lens 


miniature 
TV screen 


tape 


~ pinch wheel 


capstan 
anele do recording edinun 


\ charge-coupled device image sensor 


MECHANISM OF A CAMCORDER 


Cambodian e 7. 1 a a native or 
national of Cambodia (Kampuchea) 
in SE Asia. b a person of Cambo- 
dian descent. 2 the language of 
Cambodia. e ad. of or relating to 
Cambodia or its people or language. 
Cambrian e adj. 1 Welsh. 2 Geol. of or relat- 
ing to the first period in the Palaeozoic era. @ 7. 
this period or system. [based on Welsh Cymru 
‘Wales’ ] 
cambric 7. a fine white linen or cotton 
fabric. [from Aameryk, Flemish form of Cambrai 
in N. France, where originally made] 
Cambridge blue Bri/. en. a pale blue. @ adj. 
hyphenated when aétib) of this colour. [adopted 
by Cambridec University in S. England] 
camcorder »). A a combined video camera and 
video recorder. 
came fast of come. <i) 
camel e ». ¥ a large cud-chewing mammal, domes- 
ticated in parts of Africa and Asia, with slender 
legs. broad cushioned feet, and cither one or two 
fatty humps on the back. [from Greek Kameélos] 
cameleer 7. a camel driver. 
camel-hair 7. (also camel’s-hair) 1 a the hair of 
a camel. b a fabric made of this (often attrib.: 
camel-hair coal), 2 a fine soft hair used in artists’ 
brushes. 


humps is used up and they shrink. Arabian 
camels can lose up to one third of their 
body fluid; they can, however, drink 100 
litres (about 20 gallons) at one time. 


ARABIAN GAMEL 


(Camels 
dromedarius) 


v 
i. 


Bird 7 


creen | 


camellia 


camellia /ki-mee-lii/ n. < 
any evergreen shrub of the 
genus Camellia, native to E. 
Asia, with shiny leaves and 
showy flowers. [named 
after 7 Aamel, 17th-century 
Jesuit botanist] 
Camembert /kam-ém- 
bair/ n. a kind of rich soft 
creamy cheese. > cHresr. 
[from Camembert in N. 
France] 
cameo 7. (f/.-os) lam asmall 
piece of hard stone carved in 
relief with a background of 
a different colour. b a simi- 
lar relief design using other 
materials. 2 a a_ short 
descriptive literary sketch 
or acted scene. b a small 
vharacter part in a play or 
film. {from medieval Latin 
cammaeus| 


CAMELLIA 
(Camellia ‘Dream Boat’) 


camera 7. 1 » an apparatus 
for taking photographs or 
moving film. 2 Telev. a piece 
of equipment which forms an 
optical image and converts it into 
electrical impulses for transmission or storage. 
oO in camera 1 Law in a judge's private room, 
2 privately; not in public. [Latin, literally ‘vault, 
arched chamber’ | 


CAMEO 
CoNRAebsID) IN 
SARDONYN 


cameraman /. (//.-men) a person who operates a 
camera professionally, esp. in film-making or televi- 
sion. 

camera obscura 7, (//. camera obscuras) ¥ a 
darkened box or room with a lens or aperture for 
projecting the image of an external object on to a 

screen inside. [Latin, literally 

‘dark chamber’ } 


inverted 
image 


light rays 
Jrom object 


lens 


CAMERA OBSCURA: 
DEMONSTRATION OF 
HOW AN IMAGIOTS 
PROJLCTED 


camera-ready adj. Printing (of copy) in a form suil- 
able for immediate photographic reproduction. 

camerawork 7. the technique of using cameras in 
films or television. 

camiknickers 71.//. ril, 2 one-piece undergarment 
worn by women. 

camisole 7. a woman’s under-bodiice. 


[from Spanish camzsola| 

camomile 7. (also chamo- 
mile) any of several aromatic 
plants of the daisy family with 
white and yellow daisy-like flow- 

esp. Chamaemelum _ nobile. 
> urn. [from Greek khamaimélon 
‘earth-apple’, from the scent of 
its flowers] 

camouflage /kam-6-flahz)/ @ n. 
1 a the disguising of military 
equipment, vehicles, etc. to make 
them blend with their surroundings. 
b such 
2 the natural colouring of an animal 
which enables it to blend in 
with its surroundings, 3 any 
means of disguise or evasion. 


mE: 


a disguise.  COMBAL DRESS. 


BUTTERFLY AJ 


CAMOUFLAGE; LLAI 
RLSI 


CAMERA 


All cameras have the same basic design - a 
lightproof container with a lens opposite a 
light-sensitive surface. The 35 mm SLR 
(single-lens reflex) is the most popular format 
for stills photography. This is because it allows 
both photographer and lens to see the subject 
framed in exactly the same way. Light from 
the subject enters the lens, reflects off a 
mirror, and travels through the 

pentaprism to the rear eyepiece. 

Pressing the shutter release 
flips the mirror out of the 
way, then operates the 
shutter to expose 
the film. Most 
digital cameras 
have a viewing 
screen for instant 
feedback. 


rear eyepiece 


Jrame counter 


shulter- ; 
speed dial / 


shutter 
release 
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Jilm spool i shutler 


Silm | 
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program rlewing window menu selectar 
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BACK VIEW OF A DIGITAL CAMERA 
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angled 
_ mirror 
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light path 


front lens 
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clements lens housing 


CUTAWAY VIEW OF A. 35 MM SLR CAMERA 


« 


@ :.7, hide or disguise by means of camoutflage. [based 
on Italian camuffare ‘to disguise, deceive’ | 

camp’ e 7. 1 a place where troops are lodged or 
trained, 2 temporary overnight lodging in tents etc. in 
the open. 3 a temporary accommodiation of various 
kinds, usu. consisting of huts or tents, for detamecs, 
homeless persons, etc. b a complex of buildings for 
holiday accommodation. 4 an ancient fortified site o1 
its remains. 5 the adherents of a particular doctrine 
regarded collectively ‘the monetarst camp). @ v.intr 1 sel 
up or spend time in a camp (in sense | or 2 of n,), 
2 lodge in temporary quarters or in the open. [from 
Latin campus ‘level ground’| G camping ». 

camp? collog. @ adj. 1 affected. effeminate. 2 homo- 
sexual. 3 done in an exaggerated way for effect. @ 7. 
a camp manner or style. @ vai: & tr behave or do 
in a camp way. 0 camp it up overact: behave 
affectedly. [20th-century coinage] O campy ad). 
campier, campiest). 

campaign e 1. 1 an organized course of action for 
a particular purpose, esp. to arouse public mterest. 

2 aa series of military operations in 

hutterfly’s a definite area or to achieve a 

head particular objective. b military 

service in the field (on campaign. 

e@ vit conduct a campaign. 
[from Late Latin campania ‘open 
country | O campaigner 1. 


mune 


campanile /kam-pa-nee-li/ 7. 
a bell tower (usu. free-standing). 
esp. in Italy. Italian, based on 
campana “bell’| 
campanology 7. 1 the study of 
bells. 2 the art or practice of bell- 
ringing, [based on Late Latin 
campana bell’) o campanologist . 
campanula /kam-pan-yuu-la/ 1. 
any plant of the genus Campanula. with 
bell-shaped usu. blue, purple, or white 
flowers. [modern Latin, literally “little 


hell] 


camp bed ». Bri/. a folding portable bed of a kind 
used in camping. 

camper 7. 1 a person who lives temporarily in a 
tent, hut, etc. 2 a large motor vehicle with accom- 
modation for camping out. 

campfire 7). an open-air fire in a camp ete. 

camp follower 7. 1 a civilian worker in a military 
camp. 2 a disciple or adherent. 

campground 7. = ¢ \WwirsiiL. 

camphor i. a white translucent crystalline volatile 
substance with aromatic smell and bitter taste. used 
to make celluloid and in medicine. [from Sanskrit 
karpuram| 

camphorate u/i: with 
camphor. 

campion x. 1 any plant of the genus Silene (pink 
family), with notched flowers. 2 a sumuar cultivated 
plant of the genus Lychnis. 


impregnate or treat 


campsite 7. a place for camping, 

campus 7. (/)/. campuses) the grounds and build- 
ings of a university or college. [Latin, literally 
‘field’ | 

campylobacter 7. a curved or spiral bacterium of 
the genus Campylobacter, esp. as a cause of food 
poisoning. [from Greek kampulos ‘bent’ + bakterion 
‘little stick’] 

camshaft n. a 
attached to it. 


shaft with one or more cams 


Can. abbr, Canada: Canadian. 

can! v.aux. (3rd sing. present can; past could, (foll. by 
infin, without fo, or absol.; present and past only in 
use! La be able to; know how to (J can run fast; can 
he?. can you speak German? ). b be potentially capable 
of «you can do ut if you try). ¢ Gn past) collog. feel 
inchned to UZ could murder him. 2 be permitted to (can 
re go to the party? ). [Old English cunnan ‘to know’ | 

can* @ 7. 1 a vessel for holding liquids. 2 a tin 
container in which food or drink is hermetically 
scaled to enable storage over long periods. 3 yin p/ 
Brit. slang headphones. 4 (prec. by the) slang a prison 


Canada goose 


(sent to the can). b .V. Amer. lavatory. @ vr, (canned, 
canning) 1 put or preserve in a can. 2 record on 
film or tape for future use. 3.4. Amer. collog. remove; 
dismiss (he was canned from his job). in the can collog. 
completed. [Old English] 0 canner 7. 

Canada goose 7. a wild goose, Branta canadensis, 
with brownish-grey plumage and white cheeks and 
breast, native to N. America. 

Canadian e 7. 1 a native or national of Canada. 
2 a person of Canadian descent. @ ad). of or relat- 
ing to Canada. 

canal 7. 1 an artificial waterway for inland naviga- 
tion or irrigation. 2 any of various tubular ducts in 
a plant or animal, for carrying food, liquid, or air. 
[from Italian canale ‘channel’] 

canal boat 7. a long narrow boat for use on canals. 

canalize vir (also -ise) 1 make a canal through. 
2 convert (a river) into a canal. 3 provide with 
canals. 4 give the desired direction or purpose to. 
0 canalization vn. 

canapé /kan-a-pay/ n. a small piece of bread or 
pastry with a savoury on top. [French] 

canard 7. an unfounded rumour or story. [French, 
literally ‘duck, hoax’] 

canary 7. ( p/. -ies) any of various small finches of 
the genus Serinus, esp. S. canara, a songbird native to 
the Canary Islands, with mainly yellow plumage. 
{from Old Spanish canario ‘of the Canary Islands’, 
west of Africa] 

canasta n. a card game using two packs and resem- 
bling rami, 

cancan 7. a lively stage-dance with high kicking, 
performed by women in long skirts and petticoats. 
| French] 

cancel ». (cancelled, cancelling: ['S also 
canceled. canceling) 1 ¢ a revoke (a previous 
arrangement). b discontinue (an arrangement in 
progress). 2 fv, delete (writing etc.). 3 f. mark or 
pierce (a stamp etc.) to invalidate it. 4 & annul: 
make void. 5 (often foll. by owt) a é (of one factor or 
circumstance) neutralize (another). b mr (of two 
factors or circumstances) neutralize each other. 6 ¢. 
ath. strike out (an equal factor) on each side of an 
equation or from the numerator and denominator 
of a fraction. {from Latin cancellare| OQ canceller n. 

cancellation n. ({’S also cancelation) 1 the act 
or an instance of cancelling or being cancelled. 
2 something that has been cancelled, esp. a booking 
or reservation. 

cancellous adj. (of a bone) having pores. 
> pons. [based on Latin cancelli lattice’ | 
cancer 7. 1 a any 

malignant tumou: 
from an abnormal 
and uncontrolled 
division of body 
cells. b a disease 
caused by this, 2 an 
evil influence — or 
corruption — spreading 
uncontrollably, 3 (Can- 
cer) a -Asfron. <4. constella- 


CANCER: ; : 
FIGURE OF A tion (the Crab}, said to 
CRAB FORMED represent a crab crushed 

under the foot of Hercules. 


FROM THE STARS 
OF CANCER b Asfo/. the fourth sign of the 
zodiac. which the Sun enters at 
the summer solstice (about 21 
June). & sopiw. © Asfrol. a person born when the 
Sun is in this sign. o tropic of Cancer see (rorn 
n. |. [Latin, literally ‘crab, cancer’] G Cancerian 7 
& adj. (in sense 3b, c). cancerous ad). 
candela »), the ST unit of luminous intensity. [Latin, 
literally ‘candle’ | 
candelabrum ». (also candelabra) | f/. cande- 
labra. candelabras: (\S also candelabrums) a 
large branched candlestick or lamp holder. [Latin] 


a Usage Strictly speaking, candelabra is the plural of 
candelabrum and is best kept so in written English. 


Candelabra singular, and candelabras yplural) are 


29 


cannibal 


often found in informal use, while im American 
English candelabrums (plural) is also used. 


candid adj. 1 frank; not hiding one’s thoughts. 2 (of | 


a photograph) taken infarmally, usu. without the 
subject’s knowledge. [earlier in sense ‘white’, hence 
‘pure, ingenuous’: from Latin candidus ‘white’] 
0 candidly ad. candidness n. 

candida n. any yeastlike parasitic fungus of the 
genus Candida, esp. C. albicans, which causes thrush. 
[modern Latin] : 

candidate 7. 1 a person who secks or is nominated 
for an office, award, etc. 2 a person or thing likely 
to gain some distinction or position. 3 a person 
entered for an examination. [from Latin candidatus 
‘white-robed’, describing Roman _ candidates| 
O candidacy n. candidature n. Bril. 

candle nz. 1 a cylinder or block of wax or tallow 
with a central wick, for giving light when burning. 
2 = canpibrowrrk. O cannot hold a candle to is 
much inferior to. not worth the candle not justi- 
fying the cost or trouble. [based on Latin candére ‘to 
shine | 

candleholder », = canpiestick. 

candlelight 7, light provided by 
o candlelhit ad). 

Candlemas 7. a Christian feast with blessing of 
candles (2 Feb.), commemorating the purification 
of the Virgin Mary and the presentation of Christ 
in the Temple. (Old English] 

candlepower #. a unit of Jumimous intensity. 

candlestick 7. a holder for one or more candles. 

candlewick n. 1 a thick soft cotton yarn. 2 mater- 
ial made from this, usu. with a tufted pattern. 

can-do altribad. designating a determination or 
willingness to achieve something (‘he American can do 
philosophy). 

candour /kan-der/ n, (U/S candor) frankness. 
[from Latin candor ‘whiteness’, related to canvin| 

C. & W. abbr. country and western. 

candy e 7. (//. -ies) 1 (in full sugar-candy) Bri. 
sugar crystallized by repeated boiling and slow 
evaporation. 2.\. Amer, sweets; a sweet. @ 7./r (-ies, 
-ied) (usu. as candied adj.) preserve by coating and 
impregnating with a sugar syrup (candied fruil). 
[based on Arabic kand “sugar | 

candyfloss 7. Brit. a fluffy mass of spun sugar 
wrapped round a stick. 

candytuft 7. any of various cruciferous plants of 
the genus /berts, with white, pink, or purple flowers 
in tufts. [based on Candy, obsolete form of Candia 
“Crete’] 

cane e 7. 1 a the hollow jointed stem of giant reeds 
or grasses (bamboo cane). b the solid stem of slender 
palms (malacca cane), 2 = sucar cane. 3 a raspberry 
cane. 4 material of cane used for wickerwork etc 


candles. 


| CANNON 


Until the mid-19th century, cannon were muzzle- 
loading. When preparing to fire, the gunners would 

| ram gunpowder and a cannon ball down the bore of 
the barrel from the muzzle. When ready to fire, a 


lighted portfire was apphed to the vent. Such 


cannon were superseded by more efficient breech- 


loadmg weapons. 


| ring for attachment of 
liniber (ammunition ' carriage 


CANT LALE) 


LOVH-CENTLURY BRITISH 
MUZZLEL-LOADING GANNON 


wheel 


5 aa cane used as a walking stick or a support for 
a plant or an instrument of punishment. b any 
slender walking stick. @ ui 1 beat with a cane. 
2 weave cane into (a chair etc.). [from Greek kanna] 
c caning 7. 
cane sugar 7. sugar obtained from sugar cane. 
canine @ ad. 1 of a 
dog or dogs. 2 of or 
belonging to the 
family Canidae, in- 
chiding dogs, foxes, 
wolves. etc. @ 7. la Va a 
dog. 2 (in full canine (\ " 
tooth) » a pointed 
tooth between the 
incisors and pre- 
molars. > DENTITION, E 
TootH. [based on ‘ 
Latin canis ‘dog’) 
canister 7. 1 a Se 
small, usu. metallic - +. 
and cylindrical, = 2, 


upper canine 


upper canine = _— 


container for stor- | ia: Oy’ 

ing teaetc. 2aa ee a! diel 

cylinder of shot, INDIVIDUAL lower! lower 

tear gas, etc. CANINE canine canine 
that explodes on 
impact. b such 
cylinders  collect- 
ively. [from Greek 
kanastron ‘wicker basket] 

canker e 7. | a a destructive fungal disease of trees 
and plants. b an open wound in the stem of a tree 
or plant. 2 ool. an ulcerous ear disease of animals. 
3 a corrupting influence. @ vz 1 consume with 
canker. 2 corrupt. 3 (as cankered adj.) soured, 
malignant, crabbed. [from Latin cancer ‘crab’] 
oO cankerous ad). 

canna 7. any tropical plant of the genus Canna with 
bright flowers and ornamental leaves. [Latin] 

cannabis 7. 1 a hemp plant of the genus Cannabis. 
2 a preparation of parts of this used as an intoxi- 
cant or halluemogen. [from Greek] 

cannabis resin 7. a sticky product containing the 
active principles of cannabis. 

canned adj. 1 pre-recorded (canned laughter; canned 
music). 2 supphed in a‘can (canned beer). 3. slang 
drunk. 

cannelloni 7p. tubes of pasta stuffed with a meat 
or vegetable mixture. [Italian, from cannello ‘stalk’] 

cannery 7. ( //. -ies) a factory where food is canned. 

cannibal e 7. 1 a person who eats human flesh. 
2 an animal that feeds on flesh of its own species. 
@ adj. of or like a cannibal. [based on Spanish 
Caribes, name of a W. Indian nation] o cannibal- 
ism 7. cannibalistic ad). 


CANINE PLAN OF HUMAN 


DENTITION 


gunner s 


vent veal 


muzzle 


barrel 


“ trunnions 
Iiccchy 


gunner s 
seal 


cannibalize 


cannibalize 1 (7. (also -ise) use (a machine etc.) asa | or partly upsets something. 3 a tilted position. 


source of spare parts for others. O cannibaliza- 
tion n. 

cannon e 7. 1 (/. usu. same) fist. ¥ a large heavy 
gun installed on a carriage or mounting. 2 an auto- 
matic aircraft gun firing shells. 3 Brit. Billiards the 
hitting of two balls successively by the cue ball. 
@ v.intr. Brit. 1 (usu. foll. by against, into) collide heav- 
ily or obliquely. 2 Billiards make a cannon shot. 
[from Italian cannone ‘large tube’; Billiards sense 
from older carom| 

cannonade e 7. a period of continuous heavy 
gunfire. @ v.f bombard with a cannonade. [French] 

cannon ball n. /ust. a large ball fired by a cannon. 

cannon-bone 7. the tubular bone between the 
hock and fetlock of a horse. > HorsE 

cannon fodder 7. soldiers regarded merely as 
material to be expended in war. 

cannot v.aux. can not. 

cannula 7. (p/. cannulae /-lee/ or cannulas) 
Surgery a small tube for inserting into the body to 
allow fluid to enter or escape. [Latin, literally ‘httle 
cane | 

canny adj. (cannier, canniest) 1 a shrewd, 
worldly-wise. b thrifty. ¢ circumspect. 2 sly, drily 
humorous, [literally ‘knowing’, based on can'| 
D cannily adv. canniness 7. 

canoe @ 7. ¥ a small narrow boat with pointed ends 
usu. propelled by paddling. > ovrriccer. 
@ vintr, (canoes, canoed, canoeing) 
travel in a canoe. [from Carib 
canaoua] O canoeist 7. 


CANOE AND 
PADDLE 


canon 
nlaa 
general law, 
rule, principle, or 
criterion. b a Church 
decree or law. 2 aa member 
of a cathedral chapter. b (fem. canoness) a 
member of certain RC orders. 3 a a collection of 
literary works, esp. of. sacred books etc. accepted as 
genuine. b the recognized genuine works of a 
particular author. 4 the part of the Roman 
Catholic Mass containing the words of consecra- 
tion. 5 Mus. a piece with different parts taking up 
the same theme successively. [from Greek Aandn] 
canon var. of cANyon. 
canonical e adj. 1 a according to canon law. 
b included in the canon of Scripture. 2 authorita- 
tive, standard, accepted. 3 of a cathedral chapter or 
a member of it. 4 Mus. in canon form. e 7. (in pl.) the 
canonical dress of the clergy. 0 canonically adv. 
canonicity 7. the status of being canonical. 
canonize 7./7, (also -ise) 1 a declare officially to be 
a saint. b regard as a saint. 2 admit to the canon of 
Scripture. 3 sanction by Church authority. 
0 canonization /. 
canon law 7. ecclesiastical law. 
canon regular (also regular canon) see REGULAR 
adj, 8b. 
canonry 7. (//. -ies) the office or benefice of a canon. 
canoodle wintr. collog. kiss and cuddle amorously. 
19th-century US coinage] 
canopy 7. (fl. -ies) 1 a a covering hung or held up 
over a throne, bed, person, etc. b the sky. c an over- 
ianging shelter. 2 Archit. a rooflike projection over 
aniche etc. 3 the uppermost layers of foliage etc. in 
a forest. & rainrorest. 4 a the expanding part of a 
yarachute. b the cover of an aircraft’s cockpit. 
arcrart. [from Greek kéndpeion “couch with 
mosquito-curtains | 
cant’ e@ 7. 1 insincere pious or moral talk. 
2 ephemeral or fashionable catchwords. 3 lan- 
guage peculiar to a class, profession, sect, etc.; 
jargon. @ 7.iir, use cant. 
cant’ e 7. 1 aa slanting surface. b a bevel of a crys- 
tal etc. 2 an oblique push or movement that upsets 


= 


ev. 1 & push or pitch out of level; tilt. 2 itz take or 
lie in a slanting position. 3 é impart a bevel to. 
[from Latin cant(h)us “iron tire’] 

can’t contr can not. 

Cantab abjr of Cambridge University. [Latin 
Cantabrigiensis| 

cantabile /kan-tah-bi-li/ Mus. e adv. G adj. in a 
smooth singing style. @ x. a cantabile passage or 
movement. [Italian, literally ‘singable’| 

Cantabrigian e adj. of Cambridge or Cambridge 
University. @ n. 1 a member of Cambridge Univer- 
sity. 2 a native of Cambridge. [from Latin Cantabri- 
gia ‘Cambridge’| 

cantaloupe 7. (also canta- 
loup) » a small round 
ribbed variety of melon 
with orange flesh. [from 
Cantaluppi near Rome| 

cantankerous ad. bad- 
tempered, quarrelsome. 

O cantankerously adv. 
cantankerousness 7. 

cantata n. Mus. a short 
narrative or descriptive 
composition with vocal solos 
and usu. chorus and orchestral 
accompaniment, {from Italian 
cantata (aria) ‘sung (air)’| 

canteen 7. | a a restaurant 
for employees. b a shop sell- 
ing provisions or liquor in 

a barracks or camp. 

2 Brit.a case of cutlery. 3 a soldier's or camper’s water- 
flask. [from Itahan cantina ‘cellar’| 

canter e 7, a gentle gallop. @ z. 1 itz: (of a horse or 
its rider) go at a canter, 2 fr. make (a horse) canter. 
{short for Canterbury pace, from the supposed easy 
pace of medieval pilgrims to Canterbury] 

Canterbury bell 7. a cultivated campanula with 
large flowers. [named after the bells on Canterbury 
pilgrims’ horses (see canTeR)] 

canticle 7. song or chant with a biblical text, esp. 
one used in church services. [from Latin canticulum| 

cantilever e 7. 1 a long bracket or beam etc. 
projecting from a wall to support a balcony etc. 2 a 
beam or girder fixed at only one end. ev. 1 nmin S 
i project as a cantilever. 2 & support by a 
cantilever or cantilevers. [17th-century comage] 

cantilever bridge 7. a bridge made of cantilevers 
projecting from the piers and connected by girders. 
> BRIDGE 

cantina 7. a bar or wine shop. [Spanish & Italian| 

canto 7. (pl. -os) a division of along poem. [{Italan, 
literally ‘song’] 

canton @ 7). /kan-ton/ 1 a subdivision of a country. 
2 a state of the Swiss Confederation. e w~r 
/kan-toon/ Brit, put (troops) mto quarters. [from 
Old French, literally *corner’] 0 cantonal ag). 

Cantonese e ad. of Canton or the Cantonese 


CANTALOUPE 
MELON 


dialect of Chinese. @ 7. (pl. same) 1 a native of 


Canton. 2 the dialect of Chinese spoken in SE 
China and Hong Kong. [from Canton, English 
name of the city of Guangzhou in China| 

cantonment 7. 1 a lodging assigned to troops. 
2 hist. a permanent military station in India, 

cantor 7. 1 the leader of the singing in church; a 
precentor. 2 the precentor in a synagogue. (Latin, 
literally ‘singer'] G cantorial aq). 

canvas n. 1 aa strong coarse kind of cloth used for 
sails and tents etc. and as a surface for oil painting. 
b a piece of this. 2 a painting on canvas. 3 an open 
kind of canvas used as a basis for tapestry and 
embroidery. 4 (prec. by the) the canvas-covered 
floor of a boxing or wrestling ring. 0 by a canvas 
(in boat racing) by a small margin (win by a canvas). 
under canvas 1 in a tent or tents. 2 with sails 
spread. [from Latin cannabis “hemp’] 

canvass e ¢. 1 a iniy. solicit votes. b /” solicit votes 
from. 2 #@ a ascertain the opinions of. b seek 


Cape buffalo 


custom from. c discuss thoroughly. 3 &% Brit. 
propose (an idea or plan etc.). @ 7. the process of or 
an instance of canvassing, [originally in sense ‘to 
toss in a sheet, agitate’| O canvasser 7. 
canyon 7. (also cafion) a deep gorge. > exope. [from 
Spanish candn ‘tube’] 
CAP abby, Common Agricultural Policy (of the EU). 
cap en. 1 aa soft head covering, usu. with a peak but 
otherwise brimless. b a head covering worn in a 
particular profession (nurse’s cap). ¢ esp. Bri. a cap 
awarded as a sign of membership of a sports team. 
d an academic mortarboard or soft hat. 2 a a cover 
ke a cap in shape or position (Aveecap;, toecap). b a 
device to seal a bottle or protect the pomt of a pen, 
lens of a camera, etc. 3 a= Dutcu cap |. b = PERCUSSION 
cap. 4= crown n. 8b, @ w.tr (capped, capping) 1 a put 
a cap on. b cover the top or end of. ¢ set a limit to 
(expenditure etc.). 2 a esp. Brit. award a sports cap 
to. b Sc. & NZ confer a university degree on. 3 a hic 
on top of} form the cap of. b surpass, excel. 
c improve on (a story, quotation, etc.) esp. by prod- 
ucing a better or more apposite one. 0 cap in hand 
humbly. set one’s cap at (or US for) try to attract 
as a suitor. [from Late Latin cappa| 0 capping n. 
capability 7. (//. -ies) 1 ability, power; the condi- 
tion of being capable. 2 an undeveloped or unused 
faculty, 
capable adj. 1 competent, able, gifted. 
2 (foll. by of) a having the ability, fitness, or 
necessary quality for. b susceptible or 
admitting of (explanation or improve- 
ment etc.). [earlier in sense ‘able to take 
in or understand’: based on Latin capere 
‘to hold’] o capably ado. 
capacious adj. roomy; able to hold much. [from 
Latin capax -acis| 
capacitance 7. Electr, 1 the ability of a system to 
store an electric charge. 2 the ratio of the change in 
an electric charge in a system to the corresponding 
change in its electric potential. 
capacitate z./, 1 (usu. foll. by for, or to + infin.) 
render capable. 2 make legally competent. 
capacitor 7. Electr 
> a device of one 
or more pairs of 
conductors separ- 
ated by insulators 
used to store an 
electric charge. 
D RADIO 
capacity 7. (pl. 
-ies) 1 a the 
power of contain- 
ing, receiving, 
experiencing, or 
producing — (cap- 
acuy for heat, pain, 
etc.). b the maxi- 
mum amount that 
can be contained 
or produced ete. 


outer plastic 
coating 


end connector 


metallized 
plastic plates 


connecting wire 


CAPACITOR: CUTAWAY 


ec the volume of VIEW OF A METALLIZED- 
the cylinders in an FILM CAPACITOR 
internal combustion 


engine. d (atin) fully occu- 
pying the available space, resources, etc. (a capacity 
auchence). 2 a mental power. b a faculty or talent. 3 a 
position or function (in a cwil capacity; in my capacity as a 
critic). 4 legal competence. 5 Elecix, capacitance. 0 to 
capacity fully; using all resources (working to capacity). 
[from Latin capacitas| 

caparison e 7. 1 (usu. in f/.) a horse’s trappings. 
> jousr. 2 equipment, finery, @ wf put caparisons on; 
adorn richly. {from Spanish caparazon ‘saddle-cloth’| 

cape! 7. 1 a sleeveless cloak. 2 a short sleeveless 
cloak as a fixed or detachable part of a longer cloak 
or coat. [from Late Latin cappa ‘cap’) 0 caped ad). 

cape? n. 1 a headland or promontory. 2 (the Cape) 
a the Cape of Good Hope. b the S. African 
province containing it. {from Latin caput head’} 


Cape buffalo see surrato n, Ib. 


caper 


caper! @ winir jump or run about 
playtully. @ 7. 1a playful jump or 
leap. 2 a a fantastic proceeding; 
a prank. b slang any activity or 
occupation. [abbreviation of 
CAPRIOLE] 
caper? Lia 
bramble-like 
southern 
European 
shrub, Cap 
paris spinosa. 
2 (in pi.) its 
flower buds 
cooked and 
pickled — for 
use as fla- 
vouring, [from 


Greek Aapparis] 


Slower 
bud _ 


CAPER capercaillie n. 
| Capparis (also capercailzie) a 
Spunrosa) large grouse, Tetrao urogal 


lus, of coniferous forests in 
northern Europe. & pis. [from Gaelic capull coill 
‘horse of the wood’] 
capillarity 7. = ci ary \CiiON. 
capillary e adj. 1 of or like a hair. 2 of a tube) of 
hairhke internal diameter. 3 of one of the delicate 
ramified blood vessels intervening between arteries 
and ves. & carpiovascutar. @ 2. (pl. -ies) 1 a capil- 
lary tube. 2 a capillary blood vessel. & capi.sey 
xcuion, [based on Latin capillaris *hair’| 
capillary action ». ¥ the tendency of a liquid ina 
capillary tube or absorbent material to rise or fall as 
a result of surface tension. & rRaxsriri 


narrowest 
capillary tube 
{tt eeder tube 


widest tube 


highest water level a 


; 
S 
lower zealer lecel . 


forest water level _ ‘ 


_ indicator liquid 


CAPILLARY ACTION: DLVIONST RATION OF LIQUID 
RISING IN GAPILLARY TUBLS 


capital'e 1. 1 the most important town or city of a 
country or region, usu. its seat of government and 
administrative centre. 2 a the money or other assets 
with which a company starts in business. b accu- 
mulated wealth. e money invested or lent at inter- 
est. 3 capitalists generally. 4 a capital letter. @ ad). 
1 a principal: most important: leading. b callog. 
excellent, first-rate. 2 a involving or punishable by 
death capital punishment: a capital affences Bb vol an 
ervor ete., vitally harmiul: fatal. 3 cof letters of the 
alphabet) and of the form used to begin 
sentences and names ete. @ vif, expressing approval 
or satisfacion. O make capital out of use to one’s 
advantage. with a capital — cinphatically such (a/ 
adh a capital Ay. [based on Latin caput -iis “head’| 
O capitally ad, 

capital? n. .{rhit. ¥ the head or cornice of a pillar 
or column, & rviveowert. [from Late Latn capite! 
lum little head} 

capital gain 1. a profit 
froma the sale of invest- 
ments or property. 


large 


CGormthian 
capital 


capital gains tax 1. 31 
tax levied on the protit 
from the sale of invest- 
ments or property, 

goods 7.// 


esp. machinery. 


colunn 


capital 


goods, 


CAPITAL 


plant, etc., used or to be used in producing commod- 
Wes (OPP. CONSUMER GOODS). 

capitalism 7. 1 a an economic system in which the 
production and distribution of goods depend on 
invested private capital and profit-making. b the 
possession of capital or wealth. 2 Polit. the dominance 
of private owners of capital and production for profit. 

capitalist e 7. 1 a person using or possessing cap- 
ital; a rich person. 2 an advocate of capitalism. 
@ adj. of or favouring capitalism, Go capitalistic ad. 
capitalistically adi. 

capitalize 7. (also -ise) 1 /: a convert into or provide 
with capital. b calculate or realize the present value of 
an income, ¢ reckon (the value of an asset) by setting 
future benefits against the cost of mauitenance, 2 i, a 
write (a letter of the alphabet) as a capital. b begin (a 
word) with a capital letter. 3. itz: loll. by 7) use to one’s 
advantage; profit from. 0 capitalization ». 

capital sum x. a lump sum of money, esp. payable 
to an insured person. 

capitation 7. | a tax or fee at a set rate per person. 
2 the levying of such a tax or fee. [from Late Latin 
capitatio “poll tax’ 

capitation grant 7. a grant of a sum calculated 
from the number of people to be catered for. 

Capitol 1. (usu. prec. by the) (in the US) a building 
housing a legislature, esp. the seat of the US 
Congress in Washington, DC. 

capitulate ¢/n/ surrender, esp. on stated condi- 
tions. [based on medieval Latin capitulatus “drawn 
up under beadings | 

capitulation ». 1 the act of capitulating: surrender. 
2 a statement of the main divisions of a subject. 
3 an agreement or set of conditions. 

cap’n 2. collog. captain, 

capo n. (pl. caposi Aw. ¥ a device secured across 
the neck of a fretted instrument to raise equally the 
tuning of all strings by the required amount. [from 
Italian capo tasto “head stop’] 


capa 


luning peg 


CAPO ON A GUIELAR NECK 


; 


capon 7. a domestic cock castrated and fattened for 
eating. [from Latin capo onis] 

cappuccino /ka-puu-chee-noli/ 1. { p/. -os) coffec 
with mulk made frothy with pressurized steam. 
{Italian, literally *Gapuchin | 

capriccio 1. (fl. -os 1 a lively musical compos- 
ition, 2 a painting ete, represe nting a fantasy or a 
mixture of real and imaginary features. [Jtalian, 
literally ‘sudden start | 

caprice /ka-preess/ ». 1 aa whimsical change of 
nund or conduct. b a tendency to this. 2 a work of 
lively faney im painting, drawing, or music: a 
capriccio. [French] 

capricious ad). 1 suided by or given to caprice. 
2 invegtlar, unpredictable. 
O capriciously ad. 
capriciousness //. 


CAPRICORN: 
LGU WEN aey Al 
TORMLD PRON 
DHL SEVRS OF 
CAPRICORNUS 


Capricorn », 1 (usu. 
Capricornus 
sion. ® a constella- 
tion tthe Goats, said 
to represent a goal ico! 
with a fish's tail. ee SS | 
2 -Asfrol. a the tenth Ny 
sign of the zochiac, 4 
which the Sun enters at 
the winter solstice pabout 21 Dec.) 
> yoni. ba person born when the Sun ts 


of 


= 
oe 
i 


captious 


in this sign. Oo tropic of Capricorn see TROPIC n. 
1. [from Latin caper ‘goat’ + cornu ‘horn’] 0 Capri- 
cornian n. & adj. 

caprine ad). of or like a goat. [based on Latin caper 
‘goat’ | . 

capriole e 7. 1 a leap or caper. 2 a trained horse’s 
high leap and kick without advancing. @ v. 1 nix (of 
a horse or its rider) perform a capriole, 2 & make (a 
horse) capriole. [from Italian caprola ‘leap’ | 

capri pants 7. (also capris) close-fitting tapered 
trousers for women.. [from Capri, an island off the 
west coast of Italy} 

capsicum 7. I any plant of the genus Capsicum 
(nightshade family), having edible capsular fruits 
containing many seeds, esp. C. annuum yielding 
chill and sweet peppers. 2 the fruit of any of these 
plants. [modern Latin] 

capsize v. 1. fr 
ee or overturn 
(a boat). 2 mlx be 
capsized. 

capstan 7. 1p a 
thick revolving 
cylinder with a verti- 
cal axis, for winding 
an anchor cable or a 
halyard etc. & sup. 2a 
motor-driven revolving 
spindle on a tape 
recorder that guides the 
tape past the head at 
constant speed. [from 
Latin capistrum ‘halter’ | 

capstone 7. a coping stone. 

capsule n. 1 a small 


drumhead 


bar hole 


barrel 


whelp 


soluble case of : 
‘ tee tapered spindle 
eclatin enclosing a ae 
: _ axis 
dose of medicine y 
and swallowed 
oa | By = » : 
with it. & prea. 2a spigot — 
detachable compart- > 
ment of a spacecraft ; 
or nose-cone -of a roc- pin — 


ket. & spwtcrwr. 3 an | 
enclosing membrane in 
the hody. 4 a top or cover for a 
hottle, esp. the foil or plastic covering the cork of a 
wine bottle. 5 a a dry fruit that releases its seeds 
When ripe. > rkci. b the spore-producing part of 
mosses and liverworts. 6 Bzo/. an enveloping layer 
surrounding certain bacteria. [from Latin capsula] 
a capsular adj. 
Capt. abbr. Captain. 
captain @ )). 1 aa chief or leader. b the leader of 
a team, esp. m sports, ¢ a powerful or influential 
person {captain of industry). 2 a the person in 
command of a merchant or passenger ship. b the 
pilot of a civil aircraft. 3 (as a ide Captain) aan 
army or (in the US and Canada) air force officer 
next above lieutenant. b a navy officer in 
command of a warship: one ranking below 
commodore or rear admiral and above coniman- 
cer. ¢ (in the US) a police officer in charge of a 
precinct, ranking below a chief. 4 a Brit, a fore- 
man. b a head boy or girl in a school. € eolfog. the 
adult leader of a company of Guides, officially 
termed Guide Guider since 1968. d .V. Amer a 
supervisor of waiters or bellboys. @ af. be captain 
of; lead. [from Late Latin capitaneus ‘chief | 
O captaincy n. | p/. -ies). 
caption e 7. 1 a title or brief explana- 
tton appended to an _ illustration. 
cartoon, etc. 2 wording appearing on a 
ciiema or television screen as part of 
film or broadcast. 3 the heading of a 
chapter or article etc. @ af, provide with 
a caption. fearlier in “capture, 
seizure’, from Latin captio] 
captious adj. given to finding fault or rais- 
ing petty objections. [from Latin captiosus| 
0 captiously ad. captiousness n, 


CAPSTAN 


Sense 


captivate 


CAR 


The first car was built by Lenoir in 1862. His innovation was a 

compact version of the internal-combustion engine powered by gas. 

Petrol-powered versions soon followed, and the design was widely 

adopted. The first mass-production car, the Model T Ford, was _ 

introduced in 1908, and by 1930 15 million had been sold. Todav’s 
j engines work on similar principles, although cars now are designed 


sound insulation 


rear window 


rear 
wing 


boot 


exhaust system 
with catalytic 
converte) 


MAIN TYPES OF CAR 


PS he 


OFF-ROAD VEHICLE 


captivate v/7 1 overwhelm with charm or alfec- 
tion. 2 fascinate. [based on Late Latin 
‘taken captive | O captivation 7. 


caplivatus 


captive e 7. a person or animal that has been taken 
prisoner or confined. @ adj. 1 a taken prisone! 
b kept in confinement or under restraint. 2 a un- 
able to escape. b in a position of having to comply 
(captive audience; captive market). 3 of or ke a prisone) 
(captive state). [from Latin captivus| 

captivity 1. (pl. -ies) 1 the condition or circum- 
stances of being a captive. 2 a period of capuvity 

captor 7. a person who captures or holds captive (a 
person, group, etc.) 

wt, 1 a take prisoner; seize as a prize 

or trickery. 2 portray in permanent 

hkeness). 3 Physics absorb ta 

make 


iN Opposing plect 


capture e 
b obtain by forc 
form (could not caplure the 
subatomic particle). 4 (in board gam 
that secures the removal of 
the board. 5 cause (data) to be stored in a computet 
6 (of a stream) divert the upper course of (anothe) 
stream) by encroaching on its basin, 7 Astron. (of a 

bring (a less massive body) perman- 


move 


trom 


star, planet, ete 


coul spring 
suspension 


SPORTS CAR 


headrest 


padded seat 


driveshaft 


2as-filled 
shock absorbers 


CONNER BEL Gey 


ently within its gravitational influence. ev. 1 the act 
of capturing, 2 a thing or person captured 
Capuchin 7). 1 a Franciscan friar of the new rule ol 
1529. 2 a cloak and hood former 
women. 3 (capuchin) a a monkey of the S, Ameri 
can genus Cebus, with cowl-like hair on the head. 
b a variety of pigeon with head and neck feather 
resembling a cowl. [from Italian cappuccino 


worn by 


a very large semi- 
hative to 


capybara /kap-i-bar-a/ 7. ¥ 


hydrachnae? 


aquatic rodent, Aydrochocrus 
S. America [native n 


ALC | 


CAPYBARA 
Hydro hocrus 


caramelize 


for greater efficiency, safety, and comfort. Modern engines consume 
less fuel as a result of computerized ignition systems, fuel injectors, 
and multi-valve cylinder heads. Exhaust pollution is reduced by 
catalytic converters, while bodyshells with controlled stiffness, tough- 
ened windscreens, and airbags improve safety. Coil-spring suspen- 
sion, pneumatic tyres, and padded seats enhance passenger comfort. 


C 


toughened 
eid ys 


A aye CUTAWAY VIEW OF A 
windscreen 


MODERN SALOON CAR 


steering 
wheel 


streamlined bonnet radiator 


computerized / 
fuel injection 
and ignition 


pneumatic 
lyre 


| hubcap 


EGUSTOM GAR 


car 7. 1 (in full motor cari Aa road vehicle able to 
carry a small number of people and powered by an 
internal-combustion engine. 2 (in comb) a a 
wheeled vehicle. esp. of a specified kind (tramcai 
b a railway carriage of a specified type \dining ca 
3A. Amer, a railway carriage or van. 4 the passen- 
ger compartnent of a lilt, cableway, balloon, et 
[from Latin carrum] Oo carful n, ( pl. -fuls) 

caracul var. of Kian. 

carafe /ki-raf/ 1 
wine, [from Arabic 


i glass container for water o1 

garrafa “drinking vessel’| 

carambola 7. 1 a small trec. Averrhoa carambola. 
native to SE Asia, bearing golden-yellow ribbed 
fruit. 2 this fruit, {Portuguese ] 


caramele ». 1 a sugar or syrup heated until it turns 
brown. then used flavouring or to colow 
spirits clo ba kind of soft toffee. 2 a light-brown 
colour, @ ad. of this colour. [from Spanish car | 
caramelize lso -ise) 1 a ¢e convert: sugar o1 
syrup) into caramel, b of sugar or syrup) | 

verted int ramel. 2 coat v1 ok dood 
WIth } ehiz i) ig 1 yvruyp 


carapace 


carapace 7. < the hard 
upper shell of a tor- 
toise or a crustacean. 
> CRUSTACLAN, 
[from Spanish 
carapacho| 
carat n. 1a 
unit of weight 
for precious 
stones, now 
equivalent to 200 
milligrams. 2 (U/S' karat) a measure of purity of gold, 
pure gold bemg 24 carats. [earlier in sense ‘carob 
fruit’: from Greek keraton] 
caravan e 7. 1 a Bri. a vehicle equipped for living 
in and usu. towed by a motor vehicle or a horse. 
b.\. Amer. a covered wagon or lorry. 2 a company 
of merchants or pilgrims etc. travelling together, 
esp. across a desert in Asia or N. Africa. @ v.nir. 
(caravanned, caravanning) travel or live in a 


caravan, [from Persian kanedn] 0 caravanner 7. 


CARAPACE: STARRED 
TORTOISE WITH A RIDGED 
CARAPACE 


caravanserai 7. (U/S also caravansary) an East- 
ern mn with a central court where caravans (see 
caravaN 2) may rest. [from Persian Aarwansaray] 

caraway 7. an umbelliferous plant, Carum carvr, 
beaming clusters of tiny white flowers. [from Arabic 
alkarawiya} 

caraway seed 2. the fruit of the caraway plant 
used as flavouring and as a source of oil. & spice 

carb 2. collog. a carburettor. 

carbide 2. Chem. a binary compound of carbon. 


carbine 7. ¥ a short firearm, usu. a rifle, originally 


for cavalry use. {from French carabine, weapon of 


the carabin ‘mounted musketeer | 


carrying 
_ handle 


foresiahs 


slip ring barrel 


plastic hand- | bayonet 


guard lug 


CARBINE: US COL! 
COMMANDO 5.56 MM 
CARBINE 


trigger 


guard | MaALALNe 


carbo- comb. form carbon (carbohydrate, carbolic; 
carboxyl). 


carbohydrate n. Biochem. any of a large group of 


energy-producing organic compounds contaiming 
carbon, hydrogen. and oxygen, e.g, starch, glucose, 
and other sugars 

carbolic x. (in full carbolic acid) phenol, esp. 
when used as a disinfectant. 

carbolic soap nr. soap containing carbolic 

carbon 7. 1 a non-metallic element occurring natur- 
ally as diamond, graphite. and charcoal, and in all 
organic compounds, & 
Zaz=carnovcor 1. b=c vkbon eveLr. 3.a rod of carbon 
in an arc lamp. O carbonaceous ad. |from Latin 
carbo -onw “charcoal | 


ALLOPROPL, GARBON CYCLI. 


carbon-12 7. the commonest natural carbon 
isotope, Of mass 12, used in calculations of atomy 
Mass unlts. 

carbon-14 ». a lone-lved naturally 
rachoactive carbon isotope of mass 14, used in 
radiocarbon dating 
istry. 


OCCUPrrIne 


and as a tracer in biochem- 
carbonara ad). denonng a pasta sauce made with 


bacon or ham, egg, and cream. [from Italian, 
‘charcoal kihy’| 

alt of carbonic acid. @ 7.0 
choxide: 


{from modern Latin 


carbonate e@ 7), (iivi. a 
1) impregnate with 
2 convert into a carbonate 
carbonaium| @ carbonation n 


irbon acrale 


126 


carcinoma 


CARBON CYCLE 


Carbon is an essential element in the 
bodies of all living things. Present in 
gases in the atmosphere, it nourishes 
green plants and bacteria. Some of 
this carbon is absorbed when 
animals eat plants. It returns to 
the atmosphere as carbon dioxide 
when living things respire, ee 
defecate, or die and decay. 


carbon dioxide 
exhaled by animals 7 


carbon in 
animal dung 


carbon in plants - 
: eaten by animals 


| decay of plants and - 
| animals releases 
carbon 


carbon copy 7. 1 a copy made with carbon paper. 
2 a person or thing identical or similar to another 
(is a carbon copy of his father 

carbon cycle n. Biol. A the cycle in which carbon 
compounds are mterconverted, usu. by living 
organisms. 


carbon dating 7. the determination of the age of 


an organic object from the ratio of isotopes which 
changes as carbon-1+ decays. 

carbon dioxide 7. a colourless odourless gas 
occurring naturally in the atmosphere and formed 
by respiration. > CARBON CYCLE 

carbonic adj. Chem. containing carbon. 

carbonic acid n. a very weak acid formed from 
carbon dioxide dissolved in water. 

carboniferous e adj. 1 producing coal. 
2 (Carboniferous) Geol. of or relating to the fifth 
period in the Palaeozoic era. @ n. (Carboniferous) 
Geol. this period or system. 

carbonize ¢:/7, (also -ise) 1 convert into carbon by 
heanng. 2 reduce to charcoal or coke 
0 carbonization 7. 

carbon monoxide 7. a colourless odourless toxic 
gas formed by the incomplete burning of carbon. 

carbonnade /kar-b6n-ahd/ 7. a rich becf stew 
made with onions and beer, [French] 

carbon paper 7. a thin carbon-coated paper used 
for making \esp. typed) copies. 

carbon steel 7. a steel with properties dependent 
on the percentage of carbon present. 

carbon tax 7. a proposed tax on the carbon emis- 
sions that result from burning fossil fuels (e.g. in 
motor vehicles 

carbonyl 1. (used attrib.) Chem. the divalent radical 
(et) 

car boot sale 7. Bri. a usu. outdoor sale at which 
parucipants sell unwanted possessions from. the 
boots of their cars or from tables 

carborundum 7. a compound of carbon and sil- 
icon used esp. as an abrasive 

carboxyl 7. Chem. the monovalent acid radical 
COOK, present in most organic acids 

carboxylic acid 7. Chem. an organic acid contain- 
ing the carboxyl group. 

carboy 7. a large globular glass bottle usu. 

protected by a frame. [from Persian karaba ‘large 

vlass flagon’| 


carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere 


_, ¢arbon dioxide 
~— released by 
plants 


carbon dioxide 
absorbed by 
plants 


‘ 
carbon dioxide 


released by 
worms, fungi, 
and bacteria 


carbuncle 7. 1 a severe abscess in the skin. 2 a 
bright red gem. [from Latin carbunculus ‘small coal’] 
do carbuncular ad). 

carburation 7. the process of charging air with a 
spray of liquid fuel, esp. in an inJernal-combustion 
engine. [based on Latin carbo ‘charcoal’} 

carburettor 7. (also carburetter, US carbur- 
etor) V an apparatus for Carburation of petrol and 
air in an internal-combustion engine. 
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CARBURETTOR OF A PLT ROL-DRIVEN ENGINE 


carcass 7. (also Brit. carcase) 1 the dead body of 
an animal, esp. a trunk for cutting up as meat. 2 the 
bones of a cooked bird. 3 derog. the human body, 
lining or dead. 4 the skeleton or framework of a 
building, ship, ete. 5 worthless remains. [from 
French carcasse] . 

carcinogen /kar-sin-6-jén/ n. any substance that 
causes cancer. [based on carcinom.| 

carcinogenic /kar-sin-6-jen-ik/ adj. tending to 
cause cancer. 0 carcinogenicity n. 

carcinoma 7. ( /, carcinomata or carcinomas) 
a cancer, esp. one arising in epithelial tissue. [based 
on Greek karkinos “crab’| 0 carcinomatous ad). 


ER 


card 


care 


card'e n. 1 thick stiff paper or thin pasteboard. 
2 aa flat piece of this, esp. for writing or printing 
on. b = postcarb. c a card used to send greetings, 
issue an invitation, etc. (birthday card). d = visirinc 
CARD. € = BUSINESS CARD. f a ticket of admission or 
membership etc. 3 a= prayinc carn. ba similar card 
in a set designed for particular games, e.g. happy 
families. c (in pl.) card-playing; a card game. 4 (in 
pl.) Brit. collog. an employee’s documents, esp. for 
tax and national insurance, held by the employer. 
3 a programme of events at a race meeting etc. 
6 aa small rectangular piece of plastic issued by a 
bank, building society, etc., with personal (often 
machine-readable) data on it, used chiefly to obtain 
cash or credit (cheque card; credit card; do you have a 
card?). b a similar piece of plastic, e.g. a phonecard, 
sold or issued for various purposes. @ v.tr 1 fix to a 
card. 2 write on a card, esp. for indexing. bp ask for 
(or get) one’s cards Brit. ask (or be told) to leave 
one’s employment. card up one’s sleeve Bri. a 
plan in reserve; a hidden advantage. on (N. Amer. 
in) the cards possible or likely. put (or lay) one’s 
cards on the table reveal! one’s resources, inten- 
tions, etc. {from Greek khartés ‘papyrus leaf’ 

card’ en. a toothed instrument, wire brush, etc., for 
raising a nap on cloth or for disentangling fibres 
before spinning. @ wir brush, comb, cleanse, or 
scratch with a card. [from Latin carere ‘to card’| 
O carder n. 

cardamom =». (also carda- 
mum) 1 an aromatic SE 
Asian plant, Elettana 
cardamomum. 2 <@ the seed 
capsules of this used as a 
spice. > spice. [from Greek 
kardamémon| 

cardboard e 7. pasteboard 
or stiff paper, esp. for making 
cards or boxes. @ adj. 1 made 
of cardboard. 2 flimsy, 
insubstantial. 

cardboard city 7. an urban 
area where homeless people 
make shelters at night from 
cardboard boxes etc. 

card-carrying atirbadj. registered as a member 
(esp. of a political party or trade union). 

card game n. a game in which playing cards are 
used. 4 

cardholder 7. the holder of a credit card. discount 
card, etc. 

cardiac adj. of or relating to the heart. > Heri. 
[based on Greek kardia ‘heart’] 

cardigan 7. a knitted jacket fastening down the 
front, usu. with long sleeves. [named after the 7th 
Earl of Cardigan, 1797-1868, whose troops first 
wore such garments during the Crimean War| 

cardinal e 7. (as a title Cardinal) a leading digni- 
tary of the Roman Catholic Church, one of the 
college electing the Pope. @ adj. 1 chief, fundamen- 
tal; on which something hinges. 2 of deep scarlet 
(like a cardinal’s cassock). [earlier in sense ‘that on 
which something hinges’: based on Latin cardo -ints 
‘hinge’] O cardinalate n. cardinally adv. car- 
dinalship 2. 

cardinal humour see HUMOUR 7. 4. 

cardinal number 7. a number denoting quantity 
(one, two, three, etc.), as opposed to an ordinal 
number (first, second, third, etc.). 

cardinal point 7. each of the four main points of 
the compass (N., S., E., W.). & compass 

card index 7. an index in which each item is 
entered on a separate card. 

cardio- comb. form heart (cardiogram: cardiology). [from 
Greek kardia ‘heart’] 

cardiogram 7. a record of muscle activity within 
the heart, made esp. by an electrocardiograph. 

cardiograph 7. an instrument for recording heart 
muscle activity. 0 cardiographer 7. cardio- 


graphy 7. 


SD- 


CARDAMOM SEED 
CAPSULES 
(Elettaria cardamomum) 


CARDIOVASCULAR 


The human cardiovascular (circula- 
tory) system consists of the heart, the 
blood vessels, and, within them, the 
blood. Blood is pumped out of the 
heart through the arteries, carrying 
oxygen absorbed from the lungs, and 
nutrients absorbed from the gut, to 
all cells in the body. It also removes 
waste products from these 
cells and tissues, which are 
then excreted via the kid- 
neys as urine, and by the 
lungs as carbon dioxide. 
Once deoxygenated, 
blood is returned to 

the heart through the 
veins. The entire circuit 

is completed in about 

one minute. 


portal vein 


branch of superior --~ 
mesenteric arlery 


radial artery 


ulnar artery 


KEY TO 
BLOOD 


VESSELS Jemoral artery ~ 


knee arteries 


ARTERY 


popliteal artery 


postertor tibial artery 


VEIN 


peroneal artery 


dorsal digital 
veins and arteries 


CAPILLARY 


cardiology x. the branch of medicine concerned 
with diseases and abnormalities of the heart. 
Oo cardiologist 7. 

cardiopulmonary adj. Med. of or relating to the 
heart and the lungs. 

cardiovascular adj. A of or relating to the heart 
and blood vessels. & BLoop, HFART 

cardoon 7. a thistle-like plant, Cynara cardunculus, 
allied to the globe aruchoke, with leaves used as a 
vegetable. 

cardphone 2. Bri. a public telephone operated by 
the insertion of a prepaid plastic machine-readable 
card instead of money. 

card-playing ». the playing of card games. 

card-sharp 7. (also card-sharper) a swindler at 
card games. 

card table n. a table (esp. folding) for card-playing. 
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HUMAN CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM 


card vote n. Bri. a block vote, esp. in trade-union 
mectings. 

care @ 7. 1 worry, anxiety. 2 an occasion for this. 
3 serious attention; heed, caution, pains (assembled 
with care; handle with care). 4 a protection, charge. 
b Brit. = cuitpcarc. 5 a thing to be done or seen to. 
@ wintry, 1 (usu. foll. by about, for, whether, if, etc.) feel 
concern, interest, or emotion. 2 (foll. by_for, about, 
and with neg. expressed or implied) feel liking, 
regard, or deference (don't care for jazz; don’t care about 
what he thinks). 3 \foll. by for, or to + infin.) wish or be 
willing (more times than I care to count: would you care for 
a drink?), Q care for provide for: look after. care of 
at the address of (sent it care of his saster\. I etc 
couldn’t (('S also could) care less collog. an ex- 
pression of complete indifference. in care Brit. (of 
a child) taken into the care of a local authorin: 


a 


careen 


take care 1 be careful. 2 ,foll. by ¢0 + infin.) not fail 
or neglect. take care of 1 look after: keep sale. 


2 deal with, 3 dispose of. [Old English} 


careen 7. 1 / turn (a ship) on one side for cleaning, 


caulking, or repair. 2 inf A. Amer swerve about; 
career, 3a inir. alt: lean over. b &: cause to do this. 
{based on Latin carina *keel’| 0 careenage 1. 


a Usage Sense 2 of caren is influenced by career (y.). 


career en. 1 a one’s advancement through life, esp. 


ina profession. b the progress through history of a 
group or institution, 2 a profession or occupation, 
esp. as oflering advancement. 3 (ath) a pursuing 
or wishing to pursuc a career (career zeoman). b work- 
ing permanently in a specified profession (career 
diplomat). @ v.inir, 1 move or swerve about wildly. 
2 go swiftly. [earlier in sense ‘a racecourse or road’: 
from Latin carrus ‘wheeled conveyance] 


careerist @ 7. a person predominantly concerned 


with personal advancement in a career, esp. by 
unscrupulous means. @ adj. Intent on such advance- 
ment. 0 careerism 2, 


carefree «ad. free from anxicty or responsibility; 


light-hearted. 0 carefreeness 1. 


careful adj. 1 painstaking, thorough. 2 cautious. 


3 done with care and attention, 4 (usu. foll. by thal 
+ clause, or fo + infin.) taking care; not neglecting. 
9 ifoll. by for, of) concerned for; taking care of. 
0 carefully ad:. carefulness n. 


CARNIVORE 


careless adj. 1 not taking care or paying attention. 
2 unthinking, insensitive. 3 done without care; 
inaccurate. 4 (foll. by of) not concerned about; 
taking no heed of. 5 effortless: casual. 0 carelessly 
adv, carelessness 7, 

carer n. Bri! a person who cares for a sick or elderly 
person, esp. a relative at home. 

caress e ?)/7, 1 touch or stroke gently of lovingly; 
kiss. 2 treat fonclly or kindly. @ 7. a loving or gentle 
touch or kiss. [based on Latin carus ‘déar’| 
0 caressingly adv. 

caret 7. a mark (a, A) indicating a proposed inser- 
tion in printing or wriung, [Latin, literally “is lack- 
ing’ | 

caretaker ». 1 a person employed to look after 
something, esp. a house in the owner’s absence, or 
Brit. a public building. 2 (atid) exercising tem- 
porary authority (carelaker government). 

careworn adj. showing the effects of prolonged 
WOTTY. 

cargo 1. ( p/, -oes or -os) 1 a goods carried on a ship 
or aircraft. b a load of such goods. 2 C'S a goods 
carried in a motor vehicle. b a load of such goods. 
{based on Late Latin car(rijcare “to load’] 

Carib e 7. 1 an aboriginal inhabitant of the south- 
ern W. Indies or the adjacent coasts. 2 the language 
of the Caribs. @ adj. of or relating to the Caribs or 
their language. [from Haitian Creole] 


Carmelite 


Caribbean e 7. the part of the Atlantic between 
the southern W. Indies and Central America. 
e adj. 1 of or relating to this region. 2 of the Caribs 
or their language or culture. 

caribou 7. (pf/. same) a N. American reindeer. 
{Canadian French] 

caricature e 7. 1 a grotesque usu. comic represen- 
tation of a person by exaggeration of characteristic 
traits, in a picture, writing, or mime. 2 a ridicu- 
lously poor or absurd imitation or version. 
@ «i, make or give a caricature of. [from Italian 
carwatura| O caricatural adj, caricaturist 7. 

caries /kair-cez/ n. (pl. same) decay and crum- 
bling of a tooth or bone. [Latin] 

carillon /ka-ril-y6n/ n. 1 a set of bells sounded 
cither from a keyboard or mechanically. 2 a tune 
played on bells. [from Old French guarregnon “peal 
of four bells’] 

caring adj. 1 kind, humane. 2 (affrib.) concerned 
with looking after the sick, elderly, or disabled 
(caring professions). 

cariogenic adj. causing caries. 

carious adj. (of bones and teeth) decayed. 

carjacking 2». the hijacking of a car. O carjack ¢./7, 
carjacker 7. 

carload 7. a quantity that can be carried in a car. 

Carmelite @ 7. a friar or nun of a contemplative 
order dedicated to Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 
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them swift, while forward-facing eyes assist in 
judging distance accurately. All have strong 


canine teeth for cutting, Many also have special- 


ized premolars and molars (carnassials) that 
operate like shears to slice through meat. One 
exception is the giant panda, which is almost 
entirely herbivorous, although most other 


members of the order Carnivora will supplement 


their diet with vegetation when necessary. In 
some systems of classification, pinnipeds are 
considered as members of the Carnivora. 
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carmine 


@ adj. of or relating to the Carmelites. [from Mount 
Carmel in Palestine, where the order was founded] 
carmine e adj. of a vivid crimson colour. e 7. this 

colour. [based on Arabic fermiz ‘kermes’} 
carnage 7. great slaughter, esp. of human beings in 
battle. [based on Latin caro carnis ‘flesh’] 

carnal adj. 1 of the body or flesh; worldly. 2 sensual, 
sexual. 0 carnality 7. carnally adv. 

carnal knowledge 7. esp. Law sexual iniercourse. 

carnation’ 7. a cultivated variety of clove pink, 
with variously coloured showy flowers. 

carnation? e 7. a rosy pink colour. e adj. of this 
colour. [based on Latin caro carnis 
‘flesh’ ] 

carnelian var. of CoRNELIAN. o 

carnet /kar-nay/ 7. 1 a customs 
permit to take a motor vehicle across a . 
frontier for a limited period. 2 Brit. a permit 
allowing use of a campsite. [French, literally 
notebook} 

carnival n. 1 a the festivities usual during the 
period before Lent in Roman Catholic coun- 
tnies. b a festival usu. occurring at a regular 
date and involving a__ procession. 
2 N. Amer, a travelling funfair or circus. 
[from medieval Latin carnelevarium ‘period 
before Lent’] 0 carnivalesque adj. 

carnivore 7. 1 < any mammal of the order 
Carnivora, with jaws and teeth adapted for 
eating flesh, including cats, dogs, and 
bears. 2 any other flesh-eating animal. 

carnivorous adj. 1 (of an animal) feed- 
ing on flesh. 2 (of a plant) digesting trapped insects 
or other animal substances. 3 of or relating to the 
order Carnivora. [from Latin carnivorus] 

carob 7. t (in full carob tree) an evergreen tree, 
Ceratonia siliqua, native to the Mediterranean, bear- 
ing edible pods. 2 its bean-shaped edible seed pod. 

{from Arabic karriba| 

carol e 7. a joyous song, esp. a Christmas hymn. 
e v. (carolled, carolling; U/S caroled, caroling) 
1 mir. sing carols, esp. outdoors at Christmas. 2 (. @ 
int, sing joyfully. [from Old French carole] 
do caroller 7. (US caroler). 

Carolingian e adj. of or relating to the second 
Frankish dynasty, founded by Charlemagne 
(d. 814). @ x. a member of the Carolingian dynasty. 
[from French carlovingzen| 

carotene 7. an orange or red plant pigment found 
in carrots etc. and acting as a source of vitamin A. 
[based on Latin carota ‘carrot | 

carotid /ka-rot-id/ e n. each of the two main 
arteries carrying blood to the head and neck. 
D> CARDIOVASCULAR. @ adj. of or relating to either of 
these arteries. [from Greek karotides (pl.)] 

carouse @ vii, 1 have a noisy or lively drinking 
party. 2 drink heavily. @ 7. a noisy or lively drinking 
party. [originally as ady. in phrase drink carouse 
(= drink right out), from German gar aus trinken| 
O carousal 7. carouser 1. 

carousel /ka-r6-sel/ n. 1 N. Amer a merry-20- 
round or roundabout. 2 a rotating delivery o1 
conveyor system, esp. for passengers’ luggage at an 
airport. [from Italian carosello| 

carp! 7. (pl. same) W any freshwater fish of the 
family Cyprinidae, esp. Cyprinus carpio, often bred 
for use as food. [from 
Late Latin carpal] 


Pee 


CARP: COMMON CARP 
(Cyprinus carpio) 


carp? winir (usu. foll. by at) find fault; complain 
pettily. [from Latin carpere ‘to pluck at, slander’] 
0 carper n. 

carpal e ad). of or relating to the bones in the wrist. 
e 7. any of the bones forming the wrist. > Hanp, 
SKELETON 

carpal tunnel syndrome 2. a painful condition 
of the hand and fingers caused by compression of a 
major nerve where it passes over the carpal bones. 

carpel n. Bot. ¥ the female reproductive organ of a 

\ flower, consisting of a stigma, 

style, and ovary. [based on 
Greek karpos ‘fruit’] 0 carpel- 
lary ad). 


stigma 


style |. carpel 


ovary 


Sass carpenter @ 1. a 
person skilled in 
2 woodwork, — esp. 
of a structural 
kind (cf. joiner). 
‘> eu 1 int, do 
carpentry. 2 fr 
make by means of 
carpentry. [from 
Late Latin carpentarius (artifex) ‘carriage (-maker)’] 
carpentry 7. 1 the work or occupation of a car- 
penter. 2 woodwork made by a carpenter. 
carpet e 7. 1 a thick fabric for covering a floor or 
stairs. b a usu. large rug 2 an expanse or layer 
(carpet of “ snow). @ vir (carpeted, carpeting) 
1 cover with or as with a carpet. 2 collog. reprimand, 
reprove. 0 on the carpet 1 collog. being repri- 
manded. 2 under consideration. sweep under 
the carpet conceal (a problem or difficulty). [from 
obsolete Italian carpita ‘woollen counterpane’} 
carpet-bag 7. a travelling bag of a kind originally 
made of carpet-like material. 
carpet-bagger n. 1 esp. A. Amer a political candi- 
late in an area where the candidate has no local 
connections. 2 an unscrupulous opportunist. 


CARPEL: LILY 
FLOWER SHOWING 
PHE CARPEL 


carpet beetle 7. a small beetle of the genus 
Anthrenus, whose larvae are destructive to carpets 
and other materials. 
carpet bombing ». intensive bombing. 
carpeting 7. 1 material for carpets. 2 carpets 
collectively. 
carpet slipper 7”. a soft slipper. 
carport 7. a roofed open-sided shelter for a car. 
carrel 7. 1 a small cubicle for a reader. 2 fast. a small 
study in a cloister. [from Old French carole} 
carriage 7. 1 Brit. a railway passenger vehicle. 2 a 
wheeled passenger vehicle, esp. one with fou 
wheels and pulled by horses. 3 Bri. a the conveying 
of goods. b the cost of this (carriage paid). 4 the part 
of a machine (e.g, a typewriter) that carries other 
parts into the required position. 3 a manner of 
carrying oneself; one’s bearing or deportment. 
[based on Old Northern French carer ‘to carry’} 
carriageway 1. Bri. the part of a road intended for 
vehicles. 
carrier 7. 1 a person or thing that carries. 2 a 
person or company undertaking to convey goods 
- or passengers for payment. 3 Brit. = carnirr Bw. 
4 « part of a bicycle etc. for carrying luggage o 
a passenger. 5 a person or animal that may trans- 
mit a disease or a hereditary characterisuc without 
suffering from or displaying it. @ = WRCR UT CARRIER. 
carrier bag 7. Bri. a disposable plastic or pape 
bag with handles. 


cart 


carrier pigeon 7. a pigeon trained to carry 
messages tied to its neck or leg. 

carrier wave n. a high-frequency electromagnetic 
wave modulated in amplitude or frequency to 
convey a signal. 

carrion e 7. 1 dead putrefying flesh. 2 something 
vile or filthy. @ adj rotten, loathsome. [from Latin 
caro ‘flesh’ | 

carrion crow 7. a black crow, Corvus corone, native 
to Europe, feeding mainly on carrion. 

carrot n. t a an umbelliferous plant, Daucus carota, 
with a tapering orange-coloured root. b this root as 
a vegetable. > vecetaste. 2 a means of enticement or 
persuasion (frequently opposed to sick). [from 
Greek karoton| 0 carroty adj. 

carry e v. (-ies, -ied) 1 ¢ support or hold up, esp. 
while moving, 2 /r convey with one from one place 
to another. 3 é have on one’s person (carry a watch). 
4 ir. conduct or transmit ( pipe carries water; wire carnes 
electric current). 5 tr. take (a process etc.) to a specified 
point (carry into effect; carry a joke too far). 6 tr. (foll. by 
lo.) continue or prolong (carry modesty to excess). 
7 & involve, imply; have as a feature or conse- 
quence (carries a two-year guarantee). 8 tr. (an reckon- 
ing) transfer (a figure) to a column of higher value. 
9 tf hold in a specified way (carry oneself erect). 
10 ¢& a (of a newspaper or magazine) publish, 
include in its contents, esp. regularly. b (of a radio 
or television station) broadcast, esp. regularly. 
11 & (of a retailing outlet) keep a regular stock of 
(particular goods for sale). 12 intr a (of sound, esp. 
a voice) be audible at a distance. b (of a missile) 
travel, penetrate. 13 & (of a gun etc.) propel to a 
specified distance. 14 &% a win victory or accept- 
ance for (a proposal etc.). b win acceptance from 
(carried the audtence with them). ¢ win, capture (a prize, 
a fortress, etc.). d US gain {a state or district) in an 
election. 15 i a endure the weight of, support 
(columns carry the dome). b be the chief cause of the 
effectiveness of; be the driving force in (you carry the 
vales department). 16 ty, be pregnant with (zs carrying 
twins). @ n. (pl. -ies) 1 an act of carrying. 2 Golf the 
distance a ball travels before reaching the ground. 
3 a portage between rivers etc. 4 the range of a gun 
etc. O carry away 1 remove. 2 inspire; affect 
emotionally or spiritually. 3 deprive of self-control 
(got carned away). carry the can Brit. collog. bear the 
responsibility or blame. carry the day be victori- 
ous or successlul. carry forward transfer to a new 
page or account. carry it off (or carry it off 
well, do well under difficulties. carry off 1 take 
away, esp. by force. 2 win (a prize). 3 (esp. of a 
disease) kill. 4 render acceptable or passable. carry 
on I continue (carry on eating, carry on, don’t mind me). 
2 engage in (a conversation or a business). 3 collog. 
behave strangely or excitedly. 4 (often foll. by zzth) 
Bnit. collog. Mirt or have a love affair. carry out put 
(ideas, instructions, etc.) into practice. carry over 
1 = carry forward. 2 postpone (work etc.). carry 
through 1 complete successfully. 2 bring safely out 
of difficulties. carry weight be influential or 
important. carry with one bear in mind. [from 
Old Northern French carier] 

carrycot 7. Bril. a portable cot for a baby. 

carryings-on 7/.//. (also carrying-on) = CARRY-ON. 

carry-on 7. Bri. slang 1 a state of excitement or 
fuss. 2 a questionable piece of behaviour. 3 a flir- 
tation or love affair. 

carry-out atinb.ad. Gn. esp. Sc. & US = raxeaway. 

carry-over 7. something carried over. 

carsick adj. affected with nausea caused by the 
motion of a car. 0 carsickness n. 

cart e 7. 1 a strong vehicle with two or four wheels 
for carrying loads, usu. drawn by a horse. 2 a light 
vehicle for pulling by hand. @ wf. collog. carry (esp. 
a cumbersome thing) with difficulty or over a long 
distance. G cart off remove, esp. by force. in the 
cart Bri! slang in trouble or difficulty: put the cart 
before the horse 1 reverse the proper order or 
procedure, 2 take an effect for a cause. [from Old 
Norse har] 0 carter n. cartful 7. ( pl. -fuls:. 


carte blanche 


carte blanche /kart blahnsh/ zn. full discre- 
tionary power. [French, literally ‘blank paper’] 

cartel ». 1 an informal association of manufacturers 
or suppliers to maintain prices at a high level, and 
control production, marketing arrangements, etc. 
2 a political combmation between parties. [earlier in 
sense ‘a written challenge or agreement’: from Italian 
cartello ‘little card’) 0 cartelize vir. G mir (also -ise). 

Cartesian coordinates 7.//. a system for locating 
a point by reference to its distance from two or 
three axes intersecting at right angles. [Cartesian: 
from Cartesius, Latinized form of Descartes, French 
philosopher and mathematician] 

carthorse 7. a thickset horse. 

Carthusian e 7. a monk or nun of an austere 
contemplative order founded by St Bruno in 1084. 
e adj. of or relating to this order. [from Latin 
Cart(hjusia ‘Chartreuse’, France, where the order 
was founded] 

cartilage z. a firm flexible connective tissue form- 
ing the infant skeleton, which is mainly replaced by 
bone in adulthood; gristle. > tar. [from Latin cariz- 
lago| a cartilaginous adj. 

cartilaginous fish 7. W a fish of the class Selachii, 
with a skeleton of cartilage rather than bone, e.g. a 
shark, a ray. > ELASMOBRANGH, FISH, SHARK 
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eartload n. 1 an amount filling a cart. 2 a large 
quantity of anything. 

cartography 7. the science or pracuce of map- 
drawing. [based on French carte ‘map, card’] 
0 cartographer nr. cartographic ad. carto- 
graphical ad). 

carton 7. a light box or container, esp. one made of 
cardboard. [French] 

cartoon e 7. 1 a humorous drawing in a newspaper. 
magazine, etc., esp. as a topical comment. 
2 a sequence of drawings, often with speech mdi- 
cated, telling a story. 3 a filmed sequence of draw- 
ings using the technique of animation. 4 a full-size 
drawing on stout paper as an artist’s prelimimary 
design for a painting, tapestry, mosaic, etc. 
e:. 1 & draw a cartoon of. 2 minx draw cartoons. 
[based on Italian carta “card, map’| 0 cartoonish 
ad). cartoonist n. cartoony “dj. 

cartoon strip 7. = COMIC STRIP. 

cartouche /kar-toosh/ 7. 1 Archit. a scroll-like 
ornament, e.g. the volute of an lomic capital. 
2 Archaeol, an oval ring enclosing Egyptian hiero- 
glyphs. [from Itahan cartoceio ‘cartridge | 


cartridge 7. 1 a casing containing a charge of 


propelling explosive for firearms or blasting, with 
the addition of a bullet or shot if for small arms. 
> sHorcen, 2 a spool of film, magnetic tape, ctr. in 
a sealecl container ready for insertion. 3 a com- 
ponent carrying the stylus on the pick-up head of 
a record player. 4 an ink-contamer for insertion in 
a pen ete. [corruption of « ykroucHt| 

cartridge belt n. a belt with pockets or loops for 
cartridges (see carreripe. |) 

cartridge paper v7. thick rough paper used foi 
cartridges, for drawing, and for strong envelope 


ent 


cashmere 


cart track n. a track or road too rough for ordinary 
vehicles. 

cartwheel 7. 1 the wheel of a cart. 2 a circular side- 
ways handspring with the arms and legs extended. 

carve vw.ir, 1 produce or shape (a statue, representa- 
tion in relief, etc.) by cutting into a hard material 
(carved a figure out of rock; carved it in wood). 2 a cut 
patterns, designs, letters, etc, in (hard’ material), 
b (foll. by into) form a pattern, design, etc., from 
(carved it into a bust). ¢ (foll. by zeith) cover or decorate 
(material) with figures or designs cut in it. 3 (also 
absol.) cut (meat etc.) into slices for eating. 0 carve 
out 1 take from a larger whole. 2 establish (a career 
etc.) purposefully. carve up 1 divide into several 
pieces; subdivide (territory etc.). 2 collog. drive 
ageressively into the path of (another vehicle). [Old 
English ceorfan ‘to cut’} 

carver 7. 1 a person who carves, 2 a a knife for 
carving meat. b (in pi.) a knife and fork for carving. 
3 Brit. the principal chair, with arms, in a set of 
dining chairs, intended for the person who carves. 

carvery 7. (p/. -ies) esp. Brit. a buffet or restaurant 
with cooked joints displayed, and carved as 
required, in front of customers. 

carve-up 7. Brit. slang a sharing-out, esp. of spoils. 

carving 7. a carved object, esp. as a work of art. 

car wash 7. 1 an establishment containing equip- 
ment for washing vehicles automatically. 2 the 
equipment itself 

Casanova 7. a man notorious for seducing women, 

[from G. J. Casanova de Semgalt, Italian adven- 

turer, 1725 98] 

casbah var. of Kasnan. 
cascade e 7. 1 a small waterfall, esp. form- 
ing part of a large broken waterfall. 2 a mass 
or quantity (of material, hair, etc.) in descend- 

ing waves. 3 a a process consisting of a series of 

similar stages with a cumulative effect. b a succes- 
sion of devices, events, etc., each of which initiates 
the next. @ vz fall in or like a cascade. [from Ital- 
lan cascata] 

case! 7. I an instance of something occurring. 
2 a state of affairs, hypothetical or actual. 3 a an 
instance of a person receiving professional guid- 
ance or treatment, e.g. from a doctor or social 
worker. b this person or the circumstances 
involved. 4 a matter under official investigation. 
esp. by the police. 5 Law a cause or suit for trial. 
6 a the sum of the arguments on one side, esp. ina 
lawsuit (that ts our case). b a set of arguments, esp. in 
relation to persuasiveness (have a weak case). c a valid 
set of arguments (have no case). 7 Gram. a the relation 
of a word to other words in a sentence. b a form of 
a noun, adjective, or pronoun expressing this. 
8 one’s position or circumstances (in our case) 
in any case whatever the truth is; whatever may 
happen; what’s more. in case lest; in provision 
against a stated or implied possibility (take an 
umbrella in case vt rains; took it in case). in case of in the 
event of. in the case of as regards. is (or is not) 
the case is (or is not) so. [from Latin casus ‘a fall’] 

case e@ x. 1 a container or covering serving to 
enclose or contain. 2 the outer protective covering 
of a watch, hook, seed vessel, sausage, etc. 3 Brit. an 
item of luggage, esp. a suitcase. 4 a glass box for 
showing specimens, curiosities, etc. @ vf 1 enclose 
in a case, 2 (foll. by zezth) surround. 3 (esp. in phr. 
case the joint) s/ang reconnoitre (a house ct. . 
esp. with a view to robbery. [from Latin capsa] 


casebook 7. a book containing a record of legal or 
medical cases. 

case-bound adj. ,of a book) in a hard cover. 

case-harden v./7, harden the surface of, esp. give a 
steel surface to (iron) by carbonizing. 

case history n. information about a person for use 
in professional treatment, e.g. by a doctor. 

casein /kay-seen/ n, the main protein in milk, 
which occurs in coagulated form in cheese, and is 
used in plastics, adhesives, paint, etc. [based on 
Latin caseus “cheese’| 


case knife n. a knife carried in a sheath. 

case law 7. the law as established by the outcome of 
former cases (cf. COMMON LAW, STATUTE LAW). 

caseload 7. the cases with which a doctor etc. 1s 
concerned at one time. . 

casement 7. ® a win- 
dow or part of a win- 
dow hinged vertically 
to open like a door. 
> winpow. [from Anglo- 
Latin cassimentum|] 

case-sensitive ad). 
Computing distinguish- 
ing between upper-case 
and lower-case letters 
for the purpose of 
making text searches. 

case study 7. the use of 
a particular instance as 
an exemplar of general 
principles. 

casework n. social work concerned with individ- 
uals, 0 caseworker 7. 

cash e 7. 1 money in coins or notes, as distinct from 
cheques or orders. 2 (also cash down) money paid as 
full payment at the time of purchase, as distinct from 
credit. 3 collog. wealth. @ ulr give or obtain cash for (a 
note, cheque, etc.), G cash in I obtain cash for. 
2 (usu. foll. by on) collog. profit (from); take advantage 
(of ). cash up Bri. count and check the day’s takings. 
[earlier in sense ‘a box for money’: based on Latin 
capsa ‘case’| 0 cashable ad. cashless ad. 

cash and carry 2. 1 a system of wholesaling in 
which goods are paid for in cash and taken away by 
the purchaser. 2 a store where this system operates. 

cash card 7. Bril. a plastic card (see carn! n. 6a) for 
withdrawing money from a cash dispenser. 

cash cow 7. collog. a business, or part of one, that 
provides a steady cash flow. 

cash crop 7. a crop produced for sale. 

cash desk n. a counter or compartment in a shop 
where goods are paid for, 

cash dispenser 7. Brit, ¥ an automatic machine 
from which customers of bank etc. may withdraw 
cash, esp. by using a cash card. 


CASEMENT WINDOW 


a 


security 
camera 


cards 
accepled 


receipt exit 
card entry 
semen 
keypad 


de posit 
envelopes 


exit for cash 


deposit slot 


CASH DISPENSER 


cashew 7. 1 (also cashew tree) a bushy evergreen 
tree, Anacardium occidentale, native to Centwal and 
S. America. 2 (in full cashew nut) the edible 
kidney-shaped nut of this tree. [Portuguese] 

cash flow x. the movement of money into and out 
of a business. 

cashier! n. a person dealing with cash transactions 
in a shop, bank, et 

cashier® vir dismiss from service, esp. 
chsgrace. [based on J.atin quassare ‘to quash’) 

cashmere 7. a fine soft wool, esp. that of a breed of 
Himalayan goat. [from Aashmir in Asia] 


with 


ah ca 


cash on delivery 


castle 


cash on delivery 7. a system of paying the carrier 
for goods when they are delivered. 

cashpoint 7. Brit, = cas DISPENSER. 

cash register 7. a machine in a shop etc. with a 
drawer for money, recording the amount of each 
sale, totalling receipts, etc. 

casing 7. a protective or enclosing cover or shell. 

casino 7. (p/. -os) a public room or building for 
gambling, [Italian, literally ‘little house’ 

cask z. a large barrel-like container made of wood, 
metal, or plastic, esp. one for alcoholic liquor. [from 
Spanish casco ‘helmet’] 

casket n. 1 a small often ornamental box or chest 
for jewels, letters, etc. 2 a Brit, a small wooden box 
for cremated ashes. b NM Amer a coffin, esp. a 
rectangular one. 

cassava 7. 1 a any plant of the genus Manihot 
(spurge family) having starchy tuberous roots. b the 
roots themselves. 2 a starch or flour obtained from 
these roots. See also tapioca. [from Taino (Haitian) 
casari] 

casserole e 7. 1 a covered dish, usu. of earthen- 
ware or glass, in which food is cooked, esp. slowly 
in the oven. 2 food cooked in a casserole. @ v.tr cook 
in a casserole. [based on Greek uathion ‘little cup’ | 


cassette n. a scaled case containing a length of 


tape, ribbon, etc. ready for insertion in a machine, 
esp.: 1 a length of audiotape or videotape ready for 
insertion in a tape recorder or video recorder. 
2 a length of photographic film, ready for insertion 
in a camera. [French, literally ‘little case’| 
cassette player 7. a tape recorder for playing back 
audio cassettes. 
cassette recorder 7. a tape recorder for recording 
and playing back audio cassettes. 
cassette tape 7. a cassette of esp. audiotape. 
cassia 7. 1 (also cassia tree) ¥ any tree 
of the genus Cassia, bearing leaves from 
which senna is extracted. 2 the 
cinnamon-like bark of this tree used 
as a spice. > senna, [from Hebrew 
Kst’ah ‘bark like cinnamon’| 


stalk 


stipule 
CASSIA LEAI 
(Cassia senna) 


CASTLE 


The first castles appeared in Europe in the 9th century, 
and were little more than earth and timber strongholds. 
They evolved with no standard shape or structure, 
except for tall walls and keeps, often constructed on 


a natural high point. Castles lost their mili- 
tary importance at the end 
of the 15th century as 
societies became 
more stable. 
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cassis n. a syrupy usu. alcoholic blackcurrant 
flavouring for drinks etc. [French, literally ‘black- 
currant] 

cassock 1. a full-length usu. black or red garment 
worn by clergy, choirs, etc. {from Italian casacca 
‘horseman’s coat’] 0 cassocked ad). 

cassoulet n. a ragout of meat and beans. [French] 

cassowary 7. (fl. -ies) a large flightless 
Australasian bird of the genus Casuarius, with heavy 
body, stout legs, a wattled neck, and a bony crest on 
its forehead. [from Malay kasuan | 

cast e v./7 (past and past part. cast) 1 throw, esp. delib- 
erately or forcefully. 2 (often foll. by on, over) a direct 
or cause to fall (one’s eyes, a glance, light, a shadow, 
a spell, etc.). b express (doubts, aspersions, etc.). 
3 throw out (a net, fishing line, etc.) into the water. 
4 Jet down (an anchor or plumb line). 5 a throw off, 
get rid of. b shed (skin etc.), esp. in the process of 
growth. 6 record, register, or give (a vote). 7 a shape 
(molten metal or plastic material) in a mould. 
b make (a product) in this way. 8 a (usu. foll. by as) 
assign (an actor) to play a particular character. 
b allocate roles in (a play, film, etc.). 9 (foll. by a, nto) 
arrange or formulate (facts etc.) in a specified form. 
e 7. 1 the throwing of a missile etc. 2 a throw of a 
net, plumb line, or fishing line. 3 a an object of 
metal, clay, etc., made in a mould. b a moulded 
mass of solidified material, esp. plaster protecting a 
broken limb. 4 the actors taking part in a play, film, 
etc. 5 form, type, or quality (cast of features; cast of 
mind). 6 a tinge or shade of colour. 7 (in full cast in 
the eye) a slight squint. 8 a mass of earth excreted 
by a worm. d cast about (or around or round) 
make an extensive search (actually or mentally) (cast 
about for a solution). cast adrift leave to drift. cast 
ashore (of waves etc.) throw to the shore. cast 
aside give up using; abandon. cast away I reject. 
2 (in passwe) be shipwrecked and marooned. cast 
down deject. cast loose detach; detach oneself. 
cast lots see sor. cast off 1 abandon. 
2 Knitting ¥ take the stitches off the needle by loop- 


ing each over the next to finish the edge. 


first stitch lifted 


second stitch 
lifted and 
pulled through — 
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curtain wall 


3 Naut. a set a ship free from a quay etc. 
b loosen and throw off (rope etc.), cast on 
Knitting make the first row of loops on 
the needle, cast out expel. cast up 
(of the sea) deposit on the shore. 
[from Old Norse asta] 

castanet 7. (usu. in f/.) » a small 
concave piece of hardwood, 
ivory, etc., in pairs held in 
the hands and clicked 
together by the fin- 
gers as a rhythmic 
accompaniment, esp. 

by Spanish dancers. 

[> ORCHESTRA, PERCUSSION. 
[from Spanish castaneta 
‘little chestnut’) 

castaway e n. a shipwrecked person. e adj. ship- 
wrecked. 

caste n. 1 any of the Hindu hereditary classes, 
distinguished by relative degrees of purity or pollu- 
tion, whose members have no social contact with 
other classes but are socially equal with one 
another and often follow the same occupations. 
2 a more or less exclusive social class. 3 a system of 
such classes. 0 lose caste descend in the social 
order. [from Spanish & Portuguese casta ‘lineage, 
race’| O casteism n. often derog. 

castellated adj. 1 having battlements. 2 castle-like. 
0 castellation n. 

caste mark n. a symbol on a person’s forehead 
denoting his or her caste. 


CASTANETS 


caster 7. 1 var. of casror. 2 a person who casts. 

caster sugar 7. (also castor sugar) By, finely 
granulated white sugar. 

castigate vt, rebuke or punish severely. [based on 
Latin castigatus ‘corrected, reproved’] 0 castiga- 
tion n. castigator 7. castigatory ad). 

Castilian e n. 1 a native of Castile in Spain. 2 the 
language of Castile, standard spoken and literary 
Spanish. @ adj. of or relatung to Castile or Castilian. 

casting 7. an object made by casting, esp. of metal. 

casting couch 7. s/ang a couch in a director’s office 
on which actresses are said to be seduced in return 
for being awarded parts. 

casting vote 7. a deciding vote usu. given by the 
chairperson when the votes on two sides are equal. 
[from an obsolete sense of cast ‘to turn the scale’ | 

cast iron e 7. a hard alloy of iron, carbon, and sil- 
icon cast in a mould. e adj. (cast-iron) 1 made of 
cast won. 2 hard, unchallengeable, unchangeable. 

castle e 7. 1 a ¥ a large fortified building or group 
of buildings; a stronghold. > kere. b a formerly 
fortified mansion. 2 Chess = roox*. @ uv Chess 
1 int. make a special move (once only in a game on 
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CAT 


Cats were domesticated by the 
ancient Egyptians over 8,000 
years ago, yet it was only in the 
late 19th century that the first pedi- ey 
eather 

gree breeds were developed. Now 

‘© | more than 300 breeds and varieties are 
recognized, although they vary rela- 
tively little in appearance. Differing head 
shapes are one of the main distinguishing chest 
characteristics, as is length of hair. The latter 
feature 1s, perhaps, the most straightforward method 
of categorizing pedigree and non-pedigree cats. 
Shorthair breeds oumumber longhair ones. 
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EXAMPLES OF CAT BREEDS 


PEDIGREE LONGHAIR CATS 
Pe 


CHOCOLATE POINT LONGHAIR RED PERSIAN LONGHAIR BROWN CLASSIC TABBY MAINE COON LILAC ANGORA 


PEDIGREE SHORTHAIR CATS —— — 


AG. 


BLUE EXOTIC FOREIGN LILAC CREAM POINT COLOUR POINTED | NON-PEDIGREE CATS 
ORIENTAL SHORTHAIR BRITISH SHORTHAIR j 


USUAL ABYSSINIAN CINNAMON SILVER 
CORNISH REX 
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MANN 


BROWN SPOLTED 
RGAE NS AN DWE EE SIE ens SEAL POINT SIAMESE SHORTHAIR BLUE-CREAM SHORTHAIR 


cast net 


each side) in which the king is moved two squares 
along the back rank and the nearer rook is moved 
to the square passed over by the king. 2 ¢ move (the 
king) by castling. [from Latin castellum ‘little for] 
d castled ad). 

cast net 7. a net thrown out and immediately 
drawn in. 

cast-off e adj. abandoned, discarded. e n. a cast-off 
thing, esp. a garment. 

castor 7. (also caster) 1 a small swivelled wheel 
fixed to a leg (or the underside) of a piece of furni- 
ture. 2 a small container with holes in the top for 
sprinkling the contents. 

castor oil 7. an oil from the seeds of a plant, Ric- 
nus communis, used as a purgative and lubricant. 
[18th-century coinage] 

castor sugar var. of G\sTER SUGAR. 

castrate vf; 1 remove the testicles of: geld. 
2 deprive of vigour. [based on Latin castratus ‘pruned, 
deprived of vigour’] 0 castration n. castrator n. 

castrato /kass-trah-toh/ x. (pl. castrati) hist. a 
male singer castrated in boyhood so as to retain a 
soprano or alto voice. [Italian] 

casual e adj. 1 accidental; due to chance. 2 not 
regular or permanent; temporary, occasional 
(casual work; a casual affair). 3 a unconcerned, un- 
interested (was very casual about it). b made or done 
without great care or thought (@ casual remark). 
¢ acting carelessly or unmethodically. 4 (of clothes) 
informal. @ 2. 1 a casual worker. 2 (usu. in pl.) casual 
clothes or shoes. [from Latin casualis] O casually 
adv. casualness n. 

casualty n. (p/. -ies) 1 a person killed or injured in 
a war or accident. 2 a thing lost or destroyed. 
3 Brit, = CAsuaczy DEPARTMENT. 

casualty department 7. (also casualty ward) 
the part of a hospital where casualties are treated. 

casuist n. 1 a person, esp. a theologian, who 
resolves problems of conscience, duty, etc., often 
with clever but false reasoning, 2 a sophist or quib- 
bler. [from Spanish caswista] 0 casuistic adj. casu- 
istical adj. Casuistically adv. casuistry n. 

CAT /kat/ abbr. 1 computer-assisted (or -aided) test- 
ing, 2 ed. computerized axial tomography (CAT 
scanner). 

cat n. 1 <a small soft-furred four-legged domest- 
cated animal, Felis catus. 2 any wild animal of the 
family Felidae, c.g a hon, tger, or leopard. 
3 a catlike animal of any other family (crv cat). 
4 collog. a malicious or spitetul woman. 5 = caT-o- 
NinE-TALS. D let the cat out of the bag reveal a 
secret, esp. involuntarily. like a cat Bri. on hot 
bricks (or on a hot tin roof) very agitated or agi- 
tatedly, put (or set) the cat among the pigeons 
Bni. cause trouble. rain cats and dogs rain very 
hard. the cat’s whiskers (ur pyjamas) s/ag an ex- 
cellent person or thing. [Old English] o catlike ad). 

catabolism /ka-tab-6-lizm/ n. Biochem. the hreak- 
down of complex molecules in living organisms to 
form simpler ones with the release of energy: 
destructive metabolism opp. \xaBorisa). [based on 
Greek katabole ‘descent’| 0 catabolic ad. 

cataclysm 7. 1 a a violent, esp. social or political, 
upheaval or disaster. b a great change. 2 a great 
flood or deluge. [based on Greek klusmos ‘flood’] 
DQ cataclysmal adj. cataclysmic ad). cata- 
clysmically ad:. 

catacomb 1. (often in f/.) 1 an underground cemet- 
ery, esp. a Roman subterranean gallery with 
recesses for tombs. 2 a cellar. [from Late Latin 
catacumbas, name given (5th c.) to the cemetery of 
St Sebastian near Rome] 

catafalque 7. a decorated wooden framework 
for supporting the coffin of a distinguished 
person. [from Italian catafalco] 

Catalan e 1. 1 a native of Catalonia in Spain. 
2 the language of Catalonia. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to Catalonia, tts people, or its language. 
[from Spanish] 

catalepsy n. a state of trance or seizure with loss o! 


catching 


sensation and consciousness accompanied by rigid- 
ity of the body. [based on Greek /épsis ‘seizure’] 
O cataleptic ad. Gn. 

catalogue (US also catalog) e 7. 1 a complete list 
of items (e.g. articles for sale, books held by a 
brary), usu. in alphabetical or other systematic 
order. 2 an extensive list (a catalogue of crimes). 
®@ wir. (catalogues, catalogued, cataloguing; [/S 
catalogs, cataloged, cataloging) 1 make a cata- 
logue of. 2 enter in a catalogue. [based on Greek 
katalegen ‘to pick out’) 0 cataloguer n. (US cata- 
loger). 

catalyse vt, (US catalyze) Chem. produce (a re- 
action) by catalysis. 

catalyser n. Brit, = cxtatytic CONVERTER. 

catalysis n. (pl. catalyses) Chem. & Biochem. the 
acceleration of a chemical or biochemical reaction 
by a catalyst. [from Greek katalusis ‘dissolution’] 

catalyst 7. 1 Chem. a substance that, without itself 
undergoing any permanent chemical change, 
increases the rate of a reaction. 2 a person or thing 
that precipitates a change. 

catalytic adj. Chem. relating to or involving catalysis. 

catalytic converter 7. ¥ a device in the exhaust 
system of a motor vehicle, with a catalyst for convert- 
ing pollutant gases into less harmful ones. > car 


toxic exhaust 


gases less 
harmful gases 
ay in 


platinum and rhodium 7 
catalysts 


CATALYTIC CONVERTER: CUTAWAY VIEW 

catalytic cracker 7. a device for cracking (see 
cRACK v, 9) petroleum oils by catalysis, 

catalyze U/S var. of CaTALyse. 

catamaran 7. | a boat with two hulls side by side. 
> pow Roar. 2 a raft of yoked logs or boats. [from 
Tamil kaffumaram ‘ued wood’| 

catamite 7. the passive partner in sodomy. [based 
on Greek Ganumédés ‘Ganymede’, name of Zeus’ 
cupbearer| 

cat-and-dog adj. (of a relationship etc.) full of 
quarrels, 

cataplexy 7. sudden temporary paralysis due to 
fright etc. [from Greek kalaplexis “stupetaction’| 
Oo cataplectic ad). 

catapult e 7. 1 esp. Brit. a forked stick etc. with 
elasuc for shooting stones. 2 hut. WY a military 
machine for hurling large stones etc. 3 a mechanical 
device for launching a glider, an aircraft from the 
deck of a ship, etc. @ uv 1 & a hurl from or launch 
with a catapult. b fling forcibly. 2 ix leap or be 
hurled forcibly. [from Greek hatapellés| 
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CATAPULT: KLPLIC 4 01 


cataract n. 1 a a large waterfall or cascade. 
b a downpour; a rush of water. 2 Med. a condition 
in which the eye lens becomes progressively 
opaque. [from Greek katarrhaklés ‘down-rushing | 

catarrh /ki-tar/ n. 1 inflammation of the mucous 
membrane of the nose, air passages, etc. 2 a watery 
discharge in the nose or throat due to this. [based 
on Greek katarrhein ‘to flow down’} 0 catarrhal adj. 

catastrophe /ki-tas-tr6-fi/ nm. a great and usu. 
sudden disaster. [from Greek katastrophé] 0 cata- 
strophic adj. catastrophically ade. 

catatonia n. 1 schizophrenia with intervals of 
catalepsy and sometimes violence. 2 catalepsy. 
[from German Kaiatonie] 0 catatonic adj. & n. 

cat burglar 7. a burglar who enters by climbing to 
an upper storey: 

catcall e 7. a shrill whistle of disapproval made at 
meetings etc. @ v.inirz, make a catcall. 

catch e v. (past and past part. caught) 1 & a lay hold 
of so as to restrain or prevent from escaping; 
capture. b (also catch hold of) get into one’s hands 
so as to retain, operate, etc. (caught hold of the handle). 
2 tr. detect or surprise (esp. in a wrongful or embar- 
rassing act) (caught him smoking). 3 t a mtercept and 
hold (a moving thing) in the hands etc. (catch the ball; 
catch the drips). b Crcket dismiss (a batsman) by 
catching the ball before it reaches the ground. 
4 fr. a contract (a disease) by infection or contagion. 
b acquire (a quality or feeling) from another’s ex- 
ample (caught her enthusiasm). 5 tr a reach in time anc. 
board (a train, bus, etc.). b be in time to see etc. (a 
person or thing about to leave or finish). 6 ¢ a appre- 
hend with the senses or the mind (esp. a thing occur- 
ring briefly) (adn catch what he said). b (of an artist 
etc.) reproduce faithfully. 7 a int; become fixed or 
entangled (the bolt began to catch). b tr. cause to co this 
(caught her tights on a nail). ¢ tr (often foll. by on) hit, deal 
a blow to (caught him on the nose; caught his elbow on the 
table). 8 tr: draw the attention of; captivate (caught his 
eye). 9 int: begin to burn. 10 ¢ (often foll. by up) reach 
or overtake (a person etc. ahead). 11 é check 
suddenly (caught lus breath). 12 tr (foll. by at) grasp or 
try to grasp. @ 2. 1 a an act of catching. b Cricket a 
chance or act of catching the ball. 2 a an amount of 
a thing caught, esp. of fish. b a thing or person 
caught or worth catching, esp. in marriage. 
3 a a question, trick, etc. intended to deceive, 
incriminate, etc. b an unexpected or hidden diffi- 
culty or disadvantage. 4 a device for fastening a 
door or window etc. 5 Mus. a round, esp. with 
words arranged to produce a humorous effect. 
Q catch at a straw see sikaw. catch one’s death 
of cold see prarn. catch fire see viru. catch it slang 
be punished or in trouble. catch on collog. 
1 (of a practice, fashion, etc.) become popular. 2 (of 
a person) understand what is meant. catch out Bri, 
1 detect in a mistake etc. 2 take unawares. 
3 = sense 3b of vu. catch the sun 1 be in a sunny 
position. 2 Bri. become sunburnt. catch up 
1 a (often foll. by with) reach a person etc. ahead (he 
caught up wrth us). b (often foll. by with, on) make up 
arrears (of work etc.) (must catch up with my chares). 
2 snatch or pick up hurriedly. 3 (often in passive) 
involve; entangle (caught up in crime). [from Latin 
captare “to try to catch’| a catchable ad). 


catch-22 2. (often attrib.) collog. a circumstance from 


which there is no escape because of mutually 
conflicting or dependent conditions. [title of a 
novel by J. Heller (1961) featuring such a dilemma] 


catch-all 1. (often aiirib.) a thing designed to include 


everything, 


catch-as-catch-can e@ 7. a style of wrestling with 


few holds barred. @ adj. using whatever is available 
(@ catch-as-catch-can repair). 
catch crop 1. a crop grown between two 
staple crops (in position or time). 
catcher 7. 1 a person or thing that catches. 
2 Bayeball a fielder positioned behind the 
home plate. > Homr pian 


catching adj. 1 a (of a disease infectious, b of a 


practice ete. likely to be imitated, 2 attractive 


catchment 


catchment 7. the collection of rainfall. 

catchment area 7. 1 the area from which rainfall _ 
flows into a river etc. 2 the area served by a school ete. | 

catchpenny a4). intended merely to sell quickly. 

catchphrase 7. a phrase in frequent use. 

catchweight e adj. unrestricted as regards weight. 
@ 7. unrestricted weight, as a weight category in | 
sports. 

catchword 2x. 1 a topical slogan. 2 a word su 
placed as to draw attention. 

catchy ad. (catchier, catchiest) (of a tune) casy 
to remember; attractive. 0 catchily adv. catchi- 
ness 7. 

catechism /kat-i-kizm/ n. 1 a a summary of 
the principles of a religion in the form of ques- 
tions and answers. b a book containing this. 
2 a series of questions put to anyone. 0 catechis- 
mal ad. 

catechist /kat-i-kist/ 7. a religious teacher, esp. 
one using a catechism. 

catechize /kat-i-kyz/ «ir, (also -ise) 1 instruct by 
means of question and answer, esp. from a cat- 
echism. 2 put questions to; examine. [froni Greek 
katekhein “to instruct orally’) 0 catechizer n. 

catechumen /kat-i-kew-men/ n. a Christian 
conyert under instruction before baptism. [based 
on Greek katékhein ‘to instruct orally’ 

categorical ad). (also categoric) unconditional; 
explicit, direct (a categorwal refusal), 0 categorically 
ado, 

categorize 1./r (also -ise) place in a category or 
categories. O categorization 7. 

category 7. (fl. -ies) a class or division. [from 
Greek katégoria ‘statement’| 0 categorial ad). 

catenary /kA-tee-na-ri/ e n. (pl. -iesi a cure J 
formed by a uniform chain hanging frecly from two — 
points not in the same vertical line. @ adj. of or resem- 
bling such a curve. [based on Latin catena ‘chain’] 


b & (as catered ad.) 


cathode 


| cater v 1 a mfr (often foll. by for) provide food. 
esp. N. Amer. with food 
provided, esp. by a caterer (catered party). 2 intr. (foll. 
by for, to) provide what is desired or needed by. 
3 itr. (foll. by to) pander to (esp. low tastes). [from 
based on Latin 


archaic noun cater ‘buyer’: 


| captare ‘to seize’ | 
cater-cornered var. of KITTY-CORNER. 


exoskeleton 


- claspers tor etc. 


CATERPILLAR OF \ CITRUS 
SWALLOW TAIL BUTTERELY 


(Papilio demodocus) 


caterer 7, a person who 
supplies food for social 
mouthpart events, esp. profes- 


sionally. O catering n. 
caterpillar 7. 1 a < 


various insects. & META- 


less articulated steel 
band passing round 
the wheels of a trac- 

for 

on rough ground. 
[> SNOWMOBILL. 
vehicle with these 
tracks, e.g. a trac- 
tor or tank. 


suspension | caterpillar 


caterwaul e vint, make the shrill how! of a cat. 
@ 7. a caterwauling noise. [Middle English] 
catfish x. (fl. usu. same) W any of various esp. 


freshwater fish, usu. having whisker-like barbels 
round the mouth. 


CATFISH: BLUE CATFISH barbel 


(Ictalurus furcatus) 


spiracle the larva of 4 butterfly 
or moth. b (in general 
seymenl use) any similar larva of 


cat flap n. a smal] swinging flap in an outer door, 
for a cat to pass in and out. 


Pte 9 HeSulalhe 2 a (in full catgut n. a material used for the strings of musical 
proleg caterpillar track or instruments and _ surgical sutures, made of the 
: tread) prop. ¥ an end- intestines of the sheep, horse, or ass (but not the cat). 


Cath. abbr. 1 Cathedral. 2 Catholic. 

catharsis n. (fl. catharses) 1 the release of 
repressed emotions through drama or art etc., or in 
psychotherapy. 2 Med. purgation. [from Greek 
katharsis| 

cathartic e adj. 1 effecting catharsis. 2 purgative. 
@ n. a cathartic drug. O cathartically adv. 

cathedral x. ¥ the principal church of a diocese, 
containing the bishop’s throne. [based on Greek 
kathedra ‘seav’| 


travel 


ba 


Catherine wheel x. a firework in the form of a 
flat coil which spins when fixed and lit. [based on 
Greek Azkalerina, name of a saint martyred on a 
spiked wheel] 

catheter 7. Med. a tube for insertion into a body 
cavity for mtroducing or removing fluid. {from 

Greek kathetér| 0 catheterize vir. (also -ise). 

cathode n. Electr. 1 the positively charged electrode 

of a device supplying turrent, for example a 


. aie ee eae BS (ioe a di teel torsion : ; 
catenary bridge 7. a suspension bridge hung from aaa aeue ies Fehon of primary cell. 2 the negatwely charged electrode by 
catenaries. which electrons enter an electrical device. [from 
catenate v./7. connect like links of a chain. 0 cat- CATERPILLAR TRACK ON AN Greek kathodos ‘descent’] 0 cathodal adj. cathodic 
: ‘ a} 
enation 7. AMPHIBIOUS TRACTOR ad}. 
Ova IPTa UE DIR. ANU, 
anata) sg sacristy oN ' 
As Christianity spread some 1,000 years ago, ee 2 aie west front 
larger churches were required. New building Spire —i high altar : transept arcade | 
techniques of the time allowed for the construc- be b/ 
: . se ee 1 ARES . f Meth Rl Me a ha | 
tion of the first cathedrals. These had thinner | Peucacee., (ee ean | 
walls, with taller windows that led the eye A aa é i! f | 
Searaacmmales : : Tae ae pinnacle — as } 
he ave nwards and floocted the building with light. | a el a aed 
As Christian places of worship, many cathedrals, — blind . ae ers 
whatever their style, were built in the shape of a gabled arch fae 2 | ae 
cross, with chapels in the arms (transepts), and * * porch 
the altar lying to the east to face the rising sun. - ay a 
have 
MODEL OF THE NORIH SOLROUNINIRY LE 
SIDE OF A 13 TH-CENTURY chotr ine : ; 
GOTHIC CATHEDRAL : , : a oli a . —- spre 
Jimal - 
; _ 
* spire-like 
staggered triple ig fees 
lancet window : 
- 


Lady chapel 


turret-like : 
pinnacle —___B k 


a. : 


> 4 
: 
Md it 
i 
stained glasy 1 | buttress 


etire 
| 


lean-to roof 


parapel — 


mullion = 


a 


COFNIE lac ade 


east transept’) mw 
facade 


est transept purr 


blind lancet | 


buttress 


pitched roof 


| 


flying buttress | 


5 : ,* lateral turret 
na 
Samy > | 
- a \ if = butiresy 


\crocket | small gable 
north porch crowning buttress 


cathode ray 


cathode ray 7. a beam of electrons emitted from 
the cathode of a high-vacuum tube. 

cathode ray tube 7. a high-vacuum tube in which 
cathode rays produce a luminous image on a fluor- 
escent screen. > TELEVISION 

catholic e adj. 1 universal. 2 of wide sympathies or 
interests (catholic tastes). 3 (Catholic) a of the 
Roman Catholic religion. b including all Chris- 
tians. ¢ including all of the Western Church. 
en. (Catholic) a Roman Catholic. [from Greek 
katholikos “aniversal’| 0 catholically adv. Catholi- 
cism 7. catholicity 7. catholicly adv. 

cation /kat-I-6n/ 7. a positively charged ion; an ion 
that 1s attracted to the cathode in electrolysis. 

cationic /kat-J-on-ik/ adj. 1 of a cation or cations. 
2 having an active cation. 

catkin 7. a spike of usu. downy or silky flowers 
hanging from a willow, hazel, etc. [from obsolete 
Dutch katteken ‘kitten’ | 

catmint 7. esp. Bril. a plant, Nepeta cataria (mint 
family), with purple-spotted white flowers and a 
mintlike smell attractive to cats. 

catmap e 7. a short sleep. @ vinir (-napped, 
-napping) have a catnap. 

catnip 7. = catmint. [based on dialect nip ‘catmint’, 
from Latin nepeta| 

cat-o’-nine-tails 7. His’. ¥ a rope whip with nine 
knotted lashes for flogging. 


CAT-O’-NINE- 
TAILS 


Catseye n. Bri. propr. 
one of a series of reflec- 
tor studs set into a road. 


cat’s-eye 7. a precious stone 

of Sri Lanka and the Malabar Coast. 

cat’s-paw 7. 1 a person used as a tool by 
another. 2 a slight breeze rippling the surface 
of water. 

cat’s-tail 7. = REED MACL. 

catsuit n. Bri. a close-fitting garment with trouser 
legs, covering the body from neck to feet. 

catsup CS var. of KercHur. 

cattery 7. (p/. -ies) a place where cats are boarded 
or bred. 

cattle n.p/. large ruminant animals with horns and 
cloven hoofs, e.g. cows, bison, and buflalo, esp. of 
the genus Bos. > ruminant. [from Old French chatel 
‘chattel’] 

cattle cake n. Brit. a concentrated food for cattle, in 
cake form. 

cattle grid 7. Bri. a grid covering a ditch, allowing 
vehicles to pass over but not cattle, sheep, ete. 

cattle guard n. N. Amer. = carrie cr. 

catty adj. (cattier, cattiest) 1 spiteful. 2 catlike 
0 cattily adv. cattiness 7. 

catty-corner (also catty-cornered) var. of Kirn 
CORNLR. 

catwalk n. 1 a narrow footway along a bridge, 
above a theatre stage etc. 2 a narrow platform or 
gangway used in fashion shows ete. 

Caucasian e adj. 1 (also Caucasoid) of or relating 
to the light-skinned division of humankind. 2 of or 
relating to the Caucasus. @ n. a Caucasian person. 
{from Caucasus, mountains between the Black Sea 
and Caspian Sea, supposed place of origin of this 
people] 

caucus e 7. (pl. caucuses) 1 (in N. America and 
New Zealand) a a meeting of the members of a 
legislative body belonging to a particular political 
party, to decide policy. b a bloc of such members. 
2 often derog (esp. in the UK) aa usu. secret meet- 
ing of a group within a larger organization. b such 
a group. @ vir, (caucused, caucusing) hold or 
form a caucus. [18th-century US coinage] 

caudal adj. 1 of or like a tail. & visu. 2 of the poster 
ior part of the body. [based on Latin cauda ‘tail’ 
Oo caudally ade. 

caudate adj. having a tail. 


caudillo 7. (p/. -os) (in Spanish-speaking countries) 
a military or political leader. [Spanish] 

caught past and past part. of carcu. 

caul pn. the inner membrane enclosing a foetus. 
{Middle English] 

cauldron 7. (also caldron) a large deep bowl- 
shaped vessel for boiling over an open fire. [from 
Latin caldarium ‘hot bath’] 

cauliflower n. 1 a variety of cabbage with a large 
immature flower head of small usu. creamy-white 
flower buds. 2 the head eaten as a vegetable. 
> veceran.e. [earlier cole-florie, from obsolete French 
chou fleun ‘flowered cabbage’] 

cauliflower ear 7. an ear thickened or deformed 
by repeated blows, esp. in boxing. 

caulk (US also calk) e 7. a waterproof filler and 
sealant, used in building. e vr 1 seal (a seam etc.) 
with caulk. 2 a stop up (the seams of a boat etc.) 
with oakum etc. and waterproofing material, or by 
driving plate-junctions together. b make watertight 
by this method. [from Latin calcare ‘to tread’| 
o caulker zn. 

causal ad. 1 of, forming, or expressing a cause or 
causes. 2 relating to cause and effect. 0 causally ad. 

causality 7. 1 the relation of cause and effect. 2 the 
principle that everything has a cause. 

causation 2. 1 the act of causing or producing an 

effect. 2 = causaury 1. 
causative adj. 1 acting as cause. 2 (foll. by of) 

producing. 3 Gram. expressing 
O causatively adv. 


Cause, 


cause e 7. 1 a that which produces an 
effect, or gives rise to an action, phenomenon, 
or condition. b a person or thing that occasions 
something. c a reason or motive; a ground (cause for 
complaint). 2 a reason adjudged adequate (show 
cause). 3 a principle, belief, or purpose ( fazthful to the 
cause). 4 a a matter to be settled at law. b an indi- 
vidual’s case offered at law (plead a cause). 5 a side 
taken in a dispute. @ vr 1 be the cause of, produce, 
make happen (caused a commotion). 2 (foll. by to + 
infin.) inchice (caused me to smile). in the cause of 
to defend or support (im the cause of justice). make 
common cause with join the side of. [from Latin 
causa} O causable adj. causeless adj. causer n. 


CAVE 

Most caves occur in limestone since this 
type of rock is soluble in rainwater. Acidic 
rain seeps in, dissolving calcite out of the 
sedimentary rock and gradually producing 


waterfall 


stalaclite 


| soluble limestone strata stalagmite 


GROSS-SEC Tian 


THROUGH 


caveat 


cause célébre /kohz se-lebr/ n. (pl. causes 
célébres pronunc. same) 1 a lawsuit that attracts 
much attention. 2 an issue that gives rise to wide- 
spread public discussion. 

causeway 2. I a raised road or track across low or 
wet ground or a stretch of water. 2 a raised path by 
a road. [based on Latin catx ‘lime, limestone’] 

caustic e adj. 1 that burns or corrodes organic 
tissue. 2 sarcastic, biting. 3 Chem. strongly alkaline. 
@ n. a caustic substance. [based on Greek kausios 
‘burnt’] G caustically adv. causticity n. 

caustic potash 7. potassium hydroxide. 

caustic soda n. sodium hydroxide. 

cauterize 1/7, (also -ise) Med. burn or coagulate 
(tissue) with a heated instrument or caustic 
substance, esp. to stop bleeding. [from Greek 
kautériazein| O cauterization n. 

caution @ 7. 1 attention to safety; prudence, care- 
fulness. 2 a esp. Brit. a warning, esp. a formal one 
in law. b a formal warning and reprimand. 
3 collog. an amusing or surprising person or thing, 
e vt 1 warn or admonish. 2 esp. Brit. issue a 
caution to. [from Latin cautio ‘taking heed’) 

cautionary adj. that gives or serves as a warning. 

cautious adj. careful, prudent; attentive to safety. 
0 cautiously adv. cautiousness 7. 

cavalcade n. a procession of riders, motor vehicles, 
etc. [based on Latin caballus ‘packhorse’] 

cavalier e 7. 1 just. (Cavalier) a supporter of 
Charles I in the Civil War. 2 a courtly gentleman. 
e@ adj. offhand, supercilious, blasé. [based on Latin 
caballus ‘horse’| 0 cavaherly adv. 

cavalry n. (pi. -ies) (usu. treated as pl.) soldiers on 
horseback or in armoured vehicles. 

cavalryman n. (p/. -men) a soldier of a cavalry 
regiment. 

cave e@ 7. ¥ a large hollow in the side of a cliff, hill, 
etc., or underground. @ v.zlr, explore caves. 0 cave 
in 1 a (of a wall, earth over a hollow, etc.) subside, 
collapse. b cause (a wall, earth, etc.) to do this. 
2 yield; give up. [based on Latin cavus ‘hollow’] 
0 cavelike adj. caver n. 

caveat /kav-i-at/ n. 1 a warning or proviso. 2 Law 
a process in court to suspend proceedings. [Latin, 
literally ‘let a person beware’] 


hollows. As rain continues to drip in, it leaves 
behind tiny calcite sediments. These deposits 
accumulate to form stalactites and stalag- | 
mites, and columns where the two meet. 


sink hole 


enlarged crack 


NCLYNTTE SCENT), 


caveat emptor 


caveat emptor 7. the principle that the buyer 
alone is responsible if dissatisfied. [Latin, literally 
‘let the buyer beware’} 

caveman 7. (//. -men; jem. cavewoman, fi. 
-women) 1 a prehistoric man living in a cave. 
2 a primitive or crude man. 

cavern 7. a cave, esp. a large or dark one. [from 
Latin caverna] O cavernous adj. cavernously adv. 

caviar 7). (also caviare) the pickled roe of sturgeon 
or other large fish, eaten as a delicacy. {from French] 

cavil e@ vintr (cavilled, cavilling; L/S caviled, 
caviling) \usu. foll. by af, about) make petty objec- 
tions. @ 7. a trivial objection. [from Latin cavilla 
‘mockery’| 0 caviller 1. 

caving 7. exploring caves as a sport or pastime. 

cavity 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a hollow within a solid body. 
2 a decayed part of a tooth, [from Late Latin cavilas] 

cavity wall x. a wall formed from two skins of brick 
or blockwork with a space between. > Houst 

cavort @.i/7. collog. caper excitedly. [originally US] 

cavy n. a guinea pig or related South American 
rodent. & kovrnt. [Latin cava, from Carib| 

caw e 7. the harsh crv of 
@ v.inir. utter this cry. 

cayenne 7. (in {ull cayenne pepper) a pungent red 
pepper prepared from ground dried chillies. 
& cum, spice. [from Tupi (Brazilian) Ayynha, assimi- 
lated to Cayenne, capital of French Guiana] 


a rook, crow, etc. 


cayman /, (also caiman) ¥ any of several reptiles 
related to alligators. [trom Carib acayuman| 


CAYMAN? JUVENILE SPECTACLED CAYMAN 
Caiman crocodilus) 


CB abir. 1 citizens’ band. 2 (in the UK) Companion 
of the Order of the Bath. 

CBE ahi, Commander of the Order of the British 
Empire. 

CBI abbr. (in the UK) Confederation of British 
Industry. 

ce abby. (also c.e.) 1 cubic centimetre(s). 2 carbon copy. 

CCTV abby. closed-circuit television. 

CD abbr. compact disc. 

Cd symb. Chem. the element cadmium, 

ed ahi. candela. 

Cdr. abbr. Mil. Commander. 

Cdre. abi. Commodore. 

CD-ROM «hbx, compact disc read-only memory. 

CDT ath). 1 Central Daylight Time. 2 craft, design, 
and technology. 

Ce symb. Chem. the element cerium. 

cease @ 2/7, © intr stop: bring or come to an end 
(ceased breathing, @ n. (in without cease) unendingly. 
O cease fire \f7/. stop firing. [from Latin cessare] 

ceasefire n. \fi/. 1 an order to stop firmg. 2 a 
period of truce. 

ceaseless adj. without end. G ceaselessly ad. 

cecum (Svar. of cvrctM. 

cedar 1. 1 ¥ any spreading evergreen conifer of the 
genus Cedrus, bearing tufts of small needles and 


needle-like 


leaf 
CEDAR: (.LDAR . — 
OF LEBANON 4 
Cedrus libani 


barrel 
shape d com 


cell 


cones of papery scales. 2 any of various similar 
conifers yielding timber. 3 = ceparwoop. [from 
Greek kedros| 

cedarwood i. the fragrant durable wood of any 
cedar tree. 

cede vtr. give up one’s rights to or possession of. 
{from Latin cedere ‘to yield ’| 

cedilla 7. 1 a mark written under the letter ¢ to 
show that it is sililant (as in fagade), 2 a similar mark 
under s. [based on Greek zéia, the letter Z] 

ceilidh /kay-li/ n. orig. J, & Sc. an informal gath- 
ering for conversation, music, dancing, songs, 
and stories. [from Old Irish cézide ‘visit, visiting’ | 

ceiling 7. 1 a the upper interior surface of a room 
or other similar compartment. b the material form- 
ing this. 2 an upper limit on prices, wages, perfor- 
mance, etc. 3 devon. the maximum altitude a 
given aircraft can reach. [Middle English] 

celandine 7. either of two yellow- 
flowered plants, the greater celandine, 
Chelidonium majus, and the lesser 
celandine, Ranunculus ficaria. [based on 
Greek khelidén ‘swallow’, the flowering 
being associated with the arrival of 
swallows| 

celebrant 7. a person who performs a rite. 

celebrate ». 1 / mark (a festival or special 
event) with festivities etc. 2 i perform 
pubhely and duly (a religious ceremony 
etc.). 3 a ir officiate at (the Eucharist). 
b intr. officiate. 4 ini, engage in festtv- 
ities. 5 i (esp. as celebrated adj.) co 
honour publicly, make widely 
known. [based on Latin celeber 
‘frequented, honoured’) a cele- 
bration n. celebrator n. cele- 
bratory ad). 

celebrity 7. (fi. -ies) 1 a well- 
known person. 2 fame. 


edible 
swollen 
lem 
celeriac 7. ® a variety of celery 

with a swollen turnip-like stem base 
used as a vegetable. 


CELESTIAL SPHERE 


| 

| For the Earth-based observer, the positions 
of celestial bodies, such as the Sun, Moon, 

| stars, and planets, can be described by 
locating them on an imaginary sphere — the 
celestial sphere - that is centred on the 
Earth, and which rotates around the Earth 
once a day. The north and south poles of 


north celestial 
pole _ 


| circle af right aes 


Ascension 
= 


ecliplu 


waremkyar! 
sphere 


youth celestial 
pole / 


CELERIAC 
(Apium graveolens) 


celerity n. archaic or literary swiftness (esp. of a living 
creature). [from Latin celeritas] 
celery 7. an umbelliferous plant, Apium graveolens, 
with leaf-stalks used as a vegetable. {from Greek 
selinon ‘parsley’ | 8 
celesta n. \fus. a small keyboard instrument resem- 
bling a glockenspiel, with hammers striking stecl 
plates suspended over wooden resonators. [from 
French céleste ‘heavenly’ 
celestial adj. 1 heavenly; divinely good or beautiful; 
sublime. 2 of the sky, or of outer space as observed 
in astronomy etc. [based on Latin caelum ‘heaven’ | 
o celestially adv. 
celestial equator 7. the great circle of 
the sky in the plane perpendicular to the 
Earth’s axis. > CELESTIAL SPHERE 
celestial navigation 7. navigation by 
the stars ete, 
celestial sphere 7. ¥ an imaginary sphere 
of which the observer is the centre and in 
which celestial objects are represented as lying. 
& Z0pie 
celiac US var. of cortc. 
celibate @ adj. 1 committed to abstention 
from sexual relations and from marriage. 
2 abstaining from sexual relations. @ 7. a 
celibate person. [from Latin  caeltbatus 
‘unmarried state’] 0 celibacy n. 
cell 7, 1 a small room, esp. in a prison or 
monastery. 2 a small compartment, e.g, in 
a honeycomb. 3 a small group as a 
nucleus of political activity, esp. of a 
subversive kind. 4 Biol. a ® the structural 
and functional unit of an organism, 
consisting of cytoplasm and a nucleus 
enclosed in a membrane. > aca. b an 
enclosed cavity in an organism etc. 
5 Electr. a vessel for containing elec- 
trodes within anyelectrolyte for current- 
generation or elegtrolysis. > sarrery. [from 
Latin cella ‘storersom, chamber’} 0 celled 
adj. (also in comé.). cell-like ad}. 


é 
the celestial sphere lie directly above those 
of the Earth, at the points where the Earth’s 
axis of rotation intersects the sphere. The 
celestial equator marks a projection of the 
Earth’s equator on to the sphere, while the 
echptic marks the path of the Sun across 
the sky as the Earth orbits the Sun. 


Earth's axis of rotation | 
(inclined at 25'/-° from 
the vertical) 


circle of declination 
(celestial latitude) 


celestial equator 
(appears to rotate 
clockwise) 


-_ 


CELESTIAL SPHERE. 
(ROUND THE EARTH 


2 


Ke 


cellar 


CELL 


The cell is the basic structural unit of every 
living thing, and most plants and animals _ 
are composed of millions of them. Cells 
work in unison to perform the tasks neces- 
sary to keep an organism alive. They vary 


plasma membrane 
vacuole 


\ (storage area) ribosomes 


| nucleus 


cptoplasm 


smooth / === \ rough 
endoplasmic — endoplasmic 
reticulum mitochondrion reticulum 


CROSS-SECTION OF AN ANIMAL CELL 


cellar e 7. 1 a room below ground level in a house, 
used for storage. 2 a stock of wine in a cellar (has a 
good cellar). @ v.tr. store or put in a cellar. [from Late 
Latin cellarium ‘storehouse’ | 

Cellnet 2. prop. a cellular telephone service. 

cello /chel-oh/ n. (pl. -os) ¥ a bass instrument of 
the violin family. > orcHrsrra, srrincep. [abbrevi- 
ation of vioLoNnceLio] o cellist n. 


scroll scroll eye 
fre 1B hon 
: ——— nul 
- ¥ 
tuning’ peg 


— fingerboard 
string 


bow rounded shoulder 


soundboard 


F-shaped 


soundhole 


bridge 


_ tuning 
adjuster 


CELLO AND 
BOW 


sprke 


cellophane 2. propr. a thin transparent wrapping 
material made from viscose. [based on criuLoss.] 

cellphone 7. a small portable radio-telephone. 

cellular ad. 1 of or having small compartments 01 
cavities. 2 of open texture; porous. 3 Physiol. of or 
consisting of cells. 4 designating or relating to a 
mobile telephone system that uses a number of 
short-range radio stations to cover the area it 
serves. [from French cellulaire] 0 cellularity 2. 

cellular blanket 7. a blanket of open texture. 

cellular phone ». (also cellular radio) a system of 
mobile radio-telephone transmission with an area 
divided into ‘cells’ each served by its own small 
transmitter. 


mitochondrion 


chloroplast - 


in shape according to function: a human 

red blood cell is disc-shaped, while a nerve 

cell is thread-like and may be a metre long. | 
Unlike animal cells, plant cells can produce 
their own food through photosynthesis. 


plasma 
membrane 


staff cell wall 


cytoplasm 


nucleus 


endoplasmi 
reticulum 


vacuole filled 
with cell sap 


CAR GSS =srke Waal OPIN hE E Te N Nair Lake 


cellule 7. Biol. a small cell or cavity. 

cellulite n. a lumpy form of fat, esp. on the hips and 
thighs of women, causing puckering of the skin, 

celluloid 7». 1 a transparent flammable plastic 
made from camphor and nitrocellulose. 2 cinema 
film. [based on cLLiuiose] 

cellulose 7. 1 Biochem. a carbohydrate forming the 
main constituent of plant cell walls, used m the 
production of textile fibres. > cru. 2 (in general use) 
a paint or lacquer consisang of esp. cellulose 
acetate or nitrate in solution. [French] 
DB celluloSic adj. 

cell wall 7. Biol. the rigid layer that 
encloses a plant or bacterial cell. 
DB CEL 

Celsius ad. of or denoting a 
temperature on the Celsius scale. 
[named after A. Celsius, Swedish 
astronomer, 1701 44] 


we Usage See Usage Note at ceni- 
GRADE, 


Celsius scale pn. a scale of temperature on 
which water freezes at O° and boils at 100 


under standard condiuons. 
Celt n. a member of a group of western European 


peoples, including the pre-Roman inhabitants of 


Britain and Gaul and their descendants, esp. in 
Ireland, Wales. Scodand, Cornwall. Brittany, and 
the Isle of Man. [from Greek Ae/tor ‘Celts’ 
Celtic e adj. of or relating to the Celts. @ na 
group of languages spoken by Celtic peoples, 
including Gaelic, Welsh, Cornish, and Breton. 
o Celticism #1. 
Celtic cross 7.» a Latin cross with a circle 
round the centre. 
cement e 1. 1 a powdery substance 
made by calcining lime and_ clay, 
mixed with water to form mortar o1 
used in conerete (see also PortiaNp 
cumrnt), 2 any similar substance that 
hardens and fastens on setung, 3a uniting 
factor or principle. 4 a substance for filling 
cavities in teeth, @ 2.4 1 a unite with or as with 
cement. b establish or strengthen (a friend- 
ship etc.}. 2 apply cement to. 3 hne or cove) 
with cement. [from Latin caemenfum “quarry 
stone’] O cementation 1. 
cemetery 7. (//. -ies) a burial ground. 
[from Greck kormeétérion “dormitory | 
cenobite (Svar, of CouNnonrr., 
cenotaph 7. a tomblike monument 


censer 7. » a vessel in which incense is 


censor e 7. an official authorized to 


censure ®@ 


: CENTAUR 


iain 


CELTIC CROSS 


centimetre 


to a dead person whose body is elsewhere. [from 
Greek kenos ‘empty’ + laphos ‘tomb’| 


Cenozoic (also Cainozoic) Geol. @ adj. of or 


S 


relating to the most recent era of geo- 

logical time. @ n. this era (cf. Mrsozo1:, \e 
Pararozoic). [based on Greck kainos tiie. 
‘new’ + zdton ‘animal’] 


burnt. [from Old French censier| 


ayegvewreenn Om 
APE Tx) 
DRACO 


Sonya OME 
BRRSE SAU 


examine printed matter, films, news, 
etc., before public release, and to 
suppress any parts on the grounds of 
obscenity, a threat to security, etc. 
e vf, 1 act as a censor of. 2 make dele- 
tions or changes in. [Latin, from censere 


een? 


‘to assess’] O censorship 7. gilded 
— see chains 
m Usage As a verb, censor is often a 
confused with censure ‘to criticize gy ee 
> $ vessel for 
harshly’. % ate: 
: % , incense 
censorious adj. severely critical; fault- § ¥ 
; 


finding. 0 censoriously adv. censori-  % § 
ousness 1, 


utr criticize harshly; ¢ 
reprove. @ n. harsh criticism, expres- 
sion of disapproval. [from Latin 
censura| Q censurable ad). 


IO 


w Usage See Usage Note at 
CLNSOR, 


ay 


mee 


census 7. (//. censuses) the offi- 
cial count of a population or of a 
class of things. [Latin] 
cent 7. 1 a a monetary unit in 
various countries, equal to one- 
hundredth of a dollar or other 
decimal currency unit. b a coin of 
this value. 2 collog. a very small 
sum of money. 3 see per cent. [from Latin 
centum “hundred’] 
centaur 7. <a creature in Greck mythology 
with the head. arms. and torso of a man 
and the body and legs of a horse. {from 
Greek kenlauros. Greek name for a Thes- 
salonian tribe of expert horsemen] 
centenarian @ 7. a person a hundred 
or more years old. @ adj. a hundred or 
more years old. 
centenary @ 7. (fl. -ies) 1 a hundredth 
anniversary. 2 a celebration of this. @ adj. of 
or relating to a centenary. [based on Latin 
centum ‘a hundred] 
centennial e ad. 1 lasting for a hundred years. 
2 occurring every hundred years. @ 7. = CENTENARY 7. 


CENSER 


center US var. of conirn. 
centerboard US var. of cenikLboxrn. 
centerfold (/S var. of crentREroLn. 

centering US var. of CENTRING. 

centesimal ad. reckoning or reckoned by 
hundredths. [from Latin centesimus ‘hundredth’ | 
Ocentesimally adc. 
centi- comb. form } one-hundredth (centieram, 
centilitve), 2 hundred. [from Latin centumn ‘a 
hundred] 

centigrade ad, 1 = Criss. 2 having a 
scale of a hundred degrees. [based on 
Latin gradus *step’| 


w Usage In sense 1, Celsius is usually 
preferred in technical contexts. 


centigram 7. (also centigramme) a metric 
unit of mass, equal to one-hundredth of a 
eran. 
centilitre n. (U'S centiliter) a metric unit 
® of capacity, equal to one-hundredth of a 
litre 
centimetre 7. ((‘S centimeter) a 
metric unit of length, equal to one- 
hundredth of a metre 


centipede 


centipede 7. > a preda- 
tory arthropod of the 
class Chilopoda, with a 


antenna 


flattened elongated body one pair 
of many segments, most of legs 
bearing a pair of legs. per body 


{from Latin centipeda| yy 


central adj. 1 of, at, or 
forming the centre. 
2 from the centre. 
3 chief, essential, most 
important. 0 central- 
ity n. centrally adv. 

central bank 7. a 
national bank issuing 
currency etc, 

central heating 7. a method of warming a building 
by pipes, radiators, etc., fed from a central source of 
heat. 

centralism 7. a system that centralizes. 0 central- 
ist 7. 

centralize 1, (also -ise) 1 (7. @ intr. bring or come to 
a centre. 2 ¢. a concentrate (aclministration) at a 
single centre. b subject (a state) to this system. 
O centralization 7. 

central locking n. a locking system in motor ve- 
hicles whereby the locks of several doors can be 
operated from a single lock. 


CENTIPEDE 
(Lithobius species) 


central nervous system 7. Ana. the complex of 


nerve tissues that controls the activities of the body. 
[> NERVOUS sYS1LM 

central processing unit 7. (also central proces- 
sor) the part of a computer in which the control 
and execution of operations occur. > PCB 

central reservation see kISLRV\NION 5. 

centre (US center) e 7. 1 the middle point, esp. of a 
line, circle, or sphere. 2 a pivot or axis of rotation. 
3 aa place or group of buildings forming a central 
point in a district, city, etc,, or a main area for an 
acuvity (shopping centre: town centre). b (with preceding 
word) equipment for a number of connected func- 
tions (mustc centre). 4 a point of concentration or 
dispersion; a nucleus or source. 3 a political group 
holding moderate opinions. 6 the filling in a choc- 
olate etc. 7 Sport a the middle player in a line in some 
field games. > kvcsy. b a kick or hit from the side to the 
centre of the pitch. @ 7: 1 iméx (foll. by im, on: disp. foll. by 
round) have as its main centre; focus on. 2 @ place in 
the centre. 3 #7; (fol. by am, on, etc.) concentrate or focus 
(a thing) in, around, etc. 4 ér Sport kick or hit (the ball) 
from the side to the centre of the pitch. [from Greek 
kentron “sharp point] 0 centred adj. (often in comb). 
centric adj. centricity n. 


mw Usage The use of the verb centre in sense | ‘to 
focus on’ with round is common and found among 
good writers, but it is sull considered incorrect by 
some people because centre designates a specific 
point. In such cases it is better to use centre on, e.g. 
The discussion centred on ways of raising money. 


centre-back 7, Sport a middle player or position in 
a back line. 

centreboard 1. ((/S centerboard: a board for 
lowering through a boat’s keel to prevent leeway. 
DINGHY 

centrefold x. (C'S centerfold) a printed and usu. 
illustrated sheet folded to form the centre spread of 
a magazine etc. 

centre forward 7. Spori the middle player or pos- 
ition in a forward hne. & roorea 

centre half 7. Sport the middle player or position in 
a defensive line. & roots 

centre of gravity 7. a point from which the weight 
of a body may be considered to act. 

centre of mass 7”. a point representing the mean 
position of the matter in a body or system, 

centrepiece 7. 1 an ornament for the middle of a 
table. 2 a principal item. 

centre spread 1). the two facing middle pages of a 
newspaper ete, 
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cerebration 


centre stage e 7. 1 the centre of a stage. 2 the 
centre of attention. @ adv. in or into this position. 

-centric comb. form forming adjectives with the sense 
‘having a (specified) centre’ (anthropocentnic, eccentric). 

centrifugal adj, moving or tending to move from a 
centre. [based on Latin centrum ‘centre’ + fugere ‘to 
flee’] 

centrifugal force 7. an apparent force that acts 
outwards on a body moving about a centre, caused 
by the body’s inertia. 

centrifuge e 7. ¥ a machine with a rapidly rotating 
container designed to apply centrifugal force to its 
contents, usu, to separate liquids from solids, or fluids 
of different densities (e.g. cream from milk). 
@ wi 1 subject to the action of a centrifuge. 2 sep- 
arate by centrifuge. 0 centrifugation 7. 


direction of rotation 


; uard 
arm C g 
swinging 
tube sediment 
spindle 


CENTRIFUGE 


centripetal ad. moving or tending to move 
towards a centre. {based on Latin centrum ‘centre’ + 
petere ‘to seek’) 0 centripetally adv. 

centripetal force n. a force acting on a moving 
body in the direction of the centre about which it is 
moving, 

centrist 7. Polil. often derag a person who holds 
moderate views. 0 centrism 7. 

centurion 7. the commander of a century in the 
ancient Roman army. [from Latin centurio] 

century 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a a period of one hundred 
years. b any of the centuries reckoned from the birth 
of Christ (aeenteth century = 1901 2000; fifth century wc 
= 500-401 wc). 2 a a score of a hundred, esp. a 
hundred runs by one batsman in cricket. b a group of 
a hundred things. 3 a company in the ancient Roman 
army, originally of 100 men. [from Latin centura] 


a Usage Strictly speaking, since the first century 
ran from the year 1-100, the first year of a given 


century should be that ending in 01. However, in 
popular use this has been moved back a year, and 
so the twenty-first century will commonly be 
regarded as running from 2000 -2099. 


century plant 7. the American aloe, Agave ameri- 
cand. 

cep 7. an edible mushroom, Boletus 
edulis, with a stout stalk, a smooth 
brown cap, and pores rather 
than gills. [from Latin cippus 
‘stake’] 

cephalic /si-fal-ik/ adj. of or in 
the head. [based on Greek 
kephalé ‘head’| 

cephalopod 7. ¥ a marine mol- 
lusc of the class Cephalopoda, 
having a distinct head with large 
eyes and a ring of tentacles 
around a beaked mouth. [from 
Greek kephalé ‘head’ + pous podos 
‘foot’F} 

ceramic e adj. 1 made of clay and permanently 
hardenéd by heat (a ceramic bow! ). 2 of or relating to 
ceramics (the ceramic arts). en. 1 » a ceramic article 
or product. 2 a substance used to make ceramic 
articles. [based on Greek keramos ‘pottery’ | 

ceramicist 7. a person who makes ceramics. 

ceramics 7.f/. 1 ceramic products collectively (ex- 
hibition of ceramics). 2 (usu. treated as svg.) the art of 
making ceramic articles. 

cereale 7. 1 (usu. in pl.) a any kind of grain used for 
food. > crain. b any grass producing this, e.g. wheat, 
maize, etc. 2 a breakfast food made from a cereal. 
e@ adj. of or relating to edible grain or products of it. 
[based on Ceres, Roman goddess of agriculture} 

cerebellum 7. (//. cerebellums or cerebella) 
the part of the brain at the back of the skull in 
vertebrates, which coordinates and regulates 
muscular activity. > BRAIN, sPINAL corp. [Latin, liter- 
ally ‘little brain’) 0 cerebellar adj. 

cerebral adj. 1 of the brain. 2 intellectual rather 
than emotional. 0 cerebrally ado. 

cerebral hemisphere n.“each of the two halves of 
the vertebrate cerebrum. > BRAIN 

cerebral palsy 7. a condition marked by weakness 
and impaired coordination of the limbs. 

cerebration 7. working of the brain. d cerebrate 
viner. 


CEP 
(Boletus edulis) 


CEPHALOPOD 


Compared to most other invertebrates, 
cephalopods are fast-moving and intelligent 


animals. To swim at speed, they use a form of 


Jet propulsion in which water is expelled 
backwards through a funnel- 
shaped siphon. 


tentacle 


—_- 


suckers 


EXAMPLES OF CEPHALOPODS 


CONMTON CULT LERISH 
(Sepia officinalis) 
ae 


ENTERNAL FEATURES OF 
A LESSER OCTOPUS 


eye with 
horizontal iris 


visceral hump 
containing muscles, 
organs, and stomach 


(Eledone cirrhosa) 


SQUID 
(Seproteuthis sepioidea) 


ee a 


cerebro- 


CERAMIC 


Fashioned from clay or other non-metallic 
minerals, ceramics were originally baked 
until hard in an open oven, but are now 
fired in a kiln or furnace. Widely used as 
decorative articles, they also have a more 
functional purpose: for building house walls, 


EXAMPLES OF CERAMICS 


insulating cables, and mending broken 

teeth. New ceramics are being developed for 
car and aircraft engines. More durable than 
traditional kinds, they can be as strong as | 
steel and are capable of withstanding 
extremely high temperatures. 


PORCELAIN BRICK 


GLAZED 
CLAY BEADS 


cerebro- comb. form brain (cerebrospinal). [from Latin 
cerebrum “brain’| 

cerebrospinal aq. of the brain and spine. 

cerebrovascular adj. of the brain and its blood 
vessels. > BRAIN 

cerebrum 7. (//. cerebra) the principal part of the 
brain in vertebrates, located in the front area of the 
skull, which integrates complex sensory and neural 
functions. > spuvat corp, [Latin, literally ‘brain’] 

ceremonial e adj. 1 with or concerning ritual or 
ceremony, 2 formal (a ceremonial bow). @ n. 1asystem 
of rites etc. 2 the formalities or behaviour proper to 
any occasion (with all due ceremonial). 0 ceremoni- 
alism 7. ceremonialist n. ceremonially adv, 

ceremonious ad). 1 = crremoniat ad. 2 full of cere- 
mony; accompanied by rites. 3 having or showing a 
fondness for ritualistic observance or formality. 
O ceremoniously adv. ceremoniousness ”. 

ceremony 7. (//. -ies) 1 a formal religious or public 
occasion. 2 formalities (ceremony of exchanging compli- 
ments). 3 excessively polite behaviour (bowed low with 
greal ceremony). Q stand on ceremony insist on the 
observance of formalities. [from Latin caertmonia 
‘religious worship’] 

cerise /se-reez/ @ adj. of a light clear red colour. 
@ n. this colour. [French, literally ‘cherry’] 

cerium 7. Chem. a silvery metallic element of the 
lanthanide series used in the manufacture of 
lighter flints. [named after the asteroid Ceres, 
discovered at about the same time (1801)}] 

cert 7. Brit. slang (esp. dead cert) 1 an event or 
result regarded as certam to happen. 2 a horse 
strongly tipped to win. 

certain e ad. 1 a confident, convinced (certain that 1 
put it here). b indisputable (¢/ is certain that he 2s guilty). 
2 a that may be relied on to happen (if ts certain to 
rain). b destined (certain to become a star}. 3 definite, 
unfailing, reliable (a certain indication uf the coming 
storm; his touch is certain). 4 (of a person, place, etc. 
that might be specified, but 1s not (@ certain lady, uf a 
certain age). 5 some though not much (a certain reluc- 
tance). 6 {of a person, place, etc.) existing, though 
probably unknown to the reader or hearer (a certain 
John Smith). @ pron. (treated as pl.) some but not all 
(certain of them were wounded). 0 for certain without 
doubt. make certain = make sure (see sini). [from 
Latin certus ‘settled’ | 

certainly ad. 1 undoubtedly, definitely. 2 confi- 
dently. 3 yes; by all means. 

certainty n. (p/. -ies) 1 a an undoubted fact. b a 
certain prospect (his return is a certainty). 2 an 
absolute conviction (has a certainty of his own worth 
3 a thing or person that may be relied on (a certainty 
to win the Derby). 

Cert. Ed. abbr (in the UK) Certificate in Education. 


CEMENT 


certifiable adj. 1 able or needing to be certified. 
2 collog. insane. 

certificate @ 2. a formal document attesting a fact, 
esp. birth, marriage, or death, a medical condi- 
tion. a level of achievement. a fulfilment of 
requirements, ownership of shares, etc. @ utr (esp. 
as certificated adj.) provide with or license or 
attest by a certificate. [related to cerriry| 0 certifi- 
cation 7. 

Certificate of Secondary Education 7. hisi. 
1 an examination set for secondary-school pupils in 
England and Wales, replaced in 1988 by the 
General Certificate of Secondary Education 
(GCSE), 2 the certificate gained by passing it. 

certified cheque . a cheque the validity of which 
is guaranteed by a hank. 

certified mail 7. N. Amey. = recorDeD DELIVERY. 

certify 1/7 (-ies, -ied) 1 make a formal statement 
of attest; attest to (certified that he had witnessed the 
crime). 2 declare by certificate (that a person is quali- 
fied or competent) (certefied as a trained bookkeeper). 


CETACEAN 

| The order Cetacea comprises whales, 
porpoises, and dolphins. Like all other 
mamunals, cetaceans breathe air, but they 
are adapted to a life spent wholly in water. 


EXTERNAL FEATURES OF A 
| FALSE KILLER WHALE 
(Pseudorca crassidens) 


horizontal 
Nuke 


I MRES OF (CEENGEAIN 


WHALES 
minke whale 
Balaenoptera acutorostrata 
PORPOISES 
spectacled porpoise 
(Australophocaena dioptrica) 


Cf 


3 officially declare insane. [based on Latin certus 
“cert | 

certitude 7. a feeling of absolute certainty or 
conviction. 

cerulean /si-roo-li-an/ literary @ adj. deep blue like 
a clear sky. @ 7. this colour. [from Latin caeruleus ‘sky 
blue’] 

cervelat /ser-vé-lah/ 7m. a kind of smoked pork 
sausage. [from Italian cervellata] 

cervical adj. Anal. 1 of or relating to the neck (cer- 
vical vertebrae). > verresrs. 2 of or relating to the 
cervix. [based on Latin cervix -iczs ‘neck’] 

cervical screening 7. examination of a large 
number of apparently healthy women for cervical 
cancer 

cervical smear 71, esp. Bril. a specimen of cellular 
material from the neck of the womb spread on a 
microscope slide for examination for cancerous cells. 

cervix 7. (pl. cervices /ser-vi-seez/) Anat. 1 the 
neck. 2 the neck of the womb. > Repropuctive 
orcans, [Latin] 
Cesarean (also 
CAESAREAN, 


Cesarian) US Med. var. of 

cesium US var. of carsiun. 

cessation 7. I a ceasing (cessation of the truce). 2 a 
pause (resumed fighting after the cessation). [based on 
Latin cessare ‘to cease’] 

cession 7. 1 the ceding or giving up (of rights, 
property, and esp. of territory by a state), 2 the 
territory ete. so ceded. [from Latin cesszo} 

cesspit n. 1 a pit for the disposal of refuse. 
2 = cesspoor. [based on obsolete cess ‘peatbog’] 

cesspool 7. 1 an underground container for the 
temporary storage of liquid waste or sewage. 2 a 
centre of corruption, depravity, etc. 

cetacean e 7. ¥ any marine mammal of the order 
Cetacea, with streamlined hairless body and dorsal 
blowhole for breathing. > poeHin, PORPOISE, WHALE. 
@ ad). of cetaceans. [based on Greek kétos ‘whale’ | 

cetane 7. Chem. a colourless liquid hydrocarbon of 
the alkane series used in standardizing ratings of 
diesel fuel. [from spermacefi, from which it was 
derived] 

Ceylon satinwood see sarinwoop la, 

Cf symb. Chem. the element californium. 


They breathe through a blowhole, which 
can be closed on diving, and have flippers 
instead of front limbs. Their hind limbs 
have been lost over the course of time. 


dorsal fin blowhole R 


heak 


blade-like flipper 


» 


\ 


DOLPHINS 
bottlenose dolphin 
Tursiops truncatus) 


cf. 


ef. abbr. compare. [Latin confer “compare’] 

c.f. abbr. carried forward. 

CFC abbr. Chem. chlorofluorocarbon, any of a class 
of usu. gaseous compounds of carbon, hydrogen, 
chlorine, and fluorine, used in refrigerants, 
aerosol propellants, etc., and harmful to the 
ozone layer in the Earth’s atmosphere. 

CFE abbr Brit. College of Further Education. 

eg abbr. centigram(s). 

egs «abbr, centimetre-gram-second. 

cha var. of cHar?. 

Chablis /shab-lee/ n. (/. same) a dry white 
burgundy wine. [from Chablis in E. France, where it 
is produced] 

cha-cha #. .also cha-cha-cha) 1 a ballroom dance 
with a Latin American rhythm, 2 music for or in 
the rhythm of a cha-cha, [Latin American 
Spanish] 

chador ». (also chadar) a large piece of cloth worn 
in some countries by Muslim women, wrapped 
around the body to leave only the face exposed. 
[from Persian tdar “sheet, veil” j 

chafe e « 1 & ©& intr make or become sore or 
damaged by rubbmg. 2 @ rub. 3 tx & int: make or 
become annoyed; fret (was chafed by the delay). 
en. Laanact of chafing ba sore resulting from this. 
2 a state of annoyance. [from Latin calefacere to heat} 

chafer n. any of various large slow-moving strong- 
flying beetles of the family Scarabacidae. [Old 
English] 

chaff e 7. 1 the husks of corn or other seed separ- 
ated by winnowing or threshing. 2 chopped hay 
and straw used as fodder. 3 light-hearted joking: 
banter. 4 worthless things; rubbish. ef: 1 tease; 
banter. 2 chop {straw ete.). [Old English] 

chaffer z.inir, haggle; bargain. [Middle English] 
5 chafferer n. chaffy ad. 

chaffinch n. a common European finch, Fringilla 
coelebs, the male of which has a blue-grey head with 
pinkish cheeks and breast. [Old English. literally 
‘chaff finch’, from its foraging around harns etc. ] 

chafing dish 7. 1 a cooking pot with an outer pan 
of hot water, used for keeping food warm. 2 a dish 
with a spirit lamp ete. for cooking at table. [from 
obsolete chafe ‘to warm | 

chagrin /shag-rin/ @ 7. acute vexation or mortif- 
cation. @ vf affect with chagrin. [French] 

chain e 7. 1 a a connected flexible series of esp. 
mictal links as decoration or for a practical purpose. 
b something resembling this ( formed a human chain). 
2 (in pi.) fetters used to confine prisoners. 3 a 
sequence, series, or set \chain of events: mountain 
chain. 4a group of associated hotels, shops, etc. 5a 
measure of length 66 ft. 6 Chem. a group of (esp. 
carbon) atoms bonded in sequence in a molecule. 
@ @fr Totten foll. by wp secure or confine with a 
chain. 2 confine or restrict (a person) (2s chained to the 
office). {from Latin catena| 

chain bridge 7. 2 suspension bridge on chains. 

chain gang 7. a team of convicts chained together 
and forced to work in the open air. 

chain letter 7. one of a sequence of letters, cach 
recipient in the sequence being requested to send 
copies to a specific number of other people. 

chain link «d. made of wire in a diamond-shaped 
mesh (chainlink fencing). 

armour made of interlaced rings. 


chain mail 1. ¥ 


D Jotst, VIKING 

chain reaction 7 
1 Physics a sellsustain- 
ing nuclear reaction. 
2 Chem. a self-sustaining 
molecular reaction. 3 a 
series of events, each 

caused hy the previous 

Ore. 


CHAIN MAIL: 
COREL AT OE NES = 
MAIL SHIR 


hand guard 


starter grip rea 
guide bar 


toothed chain 


spiked bumper 


front handle / 
CHAINSAW 


fan vent 


chainsaw 7. A a motor-driven saw with teeth on an 
endless chain. > sav 

chain-smoker 7. 2 person who smokes continually, 
esp. one who lights a cigarette etc. from the stub of 
the last one smoked. o chain-smoke v.!7, G it. 

chain store 7. one of a series of shops owned by 
one firm and selling the same sort of goods. 

chair e 7. 1 a separate seat for one person, of vari- 
ous forms, usu. having a back and four legs. 2 a 
professorship. 3 aa chairperson. b the seat or office 
of a chairperson (call you take the chair?; I'm in the 
chan). 4 CS= rincrric CHR. @ vir Lact as chairper- 
son of or preside over {a meeting), 2 Bri. carry (a 
person) aloft in a chair or in a sitting position, in 
triumph. 0 take a chair sit down. [from Greek 
kathedra “seat’] 

chair-bed 1. a chair that unfolds into a bed. 

chair-car 7. a railway carriage with chairs instead 
of long seats 

chairlift 7. a scries of chairs on an endless cable for 
carrying passengers up and clown a mountain ete. 

chairman 7. (//, -men; jem. also chatrwoman, /i. 
-women) 1 a person chosen to preside over a 
meeting. 2 the permanent presideut of a commit- 
tee. a board of directors. Brit. a firm. etc. 3 the 
master of ceremonies at an entertaimnent ete. 

chairmanship ». 


chairperson 7. a chairman or chairwoman (used 
as a neutral alternative). 

chaise 7. esp. /us/. a horse-drawn carriage for one or 
two persons, esp. one with an open top and two 
wheels. [French] 

chaise longue /shayz long’g/ n. (p/. chaise 
longues or chaises longues pronunc. same) 1 a 
sofa with a backrest at only one end. 2 a chair with 
a lengthened seat for reclining on; a sunbed. 
{French, literally ‘long chair’] 

chalcedony /kal-sed-6-ni/ x. ; pl. -ies) a type of 
quartz occurring in several different forms, e.g. 
onyx, agate, etc, > Min.RML. [from Greek khalkedon| 
oO chalcedonice «dj. 

chalet /shal-ay/ 7. 1 a small suburban house or 
bungalow, esp. with an overhanging roof. 2 a small, 
usu. wooden. hut or house on a 
beach or in a holiday camp. 

3 > a Swiss hut or wooden 
cotlage with overhang- 
ing caves. [based on 
Latin cava “hut. 
cottage’} 


—_ 


CHALET: 
CRADETION A 
WOODEN 
DAVISA 
COPS leben 


chalice 7. 1 /ilerary a goblet. 2.a wine cup used in the 
Gommiunion service. [from Latin calix iets ‘cup’ | 

chalk e 7. 1 a white soft carthy limestone :caleiuim 

carbonate) formed from the skeletal remains of sea 

creatures. 2 a a simular (calcium 

sulphate . sometimes coloured, used for writing or 

drawing. ba piece of this (a bor of chalky .3 = Franch 

» @@.f Prub. mark. draw, or write with chalk. 

2 fol. by up, a write or record with chalk, b regis- 


substance 


challenged az. 


chambermaid 7. 


Chamber of Commerce 7. 


chamfer e vf, bevel symmet- 


MADAGASCAN GHAMELEON 


chamfer 


ter (a success etc.). c Brit. charge (to an account). 
Oo by along chalk Bri. by far (from the use of chalk 
to mark the score in games). chalk out sketch or 
plan a thing to be accomplished. [from Laun ca/x| 


chalkboard 7. .N. Amer. = B1AckBOARD. 


chalk pit n. Brit. a quarry in which chalk is dug, 
chalk-stripe 7. a pattern of thin white 
stripes on a dark background. o chalk- 
striped ad). 
chalky adj. (chalkier, chalkiest) 
1 abounding in chalk. 2 white as chalk. 
a chalkiness ». 


challenge e 7. 1 a a summons to take part in a 


contest or a trial of strength etc., esp. a duel. b a 
summons to prove or justify something. 2 a 
demanding or difficult task. 3 Law an objection 
made to a jury member. 4 a call to respond, esp. a 
sentry’s call for a password etc. @ v./r, 1 (often foll. by 
to + infin.) a invite to take part in a contest, game, 
debate, duel, etc. b invite to prove or justify some- 
thing. 2 dispute or deny (a statement etc). 
3 a stretch, stimulate (challenges him to produce his best). 
b (as challenging adj,) demanding; stimulatingly 
difficult. 4 (of a sentry) call to respond. 5 Law 
object to (a jury member, evidence, etc.). [based on 
Latin calumnia ‘trickery’| O challengeable ad). 
challenger n. challengingly adv. 

(in comb.) euphem. or joc. lacking a 
physical or mental attribute (ntellectually challenged ). 


challis 7. a lightweight soft clothing fabric. 
HEL aS /ka-lib-i-at/ adj. (of mineral water 


etc.) impregnated with iron salts. [based on Greek 
khalups -ubos ‘steel’] 


chamber 7. 1 aa hall used by a legislative or judi- 


cial hody. b the body that meets in it. 2 (in pl.) Law 
a Brit. rooms used by a barrister or group of barris- 
ters, esp. in the Inns of Court. b a judge’s room 
used for official proceedings not held in open court. 
3 poet. or archaic a room, esp. a bedroom. 4 a large 
underground cavity; a cave. 5 (attib.) Mus. of or for 
a small group of instruments (chamber orchestra; 
chamber music), 6 an enclosed space in machinery 
etc. (esp. the part of a gun bore that contains the 
charge). [from Latin camera] 0 chambered adj. 


chamberlain 7. an officer managing the house- 


hold of a sovereign on.a great noble. [Middle 
English in sense ‘servant in a bedchamber’] 
0 chamberlainship 7. 


1 a housemaid at a hotel etc. 
2.\. Amer. a housemaid. 

an association to 
promote local commercial interests. 


chamber pot 7. a receptacle for urine etc., used in 


a bedroom. 


chambray /sham-bray/ 7. a linen-finished gine- 


ham cloth with a white weft and a coloured warp. 
[from Cambrai (see campric)| 


chambré adj. (of red wine) brought to room 


temperature. [French| 


chameleon /ka- 


mee-li-6n/ n. Le 
any of a family 
ot small lizards 
having long 
longues, protr- 
uding eyes, and 
the power of chang- 
ing colour. © Lzarw. 
2 a variable or incon- 
stant person. [from Greek 
Ahamaileon, literally ‘dwarf 
lon’| 0 chameleonic ad. 


rically (a right-angled edge or 
corner). @ 2, a bevelled surface at 
an edge or corner. [based on 
French chant “edge’| 


CHAMELEON: 


(Chamaeleo ouslelett\ 


chamois 


chamois 7. 1 /sham-wah/ 
(pl. same) ® an agile goat- 
antelope, Rupicapra rupicapra, 
native to the mountains of 
Europe and Asia. 2 /sham-i / 
(pl. same) (in full chamois 
leather) a soft pliable 
leather from sheep, goats, 
deer, etc. b a piece of 
this for polishing etc. 
[French] 

chamomile var. of 
CAMOMILE. 

champ! ev. 1 & & intr 
munch or chew noisily. 2 # 

(of a horse etc.) work (the bit) 
noisily between the teeth. 3 iz fret with impa- 
tience (2s champing to be away). @ n. a chewing noise or 
mouon. 0 champ at the bit be restlessly impatient. 

champ? ». collog. a champion. 

champagne /sham-payn/ n. 1 aa white sparkling 
wine from Champagne. b (loosely) a similar wine 
from elsewhere. 2 a pale cream or straw colour. 
[from Champagne, former province in E. France 
where it is produced} 


CHAMOIS 
(Rupicapra rupicapra) 


a Usage The use of champagne in sense |b is, 
strictly speaking, incorrect. 


| champion e 7. 1 (often aitrib.) a person (esp. in a 
sport or game), an animal, plant, etc., that has 
defeated or surpassed all rivals in a competition ete. 
2 a person who fights or argues for a cause or on 
behalf of another person. @ utr support the cause 
of, defend, argue in favour of. @ adj. Brit. collog. 01 
dial. first-class, splendid. @ adv. Brit. collog. or dial. 
splendidly, well. [based on Latin campus ‘field, mili- 
tary exercise ground’ | 

championship n. 1 (often in pl.) a contest for the 
position of champion in a sport etc. 2 the position 
of champion over all rivals. 3 the advocacy or 
defence (of a cause etc.). 


chance e 2: 1 a a possibility (just a chance we will | 


catch the train). b (often in pl.) probability (¢he chances 
are against il). 2 a risk (have to take a chance). 3 a an 
accidental occurrence (just a chance thal they met). 
b the absence of design or discoverable cause (here 
merely because of chance). 4 an opportunity (didn’t have 
a chance to speak to him). 5 (often Chance) the 
course of events regarded as a power; fate, @ ad). 
fortuitous, accidental (a chance meeting). @ v. 1 tr. 
collog. risk (we'll chance it and go), 2 intr. (often foll. In 
that + clause, or /o + infin.) happen without inten- 
tion (it chanced that I found it; 1 chanced to find ut). 0 by 
any chance as it happens; perhaps. by chance 
without design; unintentionally. chance one’s 
arm Bril. make an attempt though unlikely to 
succeed. chance on (or upon) happen to find. 
mect. etc. stand a chance (usu. with neg. or iter 
rog.) have a prospect of success etc. take a 
chance (or chances) behave riskily; risk failure. 
take a (or one’s) chance on (or with) consent to 
take the consequences of; trust to luck. [from Old 
French chéance| 

chancel n. the part of a church near the altar, [from 
Latin cancelli Vattice’| 

chancellery n. (//. -ies) 1 a the position, office, 
department, etc., of a chancellor. b the official resi- 
dence of a chanecllor. 2 CS an office attached to an 
embassy or consulate. 

chancellor 1. 1 a state or legal official of various 
kinds. 2 (Chancellor) the head of the government 
in some European countries. [from Late Latin 
cancellarius ‘porter, secretary’| O chancellorship 7”. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer n. the finance 
minister of the United Kingdom, 

chancer 2. collog. a person who fully exploits any 
opportunity. 

chancery 2. | f/, -ies) 1 (Chancery) Jaw the Lord 
Chancellor's court, a division of the High Court of 


Justice. 2 an office attached to an 
embassy or consulate. [Middle 
English] 
chancre /shank-cr/ 7. a painless 
ulcer developing in venereal disease etc. 
{from Latin cancer ‘crab’] 
chancy adj. (chancier, chanciest) subject to 
chance; uncertain; risky. Oo chancily adv. 
chanciness /, 
chandelier /shan-dé-leer/ n. an orna- 
mental branched hanging support for 
several candles or electric hght bulbs. 
[French] 
chandler 7. a dealer in candles, 
oil, soap, paint, groceries, etc. [from 
Old French chandelier ‘candle maker 
or seller’ 
chandlery 7, goods sold by a chandler. 
change e n. 1 the act or an instance of 
making or becoming different. 2 a money 
given in exchange for money in larger units or 
a different currency. b money returned as the 
balance of that given in payment. c = sMAl. 
cuanch |. 3 athe substitution of one thing for 
another; an exchange (change of scene). b a set 
of clothes etc. put on in place of another. 4 (in 
ne change of life) collog. the menopause. 
5 (usu. in pl.) any of the different orders in 
which a peal of bells can be rung. @ vb  & intr 
undergo, show, or subject to change; oe or 
become different (the wig changed his appearance, 
changed from an introvert into an extrovert). 2 tr. a take or 
usc another instead of; go from one to another 
(change one’s socks; changed trains). b (usu. foll. by for) 
give up or get rid of in exchange (changed the car for a 
van). 3 ta give or get change jn smaller denomina- 
tions for (can you change a len-pound nole?s. b (foll. by 
for) exchange (a sum of money) for (changed his dollars 
Jor pounds). 4 tr. G intr. put fresh clothes or coverings 
on (changtd inlo something loose). 5 tx (often foll. by 
with) give and receive, exchange 'changed places with 
him, we changed places). 6 intr, change trains cte. 
(changed al Crewe). 0 change down Bn. engage a 
lower gear in a vehicle. change gear engage a 
different gear in a vehicle. change hands pass to a 
diflerent owner. change one’s mind adopt a 
different opinion or plan. change of air a differ- 
ent climate; variety. change over change from one 
system or situation to another, change one’s tune 
1 woice a different opinion from that expressed 
previously. 2 change one’s style of language or 
manner, esp. froni an msolent to a respectful tone. 
change up #7. engage a higher gear in a vehicle. 
get no change out of Br. collog. 1 fail to get 
information from. 2 fail to get the better of (im 
business etc.). ring the changes (on) vary the 
ways of expressing, arranging, or doing something. 
[from Latin cambire \o barter] o changeful ad). 
changeless adj. changer 1. 
changeable adj. 1 irregular, inconstant. 2 that can 
change or be changed. a changeability 1. 
changeably «adv. 
changeling 7. a child believed to have been subsui- 
tuted for another by stealth, esp. by fairies. 
changeover 7. a change from one system or situ- 
ation to another. 
change-ringing n. the ringing of a set of bells ina 
constantly varying order. O change-ringer 7. 
channel e 2. 1 a a length of water wider than a 
strait, joining two larger areas, esp. seas. b \the 
Channel) the English Channel between Britain 
and France. 2 a medium of communication; an 
agency for conveying information (through the usual 
channels). 3 Broadcasting aa band of frequencies used 
in racio and television transmission. b a station 
using this. 4 the course in which anything moves; a 
direction, 5 the navigable part of a waterway. 6 a 
tubular passage for liquid. 7 a groove or a flute, esp. 
in a column. @ 2/7 \channelled. channelling: 
(’S channeled, channeling) 1 guide. direct 
(channelled them though customs), 2 form channels in: 


chapel 


groove. [from Latin canalis ‘canal’] 0 channelize 
v.tr. (also -ise). 
channel-surf winix change frequently from one 
television channel to another, by means of a 
remote control. 
chant e 7. 1 a spoken sing-song phrase. 2 Mus. aa 
short musical passage in two or more phrases used 
for singing unmetrical words, e.g. psalms, canticles, 
b the psalm or canticle so sung. “e utr, @ intr, V talk 
or repeat monotonously. 2 sing or intone (a psalm 
etc.). [from Latin cantare ‘to sing’ 
chanter n. Mus. the melody-pipe, with finger-holes, 
ef a bagpipe. > paupire 
chanterelle /chahn-té-rel/ 7. < an edible fungus, 
Cantharellus cibarius, with a yellow funnel-shaped 
cap and a smell of apricots. [based on Greek 
kantharos, a kind of drinking vessel] 
chanteuse /shahn-terz/ n. a female 
singer of popular songs. [French] 
chantry 7. (fi. -ies) 1 an 
endowment for a priest or 
priests to celebrate masses for 
the founder’s soul. 2 the 
priests, chapel, altar, etc., 
so endowed. [from Old 
French chanterie| 
chanty var. of suavry?. 
Chanukkah var of 
HANUKKAH, 
chaos 1”. 1 utter confusion, 2 the formless 
matter supposed to have existed before the 
creation of the universe. [from Greek khaos| 
O chaotic ad). chaotically ade. 
chaos theory 7. the branch of science concerned 
with the behaviour of complex systems mm which 
tiny changes can have major effects, and which 
therefore seem unpredictable, 
chap'e ». (chapped, chapping) 1 ini. (esp. of the 
skin) crack in fissures, esp. because of exposure and 
dryness. 2 fr (of the wind, cold, ete.) cause to chap. 
@ 7. (usu, in p/.} a crack in the skin. [Middle English] 
chap? n. esp. Brit. collog. a man; a boy; a fellow. 
[abbreviation of creas] 
chaparajos /shap-a-ray-hohss/ n.pl. .\. Amer ¥ a 
cowboy’s leather protection for the front of the 
legs. {from Mexican Spanish chaparreras| 


CHANTERELLE: 
COMMON 
CHANTERELLE 


(Cantharellus cibarius) 


leather tie 


concha 


bottom hook 
left undone 


CHAPARAJOS: TEXAN BATWING CHAPARAJOS 


chaparral /shap-i-ral/ 7. .\. Amer. dense tangled 
brushwood; undergrowth. [Spanish. from chaparra 
‘dwarf evergreen oak’| 

chapatti 7. (also chapati, chupatty) (/. -is or 
chupatties) (im Indian cookery) a flat thin cake of 
unleavened wholemeal bread. [from Hindi capati] 

chapel e 7. 1 aa place for private Christian worship 
in a large church or esp. a cathedral Lady chapel 
> caruipk vt. b a place of Christian worship attached 
to a private house or msutution. 2 Brit. aa place of 
worship for Nonconformist. bodies. b a chapel 
service, ¢ attendance at a chapel. 3.a room or build- 
ing for funeral services. 4 Brit. Printing the members 
or branch of a printers’ trade union at a specific 
place of work. @ predic.adj. Brit. collog. belonging to or 


chapel of rest 


regularly attending a Nonconformist chapel. [from 
medieval Latin cappella ‘little cloak’; the first chapel 
held St Martin’s sacred cloak] 

chapel of rest 7. Brit. an uncertaker’s mortuary. 

chaperone /shap-é-rohn/ (also chaperon)e7. 1a 
person, esp. an older woman, who ensures propriety 
by accompanying a young unmarried woman on 
social occasions. 2 a person who takes charge of esp. 
young people in public. @ uf, act as a chaperone to. 
{from French chaperon ‘hood’, regarded as giving 
protection] o chaperonage 7. 

chap-fallen adj. dispirited, dejected. [based on 
chap ‘lower jaw’ | 

chaplain n. a member of the clergy attached to an 
institution, ship, regiment, etc. [from medieval 
Latin cappellanus, originally custodian of the cloak 
of St Martin (see cHarei.)| G chaplaincy 7. (pi. -ies). 

chaplet n. a garland or circlet for the head. [based 
on Late Latin cappa ‘cap’} 0 chapleted ad). 

chapman 7. (//. -men) Bri. hist. a pedlar [Old 
English] 

chappal 7. an Indian sandial, usu. of leather. [Hindi] 

chappie n. Bri. collog. = «iw. 

chaps 2. = cHAPaRyos. 

chapter 2. 1 a main division of a book. 2 a period 
of time (in a person’s life, a nation’s history, etc.). 
3 a series or sequence (a chapter of misfortunes). 
4 a the canons of a cathedral or other religious 
community or knightly order. b a meeting of 
these, 5 .\. Amer. a local branch of a society. 
o chapter and verse an exact reference or 
authority. [from Latin capitulum ‘little head’] 

chapter house 7. 1 a building used for the mect- 
ings of a chapter. & monasrrry. 2 US the place 
where a college fraternity or sorority meets. 

char! vf; G intr. icharred. charring) 1 make or 
become black by burning; scorch. 2 burn or be 
burnt to charcoal. 

char? Brit. collog. @ n. = cHarwoman. @ cint. (char- 
red, charring) work as a charwoman. [Old 
English cerr*a turn’} 

char? 7. (also cha) Brit. collog. tea. [from Chinese cha] 

char“ 7. (also charr) ( pl. same) ¥ any small troutlike 
fish of the genus Salvelinus. [1 7th-century coinage] 


CHAR: LAKE CHAR 
(Salvelinus namaycush) 


charabanc /sha-ra-bang/ 7. Brit, his!. Wan early 
form of motor coach. |from French char @ bancs 
‘carriage with seats’ | 


1926 MODLI 


CHARABANC: 


character 7. 1 the collective qualities or character- 
istics, esp. mental and moral, that distinguish a 
person or thing, 2 a moral strength (has a weak char- 
ater). b reputation, esp. good reputation. 3 a 
person in a novel, play, etc. 4 collog. a person, esp. 
an eccentric oF a real 
character). 3 aa printed or written letter, symbol, or 
distinctive mark | Chinese characters; b Computing any 
of a group of symbols repre: 


outstanding individual e's 


nung a letter etc. Gin 


sie 


chart 


(or out of ) character consistent (or inconsistent) 
with a person’s character. [from Greek kharaktér 
‘instrument for marking’] 0 characterful ad). 
characterfully adv. characterless adj. 
characteristic @ ad). typical, distinctive (wth char- 
acteristic expertise). @ n. a characteristic feature or 
quality. 0 characteristically adv. 
characterize »./7, (also -ise) 1 describe the charac- 
ter of. 2 be characteristic of. 3 impart character to. 
O characterization /. 
charade /sha-rahd/ 7. 1 (usu. in pi.; treated as 
sing.) a game of guessing a word from a written 
or acted clue. 2 an absurd pretence. [from 
modern Provengal charrado ‘conversation | 
charbroil ./. grill (meat etc.) on a rack over 
charcoal. [blend of cHarcoat and prom] 
charcoal e 7. 1 a an amorphous form of 
carbon consisting of a porous black residue 
from wood, bones, etc., heated in the 
absence of air. b <a piece of this 
used for drawing. 2 a drawing in 
charcoal. 3 (in full charcoal 
grey) a dark grey colour. [Middle 
Enghsh, based on earlier coal 
‘charcoal’ | 
charcuterie /shar-koo-té-ri/ 
n. cold cooked meats, [French] 
chard 7. (in full Swiss chard) a 
kind of beet, Beta vulgaris, with edible broad white 
leaf-stalks and green blades. > vecetaste. [from 
French carde| 
Chardonnay 7. I a variety of white wine grape 
used for making champagne and other wines. 2 a 
wine made from this grape. [French] 


CHARCOAL 
STICK AND MARK 


charge e 7. I f a ask (an amount) as a price (charges 
£2 @ ticket). b ask (a person) for an amount as a price 
vou forgot to charge me). 2 tr a (foll. by to, up to) debit 
the cost of to (a person or account). b debit (a 
person or an account) (bought a neve -ar and charged te 
company). 3 fr a (often foll. by zezth) accuse (of an 
offence) (charged him wth theft). b (toll. by that + clause) 
make an accusation that. 4 é (foll. by ¢o + infin.) 
instruct or urge. 5 fr (foll. by wz) entrust with. 
6 a int, make a rushing attack; rush headlong. b 0: 
make a rushing attack on; throw oneself against. 
7 (often foll. by up) a tr give an electric charge to (a 
body); store energy in (a battery etc.). b itr (of a 
battery etc.) receive and store energy. 8 ¢ (often foll. 
by zezth) load or fill (a vessel, gun, etc.) to the full or 
proper extent, 9 #7; (usu. as charged adj.) (usu. foll. 
by with) pervaded (with strong feelings etc.) 
(atmosphere charged with emotion, a charged atmos- 
phere). @ n. 1 a price asked for goods or services. 
2 an accusation, esp. against a prisoner 
brought to trial. 3 a a task, duty, or commission. 
b care, custody, responsible possession. ¢ a person 
or thing entrusted. 4 an umpetuous rush or attack, 
esp. in a batde. 5 the appropriate amount of mater- 
ial to be put into a receptacle, mechanism, etc. at 
one time, esp. of explosive for a gun. 6 a a property 
of matter causing electrical phenomena. b the 
quantity of this carried by a body. ¢ energy stored 
chemically for conversion into electricity. & wxrrery, 
d the process of charging a battery. 7 Heraldry a 
device; a bearing. 0 put a person on a charge 
Brit. charge a person with a specified offence. 
return to the charge begin again, esp. in argu- 
ment. take charge (often foll. by of) assume 
control or direction. {from Late Latin car(rijcare ‘to 
load’| o chargeable ad). 
charge account »..\. Amer. a credit account at 
a shop ete. 
charge card 7. a credit card for which the account 
must be paid in full when a statement is issued. 
chargé d’affaires /shar-zhay da-fair/ n. (alsu 
charge; (//. chargés pronunc. same) 1 an amhas- 
sador’s deputy. 2 an envoy to a minor country. 
chargehand 1. ri/, a worker, ranking below a fore- 
man, in charge of others on a particular job. 
charge nurse v7. Sr/. a nurse in charge of a ward. 


charger' n. 1 a cavalry horse. 2 a device for charg- 
ing a battery. 

charger? 1. archaic a large flat dish. [from Anglo- 
French chargeour| 

chargrill vir. grill (food, typically meat or fish) 
quickly at a very high heat. 

chariot 2. hist. w a two-wheeled 
vehicle drawn by horses, 
used in ancient warfare 
and racing. [from Old 


French char ‘car’] 


platform 


shaft | 


CHARIOT: REPLICA 
OF AN ANCIENT 


ROMAN CHARIOT Spoked wheel - 


charioteer 7. a chariot driver. 

charisma /ka-riz-ma/ n. (/. charismata) the 
ability to inspire followers with devotion and 
enthusiasm. [from Greek kharisma ‘gift of grace’] 

charismatic /ka-riz-mat-ik/ e ad. 1 having 
charisma; inspiring enthusiasm. 2 (of Christian 
worship) characterized by spontaneity, ecstatic 
utterances, etc. @ n. a person who claims divine 
inspiration; an adherent of charismatic worship. 
0 charismatically adv. 

charitable ad. 1 generous in giving to those in need. 
2 of, relating to, or connected with a charity or char- 
ies. 3 apt to judge persons, acts, and motives 
favourably. o charitableness n. charitably adz. 

charity 1. (//. -ies) 1 a giving voluntarily to those n 
need; alms-giving. b the help, esp. money, so given. 
2 an institution or organization for helping those in 
need. 3 a kindness, benevolence. b tolerance in judg- 
ing others. ¢ love of one’s fellows. [from Latin canias] 

charlady 2. (fl. -ies) Brit. = cHarwoman. 

charlatan /shar-|a-tan/ n. a person falsely claim- 
ing a special knowledge orskill. [from Italian czarla- 
lano ‘babbler | 0 charlatanism n. charlatanry 2. 

charleston (also Charleston) e 7. a lively dance 
of the 1920s with side-kicks from the knee. 
@ vinir. dance the charleston. [named after Charleston, 
a city in 5. Carolina, US] 

charlotte /shar-l6i/ 7. a pudding made of stewed 
fruit with a casing or covering of bread, sponge cake, 
biscuits, or breadcrumbs (apple charlotte). [French| 

charm e 7. 1 a the power or quality of giving 
delight, arousmg admiration, or influencing. 
b (usu. in p/.) an attractive or enticing quality. 2 a 
trinket on a bracelet etc. 3 an object, act, or word(s) 
supposedly having occult or magic power; a spell. 
e vr 1 delight, captivate. 2 influence or protect as 
if by magic (/eads a charmed life). 3 cast a spell on, 
bewitch. 0 hke a charm perfectly, wonderfully. 
[based on Latin carmen ‘song’| G charmer 7. 


charming ad. 1 delightful, attractive, pleasing. 
2 (often as int.) iron. expressing displeasure or disap- 
proval. 0 charmingly adv. 

charmless aq. lacking charm; unattractive; ungra- 
clous. 0 charmlessly adv. charmlessness n. 

charm offensive n. the celiberate use of charm or 
cooperation in order to achieve a (usu. political) 
goal. 

charnel house 7. a house or vault in which dead 
bodies or bones are piled, [from Old French charne/ 
‘burying place’ 

charpoy 7. Anglo Ind. a light bedstead. [from Hindi 
charpai] 

charr var. of cHar’. 

chart en. 1 a geographical map or plan, esp. for 
navigation by sea or air. 2 a sheet of information in 
the form of a table, graph, or diagram. 3 (usu. in 


chartbuster 


check 


pl.) a listing of the currently most popular records, 
esp. pop singles. @ ut make a chart of, map. [from 
Latin charta ‘card’} 

chartbuster ». colloq. a best-selling popular song etc. 

charter @ 7. 1 a a written grant of rights, by the 
sovereign or legislature, esp. the creation of a 
borough, company, university, etc. b a written 
constitution or description of an organization’s 
functions etc. 2 a contract to hire an aircraft, ship, 
ctc., for a special purpose. e wir 1 grant a charter 
to. 2 hire (an aircraft, ship, etc.). [from Latin chartula 
‘little card’| 0 charterer 7, 

chartered adj. Brit. (of an accountant, engineer, 
librarian, etc.) qualified as a member of a profes- 
sional body that has a royal charter. 

charter flight z, a flight by a chartered aircraft. 

Chartism 2. fist. the principles of the UK parlia- 
mentary reform movement of 1837-48. [name 
taken from the manifesto “People’s Charter’: based 
on Latin charta ‘charter’] 0 Chartist n. 

chartreuse /shah-trerz/ e n. 1 a pale green or 
pale yellow liqueur of brandy and aromatic herbs 
etc. 2 either colour of this. @ adj. pale green or pale 
yellow. [from La Grande Chartreuse, Carthusian 
monastery near Grenoble] 

charwoman 7. (f/. -women) Brit. a woman 
employed as a cleaner in houses or offices. 

chary adj. (charier, chariest) 1 cautious, wary. 
2 sparing; ungenerous (chary of giving praise). 3 shy. 
{Old English, related to care] 0 charily adv. 

Charybdis see Scyita AnD CHaryepis. 

chase'e w. 1 ¢ pursue in order to catch. 2 #r (foll. by 
Srom, out of, to, etc.) drive. 3 inir. a (foll. by after) hurry 
in pursuit of (a person). b (foll. by round etc.) collog. 
act or move about hurriedly. 4 ¢r (usu. foll. by up) 
Bri. collog. pursue (overdue work, payment, etc. or 
the person responsible for it). 5 i collog. a try 
to attain. b court persistently and openly. @ 7. 
1 pursuit. 2 Brit. unenclosed hunting land. 3 (prec. 
by fhe) hunting, esp. as a sport. [based on Latin 
capere “to take’| 

chase? ui, emboss or engrave (metal). 

chaser 1. 1 a person or thing that chases. 2 a horse 
for steeplechasing. 3 collog. a drink taken after 
another of a different kind, e.g. spirits after beer. 

chasm 7. | a deep fissure or opening in the Earth, 
rock, etc. 2 a wide difference of feeling, interests, 
etc. [from Greek khasnia] 0 chasmic ad). 

chassé /shass-ay/ @ 7. a gliding step in dancing. 
e@ wimtr (chasséd; chasséing) make this step. 
[French, literally ‘chased’] 

chassis /shas-i/ n. (p/. same) the base frame of a 
motor vehicle, carriage, etc. [based on Latin capsa 
‘case’] 

chaste adj. 1 abstaining from extramarital, or from 
all, sexual intercourse. 2 (of behaviour, speech, etc.) 
pure, virtuous, decent. [from Latin  castus| 
o chastely adv. chasteness n. 

chasten vi, 1 (esp. as chastening, chastened adjs.) 
subdue, restrain. 2 discipline, punish. 3 moderaie. 
[based on Latin castigare ‘to castigate’| 0 chastener 7. 

chastise viz 1 rebuke or reprimand severely. 
2 punish, esp. by beating. [related to cuasren] 
o chastisement 7. chastiser 7. 

chastity 7. 1 being chaste. 2 sexual abstinence; 
virginity. [from Latin castitas] 

chastity belt n. hist. a woman’s garment designed 
to prevent her from having sexual intercourse. 

chasuble n. a loose sleeveless usu. ornate outer 
vestment worn by a priest. > vestmenr. [from Latin 
casula ‘hooded cloak, little cottage’ 

chat e v.inty. (chatted, chatting) talk in a light 
familiar way. @ z. 1 informal conversation or 
talk. 2 an instance of this. 0 chat up collog. chat 
to, esp. flirtatiously or with an ulterior motive. 
[Middle English: shortening of cuarrer| 

chateau /shat-oh/ n. (also chateau) (f/. -teaux 
pronunc. same or /-ohz/) ® a large French country 
house or castle. [from Old French chastel ‘castle’ | 


chatelaine /shat-é-layn/ n. 1 the mistress of a 
large house. 2 hist. a set of short chains attached to 
a woman’s belt, for carrying keys etc. [based on 
medieval Latin castellanus ‘lord of a castle’) 

chatline n. a telephone service which sets up 
conference calls esp. among young people. 

chat room 7. an area on the Internet or other 
computer network where users can communicate. 

chat show n. Bri. a television or radio programme 
in which celebrities are interviewed informally. 

chattel x, (usu. in pi.) 1 Law any property other than 
freehold land, including tangible goods (chattels 
personal) and leasehold interests (chattels real). 
2 (in general use) a personal possession. [from Old 
French chaiel, related to cartier] 

chatter e winir. 1 talk quickly, incessantly, triviy, 
or indiscreetly. 2 (of a bird, monkey, etc.) emit short 
quick sounds. 3 (of the teeth) click repeatedly 
together (usu. from cold). 4 (of a tool) clatter from 
vibration. @ 7. chattering talk or sounds. [Middle 
English] 0 chatterer 7. chattery ad). 

chatterbox 7. a talkative person. 

chatty ad). (chattier, chattiest) 1 fond of chatting; 
talkative. 2 resembling chat; informal and lively 
(a chatty letter). 0 chattily adv. chattiness n. 

chauffeur /shoh-ter/ e 7. (jem. chauffeuse) a 
person employed to drive a motor car. e vir drive (a 
car or a passenger) as a chauffeur. [French, literally 
‘stoker’] 

chauvinism /shoh-vin-izm/ n. 1 exaggerated or 
aggressive patriotism. 2 excessive or prejudiced 
loyalty to one’s cause or group or sex {male chauvin- 
ism). [named after N. Chauvin, Napoleonic veteran 
popularized in the Cogniards’ Cocarde Tncolore 
(1831)} 

chauvinist /shoh-vin-ist/ 7. 1 a person exhibiting 
chauvinism, 2 (in full male chauvinist) a man 
who is prejudiced against or inconsiderate of 
women. 0 chauvinistic ad. chauvinistically ado. 

Ch.B. abbr Bachelor of Surgery. [Latin Chirurgiae 
Baccalaureus] 

cheap e adj. 1 low in price; worth more than its cost. 


2 charging low prices. 3 of poor quality; inferior | 


(cheap housing). 4 a costing little effort or acquired by 
discreditable means (cheap popularity). b contempuble; 


CHATEAU 


During the 15th century, French society 
became less turbulent, allowing noblemen to 
design homes more for comfort and display 
than fortification. They converted, or had 


grouped 
chimney stack 


ridged roof 


Dutch gable. 
\. 


entablature _ 


dormer window) 


conical corbel 


16TH-CENTURY 
FRENCH CHATEAU 
WITH INTERIOR 
REVEALED 
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despicable (a cheap criminal). 5 N. Amer. collog. stingy. 
@ adv, cheaply (got it cheap). 0 on the cheap cheaply. 
[Old English céap ‘barter’ 0 cheapish ad. cheaply 
adv. cheapness 7. 

cheapen wt, G@ int, make or become cheap or 
cheaper; depreciate, degrade. 

cheapjack e 7. a seller of inferior goods at low 
prices. @ adj. inferior, shoddy. 

cheapo adj. (usu. atirib.) slang cheap. 

cheapskate 7. collog. a stingy or parsimonious 
person; a miser. [from cheap + skate “a worn-out 
horse; a mean or dishonest person’] 

cheat e . I #7. a (often foll. by mo, out of ) deceive or 
trick (cheated into parting with his savings). b (foll. by of) 
deprive of (cheated of a chance to reply). 2 mtr. gain 
unfair advantage by deception or breaking rules. 
en. 1 a person who cheats. 2 a trick, fraud, or 
deception. o cheat on collog. be sexually unfaithful 
to. [Middle English, from achete variant of rescues] 
a cheater n. 

Chechen e 2. (#/. -s or same) a member of a 
Muslim Caucasian people inhabiting Chechnya, 
an autonomous republic in SE Russia. @ adj. of or 
relating to this people. [from obsolete Russian 
chechen| 

check'e ». 1 & (also absol.) a examine the accuracy, 
quality, or condition of. b (often foll. by that + 
clause) make sure; verify; establish to one’s satisfac- 
tion. 2 #, a stop or slow the motion of; curb. 
restrain. b collog. find fault with; rebuke. 3 tr Chess 
move a piece into a position that directly threatens 
(the opposing king). 4 zt, US agree or correspond 
when compared. 5 ¢, US mark with a tick etc. 
6 t N. Amer. deposit (luggage etc.) for storage or 
dispatch. 7 intr. pause, esp. (of hounds) to ensure or 
regain scent, @ 7, 1 a means or act of examining for 
accuracy, quality, satisfactory condition, etc. 2aa 
stopping or slowing of motion; a restraint on 
action. b a rebuff or rebuke. ¢ a person or thing 
that restrains. 3 Chess a the exposure of a king to 
direct attack. b (as int.) an announcement of this. 
4 US a bill in a restaurant. 5 (in full baggage or 
luggage check) esp, \. Amer. a token of identifica- 
tion for left luggage etc. @ zt. V. Amer. collog. express- 
ing assent or agreement. O check in I arrive or 


built, chateaux with large windows and 
luxurious state rooms. Defensive features, 
such as moats, were often maintained, but 
these served only as decoration. 


Cont al \prre 


corner tower 


grand state 
room 


ballroom 
i with Flemish 


tapestries 


check 


CHEESE 


Cheese is made by curdling milk or cream 
with rennet or lactic acid. The solid curds 
are then removed, drained, and put into 
moulds: sometimes a bacterial culture is 
added. The nature of the finished product 
is greatly influenced by the duration of the 


EXAMPLES OF HARD CHEESES 


JARLSBERG PARMESAN 


EXAMPLES OF SOFT CHEESES 


om @G | 


MONTEREY JACK BRIE 


EXAMPLES OF BLUE CHEESES 
vd 

es 
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ROQOUEFORT STILTON 


EXAMPLES OF GOAT’S OR SHEEP’S CHEESES 


[i] 6a ba BEC dtr RON 


register at a hotel. airport, etc. 2 record the arrival 
of. check into register one’s arrival ata hotel ete.). 
check off mark on a list etc. as having been exam- 
ined or dealt with, check on examine carefully or 
in detail; ascertain the truth about; keep a watch on 
a person, work done, etc.). check out 1 \often foll. 
by of) leave a hotel ete. with due formalities. 
2 collog. wivesugate; examine for authenticity or 
suitability. check over examine for errors. check 
through inspect: verify successive items of. check 
up ascertain, verify, make sure. check up on = 
check on. im check under control, restrained. [from 
Old French evcheguter ‘to play chess. give check to’] 
0 checkable adj. 

check? 1», 1 a pattern of small squares. 2 fabric 
having this pattern, 3 (attrb.) so patterned. {Middle 
English] 

check ('S var. of cuirart. 

checked ad). having a check pattern, 

checker! n. 1 a person or thing that verifies or 
examines, esp. na factory etc. 2 (Sa cashier in a 
supermarket etc 

checker? n. 1 var. of ciiaiie. 2.4. Amen (in pls usu. 
treated ay ving: the game of draughts. 


1 +4 


en. § 


GRUYERE EMMENTAL 
LIVAROT 


DANISH BLUE 


BUCHETT?T ty \Aqo 


chemical bond 


ripening period, during which the charac- 
teristic flavour and texture develop, and also 
by the type of milk or cream used — whether 
wholefat or skimmed, cow’s milk or goat’s 
milk, etc. Blue-veined cheeses derive their 
colour from a particular mould. 


zt 


TRADITIONAL 
CHEDDAR 


DOUBLE ' 
GLOUCESTER 


WISCONSIN BRICK COM MIBLRI 
~ 
GORGONZOLA BRESST BEE 


CROTIIN DE 
CHAVIGNOL 


PYRENEES 


checkerboard [ Svar. of GurovrERBoaRD. 

check-in 7. 1 an act of checking in. 2 a place for 
checking in, esp. at an airport. 

checking account n. US a current account at a 
bank. 

checklist 7. a list for reference and verification. 

checkmate en. 1 Chess a check from which a king 
cannot escape. b (as int.) an announcement of this. 
2 a final defeat or deadlock. @ /z 1 Chess put into 
checkmate. 2 defeat: frustrate. [from Persian sah 
mal ‘the king is dead’| 

checkout n. 1 an act of checking out. 2 a point at 
which goods are paid for in a supermarket ete. 

checkpoint 7. a place, esp. a barrier or manned 
entrance, where documents, vehicles. etc.. are 
inspected. 

check-up i. a thorough (esp. medical) examination. 

Cheddar ». a kind of firm smooth yellow, white, o1 
orange checse originally made in Cheddar, 
& crept. [from Cheddar, a village in SW England] 

cheek e ». 1 a the side of the face below the eye. 
b the side wall of the mouth. 2 impertinence; cool 
confidence had the cheek to ask. for more). 3. slang either 


buttock. e vt: speak impertinently to. 0 cheek by 
jowl close together; inumate. turn the other 
cheek accept attack etc. meekly; refuse to retaliate. 
{Old English] 

cheekbone 7. the bone below the eye; the zygo- 
matic bone. 

cheeky adj. (cheekier, cheekiest) impertinent, 
impudent. Oo cheekily adv. cheekiness 7. 

cheep e 7. the shrill cry of a young bird. 
e@ «.inir. make such a cry. 

cheer ez. 1 a shout of encouragement or applause. 
2 mood, disposition (full of good cheer). 3 (in pl.; as 
int.) collog. a expressing good wishes before drinking 
or Brit. before parting. b esp. Brit. expressing grati- 
tude. @ z. 1 & a applaud with shouts. b (usu. foll. by 
on) urge or encourage with shouts. 2 imix shout for 
joy. 3 & gladden; comfort. 0 cheer up make or 
become less depressed. [Middle English in sense 
‘face, mood’; from Greek kara ‘head’ 

cheerful adj. 1 in good spirits, noticeably happy. 
2 bright, pleasant (a cheerful room). 3 willing, not 
reluctant. 0 cheerfully ad:. cheerfulness 7. 

cheerio int. Brit. collog. expressing good wishes on 
parting or archaic before drinking, 

cheerleader ». a person who leads cheers of 
applause etc. 

cheerless adj. gloomy, dreary, miserable. 0 cheer- 
lessly ad. cheerlessness 7. 

cheery adj. (cheerier, cheeriest) lively; in good 
spirits; genial, cheering. 0 cheerily adv. cheeri- 
ness 7. 

cheese! n. 1 <a food made from the pressed curds 
of milk. 2 a complete cake of this with rind. 0 hard 
cheese Bri. slang bad luck. [from Latin caseus| 

cheese? 2/7, s/ang (usu. as cheesed adj.) (often foll. 
by off) exasperate. [1 9th-century coinage] 

cheese® 
person. 

cheeseboard 7. 1 a board from which cheese is 
served. 2 a selection of cheeses. 

cheeseburger 7. a becfburger with a slice of 
cheese on it, usu. served in a roll. 

cheesecake 7. a tart filled with sweetened curds 
tes 

cheesecloth 7. thin loogely woven cloth, used ori- 
ginally for wrapping cheese. 

cheesemonger n. Brit. a dealer in cheese, butter, 
etc. 


n. (also big cheese) s/ang an important 


cheese-paring e adj. stingy. @ 7. stinginess. 
a cheese-pare »./7, G iniy. 

cheese plant 7. = Swiss cuirest. max. 

cheese straw 7. a thin chcese-flavoured strip of 
pastry. 

cheesy ad. (cheesier, cheesiest) like cheese in 
taste, smell, appearance, etc. O cheesiness 7. 

cheetah n. a swift-running feline, Acinonyx jubatus, 
with a leopard-like spotted coat. [from Hindi cid] 

chef /shef/ n. a cook, esp. the chief cook in a res- 
taurant etc. [French, literally ‘head’] 

chef-d’ceuvre /shay-dervr/ n. | pl. chefs-d’ceuvre 
pronunc. same) a masterpiece. [French, literally 
‘chief (piece of ) work’ 

chelonian /ki-loh-ni-an/ @ n. & any reptile of the 
order Chelonia, including turtles, terrapins, and 
tortoises, having a shell of bony plates covered with 
horny scales. @ adj. of or relating to this order. [from 
Greek kheléné ‘tortoise’] 

Chelsea bun 7. Bri. a kind of currant bun in the 
form of a flat spiral. [from Chelsea in London] 

Chelsea pensioner 7. (in the UK) an inmate of 
the Chelsea Royal Hospital for old or disabled 
soldiers. 

chemical e adj. of, made by, or employing chem- 
istry or chemicals, @ 7, a substance obtained or used 
in chemistry. [from medieval Latin alehymicus 
‘alchemical’| a chemically ado. : 

chemical bond 2. an interaction by which atoms 
are held together in a molecule or crystal. 


PUL od 


chemical engineer 


CHELONIAN 


Whether land- or water-dwelling, chelo- 
nians are protected by their shell. The 
underpart (plastron) guards the belly, 
while the carapace, composed of horny 
scales and a bony layer, covers the back. 
Inside is the true skeleton, which is 
partly fused to the shell. 


CROSS-SECTION THROUGH 
THE SHELL AND SKELETON 
OF A TORTOISE 


caudal —~ 
vertebrae 


ies OF CHELONIAN ——== 


TORTOISES 
red-footed tortoise 
(Geochelone carbonaria) 


chemical engineer 7. an engineer specializing in 
the design and operation of industrial chemical 
plants. oO chemical engineering 7. 

chemical reaction 7. a process that involves change 
in the structure of atoms, molecules, or ions. 

chemical warfare 7. warfare using poison gas and 
other chemicals. 

chemical weapon 7. a weapon depending for its 
effect on the release of a toxic or noxious substance. 

chemico- comb. form 
(chemico physical). 

chemin de fer /shé-man dé fair/ n. a form of 
baccarat. {French, literally ‘road of iron, railway”| 

chemise /shé-meez/ n. a. woman’s loose-fitting 
undergarment or dress hanging straight from the 
shoulders. [from Late Latin camisza ‘shirt’ | 


chemical; chemical andl 


chemist 7. 1 &r/. a a dealer in medicinal drugs, 
usu. also selling other medical goods and toiletries. 
b an authorized dispenser of medicines. 2 a person 
practising or trained in chemistry, 


CHESS 

Devised some 1,400 years ago in India or 
China. chess is an imitation of warfare, with 
the sole object being to capture the oppon- 
ent’s king. The game is played on a board of 


bishop — queen 


knight 


rook {castle} 


rou' of & 


pawns 


square 
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TERRAPINS 
red-eared slider terrapin 
(Pseudemys cripta) 


chemistry 7. (//. -ies) 1 the study of the elements 
and the compounds they form and the reactions 
they undergo. 2 the chemical composition and 
properties of a substance. 3 collog. the attraction or 
interacuon between people. 

chemo- comb. form. (also chemi-) chemical. 

chemoreceptor 7. S7o/. a sensory organ responsive 
to chemical stimuli. 

chemotherapy /kec-moh-th’e-ra-pi/ n. the treat- 
ment of disease, esp. cancer, by use of chemical 
substances. 0 chemotherapist 77. 

chenille /shé-neel/ n. 1 a tufty velvety cord or 
yarn, used in trimming furniture etc. 2 fabric made 
from this. [French, literally “hairy caterpillar’ 

cheque ». {U/S check) a written order to a bank to 
pay the stated sum from the drawer’s account. 
[special use of cHeck’ to mean “device for checking 
an amount | 

book of for wriung 


chequebook 7. a forms 


cheques. 


6+ squares, with each of the two players 
having 16 chessmen. These represent differ- 
ent ranks and offices, and each is moved 
according to a predetermined pattern. 


king 


bishop 
Knight 
rook (castle, 


16 black chessmen 


chessboard 


16 whih 


chessmen 


AND GHESSMEN 


chesterfield 


cheque card n. Bri. a card issued by a bank to 
guarantee the honouring of cheques. 

chequer (also checker) e 7. 1 (often in f/.) a pattern 
of squares often alternately coloured. 2 (in pl.) 
(usu. as checkers) US the game of draughts. 
@ wf, 1 mark with chequers. 2 (as chequered aq.) 
with varied fortunes (a chequered career|, [Middle 
English, from excHrauer| 

chequerboard 2. (US checkerboard) 1 a chess- 
board. 2 a pattern resembling it. 

cherish viz 1 protect or tend (a child, plant, etc.) 
lovingly. 2 hold dear, cling to (hopes, feelings, etc.). 
[based on Latin carus ‘dear’] 

Cherokee e 7. 1 a an American Indian tribe formerly 
inhabiting much of the southern US. b a member of 
this tribe. 2 the language of this tribe. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to the Cherokees or their language. 

cheroot /shé-root/n, a cigar with both ends open. 
[from Tamil shurutfu ‘roll’ 

cherry e 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a a small soft round 
stone fruit. b (also cherry tree) ¥ any 
of several trees of the genus Prunus 
hearing this or grown for their 
ornamental flowers. 


2 the wood of lanceolate 
any of these leaf 
trees, > woop. 
oe bright deep red colour. cherry fruil 
e ad. of a bright deep red 
colour. from _mecheval 

| CHERRY: 


Laun ceresia} 

cherry brandy ». a dark 
red liqueur of brandy in 
which cherries have been steeped. 

cherry-pick «tr (also absol.) pick (the best) from a 
group. 

cherry red @ 7. = cHerry n. 3. @ adj. (hyphenated 
when alirth,) = cuerry ad). 


TIBETAN CHERRY 
(Prunus serrula) 


cherry tomato 7. a miniature tomato with a strong 
flavour. & Tomar 

cherub ». 1 (#/. cherubim) an angelic being of the 
second order of the celestial hierarchy. 2 a a repre- 
sentation of a winged child or the heacl of a winged 
child. b a beautiful or innocent child. [from 
Hebrew A%i, pl. Mrud0mn| a cherubic ad. cherub- 
ically adv. 

chervil 2. » an umbelliferous plant, 
Anthriscus cerefolium, with small white 
flowers, used as a herb for flavouring. 
[from Greek Ahairephullon| 


Cheshire 7. a kind of firm 
crumbly cheese. Oo like a 
Cheshire cat with a broad 


fixed grin. [from Cheshire, a 
county in England] 

chess 7). < a game for two with 
16 men each, played on a chess- 
board. [from Old French esches (pl.)] 

chessboard 7. a chequered board 
of 6+ squares on which chess and 
draughts are played. > cHLss 

chessman ». (//.-men)a piece * 
used in playing chess. & cHiss 


CHERVIL 
Anthriscus 
cerefolium) 


chess set 7. a sect of chessmen 
with a chessboard. 

chest 7. 1 a large strong box. 
2 a the part of a human or animal body enclosed by 
the ribs. b the circumierence of the body at chest 
level. ¢ the front surface of the body from neck to 
waist. 3 a small cabinet for medicmes etc. 0 get a 
thing off one’s chest co/log. disclose a secret etc., 
to relieve one’s anxiety about it. play (one’s cards, 
a thing. ctc.) close to one’s chest co/log. be secret- 
tive about. [from Greek fite] a -chested adj. (in 
comb.). 

chesterfield 7. 1 a sofa with arms and back of the 
same height and curved outwards at the top. 2 a 
tnan’s plain overcoat usu. with a velvet collar 
[named after |9th-century Earl of Chesterfield] 


ce 


chestnut 


chestnut e 1. 1 (also 
chestnut tree! 
ap the tree Castan 
ea sativa, bearing 
flowers in catkins 
and nuts enclosed in 
a spiny fruit. b any 
other tree of the genus 
Castanea. 2 the glossy 


coarse-toothed leaf margins 


hard brown cdible 

nut of Castanea sativa. 

b> aur. 3 = Hors green 
cHEestwot. 4 (in full fruit husk 
chestnut wood 


the heavy wood of © 
any chestnut tree. 

3 a horse of a reddish- 
brown colour. 6 collog. a 
stale joke or anecdote. 7 (in 
full chestnut brown) a 
reddish-brown colour. @ ad). 
fin full chestnut brown: 
hyphenated when attrib) of 
the colour chestnut. {from 
Greek Kastanea| 


ripe nuts 


CHESTNUT: SWhel 
CHESTNUI 
\ Castanea sativa) 


chest of drawers //. a set of drawers in a frame. 

chesty ad. (chestier, chestiest) 1 Bri. colloy. 
inclined to or symptomauce of chest disease, 2 collog. 
having a large chest or prominent breasts. 3A. Amer 
slang arrogant. 0 chestily ad:. chestiness 7”. 

cheval glass /shé-val/ n. a tall mirror swung on 
an upright frame. [from French cheval “horse. 
frame’| 

chevalier /shev-d-leer/ n. a member of certain 
orders of knighthood, and of certain modern 
French orders. {based on Latin caballus *horse’| 

chevet 7. the apsidal end of a church, sometimes 
with an attached group of apses. [French, literally 
‘pillow ] 

chévre /shairvr/ n. a variety of goat’s-milk cheese. 
[French, literally *goat’] 

chevron /shev-r6n/ 7. 1» a 
badge in a V shape on the 
sleeve of a uniform indicat- 
ing rank or length of 
service. 2 Heraldry & 
Archit. a bent bar of an 
inverted V shape. 3 any 
V-shaped line or stripe. 
[based on Latin caper 
‘goat’: cf. Latin capre- 
or “little used 
to. mean of CHEVRON ON 4 
rafiers’] NAPOLEONIC 


é CORPORAL’ S UNIFORM 
chevrotain 7. ‘also 
chevrotin; any smiuill 
deerlike animal of the family Tragulidae, native to 
Africa and SE Asia, and having small tusks, 
chevy var. of GHIN\Y 
chew e @./7, :also absol. work dood ete: between the 
teeth: crush or indent with the teeth. @ x. 1 an act 
of chewing. 2 a chewy sweet. G chew the cud 
reflect. ruminatc. chew the fat for rag) slang 
1 chat. 2 grumble. chew on 1 work continuously 
between the tecth. 2 think about: meditate on. 
chew out .\. Amer collog. reprimand. chew over 
1 discuss, talk over. 2 think about. [Old English] 
0 chewable ad). chewer 1. 
chewing gum 7. flavoured gun, esp 


chewing. 


goat’ 
‘pair 


chicle, for 


chewy adj. ichewier. chewiest 1 necding much 
chewing. 2 suitable for chewing. O chewiness 1. 
chez /shay/ prep. at the home of. [from Latin casa 
‘cottage | 

chi /ky/ n. the twenty-second letter ol 
alphabet .X, ¥). [from Greck A/v] 
Chianti /ki-an-ti/ ». p/. Chiantis) a dry red Ital- 
ian wine. [from Chianti, an area in Tuscany, Lay | 


the Greek 


chiaroscuro /ki-ar-6-skoor-ohi/ on. 1 the weat- 


ment of light and shade m drawing and painting, 


L146 


2 the use of contrast in literature ete. 3 (a/trih.) half- 
revealed. [Italian, from chiaro ‘bright’ + oscuro 
‘dark’ | 

chibouk 7. (also chibouque) a long Turkish 
tobacco pipe. 

chic /sheck/ @ adj. (chic-er, chic-est) 
* stylish, elegant (in dress or appearance). 
e@ 7. stylishness, elegance. [French] 

o chicly adv. 
chicane /shi-kayn/ e 7. 1 an artificial 
barrier or obstacle, esp. a sharp double bend, 
on a motor-racing track. 2  chicanery. 

3 Bridge a hand without trumps, or without 

cards of one suit. @ 7: archaic 1 mtr, use chicanery. 

2 fr (usu, foll. by into, oul of, etc.) cheat (a person). 
[French, literally ‘quibble’ | 

chicanery /shi-kayn-é-ri/ 7x. (pil. -ies) 
1 clever but misleading talk; a false argument. 
2 trickery, deception. 

Chicano 2. (p/. -os; fem. Chicana) esp. US an 
American of Mexican origin. [from Spanish meji- 
cano ‘Mexican’ | 

chichi e adj. 1 (of a thing) frilly. showy. 2 fussy, 
affected. @ n. over-refinement, pretentiousness, 
fussiness. [French] 

chick 7. 1 a young bird, esp. one newly hatched. 

2 slang a a young woman. b a 
child. 

chickadee 7. .\V. Amer < 
any of various small birds 

of the tit family. 
chicken e 7. 1 a domestic 
fowl, esp. a young bird. 
2 a a domestic fowl pre- 
pared as food. b its flesh. 3 a 
youthful person; a young and 
inexperienced person (usu. 
with neg: a no chicken). 4 collog. 

a children’s pastime testing 
courage, usu. recklessly. @ ad). 

collog. cowardly. @ v.inti: 

(foll. by out) collog. 
withdraw from or fail 


CHICKADEE: 


BLAGK-CAPPED Y 
CHIC KADER. in some — activity 
(Parus atricapillus) through fear, [Old 
English] 


chicken feed 7». 1 food for poultry. 2 collog. an 
unimportant amount, esp. of money. 

chickenpox x. an infectious discase, esp. of chil- 
dren. with a rash of small blisters. 

chicken wire 1. a light wire netting with a hex- 
agonal mesh. 

chick flick 7. collog., chiefly derog a film which appeals 
to young women. 

chickpea 1. 1 a legu- 
minous plant, Cicer 
aretinum, with pods 
containing yellow 


heaked 


sceds. 


2 pm this sced 
used asavege- 44 
table. [based 


on Latin eee) 
‘chickpea’ 
chickweed 7. any 
of numerous smiall 
plants of the pink family, esp. Stellarta media, a 
garden weed with slender stems and tiny white 
flowers 


CHICKPEA SEEDS 
(Cicer arietinum) 


chicle ». the milky juice of the sapodilla tree, used 
in the manufacture of chewing gum. [from Aztec 
1 ntl 

chicory 7. | //. -ies) 1 a blue-flowered plant, Cicho- 
rium intybus (daisy family), cultivated for its salad 
leaves and its root. 2 its root. for use with or 
instead of coffee, 3M Amer = rxpwi |. [from 
Greck Arkhorion| 

chide 7/7, & inir. (pas! chided or chid: past part. 
chided or chidden, esp. archai or lilerary scold, 
rebuke. [Old English] o chider 7, chidingly ad:. 


childhood 


chief 1. 1 aa leader or ruler. b the head of a tribe 
etc. 2 the head of a department; the highest offi- 
cial. @ adj. (usu. attrib) 1 first in position, import- 
ance, etc. (chief engineer). 2 prominent, leading. 
[from Latin caput ‘head’| 6 chiefdom 7. 

Chief Constable 7. Bri/. the head of the police 
force of a county or other region. 

chiefly adv. above all; mainly but not exclusively. 

Chief of Staff x. the senior staff officer of a 
service or command. 

chieftain 7. (/em. chieftainess) the leader of a 
tribe etc. o chieftaincy 7. (p/. -ies). chieftain- 
ship 7. 

chief technician 7. a non-commissioned officer in 
the RAF ranking above sergeant. 

chiffchaff 7. a smal! European warbler, Phylloscopus 
rollybita, with a distinctive repetitive song. 

chiffon /shif-on/ e 7. a light diaphanous fabric of 
silk, nylon, etc. @ adj. 1 made of chiffon, 2 (of a 
dessert etc.) light-textured. [French, from chiffe 
"rag" 

chiffonier 7. 1 a movable low cupboard with a 
sideboard top. 2 US a tall chest of drawers. [from 
French chiffonnier ‘rag-picker, chest of drawers for 
odds and ends’ | 

chigger 7. (also jigger) a tropical flea, Tunga pene- 
frans, the females of which burrow beneath the skin 
causing painful sores. [variant of cHIGor] 

chignon /sheen-yon/ 7. a coil or mass of hair at 
the back of a woman’s head. [French, originally in 
sense ‘nape of the neck’| 

chigoe 7. = cHiccer. [from a W. African language] 

chihuahua /chi-wah-wa/ n. ¥ a very small dog of 
a smooth-haired large-eyed breed. 
[from Chihuahua, state and city 

in Mexico] 


CHIHUAHUA: LONGH AIRED CHIHT AHUA 


chilblain 7. a painful itching swelling of the skin, 
caused by exposure to cold and by poor circulation. 
Oo chilblained ad). 

child 1. (p/, children; 1 a a young human being 
below the age of puberty. b an unborn or newborn 
human being. 2 one’s son or daughter (at any age). 
3 foll. by of) a descendant, follower, adherent, or 
product of (child of God: child of nature), 4 a childish 
person, [Old English] o childless adj. childless- 
ness !. 

child abuse 7. maltreatment of a child, esp. by 
violence or sexual molestation. 

childbearing 7. (often altrih.) giving birth to a child 
or children. 

childbed 7. archaie= cHipwiKin. 

child benefit 7. (in the UK) regular payment by 
the state to the parents of a child up to a certain 
age. 

childbirth ». the act of giving birth to a child. 

childcare n. the care of a child or children whik 
parents are working, or Bri. by a local authority 
when a normal home life is lacking. 

child-centred adj. focusing on the needs etc. of the 
child. 


childhood ». the state or period of being a child. 


i 


childish 


CHILLI 


Often purchased in their dried form, chillies 
are also available as immature or ripe fruits, 
in colours ranging from orange to purplish- 
black. Many different varieties are grown 


EXAMPLES OF CHILLIES 


ANCHO GUILE 


CASCABEL CHILLIES 


BUSHES RY CHIE VES 


’ 

childish aq). 1 of, like, or proper to a child. 2 imma- 
ture, silly. o childishly adv. childishness n. 

childlike adj. having the good qualities of a child 
such as innocence, frankness, etc. 

childminder x. Bri. a person who looks after chil- 
dren for payment, strictly a person registered with 
the local authority to give daytune care in his or her 
own home for children under eight. 

childproof adj. that cannot be damaged or oper- 
ated by a child. 

children //. of cuit. 

child’s play n. an easy task. 

chile var. of cHii. 

Chilean e 7. 1 a native or national of Chile in 
S. America. 2 a person of Chilean descent. @ ad). of 
or relating to Chile. 

chili var. of cru. 

chill e 7. 1 a an unpleasant cold sensation. b a 
feverish cold (catch a chill). 2 unpleasant coldness. 
3 aa depressing influence (cast a chill over), b dread 
accompanied by coldness. 4 coldness of manner. 
@2. 1 fr Gint: make or become cold. 2 7 a depress 
b horrify. 3 ¢r, cool (food or drink): preserve by cool- 
ing, 4 indy. esp. A. Amer. collog. (usu. foll. by zeitk) pass 
time idly, hang around. @ ad). literary chilly. o chill 
out esp. Vi Amer colloy. 1 relax. 2 = sense 4 of ¢ 
[Old English] 0 chillingly adv. chillness 7. chill- 
some adj. liierary. 

chiller x. 1 = spinr-cuiirr. 2 a cold cabinet or re- 
frigerator, esp. in a shop etc. 

chill factor 7. the perceived lowering of the ar 
temperature caused by the wind etc. 

chilli 7. (also chile pronunc. same, US chili) ( p/. chil- 
lies. chiles, or 1S chilies) 1 (in full chilli pepper) 
A a small hottasting (dricd) pod of a capsicum, 
Capsicum anuum, used in sauces ete. & sptct., 2 = CHILL 
rowntr. 3 esp. N. Amer = CHILE GON CARNE. [Aztec] 


) 


commercially in the Tropics and subtropics. 
For the cook, they add a wide range of 
flavours to savoury dishes; in general, the 
smaller the fruit, the hotter it is. 


( 


MENICAN :.. 

GUAJILLO CAYENNE SZECHUAN 

CHILLIES PEPPERS CHILLIES 
dried 


dried 


BIRD’S“EYE CHILLIES SERRANO CHILLIES 


chilli con carne 7. a stew of chilli-flavoured 
minced beef and beans. [Spanish, literally ‘chili 
with meat’ | 

chilli powder 7. hot cayenne. 

chilli sauce 7. a hot sauce made with tomatoes. 
chillies, and spices. 

chilly ad. \chillier, chilliest, 1 somewhat cold. 
2 unfriendly; unemotional. 0 chilliness 7. 

Chiltern Hundreds »./)/. (in the UK) a Crown 
manor. whose administration is a nominal office for 
which an MP applies as a way of resigning from the 
House of Commons. [from Chiltern Hills im 
S. England| 

chime e », 1 aa set of attuned hells. b the series of 
sounds given by this. e (usu. in pl.) a set of attuned 
bells as a doorbell. 2 agreement, correspondence, 
harmony. @ 7. 1 a wir (of bells) ring. b & sound (a bell 
or chime) by striking. 2 /; show (the hour) by chini- 
ing, 3 ini be in agreement, harmonize. 0 chime in 
1 interject a remark. 2 jom m harmoniously. 3 (foll, 
by eth) agree with. {Middle English] o chimer 7. 

chimera /ky-meer-4/ 7. also chimaera) 
1 > (in Greek myth- 

ology) a fire-breath- 

ing female monster " == 

with a lon’s head, 

a goats body, and 

a serpent’s tail. 2 a 
lantasoc or grotesque 

product of the imagin- 

ation; a bogey. 3 any 
fabulous with 

parts taken from vari- 

ous animals. — [from 

Greek khunaira ‘she- 

goat, chumera’] Oo chium- 

eric adj. chimerical ad). 

chimerically ad: seme 


CHIMERA 


beast 


chink 


chimney 7. (//. -eys) 1 a vertical channel conduct- 
ing smoke or gases up and away from a fire, 
furnace, etc. 2 the part of this which projects above 
a roof. 3 a glass tube protecting the flame of a 
lamp. 4 a narrow vertical crack in a rock face. 
[from Greek kamunos ‘oven’ | 

chimney breast 7. a projecting interior wall 
surrounding a chininey. 

chimney piece 7. Sri. an ornamental structure 
around a fireplace; a mantelpicce. 

chimney pot 7. a pipe at the top of a chimney, 
narrowing the aperture and increasing the 
updraught. 

chimney stack 7. 1 a number of chimneys 
grouped in one structure. 2 = cHimney 2. 

chimney sweep 7. a person whose job is removing 
soot from inside chimneys. 

chimp 2. collog. = cHimranzeEe. 

chimpanzee 7. either of two anthropoid apes of 
central and W. Africa, Pan troglodytes and (in full 
pygmy chimpanzee) Pan paniscus. > vRIMare. 
{from French chempanzé| 

chin 7. the front of the lower jaw. 0 chin up colloq. 
cheer up. keep one’s chin up collog. remain 
cheerful. take on the chin 1 suffer a severe blow 
from (a misfortune etc.). 2 endure courageously. 
{Old Enghsh] 0 -chinned aq. (in comé.). 

china e 77. 1 a kind of fme white or translucent 
ceramic ware, porcelain, etc. 2 things made from 
ceramic, esp. tableware. @ adj. made of china. [ori 
ginally China ware: from Persian chini] 

china clay 7. kaolin. 

chinagraph n. Ani. a waxy coloured pencil used to 
write on china, glass, etc. 

Chinaman 1». (//. -men) 1 archaic or derog. (now usu. 
offens.) a native of China. 2 Cricket a ball bowled by 
a left-handed bowler that spins from off to leg. 

China tea 7. smoke-cured tea from a small-leaved 
tea plant grown in China. 

Chinatown 1». a district of a non-Chinese town in 
which the population is predominantly Chinese. 

chinchilla n. 1 a > any small rodent of the genus 
Chinchilla, having silver-grey 
fur and a bushy tail. b its 
highly valued fur 2 a 
breed of cat or rabbit. 
|Spanish| 

chin-chin in/, Bri. collog. 
a toast. [from Chinese] 

chine! e x. 1 a a back- 
hone. b a joint of meat 
contaming this. 2 a ridge or 
aréte. @ uff Cul (meat) across 
or along the backbone. [fromm Latin s/zna ‘spine’ | 

chine? 7. a deep narrow ravine in the Isle of Wight 
or Dorset. [Old English cinw ‘cleft, chink’] 

Chinese e adj. 1 of or relating to China. 2 of 
Chinese descent. @ 7. (p/. same) 1 the Chinese 
language. 2 a a native or national of Chima. b a 
person of Chinese descent. 

Chinese cabbage 7. = Crinrst Lear. 

Chinese gooseberry 7. = kiwi rus. 


CHINCHILLA 
(Chinchilla laniger) 


Chinese lantern 7. 1 a collapsible paper lantern. 
2 a plant of the nightshade family, Physalis alkekengi, 
bearing white flowers and globular orange fruits 
enclosed in a papery calyx. 

Chinese leaf 7. a lettucc-like cabbage, 
Brassica chinensis. 

Chinese puzzle 7. a very intricate 
puzzle or problem. 


Chinese water chestnut sce 


WALLR CHESTNUT 2, 


Chinese white 7. zinc oxide 


as a 
white plement. 
Chink 7. 3/ang offens. a Chinese. 
ae ‘ 
chink! 7. 1 an unintended crack that 


Ri admits light or allows an attack. 2 a slit. 
| LOth-century related toa 
Gane? J 


comage, 


chink 


chink? e 7. 1 int, make a slight ringing 
sound, as of glasses striking 
together. 2 / cause to make this 
sound, @ 7, this sound. 

chinless adj. collog. weak in 
character. 

chinless wonder 7. Sri. collog. 
an ineffectual esp. upper-class 
person, 

Chino- /chy-noh/ comb. form = Siwo-. 

chino /chee-noh/ 7. (/. -os) 1 a cotton 

twill fabric, usu. khaki-coloured. 2 (in p/.) trousers 
made from this. [Latin American Spanish, literally 
‘toasted’ ] 

chinoiserie /shin-wah-zé-ri/ n. } the imitation of 
Chinese motifs and techniques in Western art anc 
architecture. 2 an object or objects im this style. 
[French] 

chinook 7. 1 a a warm dry wind blowing east of the 
Rocky Mountains. b a warm wet southerly wind 
blowing west of the Rocky Mountains. 2 \Chi- 
nook, a (//. same or Chinooks) a member of 
a N. American Indian people. b their language. 
{from American Indian fsimA, name of the people, 

chinook salmon ». a large salmon, Oncorhvachus 
bshawvischa, of the N. Pacific. 

chintz @ 7. 2 printed mulucoloured cotton fabric 
with a glazed finish. @ adj. made from or uphol- 
stered with this fabric. [earher chins ypl.), based on 
Sanskrit cra ‘varicgated | 

chintzy ad), chintzier, chintziest) 1 decorated 
covered with chintz. 2 genteel, petit bourgeois 
0 chintzily ad. chintziness 1. 

chin-up 7. esp. .\. dimen = rtii-up 

chinwag bri. slang e@e na talk on 
@ ‘intr, |-wagged. -wagging) have a gossip. 

chionodoxa /ky- 
on-o-dok-s. ' 
> a plant of the 
genus GChionodora 
lily family), with 
early-blooming 
bluc flowers. Also 
called glory of the- 
snow’. [from Greck 
khion “snow + doxa 
‘glory | 

chip e 7. 1 a small 
piece removed by 
or in the course 
of chopping, cut- 
ting. or breaking, 
esp. from hard 
material such as wood or stone. 2 the place where 
such a chip has been made. 3 a vusu. in p/.) esp. Brit 
a strip of potato, deep-fried, b cin full potatoe chip 
usu. in pl.) \. dimer a potato crisp. 4 a counter used 
in some gamblmg games to represent money 
5 Ele tonics = sneroctiv. 6 Fo ete. & Golf a short 
shot, kick, or pass with the ball describing an arc 
e i. chipped, chipping 1 /: soften foll. by off. 
away, Cut or break ya piece, from a hard material. 
2 intr. oll. by at, aeay ati cut pieces ofl a hare 
material) to alter its shape, break it up, ete. 3 mr (ol 
china ete.) be susceptible to being chipped ievl chip 
rasty). 4h. calso abyal., Foothall ete. & Golf strike o1 
kick «the ball) with a chip ick sense 6 of 3. 3 do susu 
as chipped ad.) Brif. cut into chips 
oO chip in ro/log. 1 Brit. interrupt or contribute 
abruptly to a conversation. 2 contribute anoney ot 
resources!. a chip off the old block a child who 
resembles a parent. a chip on one’s shoulder 
collog. an inclination to tec] resentful or aggrieved. 
have had one’s chips Bri. collog. be unable to 
avoid cleleat, punishment, etc. when the chips 
are down .i// the point. 
[Middle nelish| 

chipboard 1. board made from compressed wood 
chips anc resin 

chip heater ) 
heater that burns 


chat. 


CHIONODOXA 
Chionadora luciliar 


potatoe 


when it comes to 


Aushal, & NZ 


l & 1 domestic 
wood ehips 


WeltCT 


CHIPMUNK: LASTERN 
CHIPMUNK 
.Tamias striatus) 


chipmunk 7. < a N. American 
eround squirrel of the genus Tamias, 
having alternate light and dark 
stripes running down the body. 

> xopent. [Algonquian] 

chipolata 7. Ari/. a small thin sausage. 
[from Italian epollata ‘dish of onions’| 

chipper adj. esp. .\. Amer collog. 

1 cheerful. 2 smartly dressed. 
chipping 7. Bri. 1 a small fragment of 

stone, wood, etc. 2 (in pl.) these used as a 
surface for roads ete. 

chippy e 7. (also chippie) ( //. -ies) Brit. collog. 1a 
fish-and-chip shop. 2 a carpenter. @ adp collog. or 
dial. irritable. 

Chips 7. .Naui. s/ang a ship's carpenter. 

chip shot ». = cin. 6. 

chiral /kyr-al/ adj. Chem. (of an optically active 
compound) asymmetric and not superposable on 
its mirror image, [based on Greck Aker “hand’| 
D chirality /. 

chiro- com). form of the hand. 

chirography 7. handwriting, calligraphy. 

chiromancy ». palmistry. 

chiropody /ki-rop-6di/ 7. the treatment of the 
feet (originally also the hands) and their ailments. 
|based on Greek kheir hand’ + pous podos foot’) 
o chiropodist n. 

chiropractic /ky-r6-prak-tik/ ». the manipulative 
treatment of disorders of the joints, esp. of the 
spinal column. [from Greek Aheo “hand? + praktikos 
‘practical’| Oo chiropractor », 


chiropteran /ky-rép-ter-an/ n. any mammal of 


the order Chiroptera, which comprises the bats. 
> wat. [ehiro- + Greek pieron ‘wing’]. 0 chirop- 
terous 

chirp e © 1 iz. (usu. of small birds, grasshoppers, 


ete.) utter a short sharp high-pitched note. 2 % €& 
mir. (esp. of a child) speak or utter in a lively or jolly 
way. @ 7. a chirping sound. [Middle English] 
O chirper 7 

chirpy cd. chirpier, chirpiest) co/lvg. cheerful, 
lively. 0 chirpily ad:. chirpiness 1 


chirrup e ¢\/2/, chirruped, chirruping; esp. of 


small birds: chirp, esp. repeatedly: twitter. @ n. a 
chirruping sound. 0 chirrupy ad). 

chisel @ 7. ¥ a hand tool with a squared bevelled 
blade tor shaping wood, stone, or metal. & erzu. 
e:. ‘chiselled. chiselling: (5 chiseled. chisel- 
ing, 1 ¢: cut or shape with a chisel. 2 7 \as chis- 
elled ad). (of facial features, clear-cut. fine. 3 4; & 
inh. slang cheat, swindle, [based on Latin eaedere cae 
‘to cul'| Oo chiseller 1 


CHISEL 
Chiscls have specific functions. A bolster 
chisel is suitable for cutting masonry, lilt- 
ing floorboards, or casing off tiles. The 
bevel-edge chisel is used for chipping out 
strips of wood, while the wood-cutting 

| chisel is best for fashioning wooden joints. 


BOLSTER CHISEL 


LTE CoHESiel 


Peet | NINES 


chloroform 


chi-square test 2. a method of comparing 
observed and theoretical values in statistics. 

chit! n. 1 derog. or joc. a young, small, or frail girl or 
woman (esp. @ chit of a girl). 2 a young child. 
[Middle English in sense ‘wheip’] , 

chit? n. 1 a note of requisition; a note of a sum 
owed, esp. for food or drink. 2 esp. Brit. a note or 
memorandum. [from Sanskrit citra ‘mark’ | 

chit-chat collog. @ 7. light conversation; yossip. 
© v.iniz. \-chatted, -chatting talk informally: gossip. 

chitin n. Chem. ¥ a polysaccharide occurring in the 
exoskeleton of arthropods and in the cell walls of 
fungi. & EXoskeLeron. [from French] o chitinous ad). 


layer of 
chitin fibres 


layered 
construction 
adds strength 


arthropod 
exosheleton 


CHITIN: (ROSS-SECIION OF AN \RPHROVWO1) 
ENOSKELILTON. WITH DOI AIL OF CHITIN LAYERS 


chitterling 7. (usu. in p/., the smaller intestines of 
pigs etc., esp. as cooked for food. [Middle English] 
chitty n. (pl. -ies) Brit. = cnir?. 
chivalrous /shiv-al-riis/ aaj. (usu. of a male or his 
behaviour) gallant. honourable, — courteous. 
O chivalrously adi. 
chivalry /shiv-al-ri/ 7. 1 the medieval knightly 
system with its religious, moral, and social code. 
2 the combination of qualities expected of an ideal 
knight. 3a man’s courteous behaviour, esp. towards 
women. [based on Late Latin cabal 
larius “‘horseman’| 0 chivalric ad). 
chive 7.» a small alum, Adium 
schoenoprasum, having long tubu- 
lar leaves which are used as a 
herh, [from Latin cepa ‘oMion’] 
chivvy «/7 ‘also chivy. chevy) |-ies. 
-ied) hurry (a person) up; nag; 
pursue. [probably from a skirmish 
described im the ballad of Chez 
Chase, on the Scotush berder| 
chlamydia /kli-mid-ia/ 1. ( //. 
chlamydiae /-di-I/; any small 
parasitic bacterium of the genus 
Chlamydia. [modern Latin] 
chlor- var. of Ca oRo-. 
chloride ». Chem. any com- 
pound of chlorine with 
another element or group. 
chlorinate «i: 1 impree- 
nate or treat with chlorine 
2 Chem. cause to 
combine with chlorine. 0 chlori- 
nation /. chlorinator 1. 
chlorine 2. Chem. a poisonous greenish-vellow 
gascous clement occurring naturally esp. as sodium 
chloride, and used in clisinfectants and bleaches 
[based on Greek khloroy ‘green’ 
chlorite 7. \fineral. a clark green mineral found in 
many rocks, consisting of a basic aluminosilicate of 
magnesium, iron, ete. 


CHIVE 
Allin 


schoenoprasum 
react o1 


chloro- co). form also chlor- esp. before a vowel) 
1 Biol. & Mineral. green. 2 Chem. chlorine. {sense 1: 
from Greek Ah/oray ‘green’ ] 

chlorofluorocarbon sce CFC. 

chloroform e 7. 4 volatile 
smelling liquid used as a solvent and formerly as a 
general anacstheuc, @ @./r render unconscious with 
this. [from French chloroforme| 


colourless sweet: 


Ce a 


chlorophyll 


chlorophyll n. the green pigment found in most 
plants, responsible for light absorption to provide 
energy by photosynthesis. [from Greek khlaros 
‘green’ + phullon ‘leaf”| a chlorophyllous ad. 

chloroplast 7. a plastid containing chlorophyll, 
found in plant cells undergoing photosynthesis. 
> ceit, [German] 

chlorosis n. 1 Afed. a severe form of anaemia from 
iron deficiency esp, in young women, causing a 
greenish complexion (cf. crernsick). 2 Bot. a reduc- 


tion or loss of the normal green coloration of 


leaves. 0 chlorotic adj. 

Ch.M. abbr Master of Surgery. (Latin Chirurgiae 
Magister] 

choc 2. © adj. Brit. collog. chocolate. 

chocaholice var. of cHoconouc. 

choc ice n. Bri. a bar of ice cream covered with a 
thin coating of chocolate. 

chock e 7. a block or wedge used to check motion, 
esp. of a wheel. @ u.fr fit or make fast with chocks. 
@ adv. as closely or tightly as possible. 

chock-a-block ad. & adv. crammed close together: 
crammed full. [originally nautical, said of a tackle 
with the two blocks run close together] 

chock-full adj. @ adv. crammed full. [based on chock 
‘block’ 

chocoholic (also chocaholic) e ». a person who is 
addicted to or very fond of chocolate. @ adj. of or 
relating to chocoholics. 

chocolate e 7. 1 a a food preparation made from 
roasted and ground cacao seeds, usually sweetened. 
b a sweet made of or coated with this. ¢ a drink 
made with chocolate. 2 a deep brown colour. e ad). 
1 made from or of chocolate. 2 deep brown, [from 
Aztec chocolatl| 0 chocolatey adj. (also chocolaty). 

choice e 7. 1 a the act or an instance of choosing. 
b a thing or person chosen. 2 a range from which 
to choose. 3 (usu. foll. by of) the elite, the best. 4 the 
opportunity to choose (what choice have [?), @ ad). of 
superior quality; carefully chosen. [from Old 
French chois] 

choir 7. 1 4 regular group of singers, esp. taking 
part in church services. 2 the part of a cathedral or 
large church between the altar and the nave. 
> GarHepraL, CHURCH. [from Latin chorus| 

choirboy 7. ( fem. choirgirl) a boy or girl who sings 
in a church or cathedral chou 

choir stall n. = srvu'n. 3. 

choke'e 7. 1 #, hinder or impede the breathing of (a 
person or animal), esp. by constricung the wind- 
pipe or (of gas, smoke, etc.) by bemg unbreathable. 
2 intr. suffer a hindrance or stoppage of breath. 
3 & G int. make or become specchless from 
emotion. 4 / retard the growth of or kill (esp. 
plants) by the deprivation of light, air, nourish- 
ment. etc. 5 4, often foll. by back) suppress (feclings 
with difficulty. 6 én block or clog (a passage, tube, 
etc.). 7 & (as choked adj.) Brit. collog. disgusted, 
disappointed. @ x. 1 the valve in the carburettor of 
an internal-combustion engime that controls the 
intake of air, esp. to enrich the fuel mixture. 
> caxatrerror. 2 Elect; an inductance coil used to 
smooth the variations of an alternating current 01 
to alter its phase. 0 choke down swallow with 
difficulty. choke up block (a channel etc.). [Middle 
Enelish] 0 choky ad. \chokier, chokiest 

choke? n. the centre part of an artichoke. 

choke-damp 7. carbon dioxide in mines, wells, etc 

choker 7. 1 9 a close-fitting necklace or ornamen- 
tal neckband. 2 a clerical or other Jugh collar. 


FABRIC CHOKEK 
ak 


L8TH-CENTURS 


CHOKER: 
WITH ORNAMENTAL C1 


choky n. (also chokey) (//. -ies or -eys) Brit. slang 
prison. [from Hindi caukt ‘shed’] 

chole- /kol-i/ comb. form (also chol- esp. before a 
vowel) Med. & Chem. bile. [from Greek] 

cholecalciferol 7. one of the D vitamins, pro- 
duced by the action of sunlight on a cholesterol 
derivative in the skin. 

choler /kol-er/ n. 1 fist. = vetrow sue. 2 poe. 
or archaic anger, irascibility. [from Late Latin cholera 
in sense of Greek kholé ‘bile, anger’ 

cholera 7. \fed. an infectious and often fatal disease 
of the small intestine caused by a mainly water- 
borne bacterium Vibrio cholerae, resulting im severe 
vomiting and diarrhoea. [from Greek kholera] 
Oo choleraic adj. 

choleric adj. irascible, angry. 

cholesterol /kol-est-é-rol/ n. Biochem. a sterol 
found in most body tissues, including the blood, 
where high concentrations can promote ar- 
teriosclerosis. [from Greek kholé ‘bile’ + stereos ‘suff’ 

chomp 2/7 = cHamp! a. 1, 2. 

choo-choo 7. (also choo-choo train) collog. (esp. as 
a child’s word) a railway train or locomotive, esp. a 
steam engine. 

chook 7. (also chookie) Ausira/. & 
chicken or fowl. [English dialect] 

choose ». (pas! chose: past part. chosen) I Uy; select 
out of a greater number. 2 ir. (usu. foll. by between, 
from) take or select one or another. 3 ¢ decide, be 
determined (chose to behind). 4 & (foll. by 
complement) select as (was chosen king). {Old 
English} 0 chooser 7. 


NX collog. a 


slay 


choosy adj. (choosier, choosiest} co/log. fastidious. 
o choosily adv. choosiness n. 

chop’ e «iz, (chopped, chopping) 1 (usu. foll. by 
aff, down, etc.) cut or fell by a blow, usu. with an axe. 
2 (often foll. by up) cut into small pieces. 3 strike 
esp. a ball) with a short heavy edgewise blow. 4 cut 
as it by chopping; dispense with; reduce, shorten 
chopped the scene from the play). @ n. 1 a cutting blow, 
esp. with an axe. 2 a thick slice of meat (esp. pork 
or lamb) usu. including a rib. & cur. 3a short heavy 
edgewise stroke or blow in tennis, cricket, boxing. 
etc. 4 (prec. by the) Brit. slang a dismissal from 
employment. b the action of killing or being killed. 
e cancellation (of a project ete.). [Middle English 
variant of cHap!| 

chop? n. (usu. in fl.) the jaw of an animal etc 
[Middle English] 

chop® wini: (chopped, chopping) o chop and 
change Sri. vacillate; change direction frequently. 
[Middle English in sense ‘to barter, exchange’ | 

chop-chop ad. @ inl. (pidgin English) quickly, 
quick. [from Chinese clialect A 2d? Kwa 

chop logic wnt: argue pedanucally. [based on 
CH( ps | 

chopper 7. 1 a Bri/. a short axe with a large blade. 
b a butcher’s cleaver. 2 col//og. a helicopter. 3a type 
of bicycle Chopper prupr), or motorcycle, with 
high handlebars. 4 (in pl.) slang teeth. 

choppy «d. choppier, choppiest) (of the sea, the 
weather, etc.) fairly rough. [based on cHor! 


0 choppily adv. choppiness 72 


chopstick 1. cach of a pair of small thin 
sticks of wood or ivory etc.. held both in one 
hand as eating utensils by the Chinese, Japan- 
estan wor. [pidgin English from chop 
“quic kot srick! | 
chop suey ”. (//. -eys) a Chinese-style dish 
of meat fricd with bean 
sprouts, bamboo shoots, onions, and 
served with rice, [from Cantonese 
shap sui ‘mixed bits’) 


stewed and 


choral adj. of, for, or sung 


by a choi or chorus. 

ao chorally ad 
chorale 7. (also choral) 

I a stately and simple CHOUGH: 
hvnin tune: a harmonized ALPIN] CHOUGH 
version of this. 2 esp. (Sa Pprrhocorax & 


chough 


choir or choral society. [from medieval Latin cantus 
choralis ‘choral song’ 

choral society 7. a group which meets regularly to 
sing choral music. 

chord! n. Mus. a group of notes sounded together, 
as a basis of harmony. [origimally cord from accoxn: 

ater confused with cuorv? |] 0 chordal ad). 

chord? n. 1 Math. & Aeron. a 

etc. > a straight line joing 

he ends of an arc, the 

wings of an aeroplane, etc. 

2 Anat. = corp 2. 3 Engin. one 

of the two principal mem- \ 

vers, usu. horizontal, of a \ 

truss. O strike a chord chord 

1 recall something to a 

yerson’s memory. 2 elicit / 

| sympathy. touch the right y 
chord appeal skilfully to 
the emotions. {16th century 
variant of corp, reflecting 
Latin chorda| 0 chordal adj. 

chordate e 7, any animal of 
the phylum Chorclata, possessmg a notochord at 
some stage during its development. @ adj. of or 
relating to the chordates. [based on Latin chorda 
‘cord, string’ ] 


CHORD 


chording 7. .\Jus. the playing, singing, or arrange- 
ment of chords. 0 chord w.z/r. 

chore n. a tedious or routine task, esp. a domestic 
one. foriginally dialect and US form of cHar? | 

chorea /ko-reer/ 7. Aled. a disorder characterized by 
jerky involuntary movements affecting esp. the shoul- 
ders, hips, and face. [from Greek shoreia “dance’] 

choreograph /ko-11-6-grahl/ uf compose the 
choreography for (a ballet etc.). 0 choreographer 7. 

choreography /ko-ri-og-ra-fi/ n. 1 the design or 
arrangement of a ballet or other staged dance. 
2 the sequence of steps and movements in dance. 
[based on Greek Akoreia ‘dance’| 0 choreographic 
adj), choreographically adv. 

choreology 7. the study and description of the 
movements of dancing. 0 choreologist n. 

chorine 7. a chorus girl. [based on cHorus| 

chorister 7. 1 a member of a choir, esp. a choirboy 
or choirgirl. 2 U/S the leader of a church choir. 
[based on Old French quer ‘chow’| 

chorizo 7. a spicy Spanish pork sausage. [Spanish] 

choroid 7. (in full choroid coat or membrane) a 
layer of the eyeball between the retina and the 
sclera, > eve. [based on Greek khorion “chorion’, an 
embryonic membrane | 

chortle @ viniz chuckle gleefully. e n. a gleeful 
chuckle. [portmanteau word coined by 
Carroll, probably from chuckle + snort] 


Lewis 


chorus e 1. (//. choruses) 1 a group (esp. a large 
one) of singers; a choir. 2 a piece of musi 
composed for a choir, 3 the refrain of a popular 
song, in which a chorus participates. 4 any simulta- 
neous utterance by many persons etc. (@ chorus of 
disapproval). 5 a group of singers and dancers 
performing in concert in a musical, opera, 
etc. 6 Gk Antig. a in Greek tragedy, a 
group of performers who comment 
together in voice and movement on 
the main action. b an utterance ol 
the chorus. @ ud: & int: (chorused., 
chorusing) (of a group) speak o1 
utter simultaneously. 5 in chorus 
(uttered) together; in unison. {from 
Greek khoroy] 
chorus girl 7. a young woman who 
sings or dances in the chorus of a mu- 
sical et 
chose pas! of cuoosi 
chosen /as/ part. of GHoosn. 
chough /chuf/ n. <a bird of the 
genus Pyrrhocorax (crow family 
with glossy blue-black phunage 
and red legs. [Middle English] 


Cee 
BYACUELN 


choux pastry 


choux pastry /shoo/ 7. very light pastry enriched 
with eggs. [from French chou ‘cabbage, rosette’: in 
English originally a round cream-filled pastry] 

chow 2. 1 s/ang food. 2 a dog of a Chinese breed 
with long hair and bluish-black tongue. [shortened 
from pidgin English choz'-chove] 

chowder 7. .\. Amer a rich soup usu. containing 
fresh fish, clams, or corn with potatoes, onions, etc. 

chow mein /mayn/ ». a Chinese-style dish of fried 
noodles with shredded meat or shrimps etc. and 
vegetables. [from Chinese chao man “tried flour | 

chrism #7. a consecrated oil or unguent used esp. for 
anointing in Catholic and Greek Orthodox rites. 
[froma Greek Aviryma ‘anoiting"| 

Christ e 7. 1 the title, also now treated as a name, 
given to Jesus of Nazareth. 2 the Messiah as proph- 
esied in the Old Testament. @ zl. slang expressing 
surprise, anger. etc. [from Greek Afristos “anomted 
one’| G Christhood 7, Christlike ad). Christly 
adj. 

christen 7/1 give a Christian name to at baptism 
as a sign of admission to a Christan Church. 2 give 
a name to ta thing), esp. formally or with a cere- 
mony. 3 collog. use for the first ume. [Old English 
crisinian “to make Christian’| 0 christening 7. 

Christendom 7. Christians worldwide. regarded 
as a collective body. 

Christian e ad). 1 following, or believing in Christ's 
teaching or religion, 2 of the religion of Jesus 
Christ. 3 collog. (of a person) kind, fair, decent. 
en. 1 aa person who has received Christian 
bapusm. b an adherent of Christ's teaching, 2 a 
person exhibiting Chrishan qualitics. oO Christian- 
ize vf, GS int. (also -ise). Christianization 7. 
Christianly ad. 

Christian era n. the era reckoned from the trad- 
itional date of Christ's birth. 

Christianity ». 1 the Christian religion: its beliefs 
and practices. 2 = Crikisinspom. 

Christian name ». a forename, esp. as given al 
baptism. 

Christian Science n. the beliefs and practices of 
The Church of Christ Scienust, a Christian body 
holding that only God and the mind have ultimate 
reality, sin and illness being illusions overcome by 
prayer and faith. o Christian Scientist ». 

Christingle ». a lighted candle symbolizing Christ 
as the light of the world, held by children 
esp. at Aclvent services. 

Christmas 7. (//. Christmases 
1 (also Christmas Day, the 
annual festival of Christ’s birth. 
celebrated on 25 Dec. 2 the season 
in which this o Christ- 
massy «id/). 

Christmas box ». Sri. a present 01 
vratuity given at Christmas, esp. to 
tradesmen and employees. 


OCCUTS. 


Christmas cake 1, Bri/. a rich fruit 
cake usu. covered with marzipan 
und icing and caten at Christmas. 


serpentinite 

fLroundmass 

Christmas card 7. a card sent with 
greetings at Christmas. 

Christmas Eve n. the day or the evening before 
Christmas Dav. 

Christmas pudding »). Bri! a rich boiled pudding 
eaten at Christmas. made with flour, suet. dried 
Iruit, ete. 

Christmas rose 7. 4 small white-flowered winter- 
blooming plant, Helleborus niger. 

Christmas stocking 7. a real or ornamental 
stocking hung up by children on Christmas Eve 


CHROMITE 


chromatic adj. 1 of or produced by colour; in (esp. 
bright) colours. 2 \fus. a of or having notes not 
belonging to a diatonic scale. b (of a scale) ascend- 
ing or descending by semitones. 0 chromatically 
adv. chromaticism 7. 

chromaticity 7. the quality of colour regarded 
independently of brightness. 

chromatid 7. Biol. either of two threadlike strands 
into which a chromosome divides longitudinally 
during cell division, & CHROMOSOME, MLLOSIS, MLEOSTS 

chromatin 1. Biochem, the material in a cell nucleus 
that stains with basic dyes and consists of protein, 
RNA, and DNA. 

chromato- com). form (also chromo-) colour. [from 
Greek khroma -atos ‘colour | 

chromatography n. Chem. Wa technique f for the 
separation of a mixture by passing it in solution or 
suspension through a medium in which the com- 
ponents move at different rates. [from German 
Chromatographie} 0 chromatograph n. chromato- 
graphic ad). 


blolting 
paper 


constituent dyes 
separate out —— 


black ink 


and water 


CHROMATOGRAPHY: 
DEMONSTRATION 
Ob SEPARATION O1 
BLACK INK ON 
BLOW TING PAPER 


chrome 7. 1 chromium, esp. as plating. 2 (in full 
chrome yellow) a yellow pigment obtamed 
from a compound of chromium, [French., iter- 
aly ‘chromuuny } 

chrome steel 7. a hard fine-grained steel 
containing much chromium and used for 
tools ete. 

chromite »). .\ineral. <a black 
mineral of chromium and iron 

oxides, which ts the principal 

ore of chromium. 


chromite 
crystals 


chromium 7. (her. 
a hard white metallic 
clement. occurring nat- 
urally as chromite and used 
as a shiny decorative electro- 
plated coating. {modern Latin} 
chromium-plate e 7. an clec- 
trolytically deposited protective cuat- 
ing of chromium. @ 2./7 coat with this. 
chromium steel 7. = ¢)inoML Sitti. 


chromo- var. of ¢ HROMATO-. 


chromolithograph e 7. a coloured picture 
printed by lithography, @ 7.4: print or produce by 
this process. O chromolitho- 


graphy 2. 


the rodlike or threadlike struc- 
tures of DNA and protein 
found in the nuclei of cells that 


\ chromatid carry the genetic informa- 


ee Bin a, ion in the form of genes. 
for Father Christmas to All with presents ‘ = 
“ \ centromerc¢ ce GLNEL, MLIOSTS, MITOSIS, 
; ¢ VCrPree < . - ‘ 
Christmas tree é in evergreen u. ; [from German  Chromosom| 
1 uce; Or tes iat tree set up with ae ES chromosomal adj. 
decorations at Christmas, : 
: - chromosome map 2. 
* oxen sa yseee p ‘ 
Christo- com. form Christ CHROMOSOME: HUMAN plan showing the relative 


chroma INECHSILY 


of colour. [from Greck] 


purity. or 
THROUGH \ 


C HROMOSONE 
MII ROSCOPRI 


S LEN positions of genes along the 


length of a chromosome. 


twinned 
crystals 


chromosome 7. Bio/, << cach of 


chuck 


chronic adj. 1 persisting for a long time (usu. of an 
illness or a personal or social problem). 2 having a 
chronic complaint. 3 Brit. collog. very bad; intense, 
severe. [from Greek khrontkos| 0 chronically ade. 
chronicity n. 


w Usage The use of chronic in sense 3 is considered 
incorrect by some people. 


chronic fatigue syndrome 7. = ME. 

chronicle e 7. 1 a register of events in order of their 
occurrence. 2 a narrative, a full account. 
e w/r record (events) in the order of their occurrence. 
[from Greck khrontka ‘annals’} 0 chronicler u. 

chrono- comb. form time. [from Greck Khronos ‘time’] 

chronograph 7. 1 an instrument for recording 
lime with extreme accuracy. 2 a stopwatch. 
Oo chronographic adj. 

chronological adj. 1 (of a number of events) 
arranged or regarded in the order of their occur- 


rence. 2 of or relating to chronology. o chrono- 
logically adv. 
chronolo (pl. -ies) 1 the study of historical 


records to establish the dates of past events. 2 a the 
arrangement of events, dates, etc. in the order of 
their occurrence. b a table or document displaying 
this. 0 chronologist 7. 

chronometer ”. 2 time-measuring instrument, esp. 
one used in navigation. 

chronometry 7. the science of accurate time- 
measurement. G chronometric adj. 

chrysalid 7. = ciirysatis. 

chrysalis 1. (//. chrys- 
alises or chrysalides 
/kri-sal-i-deez/) 1m a 
quiescent pupa of 
a butterfly or moth. 
CD MLIAMORPHOSIs. 2 the 
hard outer case enclosing it. 
[from Greek shrusallts| 

chrysanthemum 7. a -plant 
of the genus Chrysanthemum or 
(if cultivated usu.) the genus 
Dendranthema (daisy family). 
haying brightly coloured flow- 

ers. [from Greek 

khrusanthemon) 

shaped 
roe chrysoberyl 

“A n. <a yellaw- 

ish-green gem 

consistng of a beryllium salt. [from 

Greek Atirusos ‘gold’ + berullos “bery? | 

chthonic /kthon-ik/ ad. 


chrysalis 


winidle 


silken 
pad 


wedye- 


CHRYSALIS 01 
A BUTTERFLY 


jalso 
chthonian) of, relating to, or inhabit- 
ing the underworld. [based on Greek 
khthon “Earth’] 


chub 2. 
river fish. Leucescus 
century coinage] 


va thick-bodied coarsc-fleshed 
cephalus, [15th- 


CHRYSOBERYL 


Leuciscus cephalus) 


Chubb ». (in full Chubb lock) propr. a lock with a 
device for fixing the bolt iunmovably should some- 
one try to pick it. [from C. Chubb, 19th-century 
London locksmith] 

chubby ad. (chubbier, chubbiest) plump and 
rounded (csp. of a person or a part of the body). 
0 chubbily ad: chubbiness ». 

chuck! e 7/7; 1 vilog. fling or throw carelessly or 
with indifference. 2 (often (Bril.) foll. by a, up) collog. 
give up; reject (chucked in my job). en. 1 a toss. 2 ( (prec. 
by: the) Brit. slang dismissal \he got the chuck). 3 a playful 
touch under the chin. o chuck it slang stop, desist. 
chuck out collog. 1 expel (a person) from a gather- 
ing ete, 2 get rid of. discard. [1 6th-century coinage | 


chuck church 


chuck* n. Lacut of beef between the neck and the rm 
ribs. 2 W a device for holding a workpiece in a lathe or CHURCH 


a tool in a drill. > prite. [variant of crock] 


chuck? n. No Ame | Uhe earliest churches were constructed congregation. As Christianity spread, larger 
dial. food, provi- in the Mediterranean region during the churches with separate areas for the clergy 
sions. [19th century Roman Empire. They were small, with suffi- and the followers were built, often in the 
coinage] cient space for an altar and only a meagre shape of a cross to symbolize the crucifix. 


chuck? 7, dial. (asa 

form of address) i 

CHUCK ON A PowER DRILL ear, darling, [alter- altar at j chancel * —<— ecg | 
| 


chuck 


ation of CHICK] 


chucker-out n. Brit. collog. a person employed to 
expel troublesome people from a gathering etc. 


eastern end choir stalls 


C 


congregation 


rood-screen 


chuckle e v.iniz laugh quietly or inwardly. @ n. a hed aaa — finial 
quiet or suppressed laugh. [based on chuck ‘to aoe Bet 
cluck’] 6 chuckler 7. | with tracery lower 


chucklehead 7. collog. a stupid person. [chuckle 
‘clumsy’, probably related to cuuck® | o ehuckle- 
headed adj. 

chuckwagon 1. .V. Amer, 1 ¥ a provision cart on a pulpit 
ranch etc. 2 a roadside eating place. [based on cHuicK® | 


= 
N. gargoyle 


belfry 


chuck box skillet coffee cups driver's UN 


vestry 
handbrake ‘eal é 


south aisle 
fransepl __ 


lich-gate . 


metal 
hoop 
nave 
CU PAWAY 
Valle Guay: 
CRUCIPORM 
CHURCH 


main porch 


coonae Cm water barrel 
we ech 


pot pgn 


CHUCKWAGON: 19TH-CENIURY CHUCKWAGON 


chuff wini, (of a steam engine etc.) work with a 
regular sharp puffing sound. 

chuffed adj. Brit. slang delighted. 

chug e wiv. (chugged, chugging) 1 emit a regular 
muffled explosive sound, as of an engine running TI ECINTURY BY ZINE CHURCH GkITCd [3')H-GENTURY CATHEDRAL (IRELAND) 
slowly. 2 move with this sound. @ 7. a chugging sound. 

chukka 7. (US chukker) each of the periods of 
play (7-7'-- minutes) into which a game of polo is 
divided. [from Sanskrit cakra ‘wheel’ | 

chum e 7. collog. (esp. among schoolchildren) a close 
friend. @ zzz (often foll. by zevth) share rooms, O chum 
up (often foll. by wzth) become a close friend (of). 
[17th-century coinage] 6 chummy adj. (chummier. 
chummiest). chummmily a. chumminess /. 

chump 2. 1 collog. a foolish person. 2 Bril. the thick 
end, esp. of a loin of lamb or mutton (chump chop). 
3 Brit. slang the head. off one’s chump bri/, slang 
crazy. [18th-century comage] 

chunk ». 1 a thick solid shce or piece of something 


firm or hard. 2 a substantial amount or picce. IG UI-GENTURY L7PH-CENTURY [7VH-CENTURY RUSSIAN ORTHODON 
chunky adj. (chunkier, chunkiest) 1 containing CHURCH WP LALY CHURCH (PORTUGAL) CUURCH (RUSSL\N FEDERATION 


or consisting of chunks. 2 short and thick; small 
and sturdy. 3 (of clothes) made of a thick matcrial. 
Oo chunkiness 7. 

Chunnel 7. ¢o//og. a tunnel under the English Ghan- 
nel linking England and France. [portmanteau 
word from Channel tunnel | 

chunter w.in/z, Bri. collog. mutter, grumble 

chupatty var. of cHypvrri. 

church 7. 1 » a building for public (usu. Christian 
worship. 2 a meeting for public worship in such a 
building (go lo church; met after church). 3 (usu. Church 
iprec. by he) the body of all Christians. 4 usu. 
Church) the clergy or clerical profession. 5 (usu. f ; 
Church) an organized Christian group Or soc iely ol oan Re NTCee TO een eA 
any ume, country, or distinct principles of worship. CHU RCHNATENICO GAPE Ne CHER NO WRITE 
[from Greek suriakon { doma) ‘Lord’s (house)’| = AS a 


Po ENTE RY Lats cary 


churchman 


churchman /», {/)/, -men; or churchwoman, })/. 
-women) 1 a member of the clergy or of a 
Church, 2 a supporter of the Church. 

Church of England 7. the English branch of the 
Western Christan Church. 

church school 7. 1 (in the UK) a school founded by 
or associated with the Church of England. 2 (in the 
US) a private school supported by a_ particular 
Church or parish. 

churchwarden 7. 1 a cither of the two main 
elected lay representatives in an Anglican parish, 
formally responsible for movable church property 
and for kceping order in church. b US a church 
administrator, 2 Brit. a long-stemmed clay pipe. 

churchy adj. 1 obtrusively or intolerantly devoted 
to the Church or opposed to religious dissent. 2 like 
a church, 0 churchiness 7. 

churchyard 2. the enclosed ground around a 
church, esp. as used for burials. 

ehurl 2. an Ul-bred person. [Old English in sense 
‘man’ ] 

churlish «dj. surly; mean. o churlishly adv. churl- 
ishness #/. 

churn e 1. 1 Bri. a large milk can. 2 wa machine 
for making butter by agitating milk or cream. @ 7. 
1 # agitate ;milk or cream) in a churn. 2 / produce 
(butter) in this way: 3 @. (usu. foll. by up) 


cause clistress loz upset, ; glass 
agitate. 4 itr (of a hd clasp _ _ peephole 
liquid) seethe, foam 

cranh 


violently (the churning 
yea. Sf agitate 
or move (liquid 
vigorously, causing 
it to foam. 0 churn 
out produce routine- 
ly or mechanically, 
esp. in large quant- 
ties. [Old English] 
chute 1. a sloping 
channel or slice. 
with or with- out 
water, for con- 
veying things to a 
lower level. [French, 
literally ‘fall 
chumey 1. (//. -eys) a 
pungent condiment of 
fruits, vegetables, vinegar, 
spices. ete. [from Hindi 
caini | 
chutzpah /khuutz-pi/ ». 
slang shameless audacity: 
cheek. [Yidelish| 
chyme 2. Py sol. the fluid which passes from the 
stomach to the small intestine. consisting of gastric 
juices and partly digested food. [Greek Ahdmos Juice’| 
CIA abér. iin the US) Central Intelligence Agency. 
ciabatta /cha-bah-ti/ x. (//. ciabattas) a type of 
moist aerated Italian bread made with olive oil. 
[Italian dialect, literally ‘shpper’, from its shape] 
ciao /chow/ inl. collog. 1 goodbye. 2 hello, [Itahan] 


handh 


harrel 


drainage 


hole 


CHURN: 


cicada /si-kah-da/ 7. (also cicala any transparent- 
winged large insect of the family Cicadidae, the 
males of which make a loud rhythmic chirping 
sound, & Hiaurrer,. [Latin] 

cicatrice 7, .ilso cicatrix 1//. cicatrices) any 
mark left by a healed wound; a sear. [from Laun 
cicalryy -icls| O cicatricial ad). 
also -ise! 1 fr: heal 
by scar formation. 
2 intr vof a wound heal 

by sear formation, 

0 cicatrization 1. 


cicatrize 
ta wound 


cicely 1, ( p/. -ies) any 0! 
vanous umbelliferous 
plants, esp. sweet cicely, 

cichlid /sik-licd/ 1. ® 4 


tropical freshwater fish of the 


STH-CENTURY 
END-OVER-END CHURN 


CICHLID: \IkI 
C1OHLIb Avemalachrames thomas, 


family Cichlidae, esp. of a kind kept in aquaria. 
[from Greek fikhlé, a kind of fish] 

CID abbr: (im the UK) Criminal Invesugation 
Department. 

-cide suffix forming nouns meaning: 1 a person or 
substance that kills (regeczde: insectacrde). 2 the killing 
of (infanticide, suicide). [French from Latin, based on 
caedere “to kill’ | 

cider n. (also Brit, cyder) Brit. an alcoholic drink 
made from fermented apple juice. [from Hebrew 
sékar ‘strong drink’ 

cider press 7. a press for crushing apples to make 
cider. 

cigar 7. a cylinder of tobacco rolled in tohacco 
leaves for smoking. [from Spanish cigarro] 

cigarette 7. (('S cigaret) 1 a thin cylinder of finely 
cut tobacco rolled in paper for smoking. 2 a similar 
cylinder containing a narcotic, herbs, or a 
medicated substance. [French, literally ‘little cigar’ | 

cigarette card 7. Bri/. a small picture card of a 
kind formerly included in a packet of cigarettes. 


cigarette end 7. Bri/. the wnsmoked remainder of 


.. cigarette. 
cigarillo 7. ( p/. -os) a small cigar. [Spanish] 
ciliary adj. 1 Biol, of or relating to cilia, 2 Anal, a of 
or relating to the eyelids or eyelashes. b of or 
denoting the part of the eye (ciliary body) 
connecting the iris to the choroid, and the muscle 
in it which controls the shape of the Jens. > rvi 
cilium 7. (f/. cilia) 1 Ana/. & Biol. a short minute 
hairlike vibrating structure occurring, usu. in large 
numbers, on the surface of some cells or small 
organisms. 2 an eyelash. [Latin, literally ‘eyelash’] 
O ciliated ad). ciliation n. 
cill var of sin. 
cimbalom 7. a dulcimer. [Hungarian] 
C.-in-C. abbr, Commander-in-Chiet: 
cinch e 7. 1 colloy, a a sure thing; a certainty. 
b an casy task. 2 a firm hold. @ z./: 1a tighten as 
with a cinch icimched at the waist with a belts. 
b secure a grip on. 2 s/ang make certain of. [from 
Spanish cincha] 
cincture 7. fierary a girdle, belt, or border. 
[from Latin cinctural 
cinder 7, 1 the residue of coal or wood ete. 
that has stopped giving off flames but can still 
burn. 2 slag. 3 (in pi.) ashes. D burnt to a 
cinder made useless by burning. (Old English] 
oO cindery ad. 
Cinderella 2. 1 4 person or thing of unrecog- 
nized or disregarded merit or beauty, 2 a 
neglected o1 despised member of a group. 
[name of a girlin a Lairy tale] 
cine- /sin-i/ comb. form cinematographic. |abbic- 
Viation| 
cineaste 7. (also cineast) a cincma enthusiast, 
[ftom French] 
cinema 7. 1 Bri. a theatre where motion-picture 
films (see rim 7. 3a, b) are shown. 2 a films collect- 
ively. b the production of films as an art or industry; 
cmematography. [from Greek Anema ‘movement |} 
cinematic ad). 1 having the qualities characteristic 
of the cinema. 2 of or rclaung to the cinema. 
O cinematically adi. 
cinematograph 1. csp. Bri. his!. an apparatus for 
making or showing motion-picture films. [based on 
Greek Ainéma_ afoy movement | 
cinematography #. the art of making motion- 
picture films, 0 cinematogra- 
pher 7. cinematographic 
adj. cinematographi- 
cally ad:. 
cinephile 7. a person who 
is fond of the cinema. 
cineplex 1..\. line, G Austral. a 
multiplex cinema. 
a cineraria 7. a plant, Pericallis 
AN BLE TLRILY cuenta «daisy family). culti- 
vated for ius brieht lowers. 


circle 


[based on Latin cinis -erts ‘ashes’, from the ash- 
coloured down on the leaves] 

cinerary adj. of ashes. [from Latin cinerarius] 

cinerary urn 7. an urn for holding the ashes after 
cremation. . 

cinnabar e 7). 1 » a bright red 
mineral form of mercuric 
sulphide from which mercury 
is obtained. & ort. 2 vermil- 
ion. @ ad. bright red. [from 
Greek Ainnabari| 

cinnamon e 7. 1 an 
aromatic spice from the 
peeled, dried, and rolled 
hark of a SE Asian tree. 

> sect. 2 any tree of the 
genus Cimnamomum, esp. 
GC. zevlanicum, yielding the 
spice. 3 yellowish brown. 
e adj. of this colour. [from Greck 
kinnamon| 

cinquefoil /sink-foil/ n. 1 a herbaceous plant of 
the gcnus Polentilla (rose family), with compound 
leaves of five leaflets. 2 Archit. a five-cusped orna- 
ment ina circle or arch. [from Latin quinque ‘five’ + 
Jolium leat” | 

Cinque Ports /sink/ 7.//. (in the UK) a group of 
ports (originally five only, Hastings, Sandwich, Dover, 
Romney, and Hythe, later also Rye and Winchelsea) 
on the SE coast of England with ancient privileges. 
[lroma Latin quanque portus tive ports’] 

cion US var. of scion 1. 

cipher (also cypher) e 7. 1 a a secret or clisguised 
way of writing. b a thing written in this way. ¢ the 
key to it. 2 the arithmetical symbol (0) denoting no 
amount but used to occupy a vacant place in deci- 
mal etc. numeration (as in 12.05). 3 a person or 
thing of no importance. 4 the interlaced initials of 
a person or company ete; a monogram. @ 2/7 put 
milo secret writing, encipher. [from Arabic yz/r 
“zero | a 


CINNABAR 


circa prep. (often preceding a date) about; approxi- 
mately. [Latin] 

circadian /ser-kay-cli-any adj. Physiol. occurring or 
recurring about once per day. [based on Latin circa 
‘about’ + die “day"] Ae 

circle e 7. 1 a ¥ a plane figure whose circumference 
is everywhere equicistant from its centre. b the line 
enclosing a circle. 2 a rounclish enclosure or struc- 
lure, 3a ring. 4 a curved upper tier of seats in a 
theatre ete. tdress circle). 5a circular route. 6 US = 
circus 2. 3. 7 Archaeol. a group of (usu. large embed- 
ded) stones arranged inva circle. 8 Hockey = si rikinc- 
ciRcLE. 9 persons grouped round a centre of interest. 
10 a set or class or restricted group (/ilerary circles; not 
done in the best etvcles. 11 in full vicious circle; a an 
unbroken sequence of reciprocal cause and effect. 
b an action and reaction that intensify cach other (cf. 
VIRTUOUS CIRCLE). € the fallacy of proving a proposition 
from another which depends on the first for its own 
proof, @ i La, move in a circle. 2 tf: a revolve 
round. b forma circle round. Go circle back move in 
a wide loop towards the starting point. come full 
circle return to the starting point. go round in 
circles make no progress despite effort. run round 
in circles collog. be fussily busy with little result. 
[from Latin cyculus “little ring” | 


segment 


radius 


quadrant 


vee dy 


centre _ . diameter 


circumference 7 —~ semicircle 


CIRCLE AND ASSOGLVTED PARTS 


wre 


circlet 


circlet n. 1 a small circle. 2 a circular band, esp. of 
gold or jewelled etc., as an ornament. 

circlip n. a metal ring sprung into a slot or groove 
in a bar etc. to hold a thing in place. 

cires 7./. collog. circumstances. 

circuit 7. 1 aa line or course enclosing an area; the 
distance round. b the area enclosed. 2 Elect, a ¥ 
the path of a current. b the apparatus through 
which a current passes. 3 a the journey of a judge 
in a particular district to hold courts. b this district. 
4 Bnt. a motor racing track. 5 a a sequence of 
sporting events (the US tennis circuit), b a sequence of 
athletic exercises. 6 a roundabout journey. 7 a 
group of local Methodist Churches forming a 
minor administrative unit. 8 an itinerary or route 
followed by an entertainer, politician, etc.; a sphere 
of operation (election circuit; cabaret circuit). [from 
Latin circudtus] 

circuit board 7. a thin rigid board containing an 
electric circuit, esp. = pRINTED CIRCUIL. > TELEPHONL., 
VIDLO RECORDLR 

circuit-breaker 7. an automatic device for stop- 
ping the flow of current in an electric circuit. 

circuitous /ser-kew-itiis/ adj. 1 indirect (and usu. 
long). 2 going a long way round. 5 circuitously 
adv. circuitousness ji. 

circuitry 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a system of electric circuits. 
2 the equipment forming this. 

circular e ad. 1 a having the form of a circle. 
b moving or taking place along a circle (circular four). 
2 Logic (of reasoning) depending on a vicious circle. 
3 ‘of a letter or advertisement etc.) for distribution 
to a large number of people. @ x. a circular letter, 
leaflet, etc. [based on Latin circulus ‘circle’] o circu- 
larity 7. circularly adi. 

circularize «tr (also -ise) 1 distribute circulars to. 
2 US seek opinions of (people) by means of a ques- 
tionnaire, 0 circularization /. 


circular saw 1. a power saw with a rapidly rotating 
toothed disc. > saw 


circulate v. 1 intr go round from one place or 
person etc.to the next and so on; be in circulation. 
2 (7, a cause to go round; put into circulation. b give 
currency to (a report etc.). ¢ circularize. 3 itr be 
actively sociable at a party, gathering, etc. 0 circu- 
lative adj, circulator n. 

circulating library 7. /vs/. a small library with 
books lent for a small fee to subscribers. 

circulating medium 7. noics or gold etc. used in 
exchange. 

circulation 7. 1 a movement to and fro, or from 


CIRCUIT 


Electricity flows around a circuit from a | 
power source’s negative terminal to its 
positive one. The contrary was once 
thought to be true, and circuit theory is 

still based on this ‘conventional current. 


negalive 
_ lerminal (-) 


positive 


terminal (+) , battery 


fehl 
ath 


election 


fox 


conventional 
current 


SIMPLE CIRCUIT SHOWING CURREN! 


| 


‘ 


and back to a starting point, esp. of a fluid in a 
confined area or circuit. b the movement of blood 
to and from the ussues of the body. 2 the number 
of copies sold, esp. of journals and newspapers. 
3 the movement or exchange of currency or coin in 
a country etc. Din (or out of ) circulation partici- 
paung (or not participating) in activities ete. 

circulatory adj. of or relating to the circulation of 
blood or sap. 

circumcise 2/7, 1 cut off the foreskin of, as a Jewish 
or Muslim rite or a surgical operation. 2 cut off the 
clitoris (and sometimes the labia) of, as a traditional 
practice among some peoples. [based on Latin 
circumecisus ‘cut round’ | 

circumcision 7. the act or rite of circumcising or 
being circumcised. 

circumference 7. 1 the enclosing boundary, esp. of 
a circle or other figure enclosed by a curve. & cikcut. 
2 the distance round. [from Latin circumferentia| 
0 circumferential ad). circumferentially adv. 

circumflex 7. (in full circumflex accent) a mark 
( or “) placed over a vowel in some languages to 
indicate a contraction, length, or a special quality, 
{from Latin ercunflexus “bent round’} 

circumlocution 7. 1 a a roundabout expression. 
b evasive talk. 2 the use of many words where fewer 
would do; verbosity. [from Latin circumlocutio, trans- 
lation of Greek penphrasis| 0 circumlocutory ad). 

circumnavigate 7/7, sail round (csp. the world). 
[fron Latin cercumnavigare| 0 circumnavigation 1. 
circumnavigator /. 

circumpolar adj. 1 Geog around or near one of the 
Earth’s poles. 2 Astron. (of a star or motion ete.) 
above the horizon at all times in a given latitude. 

circumscribe ¢./ 1 (of a line etc.) enclose or 
outline, 2 lay down the limits of; confine, restrict. 
[from Latin ciewnseribere| 0 circumscription 1. 

circumspect ad. wary, cautious; taking everything 
into account. [from Latin circumspectus ‘having 
looked around’| G cireumspection n. circum- 
spectly adv. 

circumstance 1. 1 a a fact. occurrence. or conci- 
tion, esp. (in pli the time, place, manner, cause, 
occasion, etc,, or surroundings of an act or event. 
b Jin fl, or simg as uncount noun) the external 
conditions that affect or might affect an action (a 
retim of circumstance(s)\. 2 often foll. by thal + clause) 
an incident, occurrence, or fact (he cercunistance that 
he left carly). 3 an pl.) one’s state of financial or ma- 
terial welfare (2 reduced circumstances). 4 ceremony, 
fuss (pomp and circumstance\. O in (or under the (or 
these) circumstances the state of alfairs being 
What it is. in ior under) no circumstances nol al 
all; never. [from Latin circumstantia| O cireum- 
stanced «dj. 

circumstantial adj. 1 given in full detail (@ crew 
stantial account). 2 (of evidence, a legal case, ete.) 
tending to establish a conclusion by inference rom 
known facts hard to explain otherwise. 3a depend- 
ing on circumstances. b adventitious, meidental. 
0 circumstantiality 7. circumstantially ad. 

circumvent ?./7, 1 a evade (a difliculty); find a way 
round. b baffle, outwit. 2 entrap (an enemy) by 
surrounding. [based on Latin cucumentuy 
‘surrounded’ G circumvention /. 

circus 7, {pl circuses) 1 a wavelling show of 
performing annals, acrobats, clowns, etc. 2 collog. a 
scene of lively action: a disturbance. 3 Brif. a rounded 
open space in a town, where several streets converge 
Prccadilly Circus). 4 Rom. Antig. a rounded or oval arena 
with tiers of seats, for equestrian and other sports and 
games. (Latin, literally ‘ring’] 

cire perdue /secr pau-dew/ 1. = 1051 \\s, [French| 

cirque /serk/ n. 1 Geol. & a deep bowl-shaped 
hollow at the head of a valley or on a mountain- 
side. 2 poe. aa ring. b an amphitheatre or arena. 
[Preise li 

cirrhosis /si-roh-sis/ n. Med. a chronic disease of 
the liver as a result of alcoholism, hepatitis, etc. 
[modern Latin] o cirrhotic ad). 


citric 


CIRQUE 

As snow accumulates in shallow mountain 
hollows, it compresses into ice. The soil 1s 
loosened by frost wedging and abrasion, 
and the hollow deepens to form a cirque. 


loosened material 


Sresh 


: reSS 
<li compre ssed 


de 


CROSS-SECTION THROUGH A CIROUL 


cirriped 7). (also cirripede) any marine crustacean 
of the class Cirripedia, which comprises the bar- 
nacles. [from Latin cirrus ‘curl’ (from the form of 
the legs) + pes pedis foot] 

cirro- comb. form. denoting cloud types forimed at 
high altitudes (above 6 km or 20,000 feet), & coun 

cirrus 7. (p/. cirri /-ry/) 1 Meteorol. a cloud formed 
at high altitude as delicate white wisps. > choup. 
b acloud of this type. 2 Bot. a tendril. 3 Zool. a long 
slender appendage or filament. > sarnacie. [Latin, 
literally ‘curl’] o cirrose adj. cirrous ad). 

CIS abi Commonwealth of Independent States 
(consisting of countries of the former Soviet 
Union). 

cis- prefix on this side of} on the side nearer to the 
speaker or writer (cisa/pine; (opp. VRANS- 2 or ULTRA 1). 

cisalpine /sis-al-pyn/ ad. on the southern side of 
the Alps. 

cissy var. of sissy. 

Cistercian e 7. a monk or nun of an order founded 
as a stricter branch of the Benedictines. e@ adj. of 
the Cistercians. [from Cisterctum, Latin name of 
Citeaux near Dijon in France} 

cistern ». 1 a tank for storing water, esp. supplying 
taps or as part of a fMushing lavatory. 2 an under- 
ground reservoir for rainwater. [from Latin cisternal 

cistus 7. any shrub of the genus Cisfus, with large 
white or red flowers. [from Greek Azstos] 

citadel 7. 1 a fortress, usu. on high ground protect- 
ing or dominating a city. > vcrorous. 2 a meeting 
hall of the Salvation Army. {based on Latin ciilas 
‘city’| 

citation 7. L the citing of a book or other source; a 
passage cited. 2 a mention in an official dispatch. 
3 a note accompanying an award, describing the 
reasons for it. 

cite 7/1 adduce as an instance. 2 quote (a passage. 
book, or author) in support of an argument etc. 
3 mention in an official dispatch. [from Latin citare| 
O citable ad). 

CITES /sy-tcez/ abbr Convention on Inter- 
national Trade in Endangered Species. 

citified ad. (also cityfied usu. derug city-like or 
urban in appearance or behaviour. 

citizen 7. La member of a state or commonwealth 
British citizen). 2 a an inhabitant of a city. b a free- 
man of a city. 3 US a civilian. [based on Latin ci- 
lay ‘city’ | 0 citizenry 1. citizenship v7. 

Citizens’ Advice Bureau #. (in the UR) an office 
at which the public can receive free advice on civil 
matters. 

citizen’s arrest ”. an arrest by an ordinary person 
without a warrant. 

citizens’ band #. a system of local mtercommuni- 
cation by individuals on special radio frequencies. 

Citizen’s Charter 7). //i/. a document guarantce- 
ing citizens the right of redress where a public 
service Lally to meet certain standards. 

citrate 1. Chem. a salt or ester of citric acid. 

citric ad). derived from citrus fruit. 


es 


citric acid 


CMcUs PRUIT 


Cultivated for at least 2,000 years in 
subtropical climates, citrus fruits are valued 
chiefly for their edible fruit, peel, and juice. 
They provide vital flavourings in food and 
drink, and are a rich source of vitamin C, 


EXAMPLES OF CITRUS FRUITS 


GRAPLERT (-' 


COMMON 
ORANGE 


CUES PEN I: 


NAVEL 
ORANG, 


MANDARIN ORANGE 


citric acid 7. a sharp-tasting water-soluble organic 
acid found in the juice of lemons and other sour 
fruits and used as a flavouring and settmg agent. 
citron 1». 1 a shrubby tree, Citrus medica, bearmg 
large lemon-like fruits with thick fragrant peel. 
2 this fruit. & caiat serie. [ French] 

citronella x. 1 any fragrant grass of the genus 
Cymbopogon, native to S. Asia. 2 the scented oil from 
these, used im insect repellent, and in perfume and 
soap manufacture. [modern Latin| 

citrus n. (fl. citruses; I any tree of the genus 
Citrus, including lemon, lime, orange, and yrape- 
fruit. 2 (in full citrus fruit Aa fruit from sucha 
tree, [Latin, hterally ‘citron tree’] 0 citrous ad). 

city 7.1 pl. aes) 1 aa large town. b Bri. (strictly; a 
town created a city by charter and containing a 
cathedral. ¢ (8a municipal state-chartered corpor- 
ation occupying a definite area. 2 ithe City; Bri. 
a the part of London governed by the Lord Mayor 
and the Corporation. b the busimess part of this. 
e commercial circles. 3 (altib.) of a city or the City. 
{from Latin ciefas| O cityward ad. & adv. city- 
wards «di. 

City Company 2. (in the UK) a corporation 
descended from an ancient trade guild. 

city father 7. .usu. in f/.) a person concerned with 
or experienced in the administration of a city. 


cityfied var. of cami. 


[a4 


Sev ey 


Cosmetics, scents, and aromatherapy also | 
rely on essential oils yielded by their peel, 
leaves, and shoots, while soaps are made 
from the seed oils. Colds, coughs, and sore 
throats can all be soothed by citrus juices. 


+ 
‘ 
SHEN EVO 4 


LEMON 


SAE 
ORANGE 


RKRUMQUAT 


é 


COT RINCOEN 


LANGERINE LUMI. 


city hall ». .V. Amer. municipal offices or officers. 

cityscape n. 1 a view of a city (actual or depicted). 
2 city scenery. 

city slicker n. usu. derog. 1 a smart and sophisti- 
cated city dweller. 2 a plausible rogue as usu. found 
in Cities. 

city state 7. esp. /is/. a city that with its surround- 
ing territory forms an independent state. 

City Technology College 1. a type of secondary 
school, set up mainly in towns and cities through 
partnerships between the Government and busi- 
ness and concentrating on technology and science. 

civet 7. 1 (in full civet cat) a slender catlike animal 
of the family Viverridae, esp. Viverra civelta of 
central Africa, having well-developed anal scent 
glands, 2 a strong musky perfume obtained from 
the secretions of these glands. [from medieval 
Latin zihethum. from Arabic | 

civic adj. 1 of a city. 2 of or proper to citizens (ci i 
virtues). 3 of citizenship. [from Latin civicus) 0 civ- 
ically «dy. 

civic centre 7. the area in a town where municipal 
offices and other public Iuildings are situated; the 
buildings themselves. 

civics nfl. (usu. treated as sing) the study of the 
rights and duties of citizenship. 

eivil id). 1 of or belonging to citizens. 2 of ordinary 


claim 


citizens and their concerns, as distinct from mili- 
tary or naval or ecclesiastical matters. 3 polite, 
obliging, 4 Law relating to civil law, not criminal or 
political matters (civil court). 5 (of the length of a 
day, year, etc.) fixed by custom or law, not natural or 
astronomical. [based on Latin® civts ‘citizen’] 
oeivilly ado. 

civil aviation 7. non-military, esp. commercial, 
aviation. 

civil commotion n. Bri. Law a riot or similar 
disturbance. 

civil defence 7. the organization of civilians for the 
protection of lives and property during and after 
attacks in wartime, 

civil disobedience 1. the refusal to comply with 
certain laws or to pay taxes etc. as a peaceful form 
of political protest. 

civil engineer 7. an engineer who designs or main- 
tains roads, bridges, dams, etc. 0 civil engineering 7. 

civilian @ 7. a person not in the armed services or 
the police force. @ adj. of or for civilians. 

civilianize 7/7, (also -ise) make civilian in character 
or function, 6 civilianization 7. 

civility n. (p/. -ies) 1 politeness. 2 an act of politeness. 

civilization 7. (also -isation) 1 an advanced stage 
or system of social development. 2 those peoples of 
the world regarded as having this. 3 a people or 
nation (esp. of the past) regarded as an element of 
social evolution (the Inca civilization), 4 making or 
becoming civilized. 

civilize 7/7, (also -ise) 1 bring out of a barbarous or 
primitive stage of society. 2 enlighten; refine and 
educate, 0 civilizer n. 

civil law 7. 1 law concerning private rights (opp. 
CRIMINAL LAW). 2 Roman or non-ecclesiastical law, as 
of Quebec, Franee, or Germany (ef. comMON Law). 

civil liberty x. (often in f/.) freedom of action and 
speech subject to the law. 

Civil List 7. (in the UK) airannual allowance voted 
by Parliament for the royal family’s household 
expenses. : 

civil marriage 7. a marriage solemnized as a civil 
contract without religious ceremony. 

civil parish see parisn 2. 

civil rights 7.p/. the mghts of citizens to political 
and social freedom and équality, 

civil servant 7. a member of the civil service. 

civil service 7. the permanent professional 
branches of State administration, excluding mili- 
tary and judicial branches and elected politicians. 

civil war 7. a war between citizens of the same 
country, 

civil year see yiar 2. 

Civvy (pi. -ies) slange n. 1 (in pl.) civilian clothes. 2a 
civilian, @ adj. civilian. 

Civvy Street n. Bri/, slang civilian life. 

CJD abbr. Creutzfeldt Jakob disease, 

Cl syd. Chem. the element chlorine. 

el abbr, centilitre(s). 

clack e enix, 1 make a sharp sound as of boards 
struck together. 2 chatter. @ 7. 1 a clacking sound. 
2 clacking talk. [Middle English in sense ‘to chat- 
ter] O clacker 7. 

clad! adj. 1 clothed (often in comb: leather-clad: scant- 
ily clad). 2 provided with cladding. {past participle 
of CLolHt.| 

clad? 11; (cladding; past and past part. cladded or 
clad) provide with cladding. 

cladding 1. a covering or coating on a structure or 
material ete. 


clade n. Biv. a group of organisms evolved from a 
common ancestor. [from Greek klados ‘branch’ | 

eladistics 1, Bio/, a method of classification of 
animals and plants on the basis of those shared 
characteristics which are assumed to indicate 
common ancesty. 

claim e «i, 1 a clemand as one’s due or property. 
bvusu, ahsol.) submit a request for payment under an 


2 


claimant 


imsurance policy. 2 a represent oneself as having or 
achieving (claim victory; claim accuracy). b (foll. by to + 
infin.) profess (claimed to be the owner). c assert, contend 
(claim that one knows). 3 have as an achievement or a 
consequence (could claim five wins, fire claimed many 
uuhins). 4 (of a thing) deserve (one’s attention ctc.). 
en. 1 aa demand or request for something con- 
sidered one’s due ((ay claim to; put in a claim). b an appli- 
caton for compensation under the terms of an 
insurance policy. 2 (foll. by fo, on) a right or title to a 
thing (Ais only claim to fame; have many clauns on my time). 
3 a contention or assertion. 4 a thing claimed. 
5 Ming a piece of land allotted or taken. [from Latin 
clamare| 0 claimable adj. claimer n. 

claimant 7. a person making a claim, esp. in a 
lawsuit or for a state benefit. 

clairvoyance 7. 1 the supposed faculty of perceiv- 
ing things or events in the future or beyond normal 
sensory contact. 2 exceptional insight. 

clairvoyant @ 7. a person having clairvoyance. 
@ adj. having clairvoyance. (French, literally "seeing 
clearly’] 0 clairvoyantly adv. 

clam e 7. 1 ¥ any bivalve mollusc, esp. the edible 
N. American hard or round clam (Venus mercenaria) 
or the soft or long clam (Mya arenaria). > sivatye. 
2 collog. a shy or withdrawn person. @ wintr. 
(clammed, clamming) 1 dig for clams. 2 (foll. by 

up) collog. refuse to 


_ talk. {1 6th-century 
coinage| 
= 
—_ 
, 
CLAM: SOFT- @ 
SHELL CLAM 
—<- 


(Mya arenaria) 


clamber e 7.7/7: climb with hands and feet. @ 7. a 
difficult climb. [Middle English] 

clamdiggers 2. close-fitting calf-length trousers for 
women, 

clammy cd). (clammier, clammiest) 1 unpleas- 
antly damp and sticky or slimy. 2 (of weather) cold 
and damp. [based on clam ‘to dauh’] 0 clammily 
adv. clammainess 7. 

clamour ((/S clamor) e 1. 1 loud or vehement 
shouting or noise. 2 a protest or complaint; an 
appeal or demand. e@ v. 1 mir make a clamour. 
2 f utter with a clamour. {from Latin clamor] 
c clamorous adj. clamorously ad. 

clamp'e 7. 1 a device for strengthening other ma- 
terials or holding things together. 2 Bri/. a device 
for immobilizing an illegally parked car. @ i/r 
1 strengthen or fasten with a clamp. 2 place or hold 
firmly. 3 immobilize (an illegally parked car) by 
fixing a clamp to one of its wheels. O clamp down 
1 be rigid in enforcing a rule etc. 2 (foll. by on) try 
to suppress. [Middle English| 

clamp? n. 1 Brit. a heap of potatoes or other root 
vegetables stored under straw or earth. 2 a pile of 
bricks for firing. [1 6th-century comage] 

clampdown 7. a rigid policy of suppression, 

clan n. 1 a group of people with a common ances- 
tor, esp. in the Scottish Highlands. 2 a large family 
as a social group. 3 a group with a strong common 
interest. [from Latin planta “sprout | 

clandestine adj. surreptitious, secret. [based on 
Latin clam ‘secretly’| O clandestinely adv, clan- 
destinity 7. 

clang e 7. a loud resonant metallic sound. @ v. 1 itz 
make a clang. 2 fr cause to clang. 

clanger 7. esp. Bri. slang a mistake or blunder, 

clangour 7. (US clangor) 1 a prolonged or 
repeated clanging noise. 2 an uproar or commo- 
tion. [from Latin clangor ‘noise (of trumpets etc.)’] 
Oo clangorous «dj. 


clank e 7. a sound as of heavy pieces of metal meet- 
ing or a cham rattling. @ v, 1 int, make a clanking 
sound. 2 / cause to clank. 0 clankingly adv. 

clannish adj. usu. derog. 1 (of a family or group) 
tending to hold together. 2 of or like a clan. 0 clan- 
nishness 7. 

clansman 7. (//, -men; jem. clanswoman, //. 
~women) a member or fellow member of a clan. 

clap’ e « (clapped, clapping) 1 a inir: strike the 
palms of one’s hands together as a signal or repeat- 
edly as applause. b ¢y, strike (the hands) together in 
this way. 2 f Brit. applaud or show one’s approval 
of in this way. 3 @ (of a bird) flap (its wings) audibly. 
4 f put or place quickly or with determination 
(clapped him in prison; clap a tax on whisky). @ n. 1 the act 
of clapping. 2 an explosive sound, esp. of thunder. 

3 a slap, a pat. o clap eyes on collog. see. [Old 
English clappian ‘to throb, beat’) 

clap’ n. coarse slang venereal disease, esp. gonor- 
rhoea. [from Old French clapoir ‘venereal bubo’| 

clapboard n. US = wevriersoarn. [from Low 
German flappholt ‘cask-stave’ | 

clapped out aj. (hyphenated when attrib.) Brit. slang 
worn out; exhausted. 

clapper n. the tongue or striker of a bell. olike the 
clappers Bru. slang very fast or hard. 

clapperboard 7. hinged boards that are struck 
together at the beginning of filming to synchronize 
the picture and sound machinery. 

elaptrap 7). insincere or pretentious talk, nonsense. 

claque /klak/ x. a group of people hired to ap- 
plaud in a theatre etc. [French] 

claret ex. 1 red wine, esp. from Bordeaux. 2 a deep 
purplish red. e adj. claret-coloured. [based on Latin 
clarus ‘clear’ | 

clarify v. (-ies, -ied) 1 & & intz make or become 
clearer. 2 / a free (liquid, butter, etc.) from impuri- 
ties. b make transparent. ¢ purify. [based on Latin 
clarus ‘clear’| 0 clarification n. clari- 
ficatory dd. clarifier n. 

clarinet 7. ® a woodwind 


instrument with a sinele- mouthpiece a 
reed mouthpiece, a cylin- | 
drical tube with a flared ae = 
end, holes, and _ keys. barrel joint 


Cc ORCHIES PRA, 
[from French clarinette “small 
clarion’] G clarinettist 7. 
(L’S clarinetist. 
clarion e 7). 1 a clear rous- 
ing sound. 2 hist. a shrill 
narrow-tubed war trum- 
pet. @ ad. clear and loud. 
{based on Latin clarus 
‘clear ’] 
clarity n. the state or qual- 
ity of being clear. [from 
Latin claritas| 
clash e 7. 1 aa loud jarrmg 
sound as of metal objects 
heme struck together. b a 
collision, esp. with force. 
2 aa conflict or chsagree- 
ment. b a ciscord of colours 
etc. @ 1 a mr make a 
clashing sound. b /; cause to 
clash. 2 utr comeide 
awkwardly. 3 iniz a come 
into conflict or be at vari- 


WOODWIND. 


head joint 


‘ 


keys for 
left hand 


middle joint 


keys for 
right hand 


cork 
sealing ring — 3 


ance. b (of colours) be tube - 
discordant. G clasher 7. 
clasp e 7. 1 aa device with Jlared end 
interlocking parts for => 
fastening b a buckle or 
CLARINET: 


brooch, ca metal fastening 
on a book cover. 2 a an 
embrace. b a grasp or hand- 
shake. 3a bar of silver on a medal-ribbon with the 
name of the hattle etc. at which the wearer was 
present. @ ¢, 1 fr fasten with or as with a clasp. 2 &: 


SOPRANO CLARINET 


classism 


a grasp, hold closely. b embrace, encircle. 3 itr. 
fasten a clasp. o clasp hands shake hands with 
fervour or affection. clasp one’s hands interlace 
one’s fingers. [Middle English] 0 clasper 7. 
clasp-knife n. a folding knife, usu. with a catch 
holding the blade when open. 
class @ 7. 1 any set of persons or things grouped 
together, or graded or differentiated from others esp. 
by quality ( fast class), 2 a a division or order of soci- 
ety (upper class). b a caste system, a system of social 
classes. 3 callog. distinction, high quality. 4 a a group 
of students taught together. b the occasion when 
they meet. ¢ their course of instruction. 5 L/S all the 
college or school students of the same standing or 
graduating in a given year (the class of 1990). 6 Brit. a 
division of candidates according to merit in an 
examination. 7 Biol. a grouping of organisms, the 
next major rank below a division or phylum. 
@ wir assign to a class or category. @ allrib.adj. collog. 
classy, stylish. 0 in a class of (or on) its (or one’s) 
own unequalled. [from Latin classis ‘assembly’] 
class-conscious adj. aware of and reacting to 
social divisions or one’s place in a system of social 
class. 0 class-consciousness 7. 
classic e adj. 1 a of the first class; of acknowledged 
excellence. b remarkably typical (@ classic case). 
2 a of ancient Greek and Latin literature, art, or 
culture. b (of style in art, music, etc.) simple, 
harmonious, well-proportioned (cf. romantic adj. 4). 
3 having literary or historic associations (classic 
ground). 4 (of clothes) made in a simple elegant style 
not much affected by changes in fashion. en. 1a 
classic writer, artist, work, or example. 2 a an 
ancient Greek or Latin writer. b (in p/.) ancient 
Greek and Laun literature and history. 3 a garment 
in classic style. [based on Latin ¢/asszs ‘class’] 
classical ad. 1 a of ancient Greek or Latin litera- 
ture, art, or culture. b (of language) having the 
forma used by the ancient standard authors (classical 
Latin; classwal Hebrew). ¢ based on the study of 
ancient Greek and Latin 
(a classical education), 
2 a (of music) serious 
or conventional; in- 
tended to be of per- 
manent rather than 
ephemeral value (cf. 
POPULAR MUSIC, Licht? 
ad. 5a). b of the 
peniod from ¢.1750- 
1800. 3 a » in or 
following the — re- 
stramed style of clas- 
sical antiquity (cf. 
ROMANTIC agp. 4). b (of 
a form or period of 
art ete.) represent- 
ing an exemplary 
standard. 4 Physics 
relating to the 
concepts which 
preceded relativity 
and quantum theory. 
a classically adv, 
classicism 7, | the following of a classic style. 2 clas- 
sical scholarship. 0 classicist 7. 


CLASSICAL SCULPTURE: 
The Three Graces (1813), 
ANTONIO CANOVA 


classicize 1. (also -ise) 1 ¢& make classic. 2 intr 
imitate a classical style. 

classified e ad. 1 arranged in classes or categories. 
2 (of information etc.) designated as officially 
secret. 3 Brit. (of a road) assigned to a category 
according to its importance. 4 (of advertisements) 
arranged in columns according to various cat- 

en. (in pl.) classified advertisements. 

classify «17, (-ies, -ied) 1 a arrange in classes or 
categories, b assign to a class or category. 2 desig- 
nate as officially secret or not for general disclosure. 
O classifiable adj. classification 7. classifi- 
catory ad. classifier 7, 

classism 7). discrimination on the grounds of social 
class. 0 classist ad. & n. 


egories 


classless 


classless adj. making or showing no distinction of 


classes (classless society’). O classlessness 1. 

class-list n. Bri/. a list of candidates in an examin- 
ation with the class achieved by each. 

classmate »n. a fellow member of a class, esp. at 
school. 

classroom 7. a room in which a class of stuclents is 
taught. 

class war ». conflict between social classes. 

classy adj. (classier, classiest) collog. superior, 
stylish. 0 classily ad. classiness 2. 

clatter e 7. 1 a rattling sound as of many hard 
objects struck together. 2 noisy talk. e « Ll mina 
make a clatter. b fall or move etc. with a clatter. 
2 tr, cause (plates ete.) to clatter. [Old English] 

clause 7. 1 Gram. a distinct part of a sentence, 
including a subject and predicate. 2 a single state- 
ment in a treaty, law, bill, or contract. [from Latin 
clausula “conclusion ] G clausal ad). 

claustrophobia ». an abnormal fear of confined 
places. [based on Latin claustrum “cloister | 

claustrophobic adj. 1 suffering from claustro- 
phobia, 2 inducing clauswophobia. 0 claustro- 
phobically ad. 

clavichord 7. a small keyboard instrument with a 
very soft tone. [from medieval Latin clavichordium| 

clavicle 7». » the collarbone. 
> skuunion. [from Latin clavwula lite 
key’, from its shape| 
oclavicular aq). 

clavier 7. us. 1 any 
keyboard instrument. 
2 its keyboard. 
[from medieval 
Latin clavianus. 
originally in 
sense “key- 
bearer | 


+. 


clarele 


clawe.. la <a 
pointed horny nail 
on an animal's 
or bird's foot. 
> skp. b <a 
foot — bearing 
these. 2 the 
puicer of a crab 
or other 
acean. 3 a device 
for grappling. holding. 
etc, @z. 1 & & intr scratch, maul, or pull (a person o1 
thme with claws. 2 # make one’s way, with difficulty 
by pulling oneself fas if) using claws. 3% & intr Se. 
seratch gently. 4 ih: Naul. beat to windward. 0 claw 
back Bn. 1 regain laboriously or gradually. 2 recoves 
qmoney paid out) from another source. [Old English} 
oclawed adj. also in cwmb.). clawless ad). 


\ phalanx 


claw clare 


CLAW: SKELELON OF 


5 crust- 
SNOWY OWLS CLAW 


claw hammer 7. a hammer with one side of the 
head forked for extracting nails. 

clay n. 1a suff sticky earth, used for making bricks. 
pottery, ceramics, ete, 2 poet. the substance of the 
human body, 3 un full clay pipe) a tobacco pipe 
made of clay. [Old English] 0 clayey adj. clayish 
adj, Claylike ad). 

claymore 7. 1 hist. a ¥ a Scottish two-edged 
broacsword. b a broadsword. often with a single 
edgc, having a hilt with a basketwork design. 2 a 

type of anti-personnel mine. [from Gaelic 

claidheamh mor “great sword | 


mouden eth 


= 
cross-auard we 
wheel-shaped “a fiw edged 


pommel 


——— Alad 


CLAYMORE: 
7 1U-GBENIURY 
emt elelh (Fay UT Fo. bY) Ey 2 Te 


CLAVICLE IN JHE HUMAN SKLLILEON 


clay pigeon 7. a breakable disc thrown up from a 
trap as a target for shooting. 
clean e adj. 1 free from dirt or contaminating matter, 
unsoiled. 2 clear: unused or unpolluted (clean azr; clean 
page). 3 {ree from indecency. 4 a attentive to cleanhi- 
ness. b toilct-trained or house-trained. 5 complete, 
clear-cut, unobstructed, even. 6 a (of a ship, aircraft, 
or car) sweamlned, smooth. b well-formed, slender 
and shapely iclean-limbed; the car has clean lines). 7 skilful 
(clean fielding. 8 (of a nuclear weapon) producing rela- 
uvely hte fallout. 9 a free from ceremonial defile- 
ment or from disease. b (of food) not prohibited. 
10 a free from any record of a crime, offence, etc. (a 
clean driving licence). 'b slang free from: suspicion. 
c observing the rules of a sport or game; fair (a clean 
fight). UL of a taste, smell, etc.) sharp, fresh, distinctive. 
@ adi. 1 completely, ouvight, simply clean bowled: clean 
forgot}, 2 in a clean manner. @ u.fx & (also foll. by of) 
intr. make or become clean. @ n. esp. Bri, the act or 
process of cleaning or being cleaned (give w a clean). 
O clean out 1 clean thoroughly. 2 slang empty or 
deprive. clean up 1 a clear (a mess) away. b (also 
absol.) put {things} tidy. ¢ make (oneself) clean. 
2 restore order or morality to. 3 sdang a acquire as gain 
or profit. b make a gain or profit. come clean collog. 
own up; confess everything. make a clean breast of 
see bkE.\S1. make a clean job of collog. do thoroughly. 
make a clean sweep of sce swrit'’. 
[Old English] o cleanable ad). 
cleanish a. cleanness 7. 
clean bill of health see wu. 0 
HLTH 2. 
clean break 7. a quick and final 
separation. 
clean-cut «dj. 1 sharply outlined. 
2 (of a person) clean and neat. 
cleaner 7. t a person employed to 
clean the interior of a building. 
2 (usu. in pl.) a commercial estab- 
lishment for cleaning clothes. 3 a 
device or substance for cleaning. 
0 take to the cleaners s/any 1 delraud or rob \a 
person) of all his or her money. 2 criticize severely. 
clean hands »,//. {recdom [rom guilt. 
clean-living ad. of upright character. 
cleanly’ /kleen-li/ adi. 1 in a clean way. 2 effi- 
ciently; without difficulty. 
cleanly® /klen-li/ adj. \cleanlier, cleanliest) habit- 
ually clean; with clean habits. o cleanliness 7. 
cleanse /klenz/ utr 1 usu. formal make clean. 2 purify 
from sin or guilt. [Old English] o cleanser 7. 
clean-shaven ai. without, whiskers, beard or 
moustache. 
clean sheet ». freedom from commitments or im- 
putations: the removal of these from one’s record. 
cleansing cream . cream for removing unwanted 
matter from the lace, hands, etc. 
cleansing department 7. Bri. a local service of 
refuse collection etc. 
clean slate 7. = c11..\s sti. 
clean-up /. an act of cleaning up. 
clear e adj. 1 free from dirt or contamination. 2 (ot 
weather, the sky, etc.) not dull. 3 a transparent. 
b lustrous, shining, 4 (of soup) transparent. 
5 a distinct, easily perceived by the senses. b unam- 
Iiguous, casily understood make oneself clear). © mani- 
fest; not confused or doubtful (dear evidence). 6 that 
discerns readily and accurately clea thinkines. 7 conti- 
dent. convinced. 8 (of a conscience; free from guilt. 
9 iol a road ete. unubstructed. 10 a net. without 
deduction ia dea £1,000), b complete three clear days. 
1 free, unhampered; unencumbered by debt, 
commitinents, ete. 12 toll. by of) not obswucted by. 
@ di. 1 clearly , speak loud and clear). 2 completely the got 
dear away. 3 apart. out of contact stand clear of the 
4 foll. by dn C8.all the way. e&. Vt, & int. make 
or become clear, 2 am free from prohibition or 
obstrucnon. bf, & int. make or become empty o1 
unobstructed. ¢ f% tree dancd: for cultivation or 
building by cutting down trees etc, df; cause 


dours 


cleft 


people to leave (a room etc.). 3 # show (a person) to be 

innocent (cleared them of complicity). 4 tr. approve (a 

person) for special duty, access to information, etc. 

5 m& pass over or by, safely or without touching. 

6 & make {an amount of money) as a net gain or to 

balance expenses. 7 ir pass (a cheque) through a clear- 

ing house. 8 # pass through (a customs office etc.). 

9 ty, remove (an obstruction, an unwanted object, etc.) 
(clear them out of the way). 10 int: disappear, gradually 
diminish (mist cleared by lunchtime, my cold has cleared up). 
o clear the air 1 make the air less sultry: 2 disperse 
an atmosphere of suspicion, tension, etc. clear away 
1 remove completely. 2 remove the remains of a meal 
from the table, clear the decks prepare for action. 
clear off 1 get rid of: 2 cullog. go away. clear out 
1 empty. 2 remove. 3 collog. go away. clear one’s 
throat cough slightly to make one’s voice clear. clear 
up 1 tidy up. 2 solve (a mystery etc.). 3 (of weather) 
become fine. clear the way 1 remove obstacles. 
2 stand asicle. in the clear free from suspicion or dif- 
ficulty. [from Laun ¢larus) a clearly adv. clearness 7. 

clearance 7. 1 a the removal of obstructions etc. 
b the removal of contents. 2 clear space allowed for 
the passing of two objects or two parts in machin- 
ery etc. 3 special authorization. 4 a the clearing of 
a person, ship, ete., by customs. b a certificate 
showing this. 5 the clearing of cheques. 

clearance sale n. a sale to get rid of superfluous 
stock. 

clear-cut e@ «dj. sharply defined; obvious. @ wir. 
(-cutting: pas! ancl past part. -eut) cut down and 
remove every tree from (an area). 

clearer 7. 1 a clearmg bank. 2 a person or thing 
that clears or clears away. 

clear-headed adj. thinking clearly; sensible. 

clearing 7. 1 in senses of citar vz. 2 an area in a 
forest cleared for cultivation. 

clearing bank 1. B7i/. a bank which is a member of 
a clearing house. e 

clearing house 7. 1 a bankers’ establishment 
where cheques and bills fron: member banks are 
exchanged, so that only the balances:need be paid 
in cash, 2 an agency for collecting and distributing 
mformation etc. ae 

clear-out 7. an act or period of clearing out: 
a removal of unwanted@#tems. 

clear-sighted «dj. seeing, thinking, or understand- 
ing clearly. 

clearstory US var. of ciuresiory. 

clear-up 7». 1 an act or period of clearmg up. 
2 (usu. attrb.) the solving of crimes (clear-up rates). 

clearway ». Bri/. a maim road (other than a motor- 
way) on which vehicles are not normally permitted 
to stop. 

clearwing 7. a day-flying moth with largely trans- 
parent wings, of the family Sesiidae. 

cleat 7. 1 a piece of metal, wood, etc., bolted on for 
fastening ropes to, or to strengthen woodwork etc. 
2 a projecting piece on a spar, gangway, boot, ete., 
to give footing or prevent a rope from slipping, 
3 a wedge. [Old Enelish| 

cleavage ». 1 the hollow between a woman’s 
breasts. 2 a division or splitting. 3 A the splitting of 
rocks, crystals, ¢te., ina preferred direction, 

cleave’ ?: | fas! clove or cleft or cleaved; pas! part. 
cloven or cleft or cleaved) /ierary 1 a ti: chop or 
break apart, split, esp. along the grain or the line of 
cleavage. b wt, come apart in this way. 2 @ make 
one’s way through (air or water). (Old English] 
oO cleavable ad). 

2 


cleave® «.inir. ( past cleaved) (foll. by fo) literary stick 
fast: adhere. [Old Enelish] 

cleaver 7. a tool for cleaving, esp. a heavy chopping 
tool used by butchers. 

clef ». Vu. any of several symbols placed at the be- 
ginning of a staff, indicating the pitch of the notes 
written on it. & soryion. [from Latin clavis “key’| 

cleft! adj. split, partly divided. 0 in a cleft stick 
Brit. ina difficult position. 


me 


cleft 


CLEAVAGE 


age, the crystals flake apart on one plane only, 


Rhombic breaks and block breaks cleave on 


three planes, but the latter does so at right angles. 


BLOCK BREAK 


TWO-WAY BREAK 


When crystals break, some have a tendency to 
split along well-defined cleavage lines — planes of 
weakness between layers of atoms. In flaky cleav- 


whereas a two-way break lies in two directions. 


TYPES OF CLEAVAGE 


FLAKY CLEAVAGE 


RHOMBIC BREAK 


cleft? n. a split or fissure; a space or division made 
by cleaving. [Old English] 

cleft lip x. a congenital split in the upper lip. 

cleft palate n. a congenital split in the roof of the 
mouth. 

clematis 7. » a usu. climbing 
plant of the genus Clematis 
(buttercup family), bear- 
ing white, pink, or purple 
flowers. > TRAVELLER'S Joy. 
[from Greek klémats| 

clement ad. 1 mild 
(clement weather), 
2 merciful. [from 
Latin clemens —_-entts| 
oclemency 7. 


clementine 7. a small tanger- 
me-like citrus fruit. > cirrus 
erurt. [from French clémentine| 
clench e vw! 1 close (the CLEMATIS 
teeth or fingers) tightly. (Clematis ‘Carnaby’) 
2 grasp firmby. 3 = cLINcH 
v. 4. @ 2. 1 a clenching action. 2 a clenched state. 
[Old English, related to cunc| 
clerestory /kleer-stor-i/ 
ee n. (US also clearstory) 


(pl. -tes) <4 an upper row 
of windows in a cathedral 
or large church, above the 


level of the aisle roofs. 
‘ > rcane. [Middle English] 
aisle clergy 7. (fi. -1es) (usu. 
roof 


treated as pil.) 1 the hody 
of all persons ordained 
for religious duties in the 
Christian Churches. 2 a 
number of such persons 
(ten clergy present). 
[based on ecclesiastical 
Latin clericus ‘cleric’ 
clergyman nl. (pl. 
-men) a member of the 
clergy, esp. Brit. of the 
Church of England. 


were 


CLERESTORY 
OF A GOTHIG 
CATHEDRAL 


cleric 7. a member of the clergy. [based on Greck 
kléros ‘lot, heritage’ (Acts 1:26)| 

clerical ad. 1 of the clergy or clergymen. 2 of or 
done by a clerk or clerks, 0 clericalism 7. cler- 
icalist ». clerically adv. 

clerical collar 7. a stiff upright white collar fasten- 
ing at the back, as worn hy the clergy in some 
Churches. 

clerical error 7. an error made in copying or writ- 
ing out. 

clerihew 71. a short comic or nonsensical verse, usu. 
in two rhyming couplets with lines of unequal 
length and referring to a famous person. [named 
after E. Glerthew Bentley, English writer, 1875 1956, 
its inventor] 

clerk /klark/ @ n. 1 a person employed in an office, 


bank, shop, etc., to keep records etc. 2 a secretary, | 
agent, or record-keeper of a local council, court, 
etc. 3a lay officer of a church, college chapel, etc. 
@ wnir. work as a clerk. [from ecclesiastical Latin 
clercus ‘cleric |] O clerkess n. Sc. clerkish adj. 
clerkly adj. clerkship ». 
clerk in holy orders 7. formal a clergyman. 
clerk of the course 1, the judges secretary 
etc. in horse or motor racing. 
clerk of the works 7. (also clerk of 
works) Bri. an overseer of building works etc. 
clever adj. (cleverer, cleverest) 1 a skilful, 
talented; quick to understand and learn. 
b vollog. sensible, wise. 2 adroit, dexterous. 
3 (of the doer or the thing done) ingenious, 
cunning. [Middle English in sense ‘adroit’| 
Oo cleverly adi. cleverness n. 
clever Dick n. esp. Brit. collog. a person who is or 
purports to be smart or knowing. 
clew 7. 1 Vaul. a» a lower or after corner of a sail. 
b a set of small cords sus- 
pencing a hammock. 2 archaic 
a ball of thread or yarn. 
, [Old English] 
cliché /klee-shay/ 7. {also 
cliche) 1 a_ hackneyed 
phrase or opinion. 2 Brit. a 
metal casting of a stereotype 
or electrotype. [French, liter- 


> , Stew 


ally ‘stereotyped | boom 4 

PLAS ons ‘lew / top block 
clichéd adj. (also. cliché’d, Be tO) Os 
“ cliched) hackneyed; full of CLEW OF A 


clichés, 
click e@ 7. 1 a slight sharp 
sound. 2 a speech sound in some languages, 
produced as a type of plosive by sudden with- 
drawal of the tongue from the soft palate. 3 a catch 
in machinery acting with a sheht sharp sound. e ~. 
1 a int. make a click. b # cause (one’s tongue, heels. 
ete.) to click. 2 inf, collog. a become clear or under- 
standable. b be successful, secure one’s object. 
ce (foll. by zevth) become friendly. 3 int & tr (often 
loll. by on) Computing press (one of the buttons on 
a mouse); select (an item represented on the screen, 
a function, etc.) by so dome. Oo clicker », 
click beetle 7. a bectle of the family Elateridac, 
springing up with a click if turned on its back. 
client ». 1 a person using the services of a lawyer, 
architect, worker, or other professional 
person. 2 a customer. [from Latin cliens entis| 
clientship 7, 


DINGHY SAIL 


social 


| clientele /klee-on-tel/ n. 1 clients collectively. 

2 customers. 3 the patrons of a theatre etc. [from 
Latin ¢lentela ‘clientship | 

client-server «afinb. adj. relaung to a computer 
system in which a central server provides data to a 
number of uctworked outstations. 

cliff 7. a steep rock face. esp. Bri. at the edge of the 
sea. [Old English] 0 clifflike adj. cliffy ad). 


cliffhanger 7. a story etc. with a strong element ol 


clinical medicine 


susnense; a suspenseful ending to an episode of a 
serial. 0 cliffhanging ad). 
climacteric 7. 1 Med. the penod of life when [ertllity 
and sexual activity are in decline. 2 a supposed critical 
period in life, [based on Greek klimax -akos ‘ladder’ 
climactic ad. of or forming a climax. 0 climac- 
tically adv. 
climate n. 1 the prevailing weather conditions of 
an area. 2 a region with particular weather condi- 
tions. 3 the prevailing trend of opinion. [from 
Greek klima klimat- ‘zone’} 0 climatic adj. climat- 
ical adj. climatically adv. 
clinatology 7. the scientific study of climate. 
c climatological ad. climatologist 7. 
climax e 7. 1 the event or point of greatest mtensity 
or interest; a culmination. 2 a sexual orgasm. 
3 Ecol. a state of equilibrium reached by a plant 
community, @ v.f; G mir. collog. bring or come to a 
climax. [from Greek klimax ‘ladder, climax’ } 
climb e @ 1 & & iniz ascend, go or come up. 
2 intr. (of a plant) grow up a wall, trellis, etc. by 
clinging or twining. 3 mér: move along by grasping 
or clinging; clamber (climbed across the ditch; climbed 
into bed). 4 int. make progress in social rank, intel- 
lectual or moral strength, etc. 5 intr (of an aircraft, 
the Sun, etc.) go upwards. 6 intr slope upwards. 
@ 7. 1 an ascent by climbing. 2 aa place climbed or 
to be climbed. b a recognized route up a mountain 
etc. 0 climb down 1 descend with the help of 
one’s hands. 2 withdraw from a position taken up 
in argument, negotiation, etc. [Old English| 
o climbable aq). 
climbdown 7. a withdrawal from a position taken 
up in argument, negotiation, etc. 
climber 7. 1 a mountaincer. 2 a climbing plant. 
3 a person with strong social etc. aspirations. 
climbing frame 7. 47i/. a structure of joined bars 
etc. for children to climb on. 
clime 2. lilerary 1 a region. 2 a climate. [related to 
CLIMAIL] 
clinch e ». 1 / confirm or settle (an argument, 
bargain, etc.) conclusively. 2 intr Boxing & 
Wiestling (of participants) become too closely 
engaged. 3 intr, collog. embrace. 4 tx secure (a 
nail or rivet) by driving the point sideways when 
through. @e 7. 1 a a clinching action. b a 
clinched state. 2 collog. an embrace. 3 Boxing & 
Wrestling an action or state in which 
participants become too closely 
engaged. [16th-century variant of 
CLENCH| 
clincher 71. collog. a remark or argument 
that setdes a matter conclusively. 
clincher-built var. of Gungrr-nuir. 
cline ». 1 Biol. a graced sequence of differences 
within a species etc, 2 a continuum with an infinite 
number of gradations. [based on Greek klinein ‘to 
slope’| o clinal ad). 
cling v./nir. (past and pas! part. clung) 1 (foll. by ‘0) 
adhere, stick, or hold on. 2 (foll. by t) remain 
persistently or stubbornly faithful. 3 maintain one’s 
grasp; keep hold; resist separation. [Old English] 
O clinger 7. 
cling film 7. Bri, a very thin clinging transparent 
plastic film, used as a covering esp. for food. 
clingy adj. (clingier, clingiest) liable to cling. 
clinginess 71. 


clinic 7. 1 a private or specialized hospital. 2 a place 
or occasion for giving specialist medical treatment 
or advice (eye clinic; fertility clinic), 3 a gathering at a 
hospital beclside for the teaching of medicine or 
surgery. [from Greek Adlimiké (tekhné), literally 
‘bedside (art)'| o clinician 7. 

clinical ai. 1 Med. of or for the treatment of patients. 
2 dispassionate, coldly detached. 3 (of a room, build- 
ing, etc.) bare, functional. 0 clinically adr. 

clinical death v. death judged by observation of a 
person's condition, 

clinical medicine 7. mechcine dealing with the 
observation and treatment of patients. 


G 


clinical thermometer 


clinical thermometer 7, a thermometer with a 
small range, for taking a person’s temperature. 

clink! e 7, a sharp ringing sound. @ z 1 int: make a 
clink. 2 f cause (glasses etc.) to chnk, [Middle English] 

clink? n. s/ang prison. [1 6th-century comage] 

clinker 7. I a mass of slag or lava. 2 a stony residue 
from burnt coal, [based on Dutch Alinken ‘to clink’| 

clinker-built ad. (also clincher-built) W (of a 
boat) having external planks overlapping down- 
wards and secured with clinched copper nails. 
[based on northern English clink ‘to rivet’) 


overlapping planks 


rope fender 


CLINKER-BUILT DINGHY 


clip'e n. 1 a device for holding things together or 
for attachment to an object as a marker, 2 a piece 
of jewellery fastened by a clip. 3a set of attached 
cartridges for a firearm, @ v/7 (chipped, clipping 
fix with a chp. [Old English c/ppan ‘to embrace’| 
clip? e 2/7: clipped, clipping 1 cut with shears or 
scissors, esp. cut short or trim (hair, wool, etc.). 
2 trim or remove the hair or wool of (a person o1 
animal). 3 coflog. hit smartly. 4 curtail, diminish, cut 
short. 5 Brit. remove a small piece of (a ticket) to 
show that it has been used. @ 7. Lan act of clipping. 
2 collog. a smart blow, esp. with the hand. 3 a short 
sequence from a motion picture. [from Old Norse 
Ahippa| a clippable ad). 

clip art 7. pre-drawn pictures and symbols provided 
with word-processing software and drawing 
packages. 

clipboard ». a sinall board with a spring clip for hold- 
ing papers ete. and providing support for writing, 

clip joint 7. s/ang a nightclub etc. charging exorbi- 
tant prices. 

clip-on adj. attached by a clip. 

clipper 7. 1 (usu. in //.) any of various instruments 
for clipping hair. fingernails, hedges, etc. 2 a fast 
sailing ship, esp. one with raking bows and masts. 

clipping 7. a piece clipped or cut from something, 
esp. from a newspaper. 

clique /kleek/ 7. a small exclusive group of people, 
[French] 6 cliquey ad. (cliquier, cliquiest.. 
cliquish «dj. cliquishness 1. 

clitoris 7. a small erectile part of the female geni- 
tals at the anterior end of the vulva. & kueRopt C61 
orc rns. [fron Greek A/eitoris| 0 clitoral ad). 

cloaca /kloh-ay-ka/ n. ,p/. cloacae /-sec/) 1 the 
eenital and excretory cavity at the end of the 
intestinal canal in birds, reptiles, ete. & mir. 2 a 
sewer, [Latin. literally *sewer'] 0 cloacal ac). 

cloak e 7. an outdoor overgarment, usu. sleeveless, 
hanging loosely from the shoulders. @ #f. 1 covei 
with a cloak. 2 conceal, disguise. [based on 
medieval Latin clacea bell, from its shape] 

cloak-and-dagger «ad. involving intrigue and espi- 
onage. 

cloakroom 7). 1 a room where outdoor clothes 
luggage ney be left. 2 Bri/. euphem. a lavatory 

clobber! 7. Bri. slang clothing or personal belong 
ings. {1 9th-century coinage | 

clobber? «/y slang 1 hi 
repeatedly; beat up. 2 defeat. 
3 enticize severely. [20th- 
century comage| 

cloche /klosh/ n. 1 <a 
small translicent cover for 
outdoor plants. 2 in full 


CLOCHE: JNDIVEDI A 
CEN TN CONST ESSE 


amare | 


CLOCK 
a falling weight and a swinging spindle, they 


the introduction of the mainspring, followed 


EXAMPLES OF CLOCKS 


NII RTC 1 Godin. 


casio neta tf 


HIGIVAL NUARN CLOCK 


WATER CLOCK 


cloche hat) a woman's close-fitting bell-shaped 
hat. [from medieval Latin clocca ‘bell’ | 

clock e 1. 1 A an instrument for measuring time, inci- 
cating hours, minutes, etc., by hands on a dial or by 
clisplayed figures. 2 cullog. a speedometer, taximeter, or 
stopwatch. @ 7/1 collog. a (often foll. by up) attain or 
register {a statecl ume, distance, or speed, esp. in a 
race). b time (a race) with a stopwatch. 2 Brit. slang hit, 
esp. on the head. oO clock im (or on) register one’s 
arrival at work, esp. by means of an automatic record- 
ing clock. clock off (or out) register one’s departure 
similarly: round the clock all clay and (usu.) might. 
{from medieval Latin clocca “bell | 

clockmaker 7. a person who makes and repairs 
clocks and watches. a clockmaking 7. 

clock radio vn. a combined radio and alarm clock. 

clock tower n. a tower displaying a large clock. 

clockwise adj. G adv. in a curve corresponding in 
direction to the movement of the hancls of a clock. 

clockwork 7. 1 » the 
mechanism or works of 
a clock. 2 a mechanisin 
like that of a mechanical 
clock, with a spring and 
gears. 3 ialirth) a driven 
hy clockwork. b regular, 
mechanical. o ike clock- 
work smoothly, regularly, 
automatically. 


Gear wheel ' 


vane 


drive wheel 
clod ». 1a lump of earth, for hand, 
clay, etc, 2 rollog. a silly or 
foolish person. [Muauddle 


English, variant of e101] 


hour hand 


minute hand 


cloddish adj. loutish. CLOCKWORK: 
foolish. clumsy MILCH ANISM OF \ 
clodhopper on. col/luy. PENDULUM GLOCK 
1 vusu. in pi, a large 
heavy shoe. 2 — crop 2. 


clodhopping «7. ¢o//oy. foolish, clumsy. 

clog @ 7. a with a thick wooden sole. 
e:. ‘clogged, clogging 1 (often loll. by up) ah. fill 
or obstruct, esp. by accumulation of glutinous o1 


shoe 


Mechanical clocks were invented in the 13th century. Worked by 
corrected with a sundial. Greater accuracy was first achieved with 


and then the spiral balance wheel. Electricity and atomic power 
have since revolutionized the accuracy of timekeeping. 


had frequently to be 


by the pendulum, 


MECHANICAL 
ALARM CLOCK 


GRANDFATHER CLOCK 


choking matter. b mfr fill or become obstructed. 
2 i, impede, hamper. [Middle English] 
cloister @ 7. a covered walk, esp. around a quad- 
rangle in a monastery ‘etc. & MONASTERY. @ Zér 
seclude or shut up, usu. in a convent ‘or monastery. 
[from Latin claustrum, clostrum lock. enclosed place’} 
o cloistral ad. . 
cloistered ad). 1 secluded, sheltered. 2 monastic. 
clomp var. of ciump uv 28 
clone e». 1 aa group of cells or organisms produced 
asexually from one stock or ancestor. b one such cell 
or organism. 2 a person or thing regarded as identical 
with another. @ z./; propagate as a clone, [from Greek 
Alon ‘twig, slip’) a clonal ad. 
clonk e 7. an abrupt heavy sound of impact. 
@ 1 ni make such a sound. 2 ¢r collog. hit. 
clop e 7. the sound made by a horse’s hoofs. 
e@ vir. (clopped, clopping) make this sound. 
close! /klohss/ @ adj. 1 :often foll. by to) situated at 
only a short cistance or interval. 
2 having a strong, immediate, 
or intimate relation — or 
connection (close friend: close 
relative, 3 in or almost in 
contact (close combat: close 
proximity). 4 dense, com- 
pact, with no or only 
slight intervals — (close 
lexture, close formation). 
5 in which competi- 
tors are almost equal 
(close 


chert 


close 
election. 6 concen- 
pendulum trated, searching 
close examination: 
r > B ; clove attention. 7 vot 
’ . air ctc.) stuffy or 
humid. 8 limited 

or restricted to certain persons ete. (close corporation). 
9 a hulden, secret, covered. b seerctive. 10 tof a 
danger etc.) directly threatening, narrowly avoided 
(thal was clove). @ adv. (often toll. by by. te) at only a 
short distance or interval (/hey hve close by; close to the 


contest: 


WERE 


aa ae 


close 


church). @ n. 1 Brit. a strect closed at one end. 
2 Bn. the precinct of a cathedral. 5 close on Brii, 
nearly, very near to (2t took close on three hours). close 
to the wind see winn'. [from Latin clausus ‘shut’ | 
a closely adv, closeness n. closish adj. 

close? /klohz/ ev 1 a ¢ shut (a lid, box, door, 
room, house, etc.). b ini. be shut (the door closed 
slowly). ¢ tr block up. 2 a & G intr. bring or come to 
an end. b mz. finish speaking (closed with an expression 
of thanks). ¢ tr. settle (a bargain etc.). 3 a mir, end the 
day’s business. b # end the day’s business at (a shop, 
office, etc.). 4 i G intr. bring or come closer or into 
contact (close ranks). 5 t. make {an electric circuit 
etc.) continuous. 6 iér (often foll. by wth) come 
within striking distance; grapple. @ 7. a conclusion, 
an end. 0 close down I discontinue (or cause to 
discontinue) business, esp, permanently. 2 Brit. (of a 
broadcasting station) end transmission, esp. until 
the next day. close in 1 enclose. 2 come nearer, 
3 (of days) get successively shorter close up 
I (often foll. by #0) move closer. 2 shut, esp. temporar- 
ily. 3 block up. 4 (of an aperture) grow smaller. [from 
Latin claudere ‘to shut’| 0 closable adj. closer n. 

close-cropped adj. cut very short. 

closed adj. 1 in senses of ctose?. 2 (of a society, 
system, etc.) self-contamed; not communicating 
with others. 

closed book 7. a subject about which one is ig- 
norant. 

closed-circuit altrib.ad.. (of television) transmitted 
by wires to a restricted set of receivers. 

closed season... Amer. var. of CLOsE SEASON. 

closed shop 7. a place of work etc. where all 
employees must belong to an agreed trade union. 

close-fisted ad. niggardly. 

close-fitting adj. (of a garment) fitting close to the 
body. 

close-grained adj. without gaps between fibres etc. 

close harmony ». harmony in which the notes of 
the chord are close together, esp. in vocal music. 

close-in aitrib.adj. 1 close-range. 2 close to the 
centre. 2 

close-knit adj, ughtly bound or interlocked; closely 
united in friendship. 

close quarters 7.//. (usu. in phr. at or from close 
quarters) a very short distance. 

close-range aitvib.adj. 1 at or from a short distance. 
2 (of a weapon) designed to be fired over a short 
distance. 

close-run alfrib.adj. (of a race, election, etc.) closely 
contested; almost even in outcome. 

close season 7. (\. Ame closed season) the 
season when somethiiig, esp. the killing of game 
etc., 1s legal. 

close-set adj. set close together. 

close shave 2. collog. a narrow escape. 

closet e 7. 1 a small or private room. 2 a cupboard 
or recess. 3 Bnt. = warer chose. & (attrib) secret, 
covert (closet homosexual). @ vt, (closeted, closet- 
ing) shut away, esp. in private conference or study. 
{from Old French] 

close-up e 7. a photograph etc. taken at close 
range. @ altrib.adj. at close range. 

closure 7. 1 the act or process of closing. 2 a 
closed condition. 3 something that closes 01 
seals, e.g. a cap or te. & esp. 


Bri. a procedure for ending a blood clot 
debate and taking a vote. 

clot e 7. 1 » a thick mass of 
coagulated liquid, esp. of 

blood. 2 Brit. collog. a silly or flood clot 
foolish person. @ v.ér & intr. 

(clotted, clotting) form into ane 
clots. [Old English] hlood 
cloth ». (f/. cloths) 1 woven or flow 


felted material. 2 a piece of 
this, esp. for a _ particular 
purpose; a tablecloth, dish- 
cloth. etc. 3 woven fabric used 


CLOT: BLOOD CLOTS 
IN A HUALAN VEIN 


cloven hoof 


CLOUD 


With the advent of aviation in the early 
20th century, clouds were classified into ten 
main types, according to height and appear- 
ance. High-altutude clouds are wispy and 
thin, and composed of tiny ice crystals, with 
their bases 5 -12 km (16,000— 39,000 ft) 


cirrostratus 


CITTUS 


cirrocumulus 
aeroplane contrail 
altostratus 


cumulonimbus 


altocumulus 
stratocumulus 


cumulus 


nimbostratus 


stratus 


CEO UD PES 


above ground. Sheet- or lump-like, mid- 
level clouds, at 2-5 km (7,000- 16,000 ft), 
presage rain or snow. Low-lying clouds, 
below 2 km (7,000 ft), are heap-like, or form 
sheets. Cloud bases can, however, be affected 
by location, season, or tume of day. 


high-altitude 
clouds 


|__ mad-level 
clouds 


low-lying 
clouds 


for clothes. 4 (prec. by the) the clergy. [Old English] 

cloth-cap, adj. Bri. relating to or associated with the 
working class. 

clothe wir (past and past part. clothed or archaic or 
literary clad) 1 put clothes on; provide with clothes 
(see also cLap'). 2 cover as with clothes or a cloth. 
[Old English] 

cloth-eared adj. Brit. collog. somewhat deaf. 

clothes 7.p/. 1 garments worn to cover the body and 
limbs. 2 bedelothes. [Old English, plural of cLor] 

clothes horse 2. a frame for airing washed clothes. 

clothes line 7. a rope or wire etc. on which washed 
clothes are hung to dry. 


- clothes-moth see worn 2. 


clothes-peg 7. Bri. a clip or forked device for 
securing clothes to a clothes line. 
clothier /kloh-//i-er/ n. a seller of men’s clothes. 
clothing 7. clothes collectively. 
cloth of gold 7. (also cloth of silver) tissue of 
gold (or silver) threads interwoven with silk or wool. 
clotted cream 7. esp. Bri. thick cream obtained by 
slow scalding. 
cloud e 7. 1 A a visible mass of condensed watery 
vapour floating high above the ground, 2 a mass of 
smoke or dust. 3 (foll. by of) a great number of 
flying insects ete., moving together. 4 a state of 
loom, trouble, or suspicion, @ v 1 f& cover or 
darken with clouds or gloom or trouble. 2 intr. 
restricted (Often foll. by over, up) become 
blood flaw Overcast or gloomy. 3 t, make 
unclear. oO in the clouds 
1 unreal, imaginary, mystical. 
2 abstracted, mattentive. under 
a cloud out of favour, discred- 
ited, under suspicion, with 
one’s head in the clouds 
daydreaming, unrealistic. [Old 
Enelish ¢ldéd ‘mass of rock or 
earth] o cloudless ad. cloud- 
lessly adv. cloudlet 1. 


fey 
Ss 


blood clot 


blood clot 


cloud base »). the mass of cloud 
that is lowest in alutude. 


cloudburst 7. a sudden violent rainstorm. 

cloud-castle n. Bri. a daydream. 

cloud chamber 7. a device containing vapour for 
tracking the paths of charged particles, X-rays, and 
gamma rays. 

cloud cover 7. 1 a canopy of clouds. 2 the extent of 
this canopy. 

cloud-cuckoo-land 7. a fanciful or ideal place. 
[translation of Greek Nephelokokkugia (in Aristoph- 
anes’ Bards)| 

cloudy aaj. (cloudier. cloudiest) 1 a (of the sky) 
covered with clouds, overcast. b (of weather) char- 
acterized by clouds, 2 not transparent; unclear. 
0 cloudily adv. cloudiness 7. 

clout e 7. 1 a heavy blow. 2 collog. influence, power 
of effective action, esp. in pohtics or business. 3 dial. 
a piece of cloth or clothing (cas? not a clout). 4 a nail 
with a large flat head. @ v.tr hit hard. [Old English] 

clove’ n. 1 a a dricd flower bud of a tropical plant, 
Eugenia aromatica, used as a spice. > srice.. b this plant. 
2 (in full clove gillyflower or clove pink) a 
clove-scented pink, Dianthus caryophyllus, the ances- 
tor of the carnation and other double pinks. [from 
Old French ¢lou (de girofle) ‘nail (of gillyflower)’, from 
the nail-like shape of the dried bud] 

clove® n. any of the small bulbs making up a 
compound bulb of garlic, shallot, ete. [Old 
Enelish| 

clove? pas! of crac’, 

clove hitch 7. » a knot by which 
a rope is secured to a spar or 
another rope that it 
crosses at right angles. 
> «nor. [from obsolete 
form of cLoveN] 

cloven adj. split, partly divided. 

cloven hoof 7. (also cloven 
foot) the divided hoof of ru- 
minant quadrupeds (e.g oxen, 
sheep, goats); also ascribed to 
the Devil. cloven-footed ad). 
cloven-hoofed adj. 


CLOVE 
HITCH 


}) oat 


clover 


clover 1. any leguminous fodder plant of the genus 
Trifolium, having leaves each consisting of usu. 
three leaflets. 0 in clover in ease and luxury, [Old 
English] 

clown e@ 7. 1 a comic entertainer, esp. in a 
pantomime or circus, usu. with traditional costume 
and make-up. 2 a silly, foolish, or playful person. 
@ vinir. joften foll. by about, around) act foolishly or 
playfully. [16th-century coinage} 0 clownish ad. 
clownishly adv. clownishness 2». 

cloy «/7 ‘usu. foll. by with) satiate or sicken with an 
excess of sweetness, richness, etc. [from Old French 
encloyer| 0 cloyingly adz. 

club e 7. 1 a heavy stick with a thick end, used as a 
weapon etc. 2 a stick used in a game, esp. a stick 
with a head used in golf. 3 a a playing card of a suit 
denoted by a black trefoil. b (in p/.) this suit, 4 an 
association of persons meeting periodically for a 
shared activity (tennis club). 5 an organization or 
preniises offermg members social amenities, meals 
and temporary residence, etc. 6 a commercial 
organization offermeg subscribers special deals (bo0h 
club). @ v. (clubbed, clubbing; 1 ¢: beat with or as 
with a club. 2 int: (foll. by together) combine with 
others, esp. to make up a sum of money for a 
purpose. 0 in the club Bri. s/ang pregnant. [from 
Old Norse Alumba] 0 clubber 7. 

clubbable ad). sociable; fit for membership of a 
club. 5 clubbability 7. 

clubby «ij. .clubbier, clubbiest) csp. (\S sociable; 
friendly. 

club class 7. Bri. a class of fare on aircrali etc, 
designed for the business traveller. 

club foot 1. a congenitally deformed foot. 0 club- 
footed «ij. 

clubhouse ». the premises used by a club. 

clubmate 1. a fellow member of a sports club. 

clubmoss 7). <4 a usu. 


the family Lycopodi- 
aceae, bearing upright 
spikes of spore cases. 


clubroot #). «a disease of cabbages 
etc. with swelling at the base of the 
stem, 

club sandwich ». 1 sanchwich with 


two layers of meat and salad 
bernveen three slices of toast or 
breacl. 

cluck e 7. a guttural cry like 


that of a hen. @ 72h. emit a 

cluck or clucks. 

clue ev. 1 a fact or idea that 
serves as a guide, or suggests a 
line of enquiry, ina problem or 
wvestigation, 2 a 
evidence etc. in the detection 
of a crime. 3a verbal fornia 
serving asa hint as to what is to 
be inserted ina crossword. @ @/7. 
clues, clued, cluing or clue- 
ing) provide a clue to. a clue in tor Brit, up slang 
inform, not have a clue :o/log. be ignorant or ncom- 
petent. [variant of C11] 

clued-up «dj. Bri!. well informed, intelligent. 

clueless ad). collog. enorant, stupid. O cluelessly 
ad:. Cluelessness 1. 


CLUBMOSS 
Lycopodium species 


clump e 7\foll. by of, a cluster of plants, esp. trees 
or shrubs. @ 7. La i, form a clump. b / heap or 
plant together. 2 inh. (also clomp: walk with heavy 
tread. 3 fr collog. hit. [from Middle Dutch Alonpe| 
oclumpy «d). iclumpier. clumpiest), 

clumsy «. \clumsier, clumsiest) 1 awkward in 
movement or shape: ungainly. 2 dithewlt to handle 
or use. 3 tactless. [from obsolete cianse “numb with 
cold] a clumsily ad:. clumsiness 1. 

clung fas! and past part. of Cling 

clunk e 7. dull sound as of thick pieces of metal 
mecting, @ 27. Make such a sound, 

clunky «d/). .clunkier, clunkiest) o//oj. V making 


a clunking sound. 2 \ ten awkward. clumsy 


160 


small creeping plant of 


piece of! 


cluster e 7. a close group or bunch of similar things 
growing or occurring together. @ v. 1 @: bring into a 
cluster or clusters. 2 iz, be or come into a cluster 
or clusters. 3 iniz. (foll. by round, around) gather. [Old 
English| : 

cluster bomb 2. an anti-personnel bomb spraying 
pellets on impact. 

clutch' e ». 1 ff seize eagerly; grasp tightly. 
2 intr: (fol. by at) try, esp. desper- 
ately, to seize or grasp. 
en. laa tight grasp. b loll. 
by at) an act of grasping. 
2 (in fi.) grasping hands, esp. 
as representing a cruel or 
relentless grasp or control. 
3 apm (in a motor vehicle) a 
device for connecting and 
disconnecting the engine 
and the transmission. b the 
pedal operating this. > Grak- 
wor. [Old English cyccan “to 
crook, clench’] 

clutch? 7. 1 a set of eggs for 
hatching, 2 a brood of chick- 
ens. []8th-century coinage| 

clutch bag 7. a slim flat hancl- 
bag without handles. 

clutter e 7. 1 a crowded and 
unudy collecuon of things. 2 an 
untidy state. @ viz (often foll. by up, with) crowd 
untidily, fill with clutter. [associated with ciusiir, 
craritr, and clotter ‘to coagulate’] 


Sibre plat 
outer clutch 
drum 
straight-cul 
primary-drive 
gear 
pressure plate 


springs 


metal plate 


Cm 3ynb. Chem. the element curium. 

em abby centimetres). 

Cmdr. ahh): 

Cmdre. ah). Commodore. 

CMG aby. (in the UK) Companion (of the Order) 
of St Michael and St George. 

CND abbr jin the UR, Campaign for Nuclear 


Disarmament. 


Commander. 


cnidarian 7. ¥ an aquatic invertebrate animal of 


the phylum Cnidaria (formerly called Coclenter- 
ata,, typically having a simple tube-shaped or cup- 


= 
CNIDARIAN 
Cnicarians have two chflerent nag 
hody forms. A polyp, such as ostium 
asea ancmone, has a tube- sphincter . 
shaped body, attached at one mule 
end to a solid object. Medusas, ey 

: mesenteri 


such as the jellyfish, move by 


: ‘ filament 
contracting their cup-shaped 


bodies. Both feed by using sting- incompleti 
1 i a PSONLET)! 
ing tentacles to draw food into — ene 
a gastrovascular cavity. gonad . 


INTERNAL AN ATOATY OF A SEA ANEMONT 


EXAMPLES OF CNIDARIANS 


CHONENIOUN. (HOIEASELS EY 
biel aurilas 


CLUTCH: MUULIIPLATE CLUTCH 
OF A MOTORCYCLE ENGINE 


SLD NUNN ONL, 


(Condylachs species) 


coagulant 


shaped body, and including jellyfish, corals, and sea 
anemones. [based on Greek Anzdé ‘nettle’} 
CNN abbr Cable News Network. 
CO abbr. 1 Commanding Officer. 2 conscientious 
objector. y 
Co symb. Chem. the element cobalt. 
Co. abbr. 1 company. 2 county. and Co. collog. and 
the rest of them; and similar things. 
coe prefix 1 added to: a nouns, 
with the sense ‘joint, mu- 
tual, common’ (co-author; 
co-equality). b adjectives 
and adverbs, with the 
sense ‘jointly, mutually’ 
(co-equal, co-equally). © verbs, 
with the sense ‘together with 
another or others’ (cooperate; co- 
author). 2 Math. of the comple- 
ment of an angle (cosine). 
c/o abbr. care of. 
coach e 7. 1 esp. Brit. a single- 
decker bus, usu. comfortably 
equipped for longer journeys. 2 a 
railway carriage. > Locomotive. 3 a 
horse-drawn carriage, usu. closed. 
4 a an instructor or trainer in sport. 
b a private tutor. 5 W. Amer. econ- 
omy class seating im an aircraft. @ v./7 
train or teach (a pupil, sports team, etc.) 
as a coach. [from Hungarian kocs?] 
coach-built «aj. Bril. (of motor car bodies) individ- 
ually built by craftsmen. 0 coachbuilder 7. 
coach house ». an outhouse for carriages. 
coachman n. (fi. -men) the driver of a horse- 
drawn carriage. 
coach station /. a stopping place for a number of 
coaches, usu. with buildings and amenitics. 
coachwork 1. the hodywork of a road or rail ve- 
hicle. 5, 
coadjutor 7. an assistant, esp. an assistant bishop. 
[Late Latin} 
coagulant /koh-ag-yuu-lant/ n. a substance that 
produces coagulation. 


key locks 
Sibre plate to 


outer drum 


tentacles 


siphonoglyph 


collar 
pharyna 


complete 
mesentery 


refractor 
muscle 


gastrovascular 
cavity 


basal disc 


ORANGES EAGAN) CORAL 


(Gorgonia specics) 


ae 


coagulate 


coagulate /koh-ag-yuu-layt/ vt, & intr. 1 change 
from a fluid to a solid or semi-solid state. 2 clot, 
curdle. [based on Latin coagulum ‘rennet’] a coagu- 
lable ad. coagulative ad, coagulator n. 

coagulation /koh-ag-yuu-lay-sh6n/ n. the process 
by which a liquid changes to a semi-solid mass. 

coale 7. 1 ay a hard black rock, mainly carbonized 
plant matter, used as a fuel and in the manufacture 
of gas, tar, etc. > sepimenr. b Brit. a piece of this for 
burning. 2 a red-hot piece of coal, wood, etc. ina 
fire. @ v. 1 intr. take in a supply of coal. 2 # put coal 
into (an engine, fire, etc.). 0 coals to Newcastle 
something brought or sent to a place where it is 


already plentiful, haul over the coals reprimand. 
[Old English] 0 coaly ad). 


layers of 
woody plants 
compacted 
layer of peat 
lignite (30% 
carbon content) 


bituminous 
coal (60% 


carbon content) 


_ anthracite 
(over 90% 
carbon content) 


COAL: DIFFERENT STAGES IN 
THE FORMATION OF GOAL 


coal dust 7. powdered coal. 

coalesce wintry. come together and form one whole. 
[from Latin coalescere| 0 coalescence n. coales- 
cent adj. ° 

coalface n. an exposed surface of coal in a mine. 

coalfield 7. an extensive area with strata containing 
coal. 

coalfish 7. (/. usu. same) = sarrHe 

coal gas n. mixed gases extracted from coal and 
used for lighting and Heating, 

coalition 7, Poli. a temporary alliance for combined 
action, esp. of distinct parties formimg a government. 
[from medieval Latin coahto| 0 coalitionist n. 

coal mine 7. a mine in which coal is dug. > mine 
0 coal miner n. coal mining 2. (often atin). 

coal scuttle 7. a container for coal to supply a 
domestic fire. 

coal-seam 7. a stratum of coal suitable for mining. 
> MINI 

coal tar 7. a thick black oily liquid distilled from 
coal and used as a source of hydrocarbons. 

coal tit 7. (also cole tit) a small greyish bird, Parus 
ater, with a black head. 

coaming 7. a raised border round the hatches etc 
of a ship to keep out water. [17th-century coinage| 

coarse «adj. 1 a rough or loose in texture or grain; 
made of large particles. b (of a person’s features) 
rough or large. 2 lacking refinement or delicacy; 
crude, obscene. [Middle English] 0 coarsely adz 
coarseness 7. coarsish ad). 

coarse fish n. Bri. any freshwater fish other than 
salmon and trout. 0 coarse fishing 7. 


coarsen 2/7, S init, make or become coarse. 

coast e 7. the border of the land near the sea: the 
seashore. @ vin, 1 ride or move, usu. downhill, 
without use of power. 2 make progress without 
much effort. o the coast is clear there is no 
danger of being observed or caught. [from Latin 
costa ‘rib, flank, side’| 0 coastal ad). 

coaster 7. 1 a ship that travels along the coast trom 
port to port. 2 a small tray or mat for a bottle or glass 


coastguard 7. 1 an organization keeping watch on 
the coasts and on local shipping to save life, prevent 
smuggling, etc, 2 a member of this. 

coastline 7. ¥ the line of the seashore, esp. with 
regard to its shape. 

coast to coast adj. G adv. (usu. hyphenated when 
atirtb.) across an island or continent. 

coat en. 1 an outer garment with sleeves and often 
extending below the hips; an overcoat or jacket. 
2 an animal’s fur, hair, etc. 3 a covering of paint 
etc. laid on a surface at one time. @ v./7, 1 (usu. foll. 
by wuth, in) apply a coat of paint etc. to. 2 (of paint 
etc.) form a covering to. [from Old French cote] 
0 coated ad). (also in comb.). 

coat dress 7. a woman’ tailored dress resembling 
a coat. 

coat-hanger see HANGER 2. 

coating 7. 1 a thin layer or covering of paini etc. 
2 material for making coats. 


coaxial 


coat of arms 7. the heraldic bearings or shield of 
a person, family, or corporation. > HERALDRY 

coat of mail 7. fst. a jacket covered with mail or 
composed of mail. > CHAIN MAIL 

coat-tail 7. each of the flaps formed by the back of 
a tailcoat. 

co-author e 7. a joint author. e v./7, be a joint author 


of. 


w Usage Sce Usage Note at auruor. 


coax v.l7 1 (usu. foll. by mto, or ¢o + infin.) persuade 
(a person) gradually or by flattery. 2 (foll. by out of) 
obtain (a thing from a person) by coaxing. 3 ma- 
nipulate (a thing) carefully or slowly. [1 6th-century 
coinage: from phrase make a cokes (= sumpleton) of | 
0 coaxer n. coaxingly adz. 

coaxial /koh-aks-14l/ ad, 1 having a common 
axis. 2 Electr. (of a cable or line) transmitting by 
means of two concentric conductors separated by 
an insulator. 0 coaxially adv. 


COASTLINE 


Coastlines evolve mainly by erosion and deposi- 
ton. Depositional coasts are built up by rivers 

dropping sediment in deltas, or by waves trans- 
porting sand and small rocks (a process 

that includes longshore drift). Coasts are 
referred to as ‘drowned’ when 
land sinks or 
sea levels rise. 


headland 


bedding plane 
sea cliff / 


remnants of 
former head- ' 
land 


TYPICAL 
FEATURES OF A 


COASTLINE. SUG) 


slumped 
cliff 


\ \ tidal river-mouth 
‘ sandy spit 
\. lagoon 


\ 


\ estuarine mudflat 


MAIN TYPES OF COASTLINE 


DEPOSITIONAL COASTLINES 


bay head wave wave tombolo Jjord (submerged mountain 
beach direction headland direction eee valley) ridge 
el a 


anne STE 


DROWNED COASTLINES 


BAY-HEAD BEACH 
harrier beach wave 
direction 


eal e 


direction lagoon 
S 


He SIRSIRGUILE bs lel kt 1 


LOMBOLO 


cuspate 
foreland 


CUSPATEC FORELANID) 


LJORD COASTLINE | 


mountain sound 
(drowned valley) 


ridge 


DALMATIAN/ PACIFIC 
COASTLINI 


16] 


cob 


cob 7. 1 a roundish lump of coal etc. 2 Brit. a domed 
loaf of bread. 3 = corn cos. 4 (in full cobnut) 
a large hazelnut. 5 W a sturdy short- 
legged horse for riding. 6 a male 
swan. [Middle English] 


cochineal n. 1 a scarlet dye used esp. for colouring 
food. 2 the dried bodies of the female of the Mex- 
ican insect, Dactylopius coccus, yielding this. > pyk. 
. r [based on Latin coceinus ‘scarlev’| 
cochlea /kok-lii/ x. (pi. cochleae /-li-ee/) the 
spiral cavity of the internal ear, in which sound 
vibrations are converted into nervous impulses. 
Db snk car, [Latin, literally ‘snail shell’) 
0 cochlear ac). 
cock'e 7. 1 a male bird, esp. of a domestic fowl. 
2 coarse slang the penis. 3 Brit. slang nonsense. 4 a 
firing lever in a gun which can be raised to be 
released by the trigger. > Gun. 5 a tap or valve 
controlling flow. @ w/r 1 raisc or make upright or 
erect. 2 turn or move (the eye or ear) attentively or 
knowingly. 3 set aslant, or turn up the brim of (a 
hat). 4 raise the cock of (a gun). cock up Bri. slang 
bungle; make a mess of. [from Old French cog] 


ia cock? n. a small pile of hay, straw, etc. with vertical 
sides and a rounded top. [Middle English] 
cockade n. W a rosette etc. worn in a hat as a 
badge of office or party, or as part of a livery. 
> rencoat. [based on obsolete 


cobalt e 7. Chem. a silvery-white magnetic metallic 

clement. @ 7. @ adj, = covaia sit. [from German 
Aobalt kobold’ (an underground spirit): from the belief 
that cobalt was harmful to ores present with it] 


0 cobaltic adj. cobaltous ad. cockade . French —coquard ‘saucy’| 
cobalt blue e 7. La pigment containing a i Beane 
| cock-a-doodle-doo 


cobalt salt. 2 the deep blue colour of this. 
e@ ad. (hyphenated when afirh) of this 
colour. 
cobber 2. Austral. & NC collog. a compan- 
ion or friend. [1 9th-century comage] 
cobble! e 7. (in full cobblestone) a small 
rounded stone of a size used for paving. 
@ ¢./r pave with cobbles. [Middle English] 
cobble? v./: 1 mend or patch up (esp. shoes). 
2 (often foll. by together) jom or assemble roughly. 


n. a cock’s crow, 
cock-a-hoop @ adj. cxul- 
tant. e@ adv. exultantly. [origi- 
nally in phrase set cock a hoop 
denoting some action prelim- 
inary to hard drinking] 
cock-a-leekie ». \also 
cocky-leeky) a soup 
traditionally made in 
Scotland with boiling 
fowl and lecks 
cock and _ bull 
story 7. an absurd or 
incredible account. 
cockatiel ». jalso cockateel 
Austral. a small delicately coloured crested parrot, 
Nymphicus hollandicus. [from Dutch kakelielje} 
cockatoo 7. an Australasian crested parrot 
of the family Cacatuidae. > prirror. [from 
Malay kakatua| 
cockatrice 7. L another term 
for wasnisk 1. 2 Heraldry a 
mythical animal depicted 
as a two-legged dragon 
with a cock’s head. [Old 
French cocatris, from Latin 
caleatrix ‘tracker’ | 
cockchafer ». « large nocturnal 
beetle. \efolontha melolontha. 
cockcrow 7. daw). 
cocked hat ». 1 a brimless triangular hat pointed at 
the front, back, and top. 2 Aust. a hat with a wide 
brim permanently turned up towards the crown 
(e.g. a tricorne), G knock into a cocked hat 
defeat utterly. 


cobbler 7. 1 a person who mends shoes. 
2 aa pie topped with scones. b esp. (Sa 
fruit pie with a rich thick crust. 3 (in p/.) 
Brit. slang nonsense. [Middle English; sense 
3: from rhyming slang cobbler’ aze'ly “balls’] 

cobnut see «ou 4. 

COBOL /koh-bol/ x. a computer language for use 
in commerce. [acronym from common business 
oriented /anguage | _ 

cobra 7. ® any venomous 
hooded snake of the genus 
\gja. native to Africa and 
Asia. > snake. [from Latin 
colubra ‘snake’ | 


COCKADE ON \ 191 H- 
CLNTURY FRENCH 
OPFICER’S CZAPSKA 


cobweb 7. 4 
fine network 
of threads 
spun by a 
spider from 
a liquid ex- 
trudec! from its 
spimerets. [Middle 
English] o cobwebbed adj. cobwebby ad. 

coca 7. 1 aS. American shrub. Enthroyylian coca. 2 its 
dried leaves, chewed as a stumulant. [Spanish] 


COBRA: INDIAN 
COBRA | Vaja naj) 


cocaine 7. a drug from coca, used as a local anaes- 
thetic and as a stimulant. 
fbased on coc \] 


cocker 7. (in /ull cocker spaniel) a small spaniel of 
a breed with a silky coat. [based on cock', from 
the breed's use in hunting woodcocks ete.] 
cockerel 7. a young cock. [Middle English] 
cock-eyed adj. colloy. 1 crooked, askew, not 
level. 2 (of'a scheme etc.) absurd, not pracucal. 
[1oth-contus comge | 


4 spinal column 
coccus /kok-iis/ 7. (pi. f 


cocci /kok-i/) any spher- 
ical or roughly spherical 
bacterium. [from Greck 
Ankkos “berry’] 0 coccal 
adj. coccoid adj. 
coccyx /kok-siks/ 7. ( //. 
coccyges /-jcez/ or 
coccyxes) » the small 
triangular bone at the 
base of the spinal 
column. & spin. [from 
Greek Aokktux “cuckoo’" 
from its shape resem- 
bling a cuckoo’s bill| 
a coccygeal ar). 


cockfight ». a fight between cocks as sport. 
6 cockfighting 1. 
cockle!n. 1 a any edible bivalve mollusc of 
the genus Gardion. > wine. b us shell. 2 an 
full cockleshell; a small shallow boat. 
oO warm the cockles of one’s heart make 
one contented; be satisfying. [from Greek 
hoghhution shell} 
cockle? @ «1 int: pucker, wrinkle. 2 tr 
cause to cockle. @ 7, a pucker or wrinkle in 
paper. glass. etc, [Old English] 


i 


(OOTY 


COGCYX: (11 WAN LOWLE 1oRSG 
BACK VEILW SHOWING LL " 


ise 


COCKSCOMB 


cocoon 


cockney e 2. (//. -eys) 1 a native of East London. 
2 the dialect or accent typical of this area. @ adj. of or 
characteristic of cockneys or their dialect or accent. 
[Middle English cokeney ‘cock’s egg’, later a deroga- 
tory term for a town-dweller] c cogkneyism 7. 
cockpit 7. L a a compartment for the pilot (and 
crew) of an aircraft or spacecraft. > ricHTer. ba 
similar compartment for the driver in a racing car. 
> pracster. € a space for the helmsman in a sailing 
yacht. 2 an arena of war or 
other conflict. 3 a place 
where cockfights are held. 
cockroach /. ® a stout- 
bodied — beetle-hke 
scavenging 
insect of 
the order 
Dictyoptera, 
esp. Blatta oren- 
lalis and Pen- 
planeta amerwana, 
which _ infests 
kitchens, warehouses, etc. [from Spanish cucaracha] 
cockscomb n. < the crest or 
comb of a cock. 
cock sparrow 7. 1 a male spar- 
row. 2 Bri. a lively quarrelsome 
person. 
cocksure adj. presumptuously or 
arrogantly confident. [based on 
archaic cock, alteration of God] 
a cocksureness 7. 
cocktail 7. 1 a drink made 
by mixing various spirits, 
fruit juices, etc. 2 a dish of 
mixed ingredients (fruit 
cocktail; prawn cocktail). 
3 any (esp. unpleasant or 
dangerous) mixture or 
concoction. forgm un- 
known} 
cocktail stick 1, Brit. a small pointed stick for serv- 
ing an olive, cherry, small sausage. etc: 
cock-up 1. Brit. slang a muddle or mistake. 
cocky adj. (cockier, cockiest) 1 conceited, arrogant. 
2 saucy, unpudent. o cockily ad. cockiness n. 
cocky-leeky var. of coc®-\-irexir. 


antenna \ 


spiny leg 


COCKROACH 
(Periplaneta americana) 


cockscomb 


coco 7. (also cocoa) (pi. cocos or cocoas) the 
coconut palm. [abbreviation of coconur] 

cocoa 7. 1 a powder made from crushed cacao 
seeds, often with other ingredients. 2 a drink made 
from this. [alteration of c4c\o} 

cocoa bean n. a cacao seed. 

cocoa butter 7. a fatty substance obtained from 
cocoa beans and used for confectionery, cosmetics, 
Ic. 

coconut 7, (also cocoanut) 1 the large brown seed 
of a tall tropical palm, Cocos nucifera, with a fibrous 
husk around a hard shell lined with edible white 
flesh enclosing a white liquid. 2 (in full coconut 
palm or tree) the palm itself. 3 the flesh of a 
coconut. [based on Spanish coco ‘grimace’, from the 
lacelike base of the shell] 

coconut butter 7. a solid fat obtained from the 
flesh of the coconut, and used in soap, candles, 
omunent, ete, 

coconut ice n. Bri, a sweet of sugar and desiccated 
coconut. 

coconut matting 7. Bri. a matting made of fibre 
from coconut husks. 

coconut palm sce (oconvr 2. 

coconut shy ». Bri/. a fairground sideshow where 
balls are thrown to dislodge coconuts. 

cocoone 7. | aa silky case spun by many insect larvac 
for protection as pupac. > METAMORPHOSIS, SILKWORM. 
b a simular structure made by other anunals. 2 a 
protective covering, @ v 1 f (usu. as cocooned ad)., 
wrap (as) 11 a Cocoon; protect, enclose. 2 f spray with 
a protecuve coating, 3 itz form a cocoon, [from 
modern Provengal coucoun| 


wee 


cocotte 


cocotte 7. a heatproof dish for cooking and serving 
an individual portion of food. [French] 

co-counselling n. a type of psychotherapy in 
which two individuals, after training in counselling 
techniques, form a partnership whereby each 
person acts as counsellor to the other in turn. 

COD abbr. 1 a cash on delivery. b NV. Amer, collect on 
delivery. 2 Concise Oxford Dictionary. 

cod ' n. (pi. same) any large marine fish of the family 
Gadidae, esp. Gadus morrhua, an important food 
fish. [Middle English| 

cod? n. Brit. slang nonsense. [abbreviation of 
GODSWALLOP] 

cod? n. Brit. slang 1 a parody. 2 a hoax. 3 (attrib) = 
mock adj. [1 9th-century coinage] 

coda n. 1 Mus. the concluding passage of a piece 
or movement, usu. forming an addition to the 
basic structure. 2 Ballet the concluding section 
of a dance. [from Latin cauda ‘tail’| 

coddle 2/7, 1 treat as an invalid; protect attentively. 
2 cook (an egg) in water below boiling pomt. 
a coddler n. 

code e 7. 1 a system of words, letters, figures, or 
symbols, used to represent others for secrecy or 
brevity. 2 a system of pre-arranged signals, esp. used 
to ensure secrecy in transmitting messages. 3 Compul 
ing a piece of program text. 4 a systematic collection 
of laws etc. 5 a the prevailing morality of a society or 
class (code of honour’). b a person’s standard of moral 
behaviour. @ ué put (a message, program, etc.) into 
code. [from Latin codex] 0 coder n. 

codeine 7. an alkaloid derived from morphine and 
used to relieve pain. {based on Greek kodeia ‘poppy- 
head’} 

code name 7. (also code number) a word or symbol 
(or number) used for secrecy or convemience insiead 
of the usual name. 0 code-named ax). 

codependency n. mutual emotional dependency on 
fulfilling a supportive role in a relationship. 0 co- 
dependent ad. GS n. 

codex n. (#/. codices /koh-di- 
seez/ or codexes) 1 » an 
ancient manuscript text in 
book form. 2 a collection of 
pharmaceutical descriptions of 
drugs etc. [Latin, literally ‘block 
of wood, tablet, book’ 

codfish 7. (//. usu. same) = 
cop! 

codger 7. (usu. in old codger} 
collog. a person, esp. an old or 
strange one. 

codices //. of coven. 

codicil n. an adclition to a will. 
[from Latin codicillus “hitle 
book’] o codicillary adj. 

codify »./7, (-ies, -1ed) arrange 
(laws etc.) systematically into 
a code. O codification 7. 
codifier n. 

codling' n. (also codlin) 
1 Brit. any of several varieties 
of cooking apple. 2 (in full 
codling moth) a sinall moth, Carpocapsa pomonella. 
the larva of which feeds on apples. [from Anglo- 
French quer de lion ‘lion-heart’| 

codling® 7. a small codfish. 

cod liver oil x. an oil pressed from the fresh liver of 
cod, which is rich in vitamins D and A. 

codpiece n. isi. an appendage like a small bag or 
flap at the front of a man’s breeches. [Middle 
English, based on cod ‘scrotum: | 

co-driver 7. a person who shares the driving of a 
vehicle with another, esp. in a race, rally, etc. 

codswallop 2. esp. Brit. slang nonsense. {20th- 
century coinage | 

coed colloy. @ n. 1 Brit. a co-educational school. 
2..\. Amer, a female student at a co-educational insti- 
tution. @ adj. co-educational. 
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co-education 7. the education of pupils of both 
sexes together. 0 co-educational ad). 

coefficient n. 1 Math. a quantity placed before and 
multiplying an algebraic expression (e.g. ¢ in 4x7). 
2 Physics a multiplier or factor that measures some 
property (coefficient of expansion). 

coelacanth /see-la-kanth/ 7. W a large bony 
marine fish, Latimeria chalumnae, known only from 
fossils until 1938. [based on Greek kozlos ‘hollow’ + 


akantha ‘spine’ | 


COELACANTH 
(Latimeria chalumnae) 


coelenterate sce cNIDARLAN. 

coeliac /see-li-ak/ adj. (US celiac) Med. of or affect- 
ing the abdomen. [based on Greek kozlia ‘belly’ 

coeliac disease 7. a disease in which chronic fail- 
ure to digest food is triggered by hypersensitivity of 
the small intestine to gluten. 

coenobite /see-n6-byt/ n. (US cenobite) a mem- 
ber of a monastic community. [based on Greek 
koinobion ‘convent’] G coenobitic ad). 

coenzyme 7. Biochem. a non-protein compound 
that is necessary for the functioning of an enzyme. 

co-equal archaw or /erary @ adj. equal with one an- 
other. @ 7. an equal. 6 co-equality 1. co-equally adi. 

‘ coerce »./r. (often foll. by into) 

persuade or restrain (an 
unwilling person) by force 
(coerced you into signing). [from 
Latin coerére ‘to restrain’| 
O coercion 7. coercive ad). 
coercively adi. 

coeval /koh-eev-al/ @ ad). 

i 1 having the same age or date 
of origin. 2 living or existing 
at the same epoch. @ 7. a co- 
eval person, a contemporary. 
[from Late Latin  coaevus] 
0 coevality n. coevally ad. 

coexist winir (often foll. by 
with) 1 exist together (in time 
or place). 2 (esp. of nations) 


exist in mutual tolerance. 
0 coexistence nm. coexist- 
ent ad). 


coextensive adj. cxtending 
over the same space or time. 

C. of E. abby. Brit. Church of 
England. 

coffee e 7. 1 aa drink made from the roasted and 
eround beanlike seeds of a tropical shrub of the 
genus Coffea. b a cup of this. 2 a the shrub yielding 
these seeds. b these seeds raw, or roasted and 
ground. 3 a pale brown colour. @ adj. pale brown. 
[from Arabic kahve a] 

coffee bar 7. a bar or café serving coffee and hight 
refreshments from a cr unter. 

coffee bean 7. the beanlike seed of the coffee 
shrub. 

coffee grinder 7. a machine for grinding roasted 
coflee beans. 

coffee house n. a place serving coffee and other 
refreshments. 

coffee-maker 7. = vercoLstor. 

coffee mill 7. = corm Grinper. 


cognitive therapy 


coffee morning 7. Byil. a morning gathering at 
which coffee is served, often in aid of charity. 

coffee shop 7. a small informal restaurant, esp. in 
a hotel or department store. 

coffee table 7. a small low table. 

coffee-table book x. a large lavishly ulustrated 
book. 

coffer n. 1 a box, esp. a large strongbox for valu- 
ables, 2 (in pl.) a treasury or store of funds. 3 ¥ a 
sunken panel in a ceiling etc. [from Greek sophinos 
‘basket’] 0 coffered adj. 


carved mason’s 
tools 


coffer 


COFFER: SQUARE COFFER 
SET IN A VAULTED CEILING 


coffer-dam n. a watertight enclosure pumped dry 
to permit work below the waterline on building 
bridges etc., or for repairing a ship. 

coffin e 7. a box in which a corpse is buried or 
cremated. @ w/z (coffined, coffining) put in a coffin. 
[from Old French cof( f)in ‘little basket’| 

cog 7. 1 » each of a series of projections on the 
edge of a wheel or bar trans- 

ferrmg motion by en- 
gaging with another 
series, > BULLDOZER. 

2 an unimportant 
member of an 
organization etc. 
[Middle English] 

o cogged adj. 

cogent adj. (of argu- 
ments, reasons, etc.) 
convincing, —com- 
pelling. [from Latin 
cogent- ‘compelling’ | 

DB cogency 7. co- 
gently adv. 

cogitate uf, © intr Me 
ponder, meditate. 


sloping- 
tooth cog 


pinion 
wheel 


crown wheel 


( COGS ON A 
[based on Latin WOODEN 
cogitatus “thought BUVETE-1Y0I 
over] 0 cogita- GEAR 


tion 7. cogitative 
adj. cogitator 71. 

cognac 7. a high-quality brandy, properly that 
distilled in Cognac in western France. 

cognate e ad. 1 related to or descended from a 
common ancestor (cf. vcnari. adj. 1). 2 Philol. (of a 
word) having the same linguistic family or deriv- 
ation (as another). @ 7. 1 a relative. 2 Philol. a 
cognate word, [from Latin cognatus| G cognately 
adv. cognateness ?. 

cognate object ”. Gram. an object that is related in 
origin and sense to the verb governing it (as in live a 
good life), 

cognition x. Philos. knowing, perceiving, or 
conceiving as an act or faculty distinct from 
emotion and volition. [from Latin cognitio] 8 cogni- 
tional adj. cognitive ad. cognitively adi. 

cognitive therapy n. a type of psychotherapy in 
which negative patterns of thought about the self 
and the world are challenged. 
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cognizance 


cognizance 7. (also cognisance) 1 knowledge or 
awareness; perception, notice. 2 the sphere of one’s 
observation or concern. 3 Law the right of a court 
to deal with a matter. o take cognizance of 
attend to; take account of. [based on Latin 
cognoscent “knowing | 

cognizant ad). (also cognisant) (foll. by of ) having 
knowledge or being aware of. 

cognomen 7. 1 a nickname. 2 an ancient Roman’s 
personal name or epithet, as mm Marcus Tullius 
Cicero, Publius Cornelius Scipio Africanus. | Latin} 

cognoscente /kon-y6-shen-ti/ n. ( p/. cognoscenti 
pronunc, same) (usu. in pl.) a connoisseur, [Itahian, liter- 
ally “a person who knows’ ] 

cogwheel 7. a wheel with cogs. 

cohabit ewiiir (cohabited, cohabiting) live 
together, esp. as husband and wife without being 
married to one another. [from Latin cohab 
itare| Q cohabitant 7». cohabitation 7. 
cohabitee 7. cohabiter 7. 

cohere winty, 1 (of parts or a whole) stick 
together, remain unitecl. 2 (of reasonimg etc.) 
be logical or consistent. [from Latin cohaerére| 

coherent «aij. 1 (of a person) able to speak 
intelligibly and articulately. 2 (of speech, 
an argument, etc.) logical and consistent; 
easily followed. 3 cohering; sticking 
together. 4 Physics (of waves) having a 
constant phase relationship. 0 coher- 
ence 7. coherency 7. coherently ad. 

cohesion 7. 1 a the act or condition of 
sticking together. b a tendency to cohere. 
2 Physics the sucking together of molecules of 
the same substance. [based on Latin cohvesus 
‘stuck together’) 0 cohesive adj. cohesively 
adv. cohesiveness n. 


coir. 


cohort 7. 1 an ancient Roman mihtary unit, 
equal to one-tenth of a legion. 2 a band of 
warriors. 3a persons banded or grouped together, 
esp. in a common cause. b a group of persons with 
a common statistical characteristic. [from Latin 
cohors cohort- “enclosure, company’ | 

coif e x. 1 a close-fitting cap, now esp. as worn hy 
nuns under a veil. 2 esp. .\. Amer a coiflure, esp. an 
clahorate one, @ viz (coiffed, coiffing: US also 
coifed, coifing) 1 dress or arrange ithe hair). 
2 arrange the hair of (a person). [from Late Latin 
cofia helmet | 

coiffeur /kwah-fer/ n. ( fem. coiffeuse) a hair- 
dresser. [French] 

coiffure /kwahi-yoor/ n. a hairstyle. {French] 
0 coiffured «adj. 

coign /koin/ 7. 0 coign of vantage a favourable 
position for observation or action. [earlier spelling 
of com in sense ‘cornerstone’ | 

coil'e ». 1 anything arranged in a joined sequence ol 
concentric circles. 2 a singh: turn of something 
colled, c.g, a snake. 3 an intrauterine contraceptive 
device. 4 Electr an clectncal device consisting of a 
length of wire arranged in a coil for converting the 
level of a voltage, producing a magnet field. or 
adding inductance to a circuit. & macua. 5 Electr: such 
a device for transmitung high voltage to the spark 
plugs of an mternal-combustion engine, @ 2. Tf 
arrange ina series of concentric loops or rings. 2 fr & 
int. owist or he twisted into a circular or spiral shape. 
3 ite move sinuously. [from Latin cofligere ‘to collect] 


coil® ». 5 this mortal coil the bustle or turmoil o! 
earthly life (with reference to Shakespeare's Hamlet 
nt. 67,. [Tbth-century coinage| 

coin @ ». 1a stamped metal disc issued as official 
money, 2 collect, metal money. @ oi LT make coins) 
by stamping, 2 make anetal) into coms. 3 invent or 
devise (esp. a new word or phrase,. 0 coin money 
tor coin it, coin itim make much moncy quickly. 
to coin a phrase fon. introducing a banal remark 
or cliché. [from Old French, literally *stamping- 
dic] G coiner nv. 

coinage #/. 1 the act or process of coining, 2 a coins 


lt] 


COIR TIBRE ON A 
COCONUT 


collectively. b a system or type of coins in use. 3 an 
invention, esp. of a new word or phrase. 
coincide (ini: 1 occur at or during the same time. 
2 occupy the same portign of space. 3 (often foll. by 
with) be in agreement. [from medieval Latin cozn- 
crdere| 
coincidence 7. 1 a occurring or being together. 
b an instance of this. 2 a remarkable concurrence 
of events or circumstances without apparent causal 
connection. 
coincident adj. 1 occurring together in space or 
time. 2 (foll. by with) in agreement: harmonious. 
OD coincidently adv. 
coincidental «dj. in the nature of or resulting from 
a coincidence. 0 coincidentally adv. 
Cointreau 7. propr a colourless orange-flavoured 
liqueur. [named after the Coz/reau family, liqueur 
producers based in Angers, France] 
coir 7. <4 fibre from the outer husk of the 
coconut, used for ropes, matting, in 
potting compost, etc. & rorr. [from 
Malayalam (of southern India) hapa 
‘cord’ 
coition /koh-ish-6n/ n. Med. = 
RR Se 
coitus /koh-it-ts/ n. Aled. 
sexual intercourse. [Latin] 
0 coital ad). 
coitus interruptus». 
sexual intercourse in which 
the penis is withdrawn before 
ejaculation. 
coke! e x. 1 a solid substance lefi 
after the have been 
extracted from coal. > sist 
rernacr. 2 a residue left after the 
incomplete combustion of petrol 
etc. @ fr, convert (coal) into coke. 
coke® n. slang cocaine. 
Col. abbr. Colonel. 


col 7. a depression in the summil-line of a chain of 
mountains, generally affording a pass from one 
slope to another, [from Latin collum ‘neck’ ] 

cola 7, (also kola) 1 any small tree of the genus Cola, 
native to W. Africa, bearing seeds containing 
eaflvine. 2 a carbonated drink usu. flavoured with 
these seeds. [Temne (a language of Sierra Leone)| 


gases 


HUSK 


colander 2. a perforated vessel used to strain off 
liquid in cookery. & ctensu.. [based on Latin colare 
‘to strain’| 

colchicine /kol-chi-scen/ n. a yellow alkaloid 
obtained from colchicum, used in the treatment of 
gout. 

colchicum /kol-chi-kiim/ 7. 1 W a plant of the 
genus Colchicum (hly family), esp. meadow satftron. 
2 its dried corm or seed. [from Greek 
holkhihon of Aalhdus’, a region east of the 
Black Sea| ’ 

cold e «adj. 1 of or at a low or rela- 
tively low temperature. 2 not heated; 
cooled after being heated. 3 tof a 
person) fecling cold. 4 lacking ardour, 
fricndliness, or affection. 5 depressing, 
uninteresting (cold facts). 6 a dead. b collag. 
unconscious. 7 collag. at one’s mercy (had 
me cold). & sexually frigid. 9 (of a scent in 
hunting) having become weak. 10 Gn chil 
dren’s games) far from finding or guessing 
what ts sought, 11 without preparation or 
rehearsal. @ 7. 1 a the prevalence of alow 
temperature. b cold weather or environ- 
ment teven/ oul into the cold), 2 an infection of 
the nose and throat with sneezing, sore 
throat. etc. @ ade. 1 unrehearsed. 2 esp. US 
vane completely (eas stopped cold mid- 

a cold call sell goods or 
services by making unsolicited calls 

on prospective customers by tele- 

phone or in person. in cold blood 

without fecling or passion. throw 


venlence), 


collaborate 


COLCHICUM: 
MEADOW SATFRON 


(Colchicum autumnale 


(or pour) cold water on be discouraging or 
depreciatory about. [Old English] 0 coldish ad). 
coldly ad:. coldness n. 

cold-blooded adj. 1 having a body temperature 
varying with that of the environment (e.g, of fish). 
2 callous. 6 cold-bloodedly adv. cold-blooded- 
ness //. 

cold chisel n. a chisel suitable for cutting metal. 

cold comfort 7. poor or inadequate consolation. 

cold cream 7. ointment for cleansing and softening 
the skin. 

cold cuts 71.p/. slices of cold cooked meats. 

cold feet 7.pl. colloy. loss of nerve or confidence. 

cold frame 7. » an 
unheated frame with 
a glass top for grow- 
ing small plants. 

cold fusion 2. 
nuclear fusion 
occurring at or 
close to room 
temperature, 

cold-hearted 
adj. lacking 
affection or 
warmth, tie 
friendly. o cold- 
heartedly adv. 
cold-heartedness ». 

cold shoulder e 7. a show of intentional unfriend- 
liness. @ wiz (cold-shoulder) be deliherately 
unfriendly to. 

cold snap sce snap n. 4. 

cold sore 7. inflammation and blisters in and 
around the mouth, caused by a virus infection, 


heat-relaining 
wooden frame 


glass top 


COLD FRAME 


cold start 7. 1 the starting of an engine or machine 
at the ambient temperature. 2 the starting of a 
process, enterprise, etc. without prior preparation. 
cold store ». a large refrigerated room for preserv- 
ing usu. commercial food at very low temperatures. 
cold sweat 7. a state of sweating induced by fear or 
illness. 
cold table n. Bri. a selectgon of clishes of cold food. 
cold turkey 2. slang abrupt withdrawal from ad- 
dictive drugs; the symptoms of this. 
cold war 1. a state of hostility between nations 
without actual fighting. 
cole n. (usu. in comb.) 1 cabbage. 2 = ravr?. [from 
Latin caulis ‘stern, cabbage’} 
coleopteran /kol-i-op-té-ran/ n. any insect of the 
order Coleoptera, comprising the beetles and 
weevils, which have the front wings modified into 
sheaths, and biting mouthparts. > sern.c. [from 
Greek koleon ‘sheath’ + pleron ‘wing’) 0 coleopter- 
ist n. coleopterous ad. 
coleoptile /kol-i-op-tyl/ 7». Boi. a sheath 
protecting a young shoot tip in grasses. [from 
Greek holeon ‘sheath’ + pion feather} 
coleslaw n. a dressed salad of sliced raw 
cabbage, carrot, onion, etc. [from Dutch kool 
sla] 
cole tit var. of co. rit. 
coleus 7. a plant of the genus Solenostemon 
(formerly Coleus), having variegated col- 
oured leaves. [from Greek koleon ‘sheath’, 
from the way the stamens are joined to- 
gether] 
coley #. (fl. -eys) Brit. = samn.. 
colic n. a severe spasmodic abdominal pain. 
[from Late Latin colicus| 0 colicky ad). 
colitis 1. .\fed. inflammation of the lining of the 
colon. 
Coll. abbr. College. 


collaborate jini: (olten foll. by zzth) 1 work 

jointly. 2 cooperate traitorously with an 

enemy. [based on Latin /aborare “to work’} 

0 collaboration 7. collaborationist 7. 

& adj. collaborative adj. collabora- 
tively ad:. collaborator n. 


et oe 


collage 


collage /kol-ahzh/ n. 1 aj yjle/ 
form of art in which various paper 
materials are arranged and 
glued to a backing 2m» a 
work of art done in this 
way. (French, literally cut 
‘gluing’|Ocollagistn, paper 
collagen n. Biochem. the 
main structural protein 


found in animal con- corrugated , 
nective tissue. [based pape; <>... 
on Greek holla ‘glue’] oe 
collapse e n. 1 the ; 
tumbling down or COLLAGE: ee =, 
falling in of a struc- COILED, \pe" — 
ture. 2 a sudden WOVEN, AND Gy | 

. . r 
failure of aplanetc. CUT PAPER =], 
3 a physical or LOW-RELIEF 

COLLAGE 


mental breakdown. 
ev. 1 a intr, undergo 
or experience a col- 
lapse. b f cause to collapse. 2 intr, 


collog. he or sit down and relax, esp. after prolonged 
effort. 3 a mir. (of furniture etc.) be foldable. b & | 


fold up (furniture). [based on Latin collapsus ‘fallen 
together’] 0 collapsible az. collapsibility n. 
collar e 7. 1 the part of a shirt, dress, etc.. 
that goes round the neck, either upright 
or turned over. 2 a band of linen, lace, ay 
“e 


etc., completing the upper part of a 
garment. 3 a band of leather or 
other material put round an 
animal’s neck. 4 a restraining or 
connecting band, ring, or pipe in 
machinery. 5 » a coloured marking 4 
resembling a collar round the neck collar 
of a bird or animal. 6 Br. a piece of 
meat rolled up and tied, @ v.tr 1 seize 
(a person) by the collar or neck. 2 appre- 
hend. 3 collog. accost. 4 slang take, esp. illicitly. 
[based on Latin collum ‘neck’) 0 collared adj. 
(also in comé.). colarless adj. 

collarbone ji. either of two bones joining the 
breastbone and the shoulder blades. > crayict 

collate vi 1 analyse and compare (texts, state- 
ments, etc.) to identify pomts of agreement and 
difference. 2 assemble (information) from different 
sources. [based on Latin collatus ‘brought together’ | 
do collator 2. 

collateral e 7. 1 security pledged as a guarantee for 
repayment of a loan. 2 a person having the same 
descent as another but by a different line. 
@ adj. 1 descended from the same stock but by a 
different line. 2 side by side; parallel. 3 a additional 
but subordinate. b contributory. ¢ connected but 
aside from the main subject ete. [from mecteval 
Latin collaieralis| 0 colaterality 7. collaterally adi. 

collateralize »./7, (also -ise) (usu. in passive) secure 
(a loan ete.) with collateral. 

coliation 7. 1 the act or an instance of collatmg. 
2 a light meal. [sense 2: from Cassian’s Collationes 
Patrum (‘Lives of the Fathers’) read by Benedictines 
and followed by a light meal| 

colleague 7. a fellow official or worker. [from Latin 
collega} 

collect! e v1 % & mt: bring or come together. 
2 tr. systematically seek and acquire (books, stamps, 
etc.), esp. as a hobby. 3 a /% obtain (taxes etc.) from 
a number of people. b inir. collog. recewe money. 
4 tr. fetch (went to collect the laundry). 5 a refl. regain 
control of oneself esp. after a shock. b # concen- 
trate (one’s thoughts etc.). ¢ i (as collected ad.) 
calm and cool. 6 és infer, gather, conclude. e ad. G 
adv. N. Amer. to be paid for by the receiver (of a tele- 
phone call etc.). [based on Latin collectus ‘gathered’] 
a collectedly adv. 

collect? n. a short prayer of the Anglican and 
Roman Catholic Church, esp. one assignec to a 
particular day or season. [from Latin collecta ‘a 
gathering | 

collectable (also collectible) @ adj. 1 worth collect- 


ing. 2 able to be collected. @ 7. 
an item sought by collec- 
tors. 0 collectability n. 
collection 7, 1 the 
act or process of 
collecung or being 
collected. 2 a group 
of things collected 
together (e.g, works 
of art etc.), esp. 
systematically. 
3 (foll. by of) an 
accumulation — (a 
collection of dust). 4 a the collect- 
ing of money, esp. for a charita- 
ble cause. b the amount 
collected. 5 the regular removal 
; of mail for dispatch, refuse for 
ae disposal, etc. 
collective e adj. 1 formed by 
or constituting a_ collection. 
2 taken as a whole (our collective 
opinion). 3 common. @ 7. la= 
COLLECTIVE FARM. b any cooperative enterprise. ¢ its 
members. 2 = coutectivi NOUN. G collectively adv. 
collectiveness n. collectivity n. 
collective bargaining 1. negotiation of wages etc. 
by an organized body of employees. 


collective farm n. a jointly-operated amal- 
gamation of several smallholdings. 
.. collective noun 7. Gram. a singular 
Yt =. noun denoting a collection or number 
of individuals (e.g. assembly, family, 
(roop). 
a collective ownership 7. 
oN ownership of land etc. by 
all for the benefit of 


: N all. 


Pa 


RING-NECKED PARAKLE | 


collectivism 7. the 
theory and practice of 
collective ownership of 
land and the means of 
production. 0 collectivist 7». collectivistic adj. 


COLLAR @N A BLUE 


collectivize «fr, (also -ise) organize on the basis of 
collective ownership. 0 collectivization 7. 
collector 7. 1 a person who collects as a hobby. 2 a 
person who collects money etc. due (/ax collector). 
collector’s item 1. (also collector’s piece) a 
valuable object, esp. one of interest to collectors. 
colleen x. /r a girl. [from Irish cailin ‘little country- 
woman | 
college 7. 1 an establishinent for further, higher, or 
specialized education. 2 Brit. the buildings or 
premises of a college. 3 the students anc teachers 
in a college. 4 Brit. a private secondary school. 5 an 
organized body of persons with shared Junctions 
(College of Physicians). [from Latin collezium 
college of education //, a traiming college 
for schoolteachers. 
collegial adj. 1 = coutrcivn 1. 2 involving 
thared responsibility, as among a 
group of colleagues. 0 collegiality n. 
collegian 7. a member of a college. 


collegiate adj. 1 of the nature of, consu- 
tuted as, or belonging to, a college. 2 tof 
a university) composed of different \ 
colleges. 3 designed for use by college 
students. 0 collegiately ade. 

collegiate church 7. a church 
endowed for a chapter of canons but 
without a bishop’s see. 

collide winiz (often foll. by 
1 come into abrupt or violent im- 
pact. 2 be in conflict. [from Laun 
collidere ‘to strike together} 

collie 7. a sheepdog originally of a 
Scottish breed, with a long pointed 
nose and usu. dense long hair. 
D& pou 

collier 7, 1 a coal miner. 2. aa coal- 


zerth) 


COLOBUS: 
BLACK-AND- 
WHITE COLOBUS 
(Colobus guereza) 


colon 


ship. b Brit. a member of its crew. [Middle English, 
based on coat] 

colliery n. (pi. -ies) a coal mine and its associated 
buildings. > minr 

colligate vf. bring into connection (esp. isolated 
facts). [based on Latin colligatus ‘bound together’| 
o colligation 7. 

collinear adj. Geom. (of points) lying in the same 
straight line. 0 collinearity 7. 

Collins 7. (in full Tom Collins) an iced drink 
made of gin or whisky etc. with soda, lemon or 
lime juice, and sugar. [20th c.: origin unknown] 

collision 7. 1 a violent impact of a moving body 
with another or with a fixed object. 2 the clashing 
of opposed interests or considerations. 3 Physi's the 
action of particles striking or coming together. 
[related to cotue] B collisional aa). 

collision course 7. a course or action that is 
bound to cause a collision or conflict. 

collocate wiz 1 place together or side by side. 
2 arrange; set in a particular place. [based on Latin 
collocatus “placed together’ | 0 collocation 7. 

collocutor z. a person who takes part in a conver- 
sation. - 

collodion 7. a syrupy solution of nitrocellulose in a 
mixture of alcohol and ether, used in photography 
and surgery. [Greek kollodés ‘glue-like’, from kolla 
‘glue’| 

colloid x. 1 Chen. » a 
non-crystalline substance 
consisting of ultra- 
microscopic particles, 
esp. large single mol- 
ecules, usu. dispersed 
through a second 
substance, as in gels, 
sols, and emulsions. 
2 Aled. a substance = 
of a homogeneous 
gclatinous consist- 
ency. [based on 
Greek kolla ‘glue’] 

a colloidal «dj. 

collop 1. a slice, esp. of 
meat or bacon; an escalope. [Middle English in 
sense ‘fried bacon and eggs’| 

colloquial adj. belonging to or proper to ordinary 
or familiar conversation, not formal or literary. 
a colloquialism vn. colloquially adv. 


COLLOID: HAIR GEL 
COMPOSED OF SOLID 
VAT PARTICLES 
SUSPENDED IN WAITER 


colloquium 7. (//. colloquiums or colloquia) an 
academic conference or seminar. 
colloquy 7. (//. -quies) 1 formal the act of convers- 
ing. 2 a conversation. [based on Latin /ogui ‘to 
speak’ | 
collude winiz come to an under- 
standing or conspire together. [from 
Latin colludere| 0 colluder n. 
collusion 7. a secret understanding, 
esp. for a fraudulent purpose. c collu- 
sive adj. collusively ad:. 
collyrium 7. (//. collyria) 
a medicated  eve-lotion. 
[Latin from Greek follu- 
rion ‘poultice’, from kollura 
‘coarse bread roll’] 
collywobbles n.//. col/og. 1 a rumbling 
or pain in the stomach. 2 a feeling of 
strong apprehension. [fanciful, trom 
COLIG + WoBBLi| 
Colo. abbr, Colorado, 
colobus 1. < any leaf-cating monkey 
of the genus Colobus, native to 
Africa, having shortened thumbs. 
[from Greek kolobos ‘docked’| 
cologne /k6-lohn/ 7, (in full cologne water) vau 
de Cologne or a similar scented toilet water. [from 
Cologne in Germany] 


colon! 7. a punctuation mark (:), used esp. to intro- 
duce a quotation, list of items, or to separate 
clauses when the second expands the first: also 


Ltn 


C 


& 


colon 


between numbers in a statement of proportion (as 
in 10:1) and in biblical references (as in Exodus 
3:2). {from Greek kélon ‘limb, clause’] 

colon? ». Anat. ¥ the part of the large intestine from 
the caecum to the rectum. > picustion. [from Greek 
kolon food, meat’| 0 colonie ad). 


right colu left colre 
(hepatic) transverse colon (splenic) 
Hexure, Slexure 


ascending 
ss 
colon 


laenta — 
libera 


CAPCUM + 


descending 


colon 
rectum / 
anus| | sigmoid 
colon 


COLON: HUMAN ABDOMINAL 
CAVITY, WITH LIVER REMON ED 
[O SHOW THE COLON 


colonel /ker-nél/ 7. 1 an army officer in command 
of a regiment, immediately below a brigacher in rank. 
2 US an officer of corresponding rank in the Au 
Force. 3 = unt rexant CoLoNt.. [from Italian colonnello 
‘column of solciers’| 0 colonelcy 2. (fi. -1es). 

Colonel Blimp see tum 7. 1. 

colonial e ad. 1 of a colony or colonies. 2 of 
colonialism. @ 7. a native or inhabitant of a 
colony. 0 colonially adi 

colonialism ». a policy of acquiring or main- 
taining colonies. O colonialist n. 

colonize ». (also -ise) 1 /: a establish a colony in. 
b settle as colonists. 2 int establish or join a 
colony. G colonization 7. colonizer 7. 

colonnade 2. ¥ a row of columns, esp. supporting 
an entablature or > 
Romasnisque. [French, based on Latin colwnna 
‘column’| 0 colonnaded adj. 


roof. \MPHI| HLAFRE.. 


tmangular 


entablature pediment | 


, €anop) 


COLONNADE ©) 4 15TH-GENTURY RENAISSANCE CHI 


colonoscopy 7. (//. -ies) an examination of the 
colon by means of a flexible tube inserted through 
the anus, O colonoscope n. 

colony 71. ;//. -ies: 1 a a group of settlers in a new 
country fully or partly subject to the mother county. 
b the settlement or us territory. 2 a people of one 
nauonality or race or occupation ma city, esp. if living 
in isolation or ina special quarter, b a separate o1 
segregated group indi! colony. 3: Bul. a community ol 

animals or plants of one kind forming a structure o1 

living close togcther 


Hawt 


[from Latin colonia] 
D0 colonist 7 


Lob 


COLOUR 


For the artist, there are three primary colours 
yellow, blue, and red. Derived from these three 
are the secondary colours — green, orange, 
and violet. Uheir composition is shown in 
this double colour wheel. For example, blue 
mixed with its adjacent yellow produces 

, secondary green. Similarly, blue and its 
neighbouring red combine to make violet. 
The wheel also iustrates complementary 
colours. These lie opposite each other, like 
violet and yellow. Laid side by side, they 
heighten and intensify one another. 


DOUBLE COLOUR WHUEL SHOWING 
PRIAUNRY. SECONDARY, AND 
COMPLEMENTARY COLOURS 


colophon 7. 1 a publisher's 
device or imprint, esp. on 
the title-page. 2 » a tail- 
piece in a manuscript or 
book, often ornamental, 
giving the writer’s or 
printer’s name. the date, 
ete. [from Greek kolophon 
‘summit, finishing touch’| 
colophony 2. = Rosi. 
color etc. US var. of coLour 
oe: 
Colorado beetle 7. < 
a yellow and 
black striped 
beetle, Leptinotarsa decemlineata, the 
larva of which is highly destructive 
to the potato plant. 
coloration 7. (also colour- 
ation) I colouring; a scheme or 
method of applying colour. 
2 the natural (esp. variegated) 
colour of living things or animals. 


COLOPHON FROM 
\N EARLY FRENCH 
BOOK 


coloratura /kol-6-ra-tewr-i/ 7. 
1 elaborate ornamentation of a 
vocal melody. 2 a soprano skilled 


COLORADO in this. [based on Latin colorare ‘to 
BEETLES colour } 
(Leptinolarsa colorimeter 7. an instrument for 


decemlineata) measuring the intensity of colour. 
[based Latin color ‘colour’] 
5 colorimetric adj. colorimetry n. 
colossal adj. 1 of immense sizc. 2 collog. 
remarkable, splendid. 0 colossally aad‘. 
colossus n. (//. colossi /-sy/ or colos- 
suses) I a statue much bigger than life size. 
2 a gigantic person, animal, building, etc. 
3 an imperial power personified. [from 
Greek kolossoy| 
colostomy 1. (//. -ies) Surgery an operation 
in which the colon is shortened and the cut 
end diverted to an opening in the abdomi- 
nal wall. [based on covon® + Greek stoma 
‘mouth | 


on 


colostrum 7. the first secretion from the mammary 
glands occurring alter giving birth. [Latin] 

colour e 7. ({S color; 1 a the sensation produced 
on the eye by rays of light when resolved as by a 
prism etc. into different wavelengths. b & percep- 
ion of colour; a system of colours, 2 one, or any 
mixture, of the constituents mto which light can be 
separated as mn a spectrum or rainbow, sometimes 
inclucling Woosely) black and white. 3 a colouring 
substance, esp. paint. € the use of all colours, not 
only black and white. as in photography and televi- 
sion, 3. a pigmentation of the skin, esp. when dark. 


colour supplement 


secondary 
orange secondary 


violet 


secondary 
green 


\ primary 
red 


primary 
yellow 


Eo 
blue 


b this as a ground for prejudice or discrimin- 
ation. 6 ruddiness of complexion. 7 (in pl.) ap- 
pearance or aspect (see things in their true colours). 
8 (in pl.) a Brit. a coloured ribbon or uniform ete. 
worn to signify membership of a school, club, 
team, etc. b the flag of a regiment or ship. ¢ a 
national flag. 9 quality, mood, or variety in 
music, literature, speech, etc. 10 a pretext (under 
colour of |. @ v. 1 tr. apply colour to. 2 & influence 
(coloured by experience). 3 tr, misrepresent, cxagger- 
ate (a highly coloured account). 4 intr. blush. Oo show 
one’s true colours reveal one’s true character 
or intentions. with flying colours see FLYING. 
[from Latin co/o7] 

colourable ad. (US colorable) 1 specious, 
plausible. 2 counterfeit. o colourably adv. 

colourant n. (US colorant) a colouring substance. 

colouration var. of GoLORATION. 

colour bar 7. the denial of services and facilities 
to non-white people. = * 

colour-blind adj. unable to distinguish certain 
colours. 0 colour-blindness 7. 

colour code e 7. the use of colours as a standard 
means of identification. @ vir (colour-code, 
identify by means of a colour code. 

coloured (US colored) e adj. 1 having colour. 
2 (often Coloured) often offens. a wholly or 
partly of non-white descent. b S.Af; of mixed 
white and non-white descent. ¢ of or relating to 
coloured people (a coloured audience). @ n. (often 
Coloured) often offers. 1 a coloured person. 
2 S.Af, a person of mixed descent speaking 
Afrikaans or English as the mother tongue. 


a Usage The use of coloured to refer to people of 
racial groups not considered white is regarded as 
offensive by many people and should be avoided 
by using black, Asian, etc., as appropriate. 


colour fast adj. dyed in colours that will not fade 
or be washed out. O colour fastness 1. 

colourful adj. (lS colorful) 1 having much or 
varied colour; bright. 2 full of interest; vivid. 
lively. 0 colourfully adc. colourfulness 7. 

colouring 7. ((S coloring) 1 the process of or 
skill in using colour. 2 the style in which a thing 
is coloured. 3 facial complexion. 

colourist n. (US colorist) a person who uses 
colour, esp, in art. 

colourless ad. ({ S colorless) 1 without colour, 
2 lacking character or interest. 0 colourlessly ad: 

colour scheme ». an arrangement or planned 
combination of colours esp. in interior design. 

colour-sergeant 7. the senior sergeant of an 
infantry company. 

colour supplement 7, a magazine with coloured 
printing, as a supplement to a newspaper. 


a oe 


colour wash 


colour wash 7. coloured distemper. 
colourway 7. (US colorway) a coordinated com- 


bination of colours. 


colposcopy 7. (//. -ies) examination of the vagina 


and the neck of the womb. [based on Greek kolpos 
‘womb’| 0 colposcope n. 


colt 7. 1 a young uncastrated male horse, usu. less 


than four years old. 2 Bnt. Sport a young or 
inexperienced team player. [Old English] 0 colt- 
hood 7. coltish adj, coltishly adv. coltishness 7. 


colter US var. of courre. 
coltsfoot 7. (//. coltsfoots) a plant of the daisy 


family, Tussilago farfara, with large leaves and yellow 
flowers. 


colubrid 00/. @ adj. of or relating to the large 


family Colubridae to which most non-venomous 
snakes belong. @ n. a snake of this family. [based on 
Latin coluber ‘snake’} 

columbine 7. < an aquilegia, 
esp. Aquilesia vulgaris, 
which has purple-blue 
flowers. [based on Latin 
columba ‘dove’, from the 
supposed resemblance of 

the flower to a cluster of 5 


doves| 
columbium 7. _— esp. 
(OKO MELUI EHO N. Amer. Metallurgy = srostut. 
(Aquilegia column 71. 1 Archil. ¥ an upright 
vulgaris) cylindrical pillar often slightly 


tapermg and usu. supporting an 
entablature or arch. > vacape. 2 a structure or part 
shaped like a column. 3 a vertical cylindrical mass of 
liquid or vapour. 4 a a vertical division of a page, 
chart, etc., contaming a sequence of figures or 
words. b the figures or words themselves. 5 a part of 
a newspaper regularly devoted to a particular 
subject. 6 an arrangement of troops or ships in 
successive lines, deep from front to rear but of 
narrow width. {from Latin colunma ‘pillar’] a colum- 
nar ad. columned ad). 


columnist /kol-iim-ist/ 7. a journalist contribut- 


ing regularly to a newspaper. 


colza n. = rare’. [from French kolza({)] 
coma 7. (~/. comas) a prolonged deep uncon- 


sciousness. {from Greek Aoma “deep sleep’ | 


comatose adj. 1 in a coma. 2 drowsy. 
comb e 7. 1 a toothed strip of rigid material for udy- 


ing or arranging the hair. 2 a part of a machine 
having a sumilar design or purpose. 3 the red fleshy 
crest of usu. a fowl. & cocKscoms. 4 a honeycomb. 
e@ v.f7. 1 arrange or tidy (the hair) by drawing a comb 


COLUMN 


The ancient Egyptians and Greeks first incorporated 
columns into architectural designs. There were 
orders, Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian, each with clearly 
defined conventions governing proportion and appear- 
ance. Roman and Renaissance architects unitated these, 


and devised two others: Composite and Tuscan. 


TYPES OF COLUMN 


| 
| » 


CORINTHIAN 


Doric: TONIC CoM 


G al row) 


YT ot 


1 plam 
round 
1 
ih | 


through. 2 curry (a horse). 3 dress (wool or flax) with 
a comb. 4 search (a place) thoroughly. 0 comb out 
1 udy and arrange (the hair) loosely by combing. 
2 remove with a comb. [Old English] 0 combed adj, 

combat e 7. a fight, struggle, or contest. @ v. (com- 
bated, combating) 1 ini, engage in combat. 2 #: 
oppose; fight against. [French| 

combatant e 7. a person engaged in fighting, 
e adj. 1 fighting. 2 for fighting, 

combat dress 7. W a soldier’s uniform worn for 
combat and field training, usu. of olive-green, 
camouflage, or khaki fabric. 


camouflage fabric 


shoulder strap r drawstring 


Velcro 


ich ae 
pene Jastening 


pocket 


COMBAT DRESS: US ARMY URBAN-PATTERN 
CAMOUFLAGE JACKET 


combative adj. ready to fight; pugnacious. 
oO combatively adi. combativeness 1. 

combat trousers /. loose trousers with large patch 
pockets halfway down each leg, typically made of 
hard-wearing cotton. 

combe var. of coon, 

comber 7. 1 a person or thing that combs, esp. a 
machine for combing cotton or wool very fine. 2a 
long curling wave; a breaker. 

combi . a machine etc. with a combined function 
or mode of action (often attrib: combi oven). 

combination 7. 1 the act or 
combining; the process of being combined. 2 a 
combined state (in combination with), 3 a combined 
set of things or people. 4a sequence of numbers or 
letters used to open a combination lock. 5 Brit. a 
motorcycle with sidecar attached. 6 (in p/.) a single 
undergarment for the body and legs. 7 Chem. a 
union of substances in a compound with new prop- 
erties, O combinational ad). 

combination lock 7. a lock that can be opened 
only by a specific sequence of movements. 


an instance of 


frieze 


ee 


———] 


cornice 


three 


capital 


architrave 


column 


= 


= = 


TUSCAN (AND ENTABLATURE) 


ai eA Ns} 


combustion chamber 


combine e wv. /kim-byn/ 1 tr, G intr. join together; 
unite for a common purpose. 2 f possess (esp. 
disparate qualities) in combination (combines charm 
and authority). 3 a intr. coalesce in one substance. b ¢r. 
cause to do this. ¢ ini form a chemical compound. 
e@ 7. /kom-byn/ a combination of esp. commercial 
interests to control prices etc. [based on Latin bin 
‘two’] G combinable ad). 

combine harvester 7. ¥ a mobile machine that 
reaps and threshes in one operation. 


threshing 
eplinder 


grain auger leading 
, £0 grain tank unloading 


auger 


conveyor leading 
to threshing 
. cylinder 


auger leading 
to conveyor 


reel feed for 


cutter bar 
COMBINE HARVESTER 


combing 7. 1 in senses of comp v. 2 (in pl.) hairs 
combed off. 

combing wool n. long-stapled wool, suitable for 
combing. 

combining form 7. Gram. a form of a word used 
(only) in compounds in combination with another 
element to form a word (e.g, Anglo- = English in Anglo- 
Insh, b1o- = life in biology, cde = killing in biocide). 


a Usage In this dictionary, combining form is used of 
an element that contributes to the particular sense 
of words (as with both elements of brography, as 
distinct from a prefix or suffix that adjusts the sense 
of or determines the function of words (as with 
un-, -able, and -ation). 


combo 2. (p/. -os) slang 1 a small jazz or dance 
band. 2 a combination; a combined unit. 

comb-over 7. a sirip of hair combed over a bald 
patch on a man’s head in an attempt to conccal it. 

combust 2/7 subject to combustion. [based on 
Latin combustus “burnt up’} 

combustible e adj. capable of or used for burning. 
@ 7. a combustible substance. o combustibility 7. 

combustion 7. 1 burning; consumption by fire. 
2 Chem. the development of light and heat from the 
chemical combination of a substance with oxygen. 
0 combustive adj. 

combustion chamber 7. W a space in which 
combustion takes place, e.g. of gases in a hoiler- 
furnace or fuel in an internal-combustion engine. 
D> INTERAAL-COMBUS LION ENGINI 


spark pl: 
petrol vapour ‘ata 


and air 


exhaust gases 


~*~ 


alel 


wale \ outlet valve 
electric sparh 


ignites fuel 


COMBUSTION CHAMBER (Or AN 
INTLRNAL-COMBLSTION ENGINE 


come 


come 2intr (past came, past part. come) 1 move, be 
brought towards, or reach a place thought of as 
near or familiar to the speaker or hearer (come and 
see me; the books have come). 2 reach or be brought to a 
specified situation or result (youll come to no harm; 
came to believe it; came into prominence). 3 extend to a 
specified point (the road comes within a mile of us). 
4 traverse or progress (with compl.: have come a long 
way). 5 a get to be in a certain condition (how: did you 
come to break your leg?\. b (of time) arrive in due 
course (the day soon came). 6 take or occupy a speci- 
fied position (i comes on the third page). 7 become 
perceptible or known (the church came into sight; it will 
come to me). 8 be available (comes in three sizes). 
9 become (with compl.: come loose). 10 (foll. by of, 
Jrom) a be descended from (comes of a rch family). 
b be the result of (that comes from complaining). 
11 (foll. by from) a originate im; have as its source. 
b have as one’s home. 12 collog. play the part of; 
behave like (with compl.: don’t come the bully with me). 
13 slang have a sexual orgasm. 14 (in subjunctive) 
collog. when a specified time is reached (come next 
month). 15 (also come, come!) (as ii.) expressing 
caution or reserve (come, it cannot be thai bad). as ... 
as they come typically or supremely so (is as dough 
as they come). come about happen; take place. 
come across I meet or find by chance (came across 
an ald jacket). 2 collog. be effective or understood; 
give a specified impression. 3 (foll. by wuth) slang 
hand over what is wanted, come again colloq. 
1 make a further effort. 2 (as wmper) what did you 
say? come along 1 make progress; move forward. 
2 (as umper.) hurry up. come and go 1 pass to and 
fro; be transitory, 2 pay brief visits. come apart 
fall or break into pieces; cisintegrate. come at 
1 reach, discover; get access to. 2 attack (came al me 
with a knife), come away 1 become detached or 
broken off (came away in my hands). 2 (foll. by zezth) be 
left with (a feeling, impression, etc.). come back 
1 return. 2 recur to one’s memory. 3 become fash- 
ionable or popular again. 4 .\. Amer. reply, retort. 
come before be dealt with by (a judge etc.). come 
between 1 interfere with the relationship of. 
2 separate; prevent contact between. come by 
1 pass; go past. 2 call on a visit (come by tomorroze'). 
3 acquire (came by a new bicycle). come clean sve 
CLEAN. come down I come to a place or position 
regarded as lower. 2 lose position or wealth (hay 
come down in the world). 3 le handed down by trad- 
ition or inheritance. 4 be reduced: show a down- 
ward trend (prices are coming down). 5 (foll. by against. 
in favour of, etc.) reach a decision or recommenda- 
tion (the report came down against change). 6 \foll. by to} 
signify basically; be dependent on (a factor) (?f comes 
down to who is willing to go). 7 (foll. by on) criticize 
harshly: punish. 8 (foll. by z7/h) begin to suffer from 
(a disease}. come for 1 come to collect or receive. 
2 attack (came for me with a hammer}. come forward 
1 advance. 2 offer oneself for a task, post, etc. 
come in I enter a house or room. 2 take a speci- 
fied position in a race etc, (came in third), 3 become 
fashionable or seasonable. 4 a have a useful role or 
function. b (with compl.) prove to be (came in handy). 
c have a part to play (here do I come in?). 5 be 
received (news has just come in). 6 begin speaking, esp. 
in radio transmission. 7 be elected; come to power. 
8 Cricket begin an innings. 9 \foll. by for) receive; be 
the object of (came im for much criticism). 10 (foll. by on) 
join (an enterprise etc.). LI tof a ude) turn to high 
tide, 12 (of a train, ship, or aircraft) approach its 
destination. 13 return to base (come in, number 9). 
come into I see senses 2, 7. 2 receive, esp. as heir, 
come near see NLAK. come of age see i. come 
off 1 collog. (of an action) succeed; be accom- 
plished. 2 ywith compl. fare; turn out (came off 
badhy, came off the winner; 3 be detached or detach- 
able drom.. 4 Brit. fall (from. 5 be reduced on 
subtracted trom LZ.) came off the price. come off it 
(as wpe.) collog. an expression of dishehel or refusal 
to accept another's opinion, behaviour, cle. come 
on 1 continue to come, 2 advance, esp. to attack. 
3 make progress: thrive (4 really conung on). 4 oll. by 


168 


comic opera 


to + infin.) Brit. begin (2 came on to rain). 5 appear on 
the stage, field of play, etc. 6 be heard or seen on 
television, on the telephone, etc. 7 arise to be 
discussed. 8 (as imper.) expressing encouragement. 
9 = come upon. come out Ll emerge; become known 
(it came out that he had left). 2 appear or be published 
(comes out every day). 3 a declare oneself as being for 
or against something; make a decision (came oul in 

Javour of joing). b openly declare something 
controversial (esp. that one is a homosexual). 4 Brit. 
go on strike. 5 a be satisfactorily visible in a photo- 
graph etc., or present in a specified way (the dog 
didn’t come out; he came out badly). b (of a photograph) 
be produced satisfactorily or in a specified way (only 
three have come out). 6 attain a specified result in an 
examination etc. 7 (of a stain etc.) be removed. 
8 make one’s debut in society. 9 (foll. by im) be 
covered with (came out in spots). 10 (of a problem) be 
solved. 11 (foll. by wzth) declare openly; disclose. 
come over 1 come from some distance or nearer 
to the speaker (came over from Paris; come over here). 
2 change sides or one’s opinion. 3 a (of a feeling 
etc.) overtake or affect (a person). b Brit. collog. teel 
suddenly (came over faint). 4 appear or sound in a 
specified way (you came over very well: the ideas came 
over clearly). come round (or US also around, 
1 pay an informal visit. 2 recover consciousness. 
3 be converted to another person’s opinion. 4 (of a 
date or regular occurrence) recur; be imminent 
again. come through 1 be successful; survive. 
2 be received by telephone. 3 survive or overcome 
(a difficulty) (came through the urdeal). come to 1 ,also 
refl.) recover consciousness. 2. Nau. bring a vessel to 
a stop. 3 reach in total; amount to, 4 Brit. collog. stop 
being foolish. 5 have as a destiny; reach (cehat is the 
world coming lo’). come to hand become available; 
be recovered. come to light see titi. come to 
nothing have no useful result in the end; fail. 
come to pass occur. come to rest cease moving. 
come to one’s senses see sENsi, come to that 
collog. m tact; if that is the case. come under 1 he 
classified as or among. 2 be subject to (influence or 
authority). come up 1 come to a place or position 
regarded as higher, 2 attain wealth or position (come 
up in the world). 3 a (of an issue, problem, ete.) arise; 
be mentioned or discussed. b (of an event etc.) 
occur, happen (coming up next on BBCT), 4 (often foll. 
by fo) a approach a person, esp. to talk. b (C'S also 
often foll. by oz) approach a specified time ete. (ds 
coming up to noon). 5 (foll. by to) match (a standard 
etc.). 6 foll. by wth) produce (an idea etc.), esp. in 
response to a challenge. 7 (of a plant etc.) spring up 
out of the ground, 8 become brighter (e.g, with 
polishing). come up against be faced with. come 
upon 1 imeet or find by chance. 2 attack by 
surprise. come what may no matter what 
happens. have it coming to one collog. be about 
to get one’s deserts. how come? collug. how did 
that happen? if it comes to that in that case. 
to come future; in the future (/he year fo cow; many 
problems were still to come). (Old English] 

comeback ». 1 a return to a previous (esp. success- 
ful) state. 2 s/ang a retaliation. 

comedian 7. 1 a humorous cntertamer. 2 an actor 
in comedy. 3 sfang a buffoon. 

comedienne 7. a {cmale comedian. 

comedist 7. a writer of comedies, 

comedown vi. 1 a loss of status: decline. 2 a dis- 
appomtinent. 

comedy ». (//. -ies; 1 a a play. film. etc., of an 
amusing character, usu. with a happy ending. b the 
venre consisting of works of this kind (cf re vonpy 
>, 2 an amusing incident or series of incidents in 
everyday life. 3 humour, esp. in a work of art. [from 
Greek komordia| 0 comedic wd). 


comedy of manners 2. satirical portrayal of 


social behaviour, esp. of the upper classes. 
come-hither a/fri.ddj. cullog. enticing, {irtatious. 
comely «dj. \comelier, comeliest) pleasant to 

look at. [Middle English] a comeliness 2. 
come-on #. s/aig a lure or enticement. 


comer 7. 1 a person who comes, esp. as an appli- 
cant, participant, etc. (offered the job to the first comer). 
2 collog. a person likely to be a success. 

comestible 7. (usu. in pl.) formal or joc. food. [based 
on Latin comedere comest- ‘to eat up’). 

comet 7. ¥ a small body of ice and dust moving 
around the solar system, visible in the night sky with 
a tail of gas and dust when near the Sun. [from 
Greek koméies ‘long-haired (star)’] G cometary ad. 


comet as 


comet’s surface heats u; : 
if p ice and dust 


on approach to Sun 


te, 


tail 
lengthens 


tail shrinks 
away from Sun 


COMET: ORBI'J OF A PERIODIC COMET IN 
PHE INNER SOLAR SYSTEM 


come-uppance 7. collog. one’s deserved fate (got his 
come-uppance). 

comfit 7. archaw a sweet consisting of a nut ete. 
coated in sugar. [based on Latin conficere confect- 
‘to prepare’ | 

comfort e 7. 1 consolation: relief in affliction. 2 aa 
state of physical well-being (/ive in comfort). B (usu. in 
pl.) things that make life easy or pleasant. 3 a cause 
of satisfaction (a comfort to me that you are here). 4 a 
person who consoles or helps one (he’s a conifort to her 
in her old age). @ v.tr. 1 sootheJn grief; console. 2 make 
comfortable (comforted by thewarmth of the fire). [from 
Late Latin confortare ‘to strvengthen’| 0 comforting 
adj. comfortingly ad. comfortless adj. 

comfortable adj. 1 giving ease (a comfortable bed). 
2 free from discomfort; at ease. 3 collog. having an 
adequate standard of Iwing. 4 having an easy 
conscience (did nol feel comfortable about going). 5 with 
a wide margin (a comfortable win). 0 comfortable- 
ness 7. comfortably ad. 

comforter 7. 1 a person who comforts. 2 Brit. a 
baby’s dummy. 3 archaic a woollen scarf. 4 .N. Amer 
a warm quilt. 

comfort station x. \. Amer euphem. a public lav- 
atory. 

comfrey n. (/)/. -eys) > 
a plant of the genus 
Symphytum (borage 
family), esp. S. offic’ 
nale, which has large 
hairy Jeaves and 
bell-shaped flowers. 
{from Latin conjerva 
‘a boiling together. 
healing’, referring to 
the plant's medicinal use] 
comfy «ad. (comfier, 
comfiest) collog. com- 
fortable. Oo comfily ade. 
comfiness n. 

comic @ adj. 1 of, or in 
the style of, comedy 
(comic opera). 2 causing or meant to 
cause laughter. e 7. La professional com- 
edian. 2 aa periodical mainly in the form 
of comne strips. b in p/.) C'S comic strips. [based on 
Greck komoy ‘merry-making’ | 

comical aq). funny. 0 comicality 7. comically adv. 
comic opera n. 1 an opera with much spoken 
dialogue, usu. with humorous treatment. 2 this 
genre. 


COMFREY 
(Symphytum 
officinale) 


Be ce 


comic strip 


comic strip 7. a series of drawings in a comic etc., 
telling a story. 

coming @ alirb.ad;. 1 approaching, next (the coming 
week). 2 of potential importance (a coming man). 
@ 2. arrival; approach. 0 coming and going (or 
comings and goings) activity, esp. intense. 

comity n. (p/. -ies) 1 civility; consideration of 
others. 2 a an association of nations etc. for mutual 
benefit. b (in full comity of nations) the mutual 
recognition by nations of the laws and customs of 
others. [based on Latin comis ‘courteous’ | 

comma 7. a punctuation mark (,) indicating a pause 
between parts of a sentence, or dividing items in a 
list, string of figures, etc. [from Greek komma 
‘clause’ | 

command e »./7, 1 give formal order or instructions 
to (commands us to obey; commands that it be done). 2 (also 
absol.) have authority over. 3 (often refl.) restrain, 
master. 4 gain the use of; have at one’s disposal 
(skill, resources, etc.). 5 deserve and get (respect 
etc.). 6 ALi/. dominate (a strategic position) from a 
superior height; look down over. en. 1 an order; an 
instruction. 2 mastery, control! (a good command of 
languages). 3 the exercise or tenure of authority, esp. 
naval or military (has command of this ship). 4 Mil.aa 
body of troops etc. (Bomber Command). b a district 
under a commander (Hestern Command). 5 Comput- 
ing a an instruction causing a computer to perform 
a basic function. b a signal initiating such an oper- 
ation. O in command of commanding. under 
command of commanded by. [from Late Latin 
commandare ‘to commend’ } 

commandant 7. a commanding officer. 0 com- 
mandantship 7. 

command economy 7%. = ?'!.\\yup LCONOMY. 

commandeer ».i7, 1 seize (men or goods) for mili- 
tary purposes. 2 take possession of without author- 
ity. [from Afrikaans kommanderen| 

commander 7. 1 a person who commands, esp.: 
a a naval officer next in rank below captain. b = 
WING COMMANDER, € an officer in charge of a London 
police distrigt. 2 (in full knight commander) a 
member of a higher class in some orders of knight- 
hood. 0 commandership 7. 

comimander-in-chief 7. (///. commanders-in- 
chief) the supreme commander, esp. of a nation’s 
forces. 

commanding adj. 1 dignified, exalted, impressive 
2 (of a hill etc.) giving a wide view. 3 (of an advan- 
tage, a position, etc.) controlling; superior (hay a 
commanding lead). commandingly ad: 

commandment »). a divine command. 

command module 7. the contol compartment in 
a spacecraft. 

commando 7. ( p/. -os) \fi/. 1 (often Commando 
aa unit of British amphibious shock troops. b a 
member of such a unit. c a sinular unit or member 
of such a unit elsewhere. 2 a a party of men called 
out for military service. b a body of troops 

Command Paper 7. (in the UK) a paper laid 
before Parliament by command of the Grown (in 
practice, by the Government). 

command performance ». (i the UK) a theatri- 
cal or film performance given by royal command. 

commedia dell’arte 7. an [talian kind of impro- 
vised comedy popular in the 16th-18th centuries, 
based on stock characters. [Italian, ‘comedy of art] 

commemorate 7/7, 1 celebrate in speech or writ- 
ing, 2 a preserve in memory by some celebration. 
b (of a stone, plaque etc.) be a memorial of. [based 
on Latin commemoratus ‘made menuon of’] 0 com- 
memoration /. commemorative ad). 

commence 2/7, G mir. formal begin. {from Old 
French com(mjencier| 

commencement 7. formal 1 a beginning. 2 esp. 
\. Amer. a ceremony of degree conlerment. 

commend 2/7, 1 entrust. commit (commends his soul 
to God). 2 praise. 3 (often refl.) recommend (:dea 
commends itself; has much to commend it). [based on 
Latin mandare ‘to entrust | 


COMMENSALISM 

Meaning ‘eating at the same table’, com- 
mensalism is a partnership between two 
species in which food is often involved. 
Usually, only one partner benefits, while the 
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COMMENSALISM BETWEEN 


commission agent 


other is unaffected. Remoras live commen- 
sally with sharks. The remora fastens itself 
to the shark as a means of free transport, 
and detaches itself temporarily to feed. 


_ nurse 
shark 


A NURSE SHARK AND A REMORA 


commendable adj. praiseworthy. 0 commend- 
ably adv. 

commendation 7. 1 an act of commending or 
recommending. 2 praise. 

commendatory ad. commending, recommending, 

commensal {v0/. @ adj. of, relating to, or exhibiting 
commensalism. @ 7. a commensal organism. [based 
on Latin mensa ‘table’| 0 commensality 7. 

commensalism 7. Biol, A an association between 
two organisms in which one benefits and the othe: 
derives neither benefit nor harm. 

commensurable ad. 1 (often foll. by wth, to) 
measurable by the same standard. 2 (foll. by to) 
proportionate to. 3 Math, (of numbers) in a ratio 
equal to the ratio of integeis. [from Late Latin 
commensurabilts| O commensurability n. com- 
mensurably ad 

commensurate ad). 1 (usu. foll. by with) having the 
same size, duration, etc. 2 proportionate. 0 com- 
mensurately adv. 

comment e 7. 1 aa remark, esp. critical (passed a 
comment on her hat). b commenting; criticism {Ai 
hehaviour aroused much comment). 2 an explanatory 
note (e.g. on a written text). @ cir I make (esp. 
critical) remarks {commented on her dress\. 2 toften fol. 
by on. upon) write explanatory Oo no 
comment collog. I decline to answer your ques- 
uion. [from Latin commentum “contrivance’| 0 com- 
menter 7, 


notes, 


commentary 7. (//. -ies) 1 a set of explanatory or 
critical notes on a text etc. 2 a descriptive spoken 
account (esp. on radio or television) of an event as 
it happens. 

commentate winir (often foll. by on) act as a 
Commentator, 

commentator 7. 1 a person who provides a 
commentarv on an event ete. 2 the writer of a 
commentary. 3 a person who writes or speaks on 
current events 

commerce 7. financial transactions, esp. the 
buying and selling of goods, on a large scale. [based 
on Latin merx mercis ‘merchandise’ | 

commercial e adj. 1 of, engaged in, or concerned 
with, commerce. 2 having profit as a primary aim 
rather than artistic etc. value; philisune. 3 (ol 
broadcasting) funded by advertismg. @ n. a tclevi- 
sion or radio advertisement. O commerciality 2. 
commercially ad: 

commercial art 7. art used in advertising, selling, 
cle 

commercialism 7. 1 the principles and practice of 
commerce. 2 (esp, excessive) emphasis on financial 
profit as a measure of worth. 

commercialize ¢./7, (also -ise) 1 exploit or spoul for 


profit. 2 make commercial. 9 commercializa- 
tion //. 

commercial traveller n. Br. a travelling sales- 
man or saleswoman who visits shops to get orders. 

commere 1. Bri. a female compére. [French] 

Commie ». slang derog a Communist. 

commination 7. the threatening of divine 
vengeance. [based on Latin comminari ‘to threaten’} 

comminatory adj. threatening, 

commingle 1/7, @ intr. literary mingle together. 

comminute /kom-i-newt/ v./7 1 reduce to small 
fragments. 2 divide (property) into small portions. 
[based on Latin mnuere minut- ‘to lessen’] 0 com- 
minution ”. 

commis 7. {//. same) a junior chef or Bri. waiter. 
[French, literally ‘entrusted’ | 

commiserate v.inir (usu. foll. by with) express or 
feel pity. [based on Latin commiseratus ‘pitied’| 
0 commiseration 7. commiserative ad). 

commissar 7. fist. un official of the Soviet 
Communist Party responsible for political educa- 
tion and organization. [related to commissary] 

commissariat 7. esp. .\fi/. 1 a department for the 
supply of food etc. 2 the food supplied. [related to 
COMMISSARY | 

commissary 7. (/)/. -ies) 1 a deputy or delegate. 
2 \. Amer aa restaurant in a film studio etc. b the 
food supplied. 3A. Amer. Mil. a store for the supply 
of food etc. to soldiers. [from medieval Latin 
commisarnus ‘person in charge’] 0 commissarial 
ad), commiussaryship n. 

commission e 7. 1 a the authority to perform a 
task or certain duties. b a person or group 
entrusted esp. by a government with such authority, 
¢ an instruction or duty given to such a group or 
person (their commission was to simplify the procedure). 
2 an order for something, esp. a work of art, to be 
produced specially. 3 Afi, a a warrant conferring 
the rank of officer in an army, navy, or air force. 
b the rank so conferred. 4 a the authority to act as 
avent for a company etc. in trade. b a percentage 
paid to the agent from the business obtained (Ais 
valary 1s low, but he gets 20% commission). 5 the act of 
committing {a crime, sin, etc.). 6 the office or 
department of a commissioner. @ z./7, L authorize on 
cmpower by a commission. 2 a give (an artist etc. 
a commission for a piece of work. b order (a work} 
to be written. 3 Vault, a give (an officer) the 
command of a ship. b prepare (a ship) for active 
service, 4 bring (a machine, equipment, etc.) into 
operation, 0 in commission (of a warship etc 
manned, armed, and ready for service. out of 
commission ,esp. of a ship) not in service; not in 
working order. [related to coma | 


comumnission agent 7. Bri/, a bookmaker. 


Lo9 


commissionaire 


commissionaire 7. esp. Brit. a uniformed door 
attendant at a theatre. cinema, ete, 
commissioner 7. 1 a person appointed by a 
commission to perform a specific task. 2 (esp. in 
titles) a person appomted as a member of a govern- 
ment commission (Civil Service Commissioner). 3 a 
representative of the supreme authority in a 
district, deparument, ete. 
Commissioner for Oaths 7. 4ri/. a solicitor 
authorized to administer an oath to a person 
making an affidavit. 
commissure 7, 1 a 
junction, joint, or 
seam. 2 Anal. ® the 
line where the upper 
and lower lips, or 
eyelids, meet. [from 
Latin commissura ‘junc- 
tion | O commis- 
sural ad). 
comunit »./ (committed, committing) 1 entrust 
or consign for: a safe keeping U/ commit him to_yow 
care). b treatment, usu. clestruction (committed the book 
to the flames). 2 perpetrate, do (esp. a crime, sin, o1 
blunder). 3 pledge, involve, or lind (esp. oneself’) to 
a certain course or policy. 4 (as committed ad.) 
a morally dedicated or politically aligned (a commit- 
ted Christian: committed to the cause). b obliged (to take 
certain action). O commit to memory learn (a 
thing) so as to be able to recall it. commit to 
prison consign officially to custody, esp. on 
remand, {from Latin committere “to yom. entrust’ 
0 committable ad. committer ». 


commisure F 


COMMISSURE 


commitment 7. I an engagement or obligation 
that restricts freedom of action. 2 the process or an 
instance of committing oneself. 

committal 7. 1 the act of committing a person to 
an institution, esp. prison or a psychiatric hospital. 
2 the burial of a corpse. 

committee 7. 1 a body of persons appointed for a 
specific function by, and usu. out of, a larger body. 
2 such a body appointed by Parliament etc. to 
consider the details of proposed legislation. 
3 ‘Committee: \in the 
Commons when sitting as a committee. 

committee man 7. ( /. committee woman a 


member of a committee, esp. a habitual member of 


committees. 


committee stage ». ri. the third of five stages of 


a bill’s progress through Parliament when it may be 
considered in detail ancl amendments mace. 
commode ». 1 a chest of drawers. 2 a a bedside 
table with a cupboard containing a chamber pot. 
ba chainber pot concealed in a chair with a hinged 
cover. [from Latin commodus ‘convenient | 
commodification ». the action of turning some- 
thing into, or treating somcthmg as, a (mere) 
commodity. 0 commodify «/r. |-1es, -ied). 
commodious «dj. roomy and comfortable. 0 com- 
modiously «:. commodiousness ». 
commodity 7, , //. -ies, 1 an article or raw mater- 
ial that can be bought ancl sole. 2 a useful thing. 
commodore 7. 1 a naval officer above a captain 
and below a rear acmiral. 2 the commander of a 
squadron or other division of a fleet, 3 the presi- 
dent of a vacht club. 
Commodore-in-Chief 7. Bri, the supreme officer 
in the Royal -Air Force. 
common e «ij. (commoner, commonest; | a 
occurring often (a common mistake. b ordinary: of 
ordinary qualitics: without special rank or position 
na common mind: common saldier: the comnwn people. 
2 ashared by, coming from, or done by, more than 
one ,commion know ledge: by common consents, b belong- 
ing to, open to, or aflecting, the whole community 
common land, 3 derag. low-class: inferior a@ commun 
little man. 4 of the most Lamiliar type (conmmen cold ;. 
5 Math. 


(conumon factar,. 


belonging to two or more quantities 
6 Giam.tol gender) referring to indi- 


viduals of cither sex .c.g. leaden. 7 Alus. having two 
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UK) the whole House of 


or four beats, esp. four crotchets, in a bar. @ 7. a 
piece of open public land, esp. in a village or town. 
Oo common ground a point or argument accepted 
by both sides in a dispute. common or garden 
Brit. collog. ordinary. in common | in joint use; 
shared. 2 of joint interest (have (ittle in common). 
in common with in the same way as. out of the 
common &rit. unusual. [from Latin communis] 
0 commonly ad. commonness ni. 
commonality n. (pl. -ies) 1 the sharing of an 
attribute, 2a common occurrence, 3 = COMMONALTY. 
commonalty 7. (//. -ies) 1 the common people, 
2 the general body (esp. of humankind). 3 a cor- 
porate body, 

common crier N. = TOWN CRILR. 

common denominator 7. 1 a common multiple 
of the denominators of several fractions. 2 a com- 
mon feature of members of a group. 

commoner 7. one of the common peuple, as 
opposed to the aristocracy. 

Common Era ». the Christian era. 

common law 7. law derived from custom and judi- 
cial precedent (cf. case Law, CIVIL LAW, SPATE TE LW). 

common-law husband 7. ( fem. common-law 
wife) a partner in a marriage recognized in some 
jurisdictions as valid by common law, though not 
brought about by a civil or ecclesiastical ceremony. 

Common Market 7. the European Community. 

common noun 7. (also common name) Gram. a 
naine denoting a class of objects or a concept as 
opposed to a particular inclividual (e.g. bay, chocolate, 
beauty). 

commonplace e ad. lacking originality: trite. 
e@ 7. 1 aan everyday saying; a platitude. b an ordi- 
nary topic of conversation. 2 anything usual or 
trite. [translation of Latin locus communis} O com- 
monplaceness ”. 

commonplace book //. a book into which notable 
extracts from other works are copied for personal 
LIne, 

Common Prayer n. the Church of England 
liturgy originally set forth in the Book of Gre 
Prayer of Edwi rd VI (1549), esp. as revised in 1662. 

common property 7. a thing known by most 
people. 

common room 1, esp. Bri! 1 a room in some 
colleges, schools, ete., which members may use for 
relaxation or work, 2 the members who use this. 

commons 7./)/, 1 (the Commons) = Horst. 01 
Commons. 2 the common people. 3. provisions 
shared in common. 

common salt see svi 7. |. 

common sense 7. sound practical sense. esp. in 
everyday matters. 

commonsensical adj. possessing or marked 
common sense. 

Common Serjeant 7. a circuit judge of the 
Central Criminal Court with duties in the City of 
London. 

common soldier see sou niin 7. 2. 

common stock 7:.p/..\..Lmen = ori yey suare. 

common valerian sce WwiLei\s |. 

common weal ». public wellare. 

commonwealth 1 an independent state or 
community, esp. a democratic republic. 2 (the 
Commonwealth) a tin full the Common- 
wealth of Nations) an association of the UR 
together with states that were previously part of the 
British Empire, and dependencies. b the repub- 
lican period of government in Britain 1649 60, 

common year sce yin 2 

commotion 77, 1 a confused and noisy disturbance 
or outburst. 2 loud and confusing noise. {from 
Latin canmotiol 

communal ¢/). 1 yelaung to or benefiting a comimu- 
nity; for common use (communal baths). 2. between 
diflerent esp. ethnic or religious communities 
conununal violence). 3 of a comniune, esp. the Paris 
Conimune. 0 communality 1. communally adi. 


community 


communalism ». 1 a principle of political organ- 
ization based on federated communes. 2 the prin- 
ciple of communal ownership etc. 

communalize ty, (also -ise) make communal. 
oO communalization 7. ; 

communard 7. 1 a member of a commune. 2 (also 
Communard) hist. a supporter of the Paris 
Commune (see commune! 3). [French] 

commune! /kom-yoon/ 2. 1 aa group of people 
sharing living accommodation, goods, etc. b a 
communal settlement esp. for the pursuit of shared 
interests. 2 the smallest French territorial division 
for administrative purposes. 3 (the Commune) 
the communalistic government in Paris in 1871. 
[from medieval Latin communia ‘things in common’ | 

commune? /k6-mewn/ wintr. (usu. foll. by with) 
1 speak intimately. 2 feel in close touch (with nature 
etc.). [from Old French comuner ‘to share’} 

communicable adj. (esp. of a disease) able to be 
passed on. 0 communicability 7. communic- 
ably adi. 

communicant 7, 1 a person who receives Holy 
Communion. 2 a person who imparts information. 

communicate 7. 1 /, a transmit or pass on by 
speaking or writing. b transmit (heat, motion, etc.). 
c pass on (an infectious illness). d impart (feelings 
etc.) non-verbally, 2 if succeed in conveying infor- 
mation, evoking under standing, ete. (he communicates 
well). 3 intr (often foll. by with) relate socially. 
4 inir. (of a room etc.) have a common door (my room 
communicates with yours). [based on Latin communicatus 
‘made common’) O communicator 7. com- 
municatory adj. 

communication 7. 1 a the act of imparting, esp. 
news. b an instance of this. ¢ the information etc. 
communicated. 2 a means of connecting different 
places. 3 social intercourse. 4 (in p/.) the science and 
practice of transmitting information. 

communication cord )-8ri/. a cord or chain that 
may be pulled to stop a txain in an emergency. 

communication satellite ». (also communica- 
tions satellite) an artificial satellite used to relay 
telephone circuits or broadcast programmes. 

communicative ad. ready to talk and impart 
information. 0 communicatively «ad. 

communion 7. 1 a shating, esp. of thoughts etc.; 
lellowship. 2 participation; a sharing in common 
(communion of interests). 3 (Communion, Holy 
Communion) a the Eucharist. b participation in 
the Communion service. 4 a body or ae within 
the Christian faith (the Anglican communion). [based 
on Latin communis “common | 

communiqué /k6-mew-ni-kay/ n. an official 
communication, esp. a news report. [French, ht- 
erally “communicated | 

communism 7. 1 a political theory advocating a 
society in which all property is publicly owned and 
each person is paid and works according to his or 
her needs and abilities. 2 (usu. Communism) 
a the communistic form of society established in 
the former USSR and elsewhere. b any movement 
or politic al doctrine advocating communism, esp. 
Marxism. [based on French 
commun “common | 

communist e 7. 1 a person advocating or practis- 
ing communism. 2 ;\Communist) a member of a 
Communist Party. @ ad. of or relating to com- 
munism (@ communis! play). 0 communistic adj. 

communitarian e ». a member of a communistic 
community. @ adj, of or relating to such a com- 
munity. 

community 7. (/)/. -ies) 1 all the people living in a 
specific locality. 2 a body of people having a reli- 
gion, a profession, ete.. in common (the immigrant 
communily). 3 fellowship: similarity (community of 
intcllect), 4 a monastic, socialistic, ete. commune. 
3 joint ownership or liability (community of goods). 
6 prec. by the) the public, 7 Evol. a group of animals 
or plants living or growing together in the same 
area. [from Latin communitas, related to COMMON] 
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COMPACT DISC 


Launched in 1982, compact discs (CDs) store 
sound as a sequence of millions of uny pits, 
which capture the sound wave as a series of 
digital codes. As the disc spins, the CD player 
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central hub 
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disc surface 
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DEMONSTRATION OF HOW A 
COMPACT DISC PLAYS . 


laser beam — 


uses a laser beam to read the sequence of pits, 
and recreates the original waveform from the 
digital codes. Once amplified, this waveform 
drives a loudspeaker, reproducing the sound. 


s compact 
disc 


SS 5 5 
\ direction of 
rotation 


photocell 


detecto) 


miniature 
laser 


community centre 7. a place providing social etc. 
facilities for a neighbourhood. 

community charge 7. /vst. (in the UK) a short- 
lived tax levied locally on every adult in a com- 
munity, replaced in 1993 by the council tax. 

community chest 7. a fund for charity and 
welfare work in a community. 

community college 7. esp. N. Amer a college 
providing further and higher education for 
members of the local community. 

community policing 2. policing by officers 
intended to have personal knowledge of the 
community which they police. 0 community 
policeman 7. 


i 


community service 7. work, esp. voluntary and 
unpaid, or stipulated by a community service order, 
in the community. 

community service order 7. Bri. an order for a 
convicted offender to perform a period of unpaid 
work in the community. 

community singing 7. singing by a large crowd or 
group, esp. of old popular songs or hymns. 

community worker 7. a person who works in a 
community to promote its welfare, 

commutable adj. 1 convertible mto money; 
exchangeable. 2 Law (of a punishment) able to be 
commuted. 3 within commuting clistance. 0 com- 
mutability 7, 

commutate v./7, Elect, 1 regulate the direction of 
fan alternating current), esp. to make it a direct 
current. 2 reverse the direction (of an electric 
current). [related to commute] 

commutation 7. 1 the act or process of commut- 
ing or being commuted (in legal and exchange 
senses). 2 Electr: the act or process of commutating 
or being commutated. 3 Afath. the reversal of the 
order of two quantities. 

commutative adj. 1 relating to or involving substi- 
tution. 2 Math. unchanged in result by the mter- 
change of the order of quantities. 

commutator 2. Elecir. a device for reversing elec- 
tric current. 

commute 7. 1 ini. travel some clistance to and from 
one’s daily work. 2 ¢r (usu. foll. by 40) Law change (a 
judicial sentence etc.) to another less severe. 
3 tr (often foll. by ito, for) change (one kind of 
payment) for another. 4 é a exchange; interchange. 
b change (to another thing). [based on Latin mutar 
‘to change’ | 

commuter 7. a person who commutes to work. 

compact! e@ adj. /k6m-pakt/ 1 closely or neatly 
packed together. 2 small and economically 
designed. 3 concise. 4 (esp. of the human body) 
small but well-proportioned. @ utr /k6m-pakt/ 
1 join or press firmly together. 2 condense. 
en. /kom-pakt/ 1 a small flat case for face powder. 


_companionate ad). 1 well-suited: 


2.N. Amer, a medium-sized motor car. [from Latin 
compactus ‘put together closely’] 0 compaction 7. 
compactly ad:. compactness 7. compactor 7. 

compact? /kom-pakt/ n. an agreement or con- 
tract. [from Latin compactum] 

compact disc 7. Aa disc on which information or 
sound is recorded digitally and reproduced by 
reflection of laser light. 

compadre /kom-pah-dri/ 7. (p/. compadres) 
esp. US collog. a friend, companion. {Spanish, liter- 
ally ‘godfather’] 

companion! x. 1 a a person who accompanies, 
associates with, or shares with, another. b a person 
employed to live with and assist another. 2 a hand- 
book or reference book. 3 a thing that matches 
another. 4 (Companion) a member of the lowest 
grade of some orders of knighthood (Companion of 
the Bath). {from Latin, literally ‘one who breaks 
bread with another’ | 

companion® 7. .Vaul. 1 a raiscd frame with 
windows let into the quarterdeck of a ship to allow 
light into the cabins etc. below. 2 = comenionway. 
[from obsolete Dutch kompanje ‘quarterdeck’| 

companionable adj. sociable, friendly. 
O companionableness n. compan- 
ionably adv 


(of clothes) matching. 2 of or 
like a companion. 

companion-in-arms /. a 
fellow soldier. 

companion ladder 7. a 
ladder from a deck to a cabin. 

companionship #. good fellow- 
ship; friendship. 

companionway 7. 4 staircase (o a 
cabin. 

company 71. (//, -ies) 1 aa number of people 
assembled. b guests or a guest (am expecting company). 
2 companionship, esp. of a specific kind enjoys lowe 
company; do not care for his company). 3 a commercial 
business. 4 a troupe of actors or entertainers. 
5 Afi. a subdivision of an infantry battalion. 6 Bri. 
a group of Guides. d in company not alone. in 
company with together with. keep company 
(often foll. by zevth) associate habitually. keep (or 
archaic bear) a person company remain with a 
person to be sociable. part company (often foll. 
by with) cease to associate. [from Old French 
compailg)ne| 


company car 7. a car provided by a company for 
the business and usu. private use of an employee. 

comparable adj. 1 (often foll. by with) able to be 
compared. 2 (often foll. by fo) fit to be compared: 
worth comparing. OQ comparability 1. compar- 
ableness 7. comparably ad: 


compatible 


m Usage The use of comparable with fo and with 
corresponds to the senses at compare, lo is more 
common, 


comparative e adj. 1 perceptible by comparison; 
relative (in comparative comfort). 2 ecsumated by 
comparison (the comparative merits of the to ideas). 3 of 
or involving comparison (a comparative study). 
4 Gram. (of an adjective or adverb) expressing a 
higher degree of a quality (e.g. braver; more fiercely) 
(ef. posrrive adj. 3b, suveriarive adj. 2), @ n. Gram. 1 the 
comparative expression or form of a word, 2 a 
word in the comparative. 0 comparatively adv 

compare ev. 1 & (usu. foll. by 40) express simi- 
larities in; liken (compared the landscape (o a painting). 
2 tv: (often foll. by to, with) esumate the similarity or 
dissimilarity of (compared radio with television; that lacks 
quality compared to thas). 3 itr (often foll. by wzth) bear 
comparison (compares favourably with the rest). @ n. liter- 
ary comparison (beyond compare). Q compare notes 
exchange ideas or opinions. [based on Latin par 
‘equal’] 


a Usage In sense 2 fo and wvih are generally inter- 
changeable, but wz often implies a greater 
element of formal analysis. 


comparison 7. 1 the act or an instance of compar- 
ing. 2 a simile or semantic illustration. 3 capacity 
for being likened; similarity (there's no comparison). 
4 (in full degrees of comparison) Gram. the posi- 
tive, comparative, and superlative forms of adjec- 
tives and adverbs. g bear (or stand) comparison 
(often foll. by with) be able to be compared 
favourably. beyond comparison I totally differ- 
ent in quality. 2 greatly superior; excellent. im (or 
by) comparison with compared to. 

compartment 7. I a space within a larger space, 
separated from the rest by partitions. 2 .Vaul. a 
watertight division of a ship. [based on Late Latin 
compartir’ ‘to divide’|] 0 compartmentation 7. 

compartmental adj. consisting of or relating to 
compartments or a compartment. Q compart- 
mentally ade. 

compartmentalize vir (also -ise) divide into 
compartments or categories. 0 compartmental- 
ization /. 

compass e 7. | (in [ull magnetic compass) < an 
instrument showing the direction of magnetic 

north and bearings from 


Hpoyee it (see also GYROGOMPASS). 
2 : 4 ; 
ation 2 (usu. in pl.) (also pair 


of compasses sing) 


v7, 1 
- an instrument for 
needle poinis taking measure- 
north 


ments and describ- 
ing circles, with 
two arms connect- 
ed at one end by a 


~ cardinal 
point (east) 


~ pivol movable joint. 3 a 
circumference or 
bounclarv. 4 area. 

COMPASS 


extent, scope, range. 
@ v.lr. literary 1 hem in. 
2 grasp mentally. [from Old 
French compas ‘measure, pair of compasses’] 
0 compassable ad). 
compassion 7. pity inclining one to help or be 
merciful. [from ecclesiastical Latin compassio| 
compassionate adj. sympathetic, pitying. O com- 
passionately ad. 
compassionate leave 7. 
vrounds of bereavement ete. 
compatible e adj. 1 (often foll. by wzth; a able to 
coexist: well-suited; mutually tolerant. b consistent 
(their views are nol compatible with their actions). 2 -of 
equipment ete.) capable of being used in combina- 
tion. @ 7. (usu. in comb.) Computing a piece of equip- 
ment that can use sofeware etc. designed tor 
another brand of the same equipment (/BAL compat 
thles). {from medieval Latin compatibilis| 0 compati- 
bility x. compatibly ad: 


leave granted on 


compatriot 


compatriot 7. a fellow countryman. {from Late 
Latin compatriota] 0 compatriotic adj. 

compeer 7. I an equal; a peer. 2 a comrade. [from 
Old French comper| 

compel 1. /r, (compelled, compelling) I (usu. foll. 
by ¢o + infin.) force, constrain. 2 bring about (an 
action) by force (compel submission). 3 (as com- 
pelling adj.) rousing strong interest, attention, 
conviction, or admiration. [basecl| on Latin pellere 
‘to drive’] 0 compellingly adv. 

compellable ad. Law (of a witness etc.) that may 
be made to attend court or give evidence. 

compendious adj. (esp. of a book etc.) compre- 
hensive but fairly brief. [from Latin compendiosus 
‘brie(] G compendiously adv. compendious- 
ness 1. 

compendium ». (//. compendiums or com- 
pendia) 1 esp. Bri/. a usu. one-volume handbook 
or encyclopedia. 2 a a summary or abstract of a 
larger work. b an abridgement. 3 (in _ full 
compendium of games) a collection of games 
in a box. [Latin, literally ‘what is weighed 
together’ | 

compensate 7, 1 #7, (often foll. by for) recompense (a 
person) (compensated him for his loss). 2 intr. (usu. foll. 
by jor) make amends (compensated for the insult). 
3 fr counterbalance; make up for; make amends 
for. 4 intr. Psychol. offset a disability or frustration by 
development in another direction. [based on Latin 
compensalus ‘counterbalanced’] O compensative 
adj. compensator 7. compensatory ad). 
compensation 7. 1 a the act of compensating. 
b the process of being compensated. 2 something, 
esp. money, given as a recompense. 3 .\. Amer a 
salary or wages. O compensational ad). 
compére Sri. @ n. a person who mtroduces and 
links the artistes in a varietv show etc. @ 7. 1. act as 
a compere to. 2 mir act as compere. [French, liter- 
ally ‘godfather’ | 

compete ¢.nir. 1 often toll. by wrth, against a person, 
for a thing) strive for superiority or supremacy 
(compete for the job). 2 \often foll. by in) take part (in a 
contest etc.). [from Latin competere, in late sense “to 
strive after something) | 

competence /, (also competency) 1 (often foll. by 
for, or fo + infin.) ability; the state of bemg compe- 
tent. 2 Law the legal capacity (of a court, a magis- 
trate, ete.) to deal with a matter. 

competent ad. 1 a (usu. foll. by fo + infin. or for) 
adequately qualified or capable (not competent to 
drive, b effective (a competent batsman). 2 Law of a 
judge, court, or witness) legally qualified or qualify- 
ing. [from Latin compeleni- *bemg fit or proper’} 
O competently ad: 

competition 1. 1 (often loll. ly for) competing, esp. 
in an examination, in trade. ete. 2 an event or 
contest in which people compete. 3 a the people 
compcung against a person. b the opposition they 
represent. 

competitive ai). L involving, offered for, or by 
compeution (compelilive game). 2 .of prices ete.) low 
enough to compare well with those of rival traders, 
3 of a person to win. 
oO competitively «di. competitiveness /. 


having a strong urge 


competitor 7. 1 a person who competes. 2 a rival. 
esp. In business or commerce. 

compilation 7. 1 a the act of compiling. b the 
process of being compilecl. 2 something compiled, 
esp. a book ete. of separate articles, stories, etc 

compile 7./: 1 a collect into a_ list, 
volume, etc. b make up ya volume ete., from such 
material. 2 Computing produce ‘a machine-coded 
form of a high-level program,. [from Old French 
compiler | 


material 


compiler n. 1 Computing a program for translating a 
high-level programming language into machine 
code, 2 a person who compiles 

complacent adj, 1 smugly self-satisfied. 2 calmly 
content. [from Latin complacent pleasing’ | 0 compla- 
cence 7. complacency 7. complacently «cd 


m Usage Complacent should not be confused with 
cotnplavat. 


complain winiz 1 (often foll. by about, at, or that + 
clause} express dissatisfaction. 2 (foll. by of) 
a announce that one is suffermg from (an ailment) 
(complained of a headache). b state a grievance 
concerning (complained of the delay). [from medieval 

satin complangere “to bewail’}| 0 complainer 2. 
complainingly adv. 

complainant 7. Law a plaintiff in certain lawsuits. 

complaint 7. 1 aa grievance or cause for dissatis- 
faction (J have no complaints). b a statement of dissat- 
isfaction (make a complaint). 2 an ailment or illness. 

complaisant ad). 1 deferential. 2 willing to please; 
acquiescent. [French] 0 complaisance i. 


a Usage Complaisant should not be confused with 
complacent. 


compleat archaic var. of ComPLert. 

complement e )). 1 a 
something that com- 
pletes. b one of two 
things that go together. 
2 ‘often full comple- 
ment: the full number 
needed to man a ship 
etc. 3 Gram. a word or 
phrase added to a verb 
to complete the predi- 
cate of a sentence. 
4 Geom. » the amount 
by which an angele is 
less than 90°. @ vir 1 complete. 2 form a comple- 
ment to (the scarf complements her dress). [from Latin 
complementum| OQ complemental ad). 

complementarity 1. (//. -ies) a complementary 
relationship or situation, 


complement 
(60°) 


30° angle 


COMPLEMENT 


OF A300) ANGLE 


complementary ad. 1 completing; forming a 
complement. 2 (of two or more things) comple- 
menting each other. 0 complementarily ad: 
complementariness /. 

complementary angle ». cither of two angles 
making up 90°. 

complementary colour 7. a colour that, 
combmed with a given colour, makes white or black. 

complementary medicine 7, = \LreKNaAti\). MEDI 
CINE 

complete e ad. 1 having all its parts; entire. 
2 finished. 3 of the maximum extent or degree (a 
complete surprise, a complete stranger). @ 7.t7. 1 finish. 
2a make whole or perfect. b make up the amount 
of (completes the quota). 3 fill in the answers to (a ques- 


uonnaire ctc.). 4 (usu. absol.) Law conclude a sale of 


property. 0 complete with having (as an impor- 
tant accessory) (romes complete certh instructions). [from 
Latin completus ‘fled up’] 0 completely ad:. com- 
pleteness 7. completion 1. 

completist 7. an obsessive or indiscriminate col- 
lector. 

complex e 7. 1 a building. a series of rooms, a 
network, etc. made up of related parts. 2 Psychol. a 
related group of usu. repressed feelings or thoughts 
which cause abnormal behaviour or mental states 
mferrority complex, Ovedipus compler;. 3 (in general use) 
a preoccupation or obsession (has a complex about 
punctuality), @ adj. 1 consisting of related parts: 
composite, 2 complicated (a complex problem). [from 
Latin cumplerus “embracing, interwoven’| a com- 
plexity 1. | p/. -ies). complexly «ad: 

complexion 7. 1 the natural colour, texture, ancl 
appearance of the skin, esp. of the face. 2 an aspect; a 
character ( fués a different complexion on the matter\, [from 
Latin complevio ‘combination, physical conformation | 
Oo complexioned «dj. (also in com. 

compliance 1. 1 the act or an instance of comply- 
ing. 2 unworthy acqitiescence. 0 in compliance 
with according to (a wish, command, etc,). 

compliant ad). disposed to comply: yielding. obedi- 
cnt. 0 comphiantly «dz 


composite 


complicate wf, & intr, 1 (often foll. by with) make or 
become difficult, confused, or complex. 2 (as 
complicated ad.) complex; intricate. [based on 
Latin complicatus ‘folded together’) Oo compli- 
catedly adv. complicatedness 7. 

complication 7. 1 a an involved or confused 
condition or state. b a complicating circumstance; 
a difficulty, 2 .\fed. a secondary disease or condition 
aggravating a previous one. 

complicity 2. [based on Late Latin complex conplicis 
‘closely connected’] partnership in a crime or 
wrongdoing, 0 complicit ad). 

compliment e 7. 1 a a spoken or written expres- 
sion of praise. b an act or circumstance implying 
praise (dheir success was a compliment to thetr efforts). 2 (an 
pl.) a formal grectings, esp. as a written accompani- 
iment to a gift etc. (zeth the compliments of the manage- 
ment). b praise (my compliments to the cook}. @ v.tr. (often 
foll. by on) congratulate; praise. 0 pay a compli- 
ment to praise. return the compliment | give 
a compliment in return for another, 2 retaliate or 
recompense in kind. [based on Latin complere ‘to 
fulfil’ (the requirements of courtesy)] 

complimentary ad. 1 expressing a compliment; 
praising. 2 (of a ticket for a play etc.) given free of 
charge. 

compliments slip 7. esp. Bri, a printed slip of 
paper sent with a gift etc., esp. from a business firm. 

compline ». Ecc. the oflice of the seventh canonical 
hour of prayer, originally said at the end of the day. 
[based on Old French comple (fem.) ‘completed’] 

comply ».iniz, (-1es, -ied) (vften foll. by wzth) act in 
accordance (with a wish, command, etc.). [from 
Latin complere “to fill up, fullil’] 

component e 7. 1 a part of a larger whole, esp. part 
of a motor vehicle, 2 .\ath. one of two or more 
vectors equivalent to a given vector. @ adj. being part 
of a larger whole (assembled the component parts). [from 
Latin component- ‘composing’| 0 componential ad). 

comport w.re/l. usu. [ery conduct oneself; behave. 
[from Latin comporlare “to carry together] 0 com- 
portment i, 

compos ad). = COMPOS MENTIS, 

compose v. 1 a #7, construct or create (a work of art, 
esp. literature or music). b intz compose music. 
2 fr constitute; make ap (six tribes which composed the 
German nation). 3 tr. order, arrange (composed the group 
for the photographer). 4 t. a (often refl.) calm; settle. 
b (as composed adj.) calm, settled. 5 / settle (a 
dispute ete.). 6 t Printing a ¥ set up (type) to form 
words and blocks of words, b set up (a manuscript 
etc.) in type. 0 composed of made up of; consist- 
ing of. [from French composer] 0 composedly adv. 


m Usage In sense 2. compose is preferable to comprise 
(see Usage Note at comprise). 


block of tvpe 


after chasi 


furniture | quoin key 


COMPOSE: [YPE COMPOSED IN 
\ PRINIER'S FORME 


composer 7. a person who coinposes \esp. music). 
composite /kom-p6-zit/ @ adj. 1 made up of vari- 
ous parts: blended. 2 (Composite) Arhi/. of the 
lifth classical order of architecture, consisting of elem- 
ents of the Ionic and Corinthian orders. & cousin. 


composition 


« a disc-florets 3 Bot. of the plant 
' (small flowers family Composi- 
in a head) tae. en. 1 a thing 


made 
several parts or 
elements. 2 Bot. < 
a plant of the 
family | Compos- 
itae, having many 
small flowers form- 
ing one bloom, e.g. 
the daisy. 3 /kom- 
po-zyt/ Poltt. a reso- 
lution composed of two or more 
related resolutions. @ z.f. /kom-p6-zyt/ 
Polit. amalgamate (two or more related 
resolutions). [from Latin compositus ‘put 
together |] 0 compositely adv. compositeness 7. 
composition 7. 1 a the act of putting together; 
formation or construction. b something so composed; 
a mixture. ¢ the constitution of such a mixture. 2 aa 
literary or musical work. b the act or art of producing 
such a work. c an essay, esp. written by a schoolchild. 
d an artistic arrangement (of parts of a picture, 
subjects for a photograph, ete.). 3 {often atirib) a 
compound artificial substance. 4 Printing the setting- 
up of type. 6 Gram. the formation of words into a 
compound word. 0 compositional ad}. compos- 
itionally adv. 
compositor 7. Printing a person who sets up type 
for printing. 
compos mentis ad. having control of 
one’s mind; sane. [Latin] 


2 ray-floret 


COMPOSITE 
FLOWER: WALL DAISY 
(Erigeron karvinskianus) 


compost e 7. la mixed manure, esp. of 
organic origi. b a loam soil or 
other medium with added compost, 
used for growing plants. 2 a mixture 
of ingredients (a rich compost of lies 
and innuendo). @ v.tr. 1 treat (soil) 
with compost. 2 make (manure, 
vegetable matter, etc.) mto com- 
post. [felated to comrosrre] 

compost heap 7. a layered pile of 
garden refuse, soil, etc., which 
decays to become cornpost. 

composure 7, a tranquil manner; 
calmness. 

compote 7. fruit preserved or 
cooked in syrup. [French| 

compound! e 7. /kom-pownd/ 1 a 
mixture of two or more things, qualities, 
etc. 2 (also compound word) a word made 
up of two or more existing words. 3 Chem. a 


substance formed from two or more 


COMPUTER 


Developed in the Second World War 
(1939 45), computers are currently 
composed of four basic parts: an input unit, 
such as a keyboard, which feeds data into 
the computer; a central processing unit 
(CPU), which performs the computer's 
tasks; an output unit, such as a monitor, 
which displays the results; and a memory 
unit for storing information and instructions. 


monitor 


keyboard | mouse 


up of 


COMPOUND 
LEAF OF A 
ROWAN TREE 


speaker 


system unit 


computer 


elements chemically united in fixed proportions. 
@ adj. /kom-pownd/ 1 a made up of several ingre- 
cients. b consisting of several parts. 2 combined; 
collective. 3 Zool. consisting of individual organisms. 
@ vi, /k6m-pownd/ 1 mix or combine (ingredients, 
ideas, motives, etc.) (grief compounded with fear). 
2 increase or complicate (difficulties etc.) (anxiety 
compounded by discomfort). 3 make up (a composite 
whole). 4 Law a condone (a liability or offence) in 
exchange for money etc. b forbear from prosecuting 
(a felony) from private motives. 5 combine (words or 
elements) into a word. [from Latin componere ‘to put 
together’ | 0 compoundable aq). 

compound’ /kom-pownd/ n. 1 a large open 
enclosure for housing workers etc., esp. miners in 
S. Africa. 2 an enclosure, esp. in India, China, etc., 
in which a factory or a house stands. 3 a large 
enclosed space in a prison or prison 
camp. [from Malay] 

compound eye 7. >» 
an eye consisting of 
numerous visual 
units, as found 
in insects and 


coniwal 
lens 


cuticular 


crustaceans lens 
(cf. siMPLe EYE). 
[> INSLOT 
compound rhabdome 
fracture 7. a 
fracture in which — cutzcle 
a bone pierces the 
skin, causing a risk of 
Sites COMPOUND EYE: 
infection. Bap tee 2 
CROSS-SECTION OI 
compound INSECT EYE. 


interest 7. inter- 
est payable on both capital and the accu- 
mulated interest (cf. simpLe INTEREST). 
compound leaf 7. <4 leaf consisting 
of several leaflets. 
compound sentence 7. a sentence 
with more than one subject or predicate. 
comprehend «/;, 1 grasp mentally; 
understand. 2 mclude; take in. [from 
Latin comprehendere| 
comprehensible adj. that can be 
understood; intelligible. o compre- 
hensibility 7. comprehensibly 
ade, 
comprehension 7. 1 a the act or 
capability of understanding, b Brit. a text 
with questions designed to test understand- 
ing of it. 2 inclusion. 
comprehensive @ ad). 1 complete; includ- 
ing all or nearly all elements, aspects, etc. (a 


leaflet 


power supply . 


a 
Sone 


\ 


( 


_ CD-ROM drive 


_ disk drive 


hard dish 
video 
card 


moden 


bus — 


random-access 2 

EOS, \ central 
processing 
unil 


motherboard 7 


CUTAWAY VIEW OF A COMPUTER 


comprehensive grasp of the subject). 2 (of motor vehicle 
insurance) providing complete cover. @ x. (in full 
comprehensive school) Brit. a secondary school 
for children of all abilities. 0 comprehensively 
adv, comprehensiveness 71. 

compress e wi, /kém-press/ 1 squeeze together. 
2 bring into a smaller space or shorter time. e n. 
/kom-press/ a pad pressed on to part of the body to 
relieve inflammation, stopbleeding, etc. [from Late Latin 
compressare ‘to keep pressing together’] Dcompress- 
ible adj. compressibility n. compressive ad). 

compressed air 7. air at more than atmospheric 
pressure. 

compression 7. 1 the act of compressing or being 
compressed, 2 the reduction in volume (causing 
an increase in pressure) of the fuel mixture m an 
internal-combustion engine before ignition. 

compressor 7. an instrument or device for 
compressing, esp. a machine used for 
increasing the pressure of air or other 
gases, C AIR CONDITIONING 

comprise », 1 é consist of, be made up 

of; contain (the book comprises 350 pages). 
2 ix. disp. make up, compose. 3 és (in passive, 


foll. by of ) dsp. consist of. 4 intr. (fol. by of ) 


(fem.) ‘comprehended’] 0 com- 
prisable adj. 


a Usage The use of comprise in 
senses 2 and 3 is still regarded as 
non-standard by some people and its 

use in sense 4, formed on analogy with 

consist of, is especially frowned upon. 

More acceptable alternatives are consist of, 
be composed of, or simply comprise without of (as in 
sense 1). 


AN 


compromise /kom-pr6o-myz/ @ 7. 1 the settle- 
ment of a dispute by mutual concession. 2 (often 
foll. by between) an intermediate state between 
conflicting opinions, actions, etc., reached by 
mutual concession. @ v. 1 mér, settle a dispute by 
mutual concession. 2 ¢ bring into disrepute or 
danger esp. by indiscretion or folly. [from Late 
Latin compromissum ‘bound together in a promise’] 
O compromiser 7. compromiusingly adu, 
comptroller /k6n-troh-ler/ n. a controller (used 
in the title of some financial officers) (Compiroller and 
Audilor General). [variant of conTRoLer] 
compulsion 7. 1 a constraint; an obligation. 
2 Psychol. an iwresisuble urge to behave in a certain 
way, esp. against one’s conscious wishes. 0 under 
compulsion because one is compelled. [from 
Late Latin compulsio, related to compet] 


compulsive adj. 1 compelling. 2 resulting or acting 
from, or as if from, compulsion (a compulsive 
gambler). 3 irresistible (compulsive vieweing). O compul- 
sively ad. compulsiveness 1. 

compulsory «dj. required by law or a rule. 0 com- 
pulsorily adv. compulsoriness /. 

compulsory purchase n. Bri. the enforced pur- 
chase of land or property by a local authority etc., 
for public use. 


compunction 7. (usu. with neg) 1 the pricking of 
the conscience; remorse. 2 slight regret; a scruple. 
[from ecclesiastical Latin compunctio ‘sting of 
conscience | 

computation 7. I the act or an instance of reck- 
oning; calculation. 2 the use of a computer. 3 a 
result obtained by calculation. 0 computational 
adj. computationally ado. 

compute v. I 7 (often foll. by that + clause) reckon 
or calculate (a number, an amount. etc.). 2 itr: 
make a reckoning, esp. using a computer. [from 
Latin computare|] O computable adj. comput- 
ability vv. 

computer 7. l <a usu. electronic device for storing 
and processing data (usu. in bimary form), accord- 
ing to instructions given to it ina variable program 
2 a person who computes or makes calculations 


computerate 


computerate ad). = COMPUTER-LITERATL. 

computerize vf, (also -ise) 1 equip with a 
computer; install a computer in. 2 store, perform, 
or produce by computer, 0 computerization 7. 

computer-hterate ad able to use computers; 
familiar with the operation of computers. 

computer science 7. the study of the principles 
and use of computers. 

computer virus 7. a hidden code within a 
computer program intended to corrupt a system or 
destroy data stored in it. 

comrade 1. 1 (also comrade-in-arms) a a work- 
mate, friend, or companion, b a fellow soldier ete. 
2 Polit. a fellow socialist or communist. [from Span- 
ish camarada ‘room-mate’}| 0 comradely adj. com- 
radeship 1. 

Comsat n. propr. a communication satellite. 

con! slang @ n. a confidence trick. @ uf, (conned, 
conning) swindle; deceive (conned him into thinking he 
had won). |jabbreviation | 

con’ @ x. (usu. in pl.) a reason against. @ prep. & adv. 
against (cf. pro®). [from Latin contra ‘against’ } 

con® n. slang a convict. [abbreviation] 

con? »./z, (US conn) (conned, conning) .Vau/. direct 
the steering of (a ship). [from Latin conducere ‘to 
conduct’ | 

con® »./; (conned, conning) archaic study, learn by 


heart (conned his part well). [Middle English, form of 


CAN | 

con amore adi. 1 with devotion or zeal. 2 Vu. 
tenderly. {Italian ‘with love’] 

con brio adv. Afus. with vigour. [Italian] 
concatenate e »./7. link together (a chain of events, 
things, etc.). @ adj. joined; linked. [from Late Latin 
concatenalus ‘linked together’] 0 concatenation 7. 

concave adj. having an outline or surface curved 
like the interior of a circle or sphere icf. conviy). 
[based on Latin cavus “hollow’] 0 concavely adi. 
concavity 1. 

conceal vtx 1 (often toll. by from) keep secret 
(concealed her motive from him). 2 not allow to be seen: 
hide. [from Latin concclae] O concealer 7. con- 
cealment ». 

concede ?./7. 1 a (often foll. by hat + clause) adimit (a 
defeat etc.) to be true conceded that his work was inad 
equate). b admit defeat in. 2 (often foll. by fe) grant 
or surrender (a right, points in a game, etc.). 3 Sport 
fail to prevent an opponent from scoring (a goal 
etc.) or winning {a match etc.). [based on Latin 
cedere “to yield’| G conceder n. 

conceit 7. 1 personal vanity; pride. 2 /iterary a a far- 
fetched comparison. b a fanciful notion, [based on 
conceive, Influenced by decezt, deceive, etc.| 

conceited adj, vain, proud. O conceitedly adi. 
conceitedness 7. 

conceivable ad). capable of being grasped or im- 
agined; understandable. O conceivability 2. 
conceivably adi: 

conceive @ 1 infix become pregnant. 2 tf become 
pregnant with (a child). 3 /: (often foll. by thal + clause} 
a imagine, fancy, think. b vusu. in passive) formulate, 
express (a belief, a plan, ctc.). 0 conceive of form in 
the mind; imagine. [from Lat ronripere ‘to take 
together | 

concentrate e @ bmn often foll. by on, 
upon, focus one’s attention or mental 
ability. 2 / bring together (troops, 
power, attention, etc.) to one pomt. 

3 f increase the strength of (a solution 
ete.) by removing water or other cliluting 
agent. 4 /: (as concentrated ad)., (of hate 
ctc.) Intense, strong. @ 7. a concentrated 
substance, [from French concenfrer| 0 concen- 
tratedly ad:. concentrative «adj. concentra- 

tor /). 

concentration 7. I the act or power of focusing 
one’s attention or mental abtlity. 2 the act of 
gathering or bringing together 3 something so 
weathered. 4 Chem. a the act of strengthening a solu 
tion by the removal of solvent. b the strength of a 


174 


concord 


solution, esp. the 
amount of solute per 
unit volume of solution. 
concentration camp 
n. a camp for the 
detention of political 
prisoners etc., esp. in 
Nazi Germany. 

concentric adj. (often 
foll. by zevzh) (esp. of 


comMmON 
circles) ® having a centre 
common centre (cf. CONCENTRIC 
ECCENTRIC adj. 2a). [from CIRCLES 


medieval Laan concenin- 
cus| 0 concentrically adv. concentricity n. 
concept 7. 1 a general notion; an abstract idea (the 
concept of evolution). 2 collog. an idea or invention to 
help sell or publicize a commodity (a new concept in 
seetmwear). [from Late Latin conceptus| 
conception 7. 1 the act or an instance of conceiv- 
ing; the process of being conceived. 2 an idea or 
plan, esp. as being new or daring. 3 (usu. 


foll. by of) understanding; ability to 1m- emg 
agine (has no conception of what it entails). 
0 conceptional ad). conceptive ad). : 


conceptual adj. of mental conceptions or » 
concepts. 0 conceptually adi. 

conceptualize 2/7; (also -ise) form a concept or 
idea of. c conceptualization n. 

concern e 2/7 1 a be relevant or important 
to (this concerns you). b relate to; be about. 
2 (usu. refl.; often foll. by iezth, m, ahout, or to ; 
+ infin.) interest or involve oneself. ; 
3 worry, affect. @ v. 1 anxiety, worry (felt a 
deep concern). 2 a a matter of interest or 
importance to one (no concern of mine). 
b (usu. in p/.) affairs; private business. 3 a 
business; a firm. [based on Latin cernere ‘to 
sift, discern’ | 

concerned adj. 1 involved, interested (the 
people concerned, concerned with proving his inno- 
cence). 2 troubled, anxious (concerned about 
him: concerned to hear that). Q be 
concerned (often foll. by im) take 
part. I am not concerned it is 
not my business. 0 concernedly 
adi. concernedness n. 

concerning re). about, regard- 
ing. 


CONCH: 


CONGH 


concernment 7. formal 1 an affair or business. 
2 importance. 3 a state of being concerned; anviety: 
concert @ 7. /kon-sét/ 1 a musical performance of 
usu, several separate compositions. 2 agreement, 
harmony. 3 a combination of voices or sounds. 
e7.f /kon-sert/ arrange (by mutual agreement or 
coordination). 0 in concert 1 (often foll. by with 
acting jointly and accordantly. 2 { predw.) (of a mus- 
ician) in a performance. [from Italian concertare 
‘to harmonize | 
concerted a7. 1 jomtly arranged or planned « 
concerted effort), 2 \fus, arranged in parts for voices or 
struments, 
concert grand 7. the largest size of grand piano, 
used for concerts. & piano 
concertina ® /. 44 musi- 
cal instrument held in the 
hands and stretched and 
squeezed like bellows, 
having reeds and a set 
of buttons at each end 
to control the valves. 
eu G intx (concer- 
tinas. concertinaed 1 
concertina’d. concer- 
tinaing) compress or 
collapse in folds like 
those of a concertina {fhe 
car concertinaed into the bridge). 


belloc's 


valoe buttons 


CONCERTINA 


[based on concirt| 


concert master 7. esp. .\. Amer. the leading first- 
viol player in some orchestras. 


‘ 
. out 
1 7 i 


ROOSTER TAL. 


Strombus gallus) 


concerto /kén-chair-toh/ 2. (p/. -os or concerti) 
Mus. a composition for a solo instrument or instru- 
ments accompanied by an orchestra. (Italian] 
concert overture 7. Mus. a piece like an overture 
but intended for independent performance. 
concert performance 7. Bril. a performance (of 
an opera etc.) without scenery, costumes, or acuon, 
concert pitch n. Muy. the internationally agreed 
pitch, whereby the A above middle C = 440 Hz. 
concession 1. I a the act or an instance of conced- 
ing something asked or required. b a thing con- 
ceded. 2 a reduction in price for a certain category 
of person. 3 a the right to use land or other prop- 
erty. b the right to sell goods, esp. in a parucular 
territory. c the land or property used or given. 
[from Latin concessio] 0 concessional adj. con- 
cessionary ad). 
concessionaire 7. (also concessionnaire) the 
holder of a concession or grant. 
concessive adj. 1 of or tending to concession. 2 Gram. 
a (of a preposition or conjunction) introducing a 
phrase or clause which might be expected to 
preclude the action of the main clause, but does not 
(e.g m spite of, although). b (of a phrase or clause) intro- 
duced by a concessive preposition or conjunction, 
conch /kongk, konch/ n. (p/. conchs or 
conches) 1 < a thick heavy spiral shell 
of various marine gastropod molluscs 
of the family Strombidae. > swe. 
2 any of these gastropods. [from 
Greek kagkhé ‘shell’} 
conchology 2. ool. the 
study of molluscs and their 
shells. O conchological ad). 
conchologist 2. 
concierge /kon-si-airzh/ n. 
1 (esp. in France) a doorkeeper 
or porter of a block of flats ete. 
2 a person in a hotel employed to 
assist Buests by booking tours, 
making reservations, etc. [French] 
conciliar adj. of or concerning a 
counal s 
£ conciliate wir 1 make calm and 
amenable. pacify. 2 gain (esteem or 
goodwill). [based on Latin conciliatus 
‘combined, gained’| G conciliation n. 
conciliator 7. conciliatory adj. conciliatori- 
ness 1. 


concise adj. (of speech, writing, style, or a person) 
brief but comprehensive in expression. [from Latin 
concisus “Cut up’] O concisely adv. conciseness n. 
concision 7. 

conclave 7. 1 « private meeting 2 RC Ch. the 
assembly of cardinals for the election of a pope. 
[from Latin conclave ‘lockable room’ | 

conclude vv. 1 & & intr bring or come to an end. 
2 tr. (often foll. by from, or that + clause) infer (from 

given premisses). 3 fx settle, arrange (a treaty etc.). 


{based on Latin claudere ‘to shut] 


conclusion 7. 1 a final result; a termination. 2 a 
judgement reached by reasoning. 3 a summing-up. 
4 a settling; an arrangement (the conclusion of peace). 
5 Logic a proposition that is reached from given 
premisses. 0 in conclusion lastly, to conclude. 
[from Latin conclusio] 

conclusive adj. decisive, convincing. 0 conclu- 
sively ad. conclusiveness 7. 

concoct 7./r 1 make by mixing ingredients. 2 invent 
(a story, a he, ete.). [based on Latin concoctus “boiled 
together | 0 concocter n. concoction n. concoct- 
or 7. 

concomitant @ “dj. coexisting; associated (concomi- 
tant circumstances). @ n. an accompanying thing. 
[based on Latin comes -mitis “companion’} o con- 
comitance 7). concomitantly adz, 

concord 7. 1 agreement or harmony between 
people or things. 2 a treaty. (from Latin concordia 
‘being of one mind’ 


concordance 


concordance 7. 1 agreement. 2 an alphabetical list 
of the important words used in a book or by an 
author, 

concordant adj. (often foll. by with) agreeing, har- 
monious. 0 concordantly adv. 

concordat 7. an agreement, esp. between the 
Roman Catholic Church and a state. [French] 

concourse 7. 1 a crowd. 2 a coming together; a gath- 
ering (a concourse of ideas). 3 an open central area in a 
large public building. [from Latin concursus] 

concrete e aq. 1 a existing in a material form; real. 
b specific, definite (concrete evidence, a concrete 
proposal). 2 Gram. (of a noun) denoting a material 
object (opp. AgsTRAcT). @ 7. (often attrib.) ¥ a com- 
position of gravel, sand, cement, and water, used 
for building. > House. @ vt 1 cover with concrete. 
2 embed in concrete. [from Latin concretus ‘grown 
together’| 0 concretely adv. concreteness 7. 


medium-coarse 
concrete 


Coarse 
concrete 


fine texture 
concrele 


CONCRETE: THREE GRADES OF CONCRETE 


concretion 7. 1 a hard solid concreted mass. 2 the 
forming of this by coalescence. 0 concretionary ad). 


concretize vw, ty; (also -ise) make concrete instead of 


abstract. 0 concretization 7. 

concubine 7. 1 a woman who cohabits with a man 
without being his wife. 2 (in polygamous societies) 
a secondary wife. [from Latin concubina] 

concupiscence /kén-kew-pi-sénss/ 7. formal sex- 
ual desire. [based on Latin concupiscere ‘to begin to 
desire’| O concupiscent adj. 

concur »./ni: (concurred, concurring) 1 happen 
together; coincide. 2 (often foll. by with) a agree in 
opinion. b express agreement. [from Latin concur- 
vere ‘to run together’ | 

concurrent adj. 1 (often foll. by with) a existing or in 
operation at the same time (served hwo concurrent 


sentences). b existing or acting together. 2 Geom. (of 


three or more lines) meeting at or tending towards 
one point. O concurrence 7. concurrently ado. 

concuss vi; 1 subject to concussion. 2 shake 
violently. [based on Latin concussus ‘shaken 
together’] 0 concussive ad). 

concussion 7. 1 \fed. temporary unconsciousness 
or incapacity due to a blow on the head. 2 violent 
shaking; shock. 

condemn »:/ 1 express utier disapproval of, censure. 
2 a find guilty; convict. b (usu. foll. by fo) sentence 
to (a punishment, esp. death). 3 pronounce (a build- 
ing etc.) unfit for use or 
habitation. 4 (usu. foll. by 
to) doom or assign (to 
something unwelcome 
or painful) (condemned to a 
life of misery). [from Latin 
condemnare| condem- 
nable ad. condemnation 
n. condemnatory ad). 


condensate 7. a substance 
produced by condensation. 
condensation 7. 1 the act of 
condensing, > marrer. 2 any con- 
densed material (esp. water on a 
cold surface). 3 an abridgement. 

condense ». I /; make denser or 
more concentrated, 2 fv. express in 


fewer words; make concise. 3 tr, & intr. reduce or be 
reduced from a gas or vapour to a liquid. [based on 
Latin densus ‘thick’| 0 condensable adj. 

condensed milk 7. milk thickened by evaporation 
and sweetened. 

condenser ». 1 an apparatus or vessel for condens- 
ing vapour. > pIsTiL, REFRIGERATOR. 2 Electr, = capaci- 
Tor. 3 a lens or system of lenses for concentrating 
hght. 

condescend w.iniz 1 (usu. foll. by ¢o + infin.) often 
zon. be gracious enough (to do a thing that one 
regards as below one’s level of importance) (condes 
cended to speak to me). 2 (foll. by to) derog. behave as if 
one is on equal terms with (a person), while main- 
taining an overt attitude of superiority (condescends to 
the junur staff). 3 (as condescending adj.) patron- 
izing; superciliously kind. [from ecclesiastical Latin 
condescendere| O condescendingly adv. condes- 
cension //. 

condign /k6n-dyn/ adj. (of a punishment etc.) 
severe and well-deserved. [from Latin condignus 
‘wholly worthy] 0 condignly adv. 

condiment 7. a scasoning or relish for food. [based 
on Latin condire ‘to pickle’ | 

condition e 7. 1 a stipulation; something upon the 
fulfilment of which something else depends. 2 a the 
state of being or fitness of a person or thing (arrwed 
in bad condition). b an ailment or abnormality (a heart 
condition). 3 (in pl.) circumstances, esp. those affect- 
ing the functioning or existence of something 
(working conditions are good). @ v.tr, 1 a bring into a 
good or desired state or condition. b make fit (esp. 
dogs or horses). 2 teach or accustom to adopt 
certain habits ete. (conditioned by society). 3 govern, 
determine. 4 a impose conditions on. b be essential 
to. O in (or out of) condition in good (or bad) 
condition. in no condition to certainly not fit to. 
on condition that with the stipulation that. [from 
Latin condicio “agreement upon terms’ | 

conditional e adj. 1 (often foll. by on) dependent; 
not absolute; containing a condition or stipulation 
(a conditional offer). 2 Gram. (of a clause, mood, etc.) 
expressing a condition. @ 7. Gram. 1 a conditional 
clause etc, 2 the conditional mood. 5 condition- 
ality n. conditionally ado. 

conditioner 7. an agent that brings something into 
better condition, esp. a substance applied to the 
hair, 

condo 7. (/)/. -os) N. Amer. collog. a condominium, 

condole 2.iniz. (foll. by with) express sympathy with 
(a person) over a loss, grief, etc. [from Late Latin 
condolere ‘to suffer with’] O condolatry ad. 


a Usage Condole is often confused with console (see 
GoNnsoLe!). Condole ‘to express sympathy’ is always 
followed by with, e.g. They condoled with him over the 
death of his brother. 


condolence n. (ofien in pl.) an expression of 
sympathy (sent my condolences). 
condom 7. a rubber sheath worn on the penis or 
(usu. female condom) in the vagina during sexual 
intercourse as a contraceptive or to prevent infec- 
tion, [18th-century coinage] 
condominium 7, 1 the joint control of a state’s 
affairs by other states. 2 . Amer a a building 
containing flats, or an area of land containing a 
complex of houses, which are individually owned. 
b such a flat or house. [modern Laun| 
condone »:77, 1 forgive or overlook (an oflence or 
wrongdoing). 2 approve or sanction, usu. reluc- 
tantly. [from Latin condonare ‘to permit a debt] 
oc condonation n. condoner 7. 


condor 7. <a large vulture, Juli 


gryphus, of S. America, having 
black plumage with a white neck 
ruff. [Spanish] 


CONDOR: 
ANDEAN CONDOR 


(Tultur gryphus) 


confederate 


conduce winty (foll. by fo) contribute to (a result). 
[from Latin conducere ‘to lead together’ 

conducive adj. (usu. foll. by fo) contributing or help- 
ing (towards something). 

conduct e 7. /kon-dukt/ 1 behaviour (esp. in its 
moral aspect). 2 the action or manner of directing 
or managing (business, war. etc.). @ v. /kén-dukt/ 
1 ¢ lead or guide (a person). 2 é direct or manage 
(business etc.). 3 tx (also absol.) be the conductor of 
(an orchestra etc.). 4 tr Physics transmit (heat, elec- 
tricity, etc.) by conduction. 5 vel. behave. [from 
Latin conductus ‘led together’] 0 conductible ad. 
conductibility 7. 

conductance n. Physics the power of a specified 
material to conduct electricity. 

conducted tour 7. a tour led by a guide on a fixed 
itinerary. 

conduction 7. the transmission of heat or electri- 
city through a substance. 

conductive adj. having the property of conducting 
(esp. heat, electricity, etc.). 0 conductively adv. 

conductivity 7. the conducting power of a speci- 
fied material. 

conductor 7. 1 a person who directs the perform- 
ance of an orchestra or choir etc. 2 (fem. con- 
ductress) a a person who collects fares in a bus 
etc. b US an official in charge of a train. 
3 Physics a thing that conducts or transmits heat or 
electricity. 0 conductorship 2. 

conduit 7. 1 a channel or pipe for conveying 
liquids. 2 a tube or trough for protecting insulated 
electric wires. [related to conpuct] 

condyle n. Anal. ¥ a rounded process at the end of 
some bones, forming an articulation with another 
bone. > skeLeron. O condylar adj. condyloid ad. 


femur 
condyle condyle 
felstet 
CONDYLES 
ON A 


HUMAN TIBIA 


cone e 7. 1 » a solid figure with a circu- 
lar (or other curved) plane base, taper- 
ing to a point. 2 a thing of a similar 
shape, e.g, as used to mark off areas 
of roads. 3 the dry fruit of a 
conifer. & conirer. 4 an ice- 
cream cornet. 3 any 
of the minute cone- 


shaped — structures ae 
in the retina. @ wir plane 
base 


1 shape like a cone. 
2 \foll. by off) Brit. mark 
off (a road etc.) with cones, 
[from Greek Adnos} 

coney var. of Cony. 


CONE 


confab co/log. @ n. a conversation; a chat. @ v.intr. 
(confabbed, confabbing) = conrasutare. 

confabulate ».7nér, converse, chat. [based on Latin 
Jabula ‘tale’| 0 confabulation n. confabulatory 
ad). 

confection 7. a dish or delicacy made with sweet 
ingredients. [from Latin confectio| 

confectioner 7. a maker or retailer of confec- 
tionery. 

confectioner’s sugar 7). L’S icing sugar. 

confectionery 7. sweets and other confections. 

confederacy 7. (fl. -ies) 1 a league or alliance, esp. 
of confederate states. 2 (the Confederacy) the 
Confederate States. 

confederate e adj. esp. Polit. allied; joined by an 
agreement or treaty. @ 7. 1 an ally, esp. (pejoratively 
an accomplice. 2 (Confederate) a supporter of 
the Confederate States. @ v (often foll. by zwithi 
1 / bring (a person, state, or oneself) into alliance 


Confederate States 


CONFEDERATE STATES 


conga 


In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected President of the United States of 
America. Eleven southern states, fearing that his election would lead to 


restrictions on their right to own and trade in slaves, decided to secede, 
precipitating the American Civil War. Known as the Confederate 
States, they were effectively independent untul April 1865, ; 


when southern armies 
under General 


Robert E. Lee 


baton" 


VaRGININ 


NORTE 
CAROLINA 


finally surrendered TLNALSSII 
_ to Union ARINVNS AS 
forces. = = 
& \ 
- z Gora | 
ZF ALABAVIA 
TiN vs = . ATLANTIC 
‘ —— OCLAN 
4 LOUISIANA : : 
~~" - - es 
es 
: : 2, 
eng OF THE I] \ ’ Gui or MLAICO 
CONFEDERATE ee a 


STATES OF 186] 


2 intr. come into alliance. [based on Latin foedus -eris 
‘league | 

Confederate States n.p/. A the southern states 
which seceded from the US in 1860-1. 

confederation 7. 1 a union or alliance of states 
etc. 2 the act or an instance of confederating; the 
state of being contederated. 

confer ¢. (conferred. conferring) 1 (7 grant or 
bestow (a title, degree, favour, etc.). 2 mtr (often toll. 
by wrth) consult. [from Latin conferre ‘to bring 
together | o conferrable ad). 

conference vn. 1 consultauion, discussion. 2 a mect- 
ing for discussion, esp. a regular one held by an 
association or organization. 0 in conference en- 
gaged in cliscussion. 

conferment 7. 1 the conferring of a degree, 
honour. etc. 2 an instance of this. 

conferral 7. esp. US = Contiki. 

confess 7. 1 a /7: (also absol.) acknowledge or adinit 
ta fault, wrongdoing, etc.). b intr (foll. by to; admit to 
(confessed to having hed), 2 i. admit reluctantly 
tconfessed ut would be difficult). 3 tr. a jalso absol.) 
declare (one’s sins) to a priest. b (of a priest) hear 
the confession of. [based on Latin confesvus 
‘avowed | 

confessedly «adi. \ one’s own or general admis- 
SION. 

confession n. 1 a confessing or acknowledgcment 
of a fault, wrongdoing. a sin to a priest, etc. b an 
instance of this. 2 (in full confession of faith) aa 
declaration of one’s religious belicfs. b a statement 
of one’s principles. 0 confessionary ad). 

confessional e 7. an enclosed stall in a church in 
which a priest hears confessions. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to confession. 

confessor 7. 1 a person who makes a confession. 
2 a priest who hears confessions and gives spiritual 
counsel. 

confetti 7. small picces of coloured paper thrown 
by wedding guests at the bride and groom. {[Italian, 


literally “sweetmeats: from the sweets thrown 
during Itahan carnivals] 
confidant /kon-li-dlant/ 7. « /em. confidante 


pronunce. same} a person trusted with knowledge of 
one’s private aflairs 

confide 7. 1 /). \usu. loll. by) tell (a seeret ete.) in 
2. (foll. by fei entrust .an object ol 
care, a task, etc.) to. 3. tit, doll. by a talk contiden- 
ally to. [from Latin confidere “to have full trust’| 
Oo confidingly adi. 


confidence. 


confidence #. 1 firm trust. 2a a fechng of reliance on 
certainty, b a sense of self-reliance: boldness. 3 some- 


176 


thing told confidentially. o in confidence as a secret. 
in a person’s confidence trusted with a person's 
secrets. take into one’s confidence confide in. 

confidence man 7. a man who robs or swindles by 
means of a confidence trick. 

confidence trick n. (('S confidence game) a 
swindle in which the victim is persuaded to trust 
the swindler. c confidence trickster 1. 

confident a). 1 feeling or showing confidence; self 
assured, bold. 2 (often foll. by of or that + clause) 
assured, trusting. oO confidently adi. 

confidential adj. 1 spoken or written in confidence. 
2 entrusted with secrets (a confidential secretary). 3 con- 
fiding, o confidentiality n. confidentially ado. 

configuration ». 1 an arrangement of parts or 
elements in a particular form or figure. 2 the form, 
shape, or figure resulung from such an arrange- 
ment. [from Late Latin conftguratio] O configur- 
ational adj. configure 2./7: 

confine e »./, 1 kcep or restrict (within certain limits 
etc.). 2 hold captive; imprison. @ v. (usu. in pl.) a 
limit or boundary (ceithin the confines of the toren). 0 be 
confined be in childbirth. [hased on Latin confinis 
‘bordering | 

confinement 7. 1 the act or an instance of confin- 
ing; the state of being confined. 2 the time of a 
woman's giving birth. 

confirm «./ 1 provide support for the truth or 
correctness of; make definitely valid (confirmed my 
suspicions: confirmed his arnwval time). 2 (foll. by in) 
encourage (a person) in (an opinion ete.). 3 ratify (a 
treaty, ue, ete.); make formally valid. 4 establish 
more firinly (power, possession, etc.). 5 administer 
the religious rite of confirmation to. [from Latin 
confirmare| O confirmative adj, confirmatory ad). 

confirmand 7. Fec/. a person who is to be or has 
just been confirmed. 

confirmation 7, 1 the act or an 
confirming; the state or an instance of being 
confirmed, 2 a a religious rite confirming a 
baptized person as a member of the Christian 
Church. b Judawm the ceremony of bar mitzvah. 

confirmed «ad. firmly settled) in some habit or 
condition (confirmed in his wavs: a confirmed bachelor. 

confiscate i:/r 1 scize by authority. 2 appropriate 
to the public treasury (by way of a penalty). [based 
on Latin ficuy “treasury ] a confiscable ad). 
confiscation 7. confiscator 7, confiscatory ad). 

conflagration 7, a great and clestructive fire. 
|based on Latin flagrar “to blaze’ 

conflate v./z blend or fuse together. [based on Latin 
conflatus blown together, fused’) o conflation 7. 


instance of 


conflict e 7. /kon-flikt/ 1 aa state of opposition or 
hostilities. b a fight or struggle. 2 (often foll. by of) 
a the clashing of opposed principles etc. b an 
instance of this. @ zinér, /kon-flikt/ 1 (often foll. by 
with) clash; be incompatible. 2 (as conflicting adj.) 
contradictory. 0 im conflict conflicting. {from 
Latin conflictus ‘striking together’ 0 confliction 7. 
conflictual ad). 

confluence n. 1 a place where two rivers meet. 2 a 
coming together. [based on Latin conjluere ‘to flow 
together’ ] 
confluent e adj. flowing together, uniting, @ 7. a 
stream joining another. 

conform »% 1 it, comply with rules or custom. 
2 intr. & tr. (often fol. by to) be or make in harmony 
or agreement. 3 ¢r (often foll. by fo) make similar. 
4 intr. (foll. by to, with) comply with. (from Latin 
conformare| 0 conformer 1. 

conformable ad. 1 (ofien foll. by to) similar. 
2 ioften foll. by wzth) consistent. 3 (often foll. by to) 
adapted. 4 tractable. 9 conformability n. con- 
formably ad:. 

conformation 7. the way in which a thing is 
formed. 

conformist @ 7, a person who conforms to an 
established practice. @ adj. (of a person) conven- 
tional. 0 conformism 7. 

conformity 7. 1 (often foll. by to, wth) action or 
behaviour in accordance with established practice. 
2 (often foll. by /o, with) likeness, agreement, 

confound e 1/7, 1 throw into perplexity. 2 confuse 
(mn one’s mind). 3 archaw overthrow. @ int. expressing 
annoyance (confound you!). [from Latin confundere ‘to 
mix up’| 

confounded adj. collog. damned (a confounded 
nuisance! ). 0 confoundedly az. 

confrére /kon-frair/ 7. a fellow member of a 
profession, scientific body, etc. [based on Latin frater 
‘brother | . 

confront ¢,/, 1 a face in hostility or defiance. b face 
up to and deal with fa problem ete.). 2 (of a diffi- 
culty etc.) present itself to. 3 (folls by with) a bring (a 
person) face to face with (a circumstance). b set (a 
thing) face to face with (another) for comparison. 
[from medieval Latin confrontare| 0 confrontation 
n. confrontational ad. 

Cenfucian ad. of or relating to Confucius, Chinese 
philosopher d. 479 wc, or his philosophy. [from 
Confucius, Latinization of Aongfuze ‘Kong the 
master | 0 Confucianism 7. Confucianist n. & 
ad). 

confusable ad. that is able or liable to be confused. 
Oo confusability 7. 

confuse i./7, 1 a disconcert, perplex. b embarrass. 
2 mistake (one for another). 3 make indistinct (that 
point confuses the issue). 4 (as confused adj.) mentally 
decrepit or senile. 5 (often as confused adj.) throw 
into disorder (a confused jumble of clothes). [based on 
Latin confusuy “mixed up] 0 confusedly adr. 
confusing «dj. confusingly adr. 

confusion 7. 1 a the act of confusing (the confusion 
of fact and fiction). b a misunderstanding (confusions 
arise from a lack of communication). 2 a a confused state 
(throwen into confusion). b (foll. by of) a disor- 
derly jumble (a confusion of 
ideas. 

confute uf: prove to be 
false or in error [from 
Latin confutare ‘to restrain’ | 
O confutation ». 

conga 7. I a Latin Ameri- 
can dance of African 


drumhead 


lension 


rod 


wooden — 


origin, usu. with several — body- 

persons in a single line, — shelf 

one behind the other. , 

2 (also conga drum) & a tripod = 

tall, narrow. low-toned — 5!and 

drum beaten with the 

hands. > perct ssion. [Latin CONGA 
DRUM 


American Spanish, from 
conga “of the Congo’} 


congeal 


CONIFER 


All 550 species in the order 
Coniferales bear cones for 
reproduction. In most, 
pollen-forming male cones 
and seed-forming female 
cones develop on the same 
tree, and cross-fertilization 
between them is necessary. 
In cool parts of the world, 
conifers form dense forests, 
and are also common on 
mountains. Most bear 
narrow evergreen leaves, 
capable of withstanding 
drying winds. 


MAIN CONIFER FAMILIES 


ARAUCGARIAGEAE 
monkey puzzle 
(Araucaria araucana) 


PINACEAE 
Caucasian fir 
(Abies nordmanniana) 


e 


congeal 7/7, @ mir. 1 make or become semr-solid by 
cooling, 2 (of blood etc.) coagulate. [from Latin 
congelare ‘to freeze together’) o congealable ad). 
congealment /. 

congelation 7. 1 the process of congealing 2 a 
congealed state. 3 a congealed substance. 

congener 7. a thing or person of the same kind or 
category as another (ihe raspberry and blackberry are 
congeners). |Latin, literally ‘of the same kind’| 

congeneric adj. 1 of the same genus, kind, or race. 
2 akin. oO congenerous ad). 

congenial adj. 1 agreeable (congenial environment). 
2 (often foll. by wth, to) (of a person, character, etc.) 
pleasant because alan to oneself in temperament 
or interests. 3 (often foll. by fo) suited to the nature 
of anything (congenial to my mood). [based on cenit] 
O congeniality 7. congenially adv 

congenital adj. 1 (esp. of a defect etc.) exisung from 
birth. 2 as such from birth (a congenital har). [based on 
Latin congenitus ‘born together} d congenitally ade. 

conger 7. (in full conger eel) any large marine eel 
of the family Congridae. > ve... [from Greek goggros] 

congeries /kon-jeer-eez/ n. (pl. same) a disorderly 
collection. [Latin] 


a Usage Although congeries looks like a plural form. 
it is a singular noun, e.g. A congeries af problems was 
identified. 


congest 1/7. (esp. as congested adj.) affect with 
congestion. [based on Latin congestus ‘carried to- 
gether] O congestive ad). 

congestion 7. abnormal accumulation, crowding. 
or obstruction. 

conglomerate e ad. gathered into a rounded mass 
e 7. 1a number of things or parts forming a hetero- 
geneous mass. 2 a group or corporation formed by 
the merging of separate and diverse firms. @ w/e @ intr 


male cones 
produce 


scale 


MALE \ND FEMALE 
SCOTS PINE CONES 
(Pinus sylvestris) 


Jemale cone 
contains 


weds 


immature 
cone 


TAXACEAE 
California nutmeg 
(Zorreya californica) 


CUPRESSAGEAL 
Monterey cypress 
(Cupressus macrocarpa) 


TAXODIACEAE 
Wellingtonia 
(Sequotadendron giganteum) 


collect into a coherent mass. [from Latin conglomeratus 
‘rolled together’) d conglomeration 7. 

Congolese e adj. of or relating to Zaire or Congo, 
countries in central Africa. or the region surround- 
ing the Zaire (formerly Congo) river. @ 7. (pl. same) 
a native of any of these regions. 

congrats n.p/. G int. collog. congratulations. 

congratulate wf © ve/l. (often foll. by on, upon) 
1 & express pleasure at the happimess or excellence 
of (a person). 2 ref. think oneself fortunate or 
clever. [based on Latin congratulatus “having shown 
joy with’| o congratulatory ad). 

congratulation 7. 1 congratulating. 2 (also as ml; 
usu. in fi.) an expression of this. 

congregate vini GS t collect or gather into a 
crowd or mass. [based on Latin grex gregis ‘flock’ | 

congregation /. 1 the process or action of congre- 
gating. 2 a crowd or mass gathered together. 3 a 
body assembled for or regularly attending religious 
worship. 

congregational ad. 1 of a congregation. 2 (Con- 
gregational) of or adhering to Congregational- 
ism. 

Congregationalism 2. 4 sysiem of ecclesiastical 
organization whereby imdividual churches are 
largely self-governing. oO Congregationalist 1. 
Congregationalize »./y (also -ise). 

congress 7. 1 a formal meeting of delegates for dis- 
cussion, 2 (Congress) a national legislative body, esp. 
that of the US. 3 a society or organization. 4 nicetng. 
[from Latin congressus| OQ congressional ad. 

congressman / ( /)/. -men; /¢//, congresswoman, 
pl. -women) a member of the US Congress. 

congruence 7. (also congruency) 1 agreement, 
consistency, 2 Geom. the state of being congruent. 

congruent «7. 1 (often foll. by wzth) suitable, agree- 
ing. 2 Geom. (of figures) comeiding exacldy when 


conjunction 


superimposed. [from Latin congruent- ‘agreeing’| 
Oo congruently ado. 

congruous adj. (often foll. by wth) suitable, fitting. 
0 congruity 7. congruously adv. 

conic adj. of a cone. 

conical adj. cone-shaped. 0 conically adv. 

conic section 7, > a figure 
formed by the intersection 
of a cone and a plane. 

conifer 7. <a tree of the 
order Coniferales. typ- 
ically bearmg cones 
and needle-like leaves. 
CD GYMNOSPERM, SEED. 
[Latin] 0 conifer- 
ous ad). 

conjecture @ 7. 
1 the formation 
of an opinion on incomplete 
information. 2 a conclusion 
reached in this way. @ utr @ iniz guess. [from Latin 
conjectura “a throwing together’] O conjecturable ad). 
conjectural adj. conjecturally adv. 

conjoin vt G intr join, combine. [from Latin 
conjungere| 

conjoint ad. associated, conjomed. 5 conjointly ade. 

conjugal adj. of marriage or the relation between 
husband and wife. [based on Latin conjux conjug- 
‘consort’] o conjugality ». conjugally adv, 

conjugate ev, 1 (7. Gram. give the different forms of 
(a verb). 2 itr Biol. a unite sexually. b (of gametes) 
become fused. e adj. 1 joined together, esp. as a pair. 
2 Bul. fused. e x. a conjugate word or thing. [from 
Latin conjugatus ‘yoked together’] 0 conjugation 7. 
conjugational ad). 

conjunct adj, joined together; combined; associ- 
ated. [from Latin conjunctus| 

conjunction 7. 1 a the action of joining; the condi- 
tion of being joined. b an instance of this. 2 Gram. a 
word used to connect clauses or sentences or words in 
the same clause (e.g. and, but, if ). 3 aa combination (of 
events or circumstances). b a number of associated 
persons or things. 4 Asiron. & Astrol. ¥ the alignment of 
two bodies in the solar system so that they have the 
same longitude as seen from the Earth. Oin conjunc- 
tion with together with. o conjunctional adj. 


circle 
ellipse 
parabola 
hyperbola 


CONIC SECTIONS 


CONJUNCTION 


| A planet comes into conjunction with the 
Sun when it passes behind the Sun (su- 
perior conjunction), or between the Earth 
and the Sun (inferior conjunction). It 
then lies in the same direction (longitude) 
as the Sun when viewed from the Earth. 
An inferior planct (one orbiting closer to 
the Sun than the Earth) alternately passes 
through both inferior and superior 
conjunction; a superior planet (one 
further from the Sun than the Earth) can 
come only to superior conjunction. 


direction 
of orbital = 
mollon 


Mifiertuy 


conjunction 


i ; 
Suh ( a — Earth’ 
‘3 orbit 
~@ 
uiferta? Hifed er 


planet conjunction 


COV IUIN CSUN ONIN ENTERIC le naNel att 


conjunctiva 


conjunctiva 7. (//. conjunctivas) dnaf. the 
mucous membrane that covers the front of the eye 
and lines the inside of the eyelids. > rvn. [medieval 
Latin (membrana) conjunctiva “conjunctive mem- 
brane’] o conjunctival adj. 

conjunctive adj. 1 serving to join. 2 Gram. of the 
nature of a conjunction, 0 conjunctively adv. 

conjunctivitis /”. inflammation of the conjunctiva. 

conjuncture 7. a combination of events; a state of 
affairs. 

conjure ¢. 1 inf, perform tricks which are seemingly 
magical, esp. by rapid movements of the hands. 
2 i. (usu. foll. by out of, away, to, etc.) cause to appear 
or disappear as if by magic. 3 /r call upon (a spirit) 
lo appear, G conjure up I bring into existence or 
cause to appear as if by magic. 2 evoke. [earlier in 
sense ‘to oblige by oath, invoke (a spirit etc.)*: from 
Latin conjurare “to swear jointly’| 

conjuror 7. (also conjurer) a performer of conjur- 
ing tricks. 

conk'! y: nix. (usu. foll. by out} collog. 1 \of a machine 
etc.) break down, 2 (of a person) become exhausted 
and give up; faint: die. |20th-century coinage] 

conk? s/anve 7. 1a Brit. the nose. b the head. 2 aa 
punch on the head or Brif. nose. b a blow. @ w/r. 
punch on the head, Brit. nose ete. [19th-century 
coinage] 

conker »). L > the hard fruit of 

horse chestnut. 2. in 

pl.) Brit. a children’s game 
played with conkers on 
strings. [from chalect conker 
‘snail shell’. originally used in 
the game] 

conman /. ( /)/. -men, \/ang = 
CONDTIDINGE MAN, 


conkei 


I spiny case 


con moto ad. Afw. with 


movement. [Italian] CONKER: HORSE. 


conn US var. of Gon? CHESTNUT FREE 
connatural adj. 1 (often foll. vadesculius 
by fo) innate. 2 of like nature, —Aippocastanum) 


Oo connaturally ade. 
connect 7. 1 a /r (often foll. by fo, with) join (one 
thing with another). b /x join (two things) (@ Mach 
connected the two villages). ¢ intr. be joined or joinable 
the two parts do not connect). 2 tr often toll. by with 
associate mentally or practically (did nol connect the 
ten ideas. 3 ints fol. by with) (of a train ete.) be 
synchronized at its destination with another train 
vlc. SO that passengers can transfer. 4 / put into 
communication by telephone. 3 a f (usu. in passive: 
foll. by vty unite or associate with others in rela- 
tionships ete. am connected with the royal family). b intr 
form a logical sequence; be meaningful. [from 
Latin conneclere] GQ connectable ad). connector ». 
connected ad). 1 joined in sequence. 2 of ideas 
ete., coherent. 3 related or 
alcd. G connectedly adi 
nectedness 7. 
connecting rod 7. ® the 
between the piston and the crankpin 
ete, In an internal-combus- 
tion eneme or benveen 
the wheels of a locomo- 
tive. 


assocl- 


con- 


piston 


roc 


connecting - 
D> INTE RNAD-CONIBL S- rod 


connection //. (also 
Brit. connexion 
1 a the 
connecting; — thi 
state of 
connected, b an 


this. 2 the 


( rankpin = 


erat crank shaft 


being counteracieht 
instance of 
point at which 
things are connected 

3 a link the only connection 
wilh the outside world . 4& an 
arrangement or oppertuuty for con 
necting tram etc, (aitsved the ¢ 5 blet athe 
linking up of an clectric Current by contact. b 4 


CONNECTING ROD 0)1 
POUR-SPTRORKT 


CONMBUES TION 


two 


Tp Ls 


catching a 
amnection 


PRN ANL- 


device for effecting this. 6 joften in fl.) a relative or 
associate, esp. one with influence (has connections in the 
Home Office). 7 a relation of ideas; a context. 0 in con- 
nection with with refcrence to. G connectional ad). 
connective @ adj. serving or tending to connect. 
@ 7. something that connects. 
connective tissue 7. Ana/. a tissue with relatively 
few cells in a non-living matrix that connects, 
supports, or separates other tissues or organs, esp. 
fibrous tissue rich in collagen. > skin 
connectivity 7. 1 Computing capacity for intercon- 
nection of systems, applications, etc. 2 the property 
or degree of being connected or interconnected. 
conning tower 7. 1 the superstructure of a submar- 
ine which contains the periscope.  svpasRint. 
2 the armoured pilot house of a warship. > wakstir 
connivance 7. 1 (often foll. by a/, in) conniving 
(connivance in the crime), 2 tacit permission (done zeuth 
his connivance). 
connive «iti, 1 (foll. by a/) disregard or tacitly 
consent to (a wrongdoing). 2 (usu. foll. by zezh) 
conspire, [from Latin connivére to shut the eyes (to)’} 
0 conniver 7. 
connoisseur /kon-6-ser/ 7. \often foll. by of, im) an 
expert judge in matters of taste. [from Old French, 
now connaisseur] O connoisseurship 7. 
connotation ». that which is implied by a word etc. 
in addition to its literal or primary meaning. 
connote ¢./ L (of a word etc.) imply in addition to 
the literal or primary meaning. 2 (of a fact) imply 
as a consequence or condition. 3 mean, signify. 
[from medieval Latin connolare ‘to mark in add- 
iuon | O connotative ad). 


m Usage Connote and denote arc sometimes 

confused. Connole means “to imply in addition 

to the primary meaning’, e.g. The words were harm- 

less but the rdeay they connoled were dangerous. In popu- 

lar usage it is frequently used to mean ‘convey to 

the mind’ o1 ‘mean’ and hence verges on the sense 
of denote. 


connubial ad. of marriage or the relationship of 
husband and wife. [based on Latin connubium 
‘marriage’] 0 connubiality 7. connubially ad. 
conquer ¢./7, 1 (also abso/.) overcome and control by 
military force. 2 overcome (a habit, disability, etc. 
by effort. [from Latin ronquirere “to procure (by 
cflort)'] G conquerable ad. conqueror 7. 
conquest ”. 1 the act or an instance of conquering: 
the state of being conquered. 2 a conquered terri- 
tory, b something won. 3 a person whose affection 
has heen won. 4 the Conquest, the Norman 
Conquest) the conquest of England by William of 
Normandy in 1066. [related to conat tr] 
conquistador /kon-kwist-a-dor/ 1. | p/. conquis- 
tadores /-dor-ayz/ or conquistadors) a con- 
queror, esp. one of the Spanish conquerors of 
Mexico and Peru in the 16th c. [Spanish] 
con-rod 1, Brit. collog. connecting rod. 
Cons. abbr, Conservative. 
consanguineous adj. descended from the 
same ancestor, [based on Latin sangnuis -inis 
‘blood’| o consanguinity 7. 
conscience n. 1 a moral sense of right and 
wrong, 2 an inner feeling as to the goodness 
or otherwise of one’s behaviour (hay a guilty 
conscience). O in all conscience colloy. by 
any reasonable standard. on one’s con- 
Science causing one feelings of guilt. 
|carlier m sense ‘knowledge’: based on 
Latin conseive ‘to be privy to] G conscience- 
less ad). 


conscience clause 7. a clause in a law. 
\ ensuring respect for the consciences of those 
Allected. 
conscience money 7. 2 sum paid to relieve 
one Ss conscicnce. 
conscience-stricken adj. ‘also conscience- 
struck, made uneasy by a bad conscience. 


conscientious adj. of a person or conduct) diligent 


conservator 


and scrupulous. 5 conscientiously ad/. conscien- 
tiousness 7. 

conscientious objector n. a person who for 
reasons of conscience objects to conforming to a 
requirement, esp. that of military service. 

conscious ad. 1 awake and aware of one’s 
surroundings and identity. 2 (usu. foll. by of, or that 
+ clause) aware (conscious of his inferiority). 3 (of 
actions, emotions, ctc.) realized or recognized by 
the doer (made a conscious effort not to laugh). ). [from 
Latin conscus ‘knowing with others or in 1 oneself” ] 
O consciously adi. 

consciousness 7. 1 the state of being conscious 
(lost consciousness). 2 awareness, perception (no con- 
sciousness of being ridiculed). 

conscript e@ /: /kOn-skript/ enlist by conscription. 
e 7. /kon-skript/ a person enlisted by conscription. 

conscription n. compulsory enlistment for state 
service, esp. military service. [from Latin conseniptia 
‘enrolling’ } 

consecrate »./7, 1 make or declare sacred. 2 (foll. by 
to) clevote (one’s life ete.) to (a purpose). 3 ordain 
(esp. a bishop) to a sacred office. [based on Latin 
consecratus “devoted as sacred’] 0 consecration n. 
consecrator 7. consecratory ad). 

consecutive adj. 1 a following continuously. b in 
unbroken or logical order, 2 Gram. expressing 
consequence. [from medieval Latin consecutvus} 
0 consecutively adi. consecutiveness 1. 

consensus 7. (often foll. by of) 1 a general agree- 
ment (of opinion, testimony, etc.). b an instance of 
this. 2 iatrb.) majority view; collective opinion 
(consensus polis). {Latin, literally ‘agreement’] 0 con- 
sensual adj. consensually adi. 

consent e «in/ (often foll. by fo) give permission; 
agree. @ n. voluntary agreement; permission; 
compliance. [from Latin consentzre] 

consenting adult 7. an adult who conscnts to 
something, esp. Brit. a homosexual act. 

consequence 7. 1 tht result or effect of an action 
or condition, 2 a importance (of no consequence). 
b social distinction (persons of consequence). Qin con- 
sequence as a result, 

consequent e@ adj. 1 (often foll. by on, upon) follow- 
ing as a result or consequence. 2 logically con- 
sistent. @ 7. a thing tHat follows another. [from Latin 
consequent- following closely] 

consequential ad. 1 following as a result or conse- 
quence. 2 resulting indirectly (consequential damage). 
3 important. 0 consequentiality n. consequen- 
tially adz. 

consequently adi. & con). as a result; therefore. 

conservancy 7. an -ies) 1 Bri/. a conunission etc. 
controlling a port, river, etc. 2 a body concerned 
with the preservation of natural resources. 

conservation 7). preservation, esp. of the natural 
environment, O conservation of energy (or 
mass or momentum etc.) Phyyicy the principle 
that the total cjuantity of energy (or mass, momen- 
tum, etc.) remains constant in a system not subject 
to external influence. G conservational ad). 
conservationist //. 

conservation area 7. an area specially protected 
by law against undesirable changes. 

conservative e ad. 1 a averse to rapid change. 
b (of views, taste, etc.) avoiding extremes (conserzva- 
tive in has dress). 2 (of an estimate etc.) purposely low; 
moderate. 3 (Conservative; of or characteristic 
of Conservatives or the Conservative Party. 4 tend- 
ing to conserve. @ 2. 1 a conservative person. 
2 (Conservative) a supporter or member of the 
Conservanve Party. 0 conservatism 7. conser- 
vatively adv. conservativeness 7. 

Conservative Party 7. 1 a British political party 
promoting free enterprise and private ownership. 
2 a similar party elsewhere. 

conservatoire /k6n-ser-va-twah/ 7. a (usu. Euro- 
pean) school of music or other arts. [French] 

conservator 7. a person who preserves something? 
an official custodian. 


conservatory 


constipate 


conservatory 7. (//. -ies) 1 ¥ a greenhouse 
for tender plants; a room, usu. 
communicating with a 
house, for the grow- le 
ing or displaying 
of plants, 2=sun 
LouncE. 3 esp. WN. 
Amer, = CONSERVA- 
Tore. [from Late 
Latin conservato- 
nium| 

conserve @ ~/7. 
/kén-serv/ 1 
store up or pre- 
serve for later 
use. 2 Physics 
maintain a quan- 
tity of (heat etc.). 
en. /kon-serv/ 1 fruit etc. preserved in sugar. 
2 fresh fruit jam. [based on Latin servare ‘to keep’] 

consider wi (often absol.) 1 a contemplate 
mentally, esp. in order to reach a conclusion. b ex- 
amine the merits of (a candidate, claim, etc.). 
2 look attentively at. 3 take into account. 4 (foll. by 
that + clause) have the opinion. 5 (foll. by compl.) 
believe (consider it settled). 6 (as considered ad.) 
formed after careful thought (a considered opinion). 
0 all things considered taking everything into 
account. [from Latin considerare ‘to examine’) 

considerable adj. 1 much; a lot of (considerable pain’. 
2 notable (considerable achievement). o considerably 
adv. 

considerate ad). thoughtful towards other people; 
careful not to cause hurt or inconvenience. 0 con- 
siderately adv. 

consideration 7. 1 the act of considering; careful 
thought. 2 being considerate. 3 a fact or a thing 
taken to account. 4 compensation; a payment or 
reward. 0 in consideration of in return for; on 
account of, take into consideration include as a 
factor, reason, etc. under consideration being 
considered. 


ais 


CONSERVATORY 


considering e@ prep. & conj. in view of, taking 
into consideration. @ adv. collog. taking every- 
thing into account (not so bad, considering). 
consign uf, (often foll. by fo) 1 deliver to a 
person’s possession or trust. 2 commit de- 
cisively or permanently (consigned it to the dustbin). 
3 transmit or send (goods). {from Latin con- 
signare ‘to mark with a seal’] 0 consignee zn. 
consignment 7. consignor 7. 
consist v.7mtr 1 (foll. by of) have ingredients or 
elements as specified (the house consists of five 
rooms). 2 (foll. by m) have its essential features as 
specified (its beauty consists in the use of colour). 
[from Latin consistere ‘to stand firm, exist’) 
consistency 7. (also consistence) (//. -ies or 
-es) 1 a the degree of firmness with which a 
substance holds together. b the degree of density, 
esp. of thick liquids. 2 conformity with other or 
earlier attitudes, practice, etc. 
consistent ad). (usu. foll. by wth) 1 compatible or in 
harmony. 2 (of a person) constant to the same prin- 
ciples. 0 consistently adv. 
consistory 7. (//. -ies) RC Ch. the council of cardin- 
als (with or without the Pope). 0 consistorial aq). 
consolation 7. 1 the act or an instance of consol- 
ing; the state of being consoled. 2 a consoling 
thing, person, or circumstance. 0 consolatory ad). 
consolation prize 7. a prize given to a competitor 
who just fails to win a main prize. 
console! /kén-sohl/ vi; comfort. esp. in grief or 
disappointment. [from Latin consolar| 0 consol- 
able adj. consoler 7. consolingly adv. 


a Usage See Usage Note at connote. 


console? /kon-sohl/ n. 1 a panel or unit accom- 
modating switches, controls, etc. 2 a cabinet for a 
television etc. 3 Afus. a cabinet with the keyboards, 
stops, pedals, etc., of an organ. 4 a bracket sup- 
portufg a shelf etc, [French] 

console table 7. a table supported by a bracket 
against a wall. 


CONSTELLATION 


Astronomers divide the entire sky into 88 
interlocking constellations, each with its own 
set boundaries. Within those boundaries, a 
pattern of stars, joined by imaginary lines, 
is visualized as representing an object, or 


Apus 


wmaginary lines 
denote the shape of 
Pavo (the Peacock) 


Octans 


Pavo 


Tucana 


human or animal figure. Although constella- 
tions may appear to be grouped im the sky as 
viewed from the Earth, generally speaking 
they are not in fact physically connected, 
and may be at different distances. 


south celestial pole 


Chamaeleon 


constellation 
boundary 


Mensa 


HAydrus 


CONSTELLATIONS AROUND ‘THE SOUTH CELESTIAL POLE 


consolidate v. 1 & G int, make or become strong or 
solid. 2 tz strengthen (one’s position etc.). 3 # combine 
(territories, companies, debts, etc.) into one whole. 
[based on Latin solidus ‘solid’] 0 consolidation n. 
consolidator 7. consolidatory «7). 

consols 7.f/. British government securities without 
redemption date and with fixed annual interest. 
[abbreviation of consolidated annuities] 

consommé /kin-som-ay/ 7. a clear soup made 
with meat stock. [French, literally ‘completed’, with 
reference to the end of the slow boiling process] 

consonance 7. agreement, harmony. 

consonant e 7. 1 a speech sound in which the 
breath is at least partly obstructed, and which 
forms a syllable by combining with a vowel. 2 a 
letter or letters representing this. @ adj. (foll. by zezth, 
fo) consistent; in agreement or harmony. [from 
Latin consonant. ‘sounding together’] 0 consonant- 
al ad. consonantly adv. 

consort! en. /kon-sort/ 1 a wife or husband, esp. 
of royalty (prince consort). 2 a companion; an associ- 
ate, @ vinir /k6n-sort/ (usu. foll. by with, together) 
1 keep company; associate. 2 harmonize. |from 
Latin consors ‘sharer, comrade’] 

consort? /kon-sort/ 7. Mus. a group of musicians 
who regularly perform together, esp. playing early 
music (recorder consort). [earlier form of concert] 

consortium 7. (//. consortia or consortiums) 
an association, esp. of several business compayies. 
[Latin, literally ‘partnership | 

conspecific adj. Biol. of the same species. 

conspectus 7. 1 a general or comprehensive 
survey. 2 a summary or synopsis. [Latin] 

conspicuous ad, 1 clearly visible; striking to the 
eye. 2 noteworthy (a conspicuous success). 3 (of expend- 
iture etc.) lavish, with a view to enhancing one’s 
prestige. [from Latin conspicuus] 0 conspicuously 
adv. conspicuousness 7. 

conspiracy 7. (f/. -ies) 1 a secret plan to commit a 
crime or do harm; a plot. 2 the act of conspiring, 
[from Latin consprratio ‘plotting’| 

conspiracy of silence 7. an agreement to say 
nothing. 

conspiracy theory 7. a belief that some covert but 
influenual agency or organization 1s responsible for 
an unexplained event. 

conspirator n. a person who takes part in a 
conspiracy. 0 conspiratorial adj, conspiratori- 
ally adv. 

conspire 7.1/7, 1 combine secretly to plan and 
prepare an unlawful or harmful act. 2 (of events or 
circumstances) seem to be working together, esp. 
disadvantageously. [from Latin conspirare ‘to agree, 
plow] 

constable n. 1 esp. Bri. a a policeman or police- 
woman. b (also police constable) a police officer 
of the lowest rank. 2 the governor of a royal castle. 
[from Late Latin comes stabuli ‘officer of the stable’] 

constabulary 7. (//. -ies) a police force. 

constancy 7. the quality of being unchanging and 
dependable; faithfulness. [from Latin constantia| 

constant e ad. 1 continuous (constant attention). 
2 occurring frequently (constant complaints). 3 un- 
changing, faithful, dependable. e 7. 1 anything that 
does not vary. 2 Math. & Physics a quantity or 
number that remains the same. [from Latin 
constant- ‘standing firm’| 0 constantly adv. 

constellation 7. 1 Astron. < a group of stars that 
forms an imaginary pattern representing an object, 
animal, or person, as seen from the Earth. 2 < one 
of the 88 areas into which the sky is divided by 
astronomers. 3 a group of associated persons etc. 
[based on Latin sve/la “star’] 0 constellate ».i7; 

consternate v./7, (usu. in passive) dismay; fill with 
anxiety. [based on Latin sternere ‘to throw down’ ] 

consternation 7. anxicty or dismay, 


constipate 7./ (esp. as constipated adj.) affect 
with constipation. [based on Latin constipatus 
‘pressed together ] 


179 


constipation 


constipation 7. difficuliy in emptying the bowels. 

constituency 7. (/)/. -ies) 1 a body of voters in a 
specified area who elect a representative member 
to a legislative body. 2 Bri. the area represented in 
this way. 

constituent e ad. 1 composing or helping to make 
up a whole. 2 able to make or change a (political 
etc.) constitution (constituent assembly). 3 electing. 
@ 7. La member of a constituency. 2 a component 
part. [from Latin constituent- ‘setting up’ | 

constitute v./7, 1 be the components or essence of; 
make up, form. 2 a be equivalent or tantamount to 
(this constitutes a warning). b formally establish (consti- 
tule a precedent). 3 give legal or constitutional form 
to. [from Latin constituere| 

constitution 7. } the act or method of constitut- 
ing; composition. 2 the body of fundamental prin- 
ciples according to which a state or other 
organization is governed. 3 a persons physical state 
as regards health, strength, etc. 4 a person's psy- 
chological make-up. 

constitutional e qj. 1 of or in line with a political 
consiitution (@ consfilultonal monarchy). 2 inherent 
(constitutional weakness). @ n. a walk taken regularly as 
healthy exercise. O constitutionality 7. constitu- 
tionalize ¢/); (also -ise). constitutionally adi. 

constitutive adj. 1 able to form or appoint. 2 com- 
ponent. 3 essential. 0 constitutively ado. o 

constrain «/; 1 compel. 2 a confine forcibly: 
imprison. b restrict severely. 3 (as constrained 
adj.) forced, embarrassed (a constrained manner). [from 
Latin constringere “to ue together | o constrainedly 
adi. 

constraint 1. 1 the act or result of constraining or 
being constrained, 2 a restriction. 3 self-control. 

constrict ¢./; make narrow or ught; compress. 
[based on Latin constrictus “ied together] o con- 
striction /. constrictive ad). 

constrictor 7. 1 any snake that kills by compress- 
ing. > sant. 2 .dva/. any muscle that contracts an 
organ or part of the body. 

construct @ :./) /k6n-strukt/ 1 make by fitting 
parts together: hud, form. 2 Geom. draw or delin- 
eate (construct a triangle). @ n. /kon-strukt/ a thing 
constructed, esp. by the mind. [based on Latin 
constructus “piled together] O constructor ». 

construction /, 1 the act or a mode of construct- 
ing. 2 a thing constructed. 3 an interpretation or 
explanation. 4 Gram. an arrangement of words 
according to syntactical rules. G constructional 
ad). constructionally adi. 

construction site 7. = wi iLDING sITL. 

constructive ad). 1 of construction: tencling to 
construct. 2 tending to form a basis for ideas; help- 
ful. positive — (constructii criticism, a construct 
approach). 3 derived by inference (constructive permis 
sion . 0 constructively «adi. constructiveness 1. 

constructive dismissal 7. the changing of an 
employee's job or working conditions with the aim 
of forcing resignation. 

construe 7./); \construes. construed. constru- 
ing) 1 interpret. 2 yoften foll. by auth) combine 
words) grammiatically veh” a construed wrth con), 
3 analvse the syntax of 1a sentences 4 translate 
word for word. [from Latin consvruere “to pile 
together | G construable adj. construal 1. 

consubstantial aq. Theol, of the same substance 
esp. of the three persons of the Trinity). [from 
ecclesiastical Latin convuhvtanhalis| O consubstan- 
tiality ». 

consubstantiation 7, J/ieo/. (he doctrine of ) the 
real substantial presence of the body and blood of 
Christ together with the bread and wine m the 
Eucharist. 

consuetude ». having lewal 
force in Scotland. [based on Latin canwielus “accus- 
tomed | 0 consuetudinary 


a custom, esp. ond 


consul 7. 1 an official appoimted by a state to live in 
a foreign city and protect the state's citizens ane 
interests there. 2 /asé either of (wo annually clectec 


chief magistrates in ancient Rome. [Latin] 0 con- 
sular ad. consulship 7. 

consulate 1. 1 the building officially used by a 
consul, 2 the position or period of office of consul. 

consult +. 1“ seck information or advice from. 
2 intr (ofien foll. by wzth) refer to a person for advice 
ete. 3 &% seek permission or approval from (a 
person) for a proposed action. 4 t&% take into 
account (feelings, interests, etc.). [from Latin 
consullare| O consultative ad). 

consultancy 7. ( //. -ies) the practice or position of 
a consultant. 

consultant 7. 1 a person providing professional 
advice eic. 2 Brit. a senior medical specialist in a 
hospital. 

consultation 7. 1 a meeting arranged to consult. 
2 the act or an instance of consulting. 

consulting atirih.adj. giving professional advice to 
others working in the same field or subject (consult- 
ing physician). 

consumable e adj. that can be consumed; intended 
for consumption. @ 7. a commodity that is eventu- 
ally used up, worn out, or eaten. 

consume »)./7, 1 cat or drink. 2 completely destroy. 
3 engross: clominate (often in passive. foll. by zeath or 
hy: consumed with rage). 4 use up. [from Latin 


consumere ‘lo take up 

completely] 0 consum- 

ingly adi. bridec 
consumer ”. La person , 

who consumes, esp. 


one who uses a prod- 
uct. 2 a purchaser of 
goods or services. 
consumer durable 2. 
a household product 
with a relatively long use- 
ful life (e.g. a racio or washing machine), 


propeller 


consumer goods 7.f/. goods put to use by 
consumers, not used in producing other goods. 

consumerism 7. 1 the protection or promouion of 
consumers’ interests. 2 often derog. a preoccupation 
with consumer goods and their acquisition. 0 con- 
sumerist ad. @ n. 

consummate e 7/7, /kon-sii-mayt/ 1 complete: 
make perfect. 2 complete (a marriage; by sexual 
intercourse. @ adj. /kon-sum-at/ complete, perfect; 
fully skilled. [based on Latin summus “utmost’} 
Oo consummately adv. consummator 7. 

consummation 7. 1 completion, esp. of a mar- 
riage by sexual intercourse. 2 a desired end or goal: 
perfection, 

consumption 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
consuming; the process of being consumed. 2 an 
amount consumed. 3 the purchase and use of 
goods etc. 4 use by a particular person or group (a 
film unfit for children’s consumption), 5 archaic any 
disease causing wasting of Ussues, esp. pulmonary 
tuberculosis, {from Latin conswmptio| 

consumptive ara @ adj. tending to or affected 
with pulmonary tuberculosis. @ 7. a consumptive 
pavient. [from medieval Latin conswnptiius| O con- 
sumptively ad. 

cont, abby. T contents, 2 continued. 

contact e 77. 1 the state or condition of touching, 
meeting. or communicating, 2 a person who is or 
may be communicated with for formation, assis- 
tance, etc. 3 Electr, aa connection for the passage of 
a current. b a device for provicling this. & witkyal- 
ING CURRINT, RHLOSTAL. & a person Jikely to carry a 
contagious disease through being near an infected 
person. 3 (usu. In pl) callag. a contact lens. @ 74 
1 ect in touch with fa person). 2 begin correspond- 
ence or personal dealings with, [from Latin contac 
us| O contactable ad). 

contact lens 7. a small lens placed on the eyeball to 
correct the vision, 

contact sport /’. a sportin which participants neces- 
sarily come into bodily contact with one another, 

contagion 7. 1 a the communication of disease 


contemptuous 


from one person to another by bodily contact. b a 
contagious disease, 2 a contagious or harmful influ- 
ence. {from Latin contagio ‘touching’ 

contagious adj. 1 a (of a person) likely to transmit 
disease by contact. b (of a disease) transmitted in 
this way. 2 (of emotions etc.) likely to affect others 
(contagious enthusiasm). O contagiously adv. conta- 
giousness /. 

contain vf, 1 hold or be capable of holding within 
itself; include, comprise. 2 (of measures) he equal to 
(a gallon contains eight pints). 3 prevent (an enemy, 
difficulty, etc.) from moving or extending, 4 control 
or restrain (feelings etc.). 5 (of a number) be divis- 
ible by {a factor) without a remainder. [from Latin 
continere| O containable ad). 

container 1. 1 a vessel, box, etc., for holding particu- 
lar things. 2 a large boxlike receptacle of standard 
design for the transport of goods, esp. one readily 
transferable from one form of transport to another. 

container-grown «dj. (of a plant) grown in a con- 
tainer rather than in the ground. 

containerize 7;/7, (also -ise) pack in or transport by 
container. 0 containerization 7. 

container port n. a port specializing in handling 
goods stored in containers, 

container ship 7. ¥ a ship designed to carry goods 
stored in containers. 


containers 


CONTAINER SHIP 


containment 7. the action or policy of preventing 
the expansion of a hostile country or influence. 

contaminate 2/7, 1 pollute, esp. with radioactivity. 
2 infect; corrupt. [based on Latin contaminatus 
‘brought into contact] O contaminant n. con- 
tamination 7. contaminator 7. 

Conté attrib. adj. designating a kind of pencil, 
crayon, or chalk. [N.J. Conté, French scientist, 
Vaan 1A ‘ 

contemn 7./7, lilerary despise; treat with disrcgard. 
[based on Latin /emnere ‘to despise’ | 0 contemner 
vn. ‘also contemnor). 

contemplate vf: 1 survey visually or mentally. 
2 regard (an event) as possible. 3 intend (we contem- 
plate leaving tomorrow). [based on Latin femplum “place 
for observations] G contemplation 7. contem- 
plator 7. 

contemplative e adj. of or given to (esp. religious) 
contemplation; meditative. @ 7, a person devoted to 
religious contemplation. O contemplatively ade. 

contemporaneous aq). (usu. foll. by wth) existing 
or occurring at the same time. [based on Latin 
tempus -orly “time’} O contemporaneity 7. 
contemporaneously adv. contemporaneous- 
ness /. 

contemporary e adj. 1 living or occurring at the 
same time. 2 approximately equal in age. 3 follow- 
ing modern ideas or fashion in style or design. 
@ n. (pl. -ies) a contemporary person or thing. 
[from medieval Latin contemporarius] O contem- 
porarily ad. contemporariness 7. 

contempt ». 1 a feeling that a person or a thing is 
beneath consideration or deserving scorn. 2 the 
condition of being held in contempt. 3 (in full 
contempt of court) clisobedience to or disrespect 
for a court of law and its officers. O beneath 
contempt utterly despicable. hold in contempt 
despise. [related to conti] 

contemptible ad). deserving contempt: despicable. 
Gg contemptibility ». contemptibly ad. 

contemptuous adj, (often foll. by of) showing 
contempt, scornful. 0 contemptuously adr. con- 
temptuousness . 


contend 


CONTINENT 


The land masses of the Earth are divisible 

into six main areas of Jand, known as contin- 
| ents. The continents are constantly moving 

over the Earth’s surface as the lithospheric 


5 x 
North Ameria. 


South Ameria 


Apia 
CONTINENTS OF 
THE WORLD j 
an 
wet Pe 
ee ti # 


contend ». 1 inér (usu. foll. by w7th) strive. fight. 2 int. 
(usu. foll. by for, wth) compete (contending for the title; 
contending emotions). 3 tr. (usu. foll. by that + clause} 
maintain. [from Latin contendere ‘to strive together’ | 
O contender 2. (esp. in sense 2). 

content! /kén-tent/ e predicadj. 1 satisfied; ad- 
equately happy. 2 (foll. by éo + infin.) willing e@ ul 
make content; satisfy. @ 7. a contented state; satisfac- 


tion. O to one’s heart’s content to the full extent of 


one’s desires. [from Latin contentus] 0 contentment 1. 
content® /kon-tent/ n. 1 (usu. in p/.) what is con- 
tained in something. 2 the amount of a constituent 
contained (loz sodium content). 3 the substance dealt 
with (in a speech etc.) as disunct from its lorm. 4 the 
capacity or volume of a thing. 5 (in p/; in full table 
of contents) a list of the titles of chapters etc. 
given at the front of a book etc. [from medieval 
Latin contentum “thing contained | 

contented adj. (often foll. by with, or % + infin.) 
1 happy, satisfied. 2 (foll. by wih) willing to be 
content. 6 contentedly adz. contentedness ». : 

contention 7. 1 a dispute or argument; rivalry. 2 a 
point contended for im an argument (i 4 my 
contention that you are wrong). 0 in contention com- 
peting, esp. with a good chance of success. [related 
to coNTEND| 

contentious ad). 1 argumentative, quarrelsome, 
2 likely to cause an argument; disputed, 
controversial, 0 contentiously ad. conten- 
tiousness 7. 

conterminous ad. (ofien foll. by with) 
1 having a common boundary. 2 coextensive 
in space, time, or meaning. [based on Latin 
lerminus ‘boundary’ | 0 conterminously ad: 

contest e 7. /kon-test/ la process of con- 
tending; a competition. 2 a dispute; a contro- 
very. @ utr, /kén-test/ 1 challenge or dispute (a 
decision ete.). 2 debate (a point, statement, ctc.). 
3 compete for (a prize, parliamentary seat, 
etc,); compete in (an election). [from Latin 
contestan| OB contestable adj. contester 2. 

contestant 7. a person who takes part in a 
contest or competition. 

context 7. 1 parts that immediately precede 
and follow a word or passage and clarify its 
meaning. 2 relevant circumstances. 0 in for out 
of) context with (or without) the surrounding 
words or circumstances {must be seen in context). [from 
Latin contevius ‘woven together’) c contextual ad). 
contextually adv. 


* . . 


plates in which they are embedded move over 
the more liquid asthenosphere. This move- 
ment is thought to be driven by thermal 
convection in the Earth’s mantle. 


- : _. Europe 


Asia 


clustralia 


contextualize «/z (also -ise) place in a context: 
study in context. G contextualization 7. 

contiguous adj. (usu. foll. by wzth, tv) touching, esp. 
along a line; in contact. [from Latin confguus| 
0 contiguity 7. contiguously adi. 

continent! 7. 1 A any of the main continuous 
expanses of land (Europe, Asia, Africa, N. and 
S. America, Australia, Antarctica). 2 the Contin- 
ent) the mainland of Europe as distinct from the 
British Isles. [from Latin terra continens “continuous 
land’] 

continent? aq. 1 able to control movements of the 
bowels and bladder. 2 exercising self-restraint, esp. 
sexually. {from Latin continent- “holding together’] 
oO continence 7. continently «di. 

continental ad). 1 of or characteristic of a contin- 
ent, 2 (Continental) of, relating to, or characteris- 
tic of mamland Europe. 0 continentally ad. 


continental breakfast n». a light breakfast of 


coffee, rolls, ete. 
continental drift 7. the hypothesis that the contin- 
ents are moving slowly over the surface of the 
Earth on a deep-lying plastic substratum. > psi. 
DO AULELSS, (eae 
continental quilt 1. Bri. a duvet. 
continental shelf 7. < an area of relatively 
shallow seabed between the shore of a 
continent and the deeper ocean. 
& SLABLD 
contingency 7. (//. -ies) 
1 an event regarded as 
likely to occur, or as 
miluencing present 


UGE acuon. 2 some- 
' thing dependent 
continental on another un- 
land mass certain event. 
anervetargelyal [from Late Latin 
shelf contingentia| 
contingency 
CONTiNENTAL fund 7». a fund to 
SHELF Orr cover incidental or un- 
SOUTH foreseen expenses, 
AMERICA 


contingent @ «aj. 1 
fusu. foll. Ty on, upon 
dependent jon an uncertain event or circum- 
stances. 2 associated. 3 (usu. foll. by f%) incidental. 
4 a that may or may not occur b fortuitous. @ 7. a 
body forming part of a larger group. [from Latin 
contingent- touching together’] 0 contingently ad. 


contour map 


continual adj. constantly or frequently recurring: 
always happening. 0 continually adv. 


a Usage Note the difference in meaning between 
continual and continuous. Continual means ‘happening 
frequently (but with breaks in between each occur- 
rence)’, while continuous means ‘uninterrupted, 
incessant’. 


continuance 7. | a state of continuing in existence 
or operation. 2 the duration of an event or action. 


wu Usage Note the difference between continuance 
and continuation. Continuance relates mainly to the 
intransitive senses of continue ‘to be still in exist- 
ence’, while continuation relates to its transitive 
senses ‘to keep up, resume’, e.g. the Prime .linister’s 
continuance in office, our continuation of the project. 


continuation /. 1 the act or an instance of continu- 
ing; the process of being continued. 2 a part that 
continues something else. 


a Usage See Usage Note at conrinuance. 


continue 7. (continues, continued, continuing) 
1 & (often foll. by verbal noun, or fo + infin.) main- 
tain, not stop {an action etc.). 2 a & (also absol.) 
resume or prolong (a narrative, journey, etc.). b intr. 
recoininence after a pause. 3 i be a sequel to. 4 mtr. 
remain in existence or in a specified state (the weather 
continued fine). {from Latin continuare ‘to make or be 
continuous’ | o continuable ad. continuer 7. 

continuing education 7. education for adults 
consisting esp. of short or part-time courses. 

continuity 7. (//. -ies) 1 a the state of being continu- 
ous. b a logical sequence. 2 the detailed scenario of a 
film or broadeast. 3 the inking of broadcast items. 

continuo 7. (/)/. -os) fu. an accompaniment provid- 
ing a bass line, often played on a keyboard mstrument. 
[from Ttalian basso continuo ‘contuiuous bass’) 

continuous adj. unbroken, uninterrupted, con- 
nected throughout in space or Ume. O continu- 
ously adv. continuousness /. 


a Usage See Usage Note at conrinuat. 


continuous stationery 7. Bri/. a continuous ream 
of paper, usu. perforated to form single sheets. 

continuum 7. (//. continua) anything seen as 
having a continuous structure (space-time continuum). 

contort 2/: twist or force out of normal shape. 
[based on Latin contorlus “twisted’] 0 contortion 7. 

contortionist 7. an cntertainer who adopts con- 
torted postures. 

contour e 7. 1 an outhne, esp, representing or 
bounding the shape or form of something. 2 the 
outline of a natural feature, e.g. a coast or moun- 
tain mass. 3 = contour Lint. @ ule 1 mark with 
contour lines, 2 carry (a road or railway) round the 
side of a hill. [French, based on Italian contornare “to 
draw in outlinc’| 

contour line 7. a line on a map joining points of 
equal alutude. & mar 

contour map /. ¥ 4 map marked with contour lines. 


contour line 


i 
: lines close 
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‘ey together indicate 
Ye & fe? 
a. steep slope 
_ steep slope 
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CONTOUR MAP 
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contra- 


contra- prefix 1 against, opposite (contradict). 2 Mus. 
(of instruments, organ stops, etc.) pitched an octave 
below (contrabassoon). [Latin contra ‘against’ | 

contraband e 7, 1 smuggled goods. 2 prohibited 
trade; smuggling, @ adj. forbidden to be imported or 
exported (at all or without payment of duty). {from 
Spanish contrabanda| o contrabandist n. 
contrabass 2. .\/us. = vows. Bass. 

contraception 7. (he intentional prevention of preg- 
nancy. [based on concerrion| 

contraceptive @ adj. preventing pregnancy. ® 7. a 
contraceptive device or drug. 

contract e 7. /kon-trakt/ 1 a written or spoken 
agreement intended to be enforceable by law. 2 a 
document recording this. @ v. /kon-trakt/ 1 in & 
intr. a make or become smaller or shorter. b draw 
together or be drawn together. 2 a ir. (usu. foll. by 
with) make a contract. b / {often foll. by out) 
arrange (work) to be done by contract. ¢ ér place 
under a contract. 3 ¢ catch or develop (a disease). 
4 ty form or develop (a friendship, habit, etc.). 
5 ly, enter into (marriage). 6 f incur (a debt ete.). 
O contract in (or out) (also vefl.) Brit. choose to be 
involved in (or withdraw or remain out of) a 
scheme or commitment. [from Latin contractus 
‘drawn together’| 0 contractive ad). 
contractable adj. (of a disease) that can be con- 
tracted. 

contract bridge 7. a form of bridge in which only 
tricks bid and won count towards the game. 
contractible adj. that can be shrunk or drawn 
together. 

contractile adj. capable of or producing contrac- 
tion, O contractility n. 

contraction 7. 1 the act of contracting. 2 (often in 
pl.) Med. a shortening of the uterine muscles during 
childbirth. 3 shrinking, diminuuon, 4 a a shorten- 
ing of a word by combination or elision. b a con- 
tracted word or group of words. 

contractor 7. a person who undertakes a contract. 
esp. to conduct building operations. 

contractual adj. of or in the nature of a contract. 
0 contractually ad. 

contradict i! 1 deny (a statement). 2 express the 
opposite of a statement made by (a person). 3 be in 
opposition to or in conflict with. [based on Latin 
contradictus ‘spoken against’) BD contradiction 7, 
contradictor /. 

contradictory adj. 1 expressing a denial or op- 
posite statement. 2 (of statements etc.) mutually 
opposed or inconsistent. 3 (of a person) inclined to 
contradict. G contradictorily adi. 

contradistinction 7. a distinction made by con- 
trasting. 

contraflow 7. Bri. a flow (esp. of road traffic) 
alongside, and in a direction opposite to, an estab- 
lished or usual flow, esp. as a temporary arrange- 
ment. 

contraindicate ¢./y \fed. act as an indication 
against (the use of a particular substance or treat- 
ment). O contraindication »/. 

contralto 1. ()/. -os) 1 a the lowest temale singing 
voice. b a singer with this voice. 2a part written for 
contralto, [Italian] 

contraption n. often derog. or joc. a machine o1 
device, csp. a strange or cumbersome one. []9th- 
century coinage | 

contrapuntal ad. Afus. of or in counterpoint, 
[based on Ttahan contrappunto ‘counterpoint’| 
Oo contrapuntally adv. contrapuntist 7. 

contrariwise ad: 1 oon the other hand. 2 in the 
opposite way, 3 perverscly. 

contrary /kon-tri-ri/ e adj. 1 susu. foll. by to 
opposed in nature or tendency. 2. /kon-trair-i/ 
collag. perverse, self-willed. 3 cof a wind) un- 
favourable. 4 mutually opposed. 5 opposite in pos- 
ition or direction. @ 7. 1 pl, -ies: sprec. by the; the 
opposite. @ ade. doll. by fo) in opposition or contrast 
contrary to expectations it ramed}. 0 on the contrary 
intensifying a denial of what has just been implied 


conure 


or stated. to the contrary to the opposite effect. 
[based on Latin contra ‘against’] 0 contrarily adv. 
contrariness /1. 

contrast e 7. /kon-trahst/ 1 a a juxtaposition or 
comparison showing striking differences. b a differ- 
ence so revealed. 2 (often foll. by ée) a thing or 
person having qualities noticeably different from 
another. 3 w the degree of difference between tones 
in a television picture or a photograph, e v. /kon- 
trahst/ (often foll. by zzth) 1 & distinguish or set 
together so as to reveal a contrast. 2 iz have or 
show a contrast. [from medieval Latin contrastare ‘to 
withstand’| o contrastingly adv. contrastive ad). 


HIGH 
CONTRAS'I 


darker areas 
_ under umbrella 


diffused even 
light 


LOW 
CONTRASY 


CONTRAST IN TONES EXHIBITED 
BY TWO PHOVPOGRAPHS 


contrasty ad. (of a photograph etc.) showing a 
high degree of contrast. 

contravene 1/7, 1 infringe (a law or code of 
conduct). 2 (of things) confl*ct with. {from Late 
Latin contravenire ‘to oppose’| 0 contravener 7. 

contravention 7. 1 infringement. 2 an instance of 
this. D in contravention of violating (a law etc.). 

contretemps /kon-tré-tahng/ on. (pl. same 
/-tahngz/) 1 an awkward or unfortunate occur- 
rence; an unexpected mishap. 2 collog. a dispute or 
disagreement. [French, originally in sense ‘motion 
out of time’| 

contribute ». (often foll. by fo) 1 ¢: give (money, an 
idea, help, etc.) towards a common purpose, 2 intr 
help to bring about a result etc. (contributed to their 
downfall). 3 tr. (also abyol.) supply (an article ete.) for 
pubheation with others in a journal etc. [based on 
Laun contributus ‘brought together’) O contribu- 
tive ad). contributor n. 

contribution 7. 1 the act of contributing. 2 some- 
thing contributed. 

contributory ad. 1 that contributes. 2 using 
contributions (contributory pension scheme). 

con-trick 7, slang = CONFIDENCE TRICK. 

contrite ad. 1 completely penitent. 
2 feeling guilt. [from Latin contr- 
lus ‘brunsed"| Q contritely adi: 
contriteness ”), contrition 7. 

contrivance 7. 1 something con- 
trived, esp. a mechanical device or 
a plan. 2 an act of contriving, esp. 
deceittully, 3 inventive capacity. 

contrive 7/7 1 devise. 2 (often foll. by to + 
infin.) manage. {from Old French controver ‘to 
find, imagine’| 0 contrivable adj. contriver n. 


contrived ad. planned so caretully as to seem 
unnatural: forced. 

control e 7. 1 command (wider the control of ). 2 the 
power of restraining, esp. self-restramt. 3 a means of 
restraint. 4 (usu. in pl) a means of regulating prices 
ete. 3 (usu. in pl.) switches and other devices by which 
a machine is controlled (also attb.: control panel). 6 aa 
place where something is controlled or verified. b a 
person or group that controls something. 7 a standard 
of comparison for checking the results of a survey 
or experiment also alinb: control sample). @ utr 


(controlled, controlling) 1 have control or com- 
mand of. 2 regulate. 3 restrain (lold hum to control 
himself. 4 serve as control to. 5 check, verify. 0 in 
control (often foll. by of) directing an activity. out of 
control no longer subject té proper direction or 
restraint. under control being controlled. [from 
medieval Latin contrarotulare ‘to keep a copy of a roll of 
accounts] 0 controllability 7. controllable ad. 
controllably adz. 

control group 2. a group forming the standard of 
comparison in an experiment. 

controller n. 1 a person or thing that contols. 2 a 
person in charge of expenditure. a controllership n. 

controlling interest 7. a means of determining 
the policy of a business etc., esp. by ownership of a 
majority of the stock. 

control tower 7. ¥ a tall building at an airport etc. 
from which air traffic is controlled. 


control tower 


terminal 


building 


boarding 
gale 


shuttle bus \ ground crew waiting aircraft 


CONTROL TOWER 


) 


controversial ad. 1 causing or subject to contro- 
versy. 2 of or relating to controversy. 3 prone to 
argue. O controversjalism 7. controversialist 
n. controversially adv. 

controversy 7. (~/. -ies) 1 disagreement on a 
matter of opinion. 2 a prolonged argument or dis- 
pute, esp. when conducted publicly, [from Latin 
contencersta] 


controvert v./7 dispute, deny. [based on Latin 
contraversus ‘disputed’] 0 controvertible ad). 

contumacious ad). stubbornly or wilfully disobedi- 
ent. [from Latin cantumax contumac-| 0 contuma- 
ciously adv. oO contumacy 7. 

contumelious adj. reproachtul, insulting, or inso- 
lent. 0D contumeliously adv. 

contumely 7. 1 insolent or reproachful language or 
treatment. 2 disgrace. [from Latin contumelia 
‘reproach  } 

contuse vf; injure without breaking the skin; 
bruise. [based on Latin contusus ‘beaten together’ | 
O contusion ”. 

conundrum 7. 1 a riddle, esp. one with a pun in its 

answer. 2 a puzzling question. [16th-century 
coinage | 
conurbation 7. an 
extended urban area. 
esp. one consisting of 

several towns and merg- 
ing suburbs. [based on 

Latin wrbs ‘city’ 

conure 7, 4 any medium- 
sized parrot of Aratinga, 
Pyrrhura, and related gen- 
era with mainly green 
plumage and a_ long 
aradated tail. [from Greek 

konos ‘cone’ + oura “tail’] 


CONURE: SUN GONURE 
\Aratinga solstitialis) 


convalesce 


convalesce v.intr, recover one’s health after illness. 
[from Latin convalescere] 

convalescent @ adj. recovering from an illness. 
@ 7. a convalescent person. 0 convalescence n. 

convection 7. 1 transference of heat by upward 
movement of a heated and less dense medium. 2 
Meteorol. the transfer of heat by the upward flow of hot 
air or downward flow of cold air. > rronr. [from Late 
Latin convectio| 0 convectional adj. convective ad). 

convection current 7. circulation that results from 
convection. 

convector 7, a heating appliance that circulates 
warm air by convection. 

convene 2. 1 #: summon or arrange (a meeting etc.). 
2 int, assemble. 3 t summon (a person) before a 
tribunal.[from Latin convenire ‘to assemble, agree, 
fit’] o convenable adj. 

convener 7. (also convenor) 1 a person who 
convenes a meeting. 2 Brit. a senior trade union 
official at a workplace. 

convenience 7. I the quality of being convenient; 
suitability. 2 freedom from difficulty or trouble; 
material advantage ( for convenience). 3 an advantage 
(a great convemence). 4 a useful thing, esp. an installa- 
tion or piece of equipment. 5 Br. a lavatory, esp. a 
public one. o at one’s convenience at a time or 
place that suits one. at one’s earliest conveni- 
ence as soon as one can. make a convenience of 
take advantage of (a person) insensitively. [from 
Latin convenientia ‘conformity’ | 

convenience food 7. food sold in convenient form 
and requiring very little preparation. 

convenience store 7. a shop with extended open- 
ing hours, stocking a wide range of goods. 

convenient adj. 1 (often foll. by jor, fo) 
a serving one’s comfort or interests. 
b suitable. ¢ free of trouble or difficulty. 
2 available or occurring at a suitable 
time or place (a convenient moment). 
3 easily accessible; well situated. 
D conveniently adz. 

convenror var. of CoNVENER. 


— 


convent 7. 1 a religious (usu. Christ- 
ian) community, esp. of nuns, under 
vows. 2 the premises occupied by this. 
3 (in full convent school) a school 
attached to and run by a convent. [from Latin 
conventus “assembly | 

conventicle n. esp. Ait. 1 a secret or unlawful reli- 
gious meeting, esp. of dissenters. 2 a building used for 
this. [from Latin conventiculum “(place of) assembly:] 

convention 7. 1 a gencral agreement, esp. agree- 
ment on social behaviour etc. by implicit consent of 
the majority. b a custom or customary practice. 2 a 
formal assembly for a common purpose. 3 a a formal 
agreement. b an agreement between states, esp. one 
less formal than a treaty. [related to Cony ene] 

conventional adj. 1 depending on or according 
with convention. 2 (of a person) attentive to social 
conventions, 3 usual. 4 not spontaneous or sincere 
or original. 5 (of weapons or power) non-nuclear. 
0 conventionalism 7. conventionalist 7. con- 
ventionality 7. (pl. -ies). conventionalize 1/: 
(also -ise). conventionally adv. 

conventioneer 7. US a person attending a conven- 
tion. 

converge vwinir. 1 come together as if to meet or 
join. 2 (of lines) tend to meet at a point. 3 (loll. by 
on, upon) approach from different directions. {from 
Late Latin convergere] 0 convergence 7, conver- 
gency /”. convergent ad). 

conversant adj. (foll. by wzth) well acquainted with. 
0 conversance i. conversancy 1. 

conversation 7. 1 the informal exchange of icleas, 
information, etc. by spoken words, 2 an instance of 
this, 

conversational adj. 1 of or in conversation. 2 col- 
loquial. 0 conversationally adv. 

conversationalist n. a person who is good at or 
fond of conversing. 


converse! /k6n-verss/ v.inty, (often foll. by with) 
engage in conversation. [from Latin conversant ‘to 
keep company (with)’] 5 converser 7. 
converse® /kon-verss/ @ adj. opposite, contrary, 
reversed. @ 7. something, esp. a statement or propos- 
ition, that is opposite or contrary. [from Latin 
conversus| 0 conversely adv. 
conversion 7. 1 the act or an instance of convert- 
ing or the process of being converted, esp. in belief 
or religion. 2 a an adaptation of a building for new 
purposes. b Brit. a converted building. 
convert @ v. /k6n-vert/ 1 / (usu. foll. by inio) 
change in form, character, or function. 2 é7 cause (a 
person) to change beliefs etc. 3 &% change (moneys 
etc.) into others of a different kind. 4 & make struc- 
tural alterations in (a building) to serve a new 
purpose, 5 tr (also absol.) Rugby score extra points 
from (a try) by a successful kick at goal. 6 inf, be 
converted or convertible (the sofa converts into a bed). 
e 7. /kon-vert/ (often foll. by to) a person who has 
been converted to a different belief, opinion, etc. 
[from Latin convertere ‘to turn about’} 
converter 7, (also convertor) I a person or thing 
that converts, 2 Electr a an electrical apparatus for 
the interconversion of alternating current and 
direct current. b Electronics an apparatus for 
converting a signal from one frequency to another. 
3 a reaction vessel used in making steel. 
convertible e ad. 1 that may be converted. 2 (of a 
car) having a folding or detachable roof. @ 7. ¥ a car 
with a folding or detachable roof. 0 convertibility 
n. convertibly adv. 

convertible 

hood frame 

i 


Sixed 


windscreen 


CONVERTIBLE: 
CADILLAC ELDORADO, 1954 


convex adj. having an outime or surtace curved like 
the exterior of a circle or sphere (cf conc.we). [from 
Latin convexus ‘vaulted, arched’| 0 convexity 1. 
convexly ad... 

convey 2./ 1 transport or carry (goods, passengers, 
ete.). 2 communicate (an idea, meaning, etc.). 
3 Law: transfer the ttle to (property). 4 transimit 
(sound, smell, etc.). [based on Latin ma ‘way’| 
o conveyable ad). 

conveyance 7. 1 the act or process of carrying. 2 a 
means of transport; a vehicle. 3 Law a the transfer 
of property from one owner to another. b a docu- 
ment effecting this. O conveyancer 7. (in sensc 3). 
conveyancing #. (1n sense 3). 

conveyor 7. (also conveyer) a person or thing that 
conveys. 

conveyor belt ». an endless moving belt for 
conveying articles or materials, esp. in a factory. 

convict e 7/7, /k6n-vikt/ 1 (often foll. by g/) prove 
to be guilty (of a crime ete.). 2 declare guilty by the 
verdict of a jury or the decision of a judge. @ 1, 
/kon-vikt/ chictly Aisi. a person serving a prison 
sentence. [from Latin convictus ‘proved’ | 

conviction 7. 1 a the act or provess of proving 01 
finding guilty. b an instance of this (has feo previous 
convicions), 2 a the action or resulting state of heme 
convinced. b a firm belief or opmion. 

convince 7.7 1 persuade (a person) to believe o 
realize. 2 (as convinced adj.) firmly persuaded (a 
convinced pacifist). [from Latin comincere “to prove’ | 
0 convincer 7. convincible ad. 


steel 
hood cover 


boot lid 


cook-chill 


convincing adj. 1 able to or such as to convince. 
2 substantial (a convincing victory). O convincingly adv. 

convivial ad. 1 sociable and lively. 2 festive (a 
convivial atmosphere), [based on Latin conuwum ‘feast’ 
a conviviality n. convivially adv. 

convocation 7. 1 the act of calling together. 2 a 
large formal gathering of people, esp.; a Bri. 
a provincial synod of the Anglican clergy. b Bri. a 
legislative or deliberative assembly of a university. 
[from Latin convocatio] 0 convocational ad. 

convoke »:/7, formal call (people) together; summon 
to assemble. [from Latin convocare] 

convoluted ad). 1 coiled, twisted. 2 complex, intri- 
cate. [from Latin convolutus] 0 convolutedly ado. 

convolution 7. 1 coiling, twisting. 2 a coil or twist. 
3 complexity. 4 a sinuous fold in the surface of the 
brain. > skin. 0 convolutional adj. 

convolvulus 7. (//. con- 
volvuluses) >» any twin- 
ing plant of the genus 
Convoloulus, with trum- 
pet-shaped flowers, 
e.g. bindweed. [Latin, 
literally ‘bindweed’] i 

convoy Oia group 
of ships or vehicles 
travelling together or é 
under escort. @ wr 
escort, esp. with armed 
protection. D in convoy 
under escort with others; 
as a group. [from Old 
French convoyer, variant 
of conveier ‘to convey’ | 


- 


CONVOLVULUS 
(Convoluulus arvensis) 


convulsant 7. Pharm. a drug that may produce 
convulsions. [French] 
convulse v./r, 1 (usu. in passive) affect with 
convulsions. 2 collog. cause to laugh uncon- 
trollably. 3 shake violently; agitate, 
rN disturb. [based on Latin convulsus 
A ‘wrenched’| a convulsive adj. 
: convulsively adv. 
= 2 convulsion 7. 1 {usu. in pl.) 
violent irregular motion of a 
limb or limbs or the body caused 
by involuntary contraction of 
muscles, 2 a violent disturbance or agita- 
tion. 3 (in pl.) collog. uncontrollable laughter. 
0 convulsionary ad). 
cony 7. (also coney) ( //. -ies or -eys) 1 a Heraldry 
or dal. a rabbit. b its fur. 2 Bibl. a hyrax. [trom 
Latin cuniculus| 
coo e 7, a soft murmuring sound like that of a dove 
or pigeon. @ v. (coos, cooed) 1 wir, make the sound 
of a coo. 2 intr. G Ir talk or say in a soft or amorous 
voice. @ int, Brit. slang expressing surprise or in- 
credulity. 
co-occur v,ini7. (often foll. by zh) occur together or 
simultaneously. 6 co-occurrence 7. 
cooee Bri!. collog. @ n. S int. a sound used to attract 
attention, esp. at a distance. @ v.int (cooees. 
cooeed, cooeeing) make this sound. 0 within 
cooee (or a cooee) of Lusiral. GNX collog. very near 
to. [imitative of a signal used by Australian Aborigi- 
nals and copied by settlers] 
cook e%. 1 prepare (food) by heating it. 2 ime: (of 
food) undergo cookmg. 3 & collog. falsity {accounts 
etc.); alter to produce a desired result (esp. in cook 
the books,. 4 i & intr, US collog. do or proceed 
successlully. 3 inf: (as be cooking) collog. be happen- 
ing or ahout to happen (went to find out what was cooking). 
@ 7. a person who cooks, esp. professionally or in a 
specified way (a good cook). 0 cook a person’s goose 
rum a person’s chances. cook up ¢ollog. invent or 
concact (a story, excuse, etc). [based on Latin caguas 
‘a cook’] G cookable ad. & n. 
cookbook #7, a cookery book. 
cook-chill atirih.ad. Brit. designating food which 
has been cooked and refrigerated by the manufac- 
turer ready for reheating by the consumer. 


cooker 


COOKWARE 

Pans and dishes are designed for particular 
methods of cooking, although many fulfil 
several functions. Saucepans and frying 
pans are used on top of the stove, and are 


EXAMPLES OF COOKWARE 


FRYING PAN 


SNL TAS: 


LOMSESRNS IME 


PATTY 


LINS 


cooker 7. 1 a Bri. a stove used for cooking: foocl. 
bwusu. in comb) a container in which food is cooked 
( pressure cooker). 2 Brit. callog. a fruit ete, (esp. an apple) 
that is more suitable for cooking than for cating raw, 

cookery 7. | #/. -ies) the art or practice of cooking. 

cookery book ». Bri/. a book containing recipes 
and other information about cooking, 

cookie 7. 1 .\. Amer. a small sweet biscuit. 2 slang a 
person of a specified kind \fough cookie). [from Dutch 
koekje ‘little cake’ | 

cooking 7. 1 the art or process by which food is 
cooked, 2 jattribh: suitable for or used in cooking 
(covking apple: cooking utensils). 

cookware 7. A utensils for cooking, esp. dishes, 
pans, Cle. 

cool e adj. 1 of or ata fauly low temperature; fairly 
cold (a cool day; a cool hath. 2 suggesting or achieving 
coolness cool culours, cool clothes. 3 calm, unexcited. 
4 lacking enthusiasm. 5 unfriendly: lacking cordiality 
(gol a coul receplian). 6 calmly auclacious (a cool customer) 
7 (prec, by a@ collog. visu. as an intensive; esp. of large 
sums of money) not less than: a full cost me a cool thre 
thowand . 8 slang a excellent. marvellous. b fashion- 
able: having street creclibiity. @ 1. 1 coolness. 2 cool 
ar: a cool place, 3 s/ang calmness, composure (Keep / lay 
one’ cools. @ it & mtr olten toll. by doven. off ) nvake or 
become cool. a cool one’s heels sce siiss.! cool it 
ang relax, calm down, [Old Enelish| o coolish «dj, 
coolly ad. coolness 1. 


coolabah ». (also coolibah) Amsfra/. anv of various 
mum trees, esp. Eucalyptus microtheca. [from .\bori- 
einal gulabaa| 

coolant 1. @ cooling agent. esp. fhuid, to remove 
heat from an engine, nuclear reactor, ete, 

cool bag 7. :also cool box B)//, an 
container for keeping load cool 


insulated 
cooler 7. 1 a vessel in which 
2 ON. len. aa velrigerator 
prison or a prison cell, 


thing is cooled 


b = coor ww. 3 s/ane 


cool-headed wii). not casily excited 
coolibah var. of coor 


coolie u. (also cooly , f/. -ies) an unskilled native 


ae | 


made from various metals, often with a non- 
stick coating, Casserole dishes and baking 
tins are used inside the oven, while cook- 
ware for microwaves must be non-metallic. 


OVENPROOF DISH 


MICROWAVE-PROOT DISH 


TIN CASSEROLE DISH 


COOLING RACK 


labourer in India. China. and some other Eastern 
countries. [from Hindi Au/i day-labourer | 

coolie hat 7. a broad conical hat as worn by coolies. 

cooling-off period 7. an interval to allow for a 
change of mind before commitment to action. 

cooling tower 7. a tall structure for cooling hot 
water before reuse, esp. in mdustry, & Powe SEATON 

coomb 7. (also combe, Bri/. 1a valley or hollow on 
the side of a hill. 2 a short valley running up from 
the coast. [Old Enelish| 

coon 1. 1 NV. Amer a raccoon. 2 slang offens. a black 
person, 

coop e 7. 1 ¥ a cage or pen for poultry. 2 a small 
place of confinement, esp. a prison. @ 7.f (often foll. 
by up, 7) confine (a person) na sinall space. [from 


Latin capa cask| 
pop hal 


hinged doa 


laying compartment 


COOP POR CHICKENS 


co-op 7. collog. 1 Brit. a cooperative society or shop. 
2 a cooperative busmess or enterprise. 

cooper @ #. a maker or repairer of casks, barrels, etc. 
@ if make or repair (a cask). [based on Middle Low 
Gerinan Adpe ‘coop | 

cooperate e)//: (also co-operate) 1 (often fol]. by 
zeuth) work or act together; help, assist. 2 be helpful and 
do as one is asked. {based on ecclesiastical Latin co 
operalis ‘acted together | 0 cooperant ad. co- 
operation /. cooperator 1. 


coping stone 


cooperative (also co-operative) @ ad. 1 of or 
affording cooperation. 2 willing to cooperate. 3 Econ. 
(of a farm, business, enterprise, etc.) owned and run 
jointly by its members, with profits or benefits shared 
among them, @ 7. a cooperative farm or society or 
business. 0 cooperatively civ. cooperativeness 7. 
co-opt wf; appoint to membership of a body by invi- 
tation of the existing members. [from Latin cooptare| 
D co-optation 7). co-option 7. co-optive a7). 
coordinate (also co-ordinate) ev. /koh-ord--nayt/ 
1 & bring (various parts, movements, etc.) into a 
proper or required relation. 2 mt work or act 
together effectively. @ adj. /koh-ord-i-nat/ 1 equal 
in rank or importance. 2 Gram. (of parts of a 
compound sentence) equal in status. @ 2. /koh-ord- 
i-nat/ 1 Alath. each of a system of magnitudes used 
to fix the position of a point, line, or plane. 2 (in p/.) 
matching items of clothing. [based on Latin ordina- 
tus ‘put in order’| 0 coordination x, coordina- 
tive ad). coordinator 7. 
coot 7. 1 ¥ any black aquatic bird of the genus Fulica, 
esp. F afra with the upper mandible extended back- 
wards to form a white plate on the forehead. 2 collog. 
a stupid person. [Middle English] 


: A. 


Coot (Fulica atra) 


co-own 7/7 own jointly with another person or 
persons. O co-owner x. co-ownership 7. 

cop slang @ n. 1 a police officer. 2 Brit. a capture or 
arrest (if) a fair cop). @ v.tr (copped, copping) 
1 catch or arrest (an offender). 2 receive, suffer. 
3 take, seize. 0 cop it Brit. 1 get into trouble: be 
punished. 2 be killed. cop out 1 withdraw; give up 
an attempt. 2 go back’on a promise. not much (or 
no) cop &ru, of little or no value or use. 

copal x. a resin from any of various tropical trees, 
used for varnish. [from Aztec copall ‘incense’| 

co-partmer 7. a partner or associate, esp. when 
sharing equally. 0 co-partnership 1. 

cope! vii: (foll. by wzth) deal effectively or contend: 
manage. [earlicr in sense “to meet in battle: based on 
Greek koluphas “low with the fist] 

cope’ e 7. Eccl. a long cloaklike vestment worn by a 
priest or bishop in ceremonies and processions. 
@ vf, cover with a cope or coping. [from Late Latin 
cappa “cape | 

copeck 1. (also kopeck, kopek) a monetary unit of 
Russia etc.. equal to one-hundredth of a rouble. 
[from Russian kopeika ‘little lance’. from the 1535 
com depicung Ivan [V bearing a lance] 

Copernican system ”. (als) Copernican theory 
Astron. the theory that the planets (inclucling the 
Earth) move round the Sun (cf Prouuuc sysium). 

copiable adj. that can or may be copied. 

copier 7. a machine or person that copies (esp. 
documents). 

co-pilot 7. a second pilot in an 
aireraft. roping ston 

coping 7. the top (usu. slop- 
ing) course of masonry in 
a wall or parapet. 


coping stone //. > 
a stone used in a 
coping, 


course of bricks —_ 
COPING 
STONE 


copious 


copious ad. 1 abundant, plentiful. 2 producing 
much. 3 providing much information. 4 profuse in 
speech. [based on Latin copia ‘plenty’| 0 copiously 
adv. copiousness n. 
copita x. 1 a tulip-shaped sherry glass. 2 a glass of 
sherry. [Spanish] 
cop-out 7. 1 a cowardly or feeble evasion. 2 an 
escape; a way of escape. 
copper’ @ x. 1 Chem. a 
malleable red-brown metal- 
lic element used esp. for 
electrical wiring and in 
alloys. > mera.. 2 (usu. in pl.) 
a bronze coin, esp. one of 
little value. 3 Bri. a large metal 
vessel for boiling esp. laundry. 
e@ adj.» made of or coloured like 
copper. @ ui cover with copper. 
[from Latin cyprium aes ‘Cyprus 
metal’ | 
copper” 7. slang a police officer. 
copper beech 7. a varicty of 
beech with copper-coloured leaves. 
copper belt 7. a copper-mining area 
of central Africa. 
copper-bottomed ad. 1 having a_ bottom 
sheathed with copper. 2 Brit. genuine or reliable, 
esp. financially. 
copperhead 7. 1 YW a venomous viper, 
Agkistrodon contortrix, native to N. America. 2 a 
venomous cobra. Denivnia 
superba, native to 
Australia. 


COPPERHEAD (aAgkistrodon contortrix) 


copperplate e 7. 1 a a polished copper plate for 
engraving or etching, b a print made from this. 2 ¥ 
an ornate style of handwriting. e ad. of or in 
copperplate writing. 


Galo of others 


COPPERPLATE: LXAMPLE OF ENGR WED 
COPPLRPLATE HANDWRITING 


coppery adj. of or like copper, esp. in colour. 
coppice e 7. an area of undergrowth and small 
trees, grown for periodic cutting. @ @/ cut back 
(young trees) periodically to stimulate growth ol 
shoots. [based on medieval Latin colpus “blow’] 
0 coppiced ad). 
copra 7. the 
[Portuguese] 
co-produce wf produce (a play, broadcast, etc.) 
jointly. o co-producer 7, co-production “. 
copse 7. 1 = coppice, 2 (in general use) a small wood. 
{shortened from corr] 


dried kernels of the coconut. 


copsewoed ». undergrowth. 

Copt n. 1 a native Egyptian in the Hellenistic ancl 
Roman periods. 2 a native Christian of the 
independent Egyptian Church. [based on Greck 
Aiguptios Egyptian’| 

Coptic e x. the language of the Copts. e ad. of o1 
rclating to the Copts or their language, 

copula x. (p/. copulas) Logic & Gram. a connecting 
word, esp. a part of the verb be connecting a subject 
and predicate. [Laun] 0 copular ad). 

copulate ¢.in/r have sexual intercourse. [based on 
Latin copulatus linked] o copulation 1. copula- 
tory ad). 

copy e x. (p/. -ies) 1 a thing madc to imitate or be 


COPPER 
DISTILLER S JUG 


identical to another. 2 a single specimen of a publi- 
cation or issue. 3 a matter to be printed. b material 
for a newspaper or magazine article (scandals make 
good copy). @ v.tr. (-ies, ~ied) 1 a (often absol.) make a 
copy of. b (often foll. by owé) transcribe. 2 (foll. by to) 
send a copy of (a letter) to a third party. 3 do the 
same as; imitate. [from medieval Latin copia ‘tran- 
script’, cf. phrase copram describendi_facere “to give 
permission to transcribe’| 
copybook 7. 1 a book containing models of 
handwriting. 2 (attrib.) a tritely conventional. 
b accurate, exemplary. 
copycat x. 1 collog. (esp. as a child’s word) a 
person who copies another, esp. slavishly. 
2 attrib.) in imitation of a person, act, event, 
etc. (copycat crimes). 
copy-edit v./, (-edited, -editing) edit 
(copy) for printing. 0 copy editor n. 
copyist 7. a person who makes (esp. writ- 
ten) copies. 
copyright e 7. the exclusive legal right to 
print, publish, perform, film, or record 
literary, artistic, or musical material. @ adj. 
(of such material) protected by copyright. 
@ wir secure copyright for (material). 
copy-typist n. a person who makes typewritten 
transcripts of documents. 
copywriter 2. a person who writes or prepares copy 
(esp. of advertsing material) for publication. 
O copywriting 1. 
coq au vin n. a casserole of chicken pieces 
cooked in red wine. 
[French, ‘cock in wine’] 
coquette 7. a woman who 
flirts. [French, literally ‘wanton 
female’] 0 coquetry 7. (pl. -ies). 
coquettish adj. coquettishly - adv. 
coquettishness 1. 
cor il. Bri. slang expressing surprise, 
excitement, alarm, etc. O cor blimey see 
wiimey. [corruption of God | 
coracle 7. Brit. a small Welsh or Irish boat 
of wickerwork covered with watertight 
material. [from Welsh coreg! | 
coral e 7. 1 a hard calcareous substance 
secreted by certain marine cnidarians and often 
forming large reefs. > cxmarin. 2 9 a sedentary and 
typically colonial cnidarian of warin and tropical 
seas with a calcareous, horny, or soft skeleton, which 
forms such reefs. 3 (in full red coral) a pinkish-red 
horny coral used in jewellery. 4a pinkish-red colour. 
e ad. 1 of a pinkish-red colour. 2 made of coral. 
{from Greek korallion| ac coralloid ad. & n. 


Stinging 
lentacle 


neighbouring 


coral animal — mouth 


bag like 


slamach 


hard plates of 


stony skeleton 


CORAL: CROSS-SECTION EHROU GIT 


SCOR NT NS 


coral island ». an island formed by the growth of 
coral. 

coralline e 7. any scaweed of the venus Corallin 
having a calcareous jointed stem. @ adj. 1 = cor. 


adj. 1. 2 of or like coral. 


CORDATE 
LEAF 


CORE 
| coral reefz.arcef formed double reed ss 
| by the growth of coral. 
> Aron. crook 
cor anglais /kor ong- 
glay/ n. (pl. cors anglais upper joint 
pronunc, same) Mus. ® an poni-a/ F 


alto woodwind instrument 
of the oboe family. & orcHes- 
TRA, [French, 
literally “English horn’) 

corbel 7. Archit. a projec- 
tion of stone, timber, etc.. 
jutting out from a wall to 
support a weight. > ctHwreau, 
{from Old French, literally 
‘little crow’ | 


wooden tube 


WOODWIND. 


cord e 7. 1 a long thin flex- 
ible string or rope made 
from several twisted strands. 
b a piece of this. 2 Anat. a 
structure in the body re- 
sembling a cord (spinal cord). 
3 a ribbed fabric, esp. cor- 
duroy. b (in pl.) corduroy 
trousers. 4 an electric flex. 
e@ v.71 fasten or bind with 
cord. 2 (as corded adj.) 
a (of cloth) ribbed. b pro- 
vided with cords. [from 
Greek Khorde*gut, 
string of musi- 
cal mstrument | 
0 cordlike ad). 
cordate adj. < heartshaped. [based 
on Laun cor cordis ‘heart’] 
cordial e adj. 1 heartfelt, sincere. 
2 warm, friendly. @ n. I Bri. a fruit- 
flavoured drink. 2 a-comforting or 
pleasant-tasting medicine. {based on 
Latin cor cordis “heart’| 0 cordiality n. 
cordially adv. 
cordite n. a smokeless explosive. [based 
on corp, from its appearance | 


muddl: joint 


bell joint 


bulb shaped 
bell 


COR ANGLAIS 


cordless adj. (of an electrical appliance, tele- 
phone, etc.) working without connection to a mains 
supply or central unit. 
cordon e 7. 1 a line or 
of police, soldiers, ete., esp. 
preventing access to or from an 
area. 2 an ornamental cord or 
braid. 3 m» a fruit tree 
trained to grow as a single 
stem. @ fr (often foll. by 
off ) enclose or sepa- 
rate with a cordon 
of police CLG: 
{related to corp] 


cordon 
bleu /kor- 
don bler/ 
Cookery @ adj. of the highest class. e n. a cook of this 
class. [French, literally ‘blue ribbon’] 


CORDON 


cordon sanitaire /kor-don san-i-tair/ n. 1 a 
guarded line between infected and uninfected 
clistricts. 2 any measure designed to prevent 
communication or the spread of undesirable influ- 
ences, [French] 

cordovan 7. a kind of soft leather. [Spanish cordovan 
‘of Cordova’, Spanish city where originally made| 
corduroy ». 1 a thick cotton fabric with velvety 
ribs. 2 (in pi.) corduroy trousers. [18th-century 
comage| 
corduroy road 1. a road made of tree trunks laid 
across a swamp. 
cordwainer 7. Bril. «faic. a shoemaker (usu. in 
names ol guilds ete.) [from obsolete cordeeain 

‘cordovan | 


CORE «hy, (in the US) Congress of Racial Equality 


core 


core e 7. 1 » the horny 
central part of various 

fruits, containing the — core 
seeds. 2 the central or | 
most important part A 

of anything (also y 

attrib. core currwulum). f | 
3 the central region { 

of the Earth. > 

Eartu. 4 the central \ 
part of a nuclear 
reactor, contaming &, 
the fissile material. 
D> NUCLLAR power. 5 a 
magnetic structural 
unit In a computer, 
storing one bit of data 
(see wii 4). 6 the inner 
strand of an electric cable, rope, etc. 7 a piece of 
soft tron forming the centre of an electromagnet or 
an induction coil. @ ifr remove the core from. 
[Middle English] a corer n. (usu. in comé.). 


outer layer 


of soft flesh 


— seed 


CORE: GROSS-SECTLION 
OF AN APPLE SHOWING 
DECOR, 


core memory 17. the memory of a computer 
consisting of many cores. 
coreopsis 7.» any plant of 
the genus Coreopsis (daisy 
family), having rayed usu. 
yellow flowers. [from Greek 
koris ‘bug’ + opsis “appear- 
ance’, with reference to 
the seed] 
co-respondent 7. ([S 
corespondent) a person 
cited in a divorce case as 
having committed adultery 
with the respondent. i 
core time 1. Bri/..in a flexi- 
time system) the central 
part of the working day, 
when all employees must 
be present. 
corgi 7. (in full Welsh corgi 
(pl. corgis, 1 ¥ a dug of a 
short-legged breed with fox- 
like head. 2 this breed. > noc. 
{from Welsh cor “dwarf” + cr 
‘dog’} 


COREOPSIS 
(Coreopsts grandiflora 
‘Early Sunrise’) 


., CORGI: 
. WELSH € ORG] alas 


coriander 7. 1 an uinbelliferous plant, Goriandrum 
safioum, with leaves and fruits used for flavouring, 
f& Here. 2 (also coriander seed) this fruit. dried. 
© spc. [from Greek koriannan| 
Corinthian e ad). 1 of or relating to ancient 
Cormth in southern Greece. 2 Archit. & of an order 
characterized by ornate decoration and flared 
capitals with acanthus leaves. B conmMn. @ 7m a 
native of Corinth, 
corium 7. nai. the 
dermis. (Latin, liter- 
ally *skin’] 
cork e 7. 1 ® the 
buovant light brown 
material obtamed 
from beneath — the 
bark of the cork oak. 
2 © a botile stopper 


untreated cork 


cork tile 


cork stopper 


of cork or other CORK IN 
material. 3a float of VARIO S 
cork used im fishing FORMS 


corner 


CORINTHIAN 


Corinthian is a term applied to one of the 
three principal orders of classical architec- 
ture. Invented in Athens in the 5th century 
BC, Corinthian architecture was also widely 
used by the ancient Romans, and borrowed 
some features from both the Doric and 
Jonian orders. 


zi 


SJlared 
capital 


column 


cella 


FRONT ELEVATION OF A CORINTHIAN TEMPLE 


etc, 4 (attrib) made of cork. @ w/z (often foll. by up) 
1 stop or confine. 2 restrain (feelings ete.). [from 
Spanish adcorque ‘cork sole’| a corkhke ag). 
corkage 7. a charge made by a restaurant or 
hotel for serving wine etc. brought in by 
customers, 
corked ad. 1 stopped with a cork. 2 (of wine) 
spoilt by a decayed cork. 
corker 7. s/aig an excellent or astonishing person or 


thing. 

corking ad). esp. Brit. slang strikingly large or splen- 
clid, 

cork oak 1. ® an ever- 

ereen Mediterranean 

oak, Quercus suber, 


yielding cork, 
corkscrew @7). 1a 
spiral clevice for ex- 
tracting corks from 
botdes. 2 (often 
attrib) a thing with a 
spiral shape. @ v./n & 
int, move spirally: 
twist. =n 
cork-tipped — av. 
Brit. (of a cigarette) 
having a filter of cork- 
like material. 


CORK OAK 
(Quercus suber) 


corkwood 7. 1 a shrub or tree yielding a light 
porous wood, esp. Leitnera flordana of the US and 
Enielea arborescens of New Zealand. 2 this wood. 


corky adj. icorkier, corkiest; 1 corklike. 2 (of 


wine) corked. 
corm 7. Bol. » an 

underground swol- 

len stem 


cormel 
(young corm) 


food 
Starage 
tiy sue 


base of 
some plants, e.g, 
the crocus, [from 
Greek kormos “trunk 
with boughs lopped 
off] 
cormorant 
n. any diving 
seabird of the 
family Phalacro- 
coracidae, esp. Phal 
acrocorax carbo, which 
has lustrous black 
plumage. © SiAnikp. 
[from medieval Laun 
corvus marinus “sca-rayen | 


CORM; 
GROSS-SECTION 
OF A GEADIOLUS 

CORM 


corn'e 7. 1 a esp. Brit. any ccreal before or 
alter harvesting, esp. the chief crop of a 
region, ¢.g, wheat, oats, etc, b OS & Austral, 


long slender 


entrance 


pediment 
decorated 
with 
mouldings — 


entablature 


acanthus leaf 


decoration capital 


CORINTHIAN 
CAPITAL AND 
ENTABLATURE 


= MAIZE. € a grain or seed of a cereal plant. 2 collog. 
something corny or trite. @ uf (as corned adj.) 
sprinkled or preserved with salt or brine (corned 
beef ).[Old English] 

corn? n. a small area of horny usu. tender skin esp. 
on the toes, extending into subcutaneous tissue. 
{from Latin cornu “horn’] 

cornbread 1. bread made of the meal of maize. 

corn chandler 7. a dealer in corn. 

corn cob 2. the cylindrical centre of the maize ear 
to which rows of grains are attached. 

corn-cob pipe 7. a tobacco pipe made from a corn 
cob. 


corncrake 7. a Yail, Grex crex, with a rasping 
call, inhabiting grassland and nesting on the 
ground. ; 
corn dog 7, a hot dog sausage coated in 
cornmeal batter and deep-fried. 
corn dolly 7. Bri, a symbolic or decora- 
live figure made of plaited straw. 
cornea 7° the transparent layer covering 
the front of the eye. > ryt. [from medieval 
Latin cornea lela horny tissue’] 0 corneal ad). 
cornelian ». (also carnelian) I wy a dull 
red or reddish-white an 
variety of chalcedony. & crm. different 
2 this colour. [from Old French coloured bands 
corneline| 


corner @ 7. 1 a place where 
converging sides or edges 
meet. 2 a projecting 
angle, esp. where two 
streets meet. 3 the 
internal space or 
recess formed by the 
meeting of two sides. 
4 a dithicult position, esp. 
one from which there is 
no escape (driven into a 
corner), 3 a secluded or 
remote place. 6 a region 
or quarter, esp. a remote 

one { from the four corners of the 
Earth), 7 the action or result of 
buying or controlling the whole 
available stock of a commodity, thereby dominat- 
ing the market. 8 Boving & Hiestling an angle of the 
ring, esp. one where a contestant rests between 
rounds. 9 Football & Hockey a free-kick or hit from a 
corner of the pitch. @ 7 1 ¢& force (a person or 
animal) into a difficult or inescapable position. 
2 Wa establish a corner in (a commodity). b dom- 
inate (the market) in this way. 3 inix (esp. of or in a 
vehicle) go round a corner. G just round (or 
around) the corner collog. very near; imminent. 
[based on Latin cornu ‘horn’ | 


CORNELIAN 


cornerback 


cornerback 7. (in American football etc.) a defen- 
sive player or position on the wing. 

cornerstone 7. 1 a stone in a projecting angle of a 
wall. 2 an indispensable part or basis of something. 

cornerwise adv. diagonally. 

cornet 7. 1 Mus. ¥ a brass instrument resembling a 
trumpet but shorter and wider. > srass. 2 Brit. a 
conical wafer for holding ice cream. {from Latin 
cornu ‘horn’] 0 cornetist 7. (also cornettist). 


cup-shaped 
mouthpiece 


piston 


valve Slared bell —__ 


value 
slide 


bore widens after valves 


CORNET 


corn exchange n. Ani. a place for trade in corn. 

cornfield 7. a field in which corn is being grown. 

cornflake 7. 1 (in p/.) a breakfast cereal of toasted 
flakes made from maize flour. 2 a flake of this 
cereal. 

cornflour n. Brit. 1 a fine-ground maize flour. 2 a 
flour of rice or other grain. 

cornflower 7. any plant of the genus Centaurea 
(composite family), esp. C. cyanus, with deep blue 
flowers. 

cornice 2. Archil. 

1 > an ornamental 


moulding near the cornice o { 
top of the wall of a il 


room. 2 a horizontal 

moulded — projection 7 
moulded aa 

support 


crowning a building 

or structure. > ENT\B- p — ea 
Larure. [from Italian] pare 
O corniced adj. enti — 
Cornish e ad. of or = 
relating to Cornwall in | 
SW England, or its south- = 

ern Celtic language. @ 7. the 
ancient Celtic language of 
Cornwall. 0 Cornishman 
n. ( pl. -men). 

Cornish cream 7. clotted cream. 

Cornish pasty 7. a pasty containing seasoned 
meat and vegetables. 

corn on the cob 2. maize cooked and caten from 
the corn cob. 

corn salad 7. = Lame’s Loi uc. 


CORNICE FROM AN 
I 8 VH-CEN LURS 
INTERIOR WALL 


cornstarch 77, = CoRArLoUK |. 

cornucopia 7. 1 aa symbol of plenty consisting of 
a goat’s horn overflowing with flowers, fruit, and 
corn. b an ornamental vessel shaped like this. 2 an 
abundant supply. [from Latin cornu copiae “horn ot 
plenty’] 0 cornucopian ad). 

corn whiskey 7. US whisky distilled from maize. 

corny adj. (cornier, corniest) 1 collog. trite. 
2 feebly humorous. 3 sentimental. 4 old-fashioned; 
out of date. 5 of or abounding in corn. 0 cornily 
adv. corniness 7. 

corolla 7. Bot. a whorl or whorls of petals forming 
the inner envelope of a flower. [Latin, literally “lite 
crown | 

corollary e 7. (//. -ies) 1 a a proposition that 
follows from (and is often appended to) one already 
proved. b an immediate deduction. 2 (often foll. by 
of ) a natural consequence or result. @ adj. 1 supple- 
mentary, associated. 2 (often foll. by fo) forming a 
corollary. [from Latin corollanum ‘money paid for a 
garland, gratuity’ | 


corona! /ké-roh-ni/ 1. (pl. 
coronae /-nec/) t aa small 
circle of light round the Sun 
or Moon. > Sun. b the 
gaseous envelope of the Sun, 
seen as an area of light around 
the Moon’s disc during a 
total solar eclipse. 2 Anat. a 
crown or crownlike struc- 
ture. 3 Boi. ® a crownlike 
outgrowth from the inner 
side of a corolla. 4 Electr. the 
glow around a conductor at 
high potential. [Latin, liter- 
ally ‘crown’| 0 coronal adj. 
corona’ 7. a long cigar with 
straight sides. [originally a proprietary name] 
coronary e ad). Anai. resembling or encircling 
like a crown, esp. denoting or involving the arter- 
ies which supply blood to the heart. @ . (pi. -ies) 
= CORONARY LHROMBOSIS, 
coronary thrombosis ».. a blockage of the blood 
flow caused by a blood clot in a coronary artery. 
coronation n. the ceremony of crowning a sover- 
eign or a sovereign’s consort. 
coroner 7. an official holding inquests on deaths 
thought to be violent or accidental, and Bri. 
inquiries in cases of treasure trove. [based on 
Anglo-French cor (o}une “crown’] 0 coronership 2. 


corona 


;* 


coronet 7. 1 a small crown. 2 a circlet of precious 
materials, esp. as a headdress. [from Old French 
coronet (t)e] O coroneted adj. 

Corp. abbr. 1 Corporal. 2 US Corporation. 

corpora p/. of corpus. 

corporal! 7. a non-commissioned army or air force 
officer ranking next below sergeant. [from Italian 
caporale] 

corporal? adj. of or relating to the human body. 
[from Latin corporalts| 0 corporally adv, 

corporality 7. (//. -ies) 1 material existence. 2 a 
body. 

corporal punishment 7. punishment inflicted on 
the body, esp. by beating. 

corporate e ad. 1 forming a corporation (corporate 


body). 2 forming one body of many individuals. 3 of 


or belonging to a corporation or group (corporate 
responsibility). @ n. a large industrial corporation. 
[from Latin corporatus ‘formed into a bady’] 0 cor- 
porately adv. corporatism 7. corporatist adj. 

corporate raider n. esp. US a person who mounts 
an unwelcome takeover bid by buying up a 
company’s shares on the stock market. 

corporation 2. 1 a group of people authorized to 
act as an individual and recognized in law as a 
single entity, esp. in business. 2 Brit. the municipal 
authorities of a borough, town, or city. 3 joc. a 
protruding stomach. 

corporative adj. 1 of a corporation. 2 governed by 
or organized in corporations, esp. of employers and 
employed. 0 corporativism 7. 

corporeal /kor-por-ial/ adj. bodily, physical, 
material, esp. as distinct from spiritual. [based on 
Latin corpus -oris ‘body’| 0 corporeality n. cor- 
poreally adi. 

corps /kor/ n. (pl. corps /korz/) 1 Afil aa body 
of troops with special duties (entelligence corps: Royal 
Army Medical Corps). b a main subdivision of an 
army in the field. 2 a body of people engaged in a 
special activity (diplomatic corps). (French, literally 
‘body’| 


corps de ballet /kor dé bal-ay/ n. the company of 


ensemble dancers in a ballet. [French] 

corps diplomatique /dip-l6-ma-teek/ n. a diplo- 
matic corps. [French] 

corpse 7. a dead (usu. human) body, [from Latin 
corpus ‘body’ | 

corpulent ad. bulky in body: fat. [from Latin corpu 
lentus| 0 corpulence n. 

corpus 7. (p/. corpora or corpuses) a body o1 


copolla 


CORONA 
2 OF A DAFFODIL 


corrie 


collection of writings, texts, spoken mater- 
ial, etc. (Latin, literally ‘body’] 
corpuscle 7. a minute body or cell in an 
organism, esp. (in pl.) the red or white cells in 
the blood of vertebrates. > soo. [from Latin 
corpusculum| 0 corpuscular ad). 
corpus delicti n. Law the facts and circum- 
stances constituting a breach of a law. [Latin, 
literally “body of offence’] 
corpus luteum 7. Anat. a hormone-secret- 
ing structure developed in the ovary after 
discharge of the ovum, degenerating after a 
few days unless pregnancy has begun. > ovary, 
[Latin, literally ‘yellow body’] 
corral /k6-rahl/ e 7. 1.N. Amer a pen for cattle, 
horses, ete. 2 an enclosure for capturing wild 
animals. e ./: (corralled, corralling) put or keep 
in a corral. [Spanish & Old Portuguese] 
correct @ adj. 1 true, right, accurate. 2 (of conduct, 
manners, etc.) proper, right. @ wfz 1 set right; 
amend (an error, omission, etc., or person). 2 mark 
the errors in (work). 3 substitute the right thing for 
(the wrong one). 4 a admonish or rebuke (a 
person). b punish (a person or fault). 5 counteract 
(a harmful quality). 6 adjust (an instrument etc.). 
[from Latin correctus ‘made straight] 0 correct- 
able adj. correctly adv. correctness n. correct- 
or 1. 
correction 7. 1 a the act or process of correcting. 
b an instance of this. 2 a thing substituted for what 
is wrong. O correctional adj. 
correction fluid 7. a usu. white liquid that is 
painted over a typed or written error leaving a 
blank space for typing or writing afresh. 
correctitude 7, correctness, esp. conscious correct- 
ness of conduct. 
corrective @ adj. serving or tending to correct or 
counteract something undesired. @ 7. a corrective 
measure or thing. 0 correctively adz. 
correlate @ 7. 1 intr. (foll. by with, to) have a mutual 
relation. 2 f (usu. foll. by wzth) bring into a mutual 
relation. @ 7. each of two related or complementary 
things. 
correlation 7. 1 a mutual relation between two or 
more things. 2 interdependence of variable quan- 
tities. 3 the act of correlating. [from medieval Latin 
correlatio) 0 correlational ad). 
correlative e adj. 1 (often foll. by wth, to) having a 
mutual relation. 2 Gram. (of words) corresponding 
to each other and regularly used together (as neither 
and nor). @ x. a correlative word or thing. [from 
medieval Latin correlatwus| 0 correlatively adv. 
correlativity 7. 
correspond ».intr, t a (usu. foll. by fo) be analogous 
or similar. b (usu. foll. by /o) agree in amount, pos- 
ition, etc. ¢ (usu. foll. by wzth, to) be in harmony or 
agreement. 2 (usu. foll. by uh) communicate by 
interchange of letters. {from medieval Latin cor 
respondere| Q correspondingly adv. 
correspondence n. 1 (usu. foll. by wth, to, between) 
agreement, similarity, or harmony, 2 a communi- 
cation by letters. b letters sent or received. 
correspondence course 7. a course of study 
conducted by post. 
correspondent e 7. 1 a person who writes letters, 
esp. regularly. 2 a person employed to contribute 
material for a pericdical or for broadcasting. @ ad). 
(often foll. by fo, with) archae corresponding. 
corrida n. 1 a bullfight. 2 bullfighting. [from Span- 
ish cornida de toros ‘running of bulls’] 
corridor #, 1 a passage from which doors lead into 
rooms. 2 Bri. a passage in a railway carriage from 
which doors lead into compartments. 3 a strip of 
the territory of one state passing through that of 
another, esp. to the sea. 4 a route to which aircraft 
are restricted, esp. over a foreign country. [based on 
Italian corrdojo ‘running-place’, by confusion with 
cornidore “runner | 


corrie 7. esp. Sc. a circular hollow on a mountain- 
side: a cirque. [from Gaelic coie ‘cauldron’ 


corrigendum 


corrigendum 1. | p/. corrigenda an error to be 
corrected in a book. [Latin, literally ‘thing to be 
corrected’| 

corrigible aq. 1 capable of being corrected. 2 of a 
person: submissive: open to correction. {from medi- 
eval Latin corrigibilts] G corrigibly adi. 

corroborate ¢./r confirm or give support to 1a 
statement or belief. or the person holding it). 
{based on Latin corroboratus “strengthened’| 
0 corroboration 7. corroborative ad. corrob- 
orator 7. corroboratory ad). 

corrode :. 1 a ( wear away, esp. by chemical 
action. b fr, be worn away: decay. 2 & destroy 
eradually. [from Latin corrodere] 0 corrodible ad). 

corrosion 7. 1 the process of corroding, esp. of a 
rusting metal. 2 damage caused by corroding. 

corrosive @ adj. tending to corrode or consume. 
@ x. a corrosive substance. [from Old French corasi/ 
-ive] 0 corrosively adi. corrosiveness 1. 

corrugate ¢./, esp. as corrugated adj.. form into 
alternate ridges and grooves, esp. to strengthen 
corrugated iron: corrugated paper. [based on Latin ruga 
‘wrinkle’] O corrugation 2, 

corrupt e ad. 1 morally depraved: wicked. 2 influ- 
enced by or using bribery or fraudulent activity: 
3 of a text. language. ete. harmed esp. made 
suspect Or unreliable: by errors or alterations. @ 7. 
1 @:. & ant make or become corrupt or depraved. 2 p. 
affect or harm by errors or alterations. [from Latin 
corruptus “ruined’| Q corrupter 7. corruptible adj. 
corruptibility ». corruptive ad). corruptly a7. 

corruption 7. 1 moral deterioration. esp. wide- 
spread. 2 use of corrupt practices. esp. bribery or 
fraud. 3 a irregular alteration of a text. language. 
etc. from its original state. b an irregularly altered 
form of a word. 

corsage 7. a sinall bouquet worn by a woman. 
{based on Old French corn “bods ’] 

corsair 7. 1 a pirate ship. 2 « pirate. [based on Latin 
currere “to run | 

corselet var of Corsi 1. CORSLEL ITE. 

corselette . also corselet » 


a woman's garment combin- hrasswer 


ing corset and brassiere. = 
corset e 7. 1 a close-fittinge 
undergarment worn by 2 _ 


women to shape and 
support the abdomen. 
2 a similar garment 
worn by men and 
women because of 
Injury, weakness, 01 
deformun. @ <0. 
seted. corseting 
1 proy ide with a cor- 
set. 2 conuul closely. 
U corseted adj. cor- 
setry "1. 

Corsican e@ adj. of o1 
relating to Corsica. 
@7.ananve of Corsica. 


cor 


elartuated 2 
underpan 


corslet 7. also corse- 
let 1 a garment usu. 
tivht-fitune covering the 


trunk but not the limbs. CORSELETTE: 


2 hist. a piece of armow STYLE WORN 

covering the trunk, [from FROM THI. 1930S 
Qld French conselet “little TO tHE 1950s 

body "} 


cortége /kur-tayzh/ 1. a procession. esp. for a 
luneral. [from Italian cortegen] 

cortex 1. pi. cortices /kor-ti-seez/ nat. the 
outer partot an organ, esp. of the brain cerebral 
cortex or kidtievs renal cortex. © Ainsiy. 
JLaun, hterally bark] cortical ac). 

corticate vd). also corticated 1 haying bark or 
rind. 2 barklike. 
corticosteroid »; 
hormones produced in the adrenal cortex and 


Loaany of a group of) steroid 


concerned with regulation of salts and carbohy 


drates, inflammation, and sexual physiology. 2 an 
analogous synthetic steroid. 

cortisol 7. = HyDROCOR! ISON. 

cortisone 7. Biochem. x steroid hormone used medi- 
cinally esp. against inflammation and allergy. [from 
chemical name 17-hydroxy-11-dehydrocorticoster- 
one| 

corundum ». .\{ineval. ® ex- 
tremely hard crystallized 
alumina, used esp. as an 
abrasive, and varieties 
of which, e.g. ruby and 
sapphire, are used for 
gemstones. [from San- 
sknit Auruvinda “ruby” 

coruscate — @iilr 
give off flashing 
light: sparkle. [based 
on Latin cormcatus vi- 
brated, made to sparkle’) 
0 coruscation wi. 

corvette 7. .\au/. 1 a small nayal escort vessel. 2 host. 
a flush-decked warship with one ter of guns. 
[based on Middle Dutch kor “basket, ship’] 

corvine adj. of or like a raven or crow. [based on 
Latin corvus “raven | 

corymb /ko-rimb/ 7. Bor. a tlat-topped cluster of 
flowers with the flower stalks proportionally longer 
lower down the stem. © inevoresc ince. {from Greek 
horumbus “cluster |G corymbose ad. 


CORUNDUM 


cos!n. a variety of lettuce with narrow leaves form- 
ing a long upright head. [from As \formerly Cos,, 
name of a Greek island| 
cos? abbr. cosine. 
cos? con. & adv. salso’eos colloy. because. [abbrevi- 
ation} 
cosec abby. cosecant. 
cosecant n. \fath. the ratio of the hypotenuse (in a 
nght-angled tangle, to the side opposite an acute 
angle: the reciprocal of sine. 
cosh! Bri. collog. en. a heavy blunt weapon. e 77 hit 
with a cosh. []9th-century coinage] 
cosh? abby Math. hyperbolic cosine. 
co-signatory \(\S cosignatory e 7. ;//. -ies) a 
person or state signing a treaty etc. jomuy with 
others. @ ad), signing jointly. 
cosine ». Vath. the ratio of the side adjacent to 
an acute angle \in a right-angled triangle} to the 
hypotenuse. [from modern Latin cosnus] 
cosmetic @ adj. 1 intended to adorn or beaut- 
ify the body, esp. the face. 2 intended to 
improve only appearances (a cosmetic change). 
3 of surgery or a prostheuc device imitat- 
ing, restoring, or enhancing the normal 
appearance. @ 7. a cosmetic 
preparation. esp. for the 
face. [based on Greek 
Ausmos “order. adorn- 
ment | O cosmetic- 
ally adr. 
cosmic ad). 1 of the 
universe 01 
esp. as distinct from the 
Earth. 2 of or for space 
wavel. 0 cosmical ad). cosmic- 
ally adi. 


COSTNMOS, 


cnet 


cosmic rays 7.)/. (also cosmic 
radiation radiation from space 
etc. that reaches the Earth from all 
directions. 

cosmogony ”. /)/. -ies) 1 the origin of 
the universe. 2 a theory about 
this. [from Greek fovnogonial 
cosmogonic ad). cosmo- 
gonical «dj, cosmogonist 
cosmography ». //. -ies a 
description or mapping of gen- 
eral features of the universe. 
0 cosmographer 7. cosmo- 
graphical ad), 


emblem 
of hing 
Cx ore ee 


metal chain 


Bakelite 
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costumier 


cosmology ». 1 the science of the origin and devel- 
opment of the universe. 2 an account or theory of 
the origin of the universe. 0 cosmological ad. 
cosmologist 7. ~ 
cosmonaut 7. a Russian astronaut. [Russian] 
cosmopolitan e@ adj. 1 a of or from or knowing 
many parts of the world. b consisting of people 
from many or all parts. 2 free from national 
limitations or prejudices. @ 7. a cosmopol- 
itan person. [based on Greek kosmopolites 
‘citizen of the world] o cosmopolitanism 
n. cosmopolitanize i./r G inir. (also -ise). 
cosmos n. the universe, esp. as a well-ordered 
whole. [from Greek kosmos ‘order, world’] 
Cossack e 7. a member of a people of southern 
Russia, Ukraine, and Siberia. @ adj. of, relating to, 
or characteristic of the Cossacks. {from Turkic, 
literally ~vagabond’] 
cosset 7/7, (cosseted. cosseting) pamper. [dialect 
word, literally ‘pet lamb’] 
cost @ v:t7 (past and pas! part. cost 1 be obtainable 
for (a sum of money}; have as a price (chat does it 
cost?). 2 involve as a loss or sacrifice (it cost hun his 
life). 3 (past and past part. costed. fix or estumate the 
cost or price of. @ 2. 1 what a thing costs; its price. 
2 a loss or sacrifice: an expenditure of time, effort, 
etc. 3 (in pl.) legal expenses. 0 at all costs (or at 
any cost) no matter what the cost or risk may be. 
to a person’s cost with loss or disadvantage to a 
person. [from Latin cons/are ‘to stand firm, stand at 
a price | 
costal adj. of the ribs. [based on Latin costa ‘rib’ 
co-star @ 7). a cinema or stage star appearing with 
another or others of equal importance. @ 7: |-starred, 
-starring 1 intr take part as a co-star. 2 tr (of a 
production; include as a co-star. 
costard n. Brit. a large ribbed variety of apple. 
costate adj. ribbed; having ribs or ridges. 
cost-conscious adj. aware of cost or costs. 
cost-cutting 7. the cutting of costs foften attrib: 
cost culting measures). 
cost-effective adj. effective or productive in rela- 
tion to its cost. 0 cost-effectively adi. cost- 
effectiveness //. 
cost-efficient ad. 3: costerrcin:. O cost-effi- 
ciency 7. 
coster 7. Brit. = Cos) LRMONGER. 
costermonger n. Bni!. a person who sells fruit, 
vegetables, etc., in the street from a barrow. [based 
on costaRD| 
costing 1. (often in p/.) I the determination of the 
cost of producing or undertaking something. 2 the 
cost so arrived at. 
costive adj. 1 constipated. 2 niggardly. [from 
Latin constipalus “pressed together} Oo cos- 
tively adi. costiveness 7. 
costly ad). ‘costlier, costliest) 1 cost- 
ing much: expensive. 2 of great value. 
0 costliness 7. 
cost of living 1. the level of prices 
esp. of the basic necessities of life. 
cost price ». Bn. the price paid for 
a thing by a person etc. who later 
sells it. 
costume e 7. 1 a style or fashion of 
dress, esp. that of a particular place, 
time, or class. 2 a set of clothes. 3 cloth- 
ing for a particular activity (swimming 
costume. 4 an actor's clothes for a part. 
5 Brit. a woman's matching jacket and 
suit. @ «én provide with a costume. 
[from Latin conswetudo “custom ’] 
costume jewellery 1. 4 artificial jeweller: 
costume play ». (also costume piece: 
a play in which the actors wear histor- 
ical costume. 
costumier 7. also costumer) a 
person who makes or deals in 
costumes, esp. for theatrical use. 


cosy 


cosy (US cozy) @ adj. (cosier, cosiest) 1 comfort- 
able and warm. 2 derog. complacent; expedient, self- 
serving, 3 warm and friendly. @ n. (pl. -ies) a cover 
io keep something hot, esp. a teapot or a boiled egg. 
@ v.l7. (-1es, -ied) (often foll. by along) collog. reassure, 
esp. deceptively. [originally Scots] 0 cosily adv. 
cosiness /). 
cot! 7. 1 Brit. a small bed with high sides, esp. for a 
baby. 2 a hospital bed. 3 US a small folding bed. 
[from Hindi shat ‘bedstead, hammock’ 
cot? 7. 1 a small shelter; a cote (sheep-cot). 2 poet. a 
cottage, [Old English| 
cot? abbr, Math, cotangent. 
cotangent 7, Math. the ratio of the side adjacent to 
an acute angle (in a right-angled triangle) to the 
opposite side. 
cot death n. Brit. the unexplained death of a baby 
while sleeping. 
cote 7. a shelter, esp. for animals or birds; a shed or 
stall (sheep-cote). [Old English, related to cor? | 
coterie 7. an exclusive group of people sharing 
interests. [French, originally in sense ‘association of 
tenants | 
coterminous aq). (often foll. by with) having the 
same boundaries or extent (in space, time, or 
meaning). 
coth /koth, kot-aych/ abby Math, hyperbolic co- 
tangent. 
cotoneaster /k6-toh-ni-ass-ter/ n. <a shrub, of 
the genus Cotoneaster (rose 
family), bearing usu. 
bright red berries. 
[based on Latin 
cotoneum “quince’ | 
cottage 7. a small 
simple house, esp. 
in the country. 
[from  Anglo- 
Latin colagium!| 
0 cottagey ad). 
cottage cheese 
n. soft white lumpy 
cheese made trom 
curds of skinimed 
milk. 
cottage garden 1, an 
informal garden well-stocked with colourful trad- 
ional hardy plants. 
cottage hospital 7. Bi. a small hospital not hav- 
ing resident medical staff. 
cottage industry 7. a business activity partly’ o1 
wholly carried on at home. 
cottage pie 7, Bril. a dish of minced meat topped 
with browned mashed potato. 


COTONEASTER 
(Cotoneaster frigidus) 


cottager 7. a person who lives im a cottage. 

cotter 7. 1 a bolt or wedge for securing parts of 
machinery etc. 2 (in full cotter pin) a split pin that 
opens after passing through a hole. [17th-century 
coinage, related to earlier colterel | 

cotton e 7. 1 a soft white fibrous substance covering 
the seeds of certain plants. 2 (in full cotton plant) ¥ 
a plant of the genus Gossypium (mallow family), grown 
for this fibre. 3 thread or cloth made from the fibre. 
> rore. @ wins (foll. by é0) be attracted by (a person). 
O cotton on 
(often foll. by (0) 
collog. begin to 
understand. [from 
Arabic kuln| 0 cot- 
tony adj. 

cotton cake 7. 
compressed 
cotion seed used 
as food for cattle. 

cotton candy 7. 
\V. Amer. candyfloss. | 

cotton grass /7. a1) 
erasslike plant of the 
genus Eriophorum, with 
long white silky hairs. 


remains of 
fruit capsule 


seed-hairs (colton) 


COTTON BOLI. 


cotton-picking ad). 
wretched. 


\. Amer. slang unpleasant, 


cotton waste 7. refuse yarn used to clean machin- 
ery etc. 

cottonwood 7. 1 any of several poplars, native to 
N. America, having seeds covered in white cottony 
hairs. 2 any of several trees native to Australia, esp. 
a downy-leaved tree, Bedfordia salicina. 

cotton wool 7. 1 esp. Bril. fluffy wadding originally 
made from raw cotton. 2 US raw cotton. 

cotyledon /kot-i-lee-don/ n. 
Bot.» an embryonic leaf 
in seed-bearing plants, 


true leaf 


one or more of which — °#edons ee 
are the first leaves to 

appear from a germinating , . 
seed. [from Greek  kotuledon 


‘cup-shaped cavity’| 0 cotyledon- 
ary ad). 

couch! e 7. 1 an upholstered piece of \ 
furniture for several people; a sofa. 2a  * 
long padded seat with a headrest at one 
end, @ w./7 (foll. by m) express in words 


of a specified kind (couched in simple ’ 
language). [based on Latin collocare 2 “ 
‘to lodge, lay’| , | re 
couch? 7, (in full couch grass) /y 


é 

: Be 

any of several grasses of oe 
the genus Agropyron, esp. ; 
A. repens, having long 
creeping roots. & Grass, 
[variant of ouircit] 

couchette /koo-shet/ 7. 1 a railway carriage with 
seats convertible into sleeping berths. 2 a berth in 
this. [French, literally ‘little bed’| 


COTYLEDONS ON A 
DICOTYLEDONOUS 
SEEDLING 


couch potato 7. esp. \. Amer. slang a person who 
likes lazing at home, esp. watchnig television. 

cougar /koo-ger/ 7. \V. Amer a puma. {French 

cough e ini, 1 expel air from the lungs with a 
sudden sharp sound to remove an obstruction or 
congestion. 2 (of an engine, gun, etc.) make a simi- 
lar sound. 3 Brit. slang confess. @e n. 1 an act of 
coughing. 2 a condition of the respiratory organs 
causing coughing. 0 cough up I eject by coughing. 
2 collog. bring out or give (money or mformation) 
reluctantly. [Middle English] 

cough drop 7. (also cough sweet) a medicated loz- 
enge for relieving a cough. 

cough mixture 7. a liquid medicine for relieving a 
cough. 

could past of can’. 

couldn’t coniz could not. 

coulis /koo-li/ n. (pl. same) a fruit purée thin 
enough to pour. [French, from couler ‘to flow’ | 

coulomb /koo-lom/ x. Electr: the SI unit of electric 
charge. [named after C. A. de Coulomb, French 
physicist, 1736 1806} 

coulter /kohl-ter/ n. (7S colter) a vertical cutting 
blade fixed in front of a ploughshare. [from Laun 
culler] 

council 7. 1 a an advisory, dehberative, or adminis- 
trative body of people. b a meeting of such a body. 
2 Bri. a the elected local administrative body of a 
parish, town, etc. b (atid) (esp. of housing) pro- 
vided by a local council. [from Latin conedium ‘con- 
vocation, assembly’ | 


council chamber 1), Bri/, a room in which a coun- 
cil meets, 

council house ”. Br/. 1 a house owned andi let by 
a local council. 2 a building m which a council 
meets. 

councillor 7. (US councilor) an clected memba 
of a council, esp. Bri. a local council or (7S a dehb- 
crative council. 0 councillorship 7. 

councilman 7. ( //. -men; /em. councilwoman, /)/ 
-women) esp. (/S a member of a council; a coun- 
cillor. 


council tax 7. a tax Jevied by local authoriues. 


counter 


based on the estimated value of a property and the 
number of people living in it. 

counsel e 7. 1 advice, esp. formally given. 2 consult- 
ation, esp. to seek or give advice. 3 (pl. same) a 
barrister or other legal adviser; a body of these in a 
case. @ v.tr (counselled, counselling; (/S coun- 
seled, counseling) 1 (often foil. by fo + infin.) 
advise (a person). 2 give advice to (a person) on 
personal problems, esp. professionally. 3 (often foll. 
by that) recommend (a course of action). 0 keep 
one’s own counsel not confide in others. take 
counsel (usu. foll. by with) consult. [from Latin 
consilium ‘consultation, advice’] O counselling 1. 
(US counseling). 

counsellor 7. (US counselor) 1 an adviser. 2 a 
person trained to give guidance on personal prob- 
lems. 3 a senior officer in the diplomatic service. 
4 (also counselor-at-law) US a barrister. 

counsel of despair 7. action to be taken when all 
else fails. 

counsel of perfection 7. advice that is ideal but 
not feasible. 

count! e 7. 1 # determine the total number or 
amount of, esp. by assigning successive numbers. 
2 int: repeat numbers in ascending order. 3 a & 
(often foll. by i; often as counting prep.) include in 
one’s reckoning or plan (you can count me in; fifteen 
people, counting the guide). b intr. be included in a reck- 
oning or plan. 4 & consider (a thing or a person) to 
be (lucky etc.). 5 inf (often foll. by for) have value; 
matter (hzs opinion counts for a great deal). @ n. 1 a the 
act of counting (afler a count of Jifiy). b the sum total 
of a reckoning (follen count). 2 Law each charge in 
an indictment (guilty on ten counts). 0 count against 
be reckoned to the disadvantage of. count one’s 
chickens (before they are hatched) he over- 
optimistic or hasty in anticipating good fortune. 
count the cost consider the risks before taking 
action; calculate the damage resulting from an 
action. count down recite numbers backwards to 
zero, esp. as part of a rocket-launching procedure. 
count on (or upon) depend on, rely on; expect 
confidently, count out 1 count while taking from a 
stock. 2 complete a count of ten seconds over (a 
fallen boxer etc.), incicating defeat. 3 collog. exclude 
from a plan or reckoning (/'%m loo tered, count me out). 
count up [ind the sum of, keep count take note of 
how many there have been etc. lose count fail to 
take note of how many there have been etc.; forget 
the number neted in counting. not counting 
excluding from the reckoning (see sense 3a of the a). 
out for the count 1 Boxing defeated by being 
unable to rise within ten seconds. 2 soundly asleep: 
unconscious. [from Late Latin computare ‘to com- 
pute’} 

count? 7. a foreign noble corresponding to an earl. 
[from Latin comes comitis “member of the imperial 
retinue’ | O countship 7. 

countable adj. that can be counted. 

countable noun 2. Gram. a noun that can form a 
plural or be used with the indefinite article (c.g, 
hook, kindness, meaning ‘a kind act’), Cf. vncountaui 
NOUN, MASS NOUN, 

countdown 7. 1 the act of counting down, esp. at 
the launching of a rocket etc. 2 the final moments 
hefore any significant event. 

countenance e 7. 1 a the face. b the facial expres- 
sion. 2 composure. 3 moral support. @ wiz 1 give 
approval to (an act etc.). 2 (often foll. by zm) encour- 
age (a person or a practice). O keep one’s coun- 
tenance maintain composure, esp. by refraining 
lrom laughter. out of countenance disconcerted. 
[from Old French contenance ‘bearing | 


counter! 7. 1 aa long flat-topped fitment in a shop. 
bank, ete., across which business is conducted. b a 
sunilar structure used for serving food ete. in a cafe- 
teria or bar. ¢ A. Amer = wornrov. 2 aa small disk 
used for keeping the score etc. esp. in table games 
b a token representing a coin. e something used in 
bargaining (@ counter in the struggle for power). 3 an 
apparatus used lor counting. O over the counter 


counter 


by ordinary retail purchase (see also ovrr-THE- 
counTEr), under the counter (esp. of the sale of 
scarce goods) surreptitiously, esp. illegally (see also 
UNDER-THE-COUNTER). [based on Latin compudare ‘to 
count | 

counter’ e 7. 1 % a oppose, contradict (countered our 
proposal with thar own). b meet by a countermove. 
2 int, a make a countermove. b make an opposing 
statement. @ adi. 1 in the opposite direction (ran 
counter to the fox). 2 contrary (his action was counter to my 
wishes). @ adj. opposed; opposite. @ 7. 1 a parry; a 
countermoyve. 2 something opposite or opposed. 
0 run counter to act contrary to. {from Latin 
contra ‘against’ | 

counter- prefix denoting: 1 retahation, opposition, 
or rivalry (coumnter-demonstration, counter-inflationary). 
2 opposite direction (counter-current\, 3 correspond- 
ence, duplication, or substitution (counterpart; coun- 
lersign). 

counteract v./z 1 hinder or oppose by contrary 
action, 2 neutralize. 0 counteraction 7. counter- 
active ad). 

counter-attack e 7. an attack in reply to an attack 
by an enemy or opponent. @ z./r @ ini. attack in 
reply. 

counter-attraction //. a rival altraction. 

counterbalance e 7. 1 a weight balanc- 

ing another. 2 an argument, force, ctc., 


balancing another. e 7:¢7, act as a counter- 1 
balance to. t 
counterblast 7. (often foll. by fo) an ener- iy 


getic or violent verbal or written reply to 
an argument etc. 

countercharge e@ 7. a charge or accus- 
ation in return for one received. @ 7.17 
make a countercharge against. 

counter-claim e 7. 1 a claim made 
against another claim. 2 Law a claim 
made by a defendant in a suit against the 
plaintiff. @ uf G int, make a counter- 
claim dor). 

counter-clockwise adi. G adj. .\. Amer = 

CLOCKWISE. 


\N'LE- 


counter-culture 7. a way of life etc. opposed to 
that usually considered normal. 

counter-espionage 7. action taken to frustrate 
enemy spying. 

counterfeit /kown-tcr-[it/ @ adj. not genuine. 
e 7. a forgery: an imitation. @ 7/7 1 imitate fraudu- 
lently (a coin, handwriting, etc.); forge. 2 simulate 
(feelings etc.) (counterfeited interest). [from Old French 
countrefail “made in opposition’ GQ counterfeiter 7 

counterfoil ». esp. Bri/. the part of a cheque, re- 
ceipt, etc., retained by the issuer and containing de- 
tails of the transaction. 

counter-insurgency ”. (usu. a/b.) acuion against 
Insurrection tcounter-insiageney operations }, 

counter-intelligence N. = COUNTLR-LAPIONAGL, 

counter-intuitive adj. contrary to intuition. 

countermand @/y, \fi/. 1 revoke (an order or com- 
mand). 2 recall forces etc.) by a contrary order. 
[from medieval Latin contramandare| 

countermarch e vini & tr esp. Ail. march o1 
cause to march in the opposite direction. @ n. an act 
of countermarching. 

countermeasure 7. an action taken to counteract 
a danger, threat. etc 

countermove @ /. a Move or action In opposition 
to another. @ tai make a countermoye. 0 counter- 
movement /”. 

counter-offensive 7. esp. \/i/. an attack mace 
from a defensive position 

counterpane 7. a bedspread. [from medicval Latin 
culcua puncta “quilted mattress: | 

counterpart 7. 1 a person or thing extremely like 
another, 2 a natural complement or cquivalent 

counterplot e 7. a plot mtended to defeat another 
plot. @ vn (-plotted. -plotting, min make a 
counterplot 


190 


COUNTERSINK 


counterpoint e 7. 1 Afus. a the art of writing mel- 
odies in conjunction with another, according to 
fixed rules. b a melody played in conjunction with 
another. 2 a contrasting argument, plot, idea, etc., 
used to set off the main element. @ vf, 1 Aus. add 
counterpoint to. 2 set (an argument, plot, etc.) in 
contrast to (a main element). [from medieval Latin 
contrapunctum ‘pricked opposite ’] 

counterpoise e@ 7. 1 a force etc. equivalent to 
another on the opposite side. 2 a state of equilib- 
rium. @ vl counterbalance. [from Old French 
contrepots| 

counter-productive adj. having the opposite of 
the desired effect. 

Counter-Reformation 7. /is/. the reform of the 
Church of Rome in the 16th and 17th c. which 
took place in response to the Protestant Reforma- 
ton. 

counter-revolution 7. a revolution opposing a 
former one or reversing its results. O counter- 
revolutionary adj. G 1. ( pl. -ies). 

countersign @ 7./7, add a signature to (a document 
already signed by another), e 2. 1 a watchword or 
password spoken to a person on guard. 2 a mark 
used for identification etc. O counter-signature 7. 

countersink wr (fas! and pas! 

a. part. -sunk) 1 < enlarge and 

countersink was ; 

bevel the rim of (a hole) so that 
drill bit es) : 
a screw or bolt can be inserted 

/ flush with the surface. 2 sink (a 

screw etc.) in such a hole. 


countersunk 


hole 


counterstroke 1. a blow given 
in return for another, 

counter-tenor 7. \/u. laa 
male alto singing voice. b a 
singer with this voice. 2 a part 
written for counter-tenor, 

countertop 7. \. Air. 
= WORK EOP. 

countervail ;. 1 /; coun- 
terbalance. 2 i: G int. 
(often foll. by against) oppose forcefully and 
usu. successfully, [from Latin contra valén 
‘to be of worth against’ | 

counterweight 7. a counterbalancing weight. 

countess 7. 1 the wife or widow of a count or an 
earl. 2 a woman holding the rank of count or earl. 

counting house 7. a place where accounts are 
kept. 

countless adj. too many to be counted. 

count noun »). Gram. = COUNIABLE NOUN. 

Count Palatine »). /is/. a high official of the Holy 
Roman Empire with royal authority within his 
domain. 

countrified ad. (also countryfied) often derug, 
rural or rustic, esp. of manners, appearance, etc. 

country 2. (//. -ies) 1 a the territory of a nation with 
its Own government; a state. b a territory possessing 
its own language, people, culture, et. 2 voften atirih.) 
rural clstricts as opposed to towns or the capital. 
3 the land of a person's birth or citizenship. 4 a terri- 
tory, esp. an area of interest or knowledge. 5 a 
national population, esp. as voters (lhe country won't 
sland for it), Q across country not keeping to roads. 
go (or appeal) to the country Sri/. test public 
opinion by dissolving Parliament and holding a 
general election. line of country Bri/. a subject 
about which a person is knowledgeable. [from 
medieval Latin contrata (terra\ (land) lying opposite’ | 

country and western 7. rural or cowboy songs 
originating in the US, and usu. accompanied by a 
fuilar etc. 

country club 7. a sporting and social club in a 
rural setting. 

countryfied var. of Coun Riu, 

country gentleman »). a gentleman with landed 
property 

countryman 7. (/)/, -men; /em. countrywoman, 
pl. -women) 1 a person living in a rural area. 2 a 
also fellow countryman, a person of one’s own 


courage 


country or district. b (often in comb.) a person from 
a specified country or district (north-countryman). 

country music 7. = COUNTRY AND WESTERN. 

countryside 7. 1 a rural area. 2 rural areas in gen- 
eral. 

countrywoman see COUNTRYMAN. 

county e 7. (//. -ies) 1 a territorial division of some 
countries, forming the chief unit of local adminis- 
tration. 2 US a political and administrative division 
of a state. @ adj. Brit. having the social status or 
characteristics of the gentry. [from Latin comitatus 
‘domain of a count’| 

county council n. the elected governing body of 
an administrative county. 0 county councillor 7. 

county court 7. a judicial court for civil cases (in 
the US for civil and criminal cases). 

county town 7. (US county seat) the administra- 
tive capital of a county. 

coup /koo/ n. (pl. coups) 1 a notable or successful 
stroke or move. 2 = coup p’evar. (French, literally 
“blaw ‘| 

coup de grace /koo dé grahss/ 7. (p/. coups de 
grace pronunc. same) a finishing stroke, esp. to kill a 
wounded animal or person. [French, literally 
‘stroke of grace’| 

coup d’état /koo day-tah/ n. (pl. coups d’état 
pronunc. same) a violent or illegal seizure of power. 
[French, literally ‘blow of State’] 

coupé /koo-pay/ 7. (US coupe /koop/) ¥ a car 
with a hard roof, esp. one with two seats and a slop- 
ing rear. {French, literally ‘cut’ 


hard 


uv 


sloping 
rear. 


. 


COUPE: 1961 VoLvo PI800 
[TWO-PLUS-TWO COUPE 
a 


couple e 7. 1 (usu. foll. by of often treated as sing) 
a two (a couple of girls). b ahout two (a couple of hours). 
2 (often treated as sing.) a a married, engaged, or 
similar pair. b a pair of partners in a dance, a 
game, etc. 3 (p/. couple) a pair of hunting dogs (szx 
couple of hounds). @ vu, 1 fr fasten or link together; 
connect (esp. railway carriages). 2 é7 (often foll. by 
together, with) associate in thought or speech ( papers 
coupled their names). 3. & intr. (often foll. by with, up 
weuth)) bring or come together as companions or part- 
ners. 4 mi; copulate. [from Latin copula ‘connection’ | 

coupler n. anything that connects two things, esp. a 
transformer used for connecting electric circuits. 

couplet ». Prosody two successive lines of verse, usu. 
rhyming and of the same length. 

coupling 7. 1 aa link connecting railway carriages 
etc. & TiNprR. b a device for connecting parts of 
machinery. 2 .\/us, a the arrangement of items ona 
gramophone record. b each such item. 

coupon /. 1 a form in a newspaper. to be filled in as 
an application for a purchase, information, etc. 
2 Brit. a form for participation in a football pool or 
other competition. 3 a voucher for a discount on a 
purchase. 4 a a detachable ticket entitling the hold- 
er to aration of food, clothes, etc.. esp. in wartime. 
b a similar ticket entitling the holder to payment, 
goods, services, etc. [French, literally ‘piece cut 
ofl] 

courage 7. the ability to disregard one’s fear; 
bravery. GO have the courage of one’s convic- 
tions have the courage to act on one’s beliefs. lose 
courage become less brave. pluck up (or take) 
courage muster one’s courage. [based on Latin co 
‘heart’| 


courageous 


cover 


courageous adj. brave, fearless. 0 courageously 
adv, courageousness 1. 

courgette /koor-zhet/ n. Brit. a small green var- 
iety of vegetable marrow. Also called zucciin. 
[French, literally ‘httle gourd’ | 

courier 7. 1 a person employed to guide and assist 
a group of tourists. 2 a special messenger. [based 
on Latin currere ‘to run’| 

course @ 7. 1 a continuous onward movement or 
progression, 2 a a line along which a person or 
thing moves; a direction taken (has changed course; the 
course of the winding river). 3 a a stretch of land or 
water used for races. b a golf course. 4 a series of 
lectures, lessons, etc., in a particular subject. 5 any 
of the successive parts of a meal. 6 Med. a sequence 
of medical treatment ete. { prescribed a course of anti- 
biotics). 7 a line of conduct. 8 Archit. a continuous 
horizontal layer of brick, stone, etc., in a building, 
9 a channel in which water flows. @ v. 1 intr; (esp. of 
liquid) run, esp. fast (blood coursed through his veins), 
2 ty. (also absol.) a use (hounds) to hunt. b pursue 
(hares etc.) in hunting. g the course of nature 
ordinary events or procedure. in course of in the 
process of. in the course of during. of course 
naturally; as is or was to be expected; admittedly. 
on (or off) course following (or deviating from) 
the desired direction or goal. [from Latin cursus ‘a 
running | O courser n. (in sense 2 of w,). 

courser 7. foe. a swift horse. [from Old French 
corsier| 

coursework 7. the work done during a course of 
study, esp. when counting towards a student’s final 
assessment. 

court e 7. 1 (in full court of law) a a body of 
persons presided over by a judge, judges, or a 
magistrate, and acting as a tribunal in civil and 
criminal cases. b = courtroom. 2 an enclosed quad- 
rangular area for games, which may be open or 
covered (tennis court; squash court). 3 a a small 
enclosed street in a town, having a yard surrounded 
by houses, and adjoining a larger street. b Brit. = 
courTyakp. e¢ (Court) the name of a large house, 
block of flats, street, etc. (Grosvenor Court). Ad (at 
Cambridge University) a college quadrangle. 4 a 
the establishment, retinue, and courtiers of a sover- 
eign. b a sovereign and his or her councillors, 
constituting a ruling power. ¢ a sovereign’s resi- 
dence. d an assembly held by a sovereign; a state 
reception. 5 attention paid to a person whose 
favour, love, or interest is sought ( paid court to her). 
e vi 1 a try to win the affection or favour of (a 
person). b pay amorous attention to (also absol.; 
courting couples). 2 seek to win (applause, fame, etc.). 
3 invite (misfortune) by one’s actions (you are court 
ing disaster). O go to court take legal action. 
in court appearing as a party or an advocate in a 
court of law. out of court 1 before a hearing or 
judgement can take place. 2 not worthy of consid- 


eration (that suggestion 1s out of 


court). [from Latin cohors 
cohort- “yard, retinue’ | 


Aus court card n. Bril. 4a 
playing card that is a king, 

queen, or jack. 
ae courteous /ker-t- 


iis/ adj. polite, kind, 
or considerate. [from 
Old French  cortezs] 
oO courteously adi. 
courteousness 7. 
courtesan = /kor-ti- 
zan/ n. literary a pros- 
titute, esp. one with 
wealthy or upper- 
class clients. [from 
Italian cortigana ‘\e- 
male courtier | 
courtesy /ker-ti-si/ 
n. (pl. -ies) 1 courte- 
ous behaviour. 2 a 
courteous act. O by 


COURT CARDS 


courtesy by favour, not by right. by courtesy of 
with the formal permission of (a person etc.). [from 
Old French co(u)rtesie| 

courtesy light 7. a light in a car that is switched on 
by opening a door. 

courthouse 7. 1 a building in which a judicial court 
is held. 2 US a building containing the administra- 
tive offices of a county. 

courtier 7. a person who attends or frequents a 
sovereign’s court. 

courtly ad. (courtlier, courtliest) polished or 
refined in manners. 0 courtliness n. 

courtly love n. the conventional medieval tradition 
of knightly love for a lady, and the etiquette used in 
its (esp. literary) expression. 

court martial e 7. (//. courts martial) a judicial 
court for trying members of the armed services. 
@ vi, (court-martial) (smartialled, -martialling, 
US -martialed, -martialing) try by a court 
martial. 

Court of Appeal x. (US Court of appeals) a 
court of law hearing appeals against judgements in 
the Crown Court, High Court, County Court, etc. 

court of law see court 7. 1. 

Court of Session 7. the supreme civil court in 
Scotland. 

Court of St James’s x. the British sovereign’s 
court. 

court order 2. a direction issued by a court or a 
judge, usu. requiring a person to do or not do 
something. 

courtroom 7. the place or room in which a court of 
law meets. 

courtship 7. 1 a courting with a view to marriage. 
b the courting behaviour of male animals, birds, 
etc. ¢ a period of courting. 2 an attempt to gain 
advantage by flattery, attention, etc. 

court shoe 7. Brit, a woman’s light, usu. high- 
heeleti, shoe with a low-cut upper. 

courtyard 7. ai area enclosed by walls or buildings, 
often opening off a street. 

couscous /kooss-kooss/ 
n. 1 a type of N. Afn- 
can semolina in granules 
made trom crushed 
durum wheat. 2 a spicy 
dish of this, usu. with 
meat or fruit added. 
[from Arabic Auskus| 

cousin 7. 1 (also first 
cousin, cousin german c 
(pl. cousins german)) a COUSCOUS 
child of one’s uncle or aunt. 
2 (usu. in pi.) applied to the people of kindred races 
a} nations (our American cousins). O first cousin 
once removed 1 a child of one’s first cousin. 
2 one’s parent’s first cousin. first cousin twice 
removed 1 a grandchild of one’s first cousin. 
2 one’s grandparent’s first cousin. second cousin 
a child of one’s parent’s first cousin. second 
cousin once removed 1 a child of one’s second 
cousin, 2 one’s parent’s second cousin. [from Latin 
consobrinus “mother’s sister’s child’] 0 cousinhood 
n. cousinly adj. cousinship 11. 

couth adj. joc. cultured; well-mannered. [back- 
formation as antonym of uNncouTH] 

couture /koo-tewr/ 7. the design and manufac- 
ture of fashionable clothes; = HavTi covIURL. 
[ French, literally ‘sewing’ | 

couturier /koo-tewr-i-ay/ n. (jem. couturiére 
/koo-tewr-i-air/, a fashion designer or dressmaker. 


couverture 7. Bri. chocolate for covering sweets, 
cakes, etc. { French, = covering 

covalency 7. Ghem. 1 the linking of atoms by a 
covalent bond. 2 the number of pairs of electrons 
an atom can share with another. 

covalent ad. Chem. » of or designating chemical 
bonds formed by the sharing of electrons by two 
atoms in a molecule. > aLkane. [based on Late Latin 
valentia ‘power | 0 covalently adv 


; cove'e 7. 1 asmall, esp. sheltered, bay or creek. 2 a 
sheltered recess. 3 Archit. Y a concave arch or 
arched moulding, esp. between a wall and a ceiling. 
e@ wir. Archit. 1 provide (a room, ceiling, etc.) with a 
cove. 2 slope (the sides of a fireplace) inwards. [Old 
English cofa ‘chamber’] 


piciure 
rail 


cove 


COVE 


cove? n. Brit. slang a fellow; a chap. [16th-century 
coinage| 

coven /kuv-én/ 7. a group of witches. [variant of 
covent, from Latin conventus ‘assembly’ | 

covenant e 7. 1 an agreement; a contract. 2 Law a 
contract drawn up under a seal, esp. undertaking to 
make regular payments to a charity. 3 (Covenant) 
Bibl. the agreement between God and the Israelites 
(see ARK OF THE COVENANT). @ vir & intr agree, esp, by 
legal covenant. [from Old French, literally ‘agreeing’] 
Ocovenantal adj, covenantor 7. (also covenanter). 

Coventry 7. 0 send a person to Coventry esp. 
Bri. refuse to associate with or speak to a person. 
[from Coventry, a city in the W, Midlands] 

cover @ 2/7. 1 (often foll. by wzth) protect or conceal 
by means of a cloth, lid, etc. 2 a extend over; 
occupy the whole surface of (covered in dirt; covered 
with writing). b (often foll. by wth) strew thickly or 
thoroughly (covered the floor with straw. c he over; be 
a covering to (the blanket scarcely covered him). 
3 a protect; clothe. b (as covered adj.) wearing a 
hat; having a roof. 4 include; comprise; deal with 
(the talk covered recent discoveries). 5 travel (a specified 
distance) (covered sixty miles). 6 Journalism report 
(events, a meeting, etc.). 7 be enough to defray 
(expenses, a bill, etc.). 8 a ze. take precautionary 


COVALENT 


Covalent compounds consist of molecules 
whose atoms are held together by cova- 
lent bonds. For example, an ammonia 
molecule is made up of three hydrogen 
atoms and one nitrogen atom. Each cova- 
lent bond consists of two shared electrons 

one from the nitrogen atom and one 
from a hydrogen atom. 


' 


shared 
electrons 


hydrogen 


atom covalent bond 


nitrogen 
atom | 
nucleus of 
hydrogen atom 


nucleus of | 
nitrogen atom 


COVALENT BONDS IN AN AMMONIA 
MOLECULE (NH) 


Vay 


coverage 


measures so as to protect oneself (had covered myself 
by saying I might be late). b (absol.; foll. by for) deputize 
or stand in for (a colleague etc.) (w2ll_you cover for 
me?). 9 Mil. a aim a gun etc. at. b .of a fortress. 
guns, etc.) command {a territory). ¢ protect (an 
exposed person etc.) by being able to return 
fire. 10 (in team games) mark (a correspondl- 
ing player of the other side). 11 make a cover 
version of 1a song etc.) 12 (of a stallion, a 
bull, ete.) copulate with. ez. 1 something that 
covers or protects, esp.: a a lid. b the binding 
of a book. ¢ either hoard of this. d an envel- 
ope or the wrapper of a parcel (under separate 
cover). e (in pl.) bedclothes. 2 a hiding place; a 
shelter. 3 woods or undergrowth sheltering 
game or covering the ground (cf. covirsr 7. 
1). 4 a a pretence; a screen (under cover of 
humility). b a spy’s pretended identity or 
activity, ¢ A fi/, a supporting force protect- 
ing an advance party from attack. 5 Bri/.a 
funds. esp. obtained by insurance, to meet 
a lability or secure against a contingent 
loss. b the state of beng so protected (/hird- 
party cover). 6 a place setting at table, esp. in a 
restaurant. 7 Crckel = cover rows. 8 1in full cover 
version) a recording of a previously recorded song 
etc. O break cover (of game or a hunted person) 
leave a place of shelter, esp. vegetation. cover 
one’s tracks conceal evidence of what one has 
done. cover up 1 completely cover or conceal. 
2 conceal (circumstances etc.. esp. dlicitly) (also 
absoal.: refused to cover up for them). from cover to 
cover {rom beginning to end of a book etc. take 
cover use a natural or prepared shelter against an 
attack. [from Latin cooperie| 

coverage 7. 1 an area or an amount covered. 
2 Journalism the amount of media publicity 
received by a particular story, person, ete. 

coverall e 7. 1 something that covers entirely. 
2 (usu. in fi.) a full-length protective outer garment 
often zipped up the front. e@ atinb.ad). 
entirely 1a coverall term: 


covering 


cover charge #!. an extra charge levied per head in 
a restaurant, nightclub, etc 

cover girl n. a female model whose picture appears 
on magazine covers etc. 

covering 7. something that covers, esp. a bed- 
spread, blanket, ete., or clothing. 

covering letter 7. (also covering note) an ex- 
planatory letter (or note; sent with an enclosure. 

coverlet 7. a bedspread. 

cover letter 7. .\. Amer = COVERING LITTLE, 

cover note 7. Bril. a temporary certificate of insur- 
ance. 

cover point »), Cricke! 1 a ficlding position on the ofl 
side and halfway to the boundary, 2 a fielder at this 
position. 

cover story 7. a news story in a magazine, that is 
ustrated or advertised! on the front cover. 

covert e ad). /kuv-@t, koh-vert/ secret or disguised 
ta covert glance: covert operations). @n. /kuv-@t, kuv-er/ 
1 a shelter, esp. a thicket hiding game. 2 a feather 


covering the base of a bird’s theht feather. virus was formerly used in vaccin- 
nik, tarik. {from Old French, hteralls calumeltar QUIEY tn against smallpox 

‘covered |] G covertly ad. covertness 1. ue < hip cowpuncher 1... Amer. vollog. = 
cover-up 7. an act of concealing circum- i> » Pein 

stances, esp. illicitly. cowrie 7. (also cowry) \ pi. -ies) 
cover version sce (ovik 7. 8 1 any gastropod molluse of the 
covet /kuv-it/ 7./, \coveted, coveting family Cypracidae, having a 
desire greatly esp. something belonging } smooth, glossy. and often brightly 
to another person) (coveted her frend ear coloured shell, situa. 2 <4 its 
mes [trom Old French coverler] O covet- shell, formerly used as money in 
able «//) - ‘ parts of Africa and S. Asia. [from 
covetous ad). usu. loll. by of, 1 vreath ; Urdu & Hindi kaw | 

desirous esp. of another person's property ~— co-write (.//, \ fias/ co-wrote; /ias/ 
2 grasping, avaricious. G covetously sd Pee - pat. co-written \rite ‘a book. 


covetousness // 
covey /kuv-i/ bl. -eys) 1a brood or flack 
of partridges. 2 a small party or group of 


people or things. flbased on Tata sad to he} 


COWBELL 


COWRIE: GOLDLN 
COWRII 


(.y) pre 


1n 3. 


coving 71. = Gove 
cow'n. 1a fully grown female of any bovine animal. 
esp. of the genus Bos, used as a source of milk and 
beef. > ruminant, .2 the female of other large 
animals, esp. the elephant, whale, and seal. 
3 collog. derog. a a woman. b Austral. & NZ an 
unpleasant person, thing, situation, etc. O till 
the cows come home col/og. for an indefin- 
itely long time. [Old English| 
cow? w/z; (usu. in passive) intimidate or dispirit 
(cowed by ill-treatment). 
coward 7. a person who is easily frightened or 
intimidated by danger or pain. [based on Latin 
cauda ‘tail’ | 
cowardice 7. a lack of bravery. 
cowardly adj. 1 of or like a coward; lack- 
ing courage. 2 (of an action) done against 
a person who cannot retaliate. 0 cow- 
ardliness 1. 


cowbell 77. 4 a bell worn round a cow's 
neck for easy location of the animal. 
cowboy 7. 1 | fem. 
cowgirl) a usu. 
mounted) person who herds 
and tends cattle. esp. in the 
US. 2. collog. an 
unscrupulous or reckless per- 
son m business. 


westerh 


cowcatcher 7. .\. Aine. & a 
peaked metal frame at the 
front of a locomotive for 
pushing aside obstacles on 
the line. 

cower vinii. crouch or shrink 
hack, esp. in fear: cringe. 
{from Middle Low German 
karen “to le in wait’] 

cowgirl see cowpoy 1. 

cowherd who 

tends cattle. 


nm. a person 
cowhide 7. 1 a cow's hide. 
2 leather made from this. 
cowl 7. 1 the hood of a 
monk's habit. 2 the hood-shaped covering of a 
chimney or ventilating shaft. & sup. 3 the remov- 
able vehicle or aircraft engine. 
D ourcr wr, ovrroxrn, [from Latin cucudlus “hood of a 
cloak’| o cowled aq. (in sense 1). 


cover of a 


cow-lick 7. a projecting lock of hair. 

cowling 7. = Gow 5. 

cowl neck »). a neck on a woman’s garment that 
hangs in draped folds (hyphenated when attrh.: 
corel-nech sweater, 

cowman ”. ( p/.-men) 1 = cowirrn, 2 CS = cowsoy 1. 

co-worker #/. a person who works in collaboration 
with another. 

cow-parsley 1. a hedgerow plant, Anhriscus sy/- 
vests, having lacclike umbels of flowers. 

cow-pat 7. a flat round piece of cow-dung, 

cowpoke n. .\. Amer. collog. = cows | 

cowpox 7. a disease of cows, of which the 


song, etc.) together with anothe 
person. 0 co-writer 7. 
SHILGI cowshed wv. 1 a shed for cattle that 


wa auraniium are not at pasture. 2 a milking shed. 


COWCATCHER ON A 19TH- 
CENTURY NORTH AMERIGAN 
LOCOMOTINVI 


crabbed 


cowslip z. 1 » a prim- 
ula, Primula veris, with 
fragrant yellow flowers 
and growing in pastures. 
2 US a marsh marigold. 
[Old English, fron 
‘cow’ + slyppe ‘slimy 
substance’, i.e. cow- 
dung] 

Cox ». (in full Cox’s 
orange pippin) a 
variety of cating 
apple with a red- 
tinged ercen skin. 
[bred by R. Cox, 
English amateur fruit-grower, «1776 1845} 


COWSLIP 
(Primula veris) 


cox @ 7. a Coxswain, esp. of a racing boat. @ wv, 1 ints: 
act as a cox (coxed for Cambridge). 2 tr. act as cox for 
(coxed the winning boat). 
coxcomb 7. an ostentatiously conceited man; a 
dandy. [variant of cockscoms, originally (a cap 
worn by) a jester] 0 coxcombry 7. ( p/. -1es). 
coxswain /kok-siin/ e 7. 1 the steersman of a 
ship’s boat, lifeboat, racing boat, etc. 2 Bri. the 
scnior petty officer in a small ship. @ ¢. 1 inte act as 
a coxswain. 2 t act as a coxswain of. [Middle 
English, based on cock “a small ship’s boat’] 0 cox- 
swainship 7. 
coy adj. (coyer, coyest) I archly or affectedly shy. 
2 irritatingly reticent (a/eays coy about her age). [based 
on Latin guietus “quiet’| 0 coyly adi. coyness n. 
coyote /koy-oh-ti/ n. (p/. same or coy- 
otes) a wolflike wild dog, Canzs latrans, 
native to N. America. [from Aztec 
coyoll | 
coypu 7. (fi. coypus) an aquatic 
beaver-hke rodent, Adyocastor coypus, 
native to 5. America and kept in 
captivity for its fur. [Araucanian (a 
Chileag language)| 
cozen ¢: fiterary 1 ir. (often foll. by of, 
out of ) cheat, defraud. 2 i (often foll. by 
into) heguile; persuade. 3 min act deceit- 
fully. [l6th-ceRtury coinage] 0 cozenage 7. 
cozy US var. of cosy. 
Cpl abby. Corporal, 4 
CPO abbr. Chief Petty Officer. 
CPS abbr. in the UK) Crown Prosecution Service. 
cps abbr. (also c.p.s.) 1 Computing characters per 
second. 2 cycles per second. 


courcatcher 


CPU abby. Computing central processing unit. 

Cr symb. Chem. the element chromium. 

crab! 7. 1 a a ten-footed crustacean having the 
first pair of legs modified as pincers. b the flesh of 
a crab, usp. Cancer pagurus, as food, 2 (the Crab) the 
zociacal sign or constellation Cancer. & Cancre. 
3 (in full erab louse) \often in p/.) a parasitic louse, 
Phihirus pubis, mnfesting hairy parts of the body. 
oO catch a crab Rowing jam the oar under water or 
miss the water altogether. [Old English] o crab- 
like ad). 

crab? 7. 1 (in full 
crab apple, » a 
small sour apple- 

ike fruit. 2 un 

ull crab tree 

or crab-apple 

tree) a tree that 

year's such fruit, esp. 

the European wild 

apple, Malus sylvestris. 

Middle English] 

crab® «. (crabbed, crabbing) 
collog. Lote & intr. criticize 
adversely or capuiously; grumble. 
2 ft. spoil ithe mistake crabbed his chances). 
[from Middle Low German Arabben| 

crabbed adj. 1 = crysey. 2 (of handwriting) il 
formed and hard to decipher. [Middle English, 
based on cras'| o erabbedly ad. crabbedness 7. 


CRAB APPLE 
Malus 


‘Crittenden’ ) 


crabby 


CRAB 


Crabs live in many different aquatic habi- 
tats, and — particularly in the Tropics — on 
dry land. All have a carapace, but there are 
two types of body shape. Brachyuran crabs, 
such as the edible crab (below), have broad 


dactylus 
propodus 


carpus 


compound eye 


EXTERNAL 
FEATURES 
OF AN 
EDIBLE CRAB 
(Cancer pagurus) 


EXAMPLES OF CRABS - 


BRACHYURANS 
enlarged 
pincer (male eye on long 


only) 


_ Stalk 


FIDDLER CRAB 
(Uca vocans) 


crabby adj. (crabbier, crabbiest) irritable; mor- 
ose. 0 crabbily adv. crabbiness 7. 

crabgrass n. a creeping grass. 

crab louse see cras' 3. 

crabmeat 7. = cx! Lb. 

crack e 7. 1 aa sudden sharp or explosive noise,‘as 
of a whip or a rifle. b (in a voice) a sudden harsh- 
ness or change im pitch. 2 a sharp blow (a crack on the 
head). 3 a a narrow opening formed by a break. ba 
partial fracture, with the parts still joined. ¢ a chink 
(looked through the crack formed by the door). 4 collog. a 
mischievous or malicious remark or aside (a nasty 
crack about my age). 5 collog. an attempt (Lil have a crack 
al it). 6 the exact moment (the crack of dawn). 7 slang 
a potent hard crystalline form of cocaine that is 
inhaled or smoked. e@ z. 1 fr. & intr. break without a 
complete separation of the parts (cracked the window). 
2 init. & tr. make or cause to make a sudden sharp 
or explosive sound. 3 itr @ tr break or cause to 
break with a sudden sharp sound. 4 intr. @ tr: give 
way or cause to give way (under torture etc.); yield. 
5 inir. {of the voice, esp. of an adolescent boy or a 
person under strain) become dissonant; break. 
6 & collog. find a solution to (a problem, code, etc.). 
7 t say (a joke etc.). 8 & collog. hit sharply or hard 
(cracked her head on the ceiling). 9 tr, Chem. decompose 
(heavy oils) to produce lighter hydrocarhons (such 
as petrol). 10 ¢% break (wheat) into coarse pieces. 
@ atirib.adj. excellent; first-rate (a crack shot). 0 crack 
a bottle open a bottle, esp. of wine, and drink it. 
crack down on ocollog. take severe measures 
against. cracked up to be collog. glowingly 
asserted to be. crack up cllog. 1 collapse under 
strain. 2 burst into laughter. fair crack of the 
whip Brit. collog. a fair chance to participate etc. 


abdomen 


SHINY SPIDER GRAB 
(Maja squinado) 


bodies, with a small abdomen tucked 

beneath. Anomuran crabs are usually long- 
bodied, often with a soft curled abdomen. j 
Hermit crabs protect their abdomens by 
taking over the empty shells of molluscs. 


, antenna 


f 


. _, cheliped (pincer) 
_ merus 


second leg 


third leg 


carapace 


fifth leg 


| ANOMURANS 
whelk shell 


\ 


4 


hermit crab 
HERMIT CRAB 
(Pagurus species) 


get cracking collog. begin promptly and vigor- 
ously. [Old English craczan “to resound’ | 

crack-brained ad). collog. crazy. 

crackdown 7. collog. severe measures (esp. against 
law-breakers ete.). 

cracked adj. 1 having cracks. 2 ( predic.) slang crazy. 

cracked wheat n. wheat that has been crushed 
mto small pieces. 

cracker 7. 1 a paper cylinder both ends of which 
are pulled at Christmas etc. making a sharp noise 
and releasing a small toy etc. 2 a firework explod- 
ing with a sharp noise. 3 (usu. in f/.) an instrument 
for cracking (nutcrackers). 4 aa thin dry biscuit often 
eaten with cheese. b a light crisp made of rice or 
tapioca flour. 5 Brit. slang a an attractive person, 
esp. a woman. b a fine example of something, 
6 US offens, = eoor waite. 

cracker-barrel a/irib.adj..N. Amer. unsophisticated. 

crackers predi.adj. slang crazy. 

cracking Bril. slang @ adj. 1 outstanding; very good 
(a cracking performance). 2 (atirib.) fast and exciting (a 
cracking speed). @ adv. outstandingly (a cracking good 
time). 

crackle e wintz (of a radio, fire, etc.) make a 
repeated slight cracking sound. @ n. such a sound. 
Oo crackly ad). 

crackling n. the crisp skin of roast pork. 

cracknel n. a light crisp biscuit. [from Middle 
Dutch krakelinc] 

crackpot slang @ n. an eccentric or impractical 
person. @ adj. mad, unworkable (a crackpot scheme). 

crack-up ». collog. a mental breakdown. 

cradle e 7. t a a child’s bed or cot, esp. one 
mounted on rockers. b a place in which a thing 


crane 


begins, esp. a civilization etc. 2 a framework resem- 
bling a cradle, esp.: a that on which a ship, a boat, 
etc., rests during construction or repairs. b that on 
which a worker is suspended to work on a ceiling, a 
ship, the vertical side of a building, etc. c the part 
of a telephone on which the receiver rests when not 
in use. @ utr 1 contain or shelter as if in a cradle 
(cradled his head in her arms). 2 place in a cradle. 
0 from the cradle from infancy. from the cradle 
to the grave from infancy till death. [Old English] 

craft e 7. 1 skill, esp. in practical arts. 2 a (esp. in 
comb.) a trade or an art (statecraft; handicraft; prestcraft, 
the craft of pottery). b the members of a craft. 3 (pl. 
craft) a a boat or other vessel. b an aircraft or 
spacecraft. 4 cunning or deceit. @ v.f, make in a skil- 
ful way. [Old English] 

craftsman 7. (fi. -men; jem. craftswoman, fi. 
-women) I a skilled and usu. time-served worker. 
2 a person who practises a handicraft. 3 Brit. a 
qualified private soldier in the Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers. 0 craftsmanship 7. 

craftsperson 7. (//. craftspeople) a craftsman or 
craftswoman. 

crafty adj. (craftier, craftiest) cunning, artful, 
wily. 0 craftily adv. craftiness n. 

crag n. a steep or rugged rock. [from Celtic] 

craggy ad). (craggier, craggiest) I (esp. of a per- 
son’s face) rugged; rough-textured. 2 (of a land- 
scape) having crags. 0 craggily adv. cragginess n. 

crake n. a bird of the rail family, esp. a corncrake. 
[from Old Norse fréka| 

cram 7. (crammed, cramming) 1 / a fill to 
bursting; stuff (the room was crammed). b (foll. by in, 
into) force (a thing) into (cram the sandwiches into the 
bag). 2 t ©@ intr prepare for an examination by 
intensive study. 3 é. (often foll. by wh) feed (poultry 
etc.) to excess. 4 ix G intr. collog. eat greedily. [Old 
English] 

cram-full adj. as full as possible. 

crammer 7. Sri, a person or imstitution that crams 
pupils for examinations. 

cramp e 7. 1 aa painful involuntary contraction of 
a muscle or muscles due to cold, exertion, etc. b = 
writer's CRAMP. 2 (also cramp-iron) a metal bar 
with bent ends for holding masonry etc. together. 
3 a portable tool for holding two planks etc. 
together; a clamp. 4 a restraint. @ vf 1 affect with 
cramp. 2 confine narrowly. 3 restrict (energies etc.). 
4 (as cramped adj.) (of handwriting) small and 
difficult to read. 5 fasten with a cramp. 0 cramp a 
person’s style prevent a person from acting freely 
or naturally. cramp up confine narrowly. [from 
Old High German krampfo, from an adjective 
meaning ‘bent’ | 

crampon /. (usu. 
in pl.) 1» an iron 
plate with spikes 
fixed to a boot 
for walking on 
ice, climbing, etc. 


Jastening 
strap 


amhde arip - 


sole-shaped 


tron plate 
2 a metal hook a 
for hfting umber, 
rock, etc.; a grap- loe-grip 
pling iron, [from 
French 3 
spike 


cranberry 1. (//. 
-ies) 1 any ever- 
green shrub of 
the genus baccimium, esp. Vmacrocarpun of America and 
1” exycoceos of Europe, yielding small red acid berries. 
2 a berry from this used for a sauce and in cooking, 
Also called fen-berry. [named (17th c.) by American col- 
onists from German Aranbeere ‘crane-berry’| 

crane e 7. 1 a machine for moving heavy objects, 
usu. by suspending them from a projecting beam. 
2 a tall bird of the family Gruidae, with long legs, 
long neck, and straight bill. 3 a moving platform 
supporung a television camera or cine-camera. 
@ ¢./% 1 (also absol.) stretch out (one’s neck) in order 
to see something. 2 ¢ move \an object) by a crane. 
{Old English] 


CRAMPON 


crane-fly 
crane-fly 7. (//. -flies) » a large € 
two-winged fly of the family ‘ . 


Tipulidae, with very long 
legs. D> 1.BAYHERIACKET 

cranesbill 7. any of vari- . 
ous plants of the ae 
genus Geranium, with ‘ 
usu, purple, violet, or 
pink five-petalled flowers. 
{named from the long bill-like 
spur on the fruit] 

cranial nerve 7. Anai. 
each of twelve pairs of CRANE-FLY: EUROPEAN 
nerves arising directly CRANE-FLY 
from the brain, not from (Ctenophora ornata) 
the spinal cord. 

cranio- comb. form cranium. 

craniology 7. the scientific study of the shape and 
size of the human skull. o craniological adj. 
craniologist 7. 


craniometry 7. the scientific measurement of 


skulls. 0 craniometric ad). 

craniotomy 7. (f/. -ies) 1 surgical removal of a 
portion of the skull. 2 surgical perforation of the 
skull of a dead foetus to ease delivery, 

cranium 7. (//. craniums or crania) the skull, 
esp. the part that encloses the brain, > sku.cron, 
{from Greek kranion ‘skull’| 0 cranial ad). 

crank! e n. part of an axle or shaft bent at right 
angles for interconverting reciprocal and circular 
motion. @ 2/7 cause to move by means of a crank. 
O crank up start (a car engine) by turning a crank. 
[Old English] 

crank? x. 1 an eccentric person. 2 .V. Amer a bad- 
tempered person. 0 cranky ad. crankily adi: 
crankiness n. 

erank® adj. Naut. liable to capsize. 

crankcase 7. a case enclosing a crankshaft. 

crankpin 7. a pin by which a connecting rod is 
attached to a crank. > CRANKSHATT 


crankshaft 1. W a shaft driven by a crank (see 
1 


CRANK: A). D> INTLRNAL-COMBUS TION LNGINI 
crankshaft balance shaft 
journal crankpin weight 


CRANKSHAFT OF A ¢ AR LNGINE 


cranny 7. (//. -ies) a chink, a crevice. [based on 
popular Latin crena ‘notch’| o crannied ad). 

crap coarse slang @ n. 1 \ofien as int.) nonsense. 
rubbish. 2 faeces. @ vii, (crapped, crapping) 
defecate. @ ad. of bad quality; useless. [earlier mn 
senses ‘chaff, refuse from fat-boiling’: trom Dutch 
hrappe| O crappy adj. (crappier, crappiest) coarse 
slang. 

crape n. 1 crépe, usu. of black silk or imitation silk. 


formerly used for mourning clothes. 2 a band of 


this formerly worn as a sign of mourning. [from 
French crespe ‘curled’| 0 crapy ad). 

crape hair ». Bril. aruficial hair used in stage make- 
up. 

crap game n. a game of craps. 

craps 7.p/..\. Amer a gambling game played with 
dice oO shoot craps play craps. []9th-century 
coinage | 

crapulent ad). /ilerary 1 given to indulging in alco- 
hol. 2 resulting from drunkenness. 3 drunk. [based 
on Greek Kraipale ‘drunken heacdache’] 0 crapu- 
lence n. crapulous ad). 

crash! ei: 1 intr: S fr, make or cause to make a loud 
smashing noise (the cymbals crashed). 2 ty & inte 
throw, drive, move, or fall with a loud smashing 


cream 


noise. 3 intr, G tr. a collide or cause (a vehicle) to 

collide violently with another vehicle, obstacle, etc. 

b fall or cause (an aircraft) to fall violently on to the 

land or the sea. 4 iér (usu. foll. by ito) collide 

violently (crashed into the window). 5 intr. undergo 
financial ruin. 6 @ collog. enter without 

permission (crashed the cocktail party). 7 intr. 

collog. be heavily defeated (crashed to a 4-0 defeat). 

8 intr. Computing (of a machine or system) fail 

suddenly. 9 ¢é collog. pass (a red traffic light etc.). 

10 intr. (often foll. by out) slang go to sleep.e 7. laa 

loud and sudden smashing noise. b a breakage (of 

crockery etc.). 2 a a violent collision, esp. of one 

vehicle with another or with an object. b the 

violent fall of an aircraft on to the land or sea. 

3 ruin, esp. financial. 4 Computing a sudden failure 

of a system. 5 (atirib.) done rapidly or urgently (a 

crash diet). @ adv. with a crash (the window went crash). 
[Middle English] 

crash? 7. a coarse plain linen, cotton, etc., fabric. 
(from Russian krashenina ‘coloured linen’] 

crash barrier 7. Bri/. a barrier intended to prevent 
a vehicle from leaving the road etc. 

crash-dive e & 1 intr. a (of a submarine or its pilot) 
dive hastily and steeply in an emergency. b (of an 
aircraft or its pilot) dive and crash. 2 / cause to 
crash-clive. @ n. such a dive. 

crash helmet 7. a helmet worn to protect the head 
m case of a crash. 

crashing ad). collog. overwhelming (a crashing bore). 

crash-land «. 1 jéz (of an aircraft or its pilot) land 
hurriedly with a crash, usu. without lowering the 
undercarriage. 2 f cause (an aircraft) to crash- 
land. 0 crash landing 7. 

crash pad 2. slang a place to sleep. 

crass adj. 1 grossly stupid. 2 gross (crasy stuprdity). 
3 literary thick or gross. [from Latin crassus ‘solid, 
thick’] 0 crassitude 7. crassly adv, crassness n. 

-crat comb. form a member or supporter of a par- 
ticular form of government or rule (aulocrat; demo- 
erat). [from or suggested by French crate] 

crate e 7. 1 slatted wooden case etc. for conveying 
esp. fragile goods. 2 s/ang an old aeroplane or other 
vehicle. @ vin pack in a crate. [Middle English] 
Oo crateful n. ( p/. -fuls:. 

crater e 7. 1 the mouth of a volcano. & voicano. 
2 a bowl-shaped cavity, esp. that made by an explo- 
sion. 3. Astron. ® a hollow with a raised rim on the 
surface of a planet or moon, caused by impact. 
D& Moos. @ vf form a crater in. [from Greek Arvate 
‘mixing-hbowl’] 0 craterous ad). 

cravat 7. a scarf worn by men imside an open- 
necked shirt. [from Serbo-Croat Hrvat ‘Croat’, 
from the scarf worn by Croatian mercenaries in 
France] 0 cravatted «dj. 

crave v. 1 / a long for (craved affection). b beg for 
(craves a blessing). 2 intr. (foll. by for) long for (craved for 
comfort). (Old English] o craver n. 


craven adj. (of a person, behaviour, etc.) cowardly; 
abject. [Middle English] o cravenly adv. craven- 
ness 7. 

craving 2. (usu. foll. by for) a strong desire or longing. 

craw 7. ool. the crop of a bird or insect. O stick in 
one’s craw be unacceptable. [Middle English| 

crawfish e n. (p/. same) esp. .\. Amen = cRAVIISH. 
@ v.intr (often foll. by out) US collog. retreat; back out. 
[vanant of cravrisn| 

crawl e viniz 1 move slowly, esp. on hands and 
knees. 2 (of a snake etc.) move slowly with the body 
close to the ground etc, 3 proceed slowly (he train 
crawled into the station), 4 (often foll. by to) collog. 
behave obsequiously or ingratiatingly in the hope 
of advantage. 5 (often foll. by zezth) be or appear to 
be covered or filled with crawling or moving things 
or people. 6 (esp. of the skin) fecl a creepy sensa- 


tion. @ 7. 1 an act of crawling. 2 a slow rate of 


movement. 3 a high-speed swimming stroke with 
alternate overarm movements and rapid straight- 
legged kicks. 4 = pus crawi. [Middle English] 


Ocrawly adj. (in senses 5, 6 of wu), 


crawler n. 1 Brit. collog. a person who behaves obse- 
quiously in the hope of advantage. 2 anything that 
crawls, such as an insect, a slow-moving vehicle, etc. 

crawl space 7. an underfloor space giving access to 
ducts. ‘ 

crayfish n. (pl. same) 1 a small lobster-like fresh- 
water crustacean, esp. of the genus Astacus. > cRusT- 
AceAN, 2 = spiny Lopsirr. [based on Old High 
German frebiz ‘crab’ 

crayon e 7. 1 a stick or pencil of coloured chalk, 
wax, etc., used for drawing. 2 a drawing made with 
this. @ wiz draw with crayons. [French, based on 
Latin creta ‘chalk’ | 

craze e v. | é (usu. as crazed adj.) make insane 
(crazed with grief ). 2 a tr. produce fine surface cracks 
on (pottery glaze etc.). b intr develop such cracks. 
en. 1 a usu. temporary enthusiasm (a craze for hula 
hoops). 2 the object of this. [Middle English, origin- 
ally in sense ‘to break, shatter’ 

crazy @ adj. (crazier, craziest) I collog. insane or 
mad; foolish. 2 (usu. foll. by about) collog. extremely 
enthusiastic. 3 s/eng a exciting, unrestrained. b ex- 
cellent. 4 (attrib) (of paving etc.) made of irregular 
pieces fitted together. @ n. (pl. -ies) collog. a crazy 
person or thing. o like crazy collog. = lke mad (see 
MAD). O crazily adi. craziness 7. 

CRC abbr. Printing camera-ready copy. 

creak e 7. a harsh scraping or squeaking sound. 
@ wint, 1 make a creak. 2 a move with a creaking 
noise. b move stiffly and awkwardly. ¢ show weakness 
under strain. [Middle English] 0 creakingly ade. 

creaky «dj. (creakier, creakiest) 1 liable to creak. 
2 a stiff or frail. b (of a practice etc.) decrepit, 
outmoded. 6 creakily adv. creakiness n. 

cream e 7. 1 the fatty content of milk. 2 the part of 
a liquid that gathers at the top. 3 (usu. prec. by the) 
the best or choicest part of something, 4 a cream- 
like preparation, esp. a cosmetic (hand cream). 5 a 
very pale yellow or off-white colour 6 a a dish or 


| 
CRATER 


Mcteoric craters are formed by lumps of 
interplanetary rock striking a planet’s 
surface. Debris is blasted in all directions. 
creating a circular crater, while rock 
compressed by the impact rebounds. 

, Gradually, the meteoric crater partly fills 
in as debris slips from the wall and peak. 


blast 
debris 


Salling 


rocks 


saucer-shaped 
hollow: 


\ 4 


CORMATION OF A METEORIC CRATER 


raised wall outer slopes 
\ i 


central peak / = \. saucer-shaped 
hollow 
OVERHEAD VIEW OF A METEORIC CRATER 


cream bun 


sweet like or made with cream. b a soup or sauce 
containing milk or cream. ¢ a biscuit with a creamy 
sandwich filling. d a chocolate-covered fondant. 
ev. 1 #& a take the cream from (milk). b take the best 
or a specified part from. 2 ¢ work (butter etc.) to a 
creamy consistency. 3 ¢, add cream to (coffee etc.). 
4 intr, (of milk or any other liquid) form a cream or 
scum. @ adj. pale yellow; off-white. o cream off 
take (esp. the best part) from a whole. [from eccle- 
siastical Latin chrisma ‘oil for anointing’ | 

cream bun 7. (also cream cake) Brit. a bun or 
cake filled or topped with cream. 

cream cheese 7. a soft rich cheese made from 
unskimmed milk and cream. 

cream cracker n. Brit. a crisp dry unsweetened 
biscuit. 

creamer 7. 1 > a flat dish used for skim- 
ming the cream off milk. 2 a 
machine used for separating 
cream from milk. 3 a cream or 
milk substitute for adding to 
coffee or tea. 4.N. Amer. a jug for 
cream. 

creamery 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a fac- 
tory producing butter and cheese. 
2 a dairy. 

cream of tartar 7. crystallized 
potassium hydrogen tartrate, used 
in medicine, baking powder, etc. 

cream soda ». a carbonated vanilla-flavoured soft 
drink. 

cream tea 7. Bri. afternoon tea with scones, jam, 
and cream. 

creamy adj. (creamier, creamiest) 1 like cream 
in consistency or colour. 2 rich in cream. 0 cream- 
ily adv. creaminess 7. 

crease @ 7, 1 aa line in paper etc. caused by fold- 
ing, b a fold or wrinkle. 2 Cricket a line marking the 
position of the bowler or batsman. > cricker. @ v. 
1 i make creases in (material). 2 int, become 
creased (linen creases badly). 3 tr. & intr. (often foll. by 
up) Brit. collog. make or become incapable through 
laughter. 4 tr esp. US slang graze with a bullet. 
[earlier creast ‘crest, ridge’ | 

create v. 1 i a bring into existence (poverty creates 
resentment). b (of a person or persons) make or cause 
(create a dwersion). 2 tr. originate (an actor creates a part). 
3 iy, vest (a person) with a rank (created him a lord). 
4 intr. Brit. collog. make a fuss; grumble. {based on 
Latin creatus ‘made. produced’| o creatable ad). 

creation 7. 1 a the act of creating. b an instance of 
this. 2 a (usu. the Creation) the creating of the 
universe regarded as an act of God. b (usu. 
Creation) everything so created; the universe. 3 a 
product of human intelligence, esp. of imaginative 
thought or artistic ability. 4 a the act of investing 
with a ttle or rank. b an instance of this. 

creationism 7. the belief that the universe and 
living organisms originate from specific acts of 
divine creation rather than by natural processes. 
0 creationist 7. 

creative adj. 1 inventive and imaginative. 2 creating 
or able to create. 0 creatively adv. creativeness 
n. creativity 7. 

creative accountancy 2. (also creative ac- 
counting) col/og. the exploitation of loopholes in 
financial legislation in order to gain advantage or 
present figures in a misleadingly 
favourable light. 

creator 7. 1 a person who creates. 
2 (as the Creator) God. 

creature 7. 1 a an animal, as distinct 
from a human being. b any living 
being (we are all God’s creatures). 2 a 
person of a specified kind (poor creature). 
3 a subservient person. 4 anything 
created. [from Latin creatura ‘thing 
created’] 0 creaturely ad). 

creature comforts 7.)/, material comforts 
such as good food, warmth, etc. 


CREAMER 


7 


CREEL 


eréche /kresh/ x. Brit. a day nursery for babies and 
young children. [French] 

cred x. collog. credibility. 

credence 1. belief. 0 give credence to believe. 
[from medieval Latin credentia] 

credential n. (usu. in fi.) 1 evidence of a person's 
achievements or trustworthiness, usu. in the form 
of certificates, references, etc. 2 a letter or letters of 
introduction. 

credibility 7. 1 the condition of being credible or 
believable. 2 reputation, status. 

credible adj. 1 (of a person or statement) believable 
or worthy of belief. 2 (of a threat etc.) convincing, 
[based on Latin credere ‘to believe’] 0 credibly adv. 


a Usage Do not confuse credible ‘able to 
be believed’ with credulous ‘too ready to 
believe’. The difference is illustrated by 
he was such a credtble trickster that he completely 
took in his credulous colleagues. 


credit e 7. 1 (usu. of a person) a source of 
honour, pride, etc. (a credit to the school). 2 the 
acknowledgement of merit (must give hum 
credit). 3. a good reputation (hes credit stands high). 
4 a belief or trust (/ place credit in that). b some- 

thing believable or trustworthy (that statement has 
credit). 5 a a person's financial standing; the sum of 
money at a person’s disposal in a bank etc. b the 
power to obtain goods etc. before payment. 6 (usu. 
in pl.) an acknowledgement of a contributor’s 
services to a film etc. 7 Brit. a grade above a pass in 
an examination. 8 a reputation for solvency and 
honesty m business. 9 (in bookkeeping) a an entry 
in an account recording a payment received. b the 
sum entered. ¢ the total of such sums. d the credit 
side of an account. 10 a unit of study counting 
towards a degree etic. @ v./ (credited, crediting, 
1 believe (cannot credit it). 2 (usu. foll. by to, woth; 
often in passive) a enter on the credit side of an 
account. b ascribe an achievement or good quality 
to (he was credited with the goal). c deem to be the ori- 
ginator or source of a thing (now credited as its 
founder). 0 do credit to (or do a person credit; 
enhance the reputation of. on credit with an 
arrangement to pay later. to one’s credit in one’s 
praise or commendation. [from Latin credeium 
‘loan, thing entrusted’| 

creditable ad). (often foll. by to) bringing credit or 
honour. 0 creditability n. creditably adv. 

credit card 7. a card from a bank etc. authorizing 
the obtaining of goods on credit. 

credit note 7. Bril. a note given by a shop etc. in 
return for goods returned, stating the value of 
goods owed to the customer. 

creditor 7. 1 a person to whom a debt is owing (cf. 
prBTorR). 2 a person or company that gives credit for 
money or goods. 

creditworthy adj. considered suitable to receive 
commercial credit. O creditworthiness 7. 

credo 7. (pi. -os) a statement of belicf; a creed. 
[Latin, literally “I belheve’] 

credulous adj. too ready to believe; gullible. [from 
Latin credulus| 0 credulity n. credulously adv. 
credulousness 7. 


w Usage See Usage Note at crepiant, 


creed 7. 1 a set of principles or opinions, esp. as 
a philosophy of life. 2 (also Creed) 
a brief formal summary of 
Christian belief. [Old English] 
Oo credal adj. (also creedal). 
creek 7. 1 Brit. a small bay, har- 
bour or inlet. 2 a esp. US a tributary 
of a river. b Austral. G@ NZ a stream 
or brook. 0 up the creek s/ang 1 in 
difficulties. 2 crazy. [from Old Norse 
kriki ‘nook’ | 
creel n. < a fisherman’s large wicker 
basket. [Middle English, originally Scots] 
creep @ vw.intr, (past and past parl. crept) 


creosote 


1 move with the body prone and close to the 
ground. 2 (often foll. by 7m, out, up, etc.) proceed 
slowly and stealthily or tmidly. 3 enter slowly (into 
a person’s affections, awareness, etc.) (a feeling crepl 
over her). 4 collog. act obsequiously in the hope of 
advancement. 5 (of a plant) grow along the ground 
or up a wall. 6 (as creeping adj.) developing slowly 
and steadily (creeping inflation). 7 (of the flesh) feel as 
if insects etc. were creeping over it, as a result of 
fear etc. @ n. 1 a the act of creeping. b an instance 
of this. 2 (in pl; prec. by the) collog. a feeling of 
revulsion or fear (gives me the creeps). 3 collog. an 
unpleasant person. [Old English] 

creeper 7. 1 Boi. ¥ any climbing or creeping plant. 
2 slang a soft-soled shoe. 3 any bird that climbs, esp. 
a treecreeper. 


CREEPER: CREEPING JENNY 
(Lysimachia nummulara) 


creepy adj. (creepier, creepiest) 1 collog. having 
or producing a creeping of the flesh (a creepy film). 
2 given to creeping. 0 creepily adv. creepiness n. 

creepy-crawly collog. @ n. (pl. -ies) an insect or 
other small crawling creature. @ adj. creeping 
and crawling, 

cremate ./7, burn (a corpse etc.) to ashes. [based on 
Latin crematus ‘burnt’| 0 cremation n. cremator 7. 


crematorium 7. (//. crematoria or cremator- 
iums) a place for cremating corpses in a furnace. 

créme brilée 7. a dessert of custard topped with 
caramelized sugar. [French, ‘burnt cream’] 

créme de la créme /krem dé la krem/ n. the 
best part; the elite. [French, literally ‘cream of 
the cream’| 

créme de menthe /krem dé month: fhe vowel in 
menthe rhymes with romp/ nm. a peppermint- 
flavoured liqueur. [French, literally ‘cream of mint’] 

créme fraiche 7. a type of thick cream made from 
double cream with the addition of buttermilk, sour 
cream, or yogurt. [French créme fraiche, literally 
‘fresh cream’ | 


crenellated 


parapel 


crenellate w./7 (also 
elate) > provide (a 


cren- 


tower etc.) with 
battlements or 
loopholes. [based 
on Latin — crena 


‘notch’] 0 crenel- 
lation 7. 

Creole en. laa 
descendant of 
European (esp. 
Spanish) settlers 
in the W. Indies 
or Central or 
S. America. b a 
white descendant 
of French settlers 
in the southern 
US. ¢ a person of 
mixed European and black descent. 2 a mother 
tongue formed from the contact of a European 
language with another (esp. African) language. 
6 adj. 1 of or relating to a Creole or Creoles. 2 (usu. 
creole) of Creole origin or production (creole cook- 
ing). [from Spanish criollo| 

creosote @ 7. 1 (in full creosote oil) a dark brown 
oil distilled from coal tar, used as a wood preserva- 
tive. 2 a colourless oily fluid distilled from wood. 
used as an antiseptic. @ vt treat with creosote 
[from Greek kreas ‘flesh’ + sdtér ‘preserver’, with 
reference to its antiseptic properties] 


CRENELLATE: 
SPANISH CASTLE TURRET 
WITH GRENELLAVIIONS 


[eas 


crépe 


crépe /krayp/ n. 1a fine often gauzelike fabric with 
a wrinkled surface. 2 a thin pancake, usu. with a 
savoury or sweet filling, 3 (also crépe rubber) a 
very hard-wearing wrinkled sheet rubber used for 
the soles of shoes etc. [from Latin crispus ‘curly’] 
Ocrépy ad). (also crépey). 

crépe de Chine /sheen/ 7. a fine silk crépe. 
[French, literally “China crépe’| 

crépe paper 7. thin crinkled papcr. 

crépe Suzette 7. a thin dessert pancake flamed 
and served in alcohol. 

crepitate win, make a crackling sound. [based on 
Latin crepitatus ‘crackled’| 0 crepitation n. 

crept ast and past part. of crerp. 

crepuscular adj. 1 a of twilight. b dim. 2 ool. 
appearing or active in twilight. [based on Latin 
crepusculum ‘twilight’| 

crescendo /kri-shen-doh/ @ 7. (//. -os or cres- 
cendi) 1 Afus. a a gradual increase in loudness. b a 
passage to be performed with such an increase. 
2 progress towards a climax (a crescendo of emotions). 
e adv. & adj. Mus. with a gradual increase in loud- 
ness. [Italian, literally ‘growing’] 


a Usage When used figuratively, crescendo should 
mean “progress towards a climax’, not the chmax 
itself. 


crescent e 7. 1 the curved sickle shape of the 
waxing or waning Moon. > 10nak MonrH. 2 any- 
thing of this shape, esp. Brit. a street forming an 
arc. @ adj. 1 poet. increasing. 2 crescent-shaped. 
[from Latin crescent: ‘growing, waxing’ | 

cress 7. any of various cruciferous plants usu. with 
pungent edible leaves. [Old English] 

crest e 7. 1 aa comb or tuft on a bird’s or animal's 
head. & uzsrp. b something resembling this, 2 the 
top of a mountain, wave, etc. 3 Heraldry a a device 
above the shield and helmet of a coat of arms. 
> urratpr\. b such a device reproduced on writing 
paper etc. @ v 1 /& reach the crest of (a hill, wave, 
etc.). 2 &% a provide with a crest. b serve as a crest 
to. 3 intr, (of a wave) form into a crest. 0 on the 
crest of a wave at the most favourable moment in 
one’s progress. [from Latin crs/a ‘tuft’] o crested 
adj. (also in comb). crestless ad). 

crestfallen aq. dejected. 

cretaceous e aj. t of the nature of chalk. 2 (Cret- 
aceous} Geo/. of or relating to the last period of the 
Mesozoic era. @ n. Cretaceous) (so/. this era or 
system, [based on Latin creta ‘chalk’ 

cretin 7. 1 a person who is deformed and mentally 
retarded as the result of a thyroid deficiency. 
2 collog. a stupid person. {from Latin Chrstanus 
‘Christian’, in sense ‘human creature’] 0 cret- 
inism . cretinize ¢./7, (also -ise). cretinous ad). 

cretonne 7. (often atid.) a heavy cotton upholstery 
fabric, usu. with a floral pattern. [French] 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 1. a type of spongi- 
form encephalopathy affecting human beings, 
characterized by progressive dementia. [named 
after H. G. Creutzfeldt, 1885 1964, and A. Jakob, 
1884-1931, German physicians| 

crevasse /kri-vass/ n. 1 ¥ a deep open crack, esp. 
ina glacier. > ciacirr. 2 CS'a breach ina river levec. 
{from Old French crevace] 


crevasse formed by ive 
moving over sharp incline 


bedrock 


_ glaciei 


direction of 
movement 


CREVASSE IN A DOWNWARD-MOVING GLACIER 


19% 


cringe 


crevice /krev-iss/ x. a narrow opening or fissure in 
a rock etc. [based on Latin crepare ‘to burst’| 

crew’ e 7. (often treated as pl.) 1 a a body of people 
manning a ship, aircraft, train, etc. b such a body as 
distinguished from the captain or officers. c a body of 
people working together. 2 collog. a company of 
people (a motley crew). @ v. 1 & supply or act as a crew or 
member of a crew for. 2 mtr, act as a crew or member 
of a crew. [based on Latin crescere ‘to grow (in size)’] 

crew? past of crow?. 

crew-cut 7). a very short haircut. 

crewel n. a thin worsted yarn used for tapestry and 
embroidery. [Middle English] 

crewman 7. (p/. -men) a member of a crew. 

crew neck 7. a close-fitting round neckline. 

crib e 7. 1 aa child’s bed; a cot. b Bri. a model of the 
Natwvity of Christ, with a manger as a bed. 2 a barred 
rack for animal fodder. 3 collog. a.a translation of a text 
for the use of students. b plagiarized work etc. 4 collog. 
cribbage. 5 Austral, & Na light meal; food. @ z.tz (also 
absol.) (cribbed, cribbing) 1 collog. copy (another 
person’s work) unfairly or without acknowledgement. 
2 confine in a small space. 3 collog. pilfer, steal. [Old 
English] 0 eribber n. 

cribbage 7. a card game for two, three, or four 
players. [1 7th-century coinage] 

cribbage board 7. a board with pegs and holes 
used for scoring at cribbage. 

erick @ 7. a sudden painful stiffness in the neck ete. 
@ 7/7. produce a crick in. [Middle English] 

cricket! @ 7. ¥ a game played on a grass pitch with 
two teams of 11 players taking turns to bow] at a 
wicket defended by a batting player of the other 

team. @ v.inir. (cricketed, cricketing) play cricket. 

O not cricket Bri. collog. dishonourable behaviour, 

[16th-century coinage] 0 cricketer n. 

cricket® n. any of various grasshopper-like insects of 
the order Orthoptera, > oR HortKAN. [based on Old 
French erquer “to creak’] 

cried pas/ and past part. of cry. 


CRICKET 


Originating in England in the 13th century, 
cricket is now an international sport, played 
over a fixed period (up to five days) or for a 
number of overs (one over being six bowls). 
Batsmen score runs by hitting the ball then 


long on o 


umpire . 
deep midwickel 
boundary line 
mid-an 
willy mid-on 
forward short leg 
square leg 
deep square leg —__ 
square-leg umpire - 
batsman 
leg slip 
long leg —~ 
wicketkeeper 


fine leg_— 


CRICKET FIELD 


wencketheepe) 
batsman 


non-striking 
batsman 


CRICKET 
PHC NA 
(co pest ns | 5 


C9) eae 


wicket 


bowling crease 


crier 7. (also cryer) a person who cries. 

crikey int. Brit. collog. an expression of astonish- 
ment. [euphemism for Cxrist] 

crim Austral. slang = CRIMINAL. 

crime n. I a a serious offence punishable by law. 
b illegal acts as a whole (resorted to crime). 2 an evil act 
(a crime against humanity). [from Latin crimen Sjudge- 
ment, offence’| 

crime sheet n. Brii. Mil. a record of a defendant's 
offences. 

crime wave n. a sudden increase in crime. 

crime writer n. a writer of detective fiction or 
thrillers. 

criminal e 7. a person who has committed a crime. 
e@ adj. \ of, involving, or concerning crime (criminal 
records; criminal offence). 2, having committed a crime. 
3 Law relating to or expert in criminal law (criminal 
code: criminal lawyer). 4 collog. scandalous, deplorable. 
[from Late Latin crminalis| o criminality x. crim- 
inally adv. 

criminalize »./7. (also -ise) 1 turn (an activity) into 
a criminal offence by making it illegal. 2 turn (a 
person) into a criminal, esp. by making his or her 
activities illegal. o criminalization 2. 

criminal law n. law concerned with punishment of 
offenders (opp. civit Law 1). 

criminal record sce ki.corv n. 6, 

criminology 1. the scientific study of crime. 6 crim- 
inological ad). criminologist 7. 

crimp e v./ 1 compress into small folds or ridges. 
2 corrugate. 3 make waves in (the hair) with a hot 
iron. @ n. a crimped thing or form. [Middle 
English] o crimper 2. crimpy ad). 

crimson e@ adj. of a rich deep red inclining to 
purple. @ 7. this colour. @ vir G mtr make or 
become crimson. [from Arabic kirmizi| 

cringe @ <.it, (cringing) 1 shrink back in fear; 
cower. 2 behave ohsequiously. @ z. the act or an 
instance of cringing. [Old English] 


. 


running between the wickets, or by hitting 

the ball to or over the boundary. A batsman 
may be dismissed in several ways — by the 
bowler striking the wicket with the ball, for 
instance, or by the ball being caught. 


long off 


. bowler hat 


_ non-striking 
batsman 


_ padded glove 


extra cover 


mid-off 

silly mid-off < f 

cover { f inte 

- clothing 

point ( a team colours 
gulley nk thigh pad 
second slip knee roll 
third man leg pad 


™ fust slip 


Vent verern 


cricket shoe 


BATSMAN 


leather-skinned seam 


ball a bail 
CRICKET | & a 

BALL AND f > 
WIGKET ¥ ¥ 


relurn crease 


umpire. 


simpy 


bowler 


crinkle 


crinkle e n. a wrinkle or crease in paper, cloth, etc. 
ev. 1 intr form crinkles. 2 tr form crinkles in. [Old 
English, based on ¢rincan ‘to curl up’] 0 crinkly adj. 
crinkle-cut ag. cut with wavy edges. 
crinoline 2. /ust.» a stiffened or hooped petti- 
coat. [from Latin crus ‘hair’ + bnum ‘thread’] 
cripple e 7. archaic or offens. a person who is 
permanently lame. e v./7, 1 make a cripple 
of. 2 disable, impair. 3 weaken or 
damage seriously (crippled by 
the loss of funding). [Old 
English] o crippler z. 


waist-le 


mw Usage The term 
cripple is no longer 
acceptable as a noun 


steel wires 


referring to a person slotted 
D 5 ee through 
Disabled person is usu- ee 


ally used instead. 


crisis n. (pl. crises) 1 a a de- 
cisive moment. b a time of danger 
or great difficulty. 2 the turning 
point. [from Greek krisis “decision’] 

crisis management 7. the practice 
of taking managerial action only 
when a crisis has developed. 

crisp e adj. 1 hard but brittle. 2 a (of 
air) bracing, b (of a style or manner) 
lively, brisk, and decisive. c (of features 
etc.) neat and clear-cut. d (of paper) stuff and 
crackling. e (of hair) closely curling. @ 7. (in full 
potato crisp) Brit. a wafer-thin slice of potato 
fried until crisp, @ v.t7, & intr. make or become crisp. 
oO burn to a crisp make inedible or useless by 
burning. [from Latin crspus ‘curled’| 0 crisply adi 
crispness 71. 

crispbread n. | a thin crisp biscuit of crushed rye 
etc. 2 these collectively (a packet of crispbread). 

crisper 7. a compartment in a refrigerator for stor- 
ing fruit and vegetables. 

crispy adj. (crispier, crispiest) 1 crisp, brittle. 
2 curly. 3 brisk. 

criss-cross @ 7. 1 a pattern of crossing lines. 2 the 
crossing of lines or currents etc. @ adj. crossing; in cross 
lines (criss-cross marking). @ adv. crosswise; at cross 
purposes. @ x. 1 mix a intersect repeatedly. b move 
crosswise. 2 # mark or make with a criss-cross pattern, 
[1 7th-century coinage, from Chrst’s cross| 

criterion /kry-teer-idn/ n. (pl. criteria) a prin- 
ciple or standard that a thing is judged by. [from 
Greek kntérion| 0 criterial ad). 


w Usage The plural form of etlerion, criteria, is often 
used incorrectly as the singular. In the singular, 
criterion should always be used. 


critic 7. 1 a person who censures. 2 a person who 
reviews literary, artistic, or musical works etc. 
{based on Greek frinein ‘to judge, decide’ | 

critical adj. 1 a making or involving aclverse judge- 
ments. b expressing or involving criticism. 2 skilful 
at or engaged in criticism. 3 providing textual criti- 
cism (a critical edition of Milton). 4 a of or at a crisis; 
involving risk or suspense (i a@ critical condition). 
b decisive, crucial (at the critical moment), 5 a Math. & 
Physics marking a transition from one state etc. to 
another (critical angle). b Physics (of a nuclear reac- 
tor) maintaining a self-sustaining chain reaction. 
O criticality n. (in sense 5). critically adv. crit- 
icalness 7. 

critical mass n. 1 the amount of fissile material 
needed to maintain a nuclear chain reaction. 2 the 
minimum size required to start a thing off or to 
keep a thing going. 

critical path 7. the sequence of stages determining 
the minimum time needed for an operation. 

criticism 7. 1 a finding fault. b a statement ex- 
pressing this. 2 a the work of a critic. b an article 
essay, etc., expressing or containing an analytical 

evaluation of something, 


CRINOLINE: MI1- 
IOTH-CENTURY 
CRINOLINE 


criticize utr. (also -ise) (also absol.) 1 find fault with. 


2 discuss critically. o criticizable ad). 


critique @ 7. a critical essay or analysis; an instance 


or the process of formal criticism. @ u.fr. (critiques, 
critiqued, critiquing) discuss critically. [from 
Greek kritiké tekhné ‘critical art’) 
croak e x. | a deep hoarse sound 
as of a frog. 2 a sound resembling 
this. @ v. 1 a inir utter a croak. 
b ¢y utter with a croak or in 
a dismal manner. 2 slanga 
intr. die. b tr kill. [Middle 
English] 
croaky adj. (croakier, croakiest) (of 
a voice) croaking; hoarse. 0 croakily adv. 
Croat e 7. 1 aa native of Croatia in the 
former Yugoslavia. b a person of Cro- 
atian descent. 2 the Slavonic dialect of 
the Croats (cf. Srrso-Croat). @ adj, of or 
relating to the Croats or their dialect. 
[from Serbo-Croatian Hrvat| 
Croatian 7. & ad). = Croat. 
crochet /kroh-shay/ e@ 7. 1 ¥ a han- 
dicraft in which yarn is made up into 
a patterned fabric by means of a 
hooked needle. 2 work made in this 
way. @ v. (crocheted, crocheting) 
1 #& make by crocheting, 2 iir do 
crochet. [French, literally ‘httle hook’] 
O crocheter n. 
croci pil. of crocus. 
crocidolite /kroh-sid-é-lyt/ 7. a fibrous blue or 
green silicate of iron and sodium; blue asbestos. 
{from Greek krokis -idos ‘nap of cloth’| 
crock! Brit. collog. en. 1 a broken-down or worn-out 
person. 2 a worn-out vehicle, ship, etc. @ 7 1 itr. 
(foll. by up) break down, collapse. 2 t disable, cause 
to collapse. [originally Scots] 
crook? n. 1 an earthenware pot or jar. 2 a broken 
piece of earthenware. [Old English] 
crockery 7. earthenware or china dishes, plates, 
etc. [from obsolete crocker ‘potter’] 
crocket 7. Arf. a small carved ornament on the 
inchned side of a pinnacle etc. > CarHepra. [from a 
variant of Old French crochet ‘little hook’] 


CROCHET 


The origins of crochet are difficult to trace, 
though the technique seems to have trav- 
celled extensively throughout the world. 

A length of yarn is formed into a looped 
fabric, using a hook, on which one stitch 1s 
worked at a time. Very fine yarns and the 
finest hooks form delicate open fabric. 
Thicker yarn on larger hooks is used for 
denser fabric. Flat pieces can be worked 
into tubular shapes or medallions. 


crochel 
hovh 


working yarn 
\ looped 
stitch 


length of 
chain stitches — DEMONSTRATION 
OF THE CHAIN 


SGT 


Cro-Magnon 


crocodile 7. 1 a W a large tropical or subtropical 
amphibious reptile of the family Crocodylidae, 
with long jaws. b leather from its skin. 2 Brit. collog. 
a line of schoolchildren etc. walking in pairs. [from 
Greek krokodilos ‘worm of the stones’ | 


CROCODILE: NILE 
CROCODILE (Crocodilus niloticus) 


crocodile tears 7.//. insincere grief. 

crocodilian e 7. any large predatory amphibious 
reptile of the order Crocodilia, with long jaws, 
short legs, and a powerful tail, including crocodiles, 
alligators, caymans, and gharials, > aLuicatTor, cRoc- 
opiLt. @ adj. of or relating to the crocodilians. 

crocus 7. (//. crocuses or croci) 
> a small spring-flowering plant j 
of the genus Crocus (ins family). 
[from Greek Avokos| 

Croesus 7. a person of great 
wealth. [name of a king of 
Lydia (6th c. 2c)] 

croft Brii. @ n. 1 an enclosed 
piece of land. 2 a small rented 
farm in Scotland or northern 
England. @ vin farm a croft; 
live as a crofter, [Old English] 

crofter n. Bri. a person who 
rents a smallholding. 

croissant /krwus-on/ 7. a 
crescent-shaped roll made 
of rich yeast pastry. [French] 

Cro-Magnon adj. Anthropol. of a tall broad-faced 
European race of late palaeolithic times. [name of 
a hill in the Dordogne, France, where remains were 
found (1868)] 


L 


CROCUS 
(Crocus versicolor) 


VASES ORES i iGhiks 


Lda dah 


BON NIN ale clerk 


1 a ee ol el BD 
STITCH 


SPIRAL 
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cromlech 


cromlech /krom-lek/ x. 1 (in Wales) a megalithic 
tomb. 2 (in Brittany) a stone circle. [Welsh, from 
crom (fem.) ‘arched’ + flech ‘flat stone’ | 

crone 7. a withered old woman. [from Old North- 
ern French carogne ‘carrion’ | 

eronk adj. Austral. collog. 4 unsound: liable to col- 
lapse. 2 a fraudulent. b (of a racehorse) dishonestly 
run, unfit. 

crony 7. (/. -ies) often derog. a close friend or com- 
panion. [earlier chrony, Cambridge university slang, 
from Greek shronios ‘long-standing | 

crook e 7. 1 » the hooked staff of a shep- 
herd or bishop. 2 aa bend, curve, or hook. 
b anything hooked or curved. 3 collog. aa 
rogue; a swindler. b a professional crim- 
inal. e utr G ini bend, curve. @ ad). 
1 Brit. crooked. 2 Austral. & NZ collog. 
a unsatisfactory, out of order; (of a 
person) unwell, injured. b unpleasant. 
ce dishonest, unscrupulous. d  bad- 
tempered, irritable, angry, 0 go 
crook Austral. & NX collog. (usu. foll. 
by at, on) lose one’s temper, become 
angry. [from Old Norse Arékr ‘hook’ | 
0 crookery 7. 

crooked adj, (crookeder, crooked- 
est) 1 a not straight or level; bent. 
b deformed, bent with age. 2 collog. 
not straightforward; dishonest. 3 
clustral. & NZ slang = croox adj. 2. 
4 ifoll. by on) Austral. slang hostile to. 
a crookedly adv. crookedness 1. 

croon @ 7/7, & intr. hum or sing ina 
low subdued voice. @ 7. such sing- 


CROOK: 
ORN ATT NTAT. 


ing. {from Middle Dutch Avonen “to ae i : 
o . SHOPS 

groan, lament’) 0 crooner n. 

: CROOK 


crop e 7. 1 a the produce of culti- 
vated plants. b the season's yield of this (@ good crop). 
2 a vroup or an amount appearing at one time (dhs 
year’s crop of students). 3 an full hunting crop) the 
handle of a whip. 4 aa style of hair cut very short. 
b the cropping of hair. 5 lool. a the pouch in a 
bird’s gullet where food is prepared for digestion. 
> wirp. b a similar organ in other animals, 


e «. (cropped, cropping) 1 /: a cut off. b bite of! 


and eat (the tops of plants). 2 / cut (hair, cloth, 
edges of a book, ete.) short. 3 f gather or reap 
(produce). 4 ¢ (foll. by zezth) sow or plant (land) with 
a crop. 3 ifr (ot land) bear a crop. 0 crop up (of a 
subject, circumstance, etc.) appear or come to one’s 
notice unexpectedly. [Old English] 
crop circle 7. a usu. circular depression in a stand- 
ing crop. 
crop dusting 7. the spraying of pow- 
dered imsecticide or fertihzer on 
crops, esp. from the air, 
crop-eared adj. having the ears 
(esp. of animals) or hair cut short. 
crop-full dj. having a full 
crop or stomach. CROSSBILL: 
COMMON 
( ROSSBILL 
(Loxta 
curvirostras 


cropper 7), 2 crop-produ- 
cing plant of specified qual- 
ity (@ good cropper, a heavy 
cropper). OQ Come a crop- 
per collog. 1 fall heavily. 
2 fail badly. 
croquet /kroh-kay/ @ 7. 1 < a game 
played on a lawn, with wooden 
balls which are driven 
through a series of hoops 
with mallets. 2 the act ol 
croqueting a ball. @ af 
croqueted, croqueting, 
drive away (one’s oppo- 
nents ball in croquet) by 
placing one’s own against 
it and striking one’s own, 
croquette /kroh-ket/ 1. 
lined 
ball of mashecl potato on 


— hanille mad 
of ash 


hall made of 


hoxiwoud 


—— | 


CROQUET MALLI.! 
AND BALL 


breaded roll on 


minced meat ete [Freie | 
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crore 2. Anglo-Ind. 1 ten million. 2 one hundred 
lakhs. {from Sanskrit koji ‘apex’ | 
crosier 7. (also crozier) a hooked staff carried by a 
bishop. [originally in sense ‘hearer of a crook’: based 
on Old French crois ‘cross’ 
cross @ 7. 1 an upright post with a transverse bar, as 
used in antiquity for crucifixion. 2 a (the Cross) the 
cross on which Christ was crucified. b a represen- 
tation of this as an emblem of Christianity. 3 a staff 
surmounted by a cross and borne in a religious 
procession. 4 a a thing or mark shaped like a 
cross, esp. two short intersecting lines (+ or 
x). b a monument in the form of a cross. 
5 a cross-shaped decoration indicating 
rank in sume orders of knighthood or 
awarded tor personal valour. 6 a an inter- 
mixture of anunal breeds or plant varieties. 
b an animal or plant resulting from this. 
7 «fol. by bekeeen) a mixture of two things. 
8 aa crosswise movement. b Foolball etc. a pass of 
the ball across the pitch. e¢ Boxing a blow with a cross- 
wise movement of the fist. 9 a trial or affliction (bear 
one’ crosses). @ v. Ut (often foll. by over; also absal.) go 
across or to the other side of (a road. river, sea, etc.). 
2 a ints. intersect or be across one another (dhe roads croys 
near the bridge). b lx cause to do this; place crosswise 
(crosy one} legs). 3 ta draw a line or lines across. b Brit. 
mark (a cheque) with two parallel] lines to indicate that 
it must be paid into a named bank account. 4 / (foll. 
hy off, out, through) cancel or obliterate or remove from 
a list with lnes drawn across. 3 & (often ref.) make the 
sign of the cross on or over. 6 inte a pass in Opposite or 
cliflerent directions. b (of letters between two corres- 
pondents) each be dispatched before receipt of the 
other. e€ (of telephone lines) become wrongly inter- 
connected so that muusive calls can be heard. 
7 & Football etc. pass (the ball) across the pitch. 
8 & a cause to interbreed. b cross-ferulize (plants). 
9 #. thwart or frustrate crossed a lave). @ ad. 1 peevish, 
angry. 2 (usu. alizb) transverse; reaching from side to 
side. 3 \usu. a/tnb, intersecting, 4 (usu. aliib.) contrary, 
opposed, reciprocal. 0 at cross purposes misun- 
derstancling one another. cross one’s mind (of a 
thought ete.) occur to one. cross swords have an 
argument or clispute. [from Old Irish cas, based on 
Latin crux] G crossly ad. crossness 1. 
cross- com. form 1 denoting movement or posiion 
across something (cruss-channe/), 2 denoting inter- 
action (¢ross-curricular, cross-fertilize). 3 a passing 
from side to side; transverse (crossbar: cross-current). 
b having a transverse part (crossbow). 4 describmg 
the form or figure of a cross (cross-Aeps; crossroads). 
crossbar 7. a horizontal bar, esp. of a bicycle 
or of a football goal. 
cross-bench 1. Sri/. a seat in Parhament 
(now only the House of Lords) occupied 
by a member not taking the whip 
from a political party. O cross- 
bencher 7. 
crossbill 7, <2 finch of the genus 
Loxia, having a bill with crossed man- 
dibles with which it opens pine cones. 
crossbow 1. esp. fist. ¥ a bow fixed across a 
wooden stock, with a mechanism for clrawing 
and releasing the string, 0 crossbowman 1. 
(pl. -men. 


wooden 
stack 


how string of 

plaited cord 

3 hor 
sleet pin used 
in reloading, steel stirrup 


—————— "1 — 


“cord and plaited- 
leather binding 


revolving nul — 
released by 


figger bela 
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crosspiece 


cross-breed e 7. 1 a breed of animals or plants 
produced by crossing. 2 ¥ an indi- 
vidual animal or plant of a cross- 
breed. @ wir (past and pas! pari. 
-bred) produce by crossmg.  * 


CROSS-BREED: LABRADOR RETRIEVER AND 
STANDARD POODLE (LABRADOODLE) 


cross-check e (7, check by an alternative method, 
or by several methods. @ n. an instance of cross- 
checking. 

cross-country @ «dj. G adv, 1 across open country. 
2 not keeping to main roads. @ 7. (pl. -ies) a cross- 
country race, 

cross-cut @ adj. cut across the main grain. @ 7. a di- 
agonal cut, path, ete. 

cross-cut saw 7. a saw for cutting across the grain 
of wood. 

cross-dressing 7. the practice of wearing the 
clothes of the opposite sex. O cross-dress v.inir, 
cross-dresser i. 

crosse 71. a stick with a triangular net at the end for 
conveying the ball in lacrosse. & 1Lacrosst. [from Old 
French croce ‘hook’] x 

cross-examine ?)/7, exgnune (esp. a witness in a law 
court) to check or extend testumony already given. 
0 cross-examination /). cross-examiner 7). 

cross-eyed adj. having one or both eyes turned per- 
manently inwards towards the nose. 

cross-fertilize v, (7; (also -ise) 1 fertilize (an animal 
or plant) from anothet 2 help by the interchange of 
ideas etc. O cross-fertilization 7. 


crossfire 7. 1 firing in two crossing directions simul- 
taneously, 2 a attack or criticism from several sources 
at once. b a combative exchange of views etc. 

cross-grain 7. a grain in timber that runs across 
the regular grain (often attrib: cross-grain shrinkage). 

cross-grained adj. 1 (of timber) having a cross- 
grain, 2 perverse, intractable. 

cross-hatch / ® shacle 
with intersecting sets of 
parallel lines. 

crossing 1. 1 a_ place 
where things (esp. roads) 
cross. 2 a place at which 
one may cross a street etc. 

( pedestrian crossing). 3 a 
journey across water (had 

a smooth crossing). 4 the 
intersecuon of a church 
nave and transepts, 5 Biol. 
mating, 


CROSS-HATCH: 
DLIAIE FROM A 
PENCIL DRAWING 


cross-legged «ad. with one leg crossed over the other. 

crossover e 7. 1 a point or place of crossing from 
one side to the other. 2 the process of crossing over, 
esp. from one style or genre to another. @ adj. 
1 having a part that crosses over. 2 that crosses over, 
esp. from one style or genre to another. 

cross-ownership /). ownership by a corporation 
of different companies having related commercial 
aims, esp. ownership of several media (e.g. a news- 
paper together with radio and television stations). 

crosspatch ». col/og. a bad-tcmpered person. {based 
on obsolete patch ‘fool, clown’ | 

crosspiece //. 4. transverse beam cte. 


cross-ply 


cross-ply adj. Brit. (of a tyre) having fabric layers 
with cords lying crosswise. 

cross-pollinate (7 pollinate (a plant) with pollen 
from another plant. 0 cross-pollination n. 

cross-question 7/7, = CROSS-FXAMINE. 


cross-refer vir. (-referred, -referring) refer 
from one part of a book etc. to another, 

cross-reference @ 7. a reference from one part of 
a book ete. to another. @ vt provide with cross- 
references. 

crossroad 2. 1 (usu. in #/.) an intersection of roads. 
2 US a road that crosses a main road or joins two 
main roads. 0 at the crossroads at a critical point 
in one’s life. 

cross-section 7. 1 a a cutting of a solid at right 
angles to an axis. b a plane surface produced in this 
Way. c a representation of this. 2 a representative 
sample. 0 cross-sectional ad. 

cross stitch e 7. 1 a 
stitch formed of two 
stitches crossing each 
other. 2 ® needlework 
done using this stitch. 
@ wiz (cross-stitch) 
sew or embroider with 
cross stitches. 

crosstalk n. 1 unwanted 
transfer of signals be- 


tween communication 
channels. 2 Brit. witty 
repartee. CROSS STITCH: 
: EMBROIDERED CROSS 
crosswalk n..\. Amer & one eed. 
i STITCH ON KNITTED 
Austral. a pedestrian : 
: FABRIC 
crossing. 


crossways adv. = CROSSWISE. 

crosswind 7. a wind blowing across one’s direction 
of travel. 

crosswise adj. & adv. 1 in the form of a cross; inter- 
secting. 2 transverse or transversely. 

crossword 7. a puzzle of a grid of squares and 
blanks .into which words crossing vertically and 
horizontally have to be filled from clues. 

crostini 7. small pieces of toasted or fried bread 
served with a topping as a starter or canape. [Ital- 
ian, ‘little crusts’ | 

crotch 7, a place where something forks, esp. the 
legs of the human body or a garment (cf. caurcn 3). 

crotchet 7. 1 Brit. Afus. a note having the time value 
of a quarter of a semibreve and usu. representing 
one beat, drawn as a large dot with a stem. > NoTa- 
rion. 2 a whimsical fancy. 3 a hook. [from Old 
French crochet ‘little hook’ | 

crotchety adj. peevish, irrit- 
able. 0 crotchetiness 7. 

croton 7. 1 any small tree 
or shrub of the genus 
Croton, producing a 
capsule-like fruit. 
2 » any small tree 
or shrub of the 
genus Godiaeum, esp. 
C. variegatum, with coloured 
ornamental leaves. [from 
Greek kroton ‘sheep-tick, croton’, 
from the shape of its seeds| 

crouch e@ w.inlz, lower the body 
with the limbs close to the chest: 
be in this position. @ 7. an act of 
crouching; a crouching pesition. 
[Middle English] 

croup’ z. an inflammation of the 
larynx and trachea in children, with a hard cough 
and difficulty in breathing. [from dialect croup ‘to 
croak’| 0 croupy ad). 

croup’ n. the rump or hindquarters esp. of a horse. 
> Horse. [from Old French croupe] 

croupier 7. the person in charge of a gaming table, 
raking in and paying out money ete. [earlier in 
sense ‘advisor standing behind a gambler’: from 
original French sense ‘rider on the croup’] 


CROTON 
(Codiaeum 
‘Gold Star’) 


crouton 7. a small piece of fried or toasted bread 
served with soup or used as a garnish, [from 
French crodte ‘crust’] 


crow! n. 1 any large bird of the genus 
Corvus, having a powerful black beak 
and black plumage. 2 any bird 
of the family Corvidae. 
O as the crow flies 
in a straight line. 
eat crow JN. Amer. 
submit to humiliation. 
[Old English] 

crow’ e@ vinir. 1 (past crowed 
or crew) (of a cock) utter 
its characteristic loud cry. 


CROW: 
s \ . 
2 (of a baby) utter happy eR aR 


cries. 3 express unre- Te . 
: 3 Corvus splendens 
strained gleeful satisfac- \ ? ) 


tion. @ 7. 1 the cry of a 
cock. 2 a happy cry of a baby. 
[Old English] 


crowbar 7. ® an iron bar with a __flattened 
flattened end, used as a lever. lever end 
crowd e 7. 1 a large number of 
people gathered together, 2 a 
mass of spectators; an audience. 
3 collog. a particular set of people. liye 


4 (prec. by the) the mass or mulu- yap 
tude of people. 5 a large number 

(of things). @ v. 1 a itr come to- 

gether in a crowd. b fx cause to do 

this. e wir force one’s way. 2 ¢r 

a (foll. by ito) force or compress 

into a confined space. b (often foll. clawed 
by with; usu. in passiwe) fillor make — lever 
abundant with (was crowded with end 
tourists), 3 i. a come aggressively 
close to. b collog. harass or pres- 
sure (a person). O crowd out 
exclede by crowding. [Old Eng- 
ish cridan ‘to press, dnive’| 
cd crowdedness n. 

crowfoot n. any of various aquatic 
plants of the genus Ranunculus, with white butter- 
cup-like flowers held above the water. 


CROWBAR 


crown @ 7. 1 a monarch’s ornamental headdress. 
2 \the Crown) a the monarch as head of state. b the 
yower or authority resicing in the monarchy. 3 a a 
wreath worn on the head, esp. as an emblem of 
victory. b an award or distinction gained ly a victory 
or achievement, esp. in sport. 4 a crown-shaped 
device or ornament. 5 the top part of a thing, esp. of 
the head or a hat. > ur. 6 a the highest or central part 
of an arched or curved thing (crown of the road). b a 
thing that completes or forms the summit. 7 the 
part of a plant just above and below the 
» ground. 8 a the part of a tooth projecting 
from the gum. > toorx. b an artificial 
replacement or covering for this. 9 a former 
British coin equal to five shillings (25p). 
@ uf 1 put a crown on (a person or a 
person’s head). 2 invest (a person) with a 
royal crown or authority. 3 be a crown to; rest 
on the top of. 4 a (often as crowning ad.) be 
or cause to be the consummation, reward, or 
finishing touch to (the crowning glory). b bring \efforts) to 
a happy issue. 5 fit a crown to (a tooth). 6 s/ang hit on 
the head. [from Latin corona] 
Crown Colony ». a British colony controlled by 
the Crown. 
Crown Court n. a court of criminal jurisdiction in 
England and Wales. 
crown green 7. Syil. a kind of bowling green rising 
towards the middle. 
crown jewels 71./)/, the regalia and other jewellery 
worn by the sovereign on certain state occasions 


Crown prince 7. a male heir to a sovereign throne. 

Crown princess 7. 1 the wife of a Crown prince. 
2 a female heir to a sovercign throne. 

crown roast 7. a roast of rib-pieces of pork or 
lab arranged like a crown. 


cruiserweight 


crown wheel 7. a wheel with teeth set at right 

angles to its plane. 

crow’s-foot 7. (pi. -feet) (usu. in pl.) a wrinkle at 

the outer corner of a person’s eye. 

crow’s-nest 7. a shelter for a lookout fixed at the 

masthead of a sailing vessel. 

crozier var. of CROSIER. 

CRF abbr, cathode ray tube. 

cruces fi. of CRUX. 

crucial adj. 1 decisive, critical. 2 disp. 

very important. 3 slang excellent. [based 

on Latin crux crucis ‘cross’| 0 cruciality n. 

crucially adu. 


m Usage The use of crucial in sense 2 should 
be restricted to informal contexts. 


cruciate ligament 7. either of a pair of 

ligaments in the knee which cross each 
other and connect the femur and the tibia. [cruci- 
ate: from medieval Latin cruciatus ‘cross-shaped’] 

crucible 7. 1 a melting pot for metals etc. 2 a severe 
test or trial. [from medieval Latin eructbulum ‘night- 
lamp, crucible’] 

cruciferous ad). Bot. of the plant family Cruciferae, 
having flowers with four petals arranged in a cross. 
[from Late Latin crucifer| 

crucifix 7. a model or image of a cross with a figure 
of Christ on it. rosary. [from Latin eruci fixus ‘fixed 
to a cross’ | 

crucifixion 7. 1 a crucifying or being crucified. b an 
instance of this. 2 (Crucifixion) a the crucifixion 
of Christ. b a representation of this. 

cruciform adj. cross-shaped. [based on Latin crux 
crucis ‘cross’ | 

crucify v./7 (-ies, -ied) 1 put to death by fastening 
to a cross. 2 a cause extreme pain to. b persecute, 
torment. ¢ slang defeat thoroughly in an argument, 
match, etc. 

crud 7. slang unwanted impurities; dirt. [variant of 
curb] 0 cruddy ad). (cruddier, cruddiest), 

crude e adj. 1 a in the natural or raw state; not re- 
fined. b unpolished; lacking finish. 2 a (of an action 
or statement or manners) rude, blunt. b offensive, 
indecent. 3 a Statistics (of figures) not adjusted or 
corrected. b rough (a crude estimate). @ n. natural min- 
eral oil. [from Latin crudus ‘raw, rough’} 0 crudely 
adv. crudeness n. crudity n. 

crudités 7. mixed raw vegetables served with a 
sauce into which they may be dipped. [pl. of 
French crudité ‘rawness, crudity’| 

cruel adj. (crueller, cruellest or crueler, cruel- 
est) 1 indifferent to or gratified by another’s suffer- 
ing. 2 causing pain or suffering. [from Latin crudelis] 
a cruelly adv. 

cruelty n. (pl. -ies) 1 a cruel act or attitude; indif- 
ference to another’s suffering. 2 a succession of 
cruel acts; a continued cruel attitude (suffered much 
cruelty). 

eruet 7. Brit. 1 a small container for salt, pepper, oil, 
or vinegar for use at table. 2 (in full cruet-stand) 
a stand holding cruets. [from Old French crue ‘pot’| 

cruise @ v.ini7, 1 make a journey by sea calling at a 
series of ports usu. according to a predetermined 
plan, esp. for pleasure. 2 sail about without a 
precise destination. 3 a (of a motor vehicle or 
aircraft) travel at a moderate or economical speed. 
b (of a vehicle or its driver) travel at random, esp. 
slowly. 4 achieve an objective, win a race etc., with 
ease, @ 7. a Cruising voyage. 


cruise control 7. a device which maintains a 
motor vehicle at a selected constant speed without 
the use of the accelerator pedal. 

cruise missile 7. a missile able to fly at a low alti- 
tude and guide itself by reference to the features of 
the region it traverses. 

cruiser 7. 1 a warship of high speed and medium 
armament. 2 = cabin criser. 3 AN. clmer a police 
patrol car. 

cruiserweight 77. esp. Bri. = uci weavywrici, 
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cruising speed 


cruising speed 7. a comfortable and economical 
speed for a motor vehicle. 

crumb e 7. 1 aa small fragment, esp. of bread. ba 
small particle (a crumb of comfort). 2 the soft inner 
part of a loaf of bread. 3 slang an objectionable 
person. @ vir 1 cover with breadcrumbs. 2 break 
into crumbs. {Old English] 

crumble e »v. 1 (7: & ini. break or fall into fragments. 
2 intr. (of power, a reputation, etc.) gradually disin- 
tegrate. @ n. Brt. 1 a mixture of flour and fat, 
rubbed to the texture of breadcrumbs and cooked 
as a topping for fruit etc. 2 a usu. specified dish 
having such a topping (apple crumble; vegetable crum- 
ble). {related to cRuMB] 

crumbly adj. (crumblier, crumbliest) consisting 
of, or apt to fall into, crumbs or fragments. 

crumbs ini. Brit. slang expressing dismay or sur- 
prise. [euphemism for Ghris?] 

crumby adj. (crumbier, crumbiest) 1 like or 
covered in crumbs. 2 collog. = crt my. 

erumborn var. of KkuMMioRn. 

crummy adj. (crummier, crummiest) collog. 
dirty, squalid; inferior, worthless. [variant of crumsy] 
0 crumminess 1. 

crumpet ». 1 a soft {lat unsweetened cake of a yeast 
mixture eaten toasted and buttered. 2 Brit. slane 
offens, a a sexually attractive person, esp. a woman. 


b women regarded collectively, esp. as objects of 


sexual desire. [1 7th-century coinage] 

crumple e «1 f G intr. a crush or become crushed 
into creases. b ruffle, wrinkle. 2 ix collapse, give 
way. @ 7. a crease or wrinkle. [from obsolete crump 
‘to make or become curved’] O crumply ad). 

crumple zone 7. a part of a motor vehicle de- 
signed to crumple easily in a crash and absorb 
impact. 

* crunch e @ 1 / a crush noisily with the teeth. 
b grind (gravel, dry snow, etc.) under foot, wheels, 
etc. 2 itr make a crunching sound in walking, 
moying, etc. @ 7. 1 crunching; a crunching sound. 
2 collog. a decisive event or moment. [earlier era(uinch] 

crunchy ad). (crunchier, crunchiest) hard and 
crispy. 0 erunchily adv. crunchiness 7. 

crupper 7. 1 a strap buckled to the back of a 
saddle and looped under the horse's tail to 
hold the harness back. & trorrinc. 2 the 


2ENNON . . - 

f hindquarters of a horse. [from Old 
French cropiere| 

lance crusade e 7. 1 a < any of several 


medieval mihtary expeditions made 
by Europeans to recover the Holy 
Land from the Muslims. b a war 
mstigated by the Church for 
alleged religious ends. 
2 a vigorous cam- 
paign in favour of a 
cause. @ v.intr en- 
vage in a crusade. 
|from medieval 
Latin cruciala ‘a 
marking with a 
cross | 0 cru- 
sader 7. 


_ mail mitten 


— helm 


mail coi 


}— shield 


cruse 7. archau 
an earthenware 
pot. [Old Eng- 
lish| 
crush e 7./; 1 
compress with force 
or Violence, so as to 
break. bruise, ete. 2 re- 
duce to powder by pres- 
sure. 3 crease or crumple. 
4 defeat or subdue com- 
pletely crushed by my reply. 


surcoat 


wabbard 


CRUSADE: 
ENGLISH LATE 
P3TH-GENTURY 

CRUSADLR KNIGHT 


@7. Lan act of crushing, 2a 
crowded mass of people, 3 a 
drink made trom the juice of 
crushed fruit. 4 collog. usu. foll. by on 
ation. {from Old French 


an hate 


ruasiy “ta enash cleeth 


200 


crack’] o crushable adj. crusher n. crushing ad). 
(esp. in sense 4 of w). crushingly adv. 

cruste 7. 1 athe hard outer part of a loaf of bread. 
b a piece of this with'some soft bread attached. ca 
hard dry scrap of bread. d esp. Austral. slang a liveli- 
hood (what do you do for a crust). 2 the pastry cover- 
ing of a pie. 3.a hard casing of a softer thing. 4 Geol. 
the outer rocky portion of the Earth. > Earru. 5 a 
a coating or deposit on the surface of anything. ba 
hard dry formation on the skin, a scab. 6 a deposit 
of tartar formed in bottles of old wine. 7 slang im- 
pudence (you have a crust!). @ v.t. G intr. 1 cover or 
become covered with a crust. 2 form into a crust. 
|from Latin crusta ‘rind, shell’] ao crustal adj. (in 
sense + of n.). 

crustacean e 77. ¥ any arthropod of the subphylum 
Crustacea, having a hard shell and numerous legs, 
and usu. aquatic, e.g. the crab, lobster, and shrimp. 
> cras. @ adj. of or relating to crustaceans. [from 
modern Latin crustaceus| O crustaceous ad). 

crusted ac}. 1 a having a crust. b (of wine) having 
deposited a crust. 2 antiquated, venerable. 

crustose adj. (esp. of a lichen) forming or resem- 
bling a crust. 

crusty «adj. (crustier, crustiest) 1 having a crisp 
crust (a crusty loaf). 2 irritable, curt. 3 hard, crust- 
like. D crustiness 2. 

crutch 7. 1 a support for a lame person, usu. with a 


crosspiece at the top fitting under the armpit ( pair 
of crutches). 2 any support or prop. 3 the crotch of 


the human body or a garment. [Old English] 
crux 7. (p/. cruxes or cruces /kroo-seez/) 1 the 
decisive point at issue. 2 a difficult matter; a puzzle. 
[Latin, literally ‘cross’ 
cry @ ¢: (cries, cried) 1 int. make a loud or shrill 
sound, esp. to express pain, grief, etc., or to appeal for 


CRUSTACEAN 


The subphylum Crustacea contains about 
38,000 species, and is one of the largest 
groups in the phylum Arthropoda. Crust- 
aceans are named after the hard carapace, 
or ‘crust’, that encloses thew body. They 


g fourth leg 


fifth leg . 


abdominal 
segment 


uropod | 


lelson 


carapace / 

EXTERNAL FEXTURES OF A 

MURRAY RIVER CRAYFISH 
(ORDER DECAPODA} 


cryosurgery 


help. 2 a intr, shed tears; weep. b ¢r shed (tears). 3 # say 
or exclaim loudly or excitedly. 4 mx (of an animal, 
esp. a bird) make a loud call. 5 & (of a hawker etc.) 
proclaim (wares etc.) in the street. @ n. (pl. cries) 1a 
loud inarticulate utterance of grief, pain, fear, joy, etc. 
2 a loud excited utterance of words. 3 an urgent 
appeal. 4 a spell of weeping, 5 a public demand; a 
strong movement of opinion. b a rallying call. 6 the 
natural utterance of an animal. 7 the street-call of a 
hawker etc. 0 ery down disparage. ery off Bri. collog. 
withdraw from an undertaking. cry out for demand 
as a self-evident requirement or solution. cry up 
praise, extol. cry wolf see wor. a far cry from 1a 
long way from. 2 a very different thing from. in full 
ery (of hounds) in keen pursuit. [based on Latin quir- 
itare ‘to wail’ | 

cry-baby 2. a person who sheds tears frequently. 

eryer var. of critk, 

erying altrih.ad. (of an evil) flagrant, demanding re- 
dress (a crying need; a crying shame). 

eryo- comb. form (extreme) cold. [from Greek kruos 
‘frost’] 

cryobiology 2. the biology of organisms below their 
normal temperatures. O cryobiological adj. cryo- 
biologist 7. 

cryogen 7. a freezing-mixture; a substance used to 
produce very low temperatures. 

cryogenics 7. the branch of physics dealing with 
the production and effects of very low tempera- 
tures. O eryogemic ad}. 

cryonics 7. the practice or technique of deep-freez- 
ing the bodies of those who have died of an incur- 
able disease, in the hope of a future cure. 0 eryonic 
ad). 

cryosurgery 7. surgery using the local application 
of intense cold for anaesthesia or therapy. 


vary greatly in size, but a typical species has 
compound eyes, antennae in pairs, and 
several pairs of jointed legs. They usually 
live in sea water, although a few, such as the 
woodlouse, live on land. 


claw 


(fast leg) ea 


— third leg 


_— second leg 


S antenna 


\ cephalothorax (head and 
thorax fused together) 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER CRUSTACEAN ORDERS . 
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crypt 


cubism 


CRYSTAL 


Crystals grow in a variety of 
forms, known as habits. Well- 
formed crystals have external 
faces with parallel edges, each face 
having a parallel on the opposite 
side of the crystal. Crystals of this 
type conform to certain systems, 
related to their axes of symmetry 

- imaginary lines around which 
they may rotate and still show 
identical aspects. 


a 


MASSIVE 


& 


PRISMATIC 


ACICULAR 


DENDRITIC BLADED 


crypt 7. an underground room or vault. [from Greek 
krupté | 

cryptic adj. 1 a obscure in meaning. b {of a cross- 
word clue etc.) indicating the solution in a way that 
is not obvious. ¢ secret, mysterious. 2 ool. (of col- 
oration etc.) serving for concealment. 0 eryptic- 
ally adv. 

crypto- comb. form concealed, secret (crypto commu- 
nist). [from Greek kruptos ‘hidden’] 

cryptogam 2. Boi. a plant that has no true flowers 
or seeds. [from Greek kruptos ‘hidden’ + gamos ‘mar- 
riage’| O cryptogamic adj. cryptogamous aq). 

cryptogram 7. a text written in cipher. 

cryptography 7. the art of writing or solving codes. 
0 cryptographer 7. cryptographic ad. 

cryptology 7. = crvrrockarHy. O cryptologist n. 
cryptological ad). 

cryptosporidium 7. a single-celled parasite found 
in the intestinal tract of many animals, where it 
sometimes causes disease. [from Greek Arupios 
‘hidden’ + Latin sporidium ‘small spore’ | 

crystal e 7. 1 a clear transparent mineral, esp. rock 
crystal. 2 (in full crystal glass) highly transparent 
glass. 3 Chem. A an aggregation of atoms or mole- 
cules with a regular internal structure and the 
external form of a solid enclosed by symmetrically 
arranged plane faces. @ adj. (usu. alirb.) made ol, 
like, or clear as crystal. [from Greek krustallos] 

crystal ball n. a solid globe of glass or rock crystal, 
used in crystal-gazing. 

crystal-gazing n. the process of concentrating 
one’s gaze on a crystal ball supposedly im order to 
obtain a picture of future events etc. 

crystalline ag. 1 of, like, or clear as crystal. 2 Chem. 
& Mineral. having the structure and form of a crys- 
tal. crystallinity 7. 

crystallize 2 (also -ise) 1 #. @ intr. form or cause to 
form crystals. 2 (often foll. by out) a inir (of ideas or 


plans) become definite. b & make definite. 3 @: & 
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intr. coat or impregnate or become coated or im- 
pregnated with sugar (crystallized fruit). 0 erystal- 
lizable adj. crystallization 7. > marrer 

crystallography 7. the science of crystal form and 
structure. 0 erystallographer 7. crystallographic 
adj. 

crystal system 7. A cach of seven distinct symmet- 
rical forms (cubic, tetragonal, orthorhombic, tri- 


gonal, hexagonal, monoclinic, and triclinic) into 
which crystals can be classified according to the 
relations of their axes. 

Cs symb. Chem. the element caesium. 

c/s abbr. cycles per second. 

CSE abbr. hist. (in the UK) Certificate of Secondary 
Education (replaced in 1988 by GCSE). 

CS gas u. a tear gas used to control riots ete. 

CSM abbr. (in the UK) Company Sergeant Major. 

Cu symb. Chem. the element copper. 

cu. abbr. cubic. 

cub e 7. 1 the young of a fox, lion, etc. 2 an ill- 
mannered young man. 3 (Cub) (in full Cub Scout) 
a member of the junior branch of the Scout Asso- 
ciation. @ v. (cubbed, cubbing) 1 ¢ (also absol.) 
give birth to (cubs), 2 itr hunt fox cubs. [16th- 
century coinage] 0 cubhood 7. 

Cuban e adj. of or relating to Cuba, an island 
republic in the Caribbean, or its people. @ n. a 
native or national of Cuba. 

Cuban heel n. a moderately high straight heel of a 
man’s or woman’s shoe, 

cubby 2. (pl. -ies) (in full cubby hole) 1 a very 
small room. 2 a snug space. [from dialect cud ‘stall, 
pen’, of Low German origin] 

cube e 7. 1 » a solid contained 
by six equal squares. 2 a cube- 
shaped block. 3 Math. the prod- 
uct of a number multiplied by 
its square. @ v.éz. 1 find the cube 
of (a number). 2 cut (food for 
cooking etc.) into small cubes. 

[from Greek kubos] CUBE 

cube root 7. the number which produces a given 
number when cubed. 

cubic ad. 1 cube-shaped. 2 of three dimensions. 
3 involving the cube (and no higher power) of a 
number (cubic equation). 4 (altrib.) designating a unit 
of measure equal to the volume of a cube whose 
side is one of the linear unit specified (cubic metre). 

cubical ad. cube-shaped. 0 cubically adv. 

cubicle x. 1 a small partitioned space, screened for 
privacy. 2 a small separate sleeping compartment. 
{from Latin cubiculum) 

cubiform ad. cube-shaped. 
cubism 7. ¥ a style and movement in art, esp. paint- 
ing, in which objects are represented as an assem- 
blage of geometrical forms. 0 cubist n. G aa). 


CUBISM 


Cubism was a movement originated 
by Picasso and Braque. Partly 
inspired by the late paintings of 
Cézanne, and also by African sculp- 
ture, cubists constructed paintings 
with multiple viewpoints, creating 
overlapping planes within the 
composition. This represented a 
significant break from the linear 
perspective that had prevailed since 
the Renaissance, and revealed an 
aim to represent objects as they are 
‘known’, rather than as they appear 
momentarily from a single position. 
Stressing reality without recourse to 
traditional forms of ulusion, cubists 
after 1912 incorporated into their 
paintings fragments of the ‘real 
world’, such as newsprint. 
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cubit 


cubit 7. an ancient measure of length, approxi- 
mately equal to the length of a forearm. [from 
Latin cubium ‘elbow’ ] 
cuboid e ad. cube-shaped; like a cube. @ 2. Geom. a 
rectangular parallelepiped. o cuboidal ad). 
cub reporter an inexperienced newspaper re- 
porter. 
Cub Scout see oun 7. 3. 
cuckold e 7. the husband of an adulteress. @ w./r. 
make a cuckold of. [based on Old French cucu 
‘cuckoo’}] c cuckoldry zn. 
cuckoo e 7. < a long-tailed 
songbird of the family Cuculi- 
dae, having a characteristic 
call and laying its eggs in 
the nests of small birds. 
@ predic.ad. collog. crazy, 
foolish. [from Old 
French cucu] 


CUCKOO: 

COMMON cuckoo clock 
CUCKOO n. a clock that 
(Cuculus strikes the hour 


with a sound like 
a cuckoo’s call. 
CS chocn 


Canoris) 


cuckoo pint 7.» a wild arum, Arum maculatum, with 
arrow-shaped leaves and 
scarlet berries. {earlier 
-pintle, from piniel 
‘penis’, with refer- 
ence to the shape 
of the flower spike | 
cuckoo spit 7. {roth 
exuded by larvae ol 
insects of the family 
Cercopidae on leaves. 
stems. cte. 


spathe 


berries 


cucumber 7. 1 a long 
green fleshy fruit, used 
in salads. 2 the climbing 
plant, Cucumis sativus, yield- 
ing this. [from Latin cucumer] 

cud 7. hall-digested food 
returned to the mouth of 
ruminants for further 
chewing. [Old English] 

cuddle e 2. 1 ¢ hug. 
fondle, 2 dite volten foll. 

by up) nestle together. @ n. a 
prolonged and fond hug. [l6th-century coinage} 
3D cuddlesome «ij. 

cuddly aj. (cuddlier, cuddliest) tempting to cud- 
dle: given to cuddling. 


flower spike 


CUCKOO PINT 
tdrum maculatum) 


cudgel e ». a short thick stick used as a weapon. 
® wr (cudgelled, cudgelling; ('S cudgeled, 
cudgeling) beat with a cudgel. 0 cudgel one’s 
brains think hard about a problem, take up the 
cudgels joften foll. by for) make a vigorous de- 
fence. [Old English] 

cue'en. 1 a the last words of an actor's speech serv- 
ing as a signal to another actor to enter or speak. 
b a similar signal to a singer etc, 2 aa stimulus to 
perception etc. b a signal for action. ¢ a hint on 
appropriate behaviour. @ i./r (cues, cued, cueing 
or cuing, | give a cue to. 2 put {a piece of audio 
equipment, esp. a record player or tape recorder) in 
readiness to play a particular part of the recorded 
material. Q cue in I msert a cue for. 2 give infor- 
mation to. on cue at the correct moment. take 
one’s cue from follow the example or advice of. 
| }Oth-century coinage | 


cue® Billiards etc. en. a long straight tapering rod for 
sutkme the ball. © snooxkik, @ (cues, cued, 
cueing or cuing) 1 / strike ia ball with a cue. 
2 mir use a cue. [variant of ativL| OG cueist 7. 

cue ball 1, Billunds dhe ball that is to be struck with 
the cue. & ssoonrk 

cuff! La the end part of a sleeve. b the part of i 
glove coveriny the wrist. 2..\. J laeen a trouser turn 
up. 3an pl, collog. handcults. 0 off the cuff codlug. 


eye 


without preparation, extempore. [Middle English] 
Oo cuffed adj. (also in comb.). 

cuff? @ v/ strike with an open hand. @ x. such a 
blow. [1 6th-century coinage] 

cuff link 7. a device of two joined studs ete. to fas- 
ten the sides of a cuff together. 

Cufic var. of Kuric. 

cut bono? /kwee-bonoh/ int. who stands, or stood, 
to gain? (with the implication that this person is 
responsible), [Latin, = to whom (is it) a benefit?] 

cuirass /kwi-ras/ n. hisl. ¥ a piece of armour 
consisting of breastplate and back-plate fastened 
together. [based on Latin corum ‘leather’ | 


attachment 
strap for 
back-plat 
breastplate ack-plate 
of cuirass 
strap for skirt 
buckling 4 
skirt to 
; articulated 
taysets 


steel tassets 


CUIRASS: |OTH-CENTURY ITALIAN GUIRASS 
BREASTPLATE, SKIRT, AND TASSELS 


cuisine /kwi-zeen/ n. a style or method of cook- 
ing. [French] 

cul-de-sac /kul-dé-sak/ 7. ( pl. culs-de-sac pronunc. 
same) 1 a street or passage closed at one end. 2 a futile 
course. [French, literally ‘sack-bottom’| 

culinary adj. of or for cooking or the kitchen. 
[based on Latin culina kitchen’) 0 culinarily adc. 

cull @ viz 1 select or gather (know/ledge culled from 
books). 2 pick (flowers, fruit, etc.). 3 select (animals), 
esp. for killing. @ 7. 1 an act of culling. 2 an animal 
or animals culled. {from Latin collgere ‘to collect’| 
oculler ». 

cullet ». recycled waste or broken glass used in 
glass-making. [variant of earlier collet, in the obso- 
lete sense ‘glass left on the blowing-iron when the 
finished article 1s removed | 

culminate ¢. 1 inir. (usu. foll. by i) reach its highest 
or final point. 2 @. bring to its highest or final point. 
[based on Late Latin cu/minatuy ‘exalted’| 9 cul- 
mination ”, 

culottes /kcw-lots/ n.//. women’s (usu. short) trou- 
sers cut to resemble a skirt. [French, literally *knee- 
breeches’ | 

culpable adj. deserving blame. [based on Latin 
culpa “blame’| 0 culpability 7», culpably adc. 

culprit 7. a person accused of or guilty of an 
offence. [1 7th-century coinage, origmally from 
Culprit, how will you be tried?, said to a prisoner plead- 
ing Not Guilty] 

cult 7. 1 a system of religious worship esp. as ex- 
pressed in ritual. 2 a devotion to a person or thing 
(the cull of aestheticism). b a popular fashion. 3 (allrth.) 
denoting a person or thing popularized in this way 
(cult film. cult figure). [from Latin cultus ‘worship’] 
D cultic ad). cultism 7. cultist 7. 

cultivar 77. Gof. a cultivated plant variety produced 
by selective breeding. 

cultivate 1/7, 1a prepare and use (soil etc.) for crops 
or gardening, b break up ,the ground) with a culti- 
vator, 2 a raise or produce (crops). b culture (bac- 
teria, cells, ete.). 3a (olten as cultivated adj.) apply 
oneself to improving or developing (the mind ete.). 
b pay attention to or nurture: ingratiate oneself 


cumin 


with. [based on Latin cultiva (terra) ‘arable (land)’] 
O cultivable adj. cultivatable adj. cultivation n. 

cultivator n. 1 y a mechanical implement for 
breaking up the ground and uprooting weeds. 2 a 
person or thing that cultivates. 


dead man’s 
handle 


horizontal 
accelerator 


handle adjuster 


engine 
lever for 

adjusting 
depth of 


cultivation 


“ va 
| fold-away rotors for / eae transporter 


stand for turning wheel for 
stability over soul steering 


rolors 


CULTIVATOR: FRONT-ENGINED 
PETROL-DRIVEN CULIIVATOR 


cultural adj. of or relating to the cultivation of the 
mind or manners, esp. through artistic or intellec- 
tual activity, 0 culturally adv. 

culture e 7. 1 a the arts and other manifestations of 
human intellectual achievement regarded collect- 
ively. b a refined understanding of this. 2 the 
customs, civilization, and achievements of a par- 
ticular time or people (studied Chinese culture). 3. im- 
provement by mental or physical training. 4 a the 
cultivation of plants; the rearing of bees etc. b the 
cultivation of the soil. 5 a the cultivation of bac- 
teria etc. in an artificial nutrient medium. b a 
growth so obtained. @ zé maintain (cells etc.) in 
conditions suitable for growth. [from Latin cultura] 

cultured adj. having refined taste and manners and 
a good education. 

cultured pearl 7. 4 pear) formed by an oyster after 
the insertion of a foreign body into its shell. 

culture vulture 2. colloy. a person eager to acquire 
culture. 

culvert 7, an underground channel carrying water 
across a road etc. or Bri. an electric cable. [18th- 
century comage] 

cum prep. (usu. in comb.) with, combined with, also 
used as (a bedroom-cum-study). [Latin] 

cumber vx: /iferary hamper, hinder, inconvenience. 
[Middle English] 

cumbersome adj. inconveniently bulky. 0 cum- 
bersomely adv. cumbersomeness 7. 

cumbia ». 1 a kind 
of dance music of 
Colombian origin, 
similar to salsa. 2 a 
dance performed to a 
this. [from Colom- 
bian Spanish| 

cumbrous adj. = 
CUMBLRSOML. & Cum- 
brously ad. cum- 
brousness /. 

cumin 7. (also cum- 
min, 1 » an umbel- 
liferous plant, Cuminum 
cyminum, hearing 


aromatic — seccls. ; 
seeds lax stems / 


ripening seeds 


2 these 
used as flavour- 
ing. & spice... [from 
Greek kuminon| 


CUMIN 
(Cuminum cyminum) 


cummerbund 


cummerbund 2. a waist sash. [from Persian kamar- 
band ‘loin-band’| 

cummin yar. of cumin. 

cumquat var. of KuMQuar. 

cumulate @ ui © int amass; combine. @ adj. 
massed. [based on Latin cumulatus ‘heaped’] 0 cu- 
mulation 2. 

cumulative adj. increasing, increased, or formed 
by successive additions, o cumulatively adv. cu- 
mulativeness 7. 

cumulonimbus 27. (f/. cumulonimbuses or 
cumulonimbi) Meieorol. a cloud like cumulus but 
formed in towering masses, as in thunderstorms. 
(> CLOUD, HURRICANE 

cumulus 7. (f/. cumuli) Meteorol, clouds formed in 
rounded masses heaped on each other above a flat 
base. > cLoup, HuRRicaNe. [Latin, literally ‘heap’] 
0 cumulous adj. 

cuneiform /kew-ni-form/ 
@ adj. 1 wedge- shaped. 2 of, 
relating to, or using the 
wedge- shaped writing im 
ancient Babylonian etc. 
inscriptions. @ 7. ® cunei- 
form writing, [based on 
Latin cuneus ‘wedge’} 

cunnilingus 7. (also cunni- 
linctus) oral stimulation of 
the female genitals. [Latin, 
based on cunnus ‘vulva’ + 
lingere ‘to lick’] 

cunning ® adj. (cunninger, 
cunningest) 1 a skilled in 
ingenuity or deceit. b selfishly 
clever or crafty. 2 ingenious (a cunning device). 
3.N. Amer. attractive, quaint. @ 7. 1 craftiness. 2 skill, 
ingenuity. [from Old Norse kunnandi *knowing’| 
O cunningly adv. cunningness 7. 

cunt 7. coarse slang 1 the female genitals. 2 offens. a 
stupid person. [Middle English] 

cup @ 7. J a small bowl-shaped container for drinking 
from. 2 a its contents (a cup of a). b = cuvrut. 3a cup- 
shaped thing. 4 flavoured wine, cider, etc., usu. chilled. 
5 an ornamental cup- See trophy. 6 one’s fate or 
fortune (a bitter cup). @ vt. (cupped, cupping) 1 form 
(esp. one’s hands) into the shape of a cup. 2 take or 
hold as in a cup.0 one’s cup of tea collog. what inter- 
ests or suits one. in one’s cups collog. while drunk; 
drunk. {from medieval Latin cuppal 

cupboard n. a recess or piece of furniture with a 
door and (usu.) shelves. “ 

cupboard love 7. a display of affection meant (> 
secure some gain. 

‘cupcake n. a small iced cake baked in a cup-shaped 
foil or paper container. 

cupful 7. (p/. -fuls) 1 the amount held by a cup, esp. 
NV. Amer. a half-pint or 8-ounce measure in cookery. 
2 the contents of a full cup. 


pictogram 
Jor beer 


CUNEIFORM: 


m Usage A cup/ul is a measure, and so three cupfuls is 
a quantity regarded in terms of a cup; three cups fult 
denotes the actual cups, as in he brought us three cups 


full of water. 


Cupid ». 1 the Roman god of love represented as a 
naked winged boy archer. 2 (also cupid) a repre- 

sentation of Cc upid. [from Latin Cupido ‘desire’| 

cupidity n. greed for gain. [based on Latin cupidus 
‘desirous’ | 

cupola /kew-p6-la/ n. 1 a a rounded dome form- 
ing a roof or ceiling. b a small rounded dome 
adorning a roof, 2 a revolving dome protecting 
mounted guns. 3 (in full cupola furnace) a 
furnace for melting metals. [from Late Latin cupula 
‘little cask’] a cupolaed adj. 

cuppa 7. (also cupper) Brit. collog. 1 a cup of. 2 a 
cup of tea. 

cupreous adj. of or like copper. [related to crete: 

cupric adj. Chen. of copper, esp. divalent copper. 
[based on Late Latin cuprum ‘copper’] 0 cuprifer- 
ous ad). 


EXAMPLE OF 
SUMERIAN GUNEIFORM TENT 


cupro-nickel 7, an alloy of copper and nickel, esp. 
in the proportions 3:1 as used in ‘silver’ coins. 
cuprous ¢dj. Chem. of copper, esp. monovalent cop- 
per. [based on Late Latin cuprum ‘copper’ | 
cup-tie n. Bri, a match in a competition for a cup. 
cur 7. 1 a worthless or snappy dog. 2 collog. a con- 
temptible man. {Middle English] 
curable adj. that can be cured. 0 curability 7. 
curagao /kewr-a-soh/ n. (pi. -os) an orange- 
flavoured liqueur. [from Curacao, the name of the 
Caribbean island producing these oranges] 
curacy 71. (p/. -ies) a curate’s office or the tenure of 
it. 
curare /k’yuu-rar-i/ 7. a resinous bitter substance 
prepared from S. American plants of the genera 
Sirychnos and Chondodendron, paralysing the motor 
nerves. [Carib| 
curate! 7, a member of the clergy en- 
gaged as assistant to a parish priest. [from 
medieval Latin curatus| 
curate? vw. 1 @ act as curator of (a mu- 
seum, exhibits, ctc.). 2 mt perform the 
duties of a curator. [hack-formation 
from cur\ror] O curation 7. 
curate’s egg 7. esp. Brit, a thing that is 
partly good and partly bad. {from the 
story of a meek curate who, when given 
a stale egg, stated that ‘parts of it’ were 
cee cllene| 
curator 7. a keeper or custodian of a 
museum or other collection. [Latin] 
o curatorial ad. curatorship n. 
curb e 7. La check 
or restraint. 2 > a 
strap etc. fastened to the bit 
and passing under a horse’s 
lower jaw, used as a check. 
3 an enclosing border or 
edgin&. 4 = kern. @ uz 1 re- 
strain, 2 put a curb on (a horse). 
[from Latin curvare “to bend’ 
eurd 7. 1 (often in pi.) a coagu- 
lated substance formed by the 
acuon of acids on milk, 
which may be made into 
cheese or eaten as food. 
2 the edible head of a cault- 


cunetform 
wedge 


Ii dpi oe 


browband 


bridoon 


slip-head 


noseband —_ 


curb bit 


curb chain — 
(strap) 


cury rem 


flower. {Middle English] 
D curdy adj. bridoon 
curd cheese 2. a soli smooth rein 


cheese made from skimmed 


milk curds. 


fon] 


curdle vi; S ini make into 


or become curds; coagulate, CURB CILAIN 

omake one’s blood curdle AND) BF 

fill one with horror. [based on 0! \ DOUBLI 
BRIDLL 


curb] O curdler n. 

cure e@7. 1 #. (often foll. by o/) 
restore (a person or animal) to health (eas cured of 
pleurisy). 2 t ehmanate (a disease, evil, etc.). 3 or 
preserve by salting, drying, etc. 4 t& a vulcanize 
(rubber). b harden (concrete or plastic). 5 mér effect 
a cure. 6 int. undergo a process of curing. @ 2. 
1 restoration to health. 2 a thing that effects a cure. 
3 a course of healing treatment. [from Latin curare 
‘to take care of] 0 curative adj. Gn. Med. curer n. 

curé /kewr-ay/ 7. a parish priest i France ete. 
| French] 

cure-all 7. a panacea. 

curette e 7. a surgeon’s small instrument for scrap- 
ing. @ vt @ int clean or scrape with a curette. 
|French, based on curer ‘to cleanse’| 0 curettage n. 

curfew n. 1 a a regulation requiring people to 
remain indoors between specified hours. b the 
hour clesignated as the beginning of such a restric- 
tion. ¢ a daily signal indicating this. 2 hist. a medi- 
eval regulation requiring people to extinguish fires 
ata fixed hour in the evening. 3 the ringing of a bell 
ata fixed evening hour. [from Old French cuevrefeu. 
based on couvrir ‘to cover’ + feu ‘fire’| 


curry 


Curia 1. (also curia) the papal court; the govern- 
ment departments of the Vatican. [Latin: original- 
ly a division of an ancient Roman tribe| o Curial 
ad). 

curie 7. a unit of radioactivity. [named after Pierre 
Curie (see curit )| 

curio 7. (pl. -os) a rare or unusual object or person. 
[1 9th-century abbreviation of curtosrry] 

curiosity 7. (fl. -ies) 1 inquisitiveness. 2 strange- 
ness. 3 a strange, rare, or interesting object. 

curious ad. 1 inquisitive. 2 strange, surprising. 
[from Latin curiosus ‘careful’] o curiously adv. 
curiousness 7. 

curium 7. an artificially made transuranic radio- 
active metallic element. [named after Marie Cure, 
1867 1934, and Pierre Curie, 1859 1906, French 
discoverers of radium] 

curle v. 1 fr, G inix (often foll. by up) bend or coil into 
a spiral. 2 ini; move in a spiral form. 3 a ini. (of the 
upper lip) be raised slightly on one side in disap- ° 
proval. b ér cause (the lip) to do this. 4 zr. play curl- 
ing. @ 7. 1 a lock of curled hair. 2 anything spiral or 
curved inwards. 3 a a curling movement or act. 
b the state of being curled. o curl up 1 lie or sit 
with the knees drawn up. 2 collog. writhe with 
embarrassment or horror. [from Middle Dutch 
krul| 0 curly ad). (curlier, curliest). curliness n. 

curler 7. 1 a roller cic. for curling the hair. 2 a 
player in the game of curling. 

curlew 7. (//. same or curlews) a wading bird of 
the genus Numenius, with a long slender down- 
curved bill. & wavine sirp. [from Old French courleu] 

curlicue 7. a decorative curl or twist. [from 
curly + cur® in earlier sense ‘plait’ or Q] 

curling 1. 1 in senses of curt v. 2 a game 
played on ice, in which large round flat 
stones are slid across the surface. 
curling tongs 7../)/. (also curling iron) a 
heated device for twisting the hair into 
curls. 
curly endive see pxpive |. 
curmudgeon 7. a bad-tempered or 
miserly person. []16th-century coimage] 
Oo curmudgeonly ad). 

currant 7. 1 a small seedless dried 

grape. 2 a a shrub of the genus Ribes 
producing red, white, or black berries. 
b such a berry. [from Anglo-French 

raisins de Corauntz ‘grapes of Corinth’, 
the original source| 
currency 7. (/)/. -ies) 1 a the money 
in general use in a country. b any 
other commodity used as money. 
2 the condition of being current (e.g. 
of words or ideas). 
current @ ad. 1 belonging to the 
present time; happening now (current 
events, the current week). 2 (of money, 
opinion, a rumour, a word, etc.) in general circula- 
tion or use, @ 7, 1 a body of water, air, etc., moving 
esp. through a stiller surrounding body. 2 a flow of 
electricity, i.e. an ordered movement of electrically 
charged particles. > aurervarinc ccrREN. 3 (usu. foll. 
by of) a general tendency or course (of events, 
opinions, etc.). [from Old French corant ‘running’] 
current account 7. Brij. a bank account from 
which money may be drawn without notice. 
currently adv. at the present time; now. 
curriculum 7. (//. curricula) 1 the subjects in- 
cluded in a course of study. 2 any programme of 
acuviuies, [Latin, literally course’) 0 curricular ad). 
curriculum vitae /vee-ty/ 7. (pl. curricula 
vitae or vitarum) a brief account of one’s educa- 
tion and previous occupations. [Latin, literally 
‘course of life’] 

curry'e 7. (pl. -ies) a dish of meat, vegetables, etc . 
cooked in a sauce of hot-tasting spices, usu. served 
with rice. @ v./: (-ies, -ied) prepare or flavour with 
a sauce of hot-tasting spices (curried eggs). [from 
Vamil Aaz7| 


curry 


curry’ vir (-ies, -ied) 1 groom (a horse) with a 
curry-comb, 2 treat (tanned leather) to improve its 
properties. 0 curry favour ingratiate oneself. 
{from Old French correver| 

curry-comb 7. a hand-held serrated device used in 
grooming horses. 

curry powder 7. a preparation of spices for mak- 
ing curry. 

curse @ 7. 1 a solemn utterance intended to invoke 
the wrath of a supernatural power. 2 the evil 
supposedly resulting from a curse. 3 a violent ex- 
clamation of anger; a profane oath. 4 a thing that 
causes evil or harm. 5 (prec. by the) collog. menstru- 
ation. @ v. 1 &@ utter a curse against. 2 / (usu. in 
passive; foll. by zezth) afflict with (cursed with blindness). 
3 intr. utter expletive curses; swear. 4 ¢, excommu- 
nicate. [Old English] 0 curser 7. 

cursed adj. damnable, abominable. 0 cursedly adv. 
cursedness #1. 

cursive e adj. (of writing) done with joined charac- 
ters. @ 7. cursive writing [from medieval Latin 
(sereptura) curswa| OQ cursively adr. 

cursor 7. 1 Afath. etc. a transparent slide engraved 
with a hairline and forming part of a slide rule. 
2 Computing a movable indicator on a VDU screen 
identilying a particular position in the display. 
[Latin, literally ‘runner’] 

cursory adj. hasty, hurried. [from Latin cursorius ‘of 
a runner] 0 cursorily ad. cursoriness 7. 

curt ad. noticeably or rudely brief. [from Latin 
curtus ‘cut short’| 0 curtly adv. curtness n. 

curtail ¢./r cut short; reduce. [from obsolete curtal 
‘horse with docked tail’] 0 curtailment n. 

curtain e 7. 1 a piece of cloth etc. hung up as a 
screen, esp. at a window or between the stage and 
auditorium of a theatre. > rHt.vrrt. 2 Theatr a the 
rise or fall of the stage curtain between acts or 
scenes, b= ct kris cart. 3a partition or cover, 4 (in 
pl.) slang the end. @ vt, 1 furnish or cover with a 
curtain or curtains. 2 (foll. by off) shut off with a 
curtain or curtains. [from Late Latin cortia] 

curtain call 7. an audience’s summons to actor(s) 
to take a bow after the fall of the curtain. 

curtain-raiser 7. 1 Theatr. a piece prefaced to the 
main performance. 2 a preliminary event. 

curtain wall 7. 1 the plain wall of a fortified place, 
connecting two towers ete. > castit. 2 Archi. a piece 
of plain wall not supporting a roof. 

curtsy also curtsey) @ 7. (pl. -ies or -eys) a 
woman’s or girl's formal greeting made by bending 
the knees and lowering the body. @ wzniz (-1es, -ied 
or -eys, -eyed) make a curtsy. [variant of courrrsy] 

curvaceous (dj. (esp. of a woman) having a shapely 
curved figure. 

curvature 7. 1 the act or state of curving. 2 a 
curved form. 3 Geom. a the deviation of a curved 
surface from a plane. b the quantity expressing this. 

curve @ 7. 1 a line or surface of which no part is 
straight or flat. 2 a curved form or thing. 3a curved 
line on a graph. @ «fr G mir. bend or shape so as to 
form a curve. [based on Latin curves “bent |] o curved 
adj. 

curvet e@ 7. a horse’s leap with the hind legs raised 
with a spring before the forelegs reach the ground. 
® wnt \curvetted, curvetting or curveted, 
curveting) (of a horse or rider) make a curvet. 
{from Italian corvetta ‘little curve’] 

curvi- comb. form curved. 

curviform «dj. having a curved shape. 

curvilinear ad). contained by or consisting of 
curved lines. 0 curvilinearly «dz: 

curvy adj. \curvier, curviest, 1 having many 
curves. 2 (of a woman's figure) shapely. 0 curvi- 
Ness /i. 

cuscus #7. any of several nocturnal arboreal marsu- 
pials of the genus Phalanger, native t0 New Guinea 
and northern Australia. [native name | 

cushion e 7. 1 a baw stuffed with a muss of sofi 


matenal lor sitting or leaning on etc. 2 a means of 
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cut 


Cur 


The way in which a butcher cuts a carcass 
of meat is dictated by the animal’s anatomy 
and breed, consumer requirements, and 
religious custom. Regional climates and 
local ingredients, such as herbs, fruit, and 
vegetables, influence cooking methods, and 


| EXAMPLES OF CUTS OF MEAT 


LEG (LAMB) 


CUTLET 
(LAMB) 


STEAK 
(BEEF) 


FILLET 
(PORK) 


CHIGHE: 
(PORK) 


protection against shock. 3 the padded rim of a 
billiard table. > voor. 4 a body of air supporting a 
hovercraft etc. @ afx 1 provide or protect with a 
cushion or cushions. 2 mitigate the adverse effects 
of. [from Latin cudeta| 0 cushiony ad). 

cushy adj. \cushier, cushiest) collog. (of a job etc.) 
easy and pleasant. [based on Persian Aus ‘pleasure’ | 
0 cushiness n. 

cusp n. 1 an apex or peak. 2 the point at which two 
curves meet. 3 a cone-shaped prominence on the 
surface of a tooth. [from Latin cuspis ‘point, apex’ 
d cuspate ad. cusped adj. cuspidal ad). 

cuspidor 7, .\. Amer. a spittoon. [Portuguese, liter- 
ally ‘spitter’] 

cuss collog. @ n. 1 a curse. 2 usu. derog. a person; a 
creature. @ vir & intr, curse, 

cussed /kus-id/ adj. collog. awkward and stubborn. 
oO cussedly adv. cussedness n. 

cuss word 2. co/log. a swear word. 

custard n. 1 a sweet sauce made with milk and 
Navoured cornflour, 2 a dish made with milk and 
cggs, usu. sweetened. [originally an open pie of 
meat or fruit in a sauce: based on Old French crouste 
‘crust’ | 

custard pie 7. a pie containing custard or foam, 
commonly thrown in slapstick comedy. 

custodian 7. a guardian or keeper, esp. of a public 
building etc. Q custodianship vn. 

custody 7. 1 guardianship; protective care. 2 im- 
prisonment. 0 take into custody arrest. [based 
on Latin custos -odis guardian] 6 custodial ad). 

custom 7. 1 a the usual way of behaving or acting 
(a slave to custom). b a particular established way of 
behaving. 2 Law established usage having the force 
of law, 3 esp. Brit. business patronage (los! custom). 
4 «in pl. also treated as sing) a a duty levied on 
certain imported and exported goods. b the official 
department that administers this. e the area at a 
port, frontier, ete., where customs officials deal with 
incoming goods ete. [from Latin consueludo| 


RIB (BEEF) 


also therefore demand cuts of a certain 
kind. Butchering techniques also vary 
widely from country to country, and so cuts 
of meat differ equally. Their names vary 
almost as much, with national and regional 
terminologies sometimes conflicting, 


LOIN. BONED AND 
ROLLED (PORK) 


CHUNKS MINCE 
(BEEF) (BEEF) 
SLICE RASHER 
(CALVES’ LIVER) (PORK) 


customary ad. 1 usual: in accordance with cus- 
tom. 2 Law in accordance with custom. 0 custom- 
arily adv. 

custom-built adj. made to a customer’s order. 

customer 7. 1 a person who buys goods or services 
from a shop or busiwess. 2 a person one has to deal 
with (an awkward customer). 

custom house 2. (also customs house) the office 
at a port or frontier etc. at which customs duties are 
levied. 

customize 2./7, (also -ise) make to order or modify 
according to individual requirements. 

custom-made adj. = cusvoM-BUILI, 

cut @ v. (cutting; pas! and past part. cut) 1 &: (also absol.) 
penetrate or wound with a sharp-edged instrument. 
2 tr: & intr (often foll. by ito) divide or be divided with 
a knife etc. 3 & a trim (haw, a hedge, etc.) by cutting. 
b detach (flowers, corn, etc.) by cutting, 4 ¢ (foll. by 
loose, open, etc.) make loose, open, etc. by cutting. 5 &% 
(esp. as cutting adj.) cause sharp physical or mental 
pain to (a cutting remark; a cutting wind). 6 tr (often foll. by 
down) a reduce (wages, prices, time, etc.). b reduce or 
cease (services etc,). 7 f&: a shape or fashion (a coat, 
gem, key, record, etc.) by cutting b make (a path, 
tunnel, etc.) by removing material. 8 # perform, make 
(cut a caper; cul a sorry figure). 9 t: (also absol.) cross, inter- 
sect (the line cuts the circle al two points), 10 intr. (foll. by 
across, through, etc.) traverse, esp. as a shorter way (cul 
across the grass). 1X. b: a ignore or refuse to recognize (a 
person). b renounce (a connection). 12 fr esp. NV. Amer. 
deliberately fail to attend (a class etc.). 13 Cards a tr: 
divide (a pack) into two parts. b mr select a dealer etc. 
by dividing the pack. 14 Cinematog a fr edit (a film or 
tape). b mix (often in imper) stop filming or recording. 
c intr, (foll. by to) go quickly to (another shot). 15 ¢, 
switch off (an engine etc.). 16 ¢ hit (a ball) with a 
chopping motion. 17 @ .\. Amer dilute, adulterate. 
e@7. 1 an act of cutting. 2 a division or wound made 
by cutting, 3 a stroke with a knife, sword, whip, ete. 
4 a a recluction (in prices, wages, etc.). b Brit. a cessa- 
tion (of a power supply etc.). 5 an excision of part of 


cut and paste 


a play, film, book, etc. 6 a wounding remark or act. 
7 the way or style in which a garment, the hair, etc., is 
cut. 8 <a piece of meat etc. cut from a carcass. 
9 collog. commission; a share of profits. 10 Tennis & 
Cricket etc. a stroke made by cutung. 11 ignoring of or 
refusal to recognize a person. 0 a cut above collog. 
noticeably superior to. be cut out (foll. by for, or fo + 
infin.) be suited (was not cut out to be a teacher). cat and 
dried 1 completely decided; pre-arranged; inflexible. 
2 (of opinions etc.) ready-made, lacking freshness. cut 
and run collog. run away. cut and thrust 1 a lively 
interchange of argument etc. 2 the use of both the 
edge and the point of a sword. cut both ways 
1 serve both sides of an argument etc. 2 (of an action) 
have both good and bad effects. cut corners do a 
task etc. perfunctorily or incompletely, esp. to save 
time. cut dead completely refuse to recognize (a 
person). cut in 1 interrupt. 2 pull in too closely in 
front of another vehicle (esp. having overtaken it). 
3 give a share of profits etc. to (a person). cut into 
1 make a cut in. 2 interfere with and reduce (travelling 
cuts into my free time). cut it fine see ine! cut it out 
(usu. in zmper) collog. stop doing that (esp. quarrelling). 
cut loose 1 begin to act freely, 2 see sense 4 of v, cut 
one’s losses (or a loss) abandon an unprofitable 
enterprise before losses become too great. cut the 
mustard WV. Amer. slang reach the required standard. 
cut no ice collog. 1 have no influence or importance. 
2 achieve little or nothing cut off 1 remove by 
cutting. 2 a (often in passwe) bring to an abrupt end or 
(esp. early) death. b intercept, interrupt; prevent from 
continuing (cul off supplies; cut off the gas). ¢ disconnect 
(a person engaged in a telephone conversation) (was 
suddenly cut off ). 3 a prevent from travelling or going 
out (cut off by the snow). b (as cut off ad.) isolated, 


remote ( felt cul off in the country). 4 disinherit (was cut off 


without a penny). cut out 1 remove from the inside by 
cutting 2 make by cutung from a larger whole. 
3 omit; leave out. 4 collog. stop doimg or using (cul out 
chocolate, cut out the arguing). 5 cease or cause to cease 
functioning (the engine cut oul). cut short interrupt; 
terminate prematurely (cut short his visit). cut 
one’s teeth on acquire initial practice or experi- 
ence from (something). cut a tooth have it 
appear through the gum. cut up I cut into pieces. 
2 destroy utterly. 3 (usu. in passive) Brit. collog. 
distress greatly (was very cul up about if). 4 criticize 
severely. cut up rough By. collog. show anger or 
resentment. [Middle English] 
cut and paste 1: /: (on a word processor or computer) 
move (an item) from one part of a text to another. 
cutaneous adj. of the skin. [based on Latin cufss 
‘skin’] 
cutaway adj. 1 (of a diagram etc.) with some parts 
left out to reveal the interior. 2 (of a coat) with the 
front below the waist cut away. 
cutback 7. a reduction, esp. in expenditure. 
cute adj. collog. 1 a attractive, pretty; quaint. 
b affectedly attractive. 2 clever, ingenious. [short- 
ening of acvrt] O cutely adv. cuteness 7. 
cutesy adj, collog. dainty or quaint to an affected 
degree. 
cut glass 7. w glass with patterns and designs cut 
on it. 
cuticle n. the dead skin at 
the base of a fingernail ™ 
) toenail. > yan. [from Latin 
acd ee cuticula ‘litule skin’) O cuticu- 
; lar ad). 
ova cutis x. . fal. the true skin or 
4 dermis, underlying the 
epidermis. [Latin, _ hterally 
‘skin’ | 
cutlass n. a short sword with a 
slightly curved blade, formerly 
used by sailors. [from Latin 
cultellus ‘little coulter’] 
cutler 7. a person who makes or deals in cutlery. 
[based on Latin cultellus “knife’| 
cutlery 1. knives, forks, and spoons for use at table. 
cutlet 7. 1 Br. a neck-chop of mutton or lamb. 


CUT GLASS 
TUMBLER 


cylinder seal 


> cur, 2 a small piece of veal etc. for frying. 3 a flat 
cake of minced meat or nuts and breadcrumbs etc. 
[from Old French costelet ‘little rib’) 

cut-off x. t the point at which something is cut off. 
2 a device for stopping a flow. 3 US a short cut. 4 (in 
pl.) shorts, esp. made by cutting the legs off jeans. 

cut-out 7. 1 a figure cut out of paper etc. 2 a device 
for automatic disconnection. 

cut-out box 7. US = ruse sox. 

cut-price adj. (also cut-rate) selling or sold at a re- 
duced price. 

cutter 7. 1 a person or thing that cuts. 2 a tailor etc. 
who takes measurements and cuts cloth. 3.Vaul. aa 
small fast sailing ship. b a small boat carried by a 
large ship. 

cut-throat e 7. 1 a murderer. 2 (in full cut-throat 
razor) Bri. a long-bladed usu. folding razor. @ ad}. 
(of competition) ruthless and intense. 

cutting e 7. 1 Bri. a piece cut from a newspaper etc. 
2 a piece cut from a plant for propagation. 3 an ex- 
cavated channe! through high ground for a railway or 
road. @ adj. in senses of cut uv 5.0 cuttingly adv. 

cutting edge e 7. 1 an edge that cuts. 2 the forefront 
of a movement etc. 3 the most significant factor. 
© atirb.ad. (cutting-edge) pioneering, innovative. 

cuttle-bone 2. the internal shell of the cuttlefish. 

cuttlefish ». (//. usu. same) any marine cephalopod 
mollusc of the genera Sepia and Sepiola, having ten 
arms and ejecting a black fluid when threatened or 
pursued. > crrHatopop. (Old English, related to 
obsolete cod ‘bag’, with reference to its nk-bag] 

cutwater n. 1 the forward edge of a ship’s prow. 
2 a wedge-shaped projection from the pier of a 
bridge. 

cutworm n. any of various caterpillars that eat 
through the stems of young plants level with the 
ground, 

CV adbr. curriculum vitae. 

cwm 7. 1 (in Wales) = cooms. 2 Geog a cirque. 
[Welsh] 

cwt. abbr. hundredweight. 

cyan 7. a greenish-blue colour which is one of the 
primary colours, complementary to red. [Greek 
kuaneos ‘dark blue’| > prinyinc 

cyanide 7. any of the highly poisonous salts or 
esters of hydrocyanic acid, esp. potassium cyanide. 


cyanobacterium 7. any prokaryotic organism of 


the diviston Cyanobacteria, capable of photosyn- 
thesizing, 
cyanocobalamin 7. a vitamin of the B complex, 
found in foods of animal origin such as liver, fish, and 
eggs. [blend of cyanocen and conan and vera] 
cyanogen 7. Chem. a colourless highly poisonous 
gas intermediate in the preparation of many fertil- 
izers. [based on Greek Awanos ‘dark blue mineral’, as 
being a constituent of Prussian blue] 
cyanosis 7. Med. a bluish discoloration of the skin 
due to the presence of oxygen-deficient blood. 
[from Greek Auanosis ‘blueness’] 0 cyanotic ad). 
cyber- prefix forming words relating to electronic 
communication networks and virtual reality. 
cybernetics 2. the science of communications and 
automatic control systems in both machines and 
lining things. [based on Greek 
hubernélés ‘steersman’] 
UO cybernetic adj. cyber- 
netician 7. cyber- 
neticist 7. 
cyberpunk 1. a style 
of science fiction featur- 
ing urban counter- 
culture m a world of 
high technology and vir- 
tual reality. 
cyberspace 7. the no- 
tional environment in 
which — electronic —com- 
munication occurs; virtual reality. 
cycad 7. » a palmlike plant of the 
order Cycadales (including fossil 


GYCAD: 
ENE LANG] 
(Cyeas revoluta 


forms). [from supposed Greek kukas, scribal error 
for kotkas ‘Egyptian palms’] 
cyclamate 7. any of various compounds related to 
sulphamic acid and formerly used as artificial 
sweetening agents. 
[contraction of 
chemical name 
cyclohexylsulphamate| 
cyclamen 7. (fi. 
same or cycla- 
mens) > any plant 
of the genus C)cla- 
men, onginating in 
Europe, having 
pink, red, or white 
flowers with re- 
flexed petals. [from 
Greek kuklaminos| 
cycle @ x1. baa 
recurrent round or 
period (of events, 
phenomena, etc.). 
b the time needed 
for one such round or period. 2 a Physics etc. a 
recurrent series of operations or states. b Electr, = 
Hertz, 3 a series of songs, poems, etc., usu. on a 
single theme. 4 a bicycle, tricycle, or similar 
machine. @ v:2n/r, 1 ride a bicycle etc. 2 move in 
cycles. [from Greek kuklos ‘circle’] 
cycle track 7. (also cycleway) Brit. a path or coad 
for bicycles. 
cyclic adj. 1 a recurring in cycles. b belonging to a 
chronological cycle. 2 Chem. with constituent atoms 
forming a ring, 
cyclical ad. = cyciic 1. 0 cyclically adv. 
cyclist 7. a rider of a cycle, esp. of a bicycle. 
cyclo- comb. form circle, cycle, or cyclic. [from Greek 
kuklos ‘circle’] 
cyclo-cross 7. cross-country racing on bicycles. 
cycloid n. Math. a curve traced by a point on a circle 
when the circle is rolled along a straight line. 0 cyc- 
loidal adj. 
cyclometer /sy-klom-i-ter/ 7. 1 an instrument for 
measuring circular arcs. 2 an instrument for 
measuring the distance traversed by a bicycle etc. 
cyclone n. 1 a system of winds rotating inwards to an 
area of low barometric pressure; a depression. 
> pieression, 2 (in full trepical cyclone) a violent 
wind system of this kind in a small area. 0 cyclomic 
adj. cyclonically adv. 
cyclopedia 2. (als cyclopaediay an encyclopedia. 
a cyclopedic ad. 
cyclosporin 7. \fed. a peptide drug used to prevent 
the rejection of grafts and transplants. [based on 
-sporum, part of the name of a fungus which 
produces it] 
cyclotron n. Physics an apparatus in which charged 
atomic and subatomic particles are accelerated by 
an alternating electric field while following an 
outward spiral or circular path in a magnetic field. 
cyder Bri. var. of caper. 
cygnet 7. a young swan. [from Greek kuAnoys *swan’} 
cylinder 7. 1 a a uniform solid 
or hollow body with straight sides — 
and a circular section. ba 
thing of this shape, 
e.g, a container for 
liquefied gas. 2a 
cylinder-shaped part 
of various machines, 
esp. a piston-cham- 
ber in an engine. 
BD  INTLRNAL- 
- COMBUSTION LNGINE, 3. Printing a 
metal roller, > prinrinc. [based 
on Greek kulindem ‘to roll] 0 cylindri- 
cal adj. cylindrically adi. 
cylinder seal 7. nig. a small barrel- 
shaped object of stone or baked clay 
bearing a cuneiform inscription, esp. 
for use as a seal. 


CYCLAMEN 
(Cyclamen repandum) 
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cymbal 


Cyrillic @ adj. denoting the alphabet used esp. for 
Russian and Bulgarian e 7. this alphabet. 
{named after St Cyril, 826 -69, its reputed 
inventor] 
cyst n. Med. a sac or cavity of abnormal 
character containing fluid. [from Greek 
kustts *bladder’} 
cysteine 7. Biochem. a sulphur-containing 
amino acid, essential in the human diet 
and a constituent of many enzymes. 
cystic adj. } of the urinary bladder. 2 of the 
gall bladder. 3 of the nature of a cyst. 
cystic fibrosis n. a hereditary disease affect- 
mg the exocrine glands and usu. resulting in re- 
spiratory mfections. 
cystine n. Biochem. an organic base 
which is a naturally occurring 
dimer of cysteine. [based on 
Greek kustis ‘bladder’, because 
first found in urinary calculi] 
cystitis 7. inflammation of the 
urinary bladcler, usu. 
ege-shaped accompanied by fre- 
quent painful urima- 
lion. 
cysto- comb. form the 
urinary bladder. [from 
Greek — kusté, — kustes 
‘blacdder’] 
cystoscope 7. an in- 
strument inserted in the 


cymbal 7. » a musical instrument consisting of a 
concave brass or bronze 
plate, struck with another 
or with a stick etc. to make 
a ringing sound. > prim 
KIT, ORGHISTRA, PERCUSSION, 
[based on Greek kumbé 
‘cup’] O cymbalist n. 

cynic e 7. 1 a person who has little 
faith in human sincerity and in- 
teerity. 2 (Cynic) one of a school of 
ancient Greek philosophers founded by 
Antisthenes, marked by ostentatious con- 
tempt for ease and pleasure. @ adj. 1 (Cynic) of the 
Cynics. 2 = cynicat. [from Greek kuon kunos ‘dog’, 
nickname for a Cynic] 0 cynicism 7. 

cynical adj. 1 incredulous of human sincerity or 
integrity. 2 disregarding accepted or appropri- 
ate standards (a cynical attempl to secure votes). 
3 sneering, mocking. 0 cynically ade. 

cynosure 7. a centre of attraction or 
admiration, [from Greek kunosoura ‘dog's 
tail, Ursa Minor’ | 

cypher var. of cinire. 

cypress /sy-prés/ 7. (also cypress tree, > 
any evergreen coniferous tree of the genus 
Cupressus or Chamaecyparis, esp. Cupressus semper 
wrens, with hard wood and dark foliage. 
> conwir. [from Greek kuparissos] 
Cypriot (also Cypriote; @ 7. a native or 
national of Cyprus. e@ adj. of Cyprus. 


leather 


handles __ 


CYMBALS 


blunt leaves 
on branchlets 


CONES 
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Czechoslovak 


urethra for examining the urinary bladder. [based 
on Greek kusié kustis ‘bladder’] 0 cystoscopy 2. 

ecyte comb. form Biol. a mature cell (leucocyte) (cf. 
-bLast). [from Greek kutos ‘vessel’| 

cyto- comb. form Biol. cells or a cell. [from Greek kutos 
‘vessel’| 

cytogenetics 2. the study of inheritance in relation 
to the structure and function of cells. 0 cytogen- 
etic adj. cytogenetical adj. cytogenetically adv. 
cytogeneticist 7. 

cytology 7. the study of cells. 0 cytological ad. 
cytologically adv. cytologist n. 

cytoplasm 7. the protoplasmic content of a cell ex- 
cluding its nucleus. & crit. 6 cytoplasmic ad). 

cytosine 7. Biochem. a pyrimidine derivative found 
in all living tissue as a component base of DNA and 
RNA. > DNA 

cytotoxic adj. toxic to cells. 

ezar ctc. var. of rsar ete. 

Czech /chek/ @ 7». 1 a native or national of the 
Czech Republic, Bohemia, or (hzs/) Czechoslo- 
vakia, 2 the West Slavonic language of the Czech 
people (cf Stovak). @ ad. of or relating to the 
Czechs or their language. [Polish spelling of 
Bohemian Cech] 

Czechoslovak /chek-6-sloh-vak/ (also Czecho- 
slovakian; @ 7. a native or national of the former 
state of Czechoslovakia. e ad. of or relating to 
Czechoslovaks or the former state of Czechoslovakia. 


yy 
H | 


D'z. (also d) (pl. Ds or D’s) 1 a the fourth letter of the 
alphabet. b a thing shaped like this. 2 Mus. the second 
note of the diatonic scale of C major 
> notation. 3 (as a Roman numeral) 500. 4 the fourth 
highest class or category (of academic marks etc.). 

D? symb. 1 Chem. the isotope deuterium. 2 electric 
flux density. 

d abbr. (also d.) 1 died. 2 departs. 3 delete. 4 daugh- 
ter. 5 diameter. 6 depth. 

*di abbz: collog. (usu. after pronouns) had, would (J’d; 
he'd). [abbreviation] 

DA abby. US district attorney. 

da abbr. deca-. 

dab! e ». (dabbed, dabbing) 1 #. press (a surface) 
briefly with a cloth etc., without rubbing. 2 ¢ press 
(a sponge etc.) lightly on a surface. 3 tr. (foll. by on) 
apply (a substance) by dabbing a surface. 4 mir 
(usu. foll. by az) aim a feeble blow; tap. 5 ¢ strike 
lightly; tap. e 7. 1 a brief application of a cloth etc. 
to a surface without rubbing. 2 a small amount 
applied in this way (a dab of paint). 3 a light blow. 
4 (in pl.) Brit. slang fmgerprints. [Middle English] 
a dabber 2. 

dab? n. a small flatfish of the genus Limanda. 
{Middle English] 

dabble ». 1 ini: (usu. foll. by m, at) take a superficial 
interest {in a subject or activity). 2 ini, moye the 
feet, hands, etc. about in esp. shallow liquid. 
3 tr. wet partly; stain, splash. [from Dutch dadbbelen 
or from pas"] 0 dabbler 2. 

dabchick 7. = vittie Gres. 

dab hand 7. (usu. foll. by ai) an expert. 

dace n. (fl. same) any of several small freshwater 
fishes related to ‘the carp, esp. Leuciscus leuciscus. 
[from Old French darz, dars ‘dart’ | 

dacha 7. a Russian country cottage. [Russian, liter- 
ally ‘gift (of land)’] , 

dachshund /daks-huund/ 2. a dog of a short- 
legged long-bodied breed. (German, literally 
‘badger-dog’| 

dacoit n. a member of a band of armed robbers in 
India or Burma (Myanmar). [from Hindi dakaut ‘a 
member of a robber gang"| 

dactyl 7. a metrical foot ( ~~) consisting of one long 
syllable followed by two short. [from Greek daktulos 
‘finger’, the three bones corresponding to the three 
syllables] o dactylic ad. 

dad 7. collog. father. 

Dada 7. an early 20th-c. movement in art, htera- 
ture, music, and film, repudiating conventions. 
[French] 0 Dadaism n, Dadaist n. & ad). 

daddy 2. (//. -ies) collog. father. 

daddy-long-legs 7. Brit. a crane-fly. 

dado 7. (fi. -os) 1 the lower part of the wall of a 
room when visually distinct from the upper part. 
2 the plinth of a column. > pevestat. 3 the cube of a 
pedestal between the base and the cornice. [Italian] 

daemon var. of vemon 4. 

daemonic var. of bumMonic. 

daffodil n. 1 a bulbous plant, Narcissus pseudonarcis- 
sus, with a yellow trumpet-shaped corona. 2 any of 
various other plants of the genus Jarcissus. [from 
Greek asphodelos| 

daffy adj. (daffier, daffiest) collog. = parr. {from 
obsolete daff‘simpleton’] o daffily adv. daffiness n. 


daft adj. esp. Brit. silly, foolish, crazy. [Old English] 

dag 7. Austral. & NZ slang an eccentric or noteworthy 
person (he’s a bit of a dag). [obsolete dialect word| 

dagger z. 1 a short pointed stabbing weapon. 
2 Printing = osewus 1.0 at daggers drawn in bitter 
enmity. look daggers at glare angrily at. 

daggy ad). (daggier, daggiest) Austral. & NZ slang 
1 dowdy, scruffy. 2 unfashionable. 

dago n. (pi. -os or -oes) slang offens. a foreigner, esp. 
a Spaniard, Portuguese, or Italian. [from Diego, 
Spanish equivalent of ‘James’] 

daguerreotype /di-ge- 
r6-typ/ n. ® an early 
photograph using a 
silvered plate and mer- 
cury vapour. [named 
after L, Daguerre, French 
inventor, 1789-1851] 

dahlia /day-lid/ n. any 
garden plant of the 
genus Dahlia, cultivated 
for its many-coloured 
flowers. [named after A. 
Dahl, Swedish botanist, 
1731 1789] 

Dail /doil/ n. (in full Dail 
Eireann /air-én/) the 
lower House of Parlia- 
ment in the Republic of 
Ireland. [Irish] 

daily e adj. done, produced, or occurring every day 
or every weekday. @ adv. 1 every day. 2 constantly. 
@ n. (pl. -ies) collog. 1 a daily newspaper. 2 Brit. 
a charwoman. 

daily bread n. necessary food; a livelihood. 

dainty e adj. (daintier, daintiest) 1 delicately 
pretty. 2 delicate or small. 3 (of food) choice. 
4 fastidious. @ 7. (pl. -ies) a choice delicacy. [based on 
Latur dignus ‘worthy’} 0 daintily adv. daintiness n. 

daiquiri /dak-i-ri/ x. ( p/. daiquiris) a cocktail of 
rum, lime juice, etc. [from Daiguir, a rum-produc- 
ing district in Cuba| 


DAM 

A dam is a structure built to hold hack 
water in order to prevent flooding, to store 
water for domestic and industrial use, or to 
provide hydroelectric power. Most dams 
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dairy 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a place for the storage, process- 
ing, and distribution of milk and its products. 2 a 
shop where milk and milk products are sold. 
3 (atirb.) of, containing, or concerning milk and its 
products (and sometimes eggs). [Middle English, 
based on earlier dege ‘maidservant | 

dairymaid 7. a woman employed in a dairy. 

dairyman 7. (//. -men) 1 a man dealing in dairy 
products. 2 a man employed in a dairy. 

dais /day-iss/ 7. a low platform, usu. at the upper 
end of a hall. [from medieval Latin discus ‘table’] 

daisy 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a small plant, Bells 
perennis, with white-petalled flowers. 2 a 
plant with similar flowers, O pushing up 
the daisies s/ang dead and buried. [Old 
English deges cage ‘day’s eye’, the flower 
opening in the morning] 

daisy chain 7. a string of daisies 
threaded together. 

daisy wheel x. a spoked disc bearing 
printed characters, used in word proces- 
sors and typewriters. 

dal var. of pit. 

Dalai Lama 7. the spiritual head of 
Tibetan Buddhism. 

dale n. a valley. [Old English| 

dalesman 7. (//. -men) an inhabitant of 
the dales in northern England. 

dalliance 7. 1 a leisurely or frivolous 
passing of time. 2 an instance of light- 
hearted flirting; a casual love affair. [based on patty] 

dally winir (-ies, -ied) 1 delay; waste time, esp. 
frivolously. 2 (often foll. by wth) play about; flirt, 
treat frivolously. [from Old French dater ‘to chat’] 

Dalmatian n. a dog of a large white short-haired 
breed with dark spots. [from Dalmatia, a region in 
Croatia] 

dame 7. 1 Wa barrier across a river etc., forming a 
reservoir or preventing flooding. 2 a barrier made 
by a beaver. @ v./r (dammed, damming) | pro- 
vide or confine with a dam. 2 (often fol. by up) 
block up; obstruct. [from Middle Dutch] 


are built across river valleys. The design of 
a dam depends on factors such as the size 
and shape of the valley, and the type of 
rock and soil occurring there. 
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dam? pn. the mother of esp. a mammal. [variant of 
pam] 
damage e 2. 1 harm or injury. 2 (in pl.) Law finan- 
cial compensation for a loss or an injury. 3 (prec. by 
the) slang cost. @ w.tr inflict damage on. [from Latin 
damnum ‘loss, damage’| 0 damagingly adv. 
damascene /dam-a-seen/ v.fr, decorate (metal) by 
etching or inlaying esp. with gold or silver. [from 
Damascene ‘of Damascus’ ] 
damask e 7. 1 a figured woven fabric (esp. silk or 
linen) with a pattern visible on both sides. 2 twilled 
table linen with woven designs shown by the reflec- 
tion of light. e@ adj. 1 made of or resembling 
damask. 2 velvety pink or vivid red. @ vf weave 
with figured designs. [from Latin Damascus, proper 
name of the city] 
damask rose 7. <@ an old sweet- 
scented variety of rose used to make 
attar. 
» dame n. 1 (Dame) a (in the UK) 
the title given to a woman with the 
rank of Knight 
Commander — or 
holder of the 
Grand Cross in 
the Orders of 
Chivalry. b a woman 
holding this tite. 2 Brit, a 
comic middle-aged female 
character in modern panto- 
mime, usu. played by a 
man. 3.\. Amer slang a woman. 
[from Latin domzna ‘mistress | 
dammit in/. damn it. 
damn e 2/7 1 (often absol. or as int. of anger o1 
annoyance, = ma) God damn) curse (a person o1 
thing). 2 doom to hell; cause the damnation of. 
3 condemn, censure (a 1% damning the book 
4 (often as damning adj.) (of a circumstance, 
evidence, etc.) show or prove to he guilty. @ 7. Lan 
uttered curse. 2 collog. a negligible amount (nol zeorth 
a damn). @ adj. © adv. collog. = dxmnvay. O damn all 
Bni. collog. nothing at al. not give a damn see 
[from Latin damnare “to flict loss om} 
oO damningly adi 
damnable aq). hateful, annoying. Oo damnably ad: 
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damnation e 7. cternal punishment in hell. @ a. 
expressing anger. 

damned cullog. @ ad. damnable. @ ade. extremcly 
damned hot). Q do one’s damnedest do one’s 
utmost, 

damp e ad). slightly wet. e n. diffused moisture in 
the air. on a surface. or in a solid. @ xf 1 make 
damp: moisten. 2 (often foll. by dozen) a take the 
force out of (damp one’s enthusiasm). b make spinitless. 
ec make (a fire) burn less strongly by reducing the 
flow of air to it. 3 reduce or stop the vibration of 
(esp. the strings of a musical instrument). 4 quieten, 
[from Old High German dampf *steam’| 0 damp- 
ish aq. damply ad. dampness n. 

damp course 2. a layer of waterproof material in 
the wall of a building near the ground, to prevent 
rising damp. 

dampen «. 1 f & intr, make or become damp. 2 f 
make less forceful. 0 dampener n. 

damper #. 1 a person 01 
thing that discourages. 
2 a device that reduces 
shock or noise. 3 a 
metal plate im a fluc 
to control the draught 
4 Mus. <a pad silencing 
a plano string. O put a 
damper on take the 
vigour or enjoyment 
out of 
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damp-proof e adj. impervious to damp. e v./7, make 
damp-proof: 

damp-proof course 7. = AM! COURSE. 

damp squib n. Brit) an unsuccessful attempt to 
umpress etc. 

damsel n. archaic or literary a young unmarried 
woman. [from Old French, based on Latin domina 
‘mistress’ | 

damselfly 7. (//. -flies) 

> an insect of the order 
Odonata, like a dragonfly 
but with its wings folded 
over the body when rest- 
ing. 

damson e 7. 1 a a small 
dark purple plumlike fruit. 
b (also damson tree) the 
tree, Prunus imstitia, bearing 
this. 2 a dark purple colour. 
e ad. damson-coloured. 
[from Latin  damascenum 
(prunum) ‘(plum) of Damascus’ | 

damson cheese 1. a solid preserve of damsons 
and sugar. 

dan n. 1 any of ten degrees of advanced proficiency 
in judo or karate. 2 a holder of any of these. 
[ Japanese} 

dance e », 1 int; move rhythmically to music. 2 intr. 
skip or jump about. 3 / a perform (a specified 
dance). b perform (a specified role) in a ballet etc. 
4 int, bob up and down. 5 ¢r dandle (a child). @ n. 
1 aa piece of dancing; a sequence of steps in danc- 
ing. b a special form of this. 2 a single round or 
turn of a dance. 3 a social gathering for dancing. 
4 a piece of music for dancing to or in a dance 
rhythm, 5 a dancing or lively motion, G dance 
attendance on follow or wait on (a person) obse- 
quiously. lead a person a dance (or merry 
dance) Brit. cause a person much trouble. [from 
Old French] 0 danceable adj. dancer ». 

dance hall ». a public hall for dancing, 

d. and c. 7. dilatation (of the cervix) and curettage 
tof the uterus), performed after a miscarriage or for 
the removal of cysts, tumours, etc. 


DAMSELFLY: 
BEAUTIFUL 
DEMOISELLE 
(Agrion virgo) 


dandelion 7. a plant of the genus Jaraxacum (daisy 
family), with jagged leaves and a large bright yellow 
flower on a hollow stalk. [from French dent-de-lion 
‘lion's tooth’, from the shape of the leaves] 

dandelion clock 7. the downy seed-head of a 
dandelion. 

dander 7. collog. temper, indignation. G get one’s 
dander up become angry. 

dandify wt (-ies, -ied) (usu. as dandified adj.) 
cause to resemble a dandy. 

dandle «i, dance (a child) on one’s knees or in one’s 
arms. |] 6th-century coinage] 

dandruff 7. flakes of dead skin in the hair. {1 6th- 
century coinage] 

dandy e 7. (f/. -ies) 1 a man unduly devoted to 
style, smartness, and fashion in dress and appear- 
ance. 2 collog. an excellent thing. e@ adj, (dandier, 
dandiest) esp. .\. Amer. collog. splendid. [1 8th- 
century coinage] 0 dandyish ad. dandyism 7. 

Dane 7. 1 a native or national of Denmark. 2 hist. a 
Viking invader of England in the 9th | Ith. [from 
Old Norse] 

danger /. 1 liability or exposure to harm. 2 a thing 
that causes or may cause harm, 0 in danger of 
likely to incur or to suffer from. fearlicr in sense 
‘power: based on Latin dominus ‘lord | 

danger list 7. Bri. a list of those dangerously ill. 

danger money ». Bri/. extra payment for clanger- 
ous work, 

dangerous adj. involving or causing 
o dangerously ad. dangerousness 1. 

dangle v. 1 intr. be loosely suspended and able to 
sway. 2 tr hold or carry loosely suspended. 3 tr hold 
out (a hope, temptation, etc.) enticmgly. 0 dangler 
n. dangly ad). 


danger, 


Danish e adj. of Denmark or the Danes. @ n. 1 the 
Danish language. 2 (prec. by the; treated as p/.) the 
Danish people. 

Danish blue 7. a white hblue-veined cheese. 
> CHES! 

Danish pastry n. a yeast cake topped with icing, 
fruit, nuts, ete. 

dank adj. disagreeably damp and 
cold. [Middle English] 0 dankly 
adv. dankness n. 

daphne n. any flowering shrub of 

the genus Daphne. [from Daphne, a 
Greek nymph changed into a laurel 
to escape Apollo’s advances] 
daphnia 7. 2 minute freshwater 

crustacean of the genus Daphnia, enclosed 
in a transparent carapace and with long antennae 
and prominent eyes. [modern Latin} 

dapper adj. 1 neat and precise, esp. in dress or 
movement. 2 sprightly. [from Middle Dutch| 
oO dapperly adi. dapperness n. 

dapple e ». t & intr. mark or become marked with 
spots of colour or shade. @ 7. a dappled effect. 

dapple grey e ad). (hyphenated 

when attrib.) ¥ (of an animal's 
coat) grey or white with 

darker spots. @ n. a 

dapple-grey horse. 


DAPPLE-GREY 
ORLOV TROTTER 


Darby and Joan 7. esp. Bri/. a devoted old married 
couple. [characters ina poem (1735) in the Gentle- 
man’s \lagazine] 

dare e 2:ir, (3rd sin® present usu. dare before an 
expressed or imphed mfinitive without fo) 1 (foll. by 
infin, with or without fo) venture (to); have the 
courage or impudence (to) (dare he do it?; af they dare 
to come; hou dare you”). 2 (usu. foll. by to + fin.) defy 
or challenge (a person) (J dare you to own up). @ n. a 
challenge, esp. to prove courage. 0 I dare say it is 
probable. [Old English] a darer n. 

daredevil @ x. a recklessly daring person. @ adj. 
recklessly daring, o daredevilry 7. 

daring e 7. adventurous courage. @ adj. adventur- 
ous, bold; prepared to take risks. o daringly adv. 

dariole n. a dish cooked and served in a small 
mould. [from Old French] 

Darjeeling 7. a high-quality tea grown in north- 
ern India. [from Darjeeling, a hill station in West 
Bengal] 

dark e ad). 1 with little or no hght. 2 of a deep or 

sombre colour, 3 (of a person) with deep brown or 
black hair or skin. 4 gloomy, depressing, dismal 
\dark thoughts). 5 evil, sinister (dark deeds). 6 sullen, 
angry (a dark mood). 7 secret, mysterious (the dark and 
distant past, keep it dark). 8 ignorant, unenlightened 
dark ages). @n. 1 absence of light. 2 nightfall (don’t go 
oul after dark). 3 a lack of knowledge. 4 a dark area 
or colour, esp. in painting, Oo in the dark 1 with 
little or no hght. 2 lacking information. [Old 
English] o darkish adj. darkly adv. darkness n. 
darksome adj. poet. 

Dark Ages n.p/. (also Dark Age) (prec. by the) 1 the 
period of European history preceding the Middle 
Ages, esp. the 5th-10th c. 2 (often dark ages) any 
period of supposed unenlightenment. 

Dark Continent 1. (prec. by the) a name for Africa, 
esp. when litde known to Europeans 


darken 


darken » 1 (; make dark or darker. 2 int, become 
dark or darker. O never darken a person’s door 
keep away from a person permanently. 

dark glasses n.p/. spectacles with dark-tinted 
lenses. 

dark horse 7. a little-known person who unexpect- 
edly becomes successful. 

dark matter 2. Astron. hypothetical non-luminous 
material in space, not detected, but predicted by 
many cosmological theories. 

darkroom n. a room for photographic work, with 
normal light excluded. 

darling e 7. 1 a beloved or lovable person or thing. 
2 a favourite. 3 collog. a pretty or endearing person 
or thing. e@ adj. 1 beloved, lovable. 2 favourite. 
3 collog. charming or pretty. [Old English] 

darn! e vi, 1 mend by interweaving yarn across a 
hole with a needle. 2 embroider with a large 
running stitch. @ 2. a darned area in material. 
[1 7th-century coinage] 

darn? wir, int., adj., & adv. collog. = awn (in impreca- 
tory senses). 

darned adj. & adv. collog. = pamnen. 

darnel 7. any of several grasses of the genus Lolium, 
esp. L. temulentum, a weed of cereal crops. [Middle 
English] 

darning 7. 1 the action of a person who darns. 
2 things to be darned. 

dart e x. 1 a small pointed 
missile thrown or fired as a 
weapon. 2 a> a small pointed 
missile with a feather or 
plastic flight, used in the 
game of darts. b (in p/.; usu. 
treated as sing) an indoor 
game in which such darts are 
thrown at a circular target to 
score points. 3 a sudden rapid 
movement. 4 Zool. a dartlike 
structure, such as an insect’s sting. 
5 a tapering tuck stitched in a 
garinent. @ v. 1 mir move or go 
suddenly or rapidly (darted into the 
shop). 2 t throw (a missile). 3 ¢r. 


Slight 


direct suddenly {a glance etc.). PARTS 
[from Old French darz, dary | 
dartboard 7. a circular board marked with 


numbered segments, used as a target in darts. 

Darwinian e ad). of or relating to Darwin's theory 
of the evolution of species by the action of natural 
selection. @ 7. an adherent of this theory. {from ©. 
Darwin, English naturalist, 1809 - 1882] a Darwin- 
ism 1. Darwinist n. © ad). 


dash e wv. 1 int: rush hastily or forcetully (dashed up the 


stars). 2 tv. strike or fling with great force (dashed it to 
the ground). 3 tr. frustrate, daunt, dispirit (dashed then 
hopes). 4 tr. Brit. collog. (dash it or dash it all 
=pamn v. 1.@ 7. 1 arush or onset: a sudden advance 
(made a dash for shelter). 2 a horizontal stroke in writ- 
ing or printing to mark a pause or break in sense or 
to represent omitted letters or words. 3 impetuous 
vigour or the capacity for this. 4 showy appearance 
or behaviour; stylishness. 3 V0 Amer a sprinting 
race. 6 the longer signal of the two used in Morse 
code (cf. vor nm. 2). 7 a slight admixture, esp. of a 
liquid. 8 = pasHgoaxn. G cut a dash make a brilliant 
show. dash down (or off) write or finish hurriedly. 


[Middle English] 


dashboard 7. the surface below the windscreen of 


a motor vehicle or aircraft, containing mstruments 
and controls. > instRUMLNI PANL! 

dashiki /dah-shi-ki/ n. a louse brightly coloured 
shirt worn by American blacks. [West African] 

dashing adj. 1 spirited, lively. 2 stylish. 0 dash- 
ingly adr. 

dastardly adj. cowardly, despicable. [from earher 
dastard ‘hase coward’ | 

DAT adbv. digital auclio tape. 

data n.pi. (also treated as sing, although the singular 
form is strictly datum) 1 known facts or things used 


as a basis for inference or reckoning. 2 quantities or 
characters operated on by a computer etc. [plural 
of parvum] 


w Usage (1) In scientific, philosophical, and 
general use, this word is usually considered to 
denote a number of items and is thus treated as 
plural with datwn as the singular. (2) In computing 
and allied subjects (and sometimes in general usc), 
it is treated as a mass (or collective) noun and used 
with words like this, that, and muck, with singular 
verbs, e.g. useful data has been collected. Some people 
consider use (2) to be incorrect but it is more 
common than use (1). However, data is not a singu- 
lar countable noun. 


data bank 7. 1 a store or source of data. 2 = para- 
BASL, 


database n. a structured set of data held in a 
computer. 

datable adj. (often foll. by /o) capable of being dated 
(to a particular time). 

data capture n. the action or process of entering 
data into a computer. 

data processing 7. a scries of operations on data, 
esp. by a computer, 0 data processor 7. 

data protection 7. Bri. legal control over access to 
data stored in computers. 

date'e 7. 1 a day of the month. 2 a particular day 

or year, esp. when a given event occurred. 3 a 

statement (usu. giving the day, month, and 
year) in a document or inscription etc., of the 
time of composition or publication. 4 the 
period to which a work of art etc. belongs. 

5 the time when an event happens or is to 
happen. 6 collog. a an appointment or social 

engagement, esp. with a person of the opposite sex. 

b esp. \V. Amer. a person with whom one has a social] 

engagement. @ v. 1 /: mark with a date. 2 #: a assign 

a date to (an object, event, etc.). b (foll. by éo) assign 

to a particular time, period, etc. 3 imix have its 

origins at a particular time. 4 mix become evidently 

out of date \a design thai does not date). 5 tr. indicate or 

expose as being out of date (éhat hat really dates you). 
6 collog. a i. make an arrangement with (a person) 
to meet socially. b zr meet socially by agreement 
they are now’ dating regularly). O to date until now. 
[from the Latin formula data (epistola) ‘(letter) 
given’, used in dating letters] 

date? n. 1 a dark oval single-stoned fruit. 2 (in full 
date palm) the tall tree Phoenix dactylifera. native to 
W. Asia and N. Africa, bearing this fruit. [based on 
Greck daktulos ‘tinger’, from the leaf shape] 

date line 7. 1 \Date Line) (in full International 
Date Line) an imaginary north-south Ime through 
the Pacific Ocean, to the east of which the date is a 
day earlier than it is to the west. 2 a line at the head 
of a dispatch or special arucle in a newspaper 
showing the date and place of writing. 

date rape 7. rape by a person with whom one is on 
a date. 

date stamp e /. 1 an adjustable rubber stamp etc. 
used to record a date. 2 the impression made by 
this. @ z.fx \date-stamp) mark with a date stamp. 

dative Gram. @ ». the case of nouns and pronouns 
fand words in grammatical agreement with them, 
indicating an indirect object or recipient. @ adj. of 
or in the dative. [based on Latin dare ‘to give’ 

datum =». {//. data: see par\) 1 a piece of inforia- 
tion. 2 a thing known or granted; an assuniption or 
premiss from which inferences may be drawn. 3 a 
fixed starting point of a scale etc. (datum line). 
|Latin, literally “taing given’| 

datara 7. any poisonous plant of the genus Datura, 
e.g. the thorn apple. [from Hindi] 

daub e 2:/, 1 spread (paint, plaster, or some other 
thick substance) crudely or roughly. 2 coat or smear 
a surface: with paint etc. 3 a ,also abso/.) pamt 
crudely or unskilfully. b lay (colours) on crudely 
and clumsily. e 7. 2 paint or other substance 
daubed ona surface. 2 plaster, clay, etc., for coating 
a surface. esp. mixed with straw and applied to 


day centre 


laths or wattles to form a wall. > warre ann DAUB. 
3 a crude painting. [from Latin dealbare ‘to white- 
wash’| o dauber n. 

daube /dohb/ n. a stew of braised meat with wine 
etc. [French] 

daughter 7. 1 a girl or woman in relation to either 
or both of her parents. 2 a female descendant. 
3 (foll. by of) a female member of a family, nation, 
etc. 4 {foll. by of) a woman who is regarded as the 
spiritual descendant of, or as spiritually attached to, 
a person or thing. [Old English] o daughterly ad). 

daughter-in-law 7. (//. daughters-in-law) the 
wife of one’s son. 

daunt »./7, discourage, intimidate. [based on Latin 
domare ‘to tame’| O daunting adj. dauntingly adv. 

dauntless adj. intrepid, persevering. 

dauphin n. fst. the eldest son of the King of 
France. [French] 

Davenport 7. 1 Ari. an ornamental writing desk 
with drawers and a sloping surface for writing. 2 US 
a large heavily upholstered sofa. [probably from 
Captain Davenport, for whom early examples of the 
desk were made (18th c.)] 

davit 7. a small crane on board a ship. [from Old 
French, based on the name David] 

Davy 1. ((/. -ies) > (in full Davy 
lamp) a miner’s safety lamp 
with the flame enclosed by wire 
gauze. [nained after Sir H. Davy, 
English chemist, 1778 1829, who 
invented it| 

Davy Jones 2. slang (in full Davy 
Jones’s locker) the bottom of the 
sea, esp. regarded as the grave of 
those drowned at sea. 

dawdle ». 1 int. a walk slowly and 
idly. b delay; waste time. 2 ¢ (foll. 
by away) waste (time). 

dawn e 1. 1 daybreak. 2 the beym- 
ning of something. @ wintz 1 (of a 
day) begin; grow light. 2 (often foll. 


by on, upon) begin to become 
evident or understood (by a 
person). [from earlier dawning, 
related to pay] 0 dawning 1. Davy 
dawn chorus 7. the singing of LAMP 


many birds at the break of day. 
day . 1 the time between sunrise and sunset. 2 a 
period of 24 hours as a unit of time. 3 daylight 
(clear as day). 4 the time in a day during which 
work is normally done (an eight-hour day). 
5 a (also pl.) a period of the past or present (the 
modern day; the old days). b (prec. by the) the present 
time (¢he issues of the day). 6 the prime of a person’s 
life (haze had my day; in my day things were different). 7 a 
point of time (zz// do it one day). 8 the date of a 
particular festival or event (graduation day; pay day; 
Christmas Day). 9 a particular date; a date agreed 
on. 10 a day’s endeavour, or the period of an 
endeavour, esp. as brmging success (zz the day) 
call it a day end a period of activity, esp. satis- 
ied that enough has been done. day by day 
gradually, day in, day out routinely, constantly. 
day of rest the sabbath. from day one from the 
yeginning. one of these days before very long. 
one of those days a day when things go badly. 
that will be the day collog. that will never happen. 
this day and age the present time or period. 
Old English] 
daybed 1. a bed for daytime rest. 


day-boy 1. (fem. day-girl) Bri. a boy or girl educated 
at a boarding school whilst living at home. 

daybreak 7. the first appearance of light in the 
morning, 

day care 7). (often hyphenated when affrih.) 1 the 
supervision of young children during the working 
day. 2 the care provided by a day centre. 

day centre 1. (also day care centre) a place 
providing care for the elderly or handicapped 
during the day, 
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D 


daydream 


daydream e #i. 2 pleasant fantasy or reverie. @ vin: 
indulge m this. 

Day-Glo e ». fropr a make of fluorescent paint or 
other colouring. @ adj. coloured with or hike this. 

daylight n. 1 the light of day. 2 dawn (be/on 
daylight), 3 a openness, publicity. b open kuowl- 
edge. 4 a visible gap or interval. 5 (in pl.) colfog. 
one’s life or consciousness (beal the living daylights out 
of then). 0 see daylight begin to understand what 
was previously obscure. 

daylight robbery 1. By. collog. a blatantly exces- 
sive charge. 

daylight saving 7. the achicving of longer evening 
daylight, esp. in summer, by setting the time an 
hour ahead of the standard ume. 

day nursery 7. a nursery where children are 
looked after durmg the working day. 

day off n. a day’s holiday. 

Day of Judgement 7. = Ji cist Dy. 

day of reckoning 7. the time when something 
must be atoned for or avenged. 

day out ». Bri. an excursion for a cay. 

day release 7. S7i/. a system of allowing employees 
days off work for education. 

day return 1. Bri. a fare or ticket at a reduced rate 
for a journey out and back in one day, 

day room 7. a room, esp. a communal room in an 
institution, used during the clay. 

day school x. a school for pupils living at home. 

daytime 7. the part of the day when there is 
natural light. 

day-to-day adj, mundane, routine. 

day trip ». a trip or excursion completed in one 
day. a day tripper 7. Br/. 

daze e 7. stupefy, bewilder. @ 7. a state of confusion 
or bewilderment iin @ daze). [based on Old Norse 
dasathr ‘weary | 0 dazedly ade 

dazzle e ¢./, 1 blind temporarily or confuse the 
sight of by an excess of light. 2 impress or over- 
power (a person) with knowledge, ability. or any 
brilliant display or prospect. @ 7. bright confusing 
light. [related to paz] O dazzlement n. dazzler n. 
dazzling ad). dazzlingly adi. 

GB abbr. decibel(s). 

DC abbr 1 ialso de direct current. 2 District of 
Columbia. 

DCL abbr. Doctor of Civil Law. 

DD abby. Doctor of Divinity. 

D-Day n. 1 the day 16 June 1944) on which Alhed 
forces invaded northern France. 2 the day on which 
an Important operation is to begin or a change to 
take effect. [D: abbreviation of day] 

DDT adh: dichlorociphenyltrichlorocthane, 
a synthetii organic compound used as 
an insecticide, but now widely banned 
for its damaging cffects on wildlife. 

de- prefi, 1 forming verbs and their deri- 
vatives: a down, away dewend). 
b completely (declare: denude). 2 added 
to verbs and their derivatives to form 
verbs and nouns implying removal o1 
reversal cdecentralize: de-ice). 

deacon 2. 1 (in episcopal Churches) a 
minister of the third order, below bishop 

priest. 2 un Nonconformis! 

Churches; a lay officer attending to a 

congregations secular affairs. 3 an the 

early Church) an appointed minister of 
charity. [from Greck diahonos “servant | 


ant 


deaconess 7. 2 wonian in the early Church 
ancl in senie modern Churches with func- 
tions analogous to a deacon’s. 
deactivate @/: make inactive or less reac- 
tive. GO deactivation 1. 
dead e ad. 1 no longer alive. 2 colloy. extremely 
ted or unwell. 3 benumbect wy fragers an dead 
4 foll. by fo) insensitive to, 5 ne longer effec uve 
or in use: extinct. 6 of 
no Jonger burning: extinguished. 7 inanimate 


a match. of Coal. 


DEADLY NIGHTSHADE 
iLdropa belladonna 


8 a lacking force or vigour. b (of sound) not reso- 
nant. 9 a quict; lacking activity (/he dead season). 
b motionless, idle. 10 a (of a microphone, tele- 
phone, etc.) not transmitting any sound. b (of a 
circuit, conductor, etc.) carrying or transmitting no 
current (a@ dead battery). 11 (of the ball in a game) out 
of play, 12 abrupt, complete (come to a dead stop, a 
dead faint; in dead silence). @ ad:. Y absolutely, exactly. 
completely (dead on target; dead level, dead tired). 2 Brit. 
colloy. very, extremely (dead easy). @ n. (prec. by the) 


1 {treated as pi.) those who have died. 2 a ume of 


silence or inactivity (the dead of night). O dead to the 
world collog. fast asleep; unconscious. [Old 
English] 0 deadness n. 
deadbeat e «ij. (usu. dead beat when predic.) collog. 
exhausted. ev. 1 collog. an idle, feckless, or cisrep- 
utable person. 2 US slang a person constantly m debt. 
deadbolt n. esp. US a bolt engaged by turning a 
knob or key, rather than by spring action, 
dead cert Bri. sce crt. 
dead duck |. co/log. an unsuccessful or uscless 
person or thing. 
deaden «1 & & inl. deprive of or lose vitality. 
force, brightness, sound, feeling, ete. 2 / (toll. by do) 
make insensitive. 
dead end 7. 1 a closed end of a road, passage, ete. 
2 (often, with hyphen, afi.) a situation offering no 
prospects of progress. 
dead hand 7. an oppressive persisting influence. 
dead-head e 7. 1 Bril. a faded flower head. 2 calloy. 
a passenger or member of an audience who has 
made use of a free ticket. 3 collog. a useless person. 
e@ 7/r remove dead-heads from (a plant). 
dead heat ». 1 a race in which two or more compet- 
tors finish exactly level. 2 the result of such a race. 
dead language v. a language no longer spoken. 
dead letter 7. 1 a law or practice no longer 
observed or recognized. 2 an unclaimed or un- 
delivered letter. 
deadline 7. @ time limit lor the completion of an 
activity ctc. 
deadlock e 7. 1 a situation, esp. one mvolving 
opposing parties, in which no progress can be 
made, 2 a type of lock requiring a key to open o1 
close it. @ ude & int, bring or come to a standsull. 
dead loss 7. 1 collog. a useless person or thing 2 a 
complete loss. 
deadly e ad). (deadlier. deadliest) 1 a causing or 
able to cause fatal injury or serious clamage. 
b poisonous (dead/y snake). 2 intense, extreme (deadly 
dullness). 3 (of an aim etc.) extremely accurate or 
effective. 4 deathlike (deadly pallor). 3 collog. Areary, 
cull. 6 implacable. @ adz. 1 like death; as if dead 
(deadly faint). 2 extremely, intensely (deadly serious). 
a deadliness n. 
deadly nightshade 7. <a highly poiso- 
nous plant, tropa —helladonna, with 
drooping purple flowers and black 
cherry-lke fruit. 
deadly sin 2. a sin regarded 
as leading to danmmation, esp. 
pride, covetousness, lust, glut- 
tony, envy, anger, or sloth, 
dead man’s handle 7. (als« 
dead man’s pedal) a 
controlling clevice on an clec- 
tric train allowing power to be 
connected only as long as the 
operator presses on it. 
dead march /. 4 funeral march. 
dead nettle x. a plant of the 
genus Lamium or a related genus 
of the munt family, having netile- 
like leaves but without sanging 
heirs. 
dead on ad). exactly right. 
deadpan ad). & ad. lacking expression or emotion. 
dead reckoning ». calculation of a ship's posiuon 
from the log, compass, ctc., when observations are 
Wm] aif sil ale, 


dear 


dead ringer see KINcrR. 

dead set 7. a determined attack or attempt. 

dead shot n. person who shoots extremely accu- 
rately. AS 

dead weight n. (also dead-weight) 1 a an inert 
mass. b a heavy burden. 2 a debt not covered by 
asscts. 3 the total weight carried on a ship. 

dead wood 1. collog. one or more useless people or 
things. 

deaf adj. 1 wholly or partly without hearing (deaf in 
one ear). 2 (foll. by é) refusing to listen or comply. 
3 insensitive to harmony, rhythm, etc. (tone-deaf). 
O fall on deaf ears be ignored. turn a deaf ear 
he unresponsive. [Old English] 5 deafness 7. 

deaf aid x. Bri. a hearing aid. 

deaf-blind adj. (of a person) both deaf and blind. 

deafen 2/1 (often as deafening adj.) overpower 
with sound, 2 deprive of hearing by noise, esp. 
temporarily, 0 deafeningly ade: 

deaf mute 1. a person who is both deaf and dumb. 


a Usage The term deaf mule is now generally 
avoided in favour of the term profoundly deaf. If 
complete unambiguity is needed, deaf without speech 
can be used, 


deal! e ». (past and pas! part. dealt) 1 int: a (foll. by 
with) take measures concerning (a problem, person, 
ctc.), esp. in order to put something right. b (foll. by 
ith) do business with; associate with. ¢ (foll. by wzéh) 
discuss or treat (a subject). d (often foll. by 47) 
behave in a specified way towards a person (dealt 
honourably by them). 2 intr. (foll. by im) sell or be 
concerned with commercially (deals in insurance). 3 tr 
distribute or apportion to several people etc. 4 é 
valso absol.) distribute icards) to players. 5 i cause to 
be received; administer (deal a heavy blow). 6 tr assign 
as a share or deserts to a person (Providence deall them 
much happiness). @ n. 1 (usu. a good or great deal) 
aa large amount (a good deal of trouble). b to a consid- 
erable extent (is a reat deal betler\. 2 a business 
arrangement; a transaction. 3 a specified form of 
treatment (gare them a rough deal; got a fair deal). 
4 a the distribution o{ cards by dealing. b a player’s 
turn to do this (//) my deal). ¢ the round of play 
following this. d a set of hands dealt to players. 
o it’s a deal collog.*expressmg assent to an agree- 
ment. [Old English] 

deal® n. 1 fir or pine timber. 2 a board of this 
tunber. {from Middle Dutch dele ‘plank’ | 

dealer 7. 1 a person or business dealing in (esp. 
retail) goods (contact your dealer, car-dealer). 2 the 
player dealing at cards. 3 a jobber on the Stock 
Exchange. 0 dealership 7. (in sense 1). 


s Usage [he term dealer in sense 3 was officially 
replaced hy broker-dealer in 1986 (see Usage Note at 
BROKRT KI 


dealings 1.)/. contacts or transactions. 0 have 
dealings with associate with. 

dealt pas! and past part, of piv". 

dean'». 1 a the head of the chapter of a cathedhal 
or collegiate church. b (usu. rural dean) Brit. a 
member of the clergy exercising supervision over a 
group of parochial clergy within a division of an 
archdeaconry. 2 a a college or university official 
with disciplinary and advisory functions. b the 
head of a university faculty or department or of a 
medical school. [based on Late Latin decanus “chief 
of a group of ten’| 

dean® var, of pin. 

deanery 2. (/)/. -ies) 1 a clean’s house or office. 
2 Brit. the group of parishes presided over by a 
rural dean, 

dear e ad). 1 a beloved or much esteemed. b as a 
merely polite or ironic form (my dear man). 2 used as 
a formula of address, esp. at the beginning of 
letters (Dear Sin. 3 voften foll. by to) precious: much 
cherished. 4 (usu. in superl.) earnest (ny deares! wish). 
5 a high-priced relative to its value. b having high 
prices. @ 7, (csp. as a form of address) dear person. 


dearie 


@ adv, at great cost (buy cheap and sell dear, will pay 
dear). @ inl. expressing surprise, dismay, pity, etc. 
(dear me!; oh dear!, dear, dear!). [Old English] 

dearie 7. (esp. as a form of acldress) usu. joc. or iron. 
my dear. 0 dearie me! int. expressing surprise, 
dismay, etc. 

Dear John 7. (often atin.) collog. a letter terminating 
a personal relationship. 

dearly adv. 1 affectionately, fondly (loved him dearly). 
2 a earnestly; keenly. b very much, greatly (would 
dearly love to go), 3 at great cost. 

dearth 7. scarcity or lack. [Middle English] 

death 7. 1 the ending of life. 2 the event that termi- 
nates life. 3 a the fact or process of being killed or 
killing (stone to death). b the fact or state of being 
cleacl (eyes closed in death; thew deaths caused rioting). 
4 the destruction or permanent cessation of some- 
thing (the death of our hopes). 5 (usu. Death) a 
personification of death, usu. represented by a 
skeleton. 6 a lack of religious faith or spiritual life. 
0 at death’s door close to death. be the death of 
1 cause the death of. 2 be very harmful to. catch 
one’s death of cold collog. catch a serious chill 
etc. do to death 1 overdo. 2 kill. fate worse than 
death collog. a disastrous misfortune or experience. 
like death warmed up (or ['S over) collog. very 
tired or ill. put to death kill: execute. to death to 
the utmost, extremely (bored to death). [Old Enetish| 
0 deathless adj. deathlike adj. 

deathbed 7. a bed as the place where a person is 
dying or has died. 

death blow 2. 1 a blow or other action that causes 
death. 2 an event or circumstance that abruptly 
ends an activity, enterprise, etc. 

death camp 2. a prison camp in which many 
people die or are put to death. 

death certificate 7. an official statement of the 
cause and date and place of a person’s death, 

death duty x. Bri. fis!. a tax levied on property 
afier the owner’s death. 

deathly e adj. (deathlier, deathliest) suggestive 
of death (deathly silence). @ adv. in a deathly way 

(deathly pale). 

death mask 7. < a cast 
taken of a dead person's 
face. 
death penalty 2. pun- 
ishment by being put to 
death. 
death rate 7. the 
number of deaths per 
thousand of population 
per year. 

death rattle 1. a gureling 

sound sometimes heard ina 

dying person's throat. 


death row 1. with 
reference to the US; a prison 
block or section for prison- 
ers sentenced to death. 
death squad 7 in 
arined paramilitary group 
formed to kill poliucal 
enemies ete. 
death tax 7. (Sa tax on 
property payable on the 
owner's death. 
death toll . the numbe 
of people killed in an accident, battle, ete, 
death trap 2. collog. a dangerous building, vehicle, 
ete. 


iesp. 


DEATH MASK ()| 
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death warrant 7. 1 an order foi 

the execution of a condemned 
person. 2 anything that causes the. 
end of an established practice cte. 
death-watch 1. (in full death- 
watch beetle; » a small beetle, 
Nestobium ruforillosum, which makes a 
sound like a watch ticking, once supposed 
to portend death. 


death wish 7. a desire (usu. unconscious) for the 
death of oneself or another. 

deb 2. collog. a debutante. 

debacle /day-bah-kl/ n. (also débacle) 1 a an 
utter defeat or failure. b a sudden collapse or down- 
fall. 2 a confused rush or rout; a stampede. 3 aa 
break-up of ice in a river, with resultant flooding. 
b a sudden rush of water carrying along blocks of 
stone and other debris. [French] 

debag w/x (debagged, debagging) Bri. slang 
remove the trousers of (a person), esp. as a joke. 

debar «/ (debarred, debarring) (foll. by from) 
exclude from admission or from a right; prohibit 
from an action (was debarred from entering). [from 
French débarrer] 

debark' v.47; & intr. land from a ship. [from French 
débarquer| 

debark? #7; remove the bark from (a tree). 

debase 2/1 lower in quality, value, or character. 
2 depreciate (coin) by alloying etc. 0 debasement 
n. debaser 71. 

debatable ad. 1 questionable; subject to dispute. 
2 capable of being debated. 0 debatably ad. 

debate e 7. 1 ¢: (also abso/.) discuss or dispute about 
(an issue, proposal, etc.), esp. formally in a legisla- 
tive assembly, public meeting, etc. 2 a fr consider or 
ponder (a matter), b wi. consider different sides of 
a quesuon. @ 7. La formal discussion on a particu- 
lar matter, esp. in a legislative assembly ete. 
2 debating, discussion (open to debate). [from Old 
French] o debater n. 

debauch e 2/7, 1 corrupt morally, 2 make intem- 
perate or sensually indulgent. 3 deprave or cdebase 
laste or judgement). 4 ‘as debauched adj.) 
dissolute. @ n. 1 a bout of sensual indulgence. 
2 debauchery. [from Old French deshaucher| 

debauchee pn. a person given to excessive sensual 
indulgence. 

debauchery 7. excessive sensual indulgence; licen- 
HOUSNeSS. 

debenture ». 1 Br/. an acknowledgement of 
inclebtedness, esp. a bond of a company or corpo- 
ration acknowledgimg a debt and providing for 
payment of interest at fixed intervals. 2 (in full 
debenture bond: US a fixed-interest bond of a 
company or corporation, backed by general creclit 
rather than specified assets. [based on Latin deber 
‘to owe’] 

debilitate «./, cofeeble. cnervate. a debilitation 1, 

debility 1». fcebleness. esp. of health. [based on 
Latin debilis ‘weak | 

debit e 7. 1 (in bookkeeping) a an entry recording a 
sum owed. b the sum recorded. ¢ the total of such 
sums. 2 the debit side of an account. @ alr. 
debited, debiting) 1 (foll. by against, fo) enter (an 
amount: on the debit side of an account (debited 
£500 against me). 2 foll. by wih) enter .a person) on 
the debit side of an account «dehiled me with £900). 
[from Laun debitun “debv| 

debit card ». a card allowing the holder to transfer 
money from one bank account to another via a 
computer terminal when making a purchase ete. 

debonair /deb-on-air/ ad). carefree, cheerful, self- 
assured. [from Old French debonaue, from de bon ain 
‘of good disposition’ | 

debouch ».in/, 1 (of troops or a stream) issue from 
a ravine, wood, etc., into open ground, 2 (of a river, 
road, etc.) merge into a larger body or area, [from 
French débaucher| 

debridement J fed. the removal of diinaged tissuc 


or foreign mater from a wound etc. JF, lit. 
‘unbridling’| 
debrief &/. collog. interrogate (a person: about 


a completed mission or undertakn 
0 debriefing 1. 
debris /deb-rvc/ 1. 


MCLs, 


@ 
1a 


scattered lrag- 
esp. ol 
something wrecked 
or cdestroved. 2 Geol. 
an accumulation of 


DEATH-WATCH 
BEETLE 1 \es/obium 
rufowllosuny 


Decalogue 


loose material, e.g, from rocks or plants. [from 
obsolete French débriser ‘to break down’ | 

debt 1. 1 something that is owed, esp. money. 2 a 
state of obligation to pay something owed (i debt). 
O in a person’s debt under an obligation to a 
person. [based on Latin debée “to owe’| 

debt of honour 7. a clebt not legally recoverable, 
esp. a sum lost im gambling. 

debtor n. a person who owes a debt. 

debug «/: (debugged. debugging) 1 remove 
concealed listening devices from (a room etc.). 
2 identify and remove defects from (a machine, 
computer program, etc.). 3 delouse. 

debugger 7. Compuling a program for debugging 
other programs. 

debunk 2/7, o/log. 1 show the good reputation of (a 
person, institution, etc.) to be spurious, 2 expose 
the falseness of (a claim etc.). 0 debunker n. 

debut /day-bew/ 1. (also début) 1 the first public 
appearance of a performer on stage etc.; the open- 
ing performance of a show etc. 2 the first 
appearance of a debutante in society. [from French 
débuter to lead off | 

debutant /deb-yoo-tahng/ n. (also debutant) a 
male performer making his first public appearance. 
[related to punt 1] 

debutante /deb-yoo-tahnt/ n. (also débutante) 
1 a jusu, wealthy) young woman making her social 
debut. 2 a female performer making her first public 
appearance. frelated to prsv1| 

Dec. abhi. December. 

deca- comb. form (also dec- before a vowel) 1 having 
ten. 2 tenfold. 3 ten (decagram; decalitre). [fron Greek 
deka ten’ | 

decade x, 1 a period of ten years. 2 a series or 
group of ten. [based on Greek deka ‘ten’] 

decadence /dek-a-dénss/ 2. 1 moral or cultural 
deterioration, esp. after a peak or culmination of 
achievement. 2 decadent behaviour: a state of 
decadence. [from French, related to pecay] 

decadent /dek-a-dént/ e ad. 1 a in a state of 
moral or cultural deterioration; showing or charac- 
terized by decadence. b of a period of decadence. 
2 self-inclulgent. @ ». a decadent person. 0 deca- 
dently ad. 

decaf (also decaff, @ ». collog. decaffcinated coffee. 
e adj. decafemated. 

decaffeinate «fr 1 remove the caffeine from. 
2 reduce the quantity of caffeine in. 

decagon 1. ¥ a plane figure with ten sides and 
aneles. 

decahedron 7». | //. decahedra or decahedrons 


v a solid figure with ten faces. 


. i 


DECAGON DECAHEDRON 


decal »., collog. = mic awcomaniy 2. 

decalcify ¢:/7, \-ies, -ied) remove lime or calcareous 
matter from (a bone, tooth. ctc.). o decalcifica- 
tion 7. 

decalcomania n. [8 1 a process of transferring 
designs from specially prepared paper to the 
surface of glass, porcelain, etc, 2a picture or design 
used in or made by this process. [based on French 
déevalquer “to transter’| 

decalitre 7. ({\s decaliter) a metric unit of cap- 
acity. equal to 10 litres. 

Decalogue ». the Ten Commandments \given by 
God to Moses on Mount Sinai Exod. 20: 1 171. 
|ftom Greek phrase hoi fogat “the Ten 
Commandments | 


deka 


decametre 


decametre ». ([\S decameter) a mctric unit of 
length, equal to 10 metres. 
decamp «ini, 1 break up or leave a camp. 2 depart 
suddenly; abscond. [from French décamper| 
decanal adj. 1 of a dean or deanery. 2 of the south 
side of a choir, the side on which the dean sits. 
[based on Late Latin decanus (see vevx)| 
decant v./r 1 gradually pour off (liquid) from one 
container to another, esp. without disturbmg the 
sediment. 2 collog. wansfer as if by pouring. [based 
on Greck kanthos ‘corner of the eye’, used of the lip 
of a beaker] 
decanter 7. a stoppered glass container into which 
wine or spirit is decanted. 
decapitate w./ 1 behead. 2 cut the head or end 
from. [based on Latin capul “head’| o decapita- 
tion )). 
decapod 7. 1 ¥ any crustacean of the order 
Decapoda, characterized by five pairs of walking 
legs. 2 any of various cephalo- 
pod molluscs haying ten 
tentacles, [from Greck deka 
‘ten’ + prous podos foo] 


DECAPOD: !1 RROWET) 
CRAB CVantho mncisuy) 


decarbonize wi: (also -ise remove carbon o1 
carbonaceous cleposits from (an internal-combustion 
engine ete 

decathlon 7. an athletic contest m which cach 
competitor takes part mm ten events. [from Greek 
deha ‘ten’ + athlon contest] 0 decathlete w. 

decay e@. 1 a init, rot, decompose. b / cause to rot 
or decompose. 2 wir & tr. dechne or cause to 
decline in quality, power, wealth, energy, beauty, 
ete. 3 intr, Physics (usu. foll. by fo) (of a substance 
etc.) undergo change by radioactivity. @ u. 1a 
rotten state; a process of wasting away. 2 a decline 
in health, quality, ete. 3 Physics a change into 
another substance etc. by radioactivity. 4 decayed 
ussue. [based on Latin cadere ‘to fall] 

decease jformal csp. law @ 1. death. @ vintx die. 
[based on Latin decesyus “gone away ] 


deceased /orma/e@ adj, dead. @ n. (usu. prec. by the) a 
person who has died. esp. recently. 

deceit ». 1 the act or process of deceiving, 2 a 
dishonest trick or stratagem. 3 
deceive. 

deceitful ad. 1 (of a person, using deceit. 2 (of an 
act, practice, ete.) mtended to deceive. o deceit- 
fully ad:. deceitfulness 11 

deceive ¢: 1 ¢ make (a person, believe what is filse 
nuslead purposely. 2 #. be unfaithful to, esp. sexu- 
ally. 3 7/x use deceit. O be deceived be mistaken 
or deluded. deceive oneself persist in a mistaken 
elief. [from Latin decipere ‘to catch by guile’) 
D deceiver 7 


a tendency to 


decelerate i. 1 int, & fh. begin or cause to begin to 
reduce speed. 2 4 make slower decelerated motion 
based on yori vt | O deceleration 1 
December ». the twelfth month of the year. [origi- 
nally the tenth month of the Roman vear: Latin. 
lyased ou decem “ter | 
decency ”.( fi. -ies 1 generally accepted standards 
of behaviour or propriety, 2 avoidance of obscen- 
itv. Buin pl ithe requirements of correct belaview 
from Latin decentia ‘appropriatenes 


decennial adj. 1 lasting ten years. 2 recurring every 
ten years. [based on Latin decem ‘ten’ + annus ‘year’] 

decent «dj. 1 a conforming with generally accepted 
standards of behayvieur or propriety. b avoiding 
obscenity. 2 respectable. 3 acceptable; good 
enough. 4 Brit. kind, obliging (was decent enough to 
apologize). [from Latin decent- ‘being  fitting’] 
a decently adi. 

decentralize »./: (also -ise} 1 transfer (powers etc.) 
from a central to a local authority, 2 reorganize on 
the basis of greater local autonomy. 0 decentral- 
ist n. @ adj. decentralization 7. 

decentre »i, (U/S decenter) remove the centre 
from. 

deception 1. 1 the act or an instance of deceiving; 
the process of being deceived. 2 a thing that 
deceives. 

deceptive adj. apt to deccive; easily mistaken for 
something else or as having a different quality. 
o deceptively adi. 

deci- comb. form one-tenth decilitre, decimetre). [from 
Latin decimus tenth’ | 

decibel 7. a unit (one-tenth of a bel) used in the 
comparison of two power levels relating to electri- 
cal signals or sound intensities. 

decide ©. 1 a inf. come to a resolution as a result of 
consideration. b / have or reach as one’s resolution 
about something (decided lo stay; decided that we should 
leave). 2 ly. a cause {a person) to reach a resoluuon 
(was unsure about going but the weather decided me). 
b resolve or setile (a question, clispute, ete.). 3 intr 
give a judgement. {from Latin decidere ‘to cut off] 

decided adj. 1 \usu. afib.) definite. unquestionable 
(a decided difference). 2 having clear opinions; resolute, 
not vacillating. 

decidedly ad. undoubtedly, undeniably. 

decider ». 1 a game, race. ctc., to decide between 
competitors finishing equal iu a previous contest, 
2 any person or thing that decides. 

deciduous ad). 1 W yof a tree) shedding its leaves 
annually, & reo, 2 (of leaves, horns, teeth, etc.) 
shed periodically, [based on Latin cadere “to fall] 


oak in full 


vak m winter summer foliage 


DECIDUOUS O\K IN WINILR 


Sa SUNG 


decigram 1. (also decigramme) a metric unit of 


mass, equal to Q.1 gram. 

decilitre ». ((S deciliter) a metric unil of capac- 
ity, equal to 0.1 litre. 

decimal e «ad. 1 (of a system of numbers, weights, 
measures, ete.) based on the number ten. in which 
the smaller units are related to the principal units as 
powers of ten (units, tens, hunclreds, thousands, ete.). 
2 of tenths or ten; reckoning or proceeding by tens. 
ena decimal fracuon. {from Latin decamus tenth’ | 


decimal fraction 7. a fraction whose denominator 


is a power of ten, esp. When expressed positionally 
by units to the right of a decimal point 
decimalize ../). \lso -ise; 1 express as a decimal. 
2 convert to a decimal system, o decimalization i. 
decimal place ». the position of a digit to the right 
of a decimal pomt. 
decimal point ». a full point or dot placed before 
the numerator in a clecimal fraction. 


declension 


decimate «.f, 1 disp. kill or remoye a large propor- 
tion of. 2 orig. Vil. kill or remove one in every ten 
of. [from Latin decimare “to take the tenth man’] 
o decimation 71. ~ 


a Usage Sense | is now the usual sense of decimate 
although it is often deplored as an mappropriate 
use. This word should not be used to mean “defeat 
utterly’. 


decimetre 7. (l’S decimeter) a metric unit of 
length, equal to 0.1 metre. 

decipher 2/7 1 convert (a text written in cipher) 
into an intelligible script or language. 2 determine 
the meaning of (anything obscure or unclear). 
co decipherable ad). decipherment 7. 

decision n. 1 the act or process of deciding. 2 a 
conelusion or resolution reached after considera- 
tion (have made my decision). 3 a the setulement of a 
question. b a formal judgement. 4 resoluteness. 
[from Latin decisio] 

decisive adj. 1 that decides an issue; conclusive. 
2 able to decide quickly and effectively, a deci- 
sively adi. decisiveness 7. 

deck e 7. 1 a a platform in a ship covering all or 
part of the hull’s area at any level and serving as a 
floor, & PRR, HOVERCRAFT, SAILING BoAL. b the accom- 
modation on a particular deck of a ship. 2 a floor 
or compartment of a bus. 3 a component or unit in 
sound-reproduction equipment that incorporates a 
playing or recording mechanism for discs, tapes, 
ete. 4.\. Amer. a pack of cards. 5 s/ang the ground. 
6 any floor or platform, esp. the floor of a pier or a 
platlorm for sunbathing. @ «fz 1 decorate, adorn. 
2 furnish with or cover as a deck. 3 slang knock (a 
person) to the ground: floor. o below deck (or 
decks) in or into the space below the main deck. 
on deck 1 in the open air on a ship’s main deck. 
2 esp. US ready for action, work, etc. [from Middle 
Dutch dec ‘roof, cloak} 

deckchair 7. a {olding chair of wood and canvas. 

-decker com. form having a specified number of 
decks or layers (double-decker). 

deckhand 7. a person employed in cleaning and 
odd jobs on a ship’s deck. 

deckle edge ». the rough uncut edge of (esp. hand- 
made) paper. 0 deckle-edged adj. 

declaim ». 1 ity. @ fr. speak or utter rhetorically or 
affectedly. 2 mir practise oratory or recitation. 
3 intr: (foll. by against) protest forcefully. [from Latin 
declamare| 0 declamation n. declamatory ad). 

declaration n. 1 the act or process of declaring. 
2 a formal, emphatic, or deliberate statement or 
amnouncement. 

declarative e adj. 1 a of the nature of, or making, 
a declaration. b Gram. (of a sentence) that takes the 
form of a simple statement. 2 Computing designat- 
ing high-level programming languages which can 
be used to solve problems without requiring the 
programuner to specify an exact procedure to be 
followed. @ n. 1 a declaratory statement or act. 
2 Gram. a declarative sentence. 0 declaratively 
adv. 

declare 7. I fy, announce openly or formally (declare 
war), 2 i pronounce to be something (declared it 
meahd). 3 tr. vusu. foll. by that + clause) assert 
emphaucally. 4 ( acknowledge possession of 
idutiable goods, income, etc.). 5 ir (as declared 
ad.) who admits to being such (a declared atheist). 6 ty 
(also. ahsol.) Cricket close (an innings} voluntarily 
before all the wickets have fallen. 7 &@ calso absol 
Cardy name (the trump suit). 8 if. (foll. by for. 
against) take the side of one party or another. 
Go declare oneself reveal one’s intentions or iden- 
lity. [based on Latin clarws “clear’] o declaratory 
adj. declarer n. 

declassify «/ |-ies, -ied; declare (information 
ete.) to be no longer secret. o declassification 7. 
declension 1. 1 (yam. a the variation of the form 
of a noun, pronoun, or adjective. by which 
its grammatical case, number, and gender are 


declination 


identified. b the class in which a noun etc. is put 
according to the exact form of this variation. 
2 deterioration, declining. [related to prc.inr] 
o declensional ad). 

declination 7. 1 a downward bend or turn. 
2 Astron. the angular distance of a star etc. north or 
south of the celestial equator. 3 the angular devia- 
tion of a compass needle from true north. 
D declinational wd). 

decline e @. 1 iniz. lose strength or vigour; decrease. 
2 tr. (also absol.) a reply with formal courtesy that 
one will not accept (an invitation etc.). b refuse, esp. 
formally and courteously (declined to do anything). 
3 mir. slope downwards. 4 intr. bend down, droop. 
5 tr. Gram. state the forms of (a noun, pronoun, or 
adjective) corresponding to cases, number, and 
gender. 6 intr (of a day, life, etc.) draw to a close. 
7 tr bend down. @ n. 1 gradual loss of vigour or 
excellence (on the decline). 2 decay, deterioration. 
3 the Sun’s gradual setting; the last part of the 
course (of the Sun, of fife, etc.). 4 a fall in price. 
[based on Latin clinare ‘to bend’| 0 declinable adj. 
decliner v. 

declining years 7.}/. old age. 

declivity n. (p/. -ies) a downward slope. [based on 
Latin clivus ‘slope’] o declivitous adj. 

declutch «int, disengage the clutch of a motor 
vehicle. 


decoction 7. 1 concentration of. or extraction of 


the essence of, a substance by boiling in water ete. 
2 the extracted Liquor. [based on Latin coguere “to boil’| 
decode »./, convert (a coded message) into intclh- 
gible language. o decodable adj. 
decoder 7. 1 9 a person or thing that decodes. 2 an 
electronic device for analysing signals and feeding 
separate amplifier channels. 


screwdriver 


lweezers 


paper 
tapie 


t ode 


setting letter 


dial , 
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decoke Brit. collog. @ v.f, remove carhon or carbona- 
ceous material from (an internal-combustion 
engine). @ 7. the process of cdecoking, 


décolletage /day-kol-tahzh/ n. a low neckline of 


a woman’s dress etc. [French| 

décolleté /day-kol-¢-tay/ @ adj. (also décolletee) 
1 (of a dress etc.) having a low neckline. 2 (of a 
woman) wearing a dress with a low neckline. @ 7. a 
low neckline. [French] 

decolonize ii. (also -ise) (of a state) withdraw 
from (a colony), leaving it independent. 0 decolo- 
nization /. 

decommission 7./, 1 close down (a nuclear reac- 
tor ctc.), 2 take (a ship) out of se rvice. 

decompose ». 1 mir decay, rot; disintegrate. 2 pb 
separate into elements o1 simpler consutuents: 
cause to decay or rot. [from French décompover| 
0 decomposition 1 


decompress uy, subject to decompression; relicve 
or reduce the compression on. 

decompression . 1 release from compression. 2 a 
gradual reduction of air pressure on a person who has 
been subjected to high pressure (esp. underwater). 

decompression chamber 7. y an enclosed space 
for subjecting a person to decompression. 


oxygen flor medical lock for passing 
valve through food 

P i _ and water 
S a 2 


5 chamber 


\ main 
entrance 


oxygen 
cylinder 


DECOMPRESSION CHAMBER 


decompression sickness 7. a condition caused 
by too rapid decompression, resulting in the forma- 
tion of nitrogen bubbles in the tissues. 

decompressor n. Bri/. a device for reducing pres- 
sure in the engine of a motor vehicle. 

decongestant e «adj. that relieves (esp. nasal) 
congestion. ® 7. a medicmal agent that relieves 
nasal congestion. 

deconsecrate »./ transfer (esp. a building) from 
sacred to secular use. GO deconsecration 1. 

deconstruction 1, a method of critical analysis of 
philosophical and literary language. [from French] 
Oo deconstruct vii deconstructionism 7. 
deconstructionist adj. G 7, deconstructive ad). 

decontaminate 2./, remove contamination from, 
0 decontamination /, 

decontextualize w/; (also -ise) study or treat in 
isolation from its context. D decontextualization ». 

decontrol e «./. .decontrolled, decontrolling, 
release (a commodity ete.) from controls or restric- 
tions, esp. those imposed by the State. e 7, the act of 
decontrolling. 

decor /day-kor/ 2. (also décor) 1 the furnishing 
and decoration of a room ete. 2 the decoration and 
scenery of a stage. [related to pic or vt] 

decorate i:/ 1 provide with adornments. 2 esp. Brit. 
provide {a room ete.) with new paint, wallpaper, ete, 
3 serve as an adornment to. 4 confer an award or 
distinction on, [based on Latin deus -ors “beauty’] 

decoration 7. 1 the process or art of decorating. 
2 a thing that decorates or serves as an ornament. 
3 a medal etc. conferred as an honour. 4 (in pl.; flags 
etc. put up on an occasion of public celebration. 

decorative «adj. scrving to decorate. a decora- 
tively adv, decorativeness 1. 

decorator //. a person who decorates, esp. Brit. one 
who paints or papers houses professionally; 

decorum /cli-kor-iim/ 7. polite dignified bchay- 
iour. OG decorous «d). 

découpage 2. the decoration of 
surfaces with paper cut-outs. 
[French, literally “cutting out | 

decouple «./r separate, clisen- 
cage. dissociate. 

decoy /dee-koy/ en 1m a 
person or thing used to lure an 
animal or person mto a trap or 
danger, 2 a bait or enticement. 
e «fr (often foll. by ato, out of 
allure or entice, esp. using a 


decoy. [1 7th-century comage] DECOY DUCKS 


deem 


decrease @ «:/, © ini. make or become smaller or 
fewer, @ x. 1 the act or an instance of decreasing. 
2 the amount by which a thing decreases. [based on 
Latin crescere ‘to grow’] O decreasingly adv. 

decree e x. 1 an official order issued by a legal 
authority, 2 a judgement or decision of certain law 
courts. @ viz (decrees, decreed, decreeing) 
ordain by decree. [based on Latin decernere “to 
decide’] 

decree absolute 7. Bri. a final order for divorce, 
enabling either party to remarry. 

decree nisi /ny-sy/ 7. Brit. a provisional order for 
divorce, made absolute within a fixed period. [nis1: 
Latin, literally “unless’] 

decrement 7). 1 Physics the ratio of the amplitudes 
in successive cycles of a damped oscillation. 2 the 
amount lost by diminution or waste. 3 the act of 
decreasing. [related to pecreasr] 

decrepit adj. weakened or worn out by age, infir- 
mity or long use. [based on Latin crepare ‘to creak’] 
o decrepitude n. 

decretal /di-kree-tal/ n. 1 a papal decree. 2 (in p/.) 
a collection of these, forming part of canon law. 
[from Late Latin (epistola) decretals ‘(letter) of 
lee ree | 

decriminalize »./y; (also -ise) cease to treat as crim- 
inal. O decriminalization ». 

decry wl (-ies, -ied) disparage, belittle. [from 
French décrer] O decrier n. 

decrypt w./7 decipher (a cryptogram). 0 decryp- 
tion n. 

dedicate w/v, 1 (foll. by é0) devote (esp. oneself) to a 
special task or purpose, 2 foll. by /o) address (a hook 
ete.) as a compliment to a frend, patron, cte. 
3 (often foll. by /2) devote (a building etc.) to a deity 
or purpose. 4 (as dedicated adj.) a (of a person) 
devoted to an aim or vocation. b (of equipment, 
esp. a computer) designed for a specific purpose. 
[based on Latin dicare ‘to declare’) 0 dedicatee 1. 
dedicative adj. dedicator n. dedicatory ad). 

dedication 1. 1 the act or an instance of dedicat- 
ing; the process or quality of being dedicated. 2 a 
dedicatory inscripuion, 

deduce ». ¢7; (often foll. by from) mfer; draw as a logi- 
cal conclusion, [based on Latin ducere ‘to lead’] 
0 deducible ad). 

deduct «./r. (often foll. by from) subtract, take away 
(an amount, portion, etc.). [based on Latin deductus 
‘led away, withdrawn | 

deductible e ad. that may be deducted, esp. from 
tax to be paid or taxable income. @ 7. US = races 7. 
t. a deductibility 7. 

deduction ». 1 a the act of cleducting. b an amount 
deducted. 2 a the inferring of particular instances 
lrom a general law. b a conclusion deduced. 


deductive «ad. of or reasoning by deduction. 
0 deductively ade. 
dee n. 1 the leuter D. 2 a thing shaped Like this. 
deed e 7. 1 a thing done intentionally or 
consciously. 2 a brave, skilful, or conspicuous act. 
3 actual fact or performance (kind in word and deed ). 
4 Law a written or printed document often used for 
a legal transfer of ownership and bearing the 
clisposer’s signature, @ v./z CS convey or transfer by 
legal deed. [Old English] 
deed of covenant 7. Bri!. an agreement to pay a 
specified amount regularly to a charity etc.. 
enabling the recipient to recover the tax paid by 
the donor on an equivalent amount of income. 
deed poll x. esp. Brit. a deed made and 
executed by one 
Y party only. esp. 
. to change one’s 
name. 
deejay 2. 
disc jockey: 


collog. a 


deem wit formal re- 
gard. consider, judve 


{Old English] 


de-emphasize 


de-emphasize «/7; (also -ise) 1 remove emphasis 
from. 2 reduce emphasis on. 

deemster 7. a judve in the Isle of Man. 

deep e ad). 1 a cxtending far down from the top (deep 
hole). b extending far in from the surface or edge 
(deep border). 2 \ predic.) a extending to a specified 
depth (zeater six feet deep. ankle-deep in mud). b ma 
specified number of ranks one behind another 
tsoldiers six deep). 3 situated far down or back (hands 
deep in his pockets), 4 coming or brought from far 
down or in (deep sigh). 5 low-pitched, full-toned, not 
shrill (deep voice). 6 intense, vivid, extreme (deep 
disgrace). 7 heartlelt, absorbing (deep affection. 
8 pred.) fully absorbed or overwhelmed (deep in a 
book). 9 profound, penetrating, not superficial (deep 
thinker, deep mnvight), 10 collog. cunning or secretive (a 
deep une}. @ n. 1 (prec. by the) poet. the sea. 2 a decp 
part of the sea. 3 an abyss, pit, or cavity. 4 a deep 
state (deep of the night). 5 poet. a mysterious region of 
thought or fecling. @ adv. 1 deeply; far down or in (dig 
deep). 2 Sport ata distance from the batsman or other 
focus of play. 0 go off (or go in off | the deep end 
collog. give way to anger or emotuon, in deep water 
for waters) in trouble or difficulty. jwmp jor be 
thrown) in at the deep end face a difficult prob- 
lem, undertaking, ete., with little experience of 11. 
{Old English] o deeply ad. deepness 1. 

deepen i:/, & ini make or become deep or deeper. 

deep-freeze e 7. 1 a refrigerator in which food can 
be quickly frozen and kept at a very low tempera- 
ture. 2 a suspension of activity. @ af (-froze, 
-frozen) freeze or store (food) ma deep-freeze. 

deep-fry «7 (|-fries, -fried) {ry (food) in an 
amount of fat or oil sufficient to cover it. 

deep-laid «dj. (of a scheme) secret and elaborate. 

deep-rooted «dj. (esp. of conyicuons) firmly estab- 
lishecl. 

deep-seated «dj. (of emotion, discase, etc.) firmly 
established, profound. 

deep space ». the regions beyond the solar system 
or the Earth’s atmosphere. 

deep-vein thrombosis », thrombosis in a vein 
lying deep below the skin, esp. in the legs. 


DEER 
Deer are ruminant, eyen-toed, hooled 
mamiunals, found throughout Europe, Asia, 
and North and South America. With the 
exception of reindeer, only male deer bear 
antlers. During the breccling season, bucks 
use their antlers as weapons in lights for the 
favour of females. Most species are 
gregarious, living in herds with 

elaborate social organization. 


RLINDLER 
Raneifer tarandus: 


TALLOW DELR 
tGercus dama) 


deer 7. ( p/. samc) ¥ any hoofed grazing or browsing 
animal of the fainily Cervidac, the males of which 
[Old 


usu. have deciduous branching antlers. 
English| 

deerstalker 7. 1 » a soft cloth cap 
with peaks in front and behind and 
ear-flaps. 2 Brit. a person who 
stalks deer. 

de-escalate ifr reduce the 
level or intensity of. a de- 
escalation #/. 

deface v./: 1 spoil the appear- 
ance of. 2 make ilegible. [from 
Old French] a defaceable adj. 
defacement 7. defacer 7. 

de facto e adi. in fact, whether by right or not. @ ad). 
that exists or is such in fact (@ de facto ruler). [Latin] 

defalcate /dee-{il-kayt/ v.znir. formal misappropri- 
ate property in one’s charge, esp. money. [from 
medieval Latin defaleare ‘to lop’| o defaleator n. 

defalcation 7. /ormal 1 Lae aa misappropriation of 
money. b an amount misappropriated, 2 a short- 
coming. 

defame »./, attack the good reputation of. [based 
on Latin fama *report’| 0 defamation 7. defama- 
tory ad). 

default e 7. 1 failure to fulfil an obligation. 2 lack, 
absence. 3 a pre-selected option adopted by a 
computer program unui an alternative is specified. 
@¢. 1 inte fail to fulfil an obligation. 2 f#. declare (a 
party) in default and give judgement against that 
party. O by default 1 because of inaction. 
2 because of a lack of opposition, go by default 
fail by default. [from Old French defadla “to fail’) 

defaulter ». a person who defaults, esp. Brit. a 
soldier guilty of a military offence. 

defeat e @./, 1 overcome ina battle or other vontest. 
2 frustrate, baffle. 3 reject (a motion ete.) by voting. 
e 7. the act or an instance of deleating or being 
defeated. [based on Latin facere ‘to do’) 

defeatism 7. 1 an excessive readiness to accept 
defeat. 2 conduct conducive to this. o defeatist 1. 
& adj. 


RED DLER 
Cervus elaphus) 


< 


“ty 


2” Ss 


NEQOST. 


[hes alee 


DEERSTALKER 


deficit 


defecate /def-é-kayt/ winin discharge faeces from 
the body. fbased on Latin jfaex faecis ‘dregs’] 
0 defecation i. 
defect en. /dee-fekt/ 1 lack of something essen- 

tial; imperfection. 2 a shortcoming, 3 a blemish. 

e@ wins /di-fekt/ abandon one’s country, 

cause, etc. in favour of another. [from 

Latin deficere ‘to desert, fail’] 0 defection 
n. defector n. 
defective e adj. 1 having a defect or 
defects; incomplete, faulty. 2 archaic or 

offens. mentally handicapped. 3 (usu. 
foll. by in) lacking, deficient. @ 1. archaic or 

offers. a mentally handicapped person. 

a defectively adv. defectiveness n. 

defence 2. ({'S defense) 1 the act of defending 
from or resisting attack. 2 a a means of resisting 
attack. b a thing that protects. e the military 
resources of a country. 3 (in pl.) fortifications. 
4 a justification, vindication. b a speech or piece of 
writing uscd to this end. 5a the defendant's case in 
a lawsuit. b co/log. the counsel for the defendant. 
6 a the action or role of defending one’s goal ete. 
against attack. b the players in a team who perform 
this role. [from Latin defensum ‘thing defended’ 
o defenceless adj. defencelessly adi. defence- 
lessness 7. 

defenceman 7. (!\‘ defenseman) , //. -men) (in 
ice hockey and lacrosse) a player in a defensive 
posiuon. 

defend »./7. (also absol.) 1 (often foll. by against, from) 
resist an attack made on: protect. 2 uphold by argu- 
ment. 3 conduct the case for (a defendant in a 
lawsuit). 4 compete to retain (a title) in a contest. 
5 absol. (in various sports ancl games) resist attacks, 
scoring, ete. [rom Latin defendere] 0 defender 1. 

defendant 7. a person etc. sued or accused in a 
court of law, 

defenestration #7. /orma/ or joc. the action of throw- 
ing (esp. a person) outpf a window. [based on Latin 
faotia window | a defenestrate ..//. 

defense US var. of piivver. 

defenseman ('S var. of purincemn. 

defensible adj. 1 supportable by argument. 2 that 
can be easily defended militarily. o defensibility 
n. defensibly adv. * 

defensive adj. 1 done or intended for defence or to 
defend. 2 (of a person or attitude) concerned to 
challenge criticism. 0 on the defensive 1 expect- 
ing criticism. 2 in an attitude or position of 
defence. a defensively adv. defensiveness 1. 

defer! «i; (deferred, deferring) postpone. 
{related to oivii.n| oO deferment 7. deferrable ad). 
deferral 1. 

defer? »:in/; \deferred. deferring) (foll. by /o) yield 
or make concessions. [based on Latin ferre ‘to 
bring’| o deferrer n. 

deference n. 1 courteous regard, respect 
2 compliance with the advice or wishes of another. 

deferential «adj. showing deference; respectful. 
O deferentially ad. 


defiance 7. open disobedience: bold resistance. 
O in defiance of clisregarding: in conflict with. 
[irom Old French defiance] 

defiant «dj. showing defiance; openly disobedient, 

0 defiantly «de. 
defibrillation 7. \/ed. the stopping of fibrilla- 
tion of the heart. 0 defibrillator ». 
deficiency 7. ( /)/. -ies) 1 the state or condition 

of being deficient. 2 (usu. foll. by of) a lack or 
shortage. 3 a thing lacking. 4 the amount by which 
a thing. esp. revenue, falls short. 

deficiency disease 7. a disease caused by the lack 
of some essential element in the cet. 

deficient aj. 1 (usu. loll. by a incomplete; insufli- 
cient ina quality. 2 insufficient in quantity, force, 
etc. 3 (in full mentally deficient; aichaic or offens. 
having a mental handicap. [from Latin deficient- 
‘forsaking, lailing’| 0 deficiently ad. 

deficit 7. 1 the amount by which a thing (esp. a sum 


defile 


of money) is too small. 2 an excess of habilities over 
assets. [from Lan, literally ‘it is wanting’ | 

defile! v./, 1 make dirty; pollute. 2 corrupt. 3 dese- 
crate. [from Old French defouler ‘to trample down’ | 
u defilement x. defiler 7. 

defile? e x. 1 a narrow way. 2 a gorge. @ v.intz, march 
in file. [from French] 

define ». (7; 1 give the exact meaning of (a word etc.). 
2 describe or explain the scope of (define one’s posi- 
tion). 3 make clear, esp. in outline (well-defined image). 
4 mark out the limits of. 5 (of properties) make up 
the total character of. [based on Latin /iis ‘end’] 
O definable ad. definer n. 

definite @ adj. 1 having exact and discernible limits. 
2 clear and distinct; not vague. 3 certain, sure (a 
definite offer; is u definite thal he was there’). @ n. a defi- 
nite thing, esp. Gram. a noun denoting a definite 
thing or object. 0 definiteness n. 


m Usage See Usage Note at priinirive. 


definite article 7. Gram. the word (the in English, 
preceding a noun and implying a specific or pre- 
viously mentioned instance (as in the book on the table: 
the art of government). 

definite integral 7. .\/a/h. an integral expressed as 
the difference between the values of the integral at 
specified upper and lower limits of the indepen- 
dent variable. 

definitely e adv. 1 ina definite manner. 2 certainly: 
without doubt. @ int. collog. yes, certainly. 

definition 7. 1 a the act or process of defining. ba 
statement of the meaning of a word or the nature 
of a thing. 2 a the degree of distinctness in outline 
of an object or image (esp. of an image produced 
by a lens or shown in a photograph or on a cinema 
or television screen). b making or being distinct in 
outhne. 6 definitional ad). 

definitive adj. 1 (of an answer, treaty, etc.) decisive, 
final. 2 (of an edition of a book etc.) most authori- 
tative. 3 (of a postage stainp) for permanent use, 
not special or commemorative ete. O definitively 
adv. 


m Usage In sense |, definitive is often confused with 
definite, which does not have connotations ol 
authority and conclusiveness: a definite no is a firm 
refusal, whereas a@ definitive no is an authoritative 
judgement or decision that something is not the 
case. 


deflagrate vi: & inir burn away with sudden 
flame. Oo deflagration n. 

deflate 7. l a # let air or gas out of. b intr be 
emptied of air or gas. 2 a fr cause to lose confi- 
dence or conceit. b intr: lose confidence. 3 Econ. a fi. 
subject (a currency or economy) to deflation. b mir. 
pursue a policy of deflation. 4 . reduce the inpor- 
tance of, depreciate. 0 deflator 7 

deflation 1. 1 the act or process of deflating o1 
heing deflated. 2 Econ. reduction of the amount of 
money in circulation to increase its value as #1 
measure against inflation. 3 Geol. the removal of 
particles of rock etc. by the wind. 0 deflationary 
adj. deflationist n. & ad). 

deflect v 1 t @ intr. bend or turn aside from a 
straight course or intended purpose. 2 (often foll. 
ly from) a tr, cause to deviate. b alr. deviate, [based 
on Latin flectere ‘to bend | 

deflection ». (also deflexion) I the act or process 
of deflecting or being deflected. 2 a lateral bend o1 
turn; a deviation, 3 Physics the displacement of a 
pomter on a measuring instrument from its zero 
posiuon, 

deflector n. a thing that deflects, esp. a device for 
deflecting a flow of air ete. 

deflower «1 deprive (esp. a woman: of virgimity 
2 ravage, spoil. 3 strip of flowers. [based on Laun 
flos floris flower | 

defoliate 2/7, remove leaves from. [based on Laan 
jolium ‘leaf’| 0 defoliant n. & adj. defoliation 1 
defoliator 1. 


DEFOREST: RECLNILY DEPOREST LD HILLSIDE 


deforest 2./ A clear of forests or trees. O defor- 
estation 7. 


deform 7. 1 / make ugly. deface. 2 ¢: put out of 


shape. 3 ini undergo deformation; be deformed. 
{based on Latin forma ‘shape’] o deformable ad), 
deformation ». 

deformed adj. of a person or limb) misshapen, 

deformity 7. (//. -ies) 1 the state of being 
deformed: ugliness, disfigurement. 2 a malforma- 
tion, esp. of body or limb. 

defraud »./7: (often foll. by of) cheat by lraud. [from 
Latin defraudare| 0 defrauder 7. 

defray ¢./, provide money to pay (a cost). [based on 
medieval Latin fredum ‘fine tor breach of the 
peace’| G defrayable ad). defrayal n. defray- 
ment /. 

defrock «i: deprive (a person of 
status. {from French défoquer} 


ecclesiastical 


defrost *. 1 /; remove frost or ice from (a retrigera- 
tor, windscreen, etc.). 2 fn unfreeze frozen food). 
3 it. become unfrozen, O defroster 1, 

deft adj. neatly skilful or dexterous: adroit. [Middle 
English. in obsolete sense “meek'| 0 deftly adv. 
deftness ". 

defunct «dj. 1 no longer existing, 2 no longer used 
or in fashion. [from Latin defunctus “dead’| 

defuse »./ 1 remove the fuse from yan explosive 
deviec). 2 reduce the tension or potential danger in 
a crisis, difficulty, ete 

defy :.1). |-ies, -ied) 1 resist openly; refuse to obey. 
2 present insuperable obstacles to (defies solution). 
3 doll. by fo + infin.) challenge ya person) to do 
something. [based ou Latin dus faithful] 

degenerate e «dj. having lost the qualities that are 
normal and desirable or proper to its kind. @ 7. a 
degenerate person or animal. e vii become 
degenerate. [based on Latin genus erty “race’| 
o degeneracy 7). degenerately «ad:. degenera- 
tion ”. 

degenerative «uj. 1 of or tending to degeneration. 
2 (of disease) characterized by progressive. often 
irreversible. deterioration 

degrade 2/7; 1 reduce to a lower rank. esp. as a 
punishment. 2 bring into cdishonour or contempt 
3 clehase (degraded water quality). 4 ¢ reduce toa 
simpler molecular structure. 3 Piysviey 
energy) toa less convertible form. Jbased on Latin 
wadus ‘step | a degradable adj. degradation 1 
degradative «ij. 


reduce 


delectation 


degrading adj. humiliating 0 degradingly ad. 

degrease #:/, remove unwanted grease or fat from. 
0 degreaser 7. 

degree 1. 1 a stage in an ascending or descending 
scale or process. 2 a stage in intensity or amount (771 
some degree). 3 relative condition (each ts good in us 
deuree). 4 Math. a unit of measurement of angles. 
5 Physics a unit in a scale of temperature, hardness, 
etc. 6 .\ ed. each of a set of grades (usu. three) used 
to classify burns (often attrib.: third-degree burns). 7 an 
academic rank conferred usu. after examination or 
on completion of a course. 8 a grade of criminality 
(murder in the first degree). 9 a step in direct genealogi- 
cal descent. 10 social or official rank. o by degrees 
a little at a time; gradually. to a degree collog. 
considerably. [based on Latin gradus ‘step’ | 

degrees of comparison see COMPARISON. 

degrees of frost see raost. 

dehorn 2/7, remove the horns from (an animal). 

dehumanize 2.7: (also -ise) 1 deprive of human 
characteristics. 2 make impersonal or machine- 
like. o dehumanization 7. 

dehumidify »/:: (-ies, -ied) reduce the degree of 
humidity of; remove moisture from (esp. air). 
o dehumidification 7. dehumidifier 7. 

dehydrate ». I a remove water from (esp. foods 
for preservation). b make dry, esp. make (the body) 
deficient in water. c render lifeless or uninteresting. 
2 init: lose water. 0 dehydration n. dehydrator 7. 

de-ice «(7 remove ice from, or prevent its formation 
on. 0 de-icer 7. 

deify /dee-i-l\, day-i-fy/ wiz (-ies, -ied) 1 make a 
god of, 2 regard or worship as a god. [based on 
Latin deus *god’| 0 deification n. 

deign /dayn/ w.inir (foll. by fo + infin.) think fit, 
condescend. |based on Latin dgnus ‘worthy’ | 


deinstitutionalize «./, (also -ise) (usu. as deinsti- 
tutionalized adj.) remove from an institution or 
from the effects of institutional life. o deinstitu- 
tionalization 1. 

deism /dee-izm, day-izm/ n. reasoned belief in 
the existence of a supreme being. [based on Latin 
deus *god’| o deist n. deistic adj. deistical ad). 

deity /dee-it, day--icc/ 
n. (pl. -ies) 1 ® a god or 
goddess. 2 divine status, 
quality, or nature. 3 (the 
Deity) God. |from eccle- 
siastical Latin deztas| 

déja vu /day-zhah voo/ n. 
(also deja vu 1 Psychol. an 
illusory feeling of having 
already experienced a 
present situation, 2 ted- 
ious familiarity. [French, 
literally ‘already scen’| 

deject wir usu. as 
dejected «dj.) make sad 
or dispirited; — depress. 
[based on Latin dejectus 
‘thrown down] 5 dejyect- 
edly ad. dejection n. 

de jure /dee joor-i/ @ ad), 
rightlul, @ ade, rightfully; 
by right. [Latin| 

delay ev. 1 & postpone: 
defer, 2 &. make late (teas delayed at the traffic lights) 
3 intr loiter, be late yon? delay! ). en. 1 the act or an 
instance of delaying; the process of being delayed. 
2 time lost by this. 3 a hindrance. [from Old 
French} a delayer n. 

delayed action 7. lryphenated when aftib.: the 
operation of something, esp. a bomb or camera. 
some time after being primed or set. 

delectable adj, esp. {iterary or joc. delighttul, deli- 
cious. [based on Latin delight’| 
0 delectably «ad 

delectation ». /i/ea) pleasure. enjoyment sang fo) 
hay delectation 


DEITY: PAINTING 
DLPICTING LHL HInpe 
DEITY GANUSH 


deleclare “to 


delegate 


delegate e 7. 1 an clected representative sent to a 
conference. 2 a member of a committee or depu- 
tation. @ viz, 1 (often foll. by /o) a commit (authority 
etc.) to an agent or deputy. b entrust (a task) to 
another person. 2 send or authorize (a person) as a 
representative. [from Latin — delegalus “sent, 
assigned’| Oo delegable adj. delegator 7. 

delegation 1. 1 a body of delegates. 2 the act or 
process of delegating or being delegated. 

delete «./; remove or obliterate (written or printed 
matter), esp. by striking out. [from Latin delére] 
O deletion ». 

deleterious adj, harmful (to the mind or body). 
{from Greek déeifroy ‘noxious’| 0 deleteriously ade. 

delft 7. ‘also delftware 1 > 
glazed, usu. blue and white, 
earthenware, made in Delft in 
Holland. 2 similar earthenware 
made in England. 

deli 1. (p/. delis, collog. = vii 
CATLSSLN. 

deliberate e adj. 1 a intentional. 
b fully considered; not impul- 
sive. 2 (of movement ete.) 
unhurried. @ ¢. 1 mf. think care- 
fully; take counsel (the jury 
deliberated for an hour). 2 tr 
consider, discuss carefully. [based 
on Latin bra balanee’| 0 deliberately ad. delib- 
erateness !. 

deliberation 7. 1 careful consideration. 2 a 
debate; discussion. 3a caution and care. b vof 
movement) slowness or poncderousness. 

deliberative adj. of. or appointed for the purpose 
of, deliberation or debate (a deliberative assembly). 

delicacy ». (//. -ies; 1 the quality of being deheate. 
2 a choice or expensive food. 

delicate adj. 1 a finc in texture or structure; soft. 
slender, or slight. b (of colour, flavour, etc.) subtle 
or subdued. 2 :of a person) easily injured: suscepti- 
ble to illness. 3 a requiring sensitive handling: 
tricky (@ delicate situation). b (of an instrument) highly 
sensitive. 4 deft (a delicate touch). 5 \of a person; 
avoiding the vulgar or offensive. 6 (esp. of actions 
considerate, [Middle English] a delicately adv. 
delicateness 1. 

delicatessen 7. 1 a shop selling esp. exotic cooked 
meats, cheeses, ete. 2 yoften altriby such foods. 
flbased on French délicat ‘delicate’ | 

delicious adj. 1 highly delightful and enjoyable to 
the sense of taste or smell. 2 (of a joke ete.) very 
witty or much appreciated. [based on Latin deliciae 
‘delight’| 0 deliciously adv. deliciousness 1. 

delight e ¢. 1 fr: (often foll. by cezth, or that + clause, 
or fo + infin.; please greatly. 2 mlx (often foll. by m, 
or fo + infin. take great pleasure; be highly pleased. 


DELTA 

As a river enters the sea it suddenly slows 
down. Its capacity lor carrying sediment 
decreases and it may drop part of its sediment 


DIE Sallis 


eres Oe 


Say 


DELFT: DELFTWA\RE 


@ 7. 1 great pleasure. 2 something giving pleasure. 
[from Latin delectare| 0 delighted ad). delightedly 
ado, 

delightful adj. causing delight; very pleasant, 
charming, o delightfully ad:. delightfulness 7. 

delimit »/; (delimited, delimiting) determine 
the limits or boundary of [based on Latin dines -itis 
‘boundary’| o delimitation 1. 

delineate v7. portray by drawing etc. or in words. 
[based on Latin /imea ‘line’| 0 delineation 7. 

delinquent e 7. an offender (juvenzle delinquent). 
@ adj. 1 guilty of a minor crime or a misdeed. 2 fail- 
ing in one’s duty. 3 US in arrears. [from Latin 
delinquent- ‘ofiending’) 0 delinquency 
n. (pl. tes). delinquently adi. 

deliquesce ¢. ini; 1 become liquid, melt. 
2 Chem. dissolve in water absorbed from 
the aix [from Latin dehquescere “to melt 
away'| G deliquescence rn. deliques- 
cent «dj. 

delirious adj. 1 affected with delirium; 
temporarily or apparendy mad; raving, 
2 wildly excited, ecstatic. 0 deliriously 
adr. 

delirium 7». 1 an acutcly disordered 
state of mind involvine incoherent 
speech, halhucmations, and frenzied 
excitement. 2 great excitement, ecstasy. 

Latin, based on delirare ‘to becdleranged’) 


TILL 


delirium tremens 7. a psychosis of chronic alco- 
holism involving tremors and hallucinations. 
Latin| 

deliver vf; 1 a convey and 
ordered goods, etc.) to the addressee or the 
ourchaser. b (often foll. by fo: hand over (delivered the 
hoy safely to his teacher). 2 (often foll. by from) save, 
set free (delivered him from his enemies). 
3 a give birth to (delivered a girl). b (in passive, often 
oll. by of) give birth (zeas delivered of a child ). © assist 
at the birth of (delivered sia babies thal week). d assist in 
giving birth (delivered the patient successfully, & (often 
refl., utter or recite (an opinion, a speech, a judge- 
ment, etc.) (delivered himself of the observation. delivered 
the sermon well). 5 (often foll, by up, over) abandon: 
surrender; hand over (delivered his suul up to God). 
6 launch or aim (a blow, a ball, or an attack). 
7 (absol.) collog. = deliver the goods. O deliver the 
goods volloy. carry out one’s part of an agreement. 
[trom Old racy delivrer, related to umRavt] 
0 deliverable adj). G n. deliverer n. 


hand over (mail, 


rescuc. OF 


deliverance 1. 1 * act Or an instance of rescuing; 
the process of being rescued. 2 a rescue. 

delivery 1. //, -1es) 1 a the delivering of letters ct. 
b something delivered. 2 a the process of child- 


birth. b an act of this. 3 deliverance. 4 an act of 


pitching, esp. of a ericket ball. 5 the act of giving or 


load in a huge fan of alluvial deposits called 
a delta. Often the river splits up into many 
smaller branches called distributaries. 


ia 


VMODIELD CUSPYTEL oNIGLR: 


demand 


surrendering (delivery of the town to the enemy. 6 the 
manner or style of uttering a speech etc. 0 take 
delivery of receive (something purchased). 

dell 7. a small usu. wooded hollow or valley. [Old 
English] 

delouse «:/ rid (a person or animal) of lice. 

Delphic adj. (also Delphian) 1 (of an uttcrance, 
prophecy, etc.) obscure, ambiguous, or enigmatic. 
2 of or concerning the ancient Greek oracle at 
Delphi. 

delphinium 7. (//, delphiniums) any garden 
plant of the genus Delphinium (buttercup family), 
with tall spikes of usu. blue flowers. [based on 

Greck delphin ‘dolphin’, from the shape of the spur] 

delta ». 1 ¥ a triangular tract of deposited earth, 
alluvium, etc., at the mouth of a river, formed by its 
diverging outlets. > supimenr. 2 the fourth letter of 
the Greek alphabet (A, 8). [from Phoenician] 
oO deltaic ad). 

delta wing //. ¥ the triangular swept- 
back wing of an aircraft, & rGHIER 


DELTA WING: MIRAGL 2000C 
WILH DELTA WINGS 


JE) TIGHTER 


deltoid 7. (in full deltoid muscle) a thick triangu- 
lar muscle covering the shoulder jomt and used for 
raising the arm away fom the body, & muscuiarurE 

delude 7/7 deceive oy mislead. [based on Latin 
ludere “to play’| 

deluge e 1. 1 a great flood. 2 (the Deluge) the 
biblical Flood (Gen. 6-8). 3 a great outpouring (of 
words, paper, etc.). 4°a heavy fall of rain. @ utr 
1 flood. 2 Faundate: with a great number or amount 
(deluged with complaints: {from Latin, related to /avare 
‘to wash] 

delusion 7. 1 a false belief or impression. 2 Prychol. 
this as a symptom or form of mental disorder. 
[from Late Latin deluso| a delusional ad). 

delusions of grandeur 7.//. a false idea of 
oneself as being important, noble, famous, ete. 

delusive 1d). deceptive or unveal. o delusively ad. 
delusiveness /, 

de luxe adj. 1 Juxurious or sumptuous. 2 of a supe- 
rior kind. [French| 

delve v. 1 intr, ,ofien foll. by in, into) a search ener- 
getically deleed into his pocket). b research (delved into 
his family history). 2 tr. G& intr. poet. dig. [Old English] 
a delver w. 

demagnetize 2!) (also -ise) remove the magnetic 
properties of. o demagnetization ». demag- 
netizer /i. 

demagogue 7). (U. S-gog)a political agitator appeal- 
ing to the basest instincts of a mob, [from Greek 
dénos “the people’ + agdgos ‘leading’) o dema- 
gogic adj. demagoguery 1). demagogy 1. 

demand e 7. 1 an insistent and peremptory 
request, made as of right. 2 Keon, the requirement 
of purchasers or consumers for a commodity 
(no demand for volid tyres these days). 3 an urgent claim 
ware of her mother makes demands on her. @ eb. Lioften 
foll. by of, from, or lo+ infin., or that+ clause) ask for 
(something) insistendy and urgently, as of right. 
2 require or need ta task demanding shill). 3 insist on 
being told (demanded her business). 4 (as demanding 
adj.) making demands; requiring: skill. effort, ete. 
(a demanding job}. 0 in demand sought after. on 
demand as soon as a demand is made (a cheque 
payable on demand). |based on Latin mandare “to 
order’ | 0 demandingly ade. 


demarcation 


demarcation 1. 1 the act of marking a boundary 
or limits. 2 Brit. the trade-union practice of strictly 
assigning specific jobs to different unions. [based 
on Spanish demarcar ‘to mark the bounds of"| 
c demarcate w./r. 

dematerialize vl. G intr (also -ise) make or 
become non-material or spiritual (esp. of psychic 
phenomena etc.). d dematerialization n. 

demean #/7: (often. rejl.) lower the dignity or status 
of. [related to mevn?] 

demeanour 7. (US demeanor) outward behay- 
iour or bearing. [related to mran?] 

demented ad. mad; crazy. [based on Latin mens mentis 
‘mind’] 0 dementedly ad. dementedness ». 

dementia /di-men-sha/ n. A\fed. a chronic or 
persistent disorder of the mental processes due to 
brain disease or injury. [Latin] 

dementia praecox /pree-koks/ 7. schizophre- 
nia. 

demerara 7. (in full demerara sugar) light 
brown cane sugar coming originally from Demer- 
ara. [from Demerara, a region of Guyana| 

demerge (7. separate (a business) from another. 

demerger 7. the act of demerging a business. 

demerit 7. 1 a quality or action deserving blame; a 
fault. 2 MN Amer a mark awarded against an 
olfender. 

demesne /di-mayn/ n. 1 aa sovercien’s or state's 
territory; a domain. b land attached to a mansion 
etc. c landed property; an estate. 2 (usu. foll. by of ) 
a region or sphere. [based on Latin dominus ‘lord’| 

demi- prefix 1 half; half-size. 2 partially or imper- 
fectly such (demigod). [from Latin dimidius ‘half | 

demigod 2. (jem. -goddess) 1 a partly divine 
being, 2 the oflspring of a god or goddess and a 
mortal. 

demijohn ». a large bulbous botue usu. in a wicker 
cover. & FERMENTATION 

demilitarize «/, (also -ise) remove a military 
organization or forces from (a frontier, a zone, etc.). 
Qo ec n. 

demi-monde n. 1 a class of women considered to 
be of doubtful social standing and morality. 2 any 
group considered to be on 
respectable society. [French, literally *half-world’] 

demimneralize ¢:/). (also -ise) remove salts from (sea 
water ctc.). O demineralization 7. 

demise /di-myz/ n. 1 death. 2 termination (demi 
of the agreement). [from Anglo-French, related to 
DISMiss] 

demisemiquaver n. Brit. Mus. a note having ie 
time value of half a semiquaver and represented by 
a large dot with a three-hooked stem. 

demist 2/ clear mist from (a windscreen etc.). 
c demister 7. 

demiurge 7. 1 the creator of the world in the works 
of the Greek philosopher Plato. 2 a heavenly being 
that controls the material world in the works 
of Gnostic philosophers. [Greek — demiourgo: 
‘craftsman | 

demo 7. (pi. -os; collog. 1 = vimoxsteaion 2, 3. 
2 (attrib) demonstrating the capabilues of 
computer software, a group of musicians, etc. (demo 
software: demo Lape). 

demob Byi/. colloy. @ +i: (demobbed, demob- 
bing) demobilizc. e 7, demobilization, 

demobilize #/; (also -ise) disband 
0 demobilization ». 

democracy 1. (//. -ies) 1 a system of government 
by the whole population, usu. through clected 
representatives. 2 a state so governed. 3 any organi- 
zation governed on democratic principles. [based 
on Greek démoy “the people’ 

democrat ». 1 an advocate of democracy 
2 Democrat) in the US) a member of the Demo- 
cratic Party. 

democratic adj. 1 of, like, practising, advocating, 
or constituting democracy or a democracy: 
2 favouring social equality. a democratically adi 


Mroops}. 


the fringes of 


democratize 7/7, (also -ise) make (a state, institu- 
tion, ete.) democratic. 0 democratization 7. 

demodulate «/: Physies 1 extract (a modulating 
signal) from its carrier. 2 separate a modulating 
signal from. 0 demodulation 7. demodulator 7. 

demography . the study of the statistics of births, 
deaths, disease, etc. [based on Greek demos ‘the 
people’] 0 demographer 7. demographic av). 
demographically adv. 

demolish ~/, 1 a pull down (a building). b com- 
pletely destroy or break. 2 refute (an argument, 
theory, etc.). 3 joc. eat up completely and quickly. 
[based on Latin molin ‘to construct’] 0 demol- 
isher 7. demolition 7. 

demon 2. 1 an evil spirit or devil. 2 \often attrib) a 
forceful or skilful performer (a demon player). 3 a 
cruel or destructive person. 4 \also daemon) a 
divinity or supernatural being in ancient Greece. 
{trom Greek damon “deity’] 

demonetize 1/7 (also -ise) withdraw (a coin etc.) 
from use as money. [based on Latin moneta ‘money |] 
co demonetization 7. 

demoniac /di-moh-ni-ak/ @ ad. = vimonic. 
@ 7. a person supposedly possessed by an evil 
spirit. 0 demoniacal adj. demoniacally 
adv. 

demonic ad). (also daemonic) 1 fiercely 
energetic or frenzied. 2 a supposedly 
possessed by an evil spirit. b of or 
concerning such possession. 3 having or 
seeming to have supernatural genius or 
p« wer. 

demonize «.//. (also -ise) 1 make into or like 
a demon. 2 represent as a demon. 0 demo- 
nization 7. 

demonolatry 2. the worship of demons. 

demonology 7. the study of demons ete, 

demonologist 7. 

demanstrable «dj. capable of being shown or logi- 
cally proved. o demonstrably «adv. 

demonstrate ». 1 f show evidence of (feclings 
ete.). 2 te describe and explain (a se ienufic proposi- 
tion, machine, ete.) by experiment, practical use, 


etc. 3 fa logically prove the truth of. b be proof of | 


the existence of. 4 mr take part mm or organize a 
public demonstration. [based on Latin monstrare “to 
show | 

demonstration 77. 1 (loll. by of) a the outward 
showing of feeling etc. b an instance of this, 2 a 
public mecting, march, ete., for a political or moral 
purpose. 3 aa practical exhibition or explanation 
of something, designed to teach or inform. b a 
practice ul clisplay of a piece of equipment to show 
its capabilities. 4 proof provided by logic, argu- 
ment, etc. 5 Ai a show of military force. 
co demonstrational ad). 

demonstrative e «dj. 1 given to or marked by an 
open expression of feeling, esp. of affection. 2 (usu, 
loll. by of) logically conc ines giving prool (the 
work is demonstrative of ther skill). 3 Gram. (of an 
adjective or pronoun; indicating the person or 
thing referred to (e.g. this. that, those, @ n. Giam. a 
demonstrative adjective or pronoun. O demon- 
stratively adi. 

demonstrator 7. 1 a person who takes part in a 
political demonstration etc. 2 a a person who 
demonstrates, esp. machines, equipment, etc., to 
prospective customers. b a machine, ctc., esp. a car, 
used for such demonstrations. 3 a person who 
(caches by demonstration, esp. in a laboratory ete, 

demoralize 7./7. (also -ise) destroy the morale of; 
inake hopeless. {from French démoraliser| 0 demor- 
alization 7. demoralizing ad). demoralizingly 
adi. 

demote =/), reduce to a 
0 demotion ». 

demotic e nv. the popwar colloquial form of modem 
Greek. @ ad). (esp. of language) popular, colloquial, o1 
vulgar, [based on Greek demos “the people’| 


lower rank or class. 


demotivate 2:1. (also absol.) cause to lose motiva- 


tion: discourage, O demotivation 7. 


DENARIUS: SILVER 
DENARIUS OF JULIUS 
CAESAR, 44 BC 


denier 


demur /di-mer/ @ vini, \demurred. demur- 
ring) 1 (often foll. by 40, af) raise scruples or 
objections. 2 Law put in a demurrer, @ 7. (also 
demurral) (usu. in neg.) Lan objection (agreed with- 
out demur). 2 the act or process of objecting, [based 
on Latin morari ‘to delay’] 

demure adj. (demurer, demurest) 1 quiet and 
reserved; modest. 2 affectedly shy and quiet; coy. 
| Middle English] o demurely adv, demureness 7. 

demurrer 7. an objection, esp. Law a pleading that 
an opponent's point is irrelevant. 

demystify v./, (-ies, -ied) clarify or remove the 
mystery from (obscure beliefs or subjects etc.). 
0 demystification 7. 

demythologize 7/7, (also -ise) remove mythical 
elements from (a legend, famous person’s life, etc.). 

dene x. 1 a wild animal’s lair. 2 a place of crime or 
vice (den of iniquity, opium den), 3 a a small private 
room or place for pursuing a hobby etc. b a hide- 
out or secret place for children. @ v.inir (denned, 
denning) live in or retreat to a den. {Old English] 

denarius 7. (/)/, denarii) < an ancient 

Roman silver coin, [Latin, literally 

‘(coin) of ten asses] 

denary adj. of ten; decimal. 
[based on Latin deni ‘by tens’] 
denationalize wf (also -ise) 
transfer (a nationalized mdustry 
or institution etc.) from public 
to private ownership. [from 
French dénationaliser| 0 denation- 

alization 1. 

denature »,/7, 1 change the proper- 
ties of (a protein etc.) by heat, 
acidity, etc. 2 make (alcohol) unfit 
for drinking, esp. by the addition of 
another substance. [from French 
dénaturer| 2 denaturation pn. 

dendrochronology 7. ¥ a system of dating using 
the annual growth rings of trees. [based on Greek 
dendron ‘wee’| GQ dendrochronological ad, 
dendrochronologist n. 


period of 
rapid growth be 


period of 


slow growth 


DENDROCHRONOLOGY: GROSS-SLO [TON 
HIIROUGH BISHOP PINE SHOWING GROWLH RINGS 


dendrology n. the scientific study of trees. [based 
on Greek dendron ‘tree’| a dendrological ad). 
dendrologist ». 

dene n. (also dean) Byi!. a narrow wooded 
{Old English] 

dengue /deng-gi/ x. an infectious viral disease 
transmitted by mosquitoes. [W. Indian Spanish, 
from Swahili] 

deniable ad). that may be denied. 0 deniability 1. 

denial ». 1 the act or an instance of denying, 2 a 
refusal of a request or wish. 


valley. 


denier /den-yer/ na unit of weight by which thi 
lineness of sik, rayon, or nylon yarn is measured. 
Joriginally the name of a small coin, from Latin 
denanus| 


denigrate 


denigrate w/. disparage the reputation of (a 
person). [based on Latin ner ‘black’ o denigra- 
tion 7. denigrator 7. denigratory «//). 

denim 7. 1 (often air.) a usu. blue hard-wearing 
cotton twill fabric used for jeans, overalls, ete. 2 (in p/.) 
collog. jeans, overalls, etc. made of this. [from French 
serve de Nimes ‘serge of Nimes’, a city in S. France| 

denizen 7. 1 (usu. foll. by of) an inhabitant or occu- 
pant. 2 Bri. a foreigner having certain rights in his or 
her adopted country. 3 a naturalized foreign word, 
animal, or plant. [from Old French deine ‘within’ 

denominate «i; 1 give a name to. 2 call or 
describe (a person or thing) as. [based on Latin 
denominatus named | 

denomination #7. ta Church or religious sect. 2 a 
class of units within a range 
numbers, weights, money, ete. money of small denam- 
nations). > BANKNOTL, 3 a name or designation, esp. 
a characteristic or class name. 

denominational adj. of or relating to a particular 
denomination. 0 denominationalism 7. 

denominator ». Vath. the number below the line 
in a vulvar fraction; a divisor. 

denote 7/7 Ll be a sign of; indicate (the arrow denoles 
direction). 2 (usu. toll. by that + clause) mean, convey. 
3 stand as a name for; signify. [based on Latin nota 
‘note’ | a denotation . denotative ad). 


a Usage See Usage Note at connoie. 


denouement /day-noo-mahn/ 1. (also dénoue- 
ment) the final unravelling of a plot or 
complicated situation. [from French dénouement, 
literally “unknottng’| 

denounce 2/). 1 accuse publicly; condemn. 2 in- 
form against. [based on Latin nuntiare ‘to make 
known | 6 denouncement 7. denouncer i. 
dense «dj. 1 closely compacted in substance: thick 
(dense fog). 2 crowded together the population is levy dense 
on the outskirts). 3 collog. stupid. [from Latin densus ‘thick, 
dense’| o densely ad:, denseness ». 


density . (//. -ies) 1 the degice of compactness of 


a substance. 2 Phyves degree of consistency 
measured by the quantity of mass per unit volume. 
3 the opacity of a photographic image. 4 a crowded 
stale. 

dent e 7. 1 a slight mark or hollow in a surface. 2 a 
noticeable effect ithe lavish lunch made a dent in our 
funds). @ vt, 1 mark with a dent. 2 have (esp. an 
adverse) effect on (/he neze's dented our hopes. [Middle 
English] 

dental adj. 1 of the teeth: of or relating to dentistry. 
2 Phonet. (of a consonant) produced with the 
tongue-tip against the upper front teeth (as fh) or 
the ridge of the teeth (as , d, f). [based on Latin 
deny dentis “tooth | 

dental floss 7. a type of thread used to clean 
between the teeth. 

dental surgeon ». a dentist. 

dentate ai). Bot. & Jol. woothed: serrated. 

dentifrice 7. a paste or powder for cleaning the 
teeth. [based on Latin deny dentis ‘tooth’ + fricare “to 
rul’| 

dentil 1. Archit. ¥ any of a series of small rectangu- 
lar blocks as a decoration under the moulding of a 
cornice in classical arclitectire. 


moulded 


Cornice 


DENTILS IN 
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dentil 


or sequence of 


dentine 7. (lS dentin) a hard dense bony tissue 
forming the bulk of a tooth. & ToovH 

dentist 1. a person who is qualified to treat the 
diseases and conditions that affect the mouth, jaws, 
tecth etc. o dentistry 2. 

dentition 7. 1 ¥ the type, number, and arrange- 
ment of tceth in a species etc. 2 the cutting of 
teeth; teething, 


incisor ____ 


canine ——— i 


iy 
. 
premolar ———T 


(BRIS [PSs 


—. 
3rd molar \ 
2nd molar 


LC COANSISS SAN 


1st molar — 


DENTITION ©} \N 
ADULT HUMAN 


denture 7. (usu. in ff.) a removable artificial 
replacement for one or more tceth, fixed to a 
removable plate or frame. 

denuclearize }:/). also -ise) remove nuclear arma- 
ments from (a country etc.). 0 denuclearization 7. 

denude 2/7, 1 make naked or bare. 2 (foll. by of) 
a strip of clothing, a covering, etc. b deprive of a 
possession or attribute. [based on Latin nudus 
‘naked’| o denudation 7. 

denunciation 7. the act or an instance of de- 
nouncing, Oo denunciate ¢./: denunciatory «dj. 


deny /di-ny/ 7/7 (-ies, -ied) 1 declare untrue or 
non-existent (denied the charge, denied that it is so). 
2 repudiate or disclaim denied his faith; denied his 
signature). 3 (often foll. by fo) refuse (a person or 
thing, or something to a person) ( (hes was denied lo me; 
denied him the satisfaction). 0 deny oneself be abstin- 
ent. [based on Latin negare “to say no’] o denier n. 

deodorant 7. (ofien aéirih.) a substance applied to 
the body or sprayed into the air to remove or 
conceal unpleasant smells (a roll-on deodorant: hay a 
deodorant effect). 

deodorize »/r, (also -ise) remove or destroy the 
(usu. unpleasant) smell of [based on Latin odo 
smell] o deodorization 7. deodorizer n. 

deoxygenate 7/7, remove oxygen, esp. free oxygen, 
rom. a deoxygenation 1. 

deoxyribonucleic acid /clee-ok-si-ry-boh-new- 
klay-ik/ n. see DNA. 

dep. abbr. 1 departs. 2 deputy. 

depart &. 1 intr (usu. foll. by from) go away; leave (the 
train departs from this platform). 2 int. (usu. foll. by, from 
diverge: deviate (departs fiom standard practice). 3 a intr. 
die. b & formal or literary leave by death (departed this 
life,. |from Latin dispertire “to divide’ | 

departed 1. \prec. by fhe) euphem.a particular dead 
person or dead people (wee are here lo mourn the 
departed ,. 

department 7. 1 a separate part of a complex 
whole, esp.: a a branch of municipal or state 
admunistration (Department of Social Security). ba 
branch of study and is adininistration at a univer- 
sity, school, ete. fhe plosics department). ¢ a section ol 
a large store (hadware department). 2 collog. an area of 
special expertse. 3 an administrative district in 
France and other countries. 

departmental 1. of or belonging to a department. 
0 departmentalize 7/7, (also -ise). departmen- 
talization 1, departmentally ad. 


deposit 


department store 7. a large shop stocking many 
categories of goods in different departments. 

departure 7. 1 the act or an instance of departing. 
2 a new course of action or thought (driving a car is 
rather a departure for him). 

depend ».iniz: 1 (ofien foll. by on, upon) be controlled 
or determined by (success depends on hard work, it 
depends how you tackle the problem). 2 (toll. by on, upon) 
a be unable to do without (depends on her mother). 
b rely on (1m depending on_you to come). 0 it (or it all 
or that) depends expressing uncertainty or quali- 
fication in answering a question (Will they come? 
It depends). [based on Latin pendere ‘to hang’] 

dependable ad. reliable. 0 dependability 7. 
dependably adv. 

dependant 7. (('S dependent) a person who relies 
on another esp. for financial support. 

dependency 7. (//. -ies) 1 a country or province 
controlled by another, 2 anything subordinate or 
dependent. 3 = pevinprnce 1. 

dependent e adj. 1 (usu. foll. by on) depending, 
conditional, or subordinate. 2 unable to do without 
(esp. a drug). 3 maintained at another’s cost. 
4 (ram. (of a clause, phrase, or word) subordinate 
to a sentence or word. @ 7. US var. of pietxpanr. 
a dependence 1. dependently adv. 

depersonalize »/7: (also -ise) 1 make impersonal. 
2 deprive of personality. oO depersonalization 7. 

depict v./, 1 represent in a drawing or painting ete. 
2 portray in words; describe (the play depicts him as 
vain and pelly), [based on Latin pingere ‘to paint’ 
0 depiction 7. 

depilate v./, remove the hair from, [based on Latin 
pilus *hair’| 0 depilation 2. 

depilatory /di-pil-a-t6ri/ @ adj that removes 
unwanted hair. @ n. (pl. -ies) a depilatory 
substance. 

deplete 1. (esp. in passe) 1 reduce in numbers or 
quantity (depleted forcey. 2 empty out; exhaust (their 
energies were depleted). [based on Latin plere plet- ‘to 
fill’] a depletion 7. 

depleted uranium 7. uranium from which most 
of the fissile isotope Uranium-235 has been 
removed. 

deplorable adj. exceedingly bad (a deplorable meal). 
a deplorably ad. 

deplore 7 feel or express strong disapproval of. 
[based on Latin plorare *to bewail’| o deploringly 
ade, 

deploy «: 1 Afi. a fr cause (troops) to spread out 
from a column into a line. b wir (of troops) spread 
out in this way. 2 / bring (arguments, forces, ete.) 
into effective action. [from Latin displicare “to 
unfold’| o deployment ». 

depoliticize / (also -ise) make (a person, an 
organization, etc.) non-political. 6 depoliticiza- 
tion 1. 

deponent ». 1 Law a person making a deposition 
under oath. 2 a witness giving written testimony for 
use in court ete, [based on Latin ponere ‘to place | 

depopulate #7 reduce the population of. [based 
on Latin fopulus people] a depopulation n. 

deport 2.!. 1 remove (a person) forcibly to another 
country: banish; exile. 2 re/l. literary or archaic behave 
(in a specified manner) (deported himself well). [based 
on Latin fortare ‘to carry] 0 deportation n. 

deportee n. a person who has been or is being 
deported. 

deportment ». demeanour or manners, esp. of a 
cultivated kind. 

depose «. 1 / remove from office, esp. dethrone. 
2 intr, (usu. foll. by fo, or that + clause) Lave bear 
witness, esp. on oath in court. {based on Latin poner 
postl- “to place’| 

deposit e ». 1 aasum of money ina bank account. 
b anything stored or entrusted for sale keeping, 
usu, ina bank. 2 a a sum paid towards the price of 
a house prior to a mortgage loan, or asa first instal- 
ment on an item bought on hire purchase, or as a 


deposit account 


pledge for a contract. b a returnable sum payable 
on the short-term hire of a car, boat, etc. 3 aa 
natural layer of sand, rock, coal, etc. b a layer of 
accumulated matter on a surface, e.g. fur on a kettle. 
e (./, (deposited, depositing) 1 a put or lay down 
in a (usu. specified) place (deposited the book on the floor). 
b (of water, wind, etc.) leave (matter etc.) lying in a 
displaced position. 2 a store or entrust for keeping. 
b pay (a sum of money) into a bank account, esp. a 
deposit account. 3 pay (a sum) as a deposit. o on 
deposit (of money) placed in a deposit account. 
[based on Latin ponere posit- ‘to place’) 

deposit account 7. Brit. a bank account that pays 
interest and from which money cannot usu. be 
withdrawn without notice or loss of interest. 

depositary 7. (p/. -ies) a person to whom some- 
thing is entrusted, 

deposition 7. 1 the act or an instance of deposing, 
esp. a monarch. 2 Law a the process of giving sworn 
evidence; allegation. b an instance of this. ¢ evi- 
dence given under oath. 3 (the Deposition) the 
taking down of the body of Christ from the Cross. 

depositor 7. a person who deposits money, prop- 
erty, etc. 

depository 7. (//. -ies) 1 a a storehouse. b a store 
(of wisdom, knowledge, etc.). 2 = prrosri ary. 

depot /dep-oh/ n. 1 a storehouse. 2 Ai/. a a store- 
house for equipment etc. b the headquarters of a 
regiment. 3 a a building for the servicing, parking, 
etc. of esp. buses, trams, or goods vehicles. b.\. Amer: 
a railway or bus station. [from French dépdl, related 
to prpostr] 

deprave v./r, pervert or corrupt, esp. morally. [based 
on Latin pravus “crooked’| o depravation n. 

depravity 7. moral corruption; wickedness. 

deprecate vty 1 express disapproval of or a wish 
against (a plan, proceeding, purpose, etc.). 
2 a express disapproval of {a person); reprove. 
b = perreciare 2. [based on Latin pecan “to pray’] 
a deprecatingly adi. deprecation 7. depreca- 
tory adj. 


a Usage Although frequently encountered, the use 
of deprecate in sense 2b is widely regarded as incor- 
rect. It is especially common, however, and no 
longer considered incorrect, in combination with 
self-, with self deprecation, self-deprecating, and self 
defrecatory being used far more often than 
self depreciation, self-depreciating, and self-depreciatory. 


DEPRESSION 

Spiralling low-pressure areas, known as 
depressions or cyclones, often form in 
temperate latitudes where tropical and 
polar air masses mect. The cold air 
undercuts the warm air, and the fronts 
may merge to form an occluded front. 


cold air mass _ occluded front 


zarm front 


| warm air mass 


cold front 


PORMATION OF A DEPRESSION 


DERAILLEUR 


Derailleur gears switch a 
bicycle chain between 
different-sized sprockets 
on the front and rear 
hubs, thereby permitting 
several gear ratios, or 
speeds. Adjusting a shift 
lever, usually mounted on 
the handlebars, pulls on 
the gear cable, which 
moves the derailleurs 
laterally, guiding the chain 
between the sprockets. 


chen 


huh 


small / 


sprockel 


depreciate «. 1 f, & intr, diminish in value (the pound 
is still depreciating). 2 tr. disparage: belittle (¢hey are 
always depreciating his taste). 3 tr, reduce the purchas- 
ing power of (money). [based on Latin pretium 
‘price’| 0 depreciatory ad). 


w Usage Scc Usage Note at perricain. 


depreciation 7. 1 the amount of wear and tear (of 
a property ete.) for which a reduction may be made 
in a valuation or a balance sheet. 2 Econ. a the 
decrease in the value of a currency. b an instance of 
this, 3 an instance of disparagement: belittlement. 

depredation 7. (usu. in p/.) 1 ravaging, or plunder- 
ing, 2 an instance or instances of this. [based on 
Latin praedan “to plunder | 

depress 2/7, 1 push or pull down: lower (depressed the 
lever). 2 make dispirited or dejected. 3 Econ. reduce 
the activity of (esp. trade). 4 (as depressed adj.) 
a dispirited or miserable. b Psychol. suffering from 
depréssion. [based on Latin pressare ‘to keep press- 
ing] o depressing ad). depressingly adv. 

depressant \/ed/. @ ad). sedative. @ 7. an agent, esp. 
a drug, that sedates. 

depressed area 7. an 
economic depression. 


area suffering from 
depression 7. 1 a \fed. a pathological state of 
extreme dejection or melancholy, often with physical 
symptoms. b a reduction in vitz ality: vigour, or ae 
2 a long period of fimancial and industrial decline: 
shunp. 3 .Veleorol. <a region or weather eee 
marked by low baremetric pressure, & wivitiir 
cut. 4 a sunken place or hollow on a surlace, 
5 pressing down. 
depressive e adj. 1 tending to depress. 2 Pyichol. 
involving or characterized by depression, @ 1. 
Psychol. a person suflermg or with a tendency to 
suffer from depression. 
depressurize ¢./7 (also -ise) 
pressure of the gas inside (a contamer), 
ambient level. o depressurization 1, 
deprivation 7. (usu. foll. by of} the act or an 
instance of depriving; the state of being deprived 
(deprivation of liberty; suffered many deprications). 


cause a drop in the 
esp. to the 


deprive «fr; 1 (usu. foll. by of) strip, dispossess: 
debar trom enjoying (ness deprived hum of success). 
2 (ay deprived adj.) a (of a child etc.) suffering from 
the eflects of a poor or loveless home. b (of an area) 
with inadequate housing, faciliues, employment, cte. 
[based on Latin prvare “to deprive’| o deprival 1. 

Dept. abbr. Departinent. 

depth 1. 1 a deepness fhe depth is not great at the edge) 
b the measurcment from the top down, from thr 
surface inwards, or from the front to the back «depith 
of the drawer is 12 inches), 2 difficulty; abstruseness, 
3 a sagacitv: wisdom. b intensity of emotion ct 
the poem has little depths. 4 an intensity ot 
darkness, ete, 5 (in pl.) a deep water, a deep place: 
an abyss. b a low, depressed state. ¢ the lowest o1 
inmost part (dhe depthy of the country). 6 the middle ii 
the depth of winter). 0 in depth comprehensively 
thoroughly or profounclly cf. out of 


colour, 


IN-DEPTH), 


derision 
CHAIN ON CHAIN ON 
SMALL LARGL 


SPROCKET SURO INE | 


yea 


cable 


large 
sprocket 


\ deraillew 


tensioner adler sprocket 


BICYCLE WHEEL HUB AND DERAILLEUR GEAR | 


one’s depth 1 in water over one’s head. 2 engaged 
in a task or on a subject too difficult for one. 
[Middle English] 

depth charge n. a bomb capable of exploding 
under water, esp. for dropping on a submerged 
submarine ete. 

deputation 7. a group of people appointed to 
represent others. 

depute e 2:/7, /ci-pewt/ (often foll. by fo) 1 appoint 
as a deputy. 2 delegate (a task, authority, etc.) 
idepuled the leadership to her). @ n. /dep-yoot/ Sc. a 
deputy. [from Latin deputare ‘to regard as, allot’ 

deputize @.in/7. (also -ise) (usu. foll. by for) act as a 
deputy or understucly, 

deputy 2. (p/. -ies) 1 a person appointed or dele- 
gated to act for another or others (also attrib: deputy 
manager). 2 Polit. a parliamentary representative in 
certain countries, e.g, France. 0 by deputy by 
proxy. [Middle English variant of purute 7.] 

deracinate w./r /iterary 1 tear up by the roots. 
2 obliterate, expunge. [from French, based on Late 
Latin radwina ‘little root’| G deracination 7. 

derail 2/7 (usu. in passive) cause (a train etc.) to leave 
the rails. [from French dérailler| Go derailment n. 

derailleur /di-ray-ler/ n. Aa bicycle gear in which 
the ratio is changed by switching the line of the 
chain while pedalling so that it jumps to a different 

sprocket. & wevert.. (from French dérailleur| 

anes utr 1 throw into confusion; disorganize. 
2 \esp. as deranged adj.) make insane (deranged by 
the tragic events). [from French déranger] a derange- 
ment //. 

Derby ». ( //. -tes) 1 a an annual horse race run on the 
flat at Epsom. b a similar race elsewhere (Agntuch 
Derby). 2 (also derby; any inyportant sporting contest. 
3 (derby). \. Amera bowler hat. [named after the 12th 
Earl of Derby, founder of the horse race] 

derecognize 7./7, (also -ise) cease to recognize the 
status of (esp. a trade union). o derecognition 7. 

deregulate «./, remove regulations or restrictions 
trom. O deregulation 7. 

derelict e ad. 1 abandoned, ownerless (esp. of a 
ship at sea or an empty decre pit property). 74 {( fee 
of property) ruined; dilapidated. 3 .\. Ame. negli- 
gent (of duty etc.). @ 2, 1a person without a home, 
a joh, or property. 2 abandoned property, esp. a 
snp. [based on Latin relinguere “to leave’) 

dereliction 7. 1 (usu. foll. by of ) a neglect; failure to 
carry oul one’s obligauons (dereliction of duty). b an 
instance of this. 2 the act or an instance of abandon- 
ing: the fact or process of bemg abandoned. 

derestrict «/. 1 remove restrictions from. 2 Brit. 
remove speed restricuons from (a road, area, ete.). 
O derestriction 7. 

deride ¢:/. laugh scornfully at; ridicule. [based on 
Latin rideve to laugh’) o derider n. deridingly ad: 

de rigueur /dé rig-er/ predic.adj. required |y 
custom or cliquette (evening dress is di 
[French, literally ‘of strictness’ | 

derision 7 
[from Late 


PEUCLD 


ridicule: mockery 
> Latin derisio] 


bring into derision , 


euler 


derisive 


derisive adj. scoffing; ironical; scornful (derisive 
cheers). 0 derisively adv. derisiveness 1. 


u Usage Sce Usage Note at prrisory. 


derisory adj. 1 so small or unimportant as to be 
ridiculous (derisory offer. derisory costs). 2 = pexisive. 


w Usage Note the difference between derisory and 
derisive. Both words mean ‘scothing’, but derisory also 
means ‘ridiculously small’, which is now its more 
usual sense. 


derivation ». I the act or an instance of deriving or 
obtaining from a source: the fact or process of being 
derived. 2 a the formation of a word trom another 
word or from a root. b the tracing of the origin of a 
word. 3 extraction, descent. o derivational ad). 

derivative e adj. derived from another source; not 
original (Ais music ts derivative and uninteresting). @ n. 
1 something derived from another, esp.: a a word 
derived from another or from a root (c.g. quickly 
from quick). b Chem. a chemical compound derived 
from another. 2 .Math. a quantity measuring the 
rate of change of another. o derivatively adi. 

derive « 1 / a (usu. foll. by from) vet, obtain, or form 
derived satisfaction from work), b Gn passive: foll. by from) 
(of a word etc.) originate, be formed from. 2 ind. (fol. 
by from) a arise from, originate in, be descended or 
obtained from (happiness derives from many things). b = 
sense lb. 3 & (usu. foll. by from) show or state the 
origin or formation of (a word etc.) (derived the word 
Srom Latin). 4 i. Math. obtain (a function) by differen- 
uation. [from Latin dena “to divert, derive’] 
o derivable ad). 

dermatitis ». inflammation of the skin. [based on 
Greck derma -atos ‘skin’ | 

dermatology 2. the study of skin disorders. o der- 
matological ad. dermatologist ». 

dermis 2. (also derm or derma; I (in gencral usc} 
the skin. 2 Amat. the true skin, the layer of living 
tissue below the epidermis. & sais, [modern Latin] 
a dermal ac). 

derogate «winix. (foll. by from) formal 1 take away a 
part from; detract from (a merit. a right. ete.). 
2 deviate from (correct behaviour etc.). [based on 
Latin rogare ‘to ask’} 

derogation 7. 1 (foll. by of) a lessening or impair- 
ment of (a law, authority, etce.). 2 deterioration: 
dchasement. 

derogatory ad). (often foll. by fo) volving dispar- 
agement or discredit; insulting, depreciatory (made 
a derogatory remark). 0 derogatorily ad:. 

derrick 7. 1 a kind of crane for moving or lifting 
heavy weights, with a movable pivoted arm. 2 ¥ the 
framework over an oil well ete., holding the drillme 
machinery. & on rearors. [from the name of a 
London hangman ¢.1600| 
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DESERT 


1 A desert is an arid area of land where vege- 
tation is scarce, and which is characterized 
by extremely high or low temperatures, or 

_ by the evaporation of more water from the 


MAIN DESLRTS OF 
| THE WORLD 


Great 
Basin, 


Sonoran 7 


Atacama Desert 7 
Sahara 


derriére 7. collog. euphem. 
literally behind’| 

derring-do 1. (ilerary or joc. heroic courage or 
action. [Middle English, a misinterpretation of 
daring to do| 

derris 7. L any woody tropical climbing legumi- 
nous plant of the genus Derns, bearing leathery 
pods. 2 an insecticide made from the root of some 
kinds of derris. [from Greek, literally ‘leather 
covering’, with reference to its pod] 

derv n. Brit. diesel oil for road vehicles. [acronym 
from dicsel-engined road-echicle] 

dervish 7. a member of any of several Muslim 
fraternities vowed to poverty and austerity. [from 
Persian darvésh “a mencicant | 


the buttocks. [French, 


desalinate ¢./, remove salt from (esp. sea water). 
0 desalination 1. 

descale «fr remove the scale from. 

descant e 7. /des-kant/ Alu. an independent 
treble melody above a basic melody, esp. of a hymia 
tune. @ vinx /dis-kant/ (foll. by on. upon) talk 
lengthily and teciously, esp. in praise of. [hased on 
Latin cantus ‘song’} 

descant recorder 1. 57i/. the most common size of 
recorder, with a range of two octaves. 

descend v. 1 fr, & inti go or come down (a hill, 
stairs, etc.). 2 dr (of a thing) sink, fall (rain descended 
heavily). 3 intr slope downwards, he along a 
descending slope ( fields descended to the beach). 4 intr 
(usu. foll. by on) a make a sudden attack. b make an 
unexpected and usu. unwelcome visit, 5 intr (usu. 
loll. by from, to) (ol property, qualities, rights, etc.) be 
passed by inheritance. 6 intr (foll. by fo) stoop to (an 
unworthy act) (descend to ciolence). GO be descended 
from have as an ancestor. [based on Latin scandere 
‘to climily’| o descendent «dj. 

descendant 1. (often foll. by of) a person or thing 
descended from another (a descendant of Charles 1). 

descent ». La the act of descending. b an instance 
of this, 2 a a way or path ete. by which one may 
descend, b a downward slope. 3 being descended; 
lineage, family origin. 4a decline; a fall. 5a sudden 
violent attack. 

descramble (./, 1 convert or restore (a signal) to 
intelhgible form, 2 counteract the effects of (a 
scrambling device). 3 recover an origmal signal 
from (a scrambled signal). Oo descrambler nv, 

describe i:/7 1 a state the characteristics, appear- 
ance, ete. of in spoken or written form (described the 
lundscape,. B foll. by as) assert to be: call (described him 
ay a habitual han. 2 a mark out or draw (esp. a 
gcometrical figure). b move in (a specilied way, esp. 


desert boot 


Earth’s surface than is precipitated in the 
form of rain. Deserts cover About 33 per 
cent of the Earth’s land surface, and this 
ratio is increasing through desertification. 


fara kum 
€ WW hy 


Thar 
Duvet 


Great 
Victoria 
Desert 


Greal Sandy 
Desert 
\ Arabian Desert 


halahart Desert 


a curve) (described a parabola through the air). {based 
on Latin seribere ‘to write’}] B deseribable ad). 
describer 1. 

description 7. 1 a the act or an instance of 
describing: the process of being described. b a 
spoken or written representation (of a person, 
object, or event). 2 a sort, kind, or class (no food of 
any description). 

descriptive adj. 1 serving or seeking to describe (a 
descriptive writer). 2 describing or classifying without 
expressing feelings or judging (a purely descriptive 
account). G descriptively adv. descriptiveness 7. 

descry ?:/7. (-ies, -ied} hterary catch sight of; discern. 
[from Old: French] 

desecrate «iy; violate (a sacred place or thing) with 
violence, profanity, etc. [based on Latin sacer 
‘sacred’| O desecration n. desecrator 1. 

deseed itr, Brit. remove the sceds from (a plant, 
vegetahle, etc.). 

desegregate wir abolish racial segregation in 
(schools etc.) or of (people etc.). d desegregation 7. 

deselect i). Bril. Poli. decline to select or retain as 
a constituency candidate in an election. o deselec- 
tion #. 

desensitize 1/r (also -ise) recluce or destroy the 
sensitiveness of (photographic materials to light, a 
person to an allergen, etc.). d desensitization 7. 
desensitizer 1. 

desert! /di-zert/ 2 1 # abandon, give up, leave 
(deserted the sinking ship}. 2 t. torsake or abandon (a 
cause, a person, ctc.). 3 fr fail (his presence of mind 
deserted him). 4 intr. Mil. van away (esp. from military 
service). 5 fz (as deserted ad.) cmpty, abandoned 
(a deserted house). {related to pisiki?} o deserter n. 
un sense +). desertion ». 

desert® /dez-ert/ @ . Aa dry barren ofien sand- 
covered area of land. @ adj. 1 uninhabited, desolate. 
2 uncultivated, barren. [from Latin devertus ‘left, 
forsaken’ | 

desert? /di-zert/ n. 1 (in pl.) deserved reward or 
punishment (esp. in phr get one’s 

just deserts). 2 the fact of being 
worthy of reward or punish- 
ment; deservingness. 

desert boot 7. & a suede | 
etc. boot reaching 
to or extending 
just the 
ankle. & weary: 
AIAN 


above 


DESERT BOOTS 


desertification 


desertification 7. the process of making or 
becoming a desert. 

deserve »./7 (often foll. by to + infin.) show conduct 
or qualities worthy of (reward, punishment, etc.). 
[from Latin deserve ‘to serve well’] a deservedly 
ade. 

deserving adj. meritorious. 0 deservingly adv. 

desexualize w./7. (also -ise) deprive of sexual char- 
acter or of the distinctive qualities of a sex. 

déshabillé /day-za-bee-ay/ n. (also déshabille 


/day-za-beel/, dishabille /dis-a-beel/) a state of 


being only partly or carelessly clothed. (French, 
literally ‘undressed’] 

desiccate v.t7, remove the moisture from (esp. food 
for preservation). [based on Latin siccus ‘dry’] 
c desiccation n. desiccative ad). 

desiccator n. 1 an apparatus for desiccating. 
2 Chem. ¥ an apparatus containing a drying agent 
to remove the moisture from specimens. 


DESICCATOR 


substance 
being dried 


airtight 
7 glass lid 


drying - 
agent 


desideratum 7. (/. desiderata) something desir- 
able. [Latin] 

design e 7. 1 a a preliminary plan or sketch for 
making something. b the art of producing these. 
2 a scheme of lines or shapes forming a pattern or 
decoration. 3 a plan, purpose, or intention. 4 aa 
completed version of a sketch, concept, or pattern. 
b an established version of a product (our most popu- 
lar designs). @ v.tr. 1 produce a design for (a thing). 
2 intend or plan (designed to offend). 3 \absol.) be a 
designer. 0 by design on purpose. have designs 
on have one’s sights set on. [related to pisicnait] 

designate e i:/, 1 (often foll. by a) appoint to an 
office or function (designated him ay official receiver), 
2 specify (at designated times). 3 (often foll. by as) 
describe as; entitle, style. 4 serve as the name or 
clistinctive mark of (English uses French words to desig 
nate ballet steps). @ adj. (placed alter noun) appointed 
to an office but not yet installed (bavhop designate). 
[based on Latin szgnwn ‘mark’ 0 designator 7. 

designation 1. 1 a name, description, or ule. 2 the 
act or process of designating. 

designedly adi. by design; on purpose. 

designer n. 1 a person who makes artistic designs 
or plans for construction, e.g. for clothing, theatre 
sets. 2 (attrib. (of clothing etc.) bearing the name ot 
label of a famous designer. 

designer drug x. a synthetic analogue of an illegal 
drug, esp. one not itself legal. 

designing adj. crafty. artful, 
Oo designingly acd. 

desirable adj. 1 worth having or wishing for a desir 
able that nobody should smoke). 2 arousing sexual clesire. 
D desirability 7. desirableness 1”. desirably ade. 

desire e 7. 1 a a longing or craving. b a request 
( your desire to remain anonymous ts granted). 2 sexual 
appetite: lust. 3 something desired (hes hear!’s desire). 
@ vf, 1 a (often foll. by fo + infin., or chal + clause) 


or scheming. 


long for; crave. b feel sexual desire for. 2 request. 
3 archaw pray, entreat, or command. [from Latin 
destderare ‘to long for’| 

desirous predic.adj. 1 (usu. foll. by of) ambitious, 
desiring (desirous of stardom). 2 (usu. foll. by ¢o + infin., 
or that + clause) hoping (desirous to do the right thing). 

desist v.inir. (often foll. by from) /iterary abstain; cease. 
{based on Latin sestere ‘to stop’| 

desk n. 1 a piece of furniture with a flat or sloped 
surface for writing on, and often drawers. 2 a 
counter which separates a customer from an assis- 
tant. 3 a section of a newspaper office, radio 
station, etc., dealing with a specified topic (éhe sports 
desk). 4 Mus. a music stand in an orchestra regarded 
as a unit of two players. [from medieval Latin discus 
‘table’| 

deskill vf 1 render (a skilled worker) unskilled. 
2 remove the need for skill from (a job, production, 
GCs) 

desktop n. 1 the working surface of a desk. 2 (attrib) 
(esp. of a microcomputer) suitable for use at an 
ordinary desk. 

desktop publishing 1. the production of printed 
matter with a desktop computer and printer. 

desolate e adj. 1 left alone; solitary. 2 (of a building 
or place) unihabited, neglected, barren, dreary. 
empty (a desolate moor). 3 forlorn; miserable (was /e/l 
desolate and weeping). @ vt, 1 depopulate or devastate; 
lay waste to. 2 (esp. as desolated ad.) inake forlorn 
(desolated by grief). [based on Latin solus ‘alone’| 
O desolately ad:. desolateness 7. desolation 7. 

despair e 7. the complete loss or absence of hope. 
@ «intr. 1 (often foll. by of) lose or be without hope. 
2 (foll. by of) lose hope about (Ais life is despaired of ). 
{based on Latin sperare ‘to hope’| o despairingly 
adv, 

despatch var. of pispxicn. 

desperado 1. (//. -oes or US -os) a desperate or 
recklé&s person, esp. a criminal. [pseudo-Spanish, 
from obsolete English noun desperate| 

desperate adj. 1 reckless from despair. 2 a cx- 
tremely dangerous or serious (a desperate situation). 
b staking all on a small chance (a desperate remedy). 
3 very bad (desperate poverty). 4 (usu. foll. by for) need- 
ing or desiring very much (desperate for recognition). 
[based on Latin sperare “to hope’) Bb desperately 
adv, desperateness 1. desperation 1. 

despicable adj. vilc; contemptible. esp. morally: 
[based on Latin despicart ‘to look down upon’| 
0 despicably ad. 

despise v./r, look down on as inferior, worthless, or 
contempuble. [based on Latin specere “to look at’] 
Oo despiser 1”. 

despite prep. in spite of. [Middle English, related to 
esa | 

despoil vi (often foll. by of) /erary plunder; 
deprive. [based on Latin  spoliae ‘to spoil’] 
a despoilment 7. despoliation 1. 

despond e 7.2///, lose heart or hope; be dejected. 
@ x. archaic despondency. {from Latin despandere “to 
give up’ | 

despondent (dj. in low spirits, dejected. b despon- 
dence 1. despondency ». despondently ad. 

despot 7. 1 an absolute ruler. 2 a tyrant. [from 
Greek despoléy ‘master, lord] 0 despotic ad). 
despotically ad, despotism n. 

des res n. Bril. collog. a desirable residence. 

dessert n. the sweet course of a meal, served at or 
near the end. [French, based on desservir “to clear 
the table’] 

dessertspoon 7. 1 a spoon used for dessert. 
smaller than a tablespoon and larger than a 
teaspoon, 2 the amount held by this. o dessert- 
spoonful ». ( //. -fuls.. 

dessert wine zn. usu. sweet wine drunk with o1 
following dessert. 

destabilize »/: (also -ise: 1 render unstable. 
2 subvert (esp. a foreign government). 0 desta- 
bilization 7. 


detective 


destination 7. a place to which a person or thing is 
going. 

destine 2/7; (often foll. by 4, for, or to + infin.) 
appoint: preordain; intend. 5 be destined to be 
fated to. [from Latin destinare ‘to make fast’] 

destiny 7. (//. -ies) 1 a fate. b this regarded as a 
power. 2 what is destined to happen to a particular 
person etc. (i was their destiny). 

destitute ad. 1 without food, shelter, etc.; 
completely impoverished. 2 (usu. foll. by of) lack- 
ing [based on Latin  statuere ‘to place’ 
0 destitution 7. 

destock »,2/: reduce the stock or quantity held. 

destroy vf 1 pull or break down. 2 put an end to 
(destroyed her confidence). 3 kill (esp. a sick or savage 
animal) by humane means. 4 make useless. 5 ruin 
financially, professionally, or in reputation. [based 
on Latin struere “to build’] 

destroyer 7. 1 a person or thing that destroys. 
2 Naut. a fast warship with guns and torpedoes to 
protect other ships. 

destruct ev. 1 &: destroy (esp. one’s own rocket) delib- 
erately, esp. for safety reasons. 2 mir: be destroyed in 
this way. @ n. an act of destructing a rocket ete. 

destructible adj. able to be destroyed. 

destruction 7. 1 the act or an instance of destroy- 
ing, the process of being destroyed. 2 a cause of 
ruin (greed was their destruction). [from Latin destructio| 

destructive adj. 1 (often foll. by é0, of) destroying or 
tending to destroy (a destructive child). 2 negative in 
attitude or criticism. o destructively adv. 
destructiveness /. 

desuetude /dis-yoo-i-tewd/ n. a state of disuse. 
[based on Latin desuetus ‘unaccustomed’ | 

desulphurize vi (also -ise, US desulfurize) 
remove sulphur or sulphur compounds from. 
o desulphurization 7. 

desultory /des-il-t6ri/ adj. 1 going constantly 
from one subject to another, esp. in a half-hearted 
way, 2 disconnected; unmethodical; superficial. 
[based on Latin satire ‘to leap’] 0 desultorily ade. 
desultoriness 1. 

detach «/7; 1 (often foll. by from) unfasten or disen- 
gage and remove. 2 Afi. send (a ship, officer etc.) on 
a scparate mission, 3 (as detached adj.) a impar- 
tial; unemouional (a detached viewport). b esp. Brit. 
(esp. of a house) not joined to another or others. 
[from French délacher| a detachable ad). 
detachedly adi. 

detachment ». 1 a a state of aloofness or indifler- 
ence. b impartiality. 2 a the act or process of 
detaching or being detached. b an instance of this. 
3 Afi. a separate group or unit used for a specific 
purpose. 

detail e 7. 1 a small or subordinate particular. 
2 small items or particulars regarded collectively 
(has an eve for detail). 3 \often in pl.) a number of 
particulars (filled in the details). 4 a a minor decora- 
tion on a building, in a picture, etc. b a small part 
of a picture etc. shown alone. 5 Afi/. a the distribu- 
tion of orders for the day. b a sinall detachment of 
soldiers ete. for special duty. @ wiz, 1 give particulars 
of, 2 relate circumstantially, 3 Afi. assign for special 
duty. 4 (as detailed adj.) a (of a picture, story, etc.) 
having many details. b temized (a detailed hist). 0 in 
detail minutely. [based on French fai/ler “to cuv’} 

detain vf. 1 keep in confinement or under 
restraint. 2 delay. [based on Latin fenére ‘to hold’| 
0 detainment n. 

detainee #7. a person detained in custody. 

detect @/: 1 a (often foll. by mw) reveal the guilt of. 
b discover (a crime). 2 perceive the existence of 
detected a smell of burning). [(hased on Latin tegere “to 
cover | G detectable ad. detector 7. 

detection 7. I the act or an instance of detecting: 
the process or an instance of being detected. 2 the 
work of a detective. 

detective e 1. often aft.) a person, esp. amembe 
of a police force, employed to investigate crimes. 
@ adj. serving to detect. 


détente 


détente /day-tahnt/ 7. (als detente) an casing of 
strained relations esp. between states. [French, 
literally ‘relaxation’ 

detention ». 1 detaining or being detained. 2 a being 
kept in school after hours as a punishment. b an 
imstance of this. 3 custody: confinement. 

detention centre 7. an institution for the brief 
detention of esp. young offenders. 

deter 1/7, (deterred, deterring) 1 (often foll. by 
from) discourage or prevent (a person) through fear 
or dislike of the consequences. 2 check or prevent 
(a thing, process, ete.). [based on Latin ferrere ‘to 
Ioehiten | 

detergent e@ 7. 1 a water-soluble cleansing agent 
which combines with impurities and dirt to make 
them more soluble. 2 any additive with a stnilar 
action. @ ad. cleansing. esp. m the manner of a 
detergent. [based on Laun fergere “to wipe} 

deteriorate wt, & ini, make or become bad or 
worse. [based on Late Latin deleror ‘worse’| 0 de- 
terioration 7. deteriorative adj. 

determinant e «/). serving to determine or define. 
en. 1 a determing factor, element, word, ct 
2 Math. a quantity obtained by the addition of 
products of the elements of a square matrix 
according to a given rule. 

determinate dj. 1 limited in time, space, or char- 
acter. 2 of definite scope or nature. [from Latin 
determinalus “determined’| o determinacy 2. 
determinately adi. 

determination ». 1 firmness of purpose: resolute- 
ness. 2 the process of deciding, determining, or 
calculating. 

determine ». 1 (7 find out or establish precisely. 
2 fr. decide or settle. 3 & be a decisive factor in 
regard to, 4 inf. @ tr, make or cause (a person) to 
matke a decision trehal determined you to do it.’s. [from 
Latin delerminare| 0 determinable ad). 

determined a. showing determination. o deter- 
minedly ad. determinedness /. 

determiner 7. 1 a person or thing that determines. 
2 (ram. any of a class of words \c.g. a. the, every) that 
determine the kind of reference a noun or noun 
group has. 

determinism 1. Phi/os. the doctrine that all events, 
including human acuion, are determined by causes 
regarded as external to the will. o determinist 1. 
deterministic ad). 


deterrent e «dj. that deters. @ 7. a deterrent thing or 
factor. 0 deterrence 1. 

detest fr hate, loathe. [from Latin detestar ‘to 
denounce, renounec | 6 detestation 1. 

detestable ad. intenscly disliked: very unpleasant. 
o detestably ad 

dethrone 7/r 1 remove from the throne, depose. 
2 remove from a position of authority, a de- 
thronement /. 

detonate *. 1 f: set off (an explosive charge). 2 itr 
explode, esp. loudly. [based on Latin onan “to thun- 
der’ | G detonation 1. detonative «i, 

detonator ». a device or charge used to detonate an 
explosive, 

detour 7. a divergence from a direct or intended 
route. [from French délou “change of direction’ | 

detox v. esp. CS collog. = ionic vio (see DE LONny 

detoxify *./, -ies. -ied) remove the poison from. 
O detoxification 1. 

detract i. 1 intr foll. by from) a reduce. b diminish. 
belittle. 2 @ (usu. fol, by from) take away ya part of 
something), [based on Laun defactus taken away’ | 
O detraction 7. detractor /. 

detriment 1. 1 harm, damage. 2 something caus- 
ing this. [from Latin defanentum. based on lerere to 
unpaw | 0 detrimental adj. detrimentally «di. 

detritus /di-try-tiis/ 1. 1D matter produced by ero- 
sion. such as @ravel, sand, et 2 debris. 
literally ‘wearing down’| o detrital «a. 

de trop /dé troh/ predi.adj. not wanted, unwel- 
come. [French, literally “excessive | 


Latin, 


deuce’ 7. I the two on dice or playing cards. 2 Tennis 
the score at which two consecutive points are 
needed to win. [from Latin accusative duos “two’] 

deuce? 7. callog. the Devil, used to express surprise 
or annoyance (who the deuce are you?). [formed as 
piven’, two aces at dice being the worst throw] 

deus ex machina 7. an unexpected power or 
event saving a seemingly hopeless situation, esp, n 
a play or novel. [modern Latin translation of 
Greek theos ek mékhanes “god from the machinery’, 
with reference to the gods of Greek theatre] 

deuterium 2. Clic. a stable isotope of hydrogen 
with a mass about double that of the usual isotope. 

deuteron 7. Physics the nucleus of a deuterium 
atom. consisting of a proton and a neutron. 

Deutschmark /doich-mark/ 7. (also Deutsche 
Mark /doi-ché/) ‘until the inueoduction of the 
euro in 2002) the chief monetary unt of Germany. 
[German, literally "German mark’] 

devalue «/; (devalues, devalued, devaluing) 
reduce the value of. cg devaluation ». 

devastate ¢./, 1 cause great destruction to. 2 (often 
in passive) overwhelm with shock or grief. [based on 
Latin vastare “to lay waste] O devastation rn. 
devastator 1. 

devastating adj. crushingly eflective; overwhelm- 
ing. oO devastatingly ade. 

devein 7/7 remove the main central vein from ta 
shrimp or prawn). 

develop « (developed. developing) 1 fr & intr: 
a make or become bigger, fuller, more elaborate, 
etc, b bring or come to an active, visible or mature 
state. © bring or come into existence (an argument 
developed). 2 t. begin to suller from (developed a raitle). 
3 fr a construct on (land. b convert ‘land: to anew 
purpose, 4 / treat (photographic film ete.) to make 
the image visible. [based on Latin colupare “to 
wrap | O developable adj. developer n. 

developing country «. 1. poor or undeveloped 
country that is becoming more advanced. 

development w. 1 the act or an instance of devel- 
oping: the process of bemye developed. 2 a a stage 
of growth or advancement. b a thing that has 
developed (the latest development. 3 a tull-grown 
state, 4 the process of developing a photograph. 
5a developed area of land. 6 advancement of a 
country or an area. 

developmental «dj. 1 inciclental to growth \develop- 
mental diseases). 2 evolutionary. 0 developmentally 
ade. 

deviant e a}. that deviates from the normal. e@ 77, a 
deviant person or thing. [from Latin devant- “turn- 
ing aside] go deviance 7. deviancy n. 

deviate wimlr ‘often loll, by from) turn aside or 
diverge (from a course of action, truth. ete.) 
digress. {based on Late Latin deol “turned out of 
the way’'] 0 deviator n. deviatory ad). 

deviation 7. 1 a deviating. digressing. b an instance 
of this. 2 Sfatisticy the amount by which a single 
measurement ciffers from the mean. 

device 7. 1 aa thing made or adapted for a partic- 
ular purpose. b an explosive contrivance. 2 a plan. 
scheme, or trick. 3 an emblematic or heraldic 
design. O leave a person to his or her own 
devices leave a person to do as he or she wishes. 
[from Old French dees] 

devil e », 1 usu. the Devil (in Christian and 
Jewish belicfh the supreme spirit of evil: Satan. 
Zaanevil spirit; a demon. ba personilied evil force 
or attribute. 3 a a wicked or cruel person. b a 
mischicvously clever, or self-willed 
person, 4 collog. a person, a fellow lucky devil). 
9 fighting spirit, mischicvousness he devil is in him 
tonight\. 6 callog. something awkward «this doar is a 
devil to open). 7 the devil or the Devil) cullog. used 
to express surprise or annoyance yeho the devil an 

8 Brit. a Inerary hack exploited by an 

employer, 9 a junior legal counsel. @ 1. \devilled. 

devilling: (\S deviled. deviling: Lt, cook (food: 

with hot seasoning. 2 ah. Brit. act as a devil for an 


enerectic, 


you.’ 


dewlap 


author or barrister. 3 & US harass, worry. a devil- 
may-care cheerful and reckless. a devil of a 
collog. a considerable, difficult, or remarkable. the 
devil’s own collog. very difficult or unusual (‘he 
devil’s own job). the devil to pay trouble to be 
expected. like the devil with great energy. play 
the devil with cause severe damage to, speak (or 
talk) of the devil said when a person appears just 
after being mentioned. the very devil ( predic.) 
collog. a great difficulty or nuisance. [from Greek 
diabolos ‘accuser, slanderer’] 

devilish e adj. 1 of or like a devil; evil. 2 mischie- 
vous. @ adr. collog. very, extremely. o devilishly adv. 
devilishness 7. 

devilment 77. mischief, wild spirits. 

devilry 7. (also deviltry) 1 reckless mischief. 
2 black magic. 

devil’s advocate 7. a person who argues against a 
proposition to test it, 

devious adj. 1 (of a person etc.) not straightfor- 
ward. 2 circuitous. 3 erring. [based on Latin wa 
‘way | 0 deviously adv. deviousness 1. 

devise vf, 1 plan or invent by careful thought, 
2 Law leave (real estate) by will. [from Old French 
deviser| 0 devisable adj. devisee n. (in sense 2), 
deviser 7, devisor 7. (in sense 2). 

devitalize vir (also -ise) take away strength and 
vigour from. 0 devitalization . 

devoid predic.adj. (foll. by of) quite lacking or free 
from. [from Old French devordier, related to vo] 

devolution 7. 1 the delegation of power, esp. by 
central government to local or regional administra- 
tion. 2 descent or passing on through a series of 
stages. [from Late Latin devolutio, related to pivotve| 
5 devolutionary ad). devolutionist n. 

devolve v. 1 (foll. by on, upon, etc.) a ir pass (work or 
duties) to (a deputy etc.). b ir (of work or duties) 
pass to (a deputy etc.). 2 itn (foll. by on, to, upon) Law 
‘of property etc.) fall by succession to. [based on 
Latin rolvere ‘to roll] adevolvement 1. 

Devonian e adj. 1 of or relating to Devon in SW 
England. 2 Geol. of the fourth period of the Palaco- 
zoic cra. @ n. 1 this pexiod or system, 2 a native of 
Devon, {from medieval Latin Devonia ‘Devonshire’ | 

devote »./r, & reff. (foll. by 40) apply or give over to (a 
particular activity or purpose or person). [based on 
Latin devolius “dedicated by vow’ ] 

devoted ad). very loving or loyal. 9 devotedly adr. 
devotedness 1. 

devotee 7. 1 (usu. foll. by of } a zealous enthusiast or 
supporter. 2 a zealously plous person. 

devotion 7). 1 (usu. foll. ly fo) enthusiastic attachment 
or loyalty (to a person or cause); great love. 2 a reli- 
gious worship. b (in pl.) prayers. G devotional ad). 

devour ¢./7, 1 cat hungrily or greedily. 2 (of fire ete.) 
engulf, destroy. 3 take in eagerly. 4 absorl the 
attention of (devoured by anxiety). [from Latin dezorare 
‘to swallow down’ ] 


devout ad), 1 earnestly religious. 2 earnestly sincere 
(devout hope). [from Latin devolus ‘dedicated by vow’] 
o devoutly ad:. devoutness n. 

dew e 7. I atmospheric vapour condensing in small 
drops on cool surfaces at night. 2 similar glistening 
moisture. 3 freshness. refreshing quality. @ vf: wet 
with or as with clew. [Old English] o dewy ad). 

dewberry 1. | //. -ies, 1a bluish fruit like the black- 
berry. 2 the shrub, Rubus caesius, bearing this. 

dewdrop ». a drop of dew. 

dewfall 7. 1 the ume when 
dew begins to form. 2 even- 
ing, 

dewlap 7. & a loose fold 
of skin hanging from 
the throat of cattle, 
dogs, ete, | Nfielelh 
Lavelish 


DEWLAP OF A 
HLREFORD BULL 


dewelap 


dew point 


dew point 7. the temperature at which dew forms. 
dewy-eyed adj. naively sentimental. 


Dexedrine n. Pharm. prop. the more active isomer 
of amphetamine. 

dexter adj. esp. Heraldry on or of the right-hand side 
(the observer’s left) of a shield etc. [Latin, literally 
‘on the right | 

dexterity 7. 1 skill in handling, 2 mental adroitness. 
3 right-handedness. 

dexterous adj. (also dextrous) having or showing 
dexterity. 6 dexterously adv. dexterousness 7. 

dextrose 7. Chem. a form of glucose. 

DFC abby. Brit. Distinguished Flying Cross. 

DFM adér. Brit. Distinguished Flying Medal. 


dha ». (also dal) 1 split pulses, a common foodstuff 


in India. 2 a dish made with these. [Hindi] 

dharma ». 1 esp. Hinduism a the eternal law of the 
cosmos. b moral or social custom; right behaviour. 
2 Buddhism universal truth. [Sanskrit, literally 
‘decree, custom’ 

dhoti n. (//. dhotis) the lomcloth worn by male 
Hindus. [from Hindi dhoti] 

dhow 7. ¥ a lateen-rigged ship used on the Arabian 
sea. [from Arabic dawa] 


af 
yard 2 


lateen 
sail 


lateen 
sail 


DHOW: PEARLING DHOW FROM KUWATI 


di- comb. form 1 twice, two-, double. 2 Chem. contain- 
ing two atoms, molecules, or groups of a specified 
kind (dichromate; dioxide). [Greek| 

dia. abi. diameter. 

dia- prefix (also di- before a vowel) 1 through 
(diaphanous). 2 apart \dracritwal ). 3 across (diameter 

diabetes /dy-i-bee-teez/ n. any disorder of the 
metaholism with excessive thirst and the produc- 
tion of large amounts of urine, esp. diabetes 
mellitus. [from Greek. literally *syphon | 

diabetes mellitus 7. the commonest 
diabetes, caused by a deficiency of insulin, in which 
sugar and starch are not properly metabolized. 
[Latin mellitus ‘sweet’| 

diabetic e ad. 1 of or relating to or having 
diabetes. 2 for use by diabetics. @ 2. a person sutter- 
ing from diabetes. 

diabolic adj. 1 of the Devil. 2 devilish; nhumianly 
cruel or wicked. [from Latin daholus, related to 
tri] G diabolically adv 

diabolical adj. 1 = viwwour 1. 2= piano 2. 3 callog. 
outrageous; disgracefully bad. 

diachronic adj. Linguistics etc. concerned with the 
historical development of a subject. [based on 
Greek sfvonos ‘ume’] oO diachronically ad: 
diachronism 7. diachronous adj. diachrony 1. 

diaconal /dy-ak-6n-al/ adj. of a deacon. [based on 
ecclesiastical Latin diaconus (sec Di. oN)| 

diaconate /dy-ak-dn-at/ n. 1 a the 
deacon. b a person’s time as deacon. 2 a body of 


form of 


office ol 


deacons. 
diacritic e 7. a sign used to indicate different 


sounds or values of a letter. @ adj. = piacrrnical. ad). 
[based on Greek diakrinein “to distinguish ] 
diacritical e ad. distinguishing, distinctive. @ n. (in 
full diacritical mark or sign) = picrrtic n. 
diadem 7. 1 a crown or headband worn as a sign of 
sovereignty. 2 a wreath worn round the head. 
3 sovereignty. 4 a crowning distinction. [from 
Greek diadéma} 
diaeresis /dy-eer-i-sis/ n. (L’S dieresis) (//. -ses) 
a mark over a vowel (as in naive) to indicate that it is 
sounded separately. [from Greek, literally ‘separa- 
uon | 
diagnose w/z make a diagnosis of (a disease, a 
mechanical fault, etc.). 0 diagnosable ad). 
diagnosis 1. (p/. diagnoses) 1 a the identification 
of a disease by means of a patient's symptoms. b an 
instance or formal statement of this. 2 a the identi- 
fication of the cause of a mechanical fault etc. b an 
instance of this. [based on Greek diagigndskein ‘to 
discern’| 
diagnostic e ad. of or assisting diagnosis. @ n. a 
symptom. O diagnostically ad:. diagnostician 7. 
diagnostics n. 1 (treated as p/.) Computing mech- 
anisms used to idenufy faults in hardware or 
software. 2 (treated as sing) the science of diagnos- 
ing disease. 
diagonal e adj. 1 crossing a straight-sided figure 
from corner to corner. 2 slanting, oblique. @ n. a 
straight lme joming two non-adjacent corners. 
[based on Greek gonza ‘angle’| 0 diagonally ad:. 
diagram e n. 1 a drawing showing the gencral 
scheme or outline of an object and its parts. 2 a 
graphic representation of the course or results of 
an action or process. ® uf, (diagrammed., 
diagramming; ('S diagramed, diagraming 
represent by means of a diagram. [from 
Greek diagramma| 0 diagrammatic ad). 
diagrammatically adv. 
¢diale 7. 1 the face of a clock or watch. 2a 
plate with a scale for measuring weight, 
volume, etce., indicated by a poimter 3 a 
movable disc on a telephone, with finger-holes and 
numbers for making a connection. 4 a a plate or 
disc etc. on a radio or television sct for selecting 
wavelength or channel. b a similar selecting device 
on other equipment. 5 Brit. slang a person's face. 


DIALYSIS 


Dialysis is often used in cases of kidney failure to 
remove waste products from blood by diffusion 
through a semi-permeable membrane. Smaller 


waste-product molecules pass through the 
membrane into a soluuon, called dialysate, 


for disposal; larger molecules, such as those of 


red blood cells and proteins, are retained. In 
haemodialysis, blood from an artery passes 
through a coiled tube and back into a vein. 


HALMODILALYSIS 


DEMONSTRATION O1 


lube from artery 


tube to vein 


compres sed 
ait 


re a 


war nung 
solution 


dialysis 


e vf (dialled, dialling; US dialed. dialing 
I (also absol.) select (a telephone number) by means 
of a dial or set of buttons (dialled 999). 2 measure, 
indicate, or regulate by means of a dial. [from 
medieval Latin diale ‘clock-dial’] o dialler n. 

dialect x. 1 a form of speech peculiar to a particu- 
lar region. 2 a subordinate variety of a language 
with non-standard vocabulary, pronunciation, 
or grammar. [from Greek dialektos ‘discourse’ 
D dialectal ad. dialectologist n. dialectology n. 

dialectic n. Philos. 1 (often in pl., usu. treated as sing) 
a the art of investigating the truth of opinions. 
b logical disputation. 2 a enquiry into metaphysi- 
cal contradictions and their solutions. b the 
existence or action of opposing social forces etc. 
[from Greek dtalektiké (tekhné) (art) of debate’ 

dialectical adj. of dialectic or dialectics. a dialec- 
tically ado. 

dialectical materialism n. the Marxist theory 
that political and historical events are due to a 
contlict of social forces caused by man’s material 
needs. 

dialectician ». a person skilled in dialectic. 

dialectics n. (treated as sing. or pl.) = pivectic n. 1. 

dialling code n. Bril. a sequence of numbers 
dialled to connect a telephone with the exchange of 
the telephone being called. 

dialling tone 2. (.\. Amer dial tone) a sound indi- 
cating that a caller may start to dial. 

dialogue 7. (US dialog) 1 a conversation. b con- 
versation in written form. 2 a a discussion, esp. one 
between representatives of two groups. b a conver- 
sation, a talk (long dialogues between the two main 
characters). [based on Greek dialegesthai ‘to converse’] 

dialogue box 1. (US dialog box) Computing a small 
area on-screen in which the user is prompted to 
provide information, select commands, etc. 

dial tone .\. Amer. var. of maine TONE. 

dialyse »./7; (US dialyze) separate by means of dial- 
ysis. 

dialysis /cly-al-i-sis/ n. (p/. dialyses) 1 Chem. the 
separation of particles in a liquid by differences in 
their ability to pass through a membrane into 
another liquid. 2 .Ved. w the clinical purification of 
blood by this technique, as a substitute for the 
normal function of the kidney. [from Greek dialusis] 


VPILPERING ACTION OF A 
SLMI-PERMEABLE MEMBRANE 


dialysate 


waste 
products. — 


semi-permeable 7: | red blood 
membrane cell 
blood pump 
coiled membrane tank with 
tube dialysate 


used 


diamanté 


diamanté /dec-i-mon-tay/ e@ adj. decorated with 
powdered crystal or another sparkling substance. 
@ n. fabric or costume jewellery so 
decorated. [French, literally “set with diameter 
diamonds’ } 
diameter /dy-am-i-tcr/ 7, l a ® a 
straight line passing from side to side 
through the centre of a circle or 
sphere. b the length of this line. 2 a 
transverse measurement; width, thick- 
ness. 3a unit of linear measurement of 
magnifying power (a lens magnifying 2,000 
diameters). \from Greek diametros ( gramme) 
*(line) measuring across | 
diametrical «dj. (also diametric) 1 of 
or along a diameter. 2 (of opposition, difference, 
etc.) complete. 0 diametrically ad. 
diamond e 7. 1 <a precious 
stone of pure crystallized 
carbon, the hardest natu- 
rally occurring substance. 
D aLborropL, Gia, 2 a 
rhombus. 3 a a playing 
card of a suit denoted by 
a red rhombus. b (in p/.) 
this suit. 4 Basehall a the 
space delimited by the 
bases. & sasipant. Bb the 
entire ficld. @ adj. 1 made 
of or set with chamonds o1 
a diamond. 2 rhombus- 
shaped. [based on Latin 
adamay “an adamant’ | 


DIAMOND 


diamondback ». 1 an edible freshwater terrapin, 
alaclemys terrapin, native to N. America, with 
lozenge-shaped markings on tts shell. 2 any 
rattlesnake of the genus Cro/aluy. nauve to N. 
America, with diamond-shaped markings. & svvki 

diamond jubilee ». the 60th .or 75th) anniversary 
of an event. 

diamond wedding ». a 60th tor 75th) weclding 
amluversary, 

dianthus 2. any flowering plant of the genus 
Dianthus, e.g. a carnation or pink. [from Greek Dios 
anthos ‘flower of Zeus’ | 

diapason /dy-a-pay-z6n/ 1. 1 the compass of a 


voice or musical instrument. 2 a fixed standard of 


musical pitch. 3 (in full open or stopped diapa- 
son, cither of two main organ stops extending 
through the organ’s whole compass. [froni Greek 
dia pason (khordon) “through all notes)’ | 

diaper 1. 1,\. Amer a baby’s nappy. 2 aa fabric with 
a small diamond pattern. b this pattern. [based on 
medieval Greek aspros white’ 

diaphanous ad). ‘of fabric etc.) light and clelicate. 
and almost transparent. [from Greek diaphanes. 
based on phainein ‘to show | 

diaphragm /dy-a-lram/ ”. 1a muscular partition 
separating the thorax from the abdomen in 
mammials. & rispikwios. 20a partition m annnal 
and plant tissues. 3 a dise pierced by one or more 
holes in) opucal and systems ete, 
Pm eiceik. 4a device for varying the effective aper- 
ture of the lens in a camera etc. 5 a thin 
contraceptive cap fitting over the cervix, 6 a thin 
sheet used as a parution etc. [from Greek 
diaphndgna partition-wall’] o diaphragmatic ad. 


acoustic 


diarist 7). a person who keeps a diary. 

diarize ;. ;also -ise; 1 ini keep a diary. 2 #. enter in 
a cary. 

diarrhoea /:\v-a-ree-a/ . (°S diarrhea) a condi- 
tion of frequent and loose bowel 
movements. [based on Greek danhen “to flow 
through’| o diarrhoeal «/). 


excessively 


diary 1. (p/. -ies, 1 a daily record of events o 
thoughts, 2 a book for this or for noting future 
eheagements. [based on Latin dies “day | 

Diaspora /(ly-ass-po-ra/ 7. 1 prec. by Me a the 
dispersion of the Jews among the Gentles niaink 


in the 8th 6th c. 6¢. b Jews dispersed in this way 


DIAMETER 


2 (also diaspora) a any group of people similarly 
dispersed. b their dispersion. [Greek] 
diastase n. Biochem. = amvi.ass.. [from Greek diastasis 
‘separation | ’ 
diastole ». Physiol. the period between two 
contractions of the heart when the heart 
muscle relaxes and allows the chambers to 
fill with blood (cf. sysvonr). [from Greek, 
literally ‘a separating’| o diastolic ad). 
diathermy 7. the application of high- 
frequency electric currents to produce heat in 
the deeper tissues of the body. [based on Greek 
thermon “heat’| 
diatom 7. ¥ a unicellular alga found as plank- 
ton and forming fossil deposits. [based on Greek 
dialomos ‘cut in two’] G diatomaceous adj. 


sp cytoplasm 


plastiut 


nucleus ~ xy 


Sou 


at dharte 


DIATOM ( Thalassiosiva species) 


diatomic a7). consisting of two atoms. 

diatonic ad). \fus. Lol ascale, interval, etc.) involv- 
ing only notes proper to the prevailing key without 
chromatic alteration. 2 of a melody or harmony) 
constructed from such a scale. [from Greek 
diatonikos ‘at intervals of a tone’| 

diatribe ». a forceful verbal attack. [from Greek 
diatribe “discourse | 

diazepam 9 /cdy-az-i-pam/ 7. a tranquillizing 
muscle-relaxant drug with anuconvulsant proper- 
ties used to relieve anxiety, tension, etc., e.g. 
Valium. [from benzodiazepine + am] 

dibber 7. = pisnit. 

dibble e 7. > a hand tool for 
making holes m the ground 
for seeds or young plants. @ i 
1 i sow or plant with a dibble. 
2 i. prepare soil) with a dibble. 3 wtr, use a 
dibble, {Middle English] 

dice e 7.//. La small cubes with laces bearing 
one to six spots used in games of chance. 
b (treated as ving.) one of these cubes (see vu.2), 
2 a game played with one or more such 
cubes. 3 food cut into small cubes for cooking. 
e@¢. 1a init play clice. b intr take great risks, 
gamble dicing with death). ¢ tr (foll. by away) 
gamble away. 2 #: cut (food) into small cubes, 
O no dice rollog. (there is) no chance of 
success, cooperation, etc. [Middle English] 


DIBBLE 


m Usage See Usage Note at ni ?. 

dicey aj. (dicier. diciest) s/ang risky, unre- 
liable, 

dichotomy /cl\-kot-61mi/ ». | f/. -ies) La divi- 
sion Into two. classes, parts, etc. 2 a sharp o1 
paradoxical contrast. [from Greek dikholomia, based 
on dihho- “aparU| oO dichotomize vf, & intr (also 
-1se). dichotomous «t/). 


a Usage The use of dichotomy to mean “chilemma 
or ‘ambivalence’. as in Licas faced with the dichotomy of 
rweanling to pass the exam but not wanting Io pleave my 
teacher, She alone im the hook conveys the dichotomy of the 
white immigrants towards blacks, ts considered incor- 
reet in standard Enelish. 


diddums 


dichromatice adj. 1 two-coloured. 2 a (of animal 
species) having individuals that show different 
colorations. b having vision sensitive to only two 
of the three primary colours. [based on Greek 
khromatikos ‘relating to colour} 
dick' n. coarse slang the penis. {pet form of the name 
Richard} 
dick? n. slang a detective. 
dicken int. Austral. slang an expression of disgust or 
disbelief. [usu. associated with pickens or the name 
Dickens] 
dickens 7. (usu. prec. by how, what, why, etc., the) 
collog. (esp. in exclamations) deuce; the Devil (cehat 
the dickens are you doing here?). [16th-century com- 
age| 
Dickensian 6 adj. 1 of or relating to Charles Dick- 
ens, English novelist d. 1870, or his work. 
2 resembling or remmuscent of the situations, poor 
social conditions, or comically repulsive characters 
described in Dickens's work. @ 7. an admirer or 
student of Dickens or his work. 
dicker esp. (Se uv. 1 a imi. bargain, haggle. b fr. 
barter, exchange. 2 inir dither, hesitate. @ 7, a deal, 
a barter. 
dickhead ». coarse slang an idiot. [based on pick |] 
dicky! 1. (also dickey) (p/. -ies or -eys) cology. La 
false shirt-front. 2 (in full dicky bird) a child’s 
word for a little bird. [partly from Dicky, pet form 
of Richard] 
dicky* adj. \dickier, dickiest) Brit. s/ang unsound: 
likely to collapse or fail. [18th-century coinage | 
dicotyledon /dy-kot-i-lee-d6n/ n. any flowering 
plant with an embryo which bears two cotyledons. 
D> ANGIOSPLRM, GOTYLEDON, FLOWER. [modern Latin 
dicotyledones| O dicotyledonous ad). 
dicta //. of vic rum. 
Dictaphone 7. prop a machine for recording and 
playing back dictatedJetters etc. 
dictate e 7. 1 ¢ say og read aloud (words to be writ- 
ten down or recorded}. 2 a ¢x prescribe or lay down 
authoritatively: b air give orders. @ n. (usu. in pl.) an 
authoritative instruction (dictates of conscience). [from 
Latin dictare ‘to say offen’] 
dictation n. 1 a the saying of words to be written 
down or recorded.ab an instance of this. ¢ the 
material that is dictated. 2 a authoritative prescrip- 
tion. b an instance of this. ce a command. 
dictator 7. 1 a ruler with unre- 
stricted authority. 2 a person with 
supreme authority in any sphere, 3a 
clomineering person. 
dictatorial adj. 1 of or like a dictator. 2 imperious. 
overbearing. O dictatorially ade. 
dictatorship 1. 1 a state ruled by a dictator. 2 a the 
position, rule, ov period of rule of a dictator. 
b rule by a dictator. 3 absolute authority in any 
sphere. 
diction 7. 1 the manner of enunciation in speaking 
or singing. 2 the choice of words or phrases, [based 
on Latin dicere dict- ‘to say’ | 
dictionary 1. (//. -ies) 1 a book that lists and 
explains the words of a language or gives equiva- 
lent words in another language. 2 a reference book 
on any subject, the tems of which are arranged 
in alphabeucal order. [from medieval Latin dictio- 
narilum “a repertory of words’ | 
dictum 7, ( ///, dicta or dictums) 1 a formal utter- 
ance or pronouncement. 2 a saying or maxim, 
[Latin, literally ‘thing said] 
did past of pot, 
didactic «ad. 1 meant to instruct. 2 (of a person) 
tediously pedanuc. [based on Greek didaskein “to 
tcach | G didactically adi. didacticism 1. 
diddle ©. collog. 1 I. cheat, swindle. 2 intr, US waste 
ume, [probably trom Jeremy Diddler. a character in 
Kenney’s Raving the Wind (1803), who constantly 
borrowed money which he did not repay] 
diddums 7/, Bri/. expressing commiseration esp. to 
a child. [from did ‘em, i.e. ‘did they (tease you etc.)?"| 


DIDGERIDOO 


didgeridoo 


didgeridoo 2. (also didjeridoo) < an 


long tubular shape. 
didn’t cont did not. 
die’ ». (dies, died, dying) l intr cease to 
live (died of hunger). 2. intr. a come to an end, 
fade away (the project died within six months). 
b cease to function (the engine died). ¢ (of a 
flame) go out. 3 wir (foll. by on) die or cease 
to function while in the presence or charge 
of (a person). 4 imix be exhausted or 
tormented (nearly died of boredom). 5 tr. suffer 
(a specified death) (dzed a natural death). 0 be 
dying (foll. by for, or to + infin.) wish for 
longingly or intently (was dying for a drink; am 
dying to see you). die away become weaker or 
fainter to the point of extinction. die back 
(of a plant) decay from the tp towards the 
root. die down become less loud or strong. 
die hard be slow to disappear; persist 
obdurately (old habits die hard). die off die 
one after another. die out become 
extinct. never say die keep up one’s 
courage, not give in. [Middle English] 
die® n. 1 sing of pice n. la. 2 (pl. dies) 
a an engraved device for stamping a 
design on coins, medals, etc. b a device 
for stamping, cutting, or moulding ma- 
terial into a particular shape. O as 
straight (or true) as a die 1 quite 
straight. 2 entirely honest or loyal. the 
die is cast an irrevocable step has been 
taken. [based on Latin datum, literally 
‘thing given’ 
m Usage Dice, rather than die, is now 
the standard singular as well as plural form in the 
games sense (sense 1 above), e.g. one dice, two dice. 


die-casting 7. the process or product of casting 
from metal moulds. 0 die-cast ». /r. 

diehard n. a conservative or stubborn person. 

dielectrit Electr. e adj. insulating. @ n. an insulating 
medium or substance. 

dieresis (/S var. of piarKesis. 

diesel n. 1 (in full diesel engine) an internal- 
combustion engine in which the heat produced by 
the compression of air in the cylinder ignites the 


fuel. 2 a vehicle driven by a diesel engine. 3 fuel for 


a diesel engine. [named after R. Diese’, German 
engineer, 1858-1913] 
diesel-electric @ 7. a vehicle driven by the electric, 
current produced by a diesel-engined generator. 
> TRAIN. @ adj. of or powered by this means. 
diesel oil n. a heavy petroleum fraction used as fuel 
in diesel engines. & | RAGTIONAL DISTILLATION 
die-stamping 7. embossing paper etc. with a cle. 
diet'e 7. 1 the kinds of food that a person or animal 
habitually eats. 2 a special course of food to which 
a person is restricted. @ winix (dieted, dieting) 


Australian Aboriginal wind instrument of 


disagreement (pul aside their differences). O make a 
(or all the etc.) difference have a significant effect 
or influence. make no difference have no eflect. 

different adj. 1 unlike, distinguishable nm nature, 
form, or quality. 2 distinct, separate; not the same 
one. 3 collog. unusual (wanted to do something different). 
[from Latin different- ‘differing’] 0 differently adv. 
differentness 7. 


m Usage In sense | different from is generally 
regarded as the most acceptable collocation; to is 
common in less formal British use; than is estab- 
lished in US use and also found in British use, esp. 
when followed by a clause, e.g. J am a different person 
than I was a year ago. 


differential e adj. 1 a of, exhibiting, or depending 
on a difference. b varying according to circum- 
stances. 2 Math. relating to infinitesimal differences. 
3 constituting a specific difference; distinctive; 
relating to specific differences (differential diagnosis). 
4 Physics & Mech. concerning the difference of two 
or more motions, pressures, etc. @ 7. 1 a difference 
between individuals of the same kind. 2 a differ- 
ence in wage between industries or categories of 
employees in the same industry. 3 a difference 
between rates of interest etc. 4 .\aih. an infinitesi- 
mal difference between successive values of a 
variable. 5 (in full differential gear) a gear allow- 
ing a vehicle’s driven wheels to revolve at different 
speeds in cornering. Oo differentially adv. 
differential calculus 7. a method of calculating 
rates of change, maximum or minimum values, etc. 
differential equation 7. an cquation involving 
derivatives of a function or functions. 
differentiate uv 1 f constitute a difference 
between or in. 2 # G (often foll. by between) intr. find 
differences (between); discriminate. 3 i, @ intr 
make or become different in the process of devel- 
opment. 4 & Math. transform (a function) into its 
derivative. 0 differentiation 7. differentiator 7. 
difficult ad. 1 a needing much effort or skill. 
b troublesome, perplexing. 2 (of a person): a not 
easy to please or satisfy. b uncooperative, trouble- 
some. 3 characterized by hardships or problems (a 
difficult period in his life). 
difficulty 7. (pl. -ies) 1 the state or condition of 
being difficult. 2 a a difficult thing; a problem or 
hindrance. b (often in p/.) a cause of distress or 
hardship (in financial difficulties). 0 with difficulty 
not easily. [Middle Engiish, from Latin difficullas) 
diffident adj. 1 shy, lacking self-confidence. 2 exces- 
sively reticent. [from Latin diffident- ‘mistrusting’| 
o diffidence 7. diffidently adv. 
diffract v./7. cause to undergo diffraction. 


DIFFRACTION 


dig 


diffraction n. Physics ¥ the process by which a beam 
of light or other system of waves is spread out as a 
result of passing through a narrow aperture or 
across an edge, often accompanied by interference 
between the waveforms produced. > INTERFERENCE. 
[based on Latin diffiactus ‘broken into pieces’ | 

diffuse e adj. /di-fewss/ 1 spread out, not concen- 
trated. 2 not concise; long-winded, verbose. @ wir. 
& intr. /di-fewz/ 1 disperse or be dispersed from a 
centre. 2 spread or be spread widely. 3 Physics inter- 
mingle by diffusion. [from Latin diffusus “extensive’] 
o diffusely adv. diffuseness n. diffusible ad. 
diffusive ad). 

diffuser 7. (also diffusor) 1 a person or thing that 
diffuses. 2 Engin. a duct for broadening an airflow 
and reducing its speed. 

diffusion 7. 1 the act or an instance of diffusing; 
the process of being diffused. 2 Physics & Chem. 
¥ the interpenetration of substances by the natural 
movement of their particles. 


DIFFUSION orf ) 
POTASSIUM 
PERMANGANATE 
IN WATER 


dig ev. (digging: pasf and pas! part. dug) 1 intr. break 
up and remove or turn over soil, ground, etc. 2 &: 
a break up and displace (the ground etc.) in this 
way. b (foll. by up) break up the soil of (fallow land). 
3 tv make (a hole, grave, tunnel, etc.) by digging. 
4 tr (often foll. by up, out) a obtain or remove by 
digging. b find or discover after searching, 5 ir (also 
absol.) excavate (an archaeological site). 6 é slang 
like, appreciate, or understand. 7 t & inir (foll. by 
in, into) thrust or poke into. 8 itz, make one’s way by 
digging (dug through the mountainside). @ n. 1 a piece of 
digging, 2 a thrust or poke (a dig in the ribs). 3. collog. 


restrict oneself to small amounts or special kinds of 
food, esp. to control one’s weight. @ atirih.ad. with 
reduced fat or sugar content. [from Greek diaila ‘a 
way of life’) a dieter 7. 
diet? n. 1 a legislative assembly in certain countries. 
2 hist. a national or international conference. [from 
medieval Latin diela ‘day's work, wages, etc.’| 
dietary adj. of or relating to a diet. 
dietetic adj. of or relating to dict. 
dietetics n.p/. (usu. treated as sing) the scientific 
study of diet and nutrition. 
dietitian ». (also dietician) an expert in dietetics. 
differ w.inir 1 (often foll. by from) be unlike or distin- | 
guishable. 2 (often foll. by wth) disagree. [from 
Latin differre ‘to bear in different directions'’] 
difference 7. 1 the state or condition of being 
different or unlike. 2 a point in which things differ. 
3 adegree of unlikeness. 4 a the quantity by which 
amounts differ: a deficit (zl have to make up the differ- 
ence). b the remainder left after subtraction. 5 a a 
disagreement, quarrel, or dispute. b the grounds of 


Diffraction is the bending or spreading out 
of waves, such as the water waves shown 
here in a ripple tank, as they pass the edge 


of a barrier. When waves pass through a 
small gap, which consists of two edges, they 
spread out in concentric semicircles. 


diffracted 


WAVES 
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waves 


parallel 


waves __ 


DEMONSTRATION OF LODGE 
DIFTRACTION 


DEMONSTRATION OF DIFFRACTION 
THROUGH A SMALL GAP 


digest 


DIGESTION 


The digestive system 
comprises a group of 
| organs that break down 


longue 


moulh 


food into particles that can 
be absorbed by the body, 
and eliminate waste prod- 
ucts. In humans, the 
digestive tract begins at the 
mouth and includes the 
oesophagus, stomach, small 
and large intestines, rectum, 
and anus. It is connected, 
via ducts, to salivary glands, 
the gall bladder, and the 
pancreas, which provide 
bile and enzymes to aid 
digestion, and to the liver, 
which helps to metabolize 
food products into a form 
that can be stored (e.g. fat 
and protein). Undigested 
food is solidified into faeces 
in the large intestine, ready 
for excretion via the anus. 


salivary — 
glands 


ihe . = 


liver 
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bladder =~ 


small \ 
HUMAN intestine ——_ | 
DIGESTIVE 
SYSTEM 


appendix ———__ 


QNUS 


a pointed remark. 4 an archacological excavation. 
5 (in pl.) esp. Brit. collog. lodgings. o dig one’s heels 
(or feet or toes} in be obstinate. dig in collog. 
begin eating, dig oneself in 1 prepare a defensive 
trench or pit. 2 establish one’s position. {Middle 
English] 

digest e 7/7 /dy-jest/ 1 break down (food) in the 
stomach and bowels into simpler molecules that 
can be assimilated by the body. 2 understand and 
assimilate incntally. 3 Chem. treat (a substance) with 
heat, enzymes, or a solvent in order to decompose 
it. extract the essence, etc. 4 a reduce to a system- 
atic or convenient form: summarize. b think over: 
arrange in the mind. @ 2. /dy-jest/ 1 a methodical 
summary esp. of a body of laws. 2 a regular or 
occasional synopsis of current literature or news. 
[from Latin digerere digest- “to distribute] o digester 
n. digestibility . digestible ad. 

digestion 7. 1 A the process of digesting, 2 the cap- 
acity to digest food (has a weak digestion, 3. digesting 
a substance by means of heat, enzymes, or a solvent. 

digestive e ad. 1 of or relating to digestion. 
2 aiding or promoting digestion. @ 7. 1 a substance 
that aids digestion. 2 (in full digestive biscuit) 
Bri. a semi-sweet wholemeal biscuit. 

digger x. ba person or machine that digs, esp. a 
mechanical excavator, 2 a miner, 3 collog. an 
Australian or New Zealander. 

digit n. 1 any numeral from 0 to 9. 2 Anat. & vol. a 
finger, thumb, or toe. {from Latin digitus| 

digital aj. 1 designating, rclating to, operating with, 
or created using, signals or information represented 
by digits (a digital recording. ~* kicorn, 2 vof a clock, 
watch, etc.) giving a reading by means of clisplaved 
disits as opposed to hands cef asatouen adj. 2) 
> ctock. O digitalize «fr :also -ise,. digitally ud: 

digital audio tape 7. magneti tape on which 
sound is recorded digitally. 

digitalin /cli-ji-tay-lin/ 7. the pharmacologically 


296 


diligent 


epiglottis 


oesophagus 


— 1 stomach 


pancreas 


large 
intestine | 


<a 


reclum 


active constituent(s) of the foxglove. [based on pict- 
IALIS] 
digitalis /dj-ji-tay-lis/ n. a drug prepared from the 
dried leaves of foxgloves and containing substances 
that stimulate the heart muscle. [modern Latin genus 
name of the foxglove, literally ‘relating to the fmger’] 
digitize wir (also -ise) ¥ convert (data etc.) into 
digital form, esp. for a computer. 0 digitization 7. 
dignified adj, having or expressing dignity, 
dignify 7.7: |-ies, -ied) I give dignity to. 2 ennoble; 
make worthy or illustrious. 3 give the form or 
appearance of dignity to (dignified the house with the 
name of mansion). {based on Latin dignus ‘worthy’ | 


DIGITIZE 


Digitizing involves converting a continuously 


varying signal, known as an analogue signal, 
into one composed of discrete units, known 
as a digital signal. In the digitizing process, 
the analogue waveform is measured many 
times every second, and each part of the 
measured wave is broken down into units. 
Each unit is given a binary number related 
to the height of the wave at that point. 


/ 


iy 


analogue signal __ 
represented ay 
a waie 


discrete units 
make up digital 
signal 


NIN 


dignitary 1. (//. -ies) a person holding high rank or 
office. 

dignity 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a composed and serious 
manner. 2 the state of being*worthy of honour 
or respect. 3 worthiness, excellence (the dignity of 
work). 4 a high rank or position. 0 beneath one’s 
dignity not worthy enough for one. stand on 
one’s dignity insist on being treated with respect. 
{from Latin dignitas| 

digraph 2. a group of two letters representing one 
sound, as in ph and ey. 


w Usage Digraph is sometimes confused with ligature 
which means ‘two or more letters joined together’. 


digress v.iniz. depart from the main subject. [from 
Latin digredi digress- ‘to go aside’) o digression 1. 
digressive adj. 

digs see pic 7. 5. 

dike! var. of pyxe!. 

dike? var. of vysi?. 

diktat n. a categorical statement 
[German, literally ‘a dictate’ | 

dilapidated adj. in a state of disrepair or ruin. 
[from Latin dlapidatus *demolished’} 

dilapidation 7, 1 a the process of bringing into 
disrepair or ruin. b a state of disrepair. 2 (in p/) 
repairs required at the end of a tenancy or lease. 

dilatation 7. 1 the widening or expansion of a 
hollow organ or cavity, 2 the process of dilatung. 

dilatation and curettage see p. \npc. 

dilate v. 1 tx, G int, make or become wider or larger. 
2 intr. speak or write at length. [from Latin dilatare 
‘to spread out’] o dilation 2. 

dilatory /dil-a-t6ri/ adj. given to or causing delay. 
[from Late Latin difatorius| 0 dilatoriness 7. 

dildo 2. (fl. -os or -oes) an object shaped like an 
erect penis and used for sexual stimulation. [16th- 
century coinage] ; 

dilemma 1. 1 a situation in which a choice has to 
be made between two equally undesirable alterna- 
tives. 2 a state of indecision between two 
alternatives. 3 disp. a difficult situation; a problem. 
[Greek, literally ‘double premiss’ | 


or decree. 


a Usage The use of dilemma in sense 3 is consid- 
ered incorrect by some people. 
dilettante /dil-i-tan-ti/ n. (p/. dilettanti or dilet- 
tantes) a person who studies a subject superficially. 
(Italian, literally “delighting’| o dilettantism 7. 
diligence 7. 1 careful and persistent application or 


effort. 2 industriousness. [from Latin diligentia. 
related to piictyT| 


diligent adj. 1 careful and steady in application 


DIGITIZING AN 
ANALOGUE SIGNAL 


Strength of signal 
represented by | 
height of bar 


it. 


LL 


dill 


to one’s work or duties. 2 showing care and effort. 
[from Latin diligent- ‘delighting in’] 5 diligently adv. 
dill’ n. 1 < an umbelliferous 


yellow flowers and aromatic 
seeds. 2 the leaves (in full dill 
weed) or seeds of this plant 
used for flavouring and medi- 
cinal purposes. [Old English] 

dill? n, Austral. & NZ slang 1a 
fool or simpleton. 2 the victim 
of a trickster. 

dill pickle x. pickled cucum- 
ber etc. flavoured with dill. 

dilly 7. (pi. -ies) esp. US slang a 
remarkable or excellent person 
or thing. [originally as adj. in 
sense ‘delightful, delicious’| 

dilly-dally w.iniz, (-ies, -ied) 
collog. 1 dawdle, loiter. 2 vacil- 
late. 

dilute e vr 1 reduce the strength of (a fluid) by 
adding water or another solvent. 2 weaken or 
reduce the strength or forcefulness of. e adj. diluted, 
[based on Latin lwere ‘to wash’| 0 dilution n. 

dim e cd). (dimmer, dimmest) 1 a only faintly 
luminous or visible; not bright. b obscure; ill- 
defined. 2 not clearly perceived or remembered. 
3 collog. stupid. 4 (of the eyes) not seeing clearly. e z. 
(dimmed, dimming) 1 /, & inly. make or become 
dim. 2 ¢ US dip (headlights). 0 take a dim view 
of collog. 1 disapprove of. 2 feel gloomy about. {Old 
English] 0 dimly adv. dimness n. 

dime 7. N. Amex. 1 a ten-cent com. 2 collog. a small 
amount of money. [based on Latin decima pars 
‘tenth part’] 

dimension 7. 1 a measurable extent of any kind, as 
length, breadth, depth. 2 (in p/.) size, scope, extent. 
3 an aspect or facet. [from Latin dimensio, based on 
mensus ‘measured’] 0 dimensional adj. (also in 
comb,). dimensionless adj. 

dimer 7. Chem. a compound consisting of two iden- 
tical molecules linked together. 0 dimeric ad). 

diminish », 1 é & intr, make or become smaller or 
less. 2 éx lessen the reputation of. [from Latin dimin- 
uere ‘to break up small’| 

diminished adj. 1 yeduced; made smaller or less. 
2 Afus. (of an interval) less by a semitone than the 
corresponding minor or perfect interval. 


DILL 
(Anethum graveolens) 


diminished responsibility 1. Bri. the limitation, 


of criminal responsibility on the ground of mental 
abnormality. 

diminuendo \fus. @ 7. (pl. -os or diminuendi) 1 a 
gradual decrease in loudness. 2 a passage to be 
performed with such a decrease. @ adv. G& adj. with 
a gradual decrease in loudness. (Italian, literally 
‘dimimishing’ | 

diminution 7. 1 the act or an instance of diminish- 
ing. 2 the amount by which something diminishes. 
[from Latin duminuto, related to piminish| 

diminutive e adj. 1 tiny. 2 Gram. (of a word or 
suffix) implying smallness, either actual or imputed 
in token of affection, scorn, etc. (e.g. let, -ling). @ n. 
Gram. a diminutive word or suffix. 

dimmer ”. 1 (in full dimmer switch) a device for 


varying the brightness of an electric light. 2 US 


a (in pl.) small parking lights on a motor vehicle. 
b a headlight on low beam. 

dimorphie adj. (also dimorphous) Biol., Chem., 
& Mineral. exhibiting, or occurring in, two 
distinct forms. [based on Greek morphé ‘form’] a di- 
morphism 2. 

dimple e 7. a small hollow in the flesh, esp. in the 
cheeks or chin. @ 2. 1 mir produce or show dimples. 
2 t produce dimples in (a cheek etc.). [Middle 
English] o dimply ad). 

dim sum 7. (also dim sim) a Chinese dish of 
small steamed or fried savoury dumplings 
containing various fillings, served as a snack or 
course. 


herb, Anethum graveolens, with | 


Millay 
Ye 


dimwit n. collog. a stupid person. 0 dim-witted 
adj. 

DIN n. any of a series of technical standards 
originating in Germany and used internation- 
ally, esp. to designate electrical connections, film 
speeds, and paper sizes. [from German Deutsche 
Aaclustric- Vorm| 

din e 7. a prolonged loud and distracting noise. @ v. 
(dinned, dinning) 1 ? (foll. by ito) instil (some- 
thing to be learnt) by constant repetition. 2 intr: 
make a din. [Old English] 

dinar /dee-nar/ n. the chief monetary unit of the 
states of the former Yugoslavia and certain coun- 
tries of the Middle East and N. Africa. [from Latin 
denarius, a small coin] 

dine v. 1 mfr. a eat dinner. b (foll. by on, upon) eat for 
dinner. 2 /r give dinner to. 0 dine out I dine away 
from home. 2 (foll. by on) be entertained to dinner 
etc. on account of (one’s ability to relate an inter- 
esting event, story, etc.). [from Old French diner] 

diner 7. 1 a person who dines. 2 a railway dining 
car. 3 A. Amer. a small restaurant. 4 a small dining 
room. 

dinette 7, 1 a small room or part of a room used for 
eating meals. 2.\. Amer. a set of table and chairs for 
this. 

dingbat 7. slang 1 NV. Amer. & Austral. a stupid or 
eccentric person. 2 (in pl.) Austral. & Za madness. 
b discomfort, unease (gives me the dingbats). [1 91h- 
century coinage, in early use applied to various 
vaguely specified objects] 

ding-dong e 7. 1 the sound of alternate chimes. 
2 Brit. collog. an intense argument or fight. 3 Brit. 
collog. a riotous party. @ ad). (of a contest etc.) evenly 
matched and intensely waged; thoroughgoing. 
[1 6th-century coinage] 

dinghy /ding-2i/ 7. ( pl. -ies) 1 a small boat carried 
by a ship. 2 ¥ a small pleasure boat. 3 a small mflat- 
able rubber boat. > soar. [from Hindi dng] 


| DINGHY 
‘The term dinghy is applied 
to different types of small 
pleasure boat, but is most 
commonly used to refer to 
a sailing dinghy, which is a 
small open boat powered 
by sail. Although there are 
numerous Classes of sailing 
dinghy, ranging from ones 
suitable for novice sailors 
to competiuve racing 

| dinghies, the basic parts, as 
shown here, are common 
to most sailing dinghies. 
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dingle 7. a deep wooded valley or dell. [Middle 
English] 

dingo 2. (f/. -oes or -os) ¥ a wild Australian dog, 
Canis dingo. [from Aboriginal din-gu ‘domesti- 
cated dingo’| 


DINGO 
(Canis dingo) 


dingy /din-ji/ adj. (dingier, dingiest) dirty- 
looking, drab, dull-coloured. o dinginess n. 

dining car 7. a railway carriage equipped as a 
restaurant. 

dining room 7. a room in which meals are eaten. 

dinkum adj. Austral. & NZ collog. genuine, right. 0 fair 
dinkum 1 fair play, 2 genuine(ly), honest(ly), true, 
truly, [19th-century coinage] 

dinkum oil n. Austral. & VZ collog. the honest truth. 

dinky «dj. (dinkier, dinkiest) collog. 1 Brit. neat 
and attractive; small, dainty. 2 \. Amer. trifling, 
insignificant. [from Scots dink ‘neat’] 

dinner 7. 1 the main meal of the day, taken either 
at midday or in the evening. 2 a formal evening 
meal. {from Old French diner] 

dinner jacket 7. a man’s short usu. black formal 
jacket for evening wear. 
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dinner lady 1. Bri/. a woman who supervises chil- 
dren’s lunch in a school. 

dinner party n. 4 party to which guests are invited 
to eat dinner together. 

dinner service 2. a set of usu. matching crockery 
for serving a meal. 

dinner time 1. the time at which dinner is custom- 
arily eaten. 

dinosaur 7). 1 > an extinct reptile of the Mesozoic 
era, 2 a large unwieldy system or organization. 
(from Greek demos ‘terrible’ + sauros lizard’) 0 dino- 
saurian adj. G ni. 

dint e 7. a dent. e vf mark with dints. 5 by dint of 
by force or means of, [Old English] 

diocesan e adj. of or concerning a diocese. @ 7. the 
bishop of a diocese. 

diocese x. a district under the pastoral care of a 
bishop. [from Greek diotkesis “administration | 

diode ». Electronics 1 ¥ a semiconductor allowing the 
flow of current in one direction only and having 
two terminals. > rvwio. 2 a thermionic valve having 
two electrodes. [based on rect Rob] 
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small signal diode 


dioecious /dy-ee-shiis/ ad. 1 Bo/. having male and 
female organs on separate plants. 2 Cool. having the 
two sexes in separate individuals (cf. Mmoxorciots). 
[from Greck di ‘two-’ + -vikos *-housed’| 
Dionysiac /dy-6-niz-i-ak/ adj. (also Dionysian 
1 wildly sensual; unrestrained. 2 in Greek myth- 
ology) of or relating to Dionysus, the Greck god 
of wine, or his worship. [from Greek Dionusas] 
dioptre /dy-op-ter/ n. (US diopter) Opiics a unit of 
refractive power of a lens, equal to the reciprocal of 
its focal length in metres. [from Greck diopira, a 
kind of theodolite | 
diorama 7. 1 a scenic painting in which changes in 
colour and direction of Ulumination simulate a 
sunrise etc, 2 a small representation of a scene with 
three-dimensional figures, viewed through a 
window etc. 3 a small-scale model or film set. 
[based on Greek horama‘a sight | 
diorite 7. (Geol. ® a coarse-grainccl 
plutonic igneous rock containing 
quartz. [based on Greek diorizeim 
‘to distinguish | O dioritic ad). 
dioxide 7». Chen. an oxide 
containing two atoms of oxygen 
carbon dioxide . 
dioxin 1. Chem. any of a class of 
cyclic compounds produced ss 
chemical by-products. 
Dip. abbr. Diploma. ; 
dip e ©. dipped. dipping /“"~ ' iad 
1 tr put or let down briefly 
into liquid ete. 2 ih. a go below a 
surface or level (¢he sun dipped below 
the horizon. b of a level of income, 
acuvity, etc.) clecline shghtly ( profits dipped in May). 
3 lr. extend downwards: take or have a downward 
slope (the road dips after the hend;. 4 inh. go under 
water and emerge quickly, 5 ax (foll. by info) a read 
briefly from sa book ete.) b take a cursory interest 
in (a subject). 6 (fol, by mo) a itr, put a hand, ladle, 
etc., Into a container to take something out. b . pul 
a hand ete.) nto a container to clo this. ¢ m/e spend 
from or make use of one’s resources «dipped into ou 
vavings). 7. & mtr lower or be lowered, esp. in 
salute. 8 0. Brit. lower the bean of ta vehicle’s head- 
lights: to reduce dazzle. 9 f. colour va fabric) by 
immersing it in dye. 10 ¢ wash \sheep) hy immer- 
sion in a vermin-killing liquid. @ 7. 1 an act ot 


DIORITE SEEN THROUGH 
V MICROSCOPE, 


dipping or being dipped. 2 a liquid into which 
something is dipped. 3 a brief bathe in the 
sea, a river, etc. 4a brief downward slope in 
a road etc. 5 a sauce or dressing into which 
food 1s dipped before eating. [Old English] 

Dip. A.D. abbr. Brit. Diploma in Art and 
Design. 

Dip. Ed. abbr. Brit. Diploma in Education. 

Dip. H.E. abb: Bri. Diploma of Higher 
Education. 

diphosphate n. Chem. a compound with two 
phosphate groups in the molecule, or a salt 
with two phosphate anions per cation. 

diphtheria n, an acute infectious bacterial 
disease with inflammation of a mucous 
membrane esp. of the throat. {based on 
Greek diphthera ‘skin’ | 

diphthong 7. 1 a speech sound in one syllable 
in which the articulation begins as for one vowel 
and moves towards another (as in com, loud, and 
vide). 2 a digraph representing the sound of a diph- 
thong or single vowel (as in feat). [from Greek 
diphthoggos “having two sounds’ | 

diplodocus /di-plod-6-ktis/ n. a huge plant- 
eating dinosaur of the genus Diplodocus, of the 
Jurassic period, with a long neck and long slender 
tail. [from Greek diplous ‘double’ + dokoy “wooden 
beam] 

diploid Bio/. @ ad). (of an organism or cell) having two 
complete sets of chromosomes per cell. @ 7. a diploid 
cell or organism. > metosis. [based on Greek diplous 
‘double’| 

diploma ». 1 a certificate of qualification awarded by 
a college etc. 2 a document conferring an honour or 
privilege, [from Greek diploma ‘folded paper | 

diplomacy 7. 1 a the management of inter- 
national relauons. b expertise in this. 2 tact. [from 
French diplomatie| 

diplomat v. 1 a member of a diplomatic service. 
2 a tactful person. 

diplomate 7. 
diploma. 

diplomatic ad. 1 a of or involved in diplomacy. 
b skilled in diplomacy. 2 tactful. [related to piptons| 
o diplomatically adi. 

diplomatic bag n. Brit, a container in which offi- 
cial mail ete. is dispatched to or from an embassy, 
not usu. subject to customs inspection. 

diplomatic corps 7. the body of diplomats repre- 

senting other countries at a seat of government. 

— diplomatic immunity 7. (he exemption of 

, diplomatic staff abroad from arrest, tax- 

ation. ttc. 

3 diplomatic service 7. Bri/. the branch 

a} of public service concerned with the 
representation of a country abroad. 
diplomatist 7. = pirioniii. 

dipole n. 1 Physics two equal and oppo- 

sitely charged or miagneuzed poles 

if separated by a distance. 2 Chem. a mol- 

: ecule in which a concentration of positive 

charges is separated from a concentration 

of negative charges. 3 an aerial consisting 

of a horizontal metal rod with a connect- 

ing wire at its centre. 

dipper vn. 1 a diving bird, Cinelus cinclus. 2 a ladle. 

dippy ad). \dippier, dippiest) s/ang crazy. silly 

dipshit 7. esp. .\. Amer: slang a contemptible or inept 
person. 


esp. US a person who holds a 


dipso 1. (//. -os) collog. a dipsomaniac. 

dipsomania 7. an abnormal craving for alcohol. 
{from Greek dips@ ‘a thirst’ + mania “madness’| 
c dipsomaniac n. 

dipstick ». 1 a graduated rod for measuring the 
depth of a liquid, esp. in a vehicle’s engine. 2 slang 
a foolish or inept person; an idiot. 

dipterous adj. of or relating to the insect order 
Diptera, whose members have two membranous 
wings. [based on Greek pleron ‘wing’ | 


directional 


DIPTYCH: INTERIOR OF THE 
WILTON DIPTYGCH (¢.1395) 


diptych /dip-tik/ n. A a painting on two hinged 
panels which may be closed like a book. [from 
Greek diptukha “(folding) pair of writing tablets’ ] 

dire adj. 1 a calamitous, dreadful (in dire straits). 
b ominous (dive warnings). ¢ ( predic.) Brit. collog. very 
bad. 2 urgent (in dire need). [from Latin dirus| 
O direly adi. 

direct e adj. 1 extending or moving in a straight line 
or by the shortest route; not crooked or circuitous. 
2 a straightforward; going straight to the point. 
b frank. 3 without intermediaries or the interven- 
tion of other factors (direct rule; made a direct approach). 
4 (of descent) lineal, not collateral. 5 complete, 
greatest possible (he direct opposite). @ adv. 1 without 
an intermeciary or intervening factor (dealt with 
them direct). 2 by a civect route (send i direct to London), 
@ wf 1 control, guide; govern the movements of. 
2 (foll. by fo + infin., or thai + clause) give a formal 
order or command to. 3 (foll. by fo) a address (a 
letter etc.). b tell or show (a person) the way to a 
destination. 4 (fol. by at, fo. towards) a point, aim, or 
cause (a blow or missite) to move in a certain direc- 
tion. b point or address (one’s attention, a remark. 
etc.). 5 guide as an adviser, as a principle, ete. (/ do 
as duty directs me). @ a (also absol.) supervise the 
performing, staging, etc., of (a film, play, etc.). 
b supervise the performance of (an actor etc.). 
7 (also absol.) guide the performance of (a group of 
musicians). [from Latin directus ‘directed, guided’| 
O directness 1. 

direct action 7. action such as a strike or sabotage 
directly affecting the public and meant to reinforce 
demands on a goverminent, employer, etc. 

direct current 17. an electric current flowing in one 
direction only. > circcn 

direct debit ». 87i/, an arrangement for the regular 
debiting of a bank account at the request of the 
payee. 

direct dialling n. the facility of dialling a tele- 
phone number without making use of the operator, 
a direct dial «itrih.ad). 

direct-grant school 7. /is/. (in the UK) a school 
receiving funds from the Government and not from 
a local authority. 

direction 1. ! the act or process of directing; super- 
vision, 2 (usu. in p/.) an order or instruction, 3 a the 
coursc or linc along which a person or thing moves 
or looks, or which must be taken to reach a des- 
ination. b (in p/.) guidance on how to reach a 
destination. ¢ the point to or from which a person 
or thing moves or looks. 4 the tendency or scope of 
a theme, subject, or inquiry. 9 directionless adj. 

directional ad. 1 of or indicating direction. 2 Elec- 
froniey a concerned with the transmission of radio 
or sound waves in a particular direction. b (of 
equipment) designed to receive radio or sound 
waves most effectively from a particular direction 
or directions. 0 directionality 1. directionally 
ade. 


D I N O S aN VW R cranium | ischium 


Dinosaurs were the dominant land vertebrates ea ae iia : lium 
for most of the Mesozoic era (248-65 million ae 

years ago). They are separated into two groups 
according to the structure of the pelvis: 
ornithischian (bird-hipped) dinosaurs had a 
pubis that slanted backwards; most saurischian 
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disadvantageous ed). 1 involving disadvantage. 
2 derogatory; disereditable. 

disaffected «dj. 1 disloyal, esp. to one’s superiors. 
2 estranged: no longer friendly, discontented. 
Joriginally in sense ‘disliked’] 

disaffection 7. I disloyalty. 2 political discontent. 

disaffiliate :. 1 / end the affiliation of 2 i end 
one’s attiiation. 3 o @ int: detach. o disaffili- 
ation /, 

disatforest #:/. Brit. clear of forests or trees. 

disagree iii, disagrees, disagreed, dis- 
agreeing jolten foll. by with) 1 hold a different 
opinion, 2 quarrel. 3 yof factors or circumstances) 
not correspond. 4 have an adverse effect upon 
a person’s health, digestion, etc.). a disagree- 
Mee “. 

disagreeable «adj. 1 unpleasant. 2 bad-tempered. 
o disagreeably «ac. 

disallow :.tr retuse to allow or accept as valid: 
prohibu. a disallowance n. 

disambiguate 2. remove ambiguity from. o dis- 
ambiguation /. 

disappear iit: 1 cease to be visible; pass from 
sight. 2 cease to exist or be in circulation or use 
trams had all but disappeared . 3 \of a person or thing} 
yu uussiny, O disappearance n. 

disappoint ¢.0. 1 also adso/)) fail to fulfil a desire or 
eypectauon of .a person’. 2 frustwate (hopes ete.). 
© be disappointed fail to have one’s expectation 
ete. tultilled im some regard (eas disappointed weuth you, 
um disupbointed to be last. [trom French désappoiter| 
2 disappointedly qd: disappointing ad). dis- 
appointingly «ads: 

disappointment 7. 1 an event, thing, or person 
that disappoints. 2 a feelmg of distress, vexation, 
ete., resulting from this (/ cannot hide my disappoint- 


disapprobation #. stypng disapproval. 

disapprove :. I ini, usu. toll. by of! have or express 
an unfavourable opinion. 2 & be displeased with. 
disapproval ». disapproving wd). disapprov- 
ingly avd: 

disarm :. 1. take wetpons away from often foll. 
by vf seere divarmed of their rifle, 2 intr (of a state etc.) 
disband or reduce ityarmed forces. 3 & remove the 
tuse front a bomb ete.). 4 &. deprive of the power 
to injure. 3) pacity or allay the hostility or 
suspicions of} mollity, placate. 0 disarmer 1. 
disarming «ud. esp. in sense 5. disarmingly ad: 

disarmament ». the reduction by a state of its 
uulitary forces and weapons. 

disarrange :.!), bring into disorder. 

disarray en. olten prec. by m, info) disorder, con- 
fusion @ 3.2 throw into disorder. 

disassemble :./. take a machine etc.) to pieces. 
- disassembly ». 

disassociate ¢./), & 

ation 7. 


inf = wissoci\tt, O disassoci- 


disaster 1. 1 a ereat or sudden misfortune. 2 aa 
complete failure. ba person or enterprise ending in 
tulure, [originally im sense “unfavourable aspect of 
estar: based on Latin asian ‘star’ O disastrous 
al disastrously «id: 

disavow :./, disclaim knowledge of, responsibility 
tor, or belict in. a disavowal 1. 

disband = Li. of an organized group ete. cease 
to work or act together; disperse, 2 @ cause ‘such a 
group to disband. o disbandment 1 

disbar :. disbarred. disbarring) deprive .a 
barrister of the right to practise. d disbarment n. 

disbelieve ©. 1 4. be unable or unwilling to believe 
a person or statement. 2 it. have no faith. 
u disbelief». disbeliever n. disbelievingly ad:. 

disbud :/. disbudded, disbudding remove 
buds trom 

disburse «. 1 f. expend money. 2 #. defray ja cost). 
3 oye pay money. [from Old French desbourser, 
based on medics al Latin buna purse] o disburse- 
ment ’ 
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DISC: SECTION OF THE HUMAN SPINE 
SHOWING AN INTERVLRIEBRAL DISC 


disc 7. (also disk esp. U’S and in sense 4a) 1 aa flat 
thin circular object. b a round flat or apparently 
flat surface (the sun's disc). ¢ a mark of this shape: 
2 & a layer of cartilage between vertebrac. 3 a 
gramophone record. 4 a (usu. disk; in full 
magnetic disk) a computer storage device 
consisting of a rotatable disc or discs with a 
magnetic coating. > comPurer, HARD Disk. b (in full 
optical disc) a smooth non-magnetic disc for data 
recorded and read by laser. [from Latin discus} 
oO diskless adj. Computing. 

discard e v./7, /dis-kard/ reject as unwanted, @ 7. 
/dis-kard/ a discarded item. [based on carn'| 

discarnate adj. having no physical body; separated 
from the flesh. [based on Latin caro carnis ‘flesh’ | 

disc brake 7. a brake employing the friction of 
pads against a disc. 

discern «/r 1 perceive clearly with the mind or the 
senses, 2 make out by thought or by gazing, listen- 
ing, etc. [based on Latin cernere ‘to separate’] 
oO discernible adj..discernibly acd. 

discerning ad. having or showing good judgement 
or insight. 

discernment 7. good judgement or insight. f 

discerptible adj. literary able to be plucked apart; 
divisible. 

discharge ev. 1 #7: a let gu, release, esp. from a duty. 
commitment, or period of confinement. b relieve 
(a bankrupt) of residual lability. 2 / dismiss trom 
office, employment, etc. 3 i a fire (a gun cte.). 
b (of a gun etc.) fire (a bullet etc.). 4 a & (also abyol.) 
pour out or cause to pour out (pus, liquid, etc.) (the 
wound wias discharging). b intr. (foll. by ito) (of a river 
etc.) flow into. 5 &% a carry out, perform (a duty 
or obligation). b relieve oneself of (a financial 
comunitment) (discharged his debt). 6 tr. Law cancel (an 
order of court). 7 @% Physics release an electrical 
charge from. 8 / a relieve (a ship etc.) of its cargo. 
b unload (a cargo). @ n. 1 the act or an instance of 
discharging; the process of being discharged. 2 a 
dismissal. 3 a a release, exemption, acquittal, etc. 
b a written certificate of release etc. 4 an act of 
firing a gun etc. 5 a an emiission (of pus, liquid, 

_ete.). b the liquid or matter so discharged. 6 (usu. 
foll. by of ) a the payment (of a debt). b the perform- 
ance (of a duty ete.). 7 Physics a the release of a 
quantity of electric charge from an object. b a flow 
of electricity through the air or other gas, esp. 
when accompanied by the emission of light. 8 the 
unloading (of a ship or a cargo}. [from Old French 
descharger| 0 discharger n. (in sense 7 of 2) 

disc harrow 7. ® a harrow with cutting edges 
consisting of a row of concave discs set at an 
oblique angle. 


disciple 7. 1 a follower or pupil of a leader, teacher, 
philosophy, etc. (a disciple of Zen Buddhism). 2 a a 
personal follower of Christ, esp. one of the twelve 
Apostles. b any early believer in Christ. (from Latin 
discipulus, based on discere ‘to learn’| 0 disciple- 
ship 7. 

disciplinarian 7. a person who upholds or prac- 
tises firm discipline (a strict disciplinarian). 

disciplinary adj. of, promoting, or enforcing dis- 
cipline. 

discipline e 7. 1 a control or order exercised over 
people or animals. b the system of rules used to 
maintain this control. ¢ the behaviour of groups 
subjected to such rules (poor discipline in the ranks), 
2 mental, moral, or physical training. 3 a branch 
of instruction or learning. 4 punishment. 5 fccl. 
mortification by physical selfpunishment, esp. 
scourging. @ uf 1 punish, chastise. 2 bring under 
control by training in obedience. [related to piscirt.| 

disc jockey n. the presenter of a selection of usu. 
recorded popular music. 

disclaim »./7, 1 deny or disown (disclaim all responsi 
bility). 2 (often adbsol.) Law renounce a legal claim to 
(property etc.). 


disclaimer 2. 1 a renunciation or disavowal. esp. of 


responsibility. 2 Law an act of repudiating 
another’s claim or renouncing one’s own. 

disclose 2/7 1 make known (disclosed the truth). 
2 expose to view. [from medieval Latin disclaudere 
disclaus- ‘to unclose’] 

disclosure 7. ] the act or an instance of disclosing; 
the process of being disclosed. 2 something 
disclosed; a revelation. 

disco collog. @ n. (pl. -os) 1 = inscoumarn:. 2 = pisco 
Music. @ v.iniz, (-oes, -oed) 1 attend a cliscotheque. 
2 dance to disco music (discoed the night away). 

discography 7». (//. -ies) 1 a descriptive catalogue 
of gramophone records. 2 the study of gramo- 
phone records. 

discoid adj. disc-shaped. [based on Greek diskos 
‘discus’ | 

discolour 7.47, © iniz. (US discolor) spoil the colour 
off stain; tarnish. oO discoloration 7. (also 
discolouration). 

discombobulate v./7 .V. Amer. slang disturb; discon- 
cert. 

discomfit wf. (discomfited, discomfiting: 
1 disconcert or baffle. 2 thwart. [based on Latin 
conficere ‘to pul together’] 6 discomfiture n. 


a Usage Care should be taken not to confuse 
discomful with discomfort. Examples of cach are: We 
were discomfited by his request to walk through the pourng 
rain rather than take a taxi, and He was by nature a recluse, 
discomforted by every encounter. 


discomfort e 7. 1 a a lack of ease: slight pain (/gh! 
collar caused discomfort). b mental uneasiness (his pres 
ence caused her discomfort). 2 a lack of comfort, @ wl 
make uneasy; distress. 
a Usage See Usage Note at piconet, 


discommode 27/7, inconvenicnee (a person etc.). 
[from obsolete French déscommoder| 


direction 


of pull 


concave cutting 
divi — 


codllnnd 


HARROW tg 


discover 


discompose wf. disturb the composure of. 
0 discomposure 7. 

disco music n. popular dance music characterized 
by a heavy bass rhythm. 

disconcert v./r. 1 disturb the composure of; fluster 
(disconcerted by his expression. 2 spoil or upset (plans 
cic,). 0 disconcerting ad, disconcertingly adv, 

disconnect »./r, 1 break the connection of (things. 
ideas, etc.). 2 put (an electrical device) out of action 
by disconnecting the parts, csp. by pulling out the 
plug. 

disconnected adj. incoherent and illogical. 

disconnection 7. (also disconnexion) the act or 
an instance of disconnecting; the state of being 
disconnected, 

disconsolate adj, 1 forlorn or inconsolable. 2 un- 
happy or disappointed. {based on Latin consolatus 
‘consoled’| 0 disconsolately adv. 

discontent e 7. lack of contentment; restlessness, 
dissatisfaction, @ ad). dissatisfied (was discontent with 
his lol). @ vir. (esp. as discontented adj,) make 
dissatisfied, 0 discontentedly ad:. discontent- 
ment 1, 

discontinue ». (discontinues, discontinued. 
discontinuing, 1 intr, & fr. cease or cause to cease 
to exist or be made (a discontinued line). 2 ty. give up, 
cease from (discontinued his visits). 3 &. cease taking or 
paying (a newspaper, a subscription, ete.). 
o discontinuance 7. discontinuation 1. 

discontinuous ad. lacking continuity in space o1 
lime; intermittent. G discontinuity 7. discon- 
tinuously ado. 

discord 7. 1 disagreement; strife. 2 harsh clashing 
noise; clangour, 3° Mus. a a lack of harmony 
between notes sounding together. b an unpleasing 
or unfinished chord needing to be completed by 
another, [from Latin discordare ‘to be at variance’ | 

discordant ad). 1 disagreeing; at variance. 2 (of 
sounds) not in harmony; dissonant. 0 discord- 
ance 7. discordantly adv. 

discotheque 7. 1 a club etc. for dancing to 
recorded popular music. 2 Brat. a the professional 
lighting and sound equipment used at a 
discotheque. b a business that provides this. 3 Brit. 
a party with dancing to popular music, esp. using 
such equipment. [from French, literally ‘record 
hbrary’ | 

discount e 7. /dis-kownt/ 1 a deduction from a 
bill or amount duc. 2 a deduction from the amount 
of a bill of exchange cte. by a person who gives 
value for it before it is due, 3 the act or an instance 
of discounting. @ 7. /dis-kownt/ 1 disregard as 
unreliable or unimportant (discounted his story). 
2 reduce the cflect of (an event etc.) by previous 
acuion, 3a deduct (esp. an amount from a bill ctc.). 
b reduce in price. 4 give or get the present worth of 
(a bill not yet duc). 0 at a discount 1 below the 
nominal or usual price, 2 not in demand; depreci- 
ated. [from obsolete French descompte (n.), descomplter 
(v.)| G discounter n. 

discountenance w/ 1 disconcert. 
countenance; show disapproval of. 

discourage wir 1 deprive of courage, confidence, 
or energy, 2 dissuade (discouraged him fiom going). 
3 inhibit or seek to prevent (an action etc.) by show- 
ing disapproval {smoking is discouraged). [from Old 
French descouragier| 0 discouragement 7. dis- 
couragingly adu. 

discourse @ 7. /dis-korss/ 1 /ilerary a conversation; 
talk. b a dissertation or treatise on an acaclemic 
subject. ¢ a lecture or sermon. 2 Linguistics a 
connected series of utterances: a text. @ ctr /dis- 
korss/ 1 talk: converse. 2 speak or write at length. 
[from Latin dicursus “running to and fro’| 


2 refuse to 


discourteous ad. impolite: rude. o discour- 
teously «adi. 

discourtesy 1. (f/. -ies. 1 bad manners: rudeness. 
2 an impolite act or remark, 

discover ?:/7, 1a find out or become aware of. b he 
the first to find or find out wehe divcarnred Ameria? 


discovery 


2 (in show business) find and promote as a new 
singer, actor, etc. [from Late Latin dzseooperire ‘to 
uncover] o discoverable adj. discoverer n. 

discovery 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a the act or process of 
discovering or being discovered. b an instance of 
this (/he discovery of a new planet). 2 a person or thing 
discovered. 

discredit e 7. 1 harm to reputation (brought discredit 
on the enterprise). 2 a person or thing causing this (he 
is a discredit to his family). 3 lack of credibility (throws 
discredit on her story). @ v.lx. (discredited, discredit- 
ing) 1 harm the good reputation of. 2 cause to be 
dishelieved. 3 refuse to believe. 

discreditable adj. bringing discredit; shameful. 
o discreditably adv. 

discreet adj. (discreeter, discreetest) 1 a cir- 
cumspect. b tactful; trustworthy. 2 unobtrusive (a 
discreet touch of rouge). [from Latin discretus ‘separate’ 
with Late Latin sense from its derivative discretio 
‘discernment’| 0 discreetly adz. 

discrepancy 7. (//. -ies) 1 difference; inconsis- 
tency. 2 an instance of this. [based on Latin 
discrepare “to be discordant’] Oo discrepant ad). 

discrete adj. individually distinct: separate, discon- 
tinuous. [related to piscrsnr| O discretely adv. 
discreteness 1. 

discretion 7. 1 being discreet; discreet behaviour 
(treaty confidences with discretion). 2 prudence; self- 
preservation. 3 the freedom to act and think as one 
wishes (il is wezthin his discretion to leave). 4 Law a 
court’s freedom to decide a sentence etc. oO age (or 
years) of discretion the age at which a person is 
able to manage his or her own affaus. at the 
discretion of to be settled or disposed of accord- 
ing to the judgement or choice of. use one’s 
discretion act according to one’s judgement. 
O discretionary ad. 

discriminate ¢. 1 ini, make or sec a distinction: 
differentiate. 2 ivi. make a distinction, esp. unjustly. 
3 ini. (foll. by agaist) select for unfavourable treat- 
ment. 4 éx (usu. foll. by /rum) make or see or 
constitute a difference in or between (many things 
discriminate one person from another). 3 intr, observe 
distinctions carefully; have good judgement. 6 ? 
mark as distnctive; be a disunguishing [cature of, 
{based on Latin discrmen “distinction’] 0 diserim- 
inative ad). discriminator 7. discriminatory «dj. 

discriminating dj. 1 able to discern distinctions. 
2 having good taste. 

discrimination /. 1 unfavourable treaunent based 
on prejudice, 2 good taste or judgement in artistic 
matters etc. 3 the power of discriminating or 
observing differences. 4a distinction mace with the 
mind or in action. 


discursive adj. rambling or digressive. [based on 
Latin discuriere discurs- “to run to and ro’) 0 discur- 
sively adv. discursiveness 1. 
discus . (/)/. discuses) 1 a 
heavy — thick-centred 
thrown in ancicnt 
games. 2 ® a sunilar dis¢ / 
thrown in modern field 
events. [from Greek diskos] 


; metal ri 
ake metal rim 


Greck | 


discuss w./). 1 hold a conversa- 
about. 2 examine by 
argument. [from Latin dis 
culere dixcuss- “to shake apart’| 
6 discussant 7. 


tion 


discussion 7. 1 a 
tion, esp, on specific subjects; a 
debate thad a discussion about u hat 
they should do), 2 an cxamination 
by argument. 

disdain e 1. contempt 
ef LT regard with disdain, 2 think oneself super- 
lor to: reject disdained his offer: disdained to enter: 
disdained answering . [from Latin dedignari “to reject as 
unworthy | 

disdainful «ad. showing 
0 disdainfully «a. 


CONVErPSa- 


DISCUS 


scorn, 


disdain or contempt 


centre weight 


disease 7. 1 an unhealthy condition of the body or 
the mind. 2 a corresponding physical condition 
of plants. 3 a particular kind of disease with special 
symptoms or location: [from Old French desazse] 

diseased ad. 1 affected with disease. 2 abnormal, 
disordered. 

disembark w./ & ini, put or go ashore or land 
from a ship; remove from or leave an aircraft, train, 
etc. O disembarkation 7. 

disembarrass «7, 1 (usu. foll. by of) relieve (of a 
load etc.). 2 free from embarrassment. 

disembody «/y. (-ies, -ied) \esp. as disembodied 
adj.) separate or free from the body ‘or a concrete 
form (disembodied spirit, disembodied vowe). 

disembowel (7; \disembowelled, disembowel- 
ling; US disemboweled, disemboweling; 
remove the bowels or entrails of 

disempower 1/7, remove the power to act from (a 
person, group, etc.). 0 disempowerment n. 

disenchant viz, free from enchantment: clisillusion. 
o disenchantment 7. 

disencumber »/7; free from encumbrances. 

disenfranchise »./7, (also disfranchise) 1 a de- 
prive (a person) of the right to vote. b deprive (a 
place) of the right to send a representative to 
Parliament. 2 deprive (a person) of rights as a 
citzen or of a franchise held. 0 disenfranchise- 
ment vi. 

disengage «. 1 ¢ detach, free, loosen, or separate 
{parts ete.) (disengaged the clutch). 2 tr. Mil. remove 
(troops) froma battle or a battle area. 3 itr, become 
detached. 4 intr, (as disengaged adj.) a unoccu- 
pied; free; vacant. b uncommitted. 

disengagement 7. 1 a the act of disengaging, b an 
instance of this, 2 freedom from ties: detachment. 

disentangle ». 1 /, a unravel, untwist. b (often reff.) 
free from complications: extricate (disentangled herself 
from the diffulty). 2 intr. become disentangled. 

a disentanglement 7. 

disentitle 7/7. (usu. foll. by /0) deprive of any right- 
ful claim. o disentitlement 1”. 


disequilibrium 1. a lack or loss of equilibriuin; 
instability. 
disestablish «/; 1 deprive (a church) of state 
support. 2 depose from an_ official position. 
3 terminate the establishment of o disestablish- 
ment //. 
disfavour (('S disfavor) e n. 1 disapproval or 
dislike. 2 the state of being disliked { fell into 
disfarour), @ v.tr regard or treat with disfayour, 
disfigure »./: spoil the beauty of; deform; deface. 
[from Old French desfigurer] a disfigurement 7. 
disfranchise var. of bisi\rR\NcHise. 
disgorge vf, 1 cject from the throat or stomach. 
2 pour forth, discharge. [from Old French desgorger, 
hased on gorge throat] 0 disgorgement n. 
disgrace e 1. 1 shame; ignominy (droughl disgrace on 
Ais family). 2 a dishonourable, inefficient, o1 
shameful person, thing, state of affairs, ete. 
tthe bus service iv a disgrace), @ vt, 1 bring 
shame or clscredit on. 2 degrade from a 
position of honour; dismiss from favour. 
oin disgrace out of favour, [from Italian 
dissrazia (11), disgraziare (v:)] 
disgraceful adj. shameful; — dishon- 
ourable; degrading. a disgracefully ad: 
disgruntled ad. discontented; sulky. 
{from obsolete gruntle ‘to grumble" | 
D disgruntlement 1. 
disguise e@ 2/7 1 alter the appearance, 
sound, smell, ete.. of so as to conceal the 
idenuty; make unrecognizable. 2 misrepre- 
sent or cover up idiseuised their intentions). @ Nn. 
1 aa costume, false beard, make-up, ete., used to 
alter the appearance so as to conceal or deceive. 
b any action, manner, cte., used for deception. 
2 a the act or practice of disguising; the conceal- 
mentof reality. ban instance of this. in disguise 
I wearing a concealing costume etc, 2 appearing to 
be the opposite (a blessing in disguise) 


disintegrate 


disgust e n. 1 strong aversion; repugnance. 2 a 
strong distaste for a food, drink, medicine, etc.; 
nausea. @ v.tr. cause disgust in (their behaviour disgusts 
me, was disgusted to find a slug)~O in disgust as 
a result of disgust (leff in disgust). [from Italian 
disgusto, based on Latin gustus ‘taste’] 0 disgust- 
edly ado. 

disgusting adj. arousing aversion or indignation 
(disgusting behaviour). disgustingly adv. 

dish e 7. 1 a a shallow container for cooking or 
serving food. b the food served in a dish (all the dishes 
were delicious). ¢ a particular kind of food (a meat 
dish). 2 (in pl.) dirty plates, cutlery, cooking pots, etc. 
after a meal. 3 a a dish-shaped object or cavity. b = 
SATHLLITE DISH. 4 slang a sexually attractive person. 
@ vt. 1 put (food) into a dish ready for serving, 
2 Bnit. collog. a outmanoeuvre. b destroy (one’s 
hopes, chances, etc.). 3 make concave or dish- 
shaped. 0 dish out s/ang distribute. dish up 
1 serve or prepare to serve (food). 2 collog. seek to 
present (facts, arguments, etc.) attractively. [from 
Latin discus “disc’} o dishfull z. ( p/. -fuls). 

dishabille var. of prsHsitte. 

disharmony 7. a lack of harmony; discord. 0 dis- 
harmonious ad). 

dishcloth x. a usu. open-weave cloth for washing 
dishes. 

dishearten v./7, cause to lose courage or confi- 
dence; make despondent. o dishearteningly adv. 
disheartenment /”. 

dishevelled /dish-ev-éld/ adj. (US disheveled) 
untidy; ruffled; disordered. [from Old French 
deschevelé] @ dishevel xf (dishevelled, 
dish eveling; [/S disheveled, disheveling). 
dishevelment 1. 

dishonest «qj. fraudulent or insincere. 0 dishon- 
esty 7. dishonestly adv. 

dishonour (lS dishonor) @ 7. 1 a siate of shame 
or disgrace. 2 something that causes dishonour. 
@ wir, 1 treat without Honour or respect. 2 disgrace 
(dishonoured his name). 3 refuse to accept or pay (a 
cheque or bill of exchange). 

dishonourable adj. (&‘ dishonorable) 1 causing 
disgrace; ignominious. 2 unprincipled. o dishon- 
ourably adv. 

dishwasher 7. 1 a machine for automatically 
washing dishes. 2 a person employed to wash 
dishes. 

dishwater n. waier in which dishes have been 
washed. 

dishy ad. (dishier. dishiest) Bril. slang sexually 
attractive, 

disillusion e 7. freedom from illusions. @ w.tr dis- 
enchant, 5 disillusionment 7. 


disincentive e 7. something that tends to discour- 
age a particular action, progress, etc. @ adj. tending 
to discourage. 

disincline »,/r, (usu. foll. by ¢o + infin, or for) make 
unwilling or reluctant. Oo disinclination 7. 

disinfect 7/7, cleanse of infection, esp. with a dis- 
infectant. o disinfection 7. 

disinfectant e 7. a usu. commercially produced 
chemical liquid that destroys germs etc. @ adj. caus- 
ing disinfection. 

disinfest wf, rid of vermin, infesting insects, ete. 

disinflation 1. Econ. a policy designed to counteract 
inflation without causing deflation. 0 disinflation- 
ary ad). 

disinformation 7. false information, intended to 
mislead. 

disingenuous «dj. having secret motives; insincere. 

disingenuously adv. disingenuousness ». 

disinherit «/. (disinherited, disinheriting, 
reject as one’s heir; deprive of the right of inheri- 
tance. [based on obsolete inherit ‘to make heir’] 
O disinheritance n. 


disintegrate «. Ll /, & inir. a scparate into compon- 
ent parts or lragments: crumble. b lose or cause to 
lose cohesion. 2 intr. collog. deteriorate mentally or 


disintegration 


physically. 3 intr G tr Physics undergo or cause to 
undergo disintegration. O disintegrative adj. 
disintegrator 7. 

disintegration 7. 1 the act or an instance of disin- 
tegrating. 2 Physics any process in which a nucleus 
emits a particle or particles or divides into smaller 
nuclei. 

disinter /dis-in-ter/ uf (disinterred, disinter- 
ring) remove (esp. a corpse) from the ground; 
unearth. G disinterment 7. 

disinterest 7. 1 disp. lack of interest; unconcern. 
2 impartiality. 


um Usage The use of disinterest in sense | to mean 
‘lack of interest’ is sometimes objected to, but it is 
in this sense that is is most commonly found and 
the alternative uninterest is rare. The phrase lack of 
interest avoids both ambiguity and accusations of 
incorrect usage. 


disinterested ad. 1 not influenced by one’s own 
advantage. 2 disp. uninterested. [fram obsolete 
disinteress ‘to rid of interest] 0 disinterestedly ad. 
disinterestedness 7. 


a Usage Disinterested is commonly used informally 
to mean ‘uninterested’, but this is widely regarded 
as incorrect. 


disinvest winiz (foll. by from, or absol.) reduce or 
dispose of one’s investment (in a place, company 
etc.)|, 0 disinvestment 7. 

disjoin 7/7, separate or disunite. [from Latin disjun- 
gere ‘to disunite’] 

disjoint vir 1 take apart at the joints. 2 (as 
disjointed adj.) (esp. of conversation) incoherent. 
3 disturb the working or connection of. o disjoint- 
edly adv. disjointedness 1. 

disjunction 7. 1 the process of disjoining: separ- 
ation. 2 an instance of this. 

disjunctive e ad. 1 involving separation. 2 Gram. 
(esp. of a conjunction) expressing a choice between 
two words etc. @ n. Gram. a disjunctive conjunction 
or other word. 0 disjunctively ad’. 

disk var. of pisc (esp. US & Computing). 

disk drive 7. a mechanism for rotating a disk and 
reading or writing data from or to it. & COMPUTER 
diskette n. Computing = roves n. 

dislike e v7, have-an aversion or objection to; not 
like. @ 7. La feeling of repugnance or not liking. 
2 an object of dislike. 0 dislikable adj. (also 
dislikeable). 

dislocate v./7, 1 disturb the normal connection ol 
(esp. a joint in the body). 2 disrupt. 3 displace. 
oO dislocation 7. 

dislodge »./. remove from an established or fixed 
position. o dislodgement x. (also dislodgment). 

disloyal adj. (often foll. by fo) 1 not loyal: unfaithful. 
2 untrue to one’s allegiance. a disloyally adi 
disloyalty n. 

dismal adj. 1 causing or showing gloom; miserable. 
2 dreary or sombre. 3 collog. teeble or inept (a dismal 
performance). {originally noun, literally ‘unlucky 
days’, from medieval Latin dies mali, wo days in 
each month held to be unpropitious| o dismally 
adi 

dismantle zi 1 take to pieces; pull down. 
2 deprive of defences or equipment. [from Old 
French desmanteler ‘to divest of a mantle] o dis- 
mantlement 7. dismantler /. 

dismast < fr, deprive (a ship) of masts; break down 
the mast or masts of. 

dismay e »/r. fill with consternation or anxiety: 
reduce to despair. @ 2. 1 consternation or anxiety 
2 depression or despair. [from Old French literally 
‘to deprive of power’ | 

dismember 2/7, 1 tear or cut the limbs from. 
2 divide up (a country etc.) [based on Latin 
membrum ‘lumb’| a dismemberment 11. 

1 a / cause to leave one’s presence. 

army). b mir (of an 


dismiss °: 


disperse (an assembly or 


assembly etc.) break ranks. 2 ¢ discharge from 
employment, office, etc., esp. dishonourably. 3. &: 
put out of one’s thoughts (desmessed him from memory). 
4 tr. treat summarily (dismissed his application). 3. tr. 
Law refuse further hearing to (a case). 6 &% Cricket 
put (a batsman or a side) out. [based on Latin mutlere 
mass- ‘to send’]| o dismissal 7. dismissible aq). 

dismissive adj. tending to dismiss from consider- 
ation. O dismussively adv. dismissiveness 7). 

dismount ». | a intr alight from a horse, bicycle, 
etc. b é (usu. in passive) throw from a horse, 
unseat. 2 é, remove (a thing, esp. a gun) from its 
mounting. 

disobedient adj. disobeying; rebellious. [alteration 
of Late Latin :nobedient- ‘not obeying’| 0 disobedi- 
ence 7. disobediently adv. 

disobey w./r, (also abso/.) fail or refuse to obey; dis- 
regard (orders); break (rules). 

disoblige 2/7, 1 refuse to consider the convenience 
or wishes of. 2 (as disobliging adj.) uncooperative. 

disorder en. 1 a lack of order: confusion. 2 a riot: 
a commotion. 3 Ved. a usu. minor ailment or 
disease. @ wir 1 throw into confusion: disarrange. 
2 Med. upset. [alteration of earlier disordain| 
o disordered «dj. 

disorderly ad. 1 untidy, confused. 2 unruly; 
riotous. 3 Law contrary to public order or morality. 
o disorderliness 1. 

disorderly house 7. a broilicl. 

disorganize 1/7, (also -ise) 1 destroy the system or 
order of. 2 (as disorganized adj. lacking organ- 
ization or system. 0 disorganization 

disorient ¢./. = DisokNIAIL. 

disorientate 7./:, lL confuse (a person) as to his 01 
her bearings. 2 confuse (a person). G disorienta- 
tion 7. 

disown »./7, refuse to recognize; repudiate; disclaim. 

disparage vir 1 speak slightingly of; depreciate. 
2 bring discredit on. [from Old French desparagier 
‘to marry unequally] oa disparagement 27. 
disparagingly adv. 

disparate /dis-pa-rat/ adj. essentially different in 
kind; without comparison or relation. [from Latin 
disparatus ‘separated’| 0 disparity n. (//. -iesi. 
disparately adi. disparateness 7. 

dispassionate adj. {ree from passion; calm: impar- 
tial. 0 dispassionately ad:. dispassionateness n. 

dispatch (also despatch) e ¢./r 1 send off to a 
destination or for a purpose. 2 perform (business, a 
task, etc.) promptly. 3 kill, execute. 4 collog. eal 
(food, a meal, etc.) quickly. e x. 1 the act or an 
instance of sending, 2 the act or an instance of 
killing, 3 a an official written message on state o1 
esp. military aflairs. b a report sent in by a news- 
paper’s correspondent. ¢ any written message 
requiring fast delivery. 4 promyptness (dom with 
dispatch). [from Spanish despachar “to expedite’) 

O dispatcher ». 

dispatch box 7). (also dispatch case) a containci 
for esp. oflicial state or military documents or 
clispatches, 


dispatch rider 7. a motorcyclist or rider on horse- 
back carrying dispatches 

dispel «/ (dispelled, dispelling) dissipatc: 
disperse; scatter. [from Latin dispellere “to drive 
apart | 

dispensable adj. able to be done without; unneces- 
sary. O dispensability x 

dispensary 7. (//. -ies) a place where medicines 
etc. are cispensed. 

dispensation 7. 1 a the act or an instance ol 
clispensing or distributing. b something distributed. 
2 (usu. foll. by from) exemption trom a penalty, duty, 
or religious observance; an mstance of this, 3a reli- 
gious or political system obtaming in a nation ct 
4 the ordering or management of the world by 
Providence, 0 dispensational «d) 

dispense ». I /r. distribute; deal out. 2 #: administer 


a sacrament, justice etc.). 3 ty make up and Q1Vt 


disport 


out (medicine etc.) according to a doctor’s prescrip- 
tion. 4 inf (foll. by with) a do without; rende 
needless. b give excmption from (a rule). [from 
Latin dispensare ‘to weigh or pay out’ 

dispenser 7. a person or thing that dispenses some- 
thing, e.g, medicine, good advice, cash. 

disperse v. 1 mir. G tx. go, send, drive, or distribute 
in different directions or over a wide area. 2 a mir. 
(of people at a meeting etc.) leave and go their 
various ways. b ¢ cause to do this. 3 & send to 
or station at separate points. 4 é disseminate. 
[based on Latin dispersuy ‘scattered’] 0 dispersal zn. 
disperser n. dispersible adj. dispersive ad). 

dispersion 2. 1 the act or an instance of dispers- 
ing; the process of being dispersed. 2 Chem. a 
mixture of particles of one substance distributed 
uniformly in another. 3 Staéistics the extent to which 
values of a variable differ from the mean. 4 Evol, 
the pattern of distribution of individuals within the 
habitat. 

dispirit viz 1 (esp. as dispiriting ad.) make 
despondent; discourage. 2 (as dispirited ad.) 
dejected; discouraged. o dispiritedly adv. dis- 
piritedness 7. dispiritingly adv. 

displace w/z 1 shift from its accustomed place. 
2 remove from office. 3 take the place of; oust. 


displaced person 7. a rcfugee. 

displacement pn. 1 the act or an instance of 
displacing; the process or an instance of being 
displaced. 2 Physics the amount of a fluid displaced 
by a solid floating or immersed in it. 3 Psychol. a the 
substitution of one idea or impulse for another. 
b the unconscious transfer of strong unacceptable 
emotions from one object to another. 4 the amount 
by which a thing is moved from a position. 

displacement ton see ion 4. 

display e vt 1 expose to view; exhibit. 2 show 
ostentatiously. 3 reveal (displayed his ignorance). @ n. 
1 the act or an instance of displaying. 2 a an exhib- 
ition or show. b a thing or things intended to be 
looked at. 3 ostentation: flashiness. 4 ¥ the distinct 
behaviour of some animals used to attract a mate. 
5 a the presentation of signals or data on a visual 
display unit etc. b the information so presented. 
[from Latin displicare ‘to scatter’, later ‘to unfold’| 
o displayer ». 


puffed out 


throal feathers 


fanned 
tail 


DISPLAY: COURTSIIP DISPLAY OF 4 


MALE CAPEROAILLIE ¢ Zetrao urogallus 

displease o./z make indignant or angry; offend: 
annoy. {from Old French desplaisir| o displeasing 
adj. displeasingly ad. 

displeasure ». disapproval; anger, dissatisfaction 

disport intr ¢ frolic: 
[from Old French desporter| 


rambol, enjoy onesel! 


disposable 


disposable e adj. 1 intended to be used once and 
then thrown away. 2 that can be got rid of, made 
over, or used. 3 (csp. of assets) at the owner's 
disposal. @ n. a thing clesigned to be thrown away 
after one usc. 0 disposability 7. 

disposable income ». 1 income afier tax and 
other necessary expenditure. 2 the total amount of 
money at the disposal of consumers in a country 
(OKs 

disposal /. (usu. foll. by of ) the act or an instance of 
disposing of something. O at one’s disposal 
1 available for one’s use. 2 subject to one’s orders or 
decisions. 


a Usage Disposal is the noun corresponding to the 
verb dispose of ‘get rid of, deal with, ete.” Disposition 
is the noun corresponding to dispose ‘arrange, 
incline’. 


dispose 7. 1 #: (usu. foll. by f, or fo + infin.) a make 
willing; incline (disposed him to the idea). b have a 
tendency to (disposed lo buckle). 2 tr place suitably 
(disposed the chairs). 3 tx (as disposed adj.) having a 
specified mental inclination (usu. in comb: ill- 
disposed }. & intr. determine the course of events (au 
proposes, God disposes). 0 dispose of 1 a deal with. 
b get rid of. ¢ finish. d kill. 2 sell. 3 prove (a claim. 
an argument, an opponent, etc.) to be incorrect. 
4 consume (food). {from Latin disponere disposit- “to 
place separately] 0 disposer 1. 

disposition 7. 1 (oficn foll. by (fo) a natural 
tendency: an inclination; a person’s temperament. 
2 a setting in order; arranging. b the relative pos- 
ition of parts; an arrangement. 3 (usu. in p/.) 
preparations; plans. [from Latin dispositiv, related to 
pispost| 


a Usage Scc Usage Note at pisrosa.. 


dispossess 1:/7, 1 oust (a person). 2 \usu. foll. by of’) 
deprive. 0 dispossession 7. 

disproof . 1 refutation, 2 an stance of this. 
disproportion 7. 1 a lack of proportion. 2 an 
instance of this. o disproportional adj. dispro- 
portionally adi. 

disproportionate ad. 1 lacking proportion. 
2 relatively too large, long etc. 0 disproportion- 
ately ad. disproportionateness . 

disprove ?:!, prove false. o disprovable ad). 

disputable adj. open to question; uncertain. 
Oo disputably ad:. 

disputation 1. 1 a disputing, debating. b an argu- 
nent: a controversy. 2 a formal debate. 

disputatious adj. argumentative. G disputa- 
tiously ad. disputatiousness 7. 

dispute @ 7. 1 im. \usu. foll. by with, agains!) 
a debate, argue. b quarrel. 2 # discuss, esp. heat- 
edly (disputed whether U was true. 3 tr question 
the truth or correctness or validity of (a statement, 
alleged fact. ctc.). 4 ¢: contend for: strive to win 
(disputed the crown). 5 t resist (a landing. aclvanec, 
etc.,. @ vn. 1 a controversy; a debate. 2 a quarrel. 
3 a disagreement leading to industrial action. 
Din dispute 1 being argued about. 2 Brit. fof a 
workloree) involved in industrial action. [from 
Latin dijpulae “to estimate’| a disputant 1. 
disputer /, 

disqualify 7./ (-ies, -ied) 1 (often foll. by from 
debar from a competion or pronounce incligible 
as a winner, 2 soften foll. by for, from) make on 
pronounce incligible or unsuitable (Ads ave divquatifies 
him for the job). Q disqualification 7. 

disquiet @ i./, worry. @ 7. anxiety; unrest. O dis- 
quieting ad). disquietingly «adi. 

disquietude 1. 1 state of uneasiness: anniely. 

disquisition /. 
discourse, Jfrom Latin dquo invesugation | 


a long or claborate treatise 01 


disregard e 3/1 pay no attention to; ignore, 
2 treat as of no importance. @ 7. often foll. by uf, for 
indiflerence: neelect, 

disrepair 2. Pool condition due to neel 1 

disreputable «ad. 1 of bad reputation: disc red- 


itable. 2 not respectable in appearance; dirty, 
untidy. 0 disreputableness n. disreputably adv. 

disrepute 7. a lack of good reputation or 
respectability; ciscredit. 

disrespect 7. a lack of respect; discourtesy. 0 dis- 
respectful adj. disrespectfully adv. 

disrobe 2./7, & refl. (also absol.) undress: 

disrupt «./r 1 interrupt the flow or continuity of. 
2 separate forcibly; shatter. [based on Latin disrup- 
tus ‘broken into pieces] O disrupter x. (also 
disruptor). disruption 7. disruptive ad). 
disruptively ad, disruptiveness 7). 

diss var. of pis. 

dissatisfy vir. (-ies. -ied) make discontented; fail 
to satisfy. 0 dissatisfaction 7. dissatisfiedly adv. 

dissect /di-sekt/ 7.t 1 cut into picces. 2 cut up (a 
plant or animal) to examine its structure etc., or (a 
corpse) for a post-mortem. 3 analyse. [based on 
Latin dissectus “cut in pieces’] OG dissection 1. 
dissector 7. 

dissemble v. 1 ini talk or act hypocritically. 2 & 
a disguise or conceal (a feeling, intention, act, etc.). 
b (as dissembled adj.) simulated, pretended. 
[based on Latin dissumulare]| 0 dissemblance n. 
dissembler ». 

disseminate 1/7, scatter about, spread (esp. ideas) 
widely. [based on Latin semen “seed’] 0 dissemin- 
ation ». disseminator /. 

disseminated sclerosis see scucrosis 2. 

dissension 7. disagreement giving rise to discord. 
[trom Latin dissensio “differing in feeling’] 

dissent ej. intr, (often foll. by from) 1 tcel or express 
disagreement. 2 differ in religious opinion, esp. 
from the doctrine of an established or orthodox 
Church. @ 2 1 aa diflerence of opinion, b an 
expression of this, 2 nonconformity. [from Latin 
dissentire| 0 dissenting ac). 

dissenter 7. 1 a person who dissents. 
2 Dissenter) Bri/. a member of a non-established 
Church. 

dissentient e adj. disagreeing with a majority or 
official view. @ n. a person who dissents. {from Latin 
dissentient- “dissenting | 

dissertation 7. a detailed discourse on a subject, 
esp. one submitted for an academic degree or 
diploma. [based on Latin dissertare “to discuss’ | 

disservice 7. «1 ill turn. 

dissident e ad). clisagrecing. esp. with an estab- 
lished government, system, etc. @ 7. a dlissident 
person. [from Latin dissident- ‘disagreeing’| 0 dissi- 
dence ". 

dissimilar adj. (often foll. by 0) unlike, not sinilar. 
OD dissimilarity 1. ( p/. -ies). 

dissimulate ¢./, & intr. dissemble. [based on Latin 
diysimulatus ‘concealed, cisguised’] Oo dissimula- 
tion 7. 

dissipate «. 1 a /7, cause to disappear or disperse. 
b intr disperse, disappear. 2 t squander (money. 
energy, cte.). 3 its (as dissipated adj.) dissolute. 
[based on Latin diysipaluys ‘scattered’| o dissipative 
adj. dissipator n. 

dissipation 7. 1 dissolute or debauched living. 
2 (usu. foll. by of) wastelul expenditure (dissipation of 
resources'. 3 clispersion or disintegration. 4 a frivo- 
lous amusement. 

dissociate 7/). GS intr, (usu. loll. by from) disconnect 
or become disconnected. G dissociate oneself 
from cleclare oneself unconnected with. [based on 
Latin sees “companion’| o dissociation n. dis- 
sociative dj. 

dissoluble ad). able to be disintegrated, loosened, 
or disconnected; soluble, [from Latin dissolubiis| 
o dissolubility 7, dissolubly ad: 

dissolute «ij. lax in morals; licentious. [from Latin 
dissolutes “loose’| 0 dissolutely adi. dissolute- 
ness #. 

dissolution 1. 1 disintegration: decomposition. 
2 vusu. toll, by of} the undoing or relaxing of a 
bond, esp. a partnership or an alliance. 3 the 


distich 


dismissal or dispersal of an assembly, esp. of a 
parliament at the end of its term. 4 death. 

dissolve v. 1 #7, & intr. incorporate or become incor- 
porated into a liquid so as to fgrm a solution. 2 iir. 
& Ir disappear or cause to disappear gradually. 
3 a tr, dismiss (an assembly, esp. Parliament). b int 
(of an assembly) be dissolved. 4 #@ annul (a part- 
nership, marriage, etc.). 5 intr (of a person) become 
emotionally overcome. [from Latin dissolvere ‘to 
disunite’] 0 dissolvable aq. 

dissonant adj. 1 Mus. harsh-toned; inharmonious. 
2 incongruous. [from Latin dissonant- “disagreeing 
in sound’] o dissonance n. dissonantly adv. 

dissuade 2: (often foll. by from) discourage (a 
person); persuade against. [from Latin dissuadere| 
o dissuasion 7. dissuasive ad). 

distaff n. W a cleft stick holding wool or flax wound 
for spinning by hand. [Old 
English, the first element being 
apparently related to Low 


German diesse ‘bunch P wooden 
of flax’] distaff 


DISTAFF 


} 
thread —} 


Y 


flor 


whorl 


distaff side 7. the 
female members of a 
family ete. 

distance e 7. 1 remoteness. 
2 aa space or interval between 
two things. b the lengti? of this (a 
distance of keenty miles). 3 a distant 
point or place. 4 aloofness; reserve. 
5 a remoter field of vision (in the distance). 
6 an interval of time (cant remember at this distance). 
@ itr (ofien reff.) 1 place far off distanced herself from 
them). 2 leave far behind in a race or competition. 
O at a distance far off. go the distance 1 Boxing 
complete a fight without bemg knocked out. 
2 complete a hard task; endure an ordeal. keep 
one’s distance maintain one’s reserve. [from 
Latin distantia “a standing apart’| 

distance learning ». education by correspond- 
ence course or from broadcasts, telephone tutor- 
ials, ete. 

distant ad. 1 a far away in space or time. b (usu. 
predic., often foll. by from) at a specified distance (three 
miles distant). 2 remote in position, time, etc. (distant 
prospect, distant relation). 3 reserved; cool (a distant 
nod). 4 abstracted (a distant stare). 5 faint, vague (a 
distant memory). {from Latin distant- ‘standing apart’| 
© distantly ad:. 

distaste 7. (usu. foll. by for) dislike; aversion. 
O distasteful aq. distastefully adi. distasteful- 
ness 1. 

distemper'e 1, 1 Brii. a kind of paint using glue or 
size instead of an oil-base. 2 a method of mural 
and poster painting using this, @ vf, Brit. paint with 
distemper. [from Late Latin distemperare ‘to soak, 
macerale | 

distemper? ». a viral disease of esp. dogs, causing 
fever, coughing, and catarrh. 

distend ¢./). G in/r. swell out by pressure from within 
(distended stomach). \froni Latin distendere ‘to stretch 
apart] O distensible adj. distensibility 7. 
distension 7. 

distich /dis-uk/ n. Prosody a verse couplet. {from 
Greck distikhon, based on sfkhos “Iine’] 


distil 


distil » (US distill) (distilled, distilling) 1 #: 


Chem ® purify (a liquid) by vaporizing then , 


condensing it and collecting the resulting liquid. 
2 ir. extract the essential meaning of (an idea etc.). 
3 tr make (whisky, essence, etc.) by distilling raw 
materials. 4 tz G intr. come as or give forth in drops; 
exude. [from Latin destillare ‘to drip down’] 
a distillate n. distillation n. distillatory adj. 

distiller 7. a person who distils, esp. a manufac- 
turer of alcoholic liquor. 

distillery 1. (/. -ies) a place where alcoholic liquor 
is distilled. 

distinct ad). 1 (often foll. by from) a not identical; 
separate; individual. b different in kind or quality; 
unlike. 2 a clearly perceptible. b clearly under- 
standable. 3 unmistakable (a distinct impression of 
being watched). [from Latin distinctus ‘distinguished’] 
0 distinctly adv, distinctness n. 


a Usage Distinct is sometimes confused with distinct- 
we. Note the difference in sense between There was 
a distinct smell of soap in the bathroom (an unmistakable, 
clearly perceptible smell), and The hall had its own 
distinctiwe smell of polish (a characteristic smell). 


distinction n. 1 a the act or an instance of discrim- 
inating or distinguishing, b the difference made 
by distinguishing 2 a something that differ- 
entiates, e.g. a mark, name, or title. b the fact of 
being different. 3 special consideration or honour. 
4 excellence; eminence. 

distinctive adj. distinguishing, characteristic. 
dO distinctively adv. distinctiveness 7. 


a Usage See Usage Note at pistincr. 


distingué /di-stang-gay/ adj. (jem. distinguée 
pronunc. same) having a distinguished air, features, 
manner, etc. [French] 
distinguish ». 1 fz (often foll. by from) a see or point 
out the difference of (cannot distinguish one from 
the other). b constitute such a difference (‘he mole 
distinguishes him from his twin). ¢ treat as different (do 
not distinguish the mind from the body). 2 tr. characterize 
(distinguished by his greed). 3 tr. discover by listening, 
looking, etc. (could distinguish two vowes). 4 tr. (usu. refl.: 
often foll. by by) make prominent or note- 
worthy. 5 inér (foll. by befeeen) make or point out 
a difference between. [from Latin distinguere| 
co distinguishable ad). 
distinguished adj. 1 (often foll. by for, dy) of high 
standing; eminent; famous. 2 = pisTincur. 
distort ui 1 put out of shape. 2 misrepresent. 
[based on Latin distortuy ‘twisted in diflerent 
ways’ | a distortedly adv. dis- 
tortedness i. distortion 7. 
distract w/i 1 (often foll. by /rom) 
draw away the attention of. 
2 bewilder, perplex. 3 (as 
distracted adj.) troubled o1 
distraught. 4 amuse, esp. in 
order to take the attention from 
pain. [based on Latin distracts 


lerminal connects 
to spark 


plug ——— 


rotad taht 


‘drawn asunder’) 0 distract- 
edly adv. 

distraction 7. 1 a the act of 
distracting, esp. the mind. 


b something that distracts. 2 a 
relaxation; an amusement. 
3 a lack of concentration. 


4 confusion; perplexity. 5 frenzy; eae 


madness. 0 to distraction uni 
al-most to a state of madness. 

distrain 7intr (usu. foll. by upon) drizt 
Law impose distraint (on a person, shaft 


goods, etc.). [based on Latin strin 
gere ‘to draw tight’| o distrainer n. 
distrainment 7. distrainor /. 
distraint 7. Law the seizure of chattels 
to enforce payment. 
distrait adj. ( fem. distraite) not paying attention; 
distraught. [from Old French destrait “cistracted’| 


DISTRIBUTOR WITH 
C4 TAWAY CAP 


diuretic 


DISTIL 


To distil a liquid it must be 
heated to boiling point. In 
the demonstration shown 

here, a solution of sodium 


dichromate is heated in a clamp 
, flask. The solvent, in this 
| case water, boils away from adhere 
the solution leaving sodium dichromate 


dichromate crystals. The solution 
water vapour passes into a 


condenser where it is cooled 


gauze 
and becomes liquid again. 

The distillation is continued 

until the components of tripod 


the mixture have gas flame 


been completely heats flask 
separated. The 

purified liquid is Bunsen 
known as the distillate. burner 


distraught adj. distracted with worry, fear, etc. 
[related to pistRAcT] 
distress e 1. 1 severe pain, sorrow, anguish, etc. 
2 the lack of money or comforts. 3 Laze' = vist iIN1. 
4 breathlessness; exhaustion. @ z.f 1 subject to 
distress. 2 cause anxiety to; make unhappy. 0 in 
distress suffering or in danger. {from Old French 
destresse| 0 distressful adj. distressingly adv. 
distressed adj. 1 suffering from distress. 2 impoy- 
erished (distressed gentlefolk, in distressed circumstances). 
distributary 7. (//. -ies) a branch of a river or 
glacier that does not return to the main stream 
after leaving it (as in a delta). > prim 
distribute /dis-trib-yoot/ uz 1 give shares of; 
deal out. 2 spread about; scatter. 3 divide into 
parts; arrange; classify. [based on Latin distributus 
‘assigned separately’] o distributable ad). 
distribution 7. 1 the act or an instance of distrib- 
uting; the process ol being distributed. 2 Econ. a the 
dispersal of goods etc. among consumers, brought 
about by commerce. b the extent to which different 
groups, Classes, or individuals share in the total 
production or wealth of a community. 3. Sfafstics 
the way in which a characterisuc is spread over 
members of a class. 0 distributional «dj. 
distributive adj. of, concerned 
cap with, or produced by distribution. 
n distributively adv. 
distributor 7), 1 a person or thing 
that distributes. 2 an agent who 
supplies goods. 3 Elecix <a device 
in an internal-cumbustion engine 
for passing current to each spark 
plug m turn. 
district ». 1 a ‘often alt.) a tervi- 
tory marked off for special 
achninistrative ete. purposes. b Bri. 
a division of a county or region 
electing its own councillors. 2 an 
area which has specified character- 
istics, a region (lhe wine-gruwiry 
district). [from medieval Latin distri 
tus “(tervitory of ) jurisdiction’ | 


| contact 
breake! 
district attorney 1. (in the US) the 
prosecuting officer of a district. 
district nurse 1). Bri. a peripaictic 
nurse serving a rural or urban area. 
distrust e 7. a lack of trust: doubt: 
suspicion. @ 7/7. have no trust ot 
confidence in: doubt. 0 distrustful 


adj. distrustfully adv. 


disturb z./7, 1 |break the rest, calm, or quiet off inter- 


rupt. 2 agitate; worry (your vlory disturbs me). 3 move 


DESTILEING A 
SOLUTION 


mercury 
thermometer 


water vapoii 
forms in condense 


cooling water 
flows out of 


condenser 


pure water 


cooling water (distillate) 
flows into collects in 
condenser - flask 


from a settled position (the papers had been disturbed). 
4 (as disturbed adj.) Psychol. emotionally or 
mentally unstable or abnormal. [based on Latin 
turba ‘tumult’] o disturbing ad). 

disturbance 7. 1 the act or an instance of disturb- 
ing; the process of being disturbed. 2 a tumult; an 
uproar. 3 agitation; worry. 

disulphide 7. (US disulfide) Chem. a binary chem- 
ical containing two atoms of sulphur in each 
molecule. 

disunion /. a lack of union; separation; dissension. 

disunite v./: & intr, disunity 1. 

disuse e 7. /clis-yooss/ 1 lack of use or practice; 
discontinuance. 2 a disused state. @ utr /dis-yooz/ 
cease to use. 0 fall into disuse cease to be used. 


disyllable 1. Prosody a word or metrical foot of two 
syllables. [from Greek disullabos| 0 disylabic ad). 

ditch e 7. a long narrow excavated channel esp. for 
drainage or to mark a boundary. @ v. 1 mlz make 
or repair ditches. 2 é collog. leave in the lurch; 

abandon. 3 colleg. a tx bring {an aircrafi) down on 

the sea in an emergency. b inéz (of an aircraft) make 

a forced landing on the sea. [Old English] 

0 ditcher 7. 

dither e v.in/7, hesitate; be indecisive. @ n. collog. 1a 
state of agitation or apprehension. 2 a state of hesi- 
tation; indecisiveness. [variant of dialect didder| 
o ditherer 7. dithery ad. 

dithyramb /dith-i-ram/ n. 1 a wild choral hymn 
in ancient Greece. 2 a passionate or inflated poem 
etc. [from Greek dithurambos] a dithyrambic ad). 

dittany 2. (//, -ies) 1 a (in {ull dittany of Crete) a 
dwarf shrub, Origanum diclamnus (mint family), with 
woolly leaves. b US a similar herb, Cunila orwanoidey. 
2 = rranintiey. [from Greek diktamnon| 


ditto 7. (pi. -os) 1 (in accounts, lists, etc.) the afore- 
said, the same. 2 collog. (replacing a word or phrase 
to avoid repetition; the same ,came in lale las! night 
and ditto the night before). [Italian dialect, based on 
Latin dicius ‘said’ | 


a Usage In sense |, the word diffo is often replaced 
In; ditto marks under the word or sum to be 
repeated. 


ditto marks 1.//. (wo commas (,.) etc. representing 
‘ditto’, 

ditty 1. (pl. -ies) a short simple song. [from Latin 
ditatun “thine dictated] 

ditzy adj. (also ditsy) .\. Amer collog. silly or scatter- 
brained. 

diuretic /dy-yoor-et-ik/ @ adj. causing increased 
output of urme, @ a diurctic drug. fbased on 
Greek diouren “to urmate’| 


diurnal 


diurnal adj. 1 of or during the day; not nocturnal. 
2 daily; of each day. 3 Astron. occupying one day. 
[from Latin dinnus, based on dies ‘day’| 0 diur- 
nally adi. 

diva /dee-va/ n. (fl. divas) a great or famous 
woman singer; a pruna donna. {Italian, literally 
‘goddess’ | 

divalent adj. Chem. having a valency of two. 0 di- 
valency 2. 

divan 7. 1 a long, low, backless sofa. 2 a bed consist- 
ing of a base and mattress. [from Persian dwan 
‘anthology, register, court, bench’ | 

dive @ vinlr, (past and past part. dived or LS also 
dove) 1 plunge head first into water, esp. as a sport. 
2 a Aeron. (of an aircraft) plunge steeply downwards 
at speed. b. \aut. (of a submarine) submerge. ¢ (of a 
person) plunge downwards. 3 (foll. by zfo) collog. 
put one’s hand into (a pocket, handbag, container, 
etc.) quickly and deeply. e 7. tan act of diving; a 
plunge. 2 a the steep descent of an aircraft. b the 
submerging of a submarine. 3 collog. a disreputable 
nightclub etc. 4 Boung slang a pretended knockout 
(took a dive in the second round). 0 dive im collog. help 
oneself (to food). [Old English, related to vere, vip] 

dive-bomb «/ bomb (a 

target) while diving in an 

aircraft. oO dive-bomber 1. 


umbilwal supplies 
air and electricity 


diver 7, 1 
dives. & 


person who 
2 44 
person who wears a diving suil 
to work under water for long 
periods, 3 any large waterbird 
of the family Gaviidae. with 
a straight, sharply pointed 
Ini. 
diverge vii: 1 a pro- 
cecd in a different 
direction or m dilfer- 
ent directions from 
a pot. b take a differ- 
cnt course or different 
(their interests di 
2 a (often foll. by 
from) depart from a_ sel 
course. b differ markedly 
{from medieval Latin d 
veryere] O divergence 1. 
divergency 7. divergent 
adj. divergently adv. 


SCL BA-DIN ING. 


helmet 


courses 
zerged ) 


wright | 
belt 


ii ‘ : : 
ceed divers adj. archaic or literary 


more than one: sundry: 
several. [from Latin diversus 
‘turned ditlerent ways | 

diverse adj. unlike in 
nature or qualities: varied. 


DIVER: O11.-KIG DIVER x : 5 
* [Middle English] o di- 

versely ai. 
diversify . \-ies. -ied) 1 /. make cliverse; vary. 2 bh. 


Commerce 
prises or products, esp. to reduce the risk of loss, 
3 intr. yolien foll, by into esp. Commence vol a firm cte 
expand the range of products handled. a diversi- 
fication 1. 


spread (investment) over several enter- 


diversion . 1 a the act of diverting. b an instance 
of this. 2 a the civerting of auention dehberately. 
b a stratagem for this purpose (created a divervian,. 
3 4 recreation or pastime. 4 Brit, an alternative 
route when a road is closed. [from Late Latin diverszo| 
O diversionary “i(). 

diversity 

divert ifr 1 cofien Poll. by from, to) a deflect, 
b distract. 2 \olten as diverting adj.) entertain: 
amuse. [ftom Latin diverlere| O divertingly adz. 


pl. -ies) being diverse; varicty, 


a condition with abdoim- 
wis in the 


diverticular disease ». 


inal pain as a result: of muscle sp. 


presence of diverticula 

diverticulum /cdy-ver-tik-yoo-ltin/ n. (pl. diver- 
ticula) Jira! a blind tube formed in a cavity o1 
passage. esp. an abnormal one an the alimentary 
tract. flater variant of Latin decerticufin “byway 


oO diverticulosis 1 


divertimento /di-ver-ti-men-toh/ n. (p/. diverti- 
menti or -os) Ju. a light and entertaining 
composition. {Italian, literally “diversion’] 

divest v./7, (usu. foll. by of often rel.) 1 unclothe; 
strip (divested himself of his jacket), 2 deprive, dispos- 
sess; free, rid. [based on Latin vestire ‘to clothe’] 
Oo divestment /. 

divi var. of pw. 

divide e». 1 fr: & iniz. (often foll. by m, into) separate 
or be separated into parts; break up; split. 2 & @ 
intr, (often foll. by out) distribute; deal; share. 3 x a 
cut off; separate; part. b mark out into parts (a ruler 
divided into inches). € specify different kinds of, classify 
(people can be divided into two types). 4 ix cause to 
disagree (religion divided them). 5 Math, a tv. find how 
many times (a number) contains another (divide 20 
by 4). b intr. (of a number) be contained in (a 
number) without a remainder (4 divides into 20). ¢ 
intr. be susceptible of division (10 divides by 2 and 5). 
d py. find how many times (a number) is contained 
in another (dide 4 into 20). 6 Parl. a intr (of a legisla- 
tive assembly ctc.) part into two groups for voting 
(the House ae 1. b so divide (a Parliament ete.) for 
voung, @ 7. 1 a dividing or boundary line (the diide 
beteeen rich a poor), 2 Geog. a watershed. [from 
Latin dividere ‘to separate’ | 

dividend 7. laasumof money paid by a company 
to shareholders. b a similar sum payalle to winners 
in a football pool or to members of a cooperative. 
2 Afath. a number to be divided. 3 a benefit from 


any action (their long training pad diadends). [from 
Latin didendum| 
divider 7. 1 a screen etc. dividing a room into two 


parts. 2 (in p/.) a measuring compass. 

divination /div-in-ay-shon/ n. supposed insight 
into the future or the unknown gained by super- 
natural means, G divinatory ad). 

divine @ «dj. (\diviner, divinest) 1 a of, trom, or 
like God or a gocl. b sacred (divine service). 2 collog. 
excellent: delightful. @ 7. 1 é discover by gucssing. 
intuition, imspirauion, or magic. 2 &% foresve, 
predict, conjecture. 3 iz practisc divination, @ 7. a 

cleric, usu. an expert in theology. {from 
Laun divs ‘godhke’] o divinely ad. 
diviner 1. divinize ?./7. \also -ise). 


chamber 
al 
normal 


divine office see oiici Ob. 

diving bell ». < an open-bottomed 
box or bell, supphed with ai, in 
which a person can descend into 
deep water. 

diving board 27. an 
elevated board used for 
diving from. 


a) 
pressure 


diving suit 7. a waterught 
suit usu. with a helmet and 
an air supply worn for 
working under water. 
divining rod 7). = povsinc 
ROD. 
divinity 1. (//, -tes) 1 the 
state or quality of being 
divine. 2 a a god; a divine 
being. b (as the Divinity; 
God. 3 the stucly of religion. 
divisible adj. cap- 
able of — being 
divided, esp. with- 
outa remainder 1/5 
ts divisthle by 31. 
{related to pint] 
Oo divisibility n. 
division 7. 1 tk 
instance of dividing: the 
process of being divided. 
2 Math. the process of divid- 
ing one number by another 
3 clisagreement or discord 
dizision of 4 Parl. 
the separation of members 
body ito 
two sets for counting voles, 


decompre ssION 
chambe) 


enh) 


halch act or an 


DIVING BELL: 
CL PAWAY MODEL 
Ol A T9659 SEAL ASK ola 
DIVING BLE 


opinian), 


legislatiy e 


do 


5 one of two or more parts into which a thing 
is divided. 6 a major unit of administration or 
organization, esp. a a group of army brigades 
or regiments. b Sport a grouping of teams within 
a league. [from Latin divisia, related to vivivi| 
oO divisional ad). divisionally adv. 

division sign 7. the sign (=) indicating that one 
quantity is to be divided by another. 

divisive «dj. tending to divide, esp. in opinion; caus- 
ing disagreement. O divisively adv. divisiveness 1. 

divisor 1. Vath. a number by which another is to be 
divided. 

divorce e 7. 1 the legal dissolution of a marriage. 
2 a severance or separation (a divorce between thought 
and feeling). @ v. 1 a tr. (usu. as divorced adj.) (often 
foll. by from) legally dissolve the marriage of (a 
divorced couple, he wants to get divorced from her). b itr. 
separate by divorce (they divorced). ¢ & end one’s 
marriage with (divorced him). 2 tr. (often foll. by from) 
detach, separate (divorced from reality). [from Latin 
divorlere “to turn aside’ | 

divorcee x. (US masc. divorce /div-or-say/, fem. 
divorcée /div-or-say/) a divorced person. 

divot 7. a piece of turf cut out by a golf club in 
making a stroke. []6th-century coinage | 

divulge «i, disclosc; reveal (a secret etc.). [from 
Latin diulgare ‘to spread abroad among_ the 
people’| a divulgation x. divulgement ». divul- 
gence /. 

divvy (also divi) colloy. @ n. (pl. -ies) Bri. a dividend. 
@ itv; (-1es, -1ed) (olten foll. by up) share out. [20th- 
century comage | 

Diwali n. a Hindu festival with lights, held in the 


period October to November. [from Sanskrit 
dipavalt ‘row of lights’] 
Dixie 7». the southern states of the US. [19th- 


century coinage] 

dixie n. a large iron cooking pot used by campers 
ete. {from peek degcha “Vitthe pov] 

Dixieland ». 1 = Dsx1.°2 a kind of jazz with a strong 
two-beat ane and collective improvisation. 

DIY abbr. esp. Brit. do-it-yourself. 

dizzy e «dj. (dizzier, dizziest) 1 a giddy, unsteady. 
b lacking mental stability; confused. c collog. scat- 
terbrained. 2 causing. giddine ss. @ wly (-ies, -ied) 
1 make dizzy. 2 bewilder, [Old English] a dizzily 
adv, dizziness 1. 

DJ abbr. 1 Brit. dinner jacket. 2 disc jockey. 

djellaba /jel-a-ba/ 7. 
‘also. djellabah, jel- 
laba: > hooded 
woollen cloak worn or as 
worn by Arab men. 
[trom Arabic jallaba] 

djinn var. of jinn 

dl abby. decilitre(s). 

D-layer 7». the 
layer of the ionosphere 
able to reflect 
frequency radio waves. 


a loose 


lowest 


low- 


D.Litt. abbr, Doctor of 
Letters. (Latin Dactor 
Lilterarum| 


DM «bby (also D-mark 


Deutschmark. 


dm a/hy, decimetre(s). 


D.Mus,. ahh. Doctor of 

Music. DJELLABA 
DNA abhi. & deoxyribo- é 

nucleic acid, a_ self-replicating material which 


carries the genetic information in chromosomes. 
D-notice 7». Bri/. a government notice to 
editors not to publish items on specified subjects, 
for reasons of security. [D: from defence} 
do! e &. (3rd sing present does: past did: fast part. 
done) 1 / perform, carry out, achieve, complete 
work ete. did his homework: there’s a lot to doy. 2 t. 
a produce, make (she was doing a painting, [did a trans- 
lation). b provide (do sou do ). 3 ir bestow, 


news 


lunches? 


do 


DNA 


DNA 1s a nucleic acid that constitutes the 
genes in virtually all living organisms. It 
governs cell growth and is responsible for 
the transmission of genetic information 
from one generation to the next. A DNA 
molecule consists of two strands 

that spiral around each other 

to form a double helix. The 
strands are held together by 
subunits called bases, 
which always pair in 
specific ways: adenine 
with thymine and 
cytosine with guanine. 


grant; have a specified effect on (a walk would do you | 


good; do me a favour). 4 intr. act, behave, proceed (do as 
I do; she would do well to accept the offer). 5 tr. a work at 
for a living, be occupied with (whal does your father 
do?). b work at, study (he did chemistry at unwersity; 
we're doing Chaucer next term). 6 a iniz. be suitable or 
acceptable; suffice (a sandwich will do until we get home: 
that will never do). b tx: satisfy; be suitable for (that hotel 
will do me nicely). 7 t deal with; put in order (the 
garden needs doug, the barber will do you next, Imus! do my 
hair before we go). 8 intr. a fare; get on (the patients were 
doing excellently, he did badly in the lest). b perform, 
work (could do better). 9 tr. a solve; work out (we did the 
puzzle). b (prec. by can or be able to) be competent at 
(can you do cartieheels?, I never could do maths). 10 tr. 
a traverse (a certain distance) (zee did fifty males today). 
b travel at a specified speed (he overtook us doing about 
eighty). 11 Ur. collog. act or behave like (did a Houdini). 
12 intr. a collog. finish (Lve done in the bathroom). b (as 
done adj.) be over (he day is done). 13 &% produce or 
give a performance of (we've never done “Pygnialion). 
14 ¢, cook, esp. to the right degree (do it in the woven: 
the potatoes aren't done yet). 15 int: be in progress 
(whal’s doing?). 16 tr. collog. visit; see the sights of (we 
did all the art galleries). 17 tr. collog. a (often as done 
adj.) exhaust; tire out (the climb has completely done me). 
b beat up, defeat, kill. € ruin (now youve done it). 
18 ty. slang a rob (they did a shop in Soho). b swindle (L 
was done al the market). 19 tr Bril. slang prosecute, 


convict (they were done for shoplifling). 20 tr slong — 


undergo (a specified term of imprisonment) (he did 
two years for fraud). 21 tr slang take (a drug). @ v.aus. 
1 a (except with be, can, may, oughl, shall, will) in 
questions and negative statements (do you under- 
stand? I don’t smoke). b (except with can, may, ough, 
shall, will) in negative commands (dont be silly; do nol 
come tomorrow). 2 elfipl. or in place of verb or verb 
and object (vou know her betler than f do; I wanted to go 
and I did so; tell me, do!). 3 {orming emphatic present 
and past tenses (J do want to, do tell me; they did go bul 
she was out). 4 in inversion for emphasis (rarely does ut 
happen: did he but know il). @ n. (pl. dos or do’s) collog. 
an elaborate social event, party, or operation. 0 be 
done with sce pow. be to do with he concerned 
or connected with (the argument was lo do with money). 
do away with collog. 1 abolish. 2 kill. do battle 
enter in combat. do down Brit. collog. 1 cheat, 
swindle. 2 get the better of; overcome. 3 criticize, 
put down. do for 1 be satisfactory or sufficient for. 
2 vollog. (esp. as done for adj.) destroy, ruin, kill (he 
knew he was done for). do in 1 slang a kill. b ruin, do 
injury to. 2 collog. exhaust, tire out. do nothing for 
(or to) collog. detract from the appearance or qual- 
itv of. de one’s nut Bri. slang he extremely angry 
or agitated. do out Brit, collog. clean or redecorate 
(a room). do a person out of collog. unjustly 
deprive a person of; swindle out of (he was done out of 
his holiday). do over 1 slang attack; beat up. 2 NV. Amer. 
collog. do again. do proud see prop. dos and 


adenine-thymine 
base-pair 


MODEL OF A 
DNA MOLECULE 


sugar -phosphate 
backbone 


double 


helix 


cytosine-guanine 
base-pair 


don’ts rules of behaviour. do something for (or 
to) collog. enhance the appearance or quality of 
(thai carpet does something for the room). do to (archaic 
unto) treat in a specified way. do to death see 
peath. do the trick see trick. do up 1 fasten, 
secure. 2 collog. a refurbish, renovate. b adorn, 
dress up. do well for oneself prosper. do well 
out of profit by. do with (prec. by could) would be 
glad to have; would profit by {J could do with a rest). 
do without manage without; forgo (also absol.: we 
shall just have to do without). [Old English] 

do? var. of nou. 

do. abbr. dilto. 

DOA abd. dead on arrival (at hospital etc.). 

doable adj. that can be done. 

Dobermann /. (in full Dobermann pinscher) a 
large dog of a German breed with a smooth coat. 
pop. [named alter L. Dobermann, 19th-century 
German dog-breeder, + German Pinscher ‘terrier | 

dobro 7. propr. a type of acoustic guitar with steel 
resonating discs inside the body under the bridge. 
[from Do(pera) Bro(thers), the Czech-American 
inventors of the instrument] 

doc v. collog. doctor. 

docile adj. submissive, casily managed. [from Latin 
docilis ‘teachable’| 0 docilely adv. docility n. 

dock'e 7. 1 an artificially enclosed body of water 
for the loading, unloading, and repair of ships. 2 (in 
pl.) a range of docks with wharves and offices; a 
dockyard. 3 U/S a ship’s berth, a wharf.ew Ll @ 
intr. bring or come into a dock. 2 a é join (space- 
craft) together in space. b ifn (of spacecraft} be 
joined. [from Middle Dutch docke| 

dock? n. the enclosure in a criminal court for the 
accused. gin the dock &ri. on trial. [| 6th-century 
comage | 

dock? n. any coarse, broadleaved weed of the genus 
Rumex. {Old English] 

dock? (./; 1 cut short (an animal's tail}. 2 a (often foll. 
by from) deduct (a part) from wages, supplies, etc, 
b reduce (wages etc.) in this way. [Middle English] 

docker 7. a person employed to load and unload 
ships. 

docket e 7. Bril. 1. a document or label listing goods 
delivered or the contents of a package. 2 a voucher; 
an order form. @ v./. (docketed, docketing) label 
with a docket, {15th-century coinage] 

dockland ». a district near docks. 

dock-tailed adj. having a docked tail. 
dockyard 7. an area with docks and equip- 
ment for building and repairing ships. 

Doc Martens var. of Dr Mavniins. 


doctor e 7. 1 aa qualified practitioner of 4 
medicine; a physician. b A. .tmer a quali- 
fied dentist or veterinary surgeon. 2 a 
person who holds a doctorate (Doctor of 
Civil Law). @ v.tr collog. 1 Brit, castrate or 
spay. 2 adulterate. 3 tamper with, falsify. 
0 what the doctor ordered ¢u/log. something 


doe 


beneficial or desirable. [Latin, literally ‘teacher’ 
doctoral adj. of or for a degree of doctor. 

doctorate n. the highest university degree in any 
faculty, sometimes honorary. 

Doctor Martens var. of Dk Marvens. 

Doctor of Philosophy 1. 1 a doctorate in any 
faculty except law, medicine, or sometimes theol- 
ogy. 2 a person holding such a degree. 

doctrinaire e adj. secking to apply a theory or 
doctrine dogmatically. e . a doctrinaire person. 
[French] o doctrinairism 2. 

doctrinal ad. of or inculcating a doctrine or 
doctrines. 0 doctrinally adv. 

doctrine 7. 1 what is taught; a body of instruc- 
tion. 2 a a principle of religious or politcal etc. 
belief. b a set of such principles; dogma. {from 
Latin doctrina ‘teaching’] 0 doctrinism 12. 
doctrinist 7. 

docudrama 1. a dramatized television film based 
on real events. 

document e 7. a piece of written, printed, or elec- 
tronic matter that provides information or 
evidence. @ u./7 1 prove by or provide with docu- 
ments or evidence. 2 record in a document. [from 
Latin documentum ‘proof’ 

documentary e adj. 1 consisting of documents 
(documentary evidence). 2 providing a factual record or 
report. @ 7. (pl. -ies) a documentary film ete. 

documentation 77, 1 the accumulation, classiica- 
uon, and dissemination of information. 2 the 
maitcrial collected or disseminated. 3 the collection 
of documents relating to a process or event. 

docusoap 7. a documentary following people in a 
particular occupation or location over a period of 
time. [blend of docu(mentary) and soap] 

dodder ».in/7: tremble or totter, esp. from age. [1 7th- 
century coinage| 0 dodderer 7. doddery ad). 

doddle 7. Brit. collog. an easy task. 

dodeca- cum. form twelve. {from Greek] 

dodecagon 7. ¥ a plane figure with twelve sides. 

dodecahedron 7. (//. dodecahedra or dodeca- 
hedrons) ¥ a solid figure with twelve faces. 
0 dodecahedral ad). 


DODECAGON 


DODECAHEDRON 


dodge e ». 1 intr (often foll. hy about, behind, round) 
move quickly to one side or quickly change position, 
to elude a pursuer, blow, etc. (dodged behind the chair). 
2 ty, a evade by cunning or trickery (dodged paying the 
fare). b elude (a pursuer, opponent, blow, etc.) by a 
sideward movement etc. @ 7. L a quick moyement to 
avoid or evade something. 2 a clever trick or expedi- 
ent. [1 6th-century comagce] o dodger ». 
dodgem 7. (in full dodgem car) a small electrically 
powered car, driven in an enclosure at a funfair 
with the aim of bumping or avoiding other such 
cars. [US proprietary name| 
dodgy «dj. (dodgier, dodgiest) 
1 collog. awkward, unreliable. 
tricky. 2 Brit. cunning, artful. 
dodo 1. ( f/. -os or -0es) 4a 
large extinct flightless bird, 
Raphus cucullatus, formerly native 
to Mauriuus. [from Portuguese 
doudo ‘simpleton | 
doe #. a female fallow deer. rein- 
deer. hare. rabbit, etc, [Old English} 


DODO (Raphus cucullatus) 


doer 


doer 7. 1 a person who does something. 2 a 
person who acts rather than merely talking 
or thinking, 

does 37d sing. prevent of vo! 

doesn’t only, docs not. 

doff ¢.t, esp. literary take off (one’s hat, cloth- 
ing), (Middle English, literally “do off] 

dog e 7. 1 am a domesticated carnivorous 
mammal, Cane familians, occurring in 
many different breeds kept as pets or for 
work or sport. b a wild animal of the genus 
Canis, including wolves, jackals, and coyotes, or of 
the family Canidae, including foxes, 2 the male of 
the clog, or of the fox (also dog-fox) or wolf (also 
dog-wolf ). 3 collog. a a despicable person. b a 
person of a specified kind (@ ducky dog). 4 a mechan- 
ical device for gripping. 5.\. Amer slang something 
poor; a failure. 6 = rigepoc. 7 (in pl.; prec. by the) 
Brit. collog. greyhound racing. @ ulr (dogged, 
dogging) follow closely and persistently; pursue, 
track. o dog’s breakfast (or Bri/. dinner} co/llog. a 
mess. go to the dogs s/ang deteriorate, be rumed. 
[Old English] 0 doglike ad). 

dog biscuit ». a hard thick biscuit for feeding dogs. 

dog collar ». 1 4 collar for a dog. 2 rv/log. a clerical 
collar. 

dog days 7:.)/. the hottest period of the year. 

doge n. fisi. the chief magistrate of Venice or 
Genoa. [from Venetian Italian doze 

dog-eared adj. (of a book etc.) with the corners 
worn or battered with use. 

dog-end ». s/ang a cigarette end. 

dogfight e 7. 1 a close combat between fighter 
aircraft. 2 uproar; a fight like that between dogs. 
e@ «intr, take part in a doglight. 0 dogfighter ». 
dogfish n. (f/. su. same) < any of various small 

sharks, esp. of the families Sevhorhinidae and 
Squalidae. > Ecc, 
dogged /dog-id/ ad. tenacious: grimly persis- 


wh 


SHARK 


tent. [NMliddle English, based on po] 
0 doggedly ad:. doggedness 1. 
doggerel n. poor or trivial verse. [Middle 


English| 
doggie var. of poucy n. 
doggo adi. o he doggo Bri. \/ang lie motionl +s 
or hidden, making no sign. 
doggone esp. .\. -Amer slang @ ad. & adi. 
damned. @ inf. expressing annoyance. 

doggy e adj. 1 of or like a dog. 2 devoted to 
dogs. @ n. \also doggie) ; p/. -ies) a little dog; 
a pet name for a dog. a dogginess n. 
doggy bag". a bag given to a customer in a 
restaurant or to a guest ata party etc. for 
putting leftovers in to take home. 


, doggy-paddle var ol 


VANDEL. 


Don, 


dog handler #7. a person, esp. a 
police officer. in charge of a dog or 
dogs. 0 dog-handling ». 
doghouse 7. .\. Amer a bo 

kennel. a in the doghouse any 

in disgrace or disfavour, 
dog in the manger /. 4 person 
who prevents others from using 
something, although that per- 
son has no use for it. 
dog-leg ». a sharp bend like 
that in a doe’s hind leg 


DOGFISH: LLSSER- 
SPOTTED DOGILISH 
Serharhinus canicula 


dogma ». 1 a principle, tenet, or system of these, 
esp. as laid down by the authority of a Church, 
2 an arrogant declaration of opinion, [from Greek 
dogma ‘opinion | 

dogmatic ad. 1 (of a person) given to asserting 01 
Imposing personal opinions; arrogant. 2 mtoler- 
antly authoritative. 0 dogmatically adi. 

dogmatism 7. a tendency to be 
0 dogmatist », 

do-gooder 7. a well-meaning but unrealistic phil- 
anthropist or rcforme 

dog-paddle #7. also doggy-paddle an clemen- 


tary swimming stroke like that of a dag 


dogmatic 


dog rose 7. 4a wild hedge- 
rose, Rosa canina. 
dogsbody 1. ( //. -ies) 
Brit. collog. a drudge. 
dog sled 7. a sled designed 
to be pulled by dogs. 
dog’s life n. a life of misery or 
harassment. 
dogs of war 7.//. poet. the havoc 
accompanying war. 
dog-star 7. Sirius, the bright- 
est star in the sky. [so called as 
it appears to‘follow at the 
heels of Orion the hunter] 
dog-tired adj. tired out. 


DOG ROSE 
(Rosa canina) 


dog-tooth 7, 1 ¥.a small pointed ornament or mould- 
ing, esp. in Norman and Early English architecture. 
2 a broken check pattern used esp. in cloth for suits. 


dog-tooth 
ornament 


DOG-TOOTH ORNAMENI IN 
ROMANLSQUE-S LYLE \RCH 


dog trials 7.p/. Austral. & Va public competitive 
display of the skills of sheepdogs. 

dog trot 7. a 

dog-violet 1. any of various scentless wild violets. 
esp. bola niviniana. 

dogwatch ». .\au/. eather of two short watches (4-6 


or 6 8 p.m.) 


gentle easy trot. 


dogwood 2. < any of 
various shrubs of the 
genus Cornus, with dark 
red branches, grcenish- 
white flowers, and purple 
berries. 
DoH abby tin the UR) 
Department of Health. 
doh 7. do} Afus. 
1 in sol-fa) the 
first and eighth note of 
a major scale. 2 the 
note C in the fixed-doh 
system. Pele certain 
coinage: from Italian do, 
an arbitrarily chosen 
syllable] 
doily 1. (also doyley) ; pi. 
-ies or -eys) a small 
ornamental mat of paper, 
etc... on a plate 
for cakes ete, [originally 
the name of a fabric 
trom Doiley, a 17th-century London draper] 


valso 
tonic 


DOGWOOD 
Gornus alba 


lace, 


doing 7. 1 a an action: the performance of a deed 
famous for his doiney . b activity, effort it takes a lot of 
doing). 2 collog. a scolding: a beating, 3 (in pl.) esp 
Brut slang thines needed: adjuncts; things whose 
names are not known have we gol all the doings?) 
do-it-yourself @ adj. (of work, esp. building, paint- 
ing, decorating, etc.) done or to be done by an 
amateur at home. @ 7. such work. 


dolour 


dojo 7. (f/. -os) 1a room or hall in which judo and 
other martial arts are practised. 2 a mat on which 
judo ete. is practised. [ Japanese] 

Dolby ». propr: an electronic najse-reduction system 
used esp. in tape-recording to reduce hiss. [named 
after R. M. Dolby, US inventor, born 1933] 

dolce ad?. & adj. \us. @ adv. sweetly and softly. @ ad). 
performed in this manner. [Italian| 

dolce vita 7. a life of pleasure and luxury. [Itahan 
‘sweet life’} 

doldrums 1.//. (usu. prec. by fhe) 1 low spirits; a 
feeling of boredom or depression. 2 a period of 
inactivity or state of stagnation. 3 an equatorial 
ocean region of calms, sudden storms, and light 
unpredictable winds. > teape winp 

dole @ n. (usu. prec. by the) Brit. collog. benefit 
claimable by the unemployed from the State. 
@ «ir; (usu. foll. by out) deal out sparingly. 0 on the 
dole collog. receiving state benefit for the unem- 
ployed. [Old English] 

doleful ad. 1 mournful, sad. 2 dreary, dismal. 
[Middle English] 9 dolefully adv. dolefulness 7. 

doll e ». 1 a small model of a human figure as 
a child’s toy, 2 s/ang a young woman (or also US 
a young man), esp. an attractive one. 3 a ventrilo- 
quist’s dummy. @ viz G intr (foll. by up; often 
refl.) dress up smartly. [pet form of the name Dorothy] 

dollar 7. 1 the chief monetary unit of the US, 
Canada, and Australia. 2 the chief monetary unit 
of certain countries in the Pacific, West Indies, 
SE Asia, Africa, and S$. America. [from German 
Taler, short for Joachimstaler, a com from the Joachims- 
tal silver-mine]| 

dollar mark ». (also dollar sign) the sign $, repre- 
senting a dollar. 

dollop e x. a shapeless lump of food etc. @ er 
\dolloped. dolloping) (usu. foll. by ouf) serve out 
in large shapeless quannitics. 

doll’s house x. (.\. Axe. dollhouse) a miniature 
toy house tor dolls. 

dolly 7. (/. -ies) 1 a child’s name for a doll. 2 a 
movable platform for a cine-camera. 3 Cricket collog. 
an easy catch or hit. 4 a stick for stirring clothes in 
a washtub, 

dolly-bird ». Brit. cMlog. an attractive and stylish 
young woman. 

dolly mixture 7». Bri. any of a mixture of small 
variously shaped and coloured sweets. 

dolman sleeve 2. a loose sleeve cut in one piece 
with the body of a garment. [based on Turkish 
dolama “robe | 

dolmen 7. a megalithic tomb with a large flat stone 
laid on upright ones. & avor. [French] 

dolomite 7. ¥ a mineral or rock of calcium magne- 
sium carbonate. [named after D. de Dolomien. 
French geologist, 1750 1801] a dolomitic adj. 


, quartz matrix 


DOLOMITE 


dolomite 


curved crystals 


crystal faces 


dolorous aij. /iierary or joc. 1 distressing, painful: 
doleful, dismal. 2 distressed, sad. o dolorously 
ad 

dolour /dol-er/ n. (US dolor) fiterary sorrow, 
distress. [from Latin dolor ‘pain, grief’| 


DOG 


Dogs belong to the family Canidae, 
which includes wolves, jackals, and 
foxes. All modern domestic dogs 
(Canis familiaris) are descended from 
the grey wolf (Canzs lupus). There are 
now more than 300 different breeds 
of domestic dog and these are often 
classified into various types, according 
to the task for which they were origin- 
ally bred. These tasks included herd- 
ing, hunting, and guarding. However, 
many breeds are now kept mainly or 
exclusively as pets, irrespective of 
their original function. 
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DOLPHIN 


Dolphins are aquatic mammals belonging to the 
order Cetacea, and generally have beak-like 
snouts and streamlined bodies. They can be 
broadly divided into oceanic and river dolphins. 
Oceanic dolphins, which belong to the family 
Delphinidae, are distributed throughout all 
oceans; some species are coastal or partly river- 
ine. River dolphins, which belong to the family 
Platanistidae, are found in the largest rivers of 
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Asta and South America. One species of 


dolphin, the franciscana, is closely related to the 


river dolphins but lives in coastal waters. 
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dolphin ». 1 A any of various porpoise-like aquatic 
mammals. B crixchax. 2 (also dolphinfish) = 
bok wwe |. 3a bollard, pile, or buoy for mooring, 4a 
structure for protecting the pier of a bridge 
dolphinarium », (//. dolphinariums); Sri/. an 
aquarium for dolphins, esp. one open to the public. 
dolt 7. a stupid person. o doltish ad, doltishness n. 
Dom 7. a tide prefixed to the names of some Roman 
Cathobe cignitaries, and Benedictine and CGarthusian 
monks, [Latin domiius master } 
1 an area under one rule: a realm. 2 a 
control or imfluence. 3° Computing a 
clistinct subset of the Internet with addresses shar- 
mg acommon suflix, [from Old French demeze| 


domain »; 
sphere of 


domain name »).. Conifiting the part of a network 
address which identifies ttas belonging to a partic- 
ular domain 

dome 7. 1 a rounded Vault as a rool, with a cireu- 
lax, cliptical, or polygonal base. 2 a dome-shaped 
thing. 3 s/ane the head. [from Latin dames Shouse’] 
o domelike ad). 

domestic e@ ad). 1 of the 
family affaus. 2 of one’s own country, not lorcign 


home, householel cor 


ali! 


COMMON DOLPHIN 
(Delphinus delphis) 


PACIFIC WHITE-SIDED DOLPHIN 


BOTTLENOSE DOLPHIN 
(Tursiops truncatus) -s 


anus 


arinogenttal opening 


(Lagenorhynchus obliquidens) 


BOU LTO 
(Inia geoffrensis) ig 


or international. 3 (of an animal) kept by or living 
with humans. 4 fond of home lite. @ 7. a household 
servant. [based on Latin domu, ‘home’] 0 domes- 
tically adi. 

domesticate 7/7 1 tame (an animal) to live with 
humans. 2  naturalize (a plant or animal), 
oc domestication n. 

domesticity 7». 1 the state of being domestic, 
2 domestic or home life. 

domestic science 7. 
management. 


the study of household 


domicile (also domicil) @ 7. 1 a dwelling place; 
one’s home, 2 Law aa place of permanent resi- 
dence. b the fact of residing, @ wf (usu. as 
domiciled adj.) (usu. oll. by at, in) establish or 
settle in a place. [from Latin domicihum| 
domiciliary ad). of a dwelling place (esp. Bri. of a 
doctor's, official's. etc., visit to a person’s home), 
dominant e ad). 1 dominating, prevailing, most 
influential. 2 a (of an allele) expressed even when 
inherited from only one parent. b (of an inherited 
characteristic) appearing m an individual even 
when its allelic counterpart is also inherited (cf. 


INDUS RIVER DOLPHIN 
(Platanista minor} 


REGLSSIVE 2). > Minpiuism, @ 2. us. the fifth note of 
the diatonic scale of any key. [from Latin dominant- 
‘dominating’] G dominance 7. dominantly adv. 

dominate »: 1 /7, G (foll. by over) mir. exercise control 
over. 2 intr (of a person, sound, feature of a scene, 
etc.) be the most influential or conspicuous. 3 i, @ 
(foll. by over) intr. (of a building etc.) overtook. [from 
Latin dominant dominat-| 0 domination n. domina- 
tor 7. 

domineer winiz (often as domineering adj.) 
behave in an arrogant and overbearing way. [from 
Dutch domineren ‘to rule’| 0 domineeringly ad. 

Dominican e adj. of or relating to St Dominic or 
the order of preaching friars which he founded. 
@ x. a Dominican friar, nun, or sister (see also BLack 
Friar). [from Domincus, Laun name of Domingo de 
Guzman (St Dominic)| 

dominion 7. 1 sovereignty. control. 2 the territory 
of a sovereign or government. 3 hist. a self-governing 
territory of the British Commonwealth. [based on 
Latin dominus ‘lord’] 

domino ». (p/. -oes) 1 a any of 28 small oblong 
pieces marked with 0 6 pips in each half. b (in pl.; 


domino effect 


usu, treated as sig.) a game played with these. 2 a 
loose cloak with a mask for the upper-part of the 
face. [French] 

domino effect 7. (also domino theory) the cflect 
whereby (or the theory that) one event will cause a 
sequence of similar events, like a row of falling 
dominoes. 

don! 2, 1 a university teacher, esp. a senior member 
of a college at Oxford or Cambridge. 2 (Don) aa 
Spanish title prefixed to a male forename. b a 
Spanish gentleman; a Spaniard. ¢ M Amer. slang 
a high-ranking member of the Mafia. [Spanish, 
from Latin domanus ‘lord’] 

don? xi, (donned, donning) put on (clothing). 
[literally, ‘do on’) 

donate #7. give or contribute (money ctc.), esp. to a 
charity. 0 donator 7. 

donation n. 1 the act or an instance of donating. 
2 something, esp. money, donated. [based on Latin 
donum ‘ext’ | 

done past part. of vo'. @ adj. 1 collog. socially accept- 
able (the done thing). 2 (often with in, up) collog. tired 
out. 3 (esp. as int. in reply to an offer etc.) accepted. 
0 be done with have finished with. be finished 
with. done for collog. in scrious trouble. 

doner kebab /don-er/ n. spiced lamb cooked on 
a spit and served in slices, often with pitta bread. 
{from Turkish, literally ‘rotating kebab’ | 

donjon 2. the great tower or innermost keep of a 
castle, [archaic spelling of puncton| 

Don Juan n. a seducer of women. |from the name 
of a legendary Spanish nobleman] 

donkey 2. (fi. -eys) 1 a domestic ass. 2 collog. a 
stupid or foolish person. 


DOME 


Domes are curved roofs that were 
first built on palaces and rcligious 
buildings as striking symbols of 
the building’s status. They can be 
categorized according to the 
shape of the dome. The frame- 
work of the dome, such as the 
one shown here. often has very 
complex bracing systems. 

The shape of the base 
depends on the plan 
of the walls on which 
the dome is 
constructed, 
known as 
the drum. 
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donkey engine 7. a small auxiliary engine. 

donkey jacket n. Brit. a thick weatherproof jacket 
worn by workers and as a fashion garment. 

donkey’s years n./)/. collog. a very long time. 

donkey work 7. the laborious part of a job; 
drudgery. 

donna rn. 1 an Italian, Spanish, or Portuguese 
woman. 2 (Donna) a title prefixed to the forename 
of such a woman. [Italian, from Latin domna 
‘mistress’ | 

donnish «aj. like or resembling a college don, esp. 
in supposed pedantry. 0 donnishly adv. donnish- 
ness /. 

donor 7. 1 a person who gives or donates something 
(c.g. toa charity). 2 a person who provides blood for 
a transfusion, semen for insemination, or an organ 
or tissue for transplantation. [based on Latin donare 
‘to give || 


donor card 7. an official card authorizing use of 


organs for transplant, carried by the donor. 

donor fatigue 7. apathy im the general public to 
requests for donations to charitable causes, as a 
result of repeated appeals for money, overexposure 
to media portrayal of suffering, or a feeling that no 
change can be achieved. 

don’t e contr. do not. @ 7. a prohibition (dos and don'ts). 

donut (Svar. of poucHact. 

doodah 1». collog. a gadget or ‘thingummy”. [from 
the refrain of the song Camptown Races| 

doodle e win scribble or draw, esp. absent- 
mindedly. @ x. a scrawl or drawing so made. [origi- 
nally in sense “foolish person’: from Low German 

dudelkop{| A doodler n. 

doodlebug ». 1 US any of various insccts. 
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dope 


2 US an unscientific device for locating minerals. 
3 Brit. collog. a flying bomb. 

doom e 7. 1 aa grim fate or destiny. b death or 
ruin. 2 a condemnation. @ vf 1 condemn or 
destine (doomed to destruction). 2 (esp. as doomed adj.) 
consign to misfortune or destruction. [Old English 
dom ‘statute, judgement’ } 

doom-laden adj. portending, 
predicting doom. 

doomsday ». the day of the Last Judgement. 5 till 
doomsday for ever. 

doomwatch 7. organized vigilance or observation 
to avert danger, esp. from environmental pollution. 
0 doomwatcher n. 

door 7. 1 ¥ a hinged, sliding, or revolving barrier for 
closing and opening an entrance to a building, 
room, cupboard, etc. 2 a an entrance or exit; a 
doorway. b a means of access or approach. O lay 
(or lie) at the door of impute (or be imputable) to. 
{Old English] 5 doored ad). (also in comé.). 
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doorbell 7). a bell in a house etc. rung by visitors 
outside to signal their arrival. 

doorkeeper N. = DOORMAN, 

doorknob 7. a knob for turning to release the latch 
of a door. 

door knocker ». a handle of metal or wood fixed 
to a door by a hinge to allow visitors to signal their 
arrival by knocking. & poor 

doorman ». (//. -men) a person on duty at the 
door to a large building; a janitor or porter. 

doormat 7. 1 a mat at an entrance for wipmg mud 
ete. from the shoes. 2 a feebly submissive person. 

doornail 7. a nail with which doors were studded 
for strength or ornament. 0 dead as a doornail 
completely or unmistakably dead. 

doorstep e 7. 1 a step leading up to the outer door 
of a house ete. 2 Brit. slang a thick slice of bread. 
@ ¢.inir: (-stepped, -stepping) Bri. go from door to 
door selling, canvassing, etc. GO on one’s (or the) 
doorstep very close. 

doorstop 7. a device for keeping a door open or 
to prevent it from striking a wall etc. when 
opened. 

door-to-door ad). (of selling etc.) done at each 
house in turn. 

doorway 7. an opening filled by a door. 

doo-wop n. a style of pop music involving close 
harmony vocals and nonsense phrases. [imitative] 

dopamine »). Biochem. an amine present in the body 
as a neurotransmitter and a precursor of other 
substances including adrenalin. 

dope e ». 1 a varnish applied to the cloth surface of 
acroplane parts. 2 a thick liquid used as a lubricant 
vic. 3 a slang a narcotic; a stupefying drug. b a drug 
ete. given to a horse or greyhound, or taken by an 
athlete, to affect performance. 4 slang a stupid 
person. 5 s/ang information about a subject. esp. il 
not generally known. @ @ 1 f administer dope to, 
drug. 2 #. apply dope to. 3 int: take addictive drugs 
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DOPPLER EFFECT 


The changing pitch of the siren 
Ya passing police car is an 
example of the Doppler effect 
on sound waves. As the car 
moves towards an observer, the 
sound waves are short and reach 
the observer more frequently, {| 
and so the pitch rises. As the 
car moves away, the waves 
are longer and reach the 
observer less frequently, and 
so the pitch drops. The siren 
is in fact constantly producing 
sound of the same frequency. 


DOPPLER 


short sound 
T'ATES 


mor ing 


O dope out s/ang discover. 
‘sauce | 0 doper zn. 

dopey ad. (also dopy) (dopier. dopiest) co/log. 
1 a half asleep. b stupefied by or as if by a drug. 
2 stupid, silly. 0 dopily ad. dopiness 7. 

doppelganger /dop-él-geng-er/ n. an apparition 
or double of a living person. [German, literally 
“enbbe-we wey | 

Doppler effect 7. (also Doppler shift Physics A 
an increase (or decrease) in the frequency of sound. 
light, or other waves as the source and observer 
move towards (or away) from each other. [name dl 
after C. J. Doppler, Austrian physicist, 1803 -53 

dopy var. of popiy. 

dorado 1. | //. -os) 1 ¥ a blue and silver marine fish, 

Corrphaena hippurus. 2 a gold-coloured freshwater 

fish. Sadminus mavillosus. native to 5. 

America. [based on Late 

Latin deauratus “gilt’] 


[from Dutch doop 


DORADO (Coryphaena hippurus 


Doric /do-rik/ Archit. @ adj. of the oldest, sturdicst. 
ancl sunplest of the Greek orders. & Gotu, @ 77. ¥ the 
Doric orcler, [from Greek Dirikos| 

dork 2. s/n 1 the penis. 2 a stupid or contemptible 
person, [20th-century coinage] 

dorm 2». (o//oy. dormitory. 

dormant ad). 1 lying inactive: sleeping. 2 a (of a 


voleano ctc., temporarily inactive. b (of potential 


DORIC 


The Doric order, which dates from the 7th century 
| BG. is the oldest of the three main ancient Greek 


| architectural orders. Doric temples have fluted 
columms with plain capitals and no base 


are decorated with carved panels called metopes, 
| which are separated by plamer panels called triglyphs. 
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faculties etc.) in abeyance. 3 \of plants) alive but not 
actively growing. [from (Old) French, literally 
‘sleeping | 0 dormancy n. 

dormer ». (in full dormer window) a projecting 
upright window in a sloping roof. > charav. [origi- 
nally in sense ‘bedroom window’: based on Latin 
dormire ‘to sleep’] 

dormitory 2. (~/. -ies) 1 a slecping room with 
several beds, esp. in a school or institution. 
D> monvwsitry. 2 (in full dormitory town ctc.) a 
small town or suburb from which people travel to 
work in a city etc. 3 CS a university or college hall 
of residence or hostel. [based on Latin dormire 
dormit ‘to slecp'| 

dormouse 7. (//. dormice) 
> any mouselike rodent of the 
family Gliridae, esp. .VMuscardi- 
nus avellunarius. noted for its 
long hibernation. a 
English. associated with Latin 
dormue ‘to sleep’ 

dorsal «dj. .{nai., Cool., & Bot. 1 of, on, 
or near the back ief. vinikat). & ssn, 
2 ridge-shaped. [based on Latin dorsum 
‘back’| a dorsally ad. 

dory! n. | p/. -ies) a marine fish of the family 
Zeidae, with a thin deep body, esp. the John 
Dory. & Jor Dory. [from French dorée fem.) ‘gilded’ | 

dory® n. | pi. -ies).\. Amer. & J1Ind. a flat-bottomed 
lishing boat with high sides, 

DOS »n. Computing a program for manipulating infor- 
mation on a disk. [abbreviauon of dsk operating 
system| 

dosage ». 1 the size of a dose of medicine, radia- 
uon, ete. 2 the giving of medicine in doses. 

dose e 7. 1 an amount of a medicine or drug taken 
at one time, 2 a quanuty of something adminis- 


dhiotiron 


friezes 


frieze (righ ph — 


melope 


archiliave 


fy 
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plain 
capilal 


double 


tered or allocated (e.g work, praise, punishment, 
etc.). 3 the amount of ionizing radiation received 
by a person or thing. 4 s/ang a venereal infection. 
@ v.17, give a dose or doses to. 0 like a dose of salts 
Brit. collog. very fast and efficiently. [from Greek 
dosis gift] 

dosh 7. Bri. slang money. [20th-century coinage] 

dosimeter /cdoh-sim-i-ter/ 7. (also dosemeter) 
a device used to measure an absorbed dose of 
ionizing radiation. oO dosimetric ad. dosi- 

| metry nr. 
doss z.inix. Bril. slang 1 (often foll. by down) sleep, 
esp. roughly or in cheap lodgings. 2 (often foll. by 
aboul, around) spend ume idly. 3 a thing perceived 

as fun or a soft option, requiring little effort. 

oO dosser n. [18th-century comage| 

doss-house 7. Bril. a cheap lodging house, esp. for 
vagrants. 

dossier 7. a sct of documents, esp. about a person, 
event, or subject. [based on French dos, so called 
from the label on the back] 

dot e 7. 1 aa small spot, speck, or mark. b such a 
mark as part of an? or, as a full stop, etc. c a deci- 
mal point. 2 the shorter signal of the two used in 
Morse code (cf. pasu n. 6). @ wx (dotted, dotting) 
1 a mark with a dot or dots. b place a dot over (a 
letter). 2 (often foll. by about) scatter like dots. 
3 partly cover as with dots (a sea dotted with ships). 
o dot the i’s and cross the t’s collog. 1 be 
minutely accurate, emphasize details. 2 add the 
final touches to a task. on the dot exactly on time. 
the year dot Brit. collog. a time far in the past. [Old 
English dott ‘head of a boil’ 

dotage 2. feeble-minded senility (in his dolage). 
[based on French radoler “to ramble on’} 

dotard 7. a person who is feeble-minded, esp. 

from senility. [related 


DORMOUSE: GOMMON to port] 
DORMOUSE Ciuycardinus  dotecom 7. a 
avellanarius), company het 
conducts its busi- 


ness on the Internet. 
, [from *.com’ in an Inter- 
net address] 
dote vintr. (loll. by on, upon) be fool- 
ishly or eXcessively fond of. [Middle 
English, corresponding to Middle Dutch 
doten 10 be silly’] 
dot matrix printer 7. A a printer with characters 
formed from dots printed by configurations of the 
tps of small pins or wires. 
dotterel 7. a small migratory plover, Eudromias 
morinellus. \ased on pore, named from the case 
with which it is caught, taken to indicate stupidity] 
dottle 1. a remnant of unburnt tobacco in a pipe. 
dotty ad. (dottier. dottiest) esp. Brit. collog. 
1 fecble-minded, silly. 2 eccentric. 3 absurd. 4 (fol. 
by about, on) infatuated with: obsessed by. [19th- 
century coinage} O dottily adr. dottiness n. 
double e ad. 1 a consisting of two parts or things 
b consisting of two identical parts. 2 twice as much 
or many (double the amount, double the number. double 
thickness). 3 having twice the usual size, quantity, 
strength, etc. (double whisky). 4 de signed for two 
people (double bed). 5 a having some part double. 
b (of a flower) haying more than one circle of 
petals. ¢ (of a domino) having the same number of 
pips on each half. 6 having two different roles or 
interpretations, esp. implying confusion or deceit 
double meaning, leads a double life). @ adv. 1 at or to 
twice the amount ete. (counts double). 2 two together 
(sleep double). @ n. 1 aa double quantity or thing; 
iwice as much or many. b collog. a double measure 
of spirits. 2 a a person who looks exactly like 
another, b an understudy. 3 (in p/.) Sport (in tennis, 
badminton, ete.) a game peare 1 two pau of play- 
ers. 4 Sport a pair of victories over the same team, a 
pair of championships at the same game, etc. 5a 
system of betting in which the winnings and stake 
from the first bet are transferred to a second. 
6 Bridg the doubling of an opponent’s bid. 7 Darts 


double act 


,| DOT MATRIX 
PRINTER 


A dot matrix printer is a 
computer printer that uses an 
arrangement of pins or wires 
from a matrix to form printed 
characters. A signal from an 
electromagnet causes the 
hammer to hit a pin. The pin 
strikes an inked-up ribbon 
making a dot on the paper. 
The pins are activated in 
different combinations so that 
each character is made up of 
several vertical dot patterns. 


a hit on the narrow ring enclosed by the two outer 
circles of a dartboard. ez. 1 & G imix make or 
become twice as much or many; increase twofold; 
multiply by two. 2 ¢. amount to twice as much as. 
3 a ¢r fold or bend (paper, cloth, etc.) over on itself. 
b intr. become folded. 4 a #: (of an actor) play (two 
parts) in the same piece. b mir. be understudy ete. 
9 intr. (usu. foll. by as) play a twofold role. 6 int. turn 
sharply in fight or pursuit. 7 & Naut. sail round (a 
headland). 8 «@ Bridge make a call increasing the 
value of the points to be won or lost on (an oppo- 
nent’s bid). 9 mir Mus. play two or more musical 
instruments (the clarinettis! doubles on enor sax), 0 at (or 
US on) the double running, hurrying bent 
double folded, stooping. double back take a new 
direction opposite to the previous one. double or 
nothing (or Sri. quits) a gamble to decide 
whether a player’s loss or debt be doubled or 
cancelled. double up 1 a bend or curl up. b cause 
to do this. 2 be overcome with pain or laughter. 
3 share or assign to a room, quarters, cte., with 
another or others. 4 fold or become folded. 5 use 
winnings from a bet as stake for another. [from 
Latin duplus| o doubler n. doubly ad: 

double act x. an act involving two people. 

double agent 7. an agent who purports to spy for 
one country while working for another. 

double-barrelled adj. 1 (of a gun) having two 
barrels. & sHorcun, 2 Brit. (of a surname) having 
two parts joined by a hyphen. 3 twofold. 

double bass 7. ¥ the largest 
and lowest-pitched imstrument 
of the violin family. & oRcHts- 
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DOUBLE BASS 


double bill n. a programme with two principal 
items. 


double bind ». a dilemma. 
double-blind ad). (of a test or experiment) in which 


ribbon , 


\ electromagnet 


dot marked on paper vertical 
pattern of 


dots, 


PRINT HEAD OF A 
DOT MATRIX PRINTER 


PRINTED 
CHARACTER 


neither the tester nor the subject has knowledge of 
identities etc. that might lead to bias. 

double bluff 7. an action or statement intended to 
appear as a bluff, but in fact genuine. 

double boiler 7. a saucepan with a detachable 
upper compartment heated by boiling water in the 
lower one. 

double bond ». a pair of bonds between two atoms 
in a molecule. 

double-breasted ad. (of a coat etc.) having two 
fronts overlapping across the body. 

double-check «/: verify twice. 

double chin 7. a chin with a fold of loose flesh 
below it. 

double cream ». Bri. thick cream with a high fat 
content. 

double-cross @ 7/7, deceive or betray (a person one 
is supposedly helping). @ 7. an act of doing this. 
© double-crosser ». 

double-dealing e 7. deccit. @ adj. practising cleceit. 
0 double-dealer ». 

double-decker ». 1 a bus having an upper and 
lower deck. 2 collog. anything consisting of two 
layers 

double Dutch ». Bril. collog. incomprehen- 
sible talk. 

double-edged ad. 1 having two functions o1 
(often contradictory) applications. 2 (of a knife 
etc.) having two cutting edges. 

double entendre /doohl! ahn-tahndr/ n. La 
word or phrase open to two interpretations, 
one usu, risqué or indecent. 2 humour using 
such words or phrases. [obsolete French, liter- 
ally ‘double understanding | 

double entry 1. a system of bookkeeping in 
which each transaction is entered as a debit in 
one account and a credit in another. 

double exposure 7. the accidental or deliberate 
repeated exposure of a plate, film, ete 

double fault Zennis @ n. two consecutive faults in 
serving. @ vin, (double-fault) serve a double fault. 

double feature 7. a cinema programme with two 
full-length films. 

double figures 7.p/. the numbers from 10 to 99. 

double first n. Bri. 1 first-class honours in two 
subjects or examinations at a university. 2 a person 
achieving this 

double-fronted adj. (of a house) with principal 
windows on eithe. side of the front door. 

double glazing 7. 1 glazing consisting of two 
layers of glass with a space between them, designed 
to reduce toss of heat and exclude nowe. 2 the 
provision of this. G double-glazed ad). 


double Gloucester 7. a kind of hard cheese ori- 
ginally made in Gloucestershire. > GHLts! 

double-headed ad). 1 having a double head or two 
heads. 2 (of a train) pulled by two locomotives 

double helix n. a paw of parallel helices with a 


DOUBLOONS 


doughy 


common axis, esp. in the structure of the DNA 
molecule. > DNA 
double-jointed adj. having joints that allow 
unusual bending of the fingers, limbs, etc.p 
double knitting 7. a grade of yarn that 1s double 
the usual thickness. 
double-lock ».#, lock by a double turn of the key. 
double negative n. a negative statement contain- 
ing two negative elements (e.g. didn’t say nothing). 


= Usage The use of the double negative as exem- 
plified above is considered ungrammatical in 
standard English. However, two negatives are 
acceptable in instances such as @ not ungenerous sum 
(meaning ‘quite a generous sum). 


double-park »./, & intr. park (a vehicle) alongside 
one that is already parked at the roadside. 

double play 7. Baseball putting out two runners. 

double pneumonia 7. pneumonia affecting both 
lungs. 

double quick ad. & adv. very quick or quickly. 

double saucepan 2. Byi/. = DouBLe BOILER. 

doublespeak 2. language or talk that is ambiguous 
or obscure. 

double standard 7. a rule or principle applied 
more strictly to some people than to others. 

double-stopping 7. .\fus. the sounding of two 
strings at once on a violin etc. 0 double stop 2. 

doublet x. 1 either of a pair of similar things. 2 hist. 
a man’s short close-fitting jacket. [from French, 
literally ‘something folded’] 

double take n. a delayed reaction to a situation ete. 
immediately after one’s first reaction. 

double-talk 1. = voviisreak. 

doublethink 7. the capacity to accept contrary 
opinions at the same time. [coined by George 
Orwell in Nineteen Exghiy-Four (1949)| 

double time 7. 1 payment of an employee at twice 
the normal rate. 2 fil. the regulation running pace. 

double whammy 2. collog. a twofold blow or 

sethack. 

doubloon 7. 1 /ust. < a Spanish 
gold coin. 2 (in pl.) slang money. 
[trom Spanish dodblon| 

doubt e 7. 1 a feeling of uncer- 
tainty; an undecided state of mind 

(be in no doubt about: have no doubt that). 

2 an inclination to disbelieve. 3 an uncer- 
tain state of things. 4 a lack of full proof 
or clear indication (benefit of the doubt). @ v. 
1 ¢ feel uncertam or undecided about (/ 
doubt that you are right, I do not doubt but that 

you are wrong). 2 tr: hesitate to believe. 3 intr. 
[eel uncertain or undecided; have doubts 
(never doubted of success). & ir call in ques- 
tion. GO in doubt open to question. no 
doubt certainly; probably; admittedly. without 
doubt (or a doubt) certainly. [from Latin dubitare 
‘to hesitate’] 0 doubter 7. 

doubtful ad. 1 feeling doubt. 2 causing doubt. 
3 unreliable (@ doubtful ally). doubtfully ade. 

doubting Thomas 2. an incredulous or sceptical 
person (after John 20:24-29). 

doubtless ad:. 1 certainly; no doubt. 2 probably. 
a doubtlessly adr: 

douche /cdoosh/ @ n. 1 a jet of liquid applied to 
part of the body for cleansmg or medicinal 
purposes. 2 a device for producing such a jet. @ 2. 
1 ¢#& treat with a douche. 2 wir use a douche. 
[french, based on Etahan dorcia ‘pipe’| 

dough ». 1 a thick mixture of flour ete. and liquid, 
for baking into bread, pastry, etc. 2 s/ang money. 
[Old English] 

doughnut 7. ((’S donut} a small fried cake ol 
sweetened dough. 

doughty /dow-ti/ ad. \doughtier, doughtiest 
archave or joc. valiant. (Old Enghsh] 


doughy ad). \doughier, doughiest) having the 
form or consistency of dough. o doughiness 77 


Douglas fir 


linear 
leaf 


Cone 


malure 
(rec - 


DOUGLAS FIR | Pseudotsuga menziesii) 


Douglas fir ». (also Douglas pine or Douglas 
spruce) A any large conifer of the genus Pseudo 
fuga, of western N. America. {named after D. 
Douglas, Scots botanist, 1798 183 t] 

dour /rliymes with poor/ adj. severe, stern, obstinate 
[Middle English (originally Scots)] a dourly adi. 

douse /dowss/ fr (also dowse) 1 a throw water 
over. b plunge into water. 2 extinguish (a light) 
| 1Gth-century coinage | 

dove!» L any bird of the family Columbicdae. with 
short legs. small head, and large breast. 2 a gentle 
or innocent person, 3 Polit. an advocate of peace o1 
peaceful policies. 4 a soft grey colour {from Old 
Norse dja] 

dove? US past and pas! part. of ivi. 

dovecote 7. ‘also dovecot a shelter with nesting- 
holes for domesticated pigeons. 

dovetail e 7. 1 <a 
joint formed by a 
mortise with a tenon 
shaped like a dove’s 
spread tail. 2 such a 


tenon 


togcther by means of 
a dovetail. 2 tn @ wt: 
fit readily together: 
combine neatly or 
compactly. 
dowager 7). 1 a wi- 
dow with a «tle 
or property derived 
from her late 
band (Queen — dor 
ager, duwager duchess). 
2 cvollog. a cignified 
elderly woman. [from 
Old French 
7 

dowdy ad. dowdier, dowdiest: 1 ‘ol clothes 
unattractively dull. 2 cressed in dowdy clothes. 
[from Middle English dowd “slur | a dowdily ad 
dowdiness 1. 


marlise 
hus- 


DOVETAIL JOINTS IN 


\ DRAWER SIDI dona 


dowel e 7. a headless peg for holding together 
components of a structure. @ of «dowelled. 
dowelling: ( '‘ doweled, doweling fasten witha 
dowel. [from Middle Low German dovr/] 

dowelling » 


dowels 


(/S doweling) rods for cutting into 


dower #7. La widow's share for life of her husband's 
estate, 2 aha a dowry, 3a natural gift or talent. 
[based on Lagn dolar ‘to endow’ | 

dower house »). ri. a smaller house near a big 


one, lormme partol a widows dower. 


Dow-Jones index 1). (ls) Dow—Jones average 
a figure indicating the relative price of shares on 
the New York Stock Exchange. [named atter CG. H 
Die, E51 W902, & TE. D. Jone 1920, Ameri- 
tan economists| 


1856 


down! e ad: 1 into or towards a lower place + fall 


down: knell down, 2 1 a lower place or position 


tenon, @ @. L & join 


(blinds were down). 3 to or in a place regarded as 
lower. esp.: a southwards. b Brit. away from a major 
city or a university, 4 a in or into a low or weaker 
position, mood, or condition (hz/ @ man when he's 
down, many down with colds). b in a position of 
lagging behind or losing (our leam was three goals 
down: £5 down on the transaction). ¢ (of a computer 
system) out of action. 5 from an earlier to a later 
time (cusloms handed down. down to 1600). 6 to a finer 
or thinner consistency or a smaller amount or size 
(grind down: water down: boil down). 7 cheaper (bread is 
down: shares are down). 8 mto a more settled state 
(calm down). 9 in writing; in or into recorded or 
listed form (copy i doren; I got it down on lape;_you are 
down to speak next). 10 (of part of a larger whole) 
paid, dealt with (25 down, £20 to pay, three down, six 
ty go). 11 Naut. with the current or wind. 12 inclu- 
sively of the lower linut in a serics (read down to the 
third paragraph). 13 (as int.) lie down, put (something) 
down, etc. 14 downstairs, esp. after risme (is nol 
down yet). 15 swallowed (could not get the pill down). 
16 liner. Football (of the ball) out of play. @ prep. 
1 downwards along, through, or into. 2 from top to 
bottom of. 3 along (zealk down the road: cut down the 
middle). & at or ma lower part of (situated dowen the 
nver). @ adj. 1 directed downwards. 2 Bril. of trave! 
away from a capital or centre (dhe doewn (rain; the down 
platform). @ v.tr. collog. 1 knock or bring down. 2 swal- 
low, @ 7. 1 a Sport an act of putting down. b . Imex, 
Football any of a series of chances to advance the 
ball for a score. 2 a reverse of fortune (ups and 
downs). 3 collog. a period of depression. O be (or 
have a) down on collog. clisapprove of; show 
animosity towards. be down to 1 be attributable 
to. 2 be the responsibility of. 3 have used up every- 
thing except (dozen to their last tin of rations). down in 
the mouth ¢o//og. unhappy. down on one’s luck 
collog. Y temporarily unfortunate. 2 dispirited by 
down to the ground  colloy. 
completcl. down tools Brit. collog. cease work. 
esp. to go on strike, down with int. expressing 
rejection of a specified person or thing. [Old 
English] 
down? n. 1 a the first covering of 
young birds. b & a bird’s under- 
plumage. ¢ a layer of fine soft 
feathers. 2 fme soft hair esp. on 
the face. 3. short soft hairs on 
some leaves. fruit. seeds. ete. 
4 fluffy substance, e.g, thistle- 
down. |from Old Norse dinn| 


misfortune. 


a 


down? 1. Lan area of open rolling 
land. 2 (in pl; usu. prec. by the) undu- 
lating chalk and limestone uplands esp. 
in southern England. [Old English] 

down and out e «ad. (hyphenated when aff) 
1 penniless, destitute. 2 Boag unable to resume the 
fight. @ 7. (down-and-out) a destitute person. 

down at heel adj. esp. Bri. 1 (of a shoe) with the 
heel worn down. 2 impoverished; shabby. slovenly. 

downbeate #. \/us. an accented beat, usu. the first 
of the bar. @ adj. 1 pessimistic, gloomy. 2 relaxed. 

downcast «dj. 1 (of eves) looking downwards. 
2 dejcc ted. 

down draught 7. a downward draught, esp. one 
down a chimney into a room. 

downer 2. slang 1 a depressant or tranquillizing 
drug. 2 a depressing person or experience; a failure. 
3 = pownicren. 

downfall 7. 1 a a fall from prosperity or power. 
b the cause of this. 2a sudden heavy fall of rain ete. 

downgrade e «./) 1 make lower m rank or status. 
2 speak disparaginely of. @ x. esp. CS.an instance of 
downgrading or beiny downgraded (in sense | of 
v.). on the downgrade U/S in decline. 

downhearted «dj. dejected; in low spirits, 

downhill e ad. in a descending direction, esp. 
towards the bottom of an incline. @ ad. 1 sloping 
down, descending, 2 declining: deteriorating. @ 7. 
1 SAvme a downhill race with few turns, & ski. 2 a 


DOWN ILATHIRS 
PROM \ DUCK 


dowse 


downward slope. 3 a decline. 6 go downhill collog. 
decline, deteriorate. oO downhiller n. Skiing. 
downland n. = pown?. 
downlink pn. a telecommunications link for receiv- 
ing signals from a satcllite, spacecraft, or aircraft 
(also attrib: the downlink wavelength). @ v.tr. relay (such 
signals) to Earth. 
download Computing @ vr. transfer (data) from one 
storage device or system to another, @ 7. (often 
attrib.) a transfer of this type (download utilities). 
downmarket adj. © adv. esp. Brit. collog. towards or 
relating to the cheaper sector of the market. 
down payment 7, a partial payment made at the 
time of purchase. 
downpipe 7. Bril. a pipe to carry rainwater from a 
roof. > House 
downplay ../) play down; minimize the import- 
ance of. 
downpour 7. a heavy fall of rain. 
downright @ adj. 1 plain, straightforward. 2 utter (a 
downright lie; downnght nonsense). @ adv. thoroughly 
(downright inconsiderate). 
downriver adv. S adj. towards or situated at a point 
nearer the mouth of a river. 
downscale (‘Se ¢./, recluce or restrict in size, scale, 
or extent, @ adj, at the lower end of a scale; inferior. 
downshift 2: inir, chiefly. Amer 1 change to a lower 
gear. 2 change to a less stressful lifestyle. 
downside ». 1 the negative aspect of something; a 
disadvantage or drawback. 2 a downward move- 
ment of share prices etc. 
downsize w./r, S intr. esp. US reduce in size. 
Down’s syndrome 2. Afed. a congenital disorder 
due to a chromosome defect, characterized by 
diminished intelligence and physical abnormalities 
including short stature and a broad facial profile 
(ef. Moncoism), [named after J. L. H. Dozen, English 
physician, 1828-96] * 
downstage adj. & ade at or to the front of the stage. 
Cerin vit 
downstairs e ad. 1 down a flight of stairs. 
2 to or on a lowex floor. @ adj, (also downstair) 
situated clownstairs. @ 2. the lower floor. 
downstream e adv. in the clirection of the 
flow of a stream etc. @ adj. moving down- 
stream, 
down time 27. time during which a 
machine, esp. a computer, is out of 
action or unavailable for use. 
down-to-earth «dj. practical, realistic. 
downtown esp. V. Ame. @ adj. of or in 
the more central or lower part of a town or 
city. @ 7. a cowntown area. @ adz. in or into 
a downtown area. 


down town «di. 1 into a town from a higher or 
outlying part. 2 esp... Amer. to or in the business 
part of a city (see also nowviown), 

downtrodden adj. oppressed; badly treated. 

downturn 7. a decline, esp. in economic activity. 

down under a7. co//og. in or to the antipodes, i.e. to 
Australia or New Zealand. 

downward e «iz. (also downwards) towards what 
is lower, mferior. less important, or later. @ ad). 
moving, extending, pointing, or leading downward. 
0 downwardly adi. 

downwind «adj. & adv. in the direction in which the 
wind is blowing, 

downy «dj. (downier, downiest) 1 a of, like, or 
covered with down. b soft and fluffy. 2 Brit. slang 
aware, knowing. 

dowry ». (pl. -ies) property or money brought by a 
vide to her husband. [from Old French douaire 
‘dower | 

dowse! /dow2/ v.inlr, search for underground water 
or minerals by holding a stick or rod which dips 
abruptly when over the right spot. [17th-century 
coinage| 0 dowser 7. 

dowse?® var. of powst.. 


dowsing rod 


dowsing red 7. a stick or rod used in dowsing. 

doxology 2. (/. -ies) a liturgical formula of praise 
to God. [based on Greek doxa ‘glory’ 

doyen 7. (fem. doyenne) the most senior of a 
particular category or body of people. [French, 
related to pean'| 

doyley var. of vomy. 

doz. abbr. dozen. 

doze e v.inix. sleep lightly; be half asleep. @ 7. a short 
light sleep. 0 doze off fall lightly asleep. [17th- 
century coinage] 

dozen 7. 1 (prec. by aor a number) ( p/. dozen) twelve 
(a dozen eggs; two dozen packets; ordered three dozen). 2 a ser 
or group of twelve (packed m dozens). 3 collog. about 
twelve, a fairly large indefinite number. 4 (in f/.; usu. 
foll. by of) collog. very many (made dozens of mastakes). 
o talk nineteen to the dozen Bri. talk incessantly, 
[from Latin duodecim ‘twelve’] 

dozy adj. (dozier, doziest) 1 drowsy; tending to 
doze. 2 Bnit. collog. stupid or lazy. 0 dozily adv. 
doziness 7. 

D.Phil. abbr, Doctor of Philosophy. 

DPP abby: (in the UK) Director of Public Prosecutions. 

Dr abbr. 1 Doctor. 2 Drive. 3 debtor: debit. 

dr. abdr. 1 drachm(s). 2 drachmia(s). 3 dram(s). 

drab! e adj. (drabber. drabbest) 1 cull, uninter- 
esting. 2 of a dull brownish colour. e x. 1 this 
colour, 2 monotony. O drably ad. drabness n. 

drab® see prips and DRABS. 

drachm /dram/ 7. a weight or measure formerly 
used by apothecaries, equivalent to 60 grains or 
one-eighth of an ounce, or (in full fluid drachm) 
60 mimims, one-eighth of a fluid ounce. [from 
Greek drakhmé, an Attic weight and coin} 


drachma /drak-ma/ 17. (f/. drachmas or 


drachmae /-mee/) 1 (until the introduction of 


the euro in 2002) the chief monetary unit ol 
Greece. 2 a silver coin of ancient Greece. [from 
Greek drakhmé | 

draconian ad). (also draconic) (esp. of laws) very 
harsh or severe. [from Drakon, 7th-century wc Greek 
legislator] 

draft e 7. 1 aa preliminary written version of a 
speech, document, etc. b a rough preliminary 
outline of a scheme. ec a sketch of work to be 
carried out. 2 a a written order for payment of 


DRAGSTER 

A drayster is a high-powered, single-seat 
car that is raced on a straight quarter-mile 
(400 m) track. There are several classes of 
folded 
parachute 


aerofoul _air-inlel manifold 


| 


(blower) 


| 
reheel 


dise brake! 


roll cag 


exhaus! cockpit 


: fireproof! 
manifold 


vail 
EXPLODED VIEW O1 
ACLOP-FUEL DRAGSTER 


supercharged engin 


cast aluminium front wheel 


money by a bank. b the drawing of money by 
means of this. 3 (foll. by on) a demand made on a 
person’s confidence, friendship, etc. 4 a a party 
detached from a larger group for a special purpose. 
b the selection of this. 5 US compulsory military 
service. 6 a reinforcement. 7 US = pravait. @ wr. 
1 prepare a draft of (a document, scheme, etc.). 
2 select for a special purpose. 3 US conscript. 
[phonetic spelling of nrxvcuT] Oo draftee 1. drafter 1. 

draftsman 7. (//. -men) I a person who dratis 
documents. 2 = praucHTsMan 1. 

drafty US var. of praucuiy. 

drag ev. (dragged, dragging) 1 /7: pull along with 
effort. 2 a ¢, allow (one’s feet, tail, etc.) to trail along 


the ground. b ir trail along the ground. ¢ ir (of 


time etc.) go or pass slowly or tediously. 3 a ini 
(usu. foll. by for} use a grapnel or drag to find a 
drowned person or lost object. b / search the 
bottom of (a river etc.) with grapnels, nets, or 
drags. 4 ¢7 collog. take (a person) to a place etc., esp. 
against his or her will. 5 zéx (foll. by on, at) collog. 
draw on (a cigarette etc.). 6 giz continue at tedious 
length. @ 7. 1 an obstruction to progress. 2 collog. a 
boring or dreary person, duty, performance, ete. 
3 aa lure drawn before hounds as a subsutute fora 
fox. b a hunt using this. 4 an apparatus for dredg- 
ing or recovering drowned persons etc. from undei 
water. 3 = pracNet |. 6 s/anga draw on a cigarette ete. 
7 slang a women’s clothes worn by men. b a party at 
which these are worn. c clothes in general. 8 an act 
of dragging. 9 a Bri. slanga motor car. b (in lull drag 
race) an acceleration race between cars. 10 slang a 
street or road (the mai drag). 0 drag one’s feet (or 
heels; be deliberately slow or reluctant to act. drag 
in introduce (a subject) irrelevantly. drag out 
protract. drag up collog. 1 deliberately mention (an 
unwelcome subject). 2 Br. rear {a child) withow 
proper training, (Old English] 

draggte v. 1 / make dirty or wet or limp by trailing. 
2 intr, hang trailing, 3 ir, lag; stragele in the rear. 

draggy «d. (draggier, draggiest) cu/lug. 1 tedious. 
2 unpleasant. 

dragnet ». 1 a net drawn through a river or across 
ground to trap fish or game. 2 a systematic hunt for 
criminals ete. 

dragoman ”. (/)/. dragomans or dragomen) an 
interpreter or guide. [from Semitic fargumanu| 


design, engine, and fuel. The fastest, known 
as ‘top-fuellers’, run on rocket fuel, and can 
complete the course in less than five seconds. 


yleering aerofoil 


, column 


front 
bodywork 


fuel tank 


tubular steel 
frame 


dramatis personae 


dragon 7. 1 a mythical monster like a reptile, usu. 
with wings and able to breathe out fire. 2 a fierce 
woman. [from Greek drakon ‘serpent | 

dragonfly 2. (//. -flies) ¥ any of various predatory 
insects of the order Odonata, having a long slender 
body with two pairs of large transparent wings. 


compound eye Jone 


hindwing 


DRAGONFLY: BROAD- ~~, abdomen 


BODILD LIBLLLULA 
(Libellula depressa) 


dragoone ». 1 a cavalryman. 2 a rough fierce man. 
3 a variety of pigeon. e utr (foll. by mio) coerce into 
doing something. [originally in sense ‘carbine’ 
(thought of as breathing fire) from French dragon 
‘dragon’ ] 

drag queen 7. s/ang a male homosexual transvestite. 

drag race sce pac 2. 9b. 

dragster 7. ¥ a car built or modified to take part in 
drag races. 

drain e:. | # draw off liquid from, esp.: a make 
(land etc.) dry by providing an outflow for moisture. 
b (of a river) carry off the superfluous water of (a 
district), © remove purulent matter from (an 
uibscess). 2 d (foll. by off, away) draw off (liquid). 
3 intr (toll. by away, off, through) flow or trickle away. 
4 intr: become dry as liquid flows away (put it lhere lo 
drain). 5 t, exhaust or deprive (a person or thing) of 
strength, resources, etc. 6 t, a drink (liquid) to the 
dregs. b cmpty (a container) by drinking the 
contents. @ 7. 1 aa channel, conduit, or pipe carry- 
ing off liquicl, esp. an artificial conduit for water or 
sewage. b a tube for drawing off the discharge from 
an abscess etc. 2 a constant outflow, withdrawal, or 
expenditure (a great drain on my resources). 0 down 
the drain co/log. lost, wasted. laugh like a drain 
Brit. laugh copiously; guflaw. [Old English] 

drainage 7). I the process or means of draining (the 
land has poor drainage). 2. a system of drains. 3 what is 
drained off, 

drainboard 1. .\. Amer = DR WING BOARD. 

draincock ». a cock for draining the water out of a 
boiler ete. 

drainer 7. 1 a device for draining; anything on which 
things are put to drain, 2 a person who drains. 

draining board 1. a sloping surface beside a sink. 

on which washed dishes ete. are left to drain. 

drainpipe ». 1 a pipe for carrymg off water, sewage. 

ete. froma building & House. 2 yaliib) (of trousers ete. 

very narrow. 3 (in pl.) very narrow trousers. 
drake 7). a male duck. & peck. [Middle English] 
dram 1. 1 a sinall drink of spirits. 2 = pracuo 

[from medieval Latin drama] 

drama #. 1 a play for acting on stage or for broad- 

casting. 2 a the art of writing and presenting plays 

b the art of acting, 3 an exciting or emotional 

event, set of circumstances, etc. 4 dramatic quality 

(the drama of the situation). [from Greck] 

dramatic «dj. bof drama. 2 sudden and exciting 01 

uncxpected. 3 vividly striking. 4 (of a gesture ete. 

theatrical, overdone, absurd. G dramatically ad. 

dramatic irony 2. = 1 \cic 1ROM 

dramatics 17, 1 often treated as sing) the produc- 

tion and performance of plays. 2 exaggerated o1 

shows behavieur, 

dramatis personae 7.)/. (olten treated as vin 
Tithe characters ia play. 2 a list of these [Latin 
Interally “persons of the drama’} 


dramatist 


dramatist 7. a writer of dramas. 

dramatize ». (also -ise) 1 a ¢; adapt (a novel etc.) to 
form a play. b intz admit of such adaptation. 2 ¢ 
make a dramatic scene of. 3 / (also absol.) express 
or react to in a dramatic way. 0 dramatization 7. 

Drambuie 2. prop7. a sweet Scotch whisky liqueur. 
[from Scottish Gaelic dram buidheach ‘satisfying 
drink’| 

drank asi of privk. 

drape e 2/7, 1 hang, cover loosely, or adorn with 
cloth ete. 2 arrange (clothes or hangings) in folds. 
ex. 1 (often in p/.) a curtain or drapery. 2 a piece of 
drapery. [from Late Latin drappus ‘cloth’} 

draper 2. By. a retailer of textile fabrics. 

drapery 7. (fi. -ies, 1 clothing or hangings 
arranged in folds. 2 (often in p/.) a curtain or hane- 
ing. 3 Brit. cloth; textile fabrics. 

drastic adj. having a far-reaching effect; sever 
[from Greek drastikos] 0 drastically adr. 

drat collog. @ wt, \dratted. dratting) (usu. as an 
exclamation) curse, confound (drat the thing! ). @ int. 
expressing anger or annoyance. [from God \as ‘od) 
rot| 0 dratted ad). 

draught (('S draft, e 7, 1 a current of air in a 
confined space. 2 pulling, traction. 3 .Vau/. the 
depth of water needed to float a ship. 4 the draw- 
ing of liquor from a cask etc. 5 a a single act of 
drinking. b a dose of liquid medicine. 6 (in pl; usu. 
treated as sing.) Brit. a game for two played with 
twelve pieces each on a draughthoard. @ itz - 
pri. [from Old Norse draht'] 

draught beer ». beer drawn from a cask. 

draughtboard ». Bri/. a chequered board, identi- 
cal to a chessboard, usecl in draughts. 


draught horse 1. V a horse used for pulling heavy 
loads, > Hors! 


DRAUGHT HORSE: 
STHRL-THORSES 
PULLING \ PLOUGH 


draught-proofe «/). proof against draughts. @ vr 
make draught-prool. 


draughtsman 2). | /)/. -men, 1 a person who makes 
drawings, plans. or sketches. 2 a piece in draughts. 
3 = pevrisvi\\ |. draughtsmanship n. 
draughty d). (US drafty, \-ier, -iest) (of a room 
ete., letting in sharp currents of air. 
draw e@.: Pasi drew: pas! part. drawn) 1 fr. pull o1 
cause to move towards or alter one, 2 (x pull (a 
thing up. over, or across. 3 f pull (curtains ete. 
open or shut. 4? take a person, aside. 5 fm attract: 
bring: take in ydren a deep breath: I felt drawn to her: 
dren 6 intr. foll. by at. on 
suck smoke from a cigarette, pipe, etc. 7 & (also 
abvol, take out, remove va tooth, a gun from a 
holster. etc, 8. obtam or take froma source (diaz 
asalan: draw inspration. dew £100 fiam my account, 
Wat 
produce ,a picture by traciny dines and marks. b dz 
represent .a thing. by this means. © ahsel, make a 
drawing. 11 fialso absof finish a contest or vame 
with neither side winning, 12 a. proceed. move 
come (drew near the bride dian tua clow) 13 th. inter 
va conclusion. 14 fa elicit. evoke (drac 


my adtentian to the matter.. 


9 fr trace a line. mark, furrow, or feure 


ereleedsin 


2h 


dra’ ruin upon oneself). b bring about, entail. 
c induce (a person) to reveal facts, feelmgs, or talent 
(refused to be drawn). a (foll. by to + infin.) induce (a 
person) to do something, e Gards cause to be played 
(drew all the trumps). 15 t haul up (water) from a 
well. 16 ¢ bring out (liquid from a container or 
blood from a wound). 17 &@ extract a liquid essence 
from. 18 intr. (of a chimney or pipe) promote or 
allow a draught. 19 itz (of tea) infuse. 20 a tr 
obtain by lot (drew the winner). b absol. draw lots. 
21 intr. (foll. by on) make a demand on a person, a 
person’s skill, memory, imagination, etc. 22 @ write 
out (a bill, cheque, or draft) (drew a cheque on the bank). 
23 tr. frame (a document) in due form, compose. 
24 tr formulate or perceive (a comparison or 
distinction). 25 & (of a ship) require (a specified 
depth of water) to float in. 26 ¢& disembowel (Aang, 
draw, and quarter\. 27 tr. Hunting search (cover) for 
game, 28 ¢ drag (a badger or fox) from a hole. 
29 tr. a protract, stretch, elongate (/ong drawn agony). 
b make (wire) by pulling a piece of metal through 
successively smaller holes. @ 7. 1 an act of drawing. 
2 aa person or thing that draws custom, attention, 
etc. b the power to attract attention. 3 the drawing 
of lots. 4a drawn game. 5 a suck on a cigarette etc. 
6 the act of removing a gun from its holster in 
order to shoot (quick on the draw). 7 strain, pull. 
D0 draw back withdraw from an undertaking. 
draw a blank sce ni..x. draw a person’s fire 
attract hostility, criticism, etc., away from a more 
important target. draw in I a (of successive days) 
become shorter, b (of a day) approach its end. ¢ (of 
successive evenings or nights) start earlier. 
2 persuade to join. 3 \of a train etc.) arrive at a 
station. draw in one’s horns become less 
ayseruive or ambitious. draw the line at set a limit 
of tolerance etc. at. draw lots see 101. draw off 
withdraw (troops). draw on 1 approach, come 
near. 2 Jead to, bring about. 3 allure. 4 put (gloves, 
boots, etc.) on. draw out 1 prolong. 2 elicit. 
3 induce to talk. 4 of successive days) become 
longer. 5 (of a train etc.) leave a station etc. 6 write 
out in proper form. 7 lead out, detach, or array 
troops|. draw up I draft (a document etc.). 
2 bring or come into regular order. 3 come to a 
halt. 4 make (oneself) erect. 5 (foll. by with. fo) gam 
on or overtake. quick on the draw quick to act or 
react. [Old English] 

drawback ». a disadvantage. 

drawbridge 7. a bridge hinged at one end so that 
it may be raised. & cysts 

drawcord 7. a cord on clothing etc. that can be 
drawn up tight. 

drawer 7. 1 a person or thing that draws, esp. a 
person who draws a cheque ete. 2 a boxlike storage 
compartment without a lid, shding in and out of a 
frame, table, etc. (chest of drawer). 3 (in pl.) archaw or joc. 


knickers or underpants. 0 drawerful 7.  p/. -fuls), 


drawing 7). 1 a the art of 
represenung by line. b celin- F 
vation without colour or with 
a single colour. e the art of | 
representing with pencils, 
pens, iC rayonus, Chas rather 
than paint, 2 ® a picture 
produced in this way. 
drawing board 1. a board 
for spreading drawing paper 
on. 0 back to the drawing 
board back to begin afresh 
alter the failure of an enter- 
VISC). 
drawing pin 2. /ri/. a flat- 
headed pin for fastening 
yaper ete, toa surface. 
drawing room 7. 1 a room 
or comlortable sitting o1 
entertaining in, 2 US a 
wivatle compartment in a 
train. [earher  zwithdrarwing- 
room, to Which women with- 
drew after dinner] 


DRAWING OF QULEN JANE 
SEYMOUR (1536, BY HANS 
HOLBRIN THE YOUNGER 


dreg 


drawl e 7 1 int speak with drawn-out vowel 
sounds. 2 ér utter in this way. @ n. a drawling utter- 
ance or way of speaking, [1 6th-century coinage] 

drawn past part. of praw. @ ad. looking strained trom 
fear, anxiety, or pain. 

drawn-out (dj, = 1ONG-DRAWN. 

drawstring n. a string that can be pulled to tighten 
the mouth of a bag, the waist of a garment, etc. 

dray' 7. 1 a low cart without sides for heavy loads. 
2 Austral. & NZ a two-wheeled cart. [Old English] 

dray? var. of parry. 

dray horse n. a large. powerful horse. 

dread e »./7. 1 (foll. by that, or fo + infin.) fear greatly. 
2 shrink from; look forward to with great appre- 
hension. 3 be in great fear of. @ n. 1 great fear, 
apprehension, awe. 2 an object of fear or awe. 
@ adj. 1 dreaded. 2 archawe awe-inspiring, revered. 
{Old Enghsh| 

dreadful ad. 1 terrible; inspiring fear or awe. 
2 collog. troublesome, disagreeable; very bad. 
o dreadfully adi. dreadfulness 7. 

dreadlocks 7.f/. a Rastafarian hairstyle in which 
the hair is twisted into tight braids or ringlets hang- 
ing down on all sides, 0 dreadlocked adj. 

dream e 7. 1 a a scries of pictures or events in the 
mind of a sleeping person. b the act or time of 
seeing this. 2 a daydream or fantasy. 3 an ideal, 
aspiration, or ambition. 4 a beautiful or ideal 
person or thing. 5 a state of mind without proper 
perception of reality (goes about in a dream). @ v. ( past 
and past part. dreamed or dreamt /dremt/) 1 intr. 
experience a dream, 2 fz imagine in or as if in a 
dream. 3 (usu. with neg.) a intr (foll. by of ) have any 
conception or intention of (could not dream of upset- 
ling then). b tr. think of as a possibility (never dreamt 
that he would come). 4 tr (foll. by away) spend (time) 
unprofitably. 5 mir be inactive or unpractical. 
Oo dream up imagine, invent. like a dream collog. 
easily, effortlessly. [Old English dréam ‘joy, music’ | 
0 dreamless adj. dréamlike ad). 

dreamboat ». collog. 1 a very attractive or ideal 
person. 2 a very desirable or ideal thing. 

dreamer 7. 1 a person who dreams. 2 a romantic 
or unpractical person. 

dreamland 1). an idgal or imaginary land. 

dream ticket 7. an ideal pair of candidates stand- 
ing together. 

dream-world 7. a siate of mind distanced from 
reality. 

dreamy «dj. \dreamier, dreamiest) 1 given to 
daydreaming: fanciful: unpractical. 2 dreamilike; 
vague. 3 vollog. delightful. a dreamily adv. 
dreaminess 7). 

drear ad). poet. = pri vry. 

dreary adj. \drearier, dreariest) dismal, dull, 
gloomy. [Old English| o drearily ad:. dreariness n. 

dredge'e v1 /: a bring up as if witha 
dredge (dont dredge all that up again). 
b bnng up or clear (mud etc.) from a 
river, harbour, ete. with a dredge. 2 ¢ 
clean (a harbour river, etc.) with a 
dredge. 3 ini use a dredge. @ n. an 
apparatus usecl to scoop up objects or 
to clear mud ete. from a river or seabed. 
[form of 15th-century Scots dreg] 

dredge? nf: 1 sprinkle with flour, sugar. 
etc. 2 (foll. by over) sprinkle (flour, sugar, 
ctc.}. [earher in sense “sweetmeat’: from 
Old French drasie, dragee| 

dredger’ ». 1 a dredge. 2 a boat 
containing this, 

dredger® 7. a container with a perfor- 
ated lid used for sprinkling flour, sugar. 
cle 

dreg 7. 1 ‘usu. in p/.) a a sediment; 
grounds, lees, etc, b a worthless part (the 
dregs of humanity). 2a small remnant (not 
«a deg). drain ‘or drink) to the dregs 
consume leaving nothing (drained life to 
the dregs). [Middle English] 


drench 


drench e «/r, 1 a wet thoroughly. b saturate; soak 
(in liquid). 2 force (an animal) to take medicine, en. 
1 a soaking; a downpour. 2 medicine administered 
to an animal. [Old English] 

dress ev. 1 a é clothe; array (dressed in rags, dressed 
her quickly). b intr, wear clothes of a specified kind or 
in a specified way (dresses well). 2 int. a put on 
clothes. b put on formal or evening clothes. 3 
decorate or adorn. 4 & Med. a treat (a wound) with 
ointment etc. b apply a dressing to (a wound). 5 # 
trim, comb, brush, or smooth (the hair). 6 /, a clean 
and prepare (poultry, a crab, etc.) for cooking or 
eating, b add a dressing to (a salad etc.). 7 (7 apply 
manure ete. to. 8 f finish the surface of (fabric, 
building stone, etc.). @ 7. 1 a woman’s garment 
consisting of a bodice and skirt. 2 clothing, esp. a 
whole outfit (wore the dress of a highlander). 3 formal or 
ceremonial attire {evening dress). 4 an external cover- 
ing; the outward form (hirds in their winter dress). 
oO dress down collog. 1 reprimand or scold. 2 dress 


informally. dress out attire 
conspicuously. dress up I dress inner 
(oneself or another) elaborately fining 


for a special occasion. 2 dress in 
fancy dress. 3 disguise (unwel- 
come facts) by embellishment. 
[from (Old) French dresser ‘to 
prepare’ | 

dressage /dress-ahzh/ n. the 
training of a horse in obedience 
and deportment. [French, liter- 
ally ‘traming’| 

dress circle 7. the first gallery ina 
theatre, in which evening dress was 
formerly required. 

dresser! 7. 1a kitchen sideboard with 
shelves above for displaying plates 
etc. 2 NV. Amer. a dressing table or chest of 
drawers. [based on (Old) French dresyer “to 
prepare | 

dresser? 7. 1 a person who assists actors to dress, 
takes care of costumes, ctc. 2 Brit. Ved. a surgeon's 
assistant in operations. 3 a person who dresses in a 
specilicd way (@ snappy dresser). 

dressing 7. 1 in senses-of priss vu. 2 aa sauce, esp. 
of oil, vinegar, etc., for salacls (French dressing) 
b .V. Amer. stuffing 3 a bandage or ointinent for a 
wound. 4 size or stiffening used to finish fabrics. 
5 compost etc. spread over land (a top dressing o/ 
peat). 

dressing down ». collvg. a scolding. 


DRILL 


An electric power drill can bore a hole 
in most materials by rapidly rotating a 
sharp bit or by pounding a bit in and 
out using a hammer mechanism. ‘The 
hand drill and brace and bit are used 
mainly for woodwork. 


OTHER TYPES OF DRILL 


Jae 


main 


bt chuck handh 


HAND DRILL wheel | turning handle 
quill ; \ 
ern Te = 
ae yy ratchet j oly 
if 


bit) are | enhach handle 


head | 


BRACKH ANID 
Ue) | 


crank 


at 


dressing gown 7. a loose usu. belted robe worn 
over nightwear or while resting. 
dressing room 7. 1 a room for changing 
the clothes etc. in a theatre, sports ground, etc. 2 a 
small room attached to a bedroom, containing 
clothes. 
dressing station 7. a place for giving emergency 
treatment to wounded people. 
dressing table 7. a table with a mirror, drawers, 
etc., used while applying make-up cte. 
dressmaker 7. Bril. a person, esp. a woman, who 
makes clothes professionally. o dressmaking ». 
dress rehearsal 7. the final rchearsal of a play 
ctc., 1N costume. 
dress shirt 7. 1 a man’s usu. starched white shirt 
worn with evening dress. 2 US any man’s long- 
sleeved shirt, usu. worn with a tie. 
dressy adj. (dressier, dressiest) (of clothes or a 
person) smart, elegant. 0 dressiness 7. 
drew fast of pray. 
drey n. (also dray) 4a 
squirrel’s nest. []7th- 
century coinage | 
dribble e © 1 intx allow 
saliva to flow from the 
mouth, 2 inb. & tr flow or 
allow to flow in drops. 
3 wr (also absol.) Sport 
move (a ball) forward 
with light touches of 
the feet. a stick, ete. 
or by continuous houn- 
cing. @ nv. 1 the 
or an instance — of 
dribbling. 2 a small 
-_ trickling stream, [ori- 
ginally in sense “to keep 
dripping’| oO drib- 
bler 7. dribbly ad). 
driblet 7. 1 a a 
small quantity. b a 
petty sum. 2 a thin 
stream: a dribble. 
[based on obsolete drib “to drip’] 
dribs and drabs 1./)/. cul/loy. small scattered 
amounts. [based on prissit| 
dried pas! and pas! part. of vw. 
drier! compar of vw 


~ grey 
\ , squirrel 


tree fork 


DREY: CROSS-SEC HION O1 
VGOREY SQUIRRELS DREY 


drier® var. of prvi 
driest superl. of prev. 


hammer mechanism 
evhaust 


aclualay 


mend 


chuck 


ay intet / 
on/off trigger 
POO nG: 
POWDER DRILT, 


chuck key 
haldei 


DRILL BI 


sereve shaped wa 


act 


drink 


drift en. 1 a slow movement or variation. b such 
movement caused by a slow current. 2 the inten- 
tion, meaning, scope, etc. of what is said ete. (didn?t 
understand his dnift). 3 a larg: mass of snow ete. accu- 
mulated by the wind. 4 esp. derog a state of 
inaction. 5 slow deviation of a ship, aircrafi, ete. 
from its course. 6 a large mass of esp. flowering 
plants (a drifl of bluebells). 7 Geol. material deposited 
by the wind, a current of water, etc. 8 S.4fi. a ford. 
@ «. 1 inix be carried by or as if by a current of air 
or water. 2 int, move passively, casually, or aimlessly 
(drifled into teaching). 3 tr. & int: pile or be piled by the 
wind into drifts. [from Middle High German énji 
‘movement of cattle’] o driftage n. 

drifter n. 1 an aimless or roouess person. 2 a boat 
used for drifi-net fishing. 

drift-net 7. a large net allowed to drifi with the tide. 
o drift-netter 7. drift-netting 7. 

driftwood 2. wood floating on or washed ashore by 
water 

drill’ e@ 1. 1 a ¥ a steel tool or machine used for 
boring cylindrical holes, sinking wells, etc. > on. pia 
rorM, PMLUMAIIC. b a dentist’s rotary tool for cutting 
away part of a tooth etc. 2 a esp. Wil. instruction or 
training in military exercises. b methodical training, 
esp. by repetition. ¢ routine procedure to be followed 
in an emergency (fire drill). 3 collog. a recognized 
procedure (J expect_you know the dil). @ v. 1 tr (also 
absol.) a (of a person or a tool) make a hole with a 
drill through or into. b make (a hole) with a drill. 2 & 
& int, esp. Mil. subject to or undergo discipline by 
drill. 3 #: impart (knowledge etc.) by a stnct method. 
[from Middle Dutch driflen “to bore’] a driller n. 

drill’ @ », 1 ¥ a machine used for making furrows 
and sowing seed, 2 a small furrow for sowing seed 
in. 3 a ridge with such furrows on top. 4 a row 
of plants so sown. @ vtx 1 sow (seed) with a drill. 
2 plant (the ground) in drills. [18th-century comage] 


handle seed hopper 


harness link 
to horse 


[ists 


blade 


DRILL: MODEL. OF AN 
LAREY LOTH-CLNIURY 


SLLD DRG deaf 


drill® n. a W. African baboon, Wandrillus leucophaeus, 
related to the mandrill. 

drill* ». a coarse twilled cotton or linen fabric, 
[based on Latin (r/ix ‘three-threaded’] 

drilling rig 2. a structure with equipment fo: 
drilling an oil well ete. & on. eLarroRs 

drily ad. (also dryly) in a dry manner. 

drink e ¢. ( pas/ drank: past part. drunk, 1 a /r. swal- 
low (a liquid). b @ swallow the liquid contents of (a 
container), ¢ in swallow liquid, take draughts. 
2 inh. Vake alcohol, esp. to excess. 3 &@ (of a plant, 
porous material. etc.) absorb (moisture). 4 reff. bring 
oneself cte. to a specilicd condition by drinking, 
54. usu. foll. by aca) spend wages etc.) on drink. 
6 #. wish (a person’s good health. luck, ete.) by 
drinking (drank his health, @ n. 1 aa hquid for drink- 
in. b a draught or specified amount of this 
2 a alcoholic liquor, b a portion, glass, etc. of this 
¢ excessive indulgence in alcohol. 3 (as the drink 
collog. he sea, 0 drink in listen to closely or cagerl 

ay word . drink to toast: wish success 

to, drink up drink the whole of; {Old 

Enelish] o drinkable ad) 


drank in his ¢ 


empty 


drink-driving 


drink-driving 1. Bril. the act of driving a vehicle 
with an excess of alcohol in the blood. a drink- 
driver 1. 

drinker 7. 1 a person who drinks (something). 2 a 
person who drinks alcohol, esp. to excess. 

drip e «. \dripped, dripping) 1 w/z G fv. fall or let 
fall in drops. 2 indy (often foll. by zzth) be so wet as 


to shed drops. @ 7. 1 a the act or an instance of 


dripping (the steady drip of rain), b a drop of liquid (a 
drip of paint). © a sound of dripping. 2 collog. a 
stupid, dull, or ineffective person. 3 Med. = prir-aiin 
n, 0 dripping wet very wet. [from Middle Danish 
drippe| 

drip-dry e ». |-dries, -dried) 1 mir. (of fabric etc.) 
dry crease-free when hung up to drip. 2 ¢ leave (a 
garment etc.) hanging up to dry. @ adj. able to be 
drip-dried. 

drip-feed e ¢./r feed intravenously in drops. @ 7. 
1 the continuous intravenous introduction of fluid 
into the body. 2 the fluid so introduced. 3 the appar- 
atus used to do this. 

drip-moulding ». a stone or other projection that 
deflects rain etc. from walls. 

dripping v. 1 fat melted from roasted meat and 
used esp. for cooking. 2 in pl.) water, greasc, etc 
dripping from anything. 

drippy «dj. (drippier. drippiest 1 (encling to 
drip. 2 collog. ineffectual; sloppily sentimental. 
odrippily cd:. drippiness n. 

dripstone ». 1 = prior prc. 2 a stone formation 
made by dripping water, ¢.g. a stalactite, > owt 

drive e 7. | fast drove: pas! part. driven) 1 #. (usu 
foll. by away. back, in, oul, to, etc.) urge in some direc- 
tion, esp. forcibly: 2 @. a tusu. foll. by fe + infin., o1 
to + verbal noun) compel or constrain forcibly. 
b (often foll. by fo) force into a specified state (drove 
him mad). c (often refl.) urge to overwork. 3a tr 
absol.) operate and direct the course of (a vehicle, a 
locomotive. etc. 
ina vehicle, esp. a private car (cf kip). ¢ 
abysol. m anual 
drawing a vehicle or plough). 4 f& (of wind, water, 
etc.) propel, send, or cause to go in some direction. 
5 ir a.often toll. by itm force (a stake. nail. ete. mto 
place by blows. b .Véening hore {a tunnel etc.). 6 tr: 
effect or conclude forcibly (drove a hard bargain). 7 tr 
(of steam or other power) set or keep (machinery 
going. 8 int (usu. foll. by af) work hard: dash, rush. 
9 @ hit (a hall) hard from a freely swung bat etc 
10 #). chase or frighten (game, an enemy in warfare. 
ete.) to an where they may be killed o1 
captured. @ 7. Tan act of driving in a motor ve- 
hicle: a journey or excursion in such a vehicle 
2 a motivation and energy (lacks the drive needed lo 
succeed ,. B Psychol. an inner urge to attain a goal on 
satisfy a need. 3 aa usu. landscaped street or road. 
ba usu. private road through a garden or park to a 
house. 4 Cricket. Golf, & Tennis a dnwing stroke of the 
bat et 
6 a the transmission of power to machinery ( 

b the position of a steermg wheel in a 


also 


eb tr & intr convey or be conveved 
also 


urge ancl direct the course of 


area 


5 an organized cflort (a famuine-relie/ drive; 
front 
wheel driv 
motor vehicle 
7 Brit. an organized competion, for many 
plavers, of whist etc. 8 an act of driving game or an 
enemy. O drive at seck or mean nhal is he drive 
at.’;, drive out take the place of; oust: exorcize evil 
spirits et. , driving rain an excessive windhlown 
downpour, {Old English] ao drivable ad. calsa 
driveable 


heft hand dnie. e Compuling = DISt 


DRIN] 


drive-by «/tri).adj. (of a crime etc.) carried out from 
vehicl 


) 
had) 


Lmioviig 
Wa bank. cinema. etc. able to 
SHUN HW ONC Ss CAN @ MN. SU h ral bank 


drive-in @ (i//) 
be vsed whik 
COMA. Cee 

drivel e 7. silly nonsense: twaddle. @ cin. idriv- 
elled, drivelling: (\ driveled. driveling L run 
at the mouth or nose. 2 talk childishly or idiotically 
JOld Enehsht 3. :foll. by ' 
awav. GO driveller w. :/ 


quande 
\ driveler 
driven /yis/ fart. of privi 


drive-on «lfnh.ad). also drive-on/drive-off of 4 


ship) on to and from which motor vehicles may be 
driven. 

driver n. 1 (often in comb.) a person who drives a 
vehicle. 2 Golf'a club‘ with a flat face and wooden 
head, used for driving from the tee. > coi, Oin the 
driver’s seat in charge. O driverless ad). 

driveshaft n. a rotating shaft which transmits 
torque in an engine. > cr 

driveway 7. = pxive n. 3b. 

driving licence 7. (\. Ame: driver’s license) a 
licence permitting a person to drive a motor ve- 
hicle. 

driving range 7. Go// an area for practising drives. 

driving test 7. (V. mer driver’s test) an official 
test of competence to drive, 

driving wheel . a wheel of a car, locomotive, ete. 
transmitting motive power to the road or track. 

drizzle e 1. 1 very fine rain. 2 esp. Cookery tine 
drops; a fine trickle. @ 1 v.itr. (esp. of rain) fall in 
very fine drops (ts drizzling again). 2 v.tr. esp. Cookery 
sprinkle in fine drops or a thin trickle. drizzly adj. 
Dr Martens 7.//. (also Doc Martens, Doctor 
Martens) /ropr. ® a type of heavy usu. 
laced boot or shoe with a cushioned 

[named after Dr K. Maertens, 

German inventor of the sole| 


sole. 


drogue 7. 1 .\au/. aa buoy at the end 
of a harpoon line. b a sea anchor. 
2 Aeron, a truncated cone of fabric 
used as a brake. a target for 
gunnery, a windsock, etc. [18th- 
century coinage] 

droll a, 1 quamtly amus- 
ing, 2. strange; odd: 
surprising. [from French 
drole| a drollery n. { pl 
-ies). drolly adv. droll- 
ness i. 

dromedary /drom-i-«li-ri/ n. 
pl. -les) = Anvpiyy Carmi. [from 
Late Latin dromedarius| 


DR MARTENS 


drone e 2). 1 a non-working male of the honey bec 
2 an idler. 3 a deep humming sound. 4 a monot- 
onous speech or speaker. 5 a a pipe, esp. of a 
bagpipe, sounding a continuous note of fixed low 
pitch. & sacri. Bb on a stringed instrument) a 
string used to produce a continuous droning sound, 
6 a remote-controlled pulotless aircraft or missile. 
@@ 2 intr make a deep humnung sound, 2 intr G tr: 
utter monotonously. 3 a in, be idle. b &. (often foll. 
by aeay) idle away. [Old English] 

drongo 2. ( //. -os or -oes) L any black bird of the 
family Dicruridac, native to Asia, Africa, and 
Australia, having a long forked tail. 2 Austral. & NZ 
vlang derog. a sunpleton. [Malagasy (language of 
Madagascar}| 

drool e «.inir, 1 drivel: slobber. 2 (often foll. by aren 
show much pleasure or mifatuation. @ 7. slobbering; 
drivclling, [contraction of prinit] 


droop e & 1 ini, G tr hang or allow to hang down: 
languish or sag, esp. from weariness. 2 mf: of the 

look downwards. 3 inf: lose heart: flay. @ 1 
1 a drooping attitude. 2 a loss of spirit or enthusiasm 
[froni Old Norse dnipa ‘to hang the 
o droopy ad).\droopier, droopiest). droopily «i. 

drop e». 1. aa small round or pear-shaped portion 
of liquid that hangs or falls or adheres to a surface 
b avery small amount of usu. drinkable liquid. ¢ a 
vlass ete take a drop with us 
2 aan abrupt slope. b the amount of this (a drop v/ 
fifteen feet}. © a reduction in prices, temperature, et 
da worsening (4 drop in talus). 3 something resem- 


CGS 


la oel 


of alcoholic liquor 


bling a drop of liquid, esp.: a a pendant or earring. 
b a crystal ornament on a chandelier etc. © toften 
in comb.) a sweet or lozenge | pear drop). 4 something 
that drops or is dropped, esp.: a Theat: secnery Tet 
down on to the stage. b a trapdoor on a gallows 
com combs LO ofc. \drop handlebar). 5. Med. 
a the smallest separable quantity of a liquid. b in 


ff.) liquid medicine measured in drops (eye drops 


= sens 


drove 


6 a minute quantity (not a drop of pity). 7 slangaa 
hiding place for illicit goods. b a secret place where 
documents etc. may be left or passed on in espi- 
onage. 8 slang a bribe. 9 US a letter box. @ v. 
\dropped, dropping) 1 imiz. @ tr fall or let fall in 
drops. 2 ini & tr fall or allow to fall; relinquish; let 
eo. 3 a intr. & fy, sink or cause to sink or fall to the 
ground from exhaustion, a blow, a wound, etc. 
b intr. dic. 4 a mtr G tr cease or cause to cease; 
abandon (dropped the friendship). b tr. collog. cease to 
associate with. 5 ¢ set down (a passenger etc.). 6 ¢7. 
@ intr. utter or he uttered casually (dropped a hint). 
7 t send casually (drop me a postcard). 8 a intr. G tr. 
fall or allow to fall in direction, amount, condition, 
degree, pitch, etc. (the wind dropped; we dropped the 
price). b intr. let oneself fall. 9 ¢, omit (a letter, esp. A, 
a syllable etc.) in speech. 10 ¢ (as dropped adj.) in 
a lower position than usual (dropped waist). 11 ¢& give 
birth to (esp. a lamb, a kitten, etc.). 12 & Sport lose 
(a game, a point, etc.). 13 & Aeron. deliver (supplies 
etc.) by parachute. 14 &% Rugby a send (a ball) by a 
drop kick. b score (a goal) by a drop 
kick. 15 & collog. dismiss or omit 
(dropped from the team). 0 at the drop of 
a hat given the slightest excuse. drop 
away decrease or depart gradually. 
drop back (or behind or to the rear) 
fall back; get left behind. drop back 
into return to (a habit etc.). drop a 
brick esp. Bri. collog. make an indis- 
creet or embarrassing remark. drop a 
eurtsy Bri. make a curtsy. drop 
down descend a hill etc. drop in (or 
by) collog. call casually as a visitor. 
drop into collog. 1 call casually at (a 
place). 2 fall into (a habit etc.). drop it! 
slang stop that! drop off 1 decline gradu- 
ally. 2 collog. fall asleep. 3 = sense 5 of v. drop 
out vollog. cease ta participate. [Old English] 
oO droplet 7. . 
drop curtain 7. = prop n. ta. 
drop-dead «a(trib.ad). slang stunningly beautiful: bril- 
liant. excellent. 
drophead ». Brit. tlie adjustable fabric roof of a 
car. 
drop kick 7. Rugby & kick made by dropping the 


ball ancl kicking it on the bounce. 


drop-leaf a/trib.adj. (of a table etc.) having a hinged 
flap. 

drop-off x. 1 an act of dropping off or delivering 
something or someone. 2 a decline, a decrease (a drop- 
off in sales). 3.\. Amer. a sheer downward slope, a cliff. 

drop-out 7. 1 ¢o/log. a person who has dropped out. 
2 Rugby the restarting of a game by a drop kick. 

dropper n. a device for administering liquid, esp. 
medicine, m clrops. & prt c 

droppings 7.//. 1 the dung of animals or birds. 
2 something that falls or has fallen in drops. 

drop scene 7. = prov n. ta. 

drop scone 77. Byi/. a small thick pancake made by 
dropping batter into a frying pan ete 

drop shot 7. (in tennis. badminton, etc.) a shot 
dropping abruptly over the net. 

dropsy 2. | f/. -ies) = orpima. [from Greek hudraps| 
a dropsical «d). 

drosophila /dr6-sof-i-la/ . a small fruit fly of the 
genus Drosophila, used extensively iw genetic 
research because of its large chromosomes, numer- 
ous variches, and rapid rate of reproduction. [from 
Greek drosos “dew + philos ‘loving’ | 

dross n. 1 rubbish. 2 a the scum separated from 
metals in melting, b impurities. [Old English] 
Odrossy ad). 

drought /drowt/ n. the continuous absence of 
rain; dry weather. [Old English] o droughty ad). 

drove’! pas! of prvi. 

drove® 7. 1 a a large number (of people etc.) 
moving together. b cin pi.) collog. a great number 
tarrived in droves). 2 a herd or flock being driven or 
moving together. [Old English] 


drover 


drover 7. a person who drives herds to market. 
0 drove u./y, droving 1. 
drown ». I ir. & inty. kill or be killed by submersion 
in liquid. 2 # flood; drench. 3 ty (often foll. by 
in) deaden (grief etc.) with drink. 4 ¢ {often foll. 
by out) make (a sound) inaudible by means of a 
louder sound. [Middle English (originally north- 
ern)| 
drowned valley x. a valley partly or wholly 
submerged by a change in land levels. 
drowse ini. be dull and sleepy or half asleep. 
drowsy «dj. (drowsier, drowsiest) 1 half asleep. 
2 lulling. 3 sluggish. 0 drowsily adv. drowsi- 
ness 7. 
drub viz, (drubbed, drubbing) 1 thump; 
belabour. 2 beat in a fight. [from Arabic daraba ‘to 
beat’) 0 drubbing 7. 
drudge e 7. a servile worker, esp. at menial tasks, 
@ vinir. (often foll. by at) work slavishly. [Middle 
English] o drudgery zn. 
drug e 7. 1 » a medicinal substance. 2 a narcotic, 
hallucinogen, or stimulant. e v. (drugged, drug- 
ging) 1 #& add a drug to (food or drink). 2 ¢ 
a administer a drug to. b stupefy with a drug, 3 zr 
Brit. take drugs as an addict. [from (Old) French 
drogue| 
drugget n. 1 a coarse woven fabric used as a floor 
or table covering. 2 such a covering. [from French 
droguet] 
druggist n. esp... Amer. a pharmacist. 
drug peddler 7. (also col/og. drug pusher) a 
person who sells esp. addictive drugs illegally. 

drug squad n. Bri. a division of a police force 
investigating crimes involving illegal drugs. 

drugstore 7. JV. Amer. a chemist’s shop also selling 
light refreshments and other articles. 

Druid 7. (fem. Druidess) 1 an ancient Celtic 
priest, magician, or soothsayer of Gaul, Britain, 
or Ireland. 2 a member of a Welsh etc. Druidic 
order, [from Gaulish druides] O Druidic ad). 
Druidism i. 


drum e 7. 1 aa percussion instrument or toy made 
of a hollow cylinder or hemisphere covered at 
the ends with stretched skin or parchment and 
sounded by striking. > prectsston. b (often in pi.) 
a drummer or a percussion section (ihe drums are 
playing too loud). ec a sound made by or resembling 
that of a drum. 2 something resembling a drum 
in shape, esp. a container. 3 Zool. & Anat. 
the eardrum. @e 7. (drummed, drum- ~ 
ming) | i. & tr play on a drum. 2 i: @& 
inlr, beat or tap (knuckles, feet, etc.) continuously 
(on something). 3 imi (of a bird or an insect) 
make a loud, hollow noise with quivering 
wings. O drum into drive (a lesson) into 
(a person) by persistence. drum out A/i/. 
dismiss with ignominy. drum up | 
summon or call up (drum up support). e 
{based on Low German from 
mel ‘drum’ | shee 
drum and bass 7. a type 
of dance music consisting 
largely of electronic drums 
and bass. 


snare 
| drum 


high hat 
evinbal 


drumbeat 7. a stroke or the sound of 
a stroke on a drum. 

drum brake x. a brake in which shoes 
on a vehicle press against the drum on 
a wheel. > sRAKI 

drumhead 7. I the skin of a drum. 
2 an eardrum. 3 (attrib) improvised 
(drumhead court martial). 


drum kit 7. » a set of drums, 

cymbals, etc. _— 
drum machine 7. an elec £ @ hs h, 
tron device that simulates ( 


percussion. 
drum major 7. the leader & 
of a marching band. 


tripod / 


dry 


L DRUG 


The most widely used drugs are medicines, 
taken for the prevention, treatment, or 
diagnosis of illness. Medicinal drugs can 
be taken in many forms. They are most 
commonly administered through ingestion, 
but can also be injected into a muscle, 


DRUG APPLICATIONS oe 


INHALATION 


TOPICAL 
APPLICATION 


pressurized 
inhaler 


tablets 


skin 
patch 
cream 
” INJEC TION 
, 
F 
ia 
- 
wy 
syringe “, 


drum majorette 7. esp. US a member of a female 
baton-twirling parading group. 
drummer 7. a person who piays a drum or drums. 
drumstick 7. 1 a stick used for beating a drum. 
2 the lower joint of the leg of a cooked chicken, 
turkey, ete. 
drunk e adj. 1 deprived of normal bodily and 
mental control by alcohol. 2 (olten foll. hy with) 
overcome with joy, success, etc. @ 7. a habitually 
drunk person. 
drunkard 7. a person who is drunk, esp. 
habitually. 
drunken ad). (usu. a/i7.) 1 caused by 


crash tom ftoan ride 
cymbal ___¢ 


cymbal 


flow 


font 


\ healer 


~ pedal @ 


ointment \ Ys 


DRUM KIT 


a vein, or under the skin. Inhalers deliver 

a drug through the nose or mouth to the 
lungs. Topical applications are applied to 
the surfaces of the body. Suppositories are 
inserted in the rectum or vagina, and drop- 
pers introduce drugs into the eye or the ear. 


= INSERTION 


suppositories in dispenser pack 


dropper 
a; | 
INGESTION 
capsule 


or exhibiting drunkenness (a drunken brawl). 2 often 
drunk. o drunkenly adv. drunkenness 7. 
drupe 2. any fleshy or pulpy fruit enclosing a stone, 
e.g. an olive, plum, or peach. > rrurr. [from Greek 
druppa ‘olive’) 
dry e adj. \drier, driest) 1 free from moisture esp.: 
a with any moisture having evaporated, drained 
away, etc. {clothes are not dry yet). b (of the eyes) free 
from tears. e (of a climate etc.) not rainy (dry spell). 
d (of a river, well, etc.) not yielding water. e for 
use without moisture (dry shampoo). £ (of a shave) 
with an electric razor. 2 (of wine etc.) not sweet 
(dry sherry). 3 a plain or bare (dry facts). b dull (dry 
as dust). 4 (of a sense of humour, a joke, 
ete.) subtle, ironic, and quietly 
expressed. 5 (of a country, of legisla- 
tion, etc.) prohibiting the sale of 
alcoholic drink. 6 (of toast, bread, etc.) 
without butter etc. 7 Brit. (of groceries etc.) 


(solid, not liquid. 8 impassive, unsympathetic. 


9 (of a cow etc.) not yielding milk. 10 collog. 
thirsty or thirst-making. 11 Brit. Polit. collog. 
of or being a political ‘dry’ (see sense 3 of 7). 
@ uv (dries, dried) 1 @ & intr, make or 
become dry by wiping, evaporation, 
etc. 2 é (usu. as dried adj.) preserve 
(food ete.) by removing the moisture. 
3 intr. (often foll. by up) Theatr. collog. 
forget one’s lines. @ 7. (pi. dries) 1 the 
process or an instance of drying, 
2 (prec. by the) a dry place (come into the 
ile dry). 3 Brit. collog. a politician who 
| advocates individual responsibiity, free 
trade, and stringency, and 
opposes high government spending. 
_ Odry out 1 become fully dry. 2 (of 
\. an alcoholic ete.) undergo treat- 
i ment to cure addiction. dry up 
& 1 make utterly dry. 2 Bri/. dry 
® dishes. 3 (of moisture} disappear 
utterly, 4 (of a well etc.) cease to 
yield water. 5 (esp. in jmper:) collog. cease 
talking. [Old English] cg dryness n 


economic 


2a) 


dryad 


dryad 7. Afythol. a nymph inhabiting a tree; a wood 
nymph. [based on Greek drus ‘tree’] 

dry battery ». an electric battery consisting of dry 
cells, > sariirs 

dry cell 7. a cell in which the electrolyte is absorbed 
in a solid and cannot be spilled. > nvrrery, 

dry-clean wf. & init, clean (clothes ete.), or be 
cleanable, with organic solvents without using 
water, 

dry dock 7. an enclosure for the building or repair- 
ing of ships, from which water can be pumped 
out. 

dryer 2. (also drier) an appliance for drying the 
hair, laundry, ete. 

dry-eyed ad. not weeping. 

dry fly ». ¥ an artificial fly which floats on the water 
(often hyphenated when attnb.: dry-fly anglers). 


hackle 


hody 


tail 


head 


houk 


DRY FLY: GRLY WULF! 
DRY FLY REPRLSENTING A MAW ELY 


dry goods 7.p/. 1 Brit. solid as opposed to liquid 
foodstuffs. 2 U'S fabrics, clothing, etc. 

dry ice 7. solid carbon dioxide. 

dry land ». land as opposed to the sea ete. 

dryly var. of parity. 

dry measure 7. a measure of capacity for dry goods 

dry rot n. 1 a type of decay affecting poorly venu- 
lated wood. 2 fungi causing this. 

dry run 7. collog. a rehearsal. 

dry-shod adj. & adv. without wetting the shoes. 

dry slope ». a ski slope covered with a plastic ma- 
terial which simulates snow. 

drystone atinb.ad). Bril. (of a wall etc.) built without 
mortar. 

drywall 7. esp. V. Amer = piasrerpoarn, 

DSC abbr. Distinguished Service Cross. 

D.Sc. abi. Doctor of Science 

DSM ahd. Distinguished Service Medal. 

DSO abbr. (in the UK, Distinguished Service Order. 

DSS abér. (in the UK) Department of Social Se- 
curity. 

DT abby. salso DT’s: delirium tremens 

DTI abdr. (in the UK) Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

DTP abbr. desktop publishing, 

dual e ad. bof two: twolold. 2 double (dual ozenership). 
3 Gram. in some languages) denoting two persons 01 
things. @ x. also dual number) Gram. a dual form of 
a noun, verb, etc. [based on Latin dw ‘two'] 0 dual- 
ity 7, dualize 7:/i: (also -ise). dually «di. 

dual carriageway 7. Bri! a road with a dividing 
strip between the traffic in opposite directions, 

dual control adj. (of a vehicle or an aircraft) having 
two sets af controls. one for use by an instructor. 

dualism », being ovolold: dualin. G dualist 7 
dualistic 

dual-purpose «¢ 
gers or goudls 

dub! 7/7, \dubbed. dubbing: 1 mak 
knight by the ritual touching of the shoulder with a 
sword. 2 give title 

dubbed him a crant. 


of a vehicle, usable for passen- 
1 person) a 
pel On ni knan or 
3 Brit. dress (an ardlicial Ashing- 
fly. 4 smear leather) with grease. [fron Old French 
adoher to equip with armour repair | 


dub® ¢./. dubbed, dubbing, 1 provicl 


1 film et: 


au if] 


DUCK 


More than 100 species of 
duck are found throughout 
the world. Most ducks nest 
on or beside fresh water, but 
some species spend much of 
their life on estuaries or 
shallow seas. Many ducks 
dive underwater to feed on 
molluscs or plant material. 
Surface-feeding ducks, waterproof 
including the mallard, sieve p/umage 
food from mud or water, or 
immerse only the front part 

of their body to reach food. 


broad flat 
bill . 


webbed 
Sront toes . 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER DUCKS 


LEIDER DUCK 


S » (Somateria mollissima) 


WOOD DUCK 
(diva sponsa) 


with an alternative soundtrack, 2 add (sound effects 
or music) to a film ete. 3 combine (soundtracks: 
into one. 4 transfer or make a copy of (recorded 
sound or images). [abbreviation of voir] 

dubbin 1». (also dubbing) prepared grease for soft- 
ening and waterproofing leather. [based on pus! 3] 

dubiety /dew-by-iti/ xn. (p/. -ies) /i/erary doubt. 

dubious ad. 1 hesitating (dubious about going), 2 of 
questionable value or truth (@ dubious claim, 
3 unreliable; suspicious (dubious company). [based 
on Latin dubmum “doubt’| 0 dubiously ad. dubi- 
ousness /. 

Dublin Bay prawn 7. 1 = Norwyy tonsire. 2 (in pl. 
scampl. 

ducal adj. of, like, or bearing the title of a duke. 
|based on French duc ‘duke’ | 

ducat /duk-at/ 7. fist. a gold coin, formerly 
current in European countries. [from 
medieval Latin ducatus “duchy} 


most 


duchess 7. 1s a We usu. Duchess: 1 a cluke’s wile 
or widow. 2 a woman holding the rank of duke 
[from medieval Latin ducessa] 

duchy 7. (//. -ies) 1 the territory of a duke or 
cluchess. 2 tofien as the Duchy; the royal dukedom 
of Cornwall or Lancaster. [related to pt Ke] 

duck! 7. ; p/. same or ducks) 1 a & any waterbird ol 
the family Anatidae, with a broad flat bill and large 
webbed feet, esp. the domesticated form of the 

mallard. b the female of this. e¢ the flesh of a duck 

as food. 2 tin full duck’s-egg) Cricket the score ol 

nought, 3 (also ducks, Bri. collog. (esp. as a torm of 
idelress: dear, darling. 0 like water off a duck’s 

back colloy. (of remonstrances ete.) producing no 

eflect. [Old English] 


NORTHERN SHOVELER 
(Anas elypeata) 


= 


duckweed 


EXTERNAL FEATURES 
OF A MALE MALLARD 
(Anas platyrhynchos) 


while-bordered 
speculum (wing-patch) 


— hind toe 


HARLEQUIN DUCK 
(Histrionicus 
histrionicus) 


PORRENT DUCK 
UVlerganetta armata) 


LONG-TATLED DUCK 
(Clangula hyemalis) 


a 

duck? win, & t, 1 plunge or dip under water ancl 
emerge. 2 bend (the head or the body; quickly to 
avoid a blow or being seen, or as a bow or curtsy. 
3 collog. dodge (a task etc.). [Middle English] 
o ducker n. 

duck? pn. 1 a strong untwilled linen or cotton fabric 
used for small sails and sailors’ clothing, 2 (in p/.) 
trousers made of this (zehite ducks). [from Middle 
Dutch dveA| 

duckboard 7. (usu. in p/.) a path of wooden slats 
placed over muddy ground or in a trench. 

ducking-stool ». /is/. a chair fastened to the end of 
a pole, which could be plunged into a pond. 

duckling 1. a young duck. 

ducks and drakes 7. a game of making a flat 
stone skim along the surface of water. 

duckweed 1»¥ a tiny aquatic plant of the family 
Lemnaceae, esp. of the genus Lemna, growing on 
the surface of still water. 


duckweed 
leaves 


DUCKWEED 
(Lemna species) ~ 


ducky 


ducky n. (p/. -ies) Brit. collog. darling, dear. @ adj. 
sweet, pretty; splendid. 

duct e 7. 1 a channel or tube for conveying fluid, 
cable, ete. 2 a a tube in the body conveying lymph 
or glandular secretions such as tears, bile, etc. 
b Bot. a tube formed by cells that have lost their 
intervening end walls, holding air, water, etc. @ wy, 
convey through a duct. [from Latin ductus ‘leading, 
aqueduct | 

ductile ad. 1 (of a metal) capable of being drawn 
into wire; pliable, not brittle. 2 (of a substance) 
easily moulded. [from Latin ductilis ‘that may be 
drawn’] o ductility n. 

ducting 7. 1 a system of ducts. 2 material in the 
form of a duct or ducts. 

ductless gland 7. a gland secreting directly into 
the bloodstream; an endocrine gland. 

duct tape x. V. Amez. strong cloth-backed water- 
proof adhesive tape. 

dud s/ange n. 1 a useless or broken thing. 2 a coun- 
terfeit article. 3 (in p/.) clothes. @ adj. 1 useless o1 
broken, 2 counterfeit. [Middle English] 

dude 2. slang 1 a fastidious aesthetic person, usu. 
male; a dandy. 2 a fellow; a guy. [19th-century 
coinage] 0 dudish ad). 

dude ranch 7. (in the western US) a cattle ranch 
converted to a holiday centre for tourists etc. 

dudgeon 7. a feeling of offence; resentment. 0 in 
high dudgeon very angry or angrily, |16th- 
century comage] 

due e ad}. 1 ( predic.) owing or payable as a debt or 
an obligation (our thanks are due to him, £500 was 
due on the 15th). 2 (often foll. by to) merited: appro- 
priate; fitting (As due reward; received the applause due to 
ahero). 3 (attnb.) rightful; proper; adequate. 4 | predic.) 
intended to arrive at a certain time (a lvain is due al 
7.30). 5 (fol. by to + infin.) under an obligation or 
agreement to do something (due to speak tonight). @ n. 
1 a person’s right; what is owed to a person (a fai 
hearing is my due). 2, (in pl.) a what one owes ( pays his 
dues). b Brit. an obligatory payment; a fec; a legal 
charge (harbour dues; university dues). @ adv. (of a pomt 
of the compass) exactly, directly (went due east; a due 
north wind). O due to djsp. because of, owing to (hi 
zeas late due to an accident) (cf. sense 2 of ad).). fall yor 
become) due (of a bill ete.) be immediately 
payable. in due course 1 at about the appropriate 
time. 2 in the natural order. [from Latin deb:lus 
‘owed’ | 


m Usage The use of due fo to mean “because of” as 
in the example He was late due to an accident “is 
regarded as unacceptable by some people. It can be 
avoided by substituting His /ateness was due to an acct 
dent. It was due to an accident that hei 
late owing to/ because of an accident. 


iS 


as late, or He was 


duel e 2. 1 hist. a contest with deadly weapons 
between two people to settle a point of honour. 
2 any contest between two people, causes, animals. 
etc. @ uintr. (duelled, duelling; (/S dueled, duel- 
ing) fight a duel or duels. [from Latin duellum. 
archaic form of bellum ‘war’| a dueller n. (US 
dueler). duellist n. (('S duelist). : 

duende ». 1 an evil spirit. 2 inspiration. [Spanish] 

duenna 7. an older woman acting as a governess 
and companion to girls, esp. in a Spanish family 
[from Spanish duefia, from Latin domina ‘mistress’| 

duet 7. Alu. a composition for two performers. 
[based on Latin duo ‘two’] o duettist n. 

duff! n. a boiled pudding, [northern English form 
of pou] 

duff? adj. Brit. slang 1 worthless, countertcit, 
2 useless. broken. 

duff? vt slang 1 Brit. Golf mishit (a shot, a ball): 
bungle. 2 Austral. steal and alter brands on cattle 
o duff up Bri. beat; thrash. 

duffel n. (also duffle} a coarse woollen cloth with a 
thick nap. [from Duffel, a town in Beleium| 

duffel bag n. a cylindrical canvas bag closed by a 


drawstring. 


duffel coat x. » a hooded 
overcoat made of duffel 
and usu. fastened with 
toggles. 

duffer n. slang 1 an 
inefficient, useless. 
or stupid person. 
2 Austral. a person 
who duffs cattle. 
3 Austral. an un- 
productive mine. 
{perhaps from 
Scots dowifarl ‘stu- 
pid person’ from 
douf ‘spiritless’ | 

dug! past and past 
part. of vic. 

dug? n. the udder, 
breast, teat, or 
nipple of a female 
animal. [16th-century coinage] 

dugong /dew-gong/ n. ( p/. same or dugongs) ¥ a 
marine mammal (sirenian), Dugong dugon, of Asian 
seas and coasts. [from Malay diyong] 


hood 


enoden 
toggle 


DUFFEL COAT 


DUGONG 
Dugong dugon 


prehensile 


upper lip 


dugout 7. 1 aa hollowed-out roofed shelter esp. for 
troops in trenches. b an underground air-raid o1 
nuclear shelter. ¢ W. Amer Sport = bench n. 4. 2 a 
canoe made from a hollowed tree trunk. 


\ Slipper! 
\ taal fluke 


duiker 7. 1 any African antelope of the genus 
Cephalophus, usu. having a crest of long han 

horns. 2 § Afr the long-tailed 
cormorant, Phalacrucoran africanus. 

duke ». (as a title usu. Duke) 1 a person holding the 
highest hereditary tie of the nobility. 2 a sovereign 
prince ruling a duchy or small state. [from Latin 
dux ducis leader | 

dukedom 2. 1 a territory ruled by a duke. 2 the 
rank of duke. 

dulcet adj. (esp. of sound) sweet and soothing. [from 
Latin dulcis *sweet’| 

dulcimer 7. a musical instrument with strings of 
graduated length stretched over a sounding board 
or box, played by being struck with hammers. 
|lrom Old French doulcemer| 


between its 


dulcitone 7. a keyboard musical instrument with 
steel tuning forks which are struck by hammers. 
from Latin dulcis “sweet + TONE] 

dull e adj. 1 slow to understand; stupid. 2 tedious: 
horing. 3 (of the weather) overcast; gloomy. 
4 a (esp. of a knife-edge etc.) blunt. b (of colour, 
light, sounct, or taste) not bright, shining, vivid, or 
keen. 5 fof a pain etc.) mdistinct and usu. 
prolonged (a dull ache). 6 sluggish, slow-moving (du/l 


trading). 7 (of the ears, eyes, etc. without keen 
perception, @ viz G intr make or become dull. 


from Middle Dutch du/ ‘stupid’] o dullish ad). 
dullness 7. dully adu 

dullard ». a stupid person. 

duly adv. 1 in due ume or manner. 2 nghtly, prop- 
erly, fitly, 

dumb adj. 1 a tof a person) unable to speak. b (ol 
an animal naturally unable to speak (our dumb 
friends), 2 silenced by surprise. shyness, etc. 3 taci- 
turn or reticent, esp. insultingly (dumb mnsolence). € (ol 
an action etc.) performed without speech. 3 esp. U'S 
collog stupid; ignorant. 6 having no voice in 
government; inarticulate (the dmb masses), 7 vol a 
computer terminal etc. able only to transmit o1 
receive data; not programmnable (Opp. intitenn 


dunce 


3b). [Old English: sense 5 from German dumm| 
0 dumbly ad. dumbness n. 

dumb-bell x. a short bar with a weight at each end, 
used for exercise. [from an 18th-century apparatus 
like that for ringing a church bell (but without the 
bell) used for exercise] 

dumbfound 2: /7, strike dumb; confound; nonplus. 
[blend of pune and conrounv] 

dumb-iron 2. the curved side piece of a motor 
vehicle chassis, joining it to the front springs. 

dumbo 2. (//. -os) slang a stupid person; a fool. 

dumbshow 2. I significant gestures or mime. 2 a 
part of a play in early drama, acted in mime. 

dumbsize 1/7, (also adsol.) exp. US (of a company) 
reduce staff numbers to unreasonably low levels, 
with the result that work can no longer be carried 
out effectively. [humorously on the pattern of down- 
size]. dumbsizing 7. 

dumbstruck adj. greatly shocked or surprised and 
so lost for words. 

dumb waiter 7. 1 a small lift for carrying food, 
plates, etc., between floors. 2 Brit. a movable table, 
esp. with revolving shelves, used in a dining room. 

dumdum ». (in full dumdum bullet) a kind of 
soft-nosed bullet that expands on impact and 
inflicts laceration. [named after Dum-Dum, a town 
and arsenal in India] 

dummy e 7. (//. -ies) 1 a model of a human being, 
esp.: a a ventriloquist’s doll. b a figure used to 
model clothes in a shop window etc. c a target used 
for firearms practice. 2 (often attrib.) a counterfeit 
object used to replace or resemble a real or normal 
one. 3 Rugby & Football a pretended pass. 4 collog. a 
stupid person. 5 a person taking no significant part; 
a figurehead. 6 Brit. a rubber or plastic teat for a 
haby to suck on. 7 Bridge the partner of the 
declarer, whose cards are exposed after the first 
leacl. @ adj. sham; counterfeit. @ z.f7 (-1es, -ied) (usu. 
absol.) Rugby & Football pretend to pass (the ball). 
Oo dummy up L/S slang keep quiet; give no infor- 
mation, sell a person the (or a) dummy Rugby 
collog. deceive (an opponent) by pretending to pass 
the ball. 

dummy run 7. 1 a practice attack etc.; a trial run. 
2 a rehearsal. 

dump e 7. | aa place for depositing rubbish. b a 
heap of rubbish. 2 collog. an unpleasant or dreary 
place. 3 Adil. a temporary store of ammunition, 
provisions, etc, 4 an accumulated pile of ore, earth, 
etc. 5 Compuling a a printout of stored data. b the 
process or result of dumping data. @ 2.7 1 put down 
firmly or chimsily (dumped the shopping on the table). 
2 deposit or dispose of (rubbish etc.). 3 collog. aban- 
don. desert. 4 di/. leave (ammunition ete.) mn a 
dump. 3 Econ, send (goods) to a foreign market for 
sale at a low price. 6 Computing a copy (stored data) 
to a different location. b reproduce the contents of 
(a store) externally. [Middle English] 

dumper 7. 1 a person or thing that dumps. 2 (in full 
dumper truck) a truck with a body that tilts or 
opens at the hack for unloading. 

dumpling 7. 1 a a small savoury ball of usu. suet, 
flour, and water, boiled in stew or water. b an apple 
or other fruit enclosed in dough and baked. 2 a 
small fat person, 

dumps »..//. collog. depression; melancholy (down in 
the dunipy) 

dump truck 1..\. Amer = pt pie 2. 

dumpy a. \dumpier. dumpiest) short and stout. 
oO dumpily ads: 

dun'e adj. of a dull grevish-brown colour, @ x. 1a 
dun colour, 2 a dun horse. [Old English} 

dun* »/. (dunned, dunning) importune for 
payment of a debt; pester. [abbreviation of obso- 
lete dunkuk ‘a privateer vessel’, from Dunkirk, a sea 
portin France} 

dunce 7. a person slow at learning: a dullard. 
[from John Duns Seotus, scholastic theologian. 
1263) 1308, whose followers were ridiculed (16th « 
as enemies of |e arning| 


dunce’s cap 


MAIN TYPES 
OF DUNE 


DUNE 


Dunes form in different ways 
depending on the amount of 
sand available, the variability 
of wind direction, and the 
amount of vegetation cover. 
Linear dunes form where 
sand is scarce and the wind 
variable. Transverse dunes 
form at right angles to the 
wind in areas where there is 
abundant sand. Parabolic 
dunes are common on coasts, 
where there is abundant sand 
and the wind is strong. 
Barchans form on hard flat 
plains with little sand. 


DUNES 


dunce’s cap 7. a paper cone formerly put on the 
head of a dunce at school. 

dunderhead 7. a stupid person. [1 7th-centur 
coinage] G dunderheaded adj. 

dune 7. Aa mound or ridge of loose sand etc. formed 
by the wind. > vronr. [from Middle Dutch die] 

dung e 7. the excrement of animals; manure. @ 7.17; 
apply dung to; manure (land). [Old English] 

dungaree 7. 1 a coarse Indian calico. 2 (in pl.) 
a overalls etc. made of dungaree or similar mater- 
ial. b Brit. trousers with a bib. [from Hindi dungri] 

dung-beetle 1. <a beetle whose larvac 

develop in clung, esp. one of the family 

Scarabaeidac. 


dungeon ». 4 strong underground 


cell for prisoners. — [originally 
poxion, based on Latin dominus 
‘lord’ 


dunghill ». a heap of dung or 
refuse, esp. in a farmyard. 
dunk ¢-/; 1 dip (bread, a biscuit. 
etc.) into soup, coffee, ete. jusi 
before eating it. 2 immerse, dip 
(zeas dunked in the river). [from 
German tunken ‘to dip’| 
dunlin 7. a long-billed sandpiper, Galidms alpina. 
dunnock 7. > a small European 
songhird, Prunella modularis. 
duo 7. (fl. -os) 1 a pair of 
actors, entertainers, singers, etc. 
2 Muy. a duct. [from Latin, literally 
‘two | 
duodecimal e «i/). relating to o1 
using a system of numerical nota- 
tion that has twelve as a 
@ nr. 1 the duodecimal system. 
2 duodecimal notation. [based 
on Latin duodecim ‘twelve’ | 
o duodecimally adi. 


DUNG-BEETLE 


base. 


duodenum »), > the first part of 
the small intesune immediately 
bevond the stomach. & nicts- 
[from medieval Latin 
duodenum digitorum “length of 12 fingers’ breadth] 
Oo duodenal ad). duodenitis 7. 


PEON, 


duologue 7. a conversation between two people. 
esp. ma play. [based on Greek dua ‘two’ 

duopoly /dew-op-5-li/ 7. (pl. -ies) Evon. the pos- 
session of trade ina commodity ete. by only two 


sellers, [based on Greek duo two" + palein “10 sell’] 


dupe e #7. a victim of deception. @ z./r make a 
fool of; cheat. [from dialect French dupe Shoopoe’, 
from the bird's supposedly stupid appearance| 
0 dupery ». 

dupion 7. 1 a rough silk fabric woven from the 
threads of double cocoons. 2 an imitation of this 
with other fibres, [based on Italian doppio “double | 


PARABOLIC 


wind direction 


DUNNOCK 
(Prunella modularis: 


duster 


LINEAR 
DUNES 


wind = —~ 
direction 


cist 
hough 


deflation 
hollow 


horn of dune 


anchored by plants 
BARCHANS 


duple adj. of two parts. [from Latin duplus| 

duple time 7. rhythm consisting of two beais to the 
bar. 

duplex e 7. esp. NV. Amer. 1 a flat or maisonette on 
two levels. 2 a house subdivided for two families. 


@ adj. t having two elements; twofold. 2 esp. US 


a (of a flat) two-storeyed. b (of a house) for two 
families. [Latin, from duo ‘two’ + plic- ‘fold’ 

duplicate @ ad. 1 exactly like something already 
existing; copied (esp. in large numbers). 2 a having 
two corresponding parts. b existing in two ex- 
amples; paired. e doubled. @ 7. one of two or more 
identical things, esp. a copy of an original. @ wir 
1 multiply by two; double. 2 make or be an exact 
copy of. 3 repeat (an action etc.), esp. unnecessarily. 

in duplicate consisting of two exact copies. 
{from Latin duplicatus ‘doubled’| a duplicable ad). 
duplication 1. 

duplicator 7. 1 a machine for making copies of a 
document, drawing, etc. 2 a person or thing that 
duplicates. 

duplicity 7. double-dealing: deceitfulness. [related 
to buries | GO dupheitous ad). 

durable e ad. 1 capable of lasting; hard-wearing. 
2 (of goods) uot for immediate consumption; able 
to be kept. @ x. (in pi.) durable goods. [from Latin 
durabilis| 0 durability n. durably ade. 

dura mater pn. Anal. the tough outermost 

membrane enveloping the brain and spinal cord. 

> eve, Htap. [literally “hard mother’, medi- 
eval Latin translation of Arabic 
al-umm al-jafiya, “mother” indi- 

cating relationship] 
duration 7. the length of time for 

which something continues. 0 for the 

duration I for a very long time. 2 until the 
end of the war. [from medieval Latin duratio| 

o durational ad). 

durbar ». /7/. 1 the court of an Indian ruler. 
2 a public levee of an Indian prince or an 
Aneglo-Indian governor or viceroy. 

duress 7. 1 compulsion, esp. illegal threats or 
violence (under duress). 2 imprisonment. 
[based on Latin durus *hard’} 

during /rep. 1 throughout (read during the meal). 2 at 
some point in (came in during the evening). |based on 
Latin dare “to last, continue ‘| 


durum 7. a kind of wheat, Triecum durum, yielding 
flour used for spaghetti ete. [Latin, literally ‘hard 
thing’| 

dusk 7. 1 the darker stage of twilight. 2 shade: 
gloom, [Old English dox ‘dark, swarthy’] 

dusky «dj. (\duskier, duskiest) 1 shadowy; dim. 
2 dark-coloured, darkish. o duskily ad, duski- 
ness /. 

dust e 7, I finely powdered earth, dirt, etc. 2 fine 
powder of any material ; pollen dust; gold dust,. @ v.07 
1 talso ahsol.. clear (lurniture ete.) of dust ete. by 


narrow ridge 


TRANSVERSE 
DUNES 


straight-crested 
ridge 


ead duchon 
‘. trough 


_ horn points in 
direction of wind 


~ crescent- 
shaped dune 

wind 

direction 


wiping, brushing, etc. 2 a sprinkle (esp. a cake) with 
powder, dust, sugar, etc. b sprinkle or strew (sugar, 
powder, etc.). dust down Bri. 1 wipe or brush 
the dust from. 2 collog. reprimand. 3 = dust off- dust 
off 1 remove the dust from. 2 use and enjoy again 
after long neglect. [Old English] o dustless adj. 

dust-bath 7. a bird’s rollimg in dust to freshen its 
feathers. 

dustbin 7. Brit. a container for household refuse, 
esp. onc kept outside. 

dust bowl 7. an area denuded of vegetation by 
drought or erosion and reduced to desert. 

dusteart n. Brit. a vehicle used for collecting house- 
hold refuse. 

dust cover 7. 1 = pust suerr. 2 = pust Jacke. 

duster ». Bri/. a cloth fer dusting furniture ete. 


> 


DUODENUM 


The duodenum digests food that enters it 
from the stomach; this flow is controlled 
by the pyloric sphincter. Pancreatic juice 
containing enzymes breaks down the 
food and neutralizes stomach acids. Bile 
from the liver emulsifies fats for later 
digestion. Ducts running from the 
pancreas and liver to the duodenum 
unite to form a passageway called the 
ampulla of Vater. 


CUTAWAY SECTION OF 
(HE HUMAN DUODENUM . \ 


cammon bile duct 


| mucosal 
| lining 


= 


prloru 
sphincter 


pancrealu 
duct 


ampulla of ae? 


dust jacket 


dust jacket 7. a usu. decorated paper cover used to 
protect a book from dirt ete. 

dustman 2. (//. -men) Bri. a man employed to 
clear household refuse. 

dustpan 7. a small pan into which dust etc. is 
brushed from the floor. 

dust sheet z. Brit. a cloth put over furniture to 
protect it from dust. 

dust-up 7. collog. a fight. 

dust-wrapper 7. = DUST JACKET. 

dusty adj. (dustier, dustiest) 1 full of, covered with, 
or resembling dust. 2 uninteresting; dry. 3 (of a 
colour) dull or muted. 0 dustily adv. dustiness 7. 

dusty answer n. Brit. a curt rejection of a request. 

Dutch e ad. of, relating to, or associated with the 
Netherlands. @ 7. 1 the language of the Nether- 
lands. 2 (prec. by the; treated as pl.) the people of 
the Netherlands. a go Dutch share expenses 
equally. [from Old High German diutisc ‘national’ 

Dutch auction 7. a sale of goods in which the price 
is reduced by the auctioneer until a buyer is found. 

Dutch barn 7. Bri. a barn roof over hay etc., set on 
poles and having no walls. 

Dutch cap n. 1 Brit. a contraceptive diaphragm. 
2 a woman’s lace cap with triangular flaps on each 
side. 

Dutch courage 7. false courage gained from alcohol. 

Dutch elm disease 7. a disease of clms. often 
fatal, caused by the fungus Ceratocystis ulmi and 
spread by wood-boring beetles. 

Dutch hoe 7. a hoe used with a pushing action. 

Dutchman 2. (//. -men; fem. Dutchwoman, fi. 
-women) 1 a native or national of the Nether- 
lands. 2 a person of Dutch descent. 

Dutch oven 7. 1 a metal box the open side of 
which is turned towards a fire. 2 a covered cooking 
pot for braising etc. 

Dutch treat 7. a party, outing, etc. to which each 
person makes a contribution. 

Dutch uncle 7. a person giving advice with benevo- 
lent firmness. 

Dutchwoman see DutcHMaAn, 

dutiable adj. liable to customs or other duties. 

dutiful ad. doing or observant of one’s duty; 
obedient. 5 dutifully adv. dutifulness 7. 

duty 7. (p/. -ies) ¥ a a moral or legal obligation; a 
responsibility (has duty to report it). b the binding force 
of what is right (strong sense of duty). 2 payment to the 
public revenue, esp.: a levied on the import of goods 
(customs duty). b Brit. levied on the transfer of property, 
licences, etc. (death duty). 3 (often in pl.) a job or func- 
tion (his duties as caretaker). 0 do duty for serve as or 
pass for (something else). on (or off) duty cngaged 
(or not engaged) in one’s work. [related to nur] 

duty-bound adj. obliged by duty. 

duty-free adj. (of goods) on which duty is not leviable. 

duty-free shop 7. a shop at an airport etc. at which 
duty-free goods can be bought. 

duty officer 7. the officer currently on duty. 

duty-paid adj. (of goods) on which duty has been 
paid. 

duvet /doo-vay/ n. esp. Bri. a thick soft quilt used 
instead of an upper sheet and blankets. [French, 
literally ‘down’ | 

DVD abi7. digital versatile disc. 

Dvr. abbr. Bril. Driver. 

dwarf e 7. (p/. dwarfs or dwarves) 1 a person of 
abnormally small stature. 2 a small mythological 
being with supernatural powers. 3 (in full dwarf 
star) a small usu. dense star > 
4 (atinb.) of a kind very small in size (dwarf bean). 
e@ v/r 1 stunt in growth. 2 cause (something similar 
or comparable) to seem small or insignificant (¢/forts 
dwarfed by their rivals’ achievements). [Old English] 
a dwarfish ad). 


a Usage In sense 1, alternative terms such as person 
of restricted growth are now sometimes preferred. 


SUM, 


DYE 

A dye is a substance that is used to give 
colour to another material. Synthetic dyes 
colourless chemicals derived from distilling 


EXAMPLES OF NATURAL DYES 


COCHINEAL POMEGRANATE 


KERMES 


dystrophy 


petroleum or coal tar. Natural dyes, as 

shown below, are produced by grinding 
are made by adding sulphur or chlorine to the down vegetable or animal material and 
mixing the resulting powder with water. 


MOLLUSC 


SAFFRON 


& shell 
dried rind 7 “dried / 

insect : insect 

body body 

pink - bo a red orange purple / 

dye dye dye dye 


dweeb n. US slang a studious or boring person; a 
nerd. (20th-century coinage] 

dwell wintr. (past and pas! part. dwelt or dwelled) 
(usu. foll. by in, at, near, on, etc.) literary live, reside 
(dwell m the forest). O dwell on (or upon) write, 
brood, or speak at length on. [Old English, ori- 
ginally ‘to hinder, delay’, later ‘to continue in a 
place’] 0 dweller zn. 

dwelling 7. (also dwelling place) forma/ a house; a 
residence; an abode. 

dwelling house 7. a house used as a residence, not 
as an office etc. 

dwindle ».2niz 1 become gradually smaller; shrink. 
2 lose importance; decline. [from Old Norse dvina| 

Dy smb. Chem. the element dysprosium. 

dye e 7. 1 Aa substance used to change the colour 
of hanr, fabric, wood, etc. 2 (in full dyestuff) 
substance yielding a dye, esp. when in solution. 
@ wtr (dyeing; 1 impregnate with dye. 2 make (a 
thing) a specified colour with dye (dyed it yellore’). odyed 
in the wool (or Br. grain) out and out; unchange- 
able, mveterate. [Old English] o dyeable aa). 

dyer n. a person who dyes cloth etc. 

dyestuff see pyr n. 2 

dying alfrib.adj. connected with, or at the time of, 
death (his dying words). 

dyke! (also dike) e 7. 1 a long wall or embankment 
built to prevent flooding, esp. from the sea. 2 a 
ditch. 3 a a low wall, esp. of turf. b a causeway. 
@ «7, provide or defend with a dyke or dykes. [from 
Middle Dutch dye ‘ditch, dam’] 

dyke?® n. (also dike) s/ang a Iesbian. [20th-century 
coinage | 

dyn «bby. dyne. 

dynamic e adj. (also dynamical) 1 energetic; 

active; potent. 2 Physics a concerning motive force 

(opp. styric adj. 2a). b concerning force in actual 

operation. 3 of or concerning dynamics. 4 Mus, 

relating to the volume of sound. e x. 1 an energiz- 

ing or mouye force. 2 Afw. = 

Oo dynamically adi. 

dynamics n.f/. 1 (usu. treated as sg) a the branch 
of mechanics concerned with the motion of boclies 
under the action of forces. > Gravity. b the branch 
of any science in which forces or changes are 
considered (aerodynamics; population dynamics). 2 the 
motive forces, physical or moral, affecting behav- 
iour and change in any sphere (group dynamics) 
3 Afus. variation mm loudness. O dynamicist 7. 
(in sense la). 


DYNAMICS 3. 


dynamism 7. energizing or dynamic action or 
power. [based on Greek dunamis ‘power’ | 

dynamite e 7. 1 a high explosive containing nitro- 
glycerine. 2 a potentially dangerous person, thing, 
or situation. @ v.tz charge or shatter with dynamite. 
[based on Greek dunamis ‘power’] 0 dynamiter 71. 

dynamo 7. (//. -os) 1 esp. rt. a machine converting 
mechanical energy mto electrical energy, esp. by rotat- 
ing coils of copper wire in a magnetic field. 2 collog. 
an energetic person. [from Gree k dunamis ‘power’ | 

dynamometer ”. an instrument measuring energy 
expended by a mechanism, vehicle, etc. 

dynast n. 1 a ruler. 2 a member of a dynasty. [from 
Greek dunastes} 

dynasty 7. (/. -ies) 1 a line of hereditary rulers. 
2 a succession of leaders in any field. 0 dynastic 
adj. dynastically ad. 

dyne 2. Physics a unit of force that, acting on a mass 
of one gram, increases its velocity by one centi- 
metre per second every second along the direction 
that it acts. frelated to pynamo] 

dysentery /dis-én-iri/ 1. a disease with inflamma- 
tion of the intestines, causing severe diarrhoea with 
blood and mucus. {based on Greek entera ‘bowels’ | 

dysfunction 7. an abnormality or impairment of 
function. o dysfunctional ad). 

dyslexia 7. a disorder marked esp. by severe diffi- 
culty in reading and spelling. [based on Greek /exis 
‘speech’, apparently by confusion of Greek /egein ‘to 
speak’ and Latin /egere ‘to read’] 0 dyslectic ad. G 
n. dyslexic adj. & n. 

dysmenorrhoea /cis-men-6-ree-a/ n. painful or 
difficult menstruation. 

dyspepsia ». indigestion. [from Greek duspepsia] 

dyspeptic e adj. of or relating to dyspepsia. @ 7. a 
person suffering from dyspepsia. 

dysphasia n. Afed. lack of coordination in speech, 
owing to brain damage. [based on Greek dusphatos 
‘hard to utter’| O dysphasice ad. 

dysplasia 7. Ved. abnormal growth of tissues ete. 
|hased on Greek plasty ‘formation’] 0 dysplastic ad. 

dysprosium 2. Chem. a naturally occurring soft 
metallic element of the lanthanide series. [based on 
Greek dusprositos ‘hard to get at’] 

dystopia 7. an imaginary place or society in which 
everything is bad. {from dy + vor} 

dystrophy /dis-tr6-fi/ n. impaired nourishment ol 
an organ or part of the body. See also muscurar 

{based on Greek -/ophia ‘nourishment’ | 

0 dystrophic ad). 


DYSTROPHY. 


E! p. (also e) (pi. Es or E’s) 1 the fifth letter of the 
alphabet. 2 .\/us. the third note of the diatonic scale 


of C major. & notion 
E2? abbr. (also E.; 1 East: Eastern. 2 see E-Ncuprr. 
ES symb. Physics energy (E = mc’). 


e symé. used on packaging (in conjunction with spe- 
indicate 


cification of weight, size, etc.) to 
comphance with EU regulations. 
e- prefix form of ex- | before some consonants. 


each e dei. every one of two or more persons or 
regarded and identified separately (each 
ive in each class). @ pron. each person or thing 


things, 
person: f 
(each of us). [Old English élc ‘ever alike’} 


each other fon. one another. 


each way ad). & adv. Brit. (of a bet) backing a horse 


etc. for either a win or a place. 


eager adj. 1 a full of keen desire. b \of passions etc.) 
keen, impatient. 2 (often foll. by for, or to + infin.) 
[based on Latin ace 


strongly desirous (eager to learn) 
acris ‘sharp, swut’] o eagerly adi. eagerness 1. 
eager beaver 1”. collog. a very ciligent person. 


eagle x. 1 a ¥ any of various large birds of prey of 
with keen vision and 
of an cagle, 
esp. as a symbol of the US. 2 Golfa score of two 


the family Accipitridac, 
powerful flight. > rvrror. b a figure 


strokes under par at any hole. {from Latin agui/a] 


eagle eye v7. keen sight, watchfulnes 
ad). 


eagle owl n. any large owl of the genus Budo, with 


long ear-tufts. & ow! 
eaglet 7. a young eagle. 


nade hooked 
bin a _—___ae 2 
vevion a ail ae bill 
Ta ENTERNAL FEATURES 
OF A BALD EAGEI 
| Haliaeetus 


leucocephalus 


porwerful 


mMlMEgs 


s. 0 eagle-eyed 


EAR 


The ear has three main parts: the 


earphone 


temporal | } 
bone 


helix 


: : ; eardrum 
outer, middle, and inner ear. The ~, 
outer ear consists of the pinna and aa Bre ain 
, r Cana 
the auditory canal. The , | 
middle ear is filled with inner ear : 
; aes ssicles cartilage 
air and contains three ossicles 
tiny bones called cochlea . 
% ° sc = 
ossicles: the anvil, vestibular 
hammer, and _ outer ear 


stirrup. The mner — cochlear -~ 
ear contains the nerve 
semicircular canals 
and the cochlea. 


Eustachian _— 
lube 


temporal “ 
muscle 


middle 


auditory canal 


pinna 
(auricle) 


mastoid 


, process lobe 


SECIION |LHROUGH THE HUMAN EAR 


ear! n. 1 A the organ of hearing and balance, esp. 
the external part of this. > inner car. 2 the faculty 
for discriminating sounds (an ear for 
3 listening, attention. oO all ears hstenmg atten- 
tively. have a person’s ear receive a favourable 
hearing, out on one’s ear dismissed ignomin- 
iously, up to one’s ears (often foll. by im) collog. 
deeply involved or occupied. [Old Enghsh] 
0 eared adj, (also in comé.). earless ad). 


ear* n. the seed-bearing head of a cereal plant. 


{Old English] 

earache 7. a pain in the ear. 

earbash @/). esp. talk mordinately to: 
harangue. O earbasher 7. earbashing 1. 


MUSIC) 


Austral. slang 


eardrum 7. the membrane of the middle ear. > 1k 
earful 7. ( p/. -fuls) co/log. 1 a copious or prolonged 
amount of talking. 2 a strong reprimand. 


EAGLE 


Eagles are the most powerful of the birds 
of prey. Like other raptors, eagles grasp 
and kill prey with their huge talons, and 
use their hooked bills to tear through and 
eat flesh. There are more than 50 species 
of eagle, found all over the world. 


EXAMPLES OF 
OTHER EAGLES 


GD ENEMA, 
Aquila chrysaetos) 


PAWNY BAGEL 
(Aquila rapax) 


AFRICAN 
ROAR ENGHE! 
tHivraaetus 
spilogaster) 


earl n. a British nobleman ranking between a 
marquess and a viscount. {Old English] o earl- 
dom 7. 

Earl Grey 7. a kind of China tea flavoured with 
bergamot. [probably named after the 2nd Earl Grey, 
1764-1845, said to have been given the recipe by a 
Chinese mandarin] 

ear lobe 2. the lower soft pendulous external part 
of the ear. 


early @ adj. & adv. earlier, earliest) 1 before the 
due, usual, or expected time (arrived early). 2 a not 
far on in the day or meht, or in time (earl) evening). 
b prompt; promptly ( early payment appreciated: reply 
early for a reduction). 3 @ not far on ma process (Early 
English architecture). b of the distant past (early man). 
c not far on ina sequence (the early chapters), 4 a of 
childhood, esp. the pre-school years (early learning). 
b (of a creative work} immature, youthful. 5 flow- 
ering etc., before other varieties. O early (or 
earlier) on at an early (or earlicr) stage. [Old 
English] 0 earliness n. 

early bird 2. colloq. 
ete. early. 

early days n./. Bri. early in Ume for something to 
happen ete. 

early music 7. medieval, Renaissance. and 
baroque music, esp. as revived and played 
period instruments. D early musician 7. 

earmark e 7. 1 an identifying mark. 2 an owner’s 
mark on the ear of an animal. @ vf 1 (usu. foll, by 
for) set aside (money etc.) for a special purpose. 
2 mark (sheep etc.) with an identifying mark. 

earmuffs 7. a pair of soft fabric coverings, 
connected by a band, worn over the ears to protect 
them from cold or noise. 


@ person Ww ho arrives, gets up, 


earn 2/7, 1 (also adsol.) a (of a person) obtain (income) 
in return for labour or services. b (of capital invested ) 
bring in as interest or profit. 2 a obtain as the reward 
tor hard work or merit. b incur (a reproach, reputa- 
tion, etc.). {Old Enghsh] 5 earner zn. 

earned income n. income derived from wages etc. 

earnest! @ «ij. intensely serious. @ 7. seriousness. 

Din (or in real) earnest serious(ly), not joking(ly): 
with determination, [Old English] Oo earnestly 
adv. earnestness n. 

earnest® 1. 1 money paid as an instalment, esp. to 

confirm a contract etc. 2 a foretaste (in earnest! of 
what is lo come). [Middle English] 
earnings 7/.)/, money earned. 
earnings-related adj. (of benefit, a pension, etc.) 

calculated on the basis of past or present income. 

earphone 7. a device applied to the ear to aid hear- 
ing or receive radio or telephone communications. 


EARTHENWARE: 


TRADITIONAL GREEK whatever. 0 earthliness 1. 
EARTHENWARE POT 


arth's . 
crus! 


earpiece 


earpiece 7. the part of a telephone ete. au to 
the ear during use. > RecEIvER 

ear-piercing ad. loud and shrill. 

earplug 2. a piece of wax etc. placed in the ear to 
protect against cold air, water, or noise. 

earring 7. a piece of jewellery worn in or on (esp. 
the lobe of) the ear. 

earshot n. the distance over which something can 
be heard (esp. within or out of earshot). 

ear-splitting ad). excessively loud. 

earth e 7. 1 a (also Earth; often prec. by fhe) » one 
of the planets of the solar system, orbiting about 
the Sun between Venus and Mars; the planet on 
which we live. > sonar system. b (prec. by the) land 
and sea, as distinct from sky. 2 a dry land; the 
ground ( fell to earth). b soil, clay, mould. 3 Relig. the 
present abode of humankind, as distinct from 
heaven or hell. 4 Brit. Electr. the connection to the 
earth as an arbitrary reference voltage in an elec- 
trical circuit. 5 the hole of a badger, fox, etc. 
6 (prec. by the) collog. a huge amount (cost the earth; 
want the earth). @ v. 1 tr. (foll. by up) Brit. cover (the 
roots and lower stems of plants) with heaped-up 
earth. 2 a é drive (a fox) to its earth. b itr (of a fox 
etc.) run to its earth. 3 / Brit. Electr. connect to the 
earth. 0 come back (or down) to earth return to 
realities. gone to earth in hiding. on earth collog. 
1 existing anywhere (happiest man on earth). 2 as an 
intensifier (what on — earth? ). [Old English] 


oearthward ad). & adi. earthwards adv. 

earthbound 7. 1 attached to the Earth or earthly 
things. 2 moving towards the Earth. 

earth closet 7. Bri. a lavatory with dry carth used 
to cover excreta. 

earthen adj. 1 made of earth. 2 made of baked 
clay. 


earthenware @ 7. <4 policry, 
vessels, etc. made of clay fired to 
a porous state which can be made 
impervious to liquids by the use of 
a glaze. @ adj. made of fired clay. 


the Earth, esp. as regarcled in 
science fiction by aliens. 
earthly ad. 1 of the Earth or 
human life on it; terrestrial. 2 cusu. 
with neg) collog. remotely possthle 
(ty no earthly use). O not an 
earthly Brit. collog. no chance 


earthly paradise see mx wisi. 3: 

earth-pig 1. = \akD\ \Kh. 

earthquake 7. 1 va convulsion of the Earth's crust 
cue to the release of accumulated stress as a result 
of faults in strata or volcanic action. 2 a social etc 
disturbance. 


fault 


. epicentre 
movement of | f 


tectonic plates at 


focus of 


earthquake 


EARTHQUAKE: CROSS-SECTION OF 1H 
EARTH'S CRUST DURING AN EARTHOUAKLI. 


Earth sciences 7./. the sciences concerned with 
the Earth or part of it, or its atmosphere (e.g, geol- 
ogy, oceanography, meteorology). 

earth-shattering ad). (also earth-shaking) ol/oq. 


easy 


EARTH 
The fifth largest planet in the solar system, 


life. The Earth has four main layers: a solid 


4,000 °C (7,200 °F); a molten metal outer 
core; a mantle composed largely of a rock 
called peridotite; and the crust, of 
which there are two different 
types, continental and oceanic. 


almosphere 


_ crust 


earthling 7. an inhabitant of 
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the Earth is the only planet known to support 


metal inner core with a temperature of about 
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SOLAR SYSTEM 


having a traumatic or devastating effect. 0 earth- 
shatteringly ad. 

earth tremor see rkeMok 7. 3. 

earthwork 7. 1 an embankment, fortification, etc. 
made of earth. 2 the process of excavating soil in 
civil engineering work. 

earthworm 7. any of various annelid worms, esp. 
of the genus Lumbricus or Allolobophora, living and 
burrowing in the ground. > vNveup 

earthy‘adj. (earthier, earthiest) 1 of or like earth 
or soil. 2 somewhat coarse or crude (earthy humour). 
Oo earthily adv. earthiness 7. 

ear-trumpet 7. a trumpet-shaped device formerly 
used as a hearing aid. 

earwax 7. a yellow waxy secretion produced by the 
car. 

earwig 1. 1 any small elongate insect of the order 
Dermaptera, with a pair of terminal appendages 
in the shape of forceps. > wwseci. 2 CS a small 
centipede. [Old English] 

ease @ 7. 1 absence of difficulty ‘did it with ease). 
2 freedom or relief from pain, embarrassment, or 
constraint. @ v. Lf relieve from pain or anxiety ete. 
2 intr. ‘often foll. by off. up) a become less painful or 
burdensome. b begin to take it easy. ¢ moderate 
one’s behaviour, habits, etc. 3: mx Afeleorol. become 
less severe. 4a tr slacken. b t @ mtr (foll. by through, 
into, ete.) move or be moved carefully into place. 
5 inf; (often foll. by off ) Stock Exch. (of shares etc.) 
descend in price or value. o at ease 1 free from 
constraint, 2 iL in a relaxed attitude while on 

parade, with the feet apart. [from Old French 
cise| O easer ni. 

easel 7. ® a standing frame for supporting an 
artist's work, a blackboard, etc. [from Dutch eze/| 

easement 7, Law a right of way or a similar 
right over another's land. [from Old French 
aisement| 

easily ade. 1 without difficulty. 2 by far (easz/y 
the best), 3 very probably (i could easih 
Vite 

east e x. 1 a the point of the horizon 
where the Sun rises at the equinoxes. 
b the compass point corresponding to 
this. ¢ the direction m which this lies. 
> compass. 2 (usu. the East) a Bri. the 
regions or countries lying to the east 
of Europe. b fist. the former 


EASEL: 
ARTIST'S STUDIO EASEL 


Communist states of eastern Europe. 3 the eastern 
part of a country, town, etc. @ adj. 1 towards, at, 
near, or facing east. 2 coming from the east (east 
wind). @ adv. 1 towards, at, or near the east. 2 (foll. 
by of) further east than. o to the east (often foll. by 
of ) in an easterly direction. [Old English] 
eastbound aqj. travelling or leading eastwards. 

Easter 7, (also Easter Day or Easter Sunday) the 
festival (held on a variable Sunday in March or 
April) commemorating Christ’s resurrection. [Old 
English, apparently from Eostre, a goddess 
associated with spring] 

Easter egg ». an artificial usu. chocolate egg given 
at Easter. 

easterly e ad. G adv. 1 in an eastern position or 
direction. 2 (of a wind) blowing from the east. @ 7. 
( pl. -ies) a wind blowing from the east. > TRADE wind 

eastern adj. 1 of, in, or towards, the east. 2 (East- 
ern) of or in the Far, Middle. or Near East. 
O easterner . easternmost adj. 

Eastern Charch 7. any of the Christian Churches 
originating in eastern Europe and the Middle East, 
esp. (in full Eastern Orthodox Church) the 
Orthodox Church. 

Easter week n. the week beginning on Easter 
Sunday. 

East Indian adj. of or relating to the islands etc. 
east of India, esp. the Malay archipelago. 

east-north-east n. the direction or compass point 
midway between east and north-east. 
east-south-east 7. the direction or compass 
poimt midway between east and south-east. 
eastward e ad. & adv. (also eastwards) towards 
the east. @ 7. an eastward direction or region. 
easy e@ adj. (easier, easiest) 1 not difficult. 

2. a free from pain or discomfort. b comfortably 

off (easy circumstances). 3 free from awkwardness or 

constraint (an easy manner). 4 compliant, obliging 

(an easy touch). @ adv. (easier, easiest) with ease; in 
an effortless or relaxed manner. @ it. go care- 
fully; move gently. O easy as pie see pic! easy 
does it colloy. go carefully. easy on the eye (or 

ear etc.) coflog. pleasant to look at (or listen to 

etc.). go easy (usu. foll. by wth, on) be sparing or 
cautious. I’m easy collog. I have no preference. 
of easy virtue (of a woman) sexually promiscu- 
ous. stand easy! Brit. Afi. permission to a squad 
standing at ease to relax their attitude further. 
take it easy 1 proceed gently or carefully. 
2 relax; avoid overwork. [from Old 
French aisié ‘cased’] 0 easiness n. 


easy chair 


ECHINODERM 


Starfishes and their relatives make 
up a group of sea-dwelling inverte- 
brates known as echinoderms. 
Their bodies are usually divided 
into five equal parts, and most 
have small, sucker-tipped tube feet. 
They have no head, no specialized 
excretory organs, and no central 
nervous system. 
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easy chair 7. a large comfortable chair, usu. an 
armchair. 

easygoing ad. 1 placid and tolerant; relaxed in 
manner. 2 (of a horse) having an easy gait. 

easy listening 7. popular music that is tuncful and 
undemanding. 

Easy Street n. cullog. aflluence. 

easy terms 1./)/, payment by instalments 

easy touch ». s/anga gullible person, esp. one easily 
induced to part with money. 

eat v. ( fast ate. past part. eaten) 1 a fr. take to the 
mouth, chew, and swallow (food). b di consume 
food. ¢ ir devour (eaten by a lion). 2 intr (fol. by (away) 
at, into) a destroy gradually. b begin to consume or 
climinish (resources ete.). 3 t collog. trouble, vex 
(zehat’, eating you?). O eat one’s heart out suffer 
from excessive longing, eat humble pie sec 
HUMID, €at out have a meal away from home, esp. 
ina restaurant. eat up 1 also absol, eat on 
consuine completely. 2 use or deal with rapiclly or 
wastelully cats up petrol). 3 encroach upon (eating up 
the neighbouring stales,. 4 preoccupy (eaten up with 
finde . eat one’s words adimit that one was wrong. 
[Old English] 

eatable e aj. that is in a condition to be eaten. 
@ 7. (usu. m pl.) food. 

eater n. 1 a person who cats 1@ hie eater. 2 Brit. an 
eating apple etc 

eatery 7. collog. a restaurant or cafe 
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eating adj. 1 suitable for eating \eating apple). 2 used 
for eating (eating house). 3 of or relating to the 
process of cating (eating disorders). 

eats 1.p/. collog. food. 

eau de Cologne /oh dé k6-lohn/ ». an alcohol- 
based perfume originally from Cologne. [French, 
literally ‘water of Cologne’ | 

eaves 7.f/. the underside of a projecting roof. 
> rool. [Old English] 

eavesdrop wii: (-dropped. -dropping) listen 
seercuy to a private conversation, O eavesdropper #1. 

ebb e@ 2. the movement of the tide out to sea (also 
attrib: ebb tide). @ v.intz. (often fol. by aay) (of tide- 
water) recede. 2 decline (hus hfe was ebbing away). 


o at a low ebb in a poor condition or state of 


decline. [Old English] 

ebonite 7. = vwicynrie. 

ebony e 7. (//. -ies) 1 a heavy hard dark wood. 
2 a tropical tree of the genus Diospyros producing 
this. @ ad. 1 made of ebony. 2 black like ebony. 
[from Greek ebenoy “ebony tree’] 

ebullient ad. exuberant, high-spirited. {from Latin 
ebullent- ‘bubbling out] 0 ebullience 7. ebul- 
liency n. ebulliently adi. 

EC abby. 1 East Central. 2 a European Community. 
b European Commission, 


w Usage [he term EC meaning ‘European 
Community) was replaced by EU’ ‘European 
Union in November 1993 


echolocation 


ecad /ee-kad/ n. Ecol. an organism modified by its 
environment. [from Greek ozkos ‘house’ 

eccentric @ adj. 1 odd or capricious in behaviour or 
appearance. 2 (also excentrie) a not placed, or not 
having its axis etc. placed, centrally (cf conceniRiC). 
b (often foll. by fo) (of a circle) not concentric (with 
another). ¢ (of an orbit) not circular. > orsrr. 
@ 7. 1 an eccentric person. 2 (also excentric) Mech. 
an eccentric contrivance for changing rotatory into 
backward-and-forward motion. [from Greek 
ekkentros, literally ‘out of centre’} O eccentrically 
adv, eccentricity un. (pl. -ies). 

ecclesiastic e 7. a clergyman. @ adj. = LCCLESIASTICAL. 
[based on Greek ekklesia “assembly, church’ | 

ecclesiastical adj. of or relating to the Church or 
the clergy. D ecclesiastically adv. 

eccrine ad). (of a gland, e.g, a sweat gland) secreting 
without loss of cell material. 

ECG abbr. electrocardiogram. 

echelon /esh-é-lon/ n. 1 a level in an organization, 
in society, etc.; those occupying it (often in pl.: the 
upper echelons). 2 Mil. a wedge-shaped formation 
(in echelon). [from French échelon| 

echidna /i-kid-na/ n. an Australian egg-laying 
insectivorous mammal, with a covering of spines. 
{from Greek ekhidna ‘viper’ 

echinoderm /i-ky-né-derm/ 7. < any marine 
invertebrate of the phylum Echinodermata, which 
includes starfishes and sea urchins. [from Greek 
exhinos ‘hedgehog’ + derma ‘skin’ | 

echinoid /ek-in-oyd/ 1. a sea urchin. > sea uRcHIN 

echo e 7. (//. -oes) 1 a the repetition of a sound by 
the reflection of sound waves. b the secondary 
sound produced, 2 a reflected radio or radar beam. 
© rspak. 3 a close umitation or imitator. 4 (often in 
pl.) circumstances or events reminiscent of earlier 
ones, @ z (-oes, -oed) I intr, a (of a place) resound 
with an echo. b (of asound) resound. 2 & repeat 
{a sound) by an ecko. 3 fr a repeat (another’s 
words), b imitate the opinions or actions of 
(a person). [from Greek ekho| 0 echoer n. echoey 
adj, echoless ad). 

echocardiography 77. .\fed. the use of ultrasound 
waves to investigate the action of the heart. 
0 echocardiogram n. echocardiograph 7. 
echocardiographer 7. 

echo chamber 7. an 
reflecting walls. 


enclosure with sound- 

echogram 7. a record made by an echo sounder. 

echograph 7. a device for automatically recording 
echograms. é 

echoic /e-koh-ik/ adj. (of a word) onomatopoeic. 
0 echoically adi. 

echolocation n». W the location of objects by 
reflected sound, esp. ultrasound. 
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ECHOLOCATION: SHIP DETECTING 
UNDERWATER OBJECTS BY ECGHOLOCATION 


echo sounder 


echo sounder n. a depth-sounding apparatus 
using timed echos. 

echt /ekht/ adj. authentic, typical. [German] 

éclair 7. a small elongated iced cake of choux pastry 
filled with cream. [French, literally ‘ightning’] 

eclampsia 7. a convulsive condition occurring esp. 
in pregnant women. [based on Greek eklampsis 
‘sudden development’] 0 eclamptic adj. 

éclat /e-klah/ n. 1 brilliant display; dazzling effect. 
2 conspicuous success. [French] 

eclectic @ adj. deriving ideas, style, etc. from various 
sources. @ 7. an eclectic person. [based on Greek 
eklegein ‘to select’ Oo eclectically adv. eclecticism n. 

eclipse e 7. 1 W the obscuring of the light from one 
celestial body by another. 2 a rapid or sudden loss 
of importance or prominence. @ wf 1 (of a celestial 
body) obscure the light from or to (another). 
2 outshine, surpass. [based on Greek ekleipein ‘to 
leave its place’| 0 eclipser 7. 

ecliptic @ 7. the Sun’s apparent path among the 
stars during the year. @ adj. of an eclipse or the 
ecliptic. 

eclogue 7. a short poem, esp. a pastoral dialogue. 
[from Greek ekloge ‘selection’ ] 

eco- comb. form ecology, ecological. 

eco-friendly adj. not harmful to the environment. 

eco-label n. a label identifying manufactured 
products that satisfy certain environmental 
conditions. 0 eco-labelling 7. 

E. coli n. the bacterium Escherichia coh, commonly 
found in the intestines of humans and other 
animals, some strams of which can cause severe 
food poisoning. 

ecology n. 1 the branch of biology dealing with the 
relations of organisms to one another and to their 
physical surroundings. 2 (in full human ecology) 
the study of the interaction of people with their 
environment. [based on Greek otkos ‘house’] 
a ecological adj. ecologically adv. ecologist n. 

e-commerce 7. commercial transactions conducted 
electronidally on the Internet. 


economic ad. 1 of or relating to economics. 
2 maintained for profit. 3 adequate to repay or 
recoup expenditure with some profit (an economic 
vent). 4 considered or studied with regard to human 
needs (economic geography). 0 economically adv. 

economical adj. sparing in the use of resources; 
avoiding waste. 0 economically adv. 

economics 7.~/. (often treated as sig) 1 a the 
science of the production and distribution of 
wealth. b the application of this to a particular 
subject (the economics of publishing). 2 the condition of 
a country etc. as regards material prosperity. 

economist 7. 1 an expert in or student of 
economics. 2 a person who manages financial or 
economic matters. 

economize i717. (also -ise) 1 be economical; make 
economies. 2 (foll. by on) use sparingly; spend less 
on. D economization 7. economizer 7. 

economy 7. (//. -ies) 1 a the wealth and resources 
of a community. b a particular kind of this (a cap- 
italist economy). c the administration or condition of 
an economy. 2 a the careful management of (esp. 
financial) resources; frugality. b (often in pl.) an 
instance of this (made many economies). 3 sparing use 
(economy of language). 4 (also economy class) the 
cheapest class of air travel. 5 (also economy-size) 
(aitrib.) (of goods) consisting of a large quantity for 
a proportionally lower cost. [from Greek otkonomia 
‘household management’ | 

ecosphere 7. 1 the region of space including 
planets where conditions are such that hving things 
can exist. 2 = BIOSPHERE, 

ecosystem 7. a biological community of interact- 
ing organisms and their physical environment. 
> soit 

ecotourism 7. tourism directed towards exotic 
natural environments, esp. intended to support 
conservation efforts. Q ecotourist 7. 

ecru e 7. the colour of unbleached linen; light fawn. 
e@ ad). of this colour. [from French écru ‘unbleached’ | 

ecstasy 7. (i. -ies) 1 an overwhelming feeling of 


ECLIPSE 


A lunar eclipse occurs when the Earth 
passes between the Sun and the full Moon, 
so that the Earth’s shadow is cast on the 
Moon. This darkens the Moon for the 
duration of the eclipse. A solar echpse 


LUNAR ECLIPSE 
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SOLAR ECLIPSE 


Sun 


sunlight 


occurs when a new Moon passes directly 
between the Earth and the Sun. A solar 
eclipse is said to be total or partial depend- 
ing on whether the observer is in the umbra 
or penumbra of the Moon’s shadow. 
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rapture. 2 (usu. Ecstasy) s/ang a powerful stimulant 
and hallucinatory drug. [from Greek ekstasis ‘stand- 
ing outside oneself’] oO ecstatic ad. G n. 
ecstatically adv. 

ECT abbr. electroconvulsive therapy. 

ectogenesis 7. Biol. the production of structures 
outside the organism. {modern Latin] o ecto- 
genetic adj. ectogenic adj. ectogenous ad. 

ectomorph 7. a person with a lean and delicate 
build of body (cf. enpomorPH, MESOMORPH), > MESO- 
MoreH. [based on Greek morphé ‘form’] 0 ecto- 
morphic adj. ectomorphy 7. 

-ectomy comb. form denoting a surgical operation in 
which a part of the body is removed (appendectomy). 
[from Greek ektomé ‘excision ’| 

ectopic adj. Med. in an abnormal place or position. 
[from Greek ektopos ‘out of place’ | 

ectopic pregnancy 7. ¥ a pregnancy occurring 
outside the womb. 


womb embryo " Fallopian tube 


DETAIL OF EMBRYO 


ECTOPIC PREGNANCY IN A 
HUMAN FALLOPIAN TUBE 


ectoplasm 7. 1 the dense outer layer of the cyto- 
plasm. 2 a supposed viscous substance exuding 
from the body of a medium during a sprritualistic 
trance. 0 ectoplasmic ad). 

ecu 7. (f/. same or ecus) (also Ecu, ECU) European 
Currency Unit. [acronym| 

ecumenical ad. of or representing the whole 
Christian world, esp. seeking or promoting world- 
wide Christian unity. [from Greek oikoumenikos ‘of 
the inhabited Earth’] o ecumenically adv. 
ecumenism 7. 

eczema 7. inflammation of the skin, with itching 
and discharge from blisters. [from Greek] 
0 eczematous adj. 

ed. abbr. 1 edited by. 2 edition. 3 editor. 4 educated; 
education. 

Edam 7. a round Dutch cheese, usu. pale yellow 
with a red wax coating. [from Edam, a town in the 
Netherlands} 

edaphic /i-daf-ik/ ad. 1 Bol. of or relating to the 
soil. 2 Ecol. produced or influenced by the soil. 
{based on Greek edaphos ‘floor’| 

eddy e 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a circular movement of water 
causing a small whirlpool. 2 a movement of wind, 
smoke, etc. resembling this. @ z./7, G mir. (-ies, -1ed) 
whirl round in eddies. 

edelweiss /ay-dél-vys/ n. an Alpine plant, 
Leonlopodium alpinum, with woolly white bracts 
around the flower heads. [German, from ede/ 
‘noble’ + zwezss “white’} 

edema [7S var. of orpema. 

Eden ». (also Garden of Eden) a place or state of 
great happiness, with reference to the abode of 
Adam and Eve at the Creation. [from Hebrew éden, 
originally in sense ‘delight’ 


edentate 


edentate e a. 1 having no or few teeth. 2 [ool 
v of or belonging to the order Edentata (or 
Xenarthra) of mammals lacking incisor and canine 
teeth. @ n. Cool, an edentate mammal. [from Latin 
edentatus| 

edge en. 1 a boundary line or margin of an area or 
surface. 2 a narrow surface of a thin object. 3 the 
meeting-line of two surfaces of a solid. 4 a the 
sharpened side of the blade of a cutting instrument 
or weapon. b the sharpness of this (the knife has los! 
its edge). 5 the area close to a steep drop. 6 anything 
compared to an edge, esp. the crest of a ridge. 
7 a (as a personal attribute) incisiveness. b keen- 
ness, excitement (esp. as an clement in an otherwise 
routine situation). @ 7. 1 t G intr (often foll. by m, 
into, oul, etc.) move gradually or furtively towards an 
objective. 2 fa provide with an edge or border. 
b form a border to. ¢ trim the edge of. 3 @ sharpen 
ia knife. tool, ete.). 4 & Cricket strike (the ball) with 
the edge of the bat. o have the edge on (or over) 
have a slight advantage over. on edge I tense and 
restless or irritable. 2 eager, excited. on the edge 
of almost involved in or affected by. set a 
person’s teeth on edge (of a taste or sound) 
cause an unpleasant neryous sensation. take the 
edge off make less cffective or imtense. [Old 
English| 

edgeways ad. (also edgewise) 1 with the edge 
uppermost or towards the viewer. 2 edge to edge. 
D get a word in edgeways contribute to a conver- 
sation when the dominant speaker pauses brictly. 


edging 7. 1 something forming an edge or border. 
2 the process of making an edge. 

edgy adj. (edgier. edgiest: irritable: nervously 
anxious. 0 edgily adv. edginess 71. 

edible e adj. fit or suitable to be eaten. @ 7. (in pl.) 
food. [based on Latin edere “to eat’| O edibility n, 

edict 2. an order proclaimed by authority. [from 
Latin edictum| 

edifice n. a building, esp. a large imposing one. 
[from Latin aedificrum| 

edify «tr (-ies, -ied) (of an experience etc.) improve 


EDENTATE 
Although the word edentate means 
‘without teeth’, the only members 
of the scientific order Edentata 

| that do not have teeth are the 
anteaters. Other edentates lack 
incisors and canines, but have 
peg-like molars and premolars, 
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morally or intellectually. [from Latin aedificare ‘to 
build up’] o edification n. edifying adj. edify- 
ingly adv. 

edit e v:/ (edited, editing) 1 a assemble, prepare, 
modify, or condense (written material) for publication. 
b prepare an edition of (an author’s work). 2 be in 
overall charge of (a newspaper etc.). 3 take extracts 
from and collate (films etc.) to form a unified 
sequence. 4 a prepare (data) for processing by a 
computer. b alter (a text entered in a word processor 
ctc.). 5 a reword to correct, or to alter the emphasis. 
b (foll. by ou!) remove (part) from a text etc. @ 7. La 
piece of editing. 2 an edited item. [from French édiier] 

edition 7. 1 a one of the particular forms in which 
a text is published ( pocket edition). b a copy of a book 
in a particular form (a fist edition). 2 a whole 
number of copies of a book, newspaper, etc. issued 
at one time. 3 a particular version or instance of a 
regular broadcast. 4 a person or thing similar to or 
resembling another (@ miniature edition of her mother). 
|from Latin editto ‘puting out’ 

editor 7. 1 a person who edits material for publica- 
tion or broadcasting. 2 a person who directs the 
preparation of a newspaper etc., or a particular 
sce Uon of one (sports editor). 3a person who selects 
or commissions material for publication. 4 a person 
who edits film ete. 5 a program enabling the user to 
alter text held in a computer. 0 editorship 2. 

editorial e ad. of or concerned with editing or 
editors, @ n. an article giving a newspaper editor's 
opinion on a topical issuc. 0 editorialist n. edit- 
orialize vinfr (also -ise), editorially adv. 

educate vir (also absol.) 1 give intellectual. 
moral, and social instruction to, 2 provide 
education for. 3 (often foll. by im, or to + 
infin.) train or instruct for a particular purpose. 
|based on Latin educatuy ‘rearecl’] 0 educable ad). 
educability 7. educative adj. educator n. 

educated adj. 1 having had an education, esp. to a 
lugher level than average. 2 resulting from a (good) 
education (an educated accent). 3 based on experience 
or study (an educated guess). 


education 7. I systematic instruction. 2 a particu- 
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lar kind of or stage in education (further education). 
3 development of character or mental powers. 
Oo educational adj. educationalist 7. educa- 
tionally adv. educationist 7,> 

educe wf. bring out or develop from latent or 
potential existence. [from Latin educere ‘to lead out’| 
0 eduction 7. 

edutainment 7. cniertainment with an educa- 
tional aspect; infotainment. 

Edwardian e «dj. of, characteristic of, or associated 
with the reign of King Edward VII (1901 10). 
e@ 7. a person belonging to this period. 

-ee suffix forming nouns denoting: 1 the person 
affected by the verbal action (addressee; employee). 
2. a person concerned with or described as (absentee; 
bargee). 3 an object of smaller size (bootee). 

EEC abfr. European Economic Community. 


w Usage Sec Usage Note at Eurorean GomMUNTLY, 


EEG addi. clectroencephalogram, 

eel n. 1 y any of various snakelike fish, with a slen- 
der, body and poorly developed fins, esp. one of the 
genus Anguilla. > vist. 2 a slippery or evasive person 
or thing. [Ol« English] o eel-like adj. eely aa). 


EEL: GONGER EEL 
(Conger conger) ee 

eelgrass x. L any marjne plant of the genus Zostera, 
with long ribbon-like leaves. 2, any submerged 
freshwater plant of the genus Fa/lisneria. 

eerie adj, (eerier, eeriest) gloomy and strange; 
weird, frightening (an eerie silence). [origmally north- 
ern English and Scogs en] o eerily adv. eeriness n. 

ef- pref, assim. form of ux- | before 7. 

efface v. 1 fm rub or wipe out (a mark etc.), 2 fr (in 
abstract scnses) obliterate; wipe out (effaced it from his 

memory). 3 ty utterly surpass, eclipse (success has 

effaced all previous attempts). 4 refl. make oneself 

insignificant or inconspicuous. [from French effacer| 

oeffacement i. ° 


effect e 7. 1 the result or consequence of an action 
etc. 2 efficacy (had little effect). 3 an impression 
produced on a spectator, hearer, etc. (Lights had a 
pretty effect). 4 (in pl.) property: 5 (in p/.) the lighting, 
sound, etc. used to accompany a play, film, broad- 
cast, ete. 6 Physics a physical phenomenon (Doppler 
effect). 7 the state of being operative. @ utr bring 
about, O bring (or carry) into effect accomplish. 
for effect to create an impression. give effect to 
make operative. in effect for practical purposes. 
take effect hecome operative. to the effect that 
the gist being. to that effect having that result or 
implication. with effect from coming into opera- 
ion at or on (a stated time). [from Latin effectus] 


a Usage See Usage Note at werner? 

effective @ adj. 1 a having a definite or desired 
cllect. b efficient. 2 impressive. 3 a actual; existing 
in fact rather than officially or theoretically (took 
effective control in therr absence). b actually usable; real- 
izable; equivalent in its effect (effective money: effective 
demand). 4 coming into operation (effective as from 
I May). @ n. a soldier available for service. 0 effec- 
tively adv. effectiveness n. effectivity n. 

effectual adj. 1 capable of producing the required 
eflect. 2 valid. o effectually adv. effectuality n. 
effectualness 7. 

effeminate ad). (of a man) feminine in appearance 


efferent 


Egyptology 


or manner. [from Latin effeminatus ‘having become 
a woman’] 0 effeminacy n. effeminately adv. 

efferent /ef-er-ént/ adj. Physiol. conducting out- 
wards (efferent nerves; efferent vessels) (Opp. AFVERENT), 
[from Latin efferent- ‘carrying out’] 

effervesce v.ini, 1 give off bubbles of gas. 2 be 
lively. (from Latin effervescere ‘to begin to boil’| 
0 effervescence n. effervescent ad). 

effete adj. 1 feeble and incapable, ineffectual. 
2 worn out. [from Latin effetus ‘worn out by bearing 
young’ | 0 effeteness n. 

efficacious ad. (of a thing) producing or sure to 
produce the desired effect. [from Latin ¢éfficax, 
related to crricienr] O efficaciously adv. efficacy n. 

efficiency 7. (i. -ies) 1 the state or quality of 
being efficient. 2 Mech. & Physics the ratio of useful 
work performed to the total energy expended or 
heat taken in. 

efficient adj. 1 productive with minimum waste or 
effort. 2 (of a person) capable; acting effectively. 
[from Latin efficient- ‘accomplishing’ | 0 efficiently 
adv. 

effigy n. (pl. -ies) a sculpture or model of a person. 
O in effigy in the form of a (usu. crude) 
representation of a person. [from Latin effigies] 

effloresce v.inir. 1 burst out to flower. 2 Chem. a (of 
a substance) turn to a fine powder on exposure to 
air. b (of salts) come to the surface and crystallize on 
it. e¢ (of a surface) become covered with salt 
particles. [from Latin efflorescere| 0 efflorescence n. 

effluence 7. 1 a flowing out (of light, electricity, 
etc.). 2 that which flows out. [from medieval Latin 
effluentia| 

effluent e adj. flowing out. @ 7. 1 sewage or indus- 
trial waste discharged into a river, the sea, etc. 2 a 
stream or lake flowing from a larger body of water. 

effluvium 7. (//. effluvia) an unpleasant or 
noxious odour or exhaled substance affecting the 
lungs or the sense of smell etc. [based on Latin 
effluere ‘to flow out’} 

efflux n= creuince. 6 effluxion n. 

effort n. 1 strenuous physical or mental exertion. 
2 a determined attempt. 3 Mech. a force exerted. 
> Lever. 4 collog. something accomplished (not bad 
for a fist effort), [based on Latin fortis ‘strong’] 
0 effortful adj. effortfully ad. 

effortless adj. 1 requiring no effort (effortless methods 
of cookery). 2 natural, easy (effortless grace). 
o effortlessly adv. effortlessness n. 

effrontery 7. (fi. -ies) 1 impudent audacity (esp: 
have the effrontery to). 2. an instance of this. [based on 
Late Latin effrons -ontis ‘shameless’ ] 

effulgent adj. Jilerary radiant; shming brillantly. 
[from Latin effulgent- ‘shining forth’] 0 effulgence 7. 

effuse e@ adj. /i-fewss/ Bol. (of an inflorescence 
etc.) spreading loosely. @ w/x /i-fewz/ 1 pour forth 
(liquid, light, etc.). 2 give out (ideas etc.). [from 
Latin effusus ‘poured out’] 

effusion 7. 1 a copious outpouring. 2 usu. derog, an 
unrestrained flow of words. 

effusive adj. gushing, demonstrative (effusive praise). 

o effusively adv. effusiveness 7. 

EFL addr. English as a foreign language. 

Efta /ef-ta/ abbr. (also EFTA) European Free Trade 
Association. 

EFTPOS /eft-poss/ abbr. electronic funds transfer 
at point of sale. 

e.g. abbr. for example. [Latin exempli gratia] 

egalitarian e adj. 1 of or relating to the principle of 
equal rights for all (an egalitarian society). 
2 advocating this principle. e 7. a person who advo- 
cates egalitarian principles. [from French égahtazre| 
0 egalitarianism 7. 

egg! n. 1 a A the reproductive body produced by 
females of animals such as birds, reptiles, fish, etc., 
enclosed in a protective layer and capable of 
developing into a new individual. b the egg of the 
domestic hen, used for food. 2 Biol. the female 
reproductive cell in animals and plants. 3 collog. a 


EGG 

An egg is a single cell with the capacity to 
develop into a new individual. Development 
may take place inside the mother’s body (as 
in most mammals) or outside, in which case 
the egg has a protective covering such as a 


inner shell membrane 


outer shell 
membrane 


air sac ~~ 


SECTION THROUGH 
A BIRD’S EGG 


shell. The shelled eggs of birds and reptiles 
contain enough yolk to sustain the develop- 
ing embryo until it hatches. Pores in the shell 
allow the embryo to exchange oxygen and 
carbon dioxide with the atmosphere. 

, embryo 


_ amnion 


albumen 
(egg white) 


shell 


‘ 


9 - yolk sac 
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person or thing qualified in some way (a lough egg). 
c have (or put) all one’s eggs in one basket 
collog. risk everything on a single venture. with egg 
on one’s face collog. made to look foolish. [from 
Old Norse] o eggy ad). (eggier, eggiest). 

ege® v.tz: (foll. by on) urge (egged them on to do it). [from 
Old Norse egga ‘to edge’| 

eggcup 7. a cup tor holding a boiled egg. 

egghead ». collog. an intellectual; an expert. 

egg-nog 7. (also Bri. egg-flip) a drink of alcohohe 
spirit with beaten egg, milk, ete. 

eggplant x. esp. .V. Amer. = ausencini n. 1, 2. 

eggshell e x. 1 the shell of an egg. 2 anything very 
fragile. @ adj. 1 (of china) thin and fragile. 2 (of 
paint) with a slight gloss finish. 

egg white 7. the white of an egg. 

ego n. (pl. -os) 1 Metaphysics a conscious thinking 
subject. 2 Psychol. the part of the mind that reacts to 
reality and has a sense of individuality. 3 a sense of 
selfesteem. [Lati., literally “T’] 

egocentric ad). 1 centred in the ego. 2 self-centred, 
egoistic. O egocentrically adv. egocentricity n. 
egocentrism 7. 

egoism 7. 1 an ethical theory that treats self- 
interest as the foundation of morality. 2 = ecousm. 
0 egoist 7. egoistic adj. egoistical adj. egoistic- 


ally adv. 


m Usage The senses of egoism and egotism overlap, 
but egoism alone is a term used in philosophy and 
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psychology to mean ‘self-interest’ (often contrasted 
with altruism). 


egomania 7. morbid egotism. 0 egomaniac n. 
egomaniacal adj. 

egotism 7. 1 the practice of continually talking 
about oneself; self-centredness. 2 an exaggerated 
opinion of oneself; conceit. 3 selfishness. o egotist 
n. egotistic adj. egotistical ad). 
a Usage See Usage Note at cotsm. 


ego trip n. collog. activity etc. devoted entirely to 
one’s own interests or feclings. 

egregious /i-gree-jiis/ adj. 1 outstandingly bad 
(egregious folly, an egregious ass). 2 archaw or joc. remark- 
able. [from Latin egregius ‘illustrious’, literally 
‘standing out from the flock’| 0 egregiously adv. 

egress /ee-gres/ n. 1 a going out. b the right of 
going out. 2 an exit; a way out. {from Latin egressus] 

egret 7. any of various herons of the genus Lgretla 
or Bulbulcus, usu. having long white feathers in the 
breeding season. [from Provencal agreta] 

Egyptian e ad. 1 of or relating to Egypt in 
NE Africa. 2 of or for Egyptian antiquities 
(Egyptian room). en. 1 a native of ancient or modern 
Egypt; a national of the Arab Republic of Egypt. 
2 the Hanutic language used in ancient Egypt until 
the 3rd c. an. 

Egyptology n. the study of the language, history, 
and culture of ancient Egypt. o Egyptologist ». 


eh 


eh int. collog. 1 expressing enquiry or surprise. 
2 inviting assent. 3 asking for somethmg to be 
repeated or explained. [Middle English, instinctive 
exclamation] 

eider 7. 1 (in full eider duck) any of several large 
northern ducks, esp. Somatenia mollissima. > puck, 
2 (in full eider-down) small soft feathers from the 
breast of the eider duck. [from Icelandic aeth?| 

eiderdown n. Bril. a quilt stuffed with down (origi- 
nally from the eider) or some other soft material. 

eight ez. 1 one more than seven. 2 a symbol for this 
(8, vii, VHI). 3 (in full figure of eight) (in ice- 
skating, country dancing, ete.) a figure resembling 
the form of 8. 4 a size etc. denoted by eight. 5 an 
eight-oared rowing boat or its crew, 6 eight o’clock. 
e adj. that amount to eight. 0 have one over the 
eight Bri. slang have one drink too many. [Old 
English] 

eighteen @ 7. 1 one more than seventeen. 2 a 
symbol for this (18, xvii, NVIII). 3 a size etc. 
denoted by eighteen. 4 a set or team of eighteen 
individuals. 5 18 Brit. (of films: classified as suit- 
able for persons of 18 years and over. @ adj. that 
amount to eighteen. [Old English] o eighteenth 
ad. & n. 

eightfold ad. © adv. 1 cight times as much or as 
many. 2 consisting of eight parts. 3 amounting to 
eight, 

eighth e 7. 1 the position in a sequence corres- 
ponding to the number 8 in the sequence 1-8. 
2 something occupying this position, 3 one of 


cight equal parts of a thing, @ adj. that is the y 


eighth. 0 eighthly ad. 

eightsome 7. | (in full eightsome reel) a lively 
Scottish reel for eight dancers. 2 the music for this. 
eighty e 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the product of eight and ten. 
2 a symbol for this (80, xxx, LAX). 3 (in pl.) the 
numbers from 80 to 89, esp. the years of a century 
or of a person’s life. @ adj. that amount to eighty: 
[Old English] o eightieth adj. & n. eightyfold ad. 
S adv. 

einsteinium 7, Chem. a transuranic racioactive 
metallic element produced artificially. [named 
after A. Einstein, German-American physicist, 
1879-1955] 

eisteddfod /I-steth-vod, I-sted-vod/ xn. {pi. 
eisteddfods or eisteddfodau /|-steth-vod-I/) a 
congress of Welsh bards: a festival for musical 
competitions etc. [Welsh, literally  ‘session’| 
Oo eisteddfodie aq). 

either @ (v7. as one of two mutually exclusive possi- 
bilities (ether come in or go out, is either black or white). 
@ adi. jafter a neg. sentence) 1 any more than the 
person or thing just mentioned (Tim didn't like it and 
Patrick didn't ethers, 2 moreover. indeed there ts no tum 
to lose, ecther . @ pron, one or the other of two (either of 
you can go: [ tke both teins but Jeremy doesn’t like either 
@ det. 1 one or the other of two ( wu may have ether 
book), 2 each of two ‘either side of the road). 0 either 
way in either case or event. [Old English | 

ejaculate e ¢:/r (also abso/.) 1 utter suddenly. 2 eject 
fluicl etc., esp. semen) from the body. @ 7. semen 
that has been ejaculated from the body. [based on 
Latin gaculaius ‘darted out’) Oo ejaculation 2. 
ejaculator 7. ejaculatory ad. 

eject 7./7, 1 send or drive out precipitately or by force. 
2 a cause ithe pilot ete.) to be propelled from an 
aircraft in an emergency. b (absol.) (of the pilot ete.) 
be ejected in this way (they both ejected at 1,000 feet). 
3 cause to be removed or drop out. 4 dispossess (a 
tenant ete.). 5 dart forth; emit. [based en Latin 
gectuys “thrown out’| 0 ejection 7. ejectment n. 

ejector /. a device for ejecting, 

ejector seat 7. a device for the automatic ejection 
of the pilot ete. of an aircratt in an emergency. 

eke 7:f. OC eke out 1 loll, by vzih, dy suppleme nt: 
make the defective 
2 contrive to make (a livelihood; or 
existence,. [Ole English] 


best use of means etc.) 


support an 
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elder 


ELASMOBRANCH 


The elasmobranchs form the main group 

of cartilaginous fish. They have five to 

_ | seven prominent gill slits that open directly 

| | into the water, instead of being protected 

| by a gill cover as in the bony fish. They 
have tough, usually grey skin covered in 
denticles (small tooth-like scales). Elasmo- 
branchs have numerous teeth that can be 
lost during feeding, but which are continu- 
ally replaced (as often as once a week). 


‘| 
| MAIN TYPES OF ELASMOBRANCH 
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i de 
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SHARKS 
great white shark 


; (Carcharodon carcharias) 


elaborate e@ ad. 1 minutely worked out. 2 comypli- 
cated. @ z 1 & a work out or explain in detail. 
b (absol.) go mto details (J need nol elaborate). 2 tr 
produce by labour. 3 ifr. (fol. by on) explain in detail. 
{from Laun elaboratus ‘extensively worked’) 0 elabo- 
rately ad. elaborateness n. elaboration 7. 

élan /ay-lan/ 1. (also elan) vivacity, dash. [French] 

eland n. any antelope of the genus Tragelaphus, 
native to Africa, having spirally twisted horns, esp. 
the largest of living antelopes, 7. derbianus, [Dutch, 
literally ‘elk’] 

elapse v.intr (of time) pass by. [based on Latin elap- 
yu ‘slipped away’ 

elasmobranch /\-laz-m6-brank/ n. ool. A a 
cartilaginous fish of the subclass Elasmobranchii, 
including sharks, skates, and rays. > GARTILAGINOUS 
HISH, RAY, SHARK, [Modern Latin elasmobranchi, from 
Greek elasmos ‘beaten metal’ + bragkliua ‘gills’| 

elasmosaurus ”. ¥ a large extinct marine reptile 
with paddle-like limbs and tough crocodile-like 


skin. [from Greck elasmos ‘beaten metal’ + sauros 
‘lizard’| 


ELASMOSAURUS: 
\ CRETACEOUS 
PLESIOSAUR 


INTERNAL ANATOMY OF A SHARK’S HEAD 
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RAYS 
thornback ray 
(Raja clavata) 


s 


elastane 7. an elastie polyurethane, used esp. for 
hosiery, underwear, and other close-fitting clothing. 
elastic @ adj. 1 able to resume its normal bulk or 
shape spontaneously after contraction, dilatation, 
or clstortion. 2 springy. 3 (of a person or feelings) 
buoyant. 4 flexible, adaptable (elastec conscience). @ n. 
elastic cord or fabric, usu. woven with strips of 
rubber. [from Greek e/astikos ‘propulsive’] 0 elasti- 
cally adv, elasticity n. elasticize u.tr. (also -ise). 
elasticated adj. Brit. (of a fabric) made elastic by 
weaving with rubber thread. 
elastic band 7. = Ruse BAND. 
elastin 7. an elastic fibrous glycoprotein found in 
connective ussue. 
elastomer 7. a natural or synthetic rubber or 
rubber-like plastic. o elastomeric ad). 
elate 2/7 1 (esp. as elated adj.) inspirit, stimulate. 
2 make proud. [based on Latin elatus ‘raised’| 
O elatedly ad:. elatedness n. elation 7. 
elbow e 7. 1 a the joint between the forearm and 
the upper arm. > joint. b the part of the sleeve of a 
garment covering the elbow. 2 an elbow-shaped 
bend or corner; a short piece of piping bent 
through a right angle. @ w./x 1 (foll. by in, oul, aside, 
etc.) thrust or jostle (a person or oneself). 2 (foll. by 
in, out, through, etc.) make (one’s way) by thrusting or 
jostling. o at one’s elbow close at hand. give a 
person the elbow collog. dismiss or reject a 
person. [Old English] 
elbow grease n. collog. vigorous polishing; hard 
work. 
elbow room 7. collog. adequate space to move or 
work in. 
elder’ e aitrib.ad.. (of a person) of a greater age. 
e 7. 1 the older of two persons (which is the elder?). 
2 (in p/.) a persons of greater age or seniority 
(respect your elders). b persons venerable 
because of age. 3 a person advanced in life. 
4 an official in the early Christian, Presbyter- 
ian, or Mormon Churches. [Old English, 
related to o1n} 0 eldership n. 


elder 


elder? n. any shrub or tree of the genus Sambucus, 
with white flowers and usu. blue-black or red 
berries, {Old English] 

elderberry 7. (fl. -ies) » the berry 
of the elder, esp. the common 
elder (Sambucus nigra) used for 
making jelly, wine, etc. 

elderly ad. 1 somewhat old. 
2 past middle age. 

elder statesman 7. an influential 
experienced person, esp. a politi- 
cian, of advanced age. 

eldest e adj. first-born or oldest surviv- 
ing. @ 7. the eldest of three or more 
indicated (who is the eldest?). 

eldorado 7. (f/. -os) 1 any imaginary 
country or city abounding in gold. 2a 
place of great abundance. [from 
Spanish e/ dorado ‘the gilded’) 

eldritch adj. Sc. & N. Amer 1 weird. 2 hideous. 
[16th-century coinage] 

elecampane /el-i-kam-payn/ 2. a sunflower-like 
plant, Jnula helenium, with bitter aromatic leaves and 
roots. [from medieval Latin enula campana| 

elect @ utr. 1 choose (the principles they elected to follow). 
2 choose (a person) by vote (elected a new chairman). 
@ adj. 1 chosen. 2 select, choice. 3 (in comb., after a 
noun designating office) chosen but not yet in office 
(president-elect). [from Latin lectus ‘picked’| 
Delectable ad). 

election 7. 1 the process of electing or being 
elected. 2 the act or an instance of electing. 

electioneer @ win, 1 take part in an election 
campaign. 2 derog. seek election by currying favour 
with voters. @ 7. a person who electioneers. 

elective e ad. 1 a (of an office or its holder) filled or 
appointed by election. b (of authority) derived 
from election. 2 (of a body) having the power to 
elect. 3 having a tendency to act on or be 
concerned with some things rather than others 
(elective affinity). 4 (of a course of study) chosen by 
the student. 5 (of a surgical operation etc.) not 
urgently necessary, @ 7. US an elective course ol 
study. 0 electively adi. 

elector 7. 1 a person who has the right of voting to 
elect an MP etc, 2 US a member of an electoral 
college. 

electoral adj. relating to or ranking as electors. 
D electorally ad. 

electoral college 1. 1 a body of persons repre; 
senting the states of the US, who cast votes for the 
election of the President. 2 a body of electors. 

electorate n. 1 a body of electors. 2 Austral. & NL 
an area represented by one Member of Parliament. 

electric e adj. 1 of, worked by, or charged with elec- 
tricity; producing or capable of generating 
electricity. & circuri. 2 causing or charged with 
sudden and dramatic excitement ((he atmosphere was 
electric). @ n. 1 an electric light, vehicle, cte. 2 (in pl.) 
electrical equipment. [based on Greck ¢lektron 
‘amber’, the rubbing of which causes electrostatic 
phenomena] 0 electrically adv. 


ELECTROMAGNETIC 
RADIATION 


Electromagnetic radiation is a 

form of energy that travels 

through space and matter. There 
are many types of radiation, all 

of which are identical except for! 
their wavelengths and energy. 
Radio waves, for example, have 
long wavelengths and low energy. 
while X-rays have shorter wave- 
lengths and higher energy. 


ELDERBERRY: 
COMMON ELDER 


(Sambucus nigra) 


radto teaves 


electrical ad. 1 of or concerned with or of the 


nature of electricity. 2 operating by electricity. 

3 = evectric ad). 2. 

electric blanket 7. an electrically wired 

blanket used for heating a bed. 

electric blue e 7. a steely or brilliant 
light blue. @ adj. (hyphenated when 
attrib.) of this colour. 

electric chair 7. a chair used for cap- 

ital punishment by electrocution. 

electric eel 7. an cel-like freshwater fish, 
Electrophorus electricus, native to S. America, 
that kills its prey by electric shock. 

electric eye 7. collog. a photoelectric cell 

operating a relay when the beam of light 

illuminating it is obscured. 

electric field x. a region of electrical influ- 

ence. 

electric fire n. Brit. an electrically operated 
incandescent or convector heater, usu. portable 
and for domestic use. 

electric hare see Hike 7. 2. 

electrician 7. a person who installs or maintains 
electrical equipment, esp. professionally, 

electricity 7. 1 a form of energy resulting from the 
existence of charged particles (electrons, protons, 
ctc.), either statically as an accumulation of charge 
or dynamically as a current. 2 the branch of 
physics dealing with electricity. 3 a supply of elec- 
tric current for heating, lighting, etc. 4 a state of 
heightened emotion; excitement, tension. 

electric ray 7. any of several fish of the ray family 
Torpedindae which can give an electric shock (see 
RAYS), 

electric shock 7. the effect of a sudden discharge 
of electricity on a person or animal. 

electric storm 7. a violent disturbance of the elec- 
trical condition of the atmosphere, 

electrify «1 (-ies, -ied) 1 charge (a body) with 
electricity. 2 convert to the use of electric power. 
3 cause sudden excitement in. 0 electrification n. 

electro- comb. form of, relating to, or caused by elec- 
tricity (electrocute; electromagnet). 

electrocardiogram 7. a record traced by an elec- 
trocardiograph. 

electrocardiograph 7. an instrument recording 
the electric currents generated by a heartbeat. 
0 electrocardiographic adj. electrucardio- 
graphy 7. 

electroconvulsive adj. (of a therapy) employing 
the application of electric shocks to the brain. 
which induces a convulsion, as in some treatments 
for mental illness. 

electrocute v./. 1 kill by electricity (as a form of 
capital punishment). 2 cause the death of by elec- 
tric shock. 0 electrocution 7. 

electrode 7. a conductor through which electricity 
enters or leaves an clectrolyte, gas, vacuum, etc. 
> BA ERY, MCCTROPLATE, [based on Greek hodos ‘way’] 

electrodynamics 7.j/. (usu. treated as sig) the 
study of electricity in motion, o electrodynamic 
ad). 


infra-red 


lelevision tweares 


microwaves 


visible 
light 
spectrum ‘Af 


myible lreeht 


electron beam 


electroencephalogram 7. a record traced by an 
electroencephalograph. 

electroencephalograph 2. an instrument record- 
ing the electrical activity of the brain. 
5 electroencephalography 2. 

electrolyse v7, (US -yze) subject to or treat by elec- 
trolysis. 0 electrolyser n. 

electrolysis 7. 1 Chem. the decomposition of a 
substance by the application of an electric current. 
> execrropiare. 2 Surgery this process applied to the 
destruction of tumours, hair-roots, etc. O elec- 
trolytic adj. electrolytically adv. 

electrolyte 7. 1 a liquid which contains ions and 
can be decomposed by electrolysis, esp. that 
present in a battery. > parrery, eLecrRoprate. 2 (usu. 
in pl.) Physiol. the ionized or ionizable constituents 
of a living cell, blood, etc. {based on Greek dutos 
‘released’ | 

electromagnet 7. a sofi metal core made into a 
magnet by the passage of electric current through 
a coil surrounding it. > MRI, RECEIVER 

electromagnetic adj. having both an electrical 
and a magnetic character or properties. 0 electro- 
magnetically adv. 

electromagnetic radiation 7. ¥ a kind of radia- 
tion including visible light, radio waves, gamma 
rays, X-rays, etc., in which electric and magnetic 
fields vary simultaneously. 

electromagnetism 7. 1 ¥ the magnetic forces 
produced by electricity. 2 the study of this. 


electric current flow magnetic force field 


battery 


ELECTROMAGNEFTISM: DEMONSTRATION O1 
NING NICEISAY PRODUCED BY ELECTRIC CURKENT 


electromechanical adj. relating to the application 
of electricity to mechanical processes, devices, etc. 

electrometer /i-lck-trom-i-ter/ 7. an instrument 
for measuring electrical potential without drawing 
any current from the circuit. o electrometric ad). 
electrometry 7. 

electromotive ad. producing or tending to 
produce an electric current. 

electromotive force 7. a difference in potential 
that tends to give rise to an electric current. 

electron 7. a stable subatomic particle with a 
charge of negative electricity, found in all atoms 
and acting as the primary carrier of electricity in 
solids. & avom 

electron beam 1. a stream of electrons in a gas 01 
vacuum, & MONIOR 


_ ultramolet Aa. 


wavelength of electromagnetic wary 


TYPES OF ELEC TROMAGNET 1 
RADIALPTON 


Dy] 


electron gun 


electron gun v. a device for producing a narrow 
stream of electrons from a heated cathode. > tev 
VISION 

electronic «adj. 1 a produced by or involving the 
flow of electrons. b of or relating to electrons or 
electronics. 2 (of a device) using electronic compo- 
nents. 3 relating to or carried out by means of a 
computer or other electronic device (electronic shop- 
ping). 0 electronically adv. 

electronica 7. 1 a popular style of music deriving 
from techno and rave and having a more ambient, 
esoteric, or cerebral quality. 2 electronic devices or 
technology considered collectively. 

electronic mail 7. 1 messages distributed by elec- 
tronic means esp. from one computer system to one 
or more recipients. 2 the electronic mail system. 

electronic publishing 7. the publishing of books 
etc. in machine-readable form rather than on 
paper. 

electronics 7.//. 1 (treated as sing) the branch of 
physics and technology concerned with the behay- 
iour and movement of electrons in a vacuum, gas, 
semiconductor, etc. 2 (treated as p/.) the circuits 
used in this. 

electron lens n. a device for focusing a stream of 
electrons by means of electric or magnetic fields. 

electron microscope 1. a microscope with high 
magnification and resolution, employing electron 
beams in place of light. 

electron pair 7. 1 Chem. two electrons in the same 
orbital in an atom or molecule. 2 Payyics an electron 
and a positron produced in a high-energy reaction. 

electronvolt 1. a unit of energy equal to the work 
done on an electron in accelerating it through a 
potential difference of one volt. 

electrophoresis /1-lek-troh-{6-ree-sis/ n. Physics 
& Chem. the movement of charged particles in a 
fluid or gel under the influence of an electric held. 
[based on Greek phoresis “being carried’) 0 elec- 
trophoretic adj. 

electroplate e 7/7, ¥ coat by electrolyuc deposition 
with chromium, silver, etc. @ n. electroplated arti- 
cles. Oo electroplater n. 


negatively 
charged 
electrode 


positively- 
charged 
electrode 


rotating 4— 4 
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electroporation 7. Biu/, the action or process of 
introducing DNA or chromosomes into the cells of 
bacteria cte. using a pulse of electricity to open the 
pores in the cell membranes briefly. [based on 
Greek fora passage, pore’ ] 

electroscope ¥, an instrument for detecting anc 
measuring electricity. esp. as an indication of the 
ionization of air by racioactivity. & siari 
CEE 


LC TRI 


electro-shock a/trih.adj. (of medical treatment) by 
means of electric shocks 

electrostatic ij. ol or relating to stationary elec- 
tric charges or eclectrostalics 

electrostatics 1. the study of stationary clectri 
charges or fields as opposed to electric currents. 

electrostatic units 7./)/. a systens of units based 
primarily on the forces between clectric charges 


Wty? 


ELEPHANT 


The Indian and African elephants are two 
of the three surviving species of the order 
Proboscidea (meaning animals with a 


twin-domed large pinna _- convex flat > pred ‘ 
forehead hitch forehead RHF Bris 
tusk 
tusk (upper 


(upper 


incisor) . 


incisor) e 


elision 


proboscis or trunk). Elephants are herbivo- 
rous, highly intelligent, and ¢xtremely social, 
living in matriarchal herds. 

concave back 


proboscis 
(trunk) 
) . 
| 2 lips 
| proboscis 
| (trunk) | 5 toenails 4 toenails 4 toenatls 3 toenatls 
INDIAN ELEPHANT (Elephas maximus) AFRIGAN ELEPHANT (Loxodonta africana) 

| — =~ 
electrotechnology 7. the science of the — esp. the limbs, due to lymphatic obstruction by a 


application of electricity in technology. a elec- 
trotechnical ad). 

electrotherapy 7. the treatment of diseases by the 
use of electricity. 

electrotype e w./7, copy by the electrolytic deposi- 
tion of copper on a mould, esp. for printing, @ n. a 
copy so formed, 

elegant ad. 1 graceful. 2 tasteful, refined. 3 (of a 
mode of life etc.) of refined luxury, 4 ingeniously 
simple and pleasing. 5 L'S excellent. [from Latin 
elegant- discriminating] 0 elegance x. elegantly 
adi. 

elegiac @ ad. 1 jof a metre) used for elegies. 
2 mournful. @ 7. (in fl, verses in an elegiac metre. 
O elegiacally adi. 

elegize v. (also -ise) 1 inir (often foll. by upon write 
an elegy. 2 wir write ina mournful strain. 3 é write 
an elegy upon. 0 elegist x. 

elegy 1. (pl. -ies) 1 a song of lament, esp. for the 
dead. 2 a poem in elegiac metre. [from Greek elegos 
‘mournful poem’ ] 

element 7, 1 a component part; a contributing 
factor. 2 Chem. & Physics any of the substances that 
cannot be resolved by chemical means into simpler 
substances, 3 a any of the four substances (earth, 
water, air, and fire) in ancient and medieval philo- 
sophy. b a being’s natural abode or environment. 
4 a resistance wire that heats up in an clectric 
heater, cooker, etc. 5 (in pl.) atmospheric agencies, 


esp. wind and storm. 6 (in fl.) the rudiments of 


learning or of a branch of knowledge. 7 (in p/.) the 
bread and wine of the Eucharist. 8 .\Vath. & Loa an 
entity that is a single member of a set. O in (or out 
of ) one’s element in (or out of ) one’s accustomed 
or preferred surroundings. [from Latin elementum| 

elemental ad. 1 of the four elements. 2 of the 
powers of nature (elemental worship). 3 comparable to 
a force of nature (elemental grandeur: elemental tumult). 
4 uncompounded (elemental oxygen). 5 essential. 

elementary aq. 1 a dealing with the simplest facts 
of a subject. b simple. 2 Chem, not decomposable. 

elementary particle 7. a subatomic particle, esp. 
one not known to be decomposable into simpler 
particles. 

elementary school 1, 1 Bri/, his! a school in which 
primary instruction is given, 2 .\. Amer, a primary 
school for usu. the first six or eight grades. 

elephant ». (//. same or elephants) & the largest 
living land ammal, of which three species survive, the 
African (Lovodonta africana), the African Forest 
Lovodonta cyclotis) and the Indian (Elephas maximus), all 
with a trunk and long curved ivory tusks. [from 
Greek elephas-antoy ‘ivory. elephant’] o elephantoid 
ad) 

elephantiasis 7. gross cnlargement of the body. 


nematode parasite transmitted by mosquitoes. 

elephantine ad. 1 of elephants. 2 a huge. 
b clumsy, unwieldy, 

elevate 1/7 1 bring to a higher position. 2 raise, lift. 
3 exalt in rank etc. 4 (usu. as elevated adj.) raise 
morally or intellectually (elevated style). [based on 
Latin elevatus ‘raised’ 

elevation n. 1 a the process of elevating or being 
elevated. b the angle with the horizontal, esp. of a 
gun or of the direction of a cclestial object. ¢ the 
height above a given level, esp. sea level. d a high 
position. 2 aa drawing or diagram made by projec- 
tion on a vertical plane (cf. pian n. 2). b a flat 
drawing of the front, Side, or back of a house ete. 
3 Ballet a the capacity of a dancer to attain height 
in springing movements. b the action of tightening 
the muscles and uplifting the body. a elevational 
adj. (in sense 2), a 

elevator 2. 1 a hoisting machine. 2 Aeron. the 
movable part of a tailplane for changing the pitch 
of an aircraft. & virckit. 3. Amer a = iri n, 3a. 
b a place for lifimg and storing quantities of grain. 

eleven e 7. 1 one more than ten. 2 a symbol for this 
(11, xi, XI). 3 a size etc. denoted by eleven. 
4 cleven o'clock. 5 a set or team of eleven indivi- 
duals. @ adj. that amount to cleven. [Old English] 

elevenfold ad. & ady. 1 cleven times as much or as 
many. 2 consisting of eleven parts. 

elevenses 7. (usu. treated as pl.) Brit. collog. light 
refreshment taken about 11 a.m. 

eleventh e 7. 1 the position in a sequence corres- 
ponding to the number 11 in the sequence 1 11. 
2 something occupying this position. 3 one of eleven 
equal parts of a thing. @ adj. that is the eleventh. 
0 the eleventh hour the last possible moment. 

elf n. (pi. elves) 1 a mythological being, esp. onc 
that is small and mischievous. 2 a sprite or litle 
creature, [Old English] 0 elfish adj. elvish ad). 

elfin adj. of elves; elflike. 

elf-lock 7. a tangled mass of hair. 

elicit v,/: (elicited, eliciting) 1 draw out, evoke (an 
admission, response, etc.). 2 draw forth (what is 
latent), [based on Latin elicitus ‘drawn forth’| 
0 elicitation /. elicitor 1. 

elide w/z, omit (a vowel or syllable) by clision, [from 
Latin elidere “to crush’ | 

eligible ad. 1 {it or entitled to be chosen (eligible fan 
a rebate). 2 desirable or suitable, esp. as a partner in 
marriage, [from Late Latin eligibilis| 0 eligibility n. 

eliminate ¢./; 1 remove, get rid of 2 exclude from 
consideration; ignore as irrelevant. 3 exclude trom 
further participation in a competition ete. on defeat. 
[based on Latin limen “threshold’| 0 eliminable adj. 
elimination 1. eliminator 1. eliminatory adj. 

elision 7. 1 the omission of a vowel or syllable in 


elite 


pronouncing (as in 7m, let’s, @ en). 2 the omission of 
a passage in a book etc. [related to rune} 

elite 1. (also élite) 1 (prec. by the) the best of a 
group. 2 a select group or class. [from French] 

elitism 7. (also élitism) 1 advocacy of or reliance 
on leadership or dominance by a select group. 2 a 
sense of belonging to an elite. a elitist n. G ad). 
(also elitist). 

elixir 7. 1 a a preparation supposedly able to 
change metals into gold. b (in full elixir of life) a 
preparation supposedly able to prolong life inde- 
finitely. ¢ a supposed remedy for all ills. 2 Pharm. an 
aromatic solution used as a medicine or flavouring. 
[from Arabic al-iksir] 

Elizabethan e adj. of the time of Queen Elizabeth 
I (1558 -1603) or of Queen Elizabeth II (1952-). 
@ 7. a person of the time of Queen Elizabeth I or II. 

elk 7. (pl. same or elks) 1 a large deer, Alces alces, of 
northern Eurasia and N. America. 2 \. Amer a 
wapiti. [Middle English] 

ell x. hist. a former measure of length, 
about 45 inches. [Old English] ellipse 

ellipse 7. > a regular oval, traced by We 
a point moving in a plane so that the 
sum of its distances from two other 
points is constant, or resulting when 
a cone is cut by an oblique plane 
which does not intersect the base. 
{from Greek ellespsis “defect’] 

ellipsis 7. (also ellipse) (//. ellipses /- 
seez/) 1 the omission from a sentence of 
words needed to complete the construc- 
tion or sense. 2 a sct of three dots cte. 
indicating an omission. 

ellipsoid 7. a solid of which all the plane sections 
normal to one axis are circles and all the other 
plane sections are ellipses. 0 ellipsoidal ad). 

elliptic adj. (also elliptical) of, relating to, or 
havmg the form of an ellipse or ellipsis. [from 
Greek eleptikos “defectve’] o elliptically ade. 

, ellipticity v. 
elm 1. 1 (also elm tree) 
4 any trec of the genus 

‘Ulmus, with rough  ser- 

rated leaves. 2 (in full 

elmwood) the wood of 

the elm. [Old English] 
oelmy ad. 

El Nimo 7. » an irregularly 


cone . 


base 


serrated leaf . 


climatic changes affecting the Pacific 
region. [Spanish, ‘the Christ child’, so 
called because the characteristic sign of 
an E] Nino is the appearance of unusu- 

ELM ally warm, nutrient-poor water off 
Ulmusx northern Peru and Ecuador 
hollandwa; Chiyistmas tine] 


around 


elocution 7». 1 the art of clear and 

expressive speech, esp. of distinct pronunciation 
and aruculation. 2 a particular style of speaking. 
[from Latin ¢locutio ‘speaking out’] G elocutionary 
adj, elocutionist 7. 

elongate «ir: lengthen, prolong, [based on Late Latin 
elongatus ‘removed to a distance’] 0 elongation n. 

elongated adj. 1 jong in relation to its width. 2 that 
has been made longex. 

elope v.inir run away to marry secretly. [froin 
Anglo-French a/oper| 0 elopement pn. 


eloquence 7. 1 fluent and effective use of 
language. 2 rhetoric. 
eloquent adj. 1 possessing or showing eloquence. 


2 (often foll. by of) clearly expressive or indicative. 
[from Latin eloqueni- ‘speaking out’] a eloquently 
adv. 

else adv. 1 besides (nowhere else; who else). 2 mstead 
(what else could I say?). 3 otherwise; if not (run, (or) else 
you will be fale) {Old English] 

elsewhere dv. in or to some other place. 


ELLIPSE 


occurring and complex cycle of” 


elucidate v/ throw light on; explain. [based on 
Late Latin eluezdatus ‘made bright’) 0 elucidation 
n. elucidatory adj. 

elude w./7, 1 escape adroitly from (a danger, difficulty, 
etc.). 2 avoid compliance with {a law, request, etc.) 
or fulfilment of (an obligation). 3 (of a fact, solu- 
tion, etc.) escape from or baffle (a person’s memory 
or understanding). [from Latin e/udere] 

elusive adj. 1 difficult to find or catch. 2 difficult to 
remember or recall. 3 (of an answer etc.) avoiding 
the point raised. 0 elusively adz. elusiveness /. 

elver 7. a young eel. [variant of eel fare ‘a brood of 
young eels’ 

elves fi. of rr. 

elvish see tr. 

Elysium 1. 1 (also Elysian Fields) (in Greek 
mythology) the abode of the blessed after death. 
2 a place or state of ideal happiness. [from Greek 
Elusion (pedion) ‘abode of the blessed’] o Elysian aq). 

elytron /el-i-tron/ n. (p/. elytra) each of the two 
wing-cases of a beetle. > seerze. [from Greek elutron 
‘sheath’] 
em 71. Printing 1 a unit for measuring the amount of 
printed matter in a line, usually equal to the nomi- 

nal width of capital M. 2 a unit of measurement 


‘\ equal to 12 points. [name of the letter A/] 


em pron. collog. tiem (let ‘em all come). [originally 
a form of Middle English hem (to) them’ 
\  emaciate v./7. (esp. as emaciated adj.) make 
\ abnormally thin or feeble. (based on Latin 
macies ‘leanness’| O emaciation 7. 
email (also e-mail, @ 71. = LLC PRONIC MAIL. @ afi 
1 send email to (a person). 2 send by email. 
emanate ». 1 wilz (of an idea, rumour, etc.) 
issue, originate. 2 imix (of gas, ight, etc.) proceed, issue. 
3 f emit; sencl forth. [based on Latin emanatus ‘flowed 
ou] 
emanation 7. 1 the act or process of emanating. 
2 somefhing that emanates from a source. 
emancipate 7./ 1 free from restraint, esp. legal, 
social, or political. 2 (usu. as emancipated az). 
cause to be less inhibited by moral or social conven- 
tion. 3 free from slavery. [based on Latin emancipatus 
‘released (from control)’] 0 emancipation 7. 
emancipator . emancipatory ad). 


build up of 


warm wate) 


weakened trade 
winds , 


a 


| allt 
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1 suppressed 
cool wale) 


warm eastward 
yea current 


emasculate e 7:7, 1 deprive of force or vigour; make 
feeble or ineffective, 2 castrate. @ ad. 1 deprived of 
force or vigour, 2 castrated. 3 effeminate. [from 
Latin emasculaius “castrated’| 0 emasculation n. 

embalm »./. 1 preserve (a corpse) from decay. 
2 preserve from oblivion. 3 give balmy fragrance 
to. {from Old French embaumer| 0 embalmer n. 

embank 7.7, shut in or confine (a river etc.) with an 
aruficial bank. 

embankment ». an carth or stone bank for keep- 
ing back water, or for carrymg a road or railway. 

embargo e 77. (/)/. -oes) 1 an order of a state forlid- 


embrasure 


ding foreign ships to enter, or any ships to leave, its 
ports. 2 an official suspension of commerce or 
other activity (be under an embargo). 3 an impediment. 
e wf (-oes, -oed) 1 place under an embargo. 
2 seize (a ship, goods) for state service. [Spanish, 
from embargar ‘to arrest | 

embark ». 1 i. @ intr. put or go on board a ship or 
aircraft. 2 intr (foll. by on, upon) engage in an activ- 
ity or undertaking [from French embarquer] 
ao embarkation 7. (in sense 1). 

embarrass 1/7, 1 cause (a person) to feel awkward 
or ashamed. 2 (as embarrassed adj.) encumbered 
with debts. 3 hamper, impede. [from Itahan 
imbarrare ‘to bar in’] 0 embarrassedly ade. 
embarrassingly adv. embarrassment 7. 

embassy 7. (//. -ies) 1 a the residence or offices of 
an ambassador. b the ambassador and _ staff 
attached to an embassy. 2 a deputation to a foreign 
country. [from medieval Latin ambasciata| 

embattle »,/z, 1 a set in battle array. b fortify against 
attack. 2 provide with battlements. 3 (as embat- 
tled adj.) a prepared or arrayed for battle. 
b involved in a conflict or difficult undertaking. 

embed v7, (also imbed) (-bedded, -bedding) 
1 (esp. as embedded adj.) {ix firmly in a surround- 
ing mass (embedded in concrete). 2 (of a mass) surrouncl 
so as to fix firmly. c embedment n. 

embellish »./; 1 beautify, adorn. 2 add interest to (a 
narrative) with fictitious additions. [from Old 
French embellu| O embellishment n. 

ember 7. (usu. in pi.) a small piece of glowing coal 
or wood in a dying fire. [Old English] 

Ember days n.p/. any of the days traditionally 
reserved for fasting and prayer in the Christian 
Church, now associated with ordinations. [Old 
Enelish| 

embezzle v./7. (also adyo/.) divert (funds) fraudulently 
to one’s own use. [based on Old French besillier ‘to 
maltreat’] 0 embezzlement n. embezzler 1. 

embitter ./, 1 arouse bitter feelings in (a person). 
2 make more bitter or painful. 3 render (a person 
or feclings) hostile. oO embitterment n. 


emblazon v./, 1 a portray conspicuously. b adorn 
(a shield) with heraldic devices. 2 adorn brightly 
and conspicuously. 3 celebrate, extol. 

emblem 1. 1 a symbol or representation typifying 
or identifying an institution, quality, ete. 2 (foll. by 
of } (of a person) the type (the very emblem of courage). 
3 a heraldic device or symbolic object as a distine- 
tive badge. © instuniy, [from Greek emblema 
‘insertion’ | 0 emblematic «ad. emblematical ad). 
emblematically adv. 

emblematize 1/7 (also -ise) 1 serve as an emblem 
of. 2 represent by an emblem. 

embody ..//. (-ies, -ied) 1 give a concrete or 
discernible form to {an idea etc.). 2 (of a thing or 
person) be an expression of (an idea etc.). 3 express 
tangibly (courage embodied in herow actions). 4 include, 
comprise. G embodiment »i. 

embolden »./, make bold; encourage. 

embolism 7. A/fed. an obstruction of an artery by a 
clot of blood, air bubble, etc. [Middle English in 
sense ‘intercalation’, from Greck] 

embolus 7. (//. emboli) an object causing an 
embolism. [Latin, literally “piston’| 

emboss 1/7, 1 carve or mould in rehet: 2 form 
figures ete. so that they stand out on (a surface) 
3 make protuberant. [ftom Old French| 

embrace e 2/1 a hold (a person) closely in the 
arms. b (absol., of two people) hold each other 
closely. 2 clasp, enclose. 3 accept eagerly (an offer, 
opportuuity, ete.). 4 adopt (a course of action. 
doctrine, cause, etc.}. 3 include, comprise. 6 take in 
with the eye or mind. @ 7. an act of embracing: 
holding in the arms. [from Old French embracer| 
O embraceable adj. embracement 7. 
bracer 1. 


em- 


embrasure #. 1 the bevelling of a wall at the sides 
of a door or window, 2 a small opening in a parapet 
of a fortified building. [vench] a embrasured ai/j 


embrocation 


empty 


embrocation 2. a liquid rubbed on the body to , emetic /i-met-ik/ e adj. that causes vomiting. 


relieve muscular pain etc. [based on Greek embrokhe 
‘louon | 

embroider »v/7, 1 (also ahsol.) a decorate (cloth etc.) 
with needlework. b create (a design) in this way. 2 add 
interest to (a narrative) with fictitious additions. 
[based on Old French dbrouder] o embroiderer n. 

embroidery 2. (//. -ies) 1 the art of embroidering. 
2 embroidered work. 3 unnecessary or extravagant 
ornament; elaboration. 

embroil «./7 (often foll. by wth) involve (a person) in 
conflict or difficulties. [from French embroucller| 
dD embroilment ». 

embryo 7. (//. -os) 1 a an unborn or unhatched 
offspring. > ecc. b ¥ a human offspring in the first 
eight weeks from conception. 2 a rudimentary 
plant in a seed. 3 a thing in a rudimentary stage. 
4 (attrib) undeveloped, immature. 0 in embryo 
undeveloped. [from Greek embruon ‘foetus’ | 
a embryonal ad. embryonic ad. embryon- 
ically ad. 
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embryology 7. the study of embryos. 0 embryo- 
logic ad). embryological adj. embryologically 
adv. embryologist 7. 

emcee collog. @ n. a master of ceremonies or 
compére. e@ ulz G ini. (emcees, emceed, 
compere. [the letters WC] 

emend 7:/), edit (a text etc.) to remove errors and 
corruptions. [from Latin emendare| OQ emendation 
n, emendatory ad). 

emerald e 7. 1 a bright green precious stone. 
D> orm, marr, 2 (1n full emerald green) the colour 
of this. @ adj. (in full emerald green; hyphenated 
when atirh.) bright green. [from Greek smaragdos] 

Emerald Isle ». /i/evary Ireland. 

emerge @.inir. {often foll. by from) 1 come up or out 
into view. 2 (of facts. circumstances, etc.) become 
known. 3 become recognized or prominent (emerged 
as @ leading contender. 4 (of a question. difficulty, ete. 
become apparent. [from Latin emergere] O emer- 
gence /. 

emergency 7. (//. -ies) 1 a sudden state of danger, 
conflict. ete.. requiring immechate action. 2 a 
medical condition or patient requiring immediate 
treatment. 3 (altr2b.) for use in an emergency 
gency exit). {from medieval Latin emergentia] 

emergent ad. 1 becoming apparent: emerging: 
2:of a nation; newly formed or made independent. 

emeritus (id). 
an honour 
‘deserved’ | 

emery 7. a coarse corundum used for polishing 
nictal ete. [from Greck yds “polishing powder’ | 

emery board x. i strip of thin wood or board 
coated with emery or another 
nail file. 


che 


and retaining one’s Utle as 


{Latin, literally 


reured 


(emeritis professor). 


abrasive, used as a 

emery paper ?). (also emery cloth: paper or Cloth 
covered with emery, used lor polishiny or cle 
metals ete. 


“anne 


uy 


@ n. an emetic medicine. [from Greek emetikos| 

EMF abéy. 1 (usu. emf) electromotive force. 2 elec- 
tromagnetc field(s). 

emigrant @ 7. a person who emigrates. @ adj. 
emigrating. 

emigrate ¢/n/r. leave one’s own country to settle in 
another. [based on Latin emigratus ‘migrated out’| 
oO emigration 7. 

émigré /em-i-gray/ 7. (also emigre) an emigrant, 
esp. a political exile. [French] 

eminence 7. 1 distinction; recognized superiority. 
2. a piece of rising ground. 3 (Eminence) a title of 
a cardinal (Your Eminence, His Eminence). 

éminence grise /em-i-nahnss greez/ n. (pl. 
éminences grises pyonunc. same) a person who 
exercises power or influence without holding office. 
[French, literally “grey eminence’: originally 
applied to Cardinal Richclieu’s grey-cloaked 
private secretary, Pere Joseph, 1577 1638} 

eminent adj. 1 distinguished, notable. 2 (of quali- 
ties) remarkable in degree. [from Latin eminent- 
jutung’| O eminently ad? 

emir /cm-eer/ n. a title of various Muslim rulers. 
[from Arabic “ami7] 

emirate 7. the rank, domain, or reign of an emir. 

emissary 7”. (///. -ies) a person sent on a diplomatic 
mission. [from Latin eméssarius ‘scout’] 

emission 7. 1 (often foll. by of ) the process or an act 
of emitting, 2 a thing emitted. [from Latin emissio| 

emit ¢/ (emitted, emitting) - Se out (heat, 
light, vapour, ete.). 2 utter (a cry etc.). [from Latin 
miter | 

Emmental /em-én-tahl/ 7. (also Emmenthal) a 
kind of hard Swiss cheese with many holes in it, 
similar to Gruyére. > cHiesr. [from Emmental, 
valley in Switzerland| 

emmer 7. ® a kind of wheat, 
Triticum dicoccum, grown mainly for 
fodder, [from Old High German 
amer “spelt’} 

emollient e adj. that softens or 
soothes the skin. @ 2. an emollient 
substance. [from Latin emollent- 
‘softeing’ | 0 emollience n. 


emolument 7. a salary or fee 


from employment or office. 
4 ¢ EMMER 
{from Latin emolumenium| ae 
‘i ae tid oe (Triticum 
emote rir collog. show excessive dicgceym) 
emotion. 


emoticon /. ¥ a representation of a facial expres- 
sion such as a smile, formed with keyboarel 
characters and used in electronic communications 
to convey the writer's feelings. [blend of tacrion 
and icon} 


i] & 5 


EMOTICON: SHOWING HAPPY. SAD. WINKING 


emotion 7. I a strong mental or instinctive feching 
such as love or fear. 2 emotional intensity or sensi- 
bility (Ae spoke with emotion). [varlicr in sense ‘agitauion 
of the mind’, from French] 0 emotionless ad). 

emotional ad. 1 of or relating to the emouons. 
2 of a person) easily affected by or readily display- 
ing emotion. 3 expressing or based on emotion (an 
emotional appeal). 4 arousing emotion (an emotional 
woue. O emotionalism 7. emotionality 1. 
emotionalize ¢./r (also -ise). emotionally adv. 

emotive ad. 1 of or characterized by emotion. 
2 arousing emouon. 3 arousing feeling; not purely 
descriptive. 0 emotively adi emotivity rn. 


4 Usage \Ithough the senses of emotive and 
emotional overlap, e.g both an emotive issue and an 
emotional issue are common, emotive should not be 
used of people to mean “emotional’. [tis wrong to 
say He iy an emotive person unless what is meant is that 
he arouses coven in others, and it is similarly 


Incorrect to say The } y ree te ud emolti rely. 


empanel 


emperor 7. 


emperor penguin 7. > the 


emphasis 2. (//, emphases) 


utr (also impanel) (-panelled, 
-panelling; U/S -paneled, -paneling) enrol or 
enter on a panel (those eligible for jury service). 
Oo empanelment 7. © 


empathize vinir. (also -ise) Ps sychol. (usu. foll. by 


with) exercise empathy. 


empathy 1. Psychol. the power of identifying oneself 


mentally with a person or object. [translation of 
German Einfiihlung| 0 empathetic ad. empa- 
thetically adv. empathic adj. empathically ad». 
the sovereign of 
empire. [from Latin wnperator] 
0 emperorship 7. 


an 


largest kind of penguin, 
Aplenodytes forsten, of the 
Antarcuc, & PENGUIN 


1 special importance or 
prominence attached to a 
thing, fact, idea, etc. (emphases 
on economy). 2 stress laid on a 
word or words to indicate 
special meaning or impor- 
tance. 3 vigour or inte nsity 
of expression, feeling, 
action, etc. [based on Greek 
emphainein ‘to exhibit’| 


emphasize vf. (also -ise) 


1 bring (a thing, fact, etc.) 


into special prommence. EMPEROR PENGUIN 
2 lay stress on (a word in — (Aptenodytes forsterz) 
speaking}. 


emphatic ad. 1 (of language, tone, or gesture) 


forcibly expressive. 2 (of words); a bear- ing the 
stress. b used to give emphasis. 3 expressing oneself 
with emphasis. 0 emphatically adu. 
emphysema -/em-fi-see-ma/ 7. enlarge- 
ment of the air sacs of the lungs causing 
breathlessness. [from Greek emphuséma] 
empire 7. 1 an extensive group of states 
or countries under a single authority. 
2 supreme dominion. 3 a large commer- 
; cial organization etc. owned or directed by 
j one person or group. [from Latin wmperium| 
empire builder 7. a person who deliber- 
ately acquires extra territory, authority, etc. 
0 empire building 2. 
empirical ad. based or acting on observa- 
tion or experiment, not on theory. 
Dempirically adv. 
emplacement 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
putting in position. 2 a platform or defended posi- 
tion for a gun. 
employ «(7 1 use the services of (a person) in return 
for payment. 2 (often toll. by for, im, on) use (a thing, 
time, energy, etc.) esp. to good effect. 3 (often foll. 
by m) keep (a person) occupied. 0 in the employ 
of employed by. [based on Latin omplicari ‘to be 
involved’| 0 employable adj. employability 7. 
employer n. 
employee nn. (US also employe) a 
employed for wages or salary, 
employment ». 1 the act of employing or the state 
of being employed. 2 a person’s regular trade or 
profession. 
employment office 1. (formerly employment 
exchange) esp. Bri/. a government office finding 
work for the unemployed. 
emporium 7. (//. emporia or -ums) 1 a large 
shop selling a wide variety of goods. 2 a centre of 
commerce, a market. [from Greek emponon| 
empower «(7 (foll. by fo + infin.) 1 authorize, 
license. 2 give power to; make able. G empower- 
ment . 


person 


empress 7”. 1 the wife or widow of an emperor. 2 a 
woman emperor. 

empty e «d. (emptier, emptiest) 1 containing 
nothing. 2 (of a house ete.) unoccupied or unfur- 
nished. 3 fof a transport vehicle ete.) without a 
load, passengers, etc. 4 a meaningless, hollow, 


empty-handed 


insincere (empty threats). b without substance or 
purpose (an empty existence). 5 collog. hungry. @ v. 
(-ies, -ied) 1 4 remove the contents of. 2 #7 (often 
foll. by into) transfer (the contents of a container). 
3 ini, become empty. 4 imé (usu. foll. by mio) (of a 
river) discharge itself. @ n. (pl. -ies) collog. an empty 
container. [Old English] 0 emptily adv. empti- 
ness 7. 

empty-handed aj. (usu. predic.) 1 bringing or 
taking nothing. 2 having achieved or obtained 
nothing, 

empty-headed adj. foolish; lacking common sense. 

empurple v./, 1 make purple or red. 2 make angry. 

em rule 7. Bri. a long dash used in punctuation. 

EMS add7, European Monetary System. 

EMU abéx, economic and monetary union (of the 
EC); European monetary union. 

emu 7. a large flightless bird, Dromaius novaehollanduae, 
native to Australia. [from Portuguese ema] 

emulate 2./7. 1 try to equal or excel. 2 imitate zeal- 
ously. 3 Computing reproduce the function or action 
of (a different computer or software system). [based 
on Latin aemulatus ‘rivailed’] O emulation 2. 
emulative adj. emulator n. 

emulsifier 7. any substance that stabilizes an emul- 
sion, esp. one added to processed foods. 

emmulsify ir. (-ies, -ied) convert into an emulsion. 
Oo emulsifiable adj. emulsification n. 

emulsion e 7. 1 a fine dispersion of one liquid in 


another, esp. as paint, medicine, etc. 2 a mixture of 


a silver compound suspended in gelatin etc. for 
coating photographic plates or films. 3 Bri/. = i:mui- 
SION PAINT. @ vf, Brit. paint with emulsion paint. 
[from modern Latin emulsio| 

emulsion paint 7. a paint consisting of an emul- 
sion of resin in water. 

en 7. Printing a unit of measurement equal to half an 
em. {name of the letter \] 

enable »./. 1 (foll. by /o + infin.) give (a person etc.) 
the means or authority to do something. 2 make 
possible. 3 esp. Computing make {a device) oper- 
ational: switch on. G enablement n. enabler 1. 

enact 2/7, 1 a (ofien foll. by that + clause) ordain, 
decree. b make (a hill etc.) law. 2 play (a part or 
scene on stage or in life). 0 enactive ad). 


enactment 7. 1 a law enacied. 2 the process of 


enacting. 
enamel e 7. 1 ¥ a glasslike opaque ornamental or 
preservative coating on metal etc. 2 a a smooth 


hard coating, b = ENAMNI. KINI. © a Cosmetic simulat~* 


ing this. 3 the hard coating of a tooth. > jooin, 4a 
work of art done in enainel. @ v./r (enamelled, 
enamelling, US enameled, enameling) inlay 
or encrust (a metal etc.) with enamel. [from Anglo- 
French enameler| 0 enameller n. enamelwork 7. 


ENAMEL: | 3° VH-CENTURY 
ENAMELLED PORCELAIN MOSQUE LAMP 


enamel paint n. a paint that dries to give a smooth 
hard coat. 

enamour /i-nam-er/ vf, (US enamor) (usu. in 
passive; foll. by of) 1 inspire with love or liking. 
2 charm, delight. [from Old French enamourer| 

enantiomer 7. Cem. a molecule that is the mirror 
image of another. 0 enantiomeric ad). 

en bloc /ahn blok/ adv. in a block; all at the same 
tame; wholesale. [French] 

enc. var. of ENC1. 

encamp w./; © intr, 1 settle in a military camp. 
2 lodge in the open in tents. 

encampment 7. a place where troops etc. are 
encamped. 

encapsulate v./, 1 enclose in or as in a capsule. 
2 summarize; express the essential features of. 
Oo encapsulation 7. 

encase v./7, 1 put into a case. 2 surround as with a 
case. BD encasement u. 

encash vf, Bri. convert (bills etc.) into cash. 
oO encashable adj. encashment 7. 

encaustic e adj. 1 (in painting, ceramics, etc.) using 
pigments mixed with hot wax, which are burned in 
as an inlay, 2 (of bricks and tiles) inlaid with differ- 
ently coloured clays burnt in. @ 7. I the art of 
encaustic painting, 2 a painting done with this tech- 
nique. [from Greek egkaustikos] 

encephalitis 7. inflammation of the 
0 encephalitic adj. 

encephalo- comb. form brain. [from Greek egkphalos 
‘brain’ | 

encephalogram 7. an X-ray photograph of the 
brain. 


brain. 


encephalograph 7. an instrument for recording 
the electrical activity of the brain. 

encephalopathy 7. (jl. -ies) a disease of the 
brain. 

enchain wr, 1 fetter. 2 hold fast (the attention etc.). 
[from French enchainer| 0 enchainment 7. 

enchant w./7 1 charm, delight. 2 bewitch. [from 
Latin incantare ‘to chant, charm’| o enchantedly 
adv. enchanting adj. enchantingly ad:. enchant- 
ment 

enchanter 7. (/e7. enchantress) a person who 
enchants, esp. by supposed use of magic. 

enchilada /en-chi-lah-da/ x. a tortilla with chill 
sauce and usu. a fillmg, esp. meat. [Lain American 
Spanish, literally ‘seasoned with chilli’ 

encipher w/z convert into coded form using a 
cipher. 0 encipherment 7. 

encircle 2/7, 1 (usu. foll. by wth} surround, encom- 
pass. 2 form a circle round. 0 encirclement ». 

encl. abby. (also enc.) 1 enclosed. 2 enclosure. 

enclave 7. a portion of territory of one state 
surrounded by territory of another or others, as 
viewed by the surrounding territory. [based on 
Latin clavis *key’| 

enclose »./7. 1 (often foll. by zwi/h, m) a surround with 
a wall, fence, etc. b shut im on all sides. 2 put in a 
receptacle (esp. in an envelope together with a 
letter). 3 (usu. as enclosed adj.) seclude (a religious 
community) from the outside world. [based on Old 
French enclos *enclosed’| 

enclosure 7. 1 the act of enclosing. 2 Bri. an 
enclosed space or area, esp. at a sporting event. 3 a 
thing enclosed with a letter. 

encode »./, put (a message etc.) ito code or cipher. 
o encoder 1. 

encomium 7. (//, encomiums or encomia) a 
formal or high-flown expression of praise. [based 
on Greek kamos ‘revelry | 

encompass v./: 1 surround or form a circle about, 
esp. to protect or attack. 2 contain. 0 encompass- 
ment i. 

encore /ong-kor/ @ 7. 1 a call by an auchence o1 
spectators for the repeuton of an item, or for a 
further item. 2 such an item. @ v./r 1 call for the repe- 
(ition of (an item). 2 call back (a performer) for this 
@ ini. again, once more. [French, literally “again’] 


endeavour 


encounter e v/7, 1 meet by chance or unexpectedly. 
2 meet as an adversary. @ 7. 1 a meeting by chance. 
2 a meeting in conflict. [from Old French encontre 
(n.), encontrer (v.)| 

encourage v./y, 1 give courage, confidence, or hope 
to. 2 (foll. by éo + infin.) urge. 3 stimulate by help, 
reward, etc. 4 promote or assist (an enterprise, 
opinion, etc.). O encouragement 7. encourager 
n. encouraging adj. encouragingly ads. 

encroach »iniy. (often foll. by on, upon) intrude, esp. 
on another’s territory or rights. [from Old French 
encrochier ‘to fasten upon’] 0 encroachment n. 

encrust v./, (also incrust) 1 cover with a crust. 
2 overlay with an ornamental crust of precious 
material. [from Latin icrustare] OQ encrustment 7. 

encrustation var. of INCRUSTATION. 

encrypt v./7. convert (data) into code, esp. to prevent 
‘unauthorized access. [based on Greek kruptos 
‘hidden’] o encryption 7. 

encumber viz be a burden to; hamper, impede. 
[from Old French encombrer ‘to block up’) 

encumbrance 7. a burden; an impediment; an 
annoyance. 

encyclical e 7. a papal letter sent to all bishops of 
the Roman Catholic Church. @ adj. (of a letter) for 
wide circulation. [from Greek egkuklios| 

encyclopedia 7. (also encyclopaedia) a book, 
often in several volumes, giving information on 
many subjects, or on many aspects of one subject, 
usu. arranged alphabetically. [based on Greek 
egkuklios paideia ‘all-round education} 

encyclopedic ad. (also encyclopaedic) (of 
knowledge or information) comprehensive. 


encyst vi & inir. Bil. enclose or become enclosed 
in a cyst. O encystation 7. encystment 7. 

end e 7. 1 a the extreme limit. b an extremity of a 
line, or of the greatest dimension of an object. 
c the furthest point (/o the ends of the Earth). 2 the 
surface bounding a thing at either extremity; an 
extreme part. 3 a conclusion, finish (no end to his 
masery). b the latter or final part. ¢ death, destruc- 
tion, downfall (met an untimely end). d_ result, 
outcome. e an ultimate state or condition, 4 aa 
thing one seeks to attain; a purpose (wll do anything 
to achieve his ends; tv what end?). b the object for which 
a thing exists. 5 a remnant; a piece left over (cigarette 
end). 6 (prec. by the) collug. the limit of endurability. 
7 the half of a sports pitch or court occupied by 
one team or player. ev. 1. G mix bring or come to 
an end. 2 é put an end to; destroy. 3 intr. (fol. by 7) 
have as its result (wzl end in tears). 4 intr. (foll. by by) 
do or achieve eventually (ended by marrying an heiress). 
0 at an end exhausted or completed. come to an 
end 1 be completed or finished. 2 become 
exhausted, end on with the end facing one, or with 
the end adjoming the end of the next object. end 
to end with the end of each of a series adjoining 
the end of the next. end up reach a specified state, 
action, or place eventually (ended up a drunkard; ended 
up making a fortune). im the end finally; after all. 
keep one’s end up do one’s part despite difficul- 
ties. make ends meet live within one’s income. 
no end co/log. to a great extent, very much. no end 
of collog. much or many of. on end 1 upright (haz 
stood un end). 2 continuously ( for three weeks on end). 
put an end to 1 stop (an acuvity etc.). 2 abolish, 
destroy. [Old English] 

endanger 1/7, place in danger. O endangerment n. 

endangered species 7. a species in danger of 
extinction. 


endear »./7: (usu. {oll. by /v) make dear to or beloved by. 
endearing ad). inspiring affection, 0 endearingly 
adi 


endearment 7. 
2 liking, aflection. 


1 an expression of affection. 


endeavour (l/S endeavor) @ inti (foll. by fo + 
infin.) try earnestly. @ 7. (often foll. by at, or tu + 
infin.) effort directed towards a goal: an earnest 
attempt. [Middle English, from /o put oneself in devon 
‘to do one’s utmost} 


endemic 


endemic adj. (often foll. by to) regularly or only 
found among a particular people or in a certain 
region. [from Greek endémos ‘native’| G endemi- 
cally adv. endemicity 7. endemism 2. 

endgame ». the final stage of a game (esp. chess), 
when few pieces remain. 

ending 7. 1 an end or final part, esp. of a story. 2 an 
inflected final part of a word. 

endive 7. 1 (in full curly endive) » a 
curly-leaved plant, Cichorium endivia, 
used in salads. 2 A. Amer a chicory 
crown. [from Greek entubon] 

endless adj. 1 infinite; without 
end; eternal. 2 continual, inces- 
sant. 3  collog. innumerable. 
4 (of a belt. chain, etc.) made as a 
loop for continuous action over 
wheels etc. O endlessly adi. end- 
lessness 7. 

endmost ad. nearest the end. 

endocarditis 7. inflammation of the lining of the 
heart. 

endocrine adj. ¥ (of a gland) secreting directly into 
the blood. [based on Greek Arinein “to sift} 

endocrinology 7. the study of the structure and 
physiology of endocrine glands. 0 endocrino- 
logical adj. endocrinologist 7. 

endogamy 7. 1 Anthropol. marrying within the same 
tribe. 2 Bor. pollination from the same plant. [based 
on Greek gamos “marriage’| G endogamous ad. 

endogenous adj. growing or originating from 
within. oO endogenesis n. endogeny 7. 

endometriosis /cen-doh-mec-tri-oh-sis/ 7. the 
appearance of endometrial tssue outside the 
womb. 


ENDOCRINE 


Endocrine glands produce hormones 

| that the body needs in order to grow 
properly and work smoothly. The | 
hormones are secreted directly into the 
circulatory system, and carried in the 
bloodstream towards target tissues. | 
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ENDIVE 
(Cichorium endivia) 


endometrium 2. -Ana/. the membrane lining the 
womb. [based on Greek meéira ‘womb’| G endo- 
metrial adj. 

endomorph 7. a person with a soft round build of 
body and a high proportion of fat tissue 
(cf, EGlOMORPH, MESOMORPH). & MEsOMORFH. [based on 
Greek morphe forn’ | o endomorphie adj. endo- 
morphy 7. 

endorphin 7. Biochem. any of a group of 
peptide neurotransmitters occurring nat- 
urally in the brain and having 
pain-relieving properties. [from French 
endorphine| 

endorse »:/i, (also indorse) 1 declare 
one’s approval of. 2 sign or write on the 
back of (a document), esp. the back of (a 
bill, cheque, etc.) as the payee. 3 Brit. 

enter details of a conviction for a motor- 

ing offence on (a driving licence). [based 

on Latin dorsum ‘back’] o endorsable ad). 

endorsee 7. endorser 1. 

endorsement /. (also indorsement) I the act or 
an instance of endorsing, 2 something with which 
a document etc. is endorsed, esp. a signature. 3 a 
record in a driving licence of a conyiction for a 
motoring offence. 

endoscope 7. Su/gery ¥ an instrument for viewing 
the internal parts of the body. o endoscopic ad). 
endoscopy 7. 


_ light source 
atte haat 


' 
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mechanism 


ENDOSCOPE 


endoskeleton 7. an internal skeleton, as found in 
vertebrates, echinoderms, etc. 

endosperm 7. albumen enclosed with the germ in 
secds 

endotoxin 7. a toxin present inside a bacterial cell 
and released when it disintcerates 

endow «./7, 1 bequeath or give a permanent income 
to (a person, institugon, etc.). 2 (csp. as endowed 
adj.) \usu, foll, by with) invest or provide (a person or 
thing) with a talent, ability. ctc. [from Anglo-French 
endouer| 

endowment 2). 1 the act or an instance of endow- 
ing. 2 assets, esp. property or Income with which a 
person or body is endowed. 3 (usu. in pl) skill, 
talent, ete., with which a person is endowed. 
4 (atinb) denoting forms of insurance involving 
payment by the insurer of a sum on a specified date, 
or on the death of the insured person if earlier, 

endowment mortgage 7. Ari. a mortgage linked 
to endowment insurance of the mortgagor's life, 
the capital being repaid fron: the sum insured. 

endpaper 7. a usu. blank leaf of paper at the 
heginning and end of a book, fixed to the inside of 
the cover, > Boon 

end product ». the final product of manulacture, 
radioactive decay, etc 

end result 1. final outcome. 

endue «/. (-dues, -dued, -duing) ({foll. by wth) 
hlerary invest or provide (a person or thing) with 
qualities, powers, etc. [earlier in sense ‘to induct. 
puton clothes’: from Latin mducre| 

endurance 1. 1 the power or habit of enduring 
beyond endurance). 2 the ability to withstand 
prolonged strain (endurance lest). 


engine 


endure « 1 / undergo (a difficulty, hardship, etc.). 
2 tv. a tolerate (a person) (cannot endure him). b (esp. 
with neg; foll. by éo + infin.) bear. 3 mt remain in 
existence; last. 4 # submit to. [from Latin imdurare 
‘tw harden’| a endurability 7. endurable ad). 
enduringly adv. 

end-user 7. the person, customer, etc., who is the 
ultimate user of a product. 

end zone n. Amer. Football the rectangular area at 
the end of the field into which the ball must be 
carried or passed to score a touchdown, > roorsals. 

enema 7. (//, enemas or enemata) I the injec- 
tion of liquid or gas into the rectum, esp. to expel 
its contents. 2 a fluid used for this. [Greek] 

enemy 2. (//, -ies) 1 a person or group actively 
opposing or hostile to another, or to a cause etc. 
2 (often aftrib.) a a hostile nation or army, esp. in 
war. b a member of this. ¢ a hostile ship or aircraft. 
3 (usu. foll. by of, 4) an adversary or opponent, 
[from Latin inimicus] 

energetic adj. 1 strenuously active. 2 forcible, 
vigorous. 0 energetically adi: 

energize «./r (also -ise) 1 infuse energy into (a 
person or work), 2 provide energy for the oper- 
ation of (a device). 0 energizer 7. 

energy 7. (//. -ies) 1 force, vigour; capacity for 
activity, 2 (in p/.) individual powers in use (devote your 
energies to this). 3 Physics the capacity of miatter or radi- 
ation to do work. 4 the means of doing work as 
provided by the utlization of physical or chemical 
resources (nuclear energy). [from Greek energeia| 

enervate e v/7. /en-er-vayt/ deprive of vigour or 
vitality. @ adj, /i-ner-vat/ enervated. [from Latin 
enervalus weakencd’| 0 enervation n. 

enfant terrible /ahn-faln te-reebl/ n. (pi. 
enfants terribles pronunc. same) a person who 
causes embarrassment by imdiscreet or unruly 
behaviour. [French, literally ‘terrible child’| 

enfeeble #/; make fecble. co enfeeblement /. 

enfilade e 7. gunfire divected along a line from end 
to end. @ 7’ direct an enfilade at (troops, a road, 
ete.). [French] 

enfold vt, 1 (usu. foll. by in, cezth) wrap up; envelop. 
2 clasp, embrace. 

enforce 1/7. 1 compel observance of (a law etc.). 
2 (foll. by on, upon) impose (an action, conduct, 
one’s will), 3 persist in (a demand or argument). 

a enforceable adj. enforceability 1. enforce- 
ment 7, enforcer 7. 

enfranchise 7/1 give (a person) the right to vote. 
2 hist. free (a slave, villcin, cte.). O enfranchise- 
ment 71. ; 


ENG abbr. electronic news-gathering. 

engage ¢. I / esp. Bril. employ or hire (a person). 
2 a (usu. in passe) employ busily; occupy (ave you 
engaged tomorrow?). b hold fast (a person’s attention). 
3 tr (usu. in passive) bind by a promise, esp. of 
marriage, 4 f. (usu. foll. by do + infin.) bind by a 
contract. 5 (usu. foll. by wth) Mech. a a: interlock 
(parts of a gear ete.); cause (a part) to interlock. 
b inf (of a part, gear, ete.) interlock. 6 a indy (usu. 
foll. by wvéh) (of troops ete.) come into battle. bt: 
bring (troops) into battle. ¢ @ come into battle with 
(an enemy ete.). 7 intr take part (engaye in politics). 
8 intr. (foll. by that + clause or lo + infin.) pledge 
oneself. [from French engager| 

engagé /ong-gach-ay/ adj. (of a writer ete.) 
morally committed. [French] 

engaged adj. 1 under a promise to marry. 2 a occu- 
pied, busy. b reserved, booked. 3 Br. (of a 
telephone line) unavailable because already in use. 
engagement 7. 1 the act or state of engaging o1 
being engaged. 2 an appointment with another 
person. 3 a betrothal. 4 an encounter between 
hostile forces. 

engaging ad, attractive, charming. o engagingly 
ad. 


engender (./). give rise to; bring about (a feeling 
ete.). [from Latin ingenerare] 
engine 7. La mechanical contrivance consisting of 


engineer 


several parts working together, esp. as a source of 
power, > INIERNAL-COMBL STION ENGINE, JET ENGINE, STEAM 
ENGINE. 2 a a railway locomotive. b = rks, ENGINE. 
¢=sream encine, [from Latin mgenium ‘talent, device’ | 
O engined adj. (also in comb). engineless adj. 

engineer e 7. 1 a person qualified in a branch of 
engineering, esp. as a professional. 2 = civi. KNGI- 
nrER. 3 a a person who makes or is in charge of 
engines. b a person who maintains machines; a 
mechanic; a technician, 4. Amer. the driver of a 
locomotive. 5 a person, esp. a soldier, who designs 
and constructs military works. 6 (foll. by of) a skil- 
ful or artful contriver. @ utr 1 arrange, contrive, or 
bring about, esp. artfully. 2 construct or manage as 
an engineer. 

engineering 7. the application of science to the 
design, building, and use of machines, construc- 
tions, etc. 

engine house 7. a building where an engine is 


housed. 
engine room 7. a room containing engines (esp. in 
a ship). 


English e adj. of or relating to England or its people 
or language. @ 7. 1 the language of England, now 
used in the British Isles, the United States, and 
most Commonwealth or ex-Commonwealth coun- 
tries. 2 (prec. by the; treated as pl.) the people of 
England. [Old English] o Englishness z. 

English horn 7. = oR ANGLAIS. 

Englishman 7. (//. -men) a man who is English by 
birth or descent. 

Englishwoman 7. (/)/. -women) a woman who is 
English by birth or descent. 

engorged adj. 1 crammed. 2 Med. congested with 
blood. [from French engorgé| 0 engorgement n. 

engrain var. of INGRAIN. 

engrave v./7 1 (often foll. by on) carve (a text or 
design) on a hard surface. 2 (often foll. by wth) 
inscribe or ornament (a surface) in this way. 3 (often 
foll. by on) impress deeply ou a person’s memory 
cic. 0 engraver 7. 

engraving 7. 1 » a print made 
from an engraved plate, block, or 
other surface, 2 the process or art of 
cutting a design etc. on a hard 
surface. 

engross 2./7 1 absorb the atten- 
con of; occupy fully (engrossed im 
studying). 2 make a fair copy of (a 
legal document). [from Anglo- 
French engrosser| O engrossing 


adj. (m sense 1). engross- 
ment /. 
engulf 2/: flow over and 


swamp; overwhelm. o engulf- 
ment 7. 

enhance 1/7, heighten or inten- 
sify (qualities, powers, value, etc.); 
improve (something already of 
good quality). {from  Anglo- 
French enhauncer| 0 enhancement 
n. enhancer n. 

enharmonic «dj. Alu. of or 
having intervals smaller than 
a semitone. [fron Greek 
enarmontkos| 0D enharmon- 
ically ado. 

enigma 7. 1 a puzzling 
thing or person, 2 a riddle 
or paradox. [from Greek 
ainigma] G enigmatic ad). enigmatical ad. enig- 
matically adz. 

enjoin :./7, 1 (foll. by fo + infin. or by /hat + clause) 
command or order (a person). 2 (usu. foll. by from) 
Law prohibit (a person) by order. [from Latin iyun 
gere] D enjoinment 7. 

enjoy 2/7, 1 take delight or pleasure in. 2 have the 
use or benefit of. 3 Bri. experience (enjoy poor health). 
0 enjoy oneself experience pleasure. [from Old 
French] o enjoyer 7. enjoyment 7. 


ENGRAVING: DETAIL FROM METAL PLATE 


ENGRAVING OF S17 SIMON 
ALBRECHT DURER 


enjoyable adj. pleasant; giving enjoyment. 
Oo enjoyability n. enjoyableness 7. enjoyably adv. 

enkephalin 7, Biochem. either of two morphine-like 
peptides (endorphins) occurring naturally in the 
brain and thought to control levels of pain. [based 
on Greek egkephalos ‘brain’ | 

enkindle «(7 /i/erary 1 a cause (flames) to flare up. 
b stimulate (feeling, passion, etc.). 2 inflame with 
passion. 

enlarge v. 1 % & ini, make or become larger or 
wider. 2 inér. (usu. foll. by upon) expatiate. 3 tr Photog. 
produce an enlargement of (a negative). [from Old 
French enlarger] 

enlargement 7. 1 the act or an instance of enlar- 
ging; the state of being enlarged. 2 Photog a print 
that is larger than the negative from which it is 
produced, or larger than an enprint. 

enlarger 7. Photog an apparatus for making 
enlargements. 

enlighten 2/7: 1 (often foll. by ov) instruct or inform 
{about a subject). 2 (esp. as enlightened adj.) free 
from prejudice or superstition. 

enlightenment 7. 1 the aci or an instance of 
enlightening; the state of being enlightened. 2 (the 
Enlightenment) the [18th-c. philosophy empha- 
sizing reason and individualism rather than 
tradition, 

enlist v. 1 ini, GS t enrol in the armed services. 2 tr 
secure as a means of help or support. o enlister n. 
enlistment 7. 

enlisted man 7. L/S a soldier or sailor below the 
rank of officer. 

enliven w./7, 1 give life or spirit to. 2 make cheerful, 
brighten (a picture or scene), O enlivener 7. 
enlivenment 7. 

en masse /ahn mass/ adv. 1 all together. 2 ina 
mass. [French] 

enmesh @./;, entangle in or as in a net. 
ment 76 

enmity 7. (/. -ies) 1 the state of being an encmy. 
2 a feeling of hostility. [based on Latin inimicus 

‘enemy | 

ennoble vi: 1 make (a person) a noble. 2 make 

noble; clevate. oO ennoblement 7. 


enmesh- 


ennui /ahn-wee/ 1. mental weariness from 
lack of occupation or interest; boredom. 
[based on Latin in odio “in hatred’| 
enology US var. of ornoiocy. 
enormity 7. (pl. -ies) 1 extreme 
wickedness. 2 a serious error. 3 disp. 
great size; enormousness. 


w Usage The use of enormity in sense 3 
is often found, e.g. the enormity of the prob 
lem, but is regarded as correct by many 
people. 


enormous adj. very large; huge. [from 
Latin enormis] G enormously adi. enor- 
mousness 1. 
enough e del. & predic.adj. as much or as 
many as required (we have enough 
23 apples). @ pron. an amount or quantity 
5 that is enough (we have enough of 
= everything now). @ adv, (alter an ad). 
or acly.) 1 to the required degree, 
adequately (are you wam 
enough?). 2 fairly (she sings well 
enough). 3 very, quite (you know 
well enough whal I mean). @ inl. that 
is enough, 0 have had enough 
of want no more of; be satiated with or tired of. 
{Old English] 
en passant /ahn pas-ahnt/ ade. by the way. 
[French, literally “in passing’] 
enprint 7. Bri/. a standard-sized photographic print. 


nea iY 


L523) By 


enquire «. 1 (nin {often foll. by uf) seck information: 
ask a question (of a person). 2 ir (foll. by after, for 
ask alyout a person, a person’s health, etc. 3 fx ask fon 
information as to (enquired my name; enquired whethe 


we were coming). 4 inte = inaci 1. [from Latin 


en suite 


inguirere] O enquirer 7. enquiring adj, enquir- 
ingly adv. 


= Usage A useful distinction exists between enquire 
and inquire, although some people use these two 
words interchangeably. Enguire is best used to mean 
‘to ask’ in general contexts, while inquire is best 
reserved to mean ‘to make a formal investigation’. 
In cases of academic investigation, enquire tends to be 
preferred e.g, enquire into the nature of happiness. The 
same distinction exists between enquiry and mquiry. 


enquiry 1. (//. -ies) 1 the act or an instance of 
asking or seeking information. 2 = tnautry. 


m Usage See Usage Note at enquire. 


enrage ly: (esp. as enraged adj.) (often foll. by at, by, 
with) make furious. O enragement n. 

enrapture 2: //: give intense delight to. 

enrich v./7, 1 make rich or richer. 2 make richer in 
quality, flavour, nutritive value, etc. 3 add to the 
contents of (a collection, museum, or book). 
0 enrichment n. 

enriched uranium 7. uranium containing an 
increased proportion of the fissile isotope U-235. 

enrobe »..in/7, put on a robe, vestinent, etc. 

enrol y, (US enroll) (enrolled, enrolling) 1 intr. 
join a society etc. 2 ér (usu. foll. by in) incorporate (a 
person) as a member of a society etc. [from Old 
French envoller] a enrollee n. 

enrolment 7. (US enrollment) 1 the act or an 
instance of enrolling; the state of bemg enrolled. 
2 US the number of persons enrolled, esp. at a 
school or college. 

en route /ahn root/ adv. (often foll. by to, for) on the 
way. [French] 

en rule 1. Bri/. a short dash used in punctuation. 

ensconce v./7; (usu. vefl. or in passive) establish or settle 
comfortably, safely, or secretly. 

ensemble /ahn-sahmb!l/ 7. 1 a a thing viewed as 
the sum of its parts. b the general effect of this. 2 a 
set of clothes worn together. 3 a group of actors, 
dancers, musicians, etc., performing together. 
4 \fus.a concerted passage for an ensemble. {based 
on Latin simul ‘at the same time’] 

enshrine v./; 1 enclose in or as in a shrine. 
2 preserve or cherish, 0 enshrinement n. 

enshroud 2./, (i/erary cover with or as with a shroud. 

ensign 7. 1 a a banner or flag, esp. the military or 
naval flag of a nation. > sur. b Bri. ¥ each of three 
flags, the blue, red, and white ensigns, with the union 
flag in the corner. 2 a standard-bearer. 3 a fist. the 
lowest commissioned infantry officer. b US the 
lowest commissioned officer in the navy. [from Latin 

iusignia “distinguished things | 


ENSIGN: BRITISH RED ENSIGN 


ensile 7./; put (fodder) into a silo. o ensilage n. 

enslave ?./, make (a person) a slave. enslavement 
. enslaver ii. 

ensnare i./ catch in or as im a snare; entrap. 
Oensnarement i. 

ensue v.//r. (ensues, ensued, ensuing) 1 happen 
afterwards. 2 (often foll. by from, on) occur as a result. 
based on Latin segue “to follow’ | 

en suite /aln sweet/ e «adv. forming a single unit 
bedroom with hathioon en suite). @ adj. 1 forming a single 
unttien vate bathwony. 2 with a bathrooni attached tsezen 
en vedle bedrooms). [Yrench, literally ‘mM sequence’| 


ensure 


ensure vf, 1 (often foll. by that + clause) make 
certain. 2 (usu. foll. by against) make safe. 

ENT addy. ear, nose, and throat. 

entablature 1. Ar/i/. ¥ the upper part of a classical 
building supported by columns, comprising archi- 
trave, frieze, and cornice. & coun, Doric. [from 
Italian intavolatura 
‘boarding up’| 


entablature 


cornice 
rieze 
architrave 


apalal 


ENTABLATURE 
ON 
NEOCLASSIC VL. 
CHURCH 


entail ¢./, 1 necessitate or involve unavoidably (the 
work entails much effort). 2 Law bequeath \property 
etc.) so that it remains within a family. [Middle 
English] 0 entailment ». 

entangle «/, 1 cause to get caught in a snare o1 
among obstacles. 2 involve in difficultics or Wicit 
activities. 

entanglement 7. 1 the act or condition of entan- 
gling or being entangled. 2 aa thing that entangles. 
b Af. an extensive barrier erected to obstruct an 
enemy's movements. 

entente /on-tont/ n. 1 = iNiinte corps. 2 a 
group of states in such a relation. [French, literally 
‘understanding’ | 

entente cordiale /alin-tahnt cor-di-ahl/ 7. a 
friendly understanding between states, esp. (ofien 
Entente Cordiale: that reached in 1904 between 

Britain and France. [French, literally ‘cordial 
understanding’ | 

enter 7. 1 a unix (often foll. by mfoy go or come in. 
b & go or come into. ¢ int, come on stage (as a 
direction: enter Macbeth). 2 tr. penetrate (a bullet entered 
his chest), 3 t& loften foll. by uf) write (a name, 
details, etc., ina list, book, etc. 4 a mtr become a 
compeutor (enlered for the long jump). b i. become a 
competitor in (an event). e fx record the name of (a 
person ete.) as a competitor (entered keo horses for te 
Derhy). 5 tr a become a member of (a society ete.). 
b enrol (a person) as a member or prospective 
member of a society, school, etc. 6 # make known; 
present for consideration (entered a protest). 7 tr put 
into an official record. 8 inf. (foll. by mito) a engage 
in (conversation, relations, an undertaking, «1: 
b subseribe to; bind oneself by (an agreement etec.). 
¢ form part of ‘one’s calculations, plans, etc.). 9 tar 
(foll. by on, upon) a begin. undertake: begin to deal 
with (a subject). b assume the functions of yan 
office). [from Latin ialrare] 

enteric /cn-te-rik/ ad. of the intestines. [from 
Greek enterthos| 

enteritis 7). inflammation of the (small) intestine. 
ofien causing diarrhoca. 

enterprise 7. 1 an undertaking, esp. a bold or diffi- 
cult’ one. 2° readiness to engage in such 
undertakings. 3a business firm. [from Old French 
entreprive fem.) “undertaken | 

enterprising ad). 1 ready to cngage in enterprises 
2 resourceful, imaginative, encrgetic, 0 enterpris- 


ingly ade. 


environment 


entertain 71; 1 amuse; occupy agreeably. 
2 a receive or treat as a guest. b (absol.) receive guests 
(they entertain a great deal). 3 give attention or consider- 
ation to (an idea, feeling, or proposal). [earlier in 
sense ‘to keep up, maintain’: from French entretenir] 

entertainer 77. a person who entertains, esp. profes- 
sionally on stage etc. 

entertaining adj. amusing, diverting. 0 entertain- 
ingly adv. 

entertainment 7. 1 the act or an instance of enter- 
taining; the process of being entertamed. 2 
performance or show. 

enthral »/, (U/S enthrall, inthrall) (-thralled, 
-thralling) 1 captivate, please greatly. 2 enslave. 
[based on rHrau.| G enthralment ». (US enthrall- 
ment). 

enthrone »/;, install (a king, bishop, etc.) on a 
throne, esp. ceremonially. 0 enthronement 7. 

enthuse w./nir. G tr. collog. be or make enthusiastic. 

enthusiasm 7. 1 (often foll. by for, about) a strong 
interest or admiration. b great eagerness. 2 an 
object of enthusiasm. [from Greek enthousiasmos 
‘possession by a god’] 

enthusiast . (ofien foll. by for) a person who is full 
of enthusiasm. 

enthusiastic adj. having or showing enthusiasm. 
o enthusiastically adi. 

entice wf, (often foll. by from, mto, or fo + infin.) 
persuade by the offer of pleasure or reward. [from 
Old French enticier| O enticement 7. enticer 1. 
enticing ad. enticingly «dz. 

entire ad. 1 whole, complete. 2 not broken or 
decayed. 3 unqualified, absolute (an entire success), 
4 in one piece; continuous. [from Latin integer 
‘untouched, whole’| 

entirely adi. 1 wholly, completely. 2 solely, exclu- 
sively, 

entirety 1. (//. -ies) 1 completeness. 2 (usu. foll. by 
of ) the sum total. O in its entirety in its complete 
form; completely: 

entitle 1/1 a (usu. foll. by 4) give (a person etc.) a just 
claim. b {foll. by /7 + infin.) give (a person ete.) a right. 
2 give (a book etc., the title of a entitlement n. 

entity 1. ( f/. -ies) 1 a thing with distinct existence. 
2 « thing’s existence regarded distinctly. [based on 
Late Latin ent- ‘being’| 0 entitative adj. 

entomb «/7. 1 place in or as in a tomb. 2 serve asa 
tomb for. o entombment /. 

entomology ». the stucly of insects. (from modern 
Latin enlomologia| 0 entomological ad. entomol- 
ogist nv. 

entourage /on-(oor-ahzh/ n. a group of people 
attending an mnportant person. [French] 

entr’acte /on-trakt/ #, 1 an interval between two 
acts of a play. 2 a piece of music or a dance 
performed during this. [French, literally “between 
act] 

entrails np/. 1 the intestines. & i\ttssin.. 2 the 
innermost parts (entrails of the Earth). [frony medieval 
Latin ifralia] 

entrance! /en-triinss/ n. 1 the act or an instance of 
gomyg or coming in. 2 a door, passage, etc., by 
which one enters. 3 right of admission. 4 the 
coming of an actor on stage. [from Old French] 

entrance® /cn-trahnss/ 1/7; 1 enchant, delight. 
2 put into a trance. O entrancement n. entran- 
cing adj. entrancingly ad:. 

entrant 7. a person who enters an examination, 
profession, ct 

entrap (./, entrapped. entrapping) J catch in or 
as in a trap. 2 (often toll. by i/o + verbal noun) 
beguile or trick (a person). 0 entrapment n. 

entreat 7./r 1 (loll. by ¢o + infin. or that + clause) ask 
{a person) earnestly, 2 ask earnestly for {a thing,. 
[from Oid French entraiter| 0 entreatingly ado, 

entreaty 7. | f/. -1es) an earnest request; a supplica- 
(on. 

entrecéte /on-tré-koht/ nr. a boned steak cut off 
the sirfoin, [French] 


entrée /on-tray/ n. 1 a Brit. a dish served between 
the fish and meat courses. b esp. NV. Amer the main 
dish of a meal. 2 the right or privilege of admis- 
sion, esp. at Court. [French] |» 

entrench vty. 1 a establish firmly (in a defensible 
position, in office, etc.). b (as entrenched adj.) (of 
an attitude etc.) not easily modified. 2 apply extra 
safeguards to (rights etc. guaranteed by legislation). 
a entrench oneself adopt a well-defended posi- 
tion. 0 entrenchment 7. 

entrepét /on-tré-poh/ n. a commercial centre for 
import and export, and for collection and distribu- 
tion. [French] 

entrepreneur /on-tré-prén-er/ n. a person who 
undertakes a commercial venture. [French] 
O entrepreneurial adj. entrepreneurialism 7. 
(also entrepreneurism). entrepreneurially ado. 

entropy 7. Physics a measure of the unavailability of 
a system’s thermal energy for conversion into 
mechanical work, in some contexts interpreted as a 
measure of the degree of disorder or randomness 
in the system. [from German Entrofie] 0 entropic 
adj. entropically adv. 

entrust w/z 1 (foll. by fo) give responsibility for (a 
person or a thing) to a person. 2 (foll. by zevth) assign 
responsibility for a thing to (a person). 

entry 7. (//. -ies) 1 a the act or an instance of going 
or coming in. b the coming of an actor on stage. 
c ceremonial entrance. 2 liberty to go or come in. 
3 aa place of entrance; a door, gate, etc. b Bri. a 
lobby. 4 Brit. a passage between buildings. 5 a an 
item entered in a diary, list, account book, etc. b the 
recording of this. 6 a person or thing competing in 
a race, contest, etc. 7 the start or resumption of 
music for a particular instrument in an ensemble. 
[based on Latin mtrare “to enter’) 

entryism 7. infiltration into a political organization 
to change or subvert it. 0 entrist n. entryist 7. 

entry-level adj. suitable for a beginner or first-time 
user, “ 

entryphone n. Sril. prop. an intercom device at an 
entrance to a building by which callers may identify 
themselves to gain admission. 

entwine v./r 1 (foll. by wzth, about, round) twine 
together (a thing with or round another). 2 inter- 
weave. 0 entwinement //. 

E-number n. Sri. a code number preceded by the 
letter E, denoting a food additive according to EC 
directives. 

enumerate »./7, 1 specify (items); mention one by 
one. 2 count: establish the number of. G enumer- 
able ad}. enumeration 7. enumerative adj. 

enumerator fn. a person cmployed in census- 
taking. 

enunciate w/z 1 pronounce (words) clearly. 
2 express (a proposition or theory) in definite terms. 
3 proclaim. [based on Latin enuntiatus ‘stated 
clearly’] 0 enunciation x. enunciative ad. enun- 
ciator 7. 

enuresis 7. Med. involuntary urination. [modern 
Latin] 0 enuretic adj. & n. 

envelop »./, (enveloped, enveloping) (often foll. 
by m) 1 wrap up or cover completely. 2 make 
obscure; conceal (as enveloped in mystery). [from Old 
French envoluper| G envelopment n. 

envelope 7. 1 a folded paper container, usu. with a 
sealable flap, for a letter etc. 2 a wrapper or cover- 
ing, 3 the structure within a balloon or airship 
containing the gas. & HO1-AIR BALLOON, ZepPriin. 4 the 
outer metal or glass housing of a vacuum tube, 
electric light, etc. 

envenom ».i7, 1 put poison on or into; make poiso- 
nous. 2 infuse venom or bitterness into (feelings, 
words, or actions). 

enviable adj. (of a person or thing) exciting or likely 
to excite envy. 0 enviably adv. 

envious adj. (often foll. by of) feeling or showing 
envy. O enviously adv. 

environment 7. 1 the physical surroundings, 
conditions, circumstances, ete., in which a person 


environmentalist 


lives (poor home environment). 2 the area 
surrounding a place. 3 a external condi- 
tions as affecting plant and animal life. 
b (the environment) the totality of 
the physical conditions on the Earth 
or a part of it. 4 Computing the overall 
structure within which a user, computer, 
or program operates, 0 environmental 
adj. environmentally adv. 

environmentalist 7. a person who is 
concerned with or advocates the 
protection of the environment. o en- 
vironmentalism 7. 

environment-friendly ad. not harm- 
ful to the environment. 

environs 7.//. a surrounding district, 
esp. round an urban area. 

envisage v,/: 1 have a mental picture of (a thing 
not yet existing). 2 contemplate or conceive, esp. as 
a possibility or desirable future event. [from French 
envisager| 0 envisagement 7. 

envision «./7, envisage, visualize. 

envoy 7. 1 a messenger or representative, esp. on a 
diplomatic mission. 2 (in full envoy extraor- 
dinary) a minister plenipotentiary, ranking below 
ambassador. [from French envoyé ‘sent’ 

envy e 7. (pi. -ies) I discontent aroused by another’s 
better fortune etc. 2 the object of this feeling. @ alr 
(-ies, -ied) feel envy of (a person, circumstances, 
etc.). [from Latin invdére ‘to envy’| 0 envier 7. 


enwrap 2/7: (also inwrap) (-wrapped, -wrapping) 
(often foll. by m) Hlerary wrap or enfold. 

enzyme 7. Biochem. a protein acting as a catalyst in 
a specific biochemical reaction. [from medieval 
Greek enzumos| 0 enzymatic adj. enzymic ad). 
enzymology 2. 

EOC abér. Equal Opportunities Commission. 

Eocene Geol. e adj. of or relating to the second 
epoch of the Tertiary period. @ n. this epoch or 
system. [from Greek 20s ‘dawn’ + kainos ‘new’ | 

eolian US var. of \coLian. 

eolithic adj. Archaeol. of the period preceding the 
palaeolithic age. [from French éolithique| 


eon var. of Avon. 

eosin 7. a red fluorescent dye used esp. as a stain in 
optical microscopy. 

EP abt. 1 electroplate. 2 (esp. of a gramophone 
record) extended-play. 3 extreme pressure (used in 
grading lubricants). 

epact 7. the number of days by which the solar year 
exceeds the lunar year. 


r a 
EPIPHYTE 
Epiphytes, such as bromeliads and orchids, live 
not parasitic, obtaining their nutrients from rai 
water and organic debris such as leaf litter. 


inflorescence 


slem 


—— overlapping leaf 


ee Ases 
adventitious - : 
rools 
—— tree bark 
| stem / 


(Aechmea miniala) 


EPAULETTE ON A 
GRENADIER 
OFFICER’S COAT 


above ground on other plants. However, they are 


EPIPHY SIC BROMELIAD 


epaulette /ep-a-let/ n. (US epaulet) < 
an ornamental shoulder-piece on a coat 
etc., esp. on a uniform. [from French 
épauletie ‘little shoulder’] 


Jringed epaulette 


épée /ay-pay/ n. a sharp-pointed 
duelling-sword, used (with the end 
blunted) in fencing, > rencine. 
{French] o épéeist n. 
ephedrine /ef-¢-drin/ n. 
alkaloid drug. 
ephemera! /i-fem-&ri/ n. (fi. 
ephemeras or ephemerae /-ree/) 
1 an insect living only a day or a few 
days. 2 = crHemeron |. [from Greek 
ephémeros ‘lasting only a day’] 
ephemera? f/. of erHemeron 1. 
ephemeral ag. lasting or of use for only a short 
time; transitory. ephemerality n. ephemerally 
adv. ephemeralness 7. 


an 


ephemerist 7. a collector of ephemera. 

ephemeron 1. 1 (//. ephemera) (usu. in f/.) aa 
thing (esp. a printed item) of short-lived interest. ba 
short-lived thing; 2 (pl. ephemerons) = brHemeral 1. 

epic e 7. 1 a long poem narrating the deeds of one 
or more heroic or legendary figures. 2 a book or 
film based on an epic narrative or heroic in type. 
@ ad}. 1 of or like an epic. 2 grand, heroic. [lased on 
Greek epos song, word’) 0 epical adj. epically ado. 

epicene e adj. 1 Gram. denoting cither sex without 
change of gender. 2 of, for, or used by both sexes. 
3 having characteristics of both sexes or of neither 
sex. 4 effete, effeminate. @ 7. an epicene person. 
{based on Greek koinos ‘common’ | 

epicentre 7. (l/S' epicenter) 1 Geo/. the point at 
which an earthquake reaches the Earth’s surface. 
> earrHfocake. 2 the central point of a difficulty. 
0 epicentral ad). 

epicure 7. a person with refined tastes, esp. in food 
and drink. [from medieval Latin epicurus ‘one 
preferring sensual enjoyment’ | 0 epicurism 7. 

Epicurean e 7. 1 a disciple or student of the Greek 
philosopher Epicurus. 2 (epicurean) a person 
devoted to (esp. sensual) enjoyment. @ adj. 1 of o1 
concerning Epicurus or his ideas. 2 (epicurean) 
characteristic of an epicurean. |from Greek name 
Epikouros| 0 Epicureanism 7. 

epidemic e 7. 1 a widespread occurrence of a disease 
in a community at a particular time. 2 such a disease. 
3 (foll. by of) a wide prevalence of something. @ aq). 


EPIPHYTIC ORCHID 
(Brassavola nodosa) 


peduncle 
n- 


\= 


tree barh acral 


root 


epiphyte 


in the nature of an epidemic. [from Greek epidemia 
‘prevalence of disease’] O epidemically ad. 

epidemiology 1. the study of the incidence and 
distribution of diseases. 0 epidemiological ad). 
epidemiologist n. 

epidermis 7. 1 y the outer cellular layer of the 
skin. > skin. 2 Bot. the outer layer of cells of leaves, 
stems, roots, etc. [based on Greek derma ‘skin’ 
oepidermal ad. epidermic adj. epidermoid ad. 


cornified layer 


clear layen 


granular layer 


_ prickly layer 


_. basal layer 


EPIDERMIS: 
SECTION OF 
HUMAN EPIDERMIS 


epidiascope 7. an optical projector capable of giving 
images of both opaque and transparent objects. 

epididymis /ep-i-did-i-miis/ 7. { pl. epididymides 
/ep-i-di-dim-i-deez/) Anat. a convoluted duct behind 
the testis, along which sperm passes to the vas defer- 
ens. > repropuctive orcans. [based on Greek didumoi 
‘testicles’ | 

epidural e ad. 1 Anal. on or around the dura mater. 
2 (of an anaesthetic) introduced into the space 
around the dura mater of the spinal cord. @ n. an 
epidural anaesthetic, used esp. in chilclbirth. [based 
ON DURA MATLR] 

epifauna 7. 200/. the animal life which lives on the 

of the seabed etc., or attached to 
submerged objects or to aquatic animals or plants. 
Oo epifaunal ad). 

epigenetic adj. Biol. due to external, not genetic, 
influences. 


surface 


epiglottis n. Anal. a flap of cartilage at the root of 
the tongue, depressed during swallowing to cover 
the windpipe. > Heap, 1oncur. [based on Greek glotia 
‘tongue’] o epiglottal adj. epiglottic ad). 

epigram 7. 1 a short witty poem. 2 a pointed 
saying. 3 the use of concise witty remarks. [from 
Greek epigramma| 0 epigrammiatic adj. epigram- 
matically adv. epigrammatist 7. 

epigraph 2. an inscription. [from Greek epigrapheé] 

epigraphy 7. the study of (esp. ancient) imscrip- 
lions. epigraphic adj. epigraphically adv. 
epigraphist 7. 

epilate v.tr Med. remove hair by the roots from, 
(from French épzler|] 0 epilation n. 

epilepsy 7. a neurological disorder marked by 
episodes of sensory disturbance, loss of conscious- 
ness, or convulsions. [from Greek epilepsia ‘taking 
hold of ] o epileptic n. © ad). 

epilogue 7. (US also epilog) 1 a the concluding 
part of a literary work. b an appendix. 2 a speech 
or short poem addressed to the audience by an 
actor at the end of a play (cf. protocur n. la). 3 Brit. 
a short piece at the end of a day’s broadcasting. 
[from Greek epzlogos| a epilogist n. 

epiphany /i-pif-a-ni/ n. (p/. -ies) 1 (Epiphany) a 
the manifestation of Christ to the Magi. b the festi- 
val commemorating this on 6 January. 2 any 
manifestation of a god or demigod. [from Greek 
epiphancia “manifestation | 0 epiphanic ad). 

epiphyte 7. <a plant growing on another but not 
parasitic. [based on Greek  phuton ‘plant’| 
oO epiphytic ad 
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episcopacy 


episcopacy 7. (/. -ies) 1 government of a Church 
by bishops. 2 (prec. by the) the bishops. 

episcopal ad). 1 of a bishop or bishops. 2 (of a 
Church) constituted on the principle of govern- 
ment by bishops. [based on ecclesiastical Latin 
episcopus “bishop’| 0 episcopally adr. 

Episcopal Church pn. the Anglican Church in 
Scotland and the US, with elected bishops. 

episcopalian e adj. 1 of episcopacy. 2 of an epis- 
copal Church or (Episcopalian) the Episcopal 
Church. @ 7. 1 an adherent of episcopacy. 2 \Epis- 
copalian) a member of the Episcopal Church. 
D episcopalianism 7. 

episcopate n. 1 the office or tenure of a bishop. 
2 (prec. by the) the bishops collectively. 

episiotomy n. (pl. -ies) a surgical cut made at the 
opening of the vagina during childbirth. [based on 
Greek epision ‘pubic region’ 

episode ». 1 one event or a group of events as part 
of a sequence. 2 each of the parts of a serial story 
or broadcast. 3 an incident or set of incidents in a 
narrative. [from Greek epersodion| 0 episodic ad). 
episodical adj. episodically ad 

epistemology ». the theory of knowledge, esp. 
with regard to its methods and validation. 0 epis- 
temological ad. epistemologically ad. 
epistemologist 7, 

epistle x. 1 formal or joc. a letter, esp. a long one on 
a serious subject. 2 (also Epistle) any of the letters 
of the Apostles in the New Testament. 3 a poem 
etc. in the form of a letter. [fhased on Greek epi- 
tellein “to send news’ 

epistolary adj. of or in the form of a letter or 
letters. 

epistyle n. .irfit. = 
‘above’ + sfulos “pillar’| 

epitaph 7. words written m memory of a person 
who has died, esp. as a tomb inscription. [from 
Greek epilaphion ‘funeral oration’| 

epithelium «7. (//. epitheliums or epithelia 
alnal. the tissue forming the outer layer of the body 
surface and lining many hollow structures. & \osi., 
skin. [modern Latuin| 0 epithelial ad). 

epithet 7. 1 an adjective or other descriptive word 
expressing a quality or attribute. 2 such a word as a 
term of abuse. [based on Greck eplithenai ‘to add’] 
O epithetie ad). 

epitome /i-pit-Omi/ 2. 1 a person or thing 
embodying a quality, class, etc. 2 a thing represent- 
ing another in miniature, 3 a summary of a written 
work. [based on Greek epilemmein “to cut short] 
O epitomist /. 

epitomize ¢//. |: 
{a quahty ete. 2 make an epitome of (a work). 
0 epitomization 7. 

EPNS «br. clectroplated nickel silver. 

epoch /ee-pok/ n. 1 a period of history or of a 
person's life marked hy notable events. 2 the begin- 
ning of an era. 3 Geol, period, 
corresponding to a set of strata, [from Greek epohhe 
‘fixed pomt of time] a epochal ac). 

epoch-making adj. remarkable, historic; of major 
importance, 

eponym 7. 1 a person jreal or imaginary: after 
whom a discovery, place. ctc., is named or thought 
to be named. 2 the name given. [based on Greck 
onoma ‘name'| 0 eponymous ad). 

EPOS «bbz. electronic pomt-of-sale yof retail oudets 
recording information electronically, 

epoxide 7. Chem. a compound containing an 
oxygen atom bonded in a triangular arrangement 
to pwo carbon atoms. 


ARC HIER WL. 


a division of a 


epoxy ad). Chem. relating to or derived from an 
eponicle. 

epoxy resin 7. a synthetic 
containing epoxy groups. 
EPROM 2». Computing a read-only memory whose 
contents can be erased til i jlee 
process. [from erasable programmable ROAM, 


thermosetting resin 


a special 


to 
od | 


[from Greek epi 


iso -ise) 1 be a perfect example of 


eps abby. earnings per share. 

epsilon 2. the fifth letter of the Greek alphabet 
(E, €). [from Greek, literally ‘bare or simple E’] 

Epsom salts 7.p/. a preparation of magnesium 
sulphate used as a purgative etc. [named after 
Epsom, a town in Surrey| 

equable adj. 1 even; not varying. 2 uniform and 
moderate (an equable chmate). 3 (of a person) not 
easily angered. [from Latin aequabilis| 0 equability 
n. equably ado. 

equal e ad. 1 (often foll. by fo, with) the same in 
quantity, quality, size, rank, etc. 2 evenly balanced 
(an equal contest). 3 having the same’ rights (human 
beings ave essentially equal). 4 uniform in application 
or effect. @ 7. a person or thing equal to another, 
esp. in rank, status, or characteristic quality. @ @./r. 
equalled, equalling: (/S equaled, equaling 
1 be equal to in number, quality, ete. 2 achieve 
something that is equal to. be equal to have the 
ability or resources for. [based on Latin aeguus 
‘even’| 0 equality n. 

equalize 7. (also -ise) 1 /x & ini, make or become 
equal. 2 inf. level the score in a match. 0 equalizer 
n. jalso -iser). equalization 7. 

equally ad. 1 in an equal manner (érealed them all 
equally). 2 to an equal degree (is equally important). 


mw Usage In sense 2, construction with ay (c.g. 
equally as important) is often found, but is considered 
incorrect by some people. 


equal opportunity #. (ofien in //.) the opportunity 
or right to be employed, paid, ete., without diserim- 
mation on grounds of sex. race, ete. 

equal sign 7. (also equals sign) the symbol = 

equanimity 7. 
temper, esp. in misfortune. [based on Latin aequus 
‘even’ + animus “mind | oO equanimous ad). 

equate v. 1 / (usu. foll. by fo, cvh) regard as equal 
or equivalent, 2 intr, (foll. by werth) a be equal or 
equivalent to. b agree or correspond. [based on 
Latin wequatus “made even’| O equatable ad). 

equation /i-kway-2/6n/ 7. 1 the process of equat- 
ing or making equal; the state of being equal. 
2 Math. a statement that two mathematical expres- 
sions are equal indicated by the sign =). 3 Chem. a 
formula representing a chemical reaction. 0 equa- 
tional «d). 

equator 7. 1 ¥ an imaginary line around the Earth 
or other body, equidistant from the poles. 2 -1stron. 
= GELS TIAL hau Aror. [from medieval Latin aeguator| 
0 equatorial ad). equatorially adi: 


North Pole 


equato) 


South Pole 


EQUATOR 


equerry 7. (f/. -ies) an officer of the British royal 
houschold attending members of the royal family: 
[from Old French esquier ‘esquire | 

equestrian e ad). 1 of or relating to horses and 
horse-riding, 2 on horseback. @ 7. ( /em. equestri- 
enne, a rider or performer on horschack. [based 
on Latin eguey “horseman’| 0 equestrianism n. 


mental composure, evenness of 


eraser 


equi- comb. form equal. [from Latin aequus “equal’] 

equiangular adj. having equal angles. 

equidistant adj. at equal distances. 0 equidis- 
tantly adi. . 

equilateral adj. having all its sides equal in length. 

equilibrist 7. an acrobat, esp. on a high rope. 

equilibrium 7. (//. equilibria or equilibriums) 
1 astatc of physical balance. 2 a state of mental or 
emotional equanimity. [based on Latin libra 
‘balance’ 

equine /ek-wyn/ adj. of or like a horse. [based on 
Latin equus ‘horse’| 

equinoctial e adj. 1 happening at or near the time 
of an equinox. 2 of or relating to equal day and 
night. 3 at or near the (terrestrial) equator. @ 7. (in 
full equinoctial line) = cEenLsviAt EQUATOR. 

equinoctial point 7. the point at which the eclip- 
tic cuts the celestial equator (twice each year at an 
equinox). 

equinoctial year see yii\n |. 

equinox 7. the time or date (twice each year) at 
which the Sun crosses the celestial equator (about 


22 Sept. and 20 Mar). [from medieval Latin 
equinoxium) 

equip «/r (equipped, equipping) supply 
with what is needed. [from French é¢quiper| 


oO equipper 7. 

equipage /ek-wi-pij/ n. 1 a requisites for an 
undertaking. b an outfit for a special purpose. 2 a 
carriage and horses with attendants. 

equipment 7. 1 the necessary articles, clothing, 
cte., for a purpose. 2 the process of equipping or 
being equipped 

equipoise e 7. 1 equilibrium; a balanced state. 2 a 
counterbalancing thing. @ @./ counterbalance. 

equitable /ek-wit-abul/ adj. 1 fair, just. 2 Law 

valid in equity as distinct from law. [based on Latin 

aequus ‘fair’| 0 equitableness n. equitably ado. 

equitation 7. the art and practice of horsemanship 
and horse-riding. [from Latin equitatio| 

equity 1. (p/. -ies) 1 fairness. 2 the application of 
general principles of justice to correct or supple- 
ment the ee 3 a the value of the shares issued by 
a company. b (in pl.) stocks and shares not bearing 
fixed interest. 4 the net value of a mortgaged prop- 
erty after deduction of charges. [from Latin 
aequilas| 

equivalent e adj. 1 (often foll. by fo) equal in value, 
amount, etc. 2 corresponding. 3 (of words) having 
the same meaning. 4 having the same result. e 7. an 
equivalent thing, amount, word, etc. [from Late 
Latin aequivalen! “bemg of equal worth’] c equiva- 
lence 7. equivalency n. equivalently ad. 

equivocal adj. 1 of double or doubtful meaning. 
2 of uncertain nature. 3 (of a person, character, 
etc.) suspect. [based on Late Latin aeguzvocare ‘to call 
by the same name] 0 equivocality n. equivo- 
cally adv, equivocalness n. 

equivocate t/7/: use ambiguity to conceal the 
truth, {related to ravivor.| GO equivocation rn. 
equivocator /. equivocatory ad). 

ER abbr. Queen Elizabeth. {Latin Elizabetha Regina] 

Er symb. Chem. the clement erbium. 

er if. expressing hesitation or a pause in speech. 

era 7. La system of chronology reckoning from a 
noteworthy event (the Christian era). 2 a distinct 
period, esp. regarded historically (the pre-Roman era). 
3a date at which an era begins. 4 Geol. a major divi- 
sion of time. [from Late Latin aera ‘number 
expressed in figures’ | 

eradicate ¢./r root out; destroy completely. [based 
on Latin eradicalus ‘rooted out] 0 eradicable adj. 
eradication 7. eradicator 7. 

erase v./r 1 rub out. 2 remove all traces of (erased it 
from my memory). 3 remove recorded material from (a 
magnetic medium). [based on Latin erasus ‘scraped 
out'| G erasable adj. erasure n. 

eraser 7. a thing that crases, esp. a piece of rubber 
ctc. used for removing pencil etc. marks. 


erbium 


erbium 7. Chem. a soft silvery metallic element of 
the lanthanide series. [modern Latin, from Viterby 
in Sweden, where first found] 

ere prep. G con). poet. or archaic before (of time) (ere they 

come). {Old English] 
erect e adj. t upright, vertical. 2 (of the penis etc.) 
enlarged and ngid, esp. in sexual excitement. 3 (of 
hair) bristling, standing up from the skin. @ wf 
I raise; set upright. 2 build. 3 establish (erect a 
theory). |from Latin erectus ‘set up’} 0 erectable adj. 
erection 7. erectly adv, erectness n. erector n. 

erectile adj. that can be erected or become erect. 

eremite 7, a hermit or recluse (esp. Christian). 
{trom Old French] 6 eremitic adj. eremitical ad. 

erg 1. Physics a unit of work or energy. [from Greek 
ergon ‘work’ | 

ergo adv. therefore. [Latin] 

ergocalciferol 2. = caicirrrov. 

ergonomics 7. the study of the efficiency of persons 

in their working environment. [based on Greek ergon 
‘work’] 0 ergonomic ad. ergonomist /. 
ergot 7. 1 a disease of rye and other cereals caused 
by the fungus Clazicepy purpurea. 2 a this fungus. 
b the dried spore-containing structures of this, 
used to aid childbirth. [from Old French argot 
‘cock’s spur’ | 
erica n. < any shrub of the genus Erica, 

with small leathery leaves and_bell-like 
flowers. [from Greek eretke “heath’] 
ericaceous adj. 1 of or relating to the 
plant family Ericaceae, which includes 
heathers, azaleas, and rhododendrons. 

2 (of compost) suitable for ericaccous 

and other lime-hating plants. 

ERM adir. exchange-rate mecha- 

nism. 

ermine 7. (//. same or ermines) 

1 the stoat, esp. when mm its white 
winter fur. 2 its white fur, used to 
trim robes ete. [from Old French 

(AJermine| D ermined ad). 

Ernie 7. (in the UK) a device for 
drawing prizewinning numbers of 
Premium Bonds. [acronym from 
electronic random number indica- 
tor equipment] 

erode v./7. © intr, ® wear away, 
destroy or be destroyed gradu- 
ally. [based on Latin rodere 
‘to gnaw} oO erodible ad). 
erosion 7. erosive adj. ; 

erogenous adj. 1 (esp. of a part of the body) sensi- 

tive to sexual stimulation. 2 giving rise to sexual 
desire or excitement. 


ERICA: 
DORSET HEATH 
‘Erica ciliaris) 


erotic adj. of or causing sexual love, esp. tending to 
arouse sexual desire or excitement. [based on 
Greek ery erdtos “sexual love’| 0 erotically adv. 

erotica 77./. crotic literature or art. 

eroticism 7. 1 crotic nature or character. 2 the use 
of or response to erotic images or sumulation. 

erotism Ji. = EROTICIN. 

eroto- comb. form erotic, croticism. 

erotogenic «d. (also erotogenous) = PkOGLNOUs, 

erotomania 7. 1 excessive or abnormal crotic 
desire. 2 a preoccupation with sexual passion. 
U erotomaniac /. 

err wint 1 be mistaken or incorrect. 2 do 
wrong; sin. O err on the side of act with a 
specified bias. [from Latin errare “to stray’| 

errand 7. 1 a short journey, esp. on 
another's behalf, to take a message, collect 
goods, etc. 2 the object of such a journey. 
[Old English] 

errand of mercy 2. a journey or mission to relieve 
suffering etc. 

errant adj. 1 deviating from an accepted standard. 
9 literary or archaic travelling in search of adventure 
(knight errant), {Middle English] 0 errancy n. (in 
sense 1). errantry 7. (in sense 2), 


erratic adj. 1 inconsistently variable in conduct, 
opinions, etc. 2 uncertain in movement. [related to 
Lkk] GO erratically adv. erraticism 7. 

erratic block 7. a large rock carried from a 
distance by glacial action. 

erratum 7. (//. errata) an error in printing or writ- 
ing, [Latin, literally ‘thing that has strayed’ 

erroneous adj. incorrect; arising from error. [based 
on Latin erro -onis ‘vagabond’] 0 erroneously adv. 
erroneousness 1. 

error 7. 1 a mistake. 2 the condition of being wrong 
in conduct or judgement (/ed into error). 3 a wrong 
opinion or judgement. 4 the degree of inaccuracy 
in a calculation etc. {from Latin] 0 errorless ad). 

ersatz @ adj. substitute, imitation (esp. of inferior 
quality). @ 7, an ersatz thing. [{German, literally 
‘replacement’ ] 

Erse achai or derog. @ adj. of or relating to Highland 
or Irish Gaelic. @ n. the Gaelic language. [early 
Scots form of IrisH] 

erst adv. archaw formerly; of old. [Old English] 

erstwhile e adj. former, previous. @ ad. archaic 
= LRSI. 

eructation x. the act or an instance of belching. 
{from Latin eructatio] 

erudite ad. learned. [from Latin eruditus ‘trained’] 
c eruditely adv, erudition 7. 

erupt v.intr, 1 break out suddenly or dramatically. 
2 (of a volcano) become active and eject lava ete. 
3 (of a rash, boil, etc.) appear on the skin, 4 (of the 
teeth) break through the gums. [based on Latin 
eruptus ‘broken out’| 0 eruption 7. eruptive adj. 

erysipelas /e-ri-sip-i-las/ n. Med. a streptococcal 
infection producing inflammation and a deep red 
colour on the skin, [from Greek erusipelas| 

erythema /c-ri-th’ee-mi/ 7. a superficial redden- 
ing of the skin, usu. in patches. [modern Latin] 

erythrd- comb. form red. [from Greck eruthros ‘red’] 

erythrocyte 7. a red blood cell. > 
o erythrocytic ad). 

Es symb, Chem. the element einsteinium, 


BLOOD. 


ERODE 


The wearing away and removal 
of land surfaces by water, wind, 
or ice is known as erosion. It has 
the greatest impact tn areas of 
little or no surface vegetation, 
such as deserts. 


SCTE 


butte 
eroded arch ’ 
rock pedestal . 
parabolte dune | \ 
transverse dune , 


linear 
dune 


granite 


asymmetric fault | 
ridge line 
sandstone han han din 


escapee 


-es! suffix forming plurals of nouns ending in sibi- 
lant sounds (such words in -e dropping the ¢) (Azsses; 
cases; boxes) and of a few ending in -o ( potatoes; heroes). 

-es® suffix forming the 3rd person sing. present of 
verbs ending in sibilant sounds (such words in -e 
dropping the ¢) and ending in 0 (but not -o0) (goes; 
places; pushes). 

escalate x. 1 intr G@ é increase or develop (usu. 
rapidly) by stages. 2 i cause to become more 
intense. D escalation 2. 

escalator 7. a moving staircase consisting of a 
circulating belt forming steps. [based on French 
escalade ‘clunbing by ladder’} 

escallonia 7. an evergreen shrub of the S. Ameri- 
can genus Fscallonia, bearing pink or white flowers. 
[named after Escallon, 18th-century Spanish trav- 
eller] 

escalope 7. a thin slice of meat without any bone, 
esp. veal. [from Old French, literally ‘shell’ 

escapade 7. a piece of reckless behaviour. 

escape @ 2: 1 intr: (often foll. by from) get free of the 
restriction or control of. 2 intr. (of a gas, liquid, etc.) 
leak. 3 ini, succeed in avoiding danger, punish- 
ment, etc. 4 /# get completely free of (a person, 
grasp, etc.). 5 elude (a commitment, danger, etc.). 
6 tx elude the notice or memory of (nothing escapes 

you). 7 tr (of words etc.) issue unawares from (a 
person’s lips). @ . 1 the act or an instance of escap- 
ing; avoidance of danger, mjury, etc. 2 the state of 
having escaped (a narrow escape). 3 a means of 
escaping {often attrib: escape hatch). 4 a leakage of 
gas etc. 5 a temporary relief from reality or worry. 
6 a garden plant running wild. 7 (in full escape 
key) Computing a key which either ends the current 
operation, or converts subsequent characters to a 
control sequence (escape routine, escape sequence). [from 
Anglo-French escaper] 0 escapable ad). escaper n. 

escape clause 7. a clause specifying the conditions 
under which a contracting party is free from an 
obligation. 

escapee 7. a person, esp. a prisoner, who has 
escaped. 


dry wash 


canyon 
mesa 


Mesél 


/ | scree 


\ alluzial fan 


\\ alluvium-filled 
basin 


\\ dry lake bed 
fault line 


deflation hollow 
FEATURES OF AN 
LRODED DESERT 


, LANDSCAPE 


esc apement 


escapement n. the part of a clock or watch that 
connects and regulates the motive powcr. 

escapism 7. the tendency to seek distraction and 
relief from reality. O escapist n. G ad). 

escapology n. the techniques of escaping from 
confinement, esp. as entertainment. D escapolo- 
gist 7. 

escarpment 7. (also escarp) Geol. a long stecp 
slope at the edge of a plateau etc. [from French 
escarpement| 

eschatology 7. 1 the part of theology concerned 
with death and final destiny. 2 a belief or beliets 
about the destiny of mankind and the world. 
[based on Greek eskhaios last] 0 eschatological 
adj. eschatologist 7. 

escheat 7. I the reversion of property to the state, 
or (in feudal law) to a lord, on the owner's dying 
without legal heirs. 2 property affected by this. 
{based on Latin exezdere ‘to fall to a person’s share’ | 

eschew »./?: li/erary avoid; abstain from. [from Old 
French eschwer| 0 eschewal n. 

eschscholtzia /i-sholt-sia/ n, a yellow- or orange- 
flowered plant of the genus Eschscholtzia. [named 
after J. E von &schscholtz, German botanist, 
1793-1831 

escort e 7. /ess-kort/ 1 one or more persons, vehi- 
cles, ships, etc., accompanying a person, vehicle. 
etc., esp. for protection or security or as a mark of 
rank or status. 2 a person accompanying a person 
of the opposite sex socially. @ vf /i-skort/ act as 
an escort to. {from Italian scorta (fem.) “conducted ’| 

escritoire /ess-kree-twah/ n, a writing desk with 
drawers etc. [French| 

escrow 7. Law 1 money, property, or a written 
bond, kept in the custody of a third Seal) until a 
specified condition has been fulfilled. 2 the status of 
this (in escrow). [from Old French escroe ‘scrap. 
sciall] 

escudo 7. (//. -os) the chief monetary unit of 
Portugal ancl Cape Verde (replaced in Portugal by 
the euro in 2002). [based on Latin scutum “shield’| 

escutcheon 1). 1 a shicld or emblem bearing a coat 
of arms. 2 the middle part of a ship’s stern where 
the name ts placed. 3 the protective plate around a 
keyhole or door handle. [based on Latin scutem 
‘shield’ | 

Esd. abbr. Esdras | Apocrypha). 

ESE ab/. east-south-east. 

-ese sujjix forming adjectives and nouns denoting: 
1 an inhabitant or language of a country or city 
( Japanese; Milanese; Viennese). 2 often derag. character 
or style, esp. of language (officialese). 

esker n. (also eskar) Geol. a long ridge of post- 
glacial gravel m river valleys. & vaitey. [from Irish 
euscir] 

Eskimo (also Esquimay) often offers. @ 7. (pl. same 
or -os or Esquimaux pronunc. samme or /-mohz/) 
Loa member of a people inhabiting northern 
Canada, Alaska, Greenland, and eastern Siberia. 
2 any of the languages of this people. @ adj. of or 
relating to the Eskimos or their language. [from 
Algonquian, literally “eaters of raw flesh’] 


m Usage In Canada and, increasingly, elsewhere 
the term Inuit is used to refer to Canadian Eskimos 
and also to Eskimos generally. The term Eskimo 
may offend some people 


ESL ab: English as a second Janguage. 

ESN addr. his. educationally subnormial. 

esophagus ( Svar. of orsaricts. 

esoteric adj. (of a doctrine, mode of speech, etc.) 
intelhgible only to the initiated. 

O esoterically adi 

esotericism //. 


[from Greek 

esdlertkas| esotericist 7. 

ESP abbr. extrasensory perception 

espadrille 7. a light canvas shoe with a plaited fibre 
sole. [from Proyengal espardillo] 


ESPALIER 


espalier /iss-pal-i-cr/ en. 1 a lattice along which 
the branches of a tree or shrub are trained. 2 & a 
tree or shrub trained in this way. @ z./ train in this 
way. [French, from Italian spallera| 

esparto 7. (//. -os) (in full esparto grass) a coarse 
grass, Stipa lenacissima, native to Spam and 
N. Africa, used to make good-quality paper. [Span- 
ish, based on Greek sparion ‘rope’| 

especial adj. 1 notable. 2 attributed or belonging 
chiefly to one person or thing ( your especial charm), 
[from Latin specialis “special” 

especially adv. chiefly; much more than in other 
cases. 

Esperanto n. an artificial universal language 
devised in 1887. [pen-name of its inventor, L. L. 
Zamenhof, Polish physician, 1859 1917] 

espionage /ess-pi-On-ahzh/ n. the practice of 
spying or of using spies. [from French esponnage| 

esplanade 7. 1 a long open level area for walking 
on, esp. beside the sea. 2 a level space separating a 
fortress from a town. [from Spanish esplanada| 

espousal 7. 1 (foil. by of) the espousing of a cause 
etc. 2 archaic a marriage or betvothal. 

2 utr 1 adopt or support (a cause, doctrine, 
etc.). 2 archaic a ‘usu. of a man) marry. b (usu, fol, 
by: 10) give (a woman) in marriage. [based on Latin 
yponsus betrothed] 

espresso 7. (also expresso) (//. -os) 1 strong 
concentrated black coffee made under steam pres- 
sure, 2 a machine for making this. [Italian, literally 
‘pressed out’] 

esprit /ess-pree/ n. 1 wit. 
[French] 

esprit de corps /css-pree dé kor/ n. a feeling of 
devotion to and pride in the group one belongs to, 
[French, literally ‘spirit of the body’| 

espy 0/7, (-ies, -ied) i/erary catch sight of. [from Old 
French esprer] 

Esq. abbr. Esquire. 

-esque /esk/ suffix forming adjectives meaning “in 
the style of or ‘resembling” (vomanesque; Schuman- 
nesque, Statuesque). 


2 spirit, liveliness, 


Esquimau var. of Eskimo. 

esquire 7. 1 (usu. as abbr. Esq.) a Bri. a title 
appended to a man’s surname when no other form 
of address is used. b C'S a title appended to a 
lawyer’s surname. 2 archaic = souine n. 2. [from Latin 
scularius ‘shield-bearer’ | 

-ess suffix forming nouns denoting females (actress; 
lianess; mayoress). 

essay en. /ess-ay/ 1 a composition, usu. short and 
in prose, on any subject. 2 formal an attempt. @ w./r 
/e-say/ formal attempt, try. [based on Latin exzgere 
‘to weigh’] O essayist n. 

essence 7. 1 fundamental nature or inherent char- 
acteristics. 2 a an extract obtained by distillation 
ete. b a perfume. 3 the constituent of a plant that 
determines its chemical properties. O in essence 
funclamentally. of the essence indispensable, 
[based on Latin esse ‘to be’| 

essential e adj. 1 absolutely necessary; indispens- 
able. 2 fundamental, basic. 3 of or constituting the 
essence of a person or thing, @ 7. (esp. in pl.) a basic 
or indispensable clement or thing. Oo essentiality 
n. essentially adi 


estuary 


essential element 7. any of various elements 
required by living organisms for normal growth. 

essential oil 7. a volatile oil derived from a plant 
etc. with its characteristic odour. 

establish w/ 1 set up or consolidate (a busmess, 
system, etc.) on a permanent basis. 2 (foll. by m) settle 
(a person or oneself) in some capacity. 3 (esp. as 
established adj.) achieve permanent acceptance for 
(a custom, belief, practice, insutution, etc.). 4 a place 
beyond dispute (a fact etc.). b find out, ascertain. 
[based on Latin stabilis ‘stable’] 0 establisher 2. 

established Church 7. a Church recognized by 
the state as the national Ghurch, 

establishment 7. 1 the act or an instance of estab- 
lishing; the process of bemg established. 2 a a 
business organization or public institution. b a 
place of business. c a residence. 3 a the staff of an 
organization. b a household. 4 any organized body 
permanently maintained. 5 a Church system orga- 
nized by law. 6 a (the Establishment) the group 
in a society exercising authority or influence, and 
seen as resisting change. b any influential or 
controlling group (the literary establishment). 

estate 7. 1 a property consisting of an extensive 
area of land usu. with a large house. 2 Brit. a 
modern residential or industrial area with inte- 
grated design or purpose. 3 all of a person’s assets 
and labilues. 4 a property where rubber, tea, 
grapes, ctc., are cultivated. 5 (in full estate of the 
realm) esp. Ais!. an order or class forming (or 
regarded as) a part of the body politic. 6 archaic or 
literary a state or position in life (the estate of holy 
matrimony). 7 Brit. collog. = vstary. car. O the Three 
Estates Lords Spiritual (the heads of the Church), 
Lords Temporal (the peerage), and the Commons. 
[from Old French estat| 

estate agent 7. Br. 1 a person whose business is 
the sale or lease of buildings and land on behalf of 
others. 2 the steward of an estate. 

estate car n. Bril. avar with the passenger area 
extended and combined with space for luggage. 
B GAR 

estate duty 7. Bri, histcleath duty levied on property. 

estate of the realm see isiar. 5. 

esteem e@ 2/7 1 (usuyan fasswe) have a high regard 
for. 2 formal consider (esteemed it an honour). e n. high 
regard; favour (held them in esteem). [from Latin aesti- 
mare ‘to fix the price of 7] 

ester 1. Chem. any of a class of organic compounds 
produced by replacing the hydrogen of an acid by 
an alkyl etc. radical, many of which occur naturally 
as oils and fats. [German] O esterify z/7: (-ies, -ied). 

esthete (/S var, of acsriHitn. 

esthetic (Svar. of wsineric. 

estimable adj. worthy of esteem. [related to siete] 

estimate e 7. 1 an approximate judgement. 2 a price 
specified as that likely to be charged for work to be 
undertaken. @ ¢.tz (also absol.) 1 form an estimate of. 
2 \foll. by that + clause) make a rough calculation. 
3 value or measure by estimation; adjudge. [based 
on Latin aestimatus “appraised’] 6 estimator n. 

estimation 7. 1 the process or result of estimating. 
2 judgement of worth (tn my estimation). 

estival (Svar. of sti. 

estivate ('S var. of avsivait. 


Estonian e 7. 1 a a native of Estonia, a Baltic 
republic. b a person of Estonian descent. 2 the 
language of Estonia. @ adj. of or relating to Estonia 
or its people or language. 

estrange ¢./7, 1 (usu. in passive) cause to turn away in 
feeling or affection; alicnate. 2 (as estranged adj.) 
(of a husband or wife) no longer living with his or 
her spouse. [from Latin extraneare ‘to treat as a 
stranger] O estrangement n. 

estrogen ('S var. of ors: ROG. 

US var. of o1strus ete. 

estuary 7. (pl. -ies) a wide tidal mouth of a river. 
D coxsttine. [from Latin aestuarium ‘tidal channel’| 
0 estuarine «/). 


estrus c(c. 


ETA 


ETA! abbr, estimated time of arrival. 

ETA? /et-/ n. a Basque separatist movement in 
Spain. [from Basque Euzkadi ta Azkatasuna “Basque 
homeland and liberty’ | 

eta /ee-ta/ n. the seventh letter of the Greek 
alphabet (H, 1). [Greek] 

et al, abbr. and others. [Latin et alii, et alia, etc.] 

ete. abbr = rr crrrea. 

et cetera (also etcetera) e adv. 1 aand the rest; and 
similar things or people. b or similar things or 
people. 2 and so on. e z. (in fi.) the usual sundries 
or extras. [Latin] 

etch v. 1 /, a reproduce (a picture etc.) by engraving 
a design on a metal plate with acid. b engrave (a 
plate) in this way. 2 mz. practise this craft. 3 ¢ (foll. 
by on, upon) impress deeply (esp. on the mind). [from 
Old High German azzen ‘to cause to eat or to be 
eaten’| Oo etcher 7. 

etching 7. 1 a print made from an etched plate. 
2 the art of producing these plates 

eternal adj. 1 existing always; without an end or 
(usu.) beginning in time. 2 essentially unchanging 
(elernal truths). 3 collog. constant; seeming not to 
cease (your eternal nagging). 0 the Eternal God. 
{from Latin aeternus} 0 eternality n. eternalize 
utr, (also -ise). eternally adv. 

Eternal City 7. (prec. by /he) Rome. 

eternal triangle x. a relationship between three 
people, usu. two of one sex and one of the other, ’ 
involving sexual rivalry. 

eternity 77. ( p/. -ies) 1 infinite or unending (esp. future) 
time. 2 Theol. endless life after death. 3 the state of 
being eternal. 4 (often prec. by an) collog. a very long 
time. [from Latin aeterniias, based on aevwm ‘age’] 

eternity ring 7. a finger ring set with gems all round. 

ethane 7. Chem. a gaseous hydrocarbon of the 
alkane series, occurring in natural gas. 

ethanol n. Chem. = a.couor 1, 

ethene 7. Chem. = Wi tyLEnr. 

ether n. } Chem. a a colourless volatile organic 
liquid used as an anaesthetic or solvent. b any of a 
class of organic compounds with a similar struc- 
ture to this, having an oxygen joined to two alkyl 
etc. groups. 2 (also aether) the clear sky; the upper 
regions of air. 3 (also aether) /u/. a a medium 
formerly assumed to permeate space. b a medium 
through which electromagnetic waves were 
formerly thought to be tansmitted. [from Greek | 
ather| 0 etheric adj. 

ethereal adj. (also etherial) 1 light, airy. 2 highly, 
delicate, esp. in appearance. 3 heavenly, celestial. 
oethereality n. ethereally adv. 

Ethernet n. Computing a system of communication for 
local area networks by coaxial cable that prevents 
simultaneous transmission by more than one station. 

ethic x. a set of moral principles (he Quaker ethic). 
[from Greek éhikos| 

ethical adj. 1 relating to morals. 2 morally correct. 
3 (of a medicine or drug) not advertised to the 
general public, and usu, available only on a 
doctor’s prescription. o ethicality n. ethically adv. 

ethical investment 1». investment in 
companies that meet ethical criteria speci- 
fied by the investor. 

ethics 7.p/. 1 (usu. treated as sing) moral 
philosophy. 2 a (treated as p/.) moral princi- 
ples. b (often treated as pi.) a sct of these 
(medical ethics). 0 ethicist n. 

Ethiopian e 7. 1 a native or national of 
Ethiopia in NE Africa. 2 a person of 
Ethiopian descent. @ ad. of or relating to 
Ethiopia. [from Greek Aahiops| 

ethnic e adj. 1 a (of a social group) y 
having a common national or 
cultural tradition. b (of clothes, 
music, etc.) characteristic of or mnflu- 
enced by the traditions of a particular 
people or culture, esp. one regarded as 
exotic. 2 denoting origin by birth or 


descent rather than nationality (ethnic Turks). 3 relat- 
ing to race or culture (ethnic group; ethnic origins). @ n. 
1 N. Amer, & Austral. a member of an (esp. minority) 
ethnic group. 2 (in /.; usu. treated as sing) = 
trHNoLocy. [from Greek ethnikos ‘heathen’] 6 ethni- 
cally adv. ethnicity 7. 

ethnic cleansing 2. euphem. the mass expulsion or 
extermination of members of a particular ethnic or 
religious group in a certain area. 

ethno- comb. form ethnic, ethnological. [from Greek 
ethnos ‘nation’ | 

ethnocentric adj. evaluating other races and cultures 
by criteria specific to one’s own. 0 ethnocentrically 
adv. ethnocentricity 7. ethnocentrism 7. 

ethnography 2. the scientific descripuon of races 
and cultures of humankind. o ethnographer 7. 
ethnographic adj. ethnographical adj. 

ethnology 7. the comparative scientific study of 
human peoples. 0 ethnological ad. ethnologist 7. 

ethology 7. 1 the science of animal behaviour. 
2 the science of character-formation in human 
behaviour. 6 ethological adj. ethologist n. 

ethos 7. the characteristic spirit or attitudes of a 
coninuunity, people, or system, or of a literary work 
etc. [from Greek éthos ‘nature, disposition } 

ethyl 7. (attrb.) Chem. a monovalent radical derived 
from ethane by removal of a hydrogen atom (ethy/ 
alcohol). [German] 

ethylene 7. Chem. a gaseous hydrocarbon of the 
alkene series, occurring in natural gas and used in 
the manufacture of polythene. 

ethylene glycol 7. a colourless viscous hygroscopic 
liquid used as an antifreeze and in the manufacture 
of polyesters. 

etiolate wiz 1 make (a plant) pale by excluding 

, light. 2 give a sickly hue to (a person). [from 
Norman French ¢feuler “to make into haulm’| 
0 etiolation 7. 

etiology US var. of avriovowy. 

etiquette 1». 1 the conventional rules of social behav- 
iour. 2 a the customary behaviour of members of a 
profession towards each other. b the unwritten code 
governing this (medial etiquette). [from French| 

Etruscan e adj. of or relating to ancient Etruria in 
Italy. @ n. 1 a native of Etruria. 2 the language of 
Etruria. [from Latin Efruscus] 

et seq. air, (also et seqq.) and the following (pages 
etc.). [Latin ef sequential 

-ette suffix forming nouns meaning: 1 small (hitch 
enetle, cigarette). 2 imitation or substitute (leatherelle, 
flannelette). 3 temale (usherette, suffragette). 

étude /ay-tewd/ n. a short musical composition 
designed to improve the technique of the player. 
[French, literally ‘study’ | 

etymology ». (//. -ies) 1 a the sources of the 
formation of a word and the development of its 
meaning. b an account of these. 2 the branch of 
linguisties concerned with etymologies. [from 
Greek e/unologia) 0 etymological adj. etymologi- 
cally adv. etymologist n. 

etymon #7. 2 word or form from which a later word 
is derived. [Greek etumon, from efumos ‘truc’] 

EU abd. European Union. 


w Usage Sec Usage Note at 
Ev ROPLAN COMMUNITY. 


Eu symb. Chem. the 
curopium. 


element 


eu- comb. form well, easily. 

eucalyptus 7. (also eucalypt) (1. 
eucalyptuses, eucalypti /-ty/, 01 
eucalypts) 1 < any tree of the genus 
Eucalyptus, native to Australasia, many 
) being cultivated for their umber, 
for the oil from their 


EUCALYPTUS: 
Mount WELLINGTON 
PL_PPLRMIN 1 


(Eucalyptus coccifera) 


euphorbia 


leaves, for gums and resins, or as ornamental trees. 
2 (in full eucalyptus oil) the oil from eucalyptus 
leaves used as an antiseptic etc. [based on Greek 
kaluptos ‘covered’, the unopened flower being 
protected by a cap] 

Eucharist 7. 1 the Christian sacrament commem- 
orating the Last Supper, in which bread and wine 
are consecrated and consumed. 2 the consecrated 
elements, esp. the bread (receive the Eucharist). [based 
on Greek eukharistos ‘grateful’] 0 Eucharistic ad. 

euchre /yoo-ker/ @ n. an American card game for 
two, three, or four players. @ wiz 1 (in euchre) gain the 
advantage over (another player) when that player fails 
to take three tricks. 2 deceive, outwit. 3 Austral. 
exhaust, ruin. [from German dialect Jucker(spiel)]| 

Euclidean adj. of or relating to Euclid, 3rd-c. 1c 
Alexandrian geometrician. [from Greek Euklecdetos| 

Euclidean geometry 2. the geometry of ordinary 
experience, in which the postulates of Euclid are 
valid. 

Euclidean space n. space for which Euclidean 
geometry Is valid, 

eugenics 7. the science of improving the popula- 
tion by controlled breeding for desirable inherited 
characteristics. O eugenic adj. eugenically adv. 
eugenicist 7. eugenist /. 

eukaryote /yoo-kari-oht/ n. Biol. an organism 
consisting of a cell or cells in which the genetic 
material is DNA in the form of chromosomes 
contained within a distinct nucleus (cf. prokaryore). 
Oo eukaryotic ad. 

eulogize 2/7, (also -ise) praise in speech or writing. 
0 eulogist n. eulogistic ad). 

eulogy 2. (//. -ies) 1 a speech or writing in praise of 
a person. b an expression of praise. 2 C'S. a funeral 
oration in praise of a person. [from Late Latin eulo- 
gia ‘praise’} 

eunuch /yoo-niik/ n. a castrated man. [from 
Greek eunoukhos, literally ‘bedchamber attendant’] 

euonymus /yoo-on-i-miis/ 7, any tree or shrub of 
the genus Euonymus, e.g. the spindle tree. [from 
Greek eudnumos ‘of lucky name’] 

euphemism 7, 1 a mild or vague expression substi- 
tuted for one thought to be too harsh or direct (e.g. 
pass over for die). 2 the use of such expressions. 
[based on Greek euphemos ‘fair of specch’| 
0 euphemistic ad. euphemistically  adu. 
euphemize v./r, G intr. (also -ise). 

euphonious adj. 1 sounding pleasant, harmonious. 
2 concerning cuphony. 0 euphoniously adv. 

euphonium 7. ¥ a 
brass instrument of 
the tuba family. 
> prass. {modern Latin| 


Mand bell 

piston ' 
valve | 

mouthpiece 

value 

shde 
conical 

tube 
EUPHONIUM 


euphony ”. ( f/. -ies) 1 a pleasantness of sound, esp. of 
a word or phrase. b a pleasant sound. 2 the tendency 
to make a phonetic change for ease of pronunciation. 
[from Greek euphonia| O euphonic ad). 

euphorbia x. any plant of the genus Euphorbia, 
including spurges. & succuanr. [based on Euphorbus, 
Ist-century Greek physician] 


to 


euphoria 


euphoria 2. a feeling of well-being. [Greek, based 
on euphoros ‘borne well’| o euphoric ad. eaphor- 
ically adv. 

euphoriant e adj, inclucing cuphoria, e 7. a euphori- 
ant drug. 

Eurasian e ad. 1 of mixed European and Asian 
parentage. 2 of Europe and Asia. @ 2. a Eurasian 
person. 

Euratom 7. European Atomic Energy Community, 

eureka /yoor-eek-a/ e inl. I have found it! 
(expressing Joy at a discovery etc.). @ 7. an exultant 
cry of ‘eureka’. [from Greek eureka “1 have found 
it, attributed to Archimedes, Greek mathemat- 
ician, died 212 i | 

euro 7. the single European currency, which 
replaced the national currencies of France, 
Germany, Spain, Italy, Greece, Portugal, Luxem- 
bourg, Austria, Finland, the Republic of Ireland, 
Belgium, and the Netherlands in 2002. & uyxknott. 

Euro- comb. form Europe, European. 

Eurobond 1, an international bond issued outside 
the country in whose currency its value ts stated. 
Eurocheque 7. a cheque issued under a banking 
arrangement enabling account-holders from one 
European country to use their cheques in another. 
Eurocrat 7. usu. derog. a bureaucrat in the adinnis- 

tration of the European Union. 

Eurodollar 7. a dollar held outside the US (not 
necessarily in Europe:. 

Euro-MP 2. a member of 
ment, 

European e ad). 1 of or in Europe. 2 a descended 
from natives of Europe. b originaung in or charac- 
teristic of Europe. 3 a happening in or extending 
over Europe. b concerning Europe as a whole rather 
than its individual countries. 4 of or relating to the 
European Union. @ 7. 1 aa native or mhabitant of 
Europe. b a person descended from natives of 
Europe. ¢ a white person. 2 a person concerned with 
European matters. O Europeanism 7. Euro- 
peanize ?./r & ini: (also -ise;. Europeanization 7. 

European Community ». an economic and polit- 
ical association of certain European countries as a 
unit with internal free trade and common external 
tariffs, 


the European Parha- 


m Usage The European Community (EC) was 
formed in 1967 from the European Coal and Stecl 
Community (ECSC), the European Economic 
Community (EEC), and the European Atom: 
Energy Community (Euratom), The name ‘Euro- 
pean Communities’ is used in Jegal contexts where 
the three distinct organizations are recognized. 
The name “European Economic Community’ 
(EEC) is someumes used loosely for the merged 
organization. [In November 1993 the EC: became 
known as the European Union (EU), 


European Economic Community see note al 
Lt ROPLAN COMMENTS, 

europium 7. Chim. a solt silvery metallic element of 
the lanthanide series, occurring naturally in snaall 
quantities. [modern Latin] 

Euro-rebel x. a person who does not share his or 
her pohtucal party’s enthusiasm for the European 
Union. 

Euro-sceptic 7. a person who is not enthusiastic 
about mereasing the powers of the European 
Union. 

Eurovision 7. a network of European television 
production administered by the European Broad- 
casting Union. 

Eustachian tube /yoo-stay-shan/ ». Anat. a tube 
leading from the pharynx to the cavity of the 
middle car, & 1k. {named after B. Entachio, Italian 
anatomist. 1520 7 t] 

eustasy #4. a change in sea level throughout the 
world caused by tectonic movements, melting ol 
glaciers. ete. [based on German enslalisch (adj.i] 
Deustatic ad). 

eutectic Chem. e ad), iof a 


mixture, alloy ete 


having the lowest freezing point of any possible 
proportions of its constituents. @ 7. a eutectic 
mixture. [from Greek eutéktos ‘easily melting’ | 

euthanasia 7. 1 the painless killmg of a patient 
suffering from an incurable and painful disease. 
2 such a death. [Greek] 

eutherian 7, & adj. Zvol. en. a mammal of the infra- 
class Eutheria, giving nourishment to its unborn 
young through a placenta (as in humans). 
> MAMMALS. @ ad. of or relating to this mfraclass, 
which includes all mammals except marsupials and 
monotremes. [EU- + Greek ther ‘wild beast’] 

eutrophic adj. (of a jake etc.) rich in nutrients and 
so supporting a dense plant population, the decom- 
position of which kills animal life by depriving it of 
oxygen. [based on Greek frephein “to nourish’ 
0c eutrophicate v./ eutrophication 7. 

eV abbr, clectronyolt. 

evacuate v./7, 1 a remove (people) from a place of 
danger. b empty (a place) in this way. 2 make empty 
(a vessel of air etc.). 3 (of troops) withdraw from (a 
place). 4 a empty (the bowels or other bodily 
organ). b discharge (faeces etc.). [based on Latin 
evacuatus ‘empued’| 0 evacuation n. 

evacuee 7. a person evacuated from a place of 
danger. 

evade u./7 1 a escape from, avoid. esp. by guile or 
trickery. b avoid doing (one’s duty ete.), € avoid 
answering (a question). 2 a avoid paying \tax) by 
Ulegitimate presentation of one’s finances. b defeat 
the intention of (a law etc.). 3 (of a thing) elude or 
baffle (a person). [from Latin eradere] 0 evader n, 

evaluate ».f 1 assess. appraise. 2 a find or state the 
number or amount of. b find a numerical expres- 
sion for, G evaluation 7, evaluative ad). 
evaluator 7. 

evanesce winit 1 fade from sight. 
2 become eflaced. [from Latin ezanescere] 

evanescent ad). quickly facing, 0 evanes- 
cence 1. 

evangelical e adj. t of or according to the 
teaching of the gospel or the Christian 
religion. 2 of a branch of Protestant Chris- 
tanity emphasizing the authority of 
Seripture, personal conversion, and the 
doctrine of salvation by faith in the 
Atonement. 3 zealously advocating a 
cause. @ 2. a member of the evangel- 
ical tradition. [from ecclesiastical 
Greek enaggelikos| O ~evangelical- 
ism 7. evangelically ad. 

evangelism /. 1 the preaching of the 
gospel. 2 zealous advocacy of a cause or 
doctrine. 

evangelist 7. 1 any of the writers of the 
four Gospels. 2a preac her of the gospel. 3a 
lay person doing missionary work. 

evangelistic ad, 1 of or relating to evangel- 


ever 


funeral). 2 the time just before anything (‘he eve of the 
election). 3 archaic evening, [Middle English] 
even! e ad). (evener, evenest) I level. 2 a uniform 
in quality; constant. b equal,m number, amount, 
value, score, etc. ¢ equally balanced. 3 (usu. foll. by 
with) in the same plane or line. 4 (of a person’s 
temper etc.) equable, calm. 5 a (of a number) divis- 
ible by two without a remainder. b bearing such a 
number (no parking on even dates). ¢ not involving frac- 
tions; exact (in even dozens). @ adv. 1 used to invite 
comparison of the stated assertion, negation, etc., 
with an implied one that is less strong or remark- 
able (never even opened [let alone read] the letter, does he 
even suspect [not to say realize] the danger?). 2 used to 
introduce an extreme case (even you must realize 1; i 
might even cost £100). @ v.t. & intr. make or become 
even, 0 even as at the very moment that. even 
now 1 now as well as before. 2 at this very 
moment. even so 1 notwithstanding that; never- 
theless. 2 quite so. 3 in that case as well as in others. 
even though despite the fact that. get (or be) 
even with have one’s revenge on. [Old English] 
O evenly adv. evenness n. 
even? n. poet. evening. [Old English] 
even break 7. collog. an equal chance. 
even chance ”. an equal chance of success or failure. 
even-handed adj, impartial. O even-handedly 
adv. even-handedness 1. 
evening e@ 7. the end part of the day, esp. from 
about 6 p.m., or sunset if carlier, to bedtime (this 
evening, during the evening; evening meal; had a lively 
ecening). @ int. collog. = good evening (see Goon adj. 14). 
(Old English] 
evening dress n. formal dress for evening wear. 
evening primrose 7. 4 any plant of 
the genus Oenothera with pale yellow 
flowers that open in the evening, 
and from whose seeds an oil is 
extracted for medicinal use. 
evenimg star 7. a planet, esp. 
Venus, when visible in the west after 
sunset. : 


even money 7. betting odds offering 
the gambler the chance of winning the 
amount he or she staked. 
evens 77.) Brit. = 1.0 Monty. 
evensong 7". 
prayer, esp. 
churches. 
event 1”. 1 a thing that happens. 
2 a the fact of a thing's occurring. 
ba result or outcome. 3 an item in a 
sports programme, 0 at all events (or 
in any event) whatever happens. in the 
event as it turns for turned) out. in the 
event of if (a specified thing) happens. in 
the event that is/. if it happens that. [from 
Latin eventus Shaving happened ’| 


a service of evening 
that of Anglican 


isn - , = EVENING — = = . 

ism. 2 of the four evangelists. F : 

‘6 i fal Bt a 1 ; PRIMROSE ® Usage Jn fhe event thai is considered 
evangelize wir (also -18e) {also absol.) (Ocnothera 2Wkward by some people. It can usually be 


preach the gospel to. 2 convert (a person) to 
Christianity. O evangelization 7. evangel- 
izer 7. 

evaporate v. 1 ini turn from solid or liquid into 
vapour, & Mariir. 2 int. @ tr lose or cause to lose 
moisture as vapour, 3 mlx G Ir disappear or cause 
to disappear sour courage evaporated), [ased on Latin 
vapor ‘steam’ O evaporation 7. evaporative adj. 
evaporator ". 

evaporated milk », milk concentrated by partial 
evaporation, 

evasion 1, I the act of evading. 2 aa subterfuge or 
prevaricating excuse. b an evasive answer. [from 
Latin evas/o| 

evasive adj. 1 secking to evade something. 2 not 
direct in one’s answers etc. 3 enabling or eflecting 
evasion (eravive action). 4 fof a person) habitually 
pracusing evasion. G evasively adi. evasiveness ni. 

eve n. 1 the evening or day before a church festival 
or any date or event (Christmas Eve. the eve of the 


hicnnis) 


avoiled by rephrasing, e.g. in the event thal it 
rans can be replaced by in the event of rain. 


eventer 1. Bril. a horse or rider who takes part in 
horse trials. 

eventful adj. marked by noteworthy events. 

event horizon 7, Astron. a notional boundary 
around a black hole beyond which no light or other 
radiation can escape. & BLAGKHOL 

eventide #1. archaic or poet. =1\1NINc, 

eventing 7). Byi/. participation in horse trials, esp. 
cross-country, dressage, and showjumping, 

eventual ad). occurring or existing in due course or 
at last. [related to 1\1.41| O eventually adv, 


eventuality 7». (/. -ies) a possible 
outcome, 


event or 


eventuate ?.17/7, forma! 1 turn out in a specified way 
as the result. 2 (often foll, by in) result. 

ever adv. 1 at all mes; always (ever hopeful: ever afier. 
2 at any time (have you ever been to Paris?; as good as 


evergreen 


ever). 3 as an emphatic word: a in any way; at all 
(how ever did you do it?). b (prec. by as) in any manner 
possible (be as quick as ever you can). 4 (often in comb.) 
constantly (ever-present). 5 (foll. by so, suck) Brit. collog. 
very; very much (is ever so easy; was ever such a nice 
man). 6 (foll. by compar) constantly, continually; 
increasingly (grew ever larger; ever more sophisticated). 
O ever since throughout the period since. for 
ever I for all future ume. 2 collog. for a long time 
(cf. Forever). [Old English] 


a Usage When ever is used with a question word for 
emphasis it is written separately (see sense 3). When 
used with a relative pronoun or adverb to give it 
indefinite or general force, ever is written as one 
word with the relative pronoun or adverb, e.g. 
However it’s done, it’s difficult. 


evergreen @ ad. | always green or fresh. 2 (of a 
plant) retaining green leaves throughout the year. 
@ n. an evergreen plant. > TREE 

everlasting @ adj. 1 lasting for ever. 2 lasting for a 
long time, esp. so as to become unwelcome. 3 (of 
flowers) keeping their shape and colour when 
dried. @ n. 1 eternity. 2 = imorreLty. O everlast- 
ingly adv. everlastingness n. 

evermore adi. for ever; always. 

every det. 1 each without exception (heard every word; 
watched her every movement). 2 each at a specified inter- 
val in a series (comes every four days). 3 all possible (there 
is every prospect of success). O every bit as collog. (in 
comparisons) quite as (very bit as good). every now 
and again (or now and then) from time to time. 
every other each second in a series (every other day). 
every so often occasionally. every which way .N. 
Amer. collog. 1 in all directions. 2 in a disorderly 
manner. [Old English, from ére #c ‘ever each’] 

everybody pyon. every person. 

everyday ad. 1 occurring every day. 2 suitable 
for or used on ordinary days. 3 commonplace, 
usual. 

Everyman 7. the ordinary or typical human being. 
[name of” the principal character in a 15th-century 
morality play] 

everyone pron. everybody. 

every one 7. each one (sée also Lvpryonr). 

everything pron. 1 all things; all the things of a 
group or class. 2 collog. a a great deal (he owes her 
everything). b the essential consideration (speed i 
everything). 

everywhere adv. 1 in every place. 2 collog. in many 
places. ; 

evict vf, cxpel (a tenant) from a property by lega 
process. [based on Latin evictus ‘conquered 
completely’] eviction zn. 

evidence e 7. 1 the available facts, circumstances, 
etc. indicating whether or not a thing is true or 
valid. 2 Law a information tending to prove a fact 
or proposition. b statements or proofs adnussible as 
testimony in a law court. 3 clearness, obviousness. 
e wir, be evidence of. o in evidence noticeable, 
conspicuous. 

evident «dj. plain or obvious; manifest. [from Latin 
evident- ‘seeing plainly’ | 


| EVOLUTION 


Evolution is a process by which living things 


change over time, and adapt to the conditions of 
their environment. For example, fossils reveal that 


the modern horse evolved from smaller 
ancestors; the earliest horse, 
Hyracotherium, was about the 

size of a small dog. Evolu- 

tion can also bring about a 

reduction in size,andaloss & , “ 
of redundant features, 
such as wings. 


Hy RACOTHERIUM 
(50 million years ago) 


evidential adj. of or providing evidence. 0 eviden- 
tially adv. 

evidently adv. 1 plainly, obviously. 2 (qualifying a 
whole sentence) it is plain that, it would seem 
that (evrdently, we're too late). 3 (said in reply) so it 
appears. 

evil @ adj. 1 morally bad; wicked. 2 harmful or tend- 
ing to harm. 3 disagreeable (has an evil temper). 
4 unlucky; causing misfortune (ei! days). @ n. 1 an 
evil thing; an instance of something evil. 2 wicked- 
ness. O speak evil of slander. [Old English] 
oO evilly adv. evilness n. 

evil eye n. a gaze superstitiously believed to be able 
to cause harm. 

evince v./7, 1 indicate or make evident. 2 show that 
one has (a quality). [from Latin evincere ‘to prove’] 

eviscerate /i-vis-er-ayt/ v./r,_ formal 1 disembowel. 
2 empty or deprive of essential contents. [based on 
Latin evsceratus ‘disembowelled’| 0 evisceration 7. 

evocative adj. tending to evoke (esp. feclings or 
memories). D evocatively adz. 

evoke v./7, 1 inspire or draw forth (memories, feel- 
ings, a response, etc.). 2 = invok. 3. [from Latin 
evocare| 0 evocation n. evoker n. 

evolution 7. 1 gradual development. 2 ¥ a process 
by which species develop from earlier forms, as an 
explanation of their origins. 3 the appearance or 
presentation of events etc. in due succession (the 
evolution of the plot). 4 a change in the disposition of 
troops or ships. 5 the giving off or evolving of gas, 
heat, etc. 6 an opening out. [from Latin evolutio 
‘unrolling’| o evolutional ad. evolutionary ad). 
evolutionarily adz. 

evolutionist 7. a person who believes in evolution 
as explaining the origin of species. 0 evolution- 
ism /1. 

evolve v. 1 ini. S ir, develop gradually by a natural 
process. 2 #7: devise (a theory, plan, etc.). 3 mir. G tr 
unfold? open out. 4 #: give off (gas, heat, etc.). [from 
Latin evolvere “to unroll’| 0 evolvement n. 

ewe 7. a female sheep. [Old English] 

ewer 7. a large water jug with a wide mouth, [based 
on Latin aquarius ‘of water’] 

ex! prep. 1 (of goods) sold from (ex-w orks). 2 (of stocks 
or shares) without, excluding. 


ex n. collog. a former husband or wife. 

ex- prefix (also e- before some consonaitls, ef- before 
f) 1 forming verbs meaning: a out, forth (evelude: 
exit). b upward (eatol). ¢ thoroughly (excruciate). 
d bring into a state (exasperate). e remove or free 
from (expatriale; exonerate). 2 forming nouns from 
tides of office. status, etc., meanme ‘formerly’ (ex- 
president, ex-wife). 

exacerbate /ig-zass-er-bayt/ ufr 1 make (pain, 
anger, etc.) worse. 2 irritate (a person). [based on 
Latin acerbus ‘bitter’] G exacerbation n. 

exact e@ adj. 1 accurate; correct in all details (an exact 
description). 2 a precise. b (of a person) tending to 
precision. @ vr 1 demand and enforce payment of 
(money etc.). 2 a demand; insist on. b (of circum- 
stances) require urgently, [from Latin  exactus] 
0D exactitude 1. exactness 1. 


EVOLUTION OF THE HORSE 


ek -: 


MESOHIPPUS 
(30 million years ago) 


MERYCHIPPUS 
(20 million ye 


ex cathedra 


exacting adj. 1 making great demands. 2 calling for 
much effort. 0 exactingly adv. 

exaction vv. 1 the act or an instance of exacting; the 
process of being exacted. 2 a an illegal or exorbi- 
tant demand; an extortion. b a sum or thing 
exacted. 

exactly adv. 1 accurately, precisely; in an exact 
manner (worked it out exactly). 2 in exact terms (exactly 
when did tt happen?). 3 (said in reply) quite so; I quite 
agree. 

exact science 7. a science admitting of absolute or 
quantitative precision. 

exaggerate »./7, 1 (also absol.) give an impression of 
(a thing) that makes it seem larger or greater 
etc. than it really is. 2 enlarge or alter beyond 
normal or due proportions (spoke with exaggerated 
politeness). [based on Latin exaggeratus ‘heaped up’] 
Oo exaggeratedly adv. exaggeration n. exagger- 
ator /. 

exalt ut 1 raise in rank or power etc. 2 praise 
highly. 3 (usu. as exalted ad.) make lofty or noble 
(exalted aims; an exalted style). [from Latin exaltare] 
o exaltedness 7. 

exaltation x. 1 the act or an instance of exalting; 
the state of being exalted. 2 elation; rapturous 
emotion. 

exam n. collog. = examination 3b. 

examination 7. 1 the act or an instance of exam- 
ining; the state of being examined. 2 a detailed 
inspection. 3 a the tesung of the proficiency or 
knowledge of candidates for a qualification by 
questions. b a test of this kind. 4 an instance of 
examining or being examined medically. 5 Law the 
formal questioning of the accused or of a witness 
in court. 

examine 2/7, 1 enquire into the nature or condition 
etc. of. 2 look closely at. 3 test the proficiency of. 
4 check the health of (a patient). 5 Law formally 
question (the accused or a witness) in court. [from 
Latin examinare ‘to weigh, test’] 0 examunable adj. 
examinee 7. examiner 1. 

example x. 1 a thing characteristic of its kind or 
illustrating a general rule. 2 a person, thing, or 
piece of conduct, regarded in terms of its fitness to 
be imitated or likelihood of being imutated (must set 
him an example; you are a bad example). 3 a circum- 
stance or treatment seen as a warning to others; a 
person so treated (shall make an example of you). 4 a 
problem or exercise designed to illustrate a rule. 
o for example by way of illustration. [from Latin 
exempluni| 

ex ante adj. Evon. based on expected results, fore- 
cast, [modern Latin, = ‘from before’ | 

exarch 7. in the Orthodox Church, a bishop lower 
in rank than a patriarch and having jurisdiction 
wider than the metropolitan of a diocese. [ecclesi- 
astical Latin from Greek evarkhos] 0 exarchate n. 

exasperate 2/7, irritate intensely. [based on Latin 
exasperatus “roughened’] 0 exasperatedly a/v. 
exasperatingly adv. exasperation 1. 

ex cathedra /cks ka-th’ee-dra/ adj. © adv. with full 
authority (esp. of a papal pronouncement. [Latin, 
literally “from the (teacher's) chair’ 


Wes wos 
imodern horse) 


ars aco, 


excavate 


EXCAVATE 


Excavating machinery, such as the excavator 


shown here, is used for digging holes or 
trenches and earth-moving. A variety of 
tools, such as a clamshell 

grab, can be attached 
to the excavator’s 
head to perform 
different tasks. 


engine 
hatch 


diesel | 
engine | engin 


radiata 
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slabilizing feet — 


excavate vf 1 a A make (a hole or channel) by 
digging. b dig out material from \the ground) 
2 reveal or extract by digging. 3 talseo abyol.) Archaeol. 
dig systematically to explore (a site). [based on 
Latin cavws “hollow’| o excavation 1. excavator 1. 

exceed 7./; 1 be more or greater than, 2 go beyond 
or do more than is warranted by ta set limit. esp ot 
one’s instructions or rights). 3 surpass. [from Latin 
ercedere “to go out’ | 

exceeding aq. 1 surpassing in amount or degree. 
2 pre-eminent. 

exceedingly ad. very: to a great extent. 

excel 1 (excelled. excelling) (often foll. by in. a) 
1 fr be superior to. 2 mf he pre-eminent (evcels af 
games), 0 excel oneself surpass one’s previous 
performance. [from Latin evcellere ‘to be eminent’ 

excellence 7. the state of excelling; surpassing 
merit or quality. [relatecl to Lxcii.| 

Excellency 7. ( //. -ies;\usu. prec. by lour, His, Her, 
Then) a title of ambassadors, governors, ete 

excellent aq. extremely good. 0 excellently ade. 

excentric var. of icc) Nie (in technical senses). 

except @ 7./: (often as excepted ad), placed alter 
object) exclude from a general statement, condi- 
tion, etc. exe pote d him from the amnesty: present company 
excepted ). @ prep. often Toll. by for, or that + clause, not 
includmeg: other than (all failed except him: ts all right 
ercept that it is too long). @ con). archaic unless tewepl he 
be born again;. {from Latin eveeplus taken ou] 


excepting pep, =1\c 1." prep. 


a Usage Axcepting should be used only after not and 
always; otherwise, except should be used. 


exception 7. 1 the act or an instance of excepting; 
the state of being excepted. 2 a thing that has been 
or will be excepted. 3 an instance that does not 
follow a rule, G take exception coften foll. by fo) 
object: be resentlul (about). with the exception 
of except; not inclucling 

exceptionable ad). open to objection. 

a Usage Lyerplionable should not be confused with 


eweptional, Note the citlerence in meaning between 
Her new book way uni ble i 


weptior Le. it contained 


ceva 


hydraulically-operated stabilizer 


head 


hydraulic 
rai 


hydraulic 
ran 


cab 


—.. boom 


hydraulic 
ram . 


clamshell 
grab . 


seernging gear 
unil 


forty 


nothing that would cause objections) and Her neve: 
book was unerceptional (i.e, was mediocre). 


exceptional «id. 1 forming an exception. 2 unusual; 
not typical (exceptional circumstances). 3 unusually good; 
outstanding. O exceptionality n. exceptionally 
adi. 


wa Usage Scc Usage Note at cxcirrion pi. 


excerpt @ 7. /ek-serpt/ a short extract from a 
hook, film, piece of music, etc. @ utr /ik-serpt/ 
(also absol.) take (an extract) from a book ete. [from 
Latin excerpium “thing plucked out’| 0 excerptible 
adj. excerption n. 


excess e@ 7. 1 the state or an instance of exceeding. 
2 the amount by which one quantity or number 
exceeds another. 3 a the overstepping of the 
accepted limits of moderation, esp. intemperance 
in eating or drinking, b (in f/.) outrageous or 
immoderate behaviour, 4 Bri. part of an insurance 
claim to be paid by the insured. @ aéirib.adj. 1 that 
exceeds a limited or prescribed amount (excess 
weight). 2 Brit. required as extra payment (excess 
postage). 0 im (or to) excess exceeding the proper 
amount or degree. in excess of more than; 
exceeding. [from Latin evcessus] 


excessive adj. too much or too great, O exces- 
sively adi. excessiveness 77 

exchange e 7. I the act or an instance of giving one 
thing and receiving another in its place. 2 the 
giving of money for its equivalent in the money of 
the same or esp. another country. 3 a place or 
installation containing the apparatus for connect- 
ing telephone calls. 4 a place where merchants, 
bankers. etc. gather to transact business. 5 a an 
office where certain information is given or a 
service provided, usu. invalying two parties. b an 
employment office. 6 a system of settling debts 
without the use of money, by bills of exchange (see 
HLL OF LAGHNGL). 7 a a short conversation, esp. a 
disagreement or quarrel. b a sequence of letters 
between correspondents. @ 7. 1 f@, (often foll. by for) 
give or receive wone thing) in place of another. 2 ¢,, 
vive and receive 
people, blows, information, ete.). 3 imix (often foll. 


as equivalents (c.g. thmes or 


excoriate 


by with) make an exchange. 0 in exchange (often 
foll. by for) as a thing exchanged (for). [from Old 
French eschangier] 0 exchangeable adj. exchange- 
ability n. exchanger n. 

exchange rate 7. the value of one currency in 
terms of another. 

exchequer 7. 1 Bn. the former government 
department in charge of national revenue. 2 a 
royal or national treasury. 3 the money of a private 
individual or group. [based on medieval Latin scac- 
carium ‘chessboard’, its original sense (with 
reference to accounts kept by counters on a 
chequered cloth)| 


m Usage With reference to sense 1, the functions of 
this department now belong to the ‘Treasury, 
although the name formally survives, esp. in the 
title Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


excise! /ek-syz/ @ n. 1 a duty or tax on goods and 
commodities produced or sold within the country of 
origin, 2 a tax levied on certain heences. @ ut: charge 
excise on (goods). [from Middle Dutch excys] 
excise? /ik-syz/ v./r 1 remove (a passage of a book 
etc.). 2 cut out (an organ ete.) by surgery. [from 
Latin excidere excis-] 0 excision n. 
excitable «dj. (esp. of a person) easily excited. 
O excitability nv. excitably ad. 
excitation 7. 1 the act or an instance of excit- 
ing. 2 the state of being excited; excitement. 
excite 7/2 1 a rousc the feclings or emotions of (a 
person). b bring into play; rouse up (feelings. facul- 
ties, etc.) ¢ arouse sexually. 2 provoke; bring about 
(an action or active condition). 3 promote the activ- 
ity of (an organism, tissue, etc.) by stimulus. {from 
Latin exci/are| 0 excitant adj. G n. excitatory ad). 
excitedly adi. excitedness n. excitement 7. 
exciter //. 


exciting (dj. arousing great interest or enthusiasm; 
stirring. 0 excitingly ‘adi: 

exclaim 2 1 ini, cry out suddenly, esp. in anger, 
surprise, pain, etc. 2 fr. (foll. by that) utter by 
exclaiming. [from Latin exclamare] 

exclamation 7. 1 the act or an instance of exclaim- 
ing. 2 words exclaimed. 

exclamation mark 7. ((’S also exclamation 
point) a punctuation mark (!) indicating an ex- 
clamation. 

exclamatory adj. of or serving as an exclamation. 

exclude ¢./r 1 shut or keep out (a person or thing) 
from a place, group, privilege, etc. 2 remove from 
consideration. 3 prevent the occurrence of; make 
impossible (exeludedsall doubt). [from Latin excludere| 
o excludable adj. excluder 7. 

exclusion n. the act or an instance of excluding; 
the state of being excluded. a to the exclusion of 
so as to exclude. 0 exclusionary ad). 

exclusive e «dj. 1 ¢xcluding other things. 2 ( predic; 
foll. by of) not including; except for. 3 tending to 
exclude others, esp. socially, select. 4 catering for 
few or select customers; high-class. 5 a (of a 
commodity) not obtainable clsewhere. b (of a 

article) not published clsewhere, 
6 | predic.; loll. by to) restricted or limited to; existing 
or available only in. 7 employed or followed or held 
to the exclusion of all else (ny exclusive occupation, 
exclusive rights). @ n. an article or story published by 
only one newspaper or periodical. o exclusively 
adv. exclusiveness n. exclusivity 7. 

excogitate w/z think out: contrive. [based on 
Latin exrogifalus ‘found out by thought’) 0 excogi- 
tation 7 

excommunicate Frc/, @ vir officially exclude (a 
person) from participation in the sacraments, or 
from formal communion with the Church. e adj. 
excommunicated. @ 2. an excommunicated person. 
[from Latin eveommunicalus| 0 excommunication 1. 

excoriate v./, 1 a remove part of the skin of (a 
person ete.) by abrasion. b strip or peel off (skin), 
2 censure severely. [based on Latin corium ‘hide’| 
c excoriation 7. 


new spaper 


excrement 


excrement 7. (in sing or pl.) faeces. [related to 
EXCRETL] O excremental adj. 

excrescence 7. 1 an abnormal or morbid 
outgrowth on the body or a plant. 2 an ugly add- 
ition. {from Latin excrescentia] 0 excrescent ad). 

excreta 7.//. waste discharged from the body, esp. 
faeces and urine. 

excrete v.ty; (also absol.) (of an animal or plant) sep- 
arate and expel (waste matter). [based on Latin 
excretus ‘sifted out’] G excretion n. excretory adj. 

excruciating ad. causing acute mental or physical 
pain. [based on Latin excruciatus ‘tortured’] 
0 excruciatingly adv. excruciation 7. 

exculpate vi, formal 1 free from blame. 2 (foll. by 
Jrom) clear (a person) of a charge. [based on Latin 
culpa ‘blame’] O exculpation n. exculpatory 
ad). 

excursion 7. a short journey for pleasure, with 
return to the starting point. [from Latin excursio] 
0 excursionist 7. 

excuse e v.17. /ik-skewz/ I try to lessen the blame 
attaching to (a person, act, or fault). 2 (of a fact) 
serve in mitigation of (a person or act). 3 obtain 
exemption for (a person or oneself). 4 (foll. by from, 
or with double object) release (a person) from a 
duty etc. (excused from supervision duties; excused him the 
Jee). 5 overlook or forgive (a fault or offence). 6 refl. 
apologize for leaving. e 7. /ik-skewss/ 1 a reason 
put forward to mitigate or justify an offence, fault, 
etc. 2 an apology (made my excuses). be excused be 
allowed to leave a room etc., e.g, to go to the lay- 
atory. excuse me a polite apology for an 
interruption etc., or for disagreeing. [from Latin 
excusare] OQ excusable ad. excusably adv. 
excusatory ad). 

ex-directory adj. Brit. not listed in a telephone 
directory, at the wish of the subscriber. 

ex dividend adj. & adv. (of stocks or shares) not 
including the next dividend. 

execrable adj. abominable, detestable 
ExEGRAtE] O execrably ad:. 


. [related to 


execrate v, 1 fy, express or feel abhorrence for. 2 tr 
curse (a person or thing). 3 mfr utter curses. [based 
on Latin exsecratus ‘cursed’] O execration 2. 
execratory adj. 

execute vir 1 carry out a sentence of death on 
(a condemned person). 2 carry into effect, perform 
(a plan, duty, command, operation, etc.). 3 carry 
out a design for (a product of art or skill), 4 make 
(a legal instrument) valid by signing, sealing, etc. 


5 put into effect (a judicial sentence, the terms of a- 


will, etc.), [based on Latin exseculus “followed out’] 
oO executable «adj. 


execution 7. 1 the carrying out of a sentence of , 


death. 2 the act or an instance of carrying out or 
performing something. 3 technique or style of per- 
formance in the arts, esp. nusic. 0 executionary ad). 
executioner 7. an official who carries out a 
sentence of death. 

executive e 7. 1 a person or body with managerial 
or administrative responsibility in « business or- 
ganization ete. 2 a branch of a government or 
organization concerned with executing laws, 
agreements, etc., or with other administration or 
management. @ adj. concerned with executing laws, 
agreements, etc., or with other administration or 
management. 0 executively adv. 

executor 7. ( fein. executrix) a person appointed 
by a testator to carry out the terms of his or her 
will. c executorship 7. executory ad). 

exegesis /cks-i-jee-sis/ n. (pl. exegeses) critical 
explanation of a text, esp. of Scripture. [from 
Greek exegesis] 0 exegete n. exegetic adj. exeget- 
ical adj. 

exemplar 7. 1 a model or pattern. 2 a typical or 
parallel instance. [from Old French exemplaire] 

exemplary adj. 1 fit to be imitated; outstandingly 
good. 2 serving as a warning, G exemplarily adv. 

exemplify «//; |-ies, -ied) 1 illustrate by example. 
2 be an example of. o exemplification 2. 


exorcize 


exempt e adj. 1 free from an obligation or liability 
etc. imposed on others. 2 (foll. by from) not hable to. 
@ wtz (usu. foll. by from) make exempt. [from Latin 
exemptus ‘taken out’] O exemption n. 

exercise @ 7. 1 activity requiring physical effort, 
done esp. as training or to sustain or umprove 
health. 2 mental or spiritual activity, esp. as prac- 
tice to develop a faculty. 3 (often in f/.) a particular 
task or set of tasks devised as practice in a tech- 
nique etc. 4 a the use or application of a mental 
faculty, nght, etc. b practice of an ability, quality, 
etc. 5 (often in pi.) military drill or manoeuvres. 
6 (foll. by m) a process directed at or concerned 
with something specified (was an exercise in public rela- 
tions). @ uv. 1 tr use or apply (a faculty, right, 
influence, restraint, etc.). 2 ¢ perform (a function). 
3 a intr. take (esp. physical) exercise; do exercises. 
b ¢r provide (an animal) with exercise. 4 7 a tax the 
powers of. b perplex, worry. [from Latin exercitium| 
o exercisable ad). exerciser 7. 

exercise book 7. 1 a book containing exercises. 
2 Brit. a book for writing school work, notes, etc., in 

exert vl, 1 exercise, bring to bear (a quality, influ- 
ence, etc.). 2 ref. (often foll. by for, or fo + infin.) use 
one’s efforts or endeavours; strive. [based on Latin 
exsertus ‘put forth’] o exertion 7. 

exeunt /eks-iunt/ winiy (as a stage direction) 
(actors) leave the stage. 0 exeunt omnes all leave 
the stage. {Latin, literally ‘they go out’] 

exfoliate v. 1 ini: (of bone, the skin, a 
mineral, etc.) come off in scales 
or layers. 2 &; a shed (material) 
in scales or layers. b (also absol.) 
cause (the skin etc.) to shed flakes 
or scales. 3 int ® (of a tree) throw 
off layers of bark. [based on Late 
Latin exfoliatus ‘stripped of leaves’ | 
0 exfoliation 7. exfoliative ad). 

ex gratia /eks gray-sha/ e adv. as a 
favour father than from an (esp. legal) 
obligation. e adj. granted on this basis. 
|Latin, literally ‘from favour’| 


exhibitor n. a person who provides an item or 
items for an exhibition. 

exhilarate w/ (often as exhilarating adj. or 
exhilarated adj.) affect with great liveliness or joy; 
raise the spirits of. [based on Latin exhilaratus ‘made 
cheerful’ o exhilaratingly adv. exhilaration 7. 

exhort 2/7: (often foll. by fo + infin.) urge or advise 
suongly or earnestly. [from Latin  exhortari| 
0 exhortation 7. exhortatory ad. exhorter 7. 

exhume 1/7 dig out, unearth (esp. a buried corpse). 
[based on Latin Aumus ‘ground’ c exhumation n. 

ex hypothesi /cks hy-poth-é-sy/ adv. according to 
the hypothesis proposed. [modern Latin] 

exigency /eks-i-jén-si/ 7. (fl. -ies) (also 
exigence) 1 an urgent need or demand. 2 an 
emergency. O exigent ad). 

exiguous /1 1g- zig-yoo-ls/ adj. scanty, small. [from 
Latin exiguus ‘scanty’] G exiguity n. 

exile e 7. 1 expulsion from one’s native land or 
internal exile) native town cic. 2 long absence 
abroad, esp. enforced. 3 a person expelled or long 
absent from his or her native country. @ vér. (fol. by 
fiom) officially expel (a person) from his or her 
native country or town etc. [from Latin exelium| 
D exilic ad). 

exist v.ini, 1 have a place as part of objective reality. 
2 a have being under specified conditions. b (fol. 
by as) exist in the form of. 3 (of circumstances etc.) 
occur; be found. 4 be alive, live. 

existence 7. I the fact or condition of 
being or existing, 2 continued being, esp. 
the manner of one’s existing or hying 
under adverse conditions (a wrelched exist 
ence). 3 all that exists. [based on Latin 
exsistent- ‘coming into being’| 


existent adj. existing, actual, current. 

existential ad. 1 of or relating to exist- 
ence. 2 Philos. concerned with existence, 
esp. with human existence as viewed by 
existentialism. 0 existentially ado. 

existentialism #7. a philosophical theory 
emphasizing the existence of the individ- 


exhalation 7. | a an expiration of air. EXFOLIATE: : 
b a puff of breath. 2 a mist, vapour. PEELING ual Hae ear riee ae a0 ee 
exhale 7. 1 yr (also absol.) breathe out BIRCH BARK A ena 


(esp. air or smoke) from the lungs. 2 tr 

& intr. give off or be given off in vapour. {from 
Latin exhalare] 

exhaust e @./. 1 consume or use up the whole of. 
2 ‘often as exhausted adj. or exhausting aqd).) tire 
out. 3 study or expound on (a subject) completely. 
4 (often foll. by of) empty (a container etc.) of its 
contents. @ 7. 1 waste gases etc. expelled from an 
engine after combustion. 2 (also exhaust pipe) 
the pipe or system by which these are expelled. 
> car, ormroav. [from Laun exhaus‘us “drawn out’) 
c exhauster 7. exhaustible ad). 

exhaustion 7. 1 the act or an instance of exhaust- 
ing a thing; the state of bemg exhausted. 2 a total 
toss of strength or vitality. 

exhaustive adj. thorough, comprehensive. 0 ex~- 
haustively adv. exhaustiveness 1. 

exhibit e 7./, (exhibited, exhibiting) 1 show or 
reveal publicly (for mterest or amusement, in 
competition, etc.). 2 a show, display. b manifest 
(a quality). @ 7. 1 a thing or collection of things in 
an exhibition. 2 a document or other item 
produced in a law court as evidence. [from Latin 
exhibére exhibu- “to hold out’| G exhibitory ad). 

exhibition 7. 1 
art etc. 2 the act or an instance of exhibiting; the 
state of being exhibited. 3 Brit. a scholarship, esp. 
from the funds of a school, college, ete. 

exhibitioner 7, Bri. 
awarded an exhiliuon. 


a student who has been 


exhibitionism 7. 1 a tendency towards display or 
extravagant behaviour. 2 Psychol. a mental condi- 
tion characterized by the compulsion to display 
one’s genitals in public. 0 exhibitionist n. exhib- 
itionistic adj. exhibitionistically adv. 


a display (esp. public) of works of 


existentialist 7. 


opment. 


exit e@ 7. 1 a passage or door by which to 
leave a room, }uilding, ete. 2 a the act of going out. 
b the right or freedom to go out. 3 a place where 
vehicles can leave a motorway or major road. 4 the 
departure of an actor from the stage. @ vintr. 
\exited, exiting) 1 go out of a room, building, etc. 
2 (as a stage direction) (an actor) leaves the stage 
(exit Macbeth). (Latin, literally ‘he or she goes ou} 
exit poll 7. a poll of people leaving 
station, asking how they voted. 


a polling 


exocrine adj. (of a gland) secreting through a duct. 
{based on Greek Ariein ‘to sift’} 

exodus 7. 1 a mass departure of people. 
2 (Exodus) Bibi. the departure of the Israelites 
from Egypt. [from Greek exodos| 

ex officio /eks 6-fish-ioh/ ad. & adj. by virtue of 
one’s office or status. [Latin] 

exogamy 7. 1 .{nthropol. marriage of a man outside 

his own tribe, 2 Biol. the fusion of reproductive cells 

fron. distantly related or unrelated individuals. 

0 exogamous adj. 


exogenous adj. growing or 
outside. 0 exogenously adv. 

exonerate v./7. (ofien foll. by from) 1 free or declare 
frec from blame etc. 2 release from a duty etc. 
[based on Latin exoneratus “unburdened’| Oo exoner- 
ation 


originating from 


exorbitant adj. (of a price, demand, etc.) grossly 
excessive. [from Late Latin exorbitant ‘leaving the 
track’] 0 exorbitance 7. exorbitantly adi. 

exorcize 7/7 (also -ise) 1 expel (a supposed evil 
spirit) by invocation etc. 2 often foll. by of) tree 
(a person or place; of a supposed evil spirit. [from 
Greek evorkizein| B exorcism 7. exorcist i”. 


exoskeleton 


exoskeleton 7. » a rigid external covering for the 
bocly in certain animals, esp. arthropods, & ki HRo- 
vov, G exoskeletal ad). 

exosphere 7. the layer of atmosphere furthest from 
the Earth. & viMospritry 

exothermic adj. csp. Chem. occurring or formed 
with the evolution of heat. 

exotic @ ad). 1 introduced from a foreign (csp. trop- 
ical} country (exolee fruits). 2 attractively or 
remarkably strange or unusual; bizarre. @ n. an 
exotic person or thing [based on Greek exd 
‘outside’| B exotically adv. exoticism n. 

exotica 7.)/. remarkably strange or rare objects. 

expand ». 1 /. @ inir. increase in size or importance, 
2 intr. (often foll. by on) give a fuller description o1 
account. 3. tr become more genial or effusive. 
4 fr, sect or write out in full. 5 i G inin spread out 
flat. {from Latin expandere ‘to spread out’) 
0 expandable adj. expander n. 


expanse 7. a wide continuous area or extent of 


land, space, etc. [related to txprnp] 
expansion 7. 1 the act or an instance of expand- 


ing; the state of being expanded. 2 enlargement of 


the scale or scope of fesp. commercial) operations. 
3 increase in the amount of a state’s territory or 
arca of control. expansionary dj. expansion- 
ism /, expansionist 1”. expansionistic qq). (all 
in senses 2, 3). 

expansive ad. 1 able or tending to expand. 
2 extensive, wide-ranging. 3 (of a person, feelings, 
or specch) effusive, open. 0 expansively adv. 
expansiveness /!. expansivity /. 

expat 1. @ adj. cullog. = wrrverivei 

expatiate /cks-pay-shi-ayt/ tit. (usu. toll. by on, 
upon) speak or write at length or in cletail. [from 
Latin exspatiari “to digress’| 0 expatiation 1, 

expatriate e ad), 1 living abroad. 2 exiled. @ 7. an 
expatriate person, @ afr expel (a person) from his o1 

ier Native country. [based on Latin para “native 

ancl | 0 expatriation 1 

expect vt. 1 (often foll. by fo + infin., or thal 

+ clause) a regard as likely. b (often Loll. by of) look 

or as appropriate or one’s duc (from a person) 

(Z expect cooperation. 2 \olten foll. by Mat + clause, 

collog. think, suppose. 3 be shortly to have a baby). 

from Latin e\ speclare| o expectable ad). 


expectancy 7. (//. -ies, Ia state of expectation. 
2 a prospect, esp. of future possession, 

expectant ad. 1 (olten foll. by of} expecting. 
2 having the expectation of possession, status, etc. 
3 (alirth) expecting a baby (said of the mother or 
father). 0 expectantly ad. 

expectation ». I ihe act or an instance of expect- 
ing or looking lorward. 2 something expected or 
hoped for. 3 foll by of, the probability of an event. 
4 .in ply one’s prospeets of inheritance 


expectorant e@ dd. causing expectoration, @ 7. an 
expectorant medicine 

expectorate 7./). ialso ahyol 

(phlegm ete.) from the throat or lungs. [based on 


Latin perfor breast] 0 expectoration 1 


cough or spit out 


expedient e@ «dj. advantageous: advisable on prac- 
uical rather than moral grounds, @ 7. a means of 
attaining an end, [from Latin erpedient “forwarding 
matters’ | O expedience 1. expediency 1. expe- 
diently ad. 

expedite i, 1 assist the progress off hasten ian 
action, 2 accomplish 
quickly: [based on Latin evpedits, literally “with leet 
lrccd’| O expediter 1 


process, ete.). business) 


expedition 7. I a journey or voyage for a particu- 
lar purpose. sp, exploration, scienufic research, o1 
war, 2 the personnel or ships ete, 
[froma Latin evpedeieo| 

expeditionary 
esp. military 


undertaking this. 
of or used in an expedition 


expeditious «d). 
cfliciency. O expeditiously «ai/ 


acung or done with speed anc 


expel 7./, expelled, expelling vlten loll. by fon 


EXOSKELETON 


Many animals do not have a 
bony internal skeleton, but 
instead have a hard outer casing 
called an exoskeleton. The 
exoskeleton has the same 


INSECT 


chitinous 


function as an internal skeleton, fav 
providing strength and support; [ 
it also protects the soft, 

ik: : exoskeleton 
inner organs. To permit 


growth, some animals 
periodically shed their exoskele- 
ton and form a new, larger one. 


MOLLUSCS 


JENS TEG TES: 


1 deprive (a person) of the membership of or 
involvement in (a school, society, etc.). 2 force out 
or eject (a thing from its container cte.). 3 order or 
force to leave a building ete. [from Latin evpellere| 
dc expellee 1. expeller n. 

expend 7./), spend or use up money, time, etc.). 
{from Latin expendere| 

expendable ad. 1 that may he sacrificed or 
cispensed with, esp. to achieve a purpose. 2 not 
regardecl as worth preserving or saving. 0 expend- 
ability ». 

expenditure 7. 1 the process or an instance of 
spending or using up. 2 a thing (esp. a sum of 
money) expended. 

expense 7. 1 cost incurred: payment of money. 
2 \usu. in pi.) a the cost incurred in doing a partic- 
War job ete. b an amount paid to reimburse this. 
3 a thing that is a cause of much expense. 0 at the 
expense of so as to cause loss, deprivation, or 
harm to. [from Late Latin eypensa (money) spent | 

expense account 7, 4 list of an employec’s 
expenses to be reimbursed by the employer. 

expensive ad. 1 costing much. 2 making a high 
charge. 0 expensively adr. expensiveness n. 


experience @ 7. 1 actual observation of or prac- 
tical acquaintance with facts or events. 2 knowl- 
edge or skill resultimg from this. 3 a an event 
regarded as affecting one (an unpleasant experience). 
b the fact or process of being so atfected (/earnt by 
experience), @ vir 1 have experience off undergo. 
2 leelian emotion cte.). [based on Latin experre “to 
ry] G experienceable aq). 

experienced «7/, 1 haying had much experience, 
2 skilled from experience tan experienced driver) 

experiential «/j. wwolving or based on experience. 
0 experientially a. 

experiment @ 7. a procedure undertaken to make 
a discovery, test a hypothesis, or demonstrate a 
Known fact. @ én coften toll. by on. cevthi make an 
experiment. [from Latin eiperimentum| 0 experi- 
mentation //, experimenter 1. 

experimental adj. 1 )asecl on or making use of 

expermental psychology,. 2 a 


experiment used in 


SECTION THROUGH AN 
EXOSKELE PON 


SENSOTY 
hair 


explicate 


surface of 


exoskeleton 


sensory 
hair 


spine 


epidermis 


basement 
membrane 


experiments. b serving or resulting from (esp. 
incomplete) experiment; tentative, provisional. 
O experimentalism 7. experimentalist 2. 
experimentally «dv. - 

expert e@ adj. 1 (often foll. by at, in) having special 
skill at a task or knowledge in a subject, 2 (attrib) 
involving or resulting” from this (expert evidence, an 
expert prece of work). @ n. (often foll. by at, in) an expert 
person, [from Latin expertus ‘tried’| Oo expertly adv. 
expertness /, 

expertise 7. expert skill, knowledge. or judgement. 

expiate vf 1 pay the penalty for (wrongdoing). 
2 make amends for, [based on Latin expiatus 
‘appeased’| G expiation 7. expiatory ad). 

expire v. 1 intr (of a period of time, validity, etc.) 
come to an end. 2 intr (of a document. authoriza- 
uion, etc.) cease to be valid. 3 iz (of a person) die. 
4 tr (usu. foll, by from: also absol.) exhale (air etc.) 
trom the lungs. [from Latin exspirare| 0 expiration 
n, expiratory adj. (in scuse +4). 

expiry 7. the end of the validity or duration of 
something. 

explain »./7, 1a also abso/.) make clear or intelligible. 
b make known in detail. 2 (loll. by (hal + clause) say 
by way of explanation. 3 account for (one’s 
conduct etc.) explain away minimize the signifi- 
cance of (a difficulty or mistake) by explanation. 
explain oneself 1 make one’s meaning clear. 
2 give an account of one’s motives or conduct, 
[from Latin explanare “to smooth out’| 0 explain- 
able ad). explainer 7. 

explanation », 1 the act or an instance of explain- 
ing. 2 a slatement or circumstance that explains 
something, [related to tAPLis] 

explanatory ad). serving or intended to serve to 
explain, 0 explanatorily ade, 

expletive 1, a swear word or other expression, used 
in an exclamation, [from Late Latin expletivus| 

explicable ad), that can be explained. 

explicate «/ 1 develop the meaning of (an idea 
ete.). 2 explain (esp. a htcrary text). [based on Latin 
explicatus “untolded’| 0 explication n. explicative 
adj. explicator n. explicatory ad). 


explicit 


explicit ad. 1 a expressly stated, leaving nothing 
merely implied. b describing or representing 
nudity or intimate sexual activity. 2 (of knowledge, 
a notion, etc.) definite, clear. 3 (of a person, book, 
cic.) outspoken. [from Latin explicitus| 0 explicitly 
adv. explicitness n. 

explode v. 1 a iniz (of gas, gunpowder, a bomb, a 
boiler, etc.) expand suddenly with a loud noise 
owing to a release of internal energy. b / cause (a 
bomb etc.) to explode. 2 intr, give vent suddenly to 
emotion, esp. anger. 3 intr (of a population etc.) 
increase suddenly or rapidly. 4 @ show (a theory 
etc.) to be baseless. 5 i (as exploded adj.) (of a 
drawing etc.) showing the components of a mech- 
anism separated but in the normal relative 
positions. [earlier in sense ‘to hiss off the stage’: 
from Latin explodere| O exploder zn. 

exploit e 7. /eks-ploit/ a daring feat. e wiz 
/ik-sploit/ 1 make use of (a resource etc.); derive 
benefit from. 2 usu. derog. utilize or take advantage 
of (esp. a person) for one’s own ends. [from 
Old French esploit] 0 exploitable adj. exploit- 
ation 7. exploitative adj. exploiter n. exploitive 

exploration 7. 1 an act or instance of exploring. 
2 the process of exploring. o explorational «dj. 

exploratory adj. 1 (of discussion etc.) preliminary. 
2 involving exploration or investigation (exploratory 
surgery). 

explore vi 1 travel through (a country etc.) in 
order to learn about it. 2 inquire into. [from Latin 
explorare| @ explorative adj. explorer 2. 

explosion 7. 1 the act or an instance of exploding. 
2 a sudden outburst of noise. 3 a sudden outbreak 
of feeling, esp. anger. 4 a rapid or sudden increase. 
{from Latin explosio ‘scornful rejection’ (see 
rNrrapt | 

explosive e ad. 1 able or tending or likcly to 
explode. 2 likely to cause a violent outburst etc.; (of 
a situation etc.) dangerously tense. @ 7. an explosive 
substance. 0 explosively adv. explosiveness 1. 

Expo n. (also expo) (/. -os) a large international 
exhibition. {abbreviation of exvosriion 4] 
exponent 7”. 1 a person who favours or promotes an 
idea ete. 2 a representative or pracutioner of an 
activity, profession, etc. 3 a person who explains 01 
interprets something. 4 Afath. a raised symbol or 
expression beside a numeral indicating how many 
times it is to be multiplied by itself (e.g. 2° 

= 2x 2x 2). [from Latin exponent- *setung forth’ 

exponential ad. 1 \ath. of or indicated by # 
mathematical exponent. 2 (of an merease ete 
more and more rapid. 0 exponentially ad: 

export @ 1/7: /ik-sport/ send out (goods or services) 
esp. for sale in another country. @ x. /ek-sport/ 
1 the process of exporting. 2 a an exported articl 
or service. b (in p/., the amount or value of goods 
exported (exports eveceded £50m), [from Latin 
exportare] O exportable adj. exportability 7. 
exportation 7. exporter 7. 

expose w./r 1 leave uncovered or unprotected, esp. 
from the weather. 2 (foll. by fo) a put at risk of 
(exposed to danger). b lay open, subject, or introduce 
to (an influence etc.). 3 Photog subject (a film) to 
light, esp. m1 a camera. 4 reveal the identity or fact 
of (esp. a person or thing disapproved of or guilty 
of crime etc.). 5 exhibit, display. o expose oneself 
display one’s body, esp. the genitals, publicly and 
indecently. [from Old French exposer] 0 exposer n 

exposé /ik-spoh-zay/ n. 1 an orderly statement of 
facts. 2 the act or an instance of revealing some- 
thing cliscreditable. [French, literally ‘exposed | 

exposition 7. 1 an explanatory statement or 
account. 2 an explanation or commentary, 3 .\us. 
the part of a movement in which the principal 
themes are first presented. 4 a large public exhib- 
ition. O expositional ad). 

expositor 7. an cxpounder or interpreter. O ex- 
pository «dj. 

ex post facto adj. & adv. with retrospective action 


or force. [from Latin ex postfacto “in the light of 
subsequent events’ ] 

expostulate wintrz (often foll. by with a person) 
make a protest; remonstrate. [based on Latin postu- 
lare ‘to demand’| a expostulation 7. expost- 
ulatory ad). 

exposure n. (foll. by fo) 1 the act or condition of 
exposing or being exposed. 2 a physical condition 
resulting from being exposed to the elements, 
3 Photog. a the action of exposing a film ete. to the 
light. b the duration of this action. c the area of 
film etc. affected by it. 


expound 7/7, 1 set out in detail (a doctrine etc.). 
2 explain or interpret. [from Old French espondre| 
0 expounder 7, 

express! vi, 1 represent or make known (thought, 
feelings, etc.) in words or by gestures, conduct, etc. 
2 refl. say what one thinks or means. 3 esp. Afath. 
represent by symbols. 4 squeeze out (liquid or air). 
[from Old French expresser| GO expresser 7. 
expressible adj. 

express’ e adj. 1 operating at high speed. 2 defin- 
itely stated, not merely implied. 3 a done, made, or 
sent for a special purpose. b (of messages or goods) 
delivered by a special fast service. @ ad. 1 at high 
speed. 2 by express train or delivery service. 
e 7, 1 an express train or delivery service. 2 U/S 
a company undertaking the transport of parcels 
etc, [from Latin expressus ‘distinctly shown’] 
do expressly adi. (in senses 2 and 3a of ad).). 

expression 7. 1 the act or an instance of express- 
ing. 2 a word or phrase expressed. 3 Afath. a 
collection of symbols expressing a quantity. 4 a 
person’s facial appearance or intonation of yoice, 
esp. as indicating feeling. 5 the depiction of feeling, 
movement, etc., in art. 6 the conveying of fecling in 
the performance of a piece of music. 0 expres- 
sional adj. expressionless adj. expression- 
lessly‘adv. expressionlessness 2. 
expressionism 7. ¥ a style of painting, music, 
drama, etc., in which an artist or writer secks to 
express emouonal experience rather than impres- 
sions of the external world. o expressionist n. @ 

adj, expressionistic adj, expressionistically 

adv, 


EXPRESSIONISM 
Expressionism is an artistic concept that 
distorts the representation of reality to 
express an inner vision. This approach 
is the direct opposite of that adopted by 
the Impressionists, who placed a strong 
emphasis on imitating nature. Expres- 
slonisin is particularly associated with 
an carly 20th-century artistic movement 
in northern and central Europe. 
Germany became the centre of expres- 
sionism, and one of the leading 
expressionist groups, Der Blauc Reiter 
(“The Blue Rider’), whose leaders 
included Wassily Kandinsky and Paul 
Klee, was formed there. In literature, 
expressionisi is seen as a revolt against 
realism and naturalism, and writers 
such as August Strindberg, Franz Kafka, 
and James Joyce were associated with 
the movement. 


Self Portrait Screaming (1910). 
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extempore 


expressive adj. 1 full of expression (an expressive 
look). 2 (foll. by of ) serving to express (words expressive 
of contempt). 0 expressively adv. expressiveness 
n. expressivity 1. 

expresso var. of 1sprtsso. 

express train 7. a fast train, stopping at few inter- 
mediate stations. 

expressway 1...\. Amer. & Austral. an urban motor- 
Way. 

expropriate v./ 1 take away (property) from its 
owner. 2 (foll. by from) dispossess. [based on Latin 
proprium ‘property'|] 0 expropriation 7. expropri- 
ator ii. 

expulsion 7. the act or an instance of expelling; the 
process of being expelled. [from Latin expulsio] 
D expulsive ad). 

expunge 2/7, (often foll. by /rom) erase, remove (esp. 
a passage from a book or a name from a hist). [from 
Latin expungere ‘to mark for deleuon by means of 
points’| 0 expunger 7. 

expurgate »./7, remove matter thought to be objec- 
tionable from (a hook ete.). [based on Latin purgare 
‘to cleanse’| 0 expurgation 7. expurgator 7. 

exquisite adj. 1 extremely beautiful or delicate. 
2 acute; keenly felt (exquisite pleasure). 3 keen; highly 
sensitive or discriminating (exquzsite taste). [earlier in 
sense ‘carefully ascertained’: from Latin exquasitus 
‘sought out] G exquisitely adv. exquisiteness 7. 


ex-service ad Brit. 1 having formerly been a 
member of the armed forces. 2 relating to ex- 
service personnel. 
ex-serviceman 7). (//. -men) esp. Bri/. a former 
male member of the armed forces. 
ex-servicewoman 7. (//. -women) esp. Bril. a 
former female member of the armed lorces. 
extant adj. (esp. of a document etc.) still existing, 
surviving, [from Latin exsfant- ‘standing out’} 
extemporaneous adj. spoken or done without 
preparation, 0 extemporaneously adv. 
extemporary adj. = UNILMPoRANLOUS. O extem- 
porarily adi. 
extempore /ik-stem-per-i/ ad. G adv. without 
preparation. [from Latin ex lempore, literally ‘out of 
the time ’| 


1900 


1800 1850 1950 2000 


extemporize 


extemporize 2.7, (also -ise) (also absol.) compose or 
produce (music, a speech, etc.) without prepar- 
ation; improvise. 0 extemporization n. 

extend vw. 1 i @ intr, lengthen or make larger in 
space or time. 2 ér stretch or lay out at full length. 
3 intr. G tr (foll. by 0, over) reach or be or make 
continuous over a certain area, 4 inir (foll. by Jo) 
have a certain scope (fhe permit does not extend to camp- 
ing). 5 tr. offer or accord {an invitation, hospitality, 
kindness, etc.). [from Latin extendere] 0 extendable 
adj. extendability n. extender n. extendible adj. 
extendibility 7. extensible adj. extensibility 7. 

extended family n. a family including relatives 
living near. 

extended-play a/tib.adj. (of a gramophone record) 
playing for longer than most singles, usu. at 45 
1p. 

extension 7. | the act or an instance of extending; 
the process of being extended. 2 prolongation; 
enlargement. 3 a part enlarging or added on to a 
main structure or building. 4 an additional part of 
anything. 5 a subsidiary telephone on the same line 
as the main one. 6 an additional period of time. 
oO extensional «dj. 

extensive adj. 1 covering a large area in space or 
time. 2 having a wide scope; far-reaching. 0 exten- 
sively adv. extensiveness n. 

extent 7. 1 the space over which a thing extends. 
2 the width or limits of application; scope. [from 
medieval Latin extenta] 

extenuate w/r (often as extenuating adj.) lessen 
the seeming seriousness of (guilt or an offence) by 
reference to some mitigating factor. [based on 
Latin ¢venuatus ‘made thin] Oo extenuation 7. 
extenuatory adj. 

exterior @ ad. 1 a of or on the outer side. b (foll. by 
fo) situated on the outside of (a builcling etc.). 
e coming from outside. 2 Cinematog. outdoor. @ uv. 
1 the outward aspect or surface of a building ete. 
2 the apparent behaviour or demeanour of a 
person. 3 Cinematog. an outdoor scene, [Latin, liter- 
ally ‘outer’] O exteriority n. exteriorize 2:/7, \also 
-ise). exteriorly ad. 

exterminate 7/7, destroy utterly (esp. something 
living). [based on Latin exterminaius “driven beyond 
boundaries’| 0 extermination 7. exterminator 
i. exterminatory ad). 

external e aj. 1 a of or situated on the outside or 
visible part. b coming or derived from the outside 
or an outside source. 2 relating to a country’s 
foreign affairs. 3 (of medicine etc.) for use on the 
outside of the body. 4 for or concerning students 
taking the examinations of a university without 
attending it. @ 7. (in p/.) 1 the outward features or 
aspect. 2 external circumstances. 3. inessenuals. 
[basecl on Latin ea/erus outside’) o externality 7. 
(pl. -ies). externally ade. 

externalize 2. /): \also -ise) give or attribute external 
existence to. 0 externalization 7, 

extinct «dj. 1 \of a family, class, or species) that has 
died out. 2 \of a voleano; that no longer erupts. 
[from Latin exsfanclus “extinguished | 

extinction 7. the act of making extinct; the state of 
being or process of becoming extinct. o extinctive 
ad). 

extinguish 7/7 1 cause (a flame, light, etc.) to die 
out; put out. 2 put an end to; terminate; obscure 
utterly (a feeling, quality, etc.). [formed irregularly 
from Latin evfinguere| O extinguishment 7. 

extinguisher 7. a person or thing that extin- 
guishes, esp. = HIRE LATINGLISHER, 

extirpate v./7 root out; destroy completely. [based on 
Latin stip) ‘stcny’| 0 extirpation n. extirpator 7, 

extol u./r (extolled, extolling) praise enthusias- 
tically. [from Latin evfoller] 

extort if: obtain by force, threats, persistent 
demands, etc. [based on Latin evfortas ‘twisted out’| 

extortion 7. 1 the act or an instance of extorting. 
esp. money. 2 illegal exaction. G extortioner n. 
extortionist //. 


extortionate adj. (of a price etc.) exorbitant. 
0 extortionately adv. 
extra e@ adj. additional; more than is usual or neces- 
sary or expected. e@' adv. 1 more than usually. 
2 additionally (was charged extra). @ n. 1 an extra 
thing. 2 a thing for which an extra charge is made. 
3 a person engaged temporarily in a, film or play, 
esp. as one of a crowd. 4 a special issue of a news- 
paper etc. 5 Crckel a run scored other than, from a 
hit with the bat. 
' extra- prefix 1 outside, beyond (extraterrestrial). 
2 beyond the scope of (extra-curricular), 
extract e w/z, /ik-strakt/ 1 remove or take out, esp. 
by effort or force (anything firmly rooted). 2 obtain 
(money, an admission, etc.) with difficulty or 
against a person’s will. 3 obtain (a natural resource) 
from the earth. 4 sclect or reproduce for quotation 
or performance (a passage of writing, music, etc.). 
5 obtain (juice ete.) by suction, pressure, distillation, 


etc. 6 derive (pleasure ete.). 7 Math. find (the root of 


a number). @ 7. /ek-strakt/ 1 a short passage taken 
from a book, piece of music, etc.; an excerpt. 2 a 
preparation containing the active principle of a 
substance in concentrated form (malt extact). [from 
Laan eviactu ‘drawn out’) o extractable ad). 

extraction 7. 1 the act or an instance of extracting: 
the process of being extracted. 2 origin, lineage. 
descent (of Indian extraction). 

extractive adj. of or involving extraction. esp. 
extensive extracting of natural resources without 
provision for their renewal, 

extractor 7. I a person or machine that extracts. 
2 (attrib. Brit. (of a device) that extracts stale air ete. 
(extractor fan). 

extra-curricular adj. (of an activity at school, 
college, ete.) not included in the normal curriculum. 

extraditable adj. 1 liable to extradition. 2 (of a 
crime) warranting extradition. 

extradite «/x hand over (a person accused or 
convicted of a crime) to the foreign state etc. in 
which the crime was committed. 0 extradition 7. 

extrados 7. Archi. the upper or outer curve of an 
arch (opp. INLRADOs). & winpow, [as tATRA- + French 
dos ‘back’ from Latin dorsum] 

extramarital adj. (esp. of sexual relations) occur- 
ring outside marriage. 0 extramaritally ad:. 

extramural adj. 1 taught or conducted off the 
preniises of a university, college, or school. 2 Bry. 
additional to normal teaching or studies, esp. for 
non-resident students. [based on Latin exéra muros 
‘outside the walls’] a extramurally ad. 

extraneous /ik-stray-ni-tis/ adj. 1 of external 
origin. 2 (often foll. by /e) external to: irrelevant or 
unrelated to. [from Latin extraneus] O extrane- 
ously adv. 


EYE 


The human eye is contained 
in a bony socket in the skull. 
Light rays that enter the 
pupil are focused by the 
cornea and lens to form 
an image on the retina. 
These images are con- 
verted into electrical 

| impulses, which are 
transmitted along 


tithe 


choroid 


sclera __ 


the optic nerve to oPlt 
the brain. fae 
x 


\ 
sa 
diva matey ™ y 


retinal hlood 
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extremity 


extraordinaire ad. outstanding in a particular 
capacity. [French] 

extraordinary adj. 1 unusual or remarkable; out of 
the usual course. 2 unusually great (an extraordinary 
talent). 3 a (of an official etc.) additional; specially 
employed (envoy extraordinary). b (of a meeting) 
specially convened. [from Latin extraordinarius| 
0 extraordinarily adv. extraordinariness 7. 

extrapolate /ik-strap-é-layt/ wir (also absol.) 
1 Math. extend (a range of values or a curve) or 
calculate (unknown values etc.) by extension of 
trends in a known range of values etc. 2 infer more 
widely from a limited range of known facts. 
0 extrapolation x. extrapolative ad). 

extrasensory adj. derived by means other than the 
known senses, e.g. by telepathy, clairvoyance, ete. 
(extrasensory perception). 

extraterrestrial @ ad. outside the Earth or its 
atmosphere. @ x. (in science fiction) a bemg from 
outer space. 

extravagant adj. 1 spending (esp. money) exces- 
sively: immoderate or wasteful in use of resources. 
2 exorbitant; costing much, 3 exceeding normal 
restraint or sense; unreasonable, absurd (extravagant 
claims). [from medieval Latin extravagant- ‘wander- 
ing from the normal path’] 0 extravagance 7. 
extravagantly adv. 

extravaganza 7. 1 a fanciful literary, musical, or 
dramatic composition. 2 a spectacular theatrical or 
television production. [from Italian estravaganza 
‘extravagance | 

extravert var. of IX PROVLRE. 

extreme e ad. 1 reaching a high or the highest 
degree; exceedingly great or intense (extreme old age; 
in extreme danger). 2 severe, stringent; lacking 
restraint or moderation (take extreme measures, an 
extreme reaction}. 3 outermost (the extreme edge). 4 Polit. 
on the far left or right of a party. 5 utmost; last. @ 7. 
1 \often in p/.) one or other of two things as remote 
or as different as possible. 2 a thing at either end of 
anything. 3 the highest or most eXtreme degree of 
anything, 4 .\fath. the first or the last term of a ratio 
or series. O go to the other extreme take a 
diametrically opposite course of action. in the 
extreme to an extreme degree, [from Latin 
extremus “most outward’] OG extremely adv. 
extremeness 7. 

extreme unction 7. RC Ch. (former name for) the 
sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, esp. when 
administered to the dying, 

extremist 7. (also, attrib.) a person who holds 
extreme or fanatical political or religious views. 
0 extremism 7. 

extremity 7. (/, -ies) 1 the extreme point; the very 
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extricate 


end. 2 (in pl.) the hands and feet. 3 a condition of 
extreme adversity. 

extricate v./r. (often foll. by from) free or disentangle 
from a constraint or difficulty. [based on Latin extrica- 
lus ‘disentangled’] 0 extricable ad. extrication n. 

extrinsic adj. 1 not inherent or intrinsic. 2 (often 
foll. by #0) extraneous; not belonging (to). [from Late 
Latin extrinsicus ‘outward’) o extrinsically ado. 

extrovert (also extravert) @ 7. 1 an outgoing or 
sociable person. 2 Psychol. a person predominantly 
concerned with external things or objective consid- 
erations. @ adj. typical or characteristic of an 
extrovert. [based on Latin (extra) vertere ‘to turn (to 
the outside)’] 0 extroversion 7. extroverted adj. 


mw Usage The original spelling, extravert, is often 
preferred in technical use. 


extrude u(r 1 (foll. by from) thrust or force out. 2 shape 
metal, plastic, etc., by forcing it through a die. [from 
Latin extrudere| 0 extrusion 7. extrusive ad). 

exuberant adj. 1 lively, high-spirited. 2 (of a plant 
etc.) prolific. 3 (of feelings etc.) abounding, lavish, 
effusive. [from Latin exuberani- ‘being fruitful’] 
0 exuberance 7. exuberantly adv. 

exude v. 1 i © mir (of a liquid, moisture, etc.) 
escape or cause to escape gradually. 2 é emit (a 
smell), 3 @ display (an emotion etc.) freely or abun- 
dantly (exuded displeasure). [from Latin exsudare| 
0 exudate 7. exudation 7. exudative adj. 

exult vii (often foll. by at, m, over, or to + infin.) 
1 be greatly joyful. 2 (often foll. by over) have a feeling 
of triumph (over a person). [from Latn exsultare ‘to 
leap for joy] 0 exultancy n. exultant ad. 
exultantly adv. exultation n. exultingly ad. 

eye e7. 1 athe organ of sight in humans 
and other animals. > weap, sicmi. b the 
light-detecting organ in some inverte- 
brates. 2 the region round the eye (eyes 
swollen from weeping). 3 (in sing. or pl.) sight. 

4 a particular visual faculty or talent; 
visual appreciation (cast an expert eye over). 

5 (in sing’or pl.) a look, gaze, or glance (a 
Jriendly eye). 6 a thing hke an eye, esp.: a a 
spot on a peacock’s tail. b the leaf’ bud of a 
potato. 7 the centre of something circular, 
e.g. a flower or target. 8 the centre of a storm or 
hurricane. > wurricaNe. 9 an aperture in a needle 
for the thread. 10 a ring or loop for a bolt or hook 
etc. to pass through. e afr (eyes, eyed, eyeing or 
eying) (ofien foll. by up) watch or observe closely. 


EYEBRIGHT 
(Euphrasia 


species) 


eyrie 


o all eyes watching intently. an eye for an eye 
retaliation in kind (Exod. 21:24). get (or keep) 
one’s eye in Brit. Sport accustom oneself (or keep 
oneself accustomed) to the conditions of play so as 
to judge speed, distance, etc. have an eye for be 
capable of perceiving or appreciating. have one’s 
eye on wish or plan to procure. have eyes for be 
interested in; wish to acquire. have an eye to have 
as one’s objective; prudently consider. keep an eye 
on 1 pay attention to. 2 look after; take care of. 
keep an eye open (or out) (ofien foll. by for) watch 
out carefully. keep one’s eyes open (or peeled or 
Brit. skinned) watch out; be on the alert. make 
eyes (or sheep’s eyes) (foll. by at) look amorously 
or flirtatiously at. my (or all my) eye slang 
nonsense. one in the eye (foll. by for) a disappoint- 
ment or setback. see eye to eye (often foll. by zwzth) 
be in full agreement. set eyes on catch sight of. 
take one’s eyes off (usu. in neg) stop watching; 
stop paying attention to. under the eye of under 
the supervision or observation of. up to the (or 
one’s) eyes in 1 deeply engaged or involved in; 
inundated with. 2 to the utmost limit (mortgaged up to 
the eyes). with one’s eyes open deliberately; with 
full awareness. with one’s eyes shut (or closed) 
1 easily; with little effort. 2 without awareness; 
unobservantly. with an eye to with a view to; 
prudently considering. with one eye on directing 
one’s attention partly to. [Old English] 0 eyed ad). 
(also in comb.). eyeless adj. 
eyeball e 7. the ball of the eye within the lids and 
socket. @ uv N. Amer. slang 1 tr look or stare at. 2 intr. 
look or stare. O eyeball to eyeball 
confronting closely. 
eyebath 7. a small glass or vessel 
for applying lotion etc. to the eye. 
eye bolt x. a bolt or bar with an 
eye at the end for a hook etc. 
eyebright 7. < any plant 
of the genus Euphrasia, 
traditionally used as a 
remedy for weak eyes. 


hair growing on the ridge 

above the eye socket. 
O raise one’s eyebrows (or 

an eyebrow) show surprise, 

disbelief, or disapproval. 
eye-catching = aid). 
attractive. 


striking, 


eyebrow 7. the line of 


eye contact 7. looking directly into another 
person's eyes. 

eyeful 1. (p/. -fulls) collog. 1 a long steady look. 2 a 
visually striking person or thing. 3 anything thrown 
or blown into the eye. 

eyeglass n. 1 a a lens for correcting or assisting 
defective sight. b (in pl.) a pair of these held in the 
hand or kept in position on the nose by means of a 
frame or a spring. 2 (in pl.) esp. NV. Amer. = spECTAGLES. 

eyehole 2. a hole to look through. 

eyelash n. cach of the hairs growing on the edges of 
the eyelids. a by an eyelash by a very small 
margin. 2 

eyelet n. 1 a small hole in paper, leather, cloth, etc., 
for string or rope etc. to pass through. 2 a metal 
ring reinforcement for this. [from Old French oillet 
‘little eye’] 

eyelid 7. the upper or lower fold of skin closing to 
cover the eye. 

eyeliner 7. a cosmetic applied as a line round the 
eye. > MAKE-UP 

eye-opener 7. collog. an enlightening experience; 
an unexpected revelation. 0 eye-opening ad. 

eyepatch . a patch worn to protect an injured eye. 

eyepiece 7. the lens or lenses to which the eye is 
applied at the end of a microscope, telescope, etc. 
[> CAMCORDER, I LLESCOPL 

eye-rhyme 7. a correspondence of words in 
spelling but not in pronunciation. 

eye-shade 7. a device to protect the eyes, esp. from 
strong light. 

eyeshadow 2. a coloured cosmetic applied io the 
skin round the eyes. > makr-uP 

eyesight 7. the faculty or power of sceing. 

eyesore 7. a visually offensive or ugly thing, esp. a 
building. 

eye strain 7. fatigue of the (internal or external) 
muscles of the eye. 

eye-tooth 7. a canine tooth just under or next to the 
eye, esp. one in the upper jaw. 

eyewash 7. s/ang nonsense, bunkum; pretentious or 
insincere talk. 

eyewitness 7. a person who has seen a thing 
happen and can give evidence of 1t. 

eyrie /eer-i/ 7. (also aerie) 1 a nest of a bird of 
prey, esp. an eagle, built high up. 2 a house ete. 
perched high up. [from medieval Latin aera] 


F' x. (also f) (pl. Fs or 1 the sixth letter of the 
alphabet. 2 Wu. the fourth note of the diatonic 
scale of G major & Noon 

F? abbr also FE) 1 Fahrenheit. 2 femak 
(pencil lead). 4 Biol. fihal generation 

F? yymb. 1 Chen 
3 force 

f! abbr (also f.) 1 female. 2 feminine. 3 followine 
page etc. 4) fi) Mus. forte. 5 folio 

£2 «mb. 1 focal NUMBLK 2 
3 frequency 

FA ahh. Lin the UR) Football Association. 2 = Fuss 


ADAMS 


3 Brit. fine 


2 farad 


the element fluorine 


length (ef 4 femito- 


fa var. of iu 
fab adj. colluc 
fable e» 
based on fact. ba tale, esp. with animals a 
moral. 2 collect.) 
ab Baa talsc 
supposed tO eNist. @ 


fabulous, marvellous 
1 aa story p. a supernatural one, not 
chara 
ters, conveying a myths ancl 
alement: a Le 


is fabled 


legendary tales 


b a thing only 


aq.) celebrated in fable; famous. legendary. [from 
L Wn /ADUle discour | 
fabric 7. 1 aa woven material: a textile. b other 
material resembling woven cloth. 2 a structure o1 
framework, esp. the walls, floor and rool of a build- 
inv. 3 (in abstract sens the essenual structure of 
thing «// Latin fal cralv} 
fabricate 1 ISLPUCL eS] from prepares 
components, 2 mvent or concoct ory cu 
3 fore locument). [based on Latin h 
‘fashioned’| 6 fabrication wv. fabricator 
fabulist 1. ba composer of fables. 2 a liar 
fabulous adj. 1 incredible. exaggerated, ( fa IN 
eealth 2 collog. marvellous Zaccle 


invthical. {from Latin 
fabulousness / 


brated in fable. b legendar 


fabulusus| O fabulously ad 


facade /{i-sahd/ Iso facade, 1 A the face of 
building, esp. its principal front. 2 an outward esp 
deceptive appr [French] 

facees. Lwithe frontof the | from the forehead 
to the chin. 2 facial sion thad a ha 

3 cooln ellront trf fathin ) 
a thi ible part of lesual body. ba side of a 
mountain cl ili c the isnt Vertical 
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FACADE 
A building’s facade offers a unified face 
to the world, while providing an oppor- 
tunity for architectural expression, 
Types of facade vary greatly among 
building styles, from the formal 
ordering of classical architecture 

to the intricate detailing of Gothic 
buildings or the theatricality of the 
baroque. The dramatic interest of 
the fagade shown here is 


achieved by the use of Composit 
classical motifs, such as pilaster 
the dome, pediment, and ie 
columns, which are drawn Paes 
together symmictrically 
around the grand entrance. nichi 
WEST FACADE OF ST PAUES 
CAYTHEDRAL. ENGLAND +1675 1710 


coal-seam. d Geom. each surface 
1 building. f the 


qlea 
dial of a 
5 a the functional side of a tool ete 


surface of a 
solid. e the 
clock et 
b the distinctive side of a playing 


facade of 


urd. e the 


obverse of a com, 6 = tents. 7 the out f 
ward appearance or aspect (he unacceptable @ 
fe Halim). @v. 1 tr & int. look or be 


1 


positioned towards or ma certain cirec- 


lon la i?) the Wa ) north & 
Dd ire |b Opposite Tank 0. 3 t 
atoften foll, by dozen. oud) meet resolutely 01 
defianth + 4 b not shrink from 

Jace the Ja 4 fi, present itscll to 
lem that fa 5 4. acover the surface of ta 
Ung wath iting etc, b put a facing on 
6 intr turn or cause to turn ina 
certain direct or downwards 
with the face or rds the ground, 
face off take up 
it the start of a 
fight etc. face the music stand up to unpleasant 
Consequence ‘p face to face 
loll, by wut ich other. face up io 
upwards, with the face or surface turned upwards 
to view, face up to accept bravely: confront. have 
the face he shamel nough. in face (or the 
face) of 1 despite. 2 confronted by. in your face 


He prob 


Lt garimecnt 
mn. O face down 


urface turned t 


floor etc. (see also sense 3a of 


wn atutude of confrontation, esp. 
criticism tien 


mfrontung 


ik. on the face of it as it would 
appear, put a bold jor brave; face on it accept 
chic ulty ete. cheerfully or with courage. put one’s 
face on / Uppy miak Up tO One Fite puta 
new face on alter the aspect of. save face 
preserve esicem. set one’s face against opp 
with determination. Show one’s face sce sow. to 
a person’s face openly in a person's p n 
[from Latin | a faced « so in 
facing «ad. \also in comb 
face card ) OURL ¢ 


ishing one’s face. 2 a 


lc th 


loth for w 
ed We ollen 
face flannel ».. 7} retort I 
2 lacking character 
facelessness ) 


facecloth 1. | 
mooth-surt 
faceless ad). 1 without identi 
3 without lace. ¢ 
facelift 1. TD cosincetic stirgen rinkles ets 
2a procedure to improve the app if 
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face pack 1. / u pplied to the f 


to rem 
PLT OMT 
ult re il l¢ Ti TV Lp aA | 


face paint }/. pain 
painter 


ipply ing to the 
face-painting 
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facet n. 1 a particular aspect of a thing. 2 < one 
side of a many-sided body, esp. a cut gem. 3 one 
{ segment of a compound eye. & compounb 
{from French jfacetle ‘little face’] 


% 0 faceted ad). (also in comb, 
facetious adj. intending or intended to 


be amusing, esp. inopportunely. [based 
on Latin facetia ‘jest’| O facetiously ad 
facetiousness 7 
face-to-face aftrib.ad. with the people in- 
volved facing each other or in each other’s 


iat 


+ LYE 


face-to-face discussion 

face value 7> 1 the value as 
printed or stamped on money. 2 the super- 
ficial appearance or unplication of a thing, 

facia /fay-sha/ n. (also fascia) 1 Brit, a the instru- 
ment panel of vehicle. b any similar panel 
for operating machinery. 2 the upper part of a 

vith the proprictor’ 


nominal 


Lmotot 
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shoptront name ek 

facial e of or lorthe face. @ 
ment for the face. 0 facially ad 

facile /fa-s\l/ a usu. derug. 1 « iy achieved but 
of litde value. 2 of specch etc.) fluent, glib. {from 


i beauty treat- 


Latin / \'| 0 facilely faciler N 
facilitate mak sv, less dificult or more easily 
achieved. [based on Latin fa ical O facili- 


tation “. facilitative «ar/). facilitator 1 


facility n. (pi. -ies) 1 ¢ absence of difficulty. 
2 dexterity, aputudi f 3 tesp. in 
Pf.) an opportunity, the equipment the resource 
tor doing something. 4 €\S a plant, installation. o1 
establishment. [from Latin / Incss | 
facing 1. 1 aa layer of material covering part of 
varment ete, tor cont westreneth, buin pl, © the 
cull llar, ete., of a military jacket. 2 an outer 
layer covering the surface of a wall et 
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FACINGS ON \ MILITARY 


facsimile 


facsimile /fak-sim-ili/ n. 1 an exact copy, esp. of 
writing, a picture, etc. (often attrib: facsimile edition). 
2 a production of an exact copy of a document etc, 
by electronic scanning and transmission (see also 
vax). b a copy produced in this way. Gin facsimile 
as an exact copy. [modern Latin, from fac ‘make’ + 
simile (neut.) ‘samc’ | 

fact n. 1 a thing that is known to have occurred, to 
exist, or to be true. 2 a datum of experience (often 
fol]. by an explanatory clause or phrase: the fact thal 
Jire burns). 3 (usu. in pl.) a piece of evidence, 4 truth, 
reality. 5 a thing assumed as the basis for argument 
or inference. 0 before (or after) the fact before 
(or after) the committing of a crime. a fact of life 
something that must be accepted. facts and 
figures precise details. in (or in point of} fact 
1 as a matter of fact. 2 (in summarizing) in short. 
[from Latin factwm ‘thing done’ | 

factice n. Chem. a rubber-like substance obtained by 
vulcanizing unsaturated vegetable oils. [German 
Fakits from Latin facticius ‘artificial’ ] 

faction’ n. 1 a small organized dissentient group 
within a larger one, esp. in politics. 2 a state of 
dissension within an organization. [French from 
Latin factio] 0 factional adj. factionalize ut, & 
intr, (also -ise). 

faction? 7. a book, film, etc., using real events as a 
basis for a fictional narrative or dramatization. 
[blend of mer and ricrion} 

factious adj. of, characterized by, or inclined té 
faction. 0 factiously adv. factiousness n. 


a Usage The similarity in sense between faction 
(see reaction! 1) and fraction (see rraction 4) may lead 
to confusion between the adjectives factious and frac- 
tious. Fractious, however, is now only used to mean 
‘unruly’ or “peevish’. 


factitious adj. 1 specially contrived ( factitious value). 
2 not natural ( factitious joy). {from Latin facticius, 
based on jfacere ‘to make’| O factitiously ad>. 
factitiousness 1. 

factoid %. 1 an assumption or speculation that is 
reported and repeated so often that it becomes 
accepted as fact. 2 US a brief or trivial item of 
news or information, 


FACTORY SHIP 


Factory ships are equipped not just for catching 
fish but also for the immediate processing and 
freezing of the catch. The fish are gutted and 


cleaned in the factory area, and then stored 
in ice. The freshness of the fish is secured 
by this immediate freezing, 
and so the vessel can stay 
out at sea for many wecks, 
trawling for more catches. 
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factor n. 1 a circumstance, fact, or influence con- 
tributing to a result. 2 Aath. a whole number etc. 
that when multiplied with another produces a 
given number. 3 Bu/. a gene etc. determining 
hereditary character, 4 (foll. by identifying number) 
Med. any of a group of substances in the blood 
contributing to coagulation. 5 a a merchant buying 
and selling on commission. b Sc. a land agent or 
steward. ¢ an agent or deputy. [from Latin factor 
‘maker, doer’] 0 factorize v.lr © inir (also -ise) 
Math. 

factor VIII 2. (also factor eight) Med. a blood 
protein involved in clotting, whose deficiency 
causes haemophiha. 

factorial Afath. @ n. the product of a number and 
all the whole numbers below it. @ adj. of a factor or 
factorial. 0 factorially adv. 

factory 7. (fl. -ies) a building or buildings where 
manufacturing processes are carried out. [based on 
Latin factor ‘maker | 

factory farming 7. a system of rearing livestock 
using intensive methods. Oo factory farm 2. 

factory floor 7. workers in industry as distinct from 
management. 

factory ship x. ¥ « fishing ship with processing 
facilities. 

factory shop 2. (also factory outlet) a shop in 
which goods are sold directly by the manufacturers 
at a discount. 

factotum x. (//. factotums) an cmployee who 
does all kinds of work. [medieval Latin, from fac 
‘do’ + totum (neut.) ~whole’] 

fact sheet #/. a paper setting out relevant information. 

facts of life n.p/. (prec. by the) information about 
sexual functions and practices. 

factual ad. 1 based on or concerned with fact. 
2 actual, true. c factuality n. factually adv. fact- 
ualness 7. 

faculty n. (pl. -ies) 1 an aptitude or ability for a 
particular activity, 2 an inherent mental or physical 
power. 3 a Brit. a group of related university 
departments | faculty of modern languages). b N. Amen. 
the teaching staff of a university or college. {from 
Latin facultas ‘ability | 
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Fahrenheit 


fad n. 1 a craze. 2 a peculiar notion or idiosyncrasy. 
{19th-century coimage| o faddish adj. faddishly 
adv. faddishness n. faddism n. faddist n. 

faddy adj. (faddier, faddiest) Bri/. having arbi- 
trary likes and dislikes, esp. about food. 6 faddily 
adv. faddiness n. 

fade ev 1 ini & fr. lose or cause to lose colour. 
2 intr. lose freshness or strength. 3 inir. a (of light 
etc.) grow pale or dim. b (of sound) grow faint. 
4 intr. (of a fecling etc.) diminish. 5 ¢ (toll. by in, oul) 
Cinematog. & Broadcasting cause (a picture or sound) 
to appear or disappear, increase or decrease, grad- 
ually. @ n. the action or an instance of fading. 
o do a fade slang depart. fade away languish, 
grow thin. [from Old French fade ‘dull, insipid’] 
oc fadeless adj. fader n. (in sense 6 of v,). 

fado 7. (pl. -os) a type of (csp. plaintive) popular 
Portuguese song. [Portuguese, literally ‘fate’| 

faeces /fee-seez/ n.pl. (US feces) waste matter 
discharged from the bowels. [Latin] 0 faecal ad). 

faff Brit. collog. @ vinir: (often foll. by about, around) 
fuss, dither. @ 7. a fuss. 

fag'en. 1 esp. Brit. collog. a piece of drudgery. 2 esp. 
Brit. collog. a cigarette. 3 Brit. (at public schools) 
a junior pupil who runs errands for a senior. 
ev. (fagged, fagging) 1 collog. a tr (often foll. by 
out) tire out; exhaust. b intr Bri. toil. 2 itr Bri. (at 
public schools) act as a fag. [1 6th-century coinage | 

fag? n. N. Amer slang offens. a male homosexual. 
fabbreviation of taccor] 

fag end ». collog. Bri. a cigarette end. 

faggot 7. 1 (usu. in pl.) Brit. a ball or roll of seasoned 
chopped liver ete., baked or fried. 2 (US fagot) a 
bundle of sticks or twigs bound together as fuel. 
3 slang a Brit. deroy. an unpleasant woman. b A. Amer. 
offens. a male homosexual. [from Old French /agoi| 
Oo faggoty ad). 

fah n. (also fa) Vs. 1 Gn tonic sol-fa) the fourth note 
of a major scale. 2 the note F in the fixed-doh 
system. |Middle English] 

Fahrenheit /fa-rén-hyt/ adj. of a scale of tem- 
perature on which water freezes at 32° and boils 
at 212° under standard conditions. [named after 
G. Fahrenheit, German physicist, 1686 1736] 
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faience 


faience /fy-ahnss/ n. decorated and glazed earth- 
enware and porcelain. [from Faenza, a city in Italy 
where pottery was made] 

fail ev. 1 inir, not succeed. 2 a & G intr. be or judge 
to he unsuccessful in (an examination etc.}. b @ (ol 
a commodity etc.) not pass (a test of quality). 3 itr 
be unable to; neglect to ( faded to appear), 4 tr, disap- 
point; let down. 5 intr (of supplies, crops, ete.) be or 
become insufficient. 6 intr, become weaker; cease 
functioning (the engine has failed). 7 intr. a (of an 
enterprise) collapse. b become bankrupt. @ 7. a fail- 
ure ina test. 0 without fail for certain, whatever 
happens. [based on Latin fallere ‘to deccive’| 

failed adj. 1 not good enough (a fuiled actor). 2 defi- 
cient; broken-down (a failed crop, a failed battery). 

failing e 7. a fault or shortcoming; a weakness, 
esp. in character. @ prep. in default of; if not. 

fail-safe adj. reverting to a safe condition in 
the event of a breakdown etc. 

failure », 1 lack of success. 2 an unsuc- 
cessful person, thing, or attempt. 3 non- 
performance, non-occurrence. 4 breaking 
down or ceasing to function (heart failure). 
5 bankruptcy. [from Anglo-French /ailer| 

fain archaic @ predu.adj. ({oll. by to + infin.) 
1 willing under the circumstances to. 2 left with 
no alternanve but to. @ ade. gladly (esp. could fain). 
[Old English] 

faint e ad. 1 indistinct, pale, dim; not clearly 
perceived. 2 (of a person) weak or giddy. 3 slight, 
remote (aq faint chance). 4 half-hearted ( faint praise). 
5 = run’. @ vir 1 lose consciousness from a drop 
in blood pressure. 2 become faint. @ x. a sudden loss 
of consciousness. [from Old French faint, feint 
‘feigned, sluggish’] Oo faintness 7). 

faint-hearted adj. cowardly, 
heartedness 2. 

faintly adv. 1 very slightly (faintly amused). 2 in- 
clistinctly. feebly. 


timid. Oo faint- 


fair'e ad). 1 just, equitable: in accordance with the 
rules. 2 blond; light or pale in colour or complex- 
ion, 3 a of (only) moderate quality or amount; 
average. b considerable, satistactory (a fair chance of 
success). 4 {of weather) fine and dry; (of the wind) 
favourable. 5 clean, clear, unblemished | fair copy). 
6 beautiful, attractive. 7 dustral. & NO complete, 
unguestionable. @ ade. 1 ina faw manner ( play fair). 
2 Brit. exactly, completely was hit fair on the jaw. 
O fair and square adi. & adj. 1 exactly. 2 straight- 
forward, honest, above hoard. a fair deal equitable 
treatment. fair dinkum see privat vi. fair dos Bri/. 
collog. tair shares. fair enough collog. that is reason- 
able. fair’s fair vollog. all involved should act fairly. 
for fair US s/ang completely. in a fair way to 
likely to. [Old English] o fairish ad. fairness n. 

fair® n. 
stalls. amusements, ete., for public entertainment. 
2 a periodic market. often with entertainments. 
3 an exhibition to promote particular products. 
[from Latin feriae holiday’ | 


fair game 7. a legitimate targct or object. 
fairground 7. an outdoor areca where a fair is held. 
Fair Isle », (also attrib.) ¥ a picce of knitwear knitted 

ina characteristic partcolourcd design. [from Far 
‘le in the Shet- 
lands. where the 
desien was first 
devised] 


fairly adv. 1 in 


a fair manner: 
justly. 2° moder- 
ately, acceptably 


Janly good). 310 a 
nouccable degree 
fairly narrow). 4 ut- 
terly «fairly heside 
famself s. 5 actually 
i fanty jumped for 
joy). O fairly and 
squarely = /ai and 
van see ft vik! 
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also pyeudo-archau fayre) 1 a gathering of 


fall 


® “ats 
fair-minded adj just, impartial. 0 fair-mindedly falconry 2. the breeding and training of hawks; 


adv. fair-mindedness n. 
fair play n. reasonable treatment or behaviour. 
fair sex n. (prec. by /h¢) women. 
fairway 7. 1 a navigable channel. 

2 v the part of a golf course 

between a tee and its green. kept 

free of rough grass. & Gout 


green 


bunker, 


leeing-off 
ared 


water 
hazard 


fairway 
rough 


FAIRWAY ON A GOLF COURSE 


fair-weather friend n. a fricnd or ally who is 
unreliable in umes of difficulty. 

fairy n.( p/. -ies) 1 a small, winged. imaginary being 
of human form, believed magical. 2 slang offens. 
a male homosexual. [from Old French faerie} 
cd fairy-like ad). 

fairy cake n. Bri. a small iced sponge cake. 

fairy godmother ». a benelactress. 

fairyland ». the imaginary home of fairies. 

fairy lights pl. esp. Art. small decorative col- 
oured lights, 

fairy ring . a ring of darker grass caused by fungi. 

fairy story 1, (also fairy tale; 1 a children’s tale 
about fairies. 2 an incredible story; a fabrication. 

fait accomph /{ayt a-kom-pli/ 7. (pl. faits 
accomplis /ronunc. same) a thing that has been 
done and is past altering. (French, literally “accom- 
plished fact’ 

faith x. L complete trust or confidence. 2 firm 
behef, esp. without logical proof. 3 religious belief. 
4 cluty or commitment to fulfil a trust, promise, ete. 
keep faith). (based on Latin fides} 

faithful adj. 1 showing faith. 2 (often foll. by %) 
loyal, trustworthy. 3 accurate; true to fact (a faith/ul 
account), 4 a \the Faithful) the bchevers m a reli- 
gion, b ,the faithful) the loyal adherents of a 
political party. o faithfulness z. 

faithfully ad. in a faithful manner. 0 yours faith- 
fully esp. Bri. a formula for ending a business or 
formial Ietter. 

faith healing xn. healing achieved by faith and 
prayer as opposed to conventional medicine. 

faithless «adj. 1 (alse, unreliable, disloyal. 2 without 
religious faith. o faithlessly adi. faithlessness 7. 

fajitas n. a dish of Mexican origin 
consisting of strips of spiced meat 
with vegetables and cheese, wrapped 
in a soft torulla. {Mexican Spanish, 
‘hittle strips] 

fake en. 1 a thing or person that is not 
genuine. 2 a trick. @ adj. counterfeit; not 
genume. @ vf. 1 make (a false thing) appear 
genuine; forge. counterfeit. 2 make a pretence 
of having (a feeling, illness, ete.). a faker xn, 
fakery n. 

fakir /fay-kecr/ n, (also faquir) a Muslim o 
rarely) Hindu religious mendicant or 
[from Arabic fakir needy man’ 

falafel yar. of iiivn. 

falcon 7.» any diurnal bird of prey of the family 
Valconidae, having long pointed wings, and some- 
times trained to hunt small game for 
te xvwies [from Late Latin falco ones] 


ascetic, 


sport. 


hole 


the sport of hawking. 0 falconer n. 


falderal 7. (also folderol) 1 a gewgaw or trifle. 2 a 


nonsensical refrain in a song 3 esp. N. Amer. 
nonsense; trivial display. [perhaps from falbala 
‘trimming on a dress’ 

fall e@ vinir. (past fell; past part. 
fallen) 1 a descend rapidly 
from a higher to a lower level 
(fell from the top floor). b drop or 
be dropped (supplies fell by para- 
chute). 2 a (often foll. by over) 
cease to stand upright. b come 
suddenly to the ground. 3 (foll. by ito) 
stumble or be drawn into (a trap etc.). 
4 become detached and descend or 
disappear. 5 take a downward direction: 
a (of hair, clothing, etc.) hang down. b (of ground 
etc.) slope. 6 a find a lower level; sink lower. 
b subside, abate. 7 (of a barometer etc.) show a 
lower reading. 8 occur (darkness fell). 9 decline 
(demand is falling; standards have fallen). 10 a (of the 
face) show dismay. b (of the eyes or a glance) look 
downwards. 11 a lose power or status (/he government 
will fall). b lose esteem, moral integrity, etc. 
12 commit sin. 13 take or have a particular direc- 
tion or place (His eve fell on me). 14 a be naturally 
divisible (the subject falls into three parts). b (foll. by 
under, within) be classed among. 15 occur at a speci- 
fied time (Easter fell early). 16 come by chance or 
duty (it fell to me to answer). 17 pass into a specified 
condition (fall into decay). 18 a (of a position etc.) 
be overthrown or captured. b he deteated; fail. 
19 clie ( fall in battle). 20 \foll. by on, upon) a attack. 
b meet with. ¢ embrace or embark on avidly. 
21 ‘foll. by fo + verbal noun) begin ( fell to wondering). 
22 \foll. by fo) revert (revenues fall to the Crown). @ n. 
1 the act or an instance of falling; a sudden rapid 
descent. 2 that which falls or has fallen, e.g suo 
etc. 3 the recorded amount of rainfall etc. 4 a 
decline or diminutions 5 downfall (the fall of Rome). 
6 a succumbing to temptauon. b (the Fall) Bib/. 
the sin of. Adam and its consequences. 7 a (of 
material, land, light, etc.) a downward direction; 
a slope. b a downward difference in height (a fall of 
3 inches). 8 (also Fall) .\V. Amer. autumn. 9 (esp. in pi.) 
a waterfall, cataractwor cascade. 10 a a throw in 
wrestling which keeps the opponent on the ground 
lor a specified time. b a controlled act of falling 
in judo ete. a fall about Brit. collog. be helpless, 
esp. with laughter. fall apart (or to pieces) 
1 break into pieces. 2 (of a situation etc.) be 
reduced to chaos. 3 lose one’s capacity to cope. 
fall away 1 (of a surface) incline abruptly. 2 grad- 
ually vanish. 3 desert. revolt. fall back retreat. 
fall back on have recourse to in difficulty. fall 
behind 1 lag. 2 be in arrears. fall down (often 
loll. by on) fail; fail to deliver (payment ete.). fall 
for rollog. 1 be captivated or deceived by. 2 yield 
to the charms or merits of. fall foul (NV. Amer. 
also afoul) of come into conflict with, fall in 
1a take one’s place in military formation. b (as int.) 
the order to do this. 2 collapse inwards. fall in 
love sec 10\1. fall into line 1 take 
one’s place in the ranks. 2 conform 
with others. fall into place begin 
to make sense or cohere. fall 
in with 1 meet by chance. 


hunker 


FALCON? LANALR PALCON 
Falco biarmicus: 


fallacy 


2 agree with; accede to; humour. 3 coincide with. 
fall off 1 (of demand etc.) decrease. 2 withdraw. 
fall out 1 quarrel. 2 (of the hair etc.) become 
detached. 3 Mil. come out of formation. 4 result; 
come to pass; occur. fall over oneself collog. 1 be 
eager or competitive. 2 stumble through haste, 
confusion, etc. fall short 1 be or become inad- 
equate. 2 (of a missile etc.) not reach its target. fall 
short of fail to reach or obtain. fall through 
come to nothing; miscarry. fall to begin an activ- 
ity. [Old English] 

fallacy 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a mistaken belief. 2 misleading 
or unsound argument. {from Latin fallacia ‘decep- 
tion] fallacious ad). 

fallback 7. 1 an alternative plan for use in an emer- 
gency. 2 a reduction. 

fallen past part. of vac v. @ adj. 1 (aitrib.) having lost 
one’s honour or reputation. 2 killed in war. 

faller 7. a person, animal, or thing that falls, esp. a 
horse that falls during a race. 

fall guy 7. slang 1 an easy victim. 2 a scapegoat. 

fallible adj. 1 capable of making mistakes. 2 lable 
to be erroneous. [based on Latin jallere ‘to deceive’] 
D fallibility n. fallibly adv. 

falling-out x. a quarrel. 

falling star 7. a metcor. 

fall-off 2. a decrease, deterioration, withdrawal, etc. 

Fallopian tube n. Anal. ¥ either of two tubes in 
female mammals along which ova travel to the 
uterus. & OVARY, REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS. [named after 
G, Fallopio, Ttalian anatomist, 1523 1562] 


_ ovary 


vagina _ 


¥ 
FALLOPIAN’ TUBES IN THE 
FEMALE HUMAN BODY 
fallout 7. 1 radioactive nuclear debris. 2 the 


adverse side effects of a situation etc. 

fallow’ e adj. 1 a (of land) ploughed and harrowed 
but left unsown. b uncultivated. 2 (of an idea etc:) 
potentially uscful but not yet in use. 3 inactive. @ 7. 
fallow or uncultivated land. [Middle English| 
a fallowness 1. 

fallow? adj. of a pale brownish or reddish yellow. 
[Old English] 

fallow deer 7. a small deer, Cervus dama, having a 
white-spotted reddish-brown coat in the summer. 
 DLER 

false e adj. 1 not according with fact; incorrect. 
2 a artificial, spurious ( false teeth). b acting as such, 
esp. deceptively (a false liming). 3 illusory (a false econ 
omy). 4 improperly so called ( false acacia). 5 decep- 
tive. 6 (foll. by é) deceitful, treacherous, or 
unfaithful. 7 illegal ( false wmprisonment). @ adv. in a 
false manner (esp. play false). [from Latin jalsws] 
0 falsely adv. falseness 7. falsity 1. (pl. -1es). 

false acacia see wwacia 2. 

false alarm 7. an alarm given needlessly. 

false colour 7. colour introduced during the 
production of an image to aid interpretation and 
not present in the object. 

false colours 7.p/. Brit. deceitful pretence. 

false dawn ». 1 a transient light in the east before 
dawn. 2 a promising sign which comes to nothing. 

false god n. a god that is falsely claimed to exist. 

falsehood ». 1 the state of being false, esp. untrue. 
2. a false or untrue thing. 3 a the act of lying. b a lie 
or hes. 

false move n. an imprudent or careless act. 


\Fallopian , 
, _— tube 


false pretences  7.//. 
misrepresentations made 
with intent to deceive 
(esp. under false pre- 
tences). 

false start 7. 1 an 
invalid start in a 
race. 2 an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to begin some- 
thing. 

false step zn. a slip; a mistake. 

falsetto n. (pi. -os) 1 a method of voice 
production used by male singers, esp. 
tenors, to sing notes higher than their 
normal range. 2 a singer using this 
method. [Italian, diminutive of falso ‘false’] 

falsework n. a temporary framework or support 
used during building to form arches etc. 

falsies n.p/. collog. pads of material used to increase 
the apparent size of the breasts. 

falsify v/v (-ies, -ied) 1 fraudulently alter or make 
false (a document, evidence, etc.). 2 misrepresent. 
3 make wrong; pervert. D falsifiable adj. falsifi- 
cation 7. 

falter v, 1 intr. stumble; stagger; go unsteadily. 2 intr. 
waver; lose courage. 3 ft ©& inir. stammer; speak 
hesitatingly. [Middle English] o falterer 7. falter- 
ingly adi. 

fame 7. 1 renown; the state of being famous. 
2 archaic reputation. [from Latin fama] 

famed adj. (foll. by jor) famous; much spoken of 
( famed for its good food). 

familiar e adj. 1 a (often foll. by fo) well known; no 
longer novel. b often encountered or experienced. 
2 (foll. by zth) knowing a thing well or in detail. 
3 (often foll. by with) well acquainted (with a 
person); intumate. 4 excessively informal. 5 uncere- 
monious, @ 7. 1 a close friend or associate. 2 (in full 
familiar spirit) a demon supposedly attending 
and obeying a witch etc. [Middle English, related 
to kmiLy] O familiarly ado. 

familiarity 1. (//. -ies) 1 the state of being well 
known. 2 (foll. by w7th) close acquaintance. 3 a close 
relationship. 4 behaviour that is informal, esp. 
excessively so. [from Latin familiaritas] 

familiarize v.i7, (also -ise) 1 (foll. by with) make 
(a person) conversant or well acquainted. 2 make (a 
thing) well known. [based on French familiaire 
‘familiar’| 0 familiarization n. 

family 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a set of relations, living 
together or not. 2 a the members of a household. 
b a person's children. e¢ (atrib.) serving the needs of 
families ( family butcher). 3 a all the descendants of a 
common ancestor. b a group of peoples from a 
common stock. 4 a group of languages derived 
from a particular early language. 5 a group of 
objects distinguished by common features. 6 Biol. a 
eroup of related genera of animals or plants. 0 in 
the family way collog. pregnant. [from Latin 
familia “household’| 0 familial ad. 

family credit 7. (in the UK) a regular payment by 
the state to a low-income family. 

Family Division 7. (in the UK) a division of the 
High Court dealing with adopuon, divorce, etc. 

family man 7. a man having a wife and children, 
esp. one fond of family hfe. 

family name 7. 2 surname. 

family planning 7. birth contro}. 

family tree n. a genealogical chart. 

famine 7. extreme scarcity, esp. of food. [from 
Latin fames “hunger’| 

famish ». 1 vf. & intr. (usu. in passive) reduce or be 
reduced to extreme hunger. 2 mtr. collog. feel very 
hungry. [related to Famine] 

famous adj. (ofien foll. by for) celebrated; well known. 
[based on Latin fama ‘fame’| 0 famousness n. 

famously adv. 1 collog. exccllently (got on famously). 
2 notably. 


FAN: 19TH-CENTURY 
EUROPEAN FAN 


fancy goods 


fan'e n. 1 an apparatus, 
usu. with rotating blades, 
giving a current of 
air for ventilation 
etc. 2 <a folding, 
usu. semicircular 
device for agitat- 
ing the air to cool 
oneself. 3 any- 


thing spread out like 


& a fan, e.g. a bird’s tail or kind 


of ornamental vaulting (fan tracery). 

D> vaur. @ v. (fanned, fanning) 1 ¢&& 

a blow a current of air on, with, or as 

with a fan. b agitate (the air) with a fan. 
2 t (of a breeze) blow gently on. 3 intr G tz (usu. 
foll. by oud) spread out in the shape of a fan. [from 
Latin vanaus ‘winnowing-fan’] 5 fanlike ad. 

fan? n. a devotee of a particular activity, performer, 
etc. [abbreviation of ranaric] 

fanatic e@ 7. a person filled with excessive and often 
misguided enthusiasm for something. @ adj. exces- 
sively enthusiastic. [originally in religious sense: 
based on Latin fanum ‘temple’] a fanatical ad). 
fanatically adv. fanaticism n. fanaticize vil: @ 
ir, (also -ise). 

fan belt 7. » a belt that drives 
a fan to cool the radiator in a 
motor vehicle. 


rotary blade 
of cooling fan 


oil filler 


FAN BELT: FRONT 
VIEW OF A CAR 
ENGINE SHOWING 
THE VAN BEL | 


generator 


fancier 7. a connoisseur or follower of some activ- 
ity or thing ( pigeon fancier), 

fanciful adj. 1 existing only in the imagination 
or fancy. 2 whimsical, capricious. 3 fantastically 
designed, ornamented, etc., odd-looking. 0 fanci- 
fully adv. fancifulness n. 

fancy e 7. (pi. -ies) 1 an individual taste or inclin- 
ation. 2 a caprice or whim. 3 a thing favoured, e.g. 
a horse to win a race, 4 an arbitrary supposition. 
5 a the faculty of using imagination or of inventing 
unagery. b a mental image. 6 unfounded belief. 
e ad. (usu. atirib.) fancier, fanciest) 1 ornamen- 
tal; not plain. 2 whimsical, extravagant (at a_fancy 
price). 3 based on imagination, not fact. 4 (of foods 
etc.) of fine quality, @ v.t (-ies, -1ed) 1 (foll. by that 
+ clause) be inclined to suppose. 2 Brit. collog. teela 
desire for (do you fancy a drink’). 3 Brit. collog. find 
sexually attractive. 4 collog. have an unduly high 
opinion of (oneself etc.). 5 select (a horse etc.) as 
the likely winner. 6 (in imper) expressing surprise 
( fancy that!). 7 picture to oneself. 0 catch (or take) 
a person’s fancy please or appeal to a person. 
take a fancy to become (esp. mexplicably) fond 
of. [contraction of raniasy] a fanciable adj. (in 
sense 3 of v.). fancily adv. fanciness n. 

fancy dress n. fanciful costume, esp. for mas- 
querading as a different person or as an animal etc. 
at a party. 

fancy-free adj. (often in phr. footloose and 
fancy-free) without (esp. emotional) commit- 
ments 


fancy goods 71./)/. ornamental! novelties etc. 


fancy man 


FANG 


In venomous snakes, the fangs are usually 
folded back against the roof of the mouth, 
only swinging forward when needed to 
attack prey. Venom stored in a sac at the 
back of the mouth passes along a tube 

to be released through a tiny hole close 

to the fang’s point. 


1 CROSS-SLO LION 
OF A SNARIOS 
1 NANes 


flow of 7 
eehom 


hole near 
tip of fang 


cenanl sat 


MOU LH OV 
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fancy man 2. s/ang devo, 1 a Woman’s lover. 2 a 
pimp. 

fancy woman ». s/ang deg a mistress, 

fandango n. ,p/. -oes or -os 1 a lively Spamsh 
dance for two. 2 nonsense, tomfoolery. [Spanish| 


fandom »#. the world of fans and enthusiasts, esp. of 


fans of science fiction magazines. 
fanfare 7. a short showy or ceremonious sounching 
of trumpets ete. [French] 
fanfaronade ». 1 arrogant talk: brag. 2 a lantare. 
[French fanfaronnade from fanfaron “braggart’ | 
fang ». La larg 
a dog or wolf. & cvgxivort. 2 usu. in pi. a A the 
tooth of a venomous snake, by which poison is 
injected, b the biung mouthpart of a spider. 
> supe. 3 the root of a 
tooth or its prong. [from 
Old Norse] a fanged 
ad}, also in comb. . 
fan heater 7. an 
electric heater im 
which a fan drives 
air over an clement. 
fanlight 7. < a 
small originally 
semicircular 
dow over a door or 
another window, 


win- 


fan mail ». leticrs 
from fans. 


fanny 7. /)/. -ies 
1 Brit. coane slane 
the female  geni- 


tals. 2.\. Aner slang 
the buttocks, [20th 

century coinage | 

Fanny Adams ». Bri/. s/ang 1 also sweet Fanny 
Adams nothing at all. 2 .\aut. a canned meat. 
b stew. fname of a murder victim ¢.1870] 


FANLIGHT ABOVE \ 
GEORGIAN TRONI 


Dever 


a Usage Fanny Adams, or ity abbreviated form 
FA, is sometimes understood as a euphemism lor 
hick all 

fan palm 7. a palm wee with fan-shaped leaves. 
fantail 7, 1 oa pigeon with a broad tail. 2 a fan- 
shaped tul or end. o fantailed ad) 

fantasia /fan-tay-zia/ na musical or other 
composition free in form and often in’ impro- 
based OW Seve ral 


visatory style: a 


fanmhar tunes. (Ltallan, Hiterally ‘fantasy’ 
{ 


composuon 


fantasize :. vl) phantasize. -ise 1 in/, have a 
fantasy or fanciful vision, 2 
lantasy about. o fantasist 


Wane, Credte al 


sharp tooth, esp. a canine tooth of 


fantastic adj. (also fantastical) 1 co/log. excellent, 
extraordinary. 2 extravagantly fanciful. 3 grotesque 
or quaint. [Middle English, related to ranrasy] 
0 fantasticality n. fantastically ad. 

fantasy 7. (also phantasy) ( //. -ies) 1 the faculty of 
inventing images, esp. extravagant or visionary 
ones. 2 a fanciful mental image; a daydream. 3 a 
whimsical speculation. 4 a fantastic invention or 
composition. {from Latin phantasia ‘appearance’, 
based on Greek] 

fantasy football ». (also fantasy cricket etc.) a 
competition in which participants select imaginary 
teams from among the players in a league etc. and 
score pots according to the actual performance of 
their players. 

fanzine 7. a magazine for fans, esp. those of science 
fiction, sport, or popular music. [blend of raxaric 
and sac aint] 

FAQ «hdr. Computing frequently asked questions. 

far further, furthest or farther. farthest) @ adi. 
1 at or to or by a great distance (far away: far off, far 
out), 2a long way (off) in space or time (are you trav- 
elling far?: we talked far into the night). 3 to a great 
extent or degree: by much ( far detter: far too early). 
@ ad. 1 situated at or extending over a great 
distance in space or time; remote (@ far country). 
2 more distant (/he far end of the hall). as far as 
1 to the distance of (a place). 2 to the extent that 
travel as far as you like). by far by a great amount. far 
and away by a very large amount. far and near 
evervwhere. far and wide over a large area. far 
from yery ditterent from being: tencing to the 
opposite of the problem is far from being solved). go far 
1 achieve much. 2 contribute greatly. 3 be 
adequate. go too far go beyond the limits of what 
is reasonable, polite, etc. So jor im so) far as \or 
that to the extent that. so far so good progress 
has been satisfactory up to now. [Old English] 

farad ». Ehech. the SI unit of capacitance, such 
that one coulomb of charge causes a potential 
difference of one volt. [shortening of faraday, 


named after M. Faraday, English physicist. 
[791 1867] 
faraway = altrib.ad),§ 1 remote: long-past. 


2 .of a look: dreamy. 3 .of a voice: sounding 
as if from a distance, 

farce ». 1 a a low comic dramane work 
based on ludicrously inyprobable events. 
b this branch of drama. 2 absurdly fuule 
proceedings. [based on Laun /farcire ‘to 
stuff”, used) metaphorically of mterludes 
ctc.] 

farceur 7. 1 a joker. 2 an actor or writer of 
farces. [French] 

farcical «adj. 1 extremely ludicrous or futile. 2 of or 
like farce. o farcically adv. 

far cry n. usu. toll. by from) a long way; a very cliffer- 
ent experience. 

fare @ 7. Ia the price a passenger has to pay to 
be conveyed by bus, train, ete. b a fare-paying 
passenger, 2 a range of food. @ wintr literary 
progress; get on (how did you fare’). [Old Enghsh] 

Far East ». (prec. by fhe) China, Japan, and other 
countries of E, Asia. o Far Eastern ad). 

farewell e@ inf. goodbve, adieu, @ n. leave-taking: 
departure also adtrib.: a fareccell kiss). (Middle English} 

farfalle 1. small picees of pasta shaped like bows or 
butterflies’ wings. & pvsi,. [[tahan, *butterthes’] 

far-fetched «ad. jol an explanation etc.) strained, 
unconvincing 

far-flung ad. extending far: widely distributed. 

far gone ad). 1 advanced in time. 2 collog. in an 
advanced state of illness, drunkenness, ete. 

farina »), the flour or meal of cereal. nuts. or starchy 
roots, [Latin] 0 farinaceous ad). 

farm e 7. 1 an area of land and its buildings used 
under one management for growing crops. rearing 

. 2a place or establishment for breed- 

me a particular type of animal, growing fruit, ete. 


mmals, ete 


fascia 


(trout farm; mink farm). 3 = rarmuousr. @ v. 1 a tr use 
(land) for growing crops, rearing animals, etc. b intr. 
be a farmer; work on a farm. 2 & breed (fish ete.) 
commercially, 3 /7, a delegate qrsubcontract (work) 
to others. b contract (the collection of taxes) to 
another for a fee. ¢ arrange for (a person, esp. a 
child) to be looked after by another, with payment. 
[originally applied only to leased land: from 
medieval Latin firma ‘fixed payment’) 0 farming n. 

farmer 2. 1 a person who runs a farm. 2 a person 
to whom the collection of taxes is contracted for a 
fee. [from medieval Latin firmarius, firmator} 

farmhand ». a worker on a farm. 

farmhouse 7. 4 dwelling place attached to a farm. 

farmstead n. a farm and its buildings. 

farmyard n. a yard attached to a farmhouse. 

faro /fair-oh/ n. a gambling card game in which 
bets are placed on the order of appearance of the 
cards. [from French pharaon ‘Pharaoh’, reputedly 
the name of the king of hearts] 

far-off attrih.adj. remote. 

far out adj. (hyphenated when attrib.) slang 1 avant- 
garde, unconventional. 2 excellent. 

farrago /fa-rah-goh/ n. (pl. -os or U'S -oes) a 
medley or hotchpotch. [Latin, literally ‘mixed 
fodder] 0 farraginous ad). 

far-reaching adj. 1 widely applicable. 2 having 
important consequences or implications. 

farrier 7. 1 a smith who shoes horses. 2 a person 
who treats the clisease and injuries of horses. [based 
on Latin jerrum “ron, horseshoe’} 0 farriery n. 

farrow e 1. 1 a litter of pigs. 2 the birth of a litter. 

so absol.) (of a sow) produce (pigs). [Old 


English] 
far-seeing ad. shrewd in judgement; prescient. 
Farsi n. the modern Persian language, the official 
language of Iran. [Persian: cf. Paxstt] 
far-sighted adj. 1 having foresight, prudent. 2 esp. 
A. Amer = LONG-sicHTrp. O far-sightedly ad. far- 
sightedness 7. : 
fart coarse slang @ v.intr. 1 emit wind from the anus. 
2 foll. by about, around) behave foolishly. e x. 1 an 
emission of wind from the anus. 2 an unpleasant 
person. [Old English] 
farther var. @f ruriiter adv. & ad). 
farthest var. of reriHist. 
farthing n. 1 fist. < (in the UK) a former 
coin and monetary unit equal to a quarter 
of an old penny (withdrawn in 1961), 2 the 
least possible amount (if doesn’t matter a 
farthing). (Old Enghish, literally “fourth part’} 


FARTHING  farthingale #! /is/. ¥ a hooped petticoat or a 


suff curved roll to extend a woman’s skirt. 
[based on Spanish verdugo ‘rod’ 


WHEEL-SHAPED 
PART HINGALE 


BELL-SHAPCD 
FART HINGALE 


FARTHINGALES 


fartlek ». Athletics a method of training for middle- 
and long-distance running, mixing fast with slow 
work. [Swedish, from fart ‘speed’ + lek “play’| 

fasces n.p/. 1 Rom.Hisit. a bundle of rods with a 
projecting axe-blade, as a symbol of a magistrate’s 
power. 2 (in Fascist Italy) a bundle of rods as an 
emblem of authority. [Latin pl. of fasezs ‘bundle’] 

fascia /fash-18/ n. | p/. fasciae /-i-ee/ or fascias 
1 Archit, aa long flat surface between mouldings on 
the architrave in classical architecture. b a flat 


fascicle 


board, usu. of wood, covering the ends of rafters. 
2 a stripe or band. 3 /fash-4/ Anat. a thin sheath 
of fibrous tissue, esp. that enclosing a muscle or 
other organ. O fascial adj. 

fascicle /fas-i-kiil/ n. (also fascicule) a separately 
published instalment of a book. [from Latin fascicu- 
lus ‘little bundle’ | 

fascinate w/. 1 capture the interest of; attract. 
2 paralyse (a victim) with fear. [based on Latin fasci- 
natus ‘enchanted’] 0 fascinated ad, fascinating ad). 
fascinatingly adv. fascination n. fascinator 1. 

Fascism /fash-izni/ n. 1 the totalitarian principles 
and organization of the extreme right-wing nation- 
alist movement in Italy (1922 43). 2 (also fascism) 
a any similar nationalist and authoritarian move- 
ment. b (loosely) any system of extreme right-wing 
or authoritarian views. [from Italian, based on 
Latin fascis ‘bundle, group’) a Fascist n. & adj. (also 
fascist). Fascistic adj. (also fascistic). 


mw Usage Some people find the use of Fascism in 
sense 2b unacceptable. 


FASHION 


In Western countries, styles of clothing, or ‘fashions’, are continually 
evolving, often reflecting broader shifts in mores, customs, and atti- 
tudes. This can clearly be seen in the changes in fashion during the 
20th century. The formal clothing of the 1900s gave way to more 
relaxed, practical attire as many rigid social conventions disappeared. 


fashion e 7. 1 ¥ the current popular custom or 
style, esp. in dress. 2 a manner of doing something 
(in a peculiar fashion). 3 (in comb.) in a specified 
manner (walk crab fashion). 4 fashionable society (a 
woman of fashion). @ v.tr. (often foll. by into) make into 
a particular or the required form. o after (or m) a 
fashion as well as is practicable, though not satis- 
factorily. in (or out of ) fashion fashionable (or not 
fashionable). [based on Latin facere ‘to do, make’| 

fashionable adj. 1 following, suited to, or influ- 

enced by the current fashion. 2 characteristic of or 

favoured by those who are leaders of social fashion. 

O fashionableness 7. fashionably ado. 

fast'e ad). 1 rapid, quick-moving, 2 capable of high 
speed (a fast car). 3 enabling or causing or intended 
for high speed (a fast road; fast bowler). 4 (of a clock 
etc.) showing a time ahead of the correct ume. 
5 a (of a photographic film) needing only a short 
exposure. b (of a lens) having a large aperture. 
6 a firmly fixed or attached. b secure; firmly estab- 
lished (a_fast friendship). 7 (of a colour) not fading. 
8 (of a person) immoral, dissipated. e@ adv. 1 quickly; 


WOMEN’S FASHION IN THE 20TH CENTURY —— 
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fastening 


in quick succession. 2 firmly, tightly (stand fast; eves 
fast shut). 3 soundly, completely ( fast asleep). O pull 
a fast one collog. try to deceive or gain an unfair 
advantage. [Old English| 

fast? e v.iniz: abstain from all or some kinds of food 
or drink. @ z. an act or period of fasting. [from Old 
Norse] 

fastback n. 1 a motor car with the rear sloping 
continuously down to the bumper. 2 such a rear. 

fast breeder 7. (also fast breeder reactor) a 
reactor using fast neutrons to produce the same 
fissile material as it uses. 

fast buck sce suck. 

fasten v 1 # make or become fixed or secure. 2 
(foll. by in, up) lock securely; shut in. 3 ¢, a (foll. by 
on, upon) direct (a look, thoughts, etc.) fixedly or 
intently. b focus or direct the attention fixedly upon 
( fastened him with her eyes). 4 intr. (foll. by on, upon) 
a take hold of. b sinele out. 5 & (foll. by off) fix with 
stitches or a knot. [Old English] o fastener zn. 

fastening 7. a device that fastens something; a 
fastener. 


Women’s clothing, in particular, once restrictive and designed to 
preserve female modesty, became freer and more revealing 
in the 1920s and then in the decades following the Second World 
War (1939-1945). New fabrics, such as nylon and Lycra, and 
improved technologies contributed to the speed of transition. 
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fast food 


fast food n. food that can be prepared and served 
quickly and easily, esp. in a snack bar or restaurant. 
fast forward e 7. a coutrol on a tape or video 
player for advancing the tape rapidly. @ adj. (fast- 
forward) designating such a control. @ wir (fast- 
forward) advance (a tape) rapidly, sometimes 
while simultaneously playing it at high speed. 
fastidious adj. 1 very careful in matters of chvice 
or taste; fussy. 2 easily disgusted; squeamish. 
[Middle English from Latin fastid:um ‘loathing’| 
UO fastidiously adz. fastidiousness 7. 
fastigiate ad. Bol. 1 < having a 
conical or tapering outline. 2 hav- 
ing parallel upright branches. 
[based on Latin fastigium ‘gable- 
top| 
fastness 7. 1 a stronghold 
or fortress. 2 the state of 
hemg secure. [related to 
rast |] 


fast neutron 7. a neutron 
with high kinetic energy. 

fast reactor n. a nuclear 
reactor using mainly fast 
neutrons. 

fast-talk vfr A. Amer. 
collag. persuade by rapid 
or deceitful talk. 

fast track e 1. a route or method providing more 
rapid results than would normally be expected. 
@ 7.1. (fast-track) 1 accelerate the development of 
(a product or project). 2 promote (a person) rapidly. 

fate. 1 ¥ a natural oily or greasy substance occur- 
ring esp. in animal bodies. 2 the part of anything 
containing this. 3 excessive presence of fat in a 
person or animal. 4 Chem. any of a group of 
natural esters of glycerol and various fatty acids 
existing as solids at room temperature. @ ad). 
(fatter, fattest) 1 (of a person or animal) having 
excessive fat. 2 (of an animal) made plump for 
slaughter; fatted. 3 containing much fat. 4 greasy, 
oily, unctuous. 5 (of land or resources) fertile, rich; 
yieldmg abundantly. 6 a thick, substantial in con- 
tent (@ fal book). b substantial as an asset or Oppor- 
tunity (@ fal cheque; was given a fat part in the play). 
7 collog. iron. very little; not much (a fat chance, a 
fat lot). @ ut. G int. (fatted, fatting) make or 
become fat. 0 kill the fatted calf celebrate, esp. at 
a prodigal’s return (Luke 15). live off (or on) 
the fat of the land have the best of everything. 
[Old English] o fatless adj. fatly ad). fatness n. 
fattish ad). 

fatal adj. 1 causing or ending in death (a fatal acei- 
dent). 2 destructive: ruinous; ending in disaster (eas 
Jatal to their chances, made a fatal mastake). 3 fateful. 
[from Latin favalis, related to 1\11.] 0 fatally ade. 


FASTIGIATE ©l [LIND 
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FAT 


Fat also known as adipose tissue 1s 
an Important component of all animal 
bodies. Most fat is stored just beneath 
the skin, although various internal 
organs, such as the kidneys, heart, and 
liver, are also protected by a surround- 
ing layer of fat. The purpose of fat is 
threefold: it is a highly concentrated 
reserve of energy; it acts as insulation 
against the loss of body heat; and it 
provides a buffer to absorb shock 

in areas of the body that expcrience 
frequent impact or pressure, such 

as the buttocks. 
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FAULT 


A fault is the result of a fracture in the 
Earth’s crust, in which different forces 
acting upon the rock layers on either 
side of the fracture cause movement 
between them. Different combinations 
of forces at work and angles of frac- 
ture (measured by the degree of 

dip and angle of hade) give rise to 

a series of fault descriptions. The 
principal types are shown here. 


TYPES OF FAULT 


a \ 


WRENCH FAULT REVERSE VAULT 


fatalism 7, 1 the belief that all events are predeter- 
mined and therefore inevitable. 2 a submissive 
attitude to events as being inevitable. 0 fatalist 7. 
fatalistic ad. fatalistically adz. 

fatality n. (p/. -ies) 1 a an occurrence of death by 
accident or in war etc. b a person killed in this way. 
2 a fatal influence. 3 a predestined liability to clisas- 
ter. [from Late Latin fatalitas, related to rart] 

fate en. 1 a power regarded as predetermining 
events unalterably: 2 a the future regarded as deter- 
mined by such a power. b an individual’s appointed 
lot. 3 death, destruction. 4 (usu. Fate) a goddess 
of clestiny. @ wir 1 (usu. in passwe) preordain (was 
fated to win). 2 (as fated adj.) doomed to destruction, 
[from Latin fatum “that which is spoken’ | 

fateful ad. 1 important, decisive; having far- 
reaching consequences. 2 controlled as if by fate. 
3 causing or likely to cause disaster. o fatefully adv. 

fat-head 7. collog. a stupid person.  fat-headed ad). 

fat hen n. the white goosefoot, Chenopodium album. 

father e 7. 1 aa man in relation to a child born 
from his fertilization of an ovum. b (in full adop- 
tive father) a man who has continuous care of a 
child, esp. by adopuon. 2 any male animal in rela- 
tion to its offspring. 3 (usu. in pl.) a forefather. 4 an 
originator or early leader. 5 a person who deserves 
special respect (the father of his country). 6 (Fathers 
or Fathers of the Church) early Christian 
theologians. 7 (also Father) a (often as a title or 
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Re VARIES, HORST 


form of address) a priest. b a religious leader. 
8 (the Father) (in Christian belief ) the first person 
of the Trinity. 9 (Father) a venerable person, esp. 
as a title in personifications (Father Time). 10 the old- 
est member or doyen (Father af the House). 11 (usu. in 
pl.) the leading men or elders in a city or state (city 
fathers). @ v.tr. 1 beget; be the father of. 2 behave as a 
father towards. 3 originate (a scheme etc.). 4 (foll. by 
on) assign the paternity of (a child, book) to a person. 
[Old Englsh| 5 fatherhood 7. fatherless adj. 

Father Christmas 71. = S\n14 CLAvs. 

father figure x. an older man who is respected like 
a father. i 

father-in-law 7. (#/. fathers-in-law) the father of 
one’s husband or wife. ‘ 

fatherland 7. one’s native country. 

fatherly adj. 1 like or-characteristic of a father in 
affection, care, etc. (fatherly concern). 2 of or proper 
to a father. . 

Father’s Day n. a day (usu. the third Sunday in 
June) established for a special tribute to fathers. 

fathom e 2. (//, often fathom when prec. by a 
number) a measure of six feet, esp. used in taking 
depth soundings. @ vir L grasp or comprehend 
(a problem or difficulty). 2 measure the depth of 
(water). [Old English fethm ‘outstretched arms’] 
oO fathomable adj. fathomless ad). 

fatigue e 7. 1 extreme tiredness. 2 weakness in 
materials, esp. metal, caused by repeated variations 
of stress. 3 a reduction in the efficiency of a muscle, 
organ, etc., after prolonged activity. 4 (in p/.) esp. 
.N. Amer. clothing of various types worn by military 
personnel (camouflage fatigues; combal fatigues). 5 archaic 
a a non-military duty m the army, often as a 
punishment. b (in full fatigue-party) a group of 
soldiers ordered to do such a duty. ¢ (in pl.) clothing 
worn for such a duty @ z./7, (fatigues, fatigued. 
fatiguing) cause faugue im; tire, exhaust. [from 
Latin fatigare ‘to tire out’] 

fatism var. of 1arrism. 


fatist var. of pariisi (see rArtisM). 

fatso n. (pl. -oes) slang ofjens. a {at person. [probably 
from rar or the designation Fats] 

fatstock nx. Bri. livestock fattened for slaughter. 

fatten vr, S ini. make or become fat. 

fattening adj. (of foods) easily causing an increase 
in weight. 

fattism 7, (also fatism) prejudice or discrimination 
against fat people. o fattist n. G ad. (also fatist). 

fatty e adj. (fattier, fattiest) 1 like fat; oily, greasy. 
2 consisting of or containing fat; adipose. 3 marked 
by abnormal deposition of fat. @ n. (pl. -ies) collog. 
a fat person. 0 fattiness 7. 


fatty acid 


fatty acid n. any of a class of organic compounds 
consisting of a hydrocarbon chain and a terminal 
carboxyl group. 

fatuous adj. vacantly silly; purposeless, idiotic. 
[from Latin fatuus ‘foolish’] 0 fatuity n. (p/. -ies). 
fatuously adv. fatuousness 7. 

fatwa n. (in Islamic countries) an authoritative 
ruling on a religious matter. [Arabic] 

faucet n. esp. US a tap. [from Old French fausset 
‘vent-peg’| 

fault e 7. 1 a defect or imperfection of character or 
of structure, appearance, etc. 2 a break in an elec- 
tric circuit. 3 a transgression, offence, or thing 
wrongly done. 4 a Tennis etc. a service of the ball 
not in accordance with the rules. b (in show- 
Jumping) a penalty for an error. 5 responsibility for 
wrongdoing, error, etc. (it will be your own faull). 6 a 
defect regarded as the cause of something wrong 
(the fault les in the teaching methods). 7 Geol. <4 an 
extended break in the continuity of strata. > rarrH- 
QUAKE, MOUNTAIN. @ v. 1 é find fault with; blame. 
2 tr declare to be faulty. 3, Geol. break the continu- 
ity of (strata). 4 inér. commit a fault. 5 intr. Geol. show 
a fault.c at fault guilty; to blame. find fault (often 
foll. by wzth) make an adverse criticism; complain. 
to a fault (usu. of a commendable quality etc.) 
excessively (generous to a fault). [based on Latin fallere 
‘to fail’ 

faultless adj. without fault; free from defect or 
error. 0 faultlessly adv. faultlessness n. 

faulty adj. (faultier, faultiest) having faults; 
imperfect. 

faun 7. ¥ one of a class of Latin rural deities with 
a human face and torso and a goat’s horns, legs, 

and tail. [from Latin 
Faunus, name idenutied 

with the Greek god Pan] 

fauna 7. (f/. faunas) 
1 the animal life of a 

region or geological period 
(cf. vLora). 2 a treatise on or list of 

this. [modern Latin, from the name 

of arural goddess, sister of Faunus: 
see rAuN] O faunal ad). 

faute de mieux /foht dé 
m7’yer/ adv. for want of a better 

alternative. [French| 

fauvism 7. A a style of painting 
with vivid use of colour. c fauv- 
ist n. [French fawe ‘wild beast’, 
applied to painters of the school 

of Mausse]| 

faux /foh/ adj. false, 
imitation (a faux fur hood) 
[French, literally ‘false’ 

faux pas /foh pah/ n. 
(pl. same) I a tactless 
mistake; a — blunder. 
2 a social indiscretion. 
[French, literally ‘false 
step | 

fave n. @ adj. slang= ravourire (esp. in show business). 

favour (US favor) en. 1 an aci of kindness (did if as 
a favour). 2 approval, goodwill; friendly regard 
(gained their favour; look with favour on). 3 partiality; too 
lenient or generous treatment. 4 aid, support (under 
favour of night). 5 a thing given or worn as a mark of 
favour or support, e.g, a badge or a knot of ribbons. 
@ wir 1 regard or treat with favour or partiality. 
2 give support or approval to; promote, prefer. 
3 a be to the advantage of (a person). b facilitate 
(a process etc.). 4 tend to confirm (an idea or 
theory). 5 (foll. by wzth) oblige (favour me ruth a reply). 
6 (as favoured adj.) having special advantages. 
7 collog. resemble in features. G in favour 1 meet- 
ing with approval. 2 (foll. by of) a in support 
of. b to the advantage of. out of favour lacking 
approval. [from Latin favor] 

favourable ad). (US favorable) 1 a well disposed; 
propitions. b approving. 2 giving consent (a_favour- 
able answer). 3 promising, auspicious (a favourabl 
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FAUVISM 


Fauvism was a short-lived but 
influential movement that de- 
veloped from post-Impressionism. 
Whereas painters before the 
fauvists had used colour primarily 
to imitate visual appearance, 
Henri Matisse, André Derain, 
and Maurice de Viaminck 

(the main exponents of fauvism) 
attempted to free colour from 

its representational purpose, and 
use it Instead as an expression 

of feeling. In this painting by 
Matisse, the green of the shadows 
in the interior and the red 

of the masts in the background 
are based not on observation 

but on emotional response to the 
moment. The fauvists’ approach 
to colour had a profound effect 


upon expressionism and the 
development of abstractionism. 
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aspect). 4 helpful, suitable. [from Latin favorabilis, 
related to mvour] O favourableness n. favour- 
ably adv. 

favourite (US favorite) e adj. preferred to all 
others (my favourite book). @ n. 1 a specially favoured 
or preferred person or thing. 2 Sport a competitor 
thought most likely to win. [from Italian favorito 
favoured’ 

favouritism 7. (US favoritism) the unfair favour- 


ing of one person or group at the expense of 


another. 

fawn'e 7. 1 a deer in its first year. 2 a light yellow- 
ish brown. @ adj. of a light yellowish-brown colour. 
@ wir (also absol.) (of a deer) bring forth (young) 
[based on Latin fetus ‘offspring | 

fawn? pinir. 1 (often foll. by on, upon) (of a person) 
behave servilely, show cringing affection. 2 (of an 
animal, esp. a dog) show extreme affection. [Old 
English] o fawning adj. fawningly adv 

fax en. 1 facsimile transmission (see racsimit. 2. 2) 
2 a a copy produced or message sent by this. 
b Wa machine for transmitting and receiving these 
@ 2/7 transmit in this way. 
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FAX MACHINE WITH INTERNAL 
MECHANISM REVEALED 


fay n. literary a fairy. [based on Latin fata ‘the Fates’] 

fayre sec rair?. 

faze vir (often as fazed adj.) collog. disconcert, 
disorientate. [Old English] 

FBA addr. Fellow of the British Academy. 

FBI adbz: (in the US) Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Fe symb. Chem. the element iron. [Latin ferrwm]| 

fealty n. (pi. -ies) 1 Aust. a a feudal tenant’s or 
vassal’s fidelity to a lord. b an acknowledgement 
of this. 2 allegiance. [from Latin fidelitas| 

fear @ 7. 1 a an unpleasant emotion caused by 
exposure to danger, expectation of pain, etc. b a 
state of alarm (be in fear). 2 a cause of fear (all fears 
removed ). 3 (often toll. by of ) dread or fearful respect 
(towards) ( fear of heights; fear of one’s elders). 4 anxiety 
for the satety of (i fear of their lives). 5 danger; hkeli- 
hood (of something unwelcome) (there is little fear of 
failure). @ v. 1 a tr teel fear about or towards. b mir. 
feel fear. 2 zntz, (foll. by for) feel anxiety about ( feared 
for my life). 3 tv. have uneasy expectation of (fear the 
worst). 4 tr (usu. foll. by that + clause) apprehend 
with fear or regret (J fear that you are wrong). 5 tr. 
a (foll. by éo+ infin.) hesitate. b (foll. by verbal noun) 
shrink from (he feared meeting his ex wnfé). 6 tr, show 
reverence towards. o for fear of (or that) to avoid 
the risk of (or that). never fear there is no danger 
of that. no fear Bri. collog. expressing strong denial 
or refusal. without fear or favour impartially. 
{Old English] 

fearful adj. 1 (usu. foll. by of, or that+ clause) afraid. 
2 awful. 3 collog. extremely unwelcome or unpleas- 
ant (a fearful row’). D fearfully adz. fearfulness n. 

fearless adj. 1 courageous, brave. 2 (foll. by of) 
without fear. d fearlessly ad. fearlessness 7. 

fearsome adj. appalling or frightening. o fear- 
somely adi. fearsomeness 7. 

feasible adj. 1 practicable, possible. 2 disp. likely, 
probable (¢ as feaszble that it will rain). [based on Latin 
facere ‘to do, make’| 0 feasibility 7. feasibly ad 


a Usage The use of feasible in sense 2 to mean 
‘possible’ or ‘probable’ in the sense ‘likely’ is 
considered incorrect by many people. Possible o1 
probable should be used instead. 


FEATHER 


Essential for insulation and flight, feathers 
grow from birds’ outer skin and are made 
up of tiny hollow fibres. ‘The sleek 
outer wing feathers, and a small 

group of feathers called the alula, 

are shaped to maximize lift. Inner 
wing feathers (the main and lesser 
coverts) provide overall contouring, 
Fluffy down feathers insulate the body 
from cold and heat. ‘Tail feathers are 
used to steer a course and aid balance: 
sometimes they are also used to attract 
a mate. The colour of feathers often 
either as 
camouflage or for a courtship display. 
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feast e 7. 1 a large or sumptuous meal. 2 a eratifi- 
cation to the senses or mind. 3 a religious celebra- 
tion. @ v. 1 inix partake of a feast; eat and drink 
sumptuously. 2 / regale. o feast one’s eyes on 
take pleasure in beholding. [based on Latin festus 
‘joyous’|  feaster z. 

feast of Tabernacles n. = Succorn. 

feat n. a noteworthy act or achievement. [from Old 
French fait, fet, related to rac] 

feather e n. 1 < any of the appendages growing 
from a bird’s skin, with a horny hollow stem and 
fine strands. 2 one or more of these as decoration 
etc. 3 (collect.) a plumage. b game birds. e wir. 
1 cover or line with feathers. 2 Rowing turn (an oar) 
so that it passes through the air edgeways. 3 Aeron. 
& Naut. cause (blades) to rotate in such a way as to 
lessen the air or water resistance. 0 a feather in 
one’s cap an achievement to one’s credit. feather 
one’s nest enrich oneself. in fine (or high) 
feather in good spirits. [Old English] 0 feathered 
adj. (also in comb). featheriness n. featherless 
adj. feathery adj. 

feather bed e 7. a bed with a mattress stuffed 
with feathers. e wir (feather-bed) (-bedded, 
-bedding) provide with (esp. financial) advantages. 

feather-bedding 7. making or being made com- 
fortable by favourable economic treatment. 

feather-brain 7. (also feather-head) a silly or 
absent-minded person. a feather-brained adj. 
(also feather-headed). 

feathering 7. 1 bird’s plumage. 2 the feathers of an 
arrow. 3 a feather-like structure in an animal’s coat. 
4 Archit. cusps in tracery. 

featherweight n. 1 a a weight in certain sports 
intermediate between bantamweight and hght- 
weight. b a boxer etc. of this weight. 2 a very light 
person or thing. 3 (usu. a/i7zb.) an unimportant thing. 

feature e 7. 1 a distinctive or characteristic part of 
a thing. 2 (usu. in /.) a distinctive part of the face. 
3 a distinctive or regular article in a newspaper or 
magazine. 4 a (in full feature film) a full-length 
film intended as the main item in a cinema pro- 
gramme. b (in full feature programme) a broad- 
cast devoted to a particular topic. @ v. 1 & make a 
special display or attraction of; give special prom- 
inence to. 2 & @ intr, have as or be an important 
actor, participant, or topic in a film, broadcast, etc. 
3 intr. be a feature. [from Latin factura ‘formation’ 
o featured adj. (also in comb). featureless ad). 

Feb. abbr. February. 

febrifuge /feb-ri-fewj/ n. a medicine or treatment 
that reduces fever; a cooling drink. {based on Latin 
Jebris ‘fever’ | 

febrile /fee-bryl/ adj. of or relating to fever; fever- 
ish. [based on Latin febris ‘fever’] 0 febrility n. 

February n. (//. -ies) the second month of the year. 
[based on Latin februa, name of a purification feast 
held in this month] 

feces US var. of mucus. 

feckless adj. 1 feeble, ineffective. 2 unthinking, irre- 
sponsible ( feckless gaiety). [Scots feck from eéffeck, vari- 
ant of rrrecr] 0 fecklessly adv. fecklessness 7. 

fecund adj. 1 prolific, fertile. 2 fertilizing. [from 
Latin _fecundus] o fecundity n. 

fecundate 2/7 1 make fruitful. 2 = reriiuize 2. 

0 fecundation 7. 

fed pusi and past part. of xn. 

federal adj. 1 of a system of government in which 
several states form a unity but remain independent 
in internal affairs. 2 relating to or affecting such a 
federation. 3 of or relating to the central govern- 
ment (federal laws). 4 (also Federal) favouring 
centralized government. 5 (Federal) US of the 
Northern States in the Civil War. [based on Latin 
foedus -ers ‘league, covenant’] 0 federalism 1. 
federalist ». federalize vir (also -ise) federal- 
ization n. federally adv. 

federate e@ v.17, & init. organize or be organized on 
a federal basis. @ adj. having a federal organization. 
o federative a7. 


federation 7. 1 a federal group of states. 2 a feder- 
ated society or group. 3 the act or an instance of 
federating, 

fedora /fi-dor-a/ n. a low soft felt hat with a crown 
creased lengthways. [from Fédora, title of a drama 
by V. Sardou| 

fed up aaj. (also fed to death) (often foll. by with: 
hyphenated when aiffrib.) discontented or bored, 
esp. from a surfeit of something (am fed up with the 
rain; fed-up commuters). 

fee n. 1 a payment made to a professional person 
or to a professional or public body in exchange 
for advice or services. 2 money paid as part of a 
special transaction, for a privilege, admission to a 
society, etc. (enrolment fee). 3 (in pl.) money regularly 
paid for continuing services. 4 Law an inherited 
estate, unlimited (fee simple) or limited (fee tail) 
as to the category of heir. [from medieval Latin 
Jeodum, feudum| 

feeble «adj. (feebler, feeblest) 1 weak, infirm. 
2 lacking energy, force, or effectiveness. 3 dim, 
indistinct. 4 deficient in characier or intelligence. 
[from Latin flebilts ‘lamentable’| 0 feebleness n. 
feebly adv. 

feeble-minded adj. 1 unintelligent. 2 mentally 
deficient. G feeble-mindedly adi. feeble-mind- 
edness 1. 

feed @ w (past and past part. fed) 1 tr a supply with 
food. b put food into the mouth of. 2 f% a give as 
food, esp. to animals. b graze (cattle). 3 t% serve as 
food for. 4 inéx (usu. foll. by on) take food; eat. 5 
nourish; make grow, 6 a / maintain supply of raw 
material, fuel, etc., to (a fire, machine, etc.). b ¢ 
(foll. by into) supply (material) to a machine etc. 
c intr. (of a river etc.) flow into another body of 
water. d / insert further coins into (a meter) to 
continue its function, validity, etc. 7 inér (foll. by on) 
a be nourished by. b derive benefit from. 8 fz use 
(land) as pasture. 9 tr. Thealr. slang supply (an actor 
etc.) with cues. 10 ¢& Sport send passes to (a player) 
in a ball game. 11 f provide (advice, information, 
etc.) to. @ n. 1 an amount of food, esp. for animals 
or Brit, infants. 2 the act or an instance of feeding; 
the giving of food. 3 collog. a meal. 4 pasturage; 
green crops. 5 a a supply of raw material to a 
machine etc. b the provision of this or a device for 
it. 6 the charge of a gun. 7 Theatr slang an actor 
who supplies another with cues. 0 feed back 
produce feedback. feed up 1 fatten. 2 satiate 
(cf. ren ur). [Old English] 

feedback 7. 1 information about the result of an 
experiment etc.; response. 2 Electronics a the return 
of a fraction of the output signal from one stage of 
a circuit, amplifier, etc., to the input of the same or 
a preceding stage. b a signal so returned. 3 Biol. etc. 
the modification or control of a process or system 
by its results or effects. 

feeder 7. 1 a person or thing that feeds. 2 a person 
who eats in a specified manner. 3 Brit. a feeding 
bottle. 4 Bri. a bib. 5 a tributary stream. 6 a branch 
road, railway line, etc., linking outlying districts 
with a main communication system. 7 Electr a 
main carrying electricity to a distribution point. 8 a 
fecding apparatus in a machine. 

feeding bottle 7. Bri/. a boitle with a teat for feed- 
ing infants. 

feedstuff n. fodder. 

feel @ wv: (past and past part. felt) 1 &% a examine or 
search by touch. b (absol.) have the sensation of 
touch (was unable to feel). 2 tr. perceive or ascertain 
by touch (could feel the warmth; fell that il was cold). 3 tr. 
a undergo, experience (shall feel my anger). b exhibit 
or be conscious of (an emotion, sensation, convic- 
tion, etc.). 4 a intr have a specified feeling or reac- 
tion (fell strongly about il). b i be emotionally 
affected by (felt the rebuke deeply). 5 tr. (foll. by that + 
clause) have a vague or unreasoned impression (/ 
feel that Iam right). 6 tr. consider, think (J feel il useful 
to go). 7 intr. seem (the air feels chilly). 8 intr. be 
consciously; consider oneself (/ feel happy; do not feel 
well). 9 intr. a (foll. by with) Brit, have sympathy with. 


fell 


b (foll. by for) have pity or compassion for. 10 t 
(often foll. by up) slang fondle clumsily for sexual 
gratification. en. I the act or an instance of feeling; 
testing by touch. 2 the sensation characterizing a 
material, situation, etc. 3 the sense of touch. o feel 
like have a wish for; be inclined towards. feel 
oneself be fit or confident ctc. feel out invesugate 
cautiously. feel strange see srrance. feel up to be 
reacly to face or deal with. feel one’s way proceed 
carefully; act cautiously. get the feel of become 
accustomed to using. make one’s influence (or 
presence etc.) felt assert one’s influence; make 
others aware of one’s presence etc. [Old English] 

feeler n. 1 an organ in certain animals for touching 
or searching for food. 2 a tentative proposal { put out 
feelers). 3. a person or thing that feels. 

feel-good aitrib.adj. that creates a feeling of well- 
being in people (a feel-good film). 

feeling e 7. 1 a the capacity to feel; a sense of touch 
(lost all feeling in his arm). b a physical sensation. 
2 a a particular emotional reaction (a feeling of 
despair). b (in pl.) emotional susceptibilities (hurt my 
feelings, had strong feelings about it). 3 a particular sensi- 
tivity (had a feeling for literature). 4 a an opinion or 
notion, esp. a vague or irrational one (had a feeling 
she would be there). b vague awareness (had a feeling 
of safety). c sentiment (the general feeling was against it). 
5 readiness to feel sympathy or compassion. 6 a the 
general emotional response produced by a work of 
art, piece of music, etc. b emotional commitment 
or sensibility in artistic execution ( played with feeling). 
e@ adj. 1 sensitive, sympathetic. 2 showing emotion 
or sensitivity. Oo feelingless adj. feelangly adv. 

feet p/. of voor. 

feign /fayn/ v. 1 # simulate; pretend to be affected 
by { feign madness). 2 int, indulge in pretence. [from 
Latin fingere ‘to mould, contrive’| 

feint' /faynt/ e n. 1 a sham attack or blow etc. 
2 pretence. @ v.7t, make a feint. [from French feinte 
(ferm.) ‘feigned’ ] 

feint? /faynt/ adj. esp. Printing designating faint 
lines ruled on paper as a guide for handwriting. 
{from Old French, literally ‘feigned’] 

feisty /fys-ti/ ad. (feistier, feistiest) NM Amer. 
collog. 1 aggressive, spirited, exuberant. 2 touchy. 
[from obsolete fest ‘small dog] a feistily adv. 
feistiness 1. 

felafel /{el-ah-{€l/ x. (also falafel) a spicy Middle 
Eastern dish of fried rissoles made from mashed 
chickpeas or beans. [from Arabic /ala/i/| 

feldspar 7. (also felspar) Mineral. ¥ any of a group 
of aluminosilicates of potassium, sodium, 

or calcium. > accrecare. [from 
German Feldspat, -spath, 
literally ‘field spar’) 
oO feldspathic ad). 
feldspathoid 
adj. 


amphibole 


crystals 


white feldspar 


FELDSPAR crystals 


felicitate vf, congratulate. [based on Latin féliciia- 
tus ‘made happy’ 0 felicitation z. (usu. in f/.). 

felicitous adj. strikingly apt; pleasantly ingenious. 

felicitously adv. 

felicity 1. (p/. -ies) 1 intense happiness. 2 a cause of 
happiness. 3 a a capacity for apt expression. b a 
well-chosen phrase. [from Latin felicitas ‘happiness’ | 

feline e adj. 1 of or relating to the cat family. 
2 catlike. @ 7. an animal of the cat family Felidae. 
{from Latin /elinus] 0 felinity n. 

fell! pas! of rau v. 

fell? af, 1 cut down (esp. a trec), 2 strike or knock 
down (a person or animal). 3 stitch down (the edge 
ol a seam) to he flat. [Old English] o feller 1 


fell 


fell? n. .\Engl. 1 a hill. 2 a stretch of hills or moor- 
land. [from Old Norse] 

fell* adj. poet. or literary 1 fierce, ruthless. 2 terrible, 
destructive. 0 at (or in) one fell swoop in a single 
action. [from Old French, related to Fevon] 

fell® n. an animal’s hide or skin with its hair. 

fellatio /fi-lay-shee-oh/ 7. oral stimulation of the 
penis. {based on Latin /ellare ‘to suck’| o fellate v.07. 

feller n. collog. = retiow 1, 2 (see also reir). 

fellow x. 1 collog. a man or boy ( poor fellow!; my dear 
fellow). 2 derog a person regarded with contempt. 
3 (usu. in pl.) a comrade (were separated from their 
fellows). 4 a counterpart; the other of a pair. 5 an 
equal; one of the same class. 6 a contemporary. 
7 a Bni. an incorporated senior member of a 
college. b an elected graduate receiving a stipend 
for a period of research. c a member of the govern- 
ing body in some universities. 8 a member of a 
learned society. 9 (attrib) belonging to the same 
class or activity ( fellow soldier). [based on Old Norse, 
originally one who laid out money in a partner- 
ship] 

fellow feeling 1. sympathy from common experi- 
ence. 

fellowship n. 1 companionship, friendliness. 2 par- 
ticipation, sharing; community of interest. 3 a 
bedy of associates. 4 a brotherhood or fraternity. 
5 the status or emoluments of a fellow of a college 
or society, 

fellow-traveller n. 1 a person who travels with 
another. 2 a sympathizer with the Communist 
Party. 

felon 7. a person who has committed a felony. [from 
medieval Latin fe/o -onzs] 

felonious adj. 1 criminal. 2 Law a of or involving 
felony. b who has committed felony. o feloniously 
adi. 

felony 2. (//. -ies) a serious crume. 

felspar var. of FELpsrar. 

felt! @ 7. 1 a kind of cloth made by rolling and 
pressing wool etc., or by weaving and shrinking it. 
2 a similar material made from other fibres. @ 7. 
1 ¢r, make into felt; mat together. 2 7: cover with felt. 
3 intr. become matted. [Old English] 0 felty ad). 

felt? past and past part. of rrEL. 

felt-tip pen 7. (also felt-tipped pen, felt tip) a 
pen with a writing point made of felt or fibre. 

felucca n. a small Mediterranean coasting vessel 
with oars or lateen sails or both. [from Arabic] 

female e adj. 1 of the sex that can bear offspring 
or produce eggs. 2 (of plants or their parts) fruit- 
bearing. 3 of or consisting of women or female 
animals or female plants. 4 (of a screw, socket, etc.) 
hollow to receive a corresponding inserted part. 
n. a female person, animal, or plant. [from Latin 
femella| a femaleness n. 


FENCING 

The sport of fencing developed from 
traditional swordsmanship, and was 
one of the events included in the 


first modern Olympic Games in i= 
1896. Competition bouts take o 
place within a restricted area ~— 
I+ m (46 ft) long by 2 m (6 ft) ‘J 
wide, using three types of 6 


regulation-length sword: the sabre, 

the foil, and the épée. Points are 
awarded for hits to specific target 

areas on the body. In the modern 
sport, these are registerecl | 
electronically. Protective jackets, 

masks, and gloves arc essential 

for the competitors’ safety. a: 


connection 
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! electronic 
monitor 
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female condom see coxpom. 
feminine e@ adj. 1 of or characteristic of women. 
2 having qualities associated with women. 
3 womanly, effemimate. 4 Gram. of or denoting the 
gender proper to words or grammatical forms clas- 
sified as female. @ x. Gram. a feminine gender or 
word. {based on Latin femina ‘woman’| 0 femi- 
ninely adv. feminineness 7. femininity 7. 
feminism 7. the advocacy of women’s rights on the 
ground of the equality of the sexes. a feminist n. 
feminity 7. = vemininiry (sce FEMININE). 
feminize 7.t, G inir. (also -ise) make or become 
feminine or female. 0 feminization n. 
femme fatale /fam fa-tahl/ n. (p/. femmes 
fatales pronunc. same) a seductively attractive 
woman. [French, literally ‘deadly woman’ ] 
femto- comb. form denoting a 
factor of 10°" ( femtometre). 
femur /fee-mer/ 7. (pi. fe- 
murs or femora /fem-6- 
ra/) Anat. < the thigh bone, the 
thick bone between the hip 
and the knee, & Hip jomn1, SKELE- 
rox. [Latin, literally ‘thigh’] 
a femoral ad). 
fen n. 1 a low marshy area 
of land. 2 (the Fens) flat low- 
lying areas m and around 
Cambridgeshire. [Old English] 
fence e 7. 1 a barrier or rail- 
ing or other upright struc- 
ture enclosing an area of 
ground, esp. to prevent 
or control access. 2 a 
large upright obstacle 
in steeplechasng or 
showjumping, > sHow- 
wpwc. 3 slang a 
receiver of stolen 
goods. 4a guard 
or guide in 
machinery. @ 2. 1 ¢ surround 
with or as with a fence. 2 fra 
(foll. by im, off) enclose or 
separate with or as with a 
fence. b (foll. by up) seal with 
or as with a fence. 3 é: (foll. by 
from, against) screen, shield, 
protect. 4 ¢ (foll. by out) ex- 
clude with or as with a fence. 5 ¢r (also absol.) slang 
deal in (stolen goods). 6 int. practise the sport of 
fencing. 7 intr (foll. by zzth) evade answering (a 
person or question). 8 if (of a horse etc.) leap 
fences. O sit on the fence remain neutral or unde- 
cided in a dispute etc. [Middle English from pevtxci] 
0 fencer n. 
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FERMENTATION 


Food and drinks such as 
bread, soy sauce, beer, andl 4 
wine are produced by the 
process of fermentation. 
Yeasts are used as bio- 
logical catalysts to break : 
down starch or sugar in 
the ingredients to pro- 


airlock 


FENESTRATION: TIERED FENESTRA- 
TION IN A GERMAN TOWN HOUSE 


CF 
—> 


duce carbon dioxide 
and ethanol. Carbon 
dioxide makes bread 
rise while ethanol 
forms part of beer 
and wine. 


=. demijohn 


fermenting mixture 
of grape juice, 
sugar, and yeast 


PERMENTATION 
OLWINE: 


fencing 7. I a set or extent of fences. 2 material for 
making fences. 3 ¥ the art or sport of swordplay. 
fend 7. 1 iniz. (foll. by for) look after (esp. oneself). 
2 tr (usu. foll. by off ) ward off. [from perrxp] 
fender ». 1 a low frame bordering a fireplace. 
2 Naut. padding protecting a ship against 
impact. 3..\. Amer a vehicle’s bumper. 
fenestration 7. 1 Archii. < the arrange- 
ment of windows in a building. 2 Surgery 
an operation in which a new opening 
is formed, esp. in the bony labyrinth 
of thesinner ear, as a form of treat- 
ment in some cases of deafness. 
[based on Latin fenestra ‘win- 
dow’] 
feng shui n. (in Chinese 
thought) a system of good 
«and evil influences in the 
natural surroundings, con- 


sidered when siting and 
designing buildings etc. 


(Chinese, from _feng ‘wind’ + 

vhur water | 

fennec n. ¥ a small fox, Jilpes zerda, native to 
N. Africa and Arabia, haying large poimted ears. 
[from Arabic fanak] 

fennel 7. 1 a_yellow- 
flowered herb, Foenicu- 
lum vulgare, with fra- 
grant seeds and fine 
leaves used as fla- 
vourngs. (> HERB. 
2 the seeds of this. 
3 «in full Flor- 
ence or sweet 
fennel) a var- 
iety of this with 
swollen leal-bases 
eaten as a vegetable. 
[based on Latin fenwn *hay’| 

fenugreek 7. 1 a leguminous 
plant, Trigonella foenum-graecum, with aromatic seeds. 
2 these seeds used as flavouring, esp. ground and 
used in curry powder. [from Latin fenum graecum 
“Greek hay’] 

feral adj. 1 (esp. of an animal or animal population) 
in a wild state after escape from captivity or domes- 
tication. 2 savage, brutal. 3 untamed, uncultivated. 
[from Latin ferus ‘wild’] 

ferment e 7. /fer-ment/ 1 agitation, excitement, 
tumult. 2 a fermenting, fermentation. b a ferment- 
ing agent. @ z. /fer-ment/ 1 intr & t# undergo or 
subject to fermentation. 2 intr @ tr effervesce or 


FENNEC 
(Vulpes zerda) 


fermentation 


cause to effervesce. 3 i excite; stir up. [from Latin 

Jermentum| 0 fermentable adj, fermenter . 

fermentation 7. 1 < the breakdown of a substance 
by micro-organisms, such as yeasts and bacteria, esp. 
of sugar to ethyl alcohol in making beers, wines, and 
spirits, 2 agitation, excitement. 0 fermentative ad). 

fermion n. Physics a subatomic particle, such as a 
nucleon, which has a spin of a half integer. [pamed 
after Enrico Fermi, Italian physicist, 1901 -54] 

fermium 2. Chem. an artificially produced trans- 
uranic radioactive metallic element. [named after 
Enrico Fermi, Italian physicist, 1901 54} 

fern 7. (//. same or ferns) » any flowerless plant of 
the order Filicopsida, usu. having feathery fronds. 
[Old English] o fernery 7. (pi. -ies). ferny adj. 

ferocious adj. fierce, savage; wildly cruel. [from Latin 
Jerox -ocis| 0 ferociously adv. ferociousness 7. 

ferocity 7. (pl. -ies) 1 ferocious nature; the state of 
being ferocious. 2 a ferocious act. 

-ferous comb. form (usu. -iferous) forming adjectives 
with the sense ‘bearing’, ‘having’ (auriferous; odor- 
iferous). [based on Latin ferre ‘to bear’ 0 -ferously 
comb. form forming adverbs. -ferousness comb. form 
formmg nouns. 

ferrate n. Chem. a salt in which the anion contains 
both iron (esp. in the trivalent form) and oxygen. 
[based on Latin ferrum ‘iron’| 

ferrel var. of reRRuie. 

ferret e 7. a small polecat, Mustela putorius furo, used it 
catching rabbits, rats, ctc. @ v. (ferreted, ferreting) 
1 wnt hunt with ferrets. 2 mdz rummage; search 
about. 3 @ a clear out (holes or an area of ground) 
with ferrets. b take or drive away (rabbits etc.) with 
ferrets. 4 ix (foll. by oud) search out (secrets etc.). 
{based on Latin fur ‘thief”] o ferreter n. ferrety ad). 

ferric adj. 1 of tron. 2 Chem. 
containing iron in a trivalent form 
(cf. rmrrous adj. 2). 

Ferris wheel 7. » a fairground ride 
consisting of a giant revolving verti- 
cal wheel with passenger cars sus- 
pended on its outer edge. {named 
after G. W. G. Ferns, American engi- 
neer, 1859 96] 

ferrite n. Chem. 1 a salt in which the 
anion contains both divalent iron 
and oxygen. 2 an allotrope of pure 
iron occurring in low-carbon stecl. 

ferro- comb. form Chem. 1 iron, esp. in 
ferrous compounds ( ferrocyanide). 
2 (of alloys) containing iron ( fer7o- 
manganese). [from Latin ferrum ‘iron’ | 

ferroconcrete e 7. concrete reinforced with steel. 
@ ad. made of remforced concrete, 

ferroelectric Physics @ adj. exhibiting permanent 
electric polarization which varies in strength with 
the applied electric field. @ x. a ferroclectri 
substance. 0 ferroelectricity 7. 

ferromagnetism 7. Physics persistent 
magnetism of the kind possessed by iron. 0 ferro- 
magnetic ad). 

ferrous adj. 1 containing iron. 2 Chem. containing 
iron in a divalent form (cf. rereic adj. 2). [based on 
Latin ferrum ‘iron’ | 

ferrule . (also ferrel) a ring or cap strengthening 
the end of a stick or tube. [from Latin vrola ‘litde 
bracelet’, assimilated to ferrum ‘iron’| 

ferry @ 7. (pl. -ies) 1 ¥ a boat or aircraft etc. for 

conveying passengers and goods as a regular 

service. 2 the service itself or the place where it 


strong, 


goods vehicle 


car dech 
fuk 


FERRY: MODERN CARGO AND PASSENGER FERRY 


FERRIS WHEEL 


FERN 


into the air. The shed spores develop 
into gametophytes — simplified plants 


pinnule 


SECTION THROUGH A MATURE SORUS 


A mature fern plant, or sporophyte, typically has 
divided fronds. Reproductive structures (sori) form 
on the fronds’ undersides and liberate spores 


that produce male and female cells. Following 
fertilization, these give rise to new sporophytes. 


_- placenta 


immature 
indusium = sorus (group JSrond 
of sporangia) EXTERNAL ie 
sporangium FEATURES OF 


fetish 


pinnule (leaflet 


/ of pinna) 
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A MALE FERN 
(Dryopterts filix-mas) 


operates. @ v.tr (-ies, -ied) 1 convey in a boat etc. 
across water, 2 transport from one place to another, 
esp. as a regular service. [from Old Norse jerja] 
do ferryman 7. (pi. -men),. 

fertile adj, 1 a (of soil) producing abundant vegetation 
or crops. b fruitful. 2 a (of a seed, egg, etc.) capable 
of becoming a new individual. b (of animals and 
plants) able to conceive young or produce fruit. 
3 (of the mind) inventive. 4 (of nuclear material) 
able to become fissile by the capture of neutrons. 
[from Latin ferti/is] 0 fertility n. 

fertilization 7. (also -isation) 1 Bio/. the fusion of 
male and female gametes during sexual reproduc- 
tion to form a zygote. 2 a ¥ the act or an instance 
of fertilizing. b the process 
of being fertilized. 

fertilize ui, (also -ise) 
1 make (soi etc.) fertile or 
productive. 2 cause (an egg, 
female animal, or plant) to 
develop a new individual 
by introducing male repro- 
ductive material. 

fertilizer 7. (also -iser) a 
chemical or natural sub- 
stance added to soil to 
make it more fertile, 

fervent ad. ardent, impas- 
sioned, intense. [from Latin 
Jervent- ‘boiling’] a fer- 
vency 7. fervently adv. 

fervid ad. ardent, intense. 0 fervidly ado. 

fervour 2. (l/S fervor) vehemence, passion, zeal. 
[Middle English, related to reavenr] 

fescue 7. any finc-leaved grass of the genus Festuca, 
valuable for pasture and fodder. [from Latin /estuca 
‘stalk, straw’ | 

festal «dj. 1 joyous, merry. 2 of a feast. 0 festally ade. 


fester v1 , G ini, make or become septic. 2 intr 
cause continuing annoyance. 3 iin rot, stagnate. 
[based on Latin fistula ‘pipe, canal’ 
festival 7. (also aft.) 1a day or period of celebra- 
tion. 2 a concentrated series of concerts, plays, etec., 
held regularly in a town etc. [related to ras] 
festival of lights 7. 1 = Hanuxkan. 2 = Dima. 
festive adj. 1 of or characieristic of a festival. 
2 cheerful, joyous, celebratory. [based on Latin 
Jestum ‘teast’| 0 festively adv. festiveness n. 
festivity n. (pl. -ies) 1 gaicty, re- 
joicing. 2 a a festive celebration. 
b (in pl.) festive proceedings. 
festoon @ 7. 1 a chain of 
flowers, ribbons. 
etc., hung in a curve asa 
decoration. 2 a carved o1 
moulded ornament repre- 
senting this. > 
SHAKO. @ v.é% (often foll. by 
with) adorn with or form 


leaves, 


FAGADL., 


passenger © hie thints. 


lounge 


into festoons; decorate elaborately. [from Italian 
festone ‘festal ornament’] o festoonery 7. 

Festschrift 7. (also festschrift) (p/. -schriften or 
-schrifts) a collection of writings published in 
honour of a scholar. [German, literally ‘celebra- 
tion writing’ | 

feta /fet-a/ n. (also fetta) a white ewe’s-milk or 
goat’s-milk cheese made esp. in Greece. > CHEESE. 
[modern Greek] 

fetch © w/z 1 go for and bring back {a person or 
thing) ( fetch a doctor). 2 cause to come (the thought of 
food fetched him). 3 cause (blood, tears, a sigh) to 
come out. 4 draw (breath). 5 collog. give (a blow, 
slap, etc.) (usu. with recipient stated: fetched him a slap 
on the face). 6 be sold for; realize (a price) (fetched 
£10). en. an act of fetching, o fetch and carry 
run backwards and forwards with things, be a mere 
servant. fetch up 1 arrive, come to rest. 2 Bri. 
vomit. [Old English] 

fetching aq). attractive. Oo fetchingly adv. 

féte /fayt/ en. 1 Brit. an outdoor function with the 
sale of goods, amusements, etc., esp. to raise funds 
for a charity or cause. 2 a festival. @ vf. honour or 
entertain lavishly. [French| 

fetid adj. (also foetid) stinking. [from Latin _/erdus| 
O fetidly adv. fetidness ni. 

fetish n. 1 Psychol. a thing abnormally stimulating or 
attracting sexual desire. 2 a an object worshipped 
by primitive peoples. b a thing evoking irrational 
devotion or respect. [based on Latin factitius ‘facti- 
tious’| O fetishism n, fetishist 7. fetishistic adj. 


7 
FERTILIZATION 


| Human fertilization begins when a sperm 
penetrates the corona radiata surrounding 
the ovum. A chemical change is then 
triggered, preventing the entry of other 
sperms. The sperm’s flagellum is dis- 
carded, while its head, containing the 
nucleus and genetic material, continues 
towards the centre of the ovum. 


corona 
radiata 


nucleus 
of ovum 


avum 


Wah ns Ns 
IETS 


HUALAN SPERM ENTERING PHE 


S— sperm head 
Sy 


S — flagellum 


OVUM 


fetlock 


fetlock 7. < the part of a horse’s Ieg 
between the cannonbone and the 
pastern, where a tuft of hair often 
vrows. & Horst. [related to German 
Fessel “fetlock’| 
fetor 7. a stench. [Latin (as rrriv)| 
fetta var. of rer. 
fetter @ 7. 1 > a shackle 
for holding a prisoner 
» _ by the ankles. 2 (in p/) 
captvity. 3 a restraint. 
e@ utr 1 put into letters. 
2 restrict, impede. 
[Old English] 
fettle ». condition 
or trim (11 fine fettle). 
[Old English] 
fettuccine /{ct-oo-chee-ni/ n. ‘also fettucini 
pasta made in ribbons. [Itahan, literally ‘little 
ribbons’ 
fetus US & Med. var. of torts. 
feu /few/ Sc.e@ x. 1a perpetual lease at a fixed rent. 
2 a piece of land so held. e@ utx (feus. feued. 
feuing) grant (land) on feu. [from Old French, 
variant of fee “fief "| 
feud ex. 1 a state of prolonged mutual hosulity, esp. 
between two families, tribes, etc. 2 a prolonged or 
bitter quarrel or dispute. @ cit, conduct a feud. 
[from Old French, related to ro] o feudist n. US. 
feudal adj. of, according to, or resembling the 
feudal system. 0 feudalism 1. feudalistic aaj. 
feudal system 1. /1is/. the social system in medieval 
Europe whereby a vassal held land from a superior 
in exchange for allegiance and service. 
fever @e 7. 1 a an abnormally high body temp- 
erature, often with delirium etc. b a discase charac- 
terized by this (scarlet fever: typhoid fever:. 2 nervous 
excitement, agitation. @ v./n (esp. as fevered ad)., 
affect with fever or excitement. [from Latin /ebris| 


cannon- 
bone 


Jetlock 


pastern 


FETLOCK 


feverfew 1». an aromatic bushy plant, Zanacetwn 
parthenium (daisy family), with feath- 


ery leaves and white daisy-like o 
flowers. [based on Latin /ebris “ ad 
Jusare to put fever to thght’| oe es 
feverish ad. 1 having the SS We " 
symptoms of a fever. 2 excit- @ . 


ed, fitful, restless. 0 feverishly \ 
adi. feverishness 7. feverous 
ad). 
fever pitch x, a state of extreme 
excitement. 
few @ ad. & det. 1 not many (fee people 
came). 2 yprec. by a) a small number of 
fere sood restaurants). @ pron. (treated as pl.) 
1 .prec. by a) some but not many (a fer of 
Ais friends were thee. 2 a small number, not 
many (many are called but feu are choven). 
3 prec. by fhe a the minority. b the elect 
Devery few once in every small group 
of (every few day. few and far be- 
tween scarce. no fewer than as many 
as (a specified number). [Old English} 


mw Usage Sec Usage Note at iss 


fey /layv/ adj. 1 a strange, other-worldly: whimsical, 

b clairwoyant. 2 Sv. fated to dic soon. [Old English] 
do feyly adv. feyness n. 

fez n. (pl. fezzes, < a [lat- 
topped conical red cap with a 
tassel, worn by men im some 
Muslim) countries. [Turkish| 
o fezzed wc). 

fF ahhr \fw, fortissuno, 

ff. abbr. 1 following pages etc. 
2 tohhos 

fiancé /{0c-ahn-say/ n. 1 fem, 

fiancée = pronunc. same 

person to whom anothes 


IS eneaved to he 


ried. [French| 


Midi 


Jat yA 


ry] 
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fiasco 7. (fl. -os) a ludicrous or humiliating failure 
or breakdown. [Italian, literally ‘bottle’ (with unex- 
plained allusion)| 
fiat /fy-at/ n. 1 an‘ authorization. 2 a decree. 
[Latin, literally ‘let it be done’] 
fib e 7. a trivial or venial lic. @ winiz (fibbed, 
fibbing) tcll a fib. 0 fibber z. 
fiber US var. of iner. 
fiberboard US var. of rr- 
BOARD, 
fiberglass US var, of tprictass. 
Fibonacci series /fib-6n-ah- 
chi/ n. Math. a series of numbers 
in which each number (Fibo- 
nacci number) is the sum of 
the two preceding numbers, esp. 
1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, etc. [named after 
L. Fibonace?, Italian mathematician] 
fibre 7. (US fiber) 1 any of the threads or filaments 
fornung animal or vegetable tissue and textile sub- 
stances. 2 a piece of glass in the form of a thread. 
3 aa substance formed of fibres. b a substance 
that can be spun, woven, or felted. 4 the structure 
or character of something (lacks moral fibre). 
3 roughage in food. [from Latin féra| 0 fibred ad). 
(also in comb.). fibreless ad). fibriform ad). 
fibreboard 7. |( ‘ fiberboard) a building material 
made of wood or other plant fibres 
compressed into boards. 
fibreglass n. (('S fiberglass) 
1 a textile fabric made from 
woven glass fibres. 2 ® a plastic 
reinforced by glass fibres. 
fibre optics 7. (treated as sing) the 
use of thin flexible fibres of glass 
or other transparent solids to trans- 
mit light signals, e.g. for telecom- 
munications or internal inspection of 
the body. o fibre-optic ad). 
fibril /fy-bril/ n. 1 a small fibre. 2 a 
subdivision of a fibre. [from 
modern Latin _fibrilla 
tittle fibre’) 0 fib- 
® = nillar adj. fibrillary 


fibroblast ». Anat. a cell producing * 
collagen fibres in connective tissue. 
fibroid e ad). 1 of or characterized by 
fibrous tissue. 2 resembling or containing 
fibres. @ 7. a benign tumour in the wall 
® of the womb. 
fibrosis 7. \fed. a thickening and scar- 
ring of connective tissue, usu. as a result 
of injury. {modern Latin, based on fibra ‘fibre’] 
D fibrotic ad). 
fibrositis 7. inflammation of fibrous con- 
nective Ussue, usu. rheumatic and paintul, 
oO fibrositic ad). 
fibrous ad. consisting of or like fibres. 
0 fibrousness ». 
fibula 7». (//. fibulae 
/-lee/ or fibulas) Ana/. 
me the smaller and outer 
of the two hones between the knee 
and the ankle in’ terrestrial ver- 
tebrates. & skituion. [Latin, perhaps 
related to figere fix’ | 0 fibular ad). 
fiche /lecsh/ n. (pl. same or fiches) a 
nucrofiche. [French, liter- 


ally ‘slip of paper’ Sibula 
fickle adj. inconstant, 

changeable, esp. in loyalty. 

[Old English] o fickle- FIBULA: 

ness 7. fickly adv HUMAN 


LOWLR ELG 
SHOWING 
URGES EASES 


fiction 7. 1 an invented 
idea or statement or nar- 
rative. 2. literature, esp. 
describing imiag- 
inary events and people. 
3a conventionally accepted 


novels, 


FIBREGLASS: 1950s 
FIBREGLASS CHAIR 


field 


falschood (polite fiction). [from Latin fictio] a fic- 
tional ad). fictionality 7. fictionalize vir, (also 
-ise). fictionalization n. fictionally adv. fiction- 
ist 7. a 

fictitious adj. 1 imaginary, unreal. 2 counterfeit; 
not genuine. [based on Latin /ingere fict- ‘to fashion’| 
O fictitiously adv. fictitiousness n. 

fictive adj. 1 creating or created by imagination. 
2 not genuine. O fictiveness 7. 

ficus 7n. a tree or shrub of the large genus Ficus 
(mulberry family), including the fig and the rubber 
plant. [Latin, literally ‘fig, fig trec’] 

fiddle @ n. 1 collog. or derog. a stringed instrument 
played with a bow, esp. a violin. 2 Bri. collog. an 
instance of cheating or fraud. 3 a fiddly task. 
ev. 1 int. a (often foll. by with, at) play restlessly. 
b (often foll. by about) move aimlessly. ¢ act idly or 
frivolously. d (usu. foll. by w#h) make minor adjust- 
ments; tinker. 2 é& Brit. slang a cheat, swindle. 
b falsify. ¢ get by cheating. 3 znir. play the fiddle. 
O as fit as a fiddle in very good health. on the 
fiddle cngaged in cheating or swindling. play 
second fiddle take a subordinate role. [Old 
English] 

fiddle-faddle e 7. trivial matters. x nér. fuss, trifle. 
@ ini. nonsense! @ adj. (of a person or thing) petty, 
fussy. 

fiddler 7. 1 a fiddle-player. 2 Brit. slang a swindler, 
a cheat. {Old English] 

fiddlesticks i7/. nonsense! 

fiddling adj. 1 a petty, trivial. b con- 

tempuble, futile. 2 Brit. = rinny. 3 that 
fiddles. 

fiddly adj. (fiddlier, fiddliest) 
Brit. mtricate, awkward, or tiresome 
to clo or use. 

fideism 7. the doctrine that all 
or some knowledge depends on faith 

or revelation. [based on Latin fides ‘faith’] 
0 fideist n. fideistic adj. 

fidelity n. 1 (often foll. by ‘o) faithful- 

ness, loyalty. 2 strict conformity to truth 

or fact. 3 &xact correspondence to the 

original. 4 precision in reproduction 

ef sound (high fidelity). [from 

Latin _fidelitas| 

fidget e@ winir (fidgeted, 
fidgeting) 1 move or act 
restlessly or nervously, usu. while maintaining ba- 
sically the same posture. 2 be uneasy, worry, @ 7. 1a 
person who fidgets. 2 (usu. in pl.) a bodily uneasi- 
ness secking relief in spasmodic movements; such 
movements. b a restless mood. [from obsolete or 
dialect fidve ‘to twitch’) 0 fidgety ad). fidgetiness n. 

fiduciary e «adj. 1 a of a trust, trustee, or trustce- 
ship. b held or given in trust. 2 (of a paper cur- 
rency) depending for its value on public confidence 
or securiues. @ 7. (pl. -ies) a trustee. [from Latin 
fiduciarius | 

fie im. archaic expressing disgust, shame, etc. [from 
Latin //, an exclamation of disgust at a stench] 

fief. 1 a piece of land held under the feudal system 
or in fee. 2 a person’s sphere of operation or con- 
trol. [from (Old) French] 

fiefdom 7. a fief. 


field e 7. 1 an area of open land, esp. one enclosed 
and used for pasture or crops. 2 an area rich in 
some natural product (gas field; diamond field). 3 a 
piece of land used for games etc. ( foothall field). 
4 a the participants in a contest or sport. b all the 
compctitors in a race or all except those specified. 
5 Cricket the side fielding. 6 an expanse of ice, snow, 
sea, sky, etc. 7 aa battlefield. b (ath7b.) (of artillery 
cic.) light and mobile for use on campaign. 8 an 
area of operation or activity; a subject of study. 
9 a the region in which a force is effective (gravila- 
tional field; magnetic field). b the force exerted in such 
an area. 10a range of perception ( field of view filled 
the field uf the telescope). 11 (atirib.) a (of an animal or 
plant) found in the countryside, wild (field mouse). 


field day 


b carried out or working in the natural environment, 
not in a laboratory etc. (field test). 12 the back- 
ground of a picture, coin, flag, etc. 13 Computing 
a part of a record, representing an item of data. 
@ v. 1 Cricket, Baseball etc. a inix act as a fielder. 
b ¢ stop (and return) (the ball). 2 é select (a team 
or individual) to play in a game. 3 é deal with (a 
succession of questions etc.). Oin the field 1 cam- 
paigning. 2 working etc. away from one’s labora- 
tory, headquarters, etc. play the field collog. avoid 
exclusive attachment to one person or activity etc. 
take the field 1 begin a campaign. 2 (of a sports 
team) go on to a pitch to begin a game, [Old English] 

field day n. 1 a successful or exciting time (when 
crowds form, pickpockets have a field day). 2 Mil. an exer- 
cise. esp. in manoeuvring. 

fielder n. Cricket, Baseball, etc. a member (other than 
the bowler or pitcher) of the side that is fielding, 
[> BASEBALL 

field events 1./. athletic sports other than races 
(e.g. shot-putting, jumping). > TRACK 

fieldfare n. a thrush, Turduy pilaris, having grey 
plumage with a speckled breast. 

field glasses n./. binoculars for outdoor use. 

field hockey 7. .V. Amer. = wocxey! 1. > Hockey 

field hospital 7. a temporary hospital near a 
battlefield. 

field marshal 7. (in the British army) an officer of 
the highest rank. 

j field mouse 7. < a Eurasian 

mouse, Apodemus syluaticus, with 

large eyes and ears and a 

long tail. 


FIELD MICE 
(Apodemus sylvaticus) 


field officer 7. an army officer of field rank. 


field of vision 7. all that comes into view when the 
eyes are turned in some direction. 

field rank n. esp. Brit. any rank in an army above 
captain and below general. 

fieldsman 7. (//. -men) Crickei = rieLper. 

field sports 7.6/. outdoor sports, esp. hunting, 
shooting, and fishing. 

fieldwork n. the practical work of a surveyor, 
collector of scientific data, sociologist, ctc.. con- 
ducted in the natural environment rather than a 
laboratory, office, etc. o fieldworker n. 

fiend x. 1 a an evil spirit, a demon. b (prec. by the) 
the Devil. 2 a a very wicked or cruel person. b a 
mischievous or annoying person. 3 (with a qualify- 
ing word) collog. a devotee or addict (a fitness frend). 
[Old English] o fiendlike ad). 

fiendish adj. 1 like a fiend, extremely cruel or 
unpleasant. 2 extremely difficult. 0 fiendishly adv 
fiendishness 1. 

fierce adj. (fiercer, fiercest) 1 vehemently aggres- 
sive or frightening in temper or action, violent. 
2 intense, ardent. 3 unpleasantly strong or intense; 
(fierce heat). [from Latin ferus ‘savage’] o fiercely 
adv, fierceness n. 

fiery adj. (fierier, fieriest) 1 a consisting of or 
flaming with fire. b (of an arrow etc.) fire-bearing, 
2 bright red. 3 hot as fire. 4 a flashing, ardent ( fier) 
eyes). b spirited, irritable ( fiery temper). ¢ (of a horse) 
mettlesome. 0 fierily adv. fieriness n. 

fiesta 7. 1 a holiday or festivity. 2 a religious festival 
in Spanish-speaking countries. [Spanish, literally 
‘feast’ | 

fife en. 1 a kind of small shrill flute used in military 
music. 2 its player. ez 1 intx play the fife. 2 @ play 
(an air etc ) on the fife. {from German Pyei/e ‘pipe’] 
O fifer x. 

fifteen e 7. 1 one more than fourteen. 2 a symbol for 
this (15, xv, XV). 3a size etc. denoted by fifteen. 4a 
team cf fifteen players, esp. in rugby. @ ag. that 
amount to fifteen. [Old English] 0 fifteenth ad. Gn. 


figure 


FIGHTER 


Fighters are fast and highly manoeuvrable 
aircraft. On-board computers help the 
pilot to control and navigate the plane and 
launch its weaponry. Fighters are capable 


radar warning 


air-to-air. 
missile 


air-to-ground / 


missile drop-tank 


(disposable fuel tank) 


of carrying air-to-air and air-to-ground 

missiles for airborne, land, and sea targets. 
Their defensive systems include electronic 
beams and flares for confusing enemy fire. 


receivers ¥. squadron triangular navigator’s pilot’s cockpit 
~ — badse ‘delta’ wing cockpit 


inflight 
refuelling 
probe 


\ be air data a 
air intake 
Jor jet engine 
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fifth e 7. 1 the position in a sequence corresponding 
to that of the number 5 in the sequence 1-5. 
2 something occupying this position. 3 the fifth 
person etc. in a race or competition. 4 any of five 
equal parts of a thing. 5 Afus. a an interval or chord 
spanning five consecutive notes in the diatonic 
scale (e.g. C to G). b a note separated from another 
by this interval. @ adj. that is the fifth. [Old English| 
a fifthly ado. 

fifth column 7. a group working for an enemy 
within a country at war etc. o fifth columnist n. 

fifth-generation adj. denoting a proposed new 
class of computer employing artificial intelligence. 

fifty e@ «. (pi. -ies) 1 the product of five and ten. 2a 
symbol for this (50, 1, L). 3 (in p/.) the numbers from 
50 to 59, esp. the years of a century or of a person’s 
life. 4 a set of fifty persons or things. @ adj. that 
amount to fifty, [Old English] o fiftieth ad. & n. 
fiftyfold adj. © adv. 

fifty-fifty e adj. equal, with equal shares or chances 
on a fifty fifty basis). @ adv. equally, half-and-half 
(soy Jy). 

fig' n. 1 » a soft pear-shaped fruit with 
many seeds, eaten fresh or dried. > rrurr. 
2 (in full fig tree) any deciduous tree or 
shrub of the genus Ficus, esp. F carica, 
which has broad leaves and bears figs. 
O not care (or give) a fig not care at all. 
[from Latin frws| 

fig? n. 1 dress or equipment (in full fig). 
2 condition or form (in good fig). [based on 
German fegen ‘to furbish’| 

fig. abbr. figure. 

fight @ uv (pas! and past part. fought) 
1 inf. contend or struggle in war, battle, 
single combat, etc. 2 ¢ contend with (an 
opponent) in this way. 3 i take part or 


sweety 


engage in (a battle etc.). 4 & contend pyg: GoMMON FIG 


about (an issue, an election); maintain (a 
lawsuit, cause, etc.) against an opponent. 
5 in, campaign or strive determinedly to achieve 
something. 6 f strive to overcome (disease, fire, 
fear, etc.). 7 t. make (one’s way) by fighting. @ . 
1 aa combat, esp. unpremeditated, between two or 
more persons, animals, or parties. b a boxing 
match. ¢ a battle 2 a conflict; a vigorous effort in 
the face of difficulty. 3 power or inclination to fight 
(has no fight lefi). 0 fight back 1 counter-attack. 
2 suppress (one’s feelings, tears, etc.). fight down 
suppress (one’s feelings, tears, etc.). fight for 
1 fight on behalf of. 2 fight to secure (a thing). fight 
off repel with effort. fight out (usu. fight it out) 
settle (a dispute etc.) by fighting. fight shy of avoid; 
be unwilling to approach (a task etc.). [Old English] 

fightback 7. Bri. an act of retaliation; a rally or 
recovery. 


(Ficus carica) 


fighter 7. 1 a person or animal that fights. 2 & a fast 
military aircraft designed for attacking other 
aircraft. 
fighting chance 7. an opportunity of succeeding 
by great effort. 
fighting fit adj. fit enough to fight; at the peak of 
fitness. 
fighting fund n. Bri/. money raised to support a 
campaign. 
fighting words 7./)/. collog. words indicating a will- 
ingness to fight. 
fig leaf n. 1 a leaf of a fig tree. 2 a device for 
concealing something, esp. the gemitals (Gen. 3:7). 
figment 7. a thing invented or existing only in the 
imagination. [from Latin figmentum| 
figuration 7. 1 a the act of formation. b a mode of 
formation; a form. ¢ a shape or outline. 2 a orna- 
mentation by designs. b Mus. ornamental patterns 
of scales, arpeggios, etc. 3 allegorical representa- 
tion. [Middle English, related to mcure] 
figurative ad. 1 a metaphorical, not literal. 
b metaphorically so called. 2 characterized 
by or addicted to figures of speech. 3 of 
pictorial or sculptural representation. 
4 emblematic, serving as a type. [Middle 
English, related to mcure| o figuratively 
adv. figurativeness n. 
figure e 7. 1 a the external form or shape 
of a thing. b bodily shape. 2 a a person as 
seen in outline but not identified. b a person 
as contemplated mentally (a public figure). 
3 aa representation of the human form in 
drawing, sculpture, etc. b an image or 
likeness. c an emblem or type. 4 Geom. a 
two-dimensional space enclosed by a line 
or lines, or a three-dimensional space en- 
closed by a surface or surfaces. 5 a a num- 
erical symbol, esp. any of the ten in Arabic 
notation. b a number so expressed. ¢ an 
amount of money, a value (cannot pul a 
figure on it). d (in pl.) arithmetical calculations. 6 a 
diagram or illustrative drawing. 7 a decorative 
pattern. 8 aa division of a set dance. b (in skating 
a prescribed pattern of movements from a station- 
ary position. 9 Afus. a short succession of notes 
producing a single impression. 10 (in full figure of 
speech) a recognized form of rhetorical expres- 
sion, esp. metaphor or hyperbole. @ v. 1 intz appear 
or be mentioned, esp. prominently, 2 é represent in 
a diagram or picture. 3 ¢r a embellish with a 
pattern ( figured satin). b Afus, embellish with figures. 
4 ¢ mark with numbers or prices. 5 a fr: calculate. 
b mir. do arithmetic. 6 esp. .V. Amer. a tr: understand, 
ascertain, consider. b intr collog. be likely or under- 
standable (that figures). O figure on US count on, 
expect. figure out 1 work out by arithmetic o1 


figurehead 


logic. 2 estimate. 3 understand. [from Latin fiewra 
n.), fgurare (v.)| G figureless adj. 
figurehead x. 1 a nominal leader or head without 
real power. 2 ¥ a carving, usu. a bust or a full-length 
figure, at a ship’s prow. 


FIGUREHEAD 
FROM A 1L9TH- 
CENTURY FRENCH 

FISHING BOAT 


figure of eight 7. (usu. hyphenated 
when attrib.) 1 the shape of the number 

eight. 2 something that has this shape. 

figure of fun 7. a ridiculous person. 

figure of speech see mune n. 10. 

figure skating 7. skating in prescribed patterns 
from a stationary position. 0 figure skater 7. 

figurine 7, a statuette. {from Italian figurina| 

figwort 7.» any plant of the genus Svvophulania 
(family Scrophulariaceae), with dull purplish- 
brown flowers, once believed to be useful 
against scrofula. 

Fijian e adj. of or relating to Fiji, 


filing 7. (usu. in fl.) a particle rubbed off by a file. 

filing cabinet 7. a case with drawers for storing 
documents, 

Filipino e 7. (#/, -os; fem. Filipina) a native or 
national of the Philippines, a group of islands in 
the SW Pacific. @ adj. of or relating to the Philip- 
pines or the Filipinos. [Spanish] 

fille v. bk & & intr (often foll. by zezth) make or be- 
come full. 2 &% occupy completely; spread over 
or through; pervade. 3 ér block up (a cavity or hole 
in a tooth) with cement, amalgam, gold, etc. 
4 appoint a person to hold (a vacant post). 
5 tf occupy (vacant time), 6 int (of a sail) be 
distended by wind. 7 ¢ (usu. as filling adj.) (esp. of 
food) satisfy, satiate. @ 2. 1 (prec. by possessive) as 
much as one wants or can bear (eat your fill). 
2 enough to fill something (a fill of tobacco). 0 fill the 
bill be suitable or adequate. fill in 1 Brit. add 
information to complete (a form etc.). 2 a complete 
(a drawing etc.) within an outline. b fill (an outline) 
in this way. 3 fill (a hole etc.) completely. 4 (often 
foll. by for) act as a substitute. 5 occupy oneself 
during (time between other activities). 6 collog. 
inform (a person) more fully. fill out 1 enlarge to 
the required size. 2 become enlarged or plump. 

3 US fill in (a form etc.). fill up 1 make 
or become completely full. 2 Brit. fill 
in (a form ete.). 3 fill the petrol tank of 

(a car ete.). {Old English} 

‘ filler 7, 1 material or an object used 


its people, or ne 9 7 i‘ Sale to fill a cavity or increase bulk. 2 an 

MAINS (Oe EAE (elt Leif 25 OX: | ‘) item fillmg space in a newspaper etc. 

language of this people. & | fr fill 7 SoGhe ie 0 
| -/ er cap 7. a cap closing the pipe 


filament rn 1 a slender threadhke 
body or fibre (esp. in animal or 
vegetable structures). 2 a wire or 5 . 
thread in an electric bulb or thermionic 
valve, heated or made incandescent by 
an electric current. & nici Bure. [based 
on Latin fel Uniead | a filamentary 
ad). fiamented ad). filamentous ad). 

filariasis n. p/. filariases) a tropical 
cisease caused by the presence of para- 
sitic nematode worms esp. in the lymph 
vessels and transmitted by biting 
insects. 

filbert 1. 1 a cultivated hazel, esp. Corylus maxima, 
bearing longish edible nuts. 2 this nut. [ftom dialect 
French noix de filbert, a nut ripe about St Philibert’s 
day (20 Aug.)| 

filch 7/7, pilfer, steal. [Middle English] 

file’ @ ». 1 a folder, box. ete., for holding loose 
papers. 2 a set of papers kept in this. 3 Computing a 
collection of (usu, related) data stored under one 
name. @ i./z 1 place (papers) in a file or among (esp. 
public) records. 2 submit (a petition for clivorce, an 
application tor a patent. etc.). 3 (of a reporter) send 
(a story, information, cte.) to a newspaper. O file 
away place in a file, or make a mental note of, for 
future reference, on file in a file or filing system. 
[from Latin fium thread’] a filer n. 

file* e x. a line of persons or things one behind 
another. @ v.infr. walk in a file. [related to rua" 

file* @ 7. a tool with a roughened surface for smooth- 
ing or shaping wood, fingernails ete. @ afe smooth 
or shape with a file. o file away remove (roughness 
etc.) with a file. [Old English] 5 filer 7. 

file server 7. Computing a device which controls 
access to one or more separately stored files 

filet mignon 7. @ sinall tender piece of beef 
from the end of the undercut. [French, 
‘dainty fillec] 

filial adj). of or due from a son or daughter 
[from Latin filals| 0 filially adi 

filibuster e 7. 1 the obstruction of progress in 
a legislative assembly, esp. by prolonged speak 


ing. 2 esp. .V. Amer 


filibuster. @ vant. act as a hbuster 


{ pet COT) who UNEALeS I a 


filigree n. 1 fine metal openwork. 2 anything 
delicate this. [from Latin 
‘thread’ + granum ‘seed’| 0 filigreed aid) 


fol 
filun 


resembling 


IO 


¥ 
ES 
_ 
i 
FIGWORT: 
VARIEGATED WATER 


FIGWORT (Scrophularia 
auriculata ‘Variegata’ 


film canister 


leading to the peuol tank of a maton 
vehicle, 
fillet e 7. 1 aa fleshy piece of meat 
from near the lois or the ribs. & cur. 


ashlom. ca boned loneiudinal section 
of a fish. 2. headband. ribbon. string. 
or narrow band, for binding the hair or 
worn round the head. 3 a a thin 
narrow strip. b a raised rim or ridge. 
4 Archit. a narrow flat band separating 
two mouldings. & winnow. @ vl (fillet- 

ed, filleting) 1 a remove bones from 
(fish). b divide (fish or meat) into fillets. 2 bind or 
provide with a fillet or fillets. [from Latin fi/lum 
‘thread’| a filleter 7. 

filling 7. 1 material that is used to fill, esp.: aa piece 
of material used to fill a cavity in a tooth. b the 
edible substance between the bread in a sandwich 
or between the pastry in a pie. 2 US weft. 

filling station 7. an establishment selling petrol 
etc. to motorists. 

fillip ». a stimulus or incentive. 

filly 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a young female horse, usu. under 
four years old. 2 collog. a girl or young woman. 
{related to rox] 

film e ». 1a thin coating or covering layer. 2 Photog, 
¥ a strip or sheet of plastic or other flexible base 
coated with light-sensitive emulsion for exposure in 
a camera. > cami, 3a a representation of a story, 
episode, ete., on a film or videotape, with the ilu- 
sion of movement. b a story represented in this 
way. ¢ (in p/.) the cinema industry, 4 a shght veil or 
haze etc. 5. a dimness or abnormal opacity affecting 


film ready 
lo be exposed 


: sprocket hole 
spool 


leader lab 


FILM: 35MM PHOVPOGRAPHIC FILM 


LOADED IN A CAMERA 


b (in full fillet steak) the undercut of 


fin 


the eyes. @ zt: 1 make a photographic or videotape 
film of (a scene, person, etc.). 2 (also absol.) make a 
cinema or television film of (a book etc.), [Old 
English jt/men ‘membrane’] — 

film clip 7. = cir? n. 3. 

filmic adj. of or rclating to films or cinematography. 

film noir 7. a style of film marked by a mood of 
pessimism, fatalism, and menace. (French, ‘black 
film’] 

filmset v./r, (-setting; fast and past part. -set) Prnt- 
ing set (material for printing) by filmsetting. 

filmsetting n. Printing typesetting using characters 
on photographic film. 

film star 7. a celebrated actor or actress in films. 

filmstrip 1. a series of transparencies in a strip for 
projection. & prRojEcToR 

filmy «dj. (filmier, filmiest) thin and translucent. 
O filmily adv. filminess n. 

filo /fee-loh/ n. (also phyllo) (usu. ativib.) a kind of 
dough usually layered in thin leaves to make sweet 
and savoury pastries (filo pastry). {from modern 
Greek phullo ‘leaf 

Filofax 1». propr. a portable loose-leaf filing system 
for personal or office use. [rur!+ facts] 

filter e x. 1 ¥ a porous device for removing impur- 
ities or solid particles from a liquid or gas passed 
through it. 2 = rivivr vir. 3 a screen or attachment 
for absorbing or modifying light, X-rays, etc. > po- 
iAnize. 4a device for suppressing electrical or sound 
waves of frequencies not required. 5 Brit. a an 
arrangement for filtering traffic. b a traffic light 
signalling this. @ vintr G & 1 pass or cause to pass 
through a filter, 2 Goll. by daough, into, etc.) make 
way gradually. 3 (foll. by out) leak or cause to leak. 
4 Bri. allow (traffic) or (of traffic) be allowed to pass 
to the left or right at a junction while traffic going 
straight ahead is halted (esp. at traffic lights). 0 filter 
out remove (impurities etc.) by means of a filter, 
Jftom medics al Latin fin “tele used as a filter | 


alter = 
ae —) solid (coffee) 
A 4 particle Aa 
.~ Ae. liquid passes 
f ss °. through 
. é 
7 ; 
filtered 
coffee 


dissolved coffee 


FILTER (n.1): COFFEE FILTER \ filter paper 

filterable adj. (also filtrable) 1 Med. (of a virus) 
able to pass through a filter that retains bacteria. 
2 (hat can be filtered. 

filter-feeding 1. Zool. » feeding by filtering out 
plankton or nutrients suspended in water. 
> won. O filter-feeder n. 

filter-paper 7. porous paper for filtering. 

filter tip x. 1 a filter on a cigarette removing 
some inipurities. 2 a cigarette with this. o filter- 
tipped ad). 

filth n. 1 repugnant or extreme dirt. 2 vileness, 
corruption, obscenity. [Old English] 

filthy e adj. (filthier, filthiest) 1 extremely or 

disgustingly dirty. 2 obscene. 3 Brit. collog. (of 

weather) very unpleasant. 4 vile; disgraceful. @ adz. 
I filthily (filthy dirty). 2 collog. extremely 
(filthy rich). © filthily ado, filthiness n. 

filthy lucre 7. 1 dishonourable gain 
(Vit. 1:11). 2 joc. money. 

filtrable var. of tice. 

filtrate pn. filtered liquid. 0 filtration 7, 

fin n. 1 a flattened appendage on 

various parts of the body of many aquatic verte- 

brates and some invertebrates, including fish and 


finagle 


FILTER (n.3) 


Photographic filters are used to modify 
the light passing through a lens. In the 
examples below, each colour filter allows 
light of predominantly the same colour 
through the lens, distorting the film’s hues. 


PICTURE TAKEN 
WITHOUT A FILTER 


YELLOW 
FILTER 


ORANGE 
FILTER 


BLUE 
PeLER 


cetaceans, for propelling, steering, and balancing 
(dorsal fin, anal fin). > ceTacuan, ttisH. 2 a small pro- 
jecting surface or attachment on an aircratt, rocket, 
or motor car for ensuring aerodynamic stability, 
D> AIRGRAFF, spacecrart. 3 an underwater swimmer’s 
flipper. 4 a sharp lateral projection on the share 
or coulter of a plough. 5 a finlike projection on 
any device, for improving heat transfer etc. [Ol¢ 
English] 0 finless adj. finned ad). (also in comé.). 
finagle /fin-ay-gil/ viniz. © tr collog. act or obtain 


dishonestly. [from. dialect fainaigue ‘to cheat’ 
O finagler zn. 
final e adj. 1 situated at the end, coming last. 


2 conclusive, decisive, unalterable, putting an end 
to doubt. 3 concerned with the purpose or cnc 
aimed at. @ 7. 1 the last or deciding heat or game in 
sports or in a competition (Cup Final). 2 the edition 
of a newspaper published latest in the day. 3 a (usu. 


in pl.) Brit. the series of examinations at the end of 


a degree course. b NV. Amer an examination at the 
end of a term. 4 Afus, the principal note in any 
mode. [based on Latin fines ‘end’| o finally ade. 


FILTER-FEEDING 

Baleen whales are the largest filter-feeders. 
They have modified mucous membrane 
plates (baleen) in their mouths, which look 
like huge fringed brushes. The whale draws 


upper jaw 
plate —_— ee — : 
ek -, 
iA " 
/ =. A 
| intake of \ 
seawater, a | 
ower 


Sish, krill, 
and plankton 


FRONT-ON VIEW 
OF FILTER-FEEDING 
WHALE WITH JAWS OPEN 


final clause 1. Gram. a clause expressing purpose, 
introduced by in order that, lest, etc. 

finale /fi-nahb-li/ n. 1 a the last movement of an 
instrumental composition. b a piece of music clos- 
ing an act in an opera. 2 a conclusion, [Italian, 
related to Fina] 

finalist 7. a competitor in the final of a competition 
etc. 

finality 2. (p/. -tes) the quality or fact of being final. 

finalize v./7, (also -ise) 1 put into final form. 2 com- 
plete; bring to an end. o finalization 7. 

finance @ 7. 1 the management of (esp. public) 
money. 2 monetary support for an enterprise. 3 (in 
pl.) the money resources of a state, company, or 
person. @ v.f7, provide capital for (a person or enter- 
prise). [from Old French, related to rme?} 

finance company 7. (also finance house) a com- 
pany mainly providing money for hire purchase 
transactions. 

financial ad). 1 of finance. 2 Austral. & NZ 
possessing money. O financially adv. 

financial year 7. rif. a year as reckoned for taxing 
or accounting. 

financier 7. a person engaged in large-scale 
finance. [French] 

fin-back: 7. = Fin WHALE. 

finch n. > any small seed-eating songbird 
esp. of the family Fringillidae, including 
crossbills, canaries, and chaftinches. 
> sonapirp. [Old English] 

find e wiz (past and past part. 
found) 1 a discover by chance 
or effort ( found a key). b become 
aware of. 2 a get possession of 
by chance ( found a treasure). b ob- 
tain, receive (zdea found acceplance). ¢ suc- 
ceed in pea: (cannot find the money). 
d summon up ( ( found courage lo protest). 
3 a séek out and prov ide (wall find you a book). 
b supply, furnish (each finds his own equipment). 
4 ascertain by study or calculation or inquiry (could 
not find the answer). 9 a perceive or experience ( find 
no sense in it; find difficulty in breathing). b (often in 
passwe) recognize or discover to be present (the word 
2s not Jound in Shakespeare). c regard or discover from 
experience { finds England too cold: find it impossible to 
reply). © 5 (of a jury, Judge, etc.) decide and 
declare ( found him guilty). 7 reach by a natural or 
normal process (water finds its own level). @ n. La 
discovery of treasure, mincrals, etc. 2 a thing or 
person discovered, esp. when of value. 0 find 
against Law decide against (a person), judge to be 
euilty. find fault see mutt. find favour prove 
acceptable. find one’s feet 1 become able to walk. 
2 develop one’s independent ability. find out 
1 discover or detect (a wrongdoer etc.). 2 (often foll. 
by about) get information. 3 discover find oul where 
we aré), 4 (olten toll. by about) discover the truth, a fact, 
ete. (he never found out). (Old English] o findable ad). 


slang 


seawater into its mouth and then expels it 
through the baleen, keeping food such as 
fish or krill trapped inside. The whale then 
wipes the plates clean with its tongue. 


expelled upper jaw 
seawwatey __ 

c food caught on 
raised baleen plates 
tongue 

~~ lower jare 


FRONT-ON VIEW 
OF FILTER-FEEDING 
WITH JAWS GLOSED 


WHALE 


ZEBRA FINCHES 


finger 


finder n. 1 a person who finds. 2 a small telescope 
attached to a large one to locate an object for 
observation. 3 the viewfinder of a camera. 
fin de siécle adj. relating to or characteristic of the 
end of the century, esp. the 19th century. [French, 
‘end of century’ | 
finding 7. (often in p/.) a conclusion reached by an 
inquiry. 
fine’ e ad. 1 of high quality. 2 a excellent; of 
notable merit (a fine painting). b good, satisfactory 
(that will be fine). 3 a pure, refined. b (of gold or 
silver) containing a specified proportion of pure 
metal. 4 of handsome « appearance or size; impos- 
ing, dignified (fine buildings, a person of fine presence). 
5 in good Fale (Lm fine, thank you). 6 (of weather 
etc.) bright and clear with sunshine; free from rain. 
7 a thin; sharp. b in small particles. c worked in 
slender thread. d (esp. of print) small. e (of a pen) 
narrow-pointed. 8 ornate, showy, smart. 9 fastidi- 
ous, dainty, pretending refinement; (of speech or 
writing) affectedly ornate. 10 a capable of delicate 
perception or discrimination. b: perceptible only 
with difficulty (a fine distinction). 
11 delicate, subtle, exquisitely 
fashioned. 12 (of wine or other 
goods) of a high standard; 
conforming to a_ specified 
erade. @ a 1 fme weather (in 
ram or Sine). (in pl.) very small 
particles in mane milling, ete. 
@ adv. 1 finely. 2 collog. very well 
(suits me fine). @ v. 1 (often foll. by 
down) a t, make (beer or winc) 
clear. b mtr (of liquid) become 
clear. 2 tx & intr (often foll. by away, 
down, off ) make or become finer, 
thinner, or less coarse; dwindle or 
taper, or cause to do so. G cut (or 
run) it fine allow very little 
margin of time ete. fine up <lustral. collog. (of the 
weather) become fine. net to put too fine a 
point on it (as a parenthetic remark) to speak 
bluntly. [based on Latin fire ‘to finish’] 0 finely 
adv. fineness 11. 
fine? e 7. asum of money exacted as a penalty. @ wl. 
punish by a fine ( fined am £5). Gin fime to sum up; 
in short. [from medieval Latin _finzs] o finable ad). 
fine arts 1.//. those appealing to the mind or to the 
sense of beauty, as poetry, music, and esp. painting, 
sculpture, and architecture. 
fine-drawn adj. 1 extremely thin. 2 subtle. 
fine-grained adj. haying 
of small particles. 


FINCH: 


Poephia guttata) 


a fine grain; consisting 


fine print 7. detailed printed information, esp. in 
legal documents. 

finery 7. showy dress or decoration. 

fine-spun adj. 1 delicate. 2 (of a theory etc.) too 
subtle, unpractical. 

finesse /fin-ess/ e 7. 1 refinement. 2 subtle or 
delicate manipulation. 3 artfulness, esp. in hand- 
ling a difficulty tactfully. 4 Cards an attempt to win 
a trick with a card that is not the highest held. 
ev. 1 intr Gtx. use or achieve by finesse. 2 intr Cards 
make a finesse. [French, related to rinu"] 

fine-tooth comb n. a comb with narrow close-set 
teeth. 0 go over with a fine-tooth comb check 
or search thorougluly. 

fine-tune 7./; make small adjustments to (a mech- 
anism etc.) in order to obtain the best possible 
results. O fine tuning ». 

finger e 7. 1 any of the terminal projections of the 
hand (including or excluding the thumb). > Hann. 
2 the part of a glove etc. covermg a finger. 
3 aa finger-like object (fish finger). b a long narrow 
structure, 4 collog. a measure of liquor in a glass 
based on the breadth of a finger. e w/z 1 touch. 
feel, or turn about with the fingers. 2 Afus. play (a 
passage) with fingers used in a particular way 
3..\. Amer slang indicate (a vicum, or a criminal to 
the police). d all fingers and thumbs 477. clumsy. 


get (or pull) one’s finger out Bri. slane cease 


9Q7 


fingerboard 


procrastinating and start to act. have a finger in 
the pie be (esp. officiously) concerned in the 
matter. lay a finger on touch however slightly. 
put one’s finger on locaie or identify exactly. put 
the finger on s/ang 1 inform against. 2 idenufy (an 
intended victim). [Old English] o fingered adj. 
(also in comb.). fingerless ad). 

fingerboard ». a flat strip on the neck of a stringed 
instrument, against which the strings are pressed to 
vary their pitch. > sriar, srRINGED 

finger bowl 1. a small bowl for rinsing the fingers 
during a meal. 

fingering 7. 1 a manner or technique of using the 
fingers, esp. to play an instrument. 2 an indication 
of this in a musical score. 

fingernail 7. the nail at the tip of each finger. > xan 

finger-paint e 7, paint that can be applied with the 
fingers. @ z.intr. apply paint with the fingers. 

finger-plate 7. a plate fixed to a door above the 
handle to prevent fingermarks. 

finger-post 7. a signpost at a road junction. 

fingerprint e 7. 1 an impression made on a surface 
by the fingertips. 2 a distinctive characteristic. 
@ v./r, record the fingerprints of (a person). 

fingertip 7. the tip of a finger. 
> nail. O have at one’s finger- 
tips be thoroughly familiar 
with (a subject ete. 

finial 7. Archit. 1 W an ornament finishing off the 
apex of a roof, pediment, gable, tower-corner, 
canopy, etc. & cHtrcH. 2 the topmost part of a 
pinnacle. [from Latin fis “end’| 


= finial 


dome 


iT 


FINIALS ON A REGENCY PAVILION 


finical adj. = minick) 
calness 1 
finicky adj. 1 over-particular, fastidious. 2 needing 
much attenuion to deta: fiddly, o finickiness n. 
finis ». 1 (at the end of a book: the end. 2 the end 
of anything, esp. of life. [Latin] 
finish e ¢. 1 @: a (otten Loll. by off ) bring to an end; 
come to the end of; b (usu. foll. by of 
collog. kill; overcome completely, e yolten foll. by off, 
up) consume the whole or 
clrink) ( finish up your dinner). 2 int. a come to an end, 
cease. b reach the end, esp. of a race, e = finish up. 
3 tf, a complete the manufacture of (cloth, wool 
work, éte.) by surlace treatment. b put the final 
touches to; make perfect or highly accomplished 
( finished en. ba the end, the 
b the point at which a race etc, ends. 2 a method, 
material. or texture used for surface eatment ol 
wood. mahogany finish), 3 what serves to 
vive completeness. 4 an accomphshed or com- 
oO sent to the finish fight till one 
is completely beaten, finish off provide with 
finish up oficn loll. Bril. 
end in something, end by the plan 
finished up in the waste-paper basket. finished up by apalo 
finish with have no more to 
saciation with 


{1 6th-century coinage] 0 fini- 


complete 


he remainder of (food o1 


manners last stage 


cloth. ete, 


pleted State 
party 
an ending by in, Ay) esp. 
doing somicthing 
121Ng) do with 
complete one’s use of or a 


Latin fic] O finisher 7 


[fron 


fire engine 


finishing school 7. a private college where girls 
are prepared for entry into fashionable society. 

finishing touch 7. (also finishing touches //.) 
the final details compteting and enhancing a piece 
of work etc. 

finite adj. 1 limited, bounded; not infinite. 2 Gram. 
(of a part of a verb) having a specific number and 
person. [from Latin finitus ‘finished’) 0 finitely adv. 
finiteness 7. finitude 1. 

Finn 7. a native or national of Finland; a person of 
Finnish descent. [Old English| 

finnan 7. (in full finnan haddock) a haddock 
cured with the smoke of green wood, turf, or peat. 
[from Findhorn in Scotland] 

Finnish e adj. of the Finns or their language. @ 7. the 
language of the Finns. 

finny adj. 1 having fins; like a fin. 2 poet. of or teem- 
ing with fish 

fino 7. (pl. -os) a light-coloured dry sherry. [Span- 
ish, literally ‘fine’ | 

fin whale 2. ¥ a large rorqual, Balaenoptera physalus, 
with a prominent dorsal fin. 


dorsal fin 


FIN WHALE (Balaenoptera physalus) 


fiord var. of Horn. 

fir n. 1 (in full fir tree) any evergreen coniferous 
tree, esp. of the genus Ades, with needles borne 
singly on the stems (ef. pine! 1). > conier. 2 the wood 
of the fir. [Middle English] 

fir cone ». Ari/. the [ruit of the fir. 

fire @ 7. 1 a the state or process of combustion, in 
which substances combine chemically with oxygen 
from the air and usu. give out bright light and heat. 
b flame or incandescence. 2 a conflagration, a 
destructive burning ( forest fire). 3a burning fuel in a 
grate, furnace, etc. b Brit. = erecrric rire. 
in. 4 firing of guns. 5 a fervour, spirit, vivacity. 
b poetic mspiration, lively imagination. ¢ vehe- 
ment emotion. 6 burning heat, fever. ev. La f: (also 
absol.) discharge (a gun etc.). b é propel (a missile) 
from a gun etc. ¢ intr (of a gun etc.) be discharged. 
2 tr cause (explosive) to explode. 3 tr deliver or 
utter in rapid succession ( fired insults at us). 4 tr. slang 
dismiss (an employee} from a job. 5 & a set fire to 
with the mtention of destroying. b kindle (explo- 


¢ = GAS 


| FIRE ENGINE 
Fire engines transport a fire crew and their 
equipment to the scene of a blaze quickly. 
Modern engines are equipped with a water 
tank, pumps, and ladders, as well as a 


flashing 


warning light | ladde: 


door for fire crew 


dtheorty 


cabin — 


hydrauln 
boom 


ins = 


MODERN TRISH VIRI 


sives), 6 ini. (of an internal-combustion engine, 
or a cylinder in one) undergo ignition of its fuel. 
7 & supply (a furnace, engine, boiler, or power 
station) with fuel. 8 é a stimulate (the imagination 
or an emotion). b fill (a person) with enthusiasm. 
9 # bake or dry (pottery, bricks, etc.). 10 mir. 
become heated or excited. 0 catch fire begin to 
burn. fire and brimstone the supposed torments 
of hell. fire away collog. begin; go ahead. fire up 
collog. 1 stimulate, fill with enthusiasm, excite. 
2 start up (an engine etc.). go on fire Sc. & Jr catch 
fire. on fire 1 burning, 2 excited. set fire to (or 
set on fire) ignite, kindle, cause to burn. under 
fire (often prec. by come) 1 being shot at. 2 being 
rigorously criticized or questioned. [Old English] 
O fireless adj. firer n. 

fire alarm 7. a device for giving warning of fire. 

firearm 7. (usu. in f/.) a gun, esp. a pistol or rifle. 

fireball ». 1 a large meteor. 2 a ball of flame, esp. 
from a nuclear explosion. 

firebomb e 7. an incendiary bomb. @ w/ attack or 
destroy with a firebomb. 

the fuel-chamber of a steam engine or 

boiler. & s1haM LNGINE 

firebrand 7. 1 a piece of 
burning wood. 2 a cause of 

trouble, esp. a person caus- 

ing unrest. 

firebreak 7. an obstacle to the spread of fire 

in a forest etc., esp. an open space. 

firebrick v7. a fireproof brick used in a grate. 

fire brigade 7. esp. Brit. an organized body of fire- 
men trained and employed to extinguish fires. 


firebox 7. 


firebug 7. collog. a pyromaniac (see pYROMANIA). 

fireclay n. clay capable of withstanding high 
temperatures, often used to make firebricks. 

firecracker 7. esp. N. Amer. an explosive firework; a 
banger. ‘ 

firedamp 2. a miners, name for methane, which is 
explosive when mixed in certain proportions with air. 

fire department 7. US= rire Brice. 

firedog n. a metal support for burning wood or for 
a grate or fire-irons. 

fire door 7. a fire-resistant door to prevent the 
spread of fire. b) 

fire drill 7. 1 a rehearsal of the procedures to be 
used in case of fire. 2 a primitive device for kindling 
fire with a stick and wood. 

fire-eater 7. 1 a conjuror who appears to swallow 
fire. 2 a person fond of quarrelling or fighting. 


fire engine 7. ¥ a vehicle carrying equipment for 
fighting large fires. 


hydraulic boom and platform that enables 
firefighters to rescue people trapped in tall 
buildings. Compartments on the vehicle’s 
sides contain hoses, oxygen tanks, and tools. 


aerial boom 


platform 


slade-open equipment 
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ENGINE ™. rear double wheel 


= 


fire escape 


FIRE EXTINGUISHER 


The water-filled fire extinguisher shown 
contains a canister of high-pressure gas. 
When the operating lever is depressed, a 
pin punctures the canister, releasing gas 
into the main cylinder. The pressure of 
the gas forces the water through the 
discharge tube and out of the nozzle. 


operating 
lever 


return 
spring ~ nozzle 
released 
5 gas 
puncturing 
pin ; 
main 
; cylinder 
high- 
pressure wale) 
gas canister 
extinguisher discharge 
casing tube 
CROSS-SECTION OF A 
WATER-FILLED FIRE EXTINGUISHER 


fire escape 7. an emergency staircase or apparatus 
for escape from a building on fire. 

fire extinguisher 7. A an apparatus for discharg- 
ing gas, powder, water, or foam to extinguish a fire. 

firefighter 2. a person whose task is to extinguish 
fires. D fire-fighting x. & a/trb.ad). 

firefly n.,(p/. -flies) any soft-bodied beetle of the 
glow-worm family Lampyridae, emitting phosphor- 
escent light, usu. in flashes. 

fireguard 7. 1 a protective screen or grid placed 
in front of a fireplace. 2 M Amer a fire-watcher. 
3 .N. Amer. a firebreak. 

fire hose 7. a hosepipe used in extinguishing fires. 

fire-irons 71./)/. tongs, poker, and shovel, for tending 
a domestic fire. 

firelight 7. light from a fire in a fireplace. 

firelighter 7. Bri/. a piece of inflammable material 
to help start a fire in a grate. 

firelock 7. Aisi. a musket in which the priming was 
ignited by sparks. 

| fireman 71. (//.-men) la meinber of a fire brigade. 

2 a person who tends a furnace or the fire of a 
steam engine or steamship. 

fireplace 7. 1 a place for a domestic fire. 2 ¥ a 
structure surrounding this. 


mantelpiece or surround mented shelf 


FIREPLACE 


firepower 7. 1 the destructive capacity of guns etc. 
2 financial, intellectual, or emotional strength. 
fire practice 7. Bri. a fire drill. 


fireproofe ad). able to resist fire or great heat. @ vf 
make fireproof. 


fire-raiser n. Brit. an arsonist. 

fire screen 7. 1 a screen to keep off the direct heat 
of a fire. 2 a fireguard. 

fireside n. 1 the area round a fireplace. 2 a person’s 
home or home life. 


fireside chat n. an informal talk. 
fire station 7, the headquarters of a fire 


brigade. i 


firestorm 7. a very intense and destructive fire 
in which strong currents of air are drawn into 
the blaze from the surrounding area. 

firethorn 7. = ryracantiia. 

fire trap n. a building without proper provi- 
sion for escape in case of fire. 

firewall n. 1 a wall or partition designed 
to stop the spread of fire. 2 Computing 
a part of a computer system or network 
which is designed to block unautho- 
rized access while permitting outward 
communication. 

fire-watcher 7. a person keeping watch 
for fires, esp. those caused by bombs. 

firewater 7. collog. strong alcoholic liquor. 

fireweed 7. ® any of several plants that 
sprmg up on burnt land, esp. the rosebay 
willowherb. 

firewood n. wood for use as fuel. 


first thing 


(must get this done first). 3 for the first time (when did you 
first see her?). 4 in preference; rather (will see him 
damned first). 5 Brit. first-class (usually travels first). 0 at 
first at the beginning. at first hand directly from 
the original source. first off esp. US collog. at first, 
first of all. first up 1 first of all. 2 Auséral. at the 
first attempt. from the first from the beginning. 
from first to last throughout. get to first base 
US achieve the first step towards an objective. in 
the first place as the first consideration. of the 
first water see warer. [Old English| 
first aid x. (hyphenated when ati.) help given to 
an injured person until medical treatment 1s avail- 
able. o first aider n. 
first blood see sLoon. 
first-born e «ij, cldest. @ 7. the eldest child of a 
person. 
first-class e adj. 1 belonging to or travelling 
by the first class, 2 of the best quality; very 
good. @ adv. by first class (travels farst-class). 
first class 7. | a set of persons or things 
grouped together as the best. 2 the best ac- 
commodation in a tram, ship, etc. 3 the 
class of mail given priority in handling. 
4 Bnt. a the highest division in an exam- 
ination list. b a place in this. 
first cousin sce Cousin 7. 1. 
first-day cover 7. an envelope 
with stamps postmarked on their 
first day of issue. 
first-degree adj. Med. denoting burns 
that affect only the surface of the skin, causing 
reddening. 


firework 7. 1 a device containing first finger 7. the finger next to the thumb. 
combustible chemicals that cause explo- FIREWEED: first floor n. (NV. Amer, second floor) the 
sions or spectacular effects. 2 (in p/.) a an ROSEBAY floor above the eround floor 

outburst of passion, esp. anger. badisplay WILLOWHERB go poo oy a ‘dive (ites seciaaeya oe) ees 
of wit or brilliance. (Chamerion 1: : es 


firing line 7. 1 the front line in a baitle. 
2 the leading part in an activity etc. 

firing party 7. a group detailed to fire the salute at 
a military funeral. 

firing squad 7. 1 a group detailed to shoot a 
condemned person. 2 a firing party 

firkin 7. 1 a small cask for liquids, butter, fish, etc. 
2 Brit. (as a measure of beer etc.) half a kilderkin 
(usu. 9 imperial gallons or about +1 litres). [Middle 
English| 

firm! e@ ad. 1 a of solid or compact structure. 
b fixed, stable. e steady; not shaking. 2 a resolute, 
determined. b not easily shaken (firm belief). 
ce steadfast, constant (a firm frend). 3 (of an offer 
etc.) not hable to cancellation after acceptance, 
@ adv. firmly (stand firm: hold firm to). @ v. 1 tr. & intr 
{often foll. by up) make or become firm, secure, 
compact, or solid. 2 ¢ (often foll. by im) fix (plants) 
firmly in the soil. [from Latin frmus| Oo firmly ado. 
firmness 1. 

firm? 7. a business concern. [based on Latin firman 
‘to confirm by signature’| 

firmament 7. /ilerary the sky regarded as a vault or 
arch. [from Latin /ar‘mamentum| 0 firmamental ad). 

firmware n. Computing a permanent kind of soft- 
ware programmed into a read-only memory. 

first @ aaj. 1 a earliest in time or order. b coming 
next after a specified or imphed time (shall take the 
fant train, the fast cuckoo). 2 foremost in position, rank, 

or importance (First Lord of the Treasury; first 
male). 3 Afus. performing the highest or chiel 


chimney of two or more parts for the same instrument 
or voice. 4 most willing or likely (should be the 

fust to admit the difficulty). 5 basic or evident ( first 

_ grale principles). @ n. 1 (prec. by the) the person or 
thing first mentioned or occurring, 2 the first 

_ ashpan occurrence of something notable. 3 Brit. a 
place in the first class in an examination. 4 the 

first day of a month. 5 first gear. 6 first place 

hearth 


in a race. @ adv. 1 before any other person o1 
thing ( firs! of all: first and foremost, first come first 
served). 2 before someone or something else 


angustifolia 


a threshold in the New Year. @ w.intr be a 
first-foot. 

first-fruit 7. (usu. in /.) 1 the first agricul- 
tural produce of a season, esp. as offered to God. 
2 the first results of work etc. 

first gear 7. the lowest in a set of gears. 

first-hand adj. © adv. trom the original source. 

First Lady 1. (in the US) the wife of the President. 

first lieutenant 7. (/S an army or air force officer 
next below captain. 

first light 7. the time when light first appears in the 
morning, 

firstly adv. (in enumerating topics, arguments, etc.) 
in the first place, first (cf. mrs adv). 

first mate 7. (on a merchant ship) the officer 
second in command to the master. 

first mame 7). a personal or Christian name. 

first night 1. the first public performance of a play 
etc. 

first offender 7. a criminal against whom no pre- 
vious conviction is recorded. 

first officer 7. the mate on a merchant ship. 

first past the post ad. 1 winning a race ete. by 
being the first to reach the finishing line. 2 Bri. (of 
an electoral system) selecting a candidate or party 
by simple majority. 

first person sce Person 3. 

first post 7. Brit. the first of several bugle calls 
giving notice of the hour of retiring at night. 

first-rate ad. 1 of the highest class, excellent. 
2 collog. very well ( feeling first-rate). 

first refusal sce rarisar 2. 

first school ». Brit. a school for childven from 5 to 
9 years old. 

first sergeant nr. US the highest-ranking non- 
comunissioned officer in a company. 

first strike adj. an agercssive attack with nuclear 
weapons before their use by the enemy. 

first thing cvllog. @ adv. before anything else; very 
early in the morning (shall do il fas! thing). @ n. (prec 
hy /Ae) even the most elementary fact or principk 
dues not know the first thing about it 
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FISH 

ae Pen) EOP oo Bakeries ap as Just cartilaginous second - 
There are ov er 20,000. species of fish, divided into three paidiapes) ore ne , dorsal fin 
groups: bony fish, cartilaginous fish, and jawless fish. Bony like skin 
fish, which are the most numerous, have skeletons of bone, 
and swinibladders (gas-filled organs) to keep them afloat. 


~ caudal 
jin GO) 
tail 


, pee toral ie aT 
fin jin 


Cartilaginous fish, such as sharks, rays, and ratfish, 


are mostly marine hunters; they have 
wi MM, 


/ 
hinged jaw / 


\ anal fin 


gills ANATOMY OF A CARTILAGINOUS 


FISH (BLUE SHARK, Prionace glauca) 


skeletons made of cartilage, and : first 
c > dorsal fin 
sandpaper-like skin. The fi 
primitive jawless fish i as 
. SCALES . 
have sucker-like an 
kidney 
mouths, and 
include lampreys 
and hagfish. 


second muscle 
_ dorsal fin oe segments 


brain —_ 


ANATOMY OF 
A BONY FISH 
(YELLOW PERCH, 


hinged jaa rca flavescens) 


gills — 


; skeleto 
heart _ keleton 


gonad Sai caudal fin or tail 


\. seermbladder 


liver 7 intestine / | stomach 


: anal fin 
pectoral fin / 


EXAMPLES OF FISH 
BONY FISH 
LAILBAR 


LIONFISH 


BLUE RIBBON EEL. 
(Pterois radiata) 


| RAinomuraena 
amboinensts 


POWDER BLUE 


Sea S SEAHORSE 
(Acanthurus leucosternon) (Hippocampus kuda) 
« > SEAHORS-. 


BUDE =S2¢) Dotan: 
BONTISH 


(Ostracion meleagris) MANDARINTIS# 


(Synchiropus 
splendidus) 


PIKE 
Fevay Mucins 


CARTILAGINOL 


IS FISH 


LEOPARD SHARK 
(Triakis semifasciata) 


C SHARK 


HORN SHARK 


tHeterodontus francisct) 


HARK 


RALEISH 
tChimaera monstrosa) 


JAWLESS FISH , 
-_ Meas . epee | BLONDE RAY 
: Vicia /aungiae | (Raja brachyura 


L> RAY 


firth 


firth 2. (also frith) 1 a narrow inlet of the sea. 2 an 
estuary. [from Old Norse _frthr ‘fjord’ ] 
fir tree see rir 1. 


fiscal @ adj. of public revenue. @ 7. 1 a legal official 
in some countries. 2 Sc. = procurator FiscaL. [based 
on Latin /fiscus ‘purse, treasury’] 0 fiscally adv. 

fiscal year n. = mNnanciaL YEAR. 

fish! zn. (pl. same or fishes) 1 <a vertebrate cold- 
blooded animal with gills and fins living wholly in 
water. 2 an invertebrate animal living wholly in 
water, e.g. cuttlefish, shellfish, jellyfish. 3 the flesh of 
fish as food. 4 collog. a person remarkable in some 
way (an odd fish). 5 (the Fish or Fishes) the zodi- 
acal sign or constellation Pisces. > Pisces. @ v. 1 intr. 
try to catch fish. 2 ¢ fish for (a certain kind of fish) 
or in (a certain stretch of water). 3 intr. (foll. by for) 
a search for in water or a concealed place. b seek 
by indirect means ( fishing for compliments). & tr. (fol. 
by up, out, etc.) retrieve with careful or awkward 
searching. O fish out of water a person in an 
unsuitable or unwelcome environment or situation. 
other fish to fry other matters to attend to. [Old 
English] o fishlike adj. 


a Usage The collective plural fish is now usual, but 
the older form fishes is still used, especially in tech- 
nical writing, when referring to different kinds of 
fish (e.g. the freshwater fishes of Europe), and in biblical 
allusions etc. (e.g. five loaves and two small fishes). 


fish? n. 1 a flat plate of iron, wood, etc., to 
strengthen a beam or joint. 2 aul. a piece of wood, 
convex and concave, used to strengthen a mast ete. 
[based on French ficher ‘to fix’ 

fishbowl 7. a usu. round glass bowl for keeping pet 
fish in. 

fish cake n. a cake of shredded fish and mashed 
potato, usu. eaten fried. 

fisher 7. 1 an animal that catches fish, esp. the 
pekan, a tree-living N. American marten, Martes 
pennanti, valued for its fur. > Musretiv. 2 archaic a fish- 
ermal, 

fisherman 7. (//. -men) a person who catches fish. 

fishery 7. (f/. -ies) 1 a place where fish are caught 
or reared. 2 the industry of catching or rearing fish. 

fish-eye lens n. a very wide-angle lens with a field 
of vision covering up to 180°, the scale being re- 
duced towards the edges. 

fish farm 7. a place where fish are bred for food. 

fish finger 7. Brit. a small oblong piece of fish in 
batter or breadcrumbs. 

fish-hook see Ho0K 7. |b. 

fishing 7. » the activity of catching fish, esp. for 
food or as a sport. 

fishing line n. a long thread with a baited hook, 
sinker, float, etc., used for catching fish. > risHinc 

fishing rod 7. a long tapering usu. jointed rod to 
which a fishing line is attached. > risen 

fish kettle n. an oval pan for boiling fish. 

fishmeal n. ground dried fish used as fertilizer or 
animal feed. 

fishmonger 7. esp. Brit. a dealer in fish for food, 

fishnet 7. (often attrib.) an open-meshed fabric ( fish- 
net stockings). 

fish-plate 1. 1 a flat piece of iron etc. connecting 
railway rails. 2 a flat piece of metal with ends like a 
fish’s tail, used to position masonry. 

fish slice n. Brit. a flat utensil for lifting fish and 
fried foods during and after cooking. 

fishtail @ 7. anything resembling a fish’s tail in 
shape or movement. @ v.intz move the tail of a ve- 
hicle from side to side. 

fishwife n. (pl. -wives) 1 a coarse-mannered or 
noisv woman. 2 a woman who sells fish. 

fishy adj. (fishier, fishiest) 1 a of or like (a) fish. 
b joc. or poet. abounding in fish. 2 slang arousing 
suspicion, questionable, mysterious (something fishy 
going on). 0 fishiness n. 

fissile adj. 1 capable of undergoing nuclear fission. 
2 tending to split. 


fission e 7. 1 the action of dividing or splitting into 
two or more parts. 2 Physics = Nucvear rission. 3 Biol. 
the division of a cell into new cells as a mode of 
reproduction. @ unix @ tr. undergo or cause to 
undergo fission. [from Latin fisszo, related to rissure] 
O fissionable adj. 

fission bomb 7. an atom bomb. 

fissure e 7. 1 an opening, usu. long and narrow, 
made by cracking, splitting, or separation of parts. 
2 Bot. & Anat. a narrow opening in an organ etc., 
esp. a depression between convolutions of the 
brain. 3 a cleavage. @ wir, & intr split or crack. 
(based on Latin findere fiss- ‘to cleave’] 

fist n. a tightly closed hand. 0 make a good (or 
poor etc.) fist (foll. by at, of ) collog. make a good (or 
poor ete.) attempt at. [Old English] o fisted adj. 
(also in comb.). fistful n. (pl. -fuls). 

fisticuffs 7./. fighting with the fists. 

fistula zn. (//. fistulas or fistulae /-lee/) Med. an 
abnormal or surgically made passage between a 
hollow organ and the body surface or between two 
hollow organs. [Latin, literally ‘pipe, flute’] 0 fistu- 
lous ad). 

fit! @ adj. (fitter, fittest) 1 a well suited. b (foll. by fo 
+ infin.) qualified, competent, worthy. c (foll. by for, 
or fo + infin.) in a suitable condition, ready. d (foll. 
by for) good enough (ft_for a king). e (foll. by to + 
infin.) sufficiently exhausted, troubled, or angry ( fe 
to drop). 2 in good health or athletic condition. 
3 proper, becoming, right (if zs fit thal). @ v. (fitted, 
fitting) 1 a “7 (also absol.) be of the right shape and 
size for (the key doesn’t fit the lock; these shoes don’t fit). 
b ¢ make, fix, or insert (a thing) so that it is of the 
right size or shape (_fiuted shelves in the alcoves). ¢ intr. 
(of a component) be correctly positioned (that bit fits 
here). d tr. find room for (can’t fit another person on the 
bench). 2. tr. (foll. by for, or to+ infin.) a make suitable; 
adapt. b make competent ( filted him to be a priest). 
3 tr supply, furnish (fitted the boat with a new rudder). 
4 tr fik in place (fit a lock on the door). 5 tr. = fil on. 
6 i. befit, become (the punishment fits the crime). 


FISHING 


the end of the line. In freshwater fishing, 
the hook may be dis- 
guised as a fly. Weights 
regulate the depth of 

the hook: floats indicate 
when a fish has bitten. 
Once a fish is hooked, 
the line is reeled in and 
the fish is landed in a net. 


FISHING EQUIPMENT 


ee 


HOOK 


FOYsee FRESHWATER 
BATT 

ROD IN ‘ 

TWO PARTS ¥ 
Pe 


Fishing for sport is divided into two categories: freshwater 
and marine fishing. In both, a rod is used to cast a line 
into the water. Bait or a lure is fixed to a hook at 


lure vibrations of lure \ fish attracted by 


fitting 


7 tr. (often foll. by up) esp. Austral. secure enough 
(genuine or false) evidence to convict; frame. 
@ n. the way in which a garment, component, etc., 
fits (a bad fit; a tight fit). ead. (fol. by to + infin.) collog. 
in a suitable manner, appropriately (was laughing fil 
to bust). O fit the bill = fill the bill. fit im 1 be 
compatible or accommodating (éried to fit in with their 
plans). 2 find space or time for (the denisst fitted me in 
at the last minute). fit on Brit. try on (a garment). fit 
out (or up) equip. see (or think) fit decide or 
choose (a specified course of action). [Middle 
English] 0 fitly adv. fitness n. 

fit? n. 1 a sudden seizure of epilepsy, hysteria, 
apoplexy, fainting, or paralysis, with unconscious- 
ness or convulsions. 2 a sudden brief attack of an 
illness or of symptoms (fit of coughing). 3 a sudden 
short bout or burst (fit of energy; fit of giggles). 
4 collog. an attack of strong feeling (fit of rage). 
5 a capricious impulse; a mood (when the fit was on 
him). 0 by (or in) fits and starts spasmodically. 
give a person a fit collog. surprise or outrage him 
or her. have a fit collog. be greatly surprised or 
outraged. in fits laughing uncontrollably. [Old 
English fit ‘conflict’ | 

fitful adj. spasmodic or intermittent. 0 fitfully adv. 
fitfulness n. 

fitment n. (usu. in pl.) esp. Bri. a fixed item of furni- 
ture. 

fitted adj. 1 made to fill a space or cover something 
closely or exactly (a filted carpet). 2 esp. Brit. provided 
with appropriate equipment, fittings, etc. (a fited 
kitchen). 3 esp. Brit. built-in; filing an alcove etc. 
(fitted cupboards). 

fitter 7. 1 a person who supervises the cutting, 
fitting, altering, etc. of garments. 2 a mechanic 
who fits together and adjusts machinery. 

fitting e 7. 1 the process or an instance of having a 
garment ete. fitted (needed several frtungs). 2 a (in pl.) 
Bri. the fixtures and fitments of a building. b a piece 
of apparatus or furniture. @ adj. proper, becoming, 
night. o fittingly adv. fittimgness n. 


FRESHWATER FISHING 
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FLAG 


For centuries flags have been used as patriotic 
rallying points, as emblems, or as signals. All coun- 
tries have their own flag, as do many organizations. 
Flags are usually made from strongly coloured 

\ flag 
is divided into four quarters, called cantons: those 
near the flagstaff are the hoist cantons; those fur- 
thest away are the fly cantons. Ships use flags to 
communicate at sea via the international code of 
signals (shown below). Flags that represent a letter 
of the alphabet also convey a specific message. 


fabric and are mostly rectangular or square. 


flagstaff 4 | 
INTERNATIONAL CODE OF SIGNALS 


ALPHABET / MESSAGE FLAGS 


\ 7 DINER DOWN Joa swhil TcanasHiaih NGG ANS lies 
KEEP WELL CLEAR AND DISCHARGING (AFFIRMATIVE 1AM 
\T LOW SPEED DANGEROUS GOODS WII 


Fr / TAM DISABLED - G/T REQUIRE / | AAVE an 
COMMUNICATE A PILOT PILOT ON BOARD M 
WITH MI 
kK / 1 WISH TO L / YOU SHOL LD M / MY VESSEL IS 
CONATHENTC Ik STOP YOUR VESSEL STOPPED. MAKING 
(INSTA LY NO) WAS 
P / ALA. PERSONS  / MY VISS R / NO MEANING S 
REPAIR ON BOARD HEAD AY: 1 RLOUESI \R 
FREE PRAPEOU! s 


| REOUTRI aN 


RUNNIWG INTO VSS ee NIEDIC A 


beckel toggle 


I(K==5 
[i 
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tZ 


* STOP CARRYIN 


upper howst canton 


upper fly canton 


© lel 


lack 
lint 


| 
canvas 
sleeve lower hoist canton 
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lower fly canton 


\ halyard 


NUMBER FLAGS 


DSSTA LE TNS LOE TNT TR MLNS | 
MANOEUVRING MY COURSE TO | 
BOOIMEPICULDY STARBOARD 


tae 


AM DIRECTING J 7 1AM ON FIRE 


WGCOURSE it) SERP CEURAR 
POR Ol Nl 


N / NO 
NEGATINI 


© / MAN 
OVLRBOARD 


chief 


mullet 


bunting 


cloth 


mullet 


(five- 
pointed 
star) 


roundel 


base 
mullet 


PARTS O] \ FLAG (NATIONAL FLAG OF GRENADA) 
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/ MY ENGINES 1 / KEEP CLEAR 
L GOING FULL Or MI 
PEED ASTERN 


OU?L YOUR 
LISTEN Ta MY 


ANCHOR 


&§ {) 


/ 1AM 7 / 1 REQUIRI 
DRAGGING VTUG 


five 


flame 


five @ n. 1 one more than four. 2 a symbol for this 
(5, v, V). 3.a size etc. denoted by five. 4 a set or team 
of five individuals. 5 five o’clock. @ adj. that amount 
to five. [Old English] 

five-a-side e@ adj. designating football played with 
five players in each team. @ n. a game of five-a-side 
football. 

five-eighth ». Austral. & NZ Rugby either of two 
players between the scrum-half and the centre 
three-quarter. 

fivefold adj. © adv. 1 five times as much or as many. 
2 consisting of five parts. 3 amounting to five. 

five o’clock shadow 2. beard-growth visible on a 
man’s face in the latter part of the day. 

fiver 7. collog. 1 Brit. a five-pound note. 2.N. Amer a 
five-dollar bill. 

fives n. a game played esp. in the UK, in which a 
bail is hit with a gloved hand or a bat against the 
walls of a court with three walls (Eton fives) or 
four walls (Rugby fives). 

five senses 7.f/. (prec. by the) sight, hearing, smell, 
taste, and touch. 

five-star adj. of the highest class. 

fix ev. 1 & make firm or stable; fasten, secure ( fixed 
a picture to the wall). 2 tr. decide, settle, specify (a 
price, date, etc.). 3 & mend, repair. 4 /% implant 
in the mind (couldn't get the rules fixed in his head). 
5 tr. a (foll. by on, upon) direct steadily, set (one’s eyes, 
gaze, attention, or affection). b attract and hold (a 
person’s attention, eyes, etc.). ¢ (foll. by wzth) single 
out with one’s eyes etc. 6 ¢ place definitely, estab- 
lish. 7 ¢ determine the exact nature, position, etc., 
of; refer (a thing or person) to a definite place or 
time; identify, locate. 8 a t make (eyes, features, 
etc.) rigid. b intr. (of eyes, features, etc.) become 
rigid. 9 ir esp. V. Amer. collog. prepare (food or 
drink). 10 a i congeal. b mt, become congealed. 
11 ¢& collog. punish, kill, silence, deal with (a per- 
son). 12 ¢ collog. a secure the support of (a person) 
fraudulently, esp. by bribery. b arrange the result of | 
(a race, match, etc.) fraudulently. 13 slang a ir. inject 
(a persons esp. oneself) with a narcotic. b mir take 
an injection of a narcotic. 14 ¢ a make (a pigment, 
photographic image, etc.) fast or permanent. 
b Biol. preserve or stabilize (a specimen) prior to 
treatment or microscopic examination. 15 /& (of a 
plant or micro-organism) assimilate (nitrogen or 
carbon dioxide). @ 2. 1 collog. a dilemma or predica- 
ment. 2 a the act of finding one’s position by bear- 
ings or astronomical observations. b a position 
found in this way. 3 s/ang a dose of a narcotic drug 
to which one is addicted. 4 slang bribery; an illicit 
arrangement. O be fixed (usu. foll. by for) be dis- 
posed or affected (regarding) (how are you fixed for 
Friday’). fix on (or upon) choose, decide on. fix up 
1 arrange, alles prepare. 2 accommodclate. 
3 provide (a person) ( fexed me up with a job). 
[based on Latin oh ‘fixed, fastened’] 
D0 fixable adj. fixedly adv. fixedness n. 

fixate utr 1 direct one’s gaze on. 
2 Psychol. (usu. in passive) cause (a per- 
son) to acquire an abnormal attachment 
to persons or things (way fexated on his son). 

fixation n. 1 the act or an instance of 
being fixated. 2 an obsession, concentra- 
tion on a single idea. 3 fixing or being fixed. 
4 coagulation, 5 the process of assimilating a 
gas to form a solid compound. 

fixative e adj. tending to fix or secure. @ 2. a sub- 
stance used to fix colours, hair, biological 
specimens, etc. 

fixed-doh atirib.adj. (also fixed-do) applied to a 
system of sight-singing in which C is called 
‘doh’, D is called ‘ray’, etc., irrespective of 
the key in which they occur (cf. MovasLe 
bow). 

fixed point 7. Physics a well-defined repro- 
ducible temperature. 

fixed star see siar 7. 2. 

fixer n. 1 a person or thing that fixes. 2 Photog a 
substance used for fixing a photographic image etc. 


FLAG: 
YELLOW FLAG 
(Lris pseudacorus) 


3 collog. a person who makes arrange- 
ments, esp. of an illicit kind. 

fixing 7. 1 a method or means of fixing. { 
2 (in pl.) a US apparatus or equipment. 
b N. Amer. the trimmings or ingredients 
for a dish. 

fixity 7. 1 a fixed state. 2 permanence. 

fixture 7. 1 a something fixed in position. b (usu. 
predic.) collog, a person or thing confined to or estab- 
lished in one place (he seems to be a fixture). 
2 Brit. a a sporting event. b the date agreed for this. 
3 (in pl.) Law articles attached to a house or land 
and regarded as legally part of it. [based on Latin 
Sigere fix- ‘to fix] 

fizz e vintr. 1 make a hissing or spluttering sound. 
2 (of a drink) effervesce. @ n. 1 effervescence. 
2 collog. an effervescent drink, esp. champagne. 

fizzle e v.intr, make a feeble hiss. @ 7. such a sound. 
0 fizzle out end feebly. 

fizzy adj. (fizzier, fizziest) effervescent. a fizzi- 
ness 2. 

fjord /fi-ord/ n. (also fiord) a long narrow inlet of 
sea between high cliffs. > coasruine. [Norwegian] 

fl. abbr. 1 floor. 2 floruit. 3 fluid. 

flab n. collog. fat; flabbiness. 

flabbergast w/v (esp. as flabbergasted adj.) collog. 
overwhelm with astonishment; dumbfound. [18th- 
century coinage] 

flabby adj. (flabbier, flabbiest) 1 (of flesh etc.) 
hanging down; limp; flaccid. 2 (of language or 
character) feeble. [based on rar] O flabbily adv. 
flabbiness n. 

flaccid /flak-sid/ adj. 1 a (of flesh etc.) hanging 
loose or wrinkled; limp, flabby. b (of plant tissue) 
soft; less rigid. 2 relaxed, drooping. 3 lacking 
vigour; feeble. [from Latin flaccidus| 0 flaccidity n. 
flaccidly adv. 

flack var. of riax. [20th-century coinage] 

flag'e n. 1 a <a piece of cloth attachable by one 
edge to a pole or rope and used as a country’s 
emblem or as a standard, signal, etc. b a small 
toy, device, etc., resembling a flag 2 a device 
that is raised to indicate that a taxi is for hire. 
e v. (flagged, flagging) 1 mir a grow tired; lose 
vigour; lag (has energy flagged after the first lap). b hang 
down; droop. 2 tr. a place a flag on or over. b mark 
out ae or as if with a flag or flags. 3 ¢, a form 
(a person) by flag signals. b communicate (informa- 
tion) by flaggmg. 5 flag down signal to (a vehicle 
or driver) to stop. keep the flag flying continue 
the fight. []6th-century coinage] 0 flagger n. 

flag’ e x. 1 a flat usu. rectangular stone slab used 
for paving, 2 (in pi.) a pavement made of these. 
e ut. flagged, flagging) pave with flags. [from 
Old Norse /laga ‘slab of stone’] 

flag? 7. < any of various plants with sword- 
shaped leaves, esp. the yellow flag /ris pseuda- 

COrUS. 
Flag Day 7. US 14 June, the anniver- 
sary of the adoption of the Stars and 
Stripes in 1777. 
flag day x. Bri, a day on which money 
is raised for a charity by the sale of small 

paper flags etc. in the street. 

flagellant e 7. 1 a person who scourges himself 
or herself or others as a religious discipline. 2 a 
person who engages i flogging as a sexual stim- 
ulus. @ adj. of or concerning flagellation. [from 
Latin flagellant ‘whipping’ | 

flagellate’ v.i, scourge, flog (cf. LAGELLANT), 

flagellate* e adj. having flagella. @ n. a 
protozoan having one or more flagella. 

flagellation 7. the act or practice of 
flagellating others or (esp.) oneself, as a 
sexual stimulus or religious discipline. 

flagellum /fla-jel-iim/ nr. (//. flagella) 

1 Biol. a long lashlike appendage found esp. on 

microscopic organisms. > ALGA, BACTERIUM, SPERMATO- 

zoon. 2 Bol. a runner; a creeping shoot. (Latin, liter- 


ally ‘whip’] a flagellar adj. 


mouthpiece 


blowhole 


Singer hole 


FLAGEOLET: 
CARVED NATIVE AMERICAN FLAGEOLET 


flageolet' x. A a small flute blown at the end, like a 
recorder but with two thumb holes. [French] 

flageolet? n. a kind of French kidney bean. 
> purse. [from Latin phaseolus “bean’] 

flag of convenience 7. a foreign flag under which 
a ship is registered. 

flag-officer 7. an admiral, vice admiral, or rear 
admiral, or the commodore of a yacht club. 

flag of truce n. a white flag indicating a desire 
for a truce. 

flagon 7. 1 a large bottle in which wine, cider, etc., 
is sold, usu. holding 1.13 litres (about 2 pints). 2 a 
large vessel usu. with a handle, spout, and lid, to 
hold wine etc. [from Late Latin flasco -onzs ‘flask’] 

flagpole 7. = rcstare. 

flagrant adj. (of an offence or an offender) glaring; 
notorious; scandalous. [from Latin flagrant- ‘blaz- 
ing’| Go flagrancy n. flagrantly adv. 

flagship 7. 1 a ship having an admiral on board. 
2 something that is held to be the best or most 
important of its kind. 

flagstaff 7. a pole on which a flag may be hoisted. 

flagstone 7. = rac? n. 

flail e n. a threshing tool consisting of a wooden 
staff with a short heavy stick swinging from it. 
e ». 1 & beat or strike with or as if with a flail. 
2 intr. wave or swing wildly. [Old English] 

flair 7. 1 an instinct for selecting or performing 
what is excellent, useful, etc. 2 talent or ability, esp. 
artistic or stylistic. [based on French jflazer ‘to 
smell’] 

flak 7x. (also flack) 1 anti-aircraft fire. 2 adverse 
criticism; abuse. [German, abbreviation of Flug- 
(zeug)abwehrkanone ‘anti-aircraft gun’ | 

flake e 7. 1 aa small thin light piece of snow. b a 
sumilar piece of another material. 2 a thin broad 
piece of material peeled or split off. 3 Archaeol. a 
piece of hard stone chipped off and used as a tool. 
4 a natural division of the flesh of some fish. 5 the 
dogfish or other shark as food. 6 N. Amer. slang a 
crazy, eccentric, or dim person. @ v.t, G intr 1 take 
off or come away in flakes. 2 sprinkle with or fall in 
snowlike flakes. o flake out collog. fall asleep or 
drop from exhaustion; faint. [Middle English] 

flak jacket n. ¥ a protective jacket of heavy camou- 
flage fabric reinforced with metal, worn by 
soldiers ete. 

flaky adj. (flakier, 
flakiest) 1 of or like 
flakes; separating eas- 
ily into flakes. 2 esp. 
\. Amer. slang crazy, 


eccentric. BO flaki- 
ness 7. 

flaky pastry 7. 
pastry consist- 
ing of thin light 
layers. 

flambé /flom- 


bay/ adj. (of food) 
covered with al- 
cohol and set 

alight briefly. 

[French] 

flamboyant adj. 1 ostentatious; showy. 2 floridly 
decorated. 3 gorgeously coloured. [French, literally 
‘blazing’] 0 flamboyance 7. flamboyantly adv. 

flame e 7. 1 a ignited gas (fhe fire burni with a steady 
flame). b one portion of this (the flame flickered and 
died). ¢ (usu. in pl.) visible combustion (burst into 
flames). 2 a a bright light; brilliant colouring. b a 
brilliant orange-red colour. 3 a strong passion, 
esp. love (fan the flame). b collog. a bovtricnd 


FLAK JACKET 


a) 


flamenco 


girlfriend. e@ 2 1 inf; G tr emit or cause to emit 
flames. 2 int, a (of passion) break out. b (of a 
person) become angry. 3 inf shine or glow like 
flame (leaves flamed in the autumn Sun). 4 tr subject to 
the action of flame. 0 go up in flames be 
consumed by fire. [from Latin flamma] 0 flameless 
adj. lamelike adj. 

flamenco 7”. (//. -os) 1 a style of music played (esp. 
on the guitar) and sung by Spanish gypsies. 2 a 
dance performed to this music. [Spanish, literally 
‘Flemish | 

flameproof adj. treated so as to be non-flammable. 

flame-thrower 7. (also flame-projector) a 
weapon for throwing a spray of flame. 

flaming aitrib.ad. 1 emitting flames. 2 very hot 
( flaming June). 3 collog. a passionate (a flaming row’). 
b expressing annoyance (hat flaming dog). 4 brightly 
coloured (flaming red hair). 

. flamingo 7. < 
(pl. -os or -oes) 


FLAMINGO: any tall long- 
LESSER FLAMINGO necked = web- 
{Phoeniconatas minor) footed wading 


bird of the family 
Phoenicopteridae, 
with crooked bill and 
pink, scarlet, and black 
plumage. [from Provengal 
flamenc ‘flaming one’} 
flammable ad). inflammable. [re- 
lated to manu] O flammability 7. 


a Usage Flammable is used because in 
flammable can be mistaken for a negative 
(the true negative being non-/lammable). 


flan 7. 1 a pastry case with a savoury 
or sweet filling. 2 a sponge base with a 
sweet topping. [via Old French flaon 

and medieval Latin //ado -onis from 

Frankish] 

flange Fngin. @ n. a projecting 
flat rim, collar, or rib, used for strengthening or 
attachment. @ wfr provide with a flange. [17th- 
century coinage] 

flank e 7. 1 a the side of the body between the nbs 
and the hip. b the side of an animal carved as meat 
( flank of beef). 2 the side of a mountain, building, 
etc. 3 the right or left side of an army or other body 
of persons. @ ul 1 (often in passive) be situated at 
both sides of (a road flanked by mountains). 2 Mil. 
a guard or strengthen on the flank. b menace the 
flank of. [middle English via Old French flanc from 
Frankish] 

flannele». laa kind of woven woollen fabric, usu. 
without a nap. b (in f/.) flannel garments, esp. 
trousers. 2 Brit. a small usu. towelling cloth, used 
for washing oneself. 3. Brit. slang nonsense: flattery 
e « (flannelled, flannelling; ['S flanneled, 
flanneling) 1 Bri. s/ang a tv flatter. b intr use flat- 
tery. 2 ¢, wash or clean with a flannel. 

flannelette 7. a napped cotton fabric imitating 
flannel. 

flap e :. (flapped. flapping) 1 a /, move 
(wings, the arms, ete.) up and down when 
flying, or as if flying. b wilr (of wings, the 
arms, ete. move up and down. 2. mer. 
collog. be agitated or panicky. 3 inix. swing 
or sway about; flutier, 4 ér (usu. foll. by 
away, off ) strike (Mies etc.) with something 
broad; drive. 5. itr collog. (of ears) listen 
intently. @ 7. ba piece of cloth, wood, 
paper, etc. hinged or attached by one side 
only and often used to cover a gap. 2 one 
up-and-down motion of a wing, an arm, 
eters collog. a state of agilation; pani 
(dont get into a_flap), 4 a hinged or slicing 
section of a wing used to control lift. 5 a 
light blew with something — broad. 
[Middle English] o flappy ad) 

flapdoodle x. 


century comage | 


collog. nonsense 


[1 9th- 


FLASHGUN 


flat iron 


flapjack 7. 1 a cake made from oats and golden 
syrup etc. 2 \. Amer. a pancake. 

flapper 7. 1 a person or thing that flaps. 2 an 
instrument that is flapped to hill flies, scare birds, 
etc. 3 a person who panics easily. 4 slang (in the 
1920s) a young unconven- ,, 
tional or lively woman. | 

flare @ v. 1 intr G ft widen 
or cause to widen gradually 
( flared trousers). 2. intr, @ tr. burn 
or cause to burn suddenly with 
a bright unsteady flame. 3 inér. 
burst into anger; burst forth. 
en. 1 aa dazzling irregular 
flame or light. b a sudden out- 


case 
burst of flame. 2 apa signal containing 
hight used at sea. b a bright firing 
light used as a signal. ca flame ELV Uniat 
dropped from an aircraft to 
illuminate a target etc. 3 Alstron. 
a sudden burst of radiation 
° ‘ e FLARE 
from a star. > Sun. 4 a a grad- Wnen 
ual widening, esp. of a skirt sine: 


or trousers. b (in pi.) wide- 
bottomed trousers. 0 flare up 
1 burst into a sudden blaze. 2 become suddenly 
angry or active. [| 6th-century coinage| 
flare-path x. an area illuminated to enable an 
aircraft to land or take off. 


MECHANISM 


flare-up n. an outburst of flame, anger, activity, etc. 

flash e:. 1 inf; G tr emit or reflect or cause to emit 
or reflect light briefly, suddenly, or intermittently: 
gleam or cause to gleam. 2 mx break suddenly into 
flame; give out flame or sparks. 3 é send or reflect 
like a sudden flame (his eyes flashed frre). 4 intr. a burst 
suddenly into view or perception (the explanation 
flashed upon me). b move swittly (the train flashed through 
the station). 5 tr. a send (news etc.) by radio, tele- 
graph, etc. ( flashed a message wo her). b signal to (a 
person) by shining lights or headlights briefly. 
6 ¢ collog. show ostentatiously (flashed her wedding 
ring). 7 mir. slang indecently expose oneself. @ x. La 
sudden bright light or flame. 2 a very brief tume; an 
instant (all over in a flash). 3 aa briet, sudden burst of 
feeling (a flash of hope). b a sudden display (of wit, 
understanding, etc.). 4= vewstiash. 5 Photog = riysi- 
Guy. 6 Brt, Mil. a coloured patch of cloth on a 
uniform etc. as a distinguishing emblem. 7 vulgar 
display, ostentauon. 8 a bright patch of colour. 
@ ad. Brit. collog. 1 gaudy; showy (a flash car). 2 con- 
nected with thieves, the underworld, etc. 0 flash 
in the pan a promising start followed by failure 
(from the priming of old guns). [Middle English, 
originally with reference to the rushing of water] 

flashback 7. a scene in a film, novel, etc. set in a 
time earlier than the main action. 


flashbulb 7. Photog a bulb for a flashgun. 
flash burn 7. a burn caused by sudden intense heat, 
esp. from a nuclear explosion. 
flash-cube 7. a set of four flashbulbs arranged as a 
cube and operated in turn. 
flasher n. 1 s/ang a man who indecently exposes 
himself. 2 a an automatic 
device for switching lights 
man rapidly on and off. b a sign 
flash or signal using this. 3 a per- 
tuhr son or thing that flashes. 
flash flood 7. a sudden local 
flood due to heavy rain etc 
flashgun 1. <a device pro- 
ducing a flash of intense 
light, used for photograyph- 
ing by night, indoors, ete. 


adjustable 
head 


auxiliary 

light 

flashing 7. a usu. metallic 
strip used to prevent water 
penetration at the junction 
of a roof with a wall ete. 


external 
hatler 
sockel 
flash lamp 27. a portable 
flashing electric lamp. 
flashlight 7. an 


torch. 


connection 
for camera electric 


hol shor 


flash memory 2. Computing a type of memory 
device that retains data in the absence of a power 
supply. 

flashpoint 7. 1 the temperature at which vapour 
from oil etc. will ignite in air’ 2 the point at which 
anger, indignation, etc. becomes uncontrollable. 

flash unit 7. = FLASHGUN. 

flashy adj. (flashier, flashiest) showy; gaudy; 
cheaply attractive. 0 flashily adv. flashiness n. 

flask 7. 1 » a narrow-necked 
bulbous bottle for wine etc. or 

as used in chemistry, 2 = ue 
mask. 3 Brit. = VACUUM FLASK. 
[from medieval Latin, related to 
FLAGON] f 

flat' @ adj. (flatter, flattest) 1 
1 a horizontally level (a flat 

roof). b even; smooth; un- 
broken; without projection 
or indentation (a flat stom- 
ach). c with a level surface 
and little depth; shallow 
(a flat cap, a flat heel). 
2 unqualified; down- 
right (a flat refusal). 
3 a dull; lifeless; monot- 
onous (spoke in a flat tone). 
b dejected. 4 (of a fizzy 
drink) having lost its 

effervescence. 5 Brit. (of an accumulator, a battery, 
etc.) having exhausted its charge. 6 us. a below 
true or normal pitch (the wolins are flat). b (of a key) 
having a flat or flats in the signature. c (as B flat, E 
flat, etc.), a semitone lower than B, E, etc. > Nora- 
lion. 7 (of paint etc.) not glossy; matt. 8 (of a tyre) 
punctured; deflated. 9 (of a market, prices, etc.) 
inactive; sluggish. 10 of or relating to flat racing, 
@ adv. 1 lying at full length; spread out (/ay flat on the 
Hor; flal against the wall). 2 collog. a completely, 
absolutely ( flat broke). b exactly (an five minutes flat). 
3 Afus. below the trué or normal pitch (always sings 
flat), @ n. 1 the flat part of anything (the flat of the 
hand). 2 level ground, esp. a plain or swamp. 3 Afus. 
a a note lowered a semitone below natural pitch. 
b the sign (|) indicating this. 4 {as the flat) Bril. a 
flat racing. b the flat racing season. 5 Theatr. a flat 
section of scenery rhounted on a frame. 6 collog. a 
flat tyre, a puncture. @ uér (flatted, flatting) 
1 make flat, flatten (esp. in technical use). 2 U/S Mus. 
make (a note) flat. o fall flat fail to live up to 
expectations; not win applause. flat out 1 at 
top speed. 2 using all one’s strength, energy, or 
resources. that’s flat vollog. let there be no doubt 
about it. [from Old Norse flatr] 0 flatly adv. flat- 
ness 7. flattish ad). 


FLASK USED VOR 
CHEMICAL EXPLRIMENT 


flat? n. a set of rooms, usu. on one floor, used as a 
residence. [alteration of obsolete flet ‘floor, 
dwelling] o flatlet n. 

flatfish 7. (/. usu. samc) ¥ any marine fish of vari- 

ous families having an asymmetric appearance 

with both eyes on one side of a flattened body, 
including halibut, plaice 
sole, flounders, ete 


FLATFISH: 
PAGIFIG HALIBUT 
(Aippoglossus stenolepis) 


flat foot ». a foot with an arch that is lower than 
normal. 

flat-footed adj. 1 having flat feet. 2 collog. down- 
right. positive. 3 collog. unprepared; off guard 
(was caught flat-footed) flat-footedly adv. flat- 
footedness pn. 


flat iron ». fist. an iron heated externally and used 
for pressing clothes etc. 


flatline flicker 


flatline vinir. collog. die. {with reference to the flea-bitten adj. 1 bitten by or infested with fleas. sinful. 3 the pulpy substance of a fruit or a plant. 


continuous straight line displayed on a heart moni- 2 shabby. | 4a the visible surface of the human body. b = rts 
tor when a person dies] fleadh 2. a festival of Irish or Celtic music, dancing, cotour. 5 animal or human life. e vf, embody in 
flatmate 7. Bri. a person in relation to one or more and culture. [from Irish jleadh ceot/ ‘music festival’| | flesh. 0 flesh out make or become substantial. in 
others living in the same flat. flea market 7. a street market selling second-hand ,_ the flesh in bodily form, in person. sins of the 
flat race n. a horse race over level ground, as opposed goods etc. flesh unchastity. the way of all flesh experience 
to a steeplechase or hurdles. o flat racing n. fleapit n. Bri. a dingy dirty place, esp. a run-down common to all humankind. [Old English] o flesh- 
flatten v, 1 f. G intr. make or become flat. 2 i collog. cinema. less aq. F 
a humiliate. b knock down. 0 flattener n. , fleck @ n. 1 a small patch of colour or light (eyes with flesh and blood e x. 1 the body or its substance. 
flatter wiz 1 compliment unduly esp. for gain or _ green flecks). 2 a small particle or speck. 3 a spot on 2 humankind. 3 human es esp. as being fall- 
advantage. 2 (usu. zefl.; usu. foll. by that+ clause) the skin; a freckle. @ v.éx mark with flecks. ible. @ aaj. actually living, not imaginary or super- 
congratulate or delude (oneself etc.) (I flatter myself flection var. of FLEXION. natural. G one’s own flesh and blood near 
that I can sing). 3 a (of a colour, a style, etc.) make Jeg past and past part. of rier. relatives, descendants. 


flesh colour n. a light brownish pink. o flesh- 
coloured adj. 

fleshly adj. (fleshlier, fleshliest) 1 (of desire etc.) 
bodily; sensual. 2 mortal, not divine. 3 worldly. 


(a person) appear to the best advantage. b (esp. of a 
portrait, a painter, etc.) represent too favourably. 
4 make (a person) feel honoured. [Middle English] 
O flatterer n. flattering aq. flatteringly ado. 


fledge «. 1 iniz. (of a bird) grow feathers. 2 i provide 
(an arrow) with feathers. 3 f. bring up (a young 
bird) until it can fly. 4 i (as fledged adj.) a able to 
fly. b independent; mature. 5 tr deck or provide 


flattery 7x. (fl. -ies) 1 exaggerated or insincere with feathers or down. [Old English] fleshpots 7./. luxurious living (Exod. 16:3). 
praise. 2 the act or an instance of flattering. fledgling 1. (also fledgeling) 1 a young bird. 2 an flesh tints 7.f/. flesh colours as rendered by a 
flatulent ad. 1 a causing formation of gas in the inexperienced person. : painter. 


alimentary canal. b caused by or suffering from g., ,, (past and past part. fled) 1 intr, a run away. flesh wound n. a wound not reaching a bone or a 


this. 2 (of speech etc.) inflated, pretentious. b seck safety by fleeing. 2 #& run away from: vital organ. 
[French] 6 flatulence They leave abruptly; shun ( fled the room; fled his attentions). fleshy adj. (fleshier, fleshiest) 1 plump, fat. 2 of 
flatus /flay-tis/ n. wind in or from the stomach 3 intr. vanish. [Old English] flesh, without bone. 3 (of plant or fruit tissue) pulpy. 


or bowels. [Latin, literally ‘a breath’] fleece © 7. 1 y a the woolly covering of a sheep 4 like flesh. 0 fleshiness n. 


flatware n. 1 esp. Brit. plates, saucers, etc. 2.N. Amer. or a similar animal. b the amount of wool sheared fleur-de-lis /fler dé lee/ n. (also fleur-de-lys) ( p/. 
domestic cutlery. from a sheep at one time. 2 something resembling _—‘fleurs- pronunc. same) 1 the ins flower. 2 Heraldry 
flatworm 7. any worm of the phylum Platy- | a fleece, esp. a soft warm fabric with a pile, apa lily composed of three petals bound together 
helminthes, having a flattened body and no body | used esp. as a lining. @ wir 1 (often foll. by of) strip near their bases. b the former royal 
cavity or blood vessels. {a person) of money, valuables, etc.; swindle. arms of France. [from Old French 
flaunt v.tr. & inir. 1 display ostentatiously (oneself or 2 remove the fleece from {a sheep etc.); shear. flour de lys “Mower of the lily’] 
one’s finery); show off; parade (liked to flaunt his gold 3 cover as if with a flew ast of roy’. 


cuff-links, flaunted themselves before the crowd). 2 wave 
or cause to wave proudly ( flaunted the banner). [1 6th- 
century coinage] 


fleece (a sky fleeced flex’ vt G intr 1 bend (a 
with clouds). [Old joint, limb, etc.) or be bent. 
English] 0 fleeced 2 move (a muscle) or (of a 
adj. (also in comb.). muscle) be moved to bend a 
joint. [from Latin flectere flex- 
‘to bend’| 

flex? n. Bril. a flexible insulated 
cable used for carrying electric 
current to an appliance. 

flexible ad). 1 able to bend FLEUR-DE-LIS 

without breaking; _ pliable. 

2 manageable. 3 adaptable; variable (works flexible 
hours). [from Latin flexibilis| 0 flexibility n. flexi- 

bly adv. 
flexion 7. (also flection) 1 the act of bending 
or the condition of being bent, esp. of a ihmb or 
joint. 2 a bent part; a curve. [from Latin flexo, 


FLEECE BEING 
SHEARED FROM 
A SHEEP 


a Usage Flaunt should not be confused with flout, 
which means ‘to disobey contemptuously’. 


flautist n. a flute-player. [from Italian /lautsta] 

flavour (US flavor) e 7. 1 2 distinctive mingled 
sensation ,of smell and taste (a cheesy flavour). 2 an 
indefinable characteristic quality (music wath a ro- 
mantic flavour). 3 (usu. foll. by of) a slight admixture 
of a quality (the flavour of failure hangs over the enter- 
prise). 4 esp. US = riavourine. @ v.t7 give flavour 
to; season. D flavour of the month (or week) 

a temporary trend or fashion. [from Old French 
flaor| 0 flavourful adj. flavourless ad). flavour- 
some ad). 


% 


flavouring 7. (US flavoring) a substance used to ’ . F ; related to rLex'] 
flavour food or drink. : Heecy ag feecier, fleeciest) Vor or like a Nestea ae amie 7 (N. Amer. also flextime) 1 a system of 
flaw'e n. 1 an imperfection; a blemish (has @ charac- L Baa ea ae eee C working a set number of hours with the starting 
ter without a flaw). 2 a crack or similar fault (the cup has fleet’ n. a a number of warships under one and finishing times chosen within agreed limits by 
a flaw). 3 Law an invalidating defect commander-in-chief. b (prec. by ¢he) all the the employee. 2 the hours worked riers way. 


in a lecal matter. @ wir @& intr warships and merchant ships of a nation. 2 a 


: alae : : flexor n. (in full flexor muscle) a muscle that 
crack; damage; spoil. [Middle number of ships, aircraft, buses, lorries, taxis, etc. 
: (Hey k . 


bends part of the body. [modern Latin, related to 


English] 0 flawless ad). flaw- operating together or owned by one proprietor. el 
lessly adv. flawlessness n. [Old English /léot ‘ship, shipping’ aaa nae 28 
flaw? n. a squall of wind. fleet? adj. poet. or literary swift; nimble. [probably flibbertigibbet 7. a gossiping, frivolous, or restless 


flax n. 1 a a bluc-flowered plant, from Old Norse] 0 fleetly adv. fleetness 7. [sieisie te 


Linum usitatissimum, cultivated for its Fleet Admiral n. US= Apmirat or THE Fier. flick en. 1 aa light sharp blow with a whip etc 


b the sudden release of a bent finger or thumb, esp. 


textile fibre and its seeds (sce tinscev). Fleet Air Arm 7. /ust. the aviation service of the to propel a small object. 2 a sudden movement or 
b a plant resembling this. 2 < flax Royal Navy. - jerk. 3 a quick turn of the wrist in playing games, 
fibres. [Old English| fleet-footed ad). nimble; fast on one’s feet. esp. in throwing or striking a ball. 4a slight, sharp 
flaxen adj. 1 of flax. 2 (of hair) fleeting ad}. transitory; brief. 0 fleetingly adv. sound. 5 collog. a a cinema film. b (in pl: prec. by 
coloured like dressed flax; pale Fleet Street n. 1 the London press. 2 British the) Brit. the cinema. @ v. 1 i strike or move with a 
yellow. journalism or journalists. flick ( flicked the ash off his cigar). 2 tr. give a flick with 
flaxseed 7. linseed. Fleming 7. 1 a native of medieval Flanders in the (a whip, towel, etc.). 3 intr, make a flicking move- 


flay vf 1 strip the skin or hide off, Low Countries. 2 a member of a Flemish-speaking ment or sound. O flick through I turn over (cards, 
esp. by beating 2 criticize severely. people inhabiting N. and W. Belgium. [Old English] pages, etc.). 2 a turn over the pages etc. of, by a 

3 peel off (skin, bark, etc.). [Old English] Flemish e adj. of or relating to Flanders. rapid movement of the fingers. b look cursorily 
flea 7. » a small wingless jumping insect of e n. the language of the Flemings. [from through (a book etc.). [Middle Enghsh] 


FLAX FIBRES 


the order Siphonaptera, feeding on blood. Middle Dutch| flicker e v.iniz. 1 (of light) shine unsteadily. 2 (of a 
> insect, O a flea in one’s ear a sharp flesh e 7. 1 a the soft substance flame) burn unsteadily, alternately flaring and 
reproof. [Old English] laterally between the skin and bones dying down. 3 a (of a flag, a reptile’s tongue, an 
fleabag 7. slang a shabby or un- cart compressed of an animal or a human. eyelid, etc.) move or wave to and fro; quiver. b (of 
: : ee yee ig body : yee | ; : 
attractive person or thing. t,o b plumpness; fat (has put on flesh). the wind) blow hghuy and unsteadily. 4 (of hope 
fleabane n. any of various plants of = c archaic meat, esp. excluding etc.) waver. @ 7. 1 a flickering movement or light. 
the genus /nula or Pulicana (daisy poultry, game, and offal. 2 the body as opposed 2a brief spell of hope, recognition, etc. G flicker 
family), formerly thought to repel fleas. to the mind or the soul, esp. considered as out die away after a final flicker. [Old English] 


405 


flick knife 


flick knife n. Brit. <a weapon with a 
blade that springs out from the 
handle when a button is pressed. 

flier var of rivix. 

F | # 5 

lock and | =% flight' n. 1 a the act or manner of 

releass {ving through the air siuded wallow 

calih fight .b the movement or passage of 
oe = a projecale ete. through the air ithe 
fught of an arrow). 2 aa journey made | 
through the air or in space. b a time- 
tabled journey made by an airline. 
ec an RAF or USAF unit of about six 
aircraft. 3 a a flock of birds, insects, 
etc. b a migration. 4 (usu. foll. by of) 
a series, esp. of stairs between floors, 
or of hurdles across a racetrack. 5 a 
mental or verbal excursion or sally (a 
flight of fany. 6 the trajectory and 
pace of a ball in games. 7 the dis- 
tance that a bird, aircraft, or missile 
can fly. 8 (usu. fol. by of a volley 
(a flight of arrows). 9 the tail of a dart. 
> pArT. Oin the first (or top) flight 
taking a leading place. [Old English, 
related to riyv'| 

flight? ». 1 the act or manner of flee- 
ing. 2 a hasty retreat. 0 put to flight 
cause to flee. take (or take to) flight 
flee. [Old English, related to Fit] 

flight attendant n. a 
stewardess on an aeroplane. 

flight bag ». a small zipped shoulder bag carried by 
air travellers. 


blade -_ 


frp 


sp ike 


FLICK 
KNIFE 


steward o1 


flight control 7. an internal or external system 
directing the movement of aircraft. 
flight deck n. 1 the deck of an aircraft carrier used 
for take-off and landing, 2 the accommodation for 
the pilot, navigator, et. in an aircraft 
flight feather 7. any of the large primary or 
secondary feathers in a bird’s wing. supporting it 
in flight. > reaTHEr, owl 
flightless ad. < (of a bird 
ame etc.) naturally unable to fly. 
C flight lieutenant 7. an RAF 
%, officer next in rank 
squadron leader. 
flight path 7. the planned 
course of an aircraft or 
spacecraft. 
flight recorder 7. > a de- 
vice in an aircraft to record 


FLIGHTLESS 
BIRD: OSERICH 
(Struthio cameltus) 


belc yw 


technical details during a 
flight. 

flight sergeant 7. a non- 

commissioned officer in the RAF 


ranking ahove chief technician. 
H flighty ad. (flightier, flightiest) 
1 (usu. of a girl) frivolous, fickle, 


= changeable. 2 crazy. o flightily 
'™s adv. flightiness n 
flamflam 7. 1 a trifle: nonsense: idle talk. 2 hum- 


bug; deception. 0 flamflammery n. 

flimsy e adj. (flimsier. flimsiest) 1 insubstantial, 
easily damaged (a flimsy structure). 2 (of 
etc.) unconvincing (a flimsy pretext). 3 paltry; trivial; 
superficial (a flimsy play). 4 (of clothing) thin (a flimsy 
blouse). @ n. (pl. -ies) Brit. 1 a very thin paper. b a 
document, esp. a copy, made on this. 2 a flimsy 
thing. esp. wome [18th-century 
coinage] O flimsily adv. flimsiness 7. 

flinch 
blow ete.; wince 
shrink, turn aside 
French flenchi | 

fling @ v. (past and past p 
van object) forcefully 


an excuse 


ns unde rwear. 
ntr. 1 draw back in pain or expectation of a 
2 ‘often followed by from) give way: 

flinched from his duty). [from Old 
t. flung) I f throw or hurl 
a (usu. foll. by ito) rush 


headlong (into a person’s arms, a train, etc.). b (usu. 
foll. by nfo) embark wholeheartedly ton an enter- 
prise). 3 t utter (words) forcefully. 4 &% (usu. foll. by 
oul) suddenly spread (the arms). 5 7 (loll m, off 


Nb 


float 


put on or take off (clothes) carelessly or rapidly. , flip chart n. a large pad erected on a stand and 


flung inte jail;. 8 fh. (fol. by away discard 
thoughtlessly (flung away their reputation). / 
@ on. Tian act or instance of flinging: 
a throw; a phinge, 2 a spell of indulgence 
or wild behaviour shes fad his fling. 
3 an impetuous, whirling Scottish dance, 
esp. the Highland fling, [Middle Enelish 
. perhaps from Old Norse] 
| oflinger n. 
flint x. 1 a a hard grey 
stone of nearly pure silica 
occurring naturally as 
nodules or bands in 
chalk. b < a piece of 
this esp. as flaked or ground to 
form a primitive tool or weapon. 
2 a piece of hard alloy of rare-earth 
metals used to give an igniting spark 


FLINT 


BLADE flint used with steel to produce fire 


4 anything hard and unyielding. 
{Old English] 0 flinty adj. (flintier, flintiest). 
flintlock 7, hist. 1 ¥ an old type of gun fired by a 
spark from a flint. > siunpersuss. 2 the lock produ- 
cing such a spark, 


cock 


(holds flint) 


hari 


\ trigger = FLINTLOCK — ramrod 


brass butt OL 


flip‘e v. (flipped, flipping) 1 / flick (a coin, pellet, 
etc.) with a quick movement so that it spins in the 
air. 2 a strike or flick (a person’s ear, cheek, etc.) 
lightly or smartly. b move (a fan, whip etc.) with a 
sudden jerk. 3 & turn (a small object) over. 
4 intr a make a flicking noise with the fingers 
b (foll. by at) strike smartly at. 5 inéx slang become 
suddenly angry, excited, or enthusiastic. e n. 1 a 
smart light blow; a flick. 2 Brit. collog. a a short pleas- 
ure flight in an aircraft. b a quick tour etc. @ ad). 
collog. glib; fhppant. 0 flip one’s lid s/ang 1 lose 
self-control. 2 go mad. flip through = flick through. 

flip? n. 1 a drink of heated beer and spirit. 2 = scx 


NOG, 


6 int, go angrily or violently; rush (flung out of the | 
room). 7 tv. put or send suddenly or violently (was 


, thong 


FLIP-FLOP: 
PAIR OF RUBBER 
FLIP-FLOPS 


in a cigarette lighter etc. 3 a piece of 


bound so that one page can be turned over at the 
top to reveal the next. 
flip-flop 7. 1 <a usu. plastic or rubber sandal 
with a thong between the big and second 
toc. 2 an electronic switching circuit 
changed from one stable state to another, or 
through an unstable state back to its stable 
state, by a triggering pulse. 
flippant ad). weating scrious things lightly; 
disrespectful. 0 flippancy 2. flippantly adv. 
flipper 7. 1 a broadened limb of a turtle, 
penguin, etc., used in swimming, 
> cetackan. 2 ® a flat rubber etc. 
attachment worn on the foot for 
underwater swimming, 3 slang a 
hand. 
flipping ad). & adi. Brit. slang expressing 
annoyance, or as an intensifier (he flip- 
ping beat me). 
flip side x. culloy. 1 the less important 
side of a gramophone record. 2 the 
reverse or a concomitant of a thing. 
flirt e vintr 1 (usu. foll. by with) 
behave in a frivolously amorous or : 
& 


sexually enticing manner. 2 (usu. foll. 

by wh) a superficially interest | 

oneself (with an idea etc.). b trifle _ 

(with danger etc.). @ 7. a person who FLIPPER 
indulges in flirting. o flirta- 

tion 7. flirtatious cad). flirtatiously adv. 
flirtatiousness 7. flirty ad. (flirtier, 

flirtiest). 

flit e v.znér, (flitted, flitting) 1 move lightly, softly, or 
rapidly (_flitted from one room to another). 2 make short 
flights ( flitted from branch to branch). 3 Brit. collog. leave 
one’s house etc. secretly to escape creditors etc. 
4 esp. Sc. & Engl. change one’s home. @ 7. 1 an act 
of flitting. 2 (also moonlight flit) a secret change 
of abode in order to escape creditors etc. [from 
Old Norse fiya] 0 flitter nx. 

flitch x. 1 a side of bacon. 2 a slab of outer timber 
from a tree unk. [Old English] 

flitch beam 7. a compound beam, esp. of an iron 
plate between two slabs of wood. 

flitter vir. flit abouk; flutter. [related to rut] 

flitter-mouse 7. = 41°. 

float ev. Lb int: G tv a rest or move or cause (a buoy- 
ant object) to rest or moye on the surface of a liquid 
without sinking. b get afloat or set (a stranded 
ship) afloat. 2 inir. drift (the clouds floated high up). 


| SLT aa) a > 
FLIGHT RECORDER 
Most modern aircraft, whether military or 
| civilan, carry a flight data recorder, often 
| known as a ‘black box’. The box records 
| data from the main operating systems of 


_ front 


Cover 


carrying connection lo 


handle aurcraft system 


recording motor | 


PRONT VIEW OF FLIGHT 
VAG Cah ( 


the aircraft, and tapes conversations inside 
the flight deck. Data is stored on magnetic 
tape inside a strong titanium case, which 
protects it from impact and fire damage. 


fitanium 
alloy case 


kevlar lining (insulates 
, against heat from frre) 


data-recording tape 


RECORDER 


ASING PARTIALLY REMOVE) 


floatation 


flotsam 


3 intr, collog. move im a leisurely or casual way. 4 intr 
(often foll. by i) move or be suspended freely in a 
liquid or a gas. 5 @ a bring (a company etc.) into 
being. b offer (stock, shares, etc.) on the stock 
market. 6 Commerce a intr. (of currency) be allowed 
to have a fluctuating exchange rate. b # cause 
(currency) to float. 7 it: & tr circulate or cause (a 
rumour or idea) to circulate. 8 ¢ waft (a buoyant 
object) through the air. e 7. 1 a thing that floats, 
esp.: a a raft. b a cork or quill on a fishing line as an 
indicator of a fish biting. c a cork supporting the 
edge of a fishing net. d a hollow or inflated part or 
organ supporting an organism in the water. e a 
hollow structure fixed underneath an_ aircraft 
enabling it to float on water. f a floating device on 
the surface of water, petrol, etc., controlling the 
flow. 2 Brit. a small usu. electrically powered 
vehicle (milk float). 3 a platform mounted on 
a lorry and carrying a display in a proces- 
sion etc. 4 a Brit. a sum of money used 
at the beginning of a period of selling in 
a shop, a féte, etc. to provide change. 
b petty cash. 5 (in sing. or pl.) Brit. Theatr. 
footlights. 6 a tool used for smoothing 
plaster. [Old English] o floatable adj. 
floatability 7. floater n. 

floatation var. of rLortion. 

floating ad. not settled in a definite 
place; variable (the floating population). 

floating anchor 7. a sea anchor. 

floating bridge 7. 1 a bridge on pontoons etc. 2 a 
ferry working on chains. 

floating dock 7. a floating structure usable as a dry 
dock. 

floating kidney 7. 1 an abnormal condition in 
which the kidneys are unusually movable. 2 such 
a kidney. 

floating point 7. Computing a decimal point that 
does not occupy a fixed position in the numbers 
processed. 

floating rib 7. any of the lower ribs, which are not 
attached to the breastbone. 

floating voter 7. a voter without allegiance to any 
political party. 

floaty adj. esp. Brit. (esp. of a woman’s garment or a 
fabric) light and airy. 

flocculent adj. 1 like tufts of wool. 2 downy. [based 
on Latin floccus ‘flock’] co flocculence zn. 

flock’ e n. 1 a a number of animals of one kind, 
esp. birds, feeding, resting, or travelling together. 
b a number of domestic animals kept together. 2 4 
large crowd of people. 3 people in the care of a 
minister, teacher, etc. @ v.intz 1 congregate; mass. 
2 (usu. foll. by é, in, out, together) go together in a 
crowd. [Old English] 

flock? n. 1 a lock or tuft of wool, cotton, ete. 
2 a (also in fl; often attrib.) material for quilting 
and stuffing made of wool refuse or torn-up cloth 
(a flock pillow). b powdered wool or cloth. [from 
Latin floccus} > 

flock paper 2. (also flock wallpaper) wallpaper 
with a raised flock pattern. 

floe n. a sheet of floating ice. 

flog v. (flogged, flogging) 1 # a beat with a whip, 
stick, etc. b make work through violent effort 
( flogged the engine). 2. tr. slang a (often foll. by off) Bri. 
sell. b offer for sale. 3 int. & refl. Brit. slang proceed 
by violent or painful effort. o flog a dead horse 
wasie energy on something unalterable. flog to 
death collog. talk about at tedious length. [17th- 
century coinage] O flogger n. 

flood e x. 1 a an overflowing of water beyond its 
normal confines, esp. over land. b the water that 
overflows. 2 a a torrent (a flood of rain). b something 
resembling a torrent (a flood of tears). 3 the inflow 
of the tide (also in comb.: flood tide). 4 colloq. a flood- 
light. @ z 1 & a cover with or overflow in a flood 
(rain flooded the cellar). b overflow as if with a flood 
(the market was flooded with foreign goods). 2 tr. wrigate 
( flooded the paddy fields). 3 tr deluge with water. 


flophouse 2. s/ang esp. US a doss-house. 

floppy e 2d). (floppier, floppiest) tending to flop; 
not firm or rigid. e . (pi. -ies) (in full floppy disk) 
Computing a flexible removable magnetic disc for 
data storage. 0 floppily adv. floppiness n. 

_ floptical adj Computing propr. of, involving, or 

| designed for a type of floppy disk drive using a laser 

| to position the read-write head. [blend of rLopry 
and orricaL] 

flora n. (p/. floras or florae /-ree/) the plants of a 
region or period (cf. muna 1). [modern Latin, based 
on_flos flors ‘flower’ 

floral adj. 1 of flowers. 2 decorated with or depict- 
ing flowers. [based on Latin flos floris ‘flower’] 
0 florally adv. 

Florentine e aq. 1 of or relating to Florence in 
Italy. 2 (florentine) (of a dish) served on a bed of 
spinach. @ 7. a native or citizen of Florence. {from 
Latin Florentia ‘Florence’ | 

florescence 7. flowering. [based on Latin florescent- 
‘beginning to bloom’] 

floret n. 1 Bol. ¥ each of the small flowers making 
up a composite flower head. > inrtorescence. 2 each 
stem of a head of cauli- 
flower, broccoli, etc. 3 a 
small flower. 

floriate vi, decorate 
with flower-designs 
(Ge, 

floribunda 7. 4 
plant, esp. a rose 
bearing dense clus- 
ters of flowers. [mod- 
ern Latin, based on 
Jlos floris ‘flower’, mflu- 
enced by  abundus 
‘copious | 

florid adj. 1 ruddy (a 
florid complexion). 2 (o 
a book, music, etc.) 
elaborately ornate. 3 flowery. [based on Latin flos 
Jloris ‘flower’| a floridity n. floridly adv. florid- 
ness 7. 

florin 7. fist. 1 a ¥ a former British coin worth two 
shillings. b an English gold coin of the 14th c., 
worth 6s. 8d. 2 a foreign coin of gold or silver, esp. 

a Dutch guilder. [from Italian fiorino 
‘ittle flower’, the original coin 
bearing a fleur-de-lis] 
florist n. a person who deals in 
or grows flowers. 0 floristry n. 
floristic adj. relating to the 
study of the distribution of 
plants. o floristically adv. 
floristics n. 
floruit @ vir, (he or she) was 
alive and working; flourished 

(of a painter, a writer, etc., whose exact dates 

are unknown). e v. the period or date at which a 

person lived or worked. [Latin, literally ‘he or she 

flourished’ } 
floss @ 7. 1 ¥ the rough silk enveloping a silkworm’s 
cocoon. 2 untwisted silk thread used in embroidery. 

3 = deNrat eLoss. @ utr (also abyol.) clean (the teeth) 

with dental floss. [from Old French 
Jlosche ‘nap of velvet’) 
floss silk n. a rough silk used in 
cheap goods. 


4 intr. (often foll. by in, through) arrive in great quan- 
tities. 5 zatr. become inundated (the bathroom flooded). 
6 ¢r. overfill (a carburettor) with petrol. 7 intr. experi- 
ence a uterine haemorrhage. 8 i (of rain etc.) 
fill (a river) to overflowing. co flood out drive out 
(of one’s home etc.) with a flood. [Old English] 

flood and field 2. sea and Jand. 

floodgate z. 1 ¥ a gate opened or closed to admit 
or exclude water, esp. the lower gate of a lock. 
2 (usu. in pl.) a last restraint holding back tears etc. 


beam 
lock 


\ lee Pre Sloret 


(closed) 


canal 


> 
P FLOODGATE IN A LOCK 


floodlight e 7. 1 a large powerful light (usu. one of 
several) to illuminate a building, stage, etc. 2 the 
illumination so provided. @ utr (past and past part. 
floodlit) illuminate with floodlights. 

flood tide nz. the periodical exceptional rise of the 
tide because of lunar or solar attraction. 

flood water 7. the water left by flooding. 

floor e 7. 1 a the lower surface of a room. b the 
boards etc. of which it is made. 2 a the bottom of 
the sed, a cave, etc. b any level area. 3 a storey. 
4 a (in a legislauve assembly) the part of the house 
where members sit and speak. b the right to speak 
next in debate (gave him the floor). 5 Stock Exch. the 
large central trading hall. 6 the minimum of prices, 
wages, etc. 7 collog. the ground. e w.tr, 1 provide with 
a floor; pave. 2 knock (a person) down. 3 collog. 
confound, baffle. 4 collog. get the better of. 5 cover 
the floor of (leopard skins floored the hall). a take 
the floor 1 begin to dance. 2 speak in a debate. 
[Old English] 0 floorless ad). 

floorboard 7. a long wooden board used for floor- 
ing. 

floorcloth n. Brit. a cloth for washing the floor. 

floor exercises 7.//. (in gymmastics) a routine of 
exercises without equipment. 

flooring 7. the boards etc. of which a floor is made. 

floor-length ad). (esp. of clothing) reaching to the 
floor. 

floor manager 7. 1 the stage manager of a tele- 
vision production. 2 a shopwalker. 

floor show 2. an entertamment presented on the 
floor (as opposed to the stage) of a nightclub etc. 

floorwalker 7. US a shopwalker. 

floozie n. (also floozy) (fl. -ies) collog. a gil or a 
woman, esp. a disreputable one. [20th-century 
coinage | 

flop e w.iniz (flopped, flopping) 1 sway 
about heavily or loosely (hair flopped over 
his face). 2 move in an ungainly way 
(flopped along in flippers). 3 (often 
foll. by down, on, 7nto) sit, kneel, 
lie, or fall awkwardly or sud- 
denly. 4 slang (esp. of a play, film, 
etc.) fail; collapse (flopped on 
Broudway). 5 make a dull 
sound as of a soft body land- 
ing, or of a flat thing slapping 
water. @ x. 1 a a flopping 
movement. b the sound made 
by it. 2 slang a failure. @ adv. 
with a flop. [variant of rLar] 


disc florets 
FLORET: COMPOSITE 
FLOWER HEAD (SUNFLOWER) 
SHOWING FLORETS 


FLORIN: BRITISH 
FLORIN (1849) 


flossy adj. (flossier, flossiest) 

1 of or like floss. 2 collog. fancy, 

showy. 

flotation n. (also floatation) 
the process of launching or 
financing a commercial enterprise. 
flotilla 7, 1 a small fleet. 2 a fleet 
of small ships. [Spanish, literally 
‘litde fleet’] 
flotsam 7. wreckage found float- 
ing. [based on Anglo-French flofer 
‘to float’ | 


silkworm 
in cocoon 


FLOSS AROUND A COCOON 


Cy 


le 


flotsam and jetsam 


flotsam and jetsam 7. 1 odds and ends; rubbish. 
2 vagrants etc. 

flounce’ @ w.inir. (often foll. by away, about, off, out) 
go or move with an agitated or impatient motion. 
@ 7. a flouncing movement. [1 6th-century coinage] 

flounce? e 7. a wide frill. @ v/ trim with a flounce 
or flounces. [based on Old French /froncir ‘to wrin- 
kle’| 

flounder'e v.iniz. 1 struggle in mud, or as if in mud, 
or when wading. 2 perform a task badly or without 
knowledge. @ ”. an act of floundering. o floun- 
derer 2. 

flounder? x. 1 a small edible flatfish, Pleuronectes 
flesus, of European coastal waters. 2 any small 
flatfish of the family Pleuronectidae or Bothidae. 
[from Old French flondre] 

flour e 7. 1 ¥ a meal or powder obtained from 
ground wheat ete. 2 any fine powder. @ v./z, sprinkle 
or coat with flour. [Middle English variant of 
FLOWER, signifying ‘finest part] oO floury ad). 
flourier. flouriest.. flouriness n. 


wheal flour wholemeal flour , 


rye flour 


FLOUR: COMMON FLOUR J YPES 


flourish e w. 1 iniz. a grow vigorously; thrive. b pros- 
per. c be in one’s prime. d be in good health. 2 zr: 
spend one’s life; be active (at a specified time) 
( flourished in the Middle Ages) (cf. riorvit). 3 tr show 
ostentatiously (floursshed his chequebook). 4 tr wave 
(a weapon etc.) vigorously. @ 7. 1 an ostentatious 
gesture with a weapon, a hand, etc. 2 an ornamen- 
tal curving decoration of handwriting. 3 a rhet- 
orical embellishment. 4 Afus. an ornate passage or 
fanfare. [based on Latin los floris ‘flower’| 0 flour- 
isher 7. 

flout e 7, 1 f% express contempt for (the law, rules, 
etc.) by word or action; mock. 2 mir (often foll. by 
at) mock or scoff. @ 7. a flouting speech or act. 


w Usage Flout should not be confused with flaunt, 
which means ‘to display proudly, show off”. 


flow e vintr. 1 glide along as a stream. 2 a (of a 
liquid, esp. water) gush out; spring. b (of blood, 
liquid, etc.) be spilt. 3 (of money, electric current, 
etc.) circulate. 4 (of people or things) come or go 
in large numbers or smoothly ((raffic flowed down 
the hill). 5 (of literary style etc.) proceed easily and 
smoothly. 6 (of a garment, hair, etc.) hang easily 
or gracefully. 7 (often foll. by from) 
result from (Aas failure flows from 
his daffidence). 8 (esp. of 
the tide) be in flood. 

9 (of wine) be pour- 
ed out copiously. 
10 (of a rock or 

metal) undergo a 
permanent change 
of shape under 
stress. 11 (foll. by zzth) 
archaw be plentifully supplied a 
with ( flove- ing zeith milk and 


values — 


mouthpiece 


honey). @ rn. 1 aa flowing move- = 


ment in a stream. b the manner in 
which a thing flows (@ s/ugeah flow). ca 
flowing liquid (couldn't stop the flow). da 
copious outpouring (a continuous flow of complaints). 
2 the nse of a tide or a river (ebb and flow’). 3 the grad- 
ual deformation ol 
4 Sc. a bog or morass. 0 go with the flow be relaxed 
and not resist the ude of events. [Old English] 


a rock or metal under stress. 


flow chart n. a diagram of the movement or action 
in a complex activity 
flow diagram #). = (tow CHK). 


little finger rest 


FLUGELHORN 


fluorescent screen 


flower e 7. 1 Bot. am the reproductive organ in a 
plant from which the fruit or seed develops. 
D ANGIOSPLRM. INFLORESCENCE. b a bloom. ¢ a blossom 
on a Cut stem, used in bunches for decoration. 2 a 
plant cultivated or noted for its flowers. @ v. 1 mtr (of 
a plant) produce flowers; bloom or blossom. 2 intr. 
reach a peak. 3 ¢z cause or allow (a plant) to flower. 
4 tr. decorate with worked flowers or a floral design. 
0 the flower of the best of. in flower with the 
flowers out. [from Latin /los floris] 0 flowered adj. 
(also in comb.). flowerless adj. flower-like ad). 

flower bed 2. a garden bed in which flowers are 
grown. 

flower head 7. = urav 7. 4d. 

flowerpot n. a pot in which a plant may be grown. 

flower power n. the promotion by hippies of 
peace and love as means of changing the world. 

flowers of sulphur 71.p/. Chem. a fine powder pro- 
duced when sulphur evaporates and condenses. 

flowery adj. 1 decorated with flowers or floral 
designs. 2 (of literary style etc.) high-flown; 
ornate. 3 full of flowers (a flowery meadow). 0 flow- 
eriness 71. 

flowing adj. 1 (of literary style etc.) fluent; easy. 2 (of 
a line or contour) smoothly contmuous, not abrupt. 
3 (of hair, a garment, etc.) unconfined. o flow- 
ingly adv. 

flown past pari. of ry". 

flowsheet 7. = row Harr. 

Fit. Lt. abd7. (in the UK) Flight Lieutenant. 

flu x. collog. influenza. [abbreviation] 

fluctuate ».ini7, vary irregularly; vacillate; rise and 
fall. [based on Latin fluctuatus “undulated’| o fluc- 
tuation 7. 

flue zn. 1 a smoke-duct in a chimney. 2 a channel for 
conveying heat. {Middle English] 

fluence 2. Bri. collog. influence. 0 put the fluence 
on apply hypnotic etc. power to (a person). 

fluent ad. 1 a (of speech or literary style) flowing, 
natural. b having command of a foreign language 
(ts fluent in German). 2 flowing easily or gracefully 
(the fluent line of her arabesque). [from Latin fluent- 
‘flowing’| 0 fluency n. fluently adz. 

fluff e x. 1 soft, light, feathery material coming 
off blankets etc. 2 soft fur or feathers. 3 slang a 
mistake in a performance etc. 4 something insub- 
stantial or trifling, esp. senumental writing, @ v.t7 & 
intr. 1 (often foll. by up) shake into or become a soft 
mass. 2 collog. make a mistake in (a game, playing 
music, etc.); blunder ( fluffed his opening line). 

fluffy ad. (fluffier, fluffiest) 1 of or like fluff. 
2 covered in fluff. 0 fluffily adv. fluffiness zn. 

flugelhorn 7. ¥ a valved brass wind instrument like 
a cornet but with a broader tone. > srass. [from 
German Fligel ‘wing’ + Horn ‘horn’| 

fluid e 7. 1 a substance, 
esp. a gas or liquid, 
whose shape is deter- 

mined by its confines. 
2 a fluid part or se- 
cretion. @ adj. 1 able to 
flow and alter shape 
lreely. 2 constantly 
changing or fluctuat- 
ing. (he situation is _flurd). 

[from Latin /luidus| 0 fluidify 

/ utr (-ies, -ied). fluidity 7. 

—_ i, fluidly adv. fluidness 7. 

fluid drachm see pracu. 
fluid mechanics 7. the study of 
forces and flow within fluids. 


flared bell _ 


1 
vealed Ar) 1 
- t 


fluid ounce 7. one-twenticth or US one- 

sixteenth of a pint. 

fluidram ». [Sa fluid drachm. 

fluke’ e 7. 1 a lucky accident (won by a fluke). 2 a 
chance breeze. @ 7.t achieve by a fluke. c fluky adj. 
[1 9th-century comage| 

fluke® n. 1 any parasitic flatworm of the class 
Trematoda, including liver flukes and blood flukes. 
2 a flatfish, esp. a flounder. [Old English] 


fluke? n. 1 Nout. a broad triangular plate on the 
arm of an anchor. 2 9 the barbed head of a lance, 
harpoon, etc. 3 either of the 
lobes of a whale’s tail. > cer 
acean. [16th-century coinage} 


barb 
FLUKE OF A HARPOON 


flume 7. 1 an artificial channel conveying water. 2 a 
water slide at a swimming pool or amusement park. 
[Latin flumen ‘river’, from _fluere ‘to flow’] 

flummery 7. (//. -ies) 1 empty compliments; 
trifles. 2 a sweet dish made with beaten eggs, sugar, 
etc. [from Welsh Uymru| 

flummox vf, collog. confound, disconcert. [19th- 
century coinage| 

flump e v. (often foll. by down) 1 mir fall or move 
heavily. 2 fr set or throw down with a heavy thud. 
@ 7. the action or sound of flumping. 

flung pasi and past part. of Func. 

flunk collog. @ v. 1 iv. a fail (an examination etc.). 
b fail (an examination candidate). 2 intr (often foll. 
by out) fail utterly; give up. 

flunkey 2. (also flunky) (/. -eys or -ies) usu. derog. 
1 a liveried servant; a footman. 2 a toady; a snob. 
3 US a person who does menial work. [{18th- 
century coinage] 0 flunkeyism 7. 

fluoresce v.iniz, be or become fluorescent. 

fluorescence 7. 1 ¥ the visible or invisible radi- 
ation produced from certain substances as a result 
of incident radiation of a shorter wavelength as 
X-rays, ultraviolet light, etc. 2 the property of 
absorbing invisible hght and emitting visible light. 
[from rLvorsrar (which fluoresces), after opalescence] 

fluorescent ad). (of a substance) having or showing 
fluorescence. 5 

fluorescent lamp 7. (also fluorescent bulb) a 
lamp or bulb rachating largely by fluorescence. 

fluorescent screen 7. a screen coated with fluor- 
escent material to shoW images from X-rays etc. 


FLUORESCENCE 


Fluorescence is a type 
of luminescence. In 
the demonstration 
shown here, a bright 
light is shined into a 
test tube containing 
sodium fluorescein. 
which appears red 
in ambient light 
conditions. The 
fluorescein in the 
solution transforms 
energy from the 
torch light, emitung 
it as a bright green 
fluorescent light. 


test tube 


torch 
light 
Jluorescent green / 
light emitted 
fluorescein 


appears red 
in ambient 


solution o : 
f light 


sodium fluorescein 


DEMONSTRATION 
OF FLL ORESCENCE 


FLOWER 


Flowers are the sites of sexual reproduction in flowering plants 


(angiosperms). The male reproductive organ is the stamen; aa” 
the female structure consists of the ovary, style, and stigma. L spotted - 
Flowering plants fall into two categories: dicotyledons and a en ' 
. . Quiyac, 
monocotyledons (known as dicots and monocots). In dicot 4, vee 
flowers, there is a distinction between the outer sepals, which ~, 
are typically green, and the petals, which are usually larger and sie 
colourful. In monocot flowers, the petals and sepals are similar, i) | receptacle 
and are known collectively as tepals. Flowers also vary in their ; - * 
: . ____ filament Te 
shape, growth habit, coloration, and petal arrangements. ovule 
DICOT AND MONOCOT FLOWER FEATURES 
outer 
sepal . tepal 
i2 inner ye papilla yf 
tepal Aes Pree og 
pollen (fleshy hair) ie | 4 
on anther Ba ‘, 
petal outer lepal 
Stigma ~ stigma 
and stamens stamen 
DICOT FLOWER MONOCOT FLOWER | NSESOMIEY SOUP is pedicel 
(Agrostemma githago) (Lilium species) | MONOCOT FLOWER inner (flower 
\ : (Lilium species) tepal stalk) 
FLOWER HABITS FLOWER COLORATION 
Uy, 
ft 
ERE NODDING PEN DERS SELF-COEROG@RED BICOLOURED PICOTEE STRIPED 
PETAL ARRANGEMENTS —— 
RECURVED REEDENEN SINGLE SLMI-DOUBLE DOUBLE FULLY DOUBLE 
FLOWER SHAPES =F ——$ 
CRUCTIFORM By otede Naz Naud, SAUCGCER-SHAPEL) CUTE 35 ENED BLLLL-SHAPED TUBULAR FUNNEL-SHAPED 


Ke 


SALVERFORM PRUMPET-SHAPED ROSETTE POMPON PEACLIRE, PLPCHER-SHAPED SLIPPER-SHAPLD 
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fluoridate 


fluoridate vi, add traces of fluoride to (drinking 
water etc.). O fluoridation 7. (also fluoridiza- 
tion). 
fluoride 7. any binary compound of fluorine. 
fluorinate vf b= voripaie. 2 introduce fluorine 
into ( fluorinated hydrocarbons). O fluorination 1. 
fluorine 7. a poisonous pale yellow gaseous 
element of the halogen group. [French] 
fluorite 7. < a mineral form 
of calcium fluoride. [Italian] 
fluoro- comb. form 1 thuor- 
ine ( fluorocarbon). 2 fluor- 
escence ( fluoroscope). 
fluorocarbon 17. a 
compound formed by 
replacing one or more 
hydrogen atoms in 
a hydrocarbon with 
fluorine atoms. 


fluoroscope 7. an in- 
strument with a fluorescent 
screen on which X-ray 
images may be viewed with- 
out taking and developing \-ray photographs. 


FLUORITE 


fluorspar 7. = mvorite. [based on Latin fluere ‘to 
flow’ + spar? ] 

flurry e 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a gust or squall (of snow 
or Brit. rain ete.). 2 a sudden burst of activity. 
3 nervous agitation (a flurry of speculation). @ v."7. 
{-ies, -ied) confuse by haste or noise: agitate. 

flush'e ». L int. a blush, redden (he flushed with embayr- 
rassment). b glow with a warm colour (shy flushed 
pink). 2 t (usu. as flushed ad.) cause to glow o1 
blush ( flushed with pride). 3 tr a cleanse (a drain ete, 
by a rushing flow of water. b (often foll. by azeay, 
down) dispose of (an object) in this way. 4 intr rush 
out, spurt. @ 2. 1 aa blush. b a glow of light or 
colour. 2 aa rush of water. b the cleansing of a 
drain etc. by flushing. 3 a a rush of emotion. b the 
elation produced by a victory etc. (the flush of 
triumph). 4 sudden abundance. 5 freshness; vigour 
(in the first flush of womanhood). 6 a (in full hot flush 
a sudden feeling of heat during the menopause. 
b a feverish temperature. ¢ facial redness, esp. 
caused by fever, alcohol, etc. [Middle English] 
Oo flusher n. 

flush? e adj. 1 (often foll. by zh) in the same plane: 
level (flush with the cooker). 2 (usu. predic.) collog. 
a having plenty of money. b (of money) 
abundant, plentiful. 3 full to overflow- 
ing; in flood. @ uf 1 make (surfaces) 
level. 2 fill in (a joint) level with a 
surface. D flushness n. 

flush® 7. a hand of cards all of one suit. 
[from Latin flavus “Hux’] 


mouth- 
piece 


blote-_ 
hole 


flush? 2. 1 ¢ cause (esp. a game bird) to 
fly up from cover, 2 ir (of a bird) fly up 
and away. O flush out 1 reveal. 2 drive 
out. [Middle English] 
fluster e@ 7.1. & mtr make or become 
nervous or confused. @ 7. a contused o1 
agitated state. [1 7th-century coinage] 
flute e 7. 1 < a high-pitched wind 
instrument with holes along it stopped 
by the fingers o1 keys, esp. (in full 
transverse flute the modern orches- 
tral instrument, with a mouthpiece on 
the side near one end. B orcrisires, 
woopwinn. 2 a Archil. an ornamental 
vertical groove in 4 column, b any simi- 
lar cylindrical groove. 3 a tall narrow 
wine glass. @ v. 1 imix play the flute. 
2 witr, speak, sing, or whistle in a flung 
way. {from Old French] o flutelike ad). 
fluting 1. flutist n. US (cf. reauiisy). 
fluty adj. (in scnse 
flutter e «1 a mi. llap the wings in 
ying or trying to fly. b @. lap (the 
wings). 2 ir fall with : 
mouon. 3 inl. S 


thumb 
keys 


Ae) 


la of 7.) 


quivering 


FLUTE: MODLRN 


UA Dar a Pee TCE Eo 0. niove or cause 


flying boat 


PLY 


Unlike other flying insects, the 
90,000 species of fly have two 
wings instead of four. They also 
have large compound eyes, and 
sticky pads and claws on their feet 


commonly known as maggots. 


EXTERNAL FEATURES OF A HOUSEFLY (Musca domestica) 


EXAMPLES OF FLIES 


SOUTH 
AMERICAN FLY 
(Pantophthalmus bellardit) 


CRANES EY 
(Holorusia species) 


to move irregularly ( fluttered the flag). 4 intr. go about 
restlessly. 5 (7 agitate, confuse. 6 mtr (of a pulse or 
heartbeat) beat irregularly. 7 itz tremble with 
excitement. @ 7. L a the act of fluttermg. b an 
instance of this, 2 a state of tremulous excitement 
(was ina flutter: caused a flutter with his behaviour). 3 Brit. 
collog. a small bet, esp. on a horse. 4 an abnormally 
rapid but regular heartbeat. 5 Electronics a rapid 
variation of pitch, esp. of recorded sound. 6 a 
vibration. [Old English] 0 fluttery ad). 

fluvial adj. of or found in a river or rivers. [from 
Latin fluzvalis| 

fluviatile adj. of, found in, or produced by a river or 
rivers [from Latin flucialis] 

fluvioglacial adj. Geol. of or caused by streams 
from glacial ice, or the combined action of rivers 
and glaciers. 

flux e 7. 1 a process of flowing or flowing out. 2 an 
issue or discharge. 3 continuous change (a stale of 
flux). 4 Metallurgy a substance mixed with a metal 
ete. to promote fusion. 5 Electr the total electric or 
magnetic field passing through a surface. @ v, 1 fr & 
mtr. make or become fluid. 2 /: a fuse. b treat with 
a fusing flux. {from Latin fluxws] 

fly'e 7, (flies; past flew; past part. flown) 1 intr. 
move through the air under con- 
trol, esp. with wings. 2 (of an 
aircraft or its occupants): a intr 
travel through the air or through 
space. b fr traverse (flew the Chan- 
nel). 3 t. a control the flight of (esp. 
an aircrafi). b transport in an air- 
craft. 4 a I. cause to fly or remain aloft. 
b intr: (of a flag, hair, etc.) wave or flutter. 
5 intr. pass or rise quickly through the air 


wR 7 
th - 
or over an obstacle. 6 intr. pass swiftly (ame ' 4 . 


flies). 7 intr. a flee. b collog. depart hastily. 

8 iniz, be forced off suddenly (sent me flying). 9 intr. 
(fol. by af, upon) a hasten or spring violently. 
b attack or criticize fiercely. 10 ¢r flee from. @ x. { pl. 
-ies) 1 (Brit. usu. in pl.) aa flap on a garment, esp. 
rousers, to cover a fastening. b this fastening, 2 a 
flap at the entrance of a tent. 3 (in p/.) the space 
over the proscenium in a theatre. 4 the act or an in- 
stance of flying. 0 fly high 1 pursue a high ambi- 
ion. 2 excel, prosper, fly in the face of openly 
disregard or disobey. fly into a rage (or temper 
ete.) become suddenly or violently angry. fly a kite 
est public opinion. fly off the handle rol/og. lose 
one’s temper suddenly, [Old English] a flyable ad). 


Sront leg 


sucking and 


piercing 
that allow them to walk on any mouthparts ; 
surface. Fhes develop by meta- Way 
morphosis, their larvae being antenna“ p— 


compound eye | 


> N - cd 


pads and 
claws 
on feet 


thorax / abdomen 


single pair 


of wings 


ae 


ROBBER FLY 
(Mallophora atra) 


AFRICAN BEE FLY 
(Ligyra venus) 


fly? n. (pl. flies) 1 A any insect of the order Diptera, 
with one pair of usu. transparent wings. 2 any 
other winged insect. 3 a disease of plants or 
animals caused by flies (fotato-fly), 4 a natural or 
artificial fly used as bait in fishing. > pry ety. 0 fly in 
the ointment a minor irritation that spoils enjoy- 
ment. fly on the wall an unnoticed observer. like 
flies in large numbers. no flies on collog. nothing 
to diminish (a person’s) astuteness. [Old English] 

fly® adj. (flyer, flyest)‘1 Brit. slang knowing, clever, 
alert. 2 .N. Amer. slang stylish; good-looking. [19th- 
century coinage] o flyness 7. 

fly agaric n. a poisonous fungus, Amanita muscaria, 
forming bright red mushrooms with white flecks. 
DB POADSTOOL < 

flyaway adj. (of hair etc.) tending to fly out or up; 
streaming. 

flyblown adj. tainted, esp. by flies. 

fly-by-night e adj. unreliable. @ n. an unreliable 
person, 

fly-by-wire 1. a.semi-automatic, computer- 
regulated system for controlling an aircraft or 
spacecraft. 

flycatcher 1. < any of various passerine 

birds catching flying insects, esp. of 

the family Muscicapidae, Tyran- 

nidae (tyrant flycatcher), 
and Monarchidae (monarch 

flycatcher). 
flyer n. (also flier) 1 an air- 
man or airwoman. 2 a thing 


(a poor flyer\. 3 collog. a fast- 
moving animal or vehicle. 
4 an ambitious or outstand- 
ing person; an outstanding 
thing. 5 a small handbill, 6 US 
a speculative investment. 
fly-fish v.2nir. fish with a fly. 
fly-half 7, Rugby a stand-off half. 
CD RUGBY 
flying e ad. 1 fluttering or waving in the air; 
hanging loose. 2 hasty, brief (a flying visit). 
3 designed for rapid movement. 4 (of an animal) 
able to make very long leaps by using winglike 
membranes etc. @ 7. flight, esp. in an aircraft. 
D with flying colours with distinction. 
flying boat n. a large seaplane with a fuselage that 
resembles a boat. 


SPOTTED 
FLYCATCHER 
(Muscwcapa 
striata) 


ty N FLYCATCHER: ‘hat fhes in a specified way 


flying bomb 


flying bomb 2. a pilotless aircraft with an explosive 
warhead. 

flying buttress n. Archit. y a buttress slanting from 
a separate column, usu. forming an arch with the 
wall it supports. > Gornic 


Sling 
buttress 


Sbing 
buttress 


FLYING BUTTRESS: ELEVATION OF 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY, ENGLAND, SHOWING 
FLYING BLTTRESSES 


flying doctor 7. a doctor (esp. in a large sparsely 
populated area) who visits distant patients by 
aircraft. 

Flying Dutchman 7. 1 a ghostly ship supposedly 
doomed to sail the seas forever. 2 its captain. 

flying fish 7. y any tropical fish of the 
family Exocoetidae, with wing- 
hke pectoral fins for glid- 
ing through the air. 


FLYING FISH 

(Exocetus volitans) pectoral fin 

flying fox n. a large fruitbat, esp. of the genus 
Pteropus, with a foxlike head. > rrurreai 

flying lemur 2. cither of two lemur-like mammals 
of the genus Cynocephalus, of SE Asia, having a 
membrane between the fore and hind limbs for 
gliding from tree to tree. Also called colugo. 
[D MAMMAL 

flying officer n. the RAF rank next below flight 
lieutenant. 

flying picket n. Bri. an industrial picket that can 
be moved rapidly from one site to another, esp. to 
reinforce local pickets. 

flying saucer 7. any unidentified, esp. circular, 
flying object, popularly supposed to be extraterres- 
trial. 

flying squad n. Bri. a rapidly mobile police 
detachment. 

flying start n. 1 a start (of a race etc.) in which the 
starting point is passed at full speed. 2 a vigorous 
start giving an initial advantage. 

flyleaf 7. (p/. -leaves) a blank leaf at the beginning 
or end of a book. 

flyover n. 1 Brit. a bridge carrying one road or rail- 
way over another. 2 US = rvy-past. 

fly-paper 1. sticky treated paper for catching flies. 

fly-past n. Brit. a ceremonial flight of aircraft. 

fly-pitcher n. Brit. slang a strect trader. a flly- 
pitching 7. 

fly-post viz, Brit. display (posters etc.) rapidly in 
unauthorized places. 

flysheet n. 1 a tract or circular of two or four pages. 
2 Brit. a fabric cover over a tent for extra protection. 
> IENI 

fly-tip w/z Bri. illegally dump (waste). 
n. fly-tipping 7. 


fly-tipper 


foil 


flytrap n. any of various plants that catch flies, esp. 
the Venus flytrap. 
flyweight 7. 1 a weight in certain sports intermedi- 
ate between light flyweight and bantamweight, in 
the amateur boxing scale 48-51 ke 
but differmg for professionals, 
wrestlers, and weightlifters. 2 a 
boxer etc. of this weight. 
flywheel 7. » a heavy wheel on a 
revolving shaft used to regulate 
machinery or accumulate power. 
> INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINE 
FM abbr 1 Field Marshal. 2 fre- 
quency modulation. 
Fm symb. Chem. the element fermium. 
f-number 7. Photog. the ratio of the 
focal length to the effective diam- 
eter of a lens. > aperrure 
foal e@ 7. the young of a horse or 
related animal. @ wir give birth 
to (a foal). o im (or with; foal 
(of a mare etc.) pregnant. [Old 
English] 
foam e 7. 1 a mass of small bubbles formed on or 
in liquid by agitation, fermentation, etc. 2 a froth of 
saliva or sweat. 3 a substance resembling these, e.g. 
foam rubber, foam plastic. @ wir 1 emit foam; 
froth. 2 run with foam. 3 (of a vessel) be filled and 
overflow with foam. 0 foam at the mouth be very 
angry. [Old English] o foamless adj. foamy ad). 
\foamier, foamiuest). 
fob’ n. 1 (in full fob-chain) a chain of a pocket 
watch. 2 a small pocket for carrying a watch. 
3 a tab on a keyring. 
fob? vi. (fobbed, fobbing) 5 fob off 1 (often foll. 
by with a thing) deceive into accepting something 
inferior. 2 (often foll. by on to a person) palm or pass 
off (an inferior thing). [Middle English] 
f.0.b. ab. free on board (see FREE). 
focaccia /{6-kach-a/ n. (pl. focaccias) a type of 
flat Italian bread made with yeast and olive oil 
and often flavoured with herbs etc, [Italian] 
focal length 7. (also focal distance) the 
distance between the centre of a lens or curved 
murror and its focus. > LENs 
focal point 7. 1 = rocus n. 1. 2 = rocus n. 3. 
fo’c’sle var. of rorccastLe. 
focus e 7. (p/. focuses or foci /foh-sy/) 1 Physics 
a the point at which rays or waves meet after reflec- 
tion or refraction. > sicur. b the point from which 
diverging rays or waves appear to proceed. 
2 a Optics the point at which an object must be situ- 
ated for a lens or mirror to give a well-defined 
image. b the adjustment of the eye or a lens neces- 
sary to produce a clear image. ¢ a state of clear 
definition (out of focus). 3 the centre of interest or 
activity (focus of attention). 4 Med. the principal site 


FLYWHEEL IN 
A GENERATOR 


_ generator 


of an infection or other disease. @ vw (focused, 
focusing or focussed, focussing) 1 /. bring into 
focus. 2 tr adjust the focus of (a lens, the eye, etc.). 
tip of 3 i & intr (often foll. by on) concentrate 
. or be concentrated on. 4 mir © tr 
revolving fe 
haft converge or make converge to a focus. 
i [Latin, literally ‘hearth’] 
— o focal adj. focuser n. 
fodder e 7. dried hay 
or straw etc. for cattle etc. 
@ vir give fodder to. [Old 
English] 
foe n. esp. poet. or formal an enemy or 
opponent. [Old English jah ‘hostile’] 
foetid var. of rerip. 
foetus /fee-tis/ n. (US & Med. fetus) 
(pl. -tuses) ¥ an unborn mammalian 
offspring, esp. an unborn human of 
more than eight weeks. 
[from Latin fetus 
‘offspring’ o foetal ad). 
foeticide n. 
fog en. 1 ¥ a thick 
cloud of water drop- 
lets or smoke sus- 
pended at or near 
the Earth’s surface. 
2 Photog. cloudiness on 
a developed negative 
etc. 3 an uncertain or 
confused position or state. 
e ». (fogged, fogging) 1 / 
a (often foll. by up) cover with 
foe or condensed vapour 
b bewilder or confuse. 2 inf 
(often foll. by up) become 
covered with fog or con- 
densed vapour. 0 in a 
fog puzzled; at a loss. 
fog bank 7. a mass of 
fog at sea. 
fogbound ad. unable to proceed because of fog. 
fogey 7. (also fogy) (p/. -eys or -ies) a dull old- 
fashioned person (esp. old fogey). [18th-century coin- 
age] 0 fogeydom 7 fogeyish ad). 
foggy ad). (foggier, foggiest) 1 (of the atmosphere) 
thick or obscure with fog. 2 vague, confused, 
unclear. 0 not have the foggiest esp. Brit. collog. 
have no idea at all. o fogginess 7. 
foghorn 7. a deep-sounding instrument for warn- 
ing ships in fog. 
fog lamp n. a lamp, esp. on a motor vehicle, used to 
improve visibility in fog. 
fogy var. of rouey. 
foible x. a minor weakness or idiosyncrasy. 
foil! x17. frustrate, baffle, defeat. [ Middle English in 


sense ‘to trample down’ | 
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FOG 

There are two main types of fog. Advection 
fog occurs at sea when warm, moist air 
flows over cold sea water. The water vapour 
in the air condenses to form a layer of fog. 


Radiation fog occurs on land on cool, clear 
nights. As the ground loses its heat, it may 
cool the air nearby, creating fog. Mist is a 
hght fog, while smog is fog with pollutants. 
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FOLD 


Folds in the Earth’s surface occur when the tectonic plates of the 
Earth’s crust collide, causing the rock strata to deform. The strata 
are squeezed horizontally and vertically, and the scale and severity 
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EXAMPLES OF FOLDS IN THE EARTH'S SURI ACE 


}} foil? n. 1 metal hammered or rolled into a 


thin sheet (aluminium foil). 2a person or thing 
that enhances the qualities of another by 
o contrast. [from Latin folium ‘leaf’ 
foil? n. <a light blunt-edged sword with a 
button on its point used in fencing, > rrxcinc. 
[16th-century coinage | 
foist 2:¢r (foll. by on, upon) impose (an unwel- 
come person or thing) on. [orivinally of palm- 
ing a false die: from Dutch dialect vuisten ‘to 
take in the handl’] 
fol. abbr. folio. 
fold'e «1 f a bend or close (a thing) over 
upon itself. b (foll. by back, over, down) bend a 
part of (a thing) in the manner specified 
( fold down the flap). 2 intr. become or he able 
to be folded. 3 ¢ (foll. by aeay, up) make 
compact by folcling. 4 intr (often foll. by up) 
collog. a collapse, disintegrate. b (of an enter- 
prise) fail; go bankrupt. 5 ¢ poet. embrace 
(esp. fold in the arms or fo the breast). © tr: {foll. 
by about, round) clasp (the arms); wrap, en- 
velop. 7 ¢ (foll. by iz) mix (an ingredient 
with others} by gently cutting and turning. 
ror, @ 7. 1 the act or an instance of folding. 2a 
line made by or for folding. 
3 a folded part. 4 Bnt. a hollow 
among hills. 5 Geo/. & a curvature of 
Strata. & mMounrav. GO fold one’s 
arms place one’s arms across the 
chest. side by side or entwined. 
[Old English] a foldable aq). 
fold? n. 1 = sutrpicip. 2 a body of 
behevers or members of a Church. 
{Old English 
folder 1. 
for loose papers 
folding door n. a door with jointed 
folding on itself’ when 


sebum 


vecrelion 


i folding cover or holder 


sections, 
opened. 
folding money 2. esp. US collog. 
banknotes 
fold-out 7. an oversize page in a 
book etc. to be unfolded by the 
reader 
foliage n. leaves, leafage 
Latin fol leat] 
fohar ad 


[based on 


of or relating to leaves. 

foliar feed n. feed supplied to leaves of plants. 

foliate e@ adj. 1 Ieallike. 2 having leaves. @ v. int. split 
into laminae. [from Latin foliatus ‘leaved’] a foli- 

ation ?) 


folic acid 7. a vitamin of the B complex, found in 
ind kidney. [based on 
Latin fohum leal” because found esp. in green leaves| 
folio @ 7, (// 
numbered only 


leafy green vegetables, liver 
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recumbent / 


Sold 


\. anticline 


folded once making two leaves of a book. 3 a book 
made of such sheets. @ adj. (of a book) made of 
folios, of the largest size. 0 in folio made of folios. 
[Latin, literally ‘on leaf” (as specified)] 

folk 1. (p/. folk or folks) 1 (treated as pl.) people in 
general or of a specified class (_feze folk about; towns- 
Solk). 2 (in pl.) (usu. folks) one’s parents or relatives. 
3 (treated as sing.) a people. 4 (treated as sig) collog. 
= roLK Music. 3 (attrb.) of popular origin; traditional 
( folk art, folk hero). [Old English] 

folk dance n. 1 a dance of popular origin. 2 the 
music for such a dance. 0 folk dancer n. folk 
dancing ». 

folklore x. the traditional beliefs and storics of a 
people; the stucy of these. o folkloric adj. folk- 
lorist 1”. folkloristic ad). 

folk music ». traditional music or modern music in 
this style. 


folk singer 7. a singer of folk songs. 
folk song 7. a song of popular or traditional origin 
or style. 
folksy ad. \folksier, folksiest) 1 friendly, sociable, 
informal. 2 having the characteristics of folk art, 
culture. etc. 0 folksiness 7. 
folk tale n. a popular or tradi- 
— hair ional story. 
folkweave n. Bril. a 
loosely woven fabric. 
follicle n. Anai/. < a small 
secretory cavity, sac. or 
gland. > ovary, skin, [from 
Latin folliculus ‘little bel- 
lows’] a follicular ad. 
follicle-stimulating 
hormone 7. Physiol. a 
pituitary hormone which 
promotes the formation of 
ova or sperm. 
follow v. 1 ¢. or (toll. by afler) 
intr. go or come after (a person or 
thing proceeding ahead). 2 ¢&% go 
along (a route, path, etc.). 3: G intr. 
come atier in order or time. 4 é: take 
as a guide or leacler. 5 & conform to 
| followe your example). 6 tr. practise (a 
trade or profession). 7 t undertake 
a course of study ete.). 8 é. understand the mean- 
ing or tendency of {a speaker or argument). 9 ? 
maintain awareness of the current state or progress 
of (events etc. ina particular sphere). 10 ¢ (fol. by 
eth) provide with a sequel or successor. 11 inir a be 
necessarily true as a result of something else. b (foll. 
bv fram) be a result of. 0 follow one’s nose trust to 
instinct. follow on 1 continue. 2 (of a cricket 
team) have to bat again immediately after the first 
innings, follow out carry out: adhere precisely to 
instructions etc.1, follow suit 1 Cards play a card 


rough 
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of folding can vary greatly. The type of fold produced depends on 
the streneth of the forces, the rock’s resilience, and the arrangement 
of the strata. Various characteristic fold types are shown here. 
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of the suit led. 2 conform to another person’s 
actions. follow through 1 continue (an action 
etc.) to its conclusion, 2 Sport continue the move- 
ment of a stroke after the ball has been struck. 
follow up I ({foll. by with) pursue, develop, supple- 
ment. 2 make further investigation of. [Old 
English] 

follower 7. 1 an adherent or devotee. 2 a person or 
thing that follows. 

following e prep. coming after in tume; as a sequel 
to. @ 2. 1 a body of adherents or devotees. 2 (the 
following) (treated as sing. or pl.) the person(s) or 
thing(s) now to be mentioned. @ adj. that follows or 
comes after. 

follow-the-leader 1. (also Bri. follow-my lead- 
er) a game in which players must do as the leader 
does. . 

follow-up 7. a subsequent or continued action, meas- 
ure, experience, etc. 

folly n. (p/. -ies) 1 foalishness; lack of good sense. 
2 a foolish act, behaviour, idea, etc. 3 a costly orna- 
mental building. [based on Old French fol ‘mad’] 


FOLLY: 181H-CENTURY ENGLISH GARDEN FOLLY 


foment »./7, 1 instigate or stir up (trouble, sedition, 
etc.) 2 a bathe with warm or medicated liquid. 
b apply warmth to. [based on Latin fomentum 
‘poultice’| o fomenter n. 

fomentation n. 1 the act or an instance of foment- 
ing, 2 materials prepared for application to a 
wound etc 

fond adj. 1 ( predic.; toll. by of) having affection or a 
hiking for. 2 (atin) affectionate, loving, doting. 
3 \atirib) (of beliefs etc.) foolishly optimistic or 
credulous; naive. [Middle English, from obsolete 
fon to be foolish’) 0 fondly adv. fondness n. 


fondant 


fondant 7. a soft sweet of flavoured sugar. [French, 
literally ‘melting’ ] 

fondle wir: touch or stroke lovingly; caress. [back- 
formation from fondling ‘fondled person’] 0 fondler 7. 

fondue 2. 1 a dish of flavoured melted cheese into 
which pieces of bread are dipped. 2 any other dish 
in which small pieces of food are dipped into hot 
oil or sauce. [French, literally ‘melted’ 

font! n. 1 a receptacle in a church for baptismal 
water. > cHurcH. 2 the reservoir for oil in a lamp. 
[Old English font, fant via Old Trish fant, font from 
Latin fons fontis ‘fountain, baptismal water’ | 

font? n. (also Brit. fount) Printing a set of type of one 
face or size. [from Old French /fonte ‘a melting’) 

fontanelle 7. (US fontanel) ¥ a membranous space 
in an infant’s skull at the angles of the parietal 
bones. [earlier in sense ‘outlet for bodily secretions’: 
from Old French fontenelle ‘little fountain’) 


parietal bones 


fontanelle 


frontal bone 


FONTANELLE:, 
INFANT'S 
SKULL SHOWING 
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Jontanelle 


food 7. 1 a nutritious substance, esp. solid in form, 

taken into an animal or a plant to maintain life and 
growth. 2 mental stimulus (food for thought). (Old 

English] 

food additive x. a non-nutritional substance add- 
ed to food as a colouring, flavouring, etc. 

food chain 7. ¥ a scries of organisms each depend- 
ent on the next as a source of food. 

foodie 2. (also foody) ( p/. -ies) collog. a person with 
a particular interest in food; a gourmet. 

food poisoning 7. illness due to bacteria or toxins 
in food. 


| FOOD CHAIN 


| A food chain is a pathway that 
shows how energy and nutrients 
pass between living things. Each 
chain links a single series of 
species, with different food 

| chains interconnecting to 
form food webs. In a food 
chain, each species occu- 
pies a particular position, 
known as a trophic level. 
The marine food web here 7 

| shows a number of separate 
food chains, with a max- 
imum of five trophic levels. x 
In each chain, the first level is 
occupied by plant-like plank- 2° 
tonic organisms, which make 
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FOOD PROCESSOR 


food processor 7. A a machine for chopping and 
mixing food materials. 

foodstuff n. any substance suitable as food. 

food value 2. the relative nourishing power of a 
food. 

fool’ e 7. 1 a person who acts unwisely or impru- 
dently; a stupid person. 2 /zst. a jester; a clown. 3a 
dupe. ev. 1 & deceive so as to cause to appear fool- 
ish. 2 fr. (foll. by znto + verbal noun, or oud of ) trick; 
cause to do something foolish. 3 ¢r play tricks on; 
dupe. 4 mtr, act in a joking, frivolous, or teasing way. 
5 intr. (foll. by about, around) a behave in a playful or 
silly way. b engage in sexual (esp. adulterous) activ- 
ity. @ adj. .N. Amer. collog. foolish, silly. 0 act (or play) 
the fool behave in a silly way. make a fool of 
make (a person or oneself) look foolish; trick or 
deceive. no (or nobody’s) fool a shrewd or 
prudent person. [from Latin follzs ‘bellows, empty- 
headed person’| 

fool? n. esp. Brit. a dessert of usu. stewed fruit 
crushed and mixed with cream, custard, etc. [1 6th- 
century coinage | 

foolery 2. foolish behaviour. 

foolhardy ad). (foolhardier. foolhardiest) rashly 
or foolishly bold; reckless. [from Old French fol 
‘foohsh’ + hard ‘bold’) 0 foolhardily ad. foolhardi- 
ness N, 

foolish adj. (of a person, action, etc.) lacking good 
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foot-and-mouth disease 


sense or judgement; unwise. O foolishly adv. fool- 
ishness n. 

foolproof adj. (of a procedure, mechanism, etc.) so 
straightforward or simple as to be incapable of 
misuse or mistake. 

foolscap 7. Bri. a size of paper, about 330 x 200 (or 
400) mm, [named from the former water- 
mark representing a fool’s cap] 

fool’s errand 7. a fruitless ven- 
ture, 

fool’s gold 7. > iron pyr- 
ites. 

fool’s paradise n. hap- 
piness founded on an 
illusion. 

fool’s parsley 7. a 
highly poisonous 
plant, Aethusa cyn- 
apium, resembling 
parsley. 

foot e 7x. (pi. feet) lay 
the lower extremity of the 
leg below the ankle. > ankte. 
b the part of a sock ete. 
covering the foot. 2 a the lower or lowest part of a 
page, stairs, etc. b the lower end of a table. c the 
end of a bed where the user’s feet normally rest. 
da part of a chair, appliance, etc. on which it rests. 
3 the base, often projecting, of anything extending 
vertically, 4 a step, place, or tread; a manner of 
walking ( fleet of foot). 5 (pl. feet or foot) a unit of 
linear measure equal to 12 inches (30.48 cm). 
6 Prosody a group of syllables (one usu. stressed) 
constituting a metrical unit. 7 Bril. hist. infantry (a 
regiment of foot). 8 <ool. the locomotive or adhesive 
organ of invertebrates. > GasTRropod, RAZOR-SHELL. 
9 Bot. the part by which a petal is attached. 10 a 
device on a sewing machine for holding the mater- 
ial steady as it is sewn. @ vf 1 (usu. as foot it) 
a traverse (esp. a long distance) by foot. b dance. 
2 pay (a bill, esp. one considered large). Oo at a 
person’s feet as a person’s disciple or subject. 
feet of clay a fundamental weakness in a person 
otherwise revered. get one’s feet wet begin to 
participate. have one’s (or both; feet on the 
ground be practical. have a foot in the door 
have a prospect of success. have one foot in the 
grave he near death or very old. my foot! it. 
collog. expressing strong contradiction. not put a 
foot wrong make no mistakes. on foot walking, 
not riding etc. put one’s feet up co/log. take a rest. 
put one’s foot down collog. 1 be firmly insistent 
or repressive. 2 rit. accelerate a motor vehicle. put 
one’s foot in it colfog. commit a blunder or indis- 
cretion. set foot on (or in) 
enter; go into. under one’s 
feet in the way. under foot 
on the ground. [Old English] 
0 footed ad}. (also in comb). 
footless adj. 
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ball 


footage n. 1 length or distance in feet. 2 an amount 
of film made for showing, broadcasting, etc. 

foot-and-mouth disease 1. 
disease of cattle ete. 


a contagious viral 


FOOTBALL 

The term football is applied to various games around 
the world. Association Football (soccer) is played by two 
teams, each of | 1 players, who attempt to get the ball 
into the opponent’s goal, usually by kicking it. In Ameri- 
can football, two teams with 11 players on the field — up 
to 40 players can appear in a game for each side - score 
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AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL 


goal umpire 
centre half back ; : 


_ full-bach 


>» 


right full back 


; heft full back 
right half-back — | 


Aft half hack 
followers — 


rand 


right centre 


centre square 
centre ‘ 


rivht half forward eae 


~ field umpire 


centre half forward 


left half-forward 


right full-fort 
outer voatt left full-foreard 


full-forward 


LOOTBALL PLLCH 


fingerless 
glove _ 


points by crossing the opponent’s goal line, either by 
passing the ball or carrying it across (a touchdown), or 
by kicking it between the goalposts (a field goal). In 
Australian Rules football, 18 players on each side score 
goals (six points) through the inner goalposts, or ‘behinds’ 
(one point) between the inner and outer goalposts. 


ball size 


number — 


manufac- 
, turer’s name 


_ team 


~ — badge 


sponsor's logo 


long team shart 
FOOTBALL ae 
sock 
team 
shorts 


& 
& 


FOOTBALL BOOT 
leam crests 
TOOTBALL STRIP 


lave 
hroan 
pebbled 
leather 


FA) SAIS 


non-hreakhabh 


plastic helmet 


te Fy DG. 
a o 
r —— — 


guard 


shoulder pad 


upper 
arm pad 


_ chest 
protecto 


_ tb pad 


BIKE elbow tail 
pad bone _ pants 
pad. 


thigh 
p ad 


IGG S Ts SENG ae DSA EanS | ess 


football 


football n. 1 < any of several esp. outdoor games 
between two teams played with a ball on a pitch 
with goals at each end, esp. Brit. = Association Foor- 
BALL. 2 <a large inflated ball of a kind used in these 
games. 0 footballer 7. 

football pool 7. (also football pools p/.) a form of 
gambling on the results of football matches. 

footboard 7. 1 a board to support the feet or a foot. 
2 an upright board at the foot of a bed. 

footbrake n. a brake operated by the foot in a 
motor vehicle. 

footbridge x. a bridge for use by pedestrians. 

footer! n. 1 (in comb.) a person or thing of so many 
feet in length or height (s7x-footer). 2 a line or block 
of text appearing at the foot of each page of a 
document etc. 

footer? var. of roory. 

footfall 7. the sound of a footstep. 

foothill x. (often in f/.) any of the low hills around 
the base of a mountain. 

foothold z. 1 a place, esp. in climbing, where a foot 
can be supported securely. 2 a secure initial pos- 
ition or advantage. 

footie var. of roory. 

footing 7. 1 a foothold; a secure position (lost his foot- 
mg). 2 the basis on which an enterprise is estab- 
lished or operates; the position or status of a person 
in relation to others (on an equal footing). 

footlights n.p/. a row of lights along the front of a 
stage, > THEATRE 

footling adj. collog. trivial, silly. 

footloose adj. (often in phr. footloose and fancy- 
free) free to go where or act as one pleases, 

footman 7. (//. -men) a liveried servant. 

footmark 1. a footprint. 

footnote 7. a note printed at the foot of a page. 

footpad 7. /ust. an unmounted highwayman. 

footpath 7. 1 Bri. a path for pedestrians, esp. a 
pavement at the side of a road. 2 a path for walk- 
ing along-through woods, fields, etc. 

footplate n. esp. Bri. the platform in the cab of a 
locomotive for the crew. 

footprint 7. 1 the impression left by a foot or shoe. 
2 the area over which an aircraft is audible, a 
broadcast can be received. etc. 

footrest 7. a support for the feet or a foot. 

foot soldier 7. a soldier who fights on foot. 

footsore ad. having sore feet, esp. from walking. 

footstep n. 1 a step taken in walking, 2 the sound of 
this. 0 follow (or tread) in a person’s footsteps 
do as another person did before. 

footstool n. a low stool for resting the feet on when 
sitting. 

footway 7. Bril. a path or way for pedestrians. 

footwear 7. shoes, socks, etc. 

footwork 7. the use of the feet, esp. skilfully, in 
sports, dancing, etc. 

footy 7. (also footie, footer) collog. = roornau. 1. 

fop 7. an affectedly elegant or fashionable man; a 
dandy. [17th-century coinage] 0 foppery n. fop- 
pish adj. foppishly adv. foppishness n. 

for e@ prep. 1 in the interest or to the benefit of; 
intended to go to (these flowers are for you; wish to see u 
for myself ). 2 in defence, support, or favour of ( fight 
for one’s nights). 3 suitable or appropriate to (a dance for 
beginners; not for me to say). 4 m respect of or with 
reference to; regarding (usual for ties to be worn; don’t 
care for him at all, MP for Lincoln). 5 representing or in 
place of (here for my uncle). 6 in exchange against 
(sceopped it for a bigger one). 7 a as the price of (give me 
£2 for it). b at the price of (bought it for £5). ¢ to the 
amount of (a bill for £100). 8 as the penalty of 
( fined them heavily for it). 9 in requital of (that’s for 
upsetting my sister). 10 as a reward for (here’s £5 for 
your trouble). 11 with a view to; in the hope or quest 
‘of; in order to get (g0 for a walk; did i: for the money). 
12 corresponding to (word for word). 13 to reach; In 
the direction of; towards (lefl for Rome). 14 con- 


forecastle 


ducive or conducively to; in order to achieve (take 
the pills for a sound mght’s sleep). 15 so as to start 
promptly at (arrive at seven-thirty for exght). 16 through 
or over (a distance or period); during (walked for 
miles; sang for two hours). 17 in the character of} as 
being (for the last time; know it for a le). 18 because of; 
on account of (could not see for tears). 19 in spite of; 
notwithstanding ({ for all your fine words). 20 consider- 
ing or making due allowance in respect of (good for 
a beginner). @ conj. because, since, seeing that. o be 
for it Bri. collog. be in imminent danger of punish- 
ment or other trouble. for ever see ever (cf. 
VOREVER). © (or oh) for (as int.) expressing longing for 
a thing. [Old English] 

forage e 1. 1 food for horses and cattle. 2 the act or 
an instance of searching for food. @ wv. 1 intr (ofien 
foll. by for) go searching; rummage (esp. for 


food). 2 i get by foraging [from Old oee———— \ 


French fourrage] 0 forager n. 

forage cap 7. an infantry undress cap. 

foramen 7. (//. foramina) Anat. an opening, hole, 
or passage, esp. in a bone. [Latin] 

forasmuch as conj. archaic because, since. 

foray e 7. a sudden attack; a raid. @ v.intz, make or 
go on a foray. [from Old French /orager, related to 
FODDER] 

forbade (also forbad) past of rorsiv. 

forbear! vint: G tr (past forbore; past part. for- 
borne) /zierary abstain or desist (from) (could not forbear 
(from) speaking out; forbore to mention it). [Old English] 

forbear? var. of torenrar. 

forbearance 2. patient self-control; tolerance. 

forbid vx, (forbidding; pas/ forbade or forbad; 
past part. forbidden) } (foll. by /o + infin.) order not 
(L forbid you to go). 2 refuse to allow (a thing, or a 
person to have a thing) (/ forbid ut; was forbidden any 
wine). 3 refuse a person entry to (the gardens are forbid- 
den to children). {Old English] 

forbidden fruit 7. something desired or enjoyed 
all the more because not allowed. 

forbidding adj. uninviting, repellent, stern. a for- 
biddingly adv, 

forbore past of rorsrar’. 

forborne past part. of rorsear’. 

force @ n. I power; exerted strength or impetus; 
intense effort. 2 coercion or compulsion, esp. with 
the use or threat of violence. 3 a military strength. 
b (in p/.) troups; fighting resources. e an organized 
body of people, esp. soldiers, police, or workers. 
4 binding power; validity. 5 effect; precise signifi- 
cance (the force of their words). 6 mental or moral 
strength; influence, efficacy (force of habit). 7 Physics 
a an influence tending to chaiee the motion of a 
body or produce motion or stress in a stationary 
body. b the imtensity of this. 8 a person or thing 
regarded as exerting influence (is @ force for good). 
e@ w/r. 1 constrain (a person) by force. 2 make a way 
through or into by torce. 3 (usu. with prep. or adv.) 
drive or propel violently or against resistance (the 
wind forced them back). 4 (foll. by on, upon) impose or 
press (on a person) ( forced therr views on us). 5 a cause 
or produce by effort (forced a smile). b attain by 
strength or effort ( forced an entry, must force a decision). 
c make (a way) by force. 6 strain or increase to the 
utmost; overstrain. 7 artificially hasten the growth 
of (a plant). 8 seck or demand quick results from; 
accelerate the process of ( force the pace). 0 by force 
of by means of. force a person’s hand make a 
person act prematurely or unwillingly. force the 
issue render an immediate decision necessary. 
in force 1 valid, : ffective. 2 in great strength or 
numbers. join forces combine efforts. [based on 
Latin forizs ‘strong’| 0 forceable ad). forceably adi. 
forcer n. 

forced labour 7. compulsory labour, esp. under 
harsh conditions. 

forced landing 1. the unavoidable landing of an 
aircraft in an emergency. 

forced march 7. a long and vigorous march esp. by 
Lroops, 


_ force-feed x. force (esp. a prisoner) to take food. 


force field 7. (in science fiction) an invisible barrier 
of force. 

forceful adj. 1 vigorous, powerful. 2 (of speech) 
compelling, impressive. 0 forcefully adv. forceful- 
ness /. 

force majeure /forss ma-zher/ n. 1 irresisuble com- 
pulsion or coercion. 2 unforeseeable events excus- 
ing a person from the fulfilment of a contract. 
[French, literally ‘superior strength’] 

forcemeat 7. meat or vegetables etc. chopped and 
seasoned for use as a stuffing or a garnish. 
[based on Old French /farsir ‘to stuff’] 

forceps 7. (p/. same) ¥ surgical pincers. 


{Latin] 


FORCEPS: 
SPENCER WELLS ARTERY FORCEPS 


forcible ad. done by or involving force; forceful. 
O forcibleness n. forcibly adv. 

ford e 7. a shallow place where a river or stream 
may be crossed by wading or in a vehicle. @ wr. 
cross (water) at a ford. [Old English] 0 fordahble 
adj. fordless ad). 

fore e adj. situated in front. @ int. Golfa warning to a 

yerson in the path of a ball. co to the fore in front; 

conspicuous, 

fore and aft @ adv. at bow and stern; all over the 

ship. @ adj. (fore-and-aft) 1 (of a sail or rigging) set 

enethwise. 2 Naut. & Aeron. longitudinal ( fore-and- 

aft line). 

forearm! /for-arm/ n. the part of the arm from 

he elbow to the wrist or the fingertips. > Raprus 

forearm? /for-arm/ wi prepare or arm before- 
hand. 

forebear 2. (also forbear) (usu. in pi.) an ancestor. 
[vort + beer ‘one who exists before’ | 

foreboding x. an expectation of trouble or evil; a 
presage or omen. 


forebrain 7. Anai. the anterior part of the brain. 

forecast e ./7, { pasi and past part. -cast or ~casted) 
predict: estimate or calculate beforehand. @ n. a 
calculation or estimate of something future, esp. 
coming weather. 0 forecaster n. 

forecastle /fohk-siil/ n. (also fo’c’sle) Naut. ¥ the 
forward part of a ship. 


furemuast FORECASTLE OF 
AN EARLY 
19TH-CENTURY 


74-GUN SHIP 


boc spel 


forecastle 


foreclose 


foreclose v/v. 1 (also absol.; foll. by on) stop (a mort- 
gage) from being redeemable or (a mortgager) from 
redeeming, esp. as a result of defaults in payment. 
2 exclude, prevent. [based on Old French forclos 
‘closed out’] o foreclosure zn. 


forecourt 7. 1 an enclosed space in front of a build- 
ing. 2 Brit. the part of a filling station where petrol 
is supplied. 

forefather 7. (usu. in p/.) 1 an ancestor. 2 a member 
of a past generation of a family or people. 

forefinger 7. the finger next to the thumb. 

forefoot n. (pl. -feet) either of the front feet of a 
four-footed animal. 

forefront 7. 1 the foremost part. 2 the leading pos- 
iuon. 

foregather viz. (also forgather) assemble; meet 
together; associate. [from Dutch vergaderen| 

forego! utr & intr (-goes; past -went; past part. 
-gone) precede in place or time. [Old English] 
0 foregoer 7. 

forego? var. of torco. 

foregoing adj. preceding; previously mentioned. 

foregone conclusion ». an easily foreseen or pre- 
dictable result. 

foreground 7. 1 the part of a view that is nearest 
the observer. 2 the most conspicuous position. 
[from Dutch voorgrond| 

forehand 7. Tennis etc. la 
4a stroke played with the 
palm of the hand facing 
the opponent. 2 b (attrib) 

(also forehanded: of or 
made with a forehand. 


FOREHAND [ENNIS STROKE 
forehead 1. the part of the face 
above the eyebrows. [Old Eng- 
lish] 
foreign adj. 1 of, from, in, o1 
characteristic of a country or a 
language other than one’s own. 
2 dealing with other countries (foreign 
3 (often foll. by fo) unfamiliar, strange, alien (Ais 
behaviour ts foreign to me). 4 coming from outside 
( foreign matter in the mechanism). [based on Latin foras 
‘outside’] 0 foreignness 7: 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office ». the Brit- 
ish government department dealing with foreign 
atlairs. 


serve) 


foreign body ». an extraneous material object, esp. 
one ingested, mtrocluced, ete., into the body. 

foreigner 7. a person born in or coming from a 
foreign country 

foreign exchange #. 1 the currency of other coun- 
tries. 2 clealings in these 

foreign legion x. a body of foreign volunteers in a 
modern, esp. the French, army 

foreign minister 7. (also foreign secretary) Bri/. 
a government munister in charge of his or hei 
country’s relations with other countrie 


Foreign Office n. Bri. hist. or collog. 


= FORLION \ND COMMONWEALUTE OtgtGd 
foreign service 7. .\. Amer = virio 
MIVTRO STRVICI 


foreknowledge 7. prior knowledge 
of an event etc. 
foreland x. a cape or promontory 


foreleg n. cither of the front legs of 


a quadrups ad f 
forelimb », either of the front » 


limbs of an animal Z ; 
forelock n. &® 4 lock of hai 7 
growing wbove 


just the for¢ 


fyy y 


fore loch 


"hy 


FORELOCK 


HORSI 


forge 


FORESHORTEN 


In this diagram, the figure on the right is 
foreshortened, appearing to recede towards 
the horizon. This effect can be achieved by 
dividing up the side-on view of the figure at 
the left edge of the picture plane. The div- 
isions are joined to the vanishing point on 
the horizon. Where these lines intersect 
with the picture plane, horizontal lines 

can be plotted, providing the 

divisions for foreshorten- 

ing the figure. 


side-on view 


of figure 


DEMONSTRATION OF FORESHORTENING 


picture plane horizon lite vanishing 
(edge-on) point 


plotted i 
horizontal lines H 

jore- ? 
shortened 3 
figure #4 


foreman n. (/. -men) 1 a worker with supervisory 
responsibilities. 2 the member of a jury who pre- 
sides over its deliberations and speaks on its behalf. 

foremast 7. the forward mast of a ship. > Man-or 
WAR, SCHOONER 

foremost e adj. 1 the chief or most notable. 2 the 
most advanced in position; the front. @ adv. before 
anything else in position; in the first place (first and 
foremost). [Old English superlative of forma ‘first’| 

forename 7. a first or Christian name. 

forenoon n. archaic except Law & Naut. the part of 
the day before noon. 

forensic adj. 1 of or used in connection with courts 
of law, esp. in relation to crime detection, 2 of or 
employing forensic science. [from Latin _forensis| 
O forensically ad 


uw Usage The use of forensic in sense 2 is common, 
hut it is considered an illogical extension of sense | 
by some people. 


forensic science 7. the application of biochemical 
and other scientific techniques to the investigation 
ot crime 

beforehand. 


foreordain w/; predestine; ordain 


0 foreordination 7. 

forepaw x. either of the front paws of a quad- 
ruped. 
foreplay 7 


course 


stimulation preceding sexual inter- 


forerunner 7. | a predecessor. 2 an advance mes- 
senger: 
foresail n. .\aui. the principal sail on a foremast. 
D> MAN-OP-WARL SCHOONER 
foresee i./7. (pas! -saw; pas! part. -seen) (often foll. 
by ‘hat + clause) see or be aware of hetorehand. 
[Old Enghsh] o foreseeable adj. foreseeably 
ade. foreseeability n. 
foreshadow ./7, be a warning or indication of (a 
luture event: 
foreshore 7. the part of the 
shore between high and low 
water marks 
foreshorten /;, A show or por- 
tray (an object) with the appar- 
ent shortening due to visual 
perspective 
foresight n. 1 regard o 
provision for the fu- 
ture, 2 the process 
torcseeineg, 
3 the front sight 
ol a gun. Gin, 
4 Surveying a 
sight taken 
lorwards. | Mid- 
dle English] 0 fore- 
sighted «dj. fore- 
sightedly adi. fore- 


sightedness MILEAL ¢ 


FORGE? BLACKSMITH FORGING 


\ 


foreskin 7. the fold of skin covering the end of the 
penis. 

forest en. 1 (often ati7b) a large area of trees and 
undergrowth. 2 the trees growing in it. 3 a large 
number or dense mass of vertical objects (a forest of 
masts). @ v.tr, 1 plant with trees. 2 convert into a 
forest. [from Late Latin forestis silva “wood outside 
the walls of a park’ 

forestall «iz, 1 act in advance of in order to pre- 
vent. 2 anticipate (the action of another, or an 
event). 3 anticipate the action of. [Middle English] 

forestay 7. .\au/. a stay from the head of the fore- 
mast to a ship’s deck or bowsprit. > vinGHy, RIGGING 

forester 7. 1 a person in charge of a forest or skilled 
in forestry. 2 a person or animal living in a forest. 

forestry 7. the science or management of forests. 

foretaste n. partial enjoyment or suffering in ad- 
vance; anticipation. , 

foretell «tr. (past and gast part. -told) tell of or pres- 
age (an event etc.) before it takes place; predict, 
prophesy. .o foreteller n. i 

forethought 7. 1 care or provision for the future. 
2 previous thinking or devising, 3 deliberate inten- 
on. 

foretold pai and pas part. of rorerei.. 


forever adv. continually, persistently (is forever com- 
plaining) (ct. for ever (see tver)). 


forewarn 7/7, warn beforehand. 

forewent pas! of rorico!, rorKGo?. 

forewoman 7. (//. -women) 1 a female worker 
with supervisory responsibilities. 2 a woman who 
presides over a jury’s deliberations and speaks on its 
behall. 

foreword n, introductory remarks at the beginning 
of a book, often by a person other than the author, 

forfeit /for-fi/ @ x. 1 a penalty for a breach of 
contract or neglect; a fine. 2 a trivial fine for a 
breach of rules m clubs etc. or in games. 3 some- 
thing surrendered as a penalty. 4 the process of 
forfeiting, @ adj. lost or surren- 
dered as a penalty. e uf, 
(forfeited, forfeiting) lose 
the right to, be deprived of, or 
have to pay as a penalty. [from 
Old French forfet. forfail ‘trans- 
gression | O forfeitable adj. 

forfend vir 1 US protect by 
precautions. 2 archai 
keep off, 

forgather var. of rorucaruer. 

forgave pas of vorcivi 

forge! @ vt; 1 a Brit. make 
money etc.) in fraudulent imi- 
tation. b write (a document or 
signature) in order to pass it off 
as written by another. 2 < 
shape (esp. metal) by heating 
and hammering. e 7. 1 a black- 
smith’s workshop; a smithy. 


VG 


AWN ANN II 


forge 


2 a a furnace or hearth for melting or refining 
metal. b a workshop containing this. [from Latin 
Jfabricare ‘to fabricate’.| 0 forgeable adj. forger n. 
forge® vinir, move forward gradually or steadily. 
O forge ahead 1 take the lead in a race. 
2 progress rapidly. [18th-century comage| 
forgery 7. (//. -ies) 1 the act or an instance of for- 
ging a document etc. 2 a forged document etc. 
forget v. (forgetting; pas! forgot; past part. forgot- 
ten or esp. US forgot) 1 tr G (often foll. by about) 
intr. lose the remembrance of; not remember {a 
person or thing). 2 ¢ (often foll. by clause or to + 
infin.) not remember; neglect ( forgot to come; forgot 
how to do it). 3 tr. (also absol.) put out of mind; cease 
to think of (jforgwe and forget). 0 forget oneself 
1 neglect one’s own interests. 2 act unbecomingly 
or unworthily. [Old English} 0 forgettable ad). 
forgetful ad. 1 api to forget, absent-minded. 
2 (often foll. by of) forgetting, neglectful. 5 forget- 
fully od). forgetfulness n. 
forget-me-not 7. > any plant of 
the genus Myosotis, esp. 
M. scorpioides with small 
yellow-eyed bright blue 
flowers. 
forgive wf, (also absol. 
or with double ob- 
ject) (past forgave; 
past part. forgiven) 
1 cease to feel angry 
or resentful towards; par- 
don (an offender or of 
fence), 2 remit or let off (a debt or debtor). [Old 
English] 0 forgivable ad. forgivably adv. forgiver n. 
forgiveness n. the act of forgiving; the state of 
being forgiven. 
forgiving ad). inclined readily to forgive. 0 forgiv- 
ingly adv. 
forgo w.t7. (also forego) (-goes; past -went; past part. 
-gone) abstain from; go without; relinquish. [Old 
English] . 
forgot past of rorcer. 
forgotten past part. of roRcET. 
fork e 7. 1 an instrument with two or more prongs 
used in eating or cooking. 2 a sumilar much larger 
instrument used for digging, lifting, etc. 3 any 
pronged device or component (tuning fork), > TUNING 
rork. 4 a forked support for a bicycle wheel. > orr- 
| road. 5 a a divergence of anything, e.g. a stick or 
road, or NV. Amer. a river, into two parts. b either of 
the two parts (take the lefl fork). @ v. 1 intr. form a fork 
or branch by separating into two parts. 2 inér. take 
one or other road etc. at a fork (fork left for Banbury). 
| 3 tr dig or hft etc. with a fork. o fork out collog. 
hand over or pay, usu. reluctantly. fork over turn 
over (soil etc.) with a fork. {from Latin furca] 
forked adj. 1 having a fork or forkhke end or 
branches. 2 divergent, cleft. 
fork-lift truck n. a vehicle with a horizontal fork in 
front for lifting and carryimg loads. 
forlorn adj. 1 sad and abandoned or lonely. 2 in a 
pitiful state; of wretched appearance. [from obso- 
lete_forlese ‘to lose’) 0 forlornly adv. forlornness n. 
forlorn hope 2. a faint remaining hope or chance. 
[from Dutch verloren hoop ‘lost troop’, originally of a 
detachment of assault troops etc.] 
form e 7. 1 a a shape; an arrangement of parts. 
b the outward aspect (esp. apart from colour) or 
shape of a body. 2 a person or animal as visible or 
tangible (the familiar form of the postman). 3 the mode 
in which a thing exists or manifests itself (look the 
form of a book). 4 a species, kind, or variety. 5 a 
printed document with blank spaces for informa- 
tion to be inserted. 6 esp. Brit. a class in a school. 
7 a customary method; what is usually done (com- 
mon form). 8 a set order of words; a formula. 
9 behaviour according to a rule or custom. 
10 (prec. by the) correct procedure (Anows the form). 
11 a (of an athlete, horse, etc.) condition of health 
and training (2s in lop form). b Racing details of previ- 


FORGET-ME-NOT: 
WOOD FORGET-ME-NOT 
(Myosotis sploatica) 


fort 


ous performances. 12 general state or disposition 
(was in greal form). 13 Brit. slang a criminal record, 
14 formality or mere ceremony. 15 Gram. one of 
the ways in which a word may be spelt or 
pronounced or inflected, 16 arrangement and style 
in literary or musical composition. 17 Philos. the 
essential nature of a species or thing. 18 Brit. a long 
bench without a back. 19 Brit. a hare’s lair. @ v. 
1 ¢ make or fashion into a certain shape or form. 
2 intr. take a certain shape; be formed. 3 @ be the 
material of; make up or constitute (together form a 
unit; forms part of the structure). 4 tr. develop or estab- 
lish as a concept, institution, or practice (form an 
idea; formed an alliance). 5 tr (foll. by ito) embody, 
organize. 6 tr, G itr. (often foll. by up) esp. Mil. 
bring or be brought into a certain arrangement or 
formation. 0 in form fit for racing etc. off form 
esp. Brit. not playing or performing well. on form 
esp. Brit. playing or performing well. out of form 
not fit for racing etc. [from Latin forma ‘mould, form’] 

formal adj, 1 in accordance with rules, convention, 
or ceremony ( formal dress; a formal occasion). 2 precise 
or symmetrical (a formal garden). 3 prim or stiff in 
manner. 4 perfunctory, having the form without 
the spirit. 5 valid or correctly so called because of 
its form; explicit (@ formal agreement). 6 in accord- 
ance with recognized forms or rules. 7 of or 
concerned with (outward) form or appearance, 
esp. as distinct from content or matter. c formally 
adv. 

formaldehyde /for-mal-di-hyd/ n. a colourless 
pungent gas used as a disinfectant and preservative 
and in the manufacture of synthetic resins. 

formalin 7. a colourless solution of formaldehyde 
in water used as a preservative for biological speci- 
mens ete. 

formalism 7. 1 excessive adherence to prescribed 
forms. 2 derog. an artist’s concentration on form at 
the expense of content. o formalist x. formal- 
istic ad). 

formality 7. (//. -ies) 1 a a formal, esp. mean- 
ingless, act, regulation, or custom. b a thing 
done simply to comply with a rule. 2 the ngid 
observance of rules or convention. 3 cere- 
mony; elaborate procedure. 4 being 
formal; precision of manners. 

formalize vi: (also -ise) 
1 give definite shape or 
legal formality _ to. 
2 make ceremonious, 
precise, or rigid. 0 for- 
malization 1. 

format e 7. 1 the shape and 
size of a book, periodical, etc. 
2 the style or manner of an arrangement or proce- 
dure. 3 Computing a defined structure for holding 
data etc. in a record. @ itz (formatted, format- 
ting) 1 arrange or put into a _ format. 
2 Computing prepare (a storage medium) to receive 
data. [from Latin formatus (liber) ‘shaped (book) | 

formate 7. Chem. a salt or ester of formic acid. 

formation 7. 1 the act or an instance of forming; 
the process of being formed. 2 a thing formed. 3 a 
structure or arrangement of parts. 4 a particular 
arrangement, e.g. of troops, aircraft in flight, etc. 
5 Geol. an assemblage of rocks or series of strata 
having some common characteristic. 0 forma- 
tional ad). 

formative adj. serving to form or fashion; of 
formation. [Middle English, related to rors] 
0 formatively adi. 

former! aitrib.adj. 1 of or occurring in the past or an 
earlier period (in former times). 2 having been previ- 
ously (her former husband). 3 (prec. by the; often absol.) 
the first or first mentioned of two. [Middle English, 
from. forme ‘first’]} 

former? n. 1 a person or thing that forms. 2 (in 
comb.) Brit. a pupil of a specified form in a school 
( fourth-former). 

formerly adv. in the past; in former umes. 


FORSYTHIA 


*‘ Lynwood’) 


(Forsythia intermedia 


Formica 7. prop. a hard durable plastic laminate 
used for working surfaces, cupboard doors, etc. 
[20th-century coinage] 

formic acid pn. a colourless irritant volatile acid 
contained in the fluid emitted by some ants. [based 
on Latin formica ‘ant’ | 

formidable adj. I inspiring fear or dread. 2 inspir- 
ing respect or awe. 3 likely to be hard to overcome, 
resist, or deal with. [from Latin formedabilis] 0 for- 
midableness 7. formidably adv. 

formless adj. shapeless; without determinate or 
regular form. 0 formlessly adv, formlessness n. 

formula pn. (//. formulas or (esp. in senses 1, 2) 
formulae /-lee/) 1 Chem. a set of chemical sym- 
bols showing the constituents of a substance and 
their relative proportions. 2 Math. a mathematical 
rule expressed in symbols. 3 a a fixed form of 
words, esp. one used on social or ceremonial occa- 
sions. b a rule unintelligently or slavishly followed. 
ca form of words embodying agreement etc. 4aa 
list of ingredients; a recipe. b esp. NM. Amer an 
infant’s liquid food preparation. 5 a classification of 
racing car, esp. by the engine capacity. [Latin, liter- 
ally ‘ttle form’] © formulaic adj. formularize 
utr, (also -ise). formulize w.t7 (also -ise). 

formulary 7. (//. -ies) a collection of formulas or 
set forms, esp. for religious use. [from Latin formula- 
rius (liber) (book) of formulae’] 

formulate wu. 1 express in a formula. 2 express 
clearly and precisely. 0 formulation n. 

fornicate v.intr. archaic or joc. (of people not married 
or not married to each other) have sexual inter- 
course voluntarily. fbased on Latin fornix -t1s 

‘brothel | o fornication 7. fornicator n. 
forsake vir (past forsook; past part. 
forsaken) 1 give up; renounce. 

2 desert, abandon. [Old 

English forsacan ‘to 
deny, renounce, 

refuse’] a for- 
sakenness 1. for- 

saker 7. 


forsooth adv. archaic or joc. 
truly; no doubt. [Old English] 
forswear wir (past for- 
= swore; fast part. for- 
sworn) 1 abjure; renounce 
on oath. 2 (refl. or in passive) 
swear falsely; commit perjury. 
{Old English] 
forsythia /for-syth-ia/ n. < any ornamen- 
tal shrub of the genus Forsythia, with bright 
yellow flowers. [modern Latin, named after 
W. Forsyth, English botanist, 1737 1804] 
fort n. ¥ a fortified building or position. [from 
Latin fortis ‘strong’ | 


main circular inner rampart 


fort houses around river 


a square 


galeway \ 


road 


Ese 


Fe [ves eee 


ditch / outer rampart houses | cemetery 


FORT: LAYOUT OF A CIRCULAR VIKING FOR] 


forte 


foul 


FOSSIL 


For an organism’s remains to be fossilized, the natural 
process of decay must be arrested. Rapid burial is 
essential to isolate the remains from air and water. 
If the organism’s cavities are filled with hard min- 
erals, the dead organism becomes more resistant 


ved 


than the sediment around it and is said to be fos- sediment 

ee a ee layers 

silized. Fossilization may also occur through re- i 
seave 


frigeration (organisms in ice) or carbonization (e.g. 
leaves in coal). Organisms sometimes leave cast- 
type fossils (e.g. footprints in mud) or become pre- 


| dissolving shell 


served in amber (the fossilized resin of a plant). 
BE MAMPLES OF FOSSTIES 
CLYPEASTER 

IN SAND 


DICROIDICM LEAF 
IN AIG STONE 


SPIDER Lt 
IN AN 


forte’ /for-tay/ n. 1 a thing in which a person 
excels. 2 Fencing the part of a sword blade from the 
hilt to the middle. {from Latin fortis ‘strong’] 
forte’ /for-iay/ Mus. @ adj. performed loudly. @ adv. 
loudly. @ z. a passage to be performed loudly. [Ital- 
ian, literally ‘strong, loud’ | 

forth adv. archaic except in set phrases and after 
certain verbs, esp. bring, come, go, and set. 1 forward: 
into view. 2 onwards in time ( from this time forth: 
henceforth). 3 forwards. 4 out from a starting point 
(set forth), Q and so forth and so on; and the like. 
[Old Enghsh] 

forthcoming adj. 1 about or likely to appear or 
become available. 2 produced when wanted (no 
reply was forthcoming). 3 (of a person) informative, 
responsive. O forthcomingness 7. 

forthright adj. 1 direct and outspoken. 2 decisive. 
{Old English] o forthrightly ad. forthrightness 7. 

forthwith ad:. immediately; without delay. [Middle 
English] 

fortification 7, 1 the act or an instance of fortify- 
ing; the process of being fortified. 2 AZi/. (usu. in p/.) 
defensive works fortifying a position. 

fortify vf, \-1es, -1ed) 1 provide or equip with 
defensive works. 2 strengthen or invigorate men- 
tally or morally. 3 strengthen the structure of. 
4 strengthen (wine) with alcohol. 5 in- 
crease the nutritive value of (food, esp. 
with vitamins). [based on Latin fortis 
‘strong’| 0 fortifiable ad). 
fortifier 1. 

fortissimo Afus. @ ad). 
performed very loud- 
ly. e@ adv. very loudly. 
en. (pl. -os or fortis- 
simi) a passage to be 
performed very loud- 

ly. [Itahan, literally 
‘loudest’ 

fortitude n. courage 

in pain or adversity. 
[from Latin fortitudo| 

fortnight 7. a period 

of two weeks, [Old 
English feowertiene niht 
‘fourteen nights’ | 


forum 


“l 


market 
stalls 


FORUM: ROMAN 
LONDON’S PORE M, 
iKD CENTURY AD 


fortnightly csp. Bri/ 
@ ad. done, produced, 
or occurring once a fort- 
night. @ adv. every fortnight. @ n. ( p/. -ies) a maga- 
zine etc. issued every fortnight. 


Seed 


replaced by minerals 


FORMATION OF A SHELL FOSSIL 


REP ED) 
IBLR 


BEETLE IN TAR 
AND SAND 


AMMONITE IN 
IRON PYRITES 


Fortran 2. (also FORTRAN) Computing a high-level 
programming language used esp. for scientific cal- 
culations. [from formula /ranslation] 

fortress 7. a military stronghold, esp. a strongly for- 
tified town. [related to rori| 

fortuitous adj. due to or characterized by chance. 
[from Latin forlurtus| a fortuitously adv. for- 
tuitousness 7. 

fortunate adj. 1 lucky, prosperous. 2 auspicious, 
favourable. [based on Latin fortuna ‘luck’ 

fortunately ad. 1 luckily, successfully. 2 (qualifying 
a whole sentence) it is fortunate that. 

fortune 7. 1 a chance or luck as a force in human 
affairs. b a person's destiny. 2 (in sing or pl.) the 
good or bad luck that befalls a person or an enter- 
prise. 3 good luck. 4 prosperity. 5 (also collog. small 
fortune) great wealth; a huge sum of money. 
(from Latin fortuna ‘luck, chance’] 

fortune hunter 7. collog. a person seeking wealth 
by marriage. 

fortune-teller 7. a person who claims to predict 
future events in a person’s life. 0 fortune-telling n. 

forty e 7. (//. -ies) 1 the product of four and ten. 
2 a symbol for this (40, xl, XL). 3 (in pi.) the 
numbers from +0 to 49, esp. the years of a century 
or of a person’s life. @ aaj. that amount to forty. [Old 
English] o fortieth adj. G n. fortyfold ad. & adv 

{ forty winks n.pl. collog. a 

short sleep. 
orum 7. 1 a place of or 
meeting for public discussion. 

2 a periodical ete. giving an 
opportunity for cliscus- 

sion. 3 a court or tr- 
bunal. 4 Aisi. <a public 
square or market place 
in an ancient Roman 

city. [Latin, in sense 4] 

forward e ad. 1 lying 

in one’s line of moton. 
2 onward or towards the front. 

3 precocious; bold in manner; 
presumptuous. 4 a Commerce relat- 

ing to future produce, delivery, etc. 
( forward contract), b prospective; 
advanced: with a view to the future 
forward planning). 5 advanced; pro- 

gressing towards or approaching ma- 
turity or completion. @ n. an attacking player in 
football, hockey, etc. @ ad. 1 to the front; into 
prominence. 2 in advance; ahead. 3 onward so as 


town hall an 
justice courts 


to make progress (not gelling any further forward). 
4 towards the future; continuously onwards (from 
this time forward). 5 (also forwards) a in the direc- 
tion one is facing. b in the normal direction of 
motion or of traversal. ¢ with continuous forward 
motion (rushing forward). @ v.tr. 1 a send (a letter etc.) 
on to a further destination. b esp. Brit. dispatch 
(goods etc.). 2 help to advance; promote. [Old 
English] 0 forwarder n. forwardly adv. for- 
wardness 7. (esp. in sense 3 of ad}.). 

forward-looking adj. progressive; 
change. 

forwards var. of rorwarp adv. 5. 

forwent fas! of rorco. 

fossil @ 7. 1 < the remains or impression of a 
prehistoric plant or animal in rock, amber, etc. 
(often attrab.: fossil shells). > arcuAcopreryx. 2 collog. an 
antiquated or unchanging person or thing. @ ad). 
1 of or like a fossil. 2 antiquated. [based on Latin 
fodere foss- ‘to dig’| a fossiliferous adj. fossilize 
utr. G intr (also -ise). fossilization n. 

fossil fuel 7. ¥ a natural fuel such as coal or gas 
formed from the remains of living organisms. 

foster e vir 1 a promote the growth or develop- 
ment of. b encourage or harbour (a feeling). 2 (of 
circumstances) be favourable to. 3 a bring up 
(another’s child). b (often foll. by out) Bri. (of a local 
authority etc.) assign (a child) to be fostered. @ ad). 
1 having a family connection by fostering ( foster 
brother. foster parent). 2 concerned with fostering a 
child ( foster care; foster home). [Old English] 0 foster- 
age 7. (esp. in sense 3 of v.). fosterer n. 

fought past and past part. of vicH'. 

foul e adj. 1 offensive to the senses; loathsome, stink- 
ing. 2 dirty, soiled, filthy. 3 collog. revolting, disgust- 
ing. 4 a containing or charged with noxious matter 
( foul air). b clogged, choked. 5 disgustingly abusive 
or offensive (foul language, foul deeds). 6 unfair; 
against the rules of a game etc. (dy farr means or foul). 
7 (of the weather) wet, rough, stormy. 8 (of a rope 
etc.) entangled. @ 7. 1 Sport an unfair or invalid 


favouring 


ee ~ 


FOSSIL FUEL 


Decaying organi¢ matter produces gases 
that are usually lost to the atmosphere. 

If plant and animal remains are trapped 
in sediment, however, they may form 
fossil fuels. Land plants buried in mud 
may form a layer of peat, which over 
millions of years is compressed to form 
coal. Oil and natural gas can be produced 
by marine life decaying under sediment. 
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FORMATION OF COAL 


foul mouth 


stroke or piece of play. 2 a collision or entangle- 
ment. @ adv. unfairly. @ v 1 ir G int. make or 
become foul or dirty. 2 é (of an animal) make dirty 
with excrement. 3 Sport a tr. commit a foul against 
(a player). b iniz commit a foul. 4 a & (often foll. by 
up) cause (an anchor, cable, etc.) to become entan- 
gled or muddled. b ii, become entangled. 5 tr 
(usu. foll. by up) collog. spoil or bungle. [Old 
English] 0 foully adv. foulness n. 

foul mouth 7. a person who uses foul language. 
0 foul-mouthed az). 

foul play 7. 1 unfair play in games. 2 treacherous or 
violent activity, esp. murder. 

foui-up 7. a muddled or bungled situation. 

found! past and past part. of rin, 

found? 2, 1 a establish (esp. with an endowment). 
b originate or initiate (an institution). 2 be the ori- 
ginal builder or begin the building of (a town etc.). 
3 lay the base of (a building etc.). 4 (foll. by on, upon) 
construct or base (a story, theory, rule, etc.) accord- 
ing to a specified principle or ground. [from Latin 
Jundare, based on fundus ‘bottom’ 

found® vf 1 a melt and mould (metal). b fuse 
(materials for glass). 2 make by founding, [from 
Latin fundere ‘to pour’) o founder n. 

foundation ”. 1 a the solid ground or base on which 
a building rests. b (usu. in f/.) the lowest load-bearing 
part of a building, usu. below ground level. > House. 
2 a body or ground on which other parts are over- 
laid. 3 a basis or underlying principle (the report has no 
foundation). 4 a the act or an instance of establishing 
or constituting esp. an endowed institution. b such 
an institution, e.g. a monastery, college, or hospital. 
5 (in full foundation garment) a woman’s 
supporting undergarment, e.g. a corset. [from Latin 
fundatio, related to rounv®] a foundational ad). 

foundation course 7. a preliminary basic course 
of study. 

foundation cream 7. a cream used as a base for 
applying cosmetics. > MAKE-UP 

foundation stone 7, a stone laid with ceremony to 
celebrate the founding of a building. 

founder’ 7. a person who founds an institution. 

founder? ».iné, 1 (of a ship) fill with water and sink, 
2 {of a plan etc.) fail. 3 (of earth, a building, etc.) 
fall down or in. 4 (of a horse or its rider) fall to the 
ground, fall from lameness, stick fast in mud etc. 
[based on Latin fundus ‘hottom’] 

foundling 7». an abandoned infant of 
unknown parentage. [Middle English] 

foundry 7. (//. -ies) a workshop for .@ 
or a business of casting metal. 

fount! 1. poet. a spring or fountain; 
a source. 


fount? Brit. var. of roni?. 


fountain 7. 1 aa jet orjetsof / 
water made to spout for ,“% 
ornamental purposes or Ce 
for drinking. b a structure j 
provided for this. 2 a struc- 
ture for the constant public supply 
of drinking water. 3 a source (in physical 
or abstract senses). [ from Latin fons fontes 
‘a spring’] 0 fountained ad). (also in comb). 

fountainhead 7. an original source. 

fountain pen /. a pen with a reservoir or cartridge 
holding ink. > pen 

four e 7. 1 one more than three. 2 a symbol for this (4, 
iv, IV). 3 a size etc. denoted by four. 4 a four-oared 
rowing boat or its crew, 5 four o’clock. 6 a hit at 
cricket scoring four runs. @ adj. that amount to four. 
0 on all fours on hands and knees. [Old English] 

fourfold adj. & adv. 1 four times as much or as many. 
2 consisting of four parts. 3 amounting to four. 

four-in-hand 7. a vehicle with four horses driven 
by one person. 

four-letter word 7. a short obscene word. 

fourpenny adj. Bril. costing four pence, esp. before 
decimalization. 

fourpenny one 7. Brit. collog. a hit or blow. 


FOX: RED FOX 
(Vulpes vulpes) 


fractious 


four-poster 7. a bed with a post at each corner 
supporting a canopy. 

fourscore n. archaic eighty. 

foursome 7. 1 a group of four persons. 2 Brit. a golf 
match between two pairs with partners playing the 
same ball. 


four-square e adj. 1 solidly based. 2 steady, reso- 
lute. @ adv. steadily, resolutely. 
four-stroke «aiirib.adj. (of an internal-combustion 
engine) having a cycle of four strokes (intake, 
compression, combustion, and exhaust). > inreRNAL- 
COMBUSTION ENGINE 
fourteen e 7. 1 one more than thirteen. 2 a symbol 
for this (14, xiv, XIV). 3 a size etc. denoted by four- 
teen. @ adj. that amount to fourteen. [Old English] 
o fourteenth ad. & n. 
fourth e 7. 1 the position in a sequence corres- 
ponding to that of the number 4 in the sequence | 4. 
2 something occupying this position. 3 the fourth 
person etc. in a race or competition. 4 each of four 
equal parts of a thing; a quarter. 5 fourth gear. 6 Mus. 
a an interval or chord spanning four consecutive 
notes in the diatonic scale (e.g, C to F). b a note sepa- 
rated from another by this interval. e adj. that is the 
fourth, [Old English] o fourthly adv. 
fourth dimension 7. 1 a postulated dimension 
additional to those determining area and volume. 
2 time regarded as equivalent to linear dimensions. 
fourth estate n. joc. the press; journalism. 
four-wheel drive 7. drive acting on all four wheels 
of a vehicle (see prive n. 6a). > CAR 
fovea /foh-viad/ n. (pl. foveae /-vi-ee/) Anat. a 
small depression or pit, esp. the pit in the retina of 
the eye for focusing images. [Latin] 0 foveal ad). 
foveate adj. 
fowl ( p/. same or fowls) @ n. 1 a (in full domestic 
fowl) a domestic cock or hen kept chiefly for its 
eggs arfd flesh. > santam. b any other domesticated 
bird kept for its eggs or flesh, e.g. the turkey, duck, 
goose, and guinea fowl. 2 the flesh of these birds as 
food. @ vintr, catch or hunt wildfowl. [Old English] 
0 fowler n. fowling 7. 
fox en. 1 ¥ any of various doglike mammals of the 
genus Vulpes or a related genus, with a bushy tail, esp. 
the reddish Vi vulpes. 2 a 
cunning or sly person. 
3 N. Amer. slang an 
attractive woman. 
e ch, deceive, 
baffle, trick, [Old 
English] 
foxglove x. any tall plant of 
the genus Digitalis, esp. D. purpurea, 
with erect spikes of purple or white 
bell-shaped flowers. 
foxhole n. Mil. a hole 
ground used as a shelter. 
foxhound 7. a kind of hound bred 
and trained to hunt foxes. 


) 


in the 


fox-hunt e 7. a hunt for a fox with 
hounds. @ v.imér. engage in a fox-hunt. 
fox terrier 7. a kind of short-haired terrier. 
foxtrot @ 7. 1 a ballroom dance with slow and quick 
steps. 2 the music for this. @ wiz (foxtrotted, 
foxtrotting) perform this dance. 
foxy adj. (foxier, foxiest) 1 of or like a fox. 2 sly or 
cunning. 3 reddish brown. 4 (of paper) damaged, 
esp. by mildew. 5 NV. Amer. slang (of a woman) sexually 
attractive. 0 foxily adv. foxiness n. 
foyer /foy-ay/ n. the entrance hall or other large area 
in a hotel, theatre, etc. [French, literally ‘hearth’] 
Fr symb. Chem. the element francium. 
| Fr. abbr. (also Fr) Father. 
fr. abbr. franc(s). 
fracas /frak-ah/ n. (pl. same) a noisy disturbance 
or quarrel. [based on Italian fracassare ‘to make an 
uproar’ | 


fractal Maih.en. > a 
curve or geometrical 
figure, each part of | 
which has the same | 
statistical character as | 
the whole. e ad). relat- 
ing to or of the nature 
of a fractal or frac- 
tals. [French, from 
Latin frangere ‘break’] {fj 

fraction 7. 1 a num- 
erical quantity that is 
not a whole number 
(e.g. '/, 0.5). 2 a small, 
esp. very small, part, 
piece, or amount. 3 a 
portion of a mixture 
separated by distilla- 
tion etc. [based on 
Latin _frangere fract- ‘to break’] 

fractional adj. 1 of or relating to being a fraction. 
2 very slight; incomplete. 3 Chem. ¥ relating to the 
separation of parts of a mixture by making use of 
their different physical properties (fractional crystal- 
lization; fractional distillation). 0 fractionalize v.¢tr, 
(also -ise). fractionally adv. (esp. in sense 2). 

fractionate vf. 1 break up into parts. 2 separate by 
fractional distillation etc. Oo fractionation n. 

fractious adj. irritable, peevish. [related to obsolete 
fraction ‘disruption of peace’] O fractiously adv. 
fractiousness 7. 


FRACTAL: COMPUTER 
GENERATED FRACTAL 


w Usage See Usage Note at rctious. 


FRACTIONAL 


Fractional distillation is the process used 
to separate complex mixtures, such as 
crude oil, into their component parts. 
In the diagram below, crude oil 1s heated 
and pumped into a fractionating tower. 
Vapours from the oil cool as they rise. 
At each tier, a different compound of 
the crude oil reaches the temperature 

at which it condenses, and so collects on 
trays. The resultant liquids are then 
drained off through pipes. 
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fracture 


FRACTURE 


There are several types of bone fracture, 
determined by the degree and direction of 
the force applied. A straight-on force may 
cause a different break from an oblique 
one; more than one break may occur; or 
only one side of the bone may be broken. 


TYPES OF FRACTURE 
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fracture e 7. 1 A breakage or breaking, esp. of a 
hone or cartilage. 2 the result of breaking; a crack 
or split. @ wintz G tr 1 Med. undergo or cause to 
undergo a fracture. 

fragile ad. 1 easily broken; weak. 2 of delicate 
frame or constitution; not strong. [from Latin fra- 
gilis| 0 fragilely adv. fragility n. 

fragment e 7. /frag-mént/ 1 a part broken off; a 
detached piece. 2 an isolated or incomplete part. 
3 the remains of an otherwise lost or destroyed 
book or work of art. @ utr G mir, /frag-ment/ break 
or separate into fragments. [from Latin fragmentum| 
0 fragmental adj. fragmentize 1. !x (also -ise). 

fragmentary ad. 1 consisting of fragments. 
2 disconnected, 0 fragmentarily adv. 

fragmentation 7. (he process or an instance 
of breaking into fragments. 

fragmentation bomb ». a }omb designed 
to break up into small rapidly-moving frag- 
ments when exploded. 

fragrance 7. 1 swectness of smell. 2 a sweet 
scent. [from (Old) French, based on Latin 

Jfragrare “to smell sweet’) 

fragrant adj. sweet-smelling. [from Latin fra- 
grant- ‘smelling sweet’| 0 fragrantly adv. 

frail ad. 1 fragile, delicate. 2 in weak 
health. 3 morally weak. [from Latin /ra- 

gilis ‘fragile’| o frailly adv. frailness 7. 

frailty n. (pl. -ies) 1 the condition of 
being frail. 2 a fault, weakness, or foible. 

frame e 7. 1 a case or border enclosing a picture, 
window, door, etc. 2 the basic rigid supporting 
structure of anything, e.g, of a building, motor 
vehicle, or aircraft. 3 (in pl.) the structure of spec- 
tacles holding the lenses. 4 a human or animal 
body, esp. with reference to its size or structure. 

5 aan established order, plan, or system (the frame of 
yociety). b construction, constitution, build. 6 a 
temporary state (esp. in frame of mind). 7 a 
single complete image or picture on a cinema film 
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FRANGIPANI 
(Plumeria rubra) 


freak 


or transmitted in a series of lines by television. 
8 a a triangular structure for positioning the balls 
in snooker etc. b a round of play in snooker etc. 
9 a boxlike structure of glass etc. for protecting 
plants. 10. Amer. slang = rrame-ur. @ vr 1 a set in 
or provide with a frame. b serve as a frame for. 
2 construct by a combination of parts or in accord- 
ance with a design or plan. 3 formulate the essen- 
tials of (a complex thing, idea, etc.). 4 (foll. by 4, 
into) adapt or fit. 5 collog. concoct a false charge or 
evidence against; devise a plot with regard to. 
6 articulate (words). [Old English framian ‘to be of 
service’] O framable adj. frameless adj. framer 7. 

frame of reference 7. 1 a set of standards or 
principles governing behaviour, thought, etc. 
2 Geom. a system of geometrical axes for defining 
position, 

frame-up 2. collog. a conspiracy, esp. to make an in- 
nocent person appear guilty. 

framework 7. 1 an essential supporting structure. 
2 a basic system. 

franc n. the chief monetary unit of France, 
Belgium, Switzerland, Luxembourg, etc. (replaced 
in France, Belgium, and Luxembourg by the euro 
in 2002) [from Latin Francorum Rex ‘king of the 
Franks’, written on the earliest (French) gold coins 
so called] 

franchise e 7. 1 the right to vote at state (esp. 
parliamentary) elections. 2 full membership of a 
corporation or state; citizenship. 3 authorization 
granted by a company to sell its goods or services in 
a particular way. 4 a right or privilege granted to a 
person or corporation. @ wir grant a franchise to. 
[based on Old French franc, franche ‘free’| 0 fran- 
chisee 7). franchiser 7. (also franchisor). 

Franciscan e 7. a friar, sister, or lay member of an 
order founded by St Francis of Assisi (see also Grey 
Fair). @ adj. of St Francis or his order. [from 
medieval Latin name Franciscus] 

francium 7. Chem. a radivactive metallic element 
occurring naturally in uranium and thorium ores. 
[modern Latin, based on France, the discoverer’s 
country] 

Franco- comb. form (also franco-) 1 French; French 
and (Franco-German). 2 regarding France or the 
French (Francophile). 

Francophile 7. a person who is fond of France or 
the French. 

francophone e 7. a French-speaking person. @ ad. 
French-speaking, 

frangipani /fran-ji-pan-i/ 7n. (pl. frangipanis) 

1 < any tropical tree or shrub of the genus 
Plumena, esp. P rubra with clusters of fragrant 

white, pink, or yellow flowers. 2 the perfume 

from this plant. [named after M. Fran 

pani, \6th-century Italian marquis, 

inventor of a perfume for scenting 
gloves] 

franglais /frahng-glay/ 7. a corrupt 

version of French using many words and 

idioms borrowed from English. [French, blend of 
francais French’ and anglazs ‘English’ ] 

Frank 7. a member of the Germanic nation or 
coalition that conquered Gaul in the 6th c. 

{Old English] 0 Frankish adj. & n. 

frank e adj. 1 candid, outspoken (a frank 
opinion). 2 undisguised, avowed ( frank 
admiration). 3 ingenuous, open (a frank face). 
@ wr imprint (a letter) with an official 
mark to record the payment of postage. 
@ 7. a franking mark. [from medieval Latin _francus 
‘free’, from Frank (since only Franks had full free- 
dom in Frankish Gaul)| 0 franker n. frankness n. 

Frankenstein 7. (in full Frankenstein’s mon- 
ster) a thing that becomes terrifying to its maker. 
{from Baron Frankenstein, a character in and the title 
of a novel (1818) by Mary Shelley] 


frankfurter 7». a scasoned smoked sausage made of 


beef and pork. [from German Frankfurter Wurst 
‘Frankfurt sausage} 


frankincense 2. an aromatic gum resin used for 
burning as incense. [from Old French franc encens 
‘pure incense’ | 

frankly ad. 1 in a frank manner. 2 (qualifying a 
whole sentence) to be frank. ~ 

frantic adj. 1 wildly excited; frenzied. 2 character- 
ized by great hurry or anxiety; desperate, violent. 
[from Latin phreneticus ‘delirious’] 0 frantically adv. 
franticness 2. 

frappé /frap-ay/ @ ad). (esp. of wine) iced, cooled. 
@ 7. 1 an iced drink. 2 a soft water ice. [French, 
literally ‘iced, chilled’] 

Frascati x. a white wine produced in the Frascati 
region of Italy. 

fraternal ad). 1 of or suitable to a brother; broth- 
erly, 2 (of twins) developed from separate ova and 
not necessarily similar. 3. Amer. of or concerning 
a fraternity (see rravernity 3). [based on Latin frater 
‘brother’] 0 fraternalism n. fraternally adv. 

fraternity 7. (f/. -ies) 1 a religious brotherhood. 
2. a group or company with common interests, or of 
the same professional class. 3 N. Amer a male 
students’ society in a university or college. 
4 brotherliness. 

fraternize v.nir (also -ise) (often foll. by wzth) 
be on friendly terms. 0 fraternization n. 

fratricide 7. 1 the killing of one’s brother or sister. 
2 a person who does this. 0 fratricidal ad). 

Frau /frow/ n. (pl. Frauen) (often as a title) a 
German-speaking woman. [German] 

fraud 1. 1 criminal deception. 2 a dishonest artifice 
or trick. 3 a person or thing not fulfillmg what is 
claimed or expected of him, her, or it. [from Latin 
Jraus fraudis| 

fraudster 7. a person who commits fraud, esp. in 
business dealings. 

fraudulent ad. 1 characterized or achieved by 
fraud. 2 guilty of fraud. o fraudulence n. fraudu- 
lently adv, 

fraught adj. 1 (fol. by: with) filled or attended with 
( fraught with danger). 2 tense, distressing. [based on 
Middle Dutch vrachten ‘to load with cargo’] 

Fraulein /froi-lyn/ n> offens. (often as a tile or form 
of address) an unmarried (esp. young) German- 
speaking woman. [German| 


w Usage Fraulein is now considered insulting by 
many German-speaking women, and Frau is the 
preferred term for all such women. 


fraxinella n. » an aromatic plant, 
Dictamnus albus (rue family), having 
foliage that emits dn 
ethereal — inflam- 
mable oil. 

fray! 1 x © 
intr. wear through 
or become worn, 
esp. (of woven 
material) become 
unwoven at the edges. 
2 int. (of nerves etc.) 
become strained. [from 
Latin fricare ‘to rub’) 

fray® 7». 1 conflict, fighting 
(eager for the fray). 2 a noisy 
quarrel. [Middle English, related 
to AFFRAY| 

frazzle collog. @ n. a worn, 
charred, or exhausted state (esp. 
in phr. worn, burnt, etc. to a frazzle). @ v./r (esp. 
as frazzled adj.) 1 wear out; exhaust. 2 char. [1 9th- 
century coinage] 

freak @ 7. 1 (also freak of nature) a monstrosity; 
an abnormally developed individual or thing. 
2 (often aff7b.) an abnormal, irregular, or bizarre 
occurrence (a freak storm). 3 collog. a an unconven- 
tional person. b a person with a specified enthusi- 
asm (health freak). 4 a caprice or vagary. e v. (often 
foll, by out) collog. 1 intr, G tr. become or make very 
angry. 2 mir, @ tf undergo or cause to undergo 


FRAXINELLA: 
WHITE DITTANY 
(Diclamnus albus) 


freakish 


hallucinations etc., esp. from use of narcotics. 3 intr, 
adopt a wildly unconventional lifestyle. [16th- 
century coinage] 0 freaky adj. (freakier, freaki- 
est), 

freakish adj. 1 of or like a freak. 2 bizarre, uncon- 
ventional. 0 freakishly adv. freakishness n. 

freckle e 7. (often in fl.) a small light brown patch 
on the skin, usu. caused by exposure to the sun. 
ev 1 & (usu. as freckled ad.) mark with freckles. 
2 intr. be marked with freckles. [Middle English, 
from Old Norse] 0 freckly ad). 

freckle-faced adj, having a freckled face. 

free @ adj. (freer, freest) 1 not in bondage to or 
under the control of another; having personal 
rights and social and political liberty. 2 (of a state, 
its citizens etc.) autonomous, democratic. 3 a unre- 
stricted; not restrained or fixed. b not confined or 
imprisoned. ¢ released from ties or duties. d unre- 
strained as to action; mdependent. 4 (foll. by of 
Jrom) a exempt from ( free of tax). b not containing or 
subject to a specified (usu. undesirable) thing ( free of 
preservatwes; free from disease). 5 (foll. by to + infin.) able 
to take a specified action (free to choose). 6 uncon- 
strained (free gestures). 7 a costing nothing. b not 
subject to tax, duty, etc. 8 a clear of engagements 
(are _you_free tomorrow?). b not occupicd or in use (the 
bathroom is free now). c clear of obstructions. 9 spon- 
taneous, unforced ( free compliments), 10 open to all 
comers. 11 lavish, profuse ( free with their money). 
12 frank, unreserved. 13 (of a literary style) not 
observing the strict laws of form. 14 (of a transla- 
tion) conveying the broad sense. 15 forward, impu- 
dent. 16 (of talk, stories, etc.) slightly mdecent. 
17 Physics a not modified by an external force. 
b not bound in an atom or molecule. 18 Chem. not 
combined (jree oxygen). @ adv. 1 in a free manner. 
2 without cost or payment. @ v./z 1 make free; set at 
liberty. 2 (foll. by of, from) relieve from (something 
undesirable). 3 disengage, disentangle. 0 for free 
collog. free of charge, gratis. free and easy infor- 
mal, unceremonious. free on board (or rail) with- 
out charge for delivery to a ship or railway wagon. 
free up collog. 1 make available. 2 make less 
restricted. [Old English] 0 freely adv. freeness n. 

-free comb. form free of or from (duty-free; trouble free). 

free agent 7. a person with freedom of action. 

freebase 7. slang cocaine that has been purified 
by heating with ether, and is inhaled or 
smoked. 

freebie 7. collog. a thing provided free of 
charge. 

freeboard x. » the part of a ship’s side 
between the waterline and the deck. 

freebooter 7, a pirate or lawless 
adventurer. [from Dutch vrybuzter] 

freeborn ad. inheriting a citi- 
zen’s rights and liberty. 

Free Church 7. a 
Church dissent- 4 
ing or seceding ~~ 
from an_ estab- 
lished Church. 

freedman 7. (//. -men) 
an emancipated slave. 

freedom 7. 1 the condition of 
being free or unrestricted. 2 personal or civic 
liberty. 3 the power of self-determination. 4 the 
state of being [ree to act (often foll. by fo + infin.: c+ 
have the freedom to leave). 5 frankness, outspokenness. 
6 (foll. by from) the condition of being exempt fron 
or not subject to (a defect, burden, etc.). 7 (foll. by 
of ) a full or honorary participation in (member- 
ship, privileges, etc.). b unrestricted use of (facilities 
etc.). 8 a privilege possessed by a city or corpor- 
ation. 9 facility or ease in action. 10 boldness of 
conception. [Old English] 

freedom fighter 7. a person who takes part in 
resistance to an established political system etc. 

free enterprise 7. a system in which private busi- 
ness operates in competition and largely free of 
state control. 


frchoanl 


FREEBOARD ON A LONGBOAT of the 


French 


free fall e x. (usu. hyphenated when attzb,) move- 
ment under the force of gravity only. @ uznir (free- 
fall) move in a free fall. 

free fight 7. a general fight in which all present 
join. 

Freefone 7. (also Freephone, free-) Bri. a tele- 
phone service by means of which an organization 
pays for certain incoming calls. 

free-for-all n. a free fight, unrestricted discussion, etc. 

free-form aifrid.adj. of an irregular shape or struc- 
ture. 

freehand e adj. (of a drawing or plan etc.) done by 
hand without special instruments. @ adv. in a free- 
hand manner. 

free hand x. freedom to act at one’s own discretion 
(see also FREEHAND), 

free-handed adj. generous. 0 free-handedly adv. 
free-handedness 7. 

freehold e x. 1 tenure of land or property in fee 
simple or fee tail or for life. 2 esp. Brit. land, prop- 
erty, or an office held by such tenure. @ adj. held by 
or having the status of freehold. 5 freeholder n. 

free house 7. Sn. an inn or public house not 
controlled by a brewery. 

free-kick n. Football a set kick allowed to be taken 
by one side without interference from the other. 

freelance e 7. (also freelancer) a person, usu. self- 
employed, offering services on a temporary basis 
(often atind.: a freelance editor\. @ v.intr. act as a free- 
lance. @ adv. as a freelance. [1 9th-century coinage] 

freeloader 1. esp. V. Amer. slang a person who eats 
or drinks at others’ expense; a sponger. o freeload 
INE 

free love n. sexual relations according to choice and 
unrestricted by marriage. 

freeman 1. (/)/, -men) 1 a person who has the free- 
dom of a city, company, etc. 2 a person who is not 
a slave. 

free market n. a market in which prices are deter- 
mined by unrestricted competition (usu. hyphen- 
ated when attrib: a free-market economy). 

Freemason 7. a member of an international frater- 
nity for mutual help, with elaborate secret rituals. 
o Freemasonry 1. 

free pardon sce Pardon 7. 2. 

Freephone var. of FReerone. 

free port 7. 1 a port area where goods in transit are 

exempt from customs duty. 2 a port open to all 
traders. 

Freepost n. esp. Brit. a postal service whereby 
postage is paid by the addressee. 
freer compay. of veux, 

free radical n. an uncharged atom 
or group of atoms with one or 

more unpaired electrons. 
free-range adj. 1 (of hens 
etc.) kept in natural condi- 
tions with freedom of move- 
ment. 2 (of eggs) produced by 

such birds. 

free sheet 7. a free newspaper. 

freesia 7. ¥ any bulbous plant 

genus 

Freesia, native to 

Afmica, having fragrant coloured 

flowers. [modern Latin, named 

after F H. T. Freese, German phys- 
ician, died 1876] 

free speech n. the night to express 
opinions freely. 

free spirit n. an independent or 
uninhibited person. 

free-spoken adj. speaking can- 
didly; not concealing one’s opin- 
10S. 

freest superl. of rRec. 

free-standing adj. not supported 
by or adjoining another structure. 

freestyle @ adj. (of a contest) in 


FREESIA 
(Freesia “Everett’} 


which all styles are allowed, esp.: 1 Swimming in 
which any style of stroke may be used. 2 Wresthng 
with few restrictions on the holds permitted. 
en. freestyle swimming or wrestling. c freestyler n. 
freethinker 2. a person who rejects dogma or 
authority. 0 freethinking 7. © adj. 
free throw 7. 1 an unimpeded throw awarded to a 
player following a foul etc. 2 Basketball such a throw 
allowing a shot at the basket, taken from behind a 
marked line. 
free trade n. international trade left to its natural 
course without restriction on imports or exports. 
free verse 1. = VERS LIBRE. 
free vote 7. a parliamentary vote not subject to 
party discipline. 
freeway 7. esp. US 1 an express highway, esp. with 
controlled access. 2 a toll-free highway. 
freewheel vinir. 1 ride a bicycle with the pedals at 
rest. 2 moye or act without constraint or effort. 
free wheel 7. the driving wheel of a bicycle, able to 
revolve with the pedals at rest. 
free will 7. 1 the power of acting without the 
constraint of necessity or fate. 2 the ability to act at 
one’s own discretion (of my own free will). 
freeze e v. (past froze; past part. frozen) 1 tr. & intr. 
a turn or be turned into ice or another solid by 
cold. b (often foll. by over, up) make or become rigid 
as a result of the cold. 2 int be or feel very cold. 
3 ix. G intr. cover or become covered with ice. 4 inf. 
(foll. by to, together) adhere by frost. 5 é& preserve 
(food) by refrigeration below freezing point. 6 &: & 
intr. a make or become motionless or powerless 
through fear etc. b react or cause to react with 
sudden detachment. 7 ¢7, suffen or harden, injure or 
kill, by chilling ( frozen to death). 8 tr. make (assets etc.) 
unrealizable. 9 ¢ fix or stabilize (prices etc.) at a 
certain level. 10 # arrest (an action) at a stage of 
development. 11 f = rrerzr-rrame v. @ 7. 1 a state of 
frost; a period of very cold weather. 2 the fixing or 
stabilization of prices etc, 3 = FREEZE-FRAME 7. 
O freeze out esp. US collog. exclude by compeution 
or boycott etc. freeze up obstruct or be obstructed 
vy the formation of ice. [Old English] o freezable 
adj. frozenly adv. 
freeze-dry »./7, (-dries, -dried) freeze and dry by 
he sublimation of ice in a high vacuum. 
freeze-frame e 7. (also attrib.) the facility of stop- 
ping a videotape etc. in order to view a motionless 
image, @ v.tr, use freeze-frame on (an image etc.). 
freezer n. a refrigerated cabinet or room for 
oreserving food at very low temperatures; = DEEP- 
PRLEZE 7. 


freeze-up 7. a period or conditions of extreme 
cold. 

freezing adj. (also freezing cold) collog. very cold. 

freezing-mixture 7. salt and snow or some other 
mixture used to freeze liquids. 

freezing point 7. the temperature at which a 
liquid, esp. water, freezes. 

freight @ 7. 1 the transport of goods more slowly 
and cheaply than by express delivery. 2 goods 
transported; cargo. 3 a charge for such transporta- 
on. @ v.¢7, 1 transport (goods) as freight. 2 load with 

freight. [from Middle Dutch vrecht| 

freight car 7. a railway wagon for 
carrying freight. 

freighter 7. a ship or aircraft 
designed to carry freight. 

Freightliner 7». Brit. propr. a train 
carrying goods in containers. 

French e adj. 1 of or relating to 
France or its people or language. 
2 having French characteristics. 
en. 1 the language of France. 
2 (prec. by the; treated as pi.) the 
people of France. 3 collog. bad 
language (excuse my French). 4 collog. 
dry vermouth (gin and French). [Old 
English] o Frenchify of: (-ies. 
-ied). Frenchness 1. 


French bean 


friend 


French bean n. Brit. 1 a bean plant, Phaseolus 
vulvans, cultivated for its pods and seeds. 2 a the 
pod used as food. b the seed used as food. 

French bread 7. white bread in a long crisp loaf. 

French Canadian e 7. a Canadian whose princi- 
pal language is French. @ aq). (French-Canadian) 
of or relating to French-speaking Canadians. 

French chalk 7. a kind of steatite used for marking 
cloth, as a dry lubricant, etc. 

French door 7. = Frencu winpow. 

French dressing 7. 1 esp. Bri’. a salad dressing of 
vinegar and oil, usu. seasoned. 2 US'a salad dress- 
ing made with mayonnaise and ketchup. 

French fried potatoes 7.)/. (\. Amer French 
fries) potato chips. 

French horn 7. ¥ a coiled brass wind instrument 

with a wide bell. & wriss 


- Ee French kiss 7. a kiss with one 
mouth- partner’s tongue inserted 
piece in the other’s mouth. 
finger French knickers 


R.. npl. wide-legged 
XS \ knickers. 


7A 
keys rf, 


valves French leave 
coiled *f n. absence with- 
tubing out permission. 


French letter 
n. Brit. collog. a 
condom, 
Frenchman 7. (fi. 
-men) a man who is French 
by birth or descent. 
French polish e 7. shellac polish 


ae for wood. @ 2/7, polish with this, 
French seam 7. a scam with the 
FRENCH raw edges enclosed. 
HORN French window ». (usu. in //.) a 


glazed door in an outside wall, serving as 

a window and door. 

Frenchwoman 7. (/)/. -women) a woman who is 
French by birth or descent. 

frenetic adj. 1 frantic, frenzied. 2 fanatic. [from 
Greek phrenitikos| 0 frenetically adv. 

frenzy e ». (//. -ies) 1 mental derangement; wild 
excitement or agitation. 2 delirious fury, @ w./r (-ies, 
-1ed) (usu. as frenzied adj.) drive to frenzy: infuri- 
ate. [based on Greek pArén ‘mind’| 5 frenziedly adi. 

frequency 7. (//. -ies) 1 commonness of occur- 
rence. 2 a the state of being frequent: frequent 
occurrence. b the process of being repeated at 
short intervals. 3 Physics ¥ the rate of recurrence of 
a vibration, cycle. etc.; the number of repetitions in 
a given time, esp. per second (abbr: f) 4 Statistics 
the ratio of the number of actual to possible occur- 
rences of an event. 


FREQUENCY 

In physics, frequency refers to the number 
of periodic vibrations, oscillations, or 
waves that occur per unit of ume. The 
unit of frequency is the hertz (Hz): one 
hertz is equivalent to one cycle per second. 
The buman ear can hear sounds from 
vibrations in the range 20 -20,000 Hz. 
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FRESCO 


A fresco is a form, of wall painting in 
which pigments mixed with water are 
applied to a layer of fresh, damp plaster 
known as an intonaco. As the intonaco 
dries, it absorbs the pigments, and so the 
painting becomes part of the wall. The 
earliest frescoes were found in Knossos, 
Crete (c.1 750-1400 Bc), but the art form 
reached its greatest heights under the 
Italian Renaissance masters. 


| mortar coarse plaster 


| intonaco 
I 


wall piginent 


The Angel Appearing to Zachartas (detail), (1485 90) 
DOMENICO GHIRLANDAIO 


‘ GROSS-SEGTION OF A FRESCO 


frequency band ». Electronics = waxv' n. 4a. 
frequency modulation 7. Electronics the modula- 
tion of a radio wave etc. by variation of its 
frequency, esp. to carry an audio signal. > wave- 
LNG 

frequent e adj. /free-kwént/ 1 occurring often or 
in close succession. 2 habitual (@ frequent caller). 
3 found near together; abundant. e wiz /tr- 
kwent/ attend or go to habitually. [from Latin 
frequeny -entis “crowded’] O frequentation 1. 
frequenter n. frequently ad. 

frequentative Gram. @ adj. expressing frequent 
repetition or intensity of action. @ 7. a verb or 
verbal form or conjugation expressing this \e.g. chat- 
ter, twinkle). 

fresco 7. (/)/. -os or -oes) 1 A a painting done in 

watercolour on a wall or ceiling while the plaster 1 is 

sull wet. 2 this method of painting (esp. i _fresco). 
(Italian, literally ‘cool. fresh’] 0 frescoed ad). 

fresh @ adj. 1 newly made or obtained (fresh sand- 
wiches), 2 a other, different; not previously known or 
used (start a fresh page). b additional ( fresh supplies). 
3 sfoll. by from) lately arrived from. 4 not stale or 
faded ( fresh memories). 5 (of food) not preserved by 
salting, freezing, etc. 6 not salty (fresh water). 
7 a pure, untainted, invigorating { /resh air), b bright 
and pure in colour (a fresh complexion). 8 (of the 
wind) brisk. 9 alert, vigorous (never felt fresher). 
10 collog. a cheeky. b amorously te nt. 11 young 
and inexperienced. @ adv, newly, recently (esp. in 
comb.: fresh-baked ). @ n. esp. literary the fresh part of 
the day ete. (in the fresh of the morning). [from Old 
French frei freche| o freshly ad. freshness pn. 

freshen ©. 1 ¢ G int. make or become fresh or 
fresher. 2 itr. G Ur (foll. by up) a wash, change one’s 
clothes, etc. b revive, refresh, renew. 

fresher 1. Bril. cullog. = rRISHMAN, 

freshet x. 1a rush of fresh water flowing into the 
sea. 2 the Mood of a river. 

fresh-faced adj. having a clear and young-looking 
complexion. 

freshman 7, ( /)/. -men: fem. woman, //. -women 
a first-year student at university or A. Amer at high 
school. 

freshwater adj. of or found in fresh water: not of 
the sea. 

fret'e 7, (fretted. fretting, 1 in: a be greatly and 
visibly worried or clistressed. b be irritated 
resenttul. 2 #. a cause anxiety or distress to. b irri- 
tate, annoy. 3 ¢: wear or consume by gnawing or 
rubbing, @ 7. esp. Bri. irritation, vexation, queru- 
lousness (esp. i a fret). |Old English, related to 1.1] 

fret® @ 7. an ornamental pattern made of continu- 
ous combinations of straight lines jomed usu. at 
right angles. @ 7./r (fretted, fretting) 1 embellish 


or decorate with a fret. 2 adorn (esp. a ceiling) with 
carved or embossed work. [from Old French /frete 
‘trellis-work | 

fret® 7. each of a sequence of bars or ridges on the 
fingerboard of a guitar etc., to guide fingering. 
> Gutiar, star. [16th-century coinage] 0 fretless 
adj. fretted ad). 

fretboard 7. a fretted fingerboard. 

fretful adj. visibly anxious or distressed. 0 fretfully 
adv. fretfulness 1. 

fretsaw 7. a narrow saw on a frame, for cutting thin 
wood in patterns. > saw 

fretwork n. ornamental work in wood, done with a 
fretsaw. 

Freudian Pyychol, @ adj. of or relating to the 
Austrian psychologist Sigmund Freud (d. 1939) or 
his inethods of psychoanalysis. @ n. a follower of 
Freud or his methodsso0 Freudianism 7, 

Freudian slip 7. an unintentional error regarded 
as revealing subcongeious feelings. 

Fri. abbr. Friday. 

friable adj. easily crumbled. [from Latin /riabilis] 
0 friability x. friableness 1. 

friar n, a member of certain male religious orders, 
esp. the four mendicant orders (Augustinians, 
Carmelites, Domimicans, and Franciscans). [from 
Latin frater “brother’} 5 friarly adj. 

friar’s balsam 7. (also friars’ balsam) a tincture 
of benzoin etc. used esp. as an inhalant. 

friary 1. ( //. -ies) a convent of friars. 

fricassee @ 77. a dish of stewed or fried pieces of 
meat served in a thick white sauce. @ «fr (firicas- 
sees, fricasseed) make a fricassee of. [French fric- 
assée (fem.) ‘cut up and cooked in sauce’| 

fricative Phonel. @ adj. made by the friction of 
breath in a narrow opening, @ 7. a consonant made 
in this way, e.g. fand th. [based on Latin ficare ‘to 
ruby} 

friction n. 1 the action of one object rubbing 
against another. 2 the resistance an object encoun- 
ters in moving over another. 3 a clash of wills. 
temperaments, or opinions. [related to iriearivi| 
O frictional ad). frictionless adj. 

Friday e 7. the sixth day of the week, following 
Thursclay. @ adz. collog. 1 on Friday. 2 (Fridays) on 
Fridays: each Friday. [Old English, named after 
Frigg, wite of Odin] 

fridge x. collog. = krveiciwuor. [abbreviation] 

fridge-freezer n. esp. Brit. an upright unit 
comprising a refrigerator and a freezer, each self 
contained. 

friend 1. 1 a person with whom one enjoys mutual 
affection and regard (usu. exclusive of sexual or 
family bonds). 2 a sympathizer, helper, or patron 


friendly 


(no friend to virtue). 3 an ally or neutral person (friend 
or foe?). 4 a a person already mentioned (my friend ai 
the next table). b used as a polite or ironic form of 
address. 5 a regular contributor to an institution. 
6 (Friend) a member of the Society of Friends, a 
Quaker. o be (or keep) friends with be friendly 
with. my learned friend used by a lawyer in 
court to refer to another. [Old English] o friended 
adj. friendless ad}. 

friendly e adj. (friendlier, friendliest) 1 acting as 
or like a friend, well disposed, kindly. 2 a (often foll. 
by wth) on amicable terms. b not hostile. 3 a (of a 
thing) serviceable, convenient, opportune. b = usrr- 
rkinNpLY. 4 (esp. in comb) not harming; helping 
(reader-friendly). @ n. (pl. -tes) Brit. = vrienpLy MACH. 
@ ad. ina friendly manner. a friendlily adv. friend- 
liness n. 

friendly fire x. Mil. gunfire coming from one’s 
own side, esp. as the cause of accidental injury to 
one’s own forces. 

friendly match 2. Brit. Sport. a match not played in 
competition for a cup etc. 

Friendly Society 7. Brit. a mutual association 
providing sickness benefits, life assurance, and 
pensions. 

friendship n. 1 being friends, the relationship 
between friends. 2 a friendly disposition felt or 
shown. 

frier var. of Fryer. 

Friesian 47. @ n. a large animal of a usu. black and 
white breed of dairy cattle originally from Fries- 
land. @ adj. of or concerning Friesians. [variant of 
FRIsLAN] 

frieze n. 1 Archit. a ¥ the part of an entablature 
between the architrave and the cornice. > eNTABLA- 
rurt. b a horizontal band of sculpurre filling this. 
2 a band of decoration elsewhere, esp. along a wall 
near the ceiling [based on Latin Phrygium (opus) 
‘(work) of Phrygia’} 


frieze | 


architrave 
cornice 


FRIEZE: 8TH-GENTURY ROMAN FRIEZE 


frig coarse slang @ vir. G intr. (frigged. frigging) 1 = 
ruck v. 2 masturbate, @ 2. = ruck nm. la, 2. 

frigate n. 1 Bri. a naval escort vessel. 2 hist. a 
warship. [from French /regate] 

frigate bird n. any seabird of the family Freg- 
atidae, found in tropical seas, with a wide wingspan 
and deeply forked tail. > srwirn 

fright 7. 1 a sudden or extreme fear. b an instance 
of this (gave me a fright). 2 a person or thing looking 
grotesque or ridiculous. O take fright become 
frightened. [Old English] 

frighten «/7: 1 fill with fright; terrify. 2 (foll. by aa, 
off, vut of, into) drive ur force by fright. 0 frighten- 
ing adj. frighteningly ad. 

frightener 7. a person or thing that frightens. 0 put 
the frighteners on Bri. slang intimidate. 

frightful adj. 1 a dreadful, shocking. b ugly: 2 collog. 
extremely bad (a frightful idea), 3 collog. very great, 
extreme. O frightfully adv. frightfulness 7. 

frigid adj. 1 a lacking friendliness or enthusiasm. 
b dull. insipid. 2 (of a woman) sexually unrespon- 
sive. 3 (esp. of climate or air) cold. [from Latin 
frigidus ‘cold’| 0 frigidity n. frigidly adv. frigid- 
ness !. 


frijoles /fri-hoh-les/ n.p/. beans. [Spanish] 


frill e x. 1 aa strip of gathered or fluted material, 
used as an ornamental edging. b a similar paper 
ornament on a ham-knuckle etc. ¢ a natural fringe 
of feathers, hair, etc., on esp. a bird or a plant. 2 (in 
pl.) unnecessary embellishments or accomplish- 
ments. @ vir 1 decorate with a frill. 2 form into a 
frill. [16th-century coinage} o frilled ad). frilly adj. 
\frillier, frilliest). frilliness n. 

frill lizard 7. (also frilled lizard or frill- 
necked lizard) » a large N. Australian 
lizard, Chlamydosaurus king, with an 
erectile membrane round the neck. 

fringe @ 7. 1 a an ornamental 
bordering of threads left loose or 
formed into tassels. b such a 
bordering made separately. ¢ any 
border or edging, 2 a esp. Brit. a 
portion of the front hair hanging 
over the forehead. b a natural 
border of hair etc. in an animal or 
plant. 3 a an outer edge, margin, or 
limit. b (attrib) taking place on the 
periphery (fringe group). ¢ (attrib) 
unconventional (fringe theatre). 
4 a thing, part, or area of minor 
importance. @ vf 1 adorn or encir- 
cle with a fringe. 2 serve as a fringe 
to. [from Late Latin fimbna] o fringeless ad). 

fringe benefit 7. an cmployee’s benefit supple- 
menting a money wage or salary. 

fringe medicine 2. systems of treatment 
disease etc. not regarded as orthodox. 

frippery 1. (fl. -ies) 1 showy, tawdry, or unneces- 
sary ornament, esp. in dress. 2 empty display in 
literary style etc. 3 a knick-knacks, trifles. b a knick- 
knack or trifle. [based on Old French frepe ‘rag’ | 

frisbee n. propr a concave plastic disc designed for 
skimming through the air as an outdoor game. 

frisée n,= wnvive |. [French] 


/ 


of 


Frisian e 7. 1 a native or inhabitant of Friesland 
(comprising parts of NW Netherlands and NW 
Germany). 2 the language of Friesland. e adj. of or 
relating to Friesland, its people, or language. [from 
Old Frisian Frisa| 

frisk @ 7. 1 ini leap or skip playfully. 2 & feel over or 
search (a person) for a weapon etc. (usu. rapidly). 
en. 1a playful leap or skip. 2 the frisking of a 
person. [based on Old French frsque ‘ively’] 

frisky ad. (friskier, friskiest) lively, playful. 


FROG 

Frogs are amphibians of the order 
Anura, which includes toads and 
consists of about 2,500 species. 
Frogs characteristically have squat 
bodies, smooth skin, strong hind legs 
for leaping, and webbed feet. Most 
reproduce in water, laying eggs that 
develop into larvae (tadpoles). They 
are the most widespread amphibians, 
with habitats ranging from lakes, 
marshes, and rainforests to 
mountains and even deserts. 
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frisson /free-son/ n. an emotional thrill. [French, 
literally ‘a shiver’ | 
fritillary 7. (pl. -ies) 1 any plant of the genus Fn- 
tillaria (lily family), having pendent bell-like flowers. 
2 any of various butterflies, esp. of the genus Argyn- 
nis, having red-brown wings chequered with black. 
{based on Latin fritillus “dice-box’} 
frittata 7. an Italian dish made with 
fried beaten eggs, resembling a Spanish 
omelette. [Itahian, from _/ritto ‘fried’] 
fritter’ wir (usu. foll. by away) waste 
(money, energy, etc.) triflingly. {from 
obsolete _friters ‘fragments’ ] 
fritter? n. a piece of fruit, meat, 
etc., coated in batter and deep- 
fried. [based on Latin frigere frict- 
‘to fry] 
frivolous adj. 1 trifling. 2 lacking 
seriousness; silly. [from _ Latin 
Jrivolus| 0 frivolity n. (pl. -ies). frivo- 
lously adv. frivolousness 7. 
frizz ev. 1 7 form (hair) into a mass of 
small curls. 2 int (of hair) form itself 
into small curls. @ n. 1 frizzed hair. 2 a 
row of curls. [from French /ser ‘to 
curl] o frizzy adj. (frizzier, frizzi- 
est). frizziness 7. 
frizzle'! v.inir, & Wy: 1 fry, toast, or grill, with a sput- 
tering noise. 2 (often foll. by wp) burn or shrivel. 
[based on Latin frgere ‘to fry’| 
frizzle’ ev. 1 é form (hair) into ught curls. 2 intr: 
(often foll. by up) (of hair etc.) curl tightly. @ x. friz- 
zled hair. [1 6th-century coinage] B frizzly ad). 
fro ad. back {now only in ¢o and _fro: see to). [from 
Old Norse /ra ‘from’] 
frock e n. 1 Brit. a woman's or girl’s dress. 2 a a 
monk’s or priest’s long gown with loose sleeves. 
b priestly office. 3. a smock. @ utr, invest with priestly 
office. {from Old French /roc] 
frock coat 7. a man’s long-skirted coat not cut 
away in front. 
frog! ». 1 W any of various small tailless amphibians 
of the order Anura, having a moist smooth skin 
and legs developed for jumping. © spawn, roan. 
2 (Frog) s/ang offens. a French person. o frog in the 
(or one’s) throat co/log. an irritation in the throat: 
hoarseness. [Old English] o froggy ad). 
frog* n. an elastic horny substance in the sole of a 
horse’s foot. [1 7th-century coinage] 
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frog® n. an ornamental coat-fastening 
of a spindle-shaped button and loop. 
[18th-century coinage] 5 frogged ad). 
frogging 7. 

froghopper 7. ® any jumping plant- 
sucking bug of the family Cercopidae, 
whose larvae produce a protective 
mass of froth. 

frogman 7. (fi. -men) a_ person 
equipped with a rubber suit, flippers, 
and an oxygen supply for underwater 
swimming. 

frogmarch e i, 1 hustle (a person) 
forward holding and pinning the arms 
from behind. 2 carry (a person) in a frogmarch. en. 
the carrying of a person face downwards by four 
others each holding a limb. 

frogspawn 7. the eggs of a frog, usu. surrounded 
by transparent jelly. > spawn 

frolic @ wir (frolicked, frolicking) play about 
cheerfully, gambol. e 7. 1 cheerful play. 2 a prank. 
3 a merry party. @ adj. archaic 1 full of pranks, 
sportive. 2 joyous, mirthful. [based on Dutch zrolyh 
‘glad’| a frolicker zn. 

frolicsome adj. inerry, playful. 0 frolicsomely adi. 
frolicsomeness 7. 

from frp. expressing separation or origin, followed 
by: L a person, place, time, etc., that is the starting 
point of motion or action, or of extent in place or 
time (rain comes from the clouds; dinner is served from 8). 
2 a place, object, etc. whose distance or remoteness 
is reckoned (fen miles from Rome, apart from its moral 
aspect). 3 aa source (@ man from Hal; a concluston from 
data). b a giver or sender (from Father Christmas). 
4 aa thing or person avoided, escaped, lost, etc. 
veleased him from prison). b a person or thing deprived 
(took his gun from him). 5 a reason, cause, or motive 
(died from fatigue). 6 a thing distinguished or unlike 
(Anow: black from white). 7 a lower limut (tickets from 
£5). 8a state changed for another (razsed the penalty 
from a_ fine to imprisonment). 9 an adverb or prepos- 
ition of time or place ( from long ago: from abroad). 
10 the position of a person who observes or con- 
siders (sae it from the roof }. 12 a model ( painted it from 
nature). 0 from a child since childhood. from now 


on henceforward. from time to time occasion- 
ally. [Old English] 


fromage frais /from-azh fray/ n. a type of 


smooth soft fresh cheese. [French, literally ‘fresh 
cheese | 
frond n. Bol. ¥ a large usu. divided leaf in esp. 
ferns and palms. © rern, [from Latin jfrons 
frondis ‘leat ] 
front e 7. 1 the side or part normally 
nearer or towards the spectator or the 
direction of motion (the front of the 
car). 2 any face of a building, esp. 
that of the main entrance. 3. Afi. 
a the foremost line or part of an 
army etc. b line of battle. ¢ a scene 
of actual fighting. e the direction 
in which a formed line 
(change front). 4 a a sector of actv- 
it) regarded as resembling a 
military front. b an organized 
political group. 5 a demeanour. 


fac es 


; bearing. b outward appearance. warm front cold front 
1 6 a forward or conspicuous tp Se " light 
we - iar os ft igh 
: position (come fo the front). Taa MINING warn Mu) : = 
FROND ©} THI clouds showers 
Sin eras bluff b a pretext. 8 a person 
R 


etc. serving to cover subversive 
or illegal activities. 9 (prec. by 
the) esp. Brit. the promenade 
of a seaside resort. 10 AJefeoro/. » the forward edge 


(Dryopterts filix-mas) 


FROGHOPPER 
(Cercopis vulnerata) 


fruit 


or host of (a programme). 0 in front 1 in an ad- 
vanced position. 2 facing the spectator. in front 
of 1 ahead of. 2 in the presence of, con- 
fronting. on the front burner see BURNER. 
[from Latin frons fronts] 0 frontless ad). 
frontward adj. & adv. frontwards adv. 
frontage 7n. 1 the front of a building 
2 a land abutting on a street or on water. 
b the land between the front of a build- 
ing and the road. 3 extent of front 
(with little frontage). 4 a the way a thing 
faces. b outlook. 
frontal! adj. 1 of, at, or on the front (a 
frontal attack, a frontal view). 2 of the fore- 
head (frontal bone). [from modern Latin frontals| 
a frontally adi. 


| frontal? n. 1 Eccl. a covering for the front of an altar. 


2 the facade of a building. [from Latin frontale| 

frontal lobe 7. each of the paired lobes of the 
brain lying immediately behind the forehead, 
including areas concerned with behaviour, learn- 
ing, and voluntary movement. > BRAIN 

front bench 7. Brit. the foremost seats in the House 
of Commons. 1 frontbencher 7. 

front door 7. 1 the chief entrance of a building. 
2 a chief means of approach or access. 

frontier 7. 1 a the border between two countries. 
b the district on each side of this. 2 the limits of 
attainment or knowledge tn a subject. 3 (in the US) 
the borders between settled and unsettled county. 
[from Latin /rons fronts ‘front’ 

frontiersman 7. (//. -men; fem. frontiers- 
woman, p/, -women) a person living in the region 
of a frontier, esp. between settled and unsettled 
country. 

frontispiece 7. an illustration facing the utle-page 
of a book or of one of its divisions. [based on Latin 
frons_frontis ‘front’ + specere ‘to look’ {assimilated to 
rIEGE)| 

front line 7. the foremost part of an army or a 
group under attack. 

frontman 7. 1 a person acting as a front or cover 

8). 2 Broadcasting a programme's 

presenter or host. 3 the leader of a group of musi- 

clans ete. 


(SECC ERONT 7. 


front office n. a main office, esp. Brit. police head- 
quarters. 

front page 7. the first page of a newspaper, esp. as 
containing important or remarkable news. 

front runner 7. 1 the contestant most likely to 
succeed. 2 an athlete or horse running best when in 
the lead. 

front-wheel drive 7. drive acting on the front 
wheels of a motor vehicle (see prive n. 6a). 

frost e 7. 1 a white frozen dew. b a consistent 
temperature below freezing point causing frost to 


FRONT 


[n meteorology, a front is the meeting point 
between two air masses of different tem- 
perature. In a warm front, warm air grad- 
ually rises over cold air, bringing steady rain. 


form. 2 a chilling dispiriting atmosphere. @ v. 1 intr. 
(usu. foll. by over, up) become covered with frost. 2 i. 
a cover with or as if with frost, powder, etc. b injure 
(a plant etc.) with frost. 3 # give a roughened or 
finely granulated surface to ( frosted glass). 4 tr. US 
cover or decorate (a cake etc.) with icing. o de- 
grees of frost Brit. degrees below freezing point. 
[Old English} 0 frostless adj. 

frostbite 7. injury to body tissues, esp. the nose, 
fingers, or toes, due to freezing. 

frosting 1. 1 US icing. 2 a rough surface on glass ete. 

frosty adj. (frostier, frostiest) 1 cold with frost. 
2 covered with or as with hoar frost. 3 unfriendly in 
manner. O frostily adv. frostiness n. 

froth e 7. 1 aa collection of small bubbles; foam, 
b scum. 2 a idle talk or ideas. b anything insub- 
stantial or of little worth. @ z. 1 ini. emit or gather 
froth. 2 i cause (beer etc.) to foam. [from Old 
Norse frotha| 0 frothily adv, frothiness n. frothy 
adj. (frothier, frothiest). 

frou-frou /froo-froo/ n. t a rustling, esp. of a 
dress. 2 frills, frippery. [French] 

frown e «int, 1 wrinkle one’s brows, esp. in displeas- 
ure or deep thought. 2 (foll. by at, on, upon) express 
disapproval. 3 (of a thing) present a gloomy aspect. 
e 7. 1 an action of frowning. 2 a look expressing 
severity, disapproval, or deep thought. [from Old 
French froigne ‘surly look’) 0 frowningly adz. 

frowsty ad. (frowstier, frowstiest) Bri. fusty, 
stuffy. [variant of rrowzy] a frowstiness 7. 

frowzy adj. (also frowsy) (-ier, -iest) 1 fusty. 2 slat- 
ternly, dingy. {17th-century coinage] 0 frowzi- 
ness 1. 

froze past of FREEZ:. 

frozen pas! part. of FREEZE. 

frozen shoulder 7. Afed. a shoulder joint which is 
painfully suff. 

FRS abbr. (in the UR) Fellow of the Royal Society. 

fructiferous adj. bearing fruit.[from Latin fructier, 
based on fructus “fruit } 

fructify v (-ies, -ied) 1 mf. bear fruit. 2 #7 make 
fruitful. [based on Latin fructus ‘fruit’] o fructifica- 
tion n. 

fructose n. Chem. a simple sugar found in honey 
and fruits. [based or Latin fructus ‘fruit’] 

frugal ad. 1 sparing or economical, esp. as regards 
food. 2 sparingly used or supplied, meagre, costing 
little. [from Latin jrugalis| 0 frugality n. frugally 
adi 

frugivorous adj. feeding on fruit. [based on Latin 
frux frugis ‘fruit’| 

fruit @ 7. 1 a » the usu. sweet and fleshy edible 
product of a plant or tree, containing seed. b (in 
sing.) these in quantity (eats fruit), 2 the seed of a 
plant or tree with its covering, e.g. an acorn, pea 
pod, cherry, etc. 3 (usu. in pl.) vegetables, grains, 


In a cold front. a mass of cold air undercuts 
warm air, forcing it to rise sharply. Short, 
heavy rain showers occur, followed by 
lowered temperatures and light showers. 


rain 
of an advancing mass of cold or warm. air. 


DB wharder cuart, LY impudence. @ afinbad. Lofthe — | 
front. 2 situated in lront. @ i. Linh. (loll. by on, to, 
towards, upon: have the front facing or directed. 2 intr 
(foll. by for) collug. act as a front or cover for. 3 fr 
furnish with a front fronted with stone). 4 tr lead (a 
band etc.). 5 & front. 6 4. Broadcasting act as presenter 


heavy 
ram 


i i: 


WARM FRONT COLD FRONT 


FRUIT 


A fruit is the part of a plant that holds the seeds and aids 
| in their dispersal. It develops from the ovary of a flower 
that has been pollinated, and can be juicy and colourful 
, or hard and dry. There are two broad categories: succu- 
lent and dry fruits. Of the succulent fruits, berries typic- 
ally have a combined mesocarp and endocarp layer, and 


DEVELOPMENT OF A FRUIT (MELON) 


flower shrivels 
, and dies 


. remains of flower 
insect of fi 
pollinates 
flower . 


% 


Sruit grows 
and ripens 


ovary begins 
to swell 


SUCCULENT FRUITS 


many seeds; drupes usually have a fleshy mesocarp and 
one seed surrounded by a woody endocarp. Aggregate 
fruits such as blackberries are made up of small drupes. 
False fruits develop from parts of the flower as well as the 
ovary. Dry fruits may be dehiscent (splitting open to scatter 
seeds) or indehiscent (falling without breaking apart). 
pedicel 


(remains 


of flower 
stalk) 


combined mesocarp 
and endocarp layer 


seeds 


exocarp 


cortex # ™N. exocarp 


FEATURES OF A BERRY FRUIT (KIWI FRUIT, Actinidia chinensis) 


MELON 
(Cucumis melo) 


GRAPES 
(Vitis vinifera) 


whe 
; ‘’. 


LEMON 
(Citrus limon) 


TOMATO 
(Lycopersicon esculentum) 


EXAMPLES OF DRUPES AND AGGREGATE FRUITS 


MANGO {DRUPE) 
(Mangifera indica) 


PEACH (DRUPE) 
(Prunus persica) 


EXAMPLES OF BERRIES ry) a 


BLACKBERRY (AGGREGATE FRUIT) 


FALSE FRUITS 


GOOSEBERRY 
(Ribes grossularia) 


PSEUDOCARP 
strawherrv 


(Fragaria x ananassa) 


ay om 


SYCONIUM 
hie 
(Ficus carica) 


CAPE GOOSEBERRY 
(Physalis peruviana) 


oe 


Z 
KK 


POME 
apple 
(Malus sylvestris 


(Rubus fruticosus) 


DRY FRUITS 


DEHISCENT FRUITS 


INDEHISCENT FRUITS 


; °° | 
: a, Due e 
SILIGULA FOLLICLE POD OR LEGUME CAPSULE \CHENE (CLUSTER) NU 
honesty larkspur pea love-in-a-mist field marigold acorn 
(Pisum sativum) (Nigella damascena) (Calendula arvensis 


(Lunaria annua) (Delphinium species) 


(Quercus species) 


fruitarian 


etc. used for food ( fruits of the Earth). 4 (usu. in pl.) the 
result of action etc. (fruits of his labours). 5 slang esp. 
US a male homosexual. 6 Bibl. an offspring (the fruit 
of the womb). @ v.inir. G tr bear or cause to bear fruit. 
[from Latin fructus ‘fruit, enjoyment’| o fruited ad). 
(also in comb.). fruiter n. 
fruitarian 7. a person who cats only fruit. 
fruitbat 7. ¥ any large bat of the suborder 
Megachiroptera, feeding on fruit. > ba 
fruit cake ». 1 a cake containing dried 
fruit. 2 (fruitcake) slang an 
eccentric or mad person. 
fruit cocktail 1. . 
finely chopped fruit 
salad. 
fruiterer 7. esp. 
Bnit. a dealer in 
fruit. 
fruit 


fly 7. 


various flies, esp. of the 
genus Drosophila, having larvae 
that feed on fruit. 
fruitful ad. 1 producing much 
. fruit. 2 successful; beneficial, remunerative. 3 pro- 
ducing offspring, esp. prolifically. o fruitfully ado. 
fruitfulness 1. 
fruiting body 2. 


fungus. [> MUSHROOM 


FRUITBAT 
(Pteropus species) 


the spore-bearing part of a 


fruition /froo-ish-6n/ n. 1 a the bearing of fruit. 


b the production of results. 2 the realization of 


aims or hopes. 3 enjoyment. [based on Latin fru ‘to 
enjoy , erroneously associated with fruz/| 
fruitless adj. 1 not bearing fruit. 2 useless, unsuc- 
cessful. 0 fruitlessly «dz. fruitlessness 7. 
fruit machine 7. Brit. a coin-operated gaming 
machine giving random combinations of symbols 
often representing fruit. 


fruit salad 7. various fruits cut up and served in 
syrup, Juice, ete. 

fruit sugar 77. fructose. 

fruity ad). (fruitier, fruitiest) 1 a of fruit. b tast- 
ing or smelling like fruit. 2 (of a voice ete.) of ful 
rich quality, 3 Brit. collog. full of rough humour or 
(usu. scandalous) interest; suggestive. B fruitily ade: 
fruitiness 7. 

frump 7. a dowdy unattractive old-fashioned 
woman. []6th-century coinage] 0 frumpish ad). 
frumpishly ad. 

frumpy ad. frumpier. frumpiest) dowdy, un- 
attractive, and old-tashioned. Oo frumpily ad. 
frumpiness /. 

frustrate «./, 1 make (efforts) ineffective. 2 prevent 
(a person) from achieving a purpose. 3 (as frus- 
trated adj.) a discontented because unable to 
achieve one’s desire. b sexually unfulfilled. 4 disap- 
point (a hope). [based on Latin frustratus “disap- 
pointed’] 0 frustratedly adv. frustrating ad). 
frustratingly ad. frustration 1. 

frye vt © ints, fries, fried) 1 cook or be cooked 
in hot fat. 2 burn or overheat: frizzle, scorch. 3 sang 
electrocute or be electrocuted. @ 7. ( p/. fries) 1 Bri 
various internal parts of animals usu. eaten friec| 
(lamb’s fry). 2 aa dish of fried food, esp. meat. b in 
pl.y No Amer = FRiNcH rep porsors, 3 O'S a social 
gathering where fried food is served. fry up heat 
or rcheat (food) in a frying pan. [from Latin /rigere| 

fry® n.pl. young or newly hatched fishes. [from Ol 
Norse frjo} 

uso frier) La person who fries. 2 a vesse 

esp. lish. 3 C'S a young chicken suitable 


fryer 7 
for frying 
Lor Irving. 

frying pan. \ Ani 
in frying, 


i, frypan) a shallow pan usc 


fry-up 1. Brit. collog. «a dish of miscellancous triec 


lood. 
f-stop 7. Photog a vamera setting Corresponding (o 
a parucular Fnumbei 


ft abhi. toot. leet. 


(pl. flies) any of 


full 


FTP «bhi. Computing file transfer proto- 
col, a standard for the exchange 
of program and data files across 
a network. 

fuchsia /few-sha/ 1. » any shrub of 
the genus Fuchsia, with drooping red, 
purple. or white finodern 
Latin, named after L. Fuchs, German 
botanist, 1501 66] 

fuck coarse slang @ v. 1 fr 
sexual intercourse (with). “9 intr. (toll. 
by about, around) mess about; fool 
around. 3 #: (usu. as an exclamation) 
curse, confound. 4 intx (as fucking 
adj., adv.) used as an intensive to express annoyance | 
etc. @ inf, expressing anger or annoyance. @ 77. an act 
of sexual intercourse. 0 fuck all Bri’. nothing. fuck 
off go away. fuck up 1 make a mess of. 2 disturb 
emotionally. 3 make a blunder. [l6th-century 
coinage] 0 fucker 7. 


flowers, 


© 
G& 


3 intr. have 


w Usage Although widely use -d in many sections of 
society, fuck is still generally considered to be one of 
the most offensive words m English, 


fuck-up 7. coarse s/ang a mess or muddle. 
fucus /few-kis/ 7. (p/. fuci /few-sy/) <4 any 
seaweed of the genus Fucus, 
with flat leathery fronds. 
{Latun, hterally ‘rock- 
lichen’] D fucoid ad). 
fuddle e @.#: confuse 
or stupefy, esp. with 
alcoholic liquor. @ 7. 
1 confusion. 2 in- 
toxication. [1 6th- 
century coinage | 
fuddy-duddy collog. 
@ adj. old-fashioned 
or quaintly fussy. 
@ n. (pl. -ies) a 
fuddy-duddy person. 
[20th-century coinage] 
fudge e 7. 1 a soft toffee-like 
sweet made with milk, sugar, 
butter, etc. 2 nonsense. 3 
piece of dishonesty or faking. 
ev. 1 & put together in a 
makeshift or dishonest way; fake. 2 t; deal with 
incompetently. 3 mf practise such methods. 
fuehrer var of | UHRLR. 


FUCUS: SERRATED 
WRACK FUCUS 
(Fucus serratus) 


fuel e 7. 1 material burnt or used as a source of heat 
or power or nuclear energy, 2 lood as a source of 
energy, 3 anything that sustains or inflames 
emotion or passion. @ 7. (fuelled, fuelling; C'S 
fueled, fueling) 1 / supply with fuel. 2 t inflame 
(an argument, fecling, etc.) (drink fuelled his anger). 
3 intr. take in or get fuel. [based on Latin focus 
hearth | 


FUEL INJECTION 

In some vehicles, fue! injectors have replaced 
the carburettor as a means of introducing 
fuel directly into the cylinders of an internal- 
combustion engine. A computer-controlled 
pump squirts tiny, exact amounts of fuel 


fuel- 
pressure m 


regulatai 


f fuel rail 
= 
i 


FUCHSIA 
(Fuchsia ‘Love’s Rew 


fuel cell n. a cell producing an electric current 
direct from a chemical reaction. 
fuel element 7. an clement of nuclear fuel 
etc. for use in a reactor. | 
fuel injection 7. ¥ the direct introduction of 
fuel under pressure into the combustion 
units of an internal-combustion engine. 
Oo fuel-injected adj. 
fuel oil n. oil used as fuel in an engine 
or furnace. 
fuel rod n. a rod-shaped fuel element. 


ard’) fug n. Brit. collog. stuffiness or fustiness 
of the air in a room. [19th-century 
coinage] 0 fuggy ad. 

fugal adj. of the nature of a fugue. 

-fuge comb. form forming adjectives and nouns 
denoting expelling or dispelling ( febrifuge; vermufuge). 
{based on Latin fugare “to put to flight’ 

fugitive e adj. 1 fleecing. 2 transient, fleeting. 3 (of 
literature) of passing interest, ephemeral. 4 flitting, 
shifting. @ z. 1 a person who flees. 2 an exile or 
refugee. [from Latin fugitvus| 

fugue 2. 1 Aus. a contrapuntal composition in 
which a short melody or phrase is introduced by 
one part and successively taken up by others and 
developed by interweaving the parts. 2 Psychol. loss 
of awareness of one’s identity, often coupled with 
flight from one’s usual environment. [from Latin 
fuga igh] 

fugued acj. in the form of a fugue. 

fiihrer /fewr-cr/ n. (also fuehrer) a leader, esp. a 
tyrannical one. (German, literally ‘leader’ | 

fulcrum ». (//. fulcra 
or fulcrums: pm the 
point against which a 
lever is placed to get 
a purchase or on 
which it turns or is 
supported. > Liver,» 
scat. (Latin, hterally, 
‘post of a couch’] 

fulfil vf. (US fulfill) 
(fulfilled, fulfilling) 
1 carry out (a prophecy or promise). 2 a satisfy 
(a desire or prayer). b (as fulfilled aq.) completely 
happy. 3 a executa: obey (a command or law). 
b perform, carry out (a task). 4 comply with 
(conditions). 5 answer (a purpose). 6 bring to an 
end, finish, complete (a period or piece of work). 
O fulfil oneself dev: elop one’s gifts and character 
to the full. [Old English] 0 fulfilment x. (C'S 
fulfillment). 

full’ e ad. 1 holding.all its limits will allow (the bucket 
is full: full of cater’. 2 having eaten to one’s limits or 
satisfaction. 3 abundant, copious, satisfying (led a 
full life, give full details. the book is very full on this point). 
4 (foll. by of) having or holding an abundance of; 
showing marked signs of ( full of interest, full of 


_ fulcrum 


| 
| effort 


FULCRUM 


directly into the cylinders. In petrol engines, 
the fuel is injected at the start of the first 
induction Hie éf the four-stroke cycle. 
Fuel injection is standard in diesel engines, 
and where a catalytic converter is fitted. 


computer injector __ 
wUTINE nozzle 


connection 


full 


mistakes). 5 (foll. by of) a engrossed in thinking | 
about ( full of himself). b unable to refrain from talk- | 
ing about ( full of the news). 6 complete, perfect ( full 
membership: full daylight; waited a full hour). 7 a (of tone 
or colour) deep and clear. b (of light) intense. ¢ (of 
motion etc.) vigorous (a full pulse; at full gallop). 
8 plump, rounded (a full figure). 9 (of clothes) 
made of much material arranged in folds. 10 (of 
the heart etc.) overcharged with emotion. @ adv. 
lt very (jou fnow full well). 2 quite, fully (full si 
miles; full ripe). 3 exactly (hit him full on the nose). 
4 more than sufficiently ( full early). 0 at full length 
1 lying stretched out. 2 without abridgement. 
come full circle see circir. full speed (or 
steam) ahead! an order to proceed at maximum 
speed or to pursue a course of action energetically. 
full up completely full. in full 1 without abridge- 
ment. 2 to or for the full amount (paid in full). 
in full swing at the height of activity, in full view 
entirely visible. to the full to the utmost extent. 
[Old English] 

full? v4; cleanse and thicken (cloth). [Middle English, 
back-formation from ruuier] 

full-back n. a defensive player, or a position near 
the goal, in football, hockey, etc. > roorBaLy, RUGBY 

full beam 7. the brightest setting of a vehicle’s 
headhehts. 

full-blooded adj. 1 vigorous, hearty, sensual. 2 not 
hybrid. o full-bloodedly adv. full-bloodedness n. 

full-blown adj. fully developed. 

full board 1. provision of accommodation and all 
meals at a hotel etc. 

full-bodied ad. rich in quality, tone, ete. 

full brother 7. a brother born of the same parents. 

full-cream aq). of or made from unskimmed milk. 

full dress e 7. formal clothes worn on great occa- 
sions. @ altrib.adj. \full-dress) (of a debate etc.) of 
major importance. 

fuller 7. a person who fulls cloth. [from Latin /ullo] 

fuller’s earth 7. a type of clay used in fulling cloth. 

full face e@ adv. (also im full face) with all the face 
visible tothe observer. @ adj. (full-face) with all the 
face visible to the observer. 

full-frontal atiri).adj. 1 (of nudity or a nude figure) 
with full exposure at the front. 2 unrestrained, 
explicit. 

full-grown adj. having reached maturity. 

full house 7. la maximum attendance at a theatre, 
in Parliament, etc. 2 Poker a hand with three of a 
kind and a pair. 

full-length adj. 1 not shortened. 2 (of a mirroy, 
portrait, etc.) showing the whole height of the 
human figure. 

full lock see Lock! n. 3b. 

| full marks 7.p/. (US high marks) the maximum 

award in an examination, in assessment of a 
person, ete. 

full moon 7. 1 the Moon with its whole disc illumin- 
ated. 2 the time when this occurs. 

fullness 7. (also fulness) 1 being full. 2 (of sound, 
colour, etc.) richness, volume, body. 3 all that is 
contained (in the world etc.). din the fullness 
of time at the appropriate or destined time. 

full point 7. = Fors. sror 1. 

full professor n. a professor of the highest grade 
in a university etc, 

full-scale adj. not reduced in size, complete. 

full sister 7. a sister born of the same parents. 

full stop 7. 1 a punctuation mark (.) used at the end 
of a sentence or an abbreviation. 2 a complete 
cessation. 

full term 7. the completion of a normal pregnancy. 

full tilt see riur. 

full-time e adj. occupying or using the whole of the 
available working time (a full-time job). @ adv. on a 
full-time basis (zeurks full-hme). 

full time 7. 1 the total norma! duration of work etc. 
2 the end of a football ete. match. 

full-timer 7. a person who does a full-time job. 


fully adv. 1 completely, entirely (am fully aware). 2 no 
less or fewer than ( fully 60). 

fully-fashioned ad. (of women’s clothing) shaped 
to fit the body. 

fully-fledged adj Bri. (or fully fledged predic.) 
mature. 

fulmar 7. any medium-sized seabird of the genus 
Fulmarus, with stout body, robust bill, and rounded 
tail. [from Old Norse /il/ mar ‘foul gull’, referring to 
its habit of regurgitating its stomach contents] 

fulminant ad. 1 fulminating. 2 \Jed. (of a disease 
or symptom) developing suddenly. [from Latin 
Jfulmanant- ‘striking with lightning’ | 

fulminate wif, 1 express censure loudly and force- 
fully. 2 explode violently; flash like lightning ( fulmin- 
ating mercury). 3 Med. (of a disease or symptom) 
develop suddenly. [based on Latin fulmen -mints 
‘ightning’| o fulmination 7. 

fulness var. of ruLtnuss. 

fulsome adj. 1 disgusting by excess of flattery, 
servility, or expressions of affection; excessive, cloy- 
ing, 2 disp. copious. [Middle English] o fulsomely 
adi. fulsomeness 2. 


mu Usage The original meaning of fulsome was 
‘copious’ (see sense 2 above). However. this usage is 
now considered incorrect, and fulsome is used only 
as a pejorative term, applied to nouns such as /lat- 
tery, praise, and tribute, meaning ‘excessive’ or ‘cloy- 
ing’. 


fumble e 7. 1 inty, use the hands awkwardly, grope 
about. 2 fr, a handle clumsily or nervously. b Sport 
fail to stop (a ball) cleanly. e 7. an act of fumbling. 
[from Dutch fommelen| 0 fumbler n. fumblingly 
adi. 

fume @ 7. (usu. in f/.) exuded gas or smoke or vapour, 
esp. when harmful or unpleasant. @ 7. 1 a itr emit 
fumes. b é give off as fumes. 2 intr. be affected by 
(esp. suppressed) anger (way fuming al their inefficiency). 
3 t. a fumigate. b subject to fumes (to darken tints 
in oak, photographic film, etc.). [from Latin fumus 
‘smoke’| 0 fumyy ad). 

fumigate vt. 1 disinfect or purify with fumes. 
2 apply fumes to. [based on Latin fumus ‘smoke’| 
0 fumigant n. fumigation 7. fumigator vn. 

fun e 7. 1 amusement, esp. lively or playful. 2 a 
source of this, 3 (in full fun and games) exciting 
or amusing goings-on, @ atirth.adj. disp collog. amus- 
ing, enjoyable (a fun thing to do). 0 be great (or 
good) fun be very amusing. for fun (or for the 
fun of it) not for a serious purpose. have fun 
enjoy oneself. in fun as a joke, not seriously. make 
fun of mock; ridicule. what fun! how amusing! 
[from obsolete fun, variant of fon ‘to make a fool 
ot} 


a Usage The use of fun as an attributive adjective 
is common in informal use. but is considered incor- 
rect by some people. 


funboard 1. ¥ a type of windsurfing board that is 
less stable but faster than a standard board. 


function e 7. 
1 a an activity proper 
to a person or insttuuon. 
b a mode of action or 
activity by which a thing 
fulfils its purpose. e an offi- 
cial or professional duty, 2aa 
public ceremony or occasion. 
b a social gathering, esp. a 
large, formal, or important one. 
3 Math. a variable quantity re- 
garded in relation to another or others in terms of 
which it may be expressed or on which its value 
depends (x is a function of 9 and 2). @ v.inir. fulfil a func- 
tion, operate; be in working order. [from Latin fune- 
tio] o functionless adj. 


FUNBOARD 


fungous 


functional adj. 1 of or serving a function. 2 (esp. of 
buildings) designed or intended to be practical 
rather than attractive; utilitarian. 3 Phyyiol. a (esp. of 
disease) of or affecting only the functions of an 
organ etc., not structural or organic. b (of mental 
disorder) having no discernible organic cause. ¢ (of 
an organ) having a function, not functionless or 
rudimentary. 4 .V/ath. of a funcuon. o functional- 
ity 7. functionally adv. 

functional food 7. a food containing health-giving 
additives. 

functional group 2. Chem. a group of atoms that 
determine the reactions of a compound containing 
the group. 

functionalism 7. belief in or stress on the practical 
application of a thing. 0 functionalist x. 

functionary 7. (//. -ies) a person who has to per- 
form official functions or duties; an official. 

function key 7. Computing a key which is used to 
generate instructions. 

fund e 7. 1 a permanent stock of something ready 
to be drawn upon (a fund of knowledge, a fund of 
tenderness). 2 a stock of money, esp. one set apart for 
a purpose. 3 (in p/.) money resources. @ v.t7, 1 pro- 
vide with money. 2 convert (a debt repayable on 
demand or at a stated time) into a more or less 
permanent debt at fixed interest. Gin funds Bni. 
collog. having money to spend. [from Latin fundus 
‘bottom, piece of land’] 

fundament 7. joc. the buttocks. [from Latin funda- 
mentum] 

fundamental e adj. of, affecting, or serving as a 
base or foundation, essential, primary (a fundamental 
change, the fundamental form). @ n. 1 (usu. in pl.) a 
fundamental principle. 2 Afus. a fundamental note, 
0 fundamentally adi. 

fundamentalism 7. 1 strict maintenance of trad- 
itional Protestant belicis. 2 strict mamtenance of 
ancient or fundamental doctrines of any religion. 
0 fundamentalist n. & ad). 

fundamental note 7. \fus. the lowest note of a 
chord. 

fundamental particle 7. a subatomic particle. 

fundamental tone 7. .\/us. the tone produced by 
vibration of the whole of a sonorous body (opp. 
HARMONIC 1. 

fundholder ». Brit. a GP who is provided with and 
controls his or her own budget. G fundholding n. 
& adj. 

fund-raiser 7. a person who seeks financial support 
for a cause, enterprise, etc. 0 fund-raising 7. 

funeral e x. 1 a the burial or cremation of a dead 
person with its ceremonies. b a burial or cremation 
procession, 2 collog. one’s (usu. unpleasant) concern 
(that’s your funeral). @ attrrb.adj. of or used etc. at a 
funeral ( funeral oration). [from Latin funus -eris} 

funeral director 7. an undertaker. 

funeral parlour n. (.\. Amer. also funeral home) 
an establishment where the dead are prepared for 

burial or cremation. 

funeral pile ». (also funeral 

pyre) a pile of wood etc. on 

which a corpse is burnt. 

funerary adj. of or used at a 

funeral or funerals. 

funereal ad. 1 of or appropriate to a 

funeral. 2 dismal, dark. c funereally ad:. 

funfair n. Brit. a fair, or part of one, consisting of 

amusements and sideshows. 

fungi //, of runcus. 

fungicide ». a fungus-destroying substance. 0 fungi- 
cidal aj. 

fungoid @ «dj. 1 resembling a fungus in texture or in 
rapid growth, 2 of a fungus or fungi. @ n. a fungoid 
plant. 


fungous ad. 1 having the nature of a fungus. 
2 springing up like a mushroom: transitory. 
[Midelle English, from Latin fungosns | 


furbelor 


fungus 


fungus /fung-giis/ 7. (pl. fungi /fung-gy/ or 
funguses) | » any of a group of spore-producing 
organisms feeding on organic matter, including 
moulds, yeast. mushrooms, and toadstools. 2 any- 
thing similar usu. growing suddenly and rapidly. 
3 Aled. a spongy morbid growth. 4 slang a beard. 
[Latin] 0 fungal ad). fungiform ad). fungivorous 
ad). 
weight of descending 
car helps pull up 


ascending car 


funicular  /few- 
nik-yoo-ler/ @ ad). 
<4 (of a railway, esp. 
on a mountainside: 
operating by cable 
with ascending and 
descending cars 
counterbalanced. 
@ on. a funicular 
railway. [based on 
Latin funis ‘rope’| 
funk' slang @ 7. 
1 fear, panic. 2 Brit. 
a coward. @ 7. Bril. 
1 intr. flimch, shrink, 
show — cowardice. 
2 t try to evade 
(an undertaking), 
shirk. 3 &t& be 
afraid of: [18th-century Oxford slang] 
funk? n. slang 1 funky music. 2 US a strong smell. 
funky ad). (funkier. funkiest) s/ang 1 (esp, of jazz 
or rock music) earthy, bluesy, with a heavy rhythmic- 
al beat. 2 fashionable. 3 unconventional: striking. 
0 funkily ad. funkiness 7. 
funnel e 7. 1 a tube or pipe widening at the top, for 
pouring liquid, powder, etc., into a small opening. 
2 a metal chimney on a steam engine or ship. @ wf7; 
@& intr (funnelled, funnelling: US funneled, 
funneling) guice or move through or as through a 
funnel. [based on Latin infundere ‘to pour in'| 
funny e ad. (funnier, funniest) 1 amusing, comical. 
2 strange, perplexing, hard to account for. 3 collog. 
slightly unwell, eccentric, etc. @ 7. (pl. -ies) (usu. in 
pl.) collog. 1 a comic strip in a newspaper. 2 a joke. 
[related to run] O funnily adz. funniness 2, 
funny bone 7. the part of the elbow over which the 
ulnar nerve passes. 
funny business 7, 1 sang misbehaviour or decep- 
tion, 2 comic behaviour, comedy. 
funny money 7. collog. currency that is forged o1 
otherwise worthless. 
fun run 2x. collog. an uncompetitive run, esp. for 
sponsored runners in support of a charity. 
fur @ 7. 1 a the short fine soft hair of certain 
animals, distinguished from the longer hair. b the 
skin of such an animal with the fur on it. 2 a the 
coat of certain animals as material for making, 
trimming, or hning clothes. b a trimming or lining 
made of the dressed coat of such animals. or of 
material imitating this. ¢ a garment 
» made of or trimmed or lined with 
= fur. 3 (collect, furred animals. 4aa 
formed on_ the 
tongue in sickness. b Brit. 
a %. a coating formed on the 
inside surface of a pipe. 
kettle, etc,. by hard water. 
®«. (furred, furring) 1 /;; 
(esp. as furred adj.) a line 
or tim with fur. b provide 
fan animal with — fur. 
ce clothe (a person) with fur, 
d coat (a tongue. the inside 
of a_ kettle) with — fur. 
2 intr. Brit. tof a kettle etc.) 
become with fur. 
|from old French 
‘sheath | oO furless ad). 
furbelow e 1. | <4 
gathered 
pleated border of a 
skirt or petticoat. 2 (in 


cable 


FUNICULAR RAILWAY 
IN OPERATION 


coating 


coated 


fern 


stip ol 
FURBELOW ON AN 
EDWARDIAN PRETICONI 


further 


FUNGUS 


Neither plants nor animals, fungi form a 
separate kingdom. They absorb food from 
living or dead organic matter, and repro- 
duce by spores. There are three main diy- 
isions. Basidiomycota, which includes 
mushrooms and toadstools, embraces 


EXAMPLES OF FUNGUS TYPES 
BASIDIOMYCOTA 


PGE EANETES: 
FOADSTOOLS 


ASCOMYCOTA 


mildere 


art LPT Less 


MILDELAWS 


species that form spores in microscopic struc- 
tures called basidia. Ascomycota 1s a varied 
division of some 30,000 species, which form 
spores in microscopic structures called asci. 
Zygomycota mcludes mould-like fung: that 
live on decaying plant and animal matter. 


MUSHROOMS 


BRACKET FUNGI 
ZYGOMYCOTA 
mould 


MEATS 


MOULDS 


fl.; esp. in phr. frills and furbelows) derog. showy 
ornaments. @ wir adorn with furbelows. [18th- 
century variant of fa/bala ‘flounce, trimming” | 

furbish 7. 1 remove rust from, polish, burnish. 
2 ave a new look to, renovate, revive (something 
anuquated). [from Old French jorbir] 

furcate e adj. forked, branched. @ v.znir, form a fork, 
divide. [based on Latin furca ‘fork’| 0 furcation n. 

furious adj. 1 extremely angry. 2 full of fury. 
3 raging, violent, intense. [from Latin fum- 
osus| O furiously ado. 

furl ». 1 #7: roll up and secure (a sail, umbrella, 
flag, etc.). 2 mtr, become furled. 3 t& a close (a 
fan). b fold up (wings). [from Old French fer(m) 
‘firm’ + lier ‘to bind’ 

furlong 7. an eighth of a mile, 220 yards. [Old 
English, from _/u7h lang ‘long furrow’ | 

furlough /fer-loh/ @ n. leave of absence, esp. 
granted to a member of the services or to a 
missionary. @ 7. CS 1 ¢ grant furlough to. 
2 intr spend furlough. [from 
Dutch verlof | 

furnace 7. 1 an enclosed struc- 
ture for intense heating by fire. 
2 a very hot place. [from Latin fornax -acis| 

furnish »./, 1 provide (a house etc.) with all neces- 
sary contents, esp. movable furniture. 2 (foll. by 
with) cause to have possession or use of. 3 provide. 
afford, yield. [from Old French furnir| 

furnished «ad. (of a house etc.) let with furniture. 

furnisher 7. 1 a person who sells furniture. 2 a 
person who furnishes 

furnishings 7.//. the furniture and fiuments in a 
house. room. etc 

furniture 7. 1 the movable equipment of a house, 
room, etc., e.g. tables, beds. 2. Vaul. a ship's equip- 
ment. 3 accessories, e.g. the handles and lock of a 
door. 0 part of the furniture col/og. a person or 
thing taken for granted. [from French fourniture] 

furniture beetle 7. a beetle. Anobium punclatum, the 
larvae of which bore into wood (see woovworM). 


furore /fewr-or-i/ n. (US furor /fewr-or/) 1 an 
uproar; an outbreak of fury. 2 a wave of enthusias- 
tic admiration, a craze. [from Latin furor] 
furrier /fu-ri-er/ n. a dealer in furs. [based on Old 
French forrer ‘to trim with fur’] 
furrow e 7. 1 a narrow trench made by a plough. 
2 a rut, groove, or deep wrinkle. 3 a ship’s track, @ w. 
1 é plough. 2 & a make furrows, grooves, etc. 
in. b mark with wrinkles. 3 inér (esp. of the 
brow) become furrowed. [Old English] 
furry adj. (furrier. furriest) like or 
covered with fur, o furriness n. 
fur seal n. ¥ any of several 
related seals with thick fur on 
the underside used com- 
mercially as 
sealskin. 


FUR SEAL: Gi ALAPAGOS FUR SEAL 
(Arctocephalus galapagoenis 


further e adv. (also farther) 1 more distant in space 
or time (unsafe to proceed further). 2 at a greater 
clistance (nothing was further from his thoughts). 3 to a 
greater extent, more (well enguare further). 4 m add- 
iuon (L may add further). @ ad). (also farther) 1 more 
distant or advanced (on the further side). 2 more, add- 
inional (threats of further punishment). @ v.tr. promote, 
favour (a scheme etc.). 0 further to formal follow- 
ing on from (esp. an earlier letter etc.). till further 
notice (or orders) to continue until explicitly 
changed. [Old English] 0 furthermost ad). 


w Usage The form farther is used especially with 
reference to physical distance, although further is 
preferred by many people even in this sense 


furtherance 


furtherance n. furthering or being furthered; the 
advancement of a scheme etc. 

further education 7. Brit. education for persons 
above school age but usu. below degree level. 

furthermore adv. in addition, besides. 

furthest (also farthest) e adj. most distant. @ adv. to 
or at the greatest distance. [Middle English] 


u Usage The form farthest is used especially with 
reference to physical distance, although furthest is 
preferred by many people even in this sense. 


furtive adj. 1 done by stealth, clandestine, meant to 
escape notice. 2 sly, stealthy, 3 stolen, taken secretly. 
[from Latin furtivus| 0 furtively adv. furtiveness n. 

furry 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a wild and passionate anger. b a 
fit of rage (in a blind fury). c impetuosity in battle etc. 
2 violence of a storm, disease, etc. 3 (Fury) (usu. in 
pl.) (in Greek mythology) each of usu. three 
goddesses sent from the underworld to avenge 
crime. 4 an avenging spirit. 5 an angry or malig- 
nant woman. O like fury collog. with great force or 
effect. [from Latin furia] 

furze 7. = corse. [Old English] 

fuse’ ev. 1 # & int: melt with intense heat. 2 & & intr 

blend or amalgamate into 

one whole by or as by melt- 

ing, 3 & provide (a circuit, 

plug, etc.) with a fuse. 4 Brit. 

a intr. (of an appliance) cease 

to function when a fuse 

blows. b # cause (an appli- 

ance) to do this. @ 7. da 

device or component for 

protecting an electric circuit, 

containing a strip or wire of 
easily melted metal and placed im the circuit so as to 
break it by melting when an excessive current passcs 
through. o blow a fuse lose one’s temper. [from 
Latin fundere fus- ‘to melt’] 

fuse? (also fuze) en. 1 a device for igniting a bomb 
or explosive charge, consisting of a tube or cord 
etc. filled or saturated with combustible matter. 2 a 
component in a shell, mine, etc., designed to deton- 
ate an explosive charge. @ v.ir fit a fuse to. [from 
Latin fusus ‘spindle’ (from the shape of the tube in 
sense 1)| 0 fuseless ad). 

fuse box 7. a box housing the fuses for circuits in 
a building. 

fuselage /few-zé-lahzh/ n. the body of an aero- 


insulation 


metal wire 


glass casing 


FUSE 


plane. > sracecrarr. [based on French fuseler ‘to cut | 


into a spindle’ | 
fusible adj. that can be easily fused or melted. 


fusil n. frst. a light musket. [based on Latin focus 


‘hearth, fire’] 


fusilier 7. (US also fusileer) 1 a member of any 
of several British regiments formerly 
armed with fusils. 2 Hist. & a soldier 
armed with a fusil. [French (as rusr. )] 

fusillade 7». 1 a continuous 
discharge of firearms. 2 a sus- %ayonel = 
tained outburst of criticism etc. . 
[French] ; 

“We : 5 coat 

fusilli 7. pasta pieces in the (habit) 
form of short spirals. [Italian, 
‘little spindles’ | 

fusion n. 1 the act or an instance 
of fusing or melting. 2 a fused mass. 3 the 
blending of different things into one. 4 a 
coalition. 5 Physics = NUCLEAR FUSION. 

fusion bomb 7. a bomb involving nuclear 
fusion, esp. a hydrogen bomb. 

fuss e 7. 1 excited commotion, 
bustle. 2 a excessive concern 
about a trivial thing. b abundance 
of petty detail. 3 a sustained 
protest or dispute. 4 a person who fusses. 
e:. 1 mtr a make a fuss. b busy oneself rest- 
lessly with trivial things. ¢ move fussily. 2 é 
Brit. agitate, worry. 0 make a fuss 
complain vigorously. make a fuss over 
(or Brit. of) treat (a person or animal) with 
great or excessive attention. []8th-century 


fusil 
(flintlock 


musket) 


fuzzy logic 


trifling, [from Latin futilis, related to_fundere ‘pour’ | 
O futilely adv, futility n. 
futon /foo-ton/ n. 1 a Japanese quilted mattress 
used as a bed. 2 a type of low wooden sota bed 
having such a mattress. [ Japanese] 
future e adj. 1 a going or expected to happen or be 
or become (his future career). b that will be some- 
thing specified (my future wife). c that will 
shako be after death (a future life). 2 a of 
SN cockade time to come ( future years). b Gram. 
(of a tense or participle) descnbing an 
event yet to happen. @ 7. 1 time to come { past, 
present, and future). 2 what will happen in the 
future (the future is uncertain). 3 the future 
condition of a person, country, etc. 4a 
prospect of success etc. (there’s no future in 
it). 5 Gram. the future tense. 6 (in pl.) Stock 
Exch. a goods and stocks sold for future 
delivery. b contracts for these. 0 in 
future from now onwards. [from Latin 
futurus ‘gomg to be’] 
future perfect 7. Gram. a tense giving 
the sense wll have done. 
futurism 7. a movement in art, 
literature, music, etc., with violent 
departure from traditional forms so 
as to express movement and growth. 
a futurist 7. 
futuristic adj. 1 suitable for the future; 
ultra-modern. 2 of futurism. 3 relating to 
the future. 0 futuristically adv. 
futurity 7. (//. -ies) 1 future time. 2 (in 
sing. or pl.) future events. 
futurology 7. systematic forecasting of 


a. breeches 


gaiter 


coinage] 0 fusser 7. FUSILIER: the future. o futurological ad. futur- 
: F FRENCH FUSILIER  ologist x. 
fusspot n. collog. a person given to fussing, 
2 Boe ee 7 (1807 12) fuze var. of ruse?. 


fussy adj. (fussier, fussiest) 1 inclined to 
fuss. 2 full of unnecessary detail or decoration. 
3 fasndious. 0 fussily adv. fussiness 7. 

fustian e 7. 1 thick twilled cotton cloth with a short 
nap, usu. dyed in dark colours. 2 bombast. @ adj. 
1 made of fustian. 2 bombastic. 3 worthless. [from 
medieval Latin fustaneus ‘relatmg to cloth from 
Fostat’, a suburb of Cairo] 

fusty ad. (fustier, fustiest) 1 musty. 2 stuffy. 


3 antiquated, old-fashioned. [from Old French /usté 


‘smelling of the cask’| o fustily adv. fustiness n. 
futile adj. 1 useless, meffectual, vain. 2 frivolous, 


fuzz en. 1 fluff. 2 fluffy or frizzled hair. 

3 slang a the police. b a police officer. @ utr: & inir, make 
or become fluffy or blurred. [16th-century coinage] 

fuzzy adj. (fuzzier, fuzziest) 1 a like fuzz. b fluffy. 
ce frizzy. 2 blurred, indistinct. 3 Computing & Logic 
(of a set) of which membership is determined im- 
precisely according to probability functions; of or 
relating to such sets ( fuzzy logic). B fuzzily adv. fuzzi- 
ness nN. 

fuzzy logic n. a form of logic in which predicates 
can have fractional values rather than simply being 
true or false. 


ope) 


G'n, (also g) (pl. Gs or G’s) 1 the seventh letter of 
the alphabet. 2 \us. the fifth note in the diatonic 
scale of C major. > nowrion 

G? abbr. (also G.) NV. Amer. collog. = Granv n. 2. 

G? symb. 1 gauss. 2 giga-. 3 gravitational constant. 

g! abbr. (also g.) gelding. 

g? symb. 1 grain(s). 2 gravity 

G7 attrib.ad}. relatmg to or designating a 
of seven leading industrialized nations. 


group 


Ga symb. Chem. the element gallium 

gab collog. @ n. talk, chatter. @ gabbed. 
gabbing) talk, chatter. o gift of the gab the facil- 
ity of speaking eloquently or profusely. [{18th- 
century variant of cos'] 


z.intr. 


gabardine 7. (also gaberdine) 1 a smooth clurable 
twill-woven cloth esp. of worsted or cotton. 2 Brit. 
a garment made of this esp. a raincoat. 

gabble e «:/ talk or utter too fast or unin- 
telligibly. @ 7. fast unintelligible talk. [from Middle 
Dutch gebbelen| 0 gabbler n 


& int 


gabby «dj. \gabbier. gabbiest) vol/og. talkative 

gaberdine var. of cisiroine. [from Old French 
gauvardine] 

gable 1. 1 a the triangular upper part of a wall 
at the end of a ridged roof. t 
b (in full gable-end) a gable-topped wall. 2 a 
gable-shaped canopy over a window or door. [from 
Old Norse gafl] a gabled ad). (also in comb. 

gad vir, ‘gadded, gadding) oll. by about. abroad 
around) go alyout idly or in search of pleasure. [back 
formation from obsolete gadling ‘companion } 


HALI-TIMBLREI ROOF, 


gadabout 7. a person who gads about. 
gadfly ». (//. -flies 
1 < a caittle-biting 
fly. esp. a warble fh, 
horsefly. or bottfly. 
2 an irritating o1 
harassing person. 
[based on obsc ete 
gad ‘goad, spike 5 


probose is 


gadget 7. any small 
and 


usu. ingenious 
GADFLY: mechanical device o1 
i Ce tool. []9th-century naut- 


ical coinage] 0 gadgeteer n 
gadgetry n. gadgety ad. 
gadolinium 7. (jiem. a 

element of the lanthanide serie 


HORSELELY 


silvery metallic 
{modern Latin] 


soit 


gadwall 7. a brownish-grey freshwater duck, . dna 
strepera. [1 7th-century coinage | 

gadzooks int. archaic an expression of asseveration 
etc. alteration of God + 

Gael /gayl/ n. 1 a Scottish Celt. 2 a Gaelic- 


speaking Celt. [from Gaelic Gardheal| 


cooks ot unknown origin} 


Gaelic /gay-lik/ @ 7. a Celtic language spoken in 
Ireland and Scotland. @ < of or 
to the Gaels or Gael 


gaff'en. lar ast 


relating 


with an iron hook for land- 


ing large fish. boa barbed fishing spear 
2 \Naut. a par to which the hh 1 of fore 
and-aft sail is bent. ( screr MIN, @ 7./7% Seize 
fish) with a gaff. [from Prove 1 gaf hook’ 
gaff* n. Brit. slango blow the 

gaff let out a plot GAFF: 111 Ont 
[1 9th-century comage| GALL ENTENDED 


GALAXY 

Galaxies are classed as spiral, irregular, or 
elliptical. Spiral galaxies vary in the size and 
structure of the central hub and spiral arms; 
of these, barred spiral galaxies — to which 
our galaxy, the Milky Way, may belong 


MAIN TYPES OF GALANY 


SPIRAL GAY 


BARRED SPIRAL GALANY 


have a central bar consisting of millions of 
stars, which rotate in unity. Spiral and irregu- 
lar galaxies hold quantities of gas from which 
new stars are created. Elliptical galaxies 
contain old red stars and practically no gas. 


ELLIPTICAL GALAXY 


IRREGULAR GALAXY 


gaffe n. an indiscreet act or remark. [French] 

gaffer 7. 1 an old fellow. 2 Bri. collog. a foreman 
or boss. 3 ¢ollog. the chief electrician in a film or 
television production unit. 

gaffer tape 7 
adhesive tape. 


strong cloth-hbacked waterproot 


gag en. 1 a piece of cloth etc. thrust into or held 
over the mouth, esp. to prevent speaking or crying 
out. 2 a joke, comic scene, or humorous action. 
3 a thing or circumstance restricting free speech. 
e 7. (gagged, gagging) 1 / apply a gag to. 2 ir. 
deprive of free speech. 3 a ini: choke or retch. b & 
cause to do this. 4 intr, Theatr. make gags. [Middle 
English] 

gaga adj. slang 1 senile. 2 fatuous; slightly crazy 
[French, literally ‘senile’] 

gage'n. 1 a pledge; a thing deposited as security. 
2 archaiw a a challenge to fight. b a symbol of this, 
esp. a glove thrown down. [from French gage] 
gage® lS var. of Gauwi 

gaggle n. 1 a flock of geese. 2 collog. a disorderly 

group of people. [Middle English] 
( Gaia /gy-a/ n. the Earth viewed as 
) vast self-regulating organism (Gaia hypoth- 


| ests; Gaia theory). (Greek, literally *Earth’] 
hook a Gaian n. & ad). 
gaiety 7. 1 the state of being merry; 


mirth. 2 merrymaking. 3 a bright appearance. 
[trom French gaiete] 
gaillardia /gay-lar-dia/ n. > 
any plant of the genus 
Gaillardia (daisy tamily), with 
showy flowers. [named after 
Gaillard de Marentonneau. 
I8th-century French botanist] 
gaily adv. 1 in a gay or light- 
hearted manner. 2 with a 
bright or colourful appear- 
ance 
gain e@. 1 ¢ obtain or secure 
(usu. something desired or fa- 
vouralle an advantage 
2 fv, acquire (a sum) as profits; 


2ain 


in incre- 


earn. 3 &@ obtain a: 

ment or addition (gain momen 

tum, gain weight ,. & intr. (foll. by 

m) make a specihed advance , 

or improvement (gained in stal Gatlardia x g 
ure). 5 iof a clock ete.) a inh. 

rave the fault of becoming fast. b f, become fast 
ry (a specific amount of time). 6 if (often foll. by 
on, upon) come closer to a person or thing 
wT ued 7 fy a Dring over to one VIEW b (toll. 
vy ater) win by persuasion etc. 8 ¢r reach or arrive 
at (a desired place), @ x. 1 something gained, 
achieved. ete. 2 an increase of possessions etc.; a 
wofit. advance. or improvement. 3 the acquisi- 
tion of wealth. 4 (in p/.) sums of money icquirecl 


GAILLARDIA 
indiflora *Kobold’) 


by ‘trade etc., winnings. 5 an increase in amount. 
0 gain ground see crounn'. gain time improve 
one’s chances by causing or accepting delay. [from 
Old French gainer ‘to till, acquire’] G gainer n. 
gainful ad. 1 (of employment) paid. 2 lucrative. 
6 gainfully adv. gainfulness 7. 
gainsay w./7. (past and past part. gaimsaid) archanx 
or literary deny, contradict. [Middle 
English, based on obsolete gain- 
‘against’ | 


~ 


gait 7. a manner of walking or for- 
ward motion. [from Old Norse] 
gaiter 7. Pm a covering 
of cloth, leather, etc 
for the leg below 


the knee, for 
the ankle, for part 
of a machine. 


etc. [from French 
guétre| C gaitered 
adj. 

Gal. abbr Gal- 
auians {New Tes- 
tamenti. 

gal n. slang a 
girl. [represent- 
ing variant pro- 
nunciation | 


MUD GAITER 


GAITERS 
USED FOR LEG 
PROTECTION 


SNOW GAITER 


gal. abbr. gallon(s) 

gala n. 1 (often attrib.) a festive or 
special occasion (a gala perfor- 
mance). 2 Brit. a festive gathering 
for sports, esp. swimming. [from 
Old French gale ‘rejoicing’ | 

galactose n. a simple sugar 
present in many polysaccha- 
ricles. 

galago /ga-lay-goh/ n. (pl. -os) 
= ptsHBasy, [modern Latin 
genus name] 

galantine ». white meat or fish 
boned, cooked, pressed, and 
served cold in aspic ete. [alter- 
ation of Old French galatine| 

galaxy 1. (pl. -ies) 1 A any of 
many independent systems of 
stars, dust, etc. held together by 
gravitational attraction. 2 a (the Galaxy) the 
galaxy of which the solar system is a part. b= MILky 
Way. 3 (foll. by of) a brilliant gathering, [originally 
in sense “the Milky Way": based on Greek gala galak 
tos ‘milk’] Go galactic ad). 

galbanum 7. a bitter aromatic gum resin produced 
from kinds of ferula. [Middle English] 

gale n. 1 a very 


outburst, esp. ¢ 


y strong wind. 2 a storm or an 
laughter. [1 6th-century coinage| 


galvanometer 


galena 7. <a bluish, grey or black 
mineral ore of lead. sulphide. 
> ore. [Latin, literally ‘lead at 
a certain stage of smelting’) 
galemic adj. (also galen- 
ical) 1 of or relating 
to Galen, a Greek phys- 
ician of the 2nd c. ap, 
or his methods. 2 made 
of natural as opposed to 
synthetic components. 
galia melon 7. a small 
roundish variety of melon with 
rough skin and orange flesh. 
Galilean! /gal-i-lee-an/ adj. of or relating to Galileo, 
Italian astronomer d. 1642, or his methods. 
Galilean? /val-i-lee-an/ @ adj. 1 of Galilee in 
Palestine. 2 Christian. @ 7. 1 a native of Galilee. 
2 a Christian. 3 (prec. by the) derog. Christ. 
gall’ 7. 1 impudence. 2 rancour. 3 bitterness; 
anything bitter (gall and wormwwood). 4 the bile of 
animals. 5 the gall bladder and its contents. [from 
Old Norse] 
| 


GALENA: CUBIC 
CRYSTALS 


gall? @ x. 1 a sore on the skin made by chafing. 
2 a vexation. b a cause of this. 3 a place rubbed 
bare. @ xtz 1 rub sore. 2 vex, annoy, [Old English 
gealla ‘sore on a horse’| 0 gallingly adv. 

gall? n. 1 y a growth produced by insects or fungus 
etc. on plants and trees, esp. on oak. 2 (attnb.) 
of insects pro- 
ducing galls 
(gall-fly). [from 
Latin galla| 


. tae 
cross-section 


through gall 
wasp larva / 


exterior 


of gall 


GALLS FORMED 
ON AN OAK TREE 


gall. abbr. gallon(s). 

gallant e ad. festa 1 1 brave, chivalrous. 2 a (of 
a ship, horse, etc.) grand, stately. b archaz finely 
dressed. 3 /gal-ant. ga-lant/ a markedly attentive 
to women. b amatory. e 7. /gal-ant, ga-lant/ 1 a 
ladies’ man; a paramour. 2 archaic a man of fashion; 


a fine gentleman. [from Old French galant ‘making, 


merry | 0 gallantly adv. gallantry 2. 

gall bladder 7. A the vessel storing bile after its 
secretion by the liver and before release into the 
intestine, > DIGESTION 

galleon 7. just. 1 a ship of war (usu. Spanish). 2 a 
large Spanish ship used in American trade. 3 a 
vessel shorter and higher than a galley. [from Span- 
ish galedn| 

galleria /gal-é-ree-i/ n. a collection of small 
shops under a single roof; an ee [Itahan] 

gallery n. (pl. -ies) 1 a room or building for show- 
ing works of art. 2 a balcony, esp. a platform 
projecting from the inner wall of a chureh ete. 
(minstrels’ gallery). > Romanesque. 3 a the highest 
balcony in a theatre. b its occupants. 4 a a covered 
space for walking in, partly open at the side. b a 
long narrow passage in the thickness of a wall or 
supported on corbels, open towards the interior of 
the building. 5 a long narrow room, passage, or 
corridor, 6 Aft/. & Mining a horizontal underground 
passage. 7 a group of spectators at a golf match 
etc. 0 play to the gallery seek to win approval by 
appealing to popular taste. [from medieval Latin 
galeria] 0 galleried ad). 

galley 1. (pl. -eys) 1 /ust. a low flat single-decked 
vessel using sails and oars, and usu. rowed by slaves 
or criminals. 2 a ship’s or aircraft's kitchen. 3 (in full 
galley proof) CEP a proof 1 in the form of long 
single-column strips, not in sheets or pages. (from 
medieval Greek gakua] 


GALL BLADDER 


‘Together with the hepatic ducts and the 
bile ducts, the gall bladder forms part of 
the human biliary system. Bile, an alkaline 
fluid secreted by the liver, drains through 
the hepatic ducts to the gall bladder, 
where it is stored in concentrated form. 
When food is consumed, the gall bladder 
releases bile via the cystic duct and 
common bile duct to the stomach, 
where the bile aids digestion of fats. 


MUCOUS 
membrane 


fibrous tissue 


y | SECTION THROUGH 
ly i THE HUMAN 
= 5 GALL BLADDER 


gall 


bladder 


left hepatic 
ducts 


common 
hepatic 
duct 


aS cystic duct 
from gall 
bladder 


common 


bile duct 


galley slave n. 1 Aisi. a person condemned to row 
in a galley. 2 a drudge. 

galliard 7. fist. 1 a lively dance usu. in triple time 
for two persons. 2 the music for this. [earlier as ad}.: 
from Old French gaillard ‘valiant’| 

Gallic adj. 1 French or typically French. 2 of the 
Gauls. [from Latin Gallicus] 0 Gallicize vir, G intr. 
(also -ise). 

gallice /gal-i-si/ adv. in French. [Latin, literally ‘in 
Gaulish’] 

Gallicism n. a French idiom, esp. one adopted in 
another language. 
gallinraufry 7. (j/. -ies) a 
mixture. [fron French galimafrée| 
gallimimus /. an ostrich-like dinosaur of the late 
Cretaceous period. [from Latin galli ‘of a cockerel’ 
+ mimus “mime, pretence’ | 

gallinaceous adj. of or relating to the order Galli- 
formes, which includes domestic poultry, pheas- 
ants, etc. [based on Latin gallus ‘cock’] 

gallium 7. Chem. a soft bluish-white metallic ele- 
ment occurring naturally in zinc blende, bauxite, 
and kaolin. [based on Latin Gallia ‘France’, named 
patriotically by its discoverer Lecoq de Boisbaudran, 
1838-1912] 

gallivant winir. collog. 1 gad about. 2 flirt. [19th- 
century comage] 

Gallo- comb. form 1 French; French and. 2 Gallic; 
Gallic and (Gallo Roman). 

gallon 7. 1 a Sri. a measure of capacity equal to 
eight pints and equivalent to 4.55 litres, used for 
liquids and corn etc. b US a measure of capacity 
equivalent to 3.79 litres, used for hquids. 2 (usu. 
in pl.) collog. a large amount. {based on medieval 
Latin galléla, a measure for wine] 0 gallonage 1. 

gallop e 7. 1 the fastest pace of a horse or other 
quadruped, with all the feet off the ground to- 
gether in each stride. 2 a ride at this pace. 3 Brit. 
a track or ground for this, @ v. (galloped, gallop- 
ing) 1 a imér (of a horse etc, or its rider) go at 
the pace of a gallop. b t& make (a horse etc.) gallop. 
2 intr. (foll. by through, over) read, recite, or talk at 
great speed. 3 intr progress rapidly (galloping infla 
tion). [from Old French galop| o galloper n. 

gallows 1,/)/. (usu. treated as sing.) 1 a structure, usu. 
of two uprights and a crosspiece, for the hanging 
of criminals. 2 (prec. by He) execution by hanging. 
[Old English] 

gallows humour 2. grim and ironical humour. 

gallstone 7. a small hard mass formed in the gall 
bladder or bile ducts. 

Gallup poll 7. an assessment of public opimion by 
questioning a representative sample. [named alter 
G. H. Gallup, American statistician, 1901 84} 


heterogeneous 


gall wasp 72. 
y <@0aosovall-forming 
insect of the hymen- 
opteran superfamily 
Cynipoidea. 
galop ex. 1 a lively dance 
in duple time. 2 the music 
for this. @ wimtr (galoped, 
galoping) perform this dance. 
[French] 
galore adv. in abundance (placed 
after noun: flowers galore). [from 
Irish go ledr ‘to sufficiency’) 
galosh 7. (usu. in p/.) a water- 
proof overshoe, usu. of rubber. 
[from Late Latin gallicula ‘small 
Gallic shoe’] 
galumph wnir. collog. 1 move noisily or clumsily. 
2 go prancing in triumph. [sense 2: coined by 
Lewis Carroll] 


GALL WASP: 
MARBLE GALL 
WASP 


(Andricus kollarc) 


galvanic ad. 1 a sudden and remarkable (a galvanic 
effect). b stimulating; full of energy. 2 involving elec- 
tricity produced by chemical action. O galvan- 
ically adv. 

galvanize v7; (also -ise) 1 (often foll. by info) rouse 
forcefully, esp. by shock or excitement (was gal 
vanized into action). 2 stumulate by or as if by electric- 
ity. 3 coat firon) with zine (usu. without the use 
of electricity) as a protection against rust. [from 
L. Galvani, Italian physiologist, 1737-98] o gal- 
vanization 7. galvanizer n. 

galvanometer 7. ¥ an instrument for detecting 
and measuring small electric currents. 0 galvano- 
metric ad). 
compass needle 

indicates current 

- flow 


wire loop 
conducts 
current 


electricity 
terminal GALVANOMETER: 
[OTH-CENTURY 


Cr NUNN ER 


gambit 


gambit n. 1 a chess opening in which a player sacri- 
fices a piece or pawn to secure an advantage. 2 an 
opening move in a discussion etc. 3 a trick or 
device. [from Italian gambetto ‘tripping up’] 

gamble e «. 1 int play games of chance for money. 
2 ly. a bet (a sum of money) in gambling. b (often 
foll. by away) lose (assets) by gambling. 3 intr: take 
great risks in the hope of substantial gain. 4 dtr. 
(foll. by on) act in the hope of (gambled on fine weather). 
en. Larisky undertaking or attempt. 2 a spell or an 
act of gambling. [from obsolete game/ ‘to sport’] 
oO gambler n. 

gamboge /gam-bohz// 
gum resin used as a yellow 


pigment and as a 


purgative. [from 
modern Latin 
vambaugium, based 
on Cambodia (now GAMBOGE: 
Kampuchea)] 
gambol e wnt. 
\gambolled, gambolling:; US gamboled, gam- 
boling) skip or frolic playtully. @ n. a playful frolic. 
[from Spanish gambado| 
game'e 7. la form or spell of play or sport, esp. 
a competitive one played according to rules. 2 a 
single portion of play forming a scormg unit in 
some contests. 3e(in pl.) a Brit. athletics or sports as 
organized in a school etc. b a meeting for athletic 
etc. contests (Olympic Games). 4 a winning score in a 
game; the state of the score ma game. 5 the equip- 
ment for a game. 6 one’s level of achievement in a 
game, as specified ( played a good game). 7 a a piece of 
fun (eas only playing a game with you). b (in pl.) tricks 
(none uf your games!). 8 a scheme etc. regarded as a 
game (50 that’s your game). 9 a policy or line of action. 
10 collect.) a wild animals or birds hunted for sport 
or food. b the flesh of these. 11 a hunted animal: 
a quarry or object of pursuit or attack. @ ad. 1 spir- 
ited; eager and willing. 2 (foll. by for, or fo + infin.) 
having the spirit or energy. @ v.inér. play at games 
of chance for money: gamble. 0 the game is up 
the scheme is revealed. off (or on) one’s game 
playing badly (or well). on the game Brit. s/ang 
involved in prostitution or thieving. play the 
game behave fairly. [Old English] 0 gamely ad. 
gameness /”. gamester //. 
game® adj. (of a leg. arm, etc.) 
{1 8th-century dialect word] 
game bird 1. a bird shot for sport or food. 
gamekeeper 7. a person employed to breed and 
protect game. 0 gamekeeping 7. 
gamelan /gam-é-lan/ n. ¥ a type of orchestra 
found in Java and Bali, with a wide 
range of bronze percussion instru- 
ments. [native name in Java] 


ARTISTS’ 
PIGMENT 


lame, crippled. 


gong-chime 


GAMELAN:? GONG-CHIMES USED IN AN 
INDONESIAN GAMELAN ORCHESTRA 


game plan 7. I a winning strategy worked out 
im advance for a particular match, 2 . plan of 
campaign. esp. in polities 

game point 7. Tennis etc. a point which, if won, 
would win the game, 

gamer 1. a person who plays a game or games. 

game show /. a programme on television in which 
people compete to win prizes 

gamesmanship 2. the art or practice of winning 
games or other contests by gaming a psychological 
advantage over an opponent. 


garden 


gamete 7. Biol. a mature germ cell able to unite 
with another in sexual reproduction. [from Greek 
gamete ‘wite’| 0 gametice ad). 
game theory 2. (also games theory) the mathe- 
matical analysis of competitive strategies where 
choices depend on the actions of others. 
gameto- /e4-mee-toh/ comb. form Biol. gamete. 
gametogenesis 7. iol. the process by which cells 
undergo meiosis to form gametes. > MEIOsIs 
gametophyte 7. the gamete-producing form of 
a plant that has alternation of gener- 
ations between this and the asexual 
form (sporophyte)»  sryopnyTe. 
D gametophytic ad). 
game warden 7. an official 
locally supervising game and 
hunting. 
gamin /gam-in/ 7. 1 a street urchin. 
2 an impudent child. [French] 
gamine /gam-een/ n. 1 a girl gamin. 2 a girl with 
mischievous or boyish charm. [French] 
gaming house 7. a place frequented for gambling. 
gaming table 7. a table used for gambling. 
gamma 7. I the third letter of the Greek alphabet 
(T, y). 2 Brit. a third-class mark given for a piece 
of work or in an examination. 3 the third member 
of a series. [from Greek] 
gamma globulin 7. a mixture of blood plasma 
proteins, mainly immunoglobulins, of relatively 
low electrophoretic mobility, often given to boost 
immunity. 
gamma radiation 7. (also gamma rays) electro- 
magnetic radiation of very short wavelength. 
gammon e 7. 1 the bottom piece of a fhtch of 
bacon including a hind leg. 2 the ham of a pig 
cured like bacon. @ win cure (bacon). [from Old 
Northern French gambon]| 
gammy ad). (gammier, gammiest) Brit. collog. 
(esp. of a leg) lame; permanently injured. [dialect 
form of Gase?] 
gamut 7. 1 the whole range or scope of anything 
(the whole gamut of crime). 2 Muy. a the whole series of 
notes used in medieval or modern music. b a major 
diatonic scale. 0 run the gamut of experience or 
perform the complete range of. [from medieval 
Latin gamma + ut, arbitrarily named notes] 
gamy ad. (gamier, gamiest) | having the flavour 
or scent of game kept till it is high. 2 .V. Amer. scan- 
dalous, sensational. 3 = came! adj. o gamily adv, 
gamiiness /. 
gander 7. 1 a male goose. 2 s/ang a look, a glance 
(take a gander). [Old English] 
gang!7. 1 aa band of persons acting or going about 
together. b collog. such a band pursuing 
a purpose causing disapproval. 2 a set of workers, 
slaves, or prisoners. 0 gang up collog. 
1 (often foll. by wth) act in concert. 
2 \foll. by on) combine against. 
[from Old Norse gangr ‘going’ 
gang? vinty. Sc. go. {Old English] 
gang-bang 1. s/ang an occasion on 
which several men successively have 
sexual intercourse with one woman. 
ganger n, Bril. the foreman of a gang 
of workers, esp. navvies. 
gangland 7. the world 
gangsters. 
gangle wii move 
formation from G\wouNa] 
gangling ad. (of a person) loosely built; lanky: 
{literally “going about’, related to Ganc?} 


gangs and 


[back- 


ungracefully 


ganglion uv. (f/. ganglia or ganglions) 1 a an 
enlargement or knot on a nerve etc. containing an 
assemblage of nerve cclls. b a mass of grey matter 
in the central nervous system forming a nerve- 
nucleus. & NiRVoUs sysita. 2 Med. a cyst, esp. on 
a tendon sheath. [from Greek gagelion] o ganglion- 
ated ad). ganglionic ad). 

gangly ad). (ganglier, gangliest) = (Ancvinc. 


gangplank n. a movable plank for boarding or 
disembarking from a ship etc. 

gang rape 1. the successive rape of a person by 
a group of people. ‘ 

gangrene ed. @ n. death of a part of the body 
tissue, usually resulting from obstructed circulation. 
@vlr. & int: affect or become affected with gangrene. 
[from Greek gaggraina] D gangrenous ad. 

gangsta 7..\. mer black sl. a gang member. 

gangster 7. a member of a gang of violent crim- 
inals. 0 gangsterism 7. 

gangue /gang/ n. valueless earth etc. in which ore 
is found. {from German Gang ‘course, lode’] 

gangway e 7. 1 Bri. a passage, esp. between rows 
of seats. 2 a an opening in a ship’s bulwarks. b a 
bridge laid from ship to shore. ¢ a passage on a 
ship. 3 a temporary bridge on a building site etc. 
@ ini. make way! 

ganja 7. the flowering tops of Indian hemp used 
as a narcotic. [from Hindi ganjha] 

gannet 7. 1 a large seabird of the genus Sula, which 
catches fish by plunge-diving > se\pirp, 2 Bri. 
collog. a greedy person. [Old English] 

gantry 7. ( /. -ies) L an overhead structure support- 
ing a travelling crane or railway or road signals. 
> mcrory sHip, 2 a structure supporting a space rocket 
prior to launching 

gaol Bri/. var. of jai. 

gaoler Bri. var. of jaiver. 

gap 7. 1 an unfilled space or interval; a blank; 
a break in continuity. 2 a wide (usu. undesirable) 
divergence in views etc. (generation gap). 3 a gorge or 
pass. [from Old Norse, related to Gare] 0 gappy ad). 

gape e viz 1 a open one’s mouth wide, esp. in 
amazement or wonder. b be or become wide open. 
2 (foll. by at) gaze curiously or wondrously. 3 split. 
e 7. 1 an open-mouthed stare. 2 a rent or opening. 
[from Old Norse gapako gapingly adv. 

gap-toothed ad. having gaps between the teeth. 

garage e 7. 1 a building or shed for housing a 
motor vehicle or vehicles. 2 an establishment which 
sells petrol ete., or repairs and sells motor vehicles, 
or both, @ v.é, put or“keep (a motor vehicle) in a 
garage. [French, literally ‘sheltering’] 

garage sale n, esp. N’ Amer. a sale of miscellaneous 
household goods, usu. for charity, held in the 
garage of a private house. 

garam masala /eu- 
ram mi-sah-la/ n. > 
a spice mixture used 
in Indian cookery. 
[from Urdu garam 
masalah| 

garb e 7. I clothing, 
esp. of a distinctive 
kind. 2 the way a person 
is dressed. @ w/z (usu. in 
passwe or refl.) put (esp. 
distinctive) clothes on (a person). [from Italian garbo| 

garbage n. | refuse. 2 foul or rubbishy literature etc. 
3 a nonsense. b Computing incorrect or useless data 
(garbage in, garbage out). [from Anglo-French] 

garble «fr 1 unintentionally distort or confuse 
(messages etc.), 2 a mutilate in order to misrep- 
resent. b make (usu. unfair or malicious) selections 
from (statements etc.). [from Arabic garhala ‘to sift’ 
CO garbler n. 

Garda 1. | the state police force of the Irish Repub- 
lic. 2 (also garda) (pl. -dai /-dee/) a eee of 
this. [Irish Garda Siochana ‘Civic Guard’] 

garden e 7. 1 esp. Bri. a piece of ground, usu. 
adjoining a private house, used for growing flowers 
etc. and as a place of recreation. 2 (esp. in pl.) orna- 
mental grounds laid out for public enjoyment. 
3 (attb.) a (of plants) cultivated, not wild. b for use 
in a garden (garden seat). 4 (usu. in pl. prec. by a 
name) Bri. a street, square, etc. (Onslow Gardens), 
5 an especially fertile region. 6 Us a large public 
hall. @ ume, cultivate or work in a garden. [from 
Old French jurdin] 0 gardener n. gardening n. 


GARAM MASALA 


garden city 7. an industrial or other town laid 
out systematically with spacious surroundings, 
parks, etc. 
gardenia 7). » any 
tree or shrub of the 
genus Gardenia, with 
large white or yellow 
flowers and usu. 
a fragrant scent. 
[named after Dr A. 
Garden, Scots nat- 
uraiist, 1730-91] 
gardening leave 
Brit. euphem. suspen- 
sion of an employee 
on full pay, usu. to 
prevent his or her 
re-employment by 
a competitor before 
the contractual period of notice has been served. 
garden party 7. a social event held on a lawn or in 
a garden. 
garden suburb 7. By. a suburb laid out spaciously 
with open spaces, parks, etc. 
garfish 7. (p/. usu. same) l any mainly marine fish 
ot the family Belonidae, having long 
beaklike jaws. 2 US ¥ any similar 
freshwater fish of the genus Lepisos- 
teus. 3 NZ & Ausiral. either of 
two marine fish of the 
genus Hemiramphus. 


GARDENIA 
(Gardenia augusta ‘Veitchn’) 


garden centre 
! garden centre 7. an establishment where plants 
and garden equipment etc. are sold. 


GARFISH: GARPIKI, 
(Lepisosteus osseus) 


garganey’ /gar-ga-ni/ 7. (pl. -eys) a small duck, 
Anas querquedula, the drake of which has a white 
stripe from eye to neck. [from Italian dialect garganei] 
gargantuan ad. enormous, gigantic. [from the 
name of a giant in Rabelais’ book Gargantua (1534)| 
gargle ev. 1 ¢y (also absol.) wash (one’s mouth and 
throat) with a liquid kept in motion by breathing 
through it. 2 iz; make a sound as when domg 
this. @ 7. a liquid used for gargling. [based 
on French gargouille ‘throat’ | 
gargoyle 7. Pm a grotesque 
carved human or aninal 
face or figure projecting from 
the gutter of a building as a 
spout. > cHurcH. [from Old French 
gargoulle throat, gargoyle’ | 
garibaldi ». (p/.  gari- 
baldis) 1 Azst. a kind of 
loose blouse worn by 
women and chil- 
dren, 2 Bri. a bis- 
cuit containing a layer 
of currants. [named 
after G. Garibaldi, Ital- 
ian patriot, 1807-82 
garish /gair-ish/ ad). 
1 obtrusively bright; showy. 
2 gaudy; over-decorated. [loth-century 
coinage] 0 garishly adv. garishness 7. 
garland e 7. 1 a wreath of flowers, leaves, 
etc., worn on the head or hung as 
a decoration. 2 a prize or distinction. 
e «try 1 adorn with garlands. 2 crown 
with a garland. [from Old French garlande| 
garlic n. 1 < any of various 
alliums, esp. Adium sativum 
2 the strong-smelling 
pungent-iasting bulb 
of this plant, used as a 
flavouring in cookery 
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garlie bulb 


GARLIC 
(Allium sativum) 


GARGOYLE: REPLICA 
\ GOTHIG-STYLI 
GARGOYLE 


gaslight 

GAS FIELD natural oil rig 
Natural gas (largely methane) feng 
and oil are normally found impermeable 
together. Both derive from cap rock 
microscopic marine organisms 
buried in layers of sediment natural 
and broken down over millions gas site 
of years. Less dense than water, 
the two fuels may rise through ail site 
permeable rocks to collect 
beneath a stratum of cap rock, 
often in folds created by move- 
ments in the Earth’s crust. The layers of 
site of natural gas and oil can permeable 
thus be accurately predicted rach 
by studying rock formations. 

bedrock 


CROSS-SECTION SHOWING 
THE GEOLOGICAI 


FORMATION OF A GAS FIELD 


| garth n. Brit. an open space within cloisters. [from 
Old Norse garthr] 
gas e 7. (pl. gases or, esp. US, gasses) 1 any airlike 
substance which moves freely to fill any space avail- 
able, irrespective of its quantity. > marrer. 2 such 
a substance used as a domestic or industrial fuel 
(also attnb.: gas cooker). 3 nitrous oxide or another gas 
used as an anaesthetic (esp. in dentistry). 4 a 
gas or vapour used in warfare. 3 .V. Amer. 
collog. petrol. 6 slang pointless idle talk. 
7 slang an amusing thing or person. @ v. 
gases, gassed. gassing) I é expose 
to gas, esp. to kill or make unconscious. 
2 intr. give off gas. 3 t (usu. foll. by up) 
WN. Amer. collog, fill the tank of (a motor 
vehicle) with petrol. 4 imix. collog. talk idly 
or boasttully. [word invented by J. B. van 
Helmont, Belgian chemist, 1577-1644] 
0 gaseous ad). gaseousness /. 


[Old English, from gar ‘spear’ + léac ‘leek’] 0 gar- 
licky ad). 
garment n. 1 a an article of dress. b (in fi.) clothes. 
2 the outward and visible covering of anything. 
[from Old French garnement!] 
garner e w/7, 1 collect. 2 store, deposit. @ n. /tterary 
a storehouse or granary. {from Latin granarium 
‘granary | 
garnet 7. PB a vitreous silicate mineral, 
esp. a transparent deep red kind used 
as a gem. [from medieval Latin grana- 
tum ‘pomegranate’, from its resem- 
blance to the fruit’s pulp] 
garnish e 2/7 decorate or embellish 
(esp. food). @ n. (also garnishing) a 
decoration or embellishment, esp. to 
food. {earlier in sense ‘to equip or arm’: 
from Old French garni7] 
garniture 7. 1 decoration or trimmings, esp. of 
food. 2 accessories, appurtenances. [French, re- 
lated to Garnisn| 
garotte var. Of GARROTTE 
garret 7. 1 a top-floor or attic room, esp, a dismal 
one. 2 an attic. [from Old French gant 
‘watchtower | 
garrison e 7. I the troops 
stationed in a fortress etc. 
to defend it. 2 the building 
occupied by them. @ 7./r 1 pro- 
vide (a place) with or occupy as a 
garrison. 2 place on garrison duly. 
[based on Old French ganr ‘to de- 
fend, furnish’ ] 
garrotte (also garotte; US garrote) 
@ utr execute or kill by strangulation, 
esp. with a length of wire etc. @ 7. hast. 
1 a Spanish method of execution by 
garrotting. 2 the apparatus used for this 
{from French garrotter| 
garrulous adj. talkative, loquacious. 
[based on Latin garnre ‘to chatter’ 
Oo garrulity n. garrulously 
ad. garrulousness n. 


GARNET 


gasbag 7. 1 a container of gas for a balloon 
or airship. 2 s/ang an idle talker. 
gas chamber 7. an airtight chamber that can be 
filled with poisonous gas to kill people or animals. 
gas-cooled ad. (of a nuclear reactor etc.) cooled 
by a current of gas 
gas field 7. & an area yielding natural gas 
gas fire 7. a domestic fire using gas as its fuel. 
gas-fired adj. (of a power station etc.) using gas 
as its fuel. 
gash e n. 1 a long and deep slash, cut, or wound. 
2 aa cleft such as might be made by a slashing cut. 
b the act of making such a cut. @ :./; make a gash 
in. [from Old French garcer ‘to scarify’| 
gasholder n. a large receptacle for storing gas: 
a gasometer. 
gasify utr G& intr (-ies, -ied convert or he con- 
verted into gas. 0 gasification 7. 
gasket n. 1 a sheet or ring of rubber etc. shaped 
to seal the junction of metal surfaces. 2 . Vaut. 
a small cord securing a furled sail to a vard. a blow 
a gasket s/ang lose one’s temper. 
[perhaps from French gar 
cetle “thin rope | 
gaskin 2». the 
hinder part of 
a horse’s thigh. 
CD HORSI 
gaslight 1. 1 a 
jet of burning 
usu. heat- 
ing a mantle. 
to provide light. 
2 light emanat- 
ming from this 
0 gaslit ad) 


garter e 7. 1 a band worn to keep 
a sock or stocking up. 2 N. Amer a 
suspender for a sock or stocking. @ 7.4 fasten 

(a stocking) or encircle {a leg) with a garter. 
fbased on Old French garet ‘bend of the knee’ | 
garter snake 77.» any water snake of the genus 
Thamnophis, native to N. America, having 
lengthwise stripes. 
garter stitch 7. a plain knitting stitch 

or pattern, forming 
ridges in alternate 
rows. KNIT LING 


Gas 


GARTER SNAKE 
( Thamnophis sper ic 


gasman 


gasman 7. (//. -men) a man who 
installs or services gas appliances, 
or reads gas meters. 
gas mask 2. <a respirator usec 
as a defence against poison gas. 
gas meter 7. an apparatus re- 
cording the amount of gas 
consumed. 
gasohol 7. a 
mixture of pet- 


rubbe rol and cthyl 

hood alcohol used 
as fuel. 

Ss gasoline 7. 


(also gasolene, 

NV. Amer. petrol. 

gasometer n. a large 
tank in which gas is 
stored for distribution 
by pipes to users. 


s air filler 


gasp ev. 1 mi catch 
one’s breath with an 
open mouth as in ex- 
haustion or 
ment. 2 int. foll. by for) strain to obtain by gasping 
(gasped for air). 3 tr. (often foll. by out) utter with 
gasps. @ 7. a convulsive catching of breath. [from 
Old Norse geispa ‘to yawn} 


GAS MASK 
1.1990 


astonish 


gas-permeable adj. (esp. of a contact lens) allow- 
ing the diffusion of gases into and out of the 
cornea. 

gas ring 7. a hollow ring perforated with gas jets, 
used esp. for cooking. 

gas station 7. .\. dimer. a filling station. 

gassy adj. .\gassier, gassiest) 1 a of or like gas. 
b full of gas. 2 vallog. (of talk etc.) pointless, verbose. 
O gassiness 1. 

gastrectomy 1. | //. -ies) a surgical operation in 
which all or part of the stomach is removed. 

gastric adj. of the stomach. [based on Greck gaster 
‘stomach ‘| 

gastric flu 7. a popular name for an intestinal 
disorder of unknown cause. 

gastric juice 7. a thin clear virtually colourless acid 
fluid secreted by the stomach glands and active in 
promoung digestion. 

gastritis 7. inflammation of the lining of the 
stomach. 

gastroenteric adj. of or relating to the stomach 
and intestines. 


GASTROPOD 


All gastropods, whether marine or land- 
dwelling, move on a single flat, muscular 
foot and are equipped with tentacles 
andaradula a rasping, tongue-like 
organ. Marine gastropods respire 
through gills, while many freshwater 
and lancet gastropods have lungs. Most | 
are cased within a protective shell. I) 


h 
tentacles? 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER GASTROPODS 


GREAT 


v 
PENDS N NIE 


(Lymnaea 


sfagnaliys 
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gastroenteritis 7. inflammation of the stomach 
and intestines. 

gastroenterology 7. the branch of medicine 
which deals with disorders of the stomach and 
intestines. O gastroenterological ad). gastro- 
enterologist 7. 

gastrointestinal adj. of or relating to the stomach 
and the intestines. 

gastronome 7. a gourmet. 

gastronomy 2. the practice, study, or art of eating 
and drinking well. [from Greek gastronomia| 0 gas- 
tronomic ad). gastronomical adj. gastronom- 
ically adv. 

gastropod 1. W any mollusc of the class Gastro- 
poda, most often moving by means of a large 
muscular foot, e.g. a snail, slug, whelk, ete. [from 
French gastéropode| 

gastroscope 7. an optical instrument used for 
inspecting the interior of the stomach. 

gas turbine 7. a turbine driven by a flow of gas 
or by gas from combustion. 

gasworks 7. /. a place where gas is manufactured 
and processed. 

gate e 7. 1 a barrier, usu. hinged, used to close 
an opening made for entrance and exit through a 


wall. fence, etc. 2 such an opening. 3 a means of 


entrance or exit. 4 a numbered place of access to 
aircraft at an airport. 5 a an electrical signal that 
causes or controls the passage of other signals. b an 
electrical circuit with an output that depends on the 
combination of several inputs. 6 a device holding 
back water in a lock etc. 7 a the number of people 
entering by payment at the gates of a sports ground 
etc. b (in full gate money, the proceeds taken for 
achnission. 8 = strung Garr. @ uf 1 Brit. confine to 
college or school as a punishment. 2 (as gated adj.) 
(of a road) having a gate or gates to control the 
movement of traffic or animals. [Old English] 

-gate comb. form forming nouns denotung a scandal 
comparable in some way to the Watervate scandal 
of 1972 (frangate). 

gateau /gat-oh/ n. (f/. gateaus or gateaux 
/-tohz/) esp. Brit. a rich cake, usu. containing 
cream or fruit. [from French galeau “cake’| 

gatecrasher 7, an uninvited guest al a party etc. 
Oo gatecrash 0/7, G intr. 

gatefold 7. a page in a book or magazine etc. that 
folds out to be larger than the page-format. 

gatehouse ». 1 a house standing by a gateway, esp. 
to a large house or park. > Monastery. 2 fast. a roan 
over a city gate, often used as a prison. 
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gateleg n. (in full gateleg table) a table with fold- 
ing flaps supported by legs swung open like gates. 
a gatelegged ad). 

gate money see Gare”. 7b.» 

gatepost 7. a post on which a gate is hung or 
against which it shuts. 

gate valve 7. a valve in which a sliding part controls 
the extent of the aperture. 

gateway n. 1 an entrance with or opening for a 
gate. 2 a frame or structure built over a gate. 3 a 
means of access or entry (gateway to Scotland: gateway 
to success). 4 Computing a device used to connect two 
different networks. 

gather ev. 1 t& & ini bring or come together; 
assemble. 2 t& (usu. foll. by up) a bring together 
from scattered places or sources. b take up together 
from the ground etc. ¢ draw into a smaller 
compass. 3 é acquire by gradually collecting, 4 ws 
a pick a quantity of (flowers etc.). b collect (grain 
etc.) as a harvest. 5 ¢ (often foll. by that + clause) 
infer or understand. 6 #7: be subjected to or affected 
by the accumulation or increase of (unread books 
gathering dust; gather speed). 7 tr. (often foll. by up) 
summon up (one’s thoughts, energy, etc.) for a 
purpose. 8 f gain or recover (one’s breath). 
9 #, a draw (material, or one’s brow) together in 
folds or wrinkles. b pucker or draw together (fabric, 
a garment, etc.) by running a thread through. 
10 int: come to a head; develop a purulent swelling. 
@ 7. (in pi.) a part of a garment that is gathered or 
drawn in. 0 gather way (of a ship) begin to move. 
[Old English] 0 gatherer 7. 

gathering 7. 1 an assembly or meeting. 2 a puru- 
lent swelling. 3 a group of leaves taken together in 
bookbinding. 

gauche /gohsh/ adj. 1 lacking ease or grace; so- 
cially awkward. 2 tactless. [French, ‘left-handed. 
awkward’| 0 gauchely adv. gaucheness n. 

gaucherie /goh-shé-w/ 7. 1 gauche manners. 2 a 
gauche action. - 

gaucho /gow-choh/ n. (p/. -os) ¥ a cowboy from 
the S. American paimpas. [Latin American Spanish] 


. 
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gaud ». a gaudy thing; a showy ornament. 

gaudy’ adj. |gaudier, gaudiest) tastclessly showy; 
O gaudily adv. gaudiness n. 

gaudy~ n. (pl. -1es) Brit. an annual feast or enter- 
tainment, esp. a college dinner for old members 
ete. [from Latin gaudium ‘joy’ or gaude ‘rejoice!’ | 

gauge /vayj/ (U/S also gage: sce also sense 6) @ 
1 a standard measure, esp.: a the capacity of a 
barrel. b the fineness of a textile. ¢ the diameter 
of a bullet. d the thickness of sheet metal. 2 any 
of various measuring instruments. 3 the distance 
between rails or opposite wheels. 4 the capacity, 


Gaul 


gecko 


extent, or scope of something. 5 a means of esti- 
mating; a criterion or test. 6 (usu. gage) Naut. a 
relative position with respect to the wind. @ utr 
1 measure exactly (esp. objects of standard size). 
2 determine the capacity or content of. 3 estimate 
or form a judgement of (a person, situation, etc.). 
[from Old Northern French] 5 gauger 2. 
Gaul 7. a native or inhabitant of ancient Gaul. 
[from French Gaule, name of the country] 
gauleiter /gow-ly-ter/ 7. 1 fist. an official govern- 
ing a district under Nazi rule. 2 a local or petty 
tyrant. (German, from Gau ‘administrative district’ 
+ Leiter leader’) 
Gaulish e adj. of or relating to the ancient Gauls. 
e 7. the language of the ancient Gauls. 
gault 7x. Geol. 1 a series of clay and marl beds 
between the upper and lower greensand in south- 
ern England. 2 clay obtained from these beds. 
[16th-century coinage] 
gaunt adj. 1 lean, haggard. 2 grim or desolate in 
appearance. [Middle English] o gauntly adv. 
gauntness n. 
gauntlet’ 7. 
1 a stout glove 
with a long loose 
wrist. 2 fist. <4 an 
armoured glove, 
3 the part of the 
glove covering the 
wrist. [ ARMOUR. 
0 take up the 
gauntlet see 1K. 
throw down the 
gauntlet see THROW. 
[from Old French 
ganielet ‘little glove’ | 
gauntlet? 7, o run the gauntlet 1 receive harsh 
criticism. 2 pass between two rows of people and 
receive blows from them, as a punishment or 
ordeal. [earlier gantlope, from Swedish gata ‘lane’ + 
lopp ‘course’ | 
gauss /gowss/ 7. (fl. same or gausses) a 
unit of magnetic induction, equal to one ten- 
thousandth of a tesla. [named after K. Gauss, 
German mathematician,'1777 1855] 


GAUNTLETS FROM A 
16TH-CENTURY ITALIAN 
SUIT OF ARMOUR 


gauze 7. 1 a thin transparent fabric of 
silk, cotton, etc. 2 a fine mesh of 
wire etc. [from Freneh gaze| 
gauzy ad). (gauzier, gauzi- 
est) 1 like gauze; thin and 
translucent. 2 flimsy, deli- 
cate, O gauzily adv. 


gave past of Give. 

gavel 7. a small hammer used 
by an auctioneer, or for call- 
ing a meeting to order, [19th- 
century comage| 

gavotte n. 1 a French dance 
popular in the eighteenth 


GEARBOX 
a ; CUTAWAY VIEW OF 

The gearbox, or manual transmission, of a car applies the TIE 5-SHUEE MANU 

engine’s turning force (torque) to the wheels, and also allows GEARBOX OF A CAR 

the wheels to turn at a different rate to the engine. To engage 

the gears, clutch plates connecting the engine and gearbox are Sear 

clamped together by a spring, To disengage the gears, pressure knob 

on this spring is released by pressing down the clutch pedal. 
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gean /geen/ 7. 1 » the wild sweet 
cherry, Prunus avium. 2 the fruit 
of this. [from Old French guine| 
gear e 7. 1 (often in fi.) a 

set of toothed wheels that 
work together to transmit 

and control motion from 

an engine, esp. to the road 
wheels of a vehicle. > vt- 
RAILLEUR, GEARBOX. 2 a partic- 
ular function or state of adjust- 
ment of engaged gears (low 
gear; second gear). 3 a mechan- 
ism, apparatus, or tackle for a 
special purpose (winding gear; landing gear). 4 collog. 
clothing, esp. when modern or fashionable. @ v. 1 f 
(foll. by éo) adjust or adapt to suit a special purpose 
or need. 2 & (often foll. by up) equip with gears. 
3 tx (foll. by up) make ready or prepared. 4 intr. (foll. 
by wth) work smoothly with. 0 in gear with a gear 
engaged. out of gear 1 with no gear engaged. 
2 out of order. [from Old Norse gervz] 

gearbox #2. 1 the casing that encloses a set of gears. 
2 Aa set of gears with its casing, esp. In a motor 
vehicle. & CLUTCH, SYNCHROMESH 

gearing 7. 1 a set or arrangement of gears in 
a machine. 2 Finance the ratio of a company’s loan 


gazania n. any herbaceous plant of the genus Gaza- 
nia, with showy yellow or orange daisy-shaped 
flowers. [named after Theodore of Gaza, Greek 
scholar, 1398 1478] 
gaze e v.inti (foll. by at, into, on, upon, etc.) 
look fixedly. @ n. a fixed or imtent look. 
{Middle English] 9 gazer n. 
gazebo /2a-zee-boh/ x. (pl. -os or -oes) 
a summer house or turret designed to give 
a wide view. 


gazelle n. < any of various small 
graceful sofi-eyed antelopes of Asia 
or Africa, esp. of the genus Gazella. 
[French] 

gazette e 7. 1 a newspaper. 2 Bri/. an official 
journal containing public notices @ uf Brit. 
announce or publish in an official gazette. 
[originally in sense ‘news-sheet’: from Venet- 
ian gazeta de la novita ‘a halfpenny-worth 
of news’ | 


GEAN 
(Prunus avium) 


gazetteer /1. a geographical index or dictionary. 

[earlier in sense ‘journalist’, for whom such 
an index was provided: from Italian gazzethere| 
gazillion 7. N. Amer. collog. a very large number 
or quantity. [fanciful formation on the pattern 
of billion and millon| 


century. 2 a piece of music } \ nee cee gazpacho », (//. -os) a Spanish soup made capital (debt) to the value of its ordinary shares 
for this. [from Gavol, native of = 7, she 3 with tomatoes, peppers, cucumber, garlic, (equity). 
GAZELLE 


an Alpine region] 
Gawd 2. slang (esp. as int.) God. 
gawk e v.inir. collog. stare stupidly. @ 7. 
an awkward or bashful person. [from Old Norse ga 
‘to heed’| 0 gawkish ad). 
gawky adj. (gawkier, gawkiest) awkward or 
ungainly. o gawkily adv. gawkiness 7. 
gawp w.inir, Bit. collog. stare stupidly or obtrusively. 
from Middle English ga/pen ‘to yawn’| 0 gawper n. 
gay e adj. (gayer, gayest) I light-hearted and care- 
ree. 2 brightly coloured; showy (a gay scarf). 
3 collog. a homosexual. b intended for or used 
ry homosexuals (a gay bar). @ n. collog. a homosexual, 
esp. male. [from Old French gar] 0 gayness 7. 


m Usage The use of gay to mean ‘homosexual’ is 
avoured by homosexuals with reference to them- 
selves. It still has an informal feel to it but is now 
well established and in widespread general use. 


(Gazella thomsont) 


etc., and served cold. [Spanish] gear lever n. Brit. a lever used to engage or change 
gear, esp. in a motor vehicle. > GeARBON 


gear shift n. esp. Ni dimer. = Gear LEVER. 


gazump 1/7: (also absol.) Bri. collog. 1 (of a 
seller) raise the price of a property after 
accepting an offer from (a buyer). 2 swindle. [20th- 


gearstick 7. Brit. = GEAR LEVER. 
century coinage] 0 gazumper /, 


gearwheel 7. 1 a toothed wheel in a set of 


GB abby. Great Britain. e gears. & oxsrrvarory. 2 (mm a bicycle) the 

GBH abby. Brit. grievous bodily harm. cogwheel driven directly by the cham. > ricvers 

GC abbr. (in the UK) George Cross. £ GEC abbr. General Electric Company. 

GCE addr (m England, Wales, and Northern Fal gecko 7. ( /)/. -os or -oes) ¥ any of various mainly 
[rcland) General Certificate of Education. & nocturnal lizards found in warm chmates, with 

GCHQ abby, (in the UK) Government Communi- “aie. adhesive feet for climbing vertical surfaces. 
cations Headquarters. “Wed ~ - > u\rp. [from Malay 


gehoA)| 


GCSE abbr (in England, Wales, and Northern 
Ireland} General Certificate of “Secondary Edu- 
cation. 

Gd symb. Chem. the element gadolinium. GECKO: 

PORAY GECKO 


(Gekko gecko 


GDP «bdr. ross domestic product. 
Ge symb. Chem. the element germanium. 


gee 


gee! ini. (also gee whiz) NV. Amer collog. a mild 
expression of surprise, discovery, etc. 

gee? (often foll. by up) @ ini. a command to a horse 
etc. to go faster. @ u/r (geed, geeing) command 
(a horse etc.) to go faster. {1 7th-century coinage] 

gee-gee n. Brit. collog. a horse. [originally a child's 
word, from cet? ] 

geek 7. collog., chiefly NV. Amer 1 an unfashionable or 
socially inept person. 2 an obsessive enthusiast. 
[from the related English dialect word geck ‘fool’| 

geese //. of Goose. 

geezer 7. slang a person, esp. an old man. {dialect 
pronunciation of guzser ‘mummer’] 

Geiger counter /gy-ger/ n. ¥ a device for 
measuring radioactivity by detecting and count- 
ing ionizing particles. {named after H. Geiger, 
German physicist, 1882-1945] 
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, dial 
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geisha /gay-sha/ n. (p/. same or geishas) ,also 

geisha girl) 1 a Japanese hostess trained in enter- 
taining men with dance and song. 2 a Japanese 
prostitute. { Japanese, literally ‘entertainer | 


gele x. 1 asemi-solid colloidal suspension or jelly, of 


a solid dispersed in a liquid. 2 a jelly-like substance 
used for setting the hair. e vir (gelled, gelling 
1 forma gel. 2=jenn 7, 1b. 3 = jue v 2. 

gelada /jé-lah-da/ n. (p/. same or geladas) a 
brownish gregarious baboon, Theroprthecus gelada, 
with a bare red patch on its chest, native to 
Ethiopia. [from native name ¢d/lada| 

gelatin 7. (also gelatine) a virtually colourless 
tasteless transparent water-soluble protein derived 
from collagen and used in food, photography, etc. 
{from Ttalian gelatina| 

gelatinous a7. 1 of or like gelatin. 2 of a jelly-hke 
consistency. G gelatinize vir @ init (also -ise.. 
gelatinization 1. gelatinously adr. 

geld «x, castrate or spay. [based on Old Norse geld) 
‘barren | 

gelding 7. a gelded animal, esp. a male horse. 

gelid /jel-id/ ad. 1 icy. ice-cold. 2 chilly, cool. 
[from Latin gelzdus| 


gelignite n. a high explosive made with a gel of 


nitroglycerine and nitrocellulose. [hased on cti.siin 
+ Latin ignis ‘fire’ 

gelly ». Bri. slang gelignite. 

geme 7. 1m 2 precious or semi-precious 
stone, esp. when cut and pohshed or 
engraved, 2 an object or person of great 
beauty or worth. @ u/: (gemmed. gem- 
ming) adorn with or as with gems, [from 
Laun gemma ‘bud, jewel] o gemlike ad). 


Pollux 


geminate e ad. combined in pairs. @ z./7, 
1 double, repeat. 2 arrange in pairs 
[from Latin geninatus doubled’) 0 gem- 
ination 7. 

Gemini 1). 1 -{sfron. & a 
constellation (the Twins), said to rep- 
resent the twins Castor and Pollux. 
whose names are given to its two brightest stars. 
2 .Astrol. a the third sign of the zodiac, which the 
Sun enters about 21 May. & zovr. ba person born 


northern 


at lbs 
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generalization 
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genes 


GENE 


Genes, inherited from 
parents and previous fore- 
bears, determine the physical, 
intellectual, and emotional! 

' characteristics of a person. 
The genetic coding that 
governs such characteristics 

is transmitted via DNA. This 
is borne on chromosomes 
contamed within the nuclei of 
sperm and egg cells, which fuse 
together during fertilization. A 
new individual is thus created, 
possessing a blend of genetic 
information from each parent. 
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DCEMONSTRATION OF THE 
TRANSMISSION OF GENES FROM 
ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT 


when the Sun is in this sign. [Latin, literally ‘twins’ ] 
Oo Geminian 2. ©& adj. 

gemsbok /gemz-bok/ n. a large antelope, Orya 
gazella, of SW and E. Africa. {from Dutch, literally 
‘chamois | 

gemstone 7. a precious stone used as a gem. 

gemiuitlich /zé-moot-likh/ ad. 1 pleasant and 
comfortable. 2 genial, agreeable. [German] 

Gen. abbr. General. 

gen Brit. slang @ n. information. @ vir G intr 
.genned, genning) (foll. by up) provide with or 
obtain information. 

-gen comb. form Chem. that which produces (hydrogen: 
antigen). [from root of Greek gignesthai ‘to be born, 
become’ | 

genco 7. Bri. a power-generating company, esp. 
a private company selling electricity. [generating + | 
company | 

gendarme /zhon-darm/ 2. a soldier employed in 
specific public police duties in French-speaking 
countries. [French, from gens d’armes “men of arms’] 

gendarmerie /2hon-dar-mé-ri/ n. 1 a force of 
gendarmes. 2 the headquarters of such a force. 

gender 7. 1 a the grammatical classification of 
nouns and related words, roughly corresponding 
to the two sexes and sexlessness. b each of the 
classes of nouns (see MASCL LINE, FEMININE, NEUTLR 7. 1, 
COMMON adj. 6}. 2 esp. collog. or euphem. a= scx n. |. 
b = six n. 2 (often attrib: gender issues). ¢ = sux n. 3. 
[based on Latin genus ‘race, stock’ 

gender bender adj. a person or thing not conform- 
ing to sexual stereotypes. 

gendered adj. of or specific to the male or female sex. 

gene 7. A a unit of heredity composed of DNA 
or RNA in a chromosome etc., that determines 
a particular characteristic of an individual. > DNA. 
[from German Gen] 

genealogy ». (f/. -ies) 1 a line of descent 

traced continuously from an an- 
cestor. 2 the study 
and —investiga- 
tion of lines of 
descent. [based on 
Greek genea ‘race’| 
Oo genealogical adj. 
genealogist 7. 
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gene pool ». the stock of different genes in an inter- 
breeding population. 

genera p/. of Genus. 

general e ad. 1 completely or almost universal. 
2 prevalent, widespread, usual. 3 not parual, partic- 
ular, local, or sectional. 4 relating to whole classes 
or all cases, 5 including points common to the indi- 
viduals of a class and neglecting the differences (a 
general term). 6 not restricted or specialized (general 
knowledge). 7 a roughly corresponding or adequate. 
b sufficient for practical purposes. 8 not detailed (a 
general resemblance). 9 vague (spoke only in general terms). 
10 chief, head; having overall authority (general 
manager, Secretary General). @ n. 1 a an army officer 
ranking next below field marshal or above heu- 
tenant general. b a commander of an army. 2 US 
@ = IEUTENANY GENERAL, MAJOR GENERAL. b an officer of 
the army or air force ranking below field marshal. 
3 a strategist (a great general). 4 the head of a reli- 
gious order, e.g. of the Jesuits or the Salvation 
Army. O in general 1 as a normal rule; usually. 
2 for the most part. }from Latin generalis) 

General American 7. a form of US speech not 
markedly dialectal or regional, 

general anaesthetic 7. an anaesthetic that affects 
the whole body, usu. with loss of consciousness. 

General Assembly ». the highest ecclesiastical 
court of various national churches, esp. the Church 
of Scotland. 

General Certificate of Education 7. (in 
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland) an exam- 
ination set esp. for secondary-school pupils at 
advanced level and, formerly, at ordinary level. 

General Certificate of Secondary Education 
n. (in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland) an 
examination replacing and combining the GCE 
ordinary level and CSE examinations. 

general delivery n. NV. Amer. = poste resiante. 

general election 7. the national election of repre- 
sentatives to a legislature (esp. in the UK to the 
House of Commons). 

general headquarters 7. (treated as sing. or pi.) 
the headquarters of a military commander. 

generalissimo 1. (//. -os) the commander of a 
combined military force consisting of army, navy, 
and air force units. {Italian} 

generalist 7. a person competent in several differ- 
ent fields or activities (opp. sPrciaList). 

generality n. (//. -ies) 1 a statement or principle 
etc. having general validity or force. 2 applicability 
to a whole class of instances. 3 vagueness; lack of 
detail. 4 (foll. by of} the main body or majority. 

generalization 7. (also -isation) 1 a general notion 
or proposition obtained by inference from particu- 
lar cases, 2 the act or an instance of generalizing. 
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Some 50 minerals are commonly 

used as gems. Normally, the surface 

of a gem is cut into flat faces, known 
as facets. The lapidary who cuts the 
stone aims to display its best features, 
most notably its colour, clarity, and 
weight. However, some aspects may be 
compromised to preserve the weight — 
and thus the value — of the gem. 
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generalize 


generalize ¢. (also -ise) 1 intr, a speak in general or 
indefinite terms. b form gencral principles or 
notions. 2 ir reduce to a general statement, prin- 
ciple, or notion. 3 /: give a general character to. 
4 tr infer (a law or conclusion) by induction. 5 fr 
Math. & Philos. express in a general form; extend the 
application of. 6 ¢ bring into general use. 0 gener- 
alizability ». generalizer n. generalizable ad). 

generally adv. 1 usually; in most cases. 2 in a 
general sense; without regard to paruculars or 
exceptions (generally speaking\. 3 for the most part: 
extensively (nol generally known). 4 in most respects 
(they were generally well-behaved), 

general meeting 7. a meeting open to all the 
members of a society etc. 

General Nattonal Vocational Qualification 
n. (in the UK) a general qualification for students 
preparing for specific training or higher education, 
set at various levels and (at Intermediate and Ad- 
vanced levels) corresponcling in standard to GCSE 
and GCE A levels. 

general practitioner 7. a doctor working in the 
community and treating cases of all kinds in the 
first instance. O general practice 7. 

general-purpose aj. having a range of potential 
uses or functions. 

generalship ». 1 the art or practice of exercising 
military command. 2 military skill; strategy. 3 skil- 
ful management, tact, diplomacy. 

general staff 7. the staff assisting a military com- 
mander in planning and administration. 

general strike 7. a strike of workers in all 
most trades. 

General Synod 1. the highest governing body in 
the Church of England. 

general theory of relativity see reLyriviiy 2b. 

generate of. 1 bring into existence; produce, 
evolve. 2 produce (electricity). [based on Latin 
generatus begotten’) a generable ac. 

generation 7. I all the people born at a particular 
time, regarded collectively (my generation: the rising 
generation). 2 a single step in descent or pecligree 
thave known them for three generations’. 3 a stage in 
(esp. technological) development (fourth generation 
computers). 4 the average ac in which children are 
ready to take the place of their parents (usu. reck- 
oned at about 30 years). 5 production by natural o1 
artificial process, esp. the production of electricity 
or heat. 6 procreation. O generational ad). 

generation gap 7. differences of outlook or opin- 
ion hetween people of different generations. 

generative ad. 1 of or concerning procreation. 
2 able to produce. productive. 

generator 7. 1 a machine for converting mechan- 
ical into electrical energy. & HYDROLLLCTRIC, 
rower. 2 an apparatus for producing gas, steam, ete. 


NICOLE XR 


generic adj. 1 characteristic of or relaung to a class; 
gencral. 2 Biol. characteristic of or belonging to 
a genus. 3 (of goods, csp. a drug) having no brand 
name. [from French gencrique] 0 generically ad: 
generous ad. 1 giving or given freely. 

2 magnanimous, noble-minded, unpre- 
jucdiced. 3 ample. abundant, 
(@ generous portion). |from Latin generosus 
‘noble. magnanimous | O generos- 
ity 7”. generously ad. 

genesis 77. 1 the origin, or mode 
of formation or generation, of 
a thing, 2 (Genesis the firs! 
book of the Old Testament. 
[trom Greek] 

genet /jen-it/ 7 1m any cat- 
like mammal ol the genus 
Genetta, native to Africa and 
S. Europe, with spotted fur 
and a long mnged bushy 
tail. 2 the fur of the ecnet, 
|from Arabic jarnard | 

Ved. (he 


normal 


copious 


GENET: 


gene therapy / 
introduction ol 


COMMON GLNET 


Grenetla genetla) 


geochronology 


genes into cells in place of missing or defective 
ones in order to correct genetic disorders, 

genetic adj. 1 of genetics or genes; inherited. 2 of, 
in, or concerning origin; causal. {related to 
GENESIS] © genetically adv, 

genetically modified ad). (of an organ- 
ism) containing genctic material that has 
been artificially altered so as to 
produce a desired characteristic. 

genetic code 7. Biochem. the 
system of correspondence 
between triplets of bases in 
DNA and specific amino acids, 
by which a gene sequence em- 
bodies the instructions for syn- 
thesis of a specific protein. 


genetic engineering 7. the moditi- 
cation of the characters of an 
organism by the manipulation of 
the genetic material. 

genetic fingerprinting 7. (also 
genetic profiling) the analysis of characteristic 
patterns in DNA as a means of identifying individ- 
uals, 

genetics n. (usu. treated as sing) the study of hered- 
ity and the variation of inherited characteristics. 
O geneticist 7. 

genial adj. 1 jovial, sociable, kindly, cheerful. 2 (of 
the climate) mild and warm, [from Latin genialis] 
Qo geniality n. genially adc. 

-genic comb. form forming adjectives meaning: 
1 producing carcinogenic: pathogenic). 2 well suited 
to ( photogenic: radiogenic). 3 produced by. [based on 
GIN] GO -genically comb. form forming adverbs. 

genie 7. (p/. usu. genii /-ni-I/) a jinnce or spirit 
of Arabian folklore, esp. one capable of granting 
wishes. [from Latin gens] 

genii f/. of GuNtl., GLAts. 

genital e ad. of or relating to the reproductive 
organs. @ 7. (in 7 the external organ or organs of 
reproduction. & kerrovee rat ORGANS. [from Latin 
genitals| 

genitalia 7./)/. the genitals. 

genitive Gram. @ n. the case of nouns and pronouns 
jand words in grammatical agreement with them) 
inclicating possession or close association. @ adj. of 
or in the genitive. [from Latin genitirus} 

genito-urinary adj. of the 
organs. - RLVRODU GC TINT ORGANS, 

genius 7. I (//. geniuses) an cxc epuonal intellec- 

tual or creative power. 2 (p/. geniuses or genii 
/-ni-I/) a person having this, [Latin, based on 
gignere to beget} 

genoa 7. I (in full genoa jib) a large jib or foresail 
used esp. on racing yachts. 2 (in full Genoa cake) 
a rich fruit cake with almonds on top. [from Genoa. 
a city in Italy] 

genocide 7. the mass extermination of human 
beings, esp. of a particular race or nation. [based 

on Greek genoy ‘race’| 0 geno- 

cidal «dj. 

genome /jeen-ohin/ x. 1 the 

haploid set of chromosomes of 

an organism. 2 the genetic 
material of = an or- 
ganism. [blend of cinr and 
CHROMOSOM! | 
genotype 7. Bil. the 
genetic consutuuon ol 
an inclividual, [from Ger- 
man] O genotypic ad). 
genre /-2halinr/ n. 1a kind 
or style, esp. of art or litera- 

ture Romantic. drama. 
satire). 2 in full genre painting) 
the painting of scenes from ordinary 
life. [French] 

gent 7. co/log. 1 a gentleman. 2 (the Gents) 
Brit. a men’s public lavatory. 

genteel ad. I aticctedly or ostentatious! 
refined or stylish. 2 often von. of or appropriate 
to the upper classes. [earlier gentile, reacloption 
French genti/ gentle’] 0 genteelly ade. 


genital and urimary 
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GENTIAN: SPRING 
GENTLAN (Genfiana verna) 


genteelism 7. a word used because it is thought 
to be less vulgar than the commoner word (e.g. 
perspare for sweat). 

gentian /jen-shan/ n. < any plant of ip 
genus Gentiana or Gentianella, found esp. 

mountamous regions, and usu. 

having violet or vivid blue 
trumpet-shaped flowers. [from 

Latin gentiana, named afier 

Gents, king of Illyria] 

gentian violet 7. a violet dyc 
used as an antiseptic, esp. in the 

treatment of burns. 

gentile e adj. | (Gentile) a not Jewish. 
b (of a person) not belonging to one’s 
religious community. 2 of or relating 
to a nation or tribe. e 7. (Gentile) 
a person who is not Jewish. [based on 
Latin gens gentis ‘family’ | 
gentility ». I social superiority. 
2 good manners; habits associated 
with the nobility. [related to Genie] 

gentle adj. (gentler, gentlest) 1 mild or kind in 
temperament. 2 a moderate; not harsh (a gentle 
rebuke; a gentle breeze). b gradual (gentle progression; 
gentle slope). 3 archaic noble (of gentle birth). 4 quiet; 
requiring patience (genile ar). [from Latin gentilis, 
based on gens ‘family | o gentleness 7. gently adv. 

gentlefolk 1.p/. lilerary people of good family. 

gentleman 7. (//. -men) 1 a man (in polite or 
formal use). 2 a chivalrous, courteous, or well- 
educated man. 3 a man of good social position or 
of wealth and leisure (country gentleman). 4 a man of 
noble birth attached to a royal household (gentleman 
in watling). 3 (in pl. as a form of address) a male 
audience or the male part of an audience. {trans- 
lating Old French geniilz hom| 

gentlemanly adj. like or befitting a gentleman. 

gentlemanliness /. 

gentleman’s agreement 7. (also gentlemen’s 
agreement} one which is binding in honour but 
not legally enforceable. 

gentlewoman 1. (//, -women) archaic a woman 
of good birth or breeding. 

gentoo 7. a penguin, Pygoscelis papua, esp. abundant 
in the Falkland Islands. 

gentrify «/7. (-ies, -ied) convert (a working-class or 
inner-city district etc.) into an area of middle-class 
residence. 0 gentrification 7. gentrifier /. 

gentry 7./. the class of people next below the 
nobility in position and birth. 

genuflect win bend the knee, esp. In worship 
or as a sign of respect. [from ecclesiastical Latin 
genuflectere| 0 genuflection n. (also genuflexion). 
genuflector 7. 

genuine adj. I really coming from its stated, adver- 
ised, or reputed source. 2 properly so called; 
not sham. 3 > pure-bred. [based on Latin genu 
‘knee’, with reference to a father’s acknowledging 
a newborn child by placing it on his knee] o genu- 
inely adv. genuineness ». 

genus 71. (/. genera) ) 1 Biol. a taxonomic grouping 
of organisms having common characteristics dis- 
tinct [rom those of other genera, usu. containing 
several or many species and being one of a series 
consututing a taxononue family. 2 a kind or class 
having common characteristics. [Latin, literall¥y 
‘race. stock, kind’] 

geo- com), form earth. [from Greek] 

geocentric adj. 1 considered as viewed from the 
centre of the Earth. 2 having or representing the 
Earth as the centre; not heliocentric. 0 geocentric- 
ally adr. 

geochemistry 7. the chemistry of the Earth and 
its rocks, minerals, etc. 0 geochemical adj. geo- 
chemist ». 

geochronology ». 1 the study and measurement 
of geological time by means of geological events. 
2 the ordering of geological events. 0 geochron- 
ological adj. geochronologist . 
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GEODE FORMED WITHIN AGATI 
(BANDED CHALCEDONY) 


geode 7. 1 A a small cavity lined with crystals or 
other mineral matter. 2 a rock containing such a 
cavity. [from Greek geades ‘earthy’] 0 geodic adj. 
geodesic adj. 1 of or relating to geodesy. 

Cf. cxoveric. 2 designating, or 
designed according to, con- 
structional principles based on 
spheres and geodesic lines. 
geodesic dome 7. » a dome 
constructed of short struts 
along geodesic lines. 
geodesic line 7. the shortest 
possible hne between two 
points on a curved surface. 
geodesy 7. the branch of 
mathematics dealing with 
the shape and area of the 
Earth. o geodesist 7. 
geodetic adj. of or relating to geo- 
desy, esp. as applied to land surveying. 
geography 7. 1 the study of the Earth’s physical 
features, climate, population, etc. 2 the main phys- 
ical features of an area. 3 the layout or ar- 
rangement of rooms in a building. [from Greek 
geographia| Q geographer n. geographic ad). 
geology 7. 1 the science of the Earth, 

including the composition, structure, 

and origin of its rocks. > ROGK CYCLIL. 

planet or celestial body. 3 the | 
geological features of a district. 

O geologic ad. geological ad. 

geomagnetic adj. of or relating 

to the magnetic properties of 

the Earth. 0 geomagnetism 7. 


Ct 


geographical ad. geographically adv 
2 this science applied to any other 
geologically adv. geologist 7. 

% 


geometric adj. (also geomet- 
rical) 1 of, according to, or 
like geometry. 2 (of a design, 
architectural feature. etc. 
characterized by or decor- ne i 
ated with regular lines and 
shapes. O geometrically ad. 

geometrical series 1. a series 
in geometrical progression, 

geometric mean /. the central GERANIUM: 
number in a geometric progres- 
sion. also calculable as the nth 
root of a product of n numbers 
(as 9 from 3 and 27). 

geometric progression /. a progression of num- 
bers with a constant ratio between each number 
and the one before (as 1, 3, 9, 27, 81). 

geometry 7. 1 the branch of mathematics con- 
cerned with the properties and relations of points, 
lines, surfaces, and solids. 2 the relative arrange- 
ment of objects or parts. 0 geometrician », 

geomorphology 7. the study of the physical fea- 
tures of the surface of the Earth and their relation 
to its geological structures. 0 geomorphological 
ad). geomorphologist 7. 

geophysics n. the physics of the Earth. 0 geo- 
physical adj. geophysicist n. 

geopolitics 7. 1 the politics of a country as deter- 
mined by its geographical features. 2 the study of 
this. G geopolitical ad. geopolitically ade. geo- 
politician », 

Geordie Brit. collog. e n. 1 a native of Tyneside. 
2 the dialect spoken on Tyneside. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to Tyneside, its people, or its dialect. [from the 
name George] 
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George Cross 1. (also George Medal) (in the 
UK) each of two (different) decorations for bravery 
awarded esp. to civilians, instituted in 1940 by 
King George VI. 

georgette 7. a thin silk or crépe dress material. 
{named (c.1900) after Georgette de la Plante, French 
dressmaker] 

Georgian! adj. 1 of or characteristic of the time 
of Kings George I-IV (1714-1830), esp. of archi- 
tecture of this period. 2 of or characteristic of the 


time of Kings George V and VI (1910-52), esp. of 


the hterature of 1910 20. 
Georgian’ e ad). of or relating to Geor- 
gia, a country of SE Europe. e 7. 


Georgian descent. 2 the language 
of Georgia. 
Georgian’ e adj. of or relating 
to Georgia in the US. @ 7. a 
native of Georgia. 
geoscience 7. Earth sciences, 
esp. geology. 0 geoscientist 7. 
geosphere 7. 1 the solid 
surface of the Earth. > Earru. 
2 any of the almost spherical 
concentric regions of the Earth 
and its atmosphere. 
geostationary adj. ® (of an arti- 
ficial satellite of the Earth) moving in such an orbit 
as to remain above the same point on the Earth's 
surface (cf. GbhosyNCHRONOUS). 


geosynchronous adj. (of an artificial satellite of 


the Earth) moving in an orbit equal to the Earth’s 
period of rotation (cf. GeostaTionary). 
geothermal aq. relating to, originating from, or 
produced by the internal heat of the Earth. 
geranium 7. | < any herbaceous plant or shrub 
of the genus Geranium bearing fruit shaped 
like the bill of a crane, e.g. cranesbill. 
2 (in general use) a cultivated pelar- 
gonium. [from Greek geranion| 


gerbera 7. any plant of the genus 
Gerbera (daisy family) of Africa or 
Asia. [named after T. Gerber, 18th- 
century German naturalist] 
gerbil >» a mouselike desert 
rodent of the subfamily Gerbil- 
linac, esp. .VWeriones unguiculatis, 
kept as a pet. [from modern 
Latin gerbillus ‘little yerboa | 
geriatric e cj. 1 of or relating to 
old people. 2 collog. old, outdated. @ n. an 
old person, esp. one receiving special 
care. [based on Greek géras “old age’ + 


nities “doctor | 


a Usage Geriatric may cause offence when 
used in sense 2 of the adjective 


geriatrics 17.p/. (treated as sing.) a branch of mecli- 
cine or social science dealing with the health and 
care of old people. 0 geriatrician n. 

germ 7. 1 a micro-organism, esp. one which causes 
disease. 2 a a portion of an organism capable of 
developing into a new one; the rudiment of an 
animal or plant. b an embryo of a seed (wehealgerm) 
3 an original idea etc. from which something may 
develop; an elementary principle. [from Latin 
germen “sprout’] O in germ not yet developed. 
Oo germy ad). 

German e ». I a native or national of Ger- 
many; a person of German descent. 2 the 
language of Germany, also used in Austria and 
Switzerland. @ adj. of or relating to Germany 01 
its people or language. [from Lan Germanus, with 
reference to related peoples of central and north- 
ern Europe, a name perhaps given by Celts to thei 
neighbours] 

german adj. (placed after brother, sister, or cousin 

1 having both parents the same (brother german 

2 having both grandparents the same on one side 


1 a native of Georgia; a person of 


GERBIL: PALLID GLRBII 
Aleriones unguiculalus 


germ cell 


GEOSTATIONARY 

A satellite placed 35.880 kim 22.296 miles 
above the equator takes 24 hours to travel 
its orbit - the time it takes the Earth to spin 
on its axis — and so seems to hover over 
the Earth’s surface. Three evenly spaced 
satellites can thus view the entire globe. 
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satellite 


aa, 
; 
J 
Pry) Es \ / ; 
MewIng — WIT __ orbit of 
range of ao — satellites 
satellite 7 


VILWING RANGE OF SATELLITES IN 
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(cousin german). 3 archaic germane. [from Latin 
germanus “of the same parents | 

germane ad). (usu. foll. by fo) relevant (to a subject 
under consideration). [variant of German] O ger- 
manely ad. germaneness /. 

Germanic e adj. 1 having German characteris- 
tics. 2 hat. of the Germans. 3 of the Scandinavians, 
Anglo-Saxons, or Germans. 4 of the languages or 
language group called Germanic. @ x. 1 the branch 

of Indo-European lan- 
guages including English, 

f German, Dutch. and the 

Scandinavian languages. 2 the lan- 

' guage of early Germanic peoples. 
Germanist 77. an expert in or student of 

the language, literature, and civilization 

of Germany, or Germanic languages. 


~~ 


germanium 7), Chem. a lustrous brittle 
semi-metallic element occurring natur- 
ally in sulphide ores and used in semi- 
conductors. [based on Latin Germanus 
‘German’ | 
Germanize ?:/7, G wifr (also -ise; make or hecome 
German; adopt or cause to adopt German customs 
etc. 0 Germanization 7. Germanizer 7. 
German measles 1.//, (also treated 
as wg.) a contagious disease, rubella. 
with symptoms hike mild measles. 
German shepherd 7. (also Ger- 
man shepherd dog; W an 
Alsatian. 


GERMAN SHEPHERD 


German silver 7. a white alloy of nickel. zinc 
and copper 

germ cell 1. 1 a cell containing half the number 
of chromosomes of a somatic cell and able to unite 
with one from the opposite sex to form a new 
individual; a gamete. 2 any embryonic cell with 


the potential of developing into a gamete 


germicide 


— 


GERMINATE 


A germinating seed absorbs water 
and swells. Food stored in the coty- 
ledons (seed-leaves) or endosperm 
allows the embryo to grow. In hypo- 
geal germination, cotyledons remait 
below ground as the shoot develops. 
In epigeal germination 

(right), cotyledons are 

borne above the soil on a 

stem. As the cotyledons 

turn green, they begin to 

produce food through 
photosynthesis, withering 

as the true leaves unfurl. 


GLRMINATING 
SEEDLING 


germicide 7. a substance destroying ge 
those causing disease. 0 germicidal ad). 


germinal ad. 1 relating to or of the nature of 
a germ) or germs (see vir 1). 2 in the earliest stage 


of development. 3 productive of new idez 


on Latin germen germin “sprout | 0 germinally ad. 


germinate 7. 1 a ini A sprout, bud, or 


shoots. b /y cause to sprout or shoot. 2 a tr cause 
‘ideas etc.) to originate or develop. b im: come into 


existence. G germination //, 
germ warfare n. the systematic spre 


micro-organisms to cause disease in an .enemy 


population. 


gerontocracy 7. 1 government by old people. 


2 a state or society so governed. [based « 
geron -ontos “old man’| o gerontocrat 2, 


gerontology 7. the scientific study of old age, the 


process of ageing, and the special probler 


people. o gerontological aij. gerontologist n. 
gerrymander ¢:/7. (also Br/. jerrymander) 1 ma- 
nipulate the boundaries of (a constituency etc.) so 
as to give undue influence to some party or class. 
2 manipulate {a situation etc.) to gain advantage. 
[from the name of Governor Gerry of Massachu- 
setts + salamander, referring to the redrawn shape 
of a political district (1612)] O gerrymanderer n. 
gerund x. (ram. a form of a verb functioning 


as a noun, originally in Latin ending 
(dechnahle), 
distinctly as a part of a verb (e.g. do 


in Enghsh ending in -mg and used 


get 


EPIGEAL GERMINATION 
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withering 
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GERMINATION 


SEEDLING 
30) DAYS AFTER 
GERMINATION 


gesticulate 7. 1 int: use gestures instead of or in 
addition to speech. 2 / express with gestures. [from 
| Latin gesticular'| O gesticulation n. gesticulative 
ad). gesticulatory ad). 
gesture @ 7. 1 a movement of a limb or the body as 
an expression of thought or feeling. 2 the use of 
such movements, esp. as a rhetorical device. 3 an 
action to evoke a response or convey intention, usu. 
friendly (goodwill gesture). @ utr. & int, gesticulate. 
[from medieval Latin ges/ura| 0 gestural ad}. 
get 7. (getting; /as/ got or archaw gat; pas! part. got 
or .\. Amer. (and in comb.) gotten) 1 fr come into the 
possession of receive or earn (get a job, got £200 
a week), 2 ti: fetch, obtain, procure, purchase (gel my 
book for me; got a new car). 3 tr, go to reach or catch 
(a bus, train, ete.). 4 ¢: prepare (a meal etc.). 5 inir. 
& fr reach or cause to reach a certain state or 
condition; become or cause to become (get rich; gel 
ones feet wet; get to be famous; got them ready; gol him into 
trouble). 6 tr. obtain as a result of calculation. 
7 t. contract (a disease etc.). 8 # establish or be in 
communication with via telephone or radio; re- 
ceive (a radio signal). 9 tr experience or suffer; have 
inflicted on one; receive as one’s lot or penalty (gof 
Jour years in prison). 10 a tr succecd in bringing, plac- 
ing, etc. (cannol gel the key into the lock, flatlery will get 
you nowhere). b intr. S tr, succeed or cause to succeed 
in coming or going (cll get you there somehow’, gol 
absalutely nowhere). 11 tr (prec. by have) a possess (have 
nol gol a penny), b foll. by to + infin.) be bound or 


rms, esp. 


as. [based 


put forth 


ading of 


mn Greek 


ms of old 


in -ndurn 


vou mind 


my asking you?). [from Late Latin gerundum ‘that 


which is to be carried out’| 


gesso /jes-oh/ 1. | pl. 
-oes) <4 gypsum as 
used in painting or 
sculpture. [from Latin 


gypsum 


gestalt n. Pyvhol. an 
organized whole that 


is perceived 
than the su 


parts. [German, lit- 


e erally “form 


O gestaltism 1. ge- 


GESSO:? DESIGN 
DRAWN INTO GESSO) 


staltist n. 
gestalt psych 
a system maintai 
perceptions, reactions, etc. are gestalts. 
Gestapo 1. the German secret police un 


rule. (German, from Geheime Sfaatspolizei| 
gestate ¢./, 1 carry (a foctus: in gestation. 2 develop 


fan idea cte.). 
gestation 7. Lap the process of carrying 


carried in the womb beaveen concepuion and 
birth. b this period. 2 the private development ol — | 


a plan, idea, ete. [from Latin gestatio| 


| GESTATION 
Length of gestation bears some 
relation to the adult size of 
an animal. While human 
gestation lasts +0 weeks, an 
elephant’s gestation period 
is 22 months. Human 
gestation is divided into 
trimesters. By the end 

| of the first trimester, the 
body systems, organs, 
nerves. ancl muscles 
of the foetus are well 
developed. During the 
second trimester, the 
foetus grows hair, sucks 
its thumb, and coughs. 
In the third trimester, 
most babies he head 

| down, awaiting birth. 


as more 
m of its 


, shape’} 
ology 2. 
ning that 


der Nazi 


or being 


obliged (have got to see you). 12 tr. (fol. by fo + infin.) 
induce; prevail upon (got them to help me). 13 tr. collog. 
understand (a person or an argument) (have you gol 
that?; do you get me?). 14 tr. collog. inflict punishment 
or retribution on, esp. in retaliation (/’// get you for 
that). 15 #r. collog. a annoy. b move; affect emotion- 
ally. ¢ attract, obsess. d amuse. 16 ir (foll. by fo + 
infin.) develop an inclination as specified (am getting 
lo like it). 17 intr. (foll. by pres. part.) begin (get going). 
18 ¢ (esp. in past or perfect) catch in an argument, 
corner, puzzle. 19 ¢ establish (an idea etc.) in one’s 
mind. o be getting on for be approaching (a spe- 
cified time, age, etc.). get about (or around) 
1 travel extensively or fast; go from place to place. 
2 manage to walk, move about, etc., esp. after 
illness. 3 (of news) be circulated, esp. orally. get 
across 1 manage to communicate (an idea etc.). 
2 (of an idea ete.) be communicated successfully. 
3 Brit. collog. annoy, irritate. get along (or on) 
1 (foll. by together, with) live harmoniously, accord. 
2 Bnit. collog. a (as imper.) be off! b (as int.) nonsense! 
(expressing scepticism). get at 1 reach; get hold of. 
2 collog. imply (what are you getting at?). 3 collog. nag, 
criticize, bully. get away 1 escape. 2 (foll. by wth) 
escape blame or punishment for. get back 1 move 
back or away. 2 return, arrive home. 3 recover 
(something lost). 4 (usu. foll. by 0) contact later (17U/ 
get back to you). get back at collog. retaliate against. 
get by collog. 1 just manage, even with difficulty. 
2 be acceptable. get down I alight, descend (from 
a vehicle, ladder, etc.). 2 record in writing. get 
a person down depress or deject him or her. get 
down to begin working on or discussing; turn 
one’s attention seriously to. get even (often foll. 
by wh) achieve revenge; act in retaliation. get 
hold of 1 grasp (physically). 2 make contact with 
(a person). 3 acquire. get in 1 enter; gain entrance. 
2 arrive. 3 be elected. get into become interested 
or involved in. get it »/ang be punished or in trouble. 
get it into one’s head (foll. by tha/ + clause) firmly 
believe or maintains realize. get off 1 collog. be 
acquitted; escape with little or no punishment. 
2 start. 3 ahght; alight from (a bus etc.). 4 go, or 
cause to go, to sleep. 5 (foll. by wth, together) Brit. 
collog. form an amorous or sexual relationship, esp. 
abruptly or quickly. get a person off collog. cause 
a person to be acquitted. get on 1 make progress; 
manage. 2 enter (a bus etc.). 3 esp. Brit. = get along 1. 
get on to vollog. 1 make contact with. 2 under- 
stand; become aware of. get out 1 leave or escape. 
2 manage to go outdoors. 3 alight from a vehicle. 
4 become known. 5 succeed in uttering, publishing, 
etc. 6 Brit. solve or finish (a puzzle etc.). get out of 
1 avoid or escape (a duty ete.). 2 abandon (a habit) 
gradually. get over 1 recover from {an illness, 


STAGES OF HUMAN GESTATION 


getaway 


upset, etc.). 2 overcome (a difficulty). 3 manage to 
communicate (an idea etc.). get a thing over (or 
over with) complete (a tedious task) promptly. get 
one’s own back Brit. collog. have one’s revenge. 
get rid of sce xiv. get round (US around) 1 suc- 
cessfully coax or cajole (a person) esp. to secure a 
favour. 2 evade (a law etc.). get round to deal with 
(a task etc.) in due course. get somewhere make 
progress, be initially successful. get there collog. 
1 succeed. 2 understand what is meant. get 
through 1 pass or assist in passing (an examina- 
tion, an ordeal, etc.). 2 finish or use up (esp. re- 
sources). 3 (often foll. by fo) make contact by tele- 
phone. 4 (foll. by to) succeed in making (a person) 
listen or understand. get to I reach. 2 = get down to. 
get together gather, assemble. get up 1 rise or 
cause to rise from sitting etc., or from bed after 
sleeping or an illness. 2 ascend or mount, e.g, on 
horseback. 3 (of fire, wind, or the sea) begin to 
be strong or agitated. 4 prepare or organize. 
9 enhance or refine one’s knowledge of (a subject). 
6 produce or stimulate (get up steam; get up speed). 
7 (often refi.) dress or arrange elaborately; make 
presentable; arrange the appearance of. 8 (foll. by 
to) Bnt. collog. indulge or be involved in (always getting 
up to mischtef). get-up-and-go collog. energy, enthu- 
siasm. get the wind up see winv!. [from Old 
Norse geta ‘to obtain, beget, guess’] 0 gettable ad). 
getter 7. 

getaway 7. an escape, esp. after committing a crime, 

get-out 7. Bri. a means of avoiding something. 

get-together 7. col/og. a social gathering. 

get-up n. collog. a style or arrangement of dress etc., 
esp. an elaborate one. 

gewgaw 7. a gaudy plaything or 
a bauble. [Middle English] 

geyser /g’ee-zer/ n. 1 ¥ an intermittently gushing 
hot spring that throws up a tall column of water. 
2 Bnt. an apparatus for heating water. [from 
Icelandic Geysir, name of a particular spring] 

Ghanaian /gah-nay-an/ e adj. 0! or relating to 
Ghanavin W. Africa. @ 7. a native or national of 
Ghana; a person of Ghanaian descent. 

ghastly adj. (ghastlier, ghastliest) 1 horrible. 
frightful. 2 collog. objectionable, unpleasant. 
3 deathlike, pallid. [Middle English, based on obso- 
lete gast ‘to termfy’] o ghastlily adv. ghastliness 1. 

ghat /gaht/ n. in India: 1 steps leading down to 
a river. 2 a landing place. [Hindi] 

ghee nz. Indian clarified butter esp. from the milk of 
a buffalo or cow. [from Sanskrit ghnia- ‘sprinkled’] 

gherkin 7. a small variety of cucumber, or a young 
green cucumber, used for pickling. [from medieval 
Greck aggourion| 


| GEYSER 


A geyser field occurs in a geo- 
thermal area, where trapped 
water is heated by energy 
within subterranean volcanic 
rocks. The eruption cycle 
begins as water seeps into 
caverns corroded into the 
rock. Intense heat causes the 
water in each chamber to 
boil and vaporize. Rising 
pressure then forces over- 
lying water upwards through 

| vents to the eye of the geyser, 
followed by steam. As pressure 
drops, the eruption dies, recom- 
mencing as the chambers refill. 


ornament, 


sinter / 
terrace 


steam 
chamber 


SECTION THROUGH 
\ GEYSLR 


gigot 


ghetto 7. (fi. -os or -oes) 1 a 
part of a city, esp. a slum area, 
occupied by a minority group or 
groups. 2 hist. the Jewish quarter 
in a city. 3 a segregated group or area. 
0 ghettoize u,/ (also ghettoise). 

ghetto blaster n. s/ang a large portable 
radio and cassette player, esp. one 
used to play loud pop music. 

ghillie var. of citur. 

ghost e 7. 1 a supposed apparition of 
a dead person or animal; a disem- 
bodied spirit. 2 a mere semblance 
(not a ghost of a chance). 3 a secondary 
image produced by defective tele- 
vision reception or by a telescope. 
@ v. 1 mtr. (often foll. by for) act as 
ghost writer. 2 tr act as ghost writer 
of (a work). [Old English] 5 ghost- 
like adj. 

ghostbuster 2. collog. a person who 
professes to banish ghosts, polter- 
geists, etc. 


criminal’s 


skull 


ghosting n. the appearance of a 
‘ghost’ (see GHos! 7. 3) in a television 
picture. 

ghostly adj. \ghostlier, ghostliest) 
like a ghost. o ghostliness n. 

ghost town 7. a deserted town with 
few or no remaining inhabitants. 

ghost train 7. (at a funfair) an open- 
topped miniature railway in which the rider 
experiences ghoulish sights, sounds, etc. 


ghost writer 7, a person who writes on behalf 


of the credited author of a work. a ghost-write 
vir & intr 

ghoul /goo!l/ n, 1 a person morbidly interested in 
death ete. 2 an evil spirit or phantom. 3 a spirit in 
Arabic folklore preying on travellers. {from Arabic 
gul, & protean desert demon] o ghoulish adj. 
ghoulishly ad:. ghoulishness n. 

GHQ abbr. General Headquarters, 

ghyll Brit. var. of cn. 

GI e n. (pl. Gis) a private soldier in the US Army. 
e@ adj. of or for US servicemen. > 
[abbreviation of government (or general ) issue] 

giant e1. 1 | fem. giantess) an imaginary or myth- 
ical being of human form but superhuman size. 
2 an abnormally tall or large person, animal, o1 
plant. 3 a person of exceptional ability, integrity, 
courage, etc. 4a very large, bright star. @ attrib.ad). 
I gigantic; monstrous. 2 of a very large kind. [from 

Greek gigas gigant | 0 giantism 
n, giant-like ad). 


INFANT RYMAN, 


— geyse 

erate) 
eve of 
geyse) 


—~ nozzle 


~ mineral 
depos its 


\ hol-watei 
mineral 
spring 


water and steam 
percolate through 
vents in rock 


GIBBET: 181H- 
CENTURY 
GIBBET CAGE 


giant-killer 7. a person who defeats a seemingly 
much more powerful opponent. 
giant sequoia sce siquoia. 
gibber @ wintz, speak fast and inarticulately; 
chatter incoherently. @ 7. such speech or sound. 
gibberish 7. unintelligible or meaningless 
speech; nonsense. 
gibbet z. his/. 1 a gallows. 2 <an upright post 
with an arm on which the bodies of executed 
criminals were left hanging in chains, irons, 
or an iron cage as a warning or deterrent to 
others. [from Old French gebet] 
gibbon 7. any small ape of the genus 
Hylobates, native to SE Asia. [French, from 
a native name| 
gibbous /gib-iis/ adj. 1 convex or protu- 
berant. 2 (of a moon or planet) having the 
bright part greater than a semicircle and 
less than a circle. & Lunar MonTH, [based 
on Late Latin gibbus ‘hump’] 
gibe (also jibe) e w.znix (often foll. by at) 
jeer, mock. @ n. an instance of gibing; 
a taunt. 0 giber 7. 
giblets 7.p/. the liver, gizzard, neck, etc. 
of a bird, usu. removed and cooked sep- 
arately. [from Old French gzbelet ‘game stew’ | 
giddy e ad). (giddier, giddiest) 1 having 
a sensation of whirling and a tendency to 
fall, stagger, or spin round. 2 a overexcited. 
b excitable, frivolous. 3 tending to make 
one giddy. @ uf G intr, (-ies, -ied) make or 
become giddy. [Old English gdig ‘insane’, literally 
‘possessed by a god’] 0 giddily adv. giddiness n. 
giddy-up e ini. commanding a horse to go or go 
laster. @ utr urge to go or go faster. 
gift e 7. 1 a thing given; a present. 2 a natural abil- 
ity or talent. 3 the power to give (i his gift). 4 the act 
or an instance of giving. 5 collog. an easy task. @ v. fr. 
bestow as a gift. O look a gift-horse in the 
mouth (usu. veg) find fault with what has been 
viven. [Middle English from Old Norse gip/| 
gifted adj. exceptionally talented or imtelligent, 
O giftedness n. 
gift token 7. (also gift voucher) Brit. a voucher 
used as a gift and exchangeable for goods. 
giftware n. goods sold as being suitable as gifts. 
gift-wrap e v./: (-wrapped, -wrapping) wrap 
attractively as a gift. @ n. (giftwrap) decorative 
paper etc. for wrapping gifts. 
gig'n. 1 a light two-wheeled one-horse carriage. 2 a 
light boat for rowing or sailing. [Middle English] 
gig’ collog. en. 1 an engagement of an entertainer, 
esp. of musicians to play jazz, pop, or dance music, 
usu. for a single appearance. 2 a performance of 
this kind. @ vir \gigged. gigging) perform a gig. 
[20th-century coinage | 
giga- comb. form denoting a factor of 10" (gigawatt) or 
(in Computing) a factor of 2" (gigabyte). [from Greek 
gigas zian | 
gigabyte ”. Computing a unit of information equal to 
one thousand million (16°) or (strictly) 2" bytes. 
gigaflop n. Computing a unit of computing spced 
equal to one thousand million floating-point oper- 
ations per second. 
gigantic adj. 1 very large; enormous. 2 like or suited 
to a giant. [based on Latin ggas gigantis ‘giant’| 
O gigantesque adj. gigantically ad. 
gigantism 7. abnormal largeness. 
giggle e vif. laugh in half-suppressed spasms, esp. 
in an affected or silly manner. @ 7. 1 such a laugh. 
2 collog. an amusing person or thing. 0 giggler 7. 
gigely ad). (gigglier, giggliest), 
gigolo /jig-6-loh/ n. | pl. -osi 1 a young man paid 
by an older woman to be her escort or lover. 2 a 
professional male dancing 
[French, formed as masculine of gigole ‘dance hall 
woman | 


partner OF escort 


gigot /jig-61/ n.a leg of mutton or lamb. {French 
chalect, literally ‘little leg’ 


gild 


gild! w.tr (past part. gilded or as adj. in sense | 
gilt) L cover thinly with gold. 2 tinge with 
a golden colour or light. 3 give a specious 
or “false brilliance to. o gild ‘the lily try to 
improve what is already beautiful or exe ellent. 
[Old English] o gilder zn. 

gild? var. of ctu. 

gilded cage 2. a |uxurious but restrictive environ- 
ment. 

gilded youth 
people of wealth, 
and flat. 

gilding x. 1 the act 
or art of apply- 
ing gilt, 2 > 
material used in 
applying gilt. 


n.pl. young 
fashion, protective 


parchment 


valu 


gilt applied! — round gilding 
lo plaster bladed knife / tip 
ground 


GILDING: MATERIALS REQUIRED 
LOR GILDING 


gilet /zhee-lay/ n. Brit. 1a woman’s light yarment 
resembling a waistcuat. 2 a sleeveless padded 
jacket. [French, literally ‘waistcoav] 
gill’ /gil/ n. (usu. in p/.) 1 the respiratory organ in 
fishes and ae aquatic animals. 2 the vertical 
radial plates on the underside of mushrooms and 
other fungi. & mustroom. 3 the flesh below a 
person's jaws and ears (green about the gills), [from 
Old Norse] 0 gilled aq. (also in comb.) 
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mouth! eye yilf / ae! 


ill cove 


(oper ulum}) \qwater exit 


Jilaments 


GILES INVERN AT AANA LONL Ol 
A PISH’S HEAD AND GILLS 


gill? /jil/ n. a unit of liquid measure, equal to a 
quarter of a pint. [from Late Latin gi/lo ‘water pot’| 

gill® /eil/ n. (also ghyll, Brit. 1a deep usu. wooded 
ravine. 2 a narrow mountain torrent. [from 
Old Norse gi/ ‘glen’ 

gillie /gil-i/ 7. also ghillie) Sv. 1a man 
or boy attending a person hunting or 
fishing, 2 fist. a Highland chief's attend- 
ant. [from Gaelic gille ‘lad, servant | 

gill-net 7. 
the gills. 

gillyflower /jil-i-/ 7. 1 (in full clove 
gillyflower) a clove-scented pink. 2 any 
of various similarly scented flowers such 
as the wallflower or white stock. [based on 
Greek Aarnaphullon ‘clove’ } 


a net for entangling fish by 


gilt’ @e ad. 1 covered thinly with gold. 2 gold- 
coloured. @ 7. 1D gold or a goldlike substance applied 
ina thin layer to a surface. 2 coften im pli Brit. a 
gilt-edged security, [variant of gilded] 

gilt? ». a young sow. {from Old Norse es/h] 

gilt-edged «7. 1 of securities, stocks, ete. 
high reliability as an 
2 having a gilded edge 


having a 


degree ol investment. 


giltwood ad). made of wood and gilded. 


pale 


GINKGO: 
MATIDILNH AIR 
tGinkgo biloba; 


attachment site 
Sor satellite parts 


gimbals’ 
~ framework 


GIMBALS ¥OR STEADYING 
SOUENR GP VNB OE Vins N leas teudets 


a contrivance, usu. of rmgs and 


gimbals 7.p/. A 
pivots, for keeping instruments horizontal in ships, 
aircraft, etc. [from Latin gemellus ‘little twin’] 

gimerack /jim-krak/ adj. showy but flimsy and 
worthless. [Middle English gibecrake, a kind of orna- 
ment| 0 gimerackery n. 


gimlet 7. a small tool with a screw-tip for boring 
holes. [from Old French guinbelet] 

gimmick 1. collog. a trick or device, esp. to attract 
publicity or trade. [20th-century US coinage] 
0 gimmickry n. gimmicky ad). 

gimp! /gimp/ 2. (also guimp, gymp) 1 a twist 
of silk etc. with cord or wire running through it. 
2 fishing line of silk etc. bound with wire. [Dutch] 

gimp? /gimp/ slang @ n. 1 a lame person or leg. 
2 a stupid or contempuble person. @ z.inéz limp, 
hobble. [20th-century US coimage] 

gin! 7. a spirit made from grain or malt and flavoured 
with juniper berries. [abbreviation of geneva ‘genever | 

gin’ 7. 1 a snare or wap. 2a machine for separating 
cotton from its seeds. [from Old French engin 
‘engine | O ginner 7. 

ginger e 7. 1 aa hot spicy root usu. powdered for 
use in cooking, or preserved m syrup, or candied. 
> spc. b the plant, [weber officinale, of SE Asia, 
having this root. 2 a light reddish-yellow. @ ad. of a 
ainger colour. @ vf, 1 flavour with ginger. 2 (foll. by 
up) enliven. [from Sanskrit sy7igar eram| Oo gingery ad). 

ginger ale 7. an effervescent non-alcoholic clear 
drink flavoured with ginger extract. 

ginger beer 1. an cffervescent mildly alcoholic 
or non-alcoholic cloudy crink made by fermenting 
a mixture of ginger and syrup. 

gingerbread ». a cake made with treacle or syrup 
and flavoured with ginger. 

ginger group 7. Bri. a vroup within a party 
or movement that presses for stronger policy or 
action, 

gingerly e adv. in a cautious manner. @ ad. showing 
ereat caution. 

ginger nut 7. Sri/. a ginger-favoured biscuit. 

ginger snap vv. a thin brittle biscuit flavoured with 
onger. 

ginger wine ». a drink of fermented sugar, water, 
and bruised ginger. 

gingham / ging-ani/ n. a plain-woven cotton cloth, 
esp. striped or checked. [based on Malay ginggang 

‘striped’ | 


the gums. [based on Latin gingiva *guni’] 
ginkgo /gink-goli/ x. (also gingko; 
) (pl. -os or -oes) < an originally 
—— Chinese and Japanese tree, Ginkgo 
biloba, with fan-shaped leaves and 
yellow flowers. [Japanese ginkyo from 
Chinese yinving ‘silver apricot 
ginormous adj. Bril. slang very 
large; enormous. [blend of cian: 
and rvorMots] 


ERE 


gin rummy . a form of the 
card game rummy. 
ginseng /jin-seng/ 7. 1 any of several 
medicinal plants of the genus Panay, 
found in E. Asia and N. America. 
2% the this, [from Chinese 
renshen, perhaps = man-image, with 
allusion to its forked! root| 


root of 


GINSENG ROO] 
Panay ginseng 


gingivitis /jin-ji-vy-tis/ n. inflammation of 


GIRAFFE 


The world’s tallest animal, 

giraffes live among the agacias 
of the African savannah. 
The sole giraffe species 
contains eight subspecies, 
differing in their 
coat markings. 


horn 


mare 
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gippy tummy /jip-i/ 7. (also gyppy tummy) 
Brit. collog. diarrhoea affecting visitors to hot coun- 
tries. [gippy: abbreviation of Buyrrian] 
gipsy var. of oyrsy. 
giraffe n. (f/. same or giraffes) A a ruminant 
mammal, Giraffu camelopardalis of Africa, the tallest 
living animal, with a long neck and forelegs. [from 
Arabic zarafa| 
gird ar. (past and pask part. girded or girt) literary 
1 encircle, attach, or, secure with a belt or band. 
2 enclose or encircle. -3 (foll. by round) place (cord 
etc.) round. a gird (or gird up) one’s loins pre- 
pare for action. {Old English, related to city] 
girder 7”. an iron or st@el beam or compound struc- 
ture for bearing loads. 
girdle'e 7. 1 a helt er cord worn round the waist. 
2 a woman's corset extending from waist to thigh. 
3 the bony support for a limb { pelzic girdle). @ v.tr. 
surround with a girdle. (Old English, related to cir] 
girdle? n, Sc. & N.Engl. = cRwoit.. 
girl n. 1 a female child. 2 collog. a young woman. 
3 collog. a girlfriend. 4 a female servant. [Middle 
English] o girlhood n. girlish adj. girlishly adv. 
girlfriend 7. 1 a regular female companion or 
lover. 2 a female friend. 
Girl Guide n. = Gui. 7. 9. 
girlie (also girly) collog. @ n. | p/. -ies) a girl (esp. as a 
term of endearment). @ adj. 1 girlish. 2 (of a maga- 
zine etc.) depicting young women in erotic poses. 
Girl Scout 7. a girl belonging to the Scout Asso- 
ciation, 
giro /jy-roh/ Bri. en. ( pl. -os) 1a system of credit 
transfer between banks, post offices, etc. 2 a cheque 
or payment by giro, @ «./7 |-oes, -oed) pay by giro. 
[from Italian, literally ‘circulation (of money)’| 
girt! pas! part. of crn. 
girt? var. of Ginin. 
girth 7. (also girt) 1 the measurement around 
the waist, a tree trunk, or a_ thing 
of similar shape. 2 a band round the body of 
a horse to secure the saddle ete. & sHowiarine. 
[from Gothie garda] 
gismo var. of GizMo. 
gist /jist/ n. the substance or essence of a 
matter. [based on Latin jacée “to lie, consist in’) 
git x. Brit. collog. an unpleasant or contemptible 
person. [vanant of Gri in the informal or 
dialect, noun ‘a stupid or unpleasant 
person | 


sense, 


a 


gite 


gite /zheet/ n. a furnished holiday house in France, 
usu. smail and in a rural district. [originally in sense 
‘lodging’: from Old French giste] 

ive @ v. (past gave; pasi part. given) 1 tr; (also absol.) 
hand over as a present (gave them her old curtains; gives 
to cancer research). 2 tr, a transfer the ownership of; 
bequeath (gave hum £200 in her will). b transfer, esp. 
temporarily or for safe keeping; hand over; provide 
with (gave hum the dog to hold; gave them a drink). c ad- 
minister (medicine). d communicate or impart (a 
message, compliments, etc.) (give her my best wishes), 
3 tr (usu. foll. by for) make over in exchange or 
payment (gave him £30 for the bicycle). 4 tr. a confer; 
grant (a benefit, an honour, etc.). b accord; bestow 
(one’s affections, confidence, etc.). e award; admin- 
ister (one’s approval, blame, etc.); tell, offer (esp. 
something unpleasant) (gave him my blessing; gave him 
the sack). d pledge (gave his word). 5 tr. a perform (an 
action etc.) (gave him a kiss; gave a jump). b utter (gave 
a shrek). 6 t& allot; assign; grant (was given the 
contract). 7 tr. (in passive; foll. by to) be inclined to or 
fond of (is given to speculation). 8 i yield as a product 
or result (the lamp gives a bad light). 9 intr. a yield to 
pressure; lose firmness (they pushed hard but the door 
wouldn’t gwe; old elastic gives too much). b collapse (the 
roof gave under the pressure). 10 inér. (usu. foll. by of) 
grant; bestow (gave freely of his time). 11 & a commit, 
consign, or entrust (give her into your care). b sanction 
the marriage of (a daughter etc.). 12 t&% devote; 
dedicate (gave hes life to music). 13 ir. (usu. absol.) collog. 
tell what one knows (What happened? Come on, give!). 
14 ¢ present; offer; show; hold out (gives no sign 
of life; gave her his arm). 15 tr. Theatr. read, recite, 
perform, act, etc. (gave them Hamlet’s soliloquy). 16 b: 
impart; be a source of (gave its name to the battle; gives 
him a right to complain). 17 t allow (esp. a fixed 
amount of time) (can give you five minutes). 18 tr. (usu. 
foll. by for) value (something) (gives nothing for then 
opinions). 19 tr. concede (I give you the victory). 20 tr 
deliver (a judgement etc.) authoritatively (gave his 
verdict). 21 tr. Cricket (of an umpire) declare (a bats- 
man) out or not out. 22 ¢7 toast (a person, cause, 
etc.) (J Rive you our President). 23 tr provide (a party, 
meal, etc.) as host (gave a banquet). @ n. 1 capacity 
to yield or bend under pressure; elasticity (/here 1 
no give in a stone floor). 2 ability to adapt or comply (no 
give in his attitudes). O give and take zt, exchange 
(words, blows, or concessions). @ 7. an exchange of 
words etc.; a compromise. give as good as one 
gets retort adequately in words or blows. give 
away | transfer as a gilt. 2 hand over (a bride) 
ceremonially to a bridegroom. 3 betray or expose 
to ridicule or detection. 4 esp. Sport give inadver- 
tently to the opposition (gave away a penalty). 
5 Austral. abandon, desist from, lose faith or interest 
in. give back return (something) to its previous 
owner or in exchange. give birth (to) see mirr . 
give chase pursue a person, animal, etc.; hunt. 
give the game (or show) away reveal a secret or 
intention. give a hand see HANn. give a person 
his or her due acknowledge, esp. grudgingly, a 
person’s rights, abilities, etc. give in I cease fight- 
ing or arguing; yield. 2 Sri. hand in (a document 
etc.) to an official etc. give me I prefer (give me the 
Greek islands any day). give off emit (vapour etc.) 
give oneself (of a woman) yield sexually, give 
oneself airs act pretentiously. give oneself up 
to 1 abandon oneself to (an emotion). 2 addict 
oneself to. give on to (or into) (of a window, corri- 
dor, etc.) overlook or lead into. give or take culloq. 
add or subtract (a specified amount or numher) 
in estimating. give out 1 announce; emit; distrib- 
ute. 2 cease or break down from exhaustion ete. 
3 run short. give over Brit. 1 collog. cease from 
doing; abandon (a habit etc.); desist (give over sniff 
ing). 2 hand over. 3 devote. give rise to cause. give 
a person to understand inform authoritatively. 
give up I resign; surrender. 2 part with. 3 deliver 
(a wanted person etc.). 4 pronounce incurable or 
insoluble; renounce hope of. 5 renounce or cease 
(an activity). give up the ghost archaic or collog. 
dic. give way see way. give a person what for 


gland 


collog. punish or scold severely. not give a damn 
(or Brit. monkey’s or toss etc.) collog. not care at 
all. what gives? collog. what is the news?; what’s 
happening? [Old English] 0 giver n. 

give-away 7. collog. 1 an inadvertent revelation. 
2 an act of giving away. 3 a free gift; a low price. 

given e adj. 1 as previously stated or assumed; 
granted; specified (given that he is a har, we cannot 
trust him; a given number). 2 Law (of a document) 
signed and dated (given thts day the 30th Fune). 
@ 7. a known fact or situation. 

given name 7. US = forename. 

gizmo /giz-moh/ 2. (also gismo) ( /. -os) 
slang a gadget. [20th-century coinage] 

gizzard n. 1 a muscular thick-walled part 
of a bird’s stomach, for grinding food 
usu. with grit. > birp. 2 a similar organ in 
some fish, insects, molluscs, and other 
invertebrates. [from Latin gigeria ‘cooked 
entrails of fowl’] 

glacé /gla-say/ adj. 1 (of fruit, esp. cherrics 
preserved in sugar. 2 (of leather etc.) 
smooth; polished. [French, literally ‘iced’] 

glacé icimg 7. icing made with icing 
sugar and water. 

glacial adj. 1 of ice. 2 Geol. characterized 
or produced by ice. [from Latin glacialis 
‘icy’| Oo glacially adv, 

glacial period 7. (also glacial epoch) 
a period in the Earth’s history when ice 
sheets were exceptionally extensive. 

glaciated adj. 1 marked or polished by the action of 
ice. 2 covered or having been covered by glaciers 
or ice sheets. O glaciation 7. 

glacier 7. ¥ a slowly-moving mass or river of ice 
formed by the accumulation and compaction of 
snow on mountains or near the poles. > ciravn, 
oUrWASH, VALLEY. [from French, based on Latin 
glactes “ice’| 

glaciology 2. the science of the mternal dynamics 
and effects of glaciers. 0 glaciological adj. glaci- 
ologist 7. 

glad ad). (gladder, gladdest) 1 ( predic.) pleased; 
willing (shall be glad to come, would be glad of a chance 
to talk about it). 2 a marked by, filled with, or express- 
ing joy (a glad expression). b (of news, events, etc.) 
giving joy (glad tzdings). [Old English] a gladly adv. 
gladness n. gladsome ad). poet. 

gladden «:t7, make glad. 

glade n. an open space ima forest. [Middle English] 


GLACIER 

A valley glacier forms from snow collected in 
cirques. [he snow compresses into ice, which 
slowly creeps downhill under its own weight, 


gathering moraine (rocky debris) in its path, and 


gradually eroding a U-shaped valley. If ice at 
the snout melts faster than the overall creep of 
the glacier, then the glacier retreats. Meltwater 
streams deposit banks of sand and gravel, but 
flush finer sediment on 
to an outwash plain. 


GLADIOLUS 
(Gladiolus 


“Beau Rivage’) 


glad eye z. (prec. by the) collog. an amorous glance. 
glad hand e 7. a warm greeting or welcome. @ v-/r. 
(glad-hand) grcet or welcome warmly. 0 glad- 
hander 7. 
gladiator 7. fist. a man trained to fight at ancient 
Roman shows. [Latin, based on gladius ‘sword’| 
O gladiatorial ad). 
gladiolus 7. (//. gladioli /-ly/ or gladioluses) 
4a plant of the genus Gladiolus (wis family), with 
sword-shaped leaves and usu. brightly coloured 
flower spikes. [Latin, literally ‘little sword’] 
glad rags nfl. collog. best clothes. 
Gladstone bag 7. a bag like a briefcase 
having two equal compartments joined 
by a hinge. [named after W. E. Gladstone, 
English statesman, 1809-98] 
~ glam collog. @ adj. glamorous. @ n. glam- 
our. [abbrev.] 
glamorize v./7, (also glamourize, -ise) 
make glamorous or attractive. 0 glam- 
orization 7. 
glamour 7. (US'also glamor) 1 physical 
attractiveness, esp. when achieved by 
make-up etc. 2 alluring or exciting beauty 
or charm (the glamour of New York). [variant 
of Grammar, from the medieval association 
of learning with occult practices] 0 glam- 
orous adj. glamorously adv. 
glam rock ». a style of rock music charac- 
terized by male performers wearing exag- 
geratedly flamboyant clothes and make-up. 
glance e ». 1 iniz. cast a momentary look (glanced up 
at the sky). 2. intr. (of a bullet, ball, etc.) bounce (off 
an object) obliquely 3 imix (of talk or 
a talker) pass quickly over a subject or subjects 
(glanced over the question of payment). 4 intr. (of a bright 
object or hght) flash, dart, or gleam (the sun glanced 
off the knife). 5 tr. (esp. of a weapon) strike (an object) 
obliquely. 6 ¢ Cricket deflect (the ball) with an 
oblique stroke. @ 7. 1 a brief look. 2 a flash or gleam 
(a glance of sunlight). 3 Cricket a stroke with the bat’s 
face turned slantwise to deflect the ball. o glance 
over (or through) read cursorily. [from Old 
French glacier ‘to slip’] 0 glancingly ado. 


gland! ». 1 a an organ in an animal body secreting 
substances for use in the body or for ejection. b a 
structure resembling this, such as a lymph gland. 
D> ENDOGRINL, LYMPHATIC sysTEM. 2 Bot. a secreting cell 
on gioup of cells on the surface of a plant structure. 
[from Latin g/andulae *throat-elands | 
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GLASS 


A supercooled liquid made mainly from sand, 


glass is easily shaped, and forms clear, hard 
objects that remain untainted by chemicals. 
Glass objects are often mass-produced 

by the moulding process, m 
which jets of compressed air 
force molten glass into 
the shape of a mould. 
Sheet glass is made by 
the float-glass process, 
in which molten glass 1s 
floated on the surface 
of liquid tin and cut 
into lengths when cool. 


Jet of com- 
pressed atr 


mould 


diamond- 


lipped 


cutter . 


gland? 7. a sleeve used to produce a seal round 
a piston rod or other shalt. [19th-century coinage | 

glanders 7.p/. (also treated as sing) a contagious 
disease of horses. [from Old French glandre| 

glandular adj. of or relating to a gland or glands. 

glandular fever 1. an infectious viral disease char- 
acterized by swelling of the lymph glands and 
prolonged lassitude; infectious mononucleosis. 

glans ». ( //. glandes) the rounded part forming the 
end of the penis or clitoris. & REPRODUG LIVE ORGANS 
[Latin. literally ‘acorn’] 

glare ev. 1 iniv look fiercely or fixedly, 2 intz shine 
dazzlingly or disagreeably. 3 &% express (hatred, 
defiance, etc.) by a look. @ 2. 1 a strong fierce light, 
esp. sunshine. b oppressive public attention (the glare 
of fame). 2 a fierce or fixed look. [from Middle 
Dutch glaren “to gleam, glare’] 0 glary ad). 

glaring adj. 1 obvious, conspicuous (a glaring error). 
2 shining oppressively. 3 staring fiercely. 0 glar- 
ingly ade. 

glasnost /glaz-nost/ n. (in the former Soviet 
Union) the policy or practice of more open con- 
sultative government and wider dissemination of 
information. {Russian glasnost’. literally ‘publicity, 
openness | 

glass e 7. 1 a (often ai7b., & a hard, brittle, usu. 
transparent, translucent, or shiny substance, made 
by fusing sand with soda and lime and sometimes 
other ingredients. b any similar substance which 
has solidified from a molten state without crys- 
tallizing (volcan glass). 2 (often collect.) an 
object or objects made from glass, esp.: a esp. 
Brit, a drinking vessel. b esp. Brit. a mirror. 
ec an hourglass. d a window. e a greenhouse 
(rows of lettuce under glass). £ glass ornaments. 
ga barometer. h Brit. a glass disc cover- 

ing a watch face. i a magnifying lens. 

j a monocle. 3 {in pi.) a spectacles. 

b field opera glasses. 4 the 

amount of hquid contained in a glass; 

a drink (he tikes a glass). @ utr (usu. as 

glassed adj.) fit with glass. @ ad). ol 

or made from glass. [Old English] 

D glassful ». | p/. -fuls). glasslike ad). 

glass-blowing 1. the blowing of 
semi-molten to make 
ware. GO glass-blower #1. 


glasses: 


vlass elass- 


glass case n. an exhibition display 
case made mostly trom glass. 
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TWO METHODS OF 
GLASS MANUFACTURE 


glass ceiling 7. an unacknowledged barrier to 
personal advancement. 

glass cutter 7. 1 a worker who cuts glass. 2 a tool 
used for cutting glass. 

glass eye n. a false eye made from glass. 

glass fibre n. Bri. 1 filaments of glass made into 
fabric. 2 such filaments embedded in plastic as 
reinforcement (often attrib.: glass-fibre gliders). 

glasshouse . Bri!. 1 a greenhouse. 2 slang a milt- 
tary prison. 

glasspaper n. paper covered with powdered glass 
and used for smoothing and polishing, 

glassware 7. articles made from glass. 

glass wool ». glass in the form of fine fibres used 
for packing and insulation. 

glasswort 7. a salt-marsh plant of the genus Sa/l- 
corna or Salsola, formerly burnt for use in glass- 
making. & HALOPHY)I 

glassy adj. (glassier, glassiest) 1 of or resembling 
glass, esp. in smoothness. 2 (of the eye, the ex- 
pression, cte.) abstracted; dull; fixed ( faxed her with 
a glassy stare). O glassily adv. 

Glaswegian e adj. of or relating to Glasgow in 
Scotland. @ 7. a native of Glasgow. [from Glasgow, 
on the pattern of Norwegian etc.| 


glaucoma 7. an cye-condlition with increased 
pressure within the eyeball, causing gradual loss 
of sight. [based on Greek glaukos ‘glaucous’, from 
the grey-green haze in the pupil] 
glaucous adj. 1 < of a dull greyish-green or blue 
colour. 2 covered with a powdery bloom as of 
grapes. [from Greek glaukos| 
glaze e ». 1 tr a fit (a window, picture, 
g etc.) with glass. b provide (a building) 
with glass windows. 2 ér a cover (pot- 
’ tery etc.) with a glaze. b fix (paint) on 
pottery with a glaze. 3 ¢r cover (pastry, 
a meat, etc.) with a glaze. 4 intr. (often 
foll. by over) (of the eyes) hecome fixed 
or glassy. 5 x cover (cloth, paper, leather, 
a painted surface, etc.) with a glaze or 
other similar finish. 6 /% give a glassy 
surface to, e.g. by rubbing. @ 7. 1 a vitre- 
ous substance used to glaze pottery, 
s 2 asmooth shiny coating on food. 
3 a thin topcoat of transparent 
paint usecl to modify the tone of the 
underlying colour. 4 a smooth surface 
formed by glazing. [Middle English] 


glazier n. a person whose trade is glazing windows 
ete. O glaziery n. 

glazing n. 1 the act or an instance of glazing. 
2 windows (see also nousLe G1azinc). 3 material used 
to produce a glaze. . 

gleam e 7, 1a faint or brief light (@ gleam of sunlight). 
2 a faint, sudden, or temporary show (not a gleam 
of hope). @ vant. 1 emit gleams. 2 shine with a faint 
or intermittent brightness. 3 (of a quality) be in- 
dicated (fear gleamed in his eyes). [Old English] 

glean vi, 1 collect or scrape together (news, facts, 
gossip, etc.) in smal] quantities. 2 a (also abdsol.) 
gather (ears of corn etc.) after the harvest. b strip 
(a field etc.) after a harvest. [from Late Latin 
glennare| 0 gleaner n. 

gleanings 7./)/. things gleaned, esp. facts. 

glebe 7. 1 a piece of iad serving as part of a clergy- 
man’s benefice and providing income. 2 poet. earth; 
land; a field. [from Latin gi(a)eba ‘clod, soil’] 

glee n. t mirth; delight. 2 a song for three or more 
voices, singing different parts simultaneously, [Old 
English g/eo ‘minstrelsy, jest’] 

glee club 2. a society for singing part-songs. 

gleeful adj. exuberantly or triumphantly joyful. 
o gleefully adz. 

glen 1. a narrow valley. [from Gaelic & Irish gleann] 

glengarry 1. (fl. 
-ies) ® a brim- 
less Scottish hat 
with a cleft 
down the centre 
and usu. two 
ribbons hang- 
ing at the back. 
[named after 
Glengarry in Scotland] 

glib ad). (glibber, glibbest) fluent and voluble but 
insincere and shallow. {related to obsolete glibbery 
‘shppery’| 0 glibly adx glibness n. 

glide ev. 1 intr (of a styeam, bird, snake, ship, train, 
skater, etc.) move with a smooth continuous mo- 
tion. 2 intr (of an aircraft) fly without engine power. 
3 intr. of time etc.; a pass gently and imperceptibly. 
b pass and change gradually and imperceptibly 
(night glided into day). 4 intr. move stealthily. 5 é cause 
to glide (breezes glidedythe ship on its course). @ n. 1 the 
act of gliding, 2 an instance of this. [Old English] 

glide path 7. an aircraft’s line of descent to land. 

glider 7. 1 y an aircraft that flies without an engine. 
> airckari. 2 a person or thing that glides, 
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gliding 7. the sport of flying in a glider. 

glimmer e wnt shine faintly or intermittently. 
en. 1a feeble or wavering light. 2 (usu. foll. by 
of ) a faint gleam (of hope, understanding, etc.). 3a 
glimpse. [Middle English] 

glimmering 7. 1 = Gunmen 7. 2 an act of glimmer- 
ing, 

glimpse e 7. 1 a momentary or partial view (caught 
a glimpse of her). 2 a faint and transient appearance 
(glunpses of the truth), @ v.tr see faintly or partly 
(glimpsed his face in the crowd ). [Middle English] 

glint @ v.inix G tr flash or cause to flash; glitter; 
sparkle; reflect (eves ghinted with amusement: the sword 
glinted fire). @ n. a brief flash of light; a sparkle. 
[alteration of Middle English glent| 

glissade /gli-sahd/ en. 1 an act of sliding down a 
steep slope of snow or ice, usu. on the feet with the 


glissando 


support of an ice axe etc. 2 a gliding step in ballet. 
@ v.intr. perform a glissade. [French] 

glissando 7. (/. glissandi or -os) us. a con- 
tinuous slide of adjacent notes upwards or 
downwards. [Italian, from French glissant 
‘sliding’] 

glisten e v.inir. shine, esp. like a wet object, 
snow, etc. @ n. a glitter; a sparkle. [Old 
English] 

glister archaic @ v.inir. sparkle; glitter. @ n. 
a sparkle; a gleam. [Middle English| 

glitch 7. collog. a sudden irregularity or 


sphere as an emblem of sovereignty; an orb. 4 any 
spherical glass vessel, esp. a fishbowl, a lamp, etc. 
[from Latin globus| 0 globose adj. 
globe artichoke 1. < the head of the 
artichoke plant. 
globe-trotter 7. a person who travels 
widely. 0 globe-trotting 1. & atiib.ad). 
globular adj. 1 globe-shaped, spher- 
ical. 2 composed of globules. 
globule 7. a small globe or round par- 
ticle; a drop. [from Latin g/obulus] 
globulin 7. any of a group of single proteins 


malfunction. [20th-century coinage| GLOBE characterized by solubility only in salt solu- 
glitter @ viniz 1 shine, esp. with a ARTICHOKE tions and esp. forming a large fraction of 

bright reflected light; sparkle. 2 (usu. (Cynara blood serum protein. 

foll. by with) a be showy or splendid scolymus) glockenspiel /glok-én-speel/ 7. a musical 


(glittered with diamonds). b be ostenta- 
tious or flashily brilliant (glittering rhetoric). @ n. 
1 a sparkle. 2 showiness. 3 tiny pieces of sparkling 
material. [from Old Norse ghira| a glittery adj. 

glitterati 7n.p/. slang the fashionable set of literary 
or show-business people. 

glitz 7. slang extravagant but superficial display. 

glitzy adj. (glitzier, glitziest) slang extravagant, | 
ostentatious; tawdry, gaudy. [based on curirer, sug- 
gested by rirzy] 

gloaming ». poet. twilight; dusk. [Old English] 

gloat e v. intr: (often foll. by on, upon, over) consider or 
contemplate with lust, greed, malice, triumph, efc. 
(gloated over his collection). @ n. 1 the act of gloating. 
2 a look or expression of triumphant satisfaction. 
{l6th-century comage] 

glob x. a mass or lump of semi-liquid substance, 
e.g. mud. [20th-century coinage] 

global ad. 1 worldwide (global conflict), 2 a relat- 
ing to or embracing a group of items etc.; total. 
b Computing operating or applying through the 
whole of a file, program, etc. 0 globally adz. 

globalize 1.7, (also -ise) make global. 0 global- 
ization 7. 

global village n. the world considered as a single 
community linked by telecommunications. 

global warming 7. ¥ a potential increase in 
temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere caused by 
the greenhouse effect. 

globe n. 1 a (prec. by the) the planet Earth. b a 
planet, star, or sun. ¢ any spherical body; a ball. 
2 a spherical representation of the Earth or of the 
constellations with a map on the surface. 3.a golden 


instrument with bells or metal bars or tubes 
struck by hammers. [German, literally ‘bell-play’] 

gloom e x. 1 darkness; obscurity. 2 melancholy; 
despondency. 3 poel. a dark place. @ v. 1 mix be 
gloomy or melancholy; frown. 2 itr. (of the sky etc.) 
be dull or threatening; lour. 3 intr appear darkly 
or obscurely. 4 tz cover with gloom; make dark or 
dismal. [Middle English] 

gloomy adj. (gloomier, gloomiest) 1 dark; un- 
lighted. 2 depressed; sullen. 3 dismal; depressing. 
Oo gloomily adi. gloominess n. 

glop n. C'S slang a liquid or sticky mess, esp. inedible 
food. 

glorify »./7 (-ies, -ied) 1 make glorious. 2 transform 
into something more splendid. 3 extol; praise. 4 (as 
glorified adj.) seeming or pretending to be more 
splendid than in reality (@ glorified office boy). {from 
ecclesiastical Latin glorificare| 0 glorification n. 

glorious dd). 1 possessing glory; illustrious. 2 con- 
ferring glory; honourable. 3 collog. splendid; mag- 
nificent; delightful (a glorious day). 4 iron. intense; 
unmitigated (a glorious muddle). 0 gloriously adv. 

glorye 7. (//. -ies) 1 high renown or fame; honour. 
2 adoring praise (Glory to the Lord). 3 resplendent 
majesty or magnificence; great beauty (He glory of 
Versailles, the glory of the rose). 4 a thing that brings 
renown or praise; a distinction. 5 the bliss and 
splendour of heaven. 6 an aurcole, a halo. @ @.inir. 
(-ies, -ied) pride oneself; exult (glory in their skill). 
o glory be! 1 expressing enthusiastic piety. 2 collog. 
an exclamation of surprise or delight. [from Latin 
glona} 

glory-box 7. dusiral. & NZ a box for women’s 
clothes etc., stored in preparation for marriage. 


glory-hole 7. 1 col/og. an untidy room, drawer, or 
receptacle. 2 V. Amer. an open quarry. 

glory-of-the-snow 2. = cHIONODON:A. 

gloss'e 7. 1 a surface shine or lustre. b an instance 
of this; a smooth finish. 2 a deceptively attractive 
appearance. b an instance of this. 3 (in full gloss 
paint) paint formulated to give a hard glossy finish 
(cf. mart 7.). @ v.tz make glossy. O gloss over 1 seek 
to conceal beneath a false appearance. 2 conceal 
or evade by mentioning briefly or misleadingly. 
{1 6th-century coinage| 


“GLOBAL WARMING 


, For millions of years, gases in the Earth’s 
atmosphere have trapped sufficient heat 
from solar radiation to sustain life. How- 
ever, an increase in human activity may 
now be raising levels of ‘greenhouse gases’ 
such as carbon dioxide, so that excess 
heat is trapped in the atmosphere. 


belt of Sin gloss? e n. 1 a an explanatory word or phrase 
: inserted between the lines or in the margin of a 
greenhouse : ‘ ee 
text. b a comment, explanation, interpretation, or 
ases A : _ 
© paraphrase. 2 a misrepresentation of another’s 


words, 3 aa glossary. b an interlinear translation or 
annotation. @ v./r, 1 add a gloss or glosses to (a text, 
word, etc.). 2 read a different sense into; explain 
away. {alteration of Gio] 


solar 
radiation 


glossary 7. (//. -ies) (also gloss) an alphabetical 
list of terms or words found in or relating to a spe- 
cific subject or text; a brief dictionary. [from Latin 
glovainan| 

glossolalia n. = gif! of tongues (see roNcur). [from 
Greek glossa ‘tongue’ + -lalia ‘speaking’ | 

glossy e ad. \glossier, glossiest) 1 having a shine; 


- \ 


\ heat trapped 
wrthin 
almo phere 


| 
heat released 


into space — 4 


DEMONSTRATION OF GLOBAL WARMING 


Eurth 
a magazine etc.) printed on such paper. @ x. (pl. 
-ies) collog. 1 a glossy magazine. 2 a photograph 
with a glossy surface. 0 glossily adv. glossiness 1. 


smooth. 2 (of paper etc.) smooth and shiny. 3 (of 


glut 


glottal stop 7. a sound produced by the sudden 
opening or shutting of the glottis. 

glottis 7. y the part of the larynx that consists 
of the vocal cords and the slit-like opening between 
them. fbased on Greek gotta, variant of gléssa 
‘tongue | 


. pharynx 


epiglottis 
larynx 

. glottis 
vocal cords 


windpipe 
(trachea) 


GLOTTIS: INTERNAI. FEATURES OF THE 
HUMAN HEAD SHOWING THE GLOTTIS 


glove e 7. 1 a covering for the hand, worn esp. for 
protection against cold or dirt, and usu. having 
separate fingers. 2 a padded protective glove, esp.: 
a a boxing glove. b a glove worn by a wicketkeeper 
or baseball catcher. @ vir cover or provide with 
a glove or gloves. [Old English] o glover n. 

glovebox i. 1 a box for gloves. 2 a closed chamber 
with sealed-in gloves for handling radioactive 
material etc. 3 = GLovi: COMPARTMENT, 

glove compartment ». a recess for small articles 
in the dashboard of a motor vehicle. 

glove puppet 7. esp. Bri. a small cloth puppet 
fitted on the hand and worked by the fingers, 

glow e «intr. 1 a throw out light and heat without 
flame. b shine like something heated in this way. 
2 (of the cheeks) redden, esp. from cold or exercise. 
3 a (of the body) be heated. b express or ex- 
perience strong emotion (glowing with indignation). 
4 show a warm colour (éhe painting glows with warmth). 
5 (as glowing adj.) expressing pride or satisfaction 
(a glowing report). @ n. 1 a glowing state. 2 a bright 
warm colour, esp. the red of cheeks. 3 ardour; pas- 
sion. 4 a feeling induced by good health, exercise. 
ete.; well-being. [Old English] a glowingly ad. 

glower @ winir stare or scowl, esp. angrily. @ 7. 
a glowering look. 0 gloweringly adv. 

glow-worm 1. a soft-bodied beetle of the genus 
Lampyns whose wingless female emits light from 
the end of the abdomen. 


gloxinia 7. any tropical plant of the genus Gloxinia, 
native to S. America, with large bell flowers. [named 
after B. P. Gloxin, 18th-century German botanist] 

gloze v./: (also gloze over) explain away; extenu- 
ate; palliate. [based on Latin glossa ‘tongue’| 

glucose 7. a simple sugar containing six carbon 
atoms, found in fruit juice etc., which is an import- 
ant energy source in living organisms. {from Greek 
gleukos ‘sweet wine’ | 

glue e 7. an adhesive substance used for sticking 
objects or materials together. @ z./7 (glues. glued. 
gluing or glueing) I fasten or join with glue. 
2 keep or put very close (an eve glued to the keyhole) 
[from Latin gluten) Oo gluey adj. \gluier, gluiest), 

glue ear 7. blocking of the Eustachian tube, esp. 
in children. 

glue-sniffing 7. the inhalation of intoxicating 
fumes from the solvents in adhesives etc. 0 glue- 
sniffer n. 

glihwein /gloo-vyn/ 7. mulled wine. [German] 

glum adj. (glummer, glummest) looking or feel- 
ing dejected; sullen. [related to dialect glum ‘to 
frown’| Oo glumly adi. glumness ». 

glut e «/r (glutted. glutting) I feed a person. 
one’s stomach, etc.) or indulge (an appctite, a 
desire, etc.) to the full: satiate. 2 fill to excess, 3. Econ, 
overstock (a market). @ 7. 1 Eron. supply exceeding 
demancl. 2 full indulgence. [Middle English] 


glutamate 


glutamate n. any salt or ester of glutamic acid, esp. 
a sodium salt used to enhance the flavour of food. 

glutamic acid 7. Biochem. a naturally occurring 
amino acid, a constituent of many proteins. 

gluten 7. a mixture of two proteins present in flour. 
[from Latin glulen glue’) 

(pl. glutei) ¥ any of the three muscles 

{from Greek gloutos ‘buttock’} 


gluteus 7. 
in each buttock. 
0 gluteal adj. 


gluteus gluteus 
MUTUALS , Mars 
gluteus 

medius 


GLUTEUS MUSCLES 
IN [THE HUMAN BUTTOCKS 


glutinous «dj. sticky; like glue. [from Latin glut 
nusus| O glutinously ad:. glutinousness 7. 

glutton ». 1 a greedy eater. 2 collog. a person in- 
satiably eager (a glutton Jor work), 3 a voracious 
animal. Gulo gulo, of the weasel family. 0 glutton 
for punishment a person eager to take on hard 
or unpleasant tasks. [based on Latin gluftus ‘greedy’ | 
O gluttonous ad). gluttonously ad:. 

gluttony 7. greed or excess in eating. 

glycerine /gliss-er-cen/ n. (US glycerin) = cvy- 
cero. [based on Greek glukeros “sweet’| 

glycerol /gliss-er-ol/ 7. a colourless sweet viscous 
liquid formed as a by-product in the manufacture 
of soap, used as an emollient and laxative. and 
m explosives, antifreeze, etc. 

glyco- /gly-koh/ comb. form sugar. [from Greek glu- 
kus ‘sweet’} 

glycogen 7. Bwehem. a polysaccharide serving as 
a store of carbohydrates, esp. in animal tissues. 

glycolysis 1. Biochem. the breakdown of glucose 
by enzymes. 

glycoprotein n, any of a class of compounds con- 
sisting of a protein combined with a carbohydrate. 

glycosuria 7. a condition characterized by an 
excess of sugar in the urine, associated with 
diabetes. kidney disease, etc. o glycosuric ud). 

glyph 7. 1 a sculptured character or symbol, 2 a 
vertical groove, esp. that on a Greek frieze. [from 
Greck wluphé ‘carving | O glyphie ad). 

GM abbr. 1 in the UR: George Medal. 2 (in the US) 
General Motors. 3 gencral manager. 4 Bri/. grant- 
maintained, 

gm abhr. gramisi. 

G-man vv. ,~/. G-men: 1 US collog. an FBI agent. 
2 fh. «a political detective. [G: abbreviation of govern- 
ment] 

GMT abi. Greenwich Mean Vune. 

gnarled adj. (also gnarly) (of a tree, hands, ete.) 
knobbly, twisted. rugged. [variant of inarted. related 
to KNtRL| O gnarl x, 

gnash e:, 1 / grind (the teeth). 2 int: (of the teeth) 
strike together: grind. @ n. an act of grmding the 
tecth. fvariant of obsolete gnacche or gnast] 

genashers 1./)/. s/ang tecth, esp. false teeth. 

gnat 7. 


1 any small two-winged bitmeg fly of the 

Guile. esp. C. pipiens, 2 an insignificant 
annoyance. 3.a tiny thing. [Old English] 

gnaw 2. ( fas! parl. gnawed or gnawn) 1 a ?». bite 
persistently: wear away by biting. b i, bite, nibble, 
Zam: toll. by af, info. (of a destructive agent, pain, 
fear etc.) corrode: waste away: 


consumic: torture. 


bf. corrode, consume, torture, ete. with pain, fear. 


etc. (was gnawed by doubt). 3 tr. (as 
gnawing adj.) persistent; worry- 
ing. [Old English] 

gneiss /nyss/ 7. ® a ysu. coarse- 
grained metamorphic rock prin- 
cipally of feldspar, quartz, and 
ferromagenesian mincrals. > meta- 
MORPHIG, ROCK CycLt. [German] 

gnocchi /n’yok-i/ 7.p/. an Italian dish 
of small dumplings usu. made from po- 
tato, semolina flour, etc., and often flavoured with 
spinach and cheese. [Italian, based on nocchio “knot 
in wood’ ] 

gnome 7. 1 a a dwarfish legendary creature 
supposed to guard the Earth’s treasures under- 
ground. b a figure of a gnome, esp. as a garden 
ornament. 2 (esp. in fl.) collog. a person with sinister 
influence, esp. financial (gnomes of Qurich). [from 
modern Latin gnomus, word invented by Paracelsus] 
a gnomish «dj. 

gnomic ad. of, consisting of, or using 
aphorisms; sententious. [based on 
Greck gnome ‘opinion | 

gnomon 7. 1 » the rod or pin 
etc. on a sundial that shows the 
time by the position of its 
shadow, 2 .ts/o7. a column ete, 
used in observing the Sun’s 
meridian altitude. [from Greek 
gnomon “indicator’| 0 gnom- 
onic ad). 

gnostic e adj. 1 relating to know- 
ledge. esp. esoteric mystical 
knowledge. 2 Gnostic) con- 
cerning the Gnostics; occult; mystic. 
e 7. (Gnostic) (usu. in p/.) a Christian heretic of the 
Ist-3rd c. claiming mystical knowledge. [from 
Greck gnoviikoy| @ Gnosticism n. 

GNP ahd: gross national product. 

gnu n. any antelope of the genus Connochaetes, native 
to S, Africa, with a large crect head. [from Abori- 
ginal ngu| 

GNVQ abhi. ( 


fication. 


gnomon 


xeneral National Vocational Quah- 


go'e i. (3rd sing. presenl goes; past went: pas! part. 
gone) 1 in/r, a start moving or be moving from one 
place or point in time to another; travel, proceed. 
b (foll. by fo + infin., or and + verb) proceed in order 
to (went lo find him: go and buy some bread). ¢ (foll. by 
and + verly) cullog. expressing annoyance ( you went 
and lald him: they ve gone and broken it}, 2 intr. (foll. by 
verbal noun) make a special wip for; participate in; 
proceed to do (wen! skung; then went shopping: often goes 
running). 3 intr. lie or extend ina certain direction \ the 
road goes to London). 4 intr. leave; depart {they had to go). 
3 int. move, act, work, etc. (the clock doesn't go; his 
brain iy going all the time’. 6 int, a make a specified 
movement (gu like this). b make a sound (of a speci- 


hed kind) ‘the gun went bang; the cow went ‘moo’). ¢ (of 


a bell ete.) make a sound im functioning (eA is 
wrens going). d collog. say (so he goes to me “Why didn't you 
like 2’). 7 intr. be ma specilied state (go hungry: went 
in fear of his hfe). 8 intr. a pass into a specified condi- 
tion (gone bad: went to sleep). b collog. dic. ¢ proceed or 
escape in a specified condition (/he poet u ent unrecog- 
nized: the crime went unnoticed). 9 intr (of time or 
distance! pass, elapse; be traversed (len days to go 
before Easter; the last mile x ent quickly). 10 int. a have a 
specified content or wording (fhe tune goes like this). 
b be current or accepted (so the story goes). c be suit- 
able: fit, match (he shoes don't go with the hat), A be 
regularly kept or put (the forks go here). e fit; be 
accommodated (this con't go into the cupboard ). WA intr. 
a turn out. proceed; take a course or view (/Aigs 
went well Liverpool went Labour). b be successful (make 
the party go, ieent like a bomb). © progress (ree ve sulla 


long way to go\. 12 mtr a he sold (went for £7). b (of 
money) be spent (Z 200 went on a nec jacket). 13 intr. 


a be relinquished, dismissed, or abolished (the car 
rel have to go). b fail. decline; give way, collapse (hi 
sight ws going: the bulb hay gone), 14 mtr be acceptable 


GNEISS: 
AUGEN GNEISS 


GNOMON ON AN I|81H- 
(CESAREERAP S UNDIES, 


go 


or permitted; be accepted without ques- 
tion (anything goes; what I say goes). 15 intr. be 
guided; judge or act (have nothing to go on; a 
good rule to go by). 16 intr. attend or visit or 
fravel to regularly (goes to church; this train 
goes to Bristol ). 17 intr. (foll. by pres. part.) 
collog. proceed (often foolishly) to do (went 
running to the police, don't go making him angry). 
18 inir. act or proceed to a certain point (wil go 
so far and no further, went as high as £100). 19 intr. 
collog. (of a number) be capable of being contained 
in another (6 into 5 won't go). 20 tr. Cards bid; declare 
(go nap, has gone two spades), 21 inir. be allotted or 
awarded; pass (the job went to his rival). 22 intr: (foll. by 
to, towards) amount to; contribute to (72 inches go to 
make a. foot; this will go towards your holiday). 23 intr. (in 
imper) begin motion (a starter’s order in a race) 
(ready, steady, go!). 24 intr. refer or appeal (go to hum for 
help). 25 intr. take up a specified profession (went on 
the stage; gone soldering). 26 intr, (usu. toll. by by, under) 
be known or called (goes by the name of Droopy). 27 ti: 
collog. proceed to (go jump in the lake). 28 intr, (foll. 
by for) apply to; have relevance for (that goes 
for me too). @ n. (pl. goes) 1 the act or 
an instance of going. 2 mettle; spirit; 
dash; animation (she has a lot of go in her), 
3 vigorous acuvity (7/5 all go). 4 collog. a 
success (made a go of it). 5 collog. a turn; 
an attempt (I'll have a go, it’s my go). 6 esp. 
Brit. collog. a state of affairs (a rum go). 
7 esp. Brit. collog, an attack of illness (a 
bad go of flu). 8 esp. Brit. collog. a quantity 
of liquor, food, etc. served at one time. 
@ adj. collog. functioning properly (all systems 
are go). 0 from the eel go collog. from 
the very beginning, go about 1 busy oneself 
with; set to work at. 2 be socially active. 3 (foll. by 
pres. part.) make a habit of doing (goes about telling 
les). 4. Naut. change to an opposite tack, go against 
1 be contrary to (goes against my principles). 2 have an 
unfavourable result foy (decision went against them). go 
ahead proceed without hesitation. go along with 
agree to; take the same view as. go around I (foll. 
by wth) be regularly in the company of. 2 = go about 
3. go at take in hand energetically; attack. go 
away depart, esp. from home for a holiday ete. 
go back I return (tog: 2 extend backwards in space 
or time. 3 (of the hour, a clock, etc.) be set to an 
earlier standard time (the clocks go back in the autumn). 
go back on fail to keep (one’s word, promise, etc.). 
go bail see aau,'. go begging see ni. go by 1 pass. 
2 be dependent on; be guided by. go by default 
see priavii. go down 1 a (of an amount) become 
less (the coffee has gone down a lot). b subside (the flood 
went down). ¢ decrease in price; lose value. 2 a (of a 
ship) sink. b (of the Sun) set. 3 (usu. foll. by fo) be 
conunued to a specified point. 4 deteriorate; fail; 
(of a computer network ctc.) cease to function. 5 be 
recorded in writing, 6 be swallowed. 7 (often foll. by 
with) find acceptance. 8 Brit, collog. leave university. 
9 Brit. collog. be sent to prison (went down for ten years). 
10 fall (before a conqueror), go down with Brit. 
begin to suffer from (a disease), go Dutch see 
DiicH. go far be very successful. go for 1 go to 
fetch, 2 be accounted as or achieve (went for nothing). 
3 preter; choose (that the one I go for). 4 collog. strive 
to attain (go for it!), 5 collog. attack (the dog went for 
him). go forward 1 proceed, progress (go forward 
into the next round). 2 (of the hour, a clock, etc.) be 
altered to a later time, esp. summer time. go great 
gums sce «iN. go halves (or shares) share equally. 
go in | enter a room, house, etc. 2 (usu. foll. by for) 
enter as a competitor. 3 (of the Sun etc.) become 
obscured by cloud. go in for take as one’s object, 
style, pursuit, principle, ete. going!, gone! an 
auctioneer’s announcement that bidding is closing 
or closed. go into 1 enter (a place); go to stay in 
(hospital etc.). 2 pass into (a state or condition) (he 
hax gone into hiding, the company went into liquidation). 
3 investigate or discuss. 4 (of resources etc.) be 
invested in (a lol of effort went into this). 5 start a career 
or interest in. 6 dress oneself in (mourning etc.), 


so 


go it Brit. collog. 1 act vigorously, furiously, etc. 
2 indulge in dissipation. go a long way 1 have a 
great eflect; contribute or progress’ significantly. 
2 (of food, money, etc.) last a long time, buy much. 
3 = go far. go off 1 explode. 2 leave the stage. 
3 gradually cease to be felt. 4 (esp. of foodstuffs) 
deteriorate; decompose. 5 go to sleep; become un- 
conscious. 6 begin. 7 (of an alarm) begin to sound. 
8 die. 9 be got rid of by sale etc. 10 Brit. collog. 
begin to dislike (I’ve gone off him). go off at Austral, 
& NZ slang reprimand, scold. go off well (or 
badly etc.) (of an enterprise etc.) be received or 
accomplished well (or badly etc.). go on 1 con- 
tinue, persevere (decided to go on with it; went on trying: 
unable to go on). 2 collog. a talk at great length. b (foll, 
by at) admonish (went on and on at him). 3 (foll. by to 
+ infin.) proceed (went on to become a star). 4 happen. 
5 conduct oneself (shameful, the way they went on). 
6 Theatr, appear on stage. 7 Cricket begin bowling. 
8 (of a garment) be large enough for its wearer. 
9 take one’s turn to do something. 10 (also go 
upon) Brit. collog. use as evidence (police don’t have 
anything to go on), 11 (esp. in neg) collag. a concern 
oneself about. b care for (don’t 20 much on red hair). 
go out 1 leave a room, house, etc. 2 be broadcast. 
3 be extinguished. 4 have a sexual relationship. 
5 (of a government) leave office. 6 cease to be fash- 
ionable. 7 (usu. foll. by ¢0) depart, esp. to a colony 
etc. 8 collog. lose consciousness. 9 (of workers) strike. 
10 (usu. foll. by fo) (of the heart etc.) expand with 
sympathy etc. towards (my heart goes out to them). 
11 Golf play the first nine holes in a round. 12 Cards 
be the first to dispose of one’s hand. 13 (of a tide) 
ebb; recede to low tide. go over 1 inspect the 
details of; rehearse; retouch. 2 change one’s alle- 
yiance or religion. 3 (of a play etc.) be received, esp. 
favourably (went over well in Dundee). go round (or 
US around) 1 spin, revolve. 2 be long enough to 
encompass. 3 (of food etc.) suffice for everybody. 
4 (usu. foll. by do) visit informally. 5 = go around. 
go slow Brit. deliberately work slowly, as a form 
of industrial action (cf. Go-sLow). go through I be 
dealt with or completed. 2 discuss in detail; scruti- 
nize in sequence, 3 perform (a ceremony. a reci- 
tation, etc.). 4 undergo. 5 collog. use up: spend 
(money ctc.). 6 make holes in. 7 (of a book) 
be successively published in (so many editions). 
8 Austral. slang abscond. go through with not 
leave unfinishecl: complete. go to the bar become 
a barrister. go to blazes (or hell or Jericho etc. 
slang an exclamation of dismissal, contempt, etc. go 
to the country see covvrry. go together Z 
1 match: fit. 2 have a sexual relation- 
ship. go to it! col/og. begin work! go to 
show (or prove) serve as evidence (or 
proof) (also absol.). go under sink: 
fail; succumb. go up I increase in price. 
2 Brit. collog, enter university. 3 be consumed (in 
flames etc.); explode. go well (or ill etc.) (often 
foll. by zevé#) turn out well (or ill etc.). go with 
1 be harmonious with; match. 2 ugree to; take 
the same view as. 3 a be a pai with. b have 
a sexual relationship with. 4 follow the drift 
of. go without manage without; forgo {also 
absol.: we shall just have to go without). go with the 
tide (or times) do as others do. have a go at 
1 esp. Brit. attack, criticize. 2 attempt. try. on the 
go collog. 1 in constant motion. 2 constantly work- 
ing. to go 1 still to be dealt with. 2 \. dimer. (of 
refreshments etc.) to be eaten or drunk off the 
premises. who goes there? a sentry’s challenge. 
[Old English; went: originally the past tense of win] 

go* n. a Japanese board game of territorial posses- 
sion and capture. | Japanese| 

goad e 7. 1 a spiked stick used for urging cattle 
forward, 2 anything that torments or incites. @ 2./7: 
1 urge on with a goad. 2 (usu. foll. by on, into) irri- 
tate: stimulate (goaded me on to win). [Old English. 
related to Lombard (Italian) gatda ‘arrowhead | 

go-ahead e 7. permission to proceed. @ adj. enter- 
prising. 


net crossbar vide netting 


voal line 


GOAL USED 


\ goalmouth 
TOR FOOTBALL 


goal 7. 1 the object of a person’s ambition or effort; 
a destination ( fame ws his goal; London was our goal). 
2 a Football & a pair of posts lmked by a crossbar, 
forming a space into which the ball has to be sent 
to score. > roorsait. b a cage or basket used simi- 
larly in other games. ¢ a successful attemipt to score 
(it’s a goal’). d a point won (scored 3 goals). 3 a point 
marking the end of a race. 0 in goal in the position 
of goalkeeper. [Middle English in sense ‘limit, 
boundary’] © goalless ad. 

goal average 7, Moibal/ the ratio of the numbers 
of goals scored for and against a team in a series 
of matches. 

goal difference 1. Football the difference of goals 
scored for and against a team. 

goalie 7. collog. = GO\LKELPER 

goalkeeper 7. a player stationed to protect the goal 
In various sports, > roorgaL., HocKryY. O goalkeep- 
ing ii. 

goal kick ». 1 Fiothall a kick by the defending side 
after attackers send the ball over the goal line with- 
out scoring. 2 Rugby an attempt to kick a goal. 
o goal-kicker ». Rugby. goal-kicking 7. Rugby. 

goal line n. a line between the posts of a goal. 


extended to form the end boundary of a field of 


play or the boundary beyond which a try or touch- 
down may be scored (ef rouc Hue). & GOAL. RUGBY 

goalmouth 2). the space between or near the posts 
of a goal in football. hockey, ete. & Gow 

goalpost ». cither of the two upright posts of a 
goal. > Go... move the goalposts alter the basis 
or scope of a procedure during its course. 

goalscorer 7». a player who scores a_ goal. 
0 goalscoring 11. © ad). 


goanna ». Ausfra!. a monitor lizard. [corruption of 


IGUANA] 
goat 7. La Wa hardy lively frisky short-haired 
domesticated mammal, Capra — aegagrus, 
having horns and (in the male) a beard, 
and kept for its milk and meat. & unau- 
itt. b either of two similar mam- 
mals. the mountain goat 
and the Spanish goat. 
2 anv other mammal 
of the genus Capra, 
including the ibex. 
3 a lecherous man. 
4 Bui. collog. a fool- 
ish person. 5 (the 
Goat: the zodiacal 
sign Capricorn or 
the constellation Cap- 
neornus. & Carricorn. 
6 US a 
Oo get a person’s 
goat collog. writate a 
person. [Old English] 
0 goatish ad). goaty adj. 
goat-antelope 7. a ruminant mammal of the 
subfamily Caprinac, esp. of the tribe Rupicaprini, 
which includes the chamois, and Rocky Mountain 
goat. 
goatee 7. (in full goatee beard) a small pointed 
heard like a goat's. 
goatherd x, a person who tends goats. 


- beard 


scapegoat. 


GOAT: 
MALE BAGOT GON 


goatskin 7. 1 the skin of a goat. 2 a garment or 


bottle made out of goatskin. 


godfather 


gob! x. esp. Brit. slang the mouth. [perhaps from 
Gaelic & Irish, = beak, mouth] 

gob? slang @ x. 1 Brit. a clot of slimy matter. 
2.N. Amer. a small lump. 3 (in f.; foll. by of). Amer. 
lots of. @ winéz. (gobbed, gobbing, Bri. spit. [Mid- 
dle English from Old French go/u)be “mouthful’] 

gobbet n. 1 a piece or lump of flesh, food, slime, 
etc. 2 an extract from a text, esp. one set for trans- 
lation or comment in an examination. [from Old 
French gode!| 

gobble! wf: © ini eat hurriedly and_ noisily. 
a gobbler 7. 

gobble? wint: 1 (of a turkeycock) make a charac- 
teristic swallowing sound in the throat. 2 make such 
a sound when speaking, 

gobbledegook 7. (also gobbledygook) v/log. pom- 
pous or unintelligible jargon. 

go-between ”. an intermediary. 

goblet 7. 1 » a drinking vessel 
with a foot and a stem. 2 archaw 
a metal or glass bowl-shaped i 
drinking cup without handles. 1). 
3 a goblet-shaped receptacle q 
forming part of a liquidizer, —_ 
[from Old French gobelet ‘little ~ 
cup’ 

goblin 7. a mischievous ugly dwarf- 
like creature of folklore. {Middle 
English] a 

gobsmacked adj. Bri. slang : 
utterly astonished, [with refer- “* = anil 
ence to clapping a hand to one’s 
mouth in astonishment] 0 gob- 
smacking ad). 

gobstopper n. a very large hard sweet. 

goby n. (pi. -ies) ¥ any small marine fish of the 
family Gobudae, having ventral fins joined to form 
a sucker or disc. [fron Greek kabios “gudgeon’ | 


GOBLET 


ah suckeo 
GOBY: BUMBLEBUL FISH 
(Brachygobius doriae) 


go-by n. collog. a snub; a slight (gave him the go-by). 

go-cart 7. 1 a handcart. 2 a pushchair. 3 var. of 
GO-KARL, & archaic a baby walker. 

god 7. I a (in many religions) a superhuman being 
or spirit worshipped as having power over nature, 
human fortunes, ete. b an image, idol, animal, or 
other object worshipped as divine or symbolizing a 
god, 2 (God) (in Christian and other monotheistic 
religions) the creator and ruler of the universe. 
3 a an adored, admired, or influential person. 
b something worshipped like a god (makes a god 
of success). 4 (in pl; prec. by the) Theatr. a the gallery. 
b the people sitting in it. a for God’s sake! sce 
ski... God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
(in the Christian tradition) the persons of the Trin- 
ity. [Old English] o godhood x. 

God-awful ad). s/ang extremely unpleasant, nasty, 
cle 

godchild ». (p/. -children) a person in relation to 
a gocparent. 

goddam adj. (also goddamned) s/any accursed, 
damnable. 

god-daughter 7. a female godchild. 

goddess 7. 1a female cleity, 2. a woman who is adored. 

godetia n. any plant of the genus Clarkia (or Godetia). 
having showy rose-purple or redclish flowers. 
Jnamed after C. H. Gadel, Swiss botanist, 1797 
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godfather 7. 1 a male godparent. 2 a person direct- 
ing an illegal organization, esp. a leader of the 
American Mafia 


God-fearing 


God-fearing «dj. earnestly religious. 

godforsaken adj. devoid of all merit; dismal; dreary. 

God-given adj. received as from God; possessed 
from birth or by divine authority. 

godhead ». (also Godhead) 1 a the state of being 
God or a god. b divine nature. 2 a deity. 3 (the 
Godhead) God. 

godless adj. 1 impious; wicked. 2 without a god. 
3 not recognizing God. 0 godlessness 2. 

godlike adj. 1 resembling (sod or a god. 2 befitting 
or appropriate to a god. 

godly ad). (-ier, -iest) religious, pious, de- 
vout. 0 godliness n. 

godmother 7. a female godparent. 

godown 7. a warehouse in parts of 
E. Asia. [from Malay godong| 

godparent 7. a person who presents 
a child at baptism and responds on the 
child’s behalf. 

godsend n. an unexpected but welcome 
event or acquisition. 

godson 7. a male godchild. 

God squad 1. slang 1 a religious organization, esp. 
an evangelical Christian group. 2 its members. 

godwit n. any wading bird of the genus Limosa, with 
long legs and a long straight or slightly upcurved 
bill. [16th-century coinage| 

goer n. 1 a person or thing that goes (a slow: goer). 
2 (often in comd.) a person who attends (a churchgoer), 
3 Bri. collog. a a lively or persevering person or 
animal. b a sexually promiscuous person. 4 collog. 
a project likely to be accepted or to succeed. 

goes 3rd sing. present of co". 

go-faster stripes /.)/. striped stickers for a motor 
car, usu. placed along the sides of the bodywork 
to give a sporty appearance. 

gofer n. esp. .\. Amer. slang a person who runs 
errands. 

goffer e 1/7, make wavy, flute, or crimp Be 
(a lace edge, a trimming, etc.) with 
heated irons. @ n. an iron used tor 
goffering. [from French gau/frer ‘to stamp 
with a patterned tool’| 

go-getter 7. collug. an aggressively enter- y 
prising person. 

goggle e«. 1 intr, a look with wide-open 
eves. b iof the eves) be rolled about; ( 
protrude. 2 # turn (the eyes) sideways or = ¥ 
from side to side. @ adj. (usu. attrib.) (of the 
eyes) protuberant or rolling. @ x. 1 (in p/.) 
a spectacles for protecting the eyes from 
glare, dust, water, etc. b collog. spectacles. 
2 a gogeling expression. [Middle 
English] 

goggle-box 7. Brit. collog. a television set. 


t 


goggle-eyed ad). having staring or protu- 
berant eyes, esp. through astonishment or disbelief: 

go-go adj. collog. 1 (of a dancer. music, etc.) in mod- 
ern stvle; lively and rhythmic. 2 unrestrained; ener- 
getic, 3 (of investment) speculative. 

going e 7. 1 a the act or process of going. b an 
instance of this. 2 a the condition of the ground foi 
walking, riding, etc. b progress affected by this 
| found the going hard}. @ adj. 1 in or into action (set the 
clock going). 2 esp. Brit. existing, available (here's cold 
beef going). 3 current, prevalent (he going rate). O get 
going start steadily talking, working, etc. going 
for one vollog. acting in one’s favour (he has got 
a lot going for him). going on fifteen ctc. esp. L/S 
approaching one’s fifteenth etc. birthday. going on 
for Brit. approaching (a time, an age, etc. (must be 
going on for 6 years). going to intending or intended 
to; about to (ifs going lo ik! ). to be going on with 
to start with; for the ume being. while the going 
is good while conditions are favourable. 

going away 7. 2 departure, esp. on a honeymoon 
often, with hyphen, «firth: gaing-acway oulfit). 

going concern 1. a thriving business 

going-over »). ( //. goings-over) 1 cu/log. an inspec- 


kad 


GOLD DUST 
(Alyssum saxatile) 


golf course 


tion or overhaul. 2 slang a thrashing. 3 U’S collog. 
a scolding. 

goings-on 7.,//. behaviour, esp. of a morally suspect 
nature. ; 

goitre /goi-ter/ n. (US goiter) Med. a swelling of 
the neck resulting from enlargement of the thyroid 
gland. [based on Latin guttur ‘throat’] o goitred ad). 
goitrous adj. 

go-kart n. (also go-cart) a miniature racing car 

with a skeleton body. 

gold e 7. 1 <a yellow malleable 

ductile high-density metallic 
element resistant to chemical 
reaction, occurring naturally 
in quartz veins and gravel, 
and precious as a monetary 
medium, in jewellery, etc. 


gold 


ar 


P quartz © Metat. 2 the colour of gold. 
crystals 3 a coins or articles made of 
; gold. b wealth. 4 something 
GOLD IN precious, beautiful, or bril- 


QUARTZ MATRIX — liant (all thal glisters is nol 
gold). 3 = GOLD MEDAL. 
6 the bull’s-eye of an archery target (usu. 
eilt). @ adj. 1 made wholly or chiefly of 
gold. 2 coloured like gold. [Old English] 
gold brick yang en. 1 a thing with 
only a surface appearance of value. 
2 US a lazy person. @ vintr (gold- 
brick; L/S shirk. 
gold card 7. a charge card issued only to very credit- 
worthy people and giving benefits not available 
to holders of the standard card. 
goldcrest 7. a very small warbler, Regulus regulus, 
with a golden crest. 
gold-digger x. 1 slang a woman who wheedles 
money out of men. 2 a person who digs for gold. 
gold disc n. Bri. an award given to a recording 
artist or group for sales of a record etc. exceeding 
a specified high figure. 
i, 9 gold dust 7. 1 gold in fine particles 
$ ¥ as often found naturally: 2 <a plant, 
«f Abyssum saxatile. with many small 
yellow flowers. 
golden adj. 1 a made or consisting 
j of gold. b yielding gold. 2 coloured 
or shining like gold (golden hair). 3 pre- 
cious, valuable; excellent; important 
(a golden memory; a golden opportunity). 
golden age n. 1 a supposed past age 
when people were happy and innocent. 
2 the period of a nation’s greatest 
prosperity, literary merit, etc. 
golden boy 2. (fen. golden girl 
collog. a popular or successful person. 
golden delicious 7. a greenish- 
yellow variety of dessert apple. 
golden eagle 7. a large eagle, Aquila chrysaetos, with 
yellow-tipped head-feathers, > gacLe 
Golden Fleece 7. (in Greek mythology) a fleece 
of vold sought and won by Jason. 
golden girl see Gouden boy, 
golden goose 7. a continuing source of wealth 
or profit. 
golden hamster sce (\mstLk. 
golden handcuffs 7./)/. collog. a promise of future 
benefits, e.g. pensions or share options, for those 
who stay with a company, 
golden handshake 2. col/og. a payment given on 
redundancy or early retirement. 
golden hello x. Bri. collog. a payment made by 
an employer to a keenly-sought recruit. 
golden jubilee 7. 1 the fiftieth anniversary of a 
sovereign ’s accession. 2 any other fiftieth anniversary. 
golden mean 7. the principle of moderation. 
golden oldie 7. collog. 1 an old hit record or film 
etc. that ts still well known and popular. 2 a person 
who is no longer young but is still successful in his 
or her held. 


golden orfe 1. a yellow variety of orfe, kept in 
aquaria. 
golden parachute 2. collug. financial compensa- 
tion guaranteed to executives dismissed as a result 
of a merger or takeover. x 
golden retriever 1. a retriever with a thick golden- 
coloured coat. > boc 
golden rod 2. any plant of the genus Soldago with 
a rodlike stem and a spike of small bright yellow 
flowers. 
golden rule ». ‘a basic principle of action, esp. 
‘do as you would be done by’. 
golden share 7. a share in a company that controls 
at least 51 per cent of the voting rights (esp. held 
by a government in a privatized industry in order 
to prevent undesirable takeovers). 
golden syrup 2. Bri. a pale 
treacle. 
golden wedding 1. the 
fiftieth anniversary of a 
wedding. 
goldfield 7. a district in which 
gold is found as a mineral. 
goldfinch ». < any of 
various brightly coloured 
songbirds of the genus 
Carduelis, esp. the Eurasian 
C. carduelis, with a yellow 
band across each wing. 
goldfish 7. (p/. usu. same) ¥ a small reddish-golden 
Chinese carp, Caras- 
yius auratus, kept 
for ornament. 


GOLDFINCH 
(Carduelis 


eurduelts 


GOLDFISH: 
FANTAIL GOLDFISH 


(Carassius auratus) 


a 
goldfish bowl ». 1 a globular glass container for 
goldfish. 2 a place or situation lacking privacy. 
gold foil n. old beaten into a thin sheet. 
gold leaf x. gold beaten into a very thin sheet. 
> GIDING 


gold medal 7. a gold-coloured medal, usu. award- 
ed as first prize. 

gold mine 7. 1 a place where gold is mined. 2 collog. 
a source of wealth. 

gold plate e 7. 1 vessels made of gold. 2 material 
plated with gold. @ x. (gold-plate) plate with gold. 

gold record n. U/S= Gow pisc. 

gold reserve 7. a reserve of gold coins or bullion 
held by a central bank ete. 

gold rush ». a rush to a newly discovered goldfield. 

goldsmith 7. a worker in gold. 

gold standard 7. Evon. a system by which the value 
of a currency is defined in terms of gold. 

golem 7. 1 (in Jewish legend) a clay figure brought 
to life by magic. 2 an automaton or robot. 
[Hebrew, ‘shapeless mass’ 

golf @ 7. A a game in which a small hard ball 
is struck with clubs into a series of 18 or 9 holes 
with the fewest possible strokes. > ‘airway. @ vintr. 
play golf. [Middle English] 

golf ball 7. 1 a ball used in golf. > cour, 2 a small 
ball used in some electric typewriters to carry the 
type. 

golf club 7. 1 a club used in golf. > Gow. 2 an asso- 
ciation for playing golf. 3 the premises used by 
a golf club. 


golf course 7. the course on which golf is played. 
D Gow 


golfer 


good 


GOLF 


Now a popular international 
sport, golf was established in 
Scotland by the 16th century. 
Players use wooden or metal 
clubs, each with a different 
function, to hit a ball from a 
level teeing ground, down a 
fairway — marked with hazards 
such as bunkers (sandpits) and 


GOLFER PREPARING TO 
TAKE A FULL SWING 


putting green 


clubhouse 


rough (uncut grass) — on to a bunker 
putting green and into a target L club 
hole. Competing singly or in |. shaft 
teams, players move from one at <5 
hole to the next on the course, a 
trying to advance the ball 
using as few strokes as possible. club face eee 
: : of ball from 
' golf ball tee to green ~ 


EXAMPLES OF GOLF CLUBS 


lagi, 


1 ‘ vii 
PUTTER 1-wooDd 5-wooD DRIVING 3-IRON 4-1IRON 5-IRON = 6-IRON 
(DRIVER) IRON 


golfer 7. a golf player. 

golf links n.p/. = tinks. 

golliwog n. a black-faced brightly dressed soft doll goner /gon-er/ n. slang a person or 
with fuzzy hair. [from Gollzeogg, a doll character in thing that is doomed, ended, irrev- 
books by B. Upton, US writer, died 1912] ocably lost, etc.; a dead person. 

golly! int. expressing surprise. [euphemism for Gop] gong 7. 1 » a metal disc with 

golly? z. (pi. -ies) Brit. collog. = cowtwoc. a turned rim, giving a resonant 

gonad 7. an animal organ producing gametes, e.g. note when struck. > ORCHLSTRA. 2a 
the testis or ovary. > REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS. [based on saucer-shaped bell. 3 Brit. slang a 
Greek goné gonos ‘generation, seed’] 0 gonadal ad). medal. [Malay] 


ated with. 


central 


hus 


water obstacle 
screen of lrees 


FEATURES OF AN elevated 
18-HOLE GOLF COURSE green _ 


Y > & 


oO be gone depart (cf. secone). gone on s/ang infatu- 


putting 
green 


dog-leg 
hole 


~~ bridge 
pond 
hole 


leeing 
ground 


pathway 


~~ fairway 


Ss aN F ~ 


~ 


7-IRON 8-I[RON 9-IRON PITGHING SAND 


WEDGE WEDGE 


goo n. collog. 1 a sticky or slimy substance. 2 sickly 


sentiment. [20th-century coinage] 
good e ad). (better, best) 1 having the right 
or desired qualities; adequate. 2 a (of a person, 
efficient, competent (good al French; a good 
driver). b (of a thing) rehable, efficient 
(good brakes). c (of health etc.) strong 
(good eyesight). 3 a kind (good of you to 
come). b morally excellent; virtuous (a 
good deed). c charitable (good 
works). @ well-behaved (a 


gondola 7. 1 ¥ a light flat-bottomed boat used on 
Venetian canals. 2 a car suspended from an airship 
or balloon, or attached to a ski lift. [Venetian Italian] 
gondolier 7. the oarsman on a gondola. > connor 


gonorrhoea /gon-6-ree-a/ n. (US 
gonorrhea) a venereal disease with 
inflammatory discharge from the urethra 
or vagina. [from Greek gonorrhora] 


bg good child). 4 enjoyable, 


agreeable (a good party; good 
nev's). 5 thorough, consider- 


gone fast parl. of co’. @ adj. 1 Bri. (of time) past (noi gonzo ad. esp. CS 1 of or associated with — Gone; 


journalistic writing of an exaggerated, 
subjective, and fictionalized style. 2 collog, 
bizarre; crazy. [20th-century coinage] 


until gone nine). 2 a lost; hopeless. b dead. 3 collog. 
pregnant for a specified time (already three months 
gone). 4 slang completely enthralled or entranced. 


GONDOLA 


Gondolas, handbuilt from nine different woods, have plied 
the canals of Venice, Italy, for over 1,000 years. Once used 
(o transport goods from markets to the residences ( palazz2), 
gondolas now serve largely as pleasurecraft for tourists, or 

to ferry Venetians to events such as weddings and funerals. 


ERADITIONAL 
VENETIAN GONDOLA 


Jerro (symbol of 6 


black lacquer 
city districts below finish 


a doge’s cap, 


passenger forcola) 
2 


i) gondolier 
rou'lock ’ gy 
q 


yam RARE : ite 
frame hippocampus ss, 
(sea horse) ornament / 


TRAD) TONNE 
GONG FROM 
BORNEO 


able (a good wash). 6 a not 

less than (waited a good hour’. 

b considerable im number, quality, 
etc. (a good many people). 7 beneficial 
(good for you). 8 a valid, sound (a good 

reason). b financially sound (hts credit is good). c (usu. 
foll. by for) US (of a ucket) valid. 9 in exclamations 
of surprise (good heavens! ). 10 right, proper, expedi- 
ent (thought tt good to have a try). 1% fresh, eatable, 
untainted. 12 (sometimes patronizing) commend- 
able, worthy ( your good lady wtfe. good men and true; m 
good man). 13 well-shaped, attractive (has good legs) 
14 in courteous greetings and farewells (good morn- 
ing). @ n. I (only in sing) that which is good; what 
is beneficial or morally right (only good can come of it: 
did it for your own good). 2 (only in sing.) a desirable 
end or object (a future good }. 3 (in pl.) a Law movable 
property or merchandise. b Br. things to be trans- 
portecl. e (prec. by the) collog. what one has under- 
taken to supply (esp. deliver the goods). d (prec. by the 
slang the real thing; the genuine arucle. 4 (treated as 
pl.; prec. by the) virtuous people. @ adv. .V. Amer. collog. 
well (dome pretty good). Q as good as practically 
he as good as told me). as good as gold extremely 
well-behaved. be (a certain amount) to the 
good have as net profit or advantage. do good 
show kindness, act philanthropically. do a person 
good be beneticial to. for good (and all) finally. 
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Good Book 


permanently, good and collog. used as an intensi- 
fier before an adj. or adv. (raining good and hard). 
good for 1 able to perform; inclined for (good jor 
a ten-mile walk). 2 able to be trusted to pay (2s good for 
£10). good for you! (or him!, her!, etc.) an exclam- 
ation of approval towards a person. good on you! 
(or him! etc.) esp. Austral. & NZ= good for you! have 
a good mind sce inp, have the goods on a 
person s/ang have information about a person 
which may be used to his or her detriment. have 
a good time enjoy oneself. in a person’s good 
books see noox. in good faith with honest or 
sincere intentions. in (or on) good form see Goon 
rorM, in good time 1 with no risk of being late. 
2 (also all in good time) in due course but with- 
out haste, make good 1 make up for, compensate 
for, pay (an expense). 2 fulfil (a promise); effect 
(a purpose or an intended action). 3 demonstrate 
the truth of (a statement). 4 gain and hold (a pos- 
iuon). 5S replace or restore (a thing lost or 
damaged). 6 (abyol.) accomplish what one intended. 
to the good having as profit or benefit. [Old 
English god, from Germanic] 0 goodish ad). 

Good Book ». (prec. by the) the Bible. 

good breeding ». correct manners. 

goodbye (('S also goodby @ i/. expressing good 
wishes on parting, ending a telephone conversa- 
tion, etc., or said with reference to a thing discard- 
ed or irrevocably lost. @ 1, | p/. goodbyes or CS also 
goodbys) the saying of ‘goodbye’; a parting; 
a farewell. [contraction of God he with you!) 

good company 7. 1 a pleasant companion. 2 a 
suitable associate or group of friencts. 

good faith 7. sincerity of intention. 

good form 7. what complies with current social 
conventions. G in good form in a state of good 
health or training, on good form playing or 
performing well: in good spirits. 

good-for-nothing e@ ad). worthless. @ 7. a worthless 
person. 

Good Friday ». the Friday before Easter Sunday. 
commemorating the Crucifixion, 

good-hearted 7. kindly, well-meaning. 

good humour /. a genial mood. 

good-humoured ad). genial, 
Oo good-humouredly «di. 

goodie var. of Goopy n. 

good job ». Brit. a fortunate state of affairs 
(2's a good job you came early). 


cheerful, amiable. 


good-looker »). a handsome or attract- 
ive person. 

good-looking «dq. handsome; 
attractive. 

good luck e #1 good fortune. 
2 an omen of this, @ w/, an excla- 
mation of well-wishing. 

goodly ad). (goodlier. goodliest; 1 avhai 
comely. handsome. 2 considerable in size 
or quantity. 

good money 7. 1 moncy that might ca have 
been spent elsewhere. 2 collog. high wage 

good nature ». a friendly clisposition. 

good-natured «dj. kind, patient: easygoing. 0 good- 
naturedly ad: 

goodness e 1. 1 virtuc: excellence, esp. moral. 
2 kinclness thad the goodness to wail). 3 what is bene- 
ficial in a thing (iegetables with all the goodness bailed 
oul. @ mt. tas a subsbtunon for “God 
surprise. anger, Cl 


expressing 


goodnight ini. ¢xpressing good wishes on parting 
at meht or bedtime. 

goodo «i. Ansfal. & No 

goods and chattels ».//. all kinds of personal 
preperty 


= «oon ad. 10 


good-tempered «dj. having a good temper: nol 
easily annoyed. 0 good-temperedly avi: 

good-time a/fri).ad). recklessly pursuing pleasure. 
O good-timer 

good times »,/)/, a period of prosperity 


on 


goodwill 7. 1 kindly feeling. 2 the established repu- 
tation of a business etc. as enhancing its value. 
3 cheerful consent or acquiescence; readiness, zeal. 

(good will) the intention and hope that good 

will result. 

good word 7. (often in phr. put in a good word 
for; words in recommendation or defence. 

good works »./)/. charitable acts. 

goody e 7. (also goodie) (pi. -ies) 1 Brit. collog. 
a good or favoured person, esp. a hero in a story, 
film, etc. 2 (usu. in pl.) something good or attract- 
ive, esp. to eat. 3 = Goovy-Guopy. 1. @ mt. expressing 
childish delight. 

goody-goody colloy. @ n. ( p/. -ies) a smug or obtru- 
sively virtuous person, @ adj. obtrusively or smugly 
virtuous, 

gooey adj. igooier, gooiest) co/log. 1 viscous, sticky. 
2 sickly, sentimental. 

goof \/ange@ n. 1 a foolish or stupid person. 2 a mis- 
take. @ 2. 1 ¢ bungle. 2 int: blunder. 3 inf (often 
foll. by off) idle. [from medieval Latin gufus “coarse’] 

goofy adj. goofier, goofiest) s/ang 1 stupid, silly, 
daft. 2 haying or displaying protruding or crooked 
front teeth. 0 goofily ad:. goofiness n. 

googly 2. (pl. -ies) Cricket an off-break ball bowled 
with apparent leg-break action. [20th-century 
coinage] 

goolie 7). (also gooly) ( p/. -ies) (usu. in pi.) Brit. slang 
a testicle. 

goon 7. slang 1 a stupid or playful person. 2 esp. 
\. Amer. a ruffian hired by racketeers ete. to terror- 
ize pohtucal or industrial opponents. 

goop v7. Bril. s/ang a stupid or fatuous person. [20th- 
century coinage] O goopy adj. \goopier, goopi- 
est), goopiness i. 

goosander ». a large diving duck, ergs merganser, 

with a narrow serrated bill. 


.S 


DB WALLRIOWL. 


goose @ 1. | //. geese) 1 a < any 


the family Anatidae, with short 
legs, webbed feet, and a broad bill. 
b the female of this (opp. 
1). c the flesh of a goose as food. 
2 rollog. a simpleton. 3 (pl. gooses) a 
tailor’s smoothing iron, having a handle 
like a goose’s neck. @ itr slang poke (a 
person) in the hottom, [Old English 

oy, from Germanic] 
gooseberry 1. (//. -ies; 1 a round 
edible yellowish-grecn berry with a 
thin usu. translucent skin enclosing 
seeds ina juicy flesh. & revi. 2 the 


GANDIR 7, 


thorny shrub, Ribes grossularia, 
SOKO EE bearing this fruit. 3 Brit. collog. 
CHINESE. an unwanted extra person (esp. 
GANDER 


in phr. play gooseberry). 


> goose bumps 1j)/. .\. 
= GOOSL-PELSH. 


Ame. 


goose egg ))..\. 

goose-flesh ». (als: goose pimples 7.//. or goose- 
skin) a pimply state of the skin with the hairs erect, 
produced by cold. fright, ct 

goosefoot ». ( //. -foots) any plant of the 
genus Chenopodium, having leaves shaped 
like the foot of a goose. 


Amer a zero score in a game. 


goose pimples see Goost-fisi, 

goose-skin sce Goosi-tisil. 

goose-step e@ #/, a miltlary marching step 
in which the knees are kept sul. @ vant: 
march in this way. 

gopher /goh-fer/ 7». 1 (in full pocket 
gopher) any burrowing rodent of the family 
Geomvidac. native to N. America, having 
foocd-pouches on the checks. 2 \. clmen a 
ground squirrel. 3 an full gopher tortoise, a 
tortoise, Gopherus poliphemus, native to the south- 
ein US. | ]6th-century comage| 

Gordian knot 7. 1 an intricate knot. 2.a difficult 
problem or task. a cut the Gordian knot solve 


of various large waterbirds of 


go-slow 


a problem by force or by evasion. [named after 
Gordius, kmg of Phrygia, who tied an intricate knot 
finally cut by Alexander the Great] 

gore! n. blood that has been shed, esp. when clotted. 
[Old English gor ‘dung. dirt’] + 

gore? utr pierce with a horn, tusk, etc. [Middle 
English] 

gore® ex. 1 a wedge- shaped piece in a garment. 
2 a triangular or tapering piece in an umbrella etc. 
e wi, shape (a garment) with a gore. [Old English 
gara ‘triangular piece of land’] 

Gore-Tex 7. propr. a synthetic breathable water- 
proof fabric used for outdoor clothing. 

gorge e 7. 1 ¥ a narrow opening between hills. 
> river. 2 an act of gorging. 3 the contents of the 
stomach. @ v. 1 intr, feed greedily. 2 t& a (often refi.) 
satiate. b clevour greedily. 0 one’s gorge rises at 
one is sickened by. [from Latin gurges ‘whirlpool’] 


, steep-sided mountain 


rever vorge 


GORGE: SLCTION THROUGH A GORGE 
CUT BY X RINER 


gorgeous ad). 1 richly coloured, sumptuous. 2 collog. 
very pleasant, splendid (gorgeous weather). 3 collog. 
strikingly beautiful. [from Old French gorgiay ‘fine, 
clegant’| 0 gorgeously adz. 

gorget 7. 1 his/. aa piece of armour 
for the throat. > vkmotx. ba woman's 
wimple. 2» a patch of colour on the 
throat of a bird, msect, etc. [from 
Old French gorgete| 

gorgon 7. 1 (in Greek myth- 
ology) each of three snake-haired 
sisters (esp. Medusa} with the power 
to turn anyone who looked at 
them to stone, 2 a frighten- 
ing or repulsive person, esp. 

a WOE. 

Gorgonzola n. a type of 
rich cheese with bluish-green 
veins. & CHirs.. [from Gorgon- 
zola, a village in Italy, where 
it was originally made| 


gorgel 


GORGET OF A 
CONGO PEAFOWL 


(Afroparo congensis) 


gorilla 7. 1 the largest anthropoid ape, Gorilla gorilla. 
native to central Africa, having a large head, short 
neck, and prominent mouth, > prin. 2 collog. 
a heavily built man of aggressive demeanour. 
[name adopted (1847) from Gurillai, the Greek 
name of an African tribe noted for hairiness] 

gormless adj. esp. Brit. culiog. foolish, lacking sense. 
[based on chalect gaum “understanding’| 0 gorm- 

lessly adi. gormlessness 1. 
gorse 7. 4 any spiny yellow-flowered 

shrub of the genus Uvex. (Old Eng- 
lish gorsi!}] 0 gorsy ad). 

gory ad). \gorier, goriest) 1 involy- 
ing bloodshed; bloodthirsty (@ gory 

film). 2 covered in gore. 0 gory 

details joc. explicit details. 
O gorily adi. goriness 1. 
gosh ini. expressing sur- 
prise. [cuphemism for Gop] 
goshawk 7. a large short- 

winged hawk, Aecipiter gentilis. 

[Old English] 

gosling 7”. a young goose. 

Old Norse géslingr] 

go-slow 1. Bril. a form of indus- 
trial action in which employees 
deliberately work slowly. 


{from 


GORSE 
(Uley parviflorus) 


gospel 


GOTHIC 


Gothic architecture flourished from the mid- 
into the 16th century, when many of Europe 
cathedrals were under construction. Gothic buildings are 
characterized by pointed arches, flying buttresses, rib 
vaults, and ornamental stone tracery. Such features are 


often complemented by high-quality 
stained glass and 
sculpture. 


north 
lower 


gargoy ip gah »~ 


two-light 
windor' 


west rose 
window - 


hing’s 
gallery —— 


! main —— 
entrance 


row of 7 
sdttltes 


gospel n. 1 the teaching or revelation of Christ. 
2 (Gospel) a the record of Christ's life and teach- 
ing in the first four books of the New Testament. 


b each of these books. e a portion from one of 


these read at a service. 3 (also gospel truth) a 
thing regarded as absolutely true (fake my word as 
gospel). 4a principle one acts on or advocates. 5 {in 
full gospel music) black American evangelical 
religious singing. [Old English gadspel “good news’] 

gospeller n. (U/S gospeler) the reader of the 
Gospel in a Communion service. 

gossamer e 7. 1 a filmy substance of small spiders’ 
webs. 2 delicate filmy material. 3 a thread 0 
gossamer. @ adj. light and flimsy as gossamer. 
[Middle Enghsh] 0 gossamered ad). 

gossip e 7. 1 a unconstrained talk or writing esp. 
about persons or social incidents. b idle talk; 
groundless rumour. 2 an informal chat, esp. about 
persons or social incidents. 3 a person who indulges 
in gossip. @ v.intr (gossiped, gossiping) talk or 
write gossip. [earlier in sense ‘godparent: from 
Old English godsibb ‘person related to one in God’| 
0 gossiper 7. gossipy @). 

gossip column 7. a section of a newspaper de- 
voted to gossip about well-known people. o gossip 
columnist 1”. 


gossip monger 7”. 4 perpctrator of gossip. 
got past and past part. of cur. 
Goth 7». 1 a member ol 
invaded the Roman Empire in the 3rd dth c. 
2: goth) aa style of rock music derived from punk 
often with apocalyptic or mystical lyrics. b a 
member of a subculture favouring black clothing. 
white and black make-up, metal jewellery. and goth 
music. [from Greek Go(t)/ho7, from Gothic} 
Gothic e@ adj. 1 of ihe Goths or their language. 
2 A in the siyle of architecture prevalent in 
W. Europe in the 12th-16th c., characterized 
by pointed arches. 3 (of a 
rene ete mt style poputar 
in the 18th 19th c., with 
supernatural or horrifymg 
events. 4 barbarous, un- 


a Germanic tribe that 


’s greatest 


slender 
column 


ss 


GOUGE: CARPENTER’S GOUGE 


12th century [Ou oHhiey 


Spire 


roof of 


sanctuary 


qh. 


fp 


\ south 


couth. 5 Printing (of type) old-fashioned German, 
black letter. or sans serif. en. 1 the Gothic lan- 
guage. 2 Gothic architecture. 3 Printing ¥ Gothic 
type. O Gothically ad, Gothicism 7, Gothicize 
al @ intr (also -ise). 


Kepner ber Brelieh ques 
A principio creautkus 


GOTHIC TYPE FROM A 1L5STH-CENTURY 
GERMAN BiBLi 


gotten ('S pas! part. of Grr. 

gouache /goo-ahsh/ 7. 1 ¥ a method of painting 
in Opaque pigments ground in water and thickened 
with a glue-like substance. 2 these pigments. 3 a 
picture painted in this way. [from Italian guazzo| 


white 
gouache 


TPORAL 


GOUACHE USED TO EMPHASTZ1 
PNA) WEN COL (PP AENTGIN GS 


Gouda ». a flat round usu. Dutch cheese with a 
yellow rind. [from Gouda, a town i the Nether- 
lands, where it was originally made| 

gouge e 7. 1 <a chisel with a 
concave blade, used in carpentry, 
~uliteeeo 2 on 

indentation or groove made 
with or as with this. @ w/z 
1 cut with or as with a gouge. 


concave blade . 


sculpture. anid WN 


roof of 


ambulatory 


Jbying 


buttress 


govern 


GOTHIC WINDOWS 


TWO-LIGHE 
WINDOW 


south rose 
windou' 


GEOMETRIC 
TRACERY 


TRACERS 


Tred) 


transept \ stone CUTAWAY VIEW OF A 13TH-CENTURY GOTHIC 
<a 2 \ LAr pr) = 
[he \ a pointed arch tracery =~ CATHEDRAL (NOTRE DAME, PARIS, FRANCE) 
Hebe 
TIMELINE 
4050 4100 1150 4200 1250 4300 1350 1400 4450 4500 1550 


2 a (foll. by out) force out (esp. an eye with the 
thumb) with or as with a gouge. b force out the eye 
of (a person). [from Late Latin gubia] 0 gouger 1. 

goujons /goo-j6nz/ pi, Brit. deep-fried strips 
of chicken or fish. [French| 

goulash 7. a highly-seasoned Hungarian soup 
or stew of meat and vegetables, flavoured with 
paprika. [from Hungarian gulyas “herdsman? + Ads 
‘meat’ | 

gourd 7. 1 aa fleshy usu, large fruit with 
a hard skin. b any of various climbing 
or trailing plants of the family Cucur- 
bitaceae bearing such a_ fruit. 
2 > the hollow hard skin of a 
gourd, dried and used as a drink- 
ing vessel, water container, orna- 
ment, etc. [from Latin cucurbita| 
gourmand /goor-mand/ 7. 1a 
glutton, 2 disp. a gourmet. [from 


Old French] 


m Usage The use of gourmand 
in sense 2 is considered mcor- 
rect by some people; it is there- 
fore preferable to use gourmet. 


i 
i 


gourmandise /2oor-mahn- 


deez/ 7. gluttony. GOURD: 

gourmet /goor-may/ @ 7. a con- FRADITIONAL 

noisseur of good food, having a AFRICAN 
WATER 


discerning palate. @ aitrihad). 1 of 
a kind standard suitable for 
gourmets. 2 of or relating to a gourmet. [French., 
literally ‘wine-taster’| 


CON EAENER 
or 


gout 7”. 1 a disease with inflammation of the smalle 
joints, esp. the toe, as a result of excess uric acid 
salts in the blood. 2 a a drop, esp. of blood. 
b a splash or spot. [from Latin gulta ‘drop’, with 
reference to the medieval theory of the flowing 
down of humours] 6 gouty ad). 

govern Lm rele ome 
conduct the policy and affairs of. 2 a (influence o1 
determine ,a person or a course of action). b intr. bx 
the predominating influence. 3 4. be a standard on 


compe} with atithnoreny 


governance 


principle for; constitute a law for; serve to decide 
a case (a case). 4 tr check or control (esp. passions). 
5 tr. Gram. (esp. of a verb or preposition) have (a 
noun or pronoun or the case of these) depending 
on it. [from Latin gubernare ‘to steer, rule’] 0 gov- 
ernable ad). governability n. 

governance #7. 1 the act or manner of governing. 
2 the office or function of governing. 3 sway, control. 

governess 7. a woman employed to teach children 
in a private household. 

governessy adj. characteristic of a governess; prim. 

governing body 7. the body of managers of an 
institution. 

government 7. 1 the act or manner of governing. 
2 the system by which a state or community is 
governed. 3 a a body of persons governing a state. 
b (usu. Government) a particular ministry in 
office. 4 the State as an agent. O governmental 
adj. governmentally ado. 

government issue ad. ('S (of equipment) provided 
by the government. 

government pension sce piNsion! 7. La. 

government surplus 7. unused cquipment sold 
by the government. 

governor 7. 1 a ruler. 2 a an official governing a 
province, town, etc. b Brit. a representative of the 
Crown in a colony. 3 the executive head of each 
state of the US. 4 an officer commanding a fortress 
or garrison. 3 the heacl or a member of a govern- 
ing body of an institution. 6 Bri. the official in 
charge of a prison. 7 Br. slang a one’s employer. 
b one’s father. e collog. (as a form of address) 
sir. 8 .Afech. an automatic regulator control- 
ling the speed of an engine etc. 0 gov- 
ernorate 7). governorship 71. 

Governor-General 7. (//. Gover- 
nors-General) the representative of 
the Crown ina Commonwealth coun- 
try that regards the British Monarch 
as head of state. 

gown e 7. 1 a loose flowing gar- 
ment, esp. a long dress worn by a 
woman. 2 the official robe of an 
alderman, judge, cleric, member of 
a university, etc. 3 a protective overall worn by 
a surgeon, a hospital patient, etc. 4 the members of 
a uniyersity as distinct from the permanent resi- 
dents of the university town. @ 7./7, (usu. as gowned 
adj.) attire in a gown. [from Late Latin gunna ‘fur 
garment | 

goy 2. (p/. goyim or goys} s/ang offens. a Jewish name 
for a non-Jew. [from Hebrew goy ‘people, nation’} 
D goyish adj. also goyisch). 

GP abbr. 1 general practitioner. 2 Grand Prix. 

Gp. Capt. ab). (in the RAF) Group Captain. 

GPO «abbr. 1 Bri. Gencral Post Office. 2 US Govern- 
ment Printing Office. 

GPS abbr. Cilobal Positioning System, an accurate 
worldwide navigational and surveying facility based 
on the recepuon of signals from an array of orbit- 
ing satellites. 

gr abbr. ialso gr.) 1 gramis;. 2 grain(s). 3 gross. 4 grey 

grab e (grabbed, grabbing, 1 & a scizc 
suddenly. b capture, arrest. 2 & take greedily on 
unfanly. 3 @: s/ang attract the attention of. impress. 
4 int: (foll. by at; snatch at. 5 intr. (of brakes) act 
harshly or jerkily. @ 7. La sudden clutch or attempt 
to seize, 2 a mechanical device tor clutching, 
Db ixcwu. 3 the practice of grabbing. 0 up for 
grabs s/ane reacily obtamable or available; on offer. 
[from Middle Dutch grabhen| 0 grabber n 

grab bag ..\ mer a lucky dip. 

grabby ad). collog. tencling to grab: greedy, grasping, 

grab handle ». (also grab rail etc.) a handle or rail 
etc. to steady passengers 1n a moving vehicle. 

grace @ 7. 1 esp. in elegance ol 
proportion or manner or movement; gracefulness 
2 courteous good will :had the erare to apologize). 3 an 
attractive feature: an accomplishment (social graces) 
4a in Christian belief: the unmerited favour of 


attractiveness, 


GRACKLE: COMMON 


(Quiscalus quiscula) 


graft 


God; a divine saving and strengthening influence. 
b the state of receiving this, ¢ a divinely given 
talent. 5 goodwill, favour ( fall from grace). 6 delay 
granted as a favour (a year’s grace). 7a short thanks- 
giving before or after a meal. 8 (Grace) (in Greek 
mythology) each of three beautiful sister goddesses, 
bestowers of beauty and charm. 9 (Grace) (prec. 
by His, Her, Your) forms of description or address for 
a duke, duchess, or archbishop. @ v.7 add grace to; 
enhance or embellish; confer honour on (a vase 
graced the table; graced us with his presence). O with good 
(or bad) grace as if willingly (or reluctantly). 
[based on Latin gratus ‘pleasing’| 
grace and favour attribadj. Brit. designating a 
house etc. occupied by permission of a sovereign etc. 
graceful adj. having or showing grace or elegance. 
0 gracefully adi. gracefulness 7, 
graceless adj. lacking grace or elegance or charm. 
oO gracelessly adv. 
grace note 7. an extra note as an embellishment. 
gracile adj. slender; esp. Anthropol. (of hominid 
species) of slender build. {from Latin gracils ‘slender’ | 
gracious e adj. 1 indulgent and beneficent to infer- 
iors. 2 (of God) merciful, benign. 3 characterized 
by elegance and usu. wealth (gracious grandeur, gra- 
cious rooms). @ uit. expressing surprise. D graciously 
adv. graciousness 7. 
gracious living 7. an clegan( way of life. 
grackle 7. 1 < any of various 
orioles, esp. of the genus 
Quiscalus, native to Amer- 
ica. 2 any of various 
mynahs, esp. of the genus 
Gracula, native to Asia. 
[from Latin graculus jackdaw’| 


gradate 7. 1 v.intr. G I. pass or 
cause to pass by gradations 
from one shade to another. 

2 f@ arrange in steps or 
grades of size etc. 

GRACKLE gradation 7. (usu. in p/.) 1a 
stage of transition or ad- 
vance. 2 aa certain degree in 
rank, intensity, merit, divergence, etc. b arrange- 
ment in such degrees. 3 (of paint etc.) the gradual 
passing from one shade, tone, etc. to another. 
4 Philol. ablaut. [from Latin gradatio| 

grade e». 1 aa certain degree in rank, merit, profi- 
ciency, quality, etc. b a class of persons or things of 
the same grade. 2 a a mark indicating the quality 
of a student's work. b Brv. an examination, esp. in 
music. 3 .N. Amer a class in school. 4 a a gradient 
or slope. b the rate of ascent or descent. @ wv. 1 & 
arrange in grades. 2 intr. pass gradually between 
eracles, or into a grade. 3 ¢ give a grade to (a stu- 
dent). 4 & blend so as to affect the grade of colour 
with tints passing into each other. o make the 
grade collog. succeed; reach the desired standard. 
(from Latin gradus ‘step’ 

grader 7. 1 a person or thing that grades. 2 (in 
comb.) N. Amer a pupil of a specified grade in a 
school (sixth-grader). 

grade school 7. (5 elementary school. 

gradient 7. 1 esp. Bri/. a a stretch of road, railway, 
etc. that slopes. b the amount of such a slope. 2 the 
rate of rise or fall of temperature, pressure, etc. in 
passing Irom one region to another. 

gradual aq). 1 taking place or progressing slowly or 
by degrees. 2 not rapid or steep or abrupt. [based 
on Latin gradu ‘step’| 0 gradually adi. gradual- 
ness 7 

gradualism #. a policy of gradual reform rather 
than sudden change or revolution, 0 gradualist n. 

graduand « &Br/. a person about to reccive an 
academic degree. 

graduate e 7. 1 a person who has been awarded 
an academic degree (also afin: graduate student). 
2 .\. Ame. a person who has completed a course 
of study. @ « 1 int. a take an academic degree or 
WN. Amer) a high school diploma. b (toll. by from) 


be awarded a degree of a specified university. 
c (foll. by m) be awarded a degree in a specified 
subject. 2 t N. Amer, confer a degree, diploma, etc. 
upon; send out as a graduate from a university etc. 
3 intr. a (foll. by to) move upsto (a higher grade of 
activity etc.). b (foll. by as, im) gain specified qualifi- 
cations. 4 ¢, mark out in degrees or parts. 5 tr 
arrange in gradations; apportion according to a 
scale. 6 inir. (foll. by into, away) pass by degrees. 
[from medieval Latin graduari ‘to take a degree’) 

graduated pension 7. (in the UK) a system of 
pension contributions by employees in proportion 
to their wages or salary. 

graduate school 7. N. Amer. a department of a 
university for advanced work by graduates. 

graduation 7. 1 the act or an instance of graduat- 
ing or being graduated. 2 a ceremony at which 
degrees are conferred. 3 each or all of the marks 
on a vessel or instrument indicating degrees of 
quantity etc. 

Graeco- /greek-oh/ comb. form (also Greco-) 
Greek; Greek and. 

graffiti e n.p/. (sing graffito) inscriptions or draw- 
ings scribbled, scratched, or sprayed on a surface. 
@ utr (graffitied) 1 cover (a surface) with graffiu. 
2 write as graffiti (graffitted initials). (Italian, literally 
‘scratches’| 0 graffitist 7. 


a Usage Graffiti is, in formal terms, a plural noun 
and as such should be used with a plural verb. This 
rule 1s straightforward when referring to individual 
inscriptions, e.g. The graffiti were aggressive and insult- 
ing. The singular form in such examples is graffito, 
c.g, The graffito on the tombstone said simply ‘fim’. It is 
wrong to use the plural form graffit? as a smgular in 
such contexts, e.g. The most common graffi is ‘Vive 
le row’. An alternative to graffito is prece of graffiti, e.g. 
We sax’ an amusing prece of graffiti. However, the most 
common use of graffiti is as a collective or mass 
noun, referring to iscriptions in general or en 
masse. As such, this word is usually found with 
a singular verb, e.g. Graffiti is an increasing problem. 
Most people find this use natural,and acceptable. 


graft'e n. 1 Bol. a ¥ a shoot or scion inserted into a 
slit in a stock, from which it receives sap. b the 
place where a graft is inserted. ¢ an instance or the 
process of inserting‘a shoot or scion. 2 Surgery a a 
piece of living tissue, organ, etc., transplanted 
surgically. b an instance or the process of doing 
this. 3 Brit. slang work (esp. in phr. hard graft). 
ev. 1 & a insert (a scion) as a graft. b insert a graft 
on (a stock). 2 imix insert a graft. 3 tr Surgery trans- 
plant (living tissue). 4 f; (foll. by im, on) insert or fix 
(a thing) permanently to another. 5 intr, Brit. slang 
work hard. [from Greek graphion ‘stylus’] 0 grafter n. 


GRAFT 


In many woody and herbaceous plants, a 
budded stem (scion) may be grafted on to 
a rootstock (stock) of another species or 

| cultivar. Cells in the cambial layers of the 
two plants bond, creating a composite 
plant with more desirable characteristics. 


WHIP-AND-TONGUE GRAFT 


scion 
cambial / 
bridge 
stock 


PRESH GRAFT BONDED GRAFT 


graft 


GRAIN 


Grain crops (cereals) are the most important 
of all the world’s foods and have been culti- 
vated since ecarhest times. Grain kernels are 
typically rich in starch, protein, and oil, while 
the husk contains vitamins and fibre. If kept 

| dry, grains can be stored for months or years. 


WHEAT 
(Triticum vulgare) 


POT BARLEY 
(Hordeum vulgare) 


graft? collog. @ n. 1 practices, esp. bribery, used 
to secure illicit gains in politics or business. 2 such 
gains. @ winir seek or make such gains. [)9th- 
century coinage} O grafter 7. 

Grail 7. (in full Holy Grail) (in medieval legend) 
the cup or platter used by Christ at the Last Supper, 
and im which Joseph of Arimathea received Christ's 
blood at the Cross, esp. as the object of quests 
by medieval knights. [from medieval Latin gradalis 
‘dish | 

graine 7.1 Aa fruit or seed of a cereal. 2 a (collect.) 
wheat or any allied grass used as food. > ur.ss. 
b (collect.) their fruit. e any particular species of corn. 
3 aa small hard particle of salt, sand, ctc. b a 
discrete particle or crystal, usu. small, in a rock or 
metal. 4 the smallest unit of weight in the tov 
and avoirdupois systems, equal to of a 
pound troy and “mm of a pound avoirdupois 
(approx. 0.0648 grams). 5 the smallest possible 
quantity trol a grain of truth in it). 6 a roughness of 
surface. b Pholog. a granular appearance on a 
photograph or negative. 7 the texture of skin, 
wood, stone, fabric, ctc. 8 a a pattern of lines of 
fibre in wood or paper. b lamination or planes of 
cleavage iu stone, coal, etc. 9 nature, temper, 
tendency. @ .. Ld paint in imitation of the grain of 
wood or marble. 2 ¢, give a granular surface to. 3 tr 
& inl. form into grains. 0 against the grain (oficn 
in phr. go against the grain) contrary to onc’s 
natural inclination or feeling, [from Latin gianund 
0 grained adj. jalso m comb). 


grainy ad. (graimier. grainiest) 1 granular 
2 resembling the grain of wood. 3 Photog having 
a granular appearance. 0 graininess /. 

grallatorial adj. Jvol. of or relating to long-legged 
wading birds. [based on Latin grallator ‘stult-walker | 

gram ». (also Bri/. gramme) a metric unit of mass 
equal to one-thousandth of a kilogram, [from Greek 
granma “small weight | 

egram cmb. form forming nouns denoung a 
thing written or recorded (anagram: epigram). [from 
or suggested by Greek gamma ‘thing written’| 
0 -grammatic oh, form forming adjectives. 

graminaceous dd). of or like grass; grassy. [based 
on Latin gramen -inis “grass | 

graminivorous adj. feeding on grass, cereals, ctc 


grammar 1. 1 the study or rules of a language's | 


inflections or other means of showing the rclation 
between words. 2 application of the rules of gram- 


mar (had grammar). 3 a book on grammar. 4 the , 


elements or rudiments of an art or science. 3. Bri. 
collog. = Grammar scuoo.. [from Greek grammatthé 
(kine, (art) of letters’ | 

grammarian 77. an expert in grammar or hnguis- 
tics; a philologist. 

grammar school 2. B7i/. esp. his!. a selective state 
secondary school with a mainly academic cur- 
riculum. 


EXAMPLES OF 
DRIED GRAINS 


WILD RICE 
(<izania aquatica) 


ONTS 
(Avena sativa) 


MAIZE (CORN) 
(Zea mays) 


MILLET 
(Panicum miliaceum) 


grammatical adj. of or conforming to the rules 
of grammar, or to the formal principles of an art, 
science, etc. [from Greek grammatikos| 0 grammat- 
icality 7. grammatically ad. 

gramme 5yi/. var. of Gran. 

gramophone 7. = cod Piwnr. [formed by inver- 
sion of phonogram, a sound recording] 0 gramo- 
phonic ad. 

gramophone record see recor 7. 3. 

grampus 7. (//. grampuses) | ¥ a dolphin, Gram- 
pus griseus, with a blunt snout and long pointed 
black flippers. 2 the killer whale, [from Latin crassus 
pisets “fat fish’| 


4 


— pointed ponDS 
‘flippers (Gramps eiseus) 


gran 7. collog. grandmother. 

granadilla var. of crinaviti.s, 

granary 7. (//. -ies) 1 a storchouse for threshed 
grain. 2 a region producing, and esp. exporting, 
much corn. 3 propr a type of brown bread or flour 
containmg whole grains of wheat. |from Latin 
wananium| 

grande “id. 1 a splendid, imposing, dignified. b sol- 
emn or lofty in conception or expression; noble. 
2 main (grand slaircase). 3: Grand, of the highest 
rank (Grand Vizier). 4 collog. excellent, enjoyable (had 
a grand linc). 5 displaying opulence (he grand folk at 
the manor). 6 (in comb.) in family relationships, denot- 
ing the second degree of ascent or descent (grand- 
daughter). @n, V=orvprino, 2 (pl same) (usu. in pl. 
lang a thousand dollars or pounds. [from Latin 
grandis “Tull-growi’| 0 grandly adv. grandness i. 

grandad 1. (also granddad) col/oq. 1 grandfather. 
2 an elderly man. 

grandchild ». ( //. -children) a child of one’s son 
or daughter. 

granddaughter ». a female grandchild. 

grand duchy 7. a state ruled by a grand duke 
or duchess. 

grand duke ». (also grand duchess) a prince 
(or princess) or noble person ruling over a territory. 

grandee 7. 1 a Spanish or Portuguese nobleman 
of the highest rank. 2 a person of high rank or 
eminence, [from Spanish & Portuguese grande] 

grandeur /grand-yer/ 1. 1 majesty, splendour: 
dignity of appearance or bearing. 2 high rank. 
eminence. 3 nobility of character. {French, literally 


‘greatness | 


granny flat 


grandfather 7. a male grandparent. 0 grand- 
fatherly adj. 

grandfather clock 7. a clock ina tall free-standing 
wooden case, driven by weights. > chock 

Grand Guignol 7. a dramatic entertainment of a 
scnsational or horrific nature, originally as 
performed at the Grand Guignol theatre in Paris. 
[| Guignol was the bloodthirsty chief character in a 
French puppet show resembling Punch and Judy] 

grandiflora adj. bearing large flowers. [modern 
Laun| 

grandiloquent ad. 1 pompous or inflated in 


language. 2 given to boastful talk. [alteration of 


Latin grandiloguus| 0 grandiloquence n. grand- 
iloquently adi. 

grandiose ad. 1 producing or meant to produce 
an imposing effect. 2 planned on an ambitious 
or magnificent scale. [French from Italian grandioso] 
O grandiosely ad. grandiosity 7. 

grand jury 7. csp. US Law a jury sclected to exam- 
inc the validity of an accusation prior to trial. 

grandma 7. col/og. grandmother. 

grand mal /eron mal/ 2. a scrious form of epi- 
lepsy with loss of consciousness (often attrib: grand 
mal seizure), (French, literally ‘great sickness’ | 

grandmama 2. archaic collog. = Gk\NDM). 

grand master 7. 1 a chess player of the highest 
class. 2 (Grand Master) the head of a military 
order of knighthood, of Freemasons, etc. 

grandmother ». a female grandparent. o grand- 
motherly «d). 

grandmother clock ». a clock like a grandfather 
clock but in a smaller case. 

Grand National 7. a steeplechase held annually 
at Aintree, Liverpool, UR. 

grand opera 7. opera on a scrious theme, or in 
which the entre libretto is sung, 

grandpa un. collog. grandfather. 

grandparent //. a parent of one’s father or mother. 

grand piano 7». a large full-toned piano with hori- 

zontal strings. [> PLANO 

Grand Prix /grahn pree/ ». (//. Grands 
Prix pronunc. same) any of several impor- 
tant imternational motor or motoreycle racing 
events. {French, literally “great or chief prize’ 

grandsire 1. avhaic grandiather. 

grand slam #. 1 Bridge the winning of 13 tricks. 
2 the winning of all of a group of major cham- 
pionships or matches mn a sport. 

grandson 7. a male grandchild. 

grandstand 7. the main stand for spectators at 
a racecourse etc. & RACECOL RSI 

grand total 7. the final amount after everything 
is added up; the sum of other totals. 

grange 7. 1 Ari. a country house with farm build- 
ings. 2 arhaie a barn. [from medieval Latin granica 
(villa) “grimary | 

graniferous adj. producing grain or a grainlike 
seed. [based on Latin granum ‘grain’| 0 graniform 
ad). 

granite 7, 1 » a granular 
crystalline igneous rock 
of quartz, mica, feldspar, 
ete, used for building. 
> icMous. 2 a deter- 
nuned or resolute qual- 
ity, attitude, ctc. [from 
Italian granito, literally 
‘erained’| Oo granitic ad). 
granitoid ad). S n. 

granivorous adj. {ecd- 
ing on grain. O grani- 
vore #/. 

granny 2. (also grannie) (//. -ies) collog. grand- 
mother. 


GRANITE; 
PORPHYRITIC 
GRANITE 


granny flat 1. also granny annexe) Bri/. par 
of a house made into self-contained accommeocla- 
tion for an elderly relative. 


G 


granny knot 


granny knot 7. <a reef knot crossed 
the wrong way and therefore insecure. 
D KNOT 
grant e 2./ 1 a consent to fulfil 
(a request etc.) (granted all he 
asked). b allow (a person) to have 
{a thing). c (as granted adj.) Bri. 
collog. apology accepted. 2 give 
formally; transfer legally, 3 (often 
foll. by that + clause) concede, 
esp. as a basis for argument. 
en. 1 the process of granting or a 
thing granted. 2 a sum of money given by the 
State. 3 Law a legal conveyance by written instru- 
ment. 0 take for granted 1 assume something 
to be truce or valid. 2 cease to appreciate through 
familiarity. [from Old French gr(ejanter] O grantee 
n. (esp, in sense 2 of 2). granter 7. grantor n. (esp. 
in sense 2 of 2). 


GRANNY 
KNOT 


grant aid 1. a grant by central government to local 
government or an institution. 

Granth /oviint/ x. (in full Granth Sahib) W the 
sacred scriptures of the Sikhs, [Hindi literally 
‘book, code’] 


GRANTH: 20TH-CENTURY INDIAN 
Gt RU GRANTH SAHIB 


grant-in-aid 1. ()/. grants-in-aid) = «k\Ni vp. 

grant-maintained adj. (of a school) funded by 
central rather than local government, and self- 
governing. 

gran turismo 1), = Gl. 

granular adj. 1 of or like grains or granules. 2 hay- 
ing a granulated surface or structure. 0 granular- 
ity 2. 

granulate ©. 1 t: © ini form into grains (granulated 
sugar). 2 tr. roughen the surface of. 3 intr tof a 
wound ctc.) heal, join. 6 granulation », granu- 
lator 7. 

granule 7. a small grain. [from Late Latin granulum| 

grape 7”. 1 a berry growing in clusters on a vine, 
used as fruit and in making wine. 2 (prec. by fhe) 
rolloy. wine. [from Old French grape “bunch of 
grapes | 0 grapey ad). \also grapy). 

grapefruit 7. (p/, samc) a large round yellow citrus 
fruit with an acid juicy pulp. © cikts rerun. [from 
orAM + irtrt, probably because the fruits grow in 
clusters] 

grape hyacinth ». va plant of the genus Masear 
dily family), with clusters of usu. blue flowers. 


TAG NaN NPL a t 


GRAPH 


GRASS 


The grass family contains some 9,000 


grassland 


MAIN TYPES OF GRASS 


specics, including both terrestrial and . ! 
aquatic species. No other plant family has 
been so successful in colonizing a +) 
broad range of habitats across Rec SS : = 
the world. Most grasses have é fedty fret) ~ i 
inconspicuous flowers that ; . ' 
are wind-pollinated. Certain / " ; 
species (the cereals) are culti- ne 
vated as food crops; others 
are employed in horticulture. HEA | cae «i Cpe 
EXTERNAL _ ae Bie wie “hae ie ae 
FEATURES OF , (Trticum aestivum) (Avena sterilis) 
COUCH GRASS f | ere 
(Agropyron repens) 
lamina — > 
thlade) 
o sheathing 
leaf base 
round. 
hollow stem aa “ BAMBOOS RLLDS 
-— (.trundinaria giant reed 
rool 


grapeseed oil 1. oil extracted from the residue 
of grapes. 

grapeshot 7. /7\/. small balls used as charge in 
a cannon and scattering when fired. 

grapevine »). L any of various vines of the genus [7/. 
2 collog. the means of transmission of a rumour. 

graph e ». a diagram showing the relation between 
usu. two variable quantities. each measured along 
one of a pair of axes, e¢./7 plot or trace on a graph. 
{abbreviation of graphic formula] 

-graph comb. form forming nouns meaning: 1 a thing 
written or drawn etc. ina specified way (autograph). 
2 an instrument that records \setsmograph. 

graphic e «i. 1 of or relating to the visual or de- 
scriptive arts, esp. writing and drawing, 2 yivictly 
descriptive. 3 = GrypHicat. @ vm. a product of the 
graphic arts (cf Grvwines 1, 3b). [from Greek 
graphikos| 0 graphically ad:. graphicness ». 

graphical adj. 1 of or im the form of graphs (see 
ory). 2 graphic, O graphically ad. 

graphical user interface 7. a visual means ol 
interacting with a computer, using items such as 
windows and icons. 

graphic arts 7,f/. the visual and technical arts 
involving design. writing, drawing, printing, etc. 
a graphic artist ». 

graphic equalizer 7. a device for the separate 
control of the strength and quality of selected 
frequency bands. 

graphic novel ». an adult novel published in 
comic-strip format. 

graphics »./i/, (usu. treated as sig. except in sense 
3h) 1 the products of the graphic arts. 2 the use 
of diagrams in calculation and design. 3 tim full 
computer graphics; Compiling a the use 
of computers linked to monitors to gen- 
erate and manipulate visual images. 

b the visual imaves produced. 
graphite 7.» a grey crvstallme allo- 
tropic form of carbon used as a lu- 
bricant. in pencils, etc. & aorkorn., 
[based on Greek graphem “to write | 
graphology 2. the stucdy of 
handwriting, esp. as a supposed 
guide to character, G grapho- 
logical «/). graphologist 1 


GRAPHITE 


nilida) 


(Adrundo donaa) 


graph paper n. paper printed with a network 
of lines as a basis for drawing graphs. 
grapnel 1. 1 a device with iron claws, attached to a 
rope and used for dragging or grasping. 2 a small 
anchor with several flukes. [from Old French grapon| 
grappa 7. a brandy distilled from the fermented 
residue of grapes ee they have been pressed in 
winemaking, {Italian, ‘grape stalk] 
grapple e «1 mr (often foll. by wth) hyht at close 
quarters or in close Combat. 2 intr. (foll. by wath) try 
to manage a difficult problem etc. 3 /x a grip with 
the hands; come toglose quarters with. b seize with 
or as with a grapnel. @ n. 1 aa hold or grip in or 
as in wrestling. b a contest at close quarters. 2 a 
cluiching-instrument. (from Old French grapil ‘litle 
hook’| 0 grappler 7. 
grappling hook », = ck wit. |. 
grappling iron 7. = Grypnui. |. 
grasp ev. 1 /: a clutch at; seize greedily. b hold 
firmly; grip. 2 int: (foll. by a/) try to seize: accept 
avidly. 3“ understand or realize (a fact or mean- 
ing). @ n. 1 a firm hold; a grip. 2 «foll. by of) 
a imastery (a grasp of the situation). b a mental hold 
(a grasp of the jact\). 0 grasp at a straw (or at 
straws) sce sik. grasp the nettle Bn/. tackle 
a difficulty boldly. [Middle English] 6 graspable 
adj. grasper 1. 
grasping adj. avaricious, greedy. O graspingly adv. 
graspingness 1. 
grass en. 1 ada plant of the family Gramineae, 
with long narrow leaves, jointed stems, and spikes 
of small wind-pollinated flowers, including cereals, 
reeds, and bamboos. b vegetation consisting of 
usu, short plants of this family. 2 pastureland. 3 a 
lawn. 4 s/ang marijuana. 5 Brit. slang an informer. 
e@ «1 & cover with turf. 2 m@% US provide with 
pasture. 3 Bril. slang a tr. betray, esp. to the 
police. b inf: inform the police. a at grass 
1 grazing. 2 out of work, on holiday, etc. out 
to grass 1 out to graze. 2 in retirement. [Old 
English] 0 grassy ad). \grassier, grassiest). 
grasshopper 7. a jumping and chirping 
plant-eating insect of the order Orthoptera. 
CE ORT HOPTLR AN 


grassland pn. a large open area of country 
covered with grass, esp. one used for grazing. 


grass roots 


GRAVITY 


In 1687 Sir Isaac Newton postulated his 
theory that a gravitational force acts upon 
all matter that has mass. Furthermore, the 
force between two objects depends not only 
upon their physical mass but also upon the 
distance between them. Thus, if the Moon 


had twice its actual mass (as shown below), 
the gravitational force between the Earth 

and the Moon would be twice as large as 

at present. If the Moon were also half its 
actual distance from the Earth, the force 

of gravity would be four times as large. 


HOW GRAVITY CHANGES WITH MASS 


TWICE 


grass roots 7.f/. 1 a fundamental level or source. 
2 ordinary people; the rank and file of an organ- 
ization, esp. a political party. 

grass skirt 1. a skirt made of long grass and leaves 
fastened to a waistband. 

grass snake 7. 1 Bri/. a common Eurasian snake, 
Natrix natrix, greenish-brown or greenish-grey with 

a yellow band around the neck. 2. Amer. the 

common greensnake, Opheodrys vernalis. 

grass widow /?. (asc. grass widower) a person 
whose hushand (or wife) is away for a prolonged 
period. 

grate! ». 1 #7 reduce to small shreds by rubbing on a 
serrated’surface. 2 inér (often foll. by against, on) rub 
with a harsh scraping sound. 3 ¢ utter in a harsh 
tone. 4 mtr, a sound harshly. b :ofien foll. by om have 


an irritating effect. 5 f grind (one’s teeth). 6 dlr (of 


a hinge etc.) creak. [from Old French grate7] 

grate? n. 1 the recess of a fireplace or furnace. 2 a 
metal frame confining fuel in a fireplace etc. > rirt- 
pict. [from Latin cratis “hurelle’} 

grateful ad). 1 feelmg or showing gratitude. 2 pleas- 
ant, acceptable. [based on obsolete grate ‘pleasing, 
from Latin gratus| 0 gratefully adi. gratefulness 1. 

grater 7. a device for reducing cheese or other food 
to small shreds. 

graticule n. a series of fine Lines or fibres incorp- 
orated in an optical instrument as a measuring 
scale or as an aid in locating objects. [from Latin 
craticula “gridiron’| 

gratify 1/7, (-fies, -fied; 1 a please, delight. b please 
by compliance; assent to the wish of. 2 yield to 
(a feeling or desire). [from Latin gratificari ‘to do a 
favour to’] 0 gratification n. gratifier n, gratify- 


ing ad). gratifyingly adv. 


gratin 7. Cookery 1 a light browned crust usu. of 


breadcrumbs or melted cheese. 2 a dish cooked 
with this (cf Au GRATIN). 
grating! ad. 1 sounding harsh or discordant. 
2 having an irritating effect. 0 gratingly ade, 
grating” n. 1 a framework of parallel or crossed 
metal bars. 2 Optics a set of parallel wires, lines 
ruled on glass, ete.. for producing spectra by dif- 
fraction. 
gratis ad: 
‘by favour’ 
gratitude 7. being thankful; readiness to return 
kindness. [based on Latin gratus ‘thankful’| 
gratuitous adj. 1 given or done free of charge. 
2 uncalled for; lacking good reason. [fren Laun 
gratuilus “spontaneous | 0 gratuitously adv. gra- 
tuitousness /. 


& adj. without charge. [Latin, literally 


ITS ACTUAL MASS 


_ Earth gravitational distance gravitational Winer 
pull on Earth constant pull on Moon 
ACTUAL FORCE OF GRAVITY 
BETWEEN EARTH AND MOON 
_ Earth gravitational distance gravitational Moon 
_ pull doubles constant 


pull doubles (> 
FORCE OF GRAVITY TF MOON WERE 


twice the mass 


gratuity 7. (//. -ies) a tip. [from medieval Latin 
gratuilas “eilt | 

graunch winl & tr. Brit. collog. make or cause to 
make a crunching or grinding sound. 

gravadlax var. of GRwvLax. 

gravamen 7. (//. gravamens or gravamina) 
1 the essence or most serious part of an argument. 
2 a grievance. [Late Latin, literally ‘inconvenience’ 

grave! /erayv/n. 1 aa trench dug in the ground to 
receive a coffin on burial. b the place where some- 
one iy buried. 2 (prec. by ée) death. o turn in 
one’s grave (of a dead person) be likely to have 
heen shocked or angry if still alive. [Old English] 

grave’ e adj. /grayv/ 1 a serious, weighty (a grave 
matter). b dignified, solemn, sombre (@ grave look). 


2 extremely threatening ( grave danger\. 3 /erahy / (of 


sound) low-pitched, not acute. en. /grahy/ = ori 
veckN1, [from Latin gravis “heavy, serious’| 0 grave- 
ly adv. graveness n. 

grave® /erayv/ itt | past part. graven or graved 
1 \foll. by a, on) fix mdehbly (on one’s memory; 
2 archaw engrave. [Old English gvafan * to cig, engrave ‘1 

grave accent /grahy/ n. a mark (’) placed over 
a vowel in some languages to denote pronunciation, 
length, etc., originally indicating low or falling 
pitch. 

gravedigger 7. a person who digs graves. 

gravel e 7. 1 a a mixture of coarse sand and small 
water-worn or pounded stones, used for paths 
and roads and as an aggregate. b Geol. a stratum 
of this, 2 Ved. aggregauons of crystals formed 
in the urinary tract. @ v./: (gravelled, gravelling; 
US graveled, graveling) 1 lay or strew with 
gravel, 2 perplex, puzzle, nonplus. [from Old 
French gravel(e) “litle shore’ 

gravelly adj. 1 off like, or containing gravel. 2 (of a 
voice) deep and rough-sounding. 

graven /as/ part. of RW! ts 

graven image /. an idol. 

graveside n. the ground at the edge of a grave. 

gravestone 7. a stone marking a grave. 

graveyard #. a burial ground. 

gravid adj. lierary or Qool. pregnant, carrying cges 
or young. (from Latin grazidus| 

gravimeter 7. an instrument for measuring the 
diflerence in the force of gravity from one place 
to another. 

gravimetry 7. the measurement of weight. 0 gravi- 
metric «ij. 

graving dock 7. = pk) pock. 

gravitas n. solemn demeanour; seriousness. [Latin] 


grease 


gravitate cinir 1 (foll. by fo, towards) move or be 
attracted to (some source of influence). 2 a move 
or tend by force of gravity towards. b sink by or 
as if by gravity. [from modern Latin gravitare] 

gravitation 1. Physiws 1 a force of attraction 
between any particle of matter in the universe and 


any other. 2 the effect of this, esp. the falling of 


bodies to the Earth. o gravitational ad). gravita- 
tionally ad. 

gravitational constant 7. the constant in New- 
ton’s law of gravitation relating gravity to the 
masses and separation of particles (symbol G). 

gravitational field 7. the region of space sur- 
rounding a body in which another body experi- 
ences a force of attraction. 

gravity 7. 1 a < the force that attracts a body 
towards the centre of the Earth or towards any 
other physical body having mass. b the degree of 
intensity of this measured by acceleration. ¢ gravi- 
tational force. 2 the property of having weight. 3 a 
importance, seriousness. b solemmity, sobriety; ser- 
ious demeanour. [from Latin gravitas ‘weightiness | 

gravity feed x. the supply of material by its fall 
under gravity. 

gravlax 7. (also gravadlax) a Scandinavian dish 
of dry-cured salmon marinated in herbs. [Swedish, 
from grav ‘trench’ + /ax ‘salmon’, from the former 
practice of marinating salmon in a hole in the 
ground] 

gravure 7. = vioTOGRWURt. 

gravy 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the juices exuding from meat 
during and after cooking. 2 sauce for food, made 
from these ete. [Middle English] 

gravy boat 7. a boat-shaped vessel for serving 
gravy. 

gravy train 7. slang a source of easy financial 
benefit. 

gray! n. Physics the SI unit of the absorbed dose 
of ionizing radiation, corresponding to one joule 
per kilogram. [named after L. H. Gray, English 
radiobiologist, [905 65] 

gray” U'S var. of oky. 

graybeard (Svar. of Griybrarn. 

grayling 7. 1 W any silver-grey freshwater fish of 
the genus 7hymallus, with a long high dorsal fin. 2 a 
butterfly, Aipparchia semele, having wings with gre, 
undersides and bright eye-spots on the upper side. 


high 
dorsal fin 


GRAYLING (Thymallus thymallus) 


graze! vy. 1 intr: (of cattle etc.) eat growing grass, 
2 tr, a feed (cattle etc.) on growing grass. b feed on 
(grass). 3 intr pasture catue. 4 ind: collog. a eat snacks 
or small meals throughout the day. b flick rapidly 
between television channels. ¢ casually sample 
something. [Old English] 0 grazer n. 

graze’ e». I #7. scrape (the skin) so as to break the 
surface but cause little bleeding. 2 a ¢ touch lightly 
in passing. b mir, (foll. by against, along, etc.) move 
with a light passing contact. @ 7. an act or instance 
of grazing; the result of grazing, 

grazier 7. 1 a person who feeds catde for market. 
2 Austral. a large-scale sheep farmer or cattle 
farmer. 0 graziery n. 

grazing 7. 1 in senses of crvi.4 2%. 2 grassland suit- 
able for pasturage. 

grease ey, 1 oily or fatty matter. esp. as a lubricant. 
2 the melted fat of a dead animal, @ z/; smear or 
lubricate with grease, o grease the palm of rv/log. 
bribe. like greased lightning co/loy. very fast. 
Jbasecdlon Latin erassus “fat. thick’] 


G 


grease gun = 


grease gun 

n.® a device for 
pumping grease under 
pressure to a particular 
point. 


greasepaint 7, a waxy 
composition used as 
make-up for actors. 

greaseproof aij. esp. of 
paper) impervious to the 
penetration of grease. 

greaser 7. 1 slang a 
member of a gang of 
youths with long hair : 
and riding motorcycles. GREASE 
2 US slang offens. a Mexican — al 
or Spanish American. 

greasy «dj. ‘\greasier, greasiest) 1 a of or like 
grease. b smeared with grease. e containing or 
having too much grease. 2 (of a person or manner) 
smarmy. 0 greasily adv. greasiness 7. 

greasy spoon ». ¢o//og, a cheap café or restaurant 
serving fried foods. 

great e aij. 1 aof a sizc, amount, extent, or inten- 
sity considerably above the average (made a great 
hole). b also with implied surprise, contempt, ete. 
vou great idiot!. look at that great wasp). © remlorcing 
other words denoting size ete. (a great many). 2 pre- 
emiment; worthy or most worthy of consideration 
the great thing ts nol to get caught). 3 grand, imposing 
ta great occasion’. 4 a esp. of a public or historic 
figure; distinguished. b the Great, as a utle denot- 
ing (he most important ..l/fred the Greats. 5S aol a 
person) remarkable in ability, character, etc. (a gical 
fhinken. b of a thing) outstanding of its kind (hr 
Greal Five. 6 Soll. by al, on) skilled, well informed. 
7 doing a thing habitually or extensively (@ great 
rader. 8 also greater: the lai2r of the species ete. 
(gieat auki\. 9 Greater) (of a city etc.) including 
adjacent urban areas (Greater Manchester,. 10 collog. 
a very enjoyable or satisfactory wad a great time). 
b qas an exclamation) fine, very good. 11 in comb, 
denoting one degree further removed upwards 
or downwards ( vreal-unele). @ na great or Outstand- 
ing person or thing. @ ade. collog. excellently, well, 
successtully, o great and small all classes or types. 
the great and the good olten ron. distinguished 
and worthy pcople. to a great extent largely. 
[Old Enghsh] o greatness 1. 

great ape 7. any of the large apes of the family 
Pongiclae, closely related to humans. 

Great Britain 7. England, Wales, and Scodand., 

great circle 7. any circle on the surface of a sphere 
which hes in a plane passing through the sphere’s 
centre and represents the shortest distance between 

any two points on the circle. 


orease 
canister — 


plunger — 


greatcoat ». a long heavy overcoat. 


Great Dane ». ¥ 4 clog of a very 
large short-haired breed. 


GREAT DANE 


greatly adi by a considerable amount; much, 

Great Russian /)/s/,@ 7. Ta Russian. 2 the Russian 
language. @ ad). Russian. 

great tit, a Murasian songbird. Parus major, with 
black and white head markings 


Great War wv. the First World Win 19OEE 18 


in heated propagators. display 
In summer, blinds can shell 
be used to shade plants 
from cireet sun, and 
| automatic vents fitted ( 
aaler reservoir — H 


greave 7. (usu. in p/.) a picce of armour for the shin. 
> armovr. [from Old French greve ‘shin, greave’| 

grebe 7. any <living bird of the family Podici- 
pedidac, with a long neck, lobed toes, and almost 
no tail. [from French] 

Grecian /gree-shan/ adj. (of architecture or facial 
outline) following Greek models or ideals. [based 
on Latin Graecia ‘Greece’ 

Greco- var. of GR vco-. 

greed 7. intense or excessive desire, esp. for food 
or wealth, 

greedy adj. \greedier, greediest) 1 having or 
showing greed. 2 (foll. by for, or fo + infin.) very keen 
or eager. [Old English] o greedily ad. greedi- 
ness //. 

Greek e 7. 1 a a native or national of modern 
Greece; a person of Greek descent. b a native or 
citizen of any of the ancient states of Greece. 
2 the Indo-European language of Greece. @ ad). 
of Greece or its people or language. [from Greek 
Gratkoi, according to Aristotle the prehistoric namc 
of the Hellenes] o Greekness ». 

Greek cross 7. a cross with four equal arms. 

greene ad). 1 of the colour between blue and yellow 
in the spectrum, coloured like grass etc. 2 a covered 
with leaves or grass. b mild and without snow 
(a green Christmas). 3 tof fruit etc. or wood) unripe 
or unscasoned. 4 not dried, smoked, or tanned. 
5 inexperienced, gullible. 6 a (of the complexion: 
sickly-hued, b jealous, envious. 7 young, flourishing. 
8 not withered or worn out (a green old age). 9 (also 
Green: concerned with or supporting protecuon 
of the environment as a political principle. @ 7. 1a 
green colour or pigment. 2 green clothes or mater- 
ial. 3 aa piece of common grassy land (z2/lage green). 
b uw grassy area used for a special purpose ( putting 
green). © Golf a fairway, & cou, 4 (in pl.) green vege- 
tables. 5 (also Green) a member or supporter of an 
environmental group or party. 6 (in p/.) Brit. slang 
sexual intercourse. 7 s/ang low-grade marijuana. 
8 slang money. 9 green foliage or growing plants. 
eof, & inh. make or become green. O green in a 
person’s eye a sign of gullibility (do you see any green im 
my eye). [Old English] 0 greenish ad. greenness n. 

greenback 1. 1 (Sa US legal-tender note; the US 
dollar. 2 any of various green-backed annals. 

green belt ». an area of open land round a city. on 
which building is restricted. 

green card 7. 1 8r/. an international insurance 
document for motorists. 2 CS a permit allowing 
a foreign national to live and work permanently 
inthe US. 


GREENHOUSE 


A ereenhouse is valuable for 
overwintering frost-tender 
plants in cool climates. In 
addition, plants may he 
raised from seed or from 
cutlings 1 open trays or 


shading 
Alinds 


to control air circula- poe 
5 Boag for irrigation 
tion and humidity. In 
winter. a fan heater 
is useful for main- 
taining suitable 
temperature levels. 


syd 


hays af 
seedlings 
and cuttings 


UAE TRS toe LHe 
LSP GN EIS Mee Nose 17) 
GRLINILOUST 


pots sunk 
into sand 


thermometer 


greenmail 


green crop 7. Byi/. a crop used as fodder in a green 
state rather than as hay etc. 

green drake 7. Bri. the common mayfly. 

greenery 7. green foliage or growing plants. 

green-eyed dj. jcalous. 

green-eyed monster 7. (prec. by /he) jealousy. 

green fee 7. Golf (US also greens fee) a charge 
for playing one round or session on a course. 

greenfield 2. (atirih.) (of a site) having no previous 
building development on it. 

greenfinch 7. » a 
finch, Garduelis chloris, 
with green and yellow 
plumage. 

green fingers 7/,/)/. 
Brit. skull in grow- 
ing plants. 


greenfly 2. (//. 
same or -flies; Brit. 
a green aphid, 

greengage 77. a 
roundish green 
fine-flavoured 
variety of plum. 
Jnamed after Sir W. Gage. 1657 1727} 

greengrocer 7. /r/. a retailer of fruit and vege- 
lables. O greengrocery 1. ( p/. -1es). 

greenhorn 7. an inexperienced or foolish person; 
a new reeruil. 

greenhouse 7. ¥ a light structure with the sides 
and roof mainly of glass, for rearing plants. 

greenhouse effect 7, the trapping of the Sun’s 
warmth in the lower atmosphere caused by high 
levels of carbon cioxide and other gases. & GLOBAL 
WARMING. 


GREENFINCH 
(Carduelis chloris) 


greenhouse gas 7. any of various gascs, esp. 
carbon dioxide, that contribute to the greenhouse 
effect. ‘ 

greening //. 1 the process or result of making some- 
thing green or becoming green. 2 the planting 
of trees ete. in urban or desert ateas. 3 the process 
of becoming or making aware of or sensitive to 
ecological issues. 9 

greenkeeper 7. (US also greenskeeper) the 
keeper of a golf cotrse. 

green light ». 1 a green light used as a signal to 
proceed on a road etc. 2 collog. permission to go 
ahead with a project. 

greenmail 1». Slock Exch. the practice of buying 
enough shares in a company to threaten a takeover, 
thereby forcing its.owners to buy them back at a 


automatic 


vent \ 
nt opened 


ete: 


hanging 
havket 


eleetrit 
wockels 


heated 
propagatoi 


wwnhier 
sippy 


fan heater 


— £TOWING 
bag 


—~ watering 
can 


green manure 


higher price in order to retain control of the busi- 
ness. [on the pattern of blackmail] a greenmailer /. 

green manure 7. srowing plants ploughed into 
the soul as fertilizer. 

Green Paper 7. (in the UK) a preliminary report 
of Government proposals, for discussion. 

green pepper 7. the unripe fruit of Capsicum 
annuum. 

green pound 7. the exchange rate for the pound 
used in payments for agricultural produce in 
the EU. 

green revolution 7. 1 an increase in crop produc- 
tion in developing countries. 2 a rise of environ- 
mental concern in industrialized countries. 

green room 7. a room in a theatre, etc. im which 
performers may relax when they are not 
on stage, etc. 

greensand 7. 1 » a greenish kind 
of sandstone, often imperfectly 
consolidated, 2 a stratum largely 
formed of this sandstone. 

greens fee U/S var. of Green ree. 

greensick adj. affected with 
chlorosis, 0 greensickness n. 

greenskeeper US var. of creen- 
KEELE, 


GREENSAND 


green-stick fracture n. a bone- 
fracture, esp. in children, in which one side of the 
bone is broken and one only bent. > raacruri 

greenstone 7. I a greenish igneous rock containing 
feldspar and hornblende. 2 a variety of jade found 
in New Zealand. 

greensward 1. archaic or literary 1 grassy turf. 2 an 
expanse of this. 

green tea x. tea made from steam-dried, not fer- 
mented, leaves. 

green thumb 7. = Groen rincers. 

Greenwich Mean Time /gren-ich/ 1. (also 
Greenwich Time) the local time on the meridian 
of Greenwich, used as an international basis of 
time-reckoning. [from Greenzeich in London, former 
site of the Royal Observatory] 

Greenwich meridian 1. the meridian of 
longitude, passing through Greenwich. 

greenwood 7. a woodland in summer. 

greet! uf 1 address politely or welcomingly on 
meeting or arrival. 2 receive or acknowledge in 
a specified way. 3 (of a sight etc.) become apparent 
to or noticed by. [Old English grélan ‘to handle, 
attack, salute’| O greeter 1. 

greet? ninir. Sc. weep. [Old English] 


ZCTO 


greeting 7. 1 the act or an instance of welcoming 
or addressing politely. 2 words, gestures, etc., used 
to greet a person. 3 (often in fl.) an expression 
of goodwill. 

greetings card 1. (US greeting card) a dec- 
orative card sent to convey greetings. 

gregarious ad. 1 fond of company. 2 living in 
flocks or communities. [basecl on Latin grex gregis 
‘flock’| 0 gregariously adi. gregariousness /. 

Gregorian calendar 7. the calendar mtroduced 
in 1582 by Pope Gregory NII. 

Gregorian chant 7. plainsong church music, 
named after Pope Gregory I. 

gremlin 1. col/oy. an imaginary mischievous sprite 
regarded as responsible for mechanical 
faults. (2Uth-century coinage | 

grenade 7.» 1 a small bomb 
thrown by hand (in full hand 
grenade) or launched mech- 
anically. 2 a glass receptacle 
containing chemicals which 
disperse on impact, for test- 
ing clrains, extinguishing fires. 
etc. [from Spanish granada 
‘pomegranate | 


striker 


explosive 


chambei 


body 


GRENADE: CROSS-SEGIION ©] 
WorLD Wak IT BRITISH “MULLS BoB’ 


grenadier 7. 1 Bri. (Grenadiers or Grenadier 
Guards) the first regument of the royal household 
infantry. 2 hist. a soldier armed with 
erenades, 

grenadilla n. (also granadilla) 
> a passion fruit. [from Spanish 
granadilla Vutle pomegranate’ 

grew past of Grow. 

grey (US gray) e adj. 1 of a colour 
intermediate between black and 
white. 2 a (of the weather etc.) dull, 
dismal. b bleak; (of a person) de- 
pressed. 3 a (of hair) turning white 
with age etc. b (of a person) having 
grey hair, 4 anonymous, uniden- 
uhable. ev. Daa gies colo on pig- 

ment. b grey clothes or material 

(dressed in grey). 2 a grey or white horse. @ .1, & 

intr. make or become grey. [Old English] 
Q greyish adj. greyly adv. greyness n. 
grey area 7/. a situation or topic not read- 

ily conforming to an existing set of rules. 

greybeard 7. (US graybeard) 1 an old man. 


2 dial. = OLD MAN'S BLARD. 


i 


Grey Friar 7, a Franciscan friar. 

grey goose 7. any goose of the genus Anser, with 
mainly grey plumage. 

greyhound ji. a dog of a tall slender breed capable 
of high speed. [Old English] 

greylag n. (in full greylag goose) a wild goose, 
Anser anser, native to Europe. []8th-century coinage] 

grey market 7. unofficial trade esp. in unissued 
shares or in scarce goods. 

grey matter 7. 1 the darker tissues of the brain 
and spinal cord. > munina. 2 collog. intelligence. 

grey seal 7. a common large seal, Halichoerus grypus, 
of the N. Atlantic. > rinniprp 

grey squirrel 7. an American squirrel, Scirus 
carolitensis, introduced into Europe in the 19th c. 
D PREY, RODENI 

grey water 7. household waste water from baths, 
sinks, washing machines, etc. (cf Back warkk). 

grid 7. 1 a framework of spaced parallel bars: 
a grating, 2 a system of numbered squares printed 
on a map and forming the basis of map references. 
3 a network of lines, electric power connections, 
ete. 4a pattern of lines marking the starting places 
on a motor racing track. 5 an arrangement of town 
streets in a rectangular pattern. [back-formation 
from Gripiron| Oo gridded ad). 

griddle e #. a circular iron plate placed over a fire 
or otherwise heated for baking ete. @ 2/7 cook with 
a sriddle. {from Latin craticula ‘ericiron’| 

gridiron 7. 1 a cooking wensil of metal bars for 
broiling or grilling. 2 = cain 5, [Middle English] 

gridlock 1». 1 a traffic jam affecting a whole 
network of intersecting streets. 2 = pLapioce 7. J. 
o gridlocked «dj. 

grief 1. 1 deep or intense sorrow or mourning. 2 the 
cause of this. 3 collog. trouble; annoyance. 0 come 
to grief meet with disaster. good (or great) grief! 
an exclamation of surprise etc. [fron: Old French] 


grievance 7. a real or fancied cause for complaint. 
[from Old French grevance “‘mjury’] 
grieve ¢. 1 / cause grief or great distress to. 2 intr. 
sullui grief, esp. at anothers death. 
{based on Latin grazis “heavy | 
grievous adj. 1 (ol pain etc.) severe. 
2 causing grief. 3 mjurious. 4 fla- 
grant, heimous. O grievously 
adv. grievousness i. 
pin grievous bodily harm 1. 
Law’ serious mjury inflicted 
intentionally, 
griffin x. (also gryphon 
a fabulous creature with an 
eagle's head and wines and 
a hon’s body. & Cortwinas. 
[from Greek grups] 


percussion 
cap 


—~ fuse 


GRENADILLA: PURPLE, 
PASSION FRUTI 
(Passiflora edults) 


grip 


griffon 7. 1 a dog of a small terrierlike breed with 
coarse or smooth hair, 2 (in full griffon vulture) 
a large vulture, Gyps fudvus of Eurasia and N. Africa. 
(sense 1: French] 
grig 7. 1 a small eel. 2 a grasshopper or cricket. 

[Middle English} o merry (or lively) as a grig 

full of fun; extravagantly lively. 

grill'e 7. 1 a Brit. a device on a cooker for 
radiating heat downwards. b= cripiron 1. 
2 food cooked on a grill. 3 (in full grill 
room) a restaurant serving grilled food. 
@ v1 & & int Bri. cook or be cooked 
under a erill or on a gridiron. 2 i, G intr. 
subject or be subjected to extreme heat, 
esp. from the Sun. 3 & subject to severe 
questioning or interrogation. [from Old 

French] 0 grilling z. (in sense 3 of u,). 

grill? var. of crite. 

grille n. (also grill) 1 a grating or latticed screen, 
used as a partition or to allow discreet vision. 
2 = kapiaTor GRILL. {from medieval Latin graticula, 
crakicula ‘gridiron’} 

grilse 7. a salmon that has returned to fresh water 
alter a smgle winter at sea, [Middle English] 

grim «dj. (grimmer, grimmest) I of a stern or 
forbidding appearance. 2 harsh, merciless, severe. 
3 ghastly, joyless (hay a grim truth in it). 4 unpleasant, 
unattractive. O like grim death with great deter- 
mination. [Old English] 0 grimly adv. grimness n. 

grimace e 7. a distortion of the face made in dis- 
gust etc. or to amuse. @ viniz make a grimace. 
(based on Spanish gruma ‘fright’ | 

grime e 7). soot or dirt ingrained in a surface. @ w./7; 
blacken with grime. [originally as a verb: from 
Middle Dutch] o grimy ad). (grimier, grimiest). 
griminess 7. 

grin e v. (grinned, grinning) 1 int: smile broadly 
showing the teeth. 2 ¢; express by grinning, @ x. the 
act or action of grinning. 0 grin and bear it take 
pain or misfortune stoically. [Old English] 0 grin- 
ningly ade. 

grind e v. (pas/ and pay! part. ground) 1 a @7 reduce 
to small particles or powder by crushing, b int: 
(of a machine ctc.) move with a crushing action. 
2 a ty reduce, sharpen, or smooth by friction. 
b tr. G intr. rub or rub together gratingly. 3 / (often 
foll. by down) oppress, wear down (grinding poverty). 
4 intr a (often foll. by aay) work or study hard. 
b (foll. by out) produce with effort. ¢ (foll. by on) (of 
a sound) conunue gratingly. 5 / turn the handle of 
(a barrel organ etc.). 6 dlr slang (of a dancer) rotate 
the hips. @ 7. 1 the act or an instance of grinding. 
2 collog. hard dull work {the daily gnnd). 3 the size 
of ground particles. G grind to a halt stop labori- 
ously. {Old English] 0 grindingly adv. 

grinder 7. 1 a person or thing that grinds, esp. 
a machine (coffee grinder). 2 a 
molar tooth, 

grindstone 7. 1 & a thick 
revolving disc used for 
grinding, sharpen- 
ing, and polish- 
ing. 2 a kind 
of stone used 
for this. O keep 
one’s nose 
to the grind- 
stone = work 
hard and con- 
unuously, 


‘eve’ to 


hold shafi 


gringo 1. (/)/. -os) 
collog. a foreigner, 
esp. a Britsh or N. 
American person, in 
a Spanish-speaking 
country. — [Spanish, 
literally “gibberish’| 
grip @ 7. (gripped. gripping) 1 a /: grasp tightly, 
b wt take a firm hold, esp. by friction. 2 t jot a 
feeling or emotion, deeply allect (a person. 3 t 
compel the attention or interest of ya gripping lar) 


GRINDSTONE fOR 
MULLING ELOUR 


gripe 


en. 1 aa firm hold; a tight grasp or clasp. b a 
manner of grasping or holding. 2 the power of 
holding attention, 3 a mental or intellectual under- 
standing or mastery. b effective control of a situa- 
tion (lose one’s grip). 4 a a part of a machine that 
grips or holds something. b a part by which a tool, 
weapon, etc., is held in the hand. 5 = narcew. 6 a 
travelling bag. 7 an assistant in a theatre, film 
studio, etc. d come (or get) to grips with begin to 
deal with or understand. get a grip 1 (foll. by on) = 
come to grips with. 2 (in full get a grip on oneself | 
control or discipline oneself. [Old English gnpe 
‘handlul’] o grippingly ade. 

gripe e¢. 1 intr collog. complain. 2 & affect with 
gastric or intestinal pain. @ 7. 1 (usu. in pl.) gastric 
or intestinal pain; colic. 2 col/og. a a complaint. 
b the act of griping. {Old English] 0 griper 7. 

gripe water 1. Bri/, prop. a solution to reheve colic 
etc. m infants, 

grisaille /vriz-ayl/ n. a method of painting in grey 
monochrome, often to imitate sculpture. [French, 
based on gris “grey’| 

grisly adj. (grislier, grislest) causing horror, 
disgust, or fear. [Old English gris/te ‘terrifyine’| 
O grisliness 1, 

grist 7. 1 corn to grind. 2 malt crushed for brewing. 
O grist to the (or a person’s; mill a source 
of profit or advantage. [Old Enghish| 

gristle 7. tough cartilaginous animal tissue. [Old 
English] 0 gristly «dj. 

grite 7. 1 particles of stone or sand, esp. as causing 
discomfort, clogging machinery, etc. 2 coarse sancl- 
stone. 3 collog. pluck, endurance. @ 7. (gritted, grit- 
ting) 1 /. spread grit on \icy roads etc.). 2 & clench 
the teeth). 3 inn make a graung sound. [Old 
English] o gritter 7». grittiness n. gritty ad). 
grittier, grittiest). 

grits n.p/. I (treated as sing. or pl.) esp. CS. a coarsely 
eround gram. esp. corn. b = Howry. 2 outs 
that have been husked but not ground (or only 
coarsely). [Old English] 


grizzle :.intr Brit. collog. 1 jesp. of a child cry fret- 


fully. 2 complain whiningly. [1 8th-century comage | 
O grizzler n. grizzly adj. 
grizzled ac). 
{from earher grizzle 
‘grey’ 


having, or streaked with. grey hair. 
carey’: from Old French gm 


grizzly e ad. .grizzlier. grizzliest; 
grey, greyish, grey-haired. @ x. (pl. 
-ies) (in full grizzly bear) <a large 
variety of brown bear. found in 
N. America. 
groan e 2. I a ifr, make a decp 
sound expressing pain, grief, or 
disapproval, b fx utter with 
groans. 2 intr (usu. [oll by 
under. heneath. rith\ be loaded 
or oppressed. @ 7, the sound 
made aim groaning. [Old 
English, related to Grin] 
D groaner 1, 


groat 7. 1 Aisi. a silver coin 
worth four old pence. 2 archat 
a small sum (don! care a great). 
[originally in sense “great, 1c. 
thick (penny): from Midelle 
Dutch grou/| 
groats 1./)/. hulled or crushed 
grain, esp. oats. [Old English] 
Gro-bag SEE GROWBAG. 
grocer 7. a dealer in food 
and household provisions. 
[Middle Enghsh and Anglo- 
‘a person whe sells in the gross’ | 


GRIZZLY BEAR 
Crus arctay horribiliss 


French Lrayye 
grocery /. \ pl. -ies) 1 shop. 
2 in pi.) provisions, esp. food, sold by a grocer, 


a grocer’s rade or 


grockle 1. Brit. dial. & slang a visitor o1 
maker, exp. from the North or 
Eneland. [20th-century coinage | 


holicday- 
Miclanels to SW 


grog 7. a drink of spirit anigmally rum) and water. 


groggy ad). (groggier, groggiest) muzzy or un- 
steady from being semi-conscious, hungover, ete. 
0 groggily adi. grogginess n. 
groin'e 7. 1 the depression between the belly and 
the thigh. 2 Archil. a an edge formed by intersecting 
vaults. & \acii. b an arch supporting a vault. 
@ utr Archit, build with groins. [Middle English} 
groin? C'S var. of GRroyyr. 
grommet 7. 1 a metal, plastic, or rubber eyelet 
placed in a hole to protect or insulate a rope or 
cable etc. passed through it. 2 ¥ a tube surgically 
an implanted in the eardrum to make 
in a communication with the middle 
/ ear. [from archaic French 
5 gromette “curb char} 


STRUG TERE 
OF TAL EAR 


<e 


Eustachian 
_ tube 


malleus 


eat 
canal 

madd: 
eardrum tlt 
grammet ~ | ——— 


LE ATO! iP I 


GROMMET: LOGALION OF A GROMMAL | 
TN) ANNE 


groom e 7. 1 a person employed to take care of 
horses. 2 = pripicroom. 3 Brit. Mal. any of certain 
officers of the Royal Household. @ a’: 1 a tend to, 
esp. brush the coat of (a horse, dog, etc.). b (of an 
animal) clean and comb the fur of (another) (also 
refl.. 2 a give a neat or tidy appearance to (a 
person, etc.). b carefully attend to (a lawn, ski slope, 
etc.). 3 prepare or tram (a person) for a particular 
purpose or activity. [Middle English] 

groove e 7. 1 aa channel or hollow, esp. one macle 
to guide motion or receive a corresponding ridge. 
b a spiral track cut in a gramophone record, 2 a 
an established routine or habit. b a monotonous 
routine, a rut. 3 s/ung an established rhythinic 
pattern i gol a groove going). @ v. 1 (i. make a groove or 
grooves in. 2 mir, slang a play music (esp. jazz or 
dance music} rhythmically. b dance or move rhyth- 
mically to music. € enjoy oneself. 0 in the groove 
ang 1 doing or performing well. 2 fashionable. 
[from obsolete Dutch groeve ‘furrow’ | 

groovy «dj. ‘groovier. grooviest) 1 s/ang (often 
joc.) fashionable and exciting; enjoyable, excellent. 
2 of or like a groove. 0 groovily adv. 

grope e?. Linx. (usu. foll. by for feel about or search 
hlindly. 2 wir Holl. by jor, eflery search mentally. 
3 f feel (one’s way) towards something, 4 fr: slang 
fondle clumsily for sexual pleasure. @ 2. the process 
or an instance of groping, {Old English] 0 groper 
n. gropingly ad. 

grosbeak /grohss-beck/ 7. 
Pm anv of finches 
and cardinals having stout 
conieal bills. [from French 


oroshec| 


various 


grosgrain /groh-grayn/ 7. a 
corded fabric of silk etc. [French, 
literally “coarse grain’ | 

gros point /ygroh pwahng/ 2. 
cross sutch embroidery on canvas, 
[Preneh, literally ‘large stitch’| 

gross @ ad. 1 overted: 
repulsively fat. 2 (of a per- 

morals; 
unre- 


son, manners, or 
nouceably 


GROSBE VK TINCT 
COATSC, 


GROSBEAK: JAPANESE 


Euphona personata) 


ground crew 


fined, or indecent. 3 s/ang disgusting, 4 flagrant 
(gross negligence). 5 total; without deductions (gross 
income). 6 a luxuriant, rank. b thick, solid, dense. 
7 (of the senses etc.) dull. @ vt produce or earn 
as gross profit or come. @ 7*( fl. same) an amount 
equal to twelve dozen. 0 gross up increase (a net 
amount) to its value before deductions. [adj.: from 
Late Latin grossus; n.: from French grosse douzaie 
‘large dozen’| 0 grossly adz. grossness 2. 

gross domestic product 7. the total value of 
goods produced and services provided in a country 
in one year, 

gross national product 7. the gross domestic 
product plus the total of net mcome from abroad. 

grot Bri. slange@ n. rubbish, junk. @ adj. dirty. 

grotesque e adj. 1 comically or repulsively distorted. 
2 incongruous, absurd. @ n. 1 a decorative form 
interweaving human and animal features. 2 a 
comically distorted figure or design. [from Italian 
grottesca *grotto-like (painting etc.)’| D grotesquely 
adv. grotesqueness /. grotesquerie 7. 

grotto 7. (fl. -oes or -os) 1 a small picturesque 
caye. 2 an artificial ornamental cave, {from Greck 
krupté ‘crypt | O grottoed ad). 

grotty ad). (grottier, grottiest) Bri/. slang unpleas- 
ant, dirty, shabby, unattractive. 0 grottiness 7. 

grouch (o//og. @ v.iniz: grumble. @ n. 1 a discontented 
or grumpy person, 2 a fit of grumbling or the sulks; 
a complaint. [variant of Middle English grutch 
‘erudge’] O grouchy ad. (\grouchier, grouchi- 
est). grouchily ad. grouchiness 7. 

ground'e 7. 1 a the surface of the Earth, esp. as 
contrasted with the air around it. b a part of this 
qualified in some way (low ground). 2 soil, earth 
(stony ground), 3 a a limited or defined area (the 
ground beyond the farm). b the extent of a subject dealt 
with (the hook covers a lot of ground). 4 (often in pl.) 
a mouve or reason (ground for concern). 5 an area of 
a special kind or for special use (often in comb.: cricket 
ground). 6 (in pl.) an area of usu. enclosed land 
attached to a house.ete. 7 an area or basis for 
agreement etc. (common ground ). 8 a (in painting) the 
prepared surface giving the predominant colour or 
tone. b (in embroidery etc.) the undecorated 
surface. 9 (in p/.) solid particles, esp. of coffee, form- 
ing a residue. 10 Elect: = vari n. +. 11 the bottom 
of the sea. 12 Bri. the floor of a room ete. 
13 (attrib. a (of animals) living on or in the ground; 
(of fish) living at the bottom of water; (of plants) 
dwarfish or traihng. b relating to or concerned with 
the ground ‘ground staff). @ v. 1 t% refuse authority 
for (a pilot or an aircraft) to fly. 2 a /r run (a ship) 
aground: strand. b in (of a ship) run aground. 
3. (toll. by im) instruct thoroughly (in a subject). 
4 tr (often as grounded adj.) (foll. by on) base 
(a conclusion etc.) on. 5 tr Elect. = arin v. 3. 
6 ily. aight on the ground. 7 t& place or lay (esp. 
weapons) on the ground. G break new (or fresh) 
ground treat a subject previously not dealt with. 
gain (or make) ground 1 advance steadily; make 
progress. 2 \foll. by on) catch (a person) up. get off 
the ground ¢o/log. make a successful start. give (or 
lose) ground retreat, clecline: lose the advantage. 
go to ground I (of a fox etc.) enter its earth etc. 
2 (of a person) become inaccessible for a prolonged 
period. hold one’s ground not retreat or give 
way. on the ground at the point of production or 
operation. thin on the ground not numerous. 
[Old English] 

ground? past and pas! part. of crivn. 

groundbait 7. bait thrown to the bottom of a 

fishine ground. 

ground control 1. the personnel and equipment 

that’ monitor and direct the landing etc. of 

aircratt or spacecraft. 

ground cover 7”. plants covering the surface 

of the carth, esp. low-growing spreading 

plants that inhibit the growth of weeds. 

ground crew 1. the people who main- 
tain and service an aircraft on the 
ground. 


ground elder 


ground 
elder 7. 
<an umbel- 
liferous plant, 
Aegopodium poda- 
grana, with spreading 
underground — stems, 
common as a weed. 
grounder 7. (esp 
in baseball) a ball 
that is hit or passed 
along the ground. 
ground floor 7. the 
floor of a building at 
ground level. 
ground frost 7. frost 
on the surface of the 
ground or in the top 
layer of soil. 
ground glass 7. 1 glass made non-transparent 
by grinding etc. 2 glass ground to a powder. 
groundhog 7. = wooocHucK. 


GROUND ELDER 
(Aegopodium podagraria) 


grounding 7. basic training or instruction. 

ground ivy 7. a common Eurasian hedge-plant, 
Glechoma hederacea, with bluish-purple flowers. 

groundless adj. without motive or foundation. 

groundnut 7. 1 Byi/. = py.anur 1, 2. 2 aa N. Ameri- 
can wild bean. b its edible tuber. 

ground plan 7. 1 the plan of a building at ground 
level. 2 the general outline of a scheme. 

ground rent 7. esp. Bri/. rent for land leased for 
building. 

ground rule 7. a basic principle. 

groundsel n. any plant of the genus Senecio (daisy 
family), with yellow rayless flowers, esp. 8. vulgaris, 
common as a weed. [Old English] 

groundsheet 7. a watcrproof sheet for spreading 
on the ground. 

groundsman 2. (//. -men) Bil. a person who 
maintains a sports ground. 

ground speed 1. an aircrali’s speed relative to 
the ground. 

ground squirrel 7, any ground-dwelling rodent 
resembling a squurel, esp. one of the genus Spermo- 
phalus. 

groundswell . a heavy sea caused by a distant or 
past storm or an earthquake. 

groundwater 7. water found in soil or in crevices 
ete. in rock. ; 

groundwork 7. 1 preliminary or basic work. 
2 a foundation or basis. 

ground zero 7. the point on the ground under 
an exploding bomb. 

group e 7. 1 a number of persons or things located 
close together, or considered or classed together. 
2 a number of people working together or sharing 
beliefs. 3 a number of commercial companies 
under common ownership. 4 an ensemble playing 
popular music. 5 a division of an air force or air- 
fleet. @ 7. 1 t. G inte form or be formed into a 
group. 2 é& {often foll. by wth) place in a group 
or groups. 3 & form (colours, figures, etc.) into a 
well-arranged and harmonious whole. 4 / classify. 
[from Italian gruppo] o groupage n. 

group captain 7. an RAF officer 
air commodore. 


next below 


group dynamics 7./)/, (also treated as sing.) Psychol. 
1 the interaction of people in groups. 2 the prin- 
ciples perceived as underlying such interaction. 

grouper 7. ® any marine fish of the family 
Serranidac, with heavy body, big head, ancl 
wide mouth. [from Portuguese garupa| 

groupie 7. collog. 1 an arclent follower 
of touring pop groups. 2 a fan, enthu- 
slast, or follower (chess groupne). 

grouping 7. 1 a process or system of allocation to 
groups. 2 a formation or arrangement in a group 
or groups. 


group practice 7. a medical practice in which 
several doctors are associated. 
group therapy 7. therapy in which patients 
are brought together to assist one another psycho- 
logically. 
groupware 7. Computing software designed to facili- 
tate collective working, 
grouse! 7. (//, same) 1 ¥ any of various game birds 
of the family Tetraonidae, with a plump body and 
feathered legs. 2 the flesh of a grouse used 
as food. [16th-century 
a coinage} 
we 


GROUSE: HAZEL GROUSE 
(Bonasa bonasia) 


grouse’ collog. e@ v.iniz. grumble or complain 


pettily. @ x. a complaint. []9th-century coinage] 
0 grouser 7. 

groute 7. a thin fluid mortar for filling gaps in tiling 
etc. @ ul”. provide or fill with grout. 5 grouter n. 

grove 7. a small wood or group of trees. [related to 
Old English grzfa “brushwood’] 

grovel uinir (grovelled, grovelling; US grov- 
eled. groveling) 1 behave obsequiously in seeking 
favour or forgiveness. 2 he prone in abject humility. 
[based on obsolete gruje ‘face down’ | a groveller n, 
grovelling ad. grovellingly adv, 

grow v. (pas! grew; past part. grown) 1 mtr. increase 
in size, height, quanuty, degree, etc. 2 intz a de- 
velop 6r exist as a living plant or natural product. 
b germinate, sprout. 3 iniz be produced; come 
naturally into existence. 4 inf (as grown adj.) fully 
matured. 5 imix a become gradually (grow rich). 
b (foll. by to + infin.) come by degrees ( grew to like it). 
6 intr. (foll. by ile) a become, having grown or 
developed (will grow into a fine athlete). b become 
large enough for or suited to (greze' into her neve job). 
7 intr. (toll. by on) become gradually more appealing 
to. 8 ix a produce (plants, etc.) by cultivation. 
b bring forth. c¢ allow (a beard etc.) to increase in 
length. 9 & (in passe; foll. by over, up) be covered 
with a growth. 0 grow out of 1 become too large 
to wear (a garment). 2 become too mature to retain 
(a chilcish habit etc.). 3 develop from. grow up 
1 advance to maturity. 2 (of a custom) arise. [Old 
English] o growable adj. grower n. 

growbag 7. (also Gro-bag propr) Brit. a bag 
containing pothng compost, in which plants, e.g. 
tomatoes, may he grown, 

growing pains 7.//. 1 carly difficulties in the 
development of an enterprise ctc. 2 neuralgic pam 
in children’s legs due to fatigue ete. 

growl e ¢.i/l7. 1 a (often foll. by at) (esp. of a dog) 
make a low guttural sound, usu. of anger, b mur- 
mur angrily, 2 rumble. @ 7. 1 a growling sound, 
esp. made by a dog. 2 an angry murmur, 3 a 
rumble. 

growler 7. 1 a person or thing that growls, esp. s/ang 

a dog, 2 a small iceberg. 
grown pas! parl. of Grow. 


2 GROUPER: NASSAU GROL PER 
(Epinephelus striatus) 


G-string 


grown-up e ad. adult. @ 7. an adult person. 

growth 7. 1 the act or process of growing. 2 some- 
thing that has grown or is growing. 3 Med. an 
abnormal formauon. 

growth hormone 7. a substance which stimulates 
the growth of a plant or animal. 

growth industry 7, an industry that is developing 
rapidly. 

growth ring 7. a concentric layer of wood, shell, 
etc., developed during a period of growth. > penpro- 
CHRONOLOGY 

growth stock 7. stock that tends to increase in 
capital value rather than yield high income. 

groyne 7. (US groin) a umber framework or low 
broad wall built out from a shore to check erosion 
of a beach. > toncsuore prirr. [from Late Latin 
grunium ‘pig’s snout’] 

grub e 7. 1 the larva of an insect. 2 collog. food. 
e « (grubbed, grubbing) | # @ int: dig superfi- 
cially. 2 t clear (ground, roots, etc.). 3 é (foll. by up, 
oul) a extract by digging (grubbing up weeds), b extract 
(information etc.) by searching in books etc. 4 ify. 
search, rummage. {Middle English] 0 grubber n. 

grubby ad). (grubbier, grubbiest) | dirty, grimy, 
slovenly. 2 of or infested with grubs. 0 grubbily 
adv. grubbiness 7. 

grub-screw 7. a small headless screw. 

grudge e 7. a persistent feeling of resentment (bears 
a grudge against me). @ vt. 1 be resentfully unwilling 
to give or allow (a thing). 2 be reluctant to do (a 
thing) (grudged paying so much). [from Old French 
groucher to murmur’ | 


grudging aq. reluctant; not willing (grudging 
approval). grudgingly adv. grudgingness 71. 

gruel 7. a liquid food of oatmeal ete. boiled in milk 
or water. [Middle English] 

gruelling ad. (US grueling) extremely demand- 
ing, severe, or tiring. [from archaic verb gruel ‘to 
exhaust, punish’| o gruellingly adv. 

gruesome adj. horrible, grisly. [based on Scots grue 
‘to shudder’| G gruesomely adv. gruesomeness 71. 

gruff ad. 1 a (of a voice) low and harsh. b (of 
«t person) haying a gruff voice. 2 surly, rough- 
mannered. [from Dutch grof ‘coarse’| 0 gruffly adv. 
gruffness 7. 

grumble e «. 1 ini a (often foll. by aé, about, over) 
complain eevishly. b be discontented. 2 in, a utter 
a dull inarticulate sound; murmur. b rumble. 
3 fr (often foll. by ouf) utter complainingly. 4 ine: 
(as grumbling adj.) collog. causing intermittent 
discomfort without causing illness (a grumbling 
appendix). @ n. 1a complaint. 2 a a dull inarticulate 
sound; a murmur. b a rumble. o grumbler x. 
grumbling ad. grumblingly adv. grumbly ad). 

grump 1. collog. 1 a grumpy person. 2 (in pl.) a fit 
of sulks. 6 grumpish ad. grumpishly adz, 

grumpy ad. (grumpier, grumpiest) morosely 
nritable; surly. o grumpily adv. grumpiness ». 

grunge n. 1 esp. \. .dmer grime, dirt. 2 (in full 
grunge rock) a relaxed style of rock music char- 
acterized by a raucous guitar sound. 3 the fashion 
associated with this music, including unkempt hair, 
flannel shirts, and ripped jeans. 0 grungy ad). 

grunt e 7. 1 a low guttural sound made by a pig. 
2 asound resembling this. @ v. 1 intr, (of a pig) make 
a grunt or grunts. 2 inf (of a person) make a low 
inarticulate sound resembling this, esp. to express 
effort, assent, etc. 3 fm utter with a grunt. [Old 
English] o grunter 7 

Gruyére n. « firm pale cheese made from cow's 
milk. & cui. [from Gruvére. district in Switzer- 
land] 


G-spot 7. a sensitive area of the anterior wall of the 
vagina believed by some to be highly erogenous. 
joriginally as Gidfenbay spol, from Gréfenberg and 
Dickinson, who first described it in 1944] 

G-string 7. 1 Aus. a string sounding the note G. 
2 a narrow strip of cloth ete. covering only the 
genitals and attached to a string round the waist. 


G-suit 


G-suit 2. a garment with inflatable pressurized 
pouches, worn to withstand high acceleration. 
[G: abbreviation of gravity| 

GT ad. designating a high-performance car. [Italian 
gran turismo, literally ‘great tourme | 

GTi ad. designating a high-performance car with 
a fuel-injected engine, [GY + myecuon| 

guacamole /ewah-ki-moh-li/ 7. a dish of mashed 
avocado pears. [from Aztec ahuacatl ‘avocado’ + 

i molli “sauce’| 


guanaco /ewa-nah-koh/ n. (pl. -os <4 a 
S. American mammal, Lama guanicoe, related 
to the Hama, [from Quechua huvanacu| 
guanine /gwah-necn/ 
1». Biochem. a purine 
found in all living 
organisms as a 
component — base 
of DNA and RNA. 
> DNA. [based on 
GENO] 
guano /gwan-noh/ 
e@7. (pl. -os) 1 the 


seabirds 
used as 
manure. 2 aruhcial 
mianure. @ o./n .-0eSs. 
-oed, fertilize with guano. 
|Spanish| 


GUANACO 
\Lama guanicoc) 


guarantee e . 1 aa formal promise or assurance, 
esp. of a specified quality and durability. b a clocu- 
ment giving such an undertaking, 2 = ci vevwty. 
3 a person making a guaranty or giving a security. 
@«./: (guarantees, guaranteed: 1 a vive or serve 
as a guarantee for. b assure the permanence cte. of 
¢ provide with a guarantec. 2 (loll. by that + clause, 
or fo + infin.. give a promise or assurance, 3 a toll. 
by fo) secure the possession of (a thing! for a person. 
b make .a person; secure against a risk or 1n posscs- 
sion of a thing. 


guarantor 7. a person who gives a guarantee or 
guaranty, 

guaranty 7. (//. -ies La written or other under- 
taking to answer for the payment of a debt or for 
the performance of an obligation by another 
person hable in the first instance. 2 a thing serving 
as security for a guaranty. 

guard e ©. 1 / often foll. by from, against) watch 
over and defend or protect from harm. 2 (. keep 
watch by (a door ete.) to control entry or exit. 
3 fr supervise yprisoners etc.). 4 t keep (thoughts 
or speech) in check. 3. provide with safeguards. 
6 intr toll. by agains/; take precautions, @ 7. La state 
of vigilance or watchfulness. 2 a person who 
protects or keeps watch. 3a body of soldiers ete. 
serving to protect a place o1 person, 4 Brit. an offi- 
cial who rides with and is in general charge of a 
(rain. 5a part of an army detached for some 
purpose yadeance guard), 6 (in pl) vusu. Guards 
any of nominally 
employed to guard a monarch. 7 a thing that 
protects or defends. 8 often in combs a device fitted 
to amachine ete., to prevent injury ( /iecuard ), a be 
on jor keep or stand: guard (ol a sentry ete. 
keep watch. lower one’s guard recluce vigilance 
agamst attack. off \or off one’s guard unpre- 
pared for some surprise or difhculty, on yor on 
one’s: guard prepared for all contingencies: vigi- 
lant, [from Old French gard | 

guarded «dj. of a remark ctc.) cautious, avoiding 
commutnent, a guardedly add: 


various bodies of toops 


guardhouse 1. a building usec to accommodats 
a nulitiay guarcl or to detun prisoners. 

guardian 7. Tos protector or keeper. 2 a person 
having legal custody of minor. 
0 guardianship 1 


mother esp. a 


guardian angel 7. a spirit conceived as watching 
over a person or place 
guardroom 7. 4 room With the 
a guarcdhouse 


SADA PTE Pose ats 


roo) 


excrement of 


GUELDER ROSE 


guardsman 7. (j/. -men) 1 a soldier belonging 
to a, body of guards. 2 (in the UK) a soldier of 
a regiment of Guards. 
guard’s van 7. Bril, a railway coach or compart- 
ment occupied by a guard, 
guava /gwah-va/ 7. 1 a small 
tropical American tree, Psedium 
guajava, bearing an edible pale 
orange (rut. 2 ® this fruit. [from 
Spanish guayaba] 
gubbims ». 6ri/. 1 collog. parapher- 
nalia. 2 a gadget. 3 something 
of litte value; rubbish, [ori- 
ginally in sense “fragments: 
from obsolete gobbon] 


GUAVA 
(Psidium guajava) 


gubernatorial «adj. esp. US 

of or relating to a governor, [based on Latin guber- 
nator “governor | 

gudgeon! 7). ¥ a small European freshwater fish, 
Gohiv gobio, often used as batt. [from Latin gobi 
-onis ‘goby | 


GUDGEON 
.Gobio gobio) 


gudgeon? ». 1 any of various kinds of pivot. 2 the 
tubular part of a hinge. 3a socket at the stern of 
a boat, mto which a rudder is fitted. 4a pin holding 
two blocks of stone etc. together. [from Old French 
gowon Title gouge] 
gudgeon pin #. Bri! a pin holding a piston rod and 
a connecting rod together. 
guelder rose 7. < a deciduous 
: shrub, [7burnem opulus, with round 
on bunches of creamy-white flowers. 
; tf [from Dutch geldernche roos “rose 
’ “from Gelderland’, a Dutch prov- 
Ta 


Guernsey 2. (//. -eys) 1 an 

animal of a breed of dairy catde 

from Guernsey in the Channel 
} Islands. 2 \guernsey) a a thick 
originally fisherman's) sweater 
of esp. oiled dark blue 
b wtestral. a tootball shirt. 
guerrilla 7. (also guerilla; a 
member of a small mdepend- 
ently acting group taking part 
in irregular fighting. [Spanish, 
literally “ile war’] 


wool, 


Lihuinum opulus 
‘Roseunr } 


(olten absol.) 
measure- 


guess @ 7. 1 ir. 
estimate without 
ment. 2 ¢x form a hypothesis or opinion 
about, conjecture; think likely (cannot guess how 
vou did it: guess them ta be Halian\. 3 tr. conjecture 
or estimate correctly (you have lo guess the 
weet), 4 mt. doll, by af) make a conjecture 
about. @ #7. an estimate or conjecture. o I 
guess collog. [ think it likely: TF suppose. 
[Midclle Enghsh] o guesser n. 
guesstimate also guestimate) ru/luy. @ n. 
an estimate based more on guesswork than 
caleulation, @ ae (also absol.) form 
timate of 


calculation or 


L guess- 


guesswork »). the process of, or results 
acmeved by. guessing 

guest @ 7. 1 a person invited to visit 
anothers house or have a meal ete. 
at the expense of the inviter, 2 a 
person lodging ata hotel, boarding 
house, et, 3 aan outside performen 
invited to take part with a regular 
body of performers. b a person who 
takes part by invitation ima radio on 
television programme (olten affrrb.: 
cues! artist, &caltrth,) & serving or set 


bench for 
viclim lo 
lie on 


guillotine 


aside for guests (gues! room: guest night), b acting as a 
guest (guest speaker). @ v.inir. be a guest on a radio or 
television show or in a theatrical performance etc. 
0 be my guest make what use you wish of the 
available facilities. {from Old Norse gestr] 
guest beer 7. Bri/. 1 (in a tied public house) a beer 
offered in addition to those produced by the brew- 
ery. 2 (ina free house) a beer available only 
temporarily. 
guest house 7. a private house offer- 
ing ‘paid accommodation. 
guestimate var. of Gi rssviMare. 
guff x. s/ang empty talk, [19th-century 
coinage, originally in sense ‘puff ’] 
ffaw e 7. a boisterous laugh. @ 2. 1 intr. 
utter a guffaw, 2 f: say with a guffaw. [origi- 
nally Scots] 
GUL ably. Computing graphical user interface. 
guidance 7. 1 advice or information aimed at 
resolving a problem, difficulty, etc. 2 the action or 
process of guiding or being guided (musszle guidance). 
guide e 2. 1 a person who leads or shows the way, 
on clirects the movements of a person or group. 2a 
person who conducts tours. 3 an adviser. 
4 a directing principle ones feelings are a bad guide). 
5 a book with essential information on a subject, 
esp. = GuIpLBOOK. 6 a thing marking a position or 
guiding the eye. 7 Mech. aa bar, rod, etc., directing 
the motion of something, b a gauge etc. controlling 
a tool. 8 (Guide) Bri/. a member of the Guides 
Association, an organization similar to the Scouts. 
evi 1 a act as guide to. b arrange the course of 
events). 2 be the principle, motive, or ground of 
jan action, judgement, etc.). 3 direct the affairs of 
ja state ete.). [from Old French guide (n.), guider (v.)] 
guidebook #. a book of information about a place 
for Visitors, tourists, ete. 
guided missile 7. a missile directed to its target 
by remote control er by equipment within itself. 
guide dog 7. « dog trained to guide a blind person. 
guideline ». @ principle directing action, 
Guider 7. Bri. an adult leader in the Guides Asso- 
Clation, 
guild 7. (also gild, kan association of people for 
mutual aid or the pursuit of a common goal. 2 a 
medieval association of craftsmen or merchants. 
[Middle English, related to earlier gild ‘payment, 
sacrifice’ | 
guilder 7. wuntil the mtvoduction of the euro in 
2002) the chief monetary unit of the Netherlands. 
[alteration of Dutch gulder| 
guildhall ». ta the meeting place of a guild or 
corporation. b Brat. a town hall. 2 \Guildhall, 
the hall of the Corporation of the City of London, 
used for ceremonial occasions, 
guile ». treachery, deceit; cunning or sly behaviour. 
{Middle English] o guileful adj. guile- 
less «dj. guilelessly adv. 
guillemot /gil-i-mot/ 7. any 
narrow-billed auk of the genus C 7a 
or Gepphus, nesting on clitts o1 
islands. [Irench, diminutive of 
Guillaume Wiha’ | 
guillotine e 7. 1 csp. hist. a 
machine with a heavy knife 
blade — sliding = vertically in 
grooves, used for beheading. 
2 a device for cutting paper. 


guillotine 
blade 


wooden 


fame metal, etc.. by means of a cdes- 
cending blade. 3 Brit. Parl. a 
method of preventing delay in 
the discussion of a bill hy fixing 
hole for times at which various paris of it 
wens must be voted on, @ al; use 
head a guillotine on. [French, named 


alicr J.-I. Guillotin, French physi- 
cian, 1738 1814. who recom- 
mended its use (1789)] 


GUILLOTINE: REPLIC \ 
OV LATE TQ1TH-GENEL RY 
LPs) Gall MUG Huleseie 


guilt 


tuning peg 


GUITAR 


The first narrow-waisted guitars 
appeared in 1 5th-century Italy 
and Spain, and were derived from 
stringed instruments of the ancient 
world. Modern steel-string, flat-top 
and archtop acoustic guitars, 
however, originated in 1 9th- 
century North America, at a 
similar time to the development 
of classical guitars in Spain. 
Electric guitars were the 
result of research into 

the artificial amplification 
of sound from musical 
instruments in the 1930s. 


Bdoeiuvp 


body 
seratchplate —— *» . Bide. 
pickup —-— j he ‘ees 

bridge ee 


FEATURES OF AN 
‘ ELECTRIC GUITAR 


guilt 7. 1 the fact of having committed a specified 
or unplied offence. 2 a culpability. b the feeling 
of this, [Old English] 

guiltless adj. 1 (often foll. by of an offence) inno- 
cent. 2 (foll. by of) not having knowledge or posses- 
sion of. 0 guiltlessly adv 

guilt trip n. collog. a fecling of guilt, esp. when self- 
indulgent or unjustified. 

guilty adj. (guiltier, guiltiest) 1 culpable of or 
responsible for a wrong, 2 conscious of or affected 
by guilt (¢ guilty consczence. a guilty look), 3 concerning 
guilt (a guilly secret). 4 (often foll, by of) a having 
committed a (specified) offence. b Laz: adjudged to 
have committed a specified offence. 6 gualtily adv. 


guimp var. of cine’. 


guinea x. 1 Bri. the sum of 21] shillings (£°1.05), 
used especially in determining professional lees and 
auction prices. 2 Avs. a former British gold com 
worth 21 shillings, first comed for the African trade. 
[from Guinea in W. Africa] 

guinea fowl ». any African fowl of the family 
Nuinididae, esp. with — slate- 
coloured white-spotted plumage. 


Numida  meleagris, 

guinea pig 7. 1 a domesticated S. American 
rodent. Gavia porcellus, having a sturdy body and 
vestigial tail, kept as a pet or for research in biology 
etc. & rope. 2 a person or thing used as a subject 
for experiment. 

guipure /gip-yoor/ 7. a heavy lace of linen pieces 
jomed by embroidery. [French] 

guise 7. l an assumed appearance; a pretence (W 
the guise of; under the guise of ). 2 external appearance 
3 archaic style of attire, garb. [Middle English] 

guitar 7. A a usu. six-stringed musical instrument 
with a fretted fingerboard, played by plucking with 
the fingers or a plectrum. > sirincry. [from Greek 
kithara| O guitarist n. 

Gujarati (also Gujerati) e 1. (f/. Gujaratis; 
1 the language of Gujarat in W. India. 2 a native 
of Gujarat. e@ ad. of or relating to Gujarat or its 
language. { Hindi] 

gulch 7. V. {mer a ravine, esp. one in which a torrent 
flow S 

gulf 7. 1 > a stretch of sea consisting of a deep inlet 
with a narrow mouth. 2 \the Gulf) a the Persian 
Gulf. b the Gulf of Mexico. 3 a deep hollow; a 


. headstock 


SEG Sat RING 
NG GES iL Crary UN Re: 
Martin D-45 (1988) 


narrow 
warst | 


bridge- 
vibrato 
avin 


volume 
control 


Tite 


contol a 
GEC RIé 


BASS GUFTAR 
Fender Precision 
(1957) 


~ socket foi 
lead to 
amplifier | 


chasm or abyss. 4 a wide difference of feelings, 
opinion, etc. [from Greek kolpos ‘bosom, gulf] 
Gulf Stream 27. a warm current flowing from 
the Gulf of Mexico to Newfoundland, across the 
North Atlantic Ocean, and along the coast of NW 
Europe. 
Gulf War syndrome 7. an unexplained medical 


condition affecting some veterans of the 1991 Gulf 


War, causing fatigue, chronic headaches, and skin 
and respiratory disorders. 

gull’ n. any of various long-winged web-footed 
seabirds of the family Laricae, typically having 
white plumage with a grey or black mantle, and 
a bright bill. > scasiep. [from Celtic] 


gull? »./ dupe, fool. 

gullet 7. 1 the food-passage extending from the 
mouth to the stomach. 2 the throat. [from Old 
French, literally ‘little throat’] 

gullible aaj. easily persuaded or deceived. a gulli- 
bility 7. 

gully ». (also gulley) (//. -ies or -eys) 1 a water- 
worn ravine. 2 a gutter or drain. 3 Austral. & No 
a river valley. 4 Cricket a the fielding position 
between point and slips. & cricker. b a fielder in 
this position. [from French goulet “bottle-neck’ | 

gulp ev. 1 / swallow hastily, greedily, or with effort. 
2 intr swallow with difficulty; choke. 3 @ (foll. by 
down, back) stifle, suppress (esp. tears). @ 7. 1 an act 
of eulping (dramed wu in one gulp). 2 an ettort to swal- 

a large mouthful of a drink. [Middle English] 
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MAIN TYPES OF GUITAR 


gum tree 


CLASSICAL GUITAR 
Ramirez 1A 
(late 19th century) — | 


32 
Fis) 6, [5 15) 
mal Cale 


ARGHTOP SEMI- | 
AGOUSTIC. GUITAR 
Gretsch Chet Atkins 
6120 (1954) 


gum'e x. 1 aa viscous secretion of some trees and 
shrubs that hardens on drying but is soluble in 
water. b Brit. an adhesive substance made from this. 
2 AN. Amer. chewing gum. 
ARABIC. 9 = Geo rece. @ a secretion collecting in the 
corner of the eye. @ 7.é (gummed, gummiung) 
1 smear or cover with gum. 2 fasten with gum. 
O gum up | (of a mechanism etc.) become clogged 
or obstructed with stickiness. 2 collog. interfere with 
the smooth running of (gum up the works). [from 

Egyptian Aemai] 
2 


= GimMpror. 4 = cum 


n. (usu. in pl.) the firm flesh around the roots 
of the teeth. > rooin. [Old English] 

gum® 7. collog. by gum! a mild oath. [corruption 
of God| 

gum arabic 7. a gum exuded by some kinds of 
acacia and used as glue and in incense. 

gumbo 7, ( p/. -os).N. Amer 1 okra. 2 a spicy chicken 
or seafood soup thickened with okra, rice, etc. 
3 (Gumbo) a patois of blacks and Creoles spoken 
esp. in Louisiana. [of African origin] 

gumboil 7. a small abscess on the gums. 

gumboot 7. a rubber boot; a wellington. 

gumdrop 7. a soft 


gelatin or gum arabic. 


coloured sweet made with 

gumima 7. (f#/. gammas or gummata) Aled. a 
small soft swellmg occurring in the connective 
tissue of the liver, brain, testes, and heart. and 
characteristic of the late stages of syphilis. [from 
Latin gummi ‘gum’| Oo gummatous ad). 

gummy! adj. (gummier, gummiest) 1 sticky 
2 suffused with or exuding gum. Bb gumminess 7 

gummy’® adj. (gummier, gummiest) toothless 

gumption 7. collog. 1 resourcefulness, initiative 
2 common sense. [1] 8th-century Scots coinage] 

gum resin 7. a vegetable secretion of resin mixed 
with gum, e.g gamboge 

gumshield 7. » a 
protecting a boxer’s teeth 
and gums 

gumshoe 7. 1 a galosh 
2 NV. Amer. slang a detective. 
gum tree #, a trce exuding 
gum, esp. a eucalyptus. 5 up 
a gum tree 5y7/ 
ereat difficulties 


pad 


Wa 
couog, WM 


GUMSHIELD 


10 | 


gum turpentine 


GUN 

From small arms such as handguns to 
heavy artillery such as howitzers, all 
euns are classed by the width (calibre) 
of the barrel. Whatever the type, an 
explosion in one area propels a bullet 
or shell from the barrel towards its 
target. While many guns are destined 
for military action, others are used 

by police, or by civilians in sport, for 
hunting game, or for self-defence. 


EXAMPLES OF GUNS — “2 — 


REVOLVER 
US .44 in. Smuth 
& Wesson (1873) 


foresight 


muzzle 


barrel clamp / 


trigger guard » 


ie Vises OP EN MCSE 
AUTOMATIC PISTOL, 


SNIPER’S RIFLE 
Japanese 6.5 mm 


slide catch , 


safety catch 
safety catch jon 


vrght 


slide pistol 
grip | 
trigger magazine 
release 
caleh 


SHORT-MAGAZINE RIELE 
British .303 in. Lec Enfield 11902) 


SILENCED AUTOMALIC PISTOL 
British .22 in. (¢.1939 45) 


type 97 (¢.1937) 


CARBINE 


gum turpentine sec meres. n. |. 

gune 7. 1 Aa kind of weapon consisting of a metal 
tube from which bullets or other 
propellect by explosive force. 2 a starting pistol. 3 a 
device for discharging insecucide, grease, electrons, 
etc., In the required direction often in comb: grease 
gun). 4 Brit. amember of a shooting party. 3, \. Amer 
a gunman. 6 the firing of a gun. @ 7, (gunned, 
gunning 1 / (usu. fill. by down) shoot (a person 
with a gun. 2 /x collog. accelerate (an engine or ve- 
hicle). 3 itr go shooting, 4 imix doll, by for) seek out 
determinedly to attack or rebuke. 0 go great guns 
collog. proceed vigorously or successfully. jump the 
gun colloy. start before a signal is given, or before 
an agreed time. stick to one’s guns collog. main- 
(ain one’s position under attack. [Middle English] 


missiles arc 


gunboat ». a small vessel with heavy guns 

gunboat diplomacy ». political negotiation sup- 
ported by the threat of military force. 

gun carriage 7. a wheeled support for a gun 

gun cotton 7. an explosive used for blasting, made 
by stecping cotton in mitric and sulphuric acids, 

gun dog 7. a dog trained to follow sportsmen using 
guns and to retrieve game, 

gunfight #7. a fight with firearms. 6 gunfighter n. 

gunfire 7. I the finng of a gun or guns, esp. repeat- 
edly. 2 the noise from this. 

gunge fr. colloy. @ n. sticky or Viscous matter. @ 7/7, 
usu. fol. by uf) clog or obstruct with gunge, [20th- 
century coinage| 

gung-ho ad), V cnthusiastic. 2 uninhibited: quick 
to take action. [based on Chinese gonghe “to work 
together’, slogan adopted by US Marines (19 #2) 


gunk 9. slang viscous or liquid material. [20th- 
century Coinage, originally the proprictary name 
of a detergent| 

gunman ?. (//, -men, a man armed with a gun, 


esp. mn comnitung a crim 

gunmetal e . 1 in {ull gunmetal grey. gun- 
metal blue: i clull bluish-ern 2 an alloy 
of copper ancl ui or zing formictly used for guns . 


colour 


US 5.56 mm Colt 
Commando .1960s 90s) 


SUB-MACHINE GUN 
German 9 mm 
Heckler and Koch 
(1990s) 


e «dj. (in lull gunmetal grey, gunmetal blue: 
hyphenated when attrib.) dull bluish grey (gunmetal 
grey wings). 

gunnel var. of Gunwat.. 

gunner 7. 1 Sri, an artillery soldicr (esp. as an offi- 
cial term for a private}. 2 ,Vauf. a warrant officer 
in charge of a battery, magazine, etc. 3 a member 
of an aircraft crew who operates a gun. 4 a person 
who hunts game with a gun. 

gunnery 7. I the construction and management 
of large guns. 2 the firing of guns. 

gunpoint 7. 0 at gunpoint threatened with a gun 
or an ulumatum cre. 

gunpowder ». 1 ® an explosive 
made of saltpetre, sulphur. 
and charcoal. 2 a fine green 
tea of granular appearance, 

gunroom 7. 1 a room in a 
house lor storing’ sporting 
guns. 2 Bril. quarters for 
junior officers (originally for 
guuimers) in a warship. 


1 


gun-runner 7.) a person GUNPOWDER 
engaged in the illegal sale on 
importing of firearms. O gun-running 1, 

gunship 1. a heavily armed helicopter or other 
aircralt, Bonii Orie 

gunshot vv. 1 a shot fired from a gun. 2 the range 
of a gun yedhin guavhoty. 

gunslinger #/. s/any a gunman. 

gunsmith 7. a person who makes, sells, and repairs 
small firearms. 

gunwale /gun-al/ 7. (also gunneli the upper edge 
of the side of a boat or ship. & stim. reiean. 
|lormerly used to support guns] 

guppy #7. (//, -ies) ® a freshwater lish, 
Poevilia. reticulata. of the WW. Tncties 
and S. America. [named  afier 
R. oJ. 1. Guppy, V9th-century Trini 
dadian clergsman who sent the frst 
specimen to the British Museum] 


gutter 


gurdwara /eerd-wah-ri/ n. a Sikh temple. [from 
Sanskrit guru ‘teacher’ + duara ‘door’] 

gurgle ev. 1 int, make a bubbling sound as of water 
from a bottle. 2 /, utter with such a sound. en. a 
gurgling sound. : 

Gurkha x. 1 a member of the dominant Hindu 
race in Nepal, 2 a Nepalese soldier serving in the 
British army. [native name, from Sanskrit go ‘cow’ + 
vaks ‘to protect’] 

gurn 2.iniy. (also girn) Bri. pull a grotesque face. 
[dialect variant of crix} 

gurnard 7. (also gurnet) any marine fish of the 
family Triglicdae, having a large spiny head with 
mailed sides, and three finger-like pectoral rays 
used for walking on the seabed etc. [based on Latin 
grunnire “to grunt | 

guru 7. 1 a Hindu or Sikh spiritual teacher or head 
of a religious sect. 2 an influential teacher. [Hindi, 
from Sanskrit] 

gush e @. 1 tr & intr crit or flow in a sudden and 
copious stream. 2 int: speak or behave with effu- 
siveness. @ 2. 1 a sudden or copious stream. 2 an 
eflusive manner. [Middle Enghsh| o gushing ad). 
gushingly adi. 

gusher ». 1 an oil well from which oil flows without 
being pumped. 2 an effusive person, 

gushy ad). (gushier, gushiest) extremely effusive. 

gusset 7. 1 a picce Ict into a garment etc. to 
strengthen or enlarge a part. 2 a bracket strength- 
ening an angle of a structure. [from Old French 
goussel flexible jomt in armour] 0 gusseted ad). 

guste 7. 1 a sudden strong rush of wind. 2 a burst 
of rain, fire, smoke, or sound. 3 a passionate or 
emouonal outburst. @ vimir blow in gusts. [from 
Old Norse gustr] gusty ad). 

gustation 7. the act or capacity of tasting. [based 
on Latin gust ‘taste’|] O gustatory ad). 

gusto 7. ( //. -os or -ges) zest; enjoyment. [Italian] 

gute 7. 1 the lower alimentary canal or a part of 
this; the mtestine. & rersuar. 2 Gn pl.) the bowel or 
entrails. 3 (in pl.) collog. personal courage andi deter- 
mination; perseverance, 4 (in pl.) ¢ollog. the belly as 
the source of appetite. 5 (in pi.) a the contents of 
anything. b the essence of a thing. 6 a material for 
violin or racket strings or surgical use made from 
the intestines of aningals. b material for fishing lines 
made from the silk-glands of silkworms, 7 (attrib.) 
a imsunctive (@ gul reaction). b fundamental (a gut 
issue), @ vf; (gutted, gutting) 1 remove or destroy 
the internal fittings of (a house etc.). 2 take out the 
guts of (a fish). 3 (as gutted adj.) slang bitterly disap- 
pointed: deeply upset. 4 extract the essence of (a 
hook etc.). OQ hate a person’s guts collog. clislike 
a person intensely, sweat (or work) one’s guts 
out rullog. work extremely hard. [Old English] 

gut flora 1./)/. = INTIStINAL. ILORA, 
gutless «d/). colloy. lacking courage or determin- 
ation; fechle. 0 gutlessness 1, 

gutsy «i. \gutsier, gutsiest) co/log. 1 courageous. 
2 greedy. 0 gutsily ad. gutsiness 7. 
gutta-percha 7). a plastic 
obtained from the latex of various Malaysian 
trees. {from Malay gefah ‘gum’ + percha, name of a 
tree] 

gutter e 7. La shallow trough below the eaves of a 
house, or a channel at the side of a street. to carry 
off ramwater. & Hows... 2 (prec. by the) a poor or 
degraded background or environment. 3 an open 
conduit along which water flows out. 4 a groove. 
@ iint. 1 flow in streams. 2 (of a candle: burn 
unsteadily and melt away rapidly forming channels 
in the sides. [based on Latin gutta ‘drop'] 


tough substance 


GUPPY: 
BLONDE GU PPS 
tPoecilia reticulata, 


guttering 


guttering 1. ta the gutters of a building etc. b a 
section or length of a gutter. 2 material for gutters. 

gutter press 7. Bril, sensational journalism con- 
cerned esp. with the private lives of public figures. 

guttersnipe 7. a street urchin. 

guttural e adj. 1 throaty, harsh-sounding, 2 a 
Phonet. (of a consonant) produced in the throat or 
by the back of the tongue and palate. b (of a sound) 
coming from the throat. ¢ of the throat. e n. Phonet. 
a guttural consonant (e.g, k, g). [based on Latin 
guttur ‘throat | 

guv 7. Brit. slang = GOVERNOR 7c. 

guy'e 7. 1 collog. a man; a fellow. 2 (usu. in pl) 
N. Amer. a person of either sex. 3 Brit. an effigy 
of Guy Fawkes burnt on a bonfire on 5 Novy, 4 Bri. 


GYMNASTICS 


While forms of gymnastics were popular in the ancient 
world, modern gymnastics date only from the early 19th 
century but are now practised up to Olympic level. A 
gymnast combines set patterns of movement to display 
technique, as well as flexibility, strength, and agility. 

In artistic gymnastics, women perform exercises on 

the floor, beam, vault, and asymmetric bars; men 
perform on the floor, pommel horse, vault, rings, 


parallel bars, and horizontal bar. Rhythmic 
gymnastics are executed to music by women 
using ribbons, balls, hoops, ropes, or clubs. 
Sports acrobatics, evolved from acrobatic 
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circus acts, feature balance work and tumbling. 


EXAMPLES OF GYMNASTIC MOVEMENTS 


lew 
ue 


a grotesquely dressed person. @ wiz 1 ridicule. 


2 Brit. exhibit in effigy. [earliest in sense 3, from Guy | 


Fawkes, conspirator in the Gunpowder Plot (1605)] 

guy” e@ x. a rope or chain to secure a tent or steady 
a crane-load etc. > 1ENT. @ viz secure with a guy 
or guys. 

guzzle vi, © int eat, drink, or consume ereedily. 
O guzzler n. 

Gy abbr. = crs". 

gybe (US jibe) e@ v 1 intr (of a fore-and-aft sail 
or boom) swing across. 2 f7 cause (a sail) to do this. 
3 intr. (of a ship or its crew) change course 
so that this happens. e 7. a change of 
course causing gybing. {from obsolete 
Dutch giben| 
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gymnastics 


gym 7. colloy. 1 a gymnasium. 2 gymnastics. 

gymkhana 7. a meeting for competition or display 
in sport, esp. horse-riding. [from Hindi gendkhana 
‘ball-house, racket court’| 

gymnasium 7. (//. gymnasiums or gymmnasia) 
a room or building equipped for gymnastics. 
[based on Greek gumnazein ‘to exercise naked’| 

gymnast 7. an expert in gymnastics. 

gymnastic adj. of or involying gymnastics. [from 
Greek gumnastikos] 

gymnastics 7./)/. (also treated as sing.) 1 ¥ exercises 
developing or displaying physical agility and coord- 
ination, usu. in competition. 2 other physical or 

mental agility of a specified kind (verbal gymnastics; 
pianistic gynnastis). 
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gymnosperm 


| GYMNOSPERM 


Mostly trees and shrubs, gymnosperms com- 
prise four phyla: conifers (by far the largest 


CONTFER CONE 
AND SEED 


phylum), cycads, ynetophytes, and the ginkgo. seed | 
Unlike angiosperms, gymnosperms produce 
their seeds on the surface of specialized scales, 
which are often arranged in cones. Because 
ine 


= 


their seeds do not develop inside a protective 
ovary, gymnosperms do not form fruits. 


\ ovuliferous 
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gymnosperm 1. A any of various plants haying 

sceds unprotected by an including the 
conifers, cycads, and ginkgo, [based on Greek 
gumnos naked] GO gymnospermous «dj. 


gyppy tummy var. of Gipy thai. 
gypsophila 7. any plant of the genus Gypsophila 
(daisy family), with a profusion of small flowers 
[from Greck gupsas “chalk” + philos “loving | 
gypsum 7. ¥ a hydrated form of calcium sulphate 
occurring naturally and used to make plaste1 
of Paris and in the building industry. 
[from Greek gupsos| 
gypsy 7. (also gipsy, ( f/. -ies) 1 cals 
Gypsy; a member of a nomadx 
people of Europe and N. America, of 
Hindu origin with dark skin and hair, 
and speaking a language (Romany 
related to Hindi. 2 a person resembling 
or living like this people. [from Ecyrins, 
denoting the supposed origin of gypsies 
when they appeared in England in 
the early |6th c.] 


OVELY, 


gymp var. of cisir! 

gymslip 1. Byi!. a sleeveless tunic, usu. belted. 
worn by schox girls. 

gynaecology /gy-ni-kol-6ji/ ». (L/S 
gynecology) the science of the 
physiological functions and discases 
of women. [based on Greek gun 
guiatkos ‘woman| O gynaeco- 
logical ud). gynaecologist 1 

gyp' nx. Bri. collog. pain ot 
cliscomfort. [1 9th-century coinage | 

gyp* slang @ itr (gypped. gypping 
cheat, swindle. e 7. an act of cheating: 
a swindle 


SCN GG 


GYPSUM: DLSERI 
ROST, FORM ANELON 


gyroscope 


gypsy moth x. a kind of tussock moth, 
Lymaniria dispar, whose larvae are very 
destructive to foliage. 

gyrate @ winx go in a circle or 
spiral; revolve, whirl. @ adj: Bot. 
arranged in rings or convo- 
lutions. [based on Greek guros wr: 
‘ring’|O gyration 7. gyratorn. + 
gyratory ad. 

gyrfalcon /jer-faw!l-k6n/ 11. > 
a large falcon, Falco rusticolus, 
of cold northern regions. 
[from Old Norse geirfatki] 

gyro 7. (pl. -os) collog. L= 4 
GYROSCOPL. 2 = GYROGOMPASS. 

if GYRFALCON 

(Falco rusticolus) 


gyro- com). form 1 rota- 
tion. 2 gyroscopic. [from 
Greek guros ‘ring’] 

gyrocompass i. a non-magnetic compass giving 
true north and bearings from it by means of a gyro- 
scope. 

gyroscope 7. ¥ a wheel or disc mounted so as to 
spin rapidly about an axis whose orientation is not 
fixed but is unperturbed by tilung of the mount, 
esp. used in stabilizers, gvrocumpasses, navigation 
systems, etc. D gyroscopic ad). 
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bearing — 


metal 
_ guard 


gvroscope 
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spinning 7 


wheel wis 
mount 
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H' x. (also h) (pl. Hs or H’s) 1 the eighth letter of 


the alphabet. 2 anything having the form of an H 
(esp. in comb.: H-girder). 

H? abbr. (also H.) 1 (of a pencil lead) hard. 
2 hydrant. 3 slang heroin. 

H® symb. 1 Chem. the element hydrogen. 2 henry(s). 
3 magnetic field strength. 

hh! abbr. (also h.) 1 height. 2 hour(s). 3 hot. 

h2 symb, hecto-. 

Ha symb. Chem. the element hahnium. 

ha! (also hah) e ini. expressing surprise, suspicion, 
triumph, ete. (cf. Ha HA). @ vz, (in hum and ha): 
see Hum! [Middle English} 

ha? abbr. hectare(s) 

habeas corpus /hay-bi-as kor-piis/ n. a writ 
requiring a person to be brought before a judge o1 
into court, esp. to invesugate the lawfulness of his 
or her detention. [Latin, literally "you must have 
the body’ ] 

haberdasher 7. 1 Ari/. a dealer m dress accessories 
and sewing goods. 2 .. Amer a dealer in men’s 
clothing, [Middle English] 0 haberdashery 2. 
(pl. -ies), 

habiliment 7. (usu. in f/.) clothes suited to a particu- 
lar purpose. [from Old French habillemen!| 

habit w. 1 a settled or regular tendency or practice 
(has a habit of ignoring me). 2a practice that is hard to 
give up. 3 a mental constitution or attitude. 4 collog. 
an addictive practice, esp. of taking drugs 
5 WV a the dress of a particular class. esp, of a reli- 
aious order. b (in full riding habit) a woman's 
riding dress. 6 Biol. & Crystallog a mode of growth 
o make a habit 
of do regularly 
[from Latin hab: 
fus “conclition | 


hood 


cloak 


leathe) 
hell 


linen shifi 
beneath 
hab it 


YOSQr) 


woollen 
habit 


HABIT: BLNEDIC'TINE MONK’S HABII 


habitable adj. that can be inhabited. [from Latin 
habilabilis| 0 habitability x. 
habitant 7. 1 an inhabitant. 2 a 
settler in Canada or Louisiana. b a descenclant ol 
inhaling’ | 


an ¢ irly Fr neh 


these settlers ;from Latin Aabitant 


habitat n. the natural home of an organism. [Latin, 
literally ‘it dwells’ | 

habitation 7. 1 the process of inhabiting (fi for 
human habitation). 2 a house or home. 

habit-forming ad. causing addiction. 

habitual adj. 1 done constanty or as a habit. 
2 regular, usual. 3 given to a (specified) habit 
(a habitual smoker). 0 habitually adv. habit- 
ualness 7. 

habituate v./7, accustom. [based on Late Latin 
habituaius ‘brought mto a condition’ o habitu- 
ation 7. 


habitué /ha-bit-yoo-ay/ ». a habitual visitor or 
resident. [French, literally ‘accustomed’| 

hacek /hach-ek/ n. a diacritic mark (“) placed over 
letters to modify the sound in some Slavonic and 
Baltic languages, [Czech, literally ‘little hook’| 

hachures /hash-yoorz/ 1.//. paralle| lines used in 
hill-shading on maps, their closeness indicating the 
steepness of gradient. [French] 0 hachure ». ty: 

hacienda /ha-si-en-da/ n. in Spanish-speaking 
countries: 1 an estate or plantation with a dwelling 
house. 2 a factory. [Spanish, based on Latin /acienda 
‘things to be done’ 

hack'e ». t ¢ cut or chop roughly. 2 & kick the shin 
of (an opponent at foothall). 3 mé: deliver cutting 
blows. 4 é cut (one’s way) through thick foliage etc. 
3 a itr (usu. foll. ly inio) use a computer to gain 
unauthorized access to data in a system, b ¢% gain 
unauthorized access to (data in a computer). 6 7: 
slang a manage, cope with. b tolerate. @ 7. 1 a kick 
with the toe of a boot. 2 a gash or wound, esp. from 
a kick. 3 a a matiock. b a miner’s pick. o hacking 
cough a short dry frequent cough. [Old English 
haccian ‘to cut m pieces’ | 


hack® e 7. tL aa horse for ordinary riding. b a horse 
let out for hire. ¢ = jane? 1. 2 a dull, uninspired 
writer. 3 a person hired to do dull routine work. 
4.\. Ammer. a taxi. @ altrib.adj. 1 used as a hack. 2 typ- 
ical of a hack; commonplace (hack work). @ v. 1 intr, 
use a horse for ordinary riding. 2 ¢ ride (a horse) in 
this way. [abbreviation of Hvcks1y| 

hacker 7. 1 a person or thing that hacks or cuts 
roughly. 2 a person who uses computers for a 
hobby, esp. to gai unauthorized access to data 

hackette ». collog. usu. derog a female journalist. 

hackle vn. 1 a long feather of feathers on 
the neck or saddle of a domestic cock and othe: 
birds. 2 (in p/.) the erectile 


W SCTIC 


iairs along the back of a 
dog, i uarmed. 
o make a person’s hackles rise cause a person 
to be angry or indignant. {Middle English, related 


which rise when it is angry o1 


LO HOOK | 
hackney 2. (ji. ight horse with a high- 
stepping trot. 2 (aflrib.) designating any of various 
vehicles kept for hire. [Middle English] 


a Usage Hackney is no longer used except in hackney 
carriage, still in official use as a term for ‘taxi’ 


hackneyed adj. (of a phrase etc.) made tite by 
overuse. 

hacksaw 7. a saw with a narrow blade set 
in a frame, for cutting metal. > sw 

had pas/ and past part. of 1.1 

haddock 11. ( //. > an edible 
marine fish, Afelanogrammus aegl 
finus, of the N. Atlantic, {Middle 
English | 

Hades /hay-deez/ x. (in Greck mythology) the 
underworld. [from Greek hard 
of Pluto, god of the dead] 


hadn’t con/: had not. 


ScLITIC 


originally a nani 


hadron 7. Physics any strongly interacting sub- 
atomic particle. 0 hadronic adj. [based on Greek 
hadr ‘bulky’ ] 

haemal /hee-mal/ adj. (US hemal) .ina/. 1 of o1 
concerning the blood. 2 situated on the same sick 


of the body as the heart and major blood vessels 
[based on Greek haa ‘blood’ | 


haggle 


haematite /hee-mi-tyt/ 7. 
(US hematite) < a ferric 
oxide ore forming dark 
red or reddish-black 
masses. > [from 
Greek haimattés (lithas, 
‘bloodlike (stone)’| 
haemato- /hee-ma- 
toh/ comb. «form (US 
hemato-) blood. [from 
Greek haima haimat- ‘blood’| 
haematology /hee-ma-tol- 
6ji/ n. (US hematology) the 
study of the physiology of the 
blood. 0 haematological ad. haematologist 7. 


ORE, 


HAEMATITE 


haematoma 7. (US hematoma) Med. a solid 
swelling of clotted blood within the tissues. 
haemo- /hee-moh/ comb jorm (US hemo-} 


= Haemaro-. [abbr. | 

haemoglobin /hee-m6-gloh-bin/ n. (US hemo- 
globin) a red oxygen-carrying protein containing 
iron, present in the red blood cells of vertebrates. 
[shortened from HArM\vo- + GLOBULIN] 

haemophilia /hee-m6-/ n. (US hemophilia) \ed. 
a usu. hereditary cisorder with a tendency to bleed 
severely from even a slight injury, through the failure 
of the blood to clot normally. oc haemophilic ad). 

haemophiliac /hee-m6-/ n. (US hemophiliac) a 
person suffering from haemophilia 

haemorrhage /hem-6-rj/ (//S hemorrhage) 
e 7. 1 an escape of blood from a ruptured blood 
vessel, esp. when profuse. 2 an extensive damaging 
loss suffered hy a state, organization, etc f 
people or assets. @ 7. 1 intr suffer a haemorrhage. 
2 (rv. lose or dissipate, esp. wastefully. [from Greek 
haimorrhagia, literally ‘bursting of blood’| 0 haem- 
orrhagic ad. 

haemorrhoid /hem-6-roid/ 7. (("S hemorrhoid: 
usu. in fl.) swollen veims at or near the anus; piles. 
{from Greek haimorrhoides (phlebes) ‘bleeding (veins) | 


, esp. Of 


haemostasis /hee-m6-stay-sis/ n. ((/S hemo- 
stasis the stopping of the flow of blood from a 
wound etc. O haemostatic adj. 

haere mai /hy-ré my/ ini. N welcome. 
literally ‘come hither’ | 


[Maori, 


hafnium 7. Chem. a silvery lustrous metallic element 
occurring naturally with zirconium, used im tung- 
sten Uaments and clectrodes. {based on 
Latin Hajnia *Havn’, lormer name of Copenhagen, 
Denmark] 

haft e 1». the 
@ vir, provide \ 


illoys for 


yandle of a dagger or knife ete. 

ith a haft. [Old English] 

hag 7. 1 an ugly old woman. 2 a witch. [Middle 
English] o haggish ad). 


haggard ad). looking exhausted and distraught, esp. 
from fatigue, worry, privation, etc. [from French 
hagard| 0 haggardly adv. haggardness 1 


HADDOCK 


(Afelanogrammus aeg 


715 


haggis n. a Scottish dish consisting of a sheep's o1 
calf’s offal mixecl with suet. 


boiled in a bag made from the 


oalime il. [ec ind 
inimal’s stomach o1 
in an artificial bag. [Middle English] 


haggle e ¢.:n/r. dispute or bargain persistently. @ 7. a 
dispute or wrangle. {earlier im sense “to hack’: from 
Old Norse Adega ‘to hew’| o haggler n 


hagio- 


HAILSTONE 


A hailstone is an ice pellet 
that grows as air currents 
cause it to rise and fall 
within a cloud. As it falls, 
the pellet gathers an outer 
layer of moisture which 
freezes as it rises again. 
Eventually, the pellet 
grows too heavy for the 
upcurrents to support it 
and falls to the ground 

as a hailstone. 3 


LORMATION OFS 
HAILS LONE WITHIN é 
A CLOUD _ 


upcurrent 


ice pellet 


hagio- comb. form of saints or holiness. [from Greek 
hagios “holy| 

hagiographer #7. a writer of the lives of saints. 
hagiography 1. 1 the writing of the lives of saints. 
2 an idealized biography of any person. 0 hagio- 
graphic ad. hagiographical ad). 

hagiolatry 7. the worship of saints. 

hagiology 7. literature dealing with the lives and 
legends of saints. 0 hagiological ad. hagiolo- 
gist ””. 

hag-ridden ad. atilicted by nightmares or anx- 
ictics. 

hah var. of 4\1. 

ha-ha 7. a ditch with a wall on its Inner side below 
ground level, forming a boundary without inter- 
rupung the view. [French] 

ha ha ini. representing laughter. [Old English] 

hahnium 7). Chem. the artificial radivactive clement 
of atomic number 105. [named after O. Hahn, 
German chemist, 1879 1968] 

haiku /hy-koo/ 2. ( pl. same) a Japanese three-part 
poem of usu. 17 syllables, [Japanese] 

hail'e 7. 1 pellets of frozen rain fallmg in showers. 
2 \foll. by of) a barrage or onslaught. @ 7. 2 afr 
prec. by if as subject) hail falls (7 0s hailing: if it 
hails, 2 a in pour down (blows, words, ct 

b ait, come down forcefully, [Old English] 

hail? e «1 ¢ greet enthusiastically. 2 4, signal to 
hailed a taxi). 3 te. otten foll. by as) acclaim hailed 
him king. 4 inte fol. by from, have one’s home or 
origins in hails from Mawitins . @ int. archaic or 
lierary expressing greeting, @ . La greeting or 
act of hailing. 2 distance as affecting the possi- 
bility of hailing teas when hal). [from Old 
Norse heil/ “sound, whole’| 

hail-fellow-well-met adj. informal: showing 
usu. excessive familiarity, 

Hail Mary vn. the Ave Maria (sec wi. 2. 1). 

hailstone 7. Aa pellet of hail. 

hailstorm »).a period of heavy hail. 

hair 7. 1 > a any of the fine threacllike strands 
growing from the skin of mammals, esp. from 
the human head. b these collectively tAiy hair is 
falling out, 2 a an artificially produced hairhke 
strand, cg ina brush. b a mass of such hairs. 3 an 
elongated cell growing from the epidermis of a 
plant. 4a very small quantity or extent (also aftrth: 
a har cack, Q get in a person’s hair colli, 
encumber or anvoy a person, keep one’s hair on 
But. collog. remain can: not ect angry. let one’s 
hair down co/log. abancon restraint. make one’s 
hair stand on end horrily onc. not turn a hair 


outermost 
we layer 


down | 
current 


hail- 


stone 


remain unmoved or unaffected. [Old English] 
o haired adj. (also in comb.). hairless adj. hairlike 
ad). 

hairband 7. a band for securing or tying back one’s 
hair, 

hairbreadth 7. = ivik’s seianin (esp. atinh: a hair- 
breadth escape). 

hairbrush 7. a brush for smoothing the hair. 

haircloth ». stiff cloth woven from hair. 

haircut 7. 1 a cutting of the hair. 2 the style in 
which the hair is cut. 

hairdo 1. (//. -dos) collog. the style of or an act of 
stvling a woman’s hair. 

hairdresser 7. 1 a person who cuts and styles hair, 
esp. professionally, 2 the business or establishment 
of a hairdresser, o hairdressing 1. 

hairdryer 7. (also hairdrier) an electrical device 
for drying the hair by blowing warm air over it. 


hair 


_ shaft 


seal 
duct 


pore 
| 


epidermas 


basal layer 


| dermis , 
, 
| V blood 
haw / 
. pypy * VOEVNE. 
follick erel lay . 
yee MUSCLE subcutaneous 
gland 


As sie 


HAIR: SLC PION EH ROUGH PEO MAN 
SIKIN SHHOWING EEATR 


half 


hairgrip 7. Brit. a flat hairpin with the ends close 
together. 
hairline 7. 1 the edge of a person’s hair, esp. on the 
forehead. 2 (usu. aétrih.) a very thin hne or crack etc. 
hairnet 7. a piece of fine mésh-work for confining 
the hair. 
hair of the dog 2. alcoholic drink to cure the 
effects of alcoholic drink. 
hairpiece 7. a quantity of hair used to augment a 
person’s natural hair. 
hairpin 7. a U-shaped pin for fastening the hair. 
hairpin bend 7. a sharp U-shaped bend in a road. 
hair-raising adj. terrifying. 
hair’s breadth ». a very small amount or margin. 
hair shirt e 7. a shirt of haircloth, worn formerly 
by penitents and ascetics. @ alirb.ad. (hair-shirt) 
austere, harsh, self-sacrificing. 
hairslide n. Bri. a clip for keeping the hair in pos- 
ition. 
hair-splitting adj. G n. making excessively fine 
distinctions. D hair-splitter 7. 
hairspray 7. a solution sprayed on to the hair to 
keep it in place. 
hairspring 7. a fine spring regulating the balance 
wheel in a watch. 
hairstyle n. a particular way of arranging the hair. 
0 hairstyling ». hairstylist 7. 
hair-trigger 7. a trigger of a firearm set for release 
at the slightest pressure. 
hairy ad). (hairier, hairiest) 1 covered with hair 
2 having the feel of hair. 3 slang alarmingly 
unpleasant or difficult. O hairily adv. hairiness 7. 
haj 7. (also hay; the Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca. 
[from Arabic hay pilgrimage’ | 
haji 7. (also hajjij ( p/. -s) 1 a Muslim who has been 
to Mecca as a pilgrim. 2 (Haji) a tide given to such 
a pilgrim. [related to Hy] 
haka ». 1 a Maori ceremonial war clance accom- 
panied by chanting» 2 an imitation of this by 
members of a New Zealand sports team before a 
match, [Maori] ; 
hake x. any edible mayine fish of the genus Aferluc- 
clus, esp. M. merluccius with an elongated body and 
large head. [Middle English] 
halal /ha-lahl/ @ «./) ‘halalled, halalling) kill (an 
animal) as prescribed by Muslim law. e@ 7. (often 
attrib.) meat prepared in this way. [from Arabic falal 
‘lawtul’| 
halberd ». (also halbert) fist. a combined spear 
and hattleaxe. & Rounnuran. [from Middle High 
German /elmbarde| 
halcyon /hal-si-6n/ adj. 1 calm, peaceful (halcyon 
days). 2 (of a period) happy, prosperous. [from 
Greek (Aja/kuon “kinefisher’] 
hale! ad. strong and healthy (esp. in hale and 
hearty). [Old English hal ‘whole’| 0 haleness v. 
hale? uf drag or draw forcibly. [from Old Norse 
hala| 
halfe 7. ( p/. halves) J either of two equal or corres- 
ponding parts or groups into which a_ thing, 
number, or quantity, is or might be divided. 2 collog. 
= HALFBACK. 3. Brit. collog. half a pint, esp. of beer. 
4 cither of two equal periods of play in sports. 
5 collog. a half-price fare or ticket, esp. for a child, 
@ predet. of an amount or quantity equal to a half, 
or loosely to a part thought of as roughly a half 
take half the men; spent half the time reading: half a 
pint... @ ad. forming a half (a half share). e adv. 
1 (often in comé,) to the extent of half; partly conly 
hal/-cooked: half-frozen;, half-laughing). 2 to a certain 
extent; somewhat (esp. in idiomatic phrases: hal/ 
dead. am half inclined to agree), 3 (in reckoning time) by 
the amount of half can hour ete.) (Aa/f past fe). D at 
half cock see cock’. by half (prec. by foo + adj.) 
excessively (too clever by half). by halves imperfectly 
or incompletely (never does things by halves). half a 
chance collog, the slightest opportunity (esp. given 
half a chance), half an eye the slightest degree of 
perceptiveness. have half a mind see anv. the 


half a crown 


half of it collog. the rest or more important part 
of something (usu. after meg: you don’t know the 
half of it). not half 1 not near’ ly ( (not half long enough). 
2 collog. not at all (not half bad). 3 Brit. slang to 
an extreme degree (he didn’t half get angry). [Old 
English] 


m Usage In sense 3 of the adverb, the word past is 
often omitted in colloquial usage, e.g, She came al half 
two. In some parts of Scotland and Ireland this 
means ‘half past one’. 


half a crown var. of HALI-GROWN. 

half a dozen var. of tHai-pozen. 

half-and-half e adv. in equal parts. @ adj. that is 
half one thing and half another. 

half-back 7. (in some sports) a player between 
the forwards and full-backs. > roorgau 

half-baked adj. 1 incompletely considered 
or planned. 2 (of enthusiasm etc.) only 
partly committed. 3 foolish. 

half-blood 7. 1 a person having one parent 
in common with another. 2 this relation- 
ship. 3 = HALF-BREED. 

half board 1. Bri. provision of bed, break- 
fast, and one main meal at a hotel ete. 

half-breed 1. offens. a person of mixed 
race. 

half-brother 7. a brother with whom one 
has only one parent in common. 

half-caste offers. @ n. a person whose parents 
are of different races. @ ad. of or relating to 
such a person. 

half-crown 7. (also half a crown) /us/. (in 
the UK) a former coin and monetary unit 


halo 


half-sister 7. a sister with whom one has only one 
parent in common. 

half-sole 7». the sole of a boot or shoe from the 
shank to the toe. 

half-term 7. S7i/, a period about halfway through a 
school term, when a short holiday is usually taken, 

half-timbered adj. Archit. ¥ having walls with a 
timber frame and a brick or plaster filling. o half- 
timbering 7. 


plaster tumber frame pointed 
infill gabli 


equal to 2s. 6d. (12'/p). 

half-cut adj. Bri. slang fairly drunk. 

half-dozen 7. 
about six. 

half-hardy adj. (of a plant) able to grow in the open 
air at all times except in severe frost. 

half-hear ty; ( past. and past part. half-heard) hear 
(a thing) incompletely. 

half-hearted aq. lacking enthusiasm; fecble. o half- 
heartedly adv. half-heartedness 1. 

half hitch 7. » a noose or knot 
formed by passing the end of a gue 
rope round its standing part “= 
and then through the loop. At 

half holiday 7. a day of 4 * 
which half is taken as a %y 
holiday. 

half-hour 1. 1 (also half an 
hour) a period of 30 minutes. 

2 a pomt of ume 30 minutes 
after any hour o'clock. o half-hourly ad. © adv. 
half-inch 7/7, Brit. collog. steal. [rhyming slang foi 

pinch| 

haif-landing 7. a landing where a flight of stairs 
turns through 180 degrees. 

half-life n. the me taken for the racioacuvity or 
some other property of a substance to fall to half is 
original value. 

half-light 1. a dim imperfect light. 

half-marathon 7. a long-distance running race. 
usu. of 13 miles 352 yards (21.243 km). 

half mast 7. the position of a flag halfway down 
the mast, as a mark of respect for a person who has 
died. 0 at half mast olten joc. (esp. of a garment 
having slipped down. 

half measures 7./)/, an unsatisfactory compromise 
or inaclequate policy. 

half-moon 77. 1 the Moon when only half its Wlu- 
minated surface is visible from Earth. 2 the ume 
when this occurs. 3 a semicircular object. 


also half a dozen) collog. six, or 


HALF HITCH 


half nelson sec ALison. 

half note p. esp. V. Amer Mus. = minim 1. 

half pay x. reduced incume, esp. on reurement. 

halfpenny /hayp-ni/ n. (also ba’penny) (//. 
~pennies or -pence) (in the UK) a former bronze 
coin worth half a penny (withdrawn in 1984). 


HALF-TIMBERED: 


]7TH-CENTURY 
HALF-TIMBERED ENGLISH HOUSE 


half-time 7. 1 the time at which half of a game or 
contest is completed. 2 a short interval occurring at 
this ume. 
half-title 7. 1 the tite or abbreviated ttle of a 
book, printed on the recto of the leaf preceding the 
utle-page. 2 the tide of a section of a book printed 
on the recto of the leaf preceding it. 
half-tone 7. 1 a reproduction printed from a 
block (produced by photographic means) in 
which the various tones of grey are pro- 
duced from small and large black dots. 
2 esp. US Alus. a semitone. 
half-track 7. 1 a propulsion system for land 
vehicles with wheels at the front and an end- 
less driven belt at the back. 2 a vehicle 
equipped with this. 
half-truth 7. a statement that conveys only part of 
the truth. 
half-volley 1. (p/. -eys) (in ball games) the playing 
of a ball as soon as it bounces off the ground. 
halfway e adi. 1 at a point equidistant between two 
others Aalfway lo Rome). 2 to some extent; more or less 
(halfixay decent). @ adj. situated halfway (a halfway point). 
halfway house 7. 1 a compromise. 2 the halfway 
pomt in a progression. 3 a centre for rehabilitating 
ex-prisoners, mental patients, or others unused to 
normal life. 4 an inn midway between two towns. 
halfwit 7. 1 collog. a foolish or stupid person. 2 a 
person who is mentally deficient. o halfwitted 
ad. half-wittedly adv. half- 
wittedness /. 


half-yearly adj. © adv. esp. Brit. at 
intervals of six months, 

halibut 7. (f/. samc) » any of 
various large marine flatfishes, 
esp. Hippoglossus hippoglossuy of 
the N. Atlantic, used as food. 
[Middle English, from hah 
‘holy’ + butt ‘flattish’| 

halide /hay-lyd/ n. Chem. a binary compound of a 
halogen with another clement or group. 


haliotis 7. » any edible gastro- 
pod mollusc of the genus y 
Haliotis with an ear-shaped 
shell lined with mother-of- 
pearl. [from Greek hals hah 
‘sea’ + ous Ot- ‘ear’| 
halite /hal-Ii/ 7. rock salt. 
[based on Greek hals ‘salt’] 
halitosis 7. = 
[based on Latin 
‘breath’ ] 
hall x. 1 a a space or passage 
into which the front entrance 
of a house etc. opens. b N. Amer: 
a corridor or passage in a 
building 2 a large room 
or building for meetings, 
meals, concerts, etc. 
3 Bnt. a large country 
house, esp. with a landed estate. 4 (Brit. in full 
hall of residence) a university residence for 
students. 5 a (in a college etc.) a common dining 
room. b Br. dinner in this. 6 the building of a 
guild (Fishmongers’ Hall). 7 a large public room in 
a palace etc. [Old English] 
hallelujah /hal-i-loo-ya/ var. of AvuuLuw. 
hallmark e 7. 1 a mark used by the British 
assay offices indicating the standard of gold, 
silver, and platinum. 2 any distinctive feature. 
e vf 1 stamp with a hallmark. 2 designate as 
excellent. [from Goldsmiths’ Hall in London, 
where articles are tested and stamped] 
hallo esp. Brit. var. of HELLo. 
Hall of Fame 7. 1 esp. \. Amer. a building with 
memorials of people who have excelled, esp. in 
a particular sport. 2 a group of people famous 
in a particular sphere. 
hall of residence see HA. 4. 


BAD BREATH. 
halitus 


HALIOTIS: 
INNER SURFACE OF 
HALIOTIS SHELL 


halloo e i/. 1 inciting dogs to the chase. 2 calling 
attention. 3 expressing surprise. @ 7. the cry ‘halloo’, 
e ». (halloos, hallooed) 1 itr cry ‘halloo’, esp. to 
dogs. 2 intr, shout to attract attention. 3 /: urge on 
(dogs etc.) with shouts. 

hallow w./, 1 make holy, consecrate. 2 honour as 
holy. [Old English] 

Hallowe’en 1. the eve of All Samts’ Day, 31 Oct. 

hall porter n. Bril. a porter who carries baggage 
etc. in a hotel. 

hallstand 7. a stand in the hall of a house. with a 
1nlTor, pegs, etc. 

hallucinate ». I /, produce illusions in the mind of 
(a person). 2 intr. experience hallucinations. [from 
Laun (hjallucinari ‘to wander in mind’] o hallu- 
cinator i. 


hallucination x. the apparent perception of an 
object not actually present. o hallucinatory adj. 

hallucinogen 7. a drug causing hallucinations. 
oO hallucinogenic adj. 

hallway 7. an entrance hall or corridor. 

halm var. of HAULM. 


halo e 7. (pl. -oes or -os) 1 a disc or circle of light 
shown surrounding the head of a sacred person. 
2 the glory associated with an idealized person et« 
3 a circle of white or coloured light round a lumi- 


HALIBUT: 
PACIPEG HALIBL I 


Hippoglo 


slenolepty) 


halogen 


nous body, esp. the Sun or Moon. 4 a circle or ring. 
@ wir (-oes, -oed) surround with a halo. {from 
Greck halds “disc of the Sun or Moon’} 

halogen /hal-6-jén/ x. 1 Chem. any of a group of 
reactive non-metallic elements (fluorme, chlorine, 
bromine, iodine, and astatine) which form strongly 
acidic compounds with hydrogen from which 
simple salts can be made, 2 (atrié.) (of lamps and 
radiant heat sources) using a filament surrounded 
by a halogen, usu. iodine vapour. [based on Greek 
hals halos “sal | o halogenic ad). 

halon /hay-lon/ n. Chem. any of various gascous 
compounds of carbon, bromine, and other 
halogens, used to extinguish fires. 

halophyte /hal-6-fyt/ n. » a 
plant adapted to — saline 
conditions. — [basecl — on 
Greck hals halos ‘salt’| 

halt'e x. 1a stop usu. 
temporary) (came lo a 
halt), 2 a temporary 
stoppage on a march 
or journey. 3 Bri. a 
minor stopping place 
on a local railway 
line. @ vinin G& tr 

stop; come or bring 


to a halt. o call a 
halt (to, decide to 
stop. — [originally — in 


phrase make halt, from 
German Halt machen| 

halt? e@ vint: 1 \esp. as 
halting ad.) fail to make 
sinooth progress. 2 hesitate (halt between tee o opinions). 
3 walk hesitatingly. 4 archaic be lame. @ adj. archai 
lame, (Old English] o haltingly ad: 

halter 7. 1 a rope or strap with a headstall for 
horses or cattle, 2 a a strap round the back of a 
woman's neck holcline her dress-top and leaving 
her shoulders and hack bare. b a dress-top held by 
this. [Old English] 

halter-neck a/liih.adj. (of a garment) held up by a 
strap around the neck. 


HALOPHY TE: 
GLASSWOR] 


(Salicornia europaea) 


halva ». ‘also halvah: a sweet confection of sesame 
flour and honey. [from Arabic hahen} 

halve i./: I divide into two lalves a parts 2 reduce 
by half. 3 share equally. 4 Golf use the same number 
of strokes as one’s opponent in (a hole or match). 

halves f/. of iivii. 

halyard 7. .\au/. a rope or tackle for raising or 
lowering a sail or yard etc. & nixcHy, tac. [Middle 
English halier, related to wa ?] 

hame #. 1a the upper part of a pig's leg salted and 
dried or smoked for food. b the meat from this. 
2 the back of the thigh; the thigh and buttock. 
3 olten alirh) sfang an inexpert or unsubtle actor o1 
piece of acting, 4 Gn full radio ham) collog. the 
operator of an amateur radio station. @ Minin & tr. 
often toll. by up hammed, hamming) /ang 
overact: act or treat emotionally or sentimentally, 
[Old English] 

hamadryad 7), Gk. & Rom. Mfihol. a nymph who 
lives in a tree and dies when it [Greek 
Hamadruas, from hama ‘together’ + druy tree’| 


clics. 


hamburger . a becfburger. (German, literally ‘of 
Hamburg’, in Germany| 

ham-fisted ad). ¢o//og. clumsy, 0 ham-fistedly «ad: 
ham-fistedness ». 

ham-handed 7). ca/log. = Hant-visi en. 

Hamitic en. a group of African languages includ- 
ing ancient Egyptian and Berber. @ ad. 1 of o 
relating to this group of languages. 2 of or relating 
to the Hamites, a group of peoples in Egypt and 
N. Africa, by tradition descended trom Noah's son 
Ham .Gen. 10:6 19. 

hamlet ». 2 smal! villa 


German hamm ‘village’ ‘i 


© [based on Middle Low 


hammere». laa tool witha heavy metal heal at 


right angles to the handle. used for breaking, 


driving nails, etc. b a similar contrivance, as for 


exploding the charge in a gun, striking the strings of 


a piano, etc. & piano, 2 an auctioneer’s mallet for 
indicating by a sharp tap that an article is sold. 3a 
metal ball attached to a wire for throwing in an 
athletic contest. @v. La fr. G intr hit or beat with or 
as with a hammer. b intr strike loudly. 2 & (often 
foll. by in) inculcate (ideas, ee etc.) force- 
fully or repeatedly. 3 (r. collog. utterly defeat; inflict 

heavy damage on. 4 lr (foll. by at, away al) 

work hard or persistently at. O come under 
the hammer be sold at an auction, hammer 
out 1 make flat or smooth hy hammering. 
2 work out the details of laboriously. 3 play (a 

tune, esp. on the piano) loudly or clumsily. [Old 

Enelish} 

hammer and sickle 7. » the 

symbols of the industrial worker 

and the peasant used as the 

emblem of the former 

USSR and of international 

communism. 
hammer and tongs ad. 

collog. with great vigour and 

commotion, 


hammer drill ». a drill 
with a bit that moves back- 
wards and forwards while 
rotating, 


HAMMER AND 
SICKLE 


hammerhead ». (also hammerhead shark) any 
shark of the family Sphyrnidae, with a flattened 
head and cyes in lateral extensions of it. > siver 

hammer-toe 7. a cleformity in which the toe is 
bent permanently downwards. 

hammock 2. a bed of canvas or rope network. 
suspended by cords at the ends. [from Spanish 
hamaca\ 

hammy id). (hammier, hanimiest) 1 of or like 
ham, 2 collog. over-theatrical. 

hamper! n. 1 a large basket usu. with a hinged lid 
and containing food \ picnic hanper) or US laundry. 
2 Brit. a selection of food. drink. etc.. for an occa- 
sion. {from Old French hanapier ‘case for a goblet’| 

hamper? »./7: L prevent the free movement or activ- 
ity of 2 impede, hinder. [Middle English] 

hamster 2. a Eurasian rodent of the subfamily 
Cricetnae, having a short tal and large check 
pouches for storing food, esp. fin full common 
hamster) Criveius cricefuy and (im full golden 
hamster) J\/esorrivelus auratus, often kept as a pet or 
as a laboratory animal. & ropixt. [from Old High 
German hamustva “corn-weevl | 

hamstring .lIna/. en. 1 ¥ cach of five tendons at 
the back of the knee m humans. & Ki. 2 the great 
tendon at the back of the hock in quadrupeds. 


biceps femoris (hamstring) 


vemilendino sty 
(hamstring; 


HAMSTRING: IW) Ol LHI 
PSST TSS Tes STEER 


HAMSTRING 
HUAN LEG 


° handball 


@ vt (past and past part. hamstrung or ham- 
stringed) I cripple by cutting the hamstrings of 
(a person or animal). 2 prevent the activity or effi- 
ciency of. 
hand e 7. 1 a» the end pan of the human arm 
beyond the wrist. b in other primates, the end part 
of a forelimb, also used as a foot. 2 a (often in pl.) 
control, management, custody, disposal (is in good 
hands). b agency or influence (suffered at their hands), 
ca share in an action; active support. 3 the pointer 
of a clock or watch. 4 the right or left side or direc- 
tion relative to a person or thing, 5 a a skill (@ hand 
for making pastry). b a person skilful in some respect. 
6 a person who does or makes something, esp. 
distinctively (a picture by the same hand), 7 an wndivid- 
ual’s writing or the style of this; a signature. 8 a 
person etc. as the source of information etc. (at first 
hand). 9 a pledge of marriage. 10 a manual worker 
esp. in a factory, on a farm, or on board ship. 
11 athe playing cards dealt to a player. b the player 
holding these. ¢ a round of play. 12 coflog. applause 
(got a big hand), 13 the unit of measure of a horse's 
height, equal to 4 inches (10.16 cm), 14 Brit. a fore- 
lege cut of pork. 15 a bunch of bananas. 16 (afi7h,) 
a operated or held in the hand (hand drill, hand 
luggage). b done by hand and not by machine 
ind. knitted ). @ v.tr, 1 deliver; transfer by hand or 
otherwise, 2 convey verbally (Aanded me a lot of 
abuse). 3 collog, give away too readily (handed them the 
advantage). D all hands 1 the entire crew of a ship. 
2 the entire workforce. at hand 1 close by. 2 about 
to happen. by hand I by a person and not a 
machine. 2 delivered privately and not by post. 
from hand to mouth satisfying only one’s imme- 
diate needs talso altri: a hand-lo-mouth existence). get 
(or have or keep) one’s hand in become (or be or 
remain) practised in something. give (or lend) a 
hand assist in an action or enterprisc. hand down 
1 pass the ownership or use of to another, esp. a 
descendant. 2 a transmit ,a decision) from a higher 
court etc. b US expyess (an opinion or verdict), 
hand in glove in collusion or association. hand 
in hand in close association, hand it to collog. 
acknowledge the merit of. hand on pass (a thing) 
to the next in a serics. hand out 1 serve. clistribute. 
2 award, allocate (the judges handed out stiff sentences), 
hand over deliver; gurrender possession of. hand 
over fist col/og. with rapid progress. hand round 
ior CS around, distribute. hands down with no 
difficulty. hands off a warning noP to touch or 
interfere with something, @ adj. (hands-off) not 
involving or requiring direct control or inter- 
vention, hands-on 1 Computing of or requiring 
personal operationsat a keyboard. 2 involving or 
offering active participation rather than theory. 
hands up! an instruction to raise one’s hands 
in surrender or to signify assent or participation, 
have (or take) a hand in share or take part in, 
have one’s hands full be fully occ upied, have 
one’s hands tied o/log. be unal le to act. in hand 
1 receinme attention. 2 in reserve. 3 under one’s 
control. lay (or put) one’s hands on sce 1... 
off one’s hands no longer one’s responsibility. 
on every hand wr all hands) to or from 
all directions. on hand 1 available. 2 present, in 
attendance. on one’s hands | resting on one as 
a responsibility. 2 at one’s clisposal: available tzezh 
time on his hands). on the one \or the other hand 
from one for another) point of view. out of hand 
1 out of control. 2 peremptorily (efused oul of hand). 
put (or set) one’s hand to start work on; engage 
in. to hand 1 within casy reach. 2 (of a letter) 
reccived. turn one’s hand to undertake (as a new 
activity). [Old English] o handless ad). 
handbag 1, a small bag for a purse ew . carried esp. 
by a woman. 
handball ». 1 a Bri. a game similar to football in 
Which the ball is thrown rather than kicked. b a 
game im which a ball is hit with the hand ina walled 
court. 2 Foutball intentional touchine of the ball 
with the hand or arm by a player other than the 
goalkeeper in the penalty area, constituting a foul. 


handbasin 


HAND 


The human hand is a sensitive tool 
with opposable fingers and thumb. 

A system of muscles and tendons in 
the forearm and hand flex and extend 


ring 


Singer 


a wide range of precise movements. 


little finger 


tendon of 


handbasin 7. a small washbasin. 

handbell z. a small cll rung by hand, esp. one of a 
set giving a range of notes. 

handbill 7. a printed notice distributed by hand. 

handbook 7. a short manual or guidebook. 

handbrake 7. a brake operated by hand. 

h. & c. abbr. Bri’. hot and cold (water). 

handcart 7. a small cart pushed or drawn by hand. 

handclap 7. a clapping of the hands. 

handcraft @ 7. = HaNpick rr. @ utr make by handi- 
craft. . 

handcuff e 7. (in //.) 
> a pair of lockable 
linked metal rings 
for securing a pris- 
oner’s wrists. @ 2.17 
put handcuffs on. a 

-handed adj. (in comb.) 
1 for or involving a speci- 
fied number of hands 
(In various senses) *(dze0- 
handed). 2 using chiefly 
the hand specified (/ef-handed). 0 -handedly ad. 
-handedness 7. (both in sense 2). : 

handful 7. ( //. -fuls) 1 a quantity that fills the hand. 
2 a small number or amount. 3 collog. a trouble- 
some person or task, 


HANDCUFF: 
1OTH-CENTURY 
BRITISH HANDCUFFS 


hand grenade sce Grenanr. 

handgrip n. 1 a grasp with the hand. 2 a handle 
designed for easy holding. 

handgun 7. a small firearm held in and fired with 
one hand. & Gun 

hand-held e adj. designed to be held in the hand. 
@ 7. asmall hand-held computer. 

handhold pn. something for the hands to grip on (in 
climbing, sailing, etc.). 

handicap e 7. 1 a a disadvantage imposed on a 
superior competitor in order to make the chances 
more equal. b a race or contest in which this is 
imposed. 2 the number of strokes by which a golfer 
normally exceeds par for the course. 3 a thing that 
makes progress or success difficult. 4 a condition 
that markedly restricts a person’s ability to function 
physically, mentally, or socially. @ wf (handi- 
capped, handicapping) 1 impose a handicap on. 
2 place at a disadvantage. [probably from phrase 
hand in cap: the cap held forfeit money im a game of 
chance (17th c.)] c handicapper 7. 

handicapped adj. sulfering from a physical or 
mental disability. 

handicraft 7. work that requires both manual and 
artistic skill. [Middle English] 


rf 
a framework of 27 bones, allowing ~. 


middle finger 


index finger/ 
Jorefinger 


thumb 
paller; 


cuticle 


: | 


“ little finger 
phalanges Zk : nerve 
little finger 
\ muscle 
\ 
' metacarpals me i ee vein 
\ tendons \ h 
carpals —| s,\ ' } 
AN; OERe 
BONES OF THE INTERNAL ANATOMY ea figamental band 
HUMAN HAND OF THE HUMAN HAND V fit around wrist 


handiwork 7. work done or a thing made by hand, 
or by a particular person. [Old English] 
handkerchief 7. (//. handkerchiefs or -chieves) 
a square of cloth for wiping one’s nose, etc. 
handle e 7. 1 the part by which a thing is held, 
carried, or controlled. 2 a fact that may be taken 
advantage of (gave a handle to his critics). 3 collog. a 
personal title. 4 the feel of goods when handled. 
e«.f7, 1 touch, feel, operate, or move with the hands. 
2 manage or deal with (snows how to handle people). 
3 deal in (goods). 4 discuss or write about 
(a subject). [Old English] o handleable ad. 
handleability 7. handled ad}. (also in vomb.). 
handlebar 2. (often in p/.) the steering bar of a 
bicycle ete. > Bicvcu. 
handlebar moustache 7. a thick moustache 
extended sideways with curved ends. 
yy handler 7. 1 a person who handles or 
b. deals in certain commodities. 2 a 
person who trains and looks after an 
aninial (esp. a police dog). 
handmade adj. made by hand and 
not by machine. 
handmaid 7. 


archai a female servant. 


(also handmaiden) 

hand-me-down 7. an article of clothing etc. 
passed on from another person. 

handout 7. It something given free to a needy 
person. 2 a statement given to the press etc. 

handover 7. esp. Brit. the act or an imstance of 
handing over. 

hand-pick 7/7 (usu. as handpicked adj.) choose 
carefully or personally. 

handrail »). a narrow rail for holding as a support. 

handset 7. a telephone mouthpiece and earpiece 
forming one unit. & PELELPHONI 

hands-free adj. (esp. of a telephone) designed to be 
operated without using the hands. 

handshake 7. the shaking of a person’s hand with 
one’s own as a grecting etc. 

handsome adj. (handsomer, handsomest) 
1 (csp. of a man) good-looking. 2 imposing, fine 
(handsome building, handsome stallion). 3 a generous, 
liberal (a handsome present). b (of a price, fortune, etc., 
as assets gained) considerable. [Middle English in 
sense ‘easily handled, suitable’| G handsomeness ». 

handsomely adi. 1 generously, liberally. 2 finely. 
beauufully, 3 Nau/. carefully. 

handspike 2. a wooden rod shod with iron, used as 
a lever on board ship and by artillery soldiers. 


handspring 7. a somersault in which one lands 
first on the hands and then on the feet. 


hanging 


handstand 7. an act of balancing on one’s hands 
with the feet in the air or against a wall. 

hand-to-hand adj. (of fighting) at close quarters. 

hand tool z. a tool operated by hand without elec- 
tricity. 

handwork 7. work done with the hands. o hand- 
worked ad. 

handwriting 7. 1 writing with a pen, pencil, etc. 
> caLLicrarny. 2 a person’s particular style of writ- 
ing, G handwritten adj. 

handy adj. (handier, handiest) 1 convenient to 
handle or use. 2 ready to hand. 3 clever with the 
hands. 5 handily adv. handiness 7. 

handyman 7. (f/. -men) a person able or 
employed to do occasional domestic repairs and 
minor renovations. 

hang e ». (fast and past part. hung except in sense 7) 
1 & a secure or cause to be supported from above, 
esp. with the lower part free. b (foll. by up, on, on to, 
etc.) attach loosely by suspending from the top. 
2 tr, set up (a door, gate, etc.) on its hinges. 3 f place 
(a picture) on a wall or in an exhibition. 4 ¢r attach 
(wallpaper) to a wall. 5 ¢ (foll. by on) collog. attach 
the blame for (a thing) to (a person) (you can’t hang 
that on me). 6 ty (foll. by with) decorate by hanging 
pictures or decorations etc. (a hall hung with ta- 
pestries). 7 tx G mir. (past and past parl. hanged, 
a suspend or be suspended by the neck until dead, 
esp. as a form of capital punishment. b as a mild 
oath (hang the expense; let everything go hang). 8 tr. let 
droop (hang one’ head). 9 fr, suspend (meat or garne) 
from a hook and leave it until dry or tender or high. 
10 wir be or remain hung (in various senses). 
11 ity. remain static in the air. 12 intr be present or 
imminent, esp. oppressively or threateningly (a hush 
hung over the room). 13 intr. (foll. by on) a be dependent 
on (everything hangs on the discussions). b listen closely 
to (hangs on their every word). @ n. 1 the way a thing 
hangs or falls. 2 a downward droop or bend. 0 be 
hung up on s/any have a psychological obsession 
or problem about (i; Aung up on her father). get the 
hang of co/log. understand the technique or mean- 
ing of. hang around (also Sri/. about) 1 a loiter or 
dally; not move away. b linger near (a person or 
place). ¢ wait. 2 (foll. by wth) associate with (a 
person etc.). hang back 1 show reluctance to act 
or move. 2 remain behind. hang fire be slow in 
taking action or in progressing. hang heavily (or 
heavy) (of time) pass slowly. hang in esp. . Amer. 
collog. 1 persist, persevere. 2 linger. hang on 
1 collog. continue or persevere. 2 (often foll. by ¢o) 
continue to hold or grasp. 3 (foll. by éo) retain; fail 
to give back. 4 a collug. wait for a short time. b (in 
telephoning) continue to listen durmg a pause in 
the conversation. hang out 1 hang from a window, 
clothes line, ete. 2 protrude or cause to protrude 
downwards. 3 (foll. by of) lean out of (a window 
etc.). 4 slang reside or be often present. hang 
together 1 make sense. 2 remain associated. hang 
up I hang from a hook, peg, etc. 2 end a telephone 
conversation, esp. (foll. by on) abruptly (then he hung 
up un me). not care (or give) a hang collog. not care 
at all. [Old English, partly from Old Norse] 

hangar 7. a building for housing aircrafi etc. 
[French] 0 hangarage 7. 

hangdog adj. shamefaced. 

hanger 7. 1 a person or thing that hangs. 2 {in full 
coat-hanger) a shaped piece of wood or plastic 
etc. from which clothes may be hung. 

hanger-on 17. (p/. hangers-on) a follower or 
dependant. 

hang-glider 7. a frame with a fabric acrofoil 
stretched over it, from which the pilot is suspended, 
controlling its flight by body movement. o hang- 
glide u.intr: hang-gliding n. 

hanging e ». 1 athe practice or an act of exccuting 
by hanging a person. b (att76.) meriting or causing 
this (@ hanging offence). 2 (usu. in pi.) draperies hung 
on a wall etc. @ ad. 1 that hangs or is hung; 
suspended. 2 situated on a steep slope (hanging 
gardens, hanging glacier). 


hangman 


hangman pn. (//. -men) 1 an executioner who 
hangs condenmed persons. 2 a game for two in 
which failed attempts to guess the letters of a word 
are recorded by drawing a gallows and someone 
hanging on it. 

hangnail n= aan. [alteration of wnat] 

hang-out n. s/ang a place one lives in or frequently 
Visits. 

hangover 7. 1 a severe headache or other afier- 
effects caused by drinking an excess of alcohol. 
2 a survival from the past. 

Hang Seng index ». a figure indicating the relative 
price of representative shares on the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange. [from Hang Seng, name of a Hong 
Kong bank] 

hang-up 2. s/ang an emotional problem or inhibition. 

hank 7. a coil or skein of wool or thread ete. [from 
Old Norse hénk| 

hanker .inir. (foll. by for. affer, or to + infin.) long for; 
crave. O hankerer v. hankering n. 

hanky 2. (also hankie) | //. -ies) collog. a handker- 
chiet. 

hanky-panky 7. s/ang 1 naughtiness, esp. sexual. 
2 clishonest dealing; trickery. [1 9th-century coinage] 

Hanoverian /han-6-veer-ian/ adj. of or relating 
to the British sovercigns from George | to Victoria 
(1714-1901). [from Hanover in Germany, whose 
Elector became George I in 171 #] 

Hansard ». the official verbatim record of debates 
in the British Parhament. [named afier TL C. 
Hansard, English printer, died who first 
printed it] 


1833, 


Hansen’s disease 7. = iirross | 


G. H. A. Hansen, Norwegian plivsician. 


[named after 
[841 1912] 
hansom 2». (in lull hansom cab fis/, ¥ a Wwo- 
wheeled horse-clrawn cab accommodating two inside. 
with the driver scated behind. [named after J. A 
803 82, who designed it] 


Hansom, English architect, 


HANSOM: 
IOUT Tithe (TERN TESS 
3RITTISH HANSOM GAB 


hantavirus 7. a virus of a kind carried by rodents 
ancl causing various diseases characterized by fever 
and [from Hantaan (a river in 
Korea where the virus was first isolated) ] 

Hanukkah /han-wu-ka/ 7. \also Chanukkah) th: 
Jewish festival of lights, commemorating the purifi- 
cation of the Temple in irom Hebrew 
ha nukkah “consecration | 


haemorrhaging 


165. 


hap ». archaic V chance, luck. 2.a chan 
[from Old Norse happ| 
ha’penny var. of iytirnssy 


SF oceurrence 


haphazard e ad. done ctc. by chance; random, 
e@ ad. at random. 0 haphazardly «ad: 


hapless ad). unfortunate. oO haplessly ad 


haploid «7, Biol, oof a cell) having a single set ol 
unpaired chromosomes. £  miosts. 2 iof an organ- 
ism, composed of haploid cells [from Greck 
haplous single’ + edu, form’ | 

happen ¢.i/r 1 occur. 2 foll. by fo + infin. have the 
good or bad) fortune we (/ happened to meet her. 
3 foll by fo he the (esp. unwelcome fate or experi 


ence of (J hope nothing happens to them). € (foll. by on) 
encounter or discover by chance. 0 as it happens 
in fact (as wt happens, ut turned out well). [Middle 
Priglish| 

happening e 7. 1 an event or occurrence. 2 an 
improvised or spontaneous theatrical etc. perfor- 
mance. @ adj. slang exciting, fashionable, trendy. 

happenstance ”. esp. /\. Amer. a thing that happens 
by chance. 

happy d. (happier. happiest) 1 feeling or show- 
ing pleasure or contentment. 2 a fortunate; 
characterized by happiness. b (of words, behaviour, 
cte.) apt, pleasing. 3 collog. slightly drunk. 4 (in 
comb.) collog. inclined to use excessively or at random 
(inigger-happy). D happy as a sandboy see sanproy. 
[Middle English] o happily adv. happiness n. 

happy families 7. Brit. a card game the object of 
which is to acquire four members of the same 
‘family’. 

happy-go-lucky adj. cheerfully casual. 

happy hour 7. a period of the day when drinks are 
sold at reduced prices. 

happy hunting ground 7. a place where success 
or enjoyment is obtained. 

happy medium 7. a satisfactory compromise; the 
avoidance of extremes 

hara-kiri 77. ritual suicide by disembowelment with 
a sword, formerly practised by Samurai to avoid 
dishonour. [colloquial Japanese, from hara ‘belly 
+ Air’ cutting | 

harangue /hi-rang/ e 7. a lengthy and carnest 
speech, @ z./r lecture or make a harangue to. [from 
medieval Latin harenga| 

harass /ha-ras/ v.tx 1 trouble and annoy continu- 
ally or repeatedly. 2 make repeated attacks on. 
{from Old French ‘to set a dog on] 
0 harasser 1). harassment 7). 


harer 


a Usage This word is also often pronounced with 
the stress on the second syllable, but this is consid- 
ered 1 incorrect by some people. 


Rare eee /har-bin-jer/ x. 2 a person or thing 
that announces or signals the approach of another. 
2 a forerunner. [originally in sense ‘a person who 


provides — lodging’: based 
on Old French — herberge 
‘lodging’ } 


harbour (/‘S harbor; 
e@ 7. 1 a place of shelter for ships. 2 a 
shelter: a place of refuge or protection. e v. 1 ¢: 
give shelter to (esp. a criminal or wanted person). 
2 ir, kecp in one’s mind, esp. resentfully (Aarhour a 
grudge). 3 intr. come to anchor in a harbour. [Old 
English | 
harbour master 7. (/'S harbormaster) an offi- 
cial in charge of a harbour. 
hard e aj, 1 (of a substance, material, etc.) firm and 
solic, 2 a difficult to understand or explain (@ hard 
problem). b clifficult to accomplish (a hard decision) 
¢e (loll. by fo + infin.) not easy to (hard to believe, hard 
to please). 3 difficult to bear (a hard life). 4 unteeling: 
severely critical. 5 (of a season or the weather 
(a hard winter; a hard frost). 6 arsh or un- 
pleasant to the senses (hard colours). 7 a strenuous. 
enthusiastic, intense hard worker: a hard fight 
b severe. uncompromising (a hard bargain; 
e Polit. extreme: most radical (the hard right 
8 a (of liquor) strongly alcoholic. b (of drugs) potent 
and adelictive. e (of radiation) highly penetrating 
d (of pornography 9 (of wate) 
containing mineral salt: that make lathe ring dilli- 
cult. 10 established; not disputable (hard facts) 
Ih Stock Evch. of currency, prices, etc.) high; not like! 
to fall in value. 12 \of a consonant) guttural fas ¢ in 
ral, 2 in go}. @ adv. 1 strenuously, intensely, copiously 
tiny | hard: chard). 2 with difficulty 
3 so as to be hard or firm (the 
.@n. Bri. La sloping roadway across a 
2 slang = HARvo LABOUR (gol Leo years” hard) 
oa be hard on 1 be dilficult for. 2 be severe in one’s 


severe 


hard 
if fords Us 


highly obscene. 


ok hard al: ty yaining 
or eflort hard-earned 


set ha 


i) esh Dae 


hard-hearted 


treatment or criticism of. 3 be unpleasant to (the 
senses). be hard put to it (usu. foll. by fo + infin.) 
find it difficult. hard at it co/log. busily working or 
occupied. hard by near; close by. a hard case 
1 collog. a an intractable person. b Austral. & . Nan 
amusing or eccentric person. 2 a case of hardship. 
hard on (or upon) close to in pursuit etc. put the 
hard word on Ausiral. & NZ slang ask a favour of, 
{Old English] o hardish ad. hardness n. 

hard and fast aq). (of a rule or a distinction made) 
definite, unalterable, strict. 

hardback e adj. (of a book) bound in stiff covers. 
e 7. a hardback book. 

hardball n. NV. mer FE = wasepvut.. 2 slang uncom- 
promising methods or dealings, esp. in politics 
( play hardball). 

hardbitten aq). collog. tough and cynical. 

hardboard ». stiff board made of compressed and 
treated wood pulp. 

hard-boiled adj. 1 (of an egg) boiled until the white 
and the yolk are solid. 2 (of a person) tough, shrewd. 

hard cash n. negotiable coins and banknotes. 

hard cheese sce curisi:!. 

hard copy 27. printed material produced by 
computer. 

hard-core ad. 1 forming a nucleus or centre. 
2 blatant, uncompromising. 3 (of pornography) 
explicit, obscene. 4 (of drug addiction) relating to 
‘hard’ drugs, 

hard core 7. 1 an irreducible nucleus. 2 collog. a the 
most committed members of a society etc. b a 
conservative or reactionary nunority. 3 (usu. hard- 
core) Bri. solid material forming the foundation of 
a road ctc. 4 (usu. hardcore) popular music that is 
experimental in nature and usu. characterized by 
high volume and aggressive presentation. 

hardcover adj, Sn. esp..\ 

hard disk 7. Computing ¥ a rigid usu. magnetic disk, 
having a large data storage capacity. & COMPUTER 


Amer. = HARDBACK. 


. 
"| g 

rotating read-write . 

magnetic eed | baseplate 
disk 5 


HARD DISK 


hard-done-by ad). Bii/. wifairly treated. 

hard-earned adj. that has taken a great deal of 
eflort to earn or acquire. 

harden 1. 1 tr i mir, make or become hard o1 
harder. 2 int, G tr; become, or make (one’s attitude 
etc,), less anes 3 intr. (of prices ete.) cease 
to fall or fluctuate. O harden off inure (a plant 
to cold by gradual increase of its exposure. 0 hard- 
ener i. 

hardening x. 1 the process or an instance of 
becoming hard. 2 (in full hardening of the 
arteries \ed. = Rit Riosc LeRosis. 

hard feelings »../)/. (eclings of resentment. 

hard hat» 1 protective headgear worn on building 
sites etc. 2 collog. a reactionary person 

hard-headed «7. practical, realistic: not sentimen- 
tal. O hard-headedly adv. hard-headedness n. 

hard-hearted adj. unteeling, unsympathetic. 
0 hard-heartedly a/:, hard-heartedness ». 


hardihood 


hardihood ». boldness, daring. 

hard labour x. heavy manual work as a punish- 
ment, esp. In a prison. 

hard line e x. unyiclding adherence to a firm 
policy. @ attrib.adj. (hardline) unyielding, strict, 
frm. Oo hardliner n. 

hard lines 7.p/. Brit. collog. = waxy tuck. 

hard luck n. worse fortune than one deserves. 

hardly adv. 1 scarcely; only just (we hardly knew them). 
2 only with difficulty (could hardly speak). 3 harshly. 
G hardly any almost no; almost none. hardly 
ever very rarely. 


m Usage Hardly should not be used with negative 
constructions. Expressions such as J couldn't hardly 
see are non-standard; the correct form is J could 
hardly see. 


hard-nosed adj. collog. realistic, uncompromising. 

hard of hearing adj. somewhat deaf. 

hard-on 2. coarse slang an erection of the penis. 

hard pad n. a form of distemper in dogs etc. 

hard palate 7. the front part of the palate. > He,» 

hardpan n. Geol. a hardened layer of clay occurring 
in or below the soi profile. 

hard-pressed adj. 1 closely pursued. 2 burdened 
with urgent business. 

hard roe sce yor! 1. 

hard sell n. aggressive salesmanship. 

hardship ». 1 severe suffering or privation, 2 the 
circumstance causing this. 

hard shoulder ». Sri. a hardened strip alongside a 
motorway for stopping on in an emergency, 

hardstanding 7. an area of hard material for a 
vehicle to stand on when not in use. 

hard tack 7. a ship’s biscuit. 

hard up aq. 1 short of money. 2 (fol. lyy for) at a loss 
for; lacking. 

hardware 7. 1 tools and household articles of 
metal ete. 2 heavy machinery or armaments. 3 the 
mechanical and clectronic components of a 
computer etc. 

hard-wired adj. involving or achieved by perman- 
ently connected circuits designed to perform a 
specific function, 

hardwood n. the wood from a _ deciduous 
broadleaved tree. > woop 

hardy adj. (hardier, hardiest) 1 robust; capable of 
enduring difficult conditions. 2 (of a plant) able to 
grow in the open air all the year. [from Old French 
hardi ‘emboldened’| o hardiness n. 

hardy annual 7. | an annual plant that may be 
sown in the open. 2 Brif. joc. a subject that comes up 
at regular intervals. 

hare e 7. 1 any of various mammals esp. of the 
genus Lepus resembling a large rabbit. > tacomorrH. 
2 (in full electric hare) a dummy hare propelled 
by electricity, used in greyhound racing. @ vz: run 
with great speed. 0 start a hare Bri. 
raise a topic of conversation. [Old 
English| 

harebell 7. > a plant, Campanula 
rotundifolia, with slender stems 
and pale blue bell-shaped flow- 
ers. Also (esp. Sc.) called b/uebell, 

hare-brained adj. rash, wild. 

Hare Krishna 7. a member of 
the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness, a religious sect based on i 
the worship of the Hindu god Krishna. 
[Sanskrit, “O Vishnu Krishna’, a devo- 
tional chant] 

harelip n. often offen. -— ciirr ur. 

b harelipped adj. 


a Usage Harelip is now usually 
regarded as offensive; cle/t lip is 
the preferred term. 


HAREBELL 
(Campanula 
rotundifolia) 


HARNESS 


A harness consists of three or more main elements. The 
bridle and reins are used by the driver to control the horse. 
The collar around its neck enables the horse to draw its load. 
Breeching straps allow it to brake or to reverse the load. 


bridle 
blinker . 


noseband 


HEAVY HORSES 
HARNESSED TO A 
BREWER’S DRAY 


frace chain 


harem /har-cem/ 7x. 1 the women of a Muslim 
household, living in a separate part of the house. 
2 their quarters. [from Arabic haram, literally 
‘prohibited place’ | 

haricot /ha-ri-koh/ x. (in full haricot bean) a 
variety of French bean with small white seeds dried 
and used as a vegetable. > purse. [French| 

hark fini, (usu. in imper.) archaic listen attentively. 
ao hark back revert to a topic discussed earlier. 
[Old English] 

harken var. of Huvrnen, 

harlequin e 7. (Harlequin) a mute character in 
pantomune, masked and dressed in a 
diamond-patterned costume. @ ad. in varied 
colours. [French, from earlier Herlequin, leader of a 
legendary troop of demon horsemen} 


usu. 


harlequinade ». 1 the part of a pantomime featur- 
ing Harlequin. 2 a piece of buffoonery 


harlot n. archaic a prostitute. [Middle English 
in sense ‘lad, knave’: from Old French Aarlot| 
ao harlotry n. 


harm e 7, hurt, damage. @ 7./r cause harm to.0 out 
of harm’s way in salcty. [Old English] 

harmful adj. causing or likely to cause harm. 
oO harmfulness rn. harmfully ad 

harmless adj. 1 not able or likely to cause harm. 
2 inoffensive. D harmlessly ad:. harmilessness 1. 

harmonic e ad. 1 of or characterized by harmony: 
harmonious. 2 .\Ju. a of or relating to harmony. 
b (of a tone) produced by vibration of a string etc. 
in an exact fraction of its length. @ 7. Afus. an over- 
tone accompanying at a fixed interval (and formme 
a note with) a fundamental tone. [from Greek 
harmonikos| 0 harmonically adv. 

harmonica 7. > 
a small rectangular 
wind — instrument 
played by blowing 
or sucking air 
through it. 


reed chamber 


harmonious adj. 
1s sweet-sounding, 
tuneful. 2 forming a pleasing or consistent whole. 
3 free from disagreement or dissent. Oo harmo- 
niously ad. harmoniousness /. 


HARMONICA 


harmonium 7. a keyboard instrument in which ait 


is driven through metal reeds by bellows operated 
by the feet. [based on Latin harmonia ‘harmony’ | 


collar 


harp 


driver 
saddle = 7" 
pad 
breeching 
_ straps 


cM 


belly 
band 


trace 
chain 


tay 


loin strap 


harmonize v. (also -ise) 1 t add notes to (a 
melody) to produce harmony, 2 & ©& intr (often 
followed by wz) bring into or be in harmony. 
3 int. make or form a pleasing or consistent whole. 
Oo harmonization 7. 

harmony ”. (//. -ies) 1 a a combination of simul- 
taneously sounded musical notes to produce chords 
and chord progressions, esp. as having a pleasing 
effect. b the study of this. 2 a an apt or aestheuc 
arrangement of parts. b the pleasing effect of this. 
3 agreement, concord. 4 a collation of parallel 
narratives, esp. of the Gospels. Qin harmony I (of 
singing ¢ctc.) producing chords; not discordant. 2 in 
agreement. harmony of the spheres see srurer. 
[from Greek harmonia ‘concord’ | 

harness e 7. 1 A the equipment of straps and 
fittings by which an animal is fastened to a cart ete. 
and controlled. 2 a simular arrangement for fasten- 
ing a thing to a person's body, for restraming a 
young child. etc. @ zd 1 a put a harness on. b (foll. 
by ¢o) attach by a harness. 2 make use of (natural 
resources) esp. to produce energy. 0 in harness in 
the routine of daily work. [from Old Norse her 
‘army’ + nesf ‘provisions | 

harp e ». ¥ a large upright roughly triangular mu- 
sical instrument consisung of a frame housing a series 
of strings, played by plucking with the fingers. 
D> ORGHESIRA, STRINGED. @ z.7tr (toll. by on, on about) 
talk repeatedly and tediously about. [Old English] 
O harpist n. 


neck \ funina 
pin 
string 
fore 
pillar 
slide 
dital 
resonalu) 
HARP: LARISA 
ET uh sy Ta} 
PORLABET 
[IRISH HART 
a 


harpoon 


harpoon e 7. a barbed spearlike missile with a rope 
attached, for catching whales etc. @ v./x spear with a 
harpoon. [from Greck harpe ‘sickle’] c harpooner 2. 

harpsichord ». a keyboard instrument with hori- 
zontal strings which are plucked mechanically. 
[from Late Latin harpa ‘harp’ + chorda ‘string | 
0 harpsichordist ». 

harpy ”. (//. -ies) 1 (in Greck and Roman myth- 
ology) a monster with a woman’s head and body 
and birdl’s wings and claws. 2 a grasping unscrupu- 
lous person. [from Greek harpuzai ‘snatchers’| 

harquebus /har-kwi-bis/ n, (also arquebus) /12,/. 
an carly type of portable gun supported on a tripod 
or on a forked rest. [from French (A)arquebuse] 

harridan 7. a bad-tempered old woman. {17th- 
century slang] 

harrier! 

harrier‘ 7. f a hound used for hunting hares. 

2 (in pl.) (usu. Harriers as part of a clulb’s name) 
cross-country runners as a group or club. [based 

on HART] 


n. a person who harries or lays waste. 
2 


3 n. ¥ any bird of prey of the 
genus Gicus, with long wings for 
swooping over the ground. 
fearlier harrozer, from harrow 
‘to harry, rob’| 


harrier 


HARRIER: 
MIARSH HARRILR 


(Cireus aeruginosus 


harrow e 7. ¥ a heavy frame with iron tecth 
dragged over ploughed land to break up clods. 
remove weeds. cover sced. ctc. @ vir I 
harrow over (land). 2 (usu. as harrowing ad). 
distress greatly. [from Old Norse derv?] o harrow- 
ingly adi 


draw a 


direction of pull 


non 
toath 


furrow 


ee 
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seed 
HARROW: ACHON OF VHARRON 
harry w/ (-ies, -ied) 1 ravage or despoil. 


2 harass. [related to Old English Aer “army | 


harsh ad). 1 unpleasantly rough or sharp. esp. to 


the sens 2 severe, crucl. [from Middle Low 
German ch ‘rough’| o harshen i.h. G mi 
harshly harshness /. 


harslet var. of iiasiis 


hart n. the male of the decr (esp. the red deer) usu 


over five vear old. [Old English] 

hartebeest /har-(i-hccst uny large African 
antelope of the genus .beclaphas, with ringed horn 
bent back at the tips. [from Dutch Aerf “hart 


beest ‘heast | 


harum-scarum /hair-iim-skair-iim/ colloy. @ ad). 
wild and reckless. @ 7. such a person. [based on Hari 
and scare] 

harvest e 7. 1 a the, process of gathering in crops 
etc. b the season when this takes place. 2 the 
season’s yield. 3 the product of any action. @ wf 
1 gather as a harvest, reap. 2 experience (conse- 
quences). [Old English] 0 harvestable ad). 

harvester i. 1 a reaper. 2 a reaping machine. 

harvest festival n. a thanksgiving {estival for the 
harvest, esp. Brit. a church service. 

harvestman 1. (//. -men) any of various arach- 
nids of the order Opiliones, with very long thin 
legs. & vRAGHINID 

harvest moon 7. the full moon nearest to the 
autumn equinox. 

harvest mouse 7.» a small mouse, .VMicronys 
minulus, that nests in the stalks of growing 
eran. 

has Jrd ying. present of Hawi. 

has-been 1. collog. a person or thing 
that has lost a former importance. 
hash'e x. 1 a dish of cooked meat 
cut into small pieces and recooked. 

2 a a mixture; a jumble. b a mess. 

3 reused or reevecled material. @ 2.7% 

(often foll. by up) 1 make (meat etc.) 

into a hash. 2 recycle (old material). 

Oo make a hash of co/log. make amess Ff 

of; bungie, settle a person’s hash 

collog. deal with ancl subdue a person. 

[based on French hache “hatchet’] 

hash? 7. "| 

hash® 7. (also hash sign) the J 

svmbol # 

hash browns ». chicfly ,\. Amer a dish of chopped 
and fried cooked potatocs 

hashish /hash-cesh/ 7, a resmous product of the 
top leaves and tender parts of hemp, smoked o1 
chewed for its narcotic effects. [from Arabic has7s 
‘dry herb, powdered hemp leaves’ 

haslet 7, (also harslet; picces of offal cooked 
together and compressed into a meat loaf. [from 
Old French hastelet ‘little (piece of) roast meat’| 

hasn’t contr: has not 


/ 


colloy. hashish. 


hasp 7. a hinged metal clasp that fits over a staple 
and can be secured by a padlock. {Old English] 


HAT 


Hats may be worn to provide protection 
from extremes ol the weather or to signify 
the social status of the wearer. In adchtion 
to these functions. hats are viewed as 


fashion accessories. 


| CTeaye 
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SVETSON 
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/ 
hathand / 


£ HARVEST MOUSE 
Aficromys minutus) 


hatch 


hassle collvg. @ 2. 1 a prolonged trouble or incon- 
venience. 2 an argument. @ v. 1 ¢ harass, annoy. 
2 int, argue, quarrel. [20th-century coinage, ori- 
ginally dialect] : 
hassock ». a thick firm cushion for knecling on, 
esp. in church. [Old Enghsh] 
haste e 7. 1 urgency of movement or action. 
2 excessive hurry. @ v.inir. archaic = nasten. [from Old 
French] 
hasten » 1 inf; make haste; hurry. 2 é cause to 
occur or be ready or be done sooner. 
hasty adj. (nastier, hastiest) 1 hurried; acting too 
quickly or hurriedly. 2 said, made, or done too 
quickly or too soon; rash. 3 quick-tempered. 
o hastily adv. hastiness 7. 
hat 7. 1 Wa covering for the head, often 
with a brim and worn out of doors. 
2 collog. a person’s occupation or capac- 
ity, esp. one of (wearing hus 
managerial hat). 0 hats off (as int.; foll. by #0) 
expressing admiration or appreciation. 
keep it under one’s hat col/og. kcep it 
secret. out of a hat by random selection. 
pass the hat (or S7/. the hat round) collect 
contributions of money. take off one’s hat 
to collog. acknowledge admiration for. throw 
one’s hat in the ring take up a challenge. 
‘“, 6 hatful n. (p/. -fuls). hatless ad. (Old 
“. Enelish] 
hatband 2. a band of ribbon etc. round 
a hat above the brim. & 111 
hatbox 7. a box to hold a hat, esp. for 
travelling, 


S¢ veral 


hatch! 7». 1 an opening between two rooms, e.g. 
between a kitchen and a dining room for serving 
food. 2 an opening or door in an aircraft, space- 
craft, etc. 3 Naut. a = warciuwy. b a trapdoor or 
cover for this (often in pl: batten the hatches). [Old 
English} . 

hatch? e ». 1 intr, a (ofien foll. by ou/) (of a young 
bird or fish etc.) emerge from the egg. b (of an egg) 
produce a young animal. 2 f# incubate (an egg . 
3 t», (also foll. by up) devise (a plot ete.). @ 7. 1 the act 
or an instance of hatching. 2 a brood hatched. 
[Middle English] 

hatch? «/; mark (N surface) with close parallel 
lines. [from French hacker ‘to draw lines upon] 
0 hatching 7. 
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hatchback 


hatchback 2. a car with a sloping back hinged at 
the top to form a door. > car 

hatchery 7. (/. -ies) a place for hatching eggs, esp. 
of fish or poultry. 

hatchet 7. a light shori-handled axe. [from Old 
French hacheite ‘little axe’] 

hatchet job 2. collog. a fierce verbal attack on a 
person, esp. in print. 

hatchet man 7. collog. 1 a hired killer. 2 a person 
employed to carry out a hatchet job. 

hatchling 7. a newly hatched young animal, 

hatchway 2. an opening in a ship’s deck for lower- 
ing cargo into the hold. > sup 

hate e vr, 1 feel intense dislike towards. 2 a dislike. 
b (foll. by verbal noun or éo + infin.) be reluctant (to 
do something). @ n. 1 hatred. 2 collog. a hated 
person or thing (esp. in phr. pet hate). [Old 
English] o hatable adj, (also hateable). hater n. 

hateful adj. arousing hatred. 0 hatefully adv. hate- 
fulness 7. 

hate mail 7. usu. anonymous letters of hostility 
towards the recipient. 

hatred 2. intense dislike or il will. 

hatter 7. a makcr or seller of hats. 

hat-trick 7. 1 Cricket the taking of three wickets by 
the same bowler with three successive balls. 2 three 
goals, points, (esp. consecutive) successes, ete. 

haughty ad). (haughtier, haughtiest) arrogantly 
self-admuring and disdainful. [from Latin altus 
‘high’] o haughtily adv. haughtiness n. 

haul e 2 1 # pull or drag forcibly. 2 &% transport 
by lorry, cart, etc. 3 imi turn a ship’s course. 


4 fr (usu. foll. by wp) collog. bring for reprimand or 


trial. e z. 1 the act or an instance of hauling, 2 an 
amount gamed or acquired. 3 a distance to be 
traversed (a short haul). 0 haul over the coals see 
coa.. [variant of 1.42] 0 hauler n. 

haulage x. 1 the commercial transport of goods. 
2 a charge for this. 

haulier 7. Bri. a person or firm engaged in the 
transport of goods. 

haulm 7. (also halm) 1 a stalk or stem. 2 the stalks 
or stems collectively of peas, heans, potatoes, etc. 
{Old English] 

haunch 2. 1 the fleshy part of the buttock with the 
thigh, esp. in animals. 2 the leg and loin of a deer 
etc. as food. [from ‘Old French hanche] 

haunt e 7/7 1 fr a (of a ghost) visit (a place) regu- 
larly. b (as haunted adj.) frequented by a ghost. 
2 frequent (a place). 3 (of a memory etc.) be persis 
tently in the mind of. @ n. 1 (often in p/.) a place 
frequented by a person. 2 a place frequented by 
animals, esp. for food and drink. [from Old French 
hanter| 0 haunter 7. 

haunting ad). (of a melody etc.) 
o hauntingly adv. 

Hausa /how-si/ @ 2. (fi. same or Hausas) 1 a 
member of a people of W. Africa and Sudan, 2 the 
Hamitic language of this people, widely used in W. 
Africa. @ adj. of or relating to this people or 
language. [native name] 

haute couture /oht koo-tewr/ n. high fashion; 
the leading fashion houses. [French, literally ‘high 
dressmaking’ | 

haute cuisine /oht kwi-zeen/ n. cookery of 
high standard. {French, literally “high cookery | 

hauteur /oh-ter/ n. haughtiness of manner. [French] 

oo (3rd sing present has: past and past part. had 

ur, 1 hold in possession as one’s property or at 
one’s disposal (hay a car). 2 hold in a certain rela- 
tionship (has a sister), 3 contain as a part or qui lity 
(house has kwo floors). 4 a undergo, experience (had a 
shock). b be subjected to a spe cified state (had my cai 
sfolen). © cause, mstruct, or invite (a person or thing) 
to be in a particular state or take a particular action 
(had him dismissed. had them to stay). 5 a cngage in (an 
activity) (had an argument). b hold (a meeting, party, 
etc.). 6 eat or drink (had a beer). 7 (usu. in neg) accept 
or tolerate; permit to ({ won't have i). 8 a let (a 


wistlul, evocative. 


feeling etc.) be present (have nothing against them). 
b show or feel (mercy, pity, etc.) towards another 
person (have mercy!). ¢ (foll. by fo + infin.) show by 
action that one is influenced by (a feeling etc.) (have 
the goodness to leave). 9 a give birth to (offspring). 
b conceive mentally (an idea etc.), 10 receive, 
obtain (had a letter from him). 11 be burdened with or 
committed to (Aas a job to do). 12 a have obtained (a 
qualification) (has sux O levels). b know (a language) 
(has no Latin). 13 collog. a get the better of (1 had him 
there). b (usu. in passive) cheat ( you were had). 14 coarse 
slang have sexual intercourse with. @ v.aux. (with past 
part. or elhpt., to form the perfect, pluperfect, and 
future perfect tenses, and the conditional mood) 
(have worked; had seen; will have been; had I known, 
I would have gone, have you met her? yes, I have). @ n. 
(usu. in pl.) collog. a person who has wealth or 
resources. O had best see prsr. had better would 
find it prudent to. had rather see karHer. have 
done, have done with see pox... have an eye 
for, have eyes for, have an eye to sce ey, have 
a good mind to see minv. have got to collog. = have 
to. have had it collog. 1 have missed one’s chance. 
2 have been killed, defeated, etc. have it 1 (foll. by 
that+ clause) express the view that. 2 win a decision 
in a vote etc. 3 have found the answer etc. have it 
away (or off) Bril. coarse slang have sexual inter- 
course. have it in for co/log. be hostile 

towarcls. have it out ‘often foll. 
by wth) collog. attempt to 
settle a dispute by discussion. 
have it one’s own way sce Wily. 
have on I be wearing (clothes). 
2 be committed to (an engagement). 
3 Bri. collog. tease; play a trick on. have 
out get (a tooth etc.) extracted (had he 
tonsils out). have to be obliged to, must. 
have up collog. bring (a person) before a 
court of justice, interviewer, etc. [Old English] 


u Usage See Usage Note at or. 


have-a-go adj. Bril. collog. (of a member of the 
public) intervening to stop a criminal during the 
course of a crime. 

haven 2. 1 a harbour or port. 2 a place of refuge. 
[from Old Norse /é/n| 

have-not 7. (usu. in pl.) 
wealth or resources. 


collog. « person lacking 

haven’t contr. have not. 

haver /hay-ver/ e ¢.inty: Brit. 1 talk foolishly; babble. 
2 vacillate, hesitate. @ 7. (usu. in fi.) Sc. foolish talk; 
nonsense. [1 8th-century coinage] 

haversack 7. a stout bag carried on the back or 
over the shoulder. [from German Haber ‘oats’ + 
Sack ‘sack’| 

havoc 7. widespread destruction; great confusion 
or disorder. Oo play havoc with collog. cause great 
confusion o1 difficulty to. [from Old French 
havo(t)| 

haw! 7. the fruit of the haw- 
thorn. [Old English] 

haw? e in, expressing hesi- 
tation. ® Litn (in hum 


and haw): see Huni!, 


Hawaiian e 7. | a a native 
of Hawaii. an island or island 
group mn the N. Pacific. b a 
person of Hawaiian descent. 

2 the Janguage of Hawau. 

e adj. of or relating to Hawau 

or its people or language. 
hawfinch 7. any large stout 

finch of the genus Coccothraustes, 

with a heavy beak for cracking 

seeds. 

hawk'e 7. 1 > any of various birds 
of prey of the family Accipitridac, 
having a character- 
istic curved beak. 
rounded short 
wings, and a long 


HAWK: 
HARRIS’S HAWK 
(Parabuteo unicinctus) 


HAWKWEED: 


hazy 


tail. > raptor. 2 Polit. a person who advocates an 
aggressive or warlike policy, esp. in foreign affairs. 
3 a rapacious person. @ win’, hunt game with a 
hawk. [Old English] o hawkish ad. hawkish- 
ness 7. hawklike adj. 

hawk? v, 1 iniy. clear the throat noisily. 2 ¢ (foll. by 
up) bring (phlegm etc.) up from the throat. 

hawker x. a person who travels about selling goods. 
[16th-century coinage] 0 hawk wf. 

hawk-eyed adj. keen-sighted. 

hawkmoth 7. ¥ any large darting and hovering 
moth of the family Sphingidae, having narrow 
front wings and a stout body. > mors 

streamlined 

wing 


HAWKMOTH: | 
OLEANDER 
HAWKMOTH 


(Daphnis neni) 


robust 
abdomen 


hawkweed 7. < any plant of the 
genus Hieracium (daisy family), 
with yellow flowers. 
hawser xn. Naul. a thick 
rope or cable for mooring 
or towing a ship. > rope. 
[based on Old French Aaucier 
‘to hoist’] 
hawthorn ». any thorny shrub or 
tree of the genus Crataegus (rose 
family), esp. C monogyna, on small 
dark red berries. [Old English] 
hay x. grass mown and dried for 
fodder. 0 make hay (while the 
sun shines) seize opportunities for 
profit or enjoyment. [Old English] 
hay fever 7. an allergy with catarrhal and other 
asthmatic symptoms, caused by pollen or dust. 
haymaker 7. 1 a person who tosses and spreads 
hay to dry after mowing. 2 an apparatus for shak- 
img and drying hay. 3 s/ang a forceful punch. 
haymaking 7. 


COMMON 
HAWKWELD 
(Mieracium 
vulgatun) 


hayrick pn, = Haystack. 
hayseed 7. 1 grass seed obtained from hay. 
2.N. Amer., Austral. & N< collog. a rustic or yokel. 
haystack 7. a packed pile of hay with a pointed or 
ridged top. 
haywire ad. collog. 1 badly disorganized, out of 
control. 2 (of a person) erratic. [from the use of 
hay-balmg wire in makeshift repairs] 
hazard e 7. 1 a danger or risk. 2 a source of this. 
3 chance. 4 Golf an obstruction in playing a shot, 
e.g, a bunker, water, etc. e vér 1 venture on (hazard 
a guess). 2 run the risk of. 3 expose to hazard. [from 
Arabic az-zahr ‘chance, luck’| 0 hazardous aq). 
hazardously adz. 
haze 7. 1 obscuration of the atmosphere near the 
Earth by fine particles of water, smoke, or dust. 
2 mental obscurity or confusion. 
hazele 7. 1 any shrub or small tree of the 
genus Corylus, esp. C. avellana bearing 
round brown edible nuts. 2 wood 
from the hazel. 3 a reddish-brown 
or greenish-brown colour (esp. of 
the eyes). @ adj. (esp. of the eyes) of 
a redcish- or  greenish-brown 
colour. [Old Enghsh} 
hazelnut 7. the fruit of the 
hazel. a round brown hard- 
shelled nut. & wi 
hazy adj). (hazier, haziest) 
I inisty, 2 vague, indistinct. 


Jal 


HB 


3 confused, uncertain, [17th-century coinage, 
originally nautical] o hazily adz, haziness n. 
HB abby hard black (pencil lead). 
H-bomb 7, = iyprouis Bon. 
HDTV abby. high-definition television. 
HE abbr 1 His or Her Excellency. 2 His Eminence. 
3 high explosive. 
He smb. Ghem. the clement helium. 
he e pron. (obj. him, poss. his: p/. they; 1 the man or 
boy or male animal previously named or in ques- 
tion. 2 a person etc. of unspecified sex, esp. 
relerrimg to one already named or identified (/ 
anyone comes he will have to wail). @n. 1a male; a man. 
2 incomb., male he goal). 3 Brit. a children’s chasing 
game, with the chaser designated “he”. [Old English] 
head e 2.1 ¥ the upper part of the human body, or 
the foremost or upper part of an animal's body, 
containing the brain, mouth, and sense organs. 
© iwt. 2 a the head regarded as the seat of intel- 
lect. b intelligence (we your head). ¢ mental aptitude 
or tolerance (usu. foll. by for: a good head for business). 
3 cullog. a headache. 4 thing like a head in torm or 
position, esp.: a the operative part of a tool. b the 
Nattened top of a nail. ¢ the ornamented top of a 
pillar. da mass of flowers ctc. at the top of a stem. 
e the flat end of a drum. f the foam on top of a 
glass of beer ete. g the upper horizontal part of a 
window frame ete. 5 life when rewarded as vulner- 
able (2 cost him his head). 6 a a person in charge (esp. 
Brit. the principal teacher at a school or college). 
b a position of leadership. 7 the forward part of 
something, e.g, a queuc. 8 the upper end of some- 
thing. e.g. a bed. 9 the top or highest part of 
something, c.g a page. 10 a person regarded as a 
numerical unit (270 per head), WL pl same) a an 
individual animal as a unit. b itreated as pl) a 
number of cattle ete. (20 head). 12 a the side of a 
com bearme the mage of a head. b usu. in pi.) this 
side as a choice when tossing a coin. 13 a the 
b the end of a lake ete. al 
which a river enters. 14 the height or length of a 
head as a measure. 15 the component of a 
machine that is m contact with or very close to 
what is being worked on, esp.: a the component on 
a tape recorder that touches the moving tape and 
converts the signals. b the part of a record player 
that holds the playing cartridge and _ stylus. 
c= penta. 16 a a confined body of water or 
steam in an engine etc. b the pressure exerted by 
this. 17 a promontory resp. in place names: Beach 
Head). 18 Naut. a the bows of a ship. b yoften in pi.) 
a ship’s latrine. 19 a main topic or category for 


source of a river etc. 


HEAD 


The head ts the site of some of the 
human body's major sensory organs 


cerebrum 


the eves, cars. nose, and tongue. 
Speech and facial gestures are the 
primary means of communication. 
Much of the internal volume of 
the head is taken up by the brain, 
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consideration. 20 Journalism = wrsvunt n. 1. 21a 
culmination, climax, or crisis. 22 the fully devel- 
oped top of a boil ete. @ alirib.adj. chief (head gardener: 
head office). @ v. 1 tr be at the head or front of. 2 7 be 
in charge of (headed a small team). 3 tr, a provide with 
a head or heading. b (of an inscription etc.) serve as 
a heading for. 4 a inf face or move in a specified 
direction (often foll. by for: is heading for trouble). 
b & direct ina specified direction. 5 f Foothall swrike 
ithe ball with the head. 6 a é& (often foll. by dozen) 
cut the head off (a plant ete.). b mx (of a plant ete.) 
form a head. 0 above one’s head beyond one’s 
ability to understand. come to a head reach a 
crisis. enter (or come into) one’s head co/loy. 
occur to one. from head to toe (or foot, all over 
a person’s body. get (or take) it into one’s head 
\foll. by that + clause or fo + infin.) form a definite 
idea, esp. mistakenly or impetuously. get one’s 
head down By. slang L eo to bed. 2 concentrate 
on the (ask in hand. give a person his or her 
head allow a person to act freely 
go out of one’s head go mad. 
go to one’s head 1 (of liquor) 
make one slightly drunk. 2 (of 
success) make one conceited. 
head and shoulders co//oq. 
by a considerable amount. 
head off 1 ect ahead of 
so as to imtercept and 
turn aside, 2 forestall. head 
over heels 1 turning over 
completely in forward motion as 
in a somersault etc. 2 topsy-turvy: 
3 completely (head over heels in love). 
hold up one’s head be confident 
ov unashamed. in one’s head 1 in 
one’s thoughts or imagination. 
2 by mental process. keep one’s head 
remain calm. keep one’s head down colluy. 
remain inconspicuous in difficult or dangerous 
umes. lose one’s head lose self-control; panic. 
make head or tail of (usu. with neg or witerrog) 
understand at all. off one’s head collog. crazy. off 
the top of one’s head olloy. impromptu. on 
one’s (ar one’s own) head as onc’s sole responsi- 
bility. out of one’s head co/log. crazy. over one’s 
head 1 beyond one’s ability to understand. 2 with- 
out one’s knowledge or involvement. 3° with 
disregard one’s own (stronger) claim (was 
promoted over ther heads). put heads together 
consult together, put ito a person’s head 
suggest to a person. turn a person’s head make 
a person conceited. with one’s head in the 
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headquarters 


clouds see croup. [Old English] o headed ad). 
(also in comb.). headless adj. headward adj. & ade. 
headache 7. 1 a continuous pain in the head. 
2 collog. a worrying problem, 5 headachy ad). 
headband 2. a band worn round the head as dec- 
oration or to keep the hair off the face. 
headbanger 7. slang a young person shaking 
violently to the rhythm of pop music. 
headboard n. an upright panel forming or placed 
behind the head of a bed. 
head-butt @ 7. a forceful thrust with the top of 
the head into the head, chin, or body of another 
person, @ 2/7, attack with a head-butt. 
head case n. collog. a mentally il or unstable 
person, 
headcount 7. 1 a counting of individual people. 
2 a total number of people, esp. in a particular 
organization. 
headdress 7. < an ornamental covering 
or band for the head. 
‘~ header 7. 1 Football a shot or pass 
\ made with the head. 2 callog. a 
} headlong fall or dive. 3 a brick or 
f stone laid at right angles to the 
face of a wall. > srick. 4 (in full 
header-tank) a tank of water 
cic. Maintaining pressure in a 
plunbing system. 5 a line or 
block of text appearing at the 
top of each page of a docu- 
ment ete. (ef oor! 2). 
head first ai. 1 with the 
head foremost. 2 precipitately. 
headgear ». a hat or headdress. 
headhunting 7, 1 the practice 
among some peoples of collecting 
thes heads of dead enemies as 
i txophies. 2 the practice of filling 
a‘(usu. senior) business position 


by approaching a suitable 
person employed — elsewhere. 
o headhunt vi, {also absol.). 
\ headhunter ». 


Heading 1. 1 a title at the head 
of a page or section of a book. 
2 a horizontal passage made in 
preparation for buildime a 
tunnel. 


HEADDRESS: 
NATIVE AMERICAN 
WAR BONNE 


headlamp #1. = 11.\iici. 

headland ». a promontory. & cosstiiM 

headlight 7. 1 a strong light at the front of a motor 
vehicle or railway engine. 2 the beam from this. 

headline e 7. 1 a heading at the top of an article or 
page, esp. In a newspaper. 2 (in p/.) the most imypor- 
tant items of news in a newspaper or news bulletin. 
e@. 1 f& give a headline to, 2 intr appear as the star 
performer, 

headlock ». Jf iesé/ing a hold with an arm round the 
opponents heacl. 

headlong adi. & adj. 1 with head foremost. 2 in a 
rush. [Middle English] 

headman 7. (//. s-men; the chief man of a tribe 
CLC. 

headmaster 7. ( /e. headmistress) the principal 
teacher in charge of a school. 0 headmasterly 
ad). 

head of state 1. ; //. heads of state) the title of 
the head of a state. usu. the leader of the ruling 
party or a monarch. 

head-on adj. G ad:. 1 with the front foremost 
ta head on cravh, 2 in direct confrontation. 

headphone ». (usu. in //.) a pair of earphones 
jomed by a band placed over the head, for listening 
to audio equipment etc. 

headquarters 7. (treated as sing or pl.) the admin- 
istrative centre of an organization cte. 


headrest 


headrest 1. a support for the head, esp. on a seat 
or chair. 

headroom ». 1 the space or clearance between the 
top of a vehicle and the underside of a bridge ete. 
2 the space above a driver’s or passenger’s head in 
a vehicle. 

headsail x. a sail on a ship’s foremast or bowsprit. 

headscarf n. a scarf worn round the head and tied 
under the chin. 


headset x. a set of headphones, often with a micro- 
phone attached. 

headship n. the position of chief or leader, esp. 
Brit. of a headmaster or headmistress. 

headshrinker ». s/ang a psychiatrist. 

headsquare . Byil, a rectangular scarf for wearing 
on. the head. 


headstall x. the part of a halter or bridle that fits 
round a horse’s head. 


head start 7. an advantage eranted or gained at an 
early stage. 

headstone 2. a (usu. inscribed) stone set up at the 
head of a grave. 

headstrong adj. sel{-willed and obstinate. 

head teacher 7. the teacher in charge of a school. 

head-to-head e 7. a conversation. confrontation. 
or contest between two partics. @ attrib.adj. involving 
two parties confronting each other. @ adv. con- 
fronting another party: [translation of French ¢ée- 
a-téle| 

headwater 7. (in sing. or f/.) streams flowing from 
the sources of a river, 


headway ». 1 progress. 2 the rate of progress of 


a ship. 3 = HEADROOM I. 

headwind #. a wind blowing from directly in front. 

headword 7. a word forming a heading. 

headwork 7. mental work or effort. 

heady adj. (headier, headiest) 1 (of liquor) potent, 
intoxicating. 2 (of success etc.) likely to cause 
conceit. 3 impetuous, violent. O headily adv. 
headiness 7. 

heal &. 1 intz often foll. by up) (of a wound or injury) 
become sound or healthy again. 2 ¢: cause to heal 
or be cured, or be made sound again. 3 ¢ put right 
\cifferences etc.). 4 & alleviate (sorrow ete.). [Ok 
English] 0 healable ad). healer 2. 

health 1. 1 the state of being well in body or mind. 
2 a person’s mental or physical condiuon. 3 sound- 
ness (lhe health of the nation). [Old English] 
cd healthful ad). 

health centre 7. Bri. the headquarters of a grows 
of local inedical services. 

health farm 7. a residential establishment where 
people seek improved health by a regimen of diet- 
Ing, EXETCIse, etc. 

health food 7. natural food thought to have health- 
giving qualities. 

health service 7. Brit. a public service providing 
ineclical care. 

health visitor 7. Brit. a trained nurse who visits 
those in need of medical attention in their homes. 

healthy adj. (healthier, healthiest) 1 having, 
showing, or promoting good health, 2 beneficial, 
helpful. o healthily ad:. healthiness 7. 

heap ew. La collection of things lying haphazardly 
one on another. 2 (esp. in pl.) collog. a large number 
or amount (heaps of time}. 3 collug. an old or clilapi- 
dated thing, esp. a motor vehicle. ev 1 f & intr 
(toll. boy up, together, etc.) collect or be collected in a 
heap. 2 #, Woll. by zeith; load copiously. 3h. \foll. by 
on, upon, accord or offer copiously to. 4 & (as 
heaped adj.) Brit. (of a spoontul etc.) with the 
contents piled above the brim. [Old English] 

hear @. (past and past part. heard) 1 fh. (also absol.) 
perceive (sound etc.) with the ear. 2 fr. listen to (heard 
them on the radio). 3 &: Nisten judicially to and judge. 
4 intr, (foll. by about, of, or that + clause) be told or 
informed. 5 int, (foll. by fram) be contacted by. 6 f 
be ready to obey (an order). 7 @% grant (a prayer). 
D have heard of be aware of: hear! hear! in/. 


The human heart is a 
muscular organ that pumps 
blood around the body. The 
constant circulation supplies 
oxygen and nutrients to all 
organs and tissues, as well 


as Carrying waste away. 
The heart has two chambers, 
divided by a muscular septum. 
One-way blood flow between 
the upper atrium and the lower 
ventricle is controlled by valves. 


CROSS-SECTION THROUGH 
THE HUMAN HEART 


- | right atrium / 


ie | 


4 @,| 


tricuspid valve 
right ventricle — 


inferior vena cava 


expressing agreement (esp. with something said in 
a speech). hear a person out listen to all that a 
person says. hear say (or tell) (usu. foll. by of, or 
that + clause) be informed. will not hear of will 
not allow or agree to. [Old English] o hearer n. 

hearing 7. 1 the faculty of perceiving sounds. 
2 earshot (w7/hin hearing). 3 an opportunity Lo state 
one’s Case (give them a fair hearing). 4 the listening to 
evidence in a law court. 


hearing aid 7. > plastic ea 


a small device ae fitting 
to amplify sound, en ———- 
worn by a partially . 
deal person. amplifier 

hearken /har- unl 
kén/ nant. (also a » SHIAT. 


harken (often {oll. ; 
by fo) archare or literary 
listen, [Old English] 

hearsay 7. 


gussip. 


control 


dial 


rumour 
hattery 


: casing 
hearse 2. a vehicle = 


for conveying the 
coflin at a funeral. 
[based on Laun 
hirper -icty “large 
rake] 
heart 7. 1 Aa hollow muscular organ maintaining 
the circulauion of blood by rhythmic contraction 
and dilation, & ¢ yRpevvscuLar. 2 the region of the 
heart; the breast. 3 a the heart regarded as the 
centre of thought and emotion. b a person’s cap- 
acily for feeling emotion (has no heart). 4 a courage 
take heart). b one’s mood (change of heart), 5 a the 
central or innermost part of something, b the vital 
part (the heart of the matter). 6 the close compact head 
of a cabbage etc. 7 a a heart-shaped thing. b a 
conventional representation of a heart. 8 a a play- 
ing card of a suit denoted by a red figure of a heart. 
bin ji.) this suit, O at heart 1 in one’s imnost [eel- 
ings. 2 basically, essentially. break a person’s 
heart overwhelm a person with sorrow. by heart 
from memory. give \or lose) one’s heart (olten 
foll. by to) fall im love (with), have the heart (usu. 
with neg; foll. by fo + infin.) be insensitive or hard- 
hearted enough. in heart Sri. in good spirits. 
in one’s heart of hearts in one’s inmost feelings 
take to heart be much allected by. to one’s 
heart’s content see ©oxitni', with all one’s 


sound outpul 
tube 


HEARING AID 


heartsease 


superior vena cava 


arch of 
aorta 


b 


pulmonary 
artery 


pulmonary 


value pulmonary 


_. veins 


left atrium 


endocardium 
(membrane) 


mitral valve 


aortic valve 


left 


ventricle 


~ myocardium 


descending ~ pericardium 
aorta 


heart sincerely; with all goodwill. [Old English] 
O -hearted adj. (in comd.). 

heartache 7. mental anguish or grief. 

heart attack 7. a sudden occurrence of coronary 
thrombosis. 

heartbeat 1. a pulsation of the heart. 

heartbreak 7. overwhelming distress. 0 heart- 
breaker n. heartbreaking adj. heartbreakingly 
adv. heartbroken adj. 

heartburn 7. a burning sensation in the chest 
resulting from indigestion. 

hearten ¢./), & ini. make or become more cheerful. 
0 heartening ad. hearteningly adi. 

heart failure 2. severe failure of the heart to func- 
tion properly, esp. as a cause of death. 

heartfelt ad. sincere; deeply felt. 

hearth ». 1 a the floor of a fireplace. b the area in 
front of a fireplace. 2 this symbolizing the home. 
3 the bottom of a blast furnace where molten metal 
collects. & weast trsvci. [Old English] 

heartily ad. 1 in a hearty manner; with goodwill, 
appetite, or vigour, 2 to a great degree (am heartily 
sch of it). 

heartland 7. the central or most important part of 
an area, 

heartless adj. unfceling, pitiless. Oheartlessly ade. 
heartlessness ». 

heart-lung machine 7. a 
machine that temporarily 
takes over the functions of 
the heart and lungs. 


heart-rending ad). very dis- 
tressing, O heart-rendingly 
adv, 
heart’s-blood »). 8://. 
lifeblood. life. 
heart-searching ". 
the thorough ’ 
cNamination = 2 
of one’s own 7 
feclings and 
mouves 
heartsease 1. 
heart’s- 
ease) © i pany, 
the wild 
pansy. Pola hicaler 


also 


HEARTSEASE 
tT ola treealar 


esp. 


heartsick 


heartsick adj. despondent. 0 heartsickness 7. 

heartstrings 7./)/. one’s decpest emotions, 

heart-throb 7. b beating of the heart. 2 collog. a 
person, usu. a celebrity, for whom one has (esp. 
immature) romantic feclings. 

heart-to-heart e adj. (of a conversation ete.) 
candid, intimate. @ 7. a candid or personal con- 
versation. 

heart-warming adj, emotionally rewarding. 

heartwood n. the dense inner part of a wee trunk 
yielding the hardest timber. & woop 

hearty «ad. (heartier. heartiest) 1 strong, vigor- 
ous. 2 spirited. 3 (of a meal or appetite) large. 
4 warin. fricndly. 0 heartiness ». 

heate». 1 a the condition of being hot. b the sensa- 
tion or percepuon of this. 2 Physics a form of 
energy arising from the random motion of the 
molecules of bodies, which may be transferred 
by conduction, convection, or radiation. 3 hot 
weather. 4 a warmth of fceling. b anger or excite- 
ment. 3 (foll. by of) the most intense period of an 
acuvity (/he heal of the battle). 6 a (usu. preliminary or 
trial) round in a race or contest. 7 the receptive 
period of the sexual cycle, esp. in female mammals. 
8 pungency of flavour: the quality (of food) «ol 
producing a burning sensation. @ 7 L fy & intr: 
make or become hot or warm. 2 f: inflame: excite 
or intensify, 0in the heat of the moment during 
or resulting from intense activity, without pause for 
thought. on heat \of mammals, esp. females) sexu- 
ally receptive. turn the heat on collog. concentrate 
an attack or eriticism on (a person), [Old English] 

heated ad. I angry: inflamed with 
excitement. 2 made hot, co heatedly ade. 


Passton Or 


heater », 1 a device for warming the air in a room 
ete, 2 a container with an element etc. for heating 
the contents wealer healer... 3 US ylang a gun, 

heath ». 1 a csp. &ri/. an area of open uncultivated 
land with heather, coarse grasses. etc. b Bol. an area 
dominated by dwarl ericaceous shrubs. 2 a plant 
growing on a heath, esp. of the genus Erva on 
Calluna, {Old English] o heathy «a. 

heathen e 7). 1 a person who does not belong toa 
widely held religion as regarded by those that do. 
2 a person regarded as lacking culture or moral 
principles. 3 Bibl. a Genule. e ad). 1 of or relating to 
heathens. 2 having no religion. [Old English] 
c heathendom 7, heathenism /. 

heather ». 1 an evergreen shrub, Calluna culeans 
fannly Ericaceae), with purple bell-shaped flowers. 
2 any ol various related shrubs growing csp. on 
moors and heaths. [Middle English] o heathery 
ad). 

Heath Robinson ad). Bri!. absurdly ingenious and 
impracticable in design or construction. [named 
after Wo /leath Robinson. English cartoonist, 1872 
1944, who drew such contriyances| 

heating 1. 1 the imparting or generation of heat. 
2 equipment or devices used to provide heat. 

heat lamp ». a lamp used for its heat as well as its 
heht. 

heatproofe «ij. able to resist great heat. e 7.4, make 
heatproof, 

heat-seeking od). of a missile etc.) able to detect 
infra-red raciaion to euide tt to its target. 

heatstroke 7. i feverish condition caused by exces- 
sive exposure to high temperature 

heatwave . a prolonged period of abnormally hot 
weather 

heave e@ &.. pas! and pas! part. heaved or csp. .Vaul. 
hove; 1 /. lilt or haul with ereat clfort. 2 f: utter 
with effort or resignation. 3 tr: collog. throw, 4 intr: 
mse and fall rhythmically or spasmodically, 5 inf. 
rollog. retch. @ nN, an instance of heaving, O heave in 
sight. \au/. or collag. Come into view, heave to esp. 
Vawt. bring or be brought to a standstill [Old 
English, related to Latin cafire “to take’| 

heave-ho 7/ on raising the 
anchor O give the heave-ho to slung 
repeat 


a sailors’ cry, esp 


clismiss. 


heaven 7. 1 {also Heaven) a place regarded in 
some religions as the abode of God and the angels, 
and of the good after death. 2 a place or state of 
supreme bliss. 3 cu/lag. something delightful. 4 (usu. 
Heaven) God, Providence. 5 (the heavens) esp. 
poel. the sky. [Old English] 0 heavenward ad. & 
adv, heavenwards «du. 

heavenly «7. 1 of heaven; divine. 2 of the heavens 
or sky. 3 collog. very pleasing. O heavenliness n. 

heavenly body ». a natural object in outer space, 
e.g. a planet etc.; a celestial object. 

heaven-sent «dj. providential; wonderfully oppor- 
tune. 

heavy @ ad. heavier, heaviest) 1 of great weight; 
difficult to lift. 2 of great density. 3 abundant (a 
heavy crop). 4 severe, intense (heavy fighting). 5 domg 
something to excess (a heavy drinker). 6 a striking 
with force (heavy blows). b (of the sea) having large 
powerful waves. 7 (of rock music etc.) highly amphi- 
fied with a strong beat. 8 (of machinery etc.) very 
large of its kind. 9 causing a strong impact (a heavy 
fall). 10 needing much physical effort (heavy work). 
11 (foll. by exh) laden. 12 carrying heavy weapons 
(the heavy brigade). 13 a (of a specch ete.) serious or 
sombre in tone or attitude. b \of a person) sternly 
repressive (heavy father), 14 a of food) hard to digest. 
bof a literary work etc.) hard to understand. 15 (of 
bread etc.) too dense from not having risen. 16 tof 
ground) diflicult to traverse or work. 17 hard to 
endure (hear demands\. 18 a coarse, ungraceful 
(heavy features). b unwieldy. @ n. (pl. -1es) 1 collug. a 
large violent person; a thug. 2 a villainous or tragic 
role in a play ete. 3 (usu. in pl.) Brit. collog. a serious 
newspaper. @ adv. heavily (esp. in comb: heavy-laden). 
a heavy on using a lot of (heavy on petrol). make 
heavy weather of see wisinik. [Old English] 
oO heavily a. heaviness n. heavyish adj. 

heavy breathing 7. breathing that is auclible 
through being deep or laboured. 

heavy-duty ad. 1 intended to withstand hard use. 
2 US collog. significant in size, amount, ete. 

heavy-footed ad. awkward, ponderous. 

heavy going ad). slow or clifficult to progress with. 

heavy-handed adj. 1 clumsy. 2 oppressive. 
0 heavy-handedly ad’. heavy-handedness n. 

heavy-hearted «a. sad, doleful. 

heavy hydrogen 7. = pit iLRi M. 

heavy industry ». industry producing machinery 
Cte 

heavy metal 7. 1 heavy guns. 2 metal of high 
density. 3 often aidzb.) collog. a type of highly ampli- 
hed harsh-sounding rock music with a strong beat. 

heavy sleeper 7, a person who sleeps deeply. 

heavy water n. a substance composed entirely o1 
mainly of deuterium oxide. 

heavyweight 7. 1 a a weight in certain sports. 
e.g. mm amateur boxing over 81 ke, ba boxer ete. of 
this weight. 2 a person, animal, or thing of above 
average weight. 3 collog. a person of influence or 
importance. 

hebe 7. » any flowering shrub 
of the genus Hebe. [named 
after the Greek goddess Héhé] 

Hebraic /hib-ray-ik/ adj. of 
Hebrew or the Hebrews. 
0 Hebraically adi. 

Hebrew e ». boa member of 
a Semith people originally 
centred in ancient Palestine. 
2 a the language of this 
people. b a modern form of 
this. @ adj. 1 of or in Hebrew 
2 of the Hebrews or the Jews 

from Hebrew “itt cone from 
the other side iof the rivery’] 

heck i. co/log. a mild exclama- 
tion of surprise or dismay 
alteration of utc | 

heckle e @./ Ib interrupt and 

2 dress 


harass a public speaker 


HEBE (Hebe ‘Bowles’ Variety’) 


heel 


(flax or hemp). @ 2. an act of heckling. [Micdle 
English] o heckler n. 

hectare n. a metric unit of square measure, equal 
to 100 ares (2.471 acres or 10,000 square metres). 
[French] Ohectaragen. ~ 

hectic adj. busy and confused. [from Greek hektikos 
‘habitual’] o hectically adv. 

hecto- comb. form a hundred, esp. of a unit in the 
metric system. [formed irregularly from Greek 
hekaton “hundred | 

hectogram 7. (also SN 
hectogramme) 

a metric unit of mass, equal to one hundred grams. 
hectolitre 7. (US hectoliter) a metric unit of 
capacity, equal to one hundred litres. 

hectometre 7. (US hectometer) a metric unit of 
length, equal to one hundred metres. 

hector «/y bully, intumidate. [earlier in sense ‘a 
swaggering fellow’: from Greek Hektor, a Trojan 
hero] o hectoringly adv. 

he’d contr. 1 he had. 2 he would. 

hedge e 7. 1 a fence or boundary formed by dense 
bushes or shrubs. 2 a protection against possible 
loss or diminution. @ 7. 1 ¢ surround or bound with 
a hedge. 2 ¢ (foll. by ca) enclose. 3 a tr reduce one’s 
risk of loss on (a bet or speculation) by compensat- 
ing transactions on the other side. b int; avoid a 
definite decision or commitment. 4 mr make or 
trim hedges. [Old English] a hedger n. 

hedgehog 7. a small nocturnal mammal of the 
family Erinaceidae, esp. Erinaceus europaeus, having a 
piglike snout and a coat of spines and rolling itself 
up into a ball for defence. 

hedge-hop »./n/r, fly at a very low altitude. 

hedgerow ». a row of bushes etc. forming a hedge. 

hedge sparrow 7. = bi \Nock. 

hedge trimmer 7. an electric device for trimming 
hedges. ’ 

hedonism ». 1 belief in pleasure as the highest 
good and humankind’s proper aim, 2 behaviour 
based on this. {based on Greek’ hedoné ‘pleasure’ | 
ob hedonist 7. hedonistic aq. 

-hedron /hee-dron/ comb. form (pl. -hedra or 
-hedrons) forming nouns denoting geometrical 
solids with various*numbers or shapes of faces 
(dodecahedron. rhombohedron). [from Greek hedra ‘seat, 
base’| Oo -hedral com. form forming adjectives. 

heebie-jeebies 7.f/. (prec. by the) slang a state of 
nervous depression or anxiety (i gave me the heebi 
jeebies). [20th-century coinage] 

heed e 2/7, attend to: take notice of. @ 7. careful 
attention. [Old English] 

heedful adj. (olten foll. by of) mindful. attentive; 
carelul, cauuious. O heedfully adv. heedfulness n. 

heedless adj. (often foll. by o/) inattentive, regard- 
less: carcless (went oul. heedless of the rain). o heed- 
lessly adv. heedlessness 1. 

hee-haw e 77. the bray of a donkey. @ einir, emit a 
braying souncl, 

heel'e 1. 1 the back part of the 
foot below the ankle. & AcHLLEs 
Hitt. 2 the corresponding part 
in vertebrate animals. > norsi., 
3 a the part of a sock ete. 
covering the heel. b the part of 
a shoe or boot supporting the 
heel. & suo. 4 a thing like a 
heel in form or position, e.g, on 
the hand or a golf’ club. 5 collog. 
a person regarded with con- 
tempt or disapproval. @ xv. 1 f, 
fit or renew a heel on (a shoe or 
hoot). 2 mtr touch the ground 
with the heel as in dancing. 
3 intr. \foll. by out) Rugby pass 
the ball with the heel. o at heel 
L (of a dog) close behind. 2 (of 
a person etc.) under control, at 
(or on) the heels of following 


heel 
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closely afier (a person or event). cool (or Brit. kick) 
one’s heels be kept waiting. down at heel 1 (of a 
shoe) with the heel worn down. 2 \of a person) 
shabby. take to one’s heels run away. to heel 
1 (of a dog) close behind. 2 (of a person etc.) under 
control, turn on one’s heel turn sharply round. 
{Old English] co heelless ad). 

heel? e:. 1 int (of a ship etc.) lean over owing to the 
pressure of wind pr an uneven load (cf. last? 2), 
2 ix cause (a ship,etc.) to do this. @ n. the act or 
amount of heeling, 

heel?® vi, (foll. by in) set (a plant) in the ground and 
cover its roots. [Old English] 

heelball n. 1 a mixture of hard wax and lampblack 
used by shoemakers for polishing. 2 this or a sumi- 
lar mixture used in brass rubbing. 

heft »/. lift (something heavy), esp. to judge its 
weight. 

hefty ad. (heftier, heftiest) 1 (of a person) big 
and strong. 2 (of a thing) large, heavy, powerful. 
o heftily adv. heftiness 7. 

hegemony /hi-jem-6ni/ 1». leadership or domi- 
nance, esp. by one state of a confederacy. [from 
Greek hégemonia] 

Hegira /hej-i-ra, hij-ra/ n. (also Hejira, Hijra) 
1 Muhammad's departure from Mecca to Medina 
in ap 622. 2 the Muslim era reckoned from this date. 
[from Arabic Agra “departure from one’s country | 

heifer /hef-er/ n. a cow that has not borne a call. 
or has borne only one calf. [Old English| 

heigh in/. expressing encouragement or enquiry. 

heigh-ho m/. expressing boredom, resignation, etc. 


height 7. 1 the measurement from base to top or (of 


a person) from head to foot. 2 the elevation above 
ground or a recognized level (usu. sea level). 3 any 
considerable elevation (sztuated at a height). 4aa high 
place or area. b rising ground. 5 the top of some- 


thing 6 a the most intense part or period of 


anything (the battle was at its heiht). b an extreme 
example (the height of Jashion). [Old English] 

heighten 1/7, @ intr, make or become higher or 
more intense. 


Helicopters are lifted, propelled, and steered by powerful rotating 
blades (rotors). Able to take off vertically, hover, and fly in any 
direction, these versatile machines are held stable in flight by the 
balancing action of their tail rotor. First developed in the 1920s, 


rotor blade | anti-collision 


: beacon 
fail vatur 


drive shaft 
A 


; x tail-rotor pitch 
oil tank control wire 
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heinous /hay-nis, hee-niis/ adj. (of a crime or 
crimiffal) utterly odious or wicked. [from Old 
French haineus| O heinously ad. heinousness 1. 

heir air 7. 1 a person entitled to property or rank as 
the legal successor of its former owner. 2 a person 
deriving or morally entitled to some thing, quality. 
etc. from a predecessor. [from Latin eres -edis| 
0 heirdom ». heirless adj. heirship ». 

heir apparent 7. (//. heirs apparent) an hcir 
whose claim cannot be set aside by the birth of 
another hei. 


w Usage Note that heir apparent does not mean 
‘seeming heir’. 


heiress /air-ess/ 7. a female hew, esp. to wealth or 
high utle. 

heirloom /air-loom/ n. 1 a piece of personal 
property that has been in a family for several gener- 
ations. 2 a piece of property received as part of an 
inheritance. [based on 10015] 

heist /hyst/ V. {mer slang @ n. a robbery. @ vf rob. 
[representing a local pronunciation of How: | 

Hejira var. of Hiciks. 

held pas! and past part. of How’. 

heli- coms. form helicopter (heliport). 

helical adj. having the form of a helix. 
chelically ad. helicoid adj. G n. 

helices j/. of titi. 

helicopter 7. A a type of aircraft obtaming lift 
and propulsion from horizontally revolving over- 
head blades. > urersrt. [from Greek Aelia “helix? + 
pleron ‘wing’ | 

helio- comb, form the Sun. [from Greek félivs ‘sun’] 

heliocentric adj. b regarding the Sun as centre. 
2 considered as viewed [rom the Sun’s centre. 
ao heliocentrically adv. 

heliogram 7. a message sent by hchograph. 

heliograph e ». > a signalling apparatus 
reflecting sunlight in flashes from a 
movable mirror. @ 7/7. send (a message} by 
hehograph. o heliography 1. 


\ elevator 


. SURVEILLANCE 
HELICOPTER 


Opa 


hell 


modern helicopters date from the advent of turbojet engines in 
1955, They are now used for such diverse purposes as military 
gunships, air ambulances, and air taxis; for spraying crops; and for 
aerial survey and observation, particularly of road traffic conditions. 
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heliotrope e 7. 1 a any plant of the genus Helio 
lropium (borage family), with fragrant purple flowers. 
b the scent of these. 2 (winter heliotrope) a plant 
of the daisy family, Petasites fragrans, which produces 
fragrant lilac flowers in winter. 3 a light purple 
colour, @ adj. light purple. [from Greek héliotropion 
‘plant turning to the sun’ 

helipad 7. a landing pad for helicopters. 

heliport 7. a place where helicopters take off and 
land. 

heli-skiing 7. skiing for which transport up the 
mountain is by helicopter. 

helium 27. Chem. a colourless light inert gascous 
element occurring in deposits of natural gas, used 
in airships and as a refrigerant. [based on Greek 
helioy sun’, as first identified in the Sun’s atmosphere] 

helix n. (fl. helices 
/hel-i-seez/} &» an 
object having a three- 
dimensional shape lke 
that of a wire wound 
round a cylinder or cone, 

as in a corkscrew 

or spiral staircase. [from Greek] 

hell @ 7. 1 the abode of the dead: in 

Christian, Jewish, and [slamic belief, the 

place of punishment or torment for the 
souls of the dammed, 2 a place or state of 

misery or wickedness. @ i/. an exclama- 

tion of surprise or annoyance. 0 beat 

(or knock etc.) the hell out of co/log. 
beat ete, without restraint. for the 

hell of it collog. for fun. give a 

person hell collog. scold or 
punish or make things difficult 


HELIX 


for a person. the hell (usu. 
prec. by rehat, where, who, etc.) 
expressing anger, disbchiel, 


ete. veeho the hell is this.’: the hell 
you are!). hell for leather 


valchel 
for messages 


HELIOGRAPH: LATI [YLH-CENIURY 
BRITISH ARMY THELIOGR APL 


he’ll 


at full speed. hell to pay great trouble, resulting 
from a previous action. like hell ol/og. 1 not at all. 
2 recklessly, exceedingly. play hell (or Brit. merry 
hell) with collog. be upsetting or disruptive to. 
what the hell col/og. it is of no importance. [Old 
English] o hell-like adj. hellward adv. & adj. 

he’ ll conti, be will; he shall. 

hell-bent adj. (fll. by on) recklessly determined. 

hell-cat 1. a spiteful violent woman, 


hellebore /hel-i-hor/ n. ¥ any evergreen plant of 


the genus Helleborus (buttercup family), having large 

white, cream, green, or 
purplish flowers, e.g. 
the Christmas rose. 
[from Greck (Ajelle 
boras| 


HELLEBORE 


c ’ Tle Heborus lividus 


Hellene ». 1 a native of modern Greece. 2 an 
ancient Greek. [from Greek Hellén “a Greek’] 
O Hellenic ad). 

Hellenism ». Greek character or culture (esp. that 
of ancient Greece.. 0 Hellenize vf: & int. valso 
-ise). Hellenization 7 

Hellenist n. an expert on or admirer of Greck 
language or culture. 

Hellenistic ad. of or relating to Greek history, 
language, and culture of the period Hh Ist c. ne. 
hellfire ». the fire or fires regarded as existing in 

hell. 

hell-hole 2». an oppressive or unbearable place. 

hell-hound ». a licncl. 

hellish e ad). 1 of or hike hell. 2 collug. extremely 
difficult or unpleasant. @ adv. Brit. collog. (as an 
intensifier) extremely (Aellohk evpensives. O hellishly 
adv. hellshness 7. 

hello ,also hullo. esp. Br/. hallo, e tn/. 1 an expres- 
sion of informal greeting, or esp. Bri. of surprise. 
Zac ry used to call attention, @ 7 (pl -OS) a cry ol 


‘hello’. @ zit: (-oes. -oed. cry ‘hello’. [variant of 


earlier holla} 

hellraiser 7. a person who causcs trouble o1 
creates chaos. G hellraising ad). & n. 

Hell’s Angel ». a member of a gang of male 
motorcycle enthusiasts notorious for outrageous 
and violent behaviour, 

helm #7. a uller or wheel by which a ship's rudder 

Oo at the helm in 
control: at the head tof an organiza- 
tion ete.). [Old English | 

helmet 1). > any of various protec- 
live head worn by 
soldiers, police officers, divers, 
motorevelists. etc. [from Old 
French] o helmeted «ad. 

helmsman 1. //. 
stCCTSHEAD 

helot 7. a serf, esp, Helot) of a 
class in ancient Sparta. [from 
Greck heilote,, crroncously taken 

as inhabitants of  /f//us. an 
ancient Greck town| o helotism 
ad). helotry / 

help ee | provide a person etc) 
with the 
needed or souvht (helped me woth nj 


rk), 2 loll by ap, doen. eu.) assist 


is controlled. & boss 


coverings 


semen, a 


a 
, 


means towards what 4 


HELMET ()! 


rea 


CNONATIAO WN 
LOOTBALL 


HEMIPTERA 


Hemipterans form a hugely 
varied group of insects, the 
‘true bugs’. All possess biting 
and sucking mouthparts, used 
to draw fluids from plant or 
animal tissues (most species 
are herbivorous). While the 
majority of hemipterans are 
terrestrial, the group 
also includes all 
aquatic bugs. 


front leg 


needle-like 


rosirum 


\ aar-like 
hind leg eye 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER HEMIPTERANS 


, 


CORDS BiG: 
Bitta flavolineata) 


rose aphid 


ROS APHID 
Macrosiphum rosae) 


or give support to (a person, i moving etc. as speci- 
hed (helped her into the chair, 3 (often absol.y be of use 
or service to (a person, (does that help), 4 contribu 
to alleviating (a pain or dilficulty). 5 prevent or 
remedy vi cant be helped). 6 wusu. with neg.) a refrain 
from (could not help laughing. b ref. vefrain from 
acting coulda help himself). 7 (often foll. by tv) serve 
a person with food) whall J help you to greens?) 
en. 1 the act of helping or being helped (ree need your 
help, came to our help). 2a person or thing that helps. 
3 a domestic assistant. O help oneself often foll. 
by lo) L serve oneself (with food ete.). 2 take without 
seeking help or permission. help a person out 
give a person help, esp. in difficulty. [Old English] 
0 helper n. 
helpful a7/j..1 viving help; usclul. 2 obliging, o help- 
fully ad. helpfulness n. 
helping v7. a portion of food, esp. ata meal. 
helping hand ». assistance 
helpless adj. 1 lacking help or protection; 
defenceless. 2 unable to act without help, 
oO helplessly ad. helplessness 7. 
helpline ». 
providing help with problems. 


a telephone service 


helpmate #7. a helpful compan- 
ion Or partner ausu, a husband o1 
Wile. 

helter-skelter @ «ad. in cisor- 
derly haste. @ adj. characterized 
by chsorderly haste. @ 7. Brit. a 
tall spiral slide round a tower. 
ata fairground, 

-~; hem!'e 7). the edge of a piece ol 
i cloth, turned and 
down, @ 7... hemmed, hemming) 
turn down ancl sew in the edge of (a 
piece of cloth etc). O hem in 
conline: restrict the movement of. 


[Old Enelish| 


under sewn 


PLAS EAs 


compound 


GIAN I 
WALERBUG 


iLethocerus grandis 


hemisphere 


water surface 


— 


membranous 
rear wing 


hardened 
front wing 


EXTERNAL FEAXTURES 
OF A WATER-BOATMAN 
( Votonecta glauca) 


CICADA 
(Angamiana aetherea) 


SHIELD BUG 
(Elasmucha grisea) 


ASSASSIN BUG 
(Cenlraypis species) 


. 


hem? e (yi/, attracting attention or expressing hesita- 
tion by a slight cough. @ 7. an utterance of this. 
e@ «ir, (hemmed, hemming: say hen: hesitate 
in speech. O hem and haw = hum and haw 
isee Hun). 

hemal etc. (Svar. of nai. ete. 

he-man 1. (//. -men) a masterful or virile man. 

hemato- etc. US var. of tyrmvso- etc. 

hemi- comb. form half. [from Greek] 

hemiplegia 7. \ed. paralysis of one side of the 
body. [modern Latin] b hemiplegic n. & ad. 

Hemiptera 1”. p/. A an order of insects comprising 
the ‘true’ bugs. which have mouthparts adapted for 
pierciag and sucking. [from Greek hemi- + pteron 
‘wing | Oo hemipteran 7, & adj. hemipterous adj. 

hemisphere 7. 1 half of a sphere. 2 Wa half of the 
Earth, esp. as divided by the equator (into northern 
and vwuthern hemisphere) or by a line passing through 
the poles Unto easfern and wesern hemisphere). 0 hemi- 
spheric ad. hemispherical ad). 


northern 
hemispher 


equaloi 


southern 
hemisphere 


HEMISPHERE: GLOBE DIVIDED INIO 
NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES 


hemline heraldry 


HERALDRY 


Charges, or heraldic devices, were first used during the 
12th century to identify armour-clad knights in battle. 
Knights wore their coat of arms, passed down from 
father to son, on their shield, armour, and surcoat. 


Modern heraldry uscs the blazon system to describe 
and record both existing and newly created coats of 
arms, which symbolize the power and authority 
invested in a particular town, city, nation, or family, 


double-headed 
eagle emblem 


crest 


torse (wreath) 
in livery colours 


Jace grille 


MLUDIEVAL- 
sul Sill 
SYMBOLIC 
Nie 


hemline 2. the line or level of the lower edge of a 
skirt. dress. or coat 

hemlock’ 7. 1 a poisonous umbelliferous plant. 
Conium maculatum. with ternblke leaves and small white 
flowers. 2 a poison obtained from this. [Old English] 

hemo- comb. form US var-of ivemo-, 

hemp 7. 1 (in full Indian hemp) a herbaceous 
plant, Cannabis sativa, native to Asia. 2 its fibre 
extracted from the stem and used to make rope and 
stout fabrics. & rorv. 3 any of several narcotic drugs 
made from the hemp plant, esp. marijuana o1 
cannabis. [Old English, related to Greck kannabis| _ 


hempen adj. made from hemp. 


hemstitch e 7. W 2 decorative stitch used m sewing 
hems. & srtrcu. @ 7.2; hem with this stitch. 


HEMSTITCH 


hen 7. 1 a female bird, esp. of a domestic fowl. 2 (in 
pl.) domestic fowls of cither sex. [Old English] 

hence ad. 1 from this time (lao years hence). 2 for this 
reason (hence we seen lo be wrong). 3 archaic trom here 
from this place. |Old English] 

henceforth ad 
time onwards. 

henchman 7. (//. -men 
supporter. [Old Enelish hengst 


‘also henceforward) from this 


often derog a trusted 

male horse’ + mn] 

hen-coop 7. a coop for keeping fowls in 

henge #7. > a prehistoric monument cons isting of a 
circle of stone or wood uprights. [back-formation 
from Stonehenge, such a monument in 5 England] 


CHARGES 


croumn 
emblem 


Saeed tt 


emblem 
DOL BLE-HLADED 
EAGLE 


collai 


henna‘e 7x. 1 a tropical shrub, Lawsonia inermis. 
having small pink, red, or white flowers. 2. the 
reddish dye from its shoots and leaves, esp. used to 
colour hair. e z./; (hennaed, hennaing) dyc (hair 
with henna. {from Arabic Ainia’| 

hen night 7. &r/. collog. a celebration held for a 
woman who is about to get married, attended only 
by women, 

hen-party 2. collog. often derog a social gathering of 
women. 

henpeck 7/7 (usu. as henpecked adj.) (of a woman 
constantly harass (a man, esp. her husband) 

henry 1. (pl. -ies or henrys) Electr the ST unit 
of inductance which gives an electromotive force of 
one volt in a closed circuit with a uniform rate ol 
change of current of one ampere per seconcl. [named 


878] 


afier J. Henry, American physicist, 1797 1878 
hep var. of 1’. 
heparin x, Biche 

saccharide used as 


a sulphur-containing poly- 
in anticoagulant in the treat 
ment of thrombosis. [based on Greek hepar ‘liver’ | 
1 relating to the hyer, 
2 dark brownish red: liver- 
coloured. [based on Greek hepar -alos ‘liver’] 


hepatic /hip-at-ik/ ad. 1 of 


CD GARDIOVASCL LAR, LIVE! 


HENGE: STONEHENGE. ENGLAND. ¢.2.000 B¢ 


LlON 


HERALDIC 
STANDARD 


BLANK 


hepatitis rv. inflammation of the liver; a disease 
in which this occurs. [Modern Latin] 

hepatitis A 7. a form of viral hepatitis transmitted 
in food, causing fever and jaundice 

hepatitis B x. a severe form of viral hepatitis trans- 
mitted in infected blood, causing fever, debility, and 
jaundice. 

hepta- cui. form seven. [from Greek] 

heptagon 7.» a plane figure 

with seven sides and angles 

0 heptagonal ad). 

heptathlon 7. an 
contest, usu. [01 
in. which competitor 
takes part in seven cvents. 
o heptathlete n. 


athletic 
women. 
each 


heptavalent «dj. Chem. having 
a valency of seven. 

her @ pron. objective case of suv. ( like her). @ poss.det. 
of or belonging to her (her house; her own busine 


HEPTAGON 


mw Usage The use of her instead of she after the verb 
‘to be’ (as in Jt her all right: I am older than her) is 
considered by some to be grammatically incorrect 
but is normal in ordinary usage, Him, m 
us are used similarly, e.g. /¢\ 


g. 
10s us who will have to pay for tl. de also Usage Note 
at PHAN 


them, and 


them on the phone again: 


herald e 7). 1 an official messenger bringing news. 
2 a foreruuner (spring is the herald of summer). 3 a his! 
an officer responsible for State ceremonial and 
ctiquette. b (in the UK) an official of the Heralds’ 
College. concerned and 
granting arms. @ z./z proclaim the approach of: 
usher in. [from Old French herau(/)s] 


ith ree yrching lineage 


heraldic ad). of 
ically adv, 
heraldist /. an expert in heraldry 
heraldry 7. 1 the scicix 

in dealing with armorial |x 
bearing 


or concerning heraldry. o herald- 


art of a herald, “Sp 
2 &A armorial 


rmmys 


HERB 


Plants have been exploited since ancient times both as & 
source of food and medicine, and to scent or cleanse the 
home. Many herbs are traditionally used to alleviate the 
symptoms of disease, either through orally or locally 
applied herbal treatments, or through aromatherapy or 


CULINARY HERBS 


THY MI ROSDAMENRY MUNI 
garden thyme (Rosmarinus officinalis) basil mint 
Thymus vulgaris Mentha aquatica) 


BORAGL MARIGOLD SAGE 
Borage officinalis; Calendula officinalis common sage 
(Salva officinalis; 


MEDICINAL HERBS 


tC T RB AYA PSU) UUs ol fil ysl ie CUPUU NIP 


tChamonulla recutita Melaleuca alternifolia, Papaver samniferin 


homoeopathy. In the domestic environment; fresh or 
dried herbs are used to flavour culinary dishes, while | 
herbal extracts provide a base for many household 
compounds for cleaning, polishing, sterilizing, and laun- 
dering. Shown here are some of the more familiar herbs. 


7 
CORIANDER PAR LEN BASIL 
(Gortandrum sativum) curled parsley sweet basil 


Petroselinum crispum) (Ocimum basilicum) 


MARPFORAM (OREGANO AN eT BAY 
compact marjoram (Foeniculum vulgare) Laurus nobilis; 
(Origanum vulgare compactum 


AROMATIC HERBS 


DN Wie SILO TER 
WORADWOOD His co? (Lavandula 


Arlemisia absinthinm) (Ayssopus officinalis) angustifolta 


herb 


herb 7. 1 any non-woody sced-bearing plant. 
2 < any plant with leaves, seeds, or flowers used 
for flavouring, medicine, scent, etc. [from Latin 
herba ‘green crops, herb’] o herb-like adj. herby 
ad). iherbier, herbiest). 

herbaceous ad. of, designating, or relating to herbs 
(see HERB 1). 

herbaceous border 7. a garden border contain- 
ing esp. perennial flowering plants. 

herbage zr. 1 herbaceous vegetation. 2 the succu- 
lent part of this, esp. as pasture. 

herbal e adj. of herbs in medicinal and culinary 
use. @ 7. a book with descriptions and accounts of 
the properties of these. 

herbalist n. l a practitioner of herbal medicine; 
a dealer in medicinal herbs. 2 a collector of or 
writer on plants, esp. an early botanical writer. 
D herbalism 7. 

herbarium 2, (/. herbaria) 1 a systematically 
arranged collection of dried plants. 2 a book, 
room, or building for these. [Late Latin] 

herbicide 7. a toxic substance used to destroy 
unwanted vegetation. 

herbivore 7. an animal that feeds on plants. 
D herbivorous ad. 

herb tea 7. an infusion of herbs. 

herb tobacco zn. a mixture of herbs smoked as a 
substitute for tobacco. 

Herculean = /her-kew-lee-in/ adj. 
requiring great strength or effort. 
name Herculeus| 

herd e 7. 1 a large number of animals, esp. cattle, 
feeding or travelling or kept together. 2 (prec. by 
the) derog. a large number of people; a mob ( prefers 
not to follow the herd). @ v. 1 intr. & ir. go or cause to go 
in a herd (herded together for warmth: herded the cattle into 
the field). 2 tr. tend (sheep, cattle, etc.). [Old English] 
O herder ». 

herdsman ”. (/)/. -men) the owner or keeper of a 
herd of domesticated animals. 

here e ade. 1 in or at or to this place or position. 
2 indicating a person’s presence or a thing offered 
(here ts your coat; my son here will show you). 3 at this 
point in the argument, situation, etc. @ 7. this place. 
e fe 1 calling attention: short for come here, look here, 

. (here, where are you going with that?). 2 indicating 
one’s presence in a roll-call: short for J am here. 
0 here and there in various places. here goes! 
collog. an expression inclicating the start of a bold 
act. here’s to I drink to the health of. neither 
here nor there of no importance or relevance. 
[Old English] 

hereabouts ad: (als«) hereabout) near this place. 

hereafter e ad:. 1 from now on; in the future. 2 in 
the world to come (alter death). @ 7. 1 the future. 
2 life after death 

hereby ade, by this means; as a result of this. 

hereditable adj. that can be inherited. 

hereditary adj. 1 (of disease, instinct, ete.) able to 
be passed down from one generation to another. 
2 a descending by inheritance. b holding a position 
by inheritance. o hereditarily ad. 

heredity 7. 1 a the passing on of physical or mental 
characteristics aeaiealy from one generation to 
another. b these characteristics. 2 the genetic con- 
stitution of an individual. [from Latin heredifas 
‘hemship’| 

Hereford ». an animal of a breed of red and white 
beef cattle. [from Hereford, a city and county m 
England| 

herein ad. formal in this matter, book, ete. 

hereinafter adv. esp. Lave formal 1 from this point 
on. 2 ina later part of this document etc, 

hereof ad, formal of this 

heresy /he-ri-si/ 7. (pi. -ies) 1 esp. RC Ch. a belief 
or practice contrary to orthodox doctrine. b an 
instance of this. 2 a opinion contrary to what is 
normally accepted or maintained. b an instance 
of this. [from Greck hairesis “choice, sect’] 


having or 
{from Latin 


herring 
HERMAPHRODITE copulatory 
Although hermaphrodite plants and animals have both bursa 
male and female organs, it is usual for individuals in a ovolestis 
| species to fertilize cach other. This produces twice the 
number of possible offspring as does unisexual repro- 
duction, and helps to maintain genetic diversity. herma- 
phrodite 
pistel pa duct 
(female 
organs) 
= 2 spurmathera 
j QO ‘ - 
stamens Sy am, oe 
(male ay ———— 
organs) LB ine ————— . 
penis vagina | \, spermoviduct 


ORGANS OF \ 
FLOWER (POPPY) 


REPRODUCTIVE 
HERMAPHRODITL 


heretic /he-ri-tik/ 7. 1 the holder of an unortho- 
dox opinion. 2 a person believing in or practising 
religious heresy. [from Greek hairetikos ‘able to 
choose’| 0 heretical adj. heretically adi. 

hereto adv. formal to this matter. 

heretofore ad. forma/ before this time. 

hereupon adi. after this; in consequence of this. 

herewith adv. with this (esp. of an enclosure in a 
letter cte.). 

heritable ad). able to be inherited. [based on eccle- 
siastical Latin hereditare ‘to inherit] 0 heritability 
n, heritably ad:. 

heritage x. 1 anything that is or may be inherited. 
2 inherited circumstances, benefits, ete. (@ heritage 
of confusion). 3 a nation’s historic buildings, monu- 
ments, gountryside, ete. [from Old French| 

hermaphrodite e 7. 1 Anal. & ool. & a person or 
animal having both male and female sexual organs. 
2 Bot. A a plant having stamens and pistils in the 
same flower. @ adj. combining both sexes. [from 
Hermaphroditus, a son of Hermes and .\phrodite, 
who merged with the nymph Salmacis in one 
body] oO hermaphroditic «ad. hermaphro- 
ditism ». 

hermeneutics 7. the branch of knowledge that 
deals with interpretation, esp. of the Bible or bter- 
ary tents. 

hermetic adj. (also hermetical) 1 with an airtight 
closure. 2 protected from outside agencies, [from 
Hermes (Trismegistus) “(thrice-greatest) Hermes’ | 

hermetically ad:. hermetism v. 

hermetic seal 7. an airtight seal. 

hermit ». 1 an carly Christian recluse. 2 any person 

iving in solitude. [based on Greek erémos ‘solitary | 
og hermitic adj. 

hermitage 7. 1 a hermit’s dwelling, 2 a monastery. 


hermit crab 1. ¥ a crab of the family Paguridae, 
living in a cast-off molluse shell 
for protection 


discarded 
molluse shell , 


HERMIT CRAB 
(Dardanus megistos) 


hernia 7. (//. hernias or herniae /-1i-ec/) the 
displacement and protrusion of part of an organ 
through the wall of the cavity contaming it, esp. of 
the abdomen. [Latin] o hernial ad). herniated 
ad). 


REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS OF A 
HERMAPHRODITE ANIMAL (SNAIL) 


hero ». (//. -oes) 1 a person noted or admired for 
courage, outstanding achievements, etc. (ezeton, 
a hero of science). 2 the chief male character in a play, 
story, etc. [from Greek héros] 

heroic e ag. 1 of, like, or fit for a hero. 2 a (of 
language) grand, high-flown, dramatic. b (of a 
work of art) ambitious in scale or subject. @ x. (in 
pl.) 1 high-flown language or sentiments. 2 unduly 
bold behaviour. 0 heroically ado. 

heroic couplet 7. two lines of rhyming iambic 
pentameters. 

heroin /. a highly addictive crystalline analgesic drug 
derived from morphine, often used as a narcotic. 

heroine 7». I a woman noted or admired for 
courage, outstanding achievements, etc. 2 the chief 
female character in a poem, play, story, etc. 
3 Gk Antg. a demigoddess. 

heroism 7). heroic conduct or qualities. 

heron 7. > any of various 
large wading birds of the 
family Ardeidae, esp. 
Ardea cinerea, with long 
legs and a long S-shaped 
neck. {from Old French 
hairon| O heronry n. 

(pl. -ies) 

hero’s welcome 
n a Yapturous 
welcome, like 
that given to 

a successful 
warrior. 

hero-worship 
@ x. ideali- 
zauion of an 
acdnured man. 
@ «lr (-wor- 
shipped, wor- 
shipping; ['S 
-worshiped, worshiping; worship as a hero: 
idolize. O hero-worshipper 1. 

herpes /her-peez/ n. a virus disease with out- 
breaks of blisters on the skin ete. [from Greek herpes 

-élos “shingles’] 0 herpetic ad). 

herpes simplex n. a viral infection which 
may produce cold sores, genital inflammation, 

or conjuncuyitus. 


HERON: PURPLE HERON 
(Ardea purpurea) 


herpes zoster 7. = suincils. [based on Greek 20st 
‘belt, girdle’ 

herpetology n. the study of reptiles. [based on 
Greek herpeton reptile] Oo herpetological adj. 
herpetologist 7. 


Herr /hair/ n. | p/. Herren /he-rén/) 1 the title of 


a German man; Mr, 2a German man. [from Old 
High German hérro ‘more exalted] 


herring n. aN. Atlantic fish, Clupea harengus, coming 


near the coast in large shoals to spawn. {Old English] 


H 


herringbone 


HERRINGBONE S1I1CH 


herringbone 7. A a stitch with a zigzag pattern. 

herring gull 7. a large gull, Larus argentaius, with 
dark wing-tips. 

hers /os.pron. the one or ones belonging to or asso- 
ciated with her. 0 of hers of or belonging to her 
(a friend of hers). 


herself pron. 1 a emphat. form of sui. or ire (she herself 


will do it). b reff. form of ti. (she hay hurl herself ). 2 in 
her normal state of body or mind (does not feel quite 
herself today). Obe herself act her normal uncon- 
strained manner. by herself sce by oneself. 

hertz v. ( pl. same) the SI unit of frequency, equal to 
one cycle per second. [named after H. R. Hertz, 
German physicist, 1857 94] 

he’s contr. 1 he is. 2 he has. 

hesitant ad). hesitating: irresolutc. O hesitance rn. 
hesitancy 7. hesitantly ad. 

hesitate winir 1 voften foll. by about. over: show or 
feel indecision or uncertainty: pause in doubt (hes7- 
lated over her choice), 2 (often foll. by to + infin., be 
reluctant U hesilate to inform against him), [from Latin 
haeyitare| GO hesitatingly ad:, hesitation 1. 

hessian 7. a strong coarse sacking made of hemp 
or jute. [from //esse, a state in Germany| 

hetero 7. ; /)/. -os) collog. a heterosexual. 

hetero- con/. form other, different ;olten opp. HOMo-). 
[from Greck heferos “other | 

heterocyclic adj. Ghem. (of a compound) with a 
bonded ring of atoms of more than one kind. 

heterodox ad. (of a 
not orthodox. [based on 
0 heterodoxy 7. 

heterodyne Radio @ adj. rclating to the production 
of a lower frequency from the combination of two 
almost equal high frequencies. @ tir produce a 
lower frequency in this way. [based on Greck 
dunanis ‘power | 

heterogeneous adj. (also dup. heterogenous 
1 diverse in character. 2 varied in content. [based 
on Greek genos *kind’| 0 heterogeneity n. hetero- 
geneously ad 


person, opimion, ete.) 
Greek dova ‘opinion | 


m= Usage The less common form helerngenous is 
considered incorrect by some people and best 
avoided. CL homogeneous and homogenous which have 
quite different senses but are often confused: sec 
Usage Note at HomouLNLovs, 


heterologous «. not homologous. o heterology ». 

heteromorphice a7). (also heteromorphous) 5iv/. 
1 of dissnnilar forms, 2 (ol existing 1m 
different forms at different stages in their life cycle. 
co heteromorphism /: 

heterosexual e adj. 1 fecling or involving sexual 
attraction to persons of the opposite sex. 2 con- 
cerning heterosexual relations or people. 3 relating 
to the opposite sex, @ 2 a heterosexual person. 
0 heterosexuality 7. heterosexually ad. 


insects) 


het up ad). collog. excited, overwrought. [from dialect 
Act heated | 

heuristic /hew1-iss-tik/ e adj. 1 allowing or assist- 
ing to ciscover, 2 Gonputing proceeding to a solution 
by trial ancl error. @ a. an ply treated as sag. 
Computing Une study and use of heuristic techniques 
in dlata processing oe on Greek henisken “to 
fincl’| o heuristically « 

hew pay! pail. hewn or hewed 1F often toll. | 
dawn, aaay, off woa thine: with an axe, a 
sword, ete. 2 cutya lock a wood ete 
Oo hew one’s way make a way for 
hewing, [Old English] o hewer 1 


USL, 


chop or ¢ 
inte shape 
oneself by 


hex'e v1 int, practise witchcraft. 2 % cast a spell 
on; bewitch. e 7. 1 a magic spell. 2 a witch. [from 
German ges 

hex? adj. © n. esp. Gompuling = waxpicimaL. [abbre- 
viation| 

hexa- conih, form six. [from Greek hex *six’] 

hexad 7. a group of six. 

hexadecimal esp. Computing @ adj. relating to or 
using a system of numerical notation that has 
16 rather than 10 as a base. @ 7. the hexadecimal 
system; hexadeciinal notation. 0 hexadecimally 
adi. 

hexagon /. a plane figure with six sides and angles. 
co hexagonal «ii. 

hexagram 7. 1 Pm a figure 
formed by two intersecting 
equilateral triangles. 2 a 
figure of six lines. [based 
on Greek gramma ‘line’ | 

hexahedron 1. (//. hexa- 
hedra or hexahedrons: ¥ 
a solid figure with six faces. 


0 hexahedral ad. 


HEXAGRAM 


hexameter /hck-sam-i- 
ter/ n. a line or verse of 
six metrical fect. oO hexa- 
metric «dj. 
hexane 7. Chem. a liquid 
hydrocarbon of _ the 
alkane series. 
HEXAHEDRON f f 
hexavalent adj. having a 
valency of six. 
hey i/. calling attention or expressing joy, surprise, 
enquiry, enthusiasm, etc. {Middle English} 
heyday ». the flush or full bloom of youth, vigour, 
prosperity, ete. [earlier an exclamation of joy, sur- 
prise, etc.] 
hey presto! in/. Bril. a phvasc announcing the 
successful completion of a trick or other surprising 
achievement, 
HEF abby. high frequency. 
Hf symb. Chem. the element hafnium. 


hf. abby. hall. 


Hg yb. Chem. the element mercury. [modern Latin 
hydrargyrum| 

hg ahd. hectogram({s). 

HGV abi. Bril. heavy goods vehicle. 

HH abby 1 Brit. Her or His Highness. 2 His Holi- 
ness. 3 double-hard (pencil lead). 

hi i/. calling attention or as a grecting. [parallel 
form to nt | 

hiatus /hy-ay-tiis/ n. (//. hiatuses) 1 a break o1 
gap, esp. in a series, account, or chain of proof. 
2 Provody & Gram. a break between two vowels 
coming together but not in the same syllable, as in 
though oft the ear. (Latin, literally ‘gaping’, from /an 
gape] o hiatal ad). 

hiatus hernia ». \ed. the protrusion of an organ. 
esp. the stomach, through the oesophageal opening 
in the diaphragm. 

Hib vv. Ved. a bacterium, Haemophilus mfluenzae type 
B. causing infant meningitis (often atiib: Ath vaccine). 

hibernate @ij/ 1 (of some animals: spend the 
winter in a dormant state. 2 remain inactive. 
based on Latin Aibernatus ‘wintercd’] 

o hibernation 1. hibernator /. 


Hibernian archaic poct. @ adj. of or con- 
cerning Ireland. @ 7”. a native of 
Ireland. [from Laun Hibernia, 
based on Celtic] 

_pl. hibiscuses 

m any tree or shrub of the 
genus Hibiscus, cultivated for 
its large bnghth coloured 
flowers. [from Greck Abisko 
‘marsh mallow | 


hibiscus 7. 


hic in/, expressing the sound 
of a hiccup, esp. a drunken 
hiccup. 


HIBISCUS: 
CHINESE HIBISCUS 
Thbiscus rosa-sinensiss 


hieratic 


hiccup (also hiccough pronunc. same) @ n. 1 an in- 
voluntary spasm of the diaphragm and respiratory 
organs, with sudden closure of the glottis and char- 
acteristic coughlike sound. 2 a temporary or minor 
, fault or sethack, @ ain (hiccuped, hiccuping) 
make a hiccup or series of hiccups. 0 hiccupy ad). 
hick 7. collog, a country dweller; a provincial. [pet 
form of the name Richard] 
hickory 2. (//. -ies) 1 ¥ any N. American tree of 
the genus Carya, yielding tough 
heavy wood ‘and _ bearing 
nutlike edible fruits (see 
pic nj, 2 a the wood 
of these trees. b a 
stick made of this. 
[from Algonquian 
pawcohiccora| 


' male 
catkins 


HICKORY: 
SHAGBARK HIC RORY 


(Carya ovata) 


hid jas! of wipe! 

hidden jas! parl. of i." 

hidden agenda 7. a secret or ulterior motive 
behind an action, statement, etc. 

hide! e@ &. | pas! hid; pas! part. hidden or archaic hid) 
1 # put or keep out of sight. 2 ix conceal oneself. 
3 & (usu. foll. by from) keep (a fact, secret (Ard his real 
motive from her). 4 & conceal (a thing) from sight 
intentionally or not y/rees hid the house). @ n. Brit. a 
camouflaged shelter used for observing wildlife or 
hunting animals. a hide one’s head keep out of 
sight, esp. from shame. hide out (or up) remain in 
concealment. [Old English] o hider n. 

hide? n. 1 the skin oan animal, esp. when tanned 
or dressed. 2 joc. the human skin, esp. on the 
buttocks (/7l/ tan yowr hide). [Old English] o hided 
adj. (also in comb). 

hide-and-seek 7. a childien’s game in which one 
or more players seek a child or children hiding. 

hideaway ». a hiding place or place of retreat. 

hidebound ai. 1 narrow-minded; bigoted. 2 (of 
the law, rules, etc.) constricted by tradition, 


hideous ad. 1 frightiul, repulsive, or revolting, to 
the senses or the mind. 2 co/log. unpleasant. [based 
on Old French fide ‘fear’) a hideously adi. 
hideousness 1. 

hideout 7. a hiding place. 

hidey-hole 1. Bri/. collag. a hiding place. 

hiding! 7. collog. a thrashing. o on a hiding to 
nothing &r/, in a position from which there can be 
no successful outcome. 

hiding? 7. 1 the act or an instance of hiding. 2 the 
state of remaining hidden (go ito hiding). 

hie vit. © refl. nies, hied, hieing or hying) 
archaic or poet. go quickly (hie to your chamber; hied him 
to the chase), [Old English Aigian ‘to strive, pant’) 
hierarchy /hyr-ar-ki/ 7. p/. -ies) 1 a a system 

in which grades or classes of status or 

authority are ranked one above the 

other, b a hicrarchical system (of 
government, Management, ete.). 
e (foll. by of) a range tn order of 
nnportance thierarchy of values). 
2 a priestly government. b a 
priesthood organized in grades. 

Dhierarchic ad). hierarchical ad). 
hieratic /hyr-at-ik/ adj. 1 of or 
concerning priests: priesily. 2 of 
the ancient Egyptian writing of 
abridged hieroglyphics as used by 


hiero- 


priests. [based on Greck hierasthai ‘to be a priest’] 
o hieratically ad. 

hiero- /hyr-oh/ comb. form sacred, holy. [from 
Greek /ieros *sacred’| ; 

hieroglyph /hyr-6-glif/ x. » a picture 
of an object representing a word, 
syllable, or sound, as used in ancient 
Egyptian and other writing. 

hieroglyphic /hyr-6-glif-ik/ @ adj. 

1 of or written in hieroglyphs. 
2 symbolical. @ n. (in pl) hiero- 
glyphs; hieroglyphic writing. 
[based on Greek gluphé ‘carving’ ) 

hi-fi collog. @ adj. of high fidelity. 
ex. (pl. hi-fis) a set of equipment 
for high-fidelity sound repro- 
duction, 

higgledy-piggledy adv. © adj. in 
confusion or disorder. 

high e ad. 1 a of great vertical 
extent (a high building). b ( predic.; 
often in comb.) of a specified height 
(one inch high, water was waist-high), 
2 far above ground or sea level ete. 
(a high altitude). 3 extending above the normal or 


average level (high boots: jersey with a high neck). 4 of 
exalted, esp. spiritual, quality (high principles). 5 of 


exalted rank (tn high society). 6 a great, intense; 
extreme; powerful (high praise, high lemperature) 
b greater than normal (high prices). ¢ extreme in reli- 
gious or political opinion ‘high Tory). 7 (often foll. by 


on) collog. intoxicated by alcohol or esp. drugs. 8 (of 


a sound or note) of high frequency; shrill. 9 (of a 
period, an age, a time, ete.) at its peak (high summer: 
High Renaissance). 10 a (of meat etc.) beginning to 
go bad; off. b (of game) well-hung and slightly 
decomposed. @ 7. 1 a high, or the Inghest, level or 
figure. 2 an area of high barometric pressure; an 
anticyclone. 3 s/ang a euphoric state, esp. drug- 
induced (J’m on a high at the moment). 4 \. Amer. collog. 
high school. @ adv. 1 far up; aloft ( flece the flag high). 
2 in or tg a high degree. 3 at a high price. 4 (of a 
sound) at or to a high pitch (sang high). o from on 
high from heaven or a high place. high old (ath. 
collog. most enjoyable. high opinion of a favourable 
opinion of. in high feather see t1aittr. on high in 
or to heaven or a high place. on one’s high horse 
collog. behaving superciliously or arroganily. run 
high 1 (of the sea) have a strong current with high 
tide. 2 (of feelings) be strong. [Old English; 

high altar ». the chief altar of a church. > ¢ vitor 

high and dry adi. (usu. in phr. left high and dry: 


1 stranded without resources. 2 (of a ship) out of 


the water, esp. stranded. 
‘high and low adv. esp. in phr. search high and 
low) everywhere. 

high and mighty ad). collog. arrogant. 

highball n, .\. Amer, a drink of spirits and soda ete., 
served with ice in a tall glass. 

highbrow ¢ollog. @ adj. intellectual; cultural. @ 7. an 
intellectual or cultured person. 

high chair 7. an infant’s chair with long legs and a 
tray, for use at meals. 

High Church e 7. a tradition within the Anglican 
Church emphasizing ritual, priestly authority, 
sacraments, and historical continuity with Catholic 
Christianity. @ adj. of or relating to this tradition. 

high-class adj. of high quality. 

high colour 7. a flushed complexion. 

high command ». an army commander-in-chic! 
and associated staff. 

High Commission 7. an embassy from one 
Commonwealth country to another. o High 
Commissioner /. 

High Court 7. 1a supreme court of justice, esp. in 
Eneland (in full High Court of Justice, the court 
of unlimited civil jurisdiction forming part of the 
Supreme Court. 2 (ofien high court) tin the US) 
a supreme court in a state, 


high day 2. a [estal day: 


HIEROGLYPHS ON AN 
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 
SGARAB. €.1350 BO 


Higher 7. (usu. in p/.) (in Scotland) an examination 
leading to the Scottish Certificate of Education, 
Higher Grade. 

higher animal 7. an animal showing 

relatively advanced characteristics, e.g. a 

placental mammal. 

higher court 7. a court that can 
overrule the decision of another. 

higher education 7. education 
at university etc., esp. to degree 
level. 

higher mathematics 7.,//. (usu. 
treated as sng) advanced mathe- 
matics as taught at university etc, 
higher plant 7. a plant showing 
relatively advanced characteris- 
tics, e.g, a flowering plant. 
highest common factor 7. the 
highest number that can be 
divided exactly into each of two 
or more numbers. 

high explosive 7. an extremely 

explosive substance used in shells, 

bombs, ete 

highfalutin /hy-fa-loo-tin/ adj. (also highfalut- 
ing) collog. absurdly pompous or pretentious. 

high fashion 7. = H\UTr COUTL RI. 

high fidelity ». the reproduction of sound with 
litde distortion, giving a result very similar to the 
original. 

high finance 7. financial transactions involving 

arge suns. 

high-five n. .\. Amer. slang a gesture of celebration 

or greeting in which two people slap each other's 

yalms with their arms outstretched over their heads. 
high-flown ad. (of language etc.) extravagant, 
xombastic. 

high-flyer 7. (also high-flier) 1 a person with the 

yotentfal and usu. ambition to succeed. esp. acade- 

mnically or in business, 2a thing with potential for 
excepuonal, usu. commercial, achievement (high 
flyer of the sports car range). 0 high-flying ad). 


high frequency ». a frequency, esp. in radio, of 


3-30 megahertz. 

high gear ». a gear of a vehicle providing a high 
ratio between the speed of the driven wheels and 
that of the driving mechanism and so a high speed 
to the vehicle itself. 

high-grade adj. of high quality. 

high-handed adj. disregarding 
overbearing, 

high hat 7. 1 a top hat. 2.\. Amer collog. a snobbish 
or supercilious person. 


others’ feelings: 


high heels 7.//. women’s shoes with high heels. 
o high-heeled ad. 

high jinks 7.//, boisterous joking or merrymaking: 

high jump 7. 1 an athletic event consisting of 
jumping as high as possible over a bar of adjustable 
height. 2 Brit. collog. a drastic punishment (he’s for the 
high jump}, 0 high-jumper 7. 

high kick #7. a dancer’s kick 
high in the air. 

highland e 7. (usu. in f/.) 1 an 
area of high or mountainous 
land. 2 (the Highlands) the 
mountainous part of Scotland. @ ad). 
1 relating to nigh or mountainous 
land. 2 \Highland; of or relating 
to the Highlands. o highlander 1. 
\also Highlander . Highlandman ». 
(pl. -men). 

Highland cattle 7. » cattle of a shaggy-haired 
breed with long curved widely spaced horns. 

Highland dress ». the Scottish kilt etc 

Highland fling sve rin. 7. 3. 

high-level ad. 1 (of negouations ete.) conducted hy 
high-ranking people. 2 Computing 1of a program- 
ming language) not machine-dependent and usu. 
at a level of abstraction close to natural language 


high season 


high life n. (also high living) a luxurious existence 
ascribed to the upper classes. 

highlight e 2. 1 (in a painting etc.) a light area, or 
one seeming to reflect light. 2 a moment or detail 
of vivid interest; an outstanding feature. 3 (usu. in 
pl.) a light streak in the hair. esp. one produced by 
bleaching or dyeing. @ zi 1 a bring into promi- 
nence; draw attention to. b mark with a highlighter. 
2 create highlights in (the haw). 

highlighter 7. a marker pen which overlays colour 
on a printed word etc., leaving it legible and 
emphasized. 

high-lows 7. pl. archaic boots reaching over the 
ankles. 

highly ad. 1 in a high degree (highly amusing; 
commend it highly). 2 honourably; favourably (think 
highly of him). 

highly strung adj. (hyphenated when altrib) very 
sensitive or nervous. 

high marks US var. of tui. Marks. 

high-minded adj. 1 having high moral principles. 
2 archaic proud. 0 high-mindedly ad: high- 
mindedness ». 

highness 2. 1 the state of being high (highness of 
taxation) (cf. nicitt). 2 (Highness) a title of a prince 
or princess (Her Highness: lour Royal Highness). 

high-octane adj. (of fuel used in internal-combus- 
tion engines) having good antiknock properties, not 
detonating readily during the power stroke. 

high-pitched aq. 1 (of a sound) high. 2 (of a roof) 
steep. 

high places ./)/. the upper ranks of an organiza- 
Hon ete, 

high point 7. the maximum or best state reached. 

high-powered adj. 1 having great power or 
energy. 2 important or mfluential. 

high pressure 7. 1 a high degree of activity or 
excruon, 2 a condition of the atmosphere with the 
pressure above average, e.g. in an anticyclone. 

high priest 7. 1 a chicf priest, esp. Ait. Jewish. 
2 ( fem. high priestess) the head of any cult. 

high profile 7. exposure to attention or publicity 
(usu. hyphenated when altrb.: high-profile event). 

high-quality adj. of high quality. 

high-ranking ad). of high rank, senior. 

high relief see iii 6. 

high-rise @ «/(rih.adj. (of a building) having many 
storeys. @ 7. such a building. 

high-risk a/(rih.adj. involving or exposed to danger 
(high-risk sports). 

high road nv. 1 &n/, a main road. 2 (usu. foll. by to) 
a direct route (on the high read to success). 

high roller x. .\. .lmer. s/ang a person who gambles 
large sums or spends freely. 

high school 1. 1 Byi/. a grammar school. 2... Amer 
& Sc. a secondary school. 

high sea 7”. (also high seas //.) open seas not within 
any country’s jurisdiction. 

high season ». the period of the greatest number 
of visitors ata resort etc 


HIGHLAND 
CATTLE: ¢ OW 
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high-security 


high-security «/t/7b.adj. 1 (of a prison, lock, 
etc.) extremely secure. 2 (of a prisoner) 
kept in a high-security prison. 

High Sheriff see suirin la. 

high-sounding «qj. pretcnuous, bombastic. 

high-speed afirib.ad. operating at great 
speed. 

high-spirited «dj. vivacious; cheerful. 

high spirits 1,p/. vivacity; cheerfulness. 
0 in high spirits very cheerful; in a very 
good mood. 

high spot 7. cllog. the most enjoyable 
feature, moment, or experience. 

High Steward see sii snn nr. 6. 

high street 7. Sri. a main road. esp. the 
principal shopping strect of a town (usu. hyphen- 
ated when altrth.: high-street bank). 

high table ». Bri. a table on a platform at a public 
dinner or for the fellows of a college. 

hightail (:/2/r..\. Amer. collag. move at high speed. 

high tea x. Bril. a main evening meal usu. consist- 
ing of a cooked dish, bread and butter, tea, ete. 

high-tech e «dj. 1 (of interior design etc.) imitating 
styles more usual in indusuy etc.. esp. using stecl, 
glass, or plastic in a functional way. 2 employing, 
requiring, or involved in high technology. e 7. (high 
tech) = iat 1LCHNonoGs, 

high technology ». adyanced technological devel- 
opment, esp. in clectronics. 

high tension 7. = Hii out. 

high tide 7. 1 the state of the ude when at its high- 
est or fullest level, 2 the time of this, 

high time x. a time when something ts late or 
overdue wif ts high lime they arrived 1. 

high-toned «¢). stylish: dignified: superior. 

high treason sec 1k1.\son |. 

high-up 7. ¢o//og. a person of high rank. 

high voltage 7. clectrical potential large enough to 
cause injury or damage if diverted, as in power 
transmission cables. 

high water 7). = Hiatt Up. 

high water mark 1. the level reached by the sea 
ete. at high ude. 

highway 7. 1 aa public road. b a mam route (hy 
land or water. 2 a dircet course of action ton the 
highway lo success). 

Highway Code ». (in the UB, the official booklet 
of guidance for road users. 

highwayman . | /)/. -men, /o. highwaywoman. 
pl. -women, hist. a robber of passengers, travellers, 
etc. usu. Mounted, 

high wire ». a high tightrope. 

high words //,/)/. angyy talk. 

hijack e 7./: 1 seize control of (a loaded lorry, an 
aireralt in Hight, etc.) esp. to force it to a different 
desunation. 2 seize goods) in transit. 3 take over 
tan organization etc.) by force or subterfuge m 
order to redirect it. @ 7. an instance of hiyacking. 
[20th-century coinage| 0 hijacker n. 

Hijra var. of Hicins, 

hike ev. 1a long country walk, esp. with a rucksack 
etc. 2 an increase (of prices ete. @ v1 inte walk tor 
a long distance, esp. across country with boots, 
rucksack, etc. 2 @ (usu. foll. by ap) hitch up «cloth- 
ing ete). 3 i increase {prices ete.) [1 9th-century 
dialect word] o hiker x. 

hilarious «dj. 1 exceedingly funny, 2 boisterously 
merry. [from Greek /ularos “cheerlul| o hilarious- 
ly adv. hilariousness 7. hilarity 7. 

hill». 1 a naturally raised area of land, not as high 
as a mountain. 2 coften im comb) a heap: a mound 
tanthill, dunghill), 3a sloping piece of road. a old as 
the hills very ancicnt. over the hill co//log. 1 past 
the prime of life: declining. 2 past the crisis. [Old 
English] 

hill-billy 1. (p/. -ies) US colloy., often derag. a person 
from a remote or mountainous area, esp. m_ the 
Appalachians icf ick 


tribal hut , 


HILL FORT: TRON AGE HILLFORT, 
ENGLAND. 6.300 BC 


hill fort ». Aa fort built on a hil. 

hillock 7. a small hill or mound. 0 hillocky adj. 

hillside ». the sloping side of a hill. 

hilltop 7. the summit of a hill. 

hillwalking 7. the pastime of walking in hilly 
country, G hillwalker x. 

hilly ad). (hillier, hilliest) having many hills. 
o hilliness ». 

hilt 1. the handle of a sword, dagger, ete. & sworn. 
Oo up to the hilt completely. [Old English| 

him pron. 1 objective case of 1. (I saw him). 2 archaie 
himself \ fell and hurt him). 


a Usage Sev Usage Note at tire. 


himself pron. 1 a emphat. form of in. or Hit (he himself 
rel! do it}. b refl. form of wim (he hay hurl himself), 2m 
his normal state of body or mind (does not feel quite 
himself loday). O be himself act in his normal 
unconstrained manner. by himself see by oneself. 

hind! «id. (esp. of parts of the body) situated at the 
hack ind leg) opp. rort adj.). [Middle English] 

hind® n. a female deer ‘esp. a red deer), esp. in and 
after the third year. [Old English| 

hindbrain ». .{na/. the lower part of the brainstem. 

hinder! 7. (also absol.) impede; delay; prevent (you 
wll hinder him: hindered me from working). {Old English] 

hinder? «dj. year, hind (the hinder part). (Middle 
English] 

Hindi e ». 1 a group of spoken dialects of northern 
India. 2 a literary form of Hindustani, an offictal 
language of India. @ adj. of or concerning Hind. 
(Urdu, from Hindi Tndia | 

hindmost adj. furthest behind: most remote. 

hindquarters 1.p/. the hind legs and adjoining 
parts of a quadruped. 

hindrance »). 1 the act or an instance of hindering: 
the state of beme hindered. 2 a thing that himders. 

hindsight 7. wisdom after the event (realized with 
hindsight that they were wrong). 

Hindu e ». (//, Hindus) a follower of Hinduisin. 
e adj. of or concerning Hindus or Hinduism. 

Hinduism ». the main rchgious and social system 
of India, including belief in reincarnation, the 
worship of several gods, and a caste system. 
o Hinduize «./r. ‘also -ise:. 

Hindustani e #. /s/. 1 a group of mutually intelli- 
gible languages and clalects spoken in north-west 
India, principally Hindi and Urdu. 2 the Delhi 
dialect of Hindi, widely used throughout India as a 
lingua franca. @ adj. of or relating to the culture of 
north-west Inca, (Urdu, from Persian} 


w Usage Hindustani was the usual term in the 
18th and Loth centuries for the native language of 
north-west India. Vhe usual modern term is ffindi. 
although Hindustani is sull sometimes used to refer 
to the Hingua lranea. 


hinge e 7. 1 aa movable joint on which a door, lid, 
etc. swings. b Bil. a natural joint performing 
a similar function, e.g that of a bivalve shell. 
2 & point or principle on which everything depends. 


_ defensive rampart 


Hippocratic oath 


e «. (hingeing or hinging) 1 intr (foll. by 
on) depend (on a principle, an event, etc.) 
(all hinges on his acceptance). 2 tr. attach with 
or as if with a hinge. [Middle English] 
o hinged adj. hingeless ad). 

hinny 7. (//. -ies) the offspring of a female 
donkey and a male horse. {from Greek 
hinnos}| 

hint e 7. 1 a slight or indirect indication or 
suggestion (look the hint and left). 2 a small 
piece of practical information. 3 a very 
small trace; a suggestion. @ vt (often foll. 
by that + clause) suggest slightly (hinted the 
contrary; hinted that they were wrong). 0 hint at 
give a hint of; refer indirectly to. 

hinterland ». 1 the areas beyond a coastal 
clistrict or a river's banks. 2 an area served by a port 
or other centre. [German, from /inier ‘behind’ + 
Land ‘land’ | 

hip! 7. a projection of the pelvis and 
upper thigh bone on each side of 
the body. & nyo. [Old English] 
D hipped adj. (also in comb.). 

hip? n. » the fruit of a rose, esp. 
a wild kind. |Old English] 

hip? adj. (also hep) \hipper, 
hippest or hepper, 
heppest) slang follow- 
ing the latest fashion im 
music, clothes, — ete. 
{20th-century comage} —s 
0 hipness pn. 


~ 


7 


HIP: 
ROSD HIPS 
(Rosa rugosa) 


hip? in/. introducing a united 
cheer (hip, hip, hooray). [1 9th- 
century coinage | 

hip bath 7. a portable bath in which a person sits. 

hip bone 7. a bone forming the hip, esp. the ilum. 

hip flask 7. a flask for spirits ete., carried in a hip 
pocket. ; 

hip hop i. 1a style ah poprilar msi of CS black 
and Tispamic orem, teatime rap wath an clec- 
trom backine. 2 the subculture associated with 
this, including graffiu art, break-dancing, etc. 
[20th-century coinage] 

hip joint 7. ¥ the articulation of the head of the 
thigh bone with the dium. > jor 


‘ium 
lium — _ acetabulum 


pie. __ hip joint 


ischium 


Jemoral 
head 
CONE 
(hip bone) 
greater 
— trochanter 
ip hele 
spophirsts 
HIP JOINT: ~ femur 
ANATOMY OF (thigh 
[HE MALE bone) 
HEU ALAN FIP 
[ON 


hippo 1. ( p/. -os) collog. a hippopotamus. 

hippocampus 2. .lna/. a curving strand of tissue 
lying deep within the cerebral cortex in each hemi- 
sphere of the brain, that functions in the feeling 
and expression of emotions and in memory. 
> aevn.[Greck hippohampas, from hippos “horse” + 
Aampos “sca monster’ | 

Hippocratic oath 7, (/i/. except in revised form in 
certain medical schools) an oath taken by doctors 
prior to beginning medical practice, affirming their 
obligations and proper conduct. [from Hippocrates, 
Greck physician, 5th century sc] 


hippodrome 


hippodrome 7. 1 a music hall, theatre, or dance 
hall. 2 Antig. a course for chariot races etc. [from 
Greek hippos ‘horse’ + dromos ‘race, course’| 

hippopotamus 7. (//. hippopotamuses or 
hippopotami /-my/) a large thick-skinned four- 
legged mammal, Hippopotamus amphibius, native 
to Africa, inhabiting rivers, lakes, etc. [from Greck 
hippos ‘horse’ + potamos ‘river’ | 

hippy’ ”. (also hippie) (/. -ies) (esp. in the 1960s) 
a person of unconventional appearance, typically 
with long hair, jeans, beads, etc., often associated 
with hallucmogenic drugs and a 
rejection of conventional values. 

hippy® adj. having large hips. 

hip roof 7. (also hipped roof) 
> a roof with the sides and the 
ends inclined. 

hipster’ Brit. e adj. (of a 
garment) hanging from the 
hips rather than the waist. 
@ n. (in pl.) such trousers. 

hipster? n. slang a person who is 
hip. 0 hipsterism 7. 

hire @ /7, 1 (often foll. by from) procure the 
temporary use of (a thing) for an agreed payment 
(hired a van from them). 2 esp. US employ (a person). 
en. 1 hiring or being hired. 2 payment for this. 
OD for hire ready to be hired. hire out grant the 
temporary use of (a thing) for an agreed payment. 
(Old English] o hireable ad). (US hirable). hirer 7. 

hire car 7. Bri. a car available for hire. 

hired girl 7. (also hired man) NV. Amer. a domestic 
servant, esp. on a farm. 

hireling 7. usu. derog. a person who works for hire. 

hire purchase 7. Bri/. a system by which a person 
may purchase a thing by regular payments while 
having the use of it. 


inclined 
ond 


hirsute /herss-yoot/ adj. hairy, shaggy. [from Latin 
jursutus| 0 hirsuteness 7. 

his e@ f0s».del. of or belonging to him (has house; has own 
business). @*poss.pron. the one or ones belonging to or 
associated with him (if 2 hus: hes are over there). 0 of 
his of or belonging to him (a friend of his). 

Hispanic e ad). 1 of or relating to Spain or to Spain 
and Portugal. 2 of Spain and other Spanish-speak- 
ing countries. @ 7. a: Spanish-speaking person, esp. 
one of Latin American descent, living in the US. 
{based on Latin Hispanica “Spain’] 0 Hispanicize 
vr, (also -ise). 


hiss e ». I intr. (of a person, snake, goose, etc.) make, 


a sharp sibilant sound, esp. as a sign of disapproval 
(the water hissed on the hotplaie, audvence booed and hissed). 
2 fr. express disapproval of (a person etc.) by hisses. 
3 tr. whisper (a threat etc.) urgently or angrily (‘Get 
back! he hissed). @ n. 1 a sharp sibilant sound as of 
the letter s, esp. as an expression of disapproval. 
2 Electronics unwanted interference at audio 
frequencies. {Middle English] 

histamine 7. Biochem. an amine causing contrac- 
tion of muscle in hollow organs and dilation of 
capillaries, released by cells in response to injury 
and in allergic and inflammatory reactions. 0 hist- 
amunic ad). 

histo- comb. form (also hist- before a vowel) Bivl. 
tissue. [from Greek fuslos ‘web, tissuc’] 

histogram x. S/alists ® a chart consisung of 
rectangles (usu. drawn vertically from a basclinc) 
whose areas aud positions are proportional to the 
value or range of a number of variables. 


histology n. the study of the microscopic structure 
of tissues. O histological ad. histologist n. 

historian 7. 1 a writer of history. 2 a person 
learned in or stuclying history. 

historic adj. 1 famous or important in history or 
potentially so (a historic moment). 2 Gram. (of a tensc) 
normally used to narrate past events. 


a Usage Note the relatively limited scope of usage 
of histone as compared with faslorical, Apart from 


HIP ROOF 


the specialist use in grammatical terminology, 
historic is confined to meaning ‘famous or important 
with regards to history’, as in @ historic event. 


historical ad. 1 of or concerning history (historical 
evidence). 2 belonging to history, not to prehistory or 
legend. 3 (of the study of a subject) based on an 
analysis of its development over a period. 4 belong- 
ing to the past, not the present. 5 (of a novel, a film, 
etc.) dealing or professing to deal with historical 
events. 6 in connection with history, from the histo- 
rian’s point of view (of purely hastorical interest). 
o historically adv. 


m Usage See Usage Note at Historic. 


historicism 7. 1 the theory that 
social and cultural phenomena are 

determined by history. 2 the belief 

that historical events are gov- 
erned by laws. o historicist n. 
historicity 7. the historical 

genuineness of an event etc. 

historic present 7. the 
present tense used instead of the 

past in vivid narration. 

historiography x. 1 the writing of history. 2 the 
study of history-writing. [from medieval Latin 
historiographia\ 0 histographer n. historiographic 
adj. historiographical ad). 

history 7. (/. -ies) 1 a continuous, usu. chronolog- 
ical, record of important or public events. 2 a the 
study of past events, esp. human affairs. b the total 
accumulation of past events, esp. relating to human 
affairs or to the accumulation of developments 
connected with a particular nation, person, thing, 
ete. (our island history; the history af astronomy, he has a 
history of illness). 3 an eventful past (this house has a 
history). 4 a a systematic or critical account of or 
research into a past event or events etc. b a similar 
record or account of natural phenomena. 5 a 
historical play. make history 1 influence the 
course of history. 2 do something memorable. 
[Middle English via Latin historia from Greek historia 
‘fincling out, narrative | 

histrionic e «dj. (of behaviour) theatrical, dramatic. 
e@ n. (in pl) insmcere and dramatic behaviour 
designed to impress. [based on Latin is(rio -onis 
‘actor | GO histrionically ad7. 

hit e « (hitting; pas! and past part. hit) t i a strike 
with a blow or a missile. b (of a moving body) strike 
(the plane hit the ground). e reach (a target, a person. 
ete.) with a directed missile (Azt the window with the 
hall), 2 t cause to suffer or affect adversely; wound. 
3 intr. (often foll. by at, agaznst, upon) direct a blow. 
4 fr. (often foll. by agaist, on) knock (a part of the 
body) (Ait his head on the door frame). 5 tr light upon: 
gct at (a thing aimed at) (he’s hit the truth al last; tried 
tu hit the right tone in his apology) (sce hit on). 6 tr. collog. 
a cncounter (Ail a snag). b arrive at (hit an all time love, 
hit the town). © indulge in, esp. liquor etc. (Ait the 
bottle), 7 tr. esp. US slang vob or kall. 8 i occur foree- 
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HNC 


fully to (the seriousness of the sttuation only hit him later). 
9 tr, Sport a propel (a ball etc.) with a bat etc. to score 
runs or points. b score (runs etc.) in this way. 
10 & represent exactly, @ x. 1 a a blow; a stroke. 
bacollision. 2 a shot etc. that hits its target. 3 collog. 
a popular success, esp. in entertainment. 4 esp. L'S 
slang a a murder or other violent crime. b a drug 
injection etc. O hit-and-miss aimed or donc 
carelessly or at random. hit-and-run aftr7b.ad). 
1 relating to an act of accidental or wilful damage 
comunitted by a person who leaves the scene before 
being discovered. 2 (of a person) committing an act 
of this kind. hit back retaliate. hit below the 
belt 1 esp. Boxing give a foul blow. 2 treat or behave 
unfairly. hit it off (often foll. by 7th, logether) agree 
or be congenial. hit the nail on the head state 
the truth exactly. hit on (or upon) find (what is 
sought), esp. by chance. hit out deal vigorous phys- 
ical or verbal blows (Ait out at her enemies). hit the 
road (U/S trail) slang depart. hit the roof see roor. 
hit the sack see s.ck'!. make a hit (usu. foll. by 
with) be successful or popular. [from Old Norse hitla 
‘to meet with’| o hitter ». 

hitch ev. 1 a /y: fasten with a loop, hook, etc.; tether 
(hitched the horse to the cart). b intr. (often foll. by m, on 
to, etc.) become fastened in this way (the rod hitched in 
lo the bracket). 2 tv: move (a thing) with a jerk; shift 
slightly (Aitched the pillow to a comfortable position). 
3 collog. a intr. = Hrrcu-nike. b t& obtain (a lift) by hitch- 
hiking. e 7. 1. an impediment; a temporary obstacte. 
2 an abrupt pull or push; a jerk. 3 a noose or knot 
of various kinds. & kno. 4 collog. a free nde in a ve- 
hicle. o get hitched collug. marry. hitch up Lift (esp. 
clothing) with a jerk. [Middle English] o hitcher ». 

hitch-hike e @/i7, travel by seeking free lifts in pass- 
ing vehicles. @ 7. a journey made by hitch-hiking. 
0 hitch-hiker 7. 

hi-tech adj. = HWih-1Kcn. 

hither usu. formal or /ilerary @ adv. to or towards this 
place. @ adj. situated on this side; the nearer (of 
two). [Old English] 

hither and thither dv, (also hither and yon) in 
various directions; to and fro. 

hitherto adv. until this time, up to now. 

hit list 7. s/ang a list of prospective victims. 

hit man 7. ( //, hit men) s/anga male hired assassin. 

hit-out 7. Ausival. slang a brisk gallop. 

hit parade ». collog. a list of the current best-selling 
records of popular music. 

Hittite e 2. a member or the language of an ancient 
people of Asta Minor and Syria. @ ad. of or relating 
to the Hittites or their language. [from Hebrew 
Fittim| 

HIV abi, human immunodeficiency virus, a retro- 
virus which causes .\ids. 

HIV-positive adj. diagnosed as testing positive 
for HIN! 

hive ». 1 a bechive. 2 a busy swarming place. 3 a 
swarming multitude. Oo hive off esp. Bri/. 1 sepa- 
rate from a larger group. 2 form into or assign 
(work) to a subsidiary department or company, [Old 
Laghsh 

hives n.//. 1 a skin cruption, esp. nettle-rash. 2 Bri. 
inflammation of the larynx etc. [16th-century 
coinage, originally Scots] 

hiya in/, collog. a word used in greeting. [corruption 
ot hore: are you?| 

hl ah). hectolitrets). 

HM ably, Brit. 1 Her (or His) Majestyt’s). 2 Aus. 
heavy metal. 

hm abbr hectometretsi. 

h’m nf. & n, (also hmm) = Hr2, Hen? 

HMG abby vin the UK) Her or His Majesty's 
Government, 

HMI ahh. (in the UK) Her or His Majesty’s Inspec- 
tor cof Schools: 

HMS abby (in the UK) Her or His Majesty's Ship. 

HMSO ahi. vin the UB; Her or His Majesty's 
Stationers Oflice, 

HNC ah: (in the UR) Higher National Certificate 


HND hodgepodge 
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HND abi; (in the UK) Higher National Diploma. 

Ho symé. Chem. the element holmium. 

ho int. 1 a an expression of admiration or (often 
repeated as ho! ho! etc.) derision, surprise, or 
triumph. b (in com.) the second element of various 
exclamations (heigh-ho; what ho). 2 a call for atten- 
tion. {Middle English] 

hoard e 7. 1 a stock or store (esp. of money) laid by. 
2 an amassed store of facts etc. 3 Archaeol. an 
ancient store of treasure etc. @ 7. 1 ¢ (often absol.: 
often foll. by up) amass (money etc.) and put away; 
store 
requirements of food etc. in a me of scarcity. [Old 
English] 0 hoarder n 


2 intr. accumulate more than one’s current 


hoarding 7. 1 Bri. a large, usu. wooden, structure 
used to carry advertisements etc. 2 a board fence 
erected round a building site etc. [from Old French 
hourd, related to HuRDLE] 

hoar frost n. frozen water vapour deposited in 
clear still weather on vegetation etc 

hoarse adj. 1 (of the voice) rough and deep; husky; 
croaking. 2 having such a voice. [Old English] 
Ohoarsely ad. hoarsen v./r, S init hoarseness n 

hoary ad. hoarier, hoariest) 1 a (of hair) grey or 
white with age. b having such hair; aged. 2 old and 
trite (a hoary joke). 0 hoarily ad:. hoariness n 

hoax @ 7. a humorous or malicious deception: a 
practical joke. @ wt, deceive 1a person. with a hoax 
[18th-century coinage] Oo hoaxer ;, 


hob 7. 1 a Brit. a cooking appliance or the flat top 
part of a cooker, with hotplates or burners. b a flat 
metal shelf at the side of a fireplace, used esp. for 
heating a pan etc. 2 = HopNalL. 

hobbit n. a member of an imaginary race similar to 
humans, of small size and with hairy feet, in stories 
by J.R.R. Tolkien. [described as ‘a hole-dweller’ by 
its inventor Tolkien, English writer, 1892 1973] 

hobble e «1 iniz. walk lamely; limp. 2 #7 tie together 
the legs of (a horse etc.) to prevent it from straying. 
en. 1 an uneven or infirm gait. 2 a rope, clog, etc. 
used for hobbling a horse etc. & Trormnc. [Middle 
English] c hobbler 7. 

hobbledehoy 2. collog. 1 a clumsy or awkward 
youth. 2 a hooligan. [| 6th-century coinage] 

hobby! 7. (pl. -ies) a favourite leisure-time activity 
or occupation. [Middle English hobyn, hoby, pet 
forms of Robin] 0 hobbyist 7. 

hobby? 2. (fi. -ies) any of several small Jong- 
winged falcons, esp. Falco subbuteo. {from Old 
French hobe ‘litde falcon’] 

hobby horse 7. 1 a child's toy consisting of a stick 
with a horse’s head. 2 a preoccupation; a favourite 
topic of conversation. 

hobgoblin 7. a mischievous imp. 

hobnail 7. a heavy-headed nail used for boot-soles. 
0 hobnailed aa). 

hobnob win, (hobnobbed, hobnobbing) (usu. 
foll. by with) mix socially or informally. [from 


phrase hob or nob ‘give or take’, referring to alternate 
drinking| 

hobo 2. (pil. -oes or -os) .V. Amer. a wandering 
worker; a tramp. [19th-century coinage] 

Hobson’s choice n. a choice of taking the thing 
offered or nothing. [from T. Hobson, Cambridge 
carrier, 1554-1631, who offered such a choice of 
horses] 

hock! pn. 1 the joint of a quadruped’s hind leg 
between the knee and the fetlock. > Horse. 2 a 
knuckle of pork; the lower joint of a ham. [Old 
English| 

hock? n. Bri. a German white wine from the 
Rhineland. [based on German Hochheimer| 

hock? esp. .V. Amer slang e@ vtr pawn; pledge. 
@ n. a pawnbroker’s pledge. 0 in hock 1 in pawn. 
2 in debt. 3 in prison. [from Dutch hok ‘hutch, debt} 

hockey! x. 1 Brit. A a game played between two 
teams on a field with curved sticks and a small hard 
ball. 2M Amer = & ict Hockey. [16th-century 
coinage] O hockeyist n. NV. Amer. (in sense 2). 

hockey? var. of ocHe 

hocus-pocus n. deception; trickery. []7th-century 
sham Latin] 

hod 7. ta V-shaped open trough on a pole used for 
carrying bricks, mortar, etc. 2 a portable receptacle 
for coal. 

hodgepodge 7. 
English] 


HOTCHPOTCH 1, 2. 


[Middle 


Hodgkin’s disease 


Hodgkin’s disease n. a malignant disease of 
lymphatic tissues usu. characterized by enlarge- 
ment of the lymph nodes. [named after T. Hodgkin, 
English physician, 1798-1866} 

hodman 7. (//. -men) Brit. 1 a labourer who carries 
a hod. 2 a literary hack. 

hoe e 2. ¥ a long-handled tool with a thin metal 
blade, used for weeding etc. @ v (hoes, hoed, 
hoeing) 1 # weed (crops); loosen (earth); dig up or 
cut down with a hoe. 2 iniz use a hoe. o hoe in 
Austral. & NZ slang eat eagerly. hoe into Austral, & 
NX slang attack (food, a person, a task). [from Old 
French hove} 0 hoer n. 

hoecake zn. US a coarse cake of maize flour origi- 
nally baked on the blade of a hoe. 

hoedown 2. N. Amer. 1 a a lively folk dance. b the 
music for this. 2 a party at which such dancing 
takes place. 

hog e 7. 1 a a domesticated pig, esp. a castrated 
male reared for slaughter. b any of several other 
pigs of the family Suidae, e.g. a warthog, 2 collog. a 
greedy person. @ wv. (hogged, hogging) collog. 
take greedily; hoard selfishly; monopolize. 5 go the 
whole hog collog. do something completely or 
thoroughly, hog-tie V. Amer. 1 secure by fastening 
the hands and feet or all four feet together. 
2 restrain, impede. [Old English] o hogger zx. 
hoggish ad. hoggishly adv. hoggishness 7. 
hoglike ad). 

hogback 7. (also hog’s back) a steep-sided ridge of 
a hill. & erove 

hogmanay 2. Sc. 1 New Year’s Eve. 2 a celebration 
on this day. [1 7th-century coinage] 
hog’s back var, of Hocrack. 
hogshead 7. 1 a large cask. 
2 a liquid or dry measure, usu. 


about 50 imperial gallons. 
[Middle English] 
hogwash 2x. collog. nonsense, 


rubbish. 

hogweed 7. ® any of various 
coarse weeds of the genus Hera- 
cleum, esp. H. sphondylium. 

ho ho zt. 1 representing deep 
jolly laughter. 2 expressing 
surprise, triumph, or derision. 

ho-hum im. expressing bore- 
dom. [imitative of a yawn] 

hoick Brit. collog. @ v.t (often foll. 
by out) lift or pull, esp. with a 
jerk. e@ 7. a jerky pull; a jerk. 


hoi polloi x. (often prec. by the: | HOGWEED — 
see note below) the masses; the (Heracleum 
common people. [Greek, liter- —_ s#hondylium) 


ally ‘the many (people)’| 


m Usage The use of hoi polloi with the is strictly 
unnecessary, since foi = ‘the’, but this construction 
is very common. 


HOE 


hard soil, and making seed drills. 
sharp blade, fashioned to suit its purpose. 


COMBINATION 
HOE 


Dea 
HOL 


DIGGING 
HOE 


Hoes have a variety of uses, including weeding, 
drawing up earth around plants, breaking up 
Each has a 


hoist e viz 1 raise or haul up. 
2 raise by means of ropes and 
pulleys etc. @ 7. 1 an act of hoist- 
ing, a lift. 2 » an apparatus for 
hoisting. 3 the part of a flag near- 
est the staff. 0 hoist with one’s 
own petard see perarp. [Middle 
English] o hoister n. 
hoity-toity ad). haughty; petulant; 
snobbish. [based on obsolete hoi 
‘to indulge in riotous mirth’] 
hokey adj. (also hoky) (hokier, 
hokiest) \. Amer. slang sentimen- 
tal, melodramatic, artificial. [based 
on Hokum] Oo hokeyness 2. 
hokey-cokey 7. Bri. a communal 
dance performed in a circle with 
synchronized shaking of the limbs 
in turn, 
hoki 7. an edible marine fish, 
Macruronus novaezelandiae, related 
to the hake and native to the 
southern coasts of New Zealand. 
[Maori] 
hokum 2. esp. US slang 1 senti- 
mental, popular, sensational, or 
unreal situations, dialogue, etc., in a 
film or play etc. 2 bunkum; rubbish. [20th-century 
coinage | 
hoky var. of Hokey. 
hold’ e ». (past and past part. held) 1 tr a keep fast; 
grasp (esp. in the hands or arms). b (also refi.) keep 
or sustain (a thing, oneself, one’s head, etc.) in 
a particular position (hold i to the light; held 
himself erect). © grasp so as to control (hold 
the reins). 2 tr (of a vessel etc.) contain or 
be capable of containing (the jug holds two 
pints; the hall holds 900). 3 ir. possess, gain, or have, 
esp.: a be the owner or tenant of (land, property, 
stocksy etc.) (holds the farm from the trust). b gain or 
have gained (a degree, record, etc.) (holds the long 
jump record). ¢ have the position of (a job or office). 
d have (a specified playing card) in one’s hand. 
e keep possession of (a place, a person’s thoughts, 
etc.), esp. against attack (held the fort against the enemy, 
held his place in her estimation). 4 inir. remain unbroken; 
not give way (the roof held under the storm). 
5 tr observe; celebrate; conduct (a meeting, festival, 
conversation, etc.). 6 i a keep (a person etc.) ina 
specified condition, place, etc. (held hum prisoner; held 
him at arm’s length). b detain, esp. in custody (hold him 
until I arrive). 7 tr. a engross (a person or a person’s 
attention) (the book held him for hours). b dominate (held 
the stage). 8 tr. (foll. by to) make (a person etc.) adhere 
to (terms, a promise, etc.). 9 méx (of weather) 
continue fine. 10 ¢ (often foll. by fo + infin., or that 
+ clause) think; believe (held it to be self evident; held 
that the Earth was flat). 11 ¢ regard with a specified 
feeling (held him in contempt). 12 tr. a cease; restrain 
(hold your fire). b US collog. withhold; not use (a burger 


ONION 
HOF 


if 
5 


TRIANGULAR 
HOE 


HOIST 


holding company 


please, and hold the onions!).13 tr. keep or 
reserve (will you hold our seats please?). 
14 & be able to drink (liquor) without 
effect (can’t hold his drink). 15 tr. (usu. foll. 
by thai + clause) (of a judge, a court, etc.) 
lay down; decide. 16 ¢ Mus. sustain (a 
note). 17 intr. = hold the line 2. @ n. 1a grasp 
(catch hold of him; keep a hold on him). 2 (often 
in comb.) a thing to hold by (seized the hand- 
hold). 3 (foll. by on, over) influence over (has 
a strange hold over them). 4 a manner of 
holding in wrestling etc. o hold (a thing) 
against (a person) resent or 
regard it as discreditable to (a 
person). hold aloof avoid commu- 
nication with people etc. hold 
back 1 impede the progress of; 


quadruple 
pulley 


increases 


the lift restrain. 2 keep (a thing) to or for 
Jour times oneself. 3 (often foll. by from) hesi- 


tate; refrain. hold one’s breath 
see sreatH. hold by (or to) adhere to (a 
choice, purpose, etc.). hold court preside 
over one’s admirers etc., like a sovereign. 
hold dear regard with affection. hold 
down. I repress. 2 collog. be competent 
enough to keep (one’s job etc.). hold 
everything! (or it!) cease action or move- 
ment. hold the fort I act as a temporary 
substitute. 2 cope in an emergency. hold forth 
1 offer (an inducement etc.). 2 usu. derog speak at 
length or tediously. hold good (or true) be valid; 
apply. hold one’s ground see crounn'. hold a 
person’s hand give a person guidance or moral 
support. hold hands grasp one another by the 
hand as a sign of affection or for support or guid- 
ance. hold hard! Bri. stop!; wait! hold one’s 
head high behave proudly and confidendy. hold 
one’s horses collog. stop; slow down. hold in keep 
in check, confine. hold the line 1 not yield. 
2 maintain a telephone connection. hold off 
1 delay; not begin. 2 keep one’s distance, hold on 
1 keep one’s grasp on something, 2 wait a moment. 
3 (when telephoning) not ring off. hold out 
1 stretch forth (a hand etc.). 2 offer (an inducement 
etc.). 3 maintain resistance. 4 persist or last. hold 
out for continue to demand. hold out on collog. 
refuse something to (a person). hold over post- 
pone. hold something over threaten (a person) 
constantly with something. hold one’s own see 
own. hold together 1 cohere. 2 cause to cohere. 
hold one’s tongue collog. be silent. hold to 
ransom Bri. 1 keep (a person) prisoner until a 
ransom is paid. 2 demand concessions from by 
threats of damaging action. hold up 1 a support; 
sustain. b maintain (the head etc.) erect. 2 exhibit; 
display. 3 arrest the progress of; obstruct. 4 stop 
and rob by violence or threats. hold water (of 
reasoning) be sound; bear examination. hold with 
(usu. with neg.) collog. approve of (don’t hold with 
motorbikes). on hold 1 (when telephoning) holding 
the line. 2 (esp. in phr. put on hold) temporarily 
mactive or receiving little attention. take hold (of 
a custom or habit) become established. there is no 
holding him (or her etc.) he (or she etc.) is restive, 
high-spirited, determined, etc. with no holds 
barred with no restrictions, all methods being 
permitted. [Old English] o holdable ad). 
hold? n. a cavity in the lower part of a ship or 
aircraft in which the cargo is stowed. > FAcvory SHIP. 
{alteration of Old English fo/ *hollow’] 
holdall n. Brit. a portable case or bag for miscella- 
neous articles. 
holdback 7. 1 something serving to hold a thing in 
place. 2 a hindrance. 
holder n. 1 (often in comb.) a device or implement 
for holding something (cgaretle-holder). 2 a the pos- 
sessor of a title etc. b the occupant of an office ete. 
holding 7. 1 a land held by lease (cf. smattHountne). 
b the tenure of land. 2 stocks, property, etc. held. 
holding company 7. a company created to 
hold the shares of other companies, which it 
then controls. 


holding operation 


holding operation 7. a manoeuvre designed to 
maintain the status quo. 

hold-up ». 1 a stoppage or delay by traflic. fog. etc. 
2 a robbery, esp. by the use of threats or violence. 
3 cach of a pair of stockings held up by elasticated 
tops rather than by suspenders. 

hole e 7. 1 a an empty space in a solid body. b an 
aperture in or through something. 2 an animal's 
burrow. 3 a cavity or receptacle into which the ball 
must be propelled in various sports or games, ¢.g. 
golf. > cor. 4 collog. a small, mean, or dingy abode. 
3 ¢ollog. an awkward situation. 6 Golf a a point 
scored by a player who gets the ball from tee to hole 
with the fewest strokes. b the terrain or distance 
from tee to hole. @ v. 1 &@ make a hole or holes in. 
2 fr. pierce the side of (a ship). 3 a / Golf send (the 
ball) into a hole. b intr. tusu. foll. by out) Golf send the 
ball into a hole. o hole up .V. Amer. collog. hide 
oneself. make a hole in use a large amount of. 
{Old English] 0 holey ad). 

hole-and-corner «dj. secret; underhand. 

hole-in-one 7. (//. holes-in-one) Go//a shot that 
enters the hole from the tee. 

hole in the heart 7. a congenital defect in the 
heart septum. 

hole in the wall 7, Brit. collog. an automatic cash 
dispenser installed in the outside wall of a bank ete. 
holiday e 7. 1 (often in fl.) esp. Bri/. an extended 
period of recreation, esp. away from home or in 
travelling: a break from work (cf \vwanos n. 1. 2). 
2 a day of festivity or recreation when no work 
is done, esp. a religious festival etc. 3 attribs vof 
clothes etc.) festive. @ rund: esp. Brit. spend a holi- 
day. c on holiday (or one’s holidays, Ari. in the 
course of one’s holiday; having a break from work. 
take a holiday have a break from 
work. [Old English hahedcg ‘holy day | 

holiday camp n. Bri. a camp lor 
holidaymakers with accommodation, 
entertaiment, and lacilities on site. 

holidaymaker ». esp. Bril. a person on 
holiday. 

holier-than-thou «ad. colloy. sel{-right- 
Cous. 

holiness 7. 1 sanctity; the state of being 
holy. 2 (Holiness) a title used when 
referring to or addressing the pope. 

holism ». (also wholism 1 Philos. the 
theory that certain wholes are greater 
than the sum of their parts (cf. Rtptc- 
rontsm 2). 2 Afed. the treating of the 
whole person including mental and 
social factors rather than just the symp- 
toms of a disease. 0 holist adj). & un. 
holistic ad). holistically adi. 

holland ». a smooth hard-wearing linen 
fabric. [from Dutch /oltlant, literally 
‘woodland’, the 
manufacture | 

hollandaise sauce /ho|-an-dayz/ 1. a 
creamy sauce of melted butter, egg 
volks. vinegar, etc.. served esp. with fish. [from 
French fem. of Aollandais *Dutch’| 

holler dial. or \. Ame. collog. @ v. 1 inir. make a loud 
cry or noise. 
e@ 7. a loud cry, noise, or shout 
Midclle-Enelish hallo] 

hollow e aij. 1 a having a hole or cavity inside: not 
solid throughout, b having a depression; sunken 
hollor cheeks). 2 Wolf a sound) echoing, as though 
made in or on a hollow container. 3 empty; hungry. 
4 without hallare: 
frumph;. 3 sincere; cynical; false va hollow laugh; 
hollow promises. @ n, La hollow place; a hole. 2 a 
valley; a basin, @ 3.4. toften loll, by ow: make hollow: 

excavate, @ ade. collog. completely (beaten hollow) 
{Old English ho/k ‘cave’| a hollowly ad:. hollow- 
ness /!. 

hollow-cheeked adj. with sunken checks 

hollow-eyed aq. with eves 


describing area of 


tr, express with a loud cry or shout. 
[variant of late 
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The reference beam 
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photographic plate or 
film, while the object 
beam is aimed at the 
object itself. The plate 
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by the light of the object 
beam reflected from the 
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as a three-dimensional 
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REELECTION HOLOGR ANI 


hollow-hearted ad). insincere 

holly 1. ( p/. -ies) an evergreen shrub, /ex aquifolium, 
with prickly usu. dark green leaves and red berries, 
{Old English] 

hollyhock 7. < a tall plant, Alea 
rosea (Mallow family), with large showy 
flowers of various colours. [Middle 
Enelish, from oy + hoch 
‘mallow | 

holm /holhini/ pr. \in full holm-oak) an 
evergreen oak, Quercus tex, with holly- 
like young leaves. [Middle English] 

holmium /hohl-mi-tim/ 7. Chem. a 
soft silvery metallic element of the 
lanthanide series. [modern Latin, based 
on Holmia Stockholm’, in Sweden] 

holo- comb. form whole. [from Greek halos 
‘whole’ 

holocaust 7. 1 a casc of large-scale 
destruction, esp. by fire or nuclear war. 
2 ‘the Holocaust) the mass murder of 
the Jews by the Nazis 1941-5. [based 
on Greek haustos “burnt’| 

Holocene (Geol. @ adj. of or relating 
to the most recent epoch of the Quater- 
nary period, marked by the de- 
velopment of human culture. @ 7, this 
period or system. [based on Greek 
Aainos new’ | 


obsolete 


hologram 7. Phyvicys 1 A a_three- 
climensional image formed by the interference 
of hght beams from a coherent hght source. 2 a 
photograph of the interference pattern, which 
when suitably illuminated produces a_ three- 
dimensional image. 
holograph e ad. wholly written by hand by 
the person named as the author. @ 7. a holograph 
document. 
holography 7. Piyyicy the study or production of 
holograms. 0 holographic ad). holographically 
adv, 
hols 1.p/. Brit. collog. holidays 
holster 7. a leather case for a pistol or revolver 
[}7th-century comage| 
holt », Bri/. an anunal’s ,esp. an otter’s, lair, [vari- 
ant of uory'} 
holy ad). (holier, holiest; 1 morally and spiri- 
tually excellent or pertect, and to be revered. 
2 belonging to, devoted to, or empowered by 
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lase) 


God. 3 consecrated, sacred. 
4 used in trivial exclama- 
tions (Holy mackerel! ). (Old 
English] 0 helalyad:. 

Holy Communion see comunion 3. 

holy day 7. a religious festival. 

Holy Family 7. the young Jesus with his mother 
and St Joseph. R 

Holy Father ». the Pope. 

Holy Ghost 7. = Hory srinit. 

Holy Grail see Grain. : 

Holy Land 7. 1 W. Palestine, esp. Judaea. 2 a region 
similarly revered in rioh-Christian religions. 

holy of holies 1. 1 the inner chamber of the sanc- 
tuary in the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem, separated 
by a veil from the outer chamber. 2 an innermost 
shrine. 3 a thing regarded as most sacred. 

holy orders 1.)/. the status of a member of 
the clergy, esp. the grades of bishop, priest, and 
deacon. 

Holy Sacrament see sy RAMEN 3. 

Holy Saturday ». Saturday in Holy Weck. 

Holy Scripture n. the Bible. 

Holy See 1. the papacy or the papal court. 

Holy Spirit 7. the third person of the Trinity, God 
as spiritually acting. 

holy terror sec ii RkkoR 2b. 

Holy Trinity see tiniiy 3. 

holy war 7. a war waged in support of a religious 
cause. 

holy water ». water dedicated to holy uses, or 
blessed by a priest. 

Holy Week ». the week before Easter. 

Holy Writ ». holy writings collectively, esp. the Bible. 

homage n. acknowledgement of superiority, dutiful 
reverence (pay homage to). |based on Latin homo 
-ma “man’ | 

hombre /om-bray/ 2. US slang a man. [Spanish] 

Homburg /, ¥ a mars [clt hat with a narrow curled 

brim and a lengthwise 

dent in the crown. 

\from Homburg in 

Germany] 


HOMBURG 


home 


home e 7. 1 a the place where one lives; a fixed resi- 
dence. b a dwelling house. 2 family circumstances 
(comes from a good home). 3 the native land of a person 
or of a person’s ancestors. 4 an institution for 
persons needing care, rest, or refuge (nursing home). 
5 the place where a thing originates, is kept, or is 
native or most common. 6 a the finishing point in 
a race. b (in games) the place where one is free from 
attack; the goal. @ attrib.ad. 1 a of or connected 
with one’s home. b carried on, done, or made at 
home. 2 a in one’s own country (home industries; the 
home market). b dealing with the domestic affairs of 
a country. 3 Sport played on one’s own ground etc. 
(heme match). @ adv. 1 a to one’s home or country 
(go home). b arrived at home (is he home yet). 
c N. Amer. at home (stay home). 2 to the point aimed 
at; completely (drove the nail home). @ v. 1 intr (esp. of 
a trained pigeon) return home (cf. Hominc 1). 
2 intr. (often foll. by on, in on) (of a vessel, missile, 
etc.) be guided by a landmark, radio beam, ete. 
3 t provide with a home. 0 at home 1 in one’s 
own house or native land. 2 at ease (make yourself at 
home). 3 (usu. foll. by in, on, wrth) famihar or well 
informed. 4 available to callers. close to home 
affecting one closely. come home to become fully 
realized by, come home to roost see koos1. home 
and dry Sri. having achieved one’s purpose. 
home, James! joc. drive home quickly! home 
from home a place other than one’s home where 
one feels at home. [Old English| o homelike ad). 

home banking 2. the use of any of various tele- 
communications systems in which a customer may 
carry out banking transactions via a home com- 
puter, a cable television network, or by telephone. 

home-brew 7. beer or other alcoholic drink 
brewed at home. 0 home-brewed adj. 

homecoming #. arrival at home. 

Home Counties ./. (in the UK) the counties 
closest to London. 

home farm 7. Bri. a farm (one of several on an 
estate) set aside to provide produce for the owner. 

home-grown ad). grown or produced at home. 

Home Guard ». /3/. the British citizen army orga- 
nized in 1940 to defend the UK agamist invasion. 

home help ». Bvil. a person employed to help with 
domestic work, 

homeland ». 1 one’s native land. 2 Ausf. a partially 
selfgoverning area in S. Africa set aside for a 
particular indigenous African people or peoples 
(the official name for a Bantustan). 


homeless «adj. lacking a home. O homelessness »2 


home loan 7. a loan advanced to a person to assist 
in buying a house, flat, ete. 

homely «dj. (homelier. homeliest) 1 4y/. a simple. 
plain. b unpretentious. ¢ primitive. 2.V. dimer (of 
a person) unattractive, ugly. 3 comfortable in the 
manner of a home, cosy. 0 homeliness ». 

home-made «dj. made at home. 

home movie #. 4 film made at home or of one’s 
OW] activities. 

Home Office 7. the British government depart- 
ment dealing with law and order, immigration, 
etc., in England and Wales. 

homeopath esp. US var. of Homotopy. 

homeopathy cic. esp. CS var. of HomMOLori HY cle. 

homeostasis #, (also homoeostasis, the mainte- 
nance of a stable equilibrium, esp. through 
physiological processes. [from Greek homoios ‘like’ + 
lasts “stoppage, standing | 

homeotherm 7. an organism that maintains its 
body temperature at a constant level, usu. above 
that of the environment, by its metabolic activity; 
a warm-blooded organism. {from Greek hemotos 
‘like’ + thermé ‘hea'| co homeothermie ad). 

home page ”. @ hypertext document on the World 
Wide Web, serving as an introductory focus of infor- 
mation relating to an organization or incivicual, 

home plate 1, Baseball » a plate beside which the 
batter stands. 


home port 7. the port from which a ship originates. 

homer zn. 1 a homing pigeon. 2 Baseball a home 
run. 

home rule x. the government of a country or 
region by its own citizens. 

home run 7. Baseball a hit that allows the batter to 
make a complete circuit of the bases. 

Home Secretary 2. (in the Uk) the Secre- 
tary of State in charge of the Home Office. 

home shopping 2. shopping carried out 
from home using catalogues, satellite TV 
channels, etc. 

homesick adj. depressed by longing 
for one’s home during absence from it. 
Oo homesickness 7. 

homespun e ad. 1 a (of cloth) made of 
yarn spun at home. b (of yarn) spun at 
home. 2 plain, simple, unsophisticated, 
homely. @ 7. 1 homespun cloth. 2 anything 
plain or homely. 

homestead 7. 1 a house, esp. a farmhouse, and 
outbuildings. 2 Austral. & NZ the owner's resi- 
dence on a sheep or cattle station. 3.\. Amer an 
area of land (usu. 160 acres) granted to a settler 
as a home. O homesteader rn. home- 
steading 7. 

home straight 7). (also home stretch, the 
concluding stretch of a racecourse. > RACECOURS! 

homestyle adj. .\. Amer. esp. of food) of a kind 
made or done at home. homely. 

home town 7. the town of one’s birth or early 
life or present fixed residence. 

home truth 7. basic but unwelcome informa- 
tion concerning oneself. 

homeward e adi: homewards 
towards home. e adj. going or leading 
towards home. 


{also 


homeward-bound adi. & adj. \esp. of a 
ship) preparing to go, or on the way, home. 

homework ». 1 work to be done at home, esp. by a 
school pupil. 2 preparatory work or study. 

homeworker 1. a person who works from home. 
esp. doing low-paid piecework. 

homey adj. (also homy) (homier, homiest) 
suggesting home: cosy. O homeyness . 

homicide ». 1 the killing of a human being by 
another. 2 a person who kills a human being. [from 
Latin] G homicidal ad). 

homily ». (//. -ies) 1 a sermon. 2 a tedious moral- 
izing discourse. [based on Greek homilos ‘crowd’| 

oO homiletic adj. homilist n. 
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infield mound 
batter 
home 
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home- 
plate catcher 
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HOME PLATE 


homophone 


homing attrif.ad. 1 (of a pigeon) trained to fly 
home, bred for long-distance racing. 2 (of a device; 
for guiding to a target etc. 
hominid e 7. 4 any member of the 
primate family Hominidae, including 
humans and their fossil ancestors. @ adj. of 
or relating to this family. [based on Latin 
homo hominis ‘man’] 
hominoid e ad. like a human. 
@ 7. an animal resembling a human. 
hominy 7. (esp. in the US) coarsely 
ground maize kernels boiled with 
water or milk. [Algonquian] 
homo 2. (//. -os) collog. a homo- 
sexual. 
homo- com). form same (often opp. 
Herero-). [from Greek homos ‘same’| 
Homo n. any primate of the genus 
Homo, including modern humans and 
various extinct species. 
homoeopath 7, (also esp, US 
homeopath) a person who practises 
homoeopathy. 
homoeopathy /hohm-i-op-athi/ 2. 
(also esp. US homeopathy) the 
treatment of disease by minute doses of 
drugs that in a healthy person would 
produce symptoms of the disease 
(cf. actoraruy). [from Greek homoios ‘like’ 
+ patheia ‘fecling’| 0 homoeopathic ad. 
homoeopathically ad:. 
homoerotic adj. homosexual. 
homogeneous ad. (also disp. 
homogenous) | of the same kind. 
2 consisting of parts all of the 
same kind: uniform. 3 Math. 
containing terms all of the 
same degree. [based on Greek 
genos *kind’|] 6 homogeneity 7. 


HOMINID: MODEL ©] 
AN AUSTRALOPITHUECINE 
HOMINID 


a Usage The variant homogenous is considered 
incorrect by many people and is best avoided. It is 
found especially m spoken English and arose 
perhaps under the influence of the verb homogenize. 


homogenize 7. (also -ise) 1 ( ©& inf, make or 
become homogeneous. 2 # treat (milk) so that the 
fat droplets are emulsified and the cream does not 
separate. O homogenization n. 

homogenous adj. see HOMOGENEOUS. 

homogeny 7. Biol. similarity due to common 
descent. 

homograft 7. a tissue grafi from a donor of the 
same species as the recipient. 

homograph i. a word spelt ke another but of 
different meaning or origin (c.g. rout’, poue?). 

homolog C'S var. of HomoLocuL. 

homologous ad. 1 a having the same relation, 
relative posidon, etc. b corresponding. 2 Biol. (of 
organs etc.) similar im position, structure, and 
evolutionary origin but not necessarily in function 
(opp. anaLocous 2). 3 Biol. (of chromosomes) pairing 
at meiosis and having the same structural {catures 
and pattern of genes. [based on Greek /ogos “ratio, 
proportion | 

homologue ». ({’S homolog) a homologous thing. 
homology 7. a homologous state or relation: cor- 
respondence. 

homomorphic ad). of the same or similar form. 
0 homomorphism /». 

homonym 7. I a word of the same spelling 
or sound as another but of different meaning; a 
homograph or homophone. 2 a namesake. [based 
ou Greek onoma ‘name’| GO homonymous ad). 
homophobia ». a hatred or [car of homosexuals. 

homophobe 7. homophobic ad. 

homophone ». ta word having the same sound as 
another but of different meaning, origin, or 
spelling (c.g. pair. pean. 2 a symbol denoting the 
same sound as another 


homophonic 


homophonic adj. Mus. in unison; characterized 
by movement of all parts to the same melody. 
0 homophonically adv. 

homophonous ad. 1 (of music) homophonic. 
2 (of a word or symbol) that is a homophone. 
Oo homophony 7. 

homopteran 7. any insect of the suborder 
Homoptera, including true bugs with wings of a 
uniform texture, e.g. aphids and cicadas. [based on 
Greek pteron ‘wing’| 0 homopterous ad}. 

Homo sapiens /sap-i-enz/ n. modern humans 
regarded as a species. [Latin, literally ‘wise man’] 
homosexual e ad. 1 feeling or involving sexual 
attracuion to persons of the same sex. 2 concerning 
homosexual relations or people. @ 7. a homosexual 
person. 0 homosexuality x. homosexually adv. 


homosocial adj. restricting social intercourse to ° 


members of one’s own sex. O homosociality 2. 

homunculus ”. (//. homunculi /-ly/) a little man, 
a manikin. [Latin] 

homy var. of Homey. 

Hon, aby, 1 Honorary. 2 Honourable. 

hon 1. collog. = Honey 3. 

honcho ». (//. -os) .\. Amer. slang 1 a leader or 
manager, the person in charge. 2 an admirable 
man. {from Japanese han'cho ‘group leader’ 

hone e 7. a whetstone, esp. for razors. @ z./r sharpen 
on or as on a hone. (Old English han ‘stone’] 

honest e aj. I fair and just, not cheating or steal- 
ing, 2 free of deceit and untruthfulness, sincere. 
3 fairly earned (an honest hving). 4 (of an act or 
feeling) showing fairness. 5 (of a thing) unadul- 
terated, unsophisticated. @ adv. collog. genuinely, 
really. 0 make an honest woman of co//og. or 
Joc. marry (esp. a pregnant wonian). [from Latin 
honestus| 

honest broker 7. a mediator in international, 
industrial, etc.. disputes. 

honestly adv. 1 in an honest way. 2 really 
(/ don’t honestly knoze’, honestly, the cheek of it! ). 

honest-to-God = ailso ~—_—s honest-to- 
goodness) collug. @ adj. genuine, real. 
@ adc. genuinely, really. 

honesty 7. 1 being honest. 2 truth- 
fulness. 3 » a plant of the genus 
Lunana with purple or white flowers. 
© stip 

honey 2. (f/. -eys) 1 a sweet sticky 
yellowish fluid made by bees from 
nectar. 2 esp. VV Amer (usu. as a 
form of address) darling, sweetheart. 
{Old English] 

honey bee 7. see bre la. 

honeybun 7. (also honeybunch) (esp. 
as a form of address) clarling. 

honeycomb e ». I ¥ a structure of hexagonal cells 
of wax, made by bees to store honey and eggs. 2 a 
pattern arranged hexagonally. @ «:/ fill with cavities 
or tunnels. 


HONEYCOMB ANID WORKER BEES 
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hook 


honeydew 2. 1 a sweet sticky substance found on 
leaves and stems, excreted by aphids. 2 a variety of 
melon with smooth pale skin and sweet green flesh. 

honeyed ad. 1 of .or containing honey. 

2 (of words, flattery, etc.) sweet; sweet- 
sounding. 

honey fungus 7. » a parasitic 
fungus, Armillaria mellea, with 
honey-coloured edible toadstools. 

honeymoon e 7. 1 a holiday 
taken by a newly married 
couple. 2 an initial period 
of enthusiasm or goodwill. 

@ wintr. (usu, foll. by im, at) 
spend a honeymoon. [origi- 
nally with reference to waning 
affection, compared to the 
changing moon] o honey- 
mooner 7. 

honeysuckle 7. any climbing 
shrub of the genus Lonicera with 
fragrant yellow and pink flowers. 
{Middle English extension of honeysuck] 

honeytrap 2. a stratagem in which an attractive 
person entices another person into unwittingly 
revealing information. 

honk e 7. 1 the cry of a wild goose. 2 the harsh 
sound of a car horn, @ v. 1 ity. emit or give a honk. 
2 tr. cause to do this. 

honky nx. (pi. -ies) US black slang offens. a white 
person. [20th-century coinage] 

honky-tonk 7. colloy. 1 ragtime piano music. 
2 a cheap or disreputable nightclub, dance hall, 
etc. [1] 9th-century coinage] 

honor L/S var. of HONOUR. 

honorable (’S var. of HoNOURABIL. 

honorarium 7. (//. honorariums or 

honoraria) a fee, esp. a voluntary payment 

for professional services rendered without 

the normal fee. [Latin] 

honorary ad. 1 a conferred as an honour, 
without the usual requirements, functions, 
etc. (honorary degree). b holding such a ttle or 
position (honorary colonel). 2 (of an office 
or its holder) unpaid (honorary treasurer). 
honorific @ ad. 1 conferring honour. 

2 (esp. of oriental forms of speech) imply- 
ing respect. @ n. an honorific form of 
words. G honorifically adv, 

honour (US honor) e zn. 1 high respect; 

glory; credit, reputation, 2 adherence to what 

is right or to a conventional standard of 

conduct. 3 nobleness of mind, magnanimity 

(honour among thieves). 4 a thing conferred as a 

distinction, esp. an official award for bravery or 
achievement. 5 (foll. by of + verbal noun, or fo + 
infin.) privilege, special right (had the honour of being 
invited). 6 a exalted position. b (Honour) (prec. by 
your, fas, etc.) a ttle of a circuit judge or 
US a mayor. 7 (foll. by fo) a person or thing that 
brings honour (she is an honour to her profession). 8 aa 
woman’s chastity. b the reputation for this. 9 (in pl.) 
a special distinction for proficiency in an examina- 
tion. b a course of degree studies more specialized 
than for an ordinary pass. 10 a Bridge the ace, king, 
queen, jack, and ten, esp. of trumps, or the four 
aces at no trumps. b }Vfzst the ace, king, queen, and 
jack, esp. of trumps. 11 Go/fthe right of driving off 
first as having won the last hole (z zs my honour). 
@ wf, 1 respect highly. 2 confer honour on. 3 accept 
(a bill) or pay (a cheque) when due. 4 acknowledge. 
O do the honours perform the duties of a host to 
guests etc. honours are even &ri/. there is equal- 
ity in the contest. in honour of as a celebration of. 
on one’s honour (usu. foll. by /o + infin.) under a 
moral obligation, [from Latin honor] 

honourable ad. (US honorable) 1 a worthy 
of honour. b bringing honour to its possessor. 
c¢ showing honour, not base. d consistent with 
honour. e collog. or joc. (of the intentions of a man 


HONEY FUNGUS 
(Armillaria mellea) 


courting a woman) directed towards marriage. 
2 (Honourable) a title, given to certain high offi- 
cials, the children of certain ranks of the nobility, 
and MPs. o honourably ad). 
honourable mention”. an award of merit 
to a candidate in an examination, a work 
of art, etc., not awarded a prize. 
honours list 7. a list of persons 
awarded honours. 
hooch 7. (also hootch) 
N. Amer. collog. alcoholic 
hquor, esp. inferior or illicit 
whisky. [abbreviation of 
hoochinoo, name of a liquor- 
making Alaskan tribe] 
hood'e x. 1 aa covering for the 
head and neck, whether part of a 
cloak etc. or separate. b a separate 
hoodlike garment worn over a 
university gown or a surplice to indi- 
cate the wearer’s degree. 2 Brit. a 
folding waterproof top of a motor car, 
pram, etc. 3 N Amer the bonnet of a 
motor vehicle. 4 a canopy to protect users of 
machinery or to remove fumes etc. 5 a hoodlike 
structure or marking on the head or neck of a 
cobra, seal, etc. 6 a Jeather covering for a hawk’s 
head. @ wtz cover with a hood. [Old English] 
o hooded adj. hoodless adj. hoodlike ad). 
hood? x. esp. US slang a gangster or gunman. 
{abbreviation of HoopLUM] 
hooded crow 7. a piebald grey and black crow, of 
a northern race of the carrion crow. 
hoodlum 7. 1 a street hooligan, a young thug. 
2 a gangster. [19th-century comage] 
hoodoo esp. US @ n. 1 a bad luck. b a thing or 
person that brings or causes this. 2 voodoo. 
e@ wir (hoodoos, hoodooed) 1 make unlucky. 
2 bewitch. [alteration of voovoo] 
hoodwink »./7, deceive; delude. [earlier in sense ‘to 
blindfold’] . 
hooey n. & int. collog. nonsense, humbug. [20th- 
century coinage | 
hoof 7. (/. hoofs or hgoves) the horny part of the 
foot of a horse, antelope, and other ungulates. 
> HORSE, UNGUIATE. O hoof it slang go on foot. on the 
hoof (of cattle) not Yet slaughtered. [Old English] 
0 hoofed adj. (also in comé.). 
hoofer 7. s/ang a professional dancer. 
hoo-ha n. collog. a commotion, a row; uproar, 
trouble. [20th-century coinage] 
hook e 7. 1 aa piece of metal or other material 
bent back at an angle or with a round bend, for 
catching hold or for hanging things on. b (in full 
fish-hook) ¥ a bent piece of wire, usu. barbed and 
baited, for catching fish. 2 a curved cutting instru- 
ment (reaping-hook). 3 a a sharp bend, e.g. in a river) 
b a projecting point of land (Hook of Holland). 
4 a Cricket & Golfa hooking stroke (see sense 5 of u). 
b Boxing a short swinging blow with the elbow bent 
and rigid. @ v. 1 #&% a grasp with a hook. b secure 
with a hook or hooks. 2 (often foll. by on, up) 
a ¢. attach with or as with a hook. b mér be or 
become attached with a hook. 3 ¢& catch with or as 
with a hook. 4 ¢r slang steal. 5 tr. a Cricket play (the 
ball) round from the off to the on side with an 
upward stroke. b (also absol.) Golf strike (the ball) so 
that it deviates towards the striker. 6 t Rugby secure 
(the ball) and pass it backward with the foot in the 
scrum. 7 é, Boxing strike (one's opponent) with the 


bend shank eve 


| | 


— throat = gafu 


HOOK: ANATOMY 
OF A FISH-HOOK 


hookah 


elbow bent and rigid. o by hook or by crook by 
one means or another, by fair means or foul, hook, 
line, and sinker entirely. off the hook 1 collog. 
no longer in difficulty or trouble. 2 (of a telephone 
receiver) not on its rest, so preventing mcoming 
calls. sling (or take) one’s hook Brit. slang make 
off, run away. [Old English} o hookless adj. hook- 
let n. hooklike adj. 
hookah 7. an oriental tobacco pipe with a long tube 
passing through water for cooling the smoke as it is 
drawn through. [from Arabic hukkah ‘casket, jar’] 
hook and eye 7. >» a 
small metal hook and 
loop as a fastener on a 


garment. 
hooked ad. 1 hook- 
shaped (hooked nose). BOOK MND EYE 


2 furnished with a hook 
or hooks. 3 in senses of Hook v. 
addicted to; captivated by. 
hooker x. 1 Rugby the player in the middle of the 
front row of the scrum who tries to hook the ball. 
> rxucsy. 2 slang a prostitute. 
hookey 2. (also hooky) NV. Amer o play hookey 
collog. play truant. [19th-century coinage] 
hook-nose 7. an aquiline nose. 0 hook-nosed adj. 
hook-up 2. a connection, esp. an interconnection of 
broadcasting equipment for special transmissions. 


hooked on slang 


hookworm 7. 1 any of various parasitic nematode 
worms with hooklike mouthparts for attachment 
and feeding, infesting the gut of humans and 
animals. 2 a disease caused by an infestation of 
these, often resulting in severe anaemia. 

hooligan x. a young ruffian, esp. a member of a 
gang. [19th-century coinage] C hooliganism n. 

hoop’ e 7. 1 a circular band of metal, wood, etc., 
esp. as part of a framework. 2 a a ring bowled 
along by a child. b a large ring, usu. with paper 
stretched over it, for circus performers to jump 
through. 3 esp. Bnt. an arch through which 
the balls are hit in croquet. 4 a band in contrasting 
colour on a sports shirt, jockey’s cap, etc. 
@ vt, 1 bind with a hoop or hoops. 2 encircle with 
or as with a hoop. 0 be put (or go) through the 
hoop (or hoops) undergo an ordeal. [Old English] 

hoop? var. of wHoor. 

hoopla 7. 1 Bri. a game in which rings are thrown 
in an attempt to encircle one of various prizes. 
2 collog. commotion. 3 collog. pretentious nonsense. 

hoopoe /hoo-poo/ 7, <a salmon- 


black and white wings and tail; 

a large erectile crest, and a 
long downward-curving bill. 
[from Latin upupa, imitative of 
its cry] 


> 


HOOPOE 
(Upupa epops) 


hooray int. 1 = HurRan. 2 Austral. & NZ goodbye. 
[variant of HURRAH] 

Hooray Henry n. Brit. collog. a rich ineffectual 
young man. 

hoot e 7. 1 an owl’s cry. 2 the sound made by a 
motor horn or a steam whistle. 3 a shout expressing 
scorn or disapproval. 4 a a short outburst 
(of laughter). b collog. a cause of this (the escapade was 
a hoot). e v. 1 intr, a (of an owl) utter its cry. b (of 
a motor horn or steam whistle) make a hoot. 
c (often foll. by at) make loud sounds, esp. of scorn 
or merriment. 2 / a assail with scornful shouts. 


pink bird, Upupa epops, with, 


hornbeam 


b (often foll. by oué, away) drive away by hooting. 
3 tr. sound (a motor horn or steam whistle). [Middle 
English] 

hootch var. of Hoocn. 

hootenanny 2. coé/og. chiefly US an informal gath- 
ering with folk music. [originally denoting a 
gadget: of unknown origin] 

hooter n. 1 Sy. a siren or steam whistle, esp. as a 
signal for work to begin or cease. 2 Brit. the horn of 
a motor vehicle. 3 slang a nose. 

hoots int. Sc. & N.Engl. expressing dissatisfaction or 
impatience. [a natural exclamation] 

Hoover Brit. @ n. propr. a vacuum cleaner (properly 
one made by the Hoover company). @ v. (hoover) 
tr. (also absol.) clean (a carpet etc.) with a vacuum 
cleaner. [named after W. H. Hoover, American 
manufacturer, 1849 1932] 

hooves fi. of Hoor. 

hop'e vw (hopped, hopping) 1 intr (of a bird etc.) 
spring with two or all feet at once. 2 mtr (of a 
person) jump on one foot. 3 iér. move or go quickly 
(hopped over the fence). 4 tr cross (a ditch etc.) by 
hopping, 5 ér collog. ajump into (a vehicle). b obtain 
(a ride) in this way. 6 tr (usu. as hopping 7.) (esp. of 
aircraft) pass quickly from one (place of a specified 
type) to another (hedge hopping). e n. 1 a hopping 
movement. 2 collog. an informal dance. 3 a short 
journey, esp. a flight. o hop in (or out) collog. get 
into (or out of) a car etc. hop it Brit. slang go away. 
hopping mad very angry on the hop Bri. colloq. 
1 unprepared (caught on the hop). 2 bustling about. 
[Old English| 

hop? e 7. 1 > a climbing 
plant, Humulus lupulus, culu- 
vated for the cones borne 
by the female. 2 (in pd.) a the 
ripe cones of this, used to 
give a bitter flavour to beer. 
b Austral. & NX collog. beer. 
e v. (hopped, hopping) 
1 ¢& flavour with hops. 
2 intr. produce or pick hops. 
[from Middle Dutch hoppe] 

hop-bind 7. (also hop- 
bine) the climbing stem of 
the hop. 

hope e 7. 1 (in sing. or pl.; often foll. by of, that) expec- 
tation and desire combined (hope of getting the job). 
2 a a person, thing, or circumstance that gives 
cause for hope. b ground of hope, 
promise. 3 what is hoped for. @ z. 

1 mir. (often foll. by for) feel hope. 
2 tr. expect and desire. 3 ¢ feel fairly 
confident. G hope against hope 
cling to a mere possibility. not a (or 
some) hope! collog. no chance at all. 
[Old English]  hoper a. 

hope chest n. NV. Amer = Borvom DRAWER. 

hopeful e adj, 1 feeling hope. 2 causing or 
inspiring hope. 3 likely to succeed, promis- 
ing. @ 7. (in full young hopeful) 1 a person 
likely to succeed. 2 iron. a person likely to be 
disappointed. 0 hopefulness n. 

hopefully adv. 1 in a hopeful manner. 2 (qualify- 
ing a whole sentence) disp. it is to be hoped. 


_ cone 


HOP: COMMON HOP 
(Humutus lupulus) 


m Usage The use of Aopefully in sense 2 is extremely 
common, but it is still considered incorrect by 
some people. ‘The main reason is that other such 
adverbs, e.g, regrettably, fortunately, etc., can be 
converted to the form if is regrettable, it 1s fortunate, 
etc., but hopefully converts to i ts to be hoped. ‘This 
use of hopefully propably arose as a translation of 
German hoffenilich, used in the same way. Its use is 
best restricted to informal contexts. 


hopeless adj. 1 feeling no hope. 2 admitting no 
hope (a hopeless case). 3 inadequate, incom- 
petent (am hopeless at tennis). O hopelessly 
adv. hopelessness 1. 

hoplite 7. » a heavily armed foot soldier of 
ancient Greece. 


HOPLITE: 


hopper! x. 1 a person who hops. 2 a hopping 
arthropod, e.g, a flea or young locust. 3 a container 
tapering downward to an opening for discharging 
its contents. > DRILL 
hopper” 7. a hop-picker. 
hopsack 7. 1 a a coarse material made from hemp 
etc. b sacking for hops made from this. 2 a coarse 
clothing fabric of a loose plain weave. 
hopscotch z. a children’s game of hopping over 
squares or oblongs marked on the ground to 
retrieve a flat stone etc. 
hop, skip, and jump 7. (also hop, step, and 
jump) = TRiPLe Jump. 
horde n. 1 a usu. derog a large group, a gang. 
b a moving swarm or pack (of insects, wolves etc.). 
2 a troop of nomads. [from Turkic ordi ‘camp’ | 
horehound 7. a herbaceous plant of the mint 
family. [Old English, from har ‘hoar’ + hine, name 
of a plant] 
horizon 7. 1 the line at which the earth and sky 
appear to meet. 2 limit of mental perception, ex- 
perience, interest, etc. O on the horizon (of an 
event) just imminent or becoming apparent. [from 
Greek horizon (kuklos) ‘limiting (circle)’| 
horizontal e adj. 1 a parallel to the plane of the 
horizon, at right angles to the vertical (horizontal 
plane). b (of machinery etc.) having its parts work- 
ing in a horizontal direction. 2 a combining firms 
engaged in the same stage of production (horizontal 
integration). b involving social groups of equal status 
etc. 3 of or at the horizon. e n. a horizontal line, 
plane, etc. 0 horizontality 7. horizontally ado. 
hormone 7. 1 Physiol. a regulatory substance 
produced in an organism and transported in 
ussue fluids to stimulate specific cells or tissues 
into action, & enpocrine, 2 a synthetic substance 
with a similar effect. [based on Greek horman 
‘to set in motion’] 0 hormonal ad). 
hormone replacement therapy 7. treat- 
ment with oestrogens to alleviate menopausal 
symptoms. 
horn e 7. 1 a hard permanent outgrowth, 
often curved and pointed, on the head of esp. 
hoofed mammals, > RHINOWEROs. 2 each of two 
deciduous branched appendages on the head of 
(esp. male) deer. 3 a hornlike projection on the 
head of other animals, e.g. a snail’s tentacle. 4 the 
substance of which horns are composed. 5 any- 
thing resembling or compared to a horn in shape. 
6 Mus. a = Frencu Horn. b a wind 
instrument played by lip vibration, 
originally made of horn, now usu. 
of brass. BRASS, ORCHESTRA. 7 an 
instrument sounding a warning 
or other signal. 8 a receptacle 
or instrument made of horn. 
9 a horn-shaped projection. 
| 10 US collog. a telephone. 
' 11 the extremity of the Moon 
or other crescent. 12 an arm 
or branch of a river, bay, etc. 
@ vir I (esp. as horned adj.) 
provide with horns. 2 gore with 
the horns. 0 horn in s/ang 1 (usu. 
foll. by on) intrude. 2 interfric. 
horn of plenty a cornucopia. 
on the horns of a dilemma 
faced with a decision involv- 
ing equally unfavourable 
alternatives. [Old English} 
oO horned adj. hornist 7. 
(in senses 6a and b of 7.). 
hornless ad. horn- 
like ad). 
hornbeam ». an\ 
tree of the genus 
Carpinus, with 
a smooth bark 
and a_ hard 
tough wood. 
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Horses are ungulate mammals, descended .. ae 
from the first equine (Eohippus) over a 

a period of SO mulhon years. ‘ ee ‘ ii 
While all modern horses _ ; ae ile OE aaa wun 


belong to one species 
(Equus caballus), 
domestic forms 

are selectively 


dock = 
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hornbill 


hornbill 7. any bird of the tropi- 
cal family Bucerotidae, with a 
hornlike excrescence on its large 
red or yellow curved bill. 

hornblende 7. » a dark brown, 
black, or green mineral occurring 
in many igneous and metamorphic 
rocks, [German] 

horned toad 7. 1 ¥ an American 
lizard, Phrynosoma cornutum, covered with spiny 
scales. 2 any SE Asian toad of the family Pelobati- 
dae, with horn-shaped extensions over the eyes. 


spiny 
scales . 


HORNED TOAD 
(Phrynosoma cornutum) 


hornet 7. a large wasp, Vespa crabro. & xumisis. 
Gg stir up a hornets’ nest provoke or cause 
trouble or opposition. [Old English] 

hornpipe 7. 1 a lively dance (esp. associated with 
sailors). 2 the music for this. [Middle English: 


originally the name of a wind instrument partly of 


horn| 
horn-rimmed ad). (esp. of spectacles) having rims 
made of horn or a substance resembling it. 
hornwort 7. any aquatic rootless plant of the genus 
Ceratophyllum, with forked leaves. 
horny ad). (hornier, horniest) 1 of or like horn 
2 hard like horn, callous. 3 s/ang sexually excited. 
oO horniness 71. 
horology ». the art of measuring time, making 
clocks, watches, ete.; the study of this. 
[based on Greek hava ‘time’ | 0 horologer 1. 
horological adj. horologist v. 
horoscope 7. Asiol. 1 a forecast of a 
person’s future based on a cliagram show- 
ing the relative positions of the stars and 
planets at that person’s birth, 2 such a 
[from Greek hara 
horoscopic 


chagram (cast a horoscope 
‘time’ + skopos ‘observer’ 
ad. horoscopy 7. 
horrendous adj. horrifying; awful. [from 
Latin horrendus ‘to le shuddered at | 
Oo horrendously adi 
horrible adj. 1 causing or likely to cause 
horror: hideous, shocking. 2 collog. un- 
pleasant, excessive (horrible noise). [from Latn 
hornbilis| o horribleness n. horribly ad: 
horrid adj. 1 horrible, revolting. 2 collog. 
unpleasant, disagreeable (horrid weather 
3 poet. rough, bristling, [from Latin 
horridus| 0 horridly ad:. horridness n 


HORNBLENDE 


HoRSE GUARDS: MOUNTED 


tizer served usu. at the beginning of a 
meal. [French, literally ‘outside the work’ | 
horse e 7. 1 a <a solid-hoofed plant- 
eating quadruped, Equus caballus, with 
flowing mane and tail, used for riding and 
to carry and pull loads. > saowjcmpinc. b an 
adult male horse; a stallion or gelding. ¢ any 
other four-leggecl mammal of the genus Equus, 
including asses and zebras. > rvotuTion, d (collect.; 
treated as sing.) cavalry. 2 = vaturinc Horst. 3 aa 
frame or structure on which something is mounted 
or supported. b = sawHorsr. © = CLoTHtS HORSE 1, 
4 slang heroin. e v. 1 inér; (foll. by around) fool about. 
2 fr provide (a person or vehicle) with a horse or 
horses. 3. inf mount or go on horschack. 
0 from the horse’s mouth (of information 
etc.) from the person directly concerned or 
another authoritative source. horses for 
courses Brit. the matching of tasks and 
talents. [Old English] o horselike aq). 
horseback n. the back of a horse, esp. as sat on 
in riding. 0 on horseback mounted on a horse. 
horsebox 7. Brit. a closed vehicle for transporting 
a horse or horses. 
horse brass see Rass 7. 5. 
horse chestnut 7. 1 (also horse chestnut tree) 
any large tree of the genus descu/us, with upright 
conical clusters of white or pink or red flowers 
2 the smooth dark brown inedible nut of this. 
horseflesh ». 1 the flesh of a horse, esp. as food. 
2 horses collectively 
horsefly 1. (//. -flies) biung 
dipterous insects of the family Tabanidae. trouble- 
some esp. to horses 
Horse Guards 1.p/. (in the UK 
1 <a cavalry brigade of the 
troops, now an 
armoured-car regiment. 
2 the headquarters of this 
migade in Whitehall, 


any of various 


household 


horsehair 7. hair from 
he mane or tall of a 
1iorse. 
padding ete 


usec fol 


horse latitudes 7./)/. a 
yelt of calms in each 
1emisphere 
the trade winds and the 


westerlies. (RL WIND 


hetween 


horseless adj. without 
a horse. 

horseless carriage 11 
achauw a motor car. 

horseman 7 ( pl 
-men) I a rider on 
horseback. 2 a skilled 
rider oO horseman- 
ship /. 

horse opera 7... V. Ani 


horrific ad. horrifying. [from Latin hor7ifi- SENTRY Of THE HORSE GUARDS slang a western film 

cus] 0 horyifically ad LONDON, ENGLAND horseplay ». boistcrous 
horrify w/z. (-ies, -ied) arouse horror in; play, 

shock, scandalize. o horrification 7. horrifying horsepower ». (//. same) 1 an imperial unit of 


ad). horrifyingly adi 

horripilation x. literary = Goost-ruts1. [based on 
Latin horrere ‘to bristle’ + pilus “hair | 

horror e 7. 1 an intense feeling of loathing and 
fear, 2 a (often foll. by of) mtense dislike. b (often 
foll. by at) collog. intense dismay. 3 a a person 0} 
thing causing horror. b co/log. a bad or mischievous 
person etc. 4 {in pl.; prec. by the) a fit of horror 
depression, or nervousness. 5 (in p/.) an exclama- 
tion of dismay, e atiib.adj. (of films etc.) designed to 
arouse pleasurable feelings of horror. [from Latin] 

horror-struck «dj. (als) horror-stricken) horr- 
fied, shocked. 

hors de combat /or dé com-hah/ adj. out of the 
fight or the running. 

hors d’oeuvre /or dervr/ 7. 
oeuvres pronunc. same or /or dervz/) an appe- 


Hl, same or hors 


2 the power of an engin¢ 
of this 


between hors¢ 


power (abaut 750 watts 
etc. measured in term 
horse race 1 with riders 
o horse racing 72 
horseradish 7». 1 a cruciferous plant, .{rmoracia 
rusticana, with long lobed leaves. 2 the pungent root 
of this scraped or grated as a condiment, often 


aA race 


made into a sauce 


horse sense 1. ¢v//oy. plain common sense 


horseshoe x. 1 a U-shaped iron shoe lor a 
horse. 2 a thing of this shape (c.g. a magnet 
horseshoe bat 7. a Old World 
family Rhinolophidac, usu. with a horseshae- 


shaped ridge on the nose, > BAI 


Dat of thre 


horseshoe crab 1. » a large marine arthro- 
pod, Limulus polyphemus, with a horseshoe 
shape d shell and a long taul-spine 


hospital trust 


7 


horsetail 7. 1 the ..pi1< Sterile 
tail of a horse shoal 
(formerly used in A 

Turkey as a stand- ii enh. 
ard, or as an ensign ‘© leaf 
denoting the rank of { 


pasha). 2 » any 
cryptogamous plant 4g 
of the genus Eguise- 
tum, like a horse’s f j 
tail, with a hollow fj f 

jointed stem and f%) fertile ; 
scalelike leaves. f stem ‘fi 

horse-trading = 7. RN ’ : 
1 WN. Amer dealing in i 

horses. 2 shrewd SS 
bargaining. 


stem 


HORSETAIL: 
COMMON HORSP1AIL 
(Equisetum arvense) 


horsewhip e 7. a whip 
for driving horses. @ v.t7: 
(-whipped, -whipping) 
beat with a horsewhip. 

horsewoman 7. (//. -women) 1 a woman who 
rides on horseback. 2 a skilled woman rider. 

horsy adj. (also horsey) (horsier, horsiest) 1 of 
or like a horse. 2 concerned with or devoted to 
horses or horse racing. co horsily adv. horsiness n. 

hortatory adj. (also hortative) tending or 
serving to exhort. [based on Latin hertan ‘to 
exhort’| c hortation pn. 

horticulture n. the art of garden cultivation. 
{based on Latin fortus ‘garden’] o horticultural 
adj. horticulturalist 7. horticulturist 7. 

hosanna 7. G int. a shout of adoration (Matt. 21:9, 
15, etc.). [from Hebrew Aésa ‘na, tor 
hosia-nna ‘save now!’ 


hose e 7. 1 a flexible tube for convey- 
ing water. 2 a (collect.; treated as pi.) 
stockmgs and socks (esp. in trade 

b hist. & breeches (doublet and 
hose). @ v.tr, 1 (often foll. by down 
water or spray or drench with a 
hose. 2 provicle with hose. [Old 
Enghsh| 

hosepipe n. Bril. = 11041. 7. 1. 


use 


§ 
o A EP) 
hosier 7. a dealer in hosiery doublet 


hosiery n.1 stockings and socks. 
2 Bri. knitted or woven underwear. 
hospice 7. 1 a home tor people who 
are ul yesp. termunallv) or Brit. desti- 
tite. 2 a lodging for travellers, esp. 
one kept by a religious order. [from 
Latin hospitunr| 
hospitable ad. giving hospitality. 
[based on medieval Latin hospilan 
‘to entertain’| O hospitably ad: hose 
hospital 7. 1 an institution provid- 
ing medical and surgical treatment 
and nursing care for ill or myured 
people. 2 Aisi. a a hospice. b an 
establishment of the Knights 
Hospitallers. 3 Brit. Law a 
charitable institution. [from 
medieval Latin — hospitale 
literally “hospitable (place)’} 
0 hospitalize ¢,/v, (also -ise). hospitalization 1. 


HOSE: 141H- 
CENTURY ITALIAN 


JOUBLET ANID HOST 


hospitaler US var. of Host \ULLR 

hospitality n. the friendly and generous reception 
and entertainment of guests or strangers 

hospitaller 7, (US hospitaler) (also Hospitaller 
a member of a charitable religious ordei 

hospital trust ». (in the UK) a 


trust consisting of a National 


Health Service hospital 
OL hospitals ho longe) 
under local authority 


control, 


HORSESHOE CRAB 
(Lunulus poly ph ‘ 


host 


host! x. 1 (usu. foll. by of) a large number of people 
or things. 2 archaic an army. [from Latin fost 
“stranger, enemy’ | 

host® e@ 7. 1 a person who receives or entertains 
another as a guest. 2 the landlord of an inn (zu 
host). 3 Biol. an organism having a parasite 
or commensal. 4 an animal or person that has 
received a transplanted organ etc. 5 the compére of 
a show. @ zn act as host at (an event) or to .a 
person). [from Latin hospes pitts “host, guest | 

host® n. the bread consecrated in the Eucharist. 
[from Latin Aostea ‘victim’ | 

hosta vn. ¥ any perennial garden plant of the genus 
Hosta with green or variegated leaves and clusters 
of tubular mauve or white flowers. [named after 
N. T. Host, Austrian physician, 1761-1834] 


HOSTA (Hosta ‘Tall Boy’ 


hostage n. 1 a person seized or held as security fo1 
the fulfilment of a condition. 2 a pledge or security 
[from Old French, based on Latin obses ohsidis 
‘hostage | 

hostage to fortune 7. an acquisition, commit 
ment, etc., regarded as endangered by unforeseen 
circumstances. 

hostel 7. 1 Brit. a house of residence or lodging for 
students etc. 2 = yourH Hosit!. 3 archaic an mn. 
{from medieval Latin] 

hostelling 7. ({ S hosteling) the practice of stay- 
ing in youth while travelling 
0 hosteller n 

hostelry 2. ( p/. -ies) archa: 


hostels, esp 


yr /iferary an inn 

hostess 7). 1 a woman who receives or entertains a 
guest. 2a woman employed to welcome and enter- 
tain customer 
an aircraft. train. et 


hostile ad. 1 of 


ita mightclub ete. 3a stewardess on 


in enemy, 2 voften foll. by to 


unfriendly, opposed. [based on Latin hosti 
‘stranger | O hostilely ad: 

hostility 7. (p/. -ies 1 being hostile, ennuty 
2 a state of warfare. 3 \in pi.) acts of warfare 


4 opposition (in thought et 

hot e ad). hotter. hottest 1 a having a 
or noticeably high temperature. b ot 
drink; prepared by heating and served without 
cooling. 2 producing the sensation of heat (hot 
flush). 3 (of spices etc., pungent. 4 (of a person 
feeling heat. 3a often foll. by eager, keen (in 


relatively 
food o} 


hot pursuit). b cfoll. by on) callog. strict with. ¢ ‘foll. by 
on llog. knowledgeable ibout. 6 a ardent. 
passionate, excited. b angry or upset. ¢ lustful. 
d exciting. 7 a cof etc.: fresh, recent. b Brit 
collog. (of Treasury bills: newly issued. 8 Aw of 


the scent; fresh ancl strons 


skilful. b (of 


9 a .of a player) very 
tronely fancied to win (a 
yurite. © «ol 1 hit ete. in ball gam difficult 

for an opponent to deal with. 10.0 music, esp. 
jazz 11 idan 


1compenitor 


hat tai 


trongly rhvthmical and emotional 


G4 


houri 


a (of goods) stolen. b (of a person) wanted by the 
police. 12 slang radioactive. 13 collog. (of informa- 
tion) unusually reliable (hot up). @ wir & intr. 
(hotted, hotting) (usu. foll. by up) Brit. collog. 
1 make or become hot. 2 make or become active, 
lively, exciting, or dangerous. @ adv. 1 Brit. angrily, 
severely (give it him hot). 2 eagerly. 0 have the hots 
for slang be sexually attracted to. hot under the 
collar angry, resentful, or embarrassed. make it 
or things) hot for a person persecute a person. 
not so hot collog. only mediocre. sell (or go) like 
hot cakes see cake. [Old English] o hotly adv. 
hotness 7. hottish ad). 

hot air n. collog. empty, boastful, or 
excited talk. 

hot-air balloon 1. » a balloon 
consisting of a bag in which 
air is heated by burners 
located below it, causing 
it to rise. B RCRAFI 

hotbed 7. 1 a bed of 
earth heated by fer- 
menting manure, for 
raising or forcing plants. 
2 \foll. by of ) an environ- 
ment promoting the 
growth of something, esp. 
something unwelcome (Aol- 
bed of z ice i 

hot-blooded — ad). 
passionate, 

hotchpotch 7. 1 a contused 
mixture, a jumble. 2 a dish of 
many mixed ingredients, esp. a 
stew with vegetables. [from Old 
French Aocher ‘to shake’ + pot ‘pot’] 

hot cross bun 7. a bun marked 
with a cross. traditionally eaten on 
Good Friday 

hot-desking x. the allocation of 
desks to office workers when they are required or 
on a rota system. 


ardent. 


burner 


hot dog ». a hot sausage sandwiched in a soft 
roll 

hotel 7». 1 an establishment providing accommo- 
dation and meals for payment. 2 Austral. & NZ 
a public house. {from French Aotel, later form of 
HOSTEL| 

hotelier /hoh-tel-1-ay/ n. a hotel-keeper. 

hot flush see 

hotfoot @ ad:. in cager haste. @ utr hurry eagerly 
esp. hoffoot it). @ adj. acting quickly. 

hothead ». an impetuous person, 0 hot-headed 
adj 

hothouse e ». 1 a heated greenhouse (often attrib.: 
hothouse flowers). 2 an environment that encourages 
the rapid growth or development of something. 
@ <./ raise in or as if ina hothouse: force the devel- 
opment ol. 


LusH! 2. 6a. 


hotline 7. a direct exclusive line of communication. 
esp. for emergencie 

hot metal ». Prin(in 
metal 


g using type made from molten 


hot money 7 
intervals 


capital transferred at frequent 


hot pants 7.f/. very brief shorts, usu. with a bib top, 
worn as a fashion garment 

hotplate heated metal plate etc. (or a set of 
these) for cooking food or keeping it hot. 

hotpot 7. Jrit. a casserole of meat and vegetables. 
usu. with a layer of potato on top 

hot potato * cvllog. a « 
matter or situauon. 

hot rod 7. a motor vehicle moclified to have extra 
power and speed. 


troversial or awkward 


hot seat n. s/ang 1 a position of difficult responsi- 
bility. 2 the electric 

hot shoe n. Photog. a socket on a camera with elec- 
trical contacts lor a flashgun etc 


hair. 


—— bhaxket 


HOT-AIR BALLOON 


hotshot esp. US collog. @ n. an important or excep- 
tionally able person. @ atirib.adj. important, able, 
expert, suddenly prominent. 

hot spot 7. 1 a small region that is relatively hot. 
2 a lively or dangerous place’ 

hot spring 2. a spring of naturally hot water. 

hot stuff 7. collog. 1 a formidably capable person. 
2 an important person or thing. 3 a sexually 
attractive person. 4 a spirited, strong-willed, or 
passionate person. 5 a book, film, etc. with a 
strongly erotic content. 

hot-tempered aq}. impulsively angry. 

Hottentot often offens. @ n. (pi. same or Hotten- 

tots) = Nama n. 1, 2. @ adj. = Nama adj. [Dutch] 


a Usage .Vama is now the preferred 
name for this people and their 
language. 


hotting 7. s/ang the practice of 
driving recklessly in a stolen 
car. © hotter n. 
hot tub ». a large tub filled 
with hot aerated water and 
used by one or several people 
for recreation or physical 
therapy. 
hot war 7. an open war, with 
active hostilities. 
hot water 17. collog. difficulty, 
trouble, or disgrace (be in hot water). 
hot-water bottle ». (US hot- 
water bag) a container, usu. made 
of rubber, filled with hot water, esp. 
to warm a bed. 
hot-wire wiz esp. .. Amer. slang start 
the engine of (a car etc.) by bypassing the 
ignition switch. 
hough Brit, @ n. 1 = Hock’ 1. 2 a cut 
of beef etc. from this and the leg above it. 
e vir hamstring. [Ole@ English hoh *heel’] 


\ envelope 


cable 


oummos var. of HUMMUS. 

hound e 7. 1 a dog used for hunting, esp. one able 
to track by scent. 2 collog. a despicable man. 
3 a person keen in pursuit of something (usu. in 
comb.: news-hound }. @ v.tr 1 harass or pursue relent- 
lessly. 2 chase or pursue with a hound. 3 (foll. by a7) 
set (a dog or person) on (a quarry). 4 urge on or nag 
(a person). G ride to hounds go fox-hunting on 
horseback. {Old English] 

houndstooth 2». a check pattern with notched 
corners suggestive of canine teeth. 


hour 7. 1 a twenty-fourth part of a day and night, 
60 minutes. 2 a time of day, a point in time (a /ate 
hour). 3 \in pl.) this number of hours and minutes 
past midnight on the 24-hour clock (assemble at 
20.00 hours), 4 a a period set aside for some purpose 
(lunch hour). b (in pl.) a fixed period of tume for work 
etc. office hours). 3 a short indefinite period of time 
an idle hour). 6 the present time (question of the hour). 
7 a time for action etc. (fhe hour 8 the 
distance travelled in one hour (ze are an hour from 
London). 9 RC Ch. a prayers to be said at one of 
seven fixed times of day book b any of 
these times. 10 \prec. by the) each time o'clock of a 
whole number of hours . buses 
leave on the hour,. 0 after hours 
atter closing time. till all 
hours till very late. [from 
Greek Adora ‘season, hour’ | 
hourglass 7. m a reversible 
with connected 
viass bulbs containing sand 
that takes an hour to 
pass from the upper to the 
lower bulb 


has come) 


if hours 


device two 


houri /hoor-i/ 7. ( //. houris 

a beautiful young woman. 
esp. in the Mushm Paradise. 
[based on Arabic  havera’ 
‘gazelle-like’ (of the eyes)| 


HOURGLASS 


hourly 


house style 


HOUSE 


Most Western houses are built from 
materials such as timber, stone, 
brick, and concrete. Founda- 
tions, walls, and roof 
spaces are usually 
constructed to 
provide insulation 
and conceal pipes 
and cables for gas, 
electricity, water, 
drainage, and 
heating. In houses 
of the future, solar 
panels may be a 
regular energy- 
saving feature. 


Sront door 
with porch . 


CUTAWAY MODEL 
OF A MODERN 
TWO-STOREY HOUSE 


hourly e ad. 1 done or occurring every hour. 
2 frequent, continual. 3 reckoned hour by hour 
(hourly wage). @ adv. 1 every hour. 2 frequently, 
continually. 

house e 7. /howss/ 1 a A a building for human 
habitation. b (att7b,) kept in, frequenting, or infest- 
ing houses (house plant). 2 a building for a special 
purpose (pera house). 3 a building for keeping 
animals or goods (hen house). 4 a a religious commu- 
nity. b the buildings occupied by it. 5 Brit. a a body 
of pupils living in the same building at a boarding 
school. b such a building. c a division of a day 
school for games, competitions, etc. 6 (usu. House) 
a family, esp. a royal family; a dynasty (House of 
York). 7 a a firm or institution. b Bri. its place of 
business. c (the House) B7i. collog. the Stock 
Exchange. 8 aa legislative or deliberative assembly. 
b the building where it meets. c (the House) (in’ 
the UK) the House of Commons or Lords; {in the 
US) the House of Representatives. 9 a an audience 
in a theatre etc. b Brit. a performance in a theatre 
or cinema. ¢ a theatre. 10 Astrol. a twelfth part of 
the heavens. 11 (attrib) living in a hospital as a 
member of staff (house surgeon). 12 a a place of 
public refreshment (coffee house, public house). b (attrib.) 
(of wine) selected by the management of a hotel 
etc. to be offered at a special price. 13 Sv. a dwelling 
that is one of several in a building. 14 (in full house 
music) a style of popular dance music typically 
using drum machines, synthesized bass lines, sparse 
repetitive vocals, and a fast beat. @ air /howz/ 
1 provide (a person etc.) with a house or houses 
or other accommodation. 2 store (goods etc.), 
3 enclose or encase (a part or fitting), 4 fix in a 
socket etc. O keep house provide for or manage a 
household. like a house on fire 1 vigorously, fast. 
2 successfully. on the house at the management's 
expense, free. play house play at being a family in 
its home. put (or set) one’s house in order make 
necessary reforms. set up house begin to live 
in a separate dwelling, [Old English] 5 houseful 
n. (pl. -fuls). houseless ad}. 

house agent 2. Brit. an agent for the sale and 
letting of houses. 

house arrest 7. detention in one’s own house etc., 
not in prison. 

houseboat n. a boat fitted up for living in. 


roof truss 


\ box containing 


water tank 


solar panel 


tiled roof 
gulter 
downpipe 


outer layer 

of bricks 

cavity insulation 
inner layer of 
concrete blocks 
Jloor joist 


central-heating 
bovler 


\ rainwater 
cylinder 


. concrete 
foundation 


sewer pipe 


electricity meter 


housebound adj. unable to leave one’s house 
through illness etc. 

housebreaker 7, 1 a person guilty of housebreak- 
ing. 2 Brit. a person who 1s employed to demolish 
houses. 

housebreaking ». the act of breaking into a build- 
ing, esp. in daytime, to commit a crime (in 1968 
replaced as a statutory crume in English law by 
BURGLARY). 

housebuilding 7. the activity of building houses. 
a housebuilder 1. 

housebuyer 7. a person who buys a house. 
0 house-buying n. ©& ad}. 

housecoat 7. a woman’s garment for informal wear 
in the house, usu. a long dresshike coat. 


house-father 1. a man in charge of a house, esp. of 


a home for children. 
housefinch 7. a red-breasted finch, Carpodacus 
mexicanus, common in western N. America. 
housefly 7. (fi. -flies) ¥ any fly of the family 
Muscidae, esp. Musca domestwa, breeding in decay- 
ing organic matter 
and often enter- 


: proboscis 
ing houses. 


fenna 
: by — an 
front leg 7 
compound 


rye 


middle leg ~ -s 


HOUSEFLY: 
COMMON HOUSEFLY 
(Musca domestica) 


hind leg - 


reine 


house guest 7. a guest staying for some days in 
a private house. 

household 7. 1 the occupants of a house regarded 
as a unit. 2 a house and its affairs. 3 (prec. by the) 
(in the UK) the royal household. 

householder 7. 1 a person who owns or rents 
a house. 2 the head of a household. 


household troops 7.//. (in the UK) troops nomi- 
nally employed to guard the sovereign. 

household word zn. (also household name) 
1 a familiar name or saying. 2 a familiar person or 
thing. 

house-hunting 7. the process of seeking a house to 
live in. oO house-hunter n. 

house-husband 7. a husband who carries out 
the household duties traditionally carried out by 
a housewife, 

housekeeper 1. a person, esp. a woman, employed 
to manage a household. 

housekeeping 7. 1 the management of household 
affairs. 2 money allowed for this. 3 the operations 
of maintenance, record-keeping, etc. in an organi- 
zation. 

houseleek n. » a succu- 
lent plant, Sempervivum 
tectorum, with pink 
flowers, growing on 
walls and roofs. 

house lights 7.//. 
the lights in the 
auditorium of a 
theatre. 

house maga- 
zine 7. a mag- 
azine published 
by a firm and 
dealmg mainly 
with its own activities. 

housemaid 7. a female servant in a house, esp. Brit. 
in charge of reception rooms and bedrooms. 

housemaid’s knee 7. inflammation of the kneecap. 

houseman 7. (//. -men) Sri. a resident doctor at 
a hospital etc. 

house martin 7. a black and white swallow-lke 
bird, Delichon urbica, which builds a mud nest on 
house walls ete. 

housemaster 1. ( fem. housemistress) the teacher 
in charge of a house at a boarding school. 


HOUSELEEK 
(Sempervivum tectorum) 


house-mother 7. a woman in charge of a house, 
esp. of a home for children. 

house mouse 7. a usu. grey mouse, Mus musculus, 
very common as a scavenger around human dwel- 
lings, and bred as a pet and experimental animal. 

house music see House 7. 14. 

house of cards 7. 1 an insecure scheme etc. 2 a 
structure built (usu. by a child) out of playing cards. 

House of Commons 7. (in the UK) the elected 
chamber of Parhament. 

house of God 2. a church, a place of worship. 

house of ill fame 2. archaic a brothel. 

House of Keys 7. (in the Isle of Man) the elected 
chamber of Tynwald. 

House of Lords 2. 1 (in the UK) the chamber 
of Parliament composed of peers and bishops. 
2 a committee of specially qualified members of 
this appointed as the ultumate judicial appeal court. 

House of Representatives 7. the lower house of 
the US Congress and other legislatures. 

house-parent 7. a house-mother or house-father. 

house plant 7. a plant grown indoors. 

house-proud ag. attentive to, or unduly preoccu- 
pied with, the care and appearance of the home. 

houseroom 7. space or accommodation in one’s 
house. O not give houseroom to Brit. not have 
in any circumstances. 

house-sit v.i/r, live in and look after a house while 
its Owner 1s away. CO housesitter 7. 

Houses of Parliament 7.f/. 1 the Houses of 
Lords and Commons regarded together, 2 the 
buildings where they meet. 

house sparrow 7. a common brown and grey 
sparrow, Passer domesticus, which nests in the eaves 
and roofs of houses. 

house style n. a particular printer’s or publisher’s 
etc. preferred way of presentation. 


house-to-house 


HOVERCRAFT 


Mostly used for passenger transport, a hover- 


craft skims over land or water, propelled on 
a cushion of ain ‘The air is sucked into 
inlets and pumped by fans 
beneath the hull. where it 
is contained by an inflat- 
able exible skirt. The 
fastest models can 
travel at a specd 
of 120 k.p.h. 
| (75 m.p.h.) 


propelle: 


bridgr 


entrance — 
fo car dech 


VIODERN 
PASSENGER FON EROR ie 


house-to-house e@ adj. G ade. performed at o1 
carried to each house in turn. @ 7. a house-to-house 
collecuion, search, ete 

housetop 2. the roof of a house. 0 proclaim 
(or shout cic.) from the housetops announcc 
publicly: 

house-train ?:/7, (often as house-trained ad).\ Bri/ 
train can animal to be clean in the house. 

house-warming 1). a party celebrating a move to 
a new home 


housewife 1. | /)/.-wives, 1a woman (usu. married 
managing a household. 2 Brit. a case lor necdles. 
thread, etc. D housewitely ad) 

housewifery 1. 1 housekeeping. 2 skill in Uns. 

housework 7. reeular work done in housekeeping 
e.g. cleaning and cooking. 

housing 7. 1 a dwelling houses collectively. b the 
provision of these. 2 shelter, lodging, 3 a rigid 
casing, esp. for moving or sensitive parts of a 
machine. 4 the hole or niche cut in one piece of 
wood to receive some part of another m order to 
join them 


housing estate »), Bri/. a residential area planned 
as a uit. 


hove pay! of 


HENI 
hovel ». a small miserable dwelling [Midellc 
Neti. 
hover e@ 2.2n/ Bof a bird ete.) remain in one place 
in the ain 2 often toll. by about. rounds wait close 


at hand. 3 remain undecided. e 
2 a state of suspense. [Middle 
lets how to linger’| G hoverer 1 
Aa vehicle 


Waler on 


1 hovering. 
lish. from obso- 


or craft that 
cushion ol an 


hovercraft 7. \ /)/. 
travels oven 


samme 

land o1 

provided by a downward blast 

-flies, <¢ any fly of th 
hovering with rapidh 


hoverfly 1. ; p/. 
family Syrphicac 
beating wines 


hoverport 1 terminal for 
hovererafi 
how e inierosead:. 1 by what 
means. in what wav how da vou 
‘o ale: but how to bridee the cape 
2 in what nelition, esp. of health 
2 ’ tn the patient), 3 ato what 
HOVERFLY a ae coe 
RUN TIUPSIT S| emtean ilar ; I. what 
ke t fi e 
ID Whatever war, | / ( 
@ any. col that old i 


ev. the way a thing ws dane 


ity 


car deck , 


propeller for 
forward thrust 


rudder 


~ inflatabl 
skirl 


—~ aur inlet 


passenger 


seating area 


0 how about 1 would you like. 2 what is to be 
done about. 3 what is the news about. how are 
you? 1 what is your state of health? 2 = how do you 
dv’ how come? see co. how do you do? 
a formal grecting, how many what number 
how much I what amount ow much do Fowe you? 
2 what price (how much iy it’). how’s that? 1 what 
is your explanation of that? 2 Cricket jsaicdl to an 
umpire) is the batsman out or not? [Old English 
howbeit «i: 
howdah 1), a seat [or 
canopy, for riding on the back of an elephant or 
camel. [from Arabic have day litter’) 
how-do-you-do (07 how-d’ye-do) 7. ( //. -dos 


archaic nevertheless. 


two or more. usu. with a 


collog. an awkward situation, 
howdy ml. ES = how do you do? wee wow) [corrup- 
uon] 


however adi. 1a in whatever way (do tf howe: er you 
want). b to whalever extent, no matter how vnust go 
hawerer inconvenient). 2 nevertheless. 3. collog. (as an 
emphatic 
that happen? 

firing 

[from Czech houfnice 


howitzer 7. a short gun for high-angle 
of shells at low velocities 
‘catapult | 
howle ¥. 1 a long loud doleful ery uttered by a dog. 
woll, ete. 2 a prolonged wailing noise, e.g, as made 
by a strong wind. 3 a loud ery of pain or rage. 4 a 
vel of derision or merriment. 9 Electronics a howl- 
ing noise ina loudspeaker due to electrical o7 
fecdback. @ 7 1 aif make a howl. 2 intr 
weep loudly. 3 ff utter pwords; with a howl. co howl 
down prevent (a speaker from being heard by 
howls of derision. [Middle English] 


ACOUSTIC 


howler 1. 
2 > 


CNUs 


1 collog. a glaring mistake 

a S. .\merican 
lfoualta. 3 a 
animal that howls. 


monkey of the 
person or 


that howls 
(a howling 


mecha dreary 


howling adj. 1 
2 collay. extreme 
shane). 3 


hoccling wildernes 
howling dervish « 
WIHRE ING DODRV ISTE. 


HOWLER: RID HOWLIR 
A ‘ 


aila yveniculus) 


m what way, by what means (hewever did 


huh 


howsoever adv. 1 in whatsoever way. 2 to what- 
soever extent. 

hoy ini. used to call attention, drive animals, or aut. 
hail or call alofi. [Middle English; a natural cry] 

hoyden x. a boisterous girl. [originally in sense 
‘rude fellow’| o hoydenish adj. 

h.p. abbr. (also HP) 1 horsepower. 2 Brit. hire 
purchase. 3 high pressure. 

HQ addi: headquarters. 

hr. abi. hour. 

HRH addy. Brit. Her or His Royal Highness. 

HRT adix. hormone replacement therapy. 

HTML abby. Computing Hypertext Mark-up Language. 

HTTP abbr Computing Hypertext Transport (or 
Transfer) Protocol. 

hub 7. 1 the central part of a wheel, rotating on 
or with the axle. > prruitccr. 2 a central point of 
interest, activity, etc. [16th-century coinage] 

hubbub 2. 1 a confused din. 2 a disturbance or 
riot. 

hubby 1. (p/. -ies) collog. a husband. 

hubcap 7. a cover for the hub of a vehicle’s wheel. 
GAR 

hubris /hew-bris/ 7. arrogant pride or presump- 
tion. [Greek] o hubristic aq). 

huckleberry 7. (/. -ies) 1 any low-growing 
N. American shrub of the genus Gaylussacia. 2 the 
soft fruit of this plant. 

huckster e 7. 1 a mercenary person. 2 US a pubhi- 
city agent, esp. for broadcast material. 3 a pedlar or 
hawker. @ v. 1 itz bargain, haggle. 2 @ carry on a 
petty traffic in. 3 f adulterate. [Middle English] 
oO hucksterism nv. 

huddle e & 1 & & intr (often foll. by up) crowd 
together; nestle closely. 2 intr & refl. (often foll, 
by up) coil hody into a small space. 
@ . 1 a confused or crowded mass of people or 
things. 2 collog. a clmse or secret conference (esp. 
in go into a huddle.. [1 6th-century coinage] 


ones 


hue 7. I a colour or tint. 2 a variety or shade of 
colour, [Old English Aée ‘form. beauty’] o -hued 
ad). (in. comb.)\, hueless adj 
hue and cry #. a loud outcry. [from Anglo-French 
hu ¢ cr, Uiterally “outery and cry’] 
huffe =, 1 intr. give Sut loud pulls of air, steam, etc. 
2 intr, bluster loudly or threateningly huffing and 
puffing). 3 & (in draughts) remove (an opponent’s 
man that could have mace a capture) from the 
hoard as a forfeit. @ 1. a fit of petty annoyance. 
oin a huff annoyed and offended. 
huffy ad. \huffier, huffiest) lL apt to take offence. 
2 offended. o huffily adc. huffiness 1. 
hug e i./, (hugged, hugging) 1 squceze tightly in 
one’s arms, esp. with affection. 2 (of a bear) 
squeeze (a person; between its forelegs. 3 keep close 
to tthe kerb ete... 4 cherish or cling to (prejudices 
etc.) @ 2. La strong esp. affectionate clasp with the 
arms. 2 a squcezmg grip in wrestling. [16th- 
century coinage| 0 huggable ad). 
huge ad). 1 extremely large; cnor- 
mous. 2 (of immaterial things) 
very great (a huge sucess. 
|from Old French ahuge| 
hugeness 1. 
hugely ad:. 1 cnor- 


mously (hugely success- 


jul). 2 very much 
cenjored it hugely) 
hugger-mugger 


ead. S adi. 1 secret. 
2 confused: in confu- 
sion. @ 7. 1 secrecy. 
2 confusion. 
Huguenot /hew-sé- 
noh/ n. hit. a French 
Protestant. [French] 
huh ini. expressing 
disgust. surprise. 
etc. [imitative] 


hula 


hula 2. (also hula-hula) a dance performed by 
Hawaiian women, characterized by flowing arm 
movements. [Hawaiian] 

hula hoop 2. a large hoop for spinning round the 
body with hula-like movements. 

hula skirt 7. a long grass skirt. 


hulk ». 1 a the body of a dismantled ship, used as a 
store vessel etc. b (in pl.) hist. this used as a prison. 
2 collog. a large clumsy-looking person or thing. 
[from Middle Dutch] 

hulking aq. collog. bulky; large and clumsy. 

hull’ e 7. the body or frame of a ship, airship, etc. 
DE AIRCRAFT, BOAT. @ 2.4%, pierce the hull of (a ship) with 
gunshot cic. [Middle English] 

hull? e 7. 1 the outer covering of a fruit, esp. 
the pod of peas and beans, the husk of grain, or 
the green calyx of a strawberry. 2 a covering. 
@ w/t. remoye the hulls from (fruit etc.). [Old English 
hulu ‘husk’ | 

hullabaloo x. (//. hullabaloos) an uproar or 
clamour. [18th-century coinage] 

hulio var. of HeLo. 

hum'e ». (hummed, humming) I in! make a low 
steady continuous sound like that of a bee. 2 / (also 
absol.) sing (a wordless tune) with closed hips. 3 adr 
utter a slight inarticulate sound. 4 intr collog. be in 
an active state (really made things hum). 5 intr. Brit. 
collog. smell unpieasantly. @ 7. 1a humming sound. 
2 Brit. collog. a bad smell. o hum and haw (or ha: 
Bri. hesitate, esp. in speaking, [Middle English] 
oc hummable ad. hummer 7. 

hum? ini. expressing hesitation or dissent. 


human e ad. 1 of, relating to, or characteristic of 


humankind or people; of or belonging to the genus 
Homo. > woo. 2 consisting of human beings (/he 
human race). 3 of or characteristic of humankind 
esp. as being weak, fallible, ete. (’s only human). 
4 showing (esp. the better) qualities of humankind 
(proved to be very human). @ n. a human being. [from 
Latin Aumanus| O humanness ". 

human being /. any man or woman or child of the 
species Homo sapiens. 

human chain ». a line of people formed for pass- 
ing things along. 

humane aq. 1 benevolent, compassionate. 2 inflict- 


ing the minimum of pain. 3 (of a branch of 


learning) tending to civilize or confer refinement. 
o humanely ad. humaneness ». 

human ecology see nconocy 2. 

humanism 7. I a system of thought concerned 
wit?) human rather than divine or supernatural 
matters. 2 an outlook emphasizing common 
human needs and concerned with humankind as 
‘responsible and progressive intellectual beings. 
3 (often Humanism) literary culture, esp. that of 
the Renaissance humanists. 

humanist 7. 1 an adherent of humanisin, 
2 a humanitarian. o humanistic adj. humanisti- 
cally adi. 

humanitarian e 7. 1 a person who seeks to pro- 
mote human welfare. 2 a philanthropist. @ ad). 1 of, 
relating to, or holding the views of hunianitartans. 
2 of or relating to human welfare (on humanitarian 
grounds), O humanitarianism 7. 


a Usage The adjective humanitarian is often used 
inaccurately by reporters, e.g. This i the wors! 
humanitarian disaster within living memory, as it 
humanitarian meant ‘of or relating 
to humanity’. Such use can be 
avoided by using the adjective 
human instead. 


humanity ». (//. -ies) 1 a the human 
race. b human beings collectively. ¢ the fact 
or condition of being human. 2 humaneness. 
3 (in pl.) human attributes. 4 sin pl.) learning or 
literature concerned with human culture. 

humanize »./, (also -ise) 1 make human; give 
a human character to. 2 make humane. 0 human- 


ization 7. 


humankind 7. human beings collectively. 

humanly ad:. 1 by human means (?f humanly possi- 
ble). 2 in a human manner. 3 from a human point 
of view. 4 with human feelings. 

humanoid e ad. having human form or character. 
e@ 7». a humanoid animal or thing. 

human rights 7.p/. rights held to be justifiably 
belonging to any person. 

human shield 7. a person or group of 
persons placed near a potential target to deter 
attack. 

humble e «dj. (humbler, humblest) 1 having or 
showing a low estimate of one’s own importance. 
2 of low social or political rank (humble origins). 
3 of modest pretensions, dimensions, etc. @ fr 
1 make humble; abase. 2 lower the rank or status 
of. 0 eat humble pie make a humble apology; 
accept humiliation. [from Latin humilis ‘lowly’; 
humble pie: from umbles ‘edible offal] a humble- 
ness 7. humbly adv. 

humble-bee 7. = suneir-sre. [Middle English] 

humbug e 7. I deceptive or false talk or behaviour, 
2 an impostor. 3 Brit. a boiled sweet usu. flavoured 
with peppermint. @ v. (humbugged. humbug- 
ging) 1 intr be or behave like an impostor. 
2 tr deceive, hoax. [18th-century coinage] 
o humbuggery 2. 

humdinger n. s/ang av excellent or remarkable 
person or thing, [20th-century coinage] 

humdrum ad. 1 commonplace, dull. 2 mono- 
tonous. []6th-century comage | 

humerus 1. (//. humeri /-ry/) 1 y the bone of the 
upper arm im man. & sketcron. 2 the corresponding 
bone in other vertebrates. [Latin, hterally ‘shoul- 
der] Oo humeral ad). 


shoulder — 


hianerus 


HUMERUS: 
HHL MEAN \RAME 

SHOWING TEI 
TN ELS ss 


humid «dj. marked by a high level of water vapour 
in the atmosphere. {from French Awnide or Laun 
humidus Mois’ | Oo humidity nr. humidly ade. 

humidify «./; (-1es, -ied) make (air ete.) humid or 
damp. 0 humidifier n. humidification 1. 

humidity ». (//. -ies, 1 a humid state. 2 moisture. 
3 the degree of moisture esp. in the atmosphere. 

humidor ». an airtight container for keeping cigars 
or tobacco moist. 

humiliate 1/7: injure the dignity or self-respect of. 
flased on Late Latin Awmilatus ‘made lowly’] 
o humiliating ad). humiliation 7. 


humpback 


humility 7. 1 humbleness, meckness. 2 a humble 
condition. [from Latin Awmilitas] 

hummingbird 1. ¥ any small nectar-feeding trop- 
ical American bird of the family Trochilidae, 
that makes a humming sound with its 
wings when it hovers. 


HUMMINGBIRD: 
PORK=VALLED 
WOODNYMPH 

(Thalurania furcata) 


hummock 7. 1 a hillock or knoll. 2 US a piece 
of forested ground rising above a marsh. 3 a hump 
or ridge in an ice field. [16th-century comage] 
o hummocky ad. 

hummus 27. ialso hoummos) a thick sauce 
or spread made from ground chickpeas. [from 
Turkish hwnus “mashed chickpeas | 

humongous ad. (also humungous) s/ang huge, 
enormous. [20th-century coinage] 

humor ('S var. of HoMotr. 

humoresque 1”. a short lively piece of music. 

humorist 7. 1 a facctious person. 2 a humorous 
talker, actor, or writer. O humoristic ad). 

humorous adj. 1 showing humour or a sense of 
humour, 2 facetious, comic. O humorously ad. 
humorousness /). 

humour ((/S humor) e 7. 1 a the quality of being 
amusing or comic. b the expression of humour in 
literature, speech, etc. 2 (in full sense of humour 
the ability to perceive or express humour or take a 
joke. 3a mood or state of mind (bad humour. 4 an 
full cardinal humour) /is/. each of the four chief 
Nuicds of the body (blood, phlegm, yellow bile, black 
bile), thought to determine a person’s physical and 
mental qualities. @ 2./r 1 gratify or indulge 1a person 
or taste ete.). 2 adapt oneself to; make concessions 
to.0 out of humour clispleased. [from Latin humor 
‘moisture’ | BD -humoured «adj. (in com.). humour- 
less ad). humourlessly adi. homourlessness 1. 

hump e »#. 1 a rounded protuberance on the back of 
a camel etc., or as an abnormality on a person’s 
back. 2 a rounded raised mass of earth ete. 
3 a critical point in an undertaking, ordeal, etc. 
4 prec. by the) Brit. slang a fit of depression or vexa- 
tion Gf gives me the hump). @ v.tr 1 a (often foll. by 
about) collog, lift or carry (heavy objects ete.) with 
difficulty. b esp, l/l. hoist up, shoulder (one’s 
pack etc.). 2 make hump-shaped. 3 coarse slang have 
sexual intercourse with, o over the hump oycr 
the worst. [1 7th-century coinage] Od humped ad). 
hum~pless adj, 

humpback 7. 1 a a back deformed by a hump. 
b a person haying this. 2 Ww a baleen whale. 
AMegaplera novaeangliae, with a dorsal fin forming a 
hump. 0 humpbacked aq). 


hump 


HUMPBACK WHALE 
Megaptera novaeangliat 


humpback bridge 


husky 


HURRICANE 
A typical hurricane is some 1,500 km (1,000 


miles) across, and consists of bands of cumulo- 
nimbus cloud arranged in spirals around the 


eye of the storm. Within these bands, warm 
air rises quickly, causing torrential rain and 
drawing in winds that may gust at 

up to 360 k.p.h. (220 m.p.h.). 

Hurricanes form over 
tropical oceans and 
die out over land. 


cumulus 


cloud 


winds drawn - 
by rising air 


humpback bridge 7. Brit. a small bridge with a 
steep ascent and descent. 

humph inf. G n. an inarticulate sound expressing 
doubt or dissatisfaction. 

humpy cad. (humpier. humpiest) 1 having a 
hump or humps. 2 humplike. 

humungous var. of HUMONGOrs. 

humus 7. the organic constituent of soil, usu. 
formed by the decomposition of plants and leaves. 
& som. [Latin, literally ‘soil’ 

Hun 7. 1 a member of a warlike Asiatic nomadic 
people who invaded and ravaged Europe in the 
4th 5th c. 2 offens. a German (esp. in military 
contexts). [from Turkic Hun-yii] 0 Hunnish aq). 

hunch e 7/7, 1 bend or arch into a hump, 2 thrust 
out or up to form a hump. e 7. 1 an intuitive feeling 
or conjecture. 2 U'S collog. a hint. 3 a hump. 
4 a thick piece. [Middle English] 

hunchback 7. = Huvirsack |. O hunchbacked ad. 

hundred e 7. (//. hundreds or (in sense 1) 
hundred) (in sing. prec. by @ or one) 1 the product 
of ten and ten. 2 a symbol for this 1100, c, C) 
3 a set of a hundred things. 4 (in seng. or pl.) collog. a 
large number. 5 \in pi.j the years of a specified 
century ‘the seventeen hundreds). @ Brit. hist. a subdivi- 
sion of a county or shire, having its own court. 
e@ ad). 1 that amount to a hundred. 2 used to express 
whole hours in the 24-hour system ‘thirteen hundred 
hours). O a or one hundred per cent e ad. 
entirely, completely. @ adj. 1 entire, complete. 2 fully 
recovered. (Old English] o hundredfold ad. & 
adv. hundredth ad. Sn, 

hundreds and thousands »),/)/. B7/. tiny coloured 
sweets used chiefly for decorating cakes etc. 

hundredweight ». ( f/. same or -weights, 1 {in full 
long hundredweight &ri/. a unit of weight equal 
to 112 lb avoirdupois {about 50.8 kg). 2 {in full 
metric hundredweight) a unit of weight equal 
to S0'kg. 

hung /as! and past part, of wwe. 

Hungarian e 7. 1 a a native or national of 
Hungary in central Europe. b a person of Hungar- 
ian descent. 2 the language of Hungary. e@ adj. of 
or relating to Hungary or its people or language. 
[from Hungan ‘Magyar nation | 

hunger e 7. 1 a feeling of pain or discomfort, or 
in extremes an exhausted condition, caused by 
lack of food. 2. often foll. by for, after a strong 
desirc. @ vin’. 1 often toll. by for, afer have a crav- 
ing or strong desire. 2 feel hunger. [Old English] 

hunger strike n. the refusal of food as a form of 

protest. O hunger striker 7. 


SECTION THROUGH 
A HURRICANE 


upcurrents 


cumulonimbus 
cloud 


air sinks 
In eye 


ocean 


eve of 
hurricane 


hung-over adj. collog. suffering from a hangover. 

hung parliament 7. a parliament in which no 
party has a clear majority. 

hungry ad. (hungrier, hungriest) 1 feeling or 
showing hunger; needing food. 2 characterized by 
hunger (chose were hungry days). 3 (often foll. by for) 
eager, craving. O hungrily adv. hungriness n. 

hunk 7. 1 a a large piece cut off (a hunk of bread). 
b a thick or clumsy piece. 2 collog. a a very large 
person. b a sexually attractive, ruaggedly handsome 
man. [19th-century comage] oO hunky adj. 
\hunkier, hunkiest). 

hunkers 7.p/. the haunches. 

hunky-dory ad. collog. excellent. [19th-century 
coinage] 

hunt ez 1 ¢ (also absol.) a pursue and kill (wild 
animals or game) for sport or food. b Brt. pursue 
on horseback and usu. kill (a fox) using hounds. 
c Brit. use (hounds or a horse) for hunting. d (of an 
animal) chase {its prey). 2 itr. (foll. by after, for) seek, 
search (hunting for a pen). 3 intr. a oscillate. b Bnit. (of 
an engine etc.) run alternately too fast and too slow. 
4 i a (foll. by away etc.) drive off by pursuit. 
b pursue with hostility, 5 éx scour (a district) in 
pursuit of game. 6 ¢ (as hunted adj.) (of a look 
etc.) expressing alarm or terror as of one being 
hunted. @ n. 1 the practice of hunting or an 
instance of this. 2 a an association of people 
engaged in hunting with hounds. b an area where 
hunting takes place. Oo hunt down pursue and 
capture. hunt out find by searching: track down. 
[Old English, from hentan ‘to seize’) 0 hunting n. 

hunter 7. 1 a ( fem. huntress) a person or animal 
that hunts. b a horse used in hunting. 2 a person 
who seeks something 3 a watch with a hinged 
cover protecting the glass, 

hunter-gatherer 7. a member of a people whose 
mode of subsistence is based on hunting 
animals and gathering plants etc. 

hunting crop see crop 7. 3. 

hunting horn 7. a straight horn used in hunting, 

hunting pink see pink! 7. 4. 

Huntington’s chorea 7. chorea accompanied 
by a progressive dementia. [named after G. 
Huntington, American neurologist, 1851-1916] 

huntress see HUNTER la. 

huntsman ». (//, -men) 1 a hunter. 2 a hunt 
official in charge of hounds. 

hurdle e 7. la each of a series of light frames 
to be cleared by athletes in a race. b (in pi.) 
a hurdle race. 2 an obstacle or difficulty. 
3 a portable rectangular frame used as a tem- 


porary fence etc. @ v. 1 a intr run in a hurdle race. 
b fr clear (a hurdle). 2 ¢ fence off etc. with hurdles. 
[Old English] o hurdler n. 

hurdy-gurdy 2. (//. -ies) 1.a musical instrument 
with a droning sound, played by turning a handle. 
2 collog. a barrel organ. 

hurl e v4. 1 throw with great force. 2 utter (abuse etc.) 
vehemently. 3 inér. play hurley. @ n. 1 a forceful throw. 
2 the act of hurling. [Middle English] 

hurly-burly 7. boisterous activity; commotion. 

hurrah (also hurray) @ ii. & n. an exclamation 
of joy or approval. @ v.inir. cry or shout ‘hurrah’ or 
‘hurray’. 

hurricane 7. < a storm with a violent wind, 
esp. a tropical cyclone. [from Spanish huracan & 
Portuguese furacdo| 

hurricane lamp 7. an oil lamp designed to resist 
a high wind. 

hurry e 7. I a great haste. b (with neg, or interrog) 
a need for haste (what’s the hurry?). 2 (often foll. by 
for, or to + infin.) eagerness to get a thing done 
quickly. @ w. (-ies, -ied) 1 intr. move or act with great 
or undue haste. 2 ¢ (often foll. by away, along) cause 
to move or proceed in this way. 3 ¢ (as hurried 
adj.) done rapidly owing to lack of time. 0 in a 
hurry 1 hurrying. 2 collog. easily or readily (shall 
not ask again in a hurry). (16th-century coinage] 
Oo hurriedly adv. hurriedness n. 

hurt e v. (past and past part. hurt) 1 tr (also absol.) 
cause pain, injury, or harm to. 2 é cause mental 
distress to. 3 intr. suffer pain or harm (my arm hurts). 
@ x. 1 bodily or material injury. 2 harm, wrong, 
[from Old French Aurter| 

hurtful adj. causing (esp. mental) hurt. o hurtfully 
adv, hurtfulness 7. 

hurtle v. 1 ini, G ty, move or hurl rapidly or with a 
clattering sound. 2 ii come with a crash. [from 
obsolete hurt ‘to strike forcibly’] 

husband e z. a married man esp. in relation to his 
wife. @ vl, manage thriftily. [from Old Norse 
hisbondi| 0 husbander 7. husbandhood 1. 
husbandless adj. husbandly ad). 

husbandman 7. (#/. -men) a man who cultivates 
the ground; a farmer. 

husbandry 7. 1 farming. 2 a management of 
resources. b carefi’ management. 

hush e 2/7, S mir. make or become silent or quiet. 
@ it. calling for silence. @ x. an expectant stillness 
or silence. O hush up suppress public mention of 
(an affair). [back-formation from obsolete interjec- 
tion husht ‘quiet!’] 

hush-hush adj. co/log. highly secret or confidential. 

hush money 2. money paid to prevent the disclos- 
ure of a discreditable matter. 

husk e 7. 1 the dry outer covering of some fruits or 
seeds. > mast. 2 the worthless outside part of a 
thing. @ u.tx remove a husk or husks from. [Middle 
English] 

husky! adj. (huskier, huskiest) 1 (of a person 
or voice) dry in the throat; hoarse. 2 of or full of 
husks. 3 dry as a husk. 4 tough, strong, hefty. 
0 huskily adv. huskiness n. 

husky? z. (fl. -ies) ¥ a dog of a powerful 


breed used in the Arcuc for pulling sledges. 


rd 


HUSKY 


huss 


hydrogen peroxide 


huss n. dogfish as food. [Middle English] 
hussar /huu-zar/ 7. 1 <a soldier of a 
light cavalry regiment. 2 a Hungarian 
light horseman of the 15th c. [based on 
Italian corsaro ‘corsair’| 
hussy 2. (/. -ies) derog. an impu- 
dent or immoral girl or woman. 
[phonetic reduction of Houst- 
wire, the original sense] 
hustings 7. parliamentary 
election proceedings. [from 
Old Norse hiisthing ‘house of 
assembly’ | 
hustle e » 1 / push roughly; jostle. 
2 tr, a (foll. by into, out of, etc.) force or 
deal with hurriedly or unceremoni- 
ously (hustled them out of the room). 
b (foll. by znto) coerce (was hustled into 
agreemg). 3 intr. push one’s way; 
bustle. 4 é collog. a obtain by force- 
ful action. b swindle. 5 zi, US 
slang engage in prostitution, @ 7. 
1 an act or instance of hustling. 
2 collog. a fraud or swindle. 
[from Middle Dutch husselen 
‘to shake, toss’] 
hustler 7. s/ang 1 an active, 
enterprising, or unscrupulous 
individual. 2 US a prostitute. 
hut 7. J a small simple or crude house or shelter. 
2 Mil. a temporary wooden etc. house for troops. 
[from Middle High German hiitie] 0 hut-like adj. 
hutch 7. a box or cage, usu. with a wire mesh front, 
for keeping rabbits etc. [from medieval Latin hutica] 
Hutu e 7. (//. same, Hutus, or Bahutu) a member 
of a Bantu-speaking people forming the majority 
population in Rwanda and Burundi. e ad. of or 
relating to the Hutu people. [Bantu] 
hyacinth e 7. I any bulbous plant of the genus 
Hyacinthus with racemes of usu. purphsh-blue, pink, 
or white bell-shaped fragrant flowers. 2 = Grarr 
HYACINTH. *3 the purplish-blue colour of some 
hyacinth flowers. @ adj. purplish blue. [from Greek 
huakinthos, flower and gem; also the name of a 
youth loved by Apollo] o hyacinthine ad). 
hyaena var. of HyENa. 
hyalite 7. a colourless variety of opal. [based on 
Greek hualos ‘glass’] 
hyaluronic acid 7. Biochem. a viscous fluid carbo- 
hydrate found in synovial fluid, the vitreous 
humour of the eye, etc. [from Ayaloid ‘glassy’ + 
-uronic, chemical suffix] 
hybrid e 7. 1 Biol. the offspring of two plants or 
animals of different species or varieties. 2 offens. a 
person of mixed racial or cultural origin. 3 a thing 
composed of incongruous elements, e.g. a word 
with parts taken from different languages. @ adj. 
1 bred as a hybrid from different species or vari- 
eties. 2 Biol. heterogeneous. [from Latin hybrida 
‘offspring of a tame sow and wild boar, child of 
a freeman and slave, etc.’] 0 hybridism 2. 
hybridity 2. hybridize utr © iy. (also ~ise). 
hybridizable ad. hybridization n. 
hydra 2. 1 a freshwater polyp of the genus Hydra 
with a tubular body and tentacles around the 
mouth. 2 any water snake. 3 something which 1s 
hard to destroy. [from Greek hudra ‘water snake’, 
esp. a fabulous one with many heads] 
hydrangea /hy-drayn-j4/ 7. 
“4 any shrub of the genus 
Hydrangea with large white, 
pink, or blue flowers. 
[from Greek  hudor 
‘water’ + aggos ‘vessel’, 
from the cup shape 
of its seed capsule] 


HUSSAR: 1|9TH- 
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HYDRANGEA 
(Hydrangea macrophylla 
‘Altona’) 


HYDRAULIC 


A hydraulic system uses fluid to convert a 
small force to a large one, as in the brakes 
of a car. A long, weak push on the master 
piston displaces liquid within 
the system. As the master 
piston is narrower than the 
slave, this produces a short, 
strong push on the slave. 
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force 


. up tion 
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displaced 
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~ pipe 


DEMONSTRATION OF A HYDRAULIC SYSTEM 


hydrant 7. a pipe (esp. in a street) with a nozzle to 
which a hose can be attached for drawing water 
from the main, 

hydrate Chem. @ 7. a compound of water combined 
with another compound or with an element. @ wf 
1 a combine chemically with water. b (as hydrated 
adj.) chemically bonded to water. 2 cause to absorb 
water, [based on Greek hudor ‘water’| 0 hydration 
n. hydrator 7. 

hydraulic ad. 1 (of water, oil, etc.) conveyed 
through pipes or channels usu. by pressure. 2 & (of 
a mechanism etc.) operated by liquid moving in this 
manner (hydraulic brakes). > stmuraror. [based on Greek 
hudor ‘water’ + aulos ‘pipe’| 0 hydraulically adv. 


HYDROELECTRIC 


In a hydroelectric power 
station, gravity forces generale aa 


cable 


high-voltage 


hydraulics n.p/. (usu. treated as sing) the science of 
the conveyance of liquids through pipes etc. esp. as 
motive power. 

hydride n. Chem. a binary compound of hydrogen 
with an element, esp. with a metal. 

hydro rn. (pl. -os) collog. 1 a hotel or clinic etc. 
originally providing hydropathic treatment. 2 a 
hydroelectric power plant. 

hydro- comb. form (also bydr- before a vowel) 
1 having to do with water or a fluid (hydroelectric). 
2 Med. affected with an accumulation of serous 
fluid (hydrocephalus). 3 Chem. combined with hydro- 
gen (Aydrochloric). [from Greek] 

hydrocarbon zn. Chem. a compound of hydrogen 
and carbon. & ALKANE, ALKENE, ALKYNE 

hydrocephalus 1. Med. an accumulation of fluid 
in the brain, esp. in young children. 0 hydro- 
cephalic ad). 

hydrochloric acid 7. Chem. a solution of the 
colourless gas hydrogen chloride in water. 

hydrochloride 2. Chem. a compound of an organic 
base with hydrochloric acid. 

hydrocortisone 7. Biochem. a steroid hormone 
produced by the adrenal cortex, used medicinally 
to treat inflammation and rheumatism. 

hydrocyanic acid 7. Chem. a highly poisonous 
volatile liquid with a characteristic odour of bitter 
almonds. 

hydrodynamics 7. the science of forces acting on 
or exerted by fluids (esp. liquids). o hydrodynamic 
adj. hydrodynamical ad). hydrodynamicist 2. 

hydroelectric ad. 1 ¥ generating electricity by 
utilization of water-power. 2 (of electricity) gener- 
ated in this way. 0 hydroelectricity 2. 

hydrofoil 7. 1 a boat equipped with a device 
consisting of planes for lifting its hull out of the 
water to increase its speed. 2 this device. 

hydrogel x. a gel in which the liquid component 
is water. 

hydrogen 7. Chem. a colourless gaseous element, 
without taste or odour, the lightest of the elements 
and occurring in water and all organic compounds. 
[from French Aydrogene| 0 hydrogenous ad). 

hydrogenate ».f, charge with or cause to combine 
with hydrogen, 0 hydrogenation 7. 

hydrogen bomb 7. an immensely powerful 
nuclear bomb utilizing the explosive fusion of 
hydrogen nuclei. 

hydrogen peroxide 7. a colourless viscous 
unstable liquid with strong oxidizing properties. 
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water between two aye 
reservoirs via a turbine. ‘a 
‘The momentum of the generator 
surging water turns volo} 
the turbine, which 
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powers a generator ft. 
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hydrogen sulphide 


hydrogen sulphide ». a colourless poisonous gas 
with a disagreeable smell, formed by rotting animal 
matter, 

hydrogeology 7. the branch of geology dealing 
with underground and surlace water. Oo hydro- 

geological «ad. hydrogeologist n. 
hydrography 7. the science of surveying and 
charting seas. lakes, rivers. etc. o hydrographer ». 
hydrographic ad). hydrographical ad). hydro- 

graphically adv. 
polyp ai = 
~~ s hydroid ol. @ 1. <4 4 
cnidarian of the order 
Hyclroida, in which 
¢ the polyp phase 
is predominant, 
c.g, seca anemones, 
i corals, hydras. 
 ¢ NIDARTIAN, CORAL. 
@ ad). of or rclating 
to this order. 

hydrology 1». the 
science of the prop- 
erties of the Larth’s 
water, esp. of its 
movement in relation 
to land. o hydrologic 


HYDROID : ‘ : 

eal ud. hrydrol al ad). 

(Tubularta indivisay hyd eats ie 
hydrologist vw. 


hydrolyse vf, © int. yalso hydrolyze) subject 
to or undergo the chemical action of water 
ao hydrolysis 7. hydrolytic ad. 

hydromechanics 7. the mechanics of liquids: 
hydrodynamics. 

hydrometer /hy-drom-i-ter/ 7. an instrument ton 
measuring the density of liquids. 0 hydrometric 
ad). hydrometry 1. 

hydropathy ». the treatment of clisorcders by exter- 
nal and internal application of water. G hydropathic 
ad). hydropathist n. 

hydrophilic aq. 1 having an affinity for water. 
2 readily mixing with or wetted by water. {based on 
Greek philos loving’ } 

hydrophobia ». I a morbid aversion to water, esp. 
as a symptom of rabics in humans. 2 rabies, esp. 
in humans. GO hydrophobic ad). 

hydroplane ». 1 a light fast motor boat cesigned 
to skim over water. 2 a finhike attachment which 
enables a submarine to rise and fallin water, 

hydroponics 7. the process of growing plants in 
sand. gravel, or liquid, without soil and with added 
nutrients. [based on Greek ponay ‘labour’| o hydro- 
ponic “id. hydroponically a. 

hydrosphere ». the waters of the Earth's surface. 

hydrostatic ad. of the equilibrium of liquids and 
the pressure exerted by liquid at rest. o hydro- 
statically «ad. 

hydrostatics ». (he branch of mechanics concerned 
with the hydrostatic properties of liquids. 

hydrotherapy #. the use of water in treatme dis- 
orders, usu. by means of exercises in swimming 
pools. G hydrotherapist ». 

hydrothermal dj. 0! the action of heated water 
on the Earth's crust. oc hydrothermally ad: 

hydrous ad). Chem. & Mincal. contaiming water, 
{based on Greek hudor hudro- “water | 

hydroxide 7. Ghen. a metalli 
compound containing oxygen 
and hydrogen cither as a hydrox- 
ide ion or a hydroxy} group. 

hydroxy- con). form Chem. laying a 
hydroxide ion or a hydroxy} group. 

hydroxyl 1. Chon. the monovalent 
group ancl 
oxyeen, as -CQ)H 


contuming hydrogen 


hyena /hy-ee-na/ n. ‘also hyaena 
many (lesh-catme mamernal 


of the family Hyaeniclae, HYENA: 
[from Greek huama, fem. SPRIFLD TLIYEN 
of fay pie} Hhacua hyacna 


hoo 


HYMENOPTERAN 


| Hvmenopterans are a huge group of insects 
comprising ants, bees, and wasps, together 
with sawtlies, gall wasps, ichneumon wasps, 
and other parasites. Most (except worker 
front leg / TIC ane , hand leg 


AN 


ompound an 
‘A t ( 
eve claw 
wing 
head 
ahdomen 


antenna 

EN VERNAL 

FEATURES OF A WHITE-TAILED 
BUMBLEBEE ,Bombus lucorum) 


hygiene ». 1 a a study, or set of principles, for 
mamtaiming health. b conditions or practices 
conducive to maintaining health. 2 sanitary science. 
[from Greek hugieing (tehné) art) of health’ 

hygienic ad). conducive to hygiene: clean and sani- 
tary. O hygienically adv. 

hygienist ”, a specialist in the promotion and prac- 
tice of cleanliness for the preservation of health, 

hygro- comb. form moisture. [from 
Greck] 

hygrometer /)y\-grom-i-tvr/ 7. 
Pm an instrument for measuring 
the hamudity of the am or a gas. 
ohygrometric «/. hygrometry 1. 

hygroscope 7. an instrument 
which indicates but does not 
measure the humidity of the ain 

hygroscopic ad. 1 of the hygro- 
scope. 2 of a substance tending 
to absorh moisture from the air, 

hying fs. part. of un. 

hymen 1. ina! a membrane at 
the opening of the vagina that is 
usu. broken at the first occurrence 


thermometers, 


of sexual intercourse. [from 
Greek Aumen membrane’ | 

hymenopteran 7, A ii) pull 
insect of the order Hy men- ‘a 4 
optera having lour trans- 
parent wings, including “7”! 
hees, wasps, and ants. 


[ftom Greek faunenapteros 
‘membrane winged’| B hy- 
menopterous (¢/). 


bulh kept wet | 


HYGROMETER: 
WEL AND DRY 
hymn e@ 1. a song of esp. HYGROMEILR 
Christian praise, @ @, /: praise 
or celebrate in hymns, [from Greek Aumnios] 
hymnal /him-nal/ 1. a hymn beok. 


hymn book ». a book of hymns. 


hyoscine #. 2 poisonous alkaloid found in plants of 


the nightshade family, and used as an 
antiemetic i mouon sickness and 
a preoperative medication for 
cxamination of the eve. 
hype! slaw @ x. cextray- 
deat or intensive pub- 
eity promotion, @ cf 
promote «a product) with 
eMravaganl pubheit, 
[20th-century coinage] 
hype? ». lane 1 a drug 
addict. 2 a hypocler- 
mic needle or injection. 
oO hyped up stimulated 
by or as if by a hypocler- 
mic injection, 


birch sawfly 
Cimbex Jemoratus) 


hyperspace 


ants) have two pairs of membranous wings 
joined by tiny hooks, with veins forming 
largish cells. Many species live in social 
groups, each rank fulfilling specific functions. 


OTHER TYPES OF HYMENOPTERAN 


IGHNEUMONS  / 
(Ambhyoppa 
fuscipennis) 7 


j 


SAWPEIES > 


WASPS 
common wasp 
(lespula vulgaris) 


ASG 
(unidentified species) 


hyper «dj. slang hyperactive, highly strung. 

hyper- /ve/ix meaning: I over. beyond, above (Ayper- 
plosical). 2 exceeding (hypersonic), 3 excessively; 
above normal Avperbole: hypersensitive; hyperinflation). 

hyperactive adj. (of a person, esp. a child) abnor- 
mally acuve. o hyperactivity 7. 

hyperbola /hy-per-b6-la/ 7. | p/. hyperbolas or 
hyperbolae /-lee/) Geom. the plane curve of two 
equal branches, produced when a cone is cut by a 
plane that makes a larger angle with the base than 
the side of the cone. & conte s.cuon. [from Greek 
huperbole ‘excess | 

hyperbole /hy-per-b6-li/ n. Rhel. an exaggerated 
statement not meant to be taken literally. a hyper- 
bolical ad. hyperbolically ade. 

hyperbolic adj. 1 Geom. of or relating to a hyper- 
bola. 2 Math. (of a function, e.g. a cosine) having 
the same-relation to a rectangulat hyperbola as the 
trigonometric functions do to a circle. 

hypercritical ad). excessively critical. 

hypercube x. a geometrical figure in four or 
more dimensions, Analogous to a cube in three 
dimensions. 

hyperglycaemia /hy-pcr-gly-see-mia/ n. (US 
hyperglycemia; an excess of glucose in the 
bloodstream, often associated with diabetes mellitus. 
0 hyperglycaemic ad). 

hypericum 7. any. shrub of the genus Hypericum 
with five-petalled yellow flowers. [from Greek 
hupereikon| 

hyperinflation ». monctary inflation at a very 
high rate. 

hyperkinesis 1”. \ fed. 1 muscle spasm. 2 a disorder 
of children marked by hyperactivity and inability 
to attend. [based on Greek fines ‘motion’] 
oO hyperkinetic ad), 

hyperlink e 7. a link from a hypertext document 
to another location, usu. activated by clicking on 
a highlighted word or image on the screen. @ vt 
link (data; in this way. 

hypermarket 7. Bri/, a very large self-service store. 

hypermedia 7). = sini 7. 

hyperphysical «/j. supernatural. 

hypersensitive «dj. excessively sensitive. 0 hyper- 
sensitivity 7. 

hypersonic adj. 1 relating to speeds of more than 
five times the speed of sound. 2 relating to sound 
fyequenicies above about a thousand million hertz. 
[on the pattern of supersonic. ultrasonic] 0 hyper- 
sonically «adv. 

hyperspace #7, space of more than three dimen- 
sions, esp. in science fiction) a notional space-time 
conunuum in which motion and communication 
at speeds greater than that of light are supposedly 
possible. 


hypertension 


hypertension 7. 1 abnormally high blood 
pressure. 2 a state of great emotional tension. 
O hypertensive adj. 

hypertext n. Computing a software system 
allowing extensive cross-referencing between 
related sections of text and associated 
graphic material. 

hyperthermia 7. Med. the condition of 
having a body temperature greatly above 
normal. [based on Greek thermé ‘heat’] 

hyperthyroidism 7. Med. overactivity of the 
thyroid gland, resulting in an increased rate 
of metabolism. 0 hyperthyroid ad). 

hypertonic adj. 1 (of muscles) having high 
tension. 2 (of a solution) having a greater 
osmotic pressure than another solution. 
© hypertonia ». (in sense 1). hypertonicity 7. 

hypertrophy 7. the enlargement of an organ or 
tissue from the increase in size of its cells. [based 
on Greek -trophia ‘nourishment’| 0 hypertrophic 
adj. hypertrophied ad). 

hyperventilation n. breathing at an abnormally 
rapid rate, 0 hyperventilate ini: 

hypha 7. (f/. hyphae /-fee/) a filament in the 
mycelium of a fungus. [from Greek huphé ‘web’] 
o hyphal ad). 

hyphen e 7. the sign (-) used to join words semanti- 
cally or syntactically (as in pick-me-up, rock-forming), 
to indicate the division of a word at the end of a 
line, or to indicate a missing or implied element 
(as in man- and womankind). @ vir 1 write (a 
compound word) with a hyphen. 2 join (words, 
with a hyphen. [from Greek Auphen ‘together’ | 

hyphenate 2/7, = HyrHen v. oO hyphenation n. 

hypno- comb. form sleep, hypnosis. [from Greek 
hupnos ‘sleep’ | 

hypnosis 7. 1 a state like sleep in which the subject 
acts only on external suggestion. 2 artificially 
produced sleep. {based on Greek hupnos ‘sleep’ | 

hypnotherapy 7. the treatment of discase hy 
hypnosis. D hypnotherapist 1. 

hypnotic e adj. 1 of or producing hypnosis. 
2 soporific. e n. 1 a thing that produces sleep. 
2 a person under or open to the influence of 
hypnotism, [based on Greek hupnoun “to put to 
sleep'| 0 hypnotically adi. 

hypnotism 2. the study or practice of hypnosis, 
o hypnotist ». 

hypnotize vf (also -ise) 1 produce hypnosis in. 
2 fascinate; capture the mind of. o hypnotizable ad. 


hypo! n. Pholog the chemical sodium thiosulphate- 


(incorrectly called hyposulphite) used as a photo- 
graphic fixer. 

hypo? z. (pl. -os) collog. = nyroneRauc. 2. 

hypo- prefix (before a vowel or h usu. 
hyp-) 1 under (hypodermic). 2 below 
normal (Aypoxia). 3 slightly (/Aypo- 
mania). 4 Chem. containing an element 
combined in low valence (/npoch/orous). 

hypo-allergenic adj. having little 
tendency, or a specially reduced ten- 
dency, to cause an allergic reaction. 


right angl 


heated bath 


hot air 


Sue hypocaust 


HYPOCAUST: GROSS-SECTION OF AN ANCIENT 
ROMAN HYPOCAUST 


hypocaust 7. Aa hollow space under the floor in 
ancient Roman houses. into which hot air was sent 
for heating a room or bath. [from Greek hupokaus- 
ton ‘place heated from below’ ] 

hypochlorite 7. Chem. a salt of hypochlorous acid. 

hypochlorous acid n. Chem. an unstable acid 
existing only in dilute solution and used in bleach- 
ing and water treatment. 

hypochondria 7. 1 abnormal anxiety about one’s 
health. 2 morbid depression without cause. [from 
Greek hupokhondria, the soft area below the ribs, 
supposed seat of melancholy] 

hypochondriac e 7. a person suffermg from 


hypochondria. @ adj. (also hypochondriacal) of 


or affected by hypochondria. 
hypocrisy ”. (//. -ies) 1 the making of false claims 
to virtue. 2 an instance of this. [from Greek Aupo- 
Arists ‘acting of a part | 
hypocrite /hip-6-krit/ n. a person given to hypocrisy. 
[from Greek hupokriés ‘actor’| 0 hypocritical ad). 
hypocritically adv. 
hypodermic e adj. \fed. 1 of or relating to the 
area beneath the skin. 2 a (of a drug etc. or its 
application) imjected beneath the skin. b (of a 
needle, syringe, etc.) used to do this. @ x. a hypo- 
dermic injection or syringe. [based on Greek derma 
‘skin | oO hypodermically ad. 
hypoglycaemia /liy-poh-gly-see-mia/ n. (US 
hypoglycemia) a deficiency of glucose in the 
bloodstream. 0 hypoglycaemic ad). 
hypomania 7. a minor form of mania. 0 hypo- 
manic «ad. 
hypotension ». abnormally low blood pressure. 
oc hypotensive ad). 
hypotenuse /hy-pot-i-newz/ 1. < the side oppo- 
site the right angle of a right-angled tnangle. 
hypotenuse [from Greek hupoteinousa (grammé) “sulb- 
j tending (line)’] 
hypothalamus 7. (//. -mi /-my/) 
Anal. » the region of the brain 
which controls body temper- 
ature, thirst, hunger. 
etc. BRAIN, LNDOCRINL. 


HYPOTENUSE oO hypothalamic ad). 


Sloor support 


brain 


Hz 


hypothermia 7. \Med. the condition of 
having an abnormally low body temperature. 
[based on Greek therme heat’ 

hypothesis /hy-poth-i-sis/ n. (pl. hypo- 
theses) a proposition or supposition made 
as the basis for reasoning or investigation. 
[from Greek hupothesis foundation’) 

hypothesize /hy-poth-i-syz/ »v. (also -1se) 
1 inir. frame a hypothesis. 2 i assume as a 
hypothesis. o hypothesizer 7. 

hypothetical adj. 1 of or based on or serving 
as a hypothesis. 2 supposed but not necessar- 
ily real or true. G hypothetically adv. 

hypothyroidism 7. Med. subnormal activity 
of the thyroid gland, resulting in creunism. 
ao hypothyroid n. & ad}. 

hypoventilation n. breathing at an abnormally 
slow rate. 


hypoxia n. Med. a deficiency of oxygen reaching 
the tissues. o hypoxic ad). 

hyrax 7. ¥ any small mammal of the order 

Hyracoidea. [from Greek 

hurax “shrew-mouse’] 


HYRAX: ROCK HYRAN 
(Procavia capensis) 


hyssop 7. any sinall bushy aromatic herb of the 
genus Hyssopus, esp. H. officinalis, formerly used 
medicinally, > Hts. [from Greek Ayssdpos] 

hysterectomy 1. (//. -ies) the surgical removal of 
the womb. [based on Greek Austera ‘womb’] 
a hysterectomize »./7, (also -ise). 

hysteresis 7, Physics a phenomenon whereby 
changes in an effect lag behind changes in its cause. 
[from Greek husterésis ‘being behind’ | 

hysteria 7. 1 a wild uncontrollable emotion or 
excitement. 2 a functional disturbance of the 
nervous system, of psychoneurotic origin, 

hysteric 7. 1 (in //.) aa fit of hysteria. b collog. over- 
whelming laughter (we eeere in hysterics). 2 a hysterical 

person. [from Greek hus 


hypothalamus terikos ‘of the womb’} 
hysterical ad. 1 of or 
a affected with hysteria. 
\ | 2 morbidly or uncontrol- 
| VE ledly emotonal. 3. caollog. 
Ps a extremely funny or amus- 
a ie ing, O hysterically adv. 
f Hz abbr. hertz. 
—s 
~ 


cerebellum 


HYPOTHALAMUS: THE 
HUMAN BRAIN SHOWING 
CHE HYPOTHALANICS 


10] 


I’ pn. (also i) (p/. Is or Ps) 1 the ninth letter of the 
alphabet. 2 (as a Roman numeral) one. 

1? pron. (obj. me: poss. my, mine; pl, we) used by a 
speaker or writer to refer to himself or herself: 
[Old English] 

1° abbr. (also 1.) Island(s), Isle(s). 

I* symb. 1 Chem. the element iodine. 2 electric 

“current. 

i symb. Math. the imaginary square root of minus 
one. 

iambic Prosody @ ad. of or using iambuses. @ 7. (usti. 
in p/.) rambic verse 

iambus 7.| //. iambuses or -bi /-by/) Prosody a foot 
consisting of one short (or unstressed) followed by 
one long (or stressed) syllable. [from Greek zambos| 

ib. var. of tnip. 

IBA abbr (in the UR) Independent Broadcasting 
Authority. 

I-beam 7. a girder of I-shaped section. 

Iberian e adj. of ancient Iberia, the peninsula 
now comprising Spain and Portugal; of Spain 
and Portugal. @ 7. 1 a native of ancient Iberia. 
2 any of the languages of ancient Iberia. [based 
on Greek /6ée) ‘Spaniards’ } 

ibex 7. (p/. tbexes) a wild goat, Capra ibex, esp. 
of mountainous areas of Europe, N. Africa, and 
Asia, with thick curved ridged horns. [Latin] 

ibid. abbr. (also ib.) in the same book or passage etc. 
[Latin zidem “in the samme place’ 

ibis x. (f/. ibises); ¥ any wading hird of the 
family Threskiornithidae with a long down-curved 
bul. [from Greek] 


IBIS; 
SC ARLE DP IBIS 
tEudocimus ruber 


ibuprofen /J-hew-proh-lén/ 7. an analgesic and 
ant-inflammatory drug used esp. as a stronger 
alternative to aspirin. 

i/e abbr 1 in charge. 2 in command. 

ICBM ah). intercontmental ballistic missile. 

ice @ 7. 1 a frozen water, a brittle transparent crys- 
talline solid. b a sheet of this on the surface of 
water | fell through the ice). 2 Brit. a portion of ice 
ercam or water ice (eould you like an ice?). 3 slang 
diamonds. @ 7 Tf, mix with or cool in ice uced 
drinks). 2b. & inh. a cover or become covered with 
ice. b freeze. 3 6. cover ia cake ete.) with icing, Don 
thin ice in a risky situation. [Old Enelish| 

ice age 7. a glacial periocl. 

ice axe 7. a tool used by mountain climbers for 

cutting footholds. 


[ule 


ICEBERG 


In the southern hemisphere, broad, tabular 
icebergs are formed when sections detach 
themselves from the floating edges of the 
ice sheets that extend from Antarctica. 

In the northern hemisphere, icebergs form 


SOUTHERN-HIEMISPHERE ICEBERG 


glacier 
CTEVASSC 
i | 
: 2 
; Peas v= a Rr, tabular 
i By Be iceberg 
4 
‘ 
| 
snout / 
coastal shelf , 
sea level / 


iceberg n. A a large floating mass of ice detached 
from a glacier or ice sheet and carried out to 
sea, 0 the tip of the iceberg a small percepti- 
ble part of something, the greater part of which 
is hidden. 

iceberg lettuce 7. any of various crisp lettuces 
with a freely blanching head. 

iceblock 7. Austral. & NO = ict. ous. 

ice blue e 7. a very pale blue colour. @ adj. (hyphen- 
ated when alirib.) of this colour. 

ice-boat n. 1 a boat mounted on runners for 
travelling on ice. 2 a boat used for breaking ice on 
a river etc. 

ice-bound adj, confined by ice. 

icebox n. a compartment in a refrigerator for 
making and storing ice. 

ice-breaker 7. 1 = we-po\i 2. 2 something that 
serves to relieve inhibitions, start a conversation, ete. 

ice bucket 7. a bucket-like contamer with chunks 

of ice, used either to keep a bottle of wine chilled 
or to hold ice for drinks. 

ice cap 7. a permanent covering of ice. 

ice-cold adj. as cold as ice. 
ice cream #7, a sweet creamy frozen food, 
ice cube 7. a small block of ice 

made in a refrigerator. 

ice dancing 2. ice-skating to 
choreographed dance moves, 
esp. competitively and im pairs, 

iced lolly var. of 1.1. .oun. 

ice floe n.= 1101. 

ice hockey n. a form of hockey played on ice 
with a puck. & Hock) 

Icelander 7. 1 a native or national of Iecland, an 
island in the N. Atlantic. 2 a person of Icelandic 
descent. 

Icelandic e «ij. of or relating to Iceland. e ». the 
laneuage of Iceland. 


ice lolly 7. (also iced lolly) Bri. a picce of 


flavoured ice on a stick. 

iceman 7. (//,-men, La man skilled in crossing ice. 
2 esp. Vo Amer a man who sells or delivers ice. 

ice pack n. a quanuty of ice applied to the body for 
medical etc. purposes. 

ice pick 7. a needle-like implement with a hanclle 
for splitting up small pieces of ice. 

ice rink 7. = xink |. 

ice sheet 7. a permanent layer of ice covering an 
extensive tract of land. 

ice-skate e 7. a skate consisting of a boot with a 


when wind and tidal action cause large 
chunks of ice to break away from glaciers. 

All icebergs are made up of frozen fresh | 
water, as opposed to sea water, and only the | 
top 12 per cent is visible above sea level. 


NORTHERN-HEMISPHERE ICEBERG 


wreenlarly 


shaped iceberg 


glacier 


sea level F 


seabed 


blade beneath, for skating on ice. @ mir skate on 
ice. G ice-skater 7. ice-skating 7. 

ice station 7. a meteorological research centre in 
polar regions. 

I Ching 7. an ancient Chinese manual of divination 
hased on symbolic trigrams and hexagrams. 
[from Chinese ying ‘book of changes’] 

ichneumon /ik-new-m6n/ n. 1 (in full ichneu- 
mon wasp) any small hymenopterous insect of 
the family Ichneumonidae, depositing eggs in or 
on the larva of another insect as food for its 
own larva. > ovtposiror. 2 a mongoose of N. Africa, 
Herpestes ithneumon, Noted for destroymg crocodile 
eggs, [from Greek ikhneumon, literally ‘tracker’, 
a spider-hunting wasp] 

ichthyo- /ik-thi-ohA comb. form fish. [from Greek 
ikhthus ‘fish’ ] 

ichthyology /ik-thi-ol-6ji/ x. the study of fishes. 

3 Saeed ; 
oichthyological adj. ichthyologist 7. 
ichthyosaurus /ik-t)i-6-sor-iis/ n. (also ichthyo- 
saur) ¥ any extinct marine reptile of the order 
Ichthyosauria, with four flippers. [from Greek 
thhthus “fish? + sauros ‘lizard’ | 


ICHTHYOSAURUS:? TOSSILIZED ICHTHYOSAURUS 
SKELETON Uchthyosaurus megacephalus) 


icicle n. a hanging tapering piece of ice, for med by 
the freezing of dripping water. [Middle English] 

icing 7. a coating of a sugar mixture on a cake or 
biscuit. G icing on the cake an attractive though 
inessential addition or enhancement. 

icing sugar #7. Bri. finely powdered sugar. 

icky adj. colloy., chiefly \. Amer, 1 unpleasantly 
sucky. 2 distastefully sentimental. [perhaps related 
to sick or to the child's word zckle ‘litde’| 

icon #. (also ikon) 1 a devotional painting or carv- 
ing of Christ or another holy figure, esp. in the 
Eastern Church. © tconostasts. 2 an image or 
statue. 3 Computing a symbol or graphic represen- 
tauion on a VDU screen of a program, option, or 
window. 4 an object of particular admiration, esp. 


iconic 


as a representative symbol of something (a literary 
icon of the 1970s). [from Greek etkon ‘image’] 

iconic adj. 1 of or having the nature of an image or 
portrait. 2 (of a statuc) following a conventional 
type. 0 iconicity 7. 

iconify vl. Computing reduce (a window on a vot 
screen) to an icon. 

iconoclasm 7. 1 the breaking of images. 2 the 
assailing of cherished beliefs. 

iconoclast n. 1 a person who attacks cherished 
beliefs. 2 a person who destroys images used in reli- 
gious worship. [from ecclesiastical Greek eikonok- 
lastés, literally ‘icon breaker’] 0 iconoclastic ad). 

iconography 7. (//. -ies) 1 the illustration of a 
subject by drawings or figures. 2 a the study of 
portraits, esp. of an individual. b the study of artis- 
tic images or symbols. [from Greek ekonographia 
‘sketch’] O iconographer n. iconographic ad). 
iconographical adj. iconographically adv. 

iconostasis 7. (//. iconostases) ¥ (in the Eastern 
Church) a screen bearing icons and separating the 
sanctuary from the nave. 


doorway to 
Sanctuary | 
iconostasis 


ICONOSTASIS IN A |YTH-CENTURY 
GRELK CHURCH 


icosahedron 1. (//. icosahedra or icosahe- 
drons) < a solid figure with twenty 

faces. [based on Greek  eikosi 

‘twenty | O icosahedral ad). 


icy adj. (icier, iciest) 
1 verv cold. 2 covered 
with or abounding in 


ice. 3 unfriendly, hostile. 

icily adv. iciness 1. 

ID abbr. identification, 
identity (LD card}. 

Vd contr 1 1 had. 
should: I would. 

id xn. Psychol. the inherited 
instinctive impulses of the indivicual as part of the 
unconscious. [Latin, literally ‘that’| 

idea 7. 1 a plan formed by mental eflort (have vou am 
ideas?: had the idea of writing a book). 2 a a mental 
impression; a concept. b a vague belief had an idea 
you zeere married; had no idea where you were). 3 an mten- 
‘tion, purpose, or essential feature (the idea ts lo make 
money). 4 an archetype or pattern, O have no idea 
collog. 1 not know at all. 2 be completely incompe- 
tent. [Greek, literally ‘form, pattern’ | 

ideal e adj. 1 a answering to one’s highest concep- 
tion. b perfect. 2 a existing only in idea. b vision- 
arv. 3 cmbodying an idea. 4 relatmg to or 
cousistine of ideas; dependent on the mind. @ 7. 
1 a perfect type. or a conception of this. 2 an actual 
thing as a standard for imitation. {irom Late Latm 
idealis| 0 ideality n. (pl. -ies). ideally ade. 

idealism n. 1 the practice of forming or following 
after ideals, esp. unrealistically. 2 the representation 


J 


ICOSAHEDRON 


of things in ideal form. 3 imaginative treatment. 
Didealist n. idealistic ad. idealistically adv. 

idealize v./7, (also -ise) 1 regard or represent in 
ideal form or character. 2 exalt in thought to ideal 
perfection. 0 idealization n. idealizer n. 

idée fixe /ee-day feeks/ n. (pl. idées fixes pronunc. 
same) an idea that dominates the mind; an obses- 
sion. [French, literally ‘fixed idea’] 

identical adj. 1 (of different things) agreeing in 
every detail. 2 (of one thing viewed at different 
times) one and the same. 3 (of twins) developed 
from a single fertilizecl ovum, therefore of the same 
sex and usu. very similar in appearance. | 
{from medieval Latin identicus] D identically ado. 

identification n. 1 the act or an instance of 
identifying, 2 a means of identifying a person. | 
3 (attrib) serving to idently (¢dentification card). 

identification parade 7. Bri. an assembly of 
persons from whom a suspect is to be identified. 

identify « (-ies, -ied) 1 / establish the identity 
of, recognize. 2 é establish or select by consider- 
ation (identify the best method of solving the problem). 
3 fr. (foll. by with) associate (a person or oneself’) 
inseparably or very closely (with a party, policy, 
etc.). 4 é treat (a thing) as identical. 5 zér. (fol. 
by with) a regard oneself as sharing characterisucs 
of (another person). b associate oneself. [from 
medieval Latin identificare]| O identifiable ad). 
identifiably ad. identifier n. 

identikit n. (often altnb.) prop. a reconstructed 
picture of a person (esp. one sought by the police) 
assembled from transparent strips showing typical 
facial features according to witnesses’ descriptions. 

identity n. (p/. -ies) 1 a the quality or condition 
of being a specified person or thing. b individuality, 
persone ality | ‘felt he had lost his dentity). 2 identitica- 
tion or the result of it (a case of mistaken identity; iden- 
lity card). 3 absolute sameness (no identify of interests 
beticven them). 4 Algebra a the equality of two expres- 
sionse for all values of the quantities expressed 
by letters. b an equation expressing this. 5 .Vath. 
a (in full identity element) an element in a set, 
left unchanged by any operation to it. b a trans- 
formation that leaves an object unchanged. 
[based on Latin ‘dem ‘same’] 

identity crisis 1. a period during which an indi- 
vidual experiences a feeling of loss or breakdown 
of his or her identity. 

identity parade 2. Bri/. = iN iinicavion Pre. 

ideogram ». ¥ a character symbolizing the idea ol 
a thing without indicating the sequence of sounds 
in its name (e.g, a numeral. and many Chinese 
characters). [based on Greek idea ‘form’ | 


ROMAN NUMERAL 
TANG): 


HIRES ESOENREVG THI 
LOR 


IRLL 


AIRPORI 
SYMBO) 


WHET LOHALR 
NGS S SiG: 


IDEOGRAMS 


ideograph 7. = iio rt. O ideographic ad) 
ideography 1. 

ideologue n. 1 a theorist; a visionary. 2 an adherent 
of an ideology. 

ideology 7. (//. -ies) 1 the system of ideas at the 
basis of an economic or political theory UVarwv 


ideology). 2 the manner of thinking characteristic 


iffy 


of a class or individual (bourgeors ideology). [based 
on Greek idea ‘form’]) O ideological ad). 
ideologically adi. ideologist n. 

ides n.pl. the eighth day after the nones in the 
ancient Roman calendar (the 15th day of March, 
May, July, October, the 13th of other months). 
[from Latin edus] 

idiocy n. (fl. -ies) 1 utter foolishness; idiotic 
behaviour or action. 2 extremely low intelligence. 

idiolect 7. the speech habits pecuhar to a particular 
person. [from Greek idios ‘own, distinct’ + -lect as in 
dialect! 

idiom ». 1 a group of words established by usage 
and haying a meaning not deducible from those of 
the individual words (as in over the Moon, see the light). 
2 a form of expression peculiar to a language, 
person, or group of people. 3 a the language of a 
people or country. b the specific character of this. 
4 a characteristic mode of expression in music, art, 
etc. [from Greek idioma ‘private property’] 

idiomatic adj. 1 relating to or conforming to 
idiom. 2 characteristic of a particular language. 
Oo idiomatically adv. 

idiosyncrasy 7. (}/. -ies) 1 a mental constitution, 
view, or feeling, or mode of behaviour, peculiar to 
a person. 2 anything highly individualized or 
eccentric. 3 a mode of expression peculiar to an 
author. [from Greek idios ‘own’ + sun ‘together’ + 
krasis ‘mixture’| 0 idiosyncratic adj. idiosyn- 
cratically adv. 

idiot n. 1 collog. a stupid person. 2 a person 
of extremely low intelligence. [from Greek 
idiatés ‘layman, ignorant person’] 0 idiotic ad). 
idiotically adv. 

idle e adj. (idler, idlest) 1 lazy, indolent. 2 not in 
use; not working. 3 (of time etc.) unoccupied. 
4 having no special basis or purpose (/dle rumour, idle 
curiosity). 5 useless. 6 (of an action, thought, o1 
word) ineffective, worthless, vain. @ v. 1 a ant (of an 
engine) run slowly without doing any work. b /. 
cause (an engine) to idle. 2 intr, be idle. 3 @ (foll. by 
may) pass (time ete.) in idleness. [Old English ide/ 
‘empty, useless] G idleness n. idler ». idly ado. 

idol n. 1 an image of a deity etc. used as an 
object of worship. 2 an object of great adulation 
(cinema idol), [from Greek eidélon ‘phantom’| 

idolatry x. 1 the worship of idols. 2 great adulation. 
c idolater wv. idolatrous ad. 

idolize 1/7, (also -ise) 1 venerate or love excessively. 
2 make an idol of. 0 idolization n. idolizer 2. 

idyll /id-il/ 7. (also idyl) 1 a short description in 
verse or prose of a picturesque scene or incident, 
esp. in rustic life. 2 an episode suitable for such 
treatment, usu, a love story. 3 a blissful period or 
scene. [from Greek eidu/lion ‘little form’ | 

idyllic adj. 1 blissfully peaceful and happy. 2 of «1 
like an idyll. gidyllically adz. 

i.e. abbr. that 1s to say. [Latin cd est| 

if @ ¢onj. 1 introducing a conditional clause: a on the 
condition or supposition that; in the event that 
(Wf he comes I will tell him; if you are tired we will rest). 
b (with past tense) implying that the condition is 
not fulfilled (Vf 7 were you: if I knew I would say) 
2 even though (JU finish it, if it takes me all day). 
3 whenever (if Jam not sure I ash). 4 whether (see i 
you can find it). 5 a expressing wish or surprise (if 1 
could just inv, if it isn't my old hat!). b expressing a 
request (if you wouldn't mind opening the door?). 6 and 
perhaps not ly if atall\. 7 (with reduction of 
a conditional clause to its significant word) if there 
isoritis ete (look little if any). 8 despite being \a useful 
if cumbersone device), @ nN. a condition or supposition 
tuo many ifs aboul it). 0 if anything perhaps even 
(if anything, its too large: of 
easter). if only Leven if for no other reason than 
Pil come if only to see her). 2 yotten ellipt.) an expr 
sion of regret (7f only [had thought of tv if only Te 

.if so a. that is the case. [Old English] 

1 uncertain, doubtlul 


ery rare 


anything, he finds maths 


Nee cell : 
iffy ad). .iffier, iffiest 


2 of questionable quality 


colloy. 


igloo 


igloo n. an Eskimo dome-shaped dwelling. esp. one 
built of blocks of snow. [Eskimo, literally “house’| 

igneous «dj. 1 of fire; fiery. 2 Geol. » (esp. of rocks) 
volcanic. > xock cycit. [based on Latin ignis “fire’] 

ignite v. 1 i: set fire to. 2 inir catch fire. 3 t Chem. 
heat to the point of combustion or chemical 
change. 4 ¢ provoke or excite (feelings etc.). [based 
on Latin ignilus ‘on fire] oO ignitability xn. 
ignitable ad). 

igniter n. 1 a device for igniting a fuel mixture in 
an engine. > rocket. 2 a device for causing an 
electric arc. 

ignition 7. 1 a mechanism for, or the action of, 
starting the combustion of mixture in the cylinder 
of an internal-combustion engme. 2 the act or an 
instance of igniting or being ignited. 

ignition key 2. a key to operate the ignition of a 
motor vehicle. 

ignoble adj. (ignobler, ignoblest) 1 dishon- 
ourable. 2 of low birth, position, or reputation. 
[from Latin gnobilis| 0D ignobility n. ignobly ad. 

ignominious adj. f causing or deserving ignominy. 
2 humiliating, G ignominiously ad. ignomin- 
iousness /. 


ignominy 1”, dishonour, infamy. [from Latin zenaminia] 

ignoramus i, (//. ignoramuses) an ignorant 
person. [Latin, literally “we do not know’: earlier in 
legal use] 

ignorance 7. lack of knowledge. 

ignorant ad). 1 a lacking knowledge or experience. 
b (foll. by of mm) uninformed (about a fact or 
subject). 2 collog. uncouth. [from Latin ignoran!- “not 
knowing |] 0 ignorantly adi: 


e Usage It is better to follow jenorant by of a fact 
etc.) or iz (a subject etc.) than abou, eg Twas 
zenorant of my rights; [am ignorant in these matters. 


ignore ¢:/r 1 refuse to take notice of. 2 intentionally 
disregard. [from Latin jenvran “to ignore, not 
know | Dignorable qd). 

iguana 7. ¥ any of various large lizards of the 

family Iguanidae, having a spiny crest 

along the back. & 117 \kv. [from 

Carib wana] 


IGUANA: 

COMMON 
IU ANA 

Tenana iguana 


iguanodon ». a large, partly bipedal herbivorous 
dinosaur of the Cretaceous period, with a broad 
suff tail and a spike on each thumb. ¢ 
based on Greek odons odontos ‘tooth’, its 
resembling those of the iguana] 


YWNOSATR 


teeth 


ikebana /j-ki-bah-na/ 2. the art of Japanese flower 
arrangement, with formal display according to 
strict rules. { Japanese, literally “living flowers’ | 

ikon var. of eos 

ie prefix assim. form of 1- before /. 

ilang-ilang \ ar. of y1 \Wo-vinn 

lea p/. of niax 

ileum ».; //. lea) Ana/. ® the third and last portion 
of the small mtestine. & iniisiint 

ilex 7, L any tree or shrub of the genus fer, 
common holly, 2 the holm-oak. [Latin| 

ilia p/. of nx 


{ p the 


hod 


IGNEOUS 


Molten magma cooling slowly within 
batholiths and other intrusions creates 
coarse- and intermediate-grained igneous 
rocks, such as granite and dolerite. The 
finer-grained basalt is commonly formed 
by volcanic lava cooling more quickly on 
the Earth’s surface. Lava that is subject to 
a very rapid chilling gives rise to obsidian, 
which is composed of crystals so small that 
the rock’s appearance is of smooth glass. 


| EXAMPLES OF IGNEOUS ROCKS - 


DOERR TE PINK GRANITE 


iliac adj. of the lower body or ilium (hac artery) 
> carpiovascuar. [from Late Latin lacus] 

tlium 7. (//. ilia) 1 the bone forming the upper part 
of each half of the human pelvis, > Hip jornt, sKEL- 
ron. 2 the corresponding bone in animals. [Latin] 

ik 1. 1 collog.. usu. derog. a family, class, sort, or kind 
( for John and his ilk there is only one kind of music) 
2 in of that ik; Sc. of the same place, estate, 
or name (Guthrie of that wk = of Guthrie). [Old 
English t/ca ‘same’] 


a Usage (/ thal i/k is a Scots term meaning ‘of the 
same place, estate, or name’. By misunderstanding 

uk has come to mean ‘family’ or ‘sort’. This 
should be avoided 1n formal English. 


PU contr V shall: Twill. 


health; sick (23 W// was taken ill with pneumonia; mentally 
ll people : 
luck). 3 harmeéul (¢// effects). 4 hostile. unkind (7// feel- 


manners or conduct) improper. @ adi. 1 badly, wronel, 
(WL matched ), 2 a imperfectly (i/l-prowided ). b scarcely 
(can ul afford to do ws, 3 unfavourably (if would have 
gone wl with them), @ x. 1 injury, harm. 2 evil. o ill at 
ease embarrassed, uneasy. speak ill of say some- 
thing unfavourable about. [from Old Norse i//r| 


m Usage The use of ///to mean ‘vomiting’ or ‘tend- 
ing to vomit, as in He was outside being ill is non- 
standard. See also Usage Note at sick! 


SETONN 


muscle layers 
membrane ‘ uy | 


mucosa layer“ villus 
ILEUM? CUTAWAY SECTION 
OL THE HUMAN ILEUM 


hatholith / 


\ 


ill @ adj. (atirth, except in sense 1) 1 (usu. predic.) out of 
2 wretched, unfavourable (ll fortune; ill 


meg). 5 faulty, unskilful (2// taste; il] management). 6 (of 


ill-prepared 


SECTION OF THE EARTH’S GRUST SHOWING 


VOLCANIC FEATURES : | 
volcanic 


lava flow - 4, plume 


rs . 


faccolith magma chamber 


| 
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BASALT SNOWELAKEL OBSIDIAN 


ill-advised adj. 1 (of a person) foolish or impru- 
dent. 2 (of a plan etc.) not well formed or 
considered. 

ill-assorted adj. not well matched. 

ill-behaved «adj. having bad manners or conduct. 

ill-bred ad. badly brought up; rude. 

ill-conceived adj. badly planned or conceived. 

ill-considered adj. = i1..-\pvise 2. 

ill-defined a7}. not clearly defined. 

ill-disposed ad. +1 unfavourably 
2 malevolent. Fs 

illegal ad. 1 not “legal. 2 contrary to law. 
Dillegality nx. | p/. -ies). legally adv, 

illegible ad. not legible. o illegibility n. ileg- 
ibly adv. 

illegitimate adj. 1 (of a child) born of parents 
not married to ‘each other. 2 a unlawful, 
b abnormal. 3 improper. 4 wrongly inferred. 
oillegitimacy n. legitimately «adi. 

ill-equipped ad. not adequately equipped or 
qualified. 

ill-fated adj. destined to or bringing bad fortune. 

ill-favoured «ad. (US ill-favored) unattractive. 

ill feeling 7. bad feeling; animosity. 

ill-fitting adj. fitting badly. 

ill-founded «dj. (of an idea etc.) baseless. 

ill-gotten adj. gained by wicked or unlawful means. 

ill health 2. poor physical or mental condition. 

ill humour ». irritability. o i-humoured ad. 

illiberal adj. 1 intolerant, narrow-minded. 2 with- 
out liberal culture. 3 not generous; stingy. 4 vulgar, 
sordid. 0 illiberality n. | //. -ies). liberally adz. 
[from Latin ilheralis ‘mean, sordid’| 

Uhicit ad). unlawful, forbidden (illicit 
Dillicitly adi. illicitness n. 

illimitable a7). limitless. 

ill-informed adj. inadequately informed. 

illiterate e adj. 1 unable to read. 2 uneducated. 
@ 7. an illiterate person, 0 illiteracy n. 

ill-judged adj, unwise; badly considered. 

ill-mannered adj. haying bad manners; rude. 

ill-matched adj. badly matched: unsuited. 


il nature »). 
natured «dj. 


disposed. 


dealings). 


churlishness. unkindness. o ill- 


illness n. 1 a clisease. 2 the state of being ill, 
iWlogical ad. devoid of or contrary to logic. 
o Wogicality n. | p/. -ies). illogically ad: 
ill-omened aij. attended by bad omens. 
ill-prepared qj. \adly or inadequately prepared. 


ill-starred 


immolate 


ill-starred adj. unlucky; destined to failure. 

ill-suited ad. 1 not suited to doing something; 
unsuitable. 2 inappropriate. 

ill temper 7, moroseness. 0 ill-tempered ad). 

ill-timed ad. done or occurring at an inappropri- 
ate time. 

ill-treat v./, treat badly; abuse. 0 iJ-treatment n. 

illuminance n. Physics the amount of luminous 
flux per unit area. 

illuminate wiz, 1 light up; make bright. 2 decorate 
(buildings etc.) with lights. 3 w decorate (an initial 


letter, a manuscript, etc.) with gold, silver, or brilliant , 


colours. 4 help to explain (a subject etc.). 5 en- 
hghten spiritually or intellectually. 6 shed lustre on. 
[based on Latin dluminatus ‘brightened’] 0 illumi- 
nating aj. illuminatingly adv. illuminative ad). 
illuminator 7. 


ill wind n. an unfavourable or untoward circum- 
stance (with reference to the proverb it’s an ill wind 
that blows nobody good). 

im- prefix assim. form of 1n- before 6, m, p. 

image e 7. 1 a representation of the external form 
of a person or thing in sculpture, painting, etc. 
2 the character or reputation of a person or thing 
as generally perceived. 3 an optical appearance 
or counterpart produced by light or other radiation 
from an object reflected in a mirror, refracted 
through a lens, etc. 4 semblance, likeness (God 
created man in His own image). 5 a person or thing 
that closely resembles another (is the image of his 
Sather). 6 a typical example. 7 a simile or metaphor. 
8 a a mental representation. b an idea or concep- 
tion. 9 Math. a set formed by mapping from 
another set. @ u/z 1 make an image of: portray. 

2 reflect, mirror. 3 describe or imagine 

vividly. 4 typify. [from Latin imago| 


| 


image-maker 7. a person employed 


imitative adj. 1 (often foll. by of) imitating; follow- 
ing a model or example. 2 counterfeit. 3 (of a word) 
a that reproduces a natural sound (e.g. fizz). 
b whose sound is thought to correspond to the 
appearance etc. of the object or action described 
(e.g. blob). 

immaculate ad. 1 perfectly clean and udy. 
2 perfectly executed (an wmmaculate performance). 
3 free from fault; innocent. [from Latin immaculatus] 
Oimmaculately adv. 

Immaculate Conception 7. RC Ch. the doctrine 
that God preserved the Virgin Mary from the taint 
of original sin from the moment she was conceived. 

immanent adj. 1 present within, inherent. 2 (of 
the supreme being) permanently pervading the 
universe. [from Late Latin immanent ‘remaining 
within’] 0 smmanence 7. 

immaterial adj. 1 of no essential consequence; 
unimportant. 2 not material; incorporeal. 

immature adj. 1 not mature or fully developed. 


to create a public image for a politi- 
clan, product, etc. 
image processing 7. 


me tuba Defercrune fier fein ot 
E x. Mery Offa nea fieceer ae: 
“mac qnifanrfupbiam: quiogne . 


2 lacking emotional or intellectual development. 


3 unripe. O immaturely adv. immaturity 7. 


rrarffus fam arforun tanur the analysis 


cone mau: <a bi and manipulation of an image. immeasurable adj. not measurable; immense 
i ay \ STH : 2 o immeasurably adv. 
peace ane Niet SAHA c image processor 7. : ‘ 
fore gontus mc olicicos immediate adj. 1 occurrmg or done at once 


imagery 7. 1 figurative illustration, 
esp. as used by an author. 2 nmages 


OUI CAN UNL AS ae 
Init Ets fe pacano folmupimis: 
eS frum fiercnicamat mmialio. 


(an immediate reply). 2 nearest, next; not separated by 


5 wy f : Ages 3 5 3 
sere others (the immediate vicinity, the immediate future, my 


Oe means 


damormenfaa 


[folmains 9m ert. 


ILLUMINATE: |4TH-CENTURY 
ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT 
illuminati 7.p/. persons claiming to possess special 
knowledge or enlightenment. 

illumination 7, 1 the ‘act or process of illuminat- 
ing. 2 (in p/.) lights used in decorating a street, 
building, etc. 

illumine wir fierary 1 light up; make bright. 
2 enlighten spiritually. [from Latin (as itnuminare)] 

ill use z. ill-treatment. 

illusion 7. 1 deception, delusion. 2 a misapprehen- 
sion of the true state of affairs. 3 a the faulty 
perception of an object. b an instance of this. 
4 a figment of the imagination. 5 = ovTic.\L ILLUSION. 
d be under the illusion (foll. by thai + claus 
believe mistakenly. [from Latin 2/lusio ‘mockery’ | 
Oillusional ad). 

illusionist 7. a conjuror. o illusionism n. illu- 
sionistic adj. 

illusive adj. = w1usory. 

illusory adj. 1 deceptive (esp. as revards value or 
content). 2 having the character of an illusion. 
oillusorily ad. 

illustrate (7, 1 a provide (a book, newspaper, etc.) 
with pictures. b elucidate (a descripuon etc.) by 
drawings or pictures. 2 serve as an example of 
3 explain or make clear, esp. by examples. [origi- 
nally in sense ‘to light up’: from Latin i//ustrare| 

illustration 7. 1 a drawing or picture illustrating a 
book, magazine article, etc. 2 an example serving 
to elucidate. 3 the act or an instance of illustrating. 
oillustrational ad). 

illustrative adj. 
example. 

illustrator 7. a person who makes illustrations, esp. 
for magazines, books, advertising copy, ctc. 


ill-use wt: 


serving as an explanation or 


illustrious adj. distinguished, renowned. [from 
Latin illustris| 


ill will 7. bad feeling: animosity. 


rgulattna facts fiun feet pallor 


ora die eepolnabantih mime 
POLO FQuilapabancmeapucr 
ifn nae ee 


collectively. 3 statuary, carving. 
4 mental images collectively. 
imaginable adj. that can be im- 
agined (the greatest difficulty imaginable). 
imaginary adj. 1 existing only in the 
imagination. 2 Afath. being the 
square root of a negative quantity. 
imagination 7. 1 a mental faculty 
forming images or concepts of objects 
not present to the senses. 2 the ability 
of the mind to be creative or resource- 
ful. 3 the process of imagining. 
¢ imaginative ad. 1 having or show- 
ing imagination. 2 given to using the imagination. 
imaginatively adv. 
imagine w./: 1 a form a mental image or concept 
of. b picture to oneself. 2 think or conceive (imagined 
them to be soldiers). 3 guess (cannot imagine what they are 
doing). 4 suppose; be of the opinion (J imagine you will 
need help). [from Latin imaginar’] O pmaginer n. 


imagines 7. of inco. 

imaginings 7... fancies, fantasies. 

imago /i-may-goh/ n. (pl. -os or imagines 
/i-maj-i-neez/) ool. the fully developed stage of 
an insect after all metamorphoses, e.g. a butterfly 
or beetle. > meramorrxosis. [Latin, literally ‘image’] 

imam /im-ahm/ 7. 1 a leader of prayers in a 
mosque. 2 a title of various Muslim leaders. [from 
Arabic] 0 imamate n. 

imbalance ». 1 lack of balance. 2 disproportion. 

imbecile e 7. collog. a stupid person. @ adj. mentally 
weak; idiotic. [earlier in sense ‘physically weak’: 
from Latin imébecillus ‘without a staff’| 0 imbecilic 
adj. imbecility n. ( p/. -ies). 

imbed yar. of ren. 

imbibe 7.¢, 1 (also absol.) drink (esp. alcoholic 
liquor). 2 a assimilate (ideas etc.). b absorb (mois- 
ture etc.). 3 inhale (air etc.). [from Latin imbibere| 
0 imbiber 7. imbibition 2. 

imbricate ad}. (also imbricated) Jechnical arranged 
in an overlapping manner like roof tiles. [from 
Latin imbricare “cover with roof tiles’] 

imbroglio /im-broh-li-oh/ 2. (p/. -os) a confused 
situation. [Italian. literally ‘an entangling’) 

imbue 7./, (imbues, imbued, imbuing) 1 inspire 
or permeate (with feelings, qualities, etc.). 2 sat- 
urate. 3 dye. [based on Latin imbutus ‘moistened’ | 

IMF abbr. International Monetary Fund. 

imitate vi 1 follow the example of; copy the 
action(s) of. 2 mimic. 3 make a copy of; reproduce. 
[based on Latin nitatus ‘copied’| 0 imitator 7. 

imitation 7. 1 the act or an instance of imitating or 
being imitated. 2 a copy. 


immediate neighbour). 3 most pressing or urgent 
(our immediate concern was to get him to hosfrtal). 
4 having direct effect; without an intervening 
medium or agency (the immediate cause of death). 
[from Late Latin zmmediatus| 0 immediacy n. 
immediately e adv. 1 without pause or delay. 
2 without intermediary. @ conj. esp. Brit. as soon as. 
immemorial ad. 1 ancient beyond memory or 
record. 2 very old. oO smmemorially adz. 

immense ad. 1 immeasurably large; huge. 
2 considerable {made an immense difference). 3. collog. 
very good. [from Latin wmmensus ‘unmeasured’] 
oO immenseness /. immensity 7. 


immensely ad. 1 very much 
immensely). 2 to an immense degree. 

immerse v./7. 1 a dip, plunge. b cause (a person) to 
be completely under water. 2 absorb or involve 
deeply. 3 bury, embed. [based on Latin immersus 
‘inimersed’| 


(enjoyed myself 


immersion 7. 1 immersing or being immersed. 
2 baptism by immersing the whole person in water. 
3 mental absorption. 

immersion heater 7. an electric heater designed 
for direct immersion in a liquid to be heated, esp. as 
a fixture in a hot water tank. 

immigrant @ 7. a person who immigrates. @ ad). 
1 immigrating. 2 of or concerning immigrants. 

immigrate v. 1 mir, come as a permanent resident 
to a country other than one’s native land. 2 #: bring 
in (a person) as an immigrant. 0 immigration 7. 

imminent ad). impending; about to happen. [from 
Latin immineni- ‘overhanging’| 0 imminence n. 
imminently adv. 


immiscible adj. (often foll. by with) that cannot be 
mixed. 

immobile ad. 1 not moving. 2 not able to move or 
be moved. 0 immobility n. 

immobilize wiz (also -ise) 1 make or keep 


immobile. 2 make (esp. a vehicle or troops) in- 
capable of being moved. 3 keep (a limb or patient) 
restricted in movement for healing purposes. 
4 restrict the free movement of. 5 withdraw (coins) 
from circulation to support banknotes. 0 immobi- 
lization n. immobilizer n. 

immoderate adj. excessive; lacking moderation. 
Oimmoderately cd. immoderation n. 

immodest ad). 1 lacking modesty; forward, impu- 
dent. 2 lacking due decency. 9 immodestly adi 
immodesty 7. 

immolate 7.4: 1 kill or offer as a sacrifice. 2 /iterary 
sacrifice (a valued thing). [based on Latin mmmolatus 
‘sprinkled with sacrificial meal’] 0 immolation 1. 


immoral 


immoral adj. 1 not conforming to accepted stan- 
dards of morality (cf amor). 2 morally wrong | 
(esp. in sexual matters). 3 depraved, clissolute. 
aimmorality 2. (//. -ies). immorally ado. 

immortal e ad). 1 a living for ever; not mortal. 
b divine. 2 unfacling, 3 likely or worthy to be 
famous for all tune. @ 7, 1 a an immortal being. 
bin p/.) the gods of antiquity. 2 a person of endur- 
ing fame. 0 immortality n. immortalize 7/7. 
also -1se). immortalization 7. 

immortelle ». a flower of the daisy family with 

papery texture, retaining its shape and colour after 

being dried. [French] 

immovable ad). (also immoveable, 1 that cannot 
be moved. 2 steadfast. unyielding. 3 emotionless. 
4 not subject to change (immovable law). 5 motion- 
less. 6 Law (of property) consisting of land, houses, 
etc. 0 immovability 7. immovably adv. 

immune ad. 1 a Bio/. resistant to a particular infec- 
tion, toxin, etce., owing to the presence of specific 
antibodies or sensitized white blood cells. b relating 
to immunity (mune mechanism). 2 (foll. by from, to) 
free or exempt from or not subject to. [from Latin 
immunis “exempt from public service or charge’] 

immune response 
to the introduction 
BD INTLYMIMALION 

immunity 7. (//. -ies) 1 Biol. the ability of an 
organism to resist a specific infection, toxin, ete. 
2 freedom or exemption. 


the reaction of the body 
into it of an antigen. 


immunize 2/7, (also -ise) make immune, usu. by 
inoculation. O immunization /. 
immunodeficiency 7. a reduction in a person's 
normal inimune defences. 

immunoglobulin 7. Biochem. any of a group of 
structurally related blood proteins which function 
as antibodies. 

immunology 1. the scientific study of immunity. 


O immunologic ad. wmmunological ad). 
immunologically ad. immunologist ». 
immunosuppression 7. Biochem. the partial « 


complete suppression of the immune response of 
an individual. o immunosuppressant 1. 
immunosuppressive @ a7). partially or completely 
suppressing the immune response of an individual. 
@ 7. an immunosuppressive drug. 
immunotherapy ”. the prevention or treatment of 
disease with substances that stimulate the immune 
response, 

immure «./: 1 imprison. 2 refi. shut oneself away. 
{from medieval Latin wnurae| O imumurement i. 

immutable adj. 1 unchangeable. 2 not subject to 
variation in different cases. G imamutability n. 
immutably adi. 

imp 7. 1 a mischievous child. 2 a small mischievous 
devil or sprite. [Old English impe ‘young shoot, 
scion] 

impact e 7. 1 the action of one body coming 
forcibly into contact with another. 2 an effect or 
influence. @ 7. 1 fr press or fix firmly. 2 ¢ (as 
impacted adj. a wf a tooth) wedged between 
another tooth and the jaw. b \of a fractured bone) 
with the parts crushed together. > tew itr. 3 a ini. 
have an impact. b / have an impact on. [from 
Latin impactus ‘mpmyed’| 0 impaction n. 

impair ¢./ damage or weaken. [based on Late 
Latin poorare “to make worse’| 0 impairment 1. 

impala 7. (fi. same) a medium-sized antelope. 
lepreeroy melampus, of S. and E. Africa. [Zulu] 

impale vf ‘foll. by on, upon, with) ansfix or pierce 
with a sharp instrument. [from medieval Latin 
impalare| 0 impalement 

impalpable ad. 1 not easily grasped by the mind: 
intangible. 2 impereepuble to the touch. 3° (ol 
powder, very fine. G impalpably ad. 

impanel var. 

impart «/n 1 communicate mews etc.). 2 give a 

[from Laun vnpartie| 


of 1 AtANTL. 


share of (a thing). 


impartial wd). treating all sides in a dispute ct 


Ot 


equally; unprejudiced, fair. o impartiality rn. 
impartially adv, 

impassable adj. that cannot be traversed. 

impasse /am-pahss/ 2. a position from which 
progress is impossible; deadlock. [French] 

impassible adj. 1 impassive. 2 incapable of feeling , 
or emotion. 3 incapable of suffering injurv. 
Oimpassibly «dz. 

impassioned adj. deeply felt; ardent (an impassioned | 
plea). 

impassive adj. 1 a deficient in or capable of feel- 
ing emotion. b undisturbed by passion. 2 without 
sensation. 3 not subject to suffering. O impas- 
sively adi. impassiveness /. impassivity 7. 

impasto 7. dri 1 the process of laying on paint 
thickly. 2 this technique of painting. [htalian, | 
literally ‘coating with paste’) 

impatiens 7. any plant of the genus Jmpatiens. 
including busy Lizzie and balsam. [modern Latin] 

si ad. 1 a lacking patience or tolerance. 

b fof an action) showing a lack of patience. 

2 restlessly cager. 3 (foll. by of) intolerant. , 
0 impatience 7. impatiently ad:. 

impeach 2/7, 1 Ani. charge with a crime against the 
State, esp. treason. 2 esp. C'S charge (the holder of 
a public office) with misconduct. 3 call in question. 
disparage (a person’s integrity ete.). [from Late 
Laun wnpedivare “to entangle’| O impeachable ad. 
impeachment 71. 

impeccable adj. 1 \of behaviour, performance, 
etc.) faultless, exemplary. 2 not liable to sin. [based 
on Latin peccare “to sin] DB impeccability 2. 
impeccably adi. 

impecunious ad). having little or no money. [based 
on Latin — pecuniosus ‘having money | 

impecuniosity 1. 


{ 


impedance ». lech. the total eflective resistance of 
an electric circuit etc. to alternating current. 
> CIROUT 


a Usage Impedance, a technical term, is sometimes 
confused with impediment, which means ‘a 
hindrance’ or “a speech defect’. | 


impede 2/7 retard by obstructing; hinder. [from 
Latin impedire “to shackle the feet of | 

impediment 7. 1 a hindrance or obstruction. 
2 a defect in speech, e.g. a lisp or stammer. 


w Usage Sce Usage Note at wipipancu. 


impedimenta 7.//. 1 encumbrances. 2 travelling 
equipment, esp. of an army, 

impel ¢:/, (impelled, impelling, 1 drive, force, m 
urge. 2 propel. [from Latin impellerc] o impeller n. 

impend 2.1/7 1 be about to happen. 2 a (of a 
danger) be threatening. b hang; be suspended. 
[from Latin smpenderc| 0 impending adj. 

impenetrable «adj. 1 that cannot be penetrated. 
2 inscrutable, unfathomable. 3 inaccessible to 
ideas, influences, cte. O impenetrability 7. 
impenetrably ad. 

impenitent a). not repentant or penitent. 

imperative e ad. 1 urgent. 2. obligatory. 
3 commanding, peremptory. 4 Gram. (of a mood) 
expressing a command (e.g. come here! ). en. 1 Gram. 
the unperative mood. 2 a command. 3 an essential 
or urgent thing. [based on Late Latin iperare “to 
command | 6 imperatively ad. 

imperceptible ad. 1 that cannot be perceived. 
2 very slight, gradual, or subtle. 0 imperceptibly 
ade, 

imperfect e@ ad). 1 not fully formed or done; faulty, 
inconyplete. 2 Gran. (of a tense) denoting a 
(usu. past) action in progress but not comple ted 
at the time in question (e.g. they were smeing). 
e@ 7. the imperfect tense. 0 imperfectly ads. 

imperfection »). 1 incompleteness. 2 a faultiness. 
b a fault or blemish. 

imperial ad). 1 of or characteristic of an empire. 
2 a of or characteristic of an emperor. b supreme 


implicate 


in authority. ¢ majestic, august. d magnificent. 
3 (of non-metric weights and measures) used or 
formerly used by statute in the UK (imperial gallon). 
[from Latin imperialis| 0 imperially adv. 

imperialism 2. 1 an imperial rule or system. 
2 usu. derog, a policy of acquiring dependent terri- 
tories or of extending a country’s influence 
through trade, diplomacy, etc. imperialistic ad). 

imperialist e 7. usu. derog. an advocate or agent of 
imperial rule or of imperialism. @ adj. of or relating 
to imperialism or imperialists. 

imperil vic (imperilled, imperilling; LS 
imperiled, imperiling) bring or put into danger. 

imperious ad. 1 overbearing, dominecring. 
2 urgent, imperative. [based on Latin umperium 
‘command ’| Go imperiously ad. imperiousness 7. 

imperishable «qd. that cannot perish. 

impermanent dd. not permanent. 0 imperma- 
nence 7. 

impermeable adj. 1 that cannot be penetrated. 
2 that does not permit the passage of fluids. 
Oimpermeability x. 

impermissible adj. not allowable. 

impersonal adj. 1 having no personal feeling or 
reference. 2 having no personality. 3 Gram. a (of a 
verb) used only with a formal subject (usu. 7) and 
expressing an action not attributable to a definite 
subject (¢.g. if ts snowing). b (of a pronoun) = inpeFI- 
wi. 3. B impersonality x. impersonally ad 

impersonate v./7, 1 pretend to be (another person) 
for the purpose of entertainment or fraud. 2 act 
(a character). [based on Latin persona ‘person’] 
c impersonation . impersonator 7. 

impertinent adj. 1 rude or insolent: lacking proper 
respect. 2 out of place; absurd. 0 impertinence 7. 
impertinently adv. 

imperturbable adj. not excitable; calm. 0 imper- 
turbability 7. imperturbably adi. 

impervious a. (usu. foll. by fo) 1 not responsive (to 
an argument, outsid® influence, ctc.). 2 not afford- 
ing passage to a fluid etc. o imperviously adv. 
imperviousness /. 

impetigo /im-pi-ty-goh/ n. a contagious skin infec- 
tion forming pustules and yellow crusty sores. [Latin] 

impetuous ad). 1 acting or done rashly or with 
sudden energy. yd moving forcefully or rapidly. 
[from Late Latin impetuosus) O impetuosity 7. 
impetuously adi. impetuousness r. 

impetus 7. 1 the force with which a body moves. 
2 a driving force or impulse. [Latin, literally ‘assault’| 

impiety /im-py-iti/ 1. (p/. -tes) 1 a lack of piety or 
reverence. 2 an act etc. showing this. 

impinge ¢./r (impinging 1 make an impact; have 
an effect. 2 encroach, [from Latin impingere ‘to drive 
(a thing) at] O impingement 7. 

impious /im-pi-iis/ ad. 1 not pious. 2 wicked, 
profane. G impiously ad: 

impish ad. of or like an imp; 
Oimpishly adi. impishness n. 

implacable ad. that cannot be appeased. [from 
French] 0 implacability 7. implacably adv. 

implant e @./; 1 insert or fix. 2 instil (a principle, 
idea, etc.) in a person’s mind. 3 plant. 4 Med. 
a insert (tissue. a substance, a device. etc.) into the 
body. b fin passe) (of a fertilized ovum) become 
attached to the wall of the womb. e x. 1 a thing 
implanted. 2 a thing implanted in the body, e.g. a 
piece of tissue or a capsule containing therapeutic 
rachoactive material. G implantation 1. 

implausible ¢d. not plausible. o implausibility 
n. implausibly ad. 

implement e 7. 1 a tool, instrument, or utensil. 
2 Law performance of an obligation. e af 1a put 
(a decision, plan, ete.) into effect. b fulfil (an 
undertaking). 2 complete (a contract etc.). [from 
medieval Latin implementa (pl.)| 0 smplementa- 
tion 7, implementer 7. 

implicate 2/1 (often foll. by i) show (a person) to 
be concerned or involved (in a charge. crime, ctc.). 


mischievous. 


implication 


2 (in passive; often foll. by in) be affected or involved. 
3 lead to as a consequence or inference. [based on 
Latin wmpiicatus ‘entangled, closely connected’ | 

implication 7, 1 what is involved in or implied by 
something else. 2 the act of implicating or imply- 
ing. O by implication by what is implied or 
suggested rather than by formal expression. 

implicit ad. 1 implied though not plainly 
expressed. 2 virtually contained. 3 absolute, 
unquestioning, unreserved (inplicit obedience). [from 
Latin vmplicitus| 0 umplicitly adv. 

implode v.intr, G tr. burst or cause to burst inwards. 
(based on Latin plodere ‘to clap’, on the pattern of 
explode| O implosion x. implosive ad. 

implore v./, 1 entreat (a person). 2 beg earnestly 
for, [from Latin implorare ‘to invoke with tears’| 
Oimploringly adv. 

imply vir. (-ies, -ied) 1 (often foll. by that + clause) 
strongly suggest the truth or existence of (a thing 
not expressly asserted). 2 insinuate, hint (what are 
you implying’). 3 signify. [from Latin implicare ‘to fold 
in| O implied adj. impliedly ado. 


m Usage See Usage Note at irr. 


impolite ad. ill-mannered, uncivil, rude. 
A impolitely ad. impoliteness n. 

impolitic adj. 1 inexpedient, unwise. 2 not politic. 
imponderable e adj. that cannot be estimated. 
@ n. (usu. in fl.) something difficult or impossible to 
assess. 0 imponderably adv. : 

import e wf 1 bring in (esp. foreign goods) io a 
country, 2 a imply, indicate, signify. b express, make 
known, @ 7. 1 the process of importing. 2 a an 
imported article or service. b (in pi.) an amount 
imported (imports exceeded £ 50m). 3 what is implied; 
meaning, 4 importance. [from Latin importare ‘to 
bring in’] 0 importation 7. importer 7. (both in 
sense | of x). 

importance f. 1 the state of being important. 
2 import, significance. 3 personal consequence. 
important ad. 1 of great effect or consequence; 
momentous. 2 (of a person) having high rank or 
authority, 3 pompous. 0 importantly adv. 
importunate adj. 1 making persistent or pressing 
requests. 2 (of affairs) urgent. 0 importunity 2. 

importune vf 1 solicit {a person) pressingly. 
2 solicit for an immoral purpose. [from medieval 
Latin mportunari| + 

impose 7. 1 # (often foll. by on, upon) require (a tax, 
duty, charge, or obligation) to be paid or under- 
taken (by a person etc,). 2 é, enforce complange 
with. 3 intr. & refi. (foll. by on, upon, or absol.) demand 
the attention or commitment of (a person) (J do 
not want to impose on you any longer). 4 tr (often foll. by 
on, upon) palm (a thing) off on (a person). [from 
Latin ¢mponere imposit- ‘to inflict, deceive’] 

imposing ad. impressive, formidable, esp. in 
appearance. 0 imposingly adi. imposingness 2. 

imposition 7. 1 the act or an instance of imposing; 
the process of being imposed. 2 an unfair demand 
or burden. 3 a tax or duty. 

impossibility 7. (//. -ies) 1 the fact or condition 
of being impossible. 2 an impossible thing or 
circuinstance. 

impossible adj. 1 not possible; that cannot occur, 
exist, or be done (such a thing iy impossible; it 1» unpos- 
sible to alter them). 2 (loosely) not easy; not conyeni- 
ent; not easily believable. 3 collog. (of a person or 
thing) outrageous, intolerable. 0 impossibly adr. 

impost 7. a tax, duty or tmbute. [from Latin 
impostus Imposed | 

impostor 7. (also imposter) 1 a person who 
assumes a false character or pretends to be some- 
one else. 2 a swindler. [Late Latin] 

imposture 7. the act or an instance of fraudulent 
cleception. 

impotent adj. 1 a powerless; lacking all strength. 
b helpless, decrepit. 2 (esp. of a male) unable to 
achieve a sexual erection or orgasm. 0 impotence 
n. impotency 7. impotently ady. 


impound wz 1 confiscate. 2 take possession of. 
3 shut up in a pound. 0 impoundment n. 

impoverish vi 1 make poor. 2 exhaust the 
strength or natural fertility of. [from Old French 
empoverir| 0 impoverishment n. 

impracticable adj. impossible 
do impracticability 7. 

impractical ad. 1 not practical. 2 esp. US not prac- 
ticable. 0 impracticality 7. impractically adv. 

imprecation 7. 1 a spoken curse. 2 the act of 
uttering an imprecation. [based on Latin precan ‘to 
pray’] OD imprecatory ad). 

imprecise adj. not precise. O imprecisely adv. 
imprecision 7. 

impregnable adj. 1 (of a fortified position) that 
cannot be taken by force. 2 resistant to attack or 
criticism, [from Old French zmprenable ‘untakeable’] 
Oimpregnability 7. impregnable adj. 

impregnate »./7. 1 fill or saturate. 2 imbue, fill (with 
feelings, moral qualities, etc.). 3 make pregnant. 
[based on Late Latin impregnat- ‘made pregnant’| 
0 impregnation 7. 

impresario 7. (f/. -os) an organizer of public 
entertainments. [Italian, based on impresa ‘under- 
taking’ | 

impress’ @ vi 1 a affect or influence deeply. 
b (also absol.) affect (a person) favourably (way most 
impressed ). 2 emphasize (an idea etc.) (must impress on 


in practice. 


1 


IMPRESSIONISM 

Emerging in Paris during the 1860s, 
Impressionism was an artistic movement 
that drew inspiration from the simplicity 
of everyday life. Many of the movement's 
leading artists, such as Monet, Cézanne, 


een 


| TIMELINE 


1 | | =| 


impressionist 


you the need to be prompt). 3 a imprint or stamp. 
b apply (a mark etc.) with pressure. 4 make a 
mark or design on (a thing) with a stamp, seal, 
etc. @ 7. 1 the act or an instance of impressing. 
2 a mark made by a seal, stamp, etc. 3 a character- 
istic mark or quality. 4 = impression |. [from Old 
French empresser] 

impress? v.t7, hist. force (men) to serve in the army 
or navy. 0 impressment 7. 

impression 7. 1 an effect produced (esp. on the 
mind or feelings). 2 a notion or belief (esp. a vague 
or mistaken one) (my wmpression is they are afraid). 3 an 
imitation of a person or sound, esp. done to enter- 
tain. 4 a the impressing of a mark. b a mark 
impressed. 5 esp. Brit. an unaltered reprint from 
standing type or plates (esp. as distinct from edition). 
6 the number of copies of a book, newspaper, etc., 
issued at one time. 7 Dentisiry a negative copy of the 
teeth or mouth made by pressing them into a soft 
substance, 

impressionable ad). easily influenced. 0 impres- 
sionability n. 

Impressionism 7. ¥ a style or movement in art 
concerned with the effect of light on objects. [from 
French impressionnisme, after Impression: Soleil levant, 
utle of a painting by Monet (1872)| 

impressionist 7. 1 an entertainer who imper- 
sonates famous people etc. 2 (hmpressionist) 
an adherent or practitioner of Impressionism. 


Pissarro, and Renou, painted in the open air, 
working quickly to create an ‘impression’ 
of what they saw. These artists attempted 
to capture with paint the natural, transient 
effects of light and colour. 


y t 
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1950 


vernal) 


impressionistic 


e «ad. Impressionist) of or relating to _Impres- 
sionism or Impressionists. 

impressionistic (dj. 1 in the style of Impression- 
ism, 2 subjective, unsystematic. 0 impressionis- 
tically adi. 


impressive adj. 1 impressing the mind or senses, 


esp. 80 as to cause approval or admiration. 2 (of 


language, a scene, etc.) tencling to excite cleep feel- 
ing. O impressively adi. impressiveness 1. 
imprimatur 7. 1 RC Ch. an official licence to print 
(an ecclesiastical or religious book etc.). 2 official 
approval. [Latin, literally ‘let it be printed] 


a Usage Jmpnmatury meaning ‘an official licence to 
print’ is sometimes confused with imprini “the name 
of the publisher or printer etc. printed in a book’, 


imprint e 7), 1 impress or establish firmly, esp. on 


the mind. 2 a make a stamp or impression of 


(a figure etc.) on a thing. b make an impression on 
(a thing) with a stamp ete. 3 (usu. im passive; often 
foll. by on or to) Biol. cause (a young animal ete.) 
to recognize another as a parent or object of habit- 
ual trust. @ 7. 1 an impression or stamp. 2 the 
printers or publisher's name and other details 
printed in a book. [from Latin unprimere| 


m Usage Sce Usage Note at inprim vive. 


imprison «./ 1 put into prison. 2 confine. [from 
Old French emprisoner| 0 imprisonment 1. 
impro 1. ( p/. -os) colloy. 1 often aftrib. improvisation, 
esp. as a theatrical technique. 2 an instance of this. 
improbable ad. 1 not likely to be true or to 
happen. 2 difficult to belicve. 0 improbability n. 
improbably ad. 

improbity 7. (p/. -ies) 1 wickedness. 2 dishonesty. 
3 a wicked or dishonest act. 

impromptu e ad. © adv. extempore, unrehearsed. 
e@ n. (pl. impromptus) 1 an extempore per- 
formance or speech. 2 a short piece of usu. 
solo instrumental music. [from Latin i promplu 
‘in readiness’ | 

improper ad. 1 a unseemly: indecent. b not m 
accordance with accepted rules of behaviour. 
2 inaccurate, wrong. 3 not properly so called. 
O improperly av. 

improper fraction 7. a fraction im which the 
numerator is greater than or equal to the 
denominator. 

impropriety 7. (//. -ies| 1 lack of propriety: in- 
decency. 2 an instance of improper cenduct etc. 
3 incorrectness. 4 unfitness, 

improve 7. 1 a fr, © inf. make or become better. 
b intr. (foll. by on, upon) produce something better 
than. 2 absol. (as improving adj.) giving moral 
benefit (improving literature. [based on Old French 
emprou, literally “into profit’| O improver 7. 

improvement 7. 1 the act or an 
improving or being improved. 2 something that 
improves, esp. an addition or alteration that adds 
to value, 3 something that has been improved. 

improvident aq. 1 lacking foresight or care for the 
future. 2 not frugal; thriftless. 0 improvidence ni. 

improvise 7/7 (also absol.) L compose or perform 
(music, verse, etc.) extempore. 2 provide or 
construct (a thing) extempore. [based on Latin 
improvisuy “unforeseen’] O improvisation pn. 
improvisational «ad. improvisatory «adj. 
improviser !!. 

imprudent ad). rash, indiscrect. 0 imprudence zn. 
imprudently ad. 

impudent @/j. 1 msolently disrespectful; umperti- 
nent. 2 shamelessly presumptuous. 3 unblushing. 
[from Laan  impudens impudent 
0 impudence nv. impudently ad: 

impugn /in-pewn/ «fr challenge or call in 
question, [from Latin vnpugnare ‘to assail’| 
Oimpugnment /. 


Stateless | 


impulse 7. 1 the act or an instance of impelling; 
a push. 2 an impetus. 3 Movies a an indetinitely 
large force acting for a time but 


very short 


108 


instance of 


producing a finite change of momentum (e.g. the 
blow of a hammer). b the change of momentum 
produced by this or any force. 4 a wave of excita- 
tion in a nerve. 5 a sudden desire or tendency to act 
without reflection (did it on impulse). [from Latin 
impulyus “a push’ | 
impulsion 7. 1 the act or an instance of impelling. 
2 a mental impulse. 3 impetus. 
impulsive «ad. 1 (of a person or conduct etc.) apt to 
be affected or determined by sudden impulse. 
2 tending to impel. 3 Physics acting as an impulse. 
oO impulsively adv. impulsiveness 7. 
impunity x. exemption from punishment or 
from the injurious consequences of an action. 
O with impunity without having to suffer 
the normal injurious consequences, [from Latin 
HPs | 
impure adj. 1 adulterated. 2 dirty. 3 unchaste. 
4 (of a colour) mixed with another colour. 
impurity 1. (//. -ies) 1 the quality or condition of 
being impure. 2 a a thing or constituent which 
impairs the purity of something. b Electronics a trace 
clement deliberately added to a semiconductor. 
impute @/r (foll. by fo) regard as bemg done or 
caused or possessed by. [from Latin wmputare 
‘to enter in the account] Oo imputable ad). 
imputation 7. 
In yynb. Chem. the element indium. 
in @ prep. 1 expressing inclusion or position within 
limits of space, time, circumstance, etc. (in England; 
in bed; in the rain). 2 during the time of (i the night, 
in 1995). 3 within the time of (zerll be back m 
tev hours). 4 a with respect to (blind in one eye, good 
in parts). b as a kind of (the /alest thing in luxury). 
5 as a proportionate part of (one in three failed, a 
gradient of one in six). 6 with the form or arrange- 
ment of ( packed in tens: falling in folds). 7 as a member 
of (in the army). 8 concerned with (is im politics). 
9 as or regarding the content of (there iy something 
in rehat you say). 10 within the ability of (does he have 
uw in him?s. 11 having the condition of; affected 
by (in bad health, in danger). 12 having as a purpose 
(in search of, in reply to). 13 by means of or using 
as material (drawn in pencil; modelled in bronze). 
14 a using as the language of expression (zevitlen 
in French). B \of music) having as its key (symphon 
im GC). 15 (of a word) having as a beginning 
or ending (words in un-). 16 wearing (7 blue, ina suit). 
17 with the identity of (found a frend in Mar). 
18 (of an animal) pregnant with (in calf). 19 into 
(with a verb of mouion or change: put if in the box: 
cué it in feo). 20 introducing an indirect object after 
a verb (believe in; engage in; share in), 21 forming 
adverbial phrases (in any case; in reality; in short). 
@ adi. expressing position within limits, or motion 
to such a positton: 1 into a room, house, et. 
«ome in), 2 at home, in one’s office, etc. (és nol in). 
3 so as to be enclosed (locked in). 4 in a publiéation 
(ty the advertisement m2). 5 in or to the inward side 
(rub it in). 6 a in fashion, season, or office (/ong skirts 
are in: strave berries are not yet ini. b elected (the Democrat 
gol in). 7 exerting favourable action or influence 
ithe luch was in). 8 Sport a (of a shot, serve, etc.) 
within the boundary of the playing area. b Cricket 
(of a player or side) batting. 9 (of transport) at the 
platform ete. (/he train is in). 10 ,of a season, harvest, 
order, etc.) having arrived or been received. 11 Bri. 
(of a fire) continuing to burn. 12 denoting effective 
action ( juin in). 13 (of the tide) at the highest point. 
14 Gin comb) collog. denoting prolonged or 
concerted action, esp. by large numbers (sz/-in: 
teach-iny. @ adj. 1 internal: living tn: inside (¢r-patien!). 
2 fashionable (the in thing to do}. 3 confined to or 
shared by a group of people (:-joke). 0 in all sec 
\LL. in at present at: contributing to (2 at the kill). in 
between see mii, ad: in for 1 abou to 
undergo. 2 competing in or for, 3 involved im. 
committed to, in on sharing in; privy to. ins and 
outs often foll. by of) all the details. in so far as 
sce ik. in that because; in so far as. in with 
on good terms with. (Old English] 


inauspicious 


in. abbr. inch(es). 

in-! prefix (also il- before /, im- before b, m, p, 
ir- before 7) added to: 1 adjectives, meaning ‘nov’ 
(inedible; insane). 2 nouns, meaning ‘without, lacking” 
(inaction). . 

in-? prefix (also il- before /, um- before 6, m, p, 
ir- before 7) in, on, into, towards, within (7nduce; 
influx; insight. intrude). [tn, or from or suggested by 
Latin wm in prep.| 

inability 7. 1 the state of being unable. 2 a lack 
of means. 

in absentia «di. in this, her, or their) absence. 
[Latin] 

inaccessible adj. 1 not accessible. 2 (of a person) 
unapproachable. 0 inaccessibility n. inaccess- 
ibly adv. 

inaccurate adj. not accurate. 0 inaccuracy 7. 
(pl. -ies). inaccurately ad. 

inaction 7. 1 lack of action. 2 sluggishness. 

inactive adj. 1 not active or inclined to act. 
2 passive. 3 indolent. O inactivate vr imactiva- 
tion 7. inactivity 1. 

inadequate ad). (often foll. by fo) 1 not adequate. 
2 (of a person) unable to deal with a situation. 
O inadequacy 7. ( //. -ies). inadequately adv. 

inadmissible ad. that cannot be admitted or 
allowed, 0 inadmissibility 7. inadmissibly adz. 

inadvertent adj. 1 (of an action) unintentional. 
2 a not properly attentive. b negligent. [based on 
obsolete advertent ‘attentive’] O imadvertence n. 
inadvertency 7. inadvertently adz. 

inadvisable adj. not advisable. 0 inadvisability n. 

inalienable adj. that cannot he transferred to 
another, O inalienability 7, inalienably adi. 

inamorato 7. a person's lover. [Italian, ‘enam- 
oured | 

inane adj. 1 silly, senseless. 2 empty. [from Latin 
manis ‘empty, vain] 0 inanely adv. inaneness n. 
inanity 7. (pi. -ies), ~ 

inanimate ad. 1 not animate; not endowed with 
‘esp. animal) life. 2 lifeless. 3  spiritless, dull. 
o inanimately ad:, inanimation 7. 

inanition 7. emptiness, esp. exhaustion from lack 
of nourishment. [based on Late Latin inanzre ‘to 
inake empty ] ; 

inapplicable adj. (often foll. by fo) not applicable; 
unsuitable. 0 inapplicability n. inapplicably 
adi. 

inapposite ad. not apposite: out of place. 
OD inappositely ad. inappositeness 7. 

inappropriate ad). not appropriate. O inappro- 
priately adi. inappropriateness n. 

inapt ad. 1 not apt or suitable. 2  unskilful. 
OD inaptitude nv. inaptly ade. 

a Usage See Usage Note at iniri. 


inarch (7, graft (a plant) by connecting a growing 
branch without separation from the parent stock. 

inarticulate adj. 1 unable to speak distinctly or 
express oneself clearly. 2 (of speech) indistinctly 
pronounced. 3 dumb. 4 esp. Anat. not jointed. 
Q inarticulacy n. inarticulately ad:. inarticu- 
lateness 1. 

inasmuch ad. (foll. by as) L since, because. 2 to the 
extent that, [Middle English] 

inattentive adj. 1 heedless. 2 neglecting to show 
courtesy. Q inattention 7, inattentively ad: 
inattentiveness 7. 

inaudible adj. that cannot be heard. 0 inaudibil- 
ity 7. inaudibly adr. 

inaugurate uf 1 admit (a person) formally to 
office. 2 initiate the public use of (a building etc.). 
3 begin, introduce. 4 enter with ceremony upon (an 
undertaking etc.). [based on Latin inauguratus 
‘consecrated after taking omens’] 0 inaugural ad). 
inauguration 7, inaugurator i. 

inauspicious adj. 1 ill-omened, unpropitious. 
2 unlucky. 0 inauspiciously adv. inauspicious- 
ness 7. 


inauthentic 


INCANDESCENT 


Heat produces the illumination in an 
incandescent light source. For example, 

in a light bulb an electrical current runs 
through a fine filament, heating it greatly. 
The heat caused by the current makes the 
metal filament glow white-hot, producing 
a strong source of light. 


lays chi clue 


glowing 
Silament 


| low-pressure, / ~ Support 
} unreactive wire 
gases 
glass support — 
cap 


INCANDESCENT LIGHT BUI.B 


inauthentic 7. not authentic; not genuine, 
0 inauthenticity 7. 

inboard e adi. within the sides of or towards the 
centre of a ship, aircraft, or vehicle. @ adj. situated 
inboard. 

inborn ad. existing from birth; implanted by 
nature. 

inbred ad. 1 inborn. 2 produced by inbreeding, 

inbreeding 7. breeding from closely related 
animals or persons. G inbreed wt, G intr. ( past and 
past part. inbred). 

inbuilt aq. incorporated as part of a structure. 

Inc. abbr. N. Amer Incorporated. 

Inca n. a member of an American Indian people in 
Peru before the Spanish conquest. [Peruvian. 
literally ‘lord, royal person’] 0 Incan adj. 

incalculable ad 1 too great for calculatiow. 
2 that cannot be reckoned beforehand. 3 (of a 
person etc.) uncertain. GO incalculability 7. 
incalculably ad. 

in camera see CAMERA. 

incandescent ad). 1 glowing with heat. 2 shining 
brightly. 3 A (of a light) produced by a glowing 
white-hot filament. [from Latin — incandescent- 
‘becoming white’] G incandesce wini GS tr. 
incandescence /”. incandescently ad). 


incantation 7. 1 a a magical formula. b the use of 


this. 2 a spell or charm. [from Late Latin meantatio 
‘chant’] 0 incantational adj. incantatory ad). 

incapable adj. 1 (often foll. by of) a not capable. 
b lacking the required quality or characteristic 
(incapable of hurting anyone). 2 not capable of rational 
conduct (drunk and incapable), O imcapability 2. 
incapably adi. 

incapacitate wi, 1 render incapable or unfit. 
2 disqualify. 0 incapacitant . incapacitation /. 

incapacity 7. (fl. -ies) 1 inability; lack of the 
necessary power. 2 legal disqualification, 3 an 
instance of incapacity. 

in-car alirib.adj. occurring, situated, or carried in 
a cat. 

incarcerate 2/7, imprison or confine. [based on 
medieval Latin incarceralus ‘put in prison’ 
O incarceration //. 

incarnadine oe/. @ 1. flesh colour; crimson. @ ad). 


flesh-coloured; crimson. @ wf. dye incarnadine. 
[French mcarnadin -ine trom Italian incarnadino (for 
-tino), from incarnato Incarnate adj.| 

incarnate e adj. 1 embodied m flesh, esp. in human 
form (the devil incarnate). 2 represented in a 
recognizable or typical form (folly iearnaite). 
@ wir 1 embody in flesh. 2 put (an idea etc.) 
into concrete form, 3 be the living embodiment 
of (a quality). [from ecclesiastical Latin incarnatus 
‘made flesh’] 

incarnation 7. 1 a embodiment in (esp. human) 
flesh. b (the Incarnation) the embodiment 
of God in Christ. 2 (often foll. by of) a living type 
(of a quality etc.). 

incase var, of LNCAsE. 

incautious adj. heedless, rash. 0 incaution 7. 
incautiously ad. incautiousness 7. 

incendiary e ad. 1 (of a bomb) designed to cause 
fires. 2 a of or relating to the malicious setting on 
fire of property. b guilty of this, 3 inflammatory. 
@ 7. (pl. -ies) 1 an incendiary device. 2 an incendi- 
ary person. [based on Latin incendium *conflagra- 
tion’] 0 incendiarism 7. 

incense! /in-senss/ @ 1. 1 a gum or spice produ- 
cing a sweet smell when burned. 2 the smoke of 
this. @ c.f, 1 treat or perfume with incense. 2 burn 
incense to (a deity etc.). [from ecclesiastical Latin 
incensum “a thing burnt’) 

incense’ /in-senss/ ul (often foll. by al, wrth, 
against) enrage. [from Old French zncenser] 

incentive e 7. 1 (often foll. by fo) a motive or incite- 
ment. esp. to action. 2 a payment or concession to 
stimulate greater output by workers. @ adj. serving 
to motivate or incite. [from Latin incentivus ‘setting 
the tune’ | 

inception 7. a beginning. [from Latin inceptio| 

incertitude 7. uncertainty, doubt. 

incessant adj. unceasing, repeated. [from Late 
Latin, incessani- ‘not ceasing’] 0 incessancy 7. 
incessantly ad. incessantmess 1. 

incest 7. sexual intercourse between persons too 
closely related to marry. [based on Latin castus 
‘chaste | 

incestuous adj. I involving or guilty of incest. 
2 (of human relationships generally) excessively 
restricted. O incestuously adi. incestuous- 
ness 2. 

inch @ 7. 1 a unit of linear measure equal to 
one-twellth of a foot (2.54 cm: 2 a (as a unit of 
rainfall) a quanuty that would cover a horizontal 
surface to a depth of | inch. b (of aumospheric or 
other pressure) an amount that balances the weight 
of a column of mercury 1 inch high. 3 (as a unit 
of map-scale) so many inches representing | mile 
on the ground. 4 a small amount (usu. with neg: 
would not yield an inch}. @ v.tr. G intr. move gradually 
in a specified way (inched forward). O every inch 
1 entirely (looked every inch a queen), 2 the whole 
distance (every inch of the garden). inch by inch 
bit by bit. within an inch of almost to the 
point of, [Old English yrce from Latin uncia 
‘ewelfth partv’| 

-in-chief comb. form (as second element) supreme 
commander-in chief ). 

inchoate /in-koh-ayt/ ad. 1 just begun, 
2 undeveloped. {from Latin wchvatus ‘begun’| 
co inchoative ad). 


w Usage Jnchoate, meaning ‘just begun’ or ‘unde- 
veloped’, should not be confused with dcoherent 
or chaotic, although all these words can often he 
found in similar contexts. Jnchoale scribbles thus 
means ‘undeveloped’ rather than ‘incoherent’ 
pieces of writing. 


incidence 7. } (often foll. by of) the fact, manner, 
or rate, of occurrence or action, 2 the extent of 
influence of a thing, 3 Physics the falling of a line, or 
of a thing moving in a line, upon a suriace. 
4 the act or an instance of coming ito contact 
with a thing, 


eas 
incline 


incident e 7. 1 a an event or occurrence, esp. a 
minor one. b a minor or detached event attracting 
general attention or noteworthy in some way. 
2 a hostile clash, esp. of troops of countries at war 
(a frontier incident). 3 a distinct piece of action in a 
play or a poem. 4 Law a privilege, burden, etc., 
attaching to an obligation or right. @ adj. 1 (often 
foll. by to) apt or lable to happen; naturally 
attaching or dependent. 2 (often foll. by on, upon) 
(of light etc.) falling or striking. [from Latin 
incident- “happening to’] 

incidental e adj. 1 (often foll. by fo) a having a 
minor role in relation to a more important thing, 
event, etc. b not essential. 2 (foll. by ¢0) liable 
to happen. 3 (foll. by on, upon) following as a sub- 
ordinate event. @ 7. (usu. in pi.) a minor detail, 
expense, event, ete. 

incidentally adv. 1 by the way; as an unconnected 
remark. 2 in an incidental way. 

incidental music 7. music used as a background 
to the action of a film, broadcast, etc. 

incinerate z.{ 1 consume (a body ete.) by fire. 
2 reduce to ashes. [based on medieval Latin inciner- 
atus ‘reduced to ashes’] 0 incineration 2. 

incinerator 7. a furnace or apparatus for burning 
esp. refuse to ashes. 

incipient adj. 1 beginning. 2 in an initial stage. 
[from Latin incipient ‘beginning’ 0 incipience n. 
incipiency 7. incipiently adv. 

incise v./7, 1 make a cut in. 2 engrave. [based on 
Latin incisus “cut into’| 

incision 7. 1 a cut; a division produced by cutting; 
a notch. 2 the act of cutting into a thing. [from 
Old French incision or Late Latin incisio| 

incisive adj. 1 mentally sharp: 
acute, 2 clear and effec- 
te. 3 cutting, pene- 
trating. O incisively 
adv. incisiveness 7. 

incisor 7, m a narrow- 
edged cutting-tooth at 
the front of the mouth. 
CD DENTITION, TOOPH 

incite utr (often foll. 
by fo, or to + infin.) 
urge or stir up. [from 
Latin mettare] 0 incit- 
ation 7. incitement 
n. inciter 7. 

incivility 7. | )/. -ies) 

1 discourtesy, rude- 
ness. 2 a discourte- 
ous or rude act. 


lateral 
incisor 


upper central 
incisors 


lateral 
incisor 


biteral - 


incisors | CJ 


ae 


incl, «hr including. re ’ i 


a ~ 
a central 


inclement ad). (of 
the weather or 


climate) severe; INDIVIDUAL eae 
cold or stormy,  INGISOR uses Ts 
Oinclemency 7. PLAN OF HUMAN 
(pl. -ies). im- INCISOR DENTITION 


clemently adi. ; 

inclination 7. 1 (often foll. by fo) a disposition or 
propensity. 2 (often foll. by for) a liking or affection. 
3 aa leaning, slope. or slant. b a bending of the 
body or head in a bow. 4 the difference of direction 
of two lines or planes, esp. as measured by the angle 
between them. 5 the dip of a magnetic needle. 
{from Old French inclination or Latin inclinatio} 

incline e « 1 / (usu. in Passive, often foll. by 
to, for, or to + infin.) a make (a person, feelings. 
etc.) willing or favourably disposed (am inclined to 
think so; does not incline me to agree. b give a specified 
tendency to (a thing the door ts inclined to bang. 
2 intr. a be disposed (J mmeline to think so). b (often foll. 
by fo, towards) tend, 3 intr & tr lean or turn away 
from a given direction, esp. the vertical. 4 fx bend 
ithe head. body. or oneself) forward or downward. 
e@7. 1a slope. 2 an inclined plane. 0 incline one’s 
ear often foll. by 7) listen favourably. [from Latin 
china] O ineliner 2. 


BOY 


inclined plane 


INCLINED PLANE 


An inclined plane reduces the effort needed to raise an 

object by supporting part of its weight. The lower the 
gracient of the plane, the more weight it supports, and 

the less effort is needed to raise an object. However, a low 
gradient also means that an object, such as this car, must 


be pulled a greater distance 
along the plane to 
reach the desired 
height. 


weight of car 
partially 


supported 
by plane 


inclined plane 7. A a sloping plane (esp. as a 
means of reducing the force needed to raise a load). 

include 7/7, 1 comprise or reckon in as part of a 
whole. 2 (as including prep.) counting in the reck- 
oning (sz members, including the chairman). 3 Wweat or 
regard as so included. [from Latin includere “to 
enclose’] 0 inclusion n. 

inclusive adj. 1 \foll. by of) including, comprising, 
2 with the inclusion of the limits stated 1 pages 7 lo 
26 inclusive). 3 eluding all the normal services etc. 
(a hotel offering incluswe terms). 4a not excluding any 
section of society. b (of language) deliberately 
non-sexist. [from medieval Latin inelusivus] O in- 
clusively ad:. inclusiveness /. 

incognito e adj. & ad. with one’s name or identity 
kept secret. @ 7. | pl. -os) 1 a person who is incog- 
nito. 2 the pretended identity of such a person. 
[Italian, from Latin imcognitus ‘unknown | 

incoherent adj. 1 (of a person) unable to speak 
intelligibly. 2 (of speech etc.) lacking logic or consis- 
tency. O incoherence n. incoherency 7. | //. -ies). 
incoherently ad. 

incombustible ad). 
Dincombustibility 7. 

income », the money or other assets received, esp. 
periodically or in a year, from one’s business, lands, 
work, investments, etc. [Middle English in sense 
farrival’] 


that cannot be burnt. 


incomer »., chielly Bri/. a person who has come to 
live in an area in which they haye not grown up. 

income support 7. a system by which people on 
low incomes can, according to their circumstances. 
claim a payment from the State. 

income tax n. a tax levied on Income. 

incoming @ «adj. 1 coming in the incoming tide: incom 
ing lelephone cally. 2 succeeding another person o1 
persons (fhe incoming tenant). 3 ol profit) accruing. 


e@ 7. 1 (usu. in pl.) revenue, mcome. 2 the act of 


arriving or entering, 
incommensurable e ad. } not comparable in 
respect of magnitude or value. 2 (loll. by wih) 
utterly disproportionate to. 3 Vath, (often foll. by 
with; of a magnitude or magnitudes) haying no 
cormmon factor, integral. or fractional. @ 2. (usu. in 
pl, an mconimensurable quantity. 2 incommen- 
surability . incommensurably «/: 
incommensurate ad). 1 yofien foil, by with. fo) out 
of proportion: madequate. 2 = inWcovnirser wit ad). 
|. Q incommensurateness /. 
incommode 2/1 hinder inconvenience. 
2 trouble. annoy. {based on Latin incommodare “to 
inconvenience | 


$10 


incubation 


DEMONSTRATION OF THE EFFLCT 
OF AN INCLINED PLANE 


car is gradually raised 
along inclined plane 


pulley supports 


Pe cable 


oe 
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effort | 
exerted 
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incommodaious ad. not aflording good accommo- 
dation; uncomfortable. 0 incommodiously ad. 
incommodiousness 7. 

incommunicable «dj. that cannot be communi- 
cated. O incommunicability 7. incommunic- 
ably ado. 

incommunicado adj. without means of communi- 
cation with others. [Spanish] 

incommunicative adj. not communicative; 
taciturn, O inacommunicatively adi. incommu- 
nicativeness 1. 

incomparable adj. 1 without an equal. 2 (often 
fol. by zezth, fo) not to be compared. o incompara- 
bility n. incomparably adu. 

incompatible adj. 1 opposed in character: discor- 
dant. 2 (often foll. by with) inconsistent. 3 (of 
persons) unable to live etc. together in harmony. 
4 of equipment ete.) not capable of being used 
in combination. 0 incompatibility 1. incompat- 
ibly ade. 

incompetent e ad. La (often foll. by fo + infin.) not 
qualified or able to perform a particular function. 
b (of a witness etc.) not legally qualified. 2 showing 
a lack of skill (an incompetent performance). @ n. an 
incompetent person. G incompetence n. incom- 
petency 7. incompetently ad. 

incomplete adj. not complete. 0 incompletely 
ad’. incompleteness n. 

incomprehensible adj. (ofien foll. by (0) that 
cannot be understood. o incomprehensibility 1. 
incomprehensibly ad:. 

incomprehension 7. {ailure to understand. 

inconceivable adj. 1 that cannot be imagined. 
2 collog. unbelievable. 0 incenceivability x. 
inconceivably ad: 

inconclusive ad). (of an argument, evidence, or 
action) not decisive or convincing. O inconclu- 
sively adv. inconclusiveness n, 

incongruous adj. 1 out of place; absurd. 2 (ofien 
fol. by reih) out of keeping. 0 incongruity 2. 
pl. ies). incongruously «i. 

inconsequent adj. 1 ivrelevant. 2 lacking logical 
sequence. 3 disconnected.  inconsequence 1. 
inconsequently ad. 

inconsequential adj. 1 unimportant. 2 = iwoonsi- 
lint. O inconsequentiality 7. | p/. -ies). incon- 
sequentially ad. inconsequentialness ». 

inconsiderable adj. 1 of small size. value, ete. 
2 not worth considering. 0 inconsiderably «dz: 

inconsiderate «/). (houghtless. rash: lacking regard 
for the feehngs of others. o inconsiderately ad. 
inconsiderateness //. inconsideration n. 


inconsistent adj. 1 acting at variance with one’s 
own principles or former conduct. 2 (often foll. by 
with) not in keeping; discordant. 0 inconsistency 
n. (pl. -ies), inconsistently adv. 

inconsolable adj. that cannot be 
0 inconsolability 7. inconsolably adv. 

inconsonant adj. (often foll. by with, fo) not harmo- 
nious; not compatible. 0 inconsonance 7. 
inconsonantly ad. 

inconspicuous ad. not easily noticed. Oo incon- 
spicuously adz. inconspicuousness 7. 

inconstant adj. 1 (of a person) fickle. 2 frequently 
changing: irregular. O inconstancy 7. (//. -ies). 
inconstantly adv. 

incontestable adj. that cannot be disputed. 
0 incontestability n. incontestably adv. 

incontinent adj. 1 unable to control movements 
of the bowels or bladder or both. 2 lacking 
self-restraint (esp. in regard to sexual desire). 
0 incontinence 7. incontinently adv. 

incontrovertible adj. indisputable. 0 imcontro- 
vertibility 7. incontrovertibly adi. 

inconvenience e 7. 1 lack of suitability to personal 
requirements or ease. 2 a cause or instance of this. 
@ «./, cause Inconvenience to. CO inconvenient ad). 
inconveniently adv. 


consoled. 


incorporate », 1 ¢r (often foll. by m, z7th\ form into 
one body or whole. 2 imix, become incorporated. 
3 t& combine (ingredients) into one substance. 
4 ty, admit as a member. 5 ¢ a constitute as a legal 
corporation. b (as incorporated ad.) forming a 
legal corporation. [based on Late Latin imcorporatus 
‘embodied’| o incorporation 7. incorporator 2. 

incorporeal ad. 1 not composed of matter. 
2 of immaterial beings. oO imcorporeally adv. 
incorporeity /. 

incorrect ad. 1 not in accordance with fact. 
2 improper. 0 incorrectly adv. incorrectness 7. 

incorrigible aq. 1 (of a person or habit) incurably 
bad. 2 not readily improved. 0 incorrigibility 2. 
incorrigibly adv. 

incorruptible ad. 1 that cannot be corrupted, 
esp. by bribery. 2 that cannot decay. O incorrupt- 
ibility 7. incorruptibly ad. 

increase e¢. 1 fr, Gintr. make or become greater or 
more numerous. 2 tl, advance (in quality, attain- 
ment, ete.). 3 / intensify {a quality). e n. 1 growth, 
enlargement. 2 (of people, animals, or plants) 
muluplication. 3 the amount or extent of an 
increase. [from Latin imcrescere] G increasingly adv. 

incredible adj. 1 that cannot be believed. 2 collog. 
amazing. 0 incredibility n. incredibly adv. 

incredulous adj. \often foll. by of) unwilling to 
believe. G incredulity 7. incredulously adv. 

increment 7. an increase or addition, esp. one of a 
series on a fixed scale. [from Latin incrementum] 
0 incremental adj. incrementally ade. 

incriminate wr 1 (ofien as incriminating adj.) 
tend to prove the guilt of (incriminating evidence). 
2 involve in an accusation. 3 charge with a crime. 
[based on Late Latin incriminaius ‘accused’] 

incrimination 7. incriminatory ad). 

in-crowd 7. (the in-crowd) collog. a small group 
of people that are particularly fashionable or 
popular. 


incrust var. of ENCRUST. 

incrustation 7. (also encrustation) 1 the process 
of encrusting or state of being encrusted. 2 a crust 
or hard coating. 3 a deposit on a_ surface. 
[from Late Latin inerustatio] 

incubate ». 1 ¢, (also absol.) sit on or artificially heat 
(eggs) in order to bring forth young birds ete. 
2 tr, cause the development of (bacteria etc.). 3 tr 
& intr develop slowly. [based on Latin incubatus 
‘Jain upon’| 

incubation 7. 1 a the act of incubating. b brood- 
ing, 2 Ved. ‘in full incubation period) the period 
between exposure to an infection and the appear- 
ance of the first symptoms. 0 incubative ad). 


incubator 


viewing 
window 
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thermometer 


temperature > i 
controls - 
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INCUBATOR FOR HATCHING BIRDS* EGGS 


incubator 7. A an apparatus used to provide a suit- 
able temperature and environment for incubation. 

incubus /ing-kew-biis/ 7. (pl. incubi /-by/) 1 
male demon believed to have sexual intercourse 
with sleeping women. 2 a nightmare. 3 a person dr 
thing that oppresses like a nightmare. [based on 
Latin incubo ‘nightmare’ | 

inculcate »./7, (often foll. by upon, in) urge or impress 
(a fact, habit, or idea) persistently. [based on Laun 
mculcatus ‘trodden in’| O inculeation x. 

inculpate /in-kul-payt/ w/ 1 involve in a charge. 
2 accuse, blame. [based on Latin culpa ‘blame’| 
Dinculpation /. inculpative ad. inculpatory ad. 

incumbent e adj. 1 (foll. by on, upon) resting as a 
duty (it es incumbent on you to warn them). 2 currently 
holding office (the incumbent president). @ n. the holder 
of an office or post. [from Latin incumbent ‘lying 
upon | 0 incumbency 7. 

incunabulum 7. (//. incunabula; ¥ a book 
printed at an early date, esp. before 1501. [from 
Latin incunabula *swaddling-clothes, cradle] 
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INCUNABULUM: | 51TH-CENTIURY 
ENGLISH INCUNABULUM 


incur 7/7; (incurred, incurring) suffer, experi- 
ence, or become subject to (something unpleasant) 
as a result of one’s own behaviour ete. (encurred 
huge debts). (Middle English from Latin mcurvere| 
cdincurrable ad). 

incurable e adj. that cannot be cured. @ 7. a person 
who cannot be curecl. Gincurability 1. incurably 
adv. 

incurious adj. 1 lacking curiosity. 2 heedless, 
careless. O incuriosity 7, incuriously ad. 

incursion 7. an invasion or attack, esp. when 
sudden or brief. [related to inct Rk] O ineursive «dj. 


incurve wiz, 1 bend into a curve. 2 (as incurved 
adj.) carved inwards. 0 incurvation rn. 

Ind. abbr. 1 Independent. 2 a India. b Indian. 
indebted «dj. (usu. foll. by fo) 1 owing gratitude or 

., obligation. 2 owing money. 0 indebtedness 7. 

‘ indecent adj. offending against recognized 
standards of decency. O indecency 2. 
(pl. -ies). indecently adv. 

indecent assault 7. a sexual attack not 
Z7 involving rape. 

indecent exposure 7. the intentional act 

of publicly and indecently exposing one’s body, 
esp. the genitals. 

indecision 7. Jack of decision: hesitation. 0 inde- 

cisive adj. indecisively adv. indecisiveness 7. 
indeclinable adj. Gram. 1 that cannot be declined. 
2 having no inflections. 
indecorous ad. 1 improper. 2 in bad taste. 
Oo indecorously adv. indecorousness n. 
indeed e adv. 1 in truth (they are, indeed, a remarkable 
Jamily). 2 expressmg emphasis or intensification 
(indeed it is). 3 admittedly (there are indeed exceptions). 
4 in point of fact (f indeed such a thing ts possible). 
@ int. expressing irony, contempt, incredulity, etc. 
indefatigable adj. unwearying, unremitting. 

[from Latin indefatigabilis| 0 indefatigability 2. 
indefatigably adv. 
indefensible adj. that cannot be defended or 
justified. 0 indefensibility 1. indefensibly ade. 
indefinable adj. that cannot be defined or exactly 
described. 0 indefinably adv. 
indefinite adj. 1 vague, undefined. 2 unlimited. 
3 Gram. not determining the person, thing, tme, 
etc., referred to. 0 indefiniteness 7. 
indefinite article n. Gram. a word (a and an in 


English) preceding a noun and implying lack of 


specilicity, 

indefinitely adv. 1 for an unlimited time. 2 in an 
indeffhite manner. 

indefinite pronoun 7. a pronoun indicating a 
person, amount, etc., without being definite or 
particular, e.g. any, sone, anyone. 

indelible adj. that cannot be rubbed out or (in 
abstract senses) removed. [based on Latin delére “to 

clface’] D indelibility 1, indelibly ad. 


indelicate adj. 1 coarse, unrefined. 


2 tactless. 3 tending to indecency. 
G indelicacy zx. (//. -ies). indeli- 
cately adv. 


indemnify «:/r (-ies, -ied) 1 (often foll. 
by from, against) protect or secure 
in respect of a loss etc, 2 (often foll. 
by for) secure (a person) agamst 
legal responsibility for actions. 3 (often 
foll. by for) compensate for expenses 
tc. [based on Latin mdemnis “unhurt’| 
indemnification 7). 

indemnity (pl. -ies) 1 a com- 
{ pensation for Joss incurred. b a sum 

paid for this. 2 security against loss, 


3 legal exemption from  penalues 
etc. incurred. [from Late — Latin 
indemnitas] 

indent! @ «1 @: start (a line 


of print or writing) further 
from the margin than other 
lines. 2 Brit. a intr. (often foll. by on, upon a 
person, for a thing) make a requisition. b f 
order (goods) by requisition. 3 ¢ make 
toothlike notches in. 4 / form deep recesses 
in (a coastline ete.).@ 7. 1 Brit. a an order (esp. 
from abroad) for goods. b an official requisi- 
tion for stores. 2 an indented line. 3 indenta- 
tion. 4 an indenture. {based on Latin dens dentis 
‘tooth | o indentation 1. indentor 1. 
indent® «i 1 make a dent in. 2 
‘a mark ete.), [Middle English] 
indention 7. (an) indentation, esp. in printing 
or writing, 


impress 


INDIAN 
CLUBS 


Indian Ocean 


indenture e 7. 1 (usu. in p/.) a sealed agreement or 
contract. 2 a formal list, certificate, etc. @ v.tr hist. 
bind (a person) by indentures. {from Anglo-French 
endenture| O indentureship 1. 

independence 1, (often foll. by 0/, from) the fact or 
process of being independent. 

independent e adj. 1 a (often foll. by of) not 
depending on authority or control. b_ self- 
governing. 2 a not depending on another person 
for one’s opinion or livelihood. b (of income or 
resources) making it unnecessary to earn one’s 
living, 3 unwilling to be under an obligation to 
others. 4 Poli! acting independently of any party. 
5 not depending on something else for its validity 
etc. (independent proof ). 6 (of broadcasting, a school, 
ete.) not supported by public funds. @ 7. a person 
who is politically independent. o independently adv. 

in-depth a(tri).adj. thorough; done in depth. 

indescribable adj. 1 too unusual or extreme to be 
described. 2 vague, indefinite. 5 indescribability 
n. indescribably adv. 

indestructible adj. that cannot be destroyed. 
oindestructibility 7. indestructibly adi. 

indeterminable aq. 1 that cannot be ascertained. 
2 (of a dispute etc.) that cannot be settled. 
c indeterminably ad. 

indeterminate adj. 1 not fixed in extent, charac- 
ter, ete. 2 left doubtful; vague. 3 Afath. (of a quan- 
tity) not limited to a fixed value by the value of 
another quantity. 0 indeterminacy 7. indeter- 
minately adi. indeterminateness /. 

indetermination 7. 1 lack of determination. 2 the 
state of being indeterminate. 

index e 7. (//. indexes or esp. in technical 
use indices) 1 an alphabetical list with references, 
usu. at the end of a book. 2 = carp invex. 3 (in 
full index number) a number showing the vari- 
ation of prices or wages as compared with a chosen 
base period (retail price index). 4 Math. a the exponent 
of a number. b the power to which it is raised. 
5 a a pointer. esp. on an instrument. & seEXTANT. 
b an indicator of a trend. direction, etc, ¢ (usu. foll. 
by of) a sign, token, or indication of something. 
@ «ty 1 provide (a book etc.) with an index. 2 enter 
in an index. 3 relate wages etc.) to the value of a 
price index. [from Latin index ‘forefinger, informer, 
sign] 0 indexation 7. indexer 7. indexical «dj. 

index finger 7. the forefinger. 

index-linked adj. related to the value of a retail 
price index. 0 index-linking ». 

Indian e 7. 1 a a native or national of India. b a 
person of Indian descent. 2 an American Indian. 
e adj. 1 of or relating to India, or to the Indian 
subcontinent. 2 of or relating to the aboriginal 
peoples of America. [from Greek Jndoy, the River 
Indus] 


ws Usage Indian is a misnomer for the native 

peoples of America, having arisen from the 

mistaken belief of Christopher Columbus and 

other Europeans in the 15th 16th centuries that 

they had reached part of India by a new route. 

The term is considered to convey an offensive 
stereotype by some. However, it is used by 
many Native Americans in the US as a term 
of pride and respect. The full forms American 
Indian (ancl in Canada, Canadian Indian) are 
unambiguous alternatives. Sec also Usage 
Note at Nativi. AMILRIC\N. 


Indian club x. < each of a pair of bottle- 
shaped clubs swung to exercise the arms 
in gymnasts. 

Indian corn //. maiz. 

Indian file 1. = scr site. 

Indian hemp see 1.10 |. 

Indian ink 1, Byi/. ba black pigment made 
originally in China and Japan. 2 a dark ink 
made front this. 

Indian Ocean 1). the ocean between Afmca 
to the west. and Australia to the east. & ci ys 


Indian summer 


Indian summer 7. 1 a period of unusually dry 
warm weather sometimes occurring in fate 
autumn. 2 a late period of life characterized by 
comparative calm. 

India paper 7. 1 a soft absorbent 
paper used for proofs of engravings. 2 a very thin 
tough opaque printing paper. 

India rubber 7. = xi sive! 2. 

indicate z, (often foll. by that+ clause) 1 ¢ point out; 
make known, 2 ¢ be a sign or symptom of; express 
the presence of. 3 é (often im passive) suggest; call 
for; require (stronger measures are indicated |. 4 tr. admit 
to or state briefly (dicated his disapproval). 5 tr. (of a 
gauge etc.) give as a reading. 6 ini signal one’s 
lutention to turn etc. using an indicator, [based 
on Latin indicatus “made known] 0 indication n. 

indicative e@ ad). 1 (oll. by of) serving as an indica- 
tion. 2 Gram. (of a mood) denoting simple state- 
ment of a fact. @ 1. Gram. 1 the indicative mood. 
2 a verb in this mood. o indicatively adv. 

indicator 7. 1 a person or thing that indicates 
esp. performance, change, etc. 2 a device indicat- 
ing the condition of a machine etc. 3 Brit. a board 
in a railway station etc. giving current information. 
4 a device (esp. a flashing light) on a vehicle to show 
that it is about to change clirection. 

indicatory adj. = now viv. ad. t. 

indices //. of ‘vin. 

indict /in-dyt/ 7/7 accuse (a person) formally by 
legal process. [from Old French endiler| o indictee 
n. indicter /. 

indictable /in-dyt-abil/ ad. 1 jof an offence 
rendering the person who commits it hable to be 
charged with a crime. 2 (of a person) so lable, 

indictment /in-dyt-mént/ n. 1 the act of indict- 
ing. 2 a a formal accusation. b a document 
containing a charge. 3 something that serves to 
condemn or censure 

indie ¢ollog. @ adj. (of a pop group or record label) 
not belonging to one of the major record compa- 
nies. @ ”. 1 such a group or label. 2 an independent 
film company. 

indifference 7. 1 lack of imterest or attention, 
2 unimportance. 3 neutrality. 

indifferent adj. 1 neither good nor bad: mediocre. 
2 a not especially good. b fairly bad. 3 \foll. 
by fo) having no interest mm or sympathy for. 
{from Latin imdifferent- ‘making no difference’) 
Oindifferently adi. 

indigenize 2/7 (also 
O indigenization ». 


-ise) make indigenous. 
imdigenous ad). 1 native to a region. 2 (loll. by 
fo) belonging naturally to a place. [based on Latin 
indigena ‘a native’| G indigenously «du 

indigent adj. needy, poor. {from Late Latin idigent- 
‘lacking’] 0 indigence 7 

indigestible a7. 1 difficult or impossible to digest. 
2 too complex to read or comprehend easily. 
oindigestibility ». 

indigestion 7. 1 difficulty in digesting food. 2 pain 
or discomfort caused by this. 

indignant «dj. feeling or showing 
inclignation. {from Latin indignant 
‘regarding as unworthy | 0 indig- 
nantly ad 

indignation 77. scornful anger at 
supposed unjust or unfair conduct 
or treatment. 

indignity #7. (//. -ies) 1 a slight or 
insult, 2 the humiliating quality of 
something. [from Latin mdienitas] 

indigo @ 7.(//. -os: 1 a blue dye 
obtained from the incligo plant. 
2 © any plant of the genus 
Indigofera. 3 ‘in lull indigo blue 
a colour between blue and violet 
in the spectrum. @ ad. in full 
indigo blue: hyphenated when 
attrib.) of duis colour. {from Greek 
indthon “Indian dye | 


kind of 


INDIGO 
Ind cofera d ora 


induction 


INDUCTION 


Electromagnetic induction 
occurs when a magnet moves 
near a coil of wire. The effect of 
the induction is to produce an 
electric current whose strength 
depends upon the speed of 
mouon and the strength of the 
inagnet, as well as upon the 
number of turns of the coil. 


conductive 
ware coil 


flow of / 


indirect adj. 1 not going straight to the point. 
2 ‘of a route etc.) not straight. 3 not directly sought 
or aimed at (an indirect result). BD indirectly adv. 
indirectness //. 

indirect object n. Gram. a person or thing aflected 
by a verbal action but not primarily acted on 
\e.g. him in give ham the book). 

indirect question 7. Gram. a question in reported 
specch (e.g. they asked who Iwas 

indirect speech 7, = kiORTID sPLnct. 

indirect tax 7”. a tax levied on goods and services 
and not on income or profits. 

indiscernible «adj. that cannot be discerned or 
distinguished from another. 0 indiscernibly ad. 

indiscipline ». lack of discipline. 

indiscreet adj. 1 not discreet; revealing secrets. 
2 injudicious, unwary. Oo indiscreetly adv. 

indiscretion 1. L lack of discretion. 2 an incliscrect 
action. remark. etc. 

indiscriminate adj. 1 making no distinctions. 
2 confused, promiscuous. O indiscriminately adi. 
indiscriminateness /). indiscrimination ”. 

indispensable «dj. (often foll, by (a, for) that cannot 
he dispensed with; necessary. 0 indispensability 
n. indispensably adr. 

indisposed «ad. 1 shghtly unwell. 2 averse or 
unwilling. o indisposition 7. 

indisputable ad. that cannot be 
Oo indisputability 7. indisputably ac. 

indissoluble ad. t that cannot be dissolved or 
decomposed, 2 lasting, stable. o indissolubility n, 
indissolubly ac. 

indistinct adj. 1 not distinct. 2 confused, obscure. 
D indistinctly adr. indistinctness 7. 

indistinguishable adj. (often foll. by from) not 
distinguishable. b indistinguishably adv. 


disputed. 


indite w/7, formal or joc. 1 put (a speech etc.) into 
words. 2 write (a letter etc.). [from Old French 
endilier| 

indium 7. Chem. a_ soft metallic 
clement used for electroplating and in semiconduc- 
tors. [from Latin indicum ‘indigo’, with reference 
to its spectral lines] 


sulverv-white 


individual e «dj. 1 single. 2 particular, special; not 
general. 3 haying a distinct character. 4 character- 
istic of a particular person. 5 designed for use 
by one person. @ 7. 1 a single 
member of a class. 2 a single 
human being. 3 co/log. a person 
(@ most unpleasant indnidual). 4 a 
distinctive person. [Middle 
English in sense “indivisible’: from 
medieval Latin individuals] 
individualism 1. 1 the habit o 
principle of being self-reliant. 2 a 
social theory favouring the free 
acuion of individuals. 0 individu- 
alist 7. individualistic ad). 
individuality 7. (//. -ies) 1 indi- 
vidual character, esp. when 
strongly marked. 2 separate exis- 
tener. 
individualize ?:/7; (also -ise) 1 give 
an individual character to, 2 (esp. 


electric current 
through circuit 


DEMON SIREVIION OR See 
PRINCIPLE OF INDUCTION 


magnet 


ammeter 


dial 
registers 
——~_ current 


as individualized adj.) personalize or tailor to suit 
the individual (ndwidualized notepaper; indurdualized 
framing course). 0 individualization 7. 

individually adi, 1 personally; in an individual 
capacity. 2 in a distinctive manner. 3 one by one; 
not collectively. 

individuate »./7 individualize: form into an indi- 
vidual. o individuation 7. 

indivisible adj. not divisible. o indivisibility 7. 
indivisibly adv. 

Indo- comb. form Indian; Indian and. 

indoctrinate »./7, (each (a person or group) sy 
atically or for a long period to accept ideas uncriti- 
cally. o indoctrination n. indoctrinator 7. 

Indo-European e adj. 1 of or relating to the family 
of languages spoken over most of Europe and Asia 
as far as N. India. 2 of or relating to the hypo- 
thetical parent language of this family. @ 7. 1 the 
Indo-European family of languages. 2 the hypo- 
thetical parent language of these. 

indolent adj. lazy; wishing to avoid activity or exer- 
tion, [from Late Latin mmdolent- ‘not causing pain’] 

indolence 7. tndolently adv. 

indomitable ad. b that cannot be subdued; 
unyielding, 2 stubhornly persistent. [based on 
Latin domilare ‘to tame’] O indomitability 7. 
indomitably «dz. 

Indonesian e 7. 1 a native or national of Indo- 
nesia in SE Asia. 2 a person of Indonesian des- 
cent. @ ad). of or relating to Indonesia or its people 
or language(s). [based on Greek IJndos ‘Indian’ + 
nésos “island | 

indoor adj. situated, carried on, or used within a 
building or under cover (indoor aerial. indoor games). 

indoors wd. into or within a building, 

indorse var. of pnporsi. 


indorsement var. of LNDORSEMLNT. 

indrawn ad). 1 (of breath etc.) drawn in. 2 aloof. 

indubitable adj. that cannot be doubted. [from 
Latin zndubitabilis} 0 indubitably adv. 

induce 2/1 (often foll. by t + infin.) prevail 
on; persuade. 2 bring about. 3 Med. bring on 
(labour) artificially. 4 Electr. produce (a current) by 
induction. 5 infer: derive as a deduction. [from 
Latin mducere] G inducer n. inducible adj. 

inducement 7. 1 (often foll. by fo) an attraction that 
leads one on. 2 a thing that induces. 

induct «./r (often foll. by fo, into) 1 a introduce into 
office. b introduce (a member of the clergy) into 
possession of a benefice. 2 introduce, initiate. 
[based on Latin inductus led in’| 0 inductee n. 

inductance 1. Elect, the property of an electric 
circuit that causes an electromotive force to be 
generated by a change in the current flowing, 

induction 7. 1 the act of inducting or inducing, 
2 \ed. the act of bringing on {esp. labour) by artifi- 
cial méans. 3 Logic the inference of a general law 
from particular instances. 4 (often attrib) a formal 
introduction to a new job ete. (attended an induction 
course), 9 Elect, a & the production of an electric or 
magnetic state by the proximity (without contact) of 
an electrified or magnetized body. b the production 
of an electric current in a conductor by a change of 
magnetic field. & pitcrromacnnrism. 6 the drawing 


induction coil 


of a fuel mixture into the cylinders of an internal- 
combustion engine. 7 US enlistment for military 
Service. 

induction coil 7. a coil for generating intermittent 
high voltage from a direct current. 

induction loop 2. a loop of wire around an area in 
a building etc., producing an electromagnetic 
signal received directly by hearing aids. 

inductive adj. 1 (of reasoning etc.) of or based on 
induction. 2 of electric or magnetic induction. 
Oinductively adu. 

inductor n. 1 Elect a component (in a circuit) 
which possesses inductance. 2 a person who 
inducts a member of the clergy. 

indulge v. 1 inir (often foll. by i) take pleasure 
freely. 2 tr yield freely to (a desire etc.). 3 t gratify 
the wishes of} favour. [from Latin imdulgére ‘to give 
free rein to’ 0 indulger n. 

indulgence 7. 1 a the act of indulging. b the state 
of being mdulgent. 2 something indulged in. 
3 RC Ch. the remission of temporal punishment 
in purgatory, still due for sins after absolution. 

indulgent ad. 1 lenient; ready to overlook faults 
etc. 2 indulging, 5 indulgently ad. 

industrial adj. 1 of or relating to industry or indus- 
tries. 2 for use in industry (industrial alcohol). 
3 characterized by highly developed industries 
(the industral nations). 0 industrially ad. 

industrial action n. Bri. any action, esp. a strike 
or work to rule, taken by employees as a protest. 

industrial archaeology ». the study of machines, 
factories, bridges, etc., formerly used in industry. 

industrial estate 7. Bri/. an area of land devel- 
oped for the siting of industrial enterprises. 

industrialism 7. a social or economic system in 
which manufacturing industries are prevalent. 

industrialist n. a person cngaged in the manage- 
ment of industry. 

industrialize 7. (also -ise) 1 /: mtroduce industries 
to (a country or region etc.). 2 itz become indus- 
trialized? o industrialization 7. 

industrial relations 7.f/. the relations between 
management and workers in industries. 


EXPLODED VIEW OF A TURBOCHARGED, 


industrial-strength adj. (often attnb.) often joc. 
strong, powerful. 

industrious adj. diligent, hard-working. 0 indus- 
triously ad. industriousness n. 

industry n. (pi. -ies) 1 a a branch of trade or 
manufacture. b trade and manufacture collectively. 
2 concerted or copious activity. 3 diligence. [from 
Latin industria ‘diligence’ | 

Indy 7. a chiefly American form of motor racing, 
usu. at very high speeds on oval circuits (often 
attrib: Indy racing). [from Indianapolis in the US, 
where the principal Indy race is held] 

Indycar x. 1 ¥ a car used in Indy racing, 2 (attrib) = 
tnpy (Indycar champion; Indycar team). 

inebriate e v./7 1 make drunk. 2 excite. @ ad). 
drunken. e ». a drunkard. [from Latn imebniatus 
‘drunk’] 0 inebriation n. inebriety 2. 

inedible adj. not edible, esp. not suitable for eating 
(cf. UNEAtABLE). O inedibility x. 

ineducable adj. incapable of 
o ineducability 2. 


being educated. 


ineffable adj. 1 unuttcrable: too great for descrip- 
tion in words. 2 that must not be uttered. [from 
Latin ineffabilis| GO ineffability n. ineffably ado. 
ineffaceable adj. that cannot be cflaced. 

ineffective adj. 1 not producing any effect or 
the desired effect. 2 (of a person) imeflicient: 
not achievmg results. 3 lacking artistic effect. 
O ineffectively adv. ineffectiveness 1. 

ineffectual ad. 1 a without effect. b not producing 
the desired or expected effect. 2 (of a person) 
lacking the ability to achieve results (an ieffectual 
leader). O ineffectuality 7. ineffectually ado. 
ineffectualness 7. 

inefficacious adj. (of a remedy etc.) not producing 
the desired effect. G imefficaciously adi: 
inefficacy 1. 

inefficient adj. 1 not efficient or fully capable; 
inconfpetent. 2 (of a person) not fully capable: 
incompetent. 0 inefficiency 1. inefficiently adi 

inelastic adj. 1 not clastic. 2 unadaptable, inflex- 
ible, unyielding. Oo inelasticity n. 

inelegant adj. 1 ungraceful. 2 a unrefined. b (of a 


inertia selling 


style) unpolished, o inelegance n. inelegantly ade: 

ineligible ad. not cligible. 0 ineligibility n. ineli- 
gibly adv. 

ineluctable adj. 1 irresistible. 2 inescapable. [from 
Latin ineluctabilis| O ineluctability x. ineluctably 
adv. 

inept ad. 1 a clumsy, unskilful. b absurd, silly. 
2 inappropriate. [from Latin meptus] 0 ineptitude n. 
ineptly adv. ineptness n. 


a Usage Jnept and inapt are easily confused because 
they have virtually the same meanings. However, 
inept is a far commoner word than imapt and 1s 
usually used in sense la, ‘clumsy, unskilful’. Jnapt is 
more often used to mean ‘unsuitable, inappropri- 
ate’. This difference is illustrated by the example 
His after-dinner speech was both inept and inapt, 1.e. it was 
both clumsy and inappropriate. 


inequable adj. 1 not fairly distributed. 2 not 
uniform. 

inequality n. (pi. -ies) 1 a lack of equality. b an 
instance of this. 2 the state of being variable. 

inequitable /in-ek-wit-abiil/ adj. unfair, unjust. 
Dinequitably ad. 

inequity 7. (//. -ies) unfairness, bias. 
ineradicable adj. that cannot be eradicated. 
D ineradicably ad:. 

inert adj. 1 without inherent power of action, 
motion, or resistance. 2 without active chemical 
or other properties. 3 sluggish, slow: [from Latin 
iners inert- ‘unskilled, inactive’) O inertly ade, 
inertness 71. 

inert gas n. = NOBLE GAS. 

inertia 7. 1 Physics a property of matter by which it 
continues in its existing state of rest or uniform 
motion in a straight line, unless that state is 
changed by an external force. 2 a inertness, sloth. 
b a tendency to remain unchanged. [Latin] 
Oinertial adj. inertialess ad). 

inertia reel 1. a rec] device which allows a vehicle 
seat belt to unwind freely but which locks under 
force of impact or rapid deceleration, 

inertia selling 7. Brit. the sending of unsolicited 
goods in the hope of making a sale. 


INDYCAR 


streamlined rear bodywork 


V-8 ENGINE INDYCAR The Indycar’s powerful, turbocharged engine 
and aerodynamic bodywork features enable it 
to achieve maximum speeds of up to 320 k.p.h. 
(200 m.p.h.). Indycar competition racing usually 
takes place on oval circuits, allowing the cars 

to perform at their maximum speeds. 
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inescapable 


inescapable adj. that cannot be escaped or 
avoided. 0 inescapability ». inescapably adi. 

inessential e adj. 1 not necessary. 2 dispensable. 
@ 7. an inessential thing. 

inestimable adj. too great, intense, precious, etc., 
to be estimated. 0 inestimably ad. 

inevitable e adj. 1 a unavoidable. b that is bound 
to occur or appear. 2 collog. tiresomely predictable. 
@ 7. (prec. by the) that which is inevitable. [from 
Latin ineritabihs| 0 inevitability nx. inevitable- 
ness 7. inevitably adv. 

inexact adj. not exact. O inexactitude n. inex- 
actly adi. inexactness "1. 

inexcusable adj. (of a person, action, etc.) that 
cannot be excused or justified. 0 inexcusably adv. 

inexhaustible adj. that cannot be exhausted or 
used up. G inexhaustibility 7. inexhaustibly 
ade. 

inexorable /in-eks-er-abiil/ adj. 1 relentless. 
2 that cannot be persuaded by request or entreaty. 
[from Latin meaorabils| 0 inexorability 7. inex- 
orably aa. 

inexpedient dj. not expedient. o inexpediency ». 

inexpensive ad). not expensive, cheap. 0 imexpen- 
sively «di. inexpensiveness 1. 


inexperience 7. lack of experience, or of the 
resulting knowledge or skill. 0 inexperienced adj. 


inexpert ad. unskilful; lacking expertise. O inex- 
pertly ad. inexpertness 7. 

inexplicable ad). that cannot be explained or 
accounted for. 0 inexplicability 1. mexplicably 
adi. 

inexplicit adj. not definitely or clearly expressed. 

inexpressible adj. that cannot be expressed. 
dO inexpressibly adi. 

inexpressive adj. not expressive. O inexpres- 
sively adv. inexpressiveness 1. 

inextinguishable ad). 1 not quenchable. 2. in- 
destrucuble, 3 (of laughter ete.) irrepressible. 

in extremis «dj. 1 at the point of death. 2 in great 
difficulties. [Latin] 

inextricable adj. 1 (of a circumstance) that cannot 
be escaped from. 2 \of a knot, problem, etc. 
that cannot be unravelled or solved. [from Latin 
inertricahils| O inextricably adr: 

infallible adj. 1 incapable of error. 2 tof a method. 
test, proof, etc.) unfailing: sure to 
Oo infallibility ». infallibly adi. 

infamous /in-fi-mts/ adj. 1 notoriously bad: 
having a bad reputation. 2 abominable. [from 
Latin mfanis) oinfamously ad. infamy 2. //. -ies). 

infancy 2. (//. -ies; 1 early childhood: babyhood. 
2 an early state in the development of an idea, 
undertaking, ete. [related to iit] 


succced. 


infant 7. 1 a a child during the earliest period of 


its life. b Brit. a schoolehild helow the age ol 
seven years. 2 (esp. afib.: a thing man early stage 
of ats development. [from Latin mfans wfant 
‘unable to speak | 
infanticide 7. 1 the killing of an infant soon 
after birth. 2 a person who kills an infant. [from 
Late Latin infanticidium| 0 infanticidal wd). 


infantile adj. 1 like or characteristic of a child. 
2 chilclish, immature (infantile humour). 

infantile paralysis 7. poliomyelitis. 

infant mortality 7. death before the age of one. 

infantry 1. ( //. -ies) a bocly of soldiers who march 
and fight on foot; foot soldiers collectively. 

infantryman 7. (//. -men) ® a soldier of an 
infantry regiment. 

infarct ». Jed. a small localized area of dead 

caused by an imadequate blood supply. 

[based on Latin farctus ‘stullec’] 0 infarction n. 


Usstu 


i./e (usu, as infatuated adj.) 1 \olten 
loll. by ey mspire with mtense usu. transitory 
fondness or adnuraton. 2 alfect with extreme 
folly, [based on Latin mfatuatus made a fool of ] 
Oinfatuation 1 


infatuate 


ld 


infect ¢/; 1 contaminate (air, water, etc.) with 
harmful organisms or noxious matter. 2 a affect 
{a person) with discase etc. b affect (a computer 
system) with a virus. [based on Latin ifectus 
‘tainted’| 0 infector 7. 

infection 7. 1 a the process of infecting or state of 
being infected. b an instance of this; an infectious 
disease. ¢ the presence of a virus in, or its entry 
into, a computer system. 2 communication of 
disease, esp. by the agency of air, water, etc. 

infectious ad. 1 infecting with disease. 2 (of a 
disease) liable to be transmitted by air, water, etc. 
3 (of emotions etc.) quickly affecting others. 
oinfectiously adi. infectiousness 7. 

infelicitous adj. not unfortunate, 
oinfelicitously ad. 

infelicity n, (p/. -ies) 1 a inaptness of expression 
etc. b an instance of this. 2 unhappiness. 

infer «./r (inferred. inferring) (often foll. by (ial + 
clause) 1 deduce or conclude from facts and 
reasoning, 2 disp. imply, suggest. {from Latin inferre| 
Oinferable ad}. (also inferrable). 


felicitous: 


m Usage The use of injer in sense 2 is considered 
incorrect by many people since it is the reverse of 
the primary sense of the verb. It should be avoided 
by using wmply or suggest. 


inference 7. 1 the act or an instance of inferring. 
2 Loge a the forming of a conclusion from 
prenusses. b a thing inferred. o inferential ad). 
inferentially adv, 

inferior @ adj. 1 (often foll. by fo) lower in rank, 
quality. ete. 2 poor in quality. 3 (of figures or letters) 
written or printed below the line. 7. a person 
inferior to another, esp. in rank. (Latin, literally 
‘that is further below’] 0 inferiorly adv. 


inferiority 1. the state of being inferior. 

inferiority complex 7. an unrealisti feeling 
of general inadequacy, sometimes marked by 
aggressive behaviour in compensation. 

infernal adj. 1 a of hell or the underworld. b hell- 
ish, fiendish. 2 collog. detestable, tiresome. [from 
Latin infernus “situated below ] o infernally adv. 

inferno 7. (//. -os) 1 a raging fire. 2 a scene of 
horror or distress. 3 hell. [Ttalian| 

infertile aq. not [ertile. 0 infertility 1. 

infest «fr: (esp. of vermin) overrun (a place). [from 
Latin imfestare “to assail’] O infestation n, 


infidel @ n. 


a person who does not believe ‘in 


religion or in a particular religion; an unbeliever. 


infidel. 


@ ad. 1 that is an 2 of unbelievers. 


[fram Latin wfidelis] 


covered helmet 


torch ALI6 rif 


unit badge 


name lafie 


water battle 


cade degen 


equipment 
hal 


bell 


camouflage 


Storage pocket 
hausers 


desert bool 


INFANTRYMAN IN US 
DESERT COMBAL UL NIORM 


inflammable 


INFLAMMATION 


Damage to the skin, or a localized infection, 
induces an influx of phagecytic blood cells 
and proteins to the affected area to fight 
bacteria or repair tissue damage. The 
increased supply of blood causes the 
redness and swelling of inflammation. 


: [- allen 


skin 
tissue | 


phagocytic cells \ enlarged blood vessels 


CROSS-SECTION OF INFLAMED HUMAN SKIN 


infidelity 1. (//. -ies) 1 disloyalty, or esp. unfaith- 
fulness to a sexual partner. 2 an instance of this. 

infield n. 1 Cricket the part of the ground near the 
wicket. 2 Baseball a the area within the four bases. 
b the defensive positions near the bases. > wasesal.. 
Oo infielder 7. 

infighting 7. 1 hidden conflict or competitiveness 
within an organization. 2 boxing at closer quarters 
than arm’s length. 0 infighter n. 

infill e 1, 1 material used to fill a hole, gap, ete. 
2 the placing of buildings to occupy the space 
between existing ones. @ z./7 fill in (a cavity etc.). 

infilling 7. = isriit 7. 

infiltrate «. La fi: G intr. penetrate, gain entrance or 
access (to: surreptitiously and by degrees (as spies etc.). 
b fv. cause to do this. 2 i, G ini permeate by filtra- 
tion. 3 f G intr. (often foll. by into, through; introduce 
(fluid) by filtration. infiltration 2. infiltrator 7. 

infinite @ adj. 1 boundless, endless. 2 very great 
or many \infinile resources). @ n. 1 (the Infinite) God. 
2 \the infinite) infinite space. O infinitely ade. 

infinitesimal e dj. infinitely or very small. @ 7. an 
infinitesimal amount. [from modern Latin in/inites- 
imus| O infinitesimally ad:. 


‘ 


infinitive 7. a form of a verb expressing the verbal 
notion without a particular subject, tense, ete. (e.g. 
see in we came to yee, let him see). (from Latin infinitivus| 
Dinfinitival ad). 

infinity n. (p/. -ies; 1 the state of being infinite. 
2 an infinite number or extent. 3 Afath. infinite 
quantity. 

infirm ad. physically weak. csp. through age. 0 in- 
firmity 7. (//. -ies . infirmly adv. 

infirmary 7. (//, -ies) 1 a hospital. 2 a place for the 
ill in a monastery, school, ete. & MoNAsrery 

infix vf, (often foll. by m) 1 fix (a thing in another). 
2 impress (a fact etc. in the mind). 

in flagrante delicto /in fla-gran-ti ci-lik-toh/ 
adv. mm the very act of committing an offence. 
[Latin, literally ‘in blazing crime’ | 

inflame v 1 if, & intr (often foll. by wrth. by) 
provoke or become provoked to strong fecling, 
esp, anger. 2 Afed. a int, become hot, reddened, 
and sore. b é cause inflammation or fever in 
(a body ete.). 3 i ageravate. 4 intr G tr catch 
or set on fire. 5 4, ight up with or as if with flames, 

inflammable adj. 1 casily set on fire; flammable. 
2 casily excited. O inflammability n. inflam- 
mableness 1. 


w Usage Ser Usage Note at tiaiianis. 


inflammation 


inflammation 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
inflaming. 2 fed, < a localized physical condition 
with heat, swelling, redness, and usu. pain. 

inflammatory adj. 1 (esp. of speeches etc.) tending 
to cause anger etc. 2 of or tending to cause inflam- 
mation of the body. 

inflatable e adj. that can be inflated. @ z. an inflat- 
able object. 

inflate v./r 1 distend (a balloon etc.) with air or gas. 
2 (usu. foll. by zwzth; usu. in passive) puff up (a person 
with pride etc.). 3 a (often absol.) bring about infla- 
tion of (a currency). b raise (prices) artificially. 
4 exaggerate or embellish. 5 (as inflated ad.) 
(esp. of language, sentiments, etc.) bombastic. 
[based on Latin im/flatus ‘blown into’] o inflatedly 
adv. inflatedness n. inflator 7. 

inflation 7. 1 the act of inflating. 2 Evon. a a gen- 
eral increase in prices. b an increase in available 
currency regarded as causing this. D inflationary 

Reg ANE ABRO Ns oe . : They were afflicted by a virus is correct, as is A virus 

inflect v, 1 / change the pitch of (the voice, a musi- | _,,,. inflicted upon them. 
cal note, etc.). 2 Gram. a tr change the form of - 
(a word) to express tense, gender, number, mood, infliction 7. 1 the act or an instance of inflicting. 
etc. b intr. undergo such change. 3 ¢, bend inwards; 2 something inflicted, esp. a troublesome or boring 
curve. [from Latin injlectere| 0 inflective ad). experience. [Late Latin in/lictio] 


inflection 7. (also inflexion) 1 a the act or condi- 
tion of inflecting or being inflected. 2 Gram. a the 
process or practice of inflecting words. b an 
inflected form of a word. ¢ a suffix etc. used to 
inflect, e.g. -ed. 3a modulation of the voice. 4 Geom. 
a change of curvature from convex to concave at a 
particular point on a curve. © inflectional adj. 
inflectionally adv. inflectionless ad). 

inflexible ad. 1 unbendable. 2 stiff; immovable; 
obstinate. D inflexibility n. inflexibly adv. 

inflict v,/r (usu. foll. by on, upon) 1 administer, deal (a 
stroke, wound, defeat, etc.). 2 (also 7efl.) often 
Joc. impose (suffering, a penalty, oneself, one’s 
company, etc.) on (shall not inflict myself on you any 
longer). [based on Latin inflictus ‘struck against’) 
Dinflicter n. inflictor 7. 


w Usage Care should be taken not to confuse 
inflict with afflict. One inflicts something on or upon 
someone, or one 1s afflicted with or by something, e.g. 


INFLORESCENCE 


The term inflorescence is used to 
describe all flower heads, which vary 
greatly according to the arrangement 
of individual flowers within 
them. The simplest form of 
inflorescence is a solitary 
flower borne on a single 
stem. A capitulum often 
looks similar. but consists 
of a disc-hke pad 
supporting a number 

of densely packed florets. 
The flowers in other types of inflor- 


flnce 


~ pedicel 


escence may be stalked or stalkless, ( flower 
and may radiate from a single point eke] stalk) 
or be arranged at intervals along a 

stem. In the examples shown, the uo Maas 

diagrams illustrate the structure of OF N HOCWEED pedunch 

each type of inflorescence. EL ORS (inflorescence 


(UMBEL) ~ stalk) 


‘ EXAMPLES OF OTHER INFLORESCENCES 
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infrangible 


in-flight a(ffrid.adj. occurring or provided during 
an aircraft flight. 
inflorescence 7. 1 Boi. a ¥ the complete flower 
head of a plant including stems, stalks, bracts, 
and flowers. b the arrangement of this. 2 the 
process of flowering. [based on Late Latin 
inflorescere to come into flower’ ] 
inflow 2. 1 a flowing in. 2 something that flows in. 
D inflowing 7. © adj. 
influence e 7. 1 (usu. foll. by on, upon) the effect 
a person or thing has on another. 2 (usu. foll. 
by over, with) moral ascendancy or power. 3 a thing 
or person exercising such power (is @ good influence 
on them). @ v.tr exert influence on; have an effect 
on. G under the influence ollog. drunk. [based 
on Latin influent- ‘flowing in’] o influenceable ad). 
influencer 71. 
influent e adj. flowing in. @ 7. a tributary stream. 
influential adj. having a great influence or power. 
oinfluentially adv. 
influenza 7. a highly contagious virus infection 
causing fever, severe aching, and catarrh, often 
occurring in epidemics. [from medieval Latn 
influentia ‘influence’| Oo influenzal ad). 
influx 7. (often foll. by into) 1 a continual stream 
of people or things (an influx of complaints). 2 (usu. 
foll. by inéo) a flowing in, esp. of a stream etc. 
[French influx or Late Latin m/luxus] 
info 7. collog. information. 
infomercial 7. (also informercial) esp. US 
an advertising film, esp. on television, which 
promotes a product in an inforniative and 
purportedly objective style. 
inform ». 1 / (usu. foll. by of, about, on, 
or thal, how + clause) tell. 2 mir (usu. foll. 
by against, on) give incriminating 
information about a person to the authori- 
ties. 3 f impart its quality to. [from Latin 
infuormare “to give shape to, describe’] 
Oinformant n. 
informal adj. b without ceremony or formality ( just 
an informal chat). 2 (of language, clothing, etc.) 
everyday; normal. o informality n. (/. -ies). 
informally adi. 
informatics n. Computing the science of processing 
data for storage and retrieval. 
information 7. 1 a something told; knowledge. 
b (usu. foll. by on, about) items of knowledge: news. 
2 (usu. foll. by against} Law a charge or complaint 
lodged with a court or magistrate. 3 a the act 
of informing or telling. b an instance of this. 
d informational ad). informationally adv. 
information retrieval 7. the tracing and recovery 
of information stored in books, computers, etc. 
information superhighway see suri RH). 
information technology n. the study or use of 
systems (esp. computers, telecommunications, etc.’ 
for storme, retrieving, and sending information. 
informative adj. giving information; instructive. 
0 informatively ad:. informativeness 1. 
informed ad). 1 with knowledge of the facts (/ake 
an informed decision). 2 eclucated; knowledgeable 
(informed readers). 
informer 7. 1 a person who informs against 
another. 2 a person who informs or advises. 
informercial var. of iniomirci\l. 
infotainment 7), broadcast material intended both 
to entertain and to inforin, 
infra- com). form 1 below (opp. surra-). 2 Anal. below 
or under a part of the body. [from or suggested by 
Latin infra “below, beneath’ | 
infra adv, below, further on (in a book). 
infraction 7. esp. Law a violation or infringement. 
[from Latin infractio. related to irrinct] 
infra dig predi.ad). collog, beneath one’s dignity; 
unbecoming, [abbreviation of Latin mafia dignilaiem| 
infrangible ad. 1) unbreakable. 2 
0 infrangibility 7. infrangibly a7: 


French inprangble or medieval Latin zfrangibilis} 


inviolable. 
fobsolete 


infra-red 


— ultraviolet 
radiation 


— visible spectrum 


| 
~~ infra-red 
radiation 


INFRA-RED RADIATION WITHIN 
THE ELECTROMAGNETIC SPECTRUM 


infra-red ad). (US & Sci. infrared) A of or using 
electromagnetic radiation having a wavelength just 
greater than the red end of the visible spectrum. 
CD 6LLO PROMAGMELIC RADIVEION. THLRMOGR \M 

infrastructure 7. 1 a the basic structural founca- 
tions of a society or enterprise, b roads, bridges. 
sewers, etc., regarded as a country’s economic 
foundation. 2 permanent installations as a basis for 
military etc. operations. 0 infrastructural ad). 

infrequent dj. not frequent. 0 infrequency 7. 
infrequently adi. 

infringe «. 1 / a act contrary to; violate (a law, 
an oath. etc... b act in defiance of ‘another's 
rights etc.). 2 im: (usu. foll. by on, upon) encroach: 
trespass. [from Latin infringere| 0 infringement 7. 
infringer n. 

infuriate 1/7 fill with fury: enrage. O infuriating 
ad). infuriatingly adr. 

infuse 7. 1 /: (usu. foll. by with) imbue: pervade 
(anger infused with resentment), 2 t steep (herbs, tea, 
etc.) in quid to extract the content. 3 fr (usu. foll. 
by into) instil (grace, spirit, life, etc.). 4 ine undergo 
infusion ilet if infuse for five minutes, [based on Latin 
infusus ‘poured in] O infusable ad). infuser 7. 

infusible ad. not able to be fused or melted. 

infusion 7. 1 a liquid obtained by infusing. 
2 an infused element: an admixture. 3 ed. a slow 
injection of a substance into a vein or tissue. 
4 a the act of infusing. b an instance of this. 


ingenious adj. 1 clever al inventing, constructing, 

organizing, etc. 2 (of a machine. theory. etc. 
cleverly contrived. [from Latin imgentosus| O in- 
geniously adi. ingeniousness /. 


a Usage Sce Usage Note at incuxtors. 


ingénue /an-chay-new/ n, 1 an innocent or 
unsophisticated young woman, 2 Theatr such a 
partin a play: (French, hterally “ingenuous female’ | 

ingenuity 7. skill in devising or contriving. [from 
Latin mgenuelay ngenuousness’: English sense by 
confusion of aiweniouy with ingenuows| 

ingenuous (dj. 1 innocent; artless. 2 open: frank. 
[from Latin imgenues “trecborn, frank’| oO ingenu- 
ously ad. ingenuousness // 


mw Usage /ngennous, meaning “open, frank, inno- 
cent, is sometimes confused with agenous. which 
means ‘clever at inventing’. 


ingest 7./r, 1 take in (food ete.); eat. 2 absorb facts, 
knowledge, etc.). [based on Latin mgestus ‘carried 
in| G ingestion x. ingestive ad). 

inglenook 7. a space within the opening on either 
side of a large fireplace. [based on dialect ‘origi- 
nally Scots) mele “fire burning on a hearth’] 

inglorious «d). 1 shameful: ignominious. 2 not 
famous. G ingloriously vd: ingloriousness 1. 

ingoing adj. going in; entering 

ingot 7. a usu. oblong piece of cast metal, esp. of 
gold. silver, or steel. [Middle English] 

ingrain «/) (also engrain 1 (esp. as mgraimed 
adi implant ta habit. behef or atutude: meradic- 

ably in a person, 2 (as ingrained adj. yof dirt et 


deeply embedded. [from Old French engrainer ‘to | 
dye in grain’| 

ingratiate wvefl. (usu. foll. by wth) bring oneself’ 
into favour. [based on Latin i gratiam “into favour] 
0 ingratiation 7. ‘ 

ingratiating «dj. intended to gain grace or favour. 
0D ingratiatingly adz. 

ingratitude 77. a lack of due gratitude. 

ingredient 7, a component part in a recipe, 
mixture, or combination. [from Latin imgredient- 
‘entering | 

ingress 7. the act or right of going in or entering. 
[from Latin mgressus “entrance’| 0 ingression 1. 

ingrowing adj. growing inwards, ep. (of a tocnail) 
growing into the flesh. Gingrown ad. ingrowth 7. 

inguinal /ing-gwin-al/ adj. of the grom. [based 
on Latin wguen -inis ‘groin’| 

inhabit 7/7, (inhabited, inhabiting) (of a person 
or animal) dwell in; occupy. [from Latin 
inhabilare] O inhabitable ad. inhabitability n. 
inhabitant 7. 

inhalant n. a medicine for inhaling. 

inhale v/7, (ofien a@bsol.) breathe in (air, gas, tobacco 
smoke, ete.). [from Latin imfalae ‘to breathe in’] 
0 inhalation ». 

inhaler 7.» a device for adminis- 
tering an inhalant, esp. to 


relieve asthma, > prow ; = 
canister ——~ 


inharmonious — aij. 

esp. Afus. not harmo- 

nious. QO inharmo- 

; niously ade: plastic outer 

inhere uintr. (often casing 

foll. by im) formal be . 

inherent. {from Latin 7 
inhaerére| = 
inherent d). (often foll. by i) (| 
existing in something, esp. as 

a permanent or characteristic 

attribute. O inherently adv. nozzle | 
inherit ult, (inherited, inherit- | mouthpiece | 
ing; 1 receive (property, rank, | 
utle, cte.) by legal descent or INHALER 


succession. 2 derive (a quality 

or characteristic) genetically from one’s parents 
or ancestors. [based on Latin Aeres “heir’] 0 inher- 
itable adj. inheritability 7. inheritor 7. { fem. 
inheritrix. 

inheritance 7. 1 something that is inherited. 2 the 
act of mheriung. 

inheritance tax 7. a tax levied on property etc. 
acquired by gift or inheritance. 
inhibit ¢/; (inhibited, inhibiting, 1 hinder, 
restrain, or prevent (an action or progress) 
2 \as inhibited adj.) subject to imbibition. 3 (usu. 
foll. by from + verbal noun) forbid or prohibit 
(a person etc.) [based on Latin infibitus “held in’] 
D inhibitor 7. inhibitory ad. 

inhibition ». 1 Psychol. a restraint on the direct 
expression of an instinct. 2 collog. an emotional 
resistance to a thought, an action, ete. (no mhibitions 
aboul singing in public). 3 a the act of inhibiting. 
b the process of being inhibited. 
inhospitable adj. 1 not hospitable. 2 (of a region, 


INJECTION MOULDING 
In the process of injection 
moulding. plasue granules 
are ted through a hopper 

to be heated in a chamber. 


injunction 


coast, etc.) not affording shelter etc. O inhos- 
pitableness 7. inhospitably adv. 
inhospitality 7. the act or process of being inhos- 
pitable. 
in-house e adj. done or exigting within an institu- 
tion, company, etc. (an in-house project). @ adv. mter- 
nally, without outside assistance. 
inhuman ad. brutal; unfeeling; 
Oo inhumanly adz. 
inhumane ad. not humane. o inhumanely ad:. 
inhumanity 7. ( //. -ies) 1 brutality; barbarousness; 
callousness. 2 an inhumane act. 
inimical adj. (usu. foll. by to) 1 hostile. 2 harmful. 
[from Late Latin inimicals| 0 inimically adv. 
inimitable adj. impossible to imitate. [from Latin 
inimitabilis| O inimitability x. inimitably adv. 
iniquity 7. ( //. -ies) 1 wickedness; unrighteousness. 
2 a gross injustice. [from Latin mugquitas| 0 iniqui- 
tous ad. iniquitously ad. 
initial e adj. of, existing, or occurring at the begin- 
ning (initial stage; initial expenses). @ n. 1 = INITIAL 
uerizr. 2 the first letter of a name (esp. in pl.: whose 
initials are JDP?). @ utr (initialled, initialling; 
US initialed, initialing) mark or sign with 
one’s initials. [from Latin zztialiy| 0 initially ado. 
initialize vt; (also -ise) (often foll. by ws) 
Computing set to the value or put in the 
condition appropriate to the start of an opera- 
lion. 0 initialization 2. 
initial letter 7. a letter at the beginning of a 
word. 


barbarous. 


initiate e viz 1 begin; set going; originate. 
2 a (usu. foll. by into) admit (a person) into a 
society, an office etc., esp. with a ritual. b (usu. 
foll. by wm, into) instruct (a person) in a science, 
art, etc. @ m. a person wha has been newly initi- 
ated. @ adj. (of a person) newly initiated (an 
inthate member). [from Latin initiatus ‘initiated’ 
initiation 7. initiator 7”. initiatory ad). 
initiative . 1 the ability to initiate things; enter- 
prise (he lacks initiative). 2 a first step; origination (a 
peace initiate). 3 the power or right to begin some- 
thing. 0 on one’s own initiative without being 
prompted by others: take the initiative (often 
foll. by i + verbal noun) be the first to take action. 


inject 1/7 1 \fed. asfusu. foll. by into) drive or force 
{a solution, medicine, etc.) by or as if by a syringe. 
b (usu, foll. by zezthj fill (a cavity ete.) by injecting, 
¢ administer medicine etc. to (a person) by 
injection. 2 insert or introduce by way of interrup- 
tion or as a boost (may I inject a note of realism?). 
[hased on Latin iectus ‘thrown mn’) 0 injectable 
ad). @ n. injection 7. injector n. 

injection moulding 1. ¥ the shaping of rubber or 
plastic articles by injecting heated material into a 
mould, 0 injection-moulded ad). 

in-joke 7. a joke that is shared exclusively by a 
group of people. 

injudicious ad. unwise: ill-judged. oO injudi- 
ciously adi. injudiciousness 7. 

injunction 7. 1 an authoritative warning or order. 
2 Law a judicial order restraining a person from 
an act or compelling redress to an injured party. 
[from Late Latin ajunctio| O injunctive ad). 


INJECTION MOULDING PROCESS 


plastic granules 


hopper 


molten plastic 


mould 
in {eo 


Ascrew in the chamber 
rotates, forcing the molten 


party 


plastic into a mould, where 
it quickly cools and solidifies 
into the shape required. 


Ivers ar Tere 


tl ote 4 


injure 


injure 1. 1 hurt or damage. 2 harm or impair (i//ness 
might uyure her chances). 3 do wrong to. 0 injurer n. 

injured aaj. 1 harmed or hurt. 2 offended; wronged 
(in an injured tone). 

injurious ad. 1 hurtful. 2 (of language) insulting; 
hbellous. o injuriously adv. 

injury 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a physical harm or damage. 
b an instance of this (head wyjurtes). 2 esp. Law wrong- 
ful action or treatment. [from Latin ijuna ‘a wrong’ | 

injury time 7. Bril. Football extra playing time 
allowed by a referee to compensate for time lost 
in dealing with injuries. 

injustice 7. 1 a lack of fairness or justice. 2 an 
unjust act. O do a person an injustice judge a 
person unfairly. 

ink e x. 1 a coloured fluid or paste used for writing, 
printing, duplicating, etc. 2 Zool. a black liquid 
ejected by a cuttlefish, octopus, etc. @ vf: 1 (usu. 
foll. by in, over, etc.) mark with ink. 2 apply ink to. 
[froin Greek egkauston, purple ink used by Roman 
emperors for signatures] 

ink-blot test 7. = Rorscuacn Test. 

ink-jet printer 7. Computing a printer in which the 
characters are formed by minute jets of ink. 

inkling 7. (often foll. by of) a shght knowledge or 
suspicion; a hint. [from Middle English ile ‘to 
utter in an undertone’ | 

inkwell 7. a pot for ink usu. housed in a hole in a 
desk. 

inky adj. (nkier, inkiest) of, as black as, or stained 
with ink. o inkiness 2. 

inlaid pasi and past part. of invay. 

inland e adj. 1 situated in the interior of a country. 
2 esp. Brit. carried on within the limits of a country; 
domestic (inland trade). @ adv. in or towards the 
interior of a country, Oo inlander 7. 

inland navigation 7. communication by canals 
and rivers. 

Inland Revenue 7. (in the UK) the government 
department responsible for assessing and collecting 
taxes and inland duties. 

in-law 7. (often in #/.) a relative by marriage. 

inlay e 2.17. (past ard past part. inlaid) 1 (usu. foll. by 
in) embed (a thing in another) so that the surfaces 
are even. 2 (usu. foll. by wrth; often as inlaid adj.) 
¥ ornament (a thing with 
inlaid work). e 7. 1 
inlaid work. 2 mater- 
ial inlaid. 6 inlayer 7. 


™ at | 
INLAY: 18TH-CENTURY ENGLISH 
PISTOL WITH INLAID HANDLE 


inlet 7, 1 a small arm of the sea, a lake, or a river. 
2 a piece inserted, esp. in dressmaking etc. 3 a way 
of entry. [Middle English] 

in-line adj. 1 haying parts arranged in a line. 
2 constituting an integral part of a continuous 
sequence of operations or machines. 

in loco parentis /pa-ren-tis/ adi. in the place 
or position of a parent (used of a teacher etc. 
responsible for children). [Latin] 

inmate n. (often foll. by of) an occupant of a hospi- 
tal, prison, institution, etc. 

in memoriam rep. in memory of (a dead person). 
{Latin} 

inmost adj. 1 most mward. 2 most intimate. 

inn rn. ta public house providing alcoholic liquor 
for consumption on the premises, and sometimes 
accommodation ete. 2 fist. a house providing 
accommodation, esp. for travellers. [Old English] 


INNER EAR 


Inside the human inner ear the 
cochlea, a fluid-filled spiral, 
converts sound waves into 
electrical impulses, which are 
transmitted via the cochlear 
nerve to the brain. Three 
semicircular canals, also 
containing fluid, maintain 
our sense of balance. The 
canals are connected 
to the brain via the 
vestibular nerve. 


vestibular nerve 
lateral 
semicircular canal - 


posterior 
semicircular canal 


inquest 
CUTAWAY VIEW OF THE HUMAN INNER EAR 
anterior 
" semicircular canal 
cochlear 
nerve 
vestibular nerve , 

cochlea 


\ cochlear nerve 


vestibule 
. vestibular nerve 


innards 7.~/. collog. 1 entrails. 2 mternal works 
(of an engine etc.). 

innate adj. 1 inborn; natural. 2 Philos. originating in 
the mind. [Middle English from Latin inatus| 
ODinnately adi. innateness 7. 

inner e@ adj. (usu. attrib.) 1 further in; inside; interior 
(the inner compartment). 2 (of thoughts, feelings, 
etc.) deeper; more secret. @ 7. Brit. the division 
of a target next to the bull’s-eye. [Old English] 
oinnerly adv. innermost ad). 

inner bar 7. Brit. Law’ Queen’s or King’s Counsel 
collectively. 

inner circle 7. an exclusive group of friends or 
associates within a larger group. 

inner city 7. the area near the centre of a city, 
esp. when densely populated (also, with hyphen, 
attrib: inner city housing). 

inner ear 7. A the semicircular canals and cochlea, 
which form the organs of balance and hearing. 
© LAR 

inner man 7. (also inner woman) I the soul or 

mind, 2 joc. the stomach. 

inner tube 7. a separate inflatable tube inside 

the cover of a pneumatic tyre. 


inner Womam Seé€ INNER MAN. 


baseball during which both sides have a turn at 
batting, [from earlier verb zn “to go in’ 
innings 7. (p/. same or collog. inningses) 1 esp. 
Cricket a the part of a game during which a side 
is m or batting, b the play or score of a player 
during a turn at batting. 2 a period during which 
a government, party, cause, etc. is in office or 
effective. 3 a period during which a person can 
achieve something. 
innkeeper 7. a person who keeps an inn. 
innocent e adj. 1 free from moral wrong; sinless. 
2 (usu. foll. by of) not guilty (of a crime etc.). 
3 free from responsibility for an event yet suffering 
its consequences (innocent bystanders). 4 simple; 
guileless; naive. 5 harmless. @ 7». an innocent 
person, esp. a young child. [from Latin inocent- 
‘not hurting’) G imnocence 7. innocently adv. 
innocuous ad. 1 not injurious; harinless. 2 inoffen- 
sive. [from Latin i#nocuus] 0 mmocuously ado. 
innocuousness 7). 
Inn of Court 7. Bril. Law cach of the four legal 
societies having the exclusive right of admitting 
people to the English bar. 


innovate 2. int, 1 bring in new methods, icleas, ete, 


inning 7. N. Amer each division of a game of 


2 (often foll. by iz) make changes. [based on Latin 
innovatus ‘altered’ | D innovation 7. innovative ad). 
innovator 7, innovatory ad). 

innuendo 7. (p/. -oes or -os) 1 an allusive or 
oblique remark or hint, usu. disparaging. 2 a 
remark with a double meaning, usu. suggestive. 
{Latin, literally ‘by nodding at, by pointing to’] 

innumerable ad. too many to be counted. 
oinnumerably ado. 

innumerate adj. having no knowledge of or feeling 

for mathematical operations; not numerate. 

D imnumeracy 7. 

inoculate wiz treat (a person or animal) with a 
vaccine, usu. by injection, to promote immunity 
against a disease. [originally in sense ‘to insert 

(a bud) into a plant’: from Latin zoculare| 0D imocul- 
able adj. inoculation 7. inoculator n. 

inoffensive adj. not objectionable; harmless. 
o inoffensively adv. inoffensiveness 7. 

inoperable adj. 1 Surgery that cannot suitably be 
operated on (inoperable cancer). 2 that cannot be 
operated; inoperative. 0 inoperability 7. inoper- 
ably ado. 

inoperative adj. not working or taking effect. 

inopportune adj. not appropriate, esp. as regards 
ume. 0 inopportunely adv. inopportuneness 7. 

inordinate adj. immoderate; excessive. 0 inordi- 
nately adv. 

inorganic adj. 1 Chem. (of a compound) not organic, 
usu. of mineral origin (opp. orcanic 4). 2 without 
organized physical structure. 3 not arising by 
natural growth; extraneous. D inorganically adv. 

inorganic chemistry 7. the chemistry of imor- 
ganic compounds. 

in-patient 7. a patient who lives in hospital while 
under treatment. 

input e 7. 1 what is put in or taken in. 2 Electronics 
aa place where, or a device through which, energy. 
information, etc., enters a system (a fape recorder with 
inputs for microphone and radio). b energy supplied to a 
device or system; an electrical signal. 3 the action 
or process of putting in or feeding in. 4 a contribu- 
tion of information etc. @ 7/7: (maputting; past and 
past parl. input or inputted) (often foll. by mio) 
1 put in. 2 Computing supply (data. programs, etc.. 
to a computer, program, etc.). 0 inputter 1. 


inquest 7. 1 Law a Bri. an iiquiry by a coroner's 
court into the cause of a death. b a judicial inquiry 
to ascertain the facts relating to an incident etc. 
2 collog. a discussion analysing the outcome of a 
game, an election, etc. {from Old French engueste] 


| 
1 


inquietude 


inquietude 7. uneasiness. 

inquire ¢. 1 intr, seek information formally; make a 
formal investigation. 2 intrn @ th = ENauiRe. 
0 inquirer 7. 


uw Usage Sce Usage Note at enquire 


inquiry 7. (pi. -ies) 1 an investigation, esp. an 
official one, 2 = enquiry. 

inquiry agent n. Brit. a private detective. 
inquisition 7. 1 usu. deg an intensive search 
or investigation. 2 a judicial or official inquiry. 
3 (the Inquisition) RC Ch. hist. an ecclesiastical 
tribunal for the suppression of heresy, esp. in Spain, 
using torture and execution. [from Latin zguisilio 
‘examination | 

inquisitive adj. 1 unduly curious; prying. 2 seeking 
knowledge: inquiring. dD inquisitively adv. inquis- 
itiveness 7. 

inquisitor 7. 1 an official investigator. 2 fist. an 
officer of the Inquisition. 

inquisitorial adj. 1 of or hke an inquisitor. 2 offen- 
sively prying. 3 Law (of a trial etc.) in which the 
judge has a prosecuting role (opp. accusyror.a1). 
DO inquisitorially adv. 

inquorate ad. Bri/. not constituting a quorum. 

in re /ray/ prep. = xv’ |. [Latin, literally ‘in the 
matter (of )’| 

inroad 7. 1 (often in f/.; usu. foll. by on, inlo) an 
encroachment; a usmg up of resources etc. (makes 
inroads on my time}. 2 a hostile attack. 

inrush 7. a rushing in; an influx. 0 inrushing 
adj. & n. 

insalubrious adj. of a climate or place) unhealthy. 
O insalubrity 7. 

insane ad. 1 not of sound mind; mad. 2 rollog. 
extremely foolish. G insanely ad?. insanity 1. 
(pl. -ies). 

insanitary aq. not sanitary; dirty. 

insatiable ad). 1 unable to be satisfied. 2 usu. foll. 
by of) extremely greedy. [from Latin iamsatiabilis| 
Oinsatiability 7. insatiably ad. 

inscribe »./7 1 a (usu. foll. by im, on) write or carve 
words etc.) on stone. metal. a book, etc. b usu, foll. 
by wh) mark (a surface) with characters. 2 (usu. 
foll. by fo) write an mformal dedication (to a person) 
in or on (a book etc.). 3 enter the name of {a 
person) on a list or in a book. [from Latin tnseribere] 

inscription 7. 1 words inscribed, esp. on a stone. 
monument, coin. ina book. etc. 2 the act of inserib- 
ing, [from Latin inserzptio| 0 inseriptional adj. 

inscrutable adj. wholly mysterious, mpenetrable. 
[hased on Latin serufari ‘to search thoroughly’| 
Oinscrutability ”. inscrutably adi. 

insect 7. 1 & any arthropod of the class Insecta, 
having a head, thorax, abdomen, two antennae, 
three pars of thoracic legs, ancl usu. one or two 
pairs of thoracic wings. > LAosKLLL.ron, 2 (loosely) 
any other small animal esp. with 
several pairs of legs. [from Latin inecham (animal) 
‘notched (animal) 


invertebrate 


insecticide 7. a substance used for killing insects. 
UO insecticidal ad), 

insectivore 7. 1 ® any animal that feeds on 
insects, esp. a mammal of the order Insectivora. 
including shrews, hedgehogs, and moles. 2 any 
plant which captures and absorbs insects. [French| 
oO insectivorous «dj. 

insecure adj. 1 iof a person or state of mind 
uncertain: lacking confidence. 2 a unsafe; not firm 
or fixed. b tof ice, ground, etc.) lable to give 
way. 0 insecurely «di. insecurity 1. 

inseminate ?.//: 
female: by natural or artificial means. 2 sow 
weed etc, [based on Latin iaseminalus “sown 
in] 0 insemination 7. inseminator 


1 introduce semen into ta 


* 


insensate a) 
unconscious. Pe 


1 without physical sensation: 


without sensibility: unfeching. 
3 stupid. [from ecclesiastical Latin sasensalus| 


0 insensately ud. 


insensible adj. 1 unconscious. 2 (usu. foll. by of, 
fo) unaware; indifferent (insensible of her needs). 
3 without emotion; callous. GO insensibility n. 
insensibly adv. 

insensitive adj. (often foll. by io) 1 showing or feel- 
ing no sympathetic or emotional response. 2 not 
sensitive to physical stimuli. Oo insensitively ade. 
imsensitiveness 7”. insensitivity 7. 

insentient adj. not sentient; inanimate. O insen- 
tience 7. 

inseparable ad. (esp. of friends) unable or 
unwilling to be separated. O inseparability 1. 
inseparably adv. 

insert @ wt 1 (usu. foll. by im, ilo, between, etc.) 
place, fit, or thrust (a thing) into another. 2 (usu. 
foll. by im, mlo) mtroduce (a letter, word, article, 
advertisement, etc.) Into a newspaper etc, @ 7. 
something inserted, e.g. a loose page in a magazine. 
[from Latin insertus ‘put into’| 0 inserter n. 

insertion 7. 1 the act or an instance of inserting. 
2 an amendment etc. inserted in writing or 
printing, 3 each appearance of an advertisement 
in a newspaper etc. 4 an ornamental section 
of needlework inserted into plain material 
(lace insertions). 

in-service aiirib.adj. (of training) intended for 
those actively engaged in the profession or 
activity concerned. - 

INSET /in-set/ 2. (often attrb.) taming during 
term-time for teachers in British state schools. 
[acronym from 7 service education and traming| 

inset e@ 7. 1 a an extra page or pages inserted in a 
folded sheet or ina book; an insert. b a small map, 
photograph, etc., inserted within the border of a 
larger one. 2 a piece let into a dress etc. @ wir 
insetting; fas! and pusl parl. inset or insetted) 
1 put in as an inset. 2 decorate with an inset. 

inshore adv. & adj. at sea but close to the shore. 
inshore of nearer to shore than. 

inside e 7). 1 a the inner side or surface of a thing, 
b the inner part; the interior. 2 the side of a path 
next to the wall or away from the road. 3 (usu. in 
pl.) collog. the stomach and bowels {something wrong 
with my insides), 4 collog. a position affording inside 
information (knows someone on the inside. @ adj. 1 situ- 
ated on or in, or derived from, the inside. 2 Hockey 
& «now less often) Foothall nearer to the centre 
of the field (amszde foreard; inside left; inside right). 
e@ ad. 1 on, in, or to the inside. 2 slang in 
prison. @ pref. 1 on the inner side of; within (znside 
the house). 2 m less than \inside an hour\. o inside of 
collog. in less than (a week ete.). 

inside information 7. information not accessible 
to outsiders. 

inside job 7. collog. a crime committed by a person 
living or working on the premises burgled etc. 

inside out e ad. with the mner surface turned 
outwards. @ attrb.ad). (~nside-out) in this condition 

(an inside-out building with lifts on the outside). know a 
thing inside out know a thing thoroughly. tarn 
inside out 1 turn the inner surface outwards. 
2 collog. cause confusion 
or a mess In. 


INSECTIVORE: 
El ROPEAN MOLI 
vemsilive . Talpa europaea) 
vibrivsae 

(thivkery) 
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insider 7. 1 a person who is within a society, 
organization, etc. 2 a person privy to a secret. 
insider dealing 7. (also insider trading) Stock 
Exch. the illegal practice of trading to one’s own 
advantage through having access to confidential 
information. 

inside track 7. 1 the track which is shorter, 
because of the curve. 2 a position of advantage. 
insidious adj. 1 proceeding or progressing incon- 
spicuously but harmfully (an isidious disease). 
2 treacherous; crafty. [from Latin  insidiosus 
‘cunning | G insidiously adv. 

insight ». (usu. foll. by zio) 1 the capacity of under- 
standing hidden truths etc., esp. of character or 
situation. 2 an instance of this. o insightful aq. 
insightfully adi. 

insignia /in-sig-nid/ n. (treated as sing or pl; 
usu. foll. by of) 1 w badges (wore his insignia of office). 
2 distinguishing marks. [Latin, literally ‘distin- 
guished (things)’] 


eagle 


emblem 
battle honour 


commemoration , 


INSIGNIA: FIRST WORLD WAR PRUSSIAN 
MILITARY INSIGNLA 


= Usage /nsignia is, in origin, a plural noun; its 
singular form msgn@is rarely encountered. /nsignia 
can be treated as a singular or plural, e.g. He was 
wearing camouflage dress, and no rank insignia was/ were 
wsible, but should nox be used as a countable noun. 


insignificant ad. 1 unimportant. 2 (of a person) 
undistinguished, 3 meaningless. 0 insignificance 
n. insignificantly ad. 
insincere adj. not sincere. O insincerely adz. 
insincerity 7. (/)/. -ies). 
insinuate vf, 1 convey indirectly or obliquely; 
hint (insinuated thal she was lying). 2 (often reff.; usu. 
foll. by into) a introduce (oneself, a person, etc.) 
into favour, office, etc.. by subtle manipulation. 
b introduce (a thing, an idea, oneself, etc.) devi- 
ously into a place (insinuated himself into the Royal 
Box). [based on Latin insinuatus ‘curved in’ 
Oimsinuatingly adz. insinuation 7. 
insipid ad. 1 lacking vigour or interest: dull. 2 lack- 
ing flavour; tasteless. [from Late Latin insipidus] 
O insipidity 7. insipidly ad:. insipidness n. 
insist wf (usu. foll. by that + clause; also absol.) 
maintain or demand assertively (insisted thal he was 
innocent; gire me the bag! 1 insist! ), Qinsist on demand 
or maintain (J insist on heme present: insists on his sutt 
ability). [from Latin insistere “to stand on, persist’| 
insistent adj. 1 (often foll. by on) insisting; demand- 
ing positively or continually (is insistent on taking 
me wih him). 2 obtrucding itself on the attention 
(the insistent rattle of the window frame), O imsis- 
tence 7. insistently adv. 
in situ /sit-yoo/ ad. 1 in its place. 2 in its original 
place. [Latin] 
insobriety 1. intemperance, esp. in drinking; 
insofar «adi. = in so far (see VR). 
insolation 7. exposure to the Sun’s rays, esp. for 
bleaching, [based on Latin so/ ‘sun’] 
insole 7. 1 a removable sole worn in a boot or 
shoe for warmth etc. 2 the fixed inner sole of a 
boot or shoe. > snot 
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INSECT 


Insects are small, land-dwelling 

o 
arthropods, characterized ! three 
pairs of jointed legs, and by three 


Brion INTERNAL ANATOMY OF A WORKER HONEYBEE (Afis species) 
TON 


(beetles only) ¢ dorsal aorta \ wing , ——~.____ ostium 
7 Je oe 
oesophagus heart . = a 
“i : a 


Malpighian 


hypopharyngeal = \ =e) 
| distinct body sections: the head, gland pe tebule 
thorax, and abdomen. ‘I hey have brain —— a hindgut 


one pair of antennae (comprising 

the scape, pedicel, and flagellum 

in this longhorn beetle), compound 

eyes, and often one or two pairs 

of wings. Insects have a 

hard outer casing, an 

exoskeleton, instead of 
, an internal skeleton. 
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ODONATA 
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COLEOPTERA 
(beetles, weevils 


PHASMIDA 
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insolent 


insolent adj. offensively contemptuous or arrogant; 
insulting. [from Latin insolent- ‘being unaccus- 
tomed’| o insolence 7. insolently ad». 

insoluble ad. 1 incapable of being solved. 
2 incapable of being dissolved. 0 insolubility 7. 
insolubly adi. 

insolvent e adj. 1 unable to pay one’s debts. 
2 relating to insolvency (insolvent laws). @ n. an insol- 
vent person. 0 insolvency 7. 

insomnia 7. habitual sleeplessness; mability to 
sleep. [Latin] d insomniac n. ©& ad). 

insomuch adi. 1 (foll. by ¢hat + clause) to such an 
extent. 2 (foll. by as) inasmuch. 

insouciant /in-soo-si-ant/ adj. carefree; uncon- 
cerned. [French] 0 insouciance 7. insouciantly 
ad. 

inspect vl 1 look closely at or into. 2 examine 
officially. [from Latin inspicere ‘to look into’ or 
inspeclare “to view | 0 inspection n. 

inspector 1. 1 a person who inspects. 2 an official 
employed to supervise. 3 a police oflicer below a 
superintendent and (Bri.) above a sergeant m rank. 
0 inspectorate . mspectorial ad). 

inspiration 7. 1 a a supposed force or influence 
on poets, artists, musicians, etc., sumulating creativ- 
ity, ideas, etc. b a person, principle, faith, ete. as a 
source of creativity or moral fervour. c a similar 
clivine influence supposed to have led to the writing 
of Scripture ete. 2 a sudden brilliant idea. 3 a draw- 
ing in of breath; inhalation. 0 inspirational ad). 

inspire ¢./7 1 stimulate (a person to esp. creative 
activity or moral fervour (/nspired her to write; inspired 
hy God). 2 a (usu. foll. by wth) animate (a person 
with a feeling. b (usu. foll. by vio: insul (a feeling 
into a person etc. ¢ (usu. foll. by 27) create a feeling 
in a person. 3 prompt: give rise to (/he poem was 
inspired by the autumn). 4 (as inspired adj.) a (of a 
work of art etc.) as if prompted by or emanating 
from a supernatural source; characterized by inspi- 
ration (an inspired speech), bof a guess) intuitive but 
accurate. 5 (also ahyol.. breathe in ‘air ete. inhale 
[from Latin wspirare ‘to breathe into’] 0 inspira- 
tory adj. inspiredly adi. inspirer 7. inspiring 
adj. inspiringly ad: 

inspirit «/; |inspirited. inspiriting) 1 put lile 
into; animate. 2 (usu. foll. by /o, or fo + infin.) 
encourage (a person), O inspiriting ad). inspirit- 
ingly adi 

inst. abbr. b= inst adj. + (the 6th inst). 2 institute. 
3 institution. 

instability 7. ( p/. -ies) La lack of stability. 2 Psychol. 
unpredictability in behaviour etc. 3 an instance 
of instability. 

install ¢/r ialso instal) installed, installing, 
1 place in position ready for use. 2 place in an 
office or rank with ceremony (installed in thi 

ee of chancellor. 3 establish (oneself, a person. 

a place, condition, cte. (installed herself 

[from meches al Latin istallare] 


Ley in 
at the head of the tabl 
Oinstaller n. 
installation 7. 
installing. b the process o1 
installed. 2 a a large piece of equipment etc 
installed for use. boa subsicliary multtary or incdus- 
trial establishment 

instalment 1. (/ Sinstallment 1 a sum of money 
due as one of several usu. equal payments for 
something. 2 any of several parts. esp. of a televi- 
sion or radio serial or a magazine story. [froin 
Anglo-French es/alement “a fixing’ | 


instance ol 
an wstance of being 


1 a the act or an 


instance @ 7. 1 an example or illustration , jus! 
anather instance af his lach of determination), 2 a partic 
ular case n thax inslanct.. @ : 
an istance. O at the mstance of at the request 
{. for instance as 
in the first or second cic.) instance in the first 
place: at the first (or second ets 
ding, (from Latin mstanha 


hat’, nat trim tr cile as 


or suggestion iw example, 
or second ete 
stage of a pro 


1 occurring immediately an imstant 


‘d to allow quick 


instant @ «//) 


roll. 2 avol food ete. proc 
| 


preparation. b prepared with little effort (J have no 
instant solution). 3 urgent; pressing, 4 Commerce of the 
current month (the 6th instanl). @ n. 1 a precise 
moment (come here this instant; told you the instant I 
heard). 2a short space of time (was there in an instant). 
[from Latin imstant- ‘being present, pressing upon’] 

instantaneous adj. 1 occurring or done in an 
instant. 2 Physics existing at a particular instant. 
[from medieval Latin insfantaneus] C instantaneity 
n. instantaneously ad). 

instantiate v./; represent by an instance. 0 instan- 
tiation 7. 

instantly adv. 1 immediately; at once. 2 archau 
urgently; pressingly, 

instead aa: 1 (foll. by of) as a substitute or alterna- 
tive to; in place of (2nstead of this one; slaved instead of 
going). 2 as an alternative (fook me instead) (cf. stip). 


instep 7. 1 the inner arch of the foot between the 
toes and the ankle. 2 the part of a shoe etc. fitting 
over or under this. 

instigate viz 1 bring about by incitement ot 
persuasion (who instigated the inquiry’). 2 (usu. foll, 
hy fo) urge on, incite. [based on Latin mstigatus 
‘urged’| O instigation 7. instigator 7. 

instil viz (CS instill) (instilled, instilling) 
1 introduce (a feeling, idea, etc.) mto a person's 
mind etc. gradually. 2 put (a hquid) into something 
in drops. [from Latin myfllare “to put in by drops’] 
G instillation ». 

imstinct @ 7. La an innate pattern of behaviour in 
most animals in response to certaim stimuli. b a 
similar propensity in human beings to act without 
conscious intention; innate impulsion. 2 (usu. foll. 
by fer) unconscious skill: intuition. @ predic.ad). (foll. 
by wif) imbued, filled ywath life, beauty, force, etc.). 
{Middle Enghsh in sense “Impulse’] 0 instinctual 
adj. instinctually adi. 

instinctive ad). 1 relating to or prompted by 
instinct. 2 apparently unconscious or automatic 
(an instinctive reaction). O instinctively adz. 

institute @ 7. 1 a society or organization for 
the promotion of science, education, etc. 2 a 
building used by an institute. @ 7./7 1 establish; 
found. 2 a initiate (an imquiry etc.). b begin 
(proceedings) in a court, 3 (usu. foll. by fo, 
ilo) appoint (a person) as a cleric ina church 
etc. [from Latin anstituéum, literally ‘estab- 
lished (thing) | 

institution 1. 1 the act or an instance of insti- 
tuting. 2 a a society or organization founded esp. 
for charitable, religious, educational, or social 
purposes. b a building used by an institution. 3 an 
established law, practice, or custom. 4 collog. (of a 
person, a custom, ete.) a familiar object. 5 the 
establishment of a cleric etc. ina church, parish. 
Les 

institutional dj. 1 of or like an institution. 2 typi- 
cal of institutions, esp. in bemg regimented o1 
unimaginative (fhe food was dreadfully institutional). 
3 (of religion) expressed or organized through insti- 
tudons (Churches etc.). O institutionalism n. 
institutionally adi 

institutionalize »./;, ‘also -ise) 1 (as institution- 
alized adj.) a made dependent after a long period 
in an institudon, b established in practice o1 
custom (istilultonalized secrecy). 2 place or keep (a 

in an institution, 3 convert into an mstitu- 

tion: make instituuonal. 0 institutionalization 7 


person 


in-store adj. & adv. within a store (in store bakery). 
instruct a/: 1 teach (a person) a subject et 
(instructed her in Frenchy. 2 tusu, foll. by fo + infin. 
direct; command (iotructed him to fill in the hole 
3 inform (a person) of a fact etc. 4 Brit. a (of a client 
or solicitor) give information to (a solicitor or coun- 
sel). b authorize (a solicitor or counsel) to act fon 
one. [based on Latin vs/ructis “built, taught | 
instruction 1, 1 (olien in pi.) a direction; an order 
care him his in 2 teaching; education (/voh 
of instruction; 3 Brit. Law (in pl cirections to 
a solicitor or counsel, 4 Computing a direction in a 


fruchons 


QM COUP 


insulator 


computer program defining and effecting an oper- 
ation. 0 instructional ad. 

instructive adj. tending to instruct; enlightening 
(found the experience instructive). D instructively adv, 

instructor /. ( fem. instructress) 1 a person who 
instructs; a teacher, demonstrator, etc. 2 \V. Amer. 
a university teacher ranking below assistant 
professor, 

instrument e 7. 1 a tool or implement, esp. for 
delicate or scientific work. 2 Gn full musical 
instrument) a device for producing musical 
sounds. > oxcues Ra. 3 aa thing used in performing 
an action (the meeting was an instrument in his success), 
b a person made use of (2s merely their instrument). 
4 a measuring device, esp. in a car or aircraft. 
5 a formal, esp. legal, document. @ utr 1 arrange 
(music) for instruments. 2 equip with instruments 
(for measuring, recording, controlling, etc.). [from 
Latin instrumentum| 

instrumental e adj. 1 serving as an instrument 
or means (was instrumental in_finding the money). 2 (of 
music) performed on instruments, without singing 
(cf voou. ad). 4). 3 of, or arising from, an instrument 
(instrumental error), @ n. a piece of music performed 
by instruments, not by the voice. 0 instrumenta]- 
ist 7, instrumentality 7. instrumentally adv. 

instrumentation 7. 1 a the arrangement or 
composition of music for a particular group of 
musical instruments. b the instruments used in 
any one piece of music. 2 a the design, provision, 
or use of instruments in industry, science, etc. 
b such instruments collectively. 

instrument panel 2. (also instrument board) 
V a surface, esp. in a car or aeroplane, containing 
the dials etc. of measuring devices, 


radio 


guidance 
controls 


artificial 


horizon . altimeter 


_ tachometer 


turn- —\ \ \ fuel gauge 
and-slip ! 
indicator 


voltmeter 


es R\ vertical speed indicator 
! airspeed \ 


indicator \ horizontal situation indicator 


INSTRUMENT PANEL OF A LIGHT \IRCRAF] 

insubordinate adj. rebellious. 
O insubordination ». 

insubstantial adj. 1 lacking solidity or substance. 
2 not real. d insubstantiality 7. 

insufferable adj. 1. intolerable. 
conceited etc, O insufferably adi. 

insufficient adj. not sufficient: 
o insufficiency ». insufficiently ad: 

insular adj. 1 a of or like an island. b separated 
or remote, 2 ignorant of or indifferent to cultures, 
peoples, cte., outside experience; 
narrow-minded, [from Late Latin imsu/aris| 0 insu- 
larity ». 

insulate @./r 1 prevent the passage of electricity, 
heat, or sound from {a thing, room, etc.) by mter- 
posing non-conductors. 2 detach (a person or 
thing) from thew surroundings; isolate. [based on 
Latin inula ‘island’] o insulation n. > 


HOT SE. SOLAR PANE T 


disobedient: 


2 unbearably 


inadequate. 


one’s own 


ee: 


insulator ». 1 a thing or substance used for 
insulation agaist electricity, heat, or sound. 2 an 
insulating device to support telegraph wires ete. 


insulin 


3 a device preventing contact between electrical 
conductors. 

insulin 7. Biochem. a polypeptide hormone 
produced im the pancreas, which regulates the 
amount of glucose in the blood, and the lack 
of which causes diabetes. [based on Latin insula 
‘sland’ 

insult e v./7, 1 speak to or treat with scornful abuse. 
2 offend the self-respect or modesty of. @ x. 1 an 
insulting remark or action. 2 something so worth- 
less or contempuble as to be offensive (an insult to his 
intelligence). [from Latin imsultare] 0 insulting adj. 
insultingly adv. 

insuperable ad. 1 (of a barrier) impossible to 
surmount. 2 (of a difliculty etc.) impossible to over- 
come. 0 insuperability 7. insuperably adv. 

insupportable ad. 1 unable to be endured. 
2 unjustifiable. 0 insupportably adv. 

insurance 7. 1 the act or an instance of insuring. 
2 aa sum paid for this; a premium. b a sum paid 
out as compensation for theft, damage, loss, etc. 
3 the business of providing insurance policies. 
4 = insurance poucy. 5 a measure taken to provide 
for a possible contingency (take an umbrella as 
insurance). [from Old French enseiirance| 

insurance policy vn. 1 a contract of insurance. 
2 a document detailing such a policy and constitut- 
ing a contract. 


insure vf 1 (often foll. by against; also absol.) secure 


the payment of a sum of money in the event of 


loss or damage to (property, life, a person, etc.) 
by regular payments or premiums (insured the 
house for £100,000, we have insured against flood 
damage). 2 (of the owner of a property, an insurance 
company, etc.) secure the payment of (a sum 
of money) in this way. 3 (usu. foll. by against) 
provide for (a possible contingency) (insured 
themselves against the rain by taking umbrellas). 4 US = 
ensure. [Middle English variant of — ensue ] 
oinsurable ad). 

insured e adj. covered by insurance. e 7. (usu. prec. 
by the) a person etc. covered by insurance. 

insurer 7. l a person or company offering insur- 
ance policies for premiums; an underwriter. 2 a 
person who takes out insurance. 

insurgent e adj. in active revolt. @ n. a rebel; a 
revolutionary. [from Latin insurgent- ‘rismg up’| 
Oinsurgence 7. insurgency 7. ( /)/. -ies). 

insurmountable ad. unable to be surmounted 
or overcome. 0 insurmountably adi: 

insurrection 7. a rebellion. [from Late Latin imsur- 
rvectio| Dinsurrectionary adj. insurrectionist 7. 

insusceptible adj. (usu. foll. by /o) not susceptible 
(to treatment, an influence, etc.). 

intact ad. 1 entire; unimpaired. 2 untouched. 
[from Latin intactus “untouched’} 0 intactness n. 

intaglio /in-tal-yoh/ n. (pl. -os) 1» a 
gem with an incised design. 2 an 
engraved design. 3 a carving, esp. 
incised, in hard material. 4 a process 
of printing from an engraved design. 
[Italian] & prinrinc 

intake a. 1 a the action of taking in. 
b an instance of this. 2 a a number 
(of people etc.) or the amount taken 
in or received (this year’s intake of 
students). b such people etc. 3 a place 
where water is taken into a channel 
or pipe from a river. or fuel or air 
enters an engine etc. 

intangible e adj. 1 unable to be 
touched. 2 unable to be grasped 
mentally. @ n. something that cannot 
be precisely measured or assessed. 0 intangibility 
n. intangibly adv. 

integer /in-ti-jer/ 7. 1 a whole number. 2 a thing 
complete in itself. [from Latin adj., literally 
‘untouched, whole’| 

integral e adj. 1 a of a whole or necessary to the 
completeness of a whole. b forming a whole 


INTAGLIO: RLPRODUCTION 
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(integral design). ¢ ne 2 Math. a of or denoted 
by an integer. b involving only integers, esp. as 
coefficients of a function. e n. Math. a quantity 
of which a given function is the derivative, i.e. 
which yields that function when differentiated, and 
which may express the area under the curve of a 
graph of the function. [from Late Latin znéegralis] 
Dintegrality n. integrally adv, 
integral calculus 7. mathematics concerned with 
finding integrals, their properties and application, 
etc. (cf. DIFFERENTIAL GALCULUS). 
integrate v. 1 # a combine (parts) into a whole. 
b complete (an imperfect thing) by the addition of 
parts. 2 t @ mir. bring or come into equal partici- 
pation in or membership of society, a school, ete. 
3 ir desegregate, esp. racially. 4 # Math. find the 
integral of. [based on Latin integratus ‘made whole’] 
Dintegrable ad. integrative adj. integrator 7. 
integrated circuit 7. a small chip etc. of material 
incorporating the functions of several separate 
components of a conventional electrical circuit. 
integration 7. 1 the act or an instance of integrat- 
ing. 2 the intermixing of persons previously segre- 
vated. 0 integrationist n. @ ad). 
integrity 7. 1 moral uprightness; honesty. 2 whole- 
ness; soundness. [from Latin znfegritas ‘wholeness’ | 
integument n. a natural outer covering, as a skin, 
husk, rind, etc. [from Latin inéegumentum). 
intellect 7. 1 a the faculty of reasoning, knowing, 
and thinking, as distinct from feeling. b the under- 
standing or mental powers (of a particular person 
etc.) (Aes intellect rs nol great). 2 a clever or knowledge- 
able person. [from Latin ztellectus ‘understanding’ | 
intellectual e adj. 1 of or relating to the intellect. 
2 possessing a high level of understanding or intel- 
ligence. 3 requiring, or appealing to, the intellect. 
@ n. a person possessing a highly developed 
intellect. o intellectuality x. intellectualize v./v, 
& intr, (also -ise). intellectually ad. 
intellectualism 7. the exercise of the intellect at 
the expense of the emotions. 
intellectual property 7. Law intangible property 
that is the result of creativity, e.g. patents or copy- 
rights. 
intelligence 7. 1 a the intellect; the understanding. 
b quickness of understanding. 2 a the collection 
of information, esp. of military or political value. 
b people employed in this. ¢ information so 
collected. 3 an intelligent or rational being. 
intelligence quotient 7. a number denoting the 
ratio of a person’s intelligence to the statistical 
norm, 100 being average. 
intelligent ad. 1 having or showing intelligence, 
esp. of a high level. 2 clever. 3 a (of a device 
or machine) able to vary its behaviour in response 
lo varying situations and requirements 
and past experience. b (esp. of a «om- 
puter terminal) having its own data- 
processing capability: incorporating 
a microprocessor (opp. puMBb /), 
[from Latin itelligent ‘understand- 
ing’| GO intelligently adv. 
intelligentsia 7. 1 the class of intel- 
lectuals regarded as possessing 
culture and political initiative. 
2 people doing intellectual work; 
intellectuals. [Russian] 
intelligible adj. able to be under- 
stood. [from Latin — intelligrbilts| 
ointelligibility 7. intelligibly adv 
intemperate ad. 1 (of a person, 
conduct. or speech) tmmoderate, 
unbridled (used intemperate language). 
2 a given to excessive indulgence in alcohol. b exces- 
sively indulgent in one’s appetites. O intemper- 
ance 7, intemperately ad. intemperateness n. 
intend w/z, 1 have as one’s purpose (we intend to go; wx 
intend going, we intend that it shall be dune). 2 (usu. foll. 
by for, or to + infin.) design or destine (a person or 
thing) (L intend him to go; intended him for an avademi 


intercalary 


career). 3 (often foll. by as) mean (what does he intend by 
that?; intended it as a warning). 4 (in passwe; foll. by for) 
a be meant for a person to have or use etc. (they are 
intended for the children). b be designed for (intended for 
a small child’s hand). [from Latin intendere ‘to direct, 
purpose’ 

intended e adj. 1 done on purpose. 2 designed, 
meant. @ 7. collog. one’s fiancé or fiancée. 

intense adj. (intenser, intensest) I existing in a 
high degree; extreme, forceful (intense joy; intense cold). 
2 a feeling, or apt to feel, strong emotion (very intense 
about her music). b expressing strong emotion (a deeply 
intense poem). 3 (of a colour) very strong or deep. 4 (of 
an action etc.) highly concentrated (intense thought). 
[from Latin intensus ‘directed’] 0 intensely ado. 


a Usage Intense is sometimes confused with intensive 
and wrongly used to describe a course of study etc. 


intensifier 7. 1 a person or thing that intensifies. 
2 Gram. a word or prefix used to give force or 
emphasis. 

intensify vi, GS inir. {-ies, -ied) make or become 
intense or more intense. O intensification 7, 

intensity 7. (//. -ies) 1 the quality or an instance 
of being intense. 2 esp. Physics the measurable 
amount of some quality, e.g. force, brightness, a 
magnetic field, etc. 

intensive adj. 1 thorough, vigorous; directed to a 
single point, area, or subject (intenswe study; intensive 
bombardment). 2 of or relating to imtensity as 
opposed to extent; producing intensity. 3 serving to 
increase production in relation to costs (intensive 
Jarming methods). 4 (usu. in comb.) Econ. making much 
use of (a labour-intensive industry). 5 Gram. (of an 
adjective, adverb, etc.) expressing intensity; giving 
force or emphasis, as really in my feel are really cold. 
G intensively adv. intensiveness 7. 


w Usage See Usage Note at intense. 


intensive care 7. medical treatment with constant 
monitoring etc. of a dangerously ill patient (also, 
with hyphen, attrzb.: intensive care unit). 

intent e 7. (usu. without article) intention; a 
purpose (zexth intent to defraud; my intent to reach the top; 
zeuth evil intent). @ adj. 1 (usu. foll. by on) a resolved; 
bent; determined (was inient on succeeding). b atten- 
tively occupied (inten! on his books). 2 (esp. of a look) 
earnest; eager, 0 to all intents and purposes 
practically; virtually. [from Latin — iméentus| 
intently adv. intentness 7. 

intention 7. 1 a thing intended; an aim or purpose 
(zt was not his intention to interfere, have no intention of 
staying). 2 the act of mtending (done without intention). 
3 (usu. in pl.) collog. a person’s designs in respect to 
marnage (are hus intentions strictly honourable?). 
O intentioned adj. (usu. in comb). 

intentional ad. done on purpose. 0 intentional- 
ity 7. intentionally adv. 

inter /in-ter/ vf: (interred, interring, deposit 
(a corpse etc.) in the earth, a tomb, etc.; bury. 
[from Old French enterrer| 

inter- prefix between, among 
2 mutually, reciprocally (interbreed). 

interact vit, act reciprocally; act on each other. 

interactant adj. G n. interaction 7. inter- 
actional ad). 

interactive adj. 1 reciprocally active; acting upon 
or influencing each other. 2 (of a computer or 
other electronic device) allowing a two-way flow ol 
information between it and a user. 0 interactively 
adi. interactivity 7. 


(intercontinental ). 


inter alia adv. among other things. [Latin] 

interbreed .in/, G tr (pas! and past part. -bred) 
breed or cause to breed with members of a differ- 
ent stock, race, or species to produce a hybrid. 

intercalary adj. 1 a (of a day or a month) inserted 
in the calendar to harmonize it with the solar vear, 
e.g. 29 Feb, in leap years. b (of a year) having such 
an addition. 2 interpolated. 


intercalate 


intercalate /in-ter-ka-layt/ «fz 1 (also abso.) insert 
(an intercalary day etc.). 2 interpose (anything out 
of the ordinary course). 3 (as intercalated ad.) 
(of strata etc.) interposed. [based on Latin mtercala- 
lus ‘proclaimed as inserted in the calendar’| 
OD intercalation 7. 

intercede wini: (usu. foll. by with) intervene on 
behalf of another; plead (they interceded with the king 
for his life). {from Latin intercedere “to intervene’ | 

intercellular ad. Biol. located or occurring 
between cells. 

intercept w/z 1 seize, catch, or stop (a person, 
message, vehicle, ball, etc.) going from one place to 
another. 2 (usu. foll. by from) cut off (light etc.). 
3 check or stop (motion etc.). [based on Latin inter- 
ceptus ‘seized between (places)’] interception n. 
interceptive «d). 

interceptor 7. 1 an aircraft used to intercept 
enemy raiders. 2 a person or thing that intercepts. 

intercession 7. 1 the act of interceding, esp. by 
prayer. 2 an instance of this, esp. a prayer on behalf 
of another. [from Latin inéercessio] 0 intercessor 1. 
intercessory ad. 

interchange e 2/: 1 \of two people) exchange 
(things) with each other. 2 put each of (two things, 
in the other's place; alternate. @ n. 1 a reciprocal 
exchange between two people etc. 2 alternation (/he 
interchange of woods and fields). 3 a road junction 
designed so that traffic streams do not intersect. 
O interchangeable adj. interchangeability 1. 
interchangeably ad. 

intercity @ adj. existing or travelling between cities, 
esp. InterCity Brit. propr) with reference to train 
travel. @ x. (pl. intercities) a usu. fast train 
operating between cities. 

intercom 7. co//og. 1 a system of intercommunica- 
tion by radio or telephone between or within 
offices, aircraft, etc. 2 an instrument used in this. 

intercommunicate ¢.in/: 1 communicate recipro- 
cally. 2 (of rooms etc.) have free passage into 
each other; have a connecuny door. go intercom- 
munication /), 

intercommunion 7. 1 mutual fellowship, esp. 
mutual sharmg of the Eucharist by Christian 
denominations. 2 mutual action or relationship. 

interconnect 7/7, @ if, connect with each other, 
O interconnection 7. 

intercontinental ad. connecting or travelling 
between continents. 

interconvert wf © int. convert into each other. 
0 interconversion 7. 

intercooler 7. a apparatus for cooling gas 
between successive compressions, esp. in a car or 
truck engine. 0 intercool 7.7, 

intercorrelate w/: & int. correlate with 
another. O intercorrelation 7. 

intercostal adj. between the ribs cof the body or a 
ship). O intercostally adi, 

intercourse 7. 1 communication or dealings 
between individuals. nations. etc. 2 = 
munkcourse. [fron Latin iercursis] 

intercrop ?./). |-cropped, -cropping) ‘also ahyol/.) 
raise (a crop) among plants of a different kincl. 
Oo intercropping 1. 

intercut @/r \-cutting, fas! and pas! part. -cut 
Ginematoe. alternate (shots) with contrasting shots 
by cutting. 


one 


SINUS 


interdenominational «dj. concerning more than 
one (rehgious) denomination, GO interdenomina- 
tionally adv. 

interdepartmental «dj. concerning more than 
one department, 0 interdepartmentally ad. 
interdepend einix depend on cach — other. 
O interdependence 7. interdependency 1. 
interdependent vid). 

interdict e 7, 1 an authoritative prohibition 
2 RC Ch. a sentence debarring a person, or esp. a 
place, from ecclesiastical functions and privileges. 
ef 1 prombi an action, 2 forbid the use of, 


fv 


3 (usu. foll. by fiom + verbal noun) restrain 
(a person). 4 (usu. foll. by ¢o0) forbid (a thing) to 
a person. [from Latin interdictum “interposed, 
forbidden by decree’} 0 interdiction 7. 

interdisciplinary wd. of or between more than 
one branch of learning. 

interest e 7. 1 a concern; curiosity (have no interest in 
fishing). b a quality exciting curiosity or holding the 
attention (this magazine lacks interest). 2 a subject, 
hobby, etc., in which one is concerned (fis interests 
are gardening and sport). 3 advantage or profit (if is in 
vour interest to go: look after your own interests). 4 money 
paid for the use of money lent. 5 (usu. foll. by 27} 
aa financial stake (in an undertaking etc.). b a legal 
concern, Utle. or right (in property). 6 a a party or 
group having a common concern (the brereing inter 
est). b a principle in which a party or grouy is 
concerned. 7 the selfish pursuit of one’s own 
welfare, self-interest. @ z./: 1 excite the curiosity or 
attention of (your story interests me greatly). 2 (usu. foll. 
hy im) cause (a person) to take a personal interest or 
share (can I interest you in a holiday abroad?). 3 (as 
interested adj.) having a private interest; not 
impartial or disinterested (an interested party). 
d in the interest (or interests) of as something 
that is advantageous to. [from Latin iferest “it 
matters, it makes a difference’] OD interestedly ad:. 

interesting adj. causing curiosity: holding the 
attention. O interestingly ade. 

interface e 7. 1 esp. Physics a surface forming a 
common boundary between two regions. 2 a point 
where interaction occurs between two systems. 
processes, subjects, etc. (the interface between psychology 
and education). 3 esp. Computing an apparatus for 
connecting two pieces of equipment so that they 
can be operated jomtly. @ v. (often foll, by zuh) 
1 & & int connect with janother piece of equip- 
ment ete.) by an interface. 2 im. interact (with 
another person ete, ). 


a Usage [he use of the noun and the verb in sense 
2 is deplored by some people, because it often 
reduces the word to a high-sounding synonym for 
boundary, meeting point. link, Naison, interact, etc. 


interfacing 1. a stiflish material between two layers 
of fabric in collars cic. 

interfaith ad). of. relating to, or between different 
religions or members of different religions, 

interfere v.in/, 1 (usu. Joll. by with) a (of a persen) 
meddle; obstruct a process etc. b (of a thing) 
be a hindrance. 2 (usu. foll. by i) take part or 
Intervene, esp. without imyvitation or necessity. 
3 (foll. by wath) Brit. euphem. molest or assault 
sexually. 4 Phy vies (of light or other waves) combine 
so as to cause interference. [from Old French 
yeatreferty “to strike each other] Oo interferer n. 
interfering «dj. interferingly «adv. 

interference 7. 1 (usu. foll. by czth) a the act of 


INTERFERENCE 


Interference is caused by waves 
acting upon one another. In this 
demonstration, two wayes on 
water radiate ina circular pattern, 
Their paths cross and cancel out 
in the central area, but further 
away from the epicentre, the 
waves interfere constructively, 
and combine to produce a 
new pattern. 

combined wave pattern 


wave palterns cancel out -- 


radiating 
DLAEONSTR AVPTION ware pattern 
CONES IE 


INTLRELRENGL — ¢picentre of wave 


interlinear 


interfering. b an instance of this. 2 the fading or 
disturbance of received radio signals. 3 Physics 
¥ the combination of two or more wave motions 
to form a resultant wave in which the displacement 
is reinforced or cancelled. 0 jnterferential ad). 

interferon n. Biochem. any of various proteins 
released by cells, usu. in response to a virus, and 
able to inhibit viral replication. 

interfile «/: 1 file (two sequences) together. 2 file 
(one or more items) into an exisung sequence. 

interfuse 1. 1 i a (usu. foll. by with) mix (a thing) 
with; intersperse. b blend (things) together. 2 mr: 
(of two things) blend with each other. [based on 
Latin interfusus ‘poured between | 0 interfusion 7. 

intergalactic adj. of or situated between two or 
more galaxies. 

interglacial e adj. of or relating to a period of 
milder climate between glacial periods. @ 7. such a 
period. 

intergovernmental adj. concerning or conducted 
between two or more governments. 

interim e 7. the intervening time (in (he interim he had 
died). @ adj. provisional, temporary. [Latin, literally 
‘meanwhile | 

interior e ad. 1 inner. 2 inland. 3 internal; 
domestic. 4 (usu. foll. by /) situated further in or 
within. 5 existing in the mind. 6 drawn, 
photographed, etc. within a building. 7 coming 
from inside. @ 7. 1 the interior part; the inside. 
2 the interior part of a country or region. 3 a the 
home affairs of a country. b a department dealing 
with these (Minister of the Interior). 4 a representation 
of the inside of a building or a room. [Latin, 
literally ‘inner’ o interiorize w/z (also -ise). 

interior angle 7. the angle between adjacent sides 
of a rectilinear figure. 

interior monologue /, a form of writing express- 
mg a character's inner thoughts. 

interior-sprung adj, Bri. (of a mattress etc.) with 
internal springs. , 

interject vir 1 utter (words) abruptly or paren- 
thetically. 2 imterrupt with. {based on Latin 
interjectus “cast between | 

interjection 1. an exclamation, esp. as a part 
of speech (e.g. ah!, dear me! ). 0 interjectional adj. 

interlace v 1 & bind intricately together; 
interweave. 2 f mingle, intersperse. 3 intr. cross 
each other intricately, 0 interlacement n. 

interlard i/7 (usu. foll. by wzth) mix (writing or 
speech) with different material, esp. with unusual 
words or phrases. 


interleave i:/r insert (usu. blank) leaves between 
the leaves of (a book etc.). 

interline 7/; put an extra lining between the 
ordinary lining and the fabric of (a garment etc.). 

interlinear adj. written or printed between the 
lines of a text. 


interlining 


interlining 7. material used to interline a garment. 
interlink v.(, @ intr. link or be linked together, 
interlock e@ v 1 ini engage with each other by 
overlapping or by the fitting together of projections 
and recesses. 2 é (usu. in passwe) lock or clasp 
within each other. @ adj. (of a fabric) knitted with 
closely interlocking stitches. @ . a device or mech- 
anism for connecting or coordinating the function 
of different components. 0 interlocker n. 
interlocutor 7. (fem. interlocutrix) a person 
who takes part in a conversation. [based on Latin 
interlogut interlocut- ‘to interrupt in speaking’) 
dinterlocution 7. 
interlocutory ad. of dialogue or conversation. 
interloper 7. 1 an intruder. 2 a person who 
interferes in others’ affairs, esp. for profit. [based 
on dialect oper, form of cear v.| CD interlope v.nir. 
interlude 7. 1 aa pause between the acts of a play. 
b something performed during this pause. 
2 a an intervening time, space, or event that 
contrasts with what goes before or after. b a tempo- 
rary amusement or entertaining episode. 3 a piece 
of music played between other pieces, the verses 
of a hymn, etc. [from medieval Latin interludium] 
intermarriage 7. 1 marriage between people of 
different races, castes, families, etc. 2 (loosely) 
marriage between near relations. 
intermarry 2 inlr: (-1es, -ied) (foll. by with) (of races. 
castes, families, etc.) become connected by marriage. 
intermediary e@ 7. (f/. -ies) an intermediate 
person or thing, esp. a mediator. @ adj. acting as 
mediator; intermediate. [from Latin intermedius| 
intermediate e ad. coming between two 
things in time, place, order, character, etc. 
@ 7. an intermediate thing. e v.ziz (foll. by betueen) 
act as intermediary; mediate. [based on Latin 
medius “middle’| 0 intermediation 7. 


intermediate technology 2. technology suitable 
for use in developing countries. 
interment /in-ter-mént/ 7. the burial of a corpse. 


a Usage Do not confuse intermen! meaning ‘burial’ 
with internment ‘confinement? and internship ‘period 
of serving as an intern’, 


intermezzo /in-ter-met-soh/ 7. (p/. intermezzi 
or -os) 1 aa short connecting instrumental move- 
ment in a musical work. b a similar piece performed 
independently. ¢ a short piece for a solo instru- 
ment. 2 a short light dramatic or other pertfor- 
mance inserted between the acts of a play. {Italian} 

interminable adj. 1 endless. 2 tediously long 
or habitual. 3 with no prospect of an end. [from 
Late Latin intermimabilis| 0 interminableness n. 
ix_terminably adv. 

intermingle «fr; G& inir. mix together; mingle. 

intermission 7. 1 a pause or cessation. 2 an 
interval between parts of a play, film, concert, 
etc. 3 a period of inactivity. [from Latin intermissio] 

intermittent ad. occurring at intervals: not contin- 
uous. [from Latin ilermittent- ‘suspending, leaving 
oll’| Dintermittency 1, intermittently ad. 

intermix 2/7 G inf. mix together. GO intermix- 
able ac). 

intermolecular adj. between molecules. 

intern @ 7. (also interne) esp. .\. Amer a recent 
graduate or advanced student receiving supervised 
training in a hospital and acting as an assistant 
physician or surgeon. @ wu 1 ¢ oblige (a prisoner, 
alien, etc.) to reside within prescribed limits. 2 intr: 
esp. .\. dmez serve as an intern. [from Latin inlernus 
‘internal’] O internment n. (in sense | of uw). 
internship 7. esp. .V. Amer. (in sense 2 of u.). 


a Usage See Usage Note at interment. 


INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINE 


An internal-combustion engine makes use of the 
explosive energy released in the burning of fuel to | 
generate motive power. In the engine shown here, il fille 


four cylinders perform the same function 
in sequence to maintain a steady flow of 
power. As the piston moves down, a 
fuel-air mixture is drawn 
into the cylinder. The 
mixture is compressed as 
the piston rises and is 
ignited by the spark plug. 
As the mixture explodes, 
expanding gases push the 
piston down, turning the 

| crankshaft; as it rises again 
with the next revolution of the 

: crankshaft, exhaust gases are / 
expelled from the cylinder. / 


intake manifold / 


fuel-air mia 
enters cylinder 


cylinder 7 
piston ring 
little end bearing 7 
piston 
connecting rod 7 
GUAEAGAY MEAN OF Sh OUR-S DRO RI, 


INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINE: 


valve return 


camshaft spring 


spark plug exhaust gases 


cap 


[yu heel 
slarter ring 

crank shafi 

\ big end bearing 


\ counterweight 


\ sump 


interpret 


internal adj. 1 of or situated in the inside or 
invisible part. 2 relating or applied to the inside of 
the body (internal injuries). 3 of a nation’s domestic 
affairs. 4 Brit. (of a student) attending a university 
etc. as well as taking its examinations. 5 used or 
applying within an organization. 6 a intrinsic. 
b of the mind or soul. [from Latin imiernus] 
0 internality 7. internally ad. 

internal-combustion engine 7. ¥ an engine in 
which motive power is generated by the expansion 
of exhaust gases from the burning of fuel with air 
inside the engine. 

internal exile see exiie 7. |. 

internalize vi (also -ise) Psychol. make (attitudes, 
behaviour, etc.) part of one’s nature by learning or 
unconscious assimilation. 0 internalization n. 

internal market 7. 1 = sincie marker. 2 (in the UK) 
a system of decentralized funding in the National 
Health Service whereby hospital departments 
purchase each other’s services contractually. 

international e ad. 1 existing, involving, 
or carried on between two or more nations. 
2 agreed on or used by all or many nations 
(international driving licence). @ n. 1 Brit. a a contest 
between teams representing different countries. 
b a member of such a team. 2 (International) 
any of four associations founded to promote social- 
ist Or Communist action. O internationality 7. 
internationally adv. 

International Date Line see part une |. 

internationalism 7. the advocacy of a commu- 
nity of interests among nations. O  inter- 
nationalist 7. 

internationalize v7 (also -ise) 1 make mterna- 
tional. 2 bring under the protection or control of 
two or more nations. 0 internationalization 1. 

interne var. of INTERN 7. 

internecine /in-ter-nee-syn/ adj. mutually 
destructive. [originally in sense ‘deadly’: from Latin 
internecinus| 

internee 7. a person interned. 

Internet 7. an international computer network 
linking computers from educational institutions, 
government agencies, industry, ete. 

interoperable adj. able to operate in conjunction. 
cd interoperability 7. 

interpellate /in-ter-pé-layt/ v./r (in a parliament) 
interrupt the order of the day by demanding an 
explanation from (the minister concerned). [based 
on Latin wlerpellatus “interrupted by speaking’] 
D interpellation 7. interpellator 7. 

interpenetrate vo 1 ini, (of two things) 
penetrate each other. 2 ¢ pervade; penetrate 
thoroughly. Oo interpenetration 7. interpene- 
trative ad). 

interpersonal adj. occurring between persons. 
O interpersonally adv, 

interplanetary adj. 1 between planets. 2 relating 
to travel between planets. 

interplay n. I reciprocal action. 2 the operation of 
two things on each other. 
Interpol 7. the International Criminal Police 
Commission, [abbreviation of /ntemational police] 
interpolate /in-ter-po-layt/ of. 1 a insert 
(words) in a book etc., esp. to give false impres- 
sions. b make such insertions in (a book ete.). 
2 interject (a remark) in a conversation. 3 estimate 
(mtermediate values) from surrounding known 
values. [based on Latin inferpolatus ‘furbished up’| 
co interpolation /. interpolator 7. 

interpose « 1 / (often foll. by dekeeen) insert 
(a thing) between others. 2 t& say (words) as an 
interrupuon. 3 ¢ exercise or advance (a veto or 
objection) so as to interfere. 4 itr (often foll. by 
bekween) intervene (between parties). [from French 
inlerpover] G interposition 1. 

interpret ¢. (interpreted. interpreting) 1 
explain the meaning of (words. a dream, et 
2 #. elucidate tereative work . 3. witr act as an mter- 
preter, 4 fm explain or understand (behaviour ete.) 


interpreter 


in a specified manner (interpreted his gesture as mock- 
ing). [from Latin inlerpretari ‘to explain, translate’) 
QO interpretable adj. interpretation nr. inter- 
pretational ad. interpretative adj. interpret- 
atively adv. interpretive ad). interpretively ade. 

interpreter 7. a person who interprets, esp. one 
who translates speech orally. 

interracial adj, existing between or affecting 
different races. 0 interracially adi. 

interregnum 7. (//. interregnums or inter- 
regna; I an interval when normal government 
is suspended, esp. between successive reigns or 
regimes. 2 an interval or pause. [Latin, based on 
regnum ‘reign’ | 

interrelate 7. 1 f: relate (two or more things) to 
each other. 2 itr (of two or more things) relate to 
each other. O interrelation /), interrelationship 1. 

interrogate v./r ask questions of (a person) esp. 
closely or formally. [based on Latin interrogatus ‘asked 
at intervals’] 0 interrogation 7. interrogator 7. 

interrogative e «dj. 1 a of or like a question: used 
in questions. b Gram. (of an adjective or pronoun) 
asking a question (e.g. zo, which?). 2 having the 
form or force of a question. 3 suggesting enquiry 
{an interrogalive lone). @ n. an interrogative word 
(e.g. whal?, why’). O interrogatively adi. 

interrogatory adj. questioning: of or suggesting 
enquiry. 

interrupt ¢./: 1 act so as to break the continuous 
progress of (an action, speech, etc.). 2 obstruct 
{a person’s view etc.). 3 break the continuity of. 
[based on Latin miéerruptus ‘broken between’] 
O interrupter 7. interruptble ad. interrup- 
tion 7. interruptive adj. interruptor 7. 

intersect ¢. 1 ¢ divide (a thing, by passing 
or lying across it. 2 intr: (of lines, roads, etc.) 
cross or cut each other. [based on Latin 
intersectus “cut between’| O intersection 1. 
intersectional ad). 

intersexual «qj. existing between the sexes. 
O intersexuality v. 

interspace @ 7. an interval of space or time. 
®@ v./7, put interspaces between. 


colon 
(large 


interspecific adj. formed from or occurring 
between or among individuals of diflerent species. 
intersperse vi, 1 (often foll. by between, among 
scatter; place here and there. 2 (foll. by cwzth: diver- 
sity (a thing or things with others so scattered). 
{based on Latin mterspersus ‘sprinkled between’ | 
Ointerspersion 1. 
interstate e adj. existing or carried on between 
states, esp. of the US. en. US each motorway of a 
system of motorways between states. 
interstellar dj. occurring or situated hetween stars. 
interstice /jn-ter-stis/ n. 1 an intervening space. 
2 a chink or crevice. {from Latin intersizum| 
interstitial adj. ol, forming, or occupying mter- 
stices. Dinterstitially adi. 
intertribal adj. existing or occurring between 
different tribes. 
intertwine v1 fr (alten loll. by zv/h) entwine 
(together). 2 mfr. become entwined. o intertwine- 
ment /. 
interval 7. 1 an intervening ume or space. 2 Brit. 
a pause or break, esp. between the parts of a 
theatrical or musical performance. 3 the cillercnce 
in pitch between two sounds. 4 the distance 
between persons or things in respect of qualities, 
O at intervals here and there: now and then. 
{from Latin ifercallum “space between ramparts, 
interval’| o intervalhie «dj. 


intervene (inl), voften foll. by beteecen, inj L occur in 
time between events. 2 come between so as to 
prevent or modify the result or course of events. 
3 be situated between things. 4 come in as an 
extraneous factor or thing. [from Latin aterzenire] 
oO intervener 7), intervenor /. 
intervention 7. 1 the act or an instance of inter- 
vening. 2 interference, esp. by a state in another's 
affairs. 3 mediation. 


eet 


ascending 


intestine) . 


interventionist 7. a person who favours interven- 
tion. 0 interventionism /. 

intervertebral adj. between vertebrae. 

interview e 7. 1 an oral examination of an apphi- 
cant for employment etc. 2 a conversation between 
a reporter etc. ancl a person of public interest, used 
for a broadcast or publication. 3 a meeting of 
persons face to face, esp. for consultation, 4 a 
session of formal questioning by the police. e v. 1 fr. 
hold an interview with. 2 infs participate in an 
interview; perform (well etc.) at interview. [from 
French entrevue] G interviewee ". interviewer /. 

inter-war altrih.adj. existing in the period between 
two wars. 

interweave v.(r (pas! -wove; pas! part. -woven) 
1 (often foll. by zzth) weave together. 2 blend 
intimately. 

interwork ¢. 1 mir work together or interactively. 
2 fr, interweave. 

intestate e@ adj. not having made a will before 
death. @ 7. a person who has died intestate. [from 
Latin iiestatus| G intestacy n. 

intestinal flora 7.p/. the symbiotic bacteria nat- 
urally inhabiting the gut. 

intestine 1. (in sing. or pl.) ¥ the lower part of the 
alimentary canal from the end of the stomach to 
the anus. [from Latin wesfinum| a intestinal ad. 
DIGS TON 


duodenum 
, (small intestine) 


transverse colon 


(large intestine) , stomach 


Pa 


descending 
colon 
(large 
intestine) 


jejunum 
(small 
intestine) 


appendix 7 
recta 


ileum (small ' 
intestine) 
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INTESTINE: STRUCFURE OF 
HUMAN EN EESTINE 


THI 


inthrall US var, of extra... 

intifada /in-u-fah-da/ n. a movement of Palestin- 
ian uprising, [Arahic, literally ‘uprising’| 

intimacy ». (f/. -ies) 1 close familiarity or friend- 
ship; closeness. 2 an imumate act, esp. sexual 
intercourse. 3 a private cosy atmosphere. 4 an 
imtimate remark; an endearment. 

intimate! /in-ti-mat/ e adj. 1 closely acquainted; 
familiar, close (an intimate frend), 2 private and 
personal (intimate thoughts). 3 (usu. toll. by with) 
having sexual relauons. 4 (of knowledge) detailed. 
5 (of a relationship between things) close. 6 (of 
mixing etc.) thorough. 7 (of a place ete.) promoting 
close personal relationships. @ 7. a very close friend. 
[from Latin intimus inmost’) 0 intimately ad: 

intimate? /in-ti-mayt/ o./z 1 (often foll. by that + 
clause) state or make known. 2 imply hint. 
[based on Late Latin mtimatus “made known’] 
0 intimation 1. 

intimidate 7./r frighten or overawe, esp. to 
influence, {based on medieval Latin intimidatus 
‘rendered timid’| 0 intimidating adj. intimida- 
tion ?). intimidator 1. intimidatory ad). 


into ep. TL expressing motion or clirection to a point 
on or within (an into the house). 2 expressing a 


introduction 


change of state (turned into a dragon: separated into 
groups). 3 after the beginning of (five minutes into the 
game). 4 collog. interested in; knowledgeable about 
(into art). [Old English] 

intolerable adj. that cannot ke endured. o intoler- 
ableness 7. intolerably ade. 

intolerant adj. not tolerant, esp. of views or behav- 
iour differing from one’s own. 0 intolerance n. 
intolerantly adz. 

intonation 7. 1 modulation of the voice: accent. 
2 the act of intoning. 3 accuracy of musical pitch. 
dc intonational ad). 

intone w./r 1 recite (prayers etc.) with prolonged 
sounds, esp. in a monotone. 2 utter with a particu- 
lar tone. {from medieval Latin intonare] Ointoner rn. 

in toto adv. completely. [Latin] 

intoxicate u./, 1 make drunk. 2 excite or elate 
beyond self-control. [based on medieval Latin zlox- 
icatuy ‘filled with poison’] 0 intoxicant n. © ad. 
intoxicatingly adv. intoxication 7. 

intra- prefix forming adjectives usu. from adjectives, 
meaning ‘on the inside, within’ (¢ndramural). 

intractable adj. 1 hard to control or deal with. 
2) difficult, stubborn, a intractability 1. 
intractably adi. 

intrados x. Archit. the lower or inner curve of an 
arch (opp. EXTRADOS). & ARCH, WINDOW 

intramural adj. 1 situated or done within walls. 
2 forming part of normal university or college 
studies. 0 intramurally adz, 

intramuscular ad). in or into a muscle or muscles. 

Intranet 7. Computing a private communications 
network created with Internet software. 

intransigent ® adj. uncompromising, stubborn. 
@ 7. an intransigent person. [from Spanish (os 
intransigentes, name adopted by extreme Spanish 
republicans] 0 intransigence n. intransigency 7. 
intransigently adz. 

intransitive adj. (ofa verb or sense of a verb) 
that does not takey or require a direct object. 
O intransitively adi. intransitivity ». 

intrauterine adj. within the womb. 

intrauterine device ». a contraceptive device 
litted imside the uterus and physically preventing 
the implantation of fertilized ova. 

intravenous «adj. in or into a vein or veins. 
0 intravenously adv. 

in-tray 7. esp. Bri. a tray for incoming documents, 
letters, ete. 

intrepid adj. fearless; very brave. [from Latin 
intrefidus “not alarmed] oO intrepidity 1. 
intrepidly adv. 

intricate adj. very complicated: perplexingly 
detailed. [from Latin imleatus ‘entangled’] 
O intricacy 7, ( //. -1es). intricately ad: 

intrigue @ ¢. (intrigues, intrigued, intriguing) 
I intr. (foll. by with) a carry on an underhand plot. 
b use secret influence. 2 f fascinate. e n. 1 an 
underhand plot or plotting. 2 archaw a secret love 
affair [French] © intriguer n. intriguing ad). 
(esp. In sense 2 of 2.). intriguingly adv. 

intrinsic adj. inherent, essential; — belonging 
naturally, [originally in sense ‘interior’: from Latin 
intrinsecus inwardly} O intrinsically ade. 

intro 7. (//, -os) collog. an introduction. 

intro- comb. form ito (introduce). {from Latin miro ‘to 
the inside’ | 

introduce vir 1 (foll. by fo) make (a person or 
oneself) known by name to another. 2 announce 
or present to an audience. 3 a bring into use. 
b put on sale for the first time. 4 bring (a piece of 
legislation) before a legislative assembly. 5 (foll. by 
fo\ draw the attention of (a person) to a subject. 
6 often foll. by into) a insert (introduce into the tank). 
b usher in; bring forward. 7 begin. [from Latin 
introducere| DO introducer n. 

introduction 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
introducing: the process of being introduced. 2 a 
formal presentation of one person to another, 3 a 


introspection 


INVERTEBRATE 


The animal kingdom may be divided into 
two main groups: vertebrates, which have 
backbones, and invertebrates, which do not. 


The latter constitutes by far the larger group. 


_ It includes animals such as cnidarians, which 
have soft, jelly-like bodies, and insects and 
crustaceans, which have a hard outer casing 
called an exoskeleton. Insects make up the 
largest number of invertebrates. 


CRUSTACEANS 
b CRUSTACEAN 


preliminary section at the beginning of a book, 
piece of music, etc. 4 an introductory treatise. 5 a 
thing introduced, 0 introductory ad). 
introspection 7. the examination of one’s own 
mental and emotional processes etc. [based on 
Latin introspicere introspect- ‘to look inwards’] 
O introspective ad. introspectively ad. 
introvert e 7. 1 Psychol. a person predomi- 
nantly concerned with his or her own thoughts 
and feelings rather than with external things. 
2 a shy inwardly thoughtful person. @ adj. (also 
introverted) typical or characteristic of an intro- 
vert. [based on modern Latin introvertere “to turn 
inwards’| o introversion 7. introverted ad). 
intrude ». (foll. by on, upon, into) 1 intr come 
uninvited or unwanted; force oneself abruptly on 
others, 2 ¢ thrust or force (something unwelcome) 
on a person. [from Latin inirudere] 0 intruder n. 7 
intrusion 7. 1 the act or an instance of intruding. 
2 an unwanted interruption etc. 3 Geol. ¥ an influx 
of molten rock between or through strata ete. but 
not reaching the surface. > icacovs. 4 the orcupa- 
tion of a vacant estate etc. to which one has no 
claim. {from medieval Latin infrusio] O intrusive 
adj. intrusively adv. 


laccolith intrusion rock strata 
Earth's — (lens-shaped , feeder pipe 
surface intrusion) _ sill (flat intrusion) 


INTRUSION: GROSS-SECTION OF THI 
EARVH’S GRUST SHOWING INTRUSIONS 


EXAMPLES OF INVERTEBRATES 


INSECTS 
> INSLCI 


ANNELIDS 
Bb ANNLDEUD 


ARACHNIDS 
DB ARACHNID 


RCHINODERMS 
> LCHINODERM 


intuit v 1% know by intuition. 2 inf receive 
knowledge by direct perception. [fron Latin mtuert 
intuit- ‘to consider’ 0 intuitable ad}. 

intuition 7. 1 immediate apprehension by the mind 
or by a sense. 2 immediate insight. 0 intuitional ad. 

intuitjve adj. 1 of, characterized by, or possessing 
intuition. 2 perceived by intuition. o intuitively 
adv. intuitiveness 1. 

Inuit e 7. 1 (//. same) an Eskimo, esp. a Canadian 
Eskimo. 2 any of the languages spoken by these 
peoples. @ adj. of or relating to the Inuit or their 
languages. [Eskimo, literally ‘people’ 


m Usage Sce Usage Note at Eskimo. 


inundate vf: (often foll. by ith) 1 flood. 2 over- 
whelm. [based on Latin wnundatus ‘flowed into’| 
Oo imundation vn. 

inure 7/7 (often in passive; foll. by to) accustom 
(a person) to something esp. unpleasant. [Middle 
Enghsh] o inurement 

in utero /yoo-té-roh/ adv. in the womb; before 
birth. [Latin] 

invade vl (often ayol.) 1 enter (a country etc.) 
under arms. 2 swarm into or onto. 3 (of a disease) 
attack (a bocly ete.). 4 encroach upon (esp. privacy). 
[from Latin ivadere] G invader n. 

invalid! /in-va-lid/ e@ n. 1 a person enfeebled or 
disabled by illness or injury. 2 (atimb.) a of or for 
invalids (invalid car). b being an invalid (her invalid 
mother). @ v.0. \invalided, invaliding) 1 (often foll. 
by out etc.) esp. Brit. remove from active service (a 
person who has become an invalid). 2 ‘usu. in 
passive) disable (a person) by illness. oO invalidism n, 

invalid® /in-val-id/ ad. not valid. 0 invalidly ad. 

invalidate »./, 1 make invalid. 2 remove the valid- 
ity or force of (a contract etc.). d invalidation n. 

invalidity 1. 1 lack of validity. 2 bodily infirmity. 

invaluable adj, above valuation; inestimable. 
Dinvaluableness ». invaluably adi. 

invariable adj. 1 unchangeable: always the same. 
2 Afath. constant. 0b invariability n. invariably adi. 

invasion 7. 1 the act of invading or process of 
being invaded. 2 an entry of a hostile army into a 
country. [from Latin invasio} 

invasive adj. 1 (of weeds, cancer cells, etc.) tending 
to spread. 2 (of medical procedures etc.) involving 


invest 


- 


MOLLUSCS 
Db MOLLUSC 


CNIDARIANS 
& CNIDARIAN 


the introduction of instruments into the body. 
3 tending to encroach on the privacy etc. of others. 

invective 77. a strong verbal attack. [from Late Latin 
invectivus ‘abusive’] 

inveigh ».ini7. (foll. by against) speak or write with 
strong hostility. {from Latin ivehz ‘to go into, assail’| 

inveigle w/z (foll. by ito, or fo + infin.) entice; 
persuade by guile. [earlier enve(u)gle, from Old 
French aveugler ‘ to blind’] 0 inveiglement 7. 

invent 7/7, 1 create by thought: originate. 2 concoct 
(a false story ete.). [based on Latin inventus ‘found 
out, contrived’| 0 inventable ad. invention 1. 
inventor /!. 

inventive adj. 1 able or inclined to invent. 2 show- 
ing ingenuity. O inventively ad. inventiveness 1. 

inventory /in-vén-tri/ @ 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a complete list 
of goods etc, 2 items listed in this, 3 U/S the total of 
a firm's commercial assets. @ zr ( (-ies, -ied) 1 make 
an inventory of. 2 enter (items) in an inventory. 

inverse e@ adj. inverted in order or relation. @ 7. 
1 the state of being inverted. 2 (often foll. by of) a 
thing that is the opposite or reverse of another. 
[from Latin izersus ‘inverted’] 0 inversely ade. 

inverse proportion 7. (also inverse ratio) a 
relation between two quantities such that one 
increases in proportion as the other decreases. 

inverse square law 7. a law by which the intensity 
of an effect, such as gravitational force, illumina- 
tion, ete,, changes in inverse proportion to the 
square of the distance from the source. 

inversion 7. 1 the act of turning upside down or 
inside out. 2 the reversal of a normal order or 
relation. 3 (in full temperature inversion) the 
reversal of the nornial variation of air temperature 
with altitude. 4 the process or result of inverting, 
O inversive ad. 

invert @ 2/1 turn upside down. 2 reverse the order 
or relation of. @ 7. a homosexual. {from Latin invert 
crc] O inverter 7. invertibility n. invertible ad). 

invertebrate e «ad. (of an animal) not having a 
backbone. @ 7. 4 an mvyertebrate animal. 

inverted comma 1. esp. Brit. = QUOt\HION MARK. 

invert sugar 7. a nuxture of glucose and fructose 
obtained by the hydrolysis of sucrose. 

invest @. 1 fr (often foll. by am) apply or use (money , 
esp. for profit. 2 wx (often foll. by in) devote (time 


investigate 


IONIC 


The term Ionic applies to one of the classical architectural 
orders. It is especially attributable to temple architecture, 
and is characterized by the use of fluted columns, volutes 
(spiral scrolls) on each capital, and a continuous, sculpted 
frieze. The triangular peciment on the main facade ts 


abraded tn 


generally simple and unadorned. 


pediment 


mea TEZE 


FRONT ELEVATION OF AN TONIC: TEMPLE 


etc.) to an enterprise. 3 intr (foll. by in) a put 
money for profit (into stocks ete.). b collug. buy 
tinvested in a new car). 4 tra (foll. by with) provide, 
endue, or credit (a person or thing with quahties, 
insignia, or rank). b foll. by i) attribute or entrust 
(qualities or feelings). [from Latin — mvestire] 
Oinvestable adj. investor 1, 

investigate « 1 /: inquire into, examine. 2 ib. 
make a systematic inquiry or search. [based 
on Latin investigatuy “searched into’| G investiga- 
tion 7. investigational adj. investigator 2. 
investigatory «dj. 

investigative adj. sceking or serving to investigate, 
esp. (of journalism) inquiring intensively into 
controversial issues. 

investiture 7. 1 the formal investing of a person 
with honours or rank, esp. by a sovereign. 
2 \often foll. by wu) the act of enduing with attrib- 
utes). [from mecheval Latin mrestiiwa| 
investment 1. 1 the act or process of investing, 
2 money invested. 3 property etc. in which money 
is invested. 

investment trust 7. a limited company whose 
business is the investment of its shareholders’ 
funds. 

inveterate ad. 1 ‘of a person) confirmed in an 
tesp. undesirable) habit ete. 2 (of a habit etc.) 
long established. [from Latin izeferalus “made old’] 
Dinveteracy 7. inveterately ad: 

invidious adj. of an action, attitude, etc. likely to 
excite resentment or inclignation against the person 
responsible yan weidious fash). [based on Latin muidia 
‘envy | G invidiously «di. invidiousness 7. 

invigilate cnr. Brit. supervise candidates at an 
examination, [originally in sense ‘to keep watch’: 
from Latin zzigilae| 0 invigilation 1. invigila- 
tor 7. 


invigorate 7:/). give vigour or strength to. [based 
on medieval Latin make 
strong | O invigorating ad. invigoratingly 
adv. Invigoration 7. 


vigurare vigoral- “to 


invincible adj. unconquerable. o invincibility 
n. invineibly ade. 
inviolable adj. not to be violated or profaned, 


{from Latin inriolabili)| GO inviolability 1. 
inviolably acd. 
inviolate ad. 1 not violated or profaned. 


2 safe from violation or harm. [from Latin 
inviolatus| 0 inviolately ad: 
invisible ad. 1 not visible to the eye. 2 too small 
to be seen or noticed. 3. artfully concealed 
ine vible mending, D invisibility 1. invisibly ade: 
invisible exports »/./)/. also invisible imports 


fluted column 


sculpted 


friez 


architiave 
capital 


volute 


IONIC ENTABLATURE 


invitation 7. 1 the process of inviting or fact of 
being invited, esp. to a social occasion. 2 a letter or 
card used to invite someone. 

invite e@ ¢. 1 fr: (often foll. by fo, or fo + infin.) ask 
(a person) courteously to come, or to do something 
(zeere invited to lunch). 2 t: make a formal courteous 
request for (ineited comments). 3 tr. tend to elicit (nerled 
abuse). 4 a tr attract. b intr be attractive. @ 7. collog. 
an invitation, [from Latin @ifare] 0 invitee 7. 


m Usage Although over three centuries old, the use 
of invite as a NOUN Meaning ‘invitation’ is stil highly 
informal, 


inviting ad. 1 attractive. 2 enticing, tempting 
Cinvitingly ade. 

in vitro /vee-troh/ adj. & adv. Biol. (of processes or 
reactions) taking place in a test tube or other 
laboratory environment. [Latin, literally ‘in glass’} 

in vivo /vee-voh/ ad). G adv. Biol. (of processes) 
taking place in a living organism. (Latin, literally 
‘in a living thing’] 

invocation 7. 1 the act or an instance of invoking, 
esp. in prayer, 2 an appeal to a supernatural 
being for imspiration. [from Latin  mvocatio] 
Dinvocatory ad). 

invoice @ 7. a list of goods or services rendered, 
with prices and charges; a bill, @ ufr 1 make an 
mvoice of (goods and services). 2 send an myoice to 
(a person). [earlier wvoves, pl. of imzoy ‘dispatch’ ] 

invoke ¢./: 1 call on (a deity ete.) in prayer or as 
a witness. 2 appeal to (the law etc.). 3 summon 
{a spirit) by charms. 4 ask earnestly for. [from 
Latin mzocarc] 0 invoker n. 

involuntary ad. 1 done without conscious 
control; unintentional. 2 (of a muscle. not under 
the control of the will. o involuntarily ad). 
involuntariness /. 

involute ad. 1 involved. intricate. 2 < curled 
spirally. 3 Bot. rolled inwards at the edges. [from 
Latin involutus “wrapped up'] 

involuted ad. 1 

Z=invoren adj. 2. 
involution x. 1 the process of involving. 
2 an entanglement. 3 intricacy. 4 curling 
inwards. 5 a part that curls inwards. 0 tnvo- 

lutional «7. 

involve i./ 1 colien foll. by im) cause (a 
person or thing) to participate or share the 
experience (of a situation cte.). 2 nnply, 
entail, make necessary. 3 fol. by a) impli- 
cate (a person in a crime. ete.). 
4 include or affect in its operations. 5 (as 
involved adj.) a (often foll, by in) 
concerned or interested, b complicated 


complicated, abstruse. 


etc.) items, esp. services, Involving payment in thought or form. e© amorously 
between countries but not consututing  INVOLUTE — associated. [from — Latin inzolvere] 
tangible commiaclities. SHULL Dinvolvement ». 


12h 


ionosphere 


invulnerable adj. that cannot be wounded or hurt. 
0 invulnerability 7. invulnerably ade. 

inward e ad). 1 directed toward the inside; going in. 
2 situated within, 3 mental, spiritual. @ adv. (also 
inwards) 1 (of motion or position) towards the 
inside. 2 in the mind or soul. [Old English 
innanweard| 

inward-looking adj. introverted, insular, 

inwardly adv. 1 on the inside. 2 in the mind or soul. 
3 (of speaking) not aloud; inaudibly. 

inwards var. of inwarv adv. 

inwrap var. of ENWRap. 

inwrought ad. 1 a (often foll. by wrth) (of a fabric) 
decorated (with a pattern). b (often foll. by m, on) 
(of a pattern) wrought (in or on a fabric). 
2 closely blended. 

in-your-face adj. (also in your face predic.) slang 
aggressively blatant or provocative. [from im your face 
used as a derisive insult] 

IOC abdix. International Olympic Committee. 

iodide n. Chem. any compound of iodine with 
another element or group. 

iodine 7. 1 Chem. a non-metallic element of the 
halogen group, forming a violet vapour. 2 a 
solution of this in alcohol used as a mild antiseptic. 
[based on Greek ides ‘violet-hke’} 

iodize wr (also -ise) treat or impregnate with 
iodine. 0 10dization n. 

ion 7. an atom, molecule, or group that has lost 
one or more electrons (= ciioN), or gained one or 
more electrons (= anion). [Greek, literally “going’] 
Dionic adj. ionically ade. 

ion exchange n. the exchange of ions of the same 
charge between a usu. aqueous solution and a solid, 
used in water-softening etc. 0 ion-exchanger 7. 

Tonic e@ ad. 1 A of the order of Greek architecture 
characterized by a column with scroll-shapes on 
either side of the capital. > couumn. 2 of the ancient 
Greek clialect used in Ionia. @ 7. the Tonic dialect. 
[from Greek Jénikos] ~ 

ionize v.t7, G int: (also -ise) convert or be converted 
into an ion or ions. O ionizable ad). ionization n, 

ionizer 7. (also -iser) any thing which produces 
ionization, esp. a device used to improve the 
quality of the air in a room etc. 

ionizing radiation 7. a radiation of sufficient 
energy to cause ionization in the medium through 
which it passes. 

ionosphere 7. Y an ionized region of the 
atmosphere above the mesosphere, able to 
reflect radio waves for long-distance transmission 
round the Earth (cf rrorosearee). Ur MOsPHLRL. 
© ionospheric ad). 


aurora 
f ultraviolet rays 


reflected radio wave 


— lonosphere 


ot mesosphere 


= stratosphere 


- troposphere 


IONOSPHERE: SECTION THROUGH THE 
LOWER DIVISIONS OF THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE 


iota 


iota 7. 1 the ninth letter of the Greek alphabet (I, 1). 
2 (usu. with neg) the smallest possible amount. 
{Greek ita (as the smallest letter)| 

IOU x. a signed document acknowledging a debt. 
[representing pronunciation of J owe you| 

ipecac 7. collog. ipecacuanha. 

ipecacuanha /}p-i-kak-yoo-ah-na/ n. the root of a 
S. American shrub, Cephaelis ipecacuanha, used as an 
emetic and expectorant. [Portuguese] 

ipso facto adv. by that very fact or act. [Latin] 

IQ abbr, = INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENT. 

Ir symb. Chem. the clement iridium. 

ir- prefix assim. form of in- before r. 

IRA abby. Irish Republican Army. 

Iranian e adj. 1 of or relating to Iran in the Middle 
East. 2 of or relating to the Indo-European group 
of languages including Persian and Kurdish. 
e 7. 1 a native or national of Iran. 2 a person 
of Tranian descent. 

Iraqi e ad}. of or relating to Iraq in the Middle East. 
e 2. (pl. Iraqis) 1 a a native or national of Iraq. 
b a person of Iraqi descent. 2 the form of Arabic 
spoken in Iraq. 

irascible adj. irritable; hot-tempered. [based on 
Latin iasci ‘to grow angry] © irascibility 7. 
irascibly adv. 

irate adj. angry, enraged. 
G irately adv. irateness 7. 

IRC abbr. Computing Internet Relay Chat. 

ire n. /iterary anger. [from Latin 7a] 0 ireful ad). 

iridaceous adj. Bol. of or relating to the family 
Iridaceae of plants growing from bulbs, corms, or 
rhizomes. [from modern Latin indaceus| 


[from Latin satus] 


iridescent adj. 1 showing rainbow-like luminous 
colours. 2 changing colour with position. [related 
to kis] G iridescence 7. iridescently ad 

iridium 7. Chem. a hard white metallic 
element of the transition series used 
esp. m alloys. [modern Latin] 

iris n. 1 the flat circular 
coloured, membrane 
behind the cornea of 
the eye, with a circu- : 
lar opening (pupil) in 
the centre. > 
2 > any herba- 
ceous plant 
of the genus 
Ins (family 
Tridaceae) 
3 (in full aris 
diaphragm, 
an adjustable 
diaphragm for 
regulating the size of 
a central hole esp. lor 
the admission — of 
light to a lens. [from 
Greck, literally ‘rainbow, iris] 


standard 
(inner lepal ) 


EYL. 


viene [haf 


fall attest pal 


IRIS 
(Iris ‘Banbury Beauty’) 


Irish e ad). of or relating to Ireland. its people. o1 
its Celtic language. e n. 1 the Celta 
of Ireland. 2 (prec. by the; treated as pl.) the people 
of Ireland. [Middle English, from carlier /ras 
‘the Insh’] 

Irish bull 7. = 10115 |. 

Irishman ». (//. -men,; a man who is Irish by birth 
or descent. 


language 


Irish stew 7. a stew of mutton, potato, and onion. 
Irish wolfhound »).» 1 a large, often grey- 
ish hound of a rough-coated 
breed, 2 this breed, 
Irishwoman 2. (pi. 
-women) a woman who 
is Irish by birth or 
descent, 


irk 7.4 often prec 
by wf as subject 
hore. irritate. annoy 


[Middle English] IRISH WOLFHOUND 


irksome adj. __ tedious, tiresome. 
Dirksomely adv. 

iroko 7. (pl. -os) 1 cither of two African trees, 
Chlorophora excelsa or ©. regia. 2 the hght-coloured 
hardwood from these trees. & woop. [Ibo (a 
language of SE Nigeria)| 

iron @ 7. 1 Chem. a silver-white ductile metallic 
clement much used for tools and implements. 


annoying, 


D> BLAST FURNACE, MEJALS. 2 this as a symbol of 


firmness (wll of iron). 3 a tool or implement made 
of iron. 4 a household, now usu. clectrical, imple- 
ment with a flat base which is heated to smooth 
clothes etc. 5 a golf club with an iron or steel 
sloping head angled to loft the ball (seven-iron). 
> cou. 6 (usu. in pl.) a fetter (clapped in irons). 
7 (usu. in pl.) a stirrup. 8 (often in pl.) Brit. archaic an 
iron support for a malformed leg. 9 a preparation 
of iron as a tonic or dietary supplement. e ad). 
1 made of iron. 2 very robust. 3 unyielding (ion 
determination:. @ v.tr. 1 smooth sclothes ete.) with an 
iron. 2 furnish or cover with iron. 0 iron out 
remove or smooth over (difficulties etc.). [Old 
English] 0 ironer x. ironless adj. iron-like ad). 
Iron Age n. the period following the Bronze .\yc 


when iron replaced bronze in the making of 


unplements and weapons. 

ironclad e adj. 1 clad or protected with iron. 
2 impregnable: rigorous. @ n. Ast. an early name for 
a 19th-c. warship protected by iron plates. 

Iron Curtain 7. /is/. a notional barrier to the 
passage of people and information between the 
former Soviet bloc and the West. 

ironic ad). (also ironical) 1 using or displaying 
irony. 2 in the nature of irony. [from Greek eironikos 
‘dissembling’] a ironically ade. 

ironing ””. clothes etc, for ironing or just ironed. 


ironing board 7. a flat surface usu. on legs and of 


adjustable height on which clothes etc. are ironed. 

ironist 77. a person who uses irony. O ironize v.inlr. 
(also -ise). 

iron lung ». a rigid case fitted over a patient’s body, 
used for administering prolonged artuficial respira- 
tion by means of mechanical pumps. 

ironmonger 7. Bri/. a dealer in hardware etc. 
Dironmongery ?. (/)/. -ies). 

iron-mould ». |’ iron-mold) a spot caused by 
iron-rust or an ink-stain, esp. on fabric 

iron pyrites see PYKit is. 

iron rations 7/.//. a small emergency 
supply of food. 

ironstone 7. 1 ® any rock contuin- 
ing a substantial proportion of an 
iron compound. 2 a kind of hard 
white opaque stoneware, 

ironware i. articles made of iron. 

ironwork »). 1 thing: 
2 work in ivon. 


made of iron. 


ironworks 7. (treated as sing or pil.) 
a place where iron is smelted or iron 
goods are made. 


irony 7. (//. -ies) 1 an expression ol 


meaning, often humorous or sarcastic, by the use of 


language of a different or opposite tendency. 2 an ill- 
timed or perverse arrival of an event or circum- 
stance that is in itself desirable. 3 \also dramatic 
irony) a literary technique in which the audience 
can perceive hidden — meanings 
unknown to the characters. [from 
Greek evoneia “sunulated ignorance | 


Iroquoian /i-r6-kwoi-in/ @ 1. 
1 a Janguage family of castern 
N. America, including Cherokee 
and Mohawk. 2 a 
the Iroquois Indians. @ adj. of o1 
relating to the Iroquois or the 
froquoian language family o1 
one of its members 


member of 


Iroquois /\-r6-kwoi/ e 1. 
pl. same) laa conled- 
eracy of six Amer 


(RONSTONE: 
(HNRNP 


irresponsive 


ican Indian peoples (Mohawk, Oneida, Seneca, 
Onondaga, Cayuga, and Tuscarora) formerly 
inhabiting New York State, now living mainly in 
Canada. b a member of any of these peoples. 
2 any of the Iroquoian languages of these peoples. 
@ adj. of or relating to the Iroquois or their 
languages. {from Algonquian| 
irradiant ad). liferary shining brightly. D irradiance n. 
irradiate v.(r, 1 subject to radiation. 2 shine upon; 
light up. 3 throw light on (a subject). [based on 
Latin irradiatus ‘shone out’] 
irradiation 7. 1 the process of irradiating. 2 the 
process of exposing food to gamma rays to kill 
micro-organisms. 3 shining, illumination, 
irrational adj. 1 illogical; unreasonable. 2 not 
endowed with reason. 3 Alath. (of a root etc.) 
not rational: not commensurate with the natural 
numbers (e.g. a non-terminating decimal). 0 irra- 
tionality 7. irrationally ade. 
irreconcilable adj. 1 implacably hostile. 2 (of 
ideas etc.) incompatible. 0 irreconcilability 7. 
irreconcilably adv. 
irrecoverable adj. that cannot be recovered or 
remedied. 0 irrecoverably adi. 
irredeemable adj. 1 that cannot be redeemed. 
2 hopeless, absolute. 0 irredeemably ado. 
irredentist 7). a person advocating the restoration 
to his or her country of any territory formerly 
belonging to it. [based on Itahan (Italia) irredenta 
‘unredeemed (Italy)’] 0 irredentism 7. 
irreducible adj. 1 that cannot be reduced or 
simplified. 2 (often foll. by 4) that cannot be 
brought to a desired condition. 0 irreducibility n. 
irreducibly adi. 
irrefutable adj. that cannot be 
Uirrefutability n. irrefutably adi: 
irregular e «adj. 1 not regular in shape, unsymmet- 
rical; varying in form. 2 (of a surface) uneven. 
3 contrary to a rule, moral principle, or custom; 
abnormal. 4 not occurring at regular intervals. 
5 (of troops; not belonging to the regular army. 
6 Gram. (of a verb. noun, etc.) not inflected 
according to the usual rules. 7 disorderly. @ n. (in pl.) 
irregular troops. O irregularity x. (pl. -ies). 
irregularly adz: 


refuted. 


irrelevant ad). not relevant. O irrelevance 7. 
irrelevancy 7. (//. -ies). wrelevantly adv, 


irreligion 1. disregard of or hostility to reli- 
g10, 
irreligious adj. 1 incliflerent or hostile to 
religion. 2 lacking a religion. O irrelig- 
iously adv 
irremediable «dj. that cannot be reme- 
died. 0 irremediably adz. 


irremovable adj. that cannot be 


removed. 

irreparable /i-rep-cr-abul/ adj. (of an 

injury, loss, etc.) that cannot be rectified 

or made good. Uirreparably ad 

irreplaceable ad. 1 that cannot be 
replaced. 2 of which the loss cannot be made good. 

irrepressible adj, that cannot be repressed or 
restrained, O irrepressibility 7. irrepressibly 
adi 

irreproachable adj. faultless, blameless. O ir- 
reproachably ad: 

irresistible adj. 1 too strong or convincing to be 
resisted. 2 dehghtlul; alluring, 0 irresistibly adi 

irresolute «dj. 1 hesitant. 2 lacking in resoluteness 
Oirresolutely «dv. rresolution n. 

irresolvable «dj. 1 that cannot be resolved into its 
components, 2 (of a problem that cannot be solved. 

irrespective adj. (loll. by of) not taking into 
account; regardless of. 

irresponsible ad). 1 acting or done without 
due sense of responsibility. 2 not responsible 
for one’s conduct. O irresponsibility 7. ir- 
responsibly ad 
irresponsive «/). 
0 irresponsiveness !! 


often foll. by fo) not responsive 


irretrievable 


ISOMER 


Compounds that have the same molecu- 
lar formula, but a diflerent configuration 
of atoms, are known as isomers. Butane 
and 2-methylpropane, for example, both 
have the chemical formula C,H),. but 

| their atoms link up in different ways. \s 
a result, each isomeric form has different 
physical and chemical properties. 


| Aydrogen atom . carbon atom 
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irretrievable ad. that cannot be retrieved or 
restored. 0 irretrievably ad. 

irreverent ad). lacking reverence. O irreverence 7. 
irreverently ad. 

irreversible adj. not reversible. 0 irreversibility 
n, irreversibly adi. 

irrevocable adj. 1 unalterable. 2 gone beyond 
recall. o irrevocability 7. rrevocably adi- 


irrigate @/r 1 a supply water to land: by means of 


channels. b ;of a stream ete.) supply Jandi with 
water. 2 Ved. apply a flow of water or medication to 
a wound ete... [based on Latin irigatus ‘watered’ 
Dirngable ad). irrigation 7. irrigator /. 

irritable ad). 1 easily annoyed. 2 of an organ ete. 
very sensitive to contact. [from Latin aritabilts 
Oirritability 7. irritably ad. 

irritable bowel syndrome #. a condition involy- 
ing abdominal pain and diarrhoea or consupation 
and associated with stress, depression, ete. 

irritant e od), causing irritation. @ 7. an irritant 
substance. 0 irritancy 7. 

irritate :./. 1 excite to anger: annoy. 2 sumulate 
discomfort ina part of the bady . 3 Bio/. sumulate 
an organ to an active response. [based on Latin 
immtatus “prov oked’] 0 irritating ad). irritation n. 

is Jrd wag prevent of me. 

ISA abby. 1 individual savings account. 2 Computing 
industry standard architecture. 

ISBN «hy. international standard book number. 

ischaemia /iss-kee-nid/ 2. (ischemia Midd. 
a reduction of the blood supply to part of the 
body. [trom Greek odAdaumay “keeping back’] 
D ischaemic ud). 

ISDN adh: integrated services digital nety ork. 

-ise vwiffi\ var. of -171. 


m Usage Sec Usage Note at i. 


-ish wi/fiy forming adjectives: 1 from nouns. mean- 
ing: a having the qualities of faa. b of the 
nationality of Danis. 2 from adjectives. meaning 
ssomewhat’ thidkoh . 3 collog. denoung an appront- 
mate age or ume of dav foros var thonnlh. 

isinglass 1. 1 a kind of gelatin obtained trom fish 
2 mica. {corruption of obsolete Dutch Aunentla 


Islam x. 1 the religion of the Muslims, a mono- 
theistic faith regarded as revealed through 
Muhammad as the Prophet of Allah. 2 the Muslim 
world. [from Arabic islam ‘submission (to God)’] 
olslamie adj. Islamism 7. Islamist 1. Islamize 
wir also -ise.. Islamization n. 

island 7. 1 a piece of land surrounded by water. 
2 a detached or isolated thing. [Old English] 

islander x, a native or inhabitant of an island. 

island-hop ::in/r, move from one island to another. 
isle 7. poet. and in place names) an island or 
peninsula. [from Latin msula] 

islet ». 1 a small island. 2 Anal. a portion of tissue 
structurally distinet: from) surrounding tissues. 
{from Old French] 

sism suffix forming nouns, esp. denoung: 1 an action 
or its result: baptism: organism\. 2 a system, principle. 
or idevlogical movement (Conservatism: jingoism: 
feminism). 3 a state or quality (heroism: barbarism). 
4 a basis of prejudice or discrimination (racism: 
vex). 5 a peculiarity in language Amencanisnn. 
6 a pathological condition (alcoholism: Parkinsonism). 

ism’t confi. is not. 
iso- comb. form 1 equal (isometric. 2 Chem, isomeric. 
esp. of a hydrocarbon with a branched chain of 
carbon atoms ,dobutane . [from Greek nos “equal’} 
isobar 7. a line on a map connecting positions 
having the same atmospheric pressure. [from 
Greek iobares “of equal weight] G isobaric adj. 
D WEATHER CHARI 
isochronous /I-sok-r6n-ts/ adj. 1 occurring at 
the same time. 2 occupying equal time. [based on 
Greek Khronos “ume | 
isolate ::/, 1 a place apart or alone. b place 
a patient thought to be contagious or infectious 
in quarantine. 2 a identify and separate for 
attention elated the problem). b Chem. prepare a 
substance: in a pure form. 3 insulate \electrical 
apparatus!. [based on Latin insula ‘island’ 
Disolable «ad. isolatable ad. isolator 1. 

isolated adj. 1 lonely: cut off from society or 
contact: remote feeling isolated: an isolated farmhouse. 
2 untypical. exceptional an tyolated example . 

isolation 7. 1 the act or an instance of isolating: the 
state of being isolated. 2 (aftib designating a 
hospital, ward, etc. for patients with contagious or 
infectious Oo in isolation considered 
singly and not relatively. 

isolationism »#. the policy of holding aloof trom the 
affairs of other countries or eroups. 0 isolationist 7. 


discases. 


isomer 7. 1 Chem. A cach of two or mere com- 
pounds with the same molecular formula but a 
different arrangement of atoms and dilterent prop- 
erties. 2 Physics cach of two or more atomic nuclei 
that have the same atomic number and the same 


ISOTOPE 

Isotopes are different forms of the same 
element. They have identical chemical 
properties and occupy the same place on 
the periodic table, but each isotopic form 


electron 


ef 
hg 


proton 


™., 


9 


electron , 


vy 


proton 


Sa 


w 


HYDROGEN VEON 
COMMON HYDROGEN 


DER TE Nie \t 
HLWY AYDROGEN 


issue 


mass number but different energy states. [from 
Greek isomerés “sharing equally] 0 isomeric adj. 
isomerism 7. isomerize 7.{7, & intr. ,also -1se). 

isometric adj. 1 of equal measure. 2 Physiol. 
(of muscle action) developing tension while the 
muscle is prevented from contracting. 3 (of a draw- 
ing etc.) with the plane of projection at equal 
angles to the three principal axes of the object 
shown. 4 Vath. (of a transformation) without 
change of shape or size. [based on Greek isometria 
‘equality of measure’] O isometrically adi. 
isometry 7. (in sense 4). 

isometrics 7.p/. a system of physical exercises in 
which muscles are caused to act against each other 
or against a fixed object. 

isomorphic 2d. also isomorphous: 1 exactly 
corresponding in form and relations. 2 Crystallog. 
having the same form. oO isomorph 2. 
isomorphism 7. 

isosceles /I-sos-i-leez/ ad. of a triangle) having 
two sides equal. [from Greek cvoskelés] 

isotherm 7. 1 a line on a map connecting places 
having the same temperature. 2 a curve for changes 
in a physical system at a constant temperature. 
{based on Greek thermé “heat] 0 isothermal adj. 
isothermally ad:. 

isotonic adj. 1 having the same osmotic pressure. 
2 Physiol. (of muscle action) taking place with 
normal contraction. 0 isotonically ade. 

isotope nx. Chem. ¥ cach of two or more forms of an 
element differing from each other in relative 
atomic mass. and in nuclear but not chemical 
properties. [based on Greek topos ‘place’ (i.e. in the 
periodic table of elements] 0 isotopic adj. 
isotopically adz. isotopy 7. 

isotropic adj. having the same physical properties 
in all directions. [based on Greek tropos ‘turn’ 

ISP «bby. Internet service provider. 

Israeli /iz-ray-li/ @ adj. of or relating to the 
modern state of Israel in the Middle East. 
ex. (pl. Israelis: f.a native or national of Israel. 
2 a person of Israeli descent. [from Hebrew yara’el 
‘he that strives with God” Gen. 32:28 ] 

Israelite /iz-ra-liAe n. a member of the ancient 
Hebrew nation or people. esp. an inhabitant of the 
northern kingdomyof the Hebrews \¢.930) 721 8c 
@ ad. of or relating to the Israelites. 

issue e 7. 1 a a giving out or circulation of shares. 
notes, stamps. etc. b a quantity of coins, supplies. 
copies of a newspaper or book etc.. circulated at 
one ume. ¢ an item or amount given out or distrib- 
uted. d each of a regular series of a magazine etc. 
the May issue. 2 acan outgoing. an outflow. b a way 
out or outlet. esp. the place of the emergence of a 
stream etc. 3 a point im question; an important 
subject of debate or hugation. 4 a result: an 
outcome. 5 Lae children. progeny .zithout male 


has a different number of neutrons in the 
nucleus of its atoms. giving each form a 
ditlerent mass. Hydrogen. for example, can 
exist in three isotopic forms ,as below". 
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-ist 


issue). @ v. (issues, issued, issuing) 1 intr. literary 
go or come out. 2 / a send forth; publish; put into 
circulation. b supply, esp. officially or authorita- 
tively (foll. by fo, with: issued passports to them; issued 
them with passports). 3 intr. a be derived or result. 
b (foll. by m) end, result. 4 ze (foll. by from) emerge 
from a condition. O at issue 1 under discussion; 
in dispute. 2 at variance. join (or take) issue (foll. 
by wth, on) identify an issue for argument. [based 
on Latin exitus ‘having exited’] 0 issuable ad). 
issuance 7. issueless adj. issuer 2. 
sist suffix forming personal nouns (and in some 
senses related adjectives) denoting: 1 an adherent of 
a system etc. in -ism: see -sm 2 (Marxist: fatalist). 
2 aa member of a profession (pathologist). b a 
person concerned with something (/obacconist). 3 a 
person who uses a thing (wolinest; balloonist, motorist). 
4 a person who does something expressed by a verb 
in -ize (plagiarist). 5 a person who subscribes to a 
prejudice or practises discrimination (racist; sexist). 
isthmus /issth-miis/ 7. (p/. isthmuses) ¥ a 
narrow piece of land connecting two larger bodies 
of land. [from Greek isthmos| 0 isthmian ad). 
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IT abbr. Computing information technology. 

it pron. (poss. its; pl. they) 1 the thing (or occasion- 
ally the animal or child) previously named or in 
-question (look a stone and threw it,, 2 the person in 
question (Iho is i? Mis F, ts ia boy ora girl’). 3 as the 
subject of an impersonal verb (i ty ramming, il is 
Tuesday: it is evo miles to Bath), 4 as a substitute for a 
deferred subject or object (7 ts intolerable, this delay: 
I take tt that you agree). 5 as a substitute for a vague 
object (brazen il out, run for it! }. 6 as the antecedent to 


a relative word (if was an owl (that) I heard). 
7 exactly what is needed (absolutely i). 8 the extreme 
limit of achievement. 9 collog. sexual intercourse; 
sex appeal. 10 (in children’s games) a player who 
has to perform a required feat, esp. to catch the 
others. 0 that’s it collog. that is: } what is required. 
2 the difficulty. 3 the end, enough. this is it collog. 
1 the expected event is at hand, 2 this is the 
difficulty. (Old English] 

Italian e 7. 1 a a native or national of Italy. 
b a person of Italian descent. 2 the Romance 
language used in Italy and parts of Switzerland. 
e ad. of or relating to Italy or its people or 
language. {from Italian /taliano ‘of Italy’ 

Italianate ad. of Italian style or appearance. 

italic e ad. 1 a Printing of the sloping kind of letters 
now used esp. for emphasis and in foreign 
words. b (of handwriting) compact and pointed 
hke 16th-c. Italian handwriting. © canticrarny. 
2 (Italic) of ancient Italy. @ 7. 1 a letter in italic 
type. 2 this type. [from Greek talikos ‘Italian’, 
because introduced by Aldo Manuzio of Venice] 

italicize v.(7, (also -ise) print in italics. 0 italiciza- 
tion 7. 

itch e 7. 1 an irritation in the skin. 2 an impaticnt 
desire. @ «intr, 1 feel an irritation in the skin, 

2 feel a desire to do something (J% itching fo tell 
you the news). [Old English] 

itchy adj. (itchier, itchiest; having or 
causing an itch. 0 have itchy feet 
collog. 1 be restless. 2 have a strong 
urge to travel. 0 itchiness 7. 

it’d coniz. collog. 1 it had. 2 it would. 

-ite suffix forming nouns meaning 
‘a person or thing connected with’: 
1 in names of persons: a as natives 
of a country (Jsraelile,. b often derog. 
as followers of a movement etc. 
( pre-Raphaelite, Trotskyite), 2 in names 
of things: a fossil organisms (ammonile). 
b minerals { graphite). ¢ constituent parts 
of a body or organ (somite). d explo- 
sives \dynamile), e commercial products 
(ebonite; vulcanile;. f salts of acids having 
names in -ous (niirile; sulphite). 

item 7. 1 a any of a number of enumerated or 
listecl things. b an entry in an account. 2 an article 
‘household items). 3a distinct piece of news, informa- 
tion, ete, 4 collog. a couple in a romantic or sexual 
relationship. [Latin, literally ‘in like manner, also’| 

itemize /.//, (also -ise) state or list item by item. 

iterate «7/7. repeat; state repeatedly, [based on Latin 
ieratus “done again] 0 iteration 7. iterative ad). 

it girl 7. a young woman who has achieved celebrity 
because of her socialite lifestyle. 

itinerant e adj. travelling from place to place. 
@ 7. an itinerant person. [from Late Latin stinerant- 
‘travclling’] 0 itinerancy 1. 

itinerary 1. (//. -ies) 1 a detailed route. 2 a record 
of travel. 3.a guidebook. {from Late Latin itinerarum| 

-itis suffix forming nouns, esp.: 1 names of inflam- 
matory diseases (appendicitis; bronchitis). 2 collog. in 
extended uses with reference to conditions 
compared to diseases (electonilis). 
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-ize 


4H contr: collog. it will; it shall. 
its poss.del. of or belonging to it or itself (can see tls 
advantages; the dog injured its paw). 


a Usage Care should be taken not to confuse its 
with it’s. Js, meaning ‘of or belonging to it’, docs 
not have an apostrophe, e.g. Jts handle had fallen off. 
The apostrophe is used only in the short form of i 
is or it has, e.g. It’s raining; It’s been a long time since we met. 


it’s contr. 1 it is. 2 it has. 
m Usage See Usage Note at irs. 


itself pron. emphatic and refl. form of tr. 0 by 
itself apart from its surroundings, automatically, 
spontancously, in itself viewed in its essential 
qualities (nol in utself a bad thing). 
itsy-bitsy adj. (also itty-bitty) collog. usu. derog. 
tiny, insubstantial, slight. 
ITV abby. (in the UK) Independent Television. 
IUD abby. intrauterine device. 
TV abbr. intravenous. 
Pve contr. | have. 
IVF abbr. in vitro fertilization. 
ivied adj. overgrown with ivy. 
ivory e 7. (pl. -ies) 1 < a hard creamy-white 
substance composing the main part of the tusks 
of an clephant, hippopotamus, walrus, 
and narwhal. > nierHant. 2 the colour of 
this. 3 (usu. in p/.) a an article made 
of ivory. b slang anything made of or 
resembling ivory, esp. a piano key 
or a tooth. @ ad. of the colour of 
ivory; creamy white. [from Latin 
chur eburis| 
ivory tower n. a state of seclusion 
from the ordinary world and the 
harsh realities of life. 
ivy 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a climbing ever- 
green shrub, Hedera helix, with usu. 
shiny dark green five-angled leaves. 
2 any of various other climbing or trail- 
ing plants including ground ivy ancl 
poison ivy. [Old English| 
Ivy League 2. a group of universities 
in the eastern US. 
size suffix (also -ise) forming verbs, meaning: 
1 make or become such (Americanize; realize). 2 treat 
in such a way (monopolize, pasteurize). 3 a follow 
a special practice (economize). b have a specified 
feeling (sympathize). 4 affect with, provide with, 
or subject to (oxidize, hospitalize). 0 -ization suffix 
forming nouns. -1zer suffix forming agent nouns. 


m Usage The form -ize has been in use in English 
since the 16th c.; it 1s widely used in American 
English, but is not an Americanism. The alterna- 
tive spelling -zse (reflecting a French influence) is 
in common use, especially in British English, and is 
obligatory in certain cases: (a2) where it forms part 
of a larger word-element, such as -mzse (= sending) 
in compromise, and prise (= taking) in surprise; and (b 
in verbs corresponding to nouns with -s- in the 
stem, such as advertise and televise. 


ea) 


ae n. (also 3) (fl. Js or Js) the tenth letter of the 
alphabet. 

J? wb. salso J.\ joules). 

jab e «fr, (jabbed, jabbing) 1 a poke roughly. 
b stab. 2 ifoll. by to) thrust fa thing) hard or 
abruptly. @ 7. Lan abrupt blow, 2 collog. a hypoder- 
mic injection. 3a cutting remark, [originally Scots] 

jabber e&. I ini chatter volubly. 2 &. utter (words 
fast and indistinctly. @ x. meaningless jabberine: 
a gabble. 

jabiru /jab-i-r0o0/ n. a large black-necked stork 
of the genus Ephippiorhynchus, esp. 
E. mycteria of Central and S. Amer- 
ica, with mainly white plumage. 
[Tupi-Guarant (a S. American 
Indian language)] 


jabot /zhab-oh/ 7.» an orna- 
mental frill or ruffle of lace 
etc. on the front of a shirt or 
blouse. [French, originally in 
sense “crop of 


a bird’| jabot - 


JABOT: [81H-CLNIURY 
GENTLEMAN'S JABO'E 


jacana /jak-a-na/ 1. (also 
jagana /jas-4-nah/ 
of various small tropical 
wading birds of the family 
Jacanidae, with elongated 
and hind claws which enable them to walk on 
floating leaves ete. & wanna aikp, [Portuguese] 


UN 


hoes 


jacaranda 7. a tropical American tree with 
fragrant wood, esp. one of the genus Jacaranda. 
with trumpet-shaped blue flowers. [Tupi-Guarani 
aS. American Indian languages] 

jacinth /jas-inth/ 7. ® a reddish- 
orange variety of zircon used as a 

{from Latin 
‘hyacinth | 

jack e 7. La device for lifting heayy 
objects, e p- the axle of a vehicle 


ecm, hyacudthus 


off the ground while changing a 
wheel etc. 2 9 a playing card with 
a picture of a 
knave. etc. 3a ship 


soldier page. on 
flag, Cc p- one 
flown from the bow ancl showing nationality, 4 (in 
full jack socket; a socket designed to receive a 
jack plug. 5a small white ball in bowls, at which the 
plavers aim. 6 aa small playing-piece used in toss 

ing games. b in pl. such a tossing game. 7 the 
male of various amimals ( jackass 
@ ifr usu. toll, by wy 1 raise with 


or as with a jack (in sense [ - 


laise @.2 prices 
O every man jack every 
person, jack im ior up 
Bs lang abandon ,an attempt 
etc. . jack of all trades 
} a do 


person who can 


many different kinds of work 


IMiddle English Jah pet 

name lov Jolue| 
JACKS 0° jackal 7. Tay of various wild 
PEAWIAG © ARDS doglike mammals of the genu 


JACINTH 


Canis, esp. C. aureus, found in Africa and S. Asia, 
usu. hunting or scavenging for food in packs. 
2 vollog. a person who does preliminary drudgery 
for another. [from Persian saga/| 

jackaroo ». (also jackeroo) Alustral. collog. a novice 
on a sheep station or cattle station. 

jackass 7. 1 a male ass. 2 a stupid person. 

jackboot n. 1 a large boot reaching above the knee 
worn chiefly by soldiers. 2 this as a symbol of 
fascism or military oppression, 0 jackbooted ad. 

Jack-by-the-hedge 7. a white-flowered crucifer- 
ous plant, A/liaria petiolata, of shady places. 

jackdaw 7. ¥ a small grey-headed crow, Corvus 
monedula. 


JACKDAW 
Corvus monedula 


jacket e », 1 aa slecved short outer garment. b a 

thing worn for protection or support (/ife jacket). 2 a 

casing or covering, 3 the skin of a potato, e afr 

jacketed. jacketing, cover with a jacket. [from 

Old French ja(c)quet small tunic’| 
jacket potato 1». Bri/. a baked potato served 
with the skin on. 

Jack Frost 2. frost personified. 
jackfruit n. 1 an East Indian tree, Ariocarpus 

heterophylla, bearme fruit resembling breacttruit. 

2 this fruit. [based on Portuguese jaca} 

jackhammer 1. esp. .\. Amer a portable pneu- 
matic hammer or drill. 

jack-in-the-box 17. a toy figure that springs out of 
a box when it is opened. 

jackknife e 1. (//. -knives) 1 a large clasp-knife. 
2 a clive in which the body is first bent at the waist 
and then straightened. e ¢. (-knifed, -knifing 
1 intr fof an articulated vehicle; fold against itself in 
an accident. 2 int. & fr. fold like a jackknife. 

jack-o’-lantern 7. 1 a will-o’-the-wisp. 2 a pump- 
kin lantern, 

jack plug 7. a plug for use esp. in sound equipment, 

consisting of a single shaft. 

jackpot ». a large prize or amount 

of winnings, esp. accumulated in a 

game or lottery etc. O hit the jack- 

pot collog. Lwin a large prize. 2 have 
remarkable luck or success.{origi- 
nally in a form of poker, with two 
jacks as minimum to open the pool| 
jackrabbit 7. any of various larg 

N. American prairie hares of the 

genus Lepus, with very long ears and 
hind legs. [earlter jackass-rabbit, so cailed trom the 
long ears} 

Jack Russell ». (in full Jack Russell terrier) a 
terrier of a small working breed with short legs 
[named afier Revd John Jack: Rusvell, English 
clergyman and dog-breeder, 1795 1883] 

Jacobean e adj. of or relating to the reign 
of James lof England. ex. a person of the 
ume of James IL. [from eeclesiastcal 
Latin Jacobus James” 

Jacobin 7. 1 //ist. a member of a add 
radical democratic club established 
in Paris in 1789, in the wake of the ry 
French Revolution. 2. an extreme we! e€ 
political radical. [omgmally denoting 
the Dominican friars: from Latin Jacoby 
‘James’, after the church of St Jacques in 
Pons. near which the friars built their first 
convent: the latter became the headquarters of 
the French revolutionary group] 


jaguar 


Jacobite 2. fist. a supporter of James II of England 
after his removal from the throne in 1688, or of the 
Stuarts. [from ecclesiastical Latin Jacobus ‘James’] 
O Jacobitism 7. 


Jacob’s ladder 7. a plant, Pelemontum 

caeruleum, with corymbs of blue or . 
white flowers, and : 

leaves suggesting a i. i 

ladder, [from ‘ae 

Jacob’s 

dream of a : 

ladder reach- 

ing to heaven 

(Gen. 28:12)] . . 
jacquard /jak- , 

ard/ n. 1 an appar- 

atus with perforated A 

cards. fitted to a loom ~~ 


to facilitate the weaving - 
of figured fabrics. 2 a 
fabric or article made 
with this. [named after 
J. M. Jacquard, French 
inventor, 1752 1834] 
jacuzzi /ja-koo-zi/ n. (pl. jacuzzis) propr. 
a large bath with underwater jets of water to 
massage the body, [named after C. Jacuzzi, 
US inventor, 1903 86] 
jade’ e ». lL » a hard stone 
composed of silicates of calcium 
and magnesium, or of sodium 
and aluminium, used for orna- 
ments and implements. 2 the 
green colour of jade. [from 
Spanish predra de yada ‘stone 
of the flank’, Le. stone for 
colic (which it was beleved 
lo cure)| 


JACOB’S LADDER 
(Polemonium caeruleum) 


jade? 7». I an infenor or 
worn-out horse. 2 gerog. a 
disreputable woman. 


[Midclle English] 


jaded ad. ured or worn out; JADE: |8TH- 
surfeited. 


CENTURY MENICAN 


jadeite 7. a green, blue, or JADE MASK 


white altiminium 
silicate form of jade. & oi 


sodium 


jag’ en. a sharp projection of rock etc. @ utr 
jagged, jagging) 1 cut or tear unevenly, 2 make 
indentauions in. [Middle English] 0 jagger zn. 

jag® x. esp. US collog. La bout of drinking. 2 a 
period of indulgence in an activity, emotion, ete. 
3a bundle (of hay, logs. ete.). [1 6th-century coinage] 

jagged ad. 1 with an unevenly cut or torn edge. 
2 decply indented. 0 jaggedly adi. jaggedness 7. 

jaggy «ad. \jaggier. jaggiest) 1 = juin. 2 (also 
jaggie) Sr. prickly. 

jaguar n. ¥ a large heavily built spotted feline, 
Fanthera onca, of Central and S. America. [from 
lupi-Guarani ja S$. American Indian 
language] 


Pe 
fe 


JAGUAR | Panthera onca 


jaguarundi 


jaguarundi 2. (//. jaguarundis) a long-tailed 
slender feline, Fels yaguarondi, of Central and 
S. America. [Tupi-Guarani (a S$. American Indian 
language)] 

jail (also Brit. gaol) e n. 1 a place to which persons 
are committed by a court for detention. 2 confine- 
ment in a jail. @ v.fx put in jail. [from Old Northern 
French gaole| 

jailbait n. (collect.) slang a girl, or girls, under the age 
of consent. 

jailbird 7. (also Brit. gaolbird) a prisoner or habit- 
ual criminal. 

jailbreak 1. (also Brit. gaolbreak) an escape from 
jau. 

jailer 7. (also Bri. gaoler) a person in charge of 
a jail or of the prisoners in it. 

jailhouse 7. esp. .V. Amer. a prison. 

Jain /jyn/ ex. an adherent of a non-theistic Indian 
religion. @ adj. of or relating to this religion. [from 
Sanskrit jaznas ‘saint, victor] o Jainism 7. 

jake ad. N. Amer, Austral., & NZ slang all right; 
satisfactory. [20th-century coinage] 

jalapeno /hal-a-payn-yoh/ 
n. (pl. -os) (also jalapeno 
pepper) < a very hot 
green chil pepper 
used esp. in Mexican- 
style cooking, [Mexi- 
can Spanish] 


jalfrezi ». a medium- 
hot Indian dish consist- 
ing of chicken or lamb 
with fresh chillies. toma- 
toes, and onions. [Bengali] 


JALAPENO 
PEPPER 


jalopy /ji-lop-i/ x. (//. -ies 

collog. a dilapidated old motor vehicle. [20th- 
century coinage] 

jalousie /zhal-oo0-zee/ n. a blind or shutter made 
of a row of angled slats. [French| 

jam! e ». (jammed, jamming) 1 a / squeeze 
or wedge into a space. b ini, become wedged. 
2 a tr cause (machinery or a 
become wedged or immovable so that it cannot 
work. b intr, become jammed in this way. 3 (x cram 
together in a compact mass. 4 ir (foll. by 7m, on to 
push or crowd (¢hey jammed on to the bus). 5 tr. a block 
(a passage, road, etc.) by crowding or obstructing 
b (foll. by 7m) obstruct the exit of (we were jammed in). 
6 #: (usu. foll. by ov) apply (brakes ete.) forcefully or 
abruptly. 7 #7 make (a radio transmission) unintelli- 
gible by causing interference. 8 intr collog. (in jazz 
etc.) extemporize with other musicians. @ 7. 1a 
squeeze or crush. 2 a crowded mass (lraf/fic jam 
3 collog. a predicament. 4 a stoppage (of a machin 
etc.) due to jamming. 5 (in full jam session) colloy 


component to 


improvised playing by a group of usu. jazz musi- 

cians, 0 jammer 7. 

jam? n. 1 a conserve of fruit and sugar boiled to 
a thick consistency. 2 Bri. collog. something easy 
or pleasant (money for jam) 

jamb 2, Archit. a side post or surface of a doorway 
window, or fireplace. [from Late Latin gamba 
hool | 

jambalaya /jam-bi-lyr/ ». a Cajun dish of rice 
with shrimps, chicken, etc. [Louisiana French from 
modern Provencal jambalaia| 

jamboree 7. 1 a celebration. 2 a large rally of 
Scouts. [1 9th-century coinage] 

jam jar 7. 1 a glass jar for containing jam. 2 Bri. 
rhyming slang a car. 

jammy dj. (jammier, jammiest) 1 covered with 
jam. 2 Bri. collog. a lucky. b profitable 

jam-packed adj. colloq. full to capacity. 

jam session sce }\\i' 7. 5. 

Jan. abby. January 

jane 7. 0 plain jane an unattractive girl or woman. 

jangle ez. 1 ini, G tr make, or cause (a bell ete. 
to make. a harsh metallic sound. 2 ¢ irritate (the 


nerves etc.) by discordant sound or speech ete. 
@ 7. a harsh metallic sound. [from Old French jangler] 

janitor 7. 1 a doorkeeper. 2 a caretaker of a build- 
ing. [Latin, based on janua ‘door’| 0 janitorial ad). 

janizary 7. (also jamissary) (f/. -ies) 1 /usi. 
a member of the Turkish infantry forming the 
Sultan’s guard in the [4th-19th c. 2 a devoted 
follower. [based on Turkish yeni ‘new’ + ger “troops } 

January 2. (fi. -ies) the first month of the year. 
[from Latin Januarus (mensis) ‘(month) of Janus, 
guardian god of doors and beginnings| 

Jap 2. & adj. collog. offens. = Jaennese. 

japan e». ¥ a hard usu. black varnish, esp. of a kind 
brought originally from Japan. @ wir (japanned, 
japanning) 1 varnish with japan. 2 make black 
and glossy. 


jJapanned | 


finish 


JAPAN: JAPANNED AND LACQUERED 
ANTIQUE SCRLEN 


apanese e 7. (//. same) 1 a a native or national 
} 


of Japgn. b a person of Japanese descent. 2 the 
language of Japan. @ adj. of or relating to Japan. 
its people, or its language 

Japanese quince 7. = |\Voxi 

jape e 7. a practical joke. @ wit: play a joke 
{Middle English] 0 japery z. 

Japlish 7. a blend of Japanese and English, used in 
Japan 

japonica 7. flowering shrub of the 
Chaenomeles with round 
green, or vellow edible fruits and bright red flowers 
{modern Latin fem. of japonicus ‘Japanese’ | 


any genus 


esp. ¢ white. 


SPeClOSGa, 


jar'n. 1 aa container of glass, earthenware, plastic 
etc.. usu. cylindrical. b the contents of this. 2 Bri 
collog. a glass of beer. [from Arabic jarra| o jarful x. 
jar? e ». (jarred, jarring) 1 ini: (of sound. words. 
Manner, etc.) sound discordant or grating (on the 
nerves etc.). 2 a & (foll. by agains, on) strike or cause 
o strike with vibration or a grating sound. b iil 
tof a body affected) vibrate gratingly. 3 @ send a 
shock through (a part of the body, (the fall jarred his 
neck). 4 intr: (of an opinion, fact. ete.) be at variance: 
ve in conflict or in chspute. @ 7. 1a jarring sound 
or sensation, 2 a physical shock or jolt. 3 lack ol 
iarmony;: disagreement. [Middle English] 
jardiniére /zhar-din-yair/ n. 1 an ornamental 
ot or stand for the display of growmeg plants 
2 a dish of mixed vegetables. |French, lerally 
‘female gardener | 
jargon 7. 1 words or expressions used by a particu- 
ar group or profession (medical jargon). 2 barbarous 
[from Old French] 
jasmine ilso jasmin, jessamin, 
jessamine) ® any of various orna- 
mental shrubs of the genus Jasmeum 
with white or 
{from Persian 


or debased language 


usu. vellow 
fe WETS 


yasamin| 


JASMINE: YELLOW JASMINI 


Jasminum 


J-cloth 


jasper 7. » an opaque 
variety of quartz, usu. 
red, yellow, or brown. 
[from Latin zaspis] 

jaundice e 7. 

1 Med. a condition 
with yellowing of the 
skin or whites of the eyes, 
often caused by obstruction 

of the bile duct or by liver 
disease. 2 disordered (esp. men- 
tal) vision. 3 envy. @ v./7 1 affect 
with jaundice. 2 (esp. as jaundiced adj.) affect 
(a person) with envy. [from Old French jaunice 
‘yellowness | 

jaunt e@ 2. a short excursion for enjoyment. 
@ v.inir: take a jaunt. [16th-century coinage] 

jaunty adj. (jauntier, jauntiest) 1 cheerful and 
self-confident. 2 dashing, pert (jaunty hat). [earlier 
jentee, from French gent ‘noble’] a jauntily ade 
jauntiness 7. 

Javanese e 7. (//. same) 1 aa native or inhabitant of 
Java in Indonesia. b a person of Javanese descent. 
2 the Austronesian language of central Java. @ adj. 
of or relating to Java, its people, or its language. 

javelin 7. 1 a light spear thrown in a competitive 
sport or as a weapon. 2 the athletic event or sport of 
throwing the javelin. [from Gallo-Roman gabalottus| 


JASPER: 
RED JASPER 


jawen. l aeach of the upper and lower bony struc- 
tures in vertebrates forming the framework of the 
mouth and containing the teeth. b the parts of 
certain invertebrates used for the ingestion of food. 
2 a(in pl.) the mouth with its bones and teeth. b the 
narrow mouth of a valley, channel, etc. ¢ the grip- 
ping parts of a tool or machine. d gripping-power 
( jax's of death). 3 collog. a talkativeness (hold your jaw’) 
b a sermonizing talk. e v. collog. 1 intr. speak esp. 
at tedious length. 2 ¢# a persuade by talking. 
b admonish or lecture. [from Old French joe ‘cheek, 
jaw’ | Go jawless ad). 

jawbone n. a bone of the jaw, esp. that of the lowe: 
jaw, or either half of this. > veri csrare 

jawline ». the outline of the jaw 

jay 7. 1» a noisy European bird, 
Garrulus glandarius, with 


vivid 
pinkish-brown, blue, black, and 
white plumage. > b\sscRINE. 
2 any other bird of the 
subfamily Garrulinac. 
[from Late Latin 
1us| 


ga 


JAY 
(Garrulus glandarius} 
jaywalk v.inlr, cross or walk in the street or road 
without regard for tralfic. o jaywalker n 
jazz en. 1 music of African-American origin char- 
acterized by improvisation, syncopation, and usu, a 
forceful rhythm. 2 collog. pretentious talk or behav- 
tour (all that jazz). @ v.intr. play or dance to jazz. 
Oo jazz up brighten or enhven [20th-century 
coinage] D Jazzer n 
jazzman n. (/. -men) a male jazz musician. 
jazzy adj. (jazzier, jazziest 1 of 
jazz. 2 vivid, showy. O jazzily ade. 
JCB n. B: 


excavator with a shovel 


or like 
prop, a type of mechanical 
ut the 
ar. |irom rk 


front and 


a digging arm at the rv 


Banford. the makers | 
J-cloth 2. :also J cloth propr) a wp: 
of cloth used esp, for houschold 


cleaning, [from Johnson and Johnson 


winal ma | 


jealous 


JEEP 
The jeep was first designed in 1944 for 
military use on rough terrain. Now used 
also for civil purposes, this versatile 
vehicle is easily adapted or 
repaired by bolting 


machine 


gun 


new or replacement 

parts on to the 

solid metal 
| framework 


drum 
magazine 


pneumatu 
hyve 


front jach 
handle 


crashpan chassis 


jealous ad. 1 fiercely protective (of rights etc 
2 resentful of rivalry in love or affection. 3 envious 
(of a person or a person’s advantages etc.). 4 (ol 
God) intolerant of disloyalty. 5 (of meuiry, super- 
vision, etc.) vigilant 
‘zealous | O jealously ad 


[from medieval Latin zelosus 


bl. -ies 1 a jealous state or feeling 


of thu: 


jealousy 
2 an instan 
jeans 7.//. hard-wearing trousers made of denim o1 


other cotton fabric. for informal wear. [Micdle 
Enelish ; twilled cotton cloth’. from: medieval 
Latin jai Genoa | 

jeep 7. prop & a small sturcly motor vehicle with 
four-wheel drive. [from GP, literally ‘general 


purposes, influenced by US comic strip animal 
‘Eugene the Jeep’ | 

ilso jeepers creepers \. Amer s/an 

[corruption of Jesus] 

jeer ev. 1 mt: foll. by at) scott derisively 
2 t scoff at; deride. @ v. a scoff or taunt. [16th- 
century coinage] 0 jeeringly a 

jehad Var. of }IH AD. 

Jehovah 7. the Hebrew name of God in the Old 
Testament. [from Hebrew 1} HI H, with the vowels 
of adona ‘my lord’ included| 


jeepers 
expressing surpi ise ete 


(USL 


1 millenarian 


Jehovah’s Witness 77. a member of 
Christian sect rejecting the supremacy of the State 


and relhigic US INstutWOONs « pe nal conscience 
faith. et 
jejyune /ji-joon/ ad. 1 intellectually unsatisfying: 
shallow. 2 pucrile. 3 of idea ilings. etc.) meagre 
scanty: dt nd unintcresunge. 4 of Jand barren 
Joriginally in sense ‘fastn trom Latin jenni] 
jejunum /ji-joon-tim inat. the part of the 


small intesune between the duodenum and ileum 


Dm oixristevt. fLaun, literally ‘fasting thing} 

Jekyll and Hyde /jek-il/ person alternately 
displaying opposing good and 1 personalitic 
[from R. L. Stevenson's story The Strange Ci / 
D Jekv and My Hyd 1886)] 

jell. log. Lasct jelly: b (of idea tak 
a fl 1 he i I plot ida peral »] 
reac iding 

jellaba var. of 11 

jellify (-ies, -ied) (urn into jelly; make o7 
become like jelly 

jello Jell-O / Vb fruut- 
flavoured n jel 

jelly @ ies; la: Mi-Wansparent prepa 
auion of boil ul med fret pura rainalk et 
I) niu-seliel nl ne eaten | 


detachable 


SECOND WORLD Wark US ARMY JEEP 
ADAPTED FOR DROPPING BY PARACHUTE) 


pilot 


parachut 
__, parachuli 


cable 


webbing 


harness 


Main 
parachutes 


reflector 


leaf 


spring 


rear jach 
handl 


parachute release stand supporting cradle 


b a similar preparation for use as a jam or a 
diment (vedcurrant jelly). ¢ a similai 
derived from meat, bones, etc., and gelatin (marrow 

bone jelly), 2 any substance of a similar consistency 
3 Brit. slang gclignite. @ 7. (-ies, -ied) 1 intr. @ tr: set 
1 jelly, congeal. 2 t set (food) in 
[based on Latin gelare “to freeze} 


con- 
preparanon 


or cause to set as 
a jelly { 

oO jelly-like ad). 
jelly baby vn. Bri. 


shape of a baby 


1 jelly-like sweet in the stylized 


jelly bag ». a hag for straining juice for jelly 
jelly bean ». a bean-shaped sweet with a jelly-like 
centre and a hard sugar coating. 


jellyfish 1, (p/. usu. same) 1 9 a marine cnidarian of 
the class Scyphozoa having an umbrella-shaped 
jelly-like body and stinging tentacles. > « RL 
2 « feeble person 


gonad 


mesoglea 


na lp 
endode 
subs kk 

radial pu 
canal 
hood 

lentaeh 

rhopalium 


oral arm 
JEEEYEISH* GROUSS-SEG LG 


jemmy |.V. Amer jimmy) @ n. ( p/. -ies) a burelar’s 
short crowbar. @ v./n (-ies, -ied) force open with 


1jemmy, {pet form of the name James| 


je ne sais quot /2hé né say kwah/ in indefin- 
ible ymethine | Fre neh, literally “I do not know 
what 

jenny 7. (/)/. -ies) 1 Ais. = spinninc Ji 2 a female 


donkey or ass. [pet form of the name fanet| 


jenny-wren /. a p 1 female wren 

jeopardize /jep-er-c n 

jeopardy /jep-cr-di danger, esp. of sever 
harm or loss. [from Latin jocu 
divided’ | 


yPular name [OI 


-1se) endanger 


Fame + partitics 


jerboa 7. m any small desert rodent of the 
faimuah Dipodida ith long hind leg und the 
bili » make large jumps [from Arabic 
| : ; 
JERBOA ( faculus jacult 


9 3 a jet 1} 
jetting, 1 int 


jet 


jeremiad 2. a doleful complaint or lamentation 
[with reference to the Lamentations of Jeremiah 
(Old Testament)] 

Jeremiah 1. a dismal prophet; a denouncer of the 
umes. [biblical reference (seejERemian)| 

jerk'e nx. Lasharp sudden pull, twitch, etc. 2 a spas- 
modic muscular twitch. 3 (in pl.) Brit. collog. exer- 
cises ( physical jerks). 4 slang a fool. @ z. 1 intr. move 
with a jerk. 2 & pull, twist, etc., with a jerk. 
3 t throw with a suddenly arrested motion, 
4 t Sport (in weightlifiing) raise (a weight) from 
shoulder level to above the head. o jerk off coarse 
slang masturbate. [16th-century coinage| Oo jerky 
adj. (jerkier, jerkiest). jerkily adi 

jerk? vt, cure (beef) by cutting it in long slices and 
drying it in the sun. [from Latin American Spanish 
charquear] 

jerkin 7». .1 Pm a 
jacket. 2 Azs/. a man’s 
close-fitting jacket, 
often of leather. 
J16th-century 
comage| 


sleeveless 


jeroboam /jc-r6- 
boh-am/ n. a wine 
bottle of + tmes the 
ordinary size. [named 


after Jeroboam, King of 
Israel (1 Kings 11:28. 
14:16)] 


Jerry 1. (pl. -ies) Bri. 
slang 1 a German 
(esp. in military con- 
texts). 2 the Ger- punched 

collectively. design 


JERKIN: 
L6TH-CLENTURY 
LEATHER JERKIN 


mans 

jerry 7. (pl. -ies) Brit 
slang a chamber pot. 

jerry-builder 7. a builder of unsubstantial houses 
with poor-quality materials. [19th-century coinage] 
Oo jerry-building vn. jerry-built ad. 

jerrycan 7. (also jérrican) a kind of (originally 
(serman) petrol or water can. 

jerrymander 477. var. of GirRYMANDER. 

jersey 7. (pl. -eys) Ika a knitted usu. woollen pull- 
over or similar garment. b a plain-knitted fabric. 
2 (Jersey) a ligh\-brown dairy cow from Jersey 
[from Jersey, largest of the Channel Islands] 

Jerusalem artichoke 
1 a species of sunflower. tuber _ 
Helianthus with 
edible underground tubers 
2 & this tuber 
vegetable. [corruption of 
Italian girasole ‘sunflower’ | 


(UDETOSUS. 


usecl as a 


jess hort strap ol 

leather, — silk te pul 
round the lee of a hawk JERUSALEM 
ARTICHOKE 


in faleonr |based on 


[aren (Helianthus tuberosus 
ac Lu fUClu 


1 throw’ | 

var. Of pxsmini 

jest e 7. 1 aa joke. b fun. 2 a raillery, banter 
b an object of derision (@ standing jest). @ v.inir, 1 joke: 
make jests act triflinely. 
0 in jest in fun. [originally in sense ‘exploit’: from 


Latin ¢ 


jessamin (alsi) jessamine 


2 tool about; play or 


} 
aone | 


jester 
mecheval court etc 


i professional joker or ‘fool’ at a 


Jesuit n. a member of the Society of 

Roman Catholic 

Loyola and others in 153+. [based on Jesus] 

Jesuitical adj. 1 of 

4 Jesuits. 2 offens. dissembling or equivo- 
cauing, OJesuitically ad 


Je sus da 
order founded by St Ignatius 


yy concer ning the 


. 
to 
jet’ ex. 1a stream of liquid, gas, ete. 

4 shot out esp. from a small « pening. 
- 2 spout or nozzle foi this purpose 
plan e jetted. 
purt out in jets 2t. @ 
mr. collog. send or travel by jet plane 

[from Latin jactare to throw repeatedly’ | 


engine or 


jet 


JET ENGINE 

The turbojet, the simplest type of jet engine, 
produces thrust by burning a combination 
of fuel and air which releases a powerful 
stream of hot exhaust gases. This also turns 
a turbine, which runs an air compressor, 
which in turn forces more air into the 


drive shaft 


TURBOJET 
ENGINE 


air intake 


an cuMplessar 


bypass duct 


combustion chamber. In a turbofan jet 
engine, a low-pressure turbine drives a fan, 
which forces air through bypass ducts to join 
the exhaust stream, producing dual thrust. 
A turboprop jet engine spins a propeller and 
expels exhaust gases, both producing thrust. 


+ : 
combustion chamber 


turbine 


HOSE CONE 


exhaust gases 
(sole thrust) 


Suel inlet - 


contbestion chamber 


dre shaft 


TURBOFAN JET 
ENGINE 


fan 


low-pressure 
turbine 


NGOS 


air intake 


TURBOPROP JE1 
ENGINL. 


propeller 
(primary 
thrust) 


reduction 
Searbox 


air intake 


jet? n. 1 aya hard black variety of lignite capable 
of being carved and highly polished. 

> om, b talib) made of this. 2 a 

deep glossy black. [from Greek 

(lithos) from 

Gagai’, a town in Asia Minor} 


gagales *(stone) 
jet engine 7. A an engine 
using jet propulsion for for- 
ward thrust, esp. of an aircratt. 
jetfoil 7. a type of passenger- 
carrying hydrofoil 
jet lag ». extreme tiredness cte. 
felt afier a long flight across tune 
zones. O jet-lagged ad). 


JET: MODERN 
[PU RKISH [EI 
NLOKLAGI 


jet-propelled «adj. 1 having jet 

propulsion. 2 very fast. 

jet propulsion 2». propulsion by the backward cjce- 
tion of a high-speed jet of gas etc 

jetsam n. discarded matcrial washed ashore, esp. 
that thrown overboard. [contraction of jelfson| 

jet set n. collog. wealthy people frequently travel- 
ling by air, esp. for pleasure. 0 jet-setter n. jet- 
setting ad). 

jet skie 7. prop. (pl. skis) ® a jet-propelled vehicle 
like a motorbike, for riding across water. @ 7@.i/r. 
(jet-ski) (-skies, -skied, -skiing) ride on a jet ski. 

jet stream 7. 1 a narrow current of very strong 
winds encircling the globe several miles above the 
Earth. 2 the flow of vapour from a jet engine. 

jettison e if: 1 throw (esp. heavy material) over- 
board to lighten a ship, aircraft, ete, 2 get rict of. 
en. the act of jettisoning. [based on Latin jaclatio 
onis ‘act of throwing’ | 


air compressor 


air compressa) © 


— exhaust gases 
(secondary thrust) 


bypass an 
(primary thrust) 


= fuel inlet 


combustion chamber 


- NASP CONE 


exhaust gases 
(secondary thrust, 


fuel inlet 


jetty 2. (pl. -ies) 1 a pier or breakwater constructed 
to protect or defend a harbour, coast, etc. 2 a land- 
ing pier. [from Old French jefee fem.) ‘thrown’ | 

Jew x. a person of Hebrew descent or whose reli- 
gion is Juclaism. [from Hebrew )‘hud? | 

jewele ». 1 aa precious stone, b this as used for its 
hardness as a bearing in watchmaking. 2 a jewelled 


engin 
contraly 


JET SkI 
Kor the rider, a jet ski combines the 
speed of a motorcycle with the 

| skills of water-skiing. Since their 
first commercial production in 
1973, jet skis have become a 
popular aquatic craft for sport 
and entertamment worldwice. 


engine 


he Using { 


ENPLODELD DEVGRAM 
OF A JEL SKI 


fire extinguishes 


riding ay —— 


water-jel nozzh 


water impeller 


D350 e% 


engine 


jiggle 


personal ornament. 3 a precious person or thing. 
@ vt, (jewelled, jewelling; US jeweled, jewel- 
ing) 1 (esp. as jewelled adj.) adorn or set with 
jewels. 2 (in watchmaking) set with jewels. [from 
Old French joe/| 

jeweller n. (US jeweler) a maker of or dealer in 
jewels or jewellery. 

jeweller’s rouge 7. fincly ground rouge for polish- 
ing metal. 

jewellery 2. (also jewelry) jewels or other items for 
personal adornment, regarded collectively. 

Jewess n. offens. a female Jew. 

Jewish adj. 1 of or relating to Jews. 2 of Judaism. 
a Jewishness n. 

Jewry 2. (pl. -ies) 1 Jews collectively. 2 hist. a Jews’ 
quarter in a town etc. 

jew’s harp 7. a small musical instrument held 
between the teeth and struck with the finger. 

Jezebel x. a shameless or immoral woman. [from 
Jezebel, wile of Ahab (1 Kings 16, 19, 21)] 

jib! e x. 1 a triangular staysail extending from the 
outer end of the jib-boom to the top of the fore- 
mast or from the bowsprit to the masthead. 
D> scHooner, sui. 2 the projecting arm of a crane. 
evr. G intr (jibbed., jibbing) (of a sail etc.) pull or 
swing round; gybe. [1 7th-century coinage] 

jib? unix, (jibbed, jibbing) 1 a (of an animal, esp. 
a horse) stop and refuse to go on. b (of a person) 
refuse to continue. 2 (foll. by af) show aversion to. 
{19th-century coinage] 

jibe! var. of cir. 

jibe? US var. of ayn. 

juff n. (also jiffy, p/. -ies) collog. a short time; a 
moment (in a jiffy; half ajiff). [\8th-century coinage] 

Jiffy bag n. profi a type of padded envelope for 
postal use. 

jig e 7. 1 aa lively dance with leaping movements. 
b the music for this, usu. in triple tume, 2 a device 
that holds a piece of work and guides the tools 
operating on it. @ @. \jigged, jigging) I intr clance 
a jig. 2 & & int: move quickly and jerkily up and 
down. 3 ¢ work on or cquip with a jig or jigs. 
D jig about fidect. [16th-century coinage] 

jigger'e». 1 aa measure of spirits etc. b a small 
glass holding this. 2 a person or thing that jigs. 
e v/ 1 (usu. in phr PU be jiggered) slang con- 
found, damn. 2 Brit. exhaust; damage, break. 

Jigger® var. of cuir. 

jiggery-pokery 1. csp. Bri. 
dishonest dealing, trickery. 

jiggle @: foll. by 


collog. deceitful or 


voften about etc.) 1 tr shake 


hiehtly: rock jerkily. 2 wi fidget. @ n. a light shake. 
O jiggly ad). 


tanih pot 
harmipis 


fue 


handlepoli a 
brachet i 


vhaust 


pips 


huovana 


champ 


J 


jigsaw 


jigsaw 7. 1 a (in full jigsaw puzzle) a 
picture on board or wood etc. cut into 
interlocking pieces to be reassembled. 
b a mental puzzle resolvable by 
assembling pieces of information. 
2 » a machine saw with a fine blade 
enabling it to cut curved lines. > saw 


jihad /ji-hard/ 7. (also jehad) a holy : 


jocund 


1 dance the jive. 2 play jive 
music. [20th-century coinage] Ojiver n. 
Jar. abbr. Junior. 
jo n. (fl. joes) Sc. a sweetheart or 
beloved. [variant of joy] 
job e x. 1 a piece of work, esp. one 
done for hire or profit. 2 a paid position 


eee eo Rial ae | Ree aM of employment. 3 collog. a anything one 
Ras Scae Seo ey ims agains fine blade has to do. b a specified operation or other 
aL ast ee iSO Ee matter (a nose job; a respray job). 4 collog. a difficult 


jilt vu. abruptly reject or abandon (a lover 
etc.). [17th-century coinage] 

Jim Crow n. US 1 the practice of segregating 
blacks. 2 offens. a black person. [name of a black 
character in a 19th-century plantation song] 

jim-jams 7.p/. 1 slang = pevirtum Tremens. 2 collog. 
a fit of depression or nervousness. 

jimmy WN. Amer. var. of jemmy. 

jingle e 7. 1 a mixed noise as of bells or light metal 


objects being shaken together. 2 a a repetition of 


sound in a phrase etc. b a short verse of this kind 
used in advertising etc. @ v. 1 intr @ ir to make a 
jingling sound. 2 znér. (of writing) be full of rhymes 
etc. [Middle English] 5 jingly ad). 


jingo n. (pl. -oes) a supporter of policies favouring | 


war; a blustering patriot. 0 by jingo! a mild oath. 
[from use of dy jngo in a popular song, associated 
with the sending of a British fleet to resist Russia in 
1878] O jingoism 7. jingoist x. jingoistic ad). 


jink e » 1 int: move elusively; dodge. 2 tr elude by | 


dodging. @ 7. dodging or eluding, [originally Scots] 

jinnee 7. (also jinn, djinn) (//. jinn or djinn) (in 
Muslim mythology) a spirit in human or animal form, 
with power over people. [from plural of Arabic jinn| 

jinx collog. @ n. a person or thing that seems to cause 
bad luck. @ z./r (often in passive) subject (a person or 
thing) to bad luck. 

jitter collog. @ n. (the jitters) extreme nervousness 
@ wintr. be nervous; act nervously. [20th-century 
coinage] O jittery ad). jitteriness 7. 

jitterbug e 7. 1 a nervous person. 2 Aust. a fast 
dance popular in the 1940s. @ winiz (-bugged, 
-bugging) dance the jitterbug, 

jiu-jitsa var. of ji-jrisv. 

five @ n. 1 a jerky lively style of dance performed to 
jazz or rock and roll music. 2 music for this. @ z.intr 


task (had a job to find them). 3 slang a crime, esp. a 
robbery. 6 esp. Brit. collog. a state of affairs (zs a bad 
job). @ v. (jobbed, jobbing) 1 intr. do jobs; do piece- 
work. 2 a mir. deal in stocks. b f buy and sell (stocks 
or goods) as a middleman. 3 # deal corruptly with 
(a matter). G just the job Brit. collog. exactly what is 
wanted. on the job collog. at work; in the course of 
doing a piece of work. out of a job unemployed. 
{l6th-century comage] 

jobber 7. 1 (in the UK) a pmncipal or 
wholesaler dealing on the Stock 
Exchange (permitted only to deal 


with brokers, not directly with the age ; 
public). 2 ie Saa wholesaler. b derog ee 
= BROKER 2. 3. a person who jobs. 


w Usage The term jobber in sense 
1 was officially replaced by 
broker-dealer in 1986, broker- 
dealers being entitled to act as 
both agents and principals in 
share dealings. 


jobbery 2. corrupt dealing. 

jobbing ad. working on sep- 
arate or occasional jobs 
(esp. of computers, garden- 
ers. printers, GiGi 

jobcentre 7. (in the UK) 
any of several government 
offices displaying informa- 
tion about available jobs. 

job-hunt @inir. collog. seek 
employment. 

jobless adj. without a job; 
unemployed. oO jobless- 
ness 2 


JOCKEY 


job lot z. a miscellaneous group of articles, esp. sold 
or bought together. 

Job’s comforter 7. a person who under the guise 
of comforting aggravates distress. [from the patri- 
arch Job in the Old Testament (Job 16:2)] 

job-sharing n. an arrangement by which a full- 
time job is done jomntly by two or more part- 
time employees who share the remuneration etc. 
Oo job-share 7. & v.inix. 

jobsworth x. Bri. collog. an official who upholds 
petty rules. [contraction of ‘it’s more than my job’ 
worth (not) to’| 

jobwork n. work done and paid for by the job. 

Jock n. collog. often offens. a Scotsman. (Scots form of 
the name Fack| 

jock' x. collog. 1 a jockey. 2 a disc jockey. 

jock? n. NV. Amer. collog. 1 = jocxstrav. 2 a well-built 
rugged man. 

jockey e 7. (#/. -eys) 4a rider in horse races, 
esp. a professional one. @ v. (-eys, -eyed) 
1 va trick or cheat (a person). b outwit. 2 t& 
(foll. by away, out, in, etc.) draw (a person) by 

trickery. 3 iniz. cheat. 0 jockey for position 
try to gain an advantageous position. 

[diminutive of Jock] 0 jockeyship 1. 

jockey cap 7. a strengthened cap 
with a long peak, as worn by jockeys. 

jockstrap 7. 1 a support or pro- 
tection for the male genitals, 
worn esp. by sportsmen. 2 WV. 
Amer. collog. an athletic person, 
esp. a student participant in 
sport. [based on slang jock ‘male 
genitals’ | 
jocose /j6-kohss/ adj. 1 play- 
ful in style. 2 fond of joking, 


racing-stlk 
jacket 


whip 


riding 
boot 


jocular. [from Latin jocosus) 
O jocosely adv. jocosity x. 
(pl. -ies). 


jecular ad. 1 merry; fond of 
joking. 2 of the nature of a 
joke; humorous. [based on Latin 
Jjoculus ‘little jest] 0 jocularity 
n. (pl. -ies). jocularly adv 
jocund /jok-ind/ adj. literary 
‘merry, cheerful, sprightly. [from 


JOINT 


Joints are classified by their structure and by the manner of articu- 
lation between the bones that they link. Fixed or slightly movable 
joints, such as between the vertebrae within the spine, are held in 
place by fibrous tissue (ligaments) or cartilage. In synovial joints, 
articulating bone surfaces are enclosed within a fibrous capsule, and 
covered with smooth cartilage, allowing more flexible movement. 


ACTIONS OF 


PIVOT JOINT 


pivot joint ( 
(connechon of 


skull and spine) 


HINGE JOIN 
ellipsoidal 


saddle joint 
(base of thumb) 


ball-and-socket 


HUMAN SYNOVIAL 


\ fixed joint 7 
‘\ I f MPLES ; > 
Db eehaliipones) EXAMPLES OF JOINTS da, 
a IN THE HUMAN BODY LNs 


hinge joint 
_ (knee) 


JOINTS “§ 


PEES Oat, 


JOIN GLIDING JOINT 


SADDLE JOIN! BALL-AND-SOCKET JOINT 


sia 


joint (shoulder, 


ee ball-and sachet 


hinge joint 
joint (hip) 


(elbow) 


NS. gliding joint 
(wuthin foot) 


hinge joint 
— (ankle) 


jodhpurs 


Latin jocundus ‘agreeable’] o jocundity n. (pi. -ies). 
jocundly adv. 

jodhpurs /jod-perz/ n.p/. long breeches for riding 
etc., close-fitting below the knee. > sHowjuMPING, 
[from Jodhpur, a city in India] 

Joe Bloggs n. Bri. collog. a hypothetical average man. 

joey 7. (pl. -eys) Austral. 1 a young kangaroo. 2 a 
young animal. [from Aboriginal joe] 

jog e v. (jogged, jogging) 1 intr. run at a slow pace, 
esp. as exercise. 2 ii (of a horse) move at a 
jogtrot. 3 mir (often foll. by on, along) proceed labo- 
riously. 4 zr. move up and down with an unsteady 
motion. 5 é nudge. 6 f shake with a push or jerk. 
7 ¢. stimulate (the memory). @ 7. 1 a shake, push, 
or nudge. 2 a slow walk or trot. [Middle English] 
O jogger n. 

joggie e utr & itr shake or move by or as if 
by repeated jerks. @ 7. 1 a slight shake. 2 the act 
or action of joggling. [based on joc] 


period during which she survives her husband. 
@ v.tr. provide with a jointure. 


used in floors, ceilings, etc. 
> House. [based on Latin jacére 
‘to lie’] a joisted ad), 

jojoba /hé-hoh-ba/ nn. > 
a plant, Simmondsia chinensis, 
with seeds yieldmg an oily 
extract used in cosmetics ete. 
[Mexican Spanish] 

joke ex. 1 aa thing said or 
done to excite laughter. 
b a witticism or jest. 
2 a ridiculous person 
or thing. @ v. 1 itr 
make jokes; tease. 2 tr. 


leaves ' 


seeds 


: Pia de 2 poke fun at. {17th- EIOE AS 
jogtrot ee a slow regular trot. 2 a monotonous century coinage, ori- (Simmondsia 
progression. chinensis) 


ginally slang] 0 jokingly 
adv, joky adj. (also jokey). jokily adv. 
joker n. 1 a person who jokes, 2 slang a person. 
3 a playing card used in some games. 
jollify vt G& intr (-ies, -ied) make or be merry. 
O jollification n. 
jollity 7». (pl. -ies) 1 merrymaking; festiveness. 
2 (in pl.) festivines. 
jolly e adj. (jollier, jolliest) 1 cheerful and 
\ good-humoured; merry. 2 festive, jovial. 3 slightly 
drunk. 4 collog. (of a person or thing) very pleas- 
ant, delightful (often ivon.: ajolly shame). @ adv. 
collog. very (jolly unlucky). @ v.tr (-tes, - 
ied) 1 (usu. foll. by along) collog. coax 
or humour (a person) in a friendly 
way. 2 chaff, banter. e 7. (pl. -ies) Brit. 
collog. a party or celebration. [from Old 
French jolif ‘gay, pretty] o jollily adv 
jolliness 7. 
Jolly Roger 7. a pirates’ black flag, usu. with 
the skull and crosshones. 


john 7. esp. V. Amer, slang 1 a lavatory. 2 a prostitute’s 
chent. [from the name john] 

John Bull 7. a personification of England or the 
typical Englishman. [name of a character in 
J. Arbuthnot’s satire Law 2s a Bottomless Pit (1712)| 

John Doe 7. 1 Law, chietly V. Amer. an anonymous 
party in a legal action. 2.\. Amer. collog. a name 
used to represent a person in a hypothetical 

a 
~~ 


situation. [originally m legal use as a name . 
of a fictitious plamuff, corresponding to ™ 
Richard Roe, a fictitious defendant| : 

John Dory 2. (fi. -ies) » a 
European marine fish, Zeus 
Jaber, with a laterally flat- 
tened body andablackspot ~~ 
on each side. 

johnny 7. (fi. -ies) Bri. 
1 slang a condom. 2 collog. a 
fellow: a man. [familiar form 
of the name john| 

johnny-come-lately 1. collog. 
a recently arrived person. 

joie de vivre /ziwah dé veevr/ 1. a feeling of 
exuberant enjoyment of life. [French, literally ‘joy 
of living’] 

join ev. 1 & (often foll. by fo, together) put together: 
fasten, unite. 2 & connect (points) by a line etc 
3 i become a member of 
4 tr, take one’s place with or in (a procession etc.) 
5 & acome into the company of (a person). b (foll. 
by mm) take part with (others) in an activity eft 
c (foll. by for) share the company of for a specified 
occasion (may Ljoin you for lunch). 6 intr (often foll. by 
with, to) come together; be united. 7 ¢ be or 
become continuous with (the Inn joins the Danube at 
Passau). @ n. a point, line, or surface at which two or 
more things are joined. 0 join battle begin fight- 
ing. join forces combine efforts. join hands 
1 clasp hands. 2 combine in an action or enter- 
prise. join in (also adsol.) take part in (an activity). 
join up 1 enlist for military service. 2 (often foll. by 
with) unite, connect. [from Latin jungere ‘to join’ | 


~~ 


Joun Dory 
(Zeus faber 
jolt ev. 1 @: disturb or shake from the normal pos- 
ition (esp. in a moving vehicle) with a jerk. 2 f give 
a mental shock to. 3 itr (of a vehicle) move along 
with jerks. @ 7. 1 such a jerk. 2 a surprise or shock. 
[l6th-century coimage| 0 jolty ad). 

Jonah 2. a person who seems to bring bad luck 

(ev enccccrian. et [from Jonah in the Old Testament] 

jenquil n. a bulbous plant. Narcissus jonguilla, with 
clusters of small fragrant yellow flowers. [from 
Spanish junguillo “litle reed’ | 

Jordanian e «dj. of or relating (o the kingdom of 
Jordan in the Middle East. e 7. 1 a native or national 


LOWS ii 

In [5th-century Europe, knights practised 
the skills of battle by ousting. A knight 
would try to unhorse his opponent or break 


camplate 
surcoal 


joiner n. 1 a person who makes furniture and light 
woodwork (cf. carrenteR). 2 collog. a person who 
readily joins societies etc. D joinery z. (in sense 1). lance 

joint e 7. 1 aa place at which two things or parts ol 
a structure are joined. b a device for joining these 
2 <a structure in an animal body by which two 
bones are fitted together. 3 a a division of an 
animal carcass as meat. b any of the parts of 
which a body is made up. 4 slang a place of 
meeting for drinking etc. 5 s/ang a marijuana 
cigarette. 6 Geol, a fissure in rock. @ adj. 1 held, 
done by, or belonging to, two or more persons 
etc. (a joint morteage), 2 sharing with another in some 
action etc. { joint author). @ vr, 1 connect by joints. 
2 divide at a joint or into joints. 0 out of joint 
1 (of a bone) dislocated. 2 out of order. {from 
Old French, literally ‘joined’] 0 jointless ad. 
jointly ad 


arma 


GUT 


irenp 


jointure e 7. an estate settled on a wife for the 


chain-mail 


RE-ENACG UMEN1 
Line Se, 
Soe EUROPEAN JOUS1 


Jove 


of Jordan. 2 a person of Jordanian descent. [from 
Jordan, a river flowing into the Dead Sea] 


, josh collog. @ n. a good-natured or teasing joke. 
joist n. each of a series of parallel supporting beams | 


ev. 1 & tease or banter. 2 infr. indulge in ridicule. 
[19th-century coinage] 0 josher z. 
Joshua tree n. a tall branching yucca of SW North 
America, with clusters of spiky leaves. [apparently 
from Joshua in the Bible, the plant being likened to 
a man with a spear] 
joss x. a Chinese idol. 
joss stick x. a stick of fragrant tinder 
mixed with clay, burnt as incense. 
jostle @ » 1 & push against; elbow. 2 &. 
(often foll. by away, from, etc.) push (a 
person) abruptly or roughly. 3. tr. 
(foll. by against) knock or push, esp. in 
a crowd. 4 intr. (foll. by with) have a 
rough exchange. @ v. 1 the act or an 
instance of jostling. 2 a collision. [Middle English, 
based on joust] 
jot © vf (jotted, jotting) (usu. foll. by down) write 
briefly or hastily. @ 2. a very small amount (not one 
jot). {from Greek iota “iota’] 
jotter n. Brit. a small notebook. 
jotting 7. (usu. in f/.) a jotted note. 
joule /jool/ n. the SI unit of work or energy. 
[named after J. P. Joule, English physicist, 1818-89] 
journal 7. 1 a newspaper or periodical. 2 a daily 
record of events. 3 Naut. a logbook. 4 the part of 
a shaft or axle that rests on bearings. [from Late J 
Latin diurnahs ‘diurnal’| 
journalese 7. a hackneyed style of language 
characteristic of some newspaper writing. 
journalist n. a person employed to write for, edit, 
or report for, a newspaper, journal, or newscast. 
D journalism 7. journalistic ad. 
journey e 7. (p/. -eys) 1 an act of going from one 
place to another, esp. at a long distance. 2 the 
distance travelled in a specified time (a day’s journey). 
@ wintr. (-eys, -eyed) make a journey. [from Old 
French jornee ‘day’s work or travel’] 0 journeyer 7. 
journeyman 1. (//. -men) 1 a qualified mechanic 
or artisan who works for another. 2 derog. a a reli- 
able but not outstanding worker. b a mere hireling. 
[based on obsolete journey ‘a day’s work’] 
joust fist. @ 7. ¥ a combat between two knights on 
horseback with lances, esp. for sport. @ v.7m/r. engage 
in a joust. [from Old French jester ‘to bring 
together | G jouster 7. 
Jove n. (in Roman mythology) Jupiter (king of the 
gods). o by Jove! an exclamation of surprise. [from 
oblique case of Old Latin Jozzs ‘Jupiter’ | 


his lance against the other’s shield. A joust- 
ing horse (destrier) carried some 190 kg 


“ 


(420 lb) of knight, armour, and saddle. 
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jovial 


jovial adj. 1 merry. 2 convivial. 3 hearty and good- 
humoured. [from Late Latin jowals ‘of Jupiter’, 
planet reputed to influence those born under it] 
O joviality n. jovially adi. 

jowl' n. 1 the jaw or jawbone. 2 the check (cheek 
by joel). [Old English] 0 -jowled adj. (in comb). 

jowl? n. 1 the external loose skin on the throat or 
neck when prominent. 2 the dewlap of an ox, 
wattle of a bird, etc. [Old English] a jowly adj. 

joy 7. 1 (often foll. by aé, m) a vivid emotion of pleas- 
ure. 2 a thing that causes joy. 3. Bril. collog. sausfac- 
lion, success (gol no joy). [based on Latin gaudére ‘to 
rejoice | 0 joyful ad). joyfully ad: joyfulness n. 

joyous adj. (of an occasion, circumstance, etc.) 
characterized by pleasure or joy; joyful. c joyously 
adv. joyousness ”. 

joyride rollog. e n. a ride for pleasure, esp. one in a 
stolen motor car, @ vinlx (past -rode: past part. 
-ridden) go for a joyride. 0 joyrider n. 

joystick 7». 1 collog. the control column of an 
aircraft. 2 a lever to control the movement of an 
image on a VDU screen. 

JP. abbr. (im the UR) Justice of the Peace. 

Jr. abbr. Junior. 

jubilant ad. exultant, rejoicing. [from Latin jubélant- 
‘shouting for joy’| O yubilance 7. jubilantly adc. 


jubilation 7. a feeling of great happiness and 
triumph. [from Latin jubilare shout for joy’ | 

jubilee 2. 1 a time or scason of rejoicing, 2 an 
anniversary of an event, esp. the 25th or 50th. 
3 exullant joy. [based on Hebrew rdbe/. originally in 
sense “ram’s-horn trumpet’, with which the jubilee 
year was proclaiuned] 

Jubilee clip x. prop. an adjustable steel band 
secured with a screw. 

Judaeo- /joo-dee-oh/ comb form (US Judeo-) 
Jewish; Jewish and. 

Judaism /joo-day-izm/ n. 1 the religion of the 
Jews, with a behef in one God and a basis in 
Mosaic and rabbinical teachings. 2 the Jews col- 
lectively, G Judaic ad). Judaist 7. 

Judas n. a person who betrays a friend. {from Judas 
Iscariot who betrayed Christ (Luke 22)| 

judder e @.intr, 1 (esp. of a mechanism) vibrate nois- 
ily or violently. 2 (of a singer's voice) oscillate in 
Intensity, @ 7. an instance of juddering. 

Judeo- US var. of Juowo-. 

judge e ». 1 a public officer appointed to hear and 
try legal cases. 2 a person appointed to decide in 
a compctition or clispute. 3 a person regarded in 
terms of capacity to decile on the merits of a thing 
or question (@ good judge of art). @v. 1 tr a try (a cause) 
ina court of justice. b pronounce sentence on (a 
person), 2 fr estimate, appraise. 3 /r act as a judge 
of ya dispute or contest). 4 /: (often fol. by fo + infin. 
or thal + clause) conclude, consider, or suppose. 
3 ita form a judgement. b act as judge. [from 
Latin jude\| 0 judgeship ». 

judgement 7. (also judgment) 1 the critical 
faculty: cliscernment (an error of judeement), 2 good 
sense. 3 an opinion or esumate (77 my judgement) 
4 the sentence of a court of justice. 5 often joc. 
a deserved misfortune (if ts a judgement on you). 6 criti- 
cism, © against one’s better judgement 
contrary to what one really feels to be advisable. 

judgemental «7. (also judgmental) 1 of or con- 
cerning or by way of judgement. 2 condemning, 
criical. o judgementally adz. 

Judgement Day n. the day on which the Last 
Judgement is believed to take place. 

judicature ». 1 the acministration of justice. 
2 a judge's term of office. 3 judges collectively, 4 a 
court of justice. [based on Latin judicare “to judge’ | 


judicial ad. 1 of, done by, or proper to a court of 


law. 2 having the function of judgement (¢ judicial 
avvembly), 3 of or proper to a judge, 4 expressing a 
judgement. [based on Latin judi judic judge’ 
o judicially adi. 

judicial separation see sinvnvii 


jumble sale 


JUDO colton jacket 
( 

Judo is a system of unarmed combat Fe] 
developed in the East. Competitors : 2 
attempt to throw, pin, or master their 
opponent during a controlled bout on 
a regulation mat. Coloured belts indi- 
cate the student’s level of proficiency. 

judge 

-. contestant 

SCOTCY —e 

lime 
keepers referee 

* 
contest area 
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belt 
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judiciary 1. (//. -ies) the judges of a state collect- 
ively. 

judicious ad. 1 sensible, prudent. 2 sound in 
ciscernment and judgement. O judiciously adr. 
judiciousness 7. 

judo 7. Aa sport of unarmed combat derived fro® 
ju-jitsu. [ Japanese, from ju ‘gentle’ + do ‘way’] 
Oo judoist 7. 

jugen. 1 Bri. a deep vessel for holding liquids, with 
a handle and often with a spout or lip shaped for 
pouring. 2A. Amer a large vessel, esp. for liquids, 
with a narrow mouth. 3 a jugful. 4 s/ang prison. 
@ vlr (jugged, jugging; 1 (usu. as jugged adj.) 
stew or boil (a hare or rabbit) in a covered vessel. 
2 s/ang inyprison. O jugful 7. ( p/. -fals). 

juggernaut 7. 1 esp. Bri/. a large heavy motor ve- 
hicle, esp. an articulated lorry. 2 a huge or over- 
whelming force or object. [from Sanskrit Jagannatha 
‘lord of the world’: a utle of Krishna, whose idol 
was carried in procession on a huge cart] 


juggle ev. 1 a infr (often foll. by with) keep several 
objects in the air at once by tossing and catching 
them. b / perform such feats with (balls ete.). 2 f. 
deal with (several activities) at once. 3 inte G Ir fol. 
by revth) a deceive or cheat. b misrepresent (facts). 
c rearrange adroitly. e 7. 1 a piece of juggling, 
2a fraud. [from Latin joculari ‘to jest’| O juggler n. 


Jugoslavy var. of Yucosiay. 

jugular e adj. 1 of the neck or throat. 2 (of fish) 
having ventral fins in front of the pectoral fins. 
@ 7. = jicirsk vin. [based on Latin jugulum “collar- 
bone, throat] 

jugular vein 1. ¥ any of several large veins of the 
neck which carry blood from the head. & cyroio- 
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juice e 7. 1 the liquid part of vegetables or fruits. 
2 animal fluid, esp. a secretion (gastric juice). 3 the 
essence or spirit of anything. 4 collog. petrol or elec- 
tricity as a source of power. @ u.i7 extract the juice 
from (a fruit ete.). [from Latin jus ‘broth, juice’| 
ojuiceless ad). 

juicy adj. (juicier, juiciest) 1 full of juice; succu- 
lent. 2 collog. substantial or interesting; racy; scan- 
dalous. 6 juicily adz. juiciness n. 

ju-jitsu /joo-jit-soo/ 7. (also jiu-jitsu, ju-jutsu) a 
Japanese system of unarmed combat and physical 
training, [from Japanese ju ‘gentle’ + juésu *skill’] 

ju-ju 7. 1 > a charmyor fetish of some 
W. African peoples, 2 a super- 
natural power attributed to this. 
[perhaps from French joujou toy’): 

jujube /joo-joob/ x, 1 a any 
plant of the genus <izyphus 
bearmeg edible acidic berry- 
like fruits. b thisgtruit. 2 a 
flavoured jelly-like lozenge 
imitating this. [from Greek 
zizuphon| 

jukebox 7. a coin-operated 
machine that plays a selected 
musical recording. [based on 
Creole juke “disorderly | 

Jul. abbr. July. 

julep /joo-lep/ n. baa sweet 
clink, esp. as a vehicle for 
medicine. b a medicated drink 
as a mild stimulant ete. 2 US 
iced and flavoured spirits and 
water (unt julep). [from Persian 
gul ‘rose’ + ab ‘water’ | 


JU-JU: MODERN 
WiST ALRIGCAN 
ae 


Julian ad. of or associated with Julius Caesar. {from 
Latin Julianus| 

Julian calendar p. a calendar introduced by Julius 
Caesar, in which the year consisted of 365 days, 
every fourth year having 366. 

julienne e 7. vegetables cut into short thin strips. 
@ «dj. cut into thin strips. [French, from the name 
Jules or Julien) 

Juliet cap x. a small net ornamental cap worn by 
brides ete. [from association with Shakespeare’s 
heroine in Romeo and Juliel| 

July x: (pl. Julys) the seventh month of the year, 
[from Latin Julius, named afier Julius Caesar] 

jumble e ». 1 f (often foll. by up) confuse; mix up. 
2 intr. move about in disorder. en. 1a confused state 
or heap; a muddle, 2 Brit. articles collected for a 
jumble sale. o jumbly ad). 

jumble sale 2. Bri!, a sale of miscellaneous usu. 
second-hand articles, esp. for charity. 


jumbo 


jumbo collog. @ n. (pl. -os) 1 a large 
animal (esp. an elephant), person, or 
thing. 2 (in full jumbo jet) a large 
airliner with capacity for several hun- 
dred passengers (usu. applied specifically 
to the Boeing 747). @ adj. 1 very large of its 
kind. 2 extra large ( jumbo packet). [19th-century 
comage, originally of a person but popularized 
as the name of a zoo elephant sold in 1882] 
jump e ». 1 iniy rise off the ground etc. by sudden 
muscular effort in the legs. 2 intr: (often foll. by up, 
Jrom, in, oul, etc.) move suddenly or hastily (we jumped 
into the car). 3 intr. give a sudden bodily movement 
from shock ete. 4 imix. undergo a rapid change, esp. 
an advance in status. 5 intr. (often foll. by about) 
change the subject etc. rapidly. 6 a iné rise or 
increase suddenly (pices jumped). b tr cause to do 
this. 7 ¢ a pass over (an obstacle etc.) by jumping. 
b move or pass over (an intervening thing) to a 
point beyond. 8 / skip or pass over (a passage in 
a book etc.). 9 é# cause (a horse, etc.) to jump. 
& sHowjumpinc. 10 zr. (foll. by fo, at) reach a conclu- 
sion hastily. 11 ¢ (of a train) leave (the rails) owing 
to a fault. 12 /& ignore and pass (a red traffic light 
etc.), 13 #% pounce on or attack (a person) unex- 
pectedly. @ x. 1 the act or an instance of jumping. 
2 aa sudden bodily movement caused by shock or 
excitemient. b (the jumps) collog. extreme nervous- 
ness, 3 an abrupt rise in amount, status, etc. 4 an 
obstacle to be jumped, esp. by a horse. 
5 aa sudden transition. b a gap ina 
series etc. O jump at accept 


eagerly. jump bail see pau! ¢ LQ8% 
jump down a person’s ce) 
throat collog. reprimand or 
contradict a person fiercely. 
jump the gun see Gun. 
jemp on vollog. attack or 
criticize severely and with- 
out warning. jump the 
queue 1 push forward out of 
one’s turn. 2 take unfair pre- 
cedence over others. jamp ship 
(of a sailor) desert. jamp to it Bit. 
collog. act promptly and energetically. 
[16th-century coinage| 

jumped-up ad. Bril. collog. pre- 
sumptuously arrogant. 

jumper’ 7». 1 Bri.,a knitted pullover. 2 a loose outer 
jacket worn by sailors. 3 NV. Amer, a pinatore dress. 
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jumper? 7. 1 a person or animal that jumps. 
2 Elect. a short wire used to shorten a circuit or 
close it temporarily, ; 

jumping-off place x. (also jumping-off point) 
the place or point of starting. 

jump jet v. a jet aircraft that can take off and land 
vertically. 

jump lead 7. Bril. each of a pair of cables for 
conveying current from the battery of a motor 
vehicle to that of another. 

jump-off n. a deciding round in a showjumping 
compeution. 

jump rope 7.. 

jump-start e v./7. start (a motor vehicle) with jump 
leads. @ 7. the action of jump-starting. 

jumpsuit 7. a one-piece garment for the whole body. 


N. Amer. a skipping rope. 


jumpy ad, (jumpier, jumpiest) 1 nervous; easily 
startled. 2 making sudden movements, esp. ol 
nervous excitement. O jumpily adv. jumpiness 2. 

Jun. abbr 1 June. 2 Junior. 

junction 7. 1 a point at which two or more things 
are joined. 2 a place where railway lines or roacls 
meet or cross. [from Latin junetio, related to join] 


junction box 7. a box containing a junction of 
electric cables ete. 

juncture 7. 1 a critical convergence of events: a 
critical point of time {at this juncture). 2 « place 
where things jom, 3 an act of joinne. 

Jume 7. the sixth month of the year. [from Latin 
Junius “sacred to Juno’ | 


JUNE BUG 


June bug 2. < any of various 
beetles, esp. N. American 
chafers, appearing in June. 
Jungian e ad. relating to the 
Swiss psychologist Carl Jung 
(1875-1961) or his work. en. a 

follower of Jung or his work. 
jungle 7. 1 a land overgrown with tangled vegeta- 
tion, esp. in the tropics. b an area of such land. 2a 
wild tangled mass. 3 a place of bewildering 
complexity or confusion, or of a struggle for 
survival (blackboard jungle). [from Sanskrit jangala 
‘desert, forest’) G jungly adj. 
junior e adj. 1 less advanced in age. 2 (foll. by éo) 
inferior in age, standing, or position. 3 (placed afier 
a person’s name) junior to another of the same 
name. 4 of less or least standing (junior partner). 
5 Brit. (of a school) having pupils in a younger age 
range, usu. 7 11. 6 N. Amer. of the year before the 
final year at university, high school, etc. @ 7. 1 a junior 
person. 2 one’s inferior in length of service etc. 3a 
junior student. 4 U/S'collog. a young male child, esp. in 
relation to his family, [Latin, literally :younger’] 
junior high school 7. NV. Amer. a school intermedi- 
ate between elementary school and high school. 
junior management 7. 1 the lowest level of 
management in an organization. 2 the managers at 
this level. 
junior technician 7. an RAF 
rank next above senior aircraft- 
man. 
juniper n. < any evergreen shrub or 
tree of the genus Juniperus, esp. 
J. conmunis with prickly leaves and dark 
purple berries. [from Latin junzperus| 
junk'e 7. 1 discarded articles; rubbish. 
2 anything regarded as of little value. 
3 slang a narcotic drug, esp. heroin. @ utr: 


- discard as junk. [Middle English] 


ae 
| JUPITER 


Jupiter is the largest, most massive planet in 
the solar system. Its rapid rate of rotation in 
9 hours 55 nunutes causes the clouds in its 
atmosphere to form dark, low-altitude “belts” 
and bright, high-altitude ‘zones’ both with 


Jupiter 


junk? 7. > a flat-bottomed sail- 
ing vessel used in the China 
seas, with a prominent 
stern and lue- 
sails. [of Orien- 
tal origin} 

junk bond 
n a high- 
yielding high- 
risk security, 
esp. one issued 
to finance a 
take-over. 

junket e 2. 
1 a dish of 
sweetened 
and flavoured 
milk curds, often 
served with fruit or 
cream. 2 a feast. 3 a 
pleasure outing. 4 NV. 
lmer. an official’s tour 
at public expense. 
@ vinir (junketed, junket- 
ing) feast, picnic. [from Old 
French jonquette ‘rush-basket’, used to carry junket] 

junk food 7. food with low nutritional value. 

junkie 2. slang a drug addict. 

junk mail 7. unsolicited advertising matter sent 
by post. 

Junoesque ad. (of a woman) tall and shapely. 
[named after Juno, the Roman goddess] 

junta 7. 1 a political or imilitary clique or faction 
taking power after a revolution or coup détal. 
2 a deliberative or administrative council in Spain 
or Portugal. [from Latin juncta (fem.) ‘joined’} 

Jupiter 7. ¥ the largest planet of the solar system, 
orbiting the Sun between Mars and Saturn. > sovar 
sysiem. [from Latin Jovrs pater, literally ‘Jove father’] 


* if 


JUNK: 
TRADITIONAL 
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huge storm systems which encircle the 
planet paralle! with the equator. Jupiter has 
two faint rings, and is orbited by 16 known 
moons, of which Ganymede, Callisto, Io, 
and Europa (the Galileans) are the largest. 
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Jurassic 


Jurassic Geol. @ adj. of or relating to the second 
period of the Mesozoic era. @ n. this cra or system. 
[based on French Jura, a system of mountain 
ranges] 

juridical aq. 1 of judicial proceedings. 2 relating to 
the law. [from Latin juridicus| 0 juridically adv, 

jurisdiction 7. 1 (often foll. by over, of ) the admin- 
istration of justice. 2 a legal or other authority. 
b the extent of this; the territory it extends over. 
[from Latin jurisdictzo] Oo jurisdictional ad). 

jurisprudence 1. the science or philosophy of law. 
[from Latin jus juris ‘law? + prudentia “knowledge’) 
O jurisprudential ai. 

jurist x. 1 an expert in law. 2 a legal writer. 3 U/S 
aa lawyer. b a judge. 0 juristic ad). 

juror 2. 1 a member of a jury. 2 a person who takes 
an oath, 

jury 2. (pl. -ies) 1 a body of usu. twelve persons 
giving a verdict in a court of justice. 2 a body of 
persons awarding prizes in a competition, [based 
on Latin juvare ‘to swear’ | 

jury box 7. the enclosure for the jury ina law court. 

juryman ». (//. -men) a member of a jury. 

jury-rigged adj. 1 Nault. having temporary make- 
shift rigging, 2 makeshift, improvised. 

jurywoman ~. (//. -women) a female member of 
a jury. 

just e ad. 1 morally right or fair. 2 (of treatment 
etc.) deserved (a just reward). 3 (of {celings, opinions, 
etc.) well-grounded! (just resentment). 4 right im 
amount etc.; proper. @ adv. 1 exactly (just whal 


I need). 2 exactly or nearly at this or that moment (J 
have just seen them). 3 collog. simply, merely (we were just 
good friends; it just doesn't make sense). 4 barely; no more 
than (Ljust managed it; just a minute). 5 collag. positively 
(ut ts just splendid). 6 quite (not just yet). O just about 
collog. almost exactly; almost completely. just in 
case as a precaution. just now | at this moment. 
2 a little time ago. just so 1 exactly arranged (they 
like everything jus! so). 2 itis exactly as you say. [from 
Latin jus/us] O justly adv. justness 7. 

justice 7. 1 just conduct. 2 fairness. 3 the exercise 
of authority in the maintenance of right. 4 judi- 
cial proceedings (zvas brought to justice; the Court of 
Justice). 5 a a magistrate. b a judge. a do justice 
to teat fairly or appropriately; show due appre- 
ciation of. do oneself justice perform in a 
manner worthy of one’s abilities. 
O justiceship #. (in sense 5), 

Justice of the Peace n. a lay 
magistrate appointed to preserve 
the peace in a county, town, 
eic., hear minor cases, grant 
licences, ete. 

justiciary e 7. (#/. -ies) an adinin- 
istrator of justice. @ adj. of the 
administration of justice, 

me adj. that can be justified SS 

defended. oO justifiability 7. 

Setnbly adv. 

justify «./r \-ies, -ied) I show the justice or right- 
ness of (a person, act, ete.). 2 demonstrate the 
correctness of (an assertion ete.). 3 adduce acl- 
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juxtapose 


equate grounds for (conduct, a claim, etc.). 4 (as 
justified adj.) just, night (am justified in assuming). 
5 Printing adjust (a line of type) to fill a space evenly. 
[from Late Latin justz/icare ‘to do justice to'] 0 Justi- 
fication 7. justificatory adj. ° 
jut © vinir. (jutted, jutting) (often foll. by out, into, 
|” through, etc.) protrude, project. @ n. a Projection; 
a protruding point. [variant of jer'] 
jute 7. 1 <a rough fibre made from the bark 
of a jute plant, used for making twine and 
rope, and woven into sacking, mats, etc, 2 an 
Asian plant of the genus Corchorus yielding 
this fibre. [from Sanskrit jafa ‘braid of hair’] 
juvenile e adj. 1 a young, youthful. b of or 
for young persons. 2 often derog. immature 
(behaving in a very juvenile way). @ n. 1 a young 
person. 2 an actor playing the part of 
a youthful person. [from Latin juvenilis| 
o juvenilely adv, juvenility 2. 
juvenile court 7. a court for the trial of 
children under 17 or (in the US) 18. 
juvenile delinquency 7. the commit- 
ting of offences by persons below the age 
of legal responsibility. 0 juvenile delin- 
quent /. 
juvenilia 7.p/. works produced by an 
author or artist in youth. [Latin, literally 
‘juvenile things’ | 
juxtapose w./7 1 place (things) side by side. 2 (foll. 
by to, with) place (a thing) beside another. [French 
Juxtaposer from Latin juxta next] 0 juxtaposition 
n. juxtapositional ac). 


KBE 


K' 2. (also k) ( pl. Ks or K’s) the eleventh letter of the 
alphabet. 

K? abbr. (also K.) 1 King, King’s. 2 Kéchel (cata- 
logue of Mozart’s works). 3 (also k) (prec. by a 
numeral) a Computing a unit of 1,024 (i.e. 2'°) bytes 
or bits, or loosely 1,000. b thousand. [sense 3: 
abbreviation of K1Lo-] 

K® symb. 1 Chem. the element potassium. 2 kelvin(s). 
[sense |: from modern Latin kalium| 

k' abbr. (also k.) knot(s) (see KNoT’ n. 2a). 

k? symb. 1 kilo-. 2 Math. a constant. 

kabbala var. of cappata 1. 

Kabbalah /ka-bah-la/ z. (also Kabbala, Cabba- 
la, Cabala) the Jewish mystical tradition. [from 
Rabbinical Hebrew kabbala ‘tradition’] 0 Kabba- 
lism n. Kabbalist x. Kabbalistic ad). 

kabuki 7. a form of popular traditional Japan- 
ese drama with highly stylized song, acted 
by males only. [ Japanese, from ka ‘song’ + bu 
‘dance’ + ki ‘art’] 

Kaddish x. Judaism 1 a Jewish mourner’s 
prayer. 2 a doxology in the s\ nagogue service. 
[from Aramaic kaddis ‘holy’| 

kadi var. of cavi. 

Kaffir /kaf-er/ n. 1 a hist. a member of 
the Xhosa-speaking peoples of 5. Africa. 
b the language of these peoples. 2 S_Afi. offens. 
any blgck African (now an actionable insult). 
[origmally in sense ‘a non-Muslim’: from 
Arabic kajfir ‘infidel’ 

kaffiyeh var. of kerriven. 

Kafkaesque adj. impenetrably oppressive. 
nightmarish, as in the ficuon of Franz Kafka. 
[German-speaking novelist, 1883 1924] 

kaftan 7. (also caftan) 1 a long usu. belted 
tunic worn by men in countries of the 
Near East. 2 a a woman’s long loose dress. 
b a loose shirt or top. [from ‘Turkish ka/tan| 

kail var. of Kvtt. 

kaiser /ky-zer/ n. fist. an emperor, 
Germany or Austria. [German] 0 kaisership zn. 

kalanchoe /kal-an-koh-i/ 7. a tropical, succulent 
plant with clusters of tubular flowers. [from 
Chinese galdncar| 

Kalashnikov 2. a type of rifle or sub-machine gun 
made in Russia. [named after M.T. Aalashnikor 

born 1919, its Russian developer] 

kale zn. (also kail) <a variety of cabbage 
which forms no compact head. [Middle 

English, northern form of cou] 
kaleidoscope 7. 1 a tube containing 

mirrors and pieces of coloured glass or 

paper, whose reflections produce 
changing patterns when the tube is 
rotated. 2 a constantly changing 
group of bright or 
interesting objects. 
[based on Greek falos 
‘beautiful’ + edos ‘form’ | 
0 kaleidoscopic ad). 
kalends var. of CALenvs. 


4 


(Ce 


esp. ol 


KALE (Brassica 
oleracea acephala) 


Kama Sutra /kah-ma soo-tra/ n. an ancient 
Sanskrit treatise on the art of erotic love. 
kamikaze /kam-i-kah-zi/ e n. /ust. 1 a Japanese 
aircraft loaded with explosives and deliberately 
crashed by its pilot on its target. 2 the pilot of such 
an aircraft. @ adj. 1 of or relating to a kamikaze. 
2 reckless, dangerous, potentially self-destructive. 
[ Japanese, from kami ‘divinity’ + kaze ‘wind’] 
kangaroo 2. a plant-eating marsupial of the genus 
Macropus, native to Australia and New Guinea, with 
a long tail and strong hind quarters enabling it to 
travel by jumping. > marsuriar. [from Aboriginal 
ganurru, name of a specific kind of kangaroo] 
kangaroo court 7. an improperly constituted or 
illegal court held by strikers etc. 
kangaroo rat 7. any burrowing rodent of the 
genus Dipodomys, having elongated hind feet. 
kanji 7. a system of Japanese writing using Chinese 
characters. [ Japanese, “Chinese character’ 
kaolin 7. a fine soft white clay used esp. for making 
porcelain and in medicines. [from Chinese Gaoling, 
a mountain in Jiangxi province, where it is found] 
kapellmeister /ka-pel-mys-ter/ 7. (p/. same) the 
conductor of an orchestra, opera, choir, etc., esp. in 
German contexts. [German] 
kapok /kay-pok/ n. ¥ a cotton-like substance 
found surrounding the seeds of a tropical 
tree, Ceiba pentandra, used for stuffing cush- 
ions, soft toys, etc. [from Malay kapog] 
Kaposi’s sarcoma n. Med. a 
form of cancer involving multiple 
tumours of the lymph nodes or 
skin, occurring esp. in people with 
depressed immune systems, e.g. as 
a result of Aids. {named after M.K. 
Aapos, Hungarian dermatologist, 
1837 1902] 
kappa ». the tenth letter of the Greek 
alphabet (K, «). [Greek] 
kaput /ka-puut/ predic.ad). collog. broken, 
ruined; done for. [from French (étre) capot 
‘(to be) without tricks in piquet etc.’| 
karabiner /ka-ra-been-cr/ 7. W a 
coupling link with safety closure, used 
by mountaineers. > ROCK-CLIMb- 
iG. [from German karabiner- 
haken ‘spring-hook’] 
karakul /ka-ra-kuul/ 2. {also 
caracul) 1 a variety of Asian 
sheep with a dark curled fleece when young. 
2 fur made from or resembling this. [Russian] 


kapok 


KAPOK 
SEED POD 
iba pentandra) 


karaoke /ka-ri-oh-ki/ n. a form of enter- 
tamment in which people sing popular 
songs as soloists against a pre-recorded 
backing (often altrih.: karaoke bar). | Japan- 
ese, literally ‘empty orchestra’ KARAB 

karat (/S var. of carai 2. 


SNAP KARABINER 


karate /k4-rah-ti/ n. a Japanese form of kung fu, 
a system of combat using the hands and feet as 
weapons. [ Japanese, from kara ‘empty’ + te ‘hand’] 

karma 7. Buddhism & Hinduism 1 the sum of a 
person’s actions in previous states of existence, 
viewed as deciding his or her fate in future exist- 
ences. 2 destiny. [Sanskrit, literally ‘action, fate’] 
0 karmic adj. 

karst n». a limestone region with underground 
drainage and many cavities and passages caused by 
the dissolution of the rock. [from German der Karst, 
a limestone region in Slovenia] 

kart 7. a small unsprung motor-racing vehicle with 
a tubular frame and a rear-mounted engine. 
{shortening of Go-Kart] 

kasbah 7. (also casbah) 1 the citadel of a N 
African city. 2 an Arab quarter near this. [from 
Arabic kas(a)ba ‘citadel’ 

Kashmiri e ad. of or relating to Kashmir or its 
people or language. @ . 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Kashmir. 2 the language of Kashmir. [from Aash- 
mir in the western Himalayas] 

katydid /kay-ti-did/ x. ¥ any of various green 
grasshoppers of the family Tettigoniudae, native 
to the US. 


KATYDID: FALSE LEAF KATYDID 
(Ommatopia pictifolia) 


kauri /kow-ri/ n. (p/. kauris) a coniferous New 
Zealand tree, Agathis australis, which produces valu- 
able tumber and a resin. [Maori] 
kauri gum 7, resin of the kauri tree. 
kayak /ky-ak/ @ 7. 1 ¥ an Inuit one-man canoe 
consisting of a light wooden frame covered 
with sealskins. 2 a small covered canoe. 
e uintr. (kayaked, kayaking) travel by 
kayak; paddle a kayak. [Inuit] 
kayo collog. @ v7. (-oes, -oed) knock out; 
stun by a blow. e@ x. (fl. -os) a knockout. 
[representing pronunciation of AO] 
kazoo 7. a toy musical instrument into 
which the player sings or hums. [19th- 
century coinage | 
KB addr. kilobyte(s). 
KBE addr. (in the UK) Knight Command- 
er of the Order of the British Empire. 


INER: 


KAYAK 


The Inuit of northern Canada, Alaska, Russia. 
and Greenland traditionally used kayaks to hunt 


small hood 


: TRADITIONAL 
opening 


INUIT KAYAK 


sea mammals such as seals and whales. Kayaks 


| were completely enclosed with waterproof 
sealskin except for an opening for the 


hunter to climb in at the top. aug 


| harpoon ropr 


harpoon 


sealykin 


covering 
rowing 


light paddle fin 


hunter's seal- 
skin jacket 


seal-bladde1 
float 


through ice 


aie 


KC 


KC abby: King’s Counsel. 
keal bh). kilocaloricss). 
kea /kee-i/ 7.» a parrot, 
Nestor notability, of New 
Zealand, with brownish- 
green and red 
plumage. [Maori] 
kebab 7. small picces 
of meat, vegetables, 
etce.. cooked on a 
skewer. [from Arabic 
habab| 
kedge e @ If move 
(a ship) by means of a 
hawser attached to a 
small anchor. 2 int. (of 
a ship) move in this way. 
e n. (in full kedge 
anchor) a small anchor for this purpose. 


KEA 
(Nestor notabilis) 


kedgeree 7. 1 an Inchan clish of rice, split pulse, 
onions, cggs, ete. 2 a European dish of fish, rice, 
hard-boiled eges, ete. [from Sanskrit k’*mara, a dish 
of rice and sesame | 

keek Sv. @ tini, peep. @ va peep. [Middle English 
kike ‘to pee | 

keel e ». the Jengthwise timber or steel structure 
along the base of a ship or some aircraft. > sinc 
nove. @&. LT foften foll. by oven a int tarn over or fall 
down. b ( cause to do this. 2 a mb. (of a boats turn 
keel upwards. b ¢ turn up the keel of fa boat) 
[from Old Norse Ajd/r] o keelless ad). 

keelboat ». ba yacht built with a permanent keel 
instead of a centreboard. 2 a large flat-bottomed 
boat used on American rivers. 

keelhaul of, 1 fas! drag (a person, through the 
water under the keel of a ship as a punishment. 
2 scold or rebuke severely 

keelson 1. (also Kelson: a line of thmber fastening 
a ship’s floor-umbers to its keel. [Middle English| 

keen! adj. Liof a person, desire, or interes) cager, 
ardent (a keen sportsman. 2 ttoll, by ont much 
attracted by; enthusiastic about. 3 vof the senses 
sharp; highly sensitive. 4 intellectually acute, 5 ofa 
knife ete.) sharp. 6 yof a sound, light, ete.) peuctrat- 
ing, vivid, strong. 7 (of a wine. frost, etc., piercingh 
cold. 8 (of a pain ete.) acute, bitter. 9 Brit. jot a 
price) competitive. [Old English} a keenly 
adv. keenness 7. 


keen? @ #. an Irish funeral song accompa- 

nad. utter the keen. 
{from Trish case] GO keener 1. 

keep ej. (fas! and past! part. kept) 1h. have 
conunuous charge off retain possession of 


Zan 


med with wailing. 


toll, by for, retain or reserve for a future 
asion or UME (rel 


ll keep it for tomorrow. 


CF wl 


retaim or remain in a specified 
position, course, ete. Aecp cool; 


heep off the grass, keep them happy 


4 tr. pul or 


store ma regular place iAmees are Aepl in this 
drawer, 5 te toll. by fa duse to avoid or 
abstain from: something vzevl/ keep you from 
going toa fash. 6 f detain (eehat Kept yous. 7 tr 
a observe ca law. custom. etca. b honour or fulfil 
ta comumitment. undertaking, ete. hep ones read 
e respect the commiutnent taplied by va secret ete.) 


d act fittingly on the occasion of tAcef: the sabbath, 
8 f. own and look after anunalss theeps bees, 9 hh 
a provide lor the sustenance of ta person, lanily, 
etc... byloll, by a, maintain (a person; with a supply 
of. 10 4 carry ont manage ya shop, business, ete.). 
Ila. maintain yaccounts, a diary, etc.) by making 
the requisite entries. bf. a house) in 
proper order. 12 f have (a commodity) regularly 
on sak 13 ¢ guard or protect 
a person or place, a goal un lootball, ete. 14 o, 
preserve vAeef: arden. 13 int. (loll. by verbal noun) 


maint 


du you keep buttons? 


continue or do repeatedly or habitually (cay au 
/ ep saya thal 16 | onunue to follow away o1 
course), L7 ah. avesp. of perishable commodities 
remain in good condition. bof news or inlor- 
mation ete. admit ol being withheld for a tine 


18 & arhate remain in (one’s bed, room, 
house, ctc.). 19 / retain one’s place in (a seat 
or saddle, one’s ground, etc.) against opposition or 
difficulty. 20 % maimtain (a person) in return for 
sexual favours (a kepl woman). @ n. Y maintenance or 
the essentials for it (esp. fo0d) (hardly earn your keep). 
2 kisi. ¥ a tower or stronghold. & casi. a for 
keeps collog. (esp. of something received or won) 
permanently, indefinitely. how are you keeping? 
Brit. how are you? keep at persist or cause to 
persist with, keep away (often foll. by fron’) L avoid 
being near. 2 prevent from being near. keep back 
1 remain or keep at a distance. 2 retard the 
progress of. 3 conceal: decline to disclose. 4 retain, 
withhold ikept back £90). keep down tf hold in 
subjection. 2 keep low in amount. 3 lic low; stay 
hidden. 4 manage not to vomit (food eaten). keep 
one’s feet manage not to fall. keep one’s hair 
on sce Wak. keep in with remain on good terms 
with. keep off 1 stay or cause to stay away from. 
2 ward off avert. 3 abstain from. 4 avoid (a subject) 
(lets keep off religion. keep on 1 continue to 
do something; do continually (kept on laughing). 
2 continue to use or cimploy, 3 (loll. by az) pester or 
harass. keep out ! keep or remain outside. 
2 exclude. keep to L adhere to (a course, schedule, 
etc.), 2 observe (a promise). 3 confine oneself to. 
keep to oneself 1 avoid contact with others. 
2 refuse to disclose or share. keep track of sec 
ikack). keep under hold in subjection. keep up 
1 maintain (progress cte.). 2 prevent (prices, one’s 
spirits, ¢tc.) from sinking, 3 keep in repair, im an 
efficient or proper state, etc, 4 carry on (a 
correspondence Cleny: iH prevent (a person) from 
going to bed, esp. when late. 6 (often foll. by cz) 
manage not to fall behind. keep up with the 
Joneses strive to compete socially with one’s 
neighbours. [Old Enelish| 


spiral 
wooden SANTA 


hoarding 


chapel hath 


apartment 


— sreal 


hall 


| guard 


Yoon 


sore oom 


KEEP: JIS f-CLNIURY ENGHISH GASTLE KELP 


keeper 7. 1a person who keeps or looks after some- 
thing or someone, 2 Brit, a custodian of a museum. 
art gallery, forest, ctc. 3a = cai anton. ba person 
in charge of animals ina zoo. 4 a = WickLIKI PLR, 
b = covanteeie, 9a bar of soft tron placed across 
ol a horseshoe magnet to maintain its 
strength. 6 aa plain ring to preserve a hole ina 
pierced car lobe: a sleeper. b a ring worn to keep 
apother on the finger, 


the pol ‘ 


keep-fit 7. (often aitrih) esp. Brit. regular exercises to 
promote personal fitness ancl health, 

keeping 2. in safe keepine). 
2 agreement, harmony (esp. ior and of keeping). 


1 custody, charge 


keepnet #/. a net for keeping fish alive until they are 
returned to the water, 

keepsake 7. a thing kept for the sake of or in 
remembrance of the giver or original owner, 


kerb-crawler 


keffiyeh /ké-fee-é/ woollen 
n. (also kaffiyeh) » coils 

a Bedouin” Arab’s 

kerchief worn as off 

a headdress. [from kefjiyeh 


Arabic keffiva| 

keg 7. a small barrel. [from Old 
Norse kage] 

keg beer n. Bril. beer to which 


carbon dioxide has been 
added in a_ sealed metal 
container, from) which it is 
supplied. 


kelp 1. I any of several large 
broad-lronded brown  sea- 
weeds esp. of the genus 
Laminaria, used as manure. 
2 the calcined ashes of 
seaweed, formerly used in 
glass-making and soap manu- 
facture. [Middle English] 
kelpie 7. 1 Sc. a water spirit, 
usu. in the form of a horse, 
reputed to delight in the drowning of travellers ete. 
2 an Australian sheepdog originally bred from 
a Scottish collie, [1 7th-century coinage] 


KEFFIYEH 


kelson var. of Kitson. 

kelt 7. a salmon or sea trout alter spawning, [Middle 
English] 

kelter var. of Kuan. 

kelvin nx. the ST unit of thermodynamic tempera- 
ture, equal in magnitude to the degree Celsius. 
{named after Lord Aelvin, British physicist, 1824+ 
1907| 

Kelvin scale 1. a 
absolute zero as zero. 


scale of temperature with 

kempt adj. combed; neatly kept. {past participle 
of (now chalect) kemb ‘to comb’| 

ken e 7. range of sight or knowledge (73 beyond 
my ken). @ wir \kenning; fas! and pas! pat. kenned 
or kent, Sc. & Enel. 1 recognize at sight. 2 know. 
JOld English] ' 

kendo x. A Japanese fencing with two-handed 
bamboo swords. [| Japanese, literally “sword-way’| 

kennel e 7. 1 a small shelter for a dog. 2 (in p/.) 
a breeding or boarding establishment for dogs. 
e »./ \kennelled, kennelling: (°S kenneled. 
kenneling) put into or keep ina kennel. [based on 
Latin canes dog’) 

kent /as/ and pas! part. of Kin, 

Kenyan e @/j. of or relating to Kenya in E. Africa. 
@ 7. La native or national of Kenya. 2 a person of 
Kenyan descent. 

kepi ». (//. kepis: > a military cap 
with a horizontal peak. [from 
Swiss German kdppi hule cap’| 

kept asf and past part, of nur. 


keratin 7. any of a group of 
hbrous proteins occurring in 
hair, feathers, hoofs. claws. 
horns, ete. [based on Grevk 
keras keraloy ‘horw| Go kera- 
tinize wir & il). vailso -ise.. 

keratitis 7. \fed. inflamma- 
dion of the cornea of the eye. 
[trom Greek seral- (denot- 
ing the cornea) + -t10s] 


KEPI OF .\ 
CONTEDERATE ARMY 
INLAN TE RYMAN 


keratotomy 7. \ fed. a 
surgical operation mvoly- 
ing cutting into the cornea 
of the eye, esp. (in full radial keratotomy) to 
correct myopia. [from Greck kerat (denoting the 
cornea) + -uma “cutting” | 

kerb 7. Bril. a stove edging to a pavement or raised 
path. 

kerb-crawler 1. Bri/. a (usu. male) person who 
drives slowly the edge of the road in an 
alle mpt to cngage a prostitute or harass esp. female 
passers-by. O kerb-crawling n, 


heal 


kerb drill 


KENDO 


| Kendo, meanme ‘way of 
the sword’, derives from 
the art of kenjutsu, prac- 
tised by Japanese warriors 
in the 14th century. Today 
it is an internationally 
recognized martial art, in 
which points are awarded" 
for striking the opponent's 
body showing the correct 
technique and spiritual] 
attitude. Bouts take place 
on a wooden square and 
last up to five minutes. 


diarded skirt 
(hakama) 


kerb drill ». Bril. precautions, esp. looking to right 
and Icft, before crossing a road. 

kerbside n, Bri. the side of a road or pavement 
nearcr the kerb. 

kerbstone 7. Bri!. cach of a series of stones form- 
ing a kerb. 

kerchief 7. a cloth used to cover the head. [from 
Old French couvrechief, from courrt ‘to cover’ + chief 
‘head’] 

kerfuffle x. esp. Bri/. collog. a fuss or commotion. 
[Scots cwrfuffle, from _fuffle to disorder | 

kermes /ker-miz/ 7. 1 (in full kermes oak) a 
small evergreen oak, Quercus coccifera, of the Medi- 
terranean region. 2 a the female of a scale-insect, 
Rermes ilicis, which forms berry-hke galls on the 
kermes oak. b a red dye made from the bodies of 
these usects. & by... [from Arabic & Persian karmic} 


kern Printing @ 1. the part of a metal type projecting 
beyond its body’or shank. @ w/z TP provide (type 
with kerns; make (letters) overlap, 2 adjust the spac- 
ing between (characters). O kerned adj. 
kernel n. 1 a central, softer, usu. eclible part within 
a hard shell of a,nut, fruit stone, sced, cle. > x1. 
2 the whole seed of a cereal. 3 the nucleus or essen- 
tial part of anything. [from Old English cyrne/] 
kerosene »). (also kerosine 
V. Amer a fuel oil obtained by 
distillation from petroleum or 
shale, suitable for use in jet 
and  domicsti« 


esp. 


chgines 


BW, heating boilers; paraffin 
* ol. [based on Greek 
4 Aeros “wax | 
kestrel 7. <<. 
¥ small faleon, esp. Lala 
" tinnunculus. which 
hovers [ NLS! 


| Middle English | 
‘ ketamine’ i 
= y an anaestheti 
and pain-killing 
drug. also used 
Uheitly a a 
hallucinogen. 

* ketch 7. & a 


= fore-and-afi 


KESTREL 
Ge ‘Faleo tinnunculas) 
IWwo- 
masted 
rigged sailing boat with a mizzen-mast stepped 
forward of the rudder and smaller than its 
foremast. [Middle English] 
ketchup 7. (('8 also catsup) a spicy sauce 
made from tomatoes, Mushrooms, vinegal 
ete.. used as a concliment. 
ketone 7. anv of a class of organic compounds 
in which two hydrocarbon groups are linked by a 


carbonyl group, ¢.g. propanone (acetone {from 


practice sword PA 
ishinal) ii 


— 
\ breastplate 
(do: 


\ apron (tare) 


DELMONSTRATION OF 
KENDO SWORDPLAY 


fe 


E ae : 


mask 


(men) 


headcloth 
(hachimaki) 


shoulder 


throal protector 


protector 
Jacket 
(kendo-gi) 


padded glor 
(kote) 


German Aelon, altcration of Akelon ‘acetone’| 
0 ketonie ad) 

kettle 7. a vessel, usu. of metal with a lid, spout, and 
handle, for boiling water n. 0 a different kettle of 
fish a dificrent matter altogether. a pretty (or fine) 
kettle of fish an awkward state of affairs. [from 
Latin catillus ‘litle pot] o kettleful x. ( p/. -fuls) 

kettledrum 7. a large bowl-shaped drum with 
adjustable pitch. > pure ssios 

Kevlar 7. prop: a synthetic fibre of high tensile 
strength used esp. as a reinforcing agent in the 
manufacture of rubber products, c.g. tyres. 

key! n. | p/. keys) 1 an instrument, usu. of metal. 
for moving the bolt of a lock. 2 a similar implement 
for operating a switch, 3 an instrument for grasping 
screws, pegs, nuts, etc., esp. one for winding a clock 
etc. 4a lever depressed by the finger in playmg the 
organ, piano, flute, concertina, etc. & piano. 3 each 
of several buttons for operating a typewriter, word 
processor, computer terminal, etc. 6 a means ol 
access (the ke 7 (attrib) essential; of vital 
importance (fhe key element im the problem). 8 a a solu- 
tion or explanation. b a word or system for solving 


fo success) 


a cipher or code. ¢ an explanatory list of symbols 
used in a map, table, etc. da book or part of a book 
containing solutions to mathematical problems etc 

9 \fus. a group of notes based on a particular not 
and comprising a scale, regarded as a unit forming 
the tonal basis of a piece of music a study in the key 
of G major). 10 a tone or style of thought or expres- 
sion. 11 the roughness of a surface, helping the 
adhesion of plaster ete. 12 the winged seed of a 
sycamore etc. 13 a mechanical device for making 


main gaff is mar muzzen 
topsail I Saal mizzen- af} 
mast , _topsail 


Joremast 
MLZZEN 


fthyail saul 


rudder 
slaysail 


KETCH?! EARLS 2OTM-CENTURY BRITISH KIICH 


kibbutznik 


or breaking an electric circuit, c.g in telegraphy. 
@ utr (keys, keyed) 1 (foll. by m, on, ctc.) fasten 
with a pin, wedge, bolt, etc. 2 (often foll. by in) enter 
(data) by means of a keyboard. & compciir, PIANO. 
3 roughen (a surface) to help the adhesion of 
plaster etc. 4 (foll. by /) align or link (one thing to 
another). 0 key up (often foll. by 0, or to + infin.) 
make (a person) nervous or tense; excite. [Old 
English| o keyless adj. 

key® n. a low-lying island or reef, esp. in the 
W. Indies. [from Spanish cayo ‘shoal, reef” | 

keyboard e 7. 1 a set of keys on a typewriter, 
computer, piano, etc, > compurrr. 2 an electronic 
musical instrument with keys arranged as on a 
piano. @ vf, enter (data) by means of a keyboard. 
a keyboarder 7». 

keyhole 7. a hole by which a key is put into a Jock. 

keyhole surgery 2. Brit. minimally invasive 
surgery carried out through a very small incision. 

key money 7. Sri, a payment required from an 
incoming tenant for the provision of a key to the 
premises. 

Keynesian /kaynz-iin/ @ adj. of or relating to the 
economic theories of J. M. Keynes (d. 1946), esp. 
regarding state control of the economy through 
money and taxation. @ n. an adherent of these 
theories. O Keynesianism n. 

keynote 7. 1 a prevailing tone or idea. 2 (alirib.) 
intended to set the prevailing tone at a meeting or 
conference (keynote address). 3 Mus. the note on 
which a key is based. 

keypad n. a ininiature keyboard or set of buttons 
for operating a portable electronic device, tele- 
phone, etc 

keyring 1. a ring for kecping keys on. 

key signature 7. \/us. the combination of sharps 
or flats afier the clef at the beginning of each staff 
indicating the key of a composition, > Notarion 

keystone 7. 1 the central principle of a system, 
policy, etc. 2 a central stone at the summit of an 
arch. & vc 

keystroke 7. 
kevboard. 


a single depression of a key on a 


keyword 1, 1 the key to a cipher etc. 2 a a word 
of great significance. b an informative word used 
in an information retricyal system to indicate the 
content of a document ct 

KG whbh. (in the UR) Knight of the Order of the 
Garter. 

keg abbi. kdogramis). 

KGB ». the state security police of the former USSR 
trom 1954. [from Russian Aomitet gosudarstvennol 
bezopasnosti “committee of State security’ 

khaki e ad. dull brownish yellow. e@ 7. (pl. khakis, 
1 khaki fabric, used esp. in military dress. 2 dull 
brownish yellow. [from Urdu Aghi “dust-coloured’] 

khamsin 2. an oppressive, hot southerly or 
south-easterly wind blowing in Egypt in spring. 
}Arabic, “filty” 
in days)] 


bemg the approximate duration 


khan 7. a title given to rulers and officials in centra! 
Asia, Afghanistan, etc. [lrom ‘Vurkic Aan ‘lord’] 
0 khanate 1. 

khat /kaht/ n. 1 a shrub. Catha eduli 
Arabia. 2 the this shrub. chewed or 
infused as a stimulant. [from Arabic Ad/} 

khazi n. Bri. collog. a toilet. {Italian casa house’ | 

Khmer e »/, 1 a native of the ancient NMhiner kineg- 
dom m SE Asia. or of modern Cambodia. 2 the 
language of the Khmers. @ adj, of the Khmers o1 
their language. [native name] 

kHz abbr. kilohertz. 

kibble e 2/7, grind or chop (dried corn, beans, ete. 

en. \. Amer 

pellets esp, for pet food | 18th- entury comage | 


kibbutz 


grown in 
leaves of 


coarsely ground meal shaped into 


ki-buuts/ bl, kibbutzim -eem 
a communal esp. farming settlement ino Israel 
[trom modern Hebrew Abbas “gathering ‘| 
kibbutznik 7. a member of a kibbutz, [Yiddish] 


kibitzer 


kibitzer n. esp. NV. Amer. collog. 1 an onlooker at 
cards etc., esp. one who ofters unwanted advice. 
2 a busybody, a meddler. [from German Kiebitz 
‘lapwing, busybody’| 

kibosh /ky-bosh/ n. slang nonsense. 0 put the 
kibosh on put an end to; finally dispose of. [19th- 
century coimage] 

kick e », 1 & strike or propel forcibly with the foot 
or hoof etc. 2 intr (usu. foll. by at, against) a strike 
out with the foot. b express annoyance at or dislike 
of (treatment, a proposal, etc.); rebel against. 
3 t collog. give up (a habit). 4 ¢ (often foll. by out 
etc.) expel or dismiss forcibly. 5 refl. be annoyed 
with oneself (Ul kick myself if I’m wrong). 6 tr. Football 
score (a goal) by a kick. @ n. 1 a blow with the foot 
or hoof etc. 2 collog. a a sharp stimulant effect, esp. 
of alcohol. b (often in p/.) a pleasurable thrill (did 
it ust for kicks, got a kack out of flying). 3 the recoil of 
a gun when discharged. o kick about (or around, 
collog. 1 a drift idly from place to place. b be unused 
or unwanted. 2 a treat roughly or scornfully. 
b discuss (an idea) unsystematically. kick against 
the pricks see prick. kick ass (or some ass) 
WN. Amer. coarse slang act forcefully or in a domineer- 
ing manner (cf. kick-ass). kick the bucket s/ang die. 
kick one’s heels see 111.'. kick in become acti- 
vated, start. kick in the pants (or teeth) collog. a 
humiliating punishment or setback. kick off 
1 a Football begin or resume a match. b collog. 
begin. 2 remove (shoes etc.) by kicking. kick over 
the traces see rracr*. kick up (or kick up a fuss 
etc.) collog. create a disturbance; object or register 
strong disapproval. kick up one’s heels frolic. 
kick a person upstairs ol/og. shelve a person by 
giving him or her ostensible promotion or a title. 
[Middle English] 0 kicker n. 

kick-ass adj. .V. Amer. coarse slang forceful, aggressive, 
domineering (cf. kick ass (Kick)). 

kickback n. collog. 1 the force of a recoil. 2 (usu. 
legal) payment for help or favours, esp. in business. 

kick-boxing 7». a form of boxing characterized 
by the use of blows with the feet as well as with 
gloved fists. 

kick-down n. Brit. a device for changing gear in a 
motor vehicle by full depression of the accelerator. 

kick drum 7. collog. a bass drum played using a 
pedal. > prum kK" 

kick-off 1. 1 Football the start or resumption of a 
match. 2 (in phr. for a kick-off) Bri. collog. a start 
(that’s wrong for a kick-off }. 

kickstand 7. a rod attached to a bicycle or motor- 
cycle and kicked into a vertical position to support 
the vehicle when stationary 

kick-start e 7. (also kick-starter) a 
device to start the engine of a motorcycle 
etc. by the downward thrust of a pedal. 
@ «/rx Lstart (a motorcycle etc.) in this way, 
2 start or restart (a process etc.) by provid- 
ing some initial impetus 

kick-turn 7. a standing turn in skiing. 

kid'e 7. 1a young goat. 2 the leather made 
from its skin. 3 collog. a child or young 
person. @ vin’, (kidded, kidding) (of a 
goat) give birth. handle with kid 
gloves handle in a gentle, delicate, or 

tactful manner. kids’ stuff 
slang something very simple. [from Old 
Norse kith| 

kid? v. (kidded, kidding) co/log. 1 t. & refl 
deceive, trick. 2 &© G int tease (only 
kidding). 0 no kidding (or kid) sang that is 
the truth. o kidder rn. kiddingly adv. 

kid brother 7. (also kid sister) colloq. 
a younger brother or sistet 

kiddie 7x. (also kiddy) 
=kip'n. 3, 

kiddo 1. (pl. -os) collog. (esp. as a form of 
address) 

kidnap «./; (kidnapped, kidnapping; ['\S kid- 
naped, kidnaping; carry off (a 


excessively 


pl. -ies) collog. 


Kin) a. 3 


person tle 


Pt2 


killjoy 


KIDNEY 


In the human body, the 
two kidneys, each up to 
12 cm (5 in) long, are 
located at the rear of 
the abdomen. They 
each contain some 

one million filtering 
units, which process 


cortex | 
medulla 


renal 
pyramid 


renal ~- 
column 


the blood, regulating 
both the volume of 
water within the body 
and levels of salts within 
body fluids. Most water and 
virtually all nutrients are 


renal pelvis 


| reabsorbed into the blood. tes 
while excess water and waste tena cava 
products are expelled from 
the body as urine. aorta 


STRUCTURE AND LOCATION 
OF THE HUMAN KIDNEYS 


by illegal force or deception, esp. to obtain a 
ransom. {based on archaic slang nap ‘to nab, steal’| 
0 kidnapper 7. 

kidney 1. (//. -eys) 1 A cither of a pair of organs in 
the abdominal cavity of mammals, birds, and 
reptiles, which remove nitrogenous wastes from the 
blood and excrete urine. > URINARY 
sysrrm. 2 the kidney of a sheep, ox, or pig as food. 
[Middle English] 

kidney bean 7. a kidney-shaped bean, esp. a dark 
red one from a dwarf French bean plant. > puisi 

kidney dish 2. a kidney-shaped dish, esp. one used 
In surgery. 

kidney machine 7. = \xiiriciaL KIDNEY. 


LNDOGRINI,, 


kid sister see KID BROTHTR. 
kieselguhr /kee-zél-goor/ n. a soft friable porous 
deposit formed of fossil diatoms, used as a filter, 
filler, insulator, etc., in various manufacturing pro- 
cesses. [German, from Aiesel ‘gravel’ + dialect Gui 
‘earthy deposit ’| 
Kikuyu e 7. (~/. same or Kikuyus) 1 a member of 
an agricultural people forming the largest Bantu- 
speaking group in Kenya. 2 the language of this 
people. @ ad. of or relating to this people or their 
language. [native name] 
kilim @ 7. <a pile- 
less woven carpet, 
rug, etc., made in 
Turkey, Kurdistan, 
and neighbouring 
areas. @ atirth.ad). 
designating such a 
carpet, rug, etc. 
[from Persian gefim| 
kill e vt 1a de- 
prive of life or vi- 
tality; put to death; 
cause the death of. 
b (absol.) cause or 
bring about death 
(must kill to survive). 
2 destroy; put an 
end to (feelings 
etc.). 3 reff. (often 
foll. by pres. part.) 


collog. a overexert 
oneself. b laugh 
heartily. 4 collog. 


overwhelm {a per- 
son) with amuse- 
ment, delight, etc. 
KILIM: MODERN 5 switch off (a 
PURKISH KILIM spotlight, engine, 


RIGHT KIDNEY 
(CROSS-SECTION) 


LEFT 
KIDNEY 


renal 
artery 


7 ~ renal 
vein 


“renal 
capsule 


jd 


Al 


etc.). 6 collog. delete (a line, paragraph, etc.) from 
a computer file. 7 collog. cause pain or discomfort to 
(my feet are killing me). 8 pass (time), usu. while wait- 
ing for a specific event (had an hour to kill before the 
interview). 9 defeat (a bill in Parliament). 10 a Tennis 
etc. hit (the ball) so skilfully that it cannot be 
returned. b stop (the ball) dead. 11 neutralize or 
render ineffective (taste, sound, colour, etc.) (thick 
carpet killed the sound of footsteps). @ n. 1 an act of 
killing (esp. an animal). 2 an animal or animals 
killed, esp. by a hunter. 3 collog. the destruction or 
disablement of an enemy aircraft, submarine, etc. 
o dressed to kill dressed showily, seductively, or 
impressively. in at the kill present at or benefiting 
from the successful conclusion of an enterprise. 
kill off 1 get rid of or destroy completely. 2 (of an 
author) bring about the death of (a fictional char- 
acter). kill two birds with one stone achieve 
two aims at once. kill with kindness spoil 
(a person) with oversindulgence. [Middle English] 

killer n. 1 a a person, animal, or thing that kills. 
b a murderer. 2 collog. a an impressive, formidable, 
or excellent person or thing. b a hilarious joke. 
c a decisive blow (fis brilliant header proved to be 
the killer). 

killer bee 1. collog. an Africanized honey bee. 

kaller cell x. Physiol. a white blood cell which 
destroys infected or cancerous cells. 

killer instinct 7. 1 an innate tendency to kill. 
2 a ruthless streak. 

killer whale 2. a voracious cetacean, Orcinus orca, 
with a white belly and prominent dorsal fin. 

killifish 7. (p/. usu. same) ¥ any small freshwater or 
brackish-water fish of the family Cyprinodontidac 
or Poeciltidae, often brightly coloured and kept in 
aquaria. 


KILLIFISH: STEEL- 
BLUE \PHYOSEMION 


(Aphyosemion gardnert) 


killing e@ 7. 1 a the causing of death. b an instance 
of this. 2 a great (esp. financial) success (make 
a killing). @ adj. collog. 1 overwhelmingly funny. 
2 exhausting; very strenuous. 0 killingly adv. 
killing bottle x. a bottle containing poisonous 
vapour to kill insects collected as specimens. 
killjoy 7. a person who throws gloom over or 
prevents other people’s enjoyment. 


kiln 


insulated lining 


KILN STACKED WITH POTTERY FOR FIRING 

kiln 7. A a furnace or oven for burning, baking, or 
drying, esp. for calcining lime or firing pottery etc. 
[from Latin culina ‘kitchen’| 

kiln-dry »/r (-ies, -ied) dry in a kiln. 

kilo /kee-loh/ 7. (pi. -os) 1 a kilogram. 2 a kilo- 
metre. [French: abbreviation] 

kilo- /kil-oh/ comb. form denoting a factor of 1,000 
(esp. i metric units). 

kilobyte n. Computing 1,024 (i.e. 2") bytes as a 
measure of memory size. : 

kilocalorie 7. = Caton. 2. 

kilocycle x. a former measure of frequency, equiva- 
lent to | kilohertz. 

kilogram 7. (also -gramme) the SI unit of mass 
(approx. 2.205 Ib). 

kilohertz n. a measure of frequency equivalent to 
1,000 cycles per second. 

kilojoule /kil-6-jool/ n. 1.000 joules, esp. as a 
measure of the energy value of foods 

kilolitre 7. (US -liter) },000 litres (equivalent to 
220 imperial gallons). 

kilometre 2. ((/S kilometer) a metric unit of 
measurement equal to 1,000 metres (approx. 0.62 
miles). 

kiloton 7. (also kilotonne) a unit of explosive 
power equivalent to 1,000 tons of TNT. 

kilovolt 7. | O00 volts. 

kilowatt n. 1.000 watts. 

kilowatt-hour 7. a measure of electrical energy 
equivalent to a power consumption of 1,000 watts 
for one hour. ; 

kilt 7. 1 a skirtlike garment, usu. of pleated tartan 
cloth and reaching to the knees, traditionally worn 
by Highland men. 2 a similar garment worn 
by women and children. [from Scandinavian] 
o kilted ad). 

kilter 7. (also kelter) good working order (esp. out of 
halter). {17th-century coinage] 

kimono 7. (//. -os) 1 ® a long 
loose Japanese robe worn 
with a sash. 2 a European 
dressing gown modelled on 
this. [ Japanese, 
‘wearing’? + 
0 kimonoed ad). 

kin @ 7. one’s relatives or 
family. @ predic.adj. (of a per- 
son) related (we are kin: he ws 
kin to me). kith and kin see 
nirH. mext of kin see Nix! OF KIN 
{Old English | 

kind! 7.1 a a race or species (human 
kind). b a natural group of animals, 
plants, ete. (the wolf kind). 2 class, type. 
sort. variety. 3 the manner or fashion 
natural to a person etc. (érue to kind) 


from ki 


mono ‘thing’ 


KIMONO: TRADITIONAL JAPANESI 


KIMONQO (SASH NOT SHOWN 


oin kind 1 in the same form, likewise (was insulted 
and rephed in kind). 2 (of payment) in goods or 
labour not money (received their wages in kind). 3 in 
character or quality (d2ffer in degree bul not in kind). 
kind of collog. to some extent (/ kind of expected 
it). a kind of used to imply looseness, vague- 
ness, exaggeration, etc., in the term used 
(I suppose he’s a kind of doctor). of a kind 1 denog 
scarcely deserving the name {a choir of a kind). 
2 similar in some important respect (they're two 
of a kind). one’s own kind those with whom 
one has much in common. [Old English] 


m Usage In sense 2, these (or those) kind is often 
encountered when followed by a plural, as in 
T don’t like these kind of films, but thes kind or these 
kinds is usually preferable, e.g. J don’t like thas 
(or that) kind of film, I don’t like these (or those) kinds 
of films. 


kind? adj. 1 friendly, generous, benevolent, or 
gentle. 2 (usu. foll. by éo) showing friendliness, affec- 
tion, or consideration. 3 affectionate. [Old English, 
originally in sense ‘natural, native’| 

kindergarten 7. an establishment for pre-school 
learning. [German, literally ‘children’s garden’| 

kind-hearted adj. of a kind disposition. 0 kind- 
heartedly adv. kind-heartedness n. 

kindle ». 1 ¢& light or set on fire (a flame, fire, 
substance. etc.). 2 inér. catch fire. burst into flame. 
3 ty, arouse or inspire (enthusiasm, jealousy, etc.). 
4 intr. become animated, glow with passion etc. (her 
imagination kindled). [from Old Norse kynda| 

kindling 2. small sticks etc. for hghting fires 

kindly! adv. 1 in a kind manner (spoke to the child 
kindly). 2 often iron. used in a polite request or 
demand (kindly acknowledge this letter; kindly leave me 
alone). 0 take a thing kindly like or be pleased by 
it. take kindly to be pleased by or endeared to (a 
person or thing) 

kindly* adj. (kindlier, kindliest) 1 kind, kind- 
hearted. 2 (of climate etc.) pleasant, genial. o kind- 
lily adv. kindliness 7. 

kindness n. 1 the state or quality of being kind. 
2 a kind act. 

kindred e ». 1 one’s relations, collectively. 2 a rela- 
tionship by blood. 3 a resemblance or affinity in 
character. @ adj. 1 related by blood or marriage 
2 allied or similar in character (other kindred symp- 
toms). [kin + Old English reden ‘condition’ 

kindred spirit 2. a person whose character and 
outlook have much mm common with one’s own. 

kine archaic pl. of cow! 

kinematics 77,/)/. (usu. treated as sim.) the branch of 
mechanics concerned with the mouon of objects 
without reference 
motion. [based on Greek hinéma -matos ‘mouon’} 
oO kinematic adj. 

kinetic ad). of or due to motion, [from Greek 

kinehikos| 0 kinetically adv 


to the forces which cause the 


kinetic art 7. a form of art 
that depends on movement 
for its effect. 
kinetic energy 7. energy 
which a body possesses by 
virtue of being in motion, 
kinetics 7.//. (usu. treated 
as sing.) 1 = pynamics la 
2 the branch of physical 
chemustrv 01 
with 


biochemistry 

concerned measuring 
and studying the rates of chemical or 
biochemical reactions 

kinetic theory 7. a theory which 
explains the physical properues of 
matter in terms of the motions of it 
constituent particles 

kinfolk .\. Amer. 

king 7. I (as a title usu. King) a male 
sovereign, esp. the hereditary ruler of 
an independent state. 2 a person o1 


var. Of KINSFOLK 


thing pre-eminent in a specified Fie 
field or class (railway king). 3 (attrib) 
a large (or the largest) kind of 
plant, animal, etc. (king penguin). 
4 Chess the piece on each side 
which the opposing side has to 
checkmate to win. & CuHtss. 

5 a piece in draughts with 
extra capacity for moving, 


made by crowning an ordin- KING: 
ary piece that has reached PLAYING-CARD 
the opponent’s baseline. 6 » KING 


a playing card bearing a repre- 
sentation of a king and usu. ranking next below 
an ace. [Old English] o kinglike adj. kingly ad). 
kingliness 7. kingship 7. 
kingbolt 7. = Kincpin. 
King Charles spaniel 7. ¥ a 
spaniel of a small black, tan, 
and white breed. 


- KING 
CHARLES SPANIEL 


king cobra 7. a large and venomous hooded 
{Indian snake, Ophiophagus hannah. 

king crab nr. 1 = Horsesnor cris. 2 US any of 
various large edible spider crabs 

kingcup 1. Bri. a marsh marigold. 

kingdom 7. I an organized community headed by 
a king. 2 the territory subject to a king. 3 a the spir- 
itual reign attributed to God (Thy kingdom come) 
b the sphere of this (Aingdom of heaven). 4a domain 
belonging to a person, animal, etc. 5 a province of 
nature (ihe plant kingdom). 6 a specified mental or 
emotional province (Aingdom of the heart). 0 king- 
dom come collog. eternity; the next world. [Old 
English] 

kingfisher 7. any bird of the family Alcedinidae, 
with a long sharp beak, diving for fish in rivers etc., 
esp. Alcedo atthis, a small European bird with bright 
blue plumage. 

King James Bible 7. (also King James Version) 
= AU LHORIZLD VERSION. 

kingmaker 7. a person who makes kings, leaders 
etc., through the exercise of political influence. 

king of beasts #. the lion. 

king of birds 7. the eagle 

kingpin 7. 1 aa main or large bolt in a central pos- 
iuon. b a vertical bolt used as a pivot. 2 an essential 
person or thing, esp. in a complex system. 

king post 7. an upright post from the tie-beam of 
a roof to the apex of a truss 

king prawn 7. a large edible prawn of the genus 
Penaeus, common esp. in Australasia. 


King’s Counsel 7. (in the UK) = Qursn’s Counst. 
King’s English 7. = Qi 10n’s ENGiisn 
King’s evidence n. Brit. Lave = Quin’s evipeNnci 
King’s Guide 7. (in the UK) = Ouren’s Guint 
King’s highway ». Bril. = Quitn’s HIGHWAY. 
king-size adj. (also king-sized) very large 
king’s ransom 7. a fortune 
King’s Scout n. (in the UK) = Quren’s Scout 
King’s Speech 7». (in the UK) = Ovurn’s Sr 
P i 
kink e 7. 1 aa short backward twist in wire or 
tubing etc. b a tight wave in hair. 2 a mental twist 
or quirk. @ viniz, & tr. form or cause to form a kink 


[from Middle Low German Ainh 


kinkajou 


kinkajou /kink-j-joo/ 7. < 
a Central and S. American 
nocturnal fruit-eating mamunal, 
Potos flavus, with a prehensile tail 
and living in trees. [French qum- 
cajou trom Algonquian] 

kinky aq. (kinkier, kinkiest) 
1 collog. a given to or involving 
bizarre or unusual sexual be- 
haviour b (of clothing ete.) 
bizarre in a sexually provoca- 
tive way, 2 swange, eccentric. 
3 having kinks or twists. 
Okinkily ad: kinkiness n. 
kinsfolk 1.p/. ‘also Amer. 
kinfolk) one’s relations by 
blood. 

kinship 7. 1 blood rela- 


characteristics or origins. 
kinsman 7. (//. -men: /em. 
kinswoman, /)/.-women) la 


blood relation or (loosely) a rela- 
KINKAJOU 


(Potas flavus) 


one’s own tribe or people, 

kiosk 7, 1 a light open-tronted 
booth from which food, newspapers, ickets, ctc., 
are sold. 2 a telephone box. 3 .tustra/ a building 
in which refreshments are served in a park, zoo. etc. 
[from Persian guy | 

kip!’ Brit. slang @ nv. 1 a sleep. 2 a bed or cheap 
lodging house. @ cin |kipped, kipping) sicep. 
[18th-century comage| 

kip? 7. tusfral. slang a small piece of wood from 
which coins are spun in the game of two-up. 
{Middle English; 

kipper e@ 7. a kippered fish, esp. herring. 
ei.fecure a herrme ete. by splitting open, salt- 
ing, and drying in the open air or smoke. 
[Middle Enelish| 

kipper tie 7. a brightly coloured and very wide tc. 

Kar /keer/ n. prop a drink made from dry white 
wine and blackcurrant liqueur, [named after 
Canon Felix Av. 1876 1968. saict to have vented 
the recipe] 

kirby grip vn. (also Kirbigrip oops Brit. a type 
of sprung hairgrip. [from Agdy. part of original 
manufacturer's name ] 

Kirghiz var of Kyacyz. 

kirk », Sc. & .\.Eng/. 1a church. 2 (the Kirk or the 
Kirk of Scotland) the Church of Scotland. [Old 
English | 

Kirk-session 7. the lowest court in the Church 
of Scotlanel 

kirsch /keersh/ 7, vitlso kirschwasser /keersh- 
vas-er/ a brandy distilled from the fermented juice 
of cherries. [from German Anwhe ‘cherry’ (Hasse 
‘water | 

kismet 77. clestiny, late. [from Arabic Anas 

kiss @ :/r Dtouch with the lips, esp. as a sign of love. 
affection, greeting, or reverence, 2 express (@reect- 
ing or farewell) im this way. 3 aésel. pol two persons) 
touch cach other's lips in this way. 4 talso absol.) 
vol a snooker ball ete. ia motion) tightly touch 
vanother ball. @ 7. 1 a touch with the lips. 2 the 


sheht impact when one snooker ball ete. helitly 


touches another 3a small sweeuneat or piece of 


conlectioncry, kiss a person’s arse coare slang act 


obsequiously towards a person. kiss the dust 
subnit abjectly: be overthrown. kiss goodbye to 
rallag. accept the Joss of [Old Enghsh| a kissable 
ad). 

kiss-curl ». a small curl of hair on the forehead, at 
the nape, or in frontof the ear 

kisser 7. 1 a person who kisses. 2 séave the mouth: 
the lace. 

kissing cousin 7. alsi) kissing kin «v kind a 
distant relative c@iven a formal kiss on occasional 
meeunges) 


tionship. 2 the sharing of 


tion by marriage. 2 a member of 


KITE 


a z edn 

Kites were first developed aes 
a pormil 

more than 2,500,years ago 

by the ancient Chinese, 

who use d them ae ac i Me 

reconnaissance m Date BON KIFE 

and to bear archers aloft 

over the enemy. Today, kites 

are flown both as a pasume vent 

and as a sport. A basic kite 

consists of a nylon-covered Pretri 


(frame supported by spars. 
Launched and held aloli 
by rising wind currents, the 


dowel spar 


bea zy bead 
kite is controlled from the fenton 
eround by a flying Jine. adjuster) 


OPHER TEES Ow, ———— 


WEIN 


eri (tite: 


kissing gate n. Bri/. a gate hung in a V- or 
U-shaped enclosure, leting one person through at 
a time 

kiss of death 1. an apparently friendly act which 
Causes ruin. 

kiss-off 1. esp. N. mer slang an abrupt or rude 
dismissal. 

kiss of life 1. mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. 

kiss of peace v7. [:v¢/, a ceremonial kiss, esp. curing 
the Eucharist, as a sign of unity. 

kissogram 7. also Kissagram prop) Bri. a 
novelty telegram or greetings message delivered 
with a kiss. 

kite. 1a set of articles, equipment, or clothing 
necded for a specific purpose first-aid — Aut: 
hieyele-repan Kil). 2 Brit. Uae clothing ete. needed lor 
any achivity, esp. sport ( fealhall kit), 3 a set of all 
the parts needed to assemble a piece of furniture, 
amodel, ct. @ i./e (kitted, kitting) often foll. by oul, 
up esp. Bri. equip with the appropriate clothing or 
tools. [from Middle Dutch Acie wooden vessel] 

kit? 1. 1a kitten. 2.4 young fox, badger, ete. 

kitbag ». a large. usu. cylindrical bag used for 
carrying a soldiers, traveller's, or sportsman’s 
equipment, 

kitchen 7. 1 a the room or area where food is 
prepared and cooked. b kitchen fiunents or units, 
esp. as sold together. 2. a/vthy of or belonging to the 
kitchen (helechen Anifer kitchen tabla. \based on Latin 
COGUETE LO COL 1k’ | 

kitchen cabinet #. a group of unofficial advisers. 

kitchenette 7. a small kitchen or part of a room 
Hitted as a kitchen, 

kitchen garden », a garden where vegetables and 
someumes fruit or herbs are grown, 


EAI 
Walt 
: ‘ 
ALROLOT ~tri-D 
KITL. KIEL 


kitten heel 


cell 


venl 


longeron 
fvertical 
dowel spar) 


cross- spar 


ripstop 
nylon 
cover 


trailing 
edge 


: 

kitchen midden ». a prehistoric refuse-heap 
Which marks an anqent settlement. 

kitchen roll, Bri. a voll of absorbent paper for 
cleaning up spillages ete. 

kitchen-sink a/(ri/.ad. (in art forms) depicting 
extreme realism, esp. drabness or sordidness 
tKutchen sink school of painting: kitchen-sink drama). 

kitchen tea 1. .lusiral. & Na party held betore 
a wedding to which female guests bring items of 
kitchen equipment as presents. 

kitchenware nv. the utensils used in the kitchen. 

kite @ 7. L Aa toy consisting of a light framework 
with thin material stretched! over it, flown in the 
wind at the end of a long string. 2 any of various 
soaring birds of prey esp. of the genus Vides with 
long wings and usu. a forked tail. 3° Brit. slang 
an aeroplane, 4 sfang a fraudulent cheque, bill, or 
receipt, 5 Geom. a quadrilateral figure symmetrical 
about onc ciagonal. @ 7. 1 int: soar like a kite. 2 tr 
(also absol.) slang originate or (fraudulent 
cheques, bills, or receipts). [Old English] 


pass 


Kitemark ». an official kite-shaped mark on goods 
approved by the British Standards Institution. 

kith ». 0 kith and kin friends and relations. {Old 
English 


kitsch /kich/ n. yolten attrib.) garish, tasteless, or 
sentimental art (Ad/seh plastic models of the raval family). 
[German] 0 kitschiness 1. kitschy «dj. 

kitten @ 1. 1 a young cat. 2 a young ferret cte. 
erin, S trol acat ete.) give birth or give birth to. 
o have kittens callog. be extremely upset, anxious, 
or nervous, [from Old French chitown] 

kitten heel ». a type of low becl on a woman's 


shoe. 


kittenish 


kittenish adj. 1 like a young cat; playful and 
lively. 2 flirtatious, coy. a kittenishly ad:. 
kittenishness /. 

kittiwake n. a small gull of the genus Rissa, esp. 
Rissa tridactyla of the N. Adantic and Arctic Oceans. 

kitty! x. (pl. -ies) 1 a fund of money for communal 
use. 2 the pool in some card games. 3 the jack in 
bowls. [1 9th-century coinage] 

kitty? 7. (pl. -ies) a pet name or a child’s name for 
a kitten or cat. 

kitty-corner (also  kitty-cornered, cater- 
cornered, catty-corner(ed)) .V. Amer @ ad). 
placed or situated diagonally. e adv. diagonally. 
[based on dialect cater ‘diagonally’ | 

kiwi 7. (/)/. kiwis) 1 v a flightless New Zealand bird 

of the genus Apteryx with 

hairlike feathers and a 

long bill. 2 (Kawa) collog. 

a New Zealander. 

[Maori] 


2 


KIWI: 
BROWN KIWI 


(Apteryx australé 


kiwi fruit 7. < the fruit of a climbing 

plant, Actinidia canensis, having a thm 
hairy skin, green flesh, and black 
seeds. 

kJ abbr, kilojoule(s) 

KKK «hh. CS Ku Klux Nan. 

KI abby. kilolitve(s). 

Klansman 7. (//. -men; jem. 
Klanswoman, //. -women) a 
member of the Ku Klux Klan. 

klaxon 7. prop. a horn or warning 
hooter. fname of the manufacturer| 

Kleenex 7. | )/. same or Kleenexes 
propr a paper handkerchief, 

kleptomania /. a recurrent urge to 

steal. [based on Greck Aleptes “thie!” 
okleptomaniac 1. & ad). 
Klondike 7. a source of valuable material. [from 

Alondike in Yukon, Canada, where gold was found 
(1896)] ; 

kludge n. collog. something hastily or badly put 
together. [invented word, perhaps influenced by 

BobG). and runGt, a 

klutz n. esp. .\. Amer collog. 1a clumsy, awkward 
person. 2 a a [from German Alofz “wooden 
block’| a khutzy ad). 

km abby. kilometre(si. 

kn. abbr Naul. knot(s) (see KNOTT nN. 2: 
knack nr. 1 a faculty of doing a thing 

2 a trick or habit. [Middle English] 

knacker Bril.e 7. La buyer of horses, cattle, etc. for 
slaughter. 2 a buyer of old houses, ships, ete, for die 
materials, @ 7/7 slang 1 kill. 2 (csp. as knack- 
ered adj.) exhaust, wear out. {1}8th-century 
comage, in sense ‘old or worn out horse’| 

knap! ». chiefly dal. the crest of a hill or of 
rising ground. [Old Enghish] 

knap® 1; \(knapped, knapping) break 

(stones for roads or building, fints, 

or Austral. orc) with a hammer. 

[Middle Enghsh| o knapper ». 

knapsack 2. a soldicr’s or hiker’s bag 
with shoulder straps, carried on the back. 

[Middle Low German| 

knapweed 7. » any of 
various plants of the genus 

Centaurea. with thistle-like 

purple flowers. {Micelle 

English, based on Anop tuft’) 


KIWI FRUIT 
(etinidia 
chinensis) 


1). 
adroitly 


KNAPWEED: 
COMMON 
KN APWEED 

(Genlaurea nigra) 


knave 7. 1 a rogue, a scoundrel. 2 = jack 7. 2. [Old 
English enafa ‘boy, servant’, from West Germanic| 
o knavery 7. (pi. -ies) knavishness 7. knavish 
adj. knavishly ado. 

knead »./7, 1 a work (a yeast mixture, clay, etc.) into 
dough, paste, ete., by pummelling and folding. 
b make (bread, pottery. etc.) in this way. 2 blend or 
weld together (kneaded them into a unified group). 
3 massage (muscles etc.) as if kneading. [Old 
English] 0 kneader 7. kneadable ad). 

knee e 7. 1 a (often atid.) ¥ the joint between the 
thigh and the lower leg in humans. & joint. b the 
corresponding joint in other animals. ¢ the arca 
around this. d the upper surface of the thigh of a 
sitting person; the lap {held her on his knee). 2 the part 
of a garment covering the knee. 3 anything resem- 


bhng a knee in shape or position, esp. a piece of 


wood or iron bent at an angle, a sharp turn in 
a graph, etc. @ v. (knees, kneed, kneeing) 1 / 
touch or strike with the knee (Aneed the ball past him: 
kneed him in the groin). 2. Brit. collog. a tr. cause (twousers 
etc.) to bulge at the knee. b intr (of trousers etc.) 
bulge at the knee (lend fo knee). O bend (or bow) the 
knee I kneel in submission, worship, or supplica- 
tion, 2 submit. bring to its (or his or her} knees 
reduce (a thing or person) to a state of weakness or 
submission. on (or on one’s) bended knee (or 
knees) kneeling, esp. in supplication, submission, 
or worship. [Old English] 


vastus medialis 


muscle vastus 
lateralty 
; muscle 
yynorial 
fluid 
synovial 
membrane 
patella 
(kneecap) 
‘ 


fem 


articular — i 


cartilage 


internal 
ligaments 


extornal 


ligaments 
tibialis % 
anteria 


muscle ™ fibula 


KNEE: HUMAN LEG SHOWING ‘HITE KRNEL 


knee-bend 7. the action of bending the knee, esp. 
as a physical exercise. 

knee-breeches 77,/2/, ¢lose-[itting trousers reaching 
to or just below the knee 

kneecap ev. } the convex bone in front of the knee 
joint. & anu. 2 a protective covering lor the knee. 
® «./; |-capped, -capping) co/log. shoot ya person) 
in the knee or leg as a punishment. oO knee- 
capping ”. 

knee-deep «dj. 1 \usu. foll. by a) a immersed up to 
the knees. b deeply involved. 2 so deep as to reach 
the knees. 
knee-high ad. & adv. so high as to reach the 
knecs. G knee-high to a grasshopper very 
small or very voung. 

- kneehole 7. a space for the knees, esp. under a 
desk (often altrth: knechole desk 

a sudden involuntary kick caused 

knee. 


SLCTC( typed 


knee-jerk e 1. 

by a blow on the tendon just below the 
@ altribad predictable, 
va knee-jerk reaction). 


auloniatle, 


knee joint 7). b= kui. 7. la, b. 2a joint made of two 
pieces hinged together, 

(fast anc past part. knelt or esp. (1S 

[Old 


kneel @.771/): 
kneeled) [all or rest on the knees or a knee. 


English] 


Knight Templar 


knee-length ad. reaching the knees. 

kneeler 7. 1 a hassock or cushion used for kneeling. 
2 a person who kneels. 

knees-up 2». Brit. collog. a lively party or gathering, 

knell e 1. 1 the sound of a bell, esp. when rung 
solemnly for a death or funeral. 2 an announce- 
ment, event, etc., regarded as a solemn warning of 
clisaster, @ @ 1 int: a (of a bell) ring solemnly, esp. for 
a death or funcral. b make a doleful or ominous 
sound. 2 f proclaim by or as by a knell (knelled the 
death of all their hopes). Oring the knell of announce 
or herald the end of. [Old English] 

knelt pas! and past part. of KNruL. 

knew pas! of KNOW. 

Knickerbocker Glory 7. Bri. ice cream served 
with other ingredients in a tall glass. 

knickerbockers 7.//. » loose-fitting 
breeches gathered at the knee or calf. 
[named after Diedrich Anickerbocker, 
pretended author of W. Irving’s Hasfory 
of New bork (1809)] 

knickers 7.p/. 1 Brit. a woman’s or 
ants undergarment covering 
the body from the waist or 
hips to the top of the thighs 
and having lee-holes or separ- 
ate legs. 2.N. Amer a knickerbockers. 
b a boy’s short trousers. 3 (as it.) 
Brit. slang an expression of contempt. 

knick-knack 1. (also nick-nack; 
1 a uscless and usually worthless 
ornament: a trinket. 2 a small. 
dainty article of furniture, dress, ete. 
[reduplication of archaic knack 
‘winket | o knick-knackery ». 

knife e ». (p/. knives) 1 aa nictal 
blade used as a cutting tool with 
usu. one long sharp edge fixed 
rigidly in a handle or hinged 
icf punk). ba similar tool 
used as a weapon, 2 a cutting 
blade forming part of a ma- 
chine. 3 (as the knife) co//og. 
a surgical operation or operations. @ uv. 1 / cut or 
stab with a knife. 2 & s/ang bring about the defeat of 
ya person: by underhand means. 3 uz (usu. fol. by 
through) cut or cut its way bke a knilc. o get one’s 
knife into treat maliciously or vindictively. [from 
Old Norse snifr| 0 knifelike ad. 

knife-edge ». 1 the edge of a knife. 2 a position of 
extreme danger or uncertainty. 3 a stecl wedge on 
which a pendulum ete. oscillates. 4 = arért. 


Anicker- 
backers 


KNICKERBOCKERS: 
1920s PLUS-TWo 
KNIGKERBOGKERS 


knife-grinder 7. a travelling sharpener of knives 
A ee 
knife-pleat 7. a narrow flat pleat on a skirt ctc.. 
usu, overlapping another. 
knifepoint 7. the poimted end of a knife. o at 
knifepoint threatencd with a knife or an ulti- 
mMatum cite, 
knight e 7. 1 a man awarded a non-hereditary tie 
Sin) by a sovercign. 2 Aol. aa man, usu. noble, 
raised esp, by a sovereign to honourable military 
rank alter service as a page and squire. | 
inakp. ba military follower or attendant. esp. of a 
lacy AaNpion in a war or tournament, 
3 Gheyy a piece usu. shaped like a horse’s head. 
D> ciias. @ l/r conter a knighthood on. [Old English 
cniht youth, hero’| o knighthood », knightly ad). 


€ adi poet. 


HOUSE. 


as her ck 


knight commander sve commanvik 2. 

knight errant 7, 1 a medieval knight wandering in 
search of chivalrous adventures. 2 aman of a chiv- 
alrous or quixotic nature. O knight-errantry 1. 

Knight Hospitaller 7. | //. Knights Hospi- 
tallers) a member of an order of monks with a 
inilitary history, founded at Jerusalem ¢. 1050. 


Knight Templar » 
a member of 
the protection of 

edin 1512 


(pl Knights Templars; /i./ 
a religious and military order ton 
pilgrims to the Holy Land 
suppress 


kniphofia 


KNIT 

The earliest known samples of true knitting 
date from 7th-century Arabia. Modern knit- 
ting still consists of the creation of a continu- 
ous looped fabric using a length of yarn and 
two or more eyeless needles. The combina- 
tion of knit, purl, and other stitches, together 
with coloured yarns and needles of varying 
size, can produce an enormous diversity of 
sophisticated effects and textures. 


knitting needle , 


working yarn 
stitch 


cast-on edge 


\ worked lines 


DEMONSTRATION 
OF MAR OWKNIT SbITCH 


kniphofia /ni-foh-fia/ n. a tall ornamental plant 
of the genus Aniphofia (lily family), with long spikes 
or dense racemes of red, yellow, or orange flowers, 
e.g. the red-hot poker. > Rgep-Hor poker. [named 
after J.H. Aniphof, German botanist, 1704-63] 
knit e « (knitting; pail and pas/ pari. knitted or 
(esp. in senses 2-4) knit) 1 ¢ (also abso/.) a & make 
(a garment, blanket, etc.) by interlocking loops of 
esp. wool with knitting needles. b make (a garment 
etc.) with a knitting machine. ¢ make (a plain stitch) 
in knitting (Anzt one, purl one). 2 a tr. contract (the 
forehead) in vertical wrinkles. b mir (of the fore- 
head) contract; frown. 3 . G intr, make or become 
close or compact (a close-knit group). 4 intr, (of parts of 
a broken bone) become joined; heal. @ n. knitted 
material or a knitted garment. O knit up I make or 
repair by knitting. 2 conclude, finish, or end. [Old 
English| o knitter n. 

knitting 7. 1 a garment etc. in the process of bemg 
knitted. 2 a the act of knitting b an instance of 
this. 

knitting machine 7. a machine used for knitting 
garments etc. 

knitting needle 7. a thin pointed rod used esp. 
in pairs for knitting. > KNu 

knitwear 7. knitted garments. 

knives //. of Kxirt.. 

knob e 7, 1 a a rounded protuberance, esp. at the 
end or on the surface of a thing. b a handle of 
a door, drawer, etc., shaped like a knob. ¢ a knob- 
shaped attachnient for pulling, turning, etc. (press 
the knob under the desk). 2a small piece (of butter, coal, 
sugar, etc.). 3 esp. A. Amex a prominent round hill, 
4 coarse slang the penis. @ z./ (knobbed, knobbing) 
provide with a knob or knobs. 0 with knobs on 
Brit. slang that and more (used as a retort to an 
insult, in emphatic agreement, etc.) (and the same to 
jou with knoby on). from Middle Low German knobbe 
‘knot, knob, bud’] o knobby ad). 

knobble 7». Bri. a small knob. [Middle English] 
Oo knobbly ad}. (also. \. Amer). 

knobkerrie 1. a short stick with a knobbed head 
used as a weapon. esp. in S. Africa. [suggested by 
Atrikaans Anophierte| 

knock e 7. 1 a /. strike with an audible sharp blow 
(knocked the lable three limes}, b intr. strike, esp. a door 
to gain admittance (can you hear someone knocking?: 


b46 


TYPES OF KNITTING STITCH 


GARTER STITCH 


STOCKING STITCH 


Dal xa ba Ja 


BERRY STIECH 


DOUBLE NSS Sie 


7] 


BASK ETWEAV E 
STITCH 


SIX-STITCH 
CABLE 


knocked at the door). 2 tr. make (a hole, a dent, etc.) by 
knocking (Anock a hole in the fence). 3 tr. (usu. foll. by in, 
out, off, etc.) drive (a thing, a person, etc.) by striking 
(knocked the ball into the hole, knocked those ideas out of his 
head. knocked her hand away). 4 tr. collog. criticize. 5 intr. 
a (of a motor or other engine) make a thumping 
or ratuing noise. b = rink? 6 t&% Brit. slang make a 
strong impression on, astonish. @ n. 1 an act of 
knocking. 2 a sharp rap, esp. at a door. 3 an audible 
sharp blow. 4 the sound of knocking in an engine. 
2 knock about (or around) 1 strike repeatedly: 
treat roughly {knocked her about). 2 lead a wandering 
adventurous life; wander aimlessly. 3 be present 
without design or volition (there's a cup knocking aboul 
somewhere). 4 (usu. foll. by with) Brit. be associated 
socially (knocks aboul with his brother). knock against 
1 collide with. 2 come across casually. knock back 
1 collog. eat or drink, esp. quickly. 2 Brit. colloq. 
cisconcert. 3 reverse the progress of. 4 Austral. & 
N< collog. refuse, rebuff. knock the bottom out 
of see nortom. knock down 1 strike (esp. a person) 
to the ground. 2 demolish. 3 (usu. foll. by fo) (at an 
auction) dispose of (an article) to a bidder by a 
knock with a hammer (knocked the Picasso dowen to him 
Jor a million). 4 collog. \ower the price of (an article). 
53 take (machinery, furniture, etc.) to pieces for 
transportation. knock into a cocked hat see 
cockiD HAl. Knock into shape see snare. knock 
off 1 strike off with a blow. 2 co/log. a finish work 
(knocked off at 5.30). b finish (work) (Anocked off work 
early), 3 collog. dispatch (business). 4 collog. rapidly 
produce (a work of art, verses, etc.). 5 deduct 
(a sum) from a price, bill, etc. 6 slang steal. 7 Brit. 
coarse Slang offens. have sexual intercourse with (a 
woman). 8 s/ang kill. knock on Rugby drive (a ball) 
with the hand or arm towards the opponents’ goal 
lme. knock on the head IJ stun or kill (a person) 
by a blow on the head. 2 Brit. collog. put an end to 
(a scheme etc.). knock on (or knock) wood 
\. Amer. = touch wood. knock out 1 make (a person) 
unconscious by a blow on the head. 2 knock down 
(a boxer) for a count of 10, thereby winning the 
contest. 3 defeat, esp. in a knockout competition. 
4 vollog. astonish. 5 (vefl.) collog. exhaust (Anocked then- 
selvey out seeimming). 6 collog. make or write (a plan 
etc.) hastily. 7 empty (a tobacco pipe) by tapping. 
8 Austral., NZ, & US slang earn. knock sideways 
calleg. disconcert; astonish. knock one’s socks 
off sce sock’, knock spots off Bri. defeat casily. 


knot-garden 


knock together put together or assemble hastily 
or roughly. knock up 1 Bn. make hastily. 2 drive 
upwards with a blow. 3 a become exhausted or ill. 
b exhaust or make ill. 4 Br, arouse (a person) by a 
knock at the door. 5 Crickeé-score (runs) rapidly. 
6 esp. US slang make pregnant. 7 Bri. practise a ball 
game before formal play begins. take a (or the) 
knock be badly affected financially or emotionally. 
{Old English} 

knockabout e aiirib.ad;. 1 (of comedy) boisterous; 
slapstick. 2 (of clothes) suitable for rough use. 
3 Austral. of a farm or station handyman. e 2. 
1 Austral. a farm or station handyman. 2 a knock- 
about performer or performance. 

knock-back 7. Austral. & NZ collog. a refusal; 
a rebuff. 

knock-down e aifrb.adj. 1 (of a blow, misfortune, 
argument, etc.) overwhelming, 2 collog. (of a price) 
very low. 3 (of a price at auction) reserve. 4 (of fur- 
niture etc.) easily dismantled and reassembled. 5 (of 
an insecticide) rapidly immobilizing. @ n. Austral. 
& NZ slang an introduction (to a person). 

knocker 2. 1 a metal or wooden instrument hinged 
to’a door for knocking to call attention. 2 a person 
or thing that knocks. 3 (in pl.) coarse slang a woman’s 
breasts. 4 a person who buys or sells door to door. 
0 on the knocker 1 Bri. a (buying or selling) from 
door to door. b (obtained) on credit. 2 Austral. & NZ 
collog. promptly. 

knocker-up 7. Bri/. just. a person employed to rouse 
early workers by knocking at their doors or windows. 

knocking shop 7. Bril. s/ang a brothel, 

knock knees 7./)/. an abnormal condition with the 
legs curved inwards at the knee. 0 knock-kneed 
adj. 

knock-off 7. (often attrib.) collog. a copy or imitation 
made esp. for commercial gain. 

knock-on 7. Rugby an act of knocking on. 

knock-on effect 7. esp. Brit. a secondary, indirect, 
or cumulative effect. 

knockout vn. 1 the act of making unconscious by a 
blow. 2 Boxing etc. a blow that knocks an opponent 
out. 3 Brit, a competition in which the loser in each 
round is eliminated ‘also ait7zb: a knockout round). 
4 collog. an outstanding or irresistible person or thing. 

knockout drops ¢/. a drug added to a drink to 
cause unconsciousness. 

knock-up 7. Bri. a warm-up at tennis etc. 

knoll 7. a small hill or mound. [Old English cnoll 
‘hilltop’| 

knot'e 7. 1 a an intertwining of a rope, string, tress 
of hair, etc., with another, itself, or something else 
to jon or fasten together. b » a set method of tying 
a knot (a reef knot). c a ribbon etc. tied as an orna- 
ment and worn on a dress etc. d a tangle in hair, 
knitting, etc. 2 aa unit of a ship’s or aircraft's speed 
equivalent to one nautical mile per hour (see naur- 
ICAL MUL1.). B colleg. a nautical mile. 3 (usu. foll. by of) 
a group or cluster (a small knot of journalists at the gate). 
4 a bond or tie, esp. of wedlock. 5 a hard lump of 
issue in an animal or human body. 6 a a knob or 
protuberance im a stem, branch, or root. b a hard 
mass formed in a tree trunk at the intersection with 
a branch. ¢ a round cross-grained piece in timber 
where a branch has becn cut through. d a node on 
the stem of a plant. 7 a difficulty; a problem. 
8 a central point in a problem or the plot of a story 
etc. @ v. (knotted, knotting) 1 /: tie in a knot. 
2 t entangle. 3 t knit (the brows). 4 /r unite closely 
or intricately (Knotted together in intrigue). 5 a intr. make 
knots for fringing. b # make (a fringe) with knots. 
O at a rate of knots Brit. collog. very fast. 
get knotted! Bri. s/ang an expression of disbelief, 
annoyance, etc. tie in knots ¢ollog. baffle or 
confuse completely, [Old English] o knotting 7. 
(esp. m sense 5a of x). 

knot? 7, a small sandpiper, Calidris canutus. [Middle 
English] 

knot-garden 7. an intricatcly designed formal 
garden. 


KNOT 


Early people first tied knots in single-strand fibres, and around an object or to tie sails. Bends join two ropes of 
later in longer, thicker ropes. Modern knot types suit similar or different weight, while quick-release hitches 
specific purposes. Stopper knots prevent lines sliding can secure rope to a pole or ring, or tether animals. 
through the hands, and may add weight to the end of Loop knots may be dropped over an object, threaded 

a throwing line. Binding knots are used to fasten tightly _ through a ring, or tied around the wrist or waist. 


STOPPER KNOTS 


OVERHAND CROWN : 


KNOT KNOT 
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knotgrass 


knotgrass 7. 1 ® a common weed. Poly- 
gonum aviculare, with crecping stems and 
small pink flowers. 2 any of various 
other plants, esp. grasses, with jointed 
stems. 

knot-hole 7. a hole in a piece 
of timber where a knot has 
fallen out. 

knotty ad.  (knottier, 
knottiest) 1 full of knots. 
2 puzzling (a knolty problem). 

knotweed ». 4 plant of the fam- 
ily Polygonaceae, esp. Reynoutria 
japonica, a fast-growing Japan- 
ese plant, widely naturalized. 

know e 7. ( pas/ knew; pas! part. 
known) I /: a have in the 
mind; have learnt; be able to recall (Anoz's a lot about 
cars; know what to do). b (also abyol.) be aware of 
(a fact) (he knoves Tam waiting: I think he knows). ¢ have 
a good command of (Anew German: knows his tables). 
2 Ur. be acquainted or friendly with, 3 & a recognize; 
identify (7 kneve him al ance; knew him for an American). 
b (fol. by 40+ infin.) be aware of (a person or thing; 
as being or doing what is specified (Anew them to be 
rogues. € (toll. by from) be able to distinguish (did not 
Know: him from Adam). 4 tr be subject to (her joy knew no 
hounds). 5 tr, have personal experience of (fear etc.). 
6 w (as known adj.) a publicly acknowledged (a 
hnoven thief, a known fact). b Math. (ol a quantity ete.) 
having a value that can be stated. 7 int. have under- 
standing or knowledge. 8 fx archaic have sexual 
intercourse with. @ x. (m phr. in the know) colloq. 
well informed; having special knowledge. 0 all one 
knows (or knows how) 1 all one can (did all he 
Anew: to stop it}. 2 ade. to the utmost of one’s power 
(ined all she knew). before one knows where one 
is with baffling speed. don’t you know co/log. on 
joc. an expression used for emphasis (such a bore, dont 
you know). for all jor aught) I know so far as my 
knowledge extends. have been known to have 
occasionally in the past (hey hare been known to turn up 
late). know about have information about. know 
best be or claim to be better mformed ete. than 
others. know better than foll. by ‘hat, or fo + 
infin., be wise, well informed. or well-mannered 
enough to avoid (specified behaviour etc.;. know 
by name 1 have heard the name of. 2 be able to 
give the name of. know by sight recognize the 
appearance (only) of knew how know the way to 
do something. know of be aware of: have heard of 
nol that I know of). know one’s own mind Jc 
decisive, not vacillate. know the ropes (or one’s 
stuff. be fully knowledgeable or experienced. 
know a thing or two be expericnced or shrewd. 


KNOTGRASS 


(Polygonum 
aviculare) 


know what’s what have adequate knowledge of 
the world. life. ete. know who’s who be aware of 


who or what each person is, not know that ... 
callog. ye fairly sure that ... not (/ don't know thal 
Tiwant fo gv). not know what hit one be suddenly 
injured, killed, disconcerted, etc. not want to 
know refuse to take any notice of what do you 
know (or know about that ? co/log. an expression 
of surprise. you know something jor what)? 
Tam going to tell you something, you never know 
nothing in the future is certain, [Old English] 
knowable «ad. knower 1. 

know-all ». esp. Bril. collay. a person who seems to 

know everything. 


know-how 1. 1 practical knowledge. 2 natural skill. 

knowing e 2. the state of being aware or informed 
of any thing. e@ adj. Lusu. derag, cunning; sly. 2 show- 
ing knowledge or awarcness: shrewd. G there is no 
knowing no one can tell. O knowingness ». 

knowingly adi. 1 consciously; intentionally (had 
never Anowmed injured hing. 2 a knowmg manner 
viiled hnowingly). 

know-it-all 1). esp. .\. fier, = KNOW v1 

knowledge 7. I a vusu. loll, by o/ 
familiarity gamed by experience yof a person, fact. 
or thing; (haze no knowleder of tha. ba person's 


AW ATCT ESS OF 


range of information (ii nol within his knowledge). 
2 a (usu. loll. by of) a theoretical or practical under- 
standing of a subject, language, etc. (has a good 
knowledge of Greek). b the sum of what is known (every 
branch of knowledge). 3 Philos. true, jusufied belief; 
certain understanding, as opposed to opinion. 
4 = CARNAL KNOWLEDGE. O come to one’s knowledge 
become known to one. to my knowledge 1 so far 
as I know. 2 as I know for certain. [Middle English| 

knowledgeable adj. (also knowledgable) well 
informed; intelligent. o knowledgeably adc. 

known pas/ parl. of KNOW. 

know-nothing ». an ignorant person. 

knuckle e 7. 1 the bone at a finger joint, esp. that 
adjoining the hancl. 2 a a projection of the carpal 
or tarsal joint of a quadruped. b a joint of meat 
consisting of this with the adjoining parts, esp. of 
bacon or pork. @ af. strike, press, or rub with the 
knuckles. O knuckle down (often foll. by to) 
1 apply oneself seriously (to a task ete.). 2 (also 
knuckle under) give in; submit. rap on (or over) 
the knuckles sce rar’. [from Middle Dutch Andel 
‘little bone’ 

knuckle-bone ». 1 bone forming a knuckle. 2 the 
bone of a sheep or other animal corresponding 
to or resembling a knuckle. 3 a knuckle of 
meat. 4 (in p/.) a animal knuckle-bones used 
in the game of jacks. b the game of jacks. 

knuckleduster 7. a metal guard worn over 
the knuckles in fighting, esp. to increase the 
effect of blows. 

knucklehead 7. ¢o//oq. a stupid or clull-witted 
person, 

knurl 7. a small projecting knob, ridge, etc. 
o knurled ad). 

KO abby, 1 knockout. 2 kick-off. 

koala /koh-ah-li/ n. an Australian bearlike 
marsupial, Phascolarclos cinereus, having thick 
erey fur and feeding on cucalyptus leaves. 
> marstei.. [from Aboriginal ge/a| 


ws Usage The embellished form, Aoala bear, 
is now considered incorrect. 


kob 7. | p/. same) (in full kob antelope) a grazing 
antelope, Aobus koh, native to African savannah, 
{from a native nae] 
Kodiak 7. (in full Kodiak bear) a very large 
Alaskan race of the brown bear. [from Aodiah 
Island, Alaska| 
kohl #1. a black powder used as eye make-up esp. 
in Eastern countries. [from Arabic Auh/] 
kohlrabi /koll-rah-li/ 7. (p/. kohlrabies) y 
a variety of cabbage with an 
edible turnip-like swollen 
stem. [from medieval Latin 
caulorapa) 


KOHLRABI STEMS 
(Brassica oleracea gongyloides) 


koi 7. (also koi carp) ; f/. same) a carp of a large 
ornamental variety bred in Japan. | Japanese] 

kola var. of cor. 

Komodo dragon 7. (also Komodo monitor; 
> a large monitor 
lizard. Taraniy 
homoduenyts. 
native to the 
E. Indies, 

[from Aemudo 
{stand in Indonesia] 

kook /kook/ US slange na 
crazy or eccentric person. @ ad. crazy; 
eccentric. [20th-century comage} 


kowtow 


kookaburra 1. » any 
Australian kingfisher of 
the genus Dacelo, esp. 
D. novaeguineae, which 
makes a strange 
laughing cry. [from 
Aboriginal guguburra] 

kooky ad. (kookier, 
kookiest) s/ang crazy, 
eccentric, strange, 

kopek (also kopeck) 
var. of coricK. 

kopi /koh-pi/ 2. Austral. 
powdered gypsum. [from 
Aboriginal dialect gabi] 

koppie 7. (also kopje) 
S.Af a small hill. [Afri- 
kaans, literally ‘Tittle head’] 

Koran 7. (also Quran, 
Qur’an) W the Islamic 
sacred book, believed to be 
the word of God as dictated to Muhammad and 
written down in Arabic. [from Arabic furan ‘recita- 
tion’] G Koranic ad). 


KOOKABURRA: 
LAUGHING 
KOOKABURRA 
(Dacelo 


novaeguineae) 


KORAN: |[S51tH-GENTURY TURKISH KOR AN 


Korean e 7. ta native or national of N. or S. Korea 
in SE Asia. 2 the language of Korea. @ adj. of on 
rclating to Korea or its people or language. 

korma ». a mildly-spiced Indian curry dish of meat 
or fish marinaded in yogurt or curds. [from ‘Turkish 
Kavurma) 

kosher /koh-sher/ @ adj. 1 (of food or premises 
in which food is sold, cooked, or eaten) fulfilling 
the requirements of Jewish law. 2 collog. correct; 
genuine; leeitmate. @ nv. L kosher food. 2 a kosher 
shop. [from Hebrew kasér ‘proper’ | 

kotow var. of Kowa. 

koumiss 1. (also kumiss, kumis) a fermented! 
liquor prepared from esp. mare’s milk, used by 
Asian nomads and medicinally. [from Tartar kumzz| 

kowhai /koh-wy/ 7. any of several trees or shrubs 
of the venus Sophora, esp. S. telraptera native to New 
Zealand and Chile with pendant clusters of yellow 
Mowers, [Maori] 

kowtow (also kotow) @ vv. /1/\/. the Chinese custom 
of knecling and touching the ground 
with the forehead in worship 
or submission. @ wnt: 1 fusu. 
loll. by fo) act obsequiously. 
2 hist. perform the 

kowtom, 


KOMODO 
DRAGON 
( Taranus 
Aomodoensis\ 


‘ 


KRAAL 


A typical kraal is composed of a meeting area, 


MODEL OF XN RRAAL OF THI 
KUANYAM.A PEOPLE, ANGOLA 


animal pens, and enclosures for the householder 


and each of his wives. Linked by passageways, 
each enclosure contains a slecping hut, kitchen, 


granary, and storchouse. The kraal site is 
inhabited for some ten years. 


dairy 
ieee 


Sist wife's 
| enclosure 


\ J 


guest house 


granary 


stake & 
palisade 


sleeping ~ 

hut 
householder’s 
enclosure 


KP 2. US Atl. collog. 1 enlisted men detailed to help 
the cooks. 2 kitchen duty. abbreviation of Aitchen 
police] 

k.p.h. abbr. kilometres per hour. 

Kr sym. Chem. the element krypton. 

kraal n. SAf. 1 Aa village of huts enclosed by 
a fence, 2 an enclosure for cattle or sheep. 
[Afrikaans] 

kraft n. (in full kraft paper) a kind of strong 
smooth brown wrapping paper. [from Swedish, 
literally *strength’] 

kraken /krah-kén/ 2. a large mythical sca 
monster said to appear off the coast of Norway. 
[Norwegian] 


Kraut 7. slang offen. a German. |shortenmg of 


SAUERKRAUT | 
kremilin 7. 1a citadel within a Russian town. 2 ‘the 
Kremlin) a the citadel in Moscow. b the Russian 

or (formerly) USSR Government housed 
within it. [from Russian Ajeml’, of 
‘Tartar origin] 

krill 7. > tiny plankton 
crustaceans found in 
the seas around the ' 
Antarctic and caten F 
by fish and some 
seals and whales. 
[from Norwegian 
kril “any fish’| 


FRILL: 4 
ANTARCTIC KRILD, 2 
Euphausia superba) 


~ children’s 


Ze 


dry-season 
cattle pen y calf pen 


chicken roost 


central 
meeling 
area 


store hut (roof 
_ removed) 


second wife's 


‘ enclosure 
fh sleeping 


hut (roof 


removed) 


animal pen ; aaa 
second wee s 


granary (roof 
removed) 


induar kitchen 


a (roof removed) 
play hut 


krona /kroh-na/ n. 1 (//. kronor pronunc. same) 
the chief monetary unit of Sweden. 2 | p/. kronur 
pronune. same) the chief monetary unit of Iceland. 
[Swedish & Icelandic, literally “crown’] 
krone,/kroh-né/ 2. (p/. kroner /onunc. same) the 
chief monetary umt of Denmark and Norway. 
[Danish & Norwegian, literally ‘crown’ ] 
krugerrand ». aS. \frican gold coin. [named after 
S.J. P. Aruger, S. African statesman, 1825 190-4] 
krummbhorn ». (also crumhorn) a medieval \ind 
instrument with a double reed and a curved end. 
[German, literally *crooked hori’ 
krypton 7. Chem. an inert gascous element of the 
noble gas group used in fluorescent lamps ete 
[from Greek Aruplon “hidden thing | 
KT abbr 1 Knight Templar. 2 in the Ok, 
Knight of the Order of the Thistle. 
Ke. «hh. Knieli. 
kt. abbr knotisce KNot 
Ku synb. Chem. the clement kurcha- 
toviun.. 
kudos /kew-doss/ n. 1 glory: 


Ty, Qa). 


a renown. 2 (often treated as 
ply US disp. praise, acclaim. 
[Greck] 


mw Usage Audos is not a plural noun 
anc there is no singular Audo. Use im 
sense 2 should thercfore be avoided. 


Kyrgyz 


kudu /koo-doo/ n. (p/. -s or same} either of two 
African antelopes, Tragelaphus strepsiceros or T. imber- 
bis, with white stripes and corkscrew-shaped ridged 
horns. [from Nhosa 7 gudu| 

Kuffiic (also Cufic: @ n. an carly angular form of 
the Arabic alphabet found chiefly in decorative 
inscriptions. @ adj. of or in this type of script. 
{attributed to the scholars of Aufa, a city S. of 
Baghdad in Iraq] 

Ku Klux Klan 7. a secret society of white people in 
the US, originally founded in the southern states 
afier the Civil War to oppose social change and 
black emancipation by violence and terrorism. 

kukri /kuuk-ri/ 7. (/. kukris) 9 a curved knife 
broadening towards the point, used by Gurkhas. 

{from Hindi AuhrT] 


KUKRI: TRADITIONAL 
GURKHA KNIFE 


kumara /koo-ma-ra/ n..\-Ca sweet potato, [Maori] 

kumis (also kumiss) var. of KoUMIss. 

kimmel /kuum-é]/ 7. a sweet liqueur flavoured 
with caraway and cumin seeds. [German] 

kumquat /kum-kwot/ 7. (also 
cumquat) | » an orange-like fruit 
with a sweet rind and acid pulp, 
used in preserves. 2 any shrub or 
small tree of the genus Fortunella 
yielding this. [based on Chinese 
kin kii golden orange’| 

kung fu 7. a Chinese martial art 
resembling karate, [from Chinese 


gongfu) 


KUMQUAT 
kurchatovium 7. Chem. the arti- — Forlunella 
ficial radioactive element of atomic japonica, 


mumber 104. [named after I. V. 
Awrchatov, Russian physicist, 1903-60] 

Kurd 7. a member of a mainly pastoral Aryan 
Islamic people living in Kurdistan (contiguous 
areas of Iraq, Iran, and Turkey). [Kurdish] 

Kurdish e adj. of or relating to the Kurds or their 
language. @ 7. the Iranian language of the Kurds. 

kurta ». (also kurtha) a loose shirt or tunic worn 
by esp. Hindu men and women, [Hindi] 

KV abt. kilovoltis:. 

KW abby. kilowattss.. 

kWh ahh), kilowatt-hours. 

KWIC 2. esp. Computing keyword in content. 

kyle n. (in Scotland) a narrow channel between 
islands or between an island and the mainiand. 
[from Gaelic caol *swait’| 

kylie », Ii) Austral. a boomerang, [from Aboriginal 
garli| 

Kyrgyz /keer-g’eez/ (also Kirghiz, e 1. ( p/. same) 
1a member of a Mongol people living in central 
Asia between the Volga and the Irtysh rivers, 
chiclly in Kyrgyzstan. 2 the Turkic language of this 
people. @ adj. of or relating to this people or their 
language. [Kyreyz] 
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L' 2. (also 1) ( pl. Ls or L's; 1 the twelfth letter of the 
alphabet. 2 (as a Roman numeral) 50. 3 a thing 
shaped like an L. 

L? abby (also L.) 1 Lake. 2 Brit. 
icf, L-pivies 3 Liberal. 4 lire. 5 left. 

V abby. also 1.) 1 left. 2 line. 3 liquid. 4 length. 

ta symh, litres). 


learner driver 


£ abbr. (preceding a numeral) pound or pounds (of 


money). [Latin (bra) 

La synb. Chem. the clement lanthanum. 

la var. of bv. 

laager 7. Ll esp. S.4/i, a camp or encampment, esp. 
formed by a circle of wagons. 2 \fi/. a park for ar- 
moured vehicles. [Afrikaans] 

Lab. «hb: 1 Labour. 2 Labrador. 

lab n. collog. a laboratory. 

label e x. 1 a usu. small piece of paper, fabric, ete. 
for attaching to an object and giving information 
about it ete. 2 esp. derog a short c lassifvi ing phrase 1 
name applied to a person etc. 3 a the logo, ude, or 
trade mark of a company. b a record-producing 
company or part of one. 4 an adhesive stamp ona 
parcel ete. 5 a word used in a clictionary entry to 
specify its register, nationality, etc, 6 Biol. & Chem. a 
radioactive isotope, fluorescent dye. ete., used to 
label another substance. @ «./. labelled. label- 
ling: (S labeled, labeling; 1 attach a label to. 
2 usu. foll. by as assign to a category (labelled them 
as irresponsible). 3. Biol. & Ghem. make idenufiable by 
replacing an atom with one of a distinctive 
radioacuye isotope, or by attaching a fluorescent 
dye to the molecule. [originally in sense ‘a strip. 
band’, from Old French] a labeller rn. 


labia pi. of ivsivnt. 

labial e ad). 1a of the lips. b Qool. of. like. or serv- 
ing as a lip, a liphike part, or a labrum. 2 Phonel. a ol 
a consonant) requiring parual or complete closure 
of the lips je.g, p. af vm, te). b (af a vowel) requir- 
ing rounded lips ,e¢.g. ve im mwon). @ 7. Phonet, a labial 
sound. G labialize i./r. \also -ise). labially ad. 

labiate e ». any plant of the family Labiatac, m- 
cluding mint and rosemary. @ wd). 1 Bot. of or relat- 
ing to the Labiatae. 2 Bot. & ool. like a lip or 
labium. 

labile adj. liable to 
O lability ». 

labium 2. ( //. labia, cusu. in pl) nat. each fold ot 
skin of the two pairs that enclose the vulva. & kurro- 

Latin, hterally “lip’] 

CUS & Austral. var. of 1 wor ete. 


undergo change: unstable. 


DEC LINE ORGANS. 


labor cic. 
laboratory ». \//. -ies, a room or building fitted 
out for scientific experuments, research, chemical 
manufacture. ete. [from mecteval Latin labora 
foriune| 
laborious ad). 1 needing hard work or toil a labors 
ous task. 2 vesp. of literary style pedestrian: not 
fluent. [from Latin /adoriovus| B laboriously ad:. 
laboriousness /. 
labour (°S.fis(ra/. labor en. 1 physical or mental 
work: exertion. 2 a workers, esp, manual, con- 
sidered as a social class or political force. b (La- 
bour the Labour Party. 3 the process of childbirth. 
4 a particular task, esp. of a difficult nature. @ &. 
Bont. work hard: exert onescll. 2 ait. usu. foll. by 
for, ov fo + infin, strive for a purpose. 3 4. a clabo- 
rate needlessly Cf cell not labour the funtt,. b as la- 
boured ad/j., not spontaneous or fluent. 4 mh, 


lacrimal 


placed on the Jap and providing support in lace- 
making. 
lacerate v./, 1 mangle or tear (esp. flesh or tissue). 
2 cause pain to (the feelings etc.). {based on Latin 
laceraius ‘torn up’| G lacerable adj, laceration n. 
lace-up Bri. @ n. a shoe* fastened with a lace. 
@ ailrib.adj. (of a shoe etc.) fastened by a lace or laces. 
lacewing 7. ¥ a neuropterous insect. & INSECI 


(often foll. by under) suffer under (a disadvantage or 
delusion) (/aboured under unwersal disapproval). 3 intr: 
proceed with trouble or difficulty (daboured slowly up 
the hill), Q Yabour in vain make a fruitless effort. 
labour of love a task done for pleasure, not 
reward. [from Latin dabor] 

labour camp /. a prison camp enforcing a regime 
of hard labour. 

labourer 7. ({ \S laborer) 1 a person doing unskil- ; 
led, usu. eae work for wages. 2a person who — \ reflective 
labours. : eves ; 

Labour Exchange n. Bri. collog. or hist. an employ- 
ment exchange. 

labour force n. the body of workers employed, 
esp. at a single plant. 

labour-intensive ad). (of a form of work) needing 
a large work force or a large amount of work in 
relation to output. 

labourism x. (US laborism) the principles of a 
Labour Party or the Labour movement. 

labour market 7. the supply of labour with refer-_, 
ence to the de 7 on it, 

Labour Party 7. 1 a British political party formed to 
represent the interests of ordinary working people. | 
2 any sunilar political party in other countries. 

labour-saving «dj. (of an appliance ctc.) designed 
to reduce or eliminate work. 

Labrador ». (in ful] Labrador dog or retriever) 
a retriever of a breed with a black or golden coat. 

from Labrador. a large peninsula in NE Canada] 

laburnum ». ¥ any small tree of the genus Labur- 
num with racemes of golden flowers yielding 
yoisonous seeds. [Latin] 


intricate wing 
venalion 


LACEWING 
(Osmylus fulvicephalus) 


small 
Iday 


lachrymal adj. (also lacrimal, lacrymal) 1 formal 
of or for tears. 2 (usu. as lacrumal) Anat. con- 
cerned in the secretion of tears (lacrimal canal). 
> skuLL, TEAR DUCT. [based on Latin /acrima ‘tear’] 

lachrymatory adj. formal of or causing tears. 

lachrymose adj. formal 1 given to weeping; tearful. 
2 melancholy; inducing tears. Olachrymosely adv. 

lacing 7. 1 lace trumming, esp. on a uniform. 2 a 
laced fastening on a shoe or garment. 3 a dash of 
spirits in a beverage. 

lac insect n. an Asian scale insect, Laccifer lacca, 
living in trees. 

lack e 7. (usu. foll. by of) an absence, 


want, or deficiency. @ «4, be without 


labyrinth 1, 1 a complicated irregular net- 
work of passages cte.; a maze, 2 an 
intricate or tangled arrangement. 
from Greck /aburinthos, origin- 
ally referrmg to the myth- 
ological maze which housed 
the Minotaur a creature half- 


or deficient in (lacks courage). O for 
lack of owing to the absence of: 
lack for lack. [Middle English] 

lackadaisical adj. 1 listless; idle. 
2 feebly sentimental and affected. 
[based on archaic interjection /acka- 


man half-bull] o labyrin- day, dajsy'| 0 lackadaisically adv. 
thian ad. labyrinthine lacker var. of lacavre. 

ad). lackey 7. (also lacquey) | f/. -eys) 1 derog a a servile 
LAC abi), Leading .\ir~- political follower. b an obsequious parasitical 


crafiman. person. 2 aa (usu. livericd) foouman or manservant. 


lac! /lak/ n. a resinous b a servant. {froni Catalan alacay ‘magistrate |] 
substance secreted as 
a proteclive cover- 
ing by the lac insect. 
and used to make 
varnish and shetkac. 
[lrom Sanskrit /ahya | 

Jac? var of Lani. 

lace ey. 1 W a fine 
open fabric, esp. of 
cotton or silk. made 
by weaving thread in patterns and used esp. for 
trimming garments. 2 a cord or leather strip passed 
through eyelets or hooks on opposite sides of 
shoc, garment, ete., pulled tight and fastened. @ vz 
1 usu. foll. by aj a fasten or uehten with lace or 
laces. b compress the 
waist of (a person) with a 
laced corset. 2 (usu. foll. 
by avh a add an in- 
gredicnt to va drmk. clish, 
et, to enhance or adal- 
terate flavour, strength, ef- 
fect. ete. laced with nom, 
b intermingle — (rbaldry 
laced with philosophy. 3 vasa. 
loll. by vedA a streak ta sky 
ete. with colour ceheeh 
laced vith blood . b interlace 
or embroider fabric. with 
thread ete. 4:often folk. by 
through) pass (a shoclace 
ete. through. 5 trim with 
lace. [from Laun faquens 
nodse’ | 


lacking adj. 1 abseftt or cleficient. 2 collog. deficient 
in intellect: mentally subnormal. 

lacklustre «d).\('Slackluster) f lacking in vitality. 
force, or convicuion, 2 (of the eye) dull. 

laconic adj. 1 (of a style of speech or writing) brief; 
concise; terse. 2 of a person) laconic in speech ete. 
[based on Greek, Lakon “Spartan’, the Spartans 
being known for their terse speech] o laconically 
adc. laconicism n. laconism 1. 

lacquer (also lacker; @ 1. 1 a sometimes coloured 
liquid made of shellac clissolved in alcohol, or of 
synthetic substances, that drics to form a hard 
protective coating, 2 Bri. a chemical substance 
sprayed on hair to keep itm place. 3 the sap of 
the lacquer tree used 
to varnish wood etc. 
4 Sr! decorative ware 
made of wood coated 
with lacquer. @ 7.f; coat 
with lacquer. [from 
obsolete French — lacr 
‘sealing wax’] a lac- 
querer 7’. 

lacquer tree 1. an E. 
Asian tree. Rhus vernici 
flua, the sap of which 
is usecl as a varnish for 
wood, 


LABURNUM: 
COMMON LABERNE M 


(Laburnum anagyrotdes) | 


oe es — . 


lacquerware 7. dec- 
orative lacquered art- 
icles. 

lacquey var. of Lukin. 

lacrimal var. of j.vcu- 
RYATAL.. 


LACE; 


LOTS ere |) ect 


lace-pillow 1. a cushion ENGLISH LAGE 


lacrosse 


lacrosse 7. » a game like hockey, but with a ball 
driven by, caught, and carried in a crosse. [French] 

lacrymal var. of :acurymal. 

lactate! v.int. (of mammals) secrete milk. [based on 
Latin /actatus ‘suckled’| o lactation n. 

lactate® n. Chem. any salt or ester of lactic acid. 

lacteal @ ad. 1 of milk. 2 Anat. (of a vessel) convey- 
ing milky fluid. @ 7. (in pl.) Anat. the lymphatic 
vessels of the small intestine which absorb digested 
fats. [from Latin /acteus| 

lactescent adj. 1 milky. 2 yielding a milky juice. 

lactic adj. Chem. of, relating to, or obtained from 
milk. [based on Latin /ac lactis ‘milk’ | 

lactic acid 7. a carboxylic acid formed in sour 
milk, and produced in the muscle tissues during 
strenuous exercise. 

lacto- comb. form milk. [from Latin lac lactis ‘milk’| 

lactobacillus /lak-toh-bi-sil-ts/ n. (pl. -bacilli 
Biol. any rod-shaped bacterium of the family Lac- 
tobacillaceae, producing lactic acid. 

lactose n. Chem. a disaccharide sugar occurring in 
milk, 

lacuna /)4-koo-na/ 7. ( pi. la- 
cunae /-nee/ or lacunas) 1 a 
hiatus, blank, or gap. 2 a 
missing portion or empty page, esp. in an ancient 
manuscript etc. [Latin, hterally ‘pool’] a lacunal 
adj. lacunar adj. lacunary adj. lacunose adj. 

LACW addr. Leading Aircraftwoman. 

lacy ad. (lacier, laciest) of or resembling lace 
fabric. 0 lacily adv. laciness x. 

lad 7. 1 aa boy or youth. b a young son. 2 (esp. in 
pl.) esp. Bri. collog. a man; a fellow (he’s one of the 
lads). 3 Brit. collog. a high-spirited fellow; a rogue 
(he’s a bit of a lad). 4 Brit. a stable worker (regardless 
of age or sex). [Middle English] 0 laddish ad). 
laddishness 7. 

ladder e 7. 1 a set of horizontal bars of wood or 
metal fixed between two uprights and used for 


climbing up or down. 2 Bri. a vertical strip of 


unravalled fabric in a stocking ete. resembling a 
ladder. 3 a hierarchical structure.  @ Bri. 1 wir (of 
a stocking etc.) develop a ladder. 2 ¢, cause a ladder 
in (a stocking ete.). [Old English] 

ladder-back 1. (in full ladder-back chair) an 
upright chair with a back resembling a ladder. 

ladder stitch ». transverse bars in embroidery. 

lade ». ( past part. laden) 1 f, a put cargo on board 
(a ship). b ship (goods) as cargo. 2 intr (of a ship) 
take on cargo. 3 ty (as laden adj.) (usu. foll. by ruth 
a heavily loaded. b painfully burdened with sorrow 
etc. [Old English] o lading 1 

ladette 7». Bri. collog. a young woman who behaves 
in a botsterously assertive or crude manner and 
engages in heavy drinking sessions. 

la-di-da adj. collog. pretentious or snobbish, 
esp. in manner or speech, 

ladies /)/, of 1p). 

ladies’ fingers 1.p/. Bri. = oKK:. 

ladies’ man ». (also lady’s man) a man foncl 
of female company; a seclucer. 

ladies’ room 1. a women’s lavatory in a hotel ete 

ladle en. 1 a large long-handled spoon with a cup- 
shaped bowl used for serving esp. soups and gravy 
> viersit, 2 a vessel for transporting molten metal 
ina foundry. @ «fr (often foll. by out) transfer (iquicl 
with a ladle. o ladle out clistribute, esp. lavishly. 

Old English] 0 ladleful 7. ( p/. -fuls). 

lady ». (p/. -ies) 1 a a woman regarded as being of 

superior social status or as having the refined 

manners associated with this. b (Lady: a title used 

W pecresses, wives and widows of knights, etc 

2 jolien altb) a female person or animal (/ad) 

butcher, lady dog). 3 collog. a a wife. b a man’s girl- 

riend. 4 a ruling woman \/ady of the house). 0 the 

Ladies (or Ladies’) Bri’. a women’s public lav- 

atory. [Old English, from //a/ “loaf” + a German 

vase meaning ‘to knead'] o ladyhood ». 


OT 


lagging 


LACROSSE 
Lacrosse is played as a 12- 
a-side game for women and 
a 10-a-side game for men. 

: centre 
Each team aims to score = 
goals by propelling the ball 
into their opponents’ goal 


third man 


ns é lim 
net. The women’s pitch has 49 fy, fan 
no absolute boundaries, but Ae 
goalkeeper _—— 


the men’s pitch has clearly 
defined sidelines and end- 
lines. The ball is kept in : ye 
play by being carried, ene 

thrown, or batted with the 
crosse, or rolled or kicked, 


goal circle - 


cover point 


left-wing 
defence 


right-wing 


WOMEN’S PITCH 


left-wing third 


attack 


second first 


; home 


home home 


60 m 
(200 fi) 
approx. 


. . aoe . 
\ right-wing ~ umpire 


in any direction. In both aaZ anes 
games, play can continue a rubber ball — 
) r 
beyond the goal areas. re 
handle taroat 
= 
CROSSE AND BALI jena 
goalkeeper , defender midfielder, —, wing area atharhrs head + | 


I line 


goal 


Vinidfielden 


defender 


umpire | 


MLNS PYICH 


ladybird 7. ¥ a colcopterous insect of the family 
hardened 


frre Ine 


(elptron) 


a reddish-brown colour with 
hlack spots. B 10 


ladybug ». dial, & .V. Amer 
= LADYRIRD, 

Lady chapel ””. a chapel 
ia church or cathedral 
dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. & co itiipk 
Lady Day ». esp. Bri. 
the feast of the Annun- 
ciation. 25 Maa 


flevtbli 
hind wing lady-in-waiting 2. ( /)/. 
ladies-in-waiting) a 
lady attending a queen 
or princess 


LADYBIRD 
Anatis ocellata 
ladykiller ». a practised and 
habitual seducer. 
ladylike «adj. 1 with the modesty, manners, ete., of a 
lac. 2 cof a mani effeminate 
lady-love 7. a man’s sweetheart. 
Lady Mayoress #. the wife of a Lord Mayor. 
lady of the house 1, the female head of a household. 
lady’s bedstraw sce iipsi kaw 2, 
ladyship 2. archaic the state of being a lacy. 0 her 
or your) Ladyship ‘or ladyship) \ /)/. their (0) 
your) Ladyships) a respectful form of referencc 
or address to a Lady. 
lady’s maid ». a lady's personal maidservant. 
lady’s man var. of Lois MV 


lady’s mantle 1. any plant of the genus . L/chemilla 
(rose family), with vellowish-green clustered flower 


Coccinellidae, with wing-cases usu. of 


Sout crossbar 
(180 fl) 
post 
1.8m 


(6 ft) 


peg 


\ allacke) 


Sensi 


lady’s slipper 7. » any 
orchid of the genus 
Cipripedium, with a usu. 
yellow. shpper-shaped 
lip on its lowers. 


LADY’S SLIPPER 
(Cypripedium 


calcealus) 


laevulose /leev-yoo- 
lohz/ n. (US levu- 
lose: = rruc ose. 

lag’ @ vini: (lagged. 
lagging) (often foll. by 
behind) fall behind: not 
keep pace. @ v. a delay. 


[originally in sense *hind- - lip 
most person, to hang 
back’| 


lag’ e wh: (lagged, lagging, enclose or cover in 
lageing, @ n. the non-heat-conducting cover of a 
boiler etc. 

lag® Bril. slang @ n. (esp. as old lag) a habitual con- 
vict. @ wiz (lagged. lagging) 1 send to prison. 
2 apprehend; arrest. [1] 9th-century comage | 

lagan 7. goods or wreckage lying on the bed of the 
sca, sometimes with a marker buoy ete. for later 
retrieval. (Old French, perhaps of Scandinavian 
origin, from root of tar! 1.2] 

lager n. a kind of beer, effervescent and light in 
colour and body. [from German Lagerbier “beci 
brewed for keeping] 

lager lout ». Bril. collog, a youth who behaves badly 
as a result of excessive drinking 

laggard e@ 7 dawdler. @ ad, 
Olagegardly ad. © adi. 

lagging 7». material providing heat insulation for a 
boiler, pipes, ch 


dawdling; slow. 


lagomorph 


LAGOMORPH 


The order Lagomorpha includes rabhits, 
_ hares, and pikas. Lagomorphs have 
Jong cars, powerful hind legs for 
jumping, forelimbs adapted for 
burrowing, and a small tail. They 
are closely related to rodents and 
share many characteristics with 
them, including chisel-shaped 
incisors (four m the upper jaw 
and two in the lower) that 
grow continually; they also 
share the habit of 
eauny their faeces to 
extract more nutrients ie 
from their plant diet. 


pelvis. 


sacrum 


caudal ortebra 


EXAMPLES OF LAGOMORPHS 


a 
a a phalanges 
tarsals — metatarsals | phalanges 
\- 
Na 
>of 
? 
Fila 
- Y 
‘ @ 


PIR 
LOchotona princeps) 


lagomorph n. ..00/. A any mammal of the order 
Lagomorpha, inclucing hares and rabbits. 

lagoon ». 1 a stretch of salt water separated from 
the sea by a low sandhank, coral reef, etc. 2 the 
enclosed water of an atoll. & vou. 3 CS. lusiral.. & 
NVZa small (reshwater lake, [irom Laan facia] 


lah 7. (also Ja, As. Lin tonic sol-fai the sixth note 
of a major scale. 2 the note A in the fixecl-doh 
system. [from Latin /a(6), word arbitrarily chosen | 

laid pas! and past part. of 1. ih 

laid-back «ad. collog. relaxed. unbothered, casygomy. 

laid paper #7. paper with the surface marked in fine 
ribs. 

laid up adj. confined to bed or the house. 

lain pas! part. of vu, 

lair 7. ta a wild animal's resting place. b a person's 
hhicling place (¢racked him to his lair), 2 a place where 
domestic aninals lie down. 3 Bril. a shed or enclos- 
ure for eattle on the way to market. [Ole Enghish| 

laird n. Sv. a landowner. [Scots form of torn] 
0 lairdship ». 

laissez-faire /|css-a\-fair/ 1. the theory or practice 
of governmental abstention from interlerence in the 
workings of the market etc. [French literally ‘let act’] 

laity /lay-iti/ 7. (usu. prec. by fhe, usu. treated as pl. 
lay people, as distinct from the clergy. [related to vay? | 

lake! pn. 1 > a large body of water surrounded by 
land. 2 ithe Lakes) p/. = Lawt District. [from Latin 
lacus “hasin, pool, lake’| 

lake? 1». 1 a reddish colouring originally made from 
lac terunson lake. 2a complex formed by the action 
of dye and mordants applied to fabric to fix colour. 
[variant of 10.4] 

Lake District 1. the region of the English lakes in 
Cumbria. 

lakh ». (also lac, (usu. loll. by of ) Anelo-Ind. a hundred 
thousand (rupees etc.). [from Sanskrit /ah ya] 

Lallan “7, now usu. Lallans: a Lowland Scots 
dialect, esp. as a literary language. e adj. of or 
concerning the Lowlands of Scotland. [variant of 
LOWLAND| 

lam «. Jammed, lamming. volloy. 1 tx thrash: Init 
2 wil fol. by ato, hit (a person ete.) hard with a 
stick etc 


heparin 


lumbar P 
vertebrae 7 


fa —, a 


COMMON RABBEI 
Orrctolagnus cuniculis) 


SKELETON OF A HARE upper incisors, 


cervical vertebrae r 
| 


vertebrae ¥ 
lower / 
_ incisors 
iy scapula 
“sternum 


N rib 
\ humerus 


radius 


farcitiih 


T large ulna 


hindlimh i 


celefud 


~ melacarpals 


ARCTIC. HARL 
(Lepus arcticus) 


lama pn. a Tibetan or Mongolian Bucldhist monk. 
[from Tibetan d/ama (with silent 4)] 

Lamarckism 7. the theory of evolution based on 
the supposed inheritance of acquired characteris- 
tics, devised by the French naturalist Jean Baptiste 
de Lamaick (1744 1829). 

lamasery /. | /)/. -ies) a monastery of lamas. [from 
French lamaverie| 

lamb e #7. 1 a young sheep. 2 the flesh of a lamb as 
food. © cur. 3 a mild or gentle person, esp. a young 
child. @ @ La fr (in passe; (of a lamb) be born. 
b wiz (of a ewe) give birth to lambs. 2 . tend (lamb- 
ing ewes). oO the Lamb jor Lamb of God) a name 
for Christ (see John 1:29). like a lamb meekly, 
obechently. [Old English] o lambkin n. lamblike 
ad). 

lambada /Jam-bah-di/ 1». a last erotic Brazilian 
dance which couples perform with their stomachs 
touching, [Portuguese, literally ‘a beating | 


| LAKE 
Natural lakes are formed when the supply 

| of water to a basin (for instance by rain or 
streams) is greater than the amount of water 
lost by evaporation and scepage. In sonic 
cases, the formation of natural barners, such 
as glacial moraines or landslides, provides 


ENAMPLES OF LAKE TYPES 


> 


Jie A es, “.. lateral fault 
A“ = Pe. 
ee 
wae < 
‘ is { 
‘i .. collapsed 
crale) 


LRM 11 TI 
aE ST He WSU 


lamentable 


lambaste 1/7. (also lambast) collog. 1 thrash; beat, 
2 criticize severely. 

lambda ». 1 the cleventh letter of the Greek alpha- 
bet (A, A). 2 (as A) the symbol for wavelength. 
|Greck] a 

lambent agj. 1 (of a flame or a light) playing on a 
surface with a soft radiance. 2 (of the eyes, sky, etc.) 
sofly radiant. 3 (of wit etc.) lightly brilliant. [from 
Latin /ambent- ‘licking’| 0 lambency . 

lamb’s ears 7. a garden plant, Slachys byzantina, 
with whitish woolly leaves. 

lamb’s lettuce 7. a plant, Ja/erianella locusta, used in 
salacl. 

lamb’s-tails 7.p/. Bril. catkins from the hazel tree. 

lambswool ,also lamb’s-wool) @ 7. soft fine wool 
from a young sheep used in knitted garments ete. 
e adj. made of lambswool. 

lame e aij. 1 cisablecl, esp. in the foot or leg; limp- 
ing. 2 a (of an argument, excuse, etc.) unconvine- 
ing; unsatisfactory. b (of verse etc.) halting. @ af 
1 make Jame; disable. 2 harm permanently. [Old 
English] o lamely ad: lameness n. 

lamé /lah-may/ e 7. a fabric with gold or silver 
threads interwoven. @ adj. (of fabric etc.) having 
such threads. |from Latin /amma| 

lamebrain »..\. .Amez. collog. a stupid person. 

lame duck 7. 1 a disabled or weak person. 2 Brit. a 
defaulter on the Stock Exchange. 3 Bri. a firm ete. 
in financial difficulties. 4 CS an official (esp. the 
President) in the final period of office, after the 
election of a successor. 

lamella 7. (//. lamellae /-lee/) 1 a thin layer, 
membrane, scale, or platelike tissue or part, esp. in 
bone tissue, 2 Bol, a membranous fold m a chloro- 
plast. [Latin, literally “little scale’] o lamellar ad. 
lamellate ad). 

lamellicorn e 7. any bectle of the superfamily 
Scarabaeoidea (formerly Lamellicornia), —hay- 
ing lamelliform antennac, including the stag 
beetle, cockchater, dung-heetle, ete. @ ad. of or 
relating to this supeMamily. [from modern Latin 
lamellicornis, from Latin lamella (see Lasius) + cornu 
‘horn | 

lament @ 7. La passianate expression of grief. 2 a 
song or poem of mourning or sorrow. @ @./7, (also 
abyal., 1 express or feel grief for or about; regret 
(lamented the closure oy the school), 2 (as lamented 
adj.) a conventional expression referring to a 
recently dead person (you late lamented father). 
0 lament for jor over) mourn or regret. [from 
Latin /amentun| O lamentation 7. lamenter 7. 
lamentingly ad. 

lamentable /lam-in-ta-biil/ adj. deplorable; 1 - 
erettable. o lamentably ad:. 


a dam, allowing water to accumulate. In 
others, scepage is reduced by the presence 
of unpermeable rocks under the lake bed. 
Lakes tend to be classified according to the 
mode of ongin of their basin; for example, 
vlacial, alluvial, volcanic, or fault-related. 


glactal hollow 


mre) 
LARN 


orhbow 


ONBOMW 
LAKI 


beardlike 
feathers 


lamina 


lamina 7. (//. laminae /-nec/) a thin plate, scale, 
or layer, c.g. of sedimentary rock or organic tissue. 
[Latin] 0 laminar ad). 

laminate ev 1 é beat or roll (metal) into thin 
plates. 2 @ overlay with metal plates, a plastic layer, 
cte. 3 i, manufacture by placing layer on layer. 4 &. 
& intr. split into layers or leaves. @ n. a laminated 
structure or material. @ ad. in the form of lamina 
or laminae. O lamination 7. laminator 7. 


laminitis 7. inflammation of the laminae of the 
hoof in horses and other animals. 


Lammas ». (1n full Lammas Day) the first day of 


August, formerly observed as harvest festival. [Old 
English, literally ‘loaf mass’ 
lammergeier /lam-er-gy-cr/ 7. (also lammer- 
geyer) W a large vulture, Gppaelus barbatus, with 
a very large wingspan often of 3 m 
(10 ft) — and dark 
beardlike 
feathers on 
either side 
of its beak. 
{from German 
Lammer ‘Jarnbs’ + 
Geter ‘vulture’ | 


LAMMERGEIER 
(Gypactus barbatus) 


larg 

lamp n. 1a de- wingspan 
vice for produc- 
ing a steady light, 
esp.. a an clectric 
bulb, and usu. its holder 
(bedside lamp). b an oil lamp. ¢ a 
usu. glass holder for a candle. d a gas jet and man- 
tle. 2 a device producing esp. ultraviolet or infra- 
red radiation as a treatment for various complaints. 
|from Late Latin /ampada| Oo lampless ad}. 

lampblack 7. a pigment made froin soot. 

lamplight 2. light given by a lamp or lamps. 
0 lamplit ad). 

lamplighter 7. isi. 1 a person who lights street 
lamps. 2 (Sa spill for lighting lamps. 

lampoon e #. a satirical attack on a person etc. 
@ wir satirize. [from French /ampon| 0 lampoonist v. 

lamp-post 7. a (all post supporting a street light. 

lamprey /lam-pri/ (pl. -eys) ¥ any cel-like fish 
of the family Petromyzonidac, without scales, pair- 
ed fins, or jaws, but having a sucker mouth. & hist. 
[from medieval Latin lampreda] 


LAMPREY mou 


BLAD 


viene mye 


fone 
ne heap] 


lampshade ». a usu. translucent cover for a lamp 
used to soften or cirect its light. 
lamp standard 1), = 1.\01)-)0s1. 
LAN n. Computing local area network. 
Lancastrian e@ ». 1 a native of 
Lancaster in NW Eneland. 2 fai. a follower of the 
House of Lancaster in the Wars of the Roses. @ ad). 


Lancashire o1 


of or concerning Lancashire or Lancaster, or the 
House of Lancaster 

lance e . 1 a His/. a long weapon with a wooden 
shaft and a pointed steel head, used by a horseman 
in charging, & jousi. b a similar weapon used fo 


spearing a fish. 2 a metal pipe supplying oxygen to 
burn metal. 3 = 1ancir 1. @ vir 1 Surgery prick or cut 
open with a lancet. 2 pierce with a lance. [from 
Latin Jancea] 

lance bombardier 7, a rank in the Royal Artillery 
corresponding to lance corporal in the infantry. 

lance corporal ». the lowest rank of NCO in the 
Army. 

lanceolate adj. shaped like a lance-head, tapering 
to cach end. > tear. [based on Latin /anceola “little 
lance] 

lancer 7. 1 hist. a soldicr of a cavalry regiment arm- 
ed with lances. 2 (in p/.) a a quadrille for 8 or 16 
pairs. b the music for this. 

lancet n. a small broad two-edged 
surgical knife with a sharp point. 

[from Old French lancette| 
lancet arch », (also lancet 
light. lancet window) 

m a narrow arch or 
window with a pointed! 
head. & ven. CHLDR AL 

land e ». 1 the solid part 
of the Earth’s surface. 
as opposed to the sea or 
air. 2 a an expanse of 
country; ground; soil. 
b such land in relation 
to its use etc., or as a 
basis for agriculture 
(eeorks on the land). 3 a 
COUNTY, nation, or slate 
(land of hope and glory). 
4 a landed property. 
b (in p/.) estates.@% La 
nm @ mr set or go 
ashore. b intr (often foll. 
by af) disembark. 2. ¢& 
bring {an aircraft ete.) 
to yhe ground or the 
surface of water. 3 inix (of an aircraft, parachutist, 
etc.) alight on the ground or water. 4 . bring (a fish 
to land, esp. with a hook or net. 5 te; G wir (also refl.; 
often foll. by up) collog. bring to, reach, or find 
oneself in a certain situation, place, or state, 6 / 
collog. a deal (a person cte. a blow ete.) (landed him 
one in the eye). b (foll. by wth) Brit. present (a person 
with 7 tr set down ja person, 
cargo, ete.) from a vehicle, ship, ete. 8 / collug. win 
or obtain (a prize, job, etc.). O how the land lies 
what the state of afliurs is. in the land of the 
living joc. still alive. land of Nod sleep ywith pun 
on the phr. in Gen, +:16). land on one’s feet 
attain a good position, job, ete... by luck. [Old 
English] o landless ad. landward ad. @ adi 
landwards «adi 

land agent 1. Bri. 1 the steward of an estate. 2 an 
agent for the sale of estates, 


LANCET ARCH 


(a problem et 


landau /lan-claw/ 1. Va fou-wheeled cnelosed car- 
riage with a removable front cover and a back cover 
that can be raised and lowered. [from Landau, near 
Karlsruhe in Germany] 


land bridge 1. a neck LANDAU: 
of land joining two STE AM-DRIVEN LANDAL 
arge lancl misses. CARRIAGE, 1854 


landed «dj. 1 owning 
and landed 
2 consisting of, inchud- 
ing, or relating to 
and landed property. seal 
landfall 7». the ap- 
woach to land esp. 
or the first me ona 
sea or air journey 


landfill 7, 1 waste mater- ep 


gentry) 


coke hoppes 


chauffeurs 


ial ete. used to landscape 

or reclaim areas of ground. won _ 

2 the process of disposing of rm 

rubbish in this way. aeouden 


land force 7. (also land forces spoke 
armies. not naval or air forces. 


chimne} 


wele) 
tanh 


landslide 


landform 7. a natural feature of the Earth's 
surface, 

land girl ». Brit. a woman doing farm work, esp. in 
wartime. 

landholder 7. the proprictor or, esp., the tenant of 
land. 

landing ». 1 a the act or process of coming to land. 
b an instance of this. ¢ (also landing place) a 
place where ships etc. land. 2 aa platform between 
two flights of stairs. b a passage leading to upstairs 
rooms. 

landing craft 7. any of several types of craft esp. 
designed for putting troops and equipment ashore. 

landing gear 7. the undercarriage of an aircraft. 
CB ARGRAPI 

landing pad 2. a small area designed for heli- 
copters to land and take off from, 

landing stage 7. a platform, often floating, on 
which goods and passengers are disembarked. 

landing strip 2. an airstrip. 

landlady n. (/)/. -ies) 1 a woman who lets land, a 
building, etc., to a tenant. 2 a woman who keeps a 
boarding house, lodgings, or Brit. a public house. 


landline ». a means of telecommunication over 


land, 

landlocked adj, almost or entirely enclosed by 
land. 

landlord n. 1 a man whio lets land, a building, etc., 
to a tenant. 2 a man who keeps a boarding house, 
lodgings, or Brit. a public house. 

landlubber 7. a person unfamiliar with the sea or 
sailme. 

landmark 7. 1 a a conspicuous object in a district 
etc. b an object marking the boundary of an estate, 
country, ete. 2 an event, change, etc. marking a 
stage or turning point im history etc. 

land mass 7. a large area of land, 

landmine 1. 1 an explosive mime laid m or on the 
vround, 2 a parachute mine. 

land-office business 7. US collog. enormous trade. 

landowner 2. an owner of land. 0 landowner- 
ship 7. landowning adj. © n. 

landrail 7. = connec evKt. 

landscape e 77. 1 natural or maginary scenery, as 
seen in a broad view, 2 yotten aliih) a picture repre- 
senung this: the genre of landscape painting, 3 un 
graphic design etc.) a formatin which the width of an 
illustration ete. is greater than the height. e 7é: 

unprove (a piece of land) by landscape 

gardening, [fron Middle Dutch dandscap| 0 land- 

scapist //. 


(also abyol. 


landscape gardening 7. the art or practice of 
laying out ornamental grounds or grounds imitat- 
ing natural scencry, O landscape gardener 7. 

landscape painter 7. an artist who paints land- 
scapes. 

landslide 7. 1 the sliding down of a mass of land 
from a mountain, cliff ete. 2 an overwhelming ma- 
jority for one side in an election. 


landan sien! , 
bach s Aver 

bod) (Oe? ; : 
cover sy f seal teering 
Hille 

brake 


fever 


toweing 


hovh 


landslip 


landslip 7. Bri/. =1.\wosisn. 1. 
landsman 1. ( //. -men) a non-sailor. 
land tax 1. /is/. a tax assessed on landed property. 


land yacht ». a vehicle with wheels and sails for 


recreational use on a beach etc. 
lane n. 1a narrow, often rural, road, street, or path. 
2. a division of a road for a stream of traffic. 3 a 


strip of track or water for a runner, rower, or swim 


mer ina race. € a path or course prescribed 
for or regularly followed by a ship, 
aircraft, etc. 5 a ganeway. [Old 
English] 
langlauf /lang-low!/ 1. cross-coun- 
try skiing; a cross-country skimg 
race. [German, literally ‘long run’} 


dea deve 


langouste /lone-goost/ n. a craw- 
fish or spiny lobster. [French] 

langoustine /long-yooss-tecn/ 1. = 
Norway tonstik. [french] lanyard 

language ». 1 the method of human 
communication, cither spoken or writ- 
ten, consisting of the use of words in 
an agreed way. 2 the language of a 
particular coniumunity or country ete, 
3 a the faculty of speech. b a style of 
expression; the use of words, ete. (Aa 
language ways poetic). © bad 
language) coarse, crude, or abusive 
speech. 4 a system of symbols ancl rules 
for writing computer programs or alyo- 
rithins. 5 any method of expression or 
conmunication (the language of mine. 6 a 
professional or specialized vocabulary. 7 lter- 
ary style. [based on Latin /ingua ‘tongue’ | 


dvadeve 


(also 


language laboratory 7. a room equipped with 
tape recorders ete. for learning a lorcign language. 

languid ad). lacking vigour: idle: inert. [from Latin 
languidus| O languidly adi. languidness ». 

languish jini LV be or grow feeble: lose or lack 
vitality. 2 put on a sentimentally tender or languid 
look. G languish for droop or pine for. languish 
under sulfer under (esp. depression, confinement, 
ete.) [from Laun /anguer| OG languishment 77 

languor /lang-ver/ 7. Vlack of energy or alertness: 
idleness. 2 faintness: fatigue. 3 a soft or tender mood 
or cflect. 4 an oppressive stillness col the air ete.) 
|Latin] o languorous adj. languorously «ad: 

lank adj. 1 tol ban, grass, ete.) long, limp, and 
straight. 2 thin and tall. 3 shrunken; spare. [Old 
Enelish| o lankly ad: lankness »: 

lanky «7. lankier, lankiest) jo! limbs, a person. 
etc.) ungracefully thin and long or tall. o lankily 
adc. lankiness 1. 

lanolin vv. a fat found naturally on sheep's wool and 
used as a base for ointments. [German] 

lantern /. laa lamp with a Wansparent usu. elass 
case protecting a candle fame ete. ba similar elec- 
tric ete. lamp. ¢ its case. 2 a raised structure on 


a dome, room, etc... elazed to 


admit light or vendlation 

pon, 3 the heht-chamber LANTERN 

of a lehthouse. 4 = wae SLIDE IN \ 

LANTERN. [from Greek fanpta APMC Lt 
LANTERN 


‘torch, lamp | 

lantern fish 7. any marie 
fish of the fanuk Mycto- 
phidae, having small light 
head and 


CHa) 


organs on the 
Lococly mask 
lantern-fly 7. ()/. -flies) — /unlen 
any tropical homopterous 
insect Of the family Puleo- 
ridac, lormerh thought to 
be luminous 
lantern jaws 1./)/, lone 
thin pews and chin, giving 
at hollow look to the faci 
lantern slide 1. & 4: Slick 
lar projection by a imewie 


lantern ct 


LANYARD fe 
BELWEEN 
SB Bellon 


lanthanide 1. Chem. any of ascrics of fifteen 
metallic clements with similar chemical 
properties, from lanthanum to luteum 
in the periodic table. [from German] 

lanthanum 7. Chena silvery metallic 
element of the lanthanide series which 
is usechin the manufacture of alloys and 
catalysts. [based on Greek lanthanein “to 

escape notice’, from having remained 
undetected m cerium oxide] 


lanyard nx. 1 a cord hanging 
round the neck or looped round 
the shoulder, esp. of a Scout or sail- 
or ete, to which a knife ete. may be at- 
tached. 2. Nault, <a short rope or line used 
for securmy, tightening, ete. 3a cord attached 
toa breech mechamsm for firing a gun. [from 
Old French lanieve| 
Laodicean /lay-oh-di-see-in/ adj. luke- 
warm or half-hearted, esp. in religion or pol- 
ides. [from Latin Laodiea in Asia Minor, 
with reference to the carly Ghrisuans there 
isee Rey. 3: 163] 
Laotian /lay-oh-shau/ @ 7. 1 aa native o1 
national of Laos in SE Asia. b a person of 
Laotian descent. 2 the language of Laos. 
e@ ad, of or relating to Laos or its people on 
language. 
lap! n. the front of the body from the 
ist (o the knees of a sitting person. 
O in (or on: a person’s lap as a 
person's responsibility. in the lap of 
the gods .of an event cte., open to 
chance; beyond human control. in the lap of 
luxury in extremely luxurious surroundings. [Old 
Enghsh leppa ‘fold, fap] 0 lapful vn. \p/. -fuls:. 
lap* en. La one circuit of a racetrack ete. ba 
section of a journey ete. (oa the fast lap. 2 a an 
amount of overlapping. b an overlapping part. 3 a 
single turn of thread, ete.. round a reel etc. e 
lapped, lapping, 1 /r Jead on 
compettor) by one or more laps. 2 / .often foll. by 
about, round) cou, fold, or wrap (a garment ete. 
round, 3 fi vusu. toll. by vo enfold in wraps etc. 4 f. 
(as lapped adj.) (usu. oll. by a) enfolclecd caress- 
ingly. 5 f, surround (a person) with an influence 
etc. 6 if. vusu, toll, by over: project: overlap. 7 t. 
cause to overlap. [Middle Enghsh} 
lap® e :. (lapped, lapping, 1 /. a (also absol.) (usu. 
of an animal: drink (iquid) with the tongue. b wusu. 
loll. by up consume greedily. 2 a de: vof water move 
or beat upon fa shore) with a rippling sound as ol 
lapping. b ml. of waves ete.) moye in ripples; make 
a lapping sound, @ a”. the process or an act of 
lapping. (Old Englisty| 


overtake (a 


laparoscope i. Sieery a libre-opuic instrument for 
insertion through the abdominal wall. [based on 
Greek fapara “ank’| o laparoscopy ». | p/. -ies'. 
laparotomy 1. (/)/. -ies, a surgical incision into 
the abdominal cavity for exploration or diag- 
nosis. |based on Greek fapara ‘Mank’| 
lap dancing #/. crouic dancing in which 
the dancer performs a striptease ucar to 
or on the lap of a paying customer, 
lapdog »). a smal) pet dog. 
lapel v7. the part of a coat, jacket. cte., 
lolded back against the front part round 
the neck opening. {based on tw’ 
Olapelled «acd. 
lapidary e adj. 1 concerned with 
stone or stones. 2 engraved upon 
stone, 3 of writing 
sik dignifiect anc 
concise, — suitable 
fon INSCrIPUONs 
@n. ipl -ies\ a 
cutter, polisher, 07 
engraver of 
[ased on 


gems. 
Latin 
lapis tis “stone’| 


LAPIS LAZULI 


lard 


lapis lazuli /lap-iss laz-yoo-li/ n. <a 
blue mineral used as a gemstone. > GEM. 
2 a bright bluc pigment formerly made 
from this. 3 its colour, [Latin, literally 
‘stone of lapis lazuk’, from Persian| 
Laplander 7. a native or national of 
Lapland. [fron Swedish Lappland] 
lap of honour 2. Bri/. a ceremonial 
circuit of a football pitch, a track, etc., by 
a winner or winners. 
Lapp ev. t a member of the indigenous 
population of the extreme north of Scan- 
dinavia. 2 the language of the Lapps. @ ad. 
of or relating to the Lapps or their language. 
[Swedish | 


a Usage Jhe Lapps’ own name for themselves, 
Sami, is now often preferred with reference to the 
people. 


lappet 7. 1 a sinall flap or fold of a garment ete. 
2 a hanging or loose piece of flesh, such as a lobe 
or wattle, [based on tae’) 
lapse e 7. 1 a slight error; a slip of memory etc. 2a 
weak or careless decline mto an inferior state. 
3 oll. by of) an interval or passage of time. 4 Lace 
the termmation of a right or privilege through 
disuse cic. @ cuir 1 fail to maintain a position or 
standard. 2 (foll. by eno) fall back into an inferior or 
previous state, 3 (of a mght or privilege etc.) 
become invalid through disuse etc. 4 (as lapsed 
adj. (of a person or thing) that has lapsed. {from 
Latin /apsus “slipped’] 
laptop ». (olten @/inb) ¥ a microconiputer that is 
portable and suitable for use 


, while travelling, 
foldaway ae =) 


LOD \creen 


~~ 


OWERT) 
he) board 


mobile 
telephone 


CD-ROM tray 


EXETO PSN: 
MOBILE PELEPHONI 


| modem cable 


lapwing 1. a plover, Fanellis vanellus, with black and 
white plumage, crested head, and a shrill ery. 
[Old Enehsh Aledpeccince, trom hlea 
pan “to leap’ + base of reinh 1) 
move from side to side’] 
larboard 1). & «adj. Naui. archaic = 
ror, (Middle English | 
larceny 7. (pl. -ies) hist. the 
theft of personal property (re- 
placed in 1968 by theft 
[based on Latin /atre 
‘vobber | G larcenist 
”. larcenous «/). 
larch 7. 1 ® @ deciduous 
conilerous tree ol the 
genus Larix, with bright 
fohage and producing tough 
timber 2 vin full larchwood, 
its wood. & woon. [from Latin 
lary -tis} 
lard e ». the internal Gut of the 
abdomen of pigs, esp. when 


LARCH: 
Et ROPLAN LARCH 
(Larix decidua 


rendered for use esp. in cook- 
ing. @ ef, Linsert strips of fat 
or bitcon in 


macat ete. belore 


larder 


LARVA 


The larva represents the second stage in 
the life cycle of those insects, such as 
wasps, butterflies, beetles, and flies, that 
undergo complete metamorphosis. It 
follows the cgg stage, and precedes the 
pupal and adult stages. A larva often has 
a different diet from that of the adult. It 
does not have wings, and may also lack 
legs. During the larval stage, which may 
last several years, the insect grows by 
periodically shedding its hard outer skin 
or exoskeleton, and replacing it with a 
new, larger skin underneath. 


| #XAMPLES OF INSECT LARVAE 


CADDIS-FLY LARVA | 
(Ghphotaelius pellucidus: 


SWALLOW TAIL 
LARVA 
(Papilio machaon) 


VPLOUR BEETLE LARVA 
( Tenebrio molitor) 


cooking. 2 (foll. by zzh) embellish with particular 
words or expressions. [from Latin /ardum]) 0 lardy 
ad). 

larder x. 1 a room or large cupboard for storing 
food. 2 a wild animal's store of food, esp. for winter. 
[from medieval Latin /ardarium, related to 1 yo] 

lardon 7. (also lardoon) a strip of fat bacon used to 
lard meat. [French] 

lardy-cake n. Bri. cake made with lare, currants, ete, 

large e@ adj. 1 of considerable or relatively great size 


or extent. 2 of the larger kind (che large intestine). 3 of 


wide range; comprehensive. 4 pursuing an activity 
on a large scale (large farmer), @ n. (at large) 1 at 
liberty. 2 as a body or whole (he people at large). 3 (ot 
a narration etc.) at full length and with all details 
4 without a specific target (scatters insulls at large). 
Din large on a large scale. large as life sce iin. 
larger than life see wit. [from Latin /arga lem.) 
‘copious’| Go largeness n. largish ad). 


large intestine 7. the caccum, colon, and rectum 
collecuvely. & pics ox 

largely adz. to a great extent; principally (i large) 
due tu laziness). 

large-minded «dj bhcialy not nao -nunded 

large-scale adj. made or occurring on a large scale 
or in large amounts 

largesse /lar-zhess/ n. (also largess) 1 moncy or 
gilts freely given, esp. on a special occasion, by a 
person in high position. 2 generosity, beneficence, 
flront Old) French 

largo \us. @ adv, G adj. in a slow tempo and digni- 
fied in style. @ 7. 1 pl. -os) a largo passage or move- 
ment, [Italian, literally “broad’| 


LASER 


flash tube, excites the atoms of the lasing 
medium, causing them to emit light in the 


backwards and forwards between mirrors at 
either end of the tube, colliding with 


other atoms and releasing more 
photons as they go. Some photons 
pass through the half-silvered 

| mirror, emerging from the tube as 
a thin beam of coherent hight, with 
waves all of the same colour. 


GIENWaAXYS NOREEN GEN 
LET LENNON, TN Ishe 


lariat n. 1 a lasso. 2 a tcthering-rope, esp. used by 
cowboys. [based on Spanish reatar “to tie again] 

lark! np. 1 any small bird of the family Alaudidae 
with brown plumage, elongated hind claws, and 
tuneful song, 2 any of various similar birds. [Old 
English] 

lark? collog. @ n. 1a frolic or spree; an amusing inci- 
dent. 2 Brit. a type of activity, affair, ete. (fed up with 
this digging lark). @ v.intr. (foll, by about) play tricks; 
frolic, [1 9th-century coinage] 0 larky ad). 

larkspur 7. 1a plant of the genus Consolida (butter- 
cup family), with spurred flowers. 2 a delphinium, 

Larry x. 0 as happy as Larry Bri. collog. 
extremely happy. 

larva, (//. larvae /-vee/; 1 <4 the active immature 
form of an insect, forming the stage between egg 


and pupa. > vweryorenosis, 2 an immature form of 


other animals that undergo some metamorphosis. 
jearlicr in sense “disembodied spirit’: Latin, literally 
‘ghost, mask’] 0 larval ad). 

laryngeal /\i-rin-ji-al/ adj. of or relating w the 
larynx. 

laryngitis /la-rin-jy-tiss/ n. inflammation of the 
larynx, 

larynx ». (//. larynges /lai-rin-jecz/) the hollow 
muscular organ forming an air passage to the lungs 
and holding the vocal cords. > rispmyiion. [from 
Greck larugs| 

lasagne /\i-zan-ya/ n. pasta in the form of shects. 
& psi. [based on Latin /asanum ‘cooking pov] 


A laser consists of a tube containing a substance 
known as a lasing medium, which may be solid, 
liquid, or gaseous. A power source, such as a 


form of photons. These photons are reflected 


lash 


waves of 
ved light \ 


Hash tube , 


photon 


| half-silvered 


mirror 


gaseous lasing 
medium 


METI 


Lascar n. a sailor from India or SE Asia. {from 
Urdu & Persian /askar ‘army’| 

lascivious adj. 1 lustful. 2 inciting to or evoking 
lust. [based on Latin fascia ‘lusttulness’| o laseivi- 
ously «adi, lasciviousness /. 

lase «int, 1 function as or ina laser. 2 (of a substance) 
undergo the physical processes employed in a laser. 

laser 7. A a device that generates an intense beam 
of coherent monochromatic radiation in the imfra- 
red, visible, or ultraviolet region of the electromag- 
netic spectrum, & HoLodka. [acronym from fight 
amplification by stimulated emission of radiation} 

laserdisc 7. a disc on which signals and data are 
recorded to be reproduced by directing a laser 
beam on to the surface. 

laser printer 7. ¥ a printer in which a laser is used 
to form a pattern of dots on a photosensitive drum 
corresponding to the pattern of print required. 

LaserVision 2. proj7. a system for the reproduction 
of video signals recorded on a cise with a laser. 

lash e #1 fy, & iy. make a sudden whip-like move- 
ment, 2 & beat with a whip ete. 3 ml pour or rush 
with great force. 4 itr (foll. by at, against) strike 
violently. 5: casugate in words. 6 & urge on as 
with a lash, 7 @ (foll. by down, together, etc.) fasten 
with a cord, rope, etc. 8 / (of rain, wind, etc.) beat 
forcefully upon. @ 7. 1 aa sharp blow made by a 
whip, rope, etc. b (prec. by dei punishment by beat- 
ing with a whip ctc. 2 the flexible end of a whip. 
3 (usu. in pl.) an cyclash. o lash out 1 (often foll. by 


LASER PRINTER 
Laser printers produce permanent 
high-resolution unages made up of 
tiny dots. The image to be printed ts 
represented by a binary code signal 
which causes a laser beam to turn on 
and olf intermittently: Guided by a 
spinning mirror, this on-oll beam 
focuses via lenses on to a rotating 
drum. As the beam scans across 
the drum, it changes a negative 
charge of static elec aieity mite 
a positive charge. Particles ol 
ink adhere to the positively 
charged areas of the drum, 
building up a coniplete 
image that is transferred 

ob to paper in the lori 


- 3s aaron 
of a printed document. 


of paper fred 


DEAIONS PRATION 
OF HOW A LASER 
PRINTER WORKS 


inh roller 


spinning 


C nueryvar 


beam 


fase) 
ernie a 
laser beam , hr 
- 
=e 
- 
ft 
- Meir 
_ positive charg 
Mattes 
_ negaltr 


char 


lashing 


at) speak or hit out angrily. 2 often foll, by an) Bril. 
spend money extravagantly. [Middle English] 
Oo lashless ad). 

lashing ». 1 a beating with a whip ete. 2 cord usec 
for lashing, 

lashings 7./)/. 
abundance. 

LASIK /lay-zik/ ». corrective cye surgery in which 
a flap of the corneal surface is raised and a thin 
layer of underlying tissue is removed using a laser. 
{acronym from /aser-assisted in situ keratomileusis] 

lass 2. esp. Se. & \ Engl. or poel. a girl or young woman. 
[from Old Norse /askeea (fem.) ‘unmarricd’] 

Lassa fever 7. an acute and often fatal febrile viral 
disease of tropical Africa. [from Lassa, a village in 
Nigeria] 


(foll, by of) Brit. collog. plenty; an 


lassie 1. collog. = 1.\ss. 
. ‘ex lassitude 1. 1 lanwuor, weari- 
2) disinclination to 
exert or interest’ onesell. 
[from Latin das studo| 
lasso e@ ¥. (fi. -os vor 
-oes) 4a rope with a 
noose at one end. used 
esp. i N. America for 
catching cattle — ete. 
@ «wh \-0es, -oed), 
catch with a_ lasso. 
[from Spanish — daze 
‘lace’| o lassoer 1. 
last! @ adj. 1 aficr all 
others; coming at ol 
belonging to the end. 
2 a most recent: next 
before a specified time 
lat Christmas. b preceding (got an al the last station 
3 only remaining he fay biscuit). 4 yprec. by she) least 
likely or suitable (he last person Fd want. 3 the lowest 
in rank (he last place), adv. V after all others yesp. in 
comb: 2 on the last occasion belore 
the present \cehen did you last sec him. 3 wesp 
in enumerating) lasth, e. Ta person on 
thine that last-mentioned, etc. 
2 pree. by fhel the last mention or sight 
etc. (shall never hear the last af a). 3 die 
last. performance of certain acts \ 
breathed his last), 4 ypree, by the) a the 
end or last moment. b death. o at \ 
last (or long last) in the end: after \, 
much delay. on one’s last legs 
pay one’s last 
respects sce 1). to (or till the 
last ull the enc: esp. ull death. 
[Old English] 
last? int. 1 
hausted 01 


ness, 


BASSO 


last-mentioned), 


is last, 


sce Lit, 


remain unex- 
adequate ol 
alive for a specified ot 
considerable time 

ta last uy @ et eek) 
for a specified time che 
hour, O last out remain adequate or in 
existence for the whole of a period previ- 
oush stated or mmphed. [Old bnglish| 


2 continue 
journey lasts an 


enough 


last? 1. a shoemaker’s model lor shaping 
or repairing a boot, [Old 
Enelish (éste ‘last last footprint } 


shoe or 
‘lest boot, 
last ditch . a place of final desperate defence 
last ditch attempt). 
last-gasp ad) collag. at the last possible moment, 


oftenwith hyphen, alith: 


lasting adj. 1 continuing, permanent. 2 clurable. 


O lastingly «ad 
lastly di. finally; in the last place. 
last minute 7. also last moment the time just 
before an important event, 
last name #, suinain 
calls giv- 


2 this call at military 


last post ». /ri/. 1 (he last of several bugle 


Inv nouice to retire at night. 
frnerals ote 
last rites #/,/)/. sacicd rite 


of death 


fora person on the point 


last straw n. (prec. by fhe) a slight addition to a 
burden or difficulty that makes it finally unbear- 
able. [from the saying ¢ zwas the last straw thal broke the 
camel's back| 


Last Supper #. the Supper eaten by Christ and his 
clisciples on the eve of the Crucifixion, as recorded 
in the New ‘Testament. 

last word 7. (prec, by /he) 1a final or detinitive 
statement. 2 often foll, by a) the latest fashion. 

lat. abbx: latitude. 

latch e wv. 1 a bar with a catch and lever used as a 
fastening for a gate etc. 2 a spring-lock prevent- 
ing a door from being opened from the outside 
without a key after being shut. @ af, & mb. fasten 
or be fastened with a latch, o lateh on often foll, 
by to} collog. 1 attach oneself (to). 2 understand. 
on the latch fastened by the latch only, not 
locked. 

latchkey . (//. -eys, a key of an outer door. 

latchkey child ». a child who is alone at home 
alter school until a parent returns from work. 

late e@ ad). Laticr the due or usual Gime: occurring or 
done after the proper ume. 2 a far on in the day or 
night or in a specified time or period. b far on in 
development. 3 flowering or ripening towards the 
end of the season, 4 (prec. by the or my, his, ete.) no 
longer alive or haying the specified status \dhe late 
president), 5 \esp. 1 seperl.) of recent date ithe latest 
songs). @ adi. 1 after the due or usual time (arrived 
fate,. 2 far on in time this happened later on). 3 ator ull 
a late hour, 4 at a late stage of development. 
5 formerly but not now (late of (he Serlfies), O at the 
latest as the latest time cnvisaged (hy six at te 
lules!). late in the day at a late stage in the 
proceedings, esp. too late to be usclul. the latest 
the most recent news, fashion, etc. [Old English] 
0 lateness vv. 

latecomer »). a person who a.rives late. 

lateen ad. ¥ wol a ship) riggect with a latcen 
sail. & puow. {from French (voile) datine “Latin (sail), 

common in the 

Mediterranean] 


becarse 


lateen 


> vail 


Joremast 


ania t 


Vipdee 
! 


topsail 


LATEEN: 
PORLUGLU ESI 


TO TTE-GINEURY 


a fly Was “>| 


lateen sail 7. a triangular sail on a long yard at an 
angele of [5 ta the mast, & 

Late Latin 7, Latin of about yw 200) 600 

lately adi. not long ago; recently; 

La Téne Jiao! of or relating to the 
cultural phase of the Tron Age im central and W. 
Kurope, lasting trom the oth to the Ist centuries r% 
la districtin Switzerland, where remains of it were 
first identified| 


I siti 


i recent times 


second 


latent adj. T concealed. dormant. 2 existing but not 
developed or manilest. flrom: Latin dalent- 
Oo latency vv. latently «i. 


‘hicting’| 


latent heat 7. Piysicy the heat required to convert a 


latter 


solid into a liquid or vapour, or a liquid into a 
vapour, without change of temperature. 

latent image 7. Pholog. an image not yet made vis- 
ible by developing. 

lateral e adj. 1 of, at, towards, or from the side or 
sides. 2 descended from a brother or sister of a 
person in direct line. @ 7. a side part etc., esp. a 
lateral shoot or branch. [from Latin /ateralis| 
O laterally «du. 

lateral line 7. Qool. a visible linc along the sicle of a 
fish consisting of a scries of sense organs acting as 
vibration receptors. 

lateral thinking 7. Brit. a method of solving prob- 
lems indirectly or by apparently dlogical methods. 

latex 1. (//. latexes or latices /lay-ti-seez/) la 
milky fhid of mixed composition found in vari- 
ous plants and trees, esp. the rubber tree. 2 a 
synthetic product resembling this. {Latin, literally 
liquid] 

lath x. (f/. laths) 1 a thin flat strip of wood, esp. as 
part of a framework or support for plaster etc. 
2 csp. in phr. lath and plaster) laths collectively 
as a building material, esp. as a foundation for 
supporting plaster. [Old English | 

lathe ». a machine for shapmeg wood, nictal, etc., by 
rotating the article against changeable cutting tools. 

lather /lah-(icer/ @ 1. La froth produced by agitat- 
ing soap ete. and water. 2 frothy sweat, esp. of a 
horse. 3a state of agitation. @ 2 Lint: (of soap ete.) 
form a lather, 2 & cover with lather, 3 iin tof a 
horse ete.) develop or become covered with lather. 
4 ti, collog. thrash. [Old English] 0 lathery ad). 

lathi ». (///. Yathis) (in India) a long heavy won-bound 
bamboo stick used as a weapon, esp. by police. [Hindi 
lathi| 

latices p/. of 1 iis. 

Latin e 7. 1 the Italic language of ancient Rome 
and its empire, originating in Latium. 2 Rom. Hist. 
an inhabitant of anc ient Latium in central Italy. 
@ ad). Vof orm Latin’ 2 of the countries or peoples 
using languages develope d from Latin. 3 Rom. Hist. 
of or relating to ancient Latium or its inhabitants. 
4.of the Roman Catholic Church. [based on Latium 

2)| 0 Latinisre x. Latinist 1. 

Latina sce Lino 7. 

Latin America 1. the parts of Central and S, 
America where Spanish or Portuguese is the main 
language. o Latin American 1. © ad). 


(SCC H. 


Latinate adj. having the character of Latin. 

Latin Church 71. the Western Church 

Latin cross 77. a plain cross with the lowest member 
longer than the other three. 

Latinize 7./), (also -ise) 1 give a Latin or Latinate 
form to, 2 make conlormable to the ideas. customs. 
vic. of the ancient Romans, Latin peoples, o 
Latin Church. o Latinization / 

Latino /la-tee-noh/ .\. . Aner (pl. -os: fem 
Latina) a Latin American inhabitant of the 
United States. @ ad. of or relating to these inhah- 
itants. {Latin American Spanish| 

latitude 1. 1 Gee a the angular distance on a 
meridian north or south of the equator, expressed 
In degrees and minutes. & Loxcit ps. b (usu. in pl) 
regions or climes icarm latitudes, 2 freedom from 
narrowness: liberality of interpretation. 3 tolerated 
variety of action or opinion yeas allowed much lati 
tude). {from Latin /atitudo| o latitudinal adj. latitu- 
dinally «ad. 

latitudinarian e 7. allowing latitude esp. in reli- 
gion. @ 7. a person with a latitudinarian attitude. 
0 latitudinarianism 7. 

atria 7. RO Gh. supreme worship allowed to God 
alone. [Late Latin, from 
Irom dafreucin serve’ | 


Greek /atreia ‘worship’. 


latrine 7. a communal lavatory, esp. in a barracks 
¢. {from Latin daira “privy | 
latte 7. 4 drink of frothy steamed milk to which a 
shot of espresso collee is added. |Talian. short for 
caffe latte “nrilk ¢ ollee’ | 
latter adj. 1 qprec. by the, this, ev 


ac ousu. absol.) the 


latter-day 


second-mentioned or disp. last-mentioned person 
or thing. 2 nearer to the end (dhe latter part of the year). 
3 recent. 4 belonging to the end of a period, of the 
world, etc. [Old English in sense ‘later’ 


a Usage The use of /ai/er to mean “last-mentioned of 
three or more’ is considered incorrect hy some people. 


latter-day altrih.adj. modern, contemporary. 

Latter-day Saints 1./)/. the Mormons’ name for 
themselves. 

latterly adv. 1 in the latter part of life or of a period. 
2 recently. 

lattice 1. 1 a structure of crossed laths or bars with 
spaces between, used as a fence etc. 2 Crystallog a 
regular periodic arrangement of atoms, ions, or 
molecules. [from Old French /aitis| 0 latticed ad). 
latticing n. 

lattice frame ». (also lattice girder) a girder or 
truss made of top and bottom members connected 
by struts usu. crossing diagonally. 

lattice window ». <a win- 
dow with small panes set in 
diagonally crossing strips of 
lead. 

Latvian e 7. 1 aa native of 
Latvia, a Baltic republic. b a 
person of Latvian descent. 
2 the language of Latvia. 
@ adj, of or relating to Latvia 
or its people or language! 

laud e iz praise or extol, 
esp. in hymns. @ 7. 1 Lilerary 
praise: a hymn of praise. 
2 (in pl.) the office of the first 
canonical hour of prayer. 
[based on Latin /aus landiy ‘praise’} 

laudable adj. commendable, praiseworthy. 0 laud- 
ably adi: 


mw Usage Laudable ‘praiseworthy’ is sometimes 
confused with /audatory ‘expressing praise’. The 
difference is llustrated by the sentence Her laudable 
efforts dhere recognized in the mayor's laudatory speech. 


LATTICE 
WINDOW 


laudanum 7. an opium preparation formerly used 
as a narcotic painkiller, [originally name given by 
Paracelsus to a cosdy medicament] 

laudatory «dj. ¢xpressing praise, 
wm Usage See Usage Note at uwnavi. 


lauds sec twp 1, 2. 

laugh e «1 tix make the spontaneous sounds and 
movements usual in expressing lively amusement, 
scorn, derision, ete. 2 f& express by laughing. 3 ah. 
(loll, by a) ridicule, make fun of. 4 aux an phx. be 
laughing) ro/log. be in a fortunate or successlul pos- 
ition, @ 7. 1 the sound or act or manner of laughing. 
2 wllog. a comical or ridiculous person or thing. 
0 have the last laugh be whumately the winner. 
laugh off get rid of (embarrassment or humiladon) 
by joking. laugh out of court deprive of a heanng 
by ridicule, laugh up one’s sleeve be sccrctly o1 
inwardly amused. [Old English | 

laughable adj. |wdicrous: highly amusing. o laugh- 
ably adv. 

laughing e vv. laughicr. @ ad. in senses of Lt cil 
7, O no laughing matter something serious. 
O laughingly adr. 

laughing gas 7. nitrous oxide as an anaesthetic, 

laughing hyena 7. a hyena, Grocula crocita, whose 
howl is compared to a ficudish laugh. 

laughing jackass 77, = Koon \Hl RRA. 

laughing stock 7. a person or thing open to 
general ridicule. 

laughter 7. the act or sound of laughing. 

launch'e =. 1 / set (a vessel) afloat. 2 /. hurl or sencl 
forth (a weapon, rocket, etc.),. 3 ds start or set in 
motion (an enterprise, a person on a course of 
action, ete... 4 & formally introduce (a new product 
with publicity ete, 5 nix a (toll. by ou, mo, make a 
start, esp. on an ambitious enterprise. b doll. by ufo) 


LAVA 


Magma (molten rock) emerging from a 
volcanic eruption is called lava. Magma 
bubbles up from a magma chamber deep 
under the ground and flows out through a 
vent. There are two iain kinds of lava 


| flow, both of which take their name from 


Hawaiian words. Aa (pronounced @h-ah) 
flows are viscous, and are covered in sharp 
angular blocks called scoria. Pahoehoc 

( pa-hoy-hoy) flows are less viscous and form 
a wrinkled skin with a rope-like appear- 
ance, caused by the lava flowing beneath. 


EXAMPLES OF LAVA 


BN; \) Ua Nhe) 


PAHOPEOE LAVA 


begin suddenly (a speech, song, ete.i. @ 2. the act 
or an instance of launching. [from Old French 
laucier| 

launch? x. 1 a large motor boat. 2 his! a man-of- 
war's largest boat. [from Spanish dancha Spinnace’] 

launcher »7. & structure or device to hold a rocket 
during launching. 

launder :./, 1 wash and iron iclothes. linen. et 
2 rollog. wansfer (funds) to conceal a dubious or 
Wegal origin. [based on Latin /avanda ‘things to be 
washed’| 0 launderer #. 

launderette 1). (iso laundrette) an establishment 
with coin-operated washing machimes and drycrs 
for public use. 

laundress 1. a woman who launders clothes, linen, 
ete., esp. professionally. 

laundromat ». esp..\. fine a launderette, 

laundry ». ;//. -ies) 1 aa room or building for 
washing clothes etc. b a firm that washes clothes 
ete, commercially, 2 clothes or linen for laundering 
or newly laundered. 


laureate e aid). wreathed! with laurel as a mark of 


honour @ nv. Loa person who ts honoured for 
outstanding achievement \ \ube/ laureate). 2 = Pow 
EatkiAu. [based on Latin faarea ‘laurel wreath’| 
O laureateship 1. 

laureley. Ln? 1.2 atin vi. or plima 
wreath of bay leaves. tisecclas an emblem 
of victory or of disuneuon i poetry. 
b vin fl honour or cistincuon. 3 any 
plant with dark green ylossy leaves 
like a bay tree. @ 14 :laurelled, 
laurelling: (‘S laureled. laurel- 
ing, wreathe with laurel. o look to 
one’s laurels beware of Josing one’s 
pre-eminence, rest on one’s laurels 
be satished with what one has done ancl 
not seck further success. [from Latin dawns] 

lav 7. collog. lavatory. 

lava 1. A the matter which Mows froma voleane and 
solidifies on cooling. & vore wo. [Ltalian, originally 
apphed toa stream of rain, from Javare to wash’ ] 

lavage vv. .\ed. washing out of a body cavity, such as 
the colon or stomach, with water or a medicated 
solution. | French, from faze to wash’ | 

lavatorial ad. 1 of or relating to lavatorics, esp 
resembling the architecture or decoration of public 
lavatories. 2. of humour etc.) scatological. 


CROSS-SECTION OF A VOLGANQ, 


active juvenile 
volcano 


LAUREL 


law 


SHOWING LAV FLOW 


cond), main conduil 


secondary 
conduit. 


Htc fluc 


layers of 
volcante ash, 


sagging older strata | \ magma chamber 


lavatory 1. | //. -ies) ta large receptacle for urinat- 
ing or defecating into, usu. flushed by water. 2 a 
room or compartment containing one or more of 
these. Joriginally im sense ‘washing-vessel’: based 

| on Latin /avare ‘to wash’ | 

lavender e 7. 1 a ¥ any small evergreen shrub of 
the genus Lavandula, with narrow leaves and blue, 
purple, or pink aromatic flowers. b its flowers 
and stalks dried and used for their 
scent. > tian. 2 a 
pale. slightly 
mauvish blue. 
@ ad. 1 pale, 
slighdy mauvish 


blue. 2 haying . 

the fragrance / ee 

of laven- Hi 

der flow- / 

ers. [from / 

medieval Latin 

lavandula| 

lavender-water ha LAVENDER 

perfume mace from ibacsanttle 

cistilled lavender and are 
angustifolra 

alcohol. ‘Munstead’) 


laver /lay-ver/ 7. any 
of various edible seaweeds. esp. Porphyra umbilicaulis, 
having sheetlike fronds. [Latin] 
laver bread 7. a Welsh dish of 
laver which is boiled, dipped in oat- 
meal, and fried. 
lavish e@ «ij. 1 giving or producing 
in large quantities; profuse, 2 gen- 
y  crous, unstinting. 3 excessive. over- 
abundant. @e ef: (often foll. by on 
bestow or spend (money, praise, ete. 
abundantly, [based on Old French 
lavayye “deluge of rain’) 0 lavishly ads. 
lavishness 1. 
law x. La arule cnacted or customary in a commiu- 
nity and recognized as enjoming or prohibiting 
certain actions and enforced by the mposition of 
penalties. ba body of such rules (dhe law of the land: 
forbidden under Scats law). 2 (he controlling influence 
of laws: respeet for laws tare and order. 3 laws 
collectively as a social svstem or subject of study 
wwas reading law. 4 bincing force or etlect thet cord 
is law). 3 prec, by the athe legal protession. b ¢ollag 
the police, 6 the statute and common hoy vopp 


baie 


law-abiding 


hotity 2), 7 (in ply jurisprudence. 8 a the judicial 


reinedy; litigation. b the law courts as providing 
this (go to law). 9 a rule of action or procedure, e.g. 
in a game, form of art, etc. 10 a regularity in 
natural occurrences, esp. as formulated or pro- 
pounded in particular instances (/he lave of gravity: 
Parkinsons faves. VV divine commandments. 8 at (or 
in) law according to the laws. be a law unto 
oneself do what one feels is right; disregard 
custom. go to law take Iegal action. lay down 
the law be dogmatic or authoritarian. take 
the law into one’s own hands redress a 
grievance by one’s own means, esp. by force. 
{from Old Norse lag, something ‘laid dow 
or fixed] 

law-abiding ad). obeclicnt to the laws. 

lawbreaker 7x. a person who breaks the law. 
Oo lawbreaking 1. & ad). 

law centre 7. Bil. an independent publicly-funded 
advisory service on legal matters. 

law court 1. a court of law. 

lawful ad. conforming with, permitted by, or 
recognized by law, o lawfully adv, lawfulness un. 

lawgiver »). a person who lays down laws. 

lawless «adj. 1 having no laws or enforcement of 
them. 2 disregarding laws. 0 lawlessly adv. law- 
lessness i. 

Law Lord 7. a member of the House of Lords 
qualified to perform its legal work. 

lawmaker 7. « legislator. o law-making ad). & 7. 

Jawman 7. (f/. -men) US a law-enforcement 
officer, esp. a sheriff or police officer. 

lawn! e 1, a piece of grass kept mown and smooth. 
eof turn into lawn. [from Old French dade heath ] 

lawn? x. a fine linen or cotton fabric, [Middle 
English] a lawny «cd. 

lawnmower 7). W 3 machine for cutting the grass 
ona lawn. 


ROTARY 


BLADI 


rotating clutch 


blade 


: We attie 
driveshafl throtth 


hearing 


petrol 


el ld 


cullings 
hag 


Ala 


housing 


hlade herght 
cedpuste i 


LAWNMOWER: #1. 1 ROL-POWL RED 
ROTARY EVANMIOWLR 


lawn tennis 7. the usual form of tennis, played 
with a soft ball on an open grass or hard court (cf. 
KIEAL LE NNISE 


ws Usage Jaen Jennis has been replaced by Trunis as 
the official international name of the sport. 


law of succession #7, the law regulating inheritance. 

law of the jungle 7. a state of ruthless competition 

lawrencium 7). G/iei. an artificially made trans- 
uranic radioactive metallic clement. [named alter 
BE. O. Lawrence, Ninerican physicist, [901 58 

lawsuit 1. the process or an instance ef making a 
claim ina law court 

law term ». Brif..a period appomited for the sitting 
of law courts 

lawyer 2. a member of the legal profession, esp. a 
solicitor, 0 lawyerly ad). [Middle Enelish faire 
from tw 


lax adj. 1 lacking care, concern, or firmness. 2 loose, 


relaxed; not compact. [from Latin lexus ‘loose’| 
O laxity ». laxly adi. laxness n. 
laxative e «dj. tending to stimulate 
or facilitate evacuauon of the 
bowels, @ v. a laxative mecli- 
cine. [from Late Latin /axa- 
NM, us| 
lay! ev (pas! and past part. 
laid) 1 / place on a surface. 
esp. horizontally in a position 
of rest laid the book on the table, 
2 fr. put or bring into a certain or the required pos- 
ition or state (lay a carpet, a cable). 3 inti, dial, Ne. € ty. 
make by laying \/ai the foundations). 5 tr, ,olten absol.) 
(tof a hen bird) produce jan egg, 6 &% a cause to 
subside or lie flat. b deal with to remove (a ghost, 
fear, etc.). 7 fe place or present for consideration (a 
case, proposal, etc.). 8 t. set down as a basis or start- 
ing point. 9 é (usu. foll. by o7) attribute or impute 
vblaine ete.). 10 4. locate (a scene ete.) ina certain 
place. 11 é prepare or make ready {a plan or a 
trap). 12 fx prepare (a table) for a meal. 13 f&% place 
or arrange the material for (a fire). 14 ¢ put down 
as a wager; stake, 15 / (toll. by rezth) coat or strew 
masurlace . 16 & slang offens. have sexual intercourse 
with (esp. a woman). @ ”. 1 the way, position, or 
chrection in which something lies. 2 sang offens. aa 
partner (esp. female) in sexual intercourse. b an act 
of sexual mtercourse, G in lay jof a hen) laying 
cggs regularly. lay about one I hit out on all sides. 
2 criucize indiscriminately. lay aside 1 put to one 
side. 2 cease to practise or consider. 3 save (money 
etc.) lor future neces. lay at the door of sce nour. 
lay bare expose, reveal. lay a charge make an 
accusation, lay claim to claim as one’s own. lay 
down 1 put on the ground or other surface. 
2 yelinquish: give up (an oflice;. 3 formulate o 
insist on va rule or principle). 4 begin to construct (a 
ship or railway }. 5 store (wine; in a cellar, 6 sacrifice 
one’s life). lay down the law sec tay. lay 
hands on 1 seize or attack. 2 place 
one’s hands on or over, esp. in comfirm- 
ation, ordination, or spiritual heal- 
ing, lay one’s hands on obtain, 
acquire. locate. lay hold of seize 01 
vrasp. lay in provide onesclf with a stock 
of, lay into eollog. attack violently with words 
or blows. lay it on thick (or with a trowel 
collug. Natter or exaggerate grossly, lay low over- 
throw, kill. or humble. lay off 1 discharge iworkers, 
temporarily or permanently because of a shortage 
of work; make redundant. 2 collog. desist. lay on 
1 esp. Bri. provide ya facility, amenity, ctc.). 2 wnpose 
ta penalty, obligation, ctc... 3 inflict blows). 4 spread 
on paint cte.). lay out 1 spread out. 2 expose to 
view, 3 prepare (a corpse) for burial. 4 collog. knock 
unconscious, 3 arrange (grouncls ete.) according: ta 
a plan. 6 expend moncy;. lay store by see siorr. 
lay to rest bury in a grave. lay up 1 store, save. 
2 put ya ship ete.) out of service. lay waste sce Ww sii, 
{Old English] 


FHENED 


mw Usage The intransitive use of the verb fa in 
sense 3 to mean ‘he’ is erroneous in- standard 
English and arises probably as a result of confusion 
with /a@ as the past of le, as in The dog lay on the flow 
which is correct. 


lay? adj. 1 a non-clerical. b not ordained into the 
clergy. 2 a not professionally qualified, esp. in law 
or medicine. b of or done by such persons. [from 
Greek lathas, from laas people | 

lay? v7. La short lyric or narrative poem meant to be 
suny, 2 a sone. [from Old reneh /a} 

lay? pastol i! 

layabout #/. a habitual Joafer or idler, 


lay-by ». |//, lay-bys) 1 Bii/. an area at the side of 


an open road where vehicles may stop. 2 a similar 
arrangement on a canal or railway. 3 dst & No 
asystem of paying a deposit to sccure an article for 
later purchase. 


LAYER 


lead 


layer e 7. 1 a thickness of matter, esp. one of sev- 
eral, covering a surface. 2 a person or thing that 
lays. 3 a hen that lays eggs (a good 
layer). 4 <4. shoot fastened down 
to take root while attached to the 
parent plant. @ wd: 1 a arrange 
in layers. b cut (hair) in layers. 
2 propagate (a plant) as a layer. 
o layered ad. 
layette n. a set of clothing, toilet 
articles, and bedelothes for a new- 
born child. [French, originally in 
sense ‘little drawer | 
layman 7. | /)/. -men; fo. laywoman, /)/. -women) 
1 any non-ordained member of a Church. 2 a 
person without professional or specialized know- 
ledge ma particular subject. 
lay-off 7. 1 a temporary or permanent discharge 
of workers; a reclundancy. 2 a period when this 
is in loree. 
lay open ?/7: 1 break the skin of. 2 (fol. by /o) expose 
(to criicism Cte). 
layout 7, 1 the disposing or arrangement of a site, 
ground, etc. 2 the way in which plans, printed 
matter, ete,, are arranged or set out. 3 something 
arranged or set out ina parucular way, 


roots 


layperson 7. a layman or laywoman. 

lay reader 7. (in the Anglican Church) a lay person 
licensed to preach and to conduct some religious 
Services. 

laywoman sce |.vyni\y. 

laze e¢. 1 wir spencl time lazily or idly. 2 fm (often 
foll, by azcay) pass (time) in this way. @ 7. a spell of 
lazing. [back-lormation from 1y7\ | 

lazy adj. \lazier, laziest, 1 disinclined to work, 
doing lide work. 2 of or inducing idleness. 3 (of 
a river ete.) slow-moving. O lazily adv. laziness n. 

lazybones 1. ( p/. same) collog. a lazy person. 

Ib abby. a pound or pounds (weight). [Latin bra] 

Lb.w. abbr. Cricket leg before wicket. 

Lc. abbr 1 in the passage etc. cited. 2 lower case. 
|sense 1: Latin /oco eitalo| \ 

LCD abby. 1 liquid crystal display. 2 lowest common 
denominator. . 

LCM abby: lowest common multiple. 

L/Cpl ahi). Lance Cerporal. 

Ld. whbr. Lord. 

LEA ahi). in the UK) Local Education Authority: 

lea ». poel. a meadow or field. [Old English] 

leach ©. 1 #7. subject ybark, ore, ash, or soil) to the action 
of percolating fluid. 2 0. & intr ifoll. by aeay, out) 
remove (soluble matter) or be removed in this way. 

lead! /leed/ @ «1 past and pas! part. led) 1 tr cause to 
go with one, esp. by guiding or showing the way or 
by gomg in front. 2. a direct the actions or opin- 
jons of b (often foll. by fo, or fo + infin.) guide by 
persuasion or cxample or argument (wheal led you to 
that conclusion?; was led to think you may be right). 3 ty 
(also absol.) provide aceess to; bring to a certain 
posiion or destination (és door leads you into a small 
room, the path leads uphill), 4 & pass or go through (a 
life ete. of a specified kind) led @ miserable existence). 
3 fra have the first place: in (lead the dance: leads the 
word in sugar production, b (also absol.) go first: he 
ahead ta race or game. ¢ (also absol.) be pre- 
eminent m some ficld. 6 & be in charge of (leads 
a leam of revearchers). 7 tr (also absol.) begin a round of 
play at cards by playing (a card) or a card of (a 
particular suit), 8 mb. Voll. by fo) have as an end or 
outcome; result in Gehal does all this lead to2), 9 intr 
fol, by cewhy Boxing make an attack (with a particu- 
lar blow). 10 taf fotl. ly wath, (of a newspaper) use 
a particular tem as the main story (ed cith the Stoch 
Markel crash, @ n. 1 suidance given by going in 
front; example, 2 a a leading place; the leadership 
(ts an the lead: take the lead». b the amount by which a 
competitor is ahead of the next behind (a lead of ten 
dads. 3 a clue, esp. an important early one. 4 a 
strap or cord lor leading a dog ctc. 5 a Bril. a 
conductor (usu. a wire: conveying clectric current 


lead 


from a source to an appliance. b US a conductor 
used in internal wiring. 6 a the chief part in a play 
etc. b (afiib) the chief instrument of a specified 


type (/ead guitar), 7 (in full lead story) the item of 


news given the greatest prominence im a newspaper 
or magazine. 8 a the act or right of playing first in 
a gaine or round of cards. b the card led. cg lead by 
the nose cajole (a person) into compliance. lead a 
person a dance see pancr. lead off begin; make 
a start. lead on 1 entice into going further than 
was intended. 2 mislead or deceive. lead up (or .V. 
Amer. down) the garden path collog. mislead. lead 
the way sce way. (Old English] o leadable adj. 
lead? /led/ @ 7. 1 Chem. a heavy bluish-grey soft 
ductile metallic element used in building and the 
manufacture of alloys. > or... 2 a graphite. b a thin 
length of this in a pencil. 3 a himp of lead used in 
sounding water. 4 (in pi.) lead frames holding the 
glass of a lattice or stamed-glass window, 5 Printing 


a amctal strip used to create space between lines of 


type. b this space. @ w/z 1 cover, weight, or frame (a 
roof or window panes) with lead. 2 Printing space 
lines of (printed matter) with leads, .3 add a lead 
compound to (petrol ctc.). 0 swing the lead sce 
swing, [Old English] o leaded adj. leadless aij. 

leaden adj. 1 of or like lead. 2 heavy, slow, burden- 
some (leaden limbs). 3 inert, depressing (leaden rule). 
4 lead-colourced (leaden skies). O leadenly adv. 
leadenness 7. 


leader 7. 1 a a person or thing that leads. bea 
person followed by others. 2 a the principal player 
or conductor in a music group. b Bri. the first 


LEAF 


A typical leaf consists of a thin flat lamina (blade) 
supported by a network of veins, a petiole (leaf-stalk), 
and a leaf base, where the petiole joins the stem. Leaves 
can be classified as simple, in which the lamina is a single 
unit, or compound, in which the lamina is divided into 
separate leaflets. Compound leaves may be pinnate, with 
pinnae (leaflets) on both sides of a rachis (main axis), or 
palmate, with leaflets arising from a single point at the 
Coniler leaves are usually simple and 
slender, and have a tough waxy surface. Unlike more 
delicate leaves, they often last for several years. 


tip of the petiole. 


EXASMPIEES OF LEAL TWRES AND : 


CONIFEROUS 


CF 


COMB-LIKI, 
ypectinale) 


PINNATTDID 


plata vel 
5-palmate) 


INSTR ST 
(acicular 


BIPINNALE 
2-pinnate 


SCM HNL 


LOBED OR Div IDED 


violin in an orchestra. 3. Brit, = waning vRuici., 4a 
short strip of non-functionmy material at each end 
of a reel of film or recording tape for connection to 
the spool. 5 (in full Leader of the House) Bri. a 
member of the government officially responsible 


for initiating business in Parliament. 6 a shoot of a | 


plant at the apex of a stem or of the main branch, 
0 leaderless ad). leadership 7. 
leader board /. a scoreboard, esp. at a golf course, 
showing the names etc. of the leading competitors. 
lead-free ad. without added lead 
compounds, 


(of petrol) 


lead-in 7. an introduction, opening, ete. 

leading! /lee-cing/ @ «dj. chief; most important. 
@ ». guiclance, leadership. 

leading? /led-ing/ n. Printing ¥ the spacing of lines 
of type. 


lype , leading 


composing stich 


LEADING BLIWLEN INVERILD META 
IYPL ON AN COMPOSING STICK 
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midrib — 
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SHAPES — 


SHAPES 
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#2 


SPOON-SILAPED 
(spathulate 
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™ : 
id 


@ Omit le 


PRIPINN ATI 
3-pinnate) 


ISA RS ES 


leaf 


leading aircraftman 7. ( fi. leading aircraft- 
woman) the rank above aircraitman in the RAF 

leading article n. Bril. a newspaper article giving 
the editorial opmion. 

leading counsel ». the senior barrister of two or 
more ina case. 

leading lady ». the actress playing the principal 
part in a play etc. 

leading light x. a prominent and influential per- 
SOL. 

leading man 7. the actor playing the principal part 
in a play ete. 

leading tea n. a question that prompts the 
answer wanted, c.g, So you never saw the accused hit the 


officer? 


a Usage Note that leading question does not mean a 
‘principal’ or ‘loaded’ or ‘searching’ question. 


lead pencil ». a pencil of graphite enclosed in wood. 
leaf @ 1. (p/, leaves) 1 W cach of several fMattencd 
usu. green structures of a plant. usu. on the side of 
a stem or branch and the main organ of photosyn- 
thesis. > seccurant. 2 a loliage regarded collectively. 
b the state of having leaves out (a Ivee in leaf). 3a 
single thickness of paper, esp. in a book with each 
side forming a page. 4 a very thin sheet of metal, 
esp. gold or silver. 5 a the hinged part or flap of a 
door, shutter, table, etc. b an extra section inserted 
to extend a table. @ a 1 intr, put forth leaves, 2 ¢. 
(toll. by through) turn over the pages of (a book etc.). 
[Old English] o leafage nr. leafed adj. (also 


lerminal 
pinna 


pinna 


— lamina 


rachis 


petioluk 
(leaflet stalky 


Z 
pettol i 


COMPOUND LLAT 


HILAR T-SELAPED LRIANGL EAR 
icordate deltoid 


KIDNLY=SHNPLD 
reniformy 


2 


HL ART-SH API D 
obcordate 


VRROW-SHAPER 
sagittate 


E\N-SHAPED 
NabeHate 


leaf insect 


in comb.). leafless adj. leaflike adj. [Old English 
leaf, trom Germanic| 

leaf insect 1». ¥ any insect of the family Phylhidac, 
having a flattened bocly, leatlike in appearance. 


inutation 
midrib 


imilation 
hole 


real leaf 


LEAF INSECT: 
JAVANESE LEAR INSEC | 
Plollium species, 


leaflet e 1. 1 a sheet of (usu. printech paper isome- 
times folded) giving information, esp. for free clis- 
tribution. 2 a young leal. 3 Bol, a division of ¢ 
compound leat @ ai (leafleted, leafleting 
distribute leaflets to. 

leaf mould 7. soil consisting chiclly of decayed leaves. 

leaf-stalk n. a petiole. 

league’ ev. 1 a collection of people. 
groups. ¢tc., combining for a partcular purpose, 
esp. mutual protection or cooperation. 2 an agrec- 
ment to combine in this way. 3 a group of sports 
clubs which compete over a period for a cham- 
plonship. 4 a class of contestants cte. of compar- 
able ability. @ z./7/, leagues, leagued, leaguing 
iolten Soll, by fagether) join in a league. O in league 
allied, conspiring, [from Italian /iga| 


countries, 


league? n. wivhaic a measure of distance. usu. about 
three miles. [from Late Latin /enga| 

league table 7. Bri/. 1 a listing of Competitors as a 
league, showing their ranking according to per- 
formance. 2 any list of ranking order. 

leak ey. 1a hole ina pipe, container. etc. caused by 
wear or damage, through which matter, esp. liquid 
or gas, passes accidentally in or out. ¢ the act or an 
instance of leaking, 2 a similar escape of electrical 
charge. 3 the intentional cisclosure a seeret infor- 
mation. @ % Ta ah. (of liquid, gas, etc 1 pass in a1 
out through a leak. b @. lose or wee liquid. gas, 
ete.) through a leak. 2) f intentionally 
wecret Information! 3 da coften foll. by euti vol 
secret. secret information, become known, o have 

w take, a leak s/any urate. {Middle Mneglish| 

O leaker ». 


disclose 


leakage 1. the action or result of leaking. 
leaky «dj. leakier. leakiest 
leaks. O leakiness 1. 
lean! @ & ; past and past pat. leaned or esp. Bril. 
leant) I iti: & I. 
be or place in a sloping position. 2 mt & fh. doll. by 
against on, pon rest Or Cattse TO Pest for support 
against cle. 3 date toll. by on, upon) rely on. 4 inh. 
fall. des fo, fowards) be inclined or partial to. @ na 
deviation from the perpendicular, an inclination 
has a decided lean to the neht). O ean on collog. pur 
pressure on ca person) to act ma certam way. lean 
over backwards sce be wivivnns. [Old English] 
lean’ e@ “i/j.1 of 
superfluous fat. 2 of meat, containing tittle fat 
3 meagre clean crops. A umrenuinerative. 5 cof a 
vaporized fuel mixtive; having a high proportion 
of ain e@ the lean part of meat [Old English] 
Oleanly «a7/i. leanness 1 


leak 


having 


rotten loll. by acass, back, over, etc, 


aperson or anunal thing having ho 


lean-burn «/j. designating an iifernal-cormbustion 
cneme designed to run on a dean mixture to reciies 


pollution 


Loo 


leaning 7. a tendency or partiality. 


lean-to 1. (p/. -tos) a building with its roof leaning 


against a larger building or a wall. 
lean years 7./)/, years of scarcity. 
leap e @ (past and past part. leaped or leapt) 1 intr. 


jump or spring forcefully, 2 ¢; jump across. 3 mir (of 


prices ete.) inerease dramatic ally. @ n. a 
forceful jump. o by leaps and 
bounds with startlingly rapid pro- 
egress. leap in the dark a daring step 
or enterprise whose consequences are 
unpredictable. leap to the eye be immedi- 
ately apparent. [Old English] o leaper u. 

leapfrog e 7. a game in which players in turn vault 
with parted legs over others who are bending 
clown. @ 7. (-frogged. -frogging) 1 mir (foll. by ver) 
perform such a vault. 2 / vault over in this way. 
3 t. & int: (of two or more people. vehicles, ete.) 
overtake alternately, 

leap year 7, a year, occurring once im four, with 366 
days (including 29 Feb.). 

learn 2. (pas! and past part. learned or esp. Bri. 
learnt) t @: gain knowledge of or skill in by study, 
experience, or being taught. 2 /: (foll. by fo + infin.) 
acquire or develop a particular ability (learn lo 
veim). 3 t. cominit to memory veel try to learn your 
names). & int. (toll. by of) be informed about. 5 / 
oll. by that, how, etc. + clause) become aware of by 
information or from observation. 6 Mm archaic or 
s/ang teach. D learn one’s lesson sce issox. [Old 
English] 0 learnable ad). learnability 2. 


m Usage [he use of /earn in sense 6 to mean 
‘teach’. as in J7// learn you, is non-standard and to be 
avoided. 


learned /ler-nid/ ad. 1 having much knowledge 
acquired by study, 2 showing or requiring learning 
(a learned work). 3 studied or pursued by learned 
persons. 4 scholarly (@ learned journal). 5 Brit. as 
a courteous description of a lawyer in certain for- 
mal contexts (my learned frend), 0 learnedly adi. 
learnedness //. 

learner 1. La person who is learning a subject or 
skill. 2 cin full learner driver) a person who is 
learnme to drive a motor vehicle and has not yet 
passed a driving test. 

learning 1). knowledge acquired by stucly. 

learning curve ». 1 the rate of progress in learn- 
ing or gaining experience. 2 a graph of this. 

lease @ 7. an agreement by which the owner of a 
building or land allows another to use it for a spe- 
cified time, usu. in return for payment. @ 7/7 grant 
or take on lease. 0 a new lease of ..\. Line, on life 


a substantially improved prospect of living, or of 


use after repair, {based on Latin lexus 
0 leasable «dj. leaser 1. 

leaseback 1. the leasing of a property back to the 
vendor. 


‘Toose’] 


leasehold e 7. } the holding of property by lease, 


2 property held by lease. @ adj. held by lease. 
0 leaseholder ». 
leash e@ 2. a dog's Jead or similar restraint. @ 7h. 


1 put a leash on. 2 restrain. G straining at the 
leash cager to begin. [from a specific use of Old 
French faiser “to let run on a slack lead] 

least e (//. 


jusu. prec. by /he: often with veg) smallest. 
shehtest, most insignificant cf due? make the least 
difference, @ adj. sol a species or variety) very small 
leas! fern. @ pron. yprec. by the) the Teast amount. 
@ at, in the shghtest degree: very little this surprised 
hey beasts. 8 at least 1 oat all events: anyway. 2 ralso 
at the least) not Iess than. in the least (or the 
least; usu. with nee, in the smallest degree: at all 
nol in the least offended . to say the least used to 
unply the moderation of a statement (hal iy doubtful 
to vay The least. [¢ Yel Pnelsh] 

leastways adi. ‘also leastwise) dial, or 
atleast, or rather 


collog. on 


leather ey, EP material made from the skin of an 
anita by tanning or asimlar process, 2 a piece ol 


leaven 


leather for polishing with. 3 (in p/.) leather clothes. 
@ wf; 1 cover with leather. 2 polish or wipe with a 
leather. 3 beat, thrash. [Old English] 

leatherback ». ¥ a large marine turtle, Dermochels 
coriacea, having a thick leathery carapace. 


LEATHERBACK 
Dermochelys cortacea) 


leatherette 7. imitation leather. 


leatherjacket 1. Bi/. > 
with a tough skin. 


a crane-fly larva 


leathern 2. archaic made of leather. 

leathery adj. 1 like leather. 2 (esp. of meat 
ete.) tough. G leatheriness 7. 

leave! v. (fas! and pay! part. left) 1 a fr: go 
away from. b imix (often foll. by for) 
depart. 2 i: cause to let remain; 
depart without taking (has left his gloves: 
lefia sliny trail. 3 ix valso absol.) ccase to 
reside at or attend or belong to or work 
tor (Aas lefl the school, Lam leav- 
ing for another firm). & i. aban- 
don, forsake, desert. 5 tr have 
remaining after one’s death 
(leaves a iwife and two children). 
6 f bequeath. 7 &: \foll. by to + intin.) allow ja 
person or thing) to do something without interfer- 
cnee or assistance (leave the future to lake care of itself ) 
8 Jr (foll. by fo) commit or refer to another person 
or agent (leave thal té me, nothing was left to chance). 
9 I. a abstain from consumme or dealing with. 
b fin passive, often foll. by over) remain over. 10 f: 
a sa or entrust (a thing) to be attended to, 
collected, delivered, ete., in one’s absence (left a 
messaue with his secretary). b depute (a person) to 
perlorm a function in one’s absence (leave you in 
charge). AL. allow to remain or cause to be in a 
specilied state or postion (/e/t the door open). 0 be left 
with retam or be burdened with. have left have 
remaining, leave alone 1 refrain from disturbing, 
not interfere with, 2 not have dealings with. leave 
be collog. relram from disturbing, not interfere 
with. leave behind 1 go away w ithout, 2 leave as 
a consequence or a visible sign of passage. 3 pass. 
leave a person cold (or cool) not impress or 
excite a person, leave go collog. relax one’s hold, 
leave hold of cease holcing, leave it at that 
abstain from cominent or further action. leave off 
1 come to or make an end. 2 discontinue ‘leave off 
work, leave off talking. 3 not wear. leave out omit, 
not include. leave over Bri/. leave to be consid- 
ered, settled. or used later. left for dead aban- 
doned as being beyond rescue. [Old Enelish] 
0 leaver ni. 

leave? n. 1 tolicn fall. by fo + infin.) permission. 
2 a (in full leave of absence, permission to be 
absent from cuty. b the period for which this lasts. 

on leave legitimately absent from duty. take 

one’s leave (of) hid farewell to). take leave of 

one’s senses sc si \si. take leave to venture or 

presume to, (Old English] 


LEATHERJACKET; 
CRANE-T YEAR AN 


| Tipula species) 


leaved «id. 1 having leaves. 2 (in comh,) having a leat’ or 
leaves of a specified kine or number  faw-leaved clover). 
leaven /lev-¢1/ @ 7. La substance added to dough 
to make it ferment and rise, esp. yeast. 2 aa perva- 
sive translorming influence. b , fol. by of ) a nee 
or achnixture. @ 2. 1 ferment (dough) with leaven. 
2 permeate and transform; modify with a temper- 
ing clement. [from Latin /eramen “relief, alleviation’ | 


leave of absence 


leave of absence see 1.1? 2a. 

leaves pl. of Lear. 

leave-taking 7. the act of taking one’s leave. 

leavings 1./. things left over, esp. as worthless. 

Lebanese e adj. of or relating to Lebanon in the 
Micldle East. @ x. (pl. same) 1 a native or national of 
Lebanon. 2 a person of Lebanese descent. 

lech collog. @ v.inir, behave lustfully. e n. 1 a strong 
desire, esp. sexual. 2 a lecher. 

lecher n. a Jecherous man. {based on Old French 
lechier to live in debauchery’ ] 

lecherous aq). lustful, having strong or excessive 
sexual desire. 0 lecherously «ad. lecherousness 1. 

lechery 7. unrestrained indulgence of sexual desire. 

lecithin /less-i-thin/ n. 1 any of a group of phos- 
pholipids found naturally in animals, egg yolk, and 
some higher plants. 2 a preparation of this used to 
emulsify foods etc. [based on Greek /ekithos “egg 
yolk’ 

lectern 7. 1 » a stand for holding a 
book in a church or chapel. 2 a simi- 
lar stand for a lecturer etc. {from 
mecieval Latin /ectrum| 

lecture e@ ». 1 a discourse giving 
information about a subject to a class 
etc. 2 a long serious speech esp. as a scolding 
or reprimand, e 2. 1 mix (often foll. by on) 
deliver a lecture or lectures. 2 ¢r talk seriously 
or reprovingly to (a person). 3 i instruct or 
entertain (a class or other audience) by a 
lecture. [from meclieval Latin /ertura] 

lecturer 7. a person who lectures, esp. as 
a teacher in higher education. 

lectureship #7. the office of lecturer. 

lecture theatre sce rii.\iki, 3. 

LED abby. ¥ light-emitting diode, a device 
used to display the ume, meter readings. 
etc. B pion 


, LED display 
‘ LED / 


LED wip LED pispLay 
“ON A SPLREO SYSTEM 


led pas! and past part. of trav! 
ledge ». 1 a narrow horizontal surface projecting 
from a wall ete. 2 a shell-like projection on the side 


of a rock or mountain, Oo ledged adj. ledgy ad). 


ledger 7. the principal book contaming a record of 
all the financial transactions of a company etc. 2 a 
flat gravestone. fhased on Dutch Lggen “to lie® and 
leggen ‘to lay’ | 

lee ». 1 shelter given by a neighbouring object (unde 
the lee of ). 2 (in full lee side) the shelterecl side, the 
side away from the wind opp. Whatinr 
spe). [Old English] 

leech! 7. 1 » any aquatic o1 


anterta) 


terrestrial annchd worm of sea 
the class Hirudinea with suck- 
. dorsal 
ers at both ends, esp. Airudo 
surface 


medicinaliy, a bloodsucking para- 
site of vertebrates formerly much 
used medically. 2 a person who 
extorts profit [rom o1 sponges 
on others. [Old Luoghish| 


segment 


posters 
suche? 


leech? ». archaic or joc. a phys- 
ician: a healer. (Old English| 
leek n. 1 an allium, lla 
porrwn, with flat overlapping 
leaves forming an elongated 
eviindrical bulb. used as food. 

2 this as a Welsh national 
emblem. [Old English] 


LEECH 
Hirudo 


medicinalis) 


LECTERN 


leer e vw intz look slyly or lasciviously or malicioush. 
e 7. a lecring look. a leeringly ad. 
leery adj. (leerier, leeriest) slang 1 knowing, sly. 
2 (foll. by of) wary. o leeriness n. 
lees 7.)/. 1 the sediment of wince etc. 2 dregs, refuse. 
{pl. of Middle English /e, from medieval Latin a] 
lee shore x. the shore to leeward of a ship. 
lee side see Ler. 2. 
leeward e «dj. © adv. on or towards the side shel- 
tered from the wind fopp. winpwarp). @ 7. the lee- 
ward region, side, or direction (/o leeward). 
leeway n. 1 the sideways drift of a ship to leeward 
of the desired course. 2 a allowable deviation or 
freedom of action. b margin of safcty. make up 
leeway recover lost time ete. 
left' @ adj. 1 on or towards the side of the human 
body which is to the west when facing north. 2 on 
or towards the part of an object which is analogous 
to a person’s left side or (with opposite sense) which 
is nearer to a spectator’s left hand. 3 (also Left; 
Polit. of the Left. @ adv. on or to the left side. 
en. 1 the left-hand part or region or direction, 
2 Boxing a the left hand. b a blow with this. 
3 (often Left: Polit, a group or section 
favouring socialist or radical left-wing 
views. 4 (in full stage left) the side of a stage which 
is to the left of a person facing the audience. D have 
two left feet be clumsy. left and right (or left, 
right, and centre) = righ! and lefi. [Old English in 
sense ‘weak’] 0 leftish ad. 
left? past and past part. of wav. 
left-back 7. (in football, hockey, etc.) a back 
who plays primarily on the left of the pitch. 
left bank 1. the bank of a river on the left 
facing downstream, 
left-footed adj. 1 using the left foot by pref 
erence as more serviceable than the right. 
2 ‘of a kick ete.) done or made with the lefi foot. 
left-hand «ad. 1 on or towards the lefi side of a 
person or thing (/eft hand drive). 2 done with the lef 
hand left-hand blow). 3 (of a screw) = Luri-itaNnib +b. 
left hand x. 1 the hand of the Iefi side. 2 usu. 
prec. by af, on, fo) the region or direction on the 
left side of a person. 
left-handed «adj. 1 using the left hand by pref- 


a tool etc.) made to be used with the deft hand. 

3 (of a blow ete.) done or made with the left hand. 

4 a turning to the lef: towards the left. b vof a 

screw) advanced by turning to the left anticlock- 

wise). 5 (of a compliment) ambiguous, oO left- 

handedly «dv. left-handedness 1. 

left-hander 7. 1 a Iefi-handed person. 2 a Ieli- 
handed blow, 

leftie var of tury. 

leftism 7. //i/. the prmciples or policy of the left. 

o leftist 1. S ad). 

left luggage «. /i’ 1 luezgage deposited for later 
retrieval. 2 (in full left-luggage office, a place foi 
tas. ¢ Sppotha rahyasy station 

leftmost «/j. furthest to the Iefi. 

leftover e@ 7. (usu. in pi.) an tem fesp. of food 
remaining after the rest has been used. @ ad). 


remaining over, surplus. 

leftward e ade. also leftwards, towards the let. 
e adj. xomg towards or facing the left. 

left-wing «/). 1 socialist; radical. 2 of or relating to 
the left wing m football ete. & ri cay 

left wing 1. L the racical or socialist section of a 
political party or system. 2 the leti side of a loot- 
ball ete. team on the eld. 3 the left side of an 
army O left-winger 7. 

lefty 1. (also leftie) (//. -1es) colloy. 1 Polit, a leti- 
winger, 2 a left-handed person. 

leg x. 1 a cach of the limbs on which a person or 
animal walks ancl stands. b the part of this from the 
hip to the ankle. 2 a leg of an animal or bird as 
food. © ci. 3 a part of a garment covering a leg oF 
part of a leg. 4 aa support of a chau, table, bed, 


crence as more serviceable than the right. 2 1ol 


leger line 


etc. b a long thin support or prop, esp. a pole. 5 (in 
full leg side) Cricket the half of die field (as divided 
lengthways through the pitch) away from which 
the batsman’s feet are pointed (opp. orr 2. 1), 6aa 
section of a journey. b a section of a relay race. ¢ a 
stage ina competition. d one of two or more games 
constituting a round, 0 keep one’s legs not fall. 
leg it collog. walk or run fast. not have a leg to 
stand on be unable to support one’s argument by 
acts or sound reasons. on one’s last legs near 
death or the end of one’s usefulness ete. [from Old 
Norse /eggr] o legged ad. (also in comb). 

legacy n. (p/. -ies) 1 a gift left in a will. 2 something 
randed down by a predecessor (legacy of corruption). 
based on Latin /egare “to bequeath] 


legal adj. 1 of or based on law; concerned with law; 

alling within the province of law. 2 appointed or 
required by law. 3 permitted by law, lawful. [from 
Latin /egalis| o legally ade. 

legal aid 7. Brit. state assistance for legal advice or 
acuion. 

legalese 7. collog. the technical language of Icgal 
documents. 

legal fiction 7. an assumption of the truth of 
something, though unproven or unfounded, for 
legal purposes. 

legalism 1. excessive adherence to law or formula. 
Dlegalist n. G ad). legalistic ad). legalistically adv. 

legality ». (p/. -ies) 1 lawfulness. 2 (in pl.) obh- 
gations umposed by law, 

legalize 7.7: (also -ise) I make lawful. 2 bring into 
harmony with the law. o legalization n. 


legal proceedings see Prociininc 2. 

legal separation see surnviion 2. 

legal tender x. currency that cannot legally be 
refused in payment of a debt. 

legate 7. 1. a member of the clergy representing the 
Pope. 2 Rom. Ast, aa deputy of a general. b a gov- 
crnor or cleputy governor of a province, [from 
Latin /egalus ‘delegated’  legateship 7. legatine 
ad. 

legatee x. the recipient of a legacy. 

legation 7. 1 a body of deputies. 2 a the office and 
staf! of a diplomatic minister. b the official resi- 
dence of a diplomatic minister, 

legato /li-gah-toh/ Mus. @ adi. & adj. ina smooth 
flowing manner (cL sic), @ nm (pl -os) La 
legato style of performance. 2 a legato passage. 
[Ttalian, literally ‘bound’ 

legator #. the giver of a legacy. 

leg before ‘in full leg before wicket: Criche/ @ ad). 
GS adv, (of a batsman) out because of illegally 
obstructing the ball with a part of the body. @ x. 
such a dismissal, 

leg-break 7. Cricke/ La ball which deviates from the 
leg side after bouncing. 2 such deviation. 

leg-bye 7. a run scored from a hall that touches the 
batsman. 

legend 7. 1 a a traditional story sometimes popu- 
larly regarded as historical but unauthenticated. 
b collog. a famous or notorious person, 2 a an 
inseripuon, caption, or key. [from medieval Latin 
legenda what is to be reac] 

legendary adj. 1 of or comnected with legends 
2 deseribed in or based on a legend. 3. collug. 
remarkable. a legendarily adi. 

legerdemain /lej-er-dé-mayn/ 7. 1 sleight’ of 
hand. 2 trickery, sophistry. [from French /éger di 
main light of hancl’] 

leger line /lej-cr/ 1. \dus. ¥ a short line added tor 
notes above or below the range ol a staf]. jleger: 
variant of ipet| 


3 _— 
Pl = 
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leger lin Ce 
LEGERGEINES WENO NONI AT SION! 


bol 


legging 


legging #. (usu. in f/.) 1 close-fitting stretch trousers 
for women or children. 2 a stout protective outer 
covering for the leg from the knee to the ankle. 

leggy «dj. (leggier, leggiest) 1 long-legeed. 2 long- 
stcmined. o legginess 1. 

legible ad. (of handwriting, print, etc.) clear 
enough to read; readable. [from Late Latin /egibilis| 
o legibility 1. legibly ade. 

legion e 7. 1a division of 3,000 6,000 men wi the 
ancient Roman army, 2 a large organized body. 
@ prediv.adj. great in number (his good works were 
legion). [from Latin /egio| 0 legioned ad). pact. 

legionary e «dj. of a \egion or legions. @ . (pi. 
-tes) ® a member of a legion. 

legionnaire 7. 1 a member of a forcign legion. 2 a 
member of the American Legion or the Royal 
Briush Legion \associations lor ex-service people). 

legionnaires’ disease 7. a form of bacterial 
pneumonia spread esp. through air-conditioning 

systems Cc. 

leg-iron 7. ¢a shackle or fetter for the 
leg, 
legislate ?.n/ 1 make laws. 2 foll. 
by for make provision by law. 
legislation 7. 1 the process of 
making laws. 2 laws collectively. 

|from Late Latin /egiy lato, Wterally 

“bringing of a law] 

legislative «dj. of or empowered to 

make laws. o legislatively «di. 


legislator 7. 1 a member of a legis- 
lative body, 2 a lawegiver. 
legislature 7. the legislative body of 
a state. 
legit od). collog. legitimate. 
legitumate e ad. 1 born of 
parents lawfully married to each 
other, 2 lawful, proper, regular, 
3 logically admissible. @ ef 1D make 
legitimate by decree, enactment, or 
proof, 2 justify. [from Latin legitinies 
‘awlul] a legitimacy n. legiti- 
mately «i. legitimation ». 
legitimatize 7/7, (also -ise) legitimize. o legitima- 
tization //. 


LEG-IRON 


legitimize ¢./): (also -ise) 1 make legitimate. 2 serve 
as a justification for. o legitimization 1, 

legless adj. 1 having no legs. 2 Brit. slang drunk, esp. 
too drunk to stance. 

Lego #. prop: a construcdon toy consisting of inter- 
locke plastic building blocks. [from Danish /eg godt 
‘play well] 

leg-of-mutton sail 1. 4 triangular mainsail. 

leg-of-mutton sleeve 7. a sleeve which is full and 
loose on the upper arm but close-fitting on the fore~ 
ell 11. 

leg-pull ». colloy. a hoax. o leg-pulling n. 

legroom », space for the legs of a seated person. 

leg side sec tian. 5. 

legume 7. 1 W the seed pod of a leguminous plant, 

2 any seed, pod, or other edible 

part of a leeumin- 

ous plant used 

as food. [from 
Latin degumen| 


pedicel 
7 


receptacle 


HMA 


al vepal 


rena of 


leguminous 
sfamen 


adj, of or re- 
lating to the 


family Legu- 
mhiCcah hae 
PEUCO  Shosae Ol 
pericarp plants. mncelu- 
i ce ~ Mi 
a cling peas und 
beans, having 
(peas ‘ ; 
seeds ine pods 
remains af and usu. root 
vile and Junie nodules — con- 
rama - taining  svmbi- 


LEGUME: PLA Powb olte bacteria. 


Pista vation 


leg-up ¥. 1 help to 


LEGIONARY 

Legionaries were Roman citizens who served 
as foot soldiers in, the ancient Roman army, 
They enlisted voluntarily to serve in the 
legions for 20 25 years and their rigorous 
traiming made them the backbone of the 
army. Their distinctive uniform included the 
helt (emgulum), which was the legionary’s 
badge of office, a segmented cuirass (orca 
segmentata), a tunic, and a helmet (cassis). The 
cingulum consisted of decorated leather strips 
and gave protection to the groin in battle. 
Strong, well-ventilated military sandals 
(caligae) were patterned with iron hobnails, 
ancl were cssenual for long marches. 


LEGIONARY’S UNIFORM 


| hobnaals 


buckle 


leather 
slips 


hear) 
pendants 


BET COLNE AE) 


mount a horse ete. 2 help to overcome a difliculty; 
a boost. 

leg warmer 2. cither of a pair of tubular knitted 
garments covering the leg from ankle to thigh. 

legwork ». work which involves a lot of walking, 
travelling. or physical activity. 

lei /lay/ na Polynesian garland of flowers. | Hawai- 
iu 

Leicester /less-(cr/ 1. (in fill Red Leicester) a 
kind of mild firm cheese, usu. orange-coloured and 
orginally made in Leicestershire. 

leisure 7. Ll free time; Gime at one’s own disposal. 
2 cnjovinent of Iree tune. B at leisure 1 not occu- 
pied. 2 in an unhurried manner, at one’s leisure 
when one has ume. [based on Latin fieée ‘to be 
allowed’ | 

leisure centre ». a large public building with sports 
faciides, bars. ete. 

leisured adj. having ample Icisure. 

leisurely @ «dj. having Icisurc; acting or done at 
leisure: unhurricd, relaxed. @ ade without hurry. 
o leisureliness ». 

leisurewear ». iiformal clothes, especially track- 
suits and other sportswear, 

leitmouf /lyt-moh-teel/ 7. also leittmotiv: a recur 
rent theme associated throughout a musical, literary, 
ele. composition with a particular person, idea, or 
situation. [from German Letmotic leading moult” | 

lemming 7. 1 any small vole-like Arctic rodent of 
the genus Jammus and related genera, including 
Lo lemmas of Norway which is noted for mass 
nugrations during which it attempts to cross large 
hodies of water. 2 a person who unthinkingly joins 
amass movement, esp. a headlong rush to destruc 
lion. [Norweeian] 

lemon e . 1 aa pate yellow thick-skinned oval 
cittus fruit with acicle juice, & mee. bin full 
lemon tree) a tree of the species Gin dimon which 
produces this fruit. 2 a pale yellow colour. 3 collog. a 


SHIN IDEN TS Cs tite fa) 


lemon squash 


plume holder 


FADE ANIL II 


esd (CASS) 
neck guard 
boss 


check guard 


embossed , | shoulder plate 


rivel 


leather 
fie 


hronze 
tie hook 


lurned girdle 
plate 
woollen 


tunic 


CUIRASS (LORICA SEGALEN TATA) 


. 
person or thing regareled as feeble or unsatisfactory 
or disappoimting. @ ad. of or resembling the colour, 
flavour, or fragrance of a lemon. [from Arabic lima] 
a lemony ad). ah 

lemonade 1. 1 an effervescent or still drink made 
from lemon juice, 2 Brit. a syn- 


thetic substitute 

for this. a] 4 

< 
T. 


lemon balm 
*e, 
LEMON BALM: 


n & a bushy 
GOLDEN LEMON BALM 


plant. Melissa 
officinalis, wath 
(Melissa officinalis “Aurea’) 


leaves smelling 
and tasting of 
lemon. 


lemon curd ». 
aso Brit. lemon 
cheese) a conserve 
made from lemons, 
butter, eggs, and 
sugar, with the consis- 
tency of cream cheese. 


’ 


lemon drop 7. a boiled sweet flavoured with 
lemon. 

lemon geranium 1). a lemon-scented pelargo- 
nium, Pelargonium crispum. 

lemon grass 7. any fragrant tropical grass of the 
genus Gymbupovon, yieldmge an oi smetling of 
lemon. 

lemon plant »). = 11.\)0. 
VERBENA. 

lemon sole 1. > 
a flatfish. Aero 
\fomues Ait, of the 
plaice family, [from 
French limande| 

lemon squash 7. Bri/. a 
solt drink made from lemons, 
sugar, and other ingrechents, 
often sold in concentrated form. 


LEMON SOLE 
Acrostomus Kitt 


lemon verbena 


LENS 


Camera lenses can be divided into three 
broad groups: wide-angle, standard, and 
long-locus. Extreme wide-angle lenses of 
focal length 6 8 mm, known as fish-eyes, 
give a very distorted image, with vertical 
and horizontal lines bowed. A standard lens 
of 50 mm often has a wide maximum aper- 


ture. Its angle of view 1s similar to that of 


FOCAL LENGTH AND ANGLE OF VIEW OF DIFTERENI 


ANGLE 
OF VIEW 


the human eye. Loneg-focus lenses of 

80. 1200 mm are useful for-large images of 
distant subjects or when it is not possible to 
move close enough to use a shorter lens. The 
illustration and sequence of photographs 
below, which are all taken from the same 
viewpoint, show that, as the focal length of a 
lens increases, so the angle of view decreases. 


CAMERA LENSES 


Leo 


STANDARD 50 MM CAMERA LENS 


depth of 
SJreld scale 


lens 


mount 
_— lens 


aperture 
ring 


focusing 
ring 


FOCAL 
LENGTH | 


3mm 


ISS aoiNss 


lemon verbena 7. a shrub, -lloysia Ipiolla, with 
lemon-scented leaves. 

lemur /lee-mer/ 7. ¥ any arboreal primate of the 
family Lemuricdac native to Madagascar, with a 
pointed snout and long tail. [from Latin 
‘spinits of the dead’, from its 
spectre-like face | 


lemunes 


lend wir (past and pas! 
part. lent, 1 (usu. foll. 
by fo) grant (to a 
person) the use of {a 
thingy on the under 
standing that it o1 
its equivalent. shall 
be returned. 2 allow 
the use of ‘money 
at interest, 3 bestow 
or contribute (some- 
thing temporary 
lend assistance: lends a 
cerlan charm). Blend 
an ear lisicn. lenda 


LEMUR: 
hand = eve a hand \see RING-LAILLD 
nann). lend itself to b¢ LIMUR 


suitable for, [Old English] 
D0 lendable ad). lender 1. 
lending ». 

lending library ». @ library 
from which books may be 


Lemur cvaltay 


horrowed. 

length 2. 1 measurement or extent from enc to end 
2 extent in, of, or with regard to, time (a siay of som 
length. the | 3a the clistance a thing 
extends (at arms leneth .b an comb.) indicating a spec- 


noth of a speech 


x —— } Ii nui 
~ 50 mm | 
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105 mm 
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/ 
, © 
sonem 


| 


! 


[ENS 


Sa LN Sis 


ified limit of extent of a thing teal/-length; book-length) 
c the vertical extent of a garment when worn. 4 the 
Ieneth ol the 
clistance swum. 5 the length of a horse, boat, etc., as 
a measure of the lead ina race. 6 a long stretch o1 
extent (a Length of hair. 7a degree of thoroughness in 
retion ut lengths). 8 a piece of material of a 
certain length (a Hof cloth). 9 Prosody the quantity 
of a vowel or syllable. 10 Crcde/ a the distance from 
the batsman at which the ball pitches (the bowler ke 
a good length). b the proper amount of this. o at 
length 1 walso at great ctc. length in detail. 
2 after along ume, at last. [Old English] 
lengthen 7.f. © ii) 


a lengthener 7. 


a swimming pool as a measure of 


nt lo g 


eps 


make or become longer 
lengthways ad in 


thing's length. 


a direction parallel with a 


lengthwise e ad. lengthways. e@ ad. lying 01 
moving lengthway 
lengthy «dj. lengthier, lengthiest) of unusual 
or tedious length. plengthily ad. lengthiness 1. 
lenient ad. 1 merciful, tolerant. 2 
ete.) mild. [from Latin denieni- ‘soothing’| oO le- 


nience /. leniency 1. leniently «di 


1 punishment 


lenity n. | p/. -ies) lievary UV mercifulness. 2 an act ol 
mercy. [based on Latin eres *gentle’| 

lens n. La picce of a Wansparent substance with 
one or (usu.) both sides curvecl for concentrating or 
dispersing light rays esp. ip optical mstruments 
ryt. discors, 2 4 a combmation of lenses used 
in photography, 3 = cont 1 ws. [from Latin fen 
lentis lentil, from the sinularity of shape] a lensed 
adj. lensless ad). 


lensman 7. (//. -men) = GAs 


155 mm 
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| 


ENTREMIE. LONG-POCUS LENS 


Lent xn. feel. the period from Ash Wednesday to 
Holy Saturday, devoted to fasting and penitence in 
commemoration of Christ’s fasting in the wilder- 
ness. [Middle English] 5 Lenten ad). 

lent past and past part. of LNv. 

Lenten fare ». food without meat. 

lenticular ad. 1 shaped like a lentil or a biconvex 
lens. 2 of the tens of the eve 

lentil 7. 1 a leguminous plant, Lens culmars, yielding 
edible biconvex seecls. 2 this seed, esp. used as food 
with the husk removed. © puss. [from Latin fenticu 
‘Tittle lenul] 

Lent lily 7. Brit. a claflodil, esp. a wild one. 

lento 1/1. @ ad. slow. @ adi. slowly. [Itahan] 

lentoid ad). =rNricerar | 


Leo x. | pl. -os) 1 Asiron. ¥ a large constellation (the 
Lion), said to represent the lon slain by Hercules. 
2 Astrol. a the fifth sien of the zodiac, which the Sun 
enters about 21 July. & von. b a person born 
when the Sun is in this sign. [Latin, literally “hon’] 


LEO: HGUR! Ol 
PROM PHI 


\ LION TORMLD 
STARS OF LEO 


hi —e* 


leonine 


leonine «dj. 1 like a lion. 2 of or relating to lions. 
[from Latin /eonznus| 
leopard /lep-crd/ 1. ( fen. leopardess) 1 ¥ a large 
African or Asian feline mammal, Panthera parduy, 
with either a black-spotted yellowish-fawn or all- 
black coat; also called pantie. 2 Heraldry a lion pas- 
sant guardant as 
in the arms 
of England. 
3 (attrib.) spot- 
ted like a 
leopard | /eo 
pard moth), 
[from late Greek 
leopardos| 
leotard /lee- 
G-tard/ noe a 
close-fitting 


LEOPARD 
1\Panthera pardus) 


ye P Thay 

garment cover- 

ing the torso and 

usu. the arms, worn 

by ballet dancers, acro- 

hats, etc, {named after J. 

Léotad, French trapeze artist. 

1830 70} 
leper 7. 1 a person sullering 

from leprosy. 2 a person who is 

shunned for moral or social reasons. 

[Midclle Enehsh | 

lepidopterous ad. of the insect order Lepi- 
doptera, comprising butterflies and moths, with 
four scale-covered wings. [based on Greek lepis 
idos “scale” + pleron ‘wing’| O lepidopteran ad). 
& 7. lepidopterist 7. 

leprechaun 7. a small mischievous sprite in 
Irish folklore. [from Old Irish duchonpdn, from lu 
‘small’ + carp body" | 

leprosy 7. 1 a contagious bacterial cliscase 
thataflects the skin, mucous membranes, anc 
nerves, causing dishigurement. 2 moral corrup- 
tion or contagion. O leprous ad). 

leptin 7. Biochem. a protein produced by fatty Ussue 
which is believed to regulate fat storage in the body. 
|from Greek /epfos “fine, thir] 


lesbian @ 7. a homosexual woman. e@ adj. 1 of 


homosexuality in women. 2 (Lesbian of Lesbos. 
{based on Greck Leshos, \egean island and home of 
the poctess Sappho, from her alleged homosexual- 
ity| Olesbianism 1. 


w Usage Sce Usage Note ata 


lese-majesty /lecz/ 1. also lese-majesté) 1 trea- 
son. 2 an insult to a sovercign or ruler, [from Latin 
laeva maystay “Mjured sovereignty || 

lesion 7. 1 danwec. 2 injury. 3 Sed. a morbid 
change m the functioning or texture of an organ 
tc, [irons Latin /aesu] 

less @ de. 1 siialler in extent, quantity, degree, or 
duration (opp. wort of fess unportance: he eats levs red 
meal than befor. 2 dip. fewer in number (eal less 
biscuits. @ ade toa smaller extent. ina lower degree 
(uses if less: goes less frequently than she did: a less popular 
hook. @ pron. La smaller amount or quantity (cannot 
take leys: for less than £10), 2 disp. fewer Uf dowt have 
many friends, but he has even ler, @ prep. minus (nade 
£1000 less fa\). Qin less than no time ji, very 
quickly or soon. less and less to an extent that is 
becoming continuously smaller much or still 
less with even greater force of denial do nol suspect 
fam af mgheence, nach less of dishonesty. (Old English] 


g Usage The use of devs as determiner with count- 
able nouns, as in sense 2. o1 as a pronoun tn sense 
2. is in formal Enelish. 
although it ts frequent in informal usage. Suictly. 


frrcer should be used instead 


regarded as incorrect 


-less vw//i\ forming adjectives and adverbs: 1 from 
Nouns, meaning “not having, without, free rom’ 
doubtless: powerless, 2 from verbs, meaning “not 


aflected by or doine dhe action of the verb’ fatham 


LEOTARD 


less: tireless). O -lessly suffix forming adverbs. 
-lessness sw/ji, forming nouns. 
lessee 7. (often foll. by of) a person who holds a 
property by lease. {frou Ole French /essé leased] 
Olesseeship 7. ' 
lessen 7/7 & intr, make or become less, diminish. 
lesser adj. (usu. alirib.) nol so great as the other or 
the rest (the lesser evil, the lesser celandine’. 
lesson 7. 1 a an amount of teaching given at one 
ume. b the time assigned to this. 2 (in p/.; fll. by in) 
systematic mstraction (gives lessons in dancing). 3 a 
thing learnt ar to be learnt by a pupil: an assign- 
ment. 4 a an occurrence, example. rebuke, or 
punishinent, that serves or should serve to warn or 
encourage (lel that be a lesson lo you). b a thing meul- 
cated by experience or study. 5 a passage from 
the Bible read aloud curing a church service. 
c learn one’s lesson profit {rom or bear in 
mind a particular (usu. unpleasant) experi- 
ence, teach a person a lesson punish a 
person, esp. as a deterrent. [from Latin ecto] 
lessor 7. a person who lets a property by 
lease. [from Anglo-French] 
lest conj. 1 in order that not, for fear that 
(lest he forget). 2 that (afraid lest we should be late). 
[Old English th lés the whereby less thav] 


a Usage Les! is followed by the subjunctive 
or should (see examples above). 


let’ @ wi: letting: fas! and pas! part. let) 
1 a allow to, not prevent or forbicl (zee let them 
vo. b cause to (let me Anow let at be known). 
2 ifoll, by into a allow to enter. b make 
acquamted with (a secret ete... ¢ inlay in. 
3 grant the use of (rooms, land, ete.) for rent 
or hive (vas let to the new tenant for a years. 
4 allow or cause liquicl or air) to 
escape (lef blood). S award (a contract 
for work). @ maui. supplying the first 
and third persons of the imperative in 
exhortations (lef us pray), commiands (lef it be 
done at once: let there be lights, assumptions \let AB be 
equal to GD), and perinission or challenge fel him do 
his cont. en. Brit, the act or an imstance of letung 
a house, room, ete. (a /ong lef. Olet alone 1 not to 
mention, far less or more (aw? gol a television, let 
alone a video, 2 = let be. let be not interfere with. 
attcnd to, or do, let down 1 lower. 2 fail to support 
or sauisly. disappoint. 3 lengthen ‘a garment), 4 Brit. 
deflate (a tyre). let down gently avoid humiliating 
abruptly. let drop ‘or fall) drop (esp. a word o1 
hint) intentionally or by accident. let fly 1 (often 
foll. by ati attack physically or verbally. 2 discharge 
(a inissile . let go LT release. 2 a (olien loll, by of) 
lose or velinguish one’s hald. b lose hold of. 3 cease 
to think or talk about. let oneself go 1 give way to 
enthusiasm, impulse, ete, 2 neglect one’s appear- 
ance or habits. let in 1 allow to enter fet the dog an: 
let ina flood of Neht this would let in all sorts of iyi. 
2 vusu. loll by for mvalve ya person, often oneself) 
in loss or difficulty. 3 (fol. by on) allow (a person: to 
share privileges, information, etc. 4 inlay ya thing; 
in another. let oneself in cuter a building by 
means of a latchkey. let loose 1 release from 
capivity or restraint. 2 also foll. by ze emit 
abruptly (a scream, tirade, ete.,. let me see sev 
wi} let off 1 a fire ta gun). b explode ia bomb oF 
fivework). 2 allow or cause (steam, liquid, ete.) to 
escape. 3 allow to ahght from a vehicle etc. 4a not 
punish or compel. b foll, by eevh: punish lightly. 
5 Brit, let qoart al a house cte.). let off steam sev 
siiya. let on cofloy. 1 veveal a sceret. 2 pretend (let 
an that he had succecded;. let out 1 allow to go out. 
2 release from restraint. 3 reveal va seeret ete. 
4 nake (a garment) looser, 5 put out fo vent or to 
contract. 6 exc ulpate. let rip see ra, let slip sec 
sur. let through allow to pass. let up colloy. 
LT become less intense on 2 relax one’s 
eflorts, to Tet available for rent. (Old Enelish| 


SEE Oss 


let“ @ 7. 1 in tennis, squash, ete., an obstruction of 
tballor a player, requiring the ball to be served 


lettuce 


again. 2 archate {except in without let or 
hindrance) obstruction, hindrance. @ «./r (letting: 
past and past part. letted or let) archaw hinder, 
obstruct. [Old English] 

-let suffix forming nouns, usu>diminutives ( /latlel; 
leaflet) or denoting articles of ornament or dress 
canklet, 

let-down 7. 1 a disappointment. 2 the release of 
milk from a mammary gland, esp. a cow's udder. 

lethal adj. causing or sufficient to cause death, 
[based on Latin /etum ‘death’] o lethality x. 
lethally ad. 

lethargy ». 1 lack of cnergy. 2 Ved. morbid crow- 
siness. [from Greek /ehaga| o lethargic ad). 
lethargically ad. 

let-off 1. being allowed to escape something. 

let-out . Bri/, collog. an opportunity to escape from 
an awkward situation etc. 

let’s conti: let us (/ets go nor). 

letter e 7. 1 aa character representing one or more 
of the simple or compound sounds used in speech; 
any of the alphabetic symbols. b (in pl) Brit. collog. 
the initials of a degree ete, afier the holder's name. 
2 a a written, typed, or printed communication, 
usu. sent by post or messenger. b (in p/.} an 
addressed legal or formal document for any of 
various purposes, 3 the precise terms of a stlate- 
ment, the strict verbal interpretation (according lo 
the letter of the law). 4 (in pl.) a literature. b acquain- 
tance with books, erudition, ¢ authorship (the profes- 
sion of letlers). @ vfr 1 a imscribe letters on. 
b impress a title ete. on (a book cover). 2 classify 
with letters. G to the letter with adherence to 
every detail. [from Latin Llera ‘letter of alphabet’, 
an pl.) ‘epistle, literature’] 

letter bomb 2. a terrorist explosive device in the 
form of a postal packet. 

letter box 1. esp. Bri. a box or slot into which 
letters are posted or-delivered. & poor 

letter-carrier 1. .\) Ayver. a postman or postwoman. 

lettered adj. well read or educated. 

letterhead »). 1 4 printed heading on stationery. 
2 staionery with this, 

letter-heading 1). = i rk I. 

lettering 2. 1 the process of inscribing letters. 
2 letters inscribed. .- 

letter of comfort 1”. an assurance about a debt. 
short of a legal guarantec. given to a bank hy a 
third party. 

letter of credit 1. a leticr from a banker authoriz- 
ing « person to draw money up to a specified 
amount, usu. from another bank. 

letterpress n. 1 Bri. a the contents of an illus- 
irated book other than the illustrations. b printed 
matter relating to Wlustrations. 2 y printing from 
raised type. 


printed 


: nape 

Image pm 

ype inked 

he; ——= raised 
yurface 


mamamroere inn 


LETTERPRESS 


letters of administration 71.//. authority to 
adnunister (he estate of an intestate, 

lettuce 1. La plant of the daisy family, Lactuca vativa, 
with crisp edible leaves used esp, in salads. & voi 
iit. 2 any of various plants resembling this. 


let-up 


[based on Latin lac factis ‘milk’, with reference to its 
milky juice] 

let-up 2. collog. 1 a reduction in intensity. 2 a relax- 
ation of effort, 

leuco- /loo-koh/ comb. form white. [from Greek leu 
kos ‘white’] 

leucocyte /loo-ké-syt/ n. (also leukocyte) a col- 
ourless cell of blood, lymph, ete., important in 
fighting disease. 

leucotomy /]oo0-kot-6-mi/ n. (f/. -ies) the surgical 
cutting of white nerve fibres within the brain, 

leukaemia /loo-kee-mia/ pn. (US leukemia) Aled. 
any of a group of malignant diseases in which the 
bone marrow and other blood-forming organs 
produce creased numbers of leucocytes. [hased 
on Greek /eukos ‘white’ + haima ‘blood’| a leu- 
kaemic ad). 

leukocyte var. of Leucocyte. 

Levant ». (prec. by the) archaic the eastern part of the 
Mediterranean with its islands and neighbouring 
countries. (French, literally ‘rising, point of sun- 
rise’| 

levant vini. Brit. slang abscond, esp. with gaming 
losses unpaid. 

Levantine e adj. of or trading to the Levant. en. a 
native or inhabitant of the Levant. 

levee! n. 1 archaic or N. Amer. an assembly of visitors 
or guests, esp. at a formal reception. 2 hist. (in the 
UK) an assembly held by the sovereign or sover- 
eign’s representative at which men only were 
received. 3 fus!. a reception of visitors on ris- 
ing from bed. {from French /evé, variant of lever (n.) 
‘rising’ | 

levee? n. US 1 an embankment against river floods. 
2 ¥ a natural embankment built up by a river. 3a 
landing place. {from French /evée, literally *raised’] 

flood plain 


LEVEE river 


\ levee 


/\ediment 


levee / 


level @ 7. 1 a horizontal line or plane. 2 a height or 
value reached, a position on a scale (sugar level in the 
blood: danger level), 3 a social. moral, or intellectdal 
standard. 4 a plane of rank or authority (discus szons 
at Cabinet level). 5 an mstrument giving a line paral- 
lel to the plane of the horizon. 6 a level surtace. 
7 a flat tract of land. e adj. 1 flat and even; not 
bumpy. 2 horizontal. 3 (often foll. by zezth) a on the 
same horizontal plane as something else. b having 
equality with something else. ¢ (of a spoonful etc.) 
with the contents flat with the brim. 4 even, 
uniform, equable, or well-balanced in quality, style 
temper, judgement, etc. 5 esp. Brit. (of a race) 
having the leading competitors close together. @ 7 
levelled. levelling: (5 leveled, leveling) 1 /: 
make level, even, or uniform. 2 f (often foll. by te 
(or ze2th) the ground) raze or demolish. 3 /m (also 
abyal.) aim (a missile or gun). 4 ty (also abso. foll, by 
at, agains!) direct (an accusation, criticism, or satire). 
5 @ abolish distinctions). 6 i (usu. foll. by zevh 
slang be frank or honest. 7 &@% place on the same 
level. o do one’s level best col/oy, do one’s utmost. 
find its level (or find its own level) 1 (of a 
liquicl) reach the same height in containers cte. 
which communicate with each other, 2 reach a 
stable level, value, position, etc. with respect to 
something else (the pound found ils level against the 
dollar). level down Bri/, bring down to a standard. 
level off make or become level. level out 
make or become level, remove ciflerences from. 
level up Bri. bring up to a standard. on the level 
rollog. adv. honestly, without deception. @ ad). 


LEVER 


Levers multiply effort to give mechanical 
advantage. There are three classes of lever, 
each with a different arrangement of load, 
effort, and fulcrum. The force on the load is 
multiplied by the ratio of the distances of 
effort and load from the fulcrum. A class | 


CLASSES OF LEVER - 


—~ load fulerum 


fulerum 


load __ 


efjort 


GLASS 1 LEVER 
(pliers) 


honest, truthful. on a level with 1 in the same 
horizontal plane as. 2 equal with. [from Latin /ibel/a 
‘hte balance’] 0 levelly adv. levelness n. 

level crossing 7. Bril. a crossing of a railway anda 
road, or two railways, at the same level. 

level-headed adj. mentally well-balanced, sensible. 
0 level-headedly adv. tevel-headedness n. 

leveller 7. ((/S leveler) 1 a person who advocates 
the abolition of social distinctions. 2 a person or 
thing that levels. 

level pegging ». Bri. equality of scores or achieve- 
ments, 

lever e x. 1 a bar resting on a pivot, used to help lift 
a hefyy or firmly fixed object. 2 Alech. & a rigid 
bar pivoted about a fulcrum (fixed point) which can 
be acted upon by a force (effort: in order to move a 
load. 3 a projecting handle moved to operate a mech- 
anism. 4 a means of exerting moral pressure. @ ¢. 
1 intr use a lever. 2 f lift, move, or act on with a 
lever, [from Old French ever] 

leverage 1. 1 the action of a lever; a way of apply- 
ing a lever. 2 the power of a lever; the mechanical 


advantage gained by use of a lever, 3 a means of 


accomplishing a purpose; power, influence. 4 (1S 
Commerce = GLARING 2. 

leveraged buyout ». the buyout of a company by 
its Management using outside capital. 

leveret /lev-er-it/ 7. a young hare, esp. one in its 
first year. [from Anglo-French, literally ‘little hare’} 

leviable sce tivy. 

leviathan 1. 1 ih/. a sea monster, 2 anything very 
large or powerful. [from Hebrew feeralan| 

Levis 7./:/. (also Levi’s piopr) a type of denim jeans 
or overalls remforced with rivets. [named alter Lew 
Strauss, original US manutacturer| 

levitate « 1 inf. rise and float in the air vesp. with 
reference to spiritualism). 2 f cause to do. this. 
[based on Latin fev) heht'] o levitation n. 

levity 77. 1 lack of scrious thought; frivolity. 2 incon- 
staney. 3 undignified behaviour. [from Latin feces] 

Ievulose (Svar. of baryt ose. 

levy @ i./r \-1es, -ied 1 a impose (a rate or (oll). 
b raise (contributions or taxes}, ¢valso abyol.) raise ta 
sum of money) by legal execution or process (/he 
dehl was levtd on the debtor’s goods). A seize (goods) in 
this way. e extort (/eny blackmail). 2 enrol (troops 
etc.). 3 (usu. foll, by upon, against) wage (war). @ 1. 
pl. -1es) 1 a the collecting of a contribution, tax, 
ete. or of property to sausfy a legal judgement. ba 
contribution, tax. ete. levied. 2 a the act or an 
instance of enrolling troops ete. b fin pi.) troops 
enrolled. ¢ a body of troops enrolled. d the number 
of troops enrolled. [from Latin leva ‘to raise’| 
DO leviable ad). 


lever has the fulcrum between load and 
effort. A class 2 lever has the load between 
fulcrum and the effort. A class 3 lever has 
the effort applied between load and 
fulcrum; it reduces the force on the load 
while increasing the distance it moves. 


loc \ 
ffoil 
> 
fulcrum 
: ~~ § 
CLASS 2 LEVER CLASS 3 Lever SS 
(nutcrackers) (tongs) 


lewd «adj. 1 lascivious. 2 indecent, obscene. [Old 
English] o lewdly adv. lewdness 2. 

lexical adj. 1 of the words of a language. 2 of or as 
of a lexicon. [from Greek /ex:kos| 0 lexically adr, 

lexicography 7. the compiling of dictionaries. 
0 lexicographer 7. lexicographic adj. lexico- 
graphical ad). 

lexicology 7. the study of the form, history, and mean- 
ing of words. O lexicological ad). lexicologist 7. 

lexicon 7. 1 a dictionary, esp. of Greek, Hebrew. 
Syriac, or Arabic. 2 the vocabulary of a person, 
language, branch of knowledge, etc. [from Greck 
lextkon (biblion) (ook) of words’] 

lexis 1. 1 words, vocabulary. 2 the total stock of 
words in a language. [Greek] 

ley’ /lay/ n. a field temporarily under grass. 
[Middle Fnglish] 

ley? /lay/ n. (in full ley line) a hypothetical straight 
line connecting prehistoric sites etc. [variant of 1.4.4] 


LF abbr, low frequency. 

LH abbr. Biochem. \uteinizing hormone, 

Lh. abn. left hand. 

Li symb, Chem. the clement lithium. 

liability 1. (/. -ies) 1 the state of being liable. 2 a 
person or thing that is troublesome as an unwel- 
come responsibility; a handicap. 3 what a person is 
liable for, esp. (in p/.) debts. 

liable predic.ad. 1 legally bound. 2 (fol. by fo) subject 
to (a tax or penalty). 3 (foll. by éo + infin.) under an 
obligation. 4 (foll. by fo) exposed or open to (some- 
thing undesirable). 5 (foll. by fo + infin.) disp. apt. 
likely (7¢ is liable to rain). 6 (foll. by for) answerable. 
[Middle English] 


m Usage The use of liable in sense 5, though 
common, is considered incorrect by some people. 


liaise rinii: (foll. by werth, beteeen) establish cooper- 
ation, act as a link. fback-formation from Liaison] 

liaison n. 1 communication or cooperation, esp, 
between military forces or units. 2 an ihcit sexual 
relationship. [French] 

liana ». (also liane) any of several climbing and 
twining plants of tropical forests. & kustorist. 
[from French Lane ‘clematis’| 

liar 7. a person who tells a he or hes. 

lias ». 1 ‘Lias) Geo/. the lower strata of the Jurassic 
system of rocks, consisting of shales and limestones 
rich in fossils. 2 a blue limestone rock found in SW 
England. {from Old French (ois Shard limestone’ | 
O liassic adj. in sense 1) 

Lib. abby Liberal. 

lib 7. collog. Qn names of political movements ct 
liberation seamen s Lb 


bho 


libation 


libation . 1 the pouring out of a drink-offering to 
a god. 2 such a drink-offering, [from Latin /batio| 

libber 2. co/log. an advocate of women’s liberation. 

Lib Dem ». Bril. collog. a Liberal Democrat. 

libel e 7. 1 Law a a published false statement 
damaging to a person’s reputation. b the act of 
publishing this. 2 a a false and defamatory written 
statement. b (foll. by ov) a thing that brings discredit 
hy misrepresentation etc. (/he portrai ts a libel on him: 
the hook is a ltbel on human nature), @ vir, libelled, 
libelling: ('Slibeled, libeling) 1 defame by libcl- 
lous statements, 2 accuse falsely and 
maliciously. 3 Lave publish a libel 
against. [origmally in sense 
‘a formal document: from 
Latin /ibellus ‘little book’| 
0 libeller 7. 

libellous adj. containing 
or constituting a libel. 
O libellously ad: 

liberal e adj. 1 ample. 
abundant. 2 giving freely; 
generous. 3 open-minded. 4 
not strict or rigorous; (of inter- 
pretation) not literal. 5 for gencral 
broadening of the mind, not pro- 
fessional or technical :/iberal studies. 
6 a favouring individual liberty, free trade, and 
moderate political and social reform. b (Liberal; 
Polit, of or characteristic of Liberals or a Liberal 
Party. 7 Theol. regarding many traclitional beliefs as 
dispensable, invalidated by modern thought. or 
liable to change (heral Protestant: liberal Judaism). @ n. 
1 a person of liberal views. 2 (Liberal, Polit. a 
supporter or member of a Liberal Party. [originally 
in sense “hetitting a free man’; based on Latin /ihe 
‘free (man; | o liberalism n. liberally adc. 

liberal arts n.p/, esp. .\. .Amen the arts as distinct 
from science and technology, 

Liberal Democrat n. in the UK a member of a 
party (formerly the Social and Liberal Democrats) 
formed from the Liberal Party and the Social 
Democratic Party. 

liberality 7. 1 free giving: munificence. 2 freedom 
from prejudice: breadth of mind. 

liberalize ¢./. @ inf, ‘also -ise make or become 
more liberal or less strict. 0 liberalization ». 

Liberal Party 1. 1 (in the UK) a political party 
advocaung liberal policies (renamed in 1988 when 
H regrouped with others to form the Social and 
Liberal Democrats and known from 1989 as the 
Liberal Democrats). 2 a similar party elsewhere. 

liberate ¢./7 1 set at hberty: set free, 2 free (a coun- 
try ete., from an oppressor or an enemy occupa- 
ion. 3 colten as liberated ad)., free .a person, from 
rigid social conventions. 4 slang steal. 5 Chem. 
release esp. a gas: from a state of combination, 
[based on Latin /iheratus ‘freed’ o liberator ». 


liberation ». the act or an instance of liberating: 
the state of being lihcrated, o iberationist 1. 

liberation theology 1. 4 theory which interprets 
liberation from social. political, and economic 
Oppression as an anticipation of ultimate salvation, 

libertarian 7. an advocate of liberty. o libertar- 
ianism /, 

libertine e 7. a dissolute or licentious person. @ adj. 
licentigus, cissolute. [from Latin (Aertinus “freed- 
man | oO libertinism 7, 

liberty 7. (p/. -ies; 1 a freedom from captivity, 
imprisonment. slavery. or despotic control. b a 
personification of this. 2 a the right or power to do 
as onc pleases. b foll. by fo + infin, right, power, 
opportunity, pernussion. 3 usu, in pl) a right, priv- 
Hege, or immunity, enjoyed by prescription o1 
gram. 4 setting aside of rules or convention. 0 at 
liberty 1 free. not imprisoned sf af fiber. 2 Soll. 
by fo + intin., entitled, permitted. 3 available, disen- 
gaved, take liberties 1 olien loll. by cei, behave 
inan unduly familiar manner, 2 doll by eervh deal 
freely or superticially with rules or facets. take the 


lob 


SCALES FORMED 
AGUS TTB Ds Oe AN 


liberty (foll. by fo + infin., or of + verbal noun) 
presume, venture. {from Latin fbertas] 

liberty bodice x. Bri/, a close-fitting under-bodice 
with no stiffening. 

liberty hall 7. a place where onc may do as one 
likes. 

libidinous aq). lustful. [based on Latin /ébido ‘lust’] 

libido /)i-bee-doh/ 1. ( p/. -os) Psychol. psychic drive 
or energy, esp. that associated with sexual desire. 
[Latin] o hbidinal ad). 

Lib-Lab adj. Brit. hist. Liberal and Labour. 

Libra w. 1 -As/ron. a small constellation (the Scales 

or Balance), said to represent the pair of scales 

which is the symbol of justice. 2 -Ls/rol. a 

the seventh sign of the zodiac, which 

the Sun enters at the northern 

autumnal equinox (about 22 


this sign. [originally in 
sense ‘pound weight: 


FIGURE OF 


ad). 
librarian 7. a person 
in charge of, or an 
assistant in, a library. 
o librarianship 7. 
library 7. | p/. -ies) 1 aa collection of books ete. for 
use by the public or by members of a group. b a 
person's collection of books. 2 a room or building 
containing a collection of books (for reading or 
reference rather than for sale). 3 aa similar collec- 
tion of films, records, computer routines, etc. b the 
place where these are kept. 4 a series of books 
issued by a publisher in similar bindings etc., usu. 
as a set 
library edition 7. a strongly bound edition. 
library science 7. the study of librarianship. 


OF LIBR \ 


libration x. an apparent oscillation of a celestial 
body. esp. the Moon, by which the parts near the 


edge of the dise are alternately in view and out of 


view. [from Latin /hratio, based on libra ‘balance’ | 


libretto ». ( p/. libretti or -os) the text of an opera. 
{Itahan, literally ‘little book’| a Librettist 7. 


CIG@hEN 

Lichens are symbiotic partnerships 
between algac and fungi: the algae live 
among the uny threads formed by the 
fungus and supply it with food, which is 
produced by photosynthesis. Although 
they grow very slowly, lichens are 
extremely long-hyved. ‘Vhey reproduce 
by means of spores or sorechia 
(powdery vegetative fragments). Of 

the six forms of lichen, the three most 
common are foliose (leafy), crustose (flat 
and crusty), and fruucose (shrub-like). 
Some lichens, such as Gladonia floerkeana, 
are a combination of forms. 


EXAMPLES OF LICHENS 


CRESTOSL 
Galoplaca heppianay 


Latin] o Libran 7. & 


PRU TIGCOsT. 
(Cladonia portentosa) 


lichen 


Librium 2. propr a benzodiazepine drug used as a 
tranquilizer, 

Libyan e adj. 1 of or relating to modern Libya in 
N. Africa. 2 of ancient N. Africa west of Egypt. 
3 of or relating to the Berber-group of languages. 
e@ 7. t aa native or national of modern Libya. b a 
person of Libyan descent. 2 an ancient language of 
the Berber group. 

lice p/. of Louse. 

licence 7. (L/S license) 1 a permit from an author- 
ity to own or use something (esp. a dog, gun, tele- 
vision set, or vehicle), do something (esp. marry, 
print something, preach, or drive on a public road), 
or carry on a trade (esp. in alcoholic liquor). 
2 permission (have I your licence to remove the fence?). 
3 a liberty of action, esp. when excessive; abuse of 
freedom. b licentiousness. 4 a writer’s or artist’s 
irregularity in grammar, metre, perspective, etc., or 
deviation from fact, esp. for effect (poetic licence). 
[based on Latin heére ‘to he lawful] 

license 7/7 (also licence) 1 grant a licence to. 
2 authorize the use of (premises) for a certain 
purpose, esp. the sale and consumption of alco- 
holic liquor. 3 authorize the publication of (a book 
ete.) or the performance of (a play). [Middle 
English] 0 licensable ad). licensor 7. 

licensed victualler sce \icit Air 2. 

licensee ». the holder of a licence. esp. to sell alco- 
holic liquor. 

license plate n. US the number plate of a licensed 
vehicle. 

licentiate ». a holder of a certificate of competence 
(o practise a certain profession, or of a university 
licence. [from medieval Latin /icentiatus ‘licensed’ 

licentious adj. 1 immoral, esp. in sexual relations. 
2 archaw disregarding accepted rules or conven- 
uions. [fron Latin /icentiosus| O licentiously adz. 
licentiousness ». 

lichee var. of yc. 

lichen /ly-kén/ 1». ¥ any plant organism of the 
group Lichenes. composed of a fungus and an alga 
in symbiotic association growing on and colouring 
vocks, tree trunks, roofs, walls, etc. [from Greek 
leihhen| Oo Lichened aa lichenology n. 


Jungal hypha , | algal cell 


_ soredium 
Z 


upper corter 


| algal layer 


\ soralium 


thallus | 


rhizine 
lower cortex 


SLOTION THROUGH FOLIOSE LICHEN 


sqguannilase 
thallus 


fritty ters 


nos, / #8 ~ thallus 


SOUAMULOSE (SCALY) 
AND PRUVICOSE PHALLUS 
Gladonia fluerkeana) 


lich-gate 


LICH-GATE 


lich-gate n. (also lych-gate) A a roofed gateway to 
a churchyard, formerly used at burials for shelter- 
ing a coffin until the clergyman’s arrival. > cnurcH. 
[Old English fic ‘corpse’ + vii.| 
licit adj. not forbidden; lawful. [from Latin li ilus| 
olhieitly adi 
lick @ 7. 1 f pass the tongue over. 2 &: bring into a 
specified condition or position by licking (/ieked i all 
apr, licked 3a 
lightly over. b intr caressingly 
flames licked al the staircase). 4 tr, collog. a defeat 
b excel, surpass. € surpass the comprehension of 
5 tr. collog. thrash, @ n. 1 an act of 
licking with the tongue, 2 = sani nick. 3 collog. a fast 
pace {at a lick; at full lick). 4 collog. a small amount: 
quick treatment with (foll. by of: @ lick of paint). 5 a 
smart with a stick etc. O a lick and a 
promise o/log. a hasty performance of a task. esp. 
of washing oneself. lick a person’s boots jor 
shoes) he servile. lick into shape sce sive. lick 
one’s lips (or collog. chops) 1 look forward with 
relish, 2 lick one’s 
wounds he in [Old 


of a flame, waves, etc.i play 


tif clean 


move gently oF 


has gol me licked 


blow 


show one’s satisfaction 


retirement alter clefeat. 


English] o licker 7. (also m comb 


lickety-split ac 

licking ». co/log. 1 a thrashing. 2 a defeat. 

lickspittle 7. a toacly. 

licorice var. of 1MaQvoRic. 

lid 7. La hings dor removable cover, esp for the top 
of a contamer. 2 =1 . 3 slang a hat, cd put the 
lid jor tin lid) on Bri/ L be the culmimation 
of. 2 put a stop to. take (ur blow ct 
collog. expose (a scandal ete.,. [Old English] a lid- 
ded ad). (also in h.. lidless «ad 

lido /lee-doh/ 7. ( p/. -os) Bril. a public open-aw swun- 
ming pool or bathing beach. [[talian, from Li 
name of a bathine-beach near Venicc| 


collog. at full speed headlong 


lie! @ @.inii: (lying: past lay: pas! part. Nain, L be ino 


assume a horizontal position on supporung 
surface; be at rest on something. 2 (of a thing; rest 
flat on a surtace 3 remain 
undisturbed or natle lt 

4a be kept or remain or be in a specified state o1 


- j i i 1s | j hae ry ‘ 
place le hidden: lie in te matice lay behind | al 


; ‘| j 
snow flay on the UNG 


uncliscussed ete 


they lay dying 
hank). b ,ot 
certam position or relation tfoll. by a, cevth, ek ( 
ansaer lies mm education: my 
5 a be situated or stationect (the wdlave la 
the ships are lying off the coast), Byof a road, route, etc 
leacl (the road les over mountains). e be spread out to 
view (the desert lay before us). 6 bof the dead) be buried 
inavrave, 7 (toll, by weh, archaic have sexual inter- 
course. 8 Lae be admissible 

ior Hl nol | e 


hing li 


the books lay unread, the noney is h 


abstract things exist, reside: be in 
ympathies fi th the fami 
la fhe vas 


or sustamable (he obj 


the way or direc 


G let he not raisc 


100 OF Posmon 


in Which 1 cCOnIrO 


I) 


the lid off 


versial matter etc.) for discussion ctc. lie about (or 
around) be lIefi carelessly out of place. lie ahead 
be going to happen; be im store. lie back recline so 
as to rest. lie down assume a lying position; have a 
short rest. lie down under &ri. accept (an insult 
etc.) without protest. lie heavy cause discomfort or 
anxicty. ie in remain in bed in the morning: lie in 
state (of a deceased person of high rank) be laid in 
a public place of honour before burial. lie low 
1 keep quiet or unseen. 2 be discreet about one’s 
intentions. he off .\au/. stand some distance from 
shore or from another ship. lie over be deferred. 
lie to .Vau!. come almost to a stop facing the wind. 
lie up (of a ship) go into dock or be out of commis- 
sion. lie with be the responsibility of (a person) (é 
lies wrth you to answer). take lying down (usu. with 
neg.) accept (deteat, rebuke, etc.) without resistance 
or protest ete. {Old English| 


w Usage The transitive use of /ie, meaning ‘lay’, as 
in Lie him on the bed. is incorrect. 


lie? en. 1 an intentionally false statement (¢e// a / 
pack of tes). 2 imposture; false belief (live @ lie). @ 2 
lies, lied. lying) 1 intr: a tell a lie or lies (they Hed fo 
me). b (of a thing be dec eptive the camera cannol lr 
2 tr. (usu. refl., foll. by ilo, out of ) get (oneself) into 
or out of hed themselves into 


i situation by lying 


trouble, lied my way oul of danger). O give the lie to 
serve to show the falsity of (a supposition ete.). [Old 
Enelish] 


lied /lect/ 7., pl. lieder /lee-der/) a type of German 
song, esp. of the Romantic period, usu. for solo voice 
with piano accompaniment. [German] 

lie detector wi Instrument for determining 

whether a person is tellmg the truth by testing for 

physiological changes considered to be symptom- 

atic of lying. 


lie-down »), Bri/, a short rest. 


liege /lecj/ usu. hi/. @ adj. (of a superior) entitled to 
reecnve or (of a vassal) bound to give feudal service 
or alfegiance, @ 7. 1 (in full lege lord) a feudal 
superior or sovereign, 2 (usu. in pl) a vassal 
or subject. {from Old French| 


liegeman 2». (//, -men) /iis/. a ; 
sworn vassal: a faithful follower, d 
lie-in 1. Bri/. a prolonged stay in 

bed in the morning. reNCU davut 
lien /lecn/ x. Late a right ove: craft 

another's property to protect | | 

a deh chargc d on that 


property. [from Latin liga 
men “bond | 

lie of the land ». (prec 
by the) esp. Brit. the cur 
rent state of alfan’s 

n. O in lieu 
2 ifoll. by of 


[from 


lieu /le\w/ 
1 Insteacl, 
in the place of 
Latin foray “place’| 
Lieut. ahh. Licutenant 
lieutenant /lc{-ten-Ant/ 7. 
Ladeputy, 2aanarmy off- , 
eer next ino rank below rudder 
captain, ba officer 

nextin rank below heutenant commander. 3 0S a 
police officer next in rank below captain. [from 
Old French] Gheutenancy pn / 
life » 
1 


propelle ) 


nayal 


. -1es 


hl. lives, 1 the conclition which cistingul 
/ : 


iwnals 


and plants from inorganic matt 


incluchng the capacity for growth, functional acuy 
in, and preceding death. 2 a li 
ing thin LCLIVIEN (27L8¢ fer is there life o 
Van’ b human presence or activity (7 f life 
3 a the period during which life lasts. or the period 


from birth to the present ume or from the present 


munual change 
ind their 


ume to death (have done if all my life Tyeovel all mg 
{i life nenrbe ryhip) b the duration of a thing’s exis 
tence or of its ability to function the ba l ( 
v, i ved 4aa pet con's state of existene | 
living inchividual sacrificed th | 

b a living person vr ‘ 5 aan nici 


vluping recovery deck 


Life Guards 


vidual’s occupation, actions, or fortunes; the 
manner of one’s existence (thal would make life easy: 
start a new life). ba particular aspect of this (love Life; 
private life). 6 the business and pleasures of the world 
travel is the best way to see life). 7 man’s earthly o1 
supposed future existence (his life and the next) 
8 a energy, liveliness ( full of life. pul some life into it! 
b an animating influence (zas the life of the part 
9 the hving form or model (/aken from the Life). 10 a 
biography. 11 collog. a sentence of imprisonment 
for life (they were all serving life). 12 a chance; a fresh 
start (cats have nine lives; gave the player three live 
o come to life 1 emerge from unconsciousness or 
inactivity; begin operating, 2 (of an inanimate 
object) assume an imaginary animation, for dear 
(or one’s) life as if or in order to escape death 
(hanging on for dear life. run for your life). for life for the 
rest of one’s life. for the life of {foll. by personal 
pron.) even if (one’s) hfe depended on it (cannot fo 
iber). give one’s life 1 (foll. by for 
die: sacrifice oneself. 2 (fol. by to) dedicate oneself. 
large as life collog. in person, esp. prominently 
lood there large as life). larger than life 1 exageer- 
ated. 2 (of a person) having an exuberant or strik- 
ing personality, lose one’s life be killed. net on 
your life collog. most certainly save a 
person’s life 1 prevent a person’s death. 2 save a 
person from scrious difliculty. take one’s life in 
one’s hands take a crucial personal risk. to the 
life true to the original. [Old English] 


rary, 
the life of me renre 


not, 


life assurance 72. = 1111. INSU RCI 

lifebelt », Brit. a belt of buoyant or inflatable mater- 
ial for keeping a person afloat. 

lifeblood 7. 1 the blood, as being nece 
2 the vital factor or influencs 


sary to life. 


lifeboat 7. 1 9 a specially constructed boat launch- 
ed from land to rescue those in distress at sea. C 
2. a ship's small boat for use in emergency. > silt 


ROAL, 


masthead 
light ———® 


LIFEBOAT: SCLIT-RIGHIING 
ARUN CLASS LIPEBOAL 


sle, ring position 


- | 


buinacle 
wheelhouse 


au intake 


pif 


winch 


anchoi 


rubber fendes Sast-planing hull | 


lifeboatman 7. (//. -men a man who rescues 


people using a lifeboat. 


lifebuoy 7. a buoyant support for keeping a person 
afloat 

life cycle ». the scrics of changes in the life of an 
organism imcluding 1 Huet 

life expectancy 1. the a period that a person 
may expect to live 

life-force »). inspiration or a driving force or intlu- 
ence 


life-giving «7/). sustaining lif 


wo upliftme and r¢ 


alizing 
lifeguard n in NPerl Sv miner employed ta 
rescue bathers from a ny 


Life Guards »:./ nth Ub ment of 


roval Householet ¢ 


hallard 


life history 


life history 7. the story of a person’s life, esp. told 
at tedious length. 
life insurance 7. insurance for a sum to be paid on 
the death of the insured person. 
i life jacket n. < a buoy- 
whistle 7 See bye a 
i ant jacket for keeping 
a person afloat 
neck lifeless adj. 1 lack- 
ing life; no longer 
living, 2 uncon- 
scious. 3 lacking 
movement or 
vitality. O life- 
lessly adi. life- 
lessness 7 


lifelike ad). 


opening 


lopping- 
up) valve 


lanyard 


closely resem- 

bling the per- 

reinforced son or thing 
seam represented. 

lifeline 7. la 

a rope etc. use d 


for life 
that 
lifebuoy. b a diver’s signalling line 
of communication 


LIFE JACKET 


saving, €.2, 
utached to a 

2 a sole means 

rir sport 

lifelong ad). lasting a lifetime 

life member 7. a person who has lifelong member- 
ship of a society etc 

life peer 7. Brit. a pecr whose title lapses on death. 
olife peerage ; 

life-preserver 7. 1 Bri/. a short stick with a heavily 
loaded end. 2 a life jacket et 

lifer 1. 1 s/ang 


a person who ser 


PES 


Armic d sSCTVICCS 


1 person serving a life sentenc 
sin one of the 
as ad Career, 


life-raft 1. Wan inflatable or timber ct 
in an emergency instead of a boat. 


ralt for us¢ 


LIFE-RAFT hub} 


ventilation 


chul 


outer 


entrance 


lif . 
flap 
; hoarding 
fut ; y ladder 
Virap 
life-saver log. 1 a thing that saves one from 
serious difficulty, 2. Lis/ V0 = LILO ARI 
life sciences hioles related subject 


life sentence 7. 1 4 
life. 2 an diness or com 
contuniny thi oone’s freedom 


nlene f imprisonment for 


mitment etc, pereery 
life-size also life-sized, @ adj. of the same size a 
the person or thin presented. @ 


Al 


life size) thi 


lifespan ; the length of time for ch a person o1 


creature | rwhich a thin or is fune- 
Oonel 

lifestyle ; par life of ay nol 
VrOUy 

life-support / #..of equipment, allowing vital 
fun wt oOntu adver WIORMIC 1 
clurin lisablement 

life-support machine AM ilator on 
respirator 

life’s work a task ete, pursued throughout one 

| 


lifetime 


lift @ 1 /r rais 


LIGHT 


Visible, or white, light is a form of electromag- 


netic radiation occurring between infra-red 
and ultraviolet waves in the electromagnetic 
spectrum. White light is a mixture of many 
different colours of light, each with its own 
wavelength. When white light passes through 
a prism it 1s refracted and split up into its 
various wavelengths, so that all the colours 


can be seen separately. These colours make up 


the visible spectrum. Our eyes detect colours 
by recognizing the different wavelengths of 
visible hght. 


\WWHITI 


TIGER RANGE DRY APRS 


DETAIL FROM THE 
ELECTROMAGNETIC SPECTRUM 


or : ultraviolet 

ristble light ; 

infra red 
WAVES 


LOAVES 
a X-rays | 


| 
| 
| 


visible spec lrum prism F white light 


life-threatening «dj. (of an illness etc.) that endan- 


gers Lift 

1 the duration of 2 the 
duration of a thing or tts usefulness. 3. collog. an 
Go of a lifetime such as 
does not occur more than once ma person’s life \ fe 


t person's life 
ENE plionally long time 


chance of a lifetime: the journey of a lrfetine 
remove U higher position. 
2 int, vo ups be raised; yield to an upward force (/he 
mend I not lift). 3 fr. give an upward direction to 
4). a elevate to a higher plane of 
their spirits). b make 
interest to. ce enhance 
5 intr. (of a 


PY 
the eyes or face 
thought or fecling (the neve s lift 


clull: add 


i/tea their game afte 


less heavy or 


unprove half-lune 


cloud, fog. ete. rise. disperse. 6 &. remove (a barrie? 
or restricuon). 7 / transport (supphes, troops, etc 
hy air. 8 fr qg. a steal. b plagiarize (a passage ol 


writing ct 9 fr dig up (esp. potatoes ct { 


harvest). 10 4: hold or have on high (¢he church lifls it 
uw LD hitta cricket ball) into the air, 12 f@ cusu. 
in passi t perform cosmenhe surgery on (esp. the 


1 the act of 
a free ride in 
another person 3a Bri. a 
platform or compartment housed ina shaft for rais 
ing and lowering things to diflercnt 
Hloors of a building or different levels of a mine etc 
b a sumilar apparatus for cart 
down a mountain ete. (se 


tac W breasts; lo reduce sageing. @ 
lilting or process of being lifted. 


ehicle (gaz 


them a lift 
persons ot 
ying persons up 0} 
Kiel, 4 a transport by 
ba juantity of good 
hy air. 5 the upward pre 
rerofoil, & vLroroi. 6 a supporting or elevating 
inJuence; a feeling of clation. 7 a laver of leathe: 
in the heel of wr shoe 


4Ir (SCE VRE 7.) transported 


lure Which air exerts on an 


1 boot esp. to correct short- 
or mecrease height. 8 a rise 
of the grouncl. b the extent to which water rises in 

nal lock. o lift down Br. pick up and bring to 
1 lower position, lift a finger (or hand ctc.) (in 
nev, Make the shehtest effort didn lo help 
lift off 1c! pa rat O17 from th 


launching pacl. lift up one’s voice sing out. {from 


ening of a le in the level 


fla fing 
rocket) rise 


Ole Non | oO liftable a7). hifter 1 

lift-off » thi vertical take-olff of pacecl ut on 

rocket 

ligament 7. I An hort band of tough flexibk 

fibrous connective ussue linking bones together 

2 any vu nbranous fold ping an organ in po 

igdon. [from Latin / in bond] 5 hgamental 

ad). igamentary ad). ligamentous «d) 

ligand n. 1 Chem. an ion or molecule attached to a 

metal atom by boncing in which both electrons 
ipphed by one atom. 2 27 molecule that 

binds to anoth 1. larger; m ile. [fi Latin 

to bound | 


ligate wiz Surgery tie up (a bleeding artery etc 
[based on Latin /gatus “bound’| o ligation 7. 

ligature e 7. 1 a tie or bandage. 2 Afus. 9 a slur; a 
ue. 3 Printing two or more letters joined, e.g. a. 4a 
hond; a thing that unites. 5 the act of tying or bind- 


ing. @v./z bincl or connect with a ligature 


a Usage Sce Usage Note at pickin. 


LIGATURES BELOW 


Z : 
o 


~ | 


\ NIUSICATL STAY 


= 


o 


| ligature 
a 
liger ». the offspring of a lion and a 
manteau word from Lion + HGF] 
light’ e 7. 1 & the natural agent (electromagnetic 
radiation of wavelength between about 390 and 
740 nin; that sumulates sight and makes things vis- 


tigress. [port- 


ible. [ Phe CROMAGN VENI 2 the medium oi 
condition of the space in which this is present, 3 an 
yppearance of brightness (saze a distant light). 4 aa 


source of light. b (in p/.) dlumamations. 5 (often in 
pl.) a twalhic hght ( 


ent through a red light Stop at the 
light 6 a the 


mount or quality of illumination in 


a place (bad light stopped play). b one’s fair or usual 
share of this are \la amy light). 7 aa flame 
or spark serving to ignite (stu light). b a devic 
el ducing thi 1a you sol a Uf the aspect in 
which a thing is regarded (appeared in a new light 


9 a mental dlumination; elucidation, enlighten- 


ment. b hope, happine 1 happy outcome. ¢ spir- 
tual illumination by divine truth. 10° vivacity 
nthusiasmi, or inspiration visible in a person’s face 
p. in the 11 (in pi.) a person’s mental power 
or ability (according to one ights). 12 an eminent 
person (@ lead 13 a the bright part of 
thing: a highlight. b the bright parts of a picture 
tc. esp. suggesting Wumination (light and shad 
14 a a window or opening in a wall to let light in 
b the. perpendicular division of a mullioned 


15 Bri. un 
filling a spac 


16 La 


window \ m™. Ca pane of elass esp. in the sick 
reenhouse 1 crossword 


et ch of th 


or rool ol a 


ind to b 
he light fallmg on 


wems 


deduced from the clue 


windows, the obstruction of which hy a neighbour 
is illegal. @ lit: pas! part. lit or \attb.) lighted 
1p; inf, set burning or begin to burn, 2 


light 


provide with light or lighting. 3 # show (a person) 
the way or surroundings with a light. 4 indy: (usu. 
foll. by up) (of the face or eyes) brighten with anima- 
ion, pleasure, etc. @ ad. 1 well provided with light; 
not dark. 2 (of a colour) pale (light blue, a light blue 
nbbon). 0 bring (or come) to light reveal or be 
revealed. in a good (or bad) light giving a 
favourable (or unfavourable) impression. in 
(the) light of having regard to; drawing 
information from, light of one’s life usu. 
joc. a much loved person. light up 1 collog. 
begin to smoke a cigarette ete. 2 provide with 
lights or lighting; illuminate (a scene etc.). lit 
up collog. drunk. out like a light deeply 
asleep or unconscious. throw (or shed) 
light on help to explain. [Old English] 
D lightish adj. lightless adj. lightness 7. 

light? e adj. 1 not heavy. 2 a relatively low in 
weight, amount, density, intensity, etc. (light 
arms; light traffic; light metal, light rain; a light 
breeze). b deficient in weight (light coin). 
3 a carrying or suitable for small loads (light 
aircraft). b (of a ship) unladen. e carrying 
only light arms, armaments, etc. (/zght bri- 
gade; light infantry). 4 a (of food, a meal, etc.) 
small in amount; easy to digest (had a light 
lunch). b (of a foodstuff) low in fat, 
cholesterol, or sugar, etc. ¢ (of drink 
not heavy on the stomach o1 not 
strongly alcoholic. 5 a (of entertain- 
ment. music. etc.) intended for amuse- 
ment, rather than edification; not pro- 
found. b frivolous, thoughtless, trivial 
(a light remark). 6 (of sleep or a sleeper) easily 
disturbed. 7 easily borne or done (fight duties) 
8 nimble; quick-moving {a light step: light of foot: a 
light rhythm). 9 (of a building etc.) graceful, elegant. 
10 (of type) not heavy or bold. 11 a tree from 
sorrow: cheerful (a light heart). b giddy (light in the 
head). 12 \of soil) not dense; porous. 13 (of pastry, a 
sponge cake, etc.) fluffy and well-aerated during 
cooking and with the fat fully absorbed. 14 archau 
(of a weman) unchaste or wanton; lickle. @ adv. 1 in 
a light manner (tread livht: sleep light). 2 with a mini- 
mum load (travel light}. @ v.inir. | past and past part. lit 
or lighted) (foll. by on, upon) come upon or find by 
chance. o light into vo/log. attack. light out co/log. 
depart. make light of treat as unimportant. make 
light work of do a thing quickly and easily. [Old 
English] a ightish ad). lightness 72 

light air 7. a very light wind, force | on the Beau- 
fort scale (1 3 m.p.h.) 


LIGHTH 


light bulb 7. # a glass 


fungsten bulb containing an 

filament , inert gas and a metal 

: filament, providing 

inert light when an elec- 

res tric Current Is pas- 
sed through. 

Saal light-emitting 


diode sec LED. 
lighten’: lai: G 
intr, make 
hiehte: m weight. b # 
reduce the weight or load 


electrical 
ieure 


or hecome 


verea of. 2 ¢ bring relief to (the 

filling heart. mind, ete. 3 A. 
mitigate (a penalty 

oni lighten® » 1 a #. shed 


light on. b & © int 
make or grow lighter o1 
brighter. 2 inf a shine brightly; flash. b emit heht- 
ning (it as lightening). 


LIGHT BULB 


lighter’ n. a device for lighting cigarettes ete. 

lighter? 7. a boat, usu. flat-bottomed, for transter- 
ring goods from a ship to a wharf’ or another ship 
[related to obsolete (ght ‘to unload’| 

lighterman 7. (/)/. -men, a person who works on a 
lighter. 

lighter-than-air «/(/b.adj. (of an aircraft) weighing 
less than the air it displaces 


lightfast adj. (of a dye, pigment, etc.) resistant to 
alteration on exposure to light. o lightfastness 7. 
| light-fingered cd). siven to stealing. 
light flyweight 7. 1 a weight jn amateur boxing up | 
to 48 kg, 2 an amateur boxer of this weight. 
| light-footed «dj, nimble. 
. light-headed adj. giddy, frivolous, delirious. 
O light-headedly adv. light- 


= weathe, headedness n. 
vane light-hearted ad. 1 cheerful. 
. ventilation 2 (unduly) casual, thoughtless. 
hal a light-heartedly adv. light- 


heartedness ». 
light heavyweight 7». 1 the weight 
in some sports between middle- 
weight and heavyweight. 2 a sports- 
man of this weight. 
lighthouse 7. < a tower or other 


beacon 


guard 
rail 


bedroom Se ae ; ae Ey 

; structure containing a beacon hight 
mside to warn or guide ships at sea. 

winch light industry 7. the manufacture of 
youn small or light articles. 

inside lighting x. 1 equipment in a room or 


street etc. for producing light. 2 the 
arrangement or effect of lights. 

lighting-up time 7». Br/. the time 
alter which vehicles on the road must 
show the prescribed lights. 


~ entrance 
b dour 


lightly adv. in a light (esp. frivolous or 

unserious) manner, a get off lightly 

escape with little or no punishment. take 
lightly not be serious about /a thing). 


OUSE 


light meter 7. ¥ an instrument for measuring the 
intensity of the light, esp. to show the correct 
photographic exposure. 


calculatai 
dial 


selecto) pomter light sensitive 


cell 
\ 


high/low range selector 


moving coil 
haht 
integrator 


LIGHT METER: CUTAWAY VIEW 
Oly NA AINE Ce EGRET MESES: 


lightning e 77. > a flash of bright heht produced by 
an electric discharge between clouds or between 
clouds and the ground. @ aftrib.ad). very quick weuh 
hehtning speed). [Niddle English] 

lightning conductor ». ((/‘ lightning rod) a 
metal rod or wire fixed to an exposed part of a 
building or to a mast to divert hghtning mto the 
earth or sea. 

lightning strike ». Bri/. a strike by workers at short 
notice, esp. without official union backing. 

light of day ». 1 daylight, sunlight. 2 general 
notice; public attention. 

light-pen 2. 1 a penlike photosensitive device held 
to the sereen of a computer terminal for passing 
information on to it. 2 a light-emitting device used 
for reading bar codes 

light pollution 7. excessive brightening of the 
night sky by street lights ete. 

lightproof aq). able to resist the harmful effects ol 
(esp. excessive) light. 

light railway n. a railway constructed for hght traffic, 

lights 7./. the lungs of sheep, pigs. bullocks 
used as a food esp. for pets. [Middle English, so 
named because of their lightness| 


ete 


~— 
~ weather vane navigation black 


ball 


mast beacon 
light ae 
) ventilation 
seeee foghorn cowling , 
davit ~ ‘ 


lifeboal 


windlass 


a 
| deckhouse rudder / 


\ hawsepipe\ anchor 


LIGHTSHIP: |930s BRITISH LIGHTSHIP 


lightship n. A a moored or anchored ship with a 
beacon light. 

lightweight e ad. 1 (of a person, animal, garment, 
etc.) of below average weight. 2 of little importance 
or influence. @ 7. 1a lightweight person, animal, or 
thing. 2 a a weight in certain sports intermediate 
between featherweight and welterweight. b a boxer 
etc. of this weight. 

lightwood ». 1 a tree with a light wood. 2 US wood 
or a tree with wood that burns with a bright flame. 

light year 7. 1 Astron. the distance light travels in 
one year, nearly 6 million million miles. 2 (in pl.) 
collog. a long distance or great amount. 

ligneous adj. 1 (of a plant) woody. 2 of the nature 
of wood. [based on Latin /ignum ‘wood’] 

lignin x. Bol. a complex organic polymer deposited 
in the cell walls of many plants. 

lignite 7. a soft brown coal showing traces of plant 
structure. intermediate between bituminous coal 
and peat. > coat. [French] 


| LIGHTNING 
Lightning begins inside thunderclouds, 
when water and ice particles are thrown 
together by air currents, creating static 
electricity. Positive charges collect at the 
top of the cloud, negative at the bottom. 
Eventually the diflerence between the 
positive and negative charges is large 
enough to overcome the insulauon of 
the air in between. A lightning bolt leaps 
or between the cloud 
and the positively charged ground - to 
neutralize the charge. 


i 


between the two 


FORMATION OF LIGEVE NING WITELEN A 
| THUNDER OLOU DTG ATL CEN tRL S: 
Te 
, parle les 


positive 
char ges 


rad " at —- 
coculaling = 
7 
aul aaa 
= 
NEGATE 
matey 
charges see : 
sere yeh 
, droplets 


ryvitively char hoy 
/ ; highining 


| ground | 


Loo 


lignocaine 


lignocaine 7. Pharm. a local anaesthetic for the 
gums, mucous membranes, or skin, usu. given by 
Injecuon, 

ligustrum », = ravi. | Latin} 

likable var. of inti. 

like! e adj. often governing a noun as if a transitive 
participle such as resembling) amore like, most 
hke) 1 a having some or all of the qualitics of 
another or each other or an original (in like manner: 
as like as theo peas: ts very like her brother). b resembling 
in some way, such as (good wrilers like Dickens). © (usu. 
in pairs correlatively) as one is so will the other be 
(like mother, like daughter). 2 characterisic of (ét 1) nol 
like them to be late). 3 ina suitable state or mood for 
(fell like working, fell like a cup of lea). @ prep. in the 
manner of to the same degree as (drink like a fish: sell 
hike hot cakes acted lke an tdtots. @ ade. 1 archai likely 
(they will come, like enough). 2 slang so to speak (did a 
quick getaway, like, as EF said, like, Pm no Shakespeare). 
iS ee likely, probably (as like ay nol). @ conj. collag. 
disp. 1 as (cannot do it like you do). 2 as if ate like thes 
were varving,. @u. La counterpart: an equal; a sim- 
ilar person or thing shall not see ity like again). 2 (prec. 
by the) a thing or things of the same kind (rew// neve 
do the hke again). 0 and the like and similar things 
imusic, painting, and the like’. be nothing like :usu. 
with compl.) be in no way similar or comparable on 
adequatc. like jor as like as not colloy. probably. 
like so cu//oy. like this: in this manner. the likes of 
collog. a person such as. what is he jor she or it 
etc. like? what sort of characteristics does he (or 


she, or it, ete. ) have: ‘ " [Mictelle English] 


a Usage When dike means ‘such as’ sec 
Ib of the adjective . some people preter such as 
to be used in formal contests when more than 
one example is mentioned, e.g, good writers such ay 
Dickens, Shakespeare, and Hardy. The use of like as 
a conjunction is often condemned and is there- 
fore best avoided by using instead as or as if as 

appropriate. . 


SCHISC 


like? @ vf, 1 a find agreeable or enjoyable ike 
reading, like the sea; like to dance). b he fond of ya 
person . 2 a choose to have; prefer like ma coffer 
black. de not like such things discussed». b wish for or be 
inchned to (reould like a cup of tea, should like to come). 
3 usu, in interrog.: prec. by how) fecl about: regard 
thor rwould you like it if it happened to yous). @ n. ain pl. 
the things one likes or prefers. [Old English} 

-like coi. 
meaning “smular to, characteristic of 
hike: tortuive like 


jorm forming adjectives from nouns. 


doglike: shell 


w Usage In formations intended as noncc-words, 
or not generally the hyphen should be 
used. It may be omitted when the first clement is of 
one sy able. Dut nouns in -/ alwi ays require it. 


current, 


Ikecnle ad). ae likable; alee sant; Casy to re 
olikeability 1. likeably ad. 

likelihood 1. prolubility. oO in all likelihood very 
probably, 

likely e «/). likelier. likeliest: L probable: such as 
well might happen or be wue és not likely that they 
zeal comes the most likely place ts Landon: a likely story 
2 foll. by fo + infin.) to be reasonably expected (he is 
nol likely to come now). 3 promising, apparently suit- 
able thee they lads this ts a likely spot, @ adi. 
ably (1. very Likely true). as likely as not probably 
not likely! cology. certainly not: 1 refuse. [from 
Old Norse léhle| 


prob- 


g@ Usage When used as an adverb, Ae must be 
preceded by more, mavt, Use without the 
qualifying adverb ts standard only im .\merican 


English. ce. Ther ll likely not come eel 


Or cery, 


like-minded «//j. having the same tastes 


like-mindedness /; 


Opin- 
ions. cle, O 
liken ;./ 


a person or thing to another 


fall. by fo point out the resemblance ol 


likeness 77. 1 usu. folly detec. fav resemblance 


2 toll. by o/ 


asemblance or euise ae the dha 


t 


a ghost}. 3 a portrait or representation (2s @ good like 
Ness). 

likewise «ai. 
wre » 

liking 7. 1 what one bikes; one’s taste (2s i to _your 
liking). 2 fol. by for) regard or fondness; taste or 
fancy (had a liking for toffee). 

lilac @ ». 1 any shrub or small tree of the genus 
Srringa, esp. S. vulgarity with fragrant pale pinkish- 
violet or white blossoms. 2 a pale pinkish-violet 
colour. @ ad. of this colour. [from Persian lilak 
‘bluish’ | 

liliaceous «dj. 1 of or relating to the family Lili- 
aceae of plants with clongated leaves growing from 
a corm, bulb, or rhizome. 2 lily-like. |based on 
Latin fun “lily’] 

lilliputian e 7. a diminutive person or thing. e ad). 
diminutive. [from Lilliput. mmagmary country m 
Swift's Gulliver's Travels, inhabited by tiny people} 

Lilo 7. (also Li-lo projn) | pl. -os, Bril. a type of in- 
flatable mattress. [alteration of Me low] 

lilt e 7, 1 aa light springing rhythm or step. b a song 
or tune marked by this. 2 (of the voice) a charac- 
teristic cadence or inflection. @ «ir (esp. as lilting 
adj.) move or speak ete. with a lilt. [Middle English] 

lily ». | p/. -ies) 1 a any bulbous plant of the genus 
Lilium family Lihaceae), with large trumpet- shaped 
flowers on a tall slender stem. b any of various 
plants of similar appearance. ¢ the water lily. 2 a 
heraldic Meur-de-lis. [from Latin Linn] 


1 also, moreover, 2 similarly (do like- 


lily-livered adj, cowardly. 
lily of the valley 1. < any plan 
LILY OF THE Of the genus Gonvallana (hy fam- 
VALLEY ily. with racemes of white bell- 
shaped fragrant lowers. 


(Convallaria 
majaliy) 


lily pad ». «\ flouting leal of a 
water lily. 
lily white e 7. a pure white 
colour. @ adj. (hyphenated 
when alirb; 1 of this colour, 
2 faultless. 
limb! », 1 an arm, ley, or wing. 
2 a large branch of a trec. 3 a 
branch of a cross. 4 a spur of a 
mountain, O out on a limb LT isolated. 
stranded. 2 at a disadvantage. [Old 
Enelish] O limbed adj. also in comb.) 
limbless ad). 
limb? 11. .Aséyov. a specilied edge of the Sun, 
Moon. cte. [from Latin “mbus *hem, border’ | 
limber' e adj. 1 lithe. agile, nimble. 2 flex- 
ible. @ @ vusu. foll. by api Lf make yoneself or a part 
of the body ete.) supple. 2 ai warm up in prepa- 
ration for athleue ete. activity. {lO6th-century 
coinage] 0 limberness ». 
limber’ e 1, ¥ the detachable front part of a gun 
carriage. @ 1 fe attach a limber to (a gun ete 
2 mx fasten together the two parts of a 
carnage, {Middle Enelish| 


gun 


LIMBER G1 A MID-TOLH-CLNEURY GUN © ARRIAGI 


spade wheel 


: P coupling 


cam nention 


thot 


ounpon der 


hag 


hexplosti 
vie Hs 


limited liability 


limbic system 7. a complex system of nerves and 
networks in the brain, controlling the basic 
emotions and drives. [from Latin limbus ‘edge, 
harder} 

limbo! 7. {//. -os) 1 (in some Christian beliefs) the 
supposed abode of the souls of unbaptized infants, 
and of the just who died before Christ. 2 an inter- 
mediate state or condition of awaiting a decision 
ctc. 3.a state of neglect or oblivion. [from medieval 
Latin phrase in limbo ‘on the edge’| 

limbo? 7. {p/. -os) a W. Indian dance in which the 
dancer bends backwards to pass under a horizontal 
bar which is progressively lowered. [W. Indian] 

lime'e 7. 1 (in {ill quicklime) a white caustic alka- 
line substance (calcium oxide) obtained by heating 
limestone. 2 (in full slaked lime) a white sub- 
stance (calcium hydroxide) made by adding water 
to quicklime. 3 calcium or calcium salts. 4 archare = 
BIRDIIML. @ vir treat (wood, skins. land, ete.) with 
lime. oe English, related to 1o\n| o Limay adj. 

lime? ». 1 a a rounded citrus fruit like a lemon but 
egreencr, smaller. and more acid. & curesirunt. b (in 
full ime tree) the tree. Citrus aurantifolia, bearing 
this. 2 (in full lime juice; the juice of limes as a 
drink. 3 = inn. crits. [from Arabic /ima| 

lime? 7. 1 (in full lime tree) any ornamental tree of 
the genus Tilia, esp. 7. europaea with heart-shaped 
leaves and fragrant yellow blossom. > iri.. 2 the 
wood of this. [Old English ad ‘linden’] 

lime greene 1. a bright pale green colour like that 
of a lime tsee tint? Jay. @ adj. (hyphenated when 
athhib. of this colour. 

limekiln 7. a kiln for heating limestone. 

limelight 7. 1 an intense white light used formerly 
in theatres. 2 (prec. by ¢hei the focus of attention. 

limerick 7, a humorous or comic form of five-line 
poem with a rhyme scheme aabba. [from Limerick, a 
town and county in Lreland| 

limestone /). Geu/. a 
sedimentary rock’. 
composed — mainly 
of calcium — car- 
bonate. & sipiwini 

Limey 7. (//. -eys) 
diner: vane offens. @ 
Briush person \origi- 
nally a sadlor) or ship. 


liminal «7d, 1 a of « 
relating to a transitional 
or iniual stage. b marginal, 
insignificant, 2 occupying a position on, or on both 
sides of. a boundary or threshold. [based on Latin 
himen linin- “threshold’| 0 laminality #7. 

limit e 7. 1 a point, linc, or level beyond which 
something does not or may not extend or pass. 
2 often in pl.) the boundary of an area. 3 the great- 
estor smallest amount permissible or possible, e v.07 
limited. limiting, 1 set or serve as a limit to. 
2 toll. by ¢) restrict. G be the limit collog. be intol- 
erable or extremely irritating. within limits 
moderately; with some degree of freedom. [from 
Latin limes limitis “boundary, fronticr’| o limitable 
adj. limiter 1, 


LIMESTONE: 


OOLLLEC LIMESTONE 


limitation ». 1 the act or an instance of limiting: 
the process of being limited. 2 (olten in pi.) a condi- 
tion of limited ability (Anoee ones Limitations). 3 volten 
in P/.) a limiting cireumstanee (hay ils limitations). 
limited «dj. 1 contined within limits. 2 not great in 
scope or talents (has limiled expenence). 3a few, scanty. 
resuicted (/inuled accommodation:. b restricted to a few 
examples danited edition), 4 (aller a company name) 
Ba being a linuted company. o limitedness ». 
limited company 1. (also limited liability 
company) Bri! a company whose owners are 
legally responsible only to a limited amount for 
its debts. 
limited liability ». Bri/. the siatus of being 
legally responsible only to a limited amount for 
debts of a trading company, 


limitless 


limitless ad. 1 extending or going on indefinitely 
(a limitless expanse). 2 unlimited (limitless generosity). 
O limitlessly adv. limitlessness 7. 

limnology 7. the study of the physical phenomena 
of lakes and other fresh waters. [based on Greek 
linné lake’) G limnological adj. limnologist n. 

limo /lim-oh/ 7. (p/. -os) collog. a limousine. 

limousine ». a large luxurious motor car. [French, 
originally a caped cloak worn in Limousin, former 
French province| 

limp! e winiz 1 walk lamely. 2 (of a damaged ship, 
aircraft, etc.) proceed with difficulty. 3 (of verse) be 
defective. @ n. a lame walk. [related to obsolete 
limphalt \ame’) 0 limpingly adz. 

limp® adj. 1 not stiff or firm; easily bent. 2 without 
energy or will. 3 (of a book) having a soft cover. 
[18th-century coinage] o limply adz. limp- 
ness /. 

limpet 7. 1 » any of various 
marine gastropod molluscs with 
a shallow conical shell and a 
broad muscular foot that 
sticks tightly to rocks. 2 a 
clinging person. [from mecl- 
eval Latin lampreda ‘limpet’| 

limpet mine 7. a delayed-action 
mine designed to be attached to a 
ship’s hull. 

limpid aq. 1 (of water, eyes, etc.) clear, 
transparent. 2 (of writing) easily ‘ 
comprehended. [from Latin /impidus| 0 lampidity 
n. limpidly ad. limpidness 1. 

limp-wristed adj. collog. 1 efleminate. 2 ineffectual. 
feeble. 

linage /lyn-ij/ n. 1 the number of lines in printed 
or written matter. 2 payment by the line. 


LIMPET 


linchpin 7. (also lynchpin: 1 a pin passed through 
an axle-end to keep a wheel in position. 2 a person 
or thing vital to an enterprise, organization, etc. 
[Old English] 

linctus n. Bril. a syrupy medicine, esp. a soothing 
cough*mixture. [Latin, literally a licking’ | 

lindane 7. Chem. a toxic colourless isomer of 


benzene hexachloride used as an 
flower ( insecticide. [named after T. 
cluster van der Linden. Dutch 


chemist, born 188+] 
linden 11. 4: lime tree. 
(Old English] 
line! @ 7». 1 a 
mark 
or band made on 
a surface (dre a 
line). 2 
lines m art, esp. 
draughtsmanship 
or engraving. 3 a 
thine resembling such a 
mark esp. a furrow ol 
wrinkle. 4 Afm. a each of 
five) horizontal marks 
forming a stave in musical notation. b a sequence 


COMPELS 


LINDEN: 
Oe vi LINDEN 


(Tilia cordata\ 
isu. 


of notes or tones forming a melody. 5 aa straight 
or curved continuous extent of Jength without 
breadth, b the track of a moving point. 6 a contour 
or outline, esp. as a feature of design Ac yachts clean 
7 a (ona map or graph) a curve connecung 
all poimts haying a specified common property. 
b (the Line) the equator. 8 a a limit or boundary. 
b a mark limiting the area of play, the starting o1 
linishing point in a race. etc, 9 aa row of persons 
or things. b a direction as indicated by them (/ine of 
travel), e \. Amer a queue, 10 a a row of printed or 
written words. b a portion of verse written in one 
line. 11 sin pl.) aa piece of poetry. b the words ol 
an actor’s part. ¢ a specified amount of text cic. to 
he written out as a school punishment. 12 a short 
letter or note (drop me a line), 13 (in pl.) = weer 
ums. 14 a length of cord etc., usu. serving a speci- 
lied purpose, esp. a fishing line or clothes line, 


lines). 


use of 


15 aa wire or cable for a telephone or telegraph. 
b a-connection by means of this (am trying lo gel a 
line). 16 a a single track of a railway. b one branch 
or route of a railway system. 17 aa regular succes- 
sion of buses, ships, etc., plying between certain 
places. b a company conducting this (shepping line). 
18 a connected series of persons following one 
another in time (esp. several generations of a 
family) (@ long line of craftsmen). 19 a a course or 
manner of procedure, conduct, etc. (along these lines). 
b policy (the party line). ec conformity (bring them into 
line). 20 a direction, course, or channel (/ines of 
communication). 21 a department of activity: a 
branch of business (nof in my line). 22 a range of 
commercial goods (a new line in hals). 23 collog. a 
false or exaggerated account (gave me a line about 
missing the bus). 24 a a connected series of military 
defences etc. (behind enemy lines). b an arrangement 
of soldiers or ships in a column or line formation 
(ship of the line). c (prec. by the) regular army reei- 
ments (not auxiliary forces or Guards). 25 each 
of the very narrow horizontal sections forming 
a television picture. 26 a narrow range of the 

spectrum that is noticeably brighter or darker 

than the adjacent parts. 27 the level of the 
base of most Ictters in printing and writing. 
28 (as a measure) one-twellth of an inch, e@ @./7: 
1 mark with lines. 2 cover with lines (a face lined 

with pain). 3 position or stand at intervals along. 
co all along the line at every point. bring into 
line make conform. come into line conform. get 
a line on co/log. learn something about. in line for 
likely to receive. in the line of in the course of 
(esp. duty). in (or out of ) line with in (or not in) 


baggage funnel, first-class 
(Tane , lounge 


second-class \ lifeboat 


lounge 


docking 
bridge 


lrudder | keel propeller 
alignment or accordance with. lay (or put; it on 
the line speak frankly. line up 1 arrange or be 
arranged ina line or lines. 2 organize (had a job lined 
up). on the line 1 at risk ( pul my reputation on the lin 
2 speaking on the telephone. out of line 1 not in 
alionment; discordant. 2 behaving inappropriately. 
[Old English /ine ‘rope, series’ | 

line? vf; La cover the inside surface of a garment, 
box. ete. 
bserve asa lining for, 2 cover as f with a lining (shel es 
lined with books). 3 collug. fi, esp. plentfully. o line 
one’s pocket (or purse) make money, usu. by 
corrupt means. [Middle English, from obsolete /aw 
‘flax’, with reference to the use of Imen for linings} 


with a laver of usu. different material. 


lineage /lin-i-ij/ 7. lmeal descent; ancestry, pedi- 
gree, [based on Latin finea ‘line | 

lineal adj. bin the clirect line of descent or ancestry. 
2 lincar; of or in lines. o lineally ade. 

lineament /. (usu. in //) a distinctive feature or char- 
acteristic. esp. of the face. [from Latin fneanentum| 

linear adj. 1 a of or in lines. b of length (/:near evient 
2 long and and of uniform breadth. 
3 involving one dimension only. 4 sequential. 
olinearity 7. linearize v. (7; (also -ise). linearly adi 


LLalvVOW 


linear programming 7. a mathematical tech- 
nique for maxnmizing or minimizing a linear func- 
tion of several variables, e.g. output or cost. 

line dancing . « type of country and western 
dancing in which a line of dancers follow a chore- 
ographed pattern of steps 


linger 


line drawing n. a drawing in which images are 
produced from variations of lines. 

linefeed 7. 1 the action of advancing paper in a 
printing machine by the space of one line. 2 the 
analogous movement of text on a VDU screen, 

lineman /. (//. -men) 1 a person who repairs and 
maintains telephone or electrical etc. lines. 2 a 
person who tests the safety of railway lines. 

line manager 7. a manager to whom an cmployec 
is directly responsible. 

linen e 7. 1 a cloth woven from flax. b a particular 
kind of this. 2 {collect.) articles made, or originally 
made, of linen, e.g. sheets, undergarments, etc. 
@ adj. made of lincn or flax. 0 wash one’s dirty 
linen in public be indiscreet about one’s domes- 
tic quarrels etc. [Old English] 

linen basket 7. esp. Brit. a basket for soiled clothes. 

line of credit 7. an amount of credit extended to 
a borrower, 

line of fire n. the expected path of gunfire, a 
nussile, etc. 

line of sight 7. a straight line along which an 
observer has unobstructed vision. 

line of vision 2. the straight line along which an 
observer looks. 

line-out 7. (in rugby) parallel lines of opposing 
forwards at right angles to the touchline for the 
throwing in of the ball. 

line printer 7. a machine that prints output from a 
computer a line at a time. 

liner! x. ¥ a ship or aircraft cte. carrying passengers 

on a regular line 

observation 

Sirst-class cowl 

promenade decks 


VOOM 


bridge | 


LINER: EARLY 20)TH-CENTURY STEAM-POWERED LINER 


liner? 77. a removable linme 

liner train 7. Bri. a fast goods train with detach- 
able containers on permanently coupled wagons. 

linesman 7. (//. -men) 1 (in games played on a 
pitch or court) an umpire’s or referce’s assistant 
who decides whether a ball falls within the playing 
area or not. 2 = Linen 1. 

line-up 2. 1 a le of people for inspection. 2 an 
arrangement of persons in a team or nations etc. m 
an alhance, 

ling! v. ¥ a long slender marine fish, \o/va molva, of 
the E. Atlantic. related to the cod and used as food. 
[Middle English] 


ee 


LING: COMMON LING 
(Mfolva molva 


ling? ». any of various heathers, esp. Calluna vulearis. 
[from Old Norse /yng] 


cling vu/fi, 1 denoting a person or thing: a con- 


nected with wheeline b having the property of 
heme veeadding, or undergome (slarzeling. 2 denot- 
me ai diminutive (deeAline), offen derogatory 
priucelan 
linger o Yea be slow or reluctant to depart 


b stay about a place, ¢ doll, by m, ete. dally 


lingerie 


2 (fol. by on) be protracted; drag on. 3 (foll. by on) 
be slow in dying. [Middle English, related to 
LENGTHEN] O lingerer n, lingering ad). 

lingerie /lahn--zher-i/ 1. women’s underwear and 
nightclothes. [French, from /inge ‘linen’] 

lingo ». ( p/. -os or -oes) collog. 1 a foreign language. 
2 the vocabulary of a special subject or group ol 
people. [from Laun lingua ‘tongue’] 

lingua franca 1. (//. lingua francas, 1 a 
language adopted as a common language between 
speakers whose native languages are different. 2 a 
system for mutual understanding. [Itahian, literally 
‘Frankish tongue’ | 


lingual adj. 1 of or formed by the tongue. 2 of | 


specch or languages. [based on Latin /ingua ‘tongue, 
language’) o lingually ado. 

linguine 7. small ribbons of pasta. [Italian, ‘little 
tongucs | 

linguist 7. a person skilled in languages or linguistics. 

linguistic ad. of or relating to language or the 
study of languages. o linguistically adv. 

linguistics ». the scientific study of language and 
Hs structure. 

liniment 7. an embroca- 
tion, usu. made with oil. 
[based on Laon hnie 
‘to smear’ | 


lining 1. I a layer of 
material used to line a 
surface etc. 2 an inside 
laver or surlace GiGe 
link e 2. 1 one loop or ring 
of a chain etc. 2 a a con- 
necting part; one im a_ series. 
b a state or means of connection. 
3 a means of travel or transport 
between two places, @ 7. 1 tr \foll. 
by fogether, to, with) connect or join, 
2 ty, clasp or intertwine (hands or 
arms}. 3 intr \foll. by on, fo, a to) be 
joined; attach oneself to {a 
Syston, company. «ts O link 
up (foll. by wz) connect or 
combine. [from Old Norse | 
linkage ». 1 the action of linking: a link or system 
of links. 2 a the linking of different issues in politi- 
cal negotiations. b Genetics the tendency of genes on 
the same chromosome to be inherited together. 
linkman ». (/)/. -men) 1 Bri/. a person providing 
continuity ina broadcast programme. 2 a player 
between the forwards and backs in football etc 
links 7-//. (treated as ving. or pl.) a golf course, esp. 
one having undulating ground, coarse grass. etc. 
[from obsolete dink “rising ground’ | 
link-up 7. an act or result of linking up. 
Linnaean /li-nee-an/ ad. of or relating to the 
Swedish naturalist Linnaeus or his 
system of classification of plants 
and animals, 


desien cul 


in linoleuni 


a Usage {his word is spelt 
Linnean in Linnean Society, 


linnet #. a finch. .feauhi 
cannabina. sith 
and grey plumage. [from 
Old French dinette] 

lino 7. | pl. -os; esp. Brit. 
linoleum. 

linocut 7. 1 <4 a design 
carved in relief on a 
block of linoleum, 2 <a 
print made from this. 
0 linocutting 7. 

linoleic acid 1. Chem. a 

polyunsaturated fatty acid occurring in hnseed and 

other oils and essential in the human diet. [based 

on Latin /an Has’] 


brown 


LINOCUT 


linolenic acid 1. Chem. a polyunsaturated fatty 
acid avith one more double bond than linoleic acid 
occurring im linseed and other oils and essential in 


canine leeth 


mane (males only) 


the human dict. [based on German Linolsaiive ‘lino- 
leic acid] 
linoleum 7. a material consisting of a canvas back- 
ing thickly coated with a preparation of linseed oil 
and powdered cork ete., used esp. as a floor cover- 
ing, [from Latin linum ‘flax’ + oleum ‘oil’} a lino- 
leumed «dj. 
linseed 7. the seed of flax. [Old English] 
linseed oil 7. oil extracted from lin- 
seed and used in paint and varnish. 
linsey-woolsey 1. a fabric of coarse 
wool woven on a cotton warp. [Mid- 
dle English, based on finsey “coarse 
linen’ | 
lint ». 1 Bri. a fabric, originally of 
linen, with a raised nap on one side, 
used for dressing wounds. 2 fluff, 
{Middle English] o hinty ad. 
lintel n. Ahi. » a horizontal support- 
ing piece of umber, stone, etc., across 
the top of a door or window. [from 
Old French, literally *threshold’] 
Oo lintelled adj. (('S linteled). 
lion 7. 1( fem. honess' ¥ a large tawny 
flesh-eating cat, Panthera leo, of Africa 
and S. Asia. & carntvort. 2 the Lion) the 
zociacal sign or constellation Leo. 
> Lio. 3a brave or celebrated 
person. 4 the lion as a 
national emblem ol 
Great Britain or as a 
representation 1m 
heraldry. [from 
Greek lean] 
ohon-like «rj. 
lion-heart //. 
a courageous 
person (esp. 
as a sobriquet 
of Richard I 
of England). 
a hon-hearted 
ad). 
lionize ¢:/; (also -ise) treat as a celebrity. 0 honiza- 
tion vv. lionizer 7. 
lion’s share 7. (prec. by /he) the largest or best part. 
lip ev. 1 cither of the two fleshy parts forming the 
edges of the mouth-opening. 2 the edge of a cup, 
container, cte., esp. the part shaped for pouring 
from. 3 collog. impudent talk. e alx lipped, 
lipping) 1 touch with the hps; apply the lips to. 
2 touch lightly. oO hang on a person’s lips listen 
attentively to a person. lick one’s lips sce Lick. 
smack one’s lips part the lips noisily in relish or 
anticipation, esp. of food. [Old English] 0 lipless 


adj. iplike ad}. lipped ad. {also in comb). 
Lipid 1. Chem. any of a class of or- 
ge 
solvents. [from French lipid 
transport fat or other lipids in the blood 


lipase nr. Bwchem. any enzyme that catalyses the 
ganic compounds that are insoluble 

lipoprotein 7. Biochem. any of a vroup of 
plasma. [based on Greek fipas “fat’| 


LION AND 
LIONESS 


tPanthera leo. 


breakdown of fats. [based on Greek /ipos fav] 
in water but soluble in’ organi 
soluble protems that combime with and 


liposome 7. Biochem. a minute artificial 
spherical sac ust. of a phospholipid mem- 
brane enclosing an aqueous core. esp. 
used to carry drugs to specific tissues 
|from Greek ipo “fav + soma “body ] 
liposuction 7. a technique m cosmeti 
surgery from 
under the skin by suction. [based on Greek 


lipoy ‘fat | 


for removing excess fat 


lippy «7. \lippier. lippiest) co//og. 1 insolent. 


impertinent. 2 talkative. 

lip-read if; fas/ and past part. -read vals absol. 
esp. of a deal person understand ipeech, entirely 
from observing a speaker's hp movements. 


lintel 


A GRORGIAN 


LINTEL ON 
DOOR 


LIQUORICE: 
WILD LIQUORTOI 


(Ghorrhiza glabra) 


list 


lipsalve n. Bril. a preparation, usu. in stick form, 
to prevent or relieve sore lips. 
lip-service n. an insincere expression of support etc. 
lipstick n. a small stick of cosmetic for colouring 
the lips. & Make-up = 
lip-sync 7. (also -synch) (in film acting etc.) the 
movement of a performer’s lips in synchroniza- 
tion with a pre-recorded soundtrack. 
liquefy vi, © intr (also liquify) 
\-ies, -ied) Chem. make or become 
liquid. [from Latin Liquefacere| 0 lique- 
facient ad. © n. liquefaction 2. 
liquefiable adj. liquefier 2. 
liqueur /lik-yoor/ 7». any of 
several strong sweet alcoholic 
spirits, variously flavoured, usu. 
drunk after a meal. [French, liter- 
ally ‘hquor’| 
liquid e@ adj. 1 haying a consis- 
tency like that of water or oil, 
flowing freely but of constant 
_ volume. & marink. 2 having the 
qualitics of water in appearance 
(liquid blue). 3 (of sounds) clear 
and pure: fluent. 4 a (of assets) 
easily converted into cash. b having ready cash or 
liquid assets. @ 7. a liquid substance. [from Latin 
liquidus] 0 Liquidly ad. liquidness n. 


PRAM 


liquidate ¢. La /; wind up the affairs of (a company 
or firm) by ascertaining liabilities and apportioning 
assets. b intr (of a company) be liquidated. 2 ¢ clear 
or pay off (a debt). 3 & eliminate by killing; wipe 
out. 0 liquidation 7. liquidator 7. 

liquid crystal 7. a turbid liquid with some order in 
its molecular arrangement. 


liquid erystal 
display 


liquid crystal display 1.» a 
form of visual display in elec- 
tronic devices, in which the 
reflectivity of a matrix of h- 
quid crystals changes as a sig- 
nal is applied. 

liquidity ». (//. -ies) 1 the 
state of being liquid. 2 a avail- 
ability of liquid assetS. b (in 
pl.) liquicl assets. 


liquidize 747, (also -isti reduce 
vesp. food) to a hiquicl or puréed 
state. O liquidizer 1. 


LIQUID CRYSTAL 
DISPLAY ON A 
CALCULATOR 


liquid measure 7. a uni for measuring the 
volume of liquids. 

liquid paraffin 7. esp. Brif. an oily liquid obtained 
Irom petroleum ancd'used as a laxative. 

liquify var. of Lig uy. 

liquor 7. 1 an alcoholic clrink. 2 other liquid, esp. 
that produced in cooking, [from Latin iguor] 

liquorice #/. (esp. (-Slicorice) 1 a black root extract 

used as a sweet and in meclicine, 2 <4 the 
leguminous plant from which it is 
obtained. [from Greek glukurrhiza, from 

dlukus “sweet + rhiza root’) 


» 


lira 1. | //. lire) 1 until the introduc- 
von of the curo in 2002) the chief 
monetary unit of Italy, 2 the chict 
monetary unit of Turkey. [from 
Latin libra pound (weight etc.)"] 
lisle nr. (in lull lisle thread) a fine 
smooth cotton thread for stockings etc. 
[from Live, former spelling of Lille in France| 
lisp @ nr. a speech defect in which 5 is 
pronounced like th im thick and 2 is pro- 
uounced like (hin fi, @ cmt: @ tr speak 
or utter with a lisp. [Old English] 6 lisper n. 


yw 


lissom adj. jalso lissome, lithe, supple, agile. 
[based on tii} O lissomly ad lissomness 7. 

list! @ 7. 1 a number of connected items, names, 
ele., written or printed together usu. consecutively 
to form a record or aid to memory, 2 (in pl.) hist. 
a palisades enclosing an area for a tournament. 


list 


b the scene of a contest. @ v. 1 & make a list of. 2 ty 
enter in a list. 3 / (as listed adj.) a (of securities) 
approved for dealings on the Stock Exchange. b (of 
a building in the UK) officially designated as being 
of historical importance and officially protected. 
4 tr. G intr. archaic enlist. o enter the lists issue or 
accept a challenge. [Old English liste ‘border, strip ’] 

list? e v.inér. (of a ship etc.) lean over to one side, esp. 
owing to a leak or shifting cargo. @ 7. the process or 
an instance of listing. [17th-century coinage | 

listen ini, 1 a make an effort to hear something 
b attentively hear a person speaking. 2 (often foll. 
by to) a give attention with the car. b respond to 
advice or a request or to the person expressing it. 
3 (also Listen out) (often foll. by for) seek to hear 
by waiting alertly. o listen in 1 cavesdrop. 2 use a 
radio receiving set. [Old English] 

listenable adj. easy or pleasant to listen to. 0 lis- 
tenability 7. 

listener n. 1 a person who listens. 2 a person 
receiving broadcast racio programmes. 

listening post 7. 1 a point near an enemy’s lines 
for detecting movements by sound. 2 a station for 
intercepting electronic communications, 

listeria n. any motile rodlike bacterium of the 
genus Listeria, esp. L. monocytogenes infecting humans 
and animals eating contaminated food. [named 
after J. Lister, English surgeon, 1827 1912] 

listeriosis 7. infection with listeria; a disease result- 
ing from this. 

listing 7. 1 a list or catalogue. 2 a the drawing up of 
a list. b an entry in a list or register. 

listless adj. lacking energy or enthusiasm, (Middle 
English, based on obsolete list ‘appetite, desire’| 
Olistlessly ad:. listlessness 1. 

lit past and past part. of sacri Lice. 

litany 7. (#/. -tes: 1 aa series of petitions for use in 
church services or processions. b (the Litany) such 
petitions and responses contained in the Book of 
Common Prayer. 2 a tedious recital (a litany of 
woes). [from Greek /idanera ‘prayer | 

litcha var. of wcute. 

liter (’S var. of urn. 

literacy x. the ability to read and write. 

literal e ad. 1 taking words in their usual or pri- 
mary sense without metaphor or allegory 2 follow- 


BITHOGRAPH Y 


In traditional lithographic printing, 
an image is drawn on a stone plate 
with a greasy medium and fixed by 
applying an aciclic solution. The 
plate is then dampened and rolled 

! with ink, which adheres only to the 
ereasy areas and is repelled by the 
water. Paper is laid on to the inked 
block and pressure is applied by a 
press, transferring the inked image 
to the paper. Today, most printed 
articles are produced by offset 
lithography, in which the mage 1s 
transferred from a dampened and 
inked metal plate to an intermedi- 
ate ‘ollset’ roller, before being 
reproduced on paper. 


TRADITIONAL LITHOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT 


2 
af 4 
CRAYON PLP TOR VPETC PES tL 
AND 12a sles ESS 
HOLDER 


IMAGE DRAWN 


ing the letter, text, or exact or original words (Literal 
translation). 3 (in full literal-minded) \of a person) 
prosaic. 4 a not exaggerated (the literal truth). b so 
called without exaggeration (a (iteral extermination). 
3 collog. disp. so called with some exaggeration or 
using metaphor (a /iteral avalanche of mail). 6 of, in, 
or expressed by a letter or the letters of the alpha- 
bet. @ x. Bril. Printing a misprint of a letter. [based 
on Latin littera letter’) 0 literalize zt (also -ise). 
literally adv. literalness 7. 


a Usage The use of literal and literally simply as 
intensifiers (see sense 5 above: should be avoided in 
writing or formal speech. 


literalism 7. insistence on a literal interpretation. 
oliteralist 7. 

literary adj. 1 of, constituting, or occupied with 
books or written composition. 2 well informed 
about literature. 3 (of a word or idiom) used chiefly 
in literary works or other formal writing. [from 
Latin /iderarius| o literarily adv. literariness 1. 

literary criticism ». the art or practice of estumat- 
ing the qualities and character of literary works. 
a literary critic x. 

literate e ad). able to reac and write; educated. @ 7. a 
literate person. [from Latin fi/tera/u| 0 literately ade. 

literati 7.p/. 1 men or women of letters. 2 the 
learned class. [Latin] 

literature 7. 1 written works, esp. those whose 
value lies in beauty of language or in emotional 
effect. 2 the realm of letters. 3 the writings of a 
country or period. 4 literary production. 5 collog. 
printed matter, leaflets, etc. 6 the material in print 
on a particular subject. [from Latin /:leratura] 

lithe adj. flexible, supple. [Old English| o lithely 
adv. litheness n. lithesome ad). 

lithium 7. Chem. a soft silver-white metallic elem- 
ent. [based on Greek /ithos *stone’] 

litho collog. @ 7. = irnocRvrHy, @ vir (-oes, -oed 
prodtice by lithography, 

litho- comb. form stone. {from Greck /ifhos ‘stone’ | 

lithograph e 7. a lithographic print. e v./ 1 print 
by lithography. 2 write or engrave on stone. 

lithography /. ¥ a process of printing from a plate 
so treated that ink adheres only to the design to be 
printed, > peiniinu. Oo lithographer 7. lithograph- 
ic ad), lithographically ad. 


LVL HOGRAPHIC 
PRINI 


ONY EOINE 


F 
ff. 


PRN IEC; 
SIC 


little 


lithosphere x. Geol. ¥ the rigid outer part of the 
Earth consisting of the crust and upper mantle. 
> Exrtu. oO hthospherie ad). 


continental crust 


lithosphere 


crust 


upper 


mantle 


asthenosphere ~ 


oceanic crust 


LITHOSPHERE: SECTION OF THE EARTU'S 
UPPER LAYERS SHOWING THE LYLHOSPHERTE 


lithotomy 2”. surgical removal of a calculus (stone) 
from the bladder, kidney, or urinary tract. [from 
Greck lithos ‘stone’ + tomy] 

Lithuanian e ». 1 aa native of Lithuania. a Baltic 
republic. b a person of Lithuanian descent. 2 the 
language of Lithuania. e ad. of or relating to 
Lithuania, its people, or its language. 

litigant e 7. a party to a lawsuit. @ ad. engaged ina 
lawsuit. [French] 

litigate @. 1 intr eo to law. 2 fr contest (a point) ina 
lawsuit. [based on Latin /ts Lis ‘lawsuit’] o litig- 
able adj. litigation x. litigator 7. 

litigious /li-tij-iis/ ad. 1 given to litigation. 2 of 
lawsuits. [from Latin “itigiosus| 0 litigiously adz. 
litigiousness 7. 

litmus 7. a dye obtained from lichens that is red 
under acid conditions and blue under alkaline con- 
ditions. [from Old Norse dit-mosi, from litr ‘dye’ + 
most ‘moss’ | 

litmus paper ». a paper stained with litmus for use 
as a test for acids or alkalis. 

litmus test 1. cu/log. a real or decisively indicative test. 

litotes /ly-toh-teez/ n. ironical understatement, esp. 
using the negative (c.g. J shant be sorry for I shall be 
wad). [from Greek /itules| 

litre n. (C'S liter) a metric unit of capacity, equal 
to 1,000 cubic centimetres (about 1.75 pints). 
[ftom Greek fifa, a Sicilian monetary unit] 
Oo litreage n. 

Litt.D. abby, Doctor of Letters, [Latin Lillerarum 
Doctor 

litter e ». 1 a refuse, esp. paper, discarded in a 
public place. b odds and ends lying about. 2 cisor- 
derly accumulation of papers etc. 3 a number of 
young animals brought forth at a birth. 4 a vehicle 
contaming a couch shut in by curtains and carried 
on men’s shoulders or by beasts of burden. 5 a 
[framework with a couch for transporting the sick 
and wounded. 6 straw, rushes, etc., as bedding, esp. 
for animals. 7 granular absorbent material for 
lining a box for a cat to urinate and defecate in 
indoors. @ ¢./ make (a place) untidy with discarded 
refuse. [from Latin /eetus bec] 

litterbug ». collog. = irik ott. 


litter lout 7. Bri. a person who carclessly drops 
litter in a public place. 

little e «dj. \littler. littlest; less or lesser: least 
1 small in size, amount. degree. etc. also used with 
aflectionate or emotional overtones (a frendly litth 
chap. a silly little fool). 2a short in stature (@ little man, 
b of short distance or duration weait a little while. 
3 trivial (evaggerates every little difficulty. 4 operating 
ona small scale (the (tle shopkeeper). 3 as a distinctive 
epithet: a of a smaller or the smallest size etc. ith 
finger, b that is the smaller or smallest of the name 
hitle aud). 6 young or younger vny Little sister). 7 as of 
a child, evoking tenderness, amusement. ete. 1c 
Anovw then llth wary. 8 mean, contemptible , re 
wen e det. 1| 


pree, bv a) a certain though small 


Bes 


le 


Little Bear 


LIVER 


Nutrients absorbed from the intestine 
reach the liver via the portal vein, 
and are processed and redistributed 
according to the body’s requirements. 
| Hence the liver regulates the levels 
of glucose, fats, and proteins in the 
blood. It also removes toxins, breaks 
down ageing red blood cells, and 
produces bile, which is stored in 
the val] bladder for discharge into 
the cuuodenum where it assists the 
absorption and digestion of fats. 


be ENR Soe Isle 


LRU SAS A SIE é 
right lobe 


amount of (give mea little butter’, 2 mconsiderable 
(gained liltle advantage from it). @ pron. 1 only a small 
amount (did what little [ could). 2 wusu. prec. by a 
determiner) a certain but no great amount (ee) 
little helps). @ adv. Wess, least) 1 to a small extent 
only little-knoven authors\, 2 hardly (they little thought. 
3 (pree. by @ somewhat (is @ liltle deaf}. 0 little by 
little by degrees: graclually. little or nothing 
hardly anything, no little consiclerable. not a 
little much; a great deal. @ ade. extremely (no! a Lith 
concerned). [Old English] oO littleness 7. 
Little Bear 1. -[siron. = Ursy Minor. 


little end v7. \Jech. the smaller end of a connecting 
rod. attached to the piston. 

little finger 7. the smallest finger, at the outer end 
of the hand. 

little grebe x. a small waterbird of the erebe 
family, Zachvhaptus ruficullis, 

little ones 17,/)/. young children or animals. 

little people 1./)/. (prec. by the: fairies. 

little woman //. (prec. by the) collog. olten derog. one’s 
wife. 

littoral e «adj. of or on the shore. @ 2. a region lying 
along a shore. [based on Latin (lus Moris “shore | 

liturgical adj. of or related to liturgies or public 
worship. 0 liturgically adr. liturgist vv. 

liturgy ». (//. -ies) 1 a a form of public worship, 
esp. in the Christan Church. ba set of formularies 
for this, ¢ public worship in accordance with a 
prescribed form. 2 (Liturgy the Communion 
office of the Orthodox Church. 3 ithe Liturgy 
the Book of Gonimon Prayer. 4 GA Hist. a publir 
office or duty performed voluntarily by a rich 
Athenian. [from Greek Jleiourgia ‘public service. 
worship of the gods’| 

livable var. of (iyi wit. 

live! /liv/ 2 1 ini, be or remain alive; have (esp, 
animal: lite. 2 at loll. by a subsist or feed. 3. at. 
(foll. by on. off . depend for subsistence clives off the 
fumily . 4 inh. (toll. by on, by) sustain one’s position a1 
repute (ees by his wily. Sh a with compl 
experience lived a happy life). b express 1 onc’s life 
was living a he, 6 intr conduct oneself in a specibed 
way (live quietly). 7 mb. arrange one’s expenditure 
etc. live modestly). & int, make or have one’s abode. 
9 intr. Holl, by a spend the daytume (he room does not 
vcem lo be lied in. 10 int, (ot a person or thing 
survive, O live and let live condone others’ fail- 
ings so as to be similarly tolerated. live down tusu. 
with zee) cause ypast guilt ete.) to be forgotien. live 
iniof a student ct 
college ete. live it up collog, enjoy life in an acuye 
and extravagant way. live out 1 survive (a danger. 
difficulty. cten. 2 tof a 
from one’s college ctc. lave together share a home 
and have a sexual relauonship. live up to honow 
or fulfil. live with 1 share a home with. 2 tolerate 
long live ...!. an exclamation of lovalty Wo a 
person etc. spec Wied HOM tia 1 


spend, 


reside on the premises of one’s 


tudent ete.) reside away 


Nee 4 


afl toln 


COMUNON 
hepatic 
duct 


hepatic artery 


live? /ly\/ @ adj. 1 (aitrib. that is alive: living. 2 a (of 
a performance} given in front of a pubhe audience; 
heard or scen at the time of its occurrence, not 
from a recording. b tof a recording ctc.) made of a 
live performance. ¢ taking place concurrently (live 
telephone bidding). 3 not obsolete or exhausted (dis- 
armament iy still a live issue). 4 expending or still able 
to expend energy, esp.: a (of coals) glowing, burn- 
ing. b fof a shell) unexploded. e (of a match) unkin- 
dled. d vof a wire, device, etc.) connected to a 
source of electrical power. 3 of a wheel ete. m 
machinery} moving or imparting motion. @ ad. as 
a live performance ithe show went oul lve). [form of 
NENWo| 

liveable aj. (also livable) 1 (of a house, climate, 
ete.) fit to live in. 2 (of a life; worth living, 3 (usu. 
liveable with) col/log. (of a person) easy to live 
with. c liveability 7. 

lived-in adj. 1 \of a room etc.) showing signs of habi- 
tation. 2 collog. (of a face) marked by experience. 

live-in afirib.adj. 1 yof a sexual partner) cohabiting, 
2 resident (live-in nanny) 

livelihood 7. a means of living; sustenance. [Old 
English] 

livelong adj. poet. or literary im its entre length o 
apparently so «the livelong day). [Middle English /ef 
lunge “gladly long’| 

lively ad). ‘livelier, liveliest) 1 full of life; vigor- 
ous, energetic. 2 brisk (a lively pace}. 3 stimulating (a 
lively discussion). O livelily adv, liveliness n. 

liven ifr & intr. (often foll. by up) collog. make or 
hecome more lively. 

liver!» laa large lobed glandular organ in 
the abdomen of vertebrates, functioning in 
many metabolic processes. > 
b a similar organ in other animals. 2 the 
lcsh of an anmnal’s liver as food. & cur. 
3.11n full liver colour: a clark reddish 
brown. [Old Enghsh| 


DIGLS TION, 


liver? 7. a person who lives in a speci- 
lied way (a clean liver’, 

liver fluke 1. cither of two types of 
luke, esp. Fasciola hepatica, the adults 
of which hve within the liver tissues 
ol vertebrates. 

liverish «adj. 1 suffering from a dis- 
order of the liver. 2 peevish. glum. 
O liverishly «adi. liverishness 1. 

Liverpudlian e ». a native of Liver- 
pool in NW Eneland. @ adj. of or relating to Liver- 
pool, [jocular from Liverpaol +m noi | 

liver salts ».p/. Bril. salts to cure dyspepsia on 
hillousness. 

liver sausage 1. csp. Bril, a sausage containing 
cooked liver ete. 

liverwort //. any small leafy or thalloid bryophyte ol 
the class Hepaticae, of which some have liver- 
shaped parts. & ervornyt 


LLAMA 
(Lama glama; 


lo 


livery 7. (/. -ies) 1 a> distinctive clothing worn by 
a member of a City Company, a ser- 
vant, etc. b membership of a City 
livery company. 2 a distinctive colour 
scheme in which a company svehicles 
are painted. 3 US = very sispie. 
4 hist. a provision of food or cloth- 
ing for retainers ctc, 5 Lave a the 
legal delivery of property. b a 
writ allowing this. G at livery (of 
a horse) kept for the owner and 
fed and groomed for a fixed 
charge. [from Old French livrée 
ifem.) “delivered’| 0 liveried ad). 
(esp. in senses la, 2). d 

livery company 7. Bri! one of the — § 


London City Companies — that 


formerly had a distinctive costume, 
CIVERY: 


POOTMAN IN 


liveryman #. (//. -men) I Sril. a 
member of a livery company. 
2 a keeper of or attendant in a 
livery stable. 

livery stable 7. a stable where 
horses are kept at livery or let out | YTH-CENTURY 
for hire. MINS 

lives fi. of tirt. 

livestock 77. (usu. treated as f/.) animals, esp. on a 
farm, regarded as an asset. 

live wire 7. collog. an energetic and forceful person. 

livid adj. 1 collog. furiously angry. 2 of a bluish lead- 
en colour. [from Latin fvidus| 0 lividity x. lividly 
adv. lividness n. 

living e 7. 1 a livelihood or means of maintenance 
(made my living as a journalist; what does she do for a 
hving?). 2 Brit. Eccl. a posiuon as a vicar or rector 
with an income or property. 3 (prec. by the; treated 
as pl.) those who are alive, @ ad. 1 now existent (the 
greatest living poet). 2 yof a likeness) exact. 3 (of a lan- 
guage) sull in vernacular use. O within living 
memory within the memory of people still living, 

living death ». a stafe of hopeless misery. 

living room 2. a room for general day use. 

living wage 7. a wage that affords the means of 
norinal subsistence. » 

living will 7. a written statement (but not legally 
binding) of a persoy:s desire not to be kept alive by 
aruficial means in circumstances such as terminal 
illness. 

lizard », » any reptile of the suborder Lacertilia or 
Sauria, having usu. a long body and tail and a rough 
or scaly hide. & aurtiut. [from Latin dacertus| 

LJ abbr. (pl. LJ Brit. Lord Justice. 

"NL abby. collog. (usu. after pronouns) 
shall, will AVE that, 
lama vn. 1 a5. American 
ruminant, Lama glama, kept 
as a beast of burden ancl 
for its soft woolly fleece. 2 the 
wool from this animal, or cloth 
made from it. [Spanish] 

LL B abhi. Bachelor of Laws. 

[Latin legeon baccalaurens| 

LL D abby. Doctor of Laws. [Latin 
lesum doctor| 

LL M adh. Master of Laws. [Latin 


legum magister| 


Lloyd’s #. an incorporated society of 
insurance underwriters in London. 
jafier, the original mecting in a 
collee house established (1688) by 
Eclward Lloyd] 

Lloyd’s List x. a daily publication devoted to ship- 
ping news 

Lloyd’s Register 7. 1 an annual alphabetical list of 
ships assigned to various classes. 2 a society that 
produces this. 


Im ally. lumen si 


lo int. archae calling attention to an amazing sight. 
0 lo and behold jor. a formula introducing a 


LIZARD 


SKELETON OF A LIZARD 


Numbering approximately 3,500 species, lizards make up oa ene 
eee On qi COMMON GREEN IGUANA skull 
over half of the world’s reptles. They are grouped into _ (Iguana iguana) a 
17 families, with representatives of the ten principal families saree \ 
. . ‘3 i} > C I . ” 
| shown below. Most lizards have a long tail, a broad head, movaae \ BR. rit 


_ veld 


movable eyelids, a scaly skin, and four splayed legs, although 
in some species, such as the glass lizards, the legs are reduced 


eardrum 


nostril , ie 


ulna _—_—- m 


or completely absent. Many are good climbers, and some crest thoracolumbar 

— including chameleons and geckos ~ are specially vertebrae 

adapted to life in trees. Most lizards also have maser ee, ee Za %, — 
special fracture points along their tails; if the 7 aN Path ae —~y ‘ 
lizard is attacked, the tail can be shed and then aie — | = 
regenerated. Apart from some iguanas (which ; We, he ki | | 

eat plants) and monitor lizards (which Pe fl 
often eat carrion), the majority of / phalanges 


vertebrae | ! 


lizards feed on small animals. fo | 


\ventral ~ ‘ :_* 


scale toe / /clau 


hind leg vg 


MAIN LIZARD FAMILIES 


SCINGIDALE 


eyed skink 
tChalcides ocellatuy) 


VARANIDAL 
Bose’s monitor lizarad 
Faranus exanthematicus) 


AGAMIIDAL 
Thai water dragon 
Physrgnathus coneincinus) 


Ptitont 
common tegu lizard 
Tupinambis teguixin 


PYGOPODIDAE a 


scaly-foot legless lizard 
Pyeopodus lepidopadus 


ANGUIDAL [GUANIDAE ® 
European glass lizard Texas horned lizard 
(Ophisaurus apodus (Phrynosoma cornutum) 


GEKKONIDAE 
LACERIIDA leopard gecko 
eyed lizard 
Lacerla lepida 


(Eublepharus macularius) 


CHIAMALLEON LIDAL 
Jackson’s chameleon 


Chamael fdeAvoni 


loach 


surprising or unexpected fact. [Middle English (4 
‘look | 

loach 7,» any small eclible freshwater fish of the 
family Cobiudae. [from Old French loche] 

load e x. 1 what is carried or is to be 
carried: a burden. 2 a unit 
of measure or weight of 
certain substances, 3a 
commutment of work, 
responsibility, etc, 4 collog. a 
iin pl; often foll. by of | plenty; 
alot. b (a load of) a quantity 
of (a load of nonsense). 5 a 
Elect, the amount of power 
supphed by a generating system 
at any given time. b Electronics an impedance or 
circuit that receives or develops the output of a 
transistor or other device. 6 the weight or force 
borne by the supporting part of a structure. 7 a 
material object or foree acting as a weight or clog. 
8 the resistance of machinery to motive power. @ v 
I #, a put a load on or aboard (a person, ship, etc.). 
b place (a load or cargo) aboarel a ship ete. 2 mir 
often foll. by wp) vof a ship, vehicle. or person; take 
a load aboard. 3 @ often foll. by cet/h, oppress 
(loaded with responvibilines). & tr add material weight 
to (loaded the table with food). 3 tr, \also load up) toll. 
by eth) a supply overwhelmingly loaded us with 
work,. b assail overwheliningly (/oaded us wrth abuse). 
6. charge .a firearm) with ammunition. 7 / insert 
(the required operating medium) m a_ device. 
¢.@ film in a camera etc. a get a load of slang 
listen attentively, [Old English lad “journey, 
conveyance | 

load displacement ». (also load draught) the 
chsplacement of a ship when laden. 

loaded adj. 1 bearing or carrying a load. 2 s/ane 
a wealthy. b drunk. ¢ (SY drugged. 3 (ol dice ete. 
weighted or given a bias. 4 ,of a question or state- 

charged with some hidden or improper 

imaplicauion. 


Me VL 


loader ». 1 a loading machine. 2 dn com. a gun, 
machine, lorry, etc,, loaded in a specified way 
vbreech-loader), 3 an attendant who loads guns at a 
shoot. G -loading adj. \in comb. (in sense 2). 

load line 7. a Plimsoll linc. 

loadstar var. of rouisi vk. 

loadstone var. of Lopisiont. 

loaf! n. (p/. loaves; 1 a portion of baked bread, 
usu. of a standard size or shape. 2 other food 
formed into a particular shape (meal loaf). 3 Brit 
vlan the head. esp. as a source of Common sense 
use your loaf». [Old English | 

loaf? =,1 iniz (often foll. by about, around; spend time 
idly, 2 fr «foll. by aan) waste came) idly, 3. iis 
saunter. 

loafer 7. 1 an idle person. 2 prope a leather shoc 
shaped like a moccasin with a flat heel. 

loaf sugar 7. a sugar loaf as a whole or cut into 
lumps. 

loam 1. 1 a fertile soil of clay and sand contaming 
humus. 2 a clay-basecl paste used in making bricks 
etc. [Old English, related to tou") o loamy «adj. 
loaminess »/. 

loan e ». 1 sometinng lent, esp. a sum of moncy to 
be returned normally with mterest. 2 the act ol 
lending or state of being lent. @ ain dip. lend vesp 
money). G on loan acquired or given as a loan. 
[from Ole Norse /an| a loanable adj. loanee 1. 
loaner // 


a Usage The use of the verb oan to mean lend 
has some justification where a busimess loan is 
In question, e.g, The gay industry ty loaning mone) 
lo the euccanment. Init ts considered incorrect by 
many people as a mere variant of lend. 


loanholder 7. 1 a person holding sccuritics for 
loan. 2a mortgagee, 

loan shark 1. ¢o/log. a person who ends money at 
exorbitant rates of interest, 


L7G 


loath predic.adj. (also loth) fusu. foll. by fo + infin.) 
disinclined, reluctant (loath to admit uw). [Old 

English} 

loathe v./; regard with disgust; detest. 

[Ole English] oc loathing zn. 
loathsome adj. arousing 

hatred or disgust. o loath- 

someness /. 


loaves pi. of wor’, 
lob @ ul (lobbed, 
lobbing; 1 hit or 


throw (a ball or 
inissile etc.) slowly or in 
a high are. 2 send (an op- 
ponent) a lobbed ball. e 7. la 
a ball struck in a high arc. b a stroke producing this 
result. 2 Cricket a slow underarm hall. 


LOACH: 
CLOWN LOAGH 


\Botia macracantha\ 


lobar adj. 1 of the lungs (lobar pneumonia). 2 of, relat- 
ing to, or affecting a lobe. 

lobate adj. Biol. having a lobe or lobes. 0 lobation 1. 

lobby e 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a porch, ante-room, entrance 
hall. or corridor, 2 a tin the House of Commons) a 
large hall used esp. for interviews between MPs ancl 
the public. b (also division lobby) each of two 


corridors to which MPs retire to vote. 3 a a body of 


lobbyists (he anti-abortion lobby). b an organized 
attempt by members of the public to influence legis- 
lators. 4 (prec. by the) (in the UK) a group of jour- 
nalists who receive unattributable briefings from the 
government (/obby correspondent). @ v. (-tes, -ted) 1 /). 


solicit the support of yan influential person). 2 tr (of 


members of the public) seek to influence (the 
members of a legislature). 3 win frequent a parlia- 
mentary lobby. {from medieval Latin /obia ‘todge’] 
o lobbyer 7. lobbyism 1. lobbyist 7. 

lobe wv. Loa roundish and flattish projecting or 
pendulous part, often each of two or more such 
parts divided by a fissure (lobes of the brain). 2 = tar 
1obr. & Lar. [from Greek /obos ‘iobe, pod’| 0 lobed 
adj. lobeless ad). 

lobelia 7. any plant of the genus Lodelia, with blue, 
scarlet, white, or purple flowers having a deeply 
cleft corolla. [named alter M. de Lobe/, Flemish 
botanist to James [, 1538- 1616] 

lobotomy ». | //. -ies) \/ed. surgical incision into a 
lobe, esp. the frontal lobe of the brain. 0 lobot- 
omize 7/7 ‘also -ise . 


LOCK 


local 


lobscouse 7. a sailor’s dish of meat stewed with 
vegetables and ship’s biscuit. [1 8th-century comage| 

lobster n. 1 y any large marine crustacean of the 
family Nephropidac, with two pincer-like claws as the 
first pair of ten limbs. 2 its flesh as food. [from 
corruption of Latin ocusta ‘crustacean, locust’] 


LOBSTER: 
EL ROPEAN LOBSTER 
(Homarus gammarus) 


antenna antennule 


sie - i . fixed finger 


— movable 
Singer 
compound 
(ee 


elicitin y 
leg 


carapace 


abdomen 


telson 
(tailpiece) 


lobster pot 7. a basket in which lobsters 
trapped. 

lobworm #. a large earthworm used as fishing bait. 
[based on obsolete lob pendulous object} 

local e adj. 1 belonging to or existing in a parucular 
place or places. 2 pectiliar to or only encountered 
in a particular place or places. 3 of or belonging to 
the neighbourhood (¢e local doctor). 4 of or affecting 
a part and not the whole (local pain). 5 (of a tele- 


are 


Once a boat has passed into a lock, the rear gates are closed 
behind it. Ina manually operated lock, this is done by pushing 
on the balance beams. A windlass 1s then turned to open the 
sluices in the front gates, raising or lowering the water level. 


Sootbrider 


windlass 


Vhe front gates are then opened, allowing the boat to exit. 


Locks can also be used to prevent flooding, by allowing 
excess water to pass from a higher to a lower reach 


of water. Many modern locks are hydraul- 
ically operated. 


canal 


Athi Bean 
— upper gales 


lock 
— balance beam 
—~ lower gates 


sluices 


ENNELY CUMS NUT 
EGO ON \OGNNNI 


n~ 


local anaesthetic 


phone call) to a nearby place and charged at a 
lower rate. 6 m regard to place. @ n. a local person 
or thing, esp.: 1 an inhabitant of a particular place 
regarded with reference to that place. 2 a local 
train, bus, ete. 3 (often prec. by the) Brit. collog. a 
local public house. 4 a local anaesthetic. [based on 
Latin focus ‘place’] 0 localize utr (also -ise). 
locally adv. localness n. 

local anaesthetic 7. an anaesthetic that affects a 
restricted area of the body. 

local area network 7. a computer network in 
which computers in close proximity are able to 
communicate and share resources. 

local authority 7. Bri. an administrative body in 
local government. 

local bus 7. a bus service operating over short 
distances. 

local derby rn. a match between two teams from 
the same district. 

locale x. a scene or locality, esp. with reference to an 
event or occurrence taking place there. [from 
French /oca/] 


local government 7. a system of administration of 


a county, parish, etc. by the elected representatives 
of those who live there. 

locality x. (p/. -ies) 1 a district or neighbourhood, 
2 the site or scene of something, esp. in relation to 
its surroundings. 3 the position of a thing; the place 
where it is. 

local time 7. 1 time measured from the Sun’s train- 
sit over the meridian of a place. 2 time as reckoned 
in a particular region or time zone 

local train 7. a train stopping at all the stations on 
its route. 

local veto 7. esp. (S = Local. ovrion. 


locate w./r, 1 discover the exact place or position of 


(locate the enemy's camp). 2 establish or install m a 
place or in its proper place. 3 state the locality of. 
4 (in passive) be situated. [based on Laun focatus 
‘placed’| co locatable ad. locator n. 


a Usage In standard English, it is not acecpt- 
able to use /ocate to mean merely ‘find’, as in 
[couldn't locate my key. 


location 7. 1 a particular place. 2 the act 
of locating or process of being located. 
3 an actual place or natural setting 
featured in a film,or broadcast | fibned 
on location). OD locational ad). 

locative Gram. @ 7. the case of nouns. 
pronouns, and adjectives, expressing 
location. @ adj. of or in the locative 

loc. cit. abbr in the passage already 
cited. [Latin foco eetato| 

loch /lok. lokh/ n. Sc. 1a lake. 2 an arm 
of the sea, esp. when narrow or partially 
landlocked. [Middle English | 

loci fl. of Locus, 

loci classici pl. OF Locts CLASSICLS 

lock'e 7. 1 a mechanism for fastening a door, lid, 
etc.. with a bolt that requires a key or a combina- 
tion of movements to work it. Yui 
nock. 2 <a confined section of a canal or river 
where the level of the water can be changed by the 
use of gates and sluices. 3 a the turning of 
hicle’s front wheels. b ain full fall lock: the maxi- 
mum extent of this. 4 an interlocked or jammed 
state. 5S Hirestling a hold that prevents an opponent 
from moving a limb, 6 (in full lock forward) Rugh 
a player in the second row of a scrum. > kticsy. 7 a 
mechanism for exploding the charge of a gun. e. 
1 a & fasten with a lock. b & (foll. by up, shut and 
secure by locking. ¢ mix (of a door, window, ete.) 
have the means of bemg locked. 2 f& a doll. by up, 
in, into) enclose by locking or as if by locking. b ifoll 
by up) collog. imprison (a person). 3 &: (often foll. by 
up, away) allocate inaccessibly (capital locked up in 
land ,. 4 ty. & intr. make or become rigidly fixed o1 
immovable. 5 inn, G tr (often foll. by mfo} becom 
or cause to become caught (locked into a cycle of 


bosNi Tied 


MORDTISE COCK 


POE 


LOCKET: 
SP TEN RN 
ENGLISH LOCKE! 


LOCOMOTIVE 


Trains are pulled by powerful engine units 
called locomotives. In a steam locomotive, 
pressure from the steam moves a piston 
back and forth, which turns the wheels via a 
connecting rod. In a diesel-electric locomo- 
tive, air is drawn into the engine cylinders 
and is compressed to mcrease its tempera- 


1950s AMERIGAN DIESEL-ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE 


observation 
deck 


passenge? 
COaAC h 


passenger door / bogie axle/ 


borrowing). 6 tr (usu. in passive; foll. by in) entangle m 
an embrace or struggle. 0 lock on to locate or 
cause to locate by radar etc. and then track. lock 
out 1 keep (a person) out by locking the door. 2 (of 
an employer) submit (employees) to a lockout. 
lock, stock, and barrel n. the whole of a thing. 
e adv, completely. under lock and key securely 
locked up. [Old English] o lockable adj. lockless 
adj. 
lock? x. 1 a portion of hair that coils or hangs 
together. 2 (in pl.) the hair of the head. [Old 
English] 0 -locked ad). (in comb.) 
locker 7. 1 a small lockable cupboard or 
compartment, esp. each of several for 
public use. 2 Van. a chest or compart- 
ment for clothes. ammunition, etc. 
locker room //. a room contain- 
ing small lockable cupboards in a 
sports centre etc, 
locket 7. < a small ornamental 
case holding a portrait, lock of 
hair, ete., and usu. hung from the 
neck. [from Old French /ocquet ‘little 
lock] 
lock forward sco ioc! n. 6. 
lockjaw 7. = tksuis. 


we Usage The word Jochjave is noi 
found in technical use 


lock-keeper 7. a keeper of a lock on 

a river or canal. 

lock-knit e «dj. (of a labric; knitted with an inter- 
locking sutch. @ wv. such a fabric 

lockout ». the exclusion of employees by then 
employer from their place of work unul certam 
termis are agreed to. 

locksman 7. | //, -men) a lock-keeper 

locksmith 7. a maker and mencler of locks 

lock step n. marching with cach person as close as 
possible to the one mn front. 

lock stitch ». a stich made by a sewing machine by 
firmly locking together two threads or stitches 
> sirice 

lock-up e 7. I a house or room for the tenrporary 
detention of prisoners. 2 Brit, non-residential 
premises etc, that can be locked up, esp. a small 
shop or storehouse. 3 the locking up ol premises lor 
the night. @ a/frib.ad. Brit. that can be locked up 
lock-up shop.. 


loco! 1. ( pl. -os; Bril. collog. a locomoun« 


fuel tank : 


locust 


ture; a smal] amount of diesel fuel is then 
injected into it. The resulting combustion 
drives the generator to produce electricity, 
which is fed to electric motors. In electric 
locomotives, electric current is picked up 
either from a catenary (overhead cable) via 
a pantograph, or from a third rail. 


windscreen 
headlight 


exhaust 4 horn 


vent 


ventilation 


louvres 


step \ cab door 


loco? e adj. slang crazy. @ n. (pl. -oes or -os) (in full 
loco-weed) a poisonous leguminous plant of the 
US, esp. of the genus Astragalus, affecting the brains 
of cattle eating it. [Spanish, literally ‘insane’| 


locomotion n. 1 mouon or the power of motion 
from one place to another. 2 travel; a means of 
travelling, esp. an artificial one. [from Latin loco 
‘from a place’ + mofio ‘motion’ | 

locomotive e 7. (in {ull locomotive engine, & an 
engine that travels under its own power, esp. one 
used for pulling trains. & srt.m ENGINE, TRAIN, @ ad). 
1 of or relatmg to or effecting locomotion (/ocomo- 
five power). 2 having the power of or given to loco- 
mouonN; Nol stauonary. 

locomotor adj. of or relating to locomotion. 

loco-weed §),1. 1000". 

locum /loh-ktim/ 2. collog. = oct 1 eNENS. 

locum tenens /teen-enz/ 7. (pl. locum 
tenentes /ti-nen-tecz/) a deputy acting esp. for a 
cleric or doctor. {medieval Latin, literally ‘one 
holdmg a place’] 0 locum tenency n. 

locus 7. (/. loci /loh-sy/) 1 a position or point, 

2 \ath. a curve etc. 
formed by all the points satisfying a particular 
equation of the relation between coordinates, or by 
a point, line, or surface moving according to math- 
ematically defined conditions. 3 Biol. the position of 
a gene, Mutation. etc. on a chromosome. [Latin. 
literally “place’] 

locus classicus 1. (pl. loci classici /klas-i-sy/) 
the best known or most authoritative passage on 
a subject. (Latin, hterally ‘classical place’| 

locust ». 1 W anv of various African ancl Asian 
grasshoppers of the family Acrichicdae, migrating in 
swarms and destroying vegetation. C 


esp. In a text, treatise, etc 


ORTHOPLLRAN, 


ing 
( ompound 


yt 


a thora 


head 


val + abdomen we 
le 4 front 
» - hind lew ] 


~ LOCUST: DESERT LOCI S) 
4 Schistocerca wegaria 


locution 


‘ LODESTAR 


In the northern hemisphere, the lodestar 
Polaris can be used to locate north, since 
| it remains fixed almost directly above the 
North Pole. The stars Merak and Dubhe, 
in Ursa Major, act as pomters to Polaris. 


POSTTION OF THE LODESTAR POLARIS 


Polaris 


Ursa 
ALinor 


~ Dubhi 
Aerak 


Una 
Majo 


2 (Sa cicada. 3 in full locust beam: a carob. 41in 
full locust tree; a a carol tree. b= wveiy 2. = 
kOwHAL [from Latin docusta ‘crustacean, locust] 
Jocution 7. 1 a word or phrase, esp. considered in 
regard to style or idiom. 2 style of speech. [from 
Latin /ocutio| 
lode wi. a vein of metal orc. {variant of tox] 
loden 7. a_ thick woollen cloth. 
[German] 
lodestar n. (also loadstar) 1 A a star that a ship 
ete. is steered by, esp. the pole star. 2 a a euiding 
principle. b an object of pur- 
suit. [based on obsolete fade 
“way, journey | 
lodestone 7. (also load- 
stone) 1 magnetic oxide of 
iron, magnetite. 2 a a piece 
of this used as a magnet. b a 
thing that attracts. 
lodge e 7. 1 a small house at 
the gates of a park or in the 
grounds of a large house. 
vecupicd by a gatekeeper etc. 
2 a large house or hotel, esp. 
ina resort. 3 a house orca 
pied in the hunting or shoot- 
Ing season, 4a porter’s room 
or quarters at the gate of 
college or other large building. 
5 the members or the mecting 
place of a branch of 
such as the Freemasons. 6 Wa beavers or otter’s 
lai e@ 7. 1 & bring forward or submit (a complainu. 
2 fr, deposit cmoney ete. for 
security. 3 fy, (fol. r 


waterproof 


iron filings 


LODESTONE WI! 1#! 
ATTRAC 11D 
TRON CUIBINGS 


a SOCICL 


= pil d 
o> branches 
loder — 


chamber entrance 


platfor m 


LODGE: 
BLWLRS LODGI 


underwater 


by in, with) place (power ete.) in a person or group. , 
4 tr. G intr. make or become fixed without further 
movement. 5 i a provide (a person) with sleeping 
quarters. b receive as a guest or inmate. 6 inir. 
reside or live, esp. asa paying guest. 7 ¢r (in passive; 
foll. by i) be contained in. [from medieval Latin 
laubia, lobia| 

lodger 7. a person receiving accommodation in 
another’s house for payment. 

lodging ». 1 temporary accommodation, 2 {in pl.) a 
room or rooms (other than in a hotel) rented for 
lodging in. 3 a dwelling place. 

lodging house 7. a house in which lodgings are Ict. 

loess /loh-iss/ n. a deposit of fine light-coloured 
wind-blown cust found esp. in the basins of large 
rivers. [from Swiss German /dsch ‘loose’ | 

loft e 7. 1 the space under the roof of a house, 
above the ceiling of the top floor; an attic. 2a room 
over a stable, esp. for hay and straw. 3 a gallery ina 
church or hall organ loft). 4a pigeon house. 5 Golf a 
backward slope in a club-head. @ vir 1 send (a ball 
ete.) high up. 2 clear (an obstacle) in this way, [from 
Old Norse (opt ‘air, sky, upper room’ | 

lofty adj. loftier. loftiest) 1 /iterary (of things) tower- 
ing, soaring (lofty heights). 2 consciously haughty 
vofty contempt. 3 sublime (lofty ideals). fre lated to 
Lor] O loftily ads, loftiness vn. 

log'e 7. 1 an unhewn picce of a felled tree, or a 
sinilar rough mass of wood, esp. cut for firewood. 
2 a floating device for gauging the specd of a ship. 
3 a record of events occurring during and affecting 
the voyage of a ship or aircraft. 4 any systematic 
record of things done, experienced, etc. 5 = 
rockOoRK |, @ alr (logged, logging) 1 a enter 
(details) ina loghook. b (of a ship) achieve (a certain 
cistance), 2 a enter (information) in a regular 
record. b attain (a cumulative total) /ogged 50 hours 
in the computer). 3 cut into logs. o like a leg 1 ina 
helpless or stunned state | fell like a log). 2 without 
stirring (slept like a log). log in = log on. log on (or 
off; go through the procedures to begin (or 
conclude) use of a computer system. O logger 7. 
logging 7. [Nidclle English] 

log? 1, a logarithm (esp. prefixed to a number or 
algebraic symbol whose logarithm is to be indi- 
cated). 

logan 7. (in full logan-stone) = ko KING-STONI.. 


loganberry 7. (/)/. -ies) 1 ® a dull red soft 
fruit, apparently a hybrid of a raspberry 
and a dewberry, 2 the plant bearing this, 
Rubus loganobaccus. 
logarithm 7. a figure representing the 
power to which a fixed number or base 
must be raised to produce a given number, 
used to simplify calculations as the addi- 
tion and subtraction of logarithms is 
equivalent to multiplication and divi- 
sion. [from Greek /ogas ‘reckoning, ratio" 
+ avhmos number | a logarithmic ad). 
logarithmically ad. 
logbook 7. 1a book containing a detailed record or 
log, 2 Brit. = RGIS tRALION DOCL MEN. 
log cabin ». a hut built of logs. 
loge 1. a private box or enclosure in a theatre, 
[French] 
loggerhead ». (in full loggerhead turtle, » a 
laree-headed turtle, Caretla carclia, of warm seas, 
0 at loggerheads (alten oll. by wth) cisagrecing 
or disputing. 
loggia 2. a gallery or room with one or more 
open sides, esp. one having one side open to 
a garden, |[talian, ‘lodge’] 


logic n. la the science of reasoning, 
proof, thinking, or inference. b a par- 
Hicular scheme of or treatise on this. 


2 aa chain of reasoning (/ dont follow 
your loge. b ability in reasonme vareues 
wath ereal learning and logic). & reasonect 
argument (is not governed by logics. 3 a the 
inexorable force or compulsion of a thing 


LOGANBERRY 
(Rubus loganohaccus) 


lolly 


(the logic of events). b the necessary consequence of 
(an argument, decision, ctc.). 4 a the principles 
underlying the arrangements of elements in a 
computer. b logical operations collectively. [from 
Greck /ogik? (tekhné) (art) of reason’) logician n. 
logical adj. 1 of logic or formal argument. 2 not con- 
travening the laws of thought, correctly reasoned. 
3 deducible or defensible on the ground of consis- 
tency. 4 capable of correct reasoning, o logicality 
n. logically adv. 
logical positivism ». (also logical empiricism) 
a form of positivism in which symbolic logic is used 
and linguistic problems of meaning are empha- 
sized, 
logic bomb 7. Computing a set of instructions secret- 
ly incorporated into a program so that if a particu- 
lar logical condition is satisfied they will be carried 
out, usu. with harinful effects. 
logistics 1.p/. (often treated as sing) 1 the organiza- 
tion of moving, lodging, and supplying troops ancl 
equipment, 2 the detailed organization and imple- 
mentation of a plan or operation. [from French 
logisltique| 0 logistic adj. logistical adj. logisti- 
cally adi. 
logjam 1), 1 a crowded mass of logs in a river. 2 a 
deacllock. 
logo 1. (//. -os) an emblem or device used as the 
badge of an organization in display material. [ab- 
breviation of tocoryr.] 
logorrhoea /|og-0-ree-a/ n. (U'S logorrhea) an 
excessive flow of words, esp. in mental illness. 
[from Greck Jogos ‘word’ + rhoia ‘flow’ ] 
logotype n. 1 Printing a single piece of type that 
prints a word or group of separate Ictters. 2 a = 
Loco, b Printing a single piece of type that prints 
this. [based on Greek a ‘word’ | 
logrolling 77, (8.1 collog. the practice of exchanging 
favours, esp. (in politics) of exchanging votes to 
mutual benefit. 2 a sport in which two contestants 
stand on a floating Jog and try to knock each other 
off. [political sense fram phrase. you roll my log and Lil 
ene D logroller ». 
loin 7. 1 (in p/.) the part of the body on both sides of 
the spine between the floating ribs and the ae 
bones. 2 a joint of meat that includes the loin 
vertebrae. & cut. [from Latin /umbus| 
loincloth 7. % cloth worn round the hips, 
esp. as a sole garment. 
- loiter fiir hang about; linger idly. 
- O loiter with intent Bri/. hang about in 
order to commit a felony, [from Middle 
Dutch /oferen ‘to wag about’) o loiterer n. 
lol ein. LV joften loll, by about, around) 
stand, sit, or recline in a lazy attitude. 
2 hang loosely. [Middle English] o loller v. 
lollipop 7. a large usu. flat rounded boiled 
sweet on a small stick. 


lollipop man ». ( 7. lollipop lady) Bri. 
collog. an official using a circular sign on a 
suck to stop traffic for children to cross the 
road, esp. near a school, 

lollop 2.in/, Jlolloped, lolloping) collag. 1 flop 
about. 2 Brit, move or proceed in a lounging or 
ungainly way, 

lolly 7.1 pl. -ies) 1 collng. a esp. Brit. = Loruror. b esp. 


LOGGERHEAD TURTLE 
Carella carettas 


Lombardy poplar 


Brit. = icv wouty. © Austral. a sweet. 2 Brit. slang 
money. 

Lombardy poplar 2. a tall slender variety of 
poplar. 

Londoner 2. a native or inhabitant of London. 

London pride n. a pink-flowered saxifrage, Saxi- 
fraga x urbium. 

lone attrih.adj. 1 (of a person) solitary; without a 
companion or supporter. 2 (of a place) isolated. 
3 unmarried or widowed (lone parent). [form of 
ont | 

lone hand ». 1 Cards a hand played, 
or a player playing, against the rest at 
euchre, 2 a person or action without 
allies. 

lonely adj. (lonelier, loneliest) 1 (of a 
person) solitary, companionless, isolated. 
2 (of a place) unfrequented; (of a thing) 
standing apart; isolated. 3 a sad because 
without friends or company. b impart- 
ing a sense of loneliness; dreary. 0 lone- 
liness 1. 

lonely heart 7. a loncly person, esp. one 
secking companionship by adyertising 
in a newspaper etc. 

loner 7. a person or animal that prefers 
not to associate with others. 

lonesome ad. 1 lonely. 
2 feeling lonely or forlorn, 3 causing 
such a feeling. 0 by (or on) one’s 


solitary, 


lonesome collog. all alone. 
0 lonesomeness 7. i “chai 

ARGHER AND LONGBOW 
lone wolf 7. a person who 


prefers to act alone. 

long! e adj. longer, longest) 1 measuring much 
from end to end in space or time (a long line, a long 
journey; a long time). 2 (following a measurement) in 
length or duration (2 meirey fong). 3 a consisting of a 
large number of items (a long fist). b (seenunely 
more than the stated amount; tedious, lengthy (ten 
long miles: lired after a long day), 4 of clongated shape 
5 a lasting or reaching far back or forward in Ume 
(a long friendship). b (of a person’s memory) retaining 
things for a long 
time. 6 far- 
reaching; 
acting at a 
distance: 
involving a 
great inter- 

val or cliffer- 
ence. 7 Phonel. 

& Prosody of a 
vowel or 
lable: a having 
the greater of 
the two 
nized durauons. 
b fof eh wel 
categorized as long with regard to quality and 
length (e.g. in standard British English the vowel in 
food is long as distinct from the short vowel in good 
(ef. snort ad). 6). 8 (of odds or a chance) reflecting 
or representing a low Jevel of probability. 9 (of a 
cold drink) large and refreshing, 10 collog. vot a 
person) tall. 11 (fol. by on) collog. well supplied with. 
en. a long interval or period (i will not take long 
e ad. Jonger, longest) L by or for a long time (/ong 
before; long ago; long live the king!). 2 (following nouns 
of duration) throughout a specified time (all day 
long). 3 (in compar; with neg) after an implied port 
of time pall nol wail any longer,, Q as jor so, long 
as I during the whole time that. 2 proviced that: 
only if at long last see 1.151. before long fairl 
soon (shall seepou before long). be long often fol. by 
pres. part. or in + verbal noun) take a Jong ume; he 
slow (J shan’t be ona. by a long chalk see cits. in 
the long run 1 over a long period. 2 eventually: 
finally. long ago in the clistant past. the long and 
the short of it 1 all that can or need be said. 2 the 
eventual outcome. long in the tooth rather old. 


LONGHORN GO\\ 


syl- 


recoy- 


PSOE 11S. th TR 


not by a long shot by no means. [Old English] 
Oo longish ad). 
long? «intr. (foll. by for, or to + infin.) have a 
strong wish or desire for, [Old English 
langian ‘to seem long, desire’ | 
long. abbr. longitude. 
long-awaited adj. that has been 
awaited for a long time. 
longboat 7. a sailing ship’s 
largest boat. 
longbow 7. <a bow drawn by 
hand and shooting a long feath- 
ered arrow. 
long-case clock 7. 4 
grandfather clock. 
long-dated adj. (ol sccurities) 
not due for carly payment or 
redempuon. 
long-dead adj. that has been 
dead for a long time. 
long-distance @ adj. 1 (of a tele- 
phone call, public transport, ete. 
between distant places. 2 Brit. (of a 
weather forecast) long-range. @ ad. (also 
long distance) between distant places 
( phone long-distance). 


stave 


7 


we 


long division ». .\fath. division of numbers 
with details of the caleulations written 
down. 
long-drawn adj. (also long-drawn- 
out) prolonged, esp. unduly. 
longe var. of Lexcr?. 
longevity /lon-jev-iti/ 7. long hie. 
[based on Latin /ongus ‘long?’ + aevum ‘age’] 
long face 7. a dismal or disappointed expression. 
Oo long-faced «ad. 
longhand 2. ordinary handwriting as opposed to 
shorthand or typing or printing). 
long haul 7. 1 the transport of goods or passengers 
over a long distance (hyphenated when atib.: long 
haul flights}. 2a prolonged effort or task. 
long-headed adj. shrewd, lar-secing. 
oO long-headedness n. 
y) breed of cattle with long 
horns. 2 anv beetle of the 
fanuly Cerambvyeidae with long 
antennac. > 


long hundredweight sce 11( Nok. 


Wwricirl 1. 


longhorn ». 1 <4 one of a 


BLD EL. INSLO | 


longing e 7. a fecling of intense desire. @ ad). 
having or showing this feeling. c longingly ad: 
longitude /lon-ji-tewd/ ad). 1 Geog. & the angu- 
lar distance east or west from a standard meridian 
such as Greenwich to the meridian of any place 
2 -lytron. the angular distance of a celestial object 
north or south of the celyptc measured along a 
great circle through the object and the poles of the 
ecliptic. [Middle English, from Latin fongitudo dinis, 
from /ongus lone’) 
longitudinal /lon-ji-tewd-in-al/ adj. 1 of or in 
length. 2 running lenethwise. 3 of longitude. 
olongitudinally ad ani 
longitudinal wave 1. Pijvicy a wave 
vibrating in the cirection of prop- 
agation. 


halyard 
long johns »./)/. cul/og. wider- ee 


pants with full-length 
leg: snake tail 
long jump ”. an stern 


athletic contest of 
jamping as far as 
possible along 
the ground in 
one Icap. 0 long- 


jumper 1. 


tiller 
fe 


long-lasting — «dj, 
that lasts. or has 
lasted. for a long time. 


leering aa) 


long ship 


LONGITUDE 

Lines of longitude, or meridians, are 
imaginary lines drawn around the Earth 
from the North Pole to the South Pole. 
Positions of longitude are given in degrces 
east or west of the prime meridian, which 
passes through Greenwich, England. In 
contrast, lines of latitude, or parallels, are 
drawn around the Earth parallel to the 
equator. Positions of latitude are given in 
degrees north or south of the equator. 


North Pole 


QOoT 45°N 
, meridian parallel 
| (longitude, (latitude) 


prime meridian 0° 
(longitude) 


PINES OF LON Gia 
ON A GLOBE O1 


Was ey Vien] LG TT Og its 
[HE EARTH 


long leg n. Cricket 1 a fielder far behind the batsman 
on the leg side. 2 this fielding position. 

long-life «dj. (of consumable goods) treated to 
preserve freshness. 

long-lived adj, having a long life; durable. 

long-lost altrih.adj. that has been lost or not seen for 
a long time. 

long measure 7. a measure of length (metres, 
mules, ete.1, 

long metre 7. 1 a hymn stanza of four lines with 
cight syllables each. 2 a quatrain of iambic tetram- 
eters with alternate lines rhyming, 

long off xn. (also long on) Crickei 1 a fielder far 
behind the bowler and towards the off (or on) side. 
2 this fielding position. 

long-playing «dj. ‘of a gramophone record play- 
ing for about 20 30 minutes on each side. o long- 
player n. Bri. 

long-range ad). I (of a missile etc.) having a long 
range of operation, 2 of or relating to a period of 
time far into the future. 

long-running «7. continuing for a 

long ume. 
long ship 7. fisi. ¥ a long 
narrow warship with many 


masthead - 


: rowers. used esp. by the 
etme Vikings. 
LONG SHIP: 


VIKING GOASTLR 


rectangular 


snake-head 
prow 


eae 


sail 


ery) 
open, doublt 


{hull 


IE 


longshore 


LONGSHORE DRIFT 


Longshore drifi is the movement of sand and shingle along 
the shorcline, caused by the ebb and flow of waves, and by the — , 
wind. ‘This continual movement means a beach in winter may : 
consist of coarse pebbles, while the same beach in the summer 
may be sandy. In places where longshore drift is strong, 


it can wash sand across a bay or river mouth, 
depositing it to form a spit. To reduce 
the beach matter being washed 
away in this manner, bar- 
riers, called groynes, are 
often built at right 
angles out into 
the sea. 


longshore adj. 1 cxisting on or frequenting the 
shore. 2 directed along the shore. [from along share| 

longshore drift 1. A the movement of material 
along a coast by waves which approach at an angle 
to the shore but recede clirectl, away froma it, 

longshoreman /. | //. -men) (8.4 docker. 

long shot 7. 1 a wild guess or venture. 2 a bet at 
long odds. 3. Crematog. a shot including objects ata 
distance. 

long sight 1. the ability to sce clearly only what ts 
comparatively distant. & seu 

long-sighted «ad. 1 haying long sight. 2 having 
imagination or foresight. d long-sightedness #7. 

long-sleeved adj. vith sleeves reaching to the wrist. 

longspur 7. Va N. American bunting of the genus 

Calearius, 


long-standing ad). that has 
long existed: not recent. 
long-stay «iri/.ad). 1 stay- 
ing a long tume |/ong-slay 
patients). 2 lor people 
who are staying a long 
tune long-stay car park) 
1 Cricket aia 
fielder clirectly behind the 
wicketkeeper. b this fielding 
posiaon. 2 Brit. = macnstor 2 


longstop ». 


LONGSPUR: 
LAPLAND BUNTING 


Galearius lapponieny 


long-suffering adj. bcar- 
Ing provocation paticutly, 
Oo long-sufferingly ac. 
long suit 7. 1 ¥ many 
playing cards of one suitin a hand yesp. more than 
hor tina hand of 13) 2 a thine at which one 
excels. 


uy 
& 


LONG SUIT Ol HELVRIS IN \ MEINE AND 


~ receding wave 


angled 
approaching wave 


river mouth hoo, 


vand spit | 
™ sand and shingle 


— heach matter 


build-up 


— grovne 


PROCESS OF LONGSHORT: | 
DRINT ON A BEACH 


long-term adj. occurring in or relating to a long 
period of time (/ong- term plans). 

long-time «altrib.adj. that has been such for a long 
ume. 

long ton see ton |. 

longueur /long-ger/ n. 1 a tedious passage in a 
hook ete. 2 a techious stretch of time. (French, hiter- 
ally ‘length’] 

long vacation 7. Bri/. (he summer vacation of law 
courts and universities. 

long waist ”. a low or decp waist of a dress or body. 
co long-waisted «7, 

long wave 1. a radio wave of frequency less than 
300 kHz. 

longways adi. ;alyo longwise) = 11. \G111\ \vs. 

long-winded «dj. L (of speech or writing) tediously 
lengthy. 2 able to run a long distance without rest. 

long-windedly ad. long-windedness n. 

lonicera /l6n-iss-cr-a/ nr. 1 a dense evergreen 

shrub, Lonicera nitidum, much used as hedging, 

2-honrystcaii. [named after A, Loniveruy, German 

votanist, 1528 86] 

loo! 7. Bril. collog. a lavatory. [20th-century coinage] 


loo? 7. 1 a round card game with penalties paid to 
the pool. 2 this penalty. [abbreviation of obsolete 
lanterloo from French /anturlu. meaningless 
refrain] 

loofah ». (also luffa; 1 ® a climbing gourdlike 
plant. Luffa eplindrica, native to Asia, procu- 
cing edible marrow-like fruits. 2 the dried 
fibrous vascular system of this fruit used 
to serub the skin. [from Egyptian 
Avabie fifa, the plant) 

look e «La wir votten foll. by a/} use 
one’s sight: (urn one’s eves in some 
direciion. b / turn one’s eyes on: 
contemplate or examine (looked me in 
the eves. 2 int. a make a visual os 
mental search (21 look in the morning). 
b doll by af) consider, examine ice 
nutst look at the facts. 3 inh, Wolk. by for 
a search for b hope or he on the 
watch for 4 wh, miquire tehen on 
looks deeper. 5 inte have a specified 
appearance: seem (look @ foal, look fool 
ih. 6 inh. toll. by fu) a consider: take 

carchul about look to te 

future). B vely on (a person or thing) ¢ vex can luok to 
me for support). Tint. Voll. by into investigate o1 
examine, 8 toll, by what. where, ete. 


care oft be 


+ clauses 


LOOFAH: 
SMOOTH LOOP\E 


(Luffa cylindrica) 


loon 


ascertain or observe by sight (look where we are). 9 intr. 
(of a thing) face or be turned, or have or afford an 
outlook, in a specified direction. 10 f express, 
threaten, or show (an emotion etc.) by one’s looks. 
11 ints (foll. by that + clause) take care; make sure. 
12 intr (foll. by fo + infin.) expect (am looking to finish 
this today). @ n. 1 an act of looking; a glance (a 
scornful look). 2 (in sing, or pl.) the appearance of a 
face; a person’s expression or personal aspect. 3 the 
(esp. characteristic) appearance of a thing (the place 
has a European look). 4 style, fashion (this year’s look; the 
wel look). @ int, (also look here!) calling attention, 
expressing a protest, etc. 0 look after 1 attend to; 
take care of. 2 follow with the eyc. 3 scek for. look 
one’s age appear to be as old as one really is. look 
as if sugecst by appearance the belief that (7 looks 
as if he’s gone). look back 1 (foll. by on, upon, to) turn 
one’s thoughts to (something past). 2 (usu. with neg.) 
cease to progress (since then we have never looked back). 
3 Bri. make a further visit later. look before you 
leap avoid precipitate action. look daggers sce 
pacer. look down on (or upon or look down 
one’s nose at) regard with contempt or a feeling 
of superiority. look for trouble sce rkovniec. look 
forward to awail (an expected event) cagerly or 
with specified feelings. look in make a short visit or 
call, look like 1 have the appearance of. 2 Brit. 
seem to be (they look like winning). 3. threaten or 
promise (7/ looks like rain). 4 indicate the presence of 
(it looks like woodeorm). look lively often in unpe.) 
rollog. move (more) quickly or energetically. look 
on I (often foll. by as) regard (looks on you as a friend). 
2 be a spectator; avoid participation. look out 
1 chrect one’s sight out of a window etc. 2 (often 
loll. by for) be vigilant or prepared. 3 (foll. by on, 
aver, etc.) have or afford a specified outlook. 4 Brit. 
search for and produce (shall look one out for you). 
look over 1 inspect or survey (/ooked over the house). 
2 examine (a document ete.) esp. cursorily (sha// 
look it over). look round (US around) 1 look in 
every or another direction. 2 examine the objects 
of interest in a plaee. 3 examine the possibilities 
ete. with a view to decicling on a course of action. 
look sharp act promptly; make haste. look 
through 1 examine the contents of, esp. cursorily. 
2 penctrate (a pretence or pretender) with insight. 
3 ignore by pretending not to see (J waved, but_you 
just looked through nv). look up 1 search for (esp. 
information in a book). 2 collog. go to visit (a 
person). 3 raise one’s eyes. 4 improve, esp. in price, 
prosperity, or well-being (things are looking up all 
round). look up to respect or venerate. not like 
the look of find alarming or suspicious. [Old 
Enghsh] 0 -looking adj. (in comh.,. 


lookalike 1. a person or thing closely resembling 


another va Prince Charles lookalike. 


looker 1. 1 a person having a specified appearance 


(a great looker). 2 collog. a good-looking person, esp. a 

woman. 

look-in 7. ¢o//o. 1 an informal call or visit. 
2 a chance of participation or success 
inever gel a look-in). 


— brown looking-glass 7. a mirror for looking 
pul at oneself, 
lookout 1. 1 a watch or looking out (on 
the lookout for bargains,. 2a a post of obser- 
vaton, b a person or party or boat 
stationed to keep watch. 3 esp. Bri. a 
fibrous Prospect of luck (ts a had lookout for then, 
eh collog. a person's own concern. 


look-see 1. collog. a survey or inspection. 
[from. or in imitation of, pidgin English] 
lookup 7. the action of systematic elec- 
tronic information retrieval. 
loom! », an apparatus for weaving yarn o1 
thread imto fabric. & wiwt. [OI English 
gelama Wool | 
loom? #:n/:: (often foll. by up) 1 come into sight 
dimly, esp. as a vague and often threatening shape. 
2 of an event or prospect, be ominously close. 


loon 7. 1.\. Amer = piven 3. 2 collog, a crazy person 


loony 


(cf. Loony). [alteration of loom ‘diver, guillemot’, 
from Old Norse /émr] 
loony sang @ n. (pl. -ies) a mad or. silly person; 
a lunatic, @ adj. (loonier, looniest) crazy, silly. 
looniness 7. 


loony-bin 2. slang offens. a mental home or hospital. 
loop e n. 1 a a figure produced by a curve, or a 
doubled thread etc., that crosses itself. b anything 
forming this figure. > knor. 2 a similarly shaped 
attachment or ornament formed of cord or thread 
etc. and fastened at the crossing, 3 a ring or curved 
piece of material as a handle etc. 4 a contraceptive 
coil. 5 (in full loop line) a railway or telegraph line 
that diverges from a main line and joins it again. 
6 a manoeuvre in which an aeroplane describes a 
vertical loop. 7 Skating a manoeuvre describing a 
curve that crosses itself, made on a single edge. 
8 Elect, a complete circuit for a current. 9 an 
endless strip of tape or film allowing continuous 
repetition. 10 Computing a programmed sequence 
of instructions that is repeated until or while a 
condition is satisfied. @ v. 1 f form (thread etc.) into 
a loop or loops. 2 é enclose with or as with a loop. 
3 iz. (often foll. by up, bark, together) fasten or join with 
a loop or loops. 4 mix a form a loop. b move in 
looplike patterns. 5 inf, loop the loop (see Loor-rHt- 
oor). [Middle English] 
loophole 7. 1 a means of evading a 
rule etc. without infringing the 
letter of it. 2 <a narrow verucal 
slit in a wall, & Norman. [Middle 
English] 
loop-the-loop -lcron. @ 7. 
the feat of circling in a verti- 
cal loop. @ vn (loop the 
loop) perform this feat. 
loopy ad. (loopier. loopi- 
est) slang crazy. 


loose e adj. 1 a not or no 
longer held by bonds oi 
restraint. b (of an annnal 
not confined or tethered etc 
2 detached o detachable 
from its place (has come lvose) 
3 not held together o 
tained or fixed (loose papers; had 
her hair loose). 4 hanging partly free (a loose end 
5 slack, relaxed; not tense or tight. 6 not compact 
or dense (/oose soil}. 7 (of language. concepts, etc 
inexact. 8 morally lax; dissolute (/oose living). 9 (of 
the tongue) likely to speak indliscreetly. 10 (of the 
bowels) tending to diarrhoea. 11 Sport (of a hall) jn 
play but not in any player's possession. 12 «in comb, 
loosely (loose-fitting\. @ n. Brit. a state of treedom o1 
unrestrainedness. @ vt; 1 release; set free; free 
from constraint. 2 untic or undo (something that 
constrains). 3 relax (/oosed my hold on it). 4 discharge 
(a gun or arrow etc.). 0 at a loose end (01 
NV. Amer, at loose ends) (of a person) unoccupied, 
esp. temporarily, on the loose 1 cscaped from 
captivity. 2 having a free enjoyable time. [from 
Old Norse /auss| G loosely ad. looseness 7. 
loosish ad). 
loose box Nn. Brit. a compartment fora horse, ina 
stable or vehicle. in which it can move about, 


LOOPHOLE IN 
L CASTIL WALL 


COs 


loose cannon jf. a person or thing causing unin- 
tentional or misclirected clamage 

loose change 7. money as coins in the pocket ete. 
for casual use. 

loose cover 1. Bril. a removable cover for a chair o1 
sofa ete 

loose-leaf e ad). (of a notebook, manual, ete.) with 
each leaf separate and removable. @ 7. a loose-leal 
notebook ctc 

loose-limbed adj. having supple limbs 

loosen 2/7 & intr make or become less tight o1 
compact or firm. c loosen a person’s tongue 
make a person talk freely. loosen up = limber up 
sec LiMBLR | v.). 0 loosener n. 

loosestrife ». 1 (in {full yellow loosestrife) a tall 


waterside plant, Lysimachia vulsaris, of the primrose 
family, with spikes of yellow flowers. 2 (in full 
purple loosestrife) a tall waterside plant, Lythrum 
salicaria, with spikes of star-shaped purple flowers. 
[translation based on Greek 4usimakhion, confused 
with Lusimakhos, name of its discoverer] 

loot @ n. 1 goods taken from an enemy; spoil. 2 s/ang 
moncy. @ v.tr (also absol.) 1 rob (premises) or steal 
(goods) left unprotected, esp. after a riot. 2 plunder 
or sack (a city, premises, etc.). [from Hindi /i/| 
O looter n. 

lop! x. lopped. lopping) 1 a (often foll. by off, 
away) cut or remove (a part or parts) from a whole. 
esp. branches from a tree. b remove branches from 
(a tree). 2 (often foll. by off, aay) remove (items) as 
superfluous. [Old English] a lopper 2. 

lop? w.int: & tr lopped, lopping} hang limply. 

lope e ».2/r (esp. of animals) run with a long bound- 
ing stride. @ 7. a long bounding stride. {from Old 
Norse hlaupa ‘to leap’ | 

lop-ears 7.p/. drooping ears. 0 lop-eared ad). 

lopsided ad. with onc side lower or smaller than 
the other. 0 lopsidedly adz. lopsidedness n. 

loquacious adj. talkative. [from Latin /ogua\ 
-acis| 0 loquaciously ad. loquaciousness 2. 
loquacity 7. 

loquat /loh-kwot/ n. 1 a tree of the rose family. 
Eriobotrya japonwa, bearing small yellow egg-shaped 
fruits. 2 this fruit. [from Chinese dialect /uA 
eal ‘rush orange’ | 

lord e 7. 1 a master or ruler. 
2 fast. a feudal superior, 
esp. of a manor. 3 a 
peer of the realm 
or a person en- 
utled to the ute 
Lord. 4 (Lord, 
foften prec. by 
thera name for 
God er Christ. 

5 (Lord) a 
prefixed as the 
designation of a 
marquess 
viscount, or baron. 

b_ prefixed to the 
Christan name of the 
younger son of a duke or 
marquess. ¢ (the Lords) = 
Lorps. @ W/, (Lord) expressing surprisc, dismity, et 
o lord it over 1 domincer. 2 aclopt an attitude of 
superiority over. {Old English, from /lafeeard, liter- 
ally ‘bre acd-keepet ‘| a lordlike ad). 

Lord Advocate . the principal law officer of the 
Crown in Scodand. 

Lord Chamberlain ». (in full Lord Chamber- 
lain of the Household. (in the UK: the official in 
charge of the Royal Houschold, formerly the heen- 
sor of plays 

Lord Chancellor ». (in the UR the highest offices 
of the Crown, presicing m the House of Lorcls etc 

Lord Chief Justice ». (in the UIs; the president ol 
the Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court. 


earl. 


LORIS: 
SLENDER LORIS 


(Loris tardigradus 


Host. ol 


Lord Lieutenant ». (in the UIs) the chief execu- 
live authority and head of 
county. 


magistrates in cach 


lordly adj. (lordlier, lordliest) 1 haughty, imperi- 
ous, 2 suitable for a lord. o lordliness 7. 

Lord Mayor 2. the ude of the mayor in London 
and some other large cities. 

Lord President of the Council 7. (in the UK) 
the Cabinet minister presiding at the Privy Council. 

Lord Privy Seal 2. (in the UK) a senior Cabinet 
minister without specified official dute 

Lord Provost 1. the head of a municipal corpora- 
tion or borough in certain Scottish cities 

Lord’s Day ». (prec. bv thei Sunday 

lordship 1. 1 (foll. by of, over) dominion, rule, or 
ownership. 2 archaic the state of being a lore. 0 his 
(or your) Lordship (or lordship) (/:/. their (01 


lose 


your) Lordships or lordships) a respectful form 
of reference or address to a Lord, a judge, or a 
bishop. 

Lord’s Prayer ». the prayer taught by Chrisi to his 
disciples, beginning “Our Father’. 

Lords spiritual 7.p/. the bishops in the House of 
Lords. 

Lord’s Supper n. the Eucharist. 

Lords temporal 1.p/. the members of the House 
of Lords other than the bishops. 

Lordy inf. = 1orp int. 

lore 7. a body of 
traditions and know- 
ledge on a subject or 
held by a particular 
group (herbal lore; 


LORGNETTE: 
LATE- 1 9TH-GENTURY 


gypsy lore). [Old TORTOISESHELL 
English| LORGNETTE 
lorgnette /lorn-yet/ 


n. (In sing. or pl.) » a pan 
of eyeglasses or opera 
glasses held by a long 
handle. |[French. based 
on lorgner “to squint’ | 
lorikeet 1. any of various 
small brightly coloured 
parrots of the subfamily PARROT. 
[diminutive of Lory, on the pattern of parakeel] 
loris n. (pl. same) < either of two small slow- 
moving nocturnal primates with small ears 
and a very short tail, Lors tardigradus of 
southern Inclia ;slender loris). ancl 
Nyeticebus coucang of the E. Indies 
(slow loris). |!'rench]} 


Loriinae. > 


lorry nx. Brit, (pl. -ies) a large 
motor vehicle for transporting 
goods ete, [1 9th-century comage] 
lory n. (pl. -ies) any of various 
bnghtly coloured Australasian and 
SE Asian parrots of the subfamily 
Lorunac. [from Malay /i7| 
Los Angeleno see Anciiuno. 
lose 7. (pas! and past part. lost) 1 t: be 
deprived of or cease to have, esp. by 
neghegence or misadventure. 2 iy a be 
deprived of (a person, esp. a close relative 
by death. b suffer the loss of (a baby) in childbirth. 
3 ir become unable to find: fail to keep in sight o1 
follow or mentally grasp (lose one’s war). 4 t Jet or 
have pass [rom one’s control or reach (lose one’s 
. 5 tr be defeated in \a game, race, lawsuit, 
battle, ete.). 6 & a draw away from; evade (/os/ ou 
pursuers). b collog. get rid of, discard. 7 tr forfeit (a 
stake, deposit, right to a thing, etc.). 8 i spend 
(time, ellorts, ete.) to no purpose {lost no lime im 
raising the alarm), 9 intr a suffer loss or detriment. 
b be worse off, esp. financially. 10 f% cause (a 
person) the loss of (zez// lose you your job). VL intr, & Ir 
of a umepiece) become slow, become slow by (a 
specified amount of time). 12 f, (in passie) disap- 
pear, perish; be dead (zeas lost in the war. 15 a lost art 
Obe lost for words not know what to sav. be lost 
(or lose oneself; in be engrossed in. be lost on 
be wasted on, or not noticed or appreciated by. be 
lost to be no longer affected by or accessible to. be 
lost without have ereat difficulty if deprived of 
(am lost without my diary). get lost (usu. in vnper.) slang 
go away, lose one’s balance 1 fail to remain 
stable; fall. 2 fail to retain one’s composure. lose 
one’s cool rolloy. lose one’s composure. lose face 
be humiliated; lose one’s credibility. lose ground 
see orot\D!. lose one’s head sce iiav. lose heart 
be discouraged. lose one’s heart sec Ht.\n1. lose 
one’s nerve become timid or irresolute. lose out 
callog. V folien foll. by on be unsuccessful; not get a 
fair chance or advantage tin). 2 (foll. by /o) be 
beaten in competion or replaced by. lose one’s 
temper become angry. lose time allow 
pass with something unachieved etc lose touch 
lose track of sem inven. [Old English 
fosian to perish, destroy’ | 


chance 


(nme to 


seC bored 


loser 


loser n. 1 a person or thing that loses or has lost (esp. a 
contest or game). 2 collog. a person who regularly fails. 

losing battle 7. a contest or effort in which failure 
seems certain ( felt we were fighting a losing battle). 

loss n. 1 the act or an instance of losing; the state of 
being lost. 2 a person, thing, or amount lost. 3 the 
detriment or disadvantage resulting from losing 
(that is no great loss). 0 at a loss (sold etc.) for less 
than was paid for it. be at a loss be puzzled or 
uncertain. be at a loss for words not know what 
to say. [Middle English] 

loss adjuster 1. /nsurance an agent who assesses the 
amount of compensation arising from a loss. 

loss-leader n. an item sold at a loss to attract 
customers. 

loss-making adj. (of a business etc.) making a 
financial loss. oO loss-maker 7. 

lost past and past parl. of Lost. 

lost cause 7. an enterprise etc. with no chance of 
suCcCceSS. 

lost soul 7. 1 a soul that is damned. 2 a person who 
is unable to cope with everyday life; a bewildered or 
pitiful person. 

lost wax 7). ¥ a method of bronze-casting using a 
clay core and a wax coating placed in a mould. 

lot en. 1 (prec. by aor in pl.) collog. a a large number 
or amount. b much (a /o! warmer, smiles a lot; is lols 
better). 2 a each of a set of objects used in making a 
chance selection. b this method of deciding (chosen 
by lot). 3a share, or the responsibility resulting from 
it. 4 a person's destiny, fortune, or condition. 
5 esp... Amer. a plot of land (parking lol). 6 an art- 
icle or set of articles for sale at an auction etc. 
7 a number or quantity of associated 
persons or things. e uf (lotted, 
lotting) divide into lots. o cast (or 
draw) lots decide by means of lots. v 
throw in one’s lot with decide ’ 
to share the fortunes of. the (or = 
the whole) lot esp. Bri. the whole 
number or quantity. a whole lot 
collog. very much (us a whole lot 
better). {Old English Alo/ ‘portion, 

choice’ | 


ws Usage In sense la of the noun, a 
lot of is somewhat informal, but acceptable 
in serious writing, whereas /ots of is not. 


LOST WAX 

In lost-wax casting, wax rods (runners and 
risers) are attached to a wax-covered clay 
model, creating channels for bronze to flow 
in. These are held in place with nails. The 
model is then encased in plaster and baked 


& 
% 
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LOTUS: RED LOTUS 
(Nelumbo nucifera) 


lousy 


LOUDSPEAKER 


A loudspeaker produces sound waves 
from electrical signals. ‘The signals pass 
through a voice coil, which is attached 
to a cone-shaped diaphragm. The coil 
acts as an electromagnet, and around it 
is a strong permanent magnet. When 
the current flows one way, the magnetic 
forces push the electromagnet and the 
cone outwards. When the current 

flows the other way, the cone is pulled 
inwards. The vibrations of the cone 
produce sound waves. 


LOUDSPEAKER 
GABINET 


cabinet 


loth var. of soart. 


Lothario n. a womanizer. [from a character in 
Nicholas Rowe’s tragedy The Fazr Pemtent (1703)| 


lotion 7. a medicinal or cosmetic liquid applied 
externally. [from Latin /oto] 


lottery 7. (//. -ies) 1 a means of raising money by 
selling numbered tickets and giving prizes to the 
holders of numbers drawn at random. 2 something 
whose success is governed by chance. 
lotto n. 1 a game of chance 
G like bingo, but with numbers 
drawn by the players instead 
PF; of being called. 2 esp. US a 

lottery. [Itahan| 
lotus 7. 1 (in Greek mythol- 
ogy) a legendary plant inducing 
luxurious languor when eaten. 
2 < any water lily of the genus 
Nelumbo, esp. .. nucifera of India, 
with large pink flowers. [from 

Greek /atos| 

lotus-eater 7. a person given to 

indolent enjoyment. 


in a mould. The wax melts away through the 
channels and the molten bronze is poured 
in. When the bronze has cooled, the mould 
is broken open. The runners and risers are 
then sawn off, and the clay core removed. 
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lotus position 7. a cross-legged position of med- 
itation with the feet resting on the thighs. 

louche /loosh/ adj. disreputable, shifty. [French, 
literally ‘squinting’ ] 

loud e adj. 1 strongly audible, esp. noisily or 
oppressively so. 2 (of colours, design, etc.) gaudy, 
obtrusive. 3 (of behaviour) aggressive and noisy. 
@ ad. in a loud manner. O out loud 1 aloud. 
2 loudly (/aughed out loud), [O\d English] o louden 
v.lx, & intr. loudish adj, loudly adv, loudness n. 

loud hailer n. Bri. an electronic device for ampli- 
fying the voice. 

loudmouth 2. o//og. a person who talks too much, 
esp. offensively or tactlessly. 0 loud-mouthed ad). 

loudspeaker 7. A an apparatus that converts elec- 
trical impulses into ‘sound, esp. music and voice. 
> RADIO ; 

lough /lok, lokh/ 7. fr = tocn. [from Irish loch] 

lounge e @/ni7. 1 recline comfortably and casually; 
loll. 2 stand or move about idly. @ n. 1 a place for 
lounging, esp.: a a public room (e.g. in a hotel). b a 
waiting room in an airport etc. ¢ Bri. a sitting room 
in a house. 2 Brit. a spell of lounging, 

lounge bar n. Brit. a more comfortable room for 
drinking in a public house. 

lounge lizard 2. collog. an idler in fashionable soci- 
ety. 

lounger 7. 1 a person who lounges. 2 a piece of 
furniture for relaxing on. 

lounge suit ». Bri. a man’s formal suit 
for ordinary day wear. 

loupe 7. > a small magnifying glass 
usecl by jewellers ete. [French] 

lour winir, (also lower) 1 frown: 
look sullen. 2 (of the sky etc.) look 
dark and threatening, {Middle 
English] co loury ad). 

louse e 7. 1 (p/. lice) a a para- 
sic insect, Pediculus humanus, 
infesting the human hair and 
skin and transmitting various 
diseases (head louse; body louse). 
> pirasiit. b any insect of the 
order Anoplura or Mallo- 
phaga, parasitic on mam- 
mals or birds. ¢ any of several 
parasitic invertebrates. 2 (f/ louses) slang a 
contemptble or unpleasant person. @ vt, remove 
lice from. 0 louse up s/ang make a mess of. [Old 
English] 

lousy adj. (lousier, lousiest) 1 infested with lice. 
2 collog. very bad; disgusting (also as a term 
of general disparagement). 3 (often foll. by 
with) collog. well supplied; teeming. 0 lousily adv. 
lousiness n. 


lens 
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LOUPE 


lout 


lout 7. a rough, crude, or ill-mannered person (usu. a 
man). D loutish ad. loutishly adv. loutishness n. 
louvre z. (also louver) 1 each of a set of overlap- 
ping slats designed to admit air and some light and 
exclude rain. 2 a domed structure on a roof with 
side openings for ventilation etc. [from Old French 


louier ‘skylight’] G louvred ad. pl.) a couple in love or having sexual relations. 
lovable adj. (also loveable) inspiring or deserving 4a person who likes or enjoys something specified 
: love or affection. a lovableness 1. (a music lover, a lover of words). 
lovably ad». 
lovage /luv-ij/ n. <a 
S. European herb, Levis- 
ticum officinale, used for 
flavouring eic. [from 
Latin gusticum, liter- 
ally “Ligurian (thing)’] 
lovat /luv-at/ @ 7. 
(also lovat green) 
a muted green 
colour found esp. 
in tweed and wool- 
len garments. @ adj. 
(also lovat green; 
hyphenated when 
attrib.) of this colour. 
[from Lovat, a place in Highland Scotland] 
love e 7. 1 deep affection or fondness. 2 sexual 
passion. 3 sexual relations. 4 a a beloved one; a 
sweetheart (often as a form of address). b Brit. 
collog. a familiar form of address regardless of 
affection. 5 collog. a person of whom one is fond. | 
6 affectionate greetings (give him my love). 7 (in some 
games) no score; nil. @ vt 1 (also absol.) feel love or 
deep fondness for. 2 delight in; admire; greatly 
cherish. 3 collog. like very much (loves books). 4 (foll. 
by verbal noun, or éo + infin.) be inclined, esp. as a 
habit; greatly enjoy (children love dressing up). 0 fall in 
love (often foll. by wth) develop a great (esp. sexual) 
love (for). for love for pleasure not profit. for the 
love of for the sake of. in love (often foll. by wth) 
deeply enamoured (of). make love 1 (often foll. by | 
to, with) have sexual intercourse (with). 2 (often foll. 
by ¢0) archaic pay amorous attention (to). out of 
love no longer in love. [Old English] 
loveable var. of Lovante. 
love affair n. 1 a romantic or sexual relationship 
between two people in love. 2 an intense enthusi- 
asm or liking for something. 
love-apple 1. archaw a tomato. 
lovebird 7». 1 » any of various African and 
Madagascan parrots, esp. Agapornis personata. 2 (in 
pl.) collog. an affectionate couple; lovers. 
lovebite 2. a red mark on the skin, caused 
by biting or sucking during sexual play. 
love child 7. an illegitimate child. 
love game 7. a game in which the 
loser makes no score. 
love handles 7.//. esp. V. Amer. 
slang excess fat at the waist. 
love-hate relationship 7. an 
intensely emotional relation- 
ship involving ambivalent 
feelings. 
love-in-a-mist 7. a bluc- 
flowered garden plant, Nigella 
damascena. with many delicate green 
bracts. & step 
loveless adj. without love; unloving or unloved or 
both. o lovelessly adv. lovelessness 7. 
love letter 7. a letter expressing feclings of sexual 
love. 
love life n. a pcrson’s life with regard to relation- 
ships with lovers. 
lovelock 7. a curl or lock of hair worn on the 
temple or forehead. 
lovelorn adj. pining from unrequited love. 
lovely e@ «adj. (lovelier, loveliest) 1 exquisitely 
beautiful. 2 collog. pleasing, delightful. @ x. (/. -ies) 
collog. a pretty woman. O lovely and colloq. delight- 
fully (lovely and warm). 0 loveliness 7. 


lovemaking x. 1 amorous sexual activity, esp. 
sexual intercourse. 2 archaic courtship. 

love match 7. a marriage made for love’s sake. 

love nest 7. a secluded retreat for (esp. illicit) lovers. 

lover n. 1 a person in love with another, 2 a person 
with whom another is having sexual relations. 3 (in 


love seat n. an armchair or small sofa for two. 

lovesick adj. languishing with romantic love. 

0 lovesickness 7. 
lovey n. (pl. -eys) Bri. collog. love, sweetheart (esp. as 

a form of address). 
lovey-dovey adj. collog. fondly affectionate, esp. in 
an unduly senumental way. 

| loving e adj. feeling or showing love; affectionate. 
en. affection; active love. 0 lovingly adv. loving- 
ness /. 

loving cup 7. a two-handled drinking cup passed 
round at banquets. 

low 'e adj. 1 of less than average height; not high or 
tall or reaching far up (@ low wall). 2 a situated close 
to ground or sea level etc.; not elevated in position 
(low altitude). b (of the sun) near the horizon. ¢ (of 
latitude) near the equator. 3 of or in humble rank 
or position (of low birth). 4 of small or less than 
normal amount or extent or intensity (low price; low 
temperature, low im calories), 5 small or reduced in 
quantity (stocks are low). 6 coming below the normal 
level (a dress with a low neck), 7 dejected; lacking 
vigour ( feeling low; i low spints). 8 (of a sound) not 
shrill or loud or high-pitched. 9 not exalted or 
sublime; commonplace. 10 unfavourable (a low 
opinion). 11 abject, mean, vulgar (low cunning; low 
slang). @ n. 1 a low or the lowest level or number (the 
dollar has reached a new low). 2 an area of low baro- 
metric pressure; a depression. @ adv. 1 in or to a low 
position or state. 2 in a low tone (speak low). 3 at or 
to a fow pitch (J can’t sing so low). [from Old Norse 
lagr| 0 lowish adj. lowness n. 

low? @ x. a sound made by cattle; a moo. @ w.intr 
utter this sound. [Old English] 

low-born ad. of humble birth. 


LOVAGE 
(Levisticum officinale) 


lowbrow e aq). not highly intellectual or cultured. 
e 7. a lowbrow person. 0 lowbrowed ad). 

Low Church 7. a tradition within the Anglican 
Church giving little emphasis to ritual, priestly 
authority, and the sacraments. 

low-class adj. of low quality or social class. 

low comedy ». that in which the sub- 
ject and the treatment border on farce. 
Low Countries 7./. the Netherlands, 
Belgium, and Luxembourg, 
low-cut adj. (of a dress etc.) made with a 
low neckline. 


low-density lipoprotein ». the form of 
lipoprotein in which cholesterol is trans- 
ported in the blood. 
low-down e adj. abjcct, mean, dishon- 
ourable. @ 7. (usu. foll. by on) collog. the 
relevant information (about). 
lower! @ adj. (compar. of tow’). 1 less 
high in position or status, 2 situated 
to the south (Lower California). 3 (of an 
animal or plant) showing relatively 
primitive characteristics (e.g. a platypus or a fungus). 
4 (often Lower) Geol. & Archaeol. designating an 
older, and hence usu. deeper, layer, or the period 
in which it was formed or deposited. @ adv. in or 
to a lower position, status, etc. 0 lowermost adj. 
lower? v. 1 & let or haul down. 2 ¢, & int, make or 
become lower. 3 ty degrade. co lower the tone 
diminish the cultural content, prestige, or moral 
character (of a conversation, place, GG.) 
3 


LOVEBIRD: 
MASKED LOVEBIRD 
(Agapornis personata) 


lower” var. of 1our. 

lower case n. (hyphenated when afiid,) small letters. 

lower class e 7. the members of the working class 
@ adj. (lower-class) of the lower class. 


loyalty 


Lower House 2. the larger and usu. elected body 
in a legislature, esp. (in Britain) the House of 
Commons. 

lower regions 7..//. (also lower world) hell; the 
realm of the dead. 

lowest common denominator n. | the lowest 
common multiple of the denominators of several 
fractions. 2 the least desirable common feature of 
members of a group. 

lowest common multiple z. the lowest quantity 
that is a multiple of two or more given quantities. 

low frequency 1. (in radio) 30-300 kilohertz. 

low gear n. a gear of a vehicle providing a low ratio 
between the speed of the driven wheels and that of 
the driving mechanism and so a low speed to the 
vehicle itself. 

low-grade adj. of low quality or strength. 

low-impact adj. 1 (of exercise) not requiring ener- 
getic movement. 2 (of outdoor activity) undertaken 
with respect for the environment. 

low-income ailirib.ad. 1 of or relating to the in- 
come group comprising low-wage earners. 2 with a 
low national income (used esp. of poorer Third 
World countries). 

low-key adj. lacking intensity or prominence; 
restrained. 

lowland e 7. 1 (usu. in pl.) low-lying country, 
2 (Lowland) (usu. in pi.) the region of Scotland 
lying south and east of the Highlands. @ ad). of or 
in lowland or (Lowland) the Scottish Lowlands. 
0 lowlander zn. (also Lowlander). 

low-level adj. Computing (of a programming 
language) close in form to machine language. 

low life x. 1 disreputable or criminal people or 
activities. 2 (lowlife) codlog. a disreputable or crim- 
inal person. 

lowlight 7. 1 joc. a monotonous or dull period; a 
feature of little promimence (one of the lowlights of the 
evening). 2 (usu. in pl.) a dark streak in the hair 
produced by dyeing. [on the pattern of highlight] 

low-loader 7. Brit. a lorry with a low floor and no 
sides, for heavy loads. 

lowly aq. (lowlier, lowliest) 1 humble in feeling, 
behaviour, or status. 2 modest, unpretentious. 3 (of 
an organism) evolved to only a shght degree. 
0 lowliness 7. 

low-lying adj. at low altitude (above sea level etc.). 

low-pitched adj. 1 (of a sound) low. 2 (of a roof) 
having only a slight slope. 

low profile @ 2. avoidance of attention or publicity. 
e ad. (low-profile) 1 (of a motor vehicle tyre) 
having a greater width than usual in relation to 
height. 2 (usu. afirih.) avoiding attention or publicity. 

low relief see ruiivy 6. 

low-rise adj. (of a building) having few storeys. 

low season 2. the period of fewest visitors at a 
resort ete. 

low spirits 7.p/. dejection, depression. 0 low- 
spirited adj. 

Low Sunday 2. the Sunday after Easter. 

low tide 7. 1 the state of the tide when at its lowest 
level. 2 the time of this. 

low water 7. = 1ow ripe. 

low water mark 7. 1 the level reached by the sea 
etc. at low tide. 2 the minimum recorded level or 
value etc. 

lox n. N. Amer. smoked salmon. [from Yiddish /aks] 

loyal adj. 1 (often foll. by /o) true or faithful (to duty. 
love, or obligation). 2 steadfast in allegiance; 
devoted to one’s sovereign or government. [from 
Latin /egalis ‘legal’| 0 loyally adz. 

loyalist x. (often attri.) 1 a person who remains 
loyal to the legitimate sovereign etc. 2 (Loyalist) a 
supporter of union between Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 0 loyalism n. 

loyal toast n. a toast to the sovereign. 

loyalty 7. (fi. -ies) 1 the state of being loyal. 
2 (often in pi.) a feeling or application of loyalty. 


a 


lozenge 


lozenge 7. 1 <a rhombus or 
diamond figure. 2 a small 
swect or medicinal tablet for 
dissolving in the mouth. 
(from Old French Jlosenge| 

LP addr. long-playing (gramo- 
phone record). 

L-plate n. Bri. a sign bearing 
the letter L, attached to a 
vehicle to indicate that the driver is a learner. 

Lr symé. Chem. the element lawrencium. 

LSD abbr. lysergic acid dicthylamide. 

Le. abbr. 1 Lieutenant. 2 light. 

Ltd. abbr, Limited. 

Lu syd. Chem. the element lutetium. 

lube collog., chicfly \. Amer, Austral., & NZ 
cant. @ w/z lubricate. 


LOZENGE-SIIAPED 
GEMSTONE 


n. a lubri- 


lubricant e 7. a substance used to reduce friction, 
@ adj. \ubricating. 

lubricate 7./7. apply oil or grease etc. to (machinery 
etc.) in order to reduce friction, [based on Latin 
lubricatus ‘made slippery] oO lubrication 2. 
lubricative adj. lubricator 1. 

lubricious adj. 1 slippery, smooth, oily. 2 lewd, 
prurient. 3 evasive. [from Latin /ubrcus *slippery’] 
d lubricity 7. 

lucerne 7. (also lucern) Brit. = vir. [from 
modern Provengal /uzerno ‘glow-worm’, with refer- 
ence to its shiny seeds] 

lucid ad. 1 expressing or expressed clearly; 
understand, 2 of or denoting intervals of 
between periods of insanity or dementia. 
Latin /ucidus| 0 lucidity 1. lucidly adi. 

Lucifer n. Satan. [Latin, literally 
morning star’ | 


easy to 
sanity 
[from 


‘light-bringing. 


luck e 7. 1 chance regarded as the bringer of good 
or bad fortune. 2 circumstances of life (beneficial 
or not; brought by this. 3 good fortune; success duc 
to chance (in luck: out of luck). @ v.intr. collog. ¥ (fol. by 
upon, on) chance to find or meet with, 2 \foll. by ito) 
esp. A. Amer. acquire by good fortune. 3 (fell. by ont) 
esp, .\. ster. achieve success or advantage by good 
luck. o for luck to bring good fortunc, no such 
luck cv/log. unfortunately not. try one’s luck 
make a venture. with luck if all goes well. worse 
luck collog. unfortunately. [from Middle Low 
German geluke| 

luckily ad. 1 (qualifying a whole sentence or 
clause) fortunately (/uckily there was enough food). 
2 in a lucky or fortunate manner. 

unfortunate. 

lucky ad). (luckier. luckiest) 1 having or resulting 
from good luck, esp. as distinct from skill or design 
or merit, 2 bringing good luck (@ lucky mascot). 
3 fortunate, appropriate (a lucky guess). 


luckless adj. having no luck: 


lucky dip ». Bri. a tub containing cliflerent articles 
concealed in wrapping or bran ete., and chosen at 
random by participants 

lucrative «adj. profitable, yielding financial gain. 

based on Latin durrari ‘to gain} 0 lucratively adi. 
lucrativeness »). 

lucre /loo-ker/ n. deme. financial profit or gain. 
[from Latin /ucrum| 

lud ». Bri. Om’ lud (or my lud) a form of address 
to a judge in a court of law. 

Luddite e 7. 1 /is/. a member of any of the 
hands of English artisans who nioted against 
mechanization and destroyed machinery 
M811 16). 2 a person opposed 
inereased industrialization or new 
@ adj. of the Luddites or their behefs 
v. Ludditism 7. 

ludicrous ad). absurd or ridiculous; laughable. 
[from Latin /udwrus| G ludicrously adi. ludi- 
crousness // 

ludo wn. Bril. a simple board game in which counters 
are moved round according to the throw of dice. 
[Latn. literally “1 play | 

uff 0/7: 


to 
technology. 
0 Luddism 
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LUNAR MONTH 


| As the Moon orbits the Earth, the amount 
of the sunlit side visible from the Earth 
changes, so that the Moon appears to take 

| on different shapes, or phases. The time it 
takes for the Moon to go through all its 
different phases, from a new moon, when 


PHASES OF THE MOON 
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2 raise or lower (the jib of a crane or 
derrick). [from Old French /of | 

luffa var of Loon. 

lug'e ». (lugged, lugging) 1 / drag 
or carry (a heavy object) with effort 
or violence. 2 intr (usu. foll. by a7) 
pull hard. @ 7. a hard or rough pull. 
[Middle Enghsh] 


lug? x. 1 Se. or collog. an car. 2 a projection 
on an object by which it may be carried, 
fixed in place. etc BRE 


luge /loozh/ @ 7. a light toboggan for one or 
two people. @ vinfz ride on a luge. [Swiss 
French] 

luggage 7. suitcases, bags, etc. to hold a traveller's 
belongings. [based on w«."| 

luggage van n. Bril. a railway carriage for tray- 
ellcrs’ luggage 

lugger 7. ¥ a small ship carrying two or three masts 
with a lugsail on cach. [based on Leasau] 
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LUGGER:;: [FRENCH LUGGER (6.18001 


lughole 1. Bril. collog. the ear orifice. 

lugsail 7... \au/. a quadrilateral sail which is bent on 
and hoisted from a yar. 

lugubrious adj. doleful, mournful, dismal. [based 


on Latin lugére “to mourn’| 0 lugubriously ad. 
lugubriousness /. 


hearth oO Moons orbit 


CRESCENT : 
MOON 


(Arenicola species) 


luminaire 


we see only a glimpse of the sunlit side,toa ; 
full moon, when we see all of its sunlit side, 
is called a lunar month. Although it takes 
the Moon 27.3 days to circle the Earth, a 
lunar month lasts 29.53 days, since the 
Earth moves as well as the Moon. 
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lugworm 1. < any polychaete 
worm of the genus Arenicola, 
living in muddy sand and ofien 
used as bait by fishermen. 
lukewarm ad. 1 moderately 
warm, tepid. 2 unenthusiastic, 
indiflerent. [based on (now dia- 
lect) Like, lee: ‘mild, warm *| 0 luke- 
warmly adv, lakewarmness n. 
lull e « 1 % soothe or send to sleep 
gently, 2 f: (usu. foll. by zo) deceive 
(a person) into confidence (lulled into a 
false sense of security). 3 tr. allay (suspi- 
cions ete.) usu. by degeption. 4 intr. (of noise, a storm, 
ete.) abate or fall quict. @ 7. a temporary quict period 
in a storm or in any acuvity. [Middle English] 
lullaby 2. (p/. -ies) a soothing song to send a child 
to sleep. 


LUGWORM: 
WN LUGWORMS 


lumbago 7. rheumatic pain in the muscles of the 
lower back. [Latin] 

lumbar adj. Anal. relating to the loin, esp. the lower 
back area. > verter... [based on Latin /anbus ‘loin’ 

lumbar puncture 7. the withdrawal of spinal 
fluid from the lower back with a hollow needle. 
usu. for diagnosis. 

lumber! ».inir. (usu. foll. by along, past, by, etc.) move 
in a slow clumsy noisy [Middle English] 
oO lumbering ai). 


Way. 


lumber’ e x. 1 Bri/. disused or useless cumbersome 
objects. 2 N. Ame. partly or fully prepared timber. 
ev. 1 Brit. a(usu. foll. by cezth) leave (a person etc.) 
with something unwanted or unpleasant (aleays 
lumbering me with the cleaning). b (as humbered adj.) 
in an unwanted or inconvenient situation (afraid of 
being lumbered). 2 tr. (usu, foll. by up) Brit. obstruct. 
3 int cut and prepare forest timber for wansport. 
0 lumberer z. (in sense 3 of 7). hambering 7. (in 
sense 3 of 7,). 

lumberjack 7. (also lumberman; #/, -men) esp. 
\. Amer a person who fells, prepares. or conveys 
forest timber. 

lumber-room 2. Bri/. a room where disused or 
cumbersome things are kept. 

lumen 2. Prysics the SI unit of luminous flux. 
[Latin, literally ‘a light, an opening’ | 

luminaire 7. a unit consisting of an electric light 
and its fittings. [French] 


luminary 


luminary 2. (//. -ies) 1 a person as a source of 
intellectual light or moral inspiration. 2 a promin- 
ent member of a group or gathering, 

luminescence n. the emission of light by a 
substance other than as a result of incandescence. 
Oo luminescent adj. 

luminous adj. 1 shedding light. 2 phosphorescent, 
visible in darkness (/wminous paint). [from Latin lumi- 
nosus| 0 huminosity n. laminously adv. 

lump’ e 2. 1 a compact shapeless or unshapely 
mass. 2 a tumour, swelling, or bruise. 3 a heavy, 
dull, or ungainly person. 4 (prec. by the) Brit. casual 
workers in the building and other trades, @ wr, 
1 (usu. foll. by fogether) mass together or treat indis- 
criminately. 2 Brit. carry or throw carclessly. 
0 lump in the throat a fecling of pressure there, 
caused by emotion. [Middle English] 

lump? «./7. collog. (lump it) endure or suffer (a situ- 
ation) ungraciously. 

lumpectomy 7. (//. -ies) the surgical removal of a 
usu. cancerous lump from the breast. 

lumpen aq. 1 lumpy and misshapen. 2 boorish and 
stupid. 3 (in Marxist contexts) uninterested in revo- 
tutionary advancement. 

lumpfish 7. (//. usu. same) ¥ a spiny-finned fish, 
Cycloplerus lumpus, of the N. Atlantic, with modified 
pelvic fins for clinging to objects. [based on Middle 
Dutch /umpe| 


LUMPFISH 
(Cyclopterus lumpus) 


pelvic fins 


lumpish adj. 1 heavy and clumsy. 2 stupid, lethar- 
gic. O lpmpishly adv. lumpishness n. 

lump sugar 7. sugar shaped into lumps or cubes. 

lump sum 7. 1 a sum covering a number of items. 
2 money paid down at once (opp. iwsivi.ment 1). 

lumpy ad). (lumpier, lumpiest) 1 full of or 


LUNG 
During inhalation, air enters the lungs 
via the trachea, and ultimately pene-_ jjzA? 
trates to microscopic thin-walled 
air sacs (alveoli). The trachea 
divides into two main bronchi, 
one feeding into each lung, 
where they subdivide into 
smaller tubes (secondary 
and tertiary bronchi), and 
tubules (bronchioles) that 
lead to the alveoli. In the 
lungs, oxygen passes into 
the bloodstream to be 
transported to the body's 
tissues. while waste carbon 
dioxide is exhaled via the 
alveoli. 


primar il 


rib 


lobes F 


Tes tyedsy 
bronchus 


bronchus 


eigen 
bronchus 


CROSS-SECTION OF 


covered with lumps. 2 (of water) cut up by the wind 
into small waves. O lumpily adv. lumpiness 7. 

lunacy 2. (f/. -ies) 1 insanity (originally of the 
intermittent kind attributed to changes of the 
Moon); the state of being a lunatic. 2 Law such 
mental unsoundness as interferes with civil rights 
or transactions. 3 great folly or eccentricity; a fool- 
ish act. 

lunar ad. of, relating to, or determined by the 
Moon. [based on Latin /una ‘month } 

lunar eclipse 7. an eclipse in which the Earth 
prevents sunlight from falling on the Moon, 
CE ECLIPSE 

lunar module ». (also lunar excursion module) 
asmiall craft used for travelling between the Moon’s 
surface and a spacecraft in orbit around the Moon. 
© SPACECRAFT 

lunar month 7. 1 < the period of the Moon’s revo- 
lution, esp. a lunation. > moon. 2 (in general 
use) four weeks. 

lunar year 7. a period of 12 lunar months. e 

lunate aq). crescent-shaped. [from Latin /una- 
tus| 

lunatic e 7. 1 an insane person. 2 someone 
foolish or eccentric. @ adj. 
mad, foolish. [based on 
Latin /una ‘moon’, trom 
the belief that changes 
of the Moon caused 
intermittent insanity] 

lunatic asylum 7. 
hist. a mental home or 
hospital. 

lunatic fringe 7. an 
extreme or eccentric 
minority group. 


lunge | 
rein 


lunation 7. the interval 
between new moons, 
about 29'/ days. [based 
on Latin dina ‘moon’ } 

lunch e 2. the meal eaten 
in the middle of the day. 
@ v I inf eat one’s lunch. 2 ¢ provide lunch for. 
O luncher 7. 


LUNGE: 
TROTTING ON 
THE LUNGE 


lunch box 7. a container for a packed meal. 
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protective 
boots 


lurch 


luncheon 2. formal 
lunch. [1 6th-century 
coinage| 
luncheon meat 7. 1 
block of ground meat 
ready to cut and eat. 
luncheon voucher 7. 
Brit. a voucher issued 
to employees and ex- 
changeable for food at 
restaurants and shops. 
lunchtime 2. the time 
when lunch is eaten 
(often attrib: lunchtime 
drinking). 
lunette 7. Lb an archecl 
aperture in a domed 
ceilmg to admit light. 
2 » a crescent-shaped 
or semicircular space or alcove which contains a 
painting, statuc, etc. 3 a watch-glass of flat- 
tened shape. [French, literally ‘little 
crescent | 
lung x. ¥ each of the pair 
of respiratory organs 
which bring air into 
contact with the blood in 
humans and many other 
vertebrates. > REsPIRALION, 
[Old English] 0 lunged 
adj. lungful n. (pl. -fuls). 
lungless adj. 
lunge! e 7. 1 a sudden 
movement forward. 2 a 
thrust with a sword etc., esp. 
the basic attacking move in fencing, 
@ vintr. make a lunge. [earlier allonge, 
from French adlonger ‘to lengthen’ | 


LUNETTE 


side 


Tens 


neckstrap 


noseband 
(cavesson) 


lunge? 2. (also longe) <a long rope on 
which a horse is held and made to move in 
a circle round its trainer. [from (Old) French 
longe ‘lengthening’ | 

lungfish 2. (p/. usu. same) W any freshwater fish 
of the order Dipnoi, having gills and a modified 
swim-bladder used as lungs, and able to aestivate to 

survive drought. 


LUNGFISH: AUSTRALIAN LUNGFISH 
Neon cpatindies frrrsledy 


lung-power 7. the power of one’s voice. 
lungwort 7. 1 any herbaceous plant of the genus 
Pulmonaria, esp. P officinalis with white-spotted 
leaves likened to a diseased lung. 2 a lichen, Lobana 
pulmonaria, formerly believed to be a remedy 
for lung clisease. 


lupin 27. (also lupine) » any plant ol 
the genus Lupinus, with long tapering 
spikes of blue, purple, pink, white, o1 
yellow flowers. [from Latin /upirus| 

lupine ad. of or like a wolf o1 
wolves. [based on Latin  /upus 
‘woll” | 

lupus 2. any of various ulccrous 
skin diseases, esp. tuberculosis of 
the skin. [Latin, literally ‘wolf*} 
O lupoid adj. lupous ad) 

lurch'e 7. a sudden unsteady 
movement or leaning; a stag- 
ver. @ 
suddenly 


tinh. stagger, move 


and unsteaclils 


Joriginally nautical fe 


lurch. alteration of lee latch 


LUPIN 
Lupinus “Chandelier™ 


‘drifting to leeward’ | 


lurch 


lurch? 7. 0 leave in the lurch desert 
(a friend etc.) in difficulties. [originally 
in sense ‘a severe defeat in a game’: from 
French lourche] 
lurcher 7. Brit. <a cross-bred dog, usu. 
a retriever, collie, or sheepdog crossed 
with a greyhound. 
lure e «/7, 1 (usu. foll. by away, iio) 
entice (a person, an animal, etc.) 
usu. with some form of bait. 
2 attract back again or recall (a 
person, animal, etc.) with 
the promise of a re- 
ward.e7n.1¥a 
thing used to 
entice. 2 (usu. 
foll. by of) the attractive or 
compelling qualities (of a 
pursuit etc.). 3 a falconer’s 
apparatus for recalling a hawk, consisting of a 
bunch of feathers attached to a thong, within 
which the hawk finds food while being trained. 
{from Old French /uere] 0 baring ad). luringly adz, 


LURCHER: 
SHORT-HAIRED 
LURCHLR 


fin treble hook 


eve 


vsweiel 


tulip mount 


LURE: 
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lurex 1. propr 1a type of yarn which incorporates a 
glittering metallic thread. 2 fabric made from this 
yarn. 

lurgy 7. (#/. -ies) (esp. in phr. the dreaded lurgy) 
Brit. joc. an unspecified illness. [20th-century 
coinage, frequently used in The Goon Show, British 
radio series] 

lurid adj. 1 vivid or glaring in colour (/urd orange). 
2 sensational, horrifying, or terrible (lurid detazls). 
{from Latin /uridus| 0 buridly adv. luridness n. 

Sark ¢.ini7 1 linger furtively or unobtrusively. 2 (usu. 
foll. by m, under, about, etc.) hice, esp. for sinister 
purposes. 3 as lurking adj.) latent, semi-conscious 
(a lurking suspicion). [Middle English] @ harker zn. 

luscious adj. 1 a richly sweet in taste or smell. 
b collog. delicious. 2 (of literary style, music, etc.) 
over-rich in sound, imagery, etc. 3 voluptuously 
attractive. [Middle English] o lusciously ad:. 
lusciousness 1. 

lush! adj. b (of vegetation, esp. grass) luxuriant and 
succulent. 2 luxurious. 3 (of colour, sound. ete.) 
rich, voluptuous. 4 s/ang good-looking, attractive. 
[Middle English] o lushly ad:. tushness 2. 

lush? esp. .V. Amer: slang @ n. 1 alcohol, liquor. 2 an 
alcoholic: a drunkard. @ 7. 1 te & intr, drink (aleo- 
hol). 2 @. ply with alcohol, [18th-century coinage| 

lust e ». 1 strong sexual desire. 2 a (usu. foll. by for, 
of ) a passionate desire for (a lust for power). b (usu. 
foll. by of) a passionate enjoyment of (the lust 
of battle). 3 usu. in pl.) a sensuous appetite regarded 
as sinful (the lusts of the flesh\. @ vintz (usu. foll. by 
afier, for) have a strong or excessive (esp. sexual) 
desire. [Old English] 0 lustful adj. lustfully adr. 


lustfulness 7. 


—_ - : -- --— 
LYMPHATIC SYSTEM 


| The lymphatic system removes excess 
fluid from the body’s tissues and returns 
it to the circulatory system. It also helps 
the body to fight infection. It consists 

of lymph vessels, lymph nodes, and 
associated lymphoid organs such as the 
spleen and tonsils. Lymph vessels form 
a network of tubes that extend all over 
the body. From lymph capillaries - the 
smallest vessels - lymph flows into larger 
vessels called lymphatics, which are 
studded with nodes. These nodes are 
collections of lymph tissue that act as 
filters and contain spaces (sinuses) where 
many scavenging white blood cells 
(macrophages) ingest bacteria and other 
foreign matter and debris. When an 


cells (lymphocytes) are released from the! 
lymph nodes to fight infection. 
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co lustreless adj. (U/S lusterless). lustrous ad). 
lustrously adv, lustrousness n. 


Luster eee OF isin: saundbourd lustreware 7. (( S lusterware) ceramics with an 
lustre ‘US lusterien, — 74ge roundhule — 'idlescent cra 
1 gloss, sheen. 2.a shiny siiciet lusty ad. (lustier, lustiest) 1 healthy and 


or reflective surface. 
3 aathin metallic coat- 
ing giving an iridescent 
glaze to ceramics. b = 
4 a rachance 
or attractiveness; splen- 
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dour, glory, distinction tof 
achievements etc.) add LUTE: 
lustre tov shed lustre on,. @ v.tr. IO PR-GLNTURY 


put lustre ob (pottery, a cloth. TIALIAN LOE 


tuning 


peg 


strong. 2 vigorous or lively. o lustily ad. 

lustiness 2. 

lutanist var. of 1 rinist. 

lute! n. < a guitar-like instrument 

with a long neck and a pear-shaped 

body. > sikincip, [from French /ut| 
lute? e 7. clay or cement used to 

, stop a hole, make a joint 

airtight, ete. @ v/r apply lute to. 
[from Latin /udam ‘mud, clay’| 


scroll —_ 


infection occurs, specialized white blood | 


luting 


iprapaaRE 
= 


node 


thymus 


left 
subclavian 
vein 


thoracic 
duct 


Spleen 


stomach 


common tac 
nodes 


~ Peyer's patch 
Tmph tissucs 


bone 
marrow 


deep 7 
mguinal 
nodes 


popliteal 
lymph nodes 


lymph 


HUMAN Soe 
capillaries 


LYMPHATIC 
SYSTEM 


lymphatics 


lutecium var. of 1uti1iuM. 

lutenist n. (also lutanist) a lute-player. 

luteofulvous adj. orange-tawny. 

lutetium 7. (also lutecium) Chem. a silvery metal- 
lic element of the lanthanide series. [based on 
Latin Luwetia, ancient name of Paris, France, home 
of its discoverer] 

Lutheran e 7. 1 a follower of Martin Luther, 
German religious reformer (d. 1546). 2 a member 
of the Church which accepts the Augsburg 
confession of 1530, with justification by faith alone 
as a cardinal doctrine. @ adj. of or characterized by 
the theology of Martin Luther. a Lutheranism n. 

luthier /loo-ti-er/ 1. a maker of stringed instru- 
ments, esp. those of the violin family. [French| 


luting 7. = 11 in. 


lutz 


hutz x. Sport a jump in skating from the backward 
outside edge of one skate to the backward 
outside edge of the other, with a full turn in 
the air [probably from the name of 
Gustave Lussi (b. 1898), who invented it] 

luwvy 2. (also luwvie) (p/. -ies) Brit. collog. 
an actor or actress, esp. one who is 
particularly effusive or affected. 

Tux 7, (pl. same) Physics the SI unit of illu- 
mination, equivalent to one lumen per 
square metre. [Latin, literally ‘light’] 

luxe n. luxury (cf. pe Luxe). [from Latin 
luxus ‘abundance’ | 

luxuriant ad. 1 (of vegetation etc.) lush; 
profuse in growth. 2 exuberant (/uxuriant 
imagination). 3 florid; richly ornate. [from Latin 
luxuriant- ‘growing rank’] 0 luxuriance n. luxuri- 
antly adv. 


ws Usage Luxurianit, meaning ‘growing profusely, 
exuberant’, is sometimes confused with /uxurious, 
the adjective relating to fuxury. 


fuxuriate wnt, 1 (foll. by in) take self-indulgent 
delight in; enjoy in a luxurious manner. 2 relax in 
comfort. 

luxurious ad. 1 = supplied with luxuries. 
2 extremely comfortable. 3 self-indulgent, volup- 
tuous. 0 luxuriously adv. luxuriousness n. 


a Usage See Usage Note at tuxuriant. 


luxury 2. (~/. -ies) 1 choice or costly surroundings, 
possessions, food, etc. (a life of luxury). 2 something 
desirable for comfort or enjoyment, but not indlis- 
pensable. 3 (attib,) providing great comfort; expen- 
sive (a luxury flat, a luxury holiday). [from Latin luxu- 
ria] 

LV «bdr. Brit. luncheon voucher. 

Lw symb. Chem. former symbol for the element 
Jawrencium (now Lr), 

Ix abbr. lux. 

lycanthropy 7. the mythical transformation of a 
personeinto a wolf (cf. werrwo.r). [based on Greek 
lukos ‘wolf? + anthropos ‘man’| 0 lycanthrope 2. 

Lyceum 7, 1 a the garden at Athens in which Aris- 
totle taught philosophy. b Aristotelian philosophy 
and its followers. 2 (lyceum) US fist. a literary 
institution, lecture hall, or teaching place. [Latin 
from Greek Lukeion, neut. of Lukeios, epithet of 
Apollo (from whose neighbouring temple the 
Lyceum was named)| 


spiny skin 


LYCHEE 
(Nephelium litchi) 


lychee 2. (also litchi, lichee) 1 <a sweet 
fleshy fruit with a thin spiny skin. 2 the 


from 


tree, Nephelium  litchi, 
China, bearing this. 
[from Chinese lizhi| 
lych-gate var. of 
LICH-GATE, 
Lycra n. prop. an 
elastic polyurethane 
fabric used esp. for close- 
fitting clothing. 
lye x. 1 water made alkaline with 
vegetable ashes, 2 any strong alkaline 
solution, esp. of potassium hydrox- 
ide used for washing or cleans- 
ing. [Old English] 
lying’ pres. part. of ur! @ n. a place to lie 
(a dry lying). 
lying? pres. part. of 11°. @ adj. deceitful, 
false. 
lymph 7. 1 Physiol. a colourless fluid containing 
white blood cells, drained from the tissues and 
conveyed through the body in the lymphatic 
system. > ympuaric system. 2 this fluid used as a 
vaccine. [from Latin /ympha ‘water’) 0 lymphoid 
adj. lyraphous ad). 
lymphatic e ad. 1 of or secreting or conveying 
lymph. 2 (of a person) pale, flabby, or sluggish. 
en. a veinlike vessel conveying lymph. [originally in 
sense ‘frenzied’: based on Greek numpholéptos 
‘seized by nymphs’] 
lymphatic system 7. < a network of vessels 
conveying lymph. 
lymph gland 7. (also lymph node) a small mass 
of tissue in the lymphatic system where lymph is 
purified and lymphocytes are formed. > tymeHaric 
SYS 11M 
lymphocyte 2. a form of leucocyte occurring in 
the blood, in lymph, etc. & Boop, LyMPHAric sysTEM. 
alymphocytie ad). 
lymphoma 7. (//. lymphomas, lymphomata) 
any malignant tumour of the lymph nodes, exclud- 
ing leukaemia. 
lynch »./7, (of a body of people) put {a person) to 
death for an alleged offence without a legal trial. 
[from Lynch’s law, named after Capt. W. Lynch, 
head of a self-constituted judicial tribunal in 
Virginia c.1780] o lyncher x. lynching n. 
lynch law 2. the procedure of a self-constituted 
legal court that punishes or executes. 


originally 


-lytic 


lynchpin var. of LincHPin. 
lynx n. 1 ya medium-sized cat, Fels lynx, with short 
tail, spotted fur, and tufted ear-tips. 2 its fur. [from 
Greek /ugx] 0 lynxlike 
adj. 
lyre n. Gk Antig. an 
ancient stringed 
instrument like a 
small U-shaped 
harp, played usu. 
with a plectrum. 
[from Greek /ura] 
lyre-bird 7. any 
Australian bird of 
the family Menuri- 
dae, the male of 
which has a lyre- 
shaped tail. 
lyric @ adj. 1 (of poetry) 
expressing the writer’s emo- 
tions, usu. briefly and in stanzas. 2 (of a poet) writ- 
ing in this manner. 3 of or for the lyre. 4 meant to 
be sung, fit to be expressed in song, songlike (lync 
drama, lyric opera). @ n. 1 a lyric poem. 2 (in pl.) lyric 
verses. 3 (usu. in pi.) the words of a song. 
lyrical adj. 1 = tyric adj.1, 2. 2 resembling, couched 
in, or using language appropriate to, lyric poetry. 
3 collog. highly enthusiastic (wax lyrical about), 
Oo hyrically ad. 
lyricism 7. 1 the character or quality of being lyric 
or lyrical. 2 a lyrical expression. 3 high-flown senti- 
ments. 
lyricist 7. a person who writes the words to a 
song. 
lyse v.tr. G intr. Biol. bring about or undergo lysis. 
[back-formation from ysis] 
lysergic acid diethylamide 2. a powerful hallu- 
cinogenic drug. [lysergic: from hydro/ysis + ergot 
+ -ic] 
lysin zn. Biol. a substance, esp. an antibody, able to 
cause lysis of cells esp. bacteria. [from German 
Lysine| 
lysine nx. Biochem. an amino acid present in protein 
and essential in the diet of vertebrates. [from 
German Lysi| 
lysis /ly-sis/ n. (pl. lyses) Biol. the disintegration of 
a cell. {from Greek /uszs ‘loosening’] 
lytic /lit-ik/ ad). of, relating to, or causing lysis. 
-lytic comb. form forming adjectives corresponding to 
nouns in -/ysu. {Greek futikos (as Lysis)| 


LYNX 
(Felts lynx) 


M! ». (also m) (p/. Ms or M’s) 1 the thirteenth 
letter of the alphabet. 2 (as a Roman numeral) 
1.000. 

M®? abby: (also M.) 1 Afonsieur. 2 (in the UK in road 
designations) motorway. 

M8 syb. mega-. 

ma! abby. (also m.) 1 a masculine. b male. 2 married. 
3 miles), 4 millionts). 5 minutets). 

m? symb. 1 metre(s). 2 milli-, 3 Physics mass. 

°m abby. collog. am (Um sorry). 

MA ahh). Master of Arts. 

ma ?!. ¢o/log. mother. 

ma’am /inahm. mam/ n. madam (in the UK used 
esp. mm addressing royalty). 

Mace 2. collog. 1 a Scotsman, 2 .\. .Ame. a form 
of address to a male stranger. [from ac- as a 
patronymic prefix in many Scottish and Irish 
surnames] 

mac 7. (also mack, rit. collog. mackintosh. 

macabre /14-kahbr/ «d). grim, gruesome. [from 
Old French macabre] 

macadam 7. 1 material for roud-inaking with succes- 
sive layers of compacted broken stone. 2 = Laat 
wim. [named after J. L. Aeddan. British surveyor. 
1756 1830| OQ macadamize 1/), (also -ise). 


macadamia n. any Australian evcrereen tree of 


the genus Afacadamia, esp. AL aiegrifolia and 
M. tetraphylla, bearing edible nutlike seeds. [named 
after J. Aacadam, Australian chemist, 1827 65] 
macaque /ma-kahk/ 7.» a miccliun- 

sized monkey of the Old World 
genus .VMacara. |French, based on 
Bantu makaku “some monkeys’ | 
macaroni 7). a tubular variety of 
pasta. [from late Greek makaria 
‘food made lroin barley | 
macaroon ?). a small light cake or 
mace with white of 
and almonds or 
coconut. [from French macaron 


biscuit egg, 


sugar, ground 


macaw //. ¥ any long-tailed brightly 
coloured parrot of 
the genus dra or 
Inodorhynchis, 
native to S. and 
Centval .Amer- 
Wet. | PARROT. |from 
Portuetiese macia, of 
unknown origin} 
McCarthyism #1. csp. in 
the US the policy of Iunt- 
Ing oul suspected or known 


Commimists and removing 
them. Jnamed alier J. R 
NhCathy. US senator uh 


[957 


policy (1950)] 


Who imstigated — thr 


macchiato /ima-kec-ah- 
tob/ x, espresso cotfee with 
a dash of frothy steamed 


nulk ffrom Ttalian, literally 


stained, marked | 

McCoy ». :o//oy. 0 the om 
the real McCoy the real 
thine: thi 


MACAW: 
SORE ENE NYS 


Tra macays venue arucle 


| th-century comage] 


MACAQUE 
Maca a spec 1c 


Mace e 7. an acrosol used to 
mumobilze an assailant tem- 
porarily. @ 7/7 (also mace) spray 
with Mace. [US_ proprictary 
name | 4 

mace’ 7. 1 a staff of office, esp. 
the symbol of the Speaker's 
authority in the House of 
Commons. 2 fii. ® a heavy club 
usu. having a metal head and spikes. 
3 a stick used in the game of 
bagatelle. [from Old French mace. 
masse “mallet ] 

mace® 7. the dried outer covering of 
the nutmeg, used as a spice. & spice. 
[from Latin macir, a red spicy bark] 

macédoine /mias-i-dwahn/ 7. mix- 
ed vegetables or fruit, esp. cut up 
small or in jelly. [French, literally 
Macedonia’ ] 

macerate ¢. 1 /, ©& inf make or 
become soft by soaking. [based on 
Latin = maceratus “made — soft] 
0 maceration /). macerator 1. 

Mach /mahk/ x. (in full Mach 
number) the ratio of the speed 
of a body to the speed of 
sound im the surrounding 
medium; often as Mach 1, 
2. etc., indicating the speed 
of sound, twice the speed of 
sound. ete. [named after E. 
Mach, Susian physicist, 1838 1916} 

machete /ma-shet-i/ 7. a broad heavy knife used 
esp. In Central America and the W. Indies as an 
unplement and weapon. [Spanish, based on Latin 
marcus “hammer | 


MACE: 
8 PH-GENLURY 
INDIAN SPIKED 
MAC b 


machiavellian /mak-id-vel-ian/ ad). claborately 
cunning; scheming, unscrupulous. {from N. .Vach 
tavelli, Florentine political writer, 1469 1527, who 
advocated morally questionable methods in the 
interests of the state] 


machinate 7.1/7 lay plots; invigue. [based on Latin 
machinalus ‘conuwed | O machination n. 
machine e 7. I an apparatus applying 
mechanical power, having several parts each 
with a definite function, 2 a particular kind 


electrical or cleetronic apparatus, etc. 
3 an instrument that transmits a force o1 
directs its application. 4 the controllme 


machine). 5 a person who acts mechanically 
6 wsp. im com.) a coin-operated dispenser 
selvaretle machine). @ vr make or operate on 
with a machine, [from Greek makhana| 
machine code 1. (also machine lang- 
uage: a computer language that a particulai 
computer can respond to chrectly. 
machine-gun e /. ¥ an automatic gun 
giving continuous fire, © Gex. @ Tir 
-gunned, -gunning) shoot at with a 
machine-gun. G machine-gunner 7. 


ret ail 


Pring | 


foresight cocking 


handh 


adjustable butt 


9 nm 
parabellum 


round 


followe 


md spray 
an \ safely catch/ 
firing selector 


30-raund 


MAGA Ut 


MACHINE-GUN: Gr RAVEVN 9 VIM SU B-MEAC HINI 
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of machine, esp. a vehicle, a piece of 


system ol an organization etc. (he party 


macromolecule 


machine-minder 7. a person whose job is to 
attend to a machine. 

machine-readable cd). in a form that a computer 
can process. 

machinery 7. (fi. -ies} 1 piachines collectively. 
2 the components of a machine; a mechanism. 
3 (foll. by of ) an organized system. 4 (foll. by for) the 
means clevised or available (the machinery for decision- 
making). 

machine tool 7. a mechanically operated tool. 
oc machine-tooled ad). 

machine translation 7. translation carried out by 
a computer. 

machine-washable adj. able to be washed in a 
washing machine without damage. 

machinist n. 1 a person who operates a machine, 
esp. a machine tool or Brit. a sewing machine. 2 a 
person who makes machinery. 

machismo 7. exaggcratedly assertive manliness; a 
show of masculinity. [Spanish, based on macho 
‘male’] 

Mach number sce Mac. 

macho e aj. showily manly or virile. @ x. (pl. -os) 
1a macho man, 2 = mMacmsmo. 

macintosh var, of arncKiniosn. 

mack var. of aivc. 


mackerel 7. (j/. same or mackerels; W a 


N. Adantic marine fish. Scomber scombrus. with a 
grecnish-blue body, 
French maquerel| 


used for food. {from Old 


MACKEREL: WILANTIGC MACKERIA 
(Scoyuber scombrus) 


mackerel sky 7. a sky dappled with rows of small 
white fleecy clouds, like the pattern on a mackerel’s 
back. . 

mackintosh 7. (also macintosh. 1 Bri. a water- 
proof coat or cloak. 2 cloth waterproofed with 
rubber. [named after C. Macintosh, Scots inventor, 
[766 1843] 

macramé /14-krah-mi/ 
n. 1 the art of knotung cord 
or string mi patterns to 
make decorative articles 
2 & articles made in this 
way, [from Arabic miArama| 

macro 7. (also macro- 
instruction) Gompuling a 
single instruction — that 
expands automatically into 
a set of instrucuons to 
perform a particular task, 

macro- cil, form 1 lone. 
2 large; large-scale. [from 
Greek makros ‘long, large’} 

macrobiotic @ «/). ol a dict 
intended to prolong life, 
comiprising pure vegetable 
floods. brown rice. ete. @ 7. 
(in pl. treatecl as sings the 
use or theory of such a 
dietary system. 


MACRAME: 
DOUBLI-KNOT TED 
MACR ANT CHAIN 


macrocarpa 7. an cverereen tree, Cupressus macro- 
capa, often cultivated for hedges or windbreaks. 
[based on Greek Aarpos “fruit’] 

macrocosm 7), 1 the universe. 2 the whole of a 
complex structure. OQ macrocosmic ad). 

macroeconomics 7). the study of large-scale or 
gencral economic factors. G macroeconomic adj. 

macromolecule 7. Biochem. a molecule containing 
avery large number of atoms. oO macromolecu- 
lar ad). 


macron 


macron 7. a mark (*) over a long or stressed vowel. 
[Greek, literally ‘long (thing)’| 

macronutrient /. a chemical required in relatively 
large amounts for the growth and development of 
living organisms, 

macrophage 1. a large phagocytic white blood cell 
usu. occurring at points of infection. 

macrophotography 7. photography producing 
photographs larger than life. 

macroscopic ad. 1 visible to the naked eye. 
2 regarded in terms of large units. 0 macroscop- 
ically adv. 

macula 7. (//. maculae /-lec/) 1 a dark spot, esp. 
a permanent one, in the skin. 2 (in full macula 
lutea) the region of greatest visual acuity in the 
retina. [Latin, literally ‘spot, mesh’] o macular adj. 

mad e adj. (madder, maddest) 1 insane; having a 
disordered mind. 2 wildly foolish. 3 (often foll. by 
about or Brit. on) wildly excited or infatuated (mad 
about football, is chess-mad). 4 collog. angry. 5 (of an 
animal) rabid. 6 wildly light-hearted. @ war. 
(madded, madding) archaic be mad; act madly 
(the madding crowd). 0 like mad collog. with great 
energy, intensity, or enthusiasm. mad keen collog. 
extremely eager. [Old English geméded ‘made 
insane’] O madness n. 

madam 7. 1 a polite or respectful form of address 
or mode of reference to a woman. 2 Brit. collog. a 
conceited or precocious girl or young woman. 3 a 
woman brothel-keeper. [from Old French ma dame 
“my lady’ | 

Madame /mi-dahm/ n. 1 (//. Mesdames 
/may-dahm/) a title or form of address used of or 
to a French-speaking woman, corresponding to 
Mrs or madam. 2 (madame) = Manin 1. [French, 
literally ‘my lady’} 

madcap e ad. 1 wildly impulsive. 2 undertaken 
without forethought. @ 7. a wildly impulsive person. 

mad cow disease 1. ¢a//o7. = BSI. 

madden ». 1 #, & ini, make or become mad. 2 &. 
irritate intensely. O maddening ad). madden- 
ingly adi. 

madder 7. 1 W a herbaceous plant of the genus 

Rubia, with whorls of four to six 

leaves, including R. ficlorum, which 
was formerly cultivated as a source 
of red dye. 2 a red dye obtained 
from the root of the madder, or its 
synthetic substitute. [Old English] 


made pas! and pay! parl. of Make. 
e@ adj. susu. in comb) 1 built o1 
formed (well-made; strongly made), 
2 successful (a self-made 
0 have (or have got, it made 
collog. be sure of success. made for 
ideally suited to. 

Madeira 1. 1 a fortified white 
wine from the island of Madeira 
off the coast of N, Africa. 2 tn full 
Madeira cake) a kind of rich 
sponge cake. oO Madeiran n. ©& ad,. 
madeleine /mad-lay1i/ 7. a small 
fancy sponge cake. [I'rench| 


Man), 


Mademoiselle /ina-dé-mwa- 
zel/ n. (pl. Mesdemoiselles 
/may-dé-mwa-zel/ 1 a ttle or 
form of address used of or to 
an unmarried French-speaking 
woman, corresponding to Miss or madam. 2 yma- 
demoiselle) aa young Frenchwoiman. b a French 
governess. [French, literally “my daimscl’] 

made to measure ad. (hyphenated when aliril,) 
(of clothes) made from measurements taken. 

made to order ad. (hyphenated when allrb,) 
1 made according to individual requirements. 
2 cxactly as wanted. 

made up «dj, (lryphenated when a/fih.) 1 invented, 
not true. 2 wearing make-up. 3 (of a meal ete. 
already prepared. 4 (of a road) surfaced, not 


MADDER: WIL.) 
MADDER 


(Rubia peregrina) 


rough. 


madhouse 2. I archaic or collog. a mental home or 
hospital. 2 collog. a scene of confused uproar. 

madly adv. 1 in a mad manner. 2 collog. a passion- 
ately. b extremely. 

madman 7. (//. -men) a man who is mad. 

Madonna 2. Eccl. 1 (prec. by the) a name for the 
Virgin Mary. 2 (usu. madonna) a picture or statue 
of the Madonna. [Italian, literally ‘my lady’] 

madras ». 1 a strong cotton fabric with coloured or 
white stripes, checks, etc. 2 (Madras) a hot spiced 
curry dish usu. made with meat. [from Afadras, a 
seaport in India] 

madrigal 7. 1 a usu. | 6th-c. or 1 7th-c. part-song for 
several voices, usu. arranged in elaborate counter- 
point and without instrumental accompaniment. 
2 a short love poem. [from medieval Latin carmen 
matricale simple song’] 0 madrigalian ad. madri- 
galist n. 

madwoman 7. (//. -women) a woman who is 
mad. 

maelstrom /mayl-str6m/ n. 1 a great whirlpool. 
2 a state of confusion. [early modern Dutch, the 
name of a mythical whirlpool] 

maenad /mee-nad/ 7. 1 a priestess or female 
follower of Bacchus. 2 a frenzied woman. [from 
Greek \Vainas ados| 

maestro /mys-troh/ n. (pi. maestri or -os; La 
distinguished musician, esp. a conductor. 2 a great 
performer in any sphere. [Italian, literally “master’] 

Mae West . s/ag an intlatable lite jacket. [from the 
name of an American film actress, 1892-1980. 
noted for her large bust] 

Mafia wv. 1 an organized body of criminals, origi- 
nally in Sicily ancl now esp. in Italy and the US. 
2 (mafia) a group regarded as exerting a hidden 
sinister influence. [Italian (Sicilian) dialect, literally 
‘bragging’ | 

Mafioso ». (//. Mafiosi) 1 a member of the Mafia. 
2 (mafioso) a member of a group regarded as 
exerting a hidden sinister influence, [Italian] 

mag 2”. collog. a magazine (periodical). 

magazine 7. 1 a periodical publication containing 
articles, stories, etc., usu. with illustrations, 2 a 
chamber for holding a supply of cartridges to be 
fed automatically to the breech of a gun. > Guy, 
myiuin-Gtn. 3a similar device feeding a camera, 
slide projector, etc, 4a store for arms, ammunition, 
and provisions for use im war. 3 a store for 
explosives. [from Arabic makdzin ‘storehouses’ | 

magenta e . 1 a brilliant mauvish-crimson shade. 
2 an aniline dye of this colour. @ ad. of or coloured 


MAGLEV 
Sull at an experimental stage, maglev trains 
are propelled at speeds of up to 500 k.p.h. 
(311 m.p.h.) by superconducting electro- 
magnets. In one system in Japan, coils in 

| the track wall are fed an alternating clectric 


proputsion coils are energized 


ay (rain pavses 


maglev 


with magenta. [from Afagenia in N. Italy, site of a 
battle (1859) fought shortly before the dye (of 
bloodlike colour) was discovered] 

maggot 7. a sofi-bodied legless larva, esp. that of a 
blowfly etc. found in decaying matter. [from Old 
Norse mathkr] O maggoty adj. 

magi p/. of macus. 

magic e 7. 1 a the supposed art of influencing the 
course of events by the occult control of nature or 
of spirits. b witchcrafi. 2 conjuring ticks. 3 an 
inexplicable influence. 4 an enchanting quality or 
phenomenon. @ ad. 1 of or resulting from magic. 
2 producing surprising results. 3. collog. wonderful. 
exciting, @ 2./7, (magicked, magicking) change or 
create by magic, or apparently so. 0 like magic 
very rapidly. magic away cause to disappear as if 
by magic. [from Greek magike (lekhne) ‘(art of) a 
magus | 

magical adj. 1 of or relating to magic. 2 resembling 
magic; produced as if by magic. 3 wonderful, 
enchanting, 0 magically ade. 

magic bullet 7. col/og. any highly specific medicine 
or other cure. 

magic carpet 7. a mythical carpet able to trans- 
port a person on it to any desired place. 

magic eye 7. a small cathode ray tube used to indi- 
cate the correct tuning of a radio receiver. 

magician 7. 1 a person skilled in or practismg 
magic. 2 a conjuror. 3 a person with exceptional 
skill. 

magic lantern 7. a simple form of image-projector 
using photographic slides. 

magic mushroom 2. a mushroom producing 
psilocybin. 

magic square 7. a square divided into smaller 
squares each containing a number such that the 
sums of all vertical, horizontal, or diagonal rows 
are equal. 

magisterial ad. 1 imperious. 2 invested with 
authority. 3 of or conducted by a magistrate. 
4 Inghly authoritative. [based on Latin magester 
‘master’ | O magisterially adi. 

magistracy 7. (//. -ies) 1 the office or authority of 
a magistrate. 2 magistrates collectively. 


magistrate 7. a civil officer administering the law, 
esp, an official conducting a court for minor cases 
and preliminary hearings (magistrates’ court). [from 
Latin magistratus ‘admunistvator | 

maglev 7. (usu. a/b.) ¥ a transport system in which 
trains glide above a track, supported by magnetic 
repulsion. [from magnetic /eritation| 


current as the train passes. Each coil alter- 
nately attracts and repels the train coils, 
driving the vehicle forward. Other coils on 
the track wall and on the train interact to 
lift and guide tt along the track. 
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MAGMA 


Magma originates far beneath the surface 
of the Earth, where rocks are melted by 
intenscly high temperatures. The molten 
magia may collect in a reservoir under- 
ground before emerging through a vent or 
| fissure in the Earth’s surface, in a volcanic 
, eruption. When it reaches the surface, 
magma (now known as lava) cools and 


vent 

layers of ash 
and lava 

main 

conduil 


igneous 
intrusion 


secondary — 
conduil 


magma 


reNe rT 


MODEL OF A VOLCANO SHOWING UNDERLYING MAGMA RESERVOIR 


magma 7. (//. magmas or magmata) 4 fluid or 
semi-fluid material under the Earth’s surface from 
which igneous rock is formed by cooling. > rock 
CYCLE, SkanED, VOLCANO. [Middle English in sense *a 
solid residue’: from Greek] O magmatic ad). 

Magna Carta 2. (also Magna Charta, a charter 
of liberty obtamed from King John of England in 
1215. [medieval Latin, literally ‘great charter’] 

magnanimous ad). nobly generous; not petty in 
feelings or conduct. [based on Latin magnus ‘great 
+ animus “soul’| O magnanimity 7. magnani- 
mously adz. 

magnate 7. a wealthy and influential person (ship 
ping magnate. financial magnate), [based on Latin 
magnus ‘great’ | 

magnesia 7. 1 Chem. magnesium oxide. 2 (in 
general use) hydrated magnesium carbonate, a 
white powder used as an antacid and laxative. 
[from Greek Afagnésia (lithos) (stone) of Magnesia’, 
in Asia Minor| O magnesian adj. 

magnesium 7. Chem. a silvery metallic element 
used for making hght alloys and important as an 
essential element in living organisms. 

magnet 7. 1 a piece of iron, steel, alloy, ore, etc., 
having properties of attracting or repelling iron. 
2 a lodestone. & vii Rsatine CURRENL. 3 a person or 
thing that attracts, [from Greek Magnés (lthos) 
‘Magnesian {stone’, originally referrmg to lode- 
stone | 

magnetic ad. 1 a having the propertics of a 
magnet. b producing, produced by, or acting by 
magneusm. 2 capable of being attracted by or 
acquiring the properues of a magnet. 3 very attract- 
ive or alluring (@ magnetic personality). O magneti- 
cally adz. 

magnetic compass 7). = (oMi\ss 7. |, 

magnetic disk see pisc 7. ta. 

magnetic field 1. » a region of variable force 
around magnets, magnetic materials, or current- 
carrying conductors, & ELECTROMAGNELISM 

magnetic mine #1. a submarine mine detonated by 
the proximity of a magneuzed body. 

magnetic needle 7. a picce of magnetized steel 
used as an indicator on the dial of a compass and 
in magnetic and electrical apparatus. & comnrss. 
MAGNEMC TIELD 

magnetic north 7. the point indicated by the 
north end of a compass ucede. 


$90 


solidifies to form extrusive igneous rock. 
Magma does not always erupt on to the 
surface, but may solidify underground to 
form an intrusion of igneous rock, which 
appears on the surface only when overlying 
rocks are eroded. The fierce heat from 
rising magma is one of the forces that trans- 
forms other rocks by metamorphism. 


cinder cone 


, hot mineral 


spring 


magnetic pole yn. 1 cach of the pomts near the 
extremities of the axis of rotation of the Earth or 
another body where a magnetic needle dips verti- 
cally. 2 each of the regions of a magnet, from 
which the magnetic forces appear to originate, 

magnetic resonance imaging 7. a form of 
medical imaging using the nuclear magnetic res- 
onance of protons in the body & mai. 

magnetic storm 7. a disturbance of the Earth’s 
magnetic field caused by charged particles froin the 
sun etc, 

magnetic tape 7. = ri. 7. ta. 

magnetism 7. 1 a magnetic phenomena and their 
laws. b the property of producing these phenom- 
ena. 2 personal charm. 

magnetite 7. magnetic iron oxide. [from German 
Magnetit| 

magnetize 7.17; (also -ise) 1 give magnetic proper- 
ues to. 2 make into a magnet. 3 attract as or like a 
magnet. O magnetization 7. 


magneto /mag-nee-toh/ n. (pi. -os) an electric 
generator using permanent magnets and produc- 
ing high voltage, esp. for the ignition of an internal- 
combustion engine. 


MAGNETIC FIELD 


Magnetism ts invisible, but lines 
of magnetic force around a mag- 
net (the magnetic field) can be 
demonstrated. When unmag- 
netized magnetic material 
comes near a magnet, it be- 
comes temporarily magnet- 
ized, with north and south 
poles that are attracted to the 

| opposite poles of the magnet. 
Here, temporarily magnetized 

| iron filings swivel to align with 
the magnet’s ficld, with clusters 
around the poles where the force 
is strongest. The compass needles, 
which are already magnetized, 


| : 5 ; oe clustered 
show this eflect in a similar way. 


iron. filings 


ee 


north-seeking 


pole 


magnum opus 


magnetometer 7. an instrument measuring 
magnetic forces, esp. the Earth’s magnetism. 
& spAckcRAr. O magnetometry 2. 

magnetosphere 7. the region surrounding a planet, 
star, etc., in which its magnetic field is effective. 

magnetron 7. an electron tube for amplifying or 
generating microwaves, with the flow of electrons 
controlled by an external magnetic field. 

magnification 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
magnifying; the process of being magnified. 2 the 
degree of magnification. 3 the apparent enlarge- 
ment of an object by a lens. 

magnificent adj. 1 splendid, stately. 2 sumptuously 
construcied or adorned. 3 collog. fine, excellent. 
[from Latin magnificus) O magnificence 2. 
magnificently adv. 

magnifico 7. (pl. -oes) a magnate or grandee. 
{Italian, = Macniicenr: originally with reference to 
Venice] 

magnify w./7, (-ies, -ied) 1 make (a thing) appear 
larger than it is, as with a lens. 2 exaggerate. 
3 intensify. 4 archaic extol. [from Latin magnificare} 
Oo magnifier n. 

magnifying glass x. a lens used to produce an 
enlarged image. 

magnitude n. I largeness. 2 a size. b a mathemat- 
ical quantity. 3 importance. 4 a the degree of 
brightness of a star. b a class of stars arranged 
according to this (of the third magnitude). 0 of the 
first magnitude very import- 
ant. [from Latin magnitudo] 

magnolia e 7. 1 » any tree 
or shrub of the genus 
Magnola, cultrvated for its 
dark green foliage and large 
waxlike flowers in spring. 
2 a pale creamy-white 
colour. @ adj. of this colour. 
{modern Latin, named 
after P. Magnol, French 
botanist, 1638 1715} 

magnox 7. a magnesium- 
based alloy used to 
enclose uranium fuel 
elements in a nuclear reactor. [from magnesium no 
oxidation] 

magnum 7. (//. magnums) I a wine botile of 
about twice the standard size. 2 a a cartridge or 
shell that is especially powerful or large. b (often 
altri.) cartridge or gun aclapted so as to be more 
powerful than its calibre suggests. (Latin, literally 
‘great (thing)’] 

magnum opus 7, (//. magnum opuses or 
magna opera) | a great work of art, literature, 
etc. 2 the most important work of an artist, writer, 
etc. [Latin, literally ‘great work] 


MAGNOLIA 
(Afagnolia x vettchi) 


magnetized plotting : 
lighter 
needle compass ; 
j concentration 
of filings 


\ south- seeking 
pole 


DLMONSPRANILION OF A 
MAGNETIC: FIELD 


magpie 


magpie 7. 1 p a long-tailed crow, 
Pica pica, of Europe and N. Amer- 
ica, with black and _ white 
plumage. 2 any of various birds 
with black and white plumage, 
esp. Gymnorhina tibicen of Aus- 
tralia. 3 a chatterer. 4 a person who 
collects things indiscriminately. 
[based on Mag, abbreviation of 
Margaret| 


MAGPIE: BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE 
(Pica pica) 


magus /may-giis/ n. (pl. magi /may-jy/) 1 a 
priest of ancient Persia. 2 a sorcerer. 3 (the (three) 
Magi) the ‘wise men’ from the East who brought 
gifts to the infant Christ (Matt. 2:1—12). [from Old 
Persian] 

Magyar ez. 1 a member of a people now predom- 
inant in Hungary. 2 the language of this people; 
Hungarian. e@ adj. of or relating to this people or 
language. [native name] 

maharaja 7. (also maharajah) /zst. a ule of some 
Indian princes. [from Hindi maha ‘great’ + raja 
‘king ’| 

maharanee 7. (also maharani) /is/. a maharaja’s 
wife or widow. [from Hindi maha ‘great’ + rani 
‘queen | 

maharishi 7. a great Hindu sage. [from Sanskrit 
maha ‘great’ + rishi ‘inspired sage’} 

mahatma 7. 1 a (in India etc.) a person regarded 
with reverence. b a sage. 2 each of «a class of 
persons in India and Tibet supposed by some to 
have preternatural powers. {from Sanskrit maha 
‘great’ + dtman ‘soul’| 

mah-jong 7. (also mah-jongg) a Chinese game 
played with 136 or 144 pieces called ules. [from 
Chinese dialect ma tstang ‘sparrows’ | 

mahlstick var. of mat csrick. 

mahogany e 7. (}/. -ies) 1 a a hard reddish-brown 
wood used esp. for furniture. > woop. b the colour 
of this. 2 any tropical tree of the genus Szevetenca, 
esp. S. mahagoni, yielding this wood. @ adj. of a rich 

reddish-brown colour. 
{17th-century coin- 

age| 

mahonia 7. 4 zy 
evergreen shrub of 
the genus Mahonia, 
with yellow bell-shaped 
or globular 
[modern Latin, named 
after B. McAfahon, US 

botanist, died 1816] 
mahout /ini-howt/ 7 

(in the Indian subcon- 
tinent) an elephant 
driver. [from Sanskrit 
mahamatra “high official’ 


_ berries 


flowers 


MAHONIA: 
OREGON GRAPE 
(Mahonia aquifolium) 


maid n. 1 a female servant. 2 Brit. archaic or poet. a 
girl or young woman. [Middle English] 

maiden 7. 1 a archaic or poel. a girl; a young unmar- 
ried woman. b (atfrib.) unmarried (maiden aunt) 
2 Cricket = maintn over. 3 (aétr2b.) (of a female animal) 
unmated. 4 (ofien aéfrtb.) a a horse that has never 
won a race. b a race open only to such horses 
5 (attrib.) being or involving the first attempt or 
occurrence (maiden speech; maiden voyage). [Old 
English] 0 maidenhood ». maidenly ad. 

maidenhair 7. (in full maidenhair fern) a fern ol 
the genus Adiantum, esp. A. capillus-venens, with deli- 
cate fronds 

maidenhead 7. 1 virginity, 2 the hymen. 

wife’s surname before 


maiden name 7. 4 


marriage. 


maiden over n. Cricket an over in which no runs are 


scored off the bat. 


maid of honour 7. 1 an unmarried lady attending 


a queen or princess. 2 Bnt. a kind of small custard 
tart. 3 NV. Amer. a principal bridesmaid. 
maidservant 7. a female servant. 

mail’ e n. 1 a letters and parcels etc. 
conveyed by post. b the postal 
system. c one complete delivery or 


letters to one place, esp. to a business on 
one occasion. 2 = ELecrroMe MAIL. 3 a 
vehicle carrying mail. @ vt; send by 

post. [from Old French male ‘wallet’] 


rings, chains, or plates. > VIKING. 
[based on Latin macula ‘spot, 
mesh’| a mailed ad). 

mailbag 7. a large sack for carry- 

ing mail. 

mailbox n. .N. Amer. a letter box. 

mailer 7. 1 chiefly V. Amer. the sender of a letter or 
package by post. 2 Computing a program that sends 
email messages. 

mailing 7. I the action or process of sending some- 
thing by mail. 2 something sent by mail. 

mailing list 7. a list of people to whom advertising 
matter, information, etc., is to be posted. 

mail order 7. the ordering of goods by post (also, 
often with hyphen, attr: mail-order catalogue). 

mailshot n. a dispatch of mail, esp. advertising and 


promotional material, to a large number of 


addresses. 

mail train 1. a train carrying mail. 

maim 7/7 1 cripple, disable, mutilate. 2 harm, 
impair (emotonally maimed by neglect). [from Old 
French mahaignier| 

main e adj. 1 chief, principal (the main part; the main 
point), 2 exerted to the full (by mam force). @ n. La 
principal channel, duct, etc., for water, sewage, etc. 
water main). 2 (usu. in pl; prec. by the) Brit. a the 
central distribution network for electricity, 

gas, water, ctc. b a domestic electricity 
supply as distinct from batteries. 
3 archaw or poet. a the ocean or 
oceans (the Spanish Main). b the 
mainland. o in the main for 
the most part. [partly from 
Old Norse megenn ‘strong, 
powerful’, partly from Old 
English ‘physical 
force] 

main brace 7. aul. the 
brace attached to the main 
yard. 


megen 


main chance ». (prec. by the 
One § OWT) INtCrests 

main clause 7. Gram. a clause 
that alone forms a complete sen- 
tence (Ch sUBORDINALE CLAUSE). 

main course 7. | the chief course of a 
meal, 2 Nau/. the mainsail. 

maincrop alfrib.ad. (of a vegetable) 
produced by the main crop. 

main drag 7. US collog. = Main siKeer. 

mainframe 7. 1 the central processing unit of a 
computer. 2 (often aétrb.) a large computer system. 

mainland 7). a Jarge conunuous extent of land, 
excluding neighbouring islands ct. O mainland- 
er 7. 

mainline 7». s/any 1 intr take drugs intravenously. 
2 t. inject (drugs) intravenously. G mainliner 7. 

main line 7. 1 a chicf railway linc. 2 s/ang a princi- 
pal vein (cf. mainuint). 3 €°S a chief road or street. 

mainly adi. for the most part; chiefly. 

mainmast 7. Nau/. the principal mast of a ship. 
DB RIGGING, SHIP 


mainplane n. the principal supporting surface « 
an aircraft. 


collection of mail. d one delivery of 


mail? 7. hist. armour made of 


MAIOLICA: 16TH- 
GENTURY [ITALIAN 
MAIOLICA BOWL 


majestic 


mainsail n. Naut. 1 (in a square-rigged vessel) the 
lowest sail on the mainmast. 2 (in a fore-and-aft 
rigged vessel) a sail set on the after part of the 
maimast. 

mainsheet 7. aul. the rope which controls the 
boom of the mainsail when set. 

mainspring 7. 1 the principal spring of a mechan- 
ical watch, clock, etc. 2 a chief motive power; an 
incentive. 

mainstay 7. 1 a chief support (has been hes mainstay 
since his trouble). 2 Naut. a stay from the mamtop to 
the foot of the foremast. > riccinc 

mainstream 2. 1 (often attrib.) the prevailing trend 
in opinion, fashion, etc. 2 a type of jazz based on 
the 1930s swing style and consisting esp. of solo 
improvisation on chord sequences. 3 the principal 
current of a river, 

main street 7. the principal street of a town. 

maintain vi 1 cause to continue; keep up, 
preserve (a state of affairs, an activity, etc.) (main- 
tained friendly relations). 2 support by work, nourish- 
ment, expenditure, etc. (maintained him in comfort; 
maintained themselves by fishing). 3 assert as true (main- 
tained that she was the best; his story was true, he main- 
tained). 4 preserve (a building, machine, road, etc.) 
in good repair. 5 give aid to (a cause, party, etc.). 
6 provide means for (a garrison etc. to be equipped) 
[from Latin manu tenére ‘to hold in the hand’ 
O maintainable adj. maintainability ». 

maintained school x. Brit. a school supported 
from public funds. 

maintenance 7. 1 the process of maintaining or 
being maintained. 2 a the provision of the means 
to support life, esp. by work etc. b (also separate 
maintenance) a husband’s or wife’s provision for 
a spouse after separation or divorce; alimony. 3 Law 
hisi. the offence of aiding a party in litigation with- 
out lawful cause. [Middle English, from Old 
French, from maintenir: see MAINTAIN] 

maintop 7. Nau/. a platform above the head of the 
lower mainmiast. 

main yard 7. Nau. the yard on which the 
mainsail is extended. 


maiolica /ma-yol-i-ka/ n. ‘also 
mayjolica) 1 <a white earthen- 
ware decorated with metallic 
colours. originally popular in 
the Mediterranean 
during the Renaissance. 2 a 
modern imitation of this. 
[ltalian, from the former 
name of Majorca] 
maisonette 7. 
maisonnette) | a part of 
a house. block of flats, etc., 
forming separate living 
accommodation, usu. on two 
floors and having a separate 
entrance. 2 a small house. [from 
French maionnetle litle house’ 
maitre d’hétel /may-tré doh-tel/ x. 
(pl. maitres d*hotel pronunc 
same) 1 the manager, head 
steward, etc., ol 
a hotel. 2 a 
head waiter. [French, 
literally ‘master of (the 
house’ | 


area 


(also 


maize 7. 1 ® a cereal 
plant, ea mays, native 
to N. America. yield- 
ing large grains set mt | > 
rows on a cob, 2» the 


cobs or grains of this 
> cruin. {from Spanish 
matz| 


Maj. abbr, Major. 
majestic adj. 
and dignified; imposing (nea ma 
Oo majestically adv 


stately 


MAIZE: CORN COBS 


19] 


M 


majesty 1. 


major-domo // 


major general ) 


majority // 


majesty 


| MAKE-UP 


Since carly times, people have used face and 
body paints for adornment and camouflage, 
and in religious ceremonies and rituals. 
Modern cosmetics provide a huge range of 
products designed specifically to enhance the 
colour and shape of the face, eyes, and lips. 


EXAMPLES OF MAKE-UP 


[LS ReeN ce lidoes 


1 


Vl 


EYELINER MASCARA 


7? 


(pl, -ies) 1 impressive stateliness, 
chynity, or authority. 2 a royal power. b (Majesty) 
forming part of several tiles given to a sovercign o1 
a sovercign’s wife or widow or used in addressing 
them clowr Mayesty. Her Majesty the Queen Mother), 
[from Latin majesias| 


major e adj. 1 important, large, serious, significant 


a major road, the major consideration must be their health) 
2 (of an operation) serious. 3 Vw, a vof a scale) 
having intervals of a semitone between the third 
and fourth, and seventh and eighth degrees. b ,of 
an interval) greater by a semitone than a minor 
mterval major third). ¢ tof a key) based on a majoi 
scale. 4 of full legal age. 5. Brit. (appended to a 
surname, esp. in public schools) indicating the elder 
of two brothers (Snih major), @ nV AL aan army 
offices lieutenant colonel and above 
captain, b an officer in charge of a section of band 
mstruments (drum major; pipe major), 2 a person of 
full legal age. 3V/as. a major key etc. 4.\. cdmer aa 
student’s special subject or course. b a student 
specializing ina specified subject a philosophy maar) 
@ = intr ttol \. Amer stucly or qualify in as a 
spec tal subject caajored in theology) [Latim, literally 


next below 


by a 


‘greater | 

hl. -os) 1 the chief official of an 
ttalian or Spanish princely houschold. 2 a house- 
steward: a butler, [from medics al Latin major domus 
‘chich of the house’| 

an officer next below a licu- 
tenantgcneral, 

pl. -tes) 1 the greater number or part. 
2 Polit. athe wumber by which the votes cast for one 
party, candidate, etc. exceed those of the nest eon 
by a majority of Lol). b 
ereater number of votes, 3 full legal age vallined hiv 
marily . 4 (he rank of major. [from medieval Latin 
majorilas| 


L party ete recenving the 


@ Usage [hb sense 1, majority is strictly used only 


with countable nouns. ¢ people, and 
Not with Mess Nouns, ca vuyoul of the work, When 
used with countitble nouns, 11s followed by a plural 
verb, cg. The majority of his books were failun 


BLUSHER 


EY LSELADOW 


FOUNDANPION CREAM 
TACK POWDLE 


LIP PENCILS 


LIPSTICK 


} 
, 
| 4 
‘ 


' 
| 
o a 


majority rule x». the principle that the greater 
number should cxercise greater power. 

majority verdict 7. a verdict given by more than 
half of the jury, but not unanimous. 

make e @. (fa! and past parl. made) 1 # construct: 
create; form from parts or other substances. 2 /: 
‘usu. foll. by infin. with or without éo) 
compel (make him repeal il). 3 I, a cause to exist; 
bring about b cause to become or 
seem (made him angry). 4 t. prepare; draw up tmade 
her will), 3 amount to (makes a difference, 2 and 2 
make 4). 6 tr a undertake or agree to (an aim o1 
purpose) (nade a promise). b execute or perform (a 
bodily movement, a speech, ete.) made a face). 7 tr. 
vain, acquire, procure (money, a profit, etc.). 8 
prepare (tea, collee, a dish, etc.) for consumption. 
9 tr, a arrange bedelothes tidily on (a bed) ready for 
we, b arrange and light materials for (a fire) 
10 intr, a proceed (made lowards the rr er). b (foll. by to 
+ infin.) begin an action (Ae made to go). LV &. collog. 
a arrive at (a place: or in time for (a train ete.) (mad 
the six o'clock train). b manage to attend (couldn't make 
the concert, can make any day excepl Friday). e achieve a 
place in (made the first eleven). d esp. .\. Amer achieve 
the rank of (made colonel in three years). 12 tr establish 
orenaet (a clistineion, rule, law. ete.) 13’ estimate 
as (whal do you make the time?) 14 tr. secure the success 
or advancement of (40 made my dav.. YS te accom- 
plish ynude OO mph. on the 
motorvay). 16 tra become by development or train- 
ing (nade a greal leader). b serve as a lug makes a useful 
veal). U7 tr (usu. foll. by oul) cause to appear as 
vmahes him out a lian, 18 b. foray in the mind 1 mahi 
no judgement). V9 h. (toll, by + compl.) a determine, 
establish, or choose (/els make it Tuesday). b bring to 
a chosen value etc.) (decided ta make ita dozen). 20 hy. 
fang have sexual relations with. 21 7 Cards awin (a 
trick), b play a card) to advantage. © win the 
number of tricks that fulfils ta Zea 
Cricket score (runs). @ 1. 1 tesp, of a product) a type, 
origin, brand, etc. of manufacture (different make of 
ean. 2a kind of mental, moral, or physical struc- 
ture or Composition. O make as if (or though 
foll. by éo+ infin, or conditional, act as if Gnade as if 


cause Or 


made a noise) 


(a clistance, score, cl 


contract) 


makeweight 


to leave). make away (or off) depart hastily. make 
away with 1 vet rid of; kill. 2 squander. make 
believe pretend. make a clean breast of see 
BreAst. Maake conversation talk politely. make a 
day (or night etc.) of #t devote a whole day (or 
night etc.) to an activity. make do 1 manage with 
the means available. 2 (foll. by with) manage with 
(something) as an inferior substitute. make an 
example of punish as a warning to others. make 
a fool of sce root'. make for 1 tend to result in 
(happiness etc.). 2 proceed towards (a place). 
3 assault; attack. 4 confirm (an opinion). make 
friends (often foll. by with) become friendly. make 
fun of see rus. make good see Goop. make a 
habit of sce Hs. make a hash of see wasn’ 
make hay sec Hay. make head or tail of see 
Htw. make it 1 collog. succeed in reaching, esp. in 
ume. 2 collog. be successful. 3 (usu. foll. by wth) slang 
have sexual intercourse (with). make it up I be 
reconciled, esp. after a quarrel. 2 fill in a deficit. 
make it up to remedy negligence, an myury, etc. 
to (a person). make light of see 1icH1?. make love 
sce 1ovL. make a meal of see mesi.!. make merry 
see MERRY. make money acquire wealth or an 
income. make the most of see mos!. make 
much (or little or the best) of 1 derive much (or 
little etc.) advantage from. 2 give much (or little 
etc.) attention, importance, etc., to. make a name 
for oneself sce n\n. make no bones about see 
kont, make nothing of 1 do without hesitation. 
2 treat as a trifle. 3 be unable to understand, use, or 
deal with. make of 1 construct from. 2 conclude 
to be the meaning or character of (can pou make 
anything of i?). make off = make aeay. make off 
with carry away; steal. make oneself scarce sce 
scarce. make or break (or esp. Bril. mar) cause 
the success or ruin of. make out I a distinguish by 
sight or hearing, b decipher (handwriting etc.). 
2 understand (can't make him out). 3 assert; pretend 
(made out he liked it), 4 collog. make progress; fare (how 
did you make out?). 5 (usu. toll. by to, in favour of ) draw 
up: write out (made ou?a cheque lo her). 6 N. Amer. collog. 
indulge in sexual activity usu. siopping short of 
intercourse; neck, pet. make over 1 transfer the 
possession of (a thing) to a person. 2 refashion (a 
garment etc.). make a point of see ror. make 
shift sce stiri. make time (usu. foll. by for or fo + 
infin.) find an occasion when time is available. 
make up 1 serve or act to overcome (a deficiency). 
2 complete (an amount, a party, etc.), 3 compen- 
sate. 4 be reconciled. 5 put together; compound 
(made up the medicine). 6 sew together. 7 get (a sum of 
money, a company, etc.) together. 8 concoct (a 
story). 9 (of parts) compose (a whole). 10 a apply 
cosmeucs. b apply cosmetics to. 11 settle (a 
dispute). 12 prepare (a bed) for use with fresh sheets 
ete. 13 compile (a list, an account, etc.). make up 
one’s mind decide, resolve. make up to curry 
favour with; court. make water I urinate. 2 (of a 
ship) take in water. make way 1 \ofien foll. by for) 
allow room for others to proceed. 2 achieve pro- 
gress. make one’s way proceed. make with ('S 
collog. supply; perform: procecd with (made wrth the 
feel and left ina hurry). on the make vollog. 1 intent on 
gain, 2 looking for sexual partners. [Old English] 
make-believe (also make-belief; @ 7. pretence. 
@ adj. pretended. 
make-over 2. transformation 01 
remodelling. 


a complete 


maker 2. 1 (often in comb.) a person or thing that 
makes. 2 (our, the, ete. Maker) God. 

makeshift e adj. temporary; serving for the time 
being. @ 7. a temporary substitute or device. 

make-up 7. 1 A cosinetics for the face etc.. as usec 
generally or by actors. 2 a person’s character, 
temperament, ete. 3 the composition or constitu- 
uion (of a thing) 

makeweight 1. 1 a small quantity or thing added 
to make up the fall weight. 2 an unimportant extra 
person, 3 an unimportant point added to make an 
ArPQuUMment sccm stronger. 


making 


making 7. 1 in senses of make v 2 (in pl.) a earnings; 
profit. b (foll, by of) essential qualities or ingredi- 
ents (has the makings of a general). 0 be the making 
of ensure the success or favourable development of. 
in the making in the course of being made or 
formed. | 

mako 2. (//. -os) ¥ a large bluish shark of the genus 
Isurus, found worldwide. > stark. 


[Maori] 


people, the official language of Malaysia. @ adj. of 
or relating to this people or language. [from Malay 
Melayu] o Malayan n. & ad). 

Malaysian e 7. a native or inhabitant of Malaysia 
in SE Asia. @ adj. of or relating to Malaysia or its 
people. 

malcontent e 7. a discontented person; a rebel. 
e@ ad. discontented or rebelhous. 

male e adj. 1 of the sex that can 
beget offspring by fertilization or 
insemination. 2 of men or male 
animals, plants, etc.; masculine 

(the male sex). 3 (of plants or their 

parts) containing only fertulizing 

organs. 4 (of parts of machinery 
etc.) designed to enter or fill the 
corresponding female part (a 
male screw’). @ i. a male person 

or animal. {from Latin mascu/us| O maleness n. 

male chauvinist see cHAuvinist 2. 

malediction /mal-i-dik-shén/ n. 1 a curse. 2 the 
utterance of a curse. O maledictive ad). maledic- 
tory adj. [based on Latin maledicere ‘to speak evil 
ay 

malefactor /mal-i-fak-ter/ n. a criminal; a person 

who does evil. [Latin] 

malevolent /ma-lev-6-lént/ adj. wishing evil to 
others. [from Latin malevolent- ‘wishing ill’| 
Oo malevolence 7. malevolently adv. 

matlfeasance 7. Law evildoing. [based on Old 

French malfaisant ‘dog evil’| a malfeasant n. 

G ad). 

malformation 7. 

formed aij. 
malfunction e 7. a failure to function in a normal 
or satisfactory manner. @ zn fail to function 
normally. 

malice 7. 1 a the intention to do evil. b a desire to 
tease, esp. cruelly. 2 Law wrongful intention, esp. as 
increasing guilt. [from Latin ma/itia| 5D malicious 
adj. maliciously adv. maliciousness n. 

malice aforethought 7. (also malice prepense) 
the intention to commit a crime, esp. murder. 

malign /ma-lyn/ e adj. 1 (of a thing) injurious. 
2 (of a disease) malignant. 3 malevolent. e alr 
speak iH] of; slander. [from Latin madignus] 0 malig- 
nity 7. (//. -ies), malignly adi, 

malignant ad. 1 a (of a disease) very virulent or 
infectious (malignant cholera). b (of a tumour) tending 


MAKO 


mal- comb. form la 
([surus oxprinchus) 


bad, badly (malpractice; 
maltreat). b faulty, faultily 
(malfunction). 2 not (maladroit). 
‘badly’ ] 

malacca /mia-lak-a/ 2. (in full malacea cane) a 
rich-brown cane from the stem of the palm tree 
Calamus scipronum, used for walking sticks etc. [from 
Malacca, town and district on the Malay peninsula] 

malachite /mal-a-kyt/ 
n. ® a bright ereen 
mineral of hydrous 
copper carbonate, used 
for ornament. > cra. 
[from Greek molokhitvs| 

malacostracan @ 7. any 
crustacean of the class Ma- 
lacostraca, including crabs, 
shrimps, lobsters, and krill. 
@ ad. of or relating to this class. 
& cRAB 

maladaptive adj. (of an indi- 
vidual, species, etc.) failing to 
adjust adequately to the 
environment, and undergo- 
ing emotional, behavioural, physical, or mental 
repercussions. 0 maladaptation n. 

maladjusted adj. 1 not correctly adjusted. 2 (of a 
person) unable to adapt to or cope with the 
demands of a social environment. G maladyjust- 
ment i. 

maladminister v./, manage or administer ineffi- 
ciently, badly, or dishonestly. 0 maladmuinistra- 


[from French mal 


faulty formation, O mal- 


MALACHITE: 
BANDED VARIETY 


tion /. 
r : : 5 { to invade normal tissue and recur after removal: 
maladroit ad. clumsy; bungling. 0 maladroitly i Bae ee eae 5 
: : Sa cancerous. 2 harmful; tecling or showing intense ill 
adv. maladroitness 7. ¥: : ; ; fe Rie 
> : ; | will.a malignancy 7. (/. -ies). malignantly adi 
malady 2. (/. -ies) 1 an ailment; a discase. 2 a 


malignant pustule 7. a form of anthrax. 
malinger v.inir, feign illness 
oO malingerer 7. 
mall /mal, mawl/ v. 1a sheltered walk or promen- 
ade, 2 an enclosed shopping precinct. [applied to 
The Mall London, originally an alley tor pall mall, 
a game] 
mallard 1. (//, same or mallards) 1 W a wild 
duck or drake, Anas platyrhynchos, of the north- 
ern hemisphere. 2 the flesh of the mallard. 
> pick. [from Old French] 


morbid or depraved condition; something requir- ; or 

ing a remedy. [from Old French maladie| to escape work etc. 

malaise 7. 1 a non-specific bodily discomfort not 
associated with the development of a disease. 2 a 
feelmg of uneasmess. [French] 

malapropism 7. (also malaprop) the use of 
word in mistake for one sounding similar, to 
comic effect, e.g dance a flamingo (tor 
flamenco). [from Mrs \Jalaprop m Sheri- 
dan’s play The Rivals (1775)] 

malapropos /mal-a-pré-poh/ @ adi. 
inopportunely; inappropriately. @ ad). 
inopportune; inappropriate. [from French 
mal a propos} 

malaria 7. an intermittent and remittent 
fever caused by a protozoan parasite of the 
genus Plasmodium, transmitted by a mosquito 
ite. [from Italian mal aria ‘bad air’| 
0 malarial adj. malarious ad. 

malarkey 7. collog. humbug; nonsense. [20th- 
century coinage | 

malathion /mal-a-th’y-6n/ n. an 
containing phosphorus, with low toxicity to other 
animals. 

Malay e 7. 1 aa member of a people mbabiting 
Malaysia and Indonesia. b a person of Malay 
descent. 2 the Austronesian language of this 


[SASHES AL 


MII 


MALLARD 
(Anas plalyrhynchos) 
insecticide 
malleable ad. 1 (of 

metal etc.) able to be 
shaped by hammering. 2 adaptable; flexible. [based 
on Latin ma(leare ‘to hammer’| 0 malleability » 
malleably ad. 


mamma 


mallee n. Austral. 1 any of several types of eucalyp- 
tus, esp. Eucalyptus dumosa, that flourish in 
arid areas. 2 an area of scrub formed by 
mallee. [Aboriginal | 

mallet 7. 1 » a hammer, usu. of 
wood. 2 a long-handled wooden 
hammer for striking a croquet or 
polo ball. croguel. [from 
Latin malleus] 

mallow 7. 1 any plant 
of the genus 
Malva (family 
Malvaceae), with 
hairy stems and 
leaves and pink or purple flowers. 2 any of several 
other plants of the family Malvaceae, including 
marsh mallow. [from Latin malva| 

malmsey 7. a strong sweet wine originally from 
Greece, now chiefly from Madeira. [from Afonem- 
vasia, a port in S. Greece] 

malnourished adj. suffering from malnutrition. 
oO malnourishment 7. 

malnutrition 7. a dietary condition resulting from 
the lack of foods necessary for health; msuflicient 
nutrition. 

malodorous adj. evil-smelling. 

malpractice n. 1 improper or negligent profes- 
sional treatment, esp. by a medical practitioner. 
2 a criminal wrongdoing. b an instance of this. 

malt e 7. 1 barley or other grain that 1s steeped, 
germinated, and dried, for brewing etc. 2 esp. Brit. 
collog. malt whisky; malt liquor. @ ¢.f, convert (grain) 
into malt. [Old English] o malty ad. (maltier, 
maltiest). maltiness 7. 

malted milk 7. 1 a hot drink made from dried milk 
and a malt preparation. 2 the powdered mixture 
from which this is made. 

Maltese e x. (//. samc) 1 a a native or national of 
Malta. b a person of Maltese descent. 2 the 
language of Malta. @ adj. of or relating to Malta or 

its people or language. 

Maltese cross 1. <a 
with arms of 
equal length broaden- 


MALLET 


CYOSS 


4 ing from the centre, 
i olten indented at the 
ends. 


Malthusian e ad). of 
Malthus’s doctrine that 
the uncontrolled m- 
crease of populations 
is checked only by the 
limits of their means 
of subsistence. @ 2 a fol- 
lower of Malthus. Oo Malthusianism n. 

malt liquor 7. alcoholic liquor made from malt by 
fermentation, not clistillation, e.g. becr, stout. 


MALTESE CROSS 


maltose n. Chem. a sugar produced by the hydroly- 
sis of starch under the action of the enzvmes in 
malt. saliva. ete. 

maltreat v/y. ill-iveat. O maltreater n. maltreat- 
ment 77. 

malt whisky ». whisky made from malted barley 

malversation 7. formal 1 corrupt behaviour in a 
posiuion of trust. 2 (often toll. by of) corrupt admin- 
istration (of public money ete.). [French] 

mama 2. collog. (esp. as a child’s term) = amar, 

mamba 7. any venomous African snake of the 
genus Dendroaspis, csp. the green and black 
maimbas, which arc varieties of D. angusticeps. [from 
Zulu imamba| 

mambo 1. (//. -os, 1 a Latin American dance like 
the rumba. 2 the music for this, [Latin American 
Spanish, 

mamma! 2). (also momma) ¢o/log. (esp. as a child's 
term) mother. 

(pl. mammae /-mec/) 1 a milk- 

mamunals, 2 a 

male 


mamma®* /. 
secreting organ of female 
ponding structure in 
mal: 


ya 1 NOU dee 
non-sccrelory Mhauhi- 


[Laun| Oo mammiform «d) 


Pay 


M ~ M M A L thick fur 


coal 


Mammals, a group of about 4,000 species living in a 

variety of habitats, are unique in their possession of 

mammary glands, which produce milk to feed their 
| young. Another distinctive feature is hair, which can be 
in the form of fur, wool, whiskers, prickles, or spines - 
although some species have lost their hair during the 
course of evolution. Mammals are divided into three 
unequal sub-groups. The largest of these is the 
placental mammals, whose young grow inside the 
mother’s body where they are fed, via the placenta, 
from her blood. The young of marsupials leave the 
womb at an early stage, but continue to develop 
within the mother’s pouch. Monotremes, comprising 


a 


whiskers 


just three species, are the only egg-laying mammals. . suckling Kitten 

DOMESTIC OVE AND SUCKLING KELTENS 
MAMMAL ORDERS 

y 
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D HORSE. REMINANT, UNGULATE walruses) 


D CeTACLAN, DOLPHEN, PORPOISE. 
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PROBOSCIDEA << e 
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CD LLPHANI fe %' 
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ie vaardvark) (apes, humans, monkeys) (flying lemurs) (hares, pikas, rabbits) 
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DELO RUMINANT. t NGULATT  HYRAN (tree shrews) D> INSECIIVORE, SHREM rats, squirrels) Sven 
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MONOTREMES MARSUPIALS 


“ 


NELNARTHR A PHOLIDOIA CARNIVORA 


; : MONOTREMATA MARSUPIALIA 
/ anteaters. armaclillos. (pangolins) tbears, cats, dogs. platypus, spiny (kangaroos, koalas, 
SIRENIA sloths hyenas, mustelids) eaters) opossums, wombats) 
tdugong. manatees! CD BLAR, CARNIVORE, CAT, D pares DC MARSUPLAL 


DOG. MUSELEID l 


mammal 


mammal n. < any vertebrate of the class Mam- 
malia, usu. a warm-blooded quadruped with hair 
or fur, the females of which possess milk-secreting 
mamunae for the nourishment of the young, and 
including human beings, dogs, cats, rodents, cattle, 
whales, bats, etc. [from Latin mammalis, related to 
MaMMA*] G mammalian adj. & n. 


mammary ad). © n. e adj. of the human female 
breasts or milk-secreting organs of other mam- 
mals. @ n. (p/. -ies) slang a breast. > url..s1 

mammary gland n. the milk-producing gland of 
female mammals. 


mammography 7. Med. an X-ray technique of 
diagnosing and locating abnormalities of the 
breasts. 


Mammon 7. 1 wealth regarded as a god or as an 
evil influence. 2 the worldly rich. [from Aramaic 
mamon ‘riches’ (see Matt. 6:24, Luke 16:9-13)] 

mammoth e 7. » any large extinct 
elephant of the genus Mammuthus, with a 
hairy coat and curved tusks. @ ad). 
huge. [from Russian mamo(n)t| 

man e 7. (//. men) 
1 an adult human 
male, esp. as dis- 
tinct from awoman “ 
or boy. 2 a a person ~, 
(no man is perfect). b the — 
human race (man is mortal). 3 
a person showing the character- 
istics associated with males 
(she’s more of a man than he is). 4 
a a usu. male worker or em- 
ployee (the manager spoke to the 
men). b esp. Brit. a manservant 
or valet. 5 a (usu. in pi.) soldiers, 
sailors, etc., esp. non-officers (zwas 
in command of 200 men). b an indi- 
vidual (fought to the last man). c 
(usu. prec. by the, or poss. pron.) a 
person fulfilling requirements (7m your 
man). 6 a a husband (man and _ wife). 
b colloysa boyfriend or lover. 7 a a human being of 
a specified historical period or character (Renais 
sance man). b a type of prehistoric human named 
after the place where remains were found (Peking 
man). 8 any one of a set of pieces used in playing 
chess etc. 9 (as second element in comd,) a man of a 
specified nationality, profession, ete. (Dutchman; cler 
gyman). 10 a an expression of impatience etc. used 
in addressing a male (nonsense, man! ). b collog. a gen- 
cral mode of address (bleze: my mind, man!). 11 (prec 
by a) one (zehat can a man do?). 12 a person pursued 
(the police have so far not caught their man). 13 (the Man 
US slang a the police. b black slang a person or group 
with power or authority. @ v./z (manned, man- 
ning) 1 supply (a ship, factory, etc.) with a person 
or people for work or defence etc. 2 work or service 
or defend (a specified piece of equipment, a fortifi- 
cation, etc.) (man the pumps). 0 as one man in 
unison; in agreement. be a man be courageous. 
be one’s own man I be free to act; be indepen- 
dent. 2 be in full possession of one’s faculties etc. 
man and boy from childhood. man to man with 
candour; honestly. men’s (or men’s room) a usu. 
public lavatory for men. to a man all without 
exception. [Old English] 

man about town 7. a fashionable man of leisure. 

manacle e 7. (usu. in f/.) 1a fetter or shackle for the 
hand. 2 a restraint. @ wir fetter with manacles. 
[from Latin manicula ‘little hand’ 

manage v. | ¢ organize; regulate; be in charge of (a 
business, household, etc.). 2 t (often foll. by to + 
infin.) succeed in achieving (managed a smile). 3 intr. 
a (often foll. by wzth) succeed in one’s aim, esp. 
against heavy odds (managed with one assistant). 
b meet one’s needs with limited resources ete. 
(manages on a pension). 4 tr, maintain contro! over 
(cannol manage their teenage son). 5 tr. (often prec. by 
can, be able to) a (also absol.) cope with (can you manage 
by yourself?). b be free to attend on (a day) or at (a 
time) (can you manage Thursday?). 6 ty. handle or wield 


MAMMOTH: WOOLLY MAMMOTH 
(Mammuthus species) 


(a tool, weapon, etc.). 7 t& take or have charge or 
control of (an animal or animals, esp. cattle). 
[based on Latin manus ‘hand’ 
manageable adj. able to be managed, controlled, 
or accomplished etc. without great difficulty: 
O manageability 7. manageableness 7. man- 
| ageably adv, 
management 7. 1 the process of managing or 
being managed; the action of managing. 2 a the 
professional administration of business concerns, 
etc. b people engaged in this. ¢ (prec. by the) the 
governing body, 3 (usu. foll. by of) Med. the tech- 
nique of treating a disease etc. 
manager 7. 1 a person controlling or administering 
a business or part of a business. 2 a person control- 
ling the affairs, training, etc., of a person or team in 
sports etc. 3 Brit. Parl. a member of either House of 
Parliament appointed with others for some duty 
in which both Houses are concerned. 4 a 
person regarded in terms of skill in man- 
agement (a good business manager). 
O managerial ad). 
managerially adv. 
managership 7. 
manageress 7. a WO- 
man manager, esp. of a 
shop, hotel, theatre, etc. 
managing adj. (in comb.) esp. 
Bnit. having executive author- 
ity (managing director). 
manana /man-yah-na/ 
adv, in the indefinite future 
(esp. to indicate procrastin- 


ation). [Spanish, _ hterally 
‘tomorrow | 
manatee 7. a large 


aquatic  plant-eating 
mammal [from Carib 
manattou? | 
‘ Mancunian e ». a native 
or inhabitant of Manchester. e adj. of or 
relating to Manchester. [from Afancunium, 
Latin name of Manchester] 
mandala /man-da-l4/ n. a symbolic circu- 
lar figure representing the universe in vari- 
ous religions. [from Sanskrit mandala ‘disc’ | 
mandamus /man-day-miis/ n. Law a judi- 
cial writ issued as a command to an inferior 
court, or ordering a person to perform a 
pubhe or statutory duty. [Latin, literally ‘we 
command 
mandarin! n. 1 (Mandarin) the official 
language of China. 2 Ast. a Chinese official. 
3 a person of importance, esp. a government offi- 
cial, [from Sanskrit mantrin ‘counsellor’] 
mandarin? 7. (also mandarine) (in full mandarin 
orange) 1 a small flattish deep-coloured orange 
with a loose skin. & crrrus erurr. 2 the tree. Citrus reticu 
lata, yielding this. {from French mandarine| 
mandarin collar 7. a small close-fitting upright 
collar. 
mandarin duck 7. a small Chinese duck, Aix galer 
iwulata, noted tor its bright plumage. 


mandate e 7. 1 an official command or instruc- 
tion. 2 authority given by electors to a govern- 
ment, trade union, etc. 3 a commission to act for 
another. @ v./7, instruct (a delegate) to act or vote in 
a certain way. [from Latin mandatum *(thing) com- 
manded’| 

mandatory adj. 1 of or convey- 
ing a command, 2 compulsory, 
oO mandatorily ad:. 

mandible 7. 1 » the jaw, 
esp. the lower jaw in mam- 
mals and fishes, © Maula, 
skuti. 2 the upper or lower 
part of a bird’s beak. 


D> pikp, 3 either half of the MANDIBLE 
crushing organ iM an AND SKULL OF A 
arthropod’s — mouthparts GREY SEAL. 


mange 


> insect. [from Late Latin mandibula| 0 mandi- 
bular ad). 

mandolin 7. (also mandoline) a musical instru- 
ment resembling a lute, having paired metal 
strings plucked with a plectrum. [from Itahan 
mandoline| O mandolinist n. 

mandragora 7 his/, the mandrake, esp. as a type of 
narcotic (Shakespeare’s Othello I. iit. 334). [Old 
English, via medieval Latin and Latin from Greek 
mandragoras] 

mandrake 7. ¥ a poisonous plant, Mandragora offi- 
cinarum, with white or purple flowers and large 
yellow fruit, having emetic and narcotic proper- 
ties, and possessing a root once thought to resem- 
ble the human form and to shriek when plucked. 
[Middle English, trom medieval Latin mandragora| 


MANDRAKE 
(Mandragora officinarum) 


mandrel n. 1 a shafi in a lathe to which work is 
fixed while being turned. 2 a cylindrical rod 
round which metal or other material is forged or 
shaped. [16th-century coinage] 
mandrill 7. <a large W. African baboon, 
Mandrillus sphinx, the adult 
of which has a brilliantly 
coloured face and blue- 
coloured buttocks. 
mane 7. 1 a growth of 
long hair on the neck of 
a horse, lion, ete. & HORSE. 
2 collog. a person's 
long hair, [Old 
English] 0 maned 
adj. (also in comb.). 
maneless adj. 
man-eater n. collog. a 
woman who has many men as 
lovers. 


MANDRILL 
(Mandrillus sphinx) 


manége /man-airzh/ n. (also 
manege) 1 a riding school. 
2 the movements of a trained horse. 3 horseman- 
ship. [French, related to manacr] 
manes 7. 1 the deified souls of dead ancestors. 
2 (treated as sing.) the revered ghost of a dead 
person. [Middle English, from Latin] 
maneuver US var. of Manoruver. 
man Friday 2. a male helper or follower. [from 
Man Friday in Detoe’s novel Robinson Crusoe (1719)| 
manful adj. brave, resolute. GO manfully adv. 
manfulness 1. 
mangabey 7. any small long-tailed W. African 
monkey of the genus Cercocebus. |.\fangabey, a 
region of Madagascar] 
manganese 7. 1 Chem. a grey brittle metallic tran- 
sition element used with steel to make 
alloys (symbol Mn). 2 (in _ full 
manganese oxide) the black 
mineral oxide of this used in 
the manufacture of glass. 
{ltahan, alteration of mac 
Nisi\] O manganic ad), 
manganous ad). 
mange 7. a skin disease 


maxilla . 


in hairy and woolly 
animals, caused by a 
parasitic mite. (based on 


mandible 


Latin manducare “to chew ‘| 


P89 


mangel 


mangel ». (also mangold) {in full mangel- 
wurzel, mangold-wurzel) a large kind of bect, 
Beta vulyans, used as cattle food. [from German 
Mangold “beev (+ Wurzel ‘roov)] 

manger 72. a long open box or trough tor horses or 
cattle to eat from. [based on Latin mandere ‘to 
chew’ ] 

mangetout /monh-too/ n. (pl. same or -s pronunc. 
same) a variety of pea eaten whole including the 
pod. > vici.tvaie. [French, literally ‘eat all’ 

mangle'e 7. csp. Brit. hist. a machine having two or 
more cvlinders between which wet clothes etc. are 
squeezed and pressed. @ vt: press (clothes etc.) in a 
mangle. [based on Greek magganon ‘axis of a 
pulley] 

mangle? if, 1 hack, cut about, or mutilate by 
blows etc, 2 spoil (a text ete.) by misquoting ctc 
3 cut roughly so as to disfigure. [from Anglo- 
French| 

mango ». ( /)/. -oes or -os) 1 a fleshy ycHowish-red 
fruit, eaten ripe or used green for pickles ete. 
> rut. 2 (in full mango tree) the Indian ever- 
grcen tree, \Mangifera indica, bearing this. [from 
Tamil man “mango trec’ + kay ‘fruit’ 


mangrove 7. ¥ any tropical tree or shrub of the 
genus Rhizophora, growing in shore-mud with many 
tangled roots above ground. 


MANGROVE SWAMP 


mangy /mayn-ji/ ad. (mangier, mangiest 
1 tesp. of a animal, having mange. 
2 squalid; shabby. o mangily ad:. manginess n. 


domestic 


manhandle ¢:/r 1 move .heavy objects; by human 
eflort. 2 collog. handle (a person) roughly 

manhole »). a covered openmeg ina floor, pavement. 
sewer, ete, for workmen to gain access. 

manhood 7. 1 the state of being a man rather than 
a child or woman, 2 a manliness: courage. b a 
mans sexual potency. ¢ collog. euphem, the penis. 
3 the men of 

mania»). 1 P\y¢/u/ 


of great excitement and viclen 
fo 
fi 


LCOUTHLY Cl¢ 

mental ness marked by periods 
2 tolten toll. by 

[Greek literally 


EXCESSIVE enthusiasm, 


‘madness | 

-mania (77), fori 1) 
of mental abnormality or obse 
2 denoting extrenr 
hihhiomania 

maniac e@ 7. 1 collog. a person exhibiting extreme 
symptoms of wild 
2 rollog. an obsessive enthusiast. @ adj. of or behay 
ing like [from late Greek maniakos| 
Omaniacal a). maniacally «ad 


thal. de noune a 


special type 
SSO) (INC valumaniay, 


enthusiasm or acdimtration 


/, 


O -maniac «pnb. /o 
behaviour ete.: a macdiman 
WAC. 


manic ad. of or affected by mania. 0 manically 


ad: 
manic-depressive Pyy/iol. @ adj. allected by o1 
relaune to a mental disorder with alternating 


periods of won and depression. @ 7 a person 
having such a disorder. manic depression 71 

Manichaeism 1». \.ilso Manicheism) a religious 
systen: wu ( than, Gaostic, and pagan 
elements, founded i Persia tin the 3rd century by 
Manes and based ona belich in an ancient conflict 


Ties 


between light and darkness. Latin 
Manichaeus, “of Manes’ | 

manicure @ 7. a usu. professional cosmetic treat- 
ment of the hands and fingernails. @ uf apply a 
manicure to (the hands or a person). [from Latin 


manus ‘hand? + cura ‘care’| O manicurist 2. 


[from 


manifest! e adj. clear or obvious to the eye or 
mind. @ 7. 1 ¢& display or show (a quality, feeling, 
etc.) by one’s acts etc. 2 /. show plainly to the eye 
or mind. 3 ¢ be evidence of. 4 intr, @ refl. reveal 
itself. [from Latin manus ‘hand’ + festus (recorded 
in compounds) ‘struck’] GO manifestation 2, 
manifestly adv. 

manifest? n. 1 a cargo-list for the use of customs 


officers. 2 a list of passengers in an aircraft or of 


trucks ete. in a goods train. [from Italian manz- 
fe yto| 

manifesto 1. (//. -os) a public declaration of policy 
and aims, esp. Bri/, one issued before an election. 
[Italian] 

manifold e adj. liferary 1 many and various (manifold 
zevalions). 2 having various forms, parts, applica- 
tions, etc. 3 performing several functions at once. 
e7. 1a manifold thing. 2 Afech. a pipe or chamber 
branching into several openings. [Old English] 
a manifoldly ad. manifoldness n. 

manikin 7. (also mannikin: 1 a little man. 2 an 
anatonucal model of the body. [from Dutch 
manneken “litthe man’ 

Manila ». (also Manilla) 1 (in full] Manila hemp) 
the strong fibre of a Philippine plant used for rope 
ete. 2 (also manila) a strong brown paper made 


from this. [from Afanila, capital and chief port of 


the Phihppines| 


MAN-OF-WAR 
By the 18th century, large, heavily armed 
wooden sailing ships, known as "“men-of- 
war, were being built for northern Euro- 
pean navies, who were engaged in the 
battle for control of the oceans and of the 
lucrative trace routes. The ships were clas- 
admirals 


LOVH-CINTERY 
pennant 


BRITISH MAN-OF-\WAR 


Juremast 


fore topgallant 


fore topsail 


foresail -“ 


(* toh [per 


forecasth 
' Par 


alerline 7 


; } 
anchor! wunporl 


saul : ai 


man-made 


manilla n. a metal bracelet used by some African 
peoples as a medium of exchange. [Spanish, prob- 
ably a diminutive of mano ‘hand’, from Latin manus} 

man in the street 7. (US also man on the street) 
an ordinary average person.. * 

manioc 7. I cassava. 2 the flour made from it. 
{from Tupi (Brazilian) mandioca| 

manipulate «./7, 1 handle, treat, or use, esp. skilfully 
2 manage (a person, situation, etc.) to one’s own 
advantage, esp. unfairly or  unscrupulously. 
3 manually examine and treat (a part of the body). 
4 Computing alter, edit, or move (text, data, etec.). 
jinfluenced by French manzpuler| Q manipulable 
adj. manipulation 7. manipulator 7. manipu- 
latory ad). 

manipulative adj. 1 characterized by unscrupu- 
lous exploitation for one’s own ends. 2 of or 
concerning manipulation. 0 manipulatively azo. 
manipulativeness 7. 

mankind ». 1 the human species. 2 male people, as 
distinct from female. 


a Usage Some people consider the use of mankind 
in sense | as sexist and prefer where possible to use 
humankind or the human race instead. 


manky ad. (mankier, mankiest) Art. collog. 
1 bad, inferior, defective. 2 dirty. 
manly ad. (manlier, manliest) 1 having good 
qualities associated with men, such as courage, 
frankness, etc. 2 (of a woman) mannish. 3 (of 
things, qualities, etc.) befitting a man. O manli- 
ness 2. 
man-made adj. (esp. of a textile fibre) made by 
man, artificial, synthetic. 


sified according to how many guns they | 
carried, the largest vessels being armed 

with more than 100 guns. The ships went 
into battle in single file so that broadsides 
from the multiple gun decks would have 


3: ms ot 
maximum effect. 


4 


“Lo mainmast 


main topsail 


_ mizzen-mast 


MULZZEN 
topgallant sail 


a signal flags 


spanker 


saul 


\ quarte) 


callotios 


\ \ rudder 


\ keel 


quarterdeck | 


| 
poop deck | 


manna 


manana 7. | the substance miraculously supplied as 
food to the Israelites in the wilderness (Exod. 16). 
2 an unexpected benefit (manna from heaven). 
3 spiritual nourishment, esp. the Eucharist. 4 the 
sweet dried juice from the manna-ash and other 
plants, used as a mild laxative. [from Hebrew man| 

manned adj. (of an aircraft, spacecraft, etc.) having 
a human crew. 

mannequin 7. 1 a fashion model. 2 a window 
dummy. [French, literally ‘manikin’] 

manner 7. 1 a way a thing is done or happens. 2 (in 
pl.) social behaviour (i 1s bad manners to stare). 3 a 
person’s outward bearing etc. (has an imperious 
manner). 4 a a style in literature etc. (in the manner of 
Rembrandt). b = MANNERISM 2a. 5 archaic a kind or sort 
(what manner of man is he?). 0 all manner of many 
different kinds of. by all (or no) manner of 
means se¢ MEANS. in a manner of speaking in 
some sense; to some extent. to the manner born 
collog. naturally at ease in a specified job etc. [based 
on Latin manus ‘hand’ 

mannered ad). 1 (in com).) behaving in a specified 
way (il-mannered). 2 (of a style, artist, etc.) showing 
idiosyncratic mannerisms. 3 (of a person) eccen- 
trically affected in behaviour. 

mannerism 7. 1 a habitual gesture or way of 
speaking etc. 2 a excessive use of a distinctive style in 
art or literature. b a stylistic trick. 0 mannerist 7. 
manneristic adj. 

mannerly ad. well-mannered; polite. O mannerli- 
ness 2. 

mannikin var. of tNikiN. 

mannish adj. 1 usu. derog (of a woman) masculine 
in appearance or manner. 2 characteristic of a 
mail. O mannishly adv. mannishness 2. 

manoeuvre ((/S maneuver) @ 7. 1 a planned and 
controlled movement or series of moves. 2 (in pl.) a 
large-scale exercise of troops etc. 3 a skilful or 
artful plan. @ v. (-ring) 1 itr. G tr perform or cause 
to perform a manoeuvre (manoeuured the car). 2 intr. G 
i, perform or cause (troops etc.) to perform military 
manoewvres. 3 a ty (usu. foll. by into, out, away) force, 
drive, or manipulate (a person, thing, etc.) by 
scheming or adroitness. b intr. use artifice. [based 
on Latin manus ‘hand’ + operari ‘to work’| 
Oo manoeuvrable ad. manoeuvrability 2. 

man of God 7. 1 a clergyman. 2 a male saint. 

man of honour 7. a man whose word can be 
trusted. 

man of letters 7. a scholar or author. 

man of sense 2. ( /em. woman of sense) a saga- 
cious person. 

man of straw 7. 1 an imaginary person set up as 
an opponent. 2 a stuffed effigy. 3 a person under- 
taking a financial commitment without adequate 
means. 4a sham argument set up to be defeated. 

man of the house 2. the male head of a house- 
hold. 

man of the moment 7. a man of importance at a 
particular time. 

man of the world see wor. 

man-of-war 2. (//. men-of-war) 1 esp. fis!. < an 
armed ship, esp. of a specified country. 2 a frigate 
bird. 

manometer 7. a pressure gauge for gases and 
liquids. [based on Greek manos ‘thin’] 0 mano- 
metric ad). 

man on the street (/S var. of MAN IN THI. STREET. 

manor 7. 1 (also manor house) a large country 
house with lands. 2 Brit. hist. a feudal lordship over 
lands. 3 Brit. collog. the district covered by a police 
station. [from Old French mane ‘dwelling’| 
oO manorial adj. 

manpower n. 1 the power generated by a man 
working, 2 the number of people available or 
required for work, service, etc, 

manqué /mong-kay/ ad. (placed after noun) that 
might have heen but is not (a comic actor manque). 
[French, literally ‘missed’] 


near-vertical 
| lower slope 


upper slope 


MANSARD ROOF 


mansard 7. Aa roof which has four sloping sides, 
each of which becomes steeper halfway down. 
{from French mansarde, named after F. Mansart, 
French architect, 1598 1666] 

manse 7. the house of a minister, esp. a Scottish 
Presbyterian. [from medieval Latin mansus ‘house’] 

manservant 7. (//. menservants) a male servant. 

mansion 7. 1 a large house. 2 (usu. in pl.) Brit. a 
large building divided into flats. [from Latin mansio 
‘a staying’, related to Manse] 

man-size ad). (also man-sized) 1 of the size of a 
man; very large. 2 big enough for a man. 

manslaughter 7. 1 the killing of a human being. 
2 Law the unlawful killing of a human being with- 
out malice aforethought. 

manta 7. a large plankton-eating ray of the family 
Mobulidae, esp. Afania birostris, having winglike 
pectoral fins and a whip-like tail. > ray. [Latin 
American Spanish, literally ‘large blanket’] 

mantel n. 1 = santennece 1. 2 = MANrerstiiee. 

mantelpiece x. 1 a structure of wood, marble, etc. 
above and around a fireplace. 2 = Manet sHELF. 

mantelshelf 7. a shelf above a fireplace. 

mantilla 7. a lace scarf worn by Spanish women 
over the hair and shoulders. [Spanish, literally 
‘little cloak’} 

mantis 7. (//. same or mantises) a predatory 
insect of the family Mantidae, which waits for prey 
with its forelegs raised and folded like hands in 
prayer. [Greek, literally ‘prophet’] 

mantle e 7. 1 a loose sleeveless cloak, esp. of a 
woman. 2 a covering (a manile of snow). 3 a fragile 
lacehke tube fixed round a gas jet to give an incan- 
descent light. 4 the region between the crust and 
the core of the Earth. > Kartu. @ «é clothe in or as 
if ina mantle; cover, envelop. (from Latin mantellum 
‘cloak’ | 

mantra 7. a word or sound repeated to aid concen- 
tration m meditation, originally in Hinduism and 
Buddhism. [Sanskrit, literally ‘instrument — of 
thought} 

mantrap 7. a trap for catching trespassers ete. 

manual e adj. 1 of or done with the hands (manual 
labour). 2 (of a machine etc.) worked by hand. 
e 2. 1 aa book of instructions; a handbook. b any 
small book. 2 an organ keyboard played with the 
hands not the feet. & orcan. [from Latin manuals] 

manually adv. 


manufacture e 7. 1 a the making of articles, esp. 
in a factory etc. b a branch of industry (woollen 
manufacture). 2 esp. derog. the merely mechanical 
production of literature etc. @ u./z 1 make (articles), 
esp. on an industrial scale. 2 invent or fabricate 
(evidence etc,). 3 esp. derog make or produce in a 
mechanical way. [based on Latin manufactum ‘made 
by hand’] o manufacturability 1. manufac- 
turable ad). manufacturer rn. 

manunmit 2/7, (manumitted, manumitting) /i/. 
set (a slave) free. [from Latin manumillere ‘to send 
forth from the hand’| OG manumission np. 

manure @ 7. 1 animal dung, esp. Bri. of horses, 
used for fertilizing lancl. 2 any compost or artificial 
fertilizer. @ v.tr (also absol.) apply manure to (land 
ol 


map 


manuscript @ 7. 1 text written by hand. 2 9 an 
author’s handwritten or typed text. 3 handwritten 
form (produced in manuscript). @ adj. written by hand. 
[from medieval Latin manuscriptus, literally “written 
by hand’] 


MANUSCRIPT OF ALICE IN WONDERLAND 
BY LEWIS CARROLL 


Manx e adj. of the Isle of Man. @ x. 1 vst. the former 
Celtic language of the Isle of Man. 2 (prec. by the; 
treated as pl.) the Manx people. 

Manx cat n. a tailless variety of cat. > cal 

Manx shearwater 7. a brownish-black and white 
shearwater, Puffinus puffinus, of Atlantic and 
Mediterranean waters. 

many (more, most) @ de. (used with countable 
nouns) great in number; numerous (many times). 
@ pron. (treated as pl.) 1 a large number (many went). 
2 (prec. by the) the majority of people. 0 a good (or 
great) many a large number. as many the same 
number of (szx mistakes in as many lines). many’s the 
time often. many a time many times. [Old 
English] 

Maoism / firs! part rhymes with cow/ n. the Gommu- 
nist doctrines of Mao Zedong (d. 1976), Chinese 
statesman. O Maoist n. & ad). 

Maori /mow-ri; first part rhymes with cow/ @ n. (pi. 
same or Maoris) 1 a member of the Polynesian 
aboriginal people of New Zealand. 2. their 
language. [native name] 

map e 7. 1 a ¥ a usu. flat representation of the 
Earth’s surface, or part of it. & aZiMurHAL PROJECTION, 
MILRCAPOR PROJECTION, RENEE Map. b a diagram of a 
route etc. 2 a two-dimensional representation of 
the stars etc. 3 a diagram showing the components 
of a thing. 4 slang the face. @ utr (mapped, 
mapping) I represent on a map. 2 Afath. associate 
each eleiment of (a set) with an element of another 
set. map out arrange in detail; plan. off the map 
collog. 1 of no account; obsolete. 2 very distant. on 
the map collog. prominent, important. [based on 
medieval Latin mappa mundi, literally ‘sheet of the 
world] O mapper 7. 


compass dwelling enlarged — xenadland 
points welion 
PJ 
| ‘aes a cl 
f 
/ 
$e, 
Dé | 
1 1 
pond ¥._. Fl 
z . y 
> 
u 
road | — contow 
fine 


a ed 


MAP OF A VILLAGL AND 
SURROUNDING COULNTRYSIDI 


maple 


maple 7. 1 (also maple tree) any tree or shrub of 
the genus Acer grown for shade, ornament, wood, 
or its sugar. 2 the wood of the maple. 
[Old English mapeltreow ‘maple 
tree | 

maple leaf 7. » the 
leaf of the maple, 
used as an emblem 
of Canada. 

maple sugar 7. a 
sugar produced 
by evaporating the 
sap of the sugar maple 
ee / 

maple syrup 7.asyrup // MAPLE LEAF 
produced from the sap “ 
of the sugar maple etc 


(Acer saccharinum) 


map-read w.ini7. (esp. as map-reading 7.) consult 
and interpret a map. 0 map-reader n. 

map reference 7. a set of numbers and letters 
specifying a location as represented on a map 

maquette 7. 1 a sculptor’s small prelimimary model 
in wax, clay, etc. 2 a prelimmary sketch. [from Ital- 
ian machretta ‘litde spot’ 

Maquis /ma-kee/ ». { p/. same) 1 the French resist- 
ance movement during the German occupation 

1940 +5). 2 a member of this. [French, literally 

‘brushwood | 

Mar. abbr. March. 

mar 7/7. (marred, marring) 1 impair the perfec- 
ion of; spoil; cishgure. 2 archaic rum, [Old English 
merran ‘to hinder’ | 

marabou 7. (also mara- i 
bout) 1 m a large W. 
African stork. Leptoptilos 
crumeniferus. 2 a tuft of 
its down 
trimming for hats 
etc. [from Arabi 
murabit “holy man’, 
the — stork 
regarded as holy] 


used as a 


= 
Sd 
being MARABOU 
(Leptoptilos 


crumeniferus) 


maraca 77. a hollow 


marcasite n. ® a bronze- 
yellow crystalline iron sul- 
phide mineral, used as a 
semi-precious stone, [from 
Persian] 

March ». the third month 
of the year. [from Latin 
Martius (mensis) ‘(month) 
of Mars’| 

march! e 2. 1 ini (usu. 
foll. by away, off, out, a 
ete.) walk in a military 
manner with a regular 
tread. 2 tr (often foll. by 
away, on, off, etc.) cause 
to march or walk. 3 ini 
a walk or proceed stead- 
ily, esp. across country, 

b continue unrelentingly 
(time marches on). 4 intr. take part in a protest march. 
en. 1 athe act of marching. b the uniform step of 
troops ete. {a slow march), 2 a long difficult walk. 3 a 
procession as a demonstration, 4 (usu. foll. by of 
progress or continuity (te march of events). 5 music to 
accompany a march. O march on 1 advance 
towards (a military objective). 2 proceed. on the 
march I marching. 2 in steady progress. [based on 
Late Latin marcus “hammer | 0 marcher 7. 


marcasite 
crystals 


MARCASITE 


march? pn. /iis/. 1 (usu. in pl.) a boundary, a frontier 
(esp. of the borderland between England and Scot- 
land or Wales). 2 a tract of often disputed land 
between two countries. [from Old French marche, 
related to arvRK | 
March hare n. a hare in the breeding season, char- 
acterized by exuberant behaviour, etc. 
marching orders 71./)/. 1 .\/:/. the direction 
for troops to depart for war etc. 2 a dis- 
missal. 
marchioness 7. 1 the wife 
or widow of a marquess. 2 a 
woman holding the rank of 
marquess in her own right. 
[based on medieval Latin 
marchio “captain of the 


clublike gourd or . 
b : = : 4 marches | 
gourd-shaped container filled with kf h see rt hi f 
F \ marc as n. the marching o 
beans etc. and usu. shaken in pairs as » P ; : a Ome 
PME POLIS CICTT LIST RITTCTATe Se RC TICE a iy troops past a saluting point at a review, 
i rcuss § CH ORGHLSTRA, a 4 ; 
a ussion. [Portuguese] 7 @ «nly, (of troops) carry out a march past, 
s , gues 4 5 ; j : 
. ; ; 1 r ras i. Shrove Tuesday ir 
maraschino /ma-ra-skee-noli/ n. ( p/.-os) a ; Ma ig Sette la ; : ‘ io day 
: : some Catholic countries. b a carniva 
strong sweet liqueur made from small black : : ; 
Dalmatian cherries. [Italian] on this day. 2 the last day of a carnival etc 
teal STI ae pe herr ore 4 |French, literally ‘fat “Luesday’| 
2rry 7. é € I f 1 tn : “quine ani 
Ronee nmancacehinc incase ria ; mare’ 7. the female of any equine aninial, 
dccanencnucinicen ened esp. the horse. [Old English mearh *horse’| 
31 lt , 4 SC 


marathon ». 1 a long-distance running 
race. usu. of 26 miles 385 vards 142.195 km) 
2 a long-lasting or difficult task, operation, etc 
{from \@athon in Greece, from where a messenger 
is said to have run to Athens with news of 
victory, (+90 i )| 


i military 


maraud ». 1 i/). make a plundering raid. 2 @ plun- 
der (a place). [from French marauder, from maraud 


‘rogue | OQ marauder 7. 


marble e 7, I limestone in a metamorphic crys- 
talline (or granular) state, and capable of taking a 
polish, used in sculpture and architecture, > Mit \- 
rocks. 2 (often alii) anything made ol 
a marble clock). 3 aa small hall of glass ete 
as a toy. b (in pl: treated as sing.) a game using 
4 (in pl) slang one’s mental faculties (he’s lost 
les). 5 (in ply a collection of sculptures (Elgin 
@ 7./ iesp. as marbled adj.) stain or colou 


MORPHIC 


marble 


\Vfarh fev 
to ook 


like variegated marble. {from Greek 
marmaroy “shining stone’ | 
marble cake 1. a cake with a mottled appearance, 


made of light and dark spong: 
marbling »/. 1 colouring or marking like marble. 
2 streaks of fat in lean meat 
refuse ol 


marc 7. 1 the pres d gra 


brandy made from this. [French| 


198 


“Ss  mare® 7. (//. maria or mares) 1 any of a 
number of large dark flat areas on the surface 

of the Moon, once thought to be seas. 2 a siniila 
area on Mars. [{Latin, literally ‘sea’| 

mare’s nest 7. an illusory discovery. 

mare’s tail 7. 1 a tall slender marsh plant, Hippurs 
vulgaris, 2 (in pl.) long swaight streaks of cirrus cloud. 

margarine 7. a butter substitute made from 
vegetable oils or animal fats with milk etc. [based 
on Greek margaron ‘pearl’, from its lustre] 

margarita n. a cocktail made with tequila and 
citrus fruit juice. {Spanish equivalent of the given 
name Margaret| 


margay 7. a small wild 5S. American cat, Felis wezedii. 
[from ‘Tupi (Brazilian) mbaracaia| 

marge 7. Bri. collug. margarine. 

margin @ 7. I the edge or border of a surface. 
2 a the blank border on each side of the print ona 
page etc. b a line ruled esp. on exercise paper, 
marking off a margin. 3 an amount (of time, 
money, ete.) by which a thing exceeds, falls short. 
ete. 4 the lower limit 

marginal e ad. 1 a of or written in a margin. 
b having marginal notes. 2 a of or at the edge. 
b not significant ot 
3 Brit. (esp. of a parliamentar 


clecisive (of marginal interest 


seat) having a small 


marionette 


majority at risk in an election. 4 close to 
the limit, esp. of profitability. 5 barely 
adequate; unprovided for, @ n. Brit. a 
marginal constituency or seat. 0 mar- 
ginality 7. marginally adv. 
marginalia n.p/. marginal notes. [medi- 
eval Latin] 
marginalize utr. (also -ise) make or 
treat as insignificant. 0 marginaliza- 
tion 7. 
marguerite /mar-gé-reet/ 7. an ox-eye 
daisy. [French, literally ‘Margaret’] 
maria pi. of marr’. 
mariachi 7”. (in Mexico) a musi- 
cian performing traditional folk 
music. [Mexican Spanish, ‘street 
singer | 


chalk 


groundmass 


marigold 7. » any plant of the 
genus Calendula or Tagetes, with 
golden or bright yellow 
flowers. > tiers. [Middle 
English, from .\fary + 
earlier chalect gold, the 
corn or garden mari- 
gold] 

marijuana /ma-ri-yooah-ni/ 
n. (also marihuana) 1 the 
dried leaves, flowering tops, 
and stems of the hemp, used 

as a drug and usu. smoked in 
cigarettes; cannabis. 2 the 

plant yielding these. [Latin 
American Spanish] 


MARIGOLD 
(Calendula officinalis) 


matllel marimba 7). 1 a kind of 


xylophone. 2 9 a mod- 
ern orchestral instru- 
ment derived from this. 
[Congolese] 


resonating 
metal 
lubes 


MARIMBA 


marina /. a specially designed harbour with moor- 
ings for pleasure yachts etc. [based on Latin mannus 
‘marine ’| 

marinade e 7, 1 a mixture of wine, vinegar, oil. 
spices, etc. 2 meat, fish, etc., soaked in such a mix- 
ture. @ wf. = Maninwie. [from Spanish marnada] 

marinate 2/7 soak in a marinade. [from French 
mariner] O marination 7. 

marine @ adj. 1 of, found in, or produced by the sea. 
2 a of shipping or naval matters. b for use at sea. 
ex. La country’s shipping, fleet, or navy. 2 a soldier 
trained to serve on land or sea. [Latin mare ‘sea’] 

mariner 7. 2 sailor. 

marionette 7. ¥ a puppet worked by strings. [from 
French, based on the name Marion] 


MARIONETTES 


marital 


marital adj. of marriage or the relations between 
husband and wife. [based on Latin maritus ‘hus- 
band’] o maritally adv. 

maritime ad. 1 connected with the sea or seafar- 
ing, 2 living or found near the sea. [from Latin 
mantimus| 

marjoram 7. an aromatic herb used as a flavouring 
in cookery. > Hes. [from medieval Latin majorana] 

mark'e 7. 1 a trace, sign, stain, scar, etc., on a face, 
page, etc. 2 (esp. in comb.) a a written or printed 
symbol (guestion mark). b a numerical or alphabet- 
ical award denoting excellence, conduct, etc. (a good 
mark for effort). 3 (usu. foll. by of ) a sign or indication 
of quality, character, etc. (as a mark of respect). 4 a 
sign, seal, etc., used for distinction or identification. 
5 aa target, object, goal, etc. (missed the mark). ba 
standard for attainment (his work falls below the mark). 
6 a marker. 7 (usu. Mark) (followed by a numeral) 
a particular design etc., of a car etc. (Mark 2 model). 
8 a runner’s starting point in a race. @ v.t7, 1 a make 
a mark on (a thing or person), esp. by writing, 
cutting, etc. b put a distinguishing or identifying 
mark, name, etc., on (marked the tree with their initials). 
2 a allot marks to (a student’s work ctc.). b record 
(the points gained in games etc.). 3 (often foll. by by) 
show or manifest (displeasure etc.) (marked his anger 
by leaving early). 4 notice or observe (she marked his 
agitation). 5 a characterize or be a feature of (a day 
marked by storms). b celebrate (marked the occasion with 
a@ toast). 6 name or indicate by a sign or mark, 
7 a Brit. keep close to so as to prevent the free 
movement of (an opponent in sport). b Auséral. 
Rules catch (the ball). 8 (as marked adj.) having 
natural marks (marked with silver spots). D beside (or 
off or wide of) the mark 1 irrelevant. 2 not 
accurate. make one’s mark attain distinction. 
mark down 1 mark (goods etc.) at a lower price. 
2 make a written note of. 3 reduce the examination 
marks of. mark off (often foll. by from) separate 
(one thing from another) by a boundary etc. mark 
out 1 plan (a course of action etc.). 2 destine 
(marked out for success). 3 trace out boundaries ete. 
mark time 1 \/i/. march on the spot, without 
moving forward. 2 act routinely. 
3 await an opportunity to advance. 
mark up 1 mark (goods etc.) at a 
higher price. 2 mark or correct (text ete.) for 
typesetting or alteration. mark you esp. Bri/. 
please note (zi/houl obligation, mark you). off the 
mark 1 having made a start. 2 = beside the mark (see 
MARK). Of mark noteworthy. on the mark ready 
to start. on your mark (or marks) (as an instruc- 
tion) get ready to start (esp. a race). up to the 
mark reaching the usual or normal standard. [Old 
English] 

mark? n. = DeviscuMarx. [Old English] 

markdown 7. a reduction in price. 

marked adj. 1 having a visible mark. 2 clearly no- 
ticeable (a marked difference). 3 (of playing carcls) 
having distinctive marks to assist cheating. 
O markedly ad. markedness ». 

marked man 7. 1 a person whose conduct is 
watched with suspicion or hostility, 2 a person 
destined to succeed. 

marker 7. 1 a stone, post, etc., used to mark a place 
reached etc, 2 a person or thing that marks. 3 a felt- 
tipped pen with a broad tip. 4a person who records 
a score, esp. in billiards. 

market e 7. 1 the gathering of people for the pur- 
chase and sale of provisions, livestock, etc. 2 an open 
space or covered building used for this. 3 a (often 
foll. by for) a demand for a commodity or service (a 
ready market). b a place or group providing such a 
demand (UA market). 4 conditions as regards, or 
opportunity for, buying or selling. 5 the rate of 
purchase and sale, market value (the market fell). 
6 (prec. by the) the trade in a specificd commodity 
(the corn market). @ v. (marketed, marketing) 1 /r. 
sell. 2 ¢ offer for sale. 3 intr, buy or sell goods in a 
market. o be in the market for wish to buy. be 
on (or come into, the market be offered for sale. 


<a 


put on the market offer for salc. [based on Latin 
mercatus ‘hought’| 0 marketing n. 

marketable adj. able or fit to be sold. 0 market- 
ability n. 

market cross n. a structure erected in a market 
place, originally a stone cross, later an arcaded 
building. 

marketeer 7. 1 Bri. a supporter of the EEC and 
British membership of it. 2 a marketer. 

market garden 7. esp. Brit. a place where vege- 
tables and fruit are grown for the market etc. 
oc market gardener 7. 

market maker 2. Byi!. a member of the Stock 
Exchange granted certain privileges and trading 
to prescribed regulations. 

market place 7. 1 an open space where a market 
is held in a town. 2 the arena of competitive or 
commercial dealings, bargaining, etc. 

market price 2. the price in current dealings. 

market research 7. the study of consumers’ needs 
and preferences. 0 market researcher 7. 

market town 1. Bri/. a town where a market is 
held. 

market value 7. valuc as a saleable thing. 

marking 7. (usu. in //.) 1 an identification mark, 
esp. a symbol on an aircraft. 2 a mark or pattern of 
marks on an anunal’s fur, skin, etc. 

marksman 7. (//. -men) a person skilled in shoot- 
ing, esp. with a pistol or rifle. O marksmanship 2. 

mark-up 1. 1 the amount added to the cost price of 
goods to cover overhead charges etc. 2 the correc- 
tions made in marking up text. 

marl e 7. soil consisting of clay and lime, with fertil- 
izing properties. @ v./z apply marl to. [from Latin 
marga| B marly ad). 

marlin 7. ¥ any of various large marine fish of the 

genera .VMakaira and Tetrapterus, with 
a long pointed upper jaw. [from 
MARLINSPIKE, With reference to its 
pointed snout] 


€ 
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MARLIN: STRIPED MARLIN 
(Telraplerus audax) 


marlinspike ». (also marline-spike), \au/. a pomt- 
ed iron tool used to separate sands of rope or 
wire. [originally apparently marling-spike, from marl 
‘fasten with marline’] 

marmalade 7. a preserve of citrus fruit, usu. Sev- 
ille oranges, made like jam. [from Portuguese mar- 
melada ‘quince jam | 

marmalade cat 7. a cat with mottled or striped 
orange fur. 

Marmite n. Bril. prop: a preparation made from 
yeast extract and vegetable extract, used in sand- 
wiches and for flavouring, [ French, literally ‘cooking 
pot’ 

marmoreal «adj. poel. of or like marble. [related to 
\IARBLI.] O marmor- 
eally adz. 


Q 


marmoset /). » 
anv of several 
small tropical 
American mon- 
keys of the famuly 
Calhthricidae. 
having a long silky 
coat and a bushy 
tail. [from Old 
French marmouset 
‘grotesque 
mnage’. of 
unknown 
origin | 


MARMOSET: COMMON MARMOSE1 
(Gallithrin jacchus) 


marriage of convenience 


marmot 7. < any burrowing 
rodent of the genus Marmota, 
with a heavy-set body and 
short bushy tail, living in 
colonies. [from French 
marmolte| 
Maronite e 7. a mem- 
her of a Christian sect 
of Syrian origin, living 
chiefly in Lebanon. 
e adj. of or relating to 
the Maronites. [from 
Maro, name of 
the 5th-century 
Syrian founder] 
maroon! e adj. 
brownish crim- 
son. @ 7. 1 this 
colour, 2 esp. 
an explosive device giving a loud report. [from 
French marron ‘chestnut’| 
maroon? 1/7, 1 leave (a person) isolated in a deso- 
late place (esp. an island). 2 (of a person or a 
natural phenomenon) cause (a person) to be unable 
to leave a place. @ 7. 1 a person descended from a 
group of fugitive slaves in the remoter parts of 
Surinam and the W, Indies. 2 a marooned person. 
[based on Spanish cimarron ‘wild’| 
marque 7. a make of car, as clistinct from a specific 
modlel (the Jaguar marque). [French, literally ‘mark’| 
marquee /mat-kee/ n. 1 esp. Bri. a large tent used 
for social or commercial functions. 2 \. Amer a 
rooflike projection over the entrance to a theatre, 
hotel, etc. [based on marauisk, taken as pl.] 


MARMOT: BOBAK MARM()'l 
(Mfarmota bobak) 


marquess 77. a British nobleman ranking between 
a duke and an earl (cf. Marocis). [variant of avRauis] 
0 marquessate /. 
miarquetry /mar-kit-ri/ 7. inlaid work in wood, 
ivory, etc. [from French marquetene| 
marquis 7, a forcign nobleman ranking 
between a duke and a count (cf. mMarqurss). 
{from Old French marchis| 0 marquisate n. 
marquise /mar-keez/ n. 1 the wife or widow 
of a marquis, 2 a woman holding the rank of 
marquis in her own right (cf. marctioniss). [French 
fem. of maravis] 
marram 7. ® a shore 
grass, Ammophila 
arenaria, that binds 
sand with its tough 
rhizomes. {from 
Old Norse mardlmr| 
marriage 7. 1 the legal 
union of a man and a 
woman in order to hve 
together and often to 
have children. 2 an act 
or ceremony establish- 
ing this union. 3 an in- 
timate union (the marriage 
of true minds). a by 
marriage as a result of a marriage (related by 
marrage). in marriage as husband or wife (give in 
marriage, lake in marriage). [from Old French mariage] 


MARRAM 
(Ammophila arenaria) 


marriageable ad. 1 fit for marriage, esp. old or 
rich enough to marry. 2 (of age) fil for marriage. 
Oo marriageability 2. 

marriage bureau 7. an establishment arranging 
introductions between persons wishing to marry, 

marriage certificate 7. a certificate certifying 

the completion of a marrage ceremony. 
marriage guidance 7. (in the UK: 
counselling of couples who have prob- 

lems in married life, 

marriage licence 2. a licence to marry. 

marriage lines 7.f/. Bri. a marriage cerufi- 
cule, 

marriage of convenience 7. a marriage con- 
cluded to achieve some practical purpose, esp. fi- 
nancial or political. 
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marriage settlement 


| MARS 


The fourth planet from the 
Sun, and the outermost rocky 
planet, Mars is known as the 
red planet because of the red 
iron-oxide dust that covers its 
surface. In its northern hemi- 
sphere are many vast plains 
formed of solidified lava. The 
southern hemisphere is pitted 
with craters and large impact 
basins. Mars’ several huge, 

» extinct volcanoes include 
Olympus Mons, the biggest 
known volcano in the solar 
system. The Martian atmos- 
phere is much thinner than 

; that of Earth, with only a few 
clouds and morning mists. 
Mars is orbited by two tiny 
moons, Phobos and Deimos. 


north polar ice 
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marriage settlement 7. an arrangement sccuring 
property between spouses. 

married e adj. 1 united in marriage. 2 of or relat- 
ing to marriage (married name, marned life). @ n. (usu. 
in pl.) a married person ( young marrieds). 

marron glacé /ma-ron gla-say/ 7. (pl. marrons 
glacés pronunc. same) a chestnut preserved in and 
coated with sugar. [French, literally ‘iced chestnut’| 

marrow 7. 1 Sri. (in full vegetable marrow) aa 
large usu. white-fleshed edible gourd. > veciivpi. 
b the plant, Cucurbita pepo, yielding this. 2 (in full 
bone marrow) a soft fatty substance in the cav- 
ities of bones, in which blood cells are produced. 
3 the essential part. 0 to the marrow night 
through. [Old English] 

marrowbone 7. a bone containing edible marrow. 

marrowfat n. a kind of large pea. 

marry v. (-ies, -ied) 1 ¢ a take as one’s wife or 
husband m marriage. b (often foll. by fo) (of a priest 
etc.) Jom (persons) in marriage. ¢ (of a parent or 
guardian) give (a son, daughter, etc.) in marriage. 
2 intr. a enter into marriage. b (foll. by n/a) become 
a member of (a family) by marriage. 3 (@% a unite 
inumately. b correlate (things) as a pair. O marry 
off find a wife or husband for. marry up (often 
foll. by wth) link or join up. [from Latin maritare] 

marrying adj. likely or inclined to marry (nol a 
marrying man}. 

Mars 7. A a reddish planet, fourth in order of 
distance from the Sun and next beyond the Earth. 
EB SOLAR SYSTLM 

Marsala 7. a dark sweet fortified dessert wine. 
[from .Marnala, a town in Sicily] 

Marseillaise /mar-say-ayz/ n. the national an- 
them of France, [French] 

marsh 2. (often allrbs low land flooded im wet 
weather and usu. watery at all times, [Old English] 
O marshy adj. (marshier, marshiest). marshi- 
ness 7. 

marshal e 1. 1 a (in tithes of ranks) a high-ranking 
officer in the armed forces (Marshal of the Rayal An 
Force). boa Iigh-ranking officer of (Earl 
Alarshal). 2 arranging ceremonies. 
controlling procedure at races, etc. 3 US aa federal 
or municipal law officer. b the head of a fire 
department. @ vl, (marshalled, marshalling; 
{'S marshaled, marshaling; arrange (solcliers. 


state 


an officer 


S00 


dust 
sforne 


Talles 
AMarinerts 
canyon 
south polar — system 


ice cap 


crust. 40 30 km 
(25 31 miles) thick 


MARS. WITH INTERNAL 
STRUCTURE REVEALED 


facts, one’s thoughts, etc.) in due order. [from Late 
Latin manycalcus, literally ‘horse-servant’] 

marshalling yard 7. an area in which goods trains 
etc. are assembled. 

Marshal of the Royal Air Force 1. an officer of 
the highest rank in the Royal Air Foree. 

marsh gas 7. methane. 

marsh harrier 7. a Ewropean harrier, Circus aerug- 
inosus (SCE HARRILRY), 


marsh hawk »..\. Amer. = HUN HARRIE. 
marshland n. land consisting of marshes. 


MARSUPIAL 
Marsupials are distinguished by the way 
their offspring develop. Following a brief 

| gestation period, the female gives birth to 
small, extremely immature young, which 
make their way into a pouch (marsupium) 


| EXAMPLES OF MARSUPIALS 


MEN PM 


pony 


long hind 
legs and 
feet 


RED KANGAROO 
(Alacropus rufus) | 


VIRGINIA OPOSSUM 
(\Didelphis virginiana) 


martinet 


marshmallow 2. a soft sweet made of sugar, albu- 
men, gelatin, etc. 

marsh mallow 7. a shrubby herbaceous plant, 
Althaea officinalis, the roots of which were formerly 
used to make marshmallow.» 

marsh marigold 7.» a 
golden-flowered plant, 
Caltha palustris (butter- 
cup family), growing in 
moist meadows etc. 

marsupial e 7. ¥ any 
mammal of the order 
Marsupialia, usu. carry- 
mg and suckling its 
young in a pouch. @ ad). 
of or belonging to this 
order. [based on Greek 
marsupion “‘pouch’| 

mart n. 1 a trade centre. 
2 an auction room. 3 aa 
market. b a market place. [from 
obsolete Dutch variant of markt ‘market’] 

Martello 2. ( p/. -os) (also Martello tower) a small 
circular fort, usu. on the coast. [alteration of Cape 
Mortella in Corsica, where such a tower proved diffi- 
cult to capture (1794)} 

marten 7. any weasel-like carnivore of the genus 
Marltes, having valuable fur. > musreip. [from Old 
French (peau) martrine ‘marten (fur)’| 

martial adj. 1 of or appropriate to warfare. 2 war- 
like, brave; fond of fighting. [from Latin martialis ‘of 
Mars’| G martially adv, 

martial arts 7./)/. fighting sports such as judo and 
karate. 


MARSH MARIGOLD 
(Caltha palustris) 


martial law 7. military government, involving the 
suspension of ordinary law. 

Martian e aq). of the planet Mars. e 7. a hypothet- 
ical inhabitant of Mars. [from Latin Martanus| 

martin 7. a kind of swallow of the family Hirun- 
dinidae, esp. the house martin and sand martin. 
[late Middle English, from the forename Martin] 

martinet 7. a strict (esp. military or naval) discip- 
linarian, [named after J. Martinet, 17th-century 
French drill-master]* 


on the outside of the mother’s abdomen. 
There they attach themselves to a nipple 
and continue to grow and develop. Found 
mainly in Australasia, this mammal order 
contains some 250 species. 


: iy 


f KOALA 
(Phascolarctos 
cinereus) 


WOMBAT 
(Lombatidae ursinus) 


martingale 


martingale 7.» a strap, or set of straps, 
fastened at one end to the noseband or 
reins of a horse and at the other end to 
the girth, to assist control. > sHow- 
jumpinc. [French] 

martyr ez. 1 aa person who 
is put to death for refusing 
to renounce a faith or be- 
lief. b a person 
who suffers for 
adhering to 
a principle, 
cause, etc. 
c a person 
who suffers or 
pretends to suffer in order 
to obtain sympathy or pity. 
2 (foll. by é) a constant 
sufferer from (an ailment). 
@ vir 1 put to death as a 
martyr. 2 torment. [from 
Greek martur ‘witness’ | 

martyrdom 7. 1 the suffer- 
ings and death of a martyr. 2 torment. 

martyrology 2. (//. -ies) 1 a list or register of mar- 
tyrs. 2 the history of martyrs. G martyrological 
adj. martyrologist n. 

marvel e 7. 1 a wonder(ul person or thing. 2 (foll. 
by of) a wonderful example of (a quality). @ wintr. 
(marvelled, marvelling; LS marveled, mar- 
veling) literary (foll. by al, or that + clause) feel sur- 
prise or wonder. [based on Late Latin murabilia 
‘things to be wondered at’] 

marvellous adj. (US marvelous) 1 astonishing. 
2 excellent, 0 marvellously adv. 

Marxism 7. the political and economic theories of 
Karl Marx, predicting the revolutionary overthrow 
of capitalism by the proletariat and the eventual at- 
tamment of a classless communist society. 0 Marx- 
ist n. G ad). 

marzipan e 7. a paste of ground almonds, sugar, 
etc., used in confectionery and to coat cakes. @ w/z. 
(marzipanned, marzipanning) with 
marzipan. [from Italian marzapane| 

Masai /mass-I/ e 7. (pl. same or Masais) 1 ¥ a 
member of a pastoral people of mainly Hamitic 
stock living in Kenya and Tanzania. 2 the language 
of the Masai. @ adj. of or relating to the Masai o1 
their language. [Bantu] 


girth with 
martingale 
attached 


cover 


elder’s short 
, staff 


beaded 


necklace 


Sly 


sailing | 
brush =— 


ee ' =a 
traditional | sandals 
dress (rubeka) MASAI FAMILY (namuka) 


masala ». 1 any of various spice mixtures for use in 
Indian cookery. 2 a dish flavoured with this. 

mascara 7. a cosmetic for darkening the eyelashes. 
> maki-vr. Italian, literally “mask’] 


MARTINGALE: RUNNING 
MARTINGALE 


noseband. ’ 
\ mascarpone 7. a sofi 


mild Italian cream cheese. 
mascot n. a person, ani- 
mal, or thing that is sup- 
posed to bring good 
luck. [from modern Pro- 
vencal  mascotto ‘little 
witch’ } 
masculine e ad). 1 of or 
characteristic of men. 


neckstrap 


rein 
martingale 


a woman) having quali- 

tics considered appropriate to a man. 

4 Gram. of or denoting the gender proper 

to words or grammatical forms classified as 

male. @ n. Gram. the masculine gender; a 

masculine word. [from Latin masculinus| 

O masculinity 7. masculinist e 7. an 

advocate of the rights of men. @ aaj. of or re- 

lating to the advocacy of the rights of men. 

maser 7. a device using the stimulated 

emission of radiation by excited atoms to 

amplify or generate coherent monochromatic 

electromagnetic radiation in the microwave range 
(ef. Laser). [from microwave amplification by the 
stumulated emission of radiation| 

mash e 7. 1 a soft mixture. 2 a mixture of boiled 
grain, bran, etc., given warm to horses etc. 3 Brit. 
collog. mashed potatoes. 4a mixture of malt grains 
and hot water used esp. to form wort for brewing. 
e@ wir 1 reduce (potatoes etc.) to a 
uniform mass by crushing. 2 crush or 
pound to a pulp. 3 mix (malt) with 
hot water to form wort. [Old 
English] 0 masher n. 

mask e 7. 1 » a covering for all or 
part of the face worn as a disguise, 
for protection {e.g. by a fencer), or 
by a surgeon to prevent infection of 
a patient. > rencinc. 2 a respirator 
used to filter mhaled air o to 
supply gas for inhalation. 3 a like- 
ness of a person’s face, esp. one made 
by taking a mould from the face (death 
mask). 4 a disguise or pretence (throw off 
the maski. @ vt, 1 cover (the face etc.) with 
a mask. 2 disguise or conceal (a taste, 
one’s feelings, etc.). 3 protect from a 
process. [based on Arabic maskara ‘bulloon’| 
Oo masked ad). masker n. 

masked ball x. a |oall at which masks are 
worn. 

masking tape n. adhesive tape used in 
painting to cover areas on which 
paint is not wanted. 

masochism /mass-6-kizm/ 1. 
1 a form of (csp. sexual) perver- 
sion characterized by gratification 
derived from one’s own pain or humiliation (cf. 
sapism 1). 2 collog. the enjoyment of what appears to 
be painful or tiresome. [named after L.. von Sacher- 
Vasoch, Austrian novelist. 1835 95, who described 
cases of it]. O masochist n. masochistic ad) 
masochistically ady 

mason 7. 1 a person who builds with stone. 
2 (Mason) a Freemason. [from Old 
Northern French machun| 


Masonic adj. of Freemasons, e 


masonry . 1 a the work of a 
mason. b & stonework. 2 (Ma- 
sonry) Freemasonry. 

masque 7. a dramatic and 
musical entertamment csp. of 
the 16th 17th c. [variant of 
MASK | 

masquerade e 7. I a false show . 
or pretence. 2 a masked ball. @ v.znér 
woften foll. by as) appear in disguise, 
assume a false appearance. {from 
Spanish mascarada| O masquer- 
ader 1. 


2 manly, vigorous. 3 (of 


MASK: JAPANESE NOt 
MASK FROM EDO PERIOD 


MASONRY? MILDILN AI 
WINDOW STONEWORK 


mast 


Mass 2. (also mass) 1 the Eucharist, esp. in the 
Roman Catholic Church. 2 a celebration of this. 
3 the liturgy used in the Mass. 4a musical setting of 
parts of this. [based on Latin mzssa ‘dismissal’] 

mass e 7. 1 a body of matter of indefinite shape. 
2 a dense aggregation of objects (@ mass of fibres). 
3 (in sing or pl; foll. by of) a large number or 
amount. 4 (usu. foll. by of) an unbroken expanse (of 
colour etc.), 5 (prec. by the) a the majority. b (in p/.) 
the ordinary people. 6 Physics the quantity of 
matter a body contains. 7 (attrib) relating to, done 
by, or affecting large numbers of people or things; 
large-scale (mass audvence; mass action, mass murder). 
@ vty. & intr 1 assemble into a mass or as one body 
(massed bands). 2 Mil. (with reference to troops) 
concentrate or be concentrated. 0 in the mass in 
the aggregate, [from Greek maza ‘barley-cake’] 

massacre e 7. 1 a general slaughter (of persons, 
occasionally of animals). 2 col/og. an utter defeat or 
destruction. @ v./z 1 murder (esp. a large number of 
people) cruelly or violently. 2 collog. defeat heavily; 
destroy. [from Old French magacre ‘slaughterhouse’ | 

massage /mass-ahz// @ 7. I the rubbing, knead- 
ing, etc., of muscles and joints with the hands, 
to stimulate their action, cure strains, ete. 2 an 
instance of this. @ ud: 1 apply massage to. 2 ma- 
nipulate (statistics) to give an acceptable result. 
[French] 0 massager 7. 

massage parlour 7. 1 an establishment providing 
massage. 2 euphem. a brothel. 

masseur 7. ( fe. masseuse) a person 


who gives massage professionally. 
[French] 
massif 7. a compact group of 


mountain heights. [French, liter- 
ally ‘massive’] 
massive adj. 1 large and heavy or 
solid. 2 (of the features, head, etc. 
relatively large; of solid build. 3 ex- 
ceptionally large (took a massive over- 
dose). 4 substantial, impressive (a 
massive repulation). 5 Mineral. not visi- 
bly crystalline. [based on Latin massa 
‘mass'| O massively adv. mas- 
siveness 1. 
mass market e ». the market for mass- 
produced goods. @ 2.f, (mass-market) 
market (a product) on a large scale. 
mass media #, = wins 2. 
mass noun 7. Gram. 1 a noun denoting 
somethimg which cannot be counted, such 
as a substance or quality, e.g. luggage, china, 
happiness. 2 a noun denoting some- 
thing which usually cannot be count- 
ed. but is countable when it refers to 
units or types of something, e.g. coffee, 
bread. 
mass number ». the total number of protons and 
neutrons in a nucleus. 
mass production #. the production of large quan- 
ties of a standardized article by a standardized 
mechanical process. 0 mass-produce 2./7 
mass spectrometer 7. an apparatus separating 
isotopes, molecules, and fragments 
according to mass by their passage in ionk 
form through electric and magnet 
fields. O mass spectrometry 7. 


molecular 


mast'e x. 1 a long upright post of 
tanber, iron, etc. 
keel, esp. to support sails. 2 
i BOL. 2 a post or lattice-work 
upright for supporting a radio o1 
television acrial. 3 a flagpole 

% (half mast). 4 (in full mooring- 
mast) a steel tower to the top 
of which an awship can be moored, 
e vf: furnish (a ship) with masts. 0 be- 
fore the mast serving as 
seaman (quartered in the forecasth 
[Old English| G masted ad) 
master 77. also mn cori! 


set up on a ship’s 
DINGHY, 


SATLIN 
[3 


in ordinary 


_ 


also in 


con. 


0) 


mast 


mast? 7.» the fruit of the 
beech, oak, etc., esp. as 
food for pigs, birds, ete. 
[Old English] 

mastectomy 7. (//. -ies) 
the surgical removal of a 
breast. [based on Greck 
mastos “breast | 

master e 7. 1 a a person 
having control of persons or 
things. b an employer. c a 
male head of a household 
(master of the house). d the owner 
of a horse, dog, etc. e the owner 
of a slave. f Waut. the captain of 
a merchant ship. g Hunting the 
person in control of a pack of 
hounds etc. 2 a male teacher. 
3 the head of a college, school, 
etc. 4a person who has or gets the upper hand. 5 a 
a person skilled in a particular trade ancl able to 
teach others (often attrib.: master carpenter). b a skilled 
practitioner (a master of innuendo). 6 a holder of a 
usu, postgraduate university degree (aster of Arts). 
7 a revered teacher in philosophy etc. 8 a great 
artist. 9 Chess etc. a player of proved ability at 
international level. 10 an orivinal version (e.g. 
of a film or gramophone record) from which 
copies can be made. 11 (Master) a title 
prelixed to the name of a boy not old 
enough to be called Afr (Master T. Jones: 
Mlasier Tom). @ adj. 1 commanding, superion 
a master spirit). 2 main, principal (master 
bedroom). 3 controlling others (master plan). @ v.tr 
IT overcome. defeat. 2 acquire complete 
knowledge of (a subject) or facility in using (an 
mstrument et’. OG be master of 1 have at 
one’s disposal. 2 know how to control. be 
one’s own master be independent or free to 
do as one wishes. make oneself master of 
acquire a thorough knowledge of or facility in 
using. [from Latin magite7] O masterless ad). 
mastership », 

Master Aircrew 7. an RAF rank equivalent to 
warrant officer. 


>>| 
SN 
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MAST: BELCH 
\IAST 


master-at-arms 1. (//. masters-at-arms) the 
chief police officer on a man-of-war or a merchant 
ship. 

masterclass 7. a class given by a person of distin- 
guished skill, esp. in music. 

masterful ad. 1 domuncering. 
2 masterly. GO masterfully adv. masterfulness 7. 


imperious, 


mw Usage J\aslerful is normally used of a person. 
whereas maslerl} is used of achievements, abiltuies, etc. 


master key 7. a key that opens several locks, each 
of which also has its own key. 
masterly «ad. worthy of a master; very skilful 


a masterly piece of {). O masterliness n. 


mw Usage Sce Usage Note at siastinies 


master mariner 7. | the captain of a merchant 
ship. 2 a seaman cerufied competent to be captain. 

master mason /). 1 a skilled] mason, or one in busi- 
ness on his or her own account. 2 a fully qualified 
Freemason. 

mastermind e 7. 1 aa person with an outstanding 
intellect. b such an intellect, 2 the person directing 
an intricate operation. @ af plan and clirect (a 
scheme or enterprise), 

Master of Ceremonies 1, I ialso MG: a person 
introducing speakers at a banquet, or entertainers 
ina variety show. 2 a person in charge of cere- 
monics at a state or public o¢casion, 

Master of the Rolls 7. (in England and Wales) a 
judge who presides over the Court of Appeal. 

masterpiece 7. 1 an outstanding piece of artistry 

or workmanship. 2 a person's best work 

skilhudl act ot 


master stroke 7. an outstandingly 


poh y et 


master switch 7. a switch controlling the supply of 
electricity etc. to an entire system. 

masterwork //. a mastcrpiece. 

mastery 7. 1 dominion, sway. 2 masterly skill. 
3 (often foll. by of) comprehensive knowledge or 
use of a subject or instrument. 4 (prec. by the) the 
upper hand. 

masthead ». I the highest part of a ship’s mast, esp. 
as a place of observation or punishment. 2 a the 
ttle of a newspaper ete. at the head of the front or 
editorial page. b.N. Amer. the listed details in a news- 
paper etc, referrmg to ownership, advertising rates, 
etc. 


mastic 7. 1 a gum or resin exuded from the bark of ' 


the mastic tree, used in making varnish. 2 (in full 
mastic tree) the evergreen tree, Pistacia lentiscus, 
yielding this. 3 a waterproof filler and sealant used 
in budding. [from Greek mastikhé| 

masticate vi, grind or chew (food) with one’s 
teeth. [from Greek mastekhan ‘to gnash the teeth’| 
mastication 7. masticatory adj. 

mastiff 7. W a dog of a large strong breed with 
drooping ears and pendulous lips. [based on Latin 
mansuetus ‘tame’ | 

mastitis 7. inflammation of 
the breast or udder. [based 

on Greek mastoy ‘breast’ 


»*, 


mastodon 7. a large cx- 
inet mammal of the genus 
Mammut, the 
elephant. [from Greek mas- 
los ‘breast’ + odous odontos 
‘tooth’ with reference to 
nipple-shaped tubercles on 
the crowns of its molar 
tecth| oO mastedontie adj. 
mastoid 7). 1 Anal. = sustouw 
process. 2. collog. mastoiditis. 
[from Creck mastocides] 
mastoiditis 7. inflammation 
of the mastoid process. 


resembling 


MASTIFF 


mastoid process 1. a conical prominence on the 
temporal bone behind the ear, to which muscles are 
attached. & 1.x 

masturbate «inf. G fr arouse onescell sexually or 
cause (another person) to be aroused by manual 
simulation of the genitals, [based on Latin mastur 
batus “masturbated’|] G masturbation 7, mastur- 
bator 7. masturbatory ad). 

mat! e 7. 1 a piece of coarse material for wiping 
shoes on, esp. a doormat. 2 a piece of cork, rubber, 
plastic, ete., to protect a surface from the heat or 
moisture of an object placed on it. 3 a piece of 
resilient material for landing on in gymnastics, 
wrestling, etc. @ 7. (matted, matting) I /7 (esp. as 
matted «dj.) entangle in a thick mass (malted hai). 
2 int. become matted, G on the mat s/ang being 
reprimanded. {from Late Latin masta] 

mat? n. = airin |. 

matador 1. 1 ya bullfighter whose task is to kill the 
bull. 2 a principal card in ombre, quadrille, ete. 3a 
domino game in which the piece played must make 


a total of seven. [Spanish] 
matador 


barbed darts 
(banderillas) 


silk oulfil corth 
Lold sequins 
triage de luces) 


scarlet cafn 
(muletas 


| fiehting 


bravo) 


MATADOR AND BLE 


bull (toro 


mater 


match'e 7. 1 a contest or game in which persons or 
teams compete against each other. 2 a a person 
able to contend with another as an equal (meet one’s 
match). b a person or thing exactly like or corres- 
ponding to another. 3 a pitarriage. 4 a person 
viewed in regard to his or her cligibility for 
marriage (an excellent match). @ v. 1 a tr, be equal to or 
harmonious with (the curtains match the wallpaper). 
b inér (often foll. by wth) correspond; harmonize 
(his socks do not match; does the ribbon match with your 
hat?). 2 tr. (foll. by against, with) place (a person etc.) 
in conflict, contest, or competition with (another). 
3 &: find material etc. that matches (another) (can 
you match this silk?). 4 tr find (a person or thing) suit- 
able for another (matching unemployed workers with 
vacant posts). O maatch up (often foll. by zwzth) fit to 
form a whole; tally. match up to be as good as or 
equal to. [Old English gemecca “mate, companion’| 
oO matchable ad). 

match? n. 1 a short thin piece of wood ete., tipped 
with a composition that can be ignited by friction. 
2 a slow-burning piece of wick, cord, etc., for firmg 
a cannon etc, [from Old French mesche] 

matchboard 7. a board with a tongue cut along 
one edge and a groove along another, so as to fit 
with similar boards. 

matchbox 7. a box for holding matches. 

matchless ad. without an cqual, incomparable. 

Omatchlessly ad:. 

matchlock 7. /vs!. 1 ¥ an old type of gun with a 
lock in which a match was placed for igniting the 
powder. 2 such a lock. 


rope slow- 


woaden match, barrel 


sloch 


pruning pan 
and cone 


_— trigge) 
euard 


tngger — 


MATCHLOCK: 17TH-CENTUR) 
GERMAN MATCHLOGK 


a 
matchmaker 7. 1 a person who arranges mar- 
riages. 2 a person who schemes to bring couples 
together. 0 matchmaking 1. 
matchplay 7. Golf play in which the score is reck- 
oned by counting the holes won by each side 
cf srROKD. PLAY) 
match point n. Tennis cic. 1 the state of a game 
when one side needs only one more point to win 
the match. 2 this point. 
matchstick 7. the stem of a match. 
matchwood n. 1 wood suitable for matches. 2 min- 
ute splinters. O make matchwood of smash 
utterly. 
mate'e 7. 1 a friend or fellow worker. 2 Brit. collog. 
a general form of address, esp. to another man. 
3 acach of a breeding parr, esp. of birds. b collog. a 
partner in marriage. ¢ (in comb.) a fellow member or 
joint occupant of (leam mate; room-mate). 4 Nault. an 
officer on a merchant ship subordinate 
to the master. 5 an assistant to a 
skilled worker (plumber mate). @ 2 
(often foll. by zvzth) 1 a & bring 
animals or birds) together for 
breeding. b mr, (ol animals o 
birds) come together for breeding. 
2 intr, Mech. fit well. [from Middle 
Low German gemaie ‘messmate’] 
D mateless adj. mate? n. & wir 
Chess = cuiuckmare. [from French 
mater | 
matelot /mat-loh/ 7. (also matlow, 
matlo) Bri. s/ang a sailor. [French] 
mater 7. Bril. 
mother. [Latin] 


archaw or joc. slang 


material 


material e 7. 1 the matter from which a thing is 
made, 2 cloth, fabric. 3 (in p/.) things needed for an 
activity (building matenals; cleaning matenals, writing 
materials). 4 a person or thing of a specified kind or 
suitable for a purpose (officer material). 5 (in sing. or 
pl.) information etc. to be used in writing a book 
etc. 6 (in sing or pl., often foll. by of ) the elements or 
constituent parts of a substance. @ adj. 1 of matter; 
corporeal, 2 concerned with bodily comfort etc. 
(material well-being). 3 (of conduct, points of view, 
etc.) not spiritual. 4 (often foll. by to) important, 
essential, relevant (al the material lime; material witness). 
[from Late Latin materials, related to marrer| 
oO materiality 7. 

materialism 7. a tendency to consider material 
possessions and physical comfort to be more 
important than spiritual values. 0 materialist 7. 
& adj. materialistic adj. materialistically adv. 

materialize ». (also -ise) 1 ini, become actual fact. 
2 a é cause (a spirit) to appear in bodily form. 
b intr. (of a spirit) appear in this way. 3 intr. collog. 
appear or be present when expected. 4 é represent 
or express in material form. 0 materialization n. 

materially adv. substantially, considerably. 

matériel /ma-teer-i-el/ n. available means, esp. ma- 
terials and equipment in warfare. [French| 

maternal adj. 1 of or like a mother. 2 motherly. 
3 related through the mother (maternal uncle). 4 of 
the mother in pregnancy and childbirth. [based on 
Latin mater ‘mother’] 0 maternalism n. mater- 
nally adv. 

maternity 7. l motherhood. 2 motherliness. 3 (atirib,) 
for women during pregnancy and just after child- 
birth (maternity hospital; maternity dress). [from medi- 
eval Latin maternilas] 

matey (also maty) Bri/. @ adj. (matier, matiest) 
(often foll. by zvth) sociable; familiar and friendly. 
@ 7. (pl. -eys) Brit. collog. (usu. as a form of address) 
mate, companion. O mateyness n. (also mati- 
ness). matily adv. 

math 7. NV. Amer. collog. mathematics (cf. Maris). 

mathematical ad. 1 of mathematics. 2 (of a proof 
etc.) rigorously precise. [based on Greek manthanein 
‘to learn’] 0 mathematically adv. 

mathematics 7.~/. 1 (usu. treated as sig) the 
abstract science of number, quantity, and space 
studied in its own right (pure mathematics), or 
as applied to other disciplines such as physics, en- 
ginecring, etc. {applied mathematics). 2 (often 
treated as pl.) the mathematical aspects of some- 
thing. O mathematician 7. 

maths 7. Brit. collog. mathematics (cf sir). 

matinée /mat-in-ay/ 7. (also matinee) an aficr- 
noon performance in the theatre, cinema, etc. 
[French, literally ‘what occupies a morning’ | 

matinée coat 1. (also matinée jacket) Ani. a 
baby’s short coat. 

matinée idol 7. a handsome actor admired chicfly 
by women. 

matins 7. (also mattins) (as sing or p/.) a service of 
morning prayer in the Anglican Church. [based on 
Latin matutinus ‘of the morning’| 

matlo (also matlow) var. of wuitior. 

matriarch 7. a woman who is the head of a family 
or tribe. [based on Latin mater ‘mother’] 0 matri- 
archal ad). 

matriarchy 7. ( //. -ies) a system of society, govern- 
ment, etc. ruled by a woman or women and with 
descent through the female line. 

matrices pi. of Marrs. 

matricide 7. 1 the killing of one’s mother. 2 a 
person who commits matricide. [from Latm matr- 
cida| O matricidal ad. 

matriculate v./, G int, admit to or be enrolled at a 
college or university. [based on Late Latin matrcula 
‘register | O matriculation 7. 

matrimony 2. (//. -ies) 1 the rite of marriage. 
2 the state of being married. [from Latin matrimo- 
nium| O matrimonial adj. matrimonially ado. 


mature student 


emerald 


matrix /may-tricks/ 7. (//. matri- 
ces /may-tri-scez/ or matrixes) 
1a mould in which a thing is cast or 
shaped, such as a gramophone 
record, printing type, etc. 2 an 
environment or substance in 
which a thing is developed. 
3 » a rock in which gems, 
fossils, etc., are embedded. 
4 Math. a rectangular array 
of elements in rows and 
columns that is treated as a 
single entity. [Latin, literally 
‘breeding-female, womb, 
register’ | 

matrix printer 7. 
= DOT MALRIN PRINTER. 

matron 7. 1 a married woman, esp. a dignified and 
sober one. 2 a woman nurse and housckeeper in a 
school etc. 3 Brit. a woman in charge of the nurs- 
ing in a hospital. [from Latin maérona] 0 matron- | 
hood zn. 


significance (if does not matter to me when tt happened). 
0D for that matter 1 as far as that is concerned. 
2 and indeed also. in the matter of as regards. 
a matter of 1 approximately (for @ maiter of 
40 years). 2 a thing that relates to, 
depends on, or is determined by 
(only a matter of time before they 
agree). no matter 1 (foll. by 
when, how, etc.) regardless of 
(zeill do it no matter what the conse 
quences). 2 it is of no importance. 
[from Latin materia ‘timber, sub- 
stance, subject of discourse’ | 
matter of course 7. the natural 
or expected thing. 
matter of fact @ 7. what belongs to the sphere of 
fact as distinct from opinion etc. @ adj. (matter-of- 
fact) 1 unimaginative, prosaic. 2 unemotional. 
0 as a matter of fact in reality (esp. to correct a 
falsehood or misunderstanding). 0 matter-of- 
factly adv. matter-of-factness 7. 
matter of form 7. 1 a point of correct procedure. 
2 collog. mere routine. 
matter of life and death vn. a matter of vital 
| importance. 
adze 


calcite 


MATRIX: EMERALD i 
matrix 


CRYSTAL IN MATRIX 


w Usage In sense 3, senior nursing officer is now the 
official term, 


matronly adj. like or characteristic of a 
matron, esp. in respect of staidness 
or portliness, 


matter of record sec REcorD. 
matting 7. fabric of hemp, bast, 
grass, etc., for mats (coconul matting). 
mattins var. of MAINS. 
mattock 7. < an agricultural tool shaped 
like a pickaxe, with an adze and a chisel 
edge as the ends of the head. [Old English] 
mattress 7. a fabric case stuffed with soft. 
or springy material, or a similar case filled 
with air or water, used on or as a bed. [from 
Arabic almatrah ‘the place, the cushion’ | 


matron of honour 7. a married 
woman attending the bride at a 
wedding. 

matt (also matte) e adj. (of a colour, surface, 
ctc.) dull, without Justre. @ 7. (in full matt paint) 
paint formulated to give a dull flat finish (cf. Gioss 
n. 3). [from French mat] 

matte 7. Cinematog. a mask to obscure part of an 
image and allow another image to be superim- 
posed, giving a combined effect. [French] 


chisel 
edge 


1 


maturation ”. 1 the act or an instance of 
maturing; the state of being matured. 2 the 
ripening of fruit. O maturational ad). 
mature @ ad). (maturer, maturest) l a 
with fully developed powers of body and 
imnd; adult. b sensible, wise, 2 complete in 
natural development; ripe. 3 (of a bill etc.) 
due for payment. @ vz. 1 a &% G intr. develop 
fully. b & @ intr ripen. ¢ mir, come to ma- 
turity. 2 inf. (of a hill etc.) become duc for 
payment. [from Latin maturus ‘timely, 
early'] O maturely adv. maturity n. 
mature student /. esp. brit. an adult 
student who is older than most 
students. 


matter e@ 7. 1 a physical substance in general, as 
distiyet from nund and spirit. b w that which has 
mass and occupies space. 2 a particular substance 
(colouring matter). 3 (prec. by the: often foll. by wth) 
the thing that is amiss (what is the matler’). 4 a the 
substance of a book, speech, etc., as distinct from 
its manner or form. b Logic the particular content 
of a proposition, as clistinct from its form. 3 a thing 
or things of a specified kind (printed matter; reading 
matter). 6 an affair or situation being considered, 
esp. in a specified way (a@ serious matter; a matter for 
concern). 7 Physiol. a any substance m or discharged 
from the body (faecal matter; grey matter). b pus. 


@ wintry, (often foll. by to) be of importance; have MATTOCK 


MATTER 


‘The unique properties of the three states 
of matter — sohd, gas, and liquid - are 
due to differences in the arrangement 
and movement of the particles that 
make them up. The particles of a 
solid are strongly attracted to each 
other, and are arranged in a regu- 
lar repeating pattern, so maintain- 
ing a solid shape. Gas, however, 
expands in every direction as 

there are few bonds between its 
particles. Liquid flows because 

its particles are not held rigidly, 

but the attraction between 


whlinatian 


condensation 


a , supercooling 


cri lally sation 


evaporation 


%, 


SRR TOV Al 
the particles is sufficient to Hat tp 
give a definite volume. 
Glass, a supercooled 
liquid, is rigid, although 
its particles are arranged ) a 
randomly. 


freezing t melting 


SOLID rou 


ARRANGEMENT OF PARPICLES IN DIFFEREN E STATES OF MALLELR 


ovules 


matutinal 


matutinal adj. 1 of or occurring in the morning. 
2 early. [from Latin matulinus| 

miaty var. of Marty. 

matzo 7. (//. -os or matzoth) 1 a wafer of unleav- 
ened bread for the Passover, 2 such bread collect- 
ively. [from Hebrew maya h| 

maudlin ad, weakly or tearfully sentimental, esp. 
when drunk. [from ecclesiastical Latin Magdalena 
‘Magdalen’, with reference to pictures of Mary 
Magdalen weeping] 

maul e v/7, b (of an animal) tear and mutilate (prey 
etc.). 2 handle roughly or carelessly. 3 damage by 


criticism. @ x. L Rugby a loose scrum with the ball off 


the ground. 2 a brawl. 3 a heavy hammer, com- 
monly of wood. [based on Latin malleus ~hammer’ | 
Omauler 7. 

maulstick 7. (also mahlstick) a light stick with a 
padded leather ball at one end, held by a painter 
against the canvas etc. to support the hand using 
the brush. [from Dutch maalstoh] 

maunder 2.inlz 1 talk in a dreamy or rambling 
manner. 2 move or act listlessly or idly. 

Maundy ». (in the UK) the distribution of Maundy 
money. [from Latin mandatum ‘mandate, command- 
ment (see John 13:34)] 

Maundy money 7. specially minted silver coins 
distributed by the British sovereign on Maundy 
Thursday. 

Maundy Thursday ». the Thursday before Easter. 

mausoleum 7. (//. mausolea or mausoleums) 
a large and grand tomh. [based on Greek \ausolos, 
name of a king of Caria (4th c. sc)] 

mauve /mohv/ e adj. of a pale purple colour e 7. 
this colour. [French, literally ‘mallow’| 0 mauvish 
ad). 

maverick n. 1 .\. Amer an unbranded calf or year- 
ling 2 an unorthodox or independent-minded 
person. [named after S, A. Maverick, Texas rancher, 
1803 70, who did not brand his cattle] 

mavis ”. Poel. or dial. a song thrush. [Middle English 
from Old French mauzi, of uncertam origin] 

maw 7. 1 a the stomach of an animal. b the jaws or 
throat of a voracious animal. 2 collog. the stomach 
of a greedy person. [Old English] 

mawkish adj. 1 sentimental in a fecble or sickly 
way. 2 having a faint sickly flavour. [from obsolete 
mawk “maggot, from Old Norse mathkr| 0 mawk- 
ishly adz. mawkishness 1. 

max .\. Amer. collog. @ n. (a) maximum. @ adj. max- 
imal. @ adv. maximally. @ ¢ 1 wiz (foll. by out, and, 
often af) perform to the limit of one’s ability (dhe 
high jumper maxed out al 6 foot). 2 tr. (as maxed out 
adj.) having exhausted one’s capabilitics or capacity. 

max. (b/r maximuin. 

maxi 1. \ p/. maxis) collog. a maxi-coat, -skirt, ete. 

maxi- comb. form very large or long (maxi-coat). [ab- 
breviation of MaximtM] 

maxilla vn. (pi. maxillae /-lee/) 1 ¥ a jaw or 
jawbone, esp. the upper Jaw in most vertebrates. 
D skiiton, sKULL. 2 the mouthpart of many arthro- 


pods used in chewing, [Latin, literally ‘jaw’] 
o maxillary ad). 
mavilla 
_ premanilla 


mandihh 
MAXILLA \ND SKCOLI Ol 


NC URIN LEAN ona 
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maxim 7. a general truth or rule of conduct expres- 
sed in a sentence. [from medieval Latin maxima (pro- 
positio) ‘Maximum (proposition) | 

maxima p/. of Maximum. 

maximal adj. being or relating to a maximum; the 
greatest possible in size, duration, etc. 0 max- 
imally adv. 

maximize v.t7 (also -ise) make as large or 
great as possible. 0 maximization 7. 
maximizer 7. 


m Usage Maximize should not be used in 
standard English to mean ‘make as 
good as possible’ or ‘make the most of’. 


maximum e 7. (//. maxima or 
maximums) the highest possible or 
attainable amount. @ adj. that is a 
maximum. [Latin, literally ‘greatest 
(thing)’] 

May ». 1 the fifth month of the year. 
2 (may) Brit. the hawthorn or its 
blossom. [from Latin Vas (mensis) 
(month) of the goddess Maia’| 

may v.aux. (3rd sing. present may; pas! might) 1 (often 
foll. by well for emphasis) expressing possibility (i 
may be true; you may well lose your way). 2 expressing 
permission (_you may nol go; may I come in?). 3 express- 
ing a wish (may he live to regret it). 4 expressing uncer- 
tainty or irony in questions (cho may you be?; who are 
you, may J ask?). be that as it may despite the fact 
that it may be so. may as well = might ay well (sec 
wicttt!), that is as may be that may or may not be 
so, [Old English] 


a Usage Both can and may are used to express per- 
mission (see sense 2); in more formal contexts may is 
usual since can also denotes capability (can | move? = 
am I physically able to move?; may J move? = am | 
allowed to move?). 


Maya /my-a/ @ 7. 1 (pl. same or Mayas) a mem- 
ber of an ancient Indian people of Central Amer- 
ua 2 the language of this people. @ adj. of or 
relating to this people or language. [native name] 
oO Mayan ad). & n. 

maybe ad. perhaps, possibly. [Middle English] 

May Day vz. | May esp. as a festival with dancing, or 
as an international holiday in honour of workers. 

mayday #7. an international radio distress signal 
used esp. by ships and aircraft. [represenung pro- 
nunciation of French m aidez “help me’| 
mayflower 7. any of various 
flowers that bloom in May, esp. 

the evergreen shrub Ejugaea repens. 
mayfly 7x. (pl. -flies) 
1 < any insect of the 
order Ephemeroptera, 
with an aquatic nymph 
and a fragile-winged adult 


antinna 


ilies - which lives only briefly in 
filament spring, 2 an imitation maylly used 
iene) 4 by anglers. 
\ mayhem 7. violent or dam- 
\ aging action; disruption, 


chaos. [from Old French, 
literally ‘mutilation’ | 
mayn’t corr. May not. 
maying 7. & «adj. par- 
uicipation in May Day 
festivities. [Middle Eng- 
fish, from May | 


MAYEFLY: 
ADULT MAY TLY 
Ephemera species) 


mayonnaise 7. 1 a thick creamy dressing made of 
egg yolks, oil, vinegar, etc. 2 a (usu. specified) dish 
dressed with this (chicken mayonnaise’. [French] 

mayor 7. 1 the head of the municipal corporation 
of a city or borough. 2 (in England, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland) the head of a district council 
with the status of a borough. [from Latin, related to 

mayoral adj. mayorship 2. 

mayoralty n. {//. -ies) 1 the office of mayor. 2 a 
mayor's period of office. 


MATOR 


meagre 


mayoress 7. 1 a woman holding the office of mayor. 
2 the wife of a mayor. 3 a woman fulfilling the cere- 
monial duties of a mayor’s wife. 

maypole 2. a pole painted and decked with flowers 
and ribbons, for dancing round on May Day. 

May queen 7. a girl chosen to preside over cele- 

brations on May Day. 

maze 7. 1 <a network of paths and 

hedges designed as a puzzle for 

those who try to penetrate it. 2 a 
labyrinth. 3 (often foll. by of) a 
confused mass, network, etc. 

{Middle English, related to 

Amaze} O mazy adj. 
mazuma 7. csp. US & Austral. 
slang money, cash. [Yiddish] 
mazurka 7. 1 a usu. lively 

Polish dance in triple time. 

2 the music for this. [Polish, 

literally ‘a woman of the 

province Mazovia’] 

MB adi. 1 Bachelor of 
Medicine. 2 (also Mb) Com- 
puting megabyte. [sense |: Latin Medicinae Bacca- 
laureus| 
MBA abbr, Master of Business Administration, 
MBE abbr. Member of the Order of the British 
Empire. 

MBO adf;. management buyout. 

MC abbr 1 Master of Ceremonies, 2 (in the UK) 
Miltary Cross. 3 (in the US) Member of Congress. 

MCC abbr. Marylebone Cricket Club. 

McCarthyism, McCoy sce at Macc. 

M.Ch. abbr (also M.Chir.) Master of Surgery. 
[Latin Magister Chirurgiae| 

MCP abbr. collog. male chauvinist pig, 

MD abbr. 1 Doctor of Medicine. 2 Managing Dir- 
ector. 3 musical director. [sense 1: Latin Afedicinae 
Doctor| : 

Md symb. Chem. the clement mendelevium. 

ME abbr. myalgic encephalomyelitis, a condition of 
unknown cause, with fever, aching, and prolonged 
tiredness, occurring esp. after a viral infection. 

me! pron. 1 objective case of 1° (he saw me). 2 N. Amer 
collog, myself; to or for myself (J got me a gun). 3 collog. 
used in exclamation$ (ah me! dear mel. sully me!). {Old 

English] 


MAZE 


ws Usage See Usave Note at nr. 


me® n. (also mi) .Vus. 1 (in tonic sol-fa) the third 
note of a major scale. 2 the note E in the fixed-doh 
system, [from Latin mira] 

mead 7. an alcoholic drink of fermented honey and 
water, [Old English] 

meadow 2. 1 a piece of grassland, esp. 
one used for hay. 2 a piece of low well- 
watered ground, esp. near a river. 
[Old English] a meadowy adj. 

meadowland 7. land 
used for the cultivation 
of grass, esp. for hay. 


meadow saffron 7. 4 
meadow plant, Colchicum 
autumnale, resembling a crocus, 
and producing lilac flowers in the 
autumn while stl leafless. 

meadowsweet 7. 1» a plant of 
the rose family, Filipendula 
uimaria, common i meadows 
and damp places, with creamy- 
white fragrant flowers, 2 any of 
several plants of the genus 
Spiraea (rose family), native to 
N. America. 

meagre adj. ((/S meager) 1 lacking 
in amount or quality, 2 (of a 
person or animal) lean, thin. 
[trom Latin macer| 0 meagre- 
ly adv. meagreness n. 


MEADOWSWEET 
(Pilipendula ulmaria) 


meal 


meal! 7. 1 an occasion when food is eaten. 2 the 
food eaten on one occasion. 0 make a meal of 
1 Bnit. treat (a task etc.) too laboriously or fussily. 
2 consume as a meal.[Old English mal ‘mark, fixed 
ume’ 

meal? z. 1 the edible part of any grain or pulse (usu. 
other than wheat) ground to powder. 2 Sc. oatmeal. 
3 US maize flour. [Old English] 

meal-beetle 2. an insect, Tenebrio molitor, infesting 
granaries etc. 

meals on wheels 7.p/. (usu. treated as sing) a 
service by which meals are delivered to old people, 
invalids, etc. 

meal ticket 7. a person or thing that is a source of 
food or income. 

mealtime 7. a time at which a meal is or is usually 
eaten. 

mealworm 7. the larva of the meal-bcetle. 

mealy adj. (mealier, mealiest) 1 a of or like meal; 
soft and powdery. b containing meal. 2 (of a com- 
plexion) pale. 3 (in full mealy-mouthed) not 
outspoken; afraid to use plain expressions. 
O mealiness 7. 

mean! 2/7, (past and pas! part. meant) 1 a (often foll. 
by éo + infin.) have as one’s purpose or intention; 
have in mind (they really mean mischief; [ didn’t mean to 
break it). b (foll. by 4y) have as a motive in explan- 
ation (what do you mean by that?). 2 (often in passive) 
design or destine for a purpose (mean i to be used; is 
meant to be a gif). 3 intend to convey or indicate or 
refer to (a particular thing or notion) (1 mean we 
cannot go; [| mean Richmond in Surrey), 4 entail, involve 
(it means catching the early train). 5 (often foll. by thal + 
clause) por tend, signify (this means trouble; your refusal 
means that we must look elsewhere). 6 (of a word) have 
as its explanation in the same language or its equi- 
valent in another language. 7 (foll. by 40) be of some 
specified importance to (a person) (‘hal means a lol to 
me), O mean business he in earnest. mean it not 
be joking or exaggerating. mean well (often [oll. 
by to, towards, by) have good intentions. {Old 
English, related to minp] 

mean? adj. 1 niggardly; not generous. 2 ignoble; 
uncooperative, unkind, or unfair. 3 (of a person's 
capacity, understanding, etc.) inferior, poor. 4 (of 
housing) not imposing in appearance; shabby. 5a 
malicious, ill-tempered. b L’S vicious or aggressive. 
6 collog. skilful, formidable (is @ mean fighler). 0 no 
mean a very good (fhal is nv mean achievement). [Old 
Enghsh] 0 meanly adv. meanness /. 

mean’ e 7. 1 a condition, quality, virtuc, or course 
of action equally removed from two opposite (usu. 
unsatisfactory) extremes, 2 Vath. a the term mid- 
way between the first and last terms of an arith- 
metical or geometnical etc. progression (2 and 8 have 
the arithmetic mean 5 and the mean +#). 
b an average. @ adj. 1 (of a quantity) equally fa 
from two extremes. 2 ae ulated as a mean. [from 
Latin medianus ‘median | 

meander e »ini, 1 wander at random. 2 (of 
stream) wind about. @ 7. 1 (in pl) a the sinuous 
windings of a river. > river. b winding paths. 2 a 
circuitous journey. [based on Greek Alaiandros, 
name of a winding river in Phirvgial| GO meander- 
ing adj. G n 

meanie 7. (also meany) (//. -ies) collog. a mean, 
niggardly, or small-minded person. 

meaning e 7. 1 what is meant by a word, action, 
idea, etc. 2 significance. 3 importance. @ adj. expres- 
sive, significant (a meaning glance). D meaningly adv, 

meaningful adj. 1 full of meaning; significant. 
2 Logic able to be interpreted. o meaningfully adv. 
meaningfulness 7. 

meaningless ad. having no meaning or signifi- 
cance. 0 meaninglessly adv. meaninglessness ». 

means 7.,/)/. 1 (often treated as sig) that by which a 
result is brought about (a means of quick travel). 2 a 
money resources (dive beyond one’s means). b wealth (a 
man of means). 0 by all means 1 certainly. 2 in 
every possible way. 3 at any cost. by any means in 


geometric 


any way (nol by any means obtrusive). by means of by 
the agency or instrumentality of (a thing or action). 
by no means (or no manner of means) not at 
all; certainly not. [pl. of mean? in sense ‘an inter- 
mediary | 

mean sea level y. the sea level halfway between 
the mean levels of high and low water. 

means test @ 7. an inquiry into income as a basis 
for cligibility for State benefit etc. @ uf (means- 


test) subject to or base on a means test. 
meant past and past part. of mean’, 
meantime e adv. = MEANWHILE. @ 7. the intervening 


period (esp. in the meantime). 


a Usage As an adverb, meantime is less common 
than meanwhile. 


meanwhile e adv. 1 in the intervening period of 
time. 2 at the same time. @ 7. the intervening period 
(esp. in phr. in the meanwhile), 

meany var. of MEANIE, 

measles n.p/. (also treated as sing.) an acute infec- 
tious viral disease marked by red spots on the skin. 
[Middle English] 

measly adj. (measlier, measliest) collog. inferior, 
contemptible, worthless. 

measurable ad. that can be measured. a 
measurability 7. measurably ad:. 

measure e 7. 1 a size or quantity found by measur- 
ing. 2 a system of measuring (liquid measure; linear 
measure). 3 a rod, tape, vessel, ctc. for measuring. 
4a the degree, extent, or amount of a thing. b (foll. 
by of ) some degree of (there was a measure of wil in her 
remark). 3 a unit of capacity, e.g. a bushel (20 
measures of wheat). 6 a factor by which a person or 
thing is reckoned or evaluated (their success is a 
measure of their determination). 7 (usu. in pl.) suitable 
action to achieve some end (/ook measures lo ensure a 
good profi). 8 a legislative enactment. 9 a prescribed 
extent or quantity. 10 Printing the width of a page 
or column of bes 11 poetical rhythm; metre. 
12 US Mw. a bar or the time-content of a bar. 
ev. 1 f& ascertain the extent or quantity of (a thing) 
by comparison with a fixed unit or with an object of 
known size. 2 mdz be of a speciticd size (if measures 
sw inches), 3 t ascertain the size and proportion of 
(a person) for clothes. 4 & estimate (a quality, 
person’s character, etc.) by some standard or rule. 
3 é (often foll. by off) mark {a line ete. of a given 
length). 6 é (foll. by oué) distribute (a thing) m 
measured quantities. 0 beyond measure cxces- 
sively. for good measure as something beyond 
the mimimum; as a finishing touch. in some 
measure ane measure up I (often absol.) take 
measurements of. 2 (often foll. by 40) have the neces- 
sary qualifications (for). [from Latin mensura] 

measured adj. 1 rhythmical; regular (a measured 
tread), 2 (of language) carefully considered. 

measureless adj. not measurable; infinite. 

measurement 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
measuring, 2 an amount determined by measuring. 
3 (in pl.) detailed dimensions 

measure of capacity n. a micasure used for ves- 
sels and liquids or grains etc. 

meat 1. 1 the flesh of animals (esp. mammals) as 
food. & cur, 2 (fol. by of) the essence or chief part of 
3 csp. US the edible part of fruits, nuts, eggs, shell- 
fish. cic, [Old English mete ‘food’| a meatless ad). 

meatball 1. small round ball of minced meat. 

meat loaf 7. minced or chopped meat moulded 
into the shape of a loaf and baked. 

meat safe 7, Bri. a cupboard for storing meat, usu. 
of wire gauze etc. 

meaty ad, (meatier, meatiest) 1 full of meat; 
fleshy. 2 of or like meat. 3 full of substance. 
oO meatily ad. meatiness n. 

Mecca ». a place which attracts people of a particu- 
lar group. [Afecca, Muslim holy city in Arabia} 

mechanic 7. a skilled worker, esp. one who makes 
or uses or repairs machinery. [from Greek me 
hanikos| 


medial 


mechanical adj. 1 of or relating to machines or 
mechanisms. 2 working or produced by machinery. 
3 (of a person or action) automatic; lacking origin- 
ality. 4 (of an agency, principle, etc.) belonging to 
mechanics. 0 mechanicalism 2. (in sense 4). 
mechanically adv. mechanicalness 7. 

mechanical advantage 7. the ratio of exerted to 
apphed force in a machine. 

mechanical engineer 7. an engineer dealing with 
the design, construction, and repair of machines. 
a mechanical engineering n. 

mechanical excavator 7. a machine for removing 
soil from the ground by means of a crane to which 
a scoop 1s attached. 

mechanics 7.//, 1 (treated as sig) the branch of 
applied mathematics dealing with motion and 
tendencies to motion. 2 (treated as sng.) the science 
of machinery. 3 (usu. treated as p/.) a the construc- 
tion, workings, or routine operation of a thing (éke 
mechanics of the cochlea). b the practicalitics or details 
of a thing (the mechanics of how money ws laundered). 

mechanism 7. 1 the structure or adaptation of 
parts of a machine. 2 a system of parts working 
together in or as in a machine. 3 the mode of oper- 
ation of a process. 4 a means (control mechanism; no 
mechanism for complaints). 

mechanistic ad). of or connected with mechanics. 
Oo mechanistically adv. 

mechanize w/z (also -ise) 1 give a mechanical 
character to. 2 introduce machines in. 3 Afi/. equip 
with tanks, armoured cars, etc. O mechanization 
n. mechanizer 7. 

M.Ed. adb7. Master of Education. 

Med ». Brit. collog. the Mediterranean Sea. 

medal 7. ¥ a commemorative metal disc etc., esp. 
awarded for miltary or sporting achievement. 
[based on Latin metalium ‘metal’ | 
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MEDALS 


medallion n. 1 a large medal. 2 a thing shaped like 
this, e.g. a decorative panel etc. {from Italian medag- 
lione, related to Menai} 

medallist 7. (US medalist) a recipient of a (speci- 
fied) medal | gold medallist). 

medal play 1. 

meddle 2 int, (often foll. by wh, m) interfere in or 
busy oneself unduly with others’ concerns. [based 
on Latin miscére “to mix’| 0 meddler 7. 

meddlesome ad). {ond of meddling: interfering. 

media 7.p/. 1 pl. of meni. 2 (usu. prec. by the) the 
main means of mass communication (esp. news- 
papers and broadcasting) regarded collectively. 


Golf = s1ROKL. PLAY. 


a Usage J\edia is commonly used as a mass noun 
with a singular verb (e.g. The media is on our side), but 
this i is not generally accepted (cf. para, acEeNpa 


mediaeval var. of vows... 


medial adj. situated in the middle. [from Late Latin 


medials| O medially adv: 


905 


median 


median e «dj. situated in the middle. @ 7. 1 Anat. a 
median artery, vein, nerve, etc. 2 Geom. a straight 
line drawn from any vertex of a triangle to the 
middle of the opposite side. 3 Math. the middle 
value of ascries of values arranged in order of size. 
[from Latin medianus| 

mediate wv. 1 intr (often foll. by between) intervene 
(between parties in a dispute) to produce agree- 
ment or reconciliation, 2 f be the medium for 
bringing about (a result) or for conveying (a gift 
ctc.). [basecl on Late Latin mediatus “halved, gone 
between’] 0 mediation 7. mediator n. medi- 
atory ad). 

medic 7. collog. a medical practitioner or student. 
[from Latin medicus) 

Medicaid 7. (in the US) a federal system of health 
insurance for those requiring financial assistance. 
[virpicar + ai] 

medical e adj. 1 of or relating to the science of 
medicine in general, 2 of or relating to conditions 
requiring medical and not surgical treatment 
(medical ward}. @ n. collog. a medical examination. 
[based on Latin medicus “physician’| O medically 
ad. 

medical certificate 1. 
unfitness to work etc. 

medical examination 7. an examination to 
determine a person’s physical fitness. 

medical officer n. Bril. a person in charge of the 
health services of a local authority or other organ- 
ization. 


a certificate of fitness or 


medical practitioner 7. a physician or surgeon. 

medicament 7. a substance used for medical treat- 
ment. [from Latin medicamentum| 

Medicare 7. 
health insurance for persons over 65 years of age. 
2 (in Canada and Australia; a national health care 
scheme financed by taxauion. 

medicate ¢./r 1 treat medically. 2 impregnate with 
a medicinal substance. [based on Latin medicatus 
‘treated medically | 

medication 7. 1 a substance used for 
treatment. 2 treatment using drugs. 


medical 


medicinal e adj. (of a substance) having healing 
properties. @ 7. a medicinal substance. O medi- 
cinally adr. 

medicine 1. 1 the science or practice of the diag- 
nosis, treatment, and prevention of disease, esp. as 
disunct from surgical methods. 2 any drug or 
preparation used for the treatment or 
prevention of disease, csp. one taken 
by mouth. 3 a spell, charm, or fetish 
which is thought to cure afflictions. 
O a dose (or taste: of one’s own 
medicine treatinent such as one is 
accustomed to giving others. take one’s 
medicine submit to something cdisagrec- 
able. [from Latin medicinal 

medicine ball 7». a large heavy 
stuffed usu. leather ball thrown 
and caueht for excrcise. 


medicine chest 1. a box 
containing medicines ete. 

medicine man 7. a person believed, esp. 
N. American Indians, to have magical powers of 
healing. 

medico 1. { /)/. -os) collog. = Mini. 

medieval «dj. (also mediaeval) 1 of, or in the style 
of, the Middle Ages. 2 collog. old-fashioned. [based 
on Latin medius ‘middle’ + aevum ‘age’| O medi- 
evalism 7. medievalist 7. 

medieval history 7. the history of the Sth [5the. 

medieval Latin ». Litin of about w 600 1500. 

medina #. the old Arab or non-European quartes 
of a N. African town, [Arabic, literally ‘town’] 

mediocre «dj. 1 0! inidcling quality, neither good 
nor bad. 2 second-rate. [fram Latin medimers “ol 
middle height or degree’ | 

mediocrity 1. ; //. -ies; 1 the state of being mech- 
sere, 2 a mediocre person or (hing 
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1 tin the US) a federal system of 
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MEDLAR 
(Mespilus germanica) 


among 


meditate v. 1 int: a exercise the mind in (esp. reli- 
gious) contemplation. b (usu. foll. by on, upon) focus 
on a subject in this manner. 2 / plan mentally. 
[from Latin medilatus ‘mused over’| G meditation 
n. meditator 7. 
meditative adj. 1 inclined to 
meditate. 2 indicative of 
meditation. O medi- 
tatively adv. medi- 
tativeness /. 
Mediterranean e 1». 
1 a large tandlocked sea bordered by southern 
Europe, SW Asia, and N. Africa. 2 a native of a 
country bordering on the Mediterranean. @ adj. of 
or characteristic of the Mediterranean, countries 
bordering it, or their mhabitants (Afediterranean cli- 
male; Mediterranean cookery; of Mediterranean appear- 
ance). [from Latin medilerraneus “inland’} 
medium e 7. (//. media or mediums) 1 the mid- 
dle quality, degree, etc. between extremes (find a 
happy medium). 2 the means by which something is 
communicated (the medium of sound, the medium of tele- 
vision). 3 the intervening substance through which 
impressions are conveyed to the senses etc. (lighi 
passing from one medium into another). & Biol. the phys- 
ical environment or conditions of growth, storage, 
or transport of a hving organism (the shape of a fish 
is ideal for its fluid medium: growing mould on the surface of 
a medium). 5 a means of doing something (the medium 
through which money is raised). 6 the material or form 
used by an artist, composer, etc. (/anguage as an artis 
tic medium). 7 the liquid (e.g. ol or gel) with which 
pigments are mixed for use in painting, 8 (p/. 
mediums) a person claiming to be in contact with 
the spirits of the dead and to communicate 
between the dead and the living. @ adj. 1 between 
two qualities, degrees, etc. 2 average; moderate (of 
medium height). (Latm, literally ‘middle (thing)’| 
Oo mediumistic adj. (in sense 8 of 7.). medium- 
ship n. (in sense 8 of n.). 
medium dry adj. (of sherry, wine, etc.) having a 
flavour intermediate between dry and sweet. 
medium-range adj. (of an aircraft, 
able to travel a medium distance. 
medium-sized adj. of average size. 
medium wave 2. esp. Bril. a racio frequency be- 
tween 300 KHz and 3 MHz. 
1 v a tree of the rose family, Mespilus 
germanica, bearing small brown 
apple-like fruits. 2 the fruit of 
this tree which is eaten when 
decayed. [based on Greck 
mespile | 
medley 7. (p/. -eys) 1a varied 
mbxture. 2 ac olle ction of MU S~ 
ical items from one work 
various sources arranged as a 
continuous whole. [from Old 
French medlee, variant of meslee} 


missile, etc.) 


medlar ». 


certain organs or tissues. | Latin, literally 
‘pith, marrow’| O medullary ad). 
medulla oblongata n. the continuation 
of the spinal cord within the skull, forming 
the lowest part of the brainstem. > srvinsicm 
medusa /. ( /)/. medusae /-zce/ or medusas; 1 a 
jellylish. 2 Qool. a free-swimming sexual form of 
any coclenterate, having tentacles round the 
edge of a jelly-hke body. [from Greek Meduusa, 
name of one of three mythological snake-haired 
sisters | 
meek «adj. L humble and submissive. 2 
piously gentle in nature. [from Old 
Norse mythr ‘soft, gentle’| 0 meekly 
adi. meekness 1. 


meerkat /). > a small African mon- 


goose, csp. (in tull grey 
meerkat, Suricala suricalia. with 
grey and black stripes, living 


gregariously in burrows. Also called 
suricale, {Dutch, literally ‘sea-cat’| 


MEERSCHAUM: MID-19TH- 
CENTURY MELRSCHAUM PIPE 


medulla 7. Ana/. the inner region of 


MEERKAT: GREY MEERKAT 
(Surwata suriatia; 


megalithic 


bowl meerschaum /meer-shim/ 
n. 1 a soft white form of 
hydrated magnesium silicate, 
which resembles clay. 2 <a 
tobacco pipe with the bowl 
made from this. [German 
translation of Persian kef- 
i darya ‘sea-foam’, with 
reference to its frothiness] 
meet 'e ». (past and past part. 
met) 1 a /r encounter (a person or persons) 
by accident or design; come face to face with. b znér. 
(of two or more people) come into each other’s 
company by accident or design (decided to meet on the 
bridve). 2 tr. go to a place to be present at the arrival 
of (a person, train, etc.). 3 a i. come together or 
into contact with (where the road meets the flyover). b intr. 
come together or into contact (where the sea and the 
sky meet). 4a tr. make the acquaintance of (delighted 
to meet_you). b intr. (of two or more people) make 
each other’s acquaintance. 5 itr @ tr come 
together or come into contact with for the purposes 
of conference, business, worship, etc. (the committec 
meets every week; the union met management yesterday). 6 tr. 
a deal with or answer (a demand, objection, etc.) 
(met the proposal with hostility). b satisfy or conform 
with (proposals, deadlines, a person, etc.) (agreed to 
meet the new terms), 7 tr pay (a bill etc.); provide the 
funds required by (a cheque etc.) (meet the cost of the 
move). & t& © (foll. by with) int. experience, 
cncounter, or receive (success, disaster, a difficulty, 
etc.) (met their death; met with many problems). 9 tr. 
oppose in battle, contest, or confrontation. 10 intr. 
(of clothes, curtaims, ete.) jom or fasten correctly 
(my jackel won't meet). @ n. 1 the assembly of riders 
and hounds for a hunt. 2 the assembly of competi- 
tors for various sporting activities, esp. athletics. 
co make ends meet see rnp. meet the case be 
adequate. meet the eye (or the ear) be visible (or 
audible). meet a person’s eye look, in return, 
into the eyes of a person who is watching one. 
meet a person halfway make a compromise. 
meet up (often foll. by wzh) collog. meet or make 
contact. meet with 1 see sense 8 of v. 2 receive (a 
reacuon) (met with the commiltee’s approval). 3 esp. US 
= sense la of v, [Old English] 
meet? adj. archaic suitable, fit, proper. [Old English] 
meeting 7. 1 in senSes of iret’, 2 an assembly of 
pcople, esp. the members of a society, committee, 
etc. 3= kAcE MevtiNG. 4an assembly (esp. of Quakers) 
for worship. 5 the persons assembled (address the 
MleetiHie , 
meeting house 7. a place of worship, esp. of 
Quakers etc. 
mega slang @ adj. 1 excellent. 2 enormous. @ adv. 
extremely (mega famous). 


mega- comb. form 1 large. 2 denoting a factor of one 


million (10") in the metric system of 
69) measurement. [from Greek megas 
. ‘great’ | 


megabuck 7, collog. 1 a million 
dollars. 2 (in p/.) a huge sum of money. 
megabyte 7. Computing 1,048,576 
(i.e. 2") bytes as a measure of data 
capacity, or loosely 1,000,000. 
megadeath 7. the death of one mil- 
lion people (esp. as a unit in estimating 
the casualties of wari. 
megaflop n, 1 Computing a unit of 
computing speed equal to one million 
floating-point operations per second. 
2 slang a complete failure. 


megahertz n. (f/. same) one million 
hertz, esp. as a measure of frequency of 
radio transmissions. 
megalith n. Archaeol. a large stone, 
esp. as a monument or part of one. 
[based on Greek /i/hos ‘stone’| 
megalithic adj. -lrchaeol. made 
of or marked by the use of 
large stones. 


megalo- 


megalo- comb. form great (megalomania). [Greck| 

megalomania 7. 1 a mental disorder producing 
delusions of grandeur. 2 a passion for grandiose 
schemes. O megalomaniac ad. @ n, megalo- 
maniacal ad). 

megalopolis 7. 1 a great city or its way of life. 2 an 
urban complex consisting of a city and its environs. 
[based on Greek polts ‘city’ 

megalosaurus 7. (also megalosaur) W a large 
flesh-eating dinosaur of the genus Megalosaurus, 
with stout hind legs and small forelimbs. 
{based on Greek sauros 
izarcd) | 


= Brecon : 


megaphone 7. a large 
funnel-shaped device for amplifying 
the voice. 

megastar 7. a very famous person, 
esp. in the world of entertainment. 

megastore 7. a large shop 
selling many different types 
of goods. 

megaton 7. (also mega- 
tonne) a unit of explosive power equal to 
one million tons of ‘TNT. 

megawatt 7. one million watts. 

meiosis /my-oh-sis/n. (f/. meioses) 
1 Bol. ¥ a type of cell division that 
results in daughter cells with half the 
chromosome number of the parent cell. 
2 = morris. [based on Greek meioun ‘to 
lessen’] O meiotic ad). 

melamine n. 1 a white crystalline compound 
used to make thermosetting resins. 2 (in full 
melamine resin) a plastic made from melamine 
and used esp. for laminated coatings. [from Ger- 
man melam (an arbitrary formation) + \mint] 

melancholia 7. 1 a mental illness marked 
by depression and ill-founded ears. 
2 = metancuory n. 1. [Late Latin] 

melancholy e 7. (//. -ies) 1 a a 
pensive sadness. b a tendency to this. 
2 hast. = wack pi.. 3 Aled. archaic = MeLaxcnowis @ ad). 
(of a person) sad, gloomy; (of a thing) saddening, 
depressing; (of words, a tune, etc.) expressing 
sadness. [from Greck melay ‘black’ + khole ‘bile’| 
DO melancholic ad. melancholically ade. 


= 
MEIOSIS 


MEGALOSAURUS 
(Megalosaurus species) 


MELILOT: WHIIL VIPs 
(.Velilotus alba, 


Melanesian e 7. 1 ‘a member of the dominant 
Negroid people of Melanesia, an island group in 
the W. Pacific. 2 any of the languages of this 
people. e adj. of or relating to this people or their 
language. [based on Greek melas ‘black’ + nésos 
‘island’ | 

mélange /may-lonzh/ n. a mixture; a medley. 
[French] 
melanin 7. a dark pigment 
occurring in the hair, skin, 
and iris of the eye, that is 

, responsible for tanning of the 
skin when exposed to sunlight. 

[based on Greek melas melanos ‘black’ | 
melanoma 7. a usu. malignant tumour of 
melanin-forming cells in the skin. 

Melba sauce n. a sauce made from puréed 

raspberries thickened with icing sugar. [named 

after Dame Nellie Melba, Australian operatic 

soprano, 1861-1931] 

Melba toast 7. very thin crisp toast. 
meld wir, S int orig. US merge, blend. [from 
German melden ‘to announce’ | 
mélée /mel-ay/ 7. (US melee) 1 a confused 
fight, skirmish, or scuffle. 2 a muddle. [French | 
melilot n. < a leguminous plant of the genus 

Mellotus, with trifolate leaves, small flowers. 

and a scent of hay when dried. 
[from Greek melilotos ‘honey 
lotus’] 
mellifluous adj. (of a voice or 
words) pleasing, musical, flowing. 
[based on Latin mel ‘honey’ + fluere 
‘to flow’] 0 mellifluously adc. 
mellow e adj. 1 (of sound, colour, 
heght) soft and rich; free from harshness. 
2 \of character) softened or matured by 
age or experience. 3 genial, jovial. 4 slightly 
drunk. 5 (of fruit) soft, sweet, and juicy. 6 (of 
wince) well-matured, smooth. 7 (of 
earth) nch, loamy. @ viz & intr: 
make or become mellow. [Middle 
English] 0 mellowness 1. 
melodeon 7. (also melodion; 1 a small organ 
popular in the 19th c., sumilar to the harmonium. 
2 a small German accordion, played esp. by folk 
musicians. [sense |: alteration of melodium. blend of 
MiLOpY and HARMONIUM] 


“ 


DEMONSTRATION OF MEIOTIC 


' Before a cell divides by meiosis, it contains one set of 
chromosomes from each parent. Matchmg chromosomes, 
each with two chromatids, then line up to form tetrads, 
and the chromatids overlap and swap picces. In the first 
division, matching chromosomes separate, forming two 
new cells, each with a single pair of chromosomes. In the 
second division, the chromatids in each chromosome 
separate, forming four new, daughter cells, each 

| with half the genetic content of the original cell. 


Cli? DINTISTON 


crossed-over 
_ Chromatids single- 
chromatid 


chromosome 


diploid re 

parent cell ___=—= set of double haploid 
chromatid daughter 
chromosomes = ii 


chromatid 


chromatids joined 
by centromere 


FIRST DIVISION 


tetrad formed by matching — SECOND DIVISION 


(homologous) chromosomes 


member 


melodic adj. 1 of or relating to melody. 2 having or 
producing melody, 0 melodically adv. 

melodious ad. 1 of, producing, or having melody. 
2 sweet-sounding. 0 melodiously adv. melodi- 
ousness 1. 

melodrama 7. 1 a sensational dramatic piece with 
crude appeals to the emotions. 2 the genre of 
drama of this type. 3 language, behaviour, or an 
occurrence suggestive of this. 4 fest. a play with 
songs interspersed and with music accompanying 
the action. [based on Greek melos ‘music’ + French 
drame “drama’) 0 melodramatic ad. melodra- 
matically ad:. melodramatize v:/r. (also -ise). 

melody 7. {//. -ies) 1 an arrangement of single 
notes in a musically expressive succession. 2 the 
principal part in harmonized music. 3 a musical 
arrangement of words. 4 sweet music; tunefulness. 
[from Greek melordia] 

melon 7. 1 the large round fruit of various plants of 
the gourd family, with sweet pulpy flesh and many 
seeds (honeydew melon; watermelon). > rrr. 2 the 
plant producing this. 3 Zool. ¥ a mass of waxy 
material in the head of some toothed whales, 
thought to focus acoustic signals. [from Greek 
mélopepon, from mélon ‘apple’ + pepon ‘gourd’| 


brain 


blowhole . 


nasal plug . 


melon __ 


MELON IN A 
DOLPHIN’S HEAD 


melt @ v. 1 intr become liquefied by heat. 2 & 
change to a liquid condition by heat (see also 
uonrin). 3 int G tr soften or liquefy by the action of 
moisture: dissolve. 4 int. a (of a person, feclings, 
the heart, etc.) be softened as a result of pity, love. 
etc. b dissolve into tears. 5 i soften (a person, feel- 
ings, the heart, ete.) (a look to melt a heart of stone). 
6 intr: (usu. loll. by alo) change or merge impercept- 
ibly into another form or state (wghl melted into 
dawn). 7 inh. (of a person) leave or disappear unob- 
trusively (melled into the background; melted away into the 
crowd). 8 intr, (usu. as melting adj.) (of sound) be 
soft and hquid (melting chords). 9 mér. collog. (of a 
person) suffer extreme heat (/’m melting in this thick 
jumper). @ n. 1 liquid metal etc. 2 an amount melted 
at any one time. 3 the process or an instance of 
melting. 0 melt away disappear or make disap- 
pear by liquefaction. melt down 1 melt (esp. 
metal articles) in order to reuse the raw material. 
2 become liquid and lose structure (cf. muttpown). 
melt in the mouth (of food) be delicious and esp. 
very light. [Old English] o melter n. meltingly 
adv. 

meltdown ». 1 the melting of a structure, esp. the 
overheated core of a nuclear reactor. 2 a disastrous 
event, esp. a rapid fall in share prices. 

melting point 7. the temperature at which a solid 
will melt. 

melting pot x. 1 a pot in which metals etc. are 
melted and mixed. 2 a place where races, theories. 
etc. are mixed, or an imaginary pool where ideas 
are mixed together. 

melt water 7. water formed by the melting of snow 
andl ice, esp. from a glacier. 

member 7. 1 a person belonging to a society, team. 
etc. 2\Member) a person formally elected to take 
part in the proceedings of certain organizations 
(Afember of Parliament; Member of Congress). 3 (also 
atin.) a part or branch of a political body (member 
state. a member of the Conomanieealth,. 4 a constituent 
portion of a complex structure (/oad bearing member) 
3a part of a sentence, equation, group of figures 
mathematical set, ete. 6 a any part or organ of the 


STA 


membership 


body, esp. a limb. b the penis. 7 used in the title 
awarded to a person admitted to certain honours 
(ember of the British Empire). [from Latin membrum 
‘limb’|] 0 membered adj. (also in comé.). 
membership 2. 1 being a member. 2 the number 
of members. 3 the body of members. 
membrane 7. 1 < any 
pliable sheetlike struc- 
ture acting as a 
boundary, lining, 
or partition in an 
organism. 2 a thin 
pliable sheet or 
skin. {from Latin 
membrana ‘skin coy- 
ering part of the 
body, parchment’} 
O membranous adj. 
memento 2. (p/. -oes 
or -os) an object kept as a reminder of a person or 
an event. [Latin, literally *remember’] 
memento mori 7. a warning or reminder of 
death. [Latin, literally ‘remember you must die’] 


_ membrane 


MEMBRANE LINING AN 
EGGSHELL 


memo 7. (/:/. -os) collog. a memorandum. 

memoir /mem-wah/ x. 1 a historical account or 
biography written from personal knowledge or 
special sources. 2 (in fi.) an autobiography or a 
written account of one’s memory of certain events 
or people. 3 an essay on a learned subject specially 
studied hy the writer. [from special use of French 
mémoire ‘Memory | D memoirist 7. 

memorabilia 7.,/)/. souvenirs of memorable events, 
people, etc. [Latin] 

memorable ad. 1 worth remembering. 2 easily 
remembered. Oo memorability 1. memorably ade. 

memorandum 7. (//. memoranda or memo- 
randums, 1 a note or record made for future use. 
2 an informal written message, esp. in business, 
diplomacy, etc. {Latin, literally ‘thing to be called to 
mind | 

memorial e 7. 1 an object, institution, or custom 
establishect in memory of a person or event (the 
Albert Memorial). 2 often m pl.) hist. a statement of 
facts as the basis of a petition etc.; a record; an 
informal diplomatic paper. @ ad. imtending to 
commemorate a person or thing (memorial service). 
[from Latin memorials] O memorialist 7. 

Memorial Day ». (in the US) a day on which those 
who died on active service are remembered, usu. 
the last Monday in May. 


memorialize 7./; (also -ise) 1 commemorate. 
2 address a memorial to, 
memorize w/r (also -ise; commit to memory. 


O memorization n. 

memory /. (/i/. -ies} 1 the faculty by which things 
are recalled to or kept in the mind. 2 a this fac ulty 
in an individual (ay memory is beginning to fail), 
b one’s store of things rememberecl (buried deep in my 
memory}. 3a recollection or remembrance (the mem- 
ory of betler hmes). 4a the part of a computer ete. in 
which data or instructions can be stored for retriev- 
al. b capacity for storing information in this way. 
5 the remembrance of a person or thing (his mothers 
memory haunted him). 6 the reputation of a dead 
person (Ais memory lives on). 7 the length of time over 
which the memory or given 
person or group extends (eerhin living memory). 
Oo from memory without verification in books etc, 
in memory of to keep alive the remembrance of. 
[based on Latin memor ‘mindful, remembering’ 


inemorics of any 


memory bank 7. 1 the memory device of 
computer ctc. 2 the store of memories of an mdi- 
vidual or group. 

memory board 7. a detachable storage device 
which can be connected to a computer. 

memory lame 7, usu. down, 
imaginary und sentimental journey into the past. 

memsahib /memesahh/ on. Anglo Ind. hist. a 
European marred woman in India, as spoken of 
or to by Indians. 


prec. by along) an 


Blan 


men fi. of MAN. 
menace e 7. 1 a threat. 2 a dangerous or obnoxious 


thing or person. 3 joc. a pest; a nuisance. @ vir & 


intr. threaten, [based on Latin minax -acis ‘threaten- 
ing] 0 menacingly adv. 

menage /may-nahzh/ n. the mem- 
bers of a household. [from Old 
French] 

ménage a trots /ah trwah/ 1. (pl. 
ménages a trois pronunc. same) an 
arrangement in which three people 
live together, usu. a married couple 
and the lover of one of them. 
[French, literally ‘household of | 
three’} 

menagerie 7. 1 a collection of wild 
animals in captivity for exhibition 
etc. 2 the place where these are 
housed. [from French ménagerie| 

menaquinone 7. one of the K 
vitamins, produced by bacteria found m the large 
intestine and essential for the blood-clotting process. 
{from chemical name methyl-naphthogquinone| 

menarche 7. the onset of first’ menstruation. 
{based on Greek arkhé “beginning’] 

mend e =: I / restore to a sound condition; repair. 
2 intr, heal. @ n. a darn or repair in material etc. (a 
mend in my shirt) Omend one’s fences make peace 
with a person. mend one’s ways reform, improve 
one’s habits. on the mend improving in health or 
condition, {from Anglo-French mender] Omender 1. 

mendacious adj. lying, untruthful. [from Latin 
mendax dacis| O mendaciously «dv. mendacity n. 
(pl. -1es). 

mendelevium 7. Chem. an artificially made 
transuranic radioactive metallic element. [named 
alter D, I. Mendeleev, Russian chemist, 1834-1907] 

Mendelism x, ¥ the theory of heredity based on 
the recurrence of certain inherited characteristics 
transmitted by genes. [from G. J. Afendel, Austrian 
botanist, 1822-84] o Mendelian ad. Sn 

mendicant e ad. 1 begeing. 2 (of a friar) hiving 
solely on alms. @ 7. 1 a beggar. 2 a mendicant friar. 
[trom Latin mendicani- ‘begging | 

mending n. | the action of a person who mends. 
2 things, esp. clothes, to be mended. 


MENDELISM 

Certain basic principles of genetics were 
established by the Austrian botanist Gregor 
Mendel, who found that the inheritance of 
characteristics follows predictable math- 
ematical patterns. ‘he expression of inher- 
ited characteristics depends on whether the 
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DEMONSTRATION OF MENDELISM IN A PLANT 


COMBINATIONS IN FIRST GENERATION 


b COMBINATIONS IN SECOND GENERATION 


meninx 


menfolk 7_p/. 1 men in general. 2 the men of one’s 


family. 


menhaden 2. any large herring-like fish of the 


genus Brevoortia, of the east coast of N. America, 
pana valuable oil and used_for fertilizer. 
menhir /men-heer/ 2. <a 
tall upright usu. prehistoric 
monumental stone. [from 
Breton men ‘stone’ + fir 
‘long’ | 

menial e ad. 1 (esp. of 
unskilled domestic work) 
degrading, servile. 2 usu. 
derog. (of a servant) domes- 
tic. e 2. 1 a menial servant. 
2 a servile person. [based 
on Old French — meinee 
‘household’] @ mentally 


MENHIR: PREHISTORIC MENHIRS 
: adv. 
NEAR CARNAG, 


FRANCE eee te Aer 8G 

meningitis /men-in-jy-tis/ 
n. inflammation of the meninges due to infection 
by viruses or bacteria. 


meninx 7. (//. meninges /mi-nin-jeez/) (usu. in 


pl.) Anat. ¥ each of three membranes (the dura 
mater, arachnoid, and pia mater) that line the skull 
and vertebral canal and enclose the brain and 


spinal cord. [from Greek ménigx ‘membrane’ 
0D meningeal aq). 
central nerve fibre 
canal a tracts 
_— white 
matter 
pia mater 
SENSOrY 
nerve 
arachnoid root 


dura mater 


grey 
matter 


SECTION FHROUGH THE HUMAN 
SPINAL CORD SHOWING MENINGES 


genes are dominant (R below) or recessive (7) 
in form. A recessive gene is expressed only if 
it is partnered by an identical recessive gene. 
If paired with a dommant gene the effect is 
masked, but it still forms part of the genetic 
information passed to the next generation. 
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meniscus 


meniscus 7. (//. menisci /mi-nis-I/) 1 Physics ¥ 
the curved upper surface of a liquid in a tube. 2 a 
lens that is convex on one side and concave on the 
other. 3 Anat. a thin fibrous cartilage between the 
surfaces of some jomts, e.g. the knee. > KNEE. 
4 Math. a crescent-shaped figure. [from Greek 
méniskos ‘crescent’ 


upward-curving 
meniscus 


downward-curving 
meniscus 


rey e water 
MENISCUS: MERCURY 


AND WATER MENISCI] 


Mennonite n. a member of a Protestant sect origin- 
ating in Friesland in the [6th c. [from the name of 
its founder, Menno Simons, 1496-1561] 

menopause 7. I the ceasing of menstruation. 2 the 
period in a woman’s life (usu. between 45 and 50) 
when this occurs. O menopausal adj. 

menorah /mi-nor-d/ n. ® a 
candelabrum used in Jewish © Bye iG 
worship, originally one with 
seven branches which stood in 
the Temple, now often one with 
eight branches used at Hanuk- 
kah, with a ninth candle used to 
light the rest. [Hebrew, literally 
‘candlestick’ ] 

menses 7.f/. 1 blood and other 
materials discharged from the 
uterus at menstruation, 2 the time of 
menstruation. [Latin, literally ‘months’ | 

menstrual aq. of or relating to the menses 
or menstruation, [from Latin menstrualis] 

menstrual cycle 7. the process of ovulation 
and menstruation in female primates. 

menstruate v.17/. undergo menstruation, 
[based on Latin menstrua ‘monthly 
courses’ | 

menstruation 7. the process of dischar- 
ging blood and other materials from the f 
lining of the uterus in sexually mature non-preg- 
nant women at intervals of about one lunar month 
until the menopause. 

mensuration 7, 1 measuring. 2 Afath. the measur- 
ing of geometric magnitudes such as lengths, areas, 
and volumes. [from Late Latin mensuratio| 

menswear 7. clothes for men. 

mental adj. 1 of or in the mind. 2 done by the 
mind. 3 collog. a insane. b mad, crazy, angry, fanati- 
cal (is mental about pop music). 4 (attrib) of or relating 
to disorders or illnesses of the mind (mental hospital ). 
[based on Latin mens mentis ‘mind’| G mentally ade. 


m Usage In sense 4, psychiatric is now often 
preferred to mental as it is regarded as a less stigma- 
uzing term. 


mental age 7. the degree of a person’s mental 
development expressed as an age at which the same 
degree is attained by an average person. 

mental block 7. a particular mental inability due 
to subconscious emotional factors. 

mental defective 7. archaic or offens. a person with 
a mental handicap. 

mental handicap 7. a condition in which the 
intellectual capacity of a person is permanently so 
much lowered or underdeveloped as to prevent 
normal function in society. 0 mentally handi- 
capped ad). 


mercury 


MERCATOR PROJECTION 


The most common type of world map was 
devised by the Dutch map-maker Gerardus 
Mercator in 1569. In the projection on 
which the map is based, the Earth’s sphere 
is ‘unwrapped’ from a cylinder on to a flat 
rectangular surface, with the lines of longi- 
tude and latitude shown as a regular grid 
of straight lines. In a cylindrical projection 
such as this, the Earth’s surface becomes 
visually more distorted towards the poles. 


DEMONSTRATION OF A CYLINDRICAL 


(MERCATOR) PROJECTION 
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w Usage The term /earning difficulties, which strictly 
applies to educational problems, is sometimes 
preferred for or by people with certain mental 
handicaps. 


mental illness 7. a condition which causes serious 
abnormality or disorder in a person’s behaviour or 
thinking capacity, esp. irrespective of intelligence; a 
disorder of the mind. 

mentality 7. (//. -ies) 1 mental 
character or disposition. 2 kind 
or degree of intelligence. 3 what 
is in or of the mind. 

mental nurse n. Byi!. = psycui- 
ALRIC NURSL. 

mental patient 7. Bril. = psycui- 
APRIG PYTIENT. 

mental reservation 7. a quali- 

fication tacitly added in making a 

Statement etc. 

menthol x. a mint-tasting organ- 

ic alcohol found in oil of pepper- 

mint ete., used as a flavouring and to 
relieve local pain. [based on Latin mentha 

“unt | 

mentholated aq). 

containing menthol. 

mention e v./7, 1 refer to briefly. 2 spec- 
ify by name. 3 reveal or disclose (do nol 
mention this to anyone). 4 Bri. (im dispatches) 
award (a person) a minor honour for 
meritorious military service @ 7.1 a reference, esp. 
by name, to a person or thing. 2 Bri. (in dispatches) 
a military honour awarded for outstanding 
conduct. 0 don’t mention it said in polite 
dismissal of an apology or thanks. make 
mention (or no mention) of refer (or not 
refer) to. not to mention introducing a fact or 
thing of secondary or (as a rhetorical device) of 
primary importance. [from Latin mentw, based 
on mens ‘mind’| O mentionable ad). 

mentor 7. an experienced and trusted adviser. 
[from Greek Mentor, adviser of the young 
Telemachus in Homer’s Odyssey and Fénelon’s 
Télémaque| 

menu 7. 1 aa list of dishes available in a restau- 
rant ete. ba hist of items to be served at a meal. 

2 Computing a list of options usu. displayed on- 
screen showing the commands or facilities avail- 
able. [French, literally ‘detailed list’] 

menvu-driven adj. (of a program or computer) 
used by making selections from menus. 

meow var. of MiAow. 

MEP abbr. Member of the European Parliament. 

meperidine 71. esp. U.S = rereiint.. 

mephitic aq. 1 foul-smelling. 2 (of a vapour etc.) 
noxious, poisonous. [from Latin] 

meranti 7. a white, red, or yellow hard- 
wood timber from a Malaysian or Indo- 
nesian tree of the genus Shorea. [Malay| 


treated with or 


MERCURY IN |81H- 
CENTURY 


mercantile adj. 1 of trade, 
trading. 2 commercial. 3 mercenary; fond of 
bargaining. [based on Italian mercante “merchant’} 

mercantile marine 7. shipping employed in 
commerce not war. 

Mercator projection /mer-kay-ter/ 2. (also Mer- 
cator’s projection) A a projection of a map of 
the world on to a cylinder so that all the parallels of 
latitude have the same length as the equator. [from 
Mercator, Latinized name of G. Kremer, Flemish- 
born geographer, 1512-94 

mercenary @ ad. primarily concerned with money 
or other reward (mercenary motives). @ n. (pl. -ies) La 
hired soldier in foreign service. 2 a person available 
for paid hire (cricket mercenaries playing abroad). [based 
on Latin merces ‘reward’ } 

mercer 7. Bri/. a dealer in textile fabrics. [based on 
Latin merx mercis ‘zoods’ | 

mercerize 2/7, (also -ise) treat (cotton fabric or 
thread) under tension with caustic alkali to give 
greater strength and mmpart lustre. [from J. \Jercer, 
1791-1866, alleged inventor of the process] 

merchandise e 7. goods for sale. @ v. 1 zir. trade, 
traffic. 2 & trade or traffic in. 3 f% a promote the 
sale of (goods etc.). b advertise or publicize (an idea 
or person). {from Old French — marchandise| 
Oo merchandiser ». 

merchant n. 1 a wholesale trader, esp. Brit. with 
foreign countries. 2 esp. US & Sc. a retail wader. 
3 collog. usu. derog. a person showing a partiality for 
a specified activity or practice (speed merchant). 
[based on merx mercis ‘merchandise’ 

merchantable adj. saleable, marketable. 

merchant bank ». esp. Bri. a bank dealing in 
commercial loans and finance. 0 merchant 
banker n. 
merchantman 7. (/)/. -men) a ship convey- 
ing merchandise. 
merchant marine 7. ('S = Mi.xcHani Navy. 
merchant navy 7. B7i/. a nation’s commer- 
cial shipping. 
merchant prince 7. a wealthy merchant. 
merchant ship 7. = MikCHANI MAN. 
merciful adj. having or showing or feeling 
mercy. 
mercifully ad 1 in a merciful manner. 
2 (qualifying a whole sentence) fortunately 
(mercifully, the sun came out). 
merciless ad. 1 pitiless. 2 showing no 
mercy. O mercilessly ad:. 
mercurial @ adj. 1 (of a person) sprightly, 
ready-witted, volatile. 2 of or containing 
mercury. @ 7. a drug containing mercury. 
O mercurially adv. 
mercury 7. 1 Chem. 4 silvery-white heavy 
liquid metallic clement 
barometers, thermometers. and 
amalgams; also called guscksilve. 
LHERMOMLITER > 
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mercy 


2 (Mercury) » the planet nearest to the Sun. 
> sonvrsysiio, [from Latin name Afercurius, messen- 
ger of the gods and god of traders] 0 mercuric 
adj. 

mercy e 2. (p/. -ies) 1 compassion or forbearance 
shown to enemies or offenders in one’s power. 2 the 
quality of compassion. 3 an act of mercy. 4 (attr7b.) 
administered or performed out of compassion for a 
suffering person (mercy killing). 5 something to be 
thankt ay for (small mercies). @ int. expressing surprise 
or fear. oO at the mercy of I in the power of. 
2 liable to danger or harm from. have mercy on 
(or upon) show mercy to, [from Latin meres 
reward] 

mere! ativib.adj. (maerest) that is solely or no more 
or better than what is specified (@ mere boy; no mere 
theory). [from Latin merus ‘unmixed’| o merely ade. 

mere® 7. archaic or poet. a lake. [Old English] 

mere® 1. a Maori war club. [Maori] 

meretricious /me-ri-trish-ts/ ad. showily but 
falsely attractive. [from Latin meretricius] 

merganser 7. any of various diving fish-eating 
northern ducks of the genus Mergus, with a long 
narrow serrated hooked bill (cf Goosaxprr). [from 
Latin mergus ‘diver’ + anser goose’) 

merge «. 1 fr. & ini. a combine or be combined. 
b jom or blend gradually. 2 ini. & tr: (fol. by in) lose 
or cause to lose character and identity in (some- 
thing else). [earlier in sense “to immerse (oneself)’: 
from Latin mergere “to dip, plunge’ | 

merger 7. 1 the combining of two commercial 
companies ete. into one. 2 a merging. 

meridian e 7. 1 a circle passing through the celes- 
tial poles and the zenith of a given place on the 
Earth’s surface. 2 a a circle of constant longitude. 
passing through a given place and the terrestrial 
poles. b the corresponding line on a map. 3 archaic 
the point at which a sun or star attains its highest 
altitude. 4 prime; full splendour. @ adj. 1 of noon. 
2 of the period of greatest splendour, vigour, ete. 
[from Latin merdies “midday | 


meridional adj. 1 of or in the south (esp. of 


Europe). 2 of or relating to a meridian. 

meringue /m¢-rang/ 7. 1 a confection of sugar. 
the white of eggs, etc., baked crisp. 2 a small] cake 
or shell of this, usu. decorated or filled with whip- 
ped cream etc. [French] 

merino 7. (//. -os) 1 (in full merino sheep) a var- 
lety of sheep with long fine wool. 2 a soft woollen or 
wool-and-cotton material like cashmere, originally 
of merino wool. 3a fine woollen yarn. [Spanish] 

merit @ 7. 1 the quality of deserving well. 2 excel- 
lenee, worth. 3 (usu. in p/.) a a thing that entitles 
one to reward or gratitude. b esp. Laz: intrinsic 
rights and wrongs (he merits of a case). @ ut. (Maerited, 
meriting, clescrve. GO on its merits with regard 
only to its intrinsic worth. [from Latin mentum 
‘price, valuc’] 

meritocracy #. (/)/. -ies) 1 government by persons 
selected according to merit. 2 a group of persons 
selected im this way. 3a society governed by merit- 
ocracy. O meritocratic “/). 

meritorious ad). descrving reward, praise, or grati- 
tude. 

merlin #. a small European or N. American falcon, 
Falco columhbarius. [from Old French evmerillon| 

mermaid »). an imaginary sca creature, with the 
head and trunk of a woman and the tail of a fish. 
{Middle English} 

mermaid’s purse 1. the horny egg-case of a 
skate. ray. or shark. 

merman /). 
mermaid. 


(pl. -men; the male equivalent of a 


merriment 7. 1 exuberant enjoyment; being 
merry. 2 mirth, fin. 

merry «dj. (merrier, merriest) 1 a joyous. b full 
of laughter or gaiety. 2 Brit. collog. shghty drunk. 
Oo make merry 1 he lestive: enjoy oneself. 2 ifoll. 
by over) make fun of. play merry hell with scc 


Hit. (Old English] o merrily ad: 
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MERCURY thin crust of _ Rubens crater 
; stlicate rock "A 

Mercury is a small, rocky planet whose surface ‘ , unmapped 

has been heavily cratered by meteorites. The nies “region 

surface also has many ridges, called rupes, oa eee 

: ¢ selicate — Vivaldi 

that are believed to have formed as the Thee Pir 

core of the young planet cooled and Caloris 

shrank. Mercury moves faster than Basin 

any other planet, completing its orbit 

of the Sun in 88 Earth days, but its b 

axial rotation is very slow, taking atmosphere 

. ; of minute 

nearly 59 days. As a result, a solar ? 

day (from sunrise to sunrise) on amounts of 
ay (from sunrise to sur hilton and 

Mercury lasts twice as long as the hydrogen 

Mercurean year. Surface temp- 

erature on the planet varies from Eyer are 

430 °C (806 °F) on the sunlit sicle to 

-170 °C (-338 °F) on the dark side. Renoir crater 
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MERCURY, WITH INTERNAL STRUCTURE REVEALED 


merry-go-round 7. 1 a revolving machine with 
wooden horses or cars for riding on at a fair ete. 
2 a cycle of bustling acuviies. 

merrymaking ”. revelling, fun. 

mesa /may-si/ 7. an isolated flat-topped hill with 
steep sides. & Lropt.. [Spanish, literally ‘table’] 

mésalliance /nicz-al-i-anss/ n. a marriage with a 
person of a lower social position. [French] 

mescal 7. a peyote cactus. [from Aztec mexealli| 

mescal buttons 77.//. clisc-shaped dried tops trom 
the peyote cactus, eaten or chewed as an intoxicant. 

mescaline 7. (also mescalin) a hallucinogenic 
alkaloid present in mescal buttons. 

Mesdames /i/. of Mapanir. 

Mesdemoiselles //. of Manroisritr. 

mesembryanthemum 7. any of various succu- 
lent plants of the genus Mesembryanthemum of S. 
Alrica, or related genera, having brightly coloured 
daisy-like flowers that fully open in sunlight. [from 
Greek mesembria noow + anthemon “flower | 

mesh e 1. 1 a network fabric or structure, 2 each of 
the open spaces between the strands of a net or 
sieve etc, 3 {in pl.) a a network. b a snare. 4 (in pl.) 
Physiol. an interlaced structure. @ v. 1 intz (of the 
tecth of a wheel) be engaged. 2 itz be harmonious. 
3 ¢ catch in or as in a net. Cin mesh (of the teeth 
of wheels) engaged. [from Middle Dutch maesche] 

mesmerism 1. 1 Psychol. a a hypnotic state pro- 
duced in a person by another's influence. b a 
doctrine concerning this. ¢ an influence or process 
producing this. 2 fascination, [named after FA. 
Afesmer, Austrian physician, 1734-1815] a mes- 
meric ad). mesmerist 7. 

mesmerize v./: (also -ise) 1 Psychol. hypnotize; 
exercise mesmerism on, 2 fascinate, spellbind. 

meso- coh. form middle, mtermechate. [from Greek 
mesos ‘middie’ | 

mesolithic «dj. -lrchaeol. of or relating to the middle 
phase of the Stone Age, lasting from the end of the 
last ice age to the start of agriculture. [based on 
Greek lithos ‘stone’] 

mesomorph ». » 4 person with a compact and 
muscular build of body (cf Letomoren. uxpo- 
MORPH). [based on Greek moarphé form’| 0 meso- 
morphic adj. 

meson 7. Physics any of a class of subatomic par- 
ticles believed to participate in the forces that hold 
nucleons together in the atomic nucleus, 

mesosphere 7. the region of the atmosphere 
above the stratosphere. C AIMOSMILRE 


Mesozoic Geu/. @ adj. of or relating to an era of 
geological time marked by the development of 
dinosaurs, and with evidence of the first maminals, 
birds, and flowering plants. @ 7. this era (cf. Cino- 
Zoic, Parsozoic), [based on Greek zézen ‘animal’ 

mesquite /mess-kecet/ 7. (also mesquit) any N. 
American leguminous tree of the genus Prosopis. 
esp. P glandulosa. [from Mexican Spanish mezquile| 

mess @ 7. 1a clirty or untidy state of things (the room 
is a mess). 2 a state of confusion, embarrassment, or 
trouble. 3 something causmg a mess, e.g. spilt 
liquid. 4 a domestit, animal’s excreta. 5 a a 
company of persons who take meals together, esp. 
in the armed forces. b a place where such meals or 
recreation take place -sommunally. ¢ a meal taken 
there. 6 derog. a disagreeable concoction. 7 a a 
portion of liquid or pulpy food. b Bri. a liquid or 
mixcd food for hola: etc. @ 2. 1 fx (often foll. by up) 
a make a mess of; dirty. b muddle; make into a state 
of confusion. 2 intr (foll. by with) (esp. N. Amer) 
interfere with. 3 wr. take onc’s meals. 4 int, G tr 


MESOMORPH 


Mcsomorphs are one of the three basic 
body shapes, or ‘somatypes’, identified by 
W. H. Sheldon in the 1950s. ‘They have 
strong, muscular boches, with wide shoul- 
ders and narrow hips. Endomorphs tend 
to be overweight, gaining weight in the 
abdominal region and with poorly devel- 
oped muscle and bone. Ectomorphs, the 
third type, have tall, thin, lean physiques. 
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message metal detector 


collog. defecate or soil by defecating, o make a 
mess of bungle. mess about (or around) 1 intr. METAL 
act desultorily. 2 dr. collog. make things awkward for; 


cause arbitrary inconvenience to. [from Late Latin Metals have been valued since early times ore minerals in which they occur. Some | 

missus ‘course at dinner’ for their hardness and strength, and for the metals, such as aluminium, tin, and lead, 
message 7. 1 a communication sent by one person ease with which they can be shaped; some are weaker and melt more easily than 

to another. 2 an inspired or significant communi- are also prized for their beauty and rarity. others. These are widely used in the produc- 

cation from a prophet, writer, or preacher. 3 a Few occur in a pure native state: most have _ tion of alloys metal mixtures that exploit 

mission or errand. o get the message collog. | to be extracted by refining and smelting the _ the distinctive qualities of different metals. 


understand what is meant. [based on Latin muittere 
miss~ ‘to send’ | 

Messeigneurs pl. of Monsricneur. EXAMPLES OF PRECIOUS METALS 

messenger n. 1 a person who carries a message. 
2 a person employed to carry messages. [from Old 
French messager] 

messenger RNA z. the form of RNA in which 
genetic information transcribed from DNA as a 
sequence of bases is transferred to a ribosome. 

Messiah 2. 1 a liberator or would-be liberator of 
an oppressed people. 2 a the promised deliverer of 
the Jews. b (usu. prec. by the) Christ regarded as : 
this. [from Hebrew maszah ‘anointed’] 0 Messiah- PLATINUM GOLD SILVER 
ship 7. 

Messianic /mess-i-an-ik/ adj. 1 of the Messiah. 


2 inspired by belief in a Messiah, G Messianism n. EXAMPLES OF MINERAL ORES 
[from Anglo-French] 


Messieurs #/. of Monsivur. % > z 
messy adj. (messier, messiest) 1 untidy or dirty. 


2 causing or accompanied by a mess. 3 difficult to ~ CINNABAR CASSTTERITE BAUNITE 
deal with; full of awkward complications. 0 mess- PSE tin} (aluminium) 
ily adv. messiness 7. 

met! past and past part. of Mev’. 

met? adj. collog. 1 meteorological. 2 metropolitan. 
3 (the Met) a (in full the Met Office) (in the | 
UR) the Meteorological Office. b the Metropolitan 
Police in London. ¢ the Mctropolitan Opera House 
in New York. 

meta- comb. form (usu. met- before a vowel or fh) 
1 denoting change of position or condition (meta- 
bolism). 2 denoting position: a behind. b after or 
beyond (metaphysics, metacarpus). c of a higher or 
second-order kind (metalanguage). [from Greek meta CHALCOPYRIT] GALENA 
‘with, after’] 

metabolism 1. all the chemical processes that 
occur within a living organism, resulting in energy 
production (destructive metabolism) and growth 
(constructive metabolism). [based on Greek 
melabolé ‘change’] GO metabolic ad. metaboli- 
cally adv 

metabolite n. Physiol. a substance formed in 01 
necessary for metabolism. 


(native form) (native form) (native form) 


mess kit n. a soldier’s couking and eating utensils. 

messmate 7. a person with whom one regularly 
takes meals, esp. in the armed forces. 

Messrs p/. of Mr. 

mess tin 7. a small container as part of a mess kit. 

messuage /mess-wij/ 7. Law a dwelling house 
with outbuildings and land assigned to its use. 


NICCOLITE 
(copper) lead) (nickel) 


metabolize vf & intr (also -ise) process or be 
processed by metabolism. SPHALERITE RU TILE HAEMAITTEE 
metacarpus 7. (//, metacarpi) I the set of five (zinc) (titanium) (iron) 
hones of the hand that connects the wrist to the 
fingers. > HAND, SKELLTON. 2 this part of the hand. EXAMPLES OF ALLOYS — 
O metacarpal ad). 
metadata n. a set of data that describes and gives stainless steel Chinese 
information about other data. cutlery bronze food 
metal @ 7. 1 a » any of a class of substances ; vessel 
(including many chemical elements) which are in all K, 
general lustrous, malleable, fusible, ductile solids 
and good conductors of heat and electricity, e.g. 
gold, silver, iron, brass, stecl. b material of this 
kind. 2 (in pi.) the rails of a railway line. 3 = roan 
MrtaL. @ adj. made of metal. [from Greek metallon 
‘mine’ | 
metalanguage 7. 1 a form of language used to 
discuss a language. 2 a system of propositions ' ~ 


brass 
ship’ 
bell 


about propositions. - RR iicro: cfm es). re 
metal detector 7. an electronic device giving a (iron. carbon, and chromium) (copper and tin copper and zin 
signal when it locates metal. 


ral lal} 


metallic 


METAMORPHIC 


Metamorphic rocks are formed by the application of 
heat and pressure to pre-existing igneous, sediment- 
ary, or carlicr metamorphic rocks. The variations in 
metamorphic rock types are due to variations in the 
original rock type as well as the differing conditions 
to which the rocks were subjected. There are two 
main types of metamorphic rock. When rocks in a 
mountain-building region are transformed by both 
heat and pressure, regional metamorphic rock, 
such as slate, schist, and gneiss, is formed. Contact 
metamorphism occurs in the area around an 
igneous intrusion, where rocks may be altered by 
direct heat alone; marble, for example, is formed 
by the application of heat to limestone. A third 
type of metamorphism dynamic occurs when 
movements at a fault in the Earth’s crust force 

rock masses into contact with each other, produc- 
ing a very fine-graimed rock called mylonite. 


EXAMPLES OF METAMORPHIC ROCKS 


REGIONAL METAMORPHIC ROCKS 


Salehys 
GNEISS 


SMe 


SC. AISI 


meteor 
faull in 
Earth’s crust metamorphic 
zones 


mylonite forms in 
area of dynamic 
metamorphism _ 


Jine-grained slate 
Jjorms under low 
pressure 


medium-grained 
schist forms 
under moderate 
pressure and 
temperature 


igneous 
intrusion 


coarse-grained 
gneiss forms at 
high temperatures 
and pressures 


MODEL SHOWING THE FORMATION OF METAMORPHIC ROCKS 


CONTACT METAMORPHIC ROCKS DYNAMIC METAMORPHIC ROCK 


I MEVAQOUARTZITE 


MARBLE MYLONITE. 


metallic adj. 1 of or like metal or metals. 2 sound- 
ing sharp and ringing, like struck metal. 3 having 
the sheen or lustre of metals. OQ metallically adz. 

metalliferous adj. bearing or producing metal. 

metallize v./, (also -ise; US metalize) 1 render 
metallic, 2 coat with a thin layer of metal. 

metallography 7. the descriptive science of metals. 
Oo metallographic ad). 

metalloid e adj. having the form or appearance of 
a metal. @ 7. any clement intermediate in properties 
between metals and non-mcetals, e.g. boron, silicon, 
and germanium. 

metallurgy /mi-tal-er-ji/ . the scicnce of metals 
and their application. [from Greek metallon ‘metal’ 
+ ourga ‘working’| Oo metallurgical ad. metal- 
lurgist n. 

metalwork 7. 1 the art of working in metal. 
2 metal objects collectively. O metalworker n. 


metamorphic adj. 1 of or marked by metamor- 
phosis. 2 Geof. & (of rock) that has undergone trans- 
formation by natural agencies such as heat and 
pressure. & Rock cycit. [based on Greek morphé 
‘{orm’| 0 metamorphism 7. 

metamorphose »./: 1 change in form. 2 (foll. by éo, 
info) a turn (into a new form). b change the nature of. 

metamorphosis 7. (//. metamorphoses) 1 a 
change of form. 2 a changed form. 3 a change of 
character, conditions, etc, 4 Zool. ¥ the transform- 
ation between an inumature form and an adult 
form, e.g. from a pupa to an insect. [based on 
Greek metamorphoun ‘to transform’ | 

metaphor 7. 1 a the application of a name or 
descriptive term or phrase to an object or action to 
which it is imaginatively but not literally applicable 
(e.g. aglaring error). b an instance of this. 2 (often foll. 
by of or for) a symbol of a usu. abstract thing (te lard 


= 
METAMORPHOSIS 
Most invertebrates, as well as many fish and 
amphibians, start life as larvae. These look 
unhke their parents, often hve in different 
habitats, and eat different food. ‘Vhey then 
undergo a total change of body form and 
appearance, called complete metamorph- 
osis. A more gradual change in body shape, 


called incomplete metamorphosis, occurs in 
many insects. These hatch 
into miniature but imma- 
ture versions of their 
parents, and progress 
through a series of 

moults to adulthood. 


pupal 


Cae 


tha yvalis 


LGGS LARVA PEA 


MATURE BUTTERELY 
COMPLETE METAMORPHOSIS OF A BLTTERELY 


was a metaphor for release). [from Greek metaphora] 
0 metaphoric ad, metaphorical ad. meta- 
phorically adv. 

metaphysic . a system of metaphysics. 

metaphysical e adj. 1 of or relating to meta- 
physics. 2 based on abstract general reasoning. 
3 excessively subtle or theoretical. 4 incorporeal; 
supernatural. 5 (ofertain 17th-c. English poets or 
their poetry) subtle and complex in imagery. 
e 7. (the Metaphysicals) the metaphysical poets. 
Oo metaphysically adv. 

metaphysics 7//. (usu. treated as sing) 1 the the- 
oretical philosophy of being and knowing, 2 the 
philosophy of mind. 3 collog. abstract talk; mere 
theory. [from Greek /a mela ta phusika ‘the things 
after the Physics’, from the sequence of Aristotle’s 
works| 0 metaphysician 7. 

metastable adj. 1 (of a state of equilibrium) stable 
only under small disturbances. 2 (of a substance 
etc.) technically unstable but so long-lived as to be 
stable for practical purposes. G metastability 7. 

metastasis 1. ()/, metastases) Aled. 1 the transfer 
of a disease etc. from onc part of the body to an- 
other, 2 a secondary tumour. [based on Greek 
methistanai * to change’| 0 metastasize v.inir. (also 
-ise), metastatic av). 

metatarsus 7. (f/. metatarsi) 1 the part of the 
foot between the ankle and the toes. 2 the set of 
bones in this. > skrLnron. G metatarsal ad). 

metathesis 7. (//. metatheses) 1 Gram. the trans- 
position of sounds or letters in a word. 2 Chem. the 
interchange of atoms or groups of atoms between 
two molecules. [based on Greek metatithenai ‘to 
transpose’ | O metathetic ad. metathetical ad). 

mete v./r 1 (usu. foll. by oud) literary apportion or 
allot (a punishment or reward). 2 poet. or Bibl. meas- 
ure. [Old English] 

meteor 7. a small body of matter from outer space 
that becomes incandescent as a result of friction 
with the Earth’s atmosphere and is visible as a 
streak of light. [from Greek meteoron ‘lofty (thing)’| 


meteoric 


meteoric adj. 1 of, relating to, or derived from the 
atmosphere. 2 of meteors or meteorites. 3 dazzling, 
transient (meteoric rise to fame). G meteorically 
adv. 

meteoric stone 7. a meteorite. 

meteorite 7. » a rock or metal frag- 
ment formed from a meteor of suffi- 
cient size to reach the Earth’s surface 
without burning up completely in the 
atmosphere. 0 meteoritic ad). 

meteoroid 7. any small body mov- 
ing in the solar system that be- 
comes visible as it passes through 
the Earth’s atmosphere as a meteor. 
O meteoroidal adj. 

meteorology 7. 1 the study of atmospheric 
phenomena, esp. as a means of forecasting the 
weather, 2 the atmospheric character of a region. 
a meteorological ad. meteorologically ad). 
meteorologist 7. : 

meter! e 7. 1 » a person cai Tei 
or thing that measures, 
esp. an instrument for 
recording a quantity of 
gas, electricity, etc. 2 = 
PARKING METER. @ U.f7, Meas- 
ure by means of a meter. 
[Middle English] 

1 


meter® US var. of merer’, 


meter? US var. of mire. 


-meter comb. form 1 forming 
nouns denoting measuring 
instruments (barometer). 2. Pros- 
ody forming nouns denoting 
lines of poetry with a speci- 
fied number of measures 
( pentameter). 

methadone 7. a potent 
narcotic analgesic drug. 
[from chemical name 
6-dimethylamino-4,4- 
diphenyl-3-heptanone| 

methamphetamine n. an amphetamine deriva- 
tive with quicker and longer action, used as a stimu- 
lant. 

methane n. Chem. a colourless odourless inflam- 
mable gaseous hydrocarbon, the main constituent 
of natural gas. 

methanoic acid 7. Chem. = vormic cin. [based on 
METHANL] 

methanol n. Chem. a colourless volatile inflam- 
mable liquid, used as a solvent. 

methedrine 2. prop7. = Misi. Mit wise. 

methinks /mi-thinks/ winir (pas! methought 
/mi-thort/) archaic it seems to me. [Old English] 

method ». 1 a special form of procedure esp. in any 
branch of mental activity. 2 orderliness. 3a scheme 
of classification. 4 Theatr, a technique of acung 
based on the actor’s thorough emotional identifica- 
tion with the character. [from Greek methodos ‘pur- 
suit of knowledge’ | 

methodical adj. (also methodic) characterized by 
method or order. O methodically ad. 

Methodist e 7. 1 a member of any of several 
Protestant religious boclies (now united) originating 
in the 18th-c. Wesleyan evangelist movement. 
2 (methodist) a person who follows or advocates a 
particular method or svstem of procedure. @ adj. of 
or relating to Methodists or Methodism. [related to 
mirHon| O Methodism n. 

methodology 1. (//. -ies) 1 the science of method, 
2 a body of methods used in a particular branch ol 
activity. [from French méthodologie] 0 methodolog- 
ical adj. methodologically adv, methodolo- 
gist 7. 

methought fas! of mMeitinks. 

meths ». rit. collog. methylated spirit. 

methyl 7. Chem. the monovalent hydrocarbon rad- 
ical —CHa, present in many organic compounds. 
[from German] 0 methylic ad. 


, moisture 


4 gauge 


METER: HOUSEPLANT 
LIGHT AND MOISTURE 
METER 


METEORITE 


methyl alcohol 7, = merHano1. 
methylate vt, 1 mix or impregnate with methanol. 


2 introduce a methyl group into (a molecule or 
compound). 0 methylation 7. 

methylated spirit 7. (also methy- 

lated spirits) alcohol saturated 
. with methanol to make it unfit for 
“ drinking and exempt from duty. 

methylbenzene 7. = 1oLUrne. 
meticulous ad. 1 giving great or 
excessive attention to details. 2 very care- 
ful and precise. [from Latin meticulosus] 
O meticulously adi. meticulousness n. 
meétier /met-yay/ n. 1 one’s trade, pro- 
fession, or department of activity. 2 one’s 
forte. [French] 


metonymy 7. the substitution of the name of an 


attribute or adjunct for that of the thing meant (e.g. 
Crown for king). [from Greek metonumia ‘change 
of name] O metonym 7. meto 
nymic ad. metonymically adv. 
metre! n. (US meter) a metric unit 
and the base SI unit of linear 
measure, equal to about 39.4 inches. 
[from Greek metron ‘“measure’| 
O metreage ". 
metre? 7. ([/S meter) 1 a any form of 
poetic rhythm, determined by the 
number and length of feet in a line. 
b a metrical group or measure. 2 the 
basic pulse and rhythm of a piece of 
music. [from Greek metron ‘measure | 
metre-kilogram-second adj. denoting a system 
of measure using the metre, kilogram, and second 
as the basic units of length, mass, and time. 
metric adj. 1 of or based on the metre; esp. relating 
to the decimal measuring system with the metre, 
litre, and gram as units. See also SI 2. 2 of or relat- 
ing to measurement; metrical. 
metriéal ad. 1 of, relating to, or composed in poet- 
ical or musical metre. 2 of or involving measure- 
ment. O metrically adv. 
metricate vinir © tr. change or adapt to a metric 
system of measurement. 0 metrication 7. 
metric hundredweight see HuNnpreowricHT 2. 
metric ton 7. (also metric tonne) | (00 kdograms 
(2,205 Ib). 
metro 7. ( pl. -os) an underground railway system in 
a city, esp. Paris. [abbreviation of French meétropoli- 
tain ‘metropolitan’ | 
metronome 7. \fus. a device marking time at a 
selected rate by giving a regular tick. {from Greek 
metron ‘measure’ + nomos ‘law’| GO metronomic ad). 
metropolis 7. 1 the chief city of a country. 2 a met- 
ropolitan bishop’s see. 3 a town or city as a centre 
of activity. [from Greek metropolis ‘parent state’ | 
metropolitan e adj. 1 of or relating to a metrop- 
olis, esp. as distinct from tis environs (metropolitan 
New lork). 2 of or forming part of a mother coun- 
try as distinct from its colonies etc. (metropolitan 
France), 3 of an ecclesiastical metropolis. @ x. 1 (in 
full metropolitan bishop) a bishop having 
authority over the bishops of a province. 2 an 
inhabitant of a metropolis. [from Greek meétropolites] 
Oo metropolitanate 7. (in sense | of 7n.). metrop- 
olitanism ». 
metropolitan county 7. /us/. (in England) each of 
six units of local government centred on 
a large urban area (in existence since 
1974, although thew councils were 
abolished in 1986) 
metropolitan magistrate 7. Bri/. a 
paid professional magistrate in Lon- 
don. 
mettle 1. 1 the quality of a person’s dispos- 
ition or temperament (a chance to show you 
mettle). 2 natural ardour. 3 spirit, courage. d on 
one’s mettle incited to do one’s best. [variant of 
urial 7.] O mettled ad. (also in comb). mettle- 
some ad). 


Michaelmas 


meuniére /mern-yair/ adj. (esp. of fish) cooked or 
served in hghtly browned butter with lemon juice 
and parsley. [from French (@ la) meuniére ‘(in the 
manner of) a miller’s wife’] 

MeV addy. mega-electronvolt(s). 

mew! @ winir: (of a cat, gull, etc.) utter its character- 
istic cry. @ n. this sound, esp. of a cat, [Middle 
English] 

mew’ e 7. a cage for hawks, esp. while moulting. 
e@ vf 1 put (a hawk) in a cage. 2 (often foll. by wp) shut 
up; confine. [based on Old French muer ‘to moult’} 

mew? 7. a gull. (Old English] 

mewl win/r, (also mule) 1 cry feebly; whimper. 
2 mew like a cat. 

mews 7. Brit. a set of stabling esp. round an open 
yard, often converted into dwellings. [pl. of mrw?, 
originally referring to royal stables on the site of 
hawks’ mews at Charing Cross, London] 

Mexican e 1. l aa native or national of Mexico. 
b a person of Mexican descent. 2 an indigenous 
language of Mexico. @ adj. 1 of or relating to 
Mexico or its people. 2 of Mexican descent. [from 
Spanish mexicano] 

Mexican wave n. Brit. a rising-and-falling effect 
produced by successive sections of a crowd stand- 
ing and sitting. [named because of its popularity at 
the 1986 soccer World Cup finals in Mexico City: 
the practice is older] 

mezuzah 7. a parchment inscribed with religious 
texts and attached in a case to the doorpost of a 
Jewish house as a sign of Jaith. 

mezzaluna /met-za-loo-nah/ n. a utensil for 
chopping herbs, vegetables, etc. with a semicircular 
blade and a handle at each end. [from Italian, liter- 
ally ‘half moon’] 

mezzanine /mez-i-neen/ @ n. (also aitiib.) 1 a low 
storey between two others (usu. between the 
ground and first floors). 2 .\. dimer Theatr. a dress 
circle. [based on Latin medianus ‘median’ | 

mezzo /met-soh/ Afus. @ adv. half. moderately. 
@ 7. (in full mezzo-soprano) ( p/. -os) 1 aa female 
singing voice between soprano and contralto. b a 
singer with this voice. 2 a part written for mezzo- 
soprano. [Italian] 

mezzo forte adj. © adv. fairly loud. 

mezzo piano adj. & adc. fairly solt. 

mezzotint /met-soh-tint/ e 7. 1 a method ol 
printing or engraving in which the surface of a plate 
is roughened by scraping to produce tones and half- 
tones, 2 a print produced by this process. [from 
Italian mezzo ‘half’ + unto ‘tint’ | 0 mezzotinter 7. 

MF addr. mechum frequency. 

me abbr. mezzo forte. 

Mg symb. Chem. the element magnesium. 

mg abby, milligram(s). 

Mer. abbr. 1 Manager. 2 Afonscigneur. 3 Monsignor. 

MHz abd: megahertz. 


MI abbr. Bri. hist. Military Intelligence. 

mii var. of i 2 

mi. abbr. mile(s). 

miaow (also meow e 7. the characteristic crv ol a 
cat. @ v.ifr, make this cry. 

miasma 7. ( /)/. miasmata or miasmas) wehaic an 
infectious or noxious vapour. |Greek, literally 


‘defilement’] 0 miasmal adj. miasmic ad). 
miaul ».intr cry like a cat; 
miauler| 


mew. [from French 


mica /my-ka/ n. < any of a 
group of silicate minerals 
with a layered structure. 
esp. Tauscovite, & \GGRLG AL 
[Latin, literally ‘crumb’] 
micaceous «i}. 


mice fi, of mMoust. 

Michaelmas /mik-él-mis/ 
n, the feast of St Michael. 
29 September. [Old English 
vanele Michele, masse “Sain 
Michael's Mass"] 


MICA: 
MIUSCONTIT 


Michaelmas daisy 


Michaelmas daisy 7. < 
an autumn-flowering 
aster. 
mickey 7. (also 
micky) 0 take the 
mickey (often foll. 
by out of ) Brit. slang 
tease, mock, ridicule 
(20th-century coinage] 
O mickey- -taking n. 
yy Mickey Finn ». s/ang 1 a drink 
adulterated with a narcotic or 
laxative. 2 the adulterant itself. 
[20th-century coinage] 
Mickey Mouse adj. collog. 1 of 
inferior quality. 2 ridiculous, 
trivial. [cartoon character 
created by Walt Disney, 
American cartoonist, 
1901 66] 
mickle n. (also muckle) archaic or Sc. a large 
amount. O many a little makes a mickle (also 
erroneous aany a mickle makes a muckle) 
many small amounts accumulate to make a large 
amount. [from Old Norse mukell| 
micro n. (pl. -os) collog. 1 = mickocomprveR, 2 = 
MICROPROCESSOR, 


MICHAELMAS 
DAISY 


(Aster novi-beleit) 


micro- comb. form 1 small (microchip). 2 denoting a 
factor of one-milhonth (10°) (microgram). [from 
Greek mikros ‘small’| 

microanalysis 7. the quantitative analysis of 
chemical compounds using a sample of « few 
muligrams. 

microbe 2. a micro-organism (esp. a bacterium 
causing disease or fermentation). [from Greek 
mikros ‘small’ + 6zos ‘life’] G microbial ad). 
microbie ad). 

microbiology 2. the scientific study of micro- 
organisms. 0 microbiological ad. microbio- 
logically ad. microbiologist n. 

microchip 7. a tiny wafer of semiconducting 
material used to make an integrated circuit. 

microcircuit 7. a minute electric circuit, esp. 
an integrated circuit. 0 microcircuitry 7. 

microclimate 7. ¥ the climate of a small 
local area or enclosed space. GO miucro- 
climatic adj. microclimatically ad. 
microcomputer 7. a small computer that 
contains a microprocessor as its central processor. 
microcosm 7. 1 (often foll. by of) a miniature 
representation. 2 humankind viewed as the epit- 
ome of the universe. 3 any complex unity viewed in 
this way. [from Greek mikras kosmos ‘little world’] 

0 microcosmic adj. 

microdot 7. a microphotograph of a document 
etc. reduced to the size of a dot. 

microeconomics 7, the branch of economics 
dealing with individual commodities, producers, 
etc, D microeconomic «dj. 

microelectronics n, the design, manufacture, and 
use of microchips and microcircuits. O micro- 
electronic «d). 

microfiche /my-kroh-feesh/ 7. (p/, same or micro- 


MICROCLIMATE 


Naturally occurring topograpical features 
in an area can create a microclimate that 
differs greatly from the climate of the 
surrounding region. Features in a 
small area, such as a garden, 

can also be manipulated to 
create specific conditions. 
For example, beds can be 
sloped to catch the sun. 


protected environment 


MICGROGLIMALTES IN A GARDEN 


vhellered area 
created by 
windbreah 


for tender plants mit 


middle-age spread 


fiches) a flat rectangular piece of film bearing 
microphotographs of documents etc. 

microfilm 7. a length of film bearing microphoto- 
graphs of documents etc. 

microform 7. microphotographic reproduction on 
film or paper of a manuscript etc. 

micrograph 7. a photograph taken by means of a 
microscope. 

microinstruction 7. a machine-code instruction 
that effects a basic operation in a computer system. 

microlight 7. ¥ a very small, light, low-speed, one- 
or two-seater aircraft with an open frame. 


Jlexible, fabric- 


covered della wing 


> AIRCRAFI 


king-post = 


aluminium- 7 
alloy ribs 
keel / 


main suspension — 
propeller _— 


\ NOSE 
shell 
cuckp \ a ri 

x / 


fuel tank — 


main wheel —_ nove wheel 


MICROLIGHT 


micromesh 7. (ofien aitrb,) material, esp. nylon, 


I consisting of a very fine mesh. 


micrometer /my-krom- 


component being 
f i-ter/ n. 4a gauge for 


measured 
accurately measur- 
measuring a ie eee 
5 ; ing smal] distances, 
8 thimble scale es, 
anvil / thicknesses. etc. 


Oo micrometry 7. 
micrometre 
/my-kroh-mec- 
ter/ n. (US micro- 


! barrel - : 
Taal | thimble meter) one mil- 
scale : 
lionth of a metre. 
micron 
MICROMETER 


2. OHnEs 
millionth 
of a metre. [Greek mikron, literally 
‘small thing | 
micronutrient 7. a chemical element 
or substance required in trace amounts 


diaphragm 


microphotograph 2. a photograph reduced to a 
very small size. 

microprocessor 7. an integrated circuit that con- 
tains all the functions of a computer’s central pro- 
cessing unit. > COMPUTER ~ 

microprogram 7. a microinstruction program 
that controls the functions of a central processing 
unit of a computer. 

microscope 7. ¥ an instrument with lenses for 
magnifying objects and revealing details invisible to 
the naked eye. 

microscopic ad. 1 so 
small as to be visible 
only with a micro- 
scope. 2 extremely 
small. 3 regarded in 
terms of small units. 
4 of the microscope. 
0 microscopical ad). 
(in sense 4). micro- 


epepece’ 


Jocusing 
knob 
objective 
lens . 


scopically adv. specimen 
microscopy 

/my-kros-k6- glass 

pi/ n. the use of slide 

the microscope. condenser 

0 microsco- lens 


pist 7. 


microsecond n, 7707 to 


one-milhonth of illuminate , 

a second. slide — — ; 
microstructure y 
n. (in a metal or 

other material) ight / te 


the arrangement 
of crystals ete. 
which can be 
made visible and 
examined with a microscope. 


MICROSCOPE: OPTICAL 
MICROSCOPE 


microsurgery 7. intricate surgery performed using 
microscopes, enabling the tissues to be operated on 
with miniaturized pfecision instruments. 

microswitch 7. a switch that, can be operated 
rapidly by a small movement. 

microwave @ 7. 1 an electromagnetic wave with a 
wavelength in the range 0.001 0.3m. > eLecrro- 
MAGNENG RADLATION. 2 (in full microwave oven) & 
an oven that uses microwaves to cook or heat food. 
@ «fr cook in a microwave oven, 

micturition 7. formal or Med. urination. [based on 

Latin muicturire “to desire to urinate’} 
mid prep. poet. = amip. 
miid- cvmb. form 1 that is the middle of (in 


5 wre coil 
for the growth and development of mid-air). 2 that is in the middle; medium, half. 
living organisms. magnet [Old English, related to Greek mesos ‘middle’] 


micro-organism na microscopic 
organism, esp. a bacterium or virus. 
microphone 7. » an instrument for 
converting sound waves into electrical 


energy variations that can be 

reconverted into sound 

after transmission — by MICROPHONE: 
wire or racio or after (1 


recording, GOL MICROPHONE 


area of wind lurbulence 
well-drained conditions , unsuitable for planting 


in raised hed, 


SUNNY 
terrace 


bog-like conditions 
at edge of pond 


power 
ca ble 


Midas touch 7. the ability to make a lot of 
money out of anything one undertakes. [from 
Afidas, king of Phrygia, who in Greek mytho- 

logy was given by Dionysus the power to turn 
everything he touched into gold] 
midbrain 7. dnai/. a small central part of the 
brainstem, developing from the middle of the 


ITAWAY VIRW OF A MOVING primitive or embryonic brain; also called mesen- 


cephalon. > BRAINSTEM 

midday ui. the middle of the day; noon. 

midden 7. 1 a dunghill. 2 a refuse heap. {Middle 
English] 

middle @ aifrib.adj. 1 at an equal distance from the 
extremitics of a thing. 2 intermediate in rank, qual- 
ity, etc. 3 average (of middle height). 4 (of a language) 
of the period between the old and modern forms, 
@ 2.1 (often foll. by of) the middle point or position 
or part, 2 a person’s waist. [Old English} 

middle age 1. the period between youth and old 
age, about +5 to 60. 0 middle-aged ad). 

Middle Ages »./. the period of European history 
esp. from ¢.1000 to 1453. 

middle-age spread 7. (also middle-aged 
spread) the increased bodily girth often associated 
with middle age. 


Middle America 


middle school n. a school for children from about 
9 to 13 years old. 

middle-sized aq. of medium size. 

middle way 2. = Minnie coursE. 

middleweight 7. 1 a weight in certain sports inter- 
mediate between welterweight and light heavy- 
weight. 2 a boxer etc. of this weight. 

Middle West 7. = Minwesr. 

middling e ad. 1 moderately good (esp. fair to 
middling). 2 second-rate. @ adv. fairly or moderately 
(middling good). 0 middlingly adv. 


MICROWAVE OVEN 


In a microwave oven, high-frequency 
electromagnetic waves generated by a 
magnetron tube are bounced around the 
oven’s metal-walled interior. The waves 
penetrate food, causing water, fat, and 
sugar molecules to vibrate, thus produc- 
ing heat. Heat is transferred to the centre 
of the food by conduction. 


stirrer electromagnetic Mideast n. US = Mivpir East. 
waves qa midfield n. Football the central part of the pitch, 
euide away from the goals, 0 midfielder 7. > roorsat. 
fe” midge 7. 1 any small gnatlike dipterous fly of the 
eee family Chironomidae, often seen in dancing 
if swarms near water. 2 any similar fly, esp. a tiny 
A ay / biting fly of the family Ceratopogonidae, 


i 
ve. a \ . with piercing mouthparts. [Old 
‘ English] 
oN XN \/ — midget 7. 1 an extremely small 
28] person or thing. 2 (attrb.) very small. 


[based on mince] 


metal re MIDI /mid-i/ 7. a system for using 
walls door ; magnetron combinations of electronic equipment, 
control ae esp. audio and computer equipment. 


panel [acronym from musical mstrument 
digital mterface] 
midi 7. (p/. midis) a garment of 
a | medium length, usu. reaching to mid- 
calf. 
midi- comb. form medium-sized; of medium 
length. 
midi system 7. a set of compact stacking hi-fi 
equipment components. 
midland e 7. 1 (the Midlands) the inland counties 
of central England. 2 the middle part of a country. 


FEATURES OF A MICROWAVE OVEN 


Middle America nr. 1 Mexico and Central 
America. 2 the middle class in the US, esp. as a 
conservative political force. 

middlebrow collog. @ adj. claiming to be or regard- 
ed as only moderately intellectual. @ n. a middle- 
brow person. 

middle Cn. Mus. the C near the middle of the 
piano keyboard, the note between the treble and 
bass staves. 

middle class e 7. the class of society between the 
upper and the lower, including professional and 
business workers and their families. @ adj. (middle- 
class) of the middle class. 

middle course 7. a compromise between two 
extremes. 

middle distance 7. 1 (in a painted or actual land- 
scape) the part between the foreground and the 
background. 2 Athletics a race distance of esp. 
between 800 and 5.000 metres. 

middle ear 7. the cavity of the central part of the 
ear behind the drum, > rar 

Middle East 7. (prec. by Ae) an extensive area of 
SW Asia and northern Africa, stretching from the 
Mediterranean to Pakistan and including the 
Arabian peninsula. 0 Middle Eastern ad). 

Middle English n. the English language from 
¢.1150 to 1500. 

middle finger 7. the finger next to the forefinger. 

middle ground 7. the thought, area, or 
path, tending to moderation and comprom- 
ise. 

middle-income «iirih.adj. 1 of or relating 
to the group of people earning average 
salaries. 2 with an average national income 
(used esp. of certain Third World countries) 

middleman 7. (//, -men) 1 a trader who 
handles a commodity between its producer and 
its consumer. 2 an intermediary. 


or in the midland. 3 Mediterranean. o Midland- 
er il. 

mid-life x. middle age (often attrib: mid-life planning). 

mid-life crisis 7. an emotional crisis of self- 
confidence that can occur in early middle age. 

midline 7. a median line, or plane of bilateral 
symmetry. 

midmost adj. & adv. in the very middle. 

midnight 7. 1 the middle of the mght; 12 o'clock at 
night. 2 intense darkness. 

midnight blue e 7. a very dark bluc. e@ ad. (hy- 
phenated when atirib.) of this colour. 

midnight sun 7. the sun visible at midnight during 
the summer in polar regions. 

mid-off ». Cricket a fielder or fielding position near 
the bowler on the off side. > crickwr 

mid-on 7. Crckel a fielder or fielding position near 
the bowler on the on side. > crickr 

midrib 77. v the central rib of a leal. 

midriff 7. 1 a the region of the front 

of the body between the thorax and 
abdomen. b the diaphragm. 2 a 
garment or part of a garment 

covering the abdomen. (Old 

English, based on hrif 
‘belly ’| 

midship n. the middle 
part of a ship or boat. 
midshipman 7”. (/)/. -men) 


midrib 


middle management 7. 1 the level in an organiz- nee rank between naval 

ation between senior and junior management. Re i caclet and _sub lieu- 

2 the managers at this level. a 2 US a naval 
cadet. 


middle name 7. 1 a person’s name placed after the 
first name and before the surname. 2 a person's 
most characteristic quality (sobriety w my middle 
name ). 

middle-of-the-road adj. 1 (of a person, course of 
action, etc.) moderate; avoiding extremes. 2 (of 
music) intended to appeal to a wide audience; 
unadventurous. 


midships adv. = amipsuirs. 

midst @ prep. poet. amidst. @ 7. middle (now only in 
phrs. as below). in our (or your or their) midst 
among us (or you or them). [Middle English] 

midstream e 7. the middle of a stream, river. etc 
@ ady. (also in midstream) in the middle of an 
action ete. 


e@ adj. 1 (also Midland) of or in the Midlands. 2 of 


1 Bni. a naval officer of 


migrate 


midsummer 2. the period of or near the summer 
solstice. 

Midsummer Day 2. (also Midsummer’s Day) 
24 June. 

midsummer madness 7. extreme folly. 

midterm 7. the middle of a period of office, an 
academic term, or a pregnancy. 

midway adv. in or towards the middle. 

midweek e 77. the middle of the week, @ adj. G adv. 
occurring at this time. 

Midwest n. (in the US) the region of northern 
states from Ohio west to the Rocky mountains. 
oO Midwestern ad). 

midwicket 7. Cricket a fielder or fielding position on 
the leg side opposite the middle of the pitch. 
D> CRICKE) 

midwife 1. {//. -wives) a person trained to assist 

women in childbirth. [Middle 

English] 6 midwifery n. 

midwife toad 7. < a 
European toad, Alves obstet- 
ricans, in which the male 
carries the developing eggs 
on his hind legs. 
midwinter 7. the period 

of or near the winter 
solstice. 
mien /meen/ n. literary a 
person’s look or bearing. 
miff collog. @ v.t7, (usu. in 
passive) put out of hu- 
mour; offend. en. 1a 
petty quarrel. 2 a huff. 
might! pas! of may, used esp.: 1 in reported speech, 
expressing possibility (sazd he might come) or permis- 
sion (asked if I might leave). 2 (foll. by perfect infin.) 
expressing a possibility based on a condition not 
fulfilled (if you'd looked you might have found it). 3 (foll. 
by present infin. or perfect infin.) expressing 
complaint about non-fulfilment of an obligation or 
expectation (they mught have asked). 4 expressing a 
request (you might call in at the butcher's). 5 collog. a = 
May | (zt might be true). b (in tentative questions) = May 
2 (might I have the pleasure of this dance?). ¢ = may + (who 
might you be?). Omight as well expressing that it is 
probably at least as desirable to do a thing as not to 
do it (vou might as well try). 

might? 7. 1 great bodily or mental strength. 2 power 
to enforce one’s will (usu. in contrast with mght). 
(Old English| 

might-have-been ”. collog. 1 a past possibility that 
no longer applies. 2 a person who could have been 
more eminent. 

mightn’t con/, might not. 

mighty e ad). (mightier, mightiest) 1 powerful or 
strong, in body, mind, or influence. 2 massive. 
bulky. 3 collog. great, considerable. @ adv. collog. 
very (mighty difficult). Q mightily adv. 
mightiness 7. 

mignonette /min-yon-et/ 7. 1 » any of 
various plants of the genus Reseda, with 
fragrant grey-green flowers. 2 a light fine 
narrow pillow lace, [from French mugnonnette 
‘very tiny’] » 

migraine 7. a recurrent throbbing "s 
headache that usually affects f 
ouc side of the head, often 
with nausea and visual dis- 
turbance. [originally refer- <__ 
ring to a headache on one 
side of the head; based on 
Greek héemikrania, literally 
‘half skull’] 
migrant e adj. that mi- 
grates. @ 7. a Migrant person 
or animal, esp. a bird. 


fertilized eggs 


MIDWIFE TOAD (MALE) 
(Alytes obstetricans) 


migrate vinir 1 (of 
people) move from one 
place of abode to another, 
esp. ina different country 


MIGNONETTE: WILD 
NIECHNGEN Etat | 


(Reseda lutea) 


mihrab 


2 (of an animal, esp. a bird or fish) change its area 
of habitation with the seasons. 3 move under 
natural forces. [based on Latin migratus ‘moved 
(abode)’| O migration n. migrational ad. mi- 
grator 7. migratory ad). 
mihrab /mee-rahb/ 7. » a niche 
or slal in a mosque, used to show 
the direction of Mecca. [from 
Arabic mihrab ‘praying-place’ | 
mikado /mi-kah-doh/ 7. (f/. -os) 
hist. the emperor of Japan. [ Japan- 
ese, from mi ‘august’ + kado ‘gate’] 
mike n. collog. a microphone. 

mil ». collog. millimetre. 

milady 7. (//. -ies) 1 an English 
noblewoman or great lady. 2 a 
form used in speaking of or to 
such a person. 

milage var. of MILEAGE. 

Milanese e ad. of or relating to 
Milan in N, Italy, @ x. (pl. same) a 
native of Milan. 

milch «dj. (of a domestic mammal) 
giving or kept for milk. [Middle 
English, from earlier ¢hrimilce ‘May’, when cows 
could be milked three times a day] 

milch cow 2. a source of easy profit, esp. a person. 

mild e ad). 1 (esp. of a person) gentle and moften- 
sive. 2 (of a rule, illness, etc.) moderate; not severe. 
3 (of the weather) moderately warm. 4 not sharp 
or strong im taste etc. 5 (of medicine) operating 
gently. 6 lacking energy or vivacity, @ 7. Bri. beer 
not strongly flavoured with hops. [Old English] 
O muldish adj. mildness n. 

mildew e 7. 1 a destructive growth of minute fungi 
on plants. 2 a similar growth on paper etc. exposed 
to damp. @ u/r @ ini taint or be tainted with 
mildew. [Old English] 

mildly ad. in a mild fashion. 0 to put it mildly as 
an understatement (implying the reality is more 
extreme). 


mild steel 7. steel containing a small percentage of 


carbon, strong and tough but not readily tempered. 

mile n. 1 (also statute mile) a unit of linear 
measure equal to 1,760 yards (approx. 1.609 kilo- 
metres). 2 Azst. a Roman measure of 1,000 paces 
(approx. 1,620 yards). 3 (in pl.) collog. a great 
distance or amount (miles better). 4 a race extending 
over a mile. 0 miles away co/log. lost in thought. 
{hased on Latin mil(/jia ‘thousands’ (see sense 2)] 

mileage n. (also milage) 1 a number of miles 
travelled, esp. by a vehicle per unit of fuel. 2 trav- 
ellmg expenses (per mile). 3 collog. benefit. profit, 
advantage. 

miler 7. collog. a person or horse qualified or trained 
specially to ran a mile, 

milestone 7. 1 a stone set up beside a road 
to mark a clistance in miles. 2 a significant 
event or stage ina life, project, cl. f 

milfoil 7. 1» the common yarrow, Achillea ! 
millefohum, with small white to deep pink 
flowers and finely divided leaves. 2 (in full 
water milfoil) an aquatic plant of the genus 
Afynophyllum with whorls of fine leaves. 4 
[from Latin mille ‘thousand? + folium ‘leat 

miliary adj. 1 like a millet seed in size or 
forms 2 (of a disease) having as a symptom 
a rash with lesions resembling millet seed. 

milieu /meel-yer/ 7. ( p/. milieux /-yerz/ 
or milieus) one’s environment or social 
surroundings. [French, from mi *mid’ + leu 
yl ae? | 

militant e «ij. 1 agercssively active esp. in 
support of a (usu. political: cause. 2 en- 
gaged in warfare. @ , a militant person, 
esp. a political activist. [from Latin mil 
tanl- ‘waging war | 0 militancy 7. mili- 
tantly ade 

militaria  1/.p/. 


historical mtcrest 


military articles of 


516 


MIHRAB IN 1HE GREAI 
MOSQUE AT CORDOBA, 
SPAIN 


\ 
i 


MILFOIL: YARROW 
Achillea millefohums 


militarism 7. 1 the spirit or tendencies of a profes- 
sional soldier. 2 undue prevalence of the military 
spirit or ideals. o militarist 7. militaristic ad. 
militarize u/, (also -ise) 1 equip with military 
resources. 2 make military or 
warlike. 3 imbue with militarisin. 
oO militarization 2. 

military e adj. of, re- 

lating to, or charac- 

teristic of soldiers or 4 
armed forces. @ n. 
(treated as sing. or 
pl; prec. by the) 
members of the 
armed forces, as 
distinct from civil- 
ians and the police. 
[from Latin malitaris| 


npl. marks of respect 
paid by troops at the burial of a 
soldier, to royalty, etc. 

military police 7. (treated «1s 

pl.) a corps responsible for police 
and disciplinary duties in the army. 0 military 
policeman 7. 

military tribune sce rrisuni.’ 2b. 

militate wint (usu. foll. by against) (of facts or 
evidence) have force or effect. [based on Latin milr- 
latus ‘served as a soldier’ ] 


a Usage Care should be taken not to confuse mili- 
late “have foree or effect’ with mitigate ‘make less 
intense or severe’. Both words are illustrated by the 
sentence The heavy rains militaled against thetr attempts 
lo matigale the problem of flooding. 


militia /mi-lish-4/ 7. a military lorce, esp. one 
raised from the civil population and supplementing 
a regular army in an emergency. (Latin, literally 
‘military service’| 0 militiaman 7. ( p/, -men). 
milk @ 7. 1 an opaque white fluid secreted by female 
mammals for the nourishment of their young. 
2 the milk of cows, goats, or sheep as food. 3 a 
milklike juice e.g. in the coconut. @ v./, 1 draw milk 
from (a cow ete.). 2 exploit (a person or situation) to 
the utmost. 3 extract sap, venom, etc. from. 
ccry over spilt (or US spilled) milk lament an 
irremediable loss or error. in milk secreting milk. 
[Old Enelish| o milker 7. 
milk and honey 7. abundance, prosperity. 
milk and water 7. a feeble or insipid or mawkish 
discourse or sentiment. 
milk bar 7. a snack bar selling milk drinks ancl 
other refreshments. 
milk chocolate 7, chocolate made with milk. 
milk fever 7». 1 an acute illness in female cows. 
goats, etc. that have just produced young. 
caused by calcium deficiency. 2 Aled. a fever 
in women caused by infection after childbirth 
j (formerly supposed to be due to the swelling of 
the breasts with milk. 
milk float 7. Bri/. a small usu. electric vehicle 
used in delivering milk. 
milkmaid »/. 4 girl or woman who milks cows or 
works in a dairy. 


? milkman ,. (//. -men) a person who sells or 


delivers milk. 
Milk of Magnesia n. Bri. prop. a white 
suspension of hydrated magnesium carbon- 
ate usu. in water as an antacid or laxative. 
milk powder 7. milk clehydrated by evap- 
oration. 
milk pudding ». 8r/. a pudding of rice, 
sago, tapioca, etc., baked with muk in a 
dish. 
milk round 1. 1 a fixed route on which 
milk is delivered regularly. 2 a regular 
(rip or tour involving calls at several 
places. 


milliampere 


milk run 7. a routine expedition or service journey. 
milk shake 7. a drink of milk, flavouring, etc., 
mixed by shaking or whisking. 
milksop 7. a spiritiess man or youth. 
milk tooth 7. a temporary tooth in young mam- 
mals. 
milk train 7. a train chiefly transporting 
milk, usu. very early in the morning. 
milky adj. (milkier, milkiest) 1 of, 
like, or mixed with milk. 2 < (of a gem 
or liquid) cloudy, not clear, 3. effem:- 
! nate; weakly amiable. co milkiness n. 
Milky Way 7. > a faint band of light 
crossing the night sky, made up of 
many distant stars forming the bulk of 
our Galaxy. > Galaxy 
mill e 7. 1 a a building fitted with a 
mechanical apparatus for grinding corn. 


o militarily ade. ELEN b W such an apparatus. 2 an apparatus for 
military honours QUARTZ ae . a 


grinding any solid substance to powder etc. 
3 aa building fitted with machinery for manufac- 
luring processes etc. (cotton mill). b such machinery. 
ev. 1 & process in a mill, esp. grind (corn), produce 
(flour), or hull (seeds) in a mill. 2 ¢ produce regular 
ribbed markings on the edge of (a coin). 3 é& cut or 
shape (metal) with a rotating tool. 4 mdr. (often foll. 
by about, around) (of people or animals) move aim- 
lessly, esp. in a contused mass. 0 go (or put) through 
the mill undergo (or cause to undergo) intensive 
work, suffering, etc. [from Latin mola ‘grindstone, 
mill’] o millable ad. 
_ grain to 
be milled 


milled 
flour 


wale) 


supply 


millstone 


horizontal water. 
wheel drives millstone 


MILL: MODEL OF A GREEK MILL, €.85 BC 


millefeuille /meel-f@1/ n. a rich confection of puff 
pastry split and filled with jam, cream, etc. [French, 
literally “thousand-leaf’] 

millenary e 7. ()/. -ies) 1 a period of 1,000 years. 
2 the festival of the t,000th anniversary of a 
person or thing, 3 = muenarian 7. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to a millenary, [from Late Latin millenarius 
‘consisting of a thousand’| 

millennium ». (//. millenniums or millennia, 
1a period of 1,000 years. 2 Theol. the prophesied 
1,000-year reign of Christ in person (Rev. 20:1 5). 
3 a period of happiness and prosperity. [based on 
Latin mille ‘thousand’| o millennial adj. millen- 
nialism 7, millennialist 7. G adj. 

millepede var. of mitiinin. 

miller 7. 1 the proprietor or tenant of a corn mill. 
2 a person who works or owns a mill. [Middle 
English] 

millesimal e adj. 1 thousandth. 2 of or belonging 
to a thousandth. 3 of or dealing with thousandths. 
e 7. a thousandth part. [from Latin millesimus} 

millet 7. 1 a cereal plant bearing a large crop of 
small nutritious seeds. 2 the seed of this. > Grain. 
[from Latin mili) 

miulli- com), form a thousand, esp. denoting a factor 
of one-thousandth. [from Latin mille thousand’) 

milliampere 7. one-thousandth of an ampere, a 
measure for small electrical currents. 


milliard 


MILKY WAY 
The Milky Way is made up of the combined light of many of the 


200 billion stars and nebulae in our Galaxy. The Galaxy consists 
of a central bulge surrounded by a thin disc and a spheroidal 
halo. ‘The central bulge contains mainly older red and yellow 
stars. Matter in the disc is aggregated into several spiral arms 


mina 


which contain young hot blue stars and nebulae. The oldest stars 
are situated in the sparsely populated halo. Our solar system is in 
one of the spiral arms (the Orion arm), about halfway out from 
the centre, and from this position our view of the galactic centre 
is completely obscured by dust clouds. 


dust and gas clouds 


Polaris (the 
pole star) 


Andromeda 


galaxy 


dust clouds obscuring / 
galactic centre 


cloud 


MAP OF 


seded by billion. 


millibar 7. the cgs unit of atmospheric pressure 
equivalent to 100 pascals. 

milligram 7. (also milligramme) one-thousandth 
of a gram. 

millilitre n. (US milliliter) one-thousandth of a 
litre (0.002 pint) 

millimetre 7. ({/S millimeter) one-thousandth of 
a metre (0.039 in. 

milliner 7. a person who makes or sells women’s 
hats. O millinery 7 ¢ 

million e 7. (#/. same or (in sense 2) millions) (in 
sing. prec. by @ or one) 1 a thousand thousand 
(1,000,000). 2 (in pl) collog. a very large number 
(millions of times) 3 a Brit. a million pounds 
b NV. Amer. a million dollars. @ adj. that amount to a 
million. {from Old French| oO millionth ad). @ n. 

millionaire 7. ( fm. millionairess) 1 a person 
whose assets are worth at least one million 
pounds, dollars, et 
wealth. 

millipede 7. {also millepede; » any 
arthropod of the class Diplopoda, having a 
long segmented body with two pairs of 
legs on each segment. [from Latin millepeda 


an person ol great 


‘woodlouse | 
millisecond 7. one- 


thousandth of a second. 


MILLIPEDE 


millivolt 7 
thousandth of a volt. 


one- 


millpond 7. a pool 
of water retained by a 
mill-dam for the operation of a mull. co like a 
millpond (of a stretch of water) very calm. 

mill-race 7. a current of water that drives a mill- 
wheel. 

millstone 7. 1 each of two circular stones used for 
grinding corn. > mit. 2 a heavy burden or respon- 
sibility 


small Magellanic | 


oa OTHER VIEWS OF THE GALAXY 
north galactic pole 


galactic 
plane 


arm 
| Orion Crux- 7 
, nebula Centaurus 
3 ' Canopus 
1 arm 7 
Ir 
large Magellanic ee oe 
S S SOLQT arm 
cloud system 


PHE GALAXY VIEWED FROM THE EARTH 


millstream 71. = siLi-RAcr. 

mill-wheel 7. a whec! used to drive a watermill. 

milometer vn. &ri/. an instrument for measuring the 
number of mies travelled by a vehicle. 

milord 7. fis!. an Englishman travelling in Europe 
in aristocratic style. 

milt 7. 1 the spleen in mammals. 2 an analogous 
organ in other vertebrates, 3 a sperm-filled repro- 
ductive gland or the sperm of a male fish. [Old 
English} 

mime e@ 7. 1 theatrical expression by gesture with- 
out using words. 2 a theatrical performance using 
this technique. 3 (also mime artist) a practitione! 
of mime. ev. 1 fr 
emotion) by gesture without words. 2 inir (often 
foll. by ¢o) (of singers ete.) mouth the 
song etc. along with a soundtrack. [from Greek 
minos| O mimer n. 


also absol.) convey (an idea or 


words of a 


mimeograph e 7. I often afirih) a duplicating 
machine which produces copies from a stencil, 
2 a copy produced in this way. @ v.lz repro- 
duce this 
[based on Greek mimeisthai “to imitate ’] 


[from Greek 


(text. or diagrams) by proces 
mimesis 7, Bi0/. = 
mimesis} 


MIMICS 


MIMICRY 

| Many examples exist in nature 
of harmless animals and plants 
that have developed the 
appearance or behaviour 
of a dangerous species as a 
defence against predators. 
For example, the black and 


: translucent 
yellow banding on a hornet 


weUnE 
moth gives it a close resem- 
blance toa hornet a large 


wasp with a painful sting. 


youngest stars 


halo containing 
oldest stars 


yellow head 


HORNE! 


nucleus 


central bulge 


of densely 
SIDE VIEW packed stars 
Perseus 
lees _ nucleus 


_ Sagitlarius 


OVERHEAD VIEW 


mimetic adj. relating to or habitually practising 
iniitation or mimicry. [from Greek mimétikos ‘imita- 
tion’] O mimetically adv 

mimic @ 1/7; (mimicked, mimicking) | imitate 
(a person etc.) esp. to entertain or ridicule. 2 copy 
minutely or servilely, 3 (of a thing) resemble closely. 
@ 7. a person skilled in imitation. [from Greek 
mimikos] OQ mimicker n. 

mimicry 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the act or art of mimicking. 
2 a thing that mimics another. 3 Biol. a W a close 
external resemblance of an animal (or par t of one) 
to another animal or to a plant or manimate object. 
b a similar resemblance in a plant. 

mimosa 7. 1 any leguminous shrub of the genus 
Alimosa, esp. M. pudica, having globular usu. yellow 
flowers. 2 any of various acacia plants with showy 
yellow flowers. [modern Latin] 

mimulus 7. any flowering plant of the genus 
Mimulus, including musk and the monkey flower. 

Min n. any of the Chinese languages or dialects 
spoken in the Fukien province in SE China. 
{¢ thinese| 

Min. abbr. 1 Minister. 2 Ministry. 

min. abbr. 1 minutes). 2 minim (fluid measure), 

mina var. of MyNAn. 


black and 


vellor 


ENAMPLE OF MIMICRY 


bands 


ve loz 
head 


A Te 
»— black and 


hand. 


velloi 


MOTI 


HORNET 


Sesta apiformis levpa ¢ 


minaret 


MINE 


Mines are used to extract raw matcrials 
from the rocks and sediments of the Earth’s 
interior. Ores, such as gold, silver, iron, and 
, un, are recovered by blasting and boring 
rock in underground mines. Coal mines 
, vary with the location of the seam being 
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DIPT ERENT ei WES OF COME NTN 


minaret 7. a slender turret connected with a 


mosque. from which the muezzin calls at hours of 


prayer.  mosour. [from Arabic — manar(a)| 


O minareted «aj. 

mimatory adj. threatening, menacing. [from Late 
Latin minatorius| 

mince e ». 1 (7: cut up or grind (esp. meat) into very 
small pieces. 2 f (usu. with neg.) restrain jone’s 
words etc.) within the bounds of politeness. 
3 ity. (usu. as mincing adj.) speak or walk with an 
affected delicacy. @ n. esp. Brit. minced meat. & cv 
O mince matters (usu. with neg) use polite expres- 
sions etc. [from Old French mincier| 0 mincer n, 
mincingly adv. (in sense 3 of 7). 

mincemeat 7. a mixture of currants, sugar, spices, 
suet, etc. 0D make mincemeat of utterly deteat (a 
person, argument, etc.). 

mince pie 7. a usu. small round pie containing 
mincemeat. 

mind e ». 1 a the seat of awareness, thought, vol- 
ition, and feeling. b attention, concentration (my 
mind keeps wandering). 2 the intellect; mtellectual 
powers. 3 memory (/ can't call it to mind), 4 one’s 
opinion (zee ve of the same mind). 5 a way of thinking 
or feeling (/o the Victorian mind ,. 6 the focus of one’s 
thoughts or desires ( pul one’s mind to it). 7 the state ol 
normal mental functioning (/ose one’s mind). B a 
person as embodying mental faculties (a great mind), 
@ «tr 1 usu. with reg or mterrog.) object to LU don’t 
mind your being late:. 2 a take care to unind you come on 
time), b yoften foll. by out, Brit. be careful. 3 have 
charge of temporarily (mind the house while ['m away). 
4 concern ones ‘If with (J try fo mind mo own business). 
5 give heed t. (und the step). 6 \. Amer. & Ir be 
obedient to (mind what your mother says, 0 be in (or 
esp. .\. Amen of: two minds be undecided. come 
(or spring, to mind (of a thought, idea, etc.) 
suggest itself, don’t mind me often ion. do as you 
please, do you mind! zon. an expression of annoy- 
ance. give a person a piece of one’s mind 
scold or reproach a person. have a good \or great 
or half a. mind to often as a threat. usu. unful- 
filled) feel tempted to. have (it) in mind intend. in 
one’s mind’s eye in onc’s imagination, mind 
out for Bri/, guard against, avoid. mind you an 
expression used to qualify a previous statement J 
won; mind you, ut wasnt easy). never mind 1 let 
alone: not to mention. 2 an expression used. 
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minidisc 


worked: the deepest are reached by a verti- 
cal shaft, whereas seams nearer the surface 
are mined via a horizontal tunnel, known as 
a drift mine. In an open-cast mine, coal just 
below the surface is reached by stripping 
away the covering layers of ground. 
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comfort or console. 3 (also never you mind) an 
expression used to evade a question. open (or 
close) one’s mind to be receptive (or unreceptive) 
to (changes, new ideas, etc.). out of one’s mind 
insane. put a person in mind of remind a person 
of, put (or set) a person’s mind at rest reassure 
a person, spring to mind = come to mind. to my 
mind in my opinion. [Old English] 

mind-bending adj. collog. (esp. of a psychedelic 
drug) influencing or altering one’s state of mind. 

mind-blowing adj. slang 1 confusing, shattering. 
2 (esp. of drugs etc.) inducing hallucinations. 

mind-boggling ad).collog. overwhelming, startling, 

minded adj. 1 (in comb.) a inclined to think in some 
specified way ( fair-minded). b having a specified kind 
of mind \Aiwh-minded ). c interested in or enthusiastic 
about a specified thing (car-minded ). 2 (usu. foll. by fo 
+ infin.) disposed or inclined (to an action). 

minder 7. 1 aa person whose job it is to attend to 
a person or thing. b (in comb: childminder). 2. esp. 
Brit.slang a bodyguard employed to protect a crim- 
inal, celebrity, ete. 

mind-expanding ad, giving a sense of heightened 
or broader awareness. 

mindful ad). often foll. by of) taking heed or care; 
being conscious. 0 mindfully ade. 

mindless adj. 1 lacking intelligence; stupid. 2 not 
requiring thought or skill (lolally mindless work). 
3 (usu. foll. by of ) heedless of (advice etc.). O mind- 
lessly adv. mindlessness 1. 

mind-numbing aq. (esp. of tedium) that numbs 
the mind. 0 mind-numbingly adz. 

mind-read wfr discern the thoughts of (another 
person). O mind-reader n. 

mindset ». a fixed opinion or state of mind formed 
by earlier events. 

mine! @ /oss.pron. the one or ones belonging to or 
associated with me (df 2s mine). @ poss.det. (before a 
vowel) archaic = my imine host). O of mine of o 
belonging to me (a frend of mine). [Old English] 

mine’ e 7. 1 A an excavation in the earth for 
extracting metal, coal, ete. 2 an abundant source 
tof information ete. 3 a receptacle filled with 
explosive and placed in the ground or in the water 
for destroying enemy personnel etc. 4 a a subter- 
ranean gallery in which explosive is placed to 


blow up fortifications. b het. a subterranean 


. 


passage under the wall of a besieged fortress. @ v.¢r. 
1 obtain (coal etc.) from a mine. 2 (also absol., 
often foll. by for) dig in (the earth etc.) for ore ete. 
3 a dig or burrow in (usu. the earth). b make (a 
passage etc.) underground. 4lay explosive mines 
under or in. [from Old French mine (n.), maner (v.)] 
O mining 7. 


mine-detector 7. an instrument used for detecting 


the presence of military mines. 

minefield 7. 1 an area planted with explosive 
mines. 2 a subject or situation presenting unseen 
hazards. 

miner 7. 1 a person who works in a mine. 2 any 
burrowing insect or grub. 

mineral e 7. 1 » any of the species into which inor- 
ganic substances are classified. 2 a substance ob- 
tained by mining. 3 (often in p/.) Brit. an artificial 
mineral water or other effervescent drink. @ adj. 1 of 
or containing a mineral or minerals. 2 obtained by 
mining. [from Old French} 

mineralogy 7. the scientific study of minerals. 

0 mineralogical adj. mineralogist n. 

mineral water 7. I water found in nature with some 
dissolved salts present. 2 an artificial imitation of this. 
3 Brit. any effervescent non-alcoholic drink. 

mineral wool 7. a wool-like substance made from 
inorganic material, used for packing etc. 

mine shaft n. a shaft giving access to a mine. > MINE 

minestrone /min-i-stroh-ni/ 7. a soup containing 
vegetables, pasta, and beans. [Italian] 

minesweeper 7. a ship for clearmg away floating 
and submarine mines. 

Ming 7. 1 the dynasty ruling China &® , 
1368 1644. 2 » Chinese porcelain 
made during the rule of this dynasty. 
[Chinese] 

minger 2. Bri collog., deg an 
unattractive or unpleasant person a 
or thing. ‘ . 

minging adj. Bri. collog. 1 foul- © 
smelling, 2 very bad’ or unpleas- 
ant. [perhaps trom Scots dialect 
ming ‘excrement’ 

mingle xf, & inti mix, blend. 
Oo mingle with go about among. a 
[Middle English, relited to amon] e 


mingy /min-ji/ adj. (mingier, ‘ 
mingiest) co/log. mean, stingy. 8 
Omingily adz, — 

mini 7. (//, minis) 1 collog. 
a muniskirt, minidress, ete. 
2 Mini) Brit. propr. a make of 
small car, 


mini- comb. form miniature; very small or minor of 
its kind (menibus). (abbreviation of yaniatt re] 


MING: 15TH- 
CENTURY MING 
FIGURINE 


miniature e adj. 1 much smaller than normal. 
2 represented on a small scale. @ n. 1 any object 
reduced in size, 2 a small-scale minutely finished 
portrait, O in miniature on a small scale. [based 
on Latin nuniare “to provide with rubrics, dlumi- 
nate] O miniaturist 7. (in senses 2, 3 of 1. 
miniaturize ¢./y (also -ise). miniaturization 7. 

minibar 7. a selection of mainly alcoholic drinks 
placed in a hotel room for the use of guests and 
charged on the bill if used. 

minibus 7. a small bus for about twelve passengers. 

minicab ». Brit. a car used as a taxi, but not licensed 
to ply for hire. 

minicomputer 7. a computer of medium power. 

minidisc 7. a disc similar to a small CD but able 
to record sound 
or data as 
well as play 
it back. 


MINIDISC PLAYER 


minigolf 


MINERAL 


Apart from the native elements ~ a small 
group of free, uncombined elements that 
includes gold, silver, and copper — minerals 
are solid, inorganic compounds. Aggregates 
of minerals, fused or bound together, form 
the rocks that make up the Earth’s crust. 
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minigolf 7. Sport a game in which a club is used to 
knock a small ball into a series of holes in a lawn. 

minim 7. l esp. Bril. Mus, a note having the ume 
value of two crotchets or half a semibreve and 
represented by a hollow ring with a stem. > Noia- 
ion. 2 one-sixtieth of a fluid drachm: about one 
drop of liquid. [from Latin minzmus *smallest’| 

minima fl. of Minimum. 

minimal adj. 1 very minute or slight. 2 being or 
related to a minimum. 3 the least possible in size. 
duration. etc. 4 a drt etc. characterized by the use 
of simple or primary forms or structures etc. b Wu. 
characterized by the repetition of short phrases. 
[from Latin minimus ‘smallest’] 0 minimalism 2. 
minimalist n. & adj. minimally ade. (in senses 
leo. 

minimize 2.17, (also -ise) 1 reduce to, or estimate at, 
the smallest possible amount or degree. 2 estimate 
or represent at less than the true value or import- 
ance. O minimization /. 

minimum (//. minima or minimums) @ 7. the 
least possible or attainable amount (reduced to a min- 
imum). @ adj. that is a minimum. [Laun| 

minimum wage 7. the lowest wage permitted by 
law or special agreement. 


EXAMPLES OF MAIN MINERAL GROUPS 
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Minerals are classified by their chemical 
composition. For example, sulphides are 
compounds in which sulphur has combined 
with metallic and semimetallic elements, 
whereas minerals in the halide group con- 
tain one of the halogens. 
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minion 7. derog. a servile agent; a slave. [from Old 
French mignot| 

minipill 7. a contraceptive pill containing a pro- 
gestogen only. 

miniscule var. of MinuscuLe. 

miniseries 7, (/. same) a short scries of television 
programmes on a common theme. 

miniskirt 7. a very short skirt. 

minister e . 1 (often Minister) Bri/. a head of a 
government department. 2 (in full minister of 
religion) a member of the clergy, esp. in the Pres- 
byterian and Nonconlormist Churches. 3 a diplo- 
matic agent, usu. ranking below an ambassador, 
4 (usu. foll. by of ) a person employed in the execu- 
tion of (a purpose, will, etc.) (@ minister of justice) 
ez. mtr, (usu. foll. by fo) render aid or service (to a 
person, cause, etc [from Latin, literally 
‘servant | 

ministerial adj. rclating to a minister or ministers. 
oO ministerially ad: 

Minister of State 2, a government minister, in the 
UK usu. regarded as holding a rank below that of 
Head of Department 

Minister of the Crown n. Bri!. Parl. a member of 
the Cabinet. 


minstrel 


Minister without Portfolio 2. a government 
minister not in charge of a specific department of 
state. 

ministration 7. 1 (usu. in fi.) aid or service. 
2 ministering, esp. in religious matters. 3 (usu. foll. 
by of) the supplying (of help, justice, etc.). [from 
Latin ministrato] 0 ministrant ad}. G n. ministra- 
tive ad}. 

ministry 7. (//. -ies) 1 (often Ministry) a a gov- 
ernment department headed by a minister. b the 
building for this. 2 a (prec. by he) the vocation or 
profession of a religious minister. b the office of a 
priest etc. c the period of tenure of this. 3 (prec. by 
the) the body of ministers of a government or of a 
religion. 4 a period of government under one 
Prime Minister. 5 ministering, ministration. 

mink 7. 1 ¥ either of two small semiaquatic stoat- 
like animals of the genus Mustela. 2 the thick brown 

fur of these. 3 a coat made of this. 
[Middle English] 


MINK: NORTH AMERICAN MINK 
(Mustela vison) 


minke 7. a small baleen whale, Balaenoptera acutoros- 
trata, with a pointed snout. > ceracean 

minnow 7. a small freshwater carp. {late Middle 
English] 

Minoan Archaeol. @ adj. of or relating to the Bronze 
Age civilization centred on Crete (c.3000-1 100 ac). 
@ 7. 1 an inhabitant of Minoan Crete or the Min- 
oan world. 2 the language or scripts associated with 
the Minoans. [from the legendary Cretan king 
Minos, to whom the palace excavated at Knossos 
was attributed] 

minor e adj. 1 lesser or comparatively small in size 
or importance. 2 Alus. a (of a scale) having intervals 
of a semitone between the second and third, fifth 
and sixth, and seventh and eighth degrees. b (of an 
interval) less by a semitone than a major interval. 
ec (of a key) based on a minor scale. 3° Brit. 
(appended to a surname) indicating the younger of 
two brothers (Smith minor). @ n. 1 a person under the 
legal age limit or majority. 2 .V4us. a minor key etc. 
3 U'S a student’s subsidiary subject or course. 
@ wintr (foll. by m) US (of a student) undertake study 
in (a subject) as a subsidiary to a main subject. 
[ Latin, literally ‘smaller, less’] 

Minorcan e ad. of or relating to Minorca, an 
island in the western Mediterranean. e 7. a native 
or inhabitant of Minorca. 

minor canon 7. a cleric who is not a member of 
the chapter, who assists in daily cathedral services. 

minority 7. (/i/. -ies) 1 (often foll. by of) a smaller 
number or part, esp. within a political party or 
structure, 2 the number of votes east for this (a 
minorly of two). 3 the state of being supported by 
less than half of the body of opinion (in the minority). 
4 a relatively small group of peoy's differing from 
others in race, religion, language, étc. 5 (attrb.) re- 
lating to or done by the minority (mznorty interests). 
6 a the state of being under full legal age. b the 
period of this. 

minster 7. 1 a large or important church. 2 the 
church of a monastery. [from Greek monastérion 
‘monastery’ | 

minstrel 7. 1 /is/. a medieval singer or musician. 
2 hist. a person who entertained patrons with 
singing, bufloonery, etc. 3 (usu. in pl.) a member of 
a band of public entertainers with blackened faces 
ete., performing songs ostensibly of black Ameri- 
can origin. [from Provengal menest(ai)ral ‘officer, 

employee, musician’| oO minstrelsy n. ; //. -ies.. 
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mint 


mint! 7. 1 < any aromatic plant of 
the genus Alentha (family Labiatac), 
> HLRB. 2 a peppermint sweet or loz- 
enge. [from Greek minthe | O minty 
adj. (paintier, muntiest), 
mint? e 7. 1 a place where money 
is coined, usu. under State author- 
ity. 2 collog. a vast sum of money 
(making a mint). 3. a source of inven- 
tion etc. (a mint of ideas). @ v.tr 1 make 
(coin) by stamping metal. 2 invent, 
coin (a word ete.), 0 in mint 
condition (or state) as new. 
{from Latin moneta ‘money’ | 
mint julep x. (’S a sweet iced 
alcoholic drink of bourbon fla- 
voured with mint, 
mint sauce 7. chopped spearmint in vinegar and 
sugar, usu. eaten with lamb. 
minuet /min-yoo-et/ e 7. 1 a slow stately dance for 
two in tiple time. 2.\us. the music for this, or music 
in the same rhythm and style. @ v.znir. (minueted, 
minueting) dance a minuet. [from French menuef 
‘fine, clelicate’, used as a noun| 


MINT: 
BOWLES" MINT 
Mentha x villosa) 


minus e jrep. 1 with the subtraction of (7 minus 4 
equals 3). 2 below zero (minus 2°), 3 collog. lacking 
(returned minus their dog). @ adj. 1 Math. negative. 
2 Electronics having a negauve charge. @ 7. = Mints 
sian. 2 Math. a negative quantity. 3 a disadvantage. 
{aun neut. form of minor ‘less’| 

minuscule adj. (also disp. miniscule) 1 lower case. 
2 collog. extremely small or unimportant. [from 
Latin munuscula (littera) ‘lesser (letter)’] 0 minuscu- 
lar ad). 

minus sign 7. the symbol. indicating subtraction 
or anegative value. 

minute! /min-it/ @ 1. La sixtieth of an hour. 2 a 
distance covered in one munute (feenty minutes from 
the station). 3aa moment (any minule now). b prec. by 
the) collog. the present ume {whal are_you doing at the 
minute?). © foll. by clause) as soon as (the minute you get 
back). 4a sixueth of a degree of angular distance. 
5 (in pl) a brief summary of the proceedings at a 
meeting. 6 an official memorandum authorizing or 
recommending a course of action, @ 7./n L record in 
the minutes. 2 send the minutes of a meeting to. 
[related to minvis.?: n. 1, 4: from medieval Latin par 
minula prima ‘first minute part | 

minute® /my-newt/ adj. (minutest) 1 very small. 
2 triling, petty. 3 accurate, detailed. [from Latin 
minutus ‘lessened’ | OQ minutely adi. minuteness //. 

minute hand 7. the hand on a watch or clock 
which indicates minutes. & watcit 

minute steak 7. a thin slice of steak to be cooked 
quickly, 

minutia /inin-yoo-shia/ n. (p/, minutiae /-shi 
-e¢/) (usu. in pl.) a precise, trivial, or minor detail. 
(Latin, literally ‘smallness’, in pl. “urifles’] 

minx 7”. a pert, sly or playful girl. [1 6th-century 
coimage | 

Miocene (:¢ol. @ adj. of or relating to the fourth 
epoch of the Tertiary period. @ 7. this epoch o1 
system. [formed irregularly from Greek meron ‘less’ 
+ kainos ‘new’ | 

MIPS /mips/ 7. a unit of computing speed equiva- 
Jent to a milhon instructions per 
second, 

mirabelle 7, 1 a European yaricty 
of plum tree. Prunus insititia, hear- . 
ing small round yellow fruit. 
2> a fruit from this tree. | French] 

miracle 7. 1} 
event attributed to some super- 
natural agency. 2 any remark- 
able occurrence or development 

3 vusu. foll. by 

of sa remarkable specimen a nuracle of 

meaualy). [from Latin meraculum 

‘object of wonder | 


an extraordinary 


an economic mnvacle 


miracle play 7. a mystcry play. 


MIRABELLE 
Prunus mvititia 


miraculous adj. 1 of the nature of a miracle. 
2 supernatural. 3 remarkable, surprising. O mi- 
raculously adv. 

mirage /mi-rahzh/ n. 1» an optical illusion caused 
by atmospheric conditions, esp. the appearance of 
a sheet of water in a desert etc. from the reflection 
of light. 2 an illusory thing. [French] 

MIRAS /myr-as/ abbr (also Miras) (in the UB) 
mortgage interest relief at source. 

mire @ 7. 1 a stretch of swampy ground.:2 mud, 
dirt. @ v 1 fr G intr plunge or sink in a mire. 2 & 
involve in difficulties. [from Old Norse mirr| 

mirk var. of niurk. 

mirky var. of murky. 

mirror @ 7. 1 ¥ a polished surface, usu. of coated 
glass, reflecting an image. > OBSERVATORY, PERISCOPE. 
2 anything reflecting or illuminating a state of af- 
fairs etc. @ vir reflect as in a mirror. [from Old 
French murour| 

mirrorball 7. a revolving ball covered with small 
mirrored facets, used to provide lighting ctlects at 
discos. 

mirror image 7. an identical image, but with the 
structure reversed, as in a mirror. 

mirth 7. merriment. laughter, 
Oo mirthful ad). 

mis- prefix added to verbs and verbal derivatives: 
meaning ‘amiss’, ‘badly’, ‘wrongly’, ‘unfavourably’ 
(mislead; masshapen; mistrust). [Old English] 

misadventure 7. 1 Law an accident without 
concomitant crime or negligence (death by masadven- 
ture). 2 lad Juck. 3 a misfortune. 

misalign 7./7, give the wrong alignment to. 0 mis- 
alignment 1. 

misalliance 7. an unsuitable alliance, esp. an un- 
suitable marriage. 

misanthrope 7. (also misanthropist) 1 a person 
who hates humankind. 2 a person who avoids 
human society. [from Greek muanthropos| 0 mis- 
anthropic ad. misanthropy 7. 


[Old English| 


misapply «4/7: (-ies, -ied) apply (esp. funds) 
wrongly, 0 misapplication 71, 

misapprehend ¢./7, misunderstand (words, a per- 
son), 0 misapprehension /). misapprehensive 
adj. 

misappropriate ¢./7, apply (usu. another’s money) 
to one’s own use, or to a wrong use. 0 misappro- 
priation 7. 

misbegotten adj. 1 illegitimate, bastard, 2 con- 
temptible, disreputable. 

misbehave v.ini © refl. (of a person or machine) 
behave badly. O misbehaviour 1. 

miscalculate v./7, (also absol.) calculate (amounts, 
results, etc.) wrongly. Q miscalculation n. 

miscall ¢.fr 4 call by a wrong or inappropriate 
name, 2 archaic or dial. call (a person) names. 

miscarriage 7. a spontaneous abortion, esp. be- 
fore the 28th week of pregnancy. 

miscarriage of justice 7. any failure of the judi- 
cial system to attain the ends of justice. 

muscarry v.77. (-ies, -ted) 1 (of a woman) have a 
miscarriage. 2 \of a busiess, plan, etc.) fail; be un- 
successful. 

miscast win (past and pas! part. -cast) allot an 
unsuitable part to (an actor), 

miscegenation /mis-i-jm-ay-shon/ n. the inter- 
breeding of races, esp. of whites and non-whites. 
[based on Latin miscére “to mix’ + genus ‘race’] 

miscellaneous ad). 1 of inixed composition or 

character, 2 (foll. by pl. noun) of various 
hands. [from Latin muascellus *mixed’] 
0 miscellaneously adv. miscellan- 
eousness 1, 
miscellany 1. | //. -ies) 1 a mixture; a 
medley. 2. a book contammeg various 
literary compositions. 

mischance ». 1 bac luck. 2 an instance 

ot this. 

mischief 7. 1 conduct which is trouble- 


misconstrue 


MIRAGE 


A mirage occurs in hot places, such as a 
desert, when a layer of warm air above 
the ground is trapped by cooler air above. 
Light rays, which normally travel in 
straight lines, bend as they pass through 
the different temperatures, but eventually 
travel upwards. The observer perceives 
the light rays as if they are travelling ina 
straight line from the object. The mirage 
is an inverted, virtual image of the object. 
cool air observer 


object normal straight 


light rays 
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bent light 
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PERCEPTION OF A MIRAGE 


some, but not malicious, esp. in children. 2 playful 
malice; archness, satire (eves full of mischief ). 3 harm 
or injury caused by a person or thing. 0 get up to 
(or make); mischief create discord. {from Old 
French meschief | 

mischief-maker 7. a person who encourages 
discord, esp. by gossip etc. 0 mischief-making 1. 

mischievous adj. 1 (of a person) disposed to mis- 
chief. 2 (of conduct) playfully malicious. 3 (of a 
thing) harmful. [from Old French meschever| 0 mis- 
chievously adv. mischievousness 1. 

miscible adj. (often foll. by with) capable of being 
mixed. [based on Latin masere ‘to mix’) 0 misci- 
bility 7. ; ; 

misconceive ». 1 int. (often foll. by of) have a wrong 
idea or conception. 2 fr (as misconceived adj.) 
badly planned, organized, etc. O misconception n. 

misconduct e x. improper or unprofessional 
behaviour. @ wre. misbehave. 

misconstrue uw/; (-construes, -construed, 
-construing) interpret (a word, action, etc.) wrong- 
ly. O misconstruction 7. 


MIRROR 


Incoming light rays from an object viewed | 
in a mirror are reflected back at exactly 

the same, but reversed, angle. The brain, 
assuming that the reflected rays have 
reached the eye in straight lines, works | 
backwards along the hight paths and 
perceives an image behind the mirror. 
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! REFLECTION IN A PLANE MIRROR 


miscount 


miscount e@ tr (also absol.) count wrongly. en. a 
wrong count. 

miscreant /mis-kri-ant/ @ n. a wretch; a villain. 
@ adj. depraved. [from Old French mescreant| 

miiscue e@ 7, (in snooker etc.) the failure to strike the 
ball properly with the cue. e wniz. (-cues, -cued, 
-cueing or -cuing) make a miscue. 

misdate »./7, date (an event, a letter, etc.) wrongly. 

misdeed 2. an evil deed; a wrongdoing; a crime. 

misdemeanour 7. (US misdemeanor) 1 an 
offence, a misdeed. 2 Law an indictable offence, (in 
the UK formerly) less heimous than a felony. 

misdescribe wr, describe inaccurately. 
description n. 

misdiagnose v.tr, diagnose incorrectly. 0 misdiag- 
nosis n. 

misdial »./7, (-dialled, -dialling; [/S -dialed, 
-dialing) (also absol.) dial (a telephone number etc.) 
incorrectly. 

misdirect v./7. 1 direct (a person, letter, blow, etc.) 
wrongly, 2 (of a judge) instruct (the jury) wrongly. 
O misdirection 7. 

misdoing 7. a misdeed. 

miser 7. 1 a person who hoards wealth and lives 
miserably. 2 an avaricious person. [ Latin, liter- 
ally ‘wretched’| 

miserable adj. 1 wretchedly unhappy or 
uncomfortable. 2 contemptible, inadequate, 
mean (a miserable attempt). 3 causing wretch- 
edness or discomfort (miserable weather), 
4 Sc., Austral., & NZ (of a person) stingy, 
mean. 5 collog. (of a person) gloomy, 
morose. [from Latin miserabilts 
‘pitiable’] 0 miserableness 7. 
miserably ad. 

misericord /1ni-ze-ri-kord/ 
a. a projection under a 
hinged seat in a choir stall 
serving (when the seat is 
turned up) to help support 
a person standing. [based on 
Latin *iseréri ‘to pity’ + cor 
cordis ‘heart’| 

miserly adj. like a miser. 
O miserliness 7. 


mus- 


MISO: SOYA- 
BLAN PASTI 


misery 1. (fi. -ies) 1 a wretched state of mind, o1 
of outward circumstances. 2 a thing causing this. 
3 Brit. collog. a constantly depressed or discontented 
person, O put out of its cic. misery 1 release (a 
person, animal, etc.) from suflermg or suspense. 
2 kill (an animal in pain). 

misfield e v./7. (also absol.) (in cricket etc.) field (the 
ball) badly. @ n. Brit. an instance of this. 

misfire e vinty, 1 (of a gun, motor engine, etc.) fail 
to go off or start or function regularly. 2 (of an 
action etc.) fail to have the intended effect. @ 7. a 
failure of function or intention. 


misfit 7. a person unsuited to a particular kind of 


environment, occupation, etc. 

misfortune 7. 1 bac! luck. 2 an mstance of this. 

misgiving 7. (usu. in pi.) a feeling of mistrust o1 
apprehension. 

misgovern v./7, govern (a state etc.) badly. 0 mis- 
government 1. 

misguide v/r 1 (as misguided adj.) mistaken in 
thought or action. 2 mislead, misdirect. G mis- 
guidedly adv. misguidedness 7. 

mishandle »./7, 1 deal with incorrectly or ineflect- 
ively. 2 handle (a person or thing) roughly or rudely: 
ill-treat. 

mishap 7. an unlucky accident, 

mishear v7: ( past and past part. -heard) hear incor- 
rectly or imperfectly. 

mishit e 2./. (-hitting: fast and past part. -hit) hit (a 
ball etc.) faultily. @ 2. a faulty or bad hit. 

mishmash 1. a confused mixture. [Middle Eng- 
lish| 

misidentify «/r (-ies. -ied) identify erroneously. 
oO misidentification 1. 


haicho 
miso 


genmat 
MLLNG 


misinform v./z give wrong information to; mis- 
lead. 0 misinformation 7. 

misinterpret v./; (-interpreted, -interpreting) 
1 interpret wrongly. 2 draw a wrong inference 
from. 0 misinterpretation /1. 

misjudge w./7, (also absol.) 1 judge wrongly. 2 have a 
wrong opinion of. 0 misjudgement 27. (also 
misjudgment). 

miskey 1/7, (-keys, -keyed) (also abso/.) key (data) 
wrongly. 

miislay 7.07 (past and past part. -laid) 1 unintention- 
ally put (a thing) where it cannot readily be found. 
2 euphem. lose. 

mislead wl, (past and past part. -led) cause {a 
person) to infer what is not true. 
d misleading adj. misleadingly 
adv. 

mismanage uv./7 manage badly 
or wrongly. 0 mismanagement 7. 

mismatch e 7/7, match unsuitably or incor- 
rectly, esp. in marriage. @ 7. a bad match. 

misname w/;, call by a wrong or inappropriate 

namie. 

misnomer 7. 1 a name or term used 
wrongly. 2 the wrong use of a name or 
term. [based on Old French mesnom(mjer| 

miso 7. 4a paste made from fermented 

soya beans and barley or rice malt, 
used in Japanese cookery. [ Japanese] 
misogyny 7. the hatred of women. 


‘woman’] 0 misogynist 7. mis- 

ogynistic ad). 

misplace «./. 1 put in the wrong place. 
2 bestow (affections, confidence, etc.) on 
an inappropriate object. 3 time (words, ac- 
tions, etc.) badly. oO misplacement ». 

misprint e 7, a mistake in printing, @ v7, print 

wrongly. 

mispronounce ?./7; pronounce (a word etc.) wrone- 
ly. 0 mispronunciation 7. 


misquote v./7, quote wrongly. O misquotation 7. 
misread utr, (pas! and past part. -read) read or 


interpret (text, a situation, etc.) wrongly. 


misreport e v./7, give a false or incorrect report of. 
en. a false or incorrect report. 

misrepresent v./7 represent wrongly; give a false 
or misleading account or idea of. 0 misrepresen- 
tation /. misrepresentative adj. 

misrule e 7. bad government; disorder. @ ul. 
govern badly. 

miss! ev Lf (also absol.) fail to hit, reach, find, 
catch, etc. (an object or goal), 2 é& fail to catch {a 
bus, train, etc.). 3“ fail to experience, see, or attend 
(an occurrence or event). 4 é fail to meet (a person); 
fail to keep (an appointment). 5 #7: fail to seize (an 
opportunity ete.) (J massed my chance). 6 b. fail to hear 
or understand Uf missed what you said). 7 t. a regret 
the loss or absence of (a person or thing) (did you 
miss me?). b nouce the loss or absence of (an object 
or person) bound to miss the key uf it isn't there). 8. 
avoid (go early to miss the (raffic). 9 int. (of an engine 
etc.) fail, misfire. @ 7. a failure to hit, reach, etc. o be 
missing not have, lack (an integral part etc.) (du 
coat is missing ily bell) (see also missinc ad).). give (a 
thing) a miss Bri. avoid; leave alone (gave the party 
a miss), miss out 1 Bri/. omit leave out. 2 (usu. foll. 
by on) collog. fail to get or experience (always misses 
oul on the good times). maiss the boat lose an oppor- 
tunity. not miss much }e alert. not miss a trick 
never fail to seize an opportunity, advantage, etc. 
[Old English] o missable ad). 

miss? 7. 1 a girl or unmarried woman. 2 (Miss) 
a the title of an unmarried woman or girl. b the 
title of a beauty queen (fis) orld). 3 usu. derog. o1 
joc. a girl, with implications of silliness etc. 4 the 
title used to address a female schoolteacher, shop 
assistant, etc. [abbreviation of Misi krss] 

missal 7. RC Ch. 1a book contaimineg the texts used 
in the service of the Mass throughout the year. 


[based on Greek misos “hatred” + guné 


mistaken 


2 a book of prayers, esp. an illuminated once. 
[from ecclesiastical Latin misyale (neut.) ‘of the 
Mass’ ] 

missel thrush var. of Mistie 11RUSH. 

misshape w/7: give a bad shape or form to; distort. 

misshapen adj. ill-shaped, deformed, distorted. 
0 misshapenness 7. 

missile 7. 1 an object or weapon for throwing at 
a target or for discharge from a machine. 2 ¥ a 
weapon directed by remote control or automati- 
cally. [from Latin missi/is} 0 missilery n. 


pals: he if 


; Aare 
engine IES 


oa 


warhead 


| 


MISSILE: SECOND WORLD WAR 
GERMAN V1 FLYING BOMB 


missing adj. 1 not in its place; lost. 2 (of a person) 
not yet traced or confirmed as alive but not known 
to be dead. 3 not present. 

missing link 7. 1 a thing lacking to complete a ser- 
ies. 2 a hypothetical intermediate type, esp. be- 
tween apes and humans. 

mission 7. | a a particular task or goal assigned to 
a person or group. b a journey undertaken as part 
of this. ¢ a person’s vocation {mission in life). 2 a 
body of persons sent, esp. to a foreign country, to 
conduct negouations etc. 3 aa field of missionary 
activity. b a missionary post or organization. [from 
Latin mussio ‘sending’ | 

missionary @ adj. of, concerned with, or charac- 
terisuc of, religious missions, @ 7, ( pl. -ies) a person 
doing missionary work. [from modern Latin mzy- 
venti | 

missionary position ». co//og. a position for sexual 
mtercourse with the woman lying on her back and 
the man lying on top and facing her. 

missioner 7. | a missionary. 2 a person in charge 
of a religious mission. 

mission statement ». a declaration made by a 
company etc. of its general principles of operation. 

missis 7. (also missus) s/ang or joc. 1 a form of 
address to a woman, 2 a wife. 0 the missis my or 
your wife. [corruption of sisi Kess] 

missive 7. 1 juc. a lettcr. 2 an official letter. [based 
on Latin miltere miss- ‘to send’| 

misspell 2.7; ( past and past part. -spelt or -spelled) 
spell wrongly. 0 misspelling x. 

misspend »./7, (pas! and past part. -spent) (esp. as 
misspent adj.) spend amiss or wastefully, 

misstate v./r, state wrongly or inaccurately. 0 mis- 
statement //. 

missus var. of Missis. 

missy 7. (fl. -ies) an affectionate or derogatory 
form of address to a young girl. 

mist e 7. 1 a water vapour near the ground in 
minute droplets limiting visibility: b condensed 
vapour settling on a surface and obscuring glass 
etc. 2 dininess or blurring of the sight caused by 
tears etc. 3 a cloud of particles resembling mist. 
@ ul GS intr (usu. foll. by up, over) cover or become 
covered with mist or as with mist. [Old English] 

mistake e 7. I an incorrect idea or opmion; a thing 
incorrectly done or thought. 2 an error of judge- 
ment, @ “fr (pas! mistook; pas! part. mistaken 
1 misunderstand the meaning or intention of (a 
person, a statement, etc.). 2 (foll. by for) wrongly 
take or identify (mistook me for you. 0 by mistake 
accidentally: in error. D mistakable ad). 

mistaken ad. 1 wrong in opinion or judgement 
2 basecl on or resulting from this yrataken loyalh: 


mustaken identity), O mistakenly adv. 0 mistaken- 


ness i 


misteach 


misteach w/7 (fast and past part. -taught) teach 
wrongly or incorrectly. 

mister 7. La man without a title of nobility etc. (a 
mere mister). 2 slang or joc. a form of address to a 
man. [weakened form of masirk in unstressed use 
before a name] 

mistigris 7. Cardy 1 a blank card used as a wild 
card in a form of draw poker. 2 this game. 

mistime v./7, say or do at the wrong ume. 

mistitle 1/7, give the wrong title or name to. 

mistle thrush 7. (also missel thrush) a large 
thrush, Jurdus viscworus, with a spotted breast, that 
feeds on mistletoe berries. [Old English miséel ‘basil, 
mistletoe’ } 

mistletoe 7. » a parasitic plant, Viscum album, 
growing on apple and other trees and bear- 
ing white glutinous berries in winter. 
[Old English masteltan 
‘mistletoe twig’] 

mistook past of 
MINE ANKE.. 

mistral 7. a cold north- 
erly wind of southern 
France. [from Latin 
magistralis (ventus) “mas- 
ter (wind)’] 

mistranslate v/; translate incorrectly G mis- 
translation 7. 

mistreat 7/7, treat badly. 0 mistreatment 7. 

mistress 7. 1 a female head of a household. 2 a 
woman in authority over others. 3 a woman with 
power to control ete. (often foll. by of: mistress of the 
situation). 4 Brit. a female teacher, 5 a woman (other 
than his wife} with whom a married man has a 
sexual relationship. [from Old French maistresse] 

mistrial 7. 1 a trial rendered invalid through 
some error. 2 C\$.a trial in which the jury 
cannot agree on a verdict. 

mistrust e v/: 1 be suspicious of. 2 feel 
no confidence in (a person, oneself, one’s 
powers, etc.). @ z. 1 suspicion. 2 lack of 
confidence. 

mistrustful aq. 1 (foll. by of) suspicious. 
2 lacking confidence or trust. GO mis- 
trustfully adv. 

misty ad. (mistier, mistiest) 1 of or 
covered with mist. 2 indistinct or dim in 
outline. 3 obscure, vague (a misty idea), 
Oo mistily adv. mistiness n. 

mistype «./7, type wrongly. 

misunderstand 2/7, (pas! and pas! part. 
misunderstood) 1 fail to understand 
correctly, 2 (usu, as misunderstood ad).) 
misinterpret the words or actions of {a person). 

misunderstanding 7. 1 a failure to understand 
correctly, 2 a slight disagreement or quarrel. 


rd 


MISTLETOE 
(Piscum album) 


MITOSIS 


the cell's genetic material (chromatin) 
to form chromosomes. 


of microtubules forms a structure called the 


spindle. This is complete by metaphase, when 


the chromosomes line up across the cell's 
centre. During anaphase, the spindle micro- 
tubules contract, pulling the chromosomes 
apart so that each half (or chromatid) moves 
to opposite poles of the cell. During telo- 
phase, the spindle disappears and a new 


nuclear membrane forms around each group 
The cell’s plasma membrane 
then begins to constrict, eventually forming two 


of chromosomes 


new daughter cells. 


509 


MITRE BOX 


Mitosis is a type of cell division that produces two 
new genetically identical cells. During prophase, 
tightens up 
The membrane around 
the nucleus begins to disintegrate, and a system 


mixed-up 


misuse e@ «./; /mis-yooz/ 1 use wrongly; apply to 
the wrong purpose. 2 ill-treat. e 7. /mis-yooss/ 
wrong or improper use or application. 

MIT air. Massachusetts Institute of Technology: 

mite! @ 7. a very small arachnid of the order 
Acarina, many of which are parasitic on plants or 
animals. > aracunip. [Old English] 

mite’ e 7. 1a very small amount. 2 a small object 
or person, esp. a child, @ adv. (usu. prec. by @) collog. 
somewhat (is @ mite shy). [from Middle Durch mile| 

miter US var. of mire. 

mitigate v./7, make milder or less intense or severe. 
{based on Latin mitigatus “made mild’} o mitiga- 
tion n. mitigatory ad). 
5 a Usage See Usage Note at muiiare. 


mitigating circumstance 7. ‘aie in pl.) Law a 
circumstance permitting greater leniency. 
mitochondrion 7. Bio/. a structure found in large 
numbers in most cells, in which respiration and 
energy production occur. [from Greek mitos 
‘thread’ + khondrion ‘small granule’ | 
mitosis 7. Biol. ¥ a type of cell division that 
results in two daughter cells each having 
the same number and kind of chromo- 
somes as the parent nucleus. (cf. 
muiosts 1). [based on Greek mitos 
‘thread’| G mitotic ad). 
mitre (['S miter) @ 7, 1 > a tall 
deeply cleft headdress worn by 
bishops and abbots, esp. as a 
symbol of office. 2 (in full mitre 
joint) the joint of two pieces of 
wood or other material at an angle of 90°, 
such that the line of junction bisects this 
angle. @ ude & int. jom with a mitre. 
angled {from Greek mitra ‘girdle, turban’) 
lil O mitred adj. 
mitre box 7. <a ‘rame with slits 
for guiding a saw in cutting mitre 
jotnts. 
mitt 7. 1 = mrrvey. 2 a glove leav- 
ing the fingers and thumb ex- 


sections, one for the thumb and 
the other for all four fingers. 2 (in pl.) 
slang boxing gloves. 0 mittened adj. 
[trom Old French mitaine| 
mix e 7 1% combine or put together 
(two or more substances or things) so 
that they are diffused into each other. 
2 fi: prepare (a compound, cocktail, etc.) 
by combining the ingredients. 3 é combine (an 
activity etc.) with another simultaneously (mix busi 
ness with pleasure). & inti a join, be mixed, or 


DEMONSTRATION OF MITOTIC CELL DIVISION 


] PROPHASE chromatid 


oe 
_ extended chromatin 


strands 
~ oat of vdetamn 
~ | 
nucleus a / 2 LAPHENSI 
\ = “a —s 
chromosome ho eaten: 
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chromatin) \o i 
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VANAPHASE 


microtubule 


combine, esp. readily (oc! and water will not mix). 
b be compatible. ¢ be sociable (must learn to mix). 
5 intr. a (foll. by with) (of a person) be harmonious 
a sociable with; have regular dealings with. 
(foll. by in) participate in, 6 é drink different 
a of (alcoholic liquor) in “close succession. 7 fr 
combine (two or more sound signals) into one. 8 t: 
Mus. produce (a recording) by combining a 
number of separate recordings or soundtracks. 
en. 1 a the act or an instance of mixing; a 
mixture. b the proportion of materials etc. in a 
mixture. 2 collog. a group of persons of different 
types (social mix). 3 the ingredients prepared 
commercially for making a cake etc. or for a 
process such as making concrete. 4 the merging of 
film pictures or sound. 0 be mixed up in (or 
with) be involved in or with (esp. something 
undesirable), mix and match select from a 
range of alternative combinations. mix it (US 
mix it up) col/og. start fighting. mix up 1 mix 
thoroughly. 2 confuse; mistake the identity of. 
[back-formation from mixep, taken as past 
partuciple} 
mixed adj. 1 of diverse qualities or 
elements. 2 containing persons from 
various backgrounds ete. 3 for or 
involving persons of both sexes (a 
mixed school). [from Latin nuxtus] 
mixed bag 7. (also mixed 
bunch) a diverse assortment of 
things or persons. 
mixed blessing 7. a thing 
having advantages and disadvan- 
tages. 
mixed crystal 7. a crystal formed from 
more than one substance. 
mixed doubles 2./. Tennis etc. a doubles 
game with a man and a woman as part- 
ners on each side. 
mixed economy 7. an economic system 
combining private and State enterprise. 
_ mixed farmiing /. farming of both crops 
and livestock. 


posed. 3 s/ang a hand or fist. oe mixed feelings n.p/. a mixture of pleas- 
mitten rn. 1 a glove with two BISHOP'S ure and dismay about something. 
Memes MITRE 


mixed grill 7. a dish of various grilled 
meats and Vegetables etc. 

mixed marriage n. a marriage between persons of 
different races or religions. 

mixed media e 7. the use of a varicty of mediums 
in an entertainment, work of art, etc. @ attrib.ad). 
(also mixed-media) = MULTIMEDIA. 

mixed metaphor #7. a combination of inconsistent 
metaphors (e.g. this tower of strength will forge ahead). 

mixed-up adj. collog. mentally or emotionally 
confused; socially l-adjusted. 
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mixer 


mixer n. 1 <a device 
for mixing foods etc. or 
for processing other 
materials. 2 a person 
who manages socially 
in a specified way (a 
good mixer). 3 a (usu. 
= soft) drink to be mixed 
with another. 4 Broad- 
casting & Cinematog a a 
device for merging 
input signals to pro- 
duce a combined output in the form 
of sound or pictures. b a person who 
operates this. 
mixer tap 7. Brit. a tap through which 
mixed hot and cold water is drawn by 
means of separate controls. 
mixture 7. 1 the process of mixing or being mixed. 
2 the result of mixing; something mixed; a com- 
bination. 3 Chem. the product of the random distri- 
bution of one substance through another without 
any chemical reaction taking place between the 
components, as distinct from a chemical com- 
pound. 4 gas or vaporized petrol or oil mixed with 
air, forming an explosive charge in an internal- 
combustion engine. 0 the mixture as before Bri. 
the same treatment repeated. [from Latin mixtura] 
mix-up 7. a confusion, misunderstanding, or mis- 
take. 
mizzen 7. (in full mizzen-sail) aul. the lowest 
fore-and-aft sail of a fully rigged ship’s mizzen-mast. 
{from Italian mezzana ‘mizzen-sail’} 


MIXER: HAND-HELD 
FOOD MIXER 


beater 


mizzen-mast 7/. the mast next aft of the mainmast. 
C RIGGING, SHIP 

mil abbr. 1 millilitre(s 

M.Litt. abbr. 
Litterarum| 

Mille abi. (pl. Miles) Afademoiselle. 

MLR abd. minimum lending rate. 

m/lud see wo. 

MM abbx Messieurs. 

mam abby, millimetre(s). 

Mame abir. (pl. Mmes) .Vfadame. 

Mao symb. Chem. the element manganese. 

mnemonic /ni-mon-ik/ @ ad). of or designed to aid 
the memory. @ 7. a mnemonic device. [from Greek 
mnémonikos| OQ mnemonically adv. 

MO ably, 1 Medical Officer. 2 money order. 

Mo symb. Chem, the element molybdenum, 

mo 7. (//. mos) collog. a moment (wail a mo). 

moa 7. (//. moas) » any extinct flightless 
New Zealand bird of the family Dinor- 
nithidae, resembling the ostrich. 
[Maori] 

moan e 7. I a long mur- 
mur expressing physical 
or mental suffering o1 
pleasure. 2 a low plain- 
tive sound of wind ete. 
3 a complaint; a griev- 
ance. @ v. 1 int, make a 
moan or moans. 2 itr. 
collog. complain or grumble. 
3 ¢& a utter with moans. 
b lament. [Middle English] 

moaner /. 

moat @ 7. a deep defensive 
ditch round a castle, town, 
etc.. usu. filled with water. 
ev. surround with or as with a moat. > casrit. [from 
Old French mote, motte ‘mound’| 0 moated adj. 

mob e 2. 1 a disorderly crowd; a rabble. 2 (prec. by 
the) usu. derog. the populace. 3 collog. a Brit. a gang; 
an associated group of persons. b (the Mob) 
the Mafia or a similar criminal organization. 
4 Austral. a flock or herd. @ wiz (mobbed, 
mobbing) 1 crowd round in order to attack or 
admire. 2 US crowd into (a building). [short for 
Latin mobile vulgus ‘excitable crowd’ | 


). 2 mile(s). 


Master of Letters. [Latin Magister 


MOA 
| Dinornis maximus) 


mob cap 2. fist. » a woman’s 
large indoor cap covering all the 
hair, worn in the 18th and early 
19th c. [based on obsolete (18th 
c.) mob ‘slut’] 

mobile e ad. 1 movable; not 
fixed; free or able to move or 
flow easily. 2 (of the face etc.) 
readily changing its expres- 
sion. 3 (of a shop, library, etc.) accommodated in a 
vehicle so as to serve various places. @ n. 1 a dec- 
orative structure hung so as to turn freely. 2 = 
MOBILE PHONE. [from Latin mobilis] G mobility zn. 

mobile home 7. a large caravan permanently 
parked and used as a residence. 

mobile phone 2z. (also mobile telephone) a 
portable radio telephone. 

mobilize v. (also -ise) 1 ¢& organize for service or 
action (esp. troops in time of war). 2 iniz. be organ- 
ized in this way. 0 mobilization n. 

Mobius strip /mer-bi-iis/ n. Math. a one-sided 
surface formed by joining the ends of a rectangle 
after twisting one end through 180°. [named after 
A. EF Mobius, German mathematician, 1790 1868] 

mob rule 2. rule imposed and enforced by a 
mob. 

mobster n. s/ang a gangster. 

moccasin 7. ® a type of soft 
leather shoe with combined sole 
and heel, as originally worn by 
N. American Indians. [from 
American Indian mockasin| 

mocha /mok-i/ n. 1 a coffee of 
fine quality. 2 a beverage or fla- 
vouring made with this. [from 
Mocha, a port on the Red Sea| 

mochaccino /mo-kah-chee- 
noh/ n. a cappuccino contain- 
ing chocolate syrup or chocolate 
flavotiring. [blend of mMocna and 
CAPPUCCINO | 


MOB CAP 


mock e ». 1 a ¢ ridicule: scoff at. 
b intr (foll. by at) act with scorn or 
contempt for. 2 ¢ mimic contemp- 
tuously. 3 ¢ jeer, defy, or delude 
contemptuously. @ aiiribadj. sham, unitation (esp. 
without intention to deceive); pretended (a moch 
battle, mock cream). @ n. (in pl.) collog. mock examin- 
ations. {from Old French mo(: jquer ‘to deride’| 

o mockingly adv. 

mocker 7. a person who mocks. 0 put the mock- 
ers on Brif. slang 1 bring bad luck to. 2 put a stop to. 

mockery 2. (fi. -ies) 1 a derision, ridicule. b a 
subject or occasion of this, 2 (often foll. by of) a 
counterfeit or absurclly inadequate representation. 
[Middle English from Old French moguene (as mock)] 

mockingbird 7. a long-tailed songbird of the 
American family Mimidae, noted as a mimic of 
other birds’ calls, etc., esp. MLimus polygloltos. 


AMER 


MODEM 

A modem is a device that converts data from 
binary code - the string of ones and noughts 
that a computer reads and interprets 
analogue signal that can be transmitted over 
the telephone network. It forms the basis for 
the transmission of e-mail and faxes and 
access to the Internet. An internal 


modem occupies an expan- “a 
; see Y _ 
sion slot inside a 
' computer; an external | 
: modem plugs into a : =a 
A : 4, ie e 
serial port on the computer * > : | 


outside of the 
computer. 


system - — 
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mock orange 7. ® a 
white-flowered heavy- 
scented shrub. Phila- 
delphus coronarius. 

mock turtle soup 7. soup 
made from a calf’s head 
etc. to resemble turtle 
soup. 

mock-up 7. an experi- 
mental model or rep- 
lica of a proposed 
structure etc. 

MOD abby. (in the UK) Ministry of Defence. 

mod collog. @ adj. modern, esp. in style of dress. @ 7. 
Brit. a young person (esp. in the 1960s) of a group 
aiming at sophistication and smart modern dress. 

modal adj. 1 of or relating to mode or form as 
opposed to substance. 2 Gram. a of or denoting the 
mood of a verb. b (of an auxiliary verb, e.g. would) 
used to express the mood of another verb. [from 
medieval Latin modalis| 0 modality n. (pl. -ies). 
modally adi. 

mod cons n.p/. Brit. modern conveniences. 

mode rn. I a way in which a thing is done. 2 a 
prevailing fashion or custom. 3 Computing a way of 
operating or using a system (print mode). 4 Statistics 
the value that occurs most frequently in a given set 

of data. 5 Mus. any of several scale 

systems. 6 NV. Amer. Gram. = moov® 1. 
[from Latin modus ‘measure’ | 
model e 7. 1 a representation in 
three dimensions of an existing per- 
son or thing or of a proposed struc- 
ture, esp. on a smaller scale (often 
attrib: a model train). 2 a simplified 
(often mathematical) description of a 
system etc., to assist calculations and 
predictions. 3 a figure in clay, wax, 
etc., to be reproduced in another ma- 

terial. 4 a particular design or style, 

esp. of a car. 5 a (foll. by of) an exem- 
plary person or thing (a model of self- 

discipline). b (attrib) ideal, exemplary (a 

model student). 6 a a person employed to 

pose for an artist, photographer, etc. ba 
person employed to display clothes etc. by wearing 
them. @ v. (modelled, modelling; (’S modeled, 
modeling) 1 ¢: a fashion or shape (a figure) in 
clay, wax, etc. b (foll. by after, on, etc.) form (a thing 
in imitation of ). 2 a itr act or pose as a model. b /. 

(of a person acting as a model) display (a garment). 

3 i devise a (usu. mathematical) model of 

phenomenon, system, etc.). [from Latin modulus] 

modeller 1. 


MOCK ORANGE: 
GOLDEN MOCK ORANGE 
(Philadelphus coronarius 
‘Aureus ) 


modem 7. ¥ a combined device for modulation and 
demodulation, e.g. between a computer and a tele- 
phone line. [from modulator + demodulator] 

moderate e adj. 1 avoiding extremes; temperate in 
conduct or expression, a 
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moderation 


2 fairly or tolerably large or good. 3 (of the wind) of 
medium strength, 4 (of prices) fairly low, @ 7. a per- 
son who holds moderate views, esp. in politics. @ v. 
1 ¢& © int, make or become less violent, intense, 
rigorous, etc. 2 ér (also absol.) act as a moderator of 
or to. [from Latin moderatus ‘reduced, controlled’| 
oO moderately adv. 


\ 


moderation 7. 1 the process or an instance of | 


moderating, 2 the quality of bemg moderate. o in 
moderation in a moderate manner or clegree. 

moderator 7. I an arbitrator or mediator. 2 a 
presiding officer. 3. Eecl, a Presbyterian minister 
presiding over an ecclesiastical body. 

modern e ad. 1 of the present and recent times. 
2 in current fashion; not antiquated. @ 7. (usu. in pi.) 
a person living in modern times. [based on Latin 
modo ‘just now] GO modernity 7. 

modern English », English from about 1500 on- 
wards, 

modernism ». 1 a modern ideas or methods. b the 
tendency of religious belief to harmonize with 
modern ideas. 2 a modern term or expression. 
Oo modernist 7. modernistic ad). 

modernize ». (also -ise) 1 #. make modern; adapt to 
modern needs or habits. 2 wir, adopt modern ways 
or Views. 0 modernization 1. modernizer /. 

modern Latin ». Latin since 1500, used esp. in sci- 
eutific classification, 

modest «ad. 1 having or expressing a humble or 
moderate estimate of one’s own merits or achieve- 
ments. 2 difhdent, bashful, retiring. 3 decorous. 
4 moderate or restrained in amount, extent, sever- 
ity, etc. a modes! sum). 5 (of a thing) unpretentious in 
appearance etc. [from Latin modestus “keeping due 
measure | G modestly adi. 

modesty ». the quality of being modest. 

modicum ». (foll. by o/) a small quantity. [Latin, 
literally ‘short distance or time’| 

modifier 7. lL a person or thmeg that modifies. 
2 Gram. a word, esp. an adjective or noun used 
attributively, that qualifies the sense of another 
word \¢.g. good and family in a goud family house). 

modify «7, \-1es, -ied) 1 make less severe or ex- 
treme (modify une’s demands). 2 make partial changes 
in; make different. 3 Gram. qualify or expand the 
sense of (a word etc.). [from Latin modificare| O modi- 
fication 7. modificatory ad). 

modish /moh-dish/ adj. fashionable. 0 modishly 
adv. modishness ». 

modiste 7. a milliner; a dressmaker, [French] 

modular adj. of or consisting of modules or 
moduli. [based on Latin modulus ‘measure’] 
0 modularity #. 

modulate ¢. 1 /, a regulate or adjust. b moderate. 
2? adjust or vary the tone or pitch of (the speak- 
ing voice). 3 fr alter the amplitude or frequency of 
(a wave) by a wave of a lower frequency to convey 
a signal. 4 inte @ tr vofien toll. by from, to) Mus, 
change or cause to change trom one key to another, 
[based on Latin mudu/atuy ‘measured’] 0 modula- 
tion 7, modulator 1. 

module 7. 1 a standardized part or independent 
unit used in construction, esp. of furniture, a build- 
ing, or an electronic system. 2 an independent unit 
of a spacecraft (lunar module). & USAR MODELL, SPACL- 
craw. 3a unit or period of training or education. 
[from Latin modulus ‘small measure] 

modulus 7. ( //, moduli; .\ fa//. 1 the magnitude of 
a real number without regard to its sign. 2 a con- 
stant factor or ratio, [Latin, hterally ‘small meas- 
ure | 

modus operandi /imoh-diis op-er-an-dee/ n. | pl. 
modi operandi) a way of performing a task o1 
action. (Latin, literally “way of operating’ 

modus vivendi /imoh-cliis vi-ven-dee/ 7». ( p/. modi 
vivendi 1a way of living or coping. 2 an arrange- 
ment between people who agree to differ, [Latin. 
hterally ‘way of living’} 

mog?.jalsomoggie Bri/, slay a cat. |20th-century 
variant of Vag. pet form of Margaret] 


Mogadon ». prop. a benzodiazepine drug used to 
treat insomnia, 
mogul! n. 1 collog. an important or influential 


person. 2 (Mogul) fist. any of the emperors of 


Delhi in the 16th-19th c. [from Persian mugul] 
mogul? x. a mound on a ski slope formed by skiers 
turning, 

mohair 7. 1 the hair of the angora goat. 2 a yarn 
or fabric from this. [based on Arabic mukayyar, liter- 
ally ‘choice, select] 

Mohammedan var. of Mun \imanan. 

Mohawk e ». 1 (p/. same or Mohawks) a member 
of a N. American Indian people. 2 the Iroquoian 
Janguage of this people. @ ad. of orrelating to the 
Mohawks or their language. [from North Ameri- 
can Indian mohowawog ‘man-caters’} 

Mohican e ¥. 1 a member of a N. American Incian 
people of Connecticut. 2 a Mohican hairstyle. @ ad). 
1 of or relating to this people. 2 (of a hairstyle) with 
the head shaved except for a strip of hair from the 
middle of the forehead to the back of the neck, 
often worn in long spikes. [native name] 

moiety /moy-iti/ 7. (pl. -ies) Law or literary La 
half. 2 cach of the two parts into which a thing is 
divided. [from Latin medietas ‘middle’ | 

moire /mwah/ 7. (in full moire antique) watered 
fabric, usu. silk. [French, from monair} 

moiré /mwah-ray/ @ adj. 1 ¥ (of silk) watered. 
2 \of metal) having a patterned appearance like 
watered silk. e@ 7. 1 this patterned appearance. 2 = 
moire. [French, literally ‘made to look like moire’) 


MOIRE RIBBON 


moist ad). slightly wet: damp. [based on Latin mucidus 
‘mouldy’ and musiews ‘fresh’] 0 moistness 7. 

moisten ?./7, @ int, make or become moist. 

moisture 7. water or ather liquid diffused in a 
small quantity as vapour, or within a solid, or 
condensed on a surface. 

moisturize ?/r. (also -ise) make less dry (esp. the 
skin by use of a cosmetic), O moisturizer 1. 

moke ». s/ang Brit. a donkey. [19th c.: origin unknown} 


mol /mohl/abbr. = mou’. 


molar e adj. (usu. of a mammal’s hack teeth) serv- 
ing to grind. @ 7. ¥ a molar tooth. & prnxrrnon, 
PREMOLAR, toorH. [based on Latin mola ‘millstone’] 
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molasses 71./)/, \(reated as sie) 1 uncrystallized 
syrup extracted from raw sugar during refining. 
2.N. Amer. treacle. [from Late Latin mellaceum ‘fer- 
menting juice | 

mold (‘8 var. of wou" matt? 

molder (Svar. of vation. 

molding (8 var. of Mor ining 

moldy (Svar of sony, 


- MOM ws, 


mollify 


MOLECULE 


A molecule is a discrete unit made from 
atoms joined together by chemical bonds. 
All molecules of the samé compound are 
identical. All water molecules, for exam- 
ple, consist of an atom of oxygen, chemi- 
cally bound to two hydrogen atoms. 
Molecules may consist of just two atoms, 
or many thousands. 
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WATER MOLECULE (H,O) 
| —| 
mole!’ ». 1 any small burrowing insect-eating 


mammal of the family Talpidae, esp. Ta/pa europaea, 
with dark velvety fir and very small eyes. > tnsi.ct- 
Work, Nesi. 2 collog, a spy within an organization, 
usu. dormant for a long period while attaining a 
position of trust. [Middle English] 

mole? n. a small often slightly raised dark blemish 
on the skin caused by a high concentration of mel- 
anin. [Old English] 

mole? 7. 1 a structure Serving as a pier, breakwater, 
or causeway, 2 an artificial harbour. [from Latin 
moles “mass | s 

mole? n. Chem. the SI unit of amount of substance 
equal to the quantity containing as many elemen- 
tary units as there are atoms in (0.012 kg of carbon- 
12. [based on German .Molekiil ‘molecule’ | 

molecular adj. of, ‘relating to, or consisting of 
molecules. G molecularity 27. 

molecular biology 7. the study of the structure 
and function of large molecules associated with 
living organisms. 

molecular sieve 7. a crystalline substance with 
pores of molecular. dimensions which permit the 
passage of molecules below a certain size. 

molecular weight. 7. = Kuri, MOLuculAR MASS. 

molecule x. 1 Chem. & the smallest fundamental 
unit (usu. a group of atoms) of a chemical com- 
pound that can take part in a chemical reaction. 
2 (in general use) a small particle. [from modern 
Latin molecula| 

molehill 7. a small mound pushed up by a mole in 
burrowing. 0 make a mountain out of a mole- 
hill exaggerate the importance of a minor diffi- 
culty. 

mole rat 7. any of various ratlike rodents with 
reduced eyes which live underground, esp. of the 
Afmean family Bathyergidae, often living commu- 
nally. > kopeni 

moleskin 7. 1 the skin of a mole used as fur. 2. aa 
kind of cotton fustian with its surface shaved before 
dyeing. b (in p/.) clothes, esp. trousers, made of this. 

molest ¢./; 1 annoy or pester (a person) in a hostile 
or injurious way. 2 attack or interfere with (a 
person), esp. sexually. [from Latin molestare ‘to 
annoy’| O molestation n. molester u. 

moll x, s/ang 1 a gangster’s female companion. 2 a 
prostitute, [pet form of the name Afary| 

mollify i:/7 |-ies. -ied) 1 appease, pacify, 2 reduce 
the severity of; soften. [based on Latin mollis ‘soft’] 
oO mollification 1. 


molluse 


mollusc 7. (US also mollusk) y any invertebrate of 
the phylum Mollusca, with a sofi body and usu. a 
hard shell, including snails, cuttlefish, mussels, etc. 
{from modern Latin mollusca] 0 molluscan ad). 

mollycoddle vf coddle, pamper. [formed as Mou. 
+ coppie] 

Molotov cocktail 2. a crude incendiary device 
usu. a bottle filled with inflammable liquid. [named 
after V. M. Molotov, Russian statesman, 1890 1986] 

molt US var. of mourr. 

molten adj. melted, esp. made liquid by heat (molten 
lava; molten lead). [past participle of evr] 

molto adv. Mus. very (molto sostenuto; allegro molto). 
{Italian} 

molybdenum 2. Chem. a silver-white brittle metal- 
lic transition element occurring naturally in molyb- 
denite and used in steel to give strength and 
resistance to corrosion. [based on Greek molubdaina 
‘plummet’] 

mom 1. NV. Amer. collog. mother. 

moment ». 1 a brief or very brief portion of time. 
2 an exact or particular point of time (a/ last the 
moment arrwed). 3 importance (of no great moment). 
4 Physics & Mech. a turning effect, esp. expressed as 
the product of a force and the distance from its line 
of action to a point. Oat the moment at this trme; 
now. have one’s moments be impressive, happy, 
etc., on occasions. in a moment I very soon. 2 in- 
stantly. man (or woman etc.) of the moment 
the one of importance at the time in question, this 
moment mmiediately; at once (come here this mo- 
ment). [from Latin momentum| 

momenta }/. of MominruM. 


MOLLUSC 


With over 80,000 species, molluscs form the 
second largest phylum of animals on Earth, 
and range from tiny snails to giant squid. 
Most molluscs are aquatic, but some slugs 
and snails live on land. A typical mollusc 
has a soft body, protected by a shell. The 
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INTERNAL ANATOMY OF A GIANT AFRICAN 


MONASTERY 


Most organized religions, especially 
the Christian and Buddhist traditions, 
have monasteries where monks, who 
have chosen to devote their lives to 
their religion, live apart from 
society. Monastic life is dom- 
inated by prayer, so the 
church is a central 
feature, but there are also 
rooms for eating, washing, 
sleeping, and studying, as well 
as an infirmary. A garden, or 
farm, is another important 
feature, providing a means of 
sustenance and revenue for 
the religious community: 


nave 


gatehouse 


momentarily «dy. 1 for a moment. 2 .V. Amer. a at 
any moment. b instantly. 

momentary ad). lasting only a moment. 

moment of truth 7. a time of crisis or test {ori- 
ginally the final sword-thrust in a bullfight). 

momentous adj. having great importance. 0 mo- 
mentously ad. momentousness /. 

momentum 7. (//. momenta) 1 Physics the quan- 
uty of motion of a moving body, measured as a prod- 
uct of its mass and velocity. 2 the impetus gained 


shell is formed by a layer of tissue called the 
mantle. Most molluscs belong to one of the 
four main groups — gastropods, bivalves, 
cephalopods, and chitons. Gastropods move 
with the help of a single sucker-like foot, 
which moves in a series of muscular waves. 
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by movement. 3 strength or continuity derived 
from an initial effort. [Latin] 

momma 7. var. of mania. 

mommy 7”. (//. -ies) esp. US collog. = mummy". 

Mon. abhi; Monday. 

monad n. 1 the number one; a unit. 2 Philos. any 
ultimate unit of being (e.g. a soul, an atom, a 
person, God). 3 Bul. a simple organism, e.g. one 
assumed as the first in the genealogy of living 
beings. [from Greek monas ados ‘unit’| OG monadic 
adj. 

monarch 7. a sovereign with the title of king, 
queen, emperor, empress, or the equivalent. [from 
Greek monarkhes, literally ‘lone ruler’) O monar- 
chic adj. monarchical ad). 

monarchism 7. the advocacy of or the principles 
of monarchy. 6 monarchist 2. 

monarchy 7. (//. -ies) 1 a form of government 
with a monarch at the head. 2 a state with this. 
a monarchial «dj. 

monastery 7. (//l. -ies) A the residence of a reli- 
gious community, esp. of monks. [from ecclesias- 
tical Greek monasterion} 

monastic adj. of or relating to monasteries or the 
religious communities living in them. [based on 
Greek monazein “to live alone’] 0 monastically adv, 
monasticism /, 

monaural adj. 1 = mMonornonic. 2 of or involving 
one ear. oO monaurally adi. 

Monday e@ ». the second day of the week, following 
Sunday. @ adv. collog. 1 on Monday. 2 (Mondays) 
on Mondays; each Monday, [Old English ménandeg 
‘day of the moon’] 

monetarism 7. the thcory or practice of control- 
ling the supply of money as the chief method of 
stabilizing the economy. 0 monetarist n. G ad). 

monetary ad. 1 of the currency in use. 2 of or 
consisting of money, [from Late Latin monetanus| 

monetize 7/7 ‘also -ise; 1 give a fixed value as 
currency. 2 put (a metal) into circulation as money. 
[from French monétiser] OQ monetization 7. 

money 2). 1 a current medium of exchange in the 
form of coins and banknotes. 2 ( p/. -eys or -ies) (in 
pl.) sums of money. 3 a wealth. b a rich person o1 
family (as marred into money). G for my money in 
my opinion or judgement; for my preference (2y foo 
ageressive for my money). in the money collog. having 
or winning a lot of moncy, money for jam jor old 
rope) Brit. collog. profit for litte or no trouble. put 
money into invest in. [from Latin mone/a “mint, 
moncy | G moneyless ac). 

moneybags ».f/. (treated as sing; collog. usu. derog, a 
wealthy person. 

money box 7. Bri/..a box for saving money dropped 
through a slit. 

moneyed «dj. having much money; wealthy. 


money-grubber 


money-grubber 2. collog. a person greedily intent 
on amassing money. 0 money-grubbing ad). & n. 

moneylender 2. a person who lends money, esp, as 
a business, at interest. 0D moneylending n. & aa). 

moneymaker 7, 1 a person who earns much money. 
2 a thing, idea, etc., that produces much money. 
a moneymaking 7. © ad). 

money market 7. Stock Exch. trade in short-term 
stocks, loans, etc. 

money order 7. an order for payment of a speci- 
fied sum, issued by a bank or Post Office. 

money spider z. a small household spider sup- 
posed to bring financial luck. 

money-spinner 7. esp. Sri. a thing that brings ina 
profit. 

money supply 2. the total amount of money in 
circulation or in being in a country. 

money’s-worth 7. (prec. by your, my, one’s, etc.) 
good value for one’s money. 

monger 7. (usu. in comb.) 1 a dealer or trader (_fish- 
monger: ‘aa ). 2 usu. derog. a person who pro- 
motes or deals in something specified (cwarmonger; 
scaremonger). {from Latin mango ‘dealer’ | 

Mongol e adj. 1 of or relating to the Asian people 
now inhabiting Mongolia in central Asia. 2 resem- 
bling this people, esp. in appearance. 3 (mongol) 
ofjens. suffering from Down’s syndrome. @ n. 1 a 
Mongolian. 2 (mongol) offens. a person suffering 
from Down's syndrome. [Mongolian: perhaps from 
mong ‘brave’ | 


m Usage In sense 3 of the adjective and sense 2 of 
the noun, Down's syndrome should be used in place of 
mongol in order to avoid offence, e.g. @ Down’ 
syndrome baby; She suffers from Down's syndrome. 


Mongolian e 7. 1 a native or inhabitant of Mongo- 
lia. 2 the language of Mongolia. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to Mongolia or its people or language. 

mongolism 1. offers. = Down's SYNDROME. 


mg Usage The term Down’ syndrome is now much 
preferred to mongolism which can cause offence. 


Mongoloid e ad), 1 characteristic of the Mi nec 
lians, esp. in having a broad flat yellowish face. 
2 (mongoloid) offens. affected with Down’s syn- 
drome. @ n. a Mongoloid or offens. mongol- 
oid person. 

mongoose 7. (fi. mon- 
gooses) < any of various 
small flesh-eating civet-like 
mammals of the family 
Viverridae, including 
the genera Herpestes 
and | fungos. [from 
Marathi spoken 
in W. India) 

mangis| 


‘ “Cae " 


BANDED MONGOOSL 


MONGOOSE: 
(Mungos mungo) 


mongrel e 7. 1 a dog of no detinalle type or breed. 
2 any other animal or plant resulting from the 
crossing of different breeds or types. @ adj. of mixed 
origin, nature, or character. 

monies see woxty 2, 

moniker 7. (also monicker) slang a name, || 9th- 
century coinage| 

monism 7. I any theory denying the duality of 
matter and mind, 2 Philos. & Theol. the doctrine 
that only one supreme being exists. [based on 
Greek monos “single’] GQ monist 7”. monistic ad). 

monitor e 7. | any of vari- 
ous persons o1 
checking or warning about 
a situation. operation. etc, 
2 a school pupil with cliscip- 
linary or other special cuties, 
3 aa television receiver used 
in a studio to select or verhy 


devices to 


mee ti 


monocotyledon 


MONITOR 


A computer monitor is a very precise type 
of television screen that displays images 
created by the graphics card in a computer. 
The display area is divided into a grid of 
pixels (picture elements); each pixel is made 
up of at least one set of three dots (one red, 
one blue, and one green) of phosphor - a 
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coloured 
phosphor  _- 
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the picture being broadcast. b esp. Brit. Computing & 
a device displaying data on a screen. > compurcr, 
IOUGH SCRELN. 4 a person who listens to and reports 
on foreign broadcasts etc. 5 Zool. any tropical lizard 
of the genus Varanus, supposed to give warning of 
the approach of crocodiles. @ v.t7 1 act as a monitor 
of. 2 maintain regular surveillance over, [Latin] 
O monitorial ad). 

monitory “dj. /iterary giving or serving as a warning. 

monk 7, a member of a religious community of 
men living under certain vows esp. of poverty, chas- 
tity, and obedience. [based on Greek monakhos ‘soli- 
tary’] O monkish ad). 

monkey e 7. (p/. -eys) 1 any of various mainly 
long-tailed agile tree-dwelling primates of the 
families Cebidae, Callithricidae, and Cercopitheci- 
dae. > primate. 2 a mischievous person, esp. a child 
( young monkey). 3 Brit. slang £500. @ vinir (-eys, 
-eyed) I (often foll. by wth) tamper or play 
mischievous tricks. 2 (foll. by around, about) fool 
around. d make a monkey of humiliate by 
making appear ridiculous. [1 6th-century coinage] 

monkey bars ».p/. NV. Amer. = CuimpinG FRAME 

monkey business 1. ¢o//ug. mischiel. 

monkey-nut . 57i/, a peanut. 

monkey-puzzle 7. (in full monkey-puzzle tree) 
a coniferous tree, Araucaria araucana, native to Chile, 
with downward-pointing, 
prickly branches. 

monkey tricks 1.)/. Bri. 
collog. maschief. 

monkey wrench 7. <4 a 
wrench with an adjustable 
jaw. 2 monkeywrench- 
ing 1. 


substance that glows when stimulated by 
electrons. Electron beams, directed through 
a mask within the monitor, ‘can vary the 
brightness of each dot to make any pixel 
produce any colour. On-screen graphics are 
created by manipulating the colours of 
pixels and the number of pixels displayed. 
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monkfish 7. (//. usu. same) an angler fish, esp. 
Lophius piscatorius, often used as food. 
monkshood 2. » a poisonous garden 
plant Aconilum napellus, with hood- 
shaped blue or purple flowers. 
mono e@ ad, monophonic. @ 7. (pi. 
-os) a monophonic record, reproduc- 
Monee: 
mono- comb. form (usu. mon- before a 
vowel) 1 one, alone, single. 2 Chem. 
(forming names of compounds) con- 
taining one atom or group of a speci- 
fied kind. [Greck] 
monochromatic adj. 1 Physics (of 
light or other radiation) of a single 
wavelength or frequency. 2 con- 
taining only one colour. mono- 
chromatically adv. 
monochrome @ 7. 4 
photograph or picture 
done in one colour or 
different tones of this, 
or in black and white 
only. @ ad. having or using only one colour or in 
black and white only. [from Greek monokhromatos] 
monocle 7. a single eyeglass. (originally French 
adj.. from Late Latin monoculus ‘one-eyed’] 0 mon- 
ocled adj. 


MONKSHOOD 
(Aconitum napellus) 


monocoque 7. an aircraft or vehicle structure in 
which the chassis is integral with the body. [French] 

monocot 7. = Monocory.epon. [abbreviation] 

monocotyledon /mon-oh-kot-i-lee-dén/ n. Bol. any 
flowering plant with a single cotyledon. > 
SPERM, FLOWER, G Monocotyledonous adj. 


ANGIO- 


monocular 


monocular adj. with or for one eye. [from Late 
Latin monoculus ‘one-eyed’] 

monoculture 7. the cultivation of a single crop. 

monocycle 7. = uNicycLe. 

monocyte 7. Biol. a large leucocyte with a simple 
nucleus, developing into a macrophage. 

monody 7. (//. -ies) 1 an ode sung by a single actor 
in a Greek tragedy. 2 a poem lamenting a person’s 
death. [from Greek mondidia| 0 monodic adj. 
monodist 7. 

monoecious /mé-nee-shiis/ adj. 1 Bot. with uni- 
sexual male and female organs on the same plant. 
2 ool. hermaphrodite. [based on Greek monos 
‘single’ + ozkos ‘house’] 

monogamy n. 1 the practice or state of being 
married to one person at a time. 2 Zool. the habit of 
having only one mate at a time. [from Greek mono- 
gamia| O monogamist 7. monogamous ad. 
monogamously adu. 

monoglot e adj. using only one language. @ n. a 
monoglot person. [based on Greck glotta ‘tongue’| 

monogram 7. two or more letters, esp. a person’s 
initials, interwoven as a device. monogrammed 
adj. 

monograph 7. a separate treatise on a single 
subject. 0 monographic adj. 

monohull 7. a boat with a single hull. 

monokini 7. a woman’s one-piece beach garment 
equivalent to the lower half of a bikini. 

monolingual adj. speaking or using only one lari- 
guage. 

monolith 7. 1 a single block of stone, esp. shaped 
ito a pillar or monument. 2 a person or thing like 
a monolith in being massive, immovable, or solidly 
uniform. [based on Greek /ithos ‘stone’] 0 mono- 
lithic ad). 

monologue 7. 1 a a scene in a drama in which a 
person speaks alone. b a dramatic composition for 
one performer. 2 a long speech by one person in a 
conversation etc. 0 monologic ad. monological 
adj. monologist n. (also -loguist). 

monommania 7. obsession of the mind by one idea 
or interest. Oo monomaniac n. & ad). 

monomer n. Chem. 1 a unit in a dimer, trimer, or 
polymer. 2 a molecule or compound that can be 
polymerized. 0 monomeric ad. 

monophonic adj. (of sound reproduction) using 
only one channel of transmission (cf. sTEREOPHONK 
[based on Greek phoné ‘sound’ | 

monoplane 7. ¥ an aeroplane with one set ol 
wings (cf. BIPLANE). & AIRCRAFI 


starboard 
elevator 


single wing , 
a _— 


nose-ring 


monopod ». a 
structure having only 4 
one foot, esp. a one- 
legged support tor a camera. 
[from Greek monopodion| 


MONOPLANE: 
1912 BLACKBURN 
MONOPLANE 


monopole 7. 1 Physis a single 
clectric charge or magnetic pole, 
esp. a hypothetical isolated magnetic pole. 2 a radio 
aerial, pylon, etc. consisting of a single pole or rod. 

monopolist 7. a person who has or advocates a 
monopoly. O monopolistic ad) 

monopolize vt (also -ise) 1 obtain exclusive 
possession or control of (a trade or commodity 
etc.). 2 dominate or prevent others from sharing in 
(a conversation etc.). O monopolization 7. 

monopoly 7. ( //. -ies) 1 the exclusive possession 01 
control of the trade in a commodity or service 
2 asuch a commodity or service. b a company etc 
that possesses a monopoly. 3 (foll. by of, on) exclusive 
possession, control, or exercise. [from Greek 
monopolion| 


-— tailskid 


MONORAIL IN WUPPERTAL. GERMANY 


monorail 7. A a railway in which the track consists 
of a single rail, usu. elevated with the trains sus- 
pended from it. 

monosaccharide /mon-oh-sak-a-ryd/ n. Chem. a 
sugar that cannot be hydrolysed to give a simpler 
sugar, e.g. glucose. 

monosodium glutamate 7, Chem. a sodium salt 
of glutamic acid used to flavour food (cf. GLuTAMatr). 

monosyllabic adj. 1 (of a word) having one syl- 
lable. 2 (of a person or statement) using or expressed 
in monosyllables. OD monosylabically ad:z 

monosyllable 7. a word of one syllable. 

monotheism 7. the doctrine that there is only one 
God. [based on Greek theos ‘god’| 0 monotheist 7. 
monotheistic ad). 

monotone e 7. | a sound or utterance continuing 
or repeated on one note without change of pitch. 
2 sameness of style in writing. @ adj. without change 
of pitch. [from late Greek monotonos| 


monotonous adj. 1 lacking in variety; tedious 
through sameness. 2 (of a sound or utterance) with- 
out variation in tone or pitch. O monotonously 
adv, 
monotony 7. 1 the state of being monotonous 
2 dull or tedious routine. 
monotreme 7. any egg-laying mammal of the 
order Monotremata. native to Australia and New 
Guinea. e.g. the platypus and echidna, having a 
cloaca. > Mamma.. [from Greck menos ‘single’ + 
trema ‘hole’ | 
monotype 7”. 1 Monotype) Printing 
prop. a typesetting machine that 
casts and sets up types in indi- 
vidual characters. 2 an 
impression on paper 
made from an inked 
= design painted on 
glass or metal, 


vee linda 
rolary engint 


monounsaturated adj. Chem. 
(of a compound, esp. a fat) sat- 
urated except for one multiple bond. 

monovalent ad. Chem. having a 

valency of one, 
monoxide 7. Chem. an oxide containing one 
oxygen atom (carbon monoxide), 

Monseigneur /momsen-yer/n. (pl. Messet- 
eneurs /mes-en-yer/) a title given to an eminent 
French person, esp. a prince, cardinal, archbishop, 
or bishop. [French, literally ‘my lord’] 

Monsieur /mo-syer/n. (p/. Messieurs /mes- 
yer/) 1 the tide or form of address used of or to a 
French-speaking man, corresponding to Mr or six. 
2 a Frenchman. [French, from mon ‘my’ + siew 
‘lord’ 

Monsignor /mon-seen-yer/ 7. (//, Monsignori 
/mon-seen-yor-i/) the title of various Roman 
Catholic prelates, officers of the papal court, et 
[Itahan| 

monsoon n. | a wind in S. Asia, esp. in the Indian 
Ocean, blowing from the south-west in summit 


mood 


(wet monsoon) and the north-east in winter (dry 
monsoon). 2 a rainy season ac companying a wet 
monsoon. 3 any other wind with periodic alter- 
ations. [Arabic mazwsun ‘fixed season’] 

monster n. 1 an imaginary creature, usu. large and 
frightening, compounded of incongruous elements. 
2 an inhumanly cruel or wicked person. 3 a mis- 
shapen animal or plant. 4 a large usu. ugly animal 
or thing. 5 (attrib) huge; extremely large of its kind. 
{from Latin monstrum “portent, monster’] 

monstera 7. any climbing plant of the genus Mon- 
stera, mcluding the Swiss cheese plant. 

monstrance n. RC Ch. a receptacle in which the 
consecrated Host is exposed for veneration. {Mid- 
dle English in sense ‘demonstration’, based on Latin 
monstrare ‘to show’ | 

monstrosity 7. (//. -ies) 1 a huge or outrageous 
thing. 2 monstrousness. 3 = monster 3. [from Late 
Latin monstrosttas| 

monstrous adj. 1 like a monster; abnormally form- 
ed. 2 huge. 3 a outrageously wrong or absurd. 
b atrocious. [from Latin monstrosus} 0 mon- 
strously adv. monstrousness 2. 

montage /mon-tahzh/n. 1 aa process of selecting, 
editing, and piecing together separate sections of 
cinema or television film to form a continuous 
whole. b a sequence of such film. 2 a the technique 
of producing a new composite whole from frag- 
ments of pictures, words, music, etc. b a compos- 
ition produced in this way. [French] 

montane adj. of or inhabiting mountainous coun- 
try. [from Latin montanus| 

Montessori 7. (usu. aitrib.) a system of education 
(esp. of young children) that seeks to develop nat- 
ural interests and activities rather than use formal 
teaching methods. [named after Maria Montessori, 
Italian educationist d. 1952, who initiated it] 

month 7. I (in full calendar month) a each of 
usu. twelve periods into which a year is divided. b a 
period of time between the same dates in succes- 
sive calendar months. 2 a period of 28 days or of 
four weeks. 3 = Lunar MonrH. O month of Sundays 
a very long period. [Old English, related to Moon] 

monthly e adj. done, produced, or occurring once 
a month. @ adv. once a month: from month to 
month. @ x. (pi. -ies) a monthly periodical. 

monty 7. the full amount expected, desired, or 
possible (he full monty). [20th-century coimage] 

monument 7. 1 anything cnduring that serves to 
commemorate or make celebrated, esp. a structure 
or building. 2 a stone or other structure placed over 
a grave or in a church etc. in memory of the dead. 
3 an ancient building or site etc. that has been 
preserved. 4 (foll. by of, to) a typical or outstanding 
example (a@ monument of indiscretion). [from Latin 
monumentum | 

monumental ad. 1 a extremely great; stupendous 
{a monumental achievement). b (of a literary work) 
massive and permanent. 2 of or serving as a monu- 
ment. GO monumentality 7. monumentally ad. 

monumentalize 1/7, (also -ise) commemorate by 
or as by a monument. 

monumental mason 7. 3 maker of tombstones 
eT 

moo @ ?.in!7, (moos, mooed, inake the characteris- 
tic vocal sound of cattle. @ n. (pl. moos) this sound. 

mooch ¢. collog. 1 in/r, Brit. lotter or saunter desultor- 
ly. 2 tr esp..N. Amer. a steal. b beg. [Middle English} 
O moocher n. 

mood! ». 1 a state of mind or feeling. 2 a fit of 
melancholy or bad temper. 3 (attrib) inducing a 
particular mood (mood music). G in the (or no)* 
mood (foll. by for, or fo + infin.) inclined (or disin- 
clined) (zeas in no mood to agree). [Old English mod 
‘mind, thought’ 

mood? n. 1 Gram. a form or sct of forms of a verb 
serving to indicate whether it is to express fact, 
command, wish, ete. (subjunctive muod }. 2 the clistinc- 
tion of meaning, for example possibility or neces- 
sity, expressed by diflerent moods 


moody 


MOON 


The Moon is a natural satellite of the Earth, 
and takes 27.3 days to travel round its orbit. 
As the Moon takes the same time to rotate 
on its own axis, the surface seen from the 
Earth is always the same. The 
amount of the surtace visible, 
1 however, varies according to 
how much of it is in sun- 
light; this produces the 
familiar lunar phases. 


Avogadro 
crater _ 


Fabry — 


The Moon is barren, crate) 
with no atmosphere 

' or liquid water, but 
polar craters are Mendeleev 


believed to contam = (rater —— 
small quanuties of 
ice. Its dusty surface 
has been cratered 
by meteorites; some 
of the larger craters 
have filled with lava to 
form dark areas known 
aS maria or mares (‘seas’). 


Gagarin 

craler_ — 
Aare —— 

Ingenii 


MOON (FAR SIDE), WITH 
INTERNAL SERUCTURE REVEALED 


moody a7). 1moodier, moodiest) given to extreme 
changes of mood; gloomy, sullen. [Old English mode 
‘brave’}| GQ moodily ad. moodiness 1. 

moone/. 1 a (also Moon) & the natural satellite of 
the Earth, orbiting it monthly, illuminated by the 
Sun and reflecting some light to the Earth. 
PD cups... b this regarded in terms of its waxing and 
wang i a particular month \neze moon), > 11 Nak 
\oxtH. ¢ the Moon when visible (en es no moon 
tonight). 2 a satellite of any planet. 3 poet. a 
month. @ @ 1 infz move or look lisdesshs. 
2 tr. (foll. by away) spend (tume) im a listless 
manner. 3 ini (foll. by over) act aimlessly or ‘ 
inattentively from infatuation for \a person). ¥ 
4 intr, slang expose one’s buttocks. O over * 
the moon extremcly happy. [Old English] 
O moonless «dj. 


M 


moonbeam 7. a ray of moonlieht. 

moon boot 7. a thickly-padded boot designed 
for low temperatures. 

moon-faced «adj. having a round face. 

Moonie 7. collog. ofjens. a member of the Uni- 
fication Church, [from the name of its found- 
er, Sun Myung loon] 

moonlight e 7. 1 the light of the Moon. 
2 vatirib, lit yy the Moon, @ v.inte | past aad past part. 
-lighted) collog. have two paid occupations, csp. 
one by clay and one by night. c moonlighter 1. 

moonlight flit ». 
night. 

moonlit ad). lit by the Moon. 

moonscape 7). 1 the surface or landscape of the 

Moon. 2 an area resembling this: a 
wasteland, 


Brit, a hurried departure hy 


moonshine 7. 1 {ovlish 01 
unrealistic talk or 
2 s/ang smugeled spirit o1 
esp. \. .dmer ilheitly clis- 
tilled liquor, 


ideas. 


moonstone 7. < feldspai 
of pearly appearance. 
moonstruck «dj. mentally 
deranged. 
cane, 


moonwalk move on 


MOONSTONE: ( (MEO. dance Ina way reminiscent ol 
BROOCH OF BLUL the weightless movement ol 
MOONSTONI walking on the moon. 


[Sy hiadinger 


MOORHEN 
Gallinula chloropus) 


crust of granite- thick dust 
like rock __ layer 
partially 
molten cratered 
outer core surface 


Mare 
ALuscovtense 


rocky 
mantle 


small 
inner core 


Galois crater 


Mare 
Orientale 


~. Apollo crater 


“™~ <eeman crater 


\ 
\ Leibnitz crater 
crale} 


moony adj. (moonier, mooniest) 1 listless; stu- 
pidly dreamy. 2 of or like the Moon. 

Moor 2. a member of a Muslim people of mixed 
Berber and Arab descent, inhabiting NW Africa. 
[from Greck Afauros ‘mhabitant of Mauretania’, a 
region of N. Africa] 

moor! 7. 1 a tract of open uncultivated upland. 
2 a tract of such land preserved for shooting. 
3 US or dial. a fen. [Old English mor ‘waste land, 
mountain | 

moor? 7, 1 make fast (a boat, buoy, ete.) by 

attaching a cable ete. to a fixed object. 

2 intr. (of a boat) be moored. [Micl- 
dle Enghsh] 

moorhen 7. 1 <4 small 

aquatic bird, Gallinula 
chloropus, with mainly 
blackish plumage and 

a short red-yellow bill. 
2 a female red grouse, 
mooring 7). 1 aa fixed 
object to which a boat. 
buoy, etc., 1s moored. 

b cofien in p/.) a place where a 

boat ete. is moored. 2 (in pl.) a set of 
permanent anchors and chains laid down for ships 
to be moored to. 


lili 


mooring-mast sce ai\si'n. 4. 
Moorish ad}, ¥ of or relating to the Moors. 


MOoORISH PALACE 
PHL. ALEAMBRA, SPAIN, 


moorland 7. an 
extensive area of 
moor. 

moose 7. (//. 
same) esp. JV. 
Amer. » the elk, 
Alces alces. {from North 
American Indian moos] 

moot e ad. debatable, un- 
decided (a moot point). @ v.tr. 
raise (a question) for dis- 
cussion, @ 7. 1 fast. an 
assembly. Law a discus- 
sion of a hypothetical 
case as an academic exer- 


cise, [Old English] 


a Usage \ fool ‘debatable, un- 
decided’ is sometimes confused with mute ‘silent, 
dumb’, especially in the phrase moot point. 


MOOSE 
{Alces alces) 


mop e 7. 1 a wad or bundle of cotton or synthetic 
material fastened to the end of a stick, for cleaning 
floors etc. 2 a sumilarly-shaped implement for vari- 
ous purposes. 3 a thick mass of hair. 4 an act of 
mopping or bemg mopped (gave wt a mop). @ v.Lr. 
(mopped, mopping) 1! wipe or clean with or as 
with a mop. 2 a wipe tears or sweat etc. from (one’s 
face or brow etc.). b wipe away (tears etc.). D mop 
up 1 wipe up with or as with a mop. 2 collog. absorb 
(profits etc.). 3 dispatch; make an end of. 4 Ml. 
a complete the occupation of (a district ete.) by 
capturmg or killing enemy troops left there. 
b capture or kill (stragglers). [Middle English] 

mope e@ v.:nlz, 1 be gloomily depressed or listless. 
2 wander about listlessly. @ 7. a person who mopes. 
[16th-century coinage | 

moped 7. a motorized bicycle with an engine cap- 
acity below 50 cc. [Swedish] 

moppet 7. collog. a baby or small child. [from obso- 
lete moppe “baby, dol] 

moquette 7. a thick pile or looped material used for 
carpets and upholstery. [French] 

moraine 7. an area covered by rocks and debris 
carried down and deposited by a glacier. > GLacipr. 
[based on French dtalect mor(re) ‘snout’] O mo- 
rainic adj. 

moral e ad. 1 aaconcerned with goodness or 
badness of human character or behaviour, or with 
the distinction between right and wrong. b con- 
cerned with accepted rules and standards of human 
behaviour. 2 a conforming to accepted standards 
of general conduct. b capable of moral action (man 
is a moral agent), 3 (of rights or duties etc.) founded 
on moral law. 4 a concerned with morals or ethics 
(moral philosophy). b (of a literary work etc.) dealing 
with moral conduct. 5 concerned with or leading 
to a psychological effect associated with confidence 
in a right action (moral courage. moral support, moral 
wectory). @ 2. 1 a a moral lesson of a fable, story, 
event, etc. b a moral maxim or principle. 2 (in pl.) 
moral behaviour, [based on Latin mos 
‘custom | o morally adi. 

moral certainty 7. probability so great as to allow 
no reasonable doubt. 

morale /m6-rahl/ 7. the mental attitude or bear- 
ing of a person or group. esp. as regards confi- 
dence, discipline, etc. {from French moral] 

moralism 7. 1 a natural system of morality. 2 reli- 
sion regarded as moral practice. 


moris 


moralist 1. 1 a person who practises or teaches 
morality. 2 a person who follows a natural system of 
ethics. O moralistic adj. 

morality 7. (//. -tes) 1 the degree of conformity of 
an idea, practice. etc., to moral principles. 2 right 
moral conduct. 3a lesson in morals. 4 the science 
of morals, 5 a particular system of morals (commer- 
etal morality). 6 (in pl.) moral principles; points of 
cthics. 7 (in full morality play) Aisi. a kind of 
drama with personified abstract qualities as the 
main characters and inculeating a moral lesson, 
popular in the 16th c, 


(Muraena species) 


moralize 


moralize x, (also -ise) 1 intr indulge in moral reflec- 
tion or talk. 2 é interpret morally; point the moral 
of. 3 t make moral or more inoral. O moraliza- 
tion 7. moralizer n. 

moral law 2». the conditions to be satisfied by anv 
right course of action, 

moral philosophy 7. the branch of philosophy 
concerned with ethics, 

moral pressure 7. persuasion by appealing to a 
person’s moral sense. 

moral sense 7. the ability to distinguish right and 
wrong. 

morass 7. 1 an entanglement; a disordered situ- 
ation, esp. one impeding progress. 2 literary a bog or 
marsh. [from medieval Latin mariscus] 

moratorium 7. (//. moratoriums or mora- 
toria) 1 (often foll. by on) a temporary prohibition 
or suspension (of an activity). 2 a a legal authoriza- 
tion to debtors to postpone payment. b the period 
of this postponement. [modern Latin, based on 
mora ‘delay’ 

Moravian e 7. a native of Moravia, now part of the 
Czech Republic. @ adj. of or relating to Moravia or 
its people. 

moray 7. ¥ any voracious cel-like fish of the family 
Muraenidae, of warm seas, esp. Muraena helena of 

the Mediterranean and E, Atlantic. 

[from Greek muraina| 


MORAY EEL 


morbid adj. 1 a (of the mind, ideas, ete.) unwhole- 
some. b given to morbid feelings. 2 collog. melan- 
choly. 3 Med. of the nature of or indicative of 
disease. [based on Latin morbu; ‘discase’} O mor- 
bidity x. morbidly ade. 

mordant e adj. 1 (of sarcasm etc.) caustic, biting. 
2 pungent, smarting. 3 corrosive or cleansing. 4 (of 
a substance) serving to fix colouring matter or gold 
leaf on another substance. @ x. 1 a substance that 
enables a dye or stain to become fixed in a fabric 
etc. 2 an adhesive compound for fixing gold leaf. 
3 a corrosive liquid used to etch the nes on a print- 
ing plate. [from French, literally ‘biting’] 0 mor- 
dantly adv. 

more e dé. existing in a greater or additional quan- 
tity, amount, or degree (more problems than last time; 
bring some more water). @ pron. a greater quantity, 
number, or amount (more than three people, more to it 
than meets the eye). @ adv. 1 in a greater degree (do il 
more carefully). 2 to a greater extent (people hike to walh 
more these days). 3 forming the comparative of adjec- 
tives and adverbs, esp. those of more than one 
syllable (more absurd; more easily). 4 again (once more: 
never more). O more and more in an increasing 
degree. more of to a greater extent (more of a poel 
than a muswian), more or less I in a vrealer or 
smaller degree. 2 approximately; as an estimate. 
more so of the same kind to a greater degrec. 
[Old English | 

moreish adj. Brit. collog. pleasant to eat, causing a 
desire for more. 

morel 7. an edible fungus, Aforchella esculenta, with 
ridged mushroom caps. [from Dutch morilje| 

morello 7. ( f/. -os) a sour kind of dark cherry. [Ital- 
ian, literally ‘blackish’ | 

moreover adi. (introducing or accompanying a 
new statement) further, besides. 

mores /mor-ayz/ 7.p/, customs or conventions re- 
garded as characteristic of a community. [Latin, 
literally ‘customs’ | 

morganatic «ad. 1 (of a marriage) between a per- 
gon of high rank and another of lower rank, the 
spouse and children having no claim to the posses- 
sions or title of the person of higher rank. 2 (of a 
wife) married in this way. [based on medieval Latin 


matrimonium ad morganaticam ‘marriage with a morn- 
ing gift’, this gift being the husband's sole obliga- 
tion] 

morgue /morg/ 7. 1 a mortuary. 2 (in a newspaper 
office) a room or file of miscellaneous information, 
esp. for future obituaries. [French, originally the 
name of a Paris mortuary| 

moribund adj. 1 at the point of death. 2 lacking 
vitality. [from Latin monbundus] 

Mormon pn. a member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, a religion founded in 
1830 by Joseph Smith on the basis of revelations in 
the Book of Mormon. [name of the reputed author| 
0 Mormonism 7. 

morn 2. poet. morning. [Old English] 

mornay 7. a cheese-flavoured white sauce. [20th- 
century coinage] 

morning e 7. 1 the early part of the day, esp. from 
sunrise to noon. 2 sunrise, daybreak. 3 a time 
compared with the morning, esp. the early part of 
one’s life etc. @ it. collog. = good morning (see Goon ad). 
14). 0in the morning | during or in the course of 
the morning. 2 collog. tomorrow morning, [Middle 
English] 

morning-after pill 1. a contraceptive pill effective 
when taken some hours after intercourse. 

morning coat n. a coat with tails, and with the 
front cut away below the waist. 

morning dress 7. a man’s morning coat ancl 
striped trousers. 

morning glory 7. any of various twining plants of 
the genus /pomoea, with trumpet-shaped flowers. 

morning sickness 7, nausea felt in the morning in 
pregnancy, 

morning star 7. a planet, esp. Venus, when visible 
in the east before sunrise. 

Moroccan e ». 1 a native or national of Morocco 
in N. Africa, 2 a person of Moroccan descent. @ ad). 
of or relating to Morocco. 

morocco n. (//. -os) a fine flexible leather made 
from goatskins tanned with sumac. 

moron 77. 1 collog. a very stupid person. 2 an adult 
with a mental age of about 8 12. [Greck, literally 
‘foolish (thing)’] G meronic ad. moronically ad. 

morose adj. sullen and ill-tempered. {from Latin 
morosus ‘peevish | Q morosely ad:. moroseness 7. 

morph vf: (in computer animation) change 
smoothly and gradually from one image to another. 

morpheme 2. Linguist’, 1 a morphological element 
considered in respect of its functional relations in a 
linguistic system. 2 a meaningful morphological 
unit of a language that cannot be further divided 
(e.g. in, come, -ing, forming incoming), [based on 
Greek morphé ‘form’| 0 morphemic ad). 

morphia #7. (in general use) = MoRPHINL. 

morphine 7. a narcotic drug obtained from opium 
and used to relieve pain. [based on Latin name 
Aforpheus, god of sleep] 

morphing 7. a computing technique for trans- 
forming an image smoothly into a different one, 
[based on shortening of MLtAMoRPHOsis] 

morphology 2. the study of the forms of things, 
esp.: 1 Biol. the study of the forms of organisms. 
2 Philol. a the study of the forms of words. b the 
system of forms in a language. [based on Greck 
morphe form’) G morphological ad. morpho- 
logically adv. morphologist 7. 

morris dance 7. a lively traditional Enelish 
dance performed by groups often using handker- 
chiefs or sticks. [morris: from marys, obsolete vari- 
ant of Moors} G morris dancer n. morris 
dancing 7. 

morrow 71. (usu. prec. by the) literary the following 
day. [Middle English] 

Morse e 7. (in full Morse code) A a code in which 
letters are represented by combinations of long 
and short light or sound signals. @ 7/4. @ ind. signal 
by Morse code. [named after S. F. B. .Vforse, Ameri- 
can electrician, 1791 1872] 


mortgagee 


—- : 
MORSE CODE 


Devised by Samuel Morse, the Morse 
code was an integral part of the telegraph 
system he developed from 1832 onwards. 
Operators encoded a message by tapping 
a key to turn the electric current in the 
telegraph wires on and off. Letters of the 
alphabet were represented by combin- 
ations of dots and dashes, which were sent 
as long and short pulses of power. The 
Morse code fell out of use in the 1940s. 
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PHE ALPHABET IN MORSE CODE ' 


morsel n. a mouthful; a small piece (esp. of food). 
[from Old French, literally ‘little hite’] 

mortadella 7. (//. mortadelle; a large spiced 
pork sausage. [Italian, based on Latin murfatum ‘sea- 
soned with myrtle berries’] 

mortal e adj. 1 subject to death. 2 causing death: 
fatal. 3 (of a battle) fought to the death. 4 associ- 
atecl with death (mortal agony). 5 (of an enemy) 
implacable. 6 (of pain, fear, an affront, etc.) intense, 
very serious. 7 collog. a very great (in a mortal hurry). 
b long and tedious (for two mortal hours). 8 collog. 
conceivable, imaginable (every mortal thing; of no 
mortal use). @ 2, a mortal being, esp. a human. {from 
Latin mortalis| 0 mortally adz. 

mortality 7. (/)/. -ies) 1 the state of being subject to 
death. 2 loss of life on a large scale. 3 a the number 
of deaths in a given period etc. b (in full mortal- 
ity rate) a death rate. 

mortal sin n, 7/o/, a sin that is regarded as depriv- 
ing the soul of divine grace. 

mortar e 7. 1 a mixture of lime with cement. sand. 
and water, used in builcling to bond bricks or stones. 
2 a short large-bore cannon for firing bombs at 
high angles. 3 a contrivance for firing a lifeline or 
firework. 4 a usu. cup-shaped receptacle made of 
hard material, in which ingredients are pounded 
with a pestle. & vesriy. @ 7 1 plaster or jom with 
mortar. 2 attack or bombard with mortars. |from 
Latin martartum| 

mortarboard ». 1 an academic cap with a stiff flat 
square top. 2 a flat board with a handle on the 
undersurface, for holding mortar in bricklaying cte. 

mortgage /mor-gij/ e7. 1 aa conveyance of prop- 
erty hy a debtor to a creditor as security for a debt 
(esp. one incurred by the purchase of the property). 
ba decd effecting this. 2 aa debt secured by a mort- 
gage. b a loan resulting in such a debt. @ ef. 1 con- 
vey (a property) by mortgage. 2 pledge (oneself, 
one’s powers, ete.). [from Old French, literally 
‘deacl pledge’] 

mortgagee /mor-gij-ee/ n. the creditor in a mort- 


wage. 


mortgager 


mortgager /mor-gij-er/ 7. (also mortgagor /mor- 
@ij-or/) the debtor in a mortgage. 

mortgage rate 7. the rate of interest charged by 
a mortgagee. 

mortice var. of Moxtise. 

mortician 7. .V. Amer an undertaker. [based on 
Latin mors mortis “death’] 

mortify ». (-ies, -ied) 1 / a cause (a person) to feel 
shamed or humiliated. b wound (a person’s feel- 
ings). 2 é bring (the body, the flesh, the passions, 
etc.) Into subjection by self-denial or discipline. 
3 intr: (of flesh) be affected by gangrene or necrosis. 
[from ecclesiastical Latin mortificare ‘to kill, subdue’ | 
0 mortification 7. mortifying adj. mortify- 
ingly ado. 

mortise (also mortice) e 7. a hole in a framework 
designed to receive the end of another part, esp. a 
tenon, > poverait. @ vir 1 join securely, esp. by mor- 
tise and tenon. 2 cut a mortise in. [from Arabic 
murtazz ‘fixed in’| 


mortise lock 7. ¥ a lock recessed into the frame of 


a door or window etc, 


sfoiher 


, plate 


keyhole / 
plate and 


caver 


/ bolt 


body of 
lock 


MORTISE LOCK 
AND KEY 


mortuary e i. (//. -ies) a room or building in 
which dead bodies are kept until burial or crema- 
tion. @ ad. of or concerning death or burial. [based 
on Latin moriuus ‘dead’| 

Mosaic adj. of or associated with Moses. [from 
modern Latin, based on Hebrew foseh “Moses | 

mosaic 7. 1 a picture or pattern produced by an 


arrangement of small variously coloured pieces of 


glass or stone etc. 2 (in full mosaic disease) a virus 
disease causing leaf-mottling in plants. [from Greek 
mous(e)ion ‘mosaic work’|] 0 mosaicist 7. 

Moselle 2. (also Mosel) a light medium dry white 
wine from the valley of the river Moselle. [French] 

mosey @.inlr. (-eys, -eyed) s/ang walk in a leisurely 
manner. [19th-century coinage] 

mosh 2.7, collog. dance to rock music in a violent 
manner involving jumping up and down and delib- 
erately colliding with other dancers. [perhaps from 
MASH OF MUSH] 

Moslem var. of Mt siiv. 


mosque 7. ¥ 2 Muslim place of worship. [based on 
Arabic masjid] 


munarel 


central 
dome 


MOSQUE: THI BLUE MoOsQue, 
ISTANBUL. TURKEY 


MOTH 


The order Lepidoptera comprises at least 
150,000 species ef moth and just 20,000 
butterfly species. Although most moths are 
drab, some are brilliantly coloured. They 
vary greatly in size, ranging in wingspan 
from 2 mm to 30 cm ('/2 to 12 in.). Moths 


feathered — 
antenna 


dull 
camouflage 


Za 
Ean insulating 


scales 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER MOTHS 


DEATH’S HEAD HAWKMOTH 
(Acherontia atropos) 


MAGPIE MOTH 
(Abraxas grossulariata 


SIRS)! BEENAy 


Ueaena pliundulac 


ATLAS MOTH 
Attacus atlas) 


MADAGASCAN SUNSET 


SILVER “Y” MOTH 
(Autographa gamma) 


mosquito 7. (//. -oes, ® any slender biting 
dipterous fly of the family Culicidae, esp. 
of the genus Culex, Anopheles, or Aedes, the 
female of which sucks the blood of humans 
and other animals. [Spanish & Portu- 
guese, literally ‘little fly’ 


(Chrysiridia madagascariensis) 


mote 


can often be distinguished by their feathered 
antennae, which lack the clubbed tips of 
butterflies’ antennae. Mostmoths have a 
wing-coupling device consisting of bristles 
on the base of the hindwing that engage with 
a flap on the forewing. 


forewing 


— hindwing 


—~ robust body 


EXTERNAL FEATURES OF AN ACACIA 
CARPENTER MOTH (Ajleutes eucalyptt) 


re 
eS 
7. 


GARDEN TIGER 
) (Arctia caja) 


SILKMOTH 
(Bombyx mort) 


GOLDEN CLEARWING 
(dlbuna oberthurt) 


. PINE EMPEROR 
(Nudaurelia 
cytherea) 


MOTH 


BEAUTIFUL TIGER 
(Amphicalhia bellatrix) 


PUSS MOTH 
(Cerura vinula) 


majority (most of them are missing). 2 the 
greatest quantity or number (this i the 
most I can do). 3 (the most) s/ang the best 

of all (_yow ave the most). @ adv. 1 in the highest 
degree (this 1s most wteresting; what mast annoys me). 
2 forming the superlative of adjectives and 


prercing : 
mosquito net 7. a net stylet / . adverbs, esp. those of more than one syllable 
to keep off mosquitoes. af fi ; (most certain: most easily). 3 N. Amer. collog. 
moss @ 7. any small crypt- ™%y almost (most everyone J know agrees). O at most 


ogamous plant of the class 
Musci, growing in dense 
clusters on the surlace of 

the ground, in bogs, on trees, stones, 
etc. & BrvoPHyTL. @ ve cover with moss. {Old Eng- 
lish mos ‘bog, moss’ | 


MOSQUITO 
SUCKING BLOW 


moss agate 7. agate with mosslike markings. 

moss stitch 7. alternate plain and purl in knitting. 
D> KNITTING 

mossy “dj. (mossier, mossiest) 1 covered in o1 
resembling moss. 2 US ylang antiquated, old- 
fashioned. 

most e@ de. 1 existing in the greatest quantity or 
degree (see who can make the most noise). 2 the major- 
ity Of nearly all of (most people think so). @ pron. 1 the 


no more or better than (this is al most a 
makeshift). at the most 1 as the greatest 
amount. 2 not more than. for the most 
part I as regards the greater part. 2 usually. 
make the most of 1 employ to the best advan- 
tage, 2 represent at its best or worst. [Old English] 
mostly ad: 1 as regards the greater part. 2 usually. 

Most Reverend adj. the title of an archbishop or 
an Trish Roman Catholic bishop. 

MOT abhi. 1 hist. (in the UK) Ministry of Transport. 
2 (in full MOT test) a compulsory annual test of 
motor vehicles of more than a specified age. 

mot /moh/ n. ( pl. mots pronunc. same or /mohz/) a 
witty saying. (French, literally ‘word’| 

mote 7. a speck of dust. [Old English] 


1) 


motel 


motel n. a roadside hotel for motorists. 

motet 7. Mus. a short sacred choral composition. 
[from Old French, literally ‘little word’] 

moth 7. 1 < an insect of the order Lepidoptera, 
often drably coloured, and distinguished from but- 
terflies as having a stout body, lacking clubbed 
antennae, and folding the wings flat when at rest. 
2 (in full clothes-moth) any small lepidopterous 
insect of the family Tineidae breeding in cloth etc., 
on which its larva feeds. [Old English] 

mothball e 7. a ball of naphthalene etc. placed in 
stored clothes to keep away moths. e w./r, 1 place in 
mothballs. 2 leave unused. G in mothballs stored 
unused for a considerable time. 

moth-eaten ad. 1 damaged by moths. 2 time- 
worn. 

mother e 7. 1 a a woman in relation to a child to 
whom she has given birth. b (in full adoptive 
mother) a woman who has continuous care of a 
child, esp. by adoption. 2 any female animal in 
relation to its offspring. 3 a quality or condition etc. 
that gives rise to another (necessity is the mother of 


invention). 4 (in full Mother Superior) the head of 


a female religious community. 5 (attrib) a designat- 
ing an institution etc. regarded as having maternal 
authority (Mother Church; mother earth). b designating 
the main ship, spacecraft, etc., in a convoy or mis- 
sion (the mother craft). @ v.ir, 1 give birth to; be the 
mother of. 2 protect as a mother. 3 give rise to; be 
the source of. [Old English] o motherhood ;. 
motherless «dj. 

motherboard 7, Computing a printed circuit board 
containing the principal components of a micro- 
computer etc. 


mother country 7. a country in relation to its 
colonies. 

mother figure n. an older woman who is regarded 
as a source of nurture, support, etc 

motherfucker n. esp..\. Amer. coarse slang an obnox- 
ious or very unpleasant person or thing. 

Mothering Sunday 7. Bri. the fourth Sunday in 
Lent, traditionally a day for honouring mothers 
with gifts. 

mother-in-law 7. (//. mothers-in-law) 
mother of one’s hushand or wife. 


the 


motherland 7. one’s native country. 

mother lode 7. Mining the main vein of a system. 

motherly aq. 1 like or characteristic of a mother in 
affection, care, etc. 2 of or relating to a mother. 
Oo motherliness 7. 

mother-of-pearl 7. a smooth iridescent substance 
forming the inner layer of the shell of some 
molluscs. > PEAR! 

Mother’s Day 2. 1 Brit. = Moruerinc Sunpay. 2 .\. 
Amer. an equivalent day on the second Sunday in 
May 

Mother Superior see worn 7. 4. 

mother tongue 7. 1 one’s native language. 2 a 
language from which others have evolved. 

mothproof e adj. (of clothes) treated so as to repel 
moths. @ w/z treat (clothes) in this way 

motif 7. 1 a distinctive feature or dominant idea in 
artistic or literary composition. 2 Afus, = ricure n. 9. 
3 a decorative design or pattern. 4 an ornament 
sewn separately on a garment. [French] 

motile ad. Z00l. & Bot. capable of motion. 0 motil- 
ity 7. 

motion e 7. 1 the act or process of moving or ol 
changing position. 2 a particular manner of mov 
ing the body in walking etc. 3 a gesture. 4 a formal 
proposal put to a committee, legislature, etc. 3 Lav 
an application for a rule or order of court. 6 Bri. 
a an evacuation of the bowels. b (in sig. or pl 
faeces. @v. 1 ¢ direct (a person) by a sign or gesture, 
2 intr, make a gesture directing (motioned to me lo 
leave). Q go through the motions 1! do something 
perfunctorily or superficially. 2 simulate an action 
by gestures. in motion moving; not at rest. put (o1 
set) in motion set going or working, [from Latin 
motio| O motionless «d). 


motion picture 7. (often, with hyphen, aitrib) 
= FILM 7. 3. 

motion sickness 7. nausea induced by motion. 

motivate v./7. 1 supply a motive to; be the motive of. 
2 cause (a person) to act in a particular way. 3 stimu- 
late the interest of (a person in an_ activity). 
0 motivation 7. motivational ad}. motivator 7. 

motive e 7. 1 a factor that induces a person to act 
in a particular way. 2 a motif in art, literature, or 
music, @ ad. 1 tending to initiate movement. 2 con- 
cerned with movement. [from Late Latin motivus 
‘motive, moving’| 0 motiveless ad). 

motive power n. a moving or impelling power. 

mot juste / zhoost/ n.( pl. mots Justes pronunc. same) 
the most appropriate expression. [French] 

motley e@ adj. (motlier, motliest) 1 diversified in 
colour. 2 of varied character (a motley crew). @ n. hist. 
the particoloured costume of a jester. [Middle Eng- 
lish] 

motocross 2. cross-country racing on motorcycles. 
[> MOTORCYCLE 

motor e 7. 1 a thing that imparts motion. 2 a 
machine supplying motive power for a vehicle etc. 
or for some other device with moving parts. 3 Bril. 


MOTORCYCLE 
One of the carliest attempts at creating a 
motorized bicycle, the Michaeux-Perreaux 


velocipede, was produced in France in 1869. 


A similar model was made at the same time 
by S. H. Roper in America. Both prototypes 
combined a wooden-framed bicycle and a 


FEATURES OF A YAMAHA 
XV920 MOVORCYCLE 


speedome fa) 


headlamp - 


indicator light 


| front 
suspension 


| front brake EX 
disc 


f 


! box -section 
frame 


, TYPES OF MOTORCYCLE 


RACING 
MOTORCYCLE 


SPORT Solin 


fuel tanh 


JSive-speed \ exhaust / 


motorman 


= Motor Car. 4 (atirih.) a giving, imparting, or pro- 
ducing motion. b driven by a motor (nolor mower). 
ec of or for motor vehicles. d -Ana/. relating to 
muscular movement or the nerves activating it. 
[> PERIPHERAL NERVOUS SYSTEM. @ v.inin, & tr, go or (Brit.) 
convey in a motor vehicle. [Latin, literally “mover’] 

motorbike n. co//og. = Movorcyci. 

motor boat 7. a motor-driven boat. 

motorcade n. a procession of motor vehicles. 

motor car see ck |. 

motor caravan 7. a yan equipped with beds, cook- 
ing facilities, etc., hke a caravan, 

motor coach 7. 1 = co\cu 7. |. 2 a railway passen- 
ger carriage with its own motor. 

motorcycle 7. W a two-wheeled motor-driven 
road vehicle without pedal propulsion, > orr-koan. 

oO motorcycling 7, motorcyclist 7. 

motorhome 7. esp. .V. Amer. a large motor vehicle 
equipped as a self-contained home. 


motorist 7. the driver of a car. 

motorize v./7. (also -ise) 1 equip with motor trans- 
port. 2 provide with a motor. 

motorman 7. (//. -men) the driver of an uncer- 
ground train, tram, etc. 


small steam engine. Modern machines are 
infinitely more sophisticated, with internal- 
combustion engines ranging in size from 50) 
to over 1,000 cc. Designs are tailored to suit 
a wide range of uses, from competitive 
racing to touring and everyday use. 
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MOTOCROSS 
MOTORCYCLE 


motor nerve 


MOTOR RACING 


Motor racing involves many different types 
of four and two-wheeled vehicles competing 
on specially prepared tracks. Motor racing 
on four wheels includes Formula 1, Indycar 
racing, rally driving, drag racing, and kart- 
ing. In Formula | racing, drivers compete 


for points in a series of Grand Prix races on 
closed-circuit tracks.around the world. Indy- 
cars are similar to Formula | models, but 
racing takes place on large oval tracks and 
twisting road circuits mainly in the United 
States of America. 
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motor nerve 7. a nerve carrying impulses from the 
brain or spinal cor to a muscle 

motor neurone disease 1. \/ed. a progressiv« 
disease involving degeneration of the motor neur- 
ones ancl wasting of the muscles 

motor racing 7. A the racing of motorized ye- 
hicles, esp. cars, as a sport. 
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motor vehicle 7. a road vehicle powered by an 
internal-combustion enginc 

motorway 7. Bri. a main road with separate 
carrlageways and limited access, specially con- 
structed and controlled for fast motor traffic 

motor yacht 7. a motor-driven yacht. & woal 

Motown n. music with rhythm-and-blues and soul 


moulder 


Motown, proprietary name of a record label 
(Motown 1.e. Motor Town = Detroit)| 

motte 7. a mound forming the site of a castle, 
camp, etc. > sary. [from Old French mozre, related 
to Moat] fe 

mottle e 7! (esp. as mottled adj.) mark with spots 
or smears of colour. e 7. 1 an irregular arrange- 
ment of spots or patches of colour. 2 any of these 
spots or patches. 

motto 7. (pl. -oes or -os) 1 a maxim adopted as a 
rule of conduct. 2 a phrase or sentence accom- 
panying a coat of arms. 3 a sentence inscribed on 
some object and expressing an appropriate senti- 
ment. 4 verses etc. in a paper cracker. 5 a quota- 
tion prefixed to a book or chapter. 6 Mus. a 
recurrent phrase having some symbolical signifi- 
cance. [Italian] 

mouflon /moof-lon/ n. (also moufflon) a wild 
mountain sheep, Ovis onentalis, of S. Europe. 
| French] 

mould! ((°S mold, @ 7. 1 a hollow container into 
which molten metal ete. is poured or soft material 
is pressed to harden into a required shape. 2 a a 
hollow vessel used to give shape to puddings etc. 
b a pudding etc. made in this way. 3 a form or 
shape. 4 a frame or template for producing mould- 
ings. 5 character or disposition (in heroic mould) 
@ vf 1 make in a required shape or from certain 
ingredients (‘was moulded out of clay). 2 give a shape 
to. 3 influence the formation or development of 
(consultation helps to mould policies). 4 (esp. of clothing) 
fit closely to (the gloves moulded his hands). {Middle 
English] 0 moulder 7. 

mould? 7. (US mold) a furry growth of minute 
fung] occurring esp. In moist warm conditions. 
CD FUNGUS 

mould? 7. (US mold) 1 esp. Bril. loose earth. 2 the 
upper soil of cultivated land, esp. when rich in 
organic matter. [Old English, related to mea1.?] 

mould-board 2. the board in a plough that turns 
over the furrow-slice.. 

moulder «ini (C'S molder) 1 decay to dust. 2 (foll. 
by away) rot or crumble. 3 deteriorate. [perhaps 
from but cf. Norwegian dialect muldra 


MOL Ls. 


motor scooter see scoortr 7. 2. elements, associated with Detrow. [from Tamla ‘crumble’ | 
— —— — — a = = — ——— * _——— 
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' : avan Range 
vuckle upwards. A few are volcanoes, which ; 
often form along plate boundaries, and are 
muilt up by successive eruptions of lava and a Central Nez 
debris. Others are block mountains. formed ’ : - ~ ia. Guinea Rang 
when a block of land is uplifted between two - ial ye 
- : : eee 2 
| faults as a result of compression or tension Cutan ‘ - 
Nie ; chlands - , eh / tl Ay 
in the Earth’s crust. Highland re, as ry Direvding 
: \ —* ‘ ange 
Indes _~— “foes \ c : : ii 
MOUNTAIN RANGES OF THE WORLD 7 cece Ethiopian 
pas ee ae i Transantarctr Drakensh Highlands 
fighlands whlanas Mf 
. SLOURLA 
MAIN MOUNTAIN TYPES - = 
sie artive eae extinet block uplified to 
| layers of rock buckled layers of rock buch TOICanO leano form mountain q / 
fo form synetir | led ta form anticline Pi Hero 
: : a 
compression £ _ =~ eistiiiemess 
a = Y ule 
: ; - - | — ees ’ = 
rOLD vent VOLCANIC layers of lava faull UPLIVTED BLOCK- block forced 


MOUNTAINS 


MOUNTAINS and ash 


FAULT MOUNTAINS down 


moulding 


moulding 1. (US molding) 1 a an ornamentally 
shaped outline as an architectural feature. b a strip 
of material in wood or stone ete. for use as mould- 
ing. 2 similar material in wood or plastic etc. used 
for other decorative purposes, e.g, in picture fram- 
ing. 
mouldy ad. (US moldy) (-ier, -iest) 1 covered 
with mould. 2 stale; out of date. 3 collog. (as a 
general term of disparagement) dull, miserable, 
boring. 
moult (US molt) @ v 1 ini: shed feathers, hair, a 
shell, skin, etc., in the process of renewing plum- 
age, acquiring a new growth, etc. 2 é& shed (fea- 
thers, hair, etc.). @ 7. “the act or an instance of 
moulting (is in moult once a year). [from Latin mutare 
‘to change’ | 
mound e 7. 1 a raised mass of earth, stones, or 
other compacted material. 2 a heap or pile. 3 a 
hillock. 4 Baseball a slight elevation on which the 
pitcher stands. @ wi 1 heap up in a mound or 
mounds. 2 enclose with mounds. [16th-century 
coinage, originally in sense ‘hedge or fence’: origin 
unknown| 
mount'e z. 1 # ascend or climb. 2 / a get up on (an 
animal) to ride it. b set (a person) on horseback. 
¢ provide (a person) with a horse. d (as mounted 
adj.) serving on horseback (mounted police). 3 tr. go up 
or climb on to (a raised surface). 4 mir a move 
upwards. b increase, accumulate. c (of a feeling) 
become stronger or more intense (excitement was 
mounting). d (of the blood) rise into the cheeks. 
5 t (of a male animal) get on to (a female) to copu- 
late. 6 ix place (an object) on an elevated support. 
7 tr. a set in or attach to a backing, setting, or other 
support. b attach (a picture etc.) to a mount or 
frame. ¢ fix (an object for viewing) on a microscope 
slide. 8 f& a arrange (a play, exhibition, etc.) or 
present for public view or display. b take action to 
initiate (a programme, campaign, etc.). 9 : prepare 
(specimens) for preservation. 10 #; bring i into readi- 
ness for operation. @ n. 1 a backing or sctting on 
which a photograph, work of art, gem, etc. is set for 
display-2 a support for a gun, camera, ete. 3 a glass 
microscope slide for securing a specimen etc. to be 
viewed. 4 a stamp hinge. 5 a a horse available for 
riding. b an opportunity to ride a horse. G mount 
guard perform the duty of guarding; take up sen- 
try duty. [from Latin, related to mounr?] o mount- 
able adj. 
mount? 7. archaic (except before a name): mountain, 
hill (Afount Everest, Mount of Olives). [from Latin mons 
montis ‘Mountain | 
mountain 7. 1 <a large natural elevation of the 
Earth’s surface rising abruptly from the surround- 
ing level. 2 a large heap or pile: a huge quantity (a 
mountain of work). 3a large surplus stock (butter moun- 
lain). O make a mountain out of a molehill sec 
MOLCHILL. Move mountains | achieve spectacular 
results. 2 make every possible effort. [from Laun 
mons montis| 
mountain 
ash ». 1 < 
a tree. Sorbus 
aucuparia, with 
delicate pinnate 
leaves and scar- 
let berries, 2 any 
of several Australian 
eucalypts. 
mountain bike 7. a |i- 
evele with a light sturdy 
frame, broad deep-treaded 
tyres, and multiple gears, 
originally designed for nding 
on mountainous terrain. ce 


MOUNTAIN ASH 
Sorbus aucuparta) 


BICYCLI 

mountain chain »). a connected series of moun- 
tains. 

mountaineer e 7. 1 a person skilled in mountain 
climbing. 2 a person living in an area of high 
mountains. @ vif: climb mountaims as a sport. 
0 mountaineering /. 


mountain goat 7. la 
goat which lives on 


mountains, _ proverbial 

for agility. 2 (in full Rocky ¥% 
Mountain goat) ® a white yoat- 
like animal, Oreamnos americanus, of i 
mountains in western N. America. " 


mountain lion 7. a puma. 

mountainous adj. 1 hav- 
ing many mountains. 
2 huge. 

mountain range 7. a line 
of mountains connected 
by high ground. 

mountain sickness 7. a sickness caused by 
breathing the rarefied air at great heights. 

mountainside 7. the slope of a mountain below 
the summit. 

mountebank 7. 1 a swindler: a charlatan. 2 a 
clown. [from Italian montambanco, from monta in 
banco, literally ‘climb on bench’} 

Mountie 2. collog. a member of the Royal Can- 
adian Mounted Police. 

mounting 7. 1 = moun 'n. 1. 2 in senses of mount’ z. 

mounting block 7. a block of stone placed to help 
a rider mount a horse. 

mourn 2. 1 ¢. & (foll. by for) intr. feel or show deep 
sorrow or regret for (a dead person, a past event, 
etc.). 2 ini. show conventional signs of grief after a 
person’s death. [Old English] 

mourner 7. a person who mourns, esp. at a funeral. 

mournful adj. 1 doleful, sad, sorrowing. 2 express- 
ing or suggestive of mourning. O mournfully adv. 
mournfulness 1. 

mourning 7. 1 the expression of deep sorrow, esp. 
for a dead person, by the wearing of solemn dress. 
2 the clothes worn in mourning, 

mouse e 7. (//. mice; 1 a any of various small 
rodents esp. of the family Muridae, usu. having a 
poinfed snout and relatively large ears and oves. 
D> ropent. b any similar small mammal, such as a 
shrew or vole. 2 a mid or fecble person. 3 (pi. also 
mouses) Computing ¥ a small hand-held device 
which controls the cursor on a VDU screen. 
D> COMPLIER. @ Uluit (esp. of a cat, owl, etc.) hunt for 


4 


or catch mice. [Old English] 0 mouselike ad. & 


adv. pouser Nn. 

mouse deer 7. a cheyrotain. 

mousetrap 7. 1 a sprung trap with bait for catch- 
ing and usu. killing mice. 2 (often a/irib.) Brit. cheese 
of poor quality. 

mousey var. of mousy, 


MOUSE 


A mouse provides a means of pointing to 
items on a computer screen. The mouse is 
moved around on a flat surface unul the 
cursor is in the desired position. By click- 

| ing a button, a signal is sent to the 

| computer via the processor. 


vertical roller 


button rol tracking ball 


horizontal 
roller 


process ing 
cUcUuur) 


GU TAWAY V PEW 1 .\ 


COMPU TER MOUSE 


MOUNTAIN GOAT: 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOAT 
(Oreamnos americanus) 


movable-doh 


» moussaka /moo-sah-ké/ n. a Greek 
r dish of minced meat, aubergine, etc. with 
a cheese sauce. [modern Greek or Turkish] 
mousse /mooss/ 7. 1 aa dessert of whipped 
cream, eggs, etc., usu. flavoured with fruit 
or chocolate. b a meat or fish purée made 
with whipped cream etc. 2 a preparation 
applied to the hair to enable styling. 
[Erench, literally ‘moss, froth’] 
mousseline /mooss-leen/ n. 1 a muslin- 
like fabric of silk etc. 2 aa soft light mousse. 
b hollandaise sauce made frothy with 
whipped cream or egg white. [French, 
related to musty] 
moustache /miis-tahsh/ 7. (US mustache) 1 hair 
left to grow above a man’s upper lip. 2 a similar 
growth round the mouth of some animals. {from 
Greek mustax] 0 moustached ad). 
mousy 2d). (also mousey) (mousier, mousiest) 
1 of or like a mouse. 2 (of a person) shy or timid; 
ineffectual. 3 of a Ae shade of light 
brown, mid brown, or grey. 0: mousily adv. mousi- 
ness 7. 
mouth e 7. /mowth/ (/. mouths) 1 a an external 
opening in the head, through which most animals 
admit food and emit communicative sounds. 
> picestion. b (in humans and some animals) the 
cavity behind it containing the means of biting and 
chewing and the vocal organs. 2 a the opening of a 
container, cave, trumpet, etc. b the muzzle of a 
gun. 3 the place where a river enters the sea. 
D> river. € collog. a talkativeness. b impudent talk; 
cheek. @ 2. /mowth/ 1 & G intr. utter or speak with 
affectations (mouthing platitudes). 2 i utter very 
distinctly. 3 intr a move the lips silently. b grimace. 
4 tr, say (words) with movement of the mouth but 
no sound. d keep one’s mouth shut col/og. not 
reveal a secret. put words into a person’s 
mouth represent a person as having said some- 
thing in a particular way. take the words out of 
a person’s mouth say what another was about to 
say. [Old English] 0 mouthed ad. (also in comd,). 
mouthbrooder 7. ¥ a fish 
which protects its eggs (and 
sometimes its young) Joh 
by carrying them in 
its mouth. 
rare 
(pl. -fuls) 
1 a quantity, 
esp. of food, that 
hills the mouth. 2a 
small quantity. 3a 
long or compli- 
cated word or phrase. 


young 


MOUTHBROODER: BANDLD 
YELLOW MOUTIIBROODER 


‘Haplochromis species) 


mouth organ 7. = HARMONICA. 

mouthpart 7. any of the (usu. paired) organs 
surrounding the mouth of an insect or other 
arthropod and adapted for feeding. 

mouthpiece 7. 1 a the part of a musical instru- 
ment placed between or against the lips. > Brass. 
b the part of a telephone for speaking into. 2 a 
person who speaks for another or others. 
mouth-to-mouth «dj. (of resuscitation) in which a 
person breathes into a subject's lungs through the 
mouth, 

mouthwash n. a liquid anuseptic etc. for rinsing 
the mouth or gargling. 

mouth-watering ad). 1 (of food etc.) having a dehi- 
cious smell or appearance. 2 tempung, alluring, 
mouthy adj. collog. inclined to talk a lot, esp. in an 
impudent way. 

movable (also moveable @ ad. 1 that can be 
moved. 2 .of a feast or festival) variable in date 
from year to year. @ 2. 1 an article of furniture that 
may be removed from a house, as distinct from a 
fixture, 2 (in pl.) personal property. O movability n. 
movable-doh aiirih.adj. designating a system ol 
sight-singinge m which doh is the keynote of any 
mayor scale icf rintb-pon 


M 


movable feast 


MRI 


Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) 1s a 
medical diagnostic technique that 
provides high-quality cross-sectional or 
three-dimensional images of body struc- 
tures and organs. During imaging, the 
patient hes inside a magnetic chamber, 
which causes the nuclei of hydrogen 
atoms in the body to line up. A pulse of 
radio waves is released, throwing the 

| atoms out of alignment. .As 
they realign, the 
atoms osculate 
ancl resonate. 
The resonance 
is detected and 
analyzed by a 
computer to 
create an 
inage. 


CU PAWAY VILW Ol 
VN ENTREES NNN AER: 
IN OPLRALION 


movable feast 7. 1 a religious festival that occurs 
on a different date each year. 2 an event which 
takes place at no regular time. 
move @ ¢. 1 int. Sf. change one’s position or pos- 
ture. or cause to do this. 2 t, & int, put or keep in 
mouon. 3 a int, make aimove ina board game. b @ 
change the posiuon of .a piece: in a board game. 
4 int: (often toll, by about, awar, etc. go from place 
to place. 3 intr. take acuon (moved to reduce unemploy 
ment. 6 alr make progress (the project is moving fast) 
7 #. (also absol.) change yone’s place of residence or 
work). 8 int: toll. by in) be socially active in vores in 
the best circles). 9 tr. affect ya person: with emotion. 
10 #. (foll. by (oj provoke ya person to laughter ete.) 
11 ¢ (toll. by fo, or fo + infin.) prompt or incline .a 
12 tr. & intr (cause to) 
change in opinion (nathing can move me on this ivsue 
13 a # cause ithe bowels, to be evacuated. b intr; (ol 
the bowels) be evacuated. 14 é (often toll. by that + 
clause) propose in a meeting etc. 15 dr (loll. by for) 
make a formal request or application. 16 a intr ,ol 
merchanclise: be sold. bf sell, @ x. 1 the act or an 
instance of moving, 2 a change of house, premises, 
etc. 3a initiative. 4a the changing of the position 
of a piece tna board game. b a player's turn to do 
this. 0 get a move on co//og. Y hurry up. 2 make a 
start. make a move take action. move along (01 
on: change to a new position, esp. to avoid crowd- 
ing el. move away vo to live in another area. 
move in I take Possession of a new house etc, 
2 get into a position of mfuence ete, 3 (often fol. 
by on. vet into a position of readiness or proximity 
tfor an offensive action etc.). move in with start to 
share accommodation with. move mountains 
i\tN. Move out change one’s place of 1esi- 
dence. move over (or up; adjust one’s position to 
make room for another. on the move 1 progrcss- 
ing. 2 moving about. [from Latin more] O mover n. 


person to a feeling or action 


Sec MON 


moveable var ol yo vai 

movement v. 1 the act oran instance of moving oF 
heme moved. 2 the moving parts of a mechanism 
esp. a clock or watch . 3a a body of persons with 
acommon object tthe peace movements, Ba uMpaign 

uch a body. 4 :usu. in pl, a person's 

aclivities and whereabouts. 5A. a principal civ- 

Ision ol the 

howels. 7 a vise or fallin prices on the stock market 


undertaken by 
a donger musical work 6 tnoton ol 


movie 77.c0/log. Lesp..\ 
2 US .acinema 


fie. a mouon-picture fil 


- back muscles 


spinal 
cord 


spine 
~ spleen 


aorla 


MRI SGAN (SECTION 


ix THROUGH \ HUMAN 
TORSO) 


- body ‘slice’ 
being 
imaged 


> 


Wi 


a frequency 
—~ magnetic coil 


large, superconducting electromagnet 


movie theatre 7. (also movie house) esp..\. Amer. 
a cimemia, 

moving ad). 1 that moves or causes to move. 2 affect- 
ing with emotion. GO movingly adz. (in sense 2). 

moving pavement 7. Bri/, a structure like a con- 
veyor belt for pedestrians. 

mow 2?!” (pas! part. mowed or mown) | cut down 
(grass, hay, etc.) with a scythe or machine. 2 cut 
down the produce of (a field) or the grass etc. of (a 
lawn) by mowing. OG mow down kill or destroy 
randomly or in great numbers. {Old English] 
0 mower . 

mozzarella /mvot-si-rel-i/ n. an Itahlan curd 
cheese originally of buffalo milk. [Italian] 

MP aii. 1 Member of Parliament, 2 a military 
police. b military policeman. 

mp abbr. mezzo piano. 

m.p.g. abby. miles per gallon. 

m.p-h. abd). miles per hour. 

M.Phil. eb). Master of Philosophy. 

MPV «ir. multi-purpose vehicle; = pLopie CARRIR. 

MRI ah). A magnetic resonance imaging, 

Mr /mis-tcr/ 7. (pl. Messrs /mess-erz/) 1 the 
ude of a man without a higher or honorific or 
professional utle (Wr Jones), 2 a ude prefixed to a 
designation of office etc. (Afr President). 

mRNA «hb). Biol. messenger RNA. 

Mrs /miss-iz/ n. (pl. same or Mesdames /may- 
dahm/) the utle of a married woman without a 
higher or honorific or professional ttle (Vrs Jones) 

MS a/b 1 manuscript. 2 multiple sclerosis. 

Ms /miz, miiz/ n. the ute of a woman without a 
higher or honorific or professional title, used re- 
gardless of marital status. [combination of Mrs and 
\tiss?| 

M.Se. abi. Master of Science. 

MS-DOS /oim-ess-doss/ whbr Computing prop: Micro- 
solt disk operating system. 

MSS ab, manuscripts. 

Mt. ahh. Mount. 

M.Tech. «hh, Master of Technology. 

mu 7. 1 the twelfth letter of the Greek alphabet (M, 
Ho. 2 (Ly as a symbols = ancro- 2, [Greck] 

much more, most, @ ¢/e!. cxistitg or Occurring in 
a great quantity (of much rain}. @ pron, 1 a great 
quantity (much of that ix true). 2 (usu. in neg.) a nole- 
worthy or outstanding example (nol much of a part). 


muddle 


e@ adv. 1 a in a great degree (1s much the same). 
b greatly (they much regret the mistake). 2 tor a large 
part of one’s time (nol here much). 0 as much the 
extent or quantity just specified (J thought as much). 
a bit much collog. somewhat excessive. make 
much of see maker. much as‘even though (much as 
1 would hike to). much less see tess. not much in it 
little difference between things being compared. 
too much ¢ollog. intolerable (that really is too much). 
too much for 1 more than a match for. 2 beyond 
what is endurable by. [Middle English] o muchly 
ado. joc. 

muchness 7.0 much of a muchness very nearly 
the same or alike, 

much obliged sce ostice. 

mucilage 7. a viscous solution obtained from plants. 
[from Late Latin mucilago ‘musty juice’) 0 muci- 
laginous adj. 

muck e 7). | farmyard manure. 2 collog. dirt or filth; 
anything disgusting. 3 collog. a mess. @ vir 1 (usu. 
foll. by up) collog. bungle (a job), spoil, ruin. 2 (foll. 
by out) remove muck from. 3 make dirty or untidy. 
4 manure with muck. 0D make a muck of collog. 
bungle. muck about (or around) Brit. collog. 
1 potter or fool about. 2 (foll. by zezh) fool or inter- 
fere with. muck in (often loll. by wzh) Brit. share 
tasks etc. equally. [Micldle English] 

mucker n. slang Brit. a friend or companion. 

muckle var. of ti KL. 

muckrake w.in/y. search out and reveal scandal, esp. 
among famous people. 0 muckraking 7. 

muck-spreader 7. ¥ a machine for spreading 
manure on fields. O muck-spreading 7. 


MUCK-SPREADER 


mucky adj. (muckier, muckiest) 1 covered with 
muck. 2 dirty. 

mucosa 7. (/)/. mucosae /-see/) a mucous mem- 
brane. [modern Latin fem. of mucosus ‘mucous’ | 

mucous adj. of or covered with mucus. 

mucous membrane #7. an epitliclial tissue lining 
many body cavities and tubular organs and secret- 
ing mucus. 

mucus #). 1 a slimy substance secreted by a mucous 
membrane or gland. 2 a gummy substance found 
in plants. [Latin] 

mud 7. 1 wet soft carthy matter. 2 hard ground from 
the drying of an area of this. a fling (or sling or 
throw) mud speak disparagingly or slanderously. 
one’s name is mud one is unpopular or in 
disgrace. [Middle English] 

mudbank 7, a bank of mud on the bed of a river 
or the bottom of the sea. 

mudbath ». 1 a bath in the mud of mineral springs, 
esp. to relieve rheumatism etc. 2 a muddy scene or 
occasion, 

mudbrick 1. a brick made from baked mud. 

muddle e 2/7 1 (often foll. by up, fogether) bring into 
disorder. 2 bewilder, confuse. 3 mismanage (an af- 
fair). @ 7. 1 disorder. 2a muddled condition. co make 
a muddle of 1 bring into disorder. 2 bunele. 
muddle along (or on) progress in a haphazard 
way. muddle through succeed despite one’s inef- 
ficiency. muddle up confuse (two or more things). 
Oo muddler ». 


muddle-headed 


muddle-headed ad). stupid, confused. o muddle- 
headedness n. 

muddy e «7. (muddier, muddiest) 1 like mud. 
2 covered in or full of mud. 3 (of liquid) turbid. 
4 mentally confused. 5 obscure. 6 (of light) dull, 
7 (of colour) impure. @ z.f: (-ies, -ied) make muddy. 
Oo muddily ady. 

mudflap 7. ¥ a flap hanging behind the wheel of a 
vehicle, to repel mud etc. thrown up from the road. 


mudflat 7. a stretch of 


muddy land left un- 
covered at low tide. 
mudflow n. 1 a fluid or 
hardened stream or ava- 
lanche of mud. 2 the 
flow or motion of such 
a stream. 
mudguard 7. a curved 
strip or cover over a 
wheel of a bicycle or 
motorcycle to reduce 
the amount of mud etc. 
thrown up from the road, 
mud pack 7. a cosmetic paste 
applied thickly to the face. 
mud pie 7. mud made into a 
pie shape by a child. 
mud-slinger 7. collog. one 
given to making abusive or dis- 
paraging remarks. 6 mud-slinging 7. 
muesli x. (//. mueslis) a breakfast food of crushed 
cereals, dried fruits, nuts, etc., eaten with milk. 
[Swiss German] 


- mudflap 


MUDFLAP ON AN 
ALL-TERRAIN 
VEHICLE 


muezzin /moo-ez-in/ n. a Muslim crier who pro- 
claims the hours of prayer. [based on Arabic mu 
‘addana ‘to proclaim’ | 


muff! 7. a fur or other covering, usu. in the form of 


a tube in which the hands are inserted for warmth. 
[from medieval Laun muf/(ujla| 

muff? e vt, 1 bunele. 2 fail to catch or receive (a 
ball etc.). @ 7. 1 esp. Brit. a person who is awkward 
or stupid, originally in some athletic sport. 2 a 
failure. [19th-century coinage] 

muffin 7. 1 Bri. acircular spongy cake made 
from yeast dough and eaten toasted and 
buttered. 2 \V. Amer a small spongy cake 
made with eggs and baking powder. 
[18th-century coinage] 

muffle v.¢7 1 (often foll. by up) wrap 
or cover for warmth. 2 cover or wrap 
up (a source of sound) to reduce its 
loudness. 3 (usu. as muffled adj.) stifle 
(an utterance). 4 prevent from 
[Middle English| 

muffler 7. 1 a wrap or scarf worn for warmth. 
2 any of various devices used to deaden sound in 
musical instruments. 3.4. Amer the silencer of a 
motor vehicle. 


speaking. 


mufti 7. plain clothes worn by a person who also 
wears (esp. military) uniform (7 mufii). [19th- 
century coinage] 

mug'e 7. 1 aa drinking vessel, usu. cylindrical and 
with a handle and used without a saucer, b its con- 
tents. 2 slang the face or mouth of a person. 3 Bri. 
slang a a simpleton. b a gullible person. e@ vf; (mug- 
ged, mugging) I rob (a person) with violence, esp. 
in a public place. 2 fight, thrash. 0 mugger /. (esp. 
in sense | of z). mugging 7. (in sense | of | 

mug? w./7, (mugged. mugging) (usu. foll. by up o1 
up on) Brit. slang learn (a subject) by concentrated 
study. [19th-century coinage] 

muggins 7. (//. same or mugginses) Bri/. 1 collog 
a simpleton. 2 a person who is easily outwitted 
(often with allusion to oneself: so muggins had to pay) 

muggy dj. \muggier. muggiest) (of the weather. 
a day, ctc.) oppressively damp and warm; humid. 
[based on Old Norse mugga “mist, drizzle’| 0 mug- 
giness /. 

mugshot 7. sang a photograph of a face, esp. for 
official purposes 


mugwort 7. any of various plants of the genus 
Artemisia, esp. A. vulgaris, with silver-grey aromatic 
foliage. [Old English] 

Muhammadan 7. © adj. (also Mohammedan) 
offens. = Musum. [from Muhammad, Arabian prophet, 
(570-632) o Muhammadanism 7. 


w Usage The term .\duhammadan is not used or 
favoured by Muslims, and is often regarded as 
offensive. 


mujahedin /muvu-jah-hi-deen/ ».p/. (also muja- 
hidin, mujahideen) guerrilla fighters in Islamic 
countries, esp. supporting Islamic fundamentalism. 
[from Persian & Arabic mujahidin, literally ‘people 
who fight a jihad’ 

mulatto 1. (~/. -os or -oes) a person of mixed 
white and black parentage. [from Spanish mu- 
lato ‘young mule, mulatto’} 

mulberry e 7. (/. -ies) 1 (also 
mulberry tree or bush) » 
any deciduous tree of the 
genus .Vforus, grown esp. 
for feeding silkworms, or 
its fruit. 2 the dark red 
or white berry of sucha 7 
tree. 3.a dark red or pur- 
ple colour. @ adj. of this 
colour. [from Latin morum 
‘mulberry’ + Berry | 


fruit — 


MULBERRY: 
BLACK MULBLRRY 
(Morus nigra) 
mulch e 7. 4 mixture of wet 
straw, leaves, etc., spread around or over a plant to 
enrich or insulate the soil. @ vf: treat with mulch. 
mulct e vf 1 extract money from by 
fine or taxation. 2 a (often foll. by of 
swindle. b obtain by swindling. @ 7. a 
fine. [from Latin multa, mulcta ‘a tine ’| 
mule! pn. 1 > the offspring of a male 
donkey and a female horse, or (in 
general use) of a female donkey 
and a,male horse. 2 a stupid or 
obstinate person. [from Latin 
mulus mula| 
mule? x. ¥ a light shoe or slipper 
without a back. {French, literally “slipper’] 
mule® 
muleteer 7. a mule driver. 
mulish ad. 1 like a mule. 
2 stubborn. 0 mulishly ad: 
mulishness » 
mull’ oi & intr 
(often foll. by 
ponder or 
sider. 


var. of MIMI. 


ove? 
con- 


mull? »/;, (esp. as mulled 
MULES: 19TH- adj.) warm (wine or beer) 
RNAR OT RATIER with added one ete 


[1 7th-century comage] 
mull? x. 5 


MULES 

a promon- 
tory. |Middle English] 

mull? 7, a thin soft plain muslin, [from Hindi 
malmal] 

mullah 7. a Muslim learned in Islainic theology 
and sacred law. [from Arabic maz/ld| 

mullein /mul-in/ 7.» any herbaceous plant of 
the genus Jerbascum, with woolly leaves and 
yellow flowers. [from Old French moleine] 

mullet 7. a fish of the family Mullidae or (esp. 
US) the family Mugilidae. [from Greek mollos 
‘red mullet’| 

mulligatawny 7. a highly seasoned soup 
originally from India. [from Tamil milagutan- 
nu “pepper-water | 

mullion 2. (also munnion) a vertical bai 
dividing the lights in a window. & window, 

o mullioned ad). 

multi- comb. form many; more 
[from Latin mudtus ‘much, many | 

multi-access 1. (often a/trb.: the 
taneous connection to a computer of 

of terminals. 


than one 


simul- 


number 


MULLEIN: 
NEBIBIEIATES 


( berbascum nigrum) 


multipliable 


multichannel adj. employing or possessing many 
communication or television channels. 

multicolour adj. (also multicoloured) 
-color, -colored) of many colours. 

multicultural adj. of, relating to or constituting 
several cultural groups. O multiculturalism 2. 
multiculturalist 7. G adj. multiculturally ado, 

multidimensional adj. of or involving more than 
three dimensions. 0 multidimensionality 2. 

multidirectional ad. of, involving, or operating in 
several directions. 

multifaceted adj. having many facets or aspects. 
D FACET 

multifarious adj. 1 (foll. by pl. noun) many and 
various. 2 having great variety. [from Latin multifar- 
ius] 0 multifariousness 2. 

multiform adj, 1 having many forms. 2 of 

many kinds. 

multifunctional adj. (also multi- 

function) haying or fulfilling 

several functions. 

multigrade 2. (usu. aifrib.) an engine 

oil etc. meeting the requirements of several stan- 

dard grades. 
multigym /. an apparatus on which a number 
of exercises can be performed. 
multihull e adj. having more than one hull. e 7. 
a multihull boat. 

multilateral ad. 1 (of an agreement etc.) in 

which three or more parties participate. 2 having 

many sides. 0 multilateralism n. multilateral- 

ist 7. @ adj. multilaterally adv. 


(HERS 


multilingual adj. in or using several languages. 


O multilingualism n. multilingually ad. 


multimedia e@ ailirih.adj. (of art, education, etc.) 


using more than one medium of expression, 
communication, etc. @ 7. an extension of hypertext 
allowing the provision of aucho and video material 
cross-referenced to a computer text. 
multimillion —afir.ad). 
costing or involving sev- 
eral milion (pounds, 
dollars, etc.). 
multimillionaire 
n. a person with a 
fortune of several 
millions. 
multinational 
e adj. 1 (of a busi- 
ness organization) 
operating in several 
countries, 2 relat- 
ing to or including 
several nationalities. 
e 7. a multinational company. 0 multinationally 
adv. 


multi-party attrih.adj. of or involving several esp. 


political parties. 
multiple e@ ad. 1 having several or many parts, 
elements, or individual components. 2 (foll. by 
pl. noun) many and various. @ n. a number that 
may be divided by another a certain number of 
umes without a remainder (56 ts a multiple of 7 
[from Late Latin mu/tiplus| 0 multiply ad: 
multiple-choice adj. (of a question in an 
examination) accompanied by several possi- 
ble answers from which the correct one has 
to be chosen. 
multiple sclerosis see s«i.rosis 2 
multiple shop ». (also multiple store) Br. 
a shop or store with branches in several places 
multiplex e ad. 1 manifold; of many elem- 
ents. 2 involving simultaneous transmission of 
several messages along a single channel of 
communication. 3 of or relating to a single-site 
complex of two or more cinemas. @ 7. 1a multi- 
plex system or signal. 2 a multiplex cinema. 
® «fr Incorporate into a Multiplex signal o1 
system. [Latin] G multiplexer 
multiplexor). multiplexing 7: 
multipliable ad. that can be multiplied 


use 


DARK 


multiplicand 


multiplicand 7. a quantity to be multiplied by a 
multiplier. [from medieval Latin mulluplicandus ‘to 
be muluphied’] 

multiplication 7, 1 the arithmetical process of 
niultiplying. 2 the act or an instance of muluplying. 
[from Latin multplicatio| O multiplicative ad). 

multiplication sign n. the sign (x) to indicate that 
one quantity is to be multiphed by another. 

multiplication table v7. a list of multiples of a par- 
ucular number, usu. from | to 12, 

multiplicity 7. (//.-ies) 1 manifold varicty. 2 (foll. by 
of) a great number. [from Late Latin multplicitas] 

muldplier 1. a quantity by which a given number 
is multiplied. 

multiply 7. -ies, -ied) 1 / (also abso/.) obtain from 
(a number) another that is a specified number of 
times its value vnulliply 6 by 4 and you gel 24). 2 intr. 
increase in number esp. by procreation. 3 &% pro- 
duce a large number of (instances ctc.). 4 i a breed 
(animals). b propagate (plants). [from Latin multipli 
care] 

multiprocessing 7. Computing processing by a 
number of processors sharmg a common memory 
and common peripherals. a multiprocessor n. 

multiprogramming 1. Computing the execution of 
two or more Independent programs concurrently. 

multi-purpose a, having several purposes. 
multiracial adj. relating to or made up of many 
human races. 0 multiracially ad’. 

multi-storey e «/(rib.adj. (of a building) having sev- 
eral storeys. @ 2. collog. a multi-storey car park. 

multitasking 12. Computing the execution of a 
number of tasks at the same time. O multitask «./r 
& inti. 

multi-track e af/i).adj. relaung to or made by the 
mixing of separately recorded soundtracks. @ 7. a 
multi-track recording. @ 7.0. G ini, record using 
multi-track recording. O multi-tracking 7. 

multitude 7. 1 (often foll. by of) a great number. 
2 a large gathering of people; a crowd. 3 the 
multitude, the common people. [from Latin 
multitudo| 

multitudinous ad). 1 very numerous. 2 consisting 
of many individuals. 0 multitudinously ad. 

multi-user a/i7/.ad). (ol a computer system) having 
a number of simultaneous users. 

multivalent ad. 1 Chem. a having a valency of more 
than two. b having a variable valency, 2 having 
many applications, meanings, or values. O multi- 
valency 7. 

multivariate «dj. 
variable quantitics, 


Statistics myolving two or more 


/MUMMY 
The ancient Egyptians developed a way of 
preserving the bodies of their dead, in the 
behel that this would ensure their eternal 
survival. The liver, lungs, and brain were 

| first removed and stored in special jars. The 
heart, however, was left in place, so that it 


body wrapped 


in linen 


ATU MEMES CH 


“idealized portrat 
of the decvaved 


DAA Na 
EGYPTIAN SARCOPHAGUS 


multivitamin e 7. 2 tablet containing a combin- 
ation of vitamins. @ al/rih. adj. containing a com- 
bination of vitamins. 

mum! n. Brit. collog. mother. 

mum? adj. collog. silent (keep mum), 0 mum’s the 
word say nothing. [Middle English: imitative of 
closed lips] 

mumble e 2. 1 ini, G & speak or utter indisunctly. 
2 tr bite or chew with or as with toothless gums. @ 7. 
an indistinct utterance. [Middle English] & mum- 
bler ». 

mumbo-jumbo 7. (//. -jumbos) 1 meaningless or 
ignorant ritual. 2 language or action intended to 
mystify or confuse. 3 an object of senseless vencr- 
ation, [from .Vfumbo Jumbo, a supposed African idol] 

mummer ?), an actor in a traditional mime. 

mummery 7. (/)/. -ies) 1 ridiculous (esp. religious) 
ceremonial. 2 a performance by mummers. 

mummy’ 7. (/. -ies) Bril. collog. mother. 

mummy?” 7. (//, -ies) 1 ¥ a body of a human being 
or animal embalmed for burial, esp. im ancient 
Eeypt. 2 a dried-up body. [based on Persian mim 
‘wax’ | DO mummify 2/7: (-1es, -1ed). mummifica- 
tion 7. 

mumps 7.//. 1 (treated as sing.) an infectious viral 
discase with swellmg of the paroud salivary 
glands in the face. 2 Brit. a fit of sulks. [related to 
archaic mump “to be sullen’] O mumpish ad). (in 
sense 2). 

mumsy adj. maternal; homely. [jocular variant of 
ATE MINTY , | 

munch 7/7, cat steadily with a marked action of the 
jaws. [Middle English] 

Munchausen’s syndrome /muunsh-ow-zénz/ 

Med. a mental illness in which a person repeat- 

edly feigns severe ness so as to obtain hospital 
treatment. [from Baron .\unchausen, hero of a book 
(1785) by R.E. Raspe] 

munchies #. co/log. 1 snacks or small items of food. 
2 the munchies) a sudden strong desire tor food. 

mundane ad). 1 dull, routine. 2 of this world, 
worldly. [based on Latin mundus “world’| G mun- 
danely adv, mundanity n. (p/. -1es). 

mung ». (ili full mung bean 

> a Icguminous plant of the 
genus Figna, native to India and 
yielding a small bean used as food. 
[from Hind mine| 

municipal adj. of or concerning a 
municipality or its self-government. 
{from Latin muniipalis| 0 municipalize 
zr (also -ise). municipally adv. 


could be judged in the afterlife. The body 
was then covered with natron (a compound 
of sodium carbonate and sodium bicarbon- 
ate) to slop it decaying, packed with dry 
material, and wrapped in bandages. Finally, 
the body was placed in a sarcophagus. 
sarcophagus spells written in 
, hieroglyphic 


canopt jar contaming 
internal urgany of 


dead person 


NEON CHINE! 


MUNG BEANS 


muscle 


municipality n. (//. -ies) 1 a town or district hav- 
ing local government. 2 the governing body of this 
area. 

munificent adj. (of a giver or a gift) splendidly 
generous, bountiful. [based on Latin munus ‘gift’) 
0 munificence 7. munificently ad. 

muniment 7. (usu. in pl.) a document kept as evi- 
dence of rights or privileges etc. [from Latin munz- 
mentum ‘defence’, later ‘title deed’] 

munition 7. (usu. in p/.) military weapons, ammu- 
nition, etc. [from Latin munitio ‘fortification | 

munnion yar. of MULLION. 

muntjac 7. (also muntjak) any small deer of the 
genus Muntiacus native to SE Asia. [local name in 
western Java| 

muon 7. Physics an unstable subatomic particle like 
an electron, but with a much greater mass. [origin- 
ally mu-meson] 

mural e 7. a painting executed directly on a wall. 
@ adj. 1 of or like a wall. 2 on a wall. [from Latin 
muralis| 

murder e 7. 1 the unlawlul killing of a human 
being by another with malice aforethought. 2 collog. 
an unpleasant state of affairs (2! was murder here on 
Saturday). @ v.tr 1 kill (a human being) unlawfully. 
2 Law kill (a human being) unlawfully with malice 
aforethought. 3 collog. a utterly defeat. b spoil by a 
had performance, mispronunciation, etc. 0 ery (or 
scream) blue murder s/amg make an extravagant 
outcry. get away with murder col/og. do what- 
ever one wishes and escape punishment. {from Old 
French murdre| O murderer n. murderess n. 

murderous adj. 1 capable of, intending, or involv- 
ing murder or great harm. 2 collog. extremely ardu- 
ous or unpleasant. 

murk (also mirk) @ 7. 1 darkness, poor visibility. 
2 air obscured by fog etc. @ adj. archaic = Murky. 

murky ad. (also mirky) |-ier, -iest) 1 dark, gloomy. 
2 (of darkness, liquid, etc.) thick, dirty. 3 suspi- 
ciously obscure ( (murky past).O murkily adv, paurki- 
ness i. 

murmur e7. la subdued continuous sound, as 
made by waves, a brook, etc. 2 a softly spoken or 

nearly inaxuculate utterance. 3 Med. a 

recurring sound heard in the ausculta- 
tion of the heart and usu. indicating 
abnofmality. 4 a subdued expression 
of discontent. @ v7. 1 inf make a sub- 
dued continuous sound. 2 é& utter 

(words) in a low voice. 3. dr (usu. foll. by 

at, agains!) complain in low tones, grumble. 

[from Latin murmurare] OQ murmuringly adv, 

murphy 1. ( p/. -ies) s/ang a potato. [from an 
Irish surname] 

Murphy’s Law ». joc, the maxim that anything that 
can go wrong will go wrong. 

murrain #/, 1 an infecuious disease of cattle, carried 
by parasites. 2 archaic a plague, esp. the potato 
blight during the Insh famine in the mid-19th c. 
[Middle English, based on Latin mor ‘to dic’| 

Mus.B. abby (also Mus. Bac., Bachelor of Music. 
[Latin Vusirae Baccalaureus| 

muscadel var. of aise vt. 

muscadine n. a variety of grape with a musk 
flavour. used chiefly in wine-making, 

muscat 7. 1 a sweet fortified white wine made from 
muscadines. 2 a muscadine. [based on Provencal 
muscat muscade ‘musky | 

muscatel 7. (also muscadel 1 = muse:\1. 2 a raisin 
from a muscadine grape. [diminutive of aivscar| 

muscle e ¥. 1 a fibrous tissue with the ability to 
contract, producing movement in or maintaining 
the position of an animal body. 2 the part of an 
animal body that is composed of muscles. & Muscu- 
Lvtre. 3 physical power or strength. @ winir (usu. 
fol. by wv) collog. torce oneself on others: intrude by 
forceful Means. O not move a muscle be 
completely motionless. [from Latin musculus ‘little 
mouse, from the fancied mouselike form of some 
muscles] O musely ad). 


muscle-bound 


MUSCULATURE 


' All human movements depend on muscles, of which there are three 
types: skeletal, smooth, and cardiac. Only skeletal muscle (also known 

| as voluntary muscle) is under our conscious control; the others work 
automatically and are described as involuntary. Smooth muscle is 
found in the digestive system, bladder, and blood vessels, whereas 
cardiac muscle is found only in the heart. Muscles of all three kinds 
have in common the ability to be stretched, to contract, to be excited 
by a stimulus, and to return to their original size and shape. The 
skeletal muscular system consists of about 620 muscles that make up 
over 40 per cent of body weight. 
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ANTERIOR VIEW OF SUPLREICIAL HENAN MUSCTES 


muscle-bound adj. with muscles stifl and inelastic 
through excessive exercise or training. 

muscle-man 7. a man with highly developed 
muscles, esp. one employed as an intumidator. 

Muscovite e 7. 1 a native or citizen of Moscow. 
2 archaic a Russian. @ adj. 1 of or relating to Mos- 
cow, 2 archaic of or relating to Russia. [from Afwy- 
cova ‘Muscovy’ | 

muscovite 77. a silver-grey form of mica. 

Muscovy n. archaic Russia. [from Russian Moskva 
‘Moscow | 

Muscovy duck 7. a tropical American duck, 
Cairina moschata, with red markings on its heacl. 

muscular «ad. 1 of or affecting the muscles. 
2 having well-developed muscles. 3 robust. [related 
to muscu] Q muscularity 7. muscularly adi. 


of a body or organ. 


mousa| 


muscular dystrophy n. a hereditary progres- 
sive wasting of the muscles, 
musculature 7. A the muscular system 


musculoskeletal adj. of or relating to 
the musculature and skeleton together. 

Mus.D. «hdr. (also Mus. Doc.) Doctor 
of Music. [Latin .Vusieae Doctor] 

muse! 7. | a ‘Muse: ® (in Greek and 
Roman mythology) each of nme god- 
desses who inspire poetry, music, etc. 
b a source of inspiration for 
creativity. 2 (usu. prec, by the) 
a a poct’s inspiring goddess. 
b a poet’s genius. [from Greek 
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muse? ». filerary 1 intr. a (usu. foll. by on, upon) 
ponder, reflect. b (usu. foll. by on) gaze medita- 
tively. 2 tr say meditatively. [from Old French 
muser 10 waste ume’] O musingly adv. 
museum 7. a Huilding used for storing and 
exhibiting objects of historical. scientitic. or 
cultural interest. [from Greek mouseion “seat 
ol the Muses’ ] 
museum piece 7. 1 a specimen of art 
etc. fit for a museum. 2 Brit. derog. an old- 
fashioned or quaint person or object. 
mush 1. 1 soft pulp. 2 fecble 
sentimentality, 3.\. fern maize 
porridge. G mushy wd). (mwush- 
ier mushiest). mushily ad: 
mushiness 1. 


MUSE: DEPICTION OF THI 
GRLLK MUSL TERPSIC HORI 


mushroom 


musical chairs 


MUSHROOM 


Like all fungi, mushrooms lack the green pigment chlorophyll, 
which plants use to make food. Instead they absorb nutrients from 
decaying organic matter or from living plants and animals. The 
part that is visible above ground is, in fact, the fruiting body of the 
fungus. The main body consists of hyphal threads, which form a 
branching web known as the mycelium; this spreads through the 


substrate that the fungus has colonized, absorbing nutrients. Fruit- 
ing bodies vary in shape and colour, but all are designed to spread 
the spores that enable a fungus to establish new colonies. Spores 
are produced on the underside of a mushroom and released from 
flaps (gills) or hollows (pores). Many types of fungi are edible, and | 
some are considered a delicacy. 
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EXAMPLES OF MUSHROOMS 


4 


MOREL 
half-free more] 


AMANITA 
Caesar's mushroom 


(Amanita caesarea) 


AGAR IC 
field mushroom 
(Agaricus campestris) 


BLEWIT 
wood blewit 
{Lepista nuda) 


PXEAS OT, 


parasol mushroom 
(.Vacrolepiata procera) 


broadly narrowly indented galls not joined 
attached altached gills la stem 
gills. gills 


ADIN I: ADNENELD 


mushroome 7. 1 A the usu. edible spore-producing 
body of various fungi, esp. Agaricus campestris, with a 
stem and domed cap, proverbial for its rapid growth. 
& ieuts. 2 the pale pinkish-brown colour of this. 
3 any item resembling a mushroom in shape (darn- 
ing niushroom). 4 (usu. aftrib.) something that appears 
or develops suddenly or is ephemeral; an upstart. 
@ «int. 1 appear or develop rapidly. 2 expand and 
flatten like a mushroom cap. 3 gather mushrooms. 
@ adj. mushroom-coloured. {from Late Latin mussiro 
-onts | 

mushroom cloud 7. a cloud suggesting the shape 
of a mushroom, esp. from a nuclear explosion. 


= wills run 7 
some 2ay 
down stem 


NOTCHLD 


mushroom growth ». 1 a sudden development or 
expansion, 2 anything undergoing this. 

music 7. 1 the art of combining vocal or instru- 
mental sounds (or both) to produce beauty of form, 
harmony, and expression of emotion. & Nol ton, 
2 the sounds so procluced. 3 musical compositions. 
4 the written or printed score of a musical compos- 
ition, 5 certain pleasant natural sounds, c.g, bird- 
song. O music of the spheres see svHiki.. music 
to one’s ears something very pleasant to hear. 
[trom Greek mousihé (teKhné) “\art) of the Muses’] 

musical e adj. 1 of or relating to music. 2 (of sounds, 
a voice, ete. melodious. harmonious. 3 fond of or 


(Morchella semilbera) 


TT 
» i 


SHIELD-GAP 
fawn shield-cap 
(Pluteus cervinus) 


1.) 


BOLETE 
penny bun 
(Boletus edults) 


RUSSULE 
crab russule 
(Russula xerampelina) 


FAIRY-RING 
CHAMPIGNON 
(Afarasmius oreades) 


WAN-CAP 
crimson wax-cap 
\Aygrocybe punicea) 


° A 


VOLVAR 
stubble-field volvar 
( Volvanella glovocephala) 


COPRINUS 
lawyer’s wig 
(Coprinus comatus) 


curved, / 
notched gills 
DECURRENT SINUATE NOTCHED 


skilled in music (fhe musical one of the family). 4 set to 
or accompanied by music. @ 7. a film or theatrical 
piece (not opera or operetta) of which music is an 
essential element. G musicality 7. musicalize «fr. 
(also -ise,. musically adv, musicalness n. 

musical box ». Bri, a mechanical musical instru- 
ment in a box, typically incorporating a toothed 
cylinder which plucks a row of tuned metal strips 
as it revolves. 

musical chairs 7.p/, 1 a party game in which the 
players compete in successive rounds for a decreas- 
ing number of chairs, 2 a series of changes or polit- 
ical manoeuvring ete. 


musical comedy 


musical comedy 7. a light dramatic entertain- 
ment of songs, dialogue, and dancing, connected 
by a slender plot. 

musical director 7. the person responsible for the 
musical aspects of a performance or production, 
often the conductor or leader of a music group. 

musical instrument see insixuMENnt 7. 2. 

musical sound sce so. np! n. 6. 

music centre 7. Bri/. equipment combining radio, 
record player, tape recorder, etc. 

music drama z. Wagnerian-type opera without 
formal arias etc. and governed by dramatic consid- 
erations. 

music hall 7. (usu. hyphenated when atinb.) Brit. 
1 variety entertainment, popular ¢.1850-1914, 
consisting of singing, dancing, and novelty acts. 
2 a theatre where this took place. 

musician 7. a person who plays a musical instru- 
ment, esp. professionally, or is otherwise musically 
gifted. G musicianship 7. 

musicology 7. the study of music other than that 
directed to proficiency in performance or compos- 
ition. O musicologist n. musicological ad}. 

music stand 7. a rest or frame on which sheet 
music or a score is supported, 

music stool 7. a stool for a pianist. 

musk 7. 1 a strong-smelling reddish-brown sub- 
stance produced by a gland in the male musk deer 
and used in perfumes. 2 the plant, Mzmulus moscha- 
tus, with pale green ovate leaves and yellow flowers. 
[from Persian musk] G musky adj. (muskier, 
muskiest). muskiness 7. 


musk deer 7. 9 any small Asian deer of the genus 
Moschus, having no antlers. 


musket 7. fii. an 
infantryman’s (esp. 
smooth-bored) 
4 light gun, often 
, supported on the 
shoulder, Db rtip- 
coal. [from Italian 
moschelto “crossbow 
bolt’ | 
musketeer 7. /is/. a 
soldier armed with a 
musket. 


musketry 2. 1 mus- 
kets, or soldiers armed 
with muskets. referred 
to collectively. 2 the 
knowledge of hand- 
ling muskets. 
musket shot 7. his/. 
1 a shot fired from a musket. 2 the range of this 
shot. 


MUSK DEER 
(Moschus moschiferus) 


musk melon 7. the common ycllow or green 


melon. Cucumis melo, usu. with a raised network of 


markings on the skin. [from the aromatic flesh ol 
some varieties| 

musk ox 2. 4 large goal-antelope, Oztbes moschatus, 
with a thick shaggy coat and small curved horns. 
[from the strong smell emitted by the male during 
rutting] 

muskrat 7. 1 a large aquatic rodent, Ondatra zibethi- 
cus, having a musky smell. 2 the fur of this. 

musk-rose n. a rambling rose, Rosa moschata, with 
large white flowers smelling of musk 

Muslim (also Moslem: e@ 7. a follower of the 
Islamic religion. @ adj. of or relating to the 
Muslims or their religion. [Arabic, based on 
aslama ‘to resign onesell” | 

muslin 2, 1 a fine delicately woven cotton fabric 
2 US a cotton cloth in plain weave. [from 
Mussolo ‘Mosul’, in Iraq] 

musquash 7. = muskrat. [Algonquian] 

mussel 7. 1 » any bivalve mollusc of the 
genus Mytilus, living in sea water and often 
used for food. > sivaww.. 2 any similar freshwater 
molluse of the genus .\fargaritifer or Anodonta, form- 
ing pearls. [Old Enghish| 


MUSTELID 


Numbering about 65 species, mustelids 
are long-bodied mammalian carnivores. 
Although most mustelids are terrestrial 
or arboreal, some spend their time in 
water. They range in size from the least 
weasel, weighing less than 28 g (1 oz), to 
the sea otter, which can weigh up to 45 
kg (99 lb). With their sharp teeth, acute 
senses, and agile bodies, they are highly 
effective hunters. Some species subsist 
on live prey, but others, such as badgers, 
eat carrion and a range of plant foods. 
Most mustelids mark their territories 
with a strong-smelling fluid, which is 
discharged from the anal glands. 


EXAMPLES OF MUSTELIDS — 


2 
PINE MARTEN 
UMartes martes) 


WOIA ERINE 
(Gulo gulo) 


VY EPASEL 
Mustela nivalis 


COMMON OTTER 
(Lutra lutras 


must! @ vaux. (3rd sing. present must; past had to or 
in indirect speech must) (foll. by infin., or @adso/.) 
1 a be obliged to (mus! we leave now?). b in iron 
questions (mus! you slam the door’). 2 be certain to 
(they must have lefi by now). 3 ought to (2t must be said 
that). 4 expressing insistence (J must ask you to leave 
5 (foll. by not + infin.) a be forbidden to (_you mus! not 
smoke). b ought not; need not ( you must nol worry). 
c expressing insistence that something should not 
be done (they must not be told). 6 (as past or historic 
present) expressing the perversity of clestiny (zat 
must I do but break my leg). @ n. collog. a thing that 
cannot or should not be missed (?/ you go to London St 
Paul's 15 a mus(). 01 must say often ion. 1 cannot 
refrain from saying (a fine way to behave, I must say 
must needs see neevs. [Old English} 


a Usage In sense la, the negative (i.e. lack ol 

obligation) is expressed by not Aave to or need not: must 

nol denotes positive forbidding, as in you must not 
smoke. 


must? 7. grape juice 
before fermentation is 
complete. [from Latin 
mustum “new (thing}’| 
must? 7, mustiness. 
mould. 
mustache lS var. of 
MOUSTACHI.. 


mustachio /mi-stah-shi- 
oh/ n. (pl. -os) (often in pl. 
archaic a moustache. [from 
Spanish mostacho| 


MUSSEL 
(Alyizlus species) 


dense, soft 


coal ma 


must-have 


anal scent 
glands 


long 
tail | 


long 


body 
short 
legs 


FISHER 
(Martes pennants) 


POLECAT 
(Mustela putorius) y» 


ShUNA 
Spelogale putorens 


\ 2 


STOAT 
Mustela erminea\ 


BADGER 
Mele, meles) 


mustang 7, 4 small wild horse native to Mexico and 
California. > Horst. [from Spanish mestengo| 

mustang grape 1. a grape from the wild vine Vites 
candicans, of the southern US, used for making wine. 

mustard e 7. 1 a ® any of various plants of the 
genus Brasstca with slender pods and yellow flowers. 
b any of various plants of the genus Sznapis, eaten 
at the seedling stage, often with cress. 2 the 

crushed seeds of these made into a paste q . 
and used as a spicy condiment. > spice. 
3 the brownish-yellow colour of this 5 | 
condiment. [from Old French mo(u)s 7/ 
tarde: originally a condiment pre- 
pared with musr?] 

mustard gas 7. 4 colourless oily 
liquid, whose vapour is a power- 
ful irritant and vesicant. 

mustelid e 7. Aa mammal of the 
family  Mlustelidae, meluding 
weasels, stoats, badgers, skunks, 
martens. ete, [based on Laun 
mustela ‘weasel’ | 

muster @ 1 ¢@& collect (originally 
soldiers) for inspection, to check num- 
bers, etc. 2 i: G mir gather together. 3 h 
jofien foll. by uf) summon up (courage 
etc.). @ 7. 1 the assembly of persons fo 
mspecuon. 2 an assembly. O pass 
muster come up to a required stan- 
dard, [from Latin monstrare ‘to show} MUSTARD: 
BROWN 
MUSTARD 


must-have e 7. an essential or highly 
desirable item. @ ad essential o1 
highly desirable Bravvica ru 


mustn’t 


MUTATION 


Mutations occur as a result of the chance 
rearrangement of a DNA molecule or 

by a change in the shape or number of 
chromosomes. If mutation occurs in a sex 
cell it can be passed on from one gener- 
ation to another. Most mutations are 
damaging, and often impair survival, but 
they are a source of variation in living 
things and allow evolution to take place. 
‘The mutant teasel shown here has curved 
rather than straight spines on the seed- 
head. 


NORMAL. 


chit 
straight | TEASEL 


spines 


MUTANT 


HL ASGI 
curved 


spines 


mustn’t con/: Must not. 

musty «dj. (mustier, mustiest; 1 mouldy. 2 of 
mouldy or stale smell or taste. D mustily adr. 
mustiness 77. 

mutable ad). literary 1 liable to change. 2 fickle. 
[from Latin mulabilis| 0 mutability 7. 

mutagen 7. an agent promoting mutation, 
raciation. 0 mutagenic ad). mutagenesis /. 

mutant e ad. resulting from mutation. @ 7. a 
mutant form. [from Latin mu/ant- ‘changing | 

mutate vif), GS ir undergo or cause to undergo 
mutation. [back-formation from set y1105] 

mutation 7, 1 the process or an instance of change 
or alteration. 2 A a genctic change which. when 
transmitted to offspring, gives rise to heritable vari- 
ations. 3a mutant. [from Latin mutatio ‘changing’ | 
0 mutational ac). 

mutatis mutandis /moo-tiuh-tis moo-tan-dis/ ade. 
in comparing cases) making the necessary alter- 
ations. [Latin| 


de 


mute e 7/1 silent, refraining froma or temporarily 
bereft of speech. 2 not emitung articulate sound. 
3 tof a person or animal, dumb, 4 not expressed in 
speech unule protest, 3 10f a letter not pronounced, 
@7. La dumb person (a deaf mute), 2 Mus, aa clamp 
for damping the resonance of the strings of a violin 
¢. b ¥ a pad or cone for damping the sound of 1 
wind or brass instrument. 3 an unsounded conson- 
ant, 4an actor whose part is ina dumbshow, @ wr 
1 deaden. muffle. or soften the sound of (a thing. 
esp. a musical instrument. 2 a tone down, make 
less intense, b yas mauted adj. ol Colours etc. 
subdued (a muted [from Latin musus| 
o mutely adi. muteness 7, 


Uren). 


w Usage See Usage Note at mooi. 


| practic 


Mitte 


MUTE: 
ARSE TOTO TES Ste 1! 1] 


Pie iets Te Se TG 


540 


mute swan /). >» 


the common- wae * 

est Eurasian 

swan, Cygnus = 3 
olor, having e = 
white plumage } 


and an orange-red 
bill with a swollen black 
base. > wvirr rowt 

mutilate 7/7, 1 a deprive of a 
limb or organ. b destroy the use of 
(a limb or organ). 2 render (a book 
etc.) imperfect by excision or some 
act of destruction. [based on Latin 
mulilatus “lopped off] 0 mutila- 
tion 7. mutilator 7. (Cygnus olor) 

mutineer 7. a person who mutinies. 
[from French mutinier, based on mutin ‘rebellious’ | 

mutiny e 7. (//. -ies, an open revolt against consti- 
tuted authority, esp. by solciers or sailors against 
their officers. @ winlz (-ies, -ied) (often foll. by 
against) revolt; engage in mutiny. [based on French 
mutin ‘rebellious’] 0 mutinous ad). 

mutt 7. 1 s/ang an ignorant, 
stupid, or blundering person. 
2 a Brit. dervg. or joc. a dog. 
b US a mongrel. [abbreviation 
of mutton-head| 

mutter e@¢. 1 iniz spcak low ina barely aud- 
ible manner. 2 inér (often foll, by agamst, at) 
murmur or grumble about. 3 f utter (words 
etc.) in a low tone. 4 é& say in secret. @ 2, 1 mut 
tered words or sounds. 2 muttering. [Middle 
English, related to mt i] O mutterer n. 

mutton /”. 1 the flesh of sheep used for food. 2 joc. 
a sheep. GO mutton dressed as lamb Sy. 
collog. derog. a usu. middle-aged or elderly 
woman dressed or made up to appear 
younger. [from medieval Latin multo] 

mutual adj. 1 (of feclings, actions, etc.) 
experienced or done by cach of two or 
more parties with reference to the other or others 
unulual affection), 2 disp. common to two or more 
persons (a mutual friend). 3 standing in (a specified) 
relation to each other vnutual beneficiaries). [from 
Latin mutuus ‘mutual, borrowed’) O mutuality 7. 
mutually adr. 


m Usage The use of mutual in sense 2, although 
often found, is considered incorrect by some people, 
for whom common ts preferable, 


muu-muu 7. a woman's loose 


dress. [Hawaiian] 
muzak 7). 1 propr a system of music wansmission for 
playing in public places. 2 recorded heht 

music. [alteration of music | 
muzzle @ 7. 1 the pro- 
jecting part of an 
animal's face, m- 
cluding the 
and mouth. 
2% a guard. usu. 
made of straps or 
wire. fitted over an 
and 
stop i 
feeding. 

3 the open end of 
lirearm, & oly. @ 7% 
1 put a muzzle on fan 
animal ete.) 2 impose 
silence upon. [Irom Old French 
mused] 


brightly coloured 


nose 
PS pod. 


annals nose 
mouth to 
biting or 


MUZZLE ON A DOG 


spring- loaded 
trigger 


muzzle-loader 1). m a vin thitt 
loaded through the muzzle. 
a muzzle-loading «dj. 
muzzy «dj. 1 a mentally hazy. 
b esp. Brit. confused trom 
drinking alcohol. 2. blurred. 
[18th-century coinage | Omuz- 
zily adi. muzziness i. 


MUTE SWAN 


MYCENAEAN CUP 


ramrod for pushing 
ammunition down the bore 


myosotis 


MW abér. 1 megawatt(s). 2 medium wave. 
my poss.det. 1 of or belonging to me (my 
house). 2 as a form of address in affection- 
ate, sympathetic, etc. contexts (my dear boy). 

3 in various expressions of surprise (oh my!). 

ga my Lady (or Lord) ‘the form of address to 
certain titled persons. [Middle English] 

my- comb. form var, of myo-. 
myalgia x. a pain in a muscle or group of 
muscles. G myalgic ad. 
myalgic encephalomyelitis see ME. 
myasthenia 7. a condition causing abnormal 
weakness of certain muscles. 
mycelium 7. (//. mycelia) the vegetative part of 
a fungus, consisting of microscopic threadlike 
hyphae. [based on Greek mukés ‘mushroom’ 
Oo mycelial ad). 

Mycenaean /my-si-nee-an/ @ adj. Archaeol. ¥ of or 
relating to the late Bronze Age civilization in 
Greece (c.1580 1100 sc). @ x. an inhabitant of 
Mycenae or the Mycenaean world. [from Latin 

Mycenaeus| 

myco- comb. form fungus. [from 

Greek mukes ‘fungus, mush- 
room’| 
mycology 7. the study of 

fungi. O mycological ad). 

mycologist 7. 

mycoprotein 7”. protein derived from fungi, 
esp. as produced for human consumption. 

myelin 7. a white fatty substance forming a 
sheath around certain nerve fibres. > Nervous 

systmM. [based on Greek muelos ‘marrow | 

myelitis 7. inflammation of the spinal cord. 

[based on Greek muelos ‘marrow’ | 

myeloid ad. of or relating to 
marrow or the spinal cord, 

myeloma 7. a malignant tumour of 
the bone marrow. 

mylodop 7. an extinct gigantic ground 
sloth with cylindrical teeth. [from Greek mu/é ‘mill, 
molar’ + odeus odontos ’ 

‘tooth’ | 

mynah 7 (also 
myna, mina) & any 
of various SE Asan star- 
lings, able to mimic the 
human voice. [from Hindi 
maina| 


bone 


myo- comb, form (also my- 
before a vowel: muscle. 
[from Greek mus 
“rtscle | 
myocardium 7. (//. myo- 
cardia the muscular tissue of 
the heart. > Heart. [based on 
Greek dardia “heart’] 0 myo- 
cardial adj. myo- 
carditis n. 
myopia 7. 1 short- 
sightedness. 2 lack of 
imagination or intellectual insight. 
opic ad). myopically ad. 
myosin 7. a protein which with actin forms 
the contractile faments of muscle. 
myosotis 7. (also myosote) any plant of the 
genus Vyosott) with blue, pink, or white flowers 
esp. a lorget-me-not. 
“mouse’ + ous Ofos “car’] 


MUOS 


MYNAH: COMMON MYNAH 
(Acridutheres tristis) 


oO my- 


% 


[from Greek mus muos 


bore ramrod recess 


muzzle 


MUZZLE-LOADER: LARLY 
LOTH-CENTURY ENGLISH 
DUELING PISTON 


myriad 


myriad /iterary @ n. 1 an indefinitely great number. mysterious ad. 1 full of or wrapped in mystery. 
2 ten thousand. @ adj. of an indefinitely great num- | 2 (of a person) delighting in mystery. O miysteri- 
ber. [from Greek murias muriados ‘countless’| ously adi. mysteriousness 7. 

myriapod . any land-living arthropod of the class mystery n. (p/. -ies) 1 a secret, hidden, or inexplic- 
Myriapoda, with numerous leg-bearing segments, able matter. 2 secrecy or obscurity (crapped in mys- 
e.g. centipedes and millipedes. [from Greek murias tery). 3 (attrib) secret, undisclosed (mystery guest). 
‘countless’ + pous podos ‘foot’| _ 4 the practice of making a secret of (esp. unim- 

myrmidon ». t a hired ruffian. 2 a lowly portant) things (engaged in mystery and intrigue). 
servant. [from Greek Murmidones, warlike 5 (in full mystery story) a fictional work 
Thessalian people who went with Achilles dealing with a puzzling event, esp. a crime. 
to Troy] 6 a a religious truth divinely revealed. b RC 

myrrh /mer/ 7. a gum resin from several trees Ch. a decade of the rosary. 7 (in pl.) the 
of the genus Commiphora used in perfumery, secret religious rites of the ancient Greeks, 
incense, etc. {from Greek murra] a myrrhic ad}. Romans, etc. [from Greek mustérion] 
myrrhy ad). mystery play 7. a medieval play 

myrtle 7. 1» an evergreen shrub of based on the Bible or the lives of 
the genus Myrius with aromatic the saints. 
foliage and white flowers, esp. MZ mystery tour 7. Bri. a pleasure trip to 
communis, bearing purple-black ovoid an unspecified destination. 
berries. 2 US = verwinxie! [from mystic @ 7. a person who seeks by 
medieval Latin myrtilla] contemplation etc. to obtain unity with 

myself pron. 1 emphat. form of 1° or se! (I the Deity, or who believes in the spiritual 
saw u myself). 2 refl. form of me! (able to dress apprehension of truths that are beyond 
myself ). 3 in my normal state of body and the understanding, e@ adj. 1 mysterious and 
mind (1’m not myself today). 4 poet. = 1? (myself awe-inspiring. 2 spiritually allegorical or 
when young did often wander in the woods). symbolic. [based on Greek mustés ‘initi- 
oO by myself see y oneself. I myself I for ated person] O mystical ad. mys- 
my part (J myself am doubtful). tically adv. mysticism n. 


MYRTLE 
(Mfyrtus communis) 


myxomatosis 


mystify 2/7: (-ies, -ied) 1 bewilder, confuse. 2 hoax, 
take advantage of the credulity of. 3 wrap up in 
mystery. [from French mysti/ier| 0 mystification 7. 

mystique 7. I an atmosphere of mystery and ven- 
eration attending some activity or person. 2 any 
skill or technique, which is impressive or mystifying 
to the layman. [French] 

myth 7. 1 a traditional narrative usu. involving 
supernatural or imaginary persons and often 
embodying popular ideas on natural or social 
phenomena etc. 2 such narratives collectively. 3 a 
widely held but false notion. 4 a fictitious person, 
thing, or idea. [from Greek muthos] G mythic ad). 
mythical adj. mythically adi. 

mythology 1. (fi. -ies) 1 a body of myths (Greek 
mythology). 2 the study of myths. o mythologer 
n. mythological ad. mythologically ad:. myth- 
ologist 2. 

mythos /my-this/ n. (p/. mythoi) 1 literary a 
myth; a body of myths. 2 a narrative theme or 
pattern. [Late Latin] 

myxoedema 7. (U/S myxedema) a syndrome 
caused by hypothyroidism, resulting in thickening 
of the skin, weight gain, mental dullness, loss of 
energy, and sensitivity to cold. 

myxomatosis 7. an infectious usu. fatal viral 
disease in rabbits, causing swelling of the mucous 
membranes. 


tt 


N!'n. (also n) (pl. Ns or N’s; the fourteenth letter of 
the alphabet. 

N® abbr. (also N.) North; Northern. 

N® symb. Chem. the element nitrogen. 

n! abbr. (also n.) neuter, 

n? symb. 1 Math. an indefinite number, 2 nano-. 0 to 
the nth (or nth degree) I .\ath. to any required 
power. 2 to any extent; to the utmost. 

°n con). (also ’n’) collog. and. 

Na symb. Chem. the element sodium. [modern Latin 
nalrium| 

na adv. (in comb.; usu. with an auxiliary verb) Se. =No1 
(I canna do it; they didna go). 

n/a abby, 1 not applicable. 2 not available. 

NAAFI /naf-i/ abbr. Brit. 1 Navy, Army, and Air 
Force Institutes. 2 a canteen, shop, etc. for service 
personnel run by the NAAFT. 

naan var. of nan?. 

nab 7./z (nabbed, nabbing) s/ang 1 arrest; catch in 
wrongdoing, 2 seize, grab. [1 7th-century comage] 

nabob ». 1 /is/. a Muslim official or governor under 
the Mogul empire. 2 a person of conspicuous 
wealth or high rank. [from Urdu, related to xs] 

nacho 7. (f/. -os) (usu. in f/.) a tortilla chip, usu. 
topped with melted cheese and spices etc, [20th- 
century coinage| 

nacre 7. mother-of-pearl from any shelled mollusc. 
[French] o nacreous aq). 

nada pron. N. Amer. collog. nothing, [Spanish] 

nadir /nay-deer/ 7. 1 the part of the celestial 
sphere directly below an observer ‘opp. ZEnri). 
2 the lowest point in one’s fortunes; a ume of deep 
despair. [from Arabic nazir (as-samt) ‘opposite (to 
the zenith)’] 

naevus /nee-viis/ 7. ((’S nevus, | //. naevi /nee- 
vy/) La birthmark in the form of a raised red patch 
on the skin. 2 = stere?. [Latin] 

naff! @.inir. Brit. slang 1 (in imper., foll. by off) go away. 
2 \as naffing ad.) used as an intensive to express 
annoyance etc. 

naff? adj. Bril. slang 1 unfashionable, tasteless. 
2 worthless, rubbishy, [20th-century coinage] 

nag'e:. nagged, nagging) I a /: annoy or irritate 
(a person) with persistent complaiming, criticizing, 
or urging. b mé: (often foll. by at) find fault, 
complain. or urge, esp. persistently. 2 inix (of a 
pain) ache dully but persistently. 3 f worry or 
preoccupy (a person, the mind, etc.) (hu mistake 
nageed him). @ n. a persistently nagging person. 

nag® x. collog. a horse. [Middle English] 

naiad /ny-ad/ un. | p/. naiads or naiades 
/ny-a-deez/) Afythol. a water nymph. 
[from Greek , Vaias -ados| 

naif /ny-eef/ @ wij. = \\1\\.. @n. analve person, 

nail e 7. 1 a small metal spike with a broadl- 
ened flat head. driven in with a hammer to 
jon things together or to serve as a peg, protec- 
tion (cf. Hoss), or decoration. 2 » a horny 
covering on the upper surface of the tip of the 
finger and toe. @ 7/1 fasten with a nail or nails. 
2 a secure, catch, or get hold of (a person or thing). 
b expose or discover (a lie or a har). Oo nail one’s 
colours to the mast persist; refuse to give in, 
nail down 1 Jind (a persun) to a promise ete. 
2 define preciscly. 3 fasten (a thing) with nails. nail 
in a person’s coffin something thought to 


Orb 


naphtha 


increase the risk of death. on the nail Sri. (esp. of 
payment) without delay (cash on the nail). [Old 
English] 0 nailed ad). (also in comb). 

nail enamel n. N. Amer. = Nai. pouisu. 

nail file 7. a roughened metal or emery strip used 
for smoothing the nails. 

nail polish 7. a varnish applied to the nails to 
colour them or make them shiny. 

nail punch 7. (also nail set) a tool for sinking the 
head of a nail below a surface. 

nail varnish 7, Bri/. = Nai. POLISH. 

naive /ny-eev/ adj, (also naive) 1 artless; innocent; 
unaffected. 2 foolishly credulous. 3 (of art etc.) 
produced in a sophisticated society but deliberately 
rejecting conventional expertise. [French, from 
Latin nafvus ‘native’| o naively adz. 

naivety /ny-eev-ti/ 7. (also naivety, naivete) ( pl. 
-ies or naivetés) 1 the state or quality of being 
naive. 2 a naive action. 

naked adj. 1 without clothes; nude. 2 plain; undis- 
guised; exposed (the naked truth; his naked soul). 3 (of a 
light, flame, etc.) unprotected from the wind etc.; 
unshaded, 4 defenceless. 5 (of a sword etc.) 
unsheathed. 6 (usu. foll. by of) devoid; without. 
[Old English] o nakedly adv. nakedness 2. 

naked eye 2. (prec. by the) unassisted vision, e.g. 
without a telescope, microscope, etc. 

Nama e 7. (f/. same or Namas) 1 a member of a 
people of S. Africa and Namibia. 2 the language of 
this people. @ adj. of or relating to this people or 
their language. 


a Usage The term Hottentot is sometimes used for 
this people and language, but it is often considered 
to be offensive. 


namby-pamby e ad. 1 lacking vigour or drive; 
weak. 2 insipidly pretty or sentimental. @ x. (pi. 
-ies) a namby-pamby person. [fanciful formation 
from Ambrose Philips, English pastoral writer, 
1674-1749] 

name @ 7. 1 the word by which an individual 
person, animal, place, or thing is known, spoken of, 
etc. 2 a a usu. abusive term used of a person etc. 
(valled him names). b a word denoting an object or 
esp. a class of objects, ideas, etc. (whal iy the name of 
that kind of vase?), 3 a famous person. 4 a reputation, 
esp. a good one (has a name for honesty), 5 (Name) an 
underwriter of a Lloyd’s syndicate. @ zt. 1 give a 
usu. specified name to (named the dog Spot). 2 call (a 
person or thing) by the right name (named the man in 
the photograph). 3 menuon; specify; cite (named his 
requirements). 4 nominate, appoint, etc. (zeas named the 
new chairman). 5 specify as something desired (named 
il as her dearest wish). 0 by name called ( Tom by name). 
have to one’s name possess. in all but name 
virtually. in mame (or name only) as a mere 
formality; hardly at all (as ¢he leader in name only). in a 


cuticle 


nail root 


lunula 


layer of 
epithelium 


| distal phalanx 
bone 


nail bed 
fal 


NAIL: CROSS-SLOTION OF A HUMAN 
FINGERTIP SHOWING ‘THE NAIL 


person’s name = in the name of. in the name of 
calling to witness; invoking (in the name of goodness). 
in one’s own name independently; without 
authority. make a name for oneself become 
famous. name after (NV. Amer also for) call (a 
person) by the name of (a specified person) (named 
him after his uncle Roger). name the day arrange a 
date (esp. of a woman fixing the date for her 
wedding). name names mention specific names, 
esp. In accusation. name of the game collog. the 
purpose or essence of an action etc. you name it 
no matter what; whatever you like. [Old English] 
ci nameable ad). 

namecheck «7, publicly mention the name of, esp. 
in acknowledgement or for publicity purposes. 

name-dropping 7. the familiar mention of 
famous people as a form of boasting. 

nameless ad. 1 having no name or name-inscrip- 
tion. 2 unnamed; anonymous, esp. deliberately (our 
informant, who shall be nameless). 3 too loathsome or 
horrific to be named (nameless vices). 

namely ad. that is to say; in other words. 

nameplate 7. a plate or panel bearing the name of 
ar occupant of a room etc. 

namesake n. a person or thing having the same 
name as another (was her aunt’s namesake). [probably 
from the phrase for the name’s sake] 

nan! nan 7. Brit. collog. grandmother. 

nan? /nahn/ n. (also naan) (in Indian cookery) a 
type of leavened bread cooked esp. in a clay oven. 
[from Urdu nan} 

nana’ /nah-ni/ 7. slang a silly person; a fool. 

nana® /nan-i/ 2. (also Brit. manna) collog. grand- 
mother, 

nancy ofjens. (also nance) s/ang @ n. (pl. -ies) (in 
full nancy boy) an effeminate man, esp. a homo- 
sexual. @ adj. effeminate. [pet form of the name 
Ann] 

nandrolone 7. an anabolic steroid with tissue- 
building properties, used illegally to enhance 
performance in sport. 

nanna yar. of Nana?. : 

nanny e@ 7. (//. -ies) 1 a a child's nurse. b Brit. an 
unduly protective person, institution, etc. (the nanny 
state). 2 = wan’. 3 (in full nanny goat) a female goat. 
@ «ir. (-ies, -1ed) be unduly protective towards. 

nano- /nan-oh/ comb. form denoting a factor of 
10". [from Greek nanos “dwarf”] 

nanometre 7. ((/S nanometer) one thousand- 
millionth of a metre. 

nanosecond 7. 
second, 

nanotechnology ». the branch of technology that 
deals with dimensions and tolerances of less than 
100 nanometres, esp. the manipulation of individ- 
ual atoms and molecules. 6 nanotechnological 
ad}. nanotechnologist n. 

nap! e wini. (mapped, napping) sleep lightly or 
briefly. @ x. a short sleep or doze, esp. by day (took a 
nap). 0 catch a person napping I find a person 
asleep or off guard. 2 detect in negligence or error. 
[Old English] 

nap® n. the raised pile on textiles, esp. velvet. 
[Middle English] 

nap*e 7. 1 a form of whist in which players declare 
the number of tricks they expect to take, 2 Brit. a 
racing or investment tip. @ v./: (mapped, napping, 
Brit. name (a horse etc.) as a probable winner. o go 
nap risk everything in one attempt. [abbreviation 
of napoleon, original name of the card game| 

napalm /nay-pahm/ e 2. jellicd petrol used in 
incendiary bombs. @ wf, attack with napalm 
bombs. 

nape ”. (in full nape of the neck) the back of the 
neck. [Middle English] 

naphtha /naf-tha/ 7. an inflammable oil obtained 
by the dry distillation of coal etc. [Latin, literally 
‘inflammable volatile liquid issumg from the 
earth | 


one thousand-millionth of a 


naphthalene 


Native American 


naphthalene /naf-tha-leen/ 


.  n. <a white crystalline aromatic 
ll substance produced by the distil- 

lation of coal tar and used in 

mothballs and the manufacture 

as - sof dyes etc. [based on napHtHal 


oO naphthalie ad). 
napkin 7. 1 (in full table 
napkin) a square piece of 
linen, paper, etc. used for 
wiping the lips, fingers, etc. at 
meals. 2 Brit. a baby’s nappy. 
oe 5 [based on Latin mappa ‘sheet’] 
napkin ring 2. a ring used to 
hold (and distinguish) a person’s 
table napkin when not in use. 
Napoleonic adj. of, relating to, or characteristic of 
Napoleon I or his time. 
nappy ”. (//. -ies) Brit. a piece of towelling or other 
absorbent material wrapped round a baby to 
absorb and retain urine and faeces. [abbreviation 
of naPKin] 
narcissism 7. Psychol. excessive or erotic interest in 
oneself. [from Greek Narkissos, a youth who fell in 
love with his reflection in a pool] G narcissist 7. 
narcissistic adj. narcissistically adv. 
narcissus 7”. (//. narcissi /-sy/ or narcis- 
suses) ¥ any bulbous plant of the genus 
Narcissus, esp. N. poeticus bearing a heavily 
scented single flower with an 
undivided corona edged 
with crimson — and 
yellow. [from Greek 
narkissos| 


NAPHTHALENE 


corona 


petals 


NARCISSUS 
° (Narcissus poelicus var. 
recurvus) 


narcolepsy 7. Med. a disease with fits of sleepiness 
and drowsiness. [based on Greek narkoun ‘to make 
numb’] 0 narcoleptic adj. G n. 

narcosis n. 1 Med. the working or effects of 
soporific narcotics. 2 a state of insensibility. (Greek, 
literally ‘numbness’ | 

narcotic @ adj. 1 (of a substance) inducing drowsi 
ness, sleep, stupor, or insensibility. 2 (of a drug etc.) 
affecting the mind. @ 7. a narcotic substance, drug, 
or influence. [from Greek narkdtikos] 0 narcotic- 
ally adv. narcotism 7. narcotize »./7, (also -ise). 

nark slang en. 1 Brit. a police informer or decoy. 
2 Austral. an annoying person or thing, @ z./7 (usu. in 
passwe) Brit. annoy; infuriate. [from Romany nah 
‘nose’ | 

narrate wir (also absol.) 1 give a continuous 
story or account of. 2 provide a spoken commen- 
tary or accompaniment for (a film etc.). [based on 
Latin narratus ‘recounted’] a narratable ad. 
narration /. 

narrative e 7. 1 a spoken or written account of 
connected events in order of happening. 2 the 
practice or art of narration. @ adj. in the form of, or 
concerned with, narration (narrative verse). O narra- 
tively adv. 

narrator 7. 1 a person who narrates, esp. a charac- 
ter who recounts the events of a novel or narrative 
poem. 2 a person who speaks the commentary in a 
film ete. 

narrow e ad. (narrower, narrowest) 1 a of small 
width in proportion to length; lacking breadth, 
b confined or confining; constricted (z2thin narroze' 
bounds). 2 of limited scope; restricted (in the narrow- 
est sense). 3 with httle margin (a@ narrow escape). 
@ n. (usu. in pl.) 1 the narrow part of a strait, river 


sound, etc. 2 a narrow pass or street. e uir & 
int. make or become narrow. [Old English] 
O narrowly adv. narrowness n. 

narrow boat 7. Brit. a boat for canal navigation, 
esp. one less than 7 ft (2.1 metres) wide, 

narrowcast esp. V. Amer. @ v.inir. G tr. {past and past 
part. narrowcast or narrowcasted) transmit 
(a television programme etc.), esp. by cable, to 
an audience targeted by interests or location. 
@ 7. a transmission or programme of this kind. 
O narrowcasting 7. 

narrow gauge 7. a railway track of a smaller 
gauge than the standard one. 

narrow-minded adj. rigid or restricted in one’s 
views, intolerant, liberal. o narrow-minded- 
ness 7. 

narrow squeak 7. Bri. 1 a narrow escape. 2 a 
success barely attained. 

narwhal 7. ¥ a small Arctic whale, .Vfunodon mono- 
ceros, the male of which has a long twisted tusk. 
{from Danish narhval| 


NARWHAL 
({Afonodon monoceros) 


nary /nair-i/ ad). collog. or 
dial. not a; no (nary a one). [from ne'er a] 

NASA /nas-a/ abbr. (in the US) National Aeronaut- 
ics and Space Administration. 

nasal @ adj. 1 of, for, or relating to the nose. 2 Phonet. 
(of a speech sound) pronounced with the breath 
passing through the nose, e.g. m, n, ng, or French en. 
3 (of the voice or speech) having an intonation 
caused by breathing through the nose. @ n. Phonet. a 
nasal sound. [based on Latin nasus ‘nose’] O nasal- 
ity n. nasalize v.intr. GS ty, (also -ise). nasalization 
n. nasally adv. 

nascent adj. 1 in the act of being born. 2 just begin- 
ning to be; not yet mature. [from Latin nasvent- 
‘being born’] o nascency 7. 

nasturtium /ni-ster-shiim/ 7. a trailing plant, 
Tropaeolum majus, with rounded edible leaves and 
bright orange, yellow, or red flowers. {Latin] 

nasty e «dj. (nastier, nastiest) 1 a highly unpleas- 
ant. b annoying; objectionable (the car has a nasty 
habit of breaking down). 2 difficult to negotiate; 
dangerous, serious (@ nasty fence, a nasty question; a 
nasty illness). 3 (of a person or animal) ul-tempered, 
spiteful; violent, offensive. 4 (of the weather) foul, 
wet, stormy. @ 7. (pl. -ies) collog. 1 a nasty person, 
object, or event. 2 a video nasty. 0 a nasty bit (or 
piece) of work Bri. collog. an unpleasant or 
contempuble person. [Middle English] a nastily 
adi. nastiness /. 

Nat. abbr. 1 National. 2 Nationalist. 3 Natural. 

natal adj. of or from one’s birth. [from Latin natalis] 

natch adv. collog. = NATURALLY. 

nation 7. a community of people of mainly 
common descent, history, language, etc., forming a 
state or inhabiting a territory. [from Latin natio| 
o nationhood n. 

national e ad. 1 of or common to a nation or the 
nation. 2 peculiar to or characteristic of a particu- 
lar nation, @ 7. 1 a citizen of a specified country, 
usu. entitled to hold that country’s passport (French 
nationals). 2 \the National) = Granp Nationa. 
oO nationally adv. 

national anthem 7. a song adopted by a nation, 
intended to inspire patriotism. 

national curriculum 7. a common programme of 


study laid down for pupils in the maintained 
schools of England and Wales with tests at speci- 
fied ages. 

national debt 7. the money owed by a state 
because of loans to it. 

National Front 7. a UK political party with 
extreme reactionary views on immigration etc. 

national grid x. Brit. 1 the network of high-voltage 
electric power lines between major power stations. 
2 the metric system of geographical coordinates 
used in maps of the Briush Isles. 

National Guard ». (in the US) the primary reserve 
force partly maintained by the states but available 
for federal use. 

National Health 7. (also National Health 
Service) (in the UK) a system of national medical 
care paid for mamly by taxation. 

national income ». the total money earned within 
a nation. 

National Insurance 1. (in the UK) the system of 
compulsory payments by employed persons 
(supplemented by employers) to provide state assist- 
ance in sickness, unemployment, retirement, etc. 

nationalism 7. 1 a patriotic feeling, principles, etc. 
b an extreme form of this; chauvinism. 2 a policy 

of national independence. 0 nationalist 1. @ 
adj. nationalistic ad). nationalistically adv. 
nationality n. (pi. -ies) 1 the status of 

belonging to a particular nation (what 1 
your nationality’, has British nationality). 

2 the condition of being national; 

distinctive national qualities. 3 an 

ethnic group forming a part of one or 
more political nations. 

nationalize wir (also -ise) 

1 take over (industry, land, 
etc.) from private ownership 
State. 2 make national. 


~, 


on behalf of the 
oO nationalization 7. 

national park 7. an area of natural beauty 
protected by the State for the use of the general 
public. 

national service 7. Bril. hist. service in the army 
etc. under conscription, 

National Socialism 7. fis’. the doctrines of 
nationalism, racial purity, etc., adopted by the 
Nazis. 0 National Socialist ». 

National Trust . (in the UK, Australia, etc.) an 
organization for maintaining and_ preserving 
historic buildings etc. 

National Vocational Qualification 7. (in the 
UK) a qualification in a vocational subject set at 
five levels and (at levels two and three) correspond- 
ing in standard to GCSE and GCE A levels. 

nation state 7, a sovereign state of which most of 
the citizens or subjects are united also by factors 
such as language, common descent, etc., which 
define a nation. 

nationwide adj. & adv. extending over the whole 
nation. 

native e 7. 1 a (usu. foll. by of) a person born in a 
specified place (a native of Bristol). b a local inhab- 
itant. 2 offens. a member of a non-white indigenous 
people, as regarded by the colonial settlers. 3 (usu. 
foll. by of) an indigenous animal or plant. e adj. 
I (usu. foll. by fo) inherent; innate (spoke wrth the facil 
ity native to him). 2 of one’s birth or birthplace (natwe 
dress; natwe country). 3 (usu. foll. by fo) belonging to a 
specified place (the anteater 1s natwe to S. America) 
4 a (esp. of a non-European) indigenous; born in a 
place. b of the natives of a place (native customs) 
0 go native (of a settler) adopt the local way of life, 
esp. in a non-European country, [from Latin 
natwus| GO natively adi. nativeness n. 

Native American 7. an Anicrican Indian, esp. of 
the US. 


w Usage The term .\ative American is now often 
preferred to American Indian. However, when used to 
include the aboriginal peoples of Canada as well as 
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native speaker 


of the US, it can cause offence. Ambiguity can be 
avoided by using Amencan Indian or Canadian Indian 
as appropriate. See also Usage Note at Inpian. 


mative speaker 7. a person who has spoken a 
language from early childhood. 

nativity 7. (pl. -ies) 1 (csp. the Nativity) a the 
birth of Christ. b the festival of Christ’s birth; 
Christmas. 2 9 a picture of the Nativity. 3 birth. 


NATIVITY: [5 PH-CENTURY NAPFINITY BY 
FILIPPING Lipp! 


nativity play 7. a play. usu. perlormed by children 
at Christmas, dealing with the birth of Christ. 
NATO /nay-ioh/ abbr: (also Nato) North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. 
natter csp. Bri, collog. @ v.int, chatter 
idly. @ 7. aimless chatter. [orig- 
mally Scots] 0 natterer n. 
natterjack 7. ® a toad. 
Bufo calamita, with a 
bright yellow stripe 
down its back. 
natty a7). \nattier, 
nattiest) — co/log. 
1a smardy o1 
neatly dressed. 
dapper. b spruce: 
smart (a 
2 cdett. 
a nattily adi 
nattiness 7. 


(rim: 
nally blouse NATTERJACK 


(Bufo calamita, 


natural e aj. 1 a existing in or causecl by nature 
natural landscape. B uncultivated; wild tevesting in tts 
natural slate). 2 in the course of nature (died af natural 
causes;. 31of human nature et 
expected (natural for her to be upset). 4 a (of a person 
or a person's behaviour) unaffected, casy, spontan- 
/rendliness is 
inherent; innate 


not surprising: to he 


cous. b (toll. by fo) spontancous, casy 
natural to him). 5 atof qualities ete 
_b (ol a person) having such 
6 not clisguised or altered 
as by make-up etc.). 7 hiclike; as if m nature (tHe 
prortrat looked ver) 8 bkely by 
nature to be such cataal enemies: the nalural antithesis) 
9 a related genetically (her natural yon). b legitimate 
10 Nw. (of a note) not sharpened o1 
Nattened +B natural en. Lovusu. fol. by for) collog. a 
thing naturally 
ete. (a nanal for the championship. 2 Mus. aa sign (4 
denoting a return to natural pitch after a sharp ora 
Nat.t  oiwios. ba natural note. {from Latin nate 
valis| OQ naturalness ) 


a natural talent for music 
cuualiuues 1a natural linguist 
then 


natural). 1S OF 


La natural child 


person OF uitable, adept, expert, 


natural-born aij. (usu. affrih.) having a character o1 


fosiion by birth 


-— 


NATURALISM ~ 


Naturalist art and 
literature attempts 

to create an accurate 
representation of 
nature and character. 
This aim requires 
great attention to 
detail. but does not 
exclude a concern for 
capturing the beauty 
of the subject. 


JEAN-FRANGOIS MILLET 


childbirth 


natural childbirth 1. \fed. with 
minimal medical or technological intervention. 

natural death 7. death by age or disease, not by 
accident, poison, violence, etc. 

natural food 7. food without preservatives etc. 

natural gas 7. an inflammable mainly methane 
gas found im the Earth’s crust, not manufactured. 
D> GAs TICLD, OM, PLATFORM, 

natural history 7. 1 the study of animals or 
plants, esp. as set forth for popular use. 2 the facts 
concerning the flora and fauna etc. of a particular 
place or class (@ natural hastory of the Isle of Wight). 
0 natural historian /. 

naturalism 7, A the theory or practice in art and 
hterature of representing nature, character, etc. 
realisucally and in great detail. 0 naturalistic ad). 
naturalistically adr. 


naturalist 7. 1 an expert in natural history. 2 a 
person who believes in or practises naturalism, 
naturalize vir (also -ise) 1 admit (a 
foreigner) to the citizenship of a country. 
2 introduce (an animal, plant, ete.) into 
another region so that it flourishes in the 
wild. 3 adopt (a foreign word, custom, etc.) 
O naturalization 7. 
natural law n. 1 Philos. unchanging moral 
principles common to all human beings. 2 an 
observable law relating to natural phenomena. 
» natural logarithm 7, a logarithm to the 


base ¢12.71828 


naturally adv. 1 in a natural manner. 2 as a 
natural result. 3 (qualifying a whole sentence) as 
nught be expected; of course. 

natural note 7. Af. a note that is neither sharp 
nor flat. 

natural numbers 77,/)/. the integers 1, 2, 3.1% 

natural resources 7/.//. materials or conditions 
occurring in nature and capable of economic 
exploitation, 

natural science 77, the sciences used in the study of 
the physical world, e.g, physics, chemistry, geology, 
biology, botany, 

natural selection 7. the Darwinian theory of the 
survival and propagation of 
adapted to their environment. 


organisms best 
natural wastage 7. = wssivct. 3. 
nature 7. 1 a thing's or person's innate or essential 
qualities or character. 2 (often Nature, a the phys- 
ial power causing all the phenomena of the 
material world. b these phenomena, including 
3 a kind. sort. o1 
4 the general characteris- 
humankind. 5 inherent 
unpulses determining character or action. 6 hered- 
influence on or 


plants animals, landscape te 
class (things of this nature 
tics and feelings of 
itv as an determinant ol 
personality, G by nature innately. from nature 


Art usmg natural objects as models. in (or of ) the 
nature of characteristically resembling or belong- 
ine to the class of (the answer was in the nature of an 
excuse). in the nature of things inevitable. @ adv. 
inevitably. [from Latin natura, based on natus ‘born’| 

natured ad. (in comb.) having a specified disposition 
( good-natured; ill-natured ). 

nature reserve 7. a tract of land managed so as to 
preserve its flora, fauna, physical features, etc. 

nature study 7. the practical study of plant and 
animal life etc. as a school subject. 

nature trail 7. a signposted path through the coun- 
tryside designed to draw attention to natural 
phenomena. 

naturism 7. nudism. O naturist n. GS ad). 

naturopathy 7. the treatment or prevention of 
disease etc. without drugs, usu. involving diet, exer- 
cise, Inassage, etc. O haturopath 7. naturopathic 
ad). : ; 

naught e 7. 1 archaic or literary nothing, nought. 
2 US=noucur |. @ ad. (usu. predic.) archaic or literary 
worthless; useless. O come to naught }e ruined or 
baffled. set at naught disregard; despise. [Old 
English] 

naughty adj. (naughtier, naughtiest) I (esp. of 
children) disobedient; baclly behaved. 2 collog. joc. 
indecent (a naughty postcard). {Middle English] 
Oo naughtily ad. naughtiness n. 

nausea /naw-zid/ 7. 1 an inclination to vomit. 
2 loathing; revulsion. [based on Greek naus ‘ship"| 


nauseate 7. /7, affect with nausea: disgust (was nauseated 
by the smell). O nauseating adj. nauseatingly adi. 

nauseous ad. 1 affected with nausea, sick 
( felt nauseous all day). 2 causing nausea, offensive to 
the taste or smell. 3. disgusting; loathsome. 
oO nauseously adi. 

nautical ad. of or concerning sailors or navigation: 
naval; maritime. [based on Greek nauté\ ‘sailor’ 
D nautically ad: 

nautical mile 7. a unit of approx. 2,025 yards 
(1.852 metres). 

nautilus 7. (//. 
nautiluses 01 
nautili /-lv/) » 
any cephalopod 
of the genus 
Nautilus with 
a light brittle 
spiral — shell, 
esp. pearly 
nautilus; 
one 


buoyancy 
_ Chambers 


dtp 
septum 


having a 
chambered 
shell with nacre- 
Ous septa, & SHIM. 
[from Greek nauti- GROSS-SECTION OF A 
los ‘sailor, nautilus’| NAUTILUS SHELL 


CS 


NAUTILUS: 


naval 


naval adj. 1 of, in, for, etc. the navy or a navy. 2 of 
or concerning ships (a naval battle). [based on Latin 
navis ‘ship’ 

naval academy 1. a college for trainmg naval offi- 
AOS, 

naval architecture 7. the designing of ships. 
0 naval architect n. 

naval stores 7.)/, all materials used im shipping. 

navarin 7. a casserole of mution or lamb with 
vegetables. [French] 

nave! n. ¥ the central part of a church, usu. from | 
the west door to the chancel and excluding the side 
aisles. > carneprat. [from Latin navrs ‘ship’| 


Slying 
buttress 


side aisle nave \ side aisle 
NAVE: CROSS-SECTION OF A 13 TH-CENIURY 


FRENCH GHURGH SHOWING ‘THE NAVE 


nave? 7. the hul) of a wheel. {Old English] 

navel 7. a rounded knotty depression in the centre 
of the belly caused by the detachment of the 
umbilical cord. [Old English] 

navel orange 7. a large seedless orange with a 
navel-like formation at the top. > cirrus revi 

navigable adj. (of a river, the sea, etc.) allording a 
passage for ships. [from Latin — nazigabilis] 
O navigability 1. 

navigate 7. 1 a 7, manage or direct the course of (a 
ship, aircraft, etc.). b ifr find one’s way; steer the 
correct course. 2 ¢ a sail on or across (a sea, river, 
etc.). b travel or fly through {the air). 3 in (of a 
passenger in a vehicle) assist the driver by map- 
reading etc. 4 intr sail a ship; sail in a ship. [based 
on Latin navis ‘ship’ + agere “to drive’] 

navigation 7. 1 the act or process of navigating. 
2 any of several methods of determing or plan- 
ning a ship’s or aircratt’s position and course. 
O navigational ad). 

navigator 7. 1 a person skilled or engaged in nayi- 
gation, 2 an explorer by sea. 

mavvy /na-vi/ Bri. @ n. (pl. -ies) a labourer 
employed in building or excavating roads, canals, 
etc. @ vii. (-1es, -ted) work as a navvy. 

navy /nay-vi/ e 7. (pi. -ies) 1 (often the Navy 
a the whole body of a state’s ships of war. includ- 
ing crews, maintenance systems, etc. b the officers 
and men of a navy. 2 (in full navy blue) a dark 
blue colour as used in naval uniform. e ad). (in full 
navy blue; hyphenated when aft.) dark blue. 
[based on Latin nave “ship’| 

nawab /na-wahb/ n. 1 the title of a distinguishecl 
Muslim i Pakistan. 2 Ais/. the ude of a governor or 
nobleman m India. [from Arabic nd 7b “deputy | 

nay e adv. 1 or rather; and even; and more than that 
(impressive, nay, magnificent). 2 archaic = no? adv. 1. 
en. 1 the word ‘nay’. 2 a negative vote. [from Old 
Norse ne| 


naysay v. (3rd sing. present -says; past and past part. 
-said) esp. US 1 intr, utter a denial or refusal. 
2 t. refuse or contradict. O maysayer 7. 

Nazarene e 7. 1 a (prec. by the) Christ. b (esp. in 
Jewish or Muslim use) a Christian. 2 a native or 
inhabitant of Nazareth. @ ad. of or concerning 
Nazareth, Nazarenes, etc. [from Greek .\azarenos} 

Nazi /naht-si/ @ 7. (p/. Nazis) 1 hist. a member of 
the German National Socialist party. 2 derog a 
person holding extreme racist or authoritarian 
views or behaving brutally. @ adj. of or concerning 
the Nazis, Nazism, etc. [represenung pronunciation 
of Nati in German WNationalsozialist] 0 Nazidom n. 
Nazify «./x. (-ies, -ied). Naziism 7. Nazism n. 

NB «bdr. nota bene. 

Nb symb. Chem. the element niobium. 

NCO abbr. non-commissioned officer. 

Nd symb. Chem. the element neodymium. 

NE abby. 1 north-east. 2 north-eastern. 

Ne symb. Chem. the element neon, 

Neanderthal /ni-an-cer-tahl/ adj. ¥ of or belong- 
ing to a type of fossil human widely distributed in 
palacolithic Europe, with a retreating forehead 
and prominent brow-ridges. [fram .Neanderthal, a 
region in Germany where 
remains were found] 


retreating 


Jorehead 


prominent “ 
brow'-ridge 


é NEANDERTHAL SKULL 


neap ». (in full neap tide: a tide just after the first 
and third quarters of the Moon when there is least 
difference between high and low water. > tut. [Old 
English] 

Neapolitan @ ». a native or citizen of Naples in 
Italy. @ adj. of or relating to Naples. [based on 
Greek .Veapolis new town, Naples’] 

near @ adi. 1 {often foll. by fo) to or at a short 
distance in space or me; close by (/he time drew near; 
dropped near to them). 2 closely {as near as one can guess) 
@ prep. (compar. & superl. also used) 1 to or at a short 
distance (in space, tume, condition, or resemblance) 
from islood near the back: oecurs nearer the end: the Sun is 


NEBULA 


Nebulae are often called the birth- 
place of the stars. Dense regions 
of gas and dust contract and 
heat up under their own 
gravity, forming proto- 
stars. Uhe rising heat 
can trigger a 
nuclear reaction 
that creates 

a& sla. 


dense region of 
dust and gas 


dark globules 
af dust and gas 
forming protostars —~ 


nebulous 


near setting). 2 (in comb.) that is almost (near-hysterical: 
a near-Communist). @ adj. 1 close at hand; close to, in 
place or time (dhe end w near; in the near future). 
2 closely related (a near relation). 3 (of a part of a 
vehicle, animal, or road) left (the near foreleg). 4 close; 
narrow (a near escape; a near guess). 5 similar (to) (4s 
nearer the original). 6 niggardly. mean. @ v. 1 &. 
approach; draw near to (neared the harbour). 2 intr. 
draw near (could distinguish them as they neared). 
01 come (or go) near (foll. by verbal noun, or /o + 
verbal noun) be on the point of; almost succeed in 
(came near to falling). go near (foll. by lo + infin.) 
narrowly fail. near at hand 1 within easy reach. 
2 in the immediate future. nearest and dearest 
one’s closest friends and relatives collectively. near 
the knuckle Brit. colloy. verging on the indecent. 
[from Old Norse ner ‘closer’] Q nearish adj. near- 
ness /. 
nearby e adj. situated in a near position (a nearby 
holel). @ adv. (also near by) close; not far away. 
Near East ». (prec. by ¢he) = Mipoie Easr. o Near 
Eastern ad). 
nearly adv. almost. 0 not nearly nothing like; far 
from (not nearly enough). 
near miss 7. 1 a bomb etc. falling close to the 
target. 2 a situation in which a collision is narrowly 
avoided. 
nearside n. (often afirih.) esp. Brit. the left side of a 
vehicle, animal, or road. 
near sight 7. esp. US'= stort sicur. 
near-sighted adj. esp. US = sHoxi-sicHiib. O near- 
sightedly adv. near-sightedness ». 
near thing 7. Bri. a narrow escape. 
neat ad. 1 tidy and methodical. 2 clegantly 
sunple in form etc. 3 (of language, style, etc.) 
brief, clear, and pointed. 4 a cleverly executed (a 
neal prece of work). b deft; dexterous. 5 (of esp. alco- 
holic hquor) undiluted. 6 .\V. Amer slang (as a general 
term of approval) good, pleasing, excellent. [based 
on Latin mfée ‘to shine’| 0 neatly ad. neatness n. 
neaten ¢./: make neat. 
neath prep. poel. beneath. 
nebula n. (//. nebulae /-lee/ or nebulas) Astron. 
1 ¥ a cloud of gas ancl dust. sometimes glowing 
and sometimes appearing as a dark silhouette 
against other glowing matter. > star. 2 a bright 
area caused by a galaxy, or a large cloud of distant 
stars. [Latin, literally ‘mist’] 0 nebular adj. 
nebulizer 2. (also -iser) a device for producing a 
fine spray of liquid. [based on Latin nebula ‘mist’| 
0 nebulize 7./i; :also -ise). 
nebulous adj. 1 cloudlike. 2 a formless, clouded. 
b hazy, indistinct, vague (put forward a fe nebulous 
ideas). 3 Astron. of or like a nebula or nebulae. [from 


STRUCTURE OF AN 
EMISSION NEBULA 


young star 
- a 


hol reddish 


‘ 


hudrogen ea 
livdrogen gas 


NEC 


Latin nebulosus] 0 nebulosity 71. nebulously ad:. 
nebulousness 1. 

NEC abbr, National Executive Comunittee. 

necessarily adv. as a necessary result; inevitably. 

necessary @ adj. 1 requiring to be done, achieved, 
etc.; requisite, essential. 2 determined, existing, or 
happening by natural laws, predestination, etc., not 
by free will; inevitable. @ x. (fl. -ies) (usu. in pl.) any 
of the basic requirements of life, such as food, 
warmth, ctc. d the necessary collog. 1 Brit. money. 
2 an action, item, etc., needed for a purpose (they 
will do the necessary). [from Latin necesse ‘needful’ 

necessitate v./y. make necessary (esp. as a result) 
(will necessitate some sacrifice). [based on medieval 
Latin neressitatus ‘compelled’ | 

necessitous adj. poor; necdy. 

necessity 7. (//. -ies) 1 a an indispensable thing; a 
necessary. b (usu. foll. by of) indispensability. 2 a 
state of things or circumstances enforcing a certain 
course (there was a necessity to hurry). 3 imperative 
need (necessity is the mother of invention). 4 want: 
poverty; hardship. 0 of necessity unavoidably. 
{from Latin necessztas] 

neck en. 1 a W the part of the body connecting the 
head to the shoulders. b the part of a shirt, dress, 
etc. round or close to the neck. 2 something resem- 
bling a neck, such as the narrow part of a cavity or 
vessel, an isthmus, etc. 3 the part of a violin etc. 
bearing the fingerboard. > srrincep. 4 the length of 
a horse’s head and neck as a measure of its lead in 
a race. 5 the flesh of an animal’s neck (neck of lamb). 
6 Bri. slang impudence | youve got a neck, asking that), 
e wintry. G tr. collog. kiss and caress amorously. O get 
it in the neck rolloq. 1 receive a severe reprimand 
or punishment. 2 suffer a fatal or severe blow. neck 
and neck running level in a race etc. up to one’s 
neck often foll. by 7) collog. very deeply involved: 
very busy. [Old Enghsh] a necked adj. (also in 
comb.). necker ». neckless adj. 


carolid artery 


salivary gland 


thyroid 
jugular cartilage 


th 
; A nore 


leh den 


trachea thyroud gland 


NECK: 
HUALNN NECK 


SRE Ga Eee en 
FRONI 
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neckband 7. a stip of material round the neck of 
a varmicnt. 

neckerchief 7. a square of cloth worn round the 
neck, 

necklace e 7. 1 a chain or a string of beads, 
precious stones, etc., worn as an ornament round 
the neck. 2 S.4/r a tyre soaked or filled with petrol, 
placed round a victim's neck, and set alight. @ 2/r 
Su1f kill with a ‘necklace’ 

necklet 7. 1 = nicn.aci nm. 1. 2 a strip of fur worn 
round the neck. 

neckline 1. the edge or shape of the opening of a 
garment at the neck (@ square neckline), 

neck of the woods 1. co/loy. a locality, esp. Brit. a 
remote one 

necktie 7. esp. ('S= 11.7. 2. 

neckwear »#). collars, ties, ete, 

necro- con. form cor poe [trom Creek nekros| 

necromancy #. 1 (he prediction of the future by 


3 It 


supposed communication with the dead. 2 witch- 
craft, 0 necromancer 7. necromantic adj. 
necrophilia 7. (also necrophily) a morbid and 

esp. erotic attraction to corpses, [based on Greek 

nekros “corpse’} 0 necrophile 7. necrophihac n 

necrophilic adj. necrophilism 2. 

| necropolis 7. an ancient cemetery or burial place. 

[based on Greek polis ‘city’] 

necrosis 7. Afed. & Physiol. the death of tssuc 
caused by injury or disease, esp. gangrene or 
pulmonary tuberculosis. o necrotic ad. necrotize 
vinir. (also -ise). 

nectar 7. 1 a sugary substance produced by plants 
to attract pollinating insects and made into honey 
by bees. 2 (in Greek and Roman mythology) the 
drink of the gods. 3.a drink compared to this. [from 
Greek nektar| 0 nectariferous adj. nectarous ad). 

nectarine 7. & a variety of peach with smooth 
skin, [originally as adj. in sense ‘nectar- 
like’ 

neddy nx. (pi. -ies) Bri. 
collog. a donkey. [diminu- 
tive of Ned, pet form of 
the name Edvard] 

née /nay/ ad. (US 
also nee) (indicating 
a married woman's 
maiden name) born 
(Ars Ann Smith, née jones). 
[VFrench, 

need e 7/1 stand in want 


of; require. 2 (foll. by to + NECTARINE 
infin.; 3rd sing. present neg. or (Prunus persica 
interrog. need without fo) be varicty) 


under the necessity or obliga- 
tion (i needs to be done carefully, he need not come, need you 
ask?). @ n. 1a want or requirement (mm needs are fev’; 
the need for grealer freedom: my greatest need is a car). 
2 circumstances requiring seme course of action; 
necessity (/here ts no need to worry, if need arise). 3 desti- 
tution; poverty. O at need in time of need. have 
need of require; want. in need requiring help. im 
need of requiring. need not have did not need to 
(but did. [Old English | 

needful «dj. 1 requisite; necessary. 2 (prec. by the) 
a what is necessary. b collog. money or action needed 
for a purpose. o needfully ad. needfulness 2. 

needle e 7. 1 aa very thin small picce of smooth 
steel etc. pointed at one end and with a slit (eye) for 
thread at the other, used in sewing. & 
MACHINL, SICH, ba larger plastic, wooden, etc. slen- 
der stick without an eye, used in knitting, 2 


SEWING 


pomter on a dial (see Macntiic sreou.). 3 any of 


several small thin pointed instruments, esp.: a the 
end of a hypodermic syringe. b = siviws 1, 4a an 
obelisk ( Gleopatra’ Needle). ba 
pointed rock or peak. 3 4 

the of a fir or pine . 
Iree. 6 (usu. 
prec. st the) Bri. 
slang a ht of bael 
temper or ner- 
yvousness — (gol 

the needle while 
waiting). @ vin = => 
collog. mcite 
or irritate; pro- 
voke (refused to be 
needled by — him). 
[Old English] 


needlecord 7. Bri. 


> LbAL. 


NEEDLES (OF 


NOPINE PRU 


a fine-ribbed corduroy fabric. 

needlecraft ». skill in needlework. 

needle-lace #7. lace made with needles not bobbins. 

needlepoint 7. 1 a very sharp point. 2 = siuoi- 
LACE. 3 = GROs POINE OF PETIT POINT I 

needless ad). 1 unnecessary. 2 uncalled lor; gratuit- 
ous. O needless to say of course; it gocs without 
saying. O needlessly adi. needlessness 7. 

needle time n. Br/. an agreed maximum allowance 
of time for broadcasting recorded niusic. 


negative feedback 


needlewoman 7. (/)/. -women) 1 a seamstress. 2 a 
woman or girl with specified sewing skill (a good 
needlewoman). 

needlework 7. sewing or embroidery, 

needn’t conti. need not. on 

needs ady. (usu. prec. or foll. by must) archac of 
necessity (must needs decide). 

needy adj. (needier, neediest) 1 (of a person) 
poor; destitute. 2 (of circumstances) characterized 
by poverty. O neediness n. 

ne’er adz. poet. = NEVLR. 

ne’er-do-well e n. a good-for-nothing person. 
@ adj. zood-for-nothing. 

nefarious adj. wicked; iniquitous. [based on Latin 
nefas ‘wrong’| G nefariously adv. nefariousness n. 

neg 7. collog. a photographic negative. 

neg. abbr. negative. 

negate vi 1 nullify, make ineffective, 
destroy. 2 deny, deny the existence of. 
3 Gram. make (a clause, sentence, etc.) 
negative in meaning. [based on Latin 
negatus ‘denied’] 

negation 7. 1 (often foll. by of) a the 

act of contradicting or denying 
statement or allegation. b an instance 
of this: a contradiction or denial. 
2 the absence or opposite of something 
actual or positive (death is the negation of life). 

3 Gram. a the grammatical process by which the 

truth of a clause or sentence is denied, involving 

the use of a negative word, e.g. not, no, never. b an 

instance of this. 4 a negative or unreal thing; a 

nonentity. O negatory ad). 

negative e adj. 1 cxpressing or implying denial, 
prohibition, refusal (a negative vote; a negative 
answer\. 2 (of a person or attitude) lacking positive 
attributes; apathetic; pessimistic. 3 marked by the 
absence of qualities (a negative reaction, a negative result 
Srom the test). & of the opposite nature to a thing 
regarded as positive Ydebt is negative capital). 5. Gram. 
(of a word, clause, eft.) expressing negation. 6 (of a 
quantity) less than zero, to be subtracted from 
others or from zero. 7 Electr. a of the kind of charge 

carried by electron, b containing or producing 
such a charge. @ n. 1 a negative statement or reply. 
2 Photog a W an image with black and white 
reversed or colouw$ replaced by complementary 
ones, from: which positive pictures are obtained. 
b a developed film or plate bearing such an 
image. 3 Gram. = necaror 2. @ uf, 1 refuse to accept 
or countenance; veto; reject. 2 disprove (an inference 
or hypothesis). 3 contradict (a statement). 4 neutral- 
ize (an effect), O in the negative with negative 
cllect; so as to reject a proposal ete.: no (the answer was 
in the negative). [basecl on Latin negare negal- ‘to deny’ | 
O negatively adv. negativeness 1). negativity 7. 


POSPLIV E PICTURE 


NEGATIVE, 
IMAGE 


NEGATIVE 


negative equity 7. the indebtedness arismg when 
the market value of a property falls below the 
outstanding amount of a mortgage secured on it. 

negative feedback v. 1 the return of part of an 
output signal to the input, tending to decrease the 
amplification etc. 2 esp. Biol. the diminution or 
counteracuion of an effect by its own influence on 


negative pole 


the process giving rise to it. 3. a negative response to 
a questionnaire, an experiment, etc. 

negative pole 7. the south-secking pole of a 
Magnet. & MAGNETIC PIELD 

negative prescription 7. the time limit within 
which an action or claim can be raised. 

negative sign 7. a syinbol ( 
uion or a value less than zero. 

negativism 7. 1 a negative position or attitude; 
extreme scepticism, criticism, etc. 2 denial of 
accepted beliefs. o negativist 7. negativistic ad). 

negator 7. 1 a person who denies somcthing. 
2 Gram. a word or particle expressing negation, €.g, 
not. don't. 


indicating subtrac- 
g 


neglect e w/z 1 fail to care for or to do; be remiss 
about (neglected their duty: neglected his children). 2 (foll. 
by verbal noun, or /o + infin.) fail; overlook or forget 
the need to (neglected to inform them; neglected telling 
them). 3 not pay attention to; disregard (neglected the 
obvious warning). @ n. 1 lack of caring; negligence (the 
house suffered from neglect). 2 a the act of neglecting. 
b the state of being neglected (the house fell into 
neglect). 3 (usu. foll. by of) disregard. [based on 
Latin neglectus ‘disregarded’] O neglectful ad). 
neglectfully adi. 

negligee /neg-li-zhay/ n. (also negligée, négligeé) 
a woman’s dressing gown of thin fabric. [French, 
literally ‘neglected’] 

negligence 7. 1 a lack of proper care and attention; 
carelessness. 2 an act of carelessness. [from Latin negh- 
gentia ‘disregard’| 0 negligent ad, negligently adi. 

negligible adj. not worth considering; insignificant. 
[obsolete French] o neghgibility 7. negligibly adv. 

negotiable adj. 1 open to discussion or modlifica- 
tion. 2 able to be negotiated. 

negotiate «, 1 mir (usu. foll. by zezth) confer in order 
to reach an agreement. 2 ¢; arrange (a matter) or 
bring about by negotiating 
setilement). 3 tr find a way over, through, etc. (an 
obstacle, difliculty, etc.). 4 tx a transfer (a cheque 
etc.) to another for a consideration. b convert {a 
cheque ete., into money. [based on Latin negoiium 
‘business’] 0 negotiation ””. negotiator 77. 


a result negotiated a 


Negress 1. a female Negro 


a Usage The term Negess is now often considere¢ 
offensive; d/ack is usually preterred. 


Negritude ». 1 the quality or state of being black 
2 the affirmation or consciousness of the value of 
black culture. 

Negro e 1. (//. -oes) a member of a dark-skinne« 
race originally native to Africa. @ adj. of or 


concerning Negroes. [from Latin niger mg “black | 


a Usage The term , \eg70 is now often considere: 
offensive; black is usually preferred. 


Negroid e adj. 1 resembling or haying some of the 
characteristic physical features of black people, c.g. 
dark skin, tightly curled hair, and a broad flattish 

. 2 of or concerning blacks. @ n 


nos¢ black person 
from 


auth- 


Negro spiritual 7. a religious song denyec 
the musical traditions of black people in the 
ern US 

neigh e 7. the high whinnying sound of a 
e wintr. make such a sound. [Old English| 


OSE 


neighbour (//S neighbor) @ 7. 1 a person living 
next door to or near or nearest another, 2 a fellow 
human being. 3 a person or thing near or next to 
another, 4 (alirh.) neighbouring, @ v. 1: border on: 
adjoin. 2 infty, (often foll. by on, upon) border; adjoin. 
[Old English, trom neah ‘nigh’ + gehur “a tenant- 
farmer’| O neighbouring ad). neighbourless «id. 
neighbourship 7 
neighbourhood ; 
hood) 1 a district, esp. 
community within town or city 
2 the people of a district. o in the \ 
neighbourhood of roughly; about \ 
urhoud £100 


(US neighbor- 
ne forming a 


pard in the neighb 


neighbourhood watch 7. sysicmatic local 


‘ NEOCLASSICAL 


In the late 18th and early 
| 19th centuries, Europe 
| became fascinated with the 
| cultures of classical Greece 
and Rome. This interest was 
in part stimulated by the 
discovery and excavation of 
the remains of a number of 
ancient sites. Artists and 
architects were greatly influ- 
enced by the ancient 
civilizations. and imitated 
their style very deliberately. 


neoplasm 


The Oath of the Hmaty 1784), JACQUES-LOUIS DAVID 


[8TH-CENTURY FRENGH : 
NEOCLASSICAL CHURCH al 


wn 


lympanum , 


pediment «fae fren 


triple 


cornice 
f lez ; . 


ac hitreds« 


Composite 


capital 
soch 


LINMELINE 


1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 


vigilance by householders to discourage crime, esp. 
against property 

neighbourly adj. | { S neighborly) charactcrisuc ol 
a good neighbour; friendly: kind. o neighbourli- 
ness //. 

neither e de/. & pron. with a sing, verb not the onc 
nor the other (of two things); not either neither wesh 


way granted: neither of them knows: neither went lo the fan 


e@ ad?. 1 not either: not on the one hand ‘foll. by no 
introducing the first of two or more things in the 
negative: neither knowing nor caring; neither the leache 
nor the parents nor the children). 2 not either: also not (7 
you do nol, netther shall 1). 3 with nee) disp. either (/ 
don't know thal neither). \Old Euglish | 

a Usage It is generally considered wrong to 1 
neither instead of either in sense 3 of the adverb to 
strengthen a preceding negative 
nelly 7. 0 not on your nelly /3) certainly 
Nol. 
nelson 7. a wrestling hold in which one arm i 


passecl under the opponent's arm from behind and 
the hand is applied to the neck (half nelson), o1 


both arms and hands are applied \full nelson 


nematode 1. ¥ a worm of the phylum Nematoda. 
slendei 


unsegmented evlindrical 
[based on Greek néma némat 
thie acl | 


with a hape. 


{ATODE 


hditis clecans 


1750 1800 1850 1800 


keyston 


_ entablature 


2 flute d 
column 


shaft | 


colonnad 


1950 2000 


nem. con. abbr with no one dissenting. [Latin 


nemine contradicente| 

nemesis /nem-i-sis/ 7. (//. nemeses; 1 retribu- 
live justice. 2 a downfall caused by this. [Greck, 
literally ‘righteous indignauion’, personified as 


goddess of retribuuon| 

neo- comb. form’ 1 new, modern. 2 a new or revived 
form of. [Greek] 

neoclassical ad). also neoclassic A of or relating 
to a revival of 


arts. G neoclassicism 77. neoclassicist /i. 


i classical stvle or treatment in the 
neocolonialism 7. the use of economi 
etc. pressures to influence other 
former de pencdenc 1¢s. O neocolonialist 7. G ad). 


political, 
countrie sp. 


neodymium ». Chem. a silver-grey naturally occur- 
ring metallic element of the lanthanide series 
neolithic ad. Archaeol. of or relatine to the later 


Stone Age. [based on Greek /ithos ‘stone’] 


neologism n. 1 a new word or xpression. 2 ih 


coining or use of new words. 0 neologist 7. neo- 
logize v.2nir also -ise 

neon 7. Ghem. an incrt 2 mus clement giving an 
orange glow when electricity is passed through v1 
neon sien). | Greek, literally “n things | 

neonate 7. a newborn child sor mammal [based 
on Latin nates born] G neonatal ar) 

neophobia 7». a fear or dislike of what | \ 

neophyte 7. 1 a n nvert, esp. to a rehgiou 


faith. 2 RC Ch religious order. b ; 


aa novice of 


newly ordained priest. 3 beginix \ 
[from NT Greek / mY planted | 
neoplasm 1 new and abnormal growth 


of tissue im son tt 


: qc neoplastic 


neoprene 


neoprene 7. a synthetic rubber-like polymer. fon 
the pattern of chloroprene etc.| 
Nepalese /nep-al-eez/ adj. & n. ( pl. same) = Neva. 
Nepali /ni-paw-li/ e 7. (pl. same or Nepalis) 
1 a a native or national of Nepal in central Asia. 
b a person of Nepali descent. 2 the language of 
Nepal. @ adj. of or relating to Nepal or its language 
or people. 
nephew 2. a son of one’s brother or sister, or of 
one’s brother-in-law or sister-in-law. [from Latin 
nepos ‘grandson, nephew’ } 
nephrite 7. <a green, yellow, or white 
calcium magnesium silicate form of 
jade. [based on Greek  nephros 
‘kidney’, with reference to its 
supposed efficacy in treating 
kicney disease] 
nephritic ad. 1 of or in 
the kidneys; renal. 2 of or 
relating to nephritis. 


nephritis 7. inflamma- 
tion of the kidneys. [based 
on Greek nephros “kidney: | 
ne plus ultra /nay/ n. 
1 the furthest attainable 
point. 2 the culmination, 
acme, or perfection. [Latin, hterally “not further 
beyond’, supposed inscription on the Pillars of 
Hercules (at the Strait of Gibraltar) prohibiting 
passage } 


NEPHRITE 


nepotism 7. favouritism shown to relauves or 
friends in conferring offices. [based on Italian nepoti 
‘nephew’, originally used of illegitimate sons of 
popes] O nepotist 1. nepotistic ad). 

Neptune ». ¥ a clistant planet of the solar system, 
eighth from the Sun, discovered in 1846 from 
mathematical computations. > 
[Middle English from French Neptune or Latin 
Neplunus, the god of the sea] 

neptunium 7. Ghen. a radioactive transurani 
metallic clement produced when uraniuta atoms 
absorb bombarding neutrons. [based on the planct 
\eptune, on the pattern of uranium] 


SOLAR  SYSTLM. 


nerd 7. \also nurd) orig. US slang a foolish, feeble. or 
uninteresing person. [20th-century comage| 
O nerdy ad), 

nereid /neer-i-id/ 7. 1 A\/pthol. asea nymph. 2 \ool. 
a carnivorous marine polychacte worm of the 
ragworm family Nercidae. [from Greek , Verés -tdos, 
daughter of the sca-god Nereus] 

nerve ev. 1 aa fibre or bundle of fibres that trans- 
mits impulses of sensation or motion between the 
brain or spinal cord and other parts of the body; 

SYStLM, skIN. b the tissue consutuung 

these. 2 a coolness in danger; bravery, b collog. 

3 yin pi.) a state of 


heightened nervousness or sensitivity; a condiuon 


[> NLRVOUS 


impucence (hey ve gat a nerve). 


NEPTUNE 


The planet Neptune is 
believed to consist o| 


helium. and methane 


| asmall solid core — rock 


surrounded by a #l#eale 
muxture of hquids 
and gases. It has 
lour unstable 
rings ancl cight 


core 


known moons. 


Getdok  — 


Spot ‘ — - 


NibP AL Nie. 
WOR INTERNS 
SIEREGTUERI 
REA LALLD 


almoyphere of hydroge n, 


NERVOUS SYSTEM 


The nervous system is a net- 
work of fibres and neurones 
controlling the actions and 
reactions of the body. The 
central nervous system 
(CNS) comprises the brain 
and spinal cord, which 
receive and integrate 
signals relayed from the 
sense organs (such as 

the eyes, nose, and 

cars) via the peripheral 
nervous system. The 

latter inclucles the spinal sf Ky 
autonomic nervous ganglion [Wf 
system, which controls 

unconscious functions. 
such as heartbeat and 
breathing. 


dram 


opie Mere 


faceal Here 


vagus 
nerve 


HUMAN 
NERVOUS SYSTEM 


SECTION THROUGH 
\ NERVE 


ganglion 


epineurium 
tibial 
nerve 


dorsal 
CULANCOUS 
nerve 
axon | | - . 

it prvi AG 


| fascicle (bundle) 


of mental or physical stress (need to calm my nerves). 
4a rib of a leaf, esp. the midrib. @ ufz 1 (usu. refl.) 
brace (oneself) to face danger, suffering, etc. 2 give 
strength, vigour, or courage to, O get on a 
person’s nerves irritate or annoy a person. 
{Middle English in sense ‘sinew’: from Latin nervus] 
Onerved ad). also in condh,). 


mantle of icy Galle ring , Le Verrie 
water. methane. ring 


and animonia 


, Plateau 


dark spol 


darker hydrogen 


— stlphide clouds 


i= 


y | 
on {dams 
vA 
ihe, main 
” ~- cloud 
~~ ee deck 
_ 
—-— Snvall 


SOLAR SYSTEM — Earth 
40 — SOF 
Neptune Sun 


nervure 


cerebellum 


median 
nerve 


radial 
nerve 


| ulnar nerve 


“Ne : 
S brachial plexus 

\ lateral pectoral nerve 
= spinal cord 

\. intercostal nerve 
a ~ 

~ subcostal nerve 
\ ihohypogastric nerve 


ilioinguinal nerve 


——~ _ femoral nerve 


_. sciatic nerve 
_ common peroneal nerve 


_ deep peroneal nerve 


superficial 
peroneal nerve 


a 


medial dorsal 
cutaneous nerve 


INLETOSSCOUS 
\ nerve 


saphenous nerve 


/ dorsal digital 


Preitie 


lateral plantar — 
nerve 


medial plantar 
nerve 


nerve cell 7. an clongated branched cell transmit- 
ting impulses in nerve tissue. & NIL RONE 

nerve centre 7.°1 a group of closely connected 
nerve cells associated in performing some function. 
2 the centre of control of an organization etc. 

nerve gas ?. a poisonous gas aflecting the nervous 
system, 

nerveless ad. 1 inert, lacking vigour or spirit. 
2 confident; not nervous. 3 Anal. & ool, without 
nerves. O nervelessly ad. nervelessness n. 

nerve-racking ad). stressful, frightening, 

nervo- cv. form (also nerv- before a vowel) a nerve 
or the nerves. 

nervous adj. 1 having delicate nerves. 2 timid or 
anxious. 3 a excitable; easily agitated. b resulting 
from this temperament (nervous tensions. 4 affecting 
or acting on the nerves. 5 (foll. by o/+ verbal noun) 
reluctant, afraid (am them). 
O nervously adi. nervousness /. 


nervous of meeting 

nervous breakdown /. a period of mental illness, 
usu. resulting from severe depression or anxicty. 

mervous system 7». A the bodys network of 
specialized cells which transmit nerve impulses 
DB PLRIPELRAL NERVOUS SYS TLM 

nervous wreck 7. collog. a person suffering from 
mental stress, exhaustion, ete. 

nervure 7. L cach of the hollow tubes that form the 
framework of an insect’s wing; a venule. 2 the prin- 
cipal vein of a leaf. (from French nerf*nerve’| 


nervy 


NEST 


Many animals invest a lot of time and energy 


in building a nest. Construction may often 
involve complex techniques, such 
as weaving grass. It may also 
require a very specific building 
material, such as the ‘paper’ 
made by wasps, or the mixture 


TERMITE NEST 
(MOUND) 


nervy adj. (nervier. nerviest) esp. Bril. nervous: 
easily excited or disturbed. Oo nervily adv. nervi- 
ness 2. 


nescient ad). (foll. by of) literary lacking knowledge: 
ignorant. {from Latin nescient- ‘not knowing’) 
c nescience 7. 

ness n. a headland or promontory. [Old English] 

eness suffix forming nouns from adjectives, and 
occasionally other words, expressing: 1 state or 
condition. or an instance of dhs (hillerness: a kind- 
ness). 2 something in a certain state (ze7vlderness) 

nest e 7. 1 a structure or place where a bird lays 
eggs and shelters its young. 2 A any creature's 
breeding place or lair. 3, a snug retreat or shelter. 
4 (often foll. by of) a place fostering something 
undesirable (a nest of wee). 5 a brood or swarm. 6a 
group or set of similar objects, often of 
different sizes and fitting together for stor- 
age (a nest of lables). @ v.intr. 1 use or build 
a nest. 2 take wild birds’ nests or eggs. 
3 (of objects) fit together or one inside 
another. (Old English] o nestful w. (pi. 
-fuls). nesting 7. 

nest box 7. (also nesting box) a box 
provided for a domestic fowl or other bird to make 
its nest in. 

nest egg 7. a sum of moncy saved for the future. 

nestle v. 1 iniz (often toll. by down, in, etc.) settle 
oneself comfortably. 2 intr, press oneself against 
another in affection etc, 3 ¢ (loll. by m, ilo, ct 
push (a head or shoulder etc.) affectionately or 
snugly. 4 intr lie half hidden or embedded. [Old 
English, related to sisi] 

nestling 7. a bird that 1s too young to Icave its nest. 

net’ e 7. I an open-meshed fabric of cord, rope, 
etc.; a structure resembling this. 2 a piece of net 
used esp. to restrain, contain, or delimit, or to catch 
fish etc. & suinn. ikaw. 3 aa structure with net used 
in various games. > s. b yolien in pl.) a 
practice-ground in cricket, surrounded by nets. 
4 aa network of spics. b a broadcasting network. 
c Computing a network of interconnected computers. 
d (usu. Net) = Inirxai.t.@ viz (netted, netting; la 
cover, confine, or catch with a net. b acquire as 
with a net. 2 hit (a ball) into the net, esp. of a goal. 
3 \usu. as netted ad.) mark with a netlike pattern; 
reticulate. [Old English] o netful n. (//. -fuls,. 

net? (also Brit. nett; @ ad). 1 (esp. of money) remain- 
ing after all necessary deductions, or free from 


BAD MIEN 1¢ 


of mud and saliva made by termites. 


NETSUKE 


KESTREDL NESI 


MOLE NUST 


COMMU NAL 
WEAN LR-BIRD NESTS 


WASP NES | 


deductions, 2 (of a price) to be paid in full: not 
reducible. 3 (of a weight) excluding that of the 
packaging etc. 4 (of an effect etc.) ulate, eflect- 
ive. @ i, /7: (netted, netting) gain or yield (a sum) as 
net profit. [French, hterally “neat’| 
netball 7. a team game in which goals are scored by 
throwing a ball through a high horizontal ring with 
a net suspended from it. 
nethere ad. archaic - ower’. [Old English] 
Oo nethermost cd). 
nether regions 1./)/, (also nether world n.sing) 
hell; the underworld. 
net profit 7. the effective profit, the actual gain 
after working expenses have been paid. 
netsuke /nets-ki/ x. (p/. same or 
netsukes) (in Japan) < a carved 
button-lke ornainent, esp. of tvory 


or wood. | Japanesc| 


2 


netting 7. 1 netted fabric. 2 a 
piece of this. 
nettle e 7. L any plant of the genus 
Utica, esp. C2 diowa, with jagged leaves 
covered with stinging hairs. 2 a plant ~ 
resembling this. @ c.f; 1 irritate, annoy. 


2 sting with netdles. [Old English| . 


nettle-rash 7. Ved. a rash of itching red 

spots on the skin caused by allergic reaction 

to food ete. 

network e 7. 1 an arrangement of intersecting 
horizontal and vertical lines, like the structure of a 
net. 2a complex system of railways, roads, etc. 3a 
group of people who exchange information etc. for 
professional or social purposes. 4 a chain of inter- 
connected computers, machines, or operations. 5 a 
system: of connected electrical conductors. 6 a 
group of broadcasting stations connected for a 
simultancous broadcast of a programme, @ 7, 1 ty 
Brit. broadcast on a network. 2 int establish a 
network. 3 #: link \esp. computers) to operate inter- 
actively, 4 inf, communicate with other people to 
exchange information ete. (sec of 
oO networker n. esp. Computing. networking 7. 


sense 3 7 

neural dj. of or relating to a nerve or the central 
nervous system. [based on Greek neuron “nerve’| 
Oneurally ad: 

neuralgia 7. an intense intermittent pain along the 

of a nerve, the head or 


course face 


co neuralgic ad) 


esp). in 


nett Bri/. var. of Nii. _- 


neurotoxin 


neural network 7. (also neural net) a computer 
system modelled on the human brain and nervous 
system, 

neurasthenia 7. a general term for fatigue, anx- 
iety, listlessness, etc. (not in medical use). [from 
Greek neuron ‘nerve’ +  astheneia ‘weakness’| 
 neurasthenic ad. G n. 

neuritis 7. inflammation of a nerve 
or nerves. 0 neuritic ad). 

neuro- comb. form a nerve or the 
nerves. [from Greek neuron ‘nerve’ | 

neurology 7. the scientific study 
of nerve systems. 0 neurological 
adj. neurologically adv, neurolo- 
gist 1”. 

neuromuscular «dj. of or relating 


synaptic 
knob 


to nerves and muscles. > muscu ; | 
URI, NERVOUS SYSTLM node of 
neurone 7. (also neuron) » a Ranvier, 


specialized cell transmitting nerve N 
impulses. & NexOus sysrrm. [from 
Greek neuron “nerve’] 0 neuronal 


ad). 


a Usage The spelling neuron is 
often preferred to neurone in 
technical use. 


Schwann / 
cell ’ 
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MULTIPOLAR 
NEURONL 


\, 


myelin sheath 


ctl bund) avon 


es 
& 


deudiiti BRE hb F nucleus 


neuropathology 7. the pathology of the nervous 
system. G neuropathological ad. neuropath- 
ologist n. 

neuropathy 7. a disease or dysfunction of one or 
more peripheral nerves. O neuropathic ad). 

neurophysiology 1. the physiology of the nervous 
system. O neurophysiological ad. neurophysi- 
ologist 1. 

neuropteran 7. W any insect of the order 
Neuroptera, including lacewings and ant-lions, 
having four finely veined membranous leaflike 

wings. & insici. O neuropterous ad. [nevro- + 
¥ Greck pleron wing’ | 


NEUROPTERAN: ANT-LION 
(Palpares libelluloides) 


anterior rt ing 


’ & ‘ 
fine veins “s 7 

i. . ~ 
menibranous . 
leaflihe wings 
postertor wing 


neurosis 77. {//. neuroses) a relatively mild mental 
illness involving symptoms of stress (e.g. depres- 
sion, anxicty, obsessive behaviour) without loss of 
contact with reality 

neurosurgery 7. surgery performed on the 
nervous system, esp. the brain and spinal cord. 
O neurosurgeon 7. neurosurgical «d/) 
neurotic e «dj. b caused by or relating to neurosis 
Pe tof / 
abnormally sensitive or obsessive. @ 17 
person. GO neurotically ad:. neuroticism 11. 


a person sullerine from neurosis. 3 


a NCUPrOUE 


neurotoxin / which acts 


Hervous system) 


any poron on 


the 


N 


neurotransmitter 


neurotransmitter 7. Biochem. a — chemical 
substance released from a nerve fibre that clfects 
the wansfer of an impulse to another nerve or 
muscle. & syNapsi 

neuter e «dj. 1 Gram. (of a noun ete.) neither mascu- 
line nor feminine. 2 (of a plant) having neither 
pisuls nor stamen. 3 (of an animal ete.) sexually 
undeveloped; castrated or spayed. @ 7. 1 Gram. a 
neuter word. 2 a a non-ferule msect, esp. a worker 
bee or ant. b a castrated animal. @ w/z castrate or 
spay. [Latin euler ‘neither’ 

neutral e «dj. 1 not helping or supporting cither of 
two opposing sides: impartial. 2 belonging to a 
neutral party, state, ete. (neutral ships). 3 indistinct. 
indeterminate. 4 (of a gear) in which the eneme is 
disconnected from the driven parts. 5 (of colours) 
not strong or positive: grey or beige. 6 Chem. neither 
acid nor alkaline. 7 Elect, neither positive nor nega- 
tive. 8 Biol. sexually undeveloped: asexual. @ 7. 
1 a a neutral state or person. b a subject of a 
neutral state. 2 a neutral gear. [from Latin neutralis 
‘of neuter gender] O neutrality 7. neutrally «//:. 

neutralism 7. a policy of political neutrality. 
O neutralist 7. 

neutralize ¢-/). also -ise) L make neutral. 2 coun- 
terbalance. 3 exempt or exclude (a place) from the 
sphere of hosulitics. 0 neutralization 7. neutral- 
izer /i. 

neutrino 7, ( //. -os) any of a class of stable neutral 
subatomic particles with almost zero mass, which 
travel at the speed of light and rarely interact with 
hormal matter, [Italian] 

neutron 7. a subatomic particle of about the same 
mass as a proton but without an electric charge. 
COM. NEC LLU 

neutron bomb 2. a hom) producing neutrons and 
litle blast. causing damage to life but not to prop- 
erty. 

neutron star #7. a very dense star composed mainly 
of neutrons. & sive 

never adi. 1 a at no time: on no occasion: Not ever. 
b vollog. as an emphatic negative (J never heard you 
come in), 2 notat all never fear). 3 Brit. collog. wexpress- 
ing surprise) surely not ( you never lefl the hey in the 
fock!). OQ mever-never land an imaginary utopian 
place. never say die sce mit', well I never! collay. 
expressing great surprise. [Old English] 

nevermore «di. al no future time. 

never-never 7. (often prec. by fhe) Brit. collog. hire 
purchase, 

nevertheless «a/v. in spite of that; notwithstanding: 
all the same. 

nevus (Svar of nvwavts. 

new e «id. La of recent origin or arrival. b made, 
discovered, acquired, or experienced recently or 
now for the first time, 2 in original condition: not 
worn or used. 3 a renewed or reformed (the nev 
order). bBremvigorated felt like a neve person,. 4 difter- 
ent from a recent previous one (has a nee job), 
5 toften toll. by /o) unfamiliar or strange (a nem sensa- 
tion), 6 yolten Toll, by af vof a person imexpericneed 
vam new at this business. T usu. prec. by they often 
derog, a later, modern (he new morality. b new- 
fanglecl erecently aflected by social change the new 
rich), 8 .often prec. by the, advanced in method on 
theory (he new formula. 9 Gn place names; discov- 
ered or founded later than and named aller Vere 
Dorks, @ ade. usu. 1 comb) VY newly recently (new 
found: new haked,. 2 anew, afresh. [Old Enelish] 
O newish a). newness #. 

New Age ». a broad movement characterized by 
alternative approaches to traditional Western 
culture. with interest in holistic ideas. environmen: 
talism. ete. often altrth: New lve havellers). 

new arrival »). ¢ol/ij. a Newborn child. 

newborn wi). ot a child ¢te., recenth born. 

new broom 2. 4 newly appomted person cager to 
make changes, 

newcomer #/. 1a person who has recently arrived, 
2a beginner mm some acuvity: 


newel n. 1 the supporting 
central post of winding 
stairs. 2 m the top or 
bottom supporting post 


NEWEL: 
STAIRS WITH 
A NEWEL, 


of a stair-rail. * [from 
medieval Latin — nodellus 
‘little knot’) SEES 
newfangled adj. deg. 


different from what one 
is used to; objectionably 
new, [Middle English 
newsfangle (now dialect) 
‘liking what is new] 

new-laid adj. (of an cvg) 
freshly laid. 

newly adv. 1 recently (a 
neely discovered — country’, 
2 alresh (newly pated). 
3 in a different manner 
(newly arranged ). 

newly-wed 7. a recently 
married person. 

new man 7. a man who rejects sexist attitudes and 
the traditional male role. 

new mathematics 7./)/. (also Bri/. new maths) 
volien treated as sig) a system of teaching math- 
ematcs to children, with emphasis on mvestigation 
andl set theory. 

new moon 7. L the Moon when first seen as a cres- 


hanistet 


cent after conjunction with the Sun. 2 the time of 


its appearance. 

new potatoes 1,/)/, the earliest potatoes of a new 
crop. 

news 7./)/. (usu, treated as ying) 1 ntormation about 
important or interesting recent events, esp. when 
pubhshed or broaceast. 2 (prec. by ie) a broadcast 
report of news. 3 newly received or noteworthy 
information. 4 (foll, by ¢e) col/og. formation not 
previously known (/haly res to me). {Middle 
English, tanslating Old French noveles| 

news agency 7. ai organization that collects and 
distributes news items. 

newsagent 7. Bri/. a scller of or shop sclling news- 
papers ete. 

newsboy 1. a boy who sells or delivers newspapers. 

newscast . a radio or television broadcast of news 
reports, 

newscaster i. = NIWSKLADER. 

news conference #. a press conference. 

newsflash 7. a single item of important news 
broadcast separately and often interrupting other 
programmes. 

news-gatherer 7. a person who researches news 
items. esp, for broadcast or publication. 0 news- 
gathering 7. 

newsgirl ». a girl who sclls or delivers newspapers. 

newsgroup 7. a group of Internet tsers who 
exchange email on a topic of mutual interest. 

news hound ». co/log. a newspaper reporter. 

newsletter n. an informal printed report issucd 
periodically to the members ofan organization cte. 

newsman ». (//, -men) a newspaper reporter: a 
journalist. 

newspaper ”. 1a printed publication (usu. daily or 
weekly, containing news, acverusements, etc. 2 the 
sheets of paper forming this (evapped in neve paper). 

newspaperman /. (/)/. -men, it journalist. 

Newspeak 7. ambiguous euphemistic language 
used esp. in poliucal propaganda. fan artificial offi- 
qial language im George Orwell's .Vineteen 
Fight Pow (19A9,) 

newsprint !!. a type of low-quality paper on which 
newspapers are printed. 

newsreader 1), Bri!. a person who reads out broad- 
cast news bulletins. 

newsreel n. a short: cinema film of news and 
current allurs, 

newsroom 7/7. 4 room in a newspaper or broadcast- 
ing ollice where news is processed, 


handrail 


nibble 


news-sheet 7. a simple form of 
newspaper; a newsletter. 

news-stand 7. a stall for the sale 
of newspapers. 

new sStaryi. a nova. 

new-style aitrib.adj. having a new 
style (neze-style contracts). 

news-vendor 7. Bril. a 
paper-seller. 

newsworthy ad. topical; note- 
worthy as news. 0 news- 
worthiness /. 

newsy (dj. (mewsier, newsiest) 
collog. full of news. 

newt 7. » any of various small 
amphibians, esp. of the genus 
Triturus, having a well-developed 
tail. [Middle English, from ez, 
with 7 from an] 

New Testament x. the second 

part of the Christan Bible, 
concerned with the life and teachings of Christ and 
his earliest followers. 

newton 7. Physics the SI unit of force. [named after 
Sir Isaac New/on, English scientist, 1642~1727] 

Newtonian adj. of or devised by [Isaac Newton. 

new town 7, a town established as a completely 
new settlement with government sponsorship. 

new wave 7. 1 = youreuit. sacu. 2 a style of rock 
music popular in the 1970s. 

New World 1. North and South America regarded 
collectively in relation to Europe. 


SA 


AN 


news- 


NN 


D 
I 


new year 7. 1 the calendar year just begun or about 
to begin. 2 the first few days of a year. 

New Year’s Day 7. | January. 

New Year’s Eve 2. 3) December. 

New Zealander 7. 1 a native or national of New 
Zealand, 2 a persen of New Zealand descent. 

next e adj. 1 (often foll. by (0) being or positioned or 
living nearest. 2 tht nearest in order of time; the 
soonest encountered (next Friday: ask the next person 
you see). @ adv. 1 (ofien foll. by fo) in the nearest place 
or degree (next to lastly. 2 on the first or soonest occa- 
sion (zehen we next meet). O next to almost (next to 
nothing left). [Old English in sense “nearest’| 

next-best adj. the hext in order of preference. 

next door adi. & adj. (as adj. often hyphenated) in 
or to the next house or room, O next door to 1 in 
the next house to. 2 nearly, near to. 

next of kin 7.siny. G p/. the closest living relative or 
relatives. 

next world 1, a supposed life alter death. 

nexus 7. (/)/, nexuses) 1 a connected group, series, 
or network. 2 a bond: a connection. [Latin] 

NGO «bby. non-governmental organization, 

NHS «hby. (in the UK: National Health Service. 

NI abby, 1 an the UK) National Insurance. 2 North- 
ern Ireland. 

Ni s)mh. Chem. the clement wridium tip 

nickel. : 

niacin 7. = VC O1NIG \C ID. line 

nib 7. 1m the point of a 

pen, which touches the 
wriung surface. 2 (in pl. 
shelled and crushed coffee 
er cocoa beans. 3° the 
point of a tool ete. eve 

nibble e 7. 1 &% G ‘oll. 
by af) inf a take small 
bites at. b eat in small 
amounts. ¢ bite at gently 
or cauuiously or play fully. 
2 intr (foll. by af) show 
cauuious interest mm. @ 7. 
Lan instance of nibbling. 
2 (usu. in pi.) a morsel 
or utbit of food. 3 Comput 
ing half a byte, ie. 4 bits. 
a nibbler ». 


wing / 


ton 


NIB OF A 
TOUNTAIN PLN 


nibs 


NEWT 


for part of the year, returning to the water 
during the breeding season in spring. They 
have cylindrical bodies, four-toed 

feet, dry, not slippery, skin, and 
vertically compressed tails. 


dry skin . 


vertically 
compressed 
tail 


MARBLLD NEW 
(Triturus marmoratus 


MANDARIN 


NLW'I 


t Lylototriton verrucosus 


ae 
a A 
at 


ASIEN TAILS Noa 
Trilurus helvetins 


nibs vn. o his nibs joc. colloy. a mock title used with 
reference to an Important or self-important person, 
[19th-century coinage} 

nicad 7. (often aftnb 
with a nickel anode and a cadmiuin cathode. 


1 battery, often rechargeable 


Nicam 7. a cligital svstem used in British television 
to provide video signals with high-quality stereo 


sound. mstantancously 


[from xe companded 
= compressed and expanded) aucho multiplex] 

nice adj. 1 pleasant, satisfactory. 2 (of a person 
kind, good-natured. 3 zon. bac or awkward (a nice 


mess vou ade). 4 fine or subtle (a nice distinction 


Newts are amphibians that usually live on land 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER NEWTS 


ENTERNAL FEATURES OF 
\ GREAT CRESTED NEWT 
( Triturus cristatus) 


cylindrical body eye on top 


of head 


conspicuous 
markings 


Jour-loed 


fool 


CALIFORNIA NEW] 
Taricha toroya 


FIRE-BELLIED NEW 


(Cynops pryrrhogasle 


[TALLAN CRESTED 
NEAV 


Triturus carnifer 


ALPINE NEW 
Friturus alpestris 


5 fastidious; delicately sensitive. 6 scrupulous (wer 
not too nice about the. methods). 7 \foll. by an adj., often 
with and) satisfactory or adequate in terms of the 
and warm. 0 nice one collog. 

nice work 


quality described yi 
expressing approval. 
lof at 


‘stupid, wanton: 


expressing 
AppTror sk well done. [originally in sense 
from Latin nescrus ‘Signor ant | 
oO nicely adv. niceness 

nicety /ny-si-li/ 7, (/. -ies) 1 
or detail. 2 precision, accuracy. 3 intricate or subth 
quality (a point of great nicely). & (an f 


b refinements 


i subtle distinction 


a@ nutes 
to a nicety with une 


niggle 


niche /neesh/ 7. 1 a shallow recess, esp. in a wall to 
contain a statue etc. & cape. 2 a comfortable or 
suitable position in life or employment. 3 a special- 
ized but profitable corner of the market. [from 
Latin mdus ‘nest’ | 

nick' e 7. 1 a small cut or notch. 2 Bri. slangaa 
prison. b a police station. 3 (prec. by z with adj.) 
Brit. collog. condition (in reasunable nick). @ v.tr., 1 make 
a nick or nicks in. 2 Bnt. slang a steal. b arrest, 
catch. O in the nick of time only just in time. 
[Middle English] 

nick? vinir (foll. by off; in, etc.) Austral. slang move 
quickly or furtively. [1 9th-century comage| 

nickel e 7. 1 Chem. a malleable ductile silver-white 
metallic element used esp. in magnetic alloys. 
> mew. 2M Amer collog. a five-cent coin. @ w.ér 
(nickelled, nickelling; US nickeled, nickeling) 
coat with nickel. [abbreviation of German Aupfer- 
nickel, the copper-coloured ore from which nickel} 
was first obtained] 


nickelodeon 7. U’S 1 collog. a jukebox. 2 hist. a 
cinema with an admission fee of one nickel. 

nickel silver n. = Gi:kMAN SILVER. 

nickel steel 7. a type of 
chromium and nickel. 

nicker n. (p/. same) Brit. slang a pound (in money). 
[20th-century coinage | 

nick-nack war. of KNICK-KNACK. 


stainless steel with 


nickname e 7. a familiar or humorous name given 
to a person or thing instead of or as well as the real 
name. @ viz 1 give a nickname to. 2 call by a nick- 
name. [Middle English, from eke-name, with n from 
an (eke = addition)| 

nicotine 7. a colourless poisonous narcotic alkaloid 
present in tobacco. [French] 

nicotinic acid 7. a vitamin of the B complex. 
found in milk, liver, and yeast. 

nictitate wil: 
medieval Latin 
O nictitation ». 


ool, blink or wink. [from 
‘to blink repeatedly’] 


esp. 
niclilare 


nictitating membrane 7. W a clear membrane 
forming a third eyelid in amphibians, birds, and 
some other animals. 


nictilating 


Upper eyelid , membrane 


lower evelid 


NICTITATING MEMBRANE 
ON A CROCODILE EYI 


niece 7. a daughter of one’s brother or sister. or of 
one’s brother-in-law or sister-in-law 
Latin neplis ‘granddaughter’ | 


[based on 


niff Brit. collog. @ n. a smell, esp. an unpleasant one. 
@ v.iir, smell, stink. o niffy ad). (niffier, niffiest 

nifty adj. (niftier, niftiest) co/log. 1 clever, adroit. 
2 smart, stylish. [19th-century coinage] 0 niftily 
adi. 

nigella /ny-jel-4/ n. a plant of th 
(buttereup family), with showy flowe 
cut leaves. [modern Latin} 


rh, 
genus Vig la 


ind finely 


niggard “. a mean or stingy person 
English, alteration of earlier nigon| 


[Middle 


niggardly e adj. 1 stingy, parsimonious. 2 meagre 
scanty, @ ad in a 
Oo niggardliness 77 
nigger n. offens. 1a black person. 2 a dark-skinned 
person. D a nigger in the woodpile a hidden 
cause of troubk 
Ne ) Negro | 
niggle e:. 1 


find fault ma petty way. 3 / 


SUEY romeagre manne) 


or inconvenience. {from Spanish 


det ils 2 d 
uritate @ rifling 


nr, be oy iltentive to 


OUP Lune ¢ rien 


niggling 


niggling adj. 1 troublesome or irritating in a petty 
way. 2 trifling or petty. 

nigh adv., prep.. 
Enghsh| 

night e 7. 1 the period of darkness between one day 
and the next: the time from sunset to sunrise. 
2 nightlall. 3 the darkness of night. 4 an evening 
appointed for some activity (last night of the Proms). 
@ int. collog. = Goonsiaut int. [Old English] 


& adj. archaic or dial. near. [Old 


nightbird x. a person habitually active at night. 

night-blindness 17. = yor\orl). 

nightcap v. 1 fist. a cap worn in bed. 2 a hot or 
alcoholic drink taken at bedtime. 

nightclothes 7. clothes worn in bed. 

nightclub 7. a club that is open at night and 
provices refreshment and entertainment. 

nightdress 7. a woman's or child’s loose garment 
worn in bed. 

nightfall 7. the onset of night: the end of daylight. 

night fighter 7. an acroplanc used for interception 
at night. 

nightgown 7. L = viciipeiss. 2 hist. a 
dressing gown. 

nightie #7. collog. a mightdress. 

nightingale 7. Pm» a small 
brownish migratory thrush, 
Luscinia— megarhynchoy, 
D> sONGHIRD. [Old 
English] 


NIGHTINGALE 
(Luscinta megarhynchas) 


niendar n. any nocturnal insectivorous bird of the 
fiunily C Caprimulgid: aw, with grey-brown plumage 
and often a characteristic chirring call. 

nightlife 7. entertamment available at night in a 
town. 

night light 7. a dim light kept burning in a 
bedroom at night. 

night-long adj. © adv. throughout the night. 

nightly e adj. L happenmeg, done, or exisung in the 
night. 2 recurring every night. @ adz. every night. 

nightmare 7. 1 a frightening or unpleasant dream, 
2 collog. a terrifying or very unpleasant experience 
or situation. 3 a haunting or obsessive fear. [an evil 
spit (Old English mere incubus’) once thought to 
lie on and suffocate sleepers] O nightmarish ad), 
nightmarishly «d:. 

night nurse 2. a nurse on duty during the might. 

night owl 7. collug. a person habitually active or 
wakeful at night. 

night safe 7. Bri/. a sale with access from the outer 
wall of a bank for the deposit of money ete. when 
the bank is closed 

night school 7. an institudon providing evening 
classes for those working by day. 

nightshade #). any of various puisonous plants ol 
the family Solanaceae, esp. of the genus 
Solanwn. including .S. merum <black 
nightshade, with black berries. and 
dulcamara (woody nightshade, with red 
berries. [Old Enghsh] 

night shift na shift of workers employed 
durmeg the night. 

nightshirt 7. a long shirt worn in bed. 

nightspot 7. cv/log. a nivhtchuh. 

nightstick 7. (Sa police oflicer’s Wuncheon, 

night terrors 1./)/ 
enced on suddenlh 
children. 


feclines of great fear experi- 
waking m the night. esp. by 

night-time v7. the ume of darkness 

nightwatchman . 
watch by night. 2 Grekef an inferior batsman sent in 
near the end of a days play 


Da person whose Job is to keep 


nightwear 7. clothing suitable for wearing in bed. 

nihilism /ny-il-izm/ n. 1 the rejection of all reh- 
gious and moral principles. 2 the assertion that 
nothing really exists. [based on Latin nihil “noth- 
ing’] o nihilist 7. nthilistic ad). 

-nik suffix forming nouns denoting a person associ- 
ated with a specified thing or quality (refusenzh). 

nil 7. nothing; no number or amount (esp. Bri. as a 
score in games). [Latin, from neh] 

nimble adj. (nimbler, nimblest; 1 quick and light 
in movement or action. 2 (of the mind) clever, 
versatile, [Old English némel “quick to seize’| 
Onimbleness 1. nimbly ade. 

nimbostratus 7. Afeteoro/, cloud forming a low 
dense grey layer, from which rain or snow often 
falls. & coup 

nimbus 7. (//. nimbi /-by/ or nimbuses) 1 a 
halo. 2 Afeleorol. a rain cloud. [Latin, literally 
‘cloud, aurcole’] G nimbused ad). 

Nimby e dj. objecting to the siting of unpleasant 
developments in one’s own locality. @ n. (pl. -ies) a 
person who so objects. [from not m my back yard] 

nincompoop i. a simpleton; a tool, [1 7th-century 
coinage | 

nine @ #/. | one more than eight. 2 a symbol for this 
.9, ix, IN). 3 a size etc. denoted by nine. 4 a set or 
team of nine individuals. 5 nine o'clock. 6 a card 
with nine pips. @ adj. that amount to nine. 
o dressed to (or Brit. up to) the nines dressed 
very elaborately. nine times out of ten nearly 
always. nine to five a designation of typical office 
hours. [Old English] 
nine days’ wonder 7. a person or thing that is 
brictly famous. 


ninefold ad. © ad. 1 nine times as much or as 
many, 2 consisting of nine parts. 

ninepin 7. 1 = sqiriii.n. 1. 2 (tn pl; usu. treated as 
sing.) the usual form of skittles, using nine pins. o go 
down (or drop or fall: like ninepins topple or 
succuml) in large numbers. 

nineteen e@ 7. 1 one more than eighteen. 2 the 
symbol for this (19, xix, NIN). 3 a size ete. denoted 
by ninetcen, @ ad. that amount to nineteen. O talk 
nineteen to the dozen see posix. [Old English] 
0 nineteenth a). G n 

nine-to-five atfribad. of or involving standard 
office hours .typically 9 a.m. (0 5 p.m.). 

ninety e@ 77. | /)/. -ies) 1 the product of nine and ten. 
2 a symbol for this (90, xc, NC). 3 cin pl.) the 
numbers from 9O to 99. @ adj. that amount to 
ninety. [Old English] o ninetieth ad. & n. 

ninja 7. a person skilled in ninjutsu. [ Japanese] 

ninjutsu 7”. one of the Japanese martial arts, char- 
acterized by stealthy movement and camoullage. 
| Japanese, from am “stealth + judsu cart, science] 

ninny 7. | //. -ies) collog. a foolish or simple-minded 
person. 


berries 


vlar- shaped 
\ flowers 
| toothed 
lear eK 
NIGHTSHADE: 
NIGH ASILADL 


BLACK 
(So/anum nigrum, 


nitrocellulose 


ninth e x. 1 the position in a sequence correspond- 
ing to the number 9 in the sequence 1-9. 
2 something occupying this position. 3 each of 
nine equal parts of a thing, e adj. that is the ninth. 

ninthly ad. * 

niobium 7. Chem. a rare grey_blue metallic element 
occurring naturally, [named after Niobe, daughter 
a! Tantalus. because first found in tantalite, rare 
black mineral | 

nip'e «: (nipped, nipping) 1 /: pinch, squeeze, or 
bite sharply. 2 & (often foll. by off) remove by 
pinching ctc. 3 ¢r (of the frost etc.) cause pain or 
harm to. 4 ind (foll. by i, out, etc.) Brit. collog. go 
nimbly or quickly. @ 7. 1 a a pinch, a i squeeze. 
b a bite. 2 biting cold. o nip in the bud suppress 
or destroy (esp. an idea) at an early stage. [Middle 
English] o nipping ad). 

nip? 7. a small quantity of spirits. 

nip and tuck e 7. collog. a cosmetic surgical oper- 
ation, @ adv. N. Amer neck and neck. 

nipper 7. 1 a person or thing that nips. 2 the claw 
of a crab, lobster, etc. 3 Brit. collog. a young child. 

(in pl.) any tool for gripping or cutting. 

nipple 7. 1 a a small projection in which the 
mammary ducts of female mammals terminate 
and from which milk is secreted for the young. 
> priasr. b an analogous structure in the male. 
2 the teat of a feeding bottle. 3 a device like a 
nipple which disperses liquids 4 a device on the 
casing of a bearing through which grease is intro- 
duced using a grease gun. 5 a_ nipple-like 
protuberance. [1 6th-century coinage] 

nipplewort 7. a ycllow-flowered weed, Lapsana 
communis. 


nippy adj. (nippier, nippiest) collog. 1 quick, 
nimble, active. 2 chilly, cold. 0 nippily ado. 

nirvana 7. (i Buddhism) perfect bliss and release 
from karma, attained by the extinction of individu- 
ality. [from Sanskrit nirvana] 

nisei /nee-say/ 7. (also Nisei) US an American 
whose parents were immigrants from Japan. 
| Japanese, literally ‘second generation ’| 

Nissen hut 7. a tunnel-shaped hut of corrugated 
iron with a cement fleor. [named after P. N. Nassen, 
British engineer, 1871 -1930, its inventor} 

nit 7. 1 the cgg or yeung form of a louse or other 
parasitic msect. 2 Brit collog. a stupid person. [Old 
English] 

niter (‘Svar of nivri.. 

nit-picking 1. © adj. collog. criticizing in a petty 
manner, O nit-pick «nf nit-picker 1. 

nitrate e@e 7. 1 any salt or ester of nitric acid. 
2 potassium or sodium nitrate when used as a fertil- 
ize. @ vt, Ghem. treat, combine, or impregnate with 
nitric acid. O nitration 7, 


nitre 7. (US niter) 
[from Greck nifron| 


salipetre, potassium nitrate. 

nitric ad). of or containing nitrogen. 

nitric acid x. a colourless or pale ycllow corrosive 
poisonous liquid acid. & NITROGLN CyCL 

nitric oxide 7. 4 colourless toxic gas. involved in 
physiological processes in minute quantities, and 
forming nitrogen dioxide in air, 

nitride ». Chem. a compound 
another element or radical. 


nitrogen with 


nitrify «tr (-ies, -ied) 1 impregnate with nitrogen. 
2 conyert into nitites or nitrates. & NITROGEN CYCLE. 
[from French ntrifier] 0 nitrification n. 

nitrile 2. Chem. an organic compound cons 
an alkyl radical bound to a cyanide radical. 

nitrite 7. any salt or ester of nitrous acid. 


ing of 


nitro- cvmb. form 1 of or containing nitric acid, nitre, 
or nitrogen, 2 made with or by use of any of these. 
3 of or containing the monovalent -NOv group. 
[Greek] 

nitrobenzene 7. a yellow oily liquid made by the 
nitration of benzene and used to make aniline etc. 

nitrocellulose 1. a highly flammable material made 
by treating cellulose with concentrated nitric acid. 


nitrogen 


NITROGEN CYCLE 


All living things play a part in the nitrogen cycle. Bacteria have 
a double role: they can fix (combine) nitrogen with oxygen to 


form nitrates, which most living organisms 
can use, and they can break the 

nitrates down (denitrify 
them) into nitrogen 
and oxygen. 


nitrogen released 
by denitrifying 
bacteria 


nitrates 
taken up 
by plants 


nitrates released ~ 
by nitrifying 
‘ bacteria 


nitrifying / 
bacteria 


nitrogen n. Chem. a colourless odourless unreactive 
gaseous element that forms four-fifths of the 
Earth’s atmosphere. > nrrrocen cyctt. [from French 
nitrogéne] O nitrogenous ad). 

nitrogen cycle 7. Ecol. & the series of processes by 
which nitrogen is absorbed from and returned to 
the atmosphere by biological systems. . 

nitrogen dioxide 1. a reddish-brown poisonous gas. 

nitroglycerine 7. (also nitroglycerin) an explo- 
sive yellow liquid made by reacting glycerol with a 
mixture of concentrated sulphuric and nitric acids. 

nitrous adj. of, like, or impregnated with nitrogen. 

nitrous acid 7. a weak acid existing only in solu- 
tion andl in the gaseous state. 

nitrous oxide ». a colourless vas used as an anaes- 
thetic and as an aerosol propellant. 

nitty-gritty 7. s/ang the realities or practical details 
of a matter. [20ch-century coinage | 

nitwit 7. co/log. a stupid person. 0 nitwittery #. 

nix s/ang en. 1 nothing. 2 a denial or refusal. @ ¢. tr 


1 cancel. 2 reject. (German, colloquial variant of 


nichts nothing’ | 

NMR a6d7. (also mmr) nuclear magnetic resonance. 
> MRI 

NNE addy. north-north-east. 

NNW 67, north-north-west. 

No! symb. Chem. the clement nobeliun. 

No? var. of Nou 

No. abbr 1 number. 2 U'S North. [sense 1: from 
Latin numero ‘by number’ | 

no! det. 1 not any (there is no excuse). 2 not a, quite 
other than (i nu fool). 3 hardly any (did it in no time). 
4 used elliptically in a notice ete., to 1orbid, reject, 
or deplore the thing specified (no parking). 0 by no 


/ organic nitrogen 
from decaying material 


almosphere 
mostly composed 
Of nitrogen gas 


weak nilric 
acid in rain 


atmospheric 
nitrogen 


s nitrogen- 
fixing bacteria 


manure and decaying 
plant and animal remains 


means sce Mi.Ans. mo dice sce pict. no doubt see 
bot bi. no end sce nNb. no fear see rar. no little 
see LITTLE. MO man no person, nobody. no place 
US nowhere. no small sce sMau.. no sweat collog. 
no bother, no trouble. no thoroughfare an indi- 
cation that passage along a street, path, cte., is 
blocked or prohibited. no through road = no thor- 
vughfare. no time see 1IML. noe way collog. 1 it is 
impossible. 2 | will not agree etc. no wonder see 
WONDLR, ..» Or no ... rcgardless of the ... (vain or no 
rain, I shall go oul). there is no ...ing it 1s inpossi- 
ble to ... (there is no accounting for tastes). |Middle 
Enelish| 

no? @ ini. equivalent to a negative sentence: the 
answer to your question is negative, your request or 
command will not be complied with, the statement 
made or course of action intended or conclusion 
arrived at is not correct or satisfactory, the negative 
statement mace is correct. @ adv. 1 (loll. by compar) 
by no amount (no better than before). 2 Sc. not (will ye no 
come back again), @ n. (pl. noes) 1 an utterance of 
the word no. 2 a denial or refusal. 3 a negative vote. 
is no more has dicd or ceased to exist. no 
better than one should be morally suspect. no 
can do collvg. 1 am unable to do it. no less (often 
foll. by than} 1 as much (gave me £50, no less). 2 as 
unportant (no less a person than the President). 3 disp. no 
fewer no less than ten people have told me. no longer not 
now or henceforth as formerly. no sooner ... than 
see soos. not take no for an answer )ecrsist in 
spite of refusals. or no or not (pleavant or no, il is 
true). whether or no Lin cither case. 2 (as an indir- 
ect question) which of a case and its negative (fe/f me 
whether or no). [Old Enghish| 

no-account @//7).adj. unimportant, worthless, 

nob! 1. Brit. slang a person of wealth or high social 


nod 


position. [originally Scots Anabb, nab; 17th-century 
coinage | 

nob? n. slang the head. 

no-ball Cricket @ n. an unlawfully delivered ball. 
@ 7.7, pronounce (a bowler) to have bowled a no-ball. 

nobble »./7, Brit. slang 1 tamper with (a racehorse) to 
prevent its winning. 2 try to influence, esp. unfairly. 
3 steal (money). 4 scize, catch. 

Nobelist n. U/S a winner of a Nobel Prize. 

nobelium 7. Chem. an artificially produced radio- 
active transuranic metallic element. [named after 
A. Nobel (see Nowui. Prizs.)] 

Nobel Prize n. any of six international prizes 
awarded annually for physics, chemistry, physi- 
ology or medicine, literature, economics, and the 
promotion of peace. [named after Alfred Nobel, 
1833 96, Swedish chemist and engineer, who 
endowed them] o Nobel prizewinner 7. 

nobility x. (p/. -ies) 1 nobleness of character, mind, 
birth, or rank. 2 (prec. by a, the) a class of nobles, an 
aristocracy. [from Latin nobilitas] 

noble e adj. (nobler, noblest; 1 belonging by rank, 
title, or birth to the aristocracy. 2 having lofty 
ideals; free from pettiness and meanness, 3 of 
imposing appearance. 4 excellent, admirable (noble 
horse: noble cellar). @ n. a nobleman or noblewoman. 
0 the noble art of self-defence see scii-prreNce. 
[from Latin (g)nobilis] o nobleness n. nobly adv. 

noble gas 7. any gaseous element of a group that 
almost never combine with other elements. 

nobleman 1». (//. -men) a man of noble rank or 
birth, a peer. 

noble metal 7. a metal that resists chemical action, 
cloes not corrode or tarnish in air or water, and is 
not easily attacked by acids. 

noble rot 7. 1 the condition of grapes affected by 
the mould Botrytis cinerea (see Borryris). 2 the mould 
itself. [translation of French pourriture noble] 

noble savage 7. primilive man idealized as in 
Romantic literature. 

noblesse /noh-bless/ n. the class of nobles (esp. of 
a foreign country). O noblesse oblige /o-bleezh/ 
privilege entails responsibility. [Middle English, 
from Old French] 

noblewoman 7. (//. -women) a woman of noble 
rank or birth, a peeress. 

nobody @ pron. no person. @ 7. (pl. -ies) a person of 
no importance, authority, or position. Oo hke 
nobody’s business see business. nobody’s fool 
see rool, [Middle English] 

nock e 7. 1 a notch at either end of a bow for hold- 
ing the string. 2 a notch at the butt-end of an arrow 
for receiving the bowstring. @ u.éz set (an arrow) on 
the string. [Middle English] 

no-claims bonus /7. (also no-claim bonus, no- 
claim(s) discount) Bri. a reduction of the 
insurance premium charged when the insured has 
not made a claim under the insurance during an 
agreed preceding period. 

noctambulist 7». a sleepwalker. [based on Latin 
nox noctis ‘night + ambulare ‘to walk’] 0 noctambu- 
lism i. 

noctule 7. a large W. European bat, .Vyctalus noctula. 
> sat. [from Itahan noltola ‘hat’} 

nocturnal ad. of or in the night; done or active 
by night. [from Latin nocturnus ‘of the night] 
0 nocturnally adi. 

nocturnal emission 7). involuntary emission of 
semen curing sleep. 

nocturne 7. 1 Au. a short composition of a 
romantic nature, usu. for piano. 2 a picture of a 
night scene. [French] 

nod e 7. (nodded, nodding 1 mir incline one’s 
head slightly and briefly in greeting, assent, o1 
comunand. 2 if. let one’s head fall forward in 
drowsiness. 3. ineline (one’s head. 4 f signify 
(assent ete.) by a nod. 3. ih. yof flowers, plumes, 
ete.) bend downwards and sway. 6 if. make a 
mistake duc to a momentary lack of alertess or 


nodding acquaintance 


attention. @ 7. a nodding of the head. 0 get the 
nod... Amer be chosen or approved. nod off collog. 
fall asleep. on the nod B7i/. collog. 1 with merely 
formal assent and no discussion. 2 on credit. 
{Middle English] 

nodding acquaintance ». (usu. foll. by with) a very 
slight acquaintance with a person or subject. 

noddle 1. cvllog. the head. [Middle English] 

noddy »). (//. -ies) 1 a simpleton. 2 any usu. dark- 
coloured tropical tern of the genus <Anou or 
Procelsterna. 

node 7. 1 Bul. a the part of a plant stem from which 
leaves emerge. b a knob on a root or branch. 
2 .tnal. a a small mass of differentiated tissue, esp. 
a lymph gland. b an interruption of the myelin 
sheath of a nerve. 3 Asion. cither of two pomts at 
which a planet’s orbit intersects the plane of the 
ecliptic or the celestial equator. 4 Physics a point of 
minimum disturbance in a standme wave system. 
5 Electr. a point of zero current or voltage. 6 Vath. 
a point at which a curve intersects itself, 7 a com- 
ponent in a computer network, [froma Latin nods 
‘knot ] a nedal adj. nodical ad), (in sense 3). 

nodule 1. 1 a small rounded lump of anything. 2 a 

small tumour, node, or ganglion. [from Latin nodu- 
dus “litte knot] o nedular ad. nodulated «dj. 
nodulation 7, nodulose «cd. 

Noel #7. (also Noél) Christmas (esp. as a refrain 
carols). [French, based on Latin natus “born’] 

no-fault altrih.ad. esp. .\. Amer involve no fault or 
blame. esp. designating a type of insurance policy, 

no-fly zone 7. a zone in which aircralt are forbid- 
den to fly. 

no-frills affrib.adj. lacking ornament or embellish- 
ment. 

nog 7”. a small block or peg of wood. [1 7th-ccentury 
comage |} 

noggin 7. 1 a small mug. 2 a small measure, usu. 

, pint, of spirits. 3 s/eng the head. {17th-century 

coinage | 

nogging 7. W brickwork or timber braces in a 
timber frame. 


NOGGING IN \ 
TIMBER-TRAMLD 


_ timber fram 


GLRMAN 
HOUSE ay, 
brick 
nogging 


no go «dj. usu. hyphenated when ati7h.) impossible, 
hopcless; forbidden, 


no-go area /’. 37//, an arca forbidden to unauthor- 
ized people. 

no-good volloy. @ «ltrth.ad. useless. @ na useless 
person or thing. 

Noh ni. als No traditional Japanese drama with 
dance and song. evolved from Shinto rites. [from 
Japanese nv] 

no-hitter 1. Bavhall a wmateh in which a pitcher 
yields no hits 

no-hoper 7. s/anga uscless person; a person or thing 
doomed to failure 


nohow adi. 1 US in no way; by no means. 2 dial. out 
of order; out of sorts. 

noise e@ 7. 1 a sound, esp. a loud or unpleasant or 
undesired one. 2 a series or confusion of loud 
sounds. 3 irregular fluctuations accompanying a 
transmitted signal but not relevant to it. 4 (in pi.) 
conyentional remarks, or speechlike sounds with- 
out actual words (made sympathelic noises). @ v.t7 (usu. 
in passive) spread abroad (a person’s fame or a fact). 
o make a noise I (usu. foll. by about} talk or 
complain much. 2 attain notoriety. [from Latin 
nausea nausea’ | 

noiseless adj. 1 silent. 2 characterized by the 
absence of extraneous noise. G noiselessly adv. 
noiselessness 77, 

noise pollution 7. harmful or annoying noise. 

noises off 7./. sounds made off stage to be heard 
by the audience of a play. 

noisette /nwah-zet/ 7. 1 a small round piece of 
meat etc. 2 a chocolate made with hazelnuts. 
(French, literally ‘litde nut’) 

noisome adj. /ilevary 1 harmful, noxious. 2 evil- 
smelling. 3 objectionable, offensive. [Middle 
English, from obsolete vy “annoyance | 0 noisome- 
ness //. 

noisy (dj. (noisier, noisiest) 1 full of or attended 
with noise. 2 making or given to making much 
noise. 3. clamorous, turbulent. 4 (of a colour, 
garment, etc.) loud, conspicuous. 0 noisily ado. 
noisiness /. 

nomad ». 1 a member of a people roaming from 
place to place for fresh pasture, 2 a wanderer. [from 
Greek nomas -ados| 0 nomadic adj. nomadically 
ak. nomadism i, 

no man’s land 7. 1 A/i/. the space between two 
opposing armies. 2 an area not assigned to any 
owner. 3 an area not clearly belonging to any one 
subject ete. 

nom de guerre /vom dé gair/ n. (pl. noms de 
guerre pronuné. same) an assumed name under 
which a person fights, plays, writes, etc. [French, 
literally ‘war-name’] 

nom de plume /nvoim dé ploom/ 7. (//. noms de 
plume pronunc. same) an assumed name under 
which a person writes. [formed in English of 
French words, literally ‘pen-name’| 

nomenclature /nd-meng-kla-cher/ nm. 1 a 
person's or community's system of names for 
things. 2 the terminology of a science ete. 
3 systematic naming. 4 a catalogue or register. 
[from Latin nomenclalura] OQ nomenclatural ad). 
nominal «dj. 1 existing in name only; not real or 

actual (nominal ruler). 2 (of a sum of money ete.) 

virtually nothing; much below the actual value 

of a thing. 3 of or in names (ronunal and essen- 
tial distinctions). 4 consisung of or giving: the 
names (nominal list of officers}. 9 of or as or like 
a noun. [from Latin nomimals| O nemiunally ade 

nominal value 7. the face value (of a coin. 
shares, etc.). 

nominate ¢/ 1 propose (a candidate) for 
election. 2 appoint to an office (a board of sir 
nominated and yix elected members. 3 name or 
appoint (a date or place). 4 mention by name. 
5 call by the name of, designate. [based on 
Latin nominatuy named’) 0 nomination 7. 
nominator 7; 

nominative e 7. (yam. 1 the case of nouns, 
pronouns, and adjectives, expressing the subject of 
averb. 2 a word in this case. @ ad). 1 Gram. of or in 
this case. 2 of, or appomted by, nomination (as 
distinet from elecuon) 

nominee 7. 1 a person who is nominated for an 
office or as the recipient of a grant ete. 2 Commerc 
a person in whose name a stock etc. is registered. 

no more e 7”. nothing further ae no more to say. 

ead. Vino 

longer. 2 never again. 3 to no greater extent (76 no 

mane a lad than Tami, 4 just as litle, neither ( you did 

uot come, and no more did he 


@ adj). NOL ANY More ie More Teme? 


non-clerical 


non- prefix giving the negative sense of words with 
which it is combined, esp.: 1 not doing or having or 
involved with (non-attendance). 2 a not of the kind or 
class described (non-alcoholic). b forming terms used 
adjectivally (non union). 3 a lack of (non-availability). 
4 (with adverbs) not in the way described (non- 
ageresswely). 5 forming adjectives from verbs, 
meaning ‘that does nov or ‘that is not meant to (or 
to be)’ (non-skid). 6 used to form a neutral negative 
sense when a form in - or un- has a special sense or 
(usu. unfavourable) connotation (non-controversial). 


w Usage The number of words that can be formed 
with the prefix non- is unlimited; consequently only 
a selection, considered the most current or seman- 
tically noteworthy, can be given here. 


nona- comb. form nine, {Latin} 

non-abstainer 7. a person who does not abstain 
(esp. from alcohol). 

non-acceptance 7. a lack of acceptance. 

non-addictive adj. (of a drug, habit, etc.) not caus- 
ing adcliction. 

nonage 7. I hist. the state of being under full legal 
age, minority. 2 a period of immaturity. [from Old 
French| 

nonagenarian e 7. 2 person from 90 to 99 years 
old. @ adj. of this age. [from Latin nonagenarius| 

non-aggression 7. lack of or restraint from 
ageression (often attrb.: non- 
aggression pact). 

nonagon 7. m a plane figure ia 
with nine sides and angles. 
[based on Latin nonus ninth’, 
on the pattern of hexagon] 


non-alcoholic adj. (of a 

drink ete.) not containing  ~s 

alcohol. a ye 
non-aligned «dj. (of states NONAGON 
etc.) not aligned with 


another (esp. major) power. OQ non-alignment 2. 
non-allergic «dj. n6t causing allergy; not allergic. 
non-appearance /. appear or be 

present. 
non-attached aq. that is not attached. 


failure to 


w Usage .\on-altached is neutral in sense: see Non- 6, 


NAT overt Py, S 


non-attendance »”, failure to attend. 

non-attributable adj. that cannot or may not be 
attributed to a particular source etc. O non-attrib- 
utably adv. 

non-availability 7. a state of not being available. 

non-believer 7. a person who clocs not believe or 
has no (esp. rehgious) faith, 

non-belligerent @ adj. not engaged in hosulities. 
en. anon-belligerent nation, state, etc. 

non-biological ad), 1 not relating to biology or 
living organisms. 2 (of a detergent etc.) not 
containing enzymes, 

non-black e ad. 1 (of a person) not black. 2 of or 
relating to non-black people. @ 7. a non-black 
person, 

non-capital adj. (of an offence} not punishable by 
death, 

non-Catholic e adj. not Roman Catholic. @ 7. a 
non-Catholic person. 

nonce 7.0 for the nonce for the time being; for the 
present occasion. [from wrong division in Middle 
English of than aney “for the one (occasion)’] 

nonce-word /. a word coined for one occasion, 

nonchalant /non-sha-lant/ adj. calm and casual. 
(French, literally “not concerned’) o nenchalance 
n. nonchalantly «adi. 

non-Christian e ad). not Christian. @ 7. a non- 
Christian person. 


non-citizen 7, a person who is not a citizen (of a 
particular place). 

non-clerical adj. not doing or involving clerical 
work. 


non-com 


non-com 7. collag. a non-commissioned officer. 

non-combatant ». a person not fighting in a war, 
esp. a civilian, army chaplain, etc. 

non-commissioned adj, Vil. (of an officer) not 
holding a commission. 

non-committal adj. avoiding commitment to a 
definite opinion or course of action. O non- 
comumittally ado. 

non-communist (also non-Communist with 
reference to a particular party) @ adj. not advocat- 
ing or practising communism. @ 7. a non- 
communist person. 

non-compliance 7. failure to comply; a lack of 
compliance. 

non compos mentis adj. (also non compos} not 
in one’s right mind. 

non-conductor 7. a substance that does not 
conduct heat or electricity. O non-conducting ad). 

nonconformist e 1. 1 a person who does not 
conform to the doctrine or discipline of an estab- 
lished Church, esp. (Nonconformist) a member 
of a Protestant Church dissenting from the Angli- 
can Church. 2 a person who does not conform to a 
prevailing princ iple. @e ad. of or relating to a 
nonconformist or to Nonconformism. 0 noncon- 
formism 7. (also Relig. Nonconformism), 

nonconformity 7. 1 a nonconformists as a body, 
esp. (Nonconformity) Protestants dissenting from 
the Anglican Church. b the principles or practicg 
of nonconformists, esp. (Nonconformity) Prot- 
estant dissent. 2 (usu. foll. by /o) failure to conform. 
3 lack of correspondence between things. 

non-contentious ad). not conicntious. 

non-contributory ad). not contributing or (esp. of 
a pension scheme) involving contributions. 

non-controversial adj. not controversial. 


a Usage .Von-controversial is neutral in sense: see 
NON- 6, UNCONTROVELRSIAL, 


non-cooperation 7. failure to cooperate. 

non-delivery 7. {failure to deliver. 

non-denominational «dj. not restricted as regards 
religious denomination. 

nondescript e ad). lacking distinctive characteris- 
tics, not easily classified. @ n. a nondescript person 
or thing. 

non-destructive qj. that does not involve destruc- 
tion or damage. 

non-drinker 7. a person who does not drink alco- 
holic liquor. 

non-driver 7. a person who does not drive a moto 
vehicle. 

none @e pron. 1 {foll. by of; a not any of (none of this 
concerns me; none of them have found it, none of your impu- 
dence!). b not any one of {none of them has come). 
2 ano persons (none bul fouls have ever believed it). b no 
person (none can lell;. @ adj. (usu. with a preceding 
noun implied) 1 no; not any (you have money and 1 
have none), 2 not to be counted in a specified class (Ais 
understanding is none of the clearest: if a linguts! ts wanted, 
Tam none}. @ ade. (foll. by the+ compar. or so, lov) by no 
amount: not at all (am none the wiser). O none the 
less see Vont-tiiiss. none other vusu, foll. by fan 
no other person. [Old English] 


w Usage In sense | of the pronoun, none can be 
followed by a singular or plural verb according to 
the sense. If the sense is ‘not any one of” a smgular 
verb is used, e.g. . Vone of them is any good, while if the 
sense is simply “not any of” a plural verb is used, e.g. 
Vone of them want to come. The use of the singular 
verb is more emphatic. 


non-effective adj. that docs not have an effect. 


a Usage Non effective is neutral in sense: see NoN- 6. 
INDUCING: 
nonentity 1. (//. -ies) 1 a person or thing of no im- 


portance. 2 a non-existence. ba non- -existent thing. 
[from medieval Latin nonentitas ‘non-existence | 


nones 7.p/. in the ancient Roman calendar, the 
ninth day before the ides by inclusive reckoning, Le. 
the 7th day of March, May, July, October, the 5th 
of other months. [from Latin nonae (fem. pl.) 
ninth | 

non-essential e adj. not essential. @ 7. a non-essential 
thing. 


w Usage Non essential is neutral in sense: see Non- 6, 
INLSSEN TIAL. 


nonesuch var. of NoNSUCH. 

nonetheless adi. (also none the less: neverthe- 
less. 

non-Euclidean adj. denying or going beyond 
Euclidean principles in geometry. 

non-European e adj. not European. @ 7. a non- 
European person. 

non-event 7. an unimportant or anticlimactic 
occurrence. 

non-existent cd. not existing. O non-existence 1. 

non-explosive adj. (of a substance) that does not 
explode. 

non-fattening adj. (of food) that does not make the 
consumer fat when eaten in normal amounts, 

non-ferrous ad. 
steel. 

non-fiction 7. literary work other 
D non-fictional adj. — 


(of a metal) other than iron or 
than fiction. 


non-flammable adj. not inflammable. 


ms Usage Sce Usage Note at ri.vnimasin. 


non-fulfilment 7. failure to fulfil (an obligation). 
non-functional ad. not having a function. 
non-governmental ad. not belonging to,or asso- 
ciated with a government. 
non-human e adj. (of a being) not human. @ 7. a 
non-human being. 
= Usage Von human is neutral in sense: see Non- 6, 
INHUMAN. UNHIUMIAN, 


non-infectious (dj. (of a disease) not infectious. 

non-interference 7. a lack of interference. 

non-intervention 7. the principle or practice 
of not becoming involved in others’ affairs, esp. 
by one state in regard to another. a non- 
interventionist adj. @ 7. 

non-invasive adj. 1 (of a medical procedure) not 
requiring incision into the body or the removal of 
tissue. 2 (of an infection etc.) not tencling to spread. 


non-iron (id). (of a fabric) that needs no ironing. 

non-linear adj. not linear, esp. with regard to 
dimension. 

non-literary ad). (of writing, a text, etc.) not liter- 
ary in character. 

non-magnetic adj. (of a substance) not magnetic. 

non-member 7. a person who is not a member 
(of a particular association, club, etc.). O non- 
membership ». 

non-metal ad). not 
metallic «/). 

non-militant ad). not militant. 

non-military adj. not military: 
armed forces. civilian. 

non-natural ad). 
processes. 


made of metal, G non- 


not involving 


not involving natural means or 


a Usage .Von-natural is neutral in sense: see von- 6, 
INNATE RAL, 


non-negotiable ad. that cannot be negotiated 
(esp. in financial senses). 

non-nuclear adj. 1 not myolving nuclei or nuclear 
encrev, 2 (of a state etc.) not having nuclear 
weapons. 

no-no 7. (//, no-nos) collog. a thing that is not pos- 
sible or acceptable. 

non-objective adj. 1 not objective. 2 Arf abstract. 

non-observance 7. failure to 
agreement, requirement, ctc.), 


Observe csp. an 


non-skid 


no-nonsense atirb.adj. serious, sensible, without 
flippancy. 

non-operational adj. 1 that does not operate. 
2 out of order. 

non-organic adj. not organic. 


a Usage .Von organic is neutral in sense: see Non- 6, 
INORGANIC, 


nonpareil e ad. unrivalled or unique, @ 2. such a 
person or thing, [French, literally “not equal’] 

non-participating adj. not taking part. 

non-partisan adj. not partisan. 

non-party ad). independent of political partics. 

non-payment 7, failure to pay. 

non-penetrative adj. (of sexual activity) in which 
penetration does not take place. 

non-person 7. a person regarded as non-existent 
or insignificant (ct) UNPrRson). 

non-personal qd}. not personal. 


a Usage Won personal is neutral in sense: see Non- 6, 
IMPLRSON AL. 


non-physical adj, not physical. 
non-playing adj. that does not play or take part (in 
a game etc.). 


nonplus  «/; (nonplussed, nonplussing) 
completely perplex. {from Latin non plus ‘not 
more’ | 

non-political @qj. not political; not involved in pol- 
tics, 

non-porous ad). (of a substance) not porous. 
non-productive «dj. not productive. G non- 


productively adv. 


a Usage .\on-productive is neutral in sense: see NoN- 
6, UNPRODUC LIVE. 


non-professional adj. not professional (esp. in 
status,. 


a Usage . Von-professiunal is neutral in sense: see NON- 
6, UNPROPESSIONAL. 


non-profit adj. not involving or making a profit. 

non-profit-making adj. yi. (of an enterprise) not 
conducted primarily to make a profit. 

non-proliferation 7. the prevention of an 
increase in something, esp. possession of nuclear 
weapons (usu, allrib., non-proliferation agreement). 

non-racial «dj. not involving race or racial factors. 

non-resident @ adj. 1 not residing in a particular 
place. 2 (of a post) not requiring the holder to 
reside at the place of work. @ n. Brit. a non-resident 
person, esp. a person using some of the facilities of 
a hotel. G non-residence 7. non-residential ad. 

non-resistance #. failure to resist: a lack of resist- 
ance. 

non-returnable adj. that will or need or may not 
be returned. 

non-rigid adj. (esp. of materials) not rigid. 

non-scientific adj. not involving science or scien- 
ufic methods, 0 non-scientist 1. 


a Usage . Von scientif is neutral in sense: see Non- 6, 
COANE NINE ET Cts 


non-sectarian (dd). not sectarian. 

nonsense 7. I a (often as in/.) absurd or meaning- 
less words or ideas: foolish or extravagant conduct. 
b an instance of this. 2 a scheme, arrangement. 
ete,. that one disapproves of. 3 (often altrb) a form 
of literature meant to amuse by absurdity (nonsense 
verse]. OQ nonsensical «dj. nonsensicality 7. | p/. 
-ies). nonsensically adv. 


non sequitur 7. a conclusion that does not logic- 
ally follow from the premisses. [Latin, literally “it 
does not follow’ | 

non-sexual «ad. not based on or 
oO non-sexually «adi. 


Involving sex. 


non-skid adj. 1 that docs not skid. 2 that inhibits 
skidding. 


non-slip 


non-slip aq. 1 that does not slip. 2 that inhibits slip- 
ping. 
non-smoker 7. 1 a person who does not smoke. 
2 a train compartment etc. in which smoking is 
forbidden. 0 non-smoking «adj. Gn. 
non-specialist 7. a person who ts not a specialist 
(in a particular subject). 
non-specific adj. not specific or not restricted in 
extent, effect, cause, cte, 
non-specific urethritis 7. .\fed. inflammation of 
the urethra due to infection other than by gono- 
cocci, esp. by chlamydiae. 
non-standard «aj. not standard. 
non-starter 7. 1 a person or animal that does not 
start in a race. 2 collog. a person or thing that is 
unlikely to succeed or be effective. 
non-stick adj. 1 that docs not stick. 2 that does not 
allow things to stick to it. 
non-stop e «dj. 1 (of a train etc.) not stopping at 
intermediate places. 2 (of a journey, performance, 
etc.) done without a stop or intermission. @ adi. 
without stopping or pausing, 
nonsuch 7. (also nonesuch 
1 a person or thing that is 
unrivalled, a paragon. 2 <a 
leguminous plant, .Vedicage 
lupulina, with black pods. 
non-swimmer /i. 3 
whe cannot swim. 
non-technical ad). 1 not 
technical. 2 without tech- 
nical knowledge. 
non-toxic dj. NOL tONic, 
non-transferable 
adj. that may not be 
transferred, 
non-U adj. csp. 
Brit. collog. not char- 
acterisuc of the upper 
class. 
non-uniform ad. vot 
uniform. 


person 


NONSUCH 
Medicago lupulina) 


non-union ad. 1 not 

belonging to a trade union. 2 not done or produced 
by members of a trade union. 

non-verbal adj. not involving words or specch. 
ao non-verbally ad. 

non-vintage ad). of wine etc.) nol vintage. 

non-violence ». the avoidance of violence, esp. as 
a principle. 0 non-violent ad). 

non-volatile adj. (esp. of a substance) not volatile. 

non-voting adj. not having or using a vote. O non- 
voter 7i. 

non-white e adj. 1 (of a person) not white. 2 of or 
relating to non-white people. @ 7. a non-white 
person. 

noodle! 1. a strip or ring of pasta. [from German 
Vudel| 

noodle? 7. 1 a simpleton. 2 s/ang the head. [18th- 
century coinage | 

nook 7. a corner or recess: a secluded place. 
[Middle Enghsh] 

nooky 7. ‘also nookie: s/ang sexual acuvity. [20th- 
century coinage| 


noon 7. 1 twelve o'clock in the day, midday. 2 the 
culminating point. [originally m sense *3 p.m: 
from Latin nona (hora) ninth hour’ | 

noonday 7. midday. 

no one #, no person; nobody. 

noontide 7. (als) noontime) inidday,. 

noose e 7. a loop with a running knot, tightening 
as the rope or wire is pulled. 2 a snare or bond. 
@ of. catch with or enelose im a noose, ensnare. 
0 put one’s head in a noose bring about one’s 


own downfall. [Middle English| 


nor (¢/. Land not; and not either werther one thing noi 


the other. 2 and no more: neither CL cannot go’ Noi 
can 1). {Middle Enghsh| 
nor’ 7., dd).. & adi. .esp. mm compounds; = sori. 


ol : t wid 


Voh 


NORMAN 


From the late 10th to the late 
12th centuries the Norman 
style of architecture prevailed 
in Normandy and, from 1066, 
in most of England. The main 
characteristic features of this 

! style were massive solid stone- 
work, semicircular arches, 
arcades, pitched roofs, cylin- 
drical or polygonal piers, and 
ribbed stone vaulting. 


semicircular 
transverse arch 


vaulting shaft 


massive —_ 
sloneworh 


Vorman capital 


compound — 
polygonal 
pret 


EPIMELIENE. 


1000 


noradrenaline x. Siwchem. an adrenal hormone 
which functions as a neurotransmitter and ts also 
used as a drug to raise blood pressure. 

Nordic e ad). l of or relating to the tall blond 
Germanic people found in N, Europe, esp. m Scan- 
dinavia. 2 of or relating to Scandinayia or Finland. 
3 (ol skiing) with cross-country work and jumping, 
@ 7. «a Nordic person. [from French nordique| 

Norfolk jacket 7. a man’s loose belted jacket, with 
box pleats. [from .Vorfolk, a county in S. England] 

norm 7. 1 a standard or pattern or type. 2 a stand- 
ard quantity to be produced or amount of work to 
be done. 3 customary behaviour ete. [from Latin 
nurma ‘carpenter's square’ | 

normal e adj. 1 conforming to a standard; regular, 
usual, typical. 2 free from mental or emotional 
disorder. 3 Geom. (of a line) at right angles, perpen- 
dicular. @ 7. La the normal value of a temperature 
vlc b the usual state. level. ete. 2 Geom. a line at 
night angles. [froma Latin normalis| OQ normalcy 1. 
esp. \. {mer normality nr. normally ad:. 

normal distribution 7, S/a/i/ies a function that 
represents the distribution of many random vari- 
ables as a symmetrical bell-shaped graph. 

normalize 2. (also -ise) 1 f, make normal. 2 intr. 
become normal. 3 4. cause to conform. 0 normal- 
ization ”. normalizer 1, 

Norman e 1. 1 a native or mbabitant of medieval 
Normandy, 2 a descendant of the people of mixed 
Scandinavian and Frankish origin estabhshed there 
in the 10th ¢., who conquered Eneland in 1066, 
3 Norman French. @ adj). 1 of or relating to the 


rounded 


arcade 
arch 


1050 


northbound 


SECTION 
THROUGH A 
FRENCH 


incline NORMAN ABBEY 


. loophole 
round-arched window 

series of jambs 
eS ae 

series of colonettes 


pitched roof 
quadrant 


arch 


colonette 


~~ round stilted 


arch 
attached half 
column 
4100 11504: 1200 1250 1300 


Normans. 2 & of or relating to the Norman style of 
architecture, [from Old Norse .\orthmathr ‘north 
man | 0 Normanize v./, & intr (also -ise). 

Norman Conquest see Gonvi os! 4. 

Norman French 2. French as spoken by the 
Normans or (after 1066) in English law courts. 

normative adj. of or establishing a norm. [from 
French nurmatif -ive] 0 normatively adi. norma- 
tiveness 7. 

Norse e 7. 1 the Norwegian language. 2 the Scan- 
dinavian language group. @ adj, 1 of or relating to 
Norway or the Norse language. 2 of or relating to 
ancient Scandinavia or its inhabitants. {from 
Dutch noo (d)sch| OQ Norseman 1. ( p/. -men). 

north e 7. 1 a the point of the horizon 90° anti- 
clockwise from east. b the compass point 
corresponding to this. & commss. ¢ the direction in 
which this lies. 2 (usu. the North) a the part of the 
world or a country or a town lying to the north. 
b the Arctic. e the industrialized nations. @ ad). 
1 towards, at, near, or facing north. 2 coming from 
the north (north wind). @ adv. 1 towards, at, or near 
the north, 2 ‘fol. by of) further north than. d north 
and south lengthwise along a line from north to 
south. to the north (olten foll. by 9 ) in a northerly 
direcuon. [Old English] 

North American e adj. of North America. @ 7. a 
native or inhabitant of North America, esp. a citi- 
zen of the US or Canacla. 

northbound adj, iravelling or leading north- 
wards. 


North Country 


North Country 2. (also north country) the 
northern part of England (north of the Humber) 
(also (often hyphenated) attrib: a north-country lad). 

north-countryman », (//. -men) a native of the 
North Country. 

North-East n. the part of a country or town lying 
to the north-east. 

north-east e 7. 1 the point of the horizon midway 
between north and east. 2 the compass point corres- 
ponding to this. 3 the direction in which this lies, 
e@ adj. of, towards, or coming from the north-east. 
@ adv. towards, at, or near the north-east. 0 north- 
eastern ad). 

northeaster 7. a north-east wind. 

north-easterly adj. © adv. = Nortn-rast. 

north-eastward ad. © adv. (also north-east- 
wards) towards the north-cast. 

northerly e ad. S adv. 1 in a northern position or 
direction. 2 (of wind) blowing from the north. @ 7. 
( pl. -ies) (usu. in fl.) a wind blowing from the north. 

northern ad. of, in, or towards, the north. O north- 
ernmost adj. 

northerner 7. a native or inhabitant of the north. 

northern hemisphere 7. the half of the Earth 
north of the equator. 

northern lights 7./. the aurora borealis. > aurora 

Northern States 7.//. the states in the north of the 
(US) 

North Germanic 7. © adj. en. the northern group 
of Germanic languages, comprising the Seandi- 
navian languages. @ adj. of or relating to North 
Germanic. 

north light 7». good natural light without direct sun, 
esp. as desired by painters and in factory design. 

Northman 2. (//. -men) a native of Scandinavia, 
esp. of Norway. 

north-north-east 7. the point or direction midway 
between north and north-east. 

north-north-west 7. the point or 
midway between north and north-west. 

North Pole 7. 1 the northernmost point of the 
Earth’s axis of rotation. 2 the point in the northern 
sky about which the stars appear to revolve. 

North Star 7. the pole star. 

northward e ad. S adv. (also northwards, 
towards the north. @ 7, a northward direction or 
region. 

North-West 7. the part of a country or town lying 
to the north-west. 

north-west @ 7. I the point of the horizon midway 
between north and west. 2 the compass poirit 
corresponding to this. 3 the direction in which this 
lies. @ adj. of, towards, or coming from the north- 


direction 


NOSE 
The nose processes the 
air humans breathe. 


frontal — 
sinus 


Hairs and mucus filter 

the air, while receptors in 

the olfactory epithelium nasal 
send messages about bone 


smell to the brain 
via the olfactory 
bulb and nerve. 


nasal 
cartilage 


nasal concha 


nasal cavity — 


nostril 
CROSS-SECTION 
PHROUGH THE upper Sy, UL 
HUMAN NOSE hip 


west. @ adv. towards, at, or near the north-west. 
c north-western ad). 

northwester 7. a north-west wind. 

north-westerly ad). © adv, = noxri-wesr. 

north-westward adj. © adv. (also north- 
westwards) towards the north-west. 

Norway lobster 7. a small European lobster, 
Nephrops norvegicus. [from Norway, country in N. 
Europe] 

Norwegian e 7. 1 a a native or national of 
Norway. b a person of Norwegian descent. 2 the 
language of Norway. e adj. of or relating to Norway 
or its people or language. [from Old Norse Norveg7] 

Nos. ai. numbers. 

no-score draw #7. a draw in football in which no 
goals are scored. 

nose @ 7. 1 ¥ an organ above the mouth of a human 
or animal, used for smelling and breathing. > resrir- 
wion. 2 a the sense of smell (dogs have a good nose). 
b the ability to detect a particular thing (a nase for scan- 
dal). 3 the odour or perfume of wine, tea, tobacco, 
hay, ete. 4 the open end or nozzle of a tube, pipe, pair 
of bellows, retort, etc. 5 the front end or projecting 
part of a thing, e.g. of a car or aircraft. 6 slang an 
informer of the police. @ « 1 @ (often foll. by oud) 
a perceive the smell of, discover by smell. b detect. 
2 & thrust or rub one’s nose against or into. 3 intr, 
(usu. foll. by about, around, etc.) pry or search. 4 a inix 
make one’s way cautiously forward. b /; make (one’s 
or its way). 0 as plain as the nose on your face 
easily seen or perceived. by a nose by a very narrow 
margin (won the race by a nose). get wp a person’s 
nose s/ang annoy a person. keep one’s nose clean 
slang stay out of trouble, behave properly. keep 
one’s nose to the grindstone see GRINDSTON:.. On 
the nose 1 .\. Amer. slang precisely. 2 Austral. slang 
annoying, put a person’s nose out of joint collog. 
embarrass, disconcert, frustrate, or supplant a 
person. rub a person’s nose in it sc¢ k's. turn up 
one’s‘ nose (usu. foll. by a/) collog. show disclain. 
under a person’s nose (o//og. right before a person. 
with one’s nose in the air haughtly. [Old 
English] o nosed ad). {also m com.). noseless ad). 

nosebag n. a bag containmg fodder, hung on a 
horse’s head. 

noseband 2. the lower band of a bricle, passing 
over the horse’s nose. & Bripit, 

nosebleed 7. an insiance of bleedine from the 
NOsc. 

nose-cone 7). the cone-shaped nose of a rocket etc. 
CD BALLISTIC MISSILL. ROCKE| 

nosedive e 7. 1 a stecp downward plunge by an 
aeroplane. 2 a suclden plunge or drop. @ vii make 
a nosedive. 


alfarten) cfathe lian 
olfactury bulb 


olfactory nerve 


tooth palate 


notate 


nose flute 7. & a musical 
instrument blown with the nose 


\ 


\ blow- 


in Fiji etc. hole 
nosegay 7, a bunch of flowers, 
esp. a sweet-scented posy: [based 
on (now dialect) gay ‘ornament | Finger 
hole 


nosering 7. a ring fixed in the 
nose of an animal for leading it, 
or of a person for ornament. 

nose wheel ». a landing wheel 
under the nose of an aircraft. 

nosey var. of Nosy. 

nosh s/ange vl, & intr. 1 eat or drink. 
2 .N. Amer eat between meals. @ 2. 
1 food or drink. 2... Amer a snack. 
[Yiddish] 

no-show /. a person who has reserved 
a seat etc. but neither uses it nor 
cancels the reservation. 

nosh-up 7. Bril. a large meal. 

nostalgia n. 1 sentimental yearning for 
a period of the past; regretful or wist- 
ful memory of an earlier time. 
2 a thing or things which evoke 
a former era. 3 severe home- 
sickness. [based on Greek nostos 
‘return home’] G nostalgic ad). 
nostalgically adv. 

nostril 7. either of two external openings of the 
nasal cavity in vertebrates. [Old English, from nosu 
‘nose’ + hyr(e/l “hole’| 

nostrum 7. 1 a quack remedy, a patent medicine. 
2 a pet scheme, esp. for political or social reform. 
{Latin, literally ‘our thing’, used in sense ‘of our 
own make’ ] 

nosy «dj. (also nosey) (nosier, nosiest) collog. 
inquisitive, prying. O nosily adv. nosiness n. 


NOSE FLUTE: 
FIIAN BAMBOO 
NOSE FLUTI 


Nosy Parker 1. esp. Bril. collog. a busybody. 

not adv. expressing negation, esp.: I (also n’t joined 
to a preceding verb) following an auxiliary verb or 
be or (in a question) the subject of such a verb {J 
cannol say, she isn't there, didn't you tell me? am I not 
right?: aren't we smart?). 2 used elliptically for a nega- 
tive sentence or verb or phrase (Jy she conung? — I 
hope not; Do vou want wu? - Certainly not!). 3 used to 
express the negative of other words (nol a@ single one 
was left: Are they pleased? - Not they; he is not my cousin, 
bul my nephew). 4 collog. {olowing and emphatically 
negating an affirmative statement (great party 
nol!). OQ not at all (in polite reply to thanks) there is 
no need for thanks. not half see Hai. not least 
with considerable importance, notably. not quite 
L almost (am not quite there). 2 nouccably not (not quile 
proper). not in the slightest not at all. not a thing 
nothing at all. not that {foll. by clause) it is not to 
be inferred that (¢f he said so — nol that he ever did 

he lied). mot very see very. [Middle English 
contraction of nove] 


a Usage The use of not with verbs other than 
auxtiaries or be is now archaic (e.g. [ Annee not; fear 
not), except with participles and infinitives (e.g. not 
realizing her mistake, We asked them not to come}. 


nota bene /noh-tai ben-ay/ v.tr. (as iinper) observe 
what follows, take notice. [Latin, literally ‘note 
well} 

notability 1. (//. -ies) 1 the state of being notable 
(names of no historical notability). 2 a prominent 
person. 

notable e ad). worthy of note: remarkable, eminent. 
@ ». an eminent person, [from Latin nolabilis| 
a notably adr. 

notarize i./7 (also -ise).\. {mer certify (a document 
as a notary. 

notary 7. 1 p/. -ies, (in full notary public. //. 
notaries public) a person authorized to perform 
certain legal formalities, esp. to draw up or certify 
contracts, deeds. ete 
tary | O notarial a). 


[from Latin nolartus ‘secre- 


notate ¢./), write in notauon 


notation 


NOTATION 


Conventional musical notation is written on a five-line staff 
divided into bars. Notes indicate the duration and pitch of a 
sound; they can be arranged in order of pitch to form scales. 
Clefs fix the pitch of the notes; accidentals indicate brief 


CLEPS 


treble (or G) clef 


TIME SIGNATURES 


alto (or C) clef 


changes in pitch. Rests specify the duration of a silence. 


NOTES 
breve \ 


minim 
\ 


, quaver 


ACGIDENTALS 
, Sharp 


bass (or F) clef 


three-four 
lime 


six-eight 
lime 


. natural 


, double flat 


crotchet 


semibreve 


SCALE (C MAJOR) 


semiquaver 


: 


bb 


7 ay 
stuff 
ag 


flat 


RESTS 
breve rest 


minim rest . 


key 


stonature 


double sharp 


quaver rest 


fe 


~ 


T 


a 


D \VE \p 


treble clef — 
hays clef — 


four-four lime ~ 
(common lime; 


key signature — 
alto clef — 


har line — 


har 


notation 1. 1 a & the representation of numbers. 
quantities, pitch and curation etc. of musical notes, 


ete. by symbols, b any set of such symbols. 2 a set of 


symbols used to represent chess moves, dance steps, 
etc. 3 (S$ aa note or annotation. b a record. [from 
Latin notation, related to sos | O notational «aij. 
notch e 7. 1a V-shaped indentation on an edge or 
surlace. 2 a nick made on a stick etc. in order to 
keep count. 3 collog. a step or degree (mare up a 
notch). 4 \. Amer a deep narrow mountain pass. 
@ if, Emake notches in. 2 cfoll, by up: record o1 
score with or as with notches. 3 secure or insert by 
notches. [from Anglo-French noche] O notched ad). 
notcher 1. notchy «dj. (notchier. notchiest). 


noteen. Labrich recordas an aid to memory often 
in pl: make nates; spoke without notes. 2 an observa- 
ion. ust. tmiwritten, Of experiences ete. (rampart 
notes). 3a short or informal letter, 4 a formal diplo- 
matic or parliamentary communication, 5 a short 
annotation or additional explanation ina book ete, 


were 


NOTATION IN A 1OTH-GENTURY MANUSCRIPT 


semibreve rest / 


6 a Bril. = waxKvon. (a five-pound note). b a written 
promise or notice of payment of various kinds. 
7 a nouce, attention worthy of note). b eminence (a 
person of note). 8 aa written sign representing the 
pitch and duration of a musical sound. & vorarion, 
b a single musical tone of definite pitch. ¢ a key of 
a piano etc. 9 aa bird’s song or call. ba single tone 
in this. 10a quality or tone of speaking, expressing 
mood or attitude etc.; a hint or suggestion (sound a 
note of warning, ended on a note of oplimisn,. @ v.n, 
1 observe, notice; give or draw attention to, 2 often 
loll. by down) record as a thing to be remembered or 
observed. 3 (in passe; often foll. by for) be famous 
or well known (for a quality, activity, etc.) (zvere noted 
Jur thetr generosity. D hit (or strike the right note 
speak or act in cxactly the right manner. of note 
important, distinguished (a person of note; take 
note ‘often foll. by of) observe: pay attention ,to). 
[from Latin rota *mark’] o noted adj. (in sense 3 of 
2, .noteless ad). 


crotchet rest Semiquaver 


rest 


lie (bind) 


crotche! 


accidental 
natural 


accidental 
sharp 


crotchet rest 


stu) 


semibreve rest 


notebook ». 1 a small book for making or taking 


notes. 2 a portable computer smaller than a laptop. 


notecase 7. Bril. a wallet for holding banknotes, 
notelet 7. a small folded sheet of paper for an in- 


formal letter. 


notepad 7. a pad of paper for writing notes on. 
notepaper 1. paper for writing Ictters. 
noteworthy adj. worthy of attention: remarkable. 
oc noteworthiness 1. 

nothing e 7. 1 not anything \nothing hay been done). 


2 no thing joften foll. by compl: J see nothing that 1 
want). 3a person or thing of no importance; a triv- 
ial event or remark, 4 non-existence; what does not 
exist. 5 (in calculations, no amount: nought (a third 
of nothing is nothing). @ adv. not at all, in no way (helps 
us nothing: ty nothing like enough). 0 be nothing to 
1 not concern. 2 not compare with. be (or have) 
nothing to do with L have no connection with. 
2 not be involved or associated with. for nothing 
1 at no cost, without payment. 2 to no purpose. 


nothingness 


have nothing on 1 be naked. 2 have no engage- 
ments. nothing doing collog. 1 a there is no 
prospect of success or agreement. b I refuse. 
2 nothing (is) happening. nothing (or nothing 
else} for it Bri. no alternative (nothing for il but to pay 
up). nothing less than at least (nothing less than a 
disaster). nothing (or not much) to it (or Br/. in it) 
1 untrue or unimportant. 2 simple to do. 3 no (or 
hittle) advantage to be seen in one possibility over 
another. think nothing of it do not apologize or 
fecl bound to show gratitude. [Old English] 

nothingness 7. 1 non-existence; the non-existent. 
2 worthlessness, triviality. 

notice @ 7. 1 attention, observation (2 escaped 
my notice). 2 a displayed sheet etc. bearing an 
announcement. 3 a an intimation or warning, esp. 
a formal one (give notice). b a formal announcement 
or declaration of intention to end an agreement or 
leave employment at a specified time (hand in one’s 
notice, notice to quit). 4 a short published review or 
comment about a new play, book, etc. @ v./7 1 (often 
foll. by that, how, etc. + clause) perceive, observe; 
take notice of. 2 remark upon; speak of. 5 at short 
(or a moment’s) notice with little warning. take 
notice (or no notice) show signs (or no signs) of 
interest. take notice of 1 observe. 2 act upon. 
under notice served with a formal notice. [from 
Latin notifia ‘being known’ | 

noticeable adj. 1 easily seen or noticed; percep- 
uble. 2 noteworthy. 0 noticeably adv. 
noticeboard 7. Bril. a board for displaying notices. 

notifiable adj. (of a disease, pest, etc.) that must be 
notified to the appropriate authorities. 

notify v/r (-ies, -ied) 1 inform or give notice to (a 
person). 2 make known. [from Latin notificare| O noti- 
fication 7. 

notion 7. 1 aa concept or idea; a conception (7i/ was 
an absurd notion). b an opinion (has the notion that people 
are honest). © a Vague view or understanding (haze no 
notion whal_you mean). 2 an inchnation or intention 
(has no notion of conforming). {from Latin nofio ‘idea’ 
notional adj. hypothetical. imaginary. 0 notion- 
ally adv. * 

notochord 7. a cartilaginous skeletal rod support- 
ing the body in all embryo and some adult chordate 
animals. [from Greek naton ‘back’ + cHoRrD?} 

notorious ad). well known, esp. unfavourably (a 
notorious criminal; notorious for its climate). [from 
medieval Latin noférius| G notoriety 7. notori- 
ously ado. 

notwithstanding e /rep. in spite of, without 
prevention by (wolzzthstanding your objections, this fact. 
nokeithstanding). @ adv. nevertheless. @ con. (usu. foll. 
by that + clause) although. [Middle English] 

nougat /noo-gah/ x. a sweet made from sugar or 
honey, nuts, and egg white. [from Provengal noga'] 

nought x. 1 the digit 0; a cipher. 2 proel. or archaic ain 
certain phrases) nothing (cf. yw cit). [Old English] 

noughts and crosses 7./. csp. Bri. a game in 
which players seek to complete a row of three 
noughts or three crosses. 

noun 7. Gram. a word (other than a pronoun) o1 
group of words used to name or identily any of a 
class of persons, places, or things (common 
noun), or a particular one of these (proper 
noun). [from Latin nomen “name | 

nourish pi, 1 a sustain with food. b enrich: 
promote the development of (the soil ete.). 
c provide with intellectual or emotional sustenance 
or enrichment. 2 foster or cherish (a feeling etc.). 
[from Latin nutrire| 

nourishing «dj. (esp. of food) containing much 
nourishment; sustaining. O nourishingly ado. 

nourishment /’. sustenance, food. 

nous /nowss/ n. 1 Brit. collog. common sense: 
gumption. 2 Philos. the mind or intellect. [Greck] 

nouveau riche /noo-voh reesh/ nr. (fi. 
nouveaux riches pronunc. same) a person who has 
recently acquired (usu. ostentatious) wealth. 
[French, literally ‘new rich | 


nouvelle cuisine /noo-vel/ n. a modern style of 
cookery avoiding heaviness and emphasizing 
presentation. [French, literally ‘new cookery’ | 

nouvelle vague /noo-vel vagh/ n. a new trend, 
esp. in French film-making of the early 1960s. 
[French, literally ‘new wave’} 

Nov. abbr. November. 

nova 7. (pl. novae /-vee/ or novas) a star showing 
a sudden large increase of brightness and then 
subsiding. [Latin fem. of novus “new’, because orig- 
inally thought to be a new star] 

novel! n. 1 a fictitious prose story of book length. 
2 (prec. by the) this type of literature. [from Italian 
novella (storia) “new (story) | 

novel? adj. of a new kind. [from Latin novellus} 
O novelly adi. 

novelette 7. 1 a short novel. 2 esp. Brit. derog. a light 
romantic novel. 

novelist 7. a writer of novels. d novelistic ad). 

novella 7. (//. novellas) a short novel or narrative 
story. [Italian] 

novelty 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a newness. b originality. 2 a 
new or unusual thing or occurrence. 3 a small toy 
or decoration ete. of novel design. 4 (attrib) having 
novelty (novelty foys). {from Old French novelté| 

November 7. the eleventh month of the year. [ori- 
ginally the ninth month of the Roman year: Latin, 
based on novem ‘nine’ 

novena 7. RC Ch. a devotion consisting of special 
prayers or services on nine successive days. [based 
on Latin novem ‘nine’} 

novice 7. 1 a a probationary member of a religious 
order. b a new convert. 2 a beginner. 3 a horse. dog, 
etc. that has not won a major prize in. a competition 
(also altrib.: novice hurdle). [from Latin novicius] 

noviciate 7. (also novitiate) 1 the period of being 
a novice, 2 a religious novice. 3 novices’ quarters. 

no-vote /!. a vote in opposition to a proposal etc. 

now e@ gd, 1 at the present or mentioned ume. 
2 immediately (J must go now’. 3 by this or that time 
(i was now clear). 4 under the present circumstances 
( cannot now agree). 5 on this further occasion (what 
do you want now). 6 in the immediate past (jus! nore’). 
7 (esp. ma narrative or discourse) then, next 
(the police now arrived, now lo consider the next point). 
8 «without reference to ume, giving various tones to 
a sentence) surcly, I insist, | wonder, etc. (now! whal 
do you mean by thal?; oh come now! ). @ con. (often foll. 
by that + clause) as a consequence of the fact (now 
that I am older; now you mention it), @ n. this time; the 
present (should be there by now: has happened before now’). 
0 as of now from or at this tame. for now unul a 
later time (goodbye for now). now and again (or 
then: from ume to time; intermittently. [Old 
English] 

nowadays e@ adi. at the present me or age; in these 
times. @ 7, the present time. 

nowhere e «di. in or to no place. @ fron. no place. 
oO come from nowhere be sucldenly evident or 
successful. get nowhere make or cause to make 
no progress. in the middle of nowhere co//oq. 
remote from urban life. nowhere near not nearly. 
[Old English] 

no-win a/irih.adj. of or designating a situation in 
which success is impossible. 

nowt 27. collog. or dial. nothing. 

noxious ad). harmful, unwholesome. [based on 
Latin noxa ‘harm | 0 noxiousness 7. 

nozzle 7. a spout on a hose ete. from which a jet 
issues. [> AIRBRESTL, sPR.Y-GUN, [based on Nost| 

Np spb. Chem. the element neptunium. 

nr. abbr. near. 

NRA addr (in the UK) National Rivers Authority. 

NSPCC abi. (in the UK) National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children. 

NSW abbr. New South Wales. 

NT abi: 1 New Testament. 2 Northern Territory (of 
Australias. 

n’t adv. (in comb.) = xo 1 cusu, with os, are. have, muyt. 


nuclear magnetic resonance 


and the auxiliary verbs can, do, should, would: isn’t: 
mustn't) (see also GAN'T, DON'T, WON'T). 

nth sce n°. 

nu 7, the thirteenth letter of the Greek alphabet (N, 
v). [Greek] 

nuance /new-ahnss/ @ 7. a subile shade of meaning, 
feeling, colour, etc. @ wn give a nuance lo. [French| 

nub 7. 1 the point or gist (of a matter or story). 2 a 
small lump, esp. of coal. 3 a stub; a small residue. 
o nubby ad. 

nubile adj. (of a woman) marriageable or sexually 
attractive. [from Latin nubzlis] GQ mubility ». 

nuclear /new-kli-er/ ad. 1 of, relating to, or 
constituting a nucleus. 2 using nuclear energy 
(nuclear reactor). 3 having nuclear weapons. 

nuclear bomb n. a bomb using the release of 
energy by nuclear fission or fusion or both. 

nuclear disarmament 7. the gradual or total 
reduction by a state of its nuclear weapons. 

nuclear energy 7. energy obtained by nuclear 
fission or fusion. 

nuclear family 7. a couple and their children. 

nuclear fission 7. ¥ a nuclear reaction in which a 
heavy nucleus splits spontaneously or on impact 
with another particle, with the release of energy. 
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nuclear-free adj. free from 


powcr, etc, 


nuclear weapons, 


nuclear fuel 7. a substance that will sustain a 
fission chain reaction so that it can be used as a 
source of nuclear energy. 

nuclear fusion 7. ¥ a nuclear reaction in which 
atomic nuclei of low atonnc number fuse to form a 
heavier nucleus with the release of energy. 
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nuclear magnetic resonance #). the absorption 
of clectromagnetic radiadon by a nucleus having a 
magnetic Moment when im an external magnetic 
icld, used mainly as an analyucal technique and in 
hody nnawing lor diagnosis, & ak 


nuclear physics 


NUCLEAR POWER 


Nuclear power is produced through controlled 
nuclear fission inside the core of a reactor. The 
heat created by the fission of the fuel (usually 
uranium) is taken away by a coolant and used 


to turn water into steam. The steam powers 
a turbine that runs an electricity generator, 
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nuclear physics 7. the physics of atomic nuclei 
and their interactions. 

nuclear power 7. 1 A power generated by a 
nuclear reactor. 2 a country that has nuclear 
weapons. O nuclear-powered ad). 

nuclear reactor sce kh\c FoR 7. 2. 

nuclear umbrella 7. supposed protection 
afforded by an alliance with a country possessing 
nuclear weapons, 

nuclear warfare 7. warfare in which nuclear 
weapons are used. 

nuclear waste 7. radioactive wastc material. 

nuclear weapon 7. a missile, bomb, etc., using the 
release of energy by nuclear fission or fusion or 
both. 

nuclear winter 2. a period of abnormal cold and 
darkness predicted to follow a nuclear war, caused 
by a layer of smoke and dust in the atmosphere 
blocking the Sun’s rays. 

nuclease /new-kli-ayz/ 1. any enzyme that cata- 
lyses the breakdown of nucleic acids. 

nucleate e ad). having a nucleus. e@ cinix G tr form 
or form into a nucleus. O nucleation 1. 

nuclei f/. of \1citts. 

nucleic acid 7. either of two complex organic 
substances (DNA and RNA, whose molecules 
consists of many nucleoudes linked in a long chain, 
and present in all living cells. & DN.\ 

nucleo- coimh. form nucleus: nucleic acid. 

nucleolus #7, | //. nucleoli /-ly/ Biol. a small dense 
spherical structure m the nucleus of a cell. [Late 
Latin, literally ‘lide kernel] a nucleolar ad). 

nucleon 7. /ysies a proton or neutron. 

nucleoside 7. Bilin. 
consisting of a purine or pyrimidine base linked to 


an organic compound 


a sugar. 
nucleotide 7. 
consisting of a nucleoside linked to a phosphate 


Biochem. an organic compound 


‘teotape 


ry) 


nucleus 7, (/)/, nuclei /new-kli-I/) 1 a the central 
part or thing round which others are collected. 
& von. b the kernel of an aggregate or mass. 2 an 
initial part meant to receive addiuons. 3 Aséron. the 
solid part of a comet’s head. 4 Physics ¥ the central 
core of an atom that contains most of its mass. 
5 Biol. a large dense organelle in a eukaryotic cell, 
containing the genetic material. > cri. [Latin, 
literally ‘kernel, inner part’ 

nude e ad. naked, bare, unclothed. e 7. 1a painting, 
sculpture, photograph, etc. of a nude human 
figure. 2 a nude person. 3 \prec. by the) a an 
unclothed state. b the representation of an 
undraped human figure as a genre in art. [from 
Latin nudus] 

nudge e ¢./7, 1 prod gently with the elbow to attract 
attention. 2 push gently or gradually. 3 give a 
gentle reminder or encouragement to (a person). 
en. the act or an instance of nudging; a gentle 
push. [17th-century comage| 


NUCLEUS 


A nucleus consists of particles called protons 
and neutrons, which are in turn made up of 
quarks held together by particles called gluons. 
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nudist 7, a person who advocates or practises going 
unclothed. o nudism n. 

nudity 7. the state of being nude, nakedness. 

nugatory ad. 1 futile, rifling. 2 inoperative; not 
valid. [based on Latin nugae ‘jests’| 

nugget 7. lam a lump of 
gold, platinum, “etc., as 
found in the earth. b a 
lump of anything compared 
to this, 2 something valuable for 
its size (often abstract in sense: 
a little nugget of information), 

nuisance 7. 1 a person, thing, 
or circumstance — causing 
trouble or annoyance, 2 any- 
thing harmful or offensive to 
the community or a member of 
it and for which a legal remedy 


exists. [based on Latin nocére ‘to NUGGET: 
hurt] GOLD NUGGET 
Petlrons 
protons . / electron i 
| 


. | 


\ nucleus 


nuisance value 


nuisance value 7. an advantage resulting from the 
capacity to harass or frustrate. 


nuke ollog. @ n. a nuclear weapon. e v4, bomb or 
destroy with nuclear weapons. 

null e ad. 1 (esp. null and void) invalid; not bind- 
ing. 2 non-existent; amounting to nothing. 3 having 
or associated with the value zero. 4 Computing 
a empty; having no elements (null list). b all the 
elements of which are zeros (null matrix). 5 without 
character or expression. @ n. a dummy letter in a 
cipher. [from Latin nudlus ‘none’] 0 mullity n. (p/. 
-ies). 

null hypothesis 7. a hypothesis suggesting that the 
difference between statistical samples does not 
inply a difference between populations. 

nullify »./7, (-ies, -ied) make null; neutralize, invali- 
date, cancel. o nullification n. nullifier n. 

numb e ad. (often foll. by with) deprived of fecling 
(numb with cold). @ vt 1 make numb. 2 stupefy, 
paralyse. [Middle English nome(n) ‘taken’] 
Onumbly ad. numbness 7. 

number e 7. | a an arithmetical value representing 
a particular quantity. b a word, symbol, or figure 
representing this. ¢ an arithmetical valuc showing 
position in a series (registration number). 2 (often foll. by 
of ) the total count or aggregate (the number of accidents 
has decreased). 3 a numerical reckoning (lhe laws of 
number). b (in pl.) arithmetic (nat good at numbers). 4a (in 
sing. or pl.) a quantity or amount (a large number of 
people). b (a number of) several (of), some (of). ¢ (in 
pl.) numerical preponderance ( force of numbers). 5 aa 
person or thing having a place im a series, esp. a 
single issue of a magazine, an item in a programme, 
etc. b a song, dance, musical item, etc. 6 company, 
collection, group (among our number). 7 Gram. a the 
classification of words by their singular or plural 
forms. b a particular form so classified. 8 colloq. a 
person or thing regarded familiarly (usu. qualified in 
some way: an allractive lille number). @ vt. 1 include (£ 
number you among ny frends). 2 assign a number or 
numbers to. 3 have or amount to (a specified 
number). 4 a count. b comprise (numbering forty thou- 
sand men). 0 any number of 1 any particular whole 
quantity of. 2 collog. a large unspecified number of: 
one’s days are numbered one clocs not have long 
to live. have a person’s number co/log. under- 
stand a person’s real motives, character, etc. one’s 
number is up vol/og. one is finished or doomed to 
die. without number innumerable. [from Latin 
numerus (11.), numerare (v.)] 


m Usage In sense +b of the noun, a number of is 


normally used with a plural verb, e.g, L number of 


problems remain. 


number cruncher 7. Conpuling & Math, slang 
a machine capable of complex calculations etc. 
oO number crunching ». 

numberless adj. innumerable. 

number one collog. @ 2. oneself (fake care of number 
one). @ adj, most Important (he number one priority) 

number plate 7. a plate on a vehicle displaying its 
registration number. 

numbers game 7. 1 usu. deme. action involving 
only arithmetical work. 2 a comparison. contest. 
etc., regarded merely in terms of numerical statis- 
tics. 

number two 1. a second in command, 

numbskull var. of \! wisacis. 

numeral e 7. a word, figure, or group of figures 
denoting a number. e adj. of or denouny a number. 
[from Late Latin namerales| 

numerate «adj. acquainted with the basic principles 
of mathematics. [based on Latin numeruy number | 
O numeracy 

numeration 1. 1 a method or process of number- 
ing or computing, 2 the expression i words of a 
number written i figures. 

numerator 7. the number above the line ma 
vulgar fraction showing how many of the parts 
inclicated by the denominator are taken (e.g, 2 in” 4). 


| 


numerical adj. (also numeric) of or relating to a 
number or numbers. [from medieval Latin numeri- 
cus} GQ numerically ade. 

numerology 2. the study of the supposed occult 
significance of numbers. G numerological adj. 
numerologist 7. 

numerous adj. 1 (with f/.) great in number. 
2 consisting of many. [from Latin numerosus] 
D numerously adi. numerousness /. 

numinous adj. 1 indicating the presence of a divin- 
ity. 2 spiritual. 3 awe-inspiring. [based on Latin 
numen “deity” | 

numismatic ad). of or relating to coins or medals. 
[based on Greek nomisma -atos ‘current coin] 
O numismatically adi. 

numismatics 7. the study of coins or medals. 
c numismatist /. 

numskull 7. (also numbskull) a stupid or foolish 
person. 

nun 7. a member of a community of women living 
apart under religious vows. {from ecclesiastical 
Latin nonna, fer. of nonnus ‘monk’| 0 nunlike ad). 
nunnish «dj. 

nunciature /nun-sha-tewr/ 7. RC Ch. the office or 
tenure of a nuncio. [from Italian nunziatura] 

nuncio /nun-si-oh/ 1. (pl. -os) RC Ch, a papal 
ambassador, [Italian] 

nunnery 2. (//. -1es) a religious house of nuns; a 
convent. 

nuptial e ad. of or relating to marriage or 
weddings. @ n. (usu. in pl.) a wedding, [based on 
Latin nuptiae ‘wedding’ 

nurd var. of nerp. 

nurse @ 7. 1 a person trained to care for the sick or 
infirm. 2 (formerly) a person employed or trained 
to take charge of young children. ez. 1 a ini: work 
as a nurse. b ¢r attend to (a sick person). ¢ f& give 
medical attention to (an illness or injury). 2 th 
intr. feed or be fed at the breast. 3: esp. Brit. hold 
or treat carefully or caressingly. 4 ( a foster: 
promote the development of. b harbour (a griev- 
ance ete). [based on Latin nutri “to nourish] 

nursemaid 7. 1 a woman in charge of a child or 
children, 2 a person who watches over or guides 
another carefully. 


NUT 


In strict botanical terms, 
a nut is a dry fruit with 
a hard non-sphitting 
pericarp (shell) 

, surrounding 

| usually only one 
seed. In common 
usage, the term ts 
widely apphed to 
any dry fruit that 
has a hard shell 
surrounding an 
edible kernel. 
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nutcracker 


nursery 7. (fl. -ies) 1 a a room or place equipped 
for young children. b= py xvrstry. 2 a place where 
plants etc., are reared for sale or transplantation, 

nurseryman. 7. (//. -men) an owner of or worker 
in a plant nursery. 

nursery nurse 7. Bri/. a person trained to take 
charge of babies and young children. 

nursery rhyme 7. a simple traditional song or 
story in rhyme for children. 

nursery school x. a school for children between 
the ages of usu. three and five. 

nursery slopes 2.f/, Bril. Skiing gentle slopes suit- 
able for beginners. 

nursery stakes ».//. Brit. a race for two-year-old 
horses. 

nursing 7. 1 the practice or profession of caring for 
the sick as a nurse. 2 (afirib.) concerned with or suit- 
able for nursing the sick or elderly ete. 

nursing officer 7. Bri/. a senior nurse. 

nursling 7. an infant that is being suckled. 

nurture e 7. 1 the process of bringing up; fostering 
care. 2 nourishment. 3. sociological factors as 
a determinant of personality. @ 7.é 1 bring up; 
rear. 2 nourish. [from Old French nour(e)ture} 
0 nurturer /. 

nut e 7. 1 a ¥ a fruit consisting of a hard or tough 
shell around an edible kernel. b this kernel. 2 a pod 
containing hard seeds. 3 a small usu. square or 
hexagonal flat piece of metal or other material 
with a threaded hole through it for screwing on the 
end of a bolt to secure it. 4 s/ang a person’s head. 
5 s/ang a a crazy or eccentric person. b an obsessive 
enthusiast (@ health-food nut). 6 a small lump of coal, 
butter, etc. 7 (in pl.) coarse slang the testicles. @ vt 
nutted, nutting) s/ang butt with the head. o do 
one’s nut Bri. slang be extremely angry or 
agitated, for nuts Bri. collog. even tolerably well 
(cannot sing for nuts), mats and bolts collog. the prac- 
cal details. off one’s nut s/aug crazy. [Old 
Fnglish] o nuthike ad). 

nutation 7, the act or an instance of nodding. 

nut browne 7. a dark brown colour. @ ad. (hyphen- 
ated when aftrih.) of this colour. 

nutcase n, s/ang a crazy or loolish person. 

nutcracker #. (usu. in //.) a device for cracking nuts. 
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nut cutlet 7. Bri/. a cutlet-shaped portion of meat- 
substitute, made from nuts etc. 


the genus Sia and family Situdae, 
climbimg up and down tree trunks 
and feeding on nuts etc. [hatch: 
related to nack', from the bird’s 
method of pecking at nuts in a 
crevice] 
nuthouse 7. s/ang a ncntal 
home or hospital. 
nutmeg 7. 1 an ever- 
green tree, Myristica 
Jragrans, native to the 
Moluccas, yielding a 
hard aromatic spher- 


this grated and used as a 
spice. [based on Latin 
nux “nut + Late Latin 
muscus ‘Musk’ | 

nut oil 7». an oil 
obtained from hazel- 
nuts and walnuts ancl used in paints and varnishes. 

nutria 7. the skin or fur of a coypu. [Spanish, liter- 
ally ‘otter’] 

nutrient @ 7. any substance that provides essential 
nourishment for the maintenance of life. @ adj. 
serving as or providing nourishment. {from Latin 
nutrient- ‘nourishing | 


NUTHATCH: 
EURASIAN NULHATGCH 
(Sulla eurapaea) 


nutriment 7. 1 nourishing food. 2 an intellectual 
or artistic etc. nourishment or stimulus. [from Latin 
nuirmentum| O nutrimental ad). 

nutrition 7. 1 a the process of providing or receiv- 
ing nourishing substances. b food, nourishment. 


nuthatch 7. <4 any small songbird of 


vidal seed. 2 the seed of 


NZ 


nuzzle v. 1 / prod or rub gently with the nose. 
2 intr. (foll. by into, against, up to) press the nose gently. 
3 ir (also refl.) nestle; lie snug. [Middle English, 
based on Nose] 

NVQ abi. (in the UK) National Vocation Qualifica- 
tion. 

NW abor. 1 north-west. 2 north-western. 

nyctalopia n. .\ fed. inability to see in dim hight or at 
night, [from Greek nuktalops| 

nylon 7. 1 any of various synthetic polyamide fibres 
having a protein-like structure, with tough, light- 
weight, elastic properties. > rorr. 2 a nylon fabric. 
3 (in pl.) stockings made of nylon. [invented word} 

nymph 7. 1 any of various mythological semi- 
divine spirits regarded as maidens and associated 
with aspects of nature, esp. rivers and woods. 2 poet. 
a beautiful young woman. 3 ¥ an immature form of 
an insect that does not undergo complete meta- 
morphosis. [from Greek numphe] 0 nymphal ad). 


2 the study of nutrients and nutrition. [from Late 
Latin nuirito| GO nutritional ad). nutritionally ado. 
nutritionist 7. 

nutritious ad. efficient as 
0 nutritiously adv. 

nutritive adj. 1 of or concerned in nutrition. 2 ser- 
ving as nutritious food. 

nuts collog. @ predic.adj. crazy, mad, eccentric. @ il. 
an expression of contempt (/ués fo you). 0 be nuts 
about (or Bri. on) be enthusiastic about or very 
fond of. 

nutshell ». the hard exterior covering of a nut. O in 
a nutshell in a few words. 

nutter 7. Bri!. slang a crazy or eccentric person. 

nutty ad). (nuttier, nuttiest) | a full of nuts. b tast- 
ing like nuts. 2 slang crazy, mad, eccentric. 
0 nuttiness //. 

nux vomica /. 1 ¥ a southern Asian tree, Sirchnoy 
nux-vomica, With a poisonous fruit. 2 w the seeds of 
this tree, containing 
strychnine. [medicyal 
Latin, based on nus 
‘nur + vomere 
‘to vont] 


food; nourishing, 


NYMPH: 
DAMSLLFLY NYMPH 


oval leaves 


seeds 


nympho ». ((/. -os) collog. a nymphomaniac. 

nymphomania 7. excessive sexual desire in a 
woman. O nymphomaniac 7. @ ad). 

nystagmus 7. rapid involuntary movements of the 
eyes. Onystagmic adj. [Greek nustagmos ‘nodding, 
drowiness’ from nustazo “nod, be sleepy’ 


NZ abbr New Zealand. 


NUX VOMICGA 
(Siryichnos nur-vomica) 


oat 7. 1 aa cereal plant, Avena sativa, cultivated in 
cool climates. b (in pi.) the grain yielded by this, 
used as food. > Gratw. 2 any related grass, esp. the 
wild oat, A. fatua. 3 (in pl.) slang sexual gratification. 
0 off one’s oats collog. lacking an appetite. [Old 
English] 0 oaty ad). 

oatcake 7. a thin unleavened biscuit-hke food made 
of oatmeal, common in Scotland and northern 
England. 

oath 27. (//. oaths) 1 a solemn declaration or under- 
taking (often naming God). 2 a statement or 
promise contained in an oath (oath of allegiance). 3a 
profane or blasphemous uttcrance; a curse. 
O under (or Ar/. on) oath having sworn a solemn 
oath. [Old English] 

oatmeal e 7. 1 meal made from ground oats used 
esp. In porridge and oatcakes. 2 a greyish-fawn 
colour flecked with brown. @ adj. of this colour. 

ob. abbr. he or she died. [Latin obzt] 

obbligato 7. (//. -os) Mus. an accompaniment, usu. 
special and unusual in effect. forming an integral 
part of a composition. [Italian, literally ‘obliga- 
tory | 

obdurate adj. 1 stubborn. 2 hardened against influ- 
ence. [from Latin obduratus “hardened’| a obdu- 
racy 1. obdurately ad. 

OBE abdr. (in the UK) Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire 

obedient ad. 1 obeying or ready to obey. 2 (often 
foll. by to) submissive to another’s will. {from Latin 
obedient- ‘obeying’] O obedience n. obediently 
adi 

obeisance 7. 1 a bow, curtsy, or other respectful or 
submissive gesture (make an obeisance). 2 homage. 
[from Old French obeissance} 

obeli pl of oBELus, 

obelisk 1. 1 > a tapering usu. four-sided 
stone pillar set up as a monumient or 
landmark ete. 2 = onrivs. [from Greek 
obelisho$ “little pointed pillar’) 

obelus /ob-é-lits/ 7. (p/. obeli I a 
svinbol.t a reference mark. 
2 a mark (~ or +) used m ancient manu- 
scripts to mark a word ete. [from Greek 
obelos “spit, pomted pillar | 


O' ». (also 0) (pl. Os or O's) 1 the fifteenth letter of 
the alphabet. 2 (0) nought, zero. 3 a human blood 
lype. 

O° symb. Chem. the element oxygen. 

O° mi. 1 var. of on. 2 prefixed to a name in the 
vocative (O God). [a natural exclamation] 

O? prefix of Irish patronymic names (O'Connor). [Irish | 
6, ua, “descendant’| 

o” prep. of, on (esp. in phrs.: o'clock; will-0’-the-wisp). 

-o suffia forming usu. slang or collog. variants or deriv- 
atives (beano: wino). 

oaf 7. (p/. oafs) 1 an awkward lout. 2 a stupid 
person. [originally in sense ‘elf’s child’: from Old 
Norse alfr ‘elf’| 0 oafish adj. oafishly adz. oafish- 
ness 7. 

oak x. 1 (also oak tree) W any tree of the genus 
Quercus usu. having lobed leaves and bearing 
acorns. > prciptovs. 2 the durable wood of this 
tree, used esp. for furniture and in building. > woop. 
3 (attrib) made of oak (oak table). 4 ‘the Oaks 
(treated as sing.) an annual race at Epsom for three- | 
year-old fillies. [Old English] 0 oaken ad). 


OAK: WHIT] OAK 
Quercus alba 


acorn 


lobed leaves 


used as 


obese ad. very overweight; corpulent. 
[from Latin obe,us| O obesity n 

obey 2. 1 /. acarry out the command of. 
b carry out (a command 
2 inf. do what one is told to do. 3 4. be 

[from 


obey orders. 
actuated by (a force or impulse 
Laun obedie| 
obfuscate of: 1 obscure 
conluse fa mind. topic, ete 
2 stupefy, bewilder, [based on Latin 
obfuscaluy ‘darkened’| a obfusca- 
tion 7, obfuscatory a7 


art 


obit n. collog. an obituary. 
oak-apple 7. <a spongy round obituary 2. (p/. -1es) 1 a nouce 
gall found on oak trees, formed of a ceath or deaths. 2 an OBELISK: 
by the gall wasp Bunheza account of the life of a deceased CLEOPALTRAVS 
pallida person. 3 (atirth.) of or serving as NELDLL 
oakum 7. a loose fibre an obituary. [based on Latin ENGLAND 
obtained by picking old obitus “death | Oo obituarial ad). 
rope to pieces and use! object e 7. /ob-jekt/ 1 a material thing that can he 
esp. in caulking, [Ole seen or touched. 2 doll. by of) a person or thing to 
OAK-APPLE English ume ~al}-comb- whic h action or feeling is directed he object of atlen 
ngs tion). 3 a thing sought or aimed at. 4 Gram. a noun 


or its equivalent governed by an active transitive 
verb or by a preposition, 5 Philos, a thing external 
to the thinking mind or subject. @ oh-jekt, 


OAP abbr. Brit. old-age pensioner. 
oar 7. 1a pole with a blade used for rowing or steer- 


ROM. 2 a 


ing a boat by lev rage against the water, & 


rower, O put (or stick); one’s oar in interiere, 1 intr: (often foll. by fo or Brit. against) express or feel 
meddle. [Old English] o oared aq). (also in comb.) opposition. disapproval, or reluctance. 2 6. fol. by 
oarsman 7). (//. -men; fem. oarswoman, /)/. thal + clause) state as an objection, 3b. oll. by & 


idduce (a quality or fact; as 
oO no object not 


against, or that + clause 
contrary or damaging (tc 
for ming an import nt or restricting factor vmaney 7 
object}. [from medieval Latin objec tum “thing presented 
to the mind’) o objectless adj. objector 1 
objectify 7./) 


-women) 3 rower. O oarsmanship 2. 
oasis 7. | )/. oases) 1 a fertile spot ina desert, where i case 
water is found. 2 an area or period of calm in the 
midst of turbulence. [from Greek] 


oast ”. a kiln for drying hops. {Old English] 


oast house 7. a building contaiming an cast. -ies, -ied) 1 make objectiy “pre 


obnoxious 


in a concrete form, 2 present as an object of 
perception. 0 objectification 7. 
objection 7. 1 an expression or feeling of opposi- 
tion or disapproval. 2 the act of objecting. 3 an 
adverse reason or statement. 
objectionable adj. 1 open to objection. 2 unpleas- 
ant, offensive. 0 objectionableness 7. objec- 
_ tionably ad» 
| objective e adj. 1 external to the mind; actually 
existing; real. 2 dealing with the world about us or 
exhibiting facts uncoloured by feelings or opinions 
3 Gram. (of a case or word) constructed as or appro- 
priate to the object of a transitive verb or preposi- 
tion. 4 aimed at (objective point). @ n. 1 something 
sought or aimed at. 2 Gram. the objective case. 
0 objectively adv. objectivity v. objectivize 2.//. 
(also -ise). 
object lesson 7. a striking practical example of 
some principle. 
objet d’art /ob-zhay dar/ n. (pl. objets d’art 
pronunc. same) a small decorative object. [French. 
literally ‘object of art’] 
objurgate v./r /iterary chide or scold. [based on 
Latin jurgium ‘strife’] 0 objurgation 7. 
oblate’ n. a person dedicated to a monastic or reli- 
gious life or work. [from medieval Latin oblatus 
‘offered’ 
oblate? adj. Geom. (of a spheroid) flattened at the 
poles. [from Latin odlatus, literally ‘carried in- 
versely’ 
oblation n. Relig. a thing offered to a divine being. 
a oblational ad. oblatory ad). 
obligate vt; 1 (usu. in passive; foll. by fo + infin. 
bind (a person) legally or morally. 2 (°S commit 
(assets) as security. [based Latin obligatus 
‘obliged’] a obligator x. 


on 


obligation 7. 1 the constraming power of a law, 
precept, duty, contract, ete. 2 a duty; a burdensome 
task. 3.a binding agreement. 4 aa kindness done o1 
b indebtedness for this 


received (repay an obligation 
be under an obligation 

obligatory «aj. 1 legally or morally binding. 
2 compulsory. 3 constituting an obligation. a obli- 
gatorily ad: 

oblige vf 1 (foll. by /¢ + infin.) constrain, compel. 
2 be binding on. 3 a make indebted by conferring 
a favour. b foll. by zewh. 
absol.) gratify (oblige me by leaving. 4 an passive; foll. by 
fo) be indebtecl. G much obliged an expression of 
thanks. [from Latin obligare] 


or 6y + verbal noun; also 


obliging adj, courteous, accommodating; ready t 
do a service or kindness. 6 obligingly adv. 

oblique e ad. 1 a slanting: declining from the verti- 
cal or horizontal. b diverging from a straight line 01 
course, 2 not going straight to the point; indirect 
3 Geom. inclined at other than a right angle. 4 Gram. 
denoung any case other than the nominative o1 
vocatve. 3 Bot. (of a leaf) with unequal sides 
en. Brit. an oblique stroke [from Latin obliguis} 
0 obliquely ad:. obliqueness »). obliquity ». 

obliterate #:/r blot out: destroy. leave no clear trace 
ol. [based on Latin vbliteratus “crased’| 0 oblitera- 
tion 7. obliterative ad). obliterator 

having 


return 


oblivion 7. 1 the state of 


forgotten. 2 the state of being lorgotten 

[fromm Latin eblicio} 

oblivious adj. 1 yolien toll. by « 
ful. 2 (foll. by to, OF ) 
[from Latin obfiviosus| & obliviously 
ousness 1. 


forgetuing of 


oblivion 


forectlul, unmind- 
unconscious of 
oblivi- 


unaware oF 


oblong e ad. 1 rectangular with adjacent sides 


unequal. 2 greater in breadth than m= height 
ev. an oblong hgure or object [from Latin oA 
‘longish | 
obloquy ». 1 the state of being generally il spoken 
of. 2 abuse. detraction. [from Late Laun 
‘contradiction | 
obnoxious ai). ollensive, objectionabl 

originally in s vulnerable harmy ft 

Ui obnoxiously obnoxiousness 


oboe 


OBSERVATORY 


Astronomers use observatories to study the movement, 


position, and physical composition of celestial bodies. 
Observatories are built where viewing conditions 


lelescope’s 


Sfield of view: 


are best: usually on high ground, in low-population 


areas with stable air and little cloud. The Keck 


telescopes (the largest in the world) are used 
in observatories on Mauna Kea, Hawaii. 
These telescopes have mirrors with 

a diameter of 10 m (33 ft). 


prime-focus 
platform . 


insulating > 
aluminium foil , 


shutter —— 
drive and 
track 


gearwheel / right avcension drive/ 


telescope's 
secondary 
mer rors 


, crane 


lelescape's | 
promary 
murror 


mirror | 
supports 


\ fime-keeping 
equipment 


obstacle 


EXPLODED CROSS-SECTION OF AN 
ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY 


“ 
ss 

dome 
shulter y mount observer's | 
i) 
/ _ ¢age | 
telescope | 

» cage 


\ ~ 


\ darkroom 


| equipment 
entrance 


oboe 7. a woodwind double-reed instrument of 
treble pitch and plaintive incisive tone. & ORC HESTR\, 
woopwinn. [from French hautbois, from haul ‘hugh? + 
bots ‘wood’ | 0 oboist n. 

oboe d’amore 7, an Oboe wth a pear-shaped bell 
and mellow tone, pitched a minor third below a 
normal oboe, commonly used in baroque music 
fTtalian, literally “oboe of love’| 

obscene adj. 1 olfensively or repulsively indecent. 
2 collug. ighly repugnant (obscene wealth). 3 Brit. Lax 
iof a publication, tending to cleprave or corrupt. 
[from Latin vbw (ajenus “ll-omened, abomimable’| 
0 obscenely ad. 

obscenity 7. ( //. -ies) 1 the state or quality of being 
obscene, 2 an obscene action. word, ete. 

obscurantism 7. opposition to knowledge and 
enlightenment. [basect on Latin ohvewranl- “darken- 
ing | Oo obscurantist n. & ad). 

obscure e adj. 1 not clearly expressed or easily 
understood. 2 vague. uncertain. 3 > dark. dim. 
4 indistinct: clear, 5 Iidden: remote from 
observation. 6 a unnouced. b ‘of a person) undis- 
Hneuished, hardly known. @ 2./: bP make obscure. 
dark, indistinct, or unintelligible. 2 dim the glory 
of, outshine. 3 conceal from sight. [from Latin 

 ‘dark’| 0 obscuration 7, obscurely ad: 
obscurity 1, ( j/. -ies 

obsequies /ob-si-kwiz/ 
funeral. [pl of obsole 
Latin ¢ 


net 


abe ui 


1 funeral rites. 2 a 


yuy. {ron 


n pil. 


medieval 


Avequiae | 
servilels attentive 
Miu ¢ nnplian € | 0 obse- 


obsequiousness 4 


obsequious (/). Obedient ot 
fbased on Latin o/ 


quiously «ad/ 


Hd 


observance 7. 1 the act or process of keeping or 
performing a law, duty, ete. 2 a customary rite. 
observant adj. 1 acute or diligent in taking notice. 
2 attentive in esp. religious observances tan observant 
Jew). (French, literally ‘obscrving’] o observantly 
adi. 

observation 7). 1 the act or an instance of noticing: 
the condition of being noticed. 2 perception; the 
faculty of taking nouce. 3 a remark or statement, 
4 a the accurate watching and noting of a 
phenomenon ctc. for the purpose of scientific 
investigation. b a result so obtamed. Oo under 
observation bcing watched or monitored. G ob- 
servational adj. observationally ad. 

observation car 1. esp. V. Amer a carriage in a 
train built so as to afford good views. 

observation post 7. .\fi/. a post lor watching the 
effect of artillery fire ete 

observatory 7. (/)/. -ies) A a room or building for 
the observation of natural, esp. astronomical o 
incteorological, 


Laun 


phenomena. 
observare “to 


OBSIDIAN 


based on 
watch | 
observe ¢:/). 1 soften foll. by 
thal, haw + clause) perceive: 
wecome conscious of 

2 watch carefully. 3 f 

a follow or aclhere to fa law. 
winciple. etc. b keep or 
adhere to tan appointed 
ume). ¢ maintain tsilence), 
d duly perform ta rite). e cele- 


rate (an aANVeT sary) 4 ¢xam- 


= 


ine and note (phenomena). 5 (often foll. by that + 
clause) say, esp. by way of comment. {from Latin 
observare to watch | 0 observable ad. observably 
ad. observer n. 

obsess ifr (often in passive) preoccupy. haunt; fill 
the mind of (a person) continually. {based on Latin 
obsessits ‘besieged, possessed’] O obsessive ad. & n. 
obsessively adv. obsessiveness 7. 

obsession 7. 1 the act of obsessing or the state of 
being obsessed. 2 a persistent idea or thought 
dominating a person’s mind. 3a condition in which 
such iceas are present. 0 obsessional adj. obses- 
sionally adv, 

obsessive-compulsive adj. Psychol. relating to a 
disorder in which a person feels compelled to 
perform certain actions repeatedly to alleviate 
persistent fears or intrusive thoughts. 

obsidian 7. Wa dark glassy volcanic rock formed by 
the rapid solidifieation of lava without crystalliza- 
lion. & teXtocs. {from Latin Ody, name (in Pliny) 

of the discoverer of a similar stone] 
obsolescent adj. becoming obso- 
lete: gomg out of use or date. [from 


Latin obsolescent- “falling into 
disuse’ | O obsolescence ». 
obsolete ad). 1 disused. 


discarded, anuquated. 2 Bul. 
rudimentary. [from Latin obs0 
letus| 
obstacle 7. a person or thing that 
obstructs progress. [Middle English 
via Old French from Latin obstaculunt| 


obstacle race 


obstacle race 7. a race in which various obstacles 
have to be negotiated, 

obstetric adj. (also obstetrical) of or relating to 
childbirth and associated processes. [based on 
Latin obsteinx ‘midwife’] 0 obstetrically adi. 
obstetrician 7. 

obstetrics n. the branch of medicine and surgery 
concerned with childbirth and midwifery. 

obstinate adj. 1 stubborn, intractable. 2 firmly 
adhering to one’s chosen course of action or opin- 
ion despite dissuasion. 3 not readily responding to 
treatment ete. [from Latin obstinatus| 0 obstinacy 
n. obstinately adv. 

obstreperous ad. 1 turbulent, unruly. 2 noisy, 
vociferous. [from Latin obstreperus ‘clamorous’| 
0 obstreperously adv. obstreperousness 7. 

obstruct vi, 1 block up; make hard or impossible 
to pass along or through. 2 impede. [based on 
Latin obstructus ‘blocked up’ 

obstruction 7. 1 the act or an instance of blocking; 
the state of being blocked. 2 an obstacle or block- 
age. 3 the retarding of progress by deliberate 
delays, esp. of parliamentary business. 4 Sport the 
act of unlawfully obstructing another player. 
Oo obstructionism 7. (in sense 3). obstructionist 
n. (in sense 3). 

obstructive e adj. causing or intended to cause an 
obstruction, @ 7. an obstructive person or thing. 
0 obstructively ad. obstructiveness 1. 

obtain 7. 1 f acquire, secure; have granted to one. 
2 intr. be prevalent or established or in vogue. [from 
Latin obtinére ‘to keep’| 0 obtainable ad). 

obtrude ». I ini: be or become obtrusive. 2 fr: (often 
foll. by on, upon) thrust forward (oneself, one’s opin- 
ion, etc.) uportunately. [from Latin obtrudere| 

obtrusive ad. 1 unpleasantly or unduly noticeable. 
2 obtruding oneself: [based on Latin obdfrusus 
‘pushed out’] o obtrusively ad. obtrusiveness 7. 

obtuse ad. 1 dull-witted; slow to understand. 
2 blunt in form; not sharp-pointed or sharp-edged. 
3 (of an angle) more than 9U° and less than 180°. 
D> TRIANGLE, [from Latin offusus ‘blunted’ o obtusely 
adv. obtuseness 7). 

obverse 7. 1 a the side of a coin or medal etc. bear- 
ing the head or principal design. b this design. 
2 the front or proper or top side of a thing, 3 the 
counterpart of a fact or truth. [from Latin odversus 
‘turned towards’| 0 obversely adi. 

obviate wir get round or do away with (a need, 
inconvenience, etc.). [based on Latin obviatus 
‘opposed’] 0 obviation n. 


obvious adj. easily seen, recognized, or understood! 


[from Latin odvus “in the way’] @ obviously ad. 
obviousness /). 

OC abbr. Officer Commanding. 

ocarina 7. W a sinall egg-shaped ceramic (usu. 
terracotta) or metal wind instrument. [Italian, 
based on oca ‘goose’, from its shape} 


OCARINA: |91H-CENTURY 
GERMAN OCARINA 


Occam’s razor 7. (also Ockham’s razor) the 
scientific principle that in explaining a thing no 
more assumptions should be made than are neces- 
sary. fnamect afier William of Occam. the 13th- 
century English philosopher | 
occasion e »). 1 aa special or noteworthy event or 
happening. b the time or occurrence of this. 
2 (often foll. by for. or fo + infin.) a reason or justifi- 
cation (there is no occasion to be angry). 3 a juncture 
suitable for doing something. 4 an immediate but 


| OCEAN 
Approximately 70 per cent of the Earth’s 


ocelot 


kilometres), the world’s oceans are constantly 


surface is covered by oceans and seas. Owing moving. Oceans support a huge diversity of 


to the action of tides, wind, and currents 


life, with most species found in water 0-200 m 
| (flows of water that may travel thousands of (0-655 ft) deep (the sunlit zone). 


Arctic Ocean 


OGEANSIOR Dh: 
WORI.D 


Indian 


Ocean 


Southern Ocean 


subordinate cause (the assassination was the occasion of 
the war). @ v.tr. 1 be the occasion or cause of. 2 (foll 
by to + infin.) cause (a person or thing to do some- 
thing). 6 on occasion now and then; when the 
need arises. rise to the occasion produce the 
necessary will, energy, etc. in unusually demanding 
circumstances. [from Latin orcaxtu ‘juncture. 
reason’ | 

occasional adj. 1 happening irregularly and infre- 
quently. 2 made or meant for, or associated with, a 
particular occasion (occasiunal hymn). 0 occasion- 
ally adi. 

Occident 2. poet. or literary (prec. by the) 1 the West. 
2 western Europe. 3 Europe, America, or both, as 
distinct from the Orient. 4 European or Western in 
contrast to oriental civilization. [from Latin occidens 
occident- “setting, west’| 

occidental e adj. 1 of the Occident, as distinct from 
oriental. 2 western, 3 of western Europe. 4 relating 
to European or Western (in contrast to oriental 
civilization, @ n. (Occidental) a native or inhabi- 
tant of the Occident. 

occiput 7. the back of the head. > sku. [Latin] 
D occipital «/). 

occlude 7/7, 1 stop up or close. 2 Chem. absorb and 
retain (gases or Impurities). [from Latin occludere| 

occluded front 7. \etevro/. a front resulting from 
occlusion. & WLATHLR CHARI 

occlusion 1. J the act or process of occluding. 
2 Afeteorol. a phenomenon in which the cold front of 
a depression overtakes a warm front. O occlusive 
adj. 

occult @ ad). 1 involying the supernatural; mystical. 
2 esoteric. 3 beyond the range of ordinary know!- 
edge. @ vl Aviron, (of a celestial body) conceal (an 
apparently smaller body) from view by passing or 
being in front of it. [from Latin occu/tus ‘concealed’ | 
0 occultism 1. occultist 1. 

occupant 7. 1 a person who occupies, resides in, 1 
is in a place clic. 2 a person holding property, esp. 
land, in actual possession. [from Latin occupant- 
‘occupying’| Gd occupancy n. (pl. -ies). 

occupation 7. 1 what occupies one: a means of 
passing one’s time. 2 a person’s temporary or regu- 
lar employment. 3 the act of occupying or state of 
being occupied. 4 tenure, occupancy. 

occupational ad. 1 of or in the nature of an occu- 
pation or occupations, 2 (of a disease, hazard, etc.) 
rendered more likely by one’s occupation. 

occupational therapy 7. mental or physical activ 
ity designed to assist recovery from clsease or 
injury. O occupational therapist 7. 


’ Pacific 


ae _ Ocean 


Allantic 
Ocean 


occupier 7. Bri/. a person residing in a property as 
its owner or tenant. 

occupy ?./7 (-ies, -ied) I reside in; be the tenant of. 
2 take up or fill (space or time or a place). 3 hold (a 
position or office). 4 take military possession of. 
5 place oneself in (a building etc.) forcibly or with- 
out authority. 6 (usu. reff. or in passive; often foll. by 
in, with) keep busy or engaged. [from Latin occupare 
‘to seize’ 

oceur ¢:/ni, (occurred, occurring: 1 come into 
being as an event or process at or during some time. 
2 exist or be encountered in some place or condi- 
tions. 3 (loll. by /o; usu. foll. by that + clause) come 
mto the mind of. [from Latin occurrere ‘to go to 
meet, present itself] 

occurrence 7. 1 the act or an instance of occur- 
ring. 2 an incident or event. 

ocean 7. 1 Aa large expanse of sea, esp. each of the 
main areas called the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, 
Arctic, and Southern Oceans. 2 (usu. prec. by the) 
the sea. 3 (often in p/.) a very large expanse or quan- 
uty of anything (oceans of time). (from Greek okeanos 
‘the great stream encircling the Earth’s disc, the 
Auantic’] D oceanic ad). 

oceanarium 7. | /)/, oceanariums or oceanaria, 
a large sea-water aquarium for keeping sea 
animals, 

ocean-going ad. (of a ship) designed to cross 
oceans. 


oceanography ». the study of the oceans. 0 ocean- 
ographer 7. oceanographic adj. 

ocelot n. 1 ¥ a medium-sized cat, Felts pardalis, 

having a deep yellow or orange coat 

with black striped and_ spotted 

markings, 2 its fur. [from Aztec 
ocelotl Jaguar | 


OCELOT 
(Felis pardalis) 


och 


och /okh/ int. Sc. & dr expressing surprisc, reerct, 
admiration, etc. [Gaclic & Trish] 

oche /ok-i/ 7. (also hockey) Dari) the line behind 
which the players stand when throwing, [20th- 
century coinage] 

ochre (/ S ocher)e 7, La mineral of clay and ferric 
oxide, used as a pigment varying from light yellow 


to brown or red. 2 a pale brownish yellow. @ adj. of 


the colour of ochre, esp. pale brownish yellow. 
[from Greek diva ‘vellow ochre’] 0 ochreous ad). 
ochrous ai). 

o’clock ad. of the clock (used to specify the hour) 
0) lock 

Oct. «bin. October. 

oct. abby. octavo. 

oct- com). form assim. form of octa-, oc1o- before a 
vowel. 

octa- comb, form (also oct- before a vowel) eight. 
|Gacek| 

octad ». a group of eight. [from Greek 
oktay -ados| 

octagon 7. 1 ® a plane figure with eight 
sides and angles. 2 an object or building 
with this cross-section, [from Greck 


oclagonos| O octagonal adj. octagonally \ 
: \ 


adv. a wy, 


octahedron 2. , //. octahedra or octahe- 
drons P a solid figure contained by eight 
(esp. triangular) plane faces. [from Greek 
ohlaedion| 0 octahedral ad). 

octal adj. reckoning or procecding: by 
eights roctal scale). 

octane 7. a colourless inflaminable 
hydrocarbon of the alkane serics. 

number 2. :also 


octane octane 


A i 


OCTAGON 


OD slang @ x. an overdose, esp. of a narcotic 
drug, @ vin. (OD’s, OD’d, OD’ing) take an over- 
dose. 

odalisque ». /is/. an Eastern female slave or concu- 
bine. [from Turkish odaliA| 

odd adj. 1 strange, quecr, remarkable. 2 casual, occa- 
sional (odd jobs, odd moments). 3 not normally noticed 
or considered (7n some odd corner). 4 a (of numbers 
such as 3 and 5) not integrally divisible by two. 
b bearing such a number (no parking on odd dales), 
5 left over when the rest have been distributed or 
divicled into pairs (have got an odd sock). 6 detached 
from a set or series \@ few odd volumes). 7 somewhat 
more than ( forty odd). 8 by which a round number, 
given sum, cte., is exceeded (we have 102 what shall 
we do with the odd ??). [from Old Norse odda- in odda- 
mathy third man, odd man’| 0 oddly adv. oddness 1. 

oddball 7. co/log. 1 an odd or eccentric person. 

2 tatirib., strange, bizarre. 

odd bod 7. slang a strange or eccentric 
person. 
oddity 2. ( p/. -ies, 1 a strange person, 
thing, or occurrence. 2 a peculiar wait. 
3 the state of being odcl. 
odd job #). a casual isolated piece of work. 

oe odd man out #. a person or thing cliffermyg 
from all the others in a group in some respect. 
oddment 7. 1 an odd article; something 
left over. 2 (in pl.) miscellaneous articles. 

odds »/. 1 the ratio between the amounts 
staked by the parties to a bet, based on the 
expected probability cither way. 2. the 
balance of probability (the odds an 
aganvt it). 3 the balance of advantage 
ithe odds are in_your favour). 4 an equalizing 

allowance to a weaker competitor 5 a 


rating a figure indicating the antiknock r difference giving un advantage (i make no 
properties of a fuel. odds). O at odds ‘often foll. by zezth) in 
octavalent ad). Chem. having a valency ol OCTAHEDRON conllict or at variance. over the odds 


eight. 
octave 7. 1 Aus. aa series of cight notes occupying 
the interval between ,and including) two notes, one 


having twice or half the frequency of vibration of 


the other. b this interval. ¢ each of the two notes at 
the extremes of this interval. d these two notes 
sounding together. 2 a group or stanza of cight 
lines. [from Latin oelava dies ‘cighth day’ ireckoned 
ic lisiwe | 

octavo 2. ( p/. -os) 1 a size of book or page given by 
folding a stanclard sheet three times to form cight 
leaves. 2 a book or sheet of this size. [from Latin 7 
orlaco “Wan eighth | 

octet 7. also octette, 1 Au. a a composition tor 
eight voices or instruments. b the performers of 
such a piece. 2 a group of eight. 3 the first cight 
lines of a somet, 4 Chem. a stable group of cight 
electrons, [from [Italian offerte] 

octo- comb. form valso oet- before a vowel) cight. 
| Latin & Greck| 

October ». the tenth month of the year. [originally 
the eighth month of the Roman vear: Latin. based 
on octo cight | 

octogenarian /. a person from 80 to 89 years old. 
[from Latin ortagenantes “aged eighty | 

octopod ». any cephalopod of the order Octopoda, 
with eight arms usu. havine suckers, and a round 
sacltke body, including octopuses. [from Greek oAto 
‘eight’ + fous podos “too | 

octopus 2. |/)/, octopuses, ® any cephalopod 
molluse of the genus Orlupus, Bledone. ctc., having 
cight suckered arms, a soft saclike body, and stone 
beakhke jaws. & creutorop. [from Greek off eight? 
+ fous pudus Too] 

octuple e «i. cightfold. ey. an cightlold amount. 
orb. © mr multiply by cight. [from Latin ocfuplus 

ocular «dj. ol or connected with the eves or sight: 
visual. [based on Latin acu Seve] 

oculist 7. a person who specializes in the medical 
treannent of eye disorders or delects. [from Trench 
ortdiste| O oculistic ad) 


dhe 


above a gencrally agreed price etc. take 

odds oller a bet with odds unfavourable to the other 
better. what’s the odds? co/log. what does it matier? 
odds and ends 7,/)/. (also co/log. odds and sods) 


miscellaneous articles or remnants. 

odds-on e ¥. a stale when success 1s more likely 
than failure, esp. as indicated by the betting odds. 
@ adj. tof a chance: better than even: likely, 

ode 7. 4 lyric poem, usu, rhymed and in the form of an 
address, in varied or wregular metre. [from Greek aide] 

odious ad). hateful, repulsive. O odiously adi: 
odiousness 7. 

odium ». a veneral or widespread clislike or repro- 
bation incurred by a person or associated with an 
action, {Latin, literally ‘hatred’ 


OCTOPUS 


Unhke most other molluses, the majority 
of octopuses have no shell Gnternal or 
external). They usually hide in rocky lairs 
by day and emerge to feed at night. The 
powerful suckers on an octopus’s arms 
are used to hold captured prey (such as 

a crab). A poisonous secreuon from 

the octopus’s beak then 

paralyses the 

held creature. 
When threatened. 


i, 


octopuses can change 
colour to hice from. 
or confuse. attackers. 


parred 
suckers 


Octopus species 
range in leneth 
from 3 em +2 in. © 
to around 9 m ¢ 
130 (ty. 


Oedipus complex 


cable-driven 
worm-gear 


tenths 


distance wheel 


counte) 


Jaceplate 


ODOMETER: OVIL.RHEAD VIEW OF A 
MOTORCYCLE ODOMETER 


odometer ». (esp. US) & an insirument for measur- 
ing the distance travelled by a wheeled vehicle. 
[based on Greek fedos way’] 0 odometry 2. 


odontoid process #7. a projection from the second 
cervical vertebra. 

odor US var. of ovorr. 

odoriferous aq. dilfusing a scent, esp. an agreeable 
one. [from Latin odonfer ‘odour-bearing’| 0 oderif- 
erously ad). 

odorous adj. 1 having a scent. 2 = oportrLrous. 
0 odorously ad:. 

odour 2. ((/S odor) 1 the property of a substance 
that has an effect on the nasal sense of smell, 2 a 
lasting quality or trace (an odour of intolerance). 
3 regard, repute (in bad odour). [from Latm odo 
‘smell’] G odourless ad). (in sense 1). 

odyssey /od-1-si/ 1. { pl. -eys) a series of wanderings: 
along adventurous journey. [from Greek Odusseia, title 
of an epic poem atiibuted to Homer describing the 
adventures of Odysseus] 0 Odyssean ad). 

OECD ahi, ~~ Organization — for 
Cooperation and Development. 

OED abby, Oxtord English Dictionary, 

oedema /i-dee-1ga/ 7. (US edema) a condition 
characterized by an excess of watery fluid collect- 
ing in the cavities or tissues of the body, [from 
Greck od@nu| O oedematous ad). 
Oedipus complex /ee-di-piis/ n. Pyychol. (accord- 
ing to Freud ete.) the complex of emotions aroused 
in a young fesp. male) child by a subconscious 
sexual desire for the parent of the opposite sex and 

wish to exclude the parent of the 
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oenology 


same sex. [from Greek Oidipous, legendary king of 
‘Thebes| 0 Oedipal aa). 

oenology /cen-ol-dji/ n. (US enology) the study of 
wines. [based on Greek oinos ‘wine’] 0 oenological 
adj. oenologist n. 

o’er /oh-cr/ adv, G prep. poel. = over. 

oesophagus /i-sof-a-giis/ 7. (US esophagus) ( //. 
oesophagi /-jy/ or -guses) W the part of the 
alimentary canal from the throat to the stomach; 
the gullet. > victsrion. [from Greek ozsophagos| 
a oesophageal /i-sof-a-jeel/ ad). 


tongue 
pharynx 
trachea 
oesophagus 
liver 
stomach 
OESOPHAGUS: HUMAN ALIMENIFARY CANAL 


SHOWING THE OLSOPHAGUS 


oestradiol n. Biochem. a major oestrogen produced 
in the ovaries. 

oestrogen /eess-(rd-jén/ n. (LS estrogen) 1 any 
of various steroid hormones developing and main- 
taining female characteristics of the body. 2 sucha 
hormone produced artificially. 0 oestrogenic ad). 
oestrogenically ad’. 

oestrus /eess-tris/ 7. (also oestrum, US estrus, 
estrum)a recurring period of sexual receptivity in 
many female mammals. [from Greek ozstros “gadfly, 
frenzy] G oestrous ad). 

oeuvre /ervr/ n. the works of an author, painter, 
composer, etc., esp. regarded collectively. (French, 
literally ‘work’ | 

of prep. connecting a noun (often a verbal noun) or 
pronoun with a preceding noun, adjective. adverb, 
or verb, expressing a wide range of relations 
broadly describable as follows: 1 origin. 
authorship | paidtings of Turner. people of Rome). 2 the 
material or substance constituting or identifying a 

_ thing (@ Aouse of cards). 3 elongmg, connection, o 
possession ‘articles of clothing; tip of the iceberg). 4 iden- 
tity or close relation (dhe city of Rome; a fool of a man). 
5 removal, separation, or privation (north of the city: 
got rd of them). 6 rcterence, direction, or respect 
Siewate of the dog: very good of you; the selling of goods). 
7 objective relation (/ove of music). 8 paruuon, clas- 
sification, or inclusion (no more of thal: part of the 
story). 9 description, quality, or condition (the hour of 
prayer: a girl of ten). 10.\. Amer. ime in relation to the 
following hour (a quarter of three). a be of possess 
intrinsically (4 of great interest). of all designating 
the (nominally) least like ly example {you of all 
people! ). of all the nerve (or cheek ctc.} an cxcla- 
mation of indignation at a person’s lmpudence etc. 
of an evening (or morning etc.) collog. 1 on most 
evenings (or mornings etc.). 2 at some ome in 
the evenings for mornings etc.). of late recently. 
of old formerly; long ago. old English] 


w Usage (/ should not be used instead of have in 
constructions such as low should have asked. He could- 
n't have known, although in rapid speech they sound 
the same. 


Off. abby, 1 Olfice. 2 Officer: 
offe adv. 1 away: at or to a distance (drove off; ts three 
miles off). 2 out of position; not on or touching or 


Cees Oey 


attached (has come off; take your coat off}. 3 so as to be 
rid of (sleep it off). 4 so as to break continuity; 
discontinued (take a day off; the game is off). 5 not 
available as a choice (chips are off). 6 to the end; 
enurely (finish off; pay off). 7 situated as regards 
money etc. (25 badly off |. 8 off stage (noses off). 9 esp. 
Brit. (with preceding numeral) denoting a quantity 
produced or made at one time (esp. one off). @ prep. 
1a from; away or down or up from { fell off the chaz). 
b not on (was already off the pitch). 2 a (temporarily: 
relieved of or abstainmg from (off duty). b not 
attracted by for the time being (off their food). ¢ not 
achieving or doing one’s best in (off form). 3 using as 
a source or means of support (lve off the land). 
4 leading from (a street off the Strand). 5 at a short 
distance to sea from (sank off Cape Horn). @ adj. 1 far, 
further (the off side of the wall). 2 Brit. (of a part of a 
vehicle, animal, or road) right (the off front wheel). 
3 ( predic.) Brit. collog. a annoying or unfair. b unwell 
(am feeling a bit off). ¢ (of food etc.) no longer fresh. 
@ x. 1 (in full of f side} Cricket the half of the field 
(as divided Jengthways through the pitch) towards 
which the batsman’s feet are pointed. > cricket. 
2 Brit. collog. the start of a race; the departure. 0 off 
and on intermittently; now and then, off form see 
rorm. Off guard see Gianv. off one’s hands see 
uAnD. Off one’s head see HEAD, off of slang disp. = 
or prep. la ( picked tt up off of the floor). off the peg 
see peu. off the point e ad). irrelevant. @ adv. irrele- 
vantly. off the record see xecorp. [originally vari- 
ant of or, to distinguish the sense] 


a Usage Ihe use of off of for the preposition off 
(sense la), e.g. lified it up off of the table is non-stan- 
dard and should be avoided. 


off-air adj. G ade. involving or by the transmission 
of programmes by broadcasting, 

offal 1». 1 the less valuable edible parts of a carcass, 
esp. the entrails and internal organs. 2 refuse or 
waste stuff. {from Middle Dutch fil] 

offbeat e adj. 1 Mus. not comeiding with the beat. 
2 eccentric, unconventional. en. Afus, any of the 
normally unaccented beats in a bar. 

off-break n. Crickel a ball which deviates from the 
off side after bouncing. 

off-centre adj. © adv. not quite coinciding with a 
central position. 

off chance 1. (prec. by the) the slight possibility. 

off colour predic.ad. 1 Brit. not m good health. 
2.\. Amer. somewhat indecent. 

offeut n. a rcimnant of umber, 
cutting, 

off day ». a day when one is not at one’s best. 

offence n. (('S offense: 1 an illegal act; a wans- 
eression oF misdemeanour 2 a wounding of the 
lcelings (no offence was meant). 3 the act of attacking 
or taking the offensive. [originally in sense *stum- 
bling, stumbling block*: from Latin offensus] 

offend ¢. 1 f: cause offence to or resentment in: 
wound the feelings of. 2 fr displease or anger. 3 intr. 
commitan illegal act. 4 a: (often fol. by agaist) do 
wrong; transgress. [from Latin offendere| 0 offend- 
edly adi. offender n. offending ai). 

offensive e adj. 1 giving or meant or likely to give 
offence: insulting, 2 disgusting, repulsive. 3 a aggres- 
sive, attacking, b ,of a weapon) meant for use in 
attack. @ 7, 1 an aggressive action or attitucle. 
2 an attack. 3 aggressive action in pursuit of a 
cause. 0 offensively ad:. offensiveness 1. 

offer ev. 1 7, present for acceptance or redusal or 
consideration. 2 mir ifoll. by to + infin.) express 
readiness or show iniention (offered lo take the children). 
3 tr provide: give an opportunity for. 4 fr make 
available for sale. 5 @ (of a thing) present to one’s 
attention (each day offers new opportunities, 6 b. present 
fa sacrifice ete.) to a deity. 7 tie present itself, occur 
(as opportunity offers). 8 te attempt, or try to show 


paper, ete., after 


iolence, resistance, etc,). @ 2 1 an expression of 


readiness to do or give if desired, or to buy or sell 
dor a certain amount), 2 an amount offered. 3 a 
proposal resp. of marriage. 4a bid. on offer Br7. 


off-licence 


for sale at a certain (esp. reduced) price. [from Latin 
offerre| 

offering n. 1 a contribution, esp. of money, to a 
Church. 2 a thing offered as a sacrifice cte. 
3 anything contributed or offered. 

offertory 1. (pl. -ies) 1 Eccl. a the offering of the 
bread and wine at the Eucharist. b an anthem 
accompanying this. a the collection of money at 
a religious service. b the money collected. [from 
ecclesiastical Latin offertorium ‘offering’ | 

offhand e adj. curt or casual in manner. @ adv. 1 in 
an offhand manner. 2 without preparation or 
premeditation. o offhanded ad. offhandedly 
adv. offhandedness /. 

office x. 1 a room or building used as a place of 
business, esp. for clerical or administrative work. 
2 aroom, arca, etc. for a particular kind of business 
(post office). 3 the local centre of a large business (our 
London office). 4 a position with duties attached to it. 
5 tenure of an official esp. political position (hold 
office). 6 \Office) Brit. the quarters or staff or collec- 
tive authority of a Government department etc. 
(Foreign Office). 7 a duty attaching to one’s position; 
a task or function. 8 (usu. in pl) a piece of kindness 
or attention (esp. through the good offices of}. 9 Eccl. 
a an authorized form of worship (Office for the 
Dead. b (in full divine office) the daily service of 
the Roman Catholic breviary (say the office). [from 
Latin officium “performance of a task’, later also 
‘divine service’] 

office block 1. a large }uilding designed to contain 
business offices. 

office boy 2. (also office girl) a young man (or 
woman) employed to do minor jobs in a business 
office. 

office hours 7.//. the hours during which business 
is normally conducted. 

officer 1. 1 a person holding a position of author- 
ity or trust, esp. one with a commission in the 
armed services. 2 a policeman or policewoman. 3a 
holder of a post in a society (e.g. the president or 
secretary). 4a holder of a public, civil, or ecclesias- 
ical office, 

office worker 7. an cmployee im a business office. 

official e adj. 1 of or relating to an office or its 
tenure or duties. 2 (often deruy) characteristic of 
officials and bureaucracy. 3 properly authorized. 
4 cmployved ina public capacity. @ 7, a person hold- 
ing office or engaged in official duties. a official- 
dom ». officialism 1. officially adv. 

official birthday ». (in the Uk) a day in June chosen 
for the observance of the sovereign’s birthday. 

officialese 7. derog the formal precise language 
characterisiic of official documents. 

official receiver see wicuivi.r 3. 

official secrets 1./)/, (esp. in phr. Official Secrets 
Act) Brit. confidential information — involving 
national security. 

officiant 7. a person who officiates at a rehgious 
ceremony. 

officiate 7.7/1 act in an official capacity. esp. on a 
particular occasion. 2 perform a divine service or 
ceremony, [from medieval Laun officiare, related to 
orricl.| 0 officiation 7. officiator 7. 

officinal /6-fis-in-4l/ adj. 1 a (of a medicine) kept 
ready for immediate dispensing. b made from the 
pharmacopocia recipe. € (of a name) adopted in 
the pharmacopocia. 2 (of a herb or drug: used in 
medicine, [based on medieval Latin officinalis 
‘storeroom for meclicines etc.’| O officinally adr. 

officious adj. 1 duminecring. 2 intrusive in offering 
help ete. 3. Diplomacy informal, unofficial. [from 
Latin offciosus “obliging’| 0 officiously adv. offi- 
ciousness ?). 

offing n. the more distant part of the sea in view. 
O in the offing not far away: likely to appear 01 
happen soon, 

off-key adj © ad: LV out of cine, 2 not quite fitting, 

off-licence ». Bri. 1a shop selling alcoholic drink 
for consumption elsewhere. 2 a licence for this, 


off-limits 


OFF-ROAD 


Motorcycles used off-road need special modi- 


fications such as long suspenstons, which 
make the ride smoother and help keep the 


Paths preetey ler 


plasti 
mudguard —__ 


lelescopr 


fork 


frrals 
(yr 


frvo-strohe 
engine 


off-limits ad). out of bounds. 

off-line Computing @ ad. (ol a computer terminal o1 
process: not directly controlled by or connected to 
a central processor. @ adv. with a delay between the 
production of data and us processing: while not 
directly controlled by or connected to a central 
processor. 

offload 2/7 1 get rid of (something) by giving it to 
someone clse. 2 unload teargo ete. ), 

off-message jedi. ad. & adv. departing from the 
official party line. 

off-peak e adj. usecl or for use at umes other than 
those of greatest demand, @ ad. at times other than 
those of greatest demand. 

off-piste «altrih.ad). & ade. Shing away from prepared 
ski runs. 

offprint 7. a printed copy of an article ete. oriei- 
nally forming part of a larger publication. 

off-putting adj. 1 clisconceruny, 2 repellent. o off- 
puttingly ad:. 

off-road «altrib.adj. 1 away from the road, on rough 
terrain. 2 A jof a vehicle etc., designed for rough 
terrain or for cross-country driving, 

off-roading 7. the activity of driving over rough 
terrain. GO off-roader 1. 

off-screen e adj. 1 not appearing on a cmema, tele- 
vision, or VDU screen. 2 (a(tib) in one's private lite 
or in real life as opposed to a film or television role. 
e ad:. L without use of a screen. 2 outside the view 
presented by a cinema film scene, 3 in one’s private 
life or in real hfe as opposed to a film or television 
role 

off-season 7. a time when busmess ete. is slack 
cotton attrih: off-season prices) 

offset e 7. 1 a side shoot Irom a plant serving for 
propagation, 2 an offshoot or scion. 3a compernsa- 
ion; a consideration or amount climinishing or 
neutralizing the effect of a contrary one. & Arcll. a 
sloping ledge ma wall ete the thickness of 
the part above is dimimuished, 5a bend ina pipe ct 
to carry it past. an obstacle. 6 often aff. a method 
of printing m which ink is ranslferred from a plat 
or stone to a uniform: rubber 
there to paper cte.  offrel litho, & vRINTING, @ 2.0. 
-setting: /as/ and past part. -set: 1 counterbalance. 
compensate, 2 place out of line. 3 print hy the 
ollset proces 

offshoot 1. La 


an offshaatof aright win 


where 


surface and trom 


side shoot or branch. 2 a derivative 

croup 

offshore e@ «/j. 1 at sea some distance from the 
share 2 of the wind: blowing seawards. 3 made on 
registered abroad. @ ad. LT oaway trom the 
2 abroad 

offside e adj. Sport sol a player ina held game: ina 
position that is not allowed a it allects 


shor 


plan 


ORESRO NEGO ee oa 
MOTORG VEL 


rear wheel on the ground. In four-wheeled 
off-road vehicles, power is usually transmitted 


to all four wheels, which improves traction. 


steel cradle framu 


lightweight 
evhaust system 


long suspension 


alloy swing arm 


e 7. (often attrib. esp. Brit. the right side of a vehicle, 
animal. etc. (ef AL\RSIDL), 

off side see ori n. |. 

offspring 7. (//. same) 1 a person’s child or children 
or descendantis). 2 an animal’s young or descen- 
dantis). 3a result. [Old English} 

off-stage a/{ri).adj. not on the stage and so not visi- 
ble to the audience. 

off-street adj. (esp. of parking) other than on a street. 

off the cuff collog. @ adv. without preparation, 
extempore. @ adj. (hyphenated when afinb.) made 
without preparation, extempore. 

off-the-shelf e = atinb.adj. supplied ready-made: 
available from existing stock. @ adv. .off the shelf 
ready-made; from existing stock. 

off-the-shoulder «/iyi).adj. (of a dress etc.) leaving 
the shoulders bare. 

off the wall ad. (hyphenated when a/ffrib) esp. 
A. Amer slang unorthodox, unconventional, 

off-white e 7. a white colour with a grey or yellow- 
ish unge, e@ ad. of this colour. 

oft ade. archaw or literary often (usu. in comb.: off-recur- 
ring: oft-quoted |, {Old English] 

often adi. 1oftener, oftenest) 1 a frequently: many 
tunes. b at short intervals. 2 mn many instances. OD as 
often as not in roughly half the instances. 
[Middle English] 

oftentimes adi. (also oft-times) arhau or lilerary 
often. 

ogee /oh-jce/ Arhil. @ ad. showing in section a 
double continuous S-shaped curve. @ 7. an S-shaped 

me or moulding, 

ogive /oh-jyy/ 7. 1 a pointed arch. 2 one of the 

diagonal mbs of a vault. 3 an S-shaped line. 

Middle Enelish, from French] 0 ogival ad. 

ogle e «1 /& eye amorously or lecherously 2 int. 

ook amorously. @ 7. an amorous or lecherous look. 

Oo grade HW. SS ORDINARY GRADE. 

ogre 7. ( fem. ogress 1 a man-vatmy giant in tolk- 

2 a terrifying person. [first used by 
Perrault. French writer, in 1697] 0 ogreish ad). 
also ogrish 

oh! ji/. (also O} expressing surprise, pain, entreaty. 
etc. 10h, whal a mess. oh for a holiday). & oh boy 
expressing surprise, excitement, cic. oh well 


One Cle 


expressing resignation 
Oy ii — Cie 
ohm ». Lie! the ST unit of resistance. [named after G. 
S. Ohin, Germain physicist, 1789 1854] o ohmate ad). 
OHMS ahi. on Her vor His, Majesty's Service. 
oho wil, expressing surprise or exultation, [Middle 
English] 


OHP abhi. overhead projector 


okapi 


oi ini. calling attention or expressing alarm etc. 

oik 7. collog. an uncouth or obnoxious person; an 
idiot. [20th-century coinage] 

oil e 7. 1 any of various thick, viscous, usu. inflam- 
mable liquids insoluble im water but soluble in 
organic solvents (see also ESSLNTIAL O11, MINERAL OIL), 
> oi pLarcora. 2 petroleum. 3 (in com.) using oil as 
fuel (oi/-heater). 4 a (usu. in pl.) = on. pani, b collog. a 
picture painted in oil paints. 5 (in p/.) = onskin 2b. 
@ 7. 1 @ apply oil to; lubricate. 2 /; impregnate or 
treat with oil (oiled silk). 3 tr. @ intr. supply with or 
take on oil as fuel. o oil the wheels help make 
things go smoothly. [from Latin oleum *(olive) oil] 

oilcake 1. a mass of compressed linsced ete. left after 
oil has been extracted, used as fodder or manure. 

oil can 7. a can with a long nozzle for oiling 
machinery, 

oilcloth 7. 1 a fabric waterproofed with oil. 2 an 
oilskin. 3 a canvas coated with linseed or other oil 
and used to cover a table or floor. 

oil colour 7. = 0. pint. 

oil drum 7. a metal drum used for transporting oil. 

oiler ». 1 an oil can. 2 an oil tanker. 3 US a an oil 
well. b (in p/.) oilskin. 

oilfield 7. an area yielding mineral oil. & Gas riLLD 

oil-fired ad). using oil as fuel. 

oil lamp 2. a lamp using oil as fuel. 

oilman 7. ( //. -men) a person who deals in oil. 

oil of turpentine see 1eRPLAL INE 2. 2. 

oil paint 7. a mix of ground colour pigment and oil. 

oil painting 7. I the art of painting in oils. 2 a 
picture painted in oils. G is no oil painting is 
physically unattractive, 

oil platform 7”. > 2 structure designed to stand on 
the seabed to provide a stable base above water for 
the drilling and regulation of oil wells. 

oil rig 7. a structure with equipment for drilling an 
oil well. & on prvtron 

oilseed 1, any of vatious seeds from crops yielding oil. 

oil-shale 7. a fine-grained rock from which oil can 
be extracted. & supimtent : 

oilskin 7». 1 cloth waterproofed with oil. 2 a a 
garment made of this. b (in pl.) a suit made of this. 

oil slick 7. a sinooth patch of oil, esp. on the sea. 

oilstone 7. a fine-grained flat stone used with oil for 
sharpening flat tools (cf. wHttsront). 

oil tanker 7. a ship designed to carry oi in bulk. 

oil well ». a well from which mineral oil is drawn. 
CB Ol PLATLORM 

oily adj. \oilier, oiliest) 1 of. like. or containing 
much oil. 2 covered or soaked with oil. 3 fawning, 
unctuous, D oiliness 7. 

oink winir (of a pig) make its characteristic grunt. 

ointment 7. a smooth greasy healing or cosmetic 
preparation for the skin, & pruc. [from Old French 
nent itl 

OK also okay) collog. @ adj. (olien as int.) all right; 
satisfactory. @ adv. well, satisfactorily (that worked oul 
Oh). @ n. (pl. OKs) approval. e vt, (OK’s, OK'd, 
OF? ing: approve. [originally US] 

okapi 1. 


(pl. same or okapis) ¥ a ruminant 


mammial, Okapia johnstoni. native to N. and NE Zaire, 
with a head resembling that of a giraffe and a body 
resembling that of a zebra. [African native name] 


OKAPI 
Okapia 
johnstoni 


okey-dokey 


OIL PLATFORM 


Since most of the world’s oil is trapped 
between layers of rock buried beneath the 
ocean floor, oil platforms are needed to 
exploit the valuable liquid. ‘The oil rig is the 
part of the platform that actually drills the 
oil wells. The rig’s motor turns the rotary 
table, which turns the drill string, a long 
shaft that may weigh hundreds of tonnes. 
The drill string is held by a tall support 
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EXPLODED GROSS-SEC TION OF 
\ NORTH SLA OLL PLAUPORM 


structure called the derrick. As a drill bit 
at the end of the drill string cuts deeper 
into the rock, sections of pipe are added 
one by one. When oil is struck, the shaft 
becomes a producing well. Retrieved oil is 
transported to shore by pipeline or tanker. 
Most oil platforms also recover natural 
gas, and if there is excess gas, it is burnt 
off at the flare stack. 
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okey-dokey adj. & adv. (also okey-doke) slang = 
OK. 

okra n. 1 an African plant, Abelmoschus 
esculenius (mallow family). vielding long ridged 
seed pods. 2 » the seed pods eaten as a 
vegetable and used to thicken soups and 
stews. [West African native name] 

old adj. (older, oldest) (cf. i1.prR', cuprs?). 
1 a advanced in age; far on in the natural 
period of existence. b not young or near 
its beginning, 2 made long ago. 3 long in 
use. 4 worn or dilapidated or shabby 
from the passage of time. 5 having the 
characteristics of age (the child has an 
old face). 6 practised, inveterate (an 
old offender; old in crime). 7 belong- 
ing to the past; lingering on (old 
times; haunted by old memones). 

8 dating from far back; long estab- 
lished or known; ancient, primeval 
(old as the hills, old frends, an old 
family). 9 (appended to a period of time) (often in 
comb.) of age (is four years ald; a four year-old boy). 
10 (prefixed to the name of a language) as used in 
former or earliest times. 11 collog. as a term of 
affection or casual reference (good old Charlie; old 
shipmate). 12 the former or first of two or more simi- 
lar things (our old house; wants his old job back). {Old 
English] o oldish ad. oldness 1. 

old age 7. the later part of normal life. 


OKRA 


(Abelmoschus 
esculentus) 


old-age pension 7), = kik). MeN1 prasion. G old-age 
pensioner 7. 

Old Bailey 2. 
London. 

Old Bill n. Brit. slang the police. 

old boy 7. 1 a former male pupil of a school. 
Qevlhy. a ielderty aian. ban atlechonate form of 
address toa boy or man. 

old boy network 1. [iil colin. prelerment im 
emplovoient ob those oma similar background, 

old country ». (prec. by the) the native country of 
colonists ete. 


the Central Criminal Court in 


old dear n. collog. 1 an elderly woman. 2 one’s 
mother. 

olden adj. achaic of old; of a former age (esp. i the 
olden days). 

Old English 7. the English language up to ¢.1 150. 

Old English sheepdog ». a large sheep- 
dog with a shaggy bluc-grey and white coat. 

CB pon 


olde worlde adj. often derog old and 


standby 
vessel 
diving 


platform 


minialure 
submarine 


quaint, often in a mock old style. 

old-fashioned «adj. in or according to a 
fashion or tastes no longer current. 

Old French ». the French language of the period 
before ¢. 1400. 

old fruit 1. a familar form of address to a man. 

old girl 7. 1 a former female pupil of a school. 
2 collog. aan clderly woman. b an affectionate term 
of adelress to a girl or woman. 

Old Glory 1. US the US national flag. 

old gold 7. a dull brownish-gold colour 

old guard x. the original or past or conscrvative 
members of a group. 

old hand ». a person with much experience. 

old hat adj. collog. tediously familiar or out of date, 

Old High German ». High German (see Girt) 
up to 61200, 

Old Icelandic 1. [cclandic up to the 16th ¢., a form 
of Old Norse. 

oldie 7. collog. an old person or thing 

old lady #. collog. one’s mother or wile, 

old lag see 1A 3 n 

old maid ». 1 devog, an elderly unmarned woman 
2 a prim and fussy person. 3 a card game in which 
players try not to be left with an unpaired queen 
0 old-maidish 7 

1 onc’ 


person 


husband or father, 2 one’s 
mW 


old man ». ¢o//oq 


employer or othe authority ov 


3 Bri 


Cr OW 


i allectionate forma of address toa boy or man 
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old man’s beard 


old man’s beard.» _-/ 
traveller’s joy (a wild ; 
clematis), esp. in seed. \ } 
[so called from the 
grey fluffy hairs round 
the seeds] 

old master 1. 1 a great artist 
of former times, esp. of the a 
[3th 17th c. in Europe. 2 a # 
painting by such a painter. 

Old Nick n. collog. the Devil. 
[probably from a pet form of 
the name , Vicholas} 

Old Norse nx. the language of 
Norway and its colonies until the 14th c., from 
which the Scandinavian languages are derived. 

Old Saxon see Saxon m7. 1b. 

old school 7. 1 traditional attitudes. 2 people 
having such attitudes. 

old school tie n. esp. Brit. 1 a necktie with a char- 
acteristic pattern worn by the pupils of a particular 
school. 2 the group loyalty and traditionalism asso- 
ciated with wearing such a tie. 


Y op MAn’s 
BEARD SEE) 
HEAD 
(Clematis vitalba) 


old soldier 7. = 01.)-1011.8. 

old stager 7. = o1.b-11MiR. 

oldster 7, an old person. 

old-style atiri.adj. of an old style, outmoded (old. 
shile communists. 

Old Testament ». the first part of the Christian 
Bible. containing the scriptures of the Hebrews, 

old-time «/(rh.adj}. belonging to former times. 

old-timer 7. a person with long experience 

old wives’ tale 1. an unscicntiic belief: 

old woman ». collog. L one’s wife or mother: 2 a fussy 
or timid man. G old-womanish aq). 

Old World ». Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

old-world adj. belonging to or associated with old 
times. 


old year n. the year just ended or about to end. 

oleaginous ad. b having the properties of o 
producing oil. 2 oily, greasy. 3 obsequious, ingrati- 
ating. [from Latin o/eagiius| 

oleander /oh-li-an-der/ n. an evergreen poiso- 
nous shrub, .Nertum oleander. native to the 
Mediterranean. [medieval Latin] 

olefin /oh-li-fin/ n. also olefine Ghem. = \inin. 
{from French of¢éfan/-oil-forming’, with reference to 
oily ethylene dichloride] 

oleo- comh. form oil. [from Latin olewm ‘oil’] 

oleograph #. a print made to resemble an oil paint- 
ing. 

oleomargarine 7, 1 a fatty substance extracted 
from beef fat and often used in margarine. 2 O%S 
marearine 

O level 7. fisf. = oRvirvey Lavi. 

olfaction 1. the act or capacity of smelling: the 
sense of smell. {based on Latin o/factus *smelliny’| 

olfactory «dj. 0! or relating to the sense of smell 
tolfactony nerves\.1 st. [based on Latin offacere olfact 
‘to smell] 

oligarch /ol-i-gark/ 7. a member of an oligarchy, 
[from Greek oligarkhes| 

oligarchy /ol-i-gar-ki/ ». (p/. -ies) 1 government 
by a small group of people. 2 a state governed in 
this wav. 3 the members of such a government. 
0 oligarchie ad). oligarchical a//). 

Oligocene (eu. @ adj. of or relating to the third 
epoch of the Teruary period, with evidence of the 
first primates. @ 7, Us epoch or system. [based on 
Greek oligos ‘small’ + kamos new ] 

olive ey. 1 iii full olive tree m anv evergreen 
tree of the genus Ola, having dark ereen lance- 
shaped leathery leaves with silvery undersides. esp. 
QO. europaea oF the Mediterrancan. and Q. a/rwana 
native tos, Africa. 2 the small oval fruit of this. 
having a hard stone and bitter Mesh, green when 
unripe and bluish black when mpe. 3 in full 


olive green the vrevish-green colour olf an 


70) 


unripe olive. 4 the wood of the olive trec. 
e@ adj. 1 (in full olive green; hyphenated when alin.) 
coloured like an unripe olive. 2 (of the complexion) 
yellowish brown, sallow. [from Greek edaia| 

olive branch 7. 1 the branch of an olive tree as a 
symbol of peace. 2 a gesture of reconciliation or 
friendship. 

olive drab e ». the dull olive-grcen colour used in 
certain army uniforms. @ ad. (hyphenated when 
attrib. of this colour. 

olive green sec o1ivi. 2. 3, adj. 1. 

olive oil 7. an oil extracted from olives, used esp. in 
cookery. 

olivine 1. Afineral. a naturally occurring form of 
magnesium-iron silicate, usu. olive green. 

Olympiad 7. 1 a a period of four years between 
Olmnpic Games, used hy the ancient Greeks in 
dating events. b a four-yearly celebration of the 
ancient Olympic Games. 2 a celebration of the 
modern Olympic Games. 3 a regular international 
contest in chess etc, [from Greek Olwnpias 
Olumpiad | 

Olympian e adj. 1 a of or associated with Mount 
Olympus in NE Greece, traditionally the home of 
the Greek gods. b celestial. 2 (of manners etc.) 
magnificent, condescending, superior. 3 a of or 
relating to ancient Olympia in southern Greece. 
b= Oris. @ 2. Lany of the gods regarded as living 
on Olympus. 2 a person of great attainments or of 
superhuman calm and detachment. 3 a competitor 
in the Olympic Games. {from Latin Ofpmpus] 

Olympic e adj. of ancient Olympia or the Olympic 
Games. @ np. (the Olympics) the Olympic 
Games. [from Greek Olwnpikos “of Olympus or 
Olympia] 

Olympic Games 7:,/)/. 1 an ancient Greck festival 
held at Olympia every four years, with athletic, 
literary, and musical competitions. 2 a modern 
international revival of this as a sports festival held 
every four years since 1896 in different venues. 

OM «bi. an the UK) Order of Merit. 

ombudsman ». ( /)/. -men., an official appointed by 
a government to invesugate Individuals’ complaints 
against public authorities ete. [Swedish, literally 
‘legal representative ’| 

omega /oh-nu-ga/ 7. I the last (24th) letter of the 
Greek alphabet (Q, @). 2 the last of a serics: the 
final development. [from Greek o mega, literally 
‘great (| 

omelette 7. (also omelet) a dish of beaten cegs 
cooked in a frying pan and served plain or with a 
savoury or sweet filling. [Freneh, based on earlicr 
lemele “knife blade’, probably with reference to an 
omeletie’s thin flat shape] 

omen 7. 1 an occurrence or object regarded as 


portending vood or evil. 2 prophetic significance (of 


good omen . [Latuin| 

omicron /oh-my-kron/ 7. the filleenth letter of 
the Greck alphabet (O, 0). [from Greek o mihvon, 
literally “small 0°} 

ominous ad). 1 threatening: indicating disaster or 
dilliculty, 2 of evil omen; inauspicious, 3 giving or 
heing an omen. [from Latin vminosus| G ominously 
ade. 

omission #, L the act or an instance of omitting or 
beme omitted. 2 something that has 
been omitted. [from Late Latin 


walt) 
omit 7./: (omitted. omitting 
To deave out: not insert or 


unripe fruit 


OLIVE 


Olea curopaca) 


onager 


include. 2 leave undone. 3 (foll. by verbal noun or 
to+ infin.) fail or neglect (omitted saying anything; omu- 
ted to say). {from Latin omittere] GO omissible ad). 
omni- comb. form 1 all; of all things. 2 in all ways or 
places. [Latin] ae 
omnibus e 7. 1 formal = wus n. 1. 2 a a volume 
containing several novels etc. previously published 
separately. b a single edition of two or more 
consecutive programmes previously broadcast 
separately. @ adj. 1 serving several purposes at once. 
2 comprising several items. [from Latin, literally 
‘for all] 
omnidirectional adj. (of an acrial etc.) receiving 
or transmitting in all cirections. 
omnipotent adj. | having great or absolute power. 
2 having great influence. [from Latin ommnzpolens 
omnipolent-| 0D omnipotence 7. 
omnipresent ad. 1 present everywhere at the 
same time. 2 widely or constantly encountered. 
1 omnipresence 7. 
omniscient ad. knowing everything, [from 
medieval Latin ommnisciens omnascient-| OQ omni- 
science 2”. 
omnium gatherum 7. collog. a miscellany or 
strange mixture. [mock Latin] 
omnivorous (dq). 1 feeding on many kinds of food, 
esp. on both plants and flesh. 2 making use of 
everything available. G omnivore n. 
omphalos /om-fa-los/ 7. 1 Gk Antig. a conical 
stone (esp. that at Delphi) representing the navel of 
the Earth. 2 Gk Antig. a boss on a shield. 3 a centre 
or hub. [Greck, literally ‘navel, boss, hub’] 
on @ prep. 1 (so as to be) supported by or attached to 
or covering or enclosing (sat on a chair. stuck on the 
wall; rings on her fingers; leaned on his elbow). 2 carried 
with; about the person of (hare you a fen on_you?). 
3 (of ume) exactly at; during: contemporancously 
with (on 29 May; on the hour; on schedule. working on 
Tuesday). 4 immediately after or before (/ saz them on 
my return). 3 as a result of (on further examination L found 
this). 6 having, or so as to have, membership etc. of, 
or residence at or in (she ws un the board of directors; lives 
on the Continent). 7 supported financially by (4ves on 
£50 a week; lives on hisgerts). 8 close to; just by (a house 
on the sea; lives on the main road). 9 im the direction of: 
against. 10 so as to threaten; touching or striking 
(advanced on him; pulletl a knife on me; a punch on the nose). 
11 having as an axis or pivot (turned on his heel). 
12 having as a basis or motive (zeurks on a ratchet: 
arrested on suspicion). 13 having as a standard, confir- 
mation, or guarantee (had i! on good authority: did it on 
purpose, I promise on my word), 14 concerning or 
about (zeviles on frogs). 15 using or engaged with (4 on 
the pill, here on business). 16 so as to affect (walked out 
on her). 17 at the expense of the drinks are on me; the 
joke is on him). 18 added to (disaster on disaster; ten pence 
on a punt of beer). 19 in a specified| manner or style (on 
the cheap, on the run). @ adv. 1 (so as to be) covering or 
in contact (pul your boots un). 2 in the appropriate 
direction; towards something (/ooh on). 3 further 
forward: in an advanced position or state (time a 
gelling on: it happened later on). 4 with continued move- 
ment or action (zeen! plodding on; keep on complaining). 
5 in operation or activity tthe light is on; the chase was 
on). 6 due to take place as planned (és the party still 
on). 7 collog. a willing to participate or approve, or 
make a bet. b esp. Brit. practicable or acceptable 
that’s just not on). 8 being shown or performed \a good 
film on tonight). 9 on stage. 10 on duty. 11 forward 
thead on). @ n. (in full on side) Cricket = 1a n. 5.0 be 
on about Bri. refer to or discuss esp. tediously 
(what are they on aboul?). be on at Brit. collog. nag on 
grumble at. be on to 1 realize the significance or 
intenuons of. 2 get in touch with. on and off inter- 
mittently; now and then. on and on continually: at 
tedious length. on time punctual, punctually. on 
to to a position or state on or in contact with (cf. 
ONTO), {Old Enelish | 
-on suffi, Poy vicy forming nouns clenoting subatomic 
parucles neson; neutron). 


onager /on-a-ger/ n. a wild ass, esp. Equus hemivnus 


onanism 


of a race native to central Asia. [from Greek onos 
‘ass’ + agrios ‘wild’ 

onanism 7. 1 masturbation. 2 coitus interruptus. 
{from French onanisme, based on the name Onan 
(Gen. 38:9)] 0 onanist 7. onanistic adj. 

on-board aiib.adj. available or situated on board a 
ship, aircraft, etc. (on-board facilities). C£. on board (see 
BOARD). 

ONC abbr. hist. (in the UK) Ordinary National 
Certificate. 

once e adv. 1 on one occasion or for one time only 
(once 2s not enough; have read it once). 2 at some point or 
period in the past (cowld once play chess). 3 ever or at 
all (/ you once forget 2t). 4 multiplicd by one. @ conj. as 
soon as (once they have gone we can relax). @ n. one time 
or occasion (just the once). 0 all at once 1 suddenly. 
2 all together. at once 1 immediately. 2 simultane- 
ously. for once on this (or that) occasion, even if at 
no other. once again (or more) another time. 
once and for all (or once for all) |done) in a final 
or conclusive manner. once (or every once) in a 
while from time to time. once or twice a few 
times. once upon a time 1 at some vague time in 
the past. 2 formerly. [Middle English] 

once-over 7. collog. a rapid preliminary inspection. 

oncer 7. 1 Bri. hist. slang a one-pound note. 2 Bri. 
collog. a thing that occurs only once. 

onco- comb. form Med. tumour. [from Greek oghos 
‘swelling, mass’ | 

oncogene 7. Med. a gene which in certain circum- 
stances can transform a cell into a tumour cell. 
[from Greek onkos *mass’] 

oncogenic ad. .\ed. causing development of a 
tumour or tumours. O oncogenicity 1. 

oncology x. Ved. the study and treatment of 
tumours. O oncologist 7. 

oncoming adj. approaching from the front. 

OND abbr: fist. (m the UK) Ordinary National 
Diploma. 

one e adj. 1 single and integral in number. 2 (with a 
noun implied) a single person or thing of the kind 
expressed or implied (one of the best; a nasty one). 
3 a particular but undefined, esp. as contrasted 
with another (that is one view; one thing after another). 
b esp. US'collog. a noteworthy example of (¢hal ts one 
difficult question). 4 only such (the one man who can do 
it}, 5 forming a unity (one and undivided |, 6 identical; 
the same (of one opinion). @ n. 1 a the lowest cardinal 
number. b a symbol for this (1, 1, 1). 2 unity; a unit 
(one is half of tvo; came in ones and hvos). 3a single 
thing or person or example (often referring to a 
noun previously expressed or implied: the big dog and 
the small one). 4 one o'clock. 5 collog. an alcoholic 
drink (have @ quick one, have one on me), 6 a story or 
joke (the one about the fiog). @ pron. La person of a 
specified kind (loved ones: like one possessed). 2 any 
person, as represenung people in general (one bs 
bound to lose in the end, 3 any person; the speaker or 
writer as representing people in general; I, me (on 
would like to help). OQ at one in agreement. for one 
thing as a single consideration, ignoring others. 
one and all everyone. one and _ only 
1 unique. 2 superb, unequalled. one by one singly. 
successively. one day 1 on an unspecilied day. 2 at 
some unspecilied future date. one or two sec or. 
[Old English] 


a Usage The use of the pronoun ove to mean “any 
person’, ‘I’, or ‘me’ (see sense 3 of the pronoun) is 
often regarded as an affectation, but can be useful 
when a less personal statement is being made, c.y. 
One never knows what might happen. However, it should 
not be mixed with he (him, his, ete.), and repeated 
use in a long sentence may scem clumsy, e.g. On 
never knots how one would react if one’s house were to burn 
down. The less formal you can usually replace it 
successfully and is safer when one is launching into 


a long statement. 


one-armed bandit x. collog. a truit machine 


worked by a long hanclle. 


one-horse aiirib.adj. 1 using a single horse. 2 collog. 
small, poorly equipped. 

one-horse race 7. a competition etc. in which one 
competitor is clearly superior to all the others. 

one-liner 7. collog. a single brief sentence, often 
witty or apposite. 

one-man aiirib.adj. involving, done, or operated by 
only one man. 

oneness 7. 1 the fact or state of being one; single- 
ness. 2 uniqueness. 3 agreement. 4 idenuty, same- 
Ness. 

one-night stand 7. 1 a single performance of a 
play etc. in a place. 2 collog. a sexual liaison lasting 
only one night. 

one-off esp. Bri. collog. @ attrib.adj. made or done as 
the only one; not repeated. @ n. a one-off product, 
event, etc. 

one-piece adj. made in one piece, esp. as a single 
garment. 

onerous adj. 1 burdensome; causing or requiring 
trouble. 2 Law involving heavy obligations. [from 
Latin onerosus] 

oneself fron. the reflexive and emphatic form of one 
(Kill oneself; one has to do it oneself). 

one-sided «adj. 1 favouring one side in a dispute; 
unfair, partial. 2 having or occurring on one side 
only. 3 larger or more developed on one side. 

one-time a(ftrib.adj. former. 

one-track mind 7. a mind preoccupied with one 
subject. 

one-trick pony 7. ¢o//og. a person or thing with 
only one special feature, talent, or area of expertise. 

one-two 7. collog. 1 Boxing the delivery of two 
punches in quick succession, 2 Fvolball etc. a series 
of reciprocal passes between two advancing play- 
ers. 

one-up ad. collog. having a particular advantage. 

one-upmanship 7. collog. the art of gaining or 
maintaining a psychological advantage. 

one-way ad). allowing movement or travel in one 
direction only. 

ongoing adj. 1 continuing (an ongoing problem). 2 in 
progress (ongoing discussions). 


a Usage The vague or tautologous use of ongoing. 
as in the cliché an ongoing situation, should be 


avoided. 


onion 7. 1 an allium, Ad/ium cepa, having a swollen 
bulb with many concentric layers and bearing 
greenish-white flowers. 2 the bulb of this, used for 
its pungent taste in cooking, pickling, etc. o know 
one’s onions be fully knowledgeable or experi- 
enced. [from Latin wo] 0 omiony ad). 

on-line Computing @ adj. (of equipment or a process) 
directly controlled by or connected to a central 
processor. @ adv. while thus controlled or connected. 

onlooker 7. a non-participating observer; a specta- 
tor, D onlooking ad). 

only e «dv. 1 solely, merely, exclusively; and no one 
or nothing more besides (J only want to sit down: will 
only make matters worse, needed six only: ty only a child), 
2 no longer ago than (save them only yesterdays. 3 not 
until (arrives only on Tuesday). 4 with no better result 
than (hurried home only to find her gone). @ attrib.ad). 
1 existing alone of its or their kind (/her on/y san). 
2 best or alone worth knowing (the on/y place to eat 
@ conj. collog. 1 except that: but for the fact that (/ 
would go, only Lfeel ill). 2 ut then (as an extra consid- 
eration) (he always makes promises, only he never heeps 
then). 0 only too extremely (2s only tuo willing). [Old 
English] 


a Usage In informal English on/y is usually placed 
between the subject and verb regardless of what it 
refers to (c.g. J only want to talk to'you); in more formal 
English 1 is olten placed more exactly, especially 
to avoid ambiguity te.g ZL want to talk only to you). 
In speech. intonation usually serves to clarify 
the sense, 


oomph 


on-message predic. adj. & adv. reinforcing the offi- 
cial party line. 

o.n.o. abby. Bri. or near offer. 

on-off adj. 1 (of a switch) having two positions, ‘on’ 
and ‘off’. 2 = on and off (see on). 

onomastics 7.//. (treated as sing) the study of the 
origin and formation of (esp. personal) proper 
names, O onomastic adj. 

onomatopoeia /on-6-mat-d-pee-a/ n. 1 the for- 
mation of a word from a sound associated with 
what is named (e.g. cuckoo, sizzle). 2 the use of such 
words. [from Greek onomatopoiia *word-making’ | 
0 onomatopoeic ai). 

onrush i. an onward rush. 

on-screen @ aiir).adj. appearing on a cinema, tele- 
vision, or VDU screen. e adv. 1 on or by means of 
a screen. 2 within the view presented by a cinema 
film scene. 

onset 7. 1 an attack. 2 a beginning, esp. an ener- 
getic or determined one. 

on-set altvib.ad. taking place or occurring on the set 
of a play or film. 

onshore e «d). 1 on the shore. 2 (of the wind) blow- 
ing from the sea towards the land. @ adv. on or 
towards the land. 

onside adj. & adv. (of a player in a field game) not 
offside. 

on side sce on 7. 

on-site atiyib.adj. taking place or available on a site 
or premises. 

onslaught 2. a fierce attack. [from Middle Dutch 
aenslag] 

on-stage «lfrib.adj. on the stage; visible to the audience. 

on-street al/rh.adj. (with reference to parking) at the 
side of a street. 

onto prep. disp. to a position or state on or in contact 
with (cf. on to), 


a Usage The form onto is still not tully accepted in 
the way that into is, although it is in wide use. It is 
however useful in distinguishing sense as between 
Ite drove on to the beach (i.e. in that direction) and Je 
drove onto the beach (i.e, in contact with it). 


ontogenesis 1. the origin and development of an 
individual. [based on onroceny + Greek genevis 
‘birth’| G ontogenetic ad. 

ontogeny 7. = on1ocintsis. [based on Greek ont- 
‘being’ | 

ontology 7. the branch of metaphysics dealing with 
the nature of being. [based on Greek onf- ‘being’] 
O ontological ad. ontologically adi. 

onus 7, (//. onuses) a burden, duty, or responsibil- 
ity. [Latin] 

onward e (iv. (also onwards} I further on. 2 towards 
the front. 3 with advancing motion. 4 into the 
future (from 1996 onward). e@ adj. 

directed onwards. 

onyx 7. Pm a semi- 
precious variety of 
agate with different 
colours in layers. 
> cem. [Middle 
English via Old 
French — oniche, 
ontx and Latin 
from Greek  onux 
‘fingernail, onyx’ | 


oodles 1.p)/. collog.a very great 
amount. [1 9th-century US: origin 
unknown | 

ooh 77i!, expressing surprise, delight, pain, etc, 


ONYX 


oolite /oh-6-lyt/ 7. a sedimentary rock, usu. linie- 
stone. consisting of rounded grains made up of 
concentric layers. [from French vélithe| 0 oolitic 
ad). 

oompah »). co/log. the rhythmical sound of deep- 
toned brass instruments ma band 

oomph x. sang 1 cnergy, enthusiasm. 2 attracuye- 
ness, esp. sexual appeal. |2Oth-century comage| 


oophorectomy 


oophorectomy 7. (//. -ies) fed. the surgical 
removal of one or both ovaries. [based on vophoron 
‘ovary’, from Greek oophoros ‘ege-bearing’| 

oops ii. collog. expressing surprise or apology. [a 
natural exclamation| 

oops-a-daisy var. of ( psy-paisy. 

Oort cloud n. -ly/ron. a cloud of small rocky and icy 


bodies thought to orbit the Sun beyond the orbit of 


the planet Pluto, acting as a reservoir of comets, 
[named after J-H. Qort, Dutch astronomer, 
1900-92} 

ooze! e@ 7. 1 ini: pass slowly through the pores of a 
hody. 2 infx trickle or leak slowly out. 3 mfr (of a 
substance) exude moisture. 4 @ exude (a feeling) 
liberally oozed sympathy). @ n. a sluggish flow, [origi 
nally in sense ‘juice, sap’: from Old English 20s] 
cD oozy ad). 

ooze? n. 1 a deposit of wet mud or slime. 2 a bog or 
marsh; soft muddy ground. [Old English] 0 oezy ad. 

op 2. collog. operation. 

op. abbr. 1 \fus. opus. 2 operator. 

o.p. abbr out of print. 

opacity n. 1 the state or degree of being opaque. 
2 obscurity of meaning, 3 obtuseness of under- 
standing. [from Latin opacitas| 

opal 7. & a quartalike form of 
hydrated silica, usu. white or 
colourless and = sometimes 
showing changing colours. 
> cin, [from Latin opalis| 

opalescent ad. showing 
changing colours like an 
opal. 0 opalescence 1. 

opaline «dj. opal-hke, 
opalescent, iridescent, 

opaque ad. ,opaquer. 
opaquest; 1 not trans- 
mitting light. 2 impene- 
trable to sight. 3 obscure: 
not lucid. 4 obtuse. dull- 
witted. [from Latin opaciy| 
cd opaquely ad. opaqueness /. 

op art 7. Wa form of abstract art that gives the illu- 
sion of movement by the precise use of pattern ancl 
colour. 


OPAL 


OP ART P\INIING BY BRIDGE RILLY. 
Galaract HT \967 


op. cit. abfr. in the work already quoted. [Latin oper 
citalo| 

OPEC /oh-pek/ abhi, Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countric 

open e «i. 1 not closed or locked or blocked up. 
2 aiof a room, ficld. or other area, having its doo 
or gate ina positon allowing aecess 
confining boauncary removed. b .ol 


or part of its 
a CONLAINGT 
nat fastened or sealed: allowme access to the mesic 


part. 3 unenclosed, unconfined, unobstructed (the 
open road. open views), 4 a uncovered, bare, exposed 
topen drain; open wound). b Sport (of a goalmouth or 
other object of attack) unprotected, vulnerable. 
5 undisguised, pubke, manifest (open scandal; open 
hostilities). 6 expanded, unfolded, or spread out (had the 
map open on the table). 7 (of a fabric) not closely woven; 
with gaps. 8 a frank and communicative. b accessible 
to new ideas; unprejuciced or undecided. 9 a acces- 
sible to visitors or customers: ready for business. b (of 
a meeting) aclmitiing all, not restricted to members 
etc. 10 (also Open) a (of a race, competion, 
scholarship, etc.) unrestricted as to who may 
compete. b (of a champion, scholar, etc.) having 
won such a contest, 11 (of government) conducted 
ian informative manner receptive to enquiry, crit- 
icism, etc., from the public. 12 (foll. by fo) a willing 
to receive (is open fo offer). b (of a choice, offer, or 
opportunity) stil] available (here are three courses open to 
us). ¢ likely to suffer from or he affected by (open fo 
abuse). 13 a (of the mouth) with lips apart. b (of the 
ears or eyes) eagerly attentive. 14 \fuw. a (of a 
string) allowed to vibrate along its whole length. 
b (of a pipe) unstopped at cach end. ¢ (of a note) 
souncled from an open string or pipe. 15 (of an 
electrical circuit) having a break in the 
conducting path. 16 of the bowels) not 
constipated. 17 (of a return ticket) not 
restricted as to day of travel. 18 Brit. 
tof a cheque) not crossed. 19 (of a 


boat) without a deck. @ @. Ln G intr. 
make or become open or more 


open. 2 a f change from a closed or 

fastened position so as to allow access 

iopened the doar: opened the box). B intr. (of a 

door, lid, ete.) have its position changed to 
allow access he door opened slowly). 3 tr. 

remove the sealing or fastening clement of (a 

contamer, to get access to the contents (opened the 
envelope). & int, (foll. by into, on to, ete.) (oF a door, 
room, etc.) aflord access as specilied \opened on lo a 
large varden). 5 a fr. start or establish or set going (a 
business. activity, etc), b int. start (‘he session opens 
tomorrow: the story opens with a murder). ¢ fr. 1of a coun- 
sel in a law court) make a preliminary statement in 
(a case) before calling witnesses. 6 0. a spread out or 
unfold (a map, newspaper. ete.). b (often adbsol.) find 
and refer to ,the contents of a book, (open al the first 
voliloguy), 7 intr begin speaking, writing, etc, (he 
apened with a warnings. 8 inte (of a prospect) come 
into view: be revealed. 9 4. reveal or communicate 
tone’s feelings, intentions, ete.,. 10 make yone’s 
mind, heart, ete.) more sympathetic or tolerant. 
11 & ceremonially declare ja building ete.) to be 
completed and in use. 12, break up (ground) with 
a plough etc. 13 / cause evacuation of \the 
bowels). @ #7. 1 (prec. by the) a open space or coun- 
try or air, b public notice; general attention (esp. 
into the open). 2 \Open; an open championship, 
compcution, or scholarship. g be open with speak 
frankly to. open-and-shut straightforward and 
conclusive, open out 1 unfold. 2 develop, expand. 
3 esp. Brit. become communicative. 4 accelerate. 
open up 1 unlock (premises). 2 make accessible. 
3 reveal; bring to notice. 4 accelerate. 5 begin 
shooung or sounding, 6 talk or speak openly. [Old 
Englsh|o openness », 

open air e 7. (usu. prec. by he) a free or unenclosed 
space outdoors, @ altrthadj. open-air) out of doors 

open book #1. a person who 1s casily understood. 

opencast ad. Bri. (of a mine or mining) with 
removal of the surface layers and working from 
above. not from shalts, fist 

open college 7. a college offerme training and 
vocational courses mainly by correspondence. 

open day #7. a day when the public may visit a place 
normally closed to them, 

open door ». [rec admission of international trace 
anc immigrants. 


open verdict 


open-ended adj. having no predetermined limit. 

opener 7. 1 a device for opening tins, bottles, etc. 
2 collog. the first item on a programme etc. 3 Gricket 
an opening batsman. 

open-faced adj. having a,frank or ingenuous 
expression. 

open-handed adj. generous. 

open-hearted adj. frank and kindly. 

open-heart surgery 7. ¥ surgery with the heart 
exposed and the blood made to bypass it. > HEART 


tubes superior — clamp Me istant coronary 
connected vena cava aorta artery, 
lo bypass 
machine 


coronary 
artery | 


right 


inferior 
rena (avd — 


lefi ventricle 


OPEN-HEART SURGERY: HUMAN HEARI 
REVEALLD AND BYPASSED POR SURGLRY 


open house 2. 1 hospitality for all visitors. 2 .V. Amer. 
= OPLN DAY. : 

opening e 7. 1 an aperture or gap. 2 an opportu- 
nity. 3 a beginning; an initial part. 4 Chesy a recog- 
nized sequence of moves at the beginning of a 
game. @ adj. intual, first. 

opening time 7. Bri/. the time at which public 
houses may legally open for custom. 

open letter 7. a letter addressed to an individual 
but published in a newspaper or journal. 

openly «ad. 1 frankly. 2 publicly. 

open market 7. an unrestricted market with free 
competition of buyers and sellers. 

open-minded ad. accessible to new ideas: unpre- 
juciced. 0 open-mindedness 7. 

open-mouthed ad. & ad. with the mouth open, 
esp. 1 surprise. 

open-plan ad), having large undivided rooms. 

open prison 7. 4 prison with the minimum of 
physical restraints on prisoners. 

open question », 2 matter on which diflerences of 
opinion are legitimate. 

open sandwich 7. 2 sandwich without a top slice 
of bread. 

open sea ”. an expanse of sca away from land. 

open season 7. 1 (he season when restriclions on 
the killing of game ete. are lifted. 2 a ume of no 
restricuions or restraint (appears to be upen season on 
union-bashing). 

open secret . a supposed secret that is known to 
many people. 

open sesame sce sisaniL. 

open-top ad). (also open-topped) (of a bus. sports 
car, etc.) not haying a fixed top. 

Open University 7. (11 the UR) a university that 
teaches mainly by broadcasting and correspond- 
ence, and is open to those without academic quali- 
fications. 

open verdict ». Bril. a verdict affirming that a 
crime has been conmnitted but not specifying the 
criminal or yin case of violent death, the cause. 


openwork 


metal openwwork 


OPENWORK: YTH-CENTURY 
SCANDINAVIAN WEATHER VANE 


openwork 7. A a pattern with intervening spaces in 
metal, leather, lace, etc. 

opera! n. 1 a a dramatic work set to music for 
singers and instrumentalists. b works of this kind as 
a genre. 2 a building for the performance of opera. 
[Esnn, literally dabour, work’ | 

opera? pl. of opus. 

operable adj. I that can be operated. 2 suitable for 
treatment by surgical operation. [from Late Latin 
operabilis| 0 operability n. 

opera glasses n.//. small binoculars for use at the 
opera or theatre. 

opera house 7. a theatre for the performance of 
opera. 

operand 7. Math. the quantity etc. on which an 
operation is to be done. [from Latin operandum 
‘thing to be operated upon’] 

operate v. 1 / manage, work, control. 2 inf. be in 
action; function. 3 iin (often foll. by om) a perform 
a surgical operation. b conduct a military or naval 
action. c be active in business etc.. esp. dealing in 
stocks and shares. 4 & bring about: accomplish. 
[based on Latin operatus ‘laboured’ | 

operatic adj. 1 of or relating to opera. 2 resembling 
or characteristic of opera, O operatically ad. 

operating system 7. the basic software 
enables the running of a computer program. 


that 


operating table 7. a table on which surgical oper- 
ations are performed. 

operating theatre 7. (\. 4mcr operating room 
a room for surgical operations. 


operation 7. I a the action or process or method or 


state of working or operating, b the scope or range 
of effectiveness of a thing’s activity. 2 an active 
process (the operation of breathing). 3a piece of work. 
esp. one In a series ‘often in pl 4an 
act of surgery performed on a patient. 5 a strategic 
movement of troops, ships, etc. for military action, 
6 Alath. the subjection of a number or quantity or 
function to a process affecting its value or form, ¢.2 
multiplication, differenuation, 


: begin operations 


operational adj. 1 a of or used for operations. 
b engaged or involved in operations. 2 able o 
ready to function, 0 operationally ad 

operationalize «/ (also -ise) in opera- 
tional terms. 

operative @ a/j. 1 in operation; having effect. 
2 having the principal relevance (may” uv th 
operative word). 3 of or by surgery. @ 2. La 
worker, esp. a skilled one. 2 US'a private detec- 
tive or secret agent. 0 operatively adi. oper- 
ativeness //. 

operator 7. 1 a person operating a machine 
etc., esp. making connections of lines ma tele- 
phone ex hange. 2 a person operating o1 
engaging in business. 3 collog. a person acting in a 
specified way (a smooth operator), 4 Math. a symbol o1 
function denoting an operation (c.g. x, +) 

operetta 7. a light opera. {Italian, uterally “Little 


opera | 


expres 


ophidian e nx. 4 reptile of the suborder 
Serpentes (formerly Ophidia), comprising 
snakes. @ adj. 1 of or relating to this suborder. 
2 snakelike. [based on Greek ophis ‘snake’ | 
ophthalmia 7. inflammation of the eye, esp. 
conjunctivitis. [based on Greek ophihalmos ‘eye’| 
ophthalmic adj. of or relating to the eye and its 
diseases. 
ophthalmic optician 7. 5ri/, an optician qualified 
to prescribe and dispense spectacles and contact 
lenses and to detect eve diseases. 
ophthalmo- com). form Oplics denoting the eye. 
{from Greek ophthalmas ‘eye’ | 


ophthalmology 1. the scienulic — ;oiqiing 
study of the eye. 0 ophthalmologi- magnifying 
cal ad. oaceeee es n. lenses 


ophthalmoscope 7. ® an instru- 
ment for inspecting ae retina 
and other parts of the eye. 
opiate e adj. 1 contain- 
ing, derived from, 
or resembling opium. 
2 narcotic, soporific. 
en. 1 a drug contain- lens 
ing, derived from, or indicat 
resembling 


lens 
adjuster 


opium, usu. to OPHTHALMOSCOPE 
ease pain or 

induce sleep. 2 a thing light 
which soothes or stupe- sewiteh 


fies. [based on Latin 
opium ‘opium’ | 

opine 7/7 (often foll. by thal 
+ clause) hold or express as an 
opinion. [from Latin opinan ‘to 
think, believe’] 

opinion 7. 1 a belief or assess- 
ment based on grounds short of 
proof. 2 a view held as probable. 
3 (often foll. by on) what one 
thinks about a parucular topic 
or quesuon wny opinion on capital 
punishment). 4 a formal statement 
of professional advice (get a 
second opinion). 5 an esiimation 
(had a low opinion of it). a a 
matter of opinion a dis- 
putable point. [from Latin opinio] 

opinionated ad). conceitedly assertive or dogmatic 
in one's Opluons, 

opinion poll #. = Gite p pow. 

opioid Pharm. & Biochem. @ 2. any compound resein- 
bling cocaine and morphine i its addictive prop- 
erties or physiological cflects. @ adj. of or relating to 
such a compound. 

opium 7. an addicuve drug prepared from the juice 
of the opium poppy. used in meclicine as an anal- 
vesic and narcouc. {from Greek ofion poppy-juice’] 

opium den 7. a haunt of opium-smokcrs. 

opium poppy /!. a poppy. Papaver somniferum, native 
to Europe and E. Asia, with white, red, pink, 
purple flowers. > HLRb 


opossum //. 1 ¥ any mainly tree-living marsupial of 


the family Didelphidac, native to America, having 
a prehensile tail. & warsepia. 2 Ausiral. = vossent 2. 
[from Virgiman Indian @passién| 


OPOSSUM: VIRGINILA OPOSSUM 
Didelphis vu 


unNiana 


optical 


opp. abbr. opposite. 

oppo 7. (pl. -os) Brit. collog. a colleague or friend. 

opponent x. a person who opposes, or who belongs 
to an opposing side. [from Latin opponent- ‘oppos- 
ing | 

opportune adj. 1 (of a timc) especially favourable 
or appropriate (an opportune moment). 2 (of an action 
or event) done or occurring at a favourable or 
useful time. [originally of a wind blowing towards 
harbour: based on Latin portus ‘port ] 0 oppor- 
tunely adv. opportuneness n. 

opportunism 7. the adaptation of policy or judge- 
ment to circumstances or opportunity, esp. regard- 
less of principle. O opportunistic 2. 
opportunistically ad. opportunist 7. G ad). 
opportunity 7. (fi. -ies) a good chance; a 
favourable occasion. Q opportunity knocks an 
opportunity occurs. [from Latin opportunitas] 
opposable ad. ool. (of the thumb in primates) 
capable of facmy and touching the other digits on 
the same hand. 


oppose 2.17 (often absol.) 1 set oneself against; resist, 
argue against. 2 take part in a game, sport, etc., 
against (another competitor or team). 3 (foll. by ‘o) 
plac ein opposition or contrast. 0 as opposed to 
in contrast with. fearlier also oppone: from Latin 
opponere] 

opposite @ ye 1 (often foll. by /o) on the other or 
further side, facing or back to back. 2 (often foll. by 
lo, from) a of a contrary kind; diameirically differ- 
ent. b being the other of a contrasted pair. 3 (of 
angles) between opposite sides of the intersection 
of two lines. @ 2. an opposite thing or person or 
term. @ adi. in an opposite position (the free stands 
opposile). @ prep. 1 i. a position opposite to (apposite the 
house is a tree). 2 \of a leading theatrical ete. part) in 
a complementary role to (another performer 
{from Latin oppositus ‘opposed’| 0 oppositely ade. 
oppositeness 7. 

opposite number 7. a person holding an equiva- 
lent position in another group or organization. 

by fhe 


opposite sex 7. either sex in relation 


to the other. 


ro. 
(prec. 


opposition 7. 1 resistance, antagonism. 2 the state 
of being hostile or in conflict or disagreement. 
3 contrast or antithesis. 4 a a group or party of 
opponents or compeutors. b (the Opposition) 
Bri, the principal parliamentary party opposed to 
that in office. 5 the act of opposing or placing 
opposite. 0 oppositional ad. 

oppress 7/7: I keep in subservience by coercion. 
2 govern or treat harshly or cruelly. 3 weigh down 
(with cares or unhappiness). [from medieval Latin 
oppressare) 0 oppression 1. oppressor 7. 

oppressive ad. 1 oppressing; harsh or cruel. 2 fof 
weather) close and sultry. O oppressively adv. 
oppressiveness /). 

opprobrious a7). (of language 
abusive. D opprobriously ad: 

opprobrium 7. 1 disgrace. 2 a cause of 
{Latin, based on probrum “disgraceful act’| 

opt wily (usu. foll. by for, betteven) exercise an option; 
make a choice. 0 opt out (often foll. by of) 1 choose 
not to participate (opted out of the race). 2 Gn the UK) of 
a school or hospital) decide to withdraw from local 
authonity control. [from Latin oplare ‘to choose, wish’] 


severely scornful; 


this 


optative (Gram. @ adj. expressing a wish. @ n. the 
optative mood. [from Late Latin eplativus) 
optative mood 7. a set of verb forms ¢ 
wish ete 


*Xpressing a 
optic e@ ad). of or relating to the eye or vision (opti 
neve, @ H. La lens ete. in an optical instrument 
2 Brit. propr. a device | to the neck of an 
inverted bottle for measuring out spirits etc, [based 
on Greek 


fastenc 


optus “sccry ] 
optical ad). 1 ol 
a ing sivht and hehtin relagon to ca 


sight: visual, 2 a of or concern- 
chothe 
of a lens 


b belonging to optics. 3 vesp. 
constructed to assist sight. o optically ad 


optical brightener 


optical brightener x. any fluorescent substance 
used to produce a whitening effect on laundry. 

optical character recognition x. (he identilica- 
tion of printed characters using photoelectric 
devices. 

optical disc sce pisc: +b, 

optical fibre 7. ¥ thin glass fibre through which 
light can be transmitted. 


eve of a needle 
(indicates scale) — 


optical fibre 


fransinilled 


light 
OPTICAL FIBRE ‘ 


optical illusion ». 1 a thing having an appearance 
so resembling something else as to deceive the eve. 
2 a mental misapprehension caused by this. 

optical microscope 7. a microscope using the 
direct perception of light (Cf 1b CERON MICROSCOPE). 

optician 7. 1 a maker or seller of optical instru- 
ments. 2 a person qualified to make and supply 
spectacles and contact lenses. 3 = opHiviaic ort 
CLAN, 

optic nerve 1. ¥ each of the second pair of cranial 
nerves, transmitting impulses to the brain from the 


retina at the back of the eye. & ev 
visual visual 
Cone — _ corlex 
af A 
brain on radiating 
I : fibres 
( ees 
\ opt 
Sate 
optic oprtr 
chiasm er hls 
4 red tts 
oplu 
UTEC = 
‘ia = 


CO) Ne 


OPTIC NERVE: PAIH OU EMPL LSES PROM RETINA 
DCSE STENS NATAL ETRE NGS LN LOIRE NIL NS Len 


optics n.p/. treated as ving.) the scientific study of 
sight and the behaviour of light. or of other racli- 
ation or particles (elechan optics). 

optima /)/. of crit. 

optimal adj. best or most favourable. [from Latin 
optenus est] O optimally adi. 

optimism 7. 1 an inclination to hopelulness and 
conlidence. 2 Philos. a the doctrine that this world is 
the best of all possible worlds. b the theory that 
good smust ultimately prevail over evil in’ the 

[based on Latin optimum| O optimist n. 

optimistic «d). optimistically a. 


UnIVCTSse 


optimize 2. (also -ise: Lf. make the best or most 
effective use of sa situation, an opportunity, et¢ 
2 i be an optimist. 0 optimization 7. 

optimum e /. //. optima or optimums I the 
most favourable conditions for growth, reproduc: 
lion. cl 
pv tendencies, @ addy. = oPlivivt. 
ally ‘best: thing *| 


/ 2 the best possible compromise between 
(Latin. liter- 


option 1. 1a the act or an instance of choosing; a 
choice. b a thing that is or may be 2 the 
liberty of choosine: freedom of choice. 3 Stack Eych. 


Chosen, 


etc. the right to buy or sell specified stocks etc. at a 
specified price within a set time. o have no option 
but to must. keep (or leave) one’s options 
open not commit oneself. [from Latin optio| 

optional dj. being‘an option only; not obligatory. 
0 optionality 7. optionally adi. 

optional extra 7. an accessory or other additional 
item which is available for purchase. 

optometrist n. esp. ('S a person who practises 
optometry, an ophthalmic optician. 

optometry 7. the occupation of measuring 
eyesight, prescribing corrective lenses, detecting 
eve disease, cic. 0 optometric ad). 

opt-out 7. 1 the action of opting out of something, 
esp. of a school or hospital opung out of local- 
authority control. 2 an instance of this. 

opulent ai. 1 ostentatiously rich; wealthy. 2 luxuri- 
ous. 3 abundant; profuse. [from Latin opulenius 
‘wealthy’] 5 opulence 7. opulently ad:. 

opus 7. (//. opuses or opera) 1 \fu. a a separate 
musical composition or set of compositions of any 
kind. b (also op.) used before a number given to a 
composer's work, usu. indicating the order 
publication (Beethoven, op. 15), 2 any artistic work. 
{Latin, hterally ‘work’ 

or conj. 1 (often prec. by either) a introducing the 
second of two alternatives (ihe or blach.. b mtro- 
ducing all but the first. or only the last, of any 
number of alternatives (while or grey or black; white. 
grey, or black). 2 introducing a synonym or explan- 
ation of a prececling word ete. (suffered from vertigo 
giddiness). 3 introduci ing a significant afterthought 
the must know! —— or ts he bluffing?). 4 = or else (run ov 
pou ll be late). Q. one or two (or two or three ctc.) 
collog. afew. or else 1 otherwise (do if now’. or else you 
wel have to do it tomorrow), 2 collog. expressing a warn- 
ing or threat (and over the money ar else). or rather 
introducing a rephrasmg or qualification of 
preceding statement etc. (he eas there, or rather I heard 
that he was). or so \afier a quantity or a number) or 
thereabouts \send me ten or so). [reduced form of 
obsolete conjunction other] 


oracle 7. 1 aa place at which advice or prophecy 
was sought from the gods in classical antiquity. 
b the usu. ambiguous or obscure response given at 
an oracle, ¢ a prophet ov prophetess at an oracle. 
2 a a person or thing regarded as an infallible 
guide to future action etc. b a saying etc. regarded 
as infallible guidance. {from Latin oraculun| 
0 oracular aid). 

oracy v. the ability to express onesclf fluently in 
speech. [based on Latin a ers ‘mouth’] 

oral e@ «dj, 1 by word of mouth; spoken; not written 
the nal hadition . 2 done or taken by the mouth \ora/ 
conhaceptive). 3 of or relating to the mouth. 


ORBIT 


In space, smaller bodics (such as a satellite) 
orbit larger bodies ‘such as the Earth) because 


of the gravitational pull exerted by the larger 


low-Eaith f 
arhit \ 


- 
geostationary —~ 
mbit = 
= 
SATLELIIL ORBITS 


— eccentric orbit 


orb 


e n.collog. a spoken examination, test, etc. [based on 
Latin os ors ‘mouth’] 0 orally adv. 

oral sex #7. sexual activity in which the genitals of 
one partner are stimulated by the mouth of the 
other. is 

oral society 1. a society that has not reached the 
stage of literacy. 

orange e ». 1 a a large roundish juicy citrus fruit 
with a bright reddish-yellow tough rind. > crrrus 
rrurr. b (also orange tree) any of various trees or 
shrubs of the genus Citrus, esp. C. stnensis or C. auran- 
ium, bearing fragrant white flowers and yielding 
this fruit. 2 a fruit or plant resembling this. 3 the 
reddish-yellow colour of an orange. @ adj. orange- 
coloured. [from Persian narang] 

orangeade 1. Brit. a usu. fizzy non-alcoholic drink 
flavoured with orange. 

Orangeman 7. (//. -menj a member of a political 
society formed in 1795 to support Protestantusm in 
Ireland. {named after the Protestant Wilham of 
Orange (William I 

orange peel 7. 1 the skin of an orange. 2 a rough 
surface resembling this. 

orange pekoe 7. a type of black tea made from 
very small leaves. 

orangery 7. (//. -ies) a place, esp. a special struc- 
ture, where orange trees are cultivated. 

orange squash 7, Bri. a soft drmk made from 
oranges and other ingredients, often sold m 
concentrated form. 

orange stick 7. a thin stick, pomted at one end, for 
manicuring the nails. 

orang-utan /or-ang-00-tan/ n. (also orangutan, 
orang-outang) a large red long-haired tree-living 
ape, Pongo pygmacus, native to Borneo and Sumatra. 
> remit. [from Malay orang huan ‘forest person’ 

oration 7. a formal speech, discourse, ctc., esp. 
when ceremonial. [from Latin oratio “discourse, 
prayer | be 

orator /o-ra-ter/ n.4 a person making a 
speech. 2 an eloquerit public speaker. 

oratorio 7. (/)/. -os) 2 semi-dramatic, but 
not staged, work for qrchestra and voices 
vsp. on a sacred theme. [Italan, from 
ecclesiastical Latin oratorium “oratory | 


oratory 7. | /)/. -ies) I the art or prac- 
tice of formal speaking, esp. in 
public. 2 a small chapel, esp. for 
private worship. [based on Latin orare 
‘to pray, speak’] 0 oratorical ad). 

orb 7. 1» a globe surmounted by a 
cross, esp. carried by a sovereign at 
a coronation, 2 a sphere; a globe. 
[from Latin orbas ‘ving’| 


ORB: 
17 PH-GENTURY 
ENGLISH ORK 


object. This is why the Earth orbits the Sun, 
Aruficial satellites orbiting the Earth perform 
tasks such as recording weather patterns. 


_ polar orbit 


orbit 


ORCHESTRA 


Orchestras as we know them today first appeared in the 17th 
century, but were generally fairly small. During the | 9th century, 
instrument-making techniques improved markedly and orchestra 
sizes increased. Today an average orchestra may contain 40 70 
players. Each of the four sections in an orchestra has a different 
role. The strings, almost always the largest division, usually 


LAYOUT OF A SYMPHONY 
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ORCHESTRA . 
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order 


provide the melody. The woodwinds sometimes carry the tune, 
but more often give colour and warmth to the overall sound. 
The brass instruments commonly add brightness and emphasis 
in dramatic passages, while the percussion section provides the 
orchestra’s rhythmic backbone. The conductor dictates the 
tempo, volume, and balance of the piece. 
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orbit e 7. 1 a < the curved. usu. closed course of a 
planet, satellite, etc. & soar sysrem. b (prec. by ua, 
into, oul of, etc.) the state of motion in an orbit. 2 the 
path of an electron round an atomic nucleus. 
> arom. 3 a range or sphere of action. 4 the cye 
socket. @ 7. (orbited, orbiting) 1 in: a (of a satel- 
lite ete.) go round in orbit. b fly ina circle 2 /, move 
in orbit round. [from Latin orhila ‘course, track’, 
later “eye-cavity | 

orbital adj. 1 Asivon. & Physics of an orbit or orbits. 
2 Brit. (of a roacli passing round the outside of a 
town. 

orbital sander 7. a sander having a circular ancl 
not oscillating mouon. 

orbiter 7. a spacecraft designed to travel in orbit. 
DB SPACECRAFT, 

ore 7. a member of an imaginary race of ugly, 
ageressive human-like creatures. [perhaps from 
Latin orcus ‘hell’ or Italian ovco ‘monster’; the word 
was popularized by the fantasy adventures of J. R. R. 
Tolkien. the British writer, 1892-1973} 

orca 7. the killer whale. [from Latin ora, a kind of 
Whaley 

Orcadian e adj. of or relating to the Orkney Islands 
off the N. coast of Scotland. @ a. a native of the 
Orkney Islands. [from Orcades, Latin name of the 
Orkney Islands] 

orch. abbr. 1 orchestrated by. 2 orchestra. 

orchard 7. a piece of enclosed land with fruit trees. 
[Old English ortgeard, literally ‘garden enclosure’] 

orchestra ”. 1 & a usu. large group of instrimen- 
talists, esp. combining strings, woodwinds, brass, 


conductor's stand 


and percussion (symphony orchestra). & BRASS. PERCUS- 
SION, STRINGED, WOODWIND. 2 a (in full orchestra pit 
the part of a theatre, opera house, ctc., where the 
orchestra plays, usu. in front of the stage and on a 
lower level. & iHuvire. b A. Jtmen the stalls ina 
theatre. 3 the semicircular space in front of an 
ancient Greek theatre stage where the chorus 
danced and sang. [from Greek orkhé\tra| 0 orches- 
tral adj. orchestrally ad. 
orchestrate 2/7 I arrange, score, or compose for 
orchestral performance. 2 arrange. combine, or 
cirect the elements of (a situation etc.) for max- 
inuun cflect. O orchestration 7. 
orchestrator //. 
orchid 1». 1 a plant of the 
family Orchidaceae, bear- 
ing flowers in fantastic 
shapes and — brilliant 
colours. & vey, 2 a 
Hower of such a plant. 
[based on Greek orktis, 
literally ‘testicle’, refer- 
ring to the shape of its 
tuber] G orchidaceous ad). 
orchitis 1. Ved. inflammation 
of a testicle. [modern Latin] 
ordain i/, 1 confer holy 
orders on; appomt to the 
Chrisian ministry, 2 a often 
foll. by ¢hat + clause) decree. 
b vol God, fate, ete. desune; 
appoint. [from Latin ordinaie| 
0 ordainer 7. 


vepal 


fused styl 
and slamen , 


petal 


sepal 


ORCHID 
x Odontocidium culuvar. 


ordeal ». a painful or horrific experience; a severe 
trial. [Old Enelish| 
order e 7. 1 a the condition in which every part. 
unit, etc. is mits right place; tdiness. b a usu. speci- 
fied sequence, succession, etc, (alphabetical order; the 
order of events). 2 an sing or pl.) an authoritative 
command, direction, instruction, ete. 3 a state of 
peaceful harmony under a constituted authority 
(urder way restored: law and order). 4 esp. in pl.) esp. Brit. 
a social class, rank, ete., constituting a distinct 
group in socicty tthe fozwer orders). 5 a kind: a sort 
(talents of a high order). 6 a a direction to a manufac- 
turer, tradesman, waiter. etc. to supply something. 
b the goods ete. supplied. 7 the constitution or 
nature of the world, society, etc, (fhe moral order: 
the order of thing). 8 Biol. a taxonomic rank below 
a class and above a family. 9 (also Order) a 
fraternity of monks or friars, 01 
formerly of knights, bound by a 
common rule of life (the Franciscan 
arder, the Order of Templars 
10 a any of the grades of the 
Christian minisuy. b un p/.j the status 
of a member of the clergy ,.{nglican 
orders. 11 anv of the five classical 
stvles of architecture .Doric. Tonic. 
Cormthian, Tuscan, and Compos- 
tte, 
12 (esp. Order) a a company of 
people honoured esp. by a sovereign 
Onder of the Garter, Order of Merit 
b the insignia worn by members of an 


order, 130 Eeel. the 


CORIN TIMI, DORIC. LONI, 


stated form of 


order book 


ORE 


A rock or mineral is considered an ore if 
the valuable commodity it contains (such as 
iron) can be profitably extracted. Some ores 


EXAMPLES OF ORES 


FEN EMEN ET ils 
(iron ore) 


CaM lene’ 
lead ore: 


[ie NSSIETL IG: 


caluminium ore) 


14 the prin- 
a meeting. 


divine service (the order of confirmation). 
ciples of procedure, decorum, etc., of 


Ievislative assembly, ete. 15 any of the nine grades of 


angelic beings (scraphim, cherubim, thrones, domi 
nations, principalities, powers, virtues, archangels, 
angels). @ xf 1 (usu. foll. by ée + infin., or that + 
clause) command: bid; prescribe vardered him to go; 
ordered thal they should be sent\, 2 command or direct (a 
person) to a specified destination (zea, ordered lo 
Singapore, ordered them home). 3 cirvect a manufacturer, 
waiter, Wacdesmian, ctc. to supply. 4 arrange: regulate 
ordered her affairs; 5 of God, fate, ete.) ordain ( fat 
mdered Ut othercin). 6 CS command ja thing) cone or 
{a person) dealt with tordered it setiled, ordered him 
expelled). oby order according to the proper author- 
ity. in bad or good ctc.; order not working 101 
working properly etc.). in order 1 one alier anothe: 
according to some principle. 2 ready or fit for use. 
3 according to the rules (of procedure at a mecting 
etc.) in order that with the intention: so that. m 
order to with the purpose of dog: with a view to. 
keep order enforce orderly behaviow. of (or in or 
on the order of 1 approximately. 2 having the 
order of magnitude specified by (of the urder of one in 
a million). on order .ol goods etc.) ordered but not 
vet received. order about 1 dominate: command 
officiously, 2 send hither and thither. out of order 
1 not working properly. 2 not in the correct 
sequence, 3 not according to the rules (of a mecting, 
organization, ete. 4 collag. a not behaving in an 
acceptable fashion. bof behaviour; not acceptable, 
take orders 1 accept commissions. 2 accept and 
carry out commands, [from Latin ardo row, degree, 
command | 

order book 7. 1 a book in which a tradesman 
enters orders. 2 the level of incoming orders. 

order form 7. a printed form in which detads are 
entered by a customer. 

Order in Council »:. Bil. a soverciyn’s order on an 


adimiuustrative matter given by the advice of the 
Privy Council. 
orderly e wd. 1 methodically arranged; regular. 


2 obedient to discipline; well- behaved: not unruly. 
en. ples Lanesp. male cleaner ina hospital. 
2 «a soldier who carrics orders for an officer ete. 
0 orderliness ». 

orderly book 7), 5)//. \fi/. a regimental or company 
hook for enterme orders 

orderly officer 1. /ii/, Vil. the officer of the day: 

orderly room 1. /3)//, \i/. 
used for company business. 


a room in 4@ barracks 


order of magnitude 1. a class in a system of Clas- 


sification determined by size usu. by powers of 10 


contain less than one per cent of the precious 
material. Most ores.form by cither sedimen- 
tary, magmatic, or hydrothermal processes. 


Td 


- 


GOLD IN QUARTZ 
(gold ore) 


CINNABAR 
(mercury ore) | 


Order of Merit 7. (in the UK) an order, founded 
in 1902, for distinguished achievement, 

Order of the Bath #7. (in the UK) an order of 
knighthood. {so called from the ceremonial bath 
which originally preceded installation] 

order of the day 7. 1 the preyailing state of 
things. 2 a principal topic of action or a procedure 
decided upon. 3 business set down for treatment; a 
programme, 

Order of the Garter 7. the highest order of 
English knighthood. [so called from the traditional 
story of the order’s founding, that the garter was 
that of the Countess of Salisbury which Edward 
IT placed on his own leg after it fell off while she 
was clancine| 

order paper 7. csp. Par/. a written or printed order 
of the day: an agencla. 

ordinal e ». (in {ull ordinal number) a number 
definmg a thing's position m a serics. ¢ 2. “fist, 
‘second’, etc. @ ad. 1 of or relating to an ordinal 
number. 2 defining a thing’s position in a series etc. 
[from Late Latin ordinalis} 

ordinance 1. I a decree. 2 an enactment by a local 
authority. 3a religious rite. [from Latin ordinantia 
‘ordaining | 


a Usage Care should be taken not to confuse ordin 
ance Meaning “a decree’ or ‘a religious rite’ with 
ordnance Meaning “mounted guns or ‘the govern- 
ment service dealing with military stores and ma- 
terials’. Note also Ordnance Survey. 


ordinand 1. Feel. a candidate for orclination. [from 
Latin ordinandus ‘to be ordained | 

ordinary e «dj. 1 regular, normal, customary, usual 
un the ordinary course of events), 2 boring; common- 
place tan ordimary little mani. @ n. (pl. -ies) ‘usu. 
Ordinary AC CA. 1 those parts of a service, esp. 
the Mass, which do not vary from day to day. 2 a 
rule or book laying down the order of divine 
service. G in the ordinary way if the circum- 
stances are or were not exceptional. out of the 
ordinary unusual. [from Latin ordinanus “orderly ’] 
© ordinarily adi. ordinariness 1. 

ordinary grade »¥. (in Scotland) the lower of two 
main levels of examination leading to the Seottsh 
Ceruhicate of Education. 

ordinary level ». /1i)/. (in the UK except Scotland) 
the lower of the two main levels of the GCE exam- 
inauon. 

ordinary seaman 7), a sailor of the lowest rank, 
that below able-bodied seaman 

ordinary share ». Bri/. a share cnuding the holder 
to a dividend from net profits (ch pREaLRENGL SHARE), 


organize 


ordinate n. Math. a straight line from any point 
drawn parallel to one coordinate axis and meeting 
the other, usually a coordinate measured parallel to 
the vertical. [from Latin /inea ordinata applicata ‘line 
applied parallel’| ie 

ordination 7. the act of conferring holy orders, 
esp. on a priest or deacon. [from Latin ordinatio| 

ordnance 7). 1 mounted guns; cannon. 2 a branch 
of government service dealing esp. with military 
stores and materials. [Middle English variant of 
ORDINANCL] 


s Usage Sec Usage Note at orpinance. 


Ordnance Survey 2. (in the UK) an official survey 
organization preparing large-scale detailed maps of 
the whole country. 

Ordovician (Geo/. @ adj. of or relating to the second 
period of the Palaeozoic era. @ n. this period or 
system. [from Ordovices, Latin name of an ancient 
British tribe in N. Wales] 

ordure 7). 1 excrement: dung. 2 obscenity; filth; foul 
language. [based on Latin horridus *horrid’} 

ore 7. 4a naturally occurring solid material from 
which metal or other valuable minerals may be 
extracted profitably. & mer. [Old English dra 
‘unwrought metal’, dr “bronze’| 

oregano /o-ri-gah-noh/ 2. the dried leaves of wild 
marjoram used as a culinary herb (cf. marjoram). 
> unee. Spanish, literally ‘origanuny’] 

orfe 7. a usu. silvery freshwater fish, Leuctscus idus, of 
the carp family, fished commercially in northern 
Eurasia. See also Goupen orrt. [German} 

organ 7. 1 a me a usu. large musical instrument 
haying pipes supplied with air from bellows, 
sounded by keys and pedals. b a smaller instrument 
without pipes, producing similar sounds electron- 
ically. c a smaller keyboard wind instrument with 
métal reeds: a harmonium. d= parecer orcan. 2 aa 
usu. self-contained part of an organism having a 
special vital function (vocal organs; digestive organs). 
b esp. joc. the penis. 3 a medium of communica- 
tion. esp. a newspaper or periodical which serves as 
the mouthpiece of a movement, political party, etc. 
[from Greek organon Xool’| 

organdie n. (('S organdy) ( f/. -ies) a fine translu- 
cent cotton musling usu. stiffened. [from French 
argandi] 

organelle 7. Biol. any of various organized or 
specialized structures which form part of a cell. 
[from modern Latin organella| 

organ-grinder n, the player of a barrel organ. 

organic adj. 1 a Physiol. of or relating to a bodily 
organ or organs. b Med. (of a disease) affecting the 
structure of an organ. 2 (of a plant or animal) 
having organs or an organize dl physical structure. 
3 produced or mvolving production without chem- 
ical fertilizers, pesticides, etc. 4 Chem. tof a 
compound etc.) containing carbon (app. INORG WiC}. 
D> ALKAM, ALAEM., ALKYNE. 5 a structural, inherent. 
b  constittuonal, fundamental. 6 organized. 
systematic, coordinated (an organic whole). 7 charac- 
terized by or designating continuous or natural 
development (the company expanded through organic 
growth yather than acquisitions). [from Greek organikos| 
0 organically ad. 

organism 7. 1 a living individual consisting of a 
single cell or of a group of interdependent parts. 
2, an individual live plant or animal. 3a whole with 
interdependent parts compared to a living being. 

organist 7. the player of an organ. 

organization 7. (also -isation; I the act or an 
instance of organizing; the state of being organ- 
wed. 2. an organized body, esp. a business, charity, 
etc. 3 systematic arrangement; ticlness. o organ- 
izational adj. organizationally ad:. 

organize 7./7: (also -ise,; 1 a give an orderly struc- 
ture to, systematize. b make arrangements for (a 
person). 2 Bril. a arrange for or initiate (a scheme 
ete.) b provide: take responsibility for (organized 


some sandeurhes). 3 often absol.) a enrol (new 


organizer 


ORGAN 


Depressing the keys or 
pedals on an organ sends 
air into the pipes. This 
causes the air in the pipes 
to vibrate, which creates 

a note. The pipes are organ- 
ized in rows (called ranks 

| or registers), and each 

row sounds a single pitch. 
When a stop is pushed in, 
it ‘stops’ air entering a 
particular rank. The 
pistons are used to select 
varying combinations of 
keyboard and stop settings, 
thereby creating different 
sound mixtures. 


greal manual ae 


(keyboard) 


slop 


choir manual “ 
(keyboard, 


toe pistons —~ 


pedal — 


board 


members) in a trade union, political party, etc. 
b form (a trade union or other political group). 
4 (esp. as organized adj.) make organic; make into 
a living being or tissue. [from medieval Latin organ- 
izare] 

organizer 7, (also -iser) 1 aa thing used for organ- 
izing objects, such as a handbag or folder with 
many compartments. b = PERSONAL ORGANIZER. 2 1n 
senses Of ORGANIZE. 

organ loft 7. a gallery in a church or concert room 
for an organ. 

organ pipe 7. any of the pipes on an organ. 

organ stop 7. 1 a set of pipes of a similar tone ip 
an organ. 2 the handle of the mechanism that 
brings it into action. 

organza n. a thin stiff transparent silk or synthetic 
dress fabric. 

orgasm e 7. the climax of sexual excitement. 
@ wir experience an orgasm. [based on Greek 
organ ‘to swell, be excited’) 0 orgasmic adj. orgas- 
mucally adi. 

orgiastic adj. of or resembling an orgy. [from 
Greek orgiastikos| 0 orgiastically adv. 

orgy n. (pl. -ies) La wild drunken festivity, esp. one 
at which indiscriminate sexual activity takes place. 
2 excessive indulgence m an activity. [from Greek 
orgia ‘secret rites | 

oriel 7. (in full oriel window) a projecting window 
in an upper storey. [from Old French ool ‘gallery’ 


orient e 7. (the Orient) I oe/. the cast. 2 the coun- 
tries east of the Mediterranean, esp. E. Asia; the 
East. @ v. 1 a place or exactly determine the pos- 
ition of with the aid of a compass; settle or find the 
bearings of. b (often foll. by éozeards) direct. 2 tr place 
or build (a church etc.) facing towards the east. 
3 intr. turn eastward or in a specified direction. 
O orient oneself determine how one stands in 
relation to one’s surroundings. [from Latin onens 
onent- ‘rising, east’ | 

oriental e adj. 1 (often Oriental) of or characteris- 
tic of Eastern civilization etc. 2 of or concerning 


PIPE ORGAN CONSOLE 
music stand 


pipes 


swell 
manual 


(keyboard) 


stops 


thumh 
piston 


sevell 
pedals 


foot 
pedals 


the East, esp. E. Asia. @ 7. (esp. Oriental) a person 
of Oyiental, esp. E. Asian, descent. 0 orientalism 
n. orientalist 7. orientalize vinir & Iv, \also -ise). 


a Usage The term Onental, when applied to 
people, may be considered offensive, especially in 
the United States where Asan is preferred. 
orientate v./7, @ ini = ORIENT 2. 
orientation 7. | the act or an instance of orienting; 


the state of being oriented. 2 aa 
b a person’s attitude or adjustment in relation to 


relative position. 


circumstances, esp. politically or psychologically. 
3 an introduction to a subject or situation; a brief- 
ing, O orientational ad). 

orienteering 7. a competitive sport mm which 
runners cross open country with a map, compass, 
etc. Dorienteer 7. G v.intr. 

orifice 7. an opening, esp. the mouth of a cavity, a 
bodily aperture, etc. [based on Latin os oris “mouth” 
+ facere “to make’ | 

origami /). > ihe Japanese art of folding 
paper into decorative 
shapes and figures. 
| Japanese. from  oru 
fold’ + kami ‘paper | 

origanum 7. any plant of 
the genus Onganum, 
esp. wild marjoram 
(see MARJOR AM). [from 
Greek organon| 

origin /) 
ning ol stl he 
point; a deriv- 
ation: a source (a 
word of Latin ongin). 2 (often in 
pl.) a person’s ancestry (what 
are his onigins?). 3 Math. a fixed 
point from which coordinates 
are measured. [from Latin ongo -ginis| 


1 a begin- 


ORIGAMI: 
1iGURE OF \ DOG 


original e ad. 1 existing from the beginning; 


innate. 2 novel; inventive; creative (Aas 


un original 


ornithology 


mind), 3 not derivative or imitative; first-hand (in the 
original Greek; has an original Rembrandt). @ n. 1 an ori- 
ginal model, pattern, picture, etc. from which 
another is copied or translated (kept the copy and 
destroyed the orginal). 2 an eccentric or unusual 
person. 3 a a garment specially designed for a fash- 
ion collection. b a copy of such a garment made to 
order. 0 originally adv. 

original instrument 7. a musical instrument, or a 
copy of one, dating from the time the music played 
on it was composed. 

originality 7. (/. -ies) 1 the power of creating or 
thinking creatively. 2 newness or freshness (ts vase 
has originality) 

original sin ». the innate depravity of all mankind 
held to be a consequence of the Fall. 

originate v. 1 fr, cause to begin; initiate. 2 mir. (usu. 
foll. by from, in, with) have as an origin; begin. 
0 origination 7. originator 7. 

O-ring 7. a gasket in the form of a ring with a circu- 
lar cross-section. 

oriole n. 1 any Old World bird of the genus Onolus, 
many of which have brightly coloured plumage. 
2 any New World bird of the genus Jcterus, with 
similar coloration. > soncsirp. [ftom Latin aureolus 
‘litdle golden (one)’] 

Orion 7. ¥ a brilliant constellation on the celestial 
equator visible from most parts of the Earth. [from 
Greek Orion, name of a legendary hunter] ' 


_ Bellatrix 


Alnilam — 


Afintaka 
Alnitak 
Saiph — 
| ORION: FIGURE OF A 
‘ HUNTER FORMED FROM 
THE STARS OF ORION 
ormolu /or-m6-loo/ 7n. 1 {gften attrib) gilded 


bronze; a gold-caloured alloy of copper, zinc, and 
tin. 2 furniture, ornaments, etc. made of or dec- 
orated with this. [from French or moulu ‘powdered 
gold’, for use in gilding] 
ornament e 7. 1 a thing used or serving to adorn, 
esp. a small trinket, vase, figure, etc. 2 decoration 
added to Per esp. a building (a tower rich in 
ornament). 3 (in pl.) Mus. embellishments and dec- 
orations ee to a melody. @ w/z, adorn; beautify. 
[from Latin ornamentum ‘equipment, ornament’] 
0 ornamentation . 
ornamental e adj. serving as an ornament: 
decorative. @ n. a thing considered to be ornamen- 
tal, esp. a cultivated plant. 0 ornamentalism 7. 
ornate ad. 1 elaborately adorned. 2 (of literary 
style) convoluted; flowery. [from Latin ornatus 
‘adorned’| 5 ornately adv. ornateness 7. 
ornery ad. N. Amer collog. 1 cantankerous; 
unpleasant. 2 of poor quality. [variant of orpIn 
\k\ | CQ orneriness 1 
ornithischian /or-ni-th’is-ki-in/ e ad). of o1 
relating to the order Ornithischia, including 
dinosaurs with a pelvic structure like that of birds. 
@ 7. a dinosaur of this order. ~> pinosat 
Greek ornzs ornith “bird? + ‘hip joint’| 


k, [based on 
iskhion 
ornitho- com). form bird. [Greck} 
ornithology 7. the 
oO ornithological ad) 
ornithologist 7 


scientif« study of — hirds 


ornithologically ad, 


ornithopod 


| ORRERY 


English scientist Isaac Newton (1642 1727) 
proposed that the universe runs like a giant 


. Sun 
Saturn 


Jupiter 


MOORS 


Mars 


moons 
Mire 


turning handle —___«. 


ornithopod e 7. a bipedal herbivorous ornithis- 
chian dinosaur of the suborder Ornithopoda. 
 pinosavr. @ ad. of or relating to this suborder. 

orotund «dj. 1 (of the voice or phrasing) full, round; 
imposing. 2 (of writing, style, expression, etc.) 
pompous; pretentious. [from Latin ore rotundo ‘with 
rounded mouth | 

orphan e 7. (often aft.) a child whose parents are 
dead. @ v.tr bereave (a child) of its parents. [from 
Greck orphanos “bereaved’| 0 orphanhood 7. 

orphanage 7. a usu. residential institution for the 
care and education of orphans. 

orrery 71. (pl. -ies) A a clockwork model of the solar 
system. [named after the fourth Earl of Orrery, tor 
whom one was made] 

orris 7. 1 any plant of the genus Js, esp. 1. florentina. 
2 = orris Root, [16th-century coinage] 

orris-powder 7. powdered orris root. 

orris root 7. the fragrant rootstock of the orris, 
used in perfumery and lormerly in medicine. 

ortanique 7. a citrus fruit produced by crossing an 
orange and a tangerine. [from orange + fangerine + 
unique] 

ortho- comb. form 1 straight, rectangular, upright. 
2 right, correct. {from Greek orthos ‘straight’] 

orthodontics 7.//. (treated as sing.) (also ortho- 
dontia, the treatment of irregularities in the teeth 
and jaws. [based on Greek odous odontos ‘tooth’ 
0 orthodontic ad. orthodontist 7. 

orthodox adj. 1 holding currently accepted opin- 
ions, esp. on religious doctrine, morals, etc. 2 (of 
religious doctrine, standards of morality, etc.) 
generally accepted as right or true; conventional. 
3 (also Orthodox) (of Judaism) strictly keeping to 
traditional doctrine and ritual. 4 \Orthodox) of or 
relating to the Orthodox Church. [based on Greek 
doxa opinion | G orthodoxly ade. 

Orthodox Church ». a Chrisuan Church or feder- 
ation of Churches acknowledging the authority of 
the patriarch of Constantinople, including the 
national Churches of Greece, Russia, Bulgaria, 
Romania, ete. 

orthodoxy ». (//. -ies) 1 the state of being ortho- 
dox. 2 a the orthodox practice of Judaism. b the 
hody of Orthodox Jews or Orthodox Christians. 
3 esp. Relig, an authorized or generally accepted 
theory. doctrine. ete. 

orthogonal adj. of or involving right angles; 
at right angles. (French]} 

orthography 7. ( #/. -ies) 1 correct or conventional 
spelling, 2 spelling with reference to its correctness 
dreadful orthonaphy’. 3 the study or science of 
spelling. 6 orthographic adj. orthographical ad). 
orthographically ad 

orthopaedics /or-tho-pee-ciks/ n.p/. \U/S -pedics) 
(treated as smg) the branch of medicine dealing 
with the treatment of disorders of the bones and 


ment of this view. The complex gearing in 
an orrery ensures the planets move around 
clockwork machine. An orrery is an embodi- the Sun at the correct relative rates. 


Earth 
Moon 


Venus : 
Uranus 


moons 


18TH-CENTURY ORRERY 


joints and with the correction of deformities. 
[based on Greek paideia ‘rearing of children’ 
0 orthopaedic adj. orthopaedist n. 

orthopteran 7. W any insect of the order 
Orthoptera, with straight narrow forewings, and 
hind legs modified for jumping etc., including 
grasshoppers and crickets. O orthopterous ad). 
[ortho- + Greek pleros ‘wing’] 

orthoptics 7. Med. the study or treatment of 
irregularities of the eyes, esp. with reference to the 
eye muscles. 

orthorhombic adj. Crystallog. (of a crystal) charac- 
terized by three mutually perpendicular axes which 
are unequal in length, as in topaz and talc. 

ortolan 7. (in full ortolan bunting) a small 
European bird, Embenza hortulana, formerly eaten 
as a delicacy. [from Latin Aortulanus| 

Orwellian ad. of or characteristic of the writings 


ORTHOPTERAN 


There are over 20,000 species in the order 
Orthoptera. These insects usually travel by 
jumping, even though many have wings. 


antenna 


Sront leg _ 


thorax _ 


vet 


EXTERNAL FEATURES OF 
A GRASSHOPPLR 
(Ornithacris pictula) 


osmosis 


of George Orwell (E.A. Blair), English writer 
1903 50, esp. with reference to the totalitarian 
development of the State as depicted in Nineteen 
Eighty-Four and Animal Farm. 

OS abby 1 ordinary seaman. 2 (in the UK) 
Ordnance Survey. 3 outsize. 

Os symb. Chem. the element osmium. 

Oscar n. any of the statuettes awarded by the US 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences for 
excellence in film acting, directing, etc. 

oscillate v. 1 ini, & ir. swing or move to and fro. 
2 intr. vacillate; vary between extremes of opinion, 
action, etc. 3 intr, Physics move with periodic regu- 
larity. 4 ini Electr. (of a current) undergo high- 
frequency alternations as across a spark-gap. 
[based on Latin oscdlatus ‘swung’] 0 oscillation n. 
oscillator 7. oscillatory ad. 

oscillogram 7. a record obtained from an oscillo- 
graph. 

oscillograph »n. a device for recording oscillations. 

oscilloscope 7. a device for viewing oscillations by 
a display on the screen of a cathode ray tube. 

osier 7. 1 any of various willows, esp. Salix ewminalzs, 
with long flexible shoots used in basketwork. 2 a 
shoot of this. [from medieval Laun ausena ‘osier bed’] 
osmic adj. Chem. containing osmium. 

osmium 7. Chem. a hard bluish-white transition 
element, the heaviest known metal, occurring nat- 
urally in association with plaunum and used in 
certain alloys. [based on Greek osmé ‘smell’, from 
the pungent smell of its tetroxide] 

osmoregulation 7. Biol. the maintenance of 
constant osmotic pressure in the fluids of an organ- 
ism by control of water and salt levels etc. 

osmosis 7. 1 Biol. & Chem. the passage of a solvent 
through a semi-permeable partition into a more 
concentrated solution. 2 any process by which 
something is acquired by absorption. [based on 
Greek dsmos “push’] © osmotic adj. osmotically 
adv. * 


Orthopterans communicate by stridulation: 
rubbing together body parts, such as wings 
and legs, to produce a sound. 


semi-rigid 
y forewing 


~ pleated hind 


wing 


middle leg 
hind leg 


~~ abdomen 


ENAMPLES OF OTHER ORTHOPTERANS 


DESERT LOGI 
(nymph) 


STEPHENS ISLAND 
WETA 
(Deinacrida heleracantha\ 


(Locusta migratoria) 


SPECKLED BUSH 
CRICKET 
(Leplophyes punctatissima) | 


MOLE GRIGNET 
(Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa) 


osprey 


OSPREY 
(Pandion haliaetus) 


osprey /os-pri/ 7. (pl. -eys) & a large bird of prey, 
Pandion haliaetus, with a brown back and white 
markings, feeding on fish. > rarror. [from Old 
French ospres] 

osseous adj. 1 consisting of bone. 2 having a bony 
skeleton. 3 ossified. {from Latin osseus] 

ossicle n. 1 Anal. any small bone, esp. of the middle 
ear. > ear. 2 a small piece of bonelike substance. 
[from Latin ossiculum ‘little bone’} 

Ossie var. of Aussix. 

ossify vir @ intr (-ies, -ied) 1 turn into bone; 
harden. 2 make or become rigid, callous, or unpro- 
gressive. [from French ossifier] G ossification n. 

osso bucco /boo-koh/ x. shin of veal containing 
marrowbone stewed in wine with vegetables. 
[Italian, literally ‘marrowbone’] 

ossuary 7, (pl. -ies) 1 a receptacle or urn for the 
bones of the dead; a charnel house. 2 a cave in 
which ancient bones are found. [from Late Latin 
ossuarium|] 

ostensible ad. apparent but not necessarily real; 
professed (his ostensible function was that of interpreter). 
[based on Latin ostensus ‘stretched out to view’) 0 os- 
tensibly adv, 

ostensive adj. 1 directly demonstrative. 2 (of a def- 
inition) indicating by direct demonstration that 
which Is signified by a term. [from Late Latin osten- 
sus] O ostensively adv. ostensiveness 7. 

ostentation 7. 1 a pretentious and vulgar display 
esp. of wealth and luxury. 2 the attempt or inten- 
tion to attract notice; showing off. [from Latin osten- 
tatio| CQ ostentatious adj. ostentatiously adv. 

osteo- comb. form bone. [from Greek oséeon] 

osteoarthritis n. degeneration of joint cartilage. 
causing pain and stiffness. 0 osteoarthritic adj. 

osteology 7. the study of the structure and function 
of the skeleton and bony structures. 0 osteologic- 
al adj. osteologist n. 


osteomyelitis 7. inflammation of the bone or of 


bone marrow, usu. due to infection. 

osteopathy 2. the treatment of medical disorders 
through the manipulation and massage of the 
skeleton and musculature. 0 osteopath 7. osteo- 
pathic ad). 

osteoporosis 7. a condition of brittle and fragile 
bones caused by loss of bony tissue, esp. as a result 
of hormonal changes, or deficiency of calcium or 
vitamin D. [based on Greek foros ‘passage, pore’ 

ostinato 7. (/. -os or ostinats) (often atid.) Mus. a 
persistent phrase or rhythm repeated through all or 
part of a piece. [Italian, literally ‘obstinate’ | 

ostler /os-ler/ n. Bri. hist. a person who works in 
the stable of an inn. [from Old French (hjosteler 
‘keeper of a hostelry’] 

ostracize v./7. (also -ise) exclude (a person) from a 
society, favour, common privileges, etc.; refuse to 
associate with. [from Greek ostrakizem| 0 ostra- 
cism 7. 

ostrich 7. 1 a large African swift-running flightless 
bird, Struthio camelus, with long legs and two toes on 
each foot. & ruicHtiess. 2 a person who refuses to 
accept facts. [based on Latin aves ‘bird’ + Greek 
strouthion “ostrich | 

OT abér. Old Testament. 

other e adj. 1 not the same as one or some already 


mentioned or implied (other people; use other means; my 

reason is quite other). 2 a further; additional (a few 

other examples). b alternative of two (open your 

other eye) (cf. every other). 3 (prec. by the) remaining 
(must be in the other pocket; where are the other two?). 
4 (foll. by than) apart from; excepting (any person other 
than you). @ n. & pron. 1 an additional, different, o1 
extra person, thing, example, etc. (one or other of us 
will be there; some others have come) (see also ANOTHER. 
EACH OTHER). 2 (in pl.; prec. by the) the ones remain- 
ing (where are the others?). @ adv. (usu. foll. by than) disp. 
otherwise (cannot react other than angrily). O on the 
other hand see Hann. the other day (or night or 
week etc.) a few days etc. ago (heard from him the other 
day). someone (or something or somehow etc.) 
or other some unspecified person, thing, manner, 


te. {Old English] 


a Usage The use of other as an adverb (see example 
above) is non-standard. Otherwise should be used 
instead, e.g. /t 1s impossible to do the job otherwise than 
very superficially in the time allotted. 


other half 7. collog. one’s wife or husband. 

otherness 7. 1 the state of being different; diver- 
sity. 2 a thing or existence other than the thing 
mentioned and the thinking subject. 

other ranks 7.p/. Bri/. soldiers other than commis- 
sioned officers. 

otherwise e@ ad. 1 else; or else: in the circum- 
stances other than those considered etc. bring your 
umbrella, otherwise you will get wet). 2 m other respects 
(he ts untidy, but otherwise very suitable). 3 (often foll. by 
than) in a different way (could not have acted otherwise: 
cannot react otherwise than angrily). 4 as an alternative 
(otherwise known as fack). @ predic, adj. \ in a different 
state (the matter 1s quite othereise). and (or or) 
otherwise the negation or opposite (of a specified 
thing) (the merits or otherwise of the Bill. experiences pleas- 
ant and otherwise). [Old English} 


a 
w Usage See Usage Note at ornre. 


other woman 7”. (77@);. other man) (prec. by fhe) 
the lover of a married or similarly attached woman 
or man. 

world; of an im- 

after death 


other-worldly adj. 1 not of this 
aginary other world. 2 relating to hfe 
etc. O other-worldliness n. 

otiose adj. serving no practical purpose; not 
required; functionless. [based on Laun olin 
‘leisure’| 0 otiosely adv. otioseness 1. 

otitis 7. inflammation of the ear, esp. (in full otitis 
media) of the middle ear. 

oto- comb. form ear. |Greck| 


otology n. the study of the anatomy and dliseases of 


the ear. D otological ad). otologist n 
OTT abbr. collog. over-the-top. 
otter 7, 1» any of several semiaquatic 
fish-eating maminals of the genus 
Lutra or a related genus of the 
weasel family, with dense 
fur and webbed fect. 
f museum. 2 its fur or 
pelt. {Old Enghsh] 
otter-board 7). 
a device for 
keeping the 
mouth of a 
trawl net open. 


iwaterproo} 
fu 


virong 
tail 


webbed feet 
yharp clazes 

otto var. of vir. 

Ottoman /ii\/. @ adj. 1 of 01 
relating to: a the dynasty of 
Osman I (Othman I}. b the branch of the Turks to 
which he belonged. e¢ the empire ruled by his 
descendants. 2 Turkish. @ n. (f/. Ottomans) an 
Ottoman person; a Turk. [basecl on Arabic “uman 
Othman | 

ottoman 7. 
usu. square and without a back or arms, 
a box with a padded top. [French, 
OTTOMAN] 


(pl. ottomans) an upholstered seat 
sometimes 
related to 


OTTER: EUROPEAN OTTER 
Lutra lutra 


out 


OU abbr Brit. 2 Oxford 
University. 

oubliette /oo-bli-et/ n. a secret dungeon with 
access only through a trapdoor. [French, based on 
oublier “to forget] 

ouch 77. expressing pain, ,a natural exclamation| 

ought z.aux. (usu. foll. by fo + infin.; present and past 
indicated by the following infin.) 1 expressing duty 
or rightness (we ought to love our neighbours). 2 express- 
ing shortcoming (i ought to have been done long ago). 
3 expressing adv isability or prudence ( you ought to go 

Sor. your own good). 4 expressing esp. strong probabil- 
ity (he ought to be there by now). Q ought not the nega- 
tive form of ought (he ought not to have stolen it). (Old 
English dhte ‘owed’] 

oughtn’t conir. ought not. 

Ouija /wee-ji/ 7. (in full Ouija board) propr. a 
board having letters or signs at its rim to which a 
planchette, movable pointer, or upturned glass 
supposedly points m answer to questions from 
attenders at a seance etc. [from French oui ‘yes’ + 
German ja ‘yes’ | 

ounce 7. 1 a unit of weight of one-sixteenth of a 
pound avoirdupois (approx. 28 grams). 2 a small 
quantity. [from Latin vaca ‘twelfth part’| 

our poss.det. 1 of or belonging to us or ourselves (ou 
house). 2 of or belonging to all people (our children’s 
future). 3 (esp. as Our) of Us the royal, imperial, 
etc., personage (given under Our seal), 4 of us, the 
editorial staff of a newspaper etc. (a foolish adventure 
in our we). [Old English] 

Our Father 7. 1 the Lord's Praver. 2 God. 

Our Lady 2. the Virgin Mary. 

Our Lord 2». 1 Jesus Christ. 2 God. 

ours /uss.pron. the one or ones belonging to or asso- 
ciated with us (2 7s ours). O of ours of or belonging 
to us (a friend of ours). 

ourself fron. 1 aichaie a word formerly used instead 
of myself by a sovereign, newspaper editorial staff, 
ete. 2 disp, = ot RSLINES. 


1 Open University. 


mw Usage [he use of ourself rather than ourselves, in 
contexts such as Je see aurself as the biggest club in 
Britain, is considered incorrect by some people. 


ourselves pron. 1 a emphat. form of we or us (cee 
ourselves did iu). b refl. form of (are pleased with 

2 in our normal state of body or mind (not 

s today). O be ourselves act in our 
normal unconstrained manner. by ourselves sec 
by oneself. 

ousel var. of ous... 


ourselves 


quite oursel 


oust 2/7, (usu. foll. by from; drive out or expel, esp. by 
forcing oneself into the place of. [from Latin vdstare 
‘to oppose, hinder’] 


out @ adv. 1 away from or not in or at a place ete. 
(Keep lum out). 2 (forming part of phrasal verbs) 

a indicating dispersal away from a centre 
(hire oul). b indicating a progres- 
sion to a conclusion or resolution 
(die oul). c inclicating coming 

or bringing into the open 
(send out: shine oul. a indi- 
cating a need for 


attentiveness — (waich 
out; listen oul). 3a noi 
m one’s — house. 
office. ete tzvent out 


fo a walk) b occu- 
pied elsewhere, esp. 
socially mal rent 
frends). ¢ no longe 


forward. | 
facing eye 


detained 1 In prison. 4ac ple tely; thoroughly (fired 
oul. b in its entirety t/yped it out). 5 vol light. 
etc.) not burning; no longer lit. 6 in error (zea, 3 
oul im my calculations). 7 collog. unconscious (she reas 
aul for five minutes). 8 a (of a tooth) extracted. b (ol 
joint, hone, etc.) dislocated. 9 of a party politic lan 
ete.) not in office. 10 (of a jury) considering: its 
verdict in secrecy, LL yof workers) on strike. 12 
) revealed. 13 (of a flower, blo 


a fire, 


a SCCHC Wn, open 


outact 


14 (of a book) published. 15 (of a star) visible after 
dark. 16 unfashionable  (furn-ups are out). 
17 a (of a batsman etc.) no longer taking part, 
having been caught, stumped, ete. b (of a shot, 
serve, etc.) outside the boundary of the playing 
area, 18 not worth considering {(/hat idea is out). 
19 (prec. by superl.) collog. known to exist (the best 
game out). 20 of a stain etc.) removed ( painted out the 
yen). 21 of time) not spent working (/ook five munules 
out. 22 of a rash. bruise. etc.) visible. 23 ‘of the 
tide) at the lowest point. 24 Bovimg unable to rise 
from the floor. 25 a at an end befare the week is out). 
b (in a radio conversation etc.) transmission ends 
over and out). @ prep. disp. out of (looked out the windor’). 
e@ 7. collog. an excuse. @ adj. 1 Bnt. (of a match 
played away. 2 (of an island) away from the main- 
land. @ int. a peremptory dismissal, reproach, etc. 
(out, you scoundrel!). @ v. 1 tr a put out. b collog. eject 
forcibly. 2 mir, come or go out; emerge (murder rill 
out). 3 tr Boving knock out. 4 tr collog. reveal the 
homosexuality of (a prominent person), 0 out and 
about of a person. esp. after an illness) engaging 
in normal acuyity. out and away by far, out for 
having one’s interest or effort cirected to; mtent on. 
out of 1 from within (came out of the house). 2 not 
within ynever out of England). 3 trom among (nine 
people out of ten). 4 beyond the range of 2s 
reach). 5 without or so as to be without .ou/ of Areail . 
6 from get moner oul of him 7 owing to \out of curios 
if). 8 by the use of material) 
of 1. 9 ata specilied distance from [seven miles oul of 
Liverpool 10 bevond (something out of the ordinary 
11 Racing of an animal, esp. a horse) born of. out 
of bounds see wor \n*. out of hand sce Hp. out 
of it 1 not included; forlorn. 2 cofleg. unaware of 
what is happening, out of order sce orpir. out of 
pocket see roc ki. out of the question sce 1 1s- 
Hox, Out of sorts sce sox!. out of temper see 
out of this world sce worip. out of the 
way see \\\y. out to keenly striving to do. out with 
it say what you are thinking, [Old English] 


out of 


what did you make it out 


TT MIPEK 


a Usage The use of out 
threve il oul the 
considered 


as a preposition, as in A 
emdow or I jumped out the heat, is 
incorrect by some people. Out of ts 


preferable in formal contexts 


outact i./7. surpass in acting or performing. 

outage 7. a period of time during which a power 
supply ete. 1s not operating 

out and out e ad). thorough: 
oughly; surpassmegly: 


surpassing. @ ad, thor- 


outback ». esp. .fusfra/. the remote and usu. unin- 
habitecd inland districts. oO outbacker ». 
outbalance : 
2 outweich. 
outbid «./7, ;-bidding; /as/ and pas! part. -bid) 1 Ind 
lugher than another person) at an 

auction. 2 surpass in exag- 

YeETALION Cl 


fr. 1 count as more important than. 


throttle/ tiller 


outboard e 1 
Pe ol ao mow 
portable and a 


attachable te the 
outside of the 
boat 
2 of a boat: hav- 
ing an 


ERCURY 
stern of a 


outboard 
motor @ ad. G 
ad. on. towards 
or near the 
outside of esp. a 
sup, an aircraft. 
ite, Cl HA Ib tg 
outhoard engine 
2 a boat with an 


dissaisi 


outboard engin 


OUTBOARD 
MOTOR 


ro) 


outbreak », 1 a usu. sudden eruption of war, 
disease, rebellion, etc. 2 an outcrop. 

outbreeding 1. the theory or practice of breeding 
from animals not closely related. 0 outbreed @. nix: 
& tr. ( past and past part. -bred). 

outbuilding 7. a detached shed, barn, etc. within 
the grounds of a main building. 

outburst 7. 1 an explosion of anger etc., expressed 
in words, 2 an act or instance of bursting out. 3 an 
outcrop. 

outcast e 7. 1 a person cast out from or rejected by 
his or her home, country, etc. 2 a tramp or 
vagabond. @ ad. rejected; homeless. 

outclass «/; 1l belong to a higher class than. 
2 defeat easily. 


- outcrop of 
outcome 7, a result: a visible effect. 


harder. 
outcrope 7. lap the emergence of ynreeathered 
a stratum, vein, or rock, at the 
surface. b a stratum etc. emerging. 
2 a noticeable manitestation or 
occurrence. @ rin |-cropped, 
-cropping) appear as an 
outcrop, crop out, 


rocks . 


OUTCROP 


softer, weathered 


YOCKS 


outcry 1. (//. -ies) 
1 the act or an 
instance of crying out. 
2 an uproar. 3 a public protest. 

outdancee ../, surpass in dancing. 

outdated «dj. out of date; obsolete. 

outdistance ¢.//: 
completely. 

outdo ?./: (3rd sing. present -does; past -dad: prey. part. 
-doing: pay! part. -done) exceed or excel i doing 
or performance. 


leave (a competitor) behind 


outdoor a/trib.adj. 1 done, existing, or used out of 
doors. 2 fond of the open air (an outdoor Inpe) 

outdoor pursuits 7.//. usu. organized sporting o1 
leisure activites undertaken out of doors, 


outdoors e@ ad. in or into the open air, out of 


doors. @ 7. the open air. 

outer @ aj. 1 outside; external ( pierced the outer layer) 
2 farther from the centre or inside. 3 objective o1 
physical, not subjective or psychical. @ n. Br. the 
division of a target furthest from the bull’s-eye 
[Midelle Enelish| 

outermost ad). furthest from the inside; the most 
far out, 


outer space sec spac. Sa. 


outface ?:/7, clisconcert or deteat by staring 
or by a display of confidence 
outfall x. the mouth of a river. 
where i empties into the sea etc 


drain, etc.. 


outfield 7. 1 the outer part of a cricket or baseball 
field. & nasieae. 2 oudving land. o outfielder 1. 
outfight ¢./ fight better than; beat in a fight. 
outfit @ x. ba set of esp. 
* designed to be worn together. 2 a complete set 
of equipment ete. for a specific purpose. 3 collog 
a group of people regarded as a unit etc. @ er 
-fitted, -fitting also refi.) provide with an outfit, 
esp. of clothes. 


clothes worn or 


outfitter ”. a supplicr of equipment, esp. Brit.) ol 
conventional styles of clothing or (A. frie) of 
equipment for outdoor expeditions. 

outflank :./7, 1 a extend one’s flank bevond that ol 
an enemy). b outmanoeuvre 
Way 2 

outflow 7. 1 an outward flow 
lows out 


fan enenmw: mm this 
yet the better off confound (an opponent). 


2 the amount that 


outflung «/). (esj). of an arm: flung out to one side 


outmatch 


outfly 2/7 (-flies; past -flew; past part. -flown) 
1 surpass in flying. 2 fly faster or farther than. 
outfox z./7. collog. outwit. 
outgas 7. (outgases, outgassed. outgassing) 
1 intr: release or give off a dissolved or adsorbed gas 
or vapour. 2 #: a release or give off (a substance) as 
a gas or vapour. b drive off a gas or vapour from. 
outgeneral 2, /r. (-generalled, -generalling; US 
-generaled, -generaling) 1 outdo in generalship. 
2 ect the better of by superior strategy or tactics. 
outgoing e adj. 1 friendly; sociable; extrovert. 
2 retiring from office. 3 going out or away. @ n. Bri. 
(in pl.) expenditure. 
outgrow 2.17. ( past -grew; pas! parl. -grown) 1 grow 
too big for (one’s clothes). 2 leave behind (a childish 
habit, ailment, etc.) as one matures. 3 grow faster 
or taller than. 0 outgrow one’s strength Gri. 
(esp. of a plant) become lanky and 
weak through rapid growth. 
outgrowth 7. 1 something that 
erows out. 2 an offshoot. 3 the 
process of growing out. 
outguess v./7, guess correctly 
what is intended by {another 
person). 
outgun 7/7. (-gunned, 
-gunning) 1 surpass 
in military or other 
power or strength. 
2 shoot better than. 
outhouse 7. 1 esp. Bri/. a build- 
ing, esp. a shed, barn, etc. built next 
to or in the grounds of a house. 2.\. Amer. 
an outdoor lavatory. 
outing 7. 1 a short holiday away from home, esp. of 
one day or part of a day. 2 any brief journey from 
home. 3 an appearance in an outdoor match, race, 
ete. 4 collog. the practice or policy of revealing the 
homosexuality of a prominent person. 
outjump ¢./7 surpass in jumping. 
outlandish ad. 1 looking or sounding foreign. 
2 bizarre, strange, unfamiliar. [Old Enghsh, from 
uiland foreign country] G outlandishly ade. 
outlandishness 2. 
outlast 7./r last longer than. 


outlaw e 7, 1 a fugitive from the law. 2 fist. a person 
deprived of the protection of the law. @ nz 
1 declare an outlaw. 2 make illegal. [from Old 
Norse udlag] 0 outlawry n. 

outlay 7. the money spent on something, 

outlet 7. 1a means of exit or escape. 2 (usu. foll. by 
for) a means of expression ( find an outlet for tension) 
3 an agency, distributor, or market for goods (a nex 
retail outlet), &.\. Amer. a power point. 

outline @ 7. 1 a rough draft of a diagram, plan, etc. 
2 aa précis of a proposed novel, article, etc. b a 
verbal descripuon of essential parts only; a 
summary. 3 a sketch containing only contour lines. 
4 (in sing or pl.) a lines enclosing or indicating an 
object (the outline of a shape under the blankets). b a 
contour, ¢ an external boundary. 5 (in p/.) the main 
features or general principles (the outlines of a plan). 
@ «lr 1 draw or describe in outline. 2 mark the 
outline of. Gin outline sketched or represented as 
an outline 


outlive »/: 1 live longer than (another person). 
2 live beyond (a specified date or time). 3 live 
through jan experience 

outlook 7. 1 the prospect for the future (the outlook 
1s bleak). 2 one’s mental attitude 01 point of view 
narrow im their ouilook). 3 what is seen on looking 
OU, 

outlying affrib.ad). situated far from a centre: 
remote. 

US -maneuver) 1 use skill 

and cunning to secure an advantage over 1a 

person). 2 outdo in manoeuvring, 


outmanoeuvre ¢./), 


outmatch :./). be more than a match for an oppon- 
ent ete.}: surpass 


outmoded 


outmoded aq. 1 no longer in fashion. 2 obsolete. 

outnumber »/7, exceed in number. 

out-of-body experience 7. a sensation of being 
outside one’s body, esp. of floating and being able 
to observe onself from a distance. 

out-of-court dirib.adj. (esp. of a settlement) made 
or done outside or without the intervention of a 
court, 

out of date adj. (hyphenated when aiib) old- 
fashioned, obsolete. 

out of doors adj. G adv. in or into the open air. 

out-of-pocket expenses 7./)/. the actual outlay of 
cash incurred. 

out-of-town aitrib.adj. situated or taking place 
outside a town. 

outpace v:/7, 1 go faster than. 2 outdo in a contest. 

outpatient 7. a patient who attends a hospital with- 
out staying there overnight. 

outperform vi; 1 perform better than. 2 surpass 
in a specified field or activity. 0 outperformance n. 

outplacement 7. the act or process of finding new 
employment for esp. executive workers after redun- 
dancy. 

outplay »/7. surpass in playing; play better than. 

outpost 7. 1 a detachment set at a distance from the 
main body of an army, esp. to prevent surprise. 
2 a distant branch or settlement. 

outpouring 7. 1 (usu. in pi.) a copious spoken or 
written expression of emotion. 2 what is pouréd 
out. 

output e 7. 1 the product of a process, esp. of 
manufacture, or of mental or artistic work. 2 the 
quantity or amount of this. 3 the printout etc. 
supplied by a computer. 4 the power etc. delivered 
by an apparatus. 5 a place where energy etc. leaves 
a system. @ v./7. (-putting; past and past part. -put or 
-putted) 1 put or send out. 2 (of a computer) 
supply (results etc.). 

outrage @ 7. 1 an extreme violation of others’ 
rights, sentiments, etc. 2 a gross offence or indig- 
nity. 3 ferce anger or resentment (a feeling of outrage). 
e@ z.tr, 1 subject to outrage. 2 insult, etc. flagraitly. 
3 shock and anger. [based on Old French outrer ‘to 
exceed | 

outrageous ad. 1 immoderate. 2 shocking. 
3 grossly cruel. 4 immoral, offensive. 0 out- 
rageously ad. outrageousness 2. 

outran fast of OUTRUN. 

outrank 2/7 1 be superior in rank to. 2 take prior- 
ity over, 

outré /oo-tray/ adj. 1 outside the bounds of what 
is usual or proper. 2 eccentric or indecorous. 
[French, literally ‘exceeded’ | 

outreach 7. any organization’s involvement with or 
influence in the community, esp. in the context ol 
social welfare. 

outride «fr | fast -rode: past part. -ridden) 1 ride 
better, faster, or further than. 2 (of a ship) come 
safely through (a storm etc.). 

outrider 7. 1 a mounted 
attendant riding ahead 
of, or with, a carriage ete. 
2 a motorcyclist acting as 
a guard in a_ similar 
manner. 0 outriding 7. 

outrigger 7». I a beain, 
spar, or framework, ngged 
out and projecting from or 
over a ship’s side. 2 a simi- 
lar projecting beam etc. in 
a building. 3 » a log etc. 
fixed parallel to a canoe to 
stabilize it. 4 a an iron 
bracket bearing a rowlock 
attached horizontally to 
a boat's side to merease 
the leverage of the oar. 
> scum. b a boat fitted 
with these. 


outrigger boom 


OL TRIGGER 


a Se 


outrigger floal 


OUTRIGGER: 
GCANOE FITTED WITH 


outright e adv. 1 altogether, entirely ( proved outright). 
2 not gradually, nor by degrees, nor by instalments 
(bought it outright). 3 without reservation (denied the 
charge outright). @ attribad. 1 downright, direct, 
complete (resentment turned to outright anger). 2 undis- 
puted, clear (the outright winner). 

outro 7. (pl. -os) collog. a concluding section, esp. of 
a broadcast programme or a piece of music. [on 
the pattern of intro} 

outrode past of ourkipr. 

outrun wi (-running; past -ran; past part. -run) 
1 arun faster or farther than. b escape from. 2 go 
beyond (a specified point or himit). 

outrush ». 1 a rushing out. 2 a violent overflow. 

outsail v./7. sail better or faster than. 

outsell v.ér (past and past part. -sold) 1 sell more 
than. 2 be sold in greater quanuties than. 

outset 7. the start, begining, o at (or from) the 
outset at or from the beginning. 

outshine w/7. (pas! and pas! part. -shone) 1 shine 
brighter than. 2 surpass uy ability etc. 

outshoot u./7 (past and past part. -shot) 1 shoot 
better or further than (another person). 2 esp. 
NV. Amer. attempt or score more goals etc. than, 

outside e 7. 1 the cxternal side or surlace ( parnted 
blue on the outside). 2 the outward aspect of a build- 
ing etc. 3 (also attrib.) all that is without; (/earn about 
the outside world). 4 a position on the outer side (the 
gate opens from the outside). 5 collog. the highest compu- 
tation (i ts @ mile al the outside), 6 Brit. an outsicle 
player in foothall etc, @ adj. 1 of or on or nearer the 
outside; outer. 2 not of or belonging to some circle 
or institution (outside help). 3 (of a chance etc.) 
remote; very unlikely. 4 (of an estimate etc.) the 
greatest or highest possible (dhe oulside price). 5 (of a 
player in football etc.) positioned nearest to the 
edge of the field. @ adv. 1 on or to the outside. 2 in 
or to the open air. 3 not within or enclosed or 
included. 4 s/ang not in prison. @ prep. (also disp. toll. 
by of’) 1 to or at the exterior of (meet me outside the post 
office). 2 beyond the limits of (vulside the law). a at 
the outside (of an estimate etc.) at the most. 
outside in = insipk. ot 1. outside of esp. N. Amer: 
collog. apart from. 


w Usage The use of outside of as a preposition, e.g. 
There is nothing like it outside of Japan is considered 
incorrect by some people. Outside on its own is 
preterable 


outside broadcast 1, Avil. a broadcast made on 
location and not in a stucho. 

outside interest 7. an interest not connected with 
one’s work or normal way of life. 

outsider nr. 1 a a non-member of some circle. 
party, etc. b an uninitiated person, a layman. 2 a 

compeutor, applicant, etc, thought to 
have little chance of success. 


outsize adj. 1 unusually large. 2 \of 
garments etc.) of an exceptionally large 
sizc, O outsizeness 7). 
outskirts 1.)/. the outer border o1 
fringe of a town ete, 
outsmart w/7 outwit, be 
cleverer than. 


collog. 


outsold pas/ and pas! part. of ov sia... 
outsource 0/7 esp. NV. Amer Commerc 
1 obtain (goods ete.. by contract 
from an outside source. 2 contract 
(work) out. O outsourcing 7. 
outspend wiz (past and past part. 
-spent) spend more than (one’s 
resources or another person) 
outspoken adj. given to or involving 
plain speaking: frank in stating one’s 
opimions. O outspokenly = ad. 
outspokenness //. 
outspread e adj. spread out: fully 
extended or expanded. @ utr @ intr. 
(past and past part. -spread) spread 
out; expand. 


outwork 


outstanding adj. 1 a conspicuous, eminent, esp. 
because of excellence. b (usu. foll. by af, in) remark- 
able in (a specified field). 2 (esp. of a debt) not yet 
settled (2200 still outstanding). 0 outstandingly ade. 

outstare v./, 1 outdo in staring, 2 abash by staring. 

outstation 7. a remote branch or outpost. 

outstay vir 1 stay beyond the limit of (onc’s 
welcome etc.). 2 stay or endure longer than 
(another person etc.). 

outstep v./7, (-stepped, -stepping) step outside or 
beyond. 

outstretch 7/7; 1 (usu. as outstretched adj.) reach 
out or stretch out (esp. one’s hands or arms). 
2 reach or stretch further than. 

outstrip v/: (-stripped, -stripping) 1 pass in 
running etc. 2 surpass in competition or relative 
progress or ability. 

out-take x. a length of film or tape rejected in edit- 
ing, 

out-talk 2/7, outdo or overcome im talking. 

out-think 1/7, (pas! and past part. -thought) outwit; 
outdo in thinking: 

out-thrust ad. extended; projected (zevth out-thrust 
arms). 

out to lunch adj. collog. crazy, mad. 

out-tray 7. a tray for outgoing documents, letters, 
ete. 

out-turn 7. 1 the quantity produced. 2 the result of 
a process or sequence of events. 

outvote w./7, defeat by a majority of votes. 

outward e «dj. 1 situated on or directed towards the 
outside. 2 going out (on the outward voyage). 3 exter- 
nal, apparent, superficial (in all outward respects). 
e adv, (also outwards) in an outward direction; 
towards the outside. @ 2. the outward appearance of 
something; the exterior. [Old English] 5 outwardly 
ade 

outward bound e adj. (of a ship, passenger, etc.) 
going away from home. @ 7. (Outward Bound) 
prop. a movement to provide adventure training 
etc. for young people. 

outward form 7. appearance. 

outwardness 7). external existence; objectivity. 

outwards var. of ov rwakn adr, 


outwash 7. W the material carried from a glacier by 
melt water and deposited beyond the moraine. 
C GLAGILR 


OUTWASH: 
GERACTAL (GAN DS Givi; 
WITH OWT WASH PLAIN 


terminal 
moraine 
glacial 
outicayh 


DRE & 
glacial 


lake 


mrorame \ oulzeash 
0 ard 


plain 


snout of 
glaciei 


outweigh 7/7 exceed in weight, value, importance, 
or influence. 

outwent pas ol ovico, 

outwit 7/7. (-witted, -witting be too clever 01 
cralty for; deccive by greater ingenuity, 

outwith prep. Sc. outside, beyond. 

outwork 7, 1 an advanced or detached part of a 
fortification, 2 Brit. work done outside the shop or 


factory which supplies it. cd outworker 7. (in sense 2 


outworking 


outworking 7. (usu. foll. by of) the action or 
process of working out; practical operation. 

outworn adj. out of date, obsolete. 

ouzel /oo0-zél/ n. (also ousel, 1 = RING Oz. 2 = 
piper 1. 3 archaic a blackbird. [Old Enghsh dsle 
*blackbird’] 

ouzo /oo-zoh/ 7. (pl. -os) a Greek aniseed- 
flavoured spirit. [modern Greek] 

ova pl. of ovum. 

oval e adj. 1 egg-shaped, ellipsoidal. 2 having the 
outline of an egg. @ x. 1 an egg-shaped or elliptical 
closed curve. 2 any object with an oval oudine. 3a 
sports ground with an oval ficld. [from medieval 
Latin ovalis| 

Oval Office 1. the office of the US President in the 
White House, 

ovary 7. (//. -ies) 1 W each of a pair of female 
reproductive organs in which ova are procluced. 
D> LNDOGRINE, REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS. 2 the hollow base 
of the carpel of a flower, contaming one or more 
ovules. & r.ower. [related to ovim] G ovarian ad). 
ovariectomy 7. | //. -ies) (in scnse |). ovariotomy 
n, (pl. -ies) (in sense 1). ovaritis 7. (in sense 1). 


Jertilized ovcum [I BR 
released ovum - 
ruplured } 
follicle 


corpus luteum 
~ corpus albicans 


dei eloping 
follich 


Fallopian tube: 
OVARY: GROSS-SL¢ 


LION O1 
AND FALLOPIAN 


NALA NS OWE VIRY 
HUB 


ovate ad. esp. Biol. egg-shaped as a solid or in 
outline: oval. [from Latin ovalus| 

ovation 7. an enthusiastic recepuion, esp. spontan- 
eous and sustained applause. [based on Latin ovan 
‘to exult’| G ovational ad). 

oven 7. 1 an enclosed compartment of brick, stone, 
or metal for cooking food, 2 a chamber for heating 
or drying, [Old English] 

ovenbird ». any Central or S. American bird of the 
family Furnariidae, many of which make domed 
nests. 

ovenproof adj. suitable for use in an oven; heat- 
resistant. 

oven-ready adj. (of food) prepared before sale so as 
to be reacly for immediate cooking in the oven, 

ovenware i. clishes that can be used for cooking 
food in the oven. 

over @ qd. expressing Movement or position or state 
above or beyond something stated or implied: 
1 outward and downward from a brink or from any 
erect position (knocked the man over). 2 so as to cover 
or touch a whole surface (faint if over. 3 so as to 
produce a lold, or reverse a position: with the effect 
of beme upside down, 4 a across a street or other 
space decided ta crosy over). b for a visit ete, (uneited 
them over last neght 
hand or part to another yscapped them oven. 6 with 
motion above something .linb oven. 7 fron beein- 


5 with translerence from one 


ning to end with repedtion or detailed concentra- 
tion thank if over,. 8 in excess left over), 9 for or until 
10 atan end the crisis os over, 


wlater time fold Laver 
11 in full over to you (as if. (in radio conversa- 
that it is 


person's turn to speak. @ frp. TD above, in, or toa 


Hons cte, said to incdlicate the othe 


position higher than; upon. 2 out and down from; 
down from the edge of ( fell over the cliff). 3 so as to 
cover (a hat over his eyes). 4 above and across (a bridge 
over the Thames). 5 concerning; as a result of; while 
occupied with (/aughed over a good joke). 6 a in super- 
iority of; in charge of (a victory over the enemy). b in 
preference to. 7 Math. divided by. 8 a throughout; 
covering (a blush spread over his face). b so.as to deal with 
completely (went over the plans). 9 a for the duration of 
lay over Saturday night). b at any poimt dyring the 
course of (Ll do it over the weekend). 10 more than 
(bids of over £50). 11 transmitted by (heard it over the 
radio), 12 in comparison with (gained 20% over last 
year). 13 having recovered from (am now over my vold ). 
e x. Cricket 1 a sequence of balls (now usu. six), 
bowled from one end of the pitch. 2 the period of 
play during which such a sequence is bowled. @ ad). 
1 upper, outer. 2 superior. 3 extra. 0 begin (or 
start cic.) over .V. Amer begin again. get it over 
with do or undergo something unpleasant etc. so 
as to be ric of it. give over (usu. as int.) colloq. 
desist. not over not very; not at all (nol over friendly). 
over again once again. over against in an oppo- 
site situation to; adjacent to, 1 contrast with. over 
all taken as a whole. over and above in addition 


to (asking price £100 over and above the basic fee of 


£500), over and over so that the same thing or 
the same point comes up again and again. over 
one’s head sec tL. over the hill sce nin1.. over 
the moon see Moon. over to you see over adv. 11. 
over the way #77. (in a street etc.) facing or oppo- 
site. [Old English] 

over-abundant adj. in excessive quantity. 0 over- 
abundance 7. over-abundantly ad:. 
overachieve ¢. 1 mi do more than might be 
expected (esp. scholastically). 2 t% achieve more 
than (an expected goal or objective etc.). 0 over- 
achievement 7. overachiever 7. 

overact i./. © ini, act (a role) in an cxaggerated 
manner. 

overactive aij. excessively active. D overactivity 7. 

over age adj. (usu. hyphenated when afi) over a 
certain age limit; too old. 

overall e adj. 1 total, inclusive of all overall cost). 
2 taking everything into account (overall improve- 
ment). 3 from end to end (overall length). @ adv. taken 
as a whole (overall, was excellent). eu. 1 Brit. an 
outer garment worn to keep out dirt, wet, ete. 2 in 
fl.) protective trousers, cungarees, or a combin- 
ation suit, worn by workmen etc. O overalled ad. 

overambitious adj. excessively ambitious. 0 over- 
ambition 7. overambitiously ad: 

over-anxious «dj. excessively anxious. 0 over- 
anxiety 7. over-anxiously ad. 

overarch 7:/ form an arch over. 0 overarching 
ad), 

overarm adj. & adv. LV» Cricket & Tennis 
etc. with the hand above the shoulder 
jan overarm service). 2 Steimming with 
one or both arms lifted out of the 
water during a stroke, 

overate pas! of OViRLAL. 

overawe i: /7; L restrain by awe. 2 keep 
in awe. 

overbalance :. 1 ?, esp. Bril. cause to 
lose its balanee and fall. 2 ini fall 
over, capsize. 3h. outweigh. 

overbear /). ; fas! -bore: past part. -borne) 
I fas overbearing adj.. a domineering, 
masterful. b overpowermg, 2. bear down; ‘ 
upset by weight, force, or emouonal pressure. 
3 put down or repress by power or author- 
ity. O overbearingly ad. overbearing- 
ness 1. 

overbid e ¢./7. (-bidding: fas! and pas! 
part. -bidi 1 make a higher bid than. 
2 (also abyol.) Bridge a biel more on 


one’s hand) than warranted. b = gg 
ONIROALL |. @ ma bid that is higher ‘a 

than another, or higher than ts just- OVE 
lied. GQ overbidder 1. TENNIS 


overdo 


overbite 7. Dentistry the overlapping of the lower 
teeth by the upper. 
overblouse 7. a garment like a blouse, but worn 
without tucking it into a skirt or trousers. 
overblown adj. 1 excessively inflated or pretent- 
ious. 2 (of a flower, or a woman’s beauty etc.) past 
its prime. 
overboard adv. {rom on a ship into the water (fall 
overboard). 0 go overboard 1 be highly enthusias- 
tic. 2 behave immoderately; go too far. throw 
overboard alyandon, discard. 
overbook 1/7, (also absol.) make too many bookings 
for (an aircraft, hotel, etc.) in respect of the space 
available. 
overbore fas! of OVERBIAR. 
overborne ast part. of OVERBEAR. 
overburden 7/7 burden (a person, thing, etc.) to 
excess. 0 overburdensome adj. 
overcall e z./r, (also absol.) Bridge 1 make a higher bid 
than (a previous bid or opponent). 2 Br. = oversip 
v, 2a. @ n. an act or instance of overcalling. 
overcame pas! of OVERCOME. 
overcapacity 7. a state of saturation or an excess of 
productive capacity. 
overcapitalize v./r, (also -ise) fix or estimate the 
capital of (a company etc.) too high. 
overcareful adj. excessively careful. 0 overcare- 
fully adv. 
overcast @ ad. 1 covered with cloud; dull and 
gloomy. 2 (in sewing) edged with stitching to 
prevent fraying, > srrrcu. @ utr (past and past part. 
-cast) I cover with clouds or darkness. 2 stitch over 
to prevent fraying. 
overcautious adj. excessively cautious. 0 overcau- 
tion 7. overcautiously adv, overcautiousness n. 
overcharge 2./7. 1 a charge too high a price to (a 
person) for a thing. b charge (a specified sum) 
beyond the right price. 2 put too much charge into 
(a battery, gun, etc.). ~ 
overcoat n. a heavy cdat, esp. one worn over indoor 
clothes for warmth outdoors in cold weather, 
overcome 2. (fas! -came; past parl. -come) 1 fr. 
prevail over, master, conquer. 2 fr (as overcome 
adj.) a exhausted, made helpless. b (usu. foll. by 
with, by) affected by {emotion etc.). 3 intr be victori- 
ous, 
overcommit v/: (overcommitted, overcom- 
mitting) (usu. refl.) commit (esp. oneself) to an 
excessive degree. 0 overcommmitment 7. 
overcompensate v. 1 /r (usu. foll. by for) compen- 
‘sate excessively for (something). 2 intr. Psychol. strive 
for power etc. in an exaggerated way, esp. to make 
up for a grievance. handicap, etc. 0 overcompen- 
sation /. overcompensatory adj. 
overconfident «dj. excessively confi- 
cent. 0 overconfidence 7. overcon- 
fidently adi. 
overcook ¢./. cook too much or for 
too long. Oo overcooked adj. 
overcritical adj, excessively 
quick to find fault. 


critical; 


overcrowd 7:/7, fill (a space, object, etc.) 
beyond what is usual or comfortable. 
Oo overcrowding 7. 


overdetermine 7.//. 1 determine, account 
for, or cause in more than one way, or with 
more conditions than are necessary. 2 (as 
{ overdetermined adj.) have more determin- 
ing factors than the minimum necessary. 
O overdetermination 7. 
overdevelop «./, (-developed. -develop- 
ing) 1 develop too much. 2 Photog treat with 
developer for too long. 
overdo viz (3rd sing. present -does; past 
-did; past part. -done} 1 carry to excess 


AP (I think you overdid the sarcasm). 2 (esp. as 

— overdone adj.) overcook. 0 overdo it 
RARM (or things) exhaust onesclf. [Old 
STROKE English] 


overdose 


overdose e@ 7. an excessive dose (of a drug etc.). 
ev. 1 # give an overdose of a drug etc. to (a person). 
2 intr. (often foll. by on) take an overdose of a drug, 
Q overdosage n. 

overdraft n. 1 a deficit in a bank account caused by 
drawing more money than is credited to it. 2 the 
amount of this. 

overdramatize 1./7, (also -ise) (also absol.) express 
or react to in an excessively dramatic way, 0 over- 
dramatic ad). 

overdraw wv. (past -drew; past part. -drawn) 1 ta 
draw a sum of money in excess of the amount 
credited to (one’s bank account). b (as overdrawn 
adj.) having overdrawn one’s account. 2 itr. over- 
draw one’s account. 

overdress e v. 1 ¢ dress with too much display or 
formality. 2 inf: overdress oneself. @ n. esp. Bril. 
a dress worn over another dress or a blouse ete. 

overdrive 7. 1 an additional speed-increasing gear 
in a motor vehicle providing a gear ratio higher 
than that of top gear. 2 (usu. prec. by in, into) a state 
of high or excessive activity. 

overdue adj. 1 past the time when due or ready. 
2 not yet paid, arrived, born, etc., though after the 
expected time. 

overeager adj. excessively eager. 0 overeagerly 
adv, overeagerness n. 

over easy ad). N. Amer. (of an egg) fried on both 
sides, with the yolk remaining slightly liquid. 

overeat v.inir. & refl. ( past -ate; past part. -eaten) cat 
too much. 

over-elaborate e@ adj. excessively elaborate. 
@ vir. (also absol.) explain in excessive detail. 0 over- 
elaborately adv. over-elaboration 7. 

over-emotional adj. excessively emotional. 

overemphasis 7. excessive emphasis. 0 over- 
emphasize 2/7, G mir. (also -ise). 

overenthusiasm 7. excessive enthusiasm. 0 over- 
enthusiastic adj. overenthusiastically adz. 

overestimate e 7/7. (also absol.) form too high an 
estimate of (a person, cost, etc.). @ 7. too high an 
estimate. G overestimation /. 

overexcite uf excite excessively. 0 overexcite- 
ment 7. 

over-exercise @ v. 1 / use or exert (a part of the 
body, one’s authority, etc.) too much. 2 intr. take too 
much exercise: overexert oneself. @ ”. excessive 
eXeICise, 

overexert ui G& refl. exert too much. 0 over- 
exertion 7. 

overexpose w./7. (also absol.) 1 expose too much, esp. 
to the public eye. 2 Photog. expose (film) for too long 
a time. 0 overexposure 7. 

overextend »i7, 1 extend (a thing) too far. 2 (also 
refl.) take on (oneself) or impose on (another 
person) an excessive burden of work. 

overfamiliar adj. excessively familiar O over- 
familiarity n. 

overfeed vw./7. (past and past part. -fed) feed exces- 
sively. 

overfill vt; © inir. fill to excess or to overflowing. 

overfish »./7, deplete (a stream, stock of fish, etc.) by 
too much fishing. 

overflow e v. 1 Wy a flow over (the brim etc.). b flow 
over the brim or limits of: 2 inix a (of a receptacle 
etc.) be so full that the contents overflow it. b (of 
contents) overflow a container. 3 ¢ (of a crowd etc.) 
extend beyond the limits of {a room etc.). 4 i flood 
(a surface or area). 5 iin (foll. by with) be full of. 
6 int (of kindness, a harvest, etc.) be very abundant. 
e 2. (also atinb.) 1 what overflows or is superfluous 
(mop up the overflow). 2 an instance of overflowing. 
3 (esp. in a bath or sink) an outlet for excess water 
etc. 4 Computing the generation of a number having 
more digits than the assigned location. [Old English] 

overflow meeting 7. a meeting for those who 
cannot be accommodated at the main gathering. 

overfly v./7, (-flies; pas! -flew, past part. -flown) fly 
over or beyond (a place or territory), D overflight n. 


overfond adj. (often foll. by of) having too great an 
affection or liking (for a person or thing). o over- 
fondly adv. overfondness n. 

overfull adj. filled excessively or to overflowing. 

overgarment 7. a garment worn over others; an 
outer garment. 

overgeneralize ». (also -ise) 1 mt: draw general 
conclusions from inadequate data etc. 2 intr. argue 
more widely than is justified by the available 
evidence etc. 3 #& draw an excessively general 
conclusion from (data etc.). 0 overgeneralization 7. 

overgenerous adj. excessively generous. 0 over- 
generously ad. 

overgraze v.tr allow excessive grazing of (grass- 
land), so that vegetation is damaged. 0 overgraz- 
ing 7. 

overground adv. & adj. 1 above the ground. 2 in or 
into the open; unconcealed. 

overgrow w./7. (past -grew; past part. -grown) I (as 
overgrown adj.) a abnormally large in stature (a 
great overgrown child). b grown over with vegetation 
(an overgrown pond). 2 grow over, esp. so as to choke 
(nettles have overgrown the pathway). 0 overgrowth n. 

overhang e » (fast and past part. -hung) 1 f & intr. 
project or hang over. 2 tr menace, preoccupy, 
threaten. @ 7. 1 an instance of overhanging. 2 the 
overhanging part of a structure or rock formation. 
3 the amount by which a thing overhangs. 

overhaul e 2/7, 1 a take to picces in order to exam- 
ine. b examine the condition of (and repair if 
necessary). 2 overtake. @ n. a thorough examin- 
ation, with repairs if necessary. [originally nautical, 
literally ‘to release (rope-tackle) by slackening’ | 

overhead e adv. 1 above one’s head. 2 in the sky or 
in the storey above. @ adj. 1 placed overhead. 2 (of 
a driving mechanism etc.) above the object driven. 
3 (of expenses) arismg from general running costs, 
as distinct from particular business transactions. 
@ 7. (in pl. or N. Amer. in sing.) overhead expenses. 

overhead projector 7. a device that projects an 
enlarged image of a transparency on to a surface 
above and behind the user. 

overhear v./. ( past and past part. -heard) (also absol.) 
hear as an eavesdropper or as an unintentional 
listener. 

overheat v, 1 f © ini, make or become too hot; 
heat to excess. 2 in (as overheated adj.) too 
passionate about a matter. 3 intr, G h. Econ. suffer, 
or cause to suffer, from marked inflation, as a result 
of placing excessive pressure on resources at a time 
of expanding demand. 

over-indulge 1/7, & inir. indulge to excess. 0 over- 
indulgence 7. over-indulgent ad). 

over-inflated adj. excessively large or aggrandized; 
exaggerated, 

over-insure 7/7, insure (property etc.) for more 
than its real value; msure excessively. O over- 
insurance 7. 

overjoyed adj. (often foll. by at, to hear, etc.) filled 
with great joy. 

overkill n. 1 the excess of capacity to kill or destroy. 
2 unwarranted thoroughness of treatment. 

overladen adj. bearing or carrying too large a load. 

overlaid past and past part. of overtay". 

overlain fas! part. of OVERLIE. 

overland adj. & adv. by land; not by sea. 

overlap e ». (-lapped. -lapping) 1 #: (of part of an 
object) partly cover (another object). 2 t: cover and 
extend beyond. 3 itr (of two things) partly coin- 
cide; not be completely separate. e 7. 1 an instance 
of overlapping. 2 the amount of this. 

over-large ad). too large. 

overlay! e vi: (past and past part. -laid) 1 lay over. 
2 (foll. by zezth) cover the surface of {a thing) with 
(a coating etc.). 3 overlie. @ n. a thing laid over 
another. 

overlay’ past of ovcRut. 

overleaf adv. on the other side of the leaf (of a 
book) (the diagram overleaf ). 


override 


overlie 1 #7. (-lying; past -lay; past part. -lain) 1 lie on 
top of. 2 smother (a child etc.) by lying on top, 

overload e 2.i7 load excessively; force (a person, 
thing, etc.) beyond normal or reasonable capacity. 
@ n. an excessive quantity or demand. 

overlong adj. © adv. too or excessively long. 

overlook z./. 1 fail to notice; ignore, condone (an 
offence etc.). 2 have a view from above, be higher 
than. 3 supervise, oversee. 4 bewitch with the evil 
eye. 0 overlooker 7. 

overlord n. a supreme lord. 6 overlordship 7. 

overly adv. excessively; too. 

overlying pres. part. of overut. 

overman 1/7. (-manned, -manning) provide with 
too large a crew, staff, etc. 

overmantel 7. ornamental shelves etc. over a 
mantelpiece. 

over-many adj. too many; an excessive number. 

overmaster w(x master completely, conquer. 5 over- 
mastering adj. overmastery n. 

overmuch e adv. to too great an extent; excessively. 
@ adj. excessive; superabundant. 

overnice adj. excessively fussy etc. O overniceness 71. 

overnight @ adv. 1 for the duration of a night (stay 
overnight). 2 during the course of a night. 
3 suddenly, immediately (the sztuation changed 
overnight). @ adj. 1 for use overnight (an overnight bag). 
2 done etc. overnight (an overnight stop). 

overnighter 7. 1 a person who stops at a place 
overnight. 2 an overnight bag. 

over-optimistic adj. excessively or unjustifiably 
optimistic. 0 over-optimism 1. 

overpaid fast and past part. of overray. 

over-particular adj. excessively particular or fussy. 

overpass 7. a road or railway line that passes over 
another by means of a bridge. 

overpay w/x ( pasi and past part. -paid) recompense (a 
person, service, etc.) too highly. D overpayment 7. 

overplay vt play (a part) to excess; give undue 
importance to. 0 overplay one’s hand 1 be 
unduly optimistic about one’s capabilities. 2 spoil a 
good case by exaggerating its value. 

overpopulated adj. having too large a population. 
oO overpopulation 7. 

overpower vf, 1 reduce to submission, subdue. 
2 make (a thing) ineffective or imperceptible by 
greater intensity. 3 (of heat, emotion, etc.) over- 
whelm. O overpowering ad. overpoweringly 
ado. 

over-prescribe », (7. (also abso/.) prescribe an exces- 
sive amount of (a drug) or too many (drugs). 

0 over-prescription 7. 

overprice vir price (a thing) too highly. 

overprint e v./r. 1 print further matter on (a surface 
already printed, esp. a postage stamp). 2 print 
(further matter) in this way. @ n. the words etc. over- 
printed. 

overproduce v,/7. (usu. absol.) 1 produce more of (a 
commodity) than is wanted. 2 produce to an exces- 
sive degree. 0 overproduction n. 

overprotective adj, excessively protective, esp. of a 
person in one’s charge. 

overqualified adj. too highly qualified (esp. for a 
particular job etc.). 


overran past of OVERRUN. 

overrate u./r (often as overrated adj.) assess or 
value too highly. 

overreach v./r circumvent, outwit. 0 overreach 
oneself 1 strain oneself by reaching too far. 
2 defeat one’s object by going too far. 

overreact v.inir. respond more forcibly etc. than is 
justified. 0 overreaction 7, 

over-refine »v./7, (also absol.) 1 refine too much. 
2 make too subtle distinctions in (an argument etc.). 
Oo over-refinement 7. 

override @ 2:17. ( past -rode; past part. -ridden) 1 have 
or claun precedence over (an overnding consideration). 
2 a intervene and make ineffective. b interrupt the 


overripe 


acuon of (an automatic device) esp. to take manual 
control. 3 a trample down or undertoot. b supersede 
arrogantly. @ n. 1 the action or process of suspending 
an automatic function. 2 a device for this. 

overripe adj. (esp. of fruit etc.) past its best; exces- 
sively ripe; full-blown. 

overrode fas! of ovrrRine. 

overrule 7.7, 1 sct aside (a decision etc.) by exercis- 
ing a superior authority. 2 annul a decision by or 
reject a proposal of (a person) in this way, 

overrun @ 7/7, (-running; fas! -ran; past part. -run) 
1 (of vermin, weeds, etc.) swarm or spread over. 
2 conquer or ravage (territory) by force. 3 (of time, 
expenditure, etc.) exceed (a fixed limit). 4 Printing 
carry over (a word etc.) to the next line or page. 
e 7. 1 an instance of overrunning, 2 the amount of 
this. [Old English| 

oversaw fast of OVEKSE. 

overscrupulous adj. excessively scrupulous or 
particular, 

overseas @ <di. (also oversea) abroad. @ altrib.ad). 
(also oversea) foreign; across or beyond the sea. 
oversee 1/7. (-sees; fas! -saw; fas! part. -seen) offi- 
cially supervise (workers etc.). 0 overseer 7. 

oversell wir. (fast and past parl. -sold) (also absol.) 
1 sell more of (a commodity etc.) than one can 
deliver. 2 exaggerate the merits of. 

oversensitive adj. excessively sensitive; easily hurt 
or too quick to react. O oversensitiveness 7. 
oversensitivity 7. 

oversew w./7. ( pas! parl. -sewn or -sewed) sew (two 
edges) with every stitch passing over the join. 

oversexed adj. having unusually strong sexual 
desires. 

overshadow 2:17, 1 appear much more prominent 
or important than, 2 cast into the shade. [Old 
English] 

overshoe 2. a shoe of rubber, felt, etc., worn over 
another as protection from wet, cold, ete. 

overshoot e ?::/7 (pas! and past part. -shot) 1 pass or 
send beyond (a target or limit). 2 (of an aircraft) 
proceed beyond (the runway) when landing o1 
taking off. @ 7. 1 the act of overshooting. 2 the 
amount of this. overshoot the mark go beyond 
what is intended or proper; go too far. 

oversight 7. 1 a failure to notice something. 2 an 
inadvertent mistake. 3 supervision. 

oversimplify 2/7, (-ies, -1ed) (also abso/.) distort a 
problem etc.) by stating it in too simple terms, 
0 oversimplification 1. 

oversize adj. also -sized) of more than the usual 
SIZ. 

overskirt 7. an outer or second skirt. 

oversleep ?.ini. & refl. | pas! and past part. -slept) 
continue sleeping beyond the intended time of 
waking; sleep too long, 

oversold past and past part. of OviRStLL. 

oversolicitous «adj. excessively worried, anxious, 
eager, etc. 0 oversolicitude n. 

overspecialize 7/7. (also -ise) concentrate too 
much on one aspect or area, 0 overspecializa- 
tion 1. 

overspend », | fas! ancl pus! part. -spent. 1 int. & 
refl, spend too much. 2 (; spend more than (a spec- 
ified amount). 

overspill 1. 1b what is spilt over or overflows. 2 Bri. 
the surplus population moving to a new area. 

overspread dr ( past ancl past part. -spread 
1 become spread or diffused over. 2 cover o1 
occupy the surface of. [Old English] 

overstaff ;./, provide with too large a stall. 

overstate if: 1 state {a case etc.) too strongly. 
2 cNaygyerate. O overstatement i. 

overstay ¢./, stay longer than one’s welcome cte.). 

oversteer @ @.///), (of a vehidley have a 

tendency to turn more sharply than was intended, 

ex. this tendency 


MOvor 


overstep 7./). (-stepped. -stepping) | 


pass 


oversupply e 7! 


overtax «/) I 


over-the-counter 


OWL 


There are about 130 owl species, most of 


which are nocturnal hunters. They have large, 


forward-facing eyes for long-range binocular 
vision, and hearing so acute they can locate 
prey in total darkness. Owls have no 
external ears, allhough some do 
have tufts of feathers that look like 
ears. Instead the broad facial disc 
gathers sound waves (like an exter- 
nal ear does) and directs them to the 
internal ear drum. Owls typically have 
fringecl feathers that reduce air turbu- 
lence; this means quarry can be 
approached almost silently. Most owls 
have feathers covermg their legs and feet, 
which helps further quieten their flight. 
An owl’s diet consists mainly of small 
birds, insects, frogs, and rodents. 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER OWLS 


TAWNY OWL 
(Strax aluco) 


SNOWY OWL 
(.\yctea scandiaca) 


beyond {a boundary or mark), 2 violate (certain 
standards of behaviour etc.). O overstep 
the mark violate conventions of behaviour. 


overstock @ w/r stock excessively. @ 7. esp. US 


a supply in excess of demand or requirement. 


overstrain ?.// stra too much. 
overstress 2/7; stress too much. 
overstretch 7./; 1 stretch too much. 2 (esp. as 


overstretched ad.) make excessive demands on 
(resources, a person, etc.). 


overstrung adj. (of a person, disposition, etc.) 


intenscly strained, highly strung. 


overstuff ¢./, 1 stuff more than is necessary. 2 (as 


overstuffed adj.) (of furniture; macle soft and 
comfortable by thick upholstery. 


oversubscribe »./): (usu. as oversubscribed aij.) 


subscribe for more than the amount available of 
ithe offer was oversubscribed }. 


oversubtle «adj. excessively subtle; not plain or 


clear. 
(-les, -1ed) supply with too 
niuch. @ 7. an excessive supply. 


oversusceptible ad). too suscepuble or vulnerable. 
overt ad. unconcealed: done openly. [from Old 


French, literally ‘opened’] 0 overtly ad: overt- 
ness !. 


overtake 2/7, ; fas! -took: past part, -taken) 1 (also 


(Brit,) absol.y catch up with and pass while travelling 
in the same chirection. 2 (of a misfortune etc.) come 
suddenly upon. 

make excessive demands on ta 
person’s strength etc.,, 2 tax too heavily, 

attrih.ad}. 


obtainable from a 


Jeathers 


EXTERNATOBEANT UR is 


overwater 


Sringed 
Slight 
frather 


> alula 


Jfacal 
din 


haoked 
beak 


tail 


large / 
maine 


lang, feathered legs 


OF A BARN OWL 
(Tyto alba) 


ION’ talons 


SOUTHERN 
BOOBOOK \ 
(Ninox novaeseelandiae) 


EURASIAN EAGLE OWL 
i (Bubo bubo) 
7 

shop, esp. (of drugs) without a prescription (see also 
over the counter (corxiir’). 

over-the-top see over the lop 2 (ror). 

overthrow e 2/7. (pas! -threw; fast fart. -thrown) 
1 remove forcibly from power, 2 put an end to (an 
instituuion etc.), 3 conquer, overcome. 4 knock 
down, upset. @ 7. a defeat or downfall. 

overtime e@ 1. 1 the time during which a person works 
at a job in addition to the regular hours. 
2 payinent for this. @ adv. in addition to regular hours. 

overtire 1.f. & 
invalid ete.). 


refl. exhaust or wear out (esp. an 


overtone 7. 1 \fu. any of the tones above the 
lowest in a harmonic series. 2 a subtle or elusive 
quality or implication (sinester overtones). 

overtrain 7.f: G intr subject to or undergo too 
mutch (esp. athletic) wating with a consequent loss 
of proficiency. 

overture 7. 1 an orchestral piece opening an opera 
etc. 2 a one-movement composition in this style. 
3 (usu. in pl.) a an opening of negotiations. b a 
formal proposal or offer initiating negotiation etc. 
(esp. make overtures to). [from Latin apertura ‘aperture’ | 

overturn e ¢. 1 /: cause to fall down or turn over: 
upset. 2 & reverse: invalidate. 3 dtr turn over. @ 7. 
a subversion, an act of upsetting. 

overuse e@ 7!) /oh-ver-yooz/ use too much. @ 7. 
/oh-ver-yooss/ excessive use. 

overvalue i./r, (-values, -valued, -valuing) value 
too highly; have too high an opinion of. 

overview 1. 4 general survey. 

overwater e@ ?:/7. (also abso/.) water (a plant etc.) too 
niuch. @ attrih.adj. situated above the water. 


overweening 


overweening adh. arrogant, presumptuous. [based 
on archaic ween ‘to have an opinion’] 0 overween- 
ingly adv. 

overweight e adj. 1 in excess of a weight considered 
normal or desirable. 2 beyond an allowed or suit- 
able weight. @ n. excessive or extra weight; prepon- 
derance. @ v.l7. (usu. foll. by with) load unduly. 

overwhelm 1/7, 1 overpower with emotion. 2 (usu. 
foll. by with) overpower with an excess of business 
etc. 3 bring to sudden ruin or destruction. 
4 submerge utterly. 

overwhelming adj. irresistible by force of 
numbers, influence, amount, etc. O overwhelm- 
ingly adv. 

overwind w/z. (past and past part. -wound) wind (a 
mechanism, esp. a watch) beyond the proper stop- 
ping point. 

overwinter v. 1 iy, (usu. foll. by at, in) spend the 
winter, 2 intr. (of insects, fungi, etc.) live through the 
winter. 3 ¢, keep (animals, plants, etc.) alive through 
the winter. 

overwork @ «1 init, work too hard. 2 & cause (another 
person) to work too hard. 3 é weary or exhaust with 
too much work, 4 ¢ (esp. as overworked adj.) make 
excessive use of. @ 7. excessive work. 

overwound /ast and past part. of overwinn. 

overwrite vu, (past -wrote; past pari. -written) 1 # write 
on top of (other writing). 2 # Computing destroy (data) 
in (a file ete.) by entering new data. 3 mir (esp. as over- 
written ad.) write too elaborately or too ornately, 

overwrought ad. 1 overexcited, 
distraught. 2 overdone; too elaborate. 

overzealous adj. too zealous in one’s 
behaviour, etc.; excessively enthusiastic. 

ovi- comb. form egg, ovum. [from Latin ovum ‘ege”| 

oviduct 7. the tube through which an ovum passes 
from the ovary. G oviductal adj. 

oviform ad. egg-shaped. 

ovine 7). of or like sheep. [based on Latin ozs ‘sheep’] 

oviparous adj. Zool. producing young by means of 
eggs expelled from the body before they are 
hatched. 0 oviparity 7. oviparously ad.. 

ovipositor 7. » a pointed tubular organ 
with which a female insect deposits 
her eggs. [modern Latin] 

ovoid e@ aj. b (of a solid or 
of a surface) egg-shaped. 
2 oval, with oné end 
more pointed than the 
other. @ 7. an ovoid body 
or surface. [from French 
ovvide, related to ovt Mj 

ovulate v.inir, produce 
ova or ovules. or dis- 
charge them trom the 
ovary. 0 ovulation 7. 
ovulatory ad). 

ovule n. the part of the 
ovary of sced plants that 
contains the germ cell; an un- 
fertilized seed. © rower. [from mech- 
eval Latin ovu/um ‘little ege’| 0 ovular ad). 


hervous, 


attitude, 


Hata 


antenna 


ovum n. (fl. ova) 1 a mature reproductive cell of 
female animals, produced by the ovary. & ovary. 
2 the egg cell of plants. [Latin, literally ‘egg’ | 

ow ini. expressing sudden pain. [a natural exclamation| 
owe 1/7; 1 a be under obligation (to a person ete.) 
to pay or repay (money etc.). b (abso/.; usu. foll. 
by for) be in debt (still owe for my car). 2 (often foll. 
by fo) be under obligation to render (ze grateful 
thanks to). 3 (usu. foll. by fo) be indebted to a person 
or thing for (we owe the principle to Newton). 0 owe it 
to oneself (often foll. by éo + infin.) need (to do) 
something to protect one’s own interests. [Old 
English] 

owing predic.adj. 1 owed; yet to be paid (fhe balance 
owing). 2 (foll. by to) a caused by; attributable to. 
b (as prep.) because of (owing to bad weather), 


dhilormen 


OVIPOSITOR:? ICHNEUMON WASP 
DLPOSTIING EGGS 


a Usage The use of owing to as a preposition mean- 
ing ‘because of” is entirely acceptable (see example 
above), unlike this use of due to. 


owl n. 1 < any nocturnal bird’of prey of the order 
Strigiformes, with large eyes and a hooked beak. 
2 collog. a person compared to an owl, esp. in look- 
ing wise. [Old English] 0 owlery 7. (pl. -ies). 
owlish adj. owlishly adv. owl-like ad). 

owlet 7. a young or small owl. 

own @ adj. (prec. by possessive) 1 a belonging to 
oneself or itself (saz it wzth my own eyes). b individ- 
ual, particular (has its own charm). 2 used to empha- 
size identity rather than possession (cooks his own 
meals). 3 (absol.) a private property (is u_your own?). 
b kindred (among my own). @ v. 1 iv, have as property; 
possess. 2 a é: confess (own their faults). b intr. (foll. by 
to) confess to (owned to a prejudice). 3 tr. acknowledge 
paternity, authorship, or possession of. D come 
into one’s own I receive one’s due. 2 achieve 
recognition. get one’s own back (often foll. by on) 
collog. get revenge. hold one’s own maintain one’s 
position. of one’s own belonging to oneself alone. 
on one’s own I alone. 2 independently, without 
help. own up (ofien foll. by to) confess frankly. [Old 
English agen ‘owed’] 0 -owned adj. (in comb). 

own brand 7. Bri. 1 a make of goods manufac- 
tured specially for a retailer and bearing the 
retailer’s name. 2 (foll. by of) a kind particular to a 
person or group (own brand of gay activism). 

owner 7. | a person who owns something. 2 slang 
the captain of a ship. 0D ownership 2. 

owner-occupier 7. Bril. a person who owns the 
house etc. he or she lives in. owner-occupied ad). 

own goal ». Brit. 1 a goal scored fusu. by mistake) 
against the scorer’s own side. 2 colloy. an act that 
unintentionally harms one’s own interests. 

owt n. Brit, collog. or dial. anything. [variant of avcHT] 

ox n. (pl. oxen) 1 any bovine animal, esp. a large 
usu. horned domesticated ruminant used for 
draught, milk, and meat. > ruminant. 2 a castrated 
male of a domesticated species of cattle, Bos taurus. 

{Old English] 


ox- var. of oxy-. 


oxalic acid 1. Chem. a very 
poisonous and sour acid 
found in sorrel and rhubarb 
leaves. [based on Greek oxalis ‘wood 

sorrel] 0 oxalate n. 
oxalis 7. any plant of the genus Ovalis, with 

trifoliate leaves and white, yellow, or pink 
flowers, e.g. wood sorrel. [basecl on Greek 
oxus ‘sour’ | 
oxbow 2. 1 a U-shaped collar of an ox- 

yoke, 2 a a loop formed by a horseshoe 
bend in a river. b a lake formed 
when the river cuts across the 
narrow end of the loop. > Lakt., 
RIVER 
Oxbridge 7. Brit. 1 (also attrib.) 

Oxford and Cambridge universities 
regarded together, esp. in contrast to newer in- 
stitutions, 2 (often altb.) the characteristics of these 
universities. [blend of Ox(ford) and (Cam)jbridge] 

oxen pf! of on. 

ox-eye 7. any of various plants of the daisy family 
with conspicuously rayed flowers. 

Oxfam /oks-fiin/ abbr. 
Famine Relief. 

Oxford blue e x. 1 a dark bluc. sometimes with a 
purple tinge. 2 = sive! n. 3a. @ adj. Pia ee 
when ailtrih.) of this colour. [adopted by Osford 
University in S, England] 

oxherd #1. a cowherd. 


Oxford Comunittee for 


oxhide n. 1 the hide of an ox. 2 leather macle from 
this. 


oxidant 7. an oxidizing agent. [French] 
oxidation 2, the process or result of oxidizing o1 
being oxidized. 


ozone layer 


aluminium atoms, 


chemical 


honed 


Oxygen 
. atoms 


oxygen 
atom 


OXIDE: ALL MINIUM OXIDE MOLECULE 


oxide 7. A a binary compound of oxygen. [French, 
from oxygéne ‘oxygen’ + -2de as in acide ‘acid’| 

oxidize ». (also -ise) 1 mtr. G tr, combine or cause to 
combine with oxygen. 2 #: & intr. cover or become 
covered with a coating of oxide etc.; make or 
become rusty. 0 oxidization 7. oxidizer n. 

Oxon abbr. 1 Oxfordshire. 2 of Oxford University 
(esp. in degree titles). [abbreviation of medieval 
Latin Oxoniensts from Oxonia (see Oxontan)| 

Oxonian e adj. of or relating to Oxford or Oxford 
University. @ 7. 1 a member of Oxford University. 
2 a native or inhabitant of Oxford. [from Oxonia, 
Latinized name of Ox(en)ford] 

oxtail 7. the tail of an ox, esp. as an ingredient-in soup. 

oxy- comb, form (also ox-) Chem. oxygen (oxyacetylene). 
[abbreviation | 

oxyacetylene adj. of or using oxygen and acetylene, 
esp. in cutting or welding metals (oxyacetylene burner). 

oxygen 7. Chem. a colourless tasteless odourless 
gaseous element essential to plant and animal life. 
[from French oxygéne in sense ‘acidifying principle’, 
first held to be the essential principle in acid 
formation] 0 oxygenous ad). 

oxygenate v/; supply or 
O oxygenation 1. 

oxygen mask n. a mask placed over the nose and 
mouth to supply oxygen from an attached cylinder 
for breathing. 

oxygen tent 7. a tentlike enclosure supplying a 
patient with air rich in oxygen. 

oxyhaemoglobin /ok-si-hee-m6-gloh-in/ n. Bio 
chem. a bright red complex formed when haeimo- 
globin combines with oxygen. 

oxymoron 7. Rfel. a figure of speech in which 
apparently contradictory terms appear in conjunc- 
tion (e.g. faith unfaithful kept him falsely true). [based on 
Greek oxus ‘sharp’ + mdros ‘foolish’ | 

oxytocin 1. 1 a hormone released by the pituitary 
gland that causes increased contraction of the 
womb during labour and stimulates the ejection of 
milk into the ducts of the breasts. 2 a synthetic 
form of this used to induce labour etc. [based on 
Greek oxulokia ‘sudden delivery’ | 

oyez /oh-yes/ it. (also oyes) uttered, usu. three times, 
by a public crier or a court officer to command silence 
and attention. {from Old French, literally ‘hear ye’] 

oyster 7. 1 any of various bivalye molluscs of the 
families Ostreicae and .Aviculidae. & pinvwn. 2 an 
oyster-shaped morsel of meat in a fowl’s back. 
3 something regarded as containing all that one 
desires (the world is my oyster). [from Greek ostreon| 

oystercatcher 7. any usu. coastal wading bird of 
the genus Haematopus, with a strong orange- 
coloured hill, feeding on shellfish, & waninc pian 


treat with oxygen. 


oz abbr, ounce(s). (Italian, from onza ‘ounce’ | 

ozone 7. 1 Chem. a colourless unstable toxic gas with 
a pungent odour and powerful oxidizing properties. 
2 collog. invigorating air at the seaside etc. [based on 
Greek ozein ‘to smell’) 0 ozonic adj. ozonize ar. 
(also -ise). ozonization n. ozonizer 1. 

ozone-friendly adj. not containing 
destructive to the ozone laver 


chemicals 


ozone layer ». a layer in the stratosphere containing 
a high concentration of ozone that absorbs most of 
the Sun’s ultraviolet radiation, & vwatoseurre 


P" ». (also p) ( pl. Ps or P’s) the sixteenth letter of the 
alphabet. 

P? abbr. (also B) 1 (on road signs) parking, 2 Chess 
pawn. 

P® symb. 1 Chem. the element phosphorus. 2 Physics 
potse (unit), 

p abbr. (also p.) 1 Brit. penny, pence. 2 page. 3 pico-. 
4 Mus. piano (softly). 

PA abbr. 1 Brit. personal assistant. 2 public address 
(esp. PA system). 

Pa symh. Chem. the element protactinium. 

pa n. collog. father. [abbreviation of pvrs] 

p-a. abbr. per annum. 

pabulum ». 1 food, esp. for the mind. 2 bland or 
insipid intellectual fare. [Latin] 

PABX abbr Brit. private 
exchange. 

pace'e 7. 1 aa single step in walking or running. 
b the distance covered in this. 2 speed in walking or 
running. 3 Theatr: & \lus. speed or tempo in perform- 
ance (played with great pace). 4 a the rate at which 
something progresses (the pace of technological change). 
b the speed at which life is led (the pace of city life). 
5 aa manner of walking or running. b any of vari- 
ous gaits, esp. of a trained horse etc. @ v. 1 mit. 
a walk ,esp. repeatedly or methodically) with a slow 
or regular pace \ pacing up and down). b (of a horse) = 
wtbie 2. 2 fr traverse by pacing. 3 @ set the pace for 
(a rider, runner, etc.). 4 @ (often foll. by out) measure 
(a distance) by pacing, 0 keep pace (often foll. by 
wuh) advance at an equal rate (to that of}, put a 
person through his (or her) paces test a person's 
qualities in action etc. set the pace determine the 
speed, esp. by leading, stand the pace be able to 
keep up with others. [from Latin passus, literally 
‘stretch (of the legs!’] o -paced adj. (in comb.) pacer n. 

pace® /pah-chay/ prep. with duc deference to; 
despite the opinion of (J way not (pace Afr Smith 
defending the legalization of drugs). [Latm, literally “in 
peace | 
a Usage Puce does not mean ‘according to (some- 
one) or “notwithstanding (something)’. 


automatic branch 


pacemaker ». 1 a competitor who sets the pace in 
a race. 2 & a natural or artilicial device for stimu- 
lating the heart muscle and regulating — its 
contractions. 9 pacemaking n. & ad). 

pace-setter 7. ta leader. 2= rvaimaxir 1.0 pace- 
setting adj. Sn 

pacey var. of rw. 

pacha var. of sta. 

pachinko 7. a Japanese form of pinball. | Japan- 
ese | 

pachyderm /pak-i-derm/ 7. any thick-skinned 
mammal, esp. an elephant or rhinoceros. 
D ULeH ANE, RHINOCEROS. [from Greek pakhus ‘thick’ + 
derma *skin’| 

pacific e ad. 1 characterized by or tending to 
peace; tranquil. 2 (Pacific) of or adjoining the 
Pacific. @ 2. (the Pacific) = Pxcini. Ouran, O pacific- 
ally adi. 

pacification 7. the act of pacifying or the process 
of being pacified. 

Pacific Ocean ». the Jargest of the world’s oceans, 
lying between America to the east and Asia and 
Australasia to the west. & 


PACEMAKER 


An artificial pacemaker is implanted in 
the human body when the natural pace- 
maker a knot of tissue in the heart 
muscle that initiates the rhythmic heart- 
beat — does not function properly. It 
consists of a battery-powered generator 
that delivers short pulses of electricity 
to the heart to stimulate or regulate the 
heartbeat. The illustration below shows 
the position of a common pacemaker. 


PACEMAKER IN 
POSITION 


Supertor vena 


one , Jugular vein 


| 


electrical 
\. wire 


right 
ventricle 


\ 
pulse generator | 


Pacific Rim ». (usu. prec. by the) the countries and 
regions bordering the Pacific Ocean, esp. the small 
nations of eastern Asia. 

pacifier 7. 1 a person or thing that pacifies, 2. V. Amer, 
a baby’s dummy. 

pacifism 7. the belief that war and violence are 
morally unjustified and that all disputes should be 
setuled by peaceful means. O pacifist n. G adj. 

pacify «fr (-1es, -ied) 1 appease (a person, anger, 
etc.), 2 bring (a country etc.) to a state of peace. 
[from Latin pacificare| 

pack'e n. 1 aa collection of things 
wrapped up or tied together for | 
carrymg, b = BackmeK. 2 a set of 
items packaged for use or disposal 
together. 3 usu. dervg a lot or set 
(of similar things or persons) (a pack 
of les; a pack of thieves), 4 Brit. a set of 
playing cards. 5 a group of hounds 
or wild animals, esp. wolves, hunting 
together. 6 an organized group of 
Cub Scouts or Brownies. 7 a Rughy 
a team’s forwards. b Sport the main 
body of competitors following the 
leader or leaders esp. in a race. 
8 a medicinal or cosmetic substance 
applied to the skin: =1tace pack. @@. 1 
(ofien foll. by up) a fill (a suitcase, 
bag, etc.) with clothes and other items. b put 
things) together in a bag or suitcase, esp. for travel- 
ling, 2 inf, S tr. come or put closely together; crowd 
or cram. 3 fr (in passive; often foll. by zzth) be filled 
(with): (dhe restaurant was packed: the book ts packed wrth 
information), 4 tr, fill a hall, theatre, etc.) with an 
audience ete. 5 f cover (a thing) with something 
pressed tightly round, 6 wr be suitable for packing, 


 dewelaw 


7 t collog. a carry (a gun etc.). b be capable of 


delivering (a punch) with skill or force. O pack in 
collog. stop, give up ( packed in his job). pack off callug. 
send (a person) away, esp. abruptly or prompuy. 
pack up Brit. collog. 1 (esp. of a machine) stop func- 
tioning; break down. 2 retire from an activity, 
contest, etc, send packing collog. dismiss (a 
person) summarily. [from Middle Dutch pad} 
a packable adj. 


PAD OF A DOMESTIC CAT 


paddle 


pack? vir. select (a jury etc.) or fill (a meeting) so as 
to secure a decision in one’s favour. 

package e 7. 1 a a bundle of things packed. b a 
parcel, box, etc., in which things are packed. 2 (in 
full package deal) a set ef proposals or items 
offered or agreed to as a whole. 3 Computing a piece 
of software suitable for various applications rather 
than one which is custom-built. 4 collog. = packace 
HOLIDAY. @ v.f, 1 make up into or enclose in a pack- 
age. 2 present (a product, person, or message) so as 
to appeal to the public. [based on rack'] a pack- 
ager 7. 

package holiday 7. (also package tour etc.) a 
holiday or tour etc. with all arrangements made at 
an inclusive price. 

packaging 7. 1 a wrapping or container for goods. 
2 the process of packing goods. 

pack animal 7. an anima! for carrying packs. 

pack drill n. a military punishment of marching 
up and down carrying full equipment. 

packed lunch ». a lunch carried in a bag, box, etc., 
esp. to work, school, etc. 

packed out adj. Brit. collog. full, crowded. 

packer 7. a person or thing that packs, esp. a dealer 
who prepares and packs food. 

packet e 7. 1 a small package. 2 esp. Brit. collog. a 
large sum of money won, lost, or spent. 3 (in full 
packet-boat) /is/. a mailboat or passenger ship. 
@ vf make up into or wrap up in a packet. [based 
on pack 4] 

packet switching 7. a method of data transmis- 
sion in which parts of a message are sent 
independently by the optimum route for each part 
and then reassembled. 

packhorse 7. a horse for carrying loads. 

pack ice 7. an area of large crowded pieces of 
floating ice in the sea. 

packing 7. 1 the act or process of packing. 2 mater- 
ial used to fill up a space around or in something. 

packing case 7. a case (usu. wooden) or framework 
for packing goods in: 

packsaddle 7, a horse’s saddle adapted for 
supporting packs, _ 

pact 7. an agreement or a treaty. [from Latin pactum 
‘(thing) agreed’| 

pacy adj. (also pacey) (pacier, paciest) fast- 
moving. 

pad'e 1, 1 a piece of soft material used to reduce 

friction or jarring, fill out hollows, 

hold or absorb liquid, ete. 

' 2 a number of. sheets 

of blank paper fastened 

together at one edge, for 

writing or drawing on. 

3 < the fleshy underpart of 

an animal's foot or of a 

human finger. 4 a guard for 

the leg and ankle in sports. 

> crickte1. 5 a flat surface 

for helicopter take-off or 

rocket-launching. 6 collog. 

a lodging, esp. a bedsitter 

or flat. @ ulz (padded, 

padding) 1 provide with a 
pad or padding; stuff. 2 (foll. by ow/) lengthen or fill 
out (a book etc.) with unnecessary material. 

pad’ ez (padded, padding) 1 int, walk with a soft 
dull steady step. 2 a f tramp along (a road etc.) on 
foot. b mir travel on foot. @ n. the sound of soft 
steady steps. [from Low German padden ‘to tread’, 
pad ‘path’ 

padded cell n. a room with padded walls in a 
psychiatric hospital. 

padding », soft material used to pad or stuff with. 

paddle'e 7. 1 a short broad-bladed oar used with- 
out a rowlock. B canon. 2 a paddie-shaped 
instrument. 3 Cool. a fin or flipper. 4 each of the 
boards fitted round the circumference of a paddle 
wheel or mill-wheel. 5 the action or a spell of 
paddling. @ c.zntr, & tr 1 move on water or propel 


‘ claze 


toe 
pad 
metacarpal pad 


paddle 


painted lady 


(a boat) by means of paddles. 2 row gently. [Middle 
English] o paddler z. 


paddle? e wint. 1 Brit. walk, esp. barefoot, in shal- 


low water. 2 dabble the feet or hands in shallow . 


water. @ n. the action or a spell of paddling. 
o paddler 7. 

paddle boat 7. (also paddle steamer etc.) » a 
boat, steamer, etc., propelled by a paddle wheel. 

paddle wheel z. a wheel for propelling a ship, with 
boards round the circumference so as to press back- 
wards against the water. > PADDLE Boat 

paddock 7. 1 a small field, esp. for keeping horses 
in. 2 an enclosure adjoining a racecourse or race- 
track where horses or cars are assembled before a 
race. > racecourse. 3 Austral. & NZ a field; a plot of 
land. 

Paddy 7. ((/. -ies) collog. often offens. an Irishman. 
[pet form of the Irish name Padraig ‘Patrick’] 

paddy’ x. (//. -ies) 1 (in full paddy field) a field 
where rice is grown. 2 rice before threshing or in 
the husk. [from Malay padi] 

paddy? n. (pi. -ies) Brit. collog. a rage; a fit of 
temper. [based on Pappy] 

padlock e x. a detachable lock hanging by a 
pivoted or sliding hook on the object fastened. 
® .% secure with a padlock. [Middle English] 

padre /pah-dray/ 7. a chaplain in any of the 
armed services. [Italian, Spanish, & Portuguese] 

padsaw 2. a saw with a narrow blade, for cutting 
curves. 

paean /pee-an/ 7. a song of praise or triumph. 
[from Greek paian ‘hymn of thanksgiving to 
Apollo’ invoked as Pazan, the name used by Homer 
for the physician of the gods] 

paediatrics /pee-di-at-riks/ n.pl. (US pediatrics) 
(treated as sing) the branch of medicine dealing 
with children and their diseases. 0 paediatric ad). 
paediatrician 7. 

paedo- /pee-doh/ comb. form (US pedo-) child. 
[from Greek pazs paid-] 

paedophile /pee-do-fyl/ 7. (US pedophile) a 
person who displays paedophilia. 

paedophilia /pee-d6-fil-ia/ ». (US pedophilia) 
sexual desire directed towards children. 

paella /py-el-a/ n. a Spanish dish of rice, saffron, 
chicken, seafood, etc. [Catalan, based on Latin 
patella ‘pan’ | 

paeony var. of Peony. 

pagan e 7. a person not subscribing to any of the 
main religions of the world. @ aq. 1 a of or relat, 
ing to or associated with pagans. b irreligious. 
2 pantheistic. [from Latin paganus ‘villager, rustic’ 
c paganism 7. paganize v./7, G mir. (also -ise). 

page’ ez. 1 aa leaf of a book, periodical, etc. 
b each side of this. c what is written or printed 
on this. 2 Computing a section of stored data, esp. 
that can be displayed on a screen at one time. 
3 an episode of history etc.; a record. ev, I fr 
paginate. 2 inn. a (foll. by éhrough) leaf through 
(a book etc.). b (foll. by through, up, down) 
Computing display (text etc.) one page at a 
time. [from Latin pagzna| 

page’ ex. 1 a boy or man, usu. in livery, 
employed to run errands, attend to a door, 
etc. 2. a boy employed as a personal attend- 
ant of a person of rank, a bride, etc. 
3 fist. a boy in training for knighthood 
and attached to a knight’s service. @ 7.7 
1 (in hotels, airports, etc.) summon by 
making an announcement or }y 
sending a messenger. 2 summon by 
means of a pager. [from Old French| 

pageant /paj-ént/ 7. 1 a spectacular 
procession, or play performed in the 
open, illustrating historical events. 2 a 
brilliant spectacle, esp. an elaborate 
parade. 3 a tableau etc. on a fixed 
stage or moving vehicle. [Middle 
English| 


PADDLE BOAT 


The invention of the steam engine in the 
18th century made paddle boats a viable 
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pageantry /paj-én-tri/ n. (pi. -ies) 1 elaborate or 
sumptuous show or display. 2 an instance of this. 

page-boy 7. 1 = mcr* n. 2. 2 a woman’s hairstyle 
with the hair reaching to the shoulder and rolled 
under at the ends. 

pager 7. a radio device with a bleeper, acti- 
vated from a central point to alert the person 
wearing It. 


a book etc. [based on Latin pagina ‘page’] 
0 pagination 7. 
pagoda ». 1 <a Hindu or Buddhist temple or 
sacred building, esp. a many-tiered tower, in 
India and the Far East. 2 an ornamental 
imitation of this. [from Portuguese pagode| 
pah ii. expressing disgust or contempt. [a 
natural utterance | 
paid past and past part. of pay! 
paid-up member 2. 1 a person (esp. a 
trade-union member) who has paid his or 
her subscription in full. 2 collog. a fully 
committed supporter of a cause, organiza- 
tion, etc. 
pail n. I a bucket. 2 an amount 
contained in this. [Old English pegel 
‘oill’| 0 pailful x. ( pl. -fuls). 
paillette 7». 1 a piece of bright metal 
used in enamel painting. 2 a spangle. 
pain e 7. 1 a strongly unpleasant 
bodily sensation produced by illness, 
injury, or other harmful physical con- 
tact etc. 2 mental suffering or distress, 
3 (in pl.) careful effort; trouble taken 
(take pains; got nothing for my pains). 
4 (also pain in the neck etc.) 
collog. a troublesome person or 
thing; a nuisance. @ ui 1 cause 
pain to. 2 (as paimed adj.) ex- 
pressing pain (a pained expression) 
0 in pain suffering pain. on (or 
under) pain of with (death etc.) 
as the penalty. [from Latin poena 
‘penalty | 


PAGODA: MODI OF A 
OTH LOrH-CENTURY 
BURMESE PAGODA 


alternative to ships propelled by sails. As the 


paginate w./r assign numbers to the pages of 


(boards) dip in the water and drive the boat. 
Paddle wheels are suited to rivers and lakes, 
but were superseded by the propeller on 

ocean-going vessels in the mid-19th century. 
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painful ad. 1 causing bodily or mental pam or 
distress, 2 (esp. of part of the body) suffering pain. 
3 causing trouble or difficulty; laborious (a painful 
cmb). 0 painfully adv. painfulness 7. 

painkiller 2. a medicine or drug for alleviating 
pain. O painkilling ad). 

painless ad. not causing or suffering pain. D pain- 
lessly adv. painlessness 7. 

painstaking ad. careful, industrious, thorough. 
0 painstakingly adv. 

paint e 7. l colouring matter, esp. in liquid form for 
imparting colour to a surface. 2 this as a dried film 
or coating. @ vf 1 a cover the surface of (a wall, 
object, etc.) with paint. b apply paint of a specified 
colour to (paint the door green). 2 depict (an object, 
scene, etc.) with paint; produce (a picture) by paint- 
ing. 3 describe vividly as if by painting (painted the 
scene in viend terms). 4 apply a liquid or ( joc. or archaic) 
cosmetics to (the face, skin, etc.). 5 apply (a liquid) 
to a surface with a brush etc. 0 paint out efface 
with paint. paint the town red collog. enjoy 
oneself flamboyantly. [from Latin pingere ‘to paint’| 
O paintable ad). 

paintball n. a game in which participants simulate 
military combat using airguns to shoot capsules of 
paint at each other. 5 paintballer n. 

paintbox 7. a box holding 
pictures. 


ry paints for painting 


paintbrush 7. a brush for applying paint. 
painted lady x. W an orange-red butterfly, esp. 
Cynthia cardui, with black and white spots. 


PAINTED LADY : Cynthia cardi) 


painter 


painter’ 7. a person who paints, esp. an artist or 
decorator. 

painter® 7. a rope attached to the bow of a boat for 
tying it to a quay ete. [Middle English] 

painterly adj. 1 using paint well; artistic, 2 char- 
acteristic of a painter or painungs. O painter- 
liness 7. 

painting 7. 1 the process or art of using paint, 2 a 
painted picture. 

paint shop ». the part of a factory where goods are 
painted, esp. by spraying. 

paintwork 2. esp. Bri/. a painted surface or area in 
a building etc. 

pair e 7. 1 a set of two persons or things used 
together or regarded as a unit (a pair of gloves; a pan 
of eyes. 2 an article \e.g. scissors, trousers, or tights) 
consisting of two joined or corresponding parts not 
used separately. 3 a an engaged or married couple. 
b a mated couple of animals. 4 two horses har- 
nessed side by side (a@ coach and pair). 5 the second 
member of a pair in relation to the first (cannot find its 
pair). 6 two playing cards of the same denomination. 
7 Parl. either or both of two members of a legisla- 
tive assembly on opposite sides absenting them- 
selves from voting by mutual arrangement. 
eit GS intr 1 often foll. by off) arrange or be 
arranged in couples. 2 a join or be joined in 
marriage. b of animals) mate. 3 Parl. form a pair 
(see sense 7 of 7.). Gin pairs in twos. [from Latin 
parta ‘equal things] 6 paired ad). pairing n. 

Paisley 7». (often altrib: YW a distinctive intricate 
pattern of curved feather-shaped figures. [from 
Pawley, a town in Scotland] 


PAISLEY PATTERN OWN SILK 


pajamas (Svar. of rjasts. 

pakeha /pah-ki-hah/ .\.0 @ 7. a white person as 
opposed to a Maori. @ ad. of or relating to white 
people [Maori] 

Pakistani e 7. \/)/. Pakistanis) 1 a native or 
national of Pakistan. 2 a person of Pakistani 
descent. @ ad). of or relating to Pakistan. 

pakora /pi-kor-a/ n. a picce of caulillower, carrot, 
or other vevetable. coated in seasoned batter and 
decp-Inied. [Hindi] 

pal e x. collog. a friend, mate, or comrade. @ i.intr 
palled, palling: (usu. oll. by wf, associate: forin a 
friendship. [Romany, literally “brother, mate’ | 

palace n. 1 the official residence of a sovereign. 
president, archbishop, or bishop. 2 a splendid 
mansion: a spacious building. [from Latin Palatuam. 

the Palatine hill in Rome, site of the emperor's 


paladin ». /is/. 1 any of the twelve peers of Charle- 
magne’s court. of whom the Count Palatine was 
the chicl. 2a knight errant: a champion. [French] 

palaeo- /pal-i-oh/ cum. form (U'S paleo-) ancient, 
old: of ancient esp. prehistoric; times. flrom Greek 
pataoys “ancient’| 

('S Paleocene) (ru/ 

earliest epoch of thi 


Palaeocene /pal-i-6-sccn/ 
ead. of or relating to the 


PALLADIAN 


Palladian is a neoclassical architectural style 
derived from the Renaissance buildings and 
writings of Andrea Palladio (1508-80). 
Palladio’s Villa Rotonda (shown below) 
bears many of his hallmarks. The villa’s 
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Tertiary period. @ 7. this epoch or system. [based 
on Greek hainos ‘new’ ] 

palaeography /pal-i-og-ra-fi/ n. ({ ‘S paleography: 
the study of writing and documents from the past. 
oO palaeographer 1. palaeographic ad). 

palaeolithic /pal-i-6-lith-ik/ ((°S paleolithic, 
Archaeol. e adj, of or relating to the early phase of 
the Stone Age. @ n. the palacolithic period. [based 
on Greek /ithos ‘stone’] 

palaeontology /pal-i-6n-tol-dji/ n. (US pale- 
ontology) the branch of science that deals with 
exunct and fossil animals and plants. [based on 
Greek onta ‘exisung things’) 0 palaeontological 
adj. palaeontologist n. 

Palaeozoic /pal-i-6-zoh-k/ (C'S Paleozoic) Geol. 
@ ad. of or relating to an era of geological time 
marked by the appearance of marine and terres- 
trial plants and animals, esp. invertebrates. @ 7. this 
era icf. Cuxozoie. Mtsozoic). [based on Greek z0¢ 
‘life’] 

palais /pal-ay/ 7. Brit. collog. a public hall for dane- 
ing. [French palais (de danse) (dancing) hall’ 

palanquin /pal-an-keen/ ». (in Incia and the 
East) a covered litter for one passenger. [from 
Sanskrit palvanka “hed, couch’ | 

palatable ad. 1 pleasant to taste. 2 (of an idea, 
suggestion, etc.) acceptable, satisfactory. 0 palat- 
ability n. palatably adi. 

palatal e adj. 1 of the palate. 2 (of a speech sound) 
made by placing the surtace of the tongue against 
the hard palate (¢.g._» in_yes). @ 2. a palatal sound. 
5 palatalize w./r, (also -ise). palatalization 7. 

palate /pal-at/ 7. 1 the roof of the mouth in verte- 
brates. 2 the sense of taste, 3 a mental taste or 
inclination; liking. [lrom Latin palatum| 

palatial adj. (of a building) like a palace, esp. 
spacious and splencid. [from Latin, related to 
riact| O palatially adz. 

palatinate ». a territory under the jurisdiction of a 
Count Palatine. 

palatine qd). (also Palatine, /i/\/. 1 of an ollicial or 
feudal lord; having local authority that elsewhere 
belongs only to a sovereign (Count Palatine), 2 (of a 
territory, subject to this authority, [from Latin palat- 
mus “of the palace | 

palaver /pi-lah-ver/ n. 1 fuss and bother, esp. 
prolonged, 2 profuse or idle talk. 3 cajolery. 4 collog. 
a prolonged or Uresome affair or business. [from 
Portuguese palaria word] 


palette knife 


design, both plan and elevation, is symmet- 
rical, and centres on a domed room. Each 
of the four facades is identical, and is domi- 
nated by huge columns and a pedimented 
temple porch, a favourite motif of Palladio. 
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pale! e adj. 1 (of a person or complexion) of a 
whitish or ashen appearance. 2 a (of a colour) faint; 
not dark or deep. b faintly coloured. 3 of faint 
lustre; dim, @ @. 1 intr, & t grow or make pale. 2 inin, 
joften foll. by before, beside} seem teeble in compari- 
son (with). [from Latin pallidus] a palely adv. 
paleness ». palish ad). 

pale? 7. 1 a pointed piece of wood for fencing etc.; 
a stake, 2 a boundary. 3 an enclosed or delimited 
area. O beyond the pale outside the bounds of 
acceptable behaviour. in pale Heraldry arranged 
vertically. [from Latin palus ‘stake’] 

paleface 7. a name supposedly used by the N. 
American Indians for a white person. 

paleo- US var. of pyato-. 

Paleocene US var. of PaLanocrnt. 

Paleozoic ('S var. of PALwosoic. 

Palestinian e adj. of or relating to Palestine, a 
region \m ancient and modern times) and former 
mandated territory on the E. Mediterranean coast. 
@ 7. 1 a native of Palestine in ancient or modern 
times. 2 an Arab; or a descendant of one, born 
or living in the area formerly called Palestine. 

palette /pal-it/ x. 1 Wa thin board or slab or other 
surface, usu. with a hole for the thumb, on which 
an artist lays and mixes colours. 2 the range of 
colours used by an artist. [French, literally ‘little 
shovel | 


_ brush , oil paint 


, palette 


thumb 
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PALETTE AND PALITTIL KNIFE 


palette knife ». 1 4 thin stecl blade with a handle 
for mixing colours or applying or removing paint. 
> rari. 2 Brit. a kitchen knife with a long blunt 
round-ended flexible blade. 


palfrey 


palfrey x. (fl. -eys) archaic a horse for ordinary 
riding, esp. for women. [based on Greek para 
‘beside, extra’ + Latin veredus ‘light horse’| 

palimony 2. esp. US collog. an allowance made by 
one member of an unmarried couple to the other 
after separation. [blend of pa, and aumony] 

palimpsest 7. a piece of writing material or manu- 
script on which later writing has been written over 
the effaced original writing. [from Greek palin 
‘again’ + pséstos ‘rubbed smooth’] 

palindrome 7. a word or phrase that reads the 
same backwards as forwards (e.g. rotator, nurses run). 
[from Greek palindromos ‘running back again’| 
© palindromic ad). 

paling 7. 1 a fence of pales. 2 a pale. 

palisade e 7. 1 aa fence of pales or iron railings. 
b a strong pointed wooden stake used in a close row 
for defence. 2 (in pl.) US a line of high cliffs. @ v.tz 
enclose or provide with a palisade. [from Provencal 
palissada| 

pall’ /pawl/ n. 1 a cloth spread over a coffin, 
hearse, or tomb. 2 a dark covering (a pall of smoke). 
[from Latin pallium ‘cloak’] 

pall? /pawl/ v. 1 intr: (often foll. by on) become unin- 
teresting (to). 2 & satiate, cloy. [Middle English] 

Palladian adj. Archit. < in the neoclassical style of 


Palladio. [from A. Palladio, Italian architect, 
1508-80] o Palladianism zn. 
palladium 7. Chem. a white ductile metallic 


element used in chemistry as a catalyst and for 
making jewellery. [based on Pallas, name given to 
an asteroid discovered (1803) just before the 
element] 

pall-bearer 7. a person helping to carry or offi- 
cially escorting a coffin at a funeral. 

pallet! x. 1 a straw mattress. 2 a crude or makeshift 
bed. {based on Latin palea ‘straw’ | 

pallet? n. 1 a portable platform for transporting 
and storing loads. 2 a flat wooden blade with a 
handle, used to shape clay in ceramics. [from 
French palette] 0 palletize v.tr, (also -ise). 

palliassé n. a straw mattress. [based on Latin palea 
‘straw’ | 

palliate 2/7 1 alleviate (disease) without curing it. 
2 excuse, extenuate. [based on Latin fpalliatus 
‘cloaked’] o palliation 7. 

palliative e 7. something used to alleviate pain, 
anxiety, etc. @ adj. serving to alleviate. o pallia- 
tively adv. 

pallid adj. pale, esp. from illness. 
pallidus) 0 pallidly adv. pallidness n. 

pallor x. the state or quality of being pallid; pale- 
ness. [Latin] 

pally ad. (pallier, palliest) collog. hke a pal; 
friendly. 


{from Latin 


palm! n. 1 (in full palm 
tree) 4a tree of the main- 
ly tropical family Palmae, 
with no branches and a 
mass of large pinnate or 
fan-shaped leaves at the 
top. 2 the leaf of this tree 
as a symbol of victory. 
3 a branch 
trees used instead of a 
palm in non-tropical 
countries. [from Latin 
palma ‘palin’, its leaf beng 
likened to a spread hand] 
palm? e 7. 1 the inner 
surface of the hand be- 
tween the wrist and fin- 
gers. 2 the part of a glove 
that covers this. @ vir 
conceal in the hand, esp. 
to steal, 0 in the palm 
of one’s hand under 
one’s control or influence. palm off 1 (often 
foll. by on) a impose or thrust fraudulently (on a 
person). b cause a person to accept unwillingly o1 


of various 


PALM TREE 
(Borassus flabellifer) 


PALMISTRY 


Palmistry is the practice of i interpreting 
character and telling fortunes by examining 
the lines, and other features such as mounts, 
on a person’s palm. The four main lines are 
claimed to relate to vitality of life (life line), 
emotional security (heart line), mtelligence 
(head line), and to external influences that 
might affect your life (fate line). 


HAND FEATURES USED IN PALMISTRY 


mount of 
Apollo 


mount of | 


heart , Saturn 
line 
mount of 
_ dupite 
mount 
of 


Mercury / 


head 7 


line “ mount of 
Fenus 
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fate line | \ mount of Neptune 
unknowingly (palmed my old 8 enter off on him). 


2 (often foll. by wth) cause (a person) to accept 
unwillingly or unknowingly { palmed him off with my 
ald typewriter). [from a palma| 0 palmar adj. 
palmful zn. (//. -fuls). 

palmate /pal-mayt/ adj. Bot. & [ool. 1 shaped like 
an open hand. 2 having lobes etc. like spread 
fingers. > Leal 

palmetto /pal-met-oh/ 7. (p/. -os) a small palm 
tree. c.g, any of various fan palms of the genus 
Sabal 01 Chamaerops. [from Spanish palmiio ‘little 
peli | 

palmistry 7. A supposed divination from lines 
and other features on the palm of the hand. 
0 palmist 7. 

palm oil 7. oil from the fruit of any of various 
palms, esp. Elaets guineensis of W. Africa. 

Palm Sunday 1. the Sunday before Easter, cele- 
brating Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, 

pakmtop 2. a computer small and light enough to 
be held in one hand. 

palm wine 7. an 
fermented palm sap. 

palmy ad. (palmier, palmiest) tmumphant, 
flourishing { palmy days) 


alcoholic drink made from 


palomino 1". (//. -os) ¥ a golden or tan- 
coloured horse with a light-coloured 
mane and tail. [Latin American 
Spanish] 


PALOMINO 


pan- 


palp x. (also palpus) (fl. palps or palpi) a 
segmented sense organ at the mouth of an arthro- 
pod; a feeler. > spiper. [from Latin palpus| 

palpable adj. 1 that can be touched or felt. 2 readily 
perceived by the senses or mind. [from 
Late Latin palpabilis| 0 palpability n. palpably adv. 

palpate «tz, examine (esp. medically) by touch. [based 
on Latin palpaius ‘touched gently’| 0 palpation n. 

palpitate vini. 1 (of the heart) beat strongly and 
rapidly; undergo palpitations. 2 throb, tremble. 
[based on Latin palpitatus ‘throbbed’] 

palpitation n. 1 throbbing, trembling. 2 (often in 
pl.) a noticeably rapid, strong, or irregular heart- 
beat due to exertion, agitation, or dee 

palpus var. of pate, 

palsy e 7. (fi. -ies) paralysis, esp. with involuntary 
tremors. @ vf. (-ies, -ied) affect with palsy. [from 
Latin paralysis] 

paltry adj. 
contemptible, 
0 paltriness 7. 

pampas 7.f/. large treeless plains in S. America, 
[from Quechua pampa ‘plain’ 

pampas grass 7. ¥ a tall grass, Cortaderia selloana, 
from S. America, with silky flowering plumes. 


worthless. 
coinage | 


(paltrier, 
trifling. 


paltriest) 
[16th-century 


PAMPAS GRASS | Cortaderia selloana\ 


pamper 7/7, 1 over-indulge (a person, taste, etc.), 
cosset. 2 spoil (a person) with luxury. [Middle 
English] 


pamphlet e 7. a small usu. unbound booklet o1 
leaflet containing information or a short treatise. 
® uf, (pamphleted, pamphleting) distribut 
pamphlets to. {from Pamphlet, familiar name of the 
12th-century Latin love poem Pamphilus seu de Amore| 

pamphleteer e 7. a writer of (esp. political) 
pamphlets. @ v2 (usu. as pamphleteering 7.) 
write pamphlets. 

pan'en. 1 aa vessel of metal, earthenware, or plas- 
tic, usu. broad and shallow, used for cooking and 
other domestic purposes. b the contents of this 
2 any similar shallow container such as the bow! of 
a balance scale or that used for washing gravel etc 
to separate gold. 3 Brit. the bowl of a lavatory 
4 part of the lock that held the gunpowder in 
old guns. 5 a hollow in the ground (sa/? pan). @ 7 
panned, panning) 1 #7, collog. criticize severely 
2 a tr (often foll. by off. owt) wash (gold-bearing 
gravel) in a pan. b inn search for gold by panning 
gravel. O pan out (of an action etc.) turn out well 
or in a specified way. [Old English] 0 panful zn. ( / 
-fuls). panlike adj. 

pan’ ev. (panned, panning) 1 #: swing (a camera) 
horizontally to give a panoramic effect or to follow 
a moving object. 2 intr, (of a camera) be moved in 
this way. @ 7. a panning movement. [abbreviation 
of pwworania] 

pan- com). form 1 all: the whole of. 2 relating to thi 
whole or all the parts of i 

( pan-American, pan-Africa 


{Greek} 


mtinent, racial group 
> pan Fle! 


religion, et 
pan-Anglian 


li 


panacea 


PANCREAS 


In vertebrates, the pancreas area of 
gland is located behind the — ampulla 

S eet 
stomach ancl close to the of Vater 


duodenum. Part of the 
pancreas produces enzymes, 
which flow through the 
pancreatic duct into the 
cluodenum to help digest 

| foods. The pancreas also has 4 
groups of cells called islets, 
which produce two \ 
hormones: glucagon and 
insulin. These hormones, 
which play an important 
role in regulating blood 
sugar levels, pass directly 


ST, duodenum vi 
into the bloodstream. 


panacea /pan-a-see-a/ n. a universal remedy. 
[from Greek panakeia| 


a Usage The phrase universal panacea should be 
avoided since it is tautologous. 


panache /pa-nash/ n. flamboyant confidence of 
style or manner. [based on Late Latin pinnaculum 
‘little feather} 

panama 7. a hat of strawlike material made from 
the leaves of a pine tree. [from Panama in Central 
America] 

panatella n. a long thin cigar. [from Latin Ameri- 
can Spanish panatela ‘long thin biscuit’| 

pancake e 7. 1 a thin flat cake of batter usu. fried 
and turned in a pan and often rolled up with a fill- 
ing. 2 (also Pan-Cake prop.) a flat cake of make-up 
etc. @ . 1 intr make a pancake landing, 2 t cause 
(an aircraft) to pancake. a flat as a pancake 
completely flat. 

Pancake Day 2. Shrove Tuesday (on which 
pancakes are traditionally eaten). 

pancake landing 7. an emergency landing in 
which an aircraft lands with its undercarriage sul 
retracted. 

panchromatic adj. Photog. (of a film etc.) sensitive 
to all visible colours of the spectrum. 

pancreas /pank-ri-is/ 7. Aa gland near the stom- 
ach supplying the duodenum with digestive 
enzymes and secreting insulin into the blood. 
DIGESTtON, [from Greek pagkreas] 
0 pancreatic ad). pancreatitis 7. 

panda », 1 (also giant panda) a large rare black and 
white bearlike mammal, diluropoda melanoleuca, native 
to certain mountain forests in China and Tibet. 
2 (also red panda; ¥ a Himalayan raccoon-like 


TNDOC RINE. 


PANDA: REID PANDY 
(Arlurus fulgens 


S90) 


SECTION THROUGH THE 
HUMAN PANCREAS 


head | 


| pancreatic 
duct 


pancreatic 
body 


mammal, Ad/urus fulgens, with reddish-brown fur 
and a long bushy tail. [Nepali] 

panda car 7. Bri. a police patrol car. 

pandemic e ad. (of a disease) prevalent over a 
whole country or the world. e 7. an outbreak of 
such a disease. [from Greek pandemos ‘public’] 

pandemonium 7. 1 uproar; utter confusion. 2 a 
scene of this. [modern Latin (place of all demons 
in Milton’s Paradise Lost)] 

pander ?@in/r. (foll. by /o) gratify or indulge a person, 

a desire or weakness, etc. [from Pandare, a character 
in Boccaccio and in Chaucer's Troilus and Criseyde| 

pandit var. of punvi 1. 

Pandora’s box 7. a process that once activated will 
generate many unmanageable problems. [in Greek 
mythology, the box from which the ills of 
humankind were released by Pandora] | 

p. & p. abby, Bri. postage and packing, 

pane 7. a single sheet of glass im a wmdow or door. 
[Middle Englsh in sense ‘piece of cloth’: from 
Latin pannus] 

panegyric /pan-i-ji-rik/ n. a Jaudatory discourse; 
a eulogy. [from Greek panegurikos ‘of public assem- 
bly] c panegyrical ad). 

panele». 1 aa distinct, usu. rectangular, section of 
a surface (c.g. of a wall, door, or vehicle). b a board 
on which controls, dials, etc., are mounted. 2 a strip 
of material as part of a garment. 3 a group of 
people forming a team in a broadcast game, discus- 
sion, etc. 4 a list of available jurors; a jury. @ v./r 
\panelled, panelling, (\S paneled, paneling) 
1 fit or provide with panels. 2 cover or decorate with 
panels. {from Old French, literally “piece of cloth’] 

panel beater ». Sri. a person whose job is to beat 
out the metal panels of motor vehicles. 

panel game 7. a broadcast quiz etc. played by a 
panel. 

panelling ». (US paneling) 1 panelled work. 
2 wood for making panels, 

panellist 7, ((/S panelist) a member of a panel 
(esp. in broadcasting), 

panel pin 7. Bri/. a thin nail with a very small head. 

pan-frry «(7 fry in a pan in shallow fat. 

pang 2. (often in f/.) a sudden sharp pain or 
painful emotion. [variant of proc] 

pangolin 7. » a mammal of the genus 
Manis (native to Asia) or Phalaginus (native 
to Africa), having a small head with elone- 
ated snout and tongue. [from Malay 
peng-goling ‘roller’, trom its habit of 
rolling itself up| 

panhandle .\. Ammer. @ 7. a narrow strip of 
territory projecting from the main territory 
of one state into another, @ vir & intr. collog. 
heg for money in the street. G panhandler rn. 


pantheism 


panic e 7. 1 sudden uncontrollable fear or alarm. 
2 infectious apprehension or fright esp. in commer- 
cial dealings. @ ut, & intr. (panicked, panicking) 
(often foll. by into) affect or be affected with panic 
(was panicked into buying). [frogt Greek panikos based 
on Pan, name of a rural god causing terror| 
Oo panicky ad). 

panic button 7. a button for summoning help in an 
emergency: 

panicle 7. Bot, a loose branching cluster of flowers, 
as in oats. > inrLorescence. {from Latin panzculum 
‘little thread’] 6 panicled ad). 

panic stations n.p/. Bril. a state of emergency. 

panino n. a sandwich made with a baguette or with 
Italian bread, typically one that is toasted. [from 
Italian, literally ‘bread roll’] 

panjandrum 7. 1 a mock title for an important 
person. 2 a pompous or pretentious official etc. 

pannier 7. | a basket, esp. one of a pair carried by 
a beast of burden. 2 each of a pair of bags or boxes 
on either side of the rear wheel of a bicycle or 
motorcycle. [from Latin panarium ‘bread basket’] 

panoply 7. ( p/. -ies) 1 a complete or splendid array, 
2 a complete suit of armour. [based on Greek pan- 
‘all + hopla ‘arins’| O panoplied ad). 

panorama 7. 1 an unbroken view of a surrounding 
region. 2 a complete survey or presentation of a 
subject, sequence of events, etc. 3 a picture or 
photograph containing a wide view. 4 a continuous 
passing scene. [based on Greek horama ‘view’] 
0 panoramic ad. panoramically adi. 

pan pipes 7.f/. ¥ a musical mstrument made of a 
series of short pipes graduated in length and fixed 
together with the mouthpieces in line. 


pansy 7. 
(pl. -ies) 1 any 
garden plant of the 
genus Viola, with fldwers of 
various rich colours. 2 collog. offens. 

a an effeminate man. b a male 
homosexual. [from French — pensée 
‘thought, pansy’| 

pant e 2. 1 ini breathe with short 
quick breaths. 2 é (often foll. by out) 
utter breathlessly. 3 intr (often foll. by for) yearn or 
crave. @ 7, a panting breath. [from Old French 
pantaiswr “to be agitated, gasp’] 0 pantingly adv. 

pantaloon 7. (in f/.) 1 fast. men’s close-fitting 

breeches fastened below the calf or at the foot. 

2 bagey trousers (esp. for women) gathered at the 

ankles. [from Italian Pantalone, a character in Italian 

comedy] 


PAN PIPES 


pantechnicon 7. Bri/. a large van for transporting 
furniture. [invented as the name 
of a bazaar for artistic work, later in 
sense ‘furniture warehouse’ ] 
pantheism 7. 1 the belief that God 
is identifiable with the forces of 
nature and with natural substances. 
2 worship that admits or tolerates all 


PANGOLIN (Manis tricuspis) 


overlapping 
scales 


pantheon 


paper clip 


gods. [based on Greek theos ‘god’| 0 pantheist n. 
pantheistic adj. 

pantheon 7. 1 a building in which illustrious dead 
are buried or have memorials. 2 the deities of a 
people collectively. 3 » a temple dedicated to all 
the gods, esp. the circular one at Rome. 4 a group 
of individuals who are admired, respected, or 
distinguished. [from Greek, literally “all holy’] 

panther 7. 1 a leopard, esp. with black fur. 2 US 
a puma. [from Greek] 

panties 7.p/. collog. short-legged or legless under- 
pants worn by women and girls. 

pantihose var. of PanTyHose. 

pantile x. a roof tile curved to form an S-shaped 
section, fitted to overlap. 0 pantiled adj. 

panto 7. (fl. -os) Bri. collog. = pantomime 1. 

pantograph = 2. 
1 an instrument 
for copying a plan 
or drawing etc. on 
a different scale 
by a system of 
jointed rods. 2» a 
jointed framework 
conveying a cur- 
rent to an electric 
vehicle from over- 
head wires. 

pantomime 7. 1 
Brit. a theatrical 
entertainment 
based on a fairy 
tale. with music, 
topical jokes, etc., 
usu. produced 
around Christmas. 
2 the use of ges- 
tures and facial 
expression to convey meaning, esp. in drama and 
dance. 3 collog. an absurd or outrageous piece 
of behaviour. [from Greek pantomimos| 0 panto- 
mimic ad). 

pantothenic acid n. a vitamin of the B complex, 
found in rice, bran, and many other foods, and 
essential for the oxidation of fats and carbohy- 
drates. [based on Greek pantothen ‘from every side’ 
with allusion to its widespread occurrence] 

pantry 7. (//. -ies) 1 a small room or cupboard in 
which crockery, cutlery, table linen, etc., are kept. 
2 a larder. [from Old French panetene ‘bread closet’] 

pants 7.p/. 1 Brit. underpants or knickers. 2 NV. Amer. 
trousers or slacks. 0 bore (or scare etc.) the 
pants off collog. bore, scare, etc., to an intolerable 
degree. with one’s pants down collog. in an 
embarrassingly unprepared state. [abbreviation of 
panialoons| 

pants suit 7. (also pant suit) esp. V. Amer a trouser 
suit. 

panty girdle 7. a woman’s girdle with a crotch 
shaped like pants. 

pantyhose 7. (also pantihose) (usu. treated as f/.) 
esp. V. Amer. women’s usu. sheer tights. 

panzer 7. 1 a (in pi.) (esp. German) armoured 
troops. b a German tank. 2 (attrib) heavily 
armoured (panzer division). [German, literally ‘coat 
of mail’| 

pap! x. 1 a soft or semi-liquid food for infants or 
invalids. b a mash or pulp. 2 light or trivial read- 
ing matter; nonsense. [Middle English] 0 pappy 
ad). 

pap* n. archaic or dial. the nipple of a breast. [Middle 
English, of Scandinavian origin] 

papa n. US or archaic father (esp. as a child’s word). 
[from Greek papas| 

papacy z. (pi. -ies) 1 a pope’s office or tenure. 2 the 
papal system. [based on Latin papa ‘pope’| 

papal adj. of or relating to a pope or to the papacy, 
[from medieval Latin papals| 0 papally ado. 

paparazzo /pap-a-rat-soh/ n. (p/. paparazzi) a 
freelance photographer who pursues celebrities to 


collector strip for 

electric current 
double-arm 
pantograph 


locomotive 


PANTOGRAPH ON AN 
ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE 


PANTHEON 


The term pantheon 
is often used to refer 
specifically to the 
Pantheon at Rome, 
which was built by 
the Roman 
emperor Hadrian 
(AD 76 138). Its 
huge hemispherical 
dome is a symbolic 
reference to the 
temple’s dedication 
to all the gods in 
the universe. 


unglazed oculus 
(circular opening) : 


pediment --~ 


photograph them. [Italian, from the name of a 
character in Fellini’s film La Dolce Vita (1960)} 

papaya sce Pawpaw. 

paper e 7. 1 ¥ a material manufactured in thin 
sheets from the pulp of wood or other fibrous 
substances, used for writing or drawing or printing 
on, or as wrapping material etc. 2 (attrib) a made of 
or using paper. b flimsy like paper. 3 = newspaper. 
4 a a document printed on paper. b (in pl.) docu- 
ments attesting identity or credentials. ¢ (in pi.) 
documents belonging to a person or relating to a 
matter. 3 Commerce a negotiable documents, e.g, bills 
of exchange. b (attvib.) recorded on paper though 
not existing ( paper profits). 6 a a set of questions to be 
answered at one session in an examination. b the 
written answers to these. 7 = waitrarer 1. 8 an essay 


PAPER 


Most paper is made from the pulped 

wood of trees. Softwood logs are broken 
into pieces and treated with chemicals in 

a pulpmg machine, which converts the 

wood to a mass of fibres known as 

pulp. Wet wood pulp 

flows on to a paper- 

making machine. 

Water is sucked 

out, and the damp 

paper passes through Y Coase a las 
rollers and cylinders that UE " 
press and dry it. Recycled pulping 
paper is made in the same machine 
way, using waste paper. 


tle 


EXAMPLES OF PAPER —~ envelope 


pulp drained 
on deckle 
(wire mesh) 


\ cardboard 


MODEL OF THE PANTHEON 


hemispherical (AD 118-128), ROME, ITALY 
dome 


_ coffered ceiling 
Be 


octastyle (eight- 


column) portico 


or dissertation, esp. one read to a learned society or 
published in a learned journal. 9 a piece of paper, 
esp. as a wrapper etc. @ u.tz, 1 decorate (a wall etc.) 
with wallpaper. 2 (foll. by over) a cover (a hole or 
blemish) with paper. b disguise or try to hide (a 
fault etc.). on paper I in writing, 2 in theory; to 
judge from written or printed evidence. [from 
Latin papyrus] 0 paperer n. paperless ad). 

paperback e adj. (of a book) bound in stiff paper 
not boards, @ 7. a paperback book. 

paper boy 2. (jem. paper girl) a boy or girl who 
delivers or sells newspapers. 

paperchase n. a cross-country run in which the 
runners follow a trail marked by torn-up paper. 

paper clip 7. a clip of bent wire or of plastic for 
holding several sheets of paper together. 


PAPERMAKING PROCESS 


pulping 
machine - 
7" _- oie 
NEON log 
oN 4 . debarked 
3 (ae debar 
7 \- log 
| \ wood chipper 
\ water removed from 
pulp by suction 
~ at headbox 
TSS ( press roller 


removes wate) 
and compresses 


; cartridge textured pulp TURE d with | | yp bape 
tracing paper paper fillers, sizing, { 
pape pigments, and dyes 
hot 
cplinder 


fan belt soaks / 
up water 


calender smooths . 


surface of paper 4 
& 


reel of paper ~ — 


na] 


paperhanger 


paperhanger n. a person who decorates with wall- 
paper, esp. professionally. 

paperknife n. (//. paperknives Bn/. a blunt knife 
for opening letters etc. 

papermaker 7. a person who makes paper for a 
living, 0 papermaking x. ©& adj. > prvik 

paper mill 7. a mill in which paper is made. 

paper money 7. money in the form of banknotes. 

paper round 7. (.\. 
regularly delivering newspapers. 2 a route taken 
doing this. 

paper-thin e adj. very thin; of no substance ( paper- 
thin slices). @ adv. very thinly: 

paper tiger 7. an apparently threatening, but in- 
effectual, person or thing. 

paperweight 7. a small heavy object for keeping 
loose papers in place. 

paperwork ». routine clerical or administrative 
work 

papery ad. like paper in thinness or texture 

papier maché /pap-yay mash-ay/ n. paper pulp 
used for moulding into boxes, trays, ete. [French. 
literally “chewed paper | 

papilla w. | //. papillae / ‘-lee/) 1 a small nipple-like 
protuberance im a part or organ of the body. 2 a 
small fleshy projection on a plant. [Latin, literally 
‘nipple’| O papillary ad). papillate ad. papillose 
ad). 

papilloma ». | //. papillomas or papillomatai a 
wartlike usu. benign tumour. 

papist often derog. @ vn. a Roman Catholic. @ ad. ol 
or relating to Roman Catholics. [from French 
papiste| 0 papism n. papistical ad). papistry 2. 

papoose 7. a young N. American Indian child. 
[from Algonquian] 

paprika ». 1 Bo/. a red pepper. 2 a condiment made 
from it. > sect. [Hungarian] 

Pap test 7. (also pap test) a test carricd out on a 
cervical smear to detect cancer of the cervix or 
womb, [named after G. N. Papanicolaou, US scien- 
ust, 1883 1962} 

papyrus /pa-py-riis/ 7. | p/. papyri) 1 W an aquatic 
plant, Crperus papyrus, with dark green stems topped 
with fluffy mflorescences. 2 a a writing material 
prepared in ancient Egypt from the pithy stem olf 
this. b a document written on this. [from Greck 


papuros| 


PAPYRUS | Cyperts papyrus) 


par 7. 1 the average or normal amount, degree. 
condition. et. feel below par, be up to par). 2 equality; 
an cqual status or footing (on a@ par with. 3 Golf the 
number ol strokes a player should 
normally require for a 4 Stock Evch. 
the fac ocks and shares ete. al par; below 
far).c par for the course co//og. what is normal or 

‘ted in any given circumstances. |Laun (adj. & 

» , literally “equal, equality’ 


first-class 
hole or course, 
e value of st 


expec 
para n. colloy 
parable 1. I ‘vents used to 


illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson. 2 an allegory 
{from Latin parabola ‘comparison | 


a paratroope) 


a narrative of imagined ¢ 


Amer paper route) 1 a job of 


parabola /pi-rab-6-l4/ n. (p/ parabolas or 
parabolae /-lee/; ¥ a symmetrical open plane 
curve formed by the intersection of a cone with a 
plane parallel to its side. [from Greek parabolé ‘plac- 
ing side by side, comparison’| 0 parabolic ad). 

paraboloid 2. 1 (in full paraboloid of revolu- 
tion) ¥ a solid generated by the rotation of a 
parabola about its axis of symmetry. 2 a solid 
havi ing two or more non- parallel parabolic cross- 
sections. 0 paraboloidal ad). 


axis of 
syrnmetry 


parabola 


PARABOLA PARABOLOID 

paracetamol 7. Brit. 1 a drug used to relieve pain 
and reduce fever. 2 a tablet of this. [from para- 
acetylamimophene/| 

parachute e 7. 1 a rectangular or umbrella-shaped 
apparatus allowing a person or heavy object 
attached to it to descend slowly from a height, esp. 
from an aircraft, or to retard motion in other ways. 
2 (attrib dropped by parachute (parachute troops: 
parachule flare). @ v.tr. GS intr, convey or descend by 
parachute, [French] 0 parachutist n. 


parade e 7. 1 a formal or ceremonial muster of 


troops for inspection. 2 a public procession. 3 Brit. 
a public square, promenade, or row of shops. @ 7 
1 intr, assemble for parade. 2 a / march through 
in procession. b mr, march ceremoni- 
ally. 3 ¢ display ostentatiously. O on parade 
1 taking part in a parade. 2 on display. [French, 
literally ‘show’ | 


Strects etc.) 


parade ground /. a place for the muster of troops. 

paradigm /pa-ra-dym/ 7. 1 an example or pat- 
tern, esp. one unde rlyi ing a theory or methodology. 
2 a representative set of the inflections of a noun. 
verb, ete. [from Greek paradaigna| 0 paradigmatic 
/pa-ra-dig-mat-ik/ ad). paradigmatically ade. 

paradigm shift a fundamental change (in 
approach, philosophy, ct« 

paradise n. 1 (in some rehgions) heaven as the ul- 
timate abode of the just. 
complete happiness. 3 in full earthly paradise) 
the garden of Eden. [from Avestan (Iranian) 


PARALLAN 


In astronomy, the term parallax 
refers to the apparent displace- 
ment of nearby stars against the 
background of more distant 
stars when viewed from opposite 
sides of the Earth’s orbit. The 
greater the parallax, the nearer 
the star is to Earth. In the illus- 
tration shown here, star B has 
the greater shift and is closer 
to Earth than star A. 


star A 


Earth's position 
m January 


Earth's orbit Sin 


2 1 place or state of 


star As parallax shifi 


parallel 


pairidaéza ‘park’] o paradisaical adj. paradisal 
adj, paradisiacal adj. paradisical ad). 

parador ». (//. paradors or paradores /pa-ra- 
dor-ez/) a hotel owned and administered by the 
Spanish government. [Spanish] 

paradox n. 1 a a seemingly absurd or contradictory 
statement, even if actually well-founded. b a self- 
contradictory or absurd statement. 2 a person or 
thing conflicting with a preconceived notion of 
what is reasonable or possible. 3 a paradoxical 
quality or character. [originally in sense ‘a state- 
ment contrary to accepted opinion’: from Greek 
paradoxon| 0 paradoxical adj. paradoxically adv. 

paraffin 2. 1 Brit. an inflammable waxy or oily 
substance obtained by distillation from petroleum 
or shale, used in liquid form (also paraffin oil) esp. 
as a fuel. 2 Chem. = ackant. [based on Latin parum 
‘little’ + affinis ‘related’, from its low reactivity] 

paraffin wax 7. paraffin in its solid form. 

paragliding 7. a sport resembling hang-gliding, 
using a wide parachute-like canopy attached to 
the body by a harness. 0 paraglide vit para- 
glider ». 

paragon 7. 1 a a model of excellence. b a 
supremely excellent person or thing. 2 (foll, by of) a 
model (of virtue etc.). [from Italian paragone ‘touch- 
stone | 


paragraph 7. 1 a distinct section of a piece of writ- 
ing, beginning on a new usu. indented line. 2 a 
symbol (usu. §]) used to mark a new paragraph, and 
also as a reference mark. [from Greek paragraphos 
‘short stroke marking a break in sense’| 0 para- 
graphic ad). 

parakeet 7. any of various small usu. long-tailed 
parrots. [from Spanish periquito] 

paralegal esp. .\. Amer. @ adj. of or relating to aux- 
iliary aspects of the law. @ 7. a person trained in 
subsiciary legal matters. 

parallax 7». 1 ¥ the apparent difference in the 
position or direction of an object when viewed from 
different positions. % the angular amount of this. 
[from Greek parallaxis ‘change’] 0 parallactic ad). 

parallel e adj. 1 a (of lines or planes) side by side 
and having a constant distance between them, 
b foll. by fo, with) (of a ine or plane) having this 
relation «to another). 2 (of circumstances etc.) 
precisely similar, analogous, or corresponding. 
3 a (of processes etc.) occurring or performed 
sunultanecously. b Computing ivolving the simul- 
taneous Ne ea of operations. @ 7. 1 a person 
or thing precisely analogous or equal to another. 
2 a comparison (drew a parallel between the two situ- 
ations). 3 in full parallel of latitude) Geog a cach 


hackground of distant stars 


| star B's 
parallan 
shift 


vfar B 
Earth's position in July 


PNR NELANS SHIPE 
OF STARS 


parallel bars 


of the imaginary parallel circles of constant lati- 
tude on the Earth’s surface. b a corresponding line 
on a map (the 49th parallel). 4 Printing two parallel 
lines (||) as a reference mark. e vt (paralleled, 
paralleling) 1 be parallel to; correspond to. 
2 represent as similar; compare. 0 in parallel (of 
electric circuits) arranged so as to join at common 
points at each end. [from Greek parallélos] 0 paral- 
lelism 7. 
parallel bars 7.p/. a pair of parallel rails on posts 
for gymnastics. 
parallelepiped 7. Geom. a solid body of which 
each face is a parallelogram. [based on Greek 
eppedon ‘plane surface’ | 
parallelogram 7. < a four-sided 
plane rectilinear figure with oppos- 
ite sides parallel. [based on 
Greek grammé ‘line’| 
parallel parking 1x. the 
parking of a vehicle or ve- 
hicles parallel to the roadside. 
Paralympics 7.//. an inter- 
national athletic competition for disabled athletes. 
Paralympic atirib.adj. 
paralyse vt. (US paralyze) 1 affect with paralysis. 
2 render powerless; cripple. 3 bring to a standstill. 
[from French paralyser| 0 paralysingly adv. 
paralysis 7. (p/. paralyses) 1 a nervous condition 
with impairment or loss of esp. the motor function 
of the nerves. 2 a state of utter powerlessness, 
[from Greek paralusis ‘disabling’ | 
paralytic e adj. 1 alfected by paralysis. 2 esp. Bril. 
slang very drunk, @ n. a person affected by paralysis. 
[from Greek paralutikos| 0 paralytically adv. 
paramedic 7. a paramedical worker. 
paramedical adj. (of services cic.) supplementing 
and supporting medical work. 
parameter /pa-ram-i-ter/ 7. 1 Afath. a quantity 
constant in the case considered but varying in 
different cases. 2 a an (esp. measurable or quantifi- 
able) characteristic or feature. b disp. (loosely) a 
constant clement or factor, esp. serving as a limit or 
boundary (wthin the parameters of the inquiry). [from 
Greek para ‘beside’ + metron ‘measure’] 0 paramet- 
ric adj. parametrize »./7, (also -ise). 


PARALLELOGRAM 


w Usage The very common use of parameter in 
sense 2b, probably influenced by perimeter 1s 
frowned upon by some people. 


paramilitary e ad). (of forces) organized similarly 
to military forces. @ n. (pl. -ies) a member of an 
unofficial paramilitary organization, esp. in North; 
ern Ireland. ; 
paramount ad. 1 supreme; pre-eminent (of para- 
mount importance). 2 11 supreme authority. [from Old 
French par ‘by’ + amont ‘above’| 0 paramountcy 7. 
paramour /pa-ra-moor/ n. archaw or derog. an 
illicit lover of a married person. [from Old French 
par amour ‘by love’ | : 
paranoia 7. 1 a mental disorder esp. characterize 
by delusions of persecution and self-importance. 
2 an abnormal tendency to suspect and mistrust 
others. [based on Greek paranoos ‘distracted’] 
paranoiac adj. & n. paranoiacally adv. para- 
noic adj. paranoically adv. paranoid adj. & n. 
paranormal adj. beyond the scope of normal 
scientific understanding. 0 paranormally adu. 
parapet 7. 1 a low wall at the edge of a roof, 
balcony, etc., or the side of a bridge. 2 a defence of 
earth or stone to conceal and protect troops. 
[French, literally ‘breast-high wall’| 
paraphernalia 7.//. (also treated as sing) miscellan- 
eous belongings, items of equipment, accessories, 
etc. [originally in sense ‘property owned by a 
married woman’: from Greek parapherna| 
paraphilia n. Psychol, a condition characterized by 
abnormal sexual desires involving extreme or 
dangerous activities. 
paraphrase e 7. a free rendering or rewording of a 
passage. @ v.l7. express the meaning or (a passage) in 
other words. [from Greek paraphrasis| 


PARASITE 


Parasitic lifestyles are common in inverte- 
brates, flowering plants, fungi, and single- 
celled organisms. Endoparasites live inside 
their host. Tapeworms, for example, use 
hooks and suckers on their head to grip 
their host’s intestine. Ectoparasites, such as 


parchment 


lice, live on the surface of their host’s body 
and often attach themselves by their claws or 
sharp mouthparts. Some parasitic plants live 
entirely within their hosts, but most such as 
the dodder invade their host’s tissue 
through specially adapted roots or stems. 


TYPES OF PARASITE 
tentacle 


human 


claw hair 


segment) 


ENDOPARASITE 
tapeworm 


ECTOPARASITE 
human head louse 


paraplegia 7. paralysis of the legs and part or the 
whole of the tunk. [based on Greek paraplessein ‘to 
strike at the side’| 0 paraplegic adj. & n. 

parapsychology 7. the study of mental phenom- 
ena outside the sphere of ordinary psychology 
(hypnosis, telepathy, etc.). 0 parapsychological 
ad). parapsychologist n. 

paraquat n. a toxic fast-acting herbicide. [from 


the position of the bond between the two parts of 


the molecule relative to quafernary nitrogen 
atoms| 
parasailing 7. a sport in which a person wearing 
an open parachute glides through the air 
attached to the back of a motor boat. o parasail 
vintr. G a. 
parascending 7. Bri. 


parascend i.in/, parascender 7. 


PARAGLIDING. PARAS ATLING. 


parasite 7. 1 A an organism living in or on another 
and benefiting at the expense of the other. 2 a 
person who lives off or exploits others. [from Greek 
parasitos “a person who eats at another’s table’] 

O parasitic ad. parasitical adj. parasitically 

adv. parasitism 7. parasitology v. 

parasitize vir (also -ise) infest as a parasite. 
0 parasitization 7. 


parasitoid <00/. @ 7. an insect whose larvae live as 
parasites which eventually kill their hosts, c.g. an 
ichneumon wasp. @ adj. of, relating to, 
or designating such an insect. 
parasol 7. 1 a light umbrella 
used to give shade from the 
Sun. 2 (in full parasol 
mushroom) P a tall 
fungus of the genus Lepiota 
with a broad shaggy 
domed cap, esp. the edible 
L. procera. [French] 
parastatal e@ adj. (of an indus- 
trial organization etc.) having 
some political authority and serv- 
ing the State indirectly, esp. in 


PARASOL MUSHROOM (Lepiola aspera) 


dodder -- 
swamps 
host 


host plant 


PLANT PARASITE 
common dodder 


some African countries. @ n. a parastatal organiza- 
tion. 

paratha /pa-rah-ta/ n. (in Indian cookery) a piece 
of flat unleavened bread fried on a griddle. [from 
Hindi paratha| 

parathion 7. a highly toxic organic compound of 
phosphorus and sulphur used as an agricultural 
insecticide. 

parathyroid Ana. en. a gland next to the thyroid, 
secreting a hormone that regulates calcium levels 
in the body. > rnvocrini.. @ adj. of or associated with 
this gland. 


paratrooper 7. a member of a body of paratroops. 
paratroops n./)/. troops equipped to be dropped by 
parachute from aircraft. 0 paratroop ailtrib.ad). 
paratyphoid e 7. a fever resembling typhoid but 
caused by various different bacteria. e adj. of, relat- 
mg to, or caused by this fever. 
par avion adv. by airmail. [French, literally ‘by 
aeroplane’ | 
parboil v./, partly cook by boiling. [from Late Latin 
perbullire “to boil thoroughly’, confused with part] 
parcel e 7. 1 a goods etc. wrapped up in a single 
package. b a bundle of things wrapped up, usu. in 
paper. 2 a piece of land. 3 a quantity dealt with in 
one commercial transaction. @ ul: (parcelled, 
parcelling; US parceled, parceling) 1 (foll. by 
up) wrap as a parcel. 2 (foll. by owt) divide into 
portions. 0 part and parcel sec maxr. [from 
Latin particula| 
parch » 1 ft, @ int. make or become hot 
and dry. 2 i roast (peas, corn, etc.) slightly. 
[Middle English] 
parched adj. 1 hot and dry: dried out with 
heat. 2 collog. thirsty. 
parchment 1. 1 a a skin, esp. that of a sheep or 
goat, prepared as a writing or painting surface. 
> scroit. b a manuscript written on this. 2 high- 
grade paper made to resemble parchment. [from a 
blend of Late Latin pergamina ‘writing material 
from Pergamuny (in Asia Minor) with Parthica pellis 
‘Parthian skin’ (leather)| 


pardner 


pardner 7. US dial. or joc. a partner or comrade. 

pardon e ». 1 the act of forgiving an offence, error, 
etc. 2 (in full free pardon) Bri/. a remission of the 
legal consequences of a crime or conviction. @ i/r 
1 release from the consequences of an offence. error, 
etc. 2 forgive a person for (an offence etc.). 3 make 
allowances for; excuse, @ i. (also pardon me or 
I beg your pardon: 1 a formula of apology or 
disagreement. 2 a request to a speaker to repeat some- 
thing said. [from medieval Latin perdonare to concede, 
remit] G pardonable adj. pardonably adi: 

pardoner 2. his!. a person licensed to sell papal 
pardons or indulgences. 

pare ¢/; 1 a tnm or shave by cutting away the 
surface or edge. b cut off (the surface or edge). 
2 diminish litde by little. [fron) Latin parare ‘to 
prepare ] 

parent e 7. l a person who has begotten or borne 
offspring; a father or mother. 2 a person who has 
adopted a child or who holds the position or exer- 
cises the function of a parent, 3 archaea forefather. 
4 an animal or plant from which others are 
derived. 5 a source or origin. 6 an initiating organ- 
ization or enterprise. @ vr (also absol.) be a parent 
of. 0 parent-teacher association a local organ- 
ization of parents and teachers for promoting 
closer relations and improving educational facilitics 
at a school. [from Latin parent- “bringing torth’] 
0 parental adj. parenthood ». 

parentage 7. lineage: descent from or through 
parents (heir parentage iy unknown). 

parent company 7. a company of which others 
are subsidiaries. 

parenthesis 7. (//. parentheses, 1 a a word. 
clause, or sentence inserted as an explanation or 
afterthought into a passage which is grammatically 
complete without it, and usu. marked off by brack- 
ets or dashes or commas. b ,in //.) a pair of round 
brackets ¢ ) used for this. 2 an interlude or interval. 
Oin parenthesis as a parenthesis or afterthought. 
[based on Greek parentithenai ‘to put in heside’] 

parenthetic ad). 1 of or by way of a parenthesis. 
2 interposed. O parenthetical «dj. parenthet- 
ically adi. 

parenting 7. 
parents. 


par excellence aii. being the supreme example of 


its kind {the short story par excellence). [French, literally 
“by excellence’] 


parfait /par-fay/ 7. 1 a rich iced pudding of 


whipped cream, eggs, etc. 2 layers of ice cream, 
meringue, etc.. served in a tall glass. [French, liter- 
ally ‘perfect | 
pargeting /par-jit-ing/ . Building ¥ plaster, esp. 
with an ornamental pattern. [based on Old French 
parjeter “to cast over a surface’ 


pargeting 


DIEV-ET- MON: DROIT: 
B ~ = -— i 
PARGETING: ROYAL COAL OF ARMS ON 


A L7THM-CENTURY HOtst 
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the occupation or concerns of 


pariah /pi-ry-A/ n. 1 a social outcast. 2 fast. a 
member of a low caste or of no caste in southern 
India. [from Tamil pl. of paraivan “hereditary drum- 
mer | 

pariah dog 7. = pyr:p08. 

parietal /pi-ry-i-tal/ adj. Anat. of the wall of the 
body or any of its cavities. [based on Latin paries 

etis wall] 

parietal bone ». either of a pair of bones forming 
the central part of the sides and top of the skull. 
D sku 

parietal lobe x. cither of the paired lobes of the 
brain at the top of the head. 

paring ». a strip or piece cut off, 

pari passu /par-i pass-00/ adv. 1 with equal 
speed. 2 simultaneously and equally. [Latin] 

parish 7. 1 an area having its own church and 
clergy. 2 (in full civil parish Bri, a district consti- 
tuted for purposes of local government. 3 the 
inhabitants of a parish. [based on Greek paroikia 
‘sojourning | 

parish clerk #7. an official in charge of the public 
records of a parish, 

parish council 7, Br/. the administrative body ina 
civil parish, 

parishioner #7. an inhabitant of a parish. 

parish pump ». (often atinh., Brit. a symbol of a 
parochial or restricted outlook. 

parish register 7. a book recording christenings, 
marriages, and burials, at a parish church. 

Parisian e adj. of or relating to Paris in France. @ 7. 
a native or inhabitant of Paris. [from French 
parisien| 

parity 2. 1 equality, esp. as regards status or pay. 
2 parallelism or analogy (parity of reasoning). 
3 equivalence of one currency with another; being 
at par. 4 (of a number) the fact of being even or 
odd. [from Late Latin panias| 

park e ». La large public garden in a town, for 
recreation. 2 a large enclosed piece of ground 


attached to a country house etc. 3 aa large area of 


land kept im its natural state for public recreational 
use. b a large enclosed area of land used to accom- 
modate wild animals in captivity (cer/dlife park). 
4 esp. Brit. an area for motor vehicles ete. to be lelt 
in (ca park). 3 an area devoted to a specified 
purpose ibusiness park), 6 aN. Amer an enclosed 
sports ground. b (usu. prec. by he: Bri. collog. a toot- 
ball pitch. @ atx L (also @bsol.) leave (a vehicle) 
temporarily, 2 collog. deposit and leave, ust. 
temporarily, Oo park oneself collog. sit down. [from 
medieval Latin parneus| 
parka 7. 1 » a skin jacket 
with a hood, worn by 
Eskimos. 2 a windproof 
fabrie garment of simi- 
lar design worn in 
cold weather. [from 
Russian] 


hoad 


reindecr 
shin 


matters sewn 
into sleeves 


fio trim 


PARKA 


parkin 7. Bril, a cake made with oatmeal, ginger, 
and treacle or molasses. 

parking light 7. a sinall light on the side of a ve- 
hicle, for use when the vehicle is parked at might. 

parking lot ». (San outdoor area for parking ve- 
hicles. 


parking meter 2. a coin-operated meter which 


parole 


receives fees for vehicles parked in the street and 
indicates the time available, 

parking ticket 7. a notice of a penalty imposed for 
parking illegally. 

Parkinsonism 7). = PARKINSAN'S DIS!.ASE. 

Parkinson’s disease 7. a progressive disease of 
the nervous system with tremor, muscular rigidity, 
and emaciation. [named after J. Parkinson, English 
surgeon, 1755 1824] 

Parkinson’s law 7. the notion that work expands 
so as to fill the time available for its conpleuon. 
[named after C.N. Parkinson, Enghsh writer, 
1909 93} 

parkland »). open grassland with clumps of trees 
etc. 

parkway v. 1 US an open landscaped highway. 
2 Brit. a railway station with extensive parking facil- 
ities, used esp. in names (Bristol Parkway). 

parky adj. (parkier, parkiest) Brit. collog. chilly. 
[19th-century coinage} 

parlance 7. a particular way of speaking, esp. as 
regards choice of words, idiom, ete. [from Old 
French] 

parley en. (pil. -eys) a conference for debating 
points in a dispute, esp. a discussion of terms for an 
armistice etc, @ wil (-leys, -leyed) (often foll. by 
zeith) hold a parley. 

parliament »). 1 Parliament) (in the UK) a the 
highest legislature, consisting of the Sovereign, the 
House of Lords, and the House of Commons. 
b the members of this legislature for a particular 
period, esp. between one dissolution and the next. 
2 a similar legislature in other states. [from Old 
French parlement ‘speaking } 

parliamentarian 7, a member of a parliament, 
esp. one well-versed in its procedures, 

parliamentary «dj. 1 of or relating to a parlia- 
ment. 2 enacted or established by a parliament. 
3 (of language) admissible in a parliament; polite. 

Parliamentary Commissioner for Adminis- 
tration 7. the oflicial title of the ombudsman in 
the UR. : 

parliamentary priyate secretary 7. a Mcembcr 
of Parllament assisting a government minister, 

parlour 7. ({ S parlor) La sitting room in a private 
house. 2 a room if a hotel, convent, etc.. for the 
private use of residents. 3 esp. CS a shop providing 
specified goods or services (beauly parlour, ice-cream 
parlour). 4a room or building equipped for milking 
cows. [from Old French parlenr| 

parlour game 7. an indoor game, esp. a word 
game. : 

parlourmaid ». /)/s!. a maid who waits at table. 

parlous ad). archaw or joc. 1 dangerous or difficult. 
2 hard to deal with. [Middle English, literally 
‘perilous’] 

Parma ham 7. a type of ham which ts caten 
uncooked. [from Parma, a city and province in Italy] 
Parmesan /par-mi-zan/ 7. a kind of hard dry 
cheese made originally at Parma and used esp. in 
grated form. > ciuttst. [from Italian parmegiano ‘of 

Parma’ a city and province in Italy] 

parmigiana adj. cooked or served with Parmesan 
cheese. [Italian] 

parochial adj. 1 of or concerning a parish. 2 (of 
aflairs, views, etc.) merely local, narrow or 
restricted in scope. [from ecclesiastical Latin 
parochiali| O parochialism n. 

parody e 7. (j/. -ies) 1 a humorous exaggerated 
imitation of an author, literary work, style, etc. 2a 
feeble imitation, @ 1/2 (-tes, -ied) compose a 
parody of. [from Greek paroidia urlesque poem’ | 
D parodie ad). parodist n. 

parolee». 1 a the temporary or permanent release 
of a prisoner belore the expiry of a sentence, on 
the promise of good behaviour. b such a promise. 
2 a word of honour. e 7/7 put (a prisoner) on 
parole, G on parole released on the terms of 
parole. [French, literally ‘word’] o parolee x. 


parotid 


accessory parotid gland 


parotul 
gland 


parotid / 
duct = 


PAROTID GLAND: HUMAN HEAD SHOWING 
THE PAROT{ID GLAND 


parotid Anat. e adj. situated near the ear. @ n. (in full 
parotid gland) A a salivary gland in front of the 
ear. [based on Greek ous dtos *ear’] 

parotitis 2. Med. 1 inflammation of the parotid 
gland. 2 mumps. 


paroxysm 7. 1 a sudden attack or outburst (of 


rage, laughter, etc.). 2 a fit of disease. [from Greek 
paroxusmos “exasperatation | 0 paroxysmal ad). 


parquet /par-kay/ e 7. 1 (often adiril.) a flooring of 


wooden blocks arranged in a pattern, 2 US a the 
ground floor of a theatre auditorium. b the front 
part of this. @ wf, (parqueted, parqueting; 
furnish (a room) with a parquet floor. (French, 
literally ‘small compartment, floor’] 

parquetry /par-kit-ri/ 7. the use of wooden 
blocks to make floors or inlay for furniture. 

parr n. a young salmon. []18th-century coimage] 


parricide x. 1 the killmg of a near relative, esp. of 


a parent. 2 a person who commits parricide. [from 
Latin parricidium (sense 1), parnecida (sense 2)| 0 parri- 
cidal ad). 


a Usage Parricide, the killmg of a near relative, 
especially of a parent, is sometuumes confused with 
patricide, the killing of one’s father. 


parrot e 7. 1 > any of various mainly tropical birds 
of the order Psittaciformes. with a short hooked 
bill, often having vivid plumage and sometimes 
able to mimic the human voice. 2 a person who 


mechanically repeats the words or actions of 


another, @ wt (parroted, parroting) repeat 
mechanically. 
parrot-fashion adv. (learning or repeating) 
mechanically without understanding, ; 
parrotfish 7. (//. usu. same) 
any fish of the family Scari- 
dae. with a mouth like a 
parrot’s bill and form.- 
mg a protective mucous 


cocoon against predators. 
parry @ vii. (-ies, -ied) 1 avert or 
ward off (a weapon or attack), 2 deal 
skilfully with (an awkward question ete.). 

@ 7. ( pl. -tes) an act of parrying. 

parse «vf 1 descmbe (a word in 
context) grammatically, stating its 
4 inflection, relation to the sentence, 
etc. 2 resolve (a sentence) into its 
component parts and describe them 
grammatically. 3 Computing analyse 
(a string) into syntactic compon- 
ents. 0 parser 2. (esp. 1m sense 3). 


Cdl 


PARROTFISH 
(Bolbonietaon 
bicolor) 


parsec 7. a unit of astronomical 
distance, equal to about 3.25 
light years, the distance at which 
the mean radius of the Earth’s 
orbit subtends an angle of one second of arc. 
[blend of paratiax and seconn?| 

Parsee 7. an adherent of Zoroastrianism, esp. a 
descendant of those Zoroastrians who fled to India 
during the 7th 8th c. [from Persian past ‘Persian’] 

parsimony 7. 1 carefulness in the use of money 01 
other resources. 2 meanness, stinginess. [from 


ing food and clanbing. Parrots 
often gather in flocks, within 
which they are commonly in 
pairs. Most species are diurnal 
birds that live in trees, while a 
few aberrant species are noctur- 
nal and remain on the ground. 
Nearly all parrot species are 
monogamous, commonly mating 
for years and sometimes for life. 


EXAMPLES OF PARROTS 


GELS TNL 
PARROTLET 


Fe LEGHASS 
PARROT 
(Eclectus roralus) 
¢ AFRICAN GREY 
PARRQ)] 
Psittacus erithacus) 


Gre WIEH C NDB ASN, 


COCKATOO 


Holophus 


roseicapillus (Cacatua alba) 


Latin parsimonia ‘saving’] O parsimonious ad). 
parsimoniously ad 

parsley n. a biennial herb, Petroselinum crispum, with 
crinkly aromatic leaves, used for seasoning and 
garnishing food, > ners. [from Greck petroselinon| 

parsnip 7. 1 a biennial umbelliferous plant, Pastinaca 
sativa, with a large pale yellow tapering root. 2 this 
root eaten as a vegetable. [from Latin pasfinaca] 

parson 7. 1 a rector. 2 a vicar or any beneficed 
member of the clergy. 3 collog. any member of the 
clergy. [from Latin persona ‘person’, later “rector | 

parsonage 7. a church house provided for a 
parson. 

parson’s nose 7. the piece of fatty flesh at the 
rump of a fowl. 

part en. 1 some but not all of a thing or number of 
things. 2 an essential member or constituent of 
anything ( part of the family, a large part of the job). 3a 
component of a machine ete. (spare parts, needs a new 
part). 4 a portion of a human or animal body. 5 a 


enlarged sternum / 


(Forpus coelestis) 


HANGING P\RRO 1 


CHAL TERING 


(Lortus garrulus) 


part 
stra 
PARROT yea" ae PARROT 
The more than 300 species of pe TON 
parrot share common features 
including: a large head; hooked 
bil; and strong grasping feet ae 
with two toes in front and two ; 
toes behind, which aid in grasp- 
paler 


digit 
keel 


pygostyle 
(fused 


vertebrae) 


hind 
toe 


front toe 


GREEN-WINGED 
MACAW 
(Ara chloroptera) 


RLU E-CROWNED 


Loriculus galgulus) 


RAINBOW 
LORIKEET 
LORY ( Trichoglossus 


haematodus) 


division of a book, broadcast serial, etc., esp. as 
much as ts issued or broadcast at one time. 6 a each 
of several equal portions of a whole (he recipe has 
3 parts sugar to 2 parts flour). b (prec. by ordinal 
number) a specified fraction of a whole (each received 
a fifth part). 7 a a portion allotted; a share. b a 
person’s share in an action or enterprise (ze2l/ have no 
part in it). c one’s duty (was nol my part to interfere 
8 a a character assigned to an actor. b the words 
spoken by an actor. ¢ a copy of these. 9 Afus. aa 
melody or other constituent of harmony assigned 
to a particular voice or instrument (often in comb. 
four-part harmony). b a copy of the music for a parucu- 
lar musician. 10 cach of the sides in an agreement 
or dispute. 11 (in pl.) a region or district (am not from 
these parts). 12 (in pl.) abilities (@ man of man 
e+. 1 & G int divide or separate into parts (the crowd 
parted to let them through). 2 tr. a leave one another's 
company (they parted the best of frends). b (loll. by. from 
roodbye to. 3 tr ! 


Les Fi 
1a (0 De parted 


1)’ part. 
) pa 


cause to separate (fhey f 


40 toll. by th 


give up 


partake 


possession off hand over. 5 f separate ithe hair of 
the head on either side of the parting’. @ ade. t 
some extent: partly yo part von and part wood: a lie that 
in part truth\. O for the most part see sos). for 
one’s part as far as one is concerned. in part \or 
parts to some extent: partly. look the part 
appear suitable for a role. on the part of proceed- 
ing from, on the initiative of (@ long struggle an the part 
of the scholars: no objection on my part\, part and 
parcel usu. foll. by of) an essenual part. part 
company see coun). play a part 1 be signili- 
cant or contributory. 2 act deceitfully. 3 perform a 
dramatic role. take part assist or have a share. 
take the part of support: back up. [from Latin 
pars partis (n.), partire 


a Usage See Usage Note at eH vt 


partake ¢inty , pas’ partook: fas! part. partaken 
1 fol. by of. in’ take a share or part. 2. foll. by of) 
a or drink some or collog. all of a thing’. 3: foll. by 

have some of a quality ete.) (their manner partook 
a insolence), || 6th-century coinage] O partaker n. 
parterre /par-tair/ n. 1 a level space in a garden 
occupied by flower beds arranged formalh. 2 US 
the ground floor of a theatre auditorium, esp. the 
pit. [French. literally par terre “on the ground’) 
part exchange e 1. Bri!. a transaction in which 
goods are given as part of the payment for other 
goods. with the balance in money. @ 2. part- 
exchange give goods: in such a Wansaction, 
parthenogenesis 7. Biol, reproduction from an 
ovum without ferulization, esp. as a normal process 
in invertebrates and lower plants. [from Greek 
farthenos \awgin’ + genesis “genesis | 0 partheno- 
genetic «dj. 

Parthian shot 7. «2 remark or glance etc. reserved 
for the moment of departure. [from the custom 
among horsemen of Parfhia ancient .\sian kine- 
dom of firing. in retreat. at the enemy | 

partial adj. 1 not complete: forming onl part a 
partial success . 2 biased. 3 loll. by fo having a liking 
for. [from Late Laun partials] oO partially ad:. 

partiality 7. I bias. favouritism. 2 foll. by for fond- 
ness. 

participant ». a parucipator. 

participate emf. share or take part. [based on 
Latin participatus made to share’] G participation 
”, participative ud). participator ”. participa- 
tory ad). 

participle 7. (am. a word formed from a verb ve.g. 

gone, being. been and used in compound verb 

forms e.g. & gome. has heen, or as an adjective e.g. 

Jor to form verbal nouns 

[from Latin partiipum| 


guing. 
ceorking ccaman, burnt toast 
wg, ieorhings. leavines . 
C participial «ai/). 
particle ». 1 a minwe portion of matter. 2 the least 
3 (ram, aa 
.bacommon pretix or sullix 
-ness. [lrom Latin particufa little part 
particle physics » the physics 
concerned with the properties and interactions of 
subatomic parucles. 


possible amount not a partich of sense 
minor part of speech 
such as me, 


branch of 


particoloured «i. (S particolored partly of 
one colour, pardy of another or others. 

particular e a7). 1 relating to or considered as one 
thing or person as distinet from others: indis dual 
in thix particular instance, 2 more than is usual: 
special took particular trouble. 3 scrupulously exact: 
fastidious. 4 detailed .@ fal and particular account . 
@7. 1a detaik an item. 2 in pl. points of intorma- 
tion; a detailed account. GO in particular 
especially, specifically. {from Latin particulars. 
related to pvRicit| 

particularity 1. f/. -ies 1 the qualin of being 
indis idual or particular 2 fullness or minuteness of 
detail. 3 usu. in pl detail. particular, 

particularize :./, alsv -ise To name 
specially or one by one. 2 specify items . 0 partie: 
ularization 

particularly «i. 


om 
abso ahve 


especially, vers. 2) specifically 


8b 


they particularly asked for you\. 3 iv a particular or 
fastidious manner. 

particulate e «adj. in the form of separate particles. 
@ x.(usu. in p/) matter in this form. [based on Latin 
particula particle ] 

parting 7. 1 a leave-taking or departure (often 


attrib: parting words’, 2 Brit. the dividing line of 


combed hair 3 a division: an act of separating. 
parting shot 7. = Paris sno, 
partisan also partizan e 7. 1 a strong supporter 


of a party, cause, ete. 2 Vf a guervilla. @ adj. 1 of 


or characteristic of partisans. 2 biased. [from Ital- 
ian dialect partigian)] O partisanship n. 

partita 7. ,//, partitas or partite) ‘fw. 1 a suite. 
2 an air with varianons. [Italian, lterally “divided” 
fem."| 

partition e 7. I division into parts, esp. of a coun- 
try with separate areas of government. 2 a 
structure dividing a space esp. a light interior wall. 
@ 2.0. 1 divide into parts. 2 ,foll. by off) separate 
part of a room ete. with a partition, [from Latin 
partito| O partitioned ad). 

partitive Gram. e adj. of a word. form, ete. denot- 
ing part of a collective group or quanti. @ 2. a 
partitive word e.g, me, any or form. [from 
medieval Latin partitizns| 

partizan var. of pits, 

partly ad: 1 with respect to a part or parts. 2 to 
some extent, 

parmere#. 1 a person who shares or takes part with 
another or others, esp. ina business. 2 a companion 
in dancing. 3a player esp. one of two! on the same 
side in a game. 4 either member of a marricd 
couple, or of an established unmarried couple, @ 7. 
IT be the partner of. 2 associate as partners. [Middle 
English, alteration of parcener joint heir] 

partnership 1 the state of bemg a parmer or part- 
ners. 2 a joint business. 3.4 pair or group of partners. 

part of speech ». cach of the categories to which 
words are assigned in accordance with their gram- 
matical and semantic functions. 

partook past of rine. 

partridge ». //. same or partridges' 1 any game 
bird of the genus Pedi. esp. P pendix of Europe and 
Asia. 2 any similar bird of the family Phasianicdac. 
[from Latin perdir] 

part-song 2 song with three or more voice parts. 

part-time ad). & ad. occupying or using only part 
of the usual working week a part-fime gardener, he only 
ems part time. 0 part-timer 1, 

parturient «dj. about to give birth. [from Latin 
partunent- “beng in labour’ 

parturition 7. formal childbirth. [from Late Latin 
parturiteo) 


part-way ad: 1 part of the way. 2 parth. 

part-work 7». Bri. a publicauen appearing in 
several parts over a period of tine. 

party en. fi. -ies 1a social gathering. 
invited guests, 2a body of persons engaged in an 
activity or travelling together | faving party: search 
party. 3a group of people united in a cause, opin- 
ion, ete. esp. a political group organized on a 
national basis. 4 a person or persons forming one 
side in an agreement or dispute, 5 toll. by fo Lax 
an accessory to an action . 6 collog. a person. @ &.(7. 
& mh. -ies. -ied entertain at or attend a part. 
[based on Latin partire to separate ] 

party-goer #4 person who attends a party or who 
frequents parties. 

party line 7». 1 the policy adopted by a political 
party. 20a telephone line shared by two or more 
subseribers. 

party political e a. of or relating to party poli- 

e@ ». in full party political broadcast a 
television or radio programme on which a repre- 
sentauve of a poltical party presents material 
intended to foster sapport for it, 

party politics 7.f/. also treated as wig polities as 


it relates to political parties. 


fics. 


usu. of 


pass 


party-poop 7. (also party-pooper) esp. .\° Amer. 


slang a person who throws gloom over social enjoy- 
ment. 0 party-pooping 1. 

party popper 7. a device which rapidly ejects a 
paper streamer, used as an amusement at parties. 
party wall ». a wall common to two adjoining 
buildings or rooms. 

parvenu /par-vé-noo/ xn. (fem. parvenue) a 
person of obscure origin who has gained wealth or 
position. [French, literally ‘arrived’] 

parvovirus 7. any of a class of small viruses 
affecting vertebrate animals. [based on Latin parvus 
‘small’] 

pas rn. (pi. same) a step, esp. in ballet. [French, lit 


erally ‘step’| 
programming language esp. used in education, 
Math. ® a trian- 
each number is the oS 
it © 2 
ia ol 
ately above, and | eS — 
7 G 2 
row, 
Easter. [based on Aramaic pasta ‘Passover’ | 
pasha ». also pacha fist. the title placed after the 
paso doble /pas-ah doh-blayv/ 7. a ballroom 
pasque flower 1. a plant of the buttercup family. 


pascal n. 1 the SI unit of pressure. equal to one 
newton per square meure, 2 Pascal) ( Computing a 
[named atter B. Pascal, French scientist, 1623 62] 
Pascal’s triangle 
Ts 

gular array of 

numbers in which il 1 

sum of the ovo 

numbers inimecd- 

is at the apex and at 1 

both ends of each 

PASCAL’S TRIANGLE 

paschal /pas-kil/ 

adj. 1 of or relating to the Passover. 2 of or relating to 
pas de deux /pah dé der/ 1. , p/. same: a dance for 
two. [French] 

name) of a Turkish officer of high rank. [from 
‘Furkish pay] 

dance based on a Latin American style of march- 
ing. [Spanish, literally ‘double step’] 
Pulsatilla vulgaris, with bell-shaped purple flowers. 


[from French pasiyflew. as-similated to paaque 
‘Easter’ ] 
pass'e = (past par: passed see also rvsi). 1 int: 


move on- ward, esp. past some point of re ference 
aie the procession passing. 2. ho a go past: leave ya thing 
ete, orone side or behind. b overtake. € go across a 
fronder, mountain range, ete.) 3 inh. S &, be wans- 
ferred or cause to be transterred from one person or 
place to another pass the butter: the title passes to his son\, 
4 6. surpass; be too great for if passers may comprehen- 
von, 3 mb, get through, 6 int. a be accepted as 
adequate; go uncensured lef the matter pass). b toll. by 
as, for be accepted or known as. 7 & move: cause to 
go paved her hand aver her face, passed a rope round it. 
8 a mh. wof a candidate in an examination’ be 
successhil b @. be successful in an examination or 
course. ¢ # of an examiner’ judge the performance 
of a candidate to be satistactory, 9 a tr of a bill be 
examined and approved by a parliamentary body 
or process, b #. cause or allow a bill) to proceed. 
c mb. of a bill or proposal’ be approved. 10 ait. 
aoccur clapse time fiasvey dorcel. b happen: be done 
ov said: heard what paswd betsceen them, VL a int. circu- 
late: be current. b @ put into circulation eas passing 
forged cheques. 12 h. spend or use up a certain time or 
period .pasved the afternoon reading . 13 b. also abso. 
infield games) send the ball to.a team-mate. 14 int. 
forgo one’s turn or chance ina game ete. 15 ini: fol. 
by fo inte change from one form to another’, 16 vit. 
come to an end, 17 p, discharge from the body as or 
with excreta. 18 6. fol by on, upon a utter criucism 
about, b pronounce a judicial sentence! on. @ 2. Lan 
act or instance of passing, 2 Bit. a success in an 
examination. ba university degree without honours. 
3 written permission to pass into or out of a place. or 
to be absent from quarters. 4 a ticket or permit 
aving free entry or access ete. 5 vin field games) a 
transterence of the ball toa team-mate. 6 a thrust in 


pass 


fencing. 7 a juggling trick. 8 an act of passing the 
hands over anything, as in conjuring or hypnotism. 
9 a critical position (has come to a fine pass). 0 in pass- 
ing 1 by the way. 2 in the course of speech, 
conversation, etc. make a pass at collog. make sexual 
advances to. pass away 1 euphem. die. 2 cease to exist; 
come to an end. pass the buck see sucx®. pass by 
1 go past. 2 disregard, omit. pass the hat round see 
HAT. pass muster see muster. pass off I (of feelmgs 
etc.) disappear gradually. 2 (of proceedings) be carried 
through (in a specified way). 3 (foll. by as) misrepresent 
(a person or thing) as something else. 4 evade or 
lightly dismiss (an awkward remark etc.). pass on 
1 proceed on one’s way. 2 euphem. die. 3 transmit to 
the next person in a series. pass out 1 become 
unconscious. 2 Brit. Mil. complete one’s training. 
3 distribute. pass over 1 omit, ignore, or disregard. 
2 ignore the claims of (a person) to promotion. 
3 euphem. die. pass round (US around) 1 distribute. 
2 send or give to each of a number in turn. pass 
through experience. pass the time of day see re. 
pass up collog. refuse or neglect (an opportunity etc.) 
pass water urinate. [based on Latin passus ‘pace’| 


O passer fn. 


pass? n. a narrow passage through mountains. d sell 


the pass Sri. betray a cause. [Middle English] 
passable adj. 1 barely satisfactory; just adequate. 2 (of 
a road, pass, etc.) that can be passed. 0 passably ado. 
passage 7. 1 the process or means of passing; tran- 
sit. 2 = passaceway. 3 the liberty or right to pass 
through. 4 a the right of conveyance as a passenger 
by sea or air. b a journey by sea or air. 5 a transition 
from one state to another. 6 a a short extract from 
a book etc. b a section of a piece of music. 7 the 
passing of a bill etc. into law. 8 (in fi.) an inter- 
change of words etc. 9 Anat. a duct etc. in the body. 
work one’s passage earn a right by working for 
. [from Old French] 
passageway 7. a narrow way for passing along; a 
corridor. 


a 


passbook 7. a book issued by a bank or build- 
ing society etc. to an account-holder recording 
sums deposited and withdrawn. 

passé /pas-ay/ adj. 1 no longer fashionable; out of 
date. 2 archaw past one’s prime. [French, literally 
‘passed’ | 

passenger n. I a traveller m or on a conveyance 
(other than the driver, pilot, crew, etc.). 2 collog. a 
member of a team. crew. etc.. who does no effec- 
tive work. 3 {attrb) for the use of passengers 
( passenger seat). [from Old French pasyager “(person 
passing | 

passenger pigeon 7. an extinct wild pigeon of 
N. America, noted for migrating in huge flock 
and hunted to extinction by 1914. 

passer-by 2. (//. passers-by) a person who goes 
past, esp. by chance. 

passerine e 7. » any bird of the order Passeri- 
formes, comprising the perching birds. > sonunirp. 
@ adj. 1 of or relating to this order. 2 of the size of 
a sparrow. [based on Latin passer ‘sparrow | 

passim adv. (of references in a published work) to 
be found at various places throughout the text. 
[Latin] 

passing e@ adj. 1 in senses of pass! v, 2 transient, fleet- 
ing (a passing glance}. 3 cursory, mcidental (@ passing 
reference). @ n. 1 in senses of pass! v. 2 euphem. the death 
of a person (mourned his passing). O passingly adv. 

passing shot n. Tennis etc. a shot aiming the ball 
beyond and out of reach of the other player. 

passion 7. 1 strong emotion. 2 an outburst of 
anger ( flew into a passion). 3 intense sexual love. 
4 a strong enthusiasm (Aas a passion for football). b a 
thing arousing this. 5 (the Passion) a the suffering 
of Christ during his last days. b a narrative of this 
from the Gospels. c a musical setting of any of 
these narratives. {from Late Latin passio ‘suffering’ | 
0 passionless ad). 

passionate adj. 1 dominated by or easily moved to 
strong feeling. 2 showing or caused by passion 
O passionately adv. passionateness 7. 


passionate 


LOWER LEG OF A PASSERINE 


PASSERINE 


The passerines, also known as the perching birds, 
are the largest bird order, containing approximately 
half of the world’s birds. All passerines have four 
unwebbed toes _ three facing forwards, and a hind 
toe facing backwards. When a passerine lands on a 


lower leg 7 


perch, its weight makes its leg tendons tighten and Pon hind toe faces 
its toes clamp tightly shut. The passerines comprise _- backwards 
two sub-orders. The oscines, also known as song- 

birds, can produce complex vocalizations, but the three toes 

sub-oscine families have fairly limited vocal powers. ein " \ perch 


EXAMPLES OF PASSERINES 


OSCINES 


WOOD WARBLER 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
CACTUSMYREN 
(Campylorhynchus 

brunneicapillus 


SWALLOW 
Hirundo rustica 


KING BIRD OF PARADISE 
Cicinnurus regius 


py 
Garrulus glandarius 


SCARLET-TUPTED 
MALACHITI 
SUNBIRD 
Vectarinia johnston 


AMERICAN ROBIN 


Turdus migratorius 


BIE ae 


Parus caeruleus 


SU B-OSCINES 


RE VOUS HORNERO 
Furnartus rufus 


SUPERB LYRLBIRD 
Menura novaeh: 


andiar 


passion flower 


PASS LON TOUR oP ag 


passion flower = A any clin 
genus Paysiflora, with a flow | 
sugeest the instruments he ¢ 
passion fruit ». (/ ible fruit 
passion flower. ¢ 

passion play 
Christ's Passion 
Passion Sunday 7. t! hs 
passive adj. 1 suffering 

ing no opposition; submissiy 

4 ( signating 

unders tit of the verb 
|trom Latn x 

2 passively passiveness 


passive resistance 
oa 
passive smoking 7). | 
smoke trom othet 1 
pass-key 1.1. h 
kev 
pass-mark ». Br 1 
pass Wt ONAN lon) 
Passover Jewish 
ving the hberati rf 
bondag tr 

the first-b 
passport 7. 1 an ofl u 
holder’s identity and shit 
holder a 

2 foll. by a thing 

attain t 
password : 

ch IACTEES. SCC 12 1% HUO! 
ic) ( Tp al 
past e i 1 

Mast. 21 ith gon 


pa 1 e 1 


bast’. 2 ¢ 
itable 3, 
Ih 1 ) 


py 


trast bh 


. J 
hrrst not put it past 
} ' 
‘ | 


pasta 1m a | { 1 


int va shy k 
‘I 2 

al 

paste @e Ia 

powd 2 

Watt 3 t 

lo 4 


pasting 
pasteboard 1. 1. 


1 }, 


past master 


pastel e 7. 1 2 cravon consisting of powdered pastiche /pas-teesh/ 1 1 a picture or musical 


ygiments bound with a gum soluuan, 2 a work ol composition made up from or imitaung various 
art in 3 a hight shade of lou. @ ad) ol a sources, 2 @ literary or other work of art composed 
iwht shad dour [from Italian diminu- in the stvle of a well-known writer, artist, etc. [from 
ave ot ys | pastellist ate Latin pasta “paste | 

pastern Dx oa horse's fi benveen the pastille 2. La small sweet or lozenge. 2 a small roll 
etlock and the hoot vars [from Old French of aromatic paste burnt as a fumigator etc. [from 
hasturon, fromm pas hobble] atin p ‘httle loaf, lozenge’ | 

paste-up document prepared for copying et pastime #. La recreation or hobby, 2 a sport or game 
W pasting various sections on cking pastis same) an aniseed-flavoured aperitif 

pasteurize /pahss-ché-ry lso -ise) subject brench| 
milk ete.) to the proce partial sterilization by — past master n. 1 a person who 1s especially adept 
reauing. |1 1 at l French chemist or expert in an activity, subject, ete. 2 a person who 
1 "> 95) 0 pasteurization 1as been a master in a guild, Freemason’s lodge. et 


PASTA 


wing plant of the Most pasta is made from durum wheat flour paste, and then foreed through pe rforated 
SSUPPOse which, because of its high gluten content. plates or dies that shape it into one of more 
uecitix : ; : , : 
; makes a strong elastic dough. Uhe flour is than a hundred difterent forms. Pasta can 
we 5 3 cae ; aoe 7 ; a : 
mixed with water. ided to form a thick be coloured with spinach or beet juice 
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pastor 


pastor e 7. 1 a minister in charge of a church or a 
congregation. 2 a person exercising spiritual guid- 
ance. @z. 1 abe minister of (a church). b have the 
spiritual care of (a congregation). 2 inf. be a pastor. 
{from Latin, literally ‘feeder, shepherd’ | 

pastoral e «ad. 1 of, relating to, or associated with 
shepherds or flocks and herds. 2 (of land) used for 
pasture. 3 (of a poem, picture, etc.) portraying coun- 
try life, usu. in a romantic or idealized form. 4 of or 
appropniate to a pastor. 5 of or relating to a teacher’s 
responsibility for the general well-being of pupils or 
students. @ 7. 1 a pastoral poem, play, picture, etc. 2 a 
letter from a pastor (esp. a bishop} to the clergy or 
people. 0 pastoralism 1. pastorally ad: 

pastoralist n. Austral. a farmer of sheep or cattle. 

pastorate 7. 1 the office or tenure of a pastor. 2a 
body of pastors. 

pastrami 7. seasoned smoked beef. [Yiddish] 

pastry n. (pl. -ies) 1 a dough of flour, fat, and 
water, used as a base and covering for pies etc. 
2 a food, esp. cake, made wholly or partly of this. 
ba piece or item of this food. [based on pasrt] 

pastry-cook 7. a cook who specializes in pastry. 
pasturage n. I land for pasture. 2 the process of 
pasturing cattle etc. 

pasture e 7. 1 land covered with grass etc. suitable 
for grazing. 2 herbage for animals. @ «. 1 /@ put 
(animals) to graze in a pasture. 2 intr @ tr (of 
animals) graze. [from Late Latin pastura} 

pastureland 7. = pysrure 7. |. 

pasty' /pas-ti/ n. (pi. -ies, esp. Brit. a pastry case 
with a usu. savoury filling, baked without a dish to 
shape it. [based on Late Latin pasta ‘paste’| 

pasty® /payss-ti/ adj. pastier. pastiest) 1 of or 
like or covered with paste. 2 unhealthily pale (esp. 
im complexion). 0 pastiness 7. 

Pat. abbr. Patent. 

pat'ev. (patted, patting, 1 #: strike gently with the 
hand or a flat surface. 2 f flatten or mould by 
patting. 3 ¢@ strike gently with the mner surface of 
the hand, esp. as a sign of affection, sympathy, or 
congratulation. 4 inér (foll. by on, upon) beat lightly. 

e@ 7. 1 a light stroke or tap, esp. with the hand in 
affection etc. 2 the sound made by this. 3 a small 
mass (esp. of butter, formed by patting. 0 pat on the 
back a gesture of congratulation. [Middle English] 

pat? e ad. 1 known thoroughly and ready for any 
occasion. 2 apposite or opportune. esp. unconvin- 
cingly so (gave a pat answer. @ adv. 1 in a pat manner. 

2 appositely. 0 have off (or down) pat know or have 
memorized perfectly. stand pat esp. .\. Amer 1 stick 
stubbornly to one’s opinion or decision. 2 Poker retain 
one’s hand as dealt: not draw other cards. [16th- 
century coinage] O patly adi. patness n. 

patch e 7. 1 a piece of material used to mend a hole 
or as reinforcement. 2 a shicld worn over an eye or eye 
socket. 3 a dressing etc. put over a wound. 4a large or 
irregular distinguishable area. 5 Brit collog. a period 
of time in terms of its characterisuc quality (went 
through a bad patch). 6 a piece of ground. 7 Bri. 
collog. an area assigned to or patrolled by an 
authorized person, esp. a police officer. 8 a 
number of plants growing in one place (bre 
patch. 9 a scrap or remnant. 10 a a temporary 
electrical connection. b Computing a small piece 
of code mserted to correct or enhance a 
program. @ «fr, 1 repair with a patch or patches; 
put a patch or patches on. 2 (of maternal) 
serve as a patch to. 3 put together, 
esp. hastily. 4 (foll. by up) settle 
(a quarrel etc.) esp. hastily or tem- 
porarily, o not a patch on Sri. 
collog. greatly inferior to. [Middle 
English] 0 patcher zn. 

patchouli x. 1 » a strongly scented S. 
Asian shrub of the genus Pogoslemon. 
2 the perfume obtained from this. 
[from Tamil paccul?| 


* 


PATCHOULI 
Pogostemon cablin 


patch pocket 7. one made of a piece of cloth sewn 
on a garment. 

patch test 7. a test for allergy by applying to the 
skin patches containing allergenic substances. 

patchwork en. 1 ¥ needlework in which small pieces 
of cloth in different designs are sewn together to form 


one article such as a quilt. 2 a thing composed of 


various small pieces or fragments. @ alirth.ad). 
1 composed of patchwork pieces. 2 a resembling 
patchwork ( patchwork fields). b pieced together with 
lack of uniformity (patchwork political philosophy). 


PATCHWORK ©)1 BROGADES AND VEIALIS 


patchy adj. ‘patchier. patchiest. 1 uneven in 
quality. 2 having or existing in patches. o patchily 
adv, patchiness n. 

pate 1. achaic or joc. the head. (Middle English] 

paté /pat-ay/ n. a paste of mashed and spiced 
meat or fish etc. [from Old French pasté ‘pasty’ | 

paté de foie gras /pat-ay dé fwah grah/ n. a 
paste of fatted goose liver. [French] 

patella 7. ( p/. patellae /-lee/ the kneecap. > kyu. 
skiieton, (Latin, literally “little dish’] 0 patellar ad). 

paten /pat-¢n/ n. a shallow dish used for the bread 
at the Eucharist. [from Greek patané ‘a plate’] 

patent e 7. 1 a government authority to an individ- 
ual or organization conferring a right or title, esp. 
the sole nght to make or use or sell some invention. 
2 a document granting this authority. 3 an inven- 
tion or process protected by it. @ adj. 1 obvious, 
plain. 2 conferred or protected by patent. 3 a made 
and marketed under a patent: proprietary. b to 
which one has a proprietary claim. 4 ingenious, 
well-contrived. @ vf obtain a patent for (an inven- 
uony. [from Latin patent- “lying open’: n. 
shortening of  /eiters patent] O patency 21. 
patentable ad. patently ad. \in sense | of adj.) 

patentee 1. 1 a person who takes out or holds a 
patent. 2 a person for the time being entitled to the 
benefit of a patent. 

patent leather 7. leather with a glossy varnished 
surface. 
patent medicine 7. medicine made and 

marketed under a patent and ayailable 
without prescription, 

patent office n. an office from which 
patents are issued. 

pater n. Bri. slang father. [Latin] 


sense 2: 


a Usage ater is now only found in jocular 
or affected use. 


paterfamilias 7. the male head of a 
family or household. [{Latin, literally 
‘father of the family} 
paternal ad. 1 of or like or appropriate 
father. 2 related through the 
father. [from Latin paternus| 0 pater- 
nally adi 


to a 


patriarchy 


paternalism 7. the policy or practice of governing 
or behaving in a paternal way. 0 paternalist pn. 
paternalistic adj. paternalistically adv. 

paternity 7. 1 fatherhvod. 2 one’s paternal origin. 
[from Late Latin paternitas| 

paternity suit n. a lawsuit held to determine 
whether a certain man is the father of a certain 
child, 

paternoster 7. 1 a the Lord’s Prayer, esp. in Latin. 
b a rosary bead indicating that this is to be said. 
2 a lift consisting of a series of linked doorless 
compartments circulating continuously. [from 
Latin pater noster ‘our father’, first words of the 
prayer] 

path zn. (pl. paths, 1 a way or track laicl down for 
walking or made by continual treading. 2 the line 
along which a person or thing moves ( flight path). 
3 a course of action or conduct. 4 a sequence of 
operations taken by a system. [Old English] 

pathetic aq. 1 arousing pity, sadness, or contempt. 
2 collog. miserably inadequate. [from Greek 
pathétikos, related to rxvHos| 0 pathetically adv. 

pathetic fallacy 7. the attribution of human feel- 
ings and responses to imanimate things, esp. in art 
and literature. 

pathfinder z. 1 a person who explores new terri- 
tory etc. 2 an aircraft or its pilot sent ahead to 
locate and mark the target area for bombing. 

pathname 2. Computing a description of where an 
item is to be found in a hierarchy of directories. 

patho- comb. form disease. 

pathogen 7. an agent causing disease. O patho- 
genic adj. pathogenous ad). 

pathological adj. 1 of pathology. 2 of or caused by 
a physical or mental disorder. 0 pathologically 
ad, 

pathology 2. 1 the science of bodily diseases. 2 the 
symptoms of a disease. 0 pathologist n. 

pathos 7. a quality in speech, writing, ctc., that 
excites pity or sadness. [Greck, literally ‘suffering’ | 

pathway n. a path or its course. 

patience n. 1 calm endurance of hardship, provo- 
cation. delay. etc. 2 tolerant perseverance or 
forbearance. 3 the capacity for calm self-possessed 
waiting. 4 esp. Bri. a solo card game. 

patient e ad). having or showing patience. @ 7. a 
person receiving or registcred to receive medical 
treaunent. [from Laun patient- ‘suffering’ | OG pa- 
tiently ad: 

patina 7. (/. patinas 1 a film, usu. green, formed 
on the surface of old bronze. 2 a similar film on 
other surfaces. 3 a gloss produced by age on wood- 
work. [{Italian, from Latin patina “dish’|] 0 pat- 
inated ad). patination 7. 

patio n.( pl. -os) La paved usu. roofless area adjoin- 
ing a house. 2 an inner court open to the sky in a 
Spanish or Spanish-American house. [Spanish] 

patisserie /pa-teess-é-ri/ n. 1 a shop where 
pastries are made and sold. 2 pastries collectively 
[based on medieval Latin pasticium ‘pastry ] 

Patna rice n. a variety of rice with long firm grains. 
[from Pata, a district in India} 

patois /pat-wah/ n. (pl. same the dialect in a 
region, differing fundamentally from the litcrary 
language. [French. literally ‘rough specch’| 

patriarch », 1 a man who is the head of a family or 
tribe. 2 (often in pl.) Bibl. any of those regarded as 
fathers of the human race. 3 Ecc/. the title of a chief 
bishop in the Orthodox Church, 4 a the founder of 
an order, science. etc. b a venerable old man. [from 
Greck pater father + arkhés ruler] 0 patriarchal 
ad). 

patriarchate n. 1 the office. see, or residence of an 
ecclesiastical patriarch. 2 the rank of a tribal patri- 
arch. 

patriarchy 7. f/. -1es a form of social org 
von etc. Inwhich aman or men rule and descent is 
reckoned through the male lint 


794) 


patrician 


patrician e 7. 1 fist. a member of the ancient 
Roman nobility. 2 an aristocrat. @ ad. 1 noble, aris- 
tocratic. 2 hist. of the ancient Roman nobility. 
[from Latin paércius ‘having a noble father’| 

patricide 7. 1 the killing of one’s father. 2 a person 
who commits patricide. [based on Latin parricida, 
parrwidium “parricide’| 0 patricidal ad. 


a Usage Sec Usage Note at rarricinn. 


patrimony 7. (//. -ies) 1 property inherited from 
one’s father or ancestor. 2 a heritage. [from Latin 
patrimunium| © patrimonial ad). 

patriot 7, a person who is devoted to and ready to 
defend his or her country. [based on Greek patros 
‘of one’s fathers’] 0 patriotic ad. patriotically 
adv. patriotism 1. 

patrol e 7. 1 the act of walking or travelling around 
an area, esp. at regular intervals, in order to protect 
or supervise it. 2 one or more persous or vehicles 


assigned or sent out on patrol. 3. aa detachment of 


troops sent out to reconnoitre. b such reconnais- 
sance. 4 a routine operational voyage of a ship or 
urcratt. 5 Bri. an official controlling traflic where 
children cross the roacl. 6 a unit of six to eight 
Scouts or Guides. @ 2. (patrolled. patrolling) 1 /. 
carry out a patrol of. 2 i. act as a patrol. [from 
Iench patrouiller ‘to paddle in mud’| o patroller zn. 

patrol car 7. a police car usecl in patrolling roacls 
and streets. 

patrolman ». | f/. -men) (Sa police officer of the 
lowest rank. 

patron 1. , fe. patroness) 1 a person who gives 
financial etc. support to a person, cause, ete. 2 a 
usu. regular customer of a shop etc. [from Latin 
patronus “protector of chents, delender | 

patronage 7. 1 the support, promotion, or encour- 


agement given by a patron. 2 the control of 


appointments to office, privileges, etc. 3a patroniz- 
ing or condescending manner. 4 a customer's 
support for a shop ete 

patronal adj. of or relating to a patron saint (/he 
patronal festaal). [from French| 

patronize ¢./7 ,also -ise: 1 treat condescencinegly. 
2 act as a patron towards. 3 frequent (a shop cte.) as 
a customer. GO patronizing cd). patronizingly adi. 

patron saint #7. the protecting or guiding saint of a 
person, place, ete. 


patronymic e ”. a name derived from the name of 
a father or ancestor, c.g, Johnson, Ranuvich. e adj. (ol 


a name) so derived. [from Greek patronumikos| 
patsy 7. ( p/. -ies: esp..\. Amer slang a person who is 
deceived, ridiculed, etc. |] 9th-century coinage] 


patten 7. hel. ¥ a shoe or clog with a raised sole o1 
set on an iron ring, for walking in mud etc. [from 
Old French pati] 


leather strap 


wooden 7 


hase i7on ring 


PATTEN 


patter! e 7inf. make a rapid succession of taps, as 
of rain ona window pane. @ 7. a rapid succession ol 
taps ete, based on ii 1] 

patter® ev. 1 the rapid speech used by a comedian 
or introduced mto a song, 2 a sales pitch. 3 da 
special language or jargon of a profession ete. @ &. 
Lf. repeat prayers ete.) ina rapid mechanical way. 
2 intr talk elibly or mechanically. [Midelle English, 
from fale, Shortening of pyiresostiR| 

pattern e 7. 1a repeated decorative design on cloth 
eu. 2a regular or logical form. order or arrange: 
mentol parts (behavion pattern), 3 a model or design 
from which Copies can be made. 4 an example ol 


Hon 


excellence (a pattern of elegance). 5 a wooden or metal 
fizure from which a mould is made for a casting. 
6 a sample (of cloth ete.). 7 the marks made by 
bombs etc. on a target or target area. 8 a random 
combination of shapes or colours. @ v.fz 1 (usu. foll, 
by afler, on) model (a thing) on a design etc. 2 dec- 
orate with a pattern. [Middle English patron (see 
pArkon); differentiated in sense and spelling: since 
the 16th 17th century] 

pattern bombing 7. bombing over a large area, 
noton a single target. 

patty v. | p/. -ies) 1a little pie or pastry. 2 a small flat 
cake of minced meat etc. [from French palé ‘pasty’ | 

paucity 7. smallness of number or quantity. [based 
on Latin paucuy few} 

Pauline /paw-lyn/ ad). of or relating to St Paul (‘he 
Pauline Epistles). [based on Latin Paulus Paul 

Paul Jones 7. a ballroom dance in which partners 
are exchanged according to a pattern. [mame of an 
American naval officer, 1747 92] 

paunch 7. the belly or stomach, esp. when protrud- 
ing. [from Latin pantex panticis “howels’] 0 paunchy 
adj. (paunchier, paunchiest). paunchiness 7. 

pauper 7. 1 a person without means; a beggar. 
2 hist. a recipient of poor-law relief. [Latin, literally 
‘poor | 0 pauperism n. pauperize 2/7. (also -ise). 
pauperization n. 

pause en. 1 an interval of inaction, esp. when due 
to hesitation. 2 a break in speaking or reading; a 
silence. 3 .Vfus. a mark (a) over a note or rest that is 
to be lengthened. 4 a control allowing the inter- 
ruplion of the operation of a tape recorder etc. 
@ wnt 1 make a pause; wait. 2 (usu. foll. by upon) 
linger over (a word etc.). [from Greck pausein ‘to 
stop | 


pavane 7. (also pavanj I /is/. a stately dance in slow 
duple ame, performed in elaborate clothing. 2 the 
nousie for this. [French, from Spanish] 

pave i.t, La cover (a strect, floor, ete.) with asphalt, 
stone, cte. b cover or strew (a floor ete.) with 
anything ( paved with flowers). 2 prepare ( paved the way 
for her arrival). |from Old French paver] O paver n. 
paving /. pavior 1, (also paviour). 


pavement ». 1 Bri/. a paved path for pedestrians at 
the side of and a litde higher than a roacl. 2 the 
covering of a surcet, floor, etc., made of usu. 
rectangular stones. 3 .\. Amer a roadway. [from 
Latin paramentumn| 

pavilion 7. 1 Brit. a building at a cricket or other 
sports ground used lor changing, refreshments, ete. 
2 asummer house or other decorative building ina 
varden, 3a large tent at a show, fair, etc. 4 a build- 
ing used for entertainments. 5 a temporary stand at 
an exhibition. [from Latin papilio “butterfly, tent’] 

pavior, paviour sec P\!.. 

pavlova n. a meringue cake with cream and fruit. 
[named after A. Pavlova, Russian ballerina, 
1881 1931 

Pavlovian «d). relating to conditioned reflexes as 
described by Ivan P. Parlov, the Russian physiolo- 

1849 1936, famous for training dogs to 

respond instantly to various stimuli, 


Isl, 


paw en. ba foot of an animal having claws or nails. 
2 vollog. a person’s hand. @ vf, 1 strike or scrape 
with a paw or foot, 2 collog. fondle awkwardly or 
indecently. [from Old French poue] 

pawky «dj. (pawkier, pawkiest; Sv. & dial. 1 drily 
humorous. 2 shrewd. [fron Scots & northern 
English chalect paw “trick’} 0 pawkily adz: 

pawl 7. 1a lever with a catch for the tecth of a 
wheel or bar, 2 .Naut. a shart bar used to lock a 
capstan, windlass, ete, 

pawn! 7. 1 Chess a piece of the smallest size and 
value. t cuss. 2a person used by others for their 
own purposes. [from medieval Latin pedo -onis foot 
solcher’| 

pawn? e 7/7, 1 deposit an object, esp. with a pawn- 
broker, as security for money lent. 2 pledge or 
wager pone ’s fife, honour, ete.) @ van object left as 


Flesh 


payload 


security for money etc. lent. 0 in (or at) pawn (of 
an object etc.) held as security. [from Old French 
pan, pand, pant ‘pledge, security’ 


| pawnbroker 7. a person who lends money at inter- 


est on the security of personal property pawned. 
0 pawnbroking n. 

pawnshop 7. a shop where pawnbroking is 
conducted, 

pawpaw /pii-paw/ 1. (also papaw, papaya /pa- 
pyr/) 1 v an elongated melon-shaped fruit with 
edible orange flesh and small black seeds. 2 a trop- 
ical tree, Carica papaya, bearing this. [from Spanish 
& Portuguese papaya] 


edible 


seeds 


PAWPAW (Carica papaya) 


pax n. 1 the kiss of peace. 2 (as int.) Brit. slang a call 
for a truce (used esp. by schoolchildren). [Latin, 
literally ‘peace’ 

pay @ 2/7 (past and past part. paid) 1 (also absol.) give 
(a person etc.) what is due for goods received, debts 
incurred, etc, 2 a give (a usu. specified amount) for 
work done, a ransom, etc. b (foll. by éo) hand over 
the amount of (wages etc.) to. 3 a give, bestow, or 
express (attention, respect, etc.) (pad them no heed). 
b make (a visit, a cally etc.). 4 (also absol.) (of a busi- 
ness etc.) be profitable or advantageous to (a person 
etc.). 5 reward or punish. 6 (usu. as paid adj.) 
recompense (work, time, etc.) (paid holiday). 7 (usu. 
foll. hy owt, azeay) let out (a rope) by slackening it. 
@ 7. wages; payment. in the pay of employed by. 
pay back I return (money). 2 take revenge on (a 
person). pay dearly (usu. foll. by for) suffer for a 
wrongdoing etc. pay for 1 hand over the price of. 
2 bear the cost of. 3 suffer or be punished for (a 
fault etc.), pay m pay (money) ito a bank account. 
Pay its (or one’s) way cover costs. pay one’s last 
respects show respect towards a dead person by 
attencling the funeral. pay off 1 dismiss (workers) 
with a final payment. 2 collog. yield good results: 
succced, 3 pay (a debt) in full. pay out 1 pay 
(money) from funds under one’s control; spend. 
2 punish, take revenge on (a person). pay one’s 
respects make a polite visit. pay through the 
nose collog. pay much more than a fair price. pay 
up pay the full amount, or the full amount of. put 
paid to Brit. collog. 1 deal effectively with (a 
person). 2 terminate (hopes etc.). [from Latin pacare 
‘to appease’| 0 payee 7. payer n. 

payable e adj. 1 that must be paid: due (payable in 
.lpril). 2 that may be paid. 3 (of a mine etc.) prof 
able, @ n. (in pl) debts owed by a business; 
habilities. 

pay-as-you-earn 7. (olien aifrb.) Bri. the deduc- 
tion of income tax from wages at source. 

payback ». 1 a financial return; a reward. 2 the 
profit from an investment etc. 

payback period ». the length of time required for 
an investment to pay for itself in terms of profits or 
SAVINGS. 

pay bed ». Bri. a hospital bed for private patients. 

pay claim n. Bri. a demand for an increase in pay, 
esp. by a trade union. 

PAYE abhy. Brit. pay-as-you-carn. 

paying guest ”. « boarder. 

payload ». 1 the part of an aircraft’s load yielding 
revenue. 2 a the explosive warhead carried by an 


paymaster 


aircraft or rocket. b the instruments etc. carried by 
a spaceship. > rocker. 3 the goods carried by a road 
vehicle, 

paymaster 7. 1 an official who pays troops, work- 
ers, etc. 2 a person, organization, etc., to whom 
another owes loyalty because of payment given. 
3 (in full Paymaster General) Bri. the Treasury 
minister responsible for payments. 

payment v. 1 the act or an instance of paying. 2 an 
amount paid. 3 reward, recompense. 

pay-off x. collog. 1 an act of payment, esp. a bribe. 
2 return on investment or on a bet. 3 a final 
outcome. 

payola nz. esp. US 1 a bribe offered in return for 
unofficial promotion of a product etc. in the 
media. 2 the practice of such bribery, 

pay-out 7. an instance of money being paid out, 
esp. compensation or dividends. 

pay packet ». Bil. a packet or envelope containing 
an employee’s wages. 

pay-per-view altrib.ad. designating a system of 
charging for watching television based on the 
actual time spent viewing. 

payphone z. a coin box telephone. 

payroll n. a list of employees receiving regular pay. 

payslip 7. a note given to an employee when paid 
detailing the amount of pay, and of tax and insur- 
ance deducted. 

Pb symb. Chem. the clement lead. [Latin plumbum) 

PBX abbr. private branch exchange (private tele- 
phone switchboard). 

PC abby. 1 police constable. 2 Privy Counsellor. 
3 personal computer. 4 politically correct: political 
correctness, 

p-c. abbr. 1 per cent. 2 postcard. 

PCB abbr 1 Computing ¥ printed circuit board. 
2 Chem. polychlorinated biphenyl, any of several 
toxic aromatic compounds formed as waste in 
industrial processes. 

pet. abbr, US per cent. 

Pd sym. Chem. the clement palladium. 

pd. abby. paid. 

PE abby. physical education. 

pea n. 1 aa hardy climbing plant, Pisum satiowm 


Pe. 


A PGB, or printed circuit board, is an elec- 

trical circuit used m most digital equipment, 
including computers. It is made by laying * 

tracks of a conductor such as copper on to 

one or both sides of an insulaung board. 


PCB PROM A GOMPUTER insulating board 


copper tracks 
connect 
components —__ 


capacitor —~ 


COMMUNE - 
cations 


chip 


integrated —— (a 
ered 


peseytans 


i 
commer toon to wattle heated 


(family Leguminosae}, with seeds growing in pods 
and used for food. & vecriasi. b ils seed. > sxep. 
2 any of several similar leguminous plants (sweet 
pea). [back-formation from prsr, taken as pl.] 
pea-brain 2. collog. a stupid or dim-witted person. 
O pea-brained ad}. 
peace n. 1 a quiet; tranquillity. b mental calm. 


2 a (often attrib.) freedom from or the cessation of 


war. b (esp. Peace) a treaty of peace between states 
etc. at war. 3 freedom from civil disorder. 4 Eccl. a 
ritual liturgical greeting. 5 (the peace) civil order. 
0 at peace I in a state of friendliness. 2 serene. 
3 ceuphem. dead. hold one’s peace keep silent, 
keep the peace prevent, or refrain from, strife. 
make one’s peace (often foll. by czf) re-establish 
friendly relations. make peace bring about peace. 
[from Latin pax pacis| 

peaceable adj. 1 disposed to peace; unwar-  \, 
like. 2 free from disturbance; peaceful. aS 
O peaceableness 7. peace- 
ably adv. 

Peace Corps 7. l[/S an 
organization sending young 
people to work as volunteers in 
developing countries. 

peace dividend 2. public money 
which becomes available when 
spending on defence is reduced. 

peaceful ad. 1 characterized by peace. 
2 not violating peace ( peaceful coexistence). 
O peacefully ad. peacefulness n. 

peacekeeper 7. a person or organization 
that keeps or maintains peace. G peacekeeping n. 
& attrib.ad). 

peacenik ». collog., often derog. a member of a paci- 
fist movement. 

peace-offering 7. a propitiatory or conciliatory 
eift. 

peace pipe n. a tobacco pipe as a token of peace 
amon N. American Inclians. 

peacetime 7. a period when a county Is not at war. 

peach'e». 1 aa round juicy stone fruit with downy 
cream or yellow skin flushed with red. & rrun. b (in 
full peach tree) the tree, Prunus persica, bearing it. 
2 the yellowish-pink colour of a peach. 3 collog. aa 


Components such as integrated circuits, 
resistors, and capacitors can be soldered to 
the surface of the board, or attached by 
inserting their connecting pins or wires into 
holes drilled in the board. 


modem / printer connector 


: 
: 
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cape torte 


PEACOCK BUTTERFLY 
(Inachis io) 


pearl 


person or thing of superlative quality. b an attrac- 
tive young woman. e adj. of a yellowish-pink colour. 
[from Latin persicum (malum) ‘Persian (apple)’| 
O peachy adj. (peachier, peachiest). 

peach? wiz. (usu. fol. by against, on) esp. Brit. collog. 
turn informer; inform. [from Old French empechier 
‘to impeach’ ] 

peach Melba ». a dish of ice cream and peaches 
with liqueur or sauce. [named after Nelhe Afe/ba 
(see MiLB sauct)] 

peacock nr. a male peafowl, having brilliant 
plumage and a tail (with eyclike markings) that can 
be expanded erect in display like a fan. [Middle 
English] 

peacock blue e 7. the lustrous greenish blue of a 
peacock’s neck. @ adj. (hyphenated when aftrib.) of 

this colour. 
ye peacock butterfly n. < a butterfly, 
Inachis io, with eyelike mark- 

ings on its wings. 
peafowl 7. a pheasant of 
the genus Pavo, a peacock 
or peahen. 

pea green e 7. a bright 

green colour. @ adj. (hyphen- 

ated when attrb.) of this colour. 


peahen 7. a female peafowl. 

peak’ e 7. 1 a projecting usu. 
pointed part, esp.: a the pointed top 

of a mountain, b a mountain with a 

peak. ¢ a stiff brim at the front of a 

cap. 2 a the highest point in a curve 
(on the peak of the wave). b the time of greatest success 
(in a carcer ete.). c the highest pomt on a graph ete. 
@ vinir. reach the highest value, quality, etc. (ouput 
peaked in September). @ attrib.adj. of or at the highest 
frequency, rate. level, etc. (peak shopping times). 
0 peaked adj. peaky ad). peakiness n. 

peak® vini: 1 waste away. 2 (as peaked ad.) 
pinched; sickly-looking. [Middle English] 

peak hour 7. esp. Bri. the time of the most intense 
traffic ete. 

peaky «adj. (peakier, peakiest) 1 sickly; puny. 
2 white-faced. 

peal e 7. 1 a the loud ringing of a bell or bells, esp. a 
series of changes. b a set of bells. 2 a loud repeated 
sound, esp. of thunder, laughter, etc. @ wu 1 mz sound 
forth in a peal. 2 &% utter sonorously. 3 & ring (bells) in 
peals. [Middle English, related to appear] 

peanut 7. 1 a Ieguminous plant, Arachis hypogaea, 
bearing pods that ripen underground and contain 
seeds used as food and yielding oil. 2 the seed of 
this plant. 3 (in fl.) collog. a paltry or trivial thing or 
amount, esp. of money. 

peanut butter 7. a paste of ground roasted peanuts. 

pear 7. 1 a yellowish or brownish-green fleshy fruit, 
tapering towards the stalk. 2 (im full pear tree) any 
of various trees of the genus Pyrus bearing it. [from 
Latin pirum} 

pear drop 2. a smal] sweet with the shape of a pear. 

pearl'e 7. 1 a (often atirih,) ¥ a usu. white or bluish- 
grey hard mass formed within the shell of a 
pearl-oyster or other bivalve mollusc, highly prized 
as a gem. & cem. b an imitation of this. ¢ (in pi.) a 
necklace of pearls. d (usu. adtr’b.) = MO MLR-OF-PLARI 
2 a precious thing; the finest example. 3 any- 
thing resembling a pearl, e.g a 
dewdrop, tear, etc. @ ad. of 
the colour of pearl: bluish 
grey. @ v. 1 ér poet. sprinkle 
with pearly drops. 2 / re- 
duce (barley ete.) to small 
rounded grains. 3. intr. 
fish for pearl-oysters. 
4 intr. poet. form pearl- 
like drops. [from Old 
French perle| O pearler vn. 


pearl 


mathe 
of pearl 


PEARL IN \N 
OVSTLLE SITLL 
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pearl 


pearl? 7. Bri. = vicor. [variant of pcre’) 

pearl barley 7. barley reduced to small round 
grains by grinding. 

pearl bulb ». Bri. a translucent electric light bulb. 


pearlescent adj. having a lustre resembling that of 


mother-of-pearl. 

pearl onion 7. a very small onion used in pickles. 

pearl-oyster n. any of various marine bivalve 
molluscs of the genus Pinctada, bearing pearls. 

pearly e ad). \pearlier. pearliest) 1 resembling a 
pearl; lustrous. 2 containing pearls or mother-of- 
pearl. 3 adorned with pears. @ x. (pi. -ies) (in pi.) 
Brit. 1 pearly kings and queens. 2 a pearly king’s or 
queen's clothes or pearl buttons. 3 s/ang teeth. 

Pearly Gates 1.p/. collog. the gates of Heaven. 

pearly king 7. (also pearly queen) Bri. a London 
costermonger (or his wife) wearing clothes covered 
with pearl buttons. 

pearly nautilus see \\i iis. 

pearmain 2. a variety of apple with firm white 
flesh. [Middle English in sense ‘pear’: from Old 
French parmain| 

peasant ”. 1 a worker on the land, a farm labourer 
or small farmer. 2 deryg a boor. a lout. [from Old 
French paisent] O peasantry n. | p/. -ies). peasanty 
ad). 

pease 7).p/. archaw peas. [from Greek puson (see rta)] 

pease pudding ». esp. Bri/. a dish of split peas 
(served esp. with boiled ham). 

pea-shooter 7. a small tube for blowing dried peas 
through as a toy, 

pea-souper 7. Bri. collog. a thick yellowish fog, 

peat 7. 1 vegetable matter partly decomposed in 
wet acid conditions to form a brown deposit like 


soil, used for fuel ete. & wou, coar. 2 a cut piece of 


this. [from Anglo-Latin peta] 0 peaty ad). 

peatbog 2. a bog composed of peat. 

peatmoss 1. La peathog. 2 = sriwint at. 

pebble ». a small smooth stone worn by the action 
of water, [Old English papel-stan ‘pebble-stone’, 
pyppelripig pebble-stream’] B pebbled ad. pebbly 
ad). 

pebble-dash 7. esp. Brit. mortar with pebbles in it 
used as a coating for external walls. o pebble- 
dashed ad. 

pecan 7, 1m a 
pinkish-brown 
smooth nut with 
an edible kernel. 
2 a hickory. Garya 
ihinoensts, produ- 
cing this. Jearher 
pacan, of Algon- 
quian origin| 

peccadillo ». | //. 
-oes or -os) a trifling 
offence: a venial sin. 
[irom Spanish —pec- 
adillo “hile sin] 


kernel 


nut / 


PECAN (Carya illinvensiy) 


peccary 7. (f/. -ies) any American wild piglike 
mammal of the family Tayassuidae. [from Garih 
[tntre| 


peck! ee 1 strike or bite (something; with a beak. 
2 kiss hastily or perfunctorily. 3 a make (a hole) by 
pecking. b (foll. by ou, off) remove by pecking, 4 (also 
abyol.).collog. nibble at. en. 1 aa stroke or bite with a 
beak. b a mark made by this. 2 a hasty or perfunc- 
tory kiss. o peck at 1 eat (food) listle ssly. 2 carp al, 
3 strike repeatedly with a beak. (Midclle English] 

peck? n. 1 a measure of capacity for dry goods, 
equal to a quarter of a bushel. 2 a vessel used to 
contain this amount. 0 a peck of a large number 
or amount of, [from Anglo-French peh| 

pecker 1. La bird that pecks tzeaudpecher), 2\. Amer. 
coarse slang the penis. O keep your pecker up Srit. 
collog. remain cheerful. 


pecking order 2. (als peck order) a social hier- 
archy, 
peckish adj. callog. Lesp. Bri. hungry. 2 CS irritable 


O02 


pectin 7. Biochem. any of various soluble gelatinous 
polysaccharides found in ripe fruits etc. and used as 
a setting agent in jams etc. [based on Greek peéktos 
‘congealed | & pectic ad). 

pectoral e adj. 1 of or relating to the breast or chest 
(pectoral fin). 2 worn on the chest ( pectoral cross). @ n. 
1 (esp. in pl.) a pectoral muscle. 2 a pectoral fin. 
> ws. [based on Latin pectus pectoris ‘breast, chest] 

peculate wi, & intr, embezzle (money). [based on 
Latin peculatus ‘embezzled’| 0 peculation n. 

peculiar adj. 1 strange; odd; unusual. 2 a (usu. foll. 
by fo) belonging exclusively (@ fashion peculiar to the 
time). b belonging to the individual (i their own pecu- 
liar way). 3 special (a point of pecultar interest). [from 
Latin peculiaris ‘of private property | 

peculiarity 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a idiosyncrasy, unusual- 
ness; oddity. b an instance of this. 2 a characteristic 
(meanness is his pecularity). 3 the state of being peculiar. 

peculiarly ad. 1 more than usually; especially 
| peculiarly annoying). 2 oddly. 3 as regards oneself’ 
alone (does not affect him peculiarly). 

pecuniary adj. 1 of, concerning, or consisting of 
money (pecuniary aid). 2 (of an offence) entailing a 
money penalty, [based on Latin pecunia ‘money’ | 
0 pecuniarily ad. 

pedagogue n. 1 archaic a schoolmaster. 2 a usu. 
strict or pedantic teacher. {from Greek pais paidos 
‘boy’ + agdgos ‘guide’) 0 pedagogic ad. pedagog- 
ical adj. pedagogically ad:. 

pedagogy 1. the science of teaching. [from Greek 
paidagisia| 0 pedagogics n. 

pedal! e x. any of several types of foot-operated 
levers or controls for mechanisms, esp.: 1 either of 
a pair of levers for transmitting power to a bicycle 
wheel ete. & merci. 2 any of the foot-operated 
controls in a motor vehicle. 3 any of the foot- 
operated keys of an organ. & orcan, 4 each of 
the foot-levers on a piano, harp, ete, & rivxo, ¢ 
trkiGH!. @ 7 (pedalled, pedalling, US 
pedaled. pedaling) 1 int, operate a bicycle, 
organ, etc. by using the pedals. 2 fx work (a hi- 
cycle ctc.) with the pedals. [from Latin, related to 
nov.2] a pedaller n. (L/S pedaler). 

pedal? adj. Zool. of the foot or feet (esp. 
mollusc). [based on Latin pes pedis ‘foot’] 

pedal cycle 1. a bicycle. 

pedalo n. Brit. (pi. -os or -oes) a pedal-operated 
pleasure boat. 

pedal pusher ». 1 \in //,) 
trousers. 2 collog. a cyclist. 

pedant 7. 1 a person who insists on strict adherence 
to formal rules or literal meaning at the expense of 
a wider view. 2 a person who rates academic learn- 
ing or technical knowledge above everything. [from 
French pédant] 0 pedantic adj. pedantically adi. 
pedantry 1. (//. -ies). 

peddle 7. 1 / a sell (gods), esp. in small quantities, 
as a pedlar. b advocate or promote (ideas ete.). 2 dr 
sell (drugs) illegally. 3 int, engage in selling, esp. as 
a pedlar. [back-formation from pepr.aR} 

peddler 7. 1 a person who sells drugs illegally. 2 US 


var. of pLpLar. 


of a 


women’s calf-length 


pederast 7. a man who performs pederasty. 

pederasty ». anal intercourse between a man and a 
boy. [based on Greek pais 
paidos hoy + erastés lover | 

pedestal 7. 1 » the part 
of a column below the 
base. comprising — the 
plinth and the daclo il 
present. 2 the stone etc. 


plinth - 
pedes tal 


dado — 


PEDESTAL 


peeling 


base of a statue etc. 3 either of the two supports of 
a kneehole desk or table, usu. containing drawers. 
4 an upright support of a machine, apparatus, etc. 
O put (or set) on a pedestal admire dispropor- 
tionately, idolize. [from Italian yredestallo| 

pedestal table x. a table with a single central 
support. 

pedestrian e 7. 1 (often aitrib.) a person who is 
walking, esp. in a town, 2 a person who walks 
competitively. @ adj. prosaic; dull. [from Latin 
pedester| O pedestrianism n. pedestrianize ».1r. 
& intr (also -ise). pedestrianization rn. 

pedestrian crossing 7. a specified part of a road 
where pedestrians have right of way to cross. 

pedestrian precinct 7. an area of a town 
restricted to pedestrians. 

pediatrics US var. of rarpiarrics. 

pedicure z. 1 the care or treatment of the feet, esp. 
of the toenails. 2 a person practising this. [based on 
Latin pes pedis ‘foot’ + curare “take care of | 

pedigree n. 1 (often alirb) a recorded line of 
descent of a person or esp. a pure-bred domestic 
animal. 2 a genealogical table. [from Anglo-French 
pé de grue ‘crane’s foot’, a mark denoting succession 
in pedigrees] G pedigreed acd). 

pediment 7. 1 W the triangular front part of a 
building in classical style, surmounting esp. a 
portico of columns, > mrcape. 2 a similar part of a 
building in baroque or mannerist style. 0 pedi- 
mental adj. pedimented ad). 


PEDIMENT 


pedlar 7. (US peddler) 1 a travelling seller of small 
items. 2 (usu. foll. by of) a retailer of gossip etc. 
[Middle English] 0 pedlary z. 


. ~ 
pedo- U’S var. of pvepo-, 


pedometer 7. an instrument for estimating the 
distance travelled on foot by recording the number 
of steps taken. [from French pédometre| 

peduncle 7, Bo/, the stalk of a flower, fruit, or clus- 
(er, esp. a main stalk bearing a solitary flower or 
subordinate stalks. invrorescence. [based on Latin 
pes pedis ‘foot| 0 peduncular ad). pedunculate 
ad). 

pedunculate oak 7. a common oak, Quercus robur. 
in which clusters of acorns are borne on long 
stalks. 

pee collog. @ v. (pees, peed) 1 imix urinate. 2 &. 
discharge (blood etc.) when urinating. @ ». 1 an act 
of urinating. 2 urine, [initial letter of ris] 

peek e .i/r. (usu. foll. by in, out, at) look quickly or 
slyly; peep. @ m. a quick or sly look. [Middle English} 

peekaboo e ad. 1 (of a garment etc.) transparent 
or having a pattern of holes which reveal the skin 
below, 2 (of a hairstyle) concealing one eye with a 
fringe or wave. @ 7. a game of hiding and suddenly 
reappearing, played with a young child (also as zi.), 

peel e 1 / a strip the skin, rind, bark, wrapping, 
ete. from. b (usu. foll. by off) strip (skin, peel, etc.) 
from. 2 intr, a (of a tree, a body, ete.) become hare 
of bark, skin, etc. b (often foll. by off) (of bark, skin, 
etc.) flake off. 3 intr (often foll. by off) collog. (of a 
person) strip for exercise etc. @ z, the outer covering 
ol a fruit, vegetable, etc. o peel off 1 veer away 
and detach oneself from a group, formation, etc. 
2 vollog. swip off one’s clothes, [from Latin pilare ‘to 
stip hair from’) o peeler 7. (in sense 1 of x). 

peeling 7. a strip of the outer skin of a vegetable, 
truit, ete. potato peelings). 


* precn 


peen 


peen e 7. < the wedge-shaped or 
thin or curved end of a hammer 
head. @ w/z hammer with a peen. 
[16th-century coinage} 
peep! e v.iniz. 1 (usu. foll. by al, in, out, into) 
look through a narrow opening; look 
furtively. 2 (usu. foll. by owt) a (of daylight, 
a flower etc.) emerge. b (of a quality etc.) 
show itself unconsciously. @ 7. 1 a furtive 
or peering glance. 2 the first appearance 
(at peep of day). (Middle English] 
peep® e vintz make a shrill feeble sound 
as of young birds etc, @ 7. 1 such a sound. 
2 a slight sound or utterance (nol a peep out of them). 
peeper x. I a person who peeps. 2 collog. an eye. 
3 US slang a private detective. 
peephole 7. a small hole that may be looked through. 
peeping Tom 7. a furtive voyeur. 
peep-show 2. a small exhibition of pictures etc. 
viewed through a lens or hole set into a box ete. 
peep-toe altrb.adj. (also peep-toed) Brit. (of a shoe) 
leaving the toes partly exposed. 
peer! wink: 1 (usu. foll. by mo, at, etc.) look keenly or 


PEEN: 
HAMMER 
WITH A 

PEEN 


with difficulty ( peered into the fog). 2 peep out. [variant of 


obsolete (except dialect) pire| 

peer’ ex. Ll a( jem. peeress) a member of one of the 
degrees of the nobility in Britain or Ireland. b a noble 
of any country. 2 a person who, or thing which, is 
equal in ability, standing, age, etc. @ ris G & (usu. 
foll. by wth) rank or cause to rank equally. [from Latih 
par ‘equal’| o peerless aq. (in sense 2 of 7.). 

peerage 7. 1 peers as a class. 2 the rank of peer or 
peeress (a life peerage). 

peer group 7. a group of people of the same age, 
status, etc. 

peer of the realm ». (also peer of the United 
Kingdom) any of the class of peers whose adult 
members may all sit in the House of Lords. 

peer pressure 7. influence from members of one’s 
peer group. 

peeve collog. @ vl. (usu. as peeved adj.) annoy; vex. 
e@ 7. 1 4 cause of annoyance. 2 vexation. [back- 
formation from prrvisn] 

peevish ad. querulous; irritable. {Middle English in 
sense “foolish, mad, spiteful’) o peevishly adz. 
peevishness 7. 

peewit 7. (also pewit) 1 a lapwing. 2 its cry. 

peg ez. 1 aa usu.‘cylindnical pin or bolt of wood, 
metal, etc., often tapered at one end, and used for 
holding things together, hanging garments on. 
securing a tent, etc. b a bung for stoppering a cask 
etc. c each of several pegs used to ughten or loosen 
the strings of a violin etc. & sirinctp. d a small 
matchstick etc. stuck into holes in a board for calcu- 
lating the scores at cribbage. 2 Brit. = choitus-prc. 
3 Brit. a measure of spirits or wine. @ v./ (pegged. 
pegging) I (usu. foll. by down, in, oul, etc.) fix (a 
thing) with a peg. 2 Econ. stabilize (prices. wages, 
etc.). 3 mark (the score) with pegs on a cribbage 
board. o off the peg esp. Bri. (of clothes) ready- 
made. peg away (ofien foll. by af) Brit. work 
consistently and esp. for a long period. peg out 
1 Brit. slang dic. 2 mark the boundaries of (land 
etc.). a square peg in a round hole a misfit. 
take a person down a peg or two humble a 
person. [Middle English] 

pegboard ». a board having a regular pattern ol 
small holes for pegs, used for commercial displays, 
vaimes, CLC. 

peg-leg x. collog. 1 an artificial leg. 2 a person with 
an artificial leg, 

pejorative e ad). (of a word etc.) depreciatory, @ 7. 
a depreciatory word. [based on Latin pejor ‘worse’ | 
G pejoratively adv. 

Peking duck x. a Chinese dish consisting of strips 
of roast duck served with shredded vegetables and 
a sweet sauce. 

Pekingese also Pekinese) @ n. (pl. samc) 1 (usu. 
Pekinese) a lapdog of a short-legged breed with 
long hair and a snub nose. & pow. 2 a citizen of 


Beijing (Peking) in China. 3 the form of the 
Chinese language used in Beijing. e ad. of or 
concerning Beijing or its language or citizens. 
pekoe n. a superior kind of black tea. [from 
Chinese dialect pek-ho] 
pelagian e adj. inhabiting the open sea. @ 7, an inhabi- 
tant of the open sea. {from Greek felagios ‘of the sea’) 
pelagic adj. 1 of or performed on the open sea. 
2 (of marine life) belonging to the upper layers of 
the open sea. [from Greek pelagikos] 
pelargonium 7. a plant of the genus Pelargonium, 
with red, pink, or white flowers and often fragrant 
leaves. [modern Latin] 
pelf x. derog. or joc. money; wealth. [from Old French 
pelfre, peufre ‘spoils’, related to rier] 
pelican 1, ¥ any large waterbird of the family Pele- 
canidae, with a long bill and a 
—, pouch for storing fish. [from 
B Greek pelekan] 


pouch 


PELICAN: 
DALMATLAN PELICAN 
(Pelecanus crispus) 


pelican crossing ». (in the UK) a pedestrian cross- 
ing with traffic lights operated by pedestrians. [from 
pedestrian light controlled, respelt after the bird name] 

pelisse 7. /isi. 1 a woman’s long cloak with 
armheles or sleeves. 2 a fur-lined cloak, esp. as part 
of a hussar’s uniform. [from medieval Latin pellicia 
(vestis) (garment) of fur’] 

pellagra 1. a disease caused by deficiency of nico- 
tinic acicl, characterized by cracking of the skin, 
JItalian, based on pelle “skin’| 0 pellagrous ad). 

pellet e 7. 1 a small compressed ball of paper, 
bread, etc. 2 a pill. 3 a a small mass of bones ete. 
regurgitated by a bird of prey. b a small hard piece 
of usu. rodent excreta. 4a piece of small shot. @ w/z. 
(pelleted. pelleting) make into a pellet or pellets. 
[from Latin pila “ball’] o pelletize vl (also -ise). 

pellicle 7. a thin skin, membrane, or film, [from 
Latin pellicula little skin’| a pellicular ad). 

pell-mell e ad. 1 headlong, recklessly. 2 in disorder 
or confusion, @ ad. confused. tumultuous. @ x. confu- 
sion; a mixture. [from Old French peste mesle, mesle peste, 
etc., reduplication based on mesler ‘to mix’) 

pellucid ad. 1 \of water. light, etc.) wansparent. 
clear. 2 (of style, speech, ete.) not 
3 mentally clear. [based on Latin perlucere ‘to shine 
through’| Go pellucidity x. pellucidly ad. 

pelmet 7. a narrow border of cloth, wood, etc. 
above esp. a window, concealing the curtain rail. 


confused. 


pelota ». 1 a Basque or Spanish game played in a 
walled court with a ball and basket-like rackets 
attached to the hand. 2 the ball used in this, [Span- 
ish, literally *ball’] 

pelt'e @ 1 / (usu. foll. by xh) a hurl many small 
inissiles at. b strike repeatedly with missiles. ¢ assail 
with insults etc. 2 indz (usu. foll. by down) (of rain 
etc.) fall quickly and torrentially. 3 itr run fast. @ 7. 
the act or an instance of pelting. 0 at full pelt as 
fast as possible. [Middle English] 

pelt? 1. the undressecl skin of a fur-bearing mamunal. 
[Middle English, from Latin pellis ‘skin’| o peltry 

pelvic ad). of or relating to the pelvis or the organs 
it encloses (e.g. the uterus). 

pelvic girdle 7, the bony or cartilaginous structure 
in vertebrates to which the posterior limbs are 
attached. 


pen 


pelvis 7. (p/ pelvises or pelves /-veez/) a basin- 
shaped cavity in most vertebrates, formed from the 
bones of the haunch with the sacrum and other veric- 
brae. > Hip jou, skctevon. [Latin, literally ‘basin’] 

pemmican 7. 1 a cake of dried pounded meat 
mixed with melted fat, originally made by N. 
American Indians. 2 becf so weated and flavoured 
with currants etc. for use by Arctic travellers etc. 
(from Algonquian pimecan| 

PEN abér. International Association of Poets, Play- 
wrights, Editors, Essayists, and Novelists. 

pen'e 7. 1 ¥ an instrument for writing or drawing 
with ink. > cauucrarny, 2 a (usu. prec. by the) the 
occupation of writing. b a style of writing. 3: Zool. 


| PEN 


The basic components of a pen are a 
writing point, ink reservoir, and external 
housmg. Types of writing points used 
include nibs (fountain pen), rotating ball 
(ballpoint pen), or felt or nylon point 
(felt-tip pen). Ink reservoirs are usually 
replaced when depleted, but some, such 
as the one shown here, can be refilled. 
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pen 


the tapering internal cartilaginous shell of a squid. 
@ w./r. (penned, penning) t write. 2 compose and 
write. 0 put pen to paper begin writing. [from 
Latin penna “teather’| 

pen’ e 7. 1 a small enclosure for cows, sheep, etc. 
2 a place of confinement. @ utr (penned, 
penning) (often foll. by i, up) enclose or shut up, 
esp. ina pen. [Old Eneglish| 

pen® rn. a female swan. {1 6th-century coinage] 

pen’ n. US slang = vexiieniiary 2. 

penal «adj. 1 a of or concerning punishment or its 
inflicuon. b (of an offence) punishable, esp. by law. 
2 extremely severe (penal taxation). [based on Latin 
poena ‘pain’] 0 penally ado. 

penalize w./7, (also -ise) 1 subject (a person) to a 
penalty or comparative disadvantage. 2 make or 
declare (an action) penal. 0 penalization n. 

penal servitude 7. /is!. imprisonment 
compulsory labour. 

penalty 1. (//. -ies) 1 a a punishment, esp. a fine, 
for a breach of contract etc. b a fine paid. 2 a 
disadvantage, loss, ctc., esp. as a result of one’s own 
actions. 3 a disadvantage imposed in a game etc. 
for a breach of the rules etc. O under (or on 
penalty of under the threat of (dismissal ete.). 
{from medieval Latin penatitas, related to pina] 

penalty area 7. Hootball the ground in front of the 
goal in which a foul by defenders involves the 
award of a penalty kick. & poor 

penalty kick x. Fovlhall a free-kick at the goal, 
given after a foul in the penalty area. 

penalty shoot-out sec sioo ror 2. 

penalty spot see sror 2. 2c. 

penance e 7. I an act of self-punishment as repar- 
ation for guilt. 2 a (in the RG and Orthodox 
Church) a sacrament including confession of and 
absolution for a sin. b a penalty imposed, esp. by a 
priest, for a sin, @ fn impose a penance on. G do 
penance perform a penance. [from Latin paenien- 
ta| 

pen and ink e ». 1 the instruments of writing. 2 writ- 
ing. @ adj. jpen-and-ink) drawn or written with mk. 

pence x. 1 pl. of pixay. 2 collog. = pivny 1. 

penchant /pahn-shahn/ x. an 
liking. [French, literally ‘inclining’ | 

pencil e 7. 1 (often a/irh.) a an instrument for writ- 


with 


imclination or 


ing or drawing, usu. consisung of a thin rod of 


graphite etc. enclosed in a wooden cylinder. b a 
similar instrument with a metal or plastic cover and 
retractable lead. © a cosmetic in pencil form. 
2 (atirib.) resembling a pencil in shape (pencil skirt). 
@ vf. (pencilled, pencilling, [’S penciled, 
penciling) 1 tint or mark with or as if with a 
pencil. 2 ,usu. fol. by im) a write, esp. tentatively or 
provisionally. b .esp. as pencilled adj.) fill (an area) 
with soft pencil strokes. [from Latin penicillum 
*paintbrush’] 6 penciller 7. 
pencil case 7). a container lor pencils ete. 
pencil sharpener ». a device for sharpening a 
pencil by rotating it against a 
cutting edge. 
pendant ». 1 <a hanging jewel 
etc., esp. one attached to a neck- 
. 3 lace ete. 2 a light fitting ete.. 
hanging from a ceiling, [from Old 
French] 
pendent «adj. (also pendant 
1 a hanging. b overhanging, 2 un- 
decided; pending, [based on Latin 
pendere to hang’| BD pendency v. 
pending e predi.ad. 1 awaiting 
decision or setdement (a sefllement 
way pending). 2 about to come into 
existence (patent pending). @ prep. 
1 cluring | pending these negohahons). 
2 until (pending has 
[suggested by French pendant 


A necklace 
oe 


return, 
crystal 
pendant ‘hanging’ | 

pending tray 7. Jnl. a tray lon 


PENDANT clocuments etc awwuine altenuon. 


HO] 


pendulous adj. 1 (of cars, breasts, 
flowers, branches, etc.) hanging 
down; drooping. 2 swinging; oscillat- 
ing. [from Latin pendulus| 0 pen- 
dulously adv. ; 

pendulum x. » a weight suspended 
so as to swing freely, esp. 
a rod with a weighted 


: clock’s 
end regulating the HOVES! chanin 
ment of a clock’s works. 

{Latin, literally  ‘free- 

hanging thing’) rod 
penetrate v. 1 i a find 

access mto or through, 

esp. forcibly. b (usu. foll. 
by with) imbue (a person pendulum 

or thing) with; perme- controls 

ate. 2 ix see into, find  clock’s 


out, or discern (a per- 
son’s mind, the truth, a 
meaning, etc.). 3 in see 
through (darkness, fog, 
etc.) (could not penetrate the 
gloom). 4 intr, be ab- 
sorbed by the mind (my 
hint did nol penetrate). 5 tr. 
(as penetrating adj.) a having 

or suggesting sensitivity or insight (@ 
penetrating remark). b (of a voice etc.) 
easily heard through or above other 
sounds. 6 fr (of a man) put the penis 
into the vagina of (a woman). 7 intr 
(usu. foll. by into, through, to) make a way. [based on 
Latin penetratus ‘placed or entered within’| 0 pene- 
trable adj. penetrability n. penetrant adj. & n. 
penetratingly adv. penetration n. penetrative 
adj. penetrator 7. 

pen-feather 7. a quill-feather of a bird’s wing, 

penfriend 7. Bri. a friend communicated with by 
letter only. 

penguin 7). ¥ any flightless seabird of the family 
Spheniscidae of the southern hemisphere, with 
black upper parts and white underparts, and wings 
developed into scaly flippers for swunming under- 
water, [16th-century coinage, originally in sense 
‘oreat auk’| 

penicillate adj. Biol. 1 having or forming a small 


movement i a 


falling weight 
drives clock’s 
mechanism 


PENDULUM 
OF A CLOCK 


PENGUIN 


Penguins are stout-bodied, 
flightless birds aclapted for 
a marine existence. Vheir 
flipper-like wings make 
them excellent swim- 
mers. The lack of a 
flexible elbow joint, 

which means that the wing 


hiehtweight 
horny beak 


cervical 
vertebrae 


penniless 


tuft or tufts. 2 marked with streaks as of a pencil or 
brush. 

penicillin x. any of various antibiotics produced 
naturally by moulds of the genus Penicillum, or 
synthetically, and able to prevent the growth of 
certain disease-causing bacteria. [from Latin pent- 
cillum “paintbrush | 

penile adj. of or concerning the penis. 

peninsula 7. a piece of land almost surrounded by 
water or projecting far into a sea or lake ete. [from 
Latin paene ‘almost’ + insula ‘island’| G peninsular 
ad). 

penis 7. (//. penises or penes /-neez/) 1 the 
male organ of copulation and (in mammals) 
urination. > repRoDUCTIVE ORGANS. 2 the male copu- 
latory organ in lower vertebrates. [Latin, literally 
tail’) 

penitent e adj. regretting and wishing to atone for 
sins etc, @ n. 1 a repentant sinner. 2 a person doing 
penance under the direction of a confessor. 3 (in 
pl.) various RC orders associated for mutual disci- 
pline and the giving of aid to criminals, prostitutes, 
etc. [from Latin paenitent- ‘repenting’| 0 penitence 
n. penitently ade. 

penitential adj. of or concerning penitence or 
penance. 0 penitentially adv. 

penitentiary e 7. (//. -ies) \V. Amer. a reformatory 
prison. @ adj. 1 of or concerning penance. 2 of or 
concerning reformatory treatment. {from medieval 
Latin paenitentianus| 

penknife 7. (/. penknives) a small folding knife. 

penlight ». a small electric torch shaped like a foun- 
tain pen. 

penman 7. (//. -men) 1 a person who writes by 
hand with a_ specified skill. 2 an author. 
0 penmanship 2. 

pen-name 7. a literary pscudonym. 

pennant 7. 1 Navi. a (apering flag, esp. that flown at 
the masthead of a vessel in commission. 2 = pENNoN. 
3 .N. Amer. a flag denoting a sports championship 
etc. [blend of pennant and eennon] 

penne /pen-ay/ 2. pasta in the form of short wide 
tubes. [Italian, literatly ‘quills’| 

penniless ad. having no money; 
O pennilessly ad:xpennilessness n. 


destitute. 


EXAMPLES OF PENGUINS 


A he 


is stiff ancl moves only at the al GALAPAGOS 
shoulders, and the lack of (Eudyptula PENGUIN 
flight feathers are furcula nan (Spheniscus 
characteristic features — (clavicle) mendiculus) 
of penguins. 

sloul 

body nee ADELIE PENGUIN 

eae a. \Prgoscelis adeliae 


sel far 
back on 

body ——— 
_ narrore 
prgostrle [lipper- 
(fused 


vertebrae) 


PENGUIN 
SKELELON 


like wing 


LMPELROR PENGUIN 
(Aptenodytes forsteri) 


pennon 


~~ deep 


swallow-tail 


PENNON 


pennon 7. 1 A a long narrow flag, triangular or 
swallow-tailed, esp. as the military ensign of lancer 
regiments. 2 Naut. a long pointed streamer on a 
ship. [from Latin penna ‘feather’] 6 pennoned adj. 

penn/’orth var. of pennyworrn, 

penny . (f/. for separate coins -ies, for a sum of 
money pence) I a British bronze coin and monet- 
ary unit equal to one-hundredth of a pound. 2 fist. 
a former British coin and monetary unit equal to 
one two-hundred-and-fortieth of a pound. 3 WV. Amer. 
a one-cent coin. G like a bad penny continually 
returning when unwanted. pennies from 
heaven unexpected benefits. the penny drops 
Bnit. collog. one begins to understand at last. a 
pretty penny a large sum of money. two a 
penny almost worthless though easily obtained. 
[Old English] 

penny black 7. fist. the first adhesive postage 
stamp (1840, value one penny). 

penny dreadful 2. Bril. a cheap sensational comic 
or story book. 

penny-farthing 7. Bril. fis. ¥ an early type of bit 


cycle with one large and one small wheel. 


¥ handlebar 


PENNY-FARTHING 


saddle 
spoke 


solid rubber 
lyre 


brake 


penny-pinching e 7. meanness. @ ad. mean: 
O penny-pincher 7. 

pennyroyal 7. a small-leaved plant of the mint 
family, used in herbal medicine. [from Old French 
puliol real ‘royal thyme’ | 

pennyweight 7. a unit of weight, 24 grains or one- 
twentieth of an ounce troy. 


penny whistle x. a tin pipe with six holes giving 
different notes. 

pennywort 7. any of several wild plants with 
rounded leaves. [Middle English] 

pennyworth 7. (also penn’orth /pen-dth/) esp. 
Brit. 1 as much as can be bought for a penny. 2 a 
bargain of a specified kind (a had pennyworth). 

penology 2. the study of the punishment of crime 
and of prison management. [based on Latin poena 
‘penalty’] c penological ad). penologist n. 


pen pal 7. collog. = pinrriunn. 

pen-pushing 7. collog. deog clerical work. 0 pen- 
pusher 7. 

pensile ad. 1 hanging down; pendulous. 2 (of a 
bird etc.) building a pensile nest. [from Latin 
pensilis| 

pension'e 7. 1 a (in full Bri. state pension or US 
government pension) a regular payment made 
by a government to people above a specified age, to 
widows, or to the disabled. b similar payments 
made by an employer etc. on the retirement of an 
employee. 2 a regular payment paid to a scientist, 


artist, etc. for services to the state, or to fund work. 
@ wir, grant a pension to. d pension off 1 dismiss 
with a pension. 2 cease to employ or use. [from 
Latin pensio ‘payment | 

pension® /pahn-si-ahn/ n. a boarding house in 
France or continental Europe etc., providing full or 
half board at a fixed rate. [French] 

pensionable aq). 1 entitled to a pension. 2 (of a job 
etc.) entitling an employee to a pension. 

pensioner 7. a recipient of a pension, esp. the 
retirement pension. 

pensive adj. 1 deep in thought. 2 sorrowfully 
thoughtful. [from Old French pensif -ive] 0 pen- 
sively adv. pensiveness 7. 

pent adj. (often foll. by m, up) closely confined; shut 
in (pent-up feelings). [past participle of obsolete pend 
‘to shut in’] 

penta- comb. form 1 five. 2 Chem. (forming the names 
of compounds) containing five atoms or groups of 
a specified kind. [Greek] 

pentacle x. a pentagram or similar figure used as a 
mystic symbol. [from medieval Latin pentaculum] 

pentad 7. 1 the number five. 2 a group of five. 
[from Greek pentas -ados| 

pentagon 7. 1 » a plane 
figure with five sides and 
angles. 2 (the Pentagon) a 
the pentagonal Washington 
headquarters of the US 
defence forces. b the lead- 
ers of the US defence 
forces, [from Greek penta- 
gonon| 0 pentagonal ad. 

pentagram 7. & a five- 
pointed star formed by 
extending the sides of a 
pentagon both ways until 

they intersect. [from Greek 

pentagrammon| 
pentahedron 7. (fi. 
pentahedra or penta- 
hedrons) ¥ a solid figure 
with five faces. O penta- 
hedral a7). 


PENTAGON 


PENTAGRAM 


pentameter /pen-tam-i-ter/ 7. a 
verse of five feet. [from Greek 
pentametros| 

pentane 7. (hem. a hydrocar- 
bon of the alkane series. 


pentangle 7. = rintackam. 
[Middle Engbsh|] 
PY pentaprism 7. a five- 
= — sided prism with two 
silvered surfaces used 
PENTAHEDRON in a_ viewlinder to 
obtain a constant dev- 
iation of all rays of light through 90°. > camur, 
Pentateuch ». the first five books of the Old ‘Testa- 
ment. [from ecclesiastical Greek pentateukhos| 
0 Pentateuchal ad. 
pentathlon 7. an athletic event comprising five 
different events tor each competitor. [from Greck 
penle ‘five’ + athlon ‘contest’} 0 pentathlete 7. 
pentatonic adj. Mus. 1 consisting of five notes. 
2 relating to such a scale. 
pentavalent adj. Chem. having a valency of five. 
Pentecost 7». 1 a Whit Sunday. b a festival celebrat- 
ing the descent of the Holy Spirit on Whit Sunclay. 
2 the Jewish harvest festival, on the fiftieth day after 
the second day of Passover. [from Greck pentekosté 
(hemera) “fiftieth (day)’| 
Pentecostal e ad). (also pentecostal) 1 of or relat- 
ing to Pentecost. 2 of or designating Christian 
sects, often fundamentalist, who emphasize 
baptism in the Holy Spirit evidenced by ‘speaking 
in tongues’. @ 7. a Pentecostalist. 0 Pentecostal- 
ism 7. Pentecostalist ad. & n. 
penthouse 1. 1 a house or flat on the roof or the 
top floor of a tall building. 2 a sloping roof, esp. of 
an outhouse built on to another building. [Midclle 


pepper 


English pentis, from Late Latin 
‘appendage’ | 

Pentothal 7. prop = rHioreNn ronr. 

penult ez. the last but one (esp. syllable). @ adj. last 
but one. 

penultimate e adj. last but one. e 7. the last but 
one. [based on Latin paene ‘almost’ + ullamus 
‘last’| 

penumbra 7. (//. penumbrae /-bree/ or pen- 
umbras) | the partly shaded outer region of the 
shadow cast by an opaque object, esp. (Astron.) that 
of the shadow cast by the Earth or Moon over an 
area experiencing a partial eclipse. > ccuipse. 
2 aa partial shadow. b an area of obscurity or 
uncertainty. [from Latin faene ‘almost’ + umbra 
‘shadow’ | G penumbral ad). 

penurious aj. 1 poor; destitute. 2 stingy; grudging. 
3 scanty. O penuriously adv. 

penury 7. (//. -ies) 1 destitution; poverty. 2 a lack; 
scarcity. [from Latin penuria] 

peon 7. 1 a Spanish-American day labourer or 
farmworker. 2 A. Amer. a menial or drudge. (Span- 
ish, from medieval Latin pedo pedonis ‘foot soldier’ | 
0 peonage n. 

peony 2”. (also paeony) (//. -ies) 
> any herbaceous plant of the 
genus Paeonia, with large glob- 
ular red, pink, or white 
flowers, often double in 
cultivated varieties. [from 
Greek, based on Paian, 
name of the physician 
of the gods] 

people e 7. 1 (usu. 
treated as pi.) a persons 
composing a conunu- 
nity, tribe, race, nation, 
etc. (the English people; a 
warlike people, the peoples 
of the Commonwealth). ba 
group of persons of a usu. 
specified kind (the chasen people: 
these people here; right-thinking people). 
2 (prec. by the; treated as p/.) a the mass 
of people in a country etc, not having 
special rank or position. b these consid- 
ered as an electorate (the people reull reject it). 
3 a Bri, parents or other relatives (my people 
disapprove). b US ancestors. 4 a subjects, 
armed followers, a retinue, etc, b a congre- 
gation of a parish priest etc. 5 persons in 
general ( people do not like rudeness). @ v.lr. (usu. foll. by 
wth) 1 fill with people, animals, etc.; populate. 
2 inhabit; occupy; fill (¢hickly peopled). [from Latin 
populus| 

people carrier 1. a motor vehicle of the size and 
shape of a small minibus but with approximately 
elght seats which may swivel, be removable, or 
convert into a table. & carr 


appendicium 


PEONY 
(Paeoma mascula) 


people’s democracy #. a political system. 
formerly esp. in E. Europe, with power regarded as 
invested in the people. 

PEP /pep/ abbr. Bri. 1 Political and Economic 
Planning. 2 Personal Equity Plan. 

pep collog. @ n. vigour, go; spirit. @ vir (pepped, 
pepping) (usu. foll. by uf) fill with vigour. 

peperino x. a light porous (esp. brown) volcanic 
rock formed of small grains of sand. cinders, etc. 

peperoni var. of prreLRon. 

peplum 7. 1 a short flounce etc. at waist level, esp. 
of a blouse or jacket over a skirt. 2 Gk Aniig. a 
womans outer garment. [from Greek pep/os] 

pepo 7. (pl. -os) any fleshy fruit of the melon or cu- 
cumber type, with numerous seeds and surrounded 
by a hard skin. 

pepper e7. laa hot aromatic condiment from the 
dried berries of certain plants used whole or ground 
> spich. b any climbing vine of the genus Piper, 
esp. PB mgrum, yviclding these berries. 2 anything 
hot or pungent. 3 a=cucum. b= cvenn. @ 2h 


ho 


peppercorn 


1 sprinkle or treat with or as if with pepper. 2 pelt 
with missiles. 3 punish severely. [from Sanskrit 
pippalt- “berry, peppercorn’| 

peppercorn 7, 1 the dried berry of Piper nigruni as 
a condiment. © srack rirer. 2 (in full peppercorn 
rent Brit. a nomial rent. 

pepper mill 7, a device for grinding pepper by 
hand. 

peppermint 7. 1 a mint plant, Mentha piperita, 
grown for the strong-flavoured oil obtained from its 
leaves. 2 a sweet flavoured with peppermint. 

pepperoni 7. (also peperoni) beef and pork 
sausage seasoned with pepper. [from Italian peperone 
nll] 

pepper pot 7. By, a small container with a perfor- 
ated lid for sprinkhng pepper. 

pepper spray ”. an aerosol spray containing irri- 
tant oils derived from cayenne pepper, used asa 
disabling weapon. 

peppery @q. 1 of, like, or containing much pepper. 
2 hot-tempered, 3 pungent; stinging. 

pep pill x. a pill containing a stimulant drug. 

peppy «d. peppier. peppiest) co/log. vigorous, 
energetic, bouncy. 

pepsin 7. 
gastric juice. 
‘digestion’ | 
pep talk x. a usu. short talk intended to 
enthuse, encourage, tc. 

peptic adj. concerning or promoting digest- 
ion. [from Greek peptikos ‘able to digest | 
peptic ulcer #. an ulcer in the stomach or 
duodenum caused by the action of pepsin 
and stomach acid. 


a digestive enzyme contained in the 
{German, based on Greek pepsis 


peptide 7. Biochem. a compound consisting of two 
or more amino acids linked sequence, [from 
German FPeptrd| 

per prep. 1 for each; for every iho sweets per child: fir 
miles per hour). 2 by means of; by; through { per post; 
per rail). 3. an full as per) in accordance with (as per 
msiructions).O as per usual collog. as usual. [Latin| 

peradventure «archaic or joc. @ adv. perhaps. @ 1. 
uncertainty; chance; conjecture; doubt yesp. beyond 
or without peradventure). (from Old French par auentur 
‘by chance’ 

perambulate 7. 1 / walk through, over, or about 
(streets, the country, ete.). 2 ints walk from place to 
place. [based on Latin perambulatus walked through’ | 
0 perambulation /. perambulatory «qd. 

perambulator 2. Bri/. formal = rr. 

per annum ad. for each year. [Latin] 

percale n. a closely woven cotton fabric like calico. 
[French] 

per capita ad:, & adj. (also per caput) for each 
person, [Latin, literally ‘by heads’] 

perceive vf. L apprehend, esp. through the sight; 

2 (usu. foll. by that, how, ete. 
apprehend with the mind: understand. 3 regard 
mentally in a specified manner { perceives the universe 
as infinite, [from Latin perciperr] O perceivable adj 
perceiver 7. 

per cent (//S percent, e@ adv. in every hundred. en. 
1 percentage. 2 one part in every hundred (half a 
per cent). [from Latin per centum “by the hundred] 


observe. + clause) 


percentage 7. 1 a rate or proportion per cent. 2 a 
Properden 

percentile 7. Stalistws 1 one of 99 values of a vari- 
able dividing a population into 100 equal groups as 
regards the valuc of that variable. 2 cach of these 
gTOUps 

percept ». Philo. 1 an object of perception. 2 a 
mental concept resulting from perceiving, esp. by 
sight. [from Latin pereeplum “thing) perceived’ | 

perceptible ad. capable of being perecived by the 
senses or intellect. [from Old French] o percep- 
tibility n. perceptbly ad 

perception 7. 1 the faculty or an 
perceiving. 2 often foll. by of ) a the intuitive recog- 
muon of a truth, quality, etc. b an 


instance ol 


resthe te 


HOG 


instance of this (@ sudden perceplion of the true position). 
3 an interpretation or impression based on one’s 
understanding of something. [from Latin perceptio] 
Oo perceptual adj. perceptually adv. 

perceptive adj. 1 capable of perceiving, 2 sensitive; 
discerning; observant (@ perceptive remark), [from 
medieval Latin perceplious| a ee ade. 
perceptiveness 1. 

perch! e@7. Lausu. horizontal bar, branch, etc. used 
by a birc to rest on, 2 a usu. high or precarious 
place for a person or thing to rest on. 3 esp. Bril. 
fist. a measure of length, esp. for land, of 5:72 yards. 
@ vint. G tr (usu. foll. by on) settle or rest, or cause 
to settle or rest on or as if on a perch ete. (he bird 
perched on a branch; a town perched on a hill), O knock 
a person off his (or her) perch 1 vanquish, 
destroy. 2 make less confident or secure. [from 
Latin pertica “pole’] 

perch? 7. (pi. same or perches) ¥ any spiny-finned 
freshwater edible fish of the genus Perca, esp. PB fluci- 
atihs of Europe. & ris. [from Greek perhé | 


a 


PERCH (Ferca fluviatilis) 


perchance adi archaic or poet. 1 by chance. 2 pos- 
sibly; maybe. {from Anglo-French par chance “by 
Clhanes ‘| 

percipient ad. discerning; observant. [from Latin 
percipuent- ‘perceiving’ |] DB percipience 7. percipi- 
ently adv. 

percolate & 1 in! (often foll. by through) a (of liquid 
etc.) filter or ooze gradually (esp. through a porous 
surface). b (of an idea etc.) permeate gradually. 2 & 
prepare (coflee) by repeatedly passing boiling water 
through ground beans. [based on Latin percolatus 
‘strained througl] Go percolation 1. 

percolator 7. a machine for percolating coflee. 

percussion 7. 1 Afw. a (often atin.) ® the playing 
of music by striking instruments with sticks etc, (a 
percussion instrument). Bb the section of such instru- 
ments in an orchestra. & orcuestrs, 2 the forcible 
striking of one esp. sohd body against another. 
O percussionist 7. percussive adj. percus- 
sively adv. percussiveness /. 

percussion cap 7. a small amount of explosive 
powder contained in metal or paper and exploded 
ly striking, used esp. in toy guns and formerly 
some firearms. 

per diem /pecr dee-cm/ adr. & adj. for each day. 
|Latn| 

perdition 7. ctcrnal death; damnation. 
Jfrom ecclesiastical Latin perditio “de- 
struction’ | 

Pére David’s deer ». 2 large slender- 
anilered deer, Elaphurus davidianus. 
Jnamed affer Father A. David, 
French missionary, 1826 1900| 

peregrine 7. (in full 
grine falcon, » a 
lul faleon, Falco peresrinus, 
breeding esp. on coastal 
cliffs and much used fo 
falconry. [from Latin 
peregrimus| 


pere- 
pr IWET= 


PEREGRINE FALCON 
(halca peregrinus 


perfunctory 


peregrinations 2. a7chaic or joc. wavel or wander- 
ing from place to place. [from Latin peregnnan 
‘travel abroad] 

peremptory adj. 1 (of a statement or command) 
admitting no denial or refusal. 2 (of a person, a 
person’s manner, etc.) dogmatic; imperious; dicta- 
torial. [from Latin peremptorius ‘deadly, decisive’] 
0 peremptorily adv, peremptoriness /. 

perennial e adj. 1 lasting through a year or several 
years, 2 (of a plant) lasting several years (cf. annual. 
adj. 3). 3 lasting a long time or for ever. @ n. a peren- 
nial plant. [from Latin perennis| 0 perennially adv. 

perestroika /pe-ri-stroy-ka/ 7. (in the former 
Sovict Union) the policy or practice of restructur- 
ing or reforming the economic and _ political 
system. [Russian, literally ‘restructuring ] 

perfect e adj). /per-likt/ 1 complete; not deficient. 
2 faultless (a@ perfect diamond). 3 very satisfactory 
(a perfect evening). 4 exact; precise (a perfect circle). 
9 entire; unqualified (a perfect stranger). 6 Gram. (of a 
tense) denoting a completed action or event in the 
past, formed tn English with ave or has and the past 
participle, as in he has gone. @ vir. /per-fekt/ 1 make 
perfect. 2 carry through; complete. @ 2. /per-fikt/ 
Gram. the perfect tense. [from Latin perfectus 
‘completed’| o perfecter 7. perfectible ad). 

perfect interval 7. Mus. a fourth or fifth as it 
would occur in a major or minor scale starting on 
the lower note of the interval, or octave. 

perfection 7. 1 the act or process of making 
perfect. 2 the state of being perfect. 3 a perfect 
person, thing, or example. 

perfectionism 7. (he uncompromising pursuit of 
excellence. 0 perfectionist 1. G ad). 

perfectly adi. 1 quitc, completely (is perfectly capable 
of doing it). 2 ma perfect way. 

perfect pitch 7. = \pso.ure preci |. 

perfidy ». Ireach of faith; treachery. {from Latin 
perfidia| O perfidious adj. perfidiously ade. 

perforate e 7/7, 1 make a hole or holes through; 
pierce. 2 make a row of small holes in (paper etc.) 
so that a part may be torn off e¢ asily. © adj. per- 
forated. [based on Latin perforalus ‘perforated’| 

c perforation 7. perforator 7. 

perforce adv. archawe unavoidably; necessarily. [from 
Old French par force ‘by force’] 

perform . I ¢: (algo absol.) carry into effect; do (a 
command, promise, task, ete.). 2 # go through, 
execute (a public function, play, piece of music, 
cte.). 3 itr act in a play; play music, sing, etc. (/kes 
performing). 4 itr (of a tained animal) execute tricks 
ete, ata public show. 5 ini function, esp. satisfac- 
torily (¢he car performs well at speed). 6 intr, (of an 
investment) yield a return, esp. a profit. [from Old 
trench parfourny’| 0 performable adj. performer 
n. performing ad). 

performance 7. 1 (usu. foll. by of) a the act or 

process of performing or carrying out. b the execu- 

ion or fulfilment (of a duty ete.). 2 a staging or 

production jof a draina, piece of music, ete.) (the 

aflernoon performance). 3a person's achievement 

under test condiuions etc. (pul up a good performance). 

4 vollog. a fuss; a scene (made such a performance about 
leaving). 3 a the capabilities of a machine, esp. a 
car or aircraft. b (altrb.) of high capability (a per- 

formance car). 
performance art 7. a kind of visual art in 
which the activity of the artist forms a central 
feature. 0 performance artist 7. 
performing arts 7.//. the arts, such as drama, 

music, and dance, that require performance for 

their realization 

perfume e 7. 1 a sweet smell. 2 fluid containing the 

flowers ete.; scent. @ wir {usu. as 
perfumed adj.) inypart a sweet scent to. [orginally 
in sense ‘odorous fumes’: from obsolete Italian 
parfumare “to smoke through’) 6 perfumy ad). 

perfumer 7. a maker or seller of perfumes. 
O perfumery n. ( p/. -ies) 

perfunctory adj. 1 cone merely for the sake of 
getung through a duty. 2 superficial; mechanical. 


essence of 


PERCUSSION 


Percussion instruments, played by being struck, EX AMELESOF BEATERS 
shaken, or scraped or clashed together, are the 
oldest of the instrumental groups. Most percus- - ls 
sion instruments, such as a side drum, do not aD 
have a definite pitch and are used for rhythm 

and impact, and the distinctive timbre of their 
sound. Other percussion instruments, such as REUSNRRRA ST tees 
tubular bells, are tuned to a definite pitch and Ss ae > a 
can play melody, harmony, and rhythms. niin. alli. 
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pergola 


[from Late Latin perfunctorius ‘careless’| O perfunc- 
torily adv. perfunctoriness n. 

pergola n. an arbour or covered walk, formed of 
growing plants trained over trellis-work. [from 
Latin pergula ‘projecting roof” | 

perhaps adv. 1 it may be; possibly ( perhaps tt ty lost), 
2 introducing a polite request { perhaps you twoould open 
the windore?). [based on nv] 

peri- prefix 1 round, about. 2 clstron. the poimt near- 
est to. [from Greek pert ‘around’| 

perianth 7. the outer part of a flower. > corona. 
[from French périanthe} 

pericardium /. (//. pericardia) the membranous 
sac enclosing the heart. & Hivri. [based on Greek 
kardia ‘heart’| 0 peri- 
cardial aj. pericard- 
itis 1. 

pericarp 7.» the part 
of a fruit formed 
from the wall of the 
ripened ovary. & Nt. 
[from Greek perihar- 
pion ‘pod, shel] 

perigee 7. the point in 
a body's orbit at 
which it is nearest the 
Earth sopp. oats. 1). 
[from Greck perigeon 
‘round the Earth’] 
O perigean ad). 

perihelion 7. (//. peri- 
helia) the point in the 
orbit of a planet, 
comct, ete. at which it is closest to the Sun (opp. 
xputnion). [based on Greck helios “Sun’] 


pericarp 


al 


ya 
seed / 


PERICARP: CROSS- 
SECTION OF A LYCHEL 
SHOWING THE PERICARP 


peril x. scrious and immediate danger. 0 at one’s 
peril at one’s own risk. in peril of with great risk 
to (in peril of your life). [from Latin peric(ujlum| 
o perilous «dj. perilously adi. perilousness 77 

perilune 7. the point at which a body orbiting the 
Moon is closest to iL yopp. woitni). [based on Latin 
luna *Moon | 

perimeter /pé-rim-i-ter/ 7. Lathe circumference 
or outhne of a closed figure. b the length of this. 
2 a the outer boundary of an enclosed area. b a 
defended boundary. [from Greek perimetros| 0 peri- 
metric ad). 

perinatal adj. of or relating to the ime immedi- 
ately before and after birth. 


PERIPHERAL 
NERVOUS SYSTEM 
The peripheral nervous system is 
a network of nerves that loks the 


central nervous system (brain and 
spinal cord) and the rest of the body. 


brain ~ 


It has three divisions: autonomic, 
sensory, and motor. Autonomic nerve 
| fibres, which may join the autonomic 
nerve gangha, regulate involuntary 
actions, such as heartbeat. Sensory 
nerve fibres receive external stimuli 
via sense receptors. Motor nerve 
fibrés initiate the relaxation and 
contraction of the muscles. 
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spinal 
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spinal 
cord ___ 


perineum 2. the region of the body between the 
anus and the scrotum or vulva. [from Greek peri- 
naion| 0 perineal ad). 

period e 7. 1 a length or portion of time. 2 a 
distinct portion of: history, a person’s life, etc. 
3 Geol. a time forming part of a geological cra (the 
Quaternary pertod). 4 an interval between recur- 
rences of an astronomical or other phenomenon. 
5 the time allowed for a lesson in school. 6 an 
occurrence of menstruation. 7 esp. .\. Amer a= rul 
stop 1. b used at the end of a sentence ete. to indi- 
cate finality, absoluteness, ete. (we want the best. 
period ). @ adj. belonging to or characteristic of some 
past period {period furniture). [from, Greck periodos 
‘orbit, recurrence, course’ | 

periodic ad. appearing or occurring at esp. regular 
intervals, G periodicity z. 

periodical e 7). a newspaper, magazine, etc. issued 
at regular intervals, usu. monthly or weckly. @ ad). 
1 published at regular mtervals. 2 periodic, occa- 
sional. 0 periodically ad. 

periodic table ». a table of the chemical elements 
arranged in order of atomic number, usu. in rows, 
so that elements with similar atomic structure 
appear in columns. 

period piece 7. an object or work whose main 
mterest lies in its historical etc. associations. 

peripatetic e aj. 1 (of a teacher) working in more 
than one school or college etc. 2 going from place 
to place; itinerant. @ 2. a peripatetic person, esp. a 
teacher. [from Greck peripatetikos| 0 peripatetic- 
ally adv. 

peripheral e «ad. 1 of minor 
marginal. 2 of the periphery; on the fringe. 3 (of 
equipment) uscd with a computer ete. but not an 
integral part of it. @ 7. Computing a peripheral device 
or piece of equipment. O peripherality n. per- 
ipherally adi: 

peripheral nervous system 1. Ana!. ¥ the 
nervous system outside the brain and spinal cord. 


importance; 


DW LONOATIO NERVOUS SYSTEM. NERVOUS SYS ELM 
periphery 2. (//. -ies) 1 the boundary of an area 
or surface. 2 an outer or surrounding region (built on 
the periphery of the old town). [from Greek periphereia 
‘arcumlerence’] 
periphrasis /pé-rif-ra-sis/ n. (p/. periphrases) 
1a roundabout way of speaking: circumlocution. 
2 a roundabout phrase. (Latin, from Greek] 
O periphrastic ad). periphrastically ad 
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PERISCOPE: 
MODEL OF A 
PERISCOPI 


periscope /. Aan apparatus with a tube and mirrors 
or prisms, by which an observer in a trench, 
submerged submarine, or at the rear of a crowd 
etc., can see things otherwise out of sight. > susMARINE 

perish ». 1 intr. be destroyed; suffer death or ruin. 
2 a intr. (esp. of rubber, a rubber object, etc.) de- 
teriorate, rot. b /@ Ari. cause to deteriorate or rot. 
3 fr. (in passive) Brit. suffer from cold or exposure (we 
were perished standing outside), O perish the thought 
an exclamation of horror against an unwelcome 
idea, {from Latin perire “to pass away | 

perishable e ad. liable to perish; subject to decay. 
@ 7. a thing, esp. a foodstull, subject to speedy 
decay. 0 perishability 7. 

perisher n. Brit. slang an annoying person. 

perishing 87. collog. @ adj. 1 confounded. 2 freez- 
ing cold, extremely chilly. e@ ade. confoundedly. 
0 perishingly adr. * 

perissodactyl 2/. @ adj. 
> of or relating to the 
order Perissndactyla of 
ungulate mammals with ve 
one main central toe, or 
a single toe, on* each 
foot, imelucding horses, 
rhinoceroses, and tapirs. 
@ 7. an animal of this 
order. & unceLart. [frem 
modern Latin Perisso 
dactyla, from Greek perssoy 
‘uneven’ + daAtuloy “finger, 
toe] 


single 


PERISSODACTYL: 
HORSE'S HOOF 


peristalsis 1. ¥ an involuntary muscular wavelike 
movement by which the contents of the alimentary 
canal etc. are propelled along. [based on Greek 
peristellein “to wrap around’) a peristaltic ad. peri- 
staltically adi. 


oesophagus 
: : PERISTALSIS 


muscles contract 


_ bolus (chewed-up food) 


, muscles relar 


ust ie 
aesophageal 
junction 


slomach 


peristyle 


peristyle 7. a row of columns surrounding a 
temple, court, cloister, etc.; a space surrounded by 
columns. [from Greek penstulon| 

peritoneum 7. (//. peritoneums or peritonea) 
the serous membrane lining the cavity of the 
abdomen. {Late Latin, from Greck] 0 peritoneal 
adj. 

peritonitis 7. an inflammatory disease of the peri- 
toneum. 

periwig 2. esp. hist. ¥ a wig. [alteration of peruke, in 
same sense| 0 periwigged ad). 


PERIWIG: 
TWO-HORNED 
PERIWIG 


periwinkle’ n. > any plant of the genus 
Vinca, esp. an evergreen trailing 
plant with blue or white flowers. 
[from Late Latin pervinca| 

periwinkle? 7. = winkir. [16th- 
century coinage| 

perjure wel. Law 1 wilfully tell 
an untruth when on oath. 2 (as | 
perjured adj.) guilty of or 
involving perjury. [from Latin 
perjurare| O perjurer 7. 

perjury 7. (fl. -ies) Law 1a 
breach of an oath, esp. the act of 
wilfully telling an untruth when on 
oath. 2 the practice of this. [from 
Latin perjurium| 0 perjurious ad. 

perk' e wiz (often foll. by up) raise (one’s head etc.) 
briskly. @ adj. perky; pert. O perk up 1 recover 
confidence. courage, life, or zest. 2 restore confi- 
dence or courage or liveliness in (esp. another 
person). 3 smarten up. [Middle English] 


PERIWINKLE — 
(Vinca 
difformis) 


perk? x. collog. a perquisite. [abbreviation] 
i perk® ». collog. 1 intr. (of coffee) percolate, make a 
bubbling sound in the percolator. 2 f percolate 
| (coffee). 
perky adj. (perkier, perkiest) 1 self-assertive; saucy; 
| pert. 2 lively; cheerful. 0 perkily adv. perkiness n. 
| perlite n. a glassy type of vermiculite, expandable 
to a solid form by heating, used for insulation etc. 
[French, based on perle ‘pearl’| 
perme 7. a permanent wave. @ w./r give a perman- 
ent wave to (a person or a person’s hair). [abbrevi- 
ation| 
perm? Bri. collog. @ n. a permutation. @ v7, make a 
permutation of, [abbreviation] 
permaculture 7. the development of agricultural 
ecosystems intended to be. complete and _self- 
sustaining. 
permafrost 7. subsoil which remains below freez- 
ing point throughout the year. > runner 
permanent aj. lasting, or intended to last or func- 
tion, indefinitely (opp. ‘remporary). [from Latin 
permanent- ‘remaining to the end’| 0 permanence 
n. permanency 7. permanently adv. 
permanent magnet 7. a magnet retaining ils 
magnetic properties in the absence of an inducing 
field or current. 


permanent wave 7. an artificial wave in the hair, 
intended to last for some time. 

permanent way 7. Bri. the finished foundation 
structure of a railway. 

permanganate n. Chem. any salt of permanganic 
acid, esp. potassium permanganate. 

permanganic acid 7. Chem. an acid containing 
heptavalent manganese. 

permeable adj. capable of being permeated. [from 
Latin permeabilis] 0 permeability 7. 

permeate v. 1 f penctrate throughout; pervade; 
saturate. 2 intr. (usu. foll. by through, among, etc.) 

diffuse itself. [based on Latin permeatus ‘permeated’] 

permeation 7. 

permethrin 7. a synthetic pyrethroid used as an 
insecticide, esp. against disease-carrying insects. 
[based on pyrethrin, found in pyrethrum flowers] 

Permian G¢o/. @ adj. of or relating to the last period 
of the Palaeozoic era. @ n. this period or system. 
[based on Perm, a province in Russia} 

permissible adj. allowable. [from medieval Latin 
permissibilis] O permissibility n. 

permission 7. (often foll. by fo + infin.) consent; 
authorization. {fromm Latin permissio] 


permissive adj. 1 tolcrant; liberal, esp. in sexual 
matters (the permissive society). 2 giving permission. 
[from medieval Latin permzssizus] O permissively 
adv. permissiveness 7. 
permit e x. /per-mit/ (permitted, permitting) 
1 / give permission or consent to; authorize ( permit 
me to say). 2 a tr: allow; give an opportunity to 
(permat the traffic to flow again). b intr, give an 
opportunity (circumstances permitting). 3 intr: 
(foll. by of) admit; allow for. @ 1. /per- 
mit/ a document giving permission. [from 
Latin permittere] O permittee 7. 
permittivity 7». Electy. a quantity measur- 
ing the ability of a substance to store 
electrical energy in an electric field. 
“= permutate 0.f7 = PRM iL. 
permutation 7. 1 an ordered arrange- 
ment or grouping of a set of numbers, 
items, etc. 2 any combination or selection of a 
specified number of things from a larger group, 
esp. Brit, matches in a football pool. (from Latin 
permutatio| O permutational aq). 


permute @/7, alter the sequence or arrangement 
of. [from Latin permutare ‘to change thoroughly’ | 
pernicious adj. destructive; ruinous; fatal. 
[based on Latin pernicies ‘ruin’| G perniciously adz. 
perniciousness 7. 
pernicious anaemia 7. a defective formation of 
red blood cells through a lack of vitamin B,. or 
folic acid. 
pernickety ad). collog. 1 fastidious. 2 precise or over- 
precise. [1 9th-century Scots] 
peroration 7. the concluding 
part of a speech, forcefully sum- 
ming up what has been said. \ 


tracery , 


peroxide e 7. Chem. 1 a= nynro- 
GLN PERONIDL. b (often atérib.) a 
solution of hydrogen peroxide 
used to bleach the hair or as an 
antiscpuc, 2 a compound of 
oxygen with another element 
containing the greatest possible 
proportion of oxygen. @ utr i j 
bleach (the hair) with peroxide. iby i 
perpendicular e ad. 1 a at 
right angles to the plane of the 
horizon. b (usu. foll. by fo) Geom. a 
at right angles (to a given line, i 
plane, or surface). 2 upright, 
vertical. 3 {of a slope etc.) very 
steep. 4 (Perpendicular) Archi. 
> of the third stage of English 
Gothic (15th 16th c.) with vert- 
cal tracery in large windows.e 7. 
1 a perpendicular line, 2 (prec 
by the) a perpendicular line or 


PERPENDICULAR WINDO\ 


Persian 


orientation {is out of the frerpendicular). [based on 
Latin perpendiculum “plumb line’) 0 perpendicu- 
larity 7. perpendicularly adi, 

perpetrate wir commit (a crime, blunder, or 
anything outrageous). [based on Latin perpetratus 
‘perpetrated’| 0 perpetration n. perpetrator 7. 

perpetual adj. 1 eternal; lasting for ever or indef- 
initely. 2 continuous, uninterrupted. 3 frequent, 
much repeated (perpetual interruptions). [from Latin 
perpetualis| 0 perpetually adv. 

perpetual motion ». the motion of a hypothetical 
machine which once set in motion would run for 
ever unless subject to an external force or to wear. 

perpetuate »./7, 1 make perpetual. 2 preserve from 
oblivion. [based on Latin perpetuatus ‘made continu- 
ous’| 0 perpetuation ”. perpetuator n. 

perpetuity 7. (//. -ies) 1 the state or quality of 
being perpetual. 2 a perpetual annuity. 3 a perpet- 
ual possession or position. 0 in perpetuity for 
ever. [from Latin perpetuitas| 

perplex wiz 1 puzzle, bewilder, or disconcert (a 
person, a person’s mind, etc.). 2 complicate or 
confuse (a matter). [from Latin perplexus “plaited 
through, intricate’] 0 perplexedly adv. perplex- 
ing ad. perplexingly ad. 

perplexity 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the state of being 
perplexed. 2 a thing which perplexes. 


per pro. abbr. through the agency of (used in signa- 
tures). [Latin per procurationem| 


mw Usage The correct sequence of signatures is A 
per pro. B, where B is signing on behalf of A. The 
abbreviation p.p. is commonly used instead. 


perquisite 7. 1 an extra profit or allowance add- 
itional to a main mcome etc. 2 a customary extra 
right or privilege. 3 an incidental benefit attached 
to employment etc. 4 a thing which has served its 
primary use and to which a subordinate or 
employee has a customary right. [from Latin 
perquisitum “(thing) diligently sought’ 


mw Usage Perquisile is sometimes confused with 
prerequisite, which means ‘a thing required as a 
precondition’. 


perry 7. (//. -ies) Brit. a drink like cider, made from 
the fermented juice of pears. [from Latin pirum 
‘pear | 
per se /per say/ adv. by or in itself} intrinsically 
[Latin] 
persecute 2@./r 1 subject (a person etc.) to hostility 
or ill-treatment, esp. on the grounds of political or 
religious belief. 2 harass; worry. [based on Latin 
perseculus ‘pursued’ D persecution 1. persecutor 
n. persecutory adj. 
persecution complex 7. (also persecution 
mania) an irrational obsessive fear that others are 
scheming against one. 
perseverance 7. 1 the steadfast pursuit of 
an objective. 2 (often foll. by mm) constant 
persistence (in a belief etc.). [from Latin 
perseverantia| 
persevere wintz (often foll. by zn. 
at, with) continue  steactastly or 
determinedly: persist. [from Latin 
perseverare ‘to persist | 
Persian e 7. | a a native or inhabi- 
tant of ancient or Persia 
(now Iran). b a person of Persian 
descent. 2 the language of ancient 
Persia or fran. 3 (in full 
Persian cat) a cat of a breed with 
long silky hair and a thick tail. > cu 
i @ adj. of or relating to Persia or its 
people or language. [from medieval 
Tatin| 


modern 


modern 


a Usage The preferred terms for 
the language (see sense 2 of the 
noun) are Lranan and Farsi respect- 
ively 


hoy 


Persian lamb 


Persian lamb 7. the silky tightly curled fur of a 
young karakul, used in clothing 


persiflage /per-si-flah/ n. light raillery, 
banter. [French] 

persimmon 1. 1 any evergreen tree of the 
genus Diospyros bearing edible orange 

pulpy lruits, 2 ® the fruit of this. [corrup- 7 , 
tion ol \lgonquian pessenin ms} 

persist 1 coften toll, by conunuc 


firmly or obstinately im an opinion or 


sp. despite ob- 
remonstrance. etc. 2 (ol 


a course Of action 
stacle 
a custom, phenomenon, ct 
continue it eNxistenc¢ 
[from Latin persistere} 
persistent ad. 1 ATALUT A 


stinately; persisting. 2 cnduring 
] } a 
3 constantly repeated persistent oa 


SUTVIVE 


ol- 


saya aah > ft } 
naguig), & Bi { horns, lea PERSIMMON 
etc.) remaining instead of falling off Deh) 

in the normal manner. 0 persist- ana 


\first person); the acddressec {second person): a 
third party \third person). 4 {in comb) used to 
replace mar ales 
person). 5 Gn Christianity) God as Father, Son, 61 
Holy 64 type ol 
person who enjoys something specilied (nol a parh 
peron). Qin person physically present. [from Latin 


in offices open to either sex 


Ghost (free persons in one God 


pernvona ‘actor’s mask, human being’} 
persona /pcr-soh-na/ 7. (pl. personas 0} 
personae /-nec/) 1 an aspect of the personality 


as shown to or perceived by others (opp. sia | 
2 Lai uthor | character in 


his or her writing, [Latin| 


Criticism an ssuume 

personable ai). pleasing in appearance and chav 
iour. G personableness 1. personably ad 

personage / 


1 person, esp. of rank or inportanc 


persona grata /grah-ti/ Wl. personae gratae 


/-tee/) a person, esp. a diplomat, acceptable to 
certain others, [Latin, literally “pleasing character | 
personal @ ad. J on own: individual: private 


2 done or made in person (ade @ personal appearance 


personal organizer 


personal ad 7. esp. US collog. = rrrsonat 2. 
personal column 2. the part of a newspaper 
devoted to private advertisements or messages 
personal computer 7. a computer designed for 
use by a single individual, esp. in an office or busi- 
ness environment. & COMPUTER 
personal equity plan 7. Bri. a scheme for limited 
personal investment in shares, unit trusts, etc. 
personal identification number 7. a number 
allocated to an individual, serving as a password 
esp. for a cash dispenser, computer, etc 
personality 1. (//. -ies) 1 a the distinctive character 
or qualities of a person, often as distunct from others 
I . b socially attractive qualities 
us clever bul had no personality). 2 a famous person; a 
celebrity \@ TT personality). 3a person who stands out 
trom others by virtue of his or her character (zs a real 
[from Late Latin fenonalitas| 


im attractive personality 


bersonalth 
personality cult 7. the extreme adulation of an 
individual. 


personalize »./): (also -ise) 1 make personal, esp. 


ence n persistently ul 7) f uttent AM ye 3 clr’ ut 1 (0 1k (en & y1C ‘THne an . 5 re 
persistent vegetative state 7..\Ved. the state of Peracaclianl aes ral ketien. 4 referring (esp. in a by marking vith one’s name etc. 2 personify. 
person whose body is kept functioning by medical hostile way) to an individual’s private life o 5 personalization 7. 

means but who manilests no sign of higher brain neert lamented) SEWERS TI lo | personally a/:. 1 in person (see to it personally), 2 for 
lunctions personal). 5 of the body and clothing ( peronal hyaien one’s own part (speaking personally. 3 in a personal 
person ¥. 1 an individual human being (a cheerfu personal appearance). © existing as a person, Not as an manner ((vok the criticism personally) 

and forthricht p 2 the livine body of a humar abstraction or thine God,. 7 Gram. of o1 personal organizer n. 1 a loosc-leaf notebook 
being /udden about your person: 3 Gram, a calegor denoting one of the three persons | peronal pronoun with sections for various kinds of information. 
used in the classification of pronout rh torms e p..\. Amer an advertisement or notice in the inclucling a diary etc. 2 a hand-held microcom- 
ete cling to whether they indicate the speake | mal colunin of a newspaper puter serving the same purpose 
PERSPECTIVE 

Z ; : PLRSPLO TINGE ANALYSES OF UCGCELLO’S 

In the early 15th century. Battista Alberti, a write: TARE GH IDY (Fire a 

and architect, formulated a method of perspectve 

construction that arusts. such as Paolo Uecelle ruld = a — =z 

ollow. In Albert tem, the picture surface is 

imagined as an “ope indow: through which a 

yainted world He showed how a perspectival 

construction can be eatecl by u ne pat Wel line 

known as orthogonals. to represent visual rays that 

connect the viewer $ to a spot in the distanc 

Che spot on which all the ravs converge is k n 

he vamshing point, and is positioned opp th 

spectator iewpoint. The single viewpomt meant 

hat the artst could now control and focus the way 

that the spectator looked at the picture 

onthogonals marked by , van , \ horizon line represents 
Thue Hunt | 1 doo ne pow z level 
Py Cee) 


personal pronoun 


personal pronoun ”. each of the pronouns (J, you, 
he, she, it, we, they, me, him, her, us, them) comprising a 
set that shows contrast of person, gender, number, 
and case. 


a Usage Reflexive pronouns (myself, ourselves, etc.) 
and possessive pronouns (my, your, etc.) are some- 
times included in the category of personal 
pronouns. 


personal property 7. Law all one’s property 
except land and those interests in land that pass to 
one’s heirs (cf. rar.’ adj. 3). 

personal stereo 7. a small portable audio cassette 
player, often with radio, or compact disc player, 
used with lightweight headphones. 

persona non grata /grah-ta/ n. (pl. personae 
non gratae /-tee/) an unacceptable or unwelcome 
person, [Latin, literally ‘non-pleasing character’ | 

personate v/7, = inprrsonaTe. O personation 7. 
personator 7. 

personification 7. 1 the act of personifying 
2 (foll. by of) a person or thing viewed as a striking 
example of (a quality etc.) (the personification of ugl- 
ness). 

personify v7 (-ies, -ied) 1 attribute a personal 
nature to (an abstraction or thing). 2 symbolize (a 
quality etc.) by a figure in human form. 3 (usu. as 
personified adj.) embody (a quality) in one’s own 
person (has always been kindness personified). 
O personifier 7. 

personnel 7. a body of employees, persons 
involved in a public undertaking, armed forces, etc. 
[French, originally as adj. in sense ‘personal’ } 

personnel carrier 7. an armoured vehicle for 
transporting troops etc. 

personnel department 7. the part of an organi- 
zation concerned with the appointment, traiming, 
and welfare of employees. 

person-to-person aifrib.adj. (of a phone call) 
booked through the operator to a specified person. 

perspective e 7. 1 a < the art of drawing solid 
objects of a two-dimensional surface so as to give 
the right impression of relative positions, size, etc. 
b a picture drawn in this way. 2 the apparent rela- 
tion between visible objects as to position, distance, 
etc. 3 a mental view of the relative importance of 
things (Keep the right perspective). 4 a geographical or 
imaginary prospect, @ adj. of or in perspective. O in 
(or out of) perspective 1 drawn or viewed 
according (or not according) to the rules of 
perspective. 2 correctly (or incorrectly) regarded in 
terms of relative importance. [Middle English 1 
sense ‘science of sight’: from medieval Latin perspec 
va ars] G perspectival ad). 

perspex 7. Bri. prop. a tough light transparent 
acrylic thermoplastic used instead of glass. [based 
on Latin perspicere ‘to look through’ | 

perspicacious adj. having mental penetration or 
discernment. [from Latin perspicax -acis| 0 perspi- 
caciously adv. perspicacity 2. 


a Usage Perspicacious, meaning “having or showing 
insight’, is sometimes confused with perspicuous, 
meaning ‘expressing things clearly’ or ‘clearly 
expressed’. 


perspicuous ad. 1 easily understood; clearly 
expressed. 2 (of a person) expressing things clearly. 
[Middle English in sense ‘transparent’: from Latin 
perspicuus} 0 perspicuity n. perspicuously adv. 


m Usage See Usage Note at presricacious. 


perspiration 7. 1 =swearn. 1. 2 sweating, [French] 

perspiratory ad. 

perspire v. 1 int, sweat or exude perspiration, esp. 
as the result of heat, exercise, anxiety, etc. 2 
sweat or exude (fluid ctc.). [from Latin perspirare| 

persuade wir, & refl. 1 (often foll. by of, or that + 
clause) cause (another person or oneself ) to believe; 
convince. 2 a (often foll. by é + infin.) induce 
(another person or oneself ) { persuaded us to join them). 


b (foll. by away from, down io, etc.) lure, attract, 
entice, etc. [from Latin persuadére] 0 persuadable 
adj. persuadability 7. persuader n. 

persuasion 7. | persuading. 2 persuasiveness. 3 a 
belief or conviction. 4 a religious belief, or the 
group or sect holding it. {from Latin perswasio] 

persuasive adj. able to persuade. 0 persuasively 
adv. persuasiveness 7. 

pert adj. 1 saucy or impudent, esp. in speech or 
conduct. 2 (of clothes etc.) neat and suggestive of 
jauntiness. [from Latin apertus ‘open’| a pertly adv. 
pertness 7. 

pertain winiz 1 (foll. by fo) a relate or have reference 
to. b belong to as a part or appenclage or accessory. 
2 (usu. foll. by fo) be appropriate to. [from Latin 
pertinére| 

pertinacious adj. stubborn; persistent; obstinate 
(in a course of action etc.). [from Latin pertanaa 
-acis| OQ pertinaciously adv. pertinacity n. 

pertinent adj. 1 (often foll. by é) relevant to the 
matter in hand; apposite. 2 to the point. [from 
Latin pertinent- ‘extending, belonging (to)’| 0 per- 
tinence 7. pertinently ad. 

perturb wf 1 throw into confusion or disorder. 
2 disturb mentally; agitate. [from Latin fperiurbare| 
0 perturbation 7. perturbingly ado. 

peruse wf 1 (also abdsol.) read or study, esp. thor- 
oughly or carefully. 2 examine (a person’s face etc.) 
carefully. [Middle English in sense ‘to use up’| 
0 perusal nv. peruser 7. 

pervade ».f7, 1 spread throughout, permeate. 2 be 
rife among or through. [from Latin pervadere] 

pervasive ad. 1 pervading. 2 able to pervade. 

0 pervasively adv. pervasiveness i. 


perve slang en. (also perv) 1 Brit. a sexual pervert. 
2 Austral. an erotic gaze. @ v.inir act like a sexual 
pervert. 

perverse adj, 1 (of a person or action) deliberately 
or stubbornly departing from what is reasonable 
or required. 2 persistent in error. 3 (of a verdict 
etc.) against the weight of evidence or the judge's 
direction. [from Latin perversus| 0 perversely adv. 
perverseness 7. perversity 7. (/)/. -ies). 

perversion 7. 1 an act of peryerting; the state of 
being perverted. 2 a perverted form of an act or 
thing. 3 a preference for an abnormal form of 
sexual activity. b such an activity. 

pervert e v./, /per-vert/ 1 turn (a person or thing) 
aside from its proper use or nature. 2 misapply or 
muisconstrue (words ete.). 3 lead astray (a person, a 
person’s mind, etc.) from right opinion or conduct, 
or esp. religious belief. 4 (as perverted adj.) show- 
ing perversion. @ 2. /per-vert/ 1 a perverted 
person. 2 a person showing sexual perversion. 
[from Latin fpervertere] O pervertedly  adu. 
perverter 7. 

pervious ad. 1 permeable. 2 (usu. foll. by to) 
a affording passage. b accessible (to reason ctc.). 
[from Latin ferz ius] O perviousness 1. 

peseta /pé-say-ta/ 7. (until the troduction of the 
euro in 2002) the chief monetary unit of Spain. 
|Spanish, literally ‘litle weight’ | 

pesky ad. (peskier, peskiest) esp. L/S collog. 
troublesome; confounded; annoying. [1 8th-century 
coinage] 0 peskily adv. peskiness 7. 

peso /pay-soh/ n. (pl. -os) the chief monctary unit 
of several Latin American countries and of the 
Philippines. [Spanish, literally ‘weight’, from Latin 
pensum| 

pessary n. (p/. -ies) Med. 1 a device worn in the 
vagina to support the uterus or as a contraceptive. 
2 a vaginal suppository. [based on Greek pessos ‘oval 
stone | 

pessimism 1. | a tendency to take the worst view 

or expect the worst outcome. 2 Philos. a belief that 

this world 1s as bad as it could be or that all things 

tend to evil. [based on Latin pessimus ‘worst’ 

0 pessimist 7. pessimistic ad). pessimistically 


ado. 


peter 


PEST: SOLOMON’S SEAL SAWFLY 
LARVAL ATTACKING A PLANI 


pest 7. 1 a troublesome or annoying person or 
thing. 2 & a destructive animal, esp. an insect which 
attacks crops, livestock, etc. [from Latin pestzs 
‘plague’ | 

pester w/r trouble or annoy, esp. with persistent 
requests. [from French empesirer ‘to encumber’} 
CO pesterer 7. 

pesticide 7. a substance used for destroying insects 
or other organisms harmful to cultivated plants or 
to animals. 0 pesticidal adj. 

pestiferous adj. noxious; pestilent. [from Latin 
pestrfer| 

pestilence 7. a fatal epidemic disease, esp. bubonic 
plague. [from Latin pestilentia] 

pestilent ad. 1 destructive to life, deadly. 2 collog. 
troublesome; annoying, [based on Latin pestis 
plague | 

pestilential adj. 1 of or relating to pestilence. 
2 dangerous; troublesome; pestilent. 0 pestilen- 
tially ade. 

pestle 7. Vv a club-shaped instrument for pounding 
substances in a mortar. [from Latin prste/lum| 


morta) 


fi whi 


PESTLE ANI) 
MORTAR 


pesto 7. an Italian sauce of crushed basil leaves, 
pine nuts, garlic, Parmesan cheese, and _ olive 
oil, usu. served with pasta. [Italian, literally 
‘pounded '] 

pet'e x. 1 a domestic or tamed animal kept for pleas- 
ure or companionship. 2 a darling, a favourite 
(often as a term of endearment). @ alirb.adj. 1 kept 
as a pet ( pet lamb). 2 of or for pet animals ( pet food ). 
3 often joc. favourite or particular (my pet hate is fill 
ing wn forms). 4 expressing fondness or familiarity ( /e? 
form). @ utr. (petted, petting) 1 treat as a pet. 
2 (also absol.) fondle, esp. erotically. [1] 6th-century 
Scots & northern English dialect] 

pet? n. a feeling of petty resentment or ill humour 
(esp. be in a pet). [16th-century coinage] 

petal 7. cach of the parts of the corolla of a flower 
> rower. [from Greek pelalon “leaf”| o petaline ad). 
petalled adj, (also m = combh.), petal-like ad). 
petaloid ad). 

petard ». fis!. a small bomb used to blast down a 
door etc. O hoist with ;or by) one’s own petard 
attected adversely by one’s schemes against others. 
[from French pétard] 

peter c.infr. (toll. by out) (originally of a vein of or 
etc.) diminish, come to an end. {19th-century 
coinage] 


Peter Pan 


Peter Pan x. a person who retains youthful features, 
or who is immature. [hero of J. M. Barrie’s play of | 
the same name (1904)] | 

petersham 2. thick corded silk ribbon used for 
stiffening in dressmaking etc. [named after Lord 
Petersham, English army officer, 1790 1851] 

pethidine x. esp. Brit. a synthetic analgesic drug 
used esp. in childbirth. 

petiole x. < the slender stalk joing a 

leaf to a stem. [from Latin petiolus 

‘little foot, stalk’] o petiolar adj. 

petiolate ad). 

petit bourgeois /pet-i/ 
n. (pl. petits bourgeois 
pronunc. same) a member 

of the lower middle 
classes. [French, literally 
‘Tittle citizen’ | 

petite /pé-teet/ ad). (of 
a woman) of small ancl 
dainty build. [French] 

petite bourgeoisie 7. 
the lower middle classes. 

petit four /pet-i for/ 7. 
(pl. petits fours) a very 
small fancy cake, biscuit, 

or sweet. [French, literally ‘litte oven’] 


with the supply of petrol (petrol pump; petrol station). 
[from medieval Latin petroleum] 

petrol bomb 2. Bri. a simple bomb made of a 
petrol-filled bottle and a wick. 

petroleum 7. a hydrocarbon oil found in the upper 
strata of the Earth, refined for use as a fuel for 
heating, lighting, and internal-combustion engines, 
for dry-cleaning etc. [medieval Latin} 

petroleum jelly 7. a translucent solid mixture of 
hydrocarbons used as a lubricant, ointment, etc. 

petrology 7. the study of the origin, structure, 
composition, etc., of rocks. 0 petrological ad). 
petrologist 7. 

petticoat 7. a woman’s or girl’s undergarment in 
the form of a skirt or a skirt and bodice. [Middle 
English, from pelfy coal] 0 petticoated «d). 

pettifog «ini. (pettifogged, pettifogging) 1 prac- 
tise legal deception or trickery. 2 quibble or 
wrangle about petty points. 

pettifogging adj. 1 mean, shifty. 2 petty, quibbling. 
{based on archaic fogger ‘uncderhand dealer’ 

pettish adj. peevish, petulant; casily put out. 
O pettishly ade. pettishness 7. 

petty ad). (pettier, pettiest) L unimportant; trivial. 
2 mean, small-minded; contempuble. 3 minor; 
inferior; on a small scale ( petly princes). 4 Law (of a 
crime) of lesser importance (petty larceny). [Middle 
English] o pettily adv. pettiness n. 

petty bourgeois 7. = prin) BOURGEOIS. 

petty bourgeoisie 7. = reiiih BOURGLOISIE, 

petty cash ». moncy from or for small items of 
reccipt or expenditure, 

petty officer 7. a naval NCO. 

petty treason see 1RE\s0N 2. 

petulant adj. peevishly impatient or irritable. [from 
Latin pefulans petulani- “insolent, wanton’| 0 petu- 
lance 7. petulantly ad. 

petunia 7. < any plant 

of the genus Pelunia 

with white, purple, 
red, etc. funnel- 
shaped flowers. 
[based on South 
American Indian 
pety ‘tobacco’, to 
which these plants 
are related] 

pew 7. 1 (in a 
church) a long bench 

with a back: an en- 

closed compartment. 

2 Bri. collog. a seat (esp. lake a pew). [originally usu. 

raised and enclosed for particular worshippers: 

based on Latin podia ‘poclia’| 


petiole 


PETIOLE OF A COMMON 
MULBILRRY LEAN 


petition e 7. 1 a supplication or request. 2 a formal 
written request, esp. one signed by many people, 
appealing to authority in some cause. 3 Lax 
an application to a court for a writ etc. @ 2 1 & 
make or address a petition to (petiion your ALP). 
2 mtr (olten foll. by for, fo) appeal earnestly or 
humbly. [from Latin pefiiv| B petitionary ad). 
petitioner 7. 

petit mal /pé-ti mal/ 7. a mild form of epilepsy 
with only momentary loss of consciousness (often 
attrib: petil mal epilepsy). [French, literally ‘little sick- 
ness | 

petit point /pé-ti pwahng/ 7. 1 embroidery on 
canvas using small sttches. 2 tent stitch. (French, 
literally “litte point | 

petits pois /pct-i pwah/ n‘p/. small green peas. 
[French] 

petrel 7. any of various seabirds of the family 
Procellariidae or Hydrobatidae, usu. flying far 
from Jand. & st.asinp, [1] 7th-century coinage | 

Petri dish nv. a shallow covered dish used for the 
culture of bacteria etc. [named after J. R. Pe, 
German hactenologist, 1852-1921] 

petrify © (-ies, -ied) 1 “ paralyse with fear, aston- 
ishment, etc. 2 (. ¥ change (organic matter) into a 
stony substance. 3 itr become like stone. [based on 
Latin petra ‘rock’| 0 petrifaction n. 


PETUNIA CULTIVAR 


pewit var. of riwi. 

pewter 7. 1 a grey alloy of tin with copper and 
antimony (formerly, tin and lead). 2 utensils made 
of this. [from Old French peutre] 0 pewterer n. 

peyote /pay-oh-ti/ n. 1 a Mexican cactus, Lopho- 
phora williamsi, haymg no spines and button-like 
tops when dried. 2 a hallucinogenic drug contain- 


petrified 


rag 
So 


petrified ing mescaline prepared from this. [from Aztec 
nest pevoll] 
pfennig 7. (until the introduction of the curo in 
2002) a German monetary unit, equal to one- 
hundredth of a mark. [German] 
PETRIFY: 


PG abby. 1 (of films) classified as suitable for children 
subject to parental guidance. 2 paying guest. 

PGCE «abhy. Postgraduate Certificate in Education. 

pH n. Chem. & a logarithm of the reciprocal of the 
hydrogen ion concentration in moles per litre of a 
solution, giving a measure of its acidity or alkalin- 
ity. [German, from Potenz ‘power’ + H, symbol for 
hydrogen] 


PLERILELD 
BIRD'S NEST 


petro- comb, form 1 rock. 2 petrolcum. [from Greck 
petros ‘stone’ or petra ‘rock’ | 

petrochemical e 7. a substance obtamed from 
petroleum or natural gas. @ ad. of or relating to 
petrochemicals. phaeton ». 1 a light open four-whecled carriage, 
usu. drawn by a pair of horses, 2 (Sa vintage tour- 
ing car. [from Greck Phaethon, allowed to drive his 
father’s sun-chariot, with disastrous results| 


petrodollar 7. a novonal unit of currency earned 
by a country exporting petroleum. 

petrol x. Brit. b refined petroleum used as a fuct in 
motor vehicles. aircraft. etc. 


2 (altrib, concerned — phagocyte n. » a type of cell capable of engulfing 


612 


phallus 


PH 

The concentration of hydrogen ions in a 
solution is known as its pH. This value 
gives an indication of the acidity or alka- 
linity of a substance. The pH value can 
be determined by the use of indicators, 
such as universal indicator paper, which 
contain compounds that change colour 
over a certain pH range. A pH value may 
fall anywhere on a scale from 0 (strongly 
acidic) to 14 (strongly alkaline), with a 
value of 7 representing neutrality. 


SCALE OF PH VALUES 


hattery acid: 
pH | 
pH 
gastric 
juice: 
pH 1 
hydrochloric 
| acid | 
lemon 
, jue: 
| pH 3 
| Fe \ 
pine N pH 4 
rain: 
pH 5 
vinegar 
wale): 
pH 7 
human > 
blood: ~ 
pial Uae . 
; 
x pH oo 
| liquid soap 


; | 
| 
, aven 
cleaner: 
pH 13 
pH 10 


bleach: 
pH 14 


household cleaner 


UNIVERSAL 
INDICATOR PH 
COLOUR GHART 


TESTING WITH 
UNIVERSAL 
INDICATOR PAPER 


and absorbing foreign matter, esp. a leucocyte 
ingesting bacteria in the body. [based on Greek 
phagein “to cat} D phagocytic ad). 

phalanger ». any of various arboreal marsupials of 
the family Phalangeridae, including brush-tailed 
possums. [from Greek phalaggion ‘spider's web’, 
from the webbed toes of their hind feet] 

phalanx ». (//. phalanxes or phalanges /fi-lan- 
jeez/) La sct of people etc. forming a compact 
mass, or banded together for a common purpose. 
2 Gk Antiq, a line of battle, esp. a body of infantry 
drawn up in close order. [from Greek phalagx] 

phalli p/. of pias. 

phallic ad. of, relating to, or resembling a phallus. 
[from Greek phallikos| 0 phallically adv. 

phallocentric adj. centred on the phallus or on 
male attitudes. o phallocentrism 7. 

phallus 7. (//. phalli or phalluses) 1 the (esp. 


erect) penis. 2 an image of this as a symbol of 


phantasize 


generative power in nature. [from Greek phallos] 
0 phallicism 7. phallism n. 

phantasize var. of wninsizn, 

phantasm 7. an illusion, a phantom. fbased on 
Greek phantazein ‘to make visible’) 0 phantasmal 
adj. phantasmice ad). 

phantasmagoria 2. a shifting series of real or 
imaginary figures as seen in a dream. 0 phantas- 
magoric ad. phantasmagorical adj. 

phantasy var. of rvniasy. 

phantom e 7, 1 a ghost; an apparition; a spectre. 
2 a form without substance or reality; a mental illu- 
sion. @ adj. merely apparent; illusory. [related to 
PHANTASM] 

phantom circuit 7. an arrangement of telegraph 
or other electrical wires equivalent to an extra 
circuit. 

phantom limb 7. a continuing sensation of the 
presence of a limb which has been amputated. 

phantom pregnancy 2. Aled. the symptoms of 
pregnancy in a person not actually pregnant. 

Pharaoh /fair-oh/ 7. 1 the ruler of ancient Egypt. 
2 the title of this ruler. [based on Egyptian pr-’o 
‘great house] OQ Pharaonic adj. 

Pharaoh’s serpent 7. an indoor firework burning 
and uncoiling in serpentine form. 

Pharisee 7. 1 a member of an ancient Jewish sect, 
distinguished by strict observance of the traditional 
and written law. 2 a self-mghteous person, [hased, 
on Hebrew paris ‘separated’| a Pharisaic adj. 
Pharisaical wd). Pharisaism 7. 

pharmaceutical adj. 1 of or engaged in phar- 
macy. 2 of the use or sale of medicinal drugs. [from 


PHARYNX 


The pharynx is a muscular passage lined 
with mucous membrane that extends 
from the nasal cavity to the oesophagus. 
The upper part, the nasopharynx, 
connects to the ear via the Eustachian 
tube and acts as an air passage. The 
oropharynx, a passage for air and food, 


hes between the soft palate and the upper 


edge of the epiglottis. The laryngophar- 
ynx lies below the epiglottis and opens 
into both the larynx for breathing and 
the oesophagus for swallowing. 


nasal cavity 


nasopharynx 


oropharyns 


epiglottis 


laryngopharynx ———— 


oe\ophagus ——— 


philadelphus 


phatic adj. (of speech etc.) used to convey general 
sociability rather than to baja a specitic 
meaning, e.g. ‘nice morning, isn’t it’?. [based on 
Greek phatos ‘spoken]’ 

Ph.D. abbr, Doctor of Philosophy. [Latin phzlo- 
sophiae doctor] 

pheasant 7. < any of several long- 

tailed game birds of 

the family Phasianidae. 
|from Greek phasanos 

‘(bird) of Phasws’, 

a river in Asia 


Minor| 


PHEASANT: GOLDEN PHEASAN1 
(Chrysolophus prctus) 


pheasantry 7. (//. -ies) a place where pheasants 
are reared or kept. 

phenacetin 7. an acetyl derivative of phenol used 
to treat fever etc. 

phencyclidine 7. a drug used as a veterinary 
anaesthetic and as a hallucinogen. 

pheno- comb. form 1 Chem. derived from benzene 
(phenol). 2 showing (phenolype). [based on Greek 
phainein “to show’, with reference to substance used 
for illumination] 

phenobarbitone 7. (US phenobarbital) a nar- 
cotic and sedative barbiturate drug used esp. to 
treat epilepsy. 


* , * aa . . . . 
Greek pharmakeuitkos] 0 pharmaceutically ade. ee cel phenol x. Chem. 1 a white crystalline solid, used in 
pharmaceutics 7. o a e chlute form as an antiseptic and disinfectant. 2 any 

pharmacist 7. a person qualified to prepare and ee hydroxy] derivative of. an aromatic hydrocarbon. 
dispense drugs. a [from French phénole| 0 phenolic adj. 
2 _— 


pharmacology 7. the branch of medicine that 
deals with the uses, effects, and modes of action of 
drugs. [based on Greek pharmakon “drug’| 0 phar- 
macological «ad. pharmacologically adv. 
pharmacologist 1. 

pharmacopoeia /far-ma-k6-pee-a/ n. 1 a book 


phase en. 1 


ay I Re UME) 


PH ARYNN 


a distinct period or stage in a process 


phenolphthalein /fee-noll-thal-een/ n. Chem. a 
white crystalline solid used in solution as an 
acid base indicator and medicinally as a laxative. 
|based on rHinor and napuTHaLst] 

phenom 7». US col/og. an unusually gifted person. 

phenomena /)/. of pitNoMLNON, 


containing a list of drugs with en for use. 
2.a stock of drugs. [from Greek pharmakopoia ‘art of 
preparing drugs’] 0 pharmacopoeial ai). 


phenomenal «ij. t of the nature of a phenomenon. 
2 extraordinary, remarkable. o phenomenally ad. 

phenomenology 7. Philos. 1 the science of 
phenomena as clistinct from that of being (ontol- 
ogy). 2 a philosophical approach concentrating on 
the study of consciousness and the objects of direct 
experience. O phenomenological ad). phenom- 
enologically ad. phenomenologist 7. 

phenomenon 1. (//. phenomena) | a fact or 
occurrence that appears or is perceived, esp. one of 
which the cause is in quesuon. 2 a remarkable 
person or thing. [from Greek phainomenon, literally 
(thing) appearing | 


of change or development. 2 each of the aspects of 
the Moon or a planet, according to the aniount of 
its illumination, esp. the new Moon, the first quar- 
pharmacy 2. (//. -ies) 1 the preparation and the (esp. ter, the full Moon, and the last quarter. 3 Physics a 
medicinal) dispensing of drugs. 2 a pharmacist’s shop. stage in a periodically recurring sequence, esp. of 


[from Greek pharmakeia ‘practice of the druggist’] alternating electric currents or hght vibrations. 

pharynx 7. (//. pharynges /fa-rin-jeez/) Anal. &,  @ wl carry out (a programme etc.) in phases or 
ool. ® a membrane-lined cavity behind the nose’ stages. O in phase having the same phase at the 
and mouth, connecting them to the oesophagus. same time. out of phase not in phasc. phase in 
[from Greek pharugy| O pharyngeal ad. pharyn- (or out) bring gradually into (or out of) use. [from 
gitis 7, Greek phasis “appearance | 0 phasic acd). 


PHAGOCYTE 

A phagocyte is a cell that can 
surround, engulf, and digest 
micro-organisms (such as 
viruses), foreign particles that 
have ae the body (such as 
dust inhaled into the lungs), 
and cellular debris. Phagocytes 
form part of the body’s 
immune system and are found 
in the blood, spleen, lymph 
nodes, alveoli, and elsewhere. 
Some types of white blood cell 
are ‘free’ phagocytes, able to 
wander through tissue and 
absorb micro-organisms, 


blood vessel 


phagocyte moves through 
blood vessel wall 


mu Usage The plural form of phenomenon, phenomena, 
is often used mistakenly for the smegular, This 
should be avoided. 


phenotype 1. 870/. a set of observable characteris- 
tics of an individual or group resulting from the 
interaction of its genotype with its environment. 
[from German Phaenotypus| 0 phenotypic ad). 
phenotypically ad. 

pheromone 2. a substance secreted and released 
by an animal for detection and response by another 
usu. of the same species. [based on Greek pherein “to 
convey’ + HoRMOM.| O pheromonal ad). 

phew i. an expression of impatience, discomfort. 
relicf, astonishment, or disgust. 

phi ». the twenty-first letter of the Greek alphabet 
®, »). [Greek] 

phial 7. a small glass bottle. [from Greck phialz, a 
broad flat vessel | 

phil- var. of ruio- 


CROSS-SECTION OD \ HUMAN phagocyte engulfs | body micro organivm | | philadelphus ». a highly-scented deciduous flower- 
BLOOD VISSER AND CESSUE mucro-organism fivsue ing shrub of the genus Philadelphus, esp. the mock 


orange. [from Greek philadelphon| 


philander 


philander ¢//. flirt or have casual affairs with 
women. [earlier in noun sense ‘lover’: from Greek 
philandros “fond of men’] a philanderer n. 

philanthropic adj. loving one’s [cllow men; be- 
nevolent. 0 philanthropically ad. 

philanthropy 1. 1 a love of humankind. 2 practi- 
cal benevolence. 0 philanthropist 7. 

philately 1». the collection and study of postage 
stamps. [from French philalélie| O philatelic ad). 
philatelically ad:. philatelist n. 

-phile com. form forming nouns and adjectives 
denoting fondness for what is specified (brblophile; 
Francophile\. [fvoni Greek philoy “dear, loving’ | 

philharmonic ad}. 1 fond of music. 2 used charac- 
teristically in the names of orchestras, choirs, etc. 
(Roval Philharmonw Orchestra). (from Italian flarmon- 
iol 

-philia com), form 1 denoting fondness or love for 
what is specified (necrophilia). 2 denoting undue 
inclination (haemophilia). [Greek] 0 -philiac comb. 
form forming nouns and adjectives. -philic comb. 
form forming adjectives. -philous comb. form form- 
ing adjectives. 

philippic 2. a )itter verbal attack. [from Greek 
philippikos, name of Demosthenes” speeches against 
Philip H of Macecdon| 

Philistine e 7. 1 a member of a people in ancient 
Palestine. 2 jusu. philistine) a person who is 
hostile or indifferent to culture. @ adj. (usu. philis- 
tine) hostile or indifferent to culture. [from 
Hebrew pit] o philistinism 1. 

Phillips 7. (usu. a/trih.) prope. denoung a screw with a 
cross-shaped slot, or a corresponding screwdriver. 
[mame of the original US mannlacturer| 

philo- rom), form valso phil- before a vowel or /) 
denoting a liking for what is specified. 

{ philodendron 1. { f/. 

\ philodendrons «1 


nN ‘\ philodendra) < a 


tropical .American 


the genus Philoden 
dion carum family. 
[based on Greek 
dendion wee’ | 
philology 1. 1 the 
science of lan- 
guage, esp. in its 
historical and 
comparative 
aspects. 2 the 
love of learning 
and hiterature, 
o philological «/). 
philologically ad. 
philologist /. 
philosopher 7. 1 a 
engaged o1 
learned in philosophy 
or a branch of it. 2. 


person 


PHILODENDRON person Ww ho shows 
Philodendron erubescens philos« phic calmmess 
“Recineralcd in trying circum- 
stances. [from Greek 
philosophas) 
hilosophers’ stone n. ‘also philosopher’s 
P P p P 


stone, the supreme object of alchemy, a substance 
supposed to change other metals into gold or silver 
philosophical «ad. (also philosophic; 1 of 01 
according to philosophy. 2 skilled in or devoted to 
philosophy philosuphical sorte). 3 calm in adverse 
circumstances, O philosophically adi. 
reason like a 
moralize, 3B ily 
render philosophic. 


philosophize © walso -ise 1 int, 
philosopher. 20 wl. 
theorize, 4 


phizer 1 


speculate; 
a philoso- 
reason and 


-ies 1 the use ol 


philosophy ». ; // 


argument in seckime truth anc koowledee of real- 
and nature of 


the principles governing existence. 2 aa particular 


ity, esp. Of the cattses thimygs and ol 


Old 


clunbing plant of 


system or set of beliefs reached by this. b a personal 


rule of life. 3 advanced learning in general (doctor of 


philosophy). [based on Greek sophos *wise’} 

philtre 7. (U’S philter) a drink supposed to excite 
sexual love in the drinker. [from Greek phi/tron| 

phlebitis 7. inflammation of a vein. [based on 
Greek phileps phlebos ‘vei’ a phlebitic ad). 

phlebotomy ». the surgical opening or puncture of 
a vein to withdraw blood or introduce a fluid. 

phlegm flem 7. 1 the thick viscous substance 
secreted by the niucous membranes of the res- 
piratory passages, discharged by coughing. 
2 phlegmatic character or behaviour. 3 Avs. 
one of the four bodily humours, character- 
ized as cold and moist, and associated with a 
calm, stolid or apathetic temperament (see 
HeMouR wm 4). [from Greek phlegma “inflamma- ~ 
tion’| O phlegmy ad). 

phlegmatic adj. stolidly 
Oo phlegmatically adi. 

phloem 7. Bol. the ussue conducting food material 
in plants. & sito. [from Greek ph/oos ‘bark’ | 

phlogiston 7. /is!. a substance formerly supposed 
to exist in all combustible bodies, and to be released 
in combustion, [based on Greek phlogi-ein “to set on 
fire’| 

phlox 7. any cultivated plant of the genus Philo, 
with clusters of esp. white, purple, or red flowers. 
|Latin, from Greek] 

-phobe comb. form forming nouns and adjectives 
denoung a person having a fear or dislike of what 
is specified (enaphobe), [from Greck phobos fear’) 

phobia 1. an abnormal or morbid fear or aversion. 
[-pront used as a separate word| @ phobie ad. G n. 


calm: unexcitable. 


-phobia comb. form forming nouns denoting a fear 
or cishke of what is specified (agoraphobia, reno 
phobia). [Latm, fron Greek] o -phobie comb. form 
forming adjectives. 

Phoenician /(¢-neesh-in/ e 7. a member of a 
Semitic people of ancient Phoenicia in S. Syria or 
of its colonies. @ ad. of or relatmg to Phoenicia. 
[trom Greek Phoiniké “Phoenicia’| 

phoenix /fee-niks/ 1. a mythical bird, the only one 
of its kind, that burnt itself on a funeral pyre and 
rose from the ashes with renewed youth. [from 
Greek phviniy ‘Phoenician, purple, phoenix’ | 

phone ). Gv. = tienen. 

-phone comb. form forming nouns and adjectives 
meaning: 1 an instrument using or connected with 
sound (/clephone, olophone). 2 a person who uses a 
specified language :anglophone. [from Greek phoné 
‘voice, sound’ | 

phone book 2. = iuicenose pinec wor. 

phonecard 1. esp. Bri/. a card containing prepaid 
units for use with a cardphone. 

phone-in x. a broadcast programme during which 
the listeners or viewers telephone the studio and 
participate, 

phoneme ». any of the units of sound in a specified 
language that cistinguish one word from another 
e.g. p. bd, tin the English words pad, pat, bad, 
bat), [from Greek phonéma “sound, speech’| 
a phonemic ad). phonemics n. 

phonetic adj, 1 representing vocal sounds. 2 (ol 
spelling ete.) having a direct correspondence 
between symbols and sounds. 3 of or relating to 
phonetics. [from Greek phdnétihos| 0 phonetically 
ade, 


phonetics ».//, (usu. treated as sing) T vocal sounds. 
2 the study of these. G phonetician 7. 


phoney (also phony, ¢colloy. @ adj. \phonier, 
phoniest; t sham; counterfeit. 2 fictitious. @ 7. 
(pl. -eys or -ies) a phoney person or thing, 


[1] 9th-century coinage] o phonily ad. phoniness n. 
phonic e ad). of sound: of vocal sounds. @ x. (in pl. 
a method of teaching reading based on sounds. 
[based on Greek phone voice’) G phonically ade. 
phono aliri/.ad). designating a type of plug yand the 
corresponding socket) used with audio and video 


phossy jaw 


equipment, in which one conductor is cylindrical and 
the other is a central part that extends beyond i it. 
phono- comb. form denoting sound. [from Greek 
phoné ‘voice, sound] 
phonograph 2. 1 Brit. ¥ am early form of gramo- 
phone using cylinders and able to record as well as 
reproduce sound. 2. Amer. a gramophone. 


amplifier 


recording mouthpiece 
cylinder — % 


handle 


PHONOGRAPH DESIGNED BY 
THOMAS EDISON (1877) 


phonology n. the study of sounds in a language. 
0 phonological ad. phonologically ad:. phon- 
ologist 7. 

phonon 7. 
vibrations. 

phony var. of rionty. 

phooey wii. collog. an expression of disgust or disbelief. 

phoresy 7. <00/. an association in which one organ- 
ism is carried by another, without being a parasite. 
a phoretic adj. [based on Greek phoresis being 
carried] 

phormium 7. a fibre-yielding New Zealand plant 
of the genus Phormium (agave family). [from Greek 
phormion, a species of plant] 

phosgene 7. a colourless Lgiate gas (carbonyl 
chloride), formerly used in warlare. {based on 
Greek phos “hght’, gunlight being used in the origi- 
nal production process] 


Physics a quantum of sound or elastic 


phosphate 2. any salt or ester of phosphoric acid, 
esp. used as a fertilizer. [French, based on phosphore 
‘phosphorus’| 0 phdsphatic adj. 

phosphine 7. Chen. a colourless foul-smelling gas, 
phosphorus trihydvice. o phosphinie ad). 

phosphite ». Chem. any salt or ester of phosphor- 
ous acid. 

phospho- com, form denoting phosphorus. 

phospholipid 7. Biochem. any lipid consisting of a 
phosphate group and one or more fatty acids, 
including those ferming cell membranes. 

phosphor #1. 1 = viosvHors. 2 a synthetic fluores- 
cent or phosphorescent substance. [from Latin 
phosphorus phosphorus | 

phosphor bronze ». a tough hard bronze alloy 
containing a small amount of phosphorus, used 
csp. for bearings. 

phosphorescence »). I raciation similar to fluor- 
escence but detectable afier excitation ceases. 
2 the emission of light without combustion or 
percepuble heat, O phosphoresce uinir phos- 
phorescent ad). 

phosphoric adj. 1 Chem. containing phosphorus, 
esp. in its higher valency of five. 2 phosphorescent. 

phosphoric acid 7. a crysialline solid which has 
many commercial uses, 

phosphorite ». a non-crystalline form of apatite. 

phosphorous «7. 1 Chem. containing phosphorus, 
esp. in its lower valency of three ( phosphorous acid . 
2 phosphorescent. 

phosphorus ». (fem. a non-metallic element exist- 
ing in allotropic forms, esp. as a whitish waxy 
substance burning slowly at ordinary temperatures 
and so luminous in the dark, and a reddish form 
used in matches, fertilizers, etc. [from Greek 
phosphoroy “the morning star’| 

phossy jaw 2. colloq. hist. gangrene of the jawbone 
caused by phosphorous poisoning, 


photic 


photic ad. 1 of or relating to light. 2 (of ocean 
layers) reached by sunlight. 

photism ~. a hallucinatory sensation or vision of 
light. 

photo e x. (pi. -os) = motockarn n. @ utr (-oes, 
-o0ed) = PHOLOGRAPH U. 

photo- comb. form denoting: 1 light ( photosensitive). 
2 photography ( photocumposition). [from Greek phos, 
photos light’, or abbreviation of pHorocesrt] 

photobiology 2. the study of the effects of light on 
living organisms. : 

photocall n. Bri. an occasion on which theatrical 
performers, famous personalities, etc., pose for 
photographers by arrangement. 

photocell x. = rHororuecrric crit. 

photochemical adj. of or relating to the chemical 
action of light. 

photochemical smog 7. a condition of the 
atmosphere caused by the action of sunlight on 
pollutants, resulting im haze and high levels of 
ozone and nitrogen oxide. 

photochemistry 7. the study of the chemical 
effects of light. 

photecomposition 7. = vi1.\isierrinc. 

photoconductivity 7. conductivity caused by the 
action of light. o photoconductive adj. 

photocopier 7. ¥ a machine for producing photo- 
copies. 

photocopy e 7. (//. -ies) a photographic copy of 
printed or written material. @ v/ (-ies, -ied, make 
a photocopy of: 0 photocopiable adj. 

photodegradable ad. capable of being decom- 
posed by the action of light, esp. sunlight. 

photediode 7. a semiconductor diode responding 
electrically to iumination, 

photoelectric adj. marked by or using emissions 
of electrons from substances exposed to light. 
0 photoelectricity 1. 

photoelectric cell 1. a device using a photoclec- 
tric effect to generate current. 

photoelectron 7... an electron emitted from an 
atom by interaction with a photon, esp. one emit- 
ted from a solid surface by the action of hght. 

photo finish ». a close finish of a race or contest, 
esp. one where the winner is disunguishable only 
from a photograph. 

photofit 7. Brit. a reconstructed picture of a person 
(esp. one sought by the police) made from compos- 
ite photographs of facial features. 

photogenic ad. having an appearance that looks, 
pleasing in photographs. 


PHOTOCOPIER 


, At the heart of a photocopier 
is a charged photoconductive 
drum. The image to be 
copied is projected via a lens 
and mirrors on to the drum. 
Light from white areas of 


projected 
image 


the image disperses the oe 
' charge where it hits the “Pie 
drum. The drum is lefi 
with charged areas that : 
correspond to the black discharged 
part of 


parts of the document. 
These attract toner from a 
roller to form a copy of 
the document on the 7 
drum, which is then - 
transferred to a <= 
sheet of paper. 


drum — “ 
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PHOTOSYNTHESIS 


Photosynthesis takes place in chloroplasts, 
the microscopic green organelles inside the 
cells of green plant ussue, especially leaves. 
During photosynthesis, a plant uses the 
energy in sunlight to carry out a chain of 
chemical reactions. It makes the food sub- 
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photograph e ». a picture formed by means of the 
chemical action of light or other raciiation on sensi- 
live film. @ z/ (also absol.) take a photograph of. 
0 photographable adj. photographer 7. photo- 
graphic a. photographically ad. 
photographic memory 7. a memory allowing 
the recall of visual images with great accuracy. 
photography 1. 
photographs. 


photogravure 7. 1 an image produced from a 
photographic negative transferred to a metal plate 
and etched in. 2 this process. [French, based on 
gravure “engraving | 

photojournalism 1. the art or practice of relating 
news by photographs. o photojournalist 1. 

photolithography 7. (also photolitho) litho- 
graphy using plates made photographically, 
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photosynthesis 


stance glucose, which is the energy source 
for the whole plant, from molecules of 
carbon dioxide and water. Oxygen is formed 
as a by-product. Photosynthesis is vital to life 
on Earth, since all animals are directly or 
indirectly dependent on plants for food. 
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0 photolithographic ad. photolithographic- 
ally adv. 

photometer /[oh-tom-i-ter/ 7. an imstrument for 
measuring light. O photometric adj. photom- 
etry 7. 


photomicrograph ». a photograph of an image 
produced by a microscope. 0 photomicrog- 
raphy 7. 

photomontage 1. 1 the technique of constructing 
a montage from photographic images, 2 a compos- 
ile picture so produced. 

photomultiplier ». an instrument containing a 
photcell and a serics of electrodes, used to detect 
and amplily the light from very faint sources. 

photon 2. a quantum of clectromagnetic radiation 
energy, proportional to the frequency of radiation. 
[from Greek phds photos light | 

photonovel 7. a novel told in a series of 
photographs with superimposed speech bubbles. 

photo-offset 7. offset printing with plates made 
photographically. 

photo op 2. .\. Ani). collog. = puoi orrortenriy. 

photo opportunity 1). = Hoi \i. 

photophobia »:. an abnormal fear of or aversion to 
light. a photophobic ad). 

photoreceptor 7. 4 structure ma living organism. 
esp. a sensory cell or sense organ, that responds to 
meident light. 
photosensitive «dj. reacting to light. o 

k sensitivity 1. 

photo session 7. a pre-arranged session in 

which a photographer takes photographs of a 

person for use in advertising et 

photosetting 1. = 11) sisi 1 11N.. G photoset &./). ( pas! 
and past part. -set). photosetter 1. 

photo shoot 7. = pinto sissios. 

photostat e 2, prov. La type of photocopier. 2 a 
copy made by this means. @ w/: (-statted. 
-statting) make a photostat of. 0 photostatic ad). 


photo- 


photosynthesis 7. A the process by which the 
energy of sunlight is uscd by organisms, esp. green 
plants, to synthesize carbohydrates from carbon 
cioxide and water, 0 photosynthesize utr G int) 
also -ise). photosynthetic ad). photosynthet- 
ically ad: 


phototropism 


PHOTOTROPISM 

Phototropism in a plant is manifested by 
the growth of the roots or shoots towards 
or away from a source of light. Shoots 

| show positive phototropism, detecting the 
>of hight and orientating themselves 


sour 
to receive the maximum amount (as 
demonstrated here). Roots show negative 


phototropism by growing away from light. 
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phototropism 7. A the tendency of a plant etc. to 


turn towards or away {from source of hght 
0 phototropic ad) 
phototypesetter machine for filmsettin 


(5 phototypeset adj. phototypesetting 1 


photovoltaic ad). relating to the production of 


electric current at the junction of two substance 
CXpo d to light 
phrasal adj. Gram. consisting of a phras 
phrasal verb ». an ichiomatic phrase consisting o! 
iverb and an adverb | / ren or averb and 
a preposilion (¢.2 lo), or mnbination of both 
tg 
phrase e 7. 1 a group of words forming a concep- 
tual unit. but 4 tc 2 an idiomatic o1 
hort | ithy expression. 3 a mode of CXPression (d 
Nice | 4 Ni. a vroup of notes forming 
a distinct uni hin a lar pu @ idx Lexpres 
in was ih 2 p. when read- 
mie J Ul 1 ¢ entcn mito 
units is to Con the meaning of the whole 
BM liv ic iu Into pt ‘sp. in perforni 
AK bTyeasere mn Crreck / to declare, tell | 
D phrasing 
phrase book 1. a book for tourists ete. listing useful 
expressions with then yuivalent in foreign 
phraseology ipl. -tes, 1 a choice oO arrange- 
ment of Bee | \] n 
phreaking gee Chicth, the action ol 
hacking i TUL nN tem lo 
olt Wie || Wow Ob / 1) Whi 
law Witt 
phrenology Pf I, of the sha nel si 
of Ue nium ip Linchcation of charac- 
ter an i | Greek 
mind | O phrenological «/, phrenologist 
phthisis /fthy i wun 
cls ( Loatin ni Xs 


phut vr. a dull abrupt sound as of an impact or 
explosion. 6 go phut collog. collapse, break down. 

phyla p/. of puyiem. 

phylactery 2. ( /, -ies) a small leather box contain- 
ing Hebrew texts worn by Jewish men at morning 

on “amulcv’| 


prayer. {from Greck phula 
phyllo var. of rio. 
phyllo- comb. form \eal. [from Greek] 
phylloquinone », one of the K vitamins, found in 
leafy green vegetables, and essential for the blood- 
clotting process. 
phylloxera /fil-oks-eer-a/ x. any plant-louse of (or 
formerly of) the genus Phyllovera, esp. Daklulosphauva 
wlifoltae, a pest of vines. [from Greck phullon leaf? + 
\eros “cry | 
phylogeny ». the evolutionary development and 
diversification of groups of organisms, or particu- 
lar features of organisms. [based on Greek phulon 
‘race’| 0 phylogenetic adj. 
phylum 7. (//. phyla) Bio/. a taxonomic rank below 
a kingdom and above a class. [from Greek phulon 
‘race’ 
physalis /fy-sa-lis/ n. any plant of the 
Phyvalis, bearing fruit surrounded by lantern-like 
calyxes. {from Greek piyyallis bladder’, with refer- 
ence to the inflated calyx] 


genus 


physic 1. archaic 1 a medicine (a dose of physi). 2 the 
art of healing. 3 the medical profession. [from 
Greek phusihé (epistéme) (knowledge) of nature’] 
physical e «dj. 1 of or concerning the body ( phys: 
cal exercise: ph pical education), 2 of matter; material 
thoth mental and physical force). 3 a of, or according to. 
the laws of nature (@ physical tmpoysibilily,. b belong- 
ing to physic physical science). @ no a medical 
examination. 0 physicality 1. physically ad 
physical chemistry 7. the application of physic 
to the study of chemical behaviour 
physical education 7. instruction in physical 
exercise and games, esp. in schools 
physical geography 2. geography dealing with 


natural features 


PIANO 
A piano frame is either vertical as 
in the upright piano — or horizontal 
as in the grand piano (shown 
here}, Nletal strings are stretched on 
the fraine with great force. Pressing 
a key makes a felt-upped hammer 
strike a string, which vibrates. This 
causes the soundboard underneath 
the strings to resonate, making the 
pianos distinctive sound. 
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physical science 7. the sciences used in the study 
of inanimate natural objects 

physic garden n. a garden for cultivating medi- 
cinal herbs ete. 

physician 7. 1 a a person legally qualified to prac- 
tise medicine and surgery. b a specialist in medical 
diagnosis and treatment. c any medical practi- 
tioner. 2 a healer (ceork 2» the best physician). 

physicist 7. a person skilled in physics. 

physico- comb. form 1 physical (and). 2 of physics 
rand) 

physics n. the science dealing with the properties 
and interactions of matter and energy. [pl. of 
archaic physic ‘physical (thing)’, suggested by Greek 
phusika “natural things | 

physio 7. (p/. -os) collog. a physiotherapist. 

physio- comb. form nature; what is natural. [from 
Greek phusis ‘nature’ 

physiognomy /fiz-i-on-6mi/ 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a the 
cast or form of a person’s features, expression, etc. 
b the art of supposedly judging character from 
facial characteristics etc. 2 the external features 
of a landscape ete. [from Greek phuszognomonia 

nature (by his features)’] 

physiognomical adj. 


judging of a man’s 
a physiognomic ad). 
physiognomist /” 
physiography 2. the description of nature, of 
natural phenomena, or of a class of objects 
O physiographic ad. physiographical ad). 
physiological adj. (also physiologic) of or 
concerning physiology. 0 physiologically ad 
physiology n. 1 the science of the functions of 
living organisms and their parts. 2 these functions 
O physiologist v7, 
physiotherapy 2. the treatment of disease, injury. 
deformity, etc., by physical methods including 
manipulation, massage, infra-red heat treatment, 
remedial exercise, etc. physiotherapist iff 
physique 2. the bochly structure, development, and 
organization of an individual (an undernourished 
phyvique). [French] 
phyto- roms. form denoung a plait. 
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phytochemistry 


phytochemistry 1. the chemistry of plant prod- 
ucts. 0 phytochemical adj. 

phytoplankton 7. the component ‘of plankton 
consisting of microscopic plants. 

pi n. 1 the sixteenth letter of the Greek alphabet 
(II, x). 2 (as m) the symbol of the ratio of the 
circumference of a circle to its diameter (approx. 
3.14159). [Greek; sense 2: from Greek periphereia 
‘circumference’] 

pi? adj. Brit. slang pious. 

pi? US var. of re’, 

piani pl. of piano?. 

pianism 7. 1 the art or technique of piano playing. 
2 the skill or style of a composer of piano music. 
O pianistic adj. pianistically adv. 

pianissimo Mus. @ adj. performed very sofily. @ adu. 
very softly. @ n. (pl. -os or pianissimi) a passage to 
be performed very sofily. [Italian] 

Pianist 7. the player of a piano. [from French 
praniste| 

piano! 7. (pl. -os) < a large musical instrument 
played by pressmg down keys on a keyboard and 
causing hammers to strike metal strings, > upricH?. 
[Italian, abbreviation of panororte] 

piano’ e adj. 1 Mus. performed sofily. 2 subdued. 
@ ad. 1 Mus. sofily. 2 in a subdued manner. e n. ( pl. 
-os or piani) Mus. a passage to be performed softly. 
{from Latin planus ‘flat’, (of sound) ‘soft’] 

Piano accordion 7. an accordion with a small 
vertical keyboard like that of a piano. 

pianoforte n. Mus. formal or archaic a piano. [Italian, 
earlier piano ¢ forte ‘soft and loud’, expressing its 
gradation of tone] 

pianola 7. prop. a kind of automatic piano. 

piano nobile /pi-ah-noh nob-br-lay/ n. Archit. the 
main storey of a large house. [Italian, literally 
‘noble floor’ | 

piano trio 7. a trio for piano and two stringed 
instruments. 

piano-tuner 7. a person who tunes pianos for a 
living. . 

piassava 7. a stout fibre obtained from the leaf- 
stalks of various American and African palin trees. 

piastre 7. (US also piaster) a small coin and mon- 
etary unit of several Middle Eastern countries. 
{from Italian piastre (d’argento) ‘plate (of silver)’| 

piazza /pee-at-sa/ n. 1 a public square or market 
place. 2 U’S the veranda of a house. [Italian] 

pibroch /pee-brok/ 7. a series of esp. martial or 
funerary variations on a theme for the bagpipes. 
[from Gaelic piobaireachd ‘art of piping’ | i 

pic 7. collog. a picture, esp. a cinema film. 

pica /py-ki/ n. Printing 1 a unit of type size 
(4, inch), 2 a size of letters in typewriting (10 per 
inch). [from Anglo-Latin pica, a 15th-century book 
of rules about Church feasts] 

picador 7. (in bullfighting) a person on horseback 
who goads the bull with a lance. [Spanish, literally 
‘pricker J 

picaresque adj. (of a style of fiction) dealing with 
the episodic adventures of rogues etc. [from Span- 
ish picaresco| 


a Usage Picaresque is someumes used to mean 
‘transitory’ or ‘roaming’, but this is considered 
incorrect in standard English. 


picaroon 2. aha 1 a a rogue. b a thief. 2 aa 
pirate. b a pirate ship. 

picayume /pik-a-yoon/ V. Amey. en. 1 a small coin 
of little value, esp. a 5-cent piece. 2 collog. an 
insignificant person or thing. @ adj. collog. mean, 
contemptible; petty. {from French picaillon, a Pied- 
montese coin] 

piccalilli x. (p/. piccalillis) a pickle of chopped 
vegetables, mustard, and hot spices. [1 8th-century 
coinage| 

piccaninay 7. (l/S pickaninny) (//. -1es) often 
offens. a small black or Australian Aboriginal child. 
[W. Indian Creole, from Spanish pequeno ‘hitle’] 
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piccolo 2 
a. ( pl. -os) SXe 
1 > a small i cylindrical 
flute sounding an a metal tube 
octave higher than “*S" 
the ordinary one. ‘ss. 


[> ORCHESTRA, WOODWIND. a ae 
2 a piccolo-player. [Ital- ™ 
ian, literally ‘small’] 

pick! e vi 1 (also absol.) choose 
carefully (picked the pink one; picked a 
leam; picked the right moment to intervene). 

2 detach or pluck (a flower, fruit, ete.) from a 
stem, tree, etc. 3 a probe with the finger, an instru- 
ment, etc. to remove unwanted matter. b clear (a 
hone, carcass, etc.) of scraps of meat etc. 4 (also 
absol.) (of a person) eat (food, a meal, etc.) in small 
bits. 5 (also absol.) esp. N. Amer. pluck the strmgs of 
(a banjo etc.). 6 a select (a route or path) carefully 
over difficult terrain on foot. b place (one’s steps 
ete.) carefully. 7 pull apart ( pick oakum).@ n. 1 the act 
or an instance of picking. 2 aa selection or choice. 
b the right to select (had first pick of the prizes). 3 (usu. 
foll. by of ) the best (the pick of the bunch). D pick and 
choose select carefully or fastidiously. pick at 
1 eat (food) without interest. 2 = pick on 1. pick a 
person’s brains extract ideas, information, etc., 
from a person for one’s own use. pick a fight = pick 
a quarrel. pick holes (or a hole; in 1 make holes in 
(material etc.) by plucking, poking, ete. 2 find fault 
with (an idea etc.), pick a lock open a lock with an 
instrument other than the proper key. pick off 
1 pluck (leaves ete.) off. 2 shoot (people etc.) one by 
one without haste. 3 eliminate (opposition etc.) 
singly. pick on 1 find fault with; nag at. 2 select. 
pick‘out 1 take from a larger number ( picked him 
out from the others). 2 distinguish from surrounding 
objects or at a distance (can just puck out the church 
spire). 3 play (a tune) by ear on the piano etc. 4 esp. 
Brit. a highlight (a painung ete.) with touches of 
another colour. b accentuate (decoration, a paint- 
ing, etc.) with a contrasting colour {picked out the 
handles in red). 5 make out (the meaning of a 
passage etc.). pick over select the best from. pick 
a person’s pockets steal the contents of a 
person’s pockets. pick a quarrel start an argu- 
ment or a fight deliberately. pick to pieces = lak: 
to pueces (see pct). pick up 1 grasp and raise. 2 acquire 
by chance or without effort (picked up a cold, picked up 
French easily). 3 a fetch (a person, animal, or thing) 
left in another person’s charge. b stop for and take 
along with one, esp. in a vehicle (pick me up on the 
corner). 4 make the acquaintance of (a person) casu- 
ally, esp. as a sexual overture. 5 (of one’s health, the 
weather, share prices, etc.) recover, umprove. 6 (of 
an engine etc.) recover speed; accelerate. 7 (of the 
police etc.) arrest. 8 detect by scrutiny or with a 
telescope, searchlight, radio, ete. (picked up most of 
the mistakes, picked up a distress signal). 9 a form or 
renew (a friendship). b resume, take up anew (pick 
up where we left off). 10 (esp. in phy. pick up the 
tab) accept the responsibility of paying {a bill etc,). 
11 (refl.) raise (oneself etc.) after a fall etc. 12 raise 
(the feet etc.) clear of the ground. take one’s pick 
make a choice from a range of things. [Middle 
Laghsh| 

pick? e x. 1 a long-handled tool having a usu. 
curved iron bar pointed at One or both ends, used 
for breaking up hard ground, masonry, ete. 2 collog. 
a plectrum. 3 any mstvument for picking. @ utr 
1 break the surface of (the ground ete.) with or as if 
with a pick, 2 make (holes ete.) in this way. [Middle 
English] 

pickaback var. of riccysack. 

pickaninny l/S var. of riccaninny. 

pickaxe 7. (US pickax) = pcx? n. 1. [from Old 
French picois, assimilated to \vt] 
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picker 1. 1 a person or thing that picks something. 
2 (often in comb) a person who gathers something 
hop picher . 

picket e 7. 1 a person or group of people outside a 
place of work, intending to persuade esp. workers 
not to enter during a strike etc. 2 a pointed stake 
driven into the ground. 3 (also picquet, piquet) 
Mil. aa small body of troops or a single soldier sent 
out to watch for the enemy, held in readiness, ete. 
b a party of sentries. c an outpost. d a camp guard 
on police duty. @ uw (picketed, picketing) 1 a 7, @ 
intr, station or act as a picket. b é beset or guard 
with a picket or pickets. 2 ¢ secure with stakes. 3 ¢, 
tether (an animal). [from French fzquet ‘pointed 
stake’] G picketer n. 

picket line 7. a boundary established by workers 
on strike, esp. at the entrance to the place of work, 
which others are asked not to cross. 

pickings 7.~/, 1 perquisites; pilferings (rich pickings). 
2 remaining scraps; gleanings. 

pickle e 7. 1 a (often in f/.) food, esp. vegetables, 
preserved in brine, vinegar, mustard, etc. b the 
brine, vinegar, etc. in which food is preserved. e US 
a cucumber preserved thus. 2 collog. a plight (a fine 
pickle we are in!). 3 Brit. collog. a mischievous child. 
@ «(x 1 preserve in pickle. 2 treat with pickle. 3 (as 
pickled adj.) slang drunk. [from Middle Dutch 
pehel| 

pickler n. 1 a person who pickles vegetables ete. 
2 a vegetable suitable for pickling, 

picklock 1. 1 a person who picks locks. 2 an instru- 
ment for this. 

pick-me-up 7. 1 a tonic for the nerves etc. 2 an 
experience that cheers. 

pickpocket , a person who steals from the pockets 
of others. 0 pickpocketing 7. 

pick-up 7. I (in full pick-up truck) a small open 
motor truck. 2 a device that produces an electrical 
signal in response to some other kind of signal or 
change, esp. a the part of a record player carrying 
the stylus. b W a device on a musical instrument 
which converts sound vibrations into electrical 
signals for amplification. 3 slang a person met casu- 
ally, esp. for sexual purposes. 4 the act of picking 
up, esp. of giving a person a Iifi. 5 an increase in, or 
recovery of, speed or prosperity. 6 Alus. a series of 
introductory notes lead- 
ing into the opening part 
of a tune. 
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Pickwickian adj. 1 of or like Mr Pickwick in Dick- 
ens's Pickwick Papers, esp. in being jovial, plump, etc. 
2 (of words or their sense) misunderstood or 
misused, esp. to avoid offence. 

picky ad. pickier, pickiest) collog. excessively 
fastidious. 

pick-your-own adj. (usu. aftr.) (of commercially 
grown fruit and vegetables) dug or picked by the 
customer at the place of production. 

picnic e 7. 1 an outing taking a packed meal to be 
eaten out of doors. 2 any meal eaten out of doors 
or without preparation, tables, chairs, etc. 3 (usu. 
with neg.) collog. something agreeable or easily 
accomplished etc. (?/ was no picnic organizing the meet 
ing), @ v.inty. picnicked, picnicking; take part ina 
picnic. [from French pique-nique] 0 picnicker n. 
picnicky ad). 

pico- comb. form denoting a factor of 10 ¢ ( picometre: 
picosecond). (from Spanish pico “beak, peak, lite bit] 
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picot /pee-koh/ rn. & a small loop of twisted thread 
in a lace edging etc. [French, literally ‘little peak’] 

picquet var. of rickir a. 3. 

picric acid 7. a very bitter yellow compound used 
in dyeing and surgery and in explosives. [based on 
Greck pikros ‘bitter’| 0 picrate n. 

Pict 7. a member of an ancient people of N. Britain. 
[from Late Latin Pictt| 0 Pictish ad}. 

pictograph 7. (also pictogram) | a ¥ a pictorial 
symbol for a word or phrase. b an ancient record 
consisting of these. 2 a pictorial representation of 
statistics etc. on a chart, graph, etc. [based on Latin 
pingere picl- ‘to paint’| 0 pictographic adj. picto- 
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pictorial e aq. 1 of or expressed in a picture or 
pictures. 2 illustrated. 3 picturesque. @ n. a journal, 
postage stamp, ete., with a picture or pictures as the 
main feature. [based on Latin pictor “painter’} 
0 pictorially ad. 

picture e 7. 1 a (often ain) a pamtng, drawing, 
photograph, etc., esp. as a work of art. ba portrait, 
esp. a photograph, of a person (does not like to have her 
picture laken). c a beautiful object ther hat is a picture. 
2 aa total visual or mental impression produced; a 
scene (lhe picture looks bleak}. b a written or spoken 
description (drew a vivid picture of moral decay). 3 a a 
film. b (in pl; prec. by the) a showing of films at a 
cinema (went to the pictures), e (in pl.) films in general. 
4 an image on a television screen, 5 collog. a esp. 
ion. a person or thing exemplifying something (he 
was the picture of innocence). b a person or thing 
resembling another closcly (dhe picture of her aunt). 
¢ iron. a striking expression, pose, cte.; a comic or 
striking sight (her face was a piclure). @ v.lr 1 represent 
in a SN 2 also refl.) imagine (pictured it to 
herself. 3 describe graphically. 0 get the picture 
collag. grasp) the tendency or drift of circumstances, 
information, etc. in the picture fully informed. 
out of the picture uninvolved, inactive; irrele- 
vant. [from Latin pichoa| 

picture book ». a book containing many illustra- 
tions. 

picture frame ». a [ram made to hold a picture. 

picture gallery 7. a place contaming an exhibition 
or collection of pictures. 

picturegoer 7. 4 person who frequents the cinema. 

picture hat 7. a woman's wide-brimmed highly 
decorated hat as in pictures by [8th-c. English 
painters such as Reynoule and Gainsborough. 

picture palace ». Bri/. anhau a cinema. 

picture postcard /). a postcard with a picture on 
one side. 

picture rail 7. a horizontal rail on a wall lor hang- 
ing pictures from, & cov 
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picturesque adj. 1 beautiful or striking. 2 (of 
language etc.) strikingly graphic. [from Iftalian 
pilloresco| O picturesquely adv. picturesque- 
ness /. 

picture window 7. a very large window consisting 
of one pane of glass. 

picture-writing 7. a mode of recording events ete. 
by pictorial symbols as in early hieroglyphics ete. 

piddle e ¢.inir. 1 collog. urinate, 2 work or act ma 
trillng way. 3 (as piddling adj.) collog. trivial; 
trifling. @ 7. collog. 1 an act of urinating. 2 urine. 

piddock ». any rock-boring bivalve mollusc of the 
family Pholadidae. used for bait. 

pidgin 7. a simplified language containing vocabu- 
lary from two or more languages, used for 
communication between people not having a 
common language. [Chinese corruption of 
business| 

pidgin English 7. a pidgin in which the chicf 
language is English, used originally between 
Chinese and Europeans. 

pi-dog var. of ryi-pou. 

pie! n. 1 a baked dish of meat, fish, fruit, etc., usu. 
with a top and hase of pastry. 2 anything resem- 
bling a pic in form (a mud pie). D easy as pie collog. 
very casy. pie in the sky co//og. an unrealistic 
prospect of future happiness. {Middle English] 

pie? n. archaic 1 a magpic. 2 a pied animal. [from 
Latin pica ‘magpie | 

pie? n. (US pi: 1a confused imass of printers’ type. 
2 chaos. 

piebald e ad. 1 tusu. of an animal, esp. a horse) 
having irregular patches of two colours, esp. black 
and white. 2 motley; mongrel. @ 2. a piebald 
animal, esp. a horse. 

piece e 7. ta one of the distinct portions forming 
part of or broken off trom a larger object (a piece of 
viring). b each of the parts of which a set or cat- 
egory is composed (a five-piece band. a plece of furni- 
fe). 24 com of specified value (506 piece). 3 aa usu. 
short literary or musical composition or a picture, 
b a theatrical play. 4 an item, instance, or example 
(a plece of impudence: a piece of news). 3 a any of the 
objects used to make moves m bhvuard games. b a 
chessmian (strictly, other than a pawn,. 6 a definite 
quantity in which a thing is sold. 7 an enclosed 
portion (ol land ctc.). 8 s/ang offens. awoman. 9 (toll. 
by of) collog. a share in, mvolvement in: a financial 
share or investment in (hay a piece of the neve produc- 
tions. 10 esp. .V. Amer slang a portable firearm; a 
handgun. @ v./r 1 (usu. foll. by together) form into a 
whole; put together; join \ finally pieced his story 
tovether). 2 (usu. loll. by out) a eke out. b form (a 
theory cte.) by combining parts ete. 3 (usu. fol, by 
up; patch. 4 join (threads) m spinning. a by the 
piece (paid) according to the quantity of work 
done. go to pieces collapse emotionally. in one 
piece LI unbroken. 2 unharmed. in pieces 
broken. of a piece uniforin, consistent, in keeping. 
a piece of the action \s/ane 1 a share in the 
profits accruing from something. 2 a share in the 
excitement. a piece of cake sce «.\K1.. a piece of 
one’s mind a sharp rebuke or lecture. say one’s 
piece give one’s opinion or make a prepared state- 
ment. take to pieces 1 break up or dismantle. 
2 criticize harshly, [from Old French] o piecer 7. 

bof @.). 

piéce de résistance /pee-ess (lé ray-zeess-tahnss/ 
n.: pl. pieces de résistance pronunc. same, 1 the 
most unportant or remarkable item, 2 the most 
substantial dish ata meal. [French] 

piece-goods 1,//. fabrics 
lengths. 

piecemeal e adi. picce by piece: gradually, @ ad). 
gradual; unsystematic. {Middle English] 

piece of eight ». /1i)/. a Spanish dollar. cquivalent 
to 8 reals. 

piece-rate 1. a rate of payment for piecework. 

piecework 7. work pail for by the 
produced, 


an sense 


woven in stanclardd 


amount 


water vapour 
1% 


hydrogen 
78a 


oxygen 
21% 


PIE CHART SHOWING THE RELATIVE 
GONSTITUENTS OF THE EARTH’S ATMOSPHERE 


pie chart 7. Aa circle divided into sectors to repre- 
sent relative quantities, 

piecrust 7. the baked pastry crust of a pie. 

pied adj. particoloured. [Middle English] 

pied-a-terre /pyayd ah tair/ n. (pl. pieds-a- 
terre pronunc. same) a flat, house, etc. kept for 
occasional use. [French, literally ‘foot to carth’| 

pie-dog var. of pyr-poc. 

Pied Piper 7. a person enticing followers, 
their doom. 

pie-eyed adj. slang drunk. 

pier 7. 1 a a structure raised on piles and leading 
out to sea, a lake, etc., used as a promenade and 
landing stage, and Bri/. often with entertainment 
arcades etc. b a breakwater. 2 a a support of an 
arch or of the span of a bridge; a pillar. b sohd 
masonry between windows etc. 3 a long narrow 
structure projecting from the main body of an 
airport terminal, along which passengers walk to 
and from their aircraft. [Middle English per, from 
Anglo-Latin pera} 

pierce «. 1 / a (of a sharp instrument etc.) pene- 
trate. b prick with a sharp instrument, esp. to make 
a hole. ¢ make a hole. opening, or tunnel into or 
through (something), bore through. d make (a hole 
etc.) ( pierced a hole in the belt). e (of cold, grief, etc.) 
affect keenly or sharply, f (of a heht. glance, sound, 
etc.) penetrate keenly or sharply, 2 intr (as pittes 
adj.) (of a glance, intuition, high ‘noise, etc.) keen, 
sharp, or unpleasantly penctrating. 3 (7 force a way 
through or into ( piercéd the German line). 4 intr. (usu. 
loll. by through, info) penctrate. [from Latin pertundere 
‘to bore through’| o@iercer 7. piercingly adi. 

pier glass 7. a large mirror, used originally to fill 
wall-space between windows. 

pierrot /peer-oh/ n. { fem. pierrette /pecr-et/) 
Theatr. a white-faced entertainer in pier shows etc. 
with a loose white clown’s costume. |French, liter- 
ally “tte Peter’ 

pieta /pce-ay-tah/ x. a picture or sculpture of the 
Virgin Mary holding the dead body of Christ on 
her lap or in her arms. [Italian, from Latin] 

pietism 1. 1 pious sentiment. 2 an exaggerated or 
affected piety. O pietist nr, pietistic adj. pietistic- 
al ad). 

piety 7. (il. -ies; 1 the quality of being pious. 2 a 
pious act. [from Latin piefas “duufulness’] 

piezoelectricity /pect-soh-ilek-tris-iti/ n. clec- 
tric polarization in a substance resulting from the 
application of mechanical stress, esp. in certain 
crystals. [based on Greck piezein “to press’| D piezo- 
electric «dj. piezoelectrically ad: 

piffle collog. @ n. nonsense; empty speech. @ winir, 
talk or act feebly; trifle. 0 piffler x. 

piffling adj. collog. trivial: worthless. 

pig e 7. 1 a any omnivorous hoofed broad-snouted 
bristly mammal of the family Suidae. & uxcuiare. 
b US a young pig; a piglet. ¢ (often in comb.) any 
similar animal (guinea pig). 2 the flesh of esp. a 
young or sucking pig as food. 3 collog. a a greedy, 
dirty, obstinate, or annoying person. b an unpleas- 
ant, awkward, or difficult thing, task, ete. 4 an 
oblong mass of metal from a smelting furnace. 
5 slang offens. a police officer. 6 Sc. dial. an earthen- 
ware hot-water bottle. @ ul: \pigged, pigging, 
1 (also abso/.) (of a sow) bring forth (piglets). 2 collog. 
cat (food) greedily. O buy a pig in a poke buy, 


esp. to 


pigeon 


accept, etc. something without knowing its value or 
esp. seeing it. make a pig of oneself overeat. 
make a pig’s ear of collog. make a mess of; 
bungle. pig it live in a disorderly, untidy, or filthy 
fashion. pig out (often foll. by on) esp. V. Amer. slang 
make a pig of oneself; overeat. [Middle English| 
0 piglet n. piglike adj. pigling n. 

pigeon! 7. 1 any of several large usu. grey and white 
birds of the family Columbidae; a dove. 2 slang a 
person easily swindled. [from Old French pyon| 
O pigeonry 7. (pl. ~ies). 

pigeon? 7. 1 = pw. 2 collog. a particular concern, 
job, or business (that’s not my pigeon). 

pigeon-breast 7. (also pigeon-chest) a deformed 
human chest with a projecting breastbone. 
0 pigeon-breasted adj. (also pigeon-chested). 

pigeon fancier n. a person who keeps and breeds 
fancy pigeons. 0 pigeon-fancying 7. 

pigeon-hole e 7. 1 each of a set of compartments 
in a cabinet or on a wall for letters etc. 2 a small 
recess for a pigeon to nest in. @ wir 1 assign (a 
person or thing) to a preconceived category. 2 put 
(a matter) aside for the time bemg. 3 deposit (a 
document) in a pigeon-hole. 

pigeon-toed ad. (of a person) having the toes 
turned inwards. 

piggery 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a pig-breeding farm etc. 
2=piesty |. 3 piggishness. 

piggish aq). 1 of or relating to pigs. 2 having a quality 
associated with pigs. 0 piggishness 7. 

Piggy @ 7. (also piggie) (pl. piggies) collog. 1 a little 
pig. 2 aa child’s word for a pig. b a child’s word for 
a toe. @ ad). (piggier, piggiest) 1 like a pig. 2 (of 
features etc.) like those of a pig (little piggy eves). 
O piggy in the middle = pic in THE MDL. 

Piggyback (also pickaback) @ n. a ride on the 
back and shoulders of another person. @ v. 1 intr 
ride (as if) on a person’s back and shoulders. 2 ¢y 
a give a piggyback to. b carry or mount on top of 
another thing, @ adv. 1 on the back and shoulders of 
another person. 2 on the back or top of a larger 
object. [] 6th-century coinage| 

piggy bank ». a pig-shaped moncy box. 

pig-headed adj. obstinate. 0 pig-headedly adi. 
pig-headedness 7. 

pig-ignorant adj. collog. extremely ignorant. 

pig in the middle 7. esp. Bri. a person who is 
placed in an awkward situation between two others 
(after a ball game for three with one in the middle; 

pig-iron 7. crude iron from a smelting furnace. 

pigment e 7. 1 colouring matter used as paint or 
dye. > rresco. 2 the natural colourmg matter “of 
animal or plant tissue. @ z./, colour with or as if 
with pigment. [from Latin pigmentum] O pigmen- 
tary ad). 

pigmentation 7. 1 the natural colouring of plants, 
animals, etc. 2 the excessive colourmg of tssue by 
the deposition of pigment. 

Pigmy var. of pyeny. 

pigskin 7. 1 the hide of a pig. 2 leather made from 
this. 3.N Amer a football. 

pigsticking 7. 1 the hunting of wild boar with a 
spear on horseback. 2 the butchering of pigs. 

pigsty 2. (//. -ies) 1 a pen or enclosure for a pig or 
pigs. 2 a filthy house, room, ete. 

pigswill 7. kitchen refuse and scraps fed to pigs. 

pigtail 7. a plait of hair hanging from the back of 
the head, or either of a pair at the sides. 
0 pigtailed ad). 

pika /pee-ay-tah/ 2. any sniall rabbit-like mammal 
of the genus Ocholona with small ears, short legs, 
and a very short tail. Also called a mouse have. 
> Lacomorrn. [froni Tungus piika| 

pike! n. (pl. same) 1 » a large voracious fresh- 
water fish of the family Esocidae, 
with a long narrow snout and sharp 
teeth. & rsa. 2 a similar fish. 
[Middle English, related to 
Pike’, because of its pointed 
jaw] 


PIKE 
(Esox lucius) 


pike? n. 1 hist. an infantry weapon with a pointed 
steel or iron head on a long wooden shaft. 2 NV. Engl. 
the peaked top of a hill. c pike on esp. Austral. 
collog. withdraw timidly from. [Old English pic 
‘point, prick’| 

pike? n. a jackknife position in diving or gymnastics. 
[20th-century coinage] 

pikelet n. \V.Engi. a thin kind of crumpet. [Welsh 
(bara) pyglyd “pitchy (bread) 

pikestaff n. 1 hist. the wooden shaft of a pike. 2 a 
walking stick with a metal point. 0 as plain as a 
pikestaff quite plain or obvious. 

pilaf x. (also pilaff, pilau /rhymes with allow/, 
pilaw /pi-lor/) a Middle Eastern or Indian dish of 
spiced rice or wheat with meat, fish, vegetables, etc. 
[from Turkish pz/d2] 

pilaster x. a rectangular column, esp. one project- 
ing from a wall. > racape. [based on Latin pila 
‘pillar’] o pilastered aaj. 

Pilates /pi-lah-teez/ n. a system of exercises using 
special apparatus, designed to improve physical 
strength, flexibility, and posture, and enhance 
mental awareness. [named after Joseph Pilates, 
1880-1967, the German physical fimess specialist 
who devised the system] 

pilchard 1. a small marine fish, Sardinia pilchardus of 
the herring family. [16th-century coimage] 

pile'e 7. 1 a heap of things laid or gathered upon 
one another (a pile of leaves). 2 a a large imposing 
building (a stately pile). b a large group of tall build- 
ings. 3 collog. aa large quantity. b a fortune (made his 
pile). 4 a a series of plates of dissimilar metals laid 
one on another alternately to produce an electric 
current. b = atomic rit. 5 a funeral pyre. @ v 1 & 
a (often foll. by up, on) heap up. b (foll. by wth) load. 
2 intr. (usu. foll. by im, into, on, out of, etc.) crowd 
hurriedly or tightly. o pile it on collog. exaggerate. 
pile up accumulate; heap up. [from Latin pila 
‘pilar, pier, mole’ | 

pile’ e 7. 1 a heavy beam driven vertically into soft 
ground, etc., to support the foundations of a super- 
structure. & on. pLvtrorM. 2 a pointed stake or post. 
@ vir 1 provide with piles. 2 drive (piles) into the 
ground ete. [from Latin plum ‘javelin’| 

pile? n. the soft projecting surface on velvet, a 
carpet, etc. [Middle English] 0 pileless ad). 

piledriver 7. a machine for driving piles into the 
ground. o piledriving 7. G atirib.ad). 

piles 7.f/. collog. haemorrhoids. [Middle English] 

pile-up 2. co/log. a multiple crash of road vehicles. 

pilfer 2/7, (also absol.) steal (objects) esp. in small 
quantities. {from Old French felfrer ‘to pillage’) 
Go pilferage n. pilferer n. 

pilgrim 7. 1 a person who journeys to a sacred 
place for religious reasons. 2 a traveller. [from Latin 
peregrinus *stranger’| 

pilgrimage e 7. a pilgrim’s journey. 

Pilgrim Fathers 1.//. English Puritans who 
founded the colony of Plymouth. Massachusetts, in 
1620. 

pill 7. 1 a a ball or disc etc. of solid medicine for 
swallowing whole. b (usu. prec. by ¢he) a contracep- 
tive pill. 2 an unpleasant or painful necessity (a bitter 
pill). Q sugar (or sweeten) the pill make an 
unpicasant necessity acceptable. [from Middle 
Dutch pille| 

pillage e 1.7 (also abso/.) plunder; sack (a place or a 
person). @ #. the act or an instance of pillaging. 
[from Old French] 0 pillager zn. 

pillar 7. 1 aa usu. slender vertical structure of esp. 
stone used as a support for a roof etc. b a similar 
structure used for ornament. ¢ a post supporting a 
structure. 2 a person regarded 


pimp 


as a mainstay or support. 3 an upright mass of ice, 
rock, etc. 0 from pillar to post (driven etc.) from 
one place to another; to and fro. [from Laun pila 
‘pillar’] co pillared ad). 

pillar box 7. Brit. a public postbox shaped like a 
pular. 

pillar-box red Bri. @ 2. a bright red colour, as of 
pillar boxes. @ adj. of this colour. 

pillbox 7. 1 a small shallow cylindrical box for hold- 
ing pills. 2 a hat of a similar shape. 3 Mil. a small 
partly underground enclosed concrete fort used as 
an outpost. 

pillion 7. seating for a passenger behind a motor- 
cyclist. 0 ride pillion travel seated behind a 
motorcyclist ete. [from Gaelic pillean ‘little cush- 
ion’] 

pillock x. Brit. slang a stupid person; a fool. [variant 
of obsolete pillicock ‘penis’ 

pillory e 7. (pl. -ies) hist. a wooden framework with 
holes for the head and hands, enabling the public 
to assault or ridicule a person so imprisoned. @ v./7, 
(-tes, -ied) expose (a person) to ridicule or public 
contempt. [from Old French pilori] 

pillow e 7. 1 aa usu. oblong support for the head, 
esp. in bed, with a cloth cover stuffed with feathers, 
flock, etc. b any pillow-shaped block or support. 
2 = 1ace-PiLtow. @ vir 1 rest (the head etc.) on or as 
if on a pillow. 2 serve as a pillow for. [from Latin 
pulvinus ‘cushion’] © pillowy adj. 

pillowcase 7. a washable cotton etc. cover for a 
pillow. 

pillow-fight 7. a mock fight with pillows, esp. by 
children. 

pillow lace 7. lace made on a lace-pillow. 

pillowslip 7. = pitowease. 

pillow talk n. romantic or intimate conversation in 
bed. 

pill-popper 7. collog. 1 a person who takes pills 
freely. 2 a drug addict. 0 pill-popping 7. & 
attrib.ad). 

pillule var. of vivuce. 

pilot e x. 1 a person who operates the flying 
controls of an aircraft. 2 a person qualified 
to take charge of a ship entering or leaving 
harbour. 3 (usu. att?d.) an initial experimental 
undertaking (a pilot project). 4 a guide. 5 archaic a 
steersman. @ v./, (piloted, piloting) 1 act as a pilot 
on (a ship) or of (an aircraft), 2 conduct or initiate 
as a pilot (piloted the new scheme). [based on Greek 
pedon ‘oar’, m pl. ‘rudder’| 0 pilotage v. pilotless 
ad). 

pilot-bird 7. a rare dark-brown Australian warbler, 
Pycnoptilus floccosus, with a distinctive loud cry. 

pilot chute 7. a small parachute used to bring the 
main one into operation. 

pilot-cloth x. thick blue woollen cloth for seamen’s 
coats ete. 

pilot fish 7. a small fish, Naucrates ductor, said to act 
as a pilot leading a shark to food. 

pilot house 7. = wiirinouse. 

pilot light 7. 1 a small gas burner kept alight to 
light another. 2 an electric indicator light or control 
light. 

pilot officer n. a rank in the RAF above acting 
pilot officer. 

pilot whale 7. a small whale of the genus Globi- 
cephalus, of temperate or subtropical waters. 

Pilsner 7. (also Pilsener) a lager beer brewed or 
like that brewed at Pilsen (Plzei) in the Czech 
Republic, 

pilule 7. (also pillule) a small pill. [from Latin 
pilula| 

pimento 1. (pl. -os) 1 = pimento. 2 esp. It) Indies = 
autspict 1. [from Spanish pimienio| 

pimiento 1. (f/. -os) a red pepper (capsicum). 
[from Latin pigmentum pigment, later ‘spice’| 

pimp e 7. a man who lives off the earnings of . 
prostitute or a brothel. @ inf, act as a pimp. [1 6th- 
century comage| 
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pimpernel 


pimpernel n. < any plant of the 
genus Anagallis. [based on Latin piper 
‘pepper | 

pimple pn. 1 a small hard inflamed 
spot on the skin. 2 anything resem- 
bling a pimple, esp. in relative size, 
[Middle English, from earlier piplian ‘to 
break out im pustules’| 0 pimpled ad). 
pimply ad). 

PIN pin 27. jalso PIN number) 


personal identification number. 


gw Usage The vanant PLN number is 
common, even though — the 
clement number is redundant. 
The reason is probably that it is 
more readily understood than 
PIN in examples such as Hed 
forgotten has PIN. 


pine». 1 aasmall thin pointed 
piece of esp. steel wire with a 
round or flattened head, used 
esp. In sewing for holding 


PIMPERNEL: 
BLUE PIIEERESEL 


(dnagallts foemina) 


things in place. b any of 


several types of pin (drawing pin). ¢ a small brooch 
(diamond pin). da badge fastened with a pin. 2 a peg 
of wood or metal for various purposes, e.g. a 
wooden skittle in bowhng. 3 something of small 
value (don't care a pin). 4410 pl.) collog. legs (queck on his 
pins). 5 Med. a steel rod used to join the ends of frac- 
tured bones while they heal. 6 Golfa stick with a 
flag placed in a hole to mark its position. 7 Brit. a 
half-firkin cask for beer. @ 7. pinned. pinning; 
1 a (often foll. by éo, up, together) fasten with a pin or 
pins. b transfix with a pm, lance, ete. 2 (usu. foll. by 
on) fix (blame, responsibility, etc.) on a person ete. 
3 often toll. by against, on, etc.) seize and hold fast. 
0 on pins and needles in an agitated state of 
suspense. pin down 1 (often foll. by 4) bind a 
person ete.) to a promise ete. 2 force (a person) to 
declare his or ber intentions. 3 restrict the actiuns 
or movement of (an enemy etc.). 4 specily (a thing, 
precisely icould not pin it down to a particular cause) 
5 hold (a person etc.) down by force. pin one’s 
faith (or hopes etc.) on rely implicitly on. [from 
Latin punna “point ete.| 

pina colada /)ee-na k6-lah-da/ n. a drink made 
from pineapple juice. rum, and coconut. [Spanish, 
literally ‘strained pineapple’ | 

pinafore ». 1 Brit. an apron, esp. with a bib. 2 (in 
lull pinafore dress) a collarless sleeveless dress 
usu. worn over a blouse or jumper. [pin + Wort, 
because originally pinned on the front of a dress} 

pinball 7. a game in which small metal balls are 
shot across a board and score pots by strikmg 
pins with lights ete. 

pince-nez /panss-nay/ 1”. (//, same) a pair 
of eyeglasses with a nose clip instead of side 
pieces, (French, literally ‘pinch-nose’] 

pincer movement ». \/i/. a movement by 
two wings of an army converging on the 
enemy, 

pincers 71,)/. 1 (also pair of pincers sing. a 
gripping-tool resembling scissors but with 
blunt usu. concave jaws to hold a nail cte. 
for extraction. 2 the front claws of lobsters 
and some other crustaceans. [based on Old 
Frencly pincer “to pinch] 

pinch e:. 1}. a grip tightly. esp. between 
finger and thumb. b often ase.) (of a shoe 
ete. constrict tthe flesh: pamfully, 2 dm (of 
cold, hunger, ete.) grip (a person) painfully. 3 fr 
a esp. Brit. collog, steal: take without permis- 
sion. b s/anw arrest (a person). 4 &: (as pinched aij.) 
of the features) drawn, as with cold, hunger, cte. 
5a /r (usu, loll, by im, of. for, ete.) stint (a person; 


b intr be megardly with money, food, et) 6 f vusu. 
foll. bv oul. back. downy remove ileaves ete. to 
encourage bushy growth. @ 7. 1 the act or an 


instance of pmeching etc. the flesh. 2 an amount 
that can be taken up with fingers and thumb. 3 the 


PINE MARTEN 
uMlartes martes) 


stress or pain caused by poverty, cold, hunger, ete. 
4 slang a an arrest. b a theft. at (or in) a pinch in 
an emergency. feel the pinch experience the 
effects of poverty. [from Latin pungere ‘to prick’] 

pinchbeck e 7. an alloy of copper and zinc resem- 
bling gold and used in cheap jewellery etc. @ ad). 
1 counterfeit; sham. 2 cheap; tawdry. [named after 
C. Pinchbeck, English watchmaker, 61670 1732] 

pinchpenny i. (//. -ies) (also atinb) a miserly 
person, 

pinch-run winlr Baseball substitute as a runner 
between bases, esp. at a critical point in the game. 
5 pinch-runner ». 

pincushion 7. a small cuslion for holding pins. 

pin-down 1. the action or policy of putting chil- 
dren in care into solitary confinement for long 
periods of time. 

pine! 7. 1 (in full pine tree) 
> any evergreen tree of the 
genus Pinus with needle- 
shaped leaves growing in 
clusters. 2 the soft umber 
of this. 3 altri made of 
pine. {from Latin pins] 
O pinery n. ( fi. -ies). 

pine® zinir, 1 (often foll. 
by away) dechne or 
waste away, esp. from 
grief ete. 2 \usu. foll. by 
Jor. after, or to + infin.) 
long eagerly. [earlier 

In sense “to 


(Caltse 
to) suffer’: based on 
Latin poena “pain’| 

pineal ad). shaped 
like a pine cone. 
[based on Latin pinea 
‘pine cone’] 

pineal body 2, (also 
pineal gland) a pea-sized conical mass of tissue in 
the brain, secreting a hormone-lke substance. 
Cb tnpoc kiN 


PINE: HIM \LAYAN PINE 
Pinus wallichiana: 


pineapple ». 1 a tropical plant, Ananas comosus, with 
a spiral of sword-shaped leaves and a thick stem 
bearmy a large truit. 2 the fruit of this, consisting of 
yellow flesh surrounded by a tough segmented skin 
and topped with a tuft of leaves. fhased on vini!, 
from the fruit’s resemblance to a pine cone] 
pine cone 7. the conc-shaped fruit of the pine tree. 
pine marten 1. <4 weasel- 
like mammal, Afarles martes, 
having a dark brown coat with 
a vellowish throat. 
pine nut 7. the edible seed of 
various pine trees. 


piney var. of piny. 
Ping e 7. a single short high ring- 
ing sound. @ 7. 1 intr G . make or 
cause to make a ping, 2 int, CS = 
CINK ‘ 

pinger 7. 1 a device that transmits 

pings at short intervals for purposes 
of detection, measurement, cte. 

2 Bri. a umer that pings alter a pre-set 

ume. 

ping-pong 1. = 1 \BLL Tos. 

pinhead 1. 1 the flattened head of a 
pin. 2 a very small thing. 3 collog. a 
stupid or foolish person. 

pinheaded ai. collog. stupid, foolish. 
0 pinheadedness 1. 

pinhole ». 1 a hole made by a pin. 2a 
hole into which a peg fits. 

pinhole camera n. a camera with a pinhole aper- 
ture and no lens. 

pinion'e 1. 1 the outer part of a bird’s wing, 2 poet. 
a wing: a (hght feather, @ vz 1 cut off the pinion of 
(a wing or bird) to prevent flight. 2 a bind the arms 
of (a person;. b (often foll. by fo; bind (the arms, a 


person, ete.) esp. toa thing, [from Latin pina] 


pinniped 


pinion? 7. 1 a small cogwheel engaging with a 
larger one. > RACK-AND-PINION, RACK RAILWAY. 2 a cogged 
spindle engaging with a wheel. [from Latin punea 
‘pine cone’| 

pink' e 7. 1 a pale red 
colour. 2 » any culti- 
vated plant of the genus 


Dianthus, with  sweet- 
smelling white, pink, 
crimson, etc. flowers. 


3 (prec, by the) the most 
perfect condition ete. (the 
pink of elegance). 4 (also 
hunting pink) a fox- 
hunter’s red coat. @ adj. 
1 (often in comb) of a 
pale red colour of any of 
various shades (vase pink). 
2 collog. often derog. tend- 
ing to socialism, 3 of or 
associated with homo- 
sexuals. O in the pink 
collog. in very goud 
health. [earliest in sense 2 of noun] 0 pinkish ad). 
pinkness 7). pinky ad). 
pink? 2.4 1 pierce slightly with a sword etc. 2 cut 
a scalloped or zigzag edge on. [Middle English] 
pink? vin: Brit. (of a vehicle engine) emit a series 
of high-pitched explosive sounds caused by 
faulty combustion. 
pink-collar ad. (usu. attrib.) (of a profes- 
sion ete.) traditionally associated with 
women. 
pink-eye 7. 1 a contagious fever in horses. 
2 conjunctivitis in humans and some livestock. 
pink gin x. Brit. gin flavoured with Angostura 
Bitters. 
pinkie ». esp. LS & Sc. collog. the little finger. [partly 
from rink ', partly from Dutch pink “the litde finger’) 
pinking shears 7,/)/. falso pinking scissors) ¥ a 
dressmaker’s serrated shears for cutting a zigzag 
eclge. : 


PINK 
Dianthus ‘Dad’s 
Favourite’) 


pinked 


ede 


pink slip 
n. esp... Amer a 
notice of disinissal 
from employment. 

pin money . 1 /is/. an 
allowance to a woman 
from her husband. 2 a 
small sum of money. 

Pinna ». (//. pinnae /pin-ce/ 
or pinnas) the cxternal part of 
the ear. & cvr. iceman. [Latin vari- 
ant of penna ‘leather, wing, fin’) 

Pinnace 2. .Vaui. a ship’s smal! boat. 
{based on Latin pinus ‘pine’ | 


PINKING 
SHEARS 


Pinnacle e ». 1 the culmination or 
climax. 2 a natural peak. 3 a small ornamental 
turret crowning a buttress, roof, ete. & cAlHEDR AL. 
@ vl 1 set on or as if on a pinnacle. 2 form the 
pinnacle of. 3 provide with pinnacles. [from Late 
Latin pinnaculun| 
pinnae //, of pins, 


pinnate ad. 1 (of a compound leaf) having leaflets 
arranged on cither side of the stem, usu. in pairs 
opposite each other. & ura, 2 havine branches. 
tentacles, et... on each side of an axis. [from Latin 
punnatuy feathered’) G pinnated adj. pinnately 
adi, pinnation #1. 

pinniped e wd. denoting any aquatic mammal with 
limbs ending in flippers. e.g, a seal. > seu.en. Aa 
pinniped mammal. [based on Latin pinna ‘wing’ | 


PIN number 


PINNIPED 


Pinniped mammals belong to the order 
Pinnipedia, which contains the two main 
groups of seals - true seals and eared seals 
and the walrus, which is the sole member of 
its family. Highly adapted to an aquatic life, 


pinnipeds have limbs modified into flippers 
and streamlined bodies. All pinnipeds must 
emerge on to shores or ice to breed, typically 
gathering in large groups at traditional 
breeding sites, known as rookcries. 


TYPES OF PINNIPED 


WALRUS 

walrus 

(Odobenus rosmarus) PRUE SEALS 
grey seal 


(Halichoerus grypus) 


PIN number var. of PIN. 

pinny 2. (p/. -ies) collog. a pinafore. 

pinon /pin-yon/ n. (also pinyon) 1 any of several 
small N. American pines. 2 the seed of such a tree, 
a type of pine nut. [Spanish] 

pinpoint e 7. 1 the point of a pin. 2 something very 
small or sharp. 3 (altrib.) a very small. b precise, 
accurate. @ v.t locate with precision ( pinpointed the 
target). 

pinpriok 7. 1 a prick caused by a pin. 2 a trifling 
irritation. 

pins and needles 7./. a tingling sensation in a 
limb recovering from numbness. 

pinstripe 7. 1 (often aétrid.) a very narrow stripe in 
(esp. worsted or serge) cloth. 2 (in sing or pl.) a 
pinstripe suit {came weanng his  pinsirpes). 
U pinstriped adj. 

pint n. 1 a unit of liquid or dry capacity equal to 
one-eighth of a gallon: a (in full imperial pint) (in 
Britain) 20 fluid oz, 34.66 cu. in., or 0.565 litre. 
b (in full US pint) (in the US} 28.87 cu. in. or 0.473 
litre (for liquid measure), or 33.60 cu. in. or 0.55] 
litre (for dry measure). 2 Brit. a collog. a pint of beer. 
ba pint of a liquid, esp. milk. 3 Bri. a measure of 
shellfish, being the amount containable in a pint 
mug, [from Old french pinle| 

pinta 2. Brit. collog. a pint of milk. 

pin-table 7. Bri/. a table used in playing pinball. 

pintail n. a duck, esp. Anas acuta, or grouse, with a 
pointed tail. 

pintle 7. a pin or bolt, esp. one on which some other 
part turns. [Old English pinie/ ‘penis ’| 

pinto. Amex. @ ad. piebald. @ n. (pl. -os) ¥ a pichald 

horse. [Spanish, literally ‘mottled’, 

from Latin pictus ‘painted’ | 


. ovaro (brown 
and white) 
markings 


PINTO 


E.VRED SEALS 
Californian sca lon 
(Kalophus californianus) 


pint pot 7. a pot, esp. of pewter, holding one pint. 
esp. of beer. 

pint-sized ad). collog. very small, esp. of a person. 

pin-tuck 7. a very narrow ornamental tuck. 

pin-up 7. 1 a photograph of a popular or sexually 
attractive person, designed to be hung on the wall. 
2 a person shown in such a photograph. 

pinwheel 1. 1 a small Catherine wheel (firework). 
2 a flat rotating spiral. 

pinworm ». any of various small thread-like para- 
sitic nematode worms, esp. Enterobius vermicularis 
found in the human intestine. 

piny ad). (also piney) of. like, or full of pines (a pi 
vmell). 

Pinyin 7. a system of romanized spelling for 
transliterating Chinese. [Chinese pin-vin, literally 
‘spell sound’| 

pinyon var. of Pivon. 

piolet 7. a two-headed ice-axe for mountaineering. 

pion x. Phyyicy a meson having a mass approxi- 
mately 270 umes that of an electron. 0 pionie ad). 

pioneer e 7. 1 an initiator of a new enicrprise, an 
inventor etc. 2 an explorer or settler. 3 Nfl. a 
member of an infantry group preparing terrain 
etc. for the main body of troops. @ z. 1 fs originate 
(an enterprise ete,), 2 dr act or prepare the way as 
a pioneer, [from French pionnier “foot soldier, 
pioncer | 

pious adj. 1 devout; religious. 2 lypocritically virtu- 
ous. 3 dutiful. [from Latin piws “dutiful, pious’| 
0 piously ad. piousness 7 

pious fraud 7. a deception intended to benefit 
those deceived, esp. religiously. 

pip'e 7. the seed of an apple. pear, etc. > si..p.@ vir 
(pipped. pipping) remove the pips from (fruit 
ctc.). [abbreviation of virin| O pipless ad). 

pip? x. Brit. a short high-pitched sound, usu. 
mechanically produced, esp. as a radio time signal. 

pip? n. 1 any of the spots on a playing card, dice, 01 
domino. 2 Bri/. a star on the shoulder of an army 
officer’s uniform. 3 an image of an object on a 
radar screen. [shortening of earlier pecp| 

pip’ n. 1 a discase of poultry etc. causing thick 
mucus in the throat and white scale on the tongue. 
2 collog. a fit of disgust (esp. give one the pip. [from 
Middle Dutch pippe| 

pip® i: (pipped. pipping) Bri. rollog. 1 hit with a 


pipette 


shot. 2 defeat. 3 blackball. o pip at (or to) the 
post defeat at the last moment. pip out die. 

pipe e 7. 1 a tube used to convey water, gas, etc. 
2 (also tobacco pipe) a narrow wooden or clay 
etc. tube with a bowl at one end containing burn- 
ing tobacco, the smoke from which is drawn into 
the mouth. 3 .\fw. a a wind instrument consisting 
of a single tube. b any of the tubes of an organ. 
> orcan. ¢ (in pl.) bagpipes. d (in pl.) a set of pipes 
joined together, c.g. pan pipes. 4 a tubal organ, 
vessel, etc. in an animal’s body. 5 a high note or 
song, esp. of a bird. 6 a a boatswain’s whistle. b the 
sounding of this. 7 a cask for wine, esp. as a 
measure of two hogsheads. @ w./r. 1 (also absol.) play 
(a tune etc.) on a pipe or pipes. 2 a convey (oil etc.) 
by pipes. b provide with pipes. 3 transmit (music 
etc.) by wire or cable. 4 (usu. foll. by up, on, to, etc.) 
Naut. a summon (a crew). b signal the arrival of (an 
officer etc.) on board. 5 utter in a shrill voice. 
6 a arrange (icing, cream, etc.) decoratively on a 
cake etc. b ornament (a cake etc.) with piping, 
7 trim (a dress etc.) with piping. 8 lead or bring (a 
person etc.) by the sound of a pipe. 0 pipe down 
collog. be quiet or less insistent. pipe up begin to 
play, speak, etc. put that in your pipe and 
smoke it collog. a challenge to another to accept 
something frank or unwelcome. [from Latin pipare 
‘to peep, chirp’] 0 pipeful a. (p/. -fuls). 

pipe band 7. a (esp. military) band consisting of 
bagpipe players, drummers, and a drum major. 

pipeclay e 7. a fine white clay used for tobacco 
pipes, whitening Icather, etc. @ v./z 1 whiten (leather 
etc.) with this. 2 put in order. 

pipe-cleaner 7. a piece of flexible covered wire for 
cleaning a tobacco pipe. 

played 


piped music 7. pre-recorded music 


through loudspeakers in a public place. 

pipe dream 7. an unattainable or fanciful hope or 
scheme. foriginally as experienced when smoking 
an opium pipe| 

pipefish 7. (p/. usu. same) ¥ any of various long 
slender fish of the family Syngnathidae, with an 
elongated snout. 


pipe-light 7. a spill for 
lighting a pipe. 

pipeline n. 1 a long, usu. 
underground, pipe for 
conveying esp. oil. > on 
pLarrorM. 2 a channel 
supplying goods, infor- 
mation. etc. G in the 
pipeline awaiting completion or processing, 

pipe major 7. an NCO commanding regimental 
pipers. 

pip emma ad. @ n. Brit. collog. = va. [formerly 
signallers names for letters P\f] 

pipe organ 7. \fus. an organ using pipes instead of 
or as well as reeds. & oxc.n 


PIPEFISH : 
(Syngnathus species) 


piper n. a person who plays a pipe, esp. the 
bagpipes. 

pipe-rack 2. a rack for holding tohacco pipes. 

piperidine n Chem. a peppery-smelling liquid 
formed by the reduction of pyridine. 

pipe-stem 7. the shaft of a tobacco pipe. 

pipe-stone 71. a hard red clay used by N. American 
Indians for tobacco pipes. 

pipette e 7 Vv a slender tube for transferring o1 
measuring small quantities of liquids esp. in chem- 
istry, @ 7v./x transfer or measure (a liquid) using a 
pipette. [French, literally ‘htde pipe’] 


PIB ESTE 


pipework 


pipework 1. pipes collectively. 

piping e 7. 1 the act or an instance of piping, esp. 
whistling or singing. 2 a thin pipelike fold used for 
edging hems, seams, etc. 3 ¥ ornamental lines of 
icing, cream, potato, etc. 4 lengths of pipe, or a 
system of pipes, esp. in domestic use. @ adj. (of a 
noise) high; whistling. 


piping 


bag 


meringue 


, piping 


PIPING: WHORLS OF MERINGUE PIPING 


piping hot adj. © adv. very or suitably hot (esp. as 
required of food, water, etc.). 

pipistrelle 7. any bat of the genus Pipistrellus. 
native to temperate regions and feeding on insects. 
{from Latin vespertilio hat’) 

pipit 7. any of various mainly ground-dwelling 
songbirds of the genus AnfAus, having brown- 
streaked plumage. 

pippin 7. 1 an apple grown from seed. 2 a red and 
yellow dessert apple. {from Old French pepin| 

pipsqueak 7. collog. an imsignificant or 
tempuble person or thing. 

piquant adj. 1 agreeably pungent, sharp, or appe- 
tizing 2 pleasantly stimulating to the mind. 
[French, literally ‘stingmg’] GO piquancy 2. 
piquantly ad: 

pique peck @ 2/: (piques. piqued. piquing) 
1 wound the pride of, irritate. 2 arouse (curiosity, 
interest, etc.). @ 7. ill feehng: enmity; resentment (in a 
Sit of pique). [from French piquer “to prick, irritate’ 

piqué /pee-kay/ n. a stiff ribbed cotton or other 
fabric. [French, literally ‘pricked’] 

piquet' /pee-kay/ 1. a game for two players with a 
pack of 32 cards. [French] 

piquet? var. of mcxit n. 3. 

piracy 7. (fl. -ies) 1 robbery of ships at sea. 2 a 
similar practice, esp. hijacking, 3 the infringement 
of copyright by unauthorized reproduction or use 
of something. {from Greek pirateia] 

piranha /)i-rah-na/ 1. .also piraya /pi-rah-\a/) 
¥ a predatory S. American freshwater fish, noted 
for its voracity, [Portuguese | 


Cone 


PIRANHA | Ser 


rasalmuy niger, 


pirate ex. baa person who commits piracy. ba 
ship used by pirates. 2 a person who infringes 
anothers copyright o1 business nights or 

offidial authorization. @ 7% 
1 appropriate or reproduce ‘another’ 
ideas cte.; 
fit. 2 plunder. [based on Greek petran to attack, 
assault’| O piratic ad). piratical ad). 

piraya var. of vin vnty, 


who 
broadcasts without 
works OF 
without permission, for one’s own bene- 


pirouette /pi-roo-et/ @ 1. a dancers spin on one 


foot or the point of the toe. @ v.zné. perform a pirou- 
cette. [French, literally ‘spinning top’] 
piscatorial adj. = piscarory 1.0 piscatorially adv. 
piscatory adj. of or concerning fishermen or fish- 
ing. [from Latin peseatorius| 
Pisces /py-seez/ n. (pl. same) 1 Astron. W a large 
constellation (the Fish or Fishes). 2 Astro/. a the 
twelfth sign of the zodiac, which the Sun enters 
about 20 Feb. b a person born when the Sun is in 
this sign. & zonic. [Latin, literally 


_ ‘fishes’] 0 Piscean n. & ad). 
_— 
¢%-3 i 
Bo 
— me <a) a 
= ~—_- 


pisciculture /pis-i- 
kul-cher/ nr. the arti- 
ficial rearing of fish. 
{based on Latin pesezs 
‘fish’|] 0 piscicultural 


< PISCEs: 


ce ae . hee RE Or 
adj. pisciculturist ». he TWO MSHLS 
piscina /)pi-see-n4/ 7. FORMED 
(pl. piscinae /-nee/ FROM THE 
or piscinas) 1 a stone STARS OF 
basin near the altar PISCES 
in RC and _pre- 


Reformation churches for draining water used in 
the Mass. 2 a fish pond. [Latin, based on pisces 
‘fish’ 

piscine /pi-syn/ ad). of or concerning fish, [based 
on Latin paseis ‘fish’ | 

piss coarse slang @ v. 1 int, urmate. 2 ¢t discharge 
(blood ete.) when urinating. 3 ¢@ (as pissed adj.) 
Brit. drunk. 4 refl. a wet one’s clothing with urine. 
b be very frightened, amused, or excited. @ n. 
1 urine. 2 an act of urinating. 0 piss about Brit. 
fool or mess about. piss down rain heavily. piss 
off Brit. 1 go away. 2 (ofter as pissed off ad.) 
annoy; depress. take the piss ‘oficn foll. by out of ) 
Brit. mock. [from Old French pisser] 

piss artist x. Brit. coarse slang 1 a drunkard. 2 a 
person who fools about. 3 a glib person, 

pissotr /peess-wah/ n. a public urinal. [French] 

piss-take n. Bri. coarse slang a parody. 

piss-taker ». Bri/, coarse slang a person who mocks. 
0 piss-taking 1. 

piss-up 7. Bril. cvarse slang a drinking spree. 

pistachio /pis-tash-i-oh/ @ n. (pl. -os) 1 an ever- 
green tree, Palacia vera, bearing small brownish- 
green flowers and ovoid reddish fruit. 2 (im full 
pistachio nut) the edible pale green seed of this. 
3 (m full pistachio green) a pale green colour. 
e adj. (in full pistachio green; hyphenated when 
attrib.) pale green. [based on Persian fustah| 

piste /peest/ 7. a ski run of compacted snow. 
[French, literally *racetrack’] 

pisteur /pcess-ter/ 7. a person employed to 
prepare the snow on a skiing piste. [French] 

pistil 7. the female organs of a flower, comprising 
the stigma, style, and ovary. & uLrMeHRovite. [from 
Laun pistilion ‘pesde’| 

pistol 7. 1 ya small hand-held firearm. 2 anything 
of a similar shape. & Gun. {from Czech pust'al| 


safety seertch 


cocking boss 


barrel 
foresight lanyard 


f loop 
trigger guard / / 


Wa) 


higger / | sigh! 


magazine release catch 
hase of masazine 


PISTOL: SECOND WoRLD WAR 
JAPANLSE AUTOMATIC. PISTOL 


pitch 


pistol grip 7. a handle shaped like a pistol-butt. 

pistol shot n. 1 the range of a pistol. 2 a shot fired 
from a pistol. 

pistol-whip vi: (-whipped, -whipping) beat 
with a pistol. * 

piston 7. 1 a disc or short cylinder fitting closely 
within a tube in which it moves up and down 
against a liquid or gas deriving or imparting 
motion. > PNEUMATIC, SHOCK ABsoRBER. 2 a sliding 
valve in a trumpet etc. [from Italian pistone] 

piston engine 7. an engine, esp. in an aircraft, in 
which motion is derived from a piston. o piston- 
engined adj. 

piston ring 7. a ring on a piston sealing the gap 
between the piston and the cylinder wall. 

piston rod 7. a rod or crankshaft attached to a 
piston to drive a wheel or to impart motion. 

pit'e 7. 1 aa usu. large deep hole in the ground. 
b a hole made in digging for industrial purposes 
(chalk pit). ¢ a covered hole as a trap for esp. wild 
animals. 2 a an indentation left after smallpox, 
acne, etc. b a hollow in a plant or animal body or on 
any surface. 3 a = orcuesrra 2a. b Brit. Theatr, (usu. 
hist.) seating at the back of the stalls, or the people 
seated there. 4 a (the pit or bottomless pit) hell. 
b (the pits) slang the worst imaginable place, 
person, etc. 5 a an area at the side of a track where 
racing cars are serviced and refuelled. b a sunken 
area in a workshop floor for access to a car’s under- 
side. 6 Brit. slang a hed. @ ut. (pitted, pitting) 
1 (usu. foll. by agazst) a set (one’s wits ete.) in oppo- 
sition. b set (a cock etc.) to fight, or iginally in a pit, 
against another. 2 (usu. as pitted adj.) make pits, 
esp. scars, in. O dig a pit for try to ensnare. [from 
Latin puteus ‘well’ 

pit? esp. US en. the stone of a fruit. @ uf, (pitted, 
pitting) remove pits from (fruit). 

pita var. of pirn. 

pit-a-pat (also pitter-patter) e adv. 1 with a sound 
like quick light steps. 2 with a faltering sound. @ 7. 
such a sound. 

pit bull 7. (in full pit bull 
terrier)» a dog of an American 
variety of bull terrier noted 


for its ferocity. ‘ 


pitch'e w, 1 ty: (also gésol.) 
erect and fix {a tent 
etc.). 2 & a throw: 
fling. b (in games) 
throw {a flat ob- 
ject) towards a 
mark. 3 ¢ fix or 
plant (a thing) in.a 
definite position. 4 ¢r 
express in a particular 
style or at a particular 
level. 5 dtr. (often foll. by against, into, etc.) fall heav- 
ily, esp. headlong. 6 ifr, (of a moving ship etc.) rock 
so that the front moves up and down. 7 #7 .Vfus. set 
at a particular pitch. 8 intr (of a roof etc.) slope 
downwards. 9 intr (often foll. by abou!) move with a 
vigorous jogging motion, as ina train etc, 10 Cricket 
a fr. cause (a bowled ball) to strike the ground at a 
specified point etc. b itr (of a bowled ball) strike 
the ground. @ 7. 1a Brit. the area of play in a field 
game. b Cricket the area between the creases. 
2 degree, intensity, etc. (the pitch of despair). 3 the 
steepness of a slope, esp. of a roof etc. 4 \fus. a that 
quality of a sound which is governed by the rate of 
vibrations producing it; the highness or lowness of 
a tone. b a standard seale of this used in perform- 
ance etc. 5 the pitching motion of a ship etc, 
6 Crichel the act or mode of delivery in bowling, or 
the spot where the ball bounces. 7 collog. a sales- 
man’s advertising or selling approach. 8 Brit. a 
place where a street vendor sells wares etc. 9 the 
delivery of a haschall by a pitcher. a pitch in collog. 
set to work vigorously, pitch into collog. 1 attack 
forcibly, 2 assail (food, work, ete.) vigorously. pitch 
on (or upon) Bri/, happen to select. [earlier in sense 
‘to thrust a stake ete. into the ground’: Middle 
English] 


PIT BULL TERRIER 


pitch 


pitch’ e 7. 1 a sticky resinous black or dark brown 
substance obtained by distilling tar or turpentine, 
used for caulking the seams of ships etc. 2 any of 
various bituminous substances including asphalt. 
@ w./r cover, coat, or smear with pitch. [from Latin 
prx picis| O pitchy adj. (pitchier, pitchiest). 

pitch-and-toss n. a gambling game in which coins 
are pitched at a mark and then tossed. 

pitch-black adj. (also pitch-dark) 
completely dark. 

pitchblende 7. a mineral form of uranium oxide 
occurring in pitchlike masses and also containing 
radium. 

pitched battle 7. 1 a vigorous argument etc. 2 Afi. 
a battle planned beforehand and fought on chosen 
ground. 

pitched roof n. a sloping roof. > Roo! 

pitcher’ ». 1 Bri. a large usu. earthenware jug with 
a lip and a handle, for holding liquids. 2 US = 
ji n. 1. [from Old French fichier] 0 pitcherful ». 
(pl. -fuls). 

pitcher? n. 1 a person or thing that pitches. 2 Base- 
ball a player who delivers the ball to the batter. 

pitcher plant 7. < any of various plants 

of the families Nepenthaceae and 

Sarraceniaceae with leaves modified 

into deep pouches. 

pitchfork @ 7. a Jong-handled two- 

pronged fork for pitching hay etc. 
e@ wf 1 throw with or as if with a 
pitchfork. 2 (usu. foll. by io) thrust 
{a person) forcibly into a position 
etc. [Middle English alteration of 
pickfork| 
pitch pine x. any of various pine 
trees with very resinous wood. 


very or 


neclar an 
rim 

atlracts 
insects 


pitch-pipe 7. \lus. a 


partially small pipe blown to set 
digested the pitch for singing or 


tuning. 
piteous ad). clescrving or 
causing pity; wretched. 
O piteously adr. pit- 
eousness 1. 
pitfall ». 1 an unsus- 
pected snare, danger, or 
drawhack. 2 a covered pit 
for trapping animals etc, 
pith 7. 1 spongy white 
ussue lining the rind of 
an orange etc. 2 the 
essential part (the pith of tes 
argument). 3 Bot. the 
spongy cellular ussue in 
the stems and branches of 
dicotyledonous plants. 4 vigour, energy. [Old 
English] 
pithead 7, 1 the top of a mine shaft. 2 the area 
surrounding this. 
pith helmet 7. » a light- 
weight sun-helmet made 
from the dried pith of 
the sola ete. 
pithy adj. (pithier, 
pithiest) 1 (of style, 
speech, etc.) con- 
densed. terse. and 
forcible. 2 of. 
like. or contain- 
ing much pith. 
Oo pithily ad 
pithiness . 
pitiable ad). 1 deserving or causing pity. 2 con- 
tempuble. o pitiableness n. pitiably ad: 
pitiful ad, 1 causing pity. 2 contempuble. 3 archan 
compassionate. G pitifully adv, pitifulness n. 
pitiless adj. showing no pity. O pitilessly adz. piti- 
lessness / 
pitman 7. 1 (//. -men) a collier. 2 LS (pl. -mans) 
a connecting rod in machinery. 


insects 


PITCHER PLANT: 
GROSS-SECTION OF 
TOGA, MSW LO 1G eh 


PITH HELMET 


pit of the stomach 7. 1 the floor of the stomach. 
2 the depression below the bottom of the breast- 
bone. 

piton /pee-ton/ 7. a peg or spike driven into a rock 
or crack to support a climber or a rope. [French, 
literally “eye bolt’| 

pit pony x. Bri. hist. a pony kept underground for 
haulage in coal mines. 

pit prop 2. a baulk of wood used to support the 
roof of a coal mine. 

pit stop 2. .\fotor Racing a stop at a pit for servicing 
and refuelling. 

pitta 7. (also pita) a flat hollow unleavened bread 
which can be split and filled with salad ete. 
{modern Greek, literally ‘a cake’] 

pittance 7. a scanty or meagre allowance, remu- 
neration, ete. [based on Latin pretas ‘pity’| 

pitter-patter var. of prt-s-par. 

pittosporum 7. » any evergreen 
shrub of the genus Péttosporum, with 
small often fragrant flowers. [modern 
Latin, based on Greek pitta 
‘pitch’ + sporos ‘secd’| 

pituitary e 7. (//. -ies, 
(also pituitary gland or 
pituitary body) a small 
ductless gland at the base of 
the brain secreting vari- 
ous hormones essen- 
tial for growth etc. 
> BRAIN, ENDUCRINL. @ adj. 
of or relating to this 
gland. [from Latin piluitarius ‘secret- 
ing phlegm’ ] 

pity e 2. (pi. -ies) 1 sorrow and 
compassion aroused by another's 
condition. 2 something to be regret- 
ted; grounds for regret. @ v.fr (-1tes, 
-ied) feel (often contemptuous) pity 
for, o*for pity’s sake an exclamation of urgent 
supplication, anger, etc. more’s the pity so much 
the worse. take pity on feel or act compassion- 
ately towards. [from Latin pzefas “piety’| 0 pitying 
adj. pityingly adi, 

pivot e 7. 1 a short shaft or pin on which something 
(urns or oscillates. 2 a crucial or essential person, 
point, ete., m a scheme or enterprise. 3 Af, the 
man or men about whom a body of troops wheels. 
@:. \pivoted, pivoting) 1 i/r turn on or as if on a 
pivot. 2 ir. (foll. by on, upon) hinge on. 3 tx, provide 
with or attach by a pivot. [French] 0 pivotability 
n. pivotable adj. pivotal ad). 

pix! u.p/. collog. pictures, esp. photographs. 

pix? var. of pys. 

pixel n. Electronics any of the minute areas of 
uniorm tlumination of an image on a 
display screen is composed. © montror. [from 
abbreviation of pictures + ELEMEN | 


which 


pixelate vir Electronics display as or divide into 
pixels. 0 pixelation p. 
pixie 7. (also pixy) (fl. -ies; a being like a fairy: an 
clf. [1 7th-century coinage] 
pixie hat 1. (also pixie hood) a child’s hat with a 
pointed crown. 
pixilated adj. (also pixillated) 1 bewildered; 
crazy. 2 drunk. {variant of prvze-led ‘led astray by 
pixies | 
pizazz nv. (also pizzazz, pzazz, ¢tc.) slang verve, 
energy, liveliness, sparkle. 
pizza /peet-sa/ n. a flat round hase of dough 
baked with a topping of tomatoes, cheese, onions, 
«te. [Italian, literally ‘pie’] 
pizzeria /peet-sc-ree-a/ n. a place where pizzas 
are made or sold. 
pizzicato /pit-si-kah-toh/ AZus. @ adv. plucking the 
strings of a violin ete, with the finger. e ad). 
performed pizzicato. @ n. ( pl. pizzicatos or pizzi- 
cati) a note, passage, ete. played pizzicato. [Italian, 
literally ‘twitched | 


PITTOSPORUM: JAPANESI 
PILTOSPORUM 


(Pillosporum tobira) 


place in the sun 


pl. abbr 1 place. 2 plate. 3 esp. Mil. platoon. 
4 plural. 
placable adj. easily placated; mild; forgiving. [from 
Latin placabilis| 
placard e 7. a printed or handwritten poster esp. 
for advertising. @ z/r 1 set up placards on (a wall 
etc.). 2 advertise by placards. 3 display (a poster 
etc.) as a placard. [from Old French placquart| 
placate ».t7: pacify; conciliate. [based on Latin placa- 
tus “appeased’| 0 placatingly adv. placation 7. 
placatory adj. 
place e x. 1 aa particular portion of space. b a 
portion of space occupied by a person or thing. ¢ a 
proper or natural position (out of his place), 2 a city, 
village, etc. (was born in this place). 3 a residence (come 
round to my place). 4 a a group of houses in a town 
etc., esp. a square. b a country house with its 
surroundings. 5 a person’s rank or status (know their 
place). 6 a space, esp. a seat, for a person. 7 a 
building or area for a specific purpose 
( place of worship). 8 a a point reached in a 
book etc. b a passage in a book. 9 a partic- 
ular spot on a surface, esp. of 
the skin. 10 a employment or 
office, esp. government em- 
ployment. b the duties or en- 
titlements of office etc. (25 has 
place to hire staff). 11 a position 
as a member of a team, a 
student in a college, etc. 
12 Brit. any of the first three 
or sometimes four final pos- 
itions In a race, esp. other than the 
winner (backed tt for a place). 13 the position 
of a figure in a series indicated in decimal 
or similar notation. @ vf: 1 put (a 
thing etc.) in a particular place or 
state. 2 identify, classify, or remember 
correctly (cannal place him). 3 locate. 
4 a appoint (a person, esp. amember 
of the clergy) to a post. b find a situation, living, 
ctc. for. e (usu. foll. by wk) consign to a person’s 
care etc. 3 assign rank, importance, or worth to. 
6 a dispose of (goods) to a customer. b make (an 
order for goods ete.). 7 (often foll. by zm, on, etc.) 
have (confidence ctc.). 8 invest (money). 9 Bril. state 
the position of (any of esp. the first three runners) 
in a race. 10 ¢ (as placed adj.) a esp. Bril. among 
the first three or sometimes four in a race. b US 
second in a race. 11 Foothall get (a goal) by a place- 
kick. O all over the place in disorder; chaotic. 
give place to I make room for. 2 yield precedence 
to. 3 be suceceded by. go places collog. be success- 
ful. in place I in the right position; suitable. 2 C'S 
on the spot (running in place). in place of instead of. 
in places at some places or in some parts, but not 
others. keep a person in his or her place 
suppress a person's aspirations or pretensions. out 
of place 1 in the wrong position. 2 unsuitable. put 
oneself in another’s place imagine oneself in 
another's position. put a person in his or her 
place deflate or humiliate a person. take place 
occur. take one’s place go to one’s correct pos- 
ition etc. take the place of be substituted for. 
[from Greek plateia (hodos) ‘broad (way)’] 0 place- 
less adj. placement n. placing 7. 
place-bet 7. 1 Bri. a bet on a horse to come first, 
second, third. or sometimes fourth in a race. 2 US 
a bet on a horse to come second. 
placebo /pla-see-hoh/ 7. (//. -os) 1 aa pill, medi- 
cine, etc. prescribed for psychological reasons but 
having no physiological effect. b a blank sample 
used as a control in testing new drugs etc. 2 some- 
thing that is said or done to calm or humour a 
person. [Latin, literally T shall be pleasing’ | 
placebo effect 1. a beneficial (or adverse) cffeci 
produced by a placebo and not due to any property 
of the placebo itself. 
place card 7. a card marking a person's place at a 
table ete 
place in the sun 7. a favourable situation, position 
t= 


place-kick 


place-kick n. Football a kick made when the ball 
is previously placed on the ground. o place- 
kicker n. 

placeman 7. (/. -men) a person appointed to a 
position chiefly to implement the politcal policies 
of a higher authority. 

place mat 7. a smal! mat on a table underneath a 
person's plate 

place name 2. the name of a town, hill, lake, ete. 

placenta 7. (/)/. placentae /-tee/ or placentas) 
flattened circular organ in the uterus of certain 
mammals when pregnant, nourishing and main- 
taining the foetus through the umbilical cord and 
expelled after birth. > roerus. [from Greek plakous 
ountos Nat cake’| O placental «adj. 

placer 7. a deposit of sand, gravel, etc., in the bed 
of a stream etc., containmg valuable minerals in 
particles. [Latin American Spanish] 

place setting 7. a set of plates, cutlery, etc. for onc 
person at a meal. 

placid adj. 1 (of a person) not easily aroused or 
disturbed. 2 mild; calm; screne. [from Latin 
placidus| Q placidity 7. placidly ad: placid- 
ness . 

placket n. 1 an opening or slit m a garment, for 
fastenings or access to a pocket. 2 the flap of fabric 
under this. [variant of obsolete placard ‘garment 
worn under an open coat | 

plagiarize /play-ja-ryz/ i:/r (also -ise) (also absol. 
1 take and use (the thoughts, inventions, etc. of 
another person) as one’s own. 2 pass off the 
thoughts ete. of (another person) as one’s 
[based on Greck plagon ‘a kidnapping | 0 plagiar- 
ism 7. 

plague e ». 1 a (prec. by /he) a contagious bacterial 
disease characterized by fe 
the formation of buboes (bubonic plague} and 
sometimes infection of the lungs (pneumonic 
plague. b any severe or fatal contagious diseas¢ 
spreading rapidly over a wide area. 2 (fol. by of } an 
unusual infestauon (a plague of frogs). 3 a great 
trouble. b an affliction, esp. as regarded as divine 
punishment. 4 col//og. a nuisance. @ 7/7, iplagues. 
plagued, plaguing) I afflict, torment ( plagued hy 
war). 2 colloy. pester or harass continually. [from 
Latin plaga “stroke. wound’| 


own. 


ver and dehrium. with 


plaice 7. (//. same} 1 ¥ a European fatfish, Pleuro 
nectes platessa, having a brown back with orange 
spots and a white unclerside, much used for food. 
2 vin full American plaice, a N. Atlantic fish. 
Hippoglosvoides platessoides. [from Late Latin platessa| 


uwile 
underside 


ifapien oe 


PLAICE Pleuronectes platessa} 


plaid /plad/ n. 1 (often attrib.) chequered or tartan, 
esp. woollen, twilled cloth (@ plaid skirt, 2 a long 


pt of plaicl worn over the shoulder as part ol 
Seotush Highland dress. [from Gaelic] 
plain e ad. 1 clear: evident. 2 readily understood, 
3 atol food, decoration. ete.) unc omph« red: nol 
claborate. b without 1c atl pattern. 4 p. ol 
# woman or vil, not beaudful or prety 5 our 
poken. 6;0f manners. elre ‘te.) unsophisticated: 
homely. 7 (ol a knittin tl nace by putt the 


needle through the front of the stitch from lefi 
to right. & Kwrrrinc. @ adv. 1 unequivocally (lo speah 
plain, I don't approve). 2 simply (that is plain stupid). 
@7.a level tract of esp. treeless country. [from Latin 
planus (adj.), planuni (n.)| O plamly ad:, plain- 
ness //. 

plainchant 7. = PLainsona. 

plain chocolate 7. Bri. chocolate without added 
milk and therefore dark. 

plain clothes 7.f/. ordinary clothes worn-esp. as a 
disguise by police officers etc. (hyphenated when 
attrib,: plain-clothes policeman). 

plain dealing 7. candour; straightlorwardness. 

plain flour 7. flour not containing a raising agent, 

plain sailing 1. 1 sailing a straightforward course. 
2 an uncomplicated situation or course of action. 

plainsman 7. (//. -men) a person who lives on a 
plain, esp. in N. America. 

plainsong 7. unaccompanied church music sung in 
unison in medieval modes and in free rhythm 
corresponding to the accentuation of the words 

plain-spoken ad. outspoken; blunt. 

plaint 7. 1 Bri. Law an accusation; a 
charge. 2 llerary or archaic a lament- 
ation, [from Latin planctus| 

plaintiff ». Law a person who brings a 
case against another into court. [from 
Old French plant ‘plaintive (person) ’] 

plaintive adj. 1 expressing sorrow; 
mournful. 2 mournful-sounding. [from 
Old French plaintif -ive| 0 plaintively 
adv, plaintiveness 7 

plait plat e 7. 1 a length of hair, straw, 
ete.. mn three or more interlaced 
strands. 2 = pai ne 7h. 1 form 
(hair ete.) into a plait. 2 make (a belt, 
mat, ete.) by plaiting. [from Old French 
pleit a lol] 

plan e ». 1 aa formulated and esp. 
detailed method by which a thing is to 
be done. b an mtention or proposed proceeding 
| plan of campaign). 2 a drawing or diagram made by 
projection on a horizontal plane, esp. showing a 
building (cf tunvaion 2ay. 3a fairly large-scale map 
of a town or district. 4 a a table etc. maicating 
limes, places, etc. of intended proceedings. b a 
diagram of an arrangement (sealing plan). 5 an 
imaginary plane perpendicular to the line of vision 
and containing the objects shown in a picture. @ , 
planned, planning) 1 /% (often foll. by (hat + 
clause or fo + infin.) arrange (a procedure etc 
beforehand; form a plan. 2 / a design (a building, 
new town, ctc.). b make a plan of (an existing 
buiding, an area, ctc.). 3 (as planned adj.) in 
accordance with a plan (planned parenthood). 4 intr, 
make plans. 0 plan on collog. aim at doing o1 
having; intend, [from Itahan fianta ‘plan of build- 
ing’ | 0 planning n. 

planarian 7. any flatworm of the division Tricla- 
dida, usu. living in fresh water. 

planchet #. @ plain metal cise from which a coin is 
made 

planchette /plahn-shet/ n. a small usu. heart- 
shaped board on castors with a pencil that is 
supposedly caused to write spirit messages when a 
person's fingers rest lightly on it. [French, Hterally 
‘Title plank | 

plane'e ». 1. aa flat surface on which a straight line 

two points on it would wholly lic. b an 

mnaginary flat surface through or joing ¢lc. mater 


joining any 


ial objects. 2 a level surface. 3 = verorian.., 4 a Mat 
surface producing lift by the action of air or wate 
over ancl under it tasu. in 1h: hydroplancr. 5 yofien 
loll. by of) a level of attainment, thought, etc. 6 a 


flat thin object such as a table top. @ adj. 1 (of a 
perteetly level. 2 tof an angle. igure 
etc.) ving ina plane. @ inde 1 often foll. by down 
travel or glide in an aeroplane, 2 (of a speedboat 
ete.) skim over water. 3 soar. [from Latin planum “flat 
urface’| G planar adj. Math 


surlace ete 


PLANE: ORIENTAL 
PEANI 


(Platanus orientalis: 


planisphere 


screw fo adjust 
. depth of blade 


shavines 


PLANE 


plane? e 7. 1 A a tool consisting of a wooden or 
metal block with a projecting steel blade, used to 
smooth a wooden surface by paring shavings from 
it. 2 a similar tool for smoothing metal. e w.ér 
I smooth (wood, metal, etc.) with a plane. 2 (often 
foll. by away, down) pare with a plane. [from Latin 
planus ‘plain’ | 
plane? ». (in full plane tree) < any tree of the 
genus Plalanus often growing to great heights, 
with maple-like leaves and bark. [from Greek 
platanos| 
plane polarization 7. (also -isation) 
a process restricting the vibrations 
of electromagnetic radiation, 
yy esp. hight, to one direction. 
planer 7. a machine for planing 
esp. wood, 
peti plane sailing n. 1 the practice 
Fait of determining a ship’s position 
; on the theory that it is moving on 
a plane. 2 = Pain SAILING. 
planet 7. 1 a celestial body moving 
in an elhptical orbit round a star 
2 (prec, by the) the Earth. & sonar system, 
[from Greek p/anéles ‘wanderer, planet} 
planetarium 7». (//. planetariums or 
planetaria) 1 a domed building in 
which images of stars, planets, etc. are 
projected for entertainment or, education. 2 the 
device used for such projection. 3 = 
[modern Latin] . 
planetary adj. 1 of or like plancts. 2 terrestrial: 
mundane. 3 w indexing; erratic 
planetary nebula 7. ¥ a ring-shaped nebula 
formed by an expanding shell of gas round a star. 


ORRLRY. 


 NILBUL 


LOSTAK 


PLANETARY NEBULA IN [111 
CONSTELLATION LYRA 


planetoid 77, = \siveow |. 

plangent ad. 1 loud and reverberating, 2 plaintive: 
sad, [from Latin plangent “tamenting’| 0 plan- 
gency n. plangently adv. 

planimeter /pla-nim-i-ter/ 7. an instrument fo1 

mechanically measuring the area of a plane figure 
[based on Latin planus ‘level’] 0 planimetric adj. 
planimetry n. 

planisphere 7. a map formed by the projection ol 
a sphere or part of a sphere on a plane, esp. an 


plantar «dj. of or relating to 


plantation 1. 1 an estate on 


plank 


adjustable circular star map. [from medieval Latin 
planisphaerium| 

plank e x. 1 a long flat piece of timber used esp. in 
flooring etc. 2 an item of a political or other 
programme. @ vf, 1 provide, cover, or floor with 


planks. 2 (usu. foll. by down; also absol.) esp. US 


collog. a put down roughly or violently. b pay 

(money) on the spot or abruptly. 0 walk the plank 

hist. (of a pirate’s captive etc.) be made to walk 

blindfold along a plank over the side of a ship to 

one’s death. [from Late Latin planca ‘board’| 
planking 7. planks as flooring etc. 

plankton 2. the small and microscopic organisms 
drifting or floating in the sea or fresh water. [from 
Greek plaghtos ‘wandering’] G planktonic adj. 

planned economy 7. an economy in which 
production, prices, incomes, etc. are determined 
centrally by government. 

planner 2. 1 a person who controls or plans the 
development of new towns etc. 2 a person who 
makes plans. 3 a list, table, etc., with information 
helpful in planning. 

planning permission 7. Bri. formal permission 
for building development etc., esp. from a local 
authority. 

plano- comb. form level, flat. [from Latin planus] 

planoconcave adj. (of a lens etc.) with one surface 
plane and the other concave. 

planoconvex ad). (of a lens etc.) with one surface 
plane and the other convex. 

plant e 7. 1 a any living organism of the kingdom 
Plantae, usu. containing chlorophyll enabling it to 
live wholly on inorganic substances and lacking 
specialized sense organs and the power of volun- 
tary movement. b a small organism of this kind, as 
distinguished from a shrub or tree. 2 a machinery, 
fixtures, etc., used in industrial processes. b a 
factory. 3 collog. a something positioned or 
concealed to incriminate another. b a person 
stationed as a spy or source of information. @ 2/7. 
1 place (a seed, bulb, ete.) in the ground so that it 
may take root and flourish. 2 (often foll. by in, on, 
etc.) a put or fix in position. b reff. take up a pos- 
ition ( planted myself hy the door). ¢ place {a bomb) in a 
building etc. 3 station (a person etc.), esp. as a spy 
or source of information. 4 cause (ai idea etc.) to 
be established, esp. in another person’s mind. 
5 deliver (a blow, kiss, etc.) with a deliberate ain. 
6 collog. position or-conceal (something incriminat- 
ing or compromising) for tater discovery. 7 bury, 
o plant out transfer (a plant) from a pot or frame 
to the open ground; set out (scedlings) at intervals, 
[from Latin planta ‘sprout, slip, cutting’ | 0 plantlet 
n. plantlike ad). 

Plantagenet e ad). of or relating to the kings 
of England from Henry I to Richard HI. 
en. any of these kings. [from Latin planta 
genista “sprig of broom’, worn as a crest and 
origin of the surname] 

plantain’ n. ® any low- 
growing plant of the 
genus Plantago, with 
usu. broad flat 
leaves forming a 
rosette on the 
ground. [from Latin 
plantago| 

plantain® 7. 1 a 
plant, Musa paradisiaca, 
related to the banana 
and widely grown in 
warm countries for 
its fruit. 2 the starchy 
fruit of this. [from 
Spanish pld(njlano “plane 
ee | 


2 


the sole of the foot, [from 
Latin plantaris] PLANTAIN: 


COMMON PLAN LAIN 


which cotton, tobacco, ete. (Planiago major) 


is cultivated. 2 an area planted with trees etc, 3 Hust. 
a colony. [from Latin plantatio| 

plantation song 7. a song of the kind formerly 
sung by blacks on American plantations. 

planter 1. 1 a person who cultivates the soil. 2 the 
manager or occupier of a plantation. 3 a large 
container for decorative plants. 4 a machine for 
planting seeds etc. 

plant-louse 7. a small insect that infests plants, esp. 
an aphis. > Hraiprera 

plantsman 27. (//. -men; fem. plantswoman, 
pl. -women) an expert in garden plants and 
gardening. 

plaque 7. 1 an ornamental tablet of metal, por- 
celain, etc., esp. affixed to a building in 
commemoration. 2 a deposit on teeth where bac- 
teria proliferate. [from Dutch plak ‘tablet’] 
o plaquette 7. 

plash'e x. 1 a splash; a plunge. 2 a a marshy pool. 
b a puddle. @ x. 1 & G intz splash. 2 ty strike the 
surface of (water). [Old English] 

plash? vt. esp. Brit. bend down and interweave 
(branches, twigs, etc.) to form a hedge. [from Latin 
plectere ‘to plaiv] 

plasma 7. (also plasm) 1 the colourless fluid part 
of blood, lymph, or milk, in which corpuscles 
or fat-globules are suspended. © sioop. 2 = rrovo- 
ptasM. 3 a gas of positive ions and free clectrons 
with approximately equal positive and negative 
charges. [Greek, literally ‘mould. image’] 0 plas- 
mic ad). 

plaster e 7. 1 a soft mixture esp. of lime putty with 
sand or Portland cement ete. for spreading on walls, 
ccilings, etc., to form a smooth hard surface when 
dried. 2 Brit. = snickinc raster. 3 = PLAsrhLR OF Paris. 
e@ wi, 1 cover (a wall ctc.) with plaster or a similar 
substance. 2 (often foll. by wzth) coat thickly or to 
excess; daub ( plastered the bread with yam: the wall was 
plastered with slogans). 3 stick or apply (a thing) thickly 
like plaster ( plastered glue all over it). 4 (often foll. by 
down) make (esp. hair) smooth with water, cream, 
etc. 5 (as plastered adj.) slang drunk. 6 apply a 
plaster cast to, 7 slang bomb or shell heavily. {from 
Greek emplasiron| 0 plasterer n. plastery adj. 

plasterboard 7. two boards with a filling of plaster 
used to form or line the inner walls of houses ete. 

plaster cast 7. 1 a rigid 

casing for a broken 

limb ete... made 

from a bandage 44 a... 

stiffened with . ow oe 

plaster of Paris. 

2 m a statue or 1 —_ 

mould made of “ae. 

plaster. 

plaster of Paris 
n. fine white plaster 
made of gypsum 
and used for making plaster casts ete. > GoRMic 


x 
rf 


PLASTER CAST 
OE NO Gr atslits 


plaster saint 7. ion. a person regarded as being 
without moral faults or human frailty. 

plasterwork 1. work done in plaster, esp. the plas- 
ter-covered surface of a wall or decorative plaster 
surfaces. 

plastic e@ 7. 1 A any of a number of synthetic poly- 
meric substances that can be given any required 
shape. 2 (altrih) a made of plastic ( plastic bag). b artifi- 
cial, msincere. 3 collog. = paste Moni. @ adj. FE capable 
of being moulded. 2 moulding or giving form to clay, 
wax, etc. [from Greek plastos| 0 plastically ade. 
plasticity 7. plasticization n. plasticize 1/), (also 
-ise). plasticizer . plasticky ad). 

plastic arts 7.p/. art forms involving modelling o1 
moulding, e.g. sculpture and ceramics. 

plastic bomb 7. a bomb containing plastic explo- 
sive. 

plastic bullet 7. a bullet made of PVG o1 another 
plastic material. 

plastic explosive 1. a puity-like explosive capable 
of being moulded by hand. 


plate 


PLASTIC 


Plastics fall into two main classes accord- 
ing to the way they react to heat. Thermo- 
plastics, such as polythene and perspex, 
can be repeatedly softened and hardened 
by heating and cooling. Thermosetting 
plastics, such as epoxy resins and polyur- 
ethane, are initially soft but set hard after 
heating, and cannot be softened again by 
further heating. Some plastics are given 
added strength by reinforcing them with 
libres; these are known as composites. 


EXAMPLES OF PLASTICS 


THERMOPLASTIC 
(POLYTHENE BAG) 


PHLRMOSLVIING 
PIES DIG LEPONY 
CYCLE HELMET) 


COMPOSIET. 
PLASTIC 
(TENNIS RACKET) 


plasticine 2. propr. a soft plastic material used, esp. 
by children, for modelling. 
plastic surgery ». the process of reconstructing or 
repairmg injured or unsightly parts of the body by 
the transfer of tssuc. G plastic surgeon 7. 
plastid 7. any small organelle in the cytoplasm of a 
plant cell, containing pigment or food. > pitoM. 
[German| 
plat du jour 7. a dish specially prepared by a 
restaurant on a particular day, in addition to the 
usual menu. [French, ‘dish of the day} 
plate e 7. 1 aa shallow vessel, usu. circular and of 
earthenware or china. from which food is eaten or 
served. b the contents of this (@ plate of sandwiches) 
2 a similar vessel usu. of metal or wood. 
esp. for making a collection in a church ete. 3 (Sa 
main course of a meal, served on one plate. 
4 collect.) a utensils of silver, gold, or other metal. 
b objects of plated metal. 5 a a piece of metal 
with a name or inscription for affixing to a door, 
container, cte. b = xumBLR PLAtL. 6 an illustration 
on special paper in a book. 7 a thin sheet of metal. 
with a light-sensitive coating. used 
for photography. 8 a flat thin usu. rigid sheet 
of metal ete. with an even surface and uniform 
thickness, often as part of a mechanism. 9 a a 
smooth piece of metal ete. for engraving. b an 
impression made from this. 10 a a silver or gold 
cup as a prize for a horse race etc. b a race with 
this as a prize. 11 aa thin piece of plastic material, 
moulded to the shape of the mouth, to which arti- 
ficial teeth or another orthodontic apphance 
are attached. b collog. a complete denture or ortho- 
dontic apphance. 12 Geol, each of several sheets 
of rock thought to form the [arth’s outer crust 
> pian icionics, 13° a stereotype, 


used 


glass, ete. 


electrowpe. 
or plastic cast of a page of composed movable 
types. or a Metal or plastic copy of filmset matter, 


plate armour 


from which sheets are printed. 14 Baseball a flat 
piece of whitened rubber marking the station of a 
batter or pitcher, 15 US the anode of a thermionic 


valve. 16 a horizontal timber laid along the top of 


a wall to support the ends of joists or rafters. @ v./r 
I apply a thin coat esp. of silver, gold, or tin to 


(another metal). 2 cover (esp. a ship) with plates of 


metal, esp. for protection. 3 make a plate of (type 
etc.) for printing. O on a plate collog. available with 
little trouble to the recipient. on one’s plate csp. 


PLATE TECTONICS 


The Earth’s lithosphere is thought to con- 
sist of semi-rigid plates that move relative to 
each other on the underlying asthenosphere 
(a partly molten layer of the mantle), The 
movement of these tectonic plates may 

be caused by convection currents in the 
Earth’s mantle. Mountain-building, earth- 


GROSS-SEC TION OF THE EARTH 
SHOWING GONVEG TION 
CURRENTS 


mid-ocean rid 


movement of plate 


<— 
lithoxphere 


ay 


asthenosphere 


mantle 


continental 
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EXAMPLES OF PLATE MOVEMENT 


plate 
buckles ; 


mountain range 
plate ; thrust uprwards 


movement 


earthquake g 
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Brit. for one to deal with or consider. [based on 
Greek plats ‘flat’] 0 plateful n. (pl. -fuls). plater n. 

plate armour 7. armour of metal plates, for a 
man, ship, ete. & ARMOUR 

plateau /plat-oh/ e 7. (p/. plateaux /-tohz/ or 
plateaus) I an area of fairly level high ground. 
2 a state of little variation after an merease, @ v.inir 
(plateaus, plateaued) (often foll. by out) reach a 
level or stable state after an increase. [from Old 
French plate! ‘small {lat surface’] 


quakes, and volcanoes occur mostly near 
plate boundaries, where the plates may be 
moving apart or together, or sliding past 
each other. The effect this movement has 
depends on whether the boundary is 
between two continental plates, two oceanic 
plates, or an oceanic and a continental plate. 
continental 
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platter 


plate glass 2. thick fine-quality glass for shop 
windows etc., originally cast in plates. 

platelayer 1. Brii. a person employed in fixing and 
repairing railway rails. 

platelet x. a small! colourless disc-shaped cell frag- 
ment without a nucleus, found in blood and 
involved in clotting. > Boop 

platen 7. 1 a plate in a printing press which presses 
the paper against the type. 2 a cylindrical roller in 
a typewriter against which the papcr is held. [from 
Old French platine ‘flat piece’] 

plate rack ». Brit. a rack in which plates are stored 
or placed to drain. 

plateresque adj, richly ornamented in a style 
suggesting silverware. 

plate tectonics 7.//. (usu. treated as sing.) <a 
theory about the nature of the Earth’s surface 
involving rigid lithospheric plates moving slowly on 
the underlying mantle. > siaBep 

plate tracery 7. Archi. tracery with perforations in 
otherwise continuous stone. 

platform 7. 1 a raised level surface, esp. one from 
which a speaker addresses an audience. 2 a raised 
structure along the side of a track in a railway 
station. 3 the floor area at the entrance to a bus. 4a 
thick sole of a shoe. 5 the declared policy of a polit- 
ical party. [from }'rench plaleforme ‘ground plan’] 

plating ». a coating of gold, silver, etc. 

platinize e/ (also -ise) coat with platinum. 
0 platinization 7. 

platinum ». Chem. ® a ductile 
malleable — silvery-white 
metallic clement, unaflect- 
ed by simple acids and 
fusible only at a very 
high temperature, used 
in making jewellery and 
laboratory apparatus. 

carher platina from 

Spanish, literally ‘lit- 

tle silver’] F 

platinum blonde 

also platinum blond) 

e «ad. (hyphenated when 

attrib.) silvery-blond. @ n. 

a person with  silvery- 

dond hair. > 

platinum dise ». the high- 
est of a series of awards given to a recording artist 
or group for sales of a record etc. exceeding a spe- 
cified high figure (cf. Gorn pisc.). 

platinum metal 7. any meiallic element found 
with and resembling platinum, e.g, osmium, irid- 
ium, and palladium. 

platitude 2. a trite or commonplace remark, esp. 
one solemnly delivered. [French, based on_ lal 
‘flat| o platitudinize imix (also -ise). platitudin- 
ous ad). 

Platonic ad. 1 of or associated with the Greek 
philosopher Plato (d. 347 se) or his ideas. 
2 (platonic) (of love or friendship; purely spiritual, 
not sexual. 3 (platonic) confined to words or 
theory; not leading to action; harmless. [from 
Greek Plain “Plato’| o Platonically ade. 

Platonic solid . ( also Platonic body) any of the 
five regular solids (tetrahedron, cube, octahedron, 
clodecahedron, icosahedron). 

Platonism 7. the philosophy of Plato or his follow- 
cers. G Platonist 7. 

platoon ». 1 Afi/. a subdivision of a company, 
commanded by a licutenant and usu. divided into 
three sections. 2 a group of persons acting together. 
[from French peloton ‘small ball’ 

platteland 7. Suif. remote country districts. 
| Afrikaans, literally ‘flat land] 0 plattelander n. 

platter 7. 1 a large flat dish or plate, esp. for food. 
2 slang a gramophone record. 3 the rotating metal 
dise of a record player turntable. 4 Gomputinga rigid 
disc used to store data magnetically. 0 on a platter 
= on a plate (see pixii). [based on Anglo-French plat 

ple] 
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PLATYPUS 

(Ornithorhynchus anatinus) 

platypus x. (in full duck-billed platypus) (//. 
platypuses) A an Australian aquatic egg-laying 
mammal, Ornithorhynchus anatinus, having a soft 
pliable bill shaped like a duck’s, webbed feet, and 
sleck grey fur. [from Greek platupous ‘flat-footed’| 

plaudit 7. (usu. in p/.) 1 a round of applause. 2 an 
emphatic expression of approval. [shortened from 
Latin plaudite, literally ‘applaud!’, said by Roman 
actors at the end of a play] 

plausible adj. 1 (of an argument, statement, etc.) 
seeming reasonable or probable. 2 (of a person) 
persuasive but deceptive. [from Latin plausibilis| 
0 plausibility x. plausibly adv. 

play e 1 inér (often foll. by w2th) occupy or amuse 
oneself pleasantly with some recreation, game, 
exercise, etc, 2 mtr. (foll. by with) act light-heartedly 
or flippantly (with feelings etc.). 3 a & perform on 
or be able to perform on (a musical instrument). 
b tr perform (a piece of music etc.). ¢ & cause (a 
record, record player, etc.) to produce sounds. 
d intr. (of a record, record player, etc.) produce 
sounds. 4 a inér (foll. by i) perform a role in (a 
drama etc.). b ix perform (a drama or role) on 
stage, or in a film or broadcast. ¢ ¢& give a dramatic 
performance at (a particular theatre or place). 5 Jy 
act in real life the part of (play truant; play the fool). 
6 tr (foll. by on) perform (a trick or joke etc.) on (a 
person). 7 intr collog. participate, cooperate (they 
won't play). 8 intr. gamble. 9 t gamble on. 10 fr 
a (also absol.) take part in (a game or recreation). 
b compete with (another player or team) in a game. 
c occupy (a specified position) in a team for a game. 
d (foll. by m, on, at, etc.) assign (a player) to a pos- 
ition. 11 & move (a piece) or display (a playing 
card) in one’s turn ina game. 12 ¢ (also absol.) strike 
(a ball etc.) or execute (a stroke) in a game. 13 intr 
moye about in a lively or unrestrained manner. 
14 intr. (often foll. by on) a touch gently. b emit ght, 
water, etc. ( fountains gently playing). 15 tr. allow (a 
fish) to exhaust itself pulling against a line. 16 nix. 
(often foll. by at) a engage in a half-hearted way (in 
an activity). b pretend to be. @ n. 1 recreation, 


amusement, esp. as the spontaneous activity of 


children and young animals. 2 a the playing of a 
game. b the action or manner of this. c the status 
of the ball etc. in a game as being available to be 
played according to the rules (in play; out of play). 
3 a dramatic piece for the stage etc. 4 activity or 
operation (are in full play, brought into play). 5 a tree- 
dom of movement. b space or scope for this. 
6 brisk, light, or fitful movement. 7 gambling. 8 an 
action or manoeuvre, esp. in or as in a game. D at 
play engaged in recreation. in play for amuse- 
ment; not seriously. make play act effectively. 
make a play for collog. make a conspicuous 
attempt to acquire. make play with use ostenta- 
tiously. play about (or around) behave 
irresponsibly. play along pretend to cooperate. 
play back play (sounds recently recorded), esp. to 
monitor recording quality etc. play ball see pat’. 
play by ear 1 perform (music) without having 
seen a score of it. 2 (also play it by ear) proceed 
instinctively or step by step according to results and 
circumstances. play one’s cards close to one’s 
chest see cHest. play one’s cards right (or well) 
make good use of opportunities; act shrewdly. play 
down minimize the importance of. played out 
exhausted of energy or usefulness. play false act, 


or treat (a person), deceitfully or treacherously. 
play fast and loose act unreliably; ignore one’s 
obligations. play the field see mrtp. play for 
time seek to gain time by delaying play the 
game see Game’. play havoc with see Havoc. play 
hell with see Heu.. play hookey see Hooxry. play 
into a person’s hands act so as unwittingly to 
give a person an advantage. play it cool colloq. 
1 affect indifference. 2 be relaxed or unemo- 
tional. play the man = be a man (see may). play 
the market speculate in stocks cic. play off 
(usu. foll. by against) 1 oppose (one person against 
another), esp. for one’s own advantage. 2 play an 
extra match to decide a draw or tie. play on 
1 continue to play, 2 take advantage of (a person’s 
feclings etc.). play oneself in Bril. become accus- 
tomed to the prevailing conditions in a game etc. 
play on words a pun. play safe (or for safety) 
avoid risks. play to the gallery see cutery. play 
up 1 Brit. a behave mischievously. b obstruct or 
annoy in this way (played the teacher up). ¢ cause 
trouble; be irritating (my rheumatism ws playing up 
again). 2 emphasize, make the most of. 3 Brit. put all 
one’s energy into a game. play up to flatter, esp. to 
win favour. play with fire take foolish risks. [Old 
English, originally in sense ‘exercise’| O playable 
adj. playability 7. 
play-act wnt, 1 act ina play. 2 behave affectedly or 
insincerely. Oo play-acting 7. play-actor 1. 
playback ». the playing back of a sound or sounds; 
an instance of this. 
playbill ». t a poster announcing a theatrical 
performance. 2 US a theatre programme. 
playboy 7. an irresponsible pleasure-secking man, 
esp. a wealthy one, 
player 7. 1 a person taking part in a sport or game. 
2 a person playing a musical mstrument (often in 
comb.: flute-player). 3 an actor. 4 any device for play- 
ing records, compact discs, cassettes, etc. 
player-manager 7. a person who both plays in a 
team dnd manages it, 
player-piano 7. a piano fitted with an apparatus 
enabling it to be played automatically. 
playfellow 1. a playmate. 
playful ad. 1 fond of or inclined to play. 2 done in 
fun; jocular. D playfully ad. playfulness 7. 
playgoer n. a person who goes often to the theatre. 
playground 2. an outdoor area for children to play 
on. 
playgroup n. Bri. a group of pre-school children 
who play regularly together at a particular place 
under supervision. 
playhouse n. 1 a theatre. > rHcvtre. 2 a toy house 
for children to play m. 
playing card 7. each of a set of usu. 52 oblong 
pieces of card with an identical pattern on one side 
and different values represented by numbers and 
symbols on the other, used to play various games. 
playing field ». a field used for outdoor team 
games. 
playlet 7. a short play or dramatic piece. 


playlist e 7. a list of pieces to be played, esp. of 


musical recordings to be broadcast on raclio. @ 2.7 
place on a playlist. 

playmaker 7. a player in a team game who leads 
attacks or enables fellow team: members to score. 

playmate ». a child’s companion in play. 

play-off 7. a match played to decide a draw or te. 

playpen ». a portable enclosure for young children 
to play in. 

play-reading 1. 1 the activity of reading through a 
play. 2 an instance of this. 

playroom 7. a room sect aside for children to play 
in, 

play school . a nursery school or kindergarten. 

plaything 7. 1 a toy or other thing to play with. 2a 
person treated as a Loy. 

playtime 7. time for play or recreation. 

playwright 7. a person who writes plays. 


pledge 


plaza n. a market place or open square (esp. in a 
Spanish town). [Spanish literally ‘place’] 

ple abbr. (also PLC) Brit. Public Limited Company. 

plea 7. 1 an earnest appeal or entreaty. 2 Law a 
formal statement by or on behalf of a defendant. 
[from Latin placifum ‘a decree’] 

plea bargaining 7. orig. US an arrangement 
between prosecutor and defendant whereby the 
defendant pleads guilty to a lesser charge in the 
expectation of leniency. 0 plea bargain rn. & v.1nlr. 

plead ». ( past and pas! part. pleaded or esp. N. Amer, 
Sc., & dial. pled) 1 int: (foll. by with) make an 
earnest appeal to. 2 intr, Law address a law court as 
an advocate on behalf of a party. 3 # maintain (a 
cause) esp. in a law court. 4 f& Law declare to be 
one’s state as regards guilt in or responsibility for a 
crime ( plead guilty: plead insanity). 5 tr offer or allege 
as an excuse {pleaded forgetfulness). 6 intr. make an 
appeal or entreaty. [from Old French plaidier| 
oO pleader n. pleadingly ad. 

pleading ». (usu. in p/.) a formal statement of the 
cause of an action or defence. 

pleasant ad. (pleasanter, pleasantest) pleasing 
to the mind, feelings, or senses. [from Old French 
plaisan/| O pleasantly adv. pleasantness n. 

pleasantry 2. {//. -ies) 1 (usu. in p/.) a courteous or 
polite remark, esp. made in casual conversation. 
2 (esp. in p/.) an amusing remark. 3 jocularity. 

please 7%. 1 ¢ (also absol.; be agreeable to; make 
glad; give pleasure to (the gift will please them, anxtous 
lo please). 2 tr. (in passive) a (foll. by fo + infin.) be glad 
or willing to (am pleased to help). b (often foll. by about, 
al, wilh) derive pleasure or satisfaction (from). 3. &. 
(prec. by z/as subject; usu. foll. by fo + infin.) be the 
melnation or wish of (7 did not please them to attend ). 
4 intr. think fit; have the will or desire (/ake as many as 
you please). 5 ir used in polite requests (come in, please). 
G (as) pleased as Punch see puncu*. if you 
please if you are willing, esp. won. to indicate 
unreasonableness (then, uf you please, we had to pay) 
please oneself do as one likes. [from Latin placere) 
o pleased ad. pleasing ad). pleasingly adv. 

pleasurable adj. causing pleasure; agreeable. 

pleasurableness 1. pleasurably adv. 

pleasure e 7. 1 a feeling of satisfaction or joy. 
2 enjoyment. 3 a source of pleasure or gratifica- 
tion. 4 formal a person's will or desire (chat is_your 
pleasure’). 5 sensual gratification (a life of pleasure). 
6 (atirh.) done or used for pleasure (pleasure boat; 
pleasure trip). @ v. 1 tf give (esp. sexual) pleasure to. 
2 intr. (often foll. by in) take pleasure. o take pleas- 
ure in like doing. with pleasure gladly. [from 
Old French plaisir ‘to please’| 

pleat e n. a fold or crease, esp. a flattened fold in 
cloth doubled upon itself. @ 2/7 make a pleat or 
pleats in. [Middle English variant of pain] 

plebby adj. 

plebeian /pli-bee-an/ e 7. 1 a commoner, esp. in 
ancient Rome. 2 a working-class person, esp. an 
uncultured one. @ adj. 1 of low birth; of the 
common people. 2 uncultured. [based on Latin 
plebs plebis the common people’] o plebeianism ». 

plebiscite /pleb-i-syt/ n. the direct vote of all the 
clectors of a state etc. on an important question, 
e.g. a change in the constitution. [from Latin plebis- 
cilum| OQ plebiscitary adj. 

plectrum 7. ; //. plectrums or plectra) a thin flat 
picce of plastic or horn etc. used to pluck a string. 
esp. of a guitar. [from Greek plektron] 

pled SEC [LLANI. 

pledge e 7. 1 a solemn promise or undertaking. 2 a 
thing given as security for the fulfilment of a 
contract, the payment of a debt, etc. 3a thing put 
in pawn, 4 a the promise of a donation to charity. 
b such a donation, 5 a thing given as a token ol 
love, favour, or something to come. 6 a solemn 
undertakmg to abstain from alcohol (sign the pledues 
e@ vfr La deposit as security. b pawn. 2 promise 
solemnly by the pledge of (one’s honour, word. 
etc.). 3 often ref. 


pleb 1. collog. usu. derog. = vueseiw n. 2. 


bind by a solemn promise 


Pleiades 


o pledge one’s troth see ixoin. [from Late Latin 
plebium] 0 pledger n. pledgor n. Law. 

Pleiades /ply-a-deez/ n.pl. a cluster of stars in the 
constellation Taurus. [Greck, the seven mythical 
daughters of Atlas and Pleione] 

Pleistocene /ply-st6-scen/ Geol. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to the first epoch of the Quaternary period. 
@ 7. this epoch or system. [from Greck pleis/os ‘most’ 
+ kainas “new | 

plenary «dj. 1 entire, unqualified, absolute ( plenary 
indulgence). 2. of an assembly) to be attended by all 
members. {from Late Latin plenarius| 

plenipotentiary e 7. (//. -ies) a person icsp. a 
diplomat) invested with the full power of incdepend- 
ent action, @ adj. haying this power. [based on Latin 
plenus ‘fall’ + polentia ‘power | 

plenitude 7. ilerary 1 fullness, completeness. 
2 abundance. [from Late Latin plenitudo| 

plenteous ad). pue/. plentiful. a plenteously ad: 
plenteousness 1, 

plentiful ed. abundant, copious. a plentifully ad:. 

plenty e 7. (often foll. by of) a great or ample quan- 
tity or number. @ adj. colfog. existing in an ample 
quantity. @ adz. collog. fully. entirely (7 1s plenty large 
enough). |from Latin plenitas| 
plenum 7. a full assembly of people or a committee 
etc. [Latin, literally ‘full thing’] 

pleonasm 7. the use of more words than arc 
needed to give the scnse yee with one eyes). 
[based on Greek pleonazem “to be superfuous’| 
0 pleonastic ad). pleonastically ad. 

plesiosaurus ”, (also plesiosaur) any of a group ol 
large extinct marine reptiles with large paddic-like 
limbs and often a long flexible neck. & Liasnosvures 
[from Greek plaioy ‘near’ + sauroy ‘lizard’} 

plethora /pleth-6-ra/ ». an oversupply. glut. or 
excess. {from Greek p/rthore] 0 plethoric «d). 

pleura 7. (//. pleurae /-rec/) 
scrous membranes enveloping the lungs in 
mammals, (Greek, literally ‘side of the body, rib’] 
a pleural «ad. 


lestay 
Sa 


pleurisy 7. inflammation of the pleurac, marked 
by pain, fever, etc. [from Late Latin pleurisis} 
0 pleuritic ad). 

plexiglas 1. propi. = rinsvir. 
‘hammier for testing percussion’ | 

plexus 1. p/. same or plexuses) 1 Anat. a network 
of nerves or vessels in an animal body (gastric 
plexus). 2 any network or weblike formation, [Latin] 
O plexiform ad). 

pliable ad. 1 bending casily: supple. 2 yielding, 
compliant. [French, literally *bendable”] 0 pliabil- 
ity 7. 

pliant adj. = piisei |. [from Old French] o phancy 
n. plianthy ad 

plié /plee-ay/ n. ( p/. plies, Ballet a bending of the 
knees with the feet on the ground. [French, literally 
‘bent | 

pliers 2.//. < pincers with flat usu. serrated 

surfaces for holding small objects. bending 
wire, etc. [based on French plier to bend’| 
plight! 7. state, esp. an 
unfortunate one. |Middle English & 

Anglo-French pili told] 

plight” utr archaic 1 pledge or promise 

solemnly faith, loyalty. ctes. 

2 (foll, by fo) engage, esp. in marriage. 

0 plight one’s troth sce sear, [Old 
Loehsh pratt hatin ( | 


[based on plero 


a condition or 


(ones 


plimsoll n. \also plimsole; &v/. a 
rubber-soled canvas sports shoe. 
[probably from the resemblance of 
the side of the sole to a Pinson. Lint] 
Plimsoll line 7. (also Plimsoll 
mark a marking on a ship's side 
showing the limit of legal submer- 
sion under various — condlittons. 
Juamed after S. Plaasol/, English polit- 
iran, 1824 98. promoter of che 


Merchant Shipping Act| 


PLIERS 


876 


each of a pair of 


plinth 7. 1 Archi. < the 
lower square slab 
the base of a column. 
2 a base supporting 
a vase or statue etc. 
[from Greek  plinthos 
‘tile, brick, squared 
stone’| 
Pliocene Geo/. @ adj. of 
or relating to the last 
epoch of the Tertiary 
period. @ 7. this epoch 
or system. [from 
Greek pleién ‘more’ + 
kainos ‘new’ | 


PLO abbr. 


column 


plinth 


dado 


PLINTH 

Palestine 
Liberation Oryanization. 

plod e :. (plodded, plodding) 1 int (often foll. hy 
along, on, etc.) walk doggedly or laboriously; trudge. 
2 intr. (often foll. by a/) work slowly and steadily. 3 ¢ 
tread or make (one’s way) laboriously. @ 7. the act or 
a spell of plodding. {1 6th-century coinage] 0 plod- 
der n. ploddingly ad. 

ploidy 7. the number of sets of chromosomes in a 
cell. 

plonk! e 2/4: 1 set down hurriedly or clumsily. 
2 (usu. foll. by dozen) set down firmly. @ x. 1 an act of 
plonking. 2 a heavy thud. 

plonk? x. Bri/. collog. cheap or inferior wine, [origin- 
ally Australian] 

plonker ». course slang a foolish or inept person. 

plop e 7. La sound as of a smooth object dropping 
into water without a splash. 2 an act of falling with 
this sound. @ wn & tr (plopped. plopping, fall 
or drop with a plop. e adv. with a plop. [19th- 
century coinage| 

plosive /hone!. @ adj. denoting a consonant that is 
produced by stopping the airflow using the lips, 
tecth, or palate, followed by 7 sudden release of air. 
e@ 7. a plosive speech sound. 

plote ». 1a defined and usu. small picce of ground. 
2 the interrclationship of the main events in a play, 
novel, film, ete, 3a conspiracy or secret plan, esp. 
to achieve an unlawful end. 4 a graph showing the 
relation between two variables. @ ur (plotted, 
plotting 1 make a plan or map of: 2 (also absol.) 
plan or contrive secredy (a crime, conspiracy, etc.). 
3 a mark (a point or course ete.) on a chart, 
diagram. or graph. b make (a curve etc., by mark- 
ing out points. [from Old French complot ‘secret 
plan] a plotless ad). plotlessness 1. plotter 7. 

plough /plow/ (esp. .\. Amer plow) @ 7. 1 ¥ an 
implement drawn by a tractor or by horses, for 
cutting furrows in the soil and turning it up. 2 an 
nnplement resembling this (srouplough). 3 the 
Plough) the constellation Ursa Major or its seven 
bright stars, @ v. 1 v7 (also absol.) turn up (the earth 
with a plough. 2 f. (foll, by ou, up, down, etc.) turn 
or extract (roots. weeds, ete.) with a plough. 3 ¢: 
furrow or scratch (a surface) as if with a plough. 
4 fr, produce (a furrow or line) in this way. 5 int. 
Holl. by fhrough) advance laboriously. esp. through 
work, a book, ete, 6 imix (fol. by through, into) wavel 
or be propelled clumsily or violently. o plough 
back reinvest (profits; in the business producing 
them, put one’s hand to the plough undertake 


PLOUGH: |] #()s Fn depth 
PRAILED PLOUGH adjustment 
coulter i aa 


share , 
mouldboard 


furor 
cone 


plumage 


a task (Luke 9:62 
0 ploughable adj. 

ploughman 2. (\. Amer plowman) (f/. -men) a 
person who uses a plough. 

ploughman’s lunch 7. Bri{a meal of bread and 
usu. cheese with pickle or salad. 

ploughshare 7. ()\. Amer. plowshare) the cutting 
blade of a plough. [Middle English, based on 
earlier scaer ‘ploughshare’| 

plover 7. any short-billed gregarious bird of the 
family Charadriidae, esp. of the genus Charadrius, 
often found by water. [based on Latin p/wia ‘rain’ 

plow .\. Amer. var. of pLouGH. 

ploy n. a stratagem; a cunning manoeuvre to gain 
an advantage. [17th century comage, originally 
Scots] 

PLR «bor. (in the UK) Public Lending Right. 

pluck e « I & (ofien foll. by ows, off, etc.) pick or pull 
out or away. 2 é strip (a bird) of feathers. 3 ¢ pull 
at, twitch, 4 indx (foll. by at) tug or snatch at. 3 tr 
sound (the string of a musical instrument) with the 
fingcr or a plectrum etc. @ 2. 1 courage, spirit. 2 an 
act of plucking; a twitch. oO pluck up summon up 

(one’s courage, spirits, ete.), [Old English] 

a plucker n. 

plucky adj. (pluckier, pluckiest) brave, spirited. 

pluckily adv. 

plug e 7. 1 a piece of solid material fitting ughtly 
into a hole, used to fill a gap or cavity or act as 
a wedge or stopper. 2 a a device of metal pis in 
an insulated casing fittmg into holes in a socket 
for making an electrical connection. b collog. an 
electric socket. 3 = srark piuc. 4 collog. a piece of 
(often free) publicity for an idea, product, etc. 5 Wa 
mass of solidified lava filling the neck of a volcano, 
er. ipmagned. plugging) 1 / (often foll. by up) stop 
(a hole etc.) with a plug. 2 t&% slang shoot or hit 
(a person ete. ). 3 & collog. seek to popularize (an 
idea, product, etc.) by constant recommendation. 
4 mlz. (olten foll. by at) collog. work steadily away 
(at). G plug in comect electrically by inserting a 
plug in a socket. ‘[from Middle Dutch plugge| 
D plugger n. ‘ 


[from Old Norse pldg7} 


exposed > 
plug 
3 


eroded 
volcanic cone 


solidified 


lava 


PLUG! LXPOSLD VOLCANIC PLUG 
plughole ». a hole in a bath, basin, sink, etc., which 
can be stopped with a plug. 
plug-in afiyi).adj. able to be connected by means of 
a plug. 
plug-ugly (/S s/ang @ n. (pl. -ies) a thug or ruffian. 
@ adj. Wainous-looking. 
plum e 7. 1 a a sweet oval fleshy fruit, usu. purple 
or reddish when ripe, with a flattish pointed stone. 
b (also plum tree) any decicluous tree of the genus 
Prunus (rose family), esp. P domestica, which bears 
this fruit. 2 a reddish-purple colour. 
3 a dried grape or raisin used 
in cooking | plum pudding). 4 the 
best of a collection; something 
ee prized (often attrib: 


levelling 
lever . 


land a filum job). @ adj. of a 
wheel ei pee colour. O a 
/ plum in one’s mouth a 


rich-sounding voice 01 
allected accent. — [from 
Latin prunum| 

plumage 1. a bird’s fea- 
thers. [from Old French] 
0 plumaged adj. (usu. in 
comb). 


plumb! e 7. <a ball of lead or 
other heavy material, esp. one 
attached to the end of a line for 
finding the depth of water or 
determining the vertical on an 
upright surface. @ adz. 1 exactly 
(plumb in the centre). 2. vertically. 
3 AN. Amer. slang quite, utterly 
(plumb crazy). @ adj. 1 vertical. 
2 downright, sheer (plumb 
nonsense). @ vl. 1 a measure the 
depth of (water) with a plumb. 
b determine (a depth), 2 test 
(an upright surface) to deter- 
mine the vertical. 3 reach or 
experience in extremes ( plumb 
the depths of fear). 4 learn in 
detail the facts about (a 
matter). 0 out of plumb not 
vertical. [Middle English} 
plumb? »: #7, 1 provide (a building or room etc.) with 
plumbing. 2 (often foll. by in) fit as part of a plumb- 
ing system, [back-formation from punter] 
plumbago 2. (//. -os) 1 = Gravure. 2 9 any plant of 
the genus Plumbago, with grey or blue flowers. 


[Latin] 


plumb / 


PLUMB AND LINE 


a 
PLUMBAGO # - 
(Plumbago , 7 oe. 
auriculala) <3 «A 


plumber 2. a person who fits and repairs plumbing, 


[based on Latin plumbum ‘leadl’] 

plumbing 2. 1 the system or apparatus of water 
supply, heating, etc., in a building. 2 the work of a 
plumber. 

plumb line ». 4 @ line with a plumb attached. 

plum duff 7. 8ri/. a plain flour pudding with raisins 
or currants. 

plume e 7. 1 a feather, esp. a large one used for orna- 
ment. 2 an ornament of feathers etc. attached to a 
helmet or hat or worn in the hain > 
3 something resembling this (a plume of smoke). @ v. 
1 & decorate or provide with a plume or plumis. 
2 refi. (foll. by on, upon) pride (oneself on esp. some- 
thing trivial’. 3 & (of a bird) preen (itself or its 
feathers). [from Latin phuna ‘down’] 0 plumelike ad. 

plummet e », 1 a plumb or plumb line. 2 a plumb 
line. 3a weight attached to a fishing line to keep the 
float upright. @ z..a/r plummeted, plummeting, 
fall or plunge rapidly. [from Old French plomme! 
‘little plunib’| 

plummy ad). (plummier. plummiest) 1 abound- 
ing or rich in plums. 2 collog. (of a voice) sounding 
affectedly rich or deep in tone. 3 collog. good, desir- 
able. 

plump ' e «dj. icsp. of a person or animal or part of 
the body) having a full rounded shape: fleshy. @ «tr 
@ inty: (often foll. by up, out) make or become plump. 
[from Middle Dutch plomp ‘blunt’] o plumpish ad. 
plumply ad. plumpness 1. plumpy a7. 


SHAKO, 


plump’ e «1 intr: & tr: (often foll. by down) drop or 
fall abruptly. 2 itr (foll. by for) decide detinitely in 
favour of (one of two or more possibilities). @ 7. an 
abrupt plunge; a heavy fall. @ adv. collog. with a 
sudden or heavy fall. [from Middle Dutch plompen| 

plum pudding ». a rich boiled suet pudding with 
raisins, currants, spices, etc. 

plumy ad. (plumier, plumiest) 1 plumelike, 
feathery. 2 adorned with plumes. 

plunder e w./. 1 rob (a place or person) or steal 
(goods), esp. systematically or as in war. 2 steal from 
another’s writings etc.). @ n. 1 the violent or 
dishonest acquisition of property. 2 property 
acquired by plundering. [from Low German Pliin- 
dern, literally ‘to rob of household goods’| 
0 plunderer 2. 

plunge e ». 1 (usu. foll. by 2, into) a tr, thrust force- 
fully or abruptly. b ini: dive; propel oneself forcibly. 
c intr. @ tr enter or cause to enter a certain condi- 
tion or embark on a certain course abruptly or 
Impetuously (they plunged into a lively discussion; the 
room was plunged into darkness). 2 tr immerse 
completely. 3 iniz a move suddenly and dramat- 
ically downward. b (foll. by down, into, etc.) move 
with a rush (plunged down the stairs). @ n. a plunging 
action or movement: a dive. 0 take the plunge 
collog. commit oneself to a (usu. risky) course 
of action. [based on Latin plambum “plumbline, 
lead’} 

plunger ». 1 a part of a mechanism that works 
with a plunging or thrusting movement. 2 a 
rubber cup on a handle for clearing blocked 
pipes by a plunging and sucking action. 

plunging neckline 7. (also plunge neck- 
line) a low-cut neckline. 

plunk e ». the sound made by the sharply 
plucked string of a singed instrument. 
@ vintr. S tr sound or cause to sound with 
a plunk. 

pluperfect Gram. e@ adj. (of a tensc) 
denoting an action completed prior to 
some past point of time specified or 
unplied, formed in English by fad and 
the past participle, as: he had gone by then. 
en. the plupertect tense. [based on 
Laun plus quam perfeclum “more than 
pertect’] 

plurale «ad. 1 morc than one m number. 
2 Gram. (of a word or form) denoting more than 
one. @ 7. Gram. 1a plural word or form. 2 the plural 
number, [from Latin pluals| a plurally ad. 

pluralism ». 1 holding more than one office, esp. 
an ecclesiastical office or benefice. at a time. 2 a 


plus 
Sours . 


PE@EO 


Pluto is the smallest planet 
in the solar system, and the 
outermost, except for the 20 
years of its 24+8-year elliptic- 
al orbit when it passes insicle 
the path of Neptune. It is 

a rocky planet, probably 
covered with ice and frozen 
methane, but little else is 
known about it. Pluto's only 
known moon, Charon, is 
large for a moon, at half the 
size of its parent planet. 


almasphere of 


Earth SOLAR SYSTLM 


i 2: a —o- ia 
Neptune Pluto 


\ Sun 


methane (probably 
mired with nitrogen) 


plutonic 


form of society in which the members of minority 
groups maintain their independent cultural trad- 
itions. O pluralist 7. pluralistic adj. plural- 
istically adv. 

plurality ». (//. -ies) 1 the state of being plural. 
2 = mwrauism 1. 3 a large or the greater number. 
4 US a majority of votes that is not absolute. 

pluralize 2. (also -ise) 1 i; @ intr, make or become 
plural. 2 #: express in the plural. a pluralization ». 

plus e prep. 1 Math. with the addition of (3 plus 4 
equals 7) (symbol +). 2 (of temperature) above zero 
( plus 2 °C). 3 collog. with: having gained (returned plus 
a new car). @ adj. 1 (after a number) at least (fifteen 
plus). 2 \after a grade etc.) rather better than (befa 
plus). 3 Math. positive. 4 having a positive electrical 
charge. @ 7. 1 = puus sian, 2 Afath. an additional or 
positive quantity. 3 an advantage (experience ws a def- 
inite plus). @ con. collog. disp. also; and furthermore 
(they arrived late, plus they were hungry). [Latin, literally 
‘more’ | 


a Usage The use of plus as a conjunction, as in 
They arrived late, plus they wanted a meal, is considered 
incorrect by some people. 


plus fours 7. < men’s long wide knicker- 
bockers usu. worn for golf ete. 
plush e 7. cloth of silk or cotton etc., with 
a long soft nap. @ adj. 1 made of plush. 
2 collog. plushy. flbased on Latin pilus ‘hair’] 
a plushly ad. plushness n. 
plushy adj. (plushier, plushiest) ¢o//oq. 
stylish, luxurious. 0 plushiness 1. 
plus sign 7. the symbol +, indicating 
addition or a positive value. 


Pluto 7. ¥ a small planet, for most of its 
orbit the outermost planet of the solar 
system, & sonar systim. [Latin from Greek 
Plouton, the god of the underworld] 
plutocracy ». (//. -ies) 1 a government 
by the wealthy. b a state governed in this 
way. 2 a wealthy clite or ruling class. 
[based on Greek ploutos ‘wealth’| o pluto- 
cratic ad). plutocratically adv. 
plutocrat 1, esp. derog. or joc. 1 a 
member of a plutocracy or wealthy 
chte. 2 a wealthy and influenual 
person. 


PLUS FOURS 


pluton 7. Geol. a body of plutonic rock. 

plutonic ad. 1 Geol. (of rock) formed as igneous 
rock by solidification below the surface of the 
Earth. 2 (Plutonic) of the infernal regions. [based 
on Greek Ploutén, god of the underworld] 
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plutonium 


plutonium x. Chem. a dense silvery radioactive 
metallic transuranic element of (he actinide series, 
usec in some nuclear reactors and weapons. [based 
on Pluto, on the pattern of neptunium (Pluto being 
the next planet beyond Neptune)| 

pluvial «dj..1 of rain: rainy. 2 Geol. caused by rain. 
{based on Latin plaza ‘rany’| o pluvious ad). (in 
sense 1). 

ply! n. | p/. -ies) 1 a thickness or layer of material. 
esp. wood or cloth (dhree-ply). 2a strand of yarn or 
rope ete. [based on Latin plicare “to fold’] 

ply? u, (-tes, -ied) 1 / use or wield vigorously (a 
tool, weapon, cte.). 2 &. work steadily at (one’s busi- 
ness or trade). 3 fy (fol. by wh) a supply (a person, 
continuously with food, drink, ete.) b approach 
repeatedly ywith questions, demands, ete.). 4 a itz. 
toften foll. by defzeeen) «of a vehicle etc.) travel regu- 
larly to andl fro. b &% work (a route) in this way. 39 watr 
ofa taxi driver, boatman, etc.) attend regularly for 
custom , ph for trade). [Middle Enelish, related to 
APPL | 

Plymouth Brethren 7.//, a strict Calvinistic reli- 
gious body having no formal creed and no oflicial 
order of munisters, 

plywood ». two or 
more layers elued together with the cirection of the 
grain alternating. 

PM ahh. 1 Prime Minister. 2 post-mortem, 


Pm yymh. Chem. the clement promethium, 


a strong board consisting of 


p-m. abbr. after noon. [Latin pus! mendien} 


PNEUMATIC DRILL 
A pneumatic drill is used to break up 
concrete and tarmac, often on roads. 
Compressed air forces the tool of the drill 
up and down in a four-stage cycle. In the 
| stage shown here, compressed air enters 
a cylinder above a piston, forcing it down. 
The piston strikes the anvil. driving the 
tool into the road surface. 
handle 


contial lever. 
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PMS abbz, Aled. premenstrual syndrome. 

PMT abby. esp. Brit. premenstrual tension. 

pneumatic /new-mat-ik/ ad. 1 of or relating to 
air or wind. 2 .contaming or operated by 
compressed air. [from Greek pneumatikos] 0 pneu- 
matically ade. 

pneumatic drill 7. ya drill driven by compressed 
air, for breaking up a hard surface. 

pneumatics 7. the science of the mechanical prop- 
erties of gases. 

pneumo- /new-moh/ comb, form denoting the 
lungs. [from Greek pnewnan ‘lung’ | 

pneumococcus /new-n6-kok-iis/ 7. ( /. pneumo- 
cocci) Afed. a paired bacterium, Sfreplococcus pneu 
moniae. associated with pneumonia and sometimes 
meningius. 

pneumoconiosis /new-mé-koh-ni-oh-sis/ n. a 
lung disease caused by inhalation of dust or small 
particles. [based on Greck konis “dust’] 

pneumonia /new-moh-ii/ nr. a bacterial or 
other inflammation of one lung (single pneumo- 
nia) or both lungs double pneumonia) causing 
the air saes to fill with pus and become solid. [based 
on Greck preunon \ung’| 6 pneumonice ad. 

PO abby. 1 Post Office. 2 postal order. 3 Petty Offi- 
cer. 4 Pilot Officer, 

Po symb. Chem. the clement polonium. 

po v. (pl. pos) Brit. collog. a chamber pot. 

poach! 3/1 cook jan egg) without its shell in or 
over boiling water. 2 cook (fish etc.) by simmering 
in a small amount of liquid. [from Old French 
pochier, originally in sense “to enclose in a bag’| 
0 poacher ». 

poach® v 1 ¢ (also absol.) catch (game or fish) il- 
legally. 2 int. (often fol. by om) trespass or encroach 
(on another's property, ideas, ete.). 3 0. appropriate 
icity or unfairly (a person, thing, idea, cte.). 
Q poacher vv. 

pochard », | /)/, same or pochards) any duck of the 
genus .fithya, esp. .f. feria, the male of which has a 
bright reddish-brown head and neck. [16th- 
century coinage] 

pock 7. = rockannn. [Old English] 0 pocked adj. 

pocket e ». 1 a small bag sewn into or on clothing. 
lor carrying small articles. 2 a pouchlike compart- 
ment in a suitcase, car door, etc. 3 one’s financial 
resources (if ts beyond my pockel). 4 an isolated group 
or area (a frw pockets of resistance remain). 5 a cavity in 
a rock or swatum, usu. filled with ore (esp. gold) or 
water, 6 a pouch at the corner or on the side of a 
billiard or snooker table into which balls are driven, 
D> poor. 7= vik Pout! 2.8 a/tib, a of a suitable size 
and shape for carrying in a pocket. b sinaller than 
the usual size. @ vt, (pocketed, pocketing) 1 put 
into one’s pocket. 2 appropriate. esp. dishonestly. 
3 Billiards etc, drive (a hall) into a pocket. O in 
pocket having gained im a transacuon. in a 
person’s pocket 1 under a person’s control. 
2 close to or intimate with a person. out of pocket 
having Jost in a transaction. put one’s hand in 
one’s pocket spend or provide moncy. [from 
Anglo-French pofet(e) “little bag’] 6 pocketable ad). 
pocketless «ii. 

pocket battleship 1. 4i:/. a warship armoured and 
equipped like, but smaller than, a battleship. 

pocketbook », 1 a notebook. 2 a booklike case for 
papers or money carried in a pocket. 3 CS a purse 
or handbag. 4.\. dimer a paperback or other small 
book. 

pocketful 1. //. 
hold. 

pocket knife 7». a knile with a# folding blade or 
blades, for carrying in the pocket. 


-fuls; as much as a pocket will 


pocket money 7. 1 moncy for minor expenses. 
2 Bil. an allowance of money made to a child. 

pockmark ». 1 a small pus-filled spot on the skin, 
esp. caused by chickenpox or smallpox. 2 a mark 
resembling this. O pock-marked aq). 

pod'e». 1a long seed vessel esp. of a leguminous 


point 


plant, e.g a pea. > tkcume. 2 a compartment 
suspended under an aircraft for equipment etc. @ v. 
(podded, podding) 1 ini: bear or form pods. 2 & 
remoye (peas etc.) from pods. [back-formation 
from dialect podware, podder ‘field crops’} 
pod? 7. a small herd or school of marine animals, 
esp. whales. [1 9th-century coinage, originally US] 

podagra n. Med. gout of the foot, esp. the big toe. 
[from Greek pous podos ‘foot’ + agra ‘seizure’] 

podgy «adj. (podgier, podgiest) Bri. 1 (of a 
person) short and fat. 2 (of a face etc.) plump, 
fleshy. [1 9th- century coinage: from podge ‘a short fat 
person’| 0 podginess 7. 

podiatry /pé-dy-atri/ n. = ciirorovy. [based on 
Greek pous podos ‘foot’ + iatroy ‘physician’] 0 podia- 
trist 1. 

podium ». (//. podiums or podia) a platform or 
rostrum. [from Greck podion ‘little foot’] 

poem 7. 1 a metrical composition, usu. concerned 
with fecling or imaginative description. 2 an 
elevated composition in verse or prose. [from 
Greek forma] 

poesy 2. archaic poetry. [from Greek pozésis ‘making, 
poetry | 

poet x. ( fem. poetess) 1 a writer of poems. 2 a 
person possessing high powers of imagination or 
expression etc. [from Greek poéles “maker, poet] 

poetaster 7. an inferior poet. [modern Latin] 

poetic ad). (also poetical) 1 a of or like poetry or 
pocts. b written in verse. 2 elevated or sublime in 
expression. 0 poetically adz. 

poeticize v7. (also -ise) make (a theme) poetic. 

poetic justice 7. well-deserved unforeseen retribu- 
tion or reward. 

poetic licence 7. a writer's or artist's transgression 
of established rules for effect. 

Poet Laureate 1. (//. Poets Laureate) (in the 
UK) a poet appointed to write poems for state 
aceasions. 

poetry 7. 1 the art or work of a poet. 2 poems 
collectively. 3a poetic or tenderly pleasing quality. 

Poets’ Corner 7. part of Westminster Abbey 
where several poetsare buried or commeiorated. 

po-faced adj. Bri. solemn-faced, humourless. 
[20th-century conjage] 

pogo 7. (fl. -os) (also pogo stick) a toy consisting 
of a spring-loaded stick with rests for the feet, for 
springing about on. {20th-century coinage] 

pogrom /, an organized massacre. [Russian, liter- 
ally ‘devastation’ 

poignant /poyn-yant/ ad. 1 painfully sharp to the 
emotions or senses; deeply moving, 2 arousing 
sympathy. 3 sharp or pungent in taste or smell. 
4 pleasantly piquant. [trom Old French, literally 
‘pricking’ | O poignance 7. poignancy 2. 
poignantly «di. 

poinsettia 7. » a shrub. Euphorbia pulcherrima, with 
large scarlet or pink 
bracts surround- 
ing small yellow 
lowers. [named 
after J. R. Pom- 
sett. American 


diplomat, 
LAYS san} 


bright red bract 


POINSETTIA 
(Luphorbia pulcherrima) — — 


point e ». 1 the sharp or tapered end of a tool, 
weapon, pencil, etc, 2 a ip or extreme end, 3 that 
which in geometry has position but not magnitude, 
e.g, the intersection of two lines. 4 a particular 
place or position Bombay and points east). 5 a a 
precise or particular moment (al the point of death). 
b the critical or decisive moment (zwhen it came to the 


point-blank 


point, he refused). 6 a very small mark on a surface. 7 a 

dot or other punctuation mark, esp. = ruut. sor 1. 

8 = pecimat rot, 9 a stage or degree in progress or 

increase (abrupl to the point of rudeness, at that point we 

gave up). 10 a temperature at which a change of state 

occurs { freezing point). 11 a single item; a detail or 

particular (we differ on these points, it is a point of principle). 

12 a a unit of scoring in games or of measuring 

value etc. b an advantage or success in an argument, 

discussion etc. 13 a (usu. prec. by the) the significant 

or essential thing; what is actually intended or under 

discussion (that was the point of the question). b (usu. with 

neg, or interrog; often foll. by im) sense or purpose; 

advantage or value (sate no point in staying). 14 a 

distinctive feature or characteristic (¢ has its points; tact 

is not his good point). 15 a each of 32 directions 

marked at equal distances round a compass. b the 

corresponding direction towards the horizon. 

16 (usu. in pl.) Brit. a junction of two sets of railway 

lines, with a pair of linked tapering rails that can be 

moved laterally to allow a train to pass from one line 

to the other. 17 (im f/.) the pair of electrical contacts 

in the distributor of an internal-combustion engine. 

18 Cncket a a fielder on the off side near the bats- 

man. b this position. > cricker. 19 the up of the toe 

in ballet. 20 a promontory. 21 Printing a unit of 

measurement for type boclies (in the UK and US 

0.351 mm, in Europe 0.376 mm). @ v. 1 (usu. foll. by 

lo, at) a t direct or aim (a finger, weapon, etc.). b intr 

direct attention in a certain clirection (pointed to the 

house across the road). 2. mtr. (foll. by al, towards) a aim or 

be directed to. b tend towards. 3 intr: (folll. by éo) indi- 

cate; be evidence of (2 all points to murder). 4 tr. give 

poimt or force to (words or actions). 5 é fill in or 

repair the joints of (brickwork) with smoothly 

finished mortar or cement. 6 ¢y (also absol.) (of a dog) 

indicate the presence of (game) by acting as pointer. 

oat all points in every part or respect. beside the 

point irrelevant or irrelevantly. have a point be 

correct or effective in one’s contention. in point 

apposite, relevant. in point of fact see 11. make 

(or prove) a (or one’s, point establish a proposition; 

prove one’s contention. make a point of (often foll. 

bby verbal noun) insist on; treat or regard as essential. 

on (or upon) the point of (foll. by verbal noun) 

about to do (the action specified). point out (often 

foll. by that + clause) indicate, show; draw attention 

10, point up emphasize; show as important. score 

points off get the better of in an argument etc. 

take a person’s point esp. Bil. concede that a 

person has made a valid contention, to the point 

relevant or relevantly. up to a point to some extent 

lut not completely. win on points Boxing win by 

scoring more points, not by a knockout. [from Latin 
punctum| 

point-blank e «dj. 1 a (of a shot) aimed or fired 

horizontally at a range very close to the target. b (of 
a range) very close. 2 (of a remark, question, etc.) 
blunt, direct. @ adv. 1 at very close range. 2 bluntly, 
directly. 

point duty 7. Bri. the duty of a police officer Gr 

traffic warden stationed at a crossroad or other 
| point to control traffic. 

. pointed adj. 1 sharpened or tapering to a point. 
2 (of a remark etc.) having point; penctrating, 
cutting. 3 emphasized; made evident. c pointedly 
adv. pointedness n. 

pointer 7. 1 a thing that points, e.g. the index hand 
of a gauge etc. 2 a rod for pointing to features on a 
map, chart, etc. 3 collog. a hint, clue, or indication. 
4 a dog of a breed that on scenting game stands 
rigid looking towards it. > bo 

pointillism 7. .{7/ ® a technique of Impressionist 
painting using tiny dots of various pure colours, 
which become blended in the viewer's cye. [from 
French pointillisme| 0 pointillist n. & ad. pointil- 
listic ad). 

pointing 7. 1 cement or mortar filling the jomts of 
brickwork. 2 the process of applying this. 

pointless adj. lacking force, purpose, or meaning, 

D0 pointlessly ad. pointlessness 7. 


point of honour 7. an action or circumstance that 
affects one’s reputation or conscience. 

point of no return 7. a poimt in a journey or 
enterprise at which it becomes essential or more 
practical to continue to the end. 

point of order 7. a query in a debate etc. as to 
whether correct procedure is being followed. 

point of sale n. (hyphenated when atfb.) the place 
at which goods are retailed. 

point of view 7. 1 a position from which a thing is 
viewed. 2 a particular way of considering a matter. 

point-to-point 7. 2 steeplechase for horses used 
regularly in hunting, 

pointy adj. (pointier, pointiest) having a sharp 
end; pointed. 

poise e 7. 1 composure or self-possession of 
manner, 2 equilibrium; a stable state. 3 carriage (of 
the head etc.). @ uv. 1 # balance; hold suspended or 
supported. 2 intr. be balanced; hover in the air ete. 
[from Latin pensum ‘weight | 

poised adj. 1 composcd, self-assured. 2 (often foll. 
by for, or fo + infin.) ready for action. 

poison e 7. 1 a substance that when introduced into 
or absorbed by a living organism causes death or 
injury. 2 a harmful influence or principle etc. @ wt 
1 administer poison to (a person or animal). 2 kill 
or injure or infect with poison. 3 infect (air, water, 
etc.) with poison. 4 (esp. as poisoned adj.) treat (a 
weapon) with poison. 5 corrupt or pervert (a 


POINTILLISM 


Poinullism was a technique used by certain Impressionists, 
and developed by Georges Seurat and Paul Signac into a 
systematic approach to the use of colour based on | 9th- 


poke 


person or mind). 6 render (land etc.) foul and unfit 
for its purpose by a noxious application etc. [from 
Old French, related to povion] O poisoner x. 
poisonous adj. poisonously ad). 

poisoned chalice 7. an assignment, award, 
honour, etc. which is likely to prove a disadvantage 
or source of problems to the recipient. 

poison gas 7, = Gas 7. +. 

poison ivy 7. > a N. American climbing 
plant, Rhus radicans, secreting an irritant 
oul from its leaves. 


poison pen letter 7. an anonymous 
libellous or abusive letter. 

poison pill x. 1 a pill containing 
esp. fast-acting poison, 2 Finance 
any of various ploys used 
by a company threat- 
ened with an un- 
welcome takeover 
bid to make itself 
unattractive to the 
hidder. 

poke! ev. 1 a & thrust or push 
with the hand, point of a stick, 
etc. b intr be thrust forward. 
2 intr (foll. by ai etc.) make thrusts with a stick etc. 
3 tz thrust the end of a finger etc. against. 4 ér. (foll. 
ly im) produce (a hole etc. in a thing) by poking. 5 
stir (a fire) with a poker, 6 itr, a (often foll. by about, 
around) move or act desultorily; potter. b (foll. by 


POISON IVY 
(Rhus radicans) 


DEER GN 
Les Poseuses 


century scientific colour theories. Dots or small dabs of pure, cm 
unmixed colour are methodically applied to the canvas so ee | “Hy 


that When viewed from an appropriate distance they seem } 


to react together optically, creating more vibrant effects : ‘ i 


than if the same colours were physically mixed together. 


Pointillism was adopted by the neo-Impressionists, and Bh ; w= 


was extensively used in early 20th-century art. 


Les Poseuses (c. 1888), 
GEORGES SEURAI 


image i - 
composed “a 
of tiny dots 


poke 


about, into) pry; scarch casually. @ x. 1 the act or 
an instance of poking, 2 a thrust or nudge. d poke 
fun at ridicule, tease. poke one’s nose into 
collog. pry or intrude into (esp. a person’s affairs), 
{trom Middle Dutch poken] 

poke? x. dial. a bag or sack. 0 buy a pig in a poke 
see pi. [froni Old Northern French, related to 
roucn| 

poker! 7. a inctal rod with a handle, for stirring an 
open fire. 

poker? ». a card game in which bluff is used as 
players bet on the value of their hands. [19th- 
century coiage] 

poker-face ». the impassive countenance appro- 
priate to a poker player. o poker-faced adj. 

pokerwork 7. Bri. the technique of burning 
designs on white wood etc. with a heated metal rod. 

poky ad). .pokier, pokiest) l (of a room ctc.) small 
and cramped. 2 ('S annoyingly slow. [based on 
rokr}, in colloquial sense ‘to confine’] 0 pokily ade. 
pokiness 7. 

polar adj. 1 a of or near a pole of the Earth or a 
celestial body, or of the celestial sphere. b (of a 
species or variety) living in the north polar region. 
2 having magnetic polarity. 3 a (of a molecule) 
having a positive charge at one end and a negative 
charge at the other. b (of a compound) having elec- 
tric charges. 4 directly opposite in character or 
tendency. [from French polaie| 0 polarly adi 


polar bear 7. Va white bear. Thalarctos maritimus, of 


the Arctic regions. > 8 \R 


~~ a " 
— = 
a 4 
= 
' - 


POLAR BEAR 
( Thalarctos 
MaATULAUS 


bee. 


polarity 7. ( //. -ies) 1 the tendency of a lodestone, 
magnetized har, etc., to poit with its extremities to 


the magnetic poles of the Earth. 2 the condition of 


having two poles with contrary qualities. 3 the state 
of having two opposite tendencies, opmions, etc. 
4 the electrical condition of a beady (positive or 
negative). 


polarize ¢. jalso -ise, 1 /: A restrict the vibrations of 


a transverse wave, esp. light) to one direction. 2 + 
give magnetic or electric polarity to (a substance or 
body). 3b. & intr divide nto two groups of oppos- 
ing opinion etc. O polarizable ad). polarization 
n. polarizer 1. 

Polaroid ». prof. 1 material in thin plastic sheets 
that produces a high degrec of plane polarization in 
light passing through it. 2 a a type of camera that 
produecs a finished print rapidly after each expos- 
ure. b a photograph taken with such a camera. 
3..in p/.) sunglasses with lenses mace from Polaroicl. 

polder ». a piece of land reclanned trom the sea o1 
a river, esp. in the Netherlands. [Dutch] 

Pole ». 1 a native or national of Poland. 2 a person 
of Polish descent. [based on Polish Polanie, literally 
‘hield-dwellers’ 

pole'e». 1a long Sender rounded piece of wood or 
metal, esp. with one end fixed) in the ground. 
2 Athletes along slender Nexible rod of wood, fibre- 
glass, ete. used by a competitor in pole-vaulting, 
3 csp. US a simple fishing rod. 4 dad. = piace! 3, 
@ 5.0. Sint. push+a punt ete.) widi a pole. oO up the 


POLARIZE 


Polarization is the process whereby waves of 
electromagnetic radiation, such as light, which 
would normally vibrate in all directions, are 
restricted to vibration in one direction only. 
As shown here, light can be polarized using 
special filters. The first filter only allows 
light vibrating in one plane to pass. A 
second filter can be used to block out the 
remaining light. Polarizing filters are 
used in some sunglasses to 
reduce glare by blocking 
partially polarized light 
reflected off 
shiny surfaces. 


unpolarized 
light V 


pole Brit. slang 1 crazy, eccentric. 2 in difficulty. 
[from Latin palus ‘stake’] 

pole? n. 1 (in full north pole, south pole) a each 
of the two points in the celestial sphere about which 
the stars appear to revolve, > Lot.ror. b each of the 
extremities of the axis of rotation of the Earth or 
another body. ¢ see Mainaic port, 2 each of the two 
opposite points on the surface of a magnet at which 
mitgneuc forces are strongest. 3 cach of two ter- 
minals (positive and negative) of an electric cell or 
battery etc. 4 cach of two opposed principles or 
ideas. 0 be poles apart difler greatly, esp. in nature 
or opinion. [from Greek polos “pivot, axis. sky’ 
a poleward ad). polewards cd. & adv. 


w Usage In sense |, the spelling is North Pole and 
Sowh Pole \capitals) when used as geographical 
designations. 


pole-axe ((' poleax, ex. 1 fist. = wvwituaxr 1. 2a 
butcher's axe. @ afr hit or kill with or as if with a 
pole-axc. [from Middle Dutch pol(Yaex, based on 
rout | 

polecat 1. 1 Bri. » a small 
European — brownish-black 
letid flesh-eating mammal, 
Mustela putorius, of the weasel 
family, 2 US a skunk. 

polemic e 7. 1 (also in pi.) 

a controversial discussion. 

2 Polit. a verbal or written attack, 
esp. on a political opponent. 3 (in pi.; 
also treated as sing) the art of contro- 
yersial discussion, esp. in theology. 
e@ ad. (also polemical) involving 
dispute; controversial. [from Greek 
polemikos| G polemically ad:. polemi- 
cist n. polemicize v.inir. (also -ise). 


polenta n. porridge made of maize meal etc. 
[Latin, literally ‘pearl barley’] 

pole position 7. the most favourable position at 
the start of a motor race, 

pole star 7. Astron. a star in Ursa Minor now about 
I distant from the celestial North Pole. & topisivk 
pole vault e 2. (he athletic sport of vaulting over a 
high bar with the aid of a long flexible pole held in 
the hands and giving extra spring. @ wintn ,pole- 
vault) take part in this sport. 0 pole-vaulter n, 

police ev. I (usu. prec. by the: usu. treated as pi.) the 
civil force of a state, responsible for maintaining 
public order. 2 (treated as p/.) the members of a 
police force. 3 (usu, treated as p/.) a force with simi- 
lar functions (military police, railway police). @ wt 
1 control (a country or area) by means of police. 
2 provide with police. 3 keep order in; control: 
monitor, [based on medieval Latin politia ‘policy’ 


POLECAT 
(Mustela putorius 


second polarizing 
Silter 


polarised 
heh! 


Just polarizing 
filter 


LIGHT POLARIZATION 
USING FILTERS 


police constable see cons tsi. Lb. 

police dog n. a dog, esp. an Alsatian, used in police 
work. 

police force n. the body of police of a country, 
district, or town. 

police informer x. a person who gives police 
information about crimes and offenders. 

policeman 7. (//. -men) a male member of a 
police force. 

police officer n. a policeman or policewoman. 

police procedural 7. a crime novel that focuses on 
the procedures used by the police in solving a 
crue. 

police state n. a totalitarian state controlled by 
political police superyising the citizens’ activities. 

police station 7. the ‘office of a local police force. 

policewoman 1. (//. -women) a female member 
of a police force, | 

policy' 7. (fl. -ies) 1 a course or principle of action 

adopted or proposed by a government, party, busi- 

ness, etc. 2 prudent€onduct; sagacity. [from Greek 

politeia ‘citizenship |} 

w Usage See Usage Note at rourry. 

policy? n. (pi. -ies) 1 a contract of 

insurance. 2 a document contain- 


ing this. [from French police ‘bill of 
lading, contract of insurance’ | 


a e- 


policyholder 7. a person or body 
holding an insurance policy. 

polio 2. = rouonyeris, 

poliomyelitis 7. .\ed. an infectious 

viral disease that affects the central 

nervous system and which can cause 
temporary or permanent paralysis. 
[based on Greek poltas ‘grey’ + muelos 
marrow | 
Polish /poh-lish/ @ adj. 1 of or 
relating to Poland. 2 of the Poles or 
their language. @ 7. the language of Poland. 

polish /pol-ish/ ez, 1 &% G int: make or become 
smooth or glossy by rubbing, 2 0: (esp. as polished 
adj.) refine or improve, @ 7. 1 a substance used for 
polishing, 2 smoothness or glossiness produced by 
friction, 3 the act or an instance of polishing, 
4 refinement or elegance of manner, conduct, etc. 
0 polish off {mish (esp. food) quickly. polish up 
revise or improve (a skill etc.). [from Latin polire] 
0 polishable ad). polisher n. 

politburo 7. (//. -os) the principal policy-making 
committee of a Communist party, esp. in the 
former USSR. [from Russian politicheskoe byuré 
‘political bureau ] 

polite adj. (politer, politest) 1 having good 
manners; courteous. 2 cultivated, cultured. [from 


politic 


Latin politus ‘polished’} 0 politely adv. polite- 
ness //. 

politic e adj. 1 (of an action) judicious; expedient. 
2 (of a person) prudent, sagacious. 3 political (now 
only in body politic). @ v.intr. (politicked, politick- 
ing) engage in politics. [from Greek politikos ‘civic. 
civil’] O politicly adv. 

political adj. 1 a of or concerning the state or its 
government, or public affairs generally. b of, relat- 
ing to, or engaged in politics. ¢ belonging to or 
forming part of a civil administration. 2 taking or 
belonging to a side in politics or in controversial 
matters. 3 relating to interests of status or author- 
ity in an organization (a political decision). 0 pol- 
itically adv, 

political asylum =. protection given by a state toa 
political refugee from another country. 

political correctness 7. the avoidance of forms of 
expression or action that exclude, marginalize, or 
insult certain racial, cultural, or other groups. 

political economy 2. the study of the economic 
aspects of government. 0 political economist 7. 

politically correct ad. (also politically incor- 
rect) exhibiting (or failing to exhibit) political 
correctness. 

politcal prisoner 7. a person imprisoned for 
political beliefs or actions. 

political science 7. the study of the state and 
systems of government. D political scientist n. 

politician 7. 1 a person engaged in or concerned 
with politics, esp. as a practitioner. 2 esp. Bril. a 
person skilled in politics. 

politicize »./7, (also -ise) 1 give a political character 
to. 2 make politically aware. o politicization n. 

politico n. (pl. -os) collog. a politician or political 
enthusiast. [Spanish] 

politico- comb. form 1 politically. 2 political and 
( politico-social ). 

politics .p/. 1 (treated as sing. or pl.) a the art and 
science of government. b public life and affairs as 
involving authority and government. 2 (usu. 
treated as fil.) aa set of ideas or principles in pol- 
itics (zehat are her politics?). b activities concerned 
with the acquisition or exercise of authority or 
government. € an organizational process or prin- 
ciple affecting authority, status, ete. (the politics of the 
decision). 

polity x. (pl. -ies) 1 a form or process of civil 
government or constitution. 2 an organized soci- 
ety; a state. [from Greek politeia] 


mw Usage Jhis word is sometimes confused with 
policy. It means neither ‘policy’ nor ‘politics’, 


polka e 2. 1 a lively dance of Bohemian origin in 
duple time. 2 the music for this. @ v.iniz (polkas, 
polkaed or polka’d, polkaing) dance the polka. 
[from Czech pidka ‘half-step’] 

polka dot 7. any of many uniform round dots 
forming a regular pattern on a textile fabric etc. 

poll e ». 1 a the process of voting at an election. 
b the counting of votes at an election. c the result 
of voting. d the number of votes recorded (a heavy 
poll). e (usu. in pl.) a place where votes are cast. 
2= Gainer pow, 3 a Se & dal. a human head. b the 
part of this on which hair grows ( flaxen poll). 4 a 
hornless animal. @ 7. 1 # a take the vote or votes of. 
b (in passive) have one’s vote taken. ¢ (of a candi- 
date} receive (so many votes). d give (a vote). 2 fr 
record the opmion of (a person or group) in an 
opinion poll. 3 wir give one’s vote. 4 fr cut off the 
top of (a tree or plant), esp. make a pollard of. 5 ¢r 
(esp. as polled adj.) cut the horns off (cattle). 
[Micldle English] 

pollard e 7. I an animal that has lost or cast its 
horns; an ox, sheep, or goat of a hornless breed. 
2 a tree whose branches have been cut off to 
encourage the growth of new branches, esp. a 
riverside willow 3 a the bran sifted from flour. b a 
fine bran containing some flour. @ v./ make (a tree) 
a pollard. {based on port] 


pollen 7. » the fine dust- 
like grains discharged 
from the male part of a 
flower, each containing a 
gamete that can fertilize 
the female ovule. & roLtin- 
we. [Latin, literally ‘fine 
flour, dust’] 

pollen count 7. an index 
of the amount of pollen 
in the air. 

pollie var. of pouty. 

pollinate 1/7. (also absol.) ¥ sprinkle (a stigma) with 
pollen to fertilize the flower. o pollination n. 
pollinator v7. 

polling x. the registering or casting of votes. 

polling booth x. a compartment in which a voter 
stands to mark a ballot paper. 

polling day 7. the day of an election. 

polling station 7. a building where voting takes 
place during an election. 

pollinic adj. of or relating to pollen. 

pollster 7. a person who conducts or analyses opin- 
ion polls. 

poll tax x. has. 1 a tax levied on every adult. 2 = 
COMMU NLLY GHARGL, 

pollute v./: 1 contaminate or defile (the environ- 
ment). 2 make foul or filthy. 3 destroy the purity or 
sanctity of. [based on Latin pollutus ‘defiled’ 
Oo pollutant ad), G n. polluter 7. pollution zn. 

polly x. (also pollie) ( p/. -ies) {ustral. a politician. 

polo 7. a game of Eastern origin resembling hockey, 
played on horseback with a long-handled mallet. 
{from Tibetan pholo, literally "ball game’| 

polonaise /pol-6n-ayz/ n. 1 a dance of Polish 
origin in triple time. 2 the music for this. [French 
fem. of polonats Polish’ | 

polo neck », (hyphenated when attrib.) Brit. La high 
round furned-over collar, 2 a pullover with this. 

polonium 7. Ghem. a rare radioactive metallic 
element, occurring naturally in uranium ores. 
[based on meclieval Latin Polonia *Poland’, native 
country of Marie Curie, its co-discoverer] 


POLLEN: GRAIN 
OF PINE POLLEN 
(MAGNIFIED) 


polo shirt 7. a short-sleeved casual shirt with a 
collar and only partly buttoned down the front, 
polo stick », a mallet for playing polo. 


POLLINATE 


For a flower to be pollinated, pollen must 
be transferred from the male to the female 
part. The main pollen-carrying agents are 
the wind and animals (mostly insects, but 
also birds and bats). Animal pollinators 
carry the pollen on their bodies, and are 
attracted to the flower by scent or by the 
sight of the petals. 


sticky pollen 


attaches to bee 


\ bee Jeeds 


on neclal 


scented 7 


petal 
Allred INSEC] 
mseeds POLLINATION 


polymorphism 


poltergeist /pol-ter-gyst/ n. a noisy mischievous 
ghost. {German} 

poltroon 7. a spiritless coward. [from Italian 
poltrone| 0 poltroonery 7. 

poly 7. (p/. polys) Bri. collog. polytechnic. 

poly- comb. form 1 denoting many or much. 2 Chem. 
denoting the presence of many radicals etc. of a 
particular kind in a molecule (polysaccharide; poly- 
styrene). [from Greek polus ‘much’, pollo: many" 

polyamide 7. Chem. any of a class of condensation 
polymers which includes many synthetic fibres 
such as nylon. 

polyandry 2. polygamy in which a woman has 
more than one husband. [based on Greek anér 
andros ‘male’|] 0 polyandrous adj. 

polyanthus 7. (//. polyanthuses) a flower culti- 
vated from hybridized primulas. [based on Greek 
anthos ‘flower’} 

polycarbonate 7. any of a class of polymers in 
which the units are linked through a carbonate 
group, mainly used as moulding materials. 

polychaete /pol-i-keet/ 


tentacle n. @ any aquatic an- 


body 7 nelid worm of the class 
yegment , Polychaeta, having nu- 


merous bristles on the 
fleshy lobes of each 
body segment. 
polychlorinated bi- 
phenyl see PCB 2. 
polychromatic ad. 
many-coloured, 


bristles 


polychrome e = ad). 
painted, printed, or 
decorated in many 
colours, e@ 7. varied 
colouring, [based on 
Greek khroma ‘colour’] 


POLYCHAETE: 
KING RAGWORM 


(Nereis pelagica) 


polycotton 7, fabric 

made from a mixture of cotton and polyester fibre. 

polyester 1. 1 any of a group of condensation 
polymers used to form synthetic fibres such as 
Terylene or to make resins. 2 a fabric made from 
such a polymer. & Kort 

polyethene 7. Chem. = voin tiie. 

polyethylene 7. Chem. = voi yinini. 

polygamous ad. 1 having more than one wife or 
husband at the same time. 2 having more than one 
mate. [from Greek polugamos| 0 polygamist n. 
polygamy . 

polyglot e ad. 1 of many languages. 2 speaking or 
writing several languages. @ n. a polyglot person. 
[based on Greek glotta ‘tongue’| 

polygon 7. a plane figure with many sides and 
angles. [from Greek polugdnon ‘many-angled 
(thing)’] Oo polygonal ad). 

polygraph 7. a machine designed to detect and 
record changes in physiological characteristics, 
used esp. as a lie detector. 

polygyny 7. polygamy in which a man has more 
than one wife. [based on Greek guné ‘woman’ 
o polygynous adj. 

polyhedron ». (//. polyhedra or polyhedrons) a 
solid figure with many faces. [based on Greek hedra 
‘base’| c polyhedral adj. 


polymath ». a person of much or varied learning. 
[based on Greck manthanein ‘to learn’] a poly- 
mathic ad. polymathy n. 

polymer 7. a compound composed of one or more 
large molecules that are formed from repeated 
units of smaller molecules. [from Greek 
polumeros “haying many parts’} 0 polymeric ad). 
polymerize «.1ni7. © Ur (also -ise). 


polymerase 7. Biochem. any enzyme which cata- 
lyses the formation of a polymer, esp. of DNA o1 
RNA: 

polymorphism ». the occurrence of something in 
several different forms 


Polynesian 


Polynesian e adj. of or relating to Polynesia, a 
group of Pacific islands including New Zealand, 
Hawaii, Samoa, etc. @ 7. L aa native of Polynesia. 
b a person of Polynesian clescent. 2 the Polynesian 
languages as a group. [based on Greek neésos 
‘island’ | 

polynomial .\ /a/h. @ . an expression of more than 
two algebraic terms. @ ad. of or being a poly- 
nomial. 

polyp 7. 1 \vo/. an individual cnidarian. 2 Med. a 
small usu. benign growth protruding from a 
mucous membrane. [from French polype} 

polypeptide ». Biochem. a peptide formed by the 
combination of about ten or more ammo acids. 
[from German Polypeptid| 

polyphonic ad). \us. (of vocal music ete.) in two or 
more relatively independent paris; contrapuntal. 
{based on Greck phoné voice, sound’) 

polyphony 7. (p/. -ies) \fus. polyphonic style 
musical composition; counte rpomt. 

polyphosphate x. any of various complex phos- 
phates, used esp. in detergents or as food additives, 

polyploid Bi/. @ n. 2 nucleus or organism that 
contains more than two sets of chromosomes. @ ad). 
of or being a polyploid. a polyploidy 7. 
polypropene 7). = pois pRoryi.n. 


polypropylene 7. Chei. any of various polymers of 


propylene including thermoplastic materials usec 
for films, fibres, or moulding materials. > ror 
polysaccharide /pol-i-sak-i-ryd/ n. any carbo- 


hydrate whose molecules consist of long chains of 


monosaccharides. 

polysemy 1. Piilo/. the existence of many meanings 
jof a word etc.). [based on Greek sama ‘sign’] 
O polysemic adj. polysemous (id). 

polystyrene n.a polymer of styrene, esp. a thermo- 
plastic polymer often expanded with a gas to 
produce a lightweight rigid white Spies used 
for insulation and in packaging. 

polysyllabic ad). 1 having many syllables. 2 char- 
acterized by the use of words of many syllables. 

polysyllable 7. a polysyllabic word. 

polytechnic e nan imsutution of higher education 
offering courses in many (esp. vocational) subjects 
at degree level or be low, @ ad. dealing with or 
devoted to various vocational or technical subjects 
{based on Greek fekhné -art’| 


mw Usage In 1989 British polytechnics gained 
autonomy from their local education authorities 
and in 1992 were able to call themselves univer- 
sities, 


polytetrafluoroethylene on. Chem. a tough 
translucent polymer resistant to chemical action 
and with a low coefficient of friction. used for seals 
and bearings. to coat non-stick cooking utensils, 
Gites (Cle 

polytheism 7. the belicf in or worship of more 
than one god. [based on Greek polutheos ‘of many 
gods] a polytheist 7. polytheistic ad). 


beaynan, 


polythene ». esp. Bri. a tough light plastic, a thermo- 
plastic polymer of cthylene, used for packaging 
and insulating materials. 

polyunsaturate 7. a polyunsaturated fat or fatty 
acid. 

polyunsaturated adj. Chem. (of a compound, esp. 
a fat or oil molecule; containing several double or 
triple bonds and therefore capable of further reac- 
tion. 

polyurethane 7. any polymer containing the 
urethane group, used in adhesives, paints. plastics, 
rubbers, foams, et 

Chem. having 

eral valencies 


i] 


polyvalent «ad 
than two. or sey 


a valency of 


more 


polyvinyl acetate 7). G/em. a soll plastic polyviner 
used in paints and adhesives 

polyvinyl chloride ». 
polymer of vinyl chloride, used tor a wide variety of 
products including pipes. flooring, etc. 


a tough transparent solid 


Nene 


Pom n. Austral. & NZ slang offens. = Pommy. 
pomace zn. the mass of crushed apples in cider- 
making. [based on Latin pomum ‘apple’] 
pomade e 7. scented dressing for the hair and the 
skin of the head. @ w/z. dress with pomade. [based 
on Latin pomum ‘apple’. from which it was origin- 
ally made] 
pomander 7. 1 a ball of mixed 
- aromatic substances placed in a 
cupboard ete. or asi. carried ina 
box, bag, etc. as a supposed 
protection against infection. 2 a 
container for this, 3 <a spiced 
eh orange ett. similarly used. 
[from medieval Latin 
pomum de ambia ‘apple 
of ambergris’] 


orange 


clove 


POMANDER 


pome 7. a firm-fleshed fruit im which the carpels 
from the central core enclose the sceds, e.g. the 
apple, pear, and quince. & rec. [from Latin poma 
‘fruit, apples’| 


pomegranate 7, 1 > 
an orange-sized fruit 
with a tough — skin 


containing many secds 
in a red pulp. 2 the tree 
bearing this — fruit. 
Punica granalum, native 
to N. Africa and W. 
Asia. [from Old French 
pome literally 
‘Mmany-seeded apple | 

pomelo ». (f/. -os) 1 = sivppock. 2 = crv. 
{1 9th-century coimage] 


seed 


POMEGRANATE 
Punica granatum 


grenale, 


Pomeranian //. 2 small dog of a breed with lone 
silky nai a pomted muzzle. and pricked ears. 
[from Pomerania im Germany and Poland] 

pomfret-cake 7. (also Pontefract-cake) Br/. a 
small round flat liquorice sweet originally made at 
Pontefract (earlier Pom/re!) in Yorkshire. 


pommel /pum-(l/ e 1. 1 a knob), esp. at the end of 
a sword-hilt. 2 the upware projecting front part of 


a saddle, & syppie, sipt-sypo.t. @ 7.4: (pommelled, 
pommelling: (/‘\ pommeled, pommeling; = 
pemMes.. [front Old French pomed] 

Pommy 7. (als Pommie) ( p/. -ies, Austral. & ND 
lang offens. a British person, esp. a recent immi- 
grant. [20th-century comage] 

pomp 2. a splendid display; splendour, [from Greek 
pompe procession, pomp | 

pompadour /pom-pa-door: (as! par! rhymes with 
poor/ nm, a wonian’s hairstyle with the hair in a high 
turned-back roll round the face. [named after the 
Marquise de Pompadour, mistress of Louis XV o 
France, 1721641] 

pom-pom /). 411 automatic q uick- firing gun, 
a ship. 


esp. on 


(also pompom) 1 an ornamental ball 
or bobble made of wool. 
silk, or ribbons, usu. worn 
on women’s or chil- 
dren's hats or 
clothing. 2 <4 the 
round tuft ona 
soldicr’s cap, the 
front of a shake. 
rte. 3ioften ainhs 


pompon ». 


panpon 


POMPON ON \ 
FRENCH EUSILIER S 
SHAKO 


poof 


a dahlia or chrysanthemum with small tghtly- 
clustered petals. [French] 

pompous aq. 1 self-important, affectedly grand or 
solemn, 2 (of language) pretentious; unduly grand 
in style. [from Late Latin poyiposus, related to pomp] 
0 pomposity n. (pl. -ies). pompously ad. 
pompousness ". 

ponce Byi/. slang @ n. 1 a man who lives off a prosti- 
tute’s earnings: a pimp. 2 offens. a homosexual; an 
effeminate man. @ vir act as a ponce. O ponce 
about move about effeminately or ineffectually. 
0 poncey ad). (also poncy) (in sense 2 of n.). 

poncho ». (//. -os) a cloak made of a blanket-like 
piece of cloth with a slit in the middle for the head. 
> caccHo, [Latin American Spanish] 

pond ». a fairly small body of still water. [Middle 
English variant of rounn’] 

ponder 2.1 / think over; consider. 2 int think; 
muse. [from Latin ponderare| 

ponderable adj. /icrary having appreciable weight 
or significance, 

ponderosa ». ('S ta N. American pine tree, Pinus 
ponderosa. 2 the timber of this tree. [modern Latin 
fem, of ponderosus “heavy | 

ponderous adj. 1 heavy; unwieldy. 2 laborious. 
3 (of style etc.) dull; tedious. {from Latin ponderosus| 
O ponderously ad:. ponderousness 1. 

pond life 7. animals that live in ponds. 

pondweed 7). » any of 
aquatic plants, esp. of 
genus Potamogeton. 


various 
the 


pong Bri/. collog. @ n. an 
unpleasant smell. @ zi: 
sunk. |20th-century coin- 
age| O pongy adj. # 
pongier, pongiest). 

pongee /pun-jee/ 2. 1a 
soft type of Chinese silk 


fabric. 2 an imitatian of 

this in cotton etc. [from 

Chinese bénji, literally 

‘own loom’ | PONDWEED: 
pont nn, SAf a flat- CURLED 

bottomed ferry Boat.  PONDWLED 

[Dutch] ; (Polamogeton 


Pontefract-cake yar. of Crispus) 


PONIPRE [-C VRE. 

pontiff 1. (in full sovereign or supreme pontiff 
RC Ch. the Pope. [from French pontife] 

pontifical ad. 1 RC Gh. papal. 2 pompously 
dogmatic. 

pontificate e wini 1 play the pontiff 2 he 
pompously dogmatic. @ 7. 1 the office of bishop or 
pope. 2 the period of this. [based on medieval 
Latin pontificatus pontificated upon] 

pontoon! », Bri. a card game in which players try 
to acquire cards with a face value totalling 21. 

pontoon? x. 1 a flat-bottomed boat, 2 a each of 
several boats, hollow metal cylinders, etc., used to 
support a temporary bridge. (also pontoon 
bridge) such a bridge. 3 = cusson 1, 2. [from Latin 
ponto onis) 


pony 7. 


D HORSL. 


(pl. -ies) 1 a horse of any small breed. 

2 a small drinking glass, 

ponytail 7. a hairstyle in which the hair is drawn 
back and tied. « ausing it to hang down like a pony’s 
tail, 

pony-trekking », Bri. travelling across country on 
a pony for pleasure. oO pony-trekker ». 

poo var, of boot, 

pooch 7, collog. a dog. [20th-century coinage] 

poodle 1. 1 a dog of a breed with a curly coat that 
is usually chipped. & vo. 2 Brit. a servile follower. 
[from German Pudel(hund| 

me : , 

poof n. (also pouf, poove, Brif. slang offens. 1 an 
effeminate man. 2 a male homosexual. [19th- 
century coimage] 0 poofy ad). 

poof® inf. expressing contemptuous rejection o1 
announcing a sudden disappearance. 


poofter 


POOL 


POOL TABLE AND BALLS 


Pool is played using a cue to hit a cue ball against a 


coloured or striped ball, causing it to fall into a pocket. 


pocket 


; balls 


The most popular form of pool is eight-ball, in which 
one player shoots only at coloured balls, the other player 


only at striped balls. Afier a player pockets an entire 
group, the 8-ball must be pocketed to end the game. 
Other forms include sinking balls in numerical order 


(rotation), or sinking a designated ball into a 
designated pocket (straight pool). 
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poofter 7. Brit. slang offens. = voor". 


pooh (also poo) @ int, expressing impatience or 
contempt. @ 7. sfang (a child’s word for) excrement. 

pooh-pooh #7; express contempt for; ridicule. 

pooja var. of Puja. 

pool! e 7. 1 a small body of still water. 2 a small 
shallow body of atiy liquid. 3 = swinaunc roo. 4a 
deep place in a river, @ v. ini (of water etc.) form a 


pool. [Old English] 


pool? e 7, 1 a (ofien alirih,) a common supply of 


persons, vehicles, commodities, etc. for sharing by 
a group of people (a typing pool, a pool car). b a group 
of persons sharing duties cic. 2 a the collective 
amount of players’ stakes in gambling etc. b a 
receptacle for this. 3 a a joint commercial venture, 
esp. an arrangement between competing parties to 
fix prices and share business to clmimate compct- 
tion. b the common funding for this. 4.\. lmer Aa 
game on a billiard table with usu. 16 balls. @ vn: 
1 put into a common fund. 2 share (things) in 
common. 3 (of transport or organizations etc.) 
share (traffic, receipts). 4 lustral. slang a involve (a 
person) in a scheme ctc., often by deception. 
b implicate, inform on, o the pools Brit. = roornat 
poo.. foriginally in Cards sense: from French joule 
‘stake, kitty’ 

pool room 7, (/§ 1 a betting shop. 2 a place for 
playing pool. 

poolside 7. the side of a swimming pool (often 
altirib.: poolside bar). 

poop’ 7. 1 the stern of a ship. 2 {also poop deck, 
the aftermost and highest deck of a ship. & avy-o1- 
war. [from Latin puppis| 

poop? wir: (esp. as pooped adj.) US collag. exhaust: 
tire out. [20th-century coinage} 

poop’ e 7. La short blast made in a hollow tube; a 
toot. 2 slang an act of breaking wind or defecating, 
@ 2.inty, slang break wind; defecate. 

pooper scooper 7. (also poop scoop) cv//og. an 
implement for clearing up (esp. dog) excrement. 
[based on Pe sor] 

poor adj. 1 lacking aclequate money or means to live 

comfortably. 2 (foll. by m) deficient in (a possession 

or quality} (‘he poor in spirit). 3 a scanty, inadequate 

(a poor crop). b \ess good than is usual or expected 

_ poor visibility, ix a poor driver, in poor health). ¢ paltry; 

inferior ( poor cundilion, came a poor third). 4 a desery- 

ing pity or sympathy; unfortunate (yew poor thing), 

b with reference to a dead person (as my poor father 

used to say). 5 spiritless; despicable (2s a poor creature). 

O poor man’s an inferior or cheaper substitute for. 


cue ball 


cushion 


take a poor view of regard with disfayour or 
pessimism. [from Latin pauper] 

poor box i. a collection box for the relief of the poor. 

poorhouse 2. /s/. = workHoust. 1. 

poor law 2. his. a law relating to the support of 
paupers. 

poorly e adv. 1 scantily: defectively. 2 with no great 
success. 3 meanly; contemptbly. @ predic.adj. esp. 
Brit. unwell. 

poorness 7. 1 defectiveness. 2 the lack of some 
good quality or constituent. 

poor relation 7. an inferior or subordinate 
member of a family or any other group. 

poor white 2. esp. US offens. a member of a group 
of white people regarded as socially inferior, 

pootle vinx collog, move or travel in a leisurely 
manner, [blend of 1oorte and poodle, in same sense] 

poove var. of poor’, 

pop'e». 1 a sudden sharp explosive sound as of a 


POP ART 

The term pop art was coined 
in the 1950s by the critic 
Lawrence Alloway. He used it 
to describe works by artists 
who employed popular 
imagery drawn from adver- 
sing, comic strips, film, and 
television. The materials and 
techniques long used by 
abstract and action painters 
acrylic paints, stencils, suk 
screens, spray guns were 
applied to figurative uses by 
pop artists. The leading pop 
arusts include Roy Lichten- 
stein, Peter Blake, Richard 
Hamilton, and Andy Warhol. 


Marilyn, ANDY WARHOL 
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poplar 


cork when drawn. 2 collog, an effervescent sweet 
drink. @ z. (popped, popping) 1 ml, G tr, make or 
cause to make a pop. 2 intzx & tr (foll. by in, out, up, 
down, etc.) go, Move, come, or put unexpectedly or mn 
a quick or hasty manner (pop) out lo the shops, pop in for 
a wsil; pop tt on your head). 3 a intr. G tx burst, making a 
popping sound. b / heat (popcorn ete.) until it pops. 
4 intr. collog. fire a gun. 5 tr Brit. slang pawn. 6 tr: slang 
take or inject (a drug etc.). 7 intr; (often foll. by up) (of 
a cricket ball) rise sharply off the pitch. @ ade. with the 
sound of a pop (heard it go pop). 0 pop off collog. 1 die. 
2 quietly slip away (cf. sense 2 of u). pop the ques- 
tion collog. propose marriage. [Middle English] 

pop? collog. @ adj. (usu. atirib.) 1 in a popular or 
modern style. 2 of, performing, or relating to pop 
music (pop concert; pop group). @ n. 1 (in full pop 
music) commercial popular music, esp. that since 
the 1950s. 2 a pop record or song (top of the pops). 

pop? x. esp. US collog. father. 

pop. abbr population. 

popadom (also popadam) var, of rorravom. 

pop art 7. ¥ art based on modern popular culture 
and the mass meclia. 

popcorn 7. 1 maize which bursts open when 
heated. 2 these kernels when popped. 

pop culture 7, commercial culture based on popu- 
lar taste. 

pope . (as title usu. Pope) the Bishop of Rome as 
head of the Roman Catholic Church. [from Greek 
pappas father’] 

Popemobile ». a bulletproof vehicle with a raised 
viewing area, used by the Pope on official visits. 

popery ». derog 1 the papal system, 2 a the Roman 
Catholic Church. b the doctrines and ceremonies 
associated with Roman Catholicism. 

pop-eyed adj. collog. 1 having bulging eyes. 2 wide- 
eyed. 

pop festival ». a festival at which popular music 
etc. is performed. 

popgun 2. a child’s toy gun which shoots a pellet 
etc. by the compression of air. 

popinjay v. 1 a fop. a conceited person, a coxcomb. 
2 archaea parrot. [from Arabic babaga , assimilated 
to Jay | 


popish ad. deroy. Roman Catholic. 

poplar 7. 1 any tree of the genus Populus. typically 
tall and fast growme. AM! Amen = iiip ire. [from 
Latin populus| 
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poplin 


poplin 2. a plain-woven fabric usu. of cotton, with 
a corded surface. [from obsolete French papeline] 

pop music sce pop? n. |. 

poppa 7. (7S collog. father. 

poppadom 27. (also poppadam, popadom, 
popadam) (in Indian cookery) a thin, crisp, spiced 
bread eaten with curry etc. [from Tamil pappadam| 

popper 7. 1 Brit. collog. a press stud. 2 a person or 
thing that pops. 

poppet 7. 1 Bri. collog. a small or dainty person. 
2 the head of a lathe. [from Latin pup(pja, related to 
pupet.t] 

poppet-valve n. Engin. a mushroom-shaped valve, 
lifted bodily from its seat rather than hinged. 

popping crease n. Cricke/ a line in front of and 
parallel to the wicket. inside which the batsman 
must keep the bat or one foot grounded to avoid 
the risk of being stumped. 

poppy’ ”. (fl. -ies) ¥ any plant of the genus Papacer, 

with showy flowers, milky sap and 

rounded seed-capsules, esp. the 

red-flowered corn poppy. P 
rhueay, and the opium poppy. 

* = [from Latin papaver] 


seed. 5 
4 


poppy-head 


POPPY: OPIUM POPPY 
(Papaver somniferum 


poppy” adj. having a sound characteristic of pop 
IMUSIC. 

poppycock 7. slang nonsense. [from Dutch dialect 
pappekak, from pap ‘soft + kak ‘dung’] 

Poppy Day 2. Brit. = RiMiaBrncr SLND. 
poppy-head ». 1 the seed capsule of the poppy. 
2 an ornamental top on the end of a church pew. 

Popsicle n. esp. .V. Amer. propr. an ice lolly. 

popsy 2. (also popsie) | //. -ies) esp. Bri. collog. a 
young woman. [shortening of poret.c] 

populace x. the common people. [from Italian 
popolaccio} 

popular «ad. 1 hiked or admired by many people or 
by a specified group ( popular leachers; a popular hero). 
2 a of or carried on by the general public (popula 
mectings;. b prevalent among the general public 
popular discontent, 3 adapted to the understanding, 
taste, or means of the people ( popular science: popular 
medicines. {from Latin fopulany| O popularism 7. 
popularity ». popularly ad. 

popular front 7. 4 party or coalition representing 
left-wing elements. 

popularize 7./, (also -ise) 1 make popular. 2 cause 
(a person, principle, cte.) to be generally known 
or liked. 3 present (a technical subject etc.) in a 
popular or readily understandable form. 6 popu- 
larization 7. popularizer 7. 

popular music 7. music appealing to a wide public. 

populate «/: 1 whabit: form the population of. 
2 supply with inhabitants (@ densely populated district). 
[based on medieval Latin populatus peopled] 

population ». 1 a the inhabitants of a place, coun- 
try, etc. b any specified group within this (dhe Lesh 
population of Liverpool. 2 the total number of any of 
these (a population of eight million, the seal population). 
3 the act or process of supplying with inhabitants 
ithe population of forest areas), & Statistics any finite or 
infinite collection of iteins under consideration. 

populist e 7. a member or adherent of a political 
party seeking support mainly from the ordinary 


people. @ adj. of or relating to a populist or popu- 
list ideology. [based on Latin populus ‘people’ 
0 populism n. 

populous adj. densely populated. [from Late Latin 
populosus} 

pop-up atirib.ad. 1 (of a toaster etc.) operating so as 
to move the object (toast when ready etc.) quickly 
upwards. 2 (of a book, greetings card, etc.) con- 
taining three-dimensional figures, illustrations, etc., 
that rise up when the page is turned. 3 Computing (of 
a menu) able to be superimposed on the screen 
being worked on and suppressed rapidly. 

porbeagle x. a large shark, Lamna nasus, having a 
pointed snout. [18th-century Cornish clialect] 

porcelain ». 1 a hard vitrified translucent ceramic. 
2 objects made of this. [from Italian porcedlana 
‘cowrie shell’] 

porch 7. 1 a covered shelter for the entrance of a 
building, > nous. 2. Amer a veranda. [from Latin 
porticus, translation of Greek stoa] 0 porched adj. 

porcine /por-syn/ adj. of or like pigs. [from Latin 
porcinus| 

percini 72. chiefly V. Amer ceps. [Italian, ‘httle 
pres | 

porcupine vv. any rodent of the family Hystricidae 
native to Africa, Asia, and SE Europe, or the family 
Ercthizontidae native to America, having defensive 
spines or quills. & ropent. [from Latin porcuy ‘pig? + 
spina “thorn | 

porcupine fish 7. ¥ a marine fish, Diodon hystrix, 
covered with sharp spines and often distending 
itself into a spherical shape. 
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PORCUPINE FISH 
(Diodon hystrix) 


PORPOISE 

The six species of porpoise are typically 
smaller than other cetaceans (whales and 
dolphins), and have blunt snouts without 
beaks. Porpoise teeth are spade-shaped, 
whereas those of the dolphin are conical. 
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EXAMPILES OF OTHER PORPOISES 


VINLESS PORPOISI 
(. Veophocaena phacoennides ) 


porridge 


pore’ n. esp. Biol. a minute opening in a surface 
through which gases, liquids, or fine solids may 
pass. > skin. [from Greek poros ‘passage, pore’| 

pore? wintr (foll. by over) 1 be absorbed in studying 
(a book etc.). 2 meditate on.{Middle English] 

pork z. the flesh of a pig, used as food. > cvr. (from 
Latin porcus ‘pig’| 

pork barrel x. (hyphenated when attrib.) N. Amer. 
collog. 1 a source of government funds for projects 
designed to win votes (disapproved of pork-barrel fund- 
ing). 2 the funds themselves. 0 pork-barrelling 7. 

pork butcher x. a person who slaughters pigs for 
sale, or who sells pork rather than other meats. 

porker x. 1 a pig raised for food. 2 a young fattened 
pig. 

pork pie z. a pie of minced pork etc. eaten cold. 

pork-pie hat 7. a hat with a flat crown and a brim 
turned up all round. 

porky e adj. (porkier, porkiest) 1 collog. fat. 2 of 
or like pork. e@ n. (p/. porkies) (also porky-pie) 
Brit. rhyming slang a he. 

porn (also porno) co/log. @ 7. pornography. @ attrib. 
adj. pornographic. 

pornography 7. 1 the explicit description or ex- 
hibition of sexual activity in literature, films, etc., 
intencled to stimulate erotic rather than aesthetic or 
emotional feelings. 2 literature etc. characterized 
by this. [from Greek fornographos ‘writing of 
harlots’] G pornographer 7. pornographic ad. 

porous adj. 1 full of pores. 2 letting through air, 
water, etc. 3 (of an argument, security system, etc.) 
leaky, admitting infiltration. [based on Latin porus 
‘pore’| G porosity 2. 

porphyria 7. any of a group of genetic disorders 
involving abnormal metabolism of certain 
pigments and their excretion in the urine. [based 
on porphyrin, deep red or purple pigment] 

porphyry 7. ()/. -ies) 1 a hard rock composed of 
crystals of white or red feldspar in a red matrix. 
2 Geol. an igneous rock with large crystals scattered 
in a matrix of much smaller crystals. [based on 
Greek porphura purple’) 0 porphyritic ad. 

porpoise 7. ¥ any of various small toothed whales 
of the family Phocagnidae, with a blunt rounded 
snout. > cetactan. [from Latin porcus ‘pig’ + pascis 
‘fish’] 

porridge 7. 1 a Aish consisting of oatmeal or 
another meal or cereal boiled in water or milk. 
2 Brit. slang unprisonment. [1 6th-century coinage, 
alteration of porrcr] O porridgy ad). 
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EXTERN AES Be RS OF: 
A HARBOUR PORPOISE 
(Phocoena phocoena) 


SPEC TACLED PORPOISE 
(Australophocoena dioptrica) 


porringer 


PORT 


A port is a protected body of water that 
provides facilities for boats to berth and 
manage passengers and goods. Large ports 
can deal with many types of vessel, and 
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porringer 7. a small bowl, often with a handle, for 
soup, stew, etc. [earlier pottinger, from Old French 
polager| 

port! n, 1 Aa harbour. 2 a place of refuge. 3 a town 
possessing a harbour. [from Latin portus| 

port? ». (in full port wine) a strong sweet fortified 
wine of Portugal. [shortened form of Oporto, 
Portuguese port| 

port? e 7. the left-hand side (looking forward) of a 
ship, boat, or aircraft (cf. siarBoarn). @ vr (also 
absol.) turn {the helm) to port. 

port* x. 1 a an opening in the side of a ship for 
entrance, loading, etc. b a porthole. 2 an aperture 
for the passage of steam, water, etc. 3 Eleciz ¥ a 
socket or aperture in an ‘electronic circuit, esp. ina 
computer network, where connections can be 
made with peripheral equipment or disks ete. 
inserted. [from Latin porta} 


joystick port sound jack 


modem port 


fan grille 
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port® Mil. ev. carry (a rifle, or other weapon) diag- 
onally across and close to the body with the barrel 
etc. near the left shoulder (esp. port arms!). @ n. this 
position. [from Latin portare “to carry’ | 

port® n. Austral. collog. 1 a suitcase or travelling bag. 
2 a bag of a specified kind. [abbreviation of vorr- 
MANTLAU | 

portable e ad. 1 easily movable, convenient for 
carrying ( portable TV’ portable computer). 2 (of a right. 
privilege, etc.) capable of being transferred or 
adapted in altered circumstances (portable pension). 
@ x. a portable object, e.g. a radio, typewriter. etc. 
[from Late Latin portabilis| 0 portability n. 

portage e 7. I the carrying of boats or goods 
between two navigable waters. 2 a place at which 
this is necessary, @ z/ convey (a boat or goods) 
between navigable waters. [from Old French| 


have warchouses for goods and dry docks 
for repairing ships. Most ports are designed 
to handle containers, which can be loaded 
straight off ships on to trains and lorries. 


crane 


container ship 


= container 
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dry dock 


gate of lock 
(entrance to port) ‘ 
\ warehouse 


Portakabin n. Bri. propr. a portable room or build- 
ing designed for quick assembly. 

portal! 7. a doorway or gate ete., esp. an elaborate 
one. [from medieval Latin portale ‘city gate, porch’ | 

portal? adj. of or relating to the transverse fissure of 
the liver, through which pass blood vessels etc, 
[based on Latin porta ‘gate’] 

portal vein 7. a vein conveying blood to the liver 
from the spleen, stomach, pancreas, and intestines. 

portamento 7. (//. -os or portamenti) Afus. the 
act or an instance of gliding from one note to 
another in singing, playing the violin, ete. [Italian, 
literally ‘carrying’ | 

porteullis 7. » a 
strong heavy grating 
lowered to block a 
gateway in a fort- 
ress etc. [from Old 
French — port 
‘siding door’} 


portcullis 


coleive 


wooden gales 


PORTCULLIS 


portend 7/7, 1 foreshadow as an omen. 2 give warn- 
ing of. [from Latin portendere| 

portent 7. 1 an omen, a sign of something to come. 
2.4 prodigy; a marvellous thing. [from Latin porten- 
tum, related to roriinn] 

portentous adj, 1 like or serving as a portent. 
2 pompously solemn. Oo portentously ad: por- 
tentousness /. 


w Usage The spelling portentious (due to the influ- 
ence of pretentious) is wrong. 


porter! n. 1 aa person employed to carry luggage 
etc. b a hospital cinployee who moves equipment, 
trolleys, etc. 2 a dark brown bitter beer brewed 
from charred or browned malt (apparently ori- 
ginally made esp. for porters). 3 US a sleeping car 
attendant. [from medieval Latin portalor] 

porter’ n. Brit. a gatekeeper or doorkeeper. [hased 
on Latin porta ‘door’| 

porterage 7. 1 the work of carrying luggage etc, 
2 a charge for this. 


Portuguese 


porterhouse 7. esp. V. Amer. hist. 1 a house at which 
porter and other drinks were retailed. 2 a house 
where steaks, chops, etc. were served. 

porterhouse steak 7. a thick steak cut from the 
thick end of a sirloin. 

portfolio 7. (p/. -os) 1 a case for keeping loose 
sheets of paper, drawings, etc. 2 a range of invest- 
ments held by a person, a company, etc. 3 the office 
of a Minister of State (cf. MinisveR wirHout Porr- 
rouo). 4 samples of an artist’s work. [from Italian 
portafogli| 

porthole 7. 1 an aperture in a ship’s or aircraft's 
side for the admission of light. 2 fst. an aperture 
for pointing a cannon through. 

portico 1. (pl. -oes or -os) ¥ a colonnade; a roof 
supported by columns at regular intervals usu. 
attached as a porch to a 

building. > racanr. 

{ltahan| 


portico 
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portiére 7. a curtain hung over a door or doorway. 
[French] 

portion ez. 1 a part or share. 2 the amount of food 
allotted to one person. 3 a specified or hmited 
quantity. 4 one’s destiny or lot. 5 a dowry. @ wir: 
1 divide (a thing) into portions. 2 (foll. by out) 
distribute. 3 give a dowry to. 4 (foll. by ¢o) assign (a 
thing) to (a person). [from Latin portzo| 

Portland cement 7. a cement manufactured from 
chalk and clay which when hard resembles Port- 
land stone in colour. 

Portland stone n. a limestone from the Isle of 
Portland in Dorset, used in building. 

portly ad. (portlier, portliest) corpulent; stout. 
[based on port, in literary sense ‘bearing’] o port- 
liness n. 

portmanteau /port-man-toh/ 7. (//. portman- 
teaus or portmanteaux /-tohz/) a travelling bag 
for clothes etc., opening into two equal parts. [from 
French, based on porter ‘to carry’ + manteau 
‘mantle’] 

portmanteau word 7. a word blending the sounds 
and combining the meanings of two others, e.g. 
motel, Oxbridge. 

port of call 7. a place where a ship, person, etc. 
stops on a journey. 

portrait n. 1 a representation of a person or 
animal, esp. of the face, made by drawing, paint- 
ing, photography, etc. 2 a verbal picture; a graphic 
description. 3 a person etc. resembling or typifying 
another (zs the fortratl of his father). 4 (mm graphic 
clesign ete.) a format in which the height of an illus- 
tration ete, is greater than the width. [French, 
literally ‘portrayed’] 

portraitist 7. a 
portraits. 

portraiture n. 1 the art of painting or taking 
portraits. 2 graphic description. 3 a portrait. 

portray viz, 1 make a likeness of. 2 describe graph- 
ically; depict in words. [from Old French portrare] 
O portrayal n. 

Port Salut 7. a pale mild type of cheese. 

port tack see 1x! 4, 

Portuguese /)ort-yuu-g’eez/ @ 7. (pl. same) Laa 
native or national of Portugal. b a person ol 
Portuguese descent. 2 the language of Portugal. 
e@ ad. of or relating to Portugal or its people ot 
language. [from medieval Latin portugalensis| 


person who takes or paints 


Portuguese man-of-war 


crest PORTUGUESE Portuguese 
MAN-OF-WAR man-of-war 
._ (Physalia species n. <a jellyfish 
of the genus 
- Pyvala with a large crest 
and a poisonous sting. 
tentacles 


port watch see warcu 7. 3b. 
port wine sce por! 
pose e 2: I intr assume a certain attitude 
of body, esp. when being photographed 
or painted. 2 int (foll. by as) set oneself up 
as or pretend to be (another person ete. 
( posing as a celebrity). 3 intr. behave affected) 
in order to impress others. 4 (7 put forward 
present (a question etc 5 tr place {an 
artist’s model etc.) in a certain attitude, e@ v7. 
1 an atlitude of body or mincl. 2 an attitude 
or pretence, esp. one assumed for effect (hs 
generosity is a mere pore). [from Late Latin 
pausare ‘to pause’} 


poser 7. 1 a person who poses {see post v. 3). 
2 a puzzling question or problem. 
poseur /poh-zer/ 7. | 
|. [French] 
| posh collog. @ adj. 1 smart; stylish. 2 esp. Brit. of 
{ or associated with the upper classes (spoke with a 
posh accent). @ adv. esp. Brit. in a stylish or upper- 
class way (/a/k posh; act posh). Q posh up esp. Brit 
smarten up. [20th-century coinage] 0 poshly 
adv. poshness 1. 
posit :./; \posited. positing) assume as a fact, 
postulate. [based on Latin positus placed] 
positione 1. 1 a place occupied by a person o1 
thing. 2 the way in which a thing or its parts arc 
placed or arranged (siting in 
3 the proper place 
{ state of being advantageously place 
for position). 5 a person's mental attitude; a way ol 
looking 1 thew 
nuclear disarmanent). 6a persons situation in rela- 
aid position) 


fem. poseuse) = posi.k 


an uncomfortable 
4 the 


jockeying 


position n position 


AL a question (chang position on 


tion to others (puts one in an ar 
7 rank on statis igh standing, 
8 paid employment; a job. 9 a place where 
troops etc. are posted for strategic purposes (de 
position was @¢./ place in position. Oin a 
position to enabled by circumstancs 
information, ct [from Latn povitio| Oo pos- 
itional aj. positionally ad. positioner /. 


social 


stormed 


resources. 


positive e@ ad. 1 formally or explicitly stated: 

definite, unquestionable proof). 2 (of a 
| 

person; convinced or r confide nt in his or her opin- 


( posilire 


ion | prsif that I was not there, 3 a absolute; not 
relative. b Gram (ot an adjective or adverl 
expressing 4 simple quality without comparison (cf 
COMPAKMIIVE ad. 4, supertaiive ad. 2). 4 collog. down- 
right ti ould be a pos moace: 5S constructive 
posit ie ire thinking, © marked by the 
presence rather than absence of qualities or Led 
symptom f f to the pian: the fest was port 
tive, 7 e2reatcr than zero ¢ posit ind negative integers 
8 Elect, of, containing, or producing the kind ol 
electrical charge produced by rubbing glass with 
silk: lacking electrons. 9 of a photographic image 
showing lights and shades or colours true to the 
original. @ 4” a positive adjective, photograph, 
quant. et [from Latin fvu\| QO positively 
ad. positiveness /). positivity / 


2 


positive discrimination »), Bi/. the practice of 


making distinctions in favour of groups considered 
to be underprivileged 

positive feedback 1 Electronics (he return of 
part of an output signal to the mput, tending to 
merease the amplification ete. 2 esp. Biol thi 
enhancing mphfhication of an effect by tts own 
influence on the pro hich gives rise to i 
positive pole ». ili -secking pole. & avin 
positive sign 1. = 

positive vetting 1. Ani. an wxyury into the back- 
eround and charact { ndiclate for a post in the 
Cia Sernaice that vol Ct alerial 


positivism 7. Philos. 1 a the philosophical system of 
Auguste Comte (d. 1857), recognizing only non- 
metaphysical facts and observable phenomena. ba 
religious system founded on this. 2 = Loaicat post 
lIVisM. G positivist n. G ad). 

positron 7. Physics ¥ a subatomic particle with a 
positive charge equal to the negative charge of an 
electron and having the same mass as an electron. 

posse /poss-i/ 7. 1 a strong force or company or 
assemblage. 2 (in full posse comitatus /kom-i- 
tay-ttis/) a a body of constables, law-enforcers, etc. 
b esp. (Sa body of men summoned by a sheriff 
etc. to enforce the law. [Latin, literally ‘to be able’; 


sense 2: comitatus “of the county’ | 

possess ¢./, 1 hold as property; own. 2 have as a 
faculty, a ete. (they possess a special value for us). 
3 (also refl.; foll. by in) maintain (oneself, one’s soul. 


cfl.; 
ete.) in a specified state (possess oneself in patience). 
4 a (of a demon etc.) occupy; have power over (a 
person etc.) ( possessed by the Devil). b (of an emotion, 
infatuation, etc.) dominate. be an obsession of 
possessed by fear). 5 have sexual intercourse with 
csp. a woman). 2 be possessed of own, have. 
possess oneself of take or get for one’s own. 
what possessed you? an expression of 
ineredulity. [based on Latin possessus ‘possessed’ | 
0 possessor !!. possessory i). 
possession 7. 1 the 
being possessed. 2 the thing possessed. 3 the act o1 
state of holding or occupancy. 4 Law 
control similar to lawful ownership but which may 
exist separately from: it (proseculed for possession of 
drugs). 3 an pl.) property, wealth, subject territory. 
ete. 6 Hoolball etc. control of the ball by a particulaa 
player. in possession I (of a person) possessing. 
2 (of a thing: in possession of 
1 having in one’s possession. 2 mamtaining control 
over { 5 wits). in the possession 
of helcl or owned by. take possession (often foll. 
by of } become the owner or possessor (of a thing) 
[from Latin fossessvo] G possessionless ad). 


act or state of possessing or 


power OF 


Posse ssed. 


In possession of one 


possession order 7. Bri/. an order made by a 
court directing that possession of a property be 
given to the owner. 


possessive @ ad). 1 showing a desire to possess 01 
retain what one already owns. 2 showing jealous 


and domineering tendencies towards another 


POSITRON 


A positron is the antiparticle of an 

clectron and has a positive charge. Pairs 

of particles and their anuparticles can be 
createcl in particle accelerators. Shown 
here, a burst of energy produces a positron. | 
and an electron, which spiral in opposite 
directions due to their opposing charges 


electron 


PRACGKS OF A 
POSTE RON AND 
ANT) AN 

EEG IRGHS 


hurst af 


eneTE) 


Poston 


postal code 


person. 3 Gram. indicating possession. @ n. (in full 
possessive case) Gram. the case of nouns and 
pronouns expressing possession. 0 possessively 
adv. possessiveness fi. 

possessive pronoun nz. cach of the pronouns 
indicating possession (my, your, his, their, etc.) or the 
corresponding absolute forms (mine, yours, his, theirs, 
AK 

possibility 7. (//. -tes) 1 the state or fact or an 
occurrence of being possible. 2 a thing that may 
exist or happen. 3 (usu. in p/.) the capability of 
being used, improved, etc.; the potential of an 
object or situation (esp. have possibilities). [from Late 
Latin posstbilitas| 

possible e adj. 1 capable of existing or happening; 
that may be managed, achieved, etc. (came as early ay 
possible; fer though! their victory possible). 2 acceptable; 
potential (a possible way of doing it).@n. 1a possible 
candidate, member of a team, etc. 2 (prec. by the} 
whatever is likely, manageable, etc. [from Latin 
po sstbtli bs] 

possibly adv. 1 perhaps. 2 in accordance with possi- 
bility (cannot possibly refuse). 

possum 7. 1 collog. = 
2 Austral. » a phalanger resem- 
bling an American opossum. 
O play possum pre- 
tend to be asleep or 
unconscious. [abbrev- 
iavion| 


opossum I. 


POSSUM: 
HONEY POSSUM 
( Tarsipes spenserae) 


. “hy 


post'e 7. 1 a long stout “ee 
piece of timber or metal set 

upright in the grownd etc. to support something, 
mark 2 a pole etc. marking the 
start or finish of qrace. @ wir. 1 (often foll. by up) 

a attach (a paper etc.) in a prominent place; stick 

up ( post no bills). b announce or advertise by placard 
or in a published text. 2... Amer achieve 
a game etc.). [from Latin postis} 

post? e x. 1 Brit. a the official conveyance of 
parcels, letters, etc. (send if dy post). b these parcels 
letters, etc. 2 Bri a single collection, dispatch, or 
delivery of f these; the letters ete dispatched (has the 
post arrived yel?). 3 Brit. a place where letters etc. are 
dealt with; a post office or postbox (fake i to the past) ). 
@ «ir 1 put (a letter etc.) in the post. 2 (esp. 
posted adj.) (US often foll. by up) supply a person 
with information (4 ep me posted). 3 a enter (an item) 
in a ledger. b (often foll. by up) complete (a ledger 
in this way, [from Itahan posta, based on Latin posi- 
(us placed} 

post’ e@ 2. 1 a place where a soldier is stationed o1 
which he or she patrols. 2 a place of duty, 3 aa 
position taken up by a body of soldiers. b a force 
occupying this. ¢ a fort. 4 a situation, paid employ- 
ment, 3 - rRADING posi, @ vin 1 pl: ice or station 
soldicrs, an employee, etc.). 2 appoint to a post o1 
command, {from Italian posfo, based on Latin posi 
tus “placed | 


a boundary, ete. 


a score in 


post- frcf\ alter in time or order. 

postage wv. the amount charged for sending a letter 
ete. by post. 

postage meter 7. .\. Amer. a frankine machine 

postage stamp 7. an official stamp affixed to a 
letter ete. indicating the amount of postage paid. 

postal e ad. 1 of the post. 2 esp. Bri by post { postal 
vote). @n. US a posteard 

postal card 1. U'S'= posic. yap 

postal code 7. = rostcon. 


postal note 


postal note n. Austral. & VZ= vosiat orver, 

postal order 7. Bri/. a money order issued by the 
Post Office. 

postbag 7. Bri. = manaac. 

postbox n. Bril. a public box in which mail is 
posted. 

postcard ». a card, often with a photograph etc. on 
one side, for sending a short message by post with- 
out an envelope. 

postcode 7. Bri. a group of figures or letters and 
figures which are added to a postal address to assist 
sorung, 

post-coital adj. occurring or existing after sexual 
intercourse. O post-coitally adv. 

post-date e w./7, affix or assign a date later than the 
actual one to (a document, event, etc.). @ 7. such a 
date. 

postdoctoral ad}. of or relating to research under- 
taken after the completion of doctoral research. 

poster 7. 1 a placard in a public place. 2 a large 
printed picture. 3 a billposter. 

poste restante /pohst rest-ahnt/ 7. Bril. the 
department in a post office keeping letters unul 
collected by the addressees. [French, literally 
‘letter(s) remaining’] 

posterior e adj. 1 later; coming after in series. 
order. or time. 2 situated at the back. @ n. the 
buttocks. [Latin, literally ‘further behind’] 9 pos- 
teriorly adv 

posterity n. 1 all succeeding generations. 2 the 
descendants of a person. [from Latin posferi/as| 

postern 7. la back door, 2 a side way or entrance 
[from Late Latin posterwla ‘a back way’ ] 

poster paint 7. a gummy opaque paint. 

postgrad ad. G n. collog. = rosvoraptai 

postgraduate e ad). of, relating to, or designating a 
course of study carried on after taking a first 
degree. @ 7. a postgraduate student. 

post-haste ad. with great speed. 

post-horn 7. Ais/. ¥ a valveless horn formerly usecl 
to announce the arrival of the post. 


POST-HORN: 
LOTH-GENTURY 
POSI-HORN 


posthumous adj. 1 occurring after death. 2 \of a 
child: born after the death of tts father. 3 vof a book 
etc.) published after the author's death. [from Latn 
postumus ‘las’ | G posthumously ad: 

postilion 7. (also postillion) the rider on the nea 
(left-hand side; horse drawing a coach ect 
there is no coachman. [from Itahan poslighone ‘post- 
hoy’| 

post-Impressionism 7. A a style or movement in 
art sceking to express the individual artist’s concep- 
tion of the objects represented rather than the 
general observer's view. O post-Impressionist 1 
& ad) 

post-industrial ad 
a society or economy which no longer relies on 

industry 


when 


relating to or characteristic ol 


heavy 
Post-it note 7. propr a piece of paper for writing 
adhesive 
designed to be stuck prominently to a surface 


notes on, with an strip on one side. 

and 
easily removed when necessary, 

postlude ». .\fus. a concluding voluntary 

postman 7). | pi. 1 man who } 


deliver and collect letters ete 


-men) employed to 


postmark e 2. an official mark stamped on a letter. 


POST-IMPRESSIONISM 


Post-Impressionism is a term first used by 

| British art critic Roger Fry in 1910 to 

| describe the various styles of painting 
that flourished in France from 1880 to 
1910, Generally, the term is used to cover 
the generation of artists who sought new 
forms of expression following the pictor- 
ial revolution brought about by 
Impressionism. Among the principal 
figures in this group were Paul Cezanne, 
Paul Gauguin, Georges Seurat, and 
Vincent van Gogh. Although their indi- 
vidual styles differed markedly, all of 
these artists developed the Impressionist 
style far beyond the representational. 


The ftahan Woman (1886 . 
VINGENT VAN GOGH 


DME ENIE 


1500 1550 1600 


esp. one giving the place, date, etc. and cancelling 
the stamp. @ z./7 mark (an envelope ete.) with this 

postmaster 7. a man in charge of a post office, 

post-mill 7. a windmill pivoted on a post andl turn- 
ing to catch the wind. 

postmistress 7. a woman in charge ol 
office. 

postmodern adj. ¥ (in literature, architecture, the 
arts, etc.) denoting a movement reacting against 
modera tendencies, esp. by drawing attention to 
former conventions. D postmodernism 1. post- 
modernist 7. & ad. postmodernity n. 


A post 


post-mortem e 7. 1 (in full post-mortem exam- 
ination, an cxamination made after death, esp. to 
determine Its 
course and result 
adj. after death. [Latin] 


cause, 2 a discussion analy Ing the 


of a game, election, etc 


post-natal adj. characteristic of or relating to the 
period after childbirth. Q post-natally ad 


POSTMODERN 


Postmodernism is a late 20th-century term 
used in various disciplines to refer to a rejec- 


| tion of modernisnis preoccupation with pure 


form and technique. Postmodern 


pedinent 


/ } 
Classical 


colun 


1750 1800 


ead. S 


post-production 


———E — 


1950 2000 


1850 


post-natal depression 7. depression suffered by a 
mother following childbirth, 

Post Office n. 1 the public department or corpor- 
ation responsible for postal services and (in some 
countrics) telecommunications. 2 (post office) a 
room or building where postal business is carried on. 

post office box 7. a numbered place in a post 
office where letters are kept unul called for. 

post-operative ad). of the period following a surgi- 
cal operation. 

post-paid adj. © adv. on which postage has been paid. 

postpone w/r cause or arrange (an event etc.) to 
take place at a later time. [from Latin postponere] 
oc postponable ad). postponement n. 

postprandial ad). formal or joc. afier dinner or 
lunch, [based on Latin prandiwn ‘a meal’| 

post-production 7. work cone on a film, broad- 
cast, etc, after filming or recording has taken place 


usu, attrib: post-production costs 


designers use an amalgam of style elements 

{from the past, such as the classical and 

baroque, introducing ornament, colour, and 
sculpture, often with ironic intent. 


ornamental 
moti 


. calumned 


BE MEENA ATION SBS LONI Nea a AAN1D) 


1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 


1750 1800 


1850 


1900 Tae 


ba 


post room 


post room ». Bri, the department of a company 
that deals with incoming and outgoing mail. 

postscript 7. an additional paragraph or remark, 
usu. at the end of a letter after the signature and 
introduced by ‘PS’. [from Latin postseriptum ‘that 
written afterwards’ 

post-structuralism 7. an extension and critique 
of structuralism, esp. as used in critical textual 
analysis. 0 post-structuralist n. & adj. 

post town 2. Bril. a town with a post office, esp. one 
that is not a sub-office of another. 

post-traumatic stress disorder ». \/ed. a condi- 
tion of persistent mental and emotional stress 
occurring after injury or severe psychological 
shock. 

postulant 7, a candidate, esp. for admission into a 
religious order. [from Latin postulant- “demanding’] 

postulate e v/r 1 (often foll. by tha’ + clause) 
assume as a necessary condition, esp. as a basis for 
reasoning; take for granted. 2 claim. e@ n. 1 a thing 
postulated. 2 a fundamental prerequisite or condi- 
tion. [based on Latin fostulaius ‘demanded’| 
0 postulation n. 

posture e 7. 1 the relative position of parts, esp. of 
the body (i a reclining posture). 2 carriage or bearing 
(improved by good posture and balance). 3 a mental or 
spiritual attitude or condition. 4 the condition or 
state (of affairs etc.) (a2 more diplomatic postures). @ @: 
1 inf, assume a mental or physical attitude, esp. for 
effect (inclined to strut and posture). 2. x, pose \a person). 
[from Latin positura| o postural ad). 

post-war ad). occurring or existing after a war (esp. 
the most recent major war). 

postwoman ». (//. -women) a woman who ts 
employed to deliver and collect letters ete. 

posy 1. (//. -ies) a small bunch of flowers, [alter- 
ation of potsy] 

pot'e#. baa vessel, usu. rounded, of ceramic ware 
or metal or glass for halding liquids or solids or for 
cooking in. b such a vessel designed to hold a 
particular substance coffee pot: teapot), 2 a= ower 
PCs b = CHIMNES POL, C= LOBSTLR POT, d = CHUAMBLR Port. 
potty?. 3 a drinking vessel of pewter etc. 4 the 
contents of a pot. 5 the total amount of the bet in 
a game etc, 6 collog. a large sum \ pols of money). 
7 slang a vessel given as a prize in an athletic 
contest, esp. a silver cup. 8 = pot prity 1. @ vr 
(potted, potting) 1 place in a pot. 2 (usu. as 
potted a¢j., prescrve ina sealed pot / potted shrimps). 
3 Brit. pocket (a ball) in billiards etc. 4 shoot at, hit, 
or kill ;an animal) with a pot-shot. 5 seize or secure. 
6 (csp. as potted adj.) Brit. abridge or epitomize (in 
a potted version; potted wisdom), 0 go to pot collog. de- 
teriorate: be ruined. pot of gold an imaginary 
reward; an ideal; a jackpot. (Old Enghsh] 0 potful 
n.( pl. -fuls . 


pot? 7. sang marijuana. 


potable /poht-abtl/ adj. drinkable. 
0 potability ». 
potage 7. thick soup. [French] 
potash ». an alkaline potassium compound, usu. 
potassium carbonate or hydroxide. [from Dutch 
pot-asychen “pot-ashes’, originally obtained by evap- 
orating solution from leached vegetable ashes in 
iron pots| 


[French} 


potassium 7. Chem. ¥ a soft silver-white metally 
clement occurring naturally 
in sea water ancl 
minerals, an essendal clem- 


Various 


ent for living organisms, 
and forming many useful 
compounds. [based on pot- 
\sHi] O potassic ad). 
potassium-—argon dating 
n. Geol. a method of dating 
rocks from the 
proportions of radioactuve 


relative 


POTASSIUM: 


potassium-40 and its decay 


PURE FORM produet, argon- 0. 


O10 


potassium carbonate 7. a hygroscopic white 
crystalline solid, alkaline in solution, with many 
industrial applications. 

potassium chloride x. a white crystalline solid 
used as a fertilizer and in photographic processing. 

potassium cyanide 7. a highly toxic solid that 
releases poisonous hydrogen cyanide gas when 
hydrolysed. 

potassium iodide 7. a white crystalline solid used 
as an additive in table salt to prevent iodine defi- 
ciency. 

potassium permanganate 7. a purple crys- 
talline solid that is used in solution as an oxiclizing 
agent and disinfectant. 

potation 2. formal or joc. 1 a drink. 2 the act or an 
instance of drinking, [from Latin pofatio] 

potato 2. (p/. -oes) 1 a starchy plant tuber that is 
cooked for food. 2 ¥ the plant, Solanum tuberosum, 
bearing this. (from 
Spanish patala ‘sweet 4a 

: , a.& fli vd 

potato’ | 


> 


tuber 


OTAT 
ae (potato) 
1 Solanum 
tuberosum) 
y ht rool 


potato chip 7. = cuir n. 3b. 

potato crisp sce CRIs? 7. 

pot-au-feu /pot-oh-fer/ n. (p/, same) 1 French 
soup of usu. boiled beef and vegetables cooked in 
a large pot. 2 the broth from this, [French, literally 
‘pot on the fire’] 

pot belly 7. ( p/. -ies) a protruding stomach. 5 pot- 
bellied ad). 

potboiler x. a work of literature or art executed 
merely to make the writer or artist a living. 

pot-bound ad). (of a plant) having roots which fil] 
the flowerpot, leaving no room to expand. 

pot cheese nv. (5 cottage cheese. 

poteen /pot-een/ n. (also potheen /poth-een/) fr: 
alcohol made illicitly, usu. from potatoes. [from 
Irish poitin “hittle pot’| 

potent ad. 1 powerful; strong. 2 (of a reason) 
cogent; forceful. 3 (of a male) capable of sexual 
erection or orgasm, [from Latin pfofent- ‘being able’| 
0 potency 7. potently ad’. 

potentate 7. a monarch or ruler, [from Late Latin 
potentatus “dominion, later ‘potentate’| 

potential e a). capable of coming into being or 
action; latent. @ 7. 1 the capacity for use or devel- 
opment, 2 usable resources. 3 Physics the quanuty 
determining the energy of mass in a gravitational 
field or of charge in an electric field. [from Late 
Latin polentialis| O potentiality n. potentially ar: 

potential difference 7. » the difference of clec- 
tric potential between two points. 

potential energy a body's ability to do work by 


pot-pourri 


virtue of its position relative to others, stresses 
within itself, electric charge, etc. 

potentiate xf, 1 make more powerful. 2 make 
possible. 

potentilla 7. any plant or shrub of the genus Poten- 
tilla. [medieval Latin] 

potentiometer 7. ¥ an instrument for measuring 
or adjusting small electrical potentials. > Resisror. 
0 potentiometric ad. potentiometry 7. 


control 


contact slides over track 


carbon 
track . 


POTENTIOMETER 
USED FOR VOLUME CONTROL 


potheen var. of rornen. 

pother 2. fiterary a noise; commotion. []16th-century 
coinage] 

pot-herb 2. any herb grown for culinary use. 

pothole e 7. 1 a deep hole or system of caves and 
underground river beds formed by the erosion of 
rock. 2 a hole in a road surface. @ v.inir, Brit. explore 
potholes. [based on northern dialect pot ‘pit’ 
a potholer x. potholing n. 

potion 7. a liquid medicine, poison, ete. [from Latin 
potio} 

potluck 7. (also pot luck) whatever is available. 

pot plant 7. Bri. a plant grown in a flowerpot. 

pot-pourri /poh poor-i/ 7. (//. pot-pourris) la 
mixture of dried petals and spices used to perfume 
a room etc. 2 a musical or hterary medley. {earlier 
in sense ‘a stew made of different kinds of meat’: 
French, literally ‘rotten pot'| 


POTENTIAL DIFFERENCE 


Electric potential is a measure of the 
energy of electrons or other charged 
particles. Current is the movement of 
electric charge between positions with 
different electric potentials. The potential 
difference (p.d.) between two points is 

| measured in volts. 


battery 
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pot roast 


pot roast e 7. a piece of meat cooked slowly in a 
covered dish. @ v./ (pot-roast) cook in this way. 

potsherd 2. a broken piece of ceramic material. 

pot-shot 7, 1 a random shot. 2 a shot aimed at an 
animal ete. within easy reach. 

pottage 2. archaic soup, stew. [from Old French postage] 

potter! int, (US putter) 1 a (often foll. by about, 
around) work or occupy oneself in a desultory but 
pleasant manner. b (often foll. by ai, in) dabble in a 
subject or occupation. 2 Brit. go slowly, dawdle. 
[from dialect pote (Old English potian) ‘to push’] 
D potterer n. 

potter? 7. a maker of ceramic vessels. 


[Old English] 
potter’s wheel 7. <a 
horizontal revolving 


disc to carry clay 
for making pots. 


POTTER’S 
WHEEL 


wheel 


pedal / 
turns wheel 


pottery 7. (pl. -ies) 1 vessels etc. made of fired clay. 
2 a potter’s work. 3 a potter's workshop. [from Old 
French poterie] 

potting shed 7. a building in which plants are 
potted and tools etc. are stored. 

potty! adj. (pottier, pottiest) Bri/. collog. 1 foolish 
or crazy. 2 (usu. foll. by dle) insignificant. [19th- 
century coinage] 0 pottiness 7. 

potty? 7. (pi. -ies) collog. a chamber pot, esp. for a 
child. 

potty-train »./. train (a small child) to use a potty. 

pouch e 7. 1 a small bag or detachable outside 
pocket. 2 a baggy area of skin underneath the eyes 
etc. 3 a a pocket-like receptacle of marsupials. 
b any similar structure in various animals, e.g. 1 
the cheeks of rodents. @ vf; put or make into a 
pouch. [from Old Northern French — pouche| 
0 pouched adj. pouchy ad). 

pouf var. of poor!, pourre. 

pouffe /poof/ x. (also pouf) a large firm cushion 
used as a low seat or footstool. [from French pou/| 

poult /pohlt/ x. a young domestic fowl. pheasant, 
etc, [Middle English contraction of puis. 

poulterer 7. bri. a dealer in poultry and usu. 
{from Old French poutletier| 

poultice e 7. a soft medicated and usu. heated mass 
applied to the body and kept in place with muslin 
etc., for relieving soreness. @ v./ apply a poultice to. 
[from Latin puls pultis ‘pottage, pap’ 

poultry 7. domestic fowls, esp. as a source of food. 
[from Old French pouletrie| 

pounce e 7.ini7. 1 spring or swoop, esp. as in captur- 
ing prey. 2 (often foll. by on, upon) a make a sudden 
attack. b seize eagerly upon an object, remark, etc 
@ 7. the act or an instance of pouncing, 

pound! 7. 1 a unit of weight equal to 16 0z avoir- 
dupois (0.4536 kg), or 12 oz troy (0.3732 kg). 2 Gn 
full pound sterling) (//. same or pounds) the 
chief monetary unit of the UK and several other 
{from Latin pondo, a Roman pound 

12 ounces] 

1 /& crush or beat with repeated heavy 

(foll. by at, on} deliver heavy blows or 


game. 


countries 
weight of 
pound? 2, 
blows. 2 ind: 


gunfire. 3 intr (foll. by along etc.) make one’s way 
heavily or clumsily. 4 indr. (of the heart) beat heav- 
ly. 0 pound out produce with or as if with heavy 
blows. [Old English] o pounder 7. 

pound? 7. 1 an enclosure where stray animals or 
officially removed vehicles are kept until redeemed. 
2a place of confinement. [Old English] 

poundage 7. 1 Ay. a commission or fee of so much 
per pound sterling or weight. 2 Brit. a percentage of 
the total earnmgs of a business, paid as wages. 3 a 
person’s weight, esp. that which is regarded as excess. 

pound coin 7. a coin worth one pound sterling. 

pounder 7. (usu. in comb.) 1 a thing or person 
weighing a specified number of pounds (a five 
pounder). 2 a gun carrying a shell of a specified 
number of pounds. 3 a thing worth, or a person 
possessing, so many pounds sterling. 

pound of flesh 7. any legitimate but crippling de- 
mand. [with allusion to Shakespeare’s Merchant of 
Tener | 

pound sign 7. the sign £, representing a pound. 

pound sterling sec polite ab 

pour v. 1 int: © fr (usu. foll. by down, out, over, etc.) 
flow or cause to flow esp. downwards in a stream or 
shower. 2 #7, dispense (a drink, e.g. tea) by pouring. 
3 intr (of rain, or prec. by if as subject) fall heavily. 
4 inir. (usu. foll. by in, out, etc.) come or go in profu- 
sion. 5 f& discharge or send freely (poured forth 
arrows). 6 tr, (often foll. by out) utter at length or in a 
rush. 0 pour cold water on see GoLp. pour oil on 
the waters (or on troubled waters) calm a 
disagreement or disturbance, esp. with conciliatory 
words, pour scorn on see scorn. [Middle English] 
O pourable ad). pourer 7. 

poussin /pooss-ang/ n. a young chicken bred for 
eating, [French] 

pout ez. 1 i: a push the lips forward as an expres- 
sion of displeasure or sulking. b (of the lips) be 
pushed forward, 2 # push (the lips) forward in 
pouting. @ 7. such an action or expression. [Middle 
English] o pouty ad). 

pouter 7. 1 a person who pouts. 2 a kind of pigeon 
able to inflate its crop considerably. 

poverty 7. 1 the state of being poor; want of the 
necessities of life. 2 (often foll. hy of, m) scarcity or 
lack. 3 inferiority, poorness. [from Latin paupertas| 

poverty line 7. the minunum income level needed 
to secure the necessities of life. 

poverty-stricken adj. extremely poor. 

poverty trap 7. Bri. a situation in which an 
increase of income incurs a corresponding or 
greater loss of state benefits, making real inyprove- 
ment impossible. 


POWERBOAT 


Powerboats are fitted with high-powered 

| inboard or outboard engines and are used to 
race over courses. Offshore powerboats race 
on ocean courses up to 160 miles (257 km) 


s/reamlined 
; operator 
cowling 


inboard 
engine 


— 


propeller trim flap 


Juel tank 
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throtth ry 


AN OFFSHORE ¢ 


powerboat 


POW abbr. prisoner of war. 

pow ini. expressing the sound of a blow or explosion. 

powder e 7. 1 a substance in the form of fine dry 
particles. 2 a medicine or cosmetic in this form. 3 = 
GUNPOWDER 1. @ v.t, 1 a apply powder to. b sprinkle 
or decorate with or as with powder. 2 (esp. as 
powdered adj.) reduce to a fine powder. 0 keep 
one’s powder dry be cautious and alert. take a 
powder s/ang depart quickly. [from Latin pules 
pulveris ‘dust’] 0 powdery adj. 

powder blue e 7. pale blue. @ ad). (hyphenated 
when attrib.) of this colour. 

powder keg 7. 1 a barrel of gunpowder. 2 a 
dangerous or volatile situation. 

powder puff 7. a soft pad for applying powder to 
the skin, esp. the face. 

powder room 7. a women’s cloakroom or lavatory 
in a public building. 

powder snow 7. loose dry snow on a ski run etc. 

power e 7, 1 the ability to do or act (the power to change 
colour), 2 a parucular faculty of body or mind { power 
of speech). 3 a government, influence, or authority. 
b political or social ascendancy (éhe party m power). 
4 delegated authority ( power of attorney). 5 (often foll. 
by over) personal ascendancy. 6 an influenual person, 
group, or organization (a power in the land). 7 a mili- 
tary strength. b a state having international influence 
(the leading powers). 8 vigour, energy. 9 an active prop- 
erty or function (has @ high heating power). 10 collog. a 
large number or amount (a power of good). 11 the 
capacity for exerting mechanical force or doing work 
(horsepower). 12 mechanical or electrical energy ( (often 
attrib: power tools). 13 a a public supply of (esp. elec- 
trical) energy. b a particular source or form of energy 
(hydroelectric power). 14 a mechanical force apphed e.g. 
by means of a lever. 15 Math. the product obtainec 
when a number is multiplied by itself (2 to the porwier of 
3 = 8). 16 the magnifying capacity of a lens. @ wt 
1 supply with mechanical or electrical energy. 2 (foll. 
lny up, down) crease or decrease the power supphec 
to (a device); switch on or off. a in the power of 
under the control of: power behind the throne a 
person who asserts authority or influence withou 
having formal status. the powers that be those in 
authority (after Rom. 13:1). [based on Latin posse ‘to 
he able] a powered adj. (also in comb). 

power-assisted adj. (csp. of steering and brakes in 
a motor vehicle) employing an inanimate source of 
power to assist manual etc. operation. 


power base 7. a source of authority or support. 

power block 7. a group of nations constituting an 
international political force. 

powerboat 7. ¥ a powerful motor boat. > roa 


long, and reach speeds of over 100 m.p.h. 
(160 k. p-h). The driver steers using satellite 
navigation systems, while the throttle opera- 
tor controls the trim and engine speed. 


= protective canopy 


us : aluminium 
_— drive 
frame 
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power-broker 


power-broker 7. esp. V. Amer. a person who exerts 
influence or affects the equilibrium of political 
power by intrigue. 0 power-broking 2. & ad). 

power cut 7. a temporary withdrawal or failure of 
an electric power supply. 

power-dive e 7. a steep dive of an aircraft with the 
engines providing thrust. @ u.z/z, perform a power- 
dive. 

powerful ad. 1 having much power or strength. 
2 politically or socially influential. 3 having a 
strong emotional effect ( powerful drama). 0 power- 
fully ado. 

powerhouse 7. 1 = power stron. 2 a person or 
thing of great energy. 

powerless ad. 1 without power or strength. 
2 (often foll. by fo + infin.) wholly unable. 0 power- 
lessness 7. 

power line 7. a conductor supplying electrical 
power, esp. one supported by pylons or poles. 

power of attorney 7. the authority to act for 
another person in legal or financial matters. 

power pack 7. 1 a unit for supplying power. 2 the 
equipment for converting an alternating current 
(from the mains) to a direct current. 

power plant 7. an apparatus or an installation 
which provides power for industry, a machine, etc. 

power play 2. I tactics involving the concentration 
of players at a particular point. 2 similar tactics in 
business. etc., mvolving a concentration of 
resources. effort. etc. 

power point 7. Bri. a socket in a wall etc. for 
connecting an electrical device to the mains. 

power politics 7.p/. (treated as sing. or pl.) political 
action based on power or influence. 

power-sharing 7. a policy agreed between parties 
to share responsibility for decision-making ancl 
political action. 

power station 7. ¥ a building where electrical 
power is generated for distribution. & Hy pRoLLic- 
ERIC, NUGLEAR POWLR 

power stroke 2. the stroke of an internal-combus- 
tion engine, in which the piston is moved! 
downward by the expansion of gases. 

power tool 7. an electrically powered tool. 

power train 7. \fech. 1 the mechanism that trans- 
mits the drive from the engine of a vehicle to its 
axle. 2 this together with the engine and axle. 


POWER STATION 


Virtually all commercial electric energy is 
produce dt »y power ste ations driven by steam 
from the bur ning of fossil fuels, or from 
nuclear sources or by hydropower. Inside a 
coal- or oul-fired power station, energy 


concrete tareer 
for cooling water 


turbim 
house 


connections lo 
electricity grid 
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powwow e 7. a conference or meeting for discus- 
sion (originally among N. American Indians). 
@ w.inir. hold a powwow. [from Algonquian powzwaw 
‘magician’ (literally “he dreams’)| 

pox n. 1 any virus disease producing a rash of 
pimples that become pus-filled and leave pock- 
marks on healing, 2 collog. = syrunus. [alteration of 
pocks, pl. of rock] 

poxy adj. \poxier, poxiest) esp. Bri. 1 infected by 
pox. 2 slang of poor quality; worthless. 

pp adr. pianissimo. 

pp. abbr. pages. 

p-p. abbr. (also pp) per pro. 
m Usage See Usage Note at prr pro. 


p-p-m. abbr, parts per million. 

PPS abbr, 1 Bnt. Parliamentary Private Secretary. 
2 additional postscript. 

PR abbr. 1 public relations. 2 proportional represen- 
tation. 

Pr symb. Chem. the element praseodymium. 

pr. abbr, pair. 

practicable ad. 1 that can be done or used. 
2 possible in practice. [from French praticable} 
0 practicability 7. practicably ado. 

practical e ad). 1 of or concerned with practice or 
use rather than theory. 2 suited to use or action 
| practical shoes). 3 (of a person) a inchned to action 
rather than speculation. b skilled at manual tasks. 
4 a that is such in effect, though not nominally ( for 
all practical purposes). b virtual (in practical control). 
5 concerned with what is sei possible ( practical 
solutions). @ n. Brit. a practical examination or lesson. 
[earlier practic, from Greek praktikos| O practicality 
u. (pl. -ies). practicalness n. 

practical joke 7. a humorous trick played on a 
person. 0 practical joker n. 

practically adv. 1 virtually, almost { practically noth- 
ing). 2 in a practical way. 

practice e 7. 1 habitual action or performance. 2 a 
habit or custom. 3 a repeated exercise in an activity 
requiring the development of skill. b a session of this. 
4 action or execution as opposed to theory, 5 the 
professional work or business of a doctor, lawye Jel(aiter 
6 procedure generally (bad practice). @ v.tc G int, US var. 
of pracrist.. Qin practice 1 in reality. 2 skilful hecause 
of recent exercise in a particular pursuit. out of 
practice lacking a former skill from lack of recent 


stored within fuel is released m a furnacc. 
The heat is used to boil water into steam, 
which drives turbines linked to electricity 
generators. The electricity reaches con- 
sumers via a network of cables called a grid. 


howler 
, house 


, chimney 


coal 


prankster 


practice. put into practice actually apply (an idea, 
method, etc.). [Middle English] 

practise v. (US practice) 1 ¢ perform habitually; 
carry out in action. 2 &% @ (foll. by m, on) intr do 
repeatedly as an exercise tojinprove a skill; exercise 
oneself in or on (an activity requiring skill). 3 ¢& (as 
practised adj.) experienced, expert. 4 ¢r a pursue 
or be engaged in (a profession, religion, etc.). b (as 
practising adj.) currently active or engaged in (a 
profession or activity). 5 iér. (foll. by on, upon) take 
advantage of; impose upon. [from Old French 
pra(c)teser| 

practitioner 7. a person practising a profession, 
esp. medicine. [from obsolete pracitian] 

praenomen /pree-noh-men/ 7. an ancient 
Roman’s first or personal name (e.g. Marcus Tullius 
Cicero). [Latin, from prae ‘before’ + nomen ‘name’ | 

praesidium var. of presipium. 

praetor /pree-ter/ n. (US also pretor) Rom.Hist. 
each of two ancient Roman magistrates ranking 
below consul. [Latin] 0 praetorial ad. praetor- 
ian adj. G n. (US also pretorian). praetorship 2. 

praetorian guard 7. the bodyguard of the Roman 
emperor. 

pragmatic adj. 1 dealing with matters with regard 
to their practical requirements or consequences. 
2 treating the facts of history with reference to their 
practical lessons. [from Greek pragmatikos] 0 prag- 
maticality 7. pragmatically adv. 

pragmatism 7. 1 a pragmatic attitude or procedure. 
2 a philosophy that evaluates assertions solely by their 
practical consequences and bearing on human inter- 
ests. [based on Greek pragma ‘deed’| 0 pragmatist n. 

prairie x. a large area of usu. treeless grassland esp. 
in N. America. [from Latin pratum ‘meadow’ | 

prairie chicken 7. (also prairie hen) a N. Ameri- 
can grouse, Tympanuchus cupido. 

prairie dog n. < any N. American 
rodent of the genus Cynomys, living in 
burrows and making a barking sound. 


prairie oyster 7. a seasoned raw 
egg, often served in spirits and 
swallowed in one gulp as a 
~ cure for a hangover. 
prairie wolf 2. = coyort. 
praise e@ vir 1 express 
warm approval or ad- 
miration of. 2 glorify 
(God) in words. @ 7. 
the act or an instance 
of praising; com- 
mendation. 0 praise 
be! an exclamation 
of pious gratitude. 
sing the praises of 
commend (a person) 
highly. [from Old French preiser ‘to price, prize, 
praise | 
praiseworthy ad), worthy of praise; commendable. 
praline /prah-leen/ n. a smooth sweet substance 
made by boilmg nuts in sugar. [French, named 
after Marshal de Plessis-Praslin, French soldier, 
1598 1675, whose cook invented it] 
pram 7. Bri. a four-wheeled carriage for a baby, 
pushed by a person on foot. 


PRAIRIE DOG 
(Cynomys ludovicianus) 


prana 7. 1 (in Hinduism) breath as a life-giving 
force. 2 the breath; breathing. [Sanskrit] 

prance e intr, 1 (of a horse) raise the forelegs and 
spring from the hind legs. 2 (often foll. by about) 
walk or behave in an elated or arrogant manner, 
en. 1 the act of prancing, 2 a prancing movement. 
[Middle English] o prancer n. 

prandial adj, forma/ or joc. of or relating to dinner 
or lunch. [based on Latin prandium ‘uncheon’] 

prang bril. slange vir 1 crash or damage (an aircraft 
or vehicle). 2 bomb (a target) successfully. @ n. the 
act or an instance of pranging, 

prank 7. a practical joke: a piece of mischief. [1 6th- 
century coinage] 0 prankish ad). 

prankster 7, a person fond of playing pranks. 


prase 


prase n. a translucent leek-green type of quartz. 
[from Greek prasios ‘leek-green’| 

praseodymium 7. Chem. a soft silvery metallic 
element of the lanthanide series, occurring nat- 
urally in various minerals and used in catalyst 
muxtures. [from German Praseodym]. 

prat x. slang 1 Bri. a silly or foolish person. 2 the 
buttocks. [sense 2: 16th-century slang] 

prate ev. 1 inix chatter; talk too much. 2 mir talk 
foolishly or irrelevantly. 3 ¢é tell or say in a prating 
manner. @ 7. prating; idle talk. [from Middle Dutch 
praten] G prater n. prating ad). 

pratfall ». slang 1 a fall on the buttocks. 2 a humili- 
ating failure. 

pratincole 2. a fork-tailed insectivorous plover-like 
bird of the genus Glareola, living near water. 

pratique 2. a licence to have dealings with a port, 
granted to a ship after quarantine or on showing 
a clean bil of health. [French, literally ‘practice’, 
‘intercourse’, via Italian practica’ from medieval 
Latin practca| 

prattle e vintr, @ tr. chatter or say in a childish or 
inconsequential way. e@ n. 1 childish chatter. 
2 inconsequential talk. [from Middle Low German 
pratelen| 0 prattler n. prattling ad). 

prawn 7. ¥ any of various marine 
crustaceans, resembling a if 
shrimp but usu. larger. 
[Middle English] 


iy, antenna 


PRAWN carapace 
segmented . 
abdomen 


telson 
(tail fan) , praxis 7, 1 accepted prac- 
tice or custom, 2 the practising 
of an art or skill, [Greek, literally 
‘doing’ 
pray u. (often foll. by jor, or fo + infin., 
or that + clause) 1 iér, (often foll. by to) 
say prayers (to God etc.). 2 a & entreat. 
b tr G wir. ask earnestly (pray to be released). 3 tr: (as 
imper.) formal or joc. please (pray tell me). [from Latin 
precar ‘to entreat | 
prayer! x. 1 a a solemn request or thanksgiving 
to God or an object of worship. b a formula or 
form of words used in praying (the Lord's prayer). 
e the act of praying (be at prayer). d a religious 
service consisting largely of prayers (morning prayers). 
2 a an entreaty to a person. b a thing entreated 
- or prayed for. o not 
= have a_ prayer 
N. Amer. collog. have 
no chance (of suc- 
cess etc.). 0 prayer- 
less aaj. [from Latin 
prex precis ‘prayer’ 
prayer® 7. a person 
who prays. 
prayer book 7. 
a book containing 
the forms of prayer 
in regular use, esp. 
the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. 
prayerful ad. 1 (of 
a person) given to 
praying; devout. 
2 (of speech, actions, 
etc.) characterized 
by or expressive of 


ry 


prayer. D0 prayer- 
fully adv. prayer- 
+ \ \ fulness 7. 
prayer mat 7. <a 
PRAYER MAT: small carpet used 
LOTH-CENTURY by Muslims when 
OTTOMAN PRAYER MAI praying. 


prayer wheel 7. » a revolving 
cylindrical box inscribed with or 
containing prayers, used esp. by 
Tibetan Buddhists. 

praying mantis sce MANTIS. 

pre- prefix before (in time, place, 
order, degree, or importance). 

preach v. 1 a wir deliver a 
sermon or religious address. b ér. 
deliver (a sermon); proclaim or 
expound (the Gospel etc.). 
2 intr. give moral advice in an 
obtrusive way. 3 t advocate or 
inculcate (a quality or practice etc.). 
0 preach to the converted 
commend an opinion to a person or 
persons already in agreement. [from 
Latin praedicare ‘to proclaim’ } 

preacher 2. a person who preaches, 
esp. a minister of religion. 

preachify vinir (-ies, -ied) collog. 
preach or moralize tediously. 

pre-adolescent e adj. 1 (of 
a child) having nearly reached 
adolescence. 2 of or relating 
to the two or three years 
preceding adolescence. @ 7. a 
pre-adolescent child. O pre- 
adolescence n. 

preamble 2. 1 a preliminary statement or introduc- 
tion. 2 the introductory part of a statute or deed etc. 
{from medieval Latin praeambulum ‘(thing) going 
before’] 0 preambular aq). 

preamp 72. = PREAMPLIFIER. 

preamplifier 7. an electronic device that amplifies 
a very weak signal (e.g, from a microphone or pick- 
up) and transmits it to a main amplifier. 
0 preamplified ad). 

pre-arrange w./r arrange beforehand. Oo pre- 
arrangement 7. 


mantra 


PRAYER WHEEL 
WITH MANTRA 
REVS.) 


preatomic adj. existing or occurring before the use 
of atomic energy. 

prebend /preb-énd/ n. 1 = presennary |. 2 Aust. the 
stipend of a canon or member of chapter. 3 Aust. a 
portion of land or tithe from which this is drawn. 
[from Late Latin praebenda ‘pension’, literally 
‘things that should be provided’| 

prebendal /pri-bend-al/ adj. of or relating to a 
prebend or a prebendary. 

prebendary /preb-én-dn/ 7. (pi. -ies) 1 an 
honorary canon. 2 Azst. the holder of a prebend. 

pre-book ¢:/, book in advance. 0 pre-bookable ad. 

Precambrian (ol. @ aqj. of or relating to the earli- 
est era of geological time from the formation of the 
Earth to the first forms of hfe. @ 7. this era, 

precancerous ad). tending to develop into cancer. 

precarious ad). 1 uncertain; dependent on chance. 
2 insecure, perilous. [from Latin precanus, related to 
prayer'| O precariously adv. precariousness /. 

pre-cast adj. (of concrete) cast in its final shape 
hefore positioning. 

precaution 7. 1 an action taken beforehand to 
avoid risk or ensure a good result. 2 (in pl.) collog. the 
use of contraceptives. [based on Latin praecavére “to 
beware of in advance’| 0 precautionary ad). 

precede »./r 1 a come or go before in time, order, 
importance, etc. b walk etc. in front of {preceded by 
our guide). 2 (toll. by by) cause to be preceded. [from 
Latin praecederc] 

precedence /. (also precedency) 1 priority in time, 
order, or unportance, ete. 2 the right of preceding 
others on formal occasions. o take precedence 
(often foll. by over, of) have priority (over). 

precedent /press-i-dént/ @ n. a previous case 01 
legal decision etc. taken as a guide for subsequent 
cases or as a justification. @ ad. preceding in time, 
order, importance, ete. [from Old French précédent| 

precedented adj. having or supported by a prece- 
dent. 


precipice 


precentor n. 1 a person who leads the singing or (in 
a synagogue) the prayers of a congregation. 2 a 
minor canon who administers the musical life of a 
cathedral. [from Latin praecentor| 0 precent utr & 
inf, precentorship 7. 

precept 7. 1 a rule of conduct. 2 moral instruction 
(example is better than precept). 3 a a writ. b Bni. an 
order for payment of money under a local rate. 
[from Latin praeceptum ‘(thing) advised’] 0 precep- 
tive ad). 

preceptor 7. (fem. preceptress) a teacher or 
instructor. 0 preceptorial ad. preceptorship 2. 

precession 7. ¥ the slow movement of the axis of 
a spinning body around another axis. [from Late 
Latin praecessio| O precessional ad). 

precession of the equinoxes 7. 1 the slow retro- 
grade motion of equinoctial points along the 
ecliptic. 2 the resulting earlier occurrence of 
equinoxes in each successive sidereal year. 

pre-Christian ad. before Christ or the advent of 
Christianity. 

precinct 7. 1 an enclosed or clearly defined area, 
e.g. around a cathedral, college, etc. 2 a specially 
designated area in a town, esp. with the exclusion of 
traffic. 3 (in pl.) a the surrounding area or environs. 
b the boundaries. 4 (7S a a subdivision of a county, 
city, etc. b collog. the police station of such a sub- 
division. ¢ (in p/.) a neighbourhood. [from medieval 
Latin praecinctum ‘encircled (thing)’| 

preciosity 7. over-refinement in art or language, 
esp. in the choice of words. [from Latin pretiostias] 

precious e ad. 1 of great value or worth. 2 much 
prized ( precious memones). 3 affectedly refined, esp. in 
language or manner. 4 collog. expressing disdain 
(vou can keep your precious flowers). @ adv. collog. 
extremely, very (had precious litle left). [based on Latin 
pretium ‘price’| 0 preciously ad. preciousness 7. 

precious metals 7.//. gold, silver, and platinum. 

precious stone 7. a piece of mineral having great 
value, esp. as used in jewellery. > Gr 

precipice 7. 1 a vertical or steep face of a rock ete. 
2 a dangerous situation. [from Latin praecipitium 
‘falling headlong’] 


PRECESSION 

Although the Earth’s axis is always tilted 
at an angle of 23.5°, the direction in space 
to which it points changes continuously, 
tracing out a circle every 25,800 years. 
‘This phenomenon is called precession. 
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precipitate 


precipitate e v.tx 1 hasten the occurrence of. 
2 (foll. by into) send rapidly into a certain state or 
condition. 3 throw down headlong. 4 Chem. cause 
(a substance) to be deposited in solid form from a 
solution. 5 Physics a cause (dust etc.) to be cleposited 
from the air on a surface. b condense (vapour) into 
drops and so deposit it. @ adj. 1 violendy hurried. 
2 tof a person or act) rash, inconsiderate. @ 7, 
1 Chem. a substance precipitated from a solution, 
2 Physics moisture condensed {rom vapour, e.g. rain 
or dew. [based on Latin praecipitatus “Uarown head- 
long | © precipitable ad. precipitately adc. 
precipitateness 7. precipitator /. 

precipitation 1. 1 the act of precipitating or the 
process of being precipitated. 2 rash haste. 3 a rain 


or snow cte. falling to the ground. b a quantity of 


this. 

precipitous ad. 1 a of or like a precipice. 
b dangerously steep. 2 = pric iritvri. adj. O precipit- 
ously adi. precipitousness n. 

précis /pray-see/ @ 7. | p/, same) a summary or 
abstract, esp. of a text or speech. @ v/r (précises 
/-sccz/, précised /-sccd/, précising /-scc-ing/) 
make a précis of. [French, literally ‘precise’, used as 
a noun} 

precise adj. 1 a accurately cxpressecl; exact in state- 
ment. b exact in measurement. value. ete. 
2 punctilious; scrupulous in being exact, observing 
rules. etc, 3 same (al that precise moment). [from Latin 
praevisuy *shortened’| O preciseness ». 

precisely adi. 1 in a precise manner; exactly. 2 as 
a reply) quite so; as you say. 

precision 7. 1 the condition of being precise; 
accur- acy, 2 the degree of refinement in measure- 
ment ete, 3 \altrh) marked by or adapted for 
precision precision mstiuments). O precisionism 7. 
precisionist 1. & ad). 

preclinical adj. 1 of or relating to the first. chiefly 
theoretical, stage of a medical education. 2 .of a 
stage in a disease) before symptoms can he identi- 
fied. 

preclude if. 1 (foll. by from prevent, exclude. 
2 make impossible (sv as fo preclude all doubt). {from 
Latin praecluderr| 0 preclusion 7, preclusive ad). 

precocious ad. 1 often derog iesp. of a child 
prematurely developed in some faculty or charac- 
teristic. 2 (of an action cte.) indicating such 
development. [from Latin praecoy -cocis) 0 preco- 
ciously ad. precociousness /, precocity 1. 

precognition 7. (supposed) foreknowledge, esp. ol 
a supernatural kind. [from Late Latin praecugnitio| 
O precognitive ad). 

preconceive «./ form (an idea or opinion etc.) 
beforehand. 

preconception 7. 1 a preconceived idea, 2 a preju- 
clice. 

precondition e »). a prior condition, that must be 
fulfiled before other things can be done. @ vlr 
bring into a required condition beforehand. 

pre-cook ¢./7, cook in advance. 

pre-cool ¢./). cool in advance, 

precursor 7. 1 a a forerunner. b a person who 
precedes in office ete. 2 a harbinger. [from Latin 
praecursor} 

precursory a). (also precursive; 1 preliminary, 
introductory, 2 (foll, by of serving as a harbinge 
of. 

pre-cut 7:/r (-cutting: past ancl pas! part. -cut) cut in 
advance, 

predacious «jj. (also predaceous, 1 (of an 
animal, predatory. 2 relating to such animals 
Predactouy instinels. [based on Latin praeda booty] 

pre-date 7./), exist or occur at a date earlier than. 

predation 7. 1 ‘usu. in p/.,=oirriovios. 2 aol, the 
natural preying ef one animal on others, & 
cuts. [front Latin puardato taking of booty’ | 

predator /pred-d-tcr/ ». Van animal naturally 
preying on others, 20a rapacious, exploitauve 
person, state. ete, [froni Latin predator plunderer’ | 
O predatory «i/ 


Ooo) 


Obl 


predecease e «1/7. dic carlier than (another person). 
en. a death preceding that of another. 

predecessor 7. 1 a former holder of an office or 
position with respect to a later holder. 2 an ances- 
tor. 3 a thing to which another has succeeded. 
[from Late Latin praedecessor| 

pre-decimal dj. of or relating to a time before the 
introduction of a decimal system, esp. of coinage. 

predestine »./ 1 determine beforehand. 2 ordain 
in advance by divine will or as if by fate. [from 
ecclesiasucal Latin praedestinare| O predestin- 
ation i. 

predetermine vw. 1 determine or decree before- 
hand. 2 precestine. [from Late Latin prae- 
delerminare| Q predeterminate «ad. predeter- 
munation /. 

predeterminer 7. Gram. a word or phrase that 
occurs before a determiner, generally quantilying 
the noun group, e.g. both, all, a lot of. 

predicable adj. that may be predicated or 
affirmed. [from medieval Latin praedicabilis “that 
may be affirimed’| 0 predicability v. 

predicament 7. 1 a diflicult, unpleasant, or 
embarrassing situation. 2 Philos. a category in (esp. 
Aristotelian) logic. [froni Late Latin pracdicamen 
tum “thing predicated’| 

predicate @ ¢f; 1 assert 
(something) about the 
subject of a proposition. 
2 (foll. by on; found or 
base (a statement cte.) on, 
@ 7. 1 Gram. what is said 
about the subject of a sen- 
tence ete. (c.g, t3eent home in John 
went home). 2 Logic a what is predicated. 
b what is affirmed or denied of the subject by 
means of the copula (e.g, mortal in all men are 
mortal}. [based on Latin praedicatus ‘proclaimed’ 
0 predication ». 

predicative «adj. 1 Gram. (of an adjective or 
noun, forming or contained in the predicate. 
as old im the dog is old (but not in the old dag) 
and house in there is a large house. 2 that predicates. 
Oo predicatively adi. 

predict «./, (often foll. by tha’ + clause; make a state- 
ment about the future; foretell, prophesy. [based on 
Latin praedictus “preclicted’| 0 predictive ad). 
predictor ». 

predictable «//j. 1 that can be predicted or is to be 
expected. 2 (of a person) likely to behave ma way 
that is easy to predict. O predictability 1. 
predictably adi. 

prediction 7. 1 the art of predicting or the process 
of being predicted. 2 a thing predicted; a forecast. 

predigest /; 1 render (food) easily digestible 
before being eaten. 2 make (reading matter) easier 
to reacl or understand. 0 predigestion 7. 

predilection 1. (often foll. by for) a preference or 
special liking. [from French prédilection| 

predispose #:/ 1 influence favourably in advance, 
2 (foll. by fo, or fo + infin.) render liable or inclined 
belorchand. 0 predisposition n. 

predominant adj. 1 predominating. 2 being the 
strongest or main element. O predominance n. 
predominantly «a/v. 

predominate vinf 1 (foll. by over) have or exert 
control. 2 he superior, 3 be the strongest or main 
clement; preponderate, [from medieval Latin prae 
donunart praedominat | 

predominately ad. = venominrniis (see pREDOM- 
Naa 

pre-echo n. , //. -oes) 1 a faint copy heard just 
before an actual sound in a recording, caused by 
the accidental transfer of signals. 2 a loreshacdow- 
ing. 

pre-eclampsia /. a condition of pregnancy char- 
acterized esp. by high blood pressure. 0 pre- 
eclamptic ad). & n. 


pre-elect i./, clect beforehand. 
& altihad, 


pre-election 7. 


PREEN: QUAKER PARROT 
PREENING ITS FEATHLRS 


preference stock 


pre-embryo 2. Afed. a human embryo in the first 
fourteen days after fertilization. 0 pre-embryonic 
ad). 

pre-eminent a7. 1 excelling others. 2 outstancling; 
distinguished in some quality. [from Latin 
praeeminent- “excelling’| O pre-eminence n. pre- 
eminently adi. 

pre-empt «/: 1 a forestall. b acquire or appropri- 
ate in advance. 2 obtain by pre-emption. 0 pre- 
emptor 7. 


w Usage Pre-emp! is sometimes used to mean 
‘prevent’, but this 1s considered incorrect in stand- 
ard English. 


pre-emption /. 1 a the purchase or appropriation 
by one person or party before the opportunity is 
offered to others. b the right to purchase in this 
way, 2 prior appropriation or acquisition. [from 
medieval Latin pracemptio| 
pre-emptive ad. 1 pre-empting, 2 (of military 
action) intended to prevent attack by disabling the 
enemy, 
preen v(x, & refl. 1 ¥ (of a bird) tidy (the feathers 
or itself’) with its beak. 2 (of a person) smarten 
or admire (oneself one’s hair, cte.). 
3 often foll. by on) congratulate or 
pride (oneself). [Middle English] 
O preener /. 
pre-establish (./7, establish 
beforehand. 
pre-exist 7. 1 ir exist at 
an earlier time. 2 & 
exist earlicr than. O pre- 
existence 7. pre-existent 
ad). 
prefab ». collog. a prefabri- 
cated building (often atiih: 
prefab houses). 
.prefabricate vi 1 manu- 
facture sections of (a building 
_ etc.) prior to thew assembly 
on a site. 2 produce in an arti- 
ficially standardized way. 0 prefabrication n. 
preface /pref-as/ en. 1 an introduction to a book 
stating its subject, scope, etc. 2 the preliminary part 
of a speech. @ win U\toll. by wih) introduce or begin 
(a speech or event). 2 provide (a book etc.) with a 
preface. 3 (of an event etc.) lead up to (another). 
[based on Latin pracfan ‘to say beforehand’| 
0 prefatory ad). 
prefect 7. 1 aa chief officer, magistrate, or gover- 
nor. b the chief administrative officer of a 
department in France. 2 esp. Brit. a senior pupil in 
a school ete. authorized to enforce discipline. [from 
Latin pracfectuy ‘(one) set in authority over’ 
oc prefectoral «dj. prefectorial adj. 
prefecture 7. 1 a district under the government of 
a prefect. 2 a a prefect’s office or tenure. b the offi- 
cial residence of a prefect. O prefectural adj. 
prefer i:/, (preferred, preferring) 1 (often foll. 
by fo, or fo + infin.) choose rather; like better, 
2 submit Gnformation, an accusation, etc.) for 
consideration, 3 promote or advance (a person). 
[from Latin praeferre ‘to hear or put before’) 
preferable adj. 1 to be preferred. 2 (often foll. by to) 
more desirable. G preferability n. preferably adv. 


a Usage Preferable to means ‘more desirable than’, 
and should, therefore, be intensified by far, greatly, 
or much, rather than more, e.g, Travelling by train is 
far /sreatly/much preferable to driving. : 


preference 7. 1 the act or an instance of preferring 
or being prelerred. 2 a preferred thing. 3 the 
favouring of one person ete. before others. a in 
preference to as a thing preferred over (another). 
[from medieval Latin prueferential 

preference share ». |S preferred share) a 
share whose entitlement to dividend takes priority 
over that of an orclinary share. 

preference stock n. Bri. (US also preferred 


preferential 


stock) stock whose entitlement to dividend takes 
priority over that of ordinary stock. 

preferential adj. 1 of or imvolving preference. 
2 giving or receiving a favour. 3 Gommerce (of a tariff 
etc.) favouring particular countries. 4 (of voting) in 
which the voter puts candidates in order of prefer- 
ence. O preferentially ad. 

preferment 2. promotion to ollice. 

prefigure »./7, 1 represent beforchand by a figure or 
type. 2 imagine beforehand. [from ecclesiastical 
Latin praefigurare| O prefiguration 7. prefigura- 
tive ad). prefigurement n. 

prefix e 7. 1 a verbal clement placed at the begin- 
ning of a word to adjust or qualify its meaning (c.g, 
e€x-, non-, re-) or (in some languages) as an inflec- 
tional formative. 2 a title placed before a name (c.g, 
Mr). @ v.tr. (often foll. by /o) 1 add as an introduction. 
2 join (a word or element) as a prefix. [u.: from Old 
French prefixer ‘to fix before’; n.: from Latin pra 
Jxum| 0 prefixation n. prefixion n. 

pre-flight alinbad. occurring or provided before 
an aircraft flight. 

preform ‘7, form beforehand. 0 preformation n. 

pregnable adj. able to be captured ete.; not impreg- 
nable. {from Old French prenable ‘takable’| 

pregnancy 7. (//. -ies) the condition or an stance 
of being pregnant. 

pregnant ad. 1 (of a woman or female animal 
having a child or young developing in the uterus 
2 full of meaning; significant or suggestive. 3 (esp: 
of a person’s mind) imaginative, mventive. 4 (foll. 
by zevth) plentifully provided. [from Latin praegnans 
praegnant-| 0 pregnantly 
adv. (in sense 2) 

preheat »./7, heat before- 


tail erippine branch 
art > 


hand. 
i prehensile adj. oul. 
i > of a tail or limh) 
| capable of grasping. 
BD DEGONG. SIN HORST. 


[based on Latin 
prehens- #ras)- 


; 
Mig | 
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1 of or relating to the period 
before written records. 2 collog. utterly out of date. 
0 prehistorian 1. prehistorically cd: prehis- 
tory /. 

pre-human ¢7j, existing before the time of man. 


prehistoric cd). 


pre-ignition 7. the premature firing of the explo- 
sive mixture in an internal-combustion engine 

pre-industrial adj. of or relating to the ume before 
inclustrialization. 

prejudge vf 1 form a premature judgement on (a 
person, issuc, etc.). 2 pass judgement on (a person 
before a tial or proper inquiry. 0D preyuadgement vv. 

prejudice e 7. 1 aa preconceived opinion. b (toll 
by against. in favour of ) bias or partiality. 2 harm o 
injury that results or may result from some action 
or judgement (/o the prejudice of ). @ v.tr 1 impair the 
validity or force of (a right, statement, ek 

2 a (ofien as prejudiced adj.) cause (a person) to 
have a prejudice. b (as prejudiced adj.) not impat 
tial; bigoted. O without prejudice folicn foll. by 
for without detriment 

[from Latin pragudiciun| 


(to any existing right on 
claim 
prejudicial adj. causing prejucice; detrimental, 
0 prejudicially adi 


prelacy » //. -1es. 1 Church government by 


preponderate 


prelates, 2 (prec. by the)’prelates collectively. 3 the | Premium Bond 2. (also Premium Savings 


office or rank of prelate. [from medieval Latin 
puctatiu| 

prelate 7. a high ecclesiastical dignitary, e.g. 
a bishop. [from medieval Latin praelaius 


‘(one) placed before’| a prelatical ad). «a 


prelim 1. collog. 1 a preliminary exam- , 
ination, esp. at a university. 2 (in pl.) the 2 
pages preceding the text of a book. 

preliminary e ad. introductory, 
preparatory. @ n. (pl. -ies) (usu. in pl.) 
1 a preliminary action or arrange- 
ment. 2 a preliminary trial or contest. ‘ 
@ adv. (toll. by to) preparatory to; in ad- @ 
vance of. [based on Latm kimen iminis |“ 
‘threshold’| 5 preliminarily ado. 4 

pre-linguistic adj. existing or oc- ( 
curring before the development 


J 


upper 


premolars 


\ uppe 


premalars 


Bond) Bri, a government security without interest 
but with a draw for cash prizes. 
premolar 7. < (in an adult human) a 


tooth situated between the canines and 


/ molars. & pLNTIHON, fOOTH. 
oe premonition 7. a forewarning; a 
prescntiment. [based on Latin 


praemonilus ‘forewarned’] 
monitory ad. 
prenatal adj. of or concerning 
the period before birth. a pre- 
natally adv 
prenuptial adj. existing or 
/ occurring before marriage. 
preoccupation 7. 1 the 
state of being preoccupied. 
rf 2 a thing that engrosses the 


Oo pre- 


of language or the acquisition of c mind, [from Latin praeoc 
speech, . ' ¥ = ati) cupatio] 
: ; ; aay : 
preliterate adj. of or relating to a Jane | ! URE, Eee caky a i, (-1es. 
; OW?) OWE? I : i i 
society or culture that has not devel- : ks ! Pate -ied; 1 dominate the 
Pane necro: . premolars premolars PREMOLAR : : nN 
oped the use of writing. mind of (a pgrson) to 
prelude e 2. (often foll. by fo) 1 an PLAN OL HUMAN PREMOLAR the exclusion of other 


action, event, or situation serving as an 
introduction. 2 the introductory part of a 
poem ete. 3 a an introductory piece to a fugue 
suite, etc, ba short piece of music of a similar type, 
esp. for the piano. @ wl 1 serve as a prelude to. 
2 introduce with a prelude. (from medieval Latin 
praeludium| Q preludial ad). 

premarital adj. existing or (esp. of sexual relations 
occurring before marriage. 0 premaritally adi 

premature ad. 1 a occurrmg or done before the 
usual or proper time. b too hasty, 2 (of a baby) born 
(esp. three or more weeks) before the end of the full 
term of gestation. [from Latin praematurus “very 
carly | 0 prematurely ad. prematurity 7. 

pre-med 2, collog. 1 = rri-mibication, 2 (premed) a 
preme«tical course or stuclent. 

premedical adj. of or relatmg to study in prepar- 
ation for a course in medicine, 

pre-medication 7. medication to prepare for an 
operation or other treatment. 

premeditate »/, think out or plan (an 
beforehand. [based on Latin praemeditatus premedi- 
tated’| 6 premeditation 7. 


action 


premenstrual «dj. of, occurring, or experienced 
before menstruation. 0 premenstrually ad 

premenstrual syndrome 7. any of a complex of 
symptoms (including tension, fluid retention, ete, 
experienced by some women in the day 
ately before menstruation. 

premier @ ». (usu. Premier) a prime minister 01 
other head of government. @ ad. 1 first m impor- 
tance, order, or ume. 2 of earliest creation | prenie 
earl). {from Old French, hterally “first’] 0 premier- 
ship 1. 

premiere /prem-i-air/ (also premiere) e 1, the 
lirst performance or showing of a play or film, @ wf 
vive a premiere of [French fem. of prenuer ‘first’| 


imminecdi- 


premillennial ad). existing or occurring belore the 
millennium, esp. with reference to the prophesied 
second coming of Christ. 


premise e 7. /prem-iss/ 1 Logic = paiauiss. 2 (in pl. 
a house or building with its grounds and appur- 
tenances. @ od; /pri-myz/ say or write by way ol 
introduction. G on the premises in the building 
etc, concerned. {from medieval Latin praenissa 
(propositio) (proposivion) set mn front’ | 
premiss 1. Bri. Logic a previous statement from 
which another is inferred. [variant of pri aust | 
premium 7. (//. premiums) 1 an amount to be 
paid for a contract of insurance. 2 a sum added to 
3 a reward or prize 
4 valtrth. of best quality and 
therefore Oo at a premium 
1 above the usual or nominal price. 2 scarce and in 
demand, put a premium on I provide or act as 
an incentive to. 2 attach special value to, [from 
Latin fpraeniuun “booty, rew ud | 


interest, wages, charges, ct 


of a commodity 


more expensive 


DINTTETON 


thoughts. 2 (as preoccu- 

pied adj.) otherwise 
engrossed; mentally distracted. 3 occupy before- 
hand. 

preordain 2/7 ordain or determine beforehand. 

pre-owned adj. csp. (’S second-hand. 

prep'e 2. colloy. 1 Bril. a school work done outside 
lessons, esp. in an independent school. b a period 
when this is done. 2 (Sa student mn a preparatory 
school. @ aitrih.adj. Brit. 1 relating to work set as prep 
or the time allocated for this. 2 relating to educa- 
lion in a preparatory school ( prep department). 

prep’ ». (prepped, prepping) collog. 1 t N. Amer. 
prepare, make reacly or suitable. 2 ini US prepare 
oneself for an event. 

prep. abbr. preposition, 

pre-pack ¢./7, (also pre-package) pack (goods) on 
the site of production or before retail. 

prepaid /as/ and pas! part. of rrivay. 

preparation 7. 1 the act or an instance of prepar- 
ing: the process of being prepared. 2 (often in pl. 
something done to make ready. 3 a specially 
prepared substance. 4 = privt a. L. [from Latin 
pracparato| 

preparatory e adj. 1b (often foll. by fo) serving to 
prepare; introductory. 2 Brit. = priv’ adj. 2. @ adi 
often foll, by a) in a preparatory manner. [related 
to PkLP\kL.| O preparatorily adi: 

preparatory school 7. 
preparing pupils Br. for esp. a public school or LS 
lor college or university. 


a usu. private school 


prepare @. 1 /: make or get ready for use, consider- 
ation, etc. 2 fx make ready or assemble (food ete. 
lor cating, 3 a & make (a person or oneself) ready 
or disposed in some way. b int get ready. O be 
prepared 1 (usu. foll. ly for) be ready or disposed. 
2 (loll. by fo} be willing to. [from Latin praeparare “to 
make ready belore’] 0 preparer 1. 


a Usage Whe use of he prepared in the sense ‘be will- 
ing’ was criticized in the past by some authoritie 
hut it is now established usage 


preparedness 1. a state of readiness, esp. for war 

prepay vl: (fas! and past part. prepaid) 1 pay 
charge, in ady 
before posting 


ice, 2 pay postage on 1a letter etc 
0 prepayable ad). prepayment 1 
prepense «i. 
deliberate. intentional. [earlier prepenved: trom Old 
Preneh papenser to think before’] o prepensely ad 


usu. placed after noun) esp. Laz 


pre-plan 


Inadvanee 


), pre-planned. pre-planning) plan 


preponderant . 
number, or importance 
preponderantly 


surpassing in influence, power 
O preponderance 
loll. In an La le 


preponderate tien 


preposition 


greater in influence, quantity, or number. 
b predominate. 2 a be of greater importance. 
b weigh more. [based on Latin praeponderatus 
‘outweighed’ 

preposition 7. Gram. a word governing \and usu. 
preceding) a noun or pronoun and expressing a 
relation to another word or element, e.g, ‘came after 
cinner’, ‘what did you do it /or?’. (from Latin prae- 
positio| O prepositional ad). prepositionally adv. 

prepossess 1/7, 1 (usu. in passive) (of an idea, feel- 
ing, etc.) take possession of (a person); imbue. 
2 a prejudice (usu. favourably and spontaneously). 
b (as prepossessing adj.) attractive, appealing. 
0 prepossession 1. 

preposterous adj. 1 utterly absurd; outrageous, 
2 contrary to nature, reason, or common sense. 
[from Latin praeposterus ‘reversed, absurd’] 0 pre- 
posterously adv. preposterousness n. 

preppy (also preppie) V. Amer. collog. @ n. { pl. -ies) 
a person attending an expensive private school or 
who looks hike such a person (with short hair, blazer, 
etc.). @ adj. (preppier, preppiest) 1 like a preppy. 
2 neat and fashionable. 

pre-prandial adj. formal or joc. before dinner or 
lunch. 

pre-print n. a printed document issued in advance 
of general publication. 

pre-process v./7, sulject to a preliminary process- 
ing. 

pre-processor 7. a computer program that modi- 


fies data to conform with the input requirements of 


another program. 

pre-production 7. work done on a film, broadcast, 
etc. before production begins (usu. alfrib: pre 
production discussions). 

pre-program 7/: |-programmed, -program- 
ming) program (a computer etc.) beforehand. 

prep school 7. = prirarvrory SCHOOL. 

pre-pubescent e a). (also pre-pubertal) 1 occur- 
ring prior to puberty. 2 that has not yet reached 
puberty. @ 7. a pre-pubescent boy or girl. 

pre-publication e a/trib.adj. produced or occurring 
before publication. @ 7. publication in advance or 
beforehand. 

prepuce ”. l= roxcsaiy. 2 the fold of skin surround- 
ing the clitoris. [from Latin praeputium| O preputial 
adj. 


PRE-RAPHAELITE 


The Pre-Raphaelites, formed in 1818 
were a coalition of British artists united in 
their distaste for formal academic art anc 
the neoclassical style dominating the art of 
the early 19th century. The principal 
members of the movement were Holman 
Hunt, John Everett Millais, and Dante 
Gabriel Rosset. Despite individual 
| differences, the group shared certain 
characteristics of style, looking to the past 
for inspiration and dealing primarily with 
rehgious, historical, and hterary subjects. 
They painted clirectly from nature and 
tried to represent historical events exactly 
as they might have occurred. 


Horatio Disc if} 


ring the Madnes, of Ophelia \ 1864), 


DANTI GABRIEL ROSSETTI 
PIMELLINI 
1500 1550 1600 ne: 1700 1s 


presentation 


pre-qualify wii qualify in advance, esp. in 
advance of a sporting event. 

prequel x7. a story, film, etc., whose events or 
concerns precede those of an existing work, 

Pre-Raphaelite e 7. ¥ a member of a group of 
English |9th-c, artists emulating the work of Ital- 
ian artists from before the time of Raphael. @ ad). 
1 of or relating to the Pre-Raphaelites. 2 (pre- 
Raphaelite) (esp. of a woman) like a type painted 
by a Pre-Raphaelite (e.g. with long thick curly 
auburn hair). Q Pre-Raphaelitism 7. 

pre-record »./7, (esp. as pre-recorded adj.) record 
(esp. material for broadcasting) in advance. 

prerequisite @ adj. required as a precondition. e@ 7. 
a prerequisite thing, 


w Usage See Usage Note at pirat isire. 


prerogative 7. 1 a right or privilege exclusive to an 
individual or class, 2 (in full royal prerogative) 
Brit. the right of the sovercign, theoretically subject 
to no restriction. {from Latin praerogativa ‘privilege’ | 

Pres. abbi. President. 

presage /press-ij/ e 7. 1 an omen or portent. 2 a 
presentiment or foreboding. @ v./r 1 portend, fore- 
shadow. 2 give warning of (an event ete.) by natural 
means. 3 (of a person) predict or have a presenti- 
ment of. [from Latin praesagzum| 

presbyopia 7. long-sightedness caused by loss of 
elasticity of the eye lens, occurring esp. in middle 
and old age. [base don Gree k presbus ‘old man’ + ops 
dpos “eye | O presbyopic ad). 

presbyter ». 1 (in the Episcopal Church) a minister 
of the second order; a priest. 2 (in the Presbyterian 
Church) an elder [from Greek presbuteros ‘elder’| 
0 presbyteral «dj. presbyterate n. presbyterial 
ad). 

Presbyterian e adj. (of a Church) governed by 
elders all of equal rank, esp. with reference to the 
national Church of Scotland. @ 7. a member of a 
Presbyterian Church. [based on ecclesiastical Latin 
presbylerium “presbytery’] 0 Presbyterianism 1. 

presbytery 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the eastern part of a 
chancel beyond the choir. 2 a a body of presbyters. 
b a district represented by this. 3 the house of a 
Roman Catholic priest. [from Greck presbuierion| 

pre-school ad. of or relating to the time before a 
child ts old enough to go to school. o pre-schooler 7. 


THUG 185) WOU 1456, 
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prescient /press-i-ént/ adj. having foreknowledge 
or foresight. [from Latin praesctent- ‘knowing before- 
hand’] O prescience n. presciently adv. 

prescribe v. 1 i a advise the use of (a medicine 
etc.), esp. by an authorized prescription. b recom- 
mend, esp. as a benefit. 2 ¢& lay down or impose 
authoritatively. 3 mir (foll. by to, for) assert a 
prescriptive right or claim. [from Latin praescribere 
‘to direct in writing’] 0 prescriber n. 


a Usage Prescribe, meaning ‘advise, recommend, 
impose authoritatively’, is sometimes confused with 
proscribe, meaning ‘to forbid’. Note the difference in 
sense between prescribed drugs and proscribed drugs. 


prescript 7. an ordinance, law, or command. [from 
Latin praescriptum| 

prescription 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
prescribing. 2 a a doctor’s (usu. written) instruction 
for the composition and use of a medicine. b a 
medicine prescribed. [from Latin praescnipizo| 

prescriptive ad. 1 prescribing. 2 Linguasius 
concerned with or laying down rules of usage. 
Q prescriptively adv. prescriptiveness 7. 
prescriptivism 7. prescriptivist 7. & ad). 

pre-select 1/7 select in advance. 0 pre-selection 
n. pre-selective ad). 

pre-selector 7. any of various devices for selecting 
a mechanical or electrical operation in advance of 
its execution, e.g. of a gear change in a motor ve- 
hicle. 

presence 7. 1 the state or condition of being 
present. 2 a place where a person is. 3 a a person’s 
appearance or bearing, esp. when unposing, b a 
person’s force of personality (esp. have presence). 4a 
person or thing that is present. 3 representation for 
reasons of political influence (maintained a presence). 
O in the presence of in front of; observed by. 
[from Latin praesentia] 

presence of mind 7. calmness and self-command 
in sudden difficulty etc. 

present! /prez-ent/.e ad. 1 (usu. predic.) being in 
the place in question. 2 a now existing, occurnng, 
or being’ such (the present Duke). b now being con- 
sidered etc. (in the present case). 3 Gram. expressing an 
action etc. now going on or habitually performed 
( present tense). @ n. (prec. by the) 1 the time now pass- 
ing (no time like the prdsent), 2 Gram. the present tense. 
0 at present now. for the present I just now. 
2 as far as the present is concerned. [from Latin 
praesent- ‘being at hand’| 

present? /pri-zent/ @ vt 1 introduce, offer, or 
exhibit, esp. for public attention or consideration. 
2 a (with a thing as object, foll. by ¢o) offer, award, 
or give as a gifi (to a person), esp. formally or cere- 
monially, b (with a person as object, foll. by zzth) 
make available to; cause to have (presents us with a 
problem). 3 a (of a company, producer, etc.) put (a 
form of entertainment) before the public. b (of a 
performer, compére, etc.) introduce or put before 
an audience. 4 introduce (a person) formally (may J 
present my fiancé?). 5 offer, give (compliments etc.). 
6 a (of a circumstance) reveal (some quality etc.) 
(this presents some difficulty). b exhibit ( presented a rough 
exterior). 7 (of an idea etc.) offer or suggest itself. 
8 deliver (a cheque, bill, etc.) for acceptance or 
payment. 9 a (usu. foll, by at) aim (a weapon). 
b hold out (a weapon) in a position for auming. @n. 
the position of prese nung arms in_ salute. 
0 present arms hold a rifle etc. vertically in front 
of the body as a salute. present oneself 1 appear. 
2 come forward for examination etc. [from Latin 
praesentare| O presenter n. (esp. in sense 3b of 2 

present? /pres-ent/ a gift; a thing given or 
presented. oO make a present of give as a gift, 
[from Old French, originally in phrase mettre une 
chose en present a quelqu'un ‘to put a thing into the 
presence of a person’ | 

presentable adj. 1 of good appearance; fit to be 
presented to other people. 2 fit for presentation. 
O presentability 7. presentably adz. 


presentation 7. 1 a the act or an instance of 


ee 


present-day 


pressure 


presenting; the process of being presented. b a 
thing presented. 2 the manner or quality of 
presenting. 3 a demonstration or display of mater- 
ials, information, etc.; a lecture. [from Late Latin 
praesentatio| 0 presentational ad). presentation- 
ally adv. 
present-day afiib.adj. of this time; modern. 
presentient adj. (often foll. by of ) having a presen- 
timent. 
presentiment 7, a vague expectation; a forebod- 
ing (esp. of misfortune). 
presently adv. 1 soon; after a short time. 2 esp. 
N. Amer, & Se. at the present time; now. 
presentment n. the act of presenting information, 
esp. a statement on oath by a jury of a fact known 
to them. 
preservation 7. 1 the act of preserving or process 
of being preserved. 2 a state of being well or badly 
preserved. 
preservationist 7. a supporter or advocate 
of preservation, esp. of antiquities and historic 
buildings. 
preservative @ 7. < a 
substance for preserving 
perishable foodstuffs, 
wood, etc. @ adj. tend- 
ing to preserve. 
preserve @ ul: la 
keep safe or free from 
harm, decay, etc. b keep 
alive (a name, memory, 
etc.). 2 maintain (a thing) 
in its existing state. 3 retain 
(a quality or condition). 
4 a treat or refrigerate 
(food) to prevent decom- 
position or fermentation. 
b prepare (fruit) by boiling it with sugar, for long- 
term storage. 5 keep (game, a river, etc.) 
undisturbed for private use. @ 7. (in sing or pl.) 
1 preserved fruit; jam. 2 a place where game or fish 
etc. are preserved. 3 a sphere or area of activity 
regarded as a person’s own. [from Late Latin 
praeservare| O preservable ad). preserver 7. 
pre-set w./7, (-setting; past and past part. -set) I set 
or fix (a device) in advance of its operation. 2 settle 
or decide beforehand. 
pre-shrunk adj. (of a fabric or garment) treated so 
that it shrinks during manufacture and not in use. 


PRESERVATIVE: 
PICKLING SPICE 


preside v ini. 1 (often foll. by at, over) be in a position 
of authority, esp. as the chairperson or president of 
a meeting. 2 exercise control or authority. [from 
Latin praesidére ‘to sit before’ | 

presidency 1. (//. -ies) 1 the office of president. 
2 the period of this. [from medieval Latin praesedentia| 

president 7. 1 the head of a republican state. 2 the 
head of a society or council etc. 3 the head 
of certain colleges. 4 \. Amer a the head of 
a university. b the head of a company etc. 5 a 
person in charge of a meeting, council, etc. [related 
to presipt}] O presidential ad. presidentially 
adu, 

president-elect 7. (//. presidents-elect) a presi- 
dent who has been elected but has not yet taken up 
office. 

presidium 7. (also praesidium) a standing execu- 
tive committee in a Communist country. [irom 
Latin praesidium ‘protection’ | 

press'e v. 1 tr apply steady force to (a thing in 
contact) (press a switch; pressed the two surfaces together). 
2 tr, a compress or apply pressure to (a thing) to flat- 
ten, shape, or smooth it, as by ironing (gol the curtains 
pressed). b squeeze (a fruit etc.) to extract its juice. 
c manufacture (a gramophone record etc.) by 
moulding under pressure. 3 ¢ (foll. by out of, from, 
etc.) squeeze (juice etc.). 4 #; embrace or caress by 
squeezing (pressed my hand). 5 intr. (foll. by on, against, 
etc.) exert pressure. 6 mf be urgent; demand 
immediate action (time was pressing). 7 intr (foll. by 
for) make an insistent demand. 8 mur. (foll. by up, 


PRESS FOR 
EXTRACTING JUICE 
FROM FRUIT 


round, etc.) form a crowd. 9 intr. (foll. by on, forward, 
etc.) hasten insistently. 10 & (often in passive) (of an 
enemy etc.) bear heavily on. 11 ¢ (often foll. by for, 
or to + infin.) urge or entreat (pressed me to stay; 
pressed me for an answer), 12 ty (foll. by on, upon) a put 
forward or urge (an opinion, claim, or course of 
action). b insist on the acceptance of (an offer, a 
eift, etc.). 13 é sist on (did not press the point). 14 intr: 
(foll. by on) produce a strong mental or moral 
impression; oppress; weigh heavily. 15 intr Golf try 
too hard for a long shot etc. and so strike the ball 
imperfectly. en. 1 the act or an mstance of pressing 
(give 1 a slight press). 2 a & a device for compressing, 
flattening, shaping, extracting juice, etc. (trouser 
press; flower press; wine press). b a frame for preserving 
the shape of a racket when not in use. ¢ a machine 
that applies pressure to a workpiece by means of a 
tool, in order to punch shapes, bend it, etc. 3 = 
PRINTING PRESS, 4 (prec. by éhe) a the art or practice of 
printing. b newspapers, journalists, etc., generally 
or collectively (read ut in the press; pursued by the press). 
5 a notice or piece of publicity in newspapers etc. 
(got a good press). 6 (Press) a a printing house or 
establishment. b a publishing company. 7 a crowd- 
ing. b a crowd (of people etc.). 8 the pressure of 
affairs. 9 esp. &: & Sc. a large usu. shelved 
cupboard. 0 at (or in) press (or the press) being 
printed. be pressed for have barely enough (ime 
etc.), go (or send) to press go or send to be 
printed. press the button 1 sect machinery in 
motion. 2 collog. initiate an action or train of 
events. [from Latin pressare ‘to keep pressing’ | 

press’ e wt, 1 hist. force to serve in the army or 
navy. 2 bring into use as a makeshift (zwas pressed into 
service). @ n. hist. compulsory enlistment, esp. in the 
navy. [alteration of obsolete prest ‘to pay on enlist- 
ment’: from Latin praestare ‘to furnish’ | 

press agent 7. a person employed to attend to 
advertising and press publicity. 

press box 7. a reporters’ enclosure, esp. at a sports 
event. 

press-button 7. © atinb.ad). Brit. = vv si-Burton. 

press conference 7. an interview given to a 
number of journalists, 

press cutting 7. a cutting taken from a newspaper 
Cher, 

pressed steel ». stecl moulded under pressure, 

press gallery 7. a gallery for reporters, esp. in a 
legislative assembly, 

press-gang e 7. 1 /ust, a body of men employed to 
press men into service in the army or navy, 2 any 
group using simular coercive methods. @ wir force 


to service. 

pressie var. of PRrzvit. 

pressing e ad. 1 urgent ( pressing business), 2 a urging 
strongly (a pressing wivilation). b persistent, impor- 
tunate (since you are so pressing). @ n. 1a thing made by 
pressing, esp. a gramophone record. 2 a series of 
these made at one time. 3 the act or an instance ol 
pressing a thing, esp. a gramophone record, grapes. 
etc. (all al une pressing). O pressingly ad). 


pressman 7. (f/. -men) 1 a journalist. 2 an oper- 
ator of a printing press. 

pressmark n. Brij. a library shelf mark showing 
the location of a book etc. 

press-on adj. that can be pressed or ironed on to 
something. 

press release 7. an official statement issued to 
newspapers for information. 

press stud 7. Bri. a small fastening device engaged 
by pressing its two halves together. 

press-up 7. Brii. an exercise in which the prone 
body is raised from the legs or trunk upwards 
by pressing down on the hands to straighten the 
arms. 

pressure e 7. 1 a W the exertion of continuous 
force on or against a body by another in contact 
with it. b the force exerted. ¢ the amount of this 
(expressed by the force on a unit area) (atmospheric 
pressure). 2 urgency; the need to meet a deadline etc. 
(work under pressure). 3 affliction or difficulty (under 
Jinancial pressure). 4 constraining influence (if pressure 
1s brought to bear). @ v.tr, 1 apply (esp. psychological or 
moral} pressure to. 2 (often foll. by zto) persuade; 
coerce (was pressured into attending), 


PRESSURE 


Pressure may be exerted by solids, liquids, 
and gases, and is normally measured in 
newtons per square metre. In the experi- 
ment shown here, a liquid (water) in a tall 
tank exerts pressure on the sides of the 
tank. The water escapes more quickly 
from holes at the bottom of the tank com- 
pared to holes at the top. This 1s because 
pressure exerted by the water is greatest 
at the bottom of the tank, due to the 
weight of the water above it. 
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pressure cooker 


PRESSURE COOKER 


Inside a sealed pressure cooker, air pres- 
sure is increased by heating water to 
produce steam. The higher pressure raises 
both the boiling point of the water and 
the temperature of the steam, so that food 
suspended inside cooks more quickly. 
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pressure cooker 7. A an airtight pan for cooking 
quickly under steam pressure. 0 pressure-cook «./): 

pressure gauge ”v. a gauge showing the pressure of 
steam etc, 

pressure group ”. a group or association formed 
to promote a particular interest or cause by intlu- 
encing public policy, 

pressure point 7. 1 ¥ a point where an artery can 
be pressed against a bone to inhibit bleeding. 2 a 
point on the skin sensitive to pressure. 3a target for 
political pressure or influence. 

pressure suit 7. an inflatable suit for flying at a 
high altitude. 


PRESSURE POINT 


Bleeding from a wound can be 

controlled by applying pressure 

directly to it, or by applying 

pressure to certaim points on the 

body (pressure points) where it is 

possible to press an artery 

against underlying bone. 

By pressing the appro- —— 

priate artery, the flow 2 i, 

of blood from the —_ 
| heart to the myured 

part of the body 

will be reduced. 
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pressurize 7/7. (also -ise) 1 (esp. as pressurized 
adj.) maintain normal atmospheric pressure in (an 
aircraft cabin etc.) at a high altitude. 2 raise to a 
high pressure. 3 pressure (a person). 0 pressuriza- 
tion 7. 

pressurized-water reactor 7. a nuclear reactor 
in which the coolant is water at high pressure. 

Prestel 7. prop (in the UB) the computerized visual 
information system operated by British Telecom, 

prestidigitator 7. formal a conjuror. [from French 
prestidigitateur| 0 prestidigitation pn, 

prestige /press-teezh/ n. 1 respect, reputation, or 
influence derived from achievements, power, asso- 
ciations, etc. 2 (altrib.) having or conferring prestige. 
(French, literally “illusion, glamour’| 

prestigious /press-tij-tis/ ad. having or showing 
prestige. [originally in sense ‘deceptive’: based on 
Latin praestigiae ‘juggler’s tricks’) O prestigiously adi. 

presto e adv. & adj. \fus. n quick tempo. @ 7. ( pi. -os) 
Mus, a presto passage or movement. @ in/. = HEY 
presto! {from Latin praesto ready’) 

prestressed ad. strengthened by stressing in 
advance, esp. of concrete by means of stretched 
rods or wires put in during manufacture. 

presumably «di. as may reasonably be presumed. 

presume ». 1 ¢ suppose to be truc; take for 
erantecl. 2 f a take the hhberty; be impudent 
enough (presumed to question their authority). b dare, 
venture (may I presume to ask), 3 intr. be presumptu- 
ous. 4 intr. ifoll. by on, upon) take advantage of or 
make unscrupulous use of (a person’s good nature 
etc,). [from Latin praesumere “to anticipate, venture’ | 
a presumable ad). 

presumption 7. 1 arrogance; presumptuous 
behaviour. 2 a the act of presuming a thing to be 
truc. b a thing that is or may be presumed to be 
true. 3 a ground for presuming (a strong presumption 
against thetr being guilty). [fvom Latin praesumptio| 

presumptive ad. viving grounds for presumption 
\ presumplie evidence). 0 presumptively adi. 

presumptuous ad), widuly or overbearingly confi- 
dent. [related to pristm.] O presumptuously adr, 
presumptuousness /. 
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presuppose 2/7: 1 assume beforchand. 2 imply. 

presupposition 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
presupposing, 2 a thing assumed beforehand as the 
basis of argument etc. 

pre-tax afirih.ad. (of income or profits) before the 
deduction of taxes. 

pre-teen adj. of or relating to a child just under the 
age of thirteen. 

pretence 7. (US pretense) 1 pretending, make- 
believe. 2 a a pretext or excuse (on the slightest 
pretence). b a false show of intentions or motives 
(under the pretence of friendship). 3 foll. by to) a claim 
(has no pretence to any great talent). 4 a affectation, 
display. b ostentation (séipped of all pretence). [from 
Anglo-French pretense| 

pretend e:. 1 # claim or assert falsely so as to 
deceive (pretend knowledge, pretended that they were 
foreigners). 2 b. imagine to oneself in play ( pretended to 
be monsters, pretended il way night). 3 tr. a profess (does 
not pretend to be a scholar). b (as pretended adj.) 
falsely claum to be such (@ pretended frend). 4 intr. 
(foll. by ¢o) a lay claim to {a right or title etc,). 
b profess to have (a quality etc.). @ ad. collog. 
pretended; in pretence ( pretend money). [from French 
prétendre| 

pretender 7. 1 a person who claims a throne or 
tide ctc. 2 a person who pretends. 

pretense (/S var. of vrvrence. 

pretension 7. | a an assertion of a claim. b a justi- 
fiable claim (has no pretensions to the name; has some 
pretensions to be included). 2 pretentiousness. [from 
medieval Latin praetensio, related to preriny| 

pretentious adj. 1 making an excessive claim to 
great merit or importance. 2 ostentatious. 0 pre- 
tentiously adi. pretentiousness 7. 

preter- comb. form more than. [from Latin praeter 
‘past, beyond’ 

preterite (L’S also preterit) Gram. @ adj. expressing 
a past action or state, @ 7, a preterite tense or form. 
[from Latin praetenius| 

pre-term ad. @ ad. born or occurring prema- 
turely. | ’ 

preternatural ad. outside the ordinary course of 
nature: supernatural D preternaturally adv. 

pretext 7. Lan ostensible reason or intention, 2 an 
excuse offered. 0 om (or under the pretext (foll. 
by of, or thal + clause) professing as one’s object 
or imtention. [from Latin praelevtus ‘outward 
cisplay’] 

pretor (Svar. of pravior. 

pretreat «/r. treat beforehand. o pretreatment 7. 

prettify «/ (-ies, -ied) make pretty esp. in an 
affected way. o prettification 7. 

pretty e ad. (prettier, prettiest) 1 attractive in a 
delicate way without being truly beautiful or hand- 
some (@ pretty child: a pretty dress). 2 tine or good of its 
kind \a pretty wet). 3 collog. tron. considerable, fine 
(a pretty penny. a pretty mesy you have made. 
e@ ad. collog. fairly, moderately; considerably (am 
pretty well, find it pretty difficull,. @ n.\ pl. -ies) a pretty 
person. @ ¢.fr \-ies, -ied) make pretty or attractive. 
0 pretty much (or nearly or well) alloy. almost; 
very nearly, [Old English] 0 prettily adv. pretti- 
ness Ji. 

pretty-pretty a). Bril. tov pretty. 

pretzel 1. ¥ a crisp knot-shaped or stick-shaped 
salted biscuit. [German] 
prevail 7.in/). 1 be victorious 
or gain mastery. 2 be the 
more usual or pre- 
domimant. 3 exist or 
occur in general use 
or exptricnce. 4 (foll, 
by on, upon) per- 
suade. [from Latin 
pracvalen “to have 
power oyer’| 


PRETZELS 


prevailing wind 


prevailing wind n. the wind that most frequently 
occurs at a place. 

prevalent /prev-a-lént/ ad. 1 generally existing 
or occurring. 2 predominant. [from Latin praeva- 
lent- ‘powerful’] 0 prevalence n. 

prevaricate vintr 1 speak or act evasively or 
misleadingly. 2 quibble, equivocate. [from Latin 
praevarivart praevarical- ‘to walk crookedly, practise 
collusion’] o prevarication n. prevaricator 7. 


a Usage Prevaricate is often confused with procrasti- 
nate, which means ‘to deter or put off an action’. 


prevent w/r. stop from happening or doing some- 
thing; hinder; make impossible (the weather prevented 
me from going). [based on Latin praeventus hindered’ | 
0 preventable ad). (also preventible). preventer 
n. prevention 7. 


g Usage The use of prevent in sense | without from, 
as In prevented me going, is informal. An acccptable 
alternative is prevented my going. 


preventative ad. & n. = preventive. 

preventive e adj. serving to prevent, esp. prevent- 
ing disease, breakdown, etc. (preventive medicine: 
preventive maintenance). @ nm. a preventive agent, 
measure, drug, etc. O preventively adv. 

preview e 7. 1 the act of secing in advance. 2 a the 
showing of a film, play, exhibition, etc., before the 
official opening. b (.. Amer also prevue) a film 
trailer. @ z./. see or show in advance. 

previous e ad. 1 coming before in ume or order 
( previous afternoon, previous allempts). 2 callog. done or 
acting hastily. e adv. (foll. by to) before (had called 
previous to writing). [from Latin praccius| O previ- 
ously adi. 

pre-war adj. cxisting, occurring, or built before a 


war, esp. the First or Second World War. 


a Usage Pre-war should not be used as an adverb, 
e.g. Pre-war, my father used to smoke. Before the war is 
preferable. 


pre-wasH e@ 7. a preliminary wash, esp. as 
performed in an automatic washing machine. @ 7./r. 
give a preliminary wash to, esp. before putting on 
sale. 

prey e ». 1 an animal that is hunted or killed by 
another for food. 2 (foll. by fo) a person or thing that 
is influenced by or. vulnerable to (something un- 
desirable) (became a prey to morbid fears). @ i intr. (foll. 
by on, upon) 1 seek or take as prey. 2 make a victim 


of. 3 (of a disease. emotion, etc.) exert a harmful, 


influence ( fear preved on hiy mind). {from Latin praeda 
‘booty | 


_prezzie i. (also pressie: Bri. collog. a present or 


ealt. 

priapic adj. phallic 

priapism 7. 1 lewdness, licentiousness. 2. Med. 
persistent erection of the penis. [based on Prapos. 
god of procreation] 

price e 7. 1 a the amount of money or goods for 
which a thing is bought or sold. b value or worth 
(a pearl of greal price. beyond price). 2 what is or must be 
given, clone, sacrificed, etc.. to obtain or achieve 
something. 3 the odds in hetting (s/arluig price), @ 0.17. 
1 fix or find the price of (a thing for sale), 2 estimate 
the value of. 0 above (ur beyond or without 
price so valuable that no price can be stated. at 
any price no matter what the cost, sacrifice, etc. 
(peace al any price). at a price at a high cost. price 
on a person’s head a reward for a person's 
capture or death. price oneself out of the 
market lose to one’s competitors by charging 
more than customers are willing to pay. set a price 
on declare the price of. what price ...? collog. 
1 what is the chance of ...? (whal price your finishing 
the course). 2 iron. the expected or much boasted 
proves disappointing (what price your friendship now?). 
[v.: from Latin pretium; o: a variant of archaic prise] 
oO priced adj. (also n comb... pricer n. 

price-fixing 7. the maintaining of prices at a 


certain level by agreement between competing sell- 
crs. 

priceless adj. 1 invaluable. 2 collog. very amusing or 
absurd. 0 pricelessly adi. 

price ring 1. a group of traders acting illegally to 
control certain prices. 

price-sensitive adj. 1 (of a product) whose sales 
are greatly influenced by its price. 2 (of informa- 
tion) that would affect prices if it were made public. 

price tag 7. } the label on an item showing its price. 
2 the cost of an undertaking. 

price war 2. fierce competition among traders 
cutting prices. 

pricey adj. (also pricy) (pricier, priciest) collog. 
expensive. 

prick e « 1 / pierce slightly; make a small hole in. 
2 ¢r. (foll. by off; out) mark with small holes or dots. 
3 tr trouble mentally (my conscience is pricking me). 
4 intr. feel a pricking sensation. 5 intr (foll. by al, into, 
ete.) make a thrust as if to prick. 6 & (foll. by mm, off. 
out) plant (seedlings etc.) in small holes pricked in 
the earth. 7 &: Brit. archaic mark off (a name ina hist) 
by pricking. 8 @ archaic spur or urge on (a horse 
etc.). @ 2. 1 the act or an instance of pricking. 2 a 
small hole or mark made by pricking. 3 a pain 
caused as by pricking, 4 a mental pain ( felt the pricks 
of conscience). 5 coarse slang a the penis. b derog. (as a 
term of contempt) a man. 6 archaw a goad for oxen. 
o kick against the pricks persist in futile re- 
sistance. prick up one’s ears I (of a dog etc.) 
make the ears erect when on the alert. 2 sof a 
person) become suddenly attentive. {Old English| 
Oo pricker vn. 

pricket n. a male fallow deer in its second year, 
having straight unbranched horns. 

prickle e 7. 1 aa small thorn. b Sof. a thornlike 
process developed from the epidernus of a plant. 
2 a hard-pointed spine of a hedgehog ctc. 3 a 
prickling sensation. @ z./; G intr, affect or be affected 
with a Sensation as of pricking, [Old English| 

prickly ad. (prickher, prickliest) 1 having 
prickles. 2 ready to take offence. 3  tngling. 
0 prickliness 1. 

prickly heat 1. an itchy inflammation of the skin, 
causing a tingling sensaGon and common in hot 
countrics. 

prickly pear v7. 1 any cactus of the genus Opuntia. 
native to arid regions of America, bearing large 
pear-shaped prickly fruits, 2 W its fruit. 


PRICKLY PEAR 
(Opuntia ficus indica 


prickly poppy ”. a tropical poppy. -lryenone mew 
cana, With prickly leaves and yellow flowers. 

pricy var. of pRicrs. 

pride e 7. 1 aa fceling of clation or satisfaction at 
achievements or qualities or possessions ete. that do 
one eredit. b prec. by the, foll. by of) the object of 
this feeling (the pride of the museum’ collection). 2 a high 
or overbearing opinion of one’s worth or import- 
ance. 3 (in full proper pride; a proper sense of 
what befits one’s position: self-respect. 4a group (ol 
animals, esp. lions). 3 esp. (derary the best condiuon: 
the prime. @ wef. (loll. by on, upon) be proud of. 
amy, his. ctc. pride and joy a thing of which one 
is very proud. take pride (or a pride) in 1 be 


primary school 


proud of. 2 maintain in good condition or appear- 
ance. [Old English] 0 prideful ad. pridefully 
adi. 

pride of place x. the most important or prominent 
position, 

pride of the morning 7. a mist or shower al 
sunrise supposedly indicating a fine day to come. 

prie-dieu /prec-d’yer/ n. (pl. prie-dieux pronunc. 
same) a kneeling-desk for prayer. [French, literally 
‘pray God’ 

priest 7. 1 an ordained minister of the Roman 
Catholic or Orthodox Church, or of the Anglican 
Church (above a deacon and below a bishop). 2 an 
official minister of a non-Christian religion. [from 
ecclesiastical Latin presbyter] 0 priestlike ad). 

priestess 7. a female priest of a non-Christian reli- 
gion. 

priesthood 7. (usu. prec. by /ke) 1 the office or posi- 
tion of priest. 2 priests in general. 

priest-in-charge 7. (f/. priests-in-charge) a 
minister in charge of a parish which for the time 
being lacks an incumbent priest. 

priestly ad. of or associated with priests. 

priest’s hole x. fist. a Iiding place for a Roman 
Catholic priest during times of religious persecu- 
tion. 

prig 2. a self-righteous or moralistic person. [1] 6th- 
century slang in sense ‘tinker’, hence ‘an 
unpleasant person’] Q priggery n. priggish ad). 
priggishly adv. priggishness ». 

prim adj. (primmer, primmest) I stiffly formal 
and precise. 2 (of a woman or girl) demure. 3 prud- 
ish. []8th-century coinage] G primly adi. 
primness 7. 

prima ballerina /pree-mai/ 7. (//. prima 
ballerinas) the chief female dancer in a ballet or 
ballet company. [Italian] 

primacy #. (//. -ies, 1 pre-eminence. 2 the office of 
a primate. [from medieval Latin primatia| 

prima donna /pree-m/ 7. (//. prima donnas) 
1 the chief female singer in an opera or opera 
company, 2 a temperamentally — self-1mmportant 
person. [Italian] 

primaeval var. of rina. 

prima facie /pry-mi fay-shec/ e adv. at first sight 
iseems prima facie to be guilty . @ adj. (of evidence: based 
on the first impression (can see a prima facie reason foi 
i), [Latin] 

primal ad. 1 primitive, primeval. 2 chicf, funda- 
mental. [from medieval Latin primalis] 

primary e dj. 1 a of the first importance: chicf 
(hat ts our primary concern). b fundamental, basic. 
2 carlicst, original; first in a series. 3 of the first 
rank in a series; not derived (the primary meaning of a 
word). 4 (of a battery or cell) generating electricity 
by irreversible chemical reaction. 5 \of education) 
for children below the age of 11. 6 (Primary) Geol. 
of the lowest series of strata. 7 Biol. belonging to 
the first stage of development. 8 (of an industry o1 
source of production) concerned with obtaiming o1 
using raw materials, @ 7. (//. -ies) 1 a thing that 1s 
primary. 2 (in full primary election; in the US) a 
prelaminary election to appoint delegates to a party 
conference or to select the candidates for a princi- 
pal (esp. presidential) election. 3 (Primary, Geol. 
the Primary period. 4 — prince iivtuir. [based on 
Latin pronus “first)| 0 primarily ade. 

primary coil 7. a coil to which current is supplicd 
ia transformer. 

primary colour 7. any of the colours red, green, 
and blue. or (for pigments) red, blue, and yellow. 
from which all other colours can be obtained by 
MINING, & COLOUR 

primary feather 7, a Jarge {fight feather of a 
bird’s wing. > iariins 

primary planet 2), a planct that directly orbits the 
Sun. 

primary school »). a school where children below 
the ave of L] are taught 
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primate 


PRIMATE 


Primates are mostly tree-dwelling animals 
with forward-pointing eyes, long arms, and 
gripping fingers. The majority have large 
brains and a high level of intelligence, and 
live in social groups. here are two sub- 
orders: anthropoids, the advanced pri- 
mates, which include monkeys, apes, and 
humans; and prosimians, the primitive 
primates, which include 

lemurs, tarsiers, 
and lorises. 


CHIMPANZER 
SKELETON 


| protruding 


mazzle 
vertebra _ 


__ long arm 


pelvis 


vhart q A 
leg * 


y \ oppa sable 


thumb 


~ opposabl. 


big toe 


flat foot — 


primate 7). 1 A any animal of the order Primates. 
the highest order of mammals, including tarsiers, 
lemurs, apes, monkeys, and humans. 2 an arch- 
bishop. [from Latin primas -atts ‘of the first rank’] 
O primatial ad). 
primatology 7. the branch of zoology that deals 
with primates. O primatological ad). primatolo- 
gist 1. 
prime'e adj. 1 chief, most important (/he prime agent; 
the prime motive). 2 first-rate, excellent. 3 primary. 
lundamental. 4 \Jath. (of a number; divisible only 
by itself and unity (e.g, 2, 3,5, 7, 11). e. 1 the state 
of the highest perfection of something (in the prink 
of life; 2 (prec. by the; foll. by of ) the best part. 3 the 
»eginning or first age of anything, 4 Ecc/. the office 
of the second canonical hour of prayer. originally 
said at the first hour of the dav (Le. 6 aim. 3a 
wime number. [a: from Laun prima (hora) “first 
hour’; ad. from Latin primus “firs | 
prime 
2 prepare (a 
or detonation, 3 a pour a liquid into fa pump 
to prepare i Jor working. b inject petrol into 
the evlinder or mternal- 


fi. 1 prepare va thing) for use or action. 


gun, for firing or (an explosive 


carburettor of an 
(wood ete.) for 
that prevents 


cneine), 4 
painting by applying 


combustion prepare 


Substance 
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primrose 


TYPES OF PRIMATE 


ANTHROPOIDS 


MONKEY 


(Nasalis 
larvalus) 


ORANG-UTAN 
(Pongo pygmaeus) 


GORILLAS 
(Gorilla gorilla) 


paint from being absorhed. 5 equip (a person) 
with information etc, 6 ply (a person) with food 
or drink in preparation for something, [16th- 
century coinage | 

prime minister n. the head of an elected govern- 
ment: the principal minister of a sovereign or state 

prime mover 7. 1 an imitial source of motive 
power. 2 the author of a fruitful idea. 

primer’ 7. a substance used to prime wood ete. 
DB UNDLREONM 

primer? 7. 1 an elementary textbook for teaching 
children to read. 2 an introductory book. [based on 
Latin primus “hirst’] 

prime time #. the time at which a raco or televi- 
sion audicncee is expected to be at its highest 
hyphenated when attrib: prime-lime viewing) 

primeval i().\also primaeval. 1 of or relating to the 
first age of the world. 2 ancient, prumitive. [based on 
Latin primus ‘fwst’ + aerum ‘age’| O primevally adc. 

primitive e ad). 1 carly, ancient: at an carly stage 
of civilization (primitive man). 2 undeveloped, 
crude, simple (primitive methods). 3 original, 
primary. @ 7. 1a painter of the period before the 
Renaissance. 2a modern imitator of such. 3 an 
untutored painter with a direct naive style. [from 
Latin primitious “first of its kind] 0 primitively 
adi, primativeness /i 


RED 


MONKEY eve 
MO? MONKEY 
(Alouatta (Aleles 
seniculus) geoffroyt) 


ANTON LS 
(Daubentonia madagascariensis) 


INDRI 
Undri indri) 


primitivism 7. 1 primitive behaviour. 2 belief in 
the superiority of what is primitive. 3 the practice 
of primitive art. D primitivist n. @ adj. 

primogeniture ». 1 the fact of being the first-born 
child. 2 the mght of succession belonging to the 
first-born. [from medieval Latin promogenitura] 

primordial adj. 1 existing at or from the beginning, 
primeval. 2 original, fundamental. [from Late 
Latin prmordialis| Oo primordially adv. 

primordial soup 7. a solution rich in organic 
compounds in which lite on earth is supposed to 
have originated. 

primp 7/7, 1 make (the hair, one’s clothes, etc.) tidy. 
2 refl. make (oneself) smart. [dialect variant of 
PRIM | 

primrose e 7. 1 ® any 
plant of the genus 
Primula, esp. P vulgaris, 
bearing pale vellow 
flowers, 2 (m full 
primrose yellow; 
a pale yellow colour. 
@ «ij. (in full prumrose 


PRIMROSE 
(Primula vulgaris) 


primrose path 


yellow; hyphenated when attrib) pale yellow. 
[based on medieval Latin prima rosa ‘first rose’] 


principled ad. based on or having (esp. praise- 


worthy) principles of behaviour. 


primrose path x. the pursuit of pleasure, esp. with — prink y, 1 & (usu. vefl.) a make (oneself etc.) smart. 


disastrous consequences. [with reference to Shake- 
speare’s Hamlett. iii. 50] 

primula 2. any plant of the genus Primula, bearing 
primrose-like flowers in a wide variety of colours 
during the spring, including primroses, cowslips, 
and polyanthuses. [medieval Latin, literally ‘little 
first (flower)’] 

Primus 12. Brit. prope a brand of portable stove 
burning vaporized oil for cooking etc. [Latin liter- 
ally ‘first’] 

prince 7. (as a title usu. Prince) 1 a male member 
of a royal family other than a reigning king. 2 (in 
full prince of the blood) a son or grandson of a 
British monarch. 3 a ruler of a small state. 4 (as an 
English rendering of foreign titles) a noble usu. 
ranking next below a duke. 5 the chief or greatest 
(the prince of novelists). [from Latin princeps ‘first, chief, 
sovereign ] 0 princedom 7, 

Prince Charming 1. an idealized young hero or 
lover. 

prince consort pn. 1 the husband of a reigning 
female sovereign who is himself a prince. 2 the title 
conferred on him. 

princeling 7. 1 a young prince. 2 often derog the 
ruler of a small principality or domain. 

princely adj. (princelier, princeliest) 1 a of or 
worthy of a prince. b held by a prince. 2 sumptu- 
ous, generous, splendid. 

Prince of Darkness 7. Satan. 

Prince of Peace 7. Christ. 

prince of the blood see prince 2 

Prince of Wales 7. the heir apparent to the British 
throne, the eldest son of the sovereign. 

Prince Regent 7. a prince who acts as regent, esp. 
George (afterwards IV) as regent 1811 20. 

princess 7. (as a title usu. Princess ) 1 the wife of 
a prince. 2 a female member of a royal family other 
than a reigning queen. 3 (in full princess of the 
blood) a daughter or granddaughter of a British 
monarch. 4 a pre-eminent woman or thing person- 
ified as a woman. [related to prince] 

Princess Royal n. the eldest daughter of a reign- , 
ing monarch, esp. as a title conferred by the British 
monarch. 

principal e ad). 1 (usu. aétrid.) first in rank or impor- 
tance; chief (the principal town of the district). 2 main, 
leading (a principal cause of my success). 3 (of money) 
constituting the original sum invested or lent. @ 7.- 
1 a head, ruler, or superior. 2 the head of some 
schools, colleges, and universities. 3 the leading 

- performer in a concert, play, etc. 4 a capital sum as 
distinguished from interest or income. 5 a person 
for whom another acts as agent etc. 6 (in the UK) a 
civil servant of the grade below Secretary. 7 the 
person actually responsible for a crime. {from Latin 
principalis “first, original’] 0 principalship 7. 

also principal girl) Bri/. an 

leading male (or female) part 


principal boy 2. 
actress who takes the 
in a pantomime. 

principality 7. (//. -ies) 1 a state ruled by a prince. 
2 the government of a prince. 3 \the Principal- 
ity) Brit, Wales. 

principally adv. for the most part; chiefly. 

principle n. 1 a fundamental truth or law as the 
basis of reasoning or action (arguing from first prin- 
ciples, moral principles), 2 a a personal code of 
conduct (a person of high principle). b (im pl.) such rules 
of conduct (Aas no principles). 3 a general law in 
physics etc. (the uncertainty principle). 4 a natural law 
forming the basis for the construction or working of 
a machine etc. 5 a fundamental source; a primary 
element (held water to be the first principle of all things). 
6 Chem. a constituent of a substance. 0 in prin- 
ciple as regards fundamentals but not necessarily 
in detail. on principle on the basis of a moral 
attitude (J refuse on principle\. [from Latin princifaum 
‘source’ | 


b (foll. by up) smarten (oneself) up. ¢ (of a bird) 
preen. 2 mir dress oneself up. [16th-century 
coinage| 


print e 7. 1 an indentation or mark on a surface lefi 


by the pressure of a thing in contact with it. 
2 a printed lettering or writing (large print). b words 
in printed form. ¢ a printed publication, esp. « 
newspaper. d the state of being printed. 3 a picture 
or design printed from a block or plate. 4 Photog a 
picture produced on paper from a negative. 5 a 
printed cotton fabric. @ v.tx 1 a produce or repro- 
duce (a book, picture, etc.) by applying inked types, 
blocks, or plates, to paper, vellum, etc. b (of an 
author, publisher, or editor) cause (a book or manu- 
script etc.) to be produced or reproduced in this 
way. 2 express or publish in print. 3 a impress or 
stamp (a mark or figure on a surface). b impress or 
stamp (a soft surface with a seal, die, etc.). 4 (often 
absol.) write (words or letters) without joiming. 
5 Photog. produce (a picture) by the transmission of 
light through a negative. 6 (usu. foll. by out) (of a 
computer etc.) produce output in printed form. 
7 mark (a textile fabric) with a decorative design 
in colours. Din print 1 (of a book etc.) available 
from the publisher. 2 in printed form. out of 
print no longer available from the publisher. 
{from Old French preinie (fem.) ‘pressed’| 0 print- 
able adj. 

printed circuit 7. an electric circuit with thin 
strips of conductor on a flat insulating sheet. 


_| PRINTING 


There are four basic printing processes 
intaglio, lithographic, relief, and screen 

each gf which can be used by a printing 
press to make multiple copies. In mtaglio 
printing a design is etched or engraved into 
a metal plate. In lithography, the printing 
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| ink roller 
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printed imag. 


TNA BS) 


printed inace 


priory 


printer 7. 1 a person who prints books, magazines, 
advertising matter, etc. 2 the owner of a printing 
business. 3 a device that prints, esp. as part of a 
computer system. 

printhead 7». the component in a printer (sce 
PRINTER 3) that assembles and prints the characters 
on the paper. 

printing 7. 1 ¥ the production of printed books ete. 
2 a single impression of a book. 3 printed letters or 
writing imitating them. 

printing press 7. a machine for printing from 
types or plates etc. > PRINTING 

printmaker 7. a person who makes prints. 
O printmaking 7. 

printout 7. 1 output in printed form. 2 an instance 
of this. 

prion x. Biol. a submicroscopic protein particle 
believed to be the cause of certain brain diseases 
such as BSE. [by rearrangement of elements from 
pro(temaceous) in( fectious particle)| 

prior @ adj. 1 earlier. 2 coming before in time, order, 
or importance. @ adv, (foll. by to) before (decided prior 
to their arrival). @ n. ( fem. prioress) 1 the superior of 
a religious house or order. 2 (in an abbey) the offi- 
cer next under the abbot (or abbess). (Latin, 
literally ‘former, elder’| 

priority 7. ( p/. -ies) 1 the fact or condition of being 
earlier or antecedent. 2 precedence in rank etc. 
3 an interest having prior claim to consideration. 
0 prioritize vty, (also -ise), prioritization 7. 

priory 7. (pi. -ies) a monastery governed by a prior 
or a nunnery governed by a prioress. [from 
medicval Latin proria, related to rrtor] 


image on the plate is greasy and attracts ink. 
A relief prinung plate has raised images. In 
screen printing, the printing surface is a mesh. 
Colour printing uses four plates that print a 
picture in black, cyan, magenta, and yellow 
inks to create a complete colour mage. 
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prise 


prise i. (US prize} 1 force open or out by leverage 
\ prosed up the lid: prised the box open). 2 move or remove 
with difficulty (could nol be prised fram his vantage point). 
[based on Old French prise ‘levering instrument} 

prism 7. 1 ® a solic figure whose two 
ends are equal parallel rectilin- 
ear figures, and whose sictes 
are parallclograms. 2 a 
transparent body mi this 
form. triangular 
with refracting surfaces 
at an acute angle with 
each other, which sep- 
arates White light into a spectrum of colours. [from 
Greek prima “thing sawn’] 


ad 


UStl. 


PRISM 


prismatic «7, 1 of. like, or using a prism. 2 a (ol 
colours; distributed by or as if by a transparent 
prisin. b (of light) displayed in the form of a spec- 
trum. O prismatically adi 

prison 7. 1 a place in which a person is kept in 
captivity, esp. a building to which persons are 
legally committed while awaiting (rial or for 
punishment; a jail. 2 custody, confinement (7 
proson}. [Grom Latin prehensio “seizure | 

prison camp 1. a camp for prisoners of war or ol 
state 

prisoner 7. 1 a person kept in prison. 2 (in full 
prisoner at the bar) a person in custody on a 
criminal charge and on trial. 3 a person or thing 
confined by illness, another’s grasp, cte, 4= pRisonnr 
oF W\k. O take prisoner seize and hold as a pris- 
Oner 

prisoner of conscience 7. a person imprisoned 
by a state for holding political or religious views it 
does not tolerate 

prisoner of state 1. (also state prisoner) a 
person confined for political reasons 

prisoner of war i. a person who is captured in 
war (hyphenated when attrib: prisoner-of-war camp) 

prissy «/). \prissier, prissiest) prim, pructish. 
c prissily ad. prissiness 1) 

pristine aq). 1 in its original 
2 disp. spotless; fresh as if new. 3 ancient, primitive 
[from Latin pritimus former’ 


condition: unspoilt 


gm Usage The use of pristine in sense 2 iy considered 
incorrect by some people. 


privacy 7. 1 a the state of being private and undis- 
turbed. b a person’s right to this. 2 freedom from 
Intrusion or public attention. 3° avoidance ol 
publicity 

private e @dj. 1 belonging to an individual; one’s 
own; personal , private property). 2 confidential; not to 
be disclosed to private lulks). 3 kept or 
removed from public knowledge or observation. 
4 a not open to the public. b for an individual's 
exclusive use. private room secluded, 
6.0! aperson not holding public office or an oficial 
position. 7 of education or Bit, medical weatment 
conducted outside system. at the incdivid- 
ual’s expense. @ 7. La private solcicr, 2 yin pl callug 
the genitals, O in private privately, [from Latin 
priealus bereaved’, later withdrawn from public life’] 
O privately «adi. 

private bill »; 


ual or corporation only 


others 


5 of a places 


the stat 


Vewislatve bill aflecting an individ- 


private company 7. Bri/. i with 


restricted membership and no iss 


COMIPANY 
ue ol shares 
private detective a ousu. freelanec detecuve 

carrying out Mvestigauions for a private ciployer 
private enterprise 1. 1 i }usiness or businesses 

notunder state control 2 individual mitiative 


privateer vv, /i/:/. 1 


cered by private mili 


warmed vessel owned and offi- 


duals holding a government 


2aa 


i Ut Ba hy 


comission and authorized for war service 
commian¢ ol ouch el. boim ply its 
0 privateering ; 
private eye //. : a private detec tive 
private hotel ». a hotel not obliged to take all 


COMETS 


private house 2. the dwelling house of a private 
person, 

private life 7. life as a private person, 

private means 7..//. income [rom investments etc. 

private member 7. a member of a legislative 
body not holding a government office. 

private member’s bill 7. rl. a bill introduced by 
a private member. not part of government legislation. 

private parts 7./)/. the genitals 

private patient 7. Bri/. a paticnt treated by a 
doctor other than under the National Health 
Service, 

private practice 7. 1 Bri/, meclical practice that is 
not part of the National Health Service. 2 CS the 
work of a doctor, lawyer, cic. who ts self-employed. 

private school »). 1 Bri/. a school supported wholly 
by the payment of 2 US a school not 
supported mainly by the State. 


{ccs, 


private secretary 7. a secretary dealing with the 
personal and confidential concerus of a business- 
man or businesswoman. 

private sector 7. the part of the economy not 
under direct state control 

private soldier 7. an ordinary soldier other than 
the officers (and CS other than recruits. 

private view 2. the viewing of an exhibition (esp. 
of paintings) before 1 is open to the public. 

privation 1. lack of the comforts or necessilics of 
lite (suffered many privations,, |fromy Latin: privatio, 
related to mayars | 

privative ad). 1 consisting in or marked by the loss 
or removal or absence of some quality or attribute. 
2 sof a term) denoting the absence of a quality ete 
[ftom Laun privalinns| 

privatize 7/7 (also -ise) assign (a business cic.) to 
private as cistinet from state control or ownership. 
O privatization 7. privatizer 1. 


privet 7. V any partly evergreen shrub of the genus 
Ligustrum, much used for hedges, [1 6th-century 


comage| 


PRIVET: CHINISI 
(Ligustrum sinense 


SUN Ao 


privilege e 7. laa right, advantage. or nnmunity. 

belonging to a person, class, or office. b the free- 

dom of members of a legislative assembly when 
speaking at its meetings. 2 a special benefit on 
hone 1 you, @ 2.7 1 invest with 
a privilege. 2 (fol. by fo + infin, allow (a person) as 
[from Latin prizvleginm 
‘bill or law affecting an individual’} o privileged 
ll) 


ty ad privilege lo met 


a privilege (to cdo something 


privy e a, L fol. by fo sharing in the secret of «a 
person's plans cle. 2 a hidden, secret. @ 7.1 pl 
-tes, (8 or aichaic a lavatory, esp, an outside onc 

withdrawn from public Hle’| 


[from Latin privat 
0 privily adi 
Privy Council 1. a body of advisers appointed by 
wsovercign ora Governor-General now chielly on 


probe 


an honorary basis and including present and 
former government ministers etc.). 

privy counsellor 7. (also privy councillor) a 
private adviser, esp. a member of a Privy Council. 

privy purse . Bri/, 1 an all6wance from the public 
revenue for the monarch’s private expenses. 2 the 
keeper of this. 

prize'e 7. 1 something that can be won in a compe- 
tition or lottery etc. 2 a reward given as a symbol of 
victory or superiority. 3 something striven for or 
worth striving for (missed all the great prizes of lrfe). 
4 (aitnb.) a to which a prize is awarded (a prize bull; a 
prize poem). b excellent of its kind. @ 7/7 value highly 
(a much prized possesston). [nc Middle English variant 
of price; 2: from Old French preter ‘to praise’| 

prize® n. a ship or property captured in naval 
warfare. [based on Latin prehensus ‘seized’ | 

prize® US var. of pris. 

prizefight 7. a hoxing match fought for prize 
moncy. Oo prizefighter 7. 

prize-giving 7. Bni. an award of prizes, esp. 
formally at a school ete. 


prize money 7. money offered as a prize 

prizewinner 7. a winner of 
winning «dj. 

PRO abbr. 1 Public Record Office. 2 public relations 
officer. 


A prize. O prize- 


pro! collog. @ n. (pl. -os) a professional. @ adj. profes- 
sional. 

pro’ e adj. (of an argument or reason) for; in favour. 
@ 7. (pl. -as) a reason or argument for or in favour. 
@ prep. G adv. in favour of (cf. con®). (Latin, literally 
‘for, on behalf of] 

pro- prefix 1 favouring or supporting ( pro-government). 
2 acting as a substitute or deputy for (proconsul). 
3 forwards ( produce). 4 forwards and downwards 
( prostrate). 3 onwards ( progress). 6 in front of { protect). 

proactive adj. creating or controlling a situation by 
taking the mitiatiy €.0 proactively adv. proactiv- 
ity Nn. ‘ 

pro-am e ad. involving professionals and amateurs. 
@ 7. a pro-am event. 

probabilistic adj. Mlating to probability; involving 
chance variation, 

probability 7. (pk -ies) 1 the state or condition of 
being probable. 2 the likelihood of something 
happening. 3 a probable or most probable event 
the probability is that they will come). & Math. the extent 
to which an eventis likely to occur, measured by the 
ratio of the cases of or conducive to such an occur- 
rence to the whole number of cases possible. o in 
all probability’ most probably, [from Latin proba 
hililas] 

probable e «adj. that may be expected to happen or 
prove true: likely (/he probabl explanation; ul is probable 

gol), @ n. a probable canclidate, member 
ot a team, ete. [from Latin probadilis| O probably 
adi. 

probate 1. 1 the official proving of a will. 2 a veri- 
lied copy of a will with a certificate as handed to 
the executors. [froni Latin probatun thing) proved’ | 

probation 7. 1 Law a system of supervising and 
monitoring the behaviour of offenders. 2 a process 
or period of testing the character or abilities of a 


person in a certam role, esp. of anew employ eG. 
QO on probation undergoing probation. {from 
Latin probatio| G probationary adj. 

probationer 7. 1 a person on probation, eg a 
newly appointed nurse, teacher, ctc. 2 an offender 
on probation 

probation officer 1, an official supervising offend- 
ers On probation, 

probative ad). allording proof. 

probe e 7. 1a penctrating investigation. 2 any small 
device, esp. an clectrode, for measuring, testing, 
ete, 3a blunt-ended surgical instrument for explor- 
ing a wound ctc. 4 (in full space probe) an 
unmanned exploratory spacecraft transmitting 
information about its environment. & spice wi. 


probity 


@ xf 1 examine or enquire into closely. 2 explore (a 
wound or part of the body) with a probe. 3 pene- 
trate with a sharp instrument. [from Latin probare 
‘to test’] O prober 7. 

probity 7. uprightness, honesty. [based on Latin 
probus *good’| 

problem ». 1 a doubtful or difficult matter requir- 
ing a solution (hoz: lo prevent it is a problem; the problem 
of ventilation). 2 something hard to understand or 
accomplish. 3. (attrib) causing problems (problem 
child). 4 Physics & Math. an inquiry starting from 
given conditions to investigate or demonstrate a 
fact, result, or law. 5 a (in various games, esp. chess) 
an arrangement of men, cards, etc., in which the 
solver has to achieve a specified result. b a puzzle or 
question for solution. [from Greek problema] 

problematic ad. (also problematical) 1 attended 
by difficulty. 2 doubtful or questionable. a prob- 
lematically ad: 

problematize ¢./y. (also -ise) make into or regard 
as a problem requiring a solution. 0 problem- 
atization 7. 

proboscidean (also proboscidian) e «dj. 
1 having a proboscis. 2 of or like a proboscis. 3 of 
the mammahan order Proboscidea, including 
elephants and their extinct relatives. > bLePHN’, 
MAMMOTH. @ 7. a mammal of this order. [modern 
Latin Proboscidea (as pronoscis)| 

proboscis /pr6-boss-iss/ n. (pl. probosces /-scez/ 
or -scides /-si-deez/ or -scises) 1 the long flex- 
ible trunk or snout of some mammals. c.g. an 
elephant or tapir. > ciernan1. 2 w the clongated 
mouthparts of some insects. & BUTTERETA, HOUSEFLY. 

3 the sucking organ in some 
worms. 4 joc the human 


moth nose. [from Greck probosiiy| 


; Slower 


proboscis / 


PROBOSCIS: 
DARWIN'S HAWK-MOFH 
USING TTS PROBOSGIS 
TO DRINK NECLAR 


proboscis monkey 7. a monkey. .Nasalis larval, 
native to Borneo, the male of which has a large 
pendulous nose, & prim 

procedure 7. 1 a way of proceeding, esp. a mode 
of conducting business or a legal action, 2 a mode 
of performing a task. 3 a series of actions 
conducted in a certain order or manner 4 a 
proceeding, 5 Computing = st srow uni.. [from French 
procédure| GO procedural ad). procedurally ade. 

proceed »ini, 1 go forward or on further; make 
one’s way. 2 continue; go on with an activity 
(proceeded with their work: proceeded to tell the whole story). 
3 (of an action) be carned on or continued (fhe case 
will now proceed), 4 adopt a course of action (how 
shall we proceed?}. 5 go on to say. 6 (foll. hy agains!) 
start a lawsuit (against a person). 7 come forth or 
originate (shouts proceeded fiom the bedroom). {from 
Latin procedere] 

proceeding 7. 1 an action or piece of conduct 
(a high handed proceeding). 2 (in pl.) (in full legal 
proceedings) a lawsuit. 3 (in /.) a published 
report of discussions or a conference. 

proceeds 7./)/. money produced by a transaction or 
other undertaking. [pl. of obsolete noun proceed] 

process'e 7. 1 a course of action or a pre wecdure, 
esp. a serics of stages in manufacture or some other 
operation. 2 a the progress or course of something 
(in process of construction). b the course of becoming. 
happening, ete. (regeneration ty in process). 3a natural 


or involuntary operation or series of changes (che 
process of growing old), 4 an action at law; a summons 
or writ. 5 Anat., Zool., & Bot. a natural appendage or 
outgrowth on an organism. @ vf 1 deal with by a 
particular process. 2 treat (food, esp. to prevent 
decay) (processed cheese). 3 Computing operate on 
(data) by means of a program. 0 in process of 
time as time goes on. [from Latin processus 
‘progress, process’ | 

process? » inf; walk in procession. [back-formation 
from PROGLSSION | 

procession 7. 1 a number of people or vehicles etc. 
moving forward in orderly succession, esp. at a 
ceremony, demonstration, or festivity. 2 the move- 
ment of such a group (go in procession). [from Latin 
processio, related to procenp] 

processional e «dj. 1 of or relating to processions. 
2 used, carried, or sung in processions. @ n. Eccl. a 
processional hymn. 

processor 7). a machine that processes things, esp.: 
1 = CLNIRAL PROGESSOR [SCC CLNIRAL PROCESSING UNL). 
2 = FOOD PROCESSOR. 


pro-choice adj. favouring the right of a woman to 
choose to have an abortion, 

proclaim wir 1 joften foll. by “hat + clause: 
announce or declare publicly or officially. 2 declare 
(a person) to be (a king, traitor, etc.). [from Latin 
proclamare “to cry out’) O proclaimer 7. proc- 
lamation 1. proclamatory ad). 

proclivity 1. (//. -ies) a tendency or inclination. 
[from Latin proclivitas| 

procrastinate win defer action; be dilatory. 
[based on Latin procrastinaius “deterred’| O pro- 
crastination 7. procrastinator ”. procrastin- 
atory ad). 


a Usage See Usage Note at prnvaricver. 


procreate v.fx (often absol.) bring (offspring, into 
existence by the natural process of reproduction. 
[based ‘on Latin procreatus ‘begotien’| O procre- 
ation /. procreative ad. procreator 1. 

Procrustean adj. sccking to enforce uniformity 

by forceful or ruthless methods. [from Prokroutes, 
legendary Greek robber who fitted victims to a 
bed by stretching or mutilation] 

proctor 7. 1 Bri. an officer (usu. one of two 
at certam universities, having mainly discip- 
linary functions, 2 (8 a supervisor of students 
ian examination etc. [Middle English syneo- 
pation of rroctrwor| OG proctorial ad). 

, proctorship n. 

{' procurator n. an agent or proxy. esp. one 

who has power of attorney. 0 procura- 

torial «dj, 

procurator fiscal 7. (in Scotland) a local coroner 
and public prosecutor. 


procure 2/): 1 obtain, esp. by care or eflort: acquire. 
2 bring about. 3 (also ahsol.) obtam (women) for 
prostitution. [from Latin procurare “to take care of, 
manage ’| 0 procurable «dj. procurement /. 

procurer 7. | fe, procuress) a 
obtains women for prostitution. 


person who 

prod e «: (prodded, prodding 1 /: poke with the 
finger or a pointed object. 2 & stimulate or goad 
to acuon, 3 intr (foll. by at) make a prodding 
motion. @ 2 1a poke or thrust. 2 a stimulus to 
action. 3a pointed instrument. |] 6th-century coin- 
agc| 0 prodder »n. 

prodigal e ad). 1 recklessly wastelul. 2 (loll. by of) 
lavish. @ 7. 1a prodigal person. 2 (in full prodigal 
son) a repentant istrel, returned wanderer, ete, 
[from Latin prodigus ‘lavish’ | GO prodigality x. 
prodigally ad: 

prodigious ad. 1 marvellous or amazing. 2 enor- 
mous. 3 abnormal. [froni Latin prodigious, related to 
rrovicy| O prodigiously ad:. prodigiousness ». 

prodigy 1. (p/. -ies) 1 a person endowed with 
exceptional qualities or abilities. esp. 1 precocious 
child. 2 a marvellous, esp. extraordinary, thing, 
[irom Latin pradigiam portent’ | 


professionalism 


produce e w/ /pré-dewss/ 1 bring forward for 
consideration, inspection, or use (7! produce 
evidence). 2 manufacture (goods) from raw materials 
etc. 3 bear or yield (offspring, fruit, etc.). 4 cause o1 
bring about (a reaction, sensauion, etc.). 5 Geom. 
extend or continue (a lime). 6 supervise the making 
of (a film, broadcast, record, etc.). @ n. /prod- 
yooss/ 1 what is produced, esp. agricultural and 
natural products collectively (dairy produce). 2 (olien 
foll. by of) a result (of labour, efforts, etc.). [from 
Latin producere| 0 producible adj. producibility n. 

producer 7. 1 a Econ. a person who produces goods 
or commodities. b a person or thing which 
produces something or someone. 2 a person gener- 
ally responsible for the production of a film or play 
(apart from the direction of the acting) or of a 
broadcast programme, record, ete. 

product 7. 1 a thing or substance produced by 
natural process or manufacture. 2 a result (dhe prod- 
uct of thew labours). 3 Math. a quantity obtained by 
multiplying quantities together. [from Latin product- 
um “\thing) produced} 

production 7. 1 the act or an instance of produc- 
ing; the process of being produced. 2 a total yield. 
3 a the process or administrative management of 
making a film, play, record, etc. b a film, play, 
record, etc., produced. 0 productional ad). 

production line x. a systematized sequence of 
operations involved in producing a commodity. 

productive adj. 1 of or engaged in the production 
of goods. 2 procucing much. 3 Econ. producing 
commodities of exchangeable value (productive 
labour). 4 (foll. by of) producing or giving rise to 
(productive of great annoyance). 0 productively adv. 
productiveness 7, 

productivity 1. 1 the capacity to produce: the state 
of being productive. 2 the effectiveness of pro- 
ductive effort, esp. nm industry. 

Prof. abby. Professor. 

prof n. collog. a professor. 

profane e adj. 1 not sacred or biblical; secular. 
2 a reverent, blasphemous. b (of language) blas- 
phemous or obscene. 3 of a rite etc.) heathen. @ 7.t: 
1 treat (a sacred thing) with mrevcrence or disre- 
gard. 2 violate or sully (what is entitled to respect). 
|from Latin profanus “before (ic. outside) the 
temple] 0 profanation 7. profanely adi. pro- 
faneness 1. profaner 7. 

profanity ». ()/. -ies) 1 a profane act. 2 a profane 
language. b an oath, a swear word. 

profess vf: 1 claim openly to have (a quality or 
lecling). 2 doll. by ¢o + infin.) pretend. 3 ‘often foll. 
hy thai + clause; also refl.) declare ( profess ignorance; 
professed herself satisfied). 4 affirm one’s faith in or 
allegiance to. [based on Latin professus “declared 
publicly’| 

professed ad. 1 self-acknowledged (a_ professed 
Christian), 2 alleged. ostensible. 3 (of a monk on 
nun) having taken the vows of a religious order. 

a professedly adr. (in senses 1. 2). 

profession 7. I a vocation or calling, esp. one that 
involves some branch of advanced learning or 
science (the medical profession; 2 a body of people 
engaged in a profession. 3 a declaration or avowal. 
4 a declaration of belicf in a religion. o profes- 
sionless «dj, 

professional e adj. 1 of oF belonging to o 
connected with a profession. 2 a having or showing 
the skill of a professional: competent. b worthy of 
a professional | profervional conducts. 3 engaged im a 
speciied activity as one’s main paid occupation (a 
professional boxer). 4 derog, engaged in a specified 
habitual activity regarded with dislavour a profes 
sonal agitator). @ n. a professional person, O pro- 
fessionally ad. 

professional foul ». Bri/. a celiberate foul in foot- 
ball ete., esp. to prevent an opponent from scoring. 


professionalism ». the qualitics or typical features 
of a profession or of professionals, esp. compe- 
tence. skill. etc 


professionalize 


professionalize »./ (also -ise) make (an occupation, 
activity, etc.) professional. 0 professionalization 7. 

professor 7. 1 a (often as a title) a university acad- 
emic of the highest rank; the holder of a university 
chair. b US a university teacher. 2 a person who 
professes a religion. [from Latin] 0 professorial 
adj. professorially ad:. professoriate n. profes- 
sorship 7. 

proffer »./7: offer (a gift, services, a hand, etc.). [from 
Old French proffrir] 

proficient e adj. (often foll. by m, at) adept, expert. 
@ 7. a person who is proficient. {from Latin proficient- 
‘profiting’| o proficiency n. proficiently adz. 

profile e 7. 1 aan outline (esp. of a human face) as 
seen from one side. b a representation of this. 2 a 
short biographical or character sketch. @ wr. 
1 represent in profile. 2 give a profile to. o in 
profile as seen from one side. keep a low profile 
remain inconspicuous. [from obsolete Italian profilo 
(n.), profilare (v.)j 0 profiler n. 

profit e 7. 1 an advantage or benefit. 2 financial 
gain; excess of returns over outlay. @ uw. (profited, 
profiting) 1 ér (also ahsol.) be beneficial to. 2 intr. 
obtain an advantage or benefit ( profited by the exper- 
ence). at a profit with financial gain. [from Latin 
profectus ‘progress, profit] 0 profitless adj. 

profitable ad. 1 yielding profit. 2 beneficial; useful. 
O profitability x. profitableness n. profitably 
adv. 

profit and loss account 7. an account to which 
incomes and gains are credited and expenses and 
losses debited, so as to show the net profit or loss 
over a given period. 

profiteer @ vii, make or seek to make excessive 
profits, esp. illegally or in black market conditions. 
@ 7. a person who proliteers 


profiterole 7. a small hollow case of choux pastry 
usu. filled with cream and covered with chocolate 
sauce. [French, literally ‘little profit] 

profit margin ». the profit remaining in a business 
after costs have been deducted. 

profit-sharing 7. the sharing of 
between employer and employees. 


profits esp. 


profit-taking 7. the sale of shares etc. at a time 
when profit will accrue. 

profligate e ad. 1 licentious; dissolute. 2 recklessly 
extravagant. @ n. a profligate person. [from Latin 
profligatus dissolute’) G profligacy 7. profligately 
adv. 

pro forma e ad). & adj. as or being a matter of 
form, @ 7. {in full pro forma invoice) an invoice 
sent in advance of goods supplied. [Latin] 

profound «ad. \profounder, profoundest) 
1 a having or showing great knowledge or insight 
(a profound treatise. b demanding deep  stucly 
or thought | profound doctrines). 2 \of a state or qual- 
ity) deep, intense, unqualitied ta profound sleep: 
profound indifference). 3 at or extending to a great 
depth ( profound crevasses}. 4 of a sigh) deep-drawn. 
[from Latin profundus ‘deep’| 0 profoundly adi. 
profoundness 7. profundity 1. (//. -ies). 

profuse adj. L soften foll. by m) lavish; extravagant. 
2 (of a thing) plentiful; abundant ( profuse bleeding: a 
profuse variety). [trom Latin profusus poured forth’| 
0 profusely adi. profuseness 7. profusion 7. 


prog n. s/ang a television or radio programme 

progenitor 7. 1 the ancestor of a person, animal. 
or plant. 2 a political or intellectual predecessor, 
[Latin] 5 progenitorial ad). 

progeny 7. 1 the offspring of a person or othe 
organism. 2 a descendant or clescendants. {from 
Latin progenies} 

progesterone 7). a steroid hormone released by the 
corpus luteum which stimulates the preparation of 
the uterus for pregnancy sce 
[from progestin + luteosterone] 

progestogen 7. I any of a group 
hormones vncluding progesterone) that maintam 
pregnancy and prevent further ovulation during tt. 
2 a similar hormone produced synthetically. 


also PROGIATOGEN). 


ol steroid 


654 


project 


prognosis 7. (//. prognoses) I a forecasi; a prog- 
nostication. 2 a forecast of the course of a disease. 
{Late Latin, from Greek] 

prognostic adj. foretelling; predictive ( prognostic of a 
good result). [from Greek prognéstkon| 0 prognos- 

| tically adv. : 

prognosticate 7.f, 1 (often foll. by that + clause) 
foretell; foresee; prophesy. 2 (of a thing) betoken; 
indicate (future events etc.). [based on medieval 
Latin prognosticaius ‘known betorehand’| 9 prog- 
nostication 7, prognosticator n. 

programme (['S @ Ausizal. program) @ n. ta usu. 
printed list of a series of events, performers, etc. at 
a public function ete. 2 a radio or television broad- 
cast. 3a plan of future events (lhe programme 1s dinner 
and then a show). 4 a course or series of studies, 
lectures, etc.; a syllabus. 5 (usu. program) a series 
of coded instructions to control the operation of a 
computer or other machine. e v./r (programmed, 
programming) I make a programme or definite 
plan of. 2 (usu. program) a provide (a computer 
etc.) with coded instructions for the automatic 
performance of a particular task. b train to behave 
in a predetermined way. [from Greek programma| 
O programmable ad. programmability 1. 
programmatic «ad. programmatically ad. 
programmer 7. 

programme music 7. a piece of music intended 
to tell a story, evoke images, etc. 

progress e 7. /proh-gress/ 1 forward or onward 
movement towards a destination. 2 advance or 
development; improvement (has made little progress, 
the progress of civilization). 3 Brit. archaic a state jour- 
ney or official tour, esp. by royalty. @ v. /pré-gress/ 
1 wnt; move or be moved forward or onward; 
continue (the argument iy progressing). 2. infr. advance or 
develop; improve (science progresses). 3 t cause (work 
etc.) to make regular progress. O in progress in 
the course of developing; going on. [from Latin 
progressus ‘progressed’; 7: readopted from US after 
becoming obsolete 17th c.) in British use] 

progress-chaser 7. Bri/. a person employed to 
check the regular progress of manufacturing work. 

progression 7. 1 the act or an 
progressing (@ mode of progression). 2 a succession; a 
series, 3 Math, a = \.RitHMeri 
GLOMLIRIC PROGRESSION. 0 progressional ad}. 


PROGRESSION. Bb = 


PROJECTOR 


Inside a film projector, light from a lamp 
is condensed into a strong beam. The 

| beam shines through a rotating shutter 
on to a moving strip of film. The shutter 
lets heht through only when each picture 
on the film is in the right position. The 

| images are flashed on to a screen in such 
rapid succession that the picture appears 
to be moving continuously. 


lamp ~ 
nurror ——— ¥ 
| reflects 
light 
shutter 
\ condenser 
lens 
fan 
ruale 


clare’ moves 


film 


PILM PROJLCTOR 
IN OPER VITON 


instance of 


film 


progressive e ad. 1 moving forward (progressive 
motion). 2 proceeding step by step; cumulative 
( progresswe drug use). 3 a (of a political party, govern- 
ment, etc.) favouring or implementing rapid 
progress or social reform. b modern; efficient (és 1s 
a progresswe company). 4 (of disease, violence, etc.) 
increasing in severity or extent. 5 (of taxation) at 
rates increasing with the sum taxed. 6 (of a card 
game, dance, etc.) with periodic changes of part- 
ners. 7 Gram. (of an aspect) expressing an action in 
progress, €.g. am writing, was writing. 8 (of education) 
informal and without strict discipline, stressing 
individual needs. @ z. (also Progressive) an advo- 
cate of progressive political policies or social 
reform, 6 progressively adv. progressiveness 7. 
progressivism 7. progressivist 7. © adj. 

progress report 7. an account of progress made. 

prohibit »,/, (prohibited, prohibiting) (often foll. 
by from + verbal noun) 1 forbid, esp. by authority. 
2 prevent. [based on Latin profebitus “held back’) 
0 prohibitory ad). 

prohibition 7. 1 the act or an instance of forbid- 
ding: a state of being forbidden. 2 Law an edict or 
order that forbids. 3 (usu. Prohibition) the 
prevention by law of the manufacture and sale of 
alcohol, esp. in the US (1920-33). o prohibition- 
ist 7. 

prohibitive adj. 1 prohibiting. 2 (of prices, taxes, 
etc.) so high as to prevent purchase, use, abuse, etc. 
Oo prohibitively adv. 

project en. /proj-ckt/ 1 a plan; a scheme. 2 a 
planned undertaking. 3 a usu. long-term task 
undertaken by a student to be submitted for assess- 
ment. @v. /pré-jekt/ 1 #7 plan or contrive (a course 
of action, scheme, etc.). 2 ifr protrude; jut out. 
3 tr throw; cast; impel ( projected the stone into the water). 
4 tr. extrapolate (results etc.) to a future time; fore- 
cast (I project that we shall produce to million next year). 
5 f cause (light, shadow, images, etc.) to fall on a 
surface, screen, etc..6 é cause (a sound, esp. the 
voice) to be heard at a distance. 7 & (often reff. or 
absol.) express or promote (oneself or a positive 
image) forcefully or effectively. 8 t make a projec- 
tion of (the Earth, sky, etc.). 9 @ Psychol. a (also 
absol.) attribute (an emotion etc.) to an external 
object or person, esp. unconsciously. b (refl.) project 
(oneself) into andther’s feelings, the future, etc. 
[from Latin projectum *(thing) thrown forth’| 


mage on 
ycereen 


_ take up 
spool 


projectile 


projectile e 7. 1 a missile, esp. fired by a rocket. 2.a 
bullet, shell, etc. fired from a gun. 3 any object thrown 
as a weapon, @ adj. 1 capable of being projected by 
force, esp. from a gun. 2 projecting or impelling. 

projection 7. 1 the act or an instance of projecting; 
the process of being projected. 2 a thing that 
projects or obtrudes. 3 the presentation of an 
image etc. on a surface or screen. 4 a forecast or 
estimate based on present trends. 5 a a mental 
image or preoccupation viewed as an objective 
reality. b the unconscious transfer of one’s own 
impressions or feelings to external objects or 
persons. 6 the representation on a plane surface of 
any part of the surface of the Earth or a celestial 
sphere. {> AZIMUTHAL PROJECTION, MERCATOR PROJECTION, 
0 projectionist n. (in sense 3). 

projector 7. ¥ an apparatus for projecting slides or 
film on to a screen. 

prokaryote 7. (also procaryote) a single-celled 
organism which has neither a distinct nucleus with 
a membrane nor other specialized organelles, e.g. a 
bacterium, a blue-green alga (ef. cuKarvore). 
0 prokaryotic adj. 

prolactin 7. a hormone released from the anterior 
pituitary gland that stimulates milk production 
after childbirth. [based on /actation (1acrxre')| 

prolapse e 2. (also prolapsus) 1 the forward or 
downward displacement of a part or organ, 2 the 
prolapsed part or organ, esp. the womb or rectum. 
@ vty undergo prolapse. [from Latin prolapsus 

‘shpped forwards’ | 

prolate ad. Geom. (of a spheroid) }enethengal in the 

direction of a polar diameter (cf. osiare?). [from 
Latin prolatus ‘prolonged’ a prolately oe 

prole derog. collog. @ adj. proletarian. @ n. a proletarian. 

prolegomenon /proh-li-gom-i-nén/ 1. (pl. pro- 
legomena) (usu. in p/.) an esp. critical or discursive 
introduction or preface to a book etc. [Greek, liter- 
ally ‘being said beforehand’] 

proletarian e adj. of or concerning the proletariat. 
e 7. a member of the proletariat. [from Latin prole- 
tarius, a person who served the State with offspring 
( proles), not property| O proletarianism 7. prole- 
tarianize v./r. (also -ise). 

proletariat 7. 1 a Econ.-wage earners collectively. 
b esp. derog. the lowest class of the community, esp. 
considered uncultured. 2 Rom.Hust. the lowest class 
of citizens. [from French, related to provetariyn] 

pro-life adj. in favour of preserving life, esp. in 
opposing abortion. 


proliferate «. 1 int, reproduce; increase rapidly in, 


numbers. 2 é. produce (cells etc.) rapiclly. [based on 
Latin proles ‘offspring’| 0 proliferation 7. prolif- 
erative ad), proliferator 7. 

prolific ad. 1 producing many offspring or much 
output. 2 (often foll, by zm) abounding, copious. 
{from medieval Latun prolificus} O prolificacy 2. 
prolifically ado. 

prolix adj. (of speech, writing, etc.) lengthy; tedious. 
[from Latin protixus ‘poured forth, extended] 
0 prolixity 7. prolixly ad? 

prologue e 7. 1 aa preliminary speech, poem, etc.. 
esp. introducing a play (cf. ermoct® 2). b the actor 
speaking the prologue. 2 (usu. foll. by ¢o) any intro- 
ductory act or event. @ ui (prologues, 
prologued, prologuing) introduce with or 
provide with a prologue, [from Greek prologos} 

prolong ». tr 1 extend {an action, condition, etc.) in 
time or space. 2 (as prolonged adj.) lengthy, esp. 
tediously so. [from Late Latin prolongare) 0 pro- 
longation 1. 

prom 7, collog. 1 Brit. = prominave n, |. 2 Brit. = pron- 
LNADE CONCLRI. 3 USS PROMENADE 2. 3. 

promenade /prom-é-nahd/ e x. 1 a paved public 
walk, esp. Brit. along the seafront at a resort. 2 a 
walk, rice, or drive, taken esp. for display, leisure, 
etc, 3 (/S a school or university dance, esp. for one 
class. @ 7. 1 int, make a promenade. 2 ¢ lead (a 
person etc.) about a place esp. for display. 3 & make 
a promenade through (a place). [French] 


promenade concert 7. esp. Brit. a concert of usu. 
classical music at which many of the audience 
stand. 

promenade deck 7. an upper deck on a passenger 
ship where passengers may promenade. 

promenader n. 1 a person who promenades. 
2 Bnt. a person who attends a promenade concert. 

Promethean adj. daring or inventive. [based on 
Prometheus, who in Greek myth stole fire from the 
gods for human use] 

promethium 7. Chem. a radioactive metallic 
element of the lanthanide series occurring in 
nuclear-waste material. [based on Prometheus (see 
PROMETHEAN) | 

prominence 7. | the state of being prominent. 2 a 
prominent thing, esp. a jutting outcrop, mountain, etc. 

prominent aq. | jutting out; projecting, 2 conspicu- 
ous. 3 distinguished; important. [from Latin promz- 
nent- ‘jutting out’] 0 prominently adz. 

promiscuous adj. 1 having frequent and diverse 
sexual relationships. 2 mixed and indiscriminate 
(promiscuous hospitality). 3 collog. carelessly irregular; 
casual. [from Latin promiscuus] 0 promiscuity 7. 
promiscuously adi. 

promise e 7. | an assurance that one will or will not 
undertake a certain action, behaviour, etc. (a promise 
of help; gave a promise to be generous). 2 a sign or signs of 
future achievements, good results, etc. (a writer of 
great promise). @ v.tr. 1 (usu. foll. by to + infin., or thai + 
clause; also aéso/.) make (a person) a promise, esp. to 
do, give, or procure (a thing) (J promise you a fair hear- 
ing). 2 a afford expectations of (such a leaden sky 
promises rain). b (foll. by éo + infin.) seem likely to (2 
promising to rain). 3 collog. assure, confirm (I promise 

you, it will not be easy). O promise oneself look 

forward to (a pleasant time etc.). promise well (or 

ill etc.) hold out good (or bad etc.) prospects. [from 

Latin promissum ‘(thing) promised’| 0 promisee n. 

esp. Law. promisor n. esp. Law. 

promised land ». (prec. by the) 1 Bibl. Canaan 
(originally west of the River Jordan; Gen. 12:7 
etc.). 2 a any place where happiness is expected, 
esp. heaven. b any coveted situation (@ promised land 
of economic freedom). 


promising ad. likely to turn out well (@ promising 
slart). O promisingly adr. 

promissory ad). conveying or implying a promise. 
[from medieval Latin promzssorus] 

promissory note 1. 2 signed document containing 
a written promise to pay a stated sum. 

promo ¢olloq. @ n. (pl. -os) 1 publicity, advertising. 2 a 
trailer for a television programme. @ adj. promotional. 

promontory 7. (//. -ies) a point of high land 
jutting out into the sea etc.; a headland. [from 
mecheval Latin promontorium| 

promote ¢./7, 1 (often foll. by to) a advance or raise 
(a person) to a higher office, rank, etc. (cas promoted 
lo captain). b transfer (a sports team) to a higher diy- 
ision of a league etc. 2 help forward; support 
actively (a process, desired result, ete.). 
3 publicize andl sell (a product). [based on Latin 
promotus ‘moved forward’] G promotable adj. 
promotability 7. promotion 7. promotional 
adj. promotive ad). 


CAUSC, 


promoter 1. 1 a person who promotes. 2 a person 
who finances, organizes, etc. a sporting event, 
theatrical production, etc 

prompt e adj. acting, made, or done with alacrity. 
e@ ad. Brit. punctually (at sex o'clock prompt). @ vty 
1 (usu. foll. by éo, or fo + infin.) incite; urge ( prompted 
them to action}. 2 a also absol.) supply a forgotten 
word, sentence. etc.. to (an actor, reciter, etc.). 
b assist (a hesitating speaker) with a suggestion, 
3 give rise to; inspire (a thought, action, ctc.). @ 7. 
1 an act of prompting. 2 something spoken to help 
the memory of an actor etc. 3 = prompinr. 4 Comput- 
ing an indication or sign on a VDU screen to show 
that the system is waiting for mput. [from Latin 
promptus ‘produced’|] 0 prompting 7. prompti- 
tude 7. promptly adv. promptness n. 


proof positive 


prompt book 2. a copy of a play for a prompter’s 
use. 

prompter 7. 7heair. a person who prompts actors. 

promulgate vt 1 make known to the public: 
disseminate. 2 proclaim (a decree, news, etc.). 
[based on Latin promulgatus ‘published’] 0 promul- 
gation 7. promulgator 7. 

prone adj. 1 a lying face downwards (cf. suviny 1). 
b lying flat; prostrate. c having the front part down- 
wards, esp. the palm of the hand. 2 (usu. foll. by fo, 
or fo + infin.) disposed or lable (zs prone to bite his 
nails). 3 (usu. in comb.) more than usually likely to 
suffer (accident-prone). [from Latin pronus] 0 prone- 
ness 7. 


m Usage Prone in sense 2 means the same as (able, 
but is usually used with a person as its subject. 


prong e 7. each of two or more projecting pointed 
parts at the end of a fork etc. > 1uNING FoRK. @ wl 
1 pierce or stab with a fork. 2 turn up (soil) with a 
fork. [Middle English] 56 pronged adj. (also in 
comb... 

pronghorn 7. » a N. American 
deerlike ruminant, Anéilocapra amen- 
cana, the male of which has horns 
with forward-pointing prongs 

pronominal adj. of, relating to, or 
serving as, a pronoun. [based on 
Latin pronomen ‘pronoun’ | 
a pronominalize v.17, (also 
-ise). pronominally adv. 

pronoun 27. a word used 
instead of a noun already 
mentioned or known, esp. 
to avoid repetition (e.g. we, 
their, this, ourselves). 


pronounce 1/7, 1 (also absol.) 
utter or speak (words, 
sounds, etc.) in a cer- 
tain way. 2 a utter or 
deliver (a judgement, 
curse, etc.) formally or 
solemnly. b proclaim 
or announce officially 
(1 pronounce you man and 
wyfe). 3 state or declare, as being one’s opinion (the 
apples were pronounced excellent). [from Latin pronun- 
fiare| 0 pronounceable adj. pronounceability 7. 
pronouncement 7. pronouncer 7. 


PRONGHORN 
(Antilocapra americana) 


pronounced ad. 1 (of a word, sound, etc.) uttered. 
2 strongly marked; decided (a pronounced limp). 
Oo pronouncedly adi. 

pronto adv. collog. promptly, quickly. [Spanish] 

pronunciation 7. 1 the way in which a word is 
pronounced, esp. with reference to a standard. 
2 the act or an instance of pronouncing. 3 a 
person’s way of pronouncing words etc. [from 
Latin pronuntiatio| 


w Usage Pronunciation is often pronounced with the 
second syllable rhyming with bounce instead of with 
dunce. This should be avoided. 


proof e 7. 1 facts, evidence, argument, etc. estab- 
lishing or helping to establish a fact. 2 a 
demonstration or act of proving (not capable of proof: 
in proof of my assertion). 3 a test or trial (the proof of 
the pudding is in the eating). 4 the standard of strength 
of distilled alcoholic liquors. 5 Printing a trial 
impression taken from type or film, used for 
making corrections before final printing. 6 a photo- 
graphic print made for selection etc. 7 any ol 
various preliminary impressions of coins struck as 
specimens. @ ad. 1 impervious to penetration, ill 
effects, etc. (proof agains! the severest weather). 2 (in 
comb.) able to withstand damage or destruction by a 
specified agent (soundproof, childproof). 3 being of 
proof alcoholic strength. @ x/r 1 make (something) 
proof, esp. make (fabric) waterproof. 2 make a 
proof of (a ee work etc.). [from Late Latin 
proba| 


proof positive 7. absolutely certain proof. 


695 


ie 


proof-read 


proof-read vty, (pas! and past part. -read) read 
printer's proofs) and mark any errors. O proof- 
reader 1. proof-reading /. 

proof-sheet ». a shiect of printer’s proof. 

proof spirit n. a mixture of alcohol and water 
having proof strength. 


prop'e 7. 1a rigid support, esp. one not an integral 
part of the thing supported. 2 a person who 
supplies assistance, comfort, ctc. 3 (in full prop 
forward, Rugiy a forward at either end of the front 
row of a scrum, > kUGny, @ vin (propped. prop- 
ping) (often foll. by agaist, up, etc.) support with or 
as Wf with a prop ( propped him agains! the wall. propped 
itup with a brick). (Middle English] 

prop? n. Theatr: collog. = veo 3. 

prop® x. collog. a propeller. 

propaganda 7. 1 an organized programme of 
publicity, selected information, etc., used to propa- 
gate a doctrine, practice, etc. 2 usu. derog the 
information, doctrines. etc., propagated in this way. 
from modern Latin congregatio de propaganda fide 
‘congregation for propagation of the faith’| 

propagandist e #. a person who spreads propa- 
ganda. @ adj. consisting of or spreading propa- 
ganda. O propagandism 7. propagandistic ad). 
propagandistically ad). propagandize «ini, © 
tr (also -ise . 

propagate 7/: 1 a breed specimens of (a plant. 
animal, etc.) by natural processes from the parent 
stock. b (refl. or absol.) (of a plant, animal, etc.) 
reproduce itself. 2 dissemimate; spread {a state- 
ment. belief, theory. etc.). 3 extend the operation 
off transmit (a vibration, earthquake, ete.). [based 
on Latin propagaius “of plants) multiplied from 
layers | 0 propagation /, propagative “d). 

propagator 7. 1 a person or thing that propagates. 
2 ¥ a small box that can be heated, used for ger- 
minating seeds or raising seedlings 

seed tray 


yeedling ventilator 


PROPAGATOR 


propane 7. a gaseous Indrocarbon of the alkanc 
series used as bottled fuel & vk v1 

propanoic acid 1. Ghvm. a colourless sharp- 
smelling hiquicl acid used for inhibiting the growth 
of mould in bread. [based on propyst | 

propel «./). propelled, propelling, 1 drive o1 
push forward, 2 urge on; encourage. [Middle 
english in scrse “to expel; from Latin propellere “ta 
drive forth’ 

propellant 7. 1 a thing that propels. 2 an inert 
compressed Haid i which the active contents of an 
acrosol are dispersed. 3 a substance used as rocket 
fuel. 

propeller 7. 1a person or thing that propels. 2 a 
reve Ving shalt wath blades, esp. for propelling a ship 
or aarcralt (cll sereae propiller). sper ser. OL OAR. 
REW PROPLTELK 

propeller shaft 1, Bri. a shaft Wansmitting powe 
from an engine toa propeller or to the wheels of a 
vchicle 

propelling pencil », 57/. a pencil with the lead 
advanced or retracted by twisting the outer case. 

propensity 1. ///. -ies. an inclination or tendency 
has a propensity for ceandeaing. [based on Latin piapen 
es “inclined | 

proper @ ad) La accurate, correct hi Proper senye af 
the word, the pinfur amount .b tit, suttable, right ad He 
proper time: do the proper weays. 2 decent: respectable 


esp. excessively so. 3 usu. loll. by fe belonging on 


Ob 


relating exclusively or distinctively (cath the respect 
proper to them). 4 (usu. placed after noun) strictly so 
called; real, genuine (this is the crypt, not the cathedral 
proper). 5 esp. Brit. collog. thorough; complete (had a 
proper row about it). @ ade. Brit. dial. or collog. 
I completely; very (_/e/l proper daft). 2 with reference 
to speech) in a genteel manner (/earn lo talk proper). 
[from Latin proprius “one’s own, special] G proper- 
ness 1. 

proper fraction 7. a fraction that is less than unity. 
with the numerator less than the denominator. 

properly adr. 1 fittingly; suitably (do i properly). 
2 accurately: correctly | properly speaking). 3 rightly 
(he very properly refused). 4 with decency; respectably 
(behave properly). 5 csp. Brit. collag. thoroughly (the) 
were properly ashamed }. 

proper name /. (also proper noun) (rani. a name 
used for an individual person. place, animal, coun- 
try, title, etc., and spelt with a capital letter, c.g. Jane. 
Landon, Everest. 

proper pride see pip. 7. 3. 

propertied ad). having property, esp. land. 

property 1. (pi. -ies) 1 a something owned; a 
possession, esp. a house, land, etc. b possessions 
collectively, esp. real estate (has money in property). 
2 an attribute, quality, or characteristic (hay the prop 
erly of dissolving grease}. 3. a movable object used on a 
theatre stage. ina hlm, ete. [from Latin proprietas. 
related to provi] 

property man 1. | /e!. property mistress) a 
man (or woman) in charge of theatrical propertics. 

prop forward sce por’, 3. 

prophecy ». (f/. -ies) 1 a a prophetic utterance. 
esp. bibheal. b a prediction of future events 
(a prophecy of massive inflation). 2 the faculty. function, 
or pracuce of prophesying (he vifl of prophecy). {from 
Greek propheleia, related to proreti (| 

prophesy «=: (-ies, -1ed) 1 /x (usu. loll. by that, who, 
cu. foretell (an event ete.). 2 min speak as a 
prophet; foretell future events. [from Old French 
profecter| 

prophet 77. | /7. prophetess) 1 a teacher or inter- 
preter of the supposed will of God. 2 aa person 
who forctells events. b a person who aclvocates and 
speaks innovatively for a cause (a prophet of the neu 
order). 3. the Prophet) a Muhainmad. b Joseph 
Smith, founder of the Mormons. o1 one of his 

[from Greek prophélés ‘spokesman’] 
0 prophethood 1. prophetism 1. 

prophetic ad. 1 (ofien foll. by of containing a 
predicuon; predicting 2 of or concerning a 
prophet. o prophetical ad). prophetically ad: 

prophylactic e adj. tencling to prevent cliscasc. @ 7. 
1 @ preventive medicine or course of action. 2 esp. 
\. Amer a condom, [from Greek prophulaktihos| 

prophylaxis 7. preventive treatnent against 
clisease. [based on Greek phulaxis “act of guarding’ | 


SUECESSOLS. 


propinquity 7. 1 nearness m space; proximity, 
2 close kinship. 3 similarity. [from Latin propin 
quilas| 
propitiate /pro-pish-i-ayt/ a/; appease ian of 
fended person ete.). [based on Latin propitiatus 
‘appeased | 0 propitiator x. propitiatory wd). 
propitiation /pr6-pish-i-ay-shon/ n. 1 appease- 
ment. 2 Bibl, atonement, esp. Christ's, 
propitious /pr6-pish-iis/ ad. 1 (of an omen ete.) 
favourable. 2 often (oll. by for, fo) tof the weather, 
» suitable. 3 well disposed (he fates 
ver propitious, [from Latin propitus| G propi- 
tiously adi. propitiousness 1. 


an occasion, cle 


propolis 7. a red or brown resinous substance 
collected by bees from buds for use in constructing 
hives. {from Greek propolis suburb, bec-glue’ | 

proponent ), 
theory, or proposal. [from Latin proponent- place 
before | 


a person advocating a motion. 


proportion e ». laa comparative part or share @ 
farce propartian of the profits, ba comparative ratio 
the proportion of births to deaths, 2 the correct o1 
pleasing relaon of things or parts of a thing dhe 


prosaic 


house has fine proportions; exaggerated out of all proportion). 
3 (in pl.) dimensions; size (large proportions). 4 Math. 
an equality of ratios between two pairs of quanti- 
ues, e.g. 3:5 and 9:15. Sce also pirner PROPORTION, 
INVERSE PROPORTION. @ v0 (usu. foll. by to) make (a 
thing etc.) proportionate (must proportion the punish- 
ment lo the crime). Q in proportion 1 by the same 
factor, 2 without exaggerating (importance etc.) 
unust get the facts in proportion), [from Latin proportio| 
Oo proportioned adj. {also in comb). 


w Usage Proportion as a noun means “comparative 
part or share’ (see sense 1); it should not be used as 
a mere synonym for part. 


proportional adj. in due proportion; comparable 
(a proportional increase in the expense), 0 proportional- 
ity 7. proportionally adi. 

proportional representation 7. an clectoral 
system in which all parties gain seats in proportion 
to the number of votes cast for them. 

proportionate adj. = PRovOROnAL. O proportion- 
ately adv. 

proposal 7. 1 a the act or an instance of proposing 
something. b a course of action etc. so proposed 
the proposal was never carried out). 2 an offer of 
marriage. 

propose «¢. I /: (also abso/.) put forward tor consid- 
eration or as a plan, 2 ? (usu. foll. by ¢o + infin., or 
verbal noun) intend: purpose { propose to open a res- 
taurant). 3 antz (usu. foll. by te) offer oneself in 
marriage. 4 /; nommate {a person) as a member of 
a society, for an office, etc. 5 i offer (a person’s 
health, a person, etc.) as a subject for a toast. {from 
Old French proposer| 0 proposer n. 

proposition e 7. 1 a statement or assertion. 2 a 
scheme proposed; a proposal. 3 collog. a problem, 
opponent, prospect, etc. that is to be dealt with 
(a difficult propositions, 4 Math. a formal statement of 
a theorem or problem, often including the demon- 
strauon, 5 a an enterprise ete. with regard to its 
likehhood of commercial etc. success. b a person 
regarded similarly. 6 collog. a sexual proposal. @ vt 
collog. take a proposal esp. of sexual mtercourse) 
to. GD propositional ad). 

propound 7/7, offer for consideration; propose. 
[earlier propone: from Latin proponere]) Q pro- 
pounder n. 

proprietary adj. 1 of or relating to a proprietor 
( proprietary rights). 2 held in private ownership. 3 (of 
a product, esp. a drug or medicine; marketed under 
and protected by a registered trade name. [from 
Late Latin proprielarius| 

proprietary name /. (also proprietary term) a 
naine of a product etc. registered as a trade mark, 

proprietor 1. ( /é. proprietress) 1 a holder of 
property: 2 the owner of a business etc. 0 propri- 
etorial «d). proprietorially ad. proprietorship 7. 

propriety 7. (/)/. -ies) I fitness: rightness (doubl the 
propriety of refusing him). 2 correctness of behaviour 
or morals ,highes! standards of propriety). 3 (im pl.) the 
details or rules of correct conduct cmust observe the 
propreties). [Middle English in sense ‘ownership, 
pecuharity®: from Old French propreté property] 

propulsion 7. the act or an instance of driving or 
pushing forward. [from medieval Latin propulsio) 
O propulsive a7). 

propylene 7. Chem. a gascous hydrocarbon of the 
alkene series used in the manufacture of chemicals. 

pro rata e ad). proportional. e ade. proportionally, 
[Latin, literally “according to the rate’ | 

prorate ¢./7, allocate or distribute pro rata. o prora- 
tion 1, 

prorogue /proh-rohg/ 7. \prorogues, prorogued. 
proroguing) 1 /: discontinue the mectings of (a 
parhament ete.) without dissolving it. 2 ain (of a 
parliament ete.) be prorogued. [from Latin prorogan 
‘to prolong’| GO prorogation 7. 

prosaic ad. 1 like prose, lacking poctic beauty. 
2 unromantic: dull: commonplace (éook a prosaic view 
of life). {trom Late Laun prosaicus| 0 prosaically ad? 


pros and cons 


pros and cons 7.//. reasons or consiclerations for 
and against a proposition etc. 

proscenium /pré-see-ni-iim/ 7. (p/. prosceniums 
or proscenia) the part of a stage in front of the 
curtain. > tHmarre. [based on Greek skene ‘stage’| 

prosciutto /pré-shoo-toh/ n. Italian ham, esp. 
raw and eaten as an hors d’oeuvre. [Italian] 

proscribe v./r, 1 forbid, esp. by law ( proscribed drugs). 
2 reject or denounce (a practice etc.) as unwanted or 
dangerous. 3 esp. /zst. outlaw (a person). [from Latin 
proscribere| O proscription n. proscriptive adj. 


. Usage See Usage Note at PRESCRIBE. 


prose 7. 1 the ordinary form of the written or 
spoken language (opp. porrry 2, verse n. la) (also 
atirtb.: Multon’s prose works). 2 a passage of prose, esp. 
for translation into a foreign language. 3 a dull or 
commonplace speech, writing, etc. b an instance of 
this. [from Latin prosa (oraito) ‘straightforward 
(discourse)’] 

prosecute v./7 1 (also absol.) institute legal proceed- 
ings against (a person) or with reference to (a crime, 
action, etc.). 2 carry on (a trade, pursuit, etc.). 
[based on Latin prosecuius ‘pursued’| 0 pros- 
ecutable adj. 

prosecution 7. | a the institution and carrying on 
of (esp. criminal) legal proceedings. b the prosecut- 
ing party in a court case (the prosecution denied this). 
2 the act or an instance of prosecuting (met her in the 
prosecution of his hobby). 

prosecutor 2. ( jem. prosecutrix) a person who 
prosecutes, esp. in a criminal court. O prosecutorial 
adj. 

proselyte 7. 1 a person converted, esp. recently, 
from one Roe creed, party, etc., to another. 2a 
convert to fudaism. [from Greek proséluthos 
‘stranger, convert’ 0 proselytism 7. 

proselytize wt (also -ise) (also absol.) convert 
(a person) from one belief etc. to another. 0 pros- 
elytizer 7. 

prose poem 7. (also prose poetry) a piece of 
imaginative poetic wr Oy in prose. 

prosimian <00/. @ 7. ¥ a primitive primate of the 

suborder Prosimii. which includes lemurs, lorises. 

galagos, and _tar- 

siers. @ adj. of or 

relating to this 

suborder. > paimait 


prosody 7. 1 the theory 
and practice of 
tion, 2 the study of speech 
rhythms. [from — Greek 
prosoua| Q prosodic ad). 
prosodist 7. 
prospect e 7. /pros-pckt/ 
1 a (often in f/.) an expectation, esp. of success in a 
career etc. (his prospects were brilliant; no prospect of 
success). b something one has to look forward to (don’! 
relish the prospect of meeting him), 2 an extensive view of 
landscape etc. (a striking prospect). 3 a possible or prob- 
able customer, subscriber, etc. @ vu. /prd-spekt/ 1 tir. 
(usu. foll. by for) a explore a region for gold etc. b look 
out for or search for something. 2 & explore (a region) 
for gold etc. {from Latin frospectus| 0 prospector 7. 
prospective adj. 1 concerned with or applying to 
the future (implies a prospective obligation) (cf. Rei RO- 
specrive adj. 1), 2 some day to be; expected; future 


versilica- 


PROSIMIAN: 
GREATER BUSHB\BY 
(Galago crassicaudatus) 


( prospective bridegroom). {froma Late Latin prospectivus] 
| O prospectively adv. 

prospectus 2. (//, prospectuses) a printed docu- 
ment advertising or describing a_ school, 
commercial enterprise, forthcoming book, etc. 
[Latin, literally ‘prospect’ 

prosper v. I mir, succeed; thrive. 2 (, make success- 
ful (Heaven prosper him). [from Latin prosperare] 

prosperous adj. 1 successful; rich (@ prosperous 
merchant). 2 flourishing; thriving (a prosperous enter- 
prise). Q prosperity n. prosperously adv. 

prostaglandin 7, Biochem. any of a group of cyclic 
fatty acids with varying hormone-like effects in 
mammals, including the promotion of uterine 
contracuons. [German] 

prostate nr. (in full prostate gland) a gland 
surrounding the neck of the bladder in male 
mammals and releasing a fluid forming part of the 
semen. > urinary sysreM. [from Greek prostates ‘one 
that stands before’] c prostatic adj. 

prosthesis 7. (~/. prostheses) 1 W an artificial 
arm, leg, etc., a false breast, tooth, etc. 2 the branch 
of surgery supplying and fitting prostheses. [Late 
Latin, from Greek] 0 prosthetic adj. 


on-off hand 
swutch electric ~ cove) 
AX motor _ 
batiery as. 


compartment . hand cover 7 


PROSTHESIS: PROSTHETIC ARM 
prosthetics 7.p/. (usu. treated as sing) = pros rrests 2. 
prostitute e 7. 1 a a woman or girl who engages in 

sexual activity for payment. b (usu. male prosti- 
tute) a man or boy who engages in sexual activity, 
esp. with homosexual men, for payment. 2 a 
person who debases himself or herself for personal 
gain. @ wir 1 (esp. refl.) make a prostitute of (esp. 
oneself}, 2 a misuse (one’s talents, skills, etc.) for 
money. b offer (oneself, one’s honour, etc.) for 
unworthy ends, esp. for money. [based on Latun 
prostitutus “offered for sale’) a prostitution nh. 
prostrate e adj. 1 a lying face downwards, esp. in 
submission. b lying horizontally. 2 overcome, esp. 
by grief, exhaustion, etc. (prostrale wth self pity). 
3 Bot. growing along the ground. @ afr 1 lay (a 
person etc.) flat on the ground, 2 veh throw 
toneself) down in submission etc. 3 (of fatigue, 
illness, etc.) overcome; reduce to extreme physical 
weakness. {from Latin pros(ralus| 0 prostration n. 
prosy ad). (prosier, prosiest) tedious; common- 
, place; dull (prosy (alk). o prosily ade. 
protactinium 7. Chem. a radioactive metallic 
element whose chief isotope yields actinium by 
decay. [German| 

protagonist 7. 1 the chief person in a drama, story, 
etc. 2 the leading person in a contest etc.; a princi- 
pal performer. 3 (usu. foll. by of, for) disp. an 
advocate or champion of a cause ete. (a protagonist of 
weomen’s rights). [from Greck protagonistés| 


ws Usage The use of pro/agonist in sense 3 1s consid- 
ered incorrect in stanclard English. The word 
contains the Greek prefix proto. meaning ‘first’, not 
the prefix pro meaning ‘in favour of”. 


protean ad. variable, taking many forms. |from 
Proteus, Greck sea-god who could change form at will] 

protect zi 1 (often foll. by from, against) keep (a 
person, thing, etc.) safe, defend, guard. 2 Econ. 
shield (home industry) fron’ compeution by impos- 
ing import duues on foreign’ goods, [based on Latin 
prolectus “protected | 

protection 7. la the act or an instance of protect- 
ing. b the state of being protected: defence. ¢ a 


protocol 


thing, person, or animal that provides protection. 
2 (also protectionism) Econ. the theory or 
practice of protecting home industry, 3 collog. a 
immunity from molestation, obtamed by payment 
to gangsters etc. under threat of violence. b (in full 
protection money) the money so paid, esp. on 
a regular basis. 4 = sare conpucT. G protection- 
ist 7. 

protective e adj. intended or intending to protect. 
e x. Brit. something that protects, esp. a condom. 
O protectively adv. protectiveness 7. 

protective clothing 2. clothing worn to shield the 
body from dangerous substances or a hostile en- 
vironment. 

protective colouring 7. colouring disguising or 
camouflaging a plant or animal. 

protective custody 7. the detention of a person 
for his or her own protection. 

protector 7. ( /em. protectress) 1 a a person who 
protects. b a guardian or patron. 2 (usu. Protect- 
or) fist. a regent in charge of a kingdom during the 
minority, absence, etc. of the sovereign. 3 (often in 
comb.) a thing or device that protects. [from Late 
Latin] G protectorship 7. 

protectorate 7. 1 a state that is controlled and 
protected by another. 2 (usu. Protectorate) /vst. 
a the office of the protector of a kingdom or state. 
b the period of this. 

protégé /prot-é-zhay/ n. (jem. protegeée pronunc. 
same) a person under the protection, patronage, 
tutelage, etc. of another. [French, _ literally 
‘protected’ | 

protein 7. 1 any of a class of nitrogenous organic 
compounds composed of one or more chains of 
amino acids and forming an essential part of all 
living organisms. > aca. 2 such substances col- 
lectively, esp. as a dietary component. [based on 
Greek proteios ‘primary’| 0 proteinaceous adj. 

pro tem adj. & adv. collog. = pro rempor:. 

pro tempore /proh tem-po-ri/ adj. G adv. for the 
time being. [Latin| 

Proterozoic (Geol. e adj. of or relating to the later 
part of the Precambrian era, characterized by the 
oldest forms of life (ef. ArcHaLan). @ ”. this era. 
[based on Greek proteros former + 20¢ “life’] 

protest e 7. /proh-iest/ 1 a statement of dissent or 
disapproval. 2 (often attrib.) a usu. public demon- 
stration of objection to government etc. policy 
(marched in protest; protest demonstration). @ v. /prd-test/ 
1 ir (usu. foll. by against, at, about, etc.) make a 
protest against an acuon, proposal, etc. 2 (often 
foll. by that + clause; also absol.) affirm (one’s 
innocence ete.) solemnly, esp. in reply to an accusa- 
tion etc. 3 t& .V. Amer object to (a decision etc.). 
Ounder protest unwillingly. [from Latin proéestan| 
0 protester 7. protestingly adv. protestor 7. 
Protestant @ 7. a member or follower of any of the 
western Christian Churches that are separate from 
the Roman Catholic Church in accordance with 
the principles of the Reformation. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to any of the Protestant Churches or their 
members etc, O Protestantism 7. Protestantize 
v.tr. @ intr (also -ise), 

protestation 7. 1 a strong affirmation. 2 a protest. 
protist 7. any primitive organism of the kingcom 
Protista, with both plant and animal characteristics, 
including protozoans and simple algae and fungi. 
> prorozoan. [from Greek protista very first (things)’| 
protium 7. the ordinary isotope of hydrogen (cf. 
DIPt PLRIP MI. TREEEC MD, 

proto- comb jorm 1 original, 
Germanic). 2 first, original ( prototype). 


primitive 

[Greek] 

protocole ». 1 a official, esp. diplomatic, formality 
and etiquette observed on state occasions ete. b the 
rules, formalities, etc. of any procedure, group, etc 
2 the original draft of a diplomatic document, esp. 
a treaty. 3a formal statement of a transaction, @ 
protocolled, protocolling, 1 imi: draw up a 
protocol or protocols. 2 f record i 1 protocol. 
{originally Scots prothocoll: trom Greek protohallon 
‘first page, flyleat”] 


proto- 


proton 


PROTOZOAN 


Most protozoans live in damp environ- 
ments. They can be found in water, in the 


films of moisture around soil grains, and | 


sometimes within other organisms. The 

majority of protozoans are solitary, but 

some ~ such as Vortella - form aggrega- | 
| tions composed of many individuals. 


fran 


cup-shaped / 
hody 


cited 


sfone — inh 


MODEL OF A CLUSTER 
OF PROLOZOANS ¢ Forticella, 


proton 7. Physics a stable subatomic particle occur- 
ring in all atomuc nuclei, with a positive electric 
charge equal in magnitude to that of an electron. 
f& wom, [Greck, literally ‘first thingy] 0 protonic 
ad. 

protoplasm 2. Bio/. the material comprising the 
living part of a cell, consisting of a nucleus embed- 
ded in membrane-enclosed cytoplasm. [from 
Greek profoplasma] 0 protoplasmic ad). 

prototype 7. ban orginal thing or person of which 
or whom copies, improved forms, ete. are made. 
2 a trial model or preliminary version of a vehicle, 
machine, etc. [from Greck prototufos| GO prototypal 
adj. prototypte ad). prototypical ad). prototyp- 
ically adv. 

protozoan /proh-\6-zoh-iin/ e@ x. (also protozoon 
pl. protozoa or protozoans, A a usu. unicellulan 
and microscopic organism of the phylum or subking- 
com Protozoa, e.g. an amocha. @ ad. ‘also protozoic 
of or relating to this group of organisms. {based on 
Greek <oton ‘animal’] 0 protozoal ad. 

protract ¢./ prolong or lengthen in space or esp. 
time, [based on Latin protractus ‘drawn forth’| 
0 protraction n. 

protractor //, ® an in- 
strument for meas- 
uring angles. usu. 
in the form of 
oraduated semi- 
circle. 


protrude * 1 
mir extend be- 
yond or above a 
surface; project. 
2 fF thrust or cause to thrust out. 
protrudere| GQ protrusible ad). 
protrusive a). 

protuberant ad). bulging out; prominent. [from Late 
Laun frotuberant- “swelling out’| G protuberance n. 

proud a¢/j. 1 feeling greatly honoured or pleased (am 
proud to Knuiw him). 2 a yotten toll. by of) haughty; 
arrogant: proud of his ancient name). b volten in comb. 
having a proper pride; satisfied (howse-prond: proud of 
@ job well done). 3 a vol an oceasion ete.) justly arous- 
ing pride va froud day for uy. b of an action ete. 
showing justilied pride (a proud race of the hand). 

4 tof a thing) imposing: splendid. 5 Brit, slightly 
projec ting from a surface ete, (he nail stood proud of 


PROTRACTOR 


{from Latin 
protrusion 7. 
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the plank). 0 do proud collog. 1 treat with lavish 
gene ane or honour (they did us proud on our anniver 
sary). 2 (vefl.) act honour: ably or worthily. [based on 
Latin prodesse ‘to be of value’|] G proudly adz. 

prove 2: ( pas! part. proved or proven) 1 /r: (ofien foll. 
by /hal+ clause) demonstrate the truth of by evidence 
or argument. 2 infra (usu. foll. by éo+ infin.) be found 
(i proved to be untrue). b emerge Incontrovertibly as (ceil 
prove the winner). 3 Wy. establish the genuineness and 
validity of (a will), 4 méx (of dough) rise in bread- 
making, 5 f: archae test the qualities of} wy. o not 
proven (in Scottish Law) a verdict that there is insu& 
ficient evidence to establish guilt or innocence. 
prove oneself show one’s abilities, courage, etc. 
[from Latin probare ‘to test, approve, demonstrate’] 
a provable «dj. provability n. provably adi. 


a Usage The use of proven as the past participle is 
uncommon except in certain expressions, such as of 
proven ability. It is, however, standard in Scots and 
American English. 


provenance 7. 1 the place of origin or earliest 
known history, esp. of a work of art, manuscript, 
ete. 2 origin. [French] 

Provengal /prov-on-sahl/ e@ ad. of or concerning 
the language, inhabitants, landscape, ete. of 
Provence, a former province of SE France. e 7. La 
native of Provence. 2 the language of Provence. 
[French, based on Latin provincia Sprovince’, collo- 
quial name for southern Gaul under Roman rule} 

provender 7. I animal fodder. 2 joc. 
humans. {from Latin praehenda ‘prebend | 

proverb 7. a short pithy saying in general use, held 
to embody a general truth, {from Latin proverbium| 


food for 


proverbial ad. 1 wsp. of a specific characteristic 
cle.) famous, notorious (his proverbial honest). 2 of or 
referred to in a proverb; familiar as a proverb or 
catchphrase or as a stock character (the proverbial ill 
wind). 0 proverbially adi: 

provide 7. 1 / supply: furnish (prowded them with 
food: provided food for them). 2 intr. a (usu. foll. by for. 
agains!) make due preparation. b (usu. foll. by for 
sce to the maintenance of a person ete, 3m (usu. 
loll. by that) stipulate in a will, statute, etc. [from 
Latin providere| 

provided e aij, supplied, firrnished. @ con. ‘often fol. 
by that) on the condition or understanding (that). 

providence 7. 1 the protective care of God or 
nature. 2 (Providence) God in this aspect. 
3 umely ¢are or preparation; foresight; thrift. 

provident ad}. having or showine foresight; thrifty. 
[from Latin providen/- ‘foresceing | 0 providently 
ade. 

providential adj, 1 of or by divine foresight or 
interposiuon, 2 opportune, lucky, a providen- 
tially adi. 

provider ». 1 a person or thing that provides. 2 the 
breadwinner of a feanily ete, 

providing con). = rRoy iwi con). 

province 7, 1 a principal administrative diviston of 
a country etc, 2 (the Province; Brit, Northern 
Ireland. 3 \the provinces) the whole of a country 
outside the capital or US other major cities, esp. 
regarded as uncultured, unsophisticated, etc. 4 a 
sphere of action; business (wutside my province as a 
teacher). [from Latin provieia “charge, province’ | 


provincial e «dj. 1 a of or concerning a province. 
b of or concerning the provinces. 2. unsophisti- 

miecultured. O provincialism 7 
provinciality 1. provincially «di: 

provision e 7. 1a the act or an instance of provid- 
ing. b something provided. 2 yin pl.) food, drink, 
cle., esp, for an expedition, 3 a a legal or formal 
Statement providing for something. b a clause of 
this. @ 7.4. supply (an expedition ete.) with provi- 
sions. [from Latin pro isco] O provisioner 7. 


cated or 


provisional «dj. providing for immediate necds 
only; temporary. O previsionality 7. provision- 
ally adi. 

proviso /pré-vy-zoh/ n. (pl. -os) 1 a stipulation. 


prune 


2 a clause of stipulation or limitation in a docu- 
ment. [Latin, from medieval phrase proviso quod “it 
being provided that’] 

provisory adj. 1 conditional; having a proviso. 
2 making provision (provisg?p care). [fron medieval 
Latin provisorins] 

Provo 1. (pl. -os) collog. a member of the Provisional 
IRA, 

provocation 7. 1 the act or an instance of provok- 
ing; a state of being provoked. 2 a cause of an- 
noyance. [from Latin provocatio| 

provocative adj. 1 (usu. foll. by of) tending to 
provoke, esp. anger or sexual desire. 2 intentionally 
annoying. {from Late Latin provocativus| O pro- 
vocatively ad. provocativeness 7. 

provoke »,/, la incite to anger. b (often foll. by to, 
lo + pi or into) rouse or incite [ ( provoked him to 
Jur). ¢ (as provoking ad.) exasperating; irritating. 
2 call ee instigate (indignation, an inquiry, etc.). 
3 tempt: allure. 4 cause (cz! provoke fermentation). 
[from Latin provocare| 0 provokable adj. provoker 
n. provokingly ad. 

provost 7. 1 Sri. the head of some colleges esp. 
at Oxtord or Cambridge. 2 Se the head of 
a municipal corporation or burgh. 3 US a 
high administrative officer in a university. 4 = 
PROVOS! MARSHAL. [from medieval Latin propositus, 
for praepositus “(person) placed at the head’| 
0 provostship 7. 

provost marshal 7. I the head of military police 
in camp or on active service. 2 the master-at-arms 
of a ship in which a court martial is held. 

prow 7. 1 the forepart or bow of a ship adjoining 
the stern. 2 a pointed or projecting front part. 
> rriniai. [from Greek praia] 

prowess 7. 1 skill: expertise. 2 valour. [from Old 
French proesce| 

prowl e ¢. 1 / roam (a place) in search or as if in 
search of prey, plunder, etc. 2 mir (often foll. by 
about, around) move about like a Wine @ 7. the act 
or an instance of prowling. o on the prowl 
moving about secretively or rapaciously. [Middle 
English] 0 prowler n. 

prox. abbr. proxima 

proximate adj. 1 nearest or next before or after (in 
place, order, tima, causation, etc.). 2 approximate, 
[from Latin proximatus * ue: } G proxi- 
mately adi. 

proximity 7. nearness in space, ime, etc. [from 
Latin proximitas| 

proximo adj. Commerce of next month. [from Latin 
proximo mense ‘in the next month’ | 

proxy 7. (p/. -ieS) ‘also atin.) 1 the authorization 
given to a substitute or deputy, 2 a person author- 
ized to act as a substitute etc. 3 a a document 
giving the power to act as a proxy, esp. in voting. 
ba vote given by this. [from obsolete procuracy: from 
medieval Latin procuratia ‘procurement’ | 

Prozac n. prop: au antidepressant drug, fluoxetine 
hydrochloride. 

prude 7. a person having or affecting an attitude of 
extreme propricty or modesty esp. in sexual 
matters. [French, back-formation from prudefemme 
‘good woman and true’] G prudery 1. (p/. -ies). 
prudish dj. prudishly a. prudishness 2. 

prudent ad). 1 (of a person or conduct) careful to 
avoid — undesired consequences; — circumspect. 
2 discreet. [from contraction of ” Latin providens 
prowdent- provident | 0 prudence x. prudently ad:. 

prudential ad. of, involving, o1 
prudence. 0 prudentially ad: 

prune!» 1a plum preserved by drying, 2 collog. a 
stlly or iste ‘d person. [from Greek prou(m)non 
‘plum | 

prune? 2/7, 1 a (often full. by down) trim (a tree etc.) 
hy cutting away dead or overgrown branches ete. 
b (usu. foll. by off, azeay) lop (branches ete.) from a 
tree. 2 reduce (costs ctc.). 3a (often foll. by of ) clear 
(a book etc.) of superfluities. b remove (super- 
luites), {from Old French pro(o)ignier] o pruner 7. 


marked by 


prurient 


prurient aq). 1 having an unhealthy obsession with 
sexual matters. 2 encouraging such an obsession. 
[from Latin prurieni- ‘itching, being wanton’] 
0 prurience 7. pruriency 7. pruriently adv. 

Prussian e ad). of or relating to Prussia or the mili- 
taristic tradition associated with it. @ n. a native of 
Prussia. 

Prussian blue e 7. a deep blue pigment. e adj. 
(hyphenated when attrib.) of this colour. 

prussic acid 2. hydrocyanic acid. [from French 
prussique, based on Prusse ‘Prussia’| 

pry! w.inix (pries, pried) 1 (usu. foll. by into) enquire 
impertinently. 2 (usu. foll. by znéo, about, etc.) look or 
peer inquisitively. {Middle English] 0 prying adj. 
pryingly adv. 

pry’ wt: (pries, pried) (often foll. by out of; open, 
etc.) \. Amer. = prise. 

PS abbr. 1 Police Sergeant. 2 postscript. 

psalm /sahm/ 7. 1 Bibl. a (also Psalm) any of the 
sacred songs contained in the Book of Psalms. 
b (the Psalms or the Book of Psalms) the book 
of the Old Testament containing the Psalms. 2 a 
sacred song or hymn. [from Greek psalmos ‘song 
sung to a harp’| 0 psalmic ad). 

psalmist /sahm-ist/ 7. 1 the author or composer 
of a psalm, 2 (the Psalmist) David or the author 
of any of the Psalms. 

psalmody /sahm-édi/ n. the practice or art of 
singing psalms, hymns, etc., esp. in public worship. 
[from Greek psalmmdia ‘singing to a harp’| 
a psalmodic ad. psalmodist 7. 

psalter /sawl-ter/ n. (also Psalter) 1 a the Book 
of Psalms. b a version of this (the English Psalter). 2 a 
copy of the Psalms, esp. for liturgical use. [from 
Greek psalterion, a stringed instrument (in ecclesias- 
tical Latin and Greek sense ‘Book of Psalms’)| 

psaltery /sawl-té-ri/ n. (p/. -ies) an ancient and 
medieval instrument like a dulcimer but played by 
plucking the strings. [related to psaurcr] 

PSBR abér. Bri. public sector borrowing requirement. 

psephology /sef-ol-6ji/ n. the statistical study of 
voting ete. [based on Greek pséphos ‘pebble, vote’| 
o psephological ad. psephologically adi. 
psephologist z. 

pseud /s’yood/ collog. @ ad. intellectually or socially 
pretentious; not genuine. @ 7. such a person; a poseur. 

pseudo /s’yoo-doh/ e ad. 1 sham; spurious. 
2 insincere. @ n. (pl. -os) a pretentious or insincere 
person. [Greek, from pseudes ‘false’| 

pseudo- /s’yoo-doh/ comb. form (also pseud- 
before a vowel) 1 supposed or purporting to be but 
not really so; false; not genuine ( pseudo-intellectual). 
2 resembling (often in technical applications 
( pseudo-acid). [Greek] 

pseudonym /s’yoo-d6-nim/ 7. a fictitious name, 
esp. one assumed by an author. [from Greek pseud- 
énymon| 

pseudonymous /s’yoo-don-i-miis/ adj. writing or 
written under a false name. 0 pseudonymity 7. 
pseudonymously ad. 

pseudopodium 7”. (//. pseudopodia) ¥ (in amoeb- 
oid cells) a temporary protrusion of the cell surface 
for movement, feeding, etc. [modern Latin (as 
PSEUDO-, PODILM)| 


pseudopadium 
reaches out to 
engulf food 


nuelins Voplasm 


food E 
vacuale va 


PSEUDOPODIA OF 


pseudopodium | 


AN AMOEBA 


pseudo-science 7. a pretended or spurious 
science, 0 pseudo-scientific ad). 

psi 7. 1 the twenty-third letter of the Greek alpha- 
bet (Y, y). 2 supposed parapsychological faculties, 
phenomena, etc. regarded collectively. [Greek] 

p.S.i. abbr. pounds per square inch. 

psilocybin /sy-l6-sy-bin/ n. a hallucinogenic alka- 
loid found in toadstools of the genus Psilocybe. 
[based on Greek psilos ‘bald’ + kubé ‘head’ | 

psittacosis 7. a contagious disease of birds, caused 
by chlamydiae and transmissible to human beings 
as a form of pneumonia. [based on Latin psittacus 
‘parrot’ | 

psoriasis /s6-ry-a-sis/ n. a skin disease marked by 
red scaly patches. [modern Latin, from Greek] 
O psoriatic ad). 

psst zt. (also pst) a whispered exclamation seeking 
to attract a person’s attention surreptitiously, 

PSV abbr. Brit. public service vehicle. 

psych syk v./7, (also psyche) collog. 1 (usu. foll. by up; 
often refl.) prepare (oneself or another person) 
mentally for an ordeal etc. 2 a (usu. foll. by out) 
analyse for one’s own advantage (can’l psych him out) 
b subject to psychoanalysis. 3 (often foll. by owt) 
intimidate, frighten. O psych out break down 
mentally; become confused or deranged. 

psyche /sy-ki/ 7. 1 the soul; the spirit. 2 the mind. 
[from Greek psukhe ‘breath, life, soul’} 

psychedelia /sy-ké-dee-lia/ n.p/. 1 a W psyche- 
delic articles, esp. posters, paintings, etc. b sub- 
culture associated with these. 2 psychedelic drugs. 


PSYCHEDELIA: 1960S PSYCHEDELIC POSTER 


psychedelic /sy-ké-del-ik/ adj. 1 a expanding the 
mind’s awareness etc., esp. through the use of 
halluemogenic drugs. b hallucinatory. 2 collog. 
a producing an effect resembling that of a psyche- 
dehc drug. b (of colours etc.) bright, bold, ancl 
often abstract. [based on Greek psukhé ‘soul’ + délos 
‘clear, manifest’] O psychedelically ad: 

psychiatric nurse 7. a nurse dealng with 
mentally ill patients. 

psychiatric patient 7. a paticnt suffermg from 
mental illness, 

psychiatry /sy-ky-atri/ n. the study and treatment 
of mental disease. [from Greek psukhe ‘soul’ + iatreza 
‘healmg’| 0 psychiatric adj. psychiatrically ade. 
psychiatrist 7. 

psychic /sy-kik/ @ «dj. 1 a (of a person) considered 
to have occult powers, such as clairvoyance etc. 
b (of a phenomenon etc.) inexplicable by natural 
laws. 2 of the soul or mind. @ 7. 1 a person consid- 
cred to have psychic powers; a meclium. 2 (in pi. 
the study of psychic phenomena. [from Greek 
psukhikos| 0 psychicist n. psychism n. 

psychical /sy-ki-kal/ aa. 1 concerning psychic 
phenomena or faculties ( psychical research). 2 of the 
soul or mind. 0 psychically ad: 


psychotropic 


psycho /sy-koh/ collog. @ n. (pl. -os) a psychopath. 
@ adj. psychopathic. 

psycho- /sy-koh/ comb. form relating to the mind or 
psychology. [from Greek psukhe ‘life, soul’] 

psychoactive adj. affecting the mind. 

psychoanalysis z.a therapeutic method of treat- 
ing mental disorders by investigating and bringing 
repressed fears and conflicts into the conscious 
mind. o psychoanalyse wiz (US -analyze). 
psychoanalyst 7. psychoanalytic ad. psycho- 
analytical adj. psychoanalytically adv. 

psychobabble n. US collog. derog. jargon used in 
popular psychology. 

psychodrama 7. 1 a form of psychotherapy in 
which patients act out events from their past. 2 a 
play or film etc. in which psychological elements 
are the main interest. 

psychokinesis n. the movement of objects suppos- 
edly by mental effort without the action of physical 
forces. 

psycholinguistics 7.//. (treated as sing) the study 
of the psychological aspects of language and 
language-learning. O psycholinguist ». psycho- 
linguistic ad). 

psychological adj. 1 of, relating to, or arising in the 
mind, 2 of or relating to psychology. 3 collog. (of an 
ailment etc.) imaginary. 0 psychologically adv. 

psychological] block 7. = mentat Bock. 

psychological moment 1. the most appropriate 
time for achieving a particular effect or purpose. 

psychological warfare 7. a campaign directed at 
reducing an opponent's morale. 

psychology 7. (//. -ies) 1 the scientific study of the 
human mind. 2 a treatise on or theory of this. 
3 a the mental characteristics or attitude of a 
person or group. b the mental factors in a situation, 
activity, etc. (psychology of crime). [from modern 
Latin psychologa| o psychologist 7. psychologize 
utr, & intr (also -ise). 

psychometrics 1.p/. (treated as sing) the science of 
measuring mental capacities and processes. 

psychometry /sy-kom-i-tni/ ». 1 the supposed 
divination of facts about events, people, etc. from 
inanimate objects associated with them. 2. the 
measurement of mental abilities. o psychometric 
adj, 

psychopath n. 1 a person suffering from chronic 
mental disorder esp. with abnormal or violent 
social behaviour. 2 a mentally or emotionally 
unstable person. G psychopathic adj. psycho- 
pathically adv. 

psychopathology 7». 1 the scientific study of 
mental disorders. 2 a mentally or behavioural] 
disordered state. 0 psychopathological adj. 

psychopathy /sy-kop-a-thi/ 2. psychopathic or 
psychologically abnormal behaviour. 

psychosexual adj. of or involving the psychological 
aspects of the sexual impulse. 0 psychosexually 
adn, 


psychosis /sy-koh-sis/ 7. ( //. psychoses) a severe 
mental derangement, esp. when resulting in delu- 
sions and loss of contact with external reality 
[based on Greek psukhein ‘to give life to’| 

psychosocial adj. of or involving the influence of 
social factors or human interactive behaviour. 
0 psychosocially ad:. 

psychosomatic adj. 1 (of an illness ete.) caused on 
aggravated by mental conflict, stress, etc. 2 of the 
mind and body together. 0 psychosomatically 
adi 

psychosurgery 7. brain surgery as a means of 
treating mental disorder, 0 psychosurgical ad). 

psychotherapy ». the treatment of mental dis- 
order by psychologic ul means. oO psychothera- 
peutic ad). psychotherapist » 

psychotic /sy-kot-ik/ @ ad). of or characterized by 
a psychosis. @ 7. a person suffering from a psychosis 
O psychotically ad. 

psychotropic 7. (of a drug acting on the mind 


hia 


PT 


PT abbr. physical training, 

Pt symb. Chem. the element platinum. 

pt. abbr. 1 part. 2 pint. 3 point. 4 port. 

PTA abby. 1 parent teacher association. 2 Passenger 
Transport Authority. 

ptarmigan /tar-mi-gan/ 7. any of various grouse- 
like northern game birds of the genus Lagopus, with 
feathered legs and feet. [from Gaelic /armachan] 

Pte. abbr. Private (soldier). 

ptero- /te-roh/ comb. form wing. |from Greek pleron| 

pterodactyl /te-ro-dak-til/ n. a pterosaur with 
tecth and a long slender head, neck, and tail. 

pterosaur /te-r6-sor/ n. any of a group of extinct 
flying reptiles with large bat-like wings, including 
pterodactyls. [based on Greek saura ‘hizard’| 

PTFE abd». polytetrafluoroethylene. 

PTO abby. please turn over. 

Ptolemaic /tol-é-may-ik/ adj. hist. of or relating to 
Ptolemy, a 2nd-c. Alexandrian astronomer, or his 
theories. [from Greek Ptolemaios ‘Ptolemy | 

Ptolemaic system 7. /i/. ¥ the theory that the 
Earth is the stationary centre of the Universe. 

ptomaine /toh-mayn/ 7. any of various amine 
compounds of unpleasant taste and odour found in 
putrefying animal and vegetable matter. [based on 
Greek ploma ‘corpse’ | 

Pu sym. Chem. the clement plutonium. 

pub ». 1 Brit. a public house. 2 Austral. a hotel. 


pub crawl 2. esp. Bru. collog. a drinking tour of 


several pubs. 
puberty n. the period during which an adolescent 


reaches sexual maturity and becomes capable of 


reproduction. {from Latin pubertas] O pubertal ad). 
pubes! n. (p/. same) 1 the lower part of the 
abdomen at the front of the pelvis, covered with 
hair from puberty. 2 collog. the pubic hair. [Latin] 
pubes? pi, of punis. 
pubescence 7, 1 the time when puberty begins. 
2 soft down on plants or on animals, esp. insects. 
[from medieval Latin pubesrentia| 0 pubescent ad). 
pubic ad. of or relating to the pubes or pubis. 
pubis 7. (//. pubes) either of a pair of bones form- 
ing the two sides of the pelvis. > skit1.ron. [from 
Latin os pubis ‘bone of the pubes’ | 
public e ad. 1 of or concerning the people as a 
whole (a public holiday). 2 open to or shared by all the 
people (public haths). 3 done or existing openly (a 
public protest). 4 provided by or concerning local o 
central government (public money). 3 a of or 
involved in the affairs of the community (publi 
figures). b of or relating to a person in his or her 
capacity as a public figure (a likeable public face). 
6 Bri. of, for, or acting for, a university ( public exam- 
ination). @ n. 1 (treated as sing. or pl.) the community 
in general, or members of the community. 2 a 
section of the community having a particular inter- 
est or in some special connection (the reading public). 
3 Brit. collog. a = rvwic err. b = puBiic HOUSE. O go 


- PTOLEMAIC SYSTEM 


Ptolemy, a 2nd-century Egyptian 
astronomer, saw the Earth as the centre 
of he universe, with the Sun, Moon, 
and the five known planets moving 
around it. This theory, known as the 
Ptolemaic or geocentric system, was 
universally accepted until the 16th 
century, when Nicolaus Copernicus, a 
Polish astronomer, proposed that the 
Sun was the centre of the universe, a 
theory known as the heliocentric system. 
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public 1 become a public company. 2 make one’s 
intentions plain. in public openly, publicly. in the 
public domain belonging to the public as a 
whole, esp. not subject to copyright. in the public 
eye famous or notorious. [from Latin publicus] 
0 publicly ade. 

public address system 2. loudspeakers, ampli- 
fiers, etc., used in addressing large audiences. 

publican 7. 1 a Bri. the keeper of a public house. 
b Austral. the keeper of a hotel. 2 Rom.Hist. & Bibl. 
a tax collector or tax farmer. [from Latin publicanus| 

public analyst 7. a member of a body that ana- 
lyses foodstuffs for toxic substances ete. 

publication 7. 1 a the preparation and issuing of a 
hook, music, etc. to the public. b a book etc. so 
issued. 2 the act or an instance of making some- 
thing publicly known. [from Latin publicatio| 

public bar n. Bri. the least expensive bar in a 
public house. 

public company 7. Brit. a company that sells 
shares to all buyers on the open market. 

public domain 7. (prec. by the) the state of belong- 
ing or heing available to the public as a whole, esp. 
by not being subject to legal restrictions such as 
copyright. 

public enemy 2. a notorious wanted criminal. 

public figure 7. a famous person. 

public health x. the provision of adequate sanita- 
tion, dramage, etc. by government. 

public house z. 1 47. an inn providing alcoholic 
drinks for consumption on the premises. 2 an inn. 

publicist 2. a publicity agent or public relations 
officer. [based on Latin (jus) publicum ‘public law’] 
O publicistic ad). 

publicity 7. 1 a the professional exploitation of a 
product, person, etc., by advertising or populariz- 
ing. b material or information used for this. 
2 public exposure. 

publicity agent 7. a person employed to produce 
or heighten public exposure. 

publicize 1/7, (also -ise) advertise; make publicly 
known. 

public lending right 7. (in the UK) the right of 
authors to payment when their books etc. are lent 
ly public libraries. 

public opinion 7. views, esp. moral, prevalent 
among the general public. 

public orator see oxvror 2. 

public ownership 7. state ownership of the 
means of production, distribution, and exchange. 

public prosecutor 7. a law officer conchicting 
criminal proceedings on behalf of the state or in 
the public interest. 

public purse 7. the national treasury: 

Public Record Office 7. (in the UK) an institution 
keeping official archives for public inspection. 

public relations 1,/)/, the professional maintenance 
of a favourable public image by a company etc. 


public relations officer 7. a person employed by 
a company etc. to promote a favourable public 
image. 

public school 7. 1 (in England and Wales) a 
private fee-paying secondary school, esp. for 
boarders. 2 (in Scotland, N. America, etc.) a non- 
fee-paying school. 

public sector 7. that part of an economy, industry, 
etc. that is controlled by the State. 

public servant 7. a State official. 

public spirit 7. a willingness to engage in 
community action. 0 public-spirited adj. public- 
spiritedly adj. public-spiritedness ad. 

public transport 7. buses, trains, etc., charging set 
fares and running on fixed routes. 

public utility 7. an organization supplying water, 
gas, etc. to the community. 

public works n.p/. building operations etc. done by 
or for the State on behalf of the community. 

publish @./7, 1 (also absol.) prepare and issue (a book, 
newspaper, etc.) for public sale. 2 make generally 
known. 3 announce formally; read (marriage 
banns). 4 (esp. as published aaj.) publish the works 
of (a published poet). [from Latin publicare ‘to make 
public] 0 publishable ad). 

publisher 7. a person or esp. a company that 
produces and distributes copies of a book, news- 
paper, etc. for sale. 

puce e 7. a dark red or purple-brown colour. e ad). 
of this colour. [French, literally ‘flea(-colour)’] 

puck! n. a rubber disc used as a ball in ice hockey. 
© Hockey. [1 9th-century comage] 

puck? 7. 1a mischievous or evil sprite. 2 a mischiev- 
ous child. [Old English] 0 puckish aaj. puckishly 
adv. puckishness n. 

pucka var. of PuKKA. 

pucker e «.t7, & inir. (often foll. by up) gather or 
cause to eather into wrinkles, folds, or bulges. e 7. 
such a wrinkle etc. o puckery ad). 

pud x. Brit. collog. =Svupnina. 

pudding ». 1 a any of various sweet cooked dishes. 
b a savoury dish containing flour, suet, etc. (lorkshire 
pudding). ¢ Brit. thessweet course of a meal. d the 
intestines of a pig etc. stuffed with oatmeal, spices, 
blood, ete. (black pudding). e USa cold dessert with a 
soft or creamy consistency. 2 collog. a fat, dumpy, or 
stupid person. [from Old French doudin ‘black 
pudding’] o puddingy ad). 

pudding basin 7. a basin in which puddings are 
made and often steamed. 

puddle ez. 1 asmall pool, esp. of rainwater on a road 
etc. 2 clay and sand mixed with water and used as a 
watertight covering for embankments etc. @ v I & 
a knead (clay and sand) into puddle. b line (a canal 
etc.) with puddle. 2 ifr make puddle from clay etc. 
3 i sur (molten iron) to produce wrought iron by 
expelling carbon. {Middle English] o puddler 1. 
puddly «ad. 

pudendum =». | //. pudenda) (usu. in fi.) the geni- 
tals, esp. of a woman. [sing, of Latin pudenda (membra) 
‘(parts) to be ashamed of") 0 pudendal ad. 

pudgy ad. ipudgier, pudgiest) collog. (esp. of a 
person) plump, thickset. 

pueblo /pweb-loh/ 7. (pi. -os) & a town or village 
in Spain or Spanish America, esp. a N. American 
Indian settlement. [Spanish, literally ‘people’] 

puerile /pewr-ryl/ adj. 1 trivial, childish. imma- 
ture. 2 of or like a child. [based on Latin puer ‘boy”] 
GO puerilely adv, puerility n. ( pl. -ies). 

puerperal /pew-er-per-al/ adj. of or caused by 
childbirth. [from Latin puer ‘boy’ + -parus ‘bearing’ | 

Puerto Rican /pwer-toh ree-kan/ @ 7. 1 a native 
of Puerto Rico, an island of the Greater Antilles. 
2 a person of Puerto Rican descent. @ adj. of or 
relaung to Puerto Rico or its inhabitants. 

puffe x. 1 aa short quick hight blast of breath or 
wind. b the sound of this. ¢ a small quantity of 
vapour etc., emitted in one blast. 2 a light pastry 
cake containing jam, cream, etc. 3 a gathered mass 


puff-adder 


PUEBLO 


The Pueblo Indians of North America built 
: settlements, known as pueblos, composed 

of rows of adjoining rooms, often several 

storeys high. The largest, Pueblo Bonito 
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(completed in about AD 1115), contained 
over 800 rooms. Each pueblo had a number 
of underground circular chambers — known 
as kivas — where ceremonies were held. 


stone 
wall 
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pinewood 
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of material in a dress etc. ( puff sleeve). 4 a an extrava- 
gantly enthusiastic review, esp. in a newspaper. 
b Brit. an advertisement for goods etc., esp. in a 
newspaper. 3 = powpeR Purr. @ v. 1 mtr emit a puff of 
air or breath; blow with short blasts. 2 mr. (usu. foll. 
by away, oul, etc.) emit or move with puffs. 3 é put 
out of breath (arrived puffed out). 4 intr. breathe hard; 
pant. 5 intr, & tr (usu. foll. by up, oul) swell (enflamed 
and puffed up). 6 tr. (usu. foll. by out, up, away) blow or 
emit (smoke etc.) with a puff. 7 t; smoke (a pipe etc.) 
in puffs. 8 é (usu. as puffed up adj.) clate; make 
proud or boastful. 9 @ advertise or promote (goods, 
a book, etc.) with exaggerated or false praise. 
{Middle English] 0 puffer ». 

puff-adder 7. a large venomous African viper, Bilis 
arietans, which inflates the upper part of its body 
and hisses when excited. > snake 

puffball 7. 1 any of various fungi having a ball- 
shaped spore case. > runcus. 2 a short full skirt 
gathered around the hemline to produce a soft 
puffy shape. 

puffery 7. exaggerated praise or commendation. 

puffin 2. any of various seabirds of the family 
Alcidae, having a large head with a brightly 


coloured triangular bill. & srasirv. [Middle English,’ 


originally in sense ‘shearwater | 

puffin crossing 7. (in the UK) a pedestrian cross- 
ing with traffic hghts operated as long as 
pedestrians are detected on the crossing by infra- 
red detectors and mats. [from pedestrian uscr 
Jjriendly intelligent, respelt after the bird name] 

puff pastry 7. light flaky pastry. 

puffy adj. (puffier, puffiest) 1 swollen, esp. of the 
face etc. 2 fat. 3 gusty. 4 short-winded. o puffily 
adv. puffiness 1. 

pug 7. I (in full pug-dog) a dwarf breed of dog like 
a bulldog with a broad flat nose and deeply wrin- 
kled face. [16th-century coinage] 0 puggish ad. 
puggy ad 

pugilist /pew-ji-list/ n. a boxer, esp. a professional. 
[based on Latin pugil ‘boxer’] 0 pugilism n. 
pugilistic ad). 

pugnacious ad. quarrelsome; disposed to fight. 
[from Latin pugnax -acis| 0 pugnaciously adv. 
pugnaciousness 7), pugnacity 1. 

pug-nose 7. a short squat or snub nose. 0 pug- 
nosed adj. 

puisne /pew-ni/ adj. Brit. Law denoting a judge of 
a superior court inferior in rank to chief justices. 
[earlier in sense ‘junior’: from Old French puis 
‘afterwards’ + né ‘born’ 

puissance /pwee-sahnss/ x. a test of a horse’s 
ability to jump large obstacles in showjumping. 
[from Old French] 


puissant /pew-i-sint/ ad). literary or archaic having | 


great power or influence. [based on Latin posse ‘to 
be able’] o puissantly ad:. 

puja 7. (also pooja) a Hindu rite of worship; an 
offering. [Sanskrit] 

puke slang e@ wiz, S intr. vomit. @ n. vomit. (1 6th- 
century coinage| 0 pukey adj. 

pukka ad. {also pukkah, pucka) Anglo-Jnd. 
1 genuine. 2 of good quality (did a pukka job). [from 
Hindi pakka ‘cooked, ripe, substantial’] 

pulchritude 7. literary beauty. {from Latin pulchn- 
tudo| 0 pulchritudinous ad). 

pull ez. 1 # exert force on (a thing) tending to move 
it towards the origin of the force. 2 é cause to move 
in this way ( pulled it nearer). 3 intr, exert a pulling force 
(the horse pulls well). 4 t& extract (a cork or tooth) by 
pulling. 5 i; damage (a muscle etc.) by abnormal 
strain. 6 a i. move (a boat) by pulling on the oars. 
b inix (of a boat etc.) be caused to move, esp. in a 
specified direction. 7 mir (often foll. by up) proceed 
with effort (up a hill etc.). 8 &: (foll. by ox) bring out (a 
weapon) for use. 9 a tr, check the speed of (a horse), 
esp. to lose a race. b inir. (of a horse) strain against 
the bit. 10 /% attract or secure (custom or support). 
11 & Brit. draw (liquor) from a barrel ete. 12 mtr (foll. 


PULLEY 


A simple pulley, with one pulley wheel, 
changes the direction of a force but not its 
size: a 1 kg mass weighing 10 newtons is 
lifted by a 10 newton force. Adding more 
pulley wheels increases the mechanical 

| advantage - the ratio of the load overcome 
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by at) tear or pluck at. 13 inix. (often foll. by on, at) 
draw or suck (on a pipe etc.). 14 é& (often foll. by up) 
remove (a plant) by the root. 15 ¢&% a Cricket play (the 
ball) round to the leg side from the off. b Golf & Base- 
ball strike (the ball) widely to the left or right. 16 f 
print (a proof etc.). 17 & collog. achieve or accom- 
plish (esp. something illicit). 18 ¢ (also absol.) slang 
succeed in attracting sexually; pick up (a sexual part- 
ner). @ x. 1 the act of pulling. 2 the force exerted by 
this. 3 influence; an advantage. 4 something that 
attracts or draws attention. 5 a deep draught of 
liquor. 6 a prolonged effort, e.g. in going up a hill. 
7 a handle etc. for applying a pull. 8 a printer's 
rough proof. 9 Cricket & Golf a pulling stroke. 10 a 
suck at a cigarette. O pull about 1 treat roughly. 
2 pull from side to side. pull all the stops out exert 
extreme effort. pull apart (or to pieces) = take to 
neces (see piece). pull back retreat or cause to retreat. 
pull down 1 demolish (esp. a building). 2 humiliate. 
pull a face esp. Brit. assume a distinctive or speci- 
fied expression. pull a fast one sce msi, pull in 
1 (of a bus, train, etc.) arrive to take passengers. 2 (of 
a vehicle) move to the side of or off the road. 3 earn 
or acquire. 4 collog. arrest. 5 rein in. pull a person’s 
leg deceive a person playfully. pull off 1 remove by 
pulling. 2 succeed in achieving. pull oneself 
together recover control of oneself. pull the other 
one Brit. collog. expressing disbelief. pull out 1 take 
out by pulling, 2 depart. 3 withdraw from an under- 
taking 4 (of a bus, train, etc.) leave with its 
passengers. 5 (of a vehicle) move off, or out to over- 
take. pull over (of a vehicle) pull in. pull the plug 
(often foll. by on) collog. put an end to an enterprise 
etc. pull one’s punches avoid using one’s full 
force. pull rank take advantage of one’s seniority. 
pull round esp. Bri. recover or cause to recover 
from an illness. pull strings exert (esp. clandestine) 
influence. pull the strings be the real actuator of 
what another does. pull through 1 get through an 
illness etc. 2 enable (a person) to do this. pull 
together work in harmony. pull up 1 stop or cause 
to stop moving. 2 pull out of the ground. 3 repri- 
mand. 4 check oneself. {Old English] o puller n. 

pull-down attrib.adj. that may be, or is designed to 
be, pulled down. 

pullet 7. a young hen, esp. one less than one year 
old. [from Old French poulet| 

pulley 7. (fl. -eys) 1 ¥ a grooved wheel or set of 
wheels for a cord etc. to pass over, set in a block and 
used for changing the direction of a force. 2 a 
wheel or drum fixed on a shaft and turned by a 
belt, used esp. to increase speed or power. > Horst, 
seize. [from Old French polie| 


to the effort expended. A double pulley will 
lift a | kg mass with a 5 newton effort, 
because the load is shared between two | 
ropes. A quadruple pulley will lift a | kg 

mass with a 2.5 newton effort because the 
load is shared between four ropes. 
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PULSAR 


As neutron stars rotate, they emit beams 
of light and radio waves which, if they 
sweep past the Earth, are detected as 
pulses. This has led astronomers to call 
them pulsars (from pulsating stars). The 
fastest pulsars rotate at almost one thou- 
sand times per second. Over 400 are 
known to exist in our galaxy. 


direction of 
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pull-in 7. Brit. a roadside café or other stopping place 

Pullman ». (/)/, Pullmans; 1 a railway carriage or 
motor coach affording special comtort. 2 a sleeping 
car, 3 a train consisting of Pullman carriages. 
[named after G. M. Pullman, American designer, 
1831 97] 

pull-offe «tivb.ad. that may be, or is designed to be, 
pulled off. @ 7. a lay-by. 

pull-on e@ aitrib.adj. designating a garment without 
fasteners that is pulled on. @ x. such a garment. 

pull-out 7. 1 something that can be pulled out, esp. 
a section of a magazine. 2 the act of pulling out: a 
withdrawal, esp. from military involvement. 


| PULSE 


Pulse crops are leguminous plants that are 
primarily grown for their seeds. They are 
derived from wild members of the pea 

an annual 


family, such as Phaseolus vulgaris 
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pullover 7. a knittecl garment put on over the head 
and covering the top half of the body. 

pullulate «intr 1 (of a seed etc.) bud, sprout. 2 (esp. 
of an animal) swarm; breed prolifically. 3 develop; 
spring up. 4 (foll. by zewh) abouncl. [based on Latin 
pullulatuy “sprouted’} a pullulant ad. pullula- 
tion 7. 

pull-up 7. an exercise involving raising oneself with 
one’s arms by pulling up against a horizontal bar 
etc. fixed above one’s head. 

pulmonary ad. 1 of or relating to the lungs. 
D> CARDIOVASCULAR, HEARL, RESPIRATION. 2 having lungs 
or lunglike organs. 3 affected with or susceptible to 


plant that originated in South America. 
Their seeds (pulses) are a major source of 
protein, and make a vital contribution to 
human diets in areas where meat is scarce. 
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lung disease, [based on Latin pulmo -onis ‘lung’] 
0 pulmonate ad). 

pulmonary tuberculosis 7. a form of tuberculosis 
caused by inhaling the tubercle bacillus into the lungs. 

pulp e x. 1 the soft fleshy partof fruit etc. 2 any soft 
thick wet mass. 3 a soft shapeless mass derived from 
rags, wood, etc., used in papermaking. 4 (often atin.) 
cheap fiction etc. (originally printed on rough paper). 
ev. 1 & reduce to pulp. 2 & withdraw (a publication) 
from the market, usu. recycling the paper. 3 & 
remove pulp from. 4 i; become pulp. [from Latin 
pulpa] G pulper n. pulpy adj. pulpiness n. 

pulpit 7. 1 a raised enclosed platform in a church 
etc. from which the preacher delivers a sermon. 
> cHurcH. 2 (prec. by the) preachers or preaching 
collectively. [from Latin pulpitum ‘scaffold, plat- 
lorny | 

pulpwood 2. timber suitable for making pulp. 

pulsar 2. Asiron. <a celestial object, thought to be a 
rapidly rotating neutron star, emitting regular 
pulses of radiation. [from pulsating star] 

pulsate vin, 1 expand and contract rhythmically. 
2 quiver, thrill. [based on Latin pulsatus beaten’) 
0 pulsation 7. pulsator 7. pulsatory ad). 

pulse'e 7. 1 a a rhythmical throbbing of the arter- 
ies as blood is propelled through them, esp. as felt 
in the wrists, temples, etc. b cach successive beat of 
the arteries or heart. 2 a throb or thrill of life or 
emotion. 3 a general feelimg or opinion. 4 a single 
vibration of sound, light, etc., esp. as a signal. 5a 
musical beat. 6 any regular or recurrent rhythm. 
@ vinir. 1 pulsate. 2 (foll. by out, in, etc.) transmit ete. 
by rhythmical beats. [from Latin pulsus ‘beating’] 

pulse? n. (treated as sing. or pl.) 1 < the edible seeds 
of various leguminous plants, e.g. chickpeas, lentils, 
etc. 2 the plant or plants producing this. [from 
Latin puls ‘porridge of meal or pulse’] 

pulverize 7. (also -ise) 1 (7, reduce to fine particles. 
2 tr. G ini. crumble to dust. 3 collog. tr. a demolish, 
b defeat utterly. [from Late Latin pulverizare] 
0 pulverizable ad. pulverization 7. pulverizer 7. 

puma zn. W a wild American cat, Felis concolor, usu. 
with a tawny or greyish coat. [from Quechua] 


~ 


PUMA 
(felis concolor) 


pumice /pum-iss/ @ 7. (in full pumice stone) 1 Wa 
light porous volcanic rock often used as an abrasive 
in cleaning or polishing. 2 a piece of 
this used for removing hard skin 
etc. @ wir rub or clean with a 
pumice. [from Latin pumer 
pumicis| O pumiceous adj. 
pummel 2/; (pummelled. 
pummelling, ('S pum- 
meled, purmeling) strike 
repeatedly esp. with the fist. 
[alteration of pont] 
pump 'e 7. 1 &a machine for 
raismg or moving liquids, 
compressing gases, inflating 
tyres, ete. 2 an instance of pumping; a stroke of a 
pump. @ z 1 @ (often foll. by in, out, info, up, etc.) 
raise or remove (liquid, gas, etc.) with a pump. 2 tr 
(often foll. by up) fill (a tyre etc.) with air. 3 & remove 
(water etc.) with a pump. 4 ini, work a pump, 5 & 


PUMICE STONE 


eet) 3) 


PUMP 


The simplest pump is the lift pump, 
which is used for drawing up water from 
underground. During the intake stroke, 
an inlet valve opens, the cylinder volume 
is increased, and water is drawn in. Water 
above the plunger is lifted up and pours 
out of the spout. 
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(often foll. by out) cause to move, pour forth, ete., as 
W by pumping. 6 ¢: try to elicit Information from (a 
person) by persistent questioning, 7 é move vigor- 
ously up and down. 0 pump iron collog. exercise 
with weights. [Middle Enghsh] 
pump? n. 1 a plimsoll. 2 a light shoe for dancing 
etc. 3.\. Amer. a court shoe. [16th-century coinage | 
pump-action «ai(ribadj. designating a repeating 
firearm activated by a horizontally operating slick 
action. 
pumpernickel 7, German wholemeal rye bread. 
[German, earlier in sense ‘lout, bumpkin’| 
pumpkin 7. 1 any of vari 
ous plants of the genus 
Cucurbita, esp. C. max 
ima, with large lobed 
eaves and tendrils. 
2 we the large 
rounded edible yel- 
ow fruit of this. 
based on Greek 
pepon ‘large melon’] 


pump-priming 7. | 
he introduction — of 


luid ete. into a pump to seeds 

prepare it for working. 2 esp. 

(CS the stimulation of com- PUMPKIN 
merce etc. by investment. Cucurbita maxima 


pump room 7. a room at a 

spa etc. where mechcinal water is clispensed. 
pun e 7. the humorous use of a worl to suggest 
different meanings, or of words of the same s 
and different meanings. @ tl, (punned, pun- 
ning) (foll. by oz) make a pun or puns with (words 
17th-century coinage] 0 punningly ade. 


yund 


punch'e ».//: 1 strike bluntly, esp. with a closed fist 
2 prod or poke with a blunt object. 3 a pierce a 
hole in (paper ete.) as or with a punch. b pierce (a 
hole) by punching, 4.4. Amer. drive (cattle) by prod- 
ding with a stick etc. @ 7. 1 a blow with a fist. 2 the 
ability to cdehver this. 3 collog. vigour, momentum 
[Middle English variant of 1 | o puncher 7 

punch? 7. 1 a device or mache for punching hole 
in materials. 2 a tool or machine for impressing a 
desivn or stamping a die on a material. 

punch? n. a drmk of wine or spirits mixed with 
water, [ruit juices, spices, etc., and usu. served hot. 

punch® 7. 1 (Punch 


figure ina puppet show called Punch and judy. 2 (in 


i. grotesque humpbacked 


full Suffolk punch) a short-legeed  thickset 
draught horse. o (as) pleased as Punch showing 
great pleasure. [abbreviation of Punchinello, charac- 
ter in a traditional Italian puppet show] 

punchbag x. Brit. a stuffed bag suspended at a 
height for boxers etc. to practise punching. 

punchball 7. Brit. a stuffed or inflated ball sus- 
pended or mounted on a stand, used for punching 
practice by boxers etc 

punchbow!l 7. 1 a bow! in which punch 1s mixed, 
2 a deep round hollow in a bill. 

punch-drunk adj. stupelicd from or as though 
trom a series of heavy blows. 

punchline 7. words giving the point of a joke or story. 

punch-up 2. Bril. collog. a ight with hare fists; a brawl. 

punchy cd). (punchier, punchiest) having punch 
or vigour. 0 punchily adv. punchiness n. 

punctilio 7. (//. -os) 1 a delicate point of ceremony 
or honour. 2 the etiquette of such points. 3 petty 
formality. {from Italian puniiglio ‘litle point’ | 

punctilious ad. 1 attentive to formality o1 
etiquette. 2 precise in behaviour. [related to runc- 
iuio] 0 punctihously adv. punctiliousness 7. 

punctual ad. observing the appointed time; neither 
early nor late. [based on Latin punctum ‘point’} 
O punctuality ». punctually ad 

punctuate vf; 1 insert punctuation marks in. 
2 interrupt at intervals. [based on medieval Laun 
punctualus ‘punctuated’| O punctuation n. 


punctuation mark 7. a mark (c.v. a full stop, 
comma, etc.) used in writing to separate sentences 
and phrases etc. and to clarify meaning, 

puncture e 7. 1 a prick or pricking, esp. the acciden- 
tal piercmmg of a pneumatic tyre. 2 a hole made in this 
way. @@. I / make a puncture in. 2 i: undergo punc- 
ture. 3 / prick or pierce. [from Latin punctura| 

pundit 7. I (also pandit) a learned Hindu. 2 often 
iron. a learned expert or teacher. [based on Sanskrit 
pandita jlearned’| 0 punditry 7 

pungent ad. 1 having a sharp or strong taste o1 
smell, esp. so as to produce a pricking sensation. 
2 (of remarks 3 mentally 
stimulating. {from Latin pungent ‘pricking’] 0 pun- 
gency 7”. pungently ad 

Punie «adj. of or relating to ancient Carthage in N 
Africa or it: [from Greek Phoinir 
‘Phoenician | 


penetrating, caustic. 


language 


punish 7./: 1 cause (an offender) to suffer for an 
offence. 2 inflict a penalty for (an offence 
3 collog. inflict severe blows on (an opponent), 
4 a subject to treatment. b treat 
improperly. [from Latin pure} a punish- 
able ad. punisher rn. punishing ad). (in 
sense ta). punishingly ad 


evcere 


punishing; the conclition of being punished, 2 the 
uflering inflicted in this. 3. colleq 
wr sullering 


loss or 
treatment 


SEVCT( 


punitive ad. 1 inflicting or intended to inflict 
punishment. 2 (of taxation ct¢ 


[from medieval Latin puncticus| oO punitively ad 


extremely severe 


Punjabi e ». | //. Punjabis) 1 a /us/. a native of thi 
Punjab in India, now divided between India and 
Pakistan, b 


or the provinee Punjab in Pakistan. 2 the language 


a native of the state of Punjab am India 


spoken in these areas. @ ad. of or relating to thes 


areas, their inhabitants, or their language. [from 
Hincli parijabi | 
punk e 1 a a worthless person or thing, 
b nonsense. 2 a (in full punk rock) a loud fast- 
moving form of rock music with crude and 


ALOTESSIVE ¢ flects, b ain full punk rocker a cdevo- 
tee of this. 3.\) An 
1 worthless, rotten, 2 denoting punk rock and it 
associations. [17th-century coinagc| O punkish 
adj. punky ad) 

punkah 1 
worked by a cord or clectrically. [based on Sanskrit 


Pahysa “Wine | 


a hoodlum or ruffian. @ ad) 


a large swinging cloth fan on a fran 


punishment 7. 1 the act or an instance of 


pupil 


punnet 7. Bri/. a small light basket or container fo 
fruit or vegetables. {19th-century coinage] 

punt! e 7. ¥ a narrow flat-bottomed pleasure boat, 
square at both ends, used mainly for pleasure on 
rivers and propelled using a long pole. e v. 1 & 
propel (a punt) with a pole. 2 wiz @ i wavel o1 
convey ina punt. {from Latin ponto, a Gaulish trans- 
port vessel] O punter 7. 


PIN ONG a Dekere 


punt? e 2 /: kick (a ball, esp. in rugby and American 
lootball, after it has dropped from the hands and 
hefore it reaches the ground. @ 7. such a kick. 
Oo punter 7. 

punt? @ z:/ni: 1 (in some card games) lay a stake against 
the bank. 2 Brit. collog. a bet on a horse ete. b specu- 
late in shares etc. @ 7. 1 esp. Bri. a bet. 2 a point in 
laro. [from French ponie ‘player against the bank’] 

punt? 7. (until the introduction of the euro in 2002) 
the chief monetary unit of the Republic of Ireland. 
|trish, literally ‘pouncd’| 

punter 7. 1 Brit. a person who gambles or lays a bet. 
2 Brit. a collog. a customer or chent; a member of an 
audience; a member of the general public. b s/ang 
a prostitute’s chent. 

puny ad). \punier, puniest) 1 undersized. 2 weak, 
feeble. 3 petty. [phonetic spelling of  pumsnt| 
O punily adi. puniness //. 

pup ev. 1a young dog. 2 a young wolf, rat, seal, ete. 
3 esp. Bri. an unpleasant or arrogant young man. 
@ «tr, (pupped, pupping) {also absol.) (of a bitch 
etc.) bring forth (young). oO in pup (of a bitch 
pregnant. sell a person a pup &ri/. swindle a 
person, esp. by selling something worthless. [back- 
lormauon from purey| 


pupa /pew-pa/ xn. (pl. pupae 
‘-pee/) Bm an inactive tran- 
itional stage in an insect’ 


life cvele. between larva ¢7 
and adult. > 
|Latin, literally “girl, coll’) 

O pupal ad). 

pupate hecome a yaye 


pupa. O pupation 7 


METAMORPHOSIS, 


vou. 


pupil! 7. a person who is 
taught by another, esp. a 
schoolehild or student in 
relation to a teacher. [from ] 
f litthe boy 
pupilla ide girl’ | a pupillage 

n. (also pupilage). pupillary 
ij. also pupillary 


Latin pup 


pupilé ». the dark circular opening 


in the centre of the iris of the eve PUPA ©} 
varying in size to regulate the VRUTTATS 
passage of light to the retina. & 1.1 MAGGOTI 
[from Latin pupilla ‘little doll, 

called from the tmy reflected uni visible im the 
eye] o pupillar pupilar,. pupillary 


uso pupilary 


IP 


puppet 


puppet nr. 1 < a 
small figure moved 
by various means as 
entertainment. > Mak- 
tonertz. 2 a person 
controlled by another. 
[later form of voprrt] 
O puppetry 2. 
puppeteer 7. 1 a 
person who works pup- 
pets. 2 a person who 
manipulates others. 
O puppeteering 7. 


thin rod 
moves puppet 


PUPPET: JAVANESE 
SHADOW PUPPET 


puppet state 7. a country that is nominally inde- 
pendent but actually under the control of another 
power. 

puppy 7. (f/. -ies) 1 a young dog. 2 collog. a 
conceited or arrogant young man, [Middle 
English] o puppyhood 7. puppyish ad). 

puppy fat 7. temporary fatness of a child or adoles- 
cent. 

puppy love n. = cau Love. 

purblind adj. 1 partly blind; dim-sighted. 2 obtuse, 
dim-witted. [originally in sense “completely blind’: 
Middle English pure) (= ‘utterly’) blind) Oo pur- 
blindness /. 

purchase e vi 1 acquire by payment: buy. 
2 obtain or achieve at some cost. @ nv. 1 the act or an 
instance of buying. 2 something bought. 3 a firm 
hold to prevent slipping; leverage. [from Old 
French pourchaceer “to seek to obtain’] © pur- 
chasable adj. purchaser 1. 

purchase tax n. Bri. his/. a tax on goods bought. 
levied at higher rates for non-essential or luxury 
goods. 

purchasing power 7. 1 a person’s financial ability 
to make purchases. 2 the amount that a sum ol 
money etc. can purchase. 

purdah z. 1 a system in certain Muslim and Hindu 
societies of screening women from strangers by 
means of a curtain. 2 a curtain for this purpose. 
{from Urdu & Persian pardah veil, curtain’| 

pure ad. 1 unmixed, unadulterated. 2 of unmixed 
origin or descent. 3 chaste. 4 morally or sexually 
undefiled. 5 guiltless. 6 sincere. 7 mere, nothing but 
(it was pure male, 8 (of a sound) not discordant. 
9 (of a subject of stucly) dealing with abstract 
concepts and not practical application. [from Latin 
purus| O pureness n. 

pure-bred e ad. (of an animal) bred from parents 
of the same breed or varicty; of unmixed ancestry. 
@ 7. such an aninal. 

purée /pewr-ay/ @ 7. a pulp of vegetables or fruit 
etc. reduced to a smooth cream. @ vf; (purées, 
puréed) make a purée of. [Prench, literally “puri- 
fied | 

purely ad. 1 in a pure manner. 2 mercly, solely, 
exclusively, 

pure mathematics sce viii Marics I. 

purgation 7. 1 purification, 2 purging of the 
bowels. [from Latin purgatio} 

purgative e aij. I serving (o purify. 2 strongly laxa- 
tive. @ 7. La purgative thing, 2 a laxative. 

purgatory e . (f/. -1es 1 the 
supposed place of spiritual cleansing after death 
before entering heaven. 2 a place or state of tempor- 
ary sullermg or expiation, @ ad. purifying. [from 
medieval Latin purgalorium, related to 
Oo purgatorial «a 


concition ot 


PURGE | 
purge e7./ 1 (often foll. by of, fron make physically 


or spiritually clean. 2 remove by a cleansing 
process. 3 rid of persons regarded as undesirable 


tots 4 


4 a empty (the bowels). b administer a laxative to 
empty the bowels of. 5 Law atone for or wipe out 
(an offence). @ 2. 1 the act or an instance of pur- 
ging. 2 a purgative. [from Latin purgare ‘to purify’] 
O purger n. 

purify wf (-ies, -ied) 1 (often foll. by of from) 
cleanse or make pure. 2 make ceremonially clean. 
3 clear of extraneous elements: [from Latin 
purificare} O purification 7, purificatory aad). 
purifier 7. 

purine 7. 1 Chem. a cyclic organic nitrogenous base 
forming uric acid on oxidation. 2 any of a group of 
compounds with a similar structure. 

purist e 7. a stickler for or advocate of scrupulous 
purity, esp. in language or art. @ ad. of or relating 
to purism or purists. [from French  puriste| 
0 purism 1. 

puritan e 7. 1 (Puritan) /s/. a member of a group 
of English Protestants who sought to simplify and 
regulate forms of worship after the Reformation. 
2 a purist member of any party. 3 a person practis- 
ing or affecting extreme strictness in religion or 
morals. @ adj. 1 (usu. Puritan, Aisi. of the Puritans. 
2 scrupulous and austere in religion or morals. 
{based on Late Latin puriias ‘purity’| 0 puritanism 
n. (also Puritanism). 

puritanical adj. often derog. practising or affecting 
strict religious or moral behaviour. Oo puritan- 
ically ado. 

purity 7». pureness, cleanness. [from Old French 
purelé) 

purl e ad). (of a knitting stitch) made by putting the 
needle through the front of the stitch from right to 
left. @ 7. 1 a cord of twisted gold or silver wire for 
bordering. 2 a chain of minute loops. @ zt (also 
absol.) knit with a purl stitch. [from Scots pil ‘twist’ | 

purl? e vinir (of a brook ete.) flow with a swirling 
motion and babbling sound. e 7. this motion or 
sound. [l6th-century comagy] 

purler 7». Brit. collog. a headlong fall. [from dialect 
purl ‘to upset’, related to puri |] 

purlieu /perl-yoo/ 2. (//. purlieus) 1 a person’s 
bounds or limits. 2 a person’s usual haunts. 3 Bri. 
hist. a wact on the border of a forest. 4 (in p/.) the 
outskirts. [earlier purlew: Middle English] 

purlin 2. a horizontal beam along the length of a 
roof, > roor. [Middle English] 

purloin »./7, /iterary or joc. steal, pilfer. [from Anglo- 
French purloigner ‘to put away, do away with’ 
c purloiner 7. 

purple e 7. 1 a colour intermediate between red 
and blue. 2 Un full Tyrian purple /ti-ri-an/) a 
crimson dye obtained from some molluscs. 3 a 
purple robe, esp. of an emperor or senior magis- 
trate. 4 the scarlet official dress of a cardinal. @ ad. 
of a purple colour. @ vu.fr & int, make or become 
purple. [from Latin purpura| G purpleness n. 
purplish ad). purply ad). 

purple heart 7. 1 Bri. 
collog. a heart-shaped stimu- 
lant tablet, esp. of amphet- 
amine. 2 Purple Heart 
iin the US) a decoration 
for those wounded in action. 

purple passage 7. an 
ornate or elaborate passage 
in a literary composition. 

purple patch 7. 1 = purr 


ribbon 


success or good fortune. 
purple prose 7. prose that 
is too claborate or ornate, 
purport e@ 7/7 /per-port/ 
1 profess; be intended to. 
2 often foll. by “hat + clause: 
of a document or speech) 
have as its meaning. @ 17. 
/per-port/ 1 the ostensible meaning of something, 
2 the sense or tenor :of a document or statement). 
[from medieval Latin proportare] O purportedly 
ad. 


PURPLE HEART 


passvor. 2 collog. a period of 


purview 


purpose e 7. 1 an object to be attained; a thing 
intended. 2 the intention to act. 3 resolution, deter- 
mination. @ viz have as one’s purpose. 0 on 
purpose intentionally. to no purpose with no 
result or effect. to the purpose 1 relevant. 
2 useful. [Middle English, related to propounn] 

purpose-built ad. Bril. built or made for a specific 
purpose. 

purposeful adj. 1 having or indicating purpose. 
2 intentional. 3 resolute. O purposefully ado. 
purposefulness 7. 

purposeless adj. having no aim or plan. 0 pur- 
poselessly adv. purposelessness 7. 

purposely adv. on purpose: intentionally. 

purposive ad. 1 having or serving a purpose. 
2 done with a purpose. 3 (of a person or conduct) 
having purpose or resolution; purposeful. 0 pur- 
posively adv. purposiveness 7. 

purr e 2: L iniz. (of a cat) make a low vibratory sound 
expressing contentment. 2 zdér (of machinery etc.) 
make a similar sound. 3 int (of a person) express 
pleasure by making low contented sounds. 4 
utter or express (words or pleasure) in a contented 
or seductive way. @ 7. a purring sound. 

purse e 7. 1 a small pouch of leather etc. for carry- 
ing money. 2 .\. Amer. a handbag. 3 money, funds. 
4 a sum collected as a present or given as a prize. 
eu. 1 & (often foll. by up) pucker or contract 
ithe lips). 2 inf, become contracted and wrinkled. 
o hold the purse strings have control of ex- 
penditure. [from Greek bursa ‘hide, leather ’] 

purser 7. an officer on a ship who keeps the 
accounts, esp. the head steward in a passenger 
vessel. 

purse seine /sayn/ 7. a fishing net or seine which 
may be drawn into the shape of a bag, used for 
catching shoal fish (hyphenated when attrib: purse- 
seine vessels). > SEINE. 0 purse-seiner 7. 

purslane 7. » any of various 

plants of the genus Pe bien 

esp. P oleracea, with green or 
golden leaves, used as a herb 
and salad vegetable. [from 
Old French porcelaine] 

pursuance 7. (foll. by 
of ) the carrying out or 
observance (of a plan, 
idea, etc.). 

pursuant e ad). pursuing. 
@ adv. (foll. by ée) conforming 
to or in accordance with. 
[Middle English in sense ‘pros- 
ecuting’: from Old French 
po(u)rsucant| 

pursue » (pursues, pur- 
sued, pursuing) 1 /: follow 
with intent to overtake or 
capture or do harm to. 2 & 
continue or proceed along (a route or course of 
action). 3 é follow or engage in (study etc.). 4 
proceed in comphance with (a plan etc.). 3 & seek 
after, aim at. 6 /, continue to investigate or discuss 
(a topic). 7 f importune (a person) persistently. 8 ¢ 
(of misfortune etc.) persistently assail. 9 f persist- 
ently attend, stick to, 10 ini go im pursuit. [from 
Latin prosequi ‘to follow after] O pursuable adj. 
pursuer /i. 

pursuit 7. 1 the act or an instance of pursuing. 2 an 
occupation or activity pursued. O in pursuit of 
pursuing, [from Old French poursuzte| 

purulent /pewr-uul-ént/ adj. 1 consisting of or 
containing pus. 2 discharging pus. [from French| 
oO purulence u. 

purvey «. I / provide or supply (food) as one’s busi- 
ness. 2 intr (often foll. by for) a make provision. b act 
as supplier. [from Latin provdere ‘to provide’| 
0 purveyor n. 


PURSLANE 
(Portulaca oleracea) 


purview n. 1 the scope or range of a document, 
scheme. et 2 the range of physical or mental 
vision, [from Old French porveii ‘purveyed’| 


pus 


pus z. a thick yellowish or greenish liquid produced 
from infected tissue. [Latin] 

push e v. 1 ¢ exert a force on (a thing) to move it 
away from the origin of the force. 2 tr cause to 
move in this direction. 3 ir exert such a force. 
4 itr. & fra thrust forward or upward. b project or 
cause to project (pushes out new roots). 5 intr, move 
forward by force or persistence. 6 &# make (one’s 
way) by pushing. 7 mtr exert oneself, esp. to surpass 
others. 8 ér (often foll. by é0, into, or to + infin.) urge 
or impel. 9 ¢, tax the abilities or tolerance of. 10 0. 
pursue (a claim etc.). 11 &% promote the use or sale 
or adopuon of, e.g. by advertising. 12 mér. (foll. by 
for) demand persistently. 13 @ collog. sell (a drug) 
illegally. @ n. 1 the act or an instance of pushing; a 
shove or thrust. 2 the force exerted in this. 3 a 
vigorous effort. 4a military attack in force. 5 enter- 
prise; determination to succeed. 6 the use of 
influence to advance a person. 7 the pressure of 
affairs. 8 a crisis. 0 be pushed for collog. have very 
little of (esp. time). get the push Brit. collog. be 
dismissed or sent away. give a person the push 
Brit. collog. dismiss or send away a person, push 
about collog. = push around. push around collog. 
1 move (a person) roughly from place to place. 
2 bully. push one’s luck 1 take undue risks. 2 act 
presumptuously, push off 1 push with an oar etc. 
to get a boat out into a river etc. 2 (often in wmper) 
collog. go away. push through get (a scheme etc.) 
completed or accepted quickly. when push 
comes to shove collog. when action must bé 
taken. [from Latin pulsare] 

push-bike 7. Brit. collog. a bicycle worked by pedals. 

push-button z. 1 a button to be pushed esp. to 
operate an electrical device. 2 (attrib) operated in 
this way. 

pushcart 7. a handcart or barrow. 

pushchair 7. Bri. a folding chair on wheels, in 
which a child can be pushed along. 

pusher 2. 1 collog. an illegal seller of drugs. 2 a 
child’s utensil for pushing food on to a spoon ete. 

pushing ad. 1 pushy; aggressively ambitious. 

2 collog. having nearly reached (a specified age). 

pushover 2. collog. 1 something that is easily done. 
2 a person who can easily be persuaded ete, 

push-pull adj. 1 operated by pushing and pulling. 
2 Electronics consisting of two valves etc. operated 
alternately, 

push-start e x. the starting of a motor vehicle by 
pushing it to turn the engine. @ v.tr start (a vehicle) 
in this way. 

push-up 7. = priss-ur. 

pushy ad). (pushier, pushiest) col/og. 1 excessively 
or unpleasanty self-assertive. 2 selfishly deter- 
mined to succeed. O pushily ad. pushiness 7. 

pusillanimous ad. lacking courage; timid. [from 
ecclesiastical Latin pusilanimis| O pusillanimity 1. 
pusillanimously adv. 

puss n. ¢ollog. 1 a cat (esp. as a form of address). 2 a 
playful or coquettish girl. 

pussy 7. (f/. -ies) 1 (also pussy cat) cvllug. a cat. 
2 coarse slang a the vulva. b offens. women considered 
sexually. 

pussyfoot «in/r, 1 move stealthily or warily. 2 act 
cautiously or non-committally. O pussyfooter 7. 

pussy willow 7. any of various willows with soft 
fluffy catkins appearing before the leaves. 

pustulate e u./, & intr. form into pustules. @ adj. of 
or relating to a pustule or pustules. [from Late 
Latin pustulatus ‘formed into pustules’| 0 pustula- 
tion 7. 

pustule 7. a pimple containing pus. [from Latin 
pustula] O pustular ad). 

put! ev. (putting; fast and past part. put) 1 Wz, move 
to or cause to be in a specified place or position. 
2 # bring into a specified condition, relation, or 
state (puts me in great difficulty), 3 tr. a (often foll. by on) 
impose or assign ( pul a tax on beer). b (foll. by on, to) 
impose or enforce the existence of ( put a veto on i). 
4 fy, a cause (a person) to go or be, habitually or 


temporarily (put them at their ease). b refl. imagine 
(oneself) in a specified situation (put yourself in my 
shoes). 5 tr, (foll. by for) substitute (one thing for 
another). 6 é express (a thought or idea) in a spe- 
cified way (0 put it mildly). 7 tr (foll. by at) estimate 
(an amount ete. at a specified amount) ( pué the cost at 
£0). 8 tr (foll. by into) express or translate in 
(words, or another language). 9 ¢ (foll. by into) 
invest (money in an asset, e.g. land). 10 ¢. (foll. by 
on) stake (money) on (a horse etc.). 11 é (foll. by é0) 
apply or devote to a use or purpose (put if to good 
usé). 12 ty (foll. by to) submit for consideration or 
attention (let me put it to you another way; shall now put 
it to a vote). 13 ir (foll. by to) subject (a person) to 
(death, suffering, etc.). 14 é& throw (esp. a shot or 
weight) as an athletic sport or exercise. > sHOI-PUT. 
15 intr. (foll. by back, off, out, etc.) (of a ship etc.) 
proceed or follow a course in a specified direction. 
@ x. a throw of the shot or weight. 0 put about 
1 spread (information, rumour, etc.). 2 Neut. turn 
round; put (a ship) on the opposite tack. 3 esp. Sc. & 
N Engl. trouble, distress. put across 1 make 
acceptable or effective. 2 express in an understand- 
able way. put away 1 put (a thing) back in the 
place where it is normally kept. 2 lay (inoney etc.) 
aside for future use. 3 a confine or imprison, 
b commit to a home or mental institution. 4 collog. 
consume (food and drink), esp. in large quantities. 
put back I restore to its proper or former place. 
2 change (a planned event) to a later date or time. 
3 move back the hands of (a clock or watch). 
4 check the advance of. put a bold etc. face on it 
see 1\c.. put the boot in see soot! put by lay 
(money etc.) aside for future use, put down 
1 suppress by force or authority. 2 collog. snub or 
humiliate. 3 record or enter in writing. 4 enter the 
name of (a person) on a list, esp. as a member or 
subscriber. 5 (foll. by as, for) account or reckon. 
6 ifoll. by fo) attribute (put wu down to bad planning). 
7 put (an old or sick animal) to death. 8 pay (a spe- 
cified sum) as a deposit. 9 land (an aircraft). 10 stop 
to let (passengers) get off. put an end to see Np. 
put one’s finger on sce rincix. put the finger on 
see FINGER, put one’s foot down see roor. put 
one’s foot in it see tool. put forward 
1 suggest or propose. 2 advance the hands of 
(a clock or watch). 3 (often refl.) put mto a 
prominent position; draw attention to. put 
one’s hands on = /ay one’s hands on (see 1ay"). 
put in 1 a enter or submit (a claim etc.). b (foll. 
by for} submit a claim for (a specified thing). 2 (fol. 
by for) be a candidate for (an appointment, election, 
etc.). 3 spend (time). put a person in mind of sec 
MiNv. put off 1 a postpone. b postpone an engage- 
ment with (a person). 2 (often toll. by zh) evade (a 
person) with an excuse etc. 3 hinder or dissuade. 
4 Bri. offend, disconcert, cause .a person) to lose 
interest in something. put on J clothe oneself with. 
2 cause (an electrical device, light, etc.) to function. 
3 cause (transport) to be available. 4 stage (a play, 
show. etc.). 5 advance the hands of ta clock or 
watch). 6 a pretend to be affected by (an emouon). 
b assume, take on (a character or appearance), 
c (put it on) exaggerate one’s feelings etc. 
7 increase one’s weight by (a specified amount). 
8 (foll. by fo) make aware of or put in touch with 
( pul us on to their new accountant). put one across (or 
over) (foll. by o7) collog. get the better of; trick. put 
out 1 a (often as put out ad.) disconcert or annoy. 
b (often ve/l.) inconvenience (don! pul yourself out), 
2 extinguish (a fire or light). 3 dislocate (a joint). 
put over I make acceptable or eflective. 2 express 
in an understandable way. 3 U/S postpone. 4 (olten 
foll. by ov) US achieve by deceit. put the screws 
on see scri\. put a sock in it see sock! put store 
by see sort. put through 1 carry out or complete 
(a task or transaction). 2 (often toll. by to) connect fa 
person) by tclephone to another. put to bed sce 
cp, put to flight sce rictt?. put together 
1 assemble (a whole) from parts. 2 combine (parts 
to form a whole, put two and two together scv 
vo. put under render unconscious by anaesthetic 
ete. put up 1 build or erect. 2 a raise (a hand) to 


PWA 


answer or ask a question. b raise (one’s hands) to 
indicate surrender. 3 esp. Brit. increase (a price 
etc.). 4 take or provide with accommodation 
(friends put me up for the night). 5 engage im (a fight, 
struggle, etc.) as a form of resistance. 6 present (a 
proposal). 7 a present oneself for election. 
b propose for election. 8 provide (money) as a 
backer in an enterprise. 9 display (a notice). 
10 offer for sale or competition. put upon (usu. 
in passive, hyphenated when attrib.) collog. make 
unfair or excessive demands on; take advantage 
of (a person). put a person up to 1 inform 
or instruct a person about. 2 (usu. foll. by verbal 
noun) instigate a person in (put them up to stealing the 
money). put up with endure, tolerate; submit to. 
put the wind up see winxp!) put words into a 
person’s mouth see mourn. [Middle English] 
0 putter zn. 

put? var. of purr. 

putative adj. reputed, supposed (hus putative father). 
[from Late Latin puiativus| B putatively ado. 

put-down 7. collog. a snub or humiliating criticism. 

put-in 7. the act of putting the ball into a scrum in 
rugby. 

put-on 7. collog. a deception or hoax. 

putrefy ». (-ies, -ied) 1 int, @ tr, become or make 
putrid; go bad. 2 ifr fester, suppurate. 3. intr 
become morally corrupt. [based on Latin puler 
putris ‘rotten’| 0 putrefacient ad). putrefaction 7. 
putrefactive adj. 

putrescent adj. in the process of rotting. [from 
Latin putrescent- ‘turning rotten’] o putrescence 7. 

putrid ad. 1 decomposed, rotten. 2 foul, noxious. 
3 corrupt. 4 s/ang of poor quality; contemptible; 
very unpleasant. [from Latin putndus| O putridity 
n, putridly ade. 

putsch /puuch/ x. an attempt at political revolu- 
tion; a violent uprising. [Swiss German, literally 
‘thrust, blow’| 

putt (also put) e ui. (putted, putting) strike (a 
golf ball) gently on a putting green. @ n. a putting 
stroke. {differentiated from pit "| 

puttee 7. 1 < a long strip 
of cloth wound spirally 
round the leg from ankle to 
knee for protection and 
support. 2 US a leather 
legging. [from Hindi pati 
‘band, bandage’] 

putter’ 7. a golf club used 
in putting. > cor 

putter® US var. of vorrer’, 
putting green 7. (in golf) 
the smooth area of grass 
round a hole. > Gow 

putty e 7. (pi. -ies) a 

cement made from 
ground chalk and raw 
linseed oil. used for 
fixing panes of glass. 
filling holes in wood- 
work, etc. @ vr (-ies, -ied) cover, fix, join, or fill up 
with putty. [from French poéee, literally *potful’] 

put-up ag). (usu. in phr. put-up job) fraudulently 


presented or devised. 


/ 


/ 
puttee / 


PUDRBE, 


put-you-up 7. Sri/. a makeshift or temporary bed; a 
camp bed. 

puzzle e 7. 1 a difficult or confusing problem: an 
enigma. 2 a problem or toy designed to test know- 
ledge or ingenuity. @ 7 1 i (often as puzzling adj.) 
confound or disconcert mentally. 2 zr (usu. loll. by 
aver etc.) be perplexed (about). 3 Ur, (foll. by out) solve 
or understand by hard thought. [16th-century 
comage| 0 puzzlement 7. puzzlingly adi. 

puzzler ». a diflicult question or problem. 

PVA abbr polyy inyl acetate. 

PVC «bdr. polyvinyl chloride 

Pvt. abby. 1 private. 2 CS private soldier. 

p.w. abbr. per week. 

PWA wv. . p/. PWAs) esp. L/S person with Aids. 


Hh 


Je 


PWR 


PWR «hdr. pressurized-water reactor. 

pyaemia /py-eem-id/ 7». (US pyemia) blood 
poisoning caused by the spread of pus-forming 
bacteria in the bloodstream from a source of infee- 
tion. [based on Greek puon ‘pus’ + haima ‘blood’| 
U pyaemie ad). 

pye-dog x. (also pie-dog, pi-dog) a vagrant 
mongrel, esp. in Asia. [based on Hindi pahz 
‘outsider | 

pygmy 2. (also pigmy) (//. -ies) la member of a 
dwarf people of equatorial Africa and parts of SE 
Asia. 2 a very small person, animal, or thing, 
3 (altri) a of or relating to pygmies. b (of a person, 
animal, ete.) dwart. [from Greek pugmaios ‘dwarf”] 
D pygmaean adj. pygmean ad. 

pygmy chimpanzee see CHIMP. 

pyjamas n./. (US pajamas) 1 a suit of loose 
trousers and jacket for slecping in, 2 loose trousers 
worn by both sexes in some Asian countries. 
3 pyjama) (a/trb.) designating parts of a suit of 
pyjamas ( piyama trousers). [Urdu & Persian, from pa 
‘lee’ + jama ‘clothing’ | 

pylon 2. a tall structure erected esp. as a support for 
clectric power cables. [from Greck pulon| 

pyorrhoea /py-6-ree-i/ n. (US pyorrhea) 1 a 
disease of periodontal tissue causing shrinkage of 
the gums and loosening of the teeth. 2 any 
discharge of pus. [Greek puo (from puon “pus’) + 
rhoia “tlux’ from rhed ‘flow? 


pyracantha 1. <4 any cyergreen 
thorny shrub of the genus 
Pyracantha, having — white 


flowers and bright red or 
yellow berries. [from Greek 
pur hire’ + akantha “thorn’| 

pyramid 7. 1 Aa monumen- 
tal structure, usu. ol 
with a square base and slop- 


stone, 


ing sides meeting centrally at 
an apex, esp. an ancient Egyp- 
tian royal tomb. 2 a polyhedron 
or solid figure of this type with 
a base of three or more sides 
3 a pyramid-shaped thing or 
pile of things. {from Greek 
puramis -idos| O pyramidal 
adj. pyramudally ad: pyra- 
midically adi. 
pyramid selling 7. a system of 
selling goods in which agency 
rights are sold to an mcreasmg 
number of distributors at suc- 
cessively lower levels. 
PYRACANTHA 
Prracantha 


1OLCVNANG 


pyre v. a heap of combustible 
material. esp. for burning a 
corpse. [based on Greek pur ‘fire’ | 
pyrethroid 7. C/em. any of a 
group of substances used in the manufacture of 
Inseclicicdes 
pyrethrum 7. 1 any of several aromatic plants of 
the genus Janacelum (daisy family), esp. Z. coceineun. 
2 an insecucicl 
these 
Creek purethron “tevertew | 


made from thy dried Mowers ol 


Hants, esp, Tanacelunr cinerariifolium. (from 
} y 


bit 


pzazz 
PYRAMID MODEL OF KING KHUFU’S PYRAMID 
Pitts oad 

The Egyptian pyramids were funerary eee 
monuments built for the kings (Phar- cap stone grand » 
aohs), and for their closest relatives. king’s | gallery 
A characteristic feature of all classical — Purial ; 
Egyptian pyramids is a temple chamber, ae Cues 
complex, comprising a valley temple 7 ee 
at a short distance from the pyramid vA 
and connected by a causeway, and a ) bs concealed 

_- , , entrance 


mortuary temple situated adjacent to 
the pyramid. 


pyramids 
for wives of 
hing Ahufu Z 


mortuary / 
lemple 


causeway connecting 
prranud to valley tenple 


pyretic ad. of, for. or producing fever. [based on 
Greck puretos fever | 

Pyrex n. propr. a heat-resistant type of glass, often 
used for ovenware. [invented word] 

pyridoxine 7. a vitamin of the B complex found in 
yeast, and important in the bocly’s use of unsat- 
urated fatty acids. 

pyrimidine 77. 1 Chem. a cyclic organic nitrogenous 
base. 2 any of a group of compounds with similar 
structure, 

pyrites /py-ry-teez/ n. (in full iron pyrites) a 
yellow lustrous form of iron disulphide. [from 
Greek purités ‘of fire’] 0 pyritic adj. pyritize °./r. 
also -ise). pyritous ad). 

pyro- comb. form 1 denoting fire. 2 Chem. denoting a 
new substance formed from another by elimination 
of water | pyrophosphate). [from Greek pur ‘fire’] 

pyromania 7. an obsessive desire to set fire to 
things. 0 pyromaniac 2. 


pyrotechnics 1.)/. 1 (treated as sing) the art of 


making fireworks. 2 a display of fireworks. 3 any 
briliant display. 0 pyrotechnic ad. pyrotechni- 
cal ad). pyrotechnist /. 

pyrrhic /pi-rik/ ad). (of a victory) won at too great 
a cost to be of use to the victor, [from Pyrrhuy of 
Epirus, who defeated the Romans at .Ascuhun 

279 we) but sustained heavy losses] 

Pythagoras’ theorem 7. the theorem that the 
square on the hypotenuse of a right-angled tianele is 
equal to the sum of the squares on the other two sides. 

Pythagorean e adj. of or relating to the Greek 


| desert 
bedrock 


limestone 
Sacing 


funerary boat 
buried in pit 


philosopher Pythagoras (6th c. wc) or his philoso- 
phy. @ 7. a follower of Pythagoras. 
python 2. ¥ any non-venomous snake of the family 
Pythonidae, esp. of the genus Python, found 
throughout the tropics in the Old World, and 
kiling prey by compressing and asphyxiating It. 
> Loc, sNakt. [from Greek Puthon, a huge monster 
killed by Apollo] 
0 pythonie ad). 


PYTHON: RETIGULATED PYTHON 
Python reticulatus 


pyx 2. (also pix, Evel. the vessel in which the conse- 
crated bread of the Eucharist is kept. [from Latin 
a 
/ 

pzazz var. of riszvs, 


Q' 2. (also q) (pl. Qs or Q’s) the seventeenth letter 
of the alphabet. 

Q? abbr. (also Q.) 1 Queen, Queen’s. 2 question. 
QC abhi. Law Queen’s Counsel. 

QED abbr. quod erat demonstrandum. 


qigong /chee gong/ n. a Chinese system of 


physical exercises and breathing contro! related 
to t’ai chi. [Chinese] 

qr. abbi. quarter(s). 

QSO abbr. quasi-stellar object, quasar. 

qt. abbr. quart(s) 

q.-t. 7. collog. quiet (esp. in phr. on the q.t.). [abbre- 
viation | 

qu. abbr. 1 query. 2 question. 

qua /kway, kwah/ conj. in the capacity of (Napoleon 
gua general). [Latin] 

quack'e 7. the harsh sound made by ducks. @ z:inir. 
1 utter this sound. 2 col/og. talk loudly and foolishly 

quack? x. 1 a an unqualified practiser of medicine. 
b (attrib. of or characteristic of unskilled medical 
practice (quack cure). 2 slang any doctor. 3 a char- 
latan. {abbreviation of quacksalver, from Dutch| 
OG quackery 7. 


quad e 7. 1 a quadrangle. 2 a quadruplet. @ ad. 
quadraphonic. 

quad bike x. ¥ a motorcycle with four large tyres 
for off-road use. 


: e 


QUAD BIKE: +X+ QUAD BIKI 


Quadragesima 7. the first Sunday in Lent. [Latin 
fem. of quadragesimus ‘fortieth’, Lent having 40 days| 

quadrangle x. 1 a four-sided plane figure, esp. a 
square or rectangle. 2 a W a four-sided courtyard 
enclosed by buildings. [from Late Latin guadrangu 
lum ‘square’| 0 quadrangular ad). 


QUADRANGLE AT BUCKINGHAM 
PALACE. LONDON, ENGLAND 


quadrant n. 1 a quarter of a circle’s circumference 
2 a quarter of a circle enclosed by two radii at right 
angles. & circLt. 3a quarter of a sphere etc. 4 any 
of four parts of a plane divided by two lines at 
right angles. 5 a a graduated strip of metal 
shaped like a quarter-circle. b ® an instrument 
graduated for taking angular measurements. 
[from Latin quadrans -antis ‘quarter’ 

quadraphonic ad). (also quadrophonic) (of 
sound reproduction) using four transmission 
channels. 0 quadraphonically ad. quadra- 
phonics »7.p/. 

quadrat n. Evol. a small square area marked 
out for study. [variant of ouapRarr] 

quadrate e adj. esp. Anat. & Zool. square or 
rectangular (quadrate bone, quadrate muscle). @ n. 
1 a quadrate bone or muscle. 2 a rectan 
gular object. @ v./, make square. [from Latin 
quadralus “made square’| 

quadratic e ad. Math. involving the second 
and no higher power of an unknown quantity 
or variable (quadratic equation). 

quadrennial ad}. 1 lasting four years. 2 recur- 
ring every four years 

quadri- comb. form denoting four. [trom Latin quat- 
tuor ‘four’ | 

quadriceps 2. a large muscle at the front of the 
thigh. [from Latin, ‘four-headed' | 

quadrilateral e adj. having four sides. @ 7. a four- 
sided figure. {from Late Latin guadrilaterus] 

quadrille n. 1 a square dance containing usu. five 
figures. 2 the music for this. [from Spanish cuadrilla 
‘troop, company | 

foul 


quadripartite ad. 1 consisting of 


2 shared by or involving four parties. 


parts. 


quadriplegia 7. \fed. paralysis of all four limbs. 
[based on Greek plege “blow, stroke’| 0 quadri- 
plegic adj. Gn 

quadrivalent adj. Chem. = 1 1R\ LNT. 

quadrophonie var. of Qu \wRrwHoni 

quadruped e 2. a four-footed animal, esp. a 
mammal. @ adj. tour-footed. [from Latin quadrupes 
pedis| O quadrupedal ad. 

quadruple e ad). t fourfold. 2 a having four parts. 
b involving four participants (quadruple alliance). 
3 being four times as many or as much. 4 ‘ol 
time in music) having four beats in a bar. @ 7. a four- 
fold number or amount. @ 7.f7 @ intr multiply by 
four; increase fourfold, [from Latin guadruplus| 
0 quadruply «ud: 

quadruplet n. cach of four children born at onc 
birth. 

quadruplicate e adj. 1 tourtold. 2 of which fow 
copies arc made. @ 2:4. 1 muluply by fou. 2 make fouw 
identical copies of. 0 in quadruplicate in four iden- 
tical copies. [from Latin guadrupliatus ‘quadrupled | 

quaff «. /ierary 1 i. G int, drink deeply. 2 f: drain (a 
cup etc.) in long draughts. []6th-century coinage| 
0 quaffable ad). quaffer ». 

quag 7. a marshy or boggy place. [related to dialect 
verb quag “to shake’|] GO quaggy ad). 

quagga 7. m an exunct zebra formerly 
native to S, Africa, which was vellowish- 
brown with stripes on the head, neck, 
ind forebody. [from Nama qua-ha’} 

quagmire 7. 1 a soft boggy o1 
marshy area. 2 a 
situation 


hazardous 


pl. same or quails 
short-tailed game 


quail! n 

any small 
bird of the genus Coturnix, related 
to the partridge, esp. the migratory 
C. coturnix. [from medieval Laun cvacula] 


quail° intr, flinch; be apprehensive. [Middle 
Larclish| 
quaint adj. 1 attractively unfamiliar or old- 


fashioned. 2 daintily odd. [earlier in sense: 


cunning: from Latin cognituy “ascertained | 


0 quaintly adi. quaintness 1. 


quality time 


peep- sight peepp- 
hole line hole 


afr \ 


degre 
seale 


angle read 
where string 
crosses scale 


plumb 
bob 


QUADRANT: 
MEASURING ALTITUDE 
USING A QUADRAN' 


quake e z.inir. 1 shake, tremble, 2 rock to and fro. 
3 (of a person) shake or shudder (was quaking with 
fear). @ n. collog. an earthquake. [Old Enghsh} 
Quaker 2. (also attrib.) a member of the Society of 
Friends, a Christian movement devoted to peaceful 
principles and eschewing formal doctrine, sacra- 
ments, and ordained ministers. [originally 
derogatory] GO Quakerish ad. Quakerism 1. 
qualification 7. 1 the act or an instance of quali- 
fying. 2 an accomplishment fitting a person for a 
position or purpose. 3 aa circumstance, condition, 
, that modifies or limits (the statement had many 
qualifications). b a thing that detracts from complete- 
ness or absoluteness (¢heir relief had one qualification) 
4 a condition that must be fulfilled before a right 
can be acquired etc. 5 an attribution of a quality 
the qualifwation of our policy as opportunist ts unfary) 
0 qualificatory adj. 


EtG 


qualify «. (-ies, -ied) 1 /, make competent or fit for 
a position or purpose. 2 fx make legally enutled. 
3 intr: (usu, foll, by for) (of a person) satisfy conditions 
or requirements. 4 ér add reservations to; modify or 
make less absolute (a statement or asseruion:. 3/7 
Gram. (of a word) attribute a quality to another 
word. 6 /¢ modcrate, miligate; make less severe or 
extreme. 7 fx alter the strength or flavour of. 8 Uy 
toll. by as) attribute a specified quality to; describe 
as (the idea was qualified as absurd). 9 tr. (as qualify- 
ing adj.) serving to determine those that qualify 
qualifying examination). {from mecieval Latin quali 
ficare| 6 qualifier 7. 
qualitative ad. concerned with or depending on 
quality led to a quahtatiwe change im society). 0 qualita- 
tively adu. 
quality w. (pl. -ies) 1 the degree of excellence of a 
thing (ef goed quality, poor in quality, 2 a general 
excellence (their work has quality). b \atirib,) of high 
quality (@ quality product). 3a distinctive attribute o1 
laculty. 4 the relative nature or character of a thing 
(ts made in thre 9 the distine- 
tive Umbre of a voice o1 
6 achat high social standing 
people of {from 
Latin qualitas| 


qualitte 
sound. 


quanly) 


quality control » 


system) of maintaining 
standards in products by 
testing a sample of thi 

outpul 

quality paper ». (also qual- 


ity newspaper) a Newspape! 


QUAGGA 
Equus Guaven 


considered to be of a high 
cultural standard. 
quality time v7. time spent productively or prof- 
itably. esp. with reference to the limited time 
working parents can spenc with their children 


bb 


qualm 


qualm 7. 1 a misgiving; an uneasy doubt. 2 a scru- 
ple of conscience. 3 a momentary faint or sick 
fechng. [1 6th-century coinage] O qualmish ad). 

quandary 7. (fi. -ies) 1 a state of perplexity. 
2 a practical dilemma. {1 6th-century coinage] 

quango 1. (~/. -os) Bri. a semi-pubhic body with 
financial support from and senior appointments 
made by the government. {abbreviation of quasi (or 
guasi-autonomous) non-government(al) organization] 

quanta //. of Quantum. 

quantal adj. 1 composed of discrete units; varying 
in steps, not continuously. 2 of or relating to a 
quantum or quantum theory. [from Latin guantus 
‘how much | 

quantify ©./r (-ies, -ied) 1 determine the quantity 
of. 2 express as a quantity. [from medieval Latin 
quantifare| 0 quantifiable adj. quantification /. 
quantifier 7. 

quantitative ad. 1 a concerned with quantity. 
b measured or measurable by quanuty. 2 of or 
based on the quantity of syllables. {from medieval 
Latin guantitativs| 0 quantitatively ado. 


quantitative analysis 7. Clem. measurement of 


the amounts of the constituents of a substance. 
quantitive adj. = Quantiii\e. 0 quantitively adz. 
quantity n. (//. -ies) 1 that property of things that 
is measurable. 2 the size or extent or weight 01 
amount or number. 3 a specified or considerable 
peruon or number or amount. 4 un fi.) large 
amounts or numbers: an abundance. 5 Vath. a 
value, component, ete. that may be expressed in 
numbers. [from Latin qguantias} 

quantity surveyor 7. 57i/. a person who measures 
and prices building work. 

quantum 7. (//. quanta) 1 Physic) a a discrete 
quantity of energy proportional in magnitude to 
the frequency of the radiation it represents. b an 
analogous discrete amount of any other physical 
quantity. 2 a a required or allowed amount. b a 
share or portion. [Latin neut. of quantus “how 
great | 

quantum computer 7. 4 computer which makes 
use of the quantum states of subatomic particles to 
store information, 

quantum jump 7. (also quantum leap 1 a 
sudden large increase or advance. 2 Physics an 
abrupt transition in an atom or molecule from one 
quantum state to another. 

quantum mechanics 7. Physics a mathematical 
form of quantum theory dealing with the motion 
and interaction of particles and incorporating the 
concept that these particles can also be regarded as 
Waves 

quantum theory 2. Phyyics the body of theory 
based on the concept of quanta of energy. 
quarantine e 7. 1 isolation imposed on persons o1 
animals that have arrived from elsewhere or heen 
exposed to infectious or contagious disease. 2 the 
period of this isolation. @ «/ put in quarantine. 
[from Ttahan guarantina ‘forty days’ | 

quark! 7. Physics any of a class of unobserved 
subatomic particles with a fractional electric 
charge, of which hadrons are thought to be 
composed. & stciius. [invented word, associated 
with “Three quarks for Muster Mark’ im Joyce's 
Finnegans Wake (1939)5| 

quark? 77, a type of low-fat curd cheese, [German] 

quarrel e 7. 1 a violent contention or altercation, 
2 a rupture of friendly relations. 3 an occasion of 
complaint. @ vi. (quarrelled, quarrelling: L's 
quarreled. quarreling, 1 have a dispute; break 
off friendly relations, 2 find fault. [from Latin 
querel(a complaint] O quarreller n. 

quarrelsome adj. given to quarrclling. G quarrel- 
someness 1 

quarry’ e@ 7. (fl. -ies; 1 an excavation made by 

Irom its hed. 2a 

plac e from which stone etc. may be extracted. @ 7.0 
-ies, -ied {rom |from 

Latin quadrum “square ’| 


taking stone ete. for building ets 


extract stone a quarry 


bbO8 


quarto 


QUARTZ 


Quartz is one of the most common types of 
mineral, and can be found in sedimentary, 
igneous, and metamorphic rocks, and in 
mineral veins with metal ores. Quartz 

faces are often striated, with twinned and 


EXAMPLES OF QUARTZ 


ROCK CRYSTAL 


quarry® 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the object of pursuit by a 
bird of prey, hounds, hunters, ete. 2 an intended 
victim or prey. [originally in sense ‘parts of deer 
placed on the hide and given to hounds’: from Old 
French cuiree} 

quarry? n. (pl. -ies) 1 a diamond-shaped pane of 
vlass, 2 (in full quarry tile) an unglazed floor-tile. 
[a form of earher guarve/, in same sense | 

quarryman /. (//. -men) a worker in a quarry. 

quart 7. 1 a liquid measure equal to a quarter of a 
gallon; two pints. 2 a vessel containing this amount. 
3 US a dry measure, equivalent to one-thirty- 
second of a bushel} (1.] litre). 0 a quart into a 
pint pot Bri. 1 a large amount etc. fitted into a 
small space. 2 something impossible to achieve. 
[from Latin guarta (fem.) ‘fourth’ 

quarter e 7. 1 cach of four equal parts into which 
a thing is or might be divided, 2 a period of three 
inonths. 3 a point of time 15 minutes before or 
alter any hour. 4 a school or C'S university term. 
5 a 25 US or Canadian cents. b a coin of this 
denomination. 6 a part of a town (residential quarter). 
7 aa point of the compass. b a region at such a 
point. 8 the direction, dlistrict, or source of supply 
ete. (help from any quarter, came from all quarters). 9 (in 
pl.) a lodgings. b Ail. the accommodation of troops 
etc. 10 a one-fourth of a lunar month. & tna 
moni. b the Moon’s position between the first and 
second \first quarter) or third and fourth (last 
quarter) of these. 11 a each of the four parts into 
which a carcass 1s divided. b (in pl.) = HINDQUARIERS. 
12 mercy offered or granted to an enemy on condi- 
tion of surrender, 13 a one-fourth of a pound 
weight. b Brit. a gram measure equivalent to 8 
bushels. ec one-fourth of a hundredweight (28 Ib or 
C8 25 Ibi. 14 cach of four divisions on a shield. 


15 Gn American and Austrahan football) each of 


four equal periods into which a match is divided. 
@ «ir 1 divide into quarters. 2 hist. divicle (the body 
of an executed person) in this way. 3 a put (troops 
etc.) into quarters. b station or lodge in a specihied 
place, 4 (fol. by on) unpose (a person) on another as 
a lodger. 5 (esp. of a hunting dog or bird of prey) 
range or traverse (the ground) in every direction, 
6 Heraldry place or bear (charges or coats of arms) on 
the four quarters of a shield’s surface. > ouarinrinc. 
[from Latin quarlarius “fourth part (of a measure)’ | 
quarterback ». a player in American football who 
directs attacking play. 
quarter day n. Br. one of four days on which quar- 
terly payments are due, tenancies begin and end, ete 
quarterdeck 7). part of a ship's upper deck nea 
the stern. usu. reserved for officers, & siax-o1-w ye 
quarter-final 7. a match or round preceding the 
semi-final 


distorted crystals. Its varied colours include 
white, grey, red, purple, puik, yellow, green, 
brown, and black, or it may be colourless. 
Semi-precious varieties of quartz include 
citrine and amethyst. 


AMETHYST 


CITRINE 
ROSE SMOKY 
QUARTZ QUARTZ 


quarter-hour 7. (also quarter of an hour) 1 a 
period of 15 minutes. 2 = quarier n. 3. 

quartering 7. 1 (in pi.) ¥ the coats of arms 
marshalled on a shield to denote the alliances of a 
family with the heiresses of others. 2 the provision 
of quarters for soldiers. 3 the act or an instance of 
dividing, esp. into four equal parts. 


quartered 
shield 


QUARTERING: 15TH-CENTURY SPANISH DISH 
SHOWING QUARTERED COAT OF ARMS 


quarter-light 7. Bril. a window in the side of a 
motor vehicle, closed carriage. etc. other than the 
main door window, 

quarterly @ ad. 1 produced or occurring once 
every quarter of a year. 2 (of a shield) quartered. 
D QuariERInG, @ adv, 1 once every quarter of a year. 
2 in the four, or in two diagonally opposite, quar- 
ters of a shicld. @ 7. (p/. -tes) a quarterly review or 
magazine. 

quartermaster 7. 1 a regimental officer in charge 
of quartering, rations, etc. 2 a naval petty officer in 
charge of steering, signals, etc. 

Quartermaster General 1. (i. 
master Generals) the head of 
department in charge of quartering etc. 


Quarter- 
the army 


quarter note n. esp. \. Amer. Mus. a crotchet. 

quarter sessions 1./)/. hist. (in the UK) a court 
of limited criminal and civil jurisdiction usu. held 
quarterly: 

quarter-tone 7. \fus. half a semitone. 

quartet 7. (also quartette) 1 \fus. a a coniposition 
for four voices or instruments. b the performers of 
such a piece. 2 any group of four, [French quarteile 
froin Itahan quartello| 

quarto n. (fl. -os) Printing 1 the size of book or 
paper given by folding a (usu. specified) sheet of paper 


quartz 


twice to form four leaves. 2 a book consisting of sheets 
folded in this way. (Latin (in) quarto ‘(in) the fourth’] 

quartz n. <a mineral form of silica that crystallizes 
as hexagonal prisms. > accrecare, ore. [from West 
Slavonic kwardy] 

quartz clock 2. (also quartz watch) ¥ a clock or 
watch operated by vibrations of an electrically 
driven quartz crystal. 


battery slice 


outer face 


QUARTZ WATCH: INTERNAL MECHANISM 
AND OUTER FACE 


quartzite 7, a metamorphic rock consisting mainly 
of quartz. 

quartz lamp 7. a quartz tube containing mercury 
vapour and used as a light source 

quasar 7. Asiron. ¥ any of a class of starlike celestial 
objects often associated with intense radio emis- 
sion. [from quasi-stellar| 


hot gas core 


QUASAR: ARTIST’S IMPRESSION OF A QUASAR 


quash ¢:/r 1 annul; reject as not valid, esp. by a legal 
procedure. 2 suppress; crush. [from Late Latin 
cassare ‘to annul’| 
quasi- comb. form 1 seemingly; apparently but not 
really (quasi-scientific). 2 almost (quast-independent 
quassia /kwass-i4/ 7n. I an evergreen tree, Quas 
sia amara. native to S. America. 2 the wood, bark, 01 
root of this tree, yielding a bitter medicinal toni 
and insecticide. [named after G. Quass7, 18th- 
century Suriname who discovered its 
medicinal properties] 


slave 


quatercentenary e 7. {//. -ies) a four-hundredth 
anniversary. @ adj. of this anniversary. {hased on 
Latin quater ‘four umes’| 
quaternary e adj. 1 fourth in order or rank et 
2 (Quaternary) Geol. of or relating to the most 
recent period in the Cenozoic era. @ n. (pi. -ies) La 
quaternary thing, compound, etc. 2 (Quaternary 
Geol. the Quaternary period or system. [from Latin 
quaternanius| 
quatrain 7. a stanza of 
four lines. [French| 
quatrefoil /kat-ré-foil/ rn. 
> a four-pointed or four- 
leafed figure. esp. as an 
ornament in architectural 
tracery [from Anglo- 
French quatre ‘four’ + foil 
eat” ] 


quatrefoil 


QUATREFOIL 
DECORATION ON A MODUL 
OF A }21TH-CENTURY 
CALHEDRAL SPIRI 


Queen’s Scout 


quartz crystal 


QUATTROCENTO 


The term quattrocento is often 
used to describe the Italian 
Renaissance of the | 5th century. 
New ideas flourished during this 
period. These included rules 
governing perspective, more 
naturalistic and expressive paint- 
ing and sculpture, and a revival 
of themes from classical Italy. 
Key artists included Botticelli, 
Donatello, and Masaccio. 


Crucifixion of Jesus Christ, a 
common 1 5th-century subject — 


Masaccio’s patron, 
Lorenzo Lenzi 


The Trinity (c.1427), 
MASACCLO 


use of 
perspective 
gives three- | 
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dimensional 
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quattrocento /kwat-roh-chen-toh/ 7. A the style 
of Italian art of the 15th c. & Renaissance. [Italian, 
short for milquattrocento ‘1400’, referring to the years 
1400-99] Go quattrocentist n. G ad). 

quaver ev. 1 mir a (esp. of a voice or musical 
sound) vibrate, shake. tremble. b use trills or shakes 
in singing, 2 / a sing (a note or song) with quaver- 
ing. b say in a trembling voice. @ n. 1 Mus. a note 
having the ume value of half a crotchet and repre- 
sented by a hooked stem. 
> notation. 2 a trill in singing. 3a tremble in speech. 
[Middle Enghsh| o quaveringly adi. quavery ad). 


large dot with a 


quay /kce/ n. a stationary artificial landing place 
for loading and unloading ships. [from Old French 
kay] 

quayside ». the land forming or near a quay. 

queasy adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 a (ol a person) 
nauseous. b (of a person’s stomach) casily upset: 
weak of digestion. 2 (of the 
etc. overscrupulous. [Middle English] 
4 queasily adi. queasiness n. 

Quechua /kech-wi/ (also Quichua 
/kich-wii/) @ n. (pl. same or Quechuas) 
1 a member of a S. American Indian people 

of Peru and neighbouring countries. 2 the 

of this people. @ adj. of or relating to this 
people or their language. [from Quechua] 
0 Quechuan ad). 

queen e 7. 1 (as a title usu. Queen) a female sover- 
cign etc., esp. the hereditary ruler of an independent 
state. 2 (in full queen consort) a king’s wife. 3 a 
woman, country, or thing pre-eminent of its kind 


conscience 


language 


(lennis queen; the queen of roses). 4 the fertile female 
among ants, bees, etc. 5 the most powertul piece in 
chess. & cHtss. 6 a playing card with a picture of a 
queen. > court carp. 7 s/ang offens. a male homo- 
sexual, esp. an effeminate one. 8 (as a utle usu. 
Queen) a an honoured female, e.g. the Virgin Mary 
(Queen of Heaven). b an ancient goddess (Taus, Queen 
of love). 9a belle or mock sovereign on some occasion 
n of the May). 10 the Queen; the 
national anthem: when there is a female sovereign. 
e@ 2.4; 1 make (a woman) queen. 2 Chess convert (a 


beauly queen; que 


pawn) into a queen when it reaches the opponent's 
side of the board. 0 queen it play the queen. [Old 
English] 0 queendom 1. queenship ») 

Queen-Anne adj. (usu. a/fimb.) in the 
English architecture, furniture, etc., in Oo 
Queen Anne’s time, the carly 18th century 


style of 
about 


Queen Anne’s lace 7. Bot. = cow-rarsiry. 

queen bee 7. 1 the fertile female in a hive. 2 the 
chief or controlling woman in a group. 

queen consort see Qt nun 7. 2. 

queen dowager 2. the widow of a king. 

queenly adj. (\queenlier, queenliest) 1 fit for or 
appropriate to a queen. 2 majestic. 0 queenliness n. 

queen mother 7. the dowager who is mother of 
the sovereign. 

queen of puddings n. a pudding made with 
bread, jam, and meringue. 

Queen of the May 7. = May at iin. 

queen post 7. ¥ either of two upright timbers 
between the tie-beain and principal rafters of a 
rool-truss 


aay ; 
collar beam straight brace 


| tie beam queen posts 


QUEEN POSTS IN A ROOF TRUSS 


Queen’s Bench ». (in the UB) a division of the 
High Court of Justice. 

Queensberry Rules 7.p/. the standard rules. esp. 
of boxing. {named after the 8th Marquess of 
English nobleman, 1844-1900, who 
supervised the drafting of boxing laws (1867)] 
Queen’s Counsel 7. (in the UK) counsel to the 
Crown, taking precedence over other barristers 
Queen’s English 7 th 


correctly written or spoken in Britain 


Queensbe TTY 


English languag 

Queen’s evidence n. Bril. Law evidence for the 
prosecution given by a participant in the crime at 
Issue 

Queen’s Guide ». (in the UK) a Guide isee Git. 
9) who has reached the highest rank of proficiency 

Queen’s highway ». 37i/. a public road, regarded 
as being under the sovereigns protection 

queen-size ad). (also 
than normal size. usu 


queen-sized, of a large) 
maller than king-siz¢ 

Queen’s Scout 1 UB) a Scout (sec 17 
fk who has reached the 


in the 
highest standard of 


proficicnes 


boy 


QO 


Queen’s Speech 


Queen’s Speech ». (in the UK) a statement includ- 
ing the Government’s proposed measures read by 
the sovereign at the opening of Parliament. 

queer e ad. 1 strange; odd; eccentric. 2 shady; 
suspect; of questionable character, 3 Brit. a slightly 
ill; faint. b slang drunk. 4 slang offens. (esp. of a man) 
homosexual. @ x. slang offens. a homosexual. @ 7.tr 
s/ang spoil; put out of order. 0 in Queer Street 
Brit. slang iw a difficulty, in debt or trouble or disre- 
pute. queer a person’s pitch 87i/. spoil a person’s 
chances. 0 queerly adi. queerness n. 

quell ¢./ 1 a crush or put down (a rebellion etc.). 
b reduce (rebels etc.) to submission. 2 suppress or 
alleviate (fear, anger, etc.). [Old English ceellan ‘to kill’| 

quench 7:/, 1 satisfy (thirst) by drinking. 2 extin- 
guish (a fire or light ete.). 3 cool, esp. with water. 
4 esp. Metallurgy cool (esp. hot metal) rapidly m cold 
water, air, oil, ctc, 5 a stifle or suppress (desire etc.). 
b Physics & Electronics inhibit or prevent (oscillation, 
lumimescence, etc.) by counteractive means. 6 Brit. 
slang reduce (an opponent) to silence. [Old English] 
0 quencher 7. quenchless adj. 

quenelle /ké-nel/ n. a small seasoned hall or roll of 
pounded fish or meat. [French] 

quern 7. 1 > a mill for grinding corn, 
typically consisting of two stones. 
2 asmall hand mill for pepper ete. 
{Old Enghsh] 

querulous ad. complaining, 
peevish. [from Latin queru/us] 
oO querulously adj. queru- 
lousness ”. 

query e 7. (fi. -ies 
1a question. 2 a ques- 
tion mark. or the 
word query spoken 
or written to ques- 
tion accuracy or as a 
mark of interroga- 
tion. @ 7 (-1es. -ied 
1 /& ask or enquire. 
2 ¢ call in question. 
3 fr dispute the accuracy 
of. 4 int put a question. 
|from Latin guaerere ‘to ask’ | 


QUERN: 
STONE OUERN 


6.4000 2000 Be 
quest ez. 1 a search or the 
act of seeking, 2 the thing sought, esp. the object of 
a medieval knight's pursuit. @ 7. 1 inf: a go about in 
search of something. b ,of a dog etc.) search about 
for game. 2 tr poel. search for; seck out. 0 in quest 
of secking. [based on Latin quaerere quaest- ‘to seck’| 
0 quester 7. (also questor). questingly ad. 
question e 7. 1 a sentence worded or expressed so 
as to seek information. 2 a doubt about or objec- 
tion to a thing's truth, credibility, advisability, etc. 
is there any question as to its validity’. b the raising of 
such doubt etc. 3 a matte 
decided o1 voted on. 4 a problem requirmg an 
answer or solunion, 3 doll, by of} a matter or 
concern depending on conditions (2s @ question of 
money). @ vt. Yo oask questions of; interrogate. 
2 subject (a person) to examination. 3 throw doubt 
upon: raise objections to. 4 seck information from 
the study of iphenomena, facts:. 0 be a question 
of time be certain to happen sooner or later. 
beyond all question undoubtedly. come into 
question he discussed: became of practical 
importance, in question that is being discussed or 
relerred to (the person in question). is not the ques- 
tion is irrelevant. no question of nv possilility of 
there’, no question of nv giving in). out of the ques- 
tion too impracticable ete. to be worth discussing: 
impossible. put the question require supporters 
and opponents of a proposal to record their votes. 
[from Latin guaestia ‘secking’] OQ questioner 1. 
questioningly ad:, questionless a7), 
questionable «/). 1 doultfal as regards truth o1 
quality, 2 not clearly in accordance with honesty. 
honour, wisdom, etc. 0 questionability 1. ques- 
tionableness 1. questionably «/ 


to be chscussed on 


) 


question mark ». 1 a punctuation mark 1?) indi- 


70) 


cating a question. 2 a cause for doubt or uncer- 
tainty (there’s still a question mark over the plans). 

question master 7. Byii. a person who presides 
over a quiz game etc. 

questionnaire 7. 1 a formulated series of ques- 
tions, esp. for statistical study. 2 a document 
containing these. 

question time 7. a period during parliamentary 
proceedings when MPs may question ministers. 

quetzal /ket-sal/ n. » any of various brilliantly 
coloured birds of the family Trogonidae, esp. 

the Central and S. American Pharo- 
machrus mocinno. [Spanish] 

queue /kew/ e@ 7. a line 
or sequence of persons, 
vehicles, etc., awaiting 
their turn to be attended 
to or to procced. @ wintr 
(queues, queued, queu- 
ing or queueing) (of per- 
sons etc.) form a queue; take 
one’s place in a queue. [from 
Latin cauda ‘tail’ 

queue-jump Bit. 

push forward out of turn 

in a queuc. 

quibble e 7. 1 a petty 
objection; a trivial point of criticism. 

2 a pun. 3 an evasion: an insubstantial 
argument which relies on an ambiguity ete. 
@ v.intr. use quibbles. {from obsolete guzb, in 
same sense] 0 quibbling ad). 

quiche /keesh/ n. an open flan or tart with 
a savoury filling. [French| 

Quichua var. of Quicui. 

quick e aj. 1 taking only a short time (a quick 

worker). 2 arriving after a short time, prompt 

(quick action, quick results), 3 with only a short 

interval (im quick successton). 4 lively, intel- 
ligent. 5 acute, alert (has a quick ear). 
6 \of a temper) easily roused. 7 archaic 
living, alive (the quick and the dead). @ adv. 

quickly; at a rapid rate. @ 7. 1 the soft 
Nlesh below the nails, or the skin, or a sore. 2 the 
seat of feelmg or emotion (cul to the quick). 0 be 
quick act quickly. [Old English czeze/u) ~alive’] 
O quickly ad. quickness 7. 

quicken ». 1 /. G ini. make or become quicker: 
accelerate. 2 . give life or vigour to; rouse. 3 ié: 
a iof a woman) reach a stage im pregnancy 
when movements of the foetus can be felt. 
b (of a foetus) begin to show signs of life. 
4 intr. come to life. 

quick-fire aifrih.ad). 1 \of repartee etc.) 
rapid. 2 firing shots in quick succession. 


JSemale 


mate 


Mb, QUETZAL 
(Pharomachrus 


mocinno) 


\ sandstone 
grinder 


quick fix 7. a rapid (esp. inadequate) solution to a 
problem. 

quick-freeze 1/7, freeze (food! rapidly so as to 
preserve its natural qualities. 

quickie co/log. @ n. 1 a thing done or made quickly 
or hastily. 2 an alcoholic drink taken quickly. 
e@ ad. made or executed quickly (quiche divorce; 
quiche production), 

quicklime 7. = \ini.' 7. 1, 

quick march \/i/, @ 7. a march at about 
120) paces per minute, 
e@ wi. the command to 
hein this, 

quick one 7. collog. an 
alcoholic drink taken 
quickly, 

quicksand 7. 1 a loosc 
wet sand that sucks in 
anything placed or falling 
into it. b a bed of this. 
2 a treacherous thing o1 
situation, 

quickset /77/. @ adj. ‘ol a 
hedge, formed of slips of 
plants, esp, hawthorn, set 


quilt 


in the ground to grow. @ 7. 1 such slips. 2 a hedge 
formed in this way. 
quicksilver n. 1 mercury. 2 mobility of tempera- 
ment or mood, 
quickstep e 7. 1 a fast foxtrot. 2 (quick step) Mil. 
a step used in quick Ume. @ vinir (-stepped, 
-stepping) dance the quickstep. 
quick-tempered adj. easily angered. 
quick-witted adj. quick to grasp a situation, make 
repartee, etc. 0 quick-wittedness 7. 
quid! x. (pl. same) Brit. slang one pound sterling, 
oO not the full quid Austral. slang mentally de- 
ficient. quids in slang in a position of profit. 
quid? 7. a lump of tobacco for chewing. 
[dialect variant of cup] 
quiddity n. (p/. -ies) 1 Philos. the 
essence of a thing, 2 a quibble; 
a trivial objection. [from medieval 
Latin guidditas] 
quid pro quo 7. (//. quid pro 
quos) 1 a thing given as compen- 
sation. 2 return made (for a gifi, 
favour, etc.). [Latin, literally ‘something for 
something | 
quiescent /kwi-ess-ént/ adj. 1 motionless, 
inert. 2 silent, dormant. [from Latin guzes- 
cent ‘being quiet’] 0 quiescence n. 
quiet @ adj. (quieter, quietest) 1 with 
little or no sound or motion. 2 of gentle or 
peaceful disposition. 3 unobtrusive; not 
showy. 4 not overt; disguised (quiet resent- 
ment). 5 undisturbed: uninterrupted; free 
or far from vigorous action (a quiet lime for 
prayer). 6 informal (just a quiet wedding). 
7 enjoyed in quiet (a quiet smoke). 8 not 
anxious or remorseful. @ n. 1 silence; still- 
ness. 2 an undisturbed state; tranquillity. 
3 a state of being free from urgent tasks or 
agitation (q lime of quiet at work). 4 a peace- 
ful state of affairs (there was quiet along the 
frontier). @ ®1 tr. soothe; make quiet. 2 mtr. 
become quiet or calm. O be quiet (esp. in 
imper) cease talking etc. keep quiet 
1 refrain from making a noise. 2 suppress or 
refrain from disclosing information etc. on 
the quiet collog. secretly. [from Latin guzetus] 
do quietly ad} quietness n. 
quieten vw /r & intr. Brit. = quer v. 
quietism 7. 1 a passive attitude towards life, as 
a form of religious mysticism. 2 the principle of 
non-resistance. O quietist 7. & ad). 
quietude 7. a state of quiet. 
quietus 7. (//. quietuses; 1 release from life: 
death; that which brings death. 2 something which 
quiets or represses; a sedative. [from medieval! Latin 
quietus esi “he is quit’, used in discharge of a debt] 
quiff x. csp. Bri. 1 a man’s tuft of hair, brushed 
upward over the forehead. 2 a curl plastered down 
on the forchead. {1 9th-century coinage] 
quill ». 1 (in full quill-feather) a large feather in a 
wing or tail. & reatHer. 2 the hollow stem of this. 
3 (in full quill pen; ¥ a pen made of a quill. 
4 (usu. in fl.) the spines of a porcupine. 


{Middle English] 


QUILL PEN MADE FROM 
A GOOSE ELA THER 


quilling 7. (’S the art of making orna- 
mental filigree from tightly rolled 
columns of paper. 

quilt e 7. 1 <a bed-covering made of 
padding enclosed between layers of 
cloth ete. and kept in place by cross 
lines of stitching, 2 a bedspread of 
similar design (patchwork quilt). @ vt. 


QUILT: DETAIL OF PADDED 
(TRAPUNTO) QUILTING 


— 


quim 


1 cover or line with padded material. 2 make or 
join together (pieces of cloth with padding 
between) after the manner of a quilt. [from Latin 
culcita “niattress, cushion’] 0 quilter 7. quilting n. 
quim 2. coarse slang the female genitals. [18th- 
century coinage | 
quin 7. esp. Bri. collog. a quintuplet. 
quince 7. 1 » a hard acid pear-shaped fruit 
used as a preserve or flavouring, 2 any 
shrub or small tree of the genus Cydo- 
ma (rose family), esp. C. oblonga, 
bearing this fruit. See also Jaran- 
gsk Quince. [based on Latin 
(malum) ‘(apple 
of Cydonia, now Canea in 
Crete] 


cydoneum 


quincentenary e 7. (i. 
-ies) I a_ five-hundredth 
anniversary. 2 a festival marking 
this. @ ad. of this anniversary 
[based on Latin quinque ‘five’ + 
CENTENARY | 

quincentennial e 7. a quincentenary. @ adj. 1 last- 
ing five hundred years or occurring every five 
hundred years. 2 of or concerning a quincentenary; 

quincunx 7. I five objects set so that four are at 
the corners of a square or rectangle and the fifth ts 
at its centre. 2 this arrangement. [Latin, literally 

‘five-twelfths’] 0 quincuncial ad). 
quinine 7. 1 < an alkaloid found esp. in 
the bark of the S. American evergreen 
cinchona tree. 2 a bitter toxic drug 

‘ontaining this, formerly used as a tonic 
and esp. as a remedy for malaria. [based 
on Quechua kina ‘bark’ | 

Quinquagesima 7. (in ful] Quinqua- 
gesima Sunday) the Sunday before the 
beginning of Lent. [medieval Latin] 


quinque- comb. form five 
quinquennial aq. 1 lasting five years 
2 recurring every five years. 0 quin- 
quennially ad 

quinquennium ». ($/, quinquennums 
or quinquennia) a period of five years 


quinsy 7. an inflammation of the throat 
esp. an abscess in the region of the 
tonsils. [from Greek sunagkhé ‘canine 
quinsy’] O quinsied ad 

quint 7. .V. Ain 

Latin guintus “fitih’] 

1 (usu. foll. by of } the 
purest and most perfect. 
typical, form 
manifestation, or embod- 
iment of some quahty on 
2 a refined extract. 
|from medieval Latin 

pervading all things)’ | 


1 quintuplet. [based on 


quintessence 


Or most 
QUININE: BARK 01 


ME GINGHONN DRE. 


SOURCE OF QUININE 
. class 


quinta essentia “fifth essenc 
O quintessential ad. quintessentially ad 
quintet 7. (also quintette) 1 \fus. a a composition 
for five instruments. b the performers 


of such a piece. 2 any group of five. [from French 
guintette] 


voices 


quintuple e adj. 1 fivefold; consisting of five part 

2 involving five parties. 3 (of time in music) having 
five beats in a bar e@ n. a fivefold number o1 
amount. @ 0. @ intr multiply by five 
fivefold. [French] 


mcreas 


quintuplet x. each of five children born at one 
birth 

quintuplicate e adj. 1 fivefold. 2 of which five 
copies are made. @ vf, @ intr, multiply by fis 


Oin quintuplicate 1 in five identical copies. 2 in 


groups of five {based on French guin/uple] 


quip @ » clever 
(quipped, quipping) make quip 
quire 7. 1 four sheets of paper ct 
eight leaves. 2 an ection of le 
rypt or book. 3 25 (formerly 2 | 


wing; an epigram. @ 

O quipster 7 
folded to form 
wes one within 


another in a manu 


QUINCE 
(Cydonia oblonga 


sheets of paper. DB in quires unbound; in sheets. 
[based on Latin quaterni ‘set of four’] 
quirk 7. 1 a peculiarity of behaviour. 2 a trick of 
fate; a freak. 3 a flourish in writing. {16th-century 
coinage| O quirkish ad. quirky adj. (quirkier. 
quirkiest). quirkily ad:. quirkiness n. 
quirt 7. a short-handled riding whip 
with a braided leather lash. [from 
Spanish cuerda ‘cord’] 


quisling 7. 1 a person cooperating 
with an occupymg enemy; a colla- 
borator or fifth columnist. 2 a traitor. 
[from V. Quisling, renegade Norwegian 
Army officer, 1887 -19-+5] 
quit e wi, (quitting; fas! and pasi part. 
quitted or quit) 1 (also absol.) give up; let 
go; abandon (a task etc.). 2 .\. Amer. cease; 
stop (quit grumbling). 3 a leave or depart from. 
b (ahsol.) (of a tenant) leave occupied premises 
(esp. notice to quit). 4 (refl.) acquit; hehave (qual 
oneself well). @ predic.ad). (foll. by of ) rid (glad to 
be quit of the problem). 0 quit hold of loose. {based 
on Latin quietus ‘quiet’| 
quitch pn. (in full quitch-grass) = coucH?. [Old 
English] 
quite ad. 1 completely; entirely; wholly 
agree). 2 rather; to 
3 (often foll. by so) 
O quite aa remarkable or outstanding (person o1 
thing) (7 was quite an event). quite another (01 
other different (that’s quite another matter 
quite a few collog. a fairly large number of. quite 
some a large amount of quite 
something a remarkable thing. [Middle English] 


L quite 


some extent (she’s quite nice 


said to indicate agreement. 


very 
quite some time 
quits prediv.adj. on even terms by retaliation or 
repayment (then we'll be quits). O call it (or cry 
quits acknowledge that things are now even; agree 
not to proceed further im a quarrel et 
quittance 7. archaic or poet. 1 (foll. by from) a release 
2 an atknowledgement of payment 
[from Old French ge 


a receipt 


(wane | 


quitter n. colloq. la Pp on who Ives i \ 
up easily. 2 a shirker. : 
quiver! e 1 intr tremble o | 
vibrate with a slight rapid motion, | 
esp. a (usu. foll. by wzth) as the 42 | 
result of emotion (quiver with anger | 

b (usu. foll. by 2m) as the result of a of 
air currents et yuiver in the bre : 

2 of a bird, esp. a skylark) make its | 


wings) quiver. @ 7. a quivering MoUO0N O1 
sound. |Mliddle English, from obsolete 
addy. gua er ‘rapid’| a quiveringly ad 

quivery ad 


quiver > an archer’s portable case 
for holding arrows «HLRY. [from 
Old French quire] 

quiverful ». (/. -fuls) 1 as much as a 


quiver can hold. 2 many children of 
one parent (Ps. 12725. 
n.0 on the qui 


ome- 


qui vive /kee veev/ 
vive on the alert; watching for 


quotation mark 


television or radio in which people compete in a 
quiz, often for prizes. 

quizzical adj. 1 expressing or done with mild on 
amused perplexity. 2 strange; comical. 0 quiz- 
zically adi. quizzicalness 7 

quod n. Brit. slang prison. [17th-century coinage] 

quod erat demonstrandum which was the thing 
to be proved. [Latin] 

quod vide /kwod vee-day/ which see (in cross- 
references etc.). [Latin] 

quoin rn. 1 an external angle of a building 2 a 
cornerstone. [variant of cow] 

quoit /koyt/ n. 1 a heavy flattish sharp-edged iron 
ring thrown to encircle an iron peg or to land as 
near as possible to the peg, 2 (in p/.) a game consist- 
ing of aiming and throwing these. 3 a ring of rope, 
rubber, etc. for use in a similar game. 4 a ¥ the flat 
stone of a dolmen. b the dolmen itself. [Middle 


English | ; 
, quoi 


support 


stone 


QUOIT ON A PREHISTORIC DOLMEN, ENGLAND 


quondam attrib.adj. that once was; sometime 
former. [Latin, literally ‘formerly’ | 

Quonset 7. US propr. a prefabricated metal building 
with a semicylindrical corrugated 
rool, [named after Quonset Point 
Rhode Island] 

quorate adj. Brit. attended by 


quorum. [related to at oRt mi] 


=o 
= 
eat 


Quorn 2. propr. a type of textured 

vege table prot in mace from in 

E 2 4 edible fungus and used as a meat 
® subsutute. [former name of a Leices 
tershire village, imcorporated into 


original maker’s namic | 


quorum 7. the minimum number of 
members that present to 
constitute a valid meeting. [Latin, 
literally ‘of wish thal 
vou be in the 


wording of commissions] 


must be 


whom (we 


two. three. et 


quota 7. (//. quotas) 1 the 
share that an inclividual 
person or company is bound 
to contribute to or entitled to 
total. 2 a quan- 
uty of goods etc 


receive from < 


which unde 


thing to happen. [{French, literally NAPAL -ceeritigsl Reel 
long) live who?’, 1.e. ‘on whos manufactured, exported, im- 
SICH ure vOu - SeNUEY port cl, etc. 3 the number ol 
challenge} yearly immigrants allowed 
quixotic ad. extravagantly and enter a country. students allowed t 
romantically chivalrous: naively enrol for a course, ete. [from medieval 
idealistic impractical. — [from Latin guol how great (a part)’ 
the name of Don Quiole, her quotable orth quoting 0 quot- 
of Cervantes’ romance (1605 15)| ability 7 
O quixotically au quixotism » quotation 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
quixotry 7 QUIVER quoung or being quoted. 2 a p 
quiz e 7. (p/. quizzes) 1 a test of knowledge remark quoted. 3 tractor timatt 
esp. as a form of entertainment. 2 an interrogation 4 Stuck Exch. an amount stated as U irrent pric 
examiation, or questionnaire. @ quizzed of stock minodities. 5 AZ r 
quizzing xamune by quesuoning [1 th-centur tune taken trom one pi { must te rothes 
coinage, originally US] [from medieval Latin 
quizmaster 7. a person who presides over uu quotation mark 1 punctuate 
quiz show light-entertanunent program marks. sure y ily lt 1 


quote 


beginning and end of a quoted passage, a book 
litle, ete., or words regarded as slang or jargon. 
quote e vf, 1 cite or appeal to (an author, book, 
etc.) in confirmation of some view. 2 repeat a state- 
ment by (another person) or copy out a passage 
from (don’t quote me). 3 (often absol.) a repeat or copy 
out (a passage) usu. with an imdication that it is 
borrowed. b (foll. by from) cite (an author, book, 
etc.). 4 (foll. by as) cite (an author etc.) as proof, 
evidence, etc. 5 a enclose (words) in quotation 
inarks. b (as zi.) (tn dictation, reading aloud, etc.) 
indicate the presence of opening quotation marks 
(he sard, quote, “I shall stay’). 6 state (the price of a job) 
to a person (they quoted £600 for the work). 7 Stock 


qwerty 


Exch. regularly list the price of. @ 7. collog. 1 a | qwerty attrib.ad). (also QWERTY) y denoting the 


passage quoted. 2 a price quoted. 3 (usu. in p/.) 
quotation marks. [earlier in sense ‘to mark with 
numbers’: from medieval Latin quotare] 

quoth vt (only in [st and 3rd person) archaic said. 
{Old English] 

quotidian e adj. 1 daily; of every day. 2 common- 
place, trivial. @ 7. (in full quotidian fever) a fever 
recurring every day. [based on Latin cotidi? daily’) 

quotient /kwoh-shént/ 7. a result obtained by 
dividmg one quantity by another. [from Latin 
quotiens ‘how many times’ | 

Quran (also Qur’an) var. of Koran, 

q.v. abbr. quod vide. 


standard keyboard on English-language type- 
writers, word processors, etc., with q, w, ¢, 7, 4, and 
yas the first keys on the top row of letters. 


QWERTY KEYBOARD OF A 
WORD PROCESSOR 


_—_— VO 


— 


R' 7. (also r) (pl. Rs or R’s) the eighteenth letter of 
the alphabet. 

R? abbr. (also R.) 1 Regina (Elizabeth R). 2 Rex. 
3 River. 4 (also ®) registered as a trade mark. 5 Chess 
rook. 6 right. 7 rand. 8 radius. 9 reverse (gear). 

R® symb. 1 roentgen. 2 electrical resistance. 3 (in 
chemical formulae) an organic radical or group. 

r abby. {also x.) 1 right. 2 recto. 3 run(s). 4 radius. 

RA abbr. 1 a (in the UK) Royal Academy. b (in the 
UK) Royal Academician. 2 (in the UK) Royal 
Artillery. 

Ra symb. Chem. the element radium. 

RAAF abby. Royal Australian Air Force. 

rabbet @ n. a step-shaped channel etc. cut along the 
edge or face or projecting angle of a length of 
wood etc. & winpow. @ uf (rabbeted, rabbeting) 
1 join or fix with a rabbet. 2 make a rabbet in. 
[from Old French 7ab(b)at ‘abatement, recess’ | 

rabbi 2. (p/. rabbis) 1 a Jewish scholar or teacher, 
esp. of the law. 2 a person appointed as a Jewish 
religious leader. [from Hebrew rabbi ‘my master’] 
Oo rabbinate 7. 

rabbinical adj. (also rabbinic) of or relating to 
rabbis, or to Jewish law or teaching. o rabbini- 
cally adu, 

rabbit e 7. 1 any of various burrowing gregarious 
plant-eating mammals of the family Leporidae, 
with long ¢ars and a short tail. & iacomorrn. 2 USa 
hare. 3 the fur of the rabbit. @ vii, (rabbited, 
rabbiting) 1 hunt rabbits. 2 (often foll. by on, away) 
Brit. collog. talk excessively or pointlessly; chatter. 
{Middle English] 0 rabbity ad). 

rabbit punch 2. a short chop with the edge of the 
hand to the nape of the neck. 

rabble n. 1 a disorderly crowd; a mob. 2 a 
contemptible or inferior set of people. 3 (prec. by 


the) the lower classes or disorderly section of the | 


populace. [Middle English] 

rabble-rouser x. a person who stirs up a crowd of 

- people to agitate for change. D rabble-rousing 
ad. & n. 

Rabelaisian adj. 1 of or like Rabelais or his writ- 
ings. 2 marked by coarse humour and exuberant 
imagination and language. ffrom E Rabelais, 
French satirist, 1494-1553] 

rabid ad. 1 furious, violent (rabid hale). 2 unrcason- 
ing; headstrong; fanatical (a rabed anarchist). 3 (esp. 
of a dog) affected with rabies; mad. 4 of or 
connected with rabies. [from Latin rabidus| 
0 rabidly adv. rabidness 7. 

rabies n. a contagious and fatal viral disease of 
dogs and other mammals, transmissible to humans 
etc. and causing madness and conyulsions. [based 
on Latin rabere ‘to rave’] 

RAC abbr. 1 (in the UR) Royal Automobile Club. 
2 (in the UK) Royal Armoured Corps. 

raccoon 7. (also racoon) I a furry N. American 
nocturnal mammal of the genus Procyon, with a 
bushy tail and sharp snout. 2 the fur of the 
raccoon. {Algonquian dialect] 

race’ en. 1 a contest of speed between runners. 
vehicles, etc. 2 (in pl.) a series of these for horses, 
dogs, etc. at a fixed time on a regular course. 3 a 
contest between persons to be first to achieve some- 
thing. 4 a a strong or rapid current flowing through 


RACECOURSE 
to the landscape, most modern tracks are 
SARATOGA 


RACECOURSE, 
USA 


clubhouse 


paddock 


clubhouse 
lurn 


starl of straight back stretch 


a narrow sea or river channel. b the channel of a 
stream etc. (a mill-race). @ v. 1 intr. take part in a race. 
2 t& have a race with. 3 é try to surpass in speed. 
4 intr. (foll. by w2th) compete in speed with. 5 & 
cause (a horse, car, etc.) to race. 6 a mir. go at full or 
(of an engine etc.) excessive speed. b ¢ cause (a 
person or thing) to do this (raced the bill through). 7 intr. 
(usu. as racing adj.) follow horse racing (a racing 
man). {from Old Norse ras] 

race* n. 1 cach of the major divisions of 
humankind, having distinct physical characteris- 
tics. 2 a mation etc., regarded as of a distinct ethnic 
stock. 3 the fact or concept of division into races 
(based on race). 4 a genus, species, breed, or variety of 
animals, plants, or micro-organisms. 5 a group of 
persons, animals, or plants connected by common 
descent. 6 descent; kindred (of noble race). [from Ital- 
lan razza| 

racecourse 7). A a ground or track for horse racing: 

racegoer 7. a person who frequents horse races. 

racehorse 1. a horse bred or kept for racing: 

raceme /rass-cem/ n. Bol. a flower cluster with 
the separate flowers attached by short equal stalks 
at equal distances along a central stem. & ixrtorrs- 
cence. [from Latin racemus *grape-bunch’] 

race meeting 1. Bri/. a sporting event consisting of 
a sequence of horse races at one place. 

racer 7. 1 a horse, yacht, bicycle, etc., of a kind 
used for racing, 2 a person or 
thing that races. 

race relations 71.)/. relations 
between members of different 
races usu. in the same country. 


link to 
¥ wheel 


race riot 7. an outbreak of 
violence due to racial antagon- 
ism. va rlling 


racetrack 7. 1 = xwecovrss. 2a Pall joint 


track for motor racing. 

rachitis /ra-ky-tis/ n. rickets. [based on Greck 
rhakhis spine’) 0 rachitic ad. 

Rachmanism 7. Sri. the exploitation and intimi- 
dation of tenants by unscrupulous landlords. 
[named after P. Ra:/man, London landlord in the 
1960s} 

racial ad. 1 of or concerning race. 2 on the 
grounds of or connected with difference in race. 
D racially ade. 

racialism 7. = xwism |. o racialist n. G adj. 

racing car 7. a motor car built for racing on a 
prepared track. > MOTOR RAGING 

racing driver 7. a driver of racing cars. 


finishing line 


racket 


While many early racecourses were adapted some have a dirt surface. They vary mainly 
in the distance to the first turn, the sharp- 
oval, about 1.6 km (1 mile) long, and grassy; ness of the turns, and the type of soil. 


, grandstand 


home stretch 


Sar turn 


Shays 
back 


\ Lote board \ dirt track 


racism 7. 1 aa belief in the superiority of a particu- 
lar race; prejudice based on this. b antagonism 
towards, or discrimination against, other races. 
2 the theory that human abilities etc. are deter- 
mined by race. O racist n. & adj. 

rack'e 7. 1 a a framework usu. with rails, hooks, 
etc., for holding or storing things. b a frame for 
holding animal fodder. 2 a cogged or toothed bar or 
rail engaging with a wheel or pinion etc. > Rack-ANnp- 
PINION, RACK RALWaY. 3 Aayt. an instrument of torture 
stretching the victim’s joints by the turning of 
rollers to which the wrists and ankles were tied. 
@ wr 1 (of disease or pain) inflict suffering on. 2 hast. 
torture (a person) on the rack. 3 place in or on a 
rack. 4 shake violently. 5 injure by straining, 0 on 
the rack suflering intense distress or strain. rack 
one’s brains make a great mental effort. [from 
Middle Dutch rah] 

rack? n, destruction (esp. rack and ruin). [variant of 
WRACK, WRECK] 

rack? x, a joint of lamb etc. including the front ribs. 

rack* w/z (ofien foll. by off) draw off (wine etc.) 
from the lees. [based on Provencal raca ‘stems and 
husks of grapes’ 

rack-and-pinion a(lrl.adj. ¥ \esp. of a steering 
system) using a rack and pinion. 


inion é 

- TN RD ee 
ru Iam ; movement steering 
protective gaiter aa ; e 
pinion column 


— i 


rack 


= 
rack mouement 


RACK-AND-PINION CAR STEERING SYSTEM 
(CUTAWAY VIEW) 


track rod 


racket! 1. (also racquet) 1 a bat with a round or 
oval frame strung with catgut, nylon, etc., used in 
tennis, squash, etc. 2 (in p/.) a ball game for two or 
four persons played with rackets in a plain four- 
walled court. [based on Arabic raha ‘palm of the 
hand] 

racket? n. 1 aa disturbance: a din. b social excite- 
ment; gaicty. 2 slang a a scheme for obtaining 
money etc. by fraudulent and often violent means. 
ba dodge: a sly game. 3 collog. an activity; a way of 
life; a tine of business. [16th-century coinage] 
oO rackety «d). 


k 


racketeer 


RACK RAILWAY 


Early trains needed a rack rail in order to climb 


steep slopes. As the pinion wheel 
turns, its teeth lock into 

slots in the rack, - 
pulling the train : 
up and prevent- 
ing it from slicling 
back. Some 
mountain tracks 
still use rack rails. 


pressure gauge - 


driver's cab - 


regulator 


| brake handwheel 


coupling hook 


rear buffer 
bearing rau 


racketeer 7. a person who operates a dishonest 
husiness. O racketeering 7. 

rack railway 7. A a railway with a cogeed rail 
hetween the bearing raus 

rack-rente 7. 1 a high rent, annually equalling the 


2 in 


tenant) o1 


lull value of the property to which it relate 


extortionate rent. @ i ~xact this from 


lor (property 
raclette 7. a Swiss dish of melted cheese, usu. eaten 


with potatoes. [French, literally “small scraper’, from 


the practice of scraping melted cheese on to a plate] 


raconteur /rak-on-ter/ 7. ( fem. raconteuse) a 
teller of anecdotes. [French] 
racoon var. of k& On 
1 


racquet var. Of RACKET. 
racy adj. \racier, raciest) 1 lively and vigorous 
in style. 2 risqué 


suggestive. [based on raci4] 


Oracily adi. raciness / 


RADAR 


Primary radar locates 

it take 
a pulse to return to the antenna, and 
by recording the direction it travels 
hac k from. In secondary radar. 

| a transponder sends more 


1 target by measur- 


ing the tim for the echo ol 


detailed information in Py. 


response to a pulse from 


a radar sc 


inner 


EXPLODED Vii 


; yF STAD ACK 
whistle pull eee 
LOCOMOTIVE 


chain | 
| chimney 
i ( 


steam pipe 


» _ boiler 
© Vy 


water anh 


rach 


. piston rod 


waler valix 


crank 


driving axle 


teeth 


‘ ny / \ pinion wheel 


flanged 


rad! 7. Physics a unit of absorbed dose of ionizing 
radiation. [from radiation absorbed dose | 

rad® adj. slang excellent, fantastic, cool. [probably 
abbreviation of Kapicat| 

rad® 7, collog. radiator 

RADA /rah-la/ «hb 
of Dramatic Art 


radar 7. 1 Va system for detecting the presence ete 


in the UK Roval .Acadenwy 


of aircraft, ships, ete. by sending out pulses of high- 
lrequency electromagnetic waves. 2 the apparatus 
used for this. [froni radio detection and vanging| 

radar trap 7. the use of radar to detect vehicles 
exceeding a speed limit. 

RADE adh. (in the UK) Royal Army Dental Corps 
raddle e 7. red ochre (often used to mark sheep) 
e@ ef 1 colour with raddle or too much rouge 


2 (as raddled ad) 


[variant of rin] 


worn out; untidy, unkempt. 


y—S weather radar in 


aeroplane nose 


return pulses 
from onboard 


7 fransponde) 
puls ‘s from 1 ¥ 


vein ten 


radar scanner 


cA. 
est E> 
. 


ub 


el AEROPLANE RADAR 


= Saale NES 


radiator 


radial e ad. 1 of, concerning, or in rays. 
2 a arranged like rays or radii; having the position 
or direction of a radius. b having spokes or radiat- 
ing lines. ¢ acting or moving along lines diverging 
from a centre. 3 (in full radial-ply) (of a vehicle 
tyre) having the core fabric layers arranged radially 
and the tread strengthened. @ 7. a raclal-ply tyre 
(see sense 3 of adj.). > 1vRe. [from medieval Latin 
radials| O radially adv. 

radial engine 7. ¥ an engine having cylinders 
arranged along radii. 


atr-cooling 


piston , fins, 


inlet valve 
\ push-rod 
propeller . \ / 


hub 


exhaust valve 
push-rod 


rahe el . ae 
Pia ae inlet manifold 


front-row! 


spark / cylinder 
f c 
plug Boh J | 
LEE | \ rear row cylinder 
rocker box | : 
cover l oil sump 


RADIAL ENGINE: LARLY 2071H-CENTURY 
|4-CYELINDER RADIAL ENGINE 


radial keratotomy see KiRATO TOMY. 

radial symmetry*7. symmetry occurring about 
any number of lines or planes passing through the 
centre of an organism et¢ 

radian 7. Geom. anit of angle, 
equal to an angle at the centre 


radian 


of a circle the arc ef which 
= ‘ 

is equal in length to the 
radius 

radiant e ad}. 1 cinitting 
rays of hght. 2 (of eyes o 
looks; beaming with joy et 
3 (of beauty 
dazzling. 4 (of light) issuing 
3 operating radially 


splendid on 
radius \ an 
po hee : RADIAN 
6 extending radially; racliat- 
ing. @ 7. the point or object 
from which light or heat rachiates. [from Latin 
radiant- ‘shining’ | 0 radiance 7. radiantly ad 
radiant heat 7. heat transmitted by radiation. 
0 radiant heater 7) 
radiate @ 7. 1 ini a emit rays of light, heat, etc. 
b tof hght or heat) be emitted in rays. 2 # emit 
light, heat, or sound) from a centre, 3 #7 transmit or 
demonstrate . 4 ints. & tr. diverge or cause 
to diverge or spread from a centre. 5 /. (as radi- 
ated adj.) with parts arranged in rays. @ adj. having 
divergent rays or parts radially arranged. [based on 
Latin vadiaius ‘furnished with rays’] 0 radiative ad). 


JOY etc 


radiation 7. 1 the act or an instance of radiating; 
the process of being radiated. 2 Physics a the emis- 
sion of energy as electromagnetic waves or as 
moving particles, & ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATION, b the 
energy transmitted m this way, esp. invisibly 

radiation sickness 7. sickness caused by exposure 
to rachation, such as X-rays or gamma rays. 

Be aa 

device for heating a room etc., consisting of a metal 

case through which hot water or steam circulates. 

b a usu. portable oil or electric heater resembling 


radiator 7. 1 a person or thing that radiate 


radiator grille 


this. 3 an engine-cooling device in a motor vehicle 
or aircraft. © AIRCRAFT, CAR 

radiator grille x. a grille at the front of a motor 
vehicle allowing air to circulate to the radiator. 

radical e ad. 1 of the root or roots; fundamental. 
2 far-reaching; thorough (radical change). 3 a advo- 
cating thorough reform; holding extreme political 
views. b (of a measure etc.) advanced by or accord- 
ing to principles of this kind. 4 forming the basis; 
primary (the radical idea). 5 Math. of the root of a 
number or quantity. 6 (of surgery etc.) seeking to 
ensure the removal of all diseased tissue. 7 of the 
roots of words. 8 slang excellent, outstanding, cool. 
en. 1 a person holding radical views or belonging 
to a radical party. 2 Chem. a a free radical. b an 
element or atom or a group of these normally 
forming part of a compound and remaining unal- 
tered during the compound’s ordinary chemical 
changes. 3 a the root of a word. b any of the basic 
set of approximately 214 Chinese characters from 
which more complex ones are mainly derived. 4 a 
fundamental principle; a basis. 5 Math. a quantity 
forming or expressed as the root of another. [from 
Late Latin radicals] 0 radicalism n. radicalize 
v.tr. S mir. (also -ise). radically adv. radicalness n. 

radicchio /ra-dee-ki-oh/ n. (pl. -os) a variety of 
chicory with dark red leaves. [Italian, literally 
‘chicory | 

radices pi, of rvwix. 

radicle 7x. » the part of a plant 
embryo that develops into the 
primary root. [from Latin 
radicula, related to xvvix] 

radii p/. of xapivs. 

radio e n. (pl. -os) 1 (often 
altrib.) a the transmission and 
reception of sound messages 
etc. by electromagnetic waves 
of radio frequency. > eLectRo- 
MAGNELIG RADIYTION, Bb OW an 
apparatus for receiving, broad- — radicle 
casting, dr transmitting ractio 
signals. ¢ a message 
received by radio. 2 a sound 
broadcasting in general ( prefers 
the radio). b a broadcasting 
station or channel (Radio One). 
@ v. (-oes, -oed) 1 fy a send (a 
message) by radio. b send a 


sent or % 


v 


RADICLE 
EMERGING 
FROM A BROAD 
BELNWN S13 151) 


RADIOACTIVITY unstable nucleus 


A nucleus is composed of 
protons and neutrons. All 
the protons are positively 

charged and so repel each 
other. An equivalent 


nuclear force holds the 
nucleus together. If there 
is an imbalance between 
the two forces, the nucleus 
becomes unstable and 
breaks up (decays). In 
alpha decay, an alpha 
particle (two neutrons and 
two protons) is released. 
In beta decay, a beta 
particle (a fast electron) 

is released. In both cases, 
gamma radiation may 
also be emitted. 


unstable nucleus 


potentially more 
stable nucleus 


radish 


alpha particle 


A 


i 

ALPHA DECAY gamma ray ” 
potentially more j “| 
stable nucleus — a paras 


BETA DEGAY gamma ray / 


5 


@ 


radio- comb. form 1 denoting radio or broadcasting, 
2 connected with radioactivity. 3 connected with 
rays or radiation. 

radioactive ad. of or exhibiting radioactivity. 
Oo radioactively adi. 

radioactivity 7. 1 A the spontaneous disintegra- 
tion of atomic nuclei. with the emission of usu. 
penetrating radiation or particles. 2 radioactive 
substances, or the radiation they emit. 

radio astronomy 7. the branch of astronomy 
concerned with the racio-frequency range of the 
electromagnetic spectrum. 

radio cab ». (also radio car) a cab or car equipped 
with a two-way radio. 

radiocarbon 7. a radioactive isotope of carbon. 

radiocarbon dating 7”. = Caxwon DALING 

radio cassette player 7. a casscite player and 
radio m one unit. 

radio-controlled adj. (of a model aircraft etc.) 
controlled from a distance by radio. 

radio-element #7. 4 natural or artificial radioactive 
element or isotope. 


message to (a person) by radio. 2 m/z communicate | radio frequency 1. (//. -ies) the frequency band 


or broadcast by radio. [short for radio-telegraphy ete.| 


RADIO 


| Radios re-form radio waves: a diode or variable capacitor 


of telecommunication, ranging from 10' 10" or 


COMPONENTS OF A | 
transformer PORTABLE RADIO) 


| tunes in one of the many signals picked up by the aerial; , 


diodes and capacitors turn the signal into a 
smooth direct current: a transistor 
amplifies the electrical 
signal and 
feeds it toa 
loudspeaker. 


loudspeaker = 


divde _ 


electrolytic capacitor 


headphone sacket ceramic capacitor | 


haltery contact 


warehand 


selector 
tuning control 


_ferrite aerial rod 
transiyloi 


lelescopt 
aerial 


light-emitting 
dind 
variable resistor 

resistor (volume control: 


10’ Hz (hyphenated when attrib: radio frequency 


spectrum), 


radio galaxy n. a galaxy emitting radiation in the 
radio-frequency range of the electromagnetic spec- 


trum. 


radiogenic adj. 1 produced by radioactivity. 2 suit- 
able for broadcasting by radio. 0 radiogenically adv. 


radiogram 7. 1 Bri. a combined radio and record 
player. 2 a picture obtained by X-rays, gamma 


rays, etc. 3 a radio-telegram. 


radiograph e 7. t an instrument recording the 
intensity of radiation. 2 = xamocram 2. @ v.dr obtain 
a picture of by X-ray, gamma ray, etc. O radiogra- 
pher 7. radiographic ad. radiographically ad, 


radiography ». 


radioisotope 7. a radioactive isotope. 0 radioiso- 


topic ad). 


radiolarian n. any marine protozoan of the super- 
class Actinopoda, having a siliceous skeleton and 
radiating surface protrusions for movement, feed- 


ing, etc, [based on Latin radiolus ‘little radius’ 


radiology n. the scientific study of X-rays and 
other high-energy radiation, esp. as used in medi- 
cine. 0 radiologic adj. radiological adj. radio- 


logically ad:. radiologist n. 


radiometer 7. an instrument for measuring the 
intensity or force of radiation. G radiometric ad). 


radiometry 7. 


radiophonic adj. of or relating to synthetic sound, 
esp. music, procluced electronically. 


radioscopy 7. the examination by X-rays etc. of 
objects opaque to light. oO radioscopic ad). 
radiosonde 7. a miniature radio transmitter of 


information about pressure, 


temperat ure, 


Cte. 


from various levels of the atmosphere. [based on 


German onde ‘probe’ | 


radio-telegram 7. a telegram sent by radio, usu. 


from a ship to land. 


radio-telegraphy 7. telegraphy using radio trans- 


mission. 0 radio-telegraph ». 


radio-telephony 1. telephony using radio trans- 


mission. 0 radio-telephone 7 


radio telescope 7. a directional aerial system for 
collecting and analysmg radiation in the radio- 


lrequency range from stars et 


radiotelex 7. a tclex sent usu. from a ship to land. 


radiotherapy . the treatment of cancer and other 


cliscases by X-ravs or other forms of 


o radiotherapeutic ad). radiotherapist 7. 


rachation. 


radish 7. 1 a cruciferous plant, Raphanus sativus 
with a fleshy pungent root. & vict tvnit. 2 this root 


eaten esp. raw. [from Latin radi 


radu root} 


675 


radium 


radium 7. Chem. a radioactive metallic element 
present in pitchblende etc. used esp. in radciothe- 
rapy. [based on Latin radius ‘ray’] 
radius n. (p/. radii /-ci-I/ or 
radiuses) 1 Afath, a @a 
straight line from the centre 
to the circumference of a 
circle or sphere. b a radial 
line from the focus to any 
point of a curve. ¢ the length 
of the radius of a circle ete. 
2 a usu. specified distance from 
a centre in all directions. 
3 ap the thicker and shorter of 
the two bones in the human 
forearm. > skeLeron. b the corre- 
sponding bone in a vertebrate’s 
foreleg or a bird’s wing. 4 any of 
the five arm-like structures of a 
starfish. [Latin, literally ‘ray’ | 
radix 7. (p/. radices /rad-i- 
seez/) 1 Afath. a number or 
symbol used as the basis of a 
numeration scale (e.g, ten in 
the decimal system). 2 (usu. 
foll. by of) a 
origm. [Latin, literally 
‘root’ | 


radius 


RADIUS (la) 


SOURCE OF 


¢ 
= 


\ 
radon n. Chem. a \ radius 
naturally occurring 
gascous radioactive 
inert element arising 
from the disintegration 


of racltum. and used in 3 

radiotherapy. [based on RADIUS (3a): 

RADIUM | HUMAN LOREARM 
RAF ¢ollog. raf abbr. (in the SHOWING ‘THI 

UK) Royal Air Force. RADIUS 


raffia n. 1 a palm tree, Raphia 
ruffia, nauve to Madagascar, having very long 
leaves. 2 ¥ the fibre from its leaves 
used for weaving and for tying 
plants etc. [Malagasy (lan- 
guage of Madagascar)| 


RAFFIA 


raffish ad. 1 disreputable; rakish 
2 tawdry. [based on xa?] o raffishly 
adv. raffishness 

raffle en. a fund-raising Jottery with goods as 
prizes. @ 2/7 (often foll. by off) dispose of by means 
of a raffle. [Middle English, a kind of dice game: 
from Old French raft file] 

raft! ». 1 a flat floating structure of timber or other 
materials for conveying persons or things. 2 a 
lifeboat or small (often inflatable; boat, esp. for use 
in emergencies. 3a floating accumulation of trees 


ice, ete. [originally in sense ‘rafter’: from Old Norse 
rapilr| 
raft? 7 collog. 1 a large collection. 2 (foll. by of) a 


crowd. [alteration of Middle English reff ‘rubbish ’] 
rafter! 1. cach of the sloping beams forming the 
framework of a roof. & roo. O raftered adj 
rafter? 7. a person who travels by raft 

rag' 7. 1 a torn, frayed, or worn piece of woven 
material. 2 in pl.) old or worn clothes. 3 collect.) 
scraps of cloth used as material for paper, stuffing, 
ete. 4 deroy. a a newspaper. b a flag, handkerchief, 
curtain, ete. 0 in rags 1 much torn. 2 in old torn 
clothes. [Middle English] 

rag°e. Bri. 1a fund-raising programme of stunts, 


parades, and entertainment organized by students. | 
2 collog. a prank. 3 a a rowdy celebration. b a noisy 
disorderly scene. @ v. (ragged, ragging) I /. tease; | 
torment. 2 ¢ scold. 3 ini. Brit. engage in rough 
play; be noisy and riotous. [18th-century coinage] 

rag? n. 1 a large coarse roofing slate. 2 Bri. any of 
various kinds of hard coarse sedimentary stone 
that break into thick slabs. [Middle English] 

rag’ n. Mus. a ragtime composition or tune. 

raga n. (also rag) (in Indian music) 1 a pattern of 
notes used as a basis for improvisation. 2 a piece 
using a particular raga. [Sanskrit, literally ‘colour, 
musical tone’] 

ragamuffin 7. 1 a person in ragged dirty clothes, 
esp. a child. 2 (also raggamuffin) a an exponent 
or follower of ragga, typically dressing in ragged 
clothes. b = RAGGA. 

rag-and-bone man 7. Bri. an iunerant dealer in 
old clothes, furniture, etc. 

ragbag n. 1 a bag in which scraps of fabric etc. are 
kept for use. 2 (often foll. by of) a miscellaneous 
collection. 3 slang a sloppily-dressed woman. 

rag doll 7. a stuffed doll made of cloth, 

rage e 7. lt fierce or violent anger. 2 a fit of this. 
3 the violent action of a natural force. 4 (foll. by for) 
a a vehement desire or passion. b a widespread 
temporary enthusiasm or fashion. @ v.inir, 1 be full 
of anger. 2 (often foll. by at, against) speak furiously 
or madly; rave. 3 a (of wind, fever, etc.) be violent; 
be at its height. b (as raging adj.) extreme (raging 
thirst). O all the rage very popular, fashionable. 
[from Old French rager| 

ragga 7. a style of popular music combiming 
clements of reggae and hip hop. [from Racamurrin, 
from the style of clothing worn by its followers] 

raggamuffin yar. of Racy rein 2. 

ragged adj. 1 (of clothes etc.) torn; frayed. 2 rough: 
shagey. 3 (of a person) in ragged clothes. 4 with a 
broken or jagged outline or surface. 5 Printing (esp. 
of a right margin) unjustified and so uneven. 
6 faulty; imperfect. 7 lacking finish, smoothness, or 
uniformity (ragged rhymes). 8 exhausted (esp. be 
run ragged). [trom Old Norse roggvathr ‘tufted’ 
0 raggedly adi. raggedness n. raggedy ad). 

ragged robin ». a pink-flowered campion, Lychrs 
flos cucuh, with tattered petals. 

raggle-taggle adj. (also wraggle-taggle) ram- 
bling, strageling. 

raglan ». (often affrib.) an overcoat without shoulder 
scams, the sleeves running up to the neck. [named 
after Lord Raglan, British commander, 1788 - 1855] 

raglan sleeve n. a sleeve which runs up to the neck 
of a garment. 

ragout /ra-goo/ e 7. a highly-scasoned dish of 
meat cut into small pieces and stewed with vegeta- 
bles, @ vf make a ragout of. [from French ragotte 
‘to revive the taste of] 

ragstone 1. = Rv? 2. 

rags-to-riches alirihadj, denoting a person who 
starts out poor and ends up rich, or a story clescrib- 
ing such a development. 

ragtag 7. (in full ragtag and bobtail) derog. the 
rabble or common people. 

ragtime 7. music characterized by a syncopated 
melodic line and regularly accented accom- 
paniment played esp. on the piano. 


rag trade 7. cvlloy. the business of 
designing, making, and_ selling 
clothes. 

ragweed 7. I = xracwori. 2... 
clmer any plant of the 
genus Ambrosia, with aller- 
genic pollen, 

ragworm 7). P a carnivor- 
marine polychaete 
worm of the family Nerei- 
dae, Nereis diversicolor, 
olien used for bait. 


ous 


CSp. 


RAGWORM 
Nereis diversicaloni 


ragwort 7, » any yellow- 
flowered ragged-leaved 
plant of the genus Senecio. 

rah-rah adj. US slang 
marked by great enthu- 
siasm or excitement. 

rai 7. a style of music 
fusing Arabic and 
Algerian folk ele- 
ments with West- 
ern rock. [Arabic] 

raid e 7. 1 a rapid 
surprise attack, esp.: 
a in wartare. b to 
commit a crune or do 
harm. 2 a surprise attack 
by police etc. to arrest 
suspected persons or seize 
illicit goods. @ vir, 1 make a 
raid on (a person, place, or thing). 2 plunder, 
deplete. [Scottish form of Old English rad ‘road’] 
O raider n. 

rail'e 7. 1 a level or sloping bar or series of bars: 
a used to hang things on. b running along the top 
of a set of banisters. ¢ forming part of a fence or 
barrier as protection against contact, falling over, 
etc. 2 ¥ a steel bar or continuous line of bars laid 
on the ground, usu. as one of a pair forming a rail- 
way track. 3 (often atind.) a railway (by rail). 4 (in pl.) 
the inside boundary fence of a racecourse. @ vtz. 
1 furnish with a rail or rails. 2 (usu. foll. by in, off) 
enclose with rails. 3 convey (goods) by rail. 0 off 
the rails deranged; astray. [from Old French reille 
‘iron rod’} 0 railless ad). 


RAGWORT 
(Senecio jacobaea) 


bull head pattern rail , 


cast-iron chair 


wooden ‘key. 


Sleeper 
steel Lapered tf 


Vertes 


RAIL: CROSS-SRETION OF A BULL-HEAD RAIL 


flat-bottomed rail 
steel »pring 
sleeper 


insulating 


pad 


RAIL: GCROSS-SI¢ 


LION O1 


\ FLAT-BOTTOMED RAIL 


rail® ziniz (often foll. by al, against) complain using 
abusive language. [from Provencal ralhar ‘to jest] 

railer 7. railing 1. 

rail? n. any bird of the family Ralliclae, often inhab- 
iting marshes. [from Old Northern French raille| 

railcar 7. a railway vehicle consisting of a single 
powered coach. 

railcard 7. Brit. a pass entitling the holder to 
reduced rail fares. 

rail gun 7. an electromagnetic projectile launcher 
used esp. as an anti-missile weapon. 

railhead ». 1 the furthest point reached by a rail- 
way under construction. 2 the point on a railway at 
which road transport of goods begins. 

railing ». 1 (usu. in p/.) a fence or barricr made of 
rails, 2 the material for these. 

raillery x. (p/. -ies) 1 good-humoured ridicule; 
rallying. 2 an instance of this. [from French raillerie] 


railman 


RAIN 


Rain forms when warm air rises and cools, 
the water vapour in it condensing into small 
droplets. These droplets collide with each 
other, forming larger drops that fall as rain. 


FORMATION OF RAIN IN A 
CUMULONIMBUS CLOUD 


small droplets 


heavy drop 
formed from 
colliding 
droplets _____ 


currents 


large drop 
breaking up 


Sreezing level 


heavy drop re- 
formed from 
colliding 


droplets = ee - ’ 


railman 7. (//. -men) = RAil.wayman. 

railroad e 7. esp. US = rauway. @ viz. (often foll. by 
lo, into, through, etc.) rush or coerce (a person or 
thing) {razlroaded me into going too) 

railway 7. 1 a track or set of tracks made of steel 
rails along which trains run, 2 such a system 
worked by a single company (Great Western Railway). 
3 the organization and personnel required for its 
working. 

railwayman 7..(//. -men) esp. Bri. a railway 
employee. 


RAINBOW 


warm humid air 


At very low temperatures, the droplets are 
supercooled, often forming crystals. These 
grow into snowllakes, which melt into rain 
as they fall into warmer air. 


a 


small ice 
crystals 


— supercooled 
water droplets 


—— large ice 
erpstals 


— snowflakes 


~ soft hail 


raindrops 
JSormed from 
melting snow 
and hail 


raiment 7. archaiw clothing, [Middle English, from 
obselete arrayment| 

rain e 7. 1 a A the condensed moisture of the 
atinosphere falling visibly in separate drops. b the 
fall of such drops. 2 (in p/.) a (prec. by the) the rainy 
season in tropical countries. b rainfalls. 3 a falling 
liquid or solid particles or objects. b the rainlike 
descent of these. @ z 1 intr (prec. by it as subject) 
rain falls (zf wf rains). 2 a intr fall in showers or like 
rain (blows rain upon him). b tr (prec. by it as subject) 
send in large quantities (2 rained bloud). 3 tr. lavishly 


Sunlight is a mixture of colours, each with its own 
wavelength. As light enters a drop of water, each 


wavelength is refracted at a 
different angle. It is then 
reflected at the back 
of the droplet and 
refracts avain as 
it exits. This splits 
| the light into a spec- 
trum that ts visible 
as bands of colour: 
a rainbow. 


refraction 


reflection 


refraction / 


violet ray 
FORMATION O1 
\ RAINBOW 


Sun 
sunlight 
raindrop 
red ray 
Le 
eye 
4 : 


green ray! f 


raise 


bestow (rained benefits on us). 4 intr. (of the sky etc.) 
send down rain. 0 rain cats and dogs see car. 
rain off (or V. Amer. out) (esp. in passive) cause (an 
event etc.) to be stopped or cancelled because of 
rain. [Old English] 0 rainless adj. 
rainbow e 7. 1 ¥ an arch of colours formed in the 
sky by reflection, twofold refraction, and dispersion 
of the Sun’s rays in falling rain or in spray or mist. 
D> LIGHT, REFLECTION, REFRACTION. 2 a similar effect 
formed by the Moon’s rays. 3 a wide variety of 
related things. @ adj. many-coloured. [Old English] 
rainbow coalition 2. a political alliance of minor- 
ity peoples and other disadvantaged groups. 
rainbow trout 7. a large trout, Oncorhynchus mykiss. 
rain check 7. esp. .V. Amer. 1 a ticket given for later 
use when an outdoor event is interrupted or post- 
poned by rain. 2 a promise that an offer will be 
maintained though deferred. 
raincoat 7. a waterproof or water-resistant coat. 
raindrop 7. a single drop of rain. {Old English] 
rainfall ». 1 a fall of rain. 2 the quantity of rain 
falling within a given area in a given time. 
rainforest 7. W |uxuriant forest in esp. tropical 
areas with consistently heavy rainfall. 


emergent 
layer 


canopy 
layer __ 


understorey , frana 


RAINFOREST LAYERS 


\ forest floor 


rain gauge 7. an instrument measuring rainfall. 

rainmaker 7. 1 a person who seeks to cause rain to 
fall, cither by magic or by a technique such as seed- 
ing. 2... Amer. slang a person who 1s highly success- 
ful esp. in business. 0 rainmaking n. 

rainproof adj. (csp. of a building, garment, ete 
resistant to rainwater, 

rain shadow 2. a region shielded from rain by 
mountains ete. 

rainstorm 7. a storm with heavy rain. 

rainswept adj. exposed to the rain. 

rainwater 7. water obtained from collected rain. as 
distinct from a well ete. 

rainy adj. (rainier, rainiest) 1 (of weather, a 
climate, day, region, etc.) in or on which rain ts 
falling or much rain usually falls. 2 (of cloud, wind. 
etc.) laden with or bringing rain. a rainily ad. 
raiminess 7. 

rainy day 7. a time of special usu. financial need in 
the future. 

raise @ if 1 put or take into a higher position 
2 (often foll. by up 
3 increase the 
4 often foll. by up) construct or build up. 3 levy o1 
collect or bring together. 6 cause to be heard o1 


cause to rise or be vertical. 


mount or value or strength ol 


considered (raise ton. 7 bring into beme 


arouse (raise hopes). 8 rouse from sleep or death, o1 


raisin 


RAKE 


Rakes can be uscd to level, clear. or 
break up ground. Garden rakes are 
general-purpose tools, spring-tined 
lawn rakes are suited to clearing 
hight debris, and scarifying 
rakes aerate a lawn. 


GARDEN 
RAKE 


SPRING- 
TINED LAWN 
RAKE 


SCARLFYING _ 
RAKL a 


from a lair. 9 bring up: educate. 10 breed or grow 
waise vegetables;. 11 promote to a higher rank. 
12. folk. by to) Vath. multiply a quanuty to a speci- 
fied power, 13 cause bread) to rise, esp. with yeast. 
14 Cards a bet than (another player}. 
b increase (a stake,. c Bridle make a bic contrac ting 
for more tricks in the same suit as one’s partner): 
increase fa bic. in this was 


more 


15 abandon or force an 
enemy to abanclon a siege or blockade). 16 remove 
a harrier or blockade. 17 caus: 
appear. 18 collog. find (a 
19 establish contact with (a person ete.) by radio or 
telephone. 20 usu. as raised adj.) cause \pastry 
etc. to stand without support ,@ raned pie. @ 1, 
1 Cards an increase in a stake or bid. 2 esp. A. Lae 
an increase in salary, O raise Cain see Guin. raise 
one’s eyebrows see t\iurow. raise from the 
dead restore to life. raise one’s hand to make as 
if to strike ya person). raise hell co/log. make a 
disturbance. raise a laugh cause others to laugh. 
raise a person’s spirits vive him or her new 
courage or cheerfulness. raise one’s voice speak. 
esp. louder, [frona Old Norse reaa, related to xian‘ 
draisable «i/). 


a ghost etc., to 


person ete. wanted, 


raisin 7. a partially dried grape. [basecl on Latin 
racemus “graye-lunch | Oo raisiny cd). 

raisons 
thit 
orwinally caused a 


raison d’étre /ray-cawn detr/ 1 p/ 
d’étre pronun 
accounts for or 


same) a purpose or reason 


Jusuhes or 


thing’s existence. [French, literally ‘reason for 
being’| 

raita 7. an Indian side dish of chopped cucumber 
(or other vegetables) and spices in yogurt. [from 
Hindi rayta} 

Raj 2. (prec. by the) hist. British sovereignty in India. 
[from Hindi rq reign’ | 

raja 7. (also rajah) fis/. 1 an Indian king or prince. 
2 a petty dignitary or noble in India. [from Sanskrit 
rajan “king? | 

rake! e ». 1 < an implement consisting of a pole 
with a crossbar toothed like a comb at the end, or 
with several tines held together by a crosspiece, for 
drawing together hay etc. or smoothing loose soil 
or gravel. 2 a similar implement used for other 
purposes, e.g, by a croupier. @ v 1 ¢@ collect or 
yather or remove with or as with a rake. 2 make 
tidy or smooth with a rake. 3 mir use a rake. 4 in & 
int. search thoroughly, ransack. 5 tr a direct guntire 
along (a line) from end to end. b sweep with the 
eyes. 6 f: scratch or scrape. O rake in col/og. amass 
profits etc.). rake up (or over) revive the memory 
of (past quarrels etc.). [Old English] o raker x. 

rake? n, a dissolute man of fashion. [short for 
archaic rakehell, in samie sense | 

rake® ei: 1 /: & inir. set or be set at a sloping angele. 
2 intr. (of a mast or funnel) incline trom the perpen- 
dicular towards the stern. @ 7. 1 a raking position or 
build. 2 the amount by which a thing rakes. [1 7th- 
century coinage | 

rake-off 1». ¢ollog. a commission or share, esp. in a 
disreputable deal. 

rakish! adj. of or like a rake (see raxi2); dashing, 
jaunty. O rakishly «dv, rakishness 7. 

rakish? ad). (of a ship) smart and fast-looking, open 
to suspicion of piracy. [based on ke vKi%. associated 
with aki ?| 

rallentando \fu. e adv. & adj. with a gradual 
decrease of speed. @ n. (pl. -os or rallentandi) a 
passage to be performed in this way. [Italian] 

rally'e 7. \-ies, -ied) 1 &% & intr (often foll. by round. 
behind, to) bring or come together as support or for 
concentrated action. 2 f. & int bring or come 
together again after a rout or dispersion. 3 a ti: 
revive (courage etc.) by an effort of will. b &@ rouse 
{a person or animal) to fresh energy. ¢ mtn pull 
oneself together. 4 wif recover alter illness or pros- 
tration or fear. 5 wr (of share prices etc.) Increase 
after a fall. @ 7. (p/. -ies; 1 an act of reassembling 
forces or renewing conflict. 2 a recovery of encrey 
after or in the middle of exhaustion or illness. 3 a 
mass meeting of supporters or persons having a 
common interest. 4 a competition for motor ychi- 
cles over rough terrain etc. 5 Tennis etc. an 
extended exchange of strokes between players. 
[from French ra/fer| oO ralher 7. 

rally* 2. \-ies, -ied) subject to good-humoured 
ridicule. [from French railler| 

rallycross 7». Brit. a form of motor racing over 
roads and cross-country. 

RAM abbr 1 


Memory,  COMPL 


Computing random-access 
ix. 2 in the UR) Roval 
Academy of Music. 
ram @ 7. 1 an uncastrated male sheep. 
2 the Rami the zodiacal sign or constel- 
lation Aries. & \nis. 3 Add. = BAL LRING RAM. 
4 the falling weight of a piledriving 
machine. 3a hydraulic machine for raising 
water or for lifting, @ o/s crammed. 
ramming, I force or squeeze into place 
ly pressure. 2 tusu. foll. by dozen, in, ito) 
heat down or in by heavy blows. 3 (of a ship 
etc.) strike violently, crash against. € (foll. by 
against, al, on, nto) Violently impel. dram home 
forcelully a lesson ete.) [Old English] 
D0 rammer »). (in senses | and 2 of 7) 


stress 


Ramadan ». the winth month of the Muslim year, 
during which strict fasting ty observed [rom sunrise 
to sunset. [from Arabic ramnadan| 


rampart 


ramble e z.iz/. 1 walk for pleasure, with or without 
a definite route. 2 wander in discourse, write 
disconnectedly. @ 2. a walk taken for pleasure. 

rambler ». 1 a person who rambles. 2 a straggling 
or climbing rose. . 

rambling adj. 1 peripatetic, wandering. 2 desultory, 
incohcrent. 3 (of a house etc.) irregularly arranged. 
4 (of a plant) straggling. o ramblingly ad. 

rambutan 2. 1 Wa rec plum-sized 
prickly fruit. 2 a Malaysian 
wee,  Nephelium — lappaceum, 
that this. [Malay, 
based on rambul ‘hair’, in 
allusion to its spines] 

RAMC abiy: 
Royal Army Medical 
Corps. 

ramekin /ram-i- 
kin/ 7. 1 tin full 
ramekin case 
or dish)asmall ¢ 
dish for baking 
and serving 
an individual 
portion of food. 
2 food served in 
such a dish. {from 
French ramequin| 


bears 


edible 
flesh 


RAMBUTAN 
(Nephelium lappaceum) 
ramification 7. 1 the act or 

an instance of ramifying; the state of being rami- 
fied. 2 a subdivision of a complex structure or 
process comparable to a tree’s branches. 3 a conse- 
quence, esp. when complex or unwelcome. 
ramify 2. (-ies, -ied) 1 im/r form branches or subdi- 
visions or offshoots. 2 fr (usu. in passe) Cause to 
branch out; arrange in a branching manner. [based 
on Latin yamus ‘branch’| 
ramjet /. a type of jet engine in which the air 
drawn in lor combustion is compressed solely by 
the forward motion of the aircraft. 
rammer sec & \\i. 
ramp'e7. la slope or inclined plane, esp. for join- 
ing two levels of ground ete. 2 movable stairs for 
entering or leaving an aircraft. 3 Bri. a transverse 
ridge in a road to control the speed of vehicles. 
e@ 1 & furnish or build with a ramp. 2. int. 
a assume or be in a threatening posture. b (often 
foll, by about) storm, rage, rush. e Heraldry 
be rampant. [from Old French ramper “to creep, 
crawl | 
ramp? Brit, slang @ n. a swindle or racket, esp. one 
conducted by the levying of exorbitant: prices. 
@«. 1 int. engage ina ramp. 2 é subject (a person 
ete.) toa ramp. [1] 6th-century coinage | 
rampage @ viii, /ram-payyj/ 1 (often foll. by abou!) 
rush wildly or violently about. 2 rage, storm, 
ex. /ram-payj/ wild or violent behaviour, o on 
the rampage rampaging. [17th-century coinage] 
0 rampageous adj. rampager i. 
rampant ad. 1 (placed after noun) Heraldry 
Vo cof an animal) standing on its lefi hind foot 
with its forepaws in 
the air (bear rampant). 
2 unchecked, flourishing 
excessively (rampant vi0- 
lence). 3 Violent or extra- 
vagant im action or 
opimon (rampant theorists). 
4 rank. Juxuriant. [from 
Old = French, _ literally 
‘crawling’| GO rampancy 
n, rampantly adi. 
rampart 7. 1 aa delen- 
sive wall with a broad 
lop and usu. a stone 
parapet. boa walkway 
on top of such a wall. 
2 a defence or protec- 
tion, = [from French 
rempart| 


RAMPANT: 
SHIELD WITH BEAR 
RAMPANT 


ram-raid 


ram-raid n. a robbery in which a 
shop window is rammed with a 
vehicle and looted, o ram-raider n. 
ram-raiding 7. 

ramrod 7. 1 » a rod for ramming 
down the charge of a muzzle-loading 
firearm. 2 a thing that is very straight 
or rigid. 

ramshackle adj. (usu. of a house or 
vehicle) tumbledown, rickety. [from 
obsolete ransackled ‘ransacked’] 

RAN ado. Royal Australian Navy. 

ran past of Run. 

ranch e 7. 1 a a cattle-breeding 
establishment, esp. in the western 
US and Canada. b a farm where 
other animals are bred (mink 
ranch), 2 (in full ranch house) 
N. Amer. a single-storey or split- 
level house. @ v.intr. farm on a 
ranch. [from Spanish rancho 
‘group of persons eating 
together | 

rancher 7. 1 a person who 
farms on a ranch. 2.V. Amer. 

a modern single-storey 
house. 

rancid adj. smelling or tasting like rank stale fat. 

[from Latin rancidus ‘stinking’ 0 rancidity n. 
rancour 7. (L'S rancor) inveterate bitterness, 

malignant hate. [from Late Latin rancor, related to 

RANCID| D rancorous adj. rancorously ad:. 

rand x. the chief monetary unit of South Africa 
and Namibia. [from the Rand, goldfield district near 
Johannesburg] 

R & B abiz (also R. & B.) rhythm and blues. 

R & D addy (also R. & D.) research and develop- 
ment. 

random adj. 1 mace, done, etc., without method or 

conscious choice. 2 Statistics a with equal chances 
for each item. b given by a random process. G at 
random without aim or purpose or principle. 
[from Old French randon “great speed’| 0 random- 
ize v./7, (also -ise). randomization /. randomly 
adv. randomness /. 

random-access «adj. Computing (of a memory or 

file) having all parts directly accessible, so that it 
need not be read sequentially. 

random error n. S/atistics an error in measurement 
caused by factors which vary from one measur¢- 
ment to another. i‘ 

R and R abby: (also R. and R.: I rescue and resus- 
citation, 2 rest and recreation. 

randy «adj. \randier. randiest) 1 lust{ul; eager for 
sexual gratification. 2 Sc. loud-tongued, boisterous. 
Orandily ad. randiness 7. 


ramming ~ 
end 


cleaning 
brush 


a 


Pi 


RAMROD 


ranee /rah-nee/ 7. (also rani) /is/. a raja’s wile o1 
widow; a Hindu queen. [from Sanskrit rajn7] 

rang /as! of Rina? 

range e 7. La the region between limits of varia- 
tion, esp. as representing a scope of cllective oper- 
ation («hole range of politics). b such hits. ¢ a limited 
scale or series (the range is about 10 degrees). 2 the area 
included in or concerned with something, 3 a the 
distance attainable by a gun or projectile. b the 
distance between a gun or projectile and its objec- 
live. 4 a row, series, line, or tier, esp. of mountains 
or buildings. 5 a an open or enclosed area with 
targets for shooting. b a testing ground for military 
equipment. 6 a large cooking stove of which the 
hurners and oven(s) are kept continually hot, 7 the 
area over which a thing, esp. a plant or animal, is 
distributed. 8 the clistance that can be covered by a 
vehicle or aircraft without refuelling. 9 the distance 
hetween a camera and the subject to be 
photographed. 10 the extent of time covered by a 
forecast etc. 11 a a large area of open land for 
grazing or hunting. b a tract over which one 
wanders. @ ?, 1 itr a reach; he spread out; extend: 


vary between limits. b run in a line (ranges north and 

south). 2 tr (usu. in passive or refl.) place or arrange in 

ranks or in a specified situation or order or 

company. 3 imir rove, wander (ranged through the 

woods), 4 tr traverse in all directions (ranging the 

woods). 5 intr a (often foll. by with) be level. b (foll. by 

with, among) rank (ranges with the great writers). 6 intr. 

a (of a gun) send a projectile over a specified 

distance (ranges over a mile). b obtain the range of a 

target by adjustment after firing past it or short of 

it. [from Old French, literally ‘row, rank’] 

rangefinder 2. an instrument for estimating the 
distance of an object, esp. one to be shot at or 
photographed. 

ranger n. 1 a keeper of a royal or national park, or 
of a forest. 2 a member of a body of armed men, 
esp.: a a mounted soldier. b US a commando. 
3 (Ranger) Bri. a senior Guide. 0 rangership n. 

rangy /rayn-}i/ adj. (rangier, rangiest) (of a 
person) tall and slim. 

rani var. of RANt.. 

rank'e 7. 1 aa position in a hierarchy, a grade of 
advancement. b a grade of dignity or achievement 
(mm the top rank of performers). c high social position 
( persons of rank). da place in a scale. 2 a row or line. 
3 a single line of soldiers drawn up abreast. 4 Bri. 
a place where taxis stand to await customers. 
@ wv. 1 int. have rank or place (ranks next lo the king). 
2 tv. classify. 3 tr arrange (esp. soldiers) in a rank or 
ranks. 4 (S'a tr take precedence over (a person) in 
respect to rank. b iin have the senior position 
among the members of a hierarchy etc. 5 break 
rank (or ranks) fail to remain in finc; fail to main- 
tain solidarity, close ranks maintain solidarity. 
keep rank remain in line. the ranks the common 
soldiers, i.e. privates and corporals. [from Old 
French ranc, renc| 

rank? adj. 1 tvo luxuriant; choked with or 
apt tg produce weeds or excessive foliage. 2 a foul- 
smelling, offensive. b loathsome, indecent, corrupt. 
3 flagrant, virulent, gross, complete (rank outsider). 
{Old English] 0 rankly adv. rankness n. 

rank and file 7. (usu. treated as f/.) ordinary undis- 
tinguished people (hyphenated when attrib: rank 
and-file members), 

ranker ». Bri. 1 a soldier in the ranks. 2 a commis- 
sioned officer who has been in the ranks. 

ranking @ 7. ordering by rank; classification. 
@ ad. US having a high rank or position. 

rankle i.mir (of envy, disappomtment, etc.) 
cause persistent annoyance OF resentment, 
{based on Old French rancle. draoncle fester- 
ing sore | 

ransack 7/7 1 pillage or plunder, 2. thor- 
oughly search (a receptacle, a person’s 
pockets, ete.). [from Old Norse rannsaka| 
oO ransacker 1. 

ransom @»!. 1 a sum of moncy or other 
payment demanded or paid for the release of a 
prisoner. 2 the liberation of a prisoner in return 
lor this. @ 7/7 1 buy the freedom or restoration off 
redeem. 2 hold to ransom. 3 release for a ransom, 

from Latin redemptio ‘redemption | 
rant e7. 1 in/r use bombastic language. 2 . & inh. 
declaim, recite theatrically. 3 imix speak vehemently 


or wildly. 4 & G int: preach noisily. @ 7. La piece of 


ranting, a Urade. 2 empty turgid talk. oO rant and 
rave express anger noisily and forcefully. [from 
Dutch ranien “to rave’| O ranter n. rantingly ado. 

ranunculus »/. (/)/. ranunculuses or ranunculi 
any plant of the genus Ranunculus, usu. having 
bowl-shaped flowers with many stamens an<! 
carpels. {Latin, origmally in sense ‘httle frog” | 

RAOC abbr. (in the UR) Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps. 

rap'e7. 1a smart slight blow. 2 a knock, a sharp 
tapping sound, 3 slang hlame, censure, or punish- 
ment. 4 sang a conversation. 3 aa rhyming mono- 
logue recited rhythmically to pre-recorded music 


rapt 


b (in full rap music) a style of black popular music 
with a pronounced beat to which words are recited 
rather than sung. @ z. (rapped, rapping) I / strike 
smartly. 2 iniz make a sharp tapping sound. 3 
criticize adversely. 4 ii. slang talk. 5 intr. perform 
rap music, talk in the style of rap. o beat the rap 
N. Amer. escape punishment. rap on (or over) the 
knuckles a reprimand or reproof. rap out 1 utter 
abruptly or on the spur of the moment. 2 express 
or reproduce (a rhythm etc.) by raps. take the rap 
suffer the consequences. [Middle English] 
O rapper 7. 

rap* n. a small amount, the least bit. [from Irish 
ropaire ‘robber’, used as the name of an Irish coun- 
terfeit coin] 

rapacious adj. grasping, extortionate, predatory. 
[from Latin rapax -acis| 0 rapaciously adv. rapa- 
ciousness 7. rapacity n. 

RAPC abby. (in the UK) Royal Army Pay Corps. 

rape'ez. 1 a the act of forcing a woman or 

eirl to have sexual intercourse against 

her will. b forcible sodomy. 2 (often 
foll. by of) violent assault, forcible 
interference, violation. 3 an 
instance of rape. e@ v.tn 1 com- 
mit rape on (a person, usu. a 
woman or girl). 2 violate, 
assault, pillage. [from Latin 
rapere ‘to seize’ | 

rape’ n. & a plant, 

Brassica napus, grown 
as fodder and for 
its seed. from 
which oil is 
made. [from 
Latin rapum, 
rapa ‘turnip’ | 

rapeseed 1. the 
sced of the rape 
plant. 

raphide x. a neeclle- 
shaped crystal of cal- 
cum oxalate formed 
within the Ussues of a 
plant. [from Greek 
rhaphis -idos needle’ | 

rapid e@ ad. (rapider, rapidest) 1 quick, swift. 
2 acting or completed in a short time. 3 (of a slope) 
descending stceply. @ n. (usu. in pl.) a steep descent 
in a river bed, with a swift current. [from Latin 
rdpidus| O rapidity n. rapidly ado. 

rapid eye-movement 7. a type of jerky 
movement of the eyes during periods of 
dreaming, 
rapid-fire atinbadj. fired, asked, etc., in 
quick succession. 
rapier 7. 1 <a light slender sword used 
for thrusting. > sworn. 2 (aftzib.) sharp (rapier 

wel). 


RAPE 
(Brassica napus) 


rapine 7. /ierary plundering, robbery. [from 
Latin rapina ‘seizing’ | 
rapist 7. a person who commits rape. 
rapport /ra-por/ n. relationship or commiu- 
nication, esp. when useful and harmonious 
1 (im rapport with; establish a rapport). [French] 
rapprochement /ra-prosh-mahn/ n. the 
resumption of harmonious relations, esp. 
\ between states. [French] 
: rapscallion 7. 
scamp, or rogue, 


anhaw or joc. a rascal. 


| rapt ad. 1 tully absorbed or intent, enrap- 
{tured (listen with rapt attention). 2 carried 
4 away with joyous feeling or lofty thought. 

3 poel. carried away bodily, 4 fustral. 
} —collog. overjoyed, delighted. [from Latin 


raplus ‘serzed') a raptly ad. rapt- 
ness i. 

i 

| RAPIER: 17 1H-CENTURY 

\ PAPPENHEIMER RAPIER 


y 


raptor 


large primary 


feathe rs 


broad secondary 
feathers 


powerful breast 
muscle 


lail feathers fo 


soaring id brakir 


BOERNE IS ISR EERO: CT oN 
RED-TAILED HAWK 


Buteo jamaicensis 


raptor 7. A any bird of {Latin, literally 
‘ravisher, plunderer’] o raptorial ad. 


pres 


rapture 7. 1 ecstatic delight, mental transport. 2 (in 
pl.) great pleasure or enthusiasm or the expression 
of it, go into (or be in) raptures be enthusias- 


tic; talk enthusiastically. [from medieval Latin 
raplura, related to rart| O rapturous ad. raptur- 
ously ad’, rapturousness 7. 

rare! adj. rarer, rarest) 1 seldom donc, found, 01 


) 


occurring; uncommon. 2 esp. Bril cepuonally 


goal (had me). 3 of less than the usual density 
re he from Latin ‘| Orareness 7 
rare rarer, rarest { meat underdone 
[Old English| 
rarebit ; Wiis ti 


rare earth 7. 1 a lanthanide clement. 2 an oxide of 


: } 
sucn : 


rarefy Is 


or become | 


n clement 
rarify) (-ies, -ied) 1 (x & mir make 

den ( 2 refin i 
person tut 3 I n idea ct iltle 
[from Latin fe rarefaction 
n. rarefactive a 


make rar¢ 
rarefication 
rare gas !!. = 
rarely 1 seldom: not often 
deere pli II 3 pl lly well 
raring 
Ca |! ni Leil€ irlan | 
On 
rarity -ies) 1 1 2anur 
CSP. Onl Hut | | \t 


rascal 1 lis! mi 
person. ¢ hild [from Ole French i| 
‘rabble’ | 0 rascality w. , p/ -1¢ 

rase Vill 

klk D I 


rash! Miclell 


English] o rashly rashne 


RAPTOR 

The majority of raptors belong to the 
order Falconiformes: owls constitute a 
separate order, Strigilormes. Although 
some raptors, e.g. vultures, are carrion 


soft lee feathery | 


eaters, most are highly adapted to 
hunting live prey. Forward-facing 
eyes provide excellent binocular 
vision, powerful talons kil] and 
grasp the quarry, and a sharp, 
hooked beak tears flesh. 


broad 
— wingspan 
forward 


facing eyes 
J x 
/ 


' ‘sfrong. 
y 
‘ hooked beak 
ls 


STRIGIFORMES 
{owls 


j : 
powerful talons owl 


rash? 7». 1 an eruption of the skin in spots o1 
patches. 2 (usu. foll. by of 
phenomenon (a rash of 


a sudden widespread 
strikes [18th-<« entury 
comage | 

rasher n. a thin slice 
century coinage | 


of bacon or ham. [1 6th- 


rasp e@ 7. La coarse kind of file having separate 
teeth. 2 a grating noise or utterance. @ z. 1 f& 
a scrape with a rasp. b scrape roughly. ¢ (toll. by off, 
away) remove by scraping. 2 a intr make a grating 
sound. b fr say gratingly or hoarscly. 3 f& grate 
{ person or a persons feelings). [from Old 
French raspe(r)| O raspingly adv, raspy ad). 
raspberry e 7. (pi. -ies) 1 a a bramble, Rubus 
idaeus, haying usu. recl berries. & rere. b its berry 
2 the red colour of a raspberry. 3 collog. aa 
made with the lips expressing deriston or disap- 


upon 


sound 


proval. b a show of strong disapproval (got a rasp) 
berry from the audience). @ adj. of the colour of a 
raspberry. [from obsolete raspus(-berry)| 
raspberry cane #1. a raspberry plan! 


collug. = RAST Wars 
Rastafarian e ?) 


Rasta 7. & ad) 
a member of a sect of Jamaican 
origin: regarding the former Emperor Haile 
Selassie of Ethiopia as the Messiah. @ ad. of o1 
this sect. [from Re Tafart 
which Haile known 
q Rastafarianism 1 


name by 
1916 30] 


relating to 
Selassie was 


inning lines for a cathode 
[German, literily 


raster /7. a pattern ol 


ray tube Prclure creen | 


rasterize ?\/r (also -ise) Computing convert (a digi- 


uzed image) into a form that can be displayed on a 
cathode ray tube or printed. O rasterization 77 


rasterizer 
ratertlai { ral rodents of the 
Rallu ROL b any snnilar rodent muskrat 


u u te. 8! og. an 


TYPES OF RAPTOR 


rate 


fea 


CATHARTIDAE 
(New World vultures) 
DB VULTURE 


PANDIONIDAE 
(osprey) 


Osprey 


Nie Cn aes DIDNT 
(eagles, buzzards, hawks, 
kites, Old World vultures 


FALCONIDAE 
fcaracaras. falcons) 


D LAGLB, HAWK, VULEQRI © FALCON 


unpleasant person. 4 (in p/.) s/ang an exclamation of 
contempt, annoyarice, etc. @ winix (ratted, 
ratting) 1 (of a person or dog) hunt or kill rats. 
2 collog. desert a cause, party, etc. 3 (foll. by on) callog. 
a betray; let down. b inform on. [Old English] 

ratable var. of Rvrnapii.. 

ratafia /rat-i-feer/ 7. 1 a liqueur flavoured with 
almonds or kernels of peach, apricot, or cherry. 2 a 
kind of biscuit similarly flavoured. [French| 

ratan var. of RAri. 

ratatat also rat-a-tat) var. of Kvl-1a1. 

ratatouille 
onions 


/rat-i-too-i/ n. a vegetable dish ol 
courgettes aubergines, and 
peppers, fried and stewed in oil. [French dialect] 
ratbag n. Bri. slang an unpleasant or disgusting 
person. 


tomatoes 


rat-catcher #. a person who rids buildings of rats 
wile 

ratchet e 7. La set of teeth on the edge of a bar or 
wheel in which a device engages to ensure motion 
in one clirection only. 2 (in full ratchet-wheel) a 
wheel with a rim so toothed. e uv, (ratcheted. 
ratcheting) I /7, a provide with a ratchet. b make 
into a ratchet. 2 tr, @ intr. (often foll. by up) move as 
under the control of a ratchet. {from French rochet 
‘blunt lance-head, ratchet’] 

rate'e@ 7. 1 a stated numerical proportion between 
two sets 10 mile 
the basis of calculating an amount or value (rat 
taxation). 2 a fixed or appropriate charge or cost o1 


of things (at @ rate of ber hour) or as 


value; a measure of this ( postal rales). 3 rapidity of 
movement or change (a grea/ rate), 4 class or rank 
(first-rate). 5 Brit. a a tax levied by local authorities 
on commercial properties at so much per pound of 
the assessed value of buildigs and land owned or 
leased (now replaced by the 
dwellings). b (in pl 


council tax for 
} the amount payable by this. 


rate 


ev. I & a estimate the worth or value of (J rate him 
very highly). b assign a fixed value to (a com or metal) 
in relation to a monetary standard. 2 # consider; 
regard as. 3 intr. (foll. by as) rank or be rated. 4 ¢ 
Brit. a subject to the payment of a local rate. 
b value for the purpose of assessing rates. 5 tr be 
worthy of, deserve. 6 #7: place (a film etc.) in a cate- 
gory relative to its suitability for viewing. 0 at any 
rate in any case, whatever happens. at this (or 
that) rate if this example is typical or this assump- 
tion is true. [based on Latin ratus ‘reckoned’] 

rate? vt, scold angrily. [Middle English] 

rateable adj. (also ratable) 1 Brit. esp. hist. liable to 
the levy of rates (see avi’ 7, 5). 2 able to be rated or 
estimated. 

rateable value 7. Bri/. the value at which a house 
etc. is assessed for payment of rates. 

ratepayer 7. 1 Bri. esp. hist. a person liable to pay 
rates (see rate! n. 5). 2 NM Amer a customer of a 
public utility. 

rather adv. I (often foll. by than) by preference (would 
rather not go). 2 (usu. foll. by than) as’a more likely 
alternative (2s stupid rather than honest). 3 more 
precisely (a book, or rather, a pamphlet). 4 slightly; 
somewhat (rather drunk). 5 Brit. (as an emphatic 
response) indeed, assuredly (Did you like wu? 
Rather!). G had rather archaic or hterary would 
rather. [Old English hrathor ‘sooner, earlier’ | ' 

ratify wt (-ies, -ied) confirm or accept (an agree- 
ment made in one’s name) by formal consent, 
signature, etc. [from medieval Latin ati/fiare| 
O ratifiable ad. ratification 7. ratifier 7. 

rating! 7. 1 the act or an instance of placing in a 
rank or class or assigning a value to. 2 the estimated 
standing of a person as regards credit etc. 3 Naut. 
Brit. a non-commissioned sailor. 4 Bri. esp. Aust. an 
amount fixed as a local rate (cf. rare’ 2. 5). 5 the 
relative popularity of a broadcast programme as 
determined by the estimated size of the audience. 

rating. an angry reprimand, 

ratio 7. (pl. -os) the quantitative relation between 
two similar magnitudes determined by the number 
of times one contains the other inteerally or frac- 
tionally. [Latin] 

ratiocinate /rat-i-os-i-nayt/ winir literary go 
through logical processes, reason, esp. using syllo- 
gisms. [based on Latin ratiocinatus ‘calculated’| 
D ratiocination 7. ratiocinative adj. 

ration e 7. 1 a fixed official allowance of foed. 
clothing, etc., in a time of shortage. 2 (foll. by of) a 
single portion of provisions etc. 3 (usu. in pl.) a 
fixed daily allowance of food, esp. in the armed 
forces. 4 (in p/.) provisions. @ vir 1 limit (persons ot 
provisions) to a fixed ration. 2 (usu. foll. by ouf) 
share out (food ete.) in fixed quanutes. [from Latin 
ratio ‘reckoning | 

rational adj. 1 of or based on reasoning or reason, 
2 sensible. sane, moderate. 3 endowed with reason, 
reasoning, 4 rejecung what is unreasonable or 
cannot be tested by reason in religion or custom. 
5 Math. (of a quantity or ratio) expressible as a ratio 
of whole numbers. 0 rationality 7. rationally «iz. 

rationale /rash-6-nahl/ n. 1 (ofien foll. by for) the 
fundamental reason or logical basis of anything. 
2 a reasoned exposition. [modern Latin] 


rationalism 7. the practice of treating reason as 
the basis of belief and knowledge. 0 rationalist 7. 
rationalistic adj. rationalistically adv. 

rationalize ». (also -ise) 1 a / offer a rational but 
specious explanation of (one’s behaviour or atti- 
tude). b ir. explain one’s behaviour or attitude in 
this way. 2 & make logical and consistent. 3 ( make 
(a business etc.) more efficient by reorganizing it to 
reduce or eliminate waste. 4 ¢ (often foll. by away) 
explain or explain away rationally, 6 rationaliza- 
tion 7”, rationalizer 7. 


ratline 7. (also ratlin) (usu. in 
pl.) ® any of the small lines 
fastened across a sailing ship’s 

shrouds like ladder rungs. "a 

rat pack n. collog. a group 

of journalists and photo- 

graphers perceived as 
aggressive or relentless in 

their pursuit of stories. 

rat race 7. a fiercely com- ye 
petitive struggle for pos- 
ition, power, etc. 

rat-run 7. collog. a route on 
minor roads used by traffic 
to avoid congestion at 
peak periods. 

rattan 7. (also ratan) 1 any 
Malaysian climbing palm 
of the genus Calamus etc. 
with long thin jointed 
pliable stems. 2 a piece of 
rattan stem used as a walk- 
ing stick etc. fearlier 
rot(tjang, from Malay rotan| 

rat-tat 7. (also rat-tat-tat , ratatat, rat-a-tat) a 
rapping sound, esp. of a knocker. 

ratter n. 1 a dog or other animal that hunts rats. 
2 slang a person who betrays a cause, friend, etc. 

rattle ev. 1 a mir give out a rapid succession of 
short sharp hard sounds. b & make (a window, 
crockery, etc.) do this. ¢ mtr cause such sounds by 
shaking something. 2 a mi; move with a rattling 
noise. b intr ride or run briskly. 3 a ¢& (usu. foll. by 
off ) say or recite rapidly. b intr. (usu. foll. by on) talk 
in a lively thoughtless way. 4 & collog. disconcert, 
alarm. e 7. 1 a rating sound. 2 an instrument or 
plaything made to rattle. 3 the set of horny rings in 
a rattlesnake’s tail. 4 a a noisy flow of words. 
b empty chatter, trivial talk. o rattle the sabre 
threaten war. [Middle English| 0 rattly ad. 

rattler x. 1 a thing that rattles, esp. an old or rick- 
ety vehicle. 2 collog. a rattlesnake. 

rattlesnake 7. W any of various poisonous Ameri 
can snakes of the family Viperidae, esp. of the 
genus Crotalus or Sisfrurus, with a rattling structure 
of horny rings in its tail. & snaki 


shroud 7 


ratline 


horny 


HIMaS 


RATTLESNAKE: EASTERN DI\MONDBACK 
RATTLESNAKE (Crotalus adamanteus) 


rattletrap collog.@ 1. a rickety old vehicle etc. @ ad). 
rickety. 

rattling @ ad. 1 that ratlles. 2 brisk, vigorous (a 
ratiling pace). @ adv. remarkably (@ rattling good story). 

ratty adj. (rattier, rattiest) lt relating to or infested 
with rats. 2 Brit. collog. irritable or angry. 3 callog. 
wretched, shabby, nasty. 0 rattily adv. rattiness 1. 

raucous «(/). harsh-sounding, loud and hoarse. [from 
Latin raucus| O raucously adv. raucousness 2. 

raunchy «jj. (raunchier, raunchiest) co/log. 
coarse, boisterous; sexually provocative. [20th- 
century coinage| O raunchily adv. raunchiness 1, 

ravage @7./7, & intr. devastate, plunder. @ 7. 1 the act 
or an instance of ravaging: devastation, damagu 
2 (usu. in pl; foll. by of) destructive ellect (survived 
the ravages of wiiler). [French, alteration of ravi 
‘rush of water’| 0 ravager n. 


ratline 


RATLINES ON A 161TH- 
CENTURY WARSHIP 


raw umber 


rave @ v. 1 inty. talk wildly or furiously im or as in 
delirtum. 2 ini, speak with rapturous admiration; 
go into raptures. 3 tr G intr. collog, enjoy oneself 
freely (esp. rave if up). @ n. 1 (usu. attrib.) collog. a 
highly enthusiastic review (a rave reviexe’). 2 Brit. 


es  slangan infatuation. 3 Bri. collog. a (also rave- 


up) a lively party. b a large often illicit party 
or event with dancing to loud fast pop music. 
[Middle English] 
ravel e :. (ravelled, ravelling; ('S raveled, 
raveling) 1 # G inl. entangle or become 
entangled. 2 ¢ confuse or complicate (a ques- 
tion or problem). 3 iz fray out. 4 &% disen- 
tangle, unravel, separate into threads. en. la 
tangle or knot. 2 a complication. 3 a frayed or 
loose end. 
raven! e 7. a large glossy blue-black crow, 
Corvus corax, having a hoarse cry. @ adj. glossy 
black (raven tresses). [Old English] 
raven’ v. 1 mir. a plunder b (foll. by after) seek 
prey or booty. ¢ (foll. by aboul) go plundering, 
d prowl for prey (ravening beast). 2 a tr. devour 
voraciously. b ir. (esp. as ravening adj.) have 
a ravenous appetite. ¢ mir feed voraciously. 
{from Old French raviner ‘to ravage’ | 
ravenous adj. 1 very hungry. 2 voracious. 3 rapa- 
cious. [from Old French ravineus| 0 ravenously adv. 
raver 7. 1 collog. a an uninhibited pleasure-loving 
person. b a person who goes to raves. 2 a person 
who raves. 
rave-up var. of rave 7. 3a. 
ravine 7. a deep narrow gorge. | French] 0 ravined 
ad). 
raving @ 7. (usu. in pl.) wild or delirious talk. @ ad. 
delirious, frenzied. @ adj. G adv. collog. as an inten- 
sive (a raving beauty; raving mad). 
ravioli /ray-i-oh-li/ n. small pasta envelopes 
containing minced meat etc. > rasta, [Italian] 
ravish «./7, 1 rape. 2 enrapture. [from Latin rapere ‘to 
seize’ | 0 ravisher 7. ravishment 7. 
ravishing adj. entrancing, delightful. 0 ravish- 
ingly adv. 
raw @ ad). 1 uncooked. 2 in the natural state; not 
processed or manufactured — (raw 
3 (of alcoholic spirit) undiluted. 4 (of statistics 
etc.) not analysed or processed. 5 inexperienced, 
untrained (raw recruils). 6 a stripped of skin; 
having the flesh exposed. b sensitive to the touch 
from having the flesh exposed. c abnormally sensi- 
tive (louched a raw nerve). 7 (of the atmosphere, day, 
etc.) chilly and damp. 8 crude in artistic quality: 
lacking finish. 9 (of the edge of cloth) without hem 
or selvedge. @ 7. a raw place on a person’s or horse’s 
body, o in the raw I in its natural state without 
mitigation (life in the raze’). 2 naked. touch on the 
raw upsct (a person) on a sensitive matter. [Old 
English] o rawly adv. rawness n. 


Sewage). 


raw-boned adj. gaunt. 

raw deal n. harsh or uniair treatment. 

rawhide 7. 1 untanned hide. 2 a rope or whip of 
this. 

Rawiplug n. Brit. prope. a thin cylinder of 
fibre or plastic for holding a screw or RAW 
nal in masonry. [from Raw/ngs. 
name of the engineers who intro- 
duced it] 

raw material 7. that from 
which the process of manufac- 
ture makes products. 


SIENNA 


raw sienna //. P i 
brownish-vellow 
earth used as a 
pigment. 
raw umber 
& umber in it: 


natural state 
yellowish-brown RAW 


in colour, UMBER 


ray 


RAY 
Rays are adapted to life on or near the sea- 

| bed. Their flattened bodies allow them to hie 
on the bottom, often camouflaged and un- 

. detected. Their gills are on the underside of 
their bodies, but clean water is admitted to 


_ spiracle 


sensitive snout 


movable eye 


fin rays 


vAln 
thorny 


UPRER SID! 


EMAOIBILES OF ORME RS ASS: ——— 


ROUND STINGR NS 
Crohatis halleris 


SPOTS Ee 


Raja montagur 


BAL 
Myhobatis 


RAY 
californica) 


ray! 7. 1 asingle line or narrow beam of light from 
2 a stvaight line in which 
avels to a given point. 3 (in //) rachation 

n'y. N-rayy), 4a trace oi 
beeinning of an cnlightening or checring mfluence 
(a ray uf haope, 9 a any ol of radiating Hines 01 
parts or things. b any of a set of 
ing through one point. 6 the 


a small or clistant source. 
radiation ti 


ramima 


of a specified typ 


traight lines pass- 
marginal portion of a 


dais 


composite flower, ¢ [from Latin rede] 
Oo rayed ad). rayless 

ray” Aa iulagmous fish of the order Bati- 
formes, with a broad flat body, winelike pectoral 
fins anda long slender tail © csi. [from Latin vaca] 
ray” n. (also re) Aus. 1 (in tonite sol-fay the second 
note of a major scale. 2 the note Din th I-dloh 


| horny mouth 


\ colour-camouflaged 


the gill chambers through a spiracle on the 
upper side, just bchind the eye. Rays feed 
primarily on shellfish, crustaceans, and fish, 
which they hunt largely by scent. Mantas 
can have a wingspan of over 6 m (20 it). 


nostril 


large pectoral 


fin 


five gill 
clefis 


. \ | 


\ | spines 
} 


\ 
\ pelvic clasper 


| 


pectoral fin\ 


q > EXTERNAL FEATURES 
VPHORNBACK RAY 
(Raja clavata) 


Ovlr oN 


NTRS AT 


MANA 
ullanta birastris; 


system. [Middle English re, from Latin resonare ‘to 
resound’ | 

ray gun 7. (esp. in science fiction) a gun causing 
mjury or damage by the enussion of rays. 

rayon ?!. any of various textile fibres or fabrics made 


from viscose. [arbitrary formation from rw "| 


tr. (also rase) ompk tely clestroy; tear down 


the [Middle English rase 


wound shghtly: based on Latin rasus “scraped’| 


raze i 


(esp. race to ground ) ‘to 


razor @ 7), an instrument with a sharp blade used in 


cutting hair esp. from the skin. @ atc Louse a razor 


on, 2 shave: cut down close. [related to ewe] 
razorbill 7. a black and white auk, .t/ca Jorda, with a 


deep bill ikened to a cut-throat razor. 


reach 


razor blade ». a flat piece of metal with a sharp 
edge or edges used in a safety razor. 

razor cut 7. a haircut made with a razor. 

razor edge 7. (also razor’s edge) 1 a keen edge. 
2 a sharp mountain ridges 3 a critical situation 
( found themselves on a razor edge). 4 a sharp line of divi- 
sion. 0 razor-edged ad). 

razor-fish n. (f/. usu. same) = RAZOR-SHELL. 

razor-sharp adj. extremely sharp. 

razor-shell n. ® any of various 
bivalve molluscs of the superfamily 
Solenacea, with a shell like the 
handle of a cut-throat razor. & sHrLL 


razor wire 7. a type of sharp wire 
uscd as a barrier or run along the top 
of walls etc. to discourage intruders. 

razzle-dazzle 7. {also razzle) slang 
1 a excitement; bustle. b a spree. 
2 extravagant publicity. {reduplica- 
tion of vbvzzi..| 

razzmatazz 7. (also razza- 

matazz) collog. 1 = RAz21.4-DAZZLE. 

2 insincere actions. 


Rb symb. Chem. the element 
rubidium. 
RC abby. 1 Roman Catholic. 


2 Red Cross. 

RCA abbr. (in the UK) Royal 
College of Art. 

RCM abd; (in the UK) Royal 
College of Music. 

RCMP abl, Roval Canadian 
Mounted Police. 

RECN ahd. (in the UK) Royal 
College of Nursing. 
RCP abby. (in the UK) Royal College of Physicians. 
RCS abbr. (in the UK): 1 Royal College of Scientists. 
2 Royal College of: Surgeons. 3 Royal Corps of 

Signals. % 

RCVS addr. (in the UR) Royal College of Vetermary 
Surgeons 

Rd. abbr. Road (in names) 

RE addi. 1 (in the UK) Roval Engineers. 2 religious 
education. 


RAZOR-SHELL 
(Ensis siliqua) 


Re yymb. Chem. the Aement rheniuin. 
re! prep. 1 in the matter of (as the first word in a 
heading). 2 collog. about, concerning, {Latin] 


w Usage The use of 7 in sense 2 to mean simply 
‘about’ or “concerning” is best avoided. 


re? var. of ww? 


re- prefix 1 attachable to almost any verb or its 

derivative, meaning: a once more; afresh, anew 
(readjust, renumber). b back: with return to a previous 
state (reassemble: . 2 (also red- before a vowel. 
as in redolent) in verbs and verbal derivatives denot- 
ing: a in return: mutually (react; resemble). b opposi- 
lion (repel, resist). ¢ behind or after (relic; remain). 


FRUET NE 


d retrement or secrecy (recluse; retiwence). e off. away, 


down (recede, relegate, repress). £ frequentative o1 
intensive lorce (redouble; refine; resplendent}. g negative 


force irecant: reveal) 


m Usage In sense 1, a hyphen is normally used 
when the word begins with e (ve-enact), or to distin- 
guish the compound from a more familiar one- 
word form (7e-form = form again) 


*re «hb. collog. (usu. alter pronouns) are (we're; you ve). 

reabsorb ¢/, absorb again, O reabsorption n 

reach e:. 1 int. S fr stretch out: extend. 2 intr 
stretch out a limb, the hand, etc.; make a reaching 
mouon or cllort. 3 imi make a motion or effort to 
touch or get hold of or to attain (reached for his pipe). 
4 Wy, get as far as (reached Lincoln at lunchtime: your letter 
reached me ; 


today). 5 tr. get to or attain (a specified 
point) on a scale (the temperature reached 9O™, the number 
of applications reached 100). 6 intr (foll. by fo) attain to: 


he adequate for (mp income will nol reach to il). 7 Wy. 


reach-me-down 


succced in achieving; attain (have reached agreement). 
8 (@ make contact with the hand etc., or by tele- 
phone etc. (was out all day and could not be reached). 
9 U7 (of a broadcast, broadcasting station, etc.) be 
received by. 10 é succeed in influencing or having 
the required effect on (could not manage to reach their 
audience). 11 t hand, pass (reach me that book). 12 th: 
take with an outstretched hand. 13 intr, Naut. sail 
with the wind abeam or abaft the beam. @ 7. 1 the 
extent to which a hand etc. can be reached out, 
influence exerted, motion carried out, or mental 
powers used. 2 an act of reaching out. 3 a continu- 
ous extent, esp. a stretch of river between two 
bends, or the part of a canal between locks. 4 Naut. 
a distance traversed in reaching. 0 out of reach 
not able to be reached or attained. [Old English] 
D reachable ad). 
reach-me-down ad). Brit. ready-made. 


reacquaint vi GS vel. (usu. foll. by wth) make 
acquainted again. 0 reacquaintance n. 

react v. 1 intr (foll. by t) respond to a stimulus; 
undergo a change or show behaviour due to some 
influence (how did they react to the news,). 2 intr. (often 
foll. by against) be actuated by repulsion to; tend in 
a reverse or contrary direction. 3 iéz. (often foll. by 
upon) produce a reciprocal or responsive effect; act 
upon the agent (they react upon each other). 4 intr. (foll. 
by with) Chem. & Physics (of a substance or particle) 
be the cause of activity or interaction with another 
(nitrous oxide reacts with the metal). 5 tr (oll. by wth) 
Chem. cause {a substance) to react with another. 
[from medieval Latin reagere react-| 

reaction 7. 1 the act or an instance of reacting; a 
responsive or reciprocal action. 2 a a responsive 
feeling (whal was your reaction to the news?). b an 


immediate or first impression. 3 the occurrence of 


a condition after a period of its opposite. 4 a a 
bodily response to an external stimulus. b an 
adverse response to a drug. 5 a tendency to oppose 
change or to advocate return to a former system. 
6 the interaction of substances undergoing chemi- 
cal chamge. 0 reactionist n. © ad). 

reactionary @ adj. tending to oppose change and 
advocate return to a former system. @ 7. (p/. -ies) a 
reactionary person. 

reactivate v./7, restore to a state of activity. O reac- 
tivation 7. 

reactive «dj. 1 showing reaction. 2 reacting rather 
than taking the initiative, 3 having a tendency to 
react chemically. 0 reactivity 7. 

reactor 7. 1 a person or thing that reacts. 2 (in fuil 
nuclear reactor) an apparatus or structure in 
which a controlled nuclear chain reaction releases 
energy. NUCLEAR POWER 

read /recd/ @ v. (pas! and past part. read red) 1 tr. 
(also absol.) reproduce mentally or vocally the writ- 
ten or printed words of (a book, author, etc.) 2 (7. 
convert or be able to convert into the intended 
words or meaning (written or other symbols or the 
things expressed in this way). 3 / interpret 
mentally, 4 @ deduce or declare an interpretation 
of (read the expression on my face). 5 tr. find (a thing) 
recorded or stated in print etc. (J read somewhere thal 
you are leaving). 6 tr. interpret (a statement or action) 
‘in a certain sense (my silence is nol to be read as consent). 
7 tr. assume as intended or deducible (you read too 
much into my letter). 8 tr. bring into a specified state by 
reading (read myself to sleep). 9 a t (of a recording 
instrument) show (a specified figure etc.) (the ther- 
mometer ready 20°). b inspect and record the figure 
shown on such an instrument (read the meter). 10 intr: 
convey meaning in a specified manner when reac 
(it reads persuasively). 11 intr. sound or affect a hearer 
or reader as specified when read (the book reads like a 
parody). 12 a tr esp. Brit. study by reading (esp. a 


subject at university). b int: carry out a course of 


study by reading (zs reading for the Bar). 13 tr. (as read 
adj.) versed in a subject by reading (a well-read person; 
ze'as widely read in law). 14 ta (of a computer) copy 
or transfer (data). b (loll. by a, owt) enter or extract 


(data) in an electronic storage device. 15 tr receive 
and understand the words of (a person) by radio or 
telephone (do you read me?). 16 & a understand (a 
person) by interpretation of outward signs etc. 
b interpret (cards, a person’s hand, etc.) as a 
fortune-teller. 17 t Printing check the correctness of 
and emend (a proof). 18 # a (of a text) have at a 
particular place (reads ‘battery’ not ‘buttery’). b substi- 
tute (a word etc.) for an incorrect one ( for ‘iwlitlerate’ 
read ‘uliterate’). @ n. 1 esp. Brit. a spell of reading. 
2 collog. a book etc. as regards its readability (2 @ 
really good read). Gread between the lines look for 
or find hidden meaning. read up (often foll. by on) 
make a special study of (a subject). [Old English 
redan ‘to advise, consider, discern’] 

readable adj. 1 able to be read; legible. 2 interest- 
ing or pleasant to read. O readability x. readably 
ade. 

readdress v./r, 1 change the address of (a letter or 
parcel). 2 address (a problem etc.) anew. 3 speak or 
write to anew. 

reader 7. 1 a person who reads or is reading. 2 a 
book of extracts for learning. 3 a device for produc- 
ing an image that can be read from microfilm ete. 
4 (also Reader) Bri. a university lecturer of the 
highest grade below professor. 5 a pubhsher’s 
employee who reports on submitted manuscripts. 
6 a printer’s proof-corrector. 0 readerly ad). 

readership 7. 1 the readers of a newspaper etc. 
2 the number or extent of these. 3 (also Reader- 
ship, Bri. the position of reader at a university. 

readily adv. 1 without showing reluctance; willingly. 
2 without difficulty. 

reading ui. 1 a the act or an instance of reading (/he 
reading of the will). b matter to be read (have plenty of 
reading with me). c the specified quality of this (2f made 
exciting reading,. 2 (in comb.) used for reading (reading- 
lamp, reading room). 3 literary knowledge (a person of 
wide yeading). 4 an entertainment at which a play. 
poems, etc., are read (poetry reading). 5 a figure etc. 
shown by a recording instrument. 6 an interpreta- 
tion or view taken (what ts your reading of the facts). 
7 an interpretation made (of drama, music, etc.). 
8 cach of the successive occasions on which a bill 
must be presented to a legislature for acceptance. 

reading age 7. reading ability expressed as the age 
for which the same ability is calculated as average 
(has a reading age of eight). 

readjust ¢./7, adjust again or to a former state. 
oO readjustment n. 

readmit 7/7, (readmitted, readmitting) admit 
again. O readmission i. 

read-only memory 2. Computing a memory read at 
high speed but not capable of being changed by 
program instrucuons. 

readopt ¢:/r. adopt again. 0 readoption n. 

read-out 7. a record or display of the output from 
a computer or scientific instrument, 

re-advertise 7/7. @ ir advertise again. 0 re- 
advertisement //. 

read-write adj. Computing capable of reading exist- 
ing data and accepting alterations or further input. 
© HARD DISK 

ready e «dj. (readier, readiest) (usu. predic.) L with 
preparations complete (diner ts ready). 2 im an 
appropriate state (are you ready to go’). 3 willing. 
inclined, or resolved (he ts aleays ready to complain; 1 
am ready for anything). 4 within reach; easily secured 
(a ready source of income). 5 fit for immediate use (cas 
ready to hand). 6 inmediate, unqualified ( found ready 
acceptance). 7 prompt (2s akvays ready with excuses, has a 
ready wit). 8 \foll. by to + infin.) about to do some- 
thing (a bud just ready lo burt). 9 provided before- 
hand. @ ada. esp. Brit. 1 beforehand. 2 so as not to 
require doing when the time comes for use (‘he cases 
are ready packed }. @ n. (pl. -1es) esp. Brit. lang 1 (prec. 
by dhe) = kevpy Monny. 2 (in pl.) bank notes. @ 7.0. 
(-ies, -ied) make ready; prepare. 0 at the ready 
ready for action. make ready prepare. ready, 


real money 


steady (or get set), go the usual formula for start- 
ing a race. [Middle English] G readiness 1. 

ready-made adj. made in a standard size, not to 
measure. 

ready-mixed adj. (also ready-mix) having some 
or all of the constituents already mixed together. 

ready money 2. 1 actual coin or notes. 2 payment 
on the spot. 

ready reckoner 7. a book or table listing standard 
numerical calculations as used esp. in commerce. 

ready-to-wear adj. made in a standard size, not to 
measure. 

reaffirm »./7 affirm again. 0 reaffirmation 7. 

reafforest vir, esp. Brit. replant (former forest land) 
with trees. 0 reafforestation 7. 


reagent 7. Chem. 1 a substance used to cause a reac- 
tion, esp. to detect another substance. 2 a reactive 
substance or force. 

real’ e ad. 1 actually existing or occurring. 
2 genuine; rightly so called; not artificial. 3 Law 
consisting of or relating to immovable property 
such as land or houses (veal estate) (cf. peRsONAL pROP- 
ukvy). 4 appraised by purchasing power; adjusted 
for changes in the value of money (real value, income 
in real terms). @ adv. Sc. & N. Amer. collog. really, very. 
0 for real collog. as a serious concern; in earnest. 
the real McCoy see McCoy. the real thing 1 not 
illusory, stimulated, or inferior. 2 true love, not infat- 
uation. [based on Latin ves ‘thing’] 0 realness n. 

real? x. 1 the chief monetary unit of Brazil since 
1994, 2 hist. a former com and monetary unit of 
various Spanish-speaking countries. [Spanish, liter- 
ally ‘royal’, used as a noun| 

real ale n. esp. Brit. beer regarded as brewed in a 
traditional way, with secondary fermentation in the 
cask. 

realign ¢:/, 1 align again. 2 regroup in politics ete. 
dO realignment 7. 

realism n. 1 the practice of regarding things in 
their true nature and dealmg with them as they are. 
2 fidelity to nature in representation; the showing 
of life etc. as it is. O realist 7. 

realistic adj. 1 regarding things as they are; follow- 
ing a policy of realism, 2 based on facts rather than 
ideals. O realistically adv. 

reality 7. (pl. -ies) 1 what is real or existent or 
underlies appearances. 2 (foll. by of) the real nature 
of. 3 real existence; the state of being real. 4 resem- 
blance to an original (the model was impressive in ils 
reality). O in reality in fact. [from medieval Latin 
realitas| 

realize «vf. (also -ise) 1 (often foll. by thai + clause; 
also absol.) be fully aware of; conceive as real. 2 (also 
absol.) understand clearly. 3 present as real (fhe story 
zeas powerfully realized on stage). 4 a convert into 
actuality; achieve (realized a childhood dream). b refl. 
develop one’s own faculties, abilities, etc. 5 a con- 
vert into money. b acquire (profit). ¢ be sold for (a 
specified price). 0 realizable adj. realization n. 
realizer 7. 

real life n. 1 that lived by actual people, as distinct 
from fiction, clramia, etc. 2 (real-life) (a/fzb.) actual. 
not fictional (real-life husband). 

real live aitrib.adj. often joc. actual; not pretended or 
simulated (@ real live burglar). 

reallocate «./7 allocate again or differently. o re- 
allocation w. 

really adi. 1 in reality. 2 positively, assuredly (really 
useful). 3 indeed, | assure you. 4 an expression of 
mild protest or surprise. 5 (in ilerrog) is that so? 

They're musicians. Really’). 

realm 7. 1 formal esp. Law a kingdom, 2 a sphere or 
domain ithe realm of omagimation). \frony Old French 
realme, wlluenced by ree! ‘royal’ 

real money 7. 1 current coin or notes: cash. 
2 collog. a large sum of money. 


realpolitik 


realpolitik /ray-ahl-pol-i-teek/ n. politics based 
on realities and material needs, rather than on 
morals or ideals. [German] 

real tennis 2. Bri. the original form of tennis 
played on an indoor court. 

real time x. 1 the actual time during which a 
process or event occurs. 2 (real-time) (attrib) 
Computing a (of a system) in which input data is 
processed within milliseconds so that it is available 
virtually immediately as feedback to the process 
from which it is coming. b (of information, an 
image, etc.) responding virtually immediately to 
changes in the state of affairs it reflects (real-time 
\tock-exchange prices). 

realtor 1. NV. -[mer a real-estate agent. 

realty ». Law a person’s real property, consisting of 
land or buildings. 

ream! 7. 1 twenty quires of paper. 2 (in pl.) a large 
quantity of paper or writing (wrote reams about it). 
[from Arabic rizma ‘bundle’) 

ream*® «./, widen (a hole in metal etc.) with a cutting 
tool. [18th-century coinage] 0 reamer 7. 

reanimate ¢:/r, I restore to life. 2 restore to activity 
or liveliness. 0 reanimation 7. 

reap v./7 1 cut or gather (a crop, esp. grain) as a 
harvest. 2 harvest the crop of (a field ete.). 3 reccive 
as the consequence of one’s own or others’ actions. 

ish| 

reaper 7. 1 a person who reaps. 2 a machine for 
reaping. O the Reaper (or Grim Reaper) death 
personified. 


reappear @inlx appear again or as previously. 
0 reappearance 7. 

reapply «fr © intr (-ies, -ied) apply again, esp. 
submit a further application (for a position etc.). 
0 reapplication 1. 

reappoint 7/7; appoint again to a position previ- 
ously held. o reappointment n. 

reapportion 0./. apportion again or differently. 
O reapportionment ». 

reappraise w/; appraise or assess again. O re- 
appraisal 1. 

rear'e 7. 1 the back part of anything. 2 the space 
behind, or position at the back of, anything (@ large 
house with a terrace at the rear), 3 the hindmost part of 
an army or fleet. 4 collog. the buttocks. @ adj. at the 
back. 0 bring up the rear come last. in the rear 
behind; at the back. [from Latin retro *back’] 

rear’ ». 1 / a bring up and educate (children). 
b breed and care for yanimals). ¢ cultivate (crops). 
2 intr. cof a horse ete.) raise itself on its hind legs. 
3 fr aset upright. b build. ¢ hold upwards (rear one’s 
head), 4 intr. extend toa great height. [Old English] 
0 rearer 1. 

rear admiral /. 2 naval oflicer ranking below vice 
admiral. 

rearguard 7. 1 a body of troops detached to 
protect the rear, esp. in retreats. 2 a defensive or 
conservative clement in an organization etc. [from 
Old French rereguarde} 

rearguard action”). 1 \/i/, an cneagement under- 
taken by a rearguard. 2 a defensive stand in argu- 
ment etc., esp. when losing. 

rear lamp ». (also rear light) esp. Bri/. a usu. red 
hight at the rear of a vehicle, 

rearm 2/7 (also absol.) arm again, esp. with 
improved weapons. 0 rearmament i. 

rearmost vd. furthest back. 

rearrange (./) arrange again in a different way. 
O rearrangement . 

rearrest @ ¢./7. arrest again, @ 7, an instance of re- 
arresting or bemyg rearrested. 

rear sight 7. the sight nearest to the stock on a 
firearm, & Gun 

rear-view mirror 7, a mirro: fixed inside the 
windsereen of a motor vehicle enabling the driver 
to see tralhic etc. behind 

rearward @ #. (esp. 11 prepositional phrases; rear (lo 


ood 


the rearward of, in the rearward |. adj. to the rear, @ adv. 
(also rearwards) towards the rear. [from Anglo- 
French rerecearde] 

rear-wheel drive 7. drive acting on the rear 
wheels of a motor vehicle (see prive n. 6a). 

reason e 77. I a motive, cause, or justification (has 
good reasons for doing this; there 1s no reason to be angry). 
2 a fact adduced or serving as this (/ can give you my 
reasons). 3 the intellectual faculty by which conclu- 
sions are drawn from premisses. 4 sanity (Aas lost his 
reason). 5 a faculty transcending the understanding 
and providing a priori principles; intuition. 6 sense; 
sensible conduct; what is right or practical or prac- 
ticable; moderation. @ 7, 1 ivi form or wry to reach 
conclusions by connected thought. 2 ir. (foll. by 
zewh) use an argument (with a person) by way of 
persuasion. 3 ¢ (foll. by that + clause) conclude or 
assert in argument. 4 ¢ (foll. by why, whether, what + 
clause) discuss; ask oneself. 5 tr (foll. by into, out of ) 


persuade or move by argument (J reasoned them oul of 


their fears). 6 t. (foll. by out) think or work out (conse- 
quences etc.). 7 dr (often as reasoned adj.) express 
in logical and methodical form. 8 f& embody reason 
in (an amendment etc.). d by reason of owing to. 
in (or within) reason within the bounds of 
moderation. it stands to reason it 1s evident or 
logical. listen to reason be persuaded to act 
sensibly. see reason acknowledge the force of an 
argument. with reason jusufiably. {from Old 
French reisun (n.), raisoner (y.)| G reasoner n. 
reasoning /i. 


mu Usage The reason (why) ... is should be 
followed by that, not because, e.g, The reason why I can’t 
stay any longer ts that | have an urgent appointment. 


reasonable ad. 1 having sound judgement: 
moderate; ready to listen to reason. 2 not absurd. 
3 a not greatly less or more than might 
be expected. b inexpensive. c tolerable, fair. 
0 reasonableness 1. reasonably adv. 
reassemble o.ini & i assemble agam or into a 
former state. d reassembly 7. 
reassert 1./r, assert again. O reassertion 7. 
reassess = i//. 
On reassessment /. 


assess again, esp. differently. 
reassign v./7 assign again or differently. o re- 
assignment 1. 

reassure 7/7, 1 restore confidence to; dispel the 
apprehensions of. 2 confirm in an opinion or 
impression, D reassurance n. reassuring ad). 
reassuringly adi. 

reattach ?./); attach again or in a former position. 
O reattachment ». 

reattempt 7/7, attempt again, esp. after failure. 

reawaken w.(7, & intr. awaken again. 

rebarbative adj. formal unattractive and objection- 
able, [French sebarbati/, from Old French se rebarber 
‘face each other beard to beard’ (i.e. aggressively }] 
rebate'e w. La partial refund. 2 a deduction from 
a sum to be paid; a discount. @ uf pay back as a 
rebate, [earlier in sense “to diminish’: from Old 
French rabattre| 

rebate? 7. & vv, = waveit. [respelling of xvweet, after 
[PSE Ho) " 

rebel e 1. /reb-@l/ 1 a person who fights against, 
resists, or refuses allegiance to, the established 
government. 2 a person or thing that resists author- 
ity or control. @ ad. /reb-él/ (altrib.) 1 rebellious, 
2 of or concerning rebels. 3m rebellion. @ «inh. 
/vi-bel/ (rebelled, rebelling) (usu. foll. by 
against) 1 act as a rebel: revolt. 2 feel or display 
repugnance. [from Latin rebellis] 

rebellion 7. 1 open resistance to authority, esp. 
organized armed resistance to an established 
government. 2 an instance of this. [from Latin 
rebellia| 

rebellious adj. 1 tencing to rebel. 2 in rebellion. 
3 defying lawful authority. 4 (of a thing) anman- 
ageable, refractory. O rebelliously ad: rebel- 
liousness 1. 


recast 


rebind 7 /x: (past and past part. rebound) bind (esp. a 
book) again or differently. 

rebirth x. 1 a new incarnation. 2 spiritual enlight- 
enment. 3 a revival (éhe rebirth of learning). reborn 
ad). : 

rebirthing 7. a therapeutic technique involving 
controlled breathing and mtended to penetrate 
psychological defences so that the subject re-experi- 
ences and releases the birth trauma. 6 rebirther n. 

reboot ¢:/y; (often absol.) Computing boot up (a system) 
again. 

rebore e 7/7, make a new boring in, esp. widen the 
bore of (the cylinder in an internal-combustion 
engine). @ n. 1 the process of doing this. 2 a rebored 
engine. 

rebound! e v.intr, 1 spring back after action or 
impact. 2 (foll. by on, upon) (of an action) have an 
adverse effect upon (the doer). e v. 1 the act or an 
instance of rebounding; recoil. 2 a reaction after a 
strong emotion. GO on the rebound while still 
recovering from an emotional shock, esp. rejection 
by a lover. 

rebound? past and past part. of KuBinn. 

rebroadcast @ i (pas! rebroadcast or re- 
broadcasted: past part. rebroadcast) broadcast 
again, @ 7”. a repeat broadcast, 

rebuff @ 7. I a rejection of a person who makes 
advances, proffers help, shows interest, makes a 
request, etc. 2 a snub. @ wl give a rebuff to. {from 
Itahan nduffo| 

rebuild «./7 (pas! and past part. rebuilt) build again 
or differently. 0 rebuilder 7. 

rebuke e «./7, reprove sharply; subject to protest or 
censure. @ 7. 1 the act of rebuking. 2 the process of 
being rebuked. 3 a reproof. [from Old Northern 
French rebuker| o rebuker n. rebukingly adv. 

rebus /ree-bus/ 7. {//. rebuses) a representation 
of a word (csp. a name), by pictures etc. suggesting 
its parts. [Latn, litefally ‘by things’] 

rebut «/, (rebutted, rebutting) 1 refute or 
disprove (evidence or a charge). 2 force or turn 
back; check. [from Old French 7e60(u)ter| 0 rebut- 
table adj. rebuttal n. 

recalcitrant @ dd. 1 obstinately disobedient. 
2 objecting to restraint. @ 7. a recalcitrant person, 
[from Latin recaleitrant- ‘kicking out with the heels’| 
0 recalcitrance n. 

recalculate wf calculate again. o recalcula- 
tion 7. 

recall @ wf: 1 summon to return. 2 recollect. 
remember, 3 bring back to memory; serve as a 
reminder of. 4 revoke or annul. @ n. 1 a summons 
to come back. 2 the act of remembering. 3 the abil- 
ity to remember, 4 the possibility of recalling, esp. 
in the sense of revoking (beyond recall). oO recallable 
ad). a 

recant 7. I ¢, withdraw and renounce (a former 
belief or statement) as erroncous or heretical. 2 intr, 
disavow a former opinion. [from Latin recantare ‘to 
revoke’] 0 recantation n. recanter n. 

recap collog. @ ul, © inlr. (recapped, recapping) 
recapitulate. @ n. recapitulation. 

recapitulate oi: 1 go briefly through again; 
summarize, 2 go over the main points or headings 
of. [based on Latin recapitulatus “redrawn under 
headings’| 0 recapitulatory adj. 

recapitulation 7. 1 the act or an instance of re- 
capitulating. 2 .Vus. part of a movement in which 
themes are restated. 

recapture @ @l, 1 capture again; recover by 
capture, 2 re-experience (a past emotion etc), 
e@ 7. the act or an instance of recapturing, 

recast @ w./?: (pas! and past parl. recast) 1 put into a 
new form. 2 improve the arrangement of. 3 change 
the cast of (a play etc.) e 2. 1 the act or an instance 
of recasting, 2 a recast form. 


recce 


recce /rek-i / esp. Brit. collog. @ n. a reconnaissance. 
@ utr & intr. (recced, recceing) reconnoitre. 


recede v.ini/, 1 go or shrink back or further off. 2 be 
left at an increasing distance by an observer's 
motion. 3 slope backwards (a receding chin). 4 decline 
in force or value. 5 (of a man’s hair) cease to grow 
at the front, sides, etc. [from Latin recedere| 


receipt /ri-seet/ @ n. 1 the act or an instance of 
receiving or being received into one’s possession 
(cerll pay on receipt of the goods). 2 a written acknow- 
ledgement of this, esp. of the payment of money. 
3 (usu. in f/.) an amount of money etc. received. 
4 archaic a recipe. @ v.tr. place a written or 
printed receipt on (a bill). cin receipt of 
having received. [from medieval Latin 
recepta (fem.) ‘received’| 

receive v./7. 1 take or accept (some- 
thing offered or given). 2 acquire; be 
provided with (have received no news; will 
receive a small fee). 3 accept delivery of (some- 
thing sent). 4 have conferred or inflicted on 
one (received many honours; recewed a heavy blow on the 
head). 5 a stand the force or weight of. b bear up 
against; encounter with opposition. 6 consent to 
hear (a confession or oath) or consider (a petition). 


7 (also absol.) accept (stolen property), knowing of 


the theft. 8 admit; consent or prove able to hold; 
provide accommodation for (received many visilors). 
9 (of a receptacle) be able to hold. 10 greet or 
welcome, esp. in a specified manner (how did they 
receive your offer?). 11 react to (news, a play, etc.) ina 
specified way (the novel was warmly received). 12 enter- 
tain as a guest etc. 13 admit to membership. 14 be 
marked with (an impression etc.). 15 convert 
(broadcast signals) into sound or pictures. 16 Tennis 
etc. be the player to whom the server serves (the 
ball ctc.). 17 (often as received adj.) give credit to; 
accept as authoritative or true (received opinion). 0 be 
at (or on) the receiving end vollog. bear the brunt 
of something unpleasant. [from Latin recipere| 
O receivable adj. 

received pronunciation 7. (also Received 
Standard) the form of spoken English based on 
educated speech in southern England. 

receiver 7. 1 a person or thing that receives. 2 W the 
part of a machine or instrument that receives 
sound, signals, etc. (esp. the part of a telephone 
that contains the garpiece). > ruarnone. 3 (in full 
Brit. official receiver) a person appointed by a 
court to administer the property of a bankrupt or 
insane person, or property under iy a 44 
radio or television receiving apparatus. 3 a person 
who receives stolen goods. 


_— diaphragm 


sound waves 


— eleciromagnet 


wires carrying 
_ electric signal 


RECEIVER 
COND eek 
PELEPHONE, 


receivership 7. 1 the office of official receiver. 
2 (esp. in phr. in receivership) the state of being 
dealt with by a receiver. 

receiving order 7. Bri/. an order of a court author- 
izing a receiver (see RECEIVER 3) to act. 


recent e aj. 1 not long past; that happened, 
appeared, began to exist, or existed lately. 2 not 
long established; lately begun; modern. 3 (Recent) 
Geol. = Hoocenr. @ n. (Recent) Geol. = HOLocEnr. 
[from Latin recens recentis| O recency 7. recently 
adv, recentness 7. 

receptacle . 1 a containing vessel, place, or space. 
2 Bot. ¥ the common base of floral organs. [from 
Latin receptaculum| 


florets 


receptacle 


flower 
stalk 


RECEPTACLE; 
CROSS-SECTION OF 
A SUNFLOWER SHOWING 
RUSE Cy BATE 


reception 7. I the act or an instance of receiving 
or the process of being received. 2 the manner in 
which a person or thing is received (gol a cool recep- 
tion). 3 a social occasion for receiving guests, esp. 
after a wedding. 4 a formal or ceremonious 
welcome. 5 a place where guests or clients etc. 
report on arrival at a hotel, office, etc. 6 a the 
receiving of broadcast signals. b the quality of this 
(we have excellent rec eplion). [from Latin receptio 

receptionist 7. a person employed in an office or 
Brit. a hotel to receive clients, guests, etc. 

reception room 7. esp. Bri. a room for receiving 
Visitors. 

receptive adj. 1 able or quick to receive impres- 
sions or ideas. 2 concerned with receiving stimuli 
etc. 0 receptively adv. receptiveness 1. receptiv- 
ity 2. 

receptor 7. (often aétrih.) Biol. an organ or cell able 
to respond to an external stimulus such as light, 
heat, or a drug, and transmit a signal to a sensory 
nerve. |Latin| 

recess e@ 7. 1 a space set back in a wall. 2 (often in 
pl.) a remote or secret place (he innermost recesses). 
3 a temporary cessation from work, esp. of Parlia- 
ment, or A. Amer. of a law court or during a school 
day. @ z. 1 ¢ make a recess in. 2 ir, place ina recess, 
3.N. Amer. a intr, take a recess; adjourn. b ¢ order a 
temporary cessation from the work of (a court etc.). 
[from Latin recessus] 

recession 7, 1 a temporary decline in economk 
activity or prosperity. 2 a receding or withdrawal 
from a place or point. [from Latin yecessto] G reces- 
sionary ad). 

recessional adj. sung while the clergy and choir 
withdraw alter a service. 

recessive adj. 1 tending to recede. 2 Genetics (of an 
inherited characteristic) appearing in_ offspring 
only when not masked by a dominant characteris- 
lic. & Mrapitism. O recessively adv. recessive- 
ness /. 

recharge vir 1 
o rechargeable ad). 

recheck e wv! & intr, check again. @ 7. a furthe 
check or inspection. 

recherché /ré-shair-shay/ adj. 1 carefully sought 
out; rare or exotic. 2 far-fetched. [French, literally 
‘sought out’| 

rechristen 7/7, 1 christen again. 2 give anew name 
lo. 

recidivist /ri-sid-1-vist/ n. a person who relapses 
into crime, [from Latin reerdivus| 0 recidivism 7, 


charge again. 2 reload. 


recipe 7. 1 a statement of the ingredients and 
procedure required for preparing a culimary dish, 


reclothe 


2 an expedient; a device for achieving something. 
3 a medical prescription. [Latin imperative, liter- 
ally ‘take, receive!’] 
recipient @ 7. a person who reccives something. 
@ adj. 1 receiving, 2 receptive. [from Latin recipient- 
‘receiving’ | 
reciprocal e adj. 1 in return (offered a reciprocal greet- 
ing). 2 mutual (their feelings are reciprocal). 3 Gram. (of 
a pronoun) expressing mutual action or relation (as 
in each other). @ n. Math. an expression or function so 
related to another that their product is unity (4 ay the 
reciprocal of 2). [from Latin reciprocus] 0 recipro- 
cally adv. 
reciprocate v. 1 é return or requite (affection 
etc.). 2 intr, (foll. by wzth) offer or give somcthing in 
return (reciprocated wth an invitation to lunch). 3 tr. give 
and receive mutually; interchange. 4 a ifr. (of a part 
of a machine) move backwards and forwards. b & 
cause to do this. [based on Latin reciprocatus ‘recipro- 
cated’| 0 reciprocation 7. reciprocator /. 
reciprocating engine 7. an engine using a piston 
or pistons moving up and down in cylinders. 
reciprocity 7. 1 the condition of being reciprocal. 
2 mutual action. 3 give and take, esp. the inter- 
change of privileges. [from French réciprocilé] 
recirculate vl, G inir. circulate again, esp. make 
available for reuse. 0 recirculation n. 
recital 7. 1 the act or an instance of reciting or being 
recited. 2 the performance of a programme of 
music by a solo instrumentalist or singer or by a small 
group. 3 (foll. by of ) a detailed account of (connected 
things or facts); a narrative. 0 recitalist z. 
recitation 7. 1 the act or an instance of reciting. 
2 a thing recited. 
recitative /ress-i-ta-teev/ n. 1 musical declama- 
tion of the kind usual in the narrative and dialogue 
parts of opera and oratorio, 2 the words or part 
given in this form. 
recite v, 1 & repeat aloud or declaim (a poem or 
passage) from memory. 2 mir give a recitation. 
3 f enumerate. [from Latin recifare| 0 reciter n. 
reckless adj. disregarding the consequences o1 
danger etc.; rash. [Old English] a recklessly adv. 
recklessness 1. 
reckon v. 1 /~ count or compute by calculation, 
2 tr. (foll. by iz) count in or include in computation. 
3 tr. consider or regard (reckon him wise, reckon them to 
be beyond hope). 4 tr. a (toll. by that + clause) be of the 
considered opinion. b (foll. by fo + ifm.) collog. 
expect (reckons to finish by Friday). e collog. think, 
suppose. 5 ii, a make calculations; add up an 
account or sum. b (loll. by zzth) settle accounts 
with. 6 intr, (foll. by on, upon) rely on, count on, 01 
hase plans on. 7 air, (foll. by ceith or wethout) take (or 
fail to take) into account. o reckon up I count up; 
find the total of. 2 settle accounts. to be reckoned 
with of considerable importance; not to be 
ignored, [Old English] 
reckoner 2, = ROADY REGRKONER, 


reckoning 7. 1 the act or an instance of counting 
or calculating. 2 a consideration or opinion, 3 a the 
setdement of an account. b an account. 

reclaim e 7/1 seek the return of (one’s property). 
2 claim in return or as a rebate ete. 3 bring undet 
cultivation, esp. from a state of being under water. 
4 win back or away from vice or error or a waste 
condition. @ 7. the act or an instance of reclaiming: 
the process of being reclaimed. [from Latin 7% 
claman ‘to cry out against] O reclaimable ad). 
reclaimer /. reclamation 7). 

reclassify «./ {-ies, -ied) classify again or differ- 
ently. 0 reclassification ». 

recline «. 1 inir in a horizontal o1 
leaning position, esp. in resting, 2 (7 cause to recline 
or move from the vertical. [from Latin zeclinare “to 
bend back’ | 


assume or be 


recliner 7) 1 a comtortable chair lor rechnme in 
2 a person who reclines. 
reclothe 7:/). clothe again or differently. 


R 


recluse 


RECORD 


Sound recording converts sound waves 
into electrical signals and stores them in 

a retrievable format. There are two main 
types of recording: analogue (records and 
tapes) and digital (such as CDs), On records, 
the signals are stored as a spiral groove; on 
tapes, they are recorded as varying levels of 
magnetism on two tracks. On CDs, the 
signals are transformed into binary 
numbers, represented by pits and spaces. 


TSE groove 


VINYL RECORD 
(ANALOGL E) 


recluse 7. a person given to or living in seclusion or 
isolation, esp. as a religious discipline. [from Old 
French rec/us(e) “shut away | 0 reclusive ad). reclu- 
Siveness 7. 

recode ?:/7, code again or differently. 

recognition 7. the act or an instance of recogniz- 
ing or being recognized. [from Latin recognitio| 

recognizance /ri-kog-ni-zanss/ 1. (also recogni- 
sance) 1 a bond by which a person undertakes 
before a court or magistrate to observe some condi- 
lion, e.g. to appear when summoned. 2 a sum 
pledged as surety for this. [from Old French 
recon(njissance| 

recognize «ft (also -ise) 1 identify as alreach 
known. 2 realize or discover the nature of. 3 ifoll. 
by ¢hat) realize or admit. 4 acknowledge the exis- 
tence. validity, character, or claims of. 5. show 
appreciation of; reward. 6 (loll. by as, for) treat or 
acknowledge. [from Latin recognoscere] GO recogniz- 
able adj. recognizability 7. recognizably adi: 
recognizer /. 

recoil @ ¢.in/r 1 suddenly move or spring back in 
fear, horror, or disgust. 2 shrink mentally in this 
way. 3 rebound after an impact. 4 (foll. by on, upon) 
have an adverse reactive eflect on (the originator). 
5 fof a gun) he driven backwards by its discharge. 
6 retreat under an enemv’s attack. @ 7. 1 the act or 
an instance of recoiling. 2 the sensation of recoil- 
ing, {from Old French reculer] 

recollect if: L remember. 2 succeed in remember- 
ing: call to mind. 

recollection 7. 1 the act or power of recollecting, 
2 a thing recollected. 3a a person's memory (/o the 
best of my recollection). B the time Over which memory 
extends (happened within my recollection). 0 recollect- 
ive ad). 

recolonize ¢:/?: also -ise) colonize again. Drecolon- 
ization ». 

recombination 7). Biv! the rearrangement ol 
genes, esp. by exchange between homologous 
chromosomes, to form a combination different 
from that of the parents. 

recombine ¢:/, © intr, combine again or differently. 

recommence i./. © wl, begin avain. O recom- 
mencement // 

recommend */7 1 suggest as fit for some purpose 
or use. 2 advisc as a course of action ete. 
mend that you 
conduct, etc. 


1 recom 
stay where you are, 3 (of qualities, 


make acceptable or desirable, 4 ifoll. 


Ob 
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COVPPNG Eo Texte 
\DIGITAL) 


by fo) Brit. commend or entrust (to a person or a 
person’s care). GO recommendable ad. recom- 
mendation 7, recommendatory adj. 

recompense e ¢./7, 1 make amends to (a person) or 
for {a loss etc.). 2 requite; reward or punish (a 
person or action). @ 7. 1 a reward; requital. 2 retri- 
bution. [based on Late Latin recompensatus ‘compen- 
satecl in return’| 


t 


recon 7. (often ativih.) C'S slang military reconnais- 
sance. 

reconcile «/ 1 make friendly again alter an 
estrangement. 2 (usu. in refl. or passive; foll. by fo} 
make acquiescent or contentedly submissive to 
(something disagreeable) (zes reconciled to 
failure). 3 settle (a quarrel etc.). 4 harmo- 
nize: make cornpatible. [from Latin recon- 
ciliare| G reconcilable ad. reconciler n. 
reconciliation 7. 

recondite adj. 1 (of a subject or knowledge) 
abstruse; out of the way; little known. 2 (of 
an author or style) dealing in abstruse know- 
ledge or allusions; obscure. [from Latin recondi- 
tus “hidden’] 

recondition vf 1 overhaul, refit, 
2 make usable again. 

reconfigure ¢/r configure again or diflerently. 
O reconfiguration 1. 

reconfirm «/; confirm, establish, or ratify anew. 
Oo reconfirmation 7. 


renovate. 


reconnaissance /ri-kon-1-sauss/ 7. 1 a survey of 


a region, esp. to locate an enemy or ascertain 
strategic features. 2 a preliminary survey. [French] 
reconnect ?:/7, counect again. O reconnection 7, 
reconnoitre /rek-jn-oi-ter/ ((°§ reconnoiter) 
e@ «1 & make a reconnaissance of. 2 int: make a 
reconnaissance. @ 7. a reconnaissance, [from Latin 
recognoscere “to recognize | 
reconquer ¢./7, conqucr again, O reconquest 1. 
reconsider 2./ © ini. consider again, esp. for a 
possible change of decision. 0 reconsideration n. 
reconstitute v/, Lo reconstruct. 2 reorganize. 
3 restore the previous constitution of (dried food 
etc.) by adding water. G reconstitution 1. 
reconstruct 2/7, 1 build or form again. 2 a forma 
mental or visual impression of (past events) by 
assembling the evidence for them. b re-enact (a 
crime}. 3 rcorganize, G reconstructable adj. (also 
reconstructible). reconstruction 7. recon- 
structive adj. reconstructor 7. 


moulhpuece 


recourse 


reconvene vf, & inf convene again, esp. afler a 
pause in proceedings. 
reconvert vir convert back to a former state. 
0 reconversion /. 
record e 7. /rek-ord/ 1 a’a piece of evidence or 
information constituting an account of something 
that has occurred, been said, etc. b a document 
preserving this. 2 the state of being set down or 
preserved in writing or some other permanent 
form (is a matter of record). 3 (in full gramophone 
record or .V. Amer. phonograph record) a disc 
carrying recorded sound in grooves on each 
surface, for reproduction by a record player. 
> xecorp. 4 an official report of the proceedings 
and judgement in a court of justice. 5 the facts 
known about a person’s past (has an honourable record 
of service). 6 (in full criminal record) aa hist of a 
person’s previous criminal convictions. b a history 
of being convicted for crime (has a record). 7 the best 
performance (esp. in sport) or most remarkable 
event of its kind on record (often attrib: @ record 
attempt). 8 an object serving as a memorial; a 
portrait. 9 Computing a number of related items of 
information which are handled as a unit. @ v.t7 /ri- 
kord/ 1 sct down in writing or some other perma- 
nent form for later reference. 2 < convert (sound, a 
broadcast, etc.) into permanent form for later 
reproduction, 3 establish or constitute a historical 
or other record of. ao break (or beat) the record 
outdo all previous performances etc. for the 
record as an official statement ctc. go on record 
state one’s opinion openly, so that it is recorded. a 
matter of record a thing estalolished as a fact by 
being recorded. off the record as an unofficial or 
confidential statement etc. on record officially 
recorded; publicly known. put (or set) the record 
straight correct a misapprehension. [from Latin 
recordan “to remember | 0 recordable adj. 
record-breaking d/irh.adj. that breaks a record 
isee RicoRD a. 7). 
recorded delivery 7. Brit. a Post Office service n 
which the dispatch and receipt of a letter or parcel 
are recorded. « 
recorder 7. I an apparatus for recording, esp. 
a tape recorder 2 a a keeper of records. b a 
person who makes an official record. 3 (usu. 
Recorder) (in England and Wales) a barrister 
or solicitor of at least ten years’ standing, 
appointed to serve as a part-time judge. 4 Aus. 
<a woodwind instrument like a flute but 
blown through the end and haying a more 
hollow tone. > woonwixn, o recordership 
n. {in sense 3), 
record holder », a person who holds a 
record (see kicoRD 7. 7). 
recording 1. 1 the process by which 
audio or video signals are recorded 
for later reproduction. 2 material 
or a programme recorded. 
recordist 7. esp. Brit. a person 
who records sound. 


Singer! 
holes 
record player 7. an ap- 
paratus for reproducing 
sound from gramophone 
records by means of a 
turntable and stylus ete. 


hollove shaft / 


recount v/r 1 narrate. 
2 tell in detail. 
re-count @ »./7, count 
again. @ n. a re-counting, 
esp. of votes in an election. 
recoup @:/7. 1 recover or regain (a loss). 2 compen- 
sate or reimburse for a loss. 0 recoup oneself 
recover a loss. [from Old French recouper ‘to 
retrench’] 6 recoupable adj. recoupment n. 
recourse ”. I resorting to a possible source of help. 
2 a person or thing resorted to. G have recourse 
to turn to (a person or thing) for help. 


RECORDER: 
EARLY L8PH-CLNTURY 
TREBLE RECORDER 


recover 


recover v. 1 fy regain possession or use or control 
of} reclaim. 2 mz return to health or consciousness 
or to a normal state or position. 3 #% obtain or 
secure (compensation ctc.) by legal process. 4 & 
retrieve or make up for (a loss, sethack, etc.). 5 refl. 


regain composure or consciousness or contro! of 


one’s limbs. 6 & retrieve (reusable substances) 
from industrial waste. [from Latin recuperare ‘to 
recupcrate’] O recoverable adj. recoverability 7. 

re-cover v./r, 1 cover again. 2 provide (a chair etc.) 
with a new cover. 


recovery 7. (pl. -ies) the act or an instance of 


recovering; the process of being recovered. 
recovery position 7. Brit. a position used to 
prevent an unconscious person from choking, the 
body being placed face downwards and slightly to 
the side, supported by the bent limbs. 
recreate wir create over 
0 re-creation 7. 


again; reconstruct. 

recreation n. 1 the process or means of refreshing 
or entertaining oneself. 2 a pleasurable activity. 
[from Latin recreatio| G recreational adj. re- 
creationally adv. recreative ad). 

recreation ground 7. Bril. public land for games 
GIG: 

recriminate 1. in/7, make mutual or counter accusa- 
tions. [based on medieval Latin — recriminatus 
‘accused in return’| 0 recrimination 7. 

recross v./7, G intr. cross or pass over again. 

recrudesce ».iniz. (of a discase or difficulty etc.) break 
out again. [from Latin recrudescere ‘to become raw 
again | 0 recrudescence 7. recrudescent «dj. 

recruit e 7. 1 a serviceman or servicewoman newly 
enlisted and not yet fully trained. 2 a new member 
of a society etc. 3 a beginner. @ 7 1 / enlist (a 
person) as a recruit, 2 é form (an army etc.) by 
enlisting recruits. 3 intz get or seck recruits. 4 & 
replenish or reinvigorate (numbers, strength, etc.). 
[earlier in sense ‘reinforcement’: based on Latin 
recrescere ‘to increase agam’] O recruiter 1. 
recruitfnent 1. 

recta fil. of rectum. 

rectal adj. of or by means of the rectum. o rectally 
adv. 

rectangle w. a plane figure with four straight sides 
and four right angles, esp. one with adjacent sides 
unequal. [from Latin rectus “straight + angulus 
‘angle’| oO rectangular ad). 

rectify vir (-ies, -ied) 1 adjust or make mght; 
correct, amend. 2 purify or refine, esp. by repeated 
distillation. 3 convert (alternating current) to direct 
current. [from medieval Latin rectificare] 0 rectifi- 
able adj. rectification 7. rectifier 1. 

rectilinear adj. (also rectilineal) 1 bounded or 
characterized by straight lines. 2 in or forming a 
straight line. [from Late Latin rectilineus| 

rectitude 7». 1 moral uprightness. 2 righteousness. 
3 correctness. {based on Latin vecius ‘right’| 

recto 7. (fi. -os) tthe right-hand page of an open 
book. 2 the front of a printed leaf of paper o1 
manuscript. [Latin recto (folio) ‘on the right (leaf )’| 

rector 7. la (in the Church of England) the incum 
bent of a parish where all tithes formerly passed to 
the incumbent (ef. vicar la). b (in other Anglican 
churches) a member of the clergy who has charge 
of a parish. 2 RC Ck. a priest in charge of a church 
or of a religious tnstituuion. 3 a the head of some 
schools, universities, and colleges. b (in Scotland) 
an elected representative of students on a univer- 
sity’s governing body. [Latin, literally ‘ruler’] 
Orectorial adj. rectorship 1. 

rectory 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a rector’s house. 2 (in the 
Church of England) a rector’s benefice. [from 
medieval Latin reclorial 

rectum ». (//. rectums or recta) thc final section 
of the Jarge intestine, terminating at the anus. 
> vicesiion. [from Latin rectum (intestinum) “straight 
(intestine) | 


recumbent adj. lying down; reclining, [from Latin 
recumbent- ‘lying back’| 0 recumbency n. recum- 
bently adv. 

recuperate ». 1 iniz, recover from illness, exhaus- 
tion, loss, etc, 2 tr regain (health, something lost, 
etc.), [based on Latin recuperaius ‘recovered’| 
O recuperable adj. recuperation 7. recupera- 
tive adj. recuperator 1, 


= Usage In sense 2, recover is preferable to recuperate. 


recur 2.inir. (recurred, recurring) I occur again; 
be repeated. 2 (of a thought etc.) come back to 
one’s mind. 3 (foll. by to) go back in thought or 
speech. [from Latin recurrere| 

recurrent adj. recurring; happening repeatedly, 
O recurrence n. recurrently adv. 

recurring decimal 7. a decimal fraction in which 
the same figures are repeated indefinitely. 

recursive adj. characterized by recurrence or repe- 
tition. [based on Late Latin vecursus ‘recurred’| 
O recursively adv. 

recusant /rek-yuu-zant/ 7. a person who refuses 
submission to an authority or compliance with a 
regulation, esp. hist. one who refused to attend 
services of the Church of England. [from Latin 
recusant- ‘refusing’ | O recusance n. recusancy 7. 

recycle «./, return (material) to a previous stage of a 
cyclic process, esp. convert (waste) to reusable 
material. O recyclable ad. recycler n. 

rede ai. (redder, reddest; 1 of or near the colour 
seen at the least-refracted end of the visible spec- 
trum, of shades ranging from that of blood to pink 
or deep orange. 2 flushed in the face with shame, 
anger, etc. 3 (of the eyes) bloodshot or red-rummed 
with weeping, 4 (of the hair) reddish brown, 
orange, tawny. 3 having to do with bloodshed, 
burning, violence, or revolution. 6 collog. commu- 
nist or socialist. 7 Red /us/. Russian, Soviet (ihe Red 
Armee x. La red colour or pigment. 2 red clothes 
or material. 3 collog. a communist or socialist. 4 the 
debit side of an account. 5 a red light. [Old 
English] 0 reddish adj, reddy ad. redly adz. 


redness n. 


red admiral 1. ¥ a butterfly, fanessa atalanta. with 
red bands on each pair of wings. 


UNDLRSIDI 


UPPLE SIDI 


RED ADMIRAL ( banesya atalanta) 


red blood cell vin. of nip cut. 

red-blooded adj. virile, vigorous 

redbreast 7. csp. Bril. collog. a robin. 

red-brick a/trih.ad. (of a British university) founded 
in the late 19th or carly 20th century. 

redcap 1. 1 Bri. slang a member of the milttary 
police. 2.M Amer a railway porter. 

red card . foolhall a card shown by the referee to a 
player being sent off the field. 


red-faced 


red carpet n. privileged treatment of an eminent 
visitor. 

red cell n. (also red blood cell) = revi nkocyn.. 

redcoat 1. fist. ¥ a British soldier (so called from the 
scarlet uniform of most regiments). 


cockade 
shart 
Ee 


scarlet coat _ ae — stock 


musket — knapsack strap 


bayonet 


crossbelt ~— 


~ muskel-lock 
brush 


cartridge box 


= breeches 


sling 
__- Stocking 


batt 
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red coral see corat 7. Ib. 

Red Crescent 7. an organization like the Red 
Cross in Muslim countries. 

Red Cross ». 1 an international organization (ori- 
ginally medical) bringing rehef to vicums of war or 
natural clisaster. 2 the emblem of this organization. 

redcurrant 7). lL a widely cultivated shrub, Aides 
rubrum. 2 a small red edible berry of this plant. 

red deer 7. a deer, Cervus elaphus, with a rich red- 
brown summer coat turning cull brown in winter. 
D DLL 

redden 7, 1 / 
blush. 


& inv. make or become red. 2 intr 


reddle ». red ochre; ruddle. {variant of kuppie) 

red dwarf ». an old relatively cool star. 

redecorate «/r decorate agam or differently. 
O redecoration ». 

rededicate ¢./r, dedicate anew, 0 rededication n. 

redeem »/7, L recover by expenditure of effort or by 
a stipulated payment. 2 make a single payment to 
discharge {a regular charge or obligation). 
3 convert (tokens or bonds etc.) into goods or cash. 
4 deliver from sin and damnation. 5 be a compen- 
sating factor in. 6 (foll. by from) save from (a defect) 
7 vefl. save (oneself) from blame. 8 purchase the 
freedom of (a person). 9 save (a person’s life) by 
ransom. 10 save or rescue or reclaim. 11 fulfil ca 
promise). [from Latin redimere| 0 redeemable adj. 

redeemer 7. 1 a person who redcems. 2 (the 
Redeemer) Christ. 

redefine v./7. define again or differently. o redefin- 
ition 7. 

redemption ». 1 the act or an instance of redeem- 
ing; the process of being redeemed. 2 a thing that 
redeems. [from Latin redemptio| o redemptive adj. 

redeploy ::/7. send (troops, workers, etc.) to a new 
place or task. O redeployment n. 

redesign 1.7, design again or differently. 

redevelop 2:7. develop anew (esp. an urban area) 
ao redeveloper 7. redevelopment 7 

red-eye 7. 1 ('S s/ang cheap whisky. 2 a red reflec- 
tion from a person's retina, seen in a flash photo- 
graph taken with the flasheun too near the camera 
lens. 3 (in full red-eye flight) co/log. an airline 
Hight on which a traveller is unable to get adequat 
sleep. 


red-faced adj. cabarrassed, ashamed 


red flag 


red flag nx. 1 the symbol of socialist revolution. 
2 a warning of danger. 

red giant 7. a relatively cool giant star. > srar 

red-handed ad. in or just after the act of commit- 
ting a crime, doing wrong, ete. 

red hat n. 1 a cardinal’s hat. 2 the symbol of a 
cardinal’s office. 

redhead 7. a person with red hai. 

red heat ”. 1 the temperature or state of something 
so hot as to emit red light. 2 great excitement. 

red herring 7. 1 dricd smoked herring. 2 a 
misleading clue or distraction. 

red-hot adj. t heated until red. 2 highly exciting. 
3 (of news) fresh. 4 intensely excited. 5 enraged. 

red-hot poker 7. » a culti- 
vated kniphofia, with the 
upper flowers in the spike red 
and the lower ones yellow. 

redial j./: © ini redialled, 
redialling: lS redialed, 
redialing) dial again. 

redid past of RLDO. 

rediffusion »). Bri/. the rclay- 
ing of broadcast programmes 
esp. by cable trom a central 
dite Grad WG be 

Red Indian ». esp. Bri. ofjens. 
an American Indian. 

redirect 7@/: direct: again. 
esp. change the acldress of (a 
letter). O redirection n. 

rediscover wir discover 
again. D rediscovery 1. ( pi. 
-ies). 

redistribute fr cistribute 
again or differently, o redis- 


tribution 7. redistribu- iAniphofia Adanta’ 
tive adj. 

redivide 7./ divicle again or cifferently. o rediv- 
ision /. 

red lead ». a red form of Jead oxide used as a 
pigment. 


Red Leicester see Liisi. 

red-letter day 7. a day that is pleasantly note- 
worthy or memorable 

red light ». 1 a red light used as a signal to stop on 
a road, railway, ete. 2 a warning or refusal. 

red-light district 1. a district containing many 
brothels, strip clubs, ete. 

red-lining 7. the practice of discriminating against 
certain neighbourhoods with regard to giving 
loans, mortgages, etc. [from the act of drawing a 
red line round such areas| 

red meat v. meat that is red when raw (e.g. beef or 
lamb; 

red mullet 7. ¥ a mullet of the family Mullicae. 
esp. Valet semuletus of Europe. valued as food. 


RED MULLET 
Vuletus vurmuletiuy) 


redneck 7. .\. Amer. offens. a politically conservative 
working-class white m the southern US 

redo ¢.fr, (3rd ving, prevent redoes: past redid: fav! 
part. redone) 1 do again or cdiflerenth. 2 recdec- 
arate 


redolent /red-6-lént/ ad 1 toll. by of, with) 


RED-HOT POKER 


strongly reminiscent or suggestive or mentally asso- 
ciated. 2 fragrant. [from Latin redolent- ‘rediffusing 
a sinell’] o redolence 7. redolently ade. 

redouble ¢. & intr, make or grow greater or more 
intense; intensify. 

redoubt 7. Afi/, an outwork or fieldwork usu. 
square or polygonal and without flanking defences. 
[from medieval Latin reductus *refuge’] 

redoubtable ad). formidable, esp. as an opponcnt. 
{from Old French redoutable| o redoubtably adv. 

redound 2/71/71 (foll. by fo) (of an action ete.) make 
a great contribution to (one’s credit or advantage 
etc.). 2 \foll. by xpon, on) come as the final result to; 
come back or recoil upon. [originally in sense ‘to 
overflow’: from Latin redundare ‘to surge’| 

red pepper vr. the ripe fruit of Capsiun 
CNN, 

redraft vi, draft (a document etc.) again. 

red rag 7. something that excites a person’s 
rage, 

redraw utr (past redrew; pas! part. 
redrawn) draw again or diflerently. 

redress e fr 1 remedy or rectify (a wrong 
ete.), 2 readjust; set straigh( again. @ 7. 
1 reparation for a wrong. 2 (fall. by of) the 
act or process of redressing (a grievance 
etc.). G redress the balance 
equality. [from Old French  redresse (n.), 
redresser (v.)| Q redressable adj. redressal 
n. redresser 7). (also redressor). 


restore 


red rose 7. the emblem of Lancashire or 
the Lancastrians. 

redshank 27. cither of two sandpipers, 
Tringa totanus and T. eryihropus, with bright 
red legs. 

red shift 7. the displacement of the spec- 
trum to longer wavelengths in the light 
coming from distant galaxies, quasars, ete. 
m1 recession, 

redskin 7. colloy. offers. an American Indian. 

red snapper ». an edible marine fish of the family 
Lutjanidae. 

red spider ». (also red spider mite) = spini.k aut. 

red squirrel ». ¥ the common Eurasian squirrel, 
Sciurus vulgaris, with reddish fur, 


RED 
SQUIRREL 
Nentrnes 
vulgaris) 


redstart 7. 1 any red-tailed 
European songbird of the 
genus Phoenwurus. 2 any of vari- 
ous American warblers of the family Parulidae 
with orange-red markings. [based on obsolete start 
(Old English s/eort) tal] 

red tape n. excessive bureaucracy or 

adherence to formalities. [from the red 
or pink tape used to secure official docu- 
ments] 
reduce 7. 1 f G@ int, make or become 

smaller or less, 2 fr (foll. by éo) bring by 

force or necessity (to some undesirable 

state or action). 3 convert to another 
(esp. suupler) form (reduced to a powder). 4 I. convert 
fa fraction) to the form with the lowest terms. 5. f: 
(foll. by fo) simplify or adapt by classification or 
analvsis (reduced to three issues). 6 I. make lower in 
status or rank. 7 ix jower the price of. 8 intr lessen 
one’s weight or size. 9 fr weaken (in a reduced slate). 
10 #& impoverish. 11 subdue; bring back to 
obedience, 12 mt: & ty Chem. a & combine or cause 
to combine with hydrogen, b undergo or cause to 
undergo acdition of electrons. 13 tr Chem. convert 


reed 


REDUCE 


In chemistry, a substance is reduced when 
it gains hydrogen during-a chemical reac- 
tion. The substance providing the hydro- 
gen is referred to as the reducing agent. 
Oxidation, the gaining of oxygen, occurs 
simultaneously with reduction. 


MODEL SHOWING reducing 
REDUCTION agent 


X & 
/ NN \ hydrogen 


oxygen atom / 
ox “ alom 


¥ 


hydrogen 
alom 


reduced 
molecule 


ee’ 


(oxide etc.) to metal, 14 # a (in surgery) restore (a 
dislocated ctc. part) to its proper position. 
b remedy (a dislocation etc.) in this way. 15. tr Cook- 
ery boul so as to concentrate (a sauce etc.). G reduce 
to the ranks demote tan NCO) to the rank of 
private. [Middle English in sense ‘to restore to ori- 
ginal position’: from Latin reducere] 0 reducer n. 
reducible ad). reducibility 7. 

reduced circumstances 77.//. poverty alier rela- 
live prosperity. r 

reductio ad absurdum /vi-duk-ti-oh ad al-ser- 
diim/ n. a method of proving the falsity of a 
premuss by showing that the logical consequence is 
absurd; an instance of this. [Latin, literally ‘reduc- 

ion to the absard’] 

reduction 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
reducing; the process of being reduced. 
2 an amount by which prices etc. are 
reduced. 3a reduced copy of a picture 
ete, [from Latin reductio| O reductive «adj. 

reductionism 7. 1 the tendency to o1 

principle of analysing complex things into 
simple constituents. 2 often derog the 
doctrine that a system can be fully under- 

stood in terms of its isolated parts. O reduc- 

tionist n. & adj. reductionistic ad). 

redundant adj. 1 superfluous; not needed. 
2 that can be omitted without any loss of 
significance. 3. Bril. (of a person) no longer 
needed at work and therefore unemployed. 
[from Latin redundant- ‘surging, overflowing’| 
Oo redundancy 1. (//. -ies). redundantly adv. 

reduplicate 7! L make double. 2 repeat. 3 repeat 
(a letter or syllable or word) exactly or with a shght 
change (c.g. hurly-burly). o reduplication n. 

redux ad. revived; restored. {Latin, from reducere 
‘bring back’] 

redwing 7. a migratory thrush, Turdus ifiacus. with 
red underwings showing in flight. 

redwood 7. a sequoia, esp. the very tall Sequoia 
sempervirens of the western US. 

reebok var. of suinsor. 

re-echo vin. G tr |-oes, -oed) 1 echo. 2 echo 
repeatedly; resound, 

reed @ 7. 1 a any of various water or marsh plants 
with a firm stem. b a tall straight stalk of this. 
2 (collect.) reeds growing in a mass or used as mater- 
ial esp. for thatching, 3 a the vibrating part of the 
mouthpiece of some wind instruments, made of 
reed etc. and producing the sound. & woonwinn. ba 


reed-bed 


reed instrument. ¢ (in p/.) the section of the orches- 
tra playing such instruments. @ vf, 1 thatch with 
reed. 2 fit (a musical instrument) with.a reed. [Old 
English} 

reed-bed 7. a bed or growth of reeds. 

reed bunting 7. a small brown bird, Embenza 
schoeniclus, of reed-beds and similar hahitats. 

reeded adj. Mus. (of an instrument) having a vibrat- 
ing reed. 

re-edit v./z, (-edited, -editing) edit again or differ- 
ently. 

reed mace 7. Pm a tall recdlike 
water plant, Zypha latifolia, with 
straplike leaves and a head of tiny 
red-brown flowers. 

re-educate v./7, educate again, esp. 
to change a person’s views. 0 re- 
education 7. 

reed warbler 7. any bird of the 
genus Acrocephalus, esp. A. scirpaceus, 
frequenting reed-beds. 

reedy adj. (reedier, reediest) 
1 full of reeds. 2 like a reed, esp. in 
weakness or slenderness. 3 (of a 
voice) not full. reediness n. 

reef! 7. a ridge of rock or coral etc. 
at or near the surface of the sea. 
[from Old Norse 7f‘rib’| 

reef* Naut. e n. each of several 
strips across a sail, for taking it in or rolling it up to 
reduce the surface area in a high wind. @ «iz, take in 
areef or reefs of (a sail). [from Old Norse mf‘rib’] 

reefer n. 1 s/ang a marijuana cigarette. 2 = ReirEK 
jacker. [based on reer?) 

reefer jacket n. a thick close-fitting double- 
breasted jacket. 

reef knot 7. » a double knot made 
symmetrically to hold securely and cast » 
off easily. > KNOW 

reek e ».inir. (often foll. by of) 1 smell strongly 
and unpleasantly. 2 have unpleasant or 
suspicious associauons. 3 give off smoke or 
fumes. @ 7. 1 a foul or stale smell. 2 esp. Sc 
smoke. 3 vapour; a visible exhalation (esp. 
from a chimney). {Old English| 

reel e 7. 1 a cylindrical device on which 
film, tape, etc., or Brit. thread ete., is wound. 
2 a quantity of thread etc. wound on a reel. 
3 W a device for winding and unwinding a 
line as required, esp. in fishing. 4 a revolving 
part in various machines. 5 a a lively folk or 
Scottish dance, of two or more couples 
facing each other. b a piece of music for 
this. @ z 1b & wind ona reel. 2 ¢ (foll. by a, 
up) draw (fish ete.) in or up by the use of a 
reel. 3 iniz. stand or walk or run unsteadily. 4 mtr. be 
shaken mentally or physically. 5 itr, rock from side 
to side, or swing violently. 6 inf, dance a reel. G reel 
off say or recite very rapidly and without apparent 
effort. [Old English] 0 reeler n. 


spool spindle 


reel cage 
drag adjuster 


spool ‘endfloat’ 
adjuster 


handk / 


reel foot / 


REEL: MULTIPLIER REEL USED 
ON A FISHING ROD 


REED MACE etc: 
(Typha latefolra) 


REEF KNOT 


re-elect vf, clect again, esp. to a further term of 


office. 0 re-election 7. 

re-eligible adj. eligible for re-election to a further 
term of office. 

re-embark v.iniz & tr go or put on board ship 
again. 0 re-embarkation 7. 

re-emerge vii. cmerge again. D re-emergence 
n. re-emergent ad). 

re-emphasize vir (also -ise) place renewed 
emphasis on. 0 re-emphasis 7. 

re-employ w/. employ again. o re- 
employment 7. 

re-enact v7, act out (a past event). 
O re-enactment n. 

re-engineer vir 1 redesign (a 
machine). 2 restructure (a company 
or its operations). 

re-enlist wif enlist again, esp. in 
the armed services. 

re-enter v./7, © intr. go back in. O re- 
entrance 7. 

re-entrant adj. 1 (of an angle. esp. 
in fortification) pointing inwards. 
2 Geom. reflex. 


entering again, esp. {of a spacecraft 
re-entering the Earth’s atmos- 
phere. 2 Jaw an act of retaking or 
repossession. 
re-establish w/r establish again or anew. O re- 
establishment 1. 
re-evaluate w./7, evaluate again or differently. 0 re- 
evaluation 7. 
reeve! 7. hist. 1 the chief magistrate of a town or 
district. 2 an official supervising a landowner's 
estate. 3 any of various minor local officials. [Old 
English] 
ae reeve® v./7 (past rove or reeved) Nau. 
"1 (usu. fol. by through) thread (a rope or rod 
etc.) through a ring or other aperture. 2 pass a 
rope through (a block ete.). 3 fasten (a rope o1 
block) in this way. 
reeve® n. a female ruff (see rrr’ 3). [17th- 
century coinage| 
re-examine v./; examine again or further 
(esp. a witness after cross-examination). 0 re- 
examination /i. 
re-export @ v./7 export again (esp. imported 
goods after further processing or manufacture), 
e 7. 1 the process of re-exporting. 2 something 
re-exported. © re-exportation 7. re- 
exporter /. 
ref 1. collog. a referee m sports. 
reface ?)./, put a new facing on (a builcling), 
refashion ?:/7, fashion again or differently. 
refectory 7. (//. -ies) a room used for communal 
meals, esp. in a monastery or college, & MoNasTery. 
[based on Latin reficere to refresh’ | 
refectory table ». a long narrow table. 
refer ». (referred, referring) (usu. foll, by fo) 1 /. 
trace or ascribe (referred their success to their popularity). 
2 fr consider as belonging (to a certain date o1 
place or class). 3 fz: send on or direct (a person, or a 
question for decision). 4 inf, make an appeal or 
have recourse to (referred to his notes). 3 ir send or 
direct (a person) to a medical specialist etc. 6 fr (toll. 
by back fo) send (a proposal ete.) back to (a lower 
body, court, etc.). 7 iin (foll. by to) (of a person 
speaking) make an allusion or direct the hearer’s 
attention (decided nol lo refer lo our other problems). 8 intr. 
foll. by fo) (of a statement ete.) have a particulai 
relation or be directed to (thi paragraph refers to the 
events of last year). 9 tr (foll. by to) interpret (a state- 
ment) as being directed to (a particular context 
etc.). 10 # fail (a candidate in an cxamination). 
[from Latin referre “to carry back’| 0 referable adj 
referee e 7. 1 an umpire esp. in football or boxing, 
2 a person whose opinion or judgement is sought 


re-entry 7. (f/. -ies) 1 the act of 


reflect 


in a dispute etc. 3 a person willing to testify to the 
character of an applicant for employment etc. 
e «. (referees. refereed, 1 ii. act as referee. 
2 tr. be the referee of (a game etc.). 

reference e 7. 1 the referring of a matter for deci- 
sion or settlement or consideration to some author- 
ity. 2 the scope given to this authority. 3 (foll. by fo) 
a arelation or respect or correspondence (success has 
little reference to merit). b an allusion (made no reference to 
it). ¢ a direction to a book etc. (or a passage in it 
where information may be found. d a book or 
passage so cited. 4 a the act of looking up a passage 
etc. or looking in a book for information. b the act 
of referring to a person etc. for information. 5 aa 
written testimonial supporting an applicant for 
employment etc. b a person giving this. @ alr 
provide (a book etc.) with references to authorities. 
O with (or in) reference to regarding; as regards. 
without reference to not taking account of. 
o referential ad. referentiality 2. 

reference book 7. a book intended to be consulted 
for information on individual matters rather than 
read continuously. 

reference library 7. a library in which the books 
are for consultation not loan. 

referendum 7. (//. referendums or referenda) 
1 the process of referring a political question to the 
electorate for a direct decision by general vote. 2 a 
vote taken by referendum, [Latin, literally ‘thing to 
be referred’ | 

referent n. the idea or thing that a word etc 
symbolizes. [from Latin referent- ‘referring’ | 

referral n. the referring of an individual. esp. a 
patient, to an expert or specialist for advice or 
treatment. 

referred pain 7. pain felt in a part of the body 
other than its actual source. 

refill @ 2./r 1 fill again. 2 provide a new filling for. 
e@7. 1 a new filling, 2 the material for this. 0 refill- 
able ad). 


refinance »./7, provide with further capital. 


refine 7. 1 #7 free from impurities or defects. 2 . & 
intr. make or become more polished or elegant 01 
cultured. 3 6. @ int; make or become more subtle 
or delicate in feelings etc. [influenced by French 
rafjiner| O refinable ad). 

refined adj. characterized by polish or elegance o1 
subtlety: 

refinement ». I the act of refining or the process 
of being refined. 2 lineness of feeling or taste. 
3 polish or elegance in manner. 4 an added devel- 
opment or improvement (a car wth several refme- 
ments). 5 a piece of subtle reasoning. 6 a fine 
distinction. 7 a subtle or ingenious example o1 
clisplay (all the refinements of reasoning). 

refiner 7. a person or company whose business is to 
refine crude oil, metal, sugar, etc. 

refinery 7. {pf/. -ies) a place where oil etc. 1s 
refined. 

refit e vi. ©& inix (refitted, refitting) make on 
become fit or serviceable again (esp. of a ship 
undergoing renewal and repairs). @ 7. the act or an 
instance of refitting; the process of being refitted. 
0 refitment 7. 

reflag u/, (reflagged, reflagging) change the 
national registration of (a ship). 

reflate v./r cause reflation of (a currency or eco- 
nomy etc.). [on the pattern of inflate, deflate] a re- 
flation 7. reflationary ad). 

reflect v. If (of a surface or body) throw back 
heat, light, etc.). 2 &: (of a mirror) show an image 
of, reproduce to the eye or mind. 3 ¢ correspond in 
appearance or cffect to (their behamour reflects a rersh to 
succeed). 4 b. a (of an action, result, ete. 
bring (credit, discredit, cub yaéso/.; usu. toll. by 
on, upon) bring discredit on. 5 a inf (often foll by m, 
upon) meditate on. b f (foll, by that, how, ete. + 
clause renund [from Latun 


reflectere | 


show o1 


oneself, 


consider: 


oA4 


reflectance 


reflectance n. Physics a measure of the proportion 
of light or other radiation falling on a surface and 
then being reflected or scattered. 

reflection 2. (also Bri/. reflexion) 1 W the act or an 
instance of reflecting; the process of being 
reflected. 2 a reflected light. heat, or colour b a 
reflected image. 3 meditation; reconsicleration (on 
reflection). 4 (often foll. by on) discredit or a thing 
bringing discredit. 5 (often foll. by on, upon) an idea 
arising in the mind; a comment or apophthegm. 


source light rays reflected light rays 
tt ‘ : 


\ Q : 
\ flat reflective surface 


REFLECTIONS UIGAT RAYS REREROWIET 
LROM A SMOOTH SURFACE 


reflective adj. 1 (of a surface etc.) giving a reflec- 
tion or image. 2 (of mental faculties) concerned in 
reflection or thought, 3 (of a person or mood etc 
thoughtful: given to meditation. o reflectively ad: 
reflectiveness ») 

reflectivity 1. Physic, the property of reflecting 
light or radiation, esp. reflectance as 
independently of the thickness of a material. 


measured 


reflector 7, 1 a picce of glass, metal, ete. for reflect- 
ing hght ima required direction, e.g. on the back of 

Zaat lescope etc 
mirror to produce images. > titescor.. b the mirror 
itself 

reflex e adj. 1 (of an action) independent of the 
will, as an automatic response to the 
a nerve (e.g. a sneeze). 2 (of an anelc 
180. 3 bent backwards. @ 7. La reflex action. 2 a 
sign or secondary manifestation t/a i @ refley 
publi opmuon 3 reflected light ora reflected imave 
[trom Latin veflerus| o reflexly ad 


a bicycle. & sicycis using a 


timulation of 


CXC ceding 


reflex camera ?). a camera with a ground-glass 
focusing screen on which the mi 


combination of lens and mirror. 


ge is formed by a 


reflexible ad). « 
ibility 1” 


reflexion /37/. var. of 


ipable of being reflected. o reflex- 


LEC iyo 


reflexive (rai. @ adj). 1 (of a word or form) refer- 
rmg back to the subject of a clause (e.g. mypvelf 
2iof averb) having a reflexive pronoun as its object 
as mn A oneself). @ nN 
esp. a pronoun, O reflexively adv. reflexiveness 
n. reflexivity / 


vreflexive word or lorm. 


reflexology ¥ a system of massage through 
rellex points on the feet, hands, and head, used to 
relieve tension andl treat illness, o reflexologist 7. 
lofi of hea hearl 
and 7 


diaphragm and 


VOM FHELUS 1d 
mq bladder 
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yt 


refloat w/y, set (a stranded ship) afloat again. 

refocus v/; (refocused, refocusing or re- 
focussed, refocussing) focus again or adjust the 
focus of. 

reforest v./7, = ReArvorest. D reforestation 7. 

reform e «1 /. G ini, make or become better by 
the removal of faults and errors. 2 ¢r abolish or 
cure (an abuse or malpractice). @ 2. 1 the removal 
of faults or abuses, esp. of a moral or political or 
social kind. 2 an improvement made or suggested. 
{from Latin reformare]) O reformable adj. re- 
formative adj. 

re-form 2/7, © int, form again. 0 re-formation 1. 

reformat ii: (reformatted, reformatting) 
revise or represent in another format. 


reformation 7. 1 the act of reforming or process of 


being reformed, esp. a radical change for the better 
in political or religious or social affairs. 2 (the 
Reformation, /is/. a |6th-c. movement for the 
reform of abuses in the Roman Church ending in 
the establishment of the Reformed and Protestant 
Churches. [Middle English] o Reformational ad. 

reformatory @ 1. ( //.-ies).N. Amer & hist. = RirorM 
SCHOOL. @ adj. relormative. 

Reformed Church ». a Church that has accepted 
the principles of the Reformation, esp. a Calvinist 
Church. 

reformer 7. a person who advocates or brings 
about (esp. political or social) reform. 

reformism #. 4 policy of reform rather than aboli- 
tion or revolution. 0 reformist 7”. 

Reform Judaism ». a sinplilied and rationalized 
form of Judaism. 

reform school 7. an institution to which young 
offenders are sent to be reformed. 

reformulate «1/7: formulate again or differently. 
co reformulation »; 

etc.) deflect (a ray 

ingle when it enters 


refract v/: Viol water, air, giass, 
of hght ete.) at a certain 
obliquely from another medium. > ics. [based on 
Latin vefractuy “broken agam’| O refraction xn. 
refractive adj 


source light rays 


defle led 
entering 
TaYS 


[ glass block 


deflected 
ONE 
rays 


REFRACT: LIGH] RAYS REERAC EID 
BY A GLASS BLOCK 


refractive index 1. the ratio of the velocity of light 
in a vacuum to Its velocity in a specified] medium 

refractor 7. 1 a refracting medium or lens. 2 a tele- 
scope using a lens to produce an image. & reLLsc opi 

refractory adj. 1 stubborn, unmanageable, rebel- 
lious, 2 a (of a wound, disease, ete.) not yielding to 
treatment. b (of a per ) resistant to infection. 
Zola hard to fuse or work. 0 refrac- 
torily adi. refractoriness / 


mn ete 
ubstance 

frain' foll. hy from) avoid doing | ion): 
refrain (.ii/7 (lO. Dy front) avoid doimye (an action 


forbear, desist. {from Latin refrenare “to bridle’) 
refrain® 

esp. at the cnds of 2 the music accom- 
panying this, [basecl on Latm refringen ‘to break 


again’, because the refrain “broke the sequence] 


La recurring phrase or number of fine 
tanzas 


refrangible adj. that can be refracted. [hased on 
Latin refringere “to break again’] 0 refrangibility 7 
refreeze wir G ini (past refroze: past! part 


refrozen) frceze agam 


regale 


refresh 7/7, 1 give fresh spirit or vigour to. 2 revive 
or stimulate (the memory), esp. by consulting the 
source of one’s information. 3 make cool. {from 
Old French refreschi(e)r| 

refresher 7. 1 something, that refreshes, esp. a 
drink. 2 Bri. Law an extra fee payable to counsel in 
a prolonged case. 

refreshing adj. 1 serving to refresh. 2 welcome or 
stimulating. O refreshingly adv. 

refreshment 7. 1 the act of refreshing or the 
process of being refreshed in mind or body. 2 (usu. 
in pl.) food or drink that refreshes. 3 something that 
refreshes or stimulates the mind. 

refried beans 7. (in Mexican cooking) pinto beans 
boiled and fried in advance and reheated when 
required. 

refrigerant @ 7. a substance used for refrigeration. 
D> REFRIGERATOR. @ adj. cooling. [from Latin refrigerant 
‘cooling down’ | 

refrigerate . 1 (7. G inir, make or become cool or 
cold. 2 i subject (food etc.) to cold in order to 
freeze or preserve it. [based on Latin refrgeraius 
‘cooled down’| 0 refrigeration 7. 

refrigerator 7.» a calvinct or room in which food 
etc. Is kept cold. 

refroze past of RurREKZE. 

refrozen /as/ part. of RurRrezi 

refuel ». (refuelled, refuelling, U/S refueled. 
refueling) I iniy, replenish a fuel supply. 2 é& supply 
with more fuel. 

refuge 7. 1 a shelter from pursuit or danger or 
trouble. 2 a person or place ete. offering this. 3 a 
traffic island. [from Latin refugium] 

refugee 7. a person taking refuge, esp. in a foreign 
country. 

refulgent adj. /ilerary shining; gloriously bright. 
[from Latin refudgeni- ‘shining anew’ | 0 refulgence 
n. refulgently adv 

refund e it; 1 pay back (money or expenses). 
2 reimburse (a person). @ n. 1 an act of refunding. 
2 asum refunded; a repayment.. [originally in sense 
‘to pour back’: from Latin refundere| o refundable 
ad). . 


refurbish »,/7, 1 brighten up. 2 restore and redecor- 
ate. 0 refurbishment 7. 

refurnish ¢./7, furnish again or differently. 

refusal 7. 1 the act or an instance of refusing; the 
state of being refused. 2 (in full first refusal) the 
right or privilege of deciding to take or leave a 
thing belore it is offered to others. 

refuse! /ri-fewz/ v./r, 1 withhold ac ceptance of or 
consent to. 2 (often fol]. by fo + infin.; also absol.) 
indicate unwillingness (/ refuse to go). 3 (often with 
double object) not grant (a request) made by (a 
person) (refused me a day off). 4 (also absol.) (of a 
horse) be unwilling to jump (a fence etc.). [from 
Old French] 0 refuser n 

refuse® /ref-yooss/ n. items rejected as worthless: 
waste. [Middle English] 

refusenik 7. 1 fist. a Jew in the former Soviet 
Union who was refused permission to emigrate to 
Israel. 2 a person who refuses to follow orders o1 
obey the law, esp. as a protest 

refute «/r 1 prove the falsity or error of {a state- 
ment etc. or the person advancing it). 2 rebut o1 
repel by argument. 3 disp. deny or contradict (with- 
out argument). [from Latin vefutare| o refutable ad). 
refutal n. refutation n. refuter 7. 


w Usage The use of refute in sense 3 is considered 
incorrect by some people. It is often confused in 
this sense with repudiate. 


reg 7. Brit. collog. = RUGISTRATION MARK 

regain 7./7, obtain possession or use of after loss 

regal ad. 1 royal; of or by a monarch or monarchs 
2 fit for a monarch; magnificent. [from Latin 
regalts| O regality n. regally ad: 


regale v./, 1 entertain lavishly with feasting. 2 (foll. 


regalia 


REFRIGERATOR 


In a refrigerator, a gas (refrigerant) is 
compressed (becoming warm) and then 
cools into a liquid in the condenser. When 
it reaches the evaporator, the pressure is 
released and the liquid expands into a 
cold gas that cools the air in the cabinet. 


The gas then returns to the compressor. 
small hole separates . liquid refrigerant 
high- and low- 
pressure pipes 


, Cvaporator 


condenser 


1 warm gas in 
high-pressure 
pipe 


A REFRIGERATOR 


coal gas in / 
low-pressure 


pipe 


COOLING MECHANISM OF 


insulation / compressor 


by wzth) entertain with (talk etc.). 3 (of beauty etc.) 
give delight to. [from French régaler] 

regalia y.//. 1 the insignia of royalty used at coro- 
nations. 2 the insignia of an order or of civic 
dignity. [medieval Latin, literally ‘royal privileges’] 


w Usage Note that regalia is a plural noun with no 
singular form in English. 


regard e vi: 1 give heed to; take into account. 
2 look upon or contemplate mentally in a specified 
way (J regard it as an insult). 3 gaze on steadily (regarded 
them suspwiously). 4 (of a thing) have relation to; have 
some connection with. @ 7. 1 (foll. by /o, for) attention 
or care. 2 (foll. by for) esteem; kindly feeling, 3 a 
gaze; a steady or significant look. 4 a point attended 
to (in this regard). 5 (in pl.) an expression of friendli- 
ness in a letter etc. (sent my best regards). O as regards 
concerning; in respect of. in (or with) regard to as 
concerns; in respect of. [from Old French] 

regardful adj. (foll. by of ) mindful of; paying atten- 
tion to. 

regarding prep. concerning; in respect of. 

regardless e adj. (foll. by of) without regard or 
consideration for. @ adv. without paying attention 
(carried on regardless). O regardlessly adv. regard- 
lessness 1. 


regatta 7. a sporting event consisting of a series of 


boat or yacht races. [Italian (Venetian), literally ‘a 
fight, a contest} 

regency n. (pi. -ies) 1 the office of regent. 2 a 
commission acting as regent. 3 a the period 
of office of a regent or regency commission. 
b (Regency) a particular period of a regency, esp. 
(in Britain) from 1811 to 1820. [from medieval 
Latin regentia| 

regenerate @ v. 1 ¢. @ intr. bring or come into 
renewed existence; generate again. 2 é improve 
the moral condition of. 3 / impart new and more 
vigorous life to (a person or institution etc.). 4 dir. 
reform oneself. 5 ¢, invest with a new and higher 
spiritual nature. 6 ini. & tr. Biol. regrow or cause 


(new tissue) to regrow. @ adj. 1 spiritually born 
again, 2 reformed. 0 regeneration n. regenera- 
tive ad). regeneratively adv. regenerator n. 

regent @ 7, a person appointed to administer a state 
because the monarch is a minor or is absent or 
incapacitated. @ ad. (placed after noun) acting as 
regent (Prince Regent). [from Latin regent- ‘ruling’| 

reggae 7. a W. Indian style of music with a strongly 
accented subsidiary beat. [W. Indian] 

regicide 7. 1 a person who kills or takes part in 
killing a king. 2 the act of killing a king. [based on 
Latin rex regis ‘king’] 0 regicidal adj. 

regime /ray-zheem/ 7. (also régime) 1 a method 
or system of government. 2 a prevailing order or 
system of things. 3 the conditions under which a 
scientific or industrial process occurs. 4 a (medical) 
regimen. [from French, related to recimin] 

regimen 7. esp. Ved. a prescribed course of exer- 
cise, way of life, and diet. [Latin] 

regiment e 7. 1 a a permanent unit of an army 
usu. commanded by a colonel and divided into 
several companies or troops or batteries. b an oper- 
ational unit of artillery etc. 2 (usu. foll. by of) a 
large array or number. 3 archaic rule, government. 
@ wir 1 organize (esp. oppressively) in groups or 
according to a system. 2 form into a regiment or 
regiments. [from Late Latin regimentum] 0 regi- 
mentation 7. 

regimental e adj. of or relating to a regiment. 
e@ n. (in pl) military uniform, esp. of a particular 
regiment. o regimentally adv. 

regimental sergeant major see sexciant Mor |. 

Regina /ri-jy-ni/ n. the reigning queen (following 
a name or in the titles of lawsuits, e.g. Regina v. Jones 
the Crown versus Jones). [Latin, literally ‘queen’ | 

region 7. 1 an area of land, or division of the 

Earth’s surface, having definable boundaries or 

charac teristics (a mountainous region). 2 an adminis- 
trative district esp. in Scotland. 3 a part of the body 
round or near some organ etc. (the lumbar region). 4a 
sphere or realm (the region of metaphysics). 0 in the 
region of approximately. [from Latin regio “direc- 
tion, district’] O regional adj. regionalism 1. 
regionalist 7. @ adj. regionalize v./7. (also -ise). 
regionally adv. 

register @ nr. 1 an official list e.g of births, 
marriages, and deaths, of shipping, of profession- 
ally qualified persons, or of qualified voters in a 
constituency. 2 a book in which items are recorded 
for reference. 3 a device recording speed, force, cte. 
4 (in electronic devices) a location in a store of data. 
5 a the compass of a voice or instrument. b a part 
of this compass (/ower register). 6 an adjustable plate 
for widening or narrowing an opening and regulat- 
ing a draught, esp. in a fire-grate. 7 aa set of organ 
pipes. > orcan. b a sliding device controlling this. 
8 = casH REGIsiER. @ v. 1 f& set down (a name, fact, 
etc.) formally; record in writing. 2 & make a mental 
note of; notice. 3 é enter or cause to be entered in 
a particular register. 4 fx entrust (a lettcr etc.) to 
registered post. 5 int, & refl. put one’s name on a 
register, esp. as an eligible voter, hotel guest, etc. 
6 i (of an instrument) record automatic ally; indi- 
cate. 7 a f express (an emotion) facially or by 
gesture (regzstered surprise). b intr. (of an emotion) show 
in.a person's face or gestures. 8 mr, make an impres- 
sion on a person's mind (did nol register). [from Late 
Latin regesta “things recorded’] 0 registrable ac). 

registered nurse 7. a nurse with a State certificate 
of competence. 

registered post 7. Bnt. a postal procedure with 
special precautions for safety and for compensation 
in case of loss. 

register office n. Bril. a State office where civil 
marriages are conducted and births, marriages, 
and deaths are cerufied. 


a Usage Register office is the official name, although 
registry office is often heard in colloquial usage. 


regular 


registrar 7. 1 an official responsible for keeping a 
register or official records. 2 Brit. the chief adminis- 
trative officer in a university. 3 a middie-ranking 
hospital doctor undergoing training as a specialist. 
{from medieval Latin registrarius]| O registrarship 2. 

registration 7. the act or an instance of register- 
ing; the process of being registered. (from medieval 
Latin registratio| 

registration document n. Brit. a document stat- 
ing the registered keeper of a motor vehicle. 


w Usage The official name is vehicle registration docu- 
ment. 


registration mark 7. (also registration 
number) a combination of letters and figures 
identifying a motor vehicle etc. 

registry 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a place or office where regis- 
ters or records are kept. 2 registration. [from 
medieval Latin regusterium| 

registry office n. = REGISreR OFFICE. 


a Usage See Usage Note at recisrer orvice. 


Regius professor /ree-}i-iis/ 7. (in the UK) the 
holder of a chair founded by a sovereign or filled by 
Crown appointment. [Latin regis ‘royal’] 

regrade »./r, grade again or differently. 

regress @ 7. I intr. move backwards, esp. (in abstract 
senses) return to a former state. 2 mtr. G tr. Psychol. 
return or cause to return mentally to a former stage 
of life. @ x. the act or an instance of going back. 
[based on Latin vegressus ‘stepped back’} 

regression n. 1 a backward movement, esp. a 
return to a former state. 2 a relapse or reversion. 
3 Psychol. a return to an earlier stage of development. 

regressive adj. 1 regressing; characterized by 
regression. 2 (of a tax) proportionally greater on 
lower incomes. O regressively adv. regressive- 
ness !. 

regret e@ w./, (regretted, regretting) (often foll. by 
thal + clause) 1 feel or express sorrow or repentance 
or clistress over (an action or loss etc.). 2 acknow- 
ledge with sorrow or remorse (J regret to say). @n. La 
feeling of sorrow, repentance, etc., over an action 
or loss ete, 2 (often in pl.) an (esp. polite or formal) 
expression of disappointment or sorrow at an 
occurrence, inability to comply, etc. Oo give (or 
send) one’s regrets formally decline an invita- 
tion, [from Old French regreter ‘to bewail’] 

regretful ad. feeling or showing regret. o regret- 
fully adi. regretfulness ». 


a Usage Kegretfully should be used only when ‘in a 
regretful manner’ is meant, e.g. She shook her head 
regretfully, and not where regrettably is meant, e.g. 
Regrettably, he cannot be here tonight. 


regrettable ad). (of events or conduct) undesirable, 
unwelcome; deserving censure. O regrettably ado. 


a Usage See Usage Note a at REGRETTUL, 


regroup wf, @ inix group or arrange again or 
differently. 0 regroupment n. 

regrow winit, GS fr. (past -grew, past parl. -grown) 
grow again, csp. after an interval. 0 regrowth n. 

regulable adj. able to be regulated. 

regular e adj. 1 conforming to a rule or principle: 
systematic. 2 harmonious, symmetrical {regular 
Jeatures). 3 acting or done or recurring uniformly or 
caleulably in time or manner. 4 conforming to a 
standard of etiquette or procedure. 5 properly 
constituted or qualified; pursuing an occupation as 
one’s main pursuit (has no regular profession). 6 Gram. 
jof a noun, verb, etc.) following the normal type of 
inflection. 7 collog. complete, thorough, absolute (a 
regular hero). 8 Eccl. (placed before or after noun) 

a bound by religious rule. b belonging to a religious 

or monastic order (canon regular). 9 relating to or 
constituting a permanent profe ssional body irregular 
soldiers}. @ n. 1 a regular soldier. 2 rollog. a regular 
customer, visitor, etc. 3 Ecc/. one of the regula 


9] 


regulate 


clergy. [from Latin regufariy] 0 regularity n. regu- 
larize «/r also -ise). regularization 1. regu- 
larly ad. 


regulate ¢/r 1 control by rule. 2 subject to restric- 


tions, 3 adapt to requirements. 4 alter the speed of 


ya machine or clock) so that it may work accurately. 
[based on Latin regula “rule’] O regulative adj. 
regulator 7. regulatory «d). 

regulation 7. 1 the act or an instance of regulating: 
the process of being regulated. 2 a prescribed rule. 
3 attrib) in accordance with regulations: of the 
correet type ete. 

regulo x. ,usu. toll, by a numeral) Brit. each of the 
numbers of a scale denoting temperature in a gas 
oven. [from Regu/o, proprietary term for a thermo- 
static gas oven control] 

regurgitate ¢./: 1 bring swallowed food’ up again 
to the mouth. 2 cast or pour out again (regurgitate 
fact. [based on mecheval Laun reguretates “zushed 
hack’] OQ regurgitation ». 

rehab »:. co/loy. rehabilitation. 

rehabilitate #/. 1 restore to effectiveness or 
normal life by training ete. esp. after imprison- 
ment or lness. 2 restore to former privileges or 
reputation or a proper condition. o rehabilita- 
tion »). rehabilitative «a. 

rehang (fr. (fast and pay! part. rehung hang ,esp. a 
picture or a curtain again or different. 

rehash e «f, put old material into a new form 
without significant change or improvement. @ 7. 
1 material rehashed. 2 the act or an instance of 
rehashing, 

rehear *./7 \ pas! and past part. reheard. hear again. 

rehearsal »). L the act or an instance of rehearsing. 
2 a tal performance or practice of a play recital, 

un 

rehearse ;: 1 #7. practise a play ete. for later public 
performance. 2 int. hold a rehearsal. 3. train a 
person! by rehearsal. 4 t recite or say over. 3 fr give 
a list off enumerate. [from Old Freneh rehercs7.er| 

reheat :./), heat again. O reheater 1 

reheel :./). ft a shoe ete. with a new heel. 

rehome {./). find a new home for a pet. 

rehouse ;./). provide with new housing. 

rehung fuav/ and pas! pail. of RUNG. 

rehydrate :. 1 int. absorb water again alter dehy- 
dration, 2 0. 
resfore to a palatable state. O rehydratable ad}. 
rehydration ». 

Reich whh 4». the former German State. esp. the 
Third Reich. [German, literally “empire’] 


add water to esp. flood again to 


m Usage Only Vlurd Reich is normal historical 


terminoloe, 


reign @ 5.11)! 
2 have power ot predominance: prevail confusion 
nun. 3 as reigning «d). 
currenth holding the title etc. @? 


L hold roval office: be King or queen. 


of a champion etc 

1 sovermients. 
rule. 2 the period during which a sovereign rules. 
[trom Old French sage “kinedony. e2gier to reign | 

reiki 7. a healing techmique based on the principle 
that the therapist can channel energy into the 
patient by means of touch, to acuvate the natural 
healing processes of the patients body. | Japanese, 
‘univetsal life energy |] 


Reilly var of Ruy 


reimburse <2 1 repay, a person who has 
expended money 2 repay a person's expenses 
fbased on medieval Latin mimasar “to put im a 
purse | © reumbursable «7. reimbursement ? 


reimport @ Import goods processed from 


exported materials .@ 2. LD the act or an instance of 
rennporung, 2 a remperted item, O reimporta- 
tion », 
rein @v. in vee or pe La lone narrow strap swith 
each end attached to the bit. used te wuide ar check 
a horse etc D> TARNISS. Stit TE NGUENG Zz ul nile 


device used to restrain a voung child. 3a means of 


control. @ ft: 1 check or manage with reins, 2 (fol. 
by up. backs pull up or back with reins. 3 (foll, by 2) 
hold in as with reins: restrain. 4 govern, restrain, 
control. 0 give free rein to remove constraints 
from: allow full scope to. keep a tight rein on 
allow hte freedom to. [based on Latin rerinére “to 
retain ] 
reincarnation ”. (in some belicfs) the rebirth of a 
soul In a new body. G reincarnate ©./). reincar- 
nate ad). 
i i reindeer 7. ,//. same 
=.) orreindeers <a sub- 


¥ 3 
ef arctic deer, Rangifer 
farandus, both sexes 


of which have large 
antlers. & pir, [from 
Old Norse /vemdiri] 


REINDEER 
Raneifer tarandny 
+ 


reinfect j./: infect again. Oo reinfection n. 

reinforce {./). strenythen or support, esp. with ad- 
ditional personnel or material or by an increase of 
quantity. size. ete. [ftom French enforcer] oO re- 
inforcer ". 

Vv concrete with metal 
embedded to inerease its tensile 


reinforced concrete ». 
bars or wire ete. 
strength. 


reinforce bars 


concrete 


a 


REINFORCED CONCRETE 


reinforcement 7. 1 the act or an instance of re- 
inforcing: the process of being reinforced. 2 a thing 
that remlorces. 30 in pl) remftorcing personnel or 
equipment ete. 

reinsert ¢./ inscrt again. O reinsertion 7. 

reinstate ¢./) 
2 restore .a 
0 reinstatement / 


1 replace in a former position. 
person ete, to former privileges. 
reinsure :./. 2. insure again esp. of an insurer 
securing himself by transferring some or all of the 
risk to another insurer. O reinsurance 7. 
insurer 


re- 


reintegrate #./: integrate back into society. o re- 
integration 7 

reinter :./. inter acorpse again. Oreinterment 1. 

reinterpret ;./. reinterpreted. reinterpreting 
interpret again or diflerendy, 0 reinterpretation n. 


relation 


reintroduce vf; introduce again. 0 reintroduc- 
tion 2. 

reinvent «./r invent again. O remvention 1. 

reinvest ¢./ invest again ,¢sp. Money in other prop- 
erty ctc.), O reinvestment 1. 

reinvigorate ¢:/: impart fresh vigour to, D reinvig- 
oration /. 

reissue @ ¢/: (reissues, reissued, reissuing) 
issue again or ina different form. @ r. a new issue, 
esp. of a record or previously published book. 

reiterate @//: say or do again or repeatedly: [based 
on Latin reiferatus ‘repeated again’) 0 reiteration 1. 
reiterative «/). 

reject ev’: 1 put aside or send back as not to be 
used or done or complied with etc. 2 refuse to 
accept or believe in. 3 rebuff’ or snub (a person), 
4 (of a body or digestive system) cast up again, 
vomit, evacuate. 5 Ved. show an immune response 
to (a transplanted organ or tissue) so that it fails to 
survive. @ 7. a thing or person rejected as unfit or 
below standard. [based on Latin rejectus “thrown 
back] orejectable adj. rejection n. rejective ad). 
rejector 7. 

rejectionist 7. a person who rejects a proposed 
policy ete.. esp. an Aral who refuses to accept a 
negoniated peace with Israel (often attrib.: rejectionist 
groupy). 

rejig «./r (rejigged. rejigging) esp. Bri/. 1 re-equip 
a factory ete.) for a new kind of work. 2 rearrange. 

rejoice ini: I feel great joy. 2 (loll. by that + clause 
or fo + infin. be glad. 3 \foll. by im. af) take delight. 
4 celebrate some event. [from Old French reir 
rjoiss-] O rejoicer n. rejoicingly adv. 

rejoin! «1 fr, & intr join together again: reunite. 
2b. join a companion ete. again, 

rejoin? ¢. 1 #7: say in answer; retort. 2 inh. Law reply 
to a charge or pleading in a lawsuit. 

rejoinder #. 1 whatis said in reph. 2 a retort. 3 Law 
a reply by rejoming. 

rejuvenate ¢./: make young or as if young again. 
[based on Latin jurents “voung’] O rejuvenation 7. 
rejuvenator . | 

rejuvenesce ;. 1 ini. become young again: regain 
vitalin, 2 Biol. a int. vof cells change to a more 
active form. b @.8change ‘rells) into a more active 
form, [Late Latin rejuvenevere vas xi-. Latin juzents 
young] OG rejuvenescent ad). resuvenescence ”. 

rekey ¢./7 esp. Computing re-enter itext or other data) 
using a key board. 

rekindle ¢:/:) & int. kindle again. 

relabel ¢./: (relabelled. relabelling: (‘S re- 
labeled. relabeling label esp. a commodity) 
again or differently. 

relaid fay! and past part. of wun. 

relapse @ @7n/r jusu. toll. by ino) fall back or sink 
again into a worse state after an improvement. @ 7. 
the act or an instance of relapsing, esp. a deteriora- 
tion ina patient's condition after a partial recovery. 
[from Latin relapyus “slipped back’) o relapser n. 

relapsing fever #. an infectious disease marked by 
recurrent fever, caused by spirochaetes of the genus 
Borrelia. 

relate ¢. 1 #. narrate or recount. 2 #. (in passive: often 
loll, by for be connected by blood or marriage. 3 o. 
usu. foll. by fo, with bring into relation with one 
another: establish a connection between. 4 intr 
toll. by te have reference to. 5 adr: \foll. by fo) bring 
oneself into relation to. [based on Latin relates 
‘brought back’| a relatable ad. 

related adj. connected. esp. by blood or marriage. 
O relatedness » 

relation 1. 1 a the way in which one person or 
thing is related to another. b the existence or effect 
of a connection, correspondence, contrast, or feel- 
ing prevailing between persons or things. esp. when 
qualified in some wav hear no relation to the facts: 
enjoved good relation for many years . 2a relative. 3 in 
fl. a toll. by with. dealings with others). b sexual 


relational 


Rte ANTES AVI I Es 

According to Albert Einstein’s general 
| theory of relativity, astronomical bodics 
Thi 
gravitational fields: the 
larger the body and subsequent distortion, 


distort space-ume, making tt curve 
distortion create 


path of 
p 
comet 


Sun ———4 


sHare-lime 


aieknye 
@istortian 


iossHip 1. 3. 5 a narration ‘hz 


b a narrati 


intercourse. 4 = k1 
relatwn of the eve .O in relation to 
as regards 

belonging to, or characterized 


relational «adj. 1 0 
by relation. 2 having relation 


relational database n. Computing a database str 
tured to recognize the relation of stored items of 
information 
relationship 7. I the fact or state of being relat« 
2 aa connection or associatic 
wip, b an emotional ‘esp. sexual, associauion 
en two people. 3 a condition I 1 
ted. 4 kinship 
relative e ad). 1 « 
relation to something clse im rel: 2 toll. 
by fo; proportionate to ‘somethir ni 
relat. input . 3 foll. by m ¢ 
compared with { n 5 
Ea 4 are 
adi NLaALeS b foll. DY )) in relatior 
relat dé h other.. 5 usu. foll, h in 


ence (the fac { 9 the 6 having mutual rel 


bem 
to being r 


nsidered or having sigmific 


mpareda O1 th anou 


tions responding in som 1 
other 
ring t ir <pre or impute LLL z n 
attaching a sun 
b of aclauss  utached t 

tive word. @ rn. 1 a person conn L by blood oi 
marriage. 2 a related t \ 
3 tn lative ) | 
[from Late Laun “hay ing refer 
relatively 


7 Gram. a (of a word, esp pro! 


origin 


tival adj. 1m sens 0 
relative atomic mass 7. the ratio of the 

mass OF one atom Fan ele 

the mass of ym rbon-]2 

relative density ”. ( uo of the density of 
a substance to the der dard. usu. watel 
Or all 

relative humidity v. the proportion of mot 

to the value for saturauor I 
relative molecular mass ». the ratio of th 

age mass of one molecule of m 
compounhe to one-tWw ‘lfth a if ] Om 
of are ede 

relativism 7. the doctrine that knowled truth 
inorality. et | 
tivist 7) 
relativistic PI yhenem 

rately described only by the theory of lativit 
0 relativistically 

relativity 7. 1 the fact or state of being elaty 
2 Physic) a special theory of relativity 


theory ba n the principle that all mouon 1 
relativ I t it nstant velocit 
b general theory of relativity; & a the x 
tending this to gt mand accelerat UO! 


the greater the field produced. As other 
astronomical objects tra 1 
tion, th 


distor- 


Trav ita- 


*] into the 


ir path is curved as tl 


] 


tional fields pull them in. Light is also 
curved in this wav. 


relaunch e :./r launch again. @ 7. an instance of 
relaunching something busin rp t 
relax: 1/:n ik ne le iff or rigid 
ortense. 2 0. & lo 
stl i 11¢ 
at l c tl 
5 /r as relaxed ad inperturb | 
Latir l 
relaxant @ drug eu that id redu 
een CLIT ye IR 
relaxation 7. 1 the act of relaxing or state of being 


relaxing it 
relay' en 
tuted i AXE 3) 
m | 1e | 
aj = 4 I 
= n t¢ 
5a 


y rel ‘ ltro Ole 


relay‘ f ind relaid lay in 
differer 

relay race I between teams st 
areata et a +“ 
relearn relearned 
relearnt 1 


release @ :./ t 
2 Leys { 
3 a mak u at 1 


un batsten 


n } 
pubic 4a I 
| bu rat 
lig 1¢ VO Hf i 
I }| I I 
releasable releaser 
relegate 1 hi 


position; demote. 2 
lo a sl Jeaeu sot 4 


relegation 
relent 1 | har i 
2 vield i s 31 . 


relief map 


relentless 1 unrelenting: insistent and uncom- 
promising. 2 continuous: oppre l nsta 
pre , relentlessly relent- 
lessness ) 
relet esp. Bri.e -letting: past and pas! part. -let 
let (a property for a further p dor t CW 
te it. @ 7. % relet propet 
relevant ¢ ften foll. by 4) bearing on or having 
refi rence to t ile ttey i i 1d. [fir a) 223 “di | 
Latin r r ing up] Oo relevance rele- 
vancy n. relevantly 
reliable « 1 that mai lied on. 2 of sound 


and consistent ct cter or q 5 reliability 7 
reliably 
reliance n. ‘foll. b rust, confidence ‘fut full 
reliance in vou. O reliant 
relic 7. 1 an object interesting | f ( 
assot wr NUN ~ 
boc t K 1 ND} ne 
oe 
4 I 
reli 
relict n of t su v pI t 


ie h yn, | 
relief. 1 ath 


WON ¢ I 1\ 


On RELIEF: \WCILNIT GRELA 
is toW-RI 

abel }) 
| 6 & a method 1 

1 g rin whi 1 id 
| I pi J ) i 
ind high relief low rehef « RR 

ing +I | 


0 tho nects cdepictect 


* 
L Is] bee, 
' ( Oo on relief « ea 
\ oe ; Stat 
sal 
[ 0 -4@ 
relief map 1. >» 
iu) hill 


RELIEF MAP 
NX / 


relief road 


relief road n. Brit. a road taking traffic around a 
congested area. 

relieve wf. 1 bring or provide aid or assistance to. 
2 alleviate or reduce (pain, suffering, etc.). 3 miti- 
gate the tedium or monotony of. 4 bring military 
support for (a besieged place). 5 rclease (a person) 
from a duty by acting as or provicling a substitute. 
6 (toll. by of) take (a burden or responsibility) away 
trom (a person). 7 bring into relief; cause to appear 
solid or detached. 0 relieve one’s feelings use 
strong language or vigorous behaviour when 
annoyed. relieve oneself urinate or detecate. 
[from Latin relevare to raise again’) 0 relievable 
adj. reliever n. 

relieved preduw.ad). freed from anxiety or distress (am 
very relieved to hear it). Orelievedly adv. 

relievo /ril-ee-voh/ 7. (also rilievo /ril-yay-voh/) 
(pl. -os) = rut 6. [from Italian rilievo] 

relight vz (past and past part. relighted or relit) 
light (a fire ete.) again. 

religio- comb. form 1 religion. 2 religious. 

religion 7. 1 the belicf in a superhuman controlling 
power, esp. in a personal God or gods entitled to 
obedience and worship. 2 the expression of this in 
worship. 3 a particular system of faith and worship. 
4 life under monastic vows (the way of religion). [from 
Latin religio ‘obheation, bond, reverence’ | 

religiose adj. excessively religious. 

religiosity 7. the condition of being religious or 
religiose. 

religious e adj. 1 devoted to religion; pious, devout. 
2 of or concerned with religion. 3 of or belonging 
to a monastic order. 4 scrupulous, conscientious (@ 
religous attention lo detail). @ n. (pl. same) a person 
bound by monastic vows. [from Latin religvsus| 
DO religiously adi. religiousness 7. 

reline «fr renew the lining of (a garment, bouer, 
eter: 

relinquish «/7 1 surrender or resign (a right o1 
possession). 2 give up or cease from (a habit. plan, 
belief, etc.). 3 relax hold of. [from Latin velinquere] 
Orelinquishment 7. 

reliquary 7. (p/. -ies) ¥ a receptacle for relics. [from 
French reliquatre] 
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relishe 7. 1 a great hikmeg or enjoyment. b keen v1 
pleasurable longing had no relivh for travelling, 2 aan 
appeuzing favour b an attractive quality ( fisAug 
fuses tts relish in winte.. 3a condiment eaten with 
plainer food to add flavour @ wf: La get pleasure 
out off enjoy greatly. b anticipate with pleasure did 
not relish what lay before her). 2 add relish to. {based on 
Old French reles, relates *remaincler’] 

relive ¢:/r live (an experience etc.) over again, esp. in 
the imagination. 

reload 7!) (also abyol. load again. 

relocate 7. I / locate in a new place. 2% & inh, 
move to a new place. G relocation 1, 

reluctant ad). wowilling or disinclined (most relia fant 
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to agree). [from Latin 7eluctant- ‘struggling against’] 
O reluctance 7. reluctantly ad). 

rely z.inir, (-ies, -ied) (loll. by on, upon) 1 depend on 
with confidence or-assurance (am relying on pour judge- 
ment). 2 be dependent on (relies on her for everything). 
[earlier in senses ‘to rally, be a vassal of”: from Latin 
religare ‘to bind together’ | 

REM /rem/ adr. rapid eye-movement. 

rem 7. (p/. same or rems) a unit of effective 
absorbed dose of ionizing radiation in human 
tissue, [from voentgen equivalent man] 

remade pas/ and past part. of REMAKE. 

remain w.ini, 1 be left over after others or other 
parts have been removed or used or dealt with. 2 be 
in the same place or condition during further time 
(remained at home). 3 (foll. by compl.) continue to be 
(remained calm; remains President). [from Latin remanére| 

remainder e 7. 1 a part remaining or left over. 
2 remaining persons or things. 3.a number left after 
division or subtraction. 4 the copies of a book left 
unsold when demand has fallen. @ z.f dispose of (a 
remainder of books) at a reduced price. 

remains /7.)/. 1 what remains after other parts have 
been removed or used etc. 2 relics of antiquity 
(Roman remains). 3 a person’s body after death. 

remake @ ./r (past and past parl. remade) make 
again or diflerently. @ ». a thing that has been 
remade, esp. a cinema film. 

remand e ?./7, return (a prisoner) to custody, esp. to 
allow further inquiries. @ 7. a return to custody. 
Oon remand in custody pending trial. [from Late 
Latin remandare “to commit afresh’ | 

remark e ¢. | /, a say by way of comment. b take 
notice of, regard with attention. 2 ir (usu. foll. by 
on, upon) make a comment. @ 7. 1 a written or 
spoken comment: anything said, 2 a the act of 
noticing or observing (worthy of remark). b the act of 
commenting (/el it pass without remark). [from French 
remarque (N.), remarquer (v.)] 

remarkable ad. 1 worthy of notice; exceptional. 
2 striking, conspicuous. G remarkably adv. 

remarry iini. G tr |-tes, -1ed) marry again. 
O remarriage 7. 

remaster ¢./: make a new master of (a recording). 

rematch n. a return match or game. 

REME /ree-mi/ abbr: (in the UK) Royal Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers. 

remedial ad. 1 affording or intended as a remedy 
vemedial therapy). 2 (of teaching) for slow or back- 
ward children, [based on Latin remedium ‘remedy’ | 

remedy e@ 2. (//. -ies) (ofien foll. ly for, agaist) La 
medicine or treatment (for a disease etc.). 2 a 
means of counteracting or removing anything 
undesirable. 3 redress; legal or other reparation. 
@ ¢/r, (-1es, -ied) rectify; make good. [from Latin 
remedium| 0 remediable ad). 

remember «:/, 1 kcep in the memory; not forget. 
2 \also absol.) a bring back into one’s thoughts. 
b olten foll, by fo + mfin. or thal + clause) have in 
mind (a duty, commitment, ete.) (ez! you remember to 
lock the door’). 3 think of or acknowledge (a person), 
tsp. in making a gift etc, 4 (loll. by /o) convey greet- 
ings from fone person) to (another) (remember me to 
your mother). 5 mention (in prayer). {from Late Latin 
rememorart| 

remembrance 7. 1 the act of remembering or 
process of being remembered. 2 a memory or 
recollection. 3a keepsake or souvenir, 4 un pi.) 
greetings conveyed through a third person. 

Remembrance Day 2, 1 = Ruaiaueanci, Stspay. 
2 hist. Armistice Day. 

Remembrance Sunday 27. (in the UK) the 
Sunday nearest 1} Nov. when those who were 
killed in the First and Sccond World Wars and later 
conflicts are commemorated, 

remind 2/7, L (foll, by of) cause (a person) to think 
of, 2 (isu. fol, by ¢o+ infin. or hat + clause) cause (a 
person) to remember a commitment cte. 


remote control 


reminder 7. 1 a a thing that reminds, esp. a letter 
or bill. b a means of reminding (leave it here as a 
reminder). 2 a memento or souvent. 

reminisce 7.7/7, indulge in reminiscence. 0 remi- 
niscer 7. ‘ 

reminiscence 7. 1 the act of remembering things 
past. 2 a a past fact or experience that is remem- 
bered. b the process of narrating this. 3 (in pl.) a 
collection in literary form of incidents and experi- 
ences that a person remembers. [based on Latin 
reminisced ‘to remember | 

reminiscent ad). 1 (foll. by of) tending to remind 
one of or suggest. 2 concerned with reminiscence. 
3 (of a person) given to reminiscing. 0 remuinis- 
cently adv. 

remiss adj. careless of duty; lax, negligent. [from 
Latin remissus ‘slackened’] G remissness n. 

remission 7. 1 Bri. the reduction of a prison 
sentence on account of good behaviour. 2 the 
remitting of a debt or penalty etc. 3 a diminution 
of force. effect, or degree (esp. of disease or pain). 
4 (often foll. by of) forgiveness (of sins etc.). [from 
Latin remissio] 

remit @ 7. (remitted, remitting) I /. cancel or 
refrain from exacting or inflicting (a debt or 
punishment etc.). 2 air & tx abate or slacken; cease 
or cease from partly or entirely. 3 & send (money 
etc.) in payment. 4 ¢y, a (foll. by /o) refer (a matter for 
decision etc.) to some authority. b Law send hack (a 
case) to a lower court. 5 fr a postpone or defer. 
b (fol. by in, mfo} send or put back into a previous 
state. 6 (7, Theol. pardon (sins etc.). @ n. 1 the terms 
of reference of a committee etc. 2 an item remitted 
for consideration. [from Latin remiftere] O remiut- 
table ad). 

remittance 7. 1 moncy sent, esp. by post. 2 the act 
of sending moncy. 

remix @ 7); mix again. @ 7, a sound recording that 
has been remixed to produce a new version (see MIX 
v. 8). G remixer n.* 

remnant 7. | a small remaining quantity. 2 a piece 
of cloth etc. left when the greater part has been 
used or sold. 3 (fall. by of) a surviving trace (a 
remnant of empire). [from Old French remenant] 

remodel «/r (remodelled, remodelling; U‘ 
remodeled, remodeling) 1 model again or 
differently. 2 reconstruct. 

remold (Svar. of remount. 

remonstrance 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
remonstrating. 2 an expostulation or protest. {from 
medieval Latin remonstrantia| 

remonstrate ?. 1 intr: (foll. by revth) make a protest; 
argue forcibly (remonstraled with them over the delays). 
2 fr (often foll. by that + clause) urge protestingly. 
[based on medieval Latin remonstratus ‘demon- 
strated’] 0 remonstration 7. 

remorse 7. 1 decp regret for a wrong committed. 
2 compunction; a compassionate reluctance to 
inflict pain (esp. welhoul remorse). [based on Latin 
remorsus “vexed | 

remorseful «¢). filled with repentance. Oremorse- 
fully ade. 

remorseless adj. without compassion or compunc- 
tion. Qremorselessly uv. remorselessness 7. 

remortgage e@ i:/7 (also absol.) mortgage again; 
revise the terms of an c¢xisting mortgage on (a 
property), @ 7. a different or altered mortgage. 

remote adj. (remoter, remotest) 1 far away in 
place or time. 2 situated away from the main 
centres of population. society, etc. 3. distantly 
related (a remote ancestor). 4 slight, faint (esp. not the 
remotest chance, idea, etc.). 5 aloof; not friendly, 6 (fol. 
by from) widely different; separate by nature (ideas 
remote fram the subject). {fron Latin remotus ‘removed’ | 
Oo remotely adi. remoteness n. 

remote control 1. 1 control of a machine or appa- 
ratus from a distance by means of signals transmit- 
ted from a radio or electronic device. 2 such a 
device. 0 remote-controlled ad). 


remote sensing 


remote sensing 7. the scanning of the Earth by 
satellite or high-flying aircraft. 

remould ({/S remold) e v./7, 1 mould again; refash- 
ion. 2 Brit. re-form the tread of (a tyre). @ n. a 
remoulded tyre. 

remount e wv. 1 a ¢ mount (a horse etc.) again. 
b wniz get on horseback again. 2 ¢ get on to or 
ascend (a ladder, hill, etc.) again. 3 / provide (a 
person) with a fresh horse etc. 4 / put (a picture 
etc.) on a fresh mount. @ n. 1 a fresh horse for a 
rider. 2 a supply of fresh horses for a regiment. 

removal 7. 1 the act or an instance of removing; 
the process of being removed. 2 esp. Brit. the trans- 
fer of furniture and other contents on moving 
house. 

remove @ 7/7. 1 take off or away from the place or 
position occupied; detach (remove the top carefully). 
2 a move or take to another place; change the situ- 
ation of (will you remove the tea things?). b get rid of; 
eliminate (wll remove all doubts). 3 cause to be no 
longer present or available; take away (all privileges 
were removed). 4 dismiss (from office). 5 (in passive; 
foll. by from) distant or remote in condition (the coun- 
try is not far removed from anarchy). 6 (as removed adj.) 
(esp. of cousins) separated by a specified number of 
steps of descent (a first cousin ewe removed = a grand- 
child of a first cousin). @ x. 1 a degree of remote- 
ness; a distance. 2 a stage in a gradation; a degree (2 
several removes from what I expected). 3a form or divi- 
sion in some British schools. [from Latin removere] 
dremovable ad. removability 1. remover ». 

remunerate «./7, 1 reward; pay for services rendered, 
2 serve as or provide recompense for (toil etc.) or to 
(a person). [based on Latin remuneratus ‘rewarded’| 
O remuneration 7. remunerative cd). 

Renaissance /ri-nay-sanss/ 7. 1 the revival of art 
and literature in the 14th 16th c. 2 the period of 
this. 3 » the culture and style of art, architecture, 
etc. developed during this era. 4 (renaissance) 
any similar revival. [French, literally ‘rebirth’ | 

Renaissance man 7. a person with many talents 
or pursuits. 

renal adj. of or concerning the kidneys. > kipnty, 
{based on Latin renes “kidneys’] 

rename 2/7, name again; give a new namie to. 

renascence 1. | rebirth; renewal. 2 = Rinassanct.. 

renascent adj. sprmging up anew; being reborn o7 
renewed. [from Latin renascent- “being reborn’ | 

renationalize vf (also -ise) take (a privatized 
industry) back into state control. o renationaliza+ 
tion #1. 

rend ?. (fas/ and past part. rent) archaic or literary 1 tr: 
tear or wrench forcibly. 2 ¢ @ mir split or divide in 
pieces or into factions (@ country rent by civil war). 3 tr. 
cause emotional pain to (the heart ete.). [Old 
English] 

render w./7, 1 cause to be or become (rendered us help 
less). 2 give or pay (money, service. etc.), esp. 10 
return or as a thing due (render thanks; rendered good for 
evil), 3 a give (assistance) (rendered aid to the injured 
man). b show (obedience etc.). ¢ do (a service etc.). 
4 submit; send in; present (an account, reason. 
etc.). 5 a represent or portray artistically, musically, 
etc. b act (a role); represent (a character, idea, etc.) 
(the dramatist’s conception was well rendered). c Mus. 
perform; execute. 6 translate (rendered the poem into 
French). 7 (often foll. by down) melt down (fat etc.), 
esp. to clarify; extract by melting. 8 cover (stone o1 
brick) with a coat of plaster. 9 /iterary give back; 
hand over; deliver, give up, surrender (render unto 
Caesar the things that are Gaesar’s). {trom Latin reddere 
‘to give back’|] 0 renderer 7. 

rendering ”. 1 a (he act or an instance of perform- 
ing music, drama, ete.; an interpretation or perfor- 
mance (an excellent rendering of the part). b a 
translation. 2 a the act or an instance of plastering 
stone, brick, etc. b a plaster coating of this kind. 

rendezvous /ron-day-voo/ @ . (pl. same) 1 an 
agreed or regular meeting place. 2 a meeting by 


RENAISSANCE 


The Renaissance saw an 
intellectual and artistic 
‘rebirth’ in Europe, built 
around an interest in 
naturalism and the 
revival of the art and 
literature of classical 
Rome. Architects studied 
proportions and features 
of Roman buildings, 
while painters developed 
an interest in allegory, 
myth, history, and the 
technique of perspective. 
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arrangement. @ zit (rendezvouses, rendez- 
voused, rendezvousing) meet at a rendezvous. 
[French, literally ‘present yourselves’ | 
rendition 7. an interpretation or rendering of a 
dramatic role, piece of music, [obsolete 
French, from rendre ‘to render’ | 


EtG. 


renegade e 7. a person who deserts a party or prin- 
ciples. @ ad. 1 traitorous, rebellious. 2 of changed 
allegiance. [from medieval Latin renegatus| 

renege /ri-nayg/ 2. (also renegue) I w/z a go back 
on one’s word; change one’s mind; recant. b loll, 
by on) go back on (a promise or undertaking or 
contract). 2 ¢, deny, renounce, abandon (a person, 
faith, etc.). [from medieval Latin renegare “to deny 
again | 

renegotiate 7/7, (also abso/.) negotiate again or on 
different terms. O renegotiable «ad. renegotia- 
tion /. 

renew ¢:/, 1 revive; make new again; restore to the 
original state. 2 resupply; replace. 
3 repeat or re-establish, resume after an interrup- 
tion (renewed our acquaintance, a renewed attach). & get. 
begin, make, say, give, etc. anew, 3 talso absol.) grant 
or be granted a continuation of {a licence, subserip- 
tion, lease, etc.). 6 recover (one’s youth, strength. 
etc.). Q renewable adj. 3 n. renewal i. 


reinforce; 


rennet 7. 1 curclled milk found in the stomach of an 
unweaned calf, used uy curdling nulk for cheese, 
junket, ete. 2 a preparation made from the stomach 
membrane of a calf or from certain fungi, used for 
the same purpose. [Middle English] 

renominate @./ nominate [oi 
office. OD renomination 1. 

renounce wf 1 consent formally to abandon (a 
claim, right, possession, etc.). 2 repudiate: refuse to 
recognize any longer (renouncing then father’ authority, 
3.a decline further association or disclaim relation- 
ship with (renounced my former friends). b withdraw 
from; discontinue; forsake. [from Latin renuntiaie| 
0 renouncement 7). renouncer // 
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renovate 2./7, I restore to good condition; repair. 
2 make new again. [based on Latin renovatus 
‘renewed ’| GO renovation 7), renovator 7. 

renown 7. fame; high distinction (a cily of greal 
renown). {from Old French renon] 

renowned «dj. famous; celebrated. 

rent! @ 7. 1 a tenant’s periodical payment to an 
owner for the use of land or premises. 2 payment 
lor the use of a service, equipment, ctc. @ 2 1 fr 
often foll. by /rom) take, occupy, or use at a rent 
irented a collage from the local farmer), 2 tr. (often foll. by 
out) let or hire (a thing) for rent. 3 ifr (foll. by az, for) 
esp. Amer be let or hired out at a specified rate 
(the land rents at_£100 per month). (from Old French 
rente| 

rent® 7. 1 a large tear in a garment etc, 2 an open- 
ing in cloucls ete, [from an obsolete variant of revp] 

rent? pas! and pas! part. of env. 

rent-a- comb.jorm often joc. denoting availability for 
hire (rent a-van: rent-a-crowd). 

rental 7. 1 the amount paid or received as rent 
2 the act of renting. 3. Amer a rented house ete. 

rent boy vn. Bri. a young male prostitute 

renumber v4, change the number or numbers 
given to. 

renunciation 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
renouncing or giving up. 2 self-denial. 3 a docu- 
ment expressing renunciation. [from Late Latin 
renuntiako| O renunciant x. & adj. renunciatory 
ad), 

reoccupy ?.//. (-ies, -ied) occupy again. 0 reoccu- 
pation /. 

reoccur jini, \reoccurred, reoccurring) occu 
again or habitually. O reoccurrence 1. 

reoffend ini. offend again: commit a 
offence. o reoffender 1 


furthes 


reopen i./). GS inh. open again 
reorder @ @/). ore! again. @ Ma renewed o1 
repeated order lor goods 


hoy 


reorganize 


reorganize 2/7 (also -ise) organize differently. 
0 reorganization 1. 

reorient v./ 1 give a new direction to (ideas etc.); 
redirect (a thing). 2 help (a person) find his or her 
bearings again. 3 change the outlook of (a person). 
4 (refl., often foll. by 0) adjust oneself to or come to 
terms with something. 

reorientate ?.// = kLOKIUN|. O reorientation 2. 

rep! collog. @ n. a representative, esp. a commercial 
traveller. @ r.inir. (repped, repping) act as a rep- 
resentative for a company, product, etc. 

rep? 7. collog. 1 repertory. 2 a repertory theatre or 
company. 

rep® x. (also repp) a textile fabric with a corded 
surface, used in curtains and upholstery. [from 
French reps] 

repack 2./7, pack again. 

repackage wl: 1 package again or diflerently. 
2 present in a new form. 0 repackaging n. 

repaginate v/: paginate again; renumber the 
pages of. 

repaid pas! and past part. of rerw. 

repaint e 7./ 1 paint again or differently. 2 restore 
the paint or colouring of. @ 7. an act of repainting, 

repair’ e vi 1 restore to good condition afier 
damage or wear. 2 renovate or mend by replacing 
or fixing parts or by compensating for loss or 
exhaustion. 3 set right or make amends for (loss, 


wrong, error, ctc.). @ 2. 1 the act or an instance of 


restoring to sound condition (in need of repair, closed 
during repair’. 2 the result of this (the repair is hardly 
visible). 3 good or relative condition for working or 
using (must be Kept in repair; in good reparr). (from Latin 
reparare| O repairable adj. repairer 7. 

repair® vinir. (foll. by fo) resort; have recourse; go 
often or in great numbers or for a specific purpose 
(repaired to Spain). [from Late Latin repatriare “to repat- 
riatc | 

repairman 7. (/)/. -men) a man who repairs 
machinery ete. 

repaper v./, paper (a wall ctc.) again. 

reparable /rep-a-ra-biil/ ad). (of a loss ete.) that 
can be made good. [from Latin reparabilis] 

reparation 7. I the act or an instance of making 
amends. 2 a compensation. b \esp. in pl.) compen- 
sation for war damage paid by a defeated state. 
[from Late Latin reparatio} 

repartee /rep-ar-tee/ 7. 1 the practice or faculty 
of making witty retorts. 2 a a witty retort. b witty 
retorts collectively. [from French repartie (fem.) 
‘retorted’, used as a noun] 

repast 7. esp. formal 1 a meal, esp. of a specified 
kind (a light repays). 2 food and drink supplied for or 
eaten ata mical, [based on Late Latin repastus ‘ted’ | 

repatriate @ i./c restore (a person) to his or her 
native land. @ 2. a person who has been repatriated. 
fhased on Late Latin repatriatus ‘repatriated’| 
O repatriation 7. 

repay &. (/as/ and pay! part. repaid: 1 fr, pay back 
money), 2 &. return (a blow, visit, ete.) 3 0. make 
epayment to (a person). 4 &@ requite ja service, 
action, etc.) unust repay then kindness; the hook repays 
close study. 5 tr give m recompense, 6 imix make 
repayment. O repayable ad. repayment 1. 

repeal e @/: revoke or annul (a law, an Act of 
Parhament, cte,. @ 7 the act or an instance ol 
repealing, [from Old French rapeler| 


repeat @@. 1 #. say or do over again. 2 & recite. 
rehearse, or reproduce jsomething from memory } 
repeated a poen). 3b. say or report (something heard). 
4 fr. imitate yan acuon ete). 5 ai, recur, appeal 
again (a repeating pattern). 6 bused for emphasis (an 
nol, repeat nol. going). 7 itr of food, be tasted mter- 
mittently for some ame after beige swallowed as a 
result of belching or indigestion, eu, La the acta 
an instance of repeating, b a thing repeated often 
athib.: repeat preseriplion). 2 a repeated: broadcast. 
3 fw, aa passage intended to be repeated. boa 


O94 


mark indicating this. 4 a pattern repeated in wall- 
paper etc, 0 repeat itself recur in the same form. 
repeat oneself say or do the same thing over 
again. [from Latin repetere ‘to seek again’| 0 repeat- 
able adj. repeatability n. repeatedly ad. 

repeater 7. 1 a person or thing that repeats. 2 a 
firearm which fires several shots without reloading. 
3 a watch or clock which repeats its last strike when 
required. 4 a device for the automatic retransmis- 
sion or amplification of an clectrically wansmitted 
messave. 

repel 7/7. (repelled, repelling) 1 drive back; ward 
off (repel an assailant). 2 refuse to accept. 3 be repul- 
sive to. 4 resist mixing with or admitung (o2/ repels 
water\. 5 (often absol.) ¥ (of a magnetic pole) push 
away from itself (/tke poles repel). [from Latin repellere] 
0 repeller n. 
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repellent e@ ad. 1 that repels. 2 disgusting, repul- 
sive. @ n. a substance that repels esp, insects ete. 
oO repellence 7. repellency 1. repellently adz. 

repent 7. 1 ir (often foll. bv of) feel deep sorrow 
about one’s actions ete. 2 tr (also absol.) wish one 
had not done, regret (one’s wrong, omission, etc.); 
resolve not to continue (a wrongdoing etc.), [from 
Old French repent] 0 repentance n. repentant 
adj. repenter 1, 

repercussion 7. 1 an indirect effect or reaction 
following an cvent or action (consider the repercussions 
of moving. 2 the recoil after impact. 3 an echo. 
[from Latin repercussio| 

repertoire /rep-er-twali/ 7. 1 a stock of picces 
etc. that a company or a performer knows or 1s 
prepared to give. 2 a stock of regularly performed 
pieces, regularly used techniques, etc. (ent through 
his repertoire of excuses). [from French repertoire] 

repertory 7. (//. -ies) L = xieixrom:, 2 the theatri- 
cal performance of yarious plays for short periocls 
by one company, 3 aa repertory company. b reper- 
tory theatres regarded collectively. 4 a store or 
collection, esp. of information, instances, ete. 
[from Late Latin repertortum| 

repertory company 7. « theatrical company thal 
performs plays from a repertoire. 

répétiteur 7. 1 a tutor or coach of musicians, esp. 
opera singers, 2 a person who supervises ballet 
rehearsals ete. [French] 

repetition 1. 1 a the act or an instance of repeat- 
ing or being repeated. b the thing repeated. 2 a 
copy. [from French repetition] 

repetitious adj. characterized by repetition, esp. 
when wnnecessary or Uresomc, O repetitiously 
adv. repetitiousness /. 

repetitive «adj. = 
repetitiveness /. 


RIGLIMIOUS. O repetitively adz. 


repetitive strain injury 7. jury arising from the 
prolonged use of particular muscles. 

rephrase @./), express in an alternative way. 

repine (71/7, lier@y tret; be discontented. 

replace 7./). 1 put back in place. 2 take the place of: 
he substituted for, 3 tind or provide a substitute for. 
4 solten fol, by teih, by) All up the place of. 5 \in 


report 


passive, often foll. by by) be succeeded or have one’s 
place filled by another; be superseded. o replace- 
able adj. replacer n. 

replacement 7. 1 the act or an instance of replac- 
ing or being replaced. 2 a person or thing that takes 
the place of another. ¥ 

replan w/, (replanned, replanning) plan again 
or differently. 

replant «./ 1 transfer (a plant etc.) to a larger pot, 
a new site, etc. 2 plant (ground) again. 

replay e v./ play (a match, recording, etc.) again. 
en. the act or an instance of replaying a match, a 
recording, or a recorded mcident in a game etc. 

replenish »./; 1 fill up again. 2 renew (a supply 
etc.). 3 (as replenished adj.) filled; fully stored or 
stocked; full. {from Old French vepleni7| a replen- 
ishment 7. 

replete adj. 1 filled or well-supplied. 2. stuffed; 
goreed; sated. [from Latin repletus ‘refilled’] 
do repletion 7. 

replica 7. 1 a duplicate 
of a work made by 
the original artist. 
2 > a facsimile, 
an exact copy. 
3 a copy or 
model, esp. on 
asmaller scale. 
{Italian| 

replicate v/v. 
1 repeat (an 
experiment etc.). 
2 make a replica 
of. 3 fold back. 
[from Latin repli- 
catus ‘retolded’] 
D replicable ad). 
(in sense 1). replicability 7. (in sense 1). replica- 
tive adj. replicator n. (esp. in sense 2). 


REPLICA 
OF AN ANCIUNT 
ROMAN HELME! 


replication 7. 1 the act or an instance of copying. 
2 a copy. 3 the process by which genetic material 
or a living organism gives wse to a copy of 
itself, 

reply @ ». (-ies, -ied) 1 mir make an answer, 
1espond in word or action. 2 (% say in answer (he 
replied, ‘Please yourself’). @ n. (pl. -ies) 1 the act of 
replying (what did they say in reply’). 2 what is replied; 
a response. [from Latin replicare ‘to unfold’, later ‘to 
reply’ 

repo NV. Amer. collog. @ n, a car or other item which 
has been repossessed. @ uf (repo’s, repo’d) 
repossess. 3 

repoint 7/7 point (esp. brickwork) again. 

repopulate wf: populate again or merease the 
population of. Gd repopulation 7. 

report e:. 1 / a bring back or give an account of. 
b state as fact or news. narrate or describe or 
repeat, esp. as an eyewitness or hearer etc. ¢ relate 
as spoken by another. 2 @ make an official or 
formal statement about. 3 ¢: name or specify (an 
offender or offence) (shall report you for insubordination: 
reported them to the police), 4 intr. present oneself as 
having returned or arrived (report to the manager on 
arrwal), 5 tr (also absol.) take down word for word 
or summarize or write a description of for 
publication. 6 ix a make, draw up, or send in a 
report. b (usu. foll. by on) investigate as a journalist: 
act as a reporter. 7 intr (foll. by lo) be responsible to 
(a superior, supervisor, etc.) (reports directly to the 
managing director). @ n. 1 an account given or opinion 
formally expressed after investigation or considera- 
tion. 2a description, summiary, or reproduction of 
an event, speech, or law case, esp. for the media. 
3 common talk; rumour. 4 the way a person or 
thing is spoken of (/ hear a good report of you}. 5 a peri- 
odical statement on (esp. a school pupil’s) work, 
conduct, ete. 6 the sound of an explosion. o report 
back deliver a report to the person, organization, 


reportage 


etc. for whom one acts ctc. report progress state 
what has been done so far. [from Latin reportare] 
O reportable ad. reportedly adv 

reportage /re-por-tahz// 7n. 1 the reporting of 
news etc. for the media. 2 the typical style of this. 
3 factual presentation in a book etc. 

reported speech 2. the speaker’s words with the 
changes of person, tense, etc. usual in reports, e.g. 
he said that he would go. 

reporter 7. 1 a person employed to report news etc. 
for the media. 2 a person who reports. 

report stage 7. (in the UK) the debate on a bill in 
the House of Commons or House of Lords after it 
is reported. 

repose! e 7. 1 the cessation of activity or excite- 
ment or toil. 2 sleep. 3 a peaceful or quiescent state; 
stillness; tranquillity. 4 Art a restful effect; harmo- 
nious combination. @ v. 1 intr, G rel. lie down in rest 
(reposed on a sofa). 2 tr. (often foll. by on) lay (one’s 
head etc.) to rest (on a pillow etc.). 3 indz lie, be lying 
or laid, esp. in sleep or death. 4 tr give rest to; 
refresh with rest. 5 ini (foll. by on, upon) be 
supported or based on. [from Late Latin repausare 
‘to pause again’ o reposeful adj. reposefully adv. 

repose? vir, (foll. by m) place (trust etc.) in. [earlier 
in sense ‘to replace, restore’: suggested by Latin 
repositus ‘replaced’ 

reposition v. I / move or place in a diflerent posi- 
tion. 2 intr. alter one’s position. ’ 

repository 7. (/. -ies) 1 a place where things are 
stored or may be found, esp. a warehouse or 
museum. 2 a receptacle. 3 a a book, person, etc. 
regarded as a store of information etc. b the recip- 
ient of confidences or secrets. [from Latin reposito- 
rium| 

repossess w./i; regain possession of (esp. property 
or goods on which repayment of a debt is in 
arrears). O repossession 7. 

repot v./7. (repotted, repotting) put (a plant) in 
another pot. 

repp vay of xev®, 

reprehend w./7, rebuke; find fault with. [from Latin 
reprehendere] O reprehension 7. 

reprehensible adj. deserving censure or rebuke: 
blameworthy. [from Late Latin reprehensibilis| 
Oreprehensibility 7. reprehensibly adi: 

represent v./ 1 stand for or correspond to (the 
comment does not represent all our views). 2 be a speci- 
men or example of (all types of people were represented 
in the audience). 3 act as an embodiment of; symbol- 
ize (the sovereign represents the majesty of the state, numbers 
are represented by letters). 4 call up in the mind by 
description or portrayal or imagination; place a 


REPRODUCTIVE 
ORGANS 


The human reproduc- 
| tive organs produce 
sex cells (ova in the 
female’s ovaries, 
spermatozoa in the 
male’s testes), and 
enable the fertilization 
of an ovum through 
sexual] intercourse. 
After fertilization, 
the uterus (womb) 
receives the ovum 
and provides a sate 
environment lor the 
developing foetus 
during the 9-month 
gestation period. 
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likeness of before the mind or senses. 5 serve or be 
meant as a likeness of. 6 a state by way of expostu- 
lation or persuasion (represented the rashness of it). 
b (foll. by fo) try to bring (the facts influencing 
conduct) home to (represented the risks to his client). 
7 (often foll. by as, to be) describe or depict as; 
declare or make out (represented them as martyrs; nol 
what you represent it to be). 8 (foll. by that + clause) 
allege. 9 show, or play the part of, on stage. 10 be a 
substitute or deputy for; be entitled to act or speak 
for (the Queen was represented by the Duke of Edinburgh). 
11 be elected as a member of a legislature etc. by 
(represents a rural constituency). [from Latin reprae- 
sentare| 0 representable ad). 

re-present v./7, present (esp. a cheque) again. 0 re- 
presentation 7. 

representation 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
representing or being represented. 2 an image, 
likeness, or reproduction of a thing, 3 (esp. in pi.) a 
statement made by way of allegation or to convey 
opinion. 0 representational ad). 

representative e ad. 1 typical 
2 containing typical specimens of all or many 
classes (@ representative sample). 3 a consisting of 
elected deputies etc. b based on representation by 
such deputies (representative government). 4 (foll. by of ) 
serving as a portrayal or symbol of (/epresentative of 
their aititude to work). @ n. 1 (foll. by of ) a sample, spec- 
imen, or typical embodiment of. 2 a the agent of a 
person or society. b a commercial traveller. 3 a 
delegate; a subsutute. 4a deputy in a representative 
assembly. O representatively adv. representa- 
tiveness /1. 

repress vi 1 a keep under; quell. b suppress; 
prevent from sounding, rioting, or bursting out. 
2 a suppress or control (thoughts, desires, etc.) in 
oneself or another. b Psychol. actively exclude (an 
unwelcome thought) from conscious awareness. 
3 (usu. as repressed adj.) subject (a person) to the 
suppression of his or her thoughts or impulses. 
[based on Latin 7epressus ‘pressed back’] o repres- 
sible adj. repression 7. repressive adj. repres- 
sively adv. repressiveness 7. repressor 7. Biochem. 

reprieve e@ 7/1 a relieve or rescue from impend- 
ing punishment. b remit, commute, or postpone 
the execution of (a condemned person). 2 give 
respite to. @ 7”. 1 a the act or an instance of repriev- 
ing or being reprieved. b a warrant for this. 
2 respite; a respite or temporary escape. [based on 
Old French repris ‘taken back’] 

reprimand e 7. an official or sharp rebuke. @ v/r 
administer this to. [based on Latin reprimenda 
‘(things) to be repressed’] 

reprint @ vf print again. @ 7. 1 the act or an 


of a class. 
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reproof 


instance of reprinting a book etc. 2 a a book ete. 
reprinted. b an offprint. 3 the quantity reprinted. 

reprisal n. an act of retaliation. [from medieval 
Latin reprisalia| 

reprise @ 7. l a repeated passage in music. 2 a 
repeated item in a musical programme. @ v.17 
repeat (a performance, song, etc.); restage, rewrite. 
[French fem. of repris ‘taken again’| 

repro 7. (p/. -os) (ofien attrib.) collog. a reproduction 
or Copy: 

reproach e 2.7, 1 express disapproval to (a person) 
for a fault ete. 2 scold: rebuke; censure. @ n. 1 a 
rebuke or censure (heaped reproaches on them). 2 a 
thing that brings disgrace or discredit (their behaviour 
is a reproach to us all). 3 a disgraced or discredited 
state (/we im reproach and ignominy). O above (or 
beyond) reproach perfect. [from Old French 
reproche (n.), reprocher (v:)| 

reproachful adj. full of or expressing reproach. 
oO reproachfully adv. 

reprobate e 7. an unprincipled person; a person of 
highly immoral character. @ ad. 1 immoral. 
2 hardened in sin. @ w/r express or feel disapproval 
of, censure. [from Latin reprobalus ‘disapproved’| 
0 reprobation 7. 

reprocess 2/7. process again or differently. 

reproduce 7: 1 /, produce a copy or representation 
of. 2 & replicate or cause to be seen or heard ete. 
again (/ried to reproduce the sound exactly). 3 intr. 
produce further members of the same species by 
natural means. 4 refl. produce offspring (reproduced 
itself several times). 0 reproducer n. reproducible 
adj. reproducibility 7”. reproducibly adv. 

reproduction 1. 1 the act or an instance of repro- 
clucing. 2 a copy of a work of art. 3 (attrib) (of 
furniture etc.) made in imitation of a certain style 
or of an earlier period. 4 the quality of reproduced 
sound. 0 reproductive adj. reproductively adv. 

reproductive organs 7. ¥ the internal and exter- 
nal structures of a person, animal, or plant which 
are concerned with reproduction, especially sexual 
reproduction, 

reprogram wr (also reprogramme) (repro- 
grammed, reprogramming) program (csp. a 
computer) again or differently. G reprogram- 
mable ad). 

reprographics »,)/. (usu. treated as sing) = REpROG- 
RAPHY. 

reprography 2. the science and practice of copy- 
ing documents by photography, xerography, ete. 
0 reprographic ad). 

reproof 7. 1 blame (a glance of reproof). 2 a rebuke. 
[from Old French reprove} 
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ik 


reprove 


reprove 7! rebuke. [from Late Latin reprobare ‘to 
disapprove | 0 reprovingly ad 

reptile 7. 1 v any cold-blooded scaly animal of the 
class Reptilia, including snakes, lizards. crocodiles, 
turtles, tortoises, etc. 2 a mean, grovelling, or repul- 
sive person. |from Latin repfils “crawling | 0 reptil- 
ian adj. G n. 

republic 7. a state in which supreme power is held 
by the people or their elected representatives or by 


REP ee 


Reptiles have waterproof skin covered in keratinous scales b. | 
| or shiclds, which enables them to survive in dry habitats. 
Most reptiles lay eggs. Unlike amphibians, they do not have 
a Jarval stage, and the young hatch as miniature forms of 
their parent. There are more than 6,000 species of reptile, : 
over 95 per cent of which belong to the order Squamata. : | 
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an clected or nominated president, not by a 
monarch etc. [from Latin res ‘concern’ + publicus 
‘public’| 
republican e «adj. 1 of or constituted as a republic 
2 characteristic of a republic. 3 advocating or 
supporting republican government. @ 7. 1 a person 
aclvocating or supporting republican government. 
2 (Republican) (in the US) a member 
or supporter of the Republi- 
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requisition 


can Party. 3 (also Republican) an advocate of a 
united Ireland. o republicanism 7. 

republish «i. (also absol.) publish again or in a new 
edition etc, O republication 1, 

repudiate v./7, 1 a disown; djsavow; reject. b refuse 
dealings with. c deny. 2 refuse to recognize or ohey 
(authority or a treaty). 3 refuse to discharge (an 
obligation or debt). [based on Latin repudiatus 
‘divorced ’| 0 repudiation 2. 


w Usage See Usage Note at rerure. 


repugnance 7. (also repugnancy) | antipathy; 
aversion. 2 inconsistency or incompatibility of 
ideas, statements, etc. [from Latin repugnantia| 

repugnant adj. 1 extremely distasteful. 2 contra- 
dictory. 3 incompatible. [from French répugnant] 

repulse e v./7 1 drive back by force of arms. 
2 a rebutf. b refuse. 3 be repulsive to, repel. @ 7. 
I the act or an instance of repulsing or being 
repulsed. 2 a rebuff. [based on Latin repulsus “driven 
back’ | 

repulsion 7. 1 aversion; disgust. 2 esp. Physics the 
force by which bodies tend to repel each other or 
increase their mutual distance. 

repulsive adj. causing aversion or loathing; disgust- 
ing. O repulsively adv. repulsiveness n. 

repurchase e 2/7, purchase again. @ 7. the act or an 
instance of purchasing again. 

reputable /rep-yuu-ta-bil/ adj. of good repute; 
respectable, 0 reputably adu: 

reputation 7. 1 what is generally said or believed 
about a person’s or thing’s character (has a reputation 
Jor dishonesty). 2 the state of being well thought of; 
distinction; respectability (an international reputation in 
her field). 3 (foll. by of, for + verbal noun) credit, 
fame, or notoriety (has the reputation of driving hard 
bargains). [from Latin reputatio} 

repute @ 7. reputation (Anown by repute). @ v.tr 1 (as 
reputed adj.) be generally considered or reckoned 
(1s reputed lo be the best)» 2 (as reputed adj.) passing as, 
but probably not (fis repuled father). [from Latin 
reputare| Q reputedly adi: 

request e 7. 1 the act or an instance of asking for 
something (came at his request). 2 a thing asked for. 
3 the state of being sought after; demand (i great 
request). 4 a a lettér etc. asking for a particular 
record etc. to be played on a radio programme, 
often with a personal message. b the record etc 
played in response to such a letter etc. @ v./ 1 ask to 
be given or allowed or favoured with (request @ hear- 
ng; request, your presence). 2 (foll. by ¢o + infin.) ask a 
person to do something (requested her to answer) 
3 (loll. by thal + clause) ask that. Oo by (or on) 
request in response to an expressed wish. [based 
on Latin requaestus ‘sought agam’] O requester n. 

request programme 7. a radio etc. programme 
composed of items requested by the audience. 

request stop ”. Bri. a stop at which a bus halts 
only on a passenger's request. 

requiem /rek-wi-em/ 1. 1 (Requiem) (also attrib) 
esp. RC Ch. a Mass for the repose of the souls of the 
dead. 2 \fus. a musical setting for this. 3 (often foll. 
by for) a memorial (hi 
[Latin accusative of requie 
Mass| 

require v./r 1 need; depend on for success or fulfil- 
ment (the work requires patience). 2 lay down as an 
imperative (required by law). 3 command; instruct (a 
person etc.). 4 insist on (an 
measure). 3 demand (of or from a person) as a right. 
6 wish to have (is there anything else you require?). [from 
Latin requirere ‘to search for] 0 requirement 71. 


book was a fitting requiem) 
‘rest’, initial word of the 


order; achon or 


requisite @ adj. required by circumstances; neces- 
sary to success etc, @ n. a thing needed. [from Latin 
reguisitus “NeCeSsary | 

requisition e 7. 1 an official order laying claim to 
the use of property or materials. 2 a formal written 
demand that some duty should be performed. 
3 being called or put into service. @ vr demand the 


requite 


use or supply of, csp. by requisition order, 5 under 
‘or in) requisition being applied, 
D requisitioner 7. 


used or 


requite ul, 1 mmake return for (a service). 2 reward 
or avenge fa favour or injury, 3 raake return ty (a 
person). 4 repay with good os evil (requile like for like, 
requile hate nth love, (based on obsolete quile, variant 
of of 11] 0 requital xn. 

reran pias! of «iu 

reread ifr, ‘pas! and past parl. reread, read again. 
0 re-readable a 

re-record 1-7, record again. 

reredos n. /uc/, ¥ an ornamental creen covering 


the wall at the back of an altar. © carioxar. [from 
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researchable researcher 


research and development 7. (in industry ct 
work directed towards the innovation. introduc- 
tion, and improvement of products and processes. 

reseat wl, 1 falso refl., scat (oneself, a person, ete., 
again. 2 provide with a fresh seat or scats. 3 realign 
or repair in order to fit fa tap, nail, ete., inte its 
former correct position. 

reseed wl, sow fan arca of land, with seed again. 
esp. grass seed. 

reselect wiz. select again or differently. o reselec- 
tion i. 

resell (7, (pasl and past part. resold, sell (an object 
etc.) aficr buyimg it. O reseller 7 

resemblance 2, ‘often foll. by lo, helween, of ) a like- 
ness or similarity. [frorn Anglo-lrench| 0 resem- 
blant ad). 

resemble wf, be like; have a similarity to, or the 
ame appearance as, {from Old French resembler| 


resent /ri-zent/ wir show or feel melignation at: be 
aggrieved by, [from obsolete French resentir| 
resentful adj. fecling rescntment. o resentfully 
adi. resentfulness ni 
resentment nz. ‘often foll, by af, of. indignant on 
bitter fecling :anees 
reservation 7. 1 the act o7 
or being reserved. 2 oom cu 
3 the thing booked, ¢.g. a hotel room. 4 an express on 


recment et 


wonstanee of reserving 


4 booking ‘of a 


tacit limitation or» xception to an 


5 ‘in full central reservation, (rl. a strip of Jane 
vs. 6 an area of 


reserved for occupation by N. American Indians et 


lanicl 


between road carniagew 


reserve @ utr L postpone. put aside. keep back for a 


later occasion or special use. 2 order to be specially 
retained or allocated fora paruc tiley person or ita 


ar umic. 3 retain or secure rue the rivht to, 


partic i 
4 postpone delivery of judgement ¢ @nla 
thing reserved for future use: an extra around 
merpy reserves. 2 a limitaven, qualification. o1 
exception attached to something thoul reserts 
3 self-restrair neence. 4 Bal. a company’s profil 
added to capital. 5 in sing or pl cts kept readily 
available cash or ata central bank. or as gold on 
foreign exe brane urrenry. © in yang or pol 
a troops withheld from action to reimlorce a1 
protect other  b additional military fore: avail- 
able 11) An) CTPCTECTN 7 amember of tk rlitary 
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resilient 


reshape wf, shape or form again or differently. 

reshuffle e@ vi 1 shuffle (cards) again. 2 inter- 
change the posis of (government ministers cte.) 
en. the act or an instance of reshuffling. 

reside v.iniz 1 (of a person, have one’s home, dwell 
permanently. 2 fof power, a right, ctc.) rest or be 
vested in. 3 fof an incumbent official, be in resi- 
dence. 4 sfoll. by im (of a quality, be present o1 
inherent in. [Middle English] 

residence 7. 1 the act or an instance of residing, 
2 athe place where a person resides. b the official 
house of a government minister etc. ¢ a Mansion. 
0 in residence living in or occupying a specified 
place, esp. for the performance of duties or work. 
[based on Latin residére “to reside’| 

residency n. (ji. -ies, 1 = xisioisct. 1, 2b. 2.\ Amer. 
a period of specialized medical training; the posi- 
tion of a resident. 

resident e x. 1 ‘ofien foll. by of) a a permanent 
inhabitant. b a bird of a non-migratory species. 
2a Gnit. a guest in a hotel ete, staying overnight. b O'S 
a person who boards at a boarding school. @ ad). 
1 residing: in residence, 2 a having quarters on the 
premises of one’s work etc. b working regularly in a 
particular place. 3 located: inherent ‘resident im tu 
nerves. 4 fof birds ete.) non-migratory. (from Latin 
resident “residing | Oresidentship 7. (in sense 3 of n. 

residential ad. 1 suitable for or occupied by 
private houses (residential area, 2 used as a residence 
residential hotel . 3 Vased on or connected with resi- 

dence (residential qualifuation for voters, O residen- 
tially adi 

residua p/, of xisini ys 


residual «d/ left as a residue or residu- 


um. G residually 


j. TEMA 


residuary ad). 1 of the residue of an estate (resid 


sull 


uary bequest. 2 of or being a residuum; residual: 
PCA 


residue x. I what is left over or remaims: a remain 


der: the rest. 2 Lau what remains of an estate after 


the payment of charge . debts, and bequests. 3 esp 
Chem. a residuum. [from Latin residuurn| 
residuum n. ae tall 
. C aborating cTysfadiine 
residua 1 Chem. » a ; 
dish residuum 
ubstance — deft ft 
combust rn Or CY¥apo- 


ration. 2 


Or resjdue’ [Latin liter- 


remamadey 


ally ‘that remaimine | 


resign « 1 often 

fol. by ror \ up 

onde orn employ tripod 
rmient t 2 alten 

fol. by nig wave up 

office, one employ- 

THCTAL surrender 

hand a right 

char k 3h 


rec oncne ye 
mind, ct to 


inevitable. [from I 


TPyUHATE t unseal. RESIDUUM: 
canccl’| O resigner r EXPERIMENT 10 
resignation Iu ae 
tor an instane of : : 
ny, {-ST7), troy 
on iol or offf 2Z the st f being resig } 
um Omplaining endur: OFrOw © fFic ul 
resigned «i en at } 
oneself: subri j resignedly 
resignedness 
resilient 1 oof a sul ee et springing 
back: resurming ait i sh I 
one Pe 2 (eri 
Ire 
resilienc resiliency 


resiliently 


resin 


resin @ 7. 1 » an aclhesive inflammable 
substance insoluble m water, secreted 
by some plants, and often extracted by 
incision, esp. from fir and pine. 2 (in 
full synthetic resin) a solid or liquid 
organic compound made by polymer- 
ization ete. and used in plastics ete. 
@ «./r (resined, resining) rub or treat 
with resin. [from Latin resina] O resin- 
ate v./ resinoid ad. © n. resinous 
ad). 
resist @ ¢. 1. withstand the action or 
effect of} repel. 2 i, stop the course or 
progress of; prevent from reaching, 
penetrating, ete. 3 fx abstain 
\pleasure, temptation, ctc.). & én strive 
agamst; try to impede; refuse to 
comply wath resis! arrest). 5 ini, offer 
opposition; refuse to comply. @ 7. a 
protective coating of a resistant subs- 
tance, apphed esp. to parts of calico 
that are not to take dye or to parts of 
pottery that are not to take glaze or 
lustre. OQ cannot (or could not ctc.) prey 
resist 1 foll. by verbal noun) [cel very Ol 
strongly inclined to (cannot resist teasing 
me}. 2 is certain to be attracted etc. by 
chocolate). [from Latin resistere] O resistant ad). 
resister 7. resistible adj. 


from 


can't resist 


resistance 7. 1 the act or an instance of resisting: 
refusal to comply. 2 the power of resisung, 3 a Biol 
the ability to withstand adverse condinions. b Ved. 
& Biol. lack of sensitivity to a drug, insecticide, etc., 
esp. Owing to continued exposure or genctic 
change. 4 the impeding or stopping eflect exerted 
by one material thing on another. 5 Physic, a the 
property of hindering the conduction of electricity, 
heat. etc. b the measure of this in a bocly. 6 a resis- 
tor. 7 (in full resistance movement: a secret 
organizauon resisting authority, esp. In an occupied 
COUNTY 

resistive ad). 1 able to resist. 2 Electr, of or concern- 
ing resistance 


resistivity 7. cf. a measure of the resisting 
power of a specified material to the flow of an elec- 
tric current. 

resistor 7). Eleciy, Wa device having resistance to the 
passage of an electrical current. > rio 

resit 5ril. @ 7./r (resitting; fast and past part. resat 
sit (an examination) again alter failing. @ z. the act 


or an instance of resiting an examinauon. 


resite ;./) plac eon another site: relocate 
resize 7/7. alter the size of. 
RESISTOR 


Resistors provide the electrical equivalent of fric- 
| tion. When current flows through a resistor, an 


RESIN SL_LCRETED 


wap he Glin tiie | 


| opposing voltage ts set up. Uhis hits the current 


reskill vf; teach, or equip with, new skills. 
resold past and pas! part. of resvit., 
resoluble ad. 1 that can be resolved. 
2 (foll. by iio) analysable. [from Latin 
resolubilis} 

resolute adj. (of a person or a person's 
mind or action) determined: 
purpose. [from Latin reyolutus ‘resolved’| 
oO resolutely adv. resoluteness 7. 
resolution 7. 1 a resolute temper or char- 
acter: boldness and firmness of purpose. 
2 a thing resolved on; an intenuon. 3 aa 
formal expression of opinion or intention 
by a legislative body or public meeting. 
b the formulation of this (passed a resolu- 
tion). 4 (usu, foll. by of) the act or an 
instance of solving doubt or a problem or 
question (towards a resolution of the difficulty). 
5 esp. Chem. separation into components; 
decomposition, 6 (foll. by alo) analysis: 
conversion into another form. 7 Aus. 
causing discord to pass into concord. 
8 Physics etc. a the smallest interval 
measurable by a scientific (esp. optical) 
instrument; its ability to distinguish very 
small or very close objects. b the degree of 
detail visible in a photographic or television image. 


TRUNK 


resolve e .. 1 inf make up one’s mind; decide 
firmly. 2 & (of circumstances etc.) cause (a person) 
to do this (events resolved him to leave). 3: tx (foll. by that 
+ clause) (of an assembly or mecting) pass a resolu- 
tion by vote. 4 inf, G Ir \often foll. by ito) separate 
or cause to separate into constituent parts: analyse. 
3 fr. solve; clear up: settle (doubt, argument, etc.) 
6 & S&S mir Mus. convert o1 be converted ito 
concord, @ 7. 1 aa firm mental decision or inten- 
tion; a resolution. b US a formal resolugon by a 
legislative body or pubhe mecting. 2 resoluteness; 
steadfastness. [from Latin resolvere] O resolvable 
ad). resolvability n. resolver n. 

resolved adj. resolute, determined. 0 resolvedly 
adv. resolvedness 1. 

resolving power 7. Phyyics an instruments ability 
to distinguish very small or very close objects. 

resonance »). 1 the reinforcement or prolongation 
of sound by reflection or svnchronous vibration. 
2 Mech. a concition in which an object or system 1s 
subjected to an oscillating force having a trequency 
close to its own natural frequency. 3 Chem. the 
property of a molecule having a structure best 
represented by two or more forms rather than a 
single structural formula. 4 Physics a short-lived 
subatomic particle that is an excited state of a more 
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or produces a voltage proportional to it. Lost resis- 


tors have a set resistance but some, such as potenu- — 


| ometers used as volume controls, are 
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firm of 


respectively 


stable particle. [Old French, from Latin resonantia 
‘echo’ | 

resonant adj. 1 (of sound) echoing, resounding; 
continuing to sound; reinforced or prolonged by 
reflection or synchronous vibration, 2 (of a body, 
room, etc.) tending to reinforce or prolong sounds 
esp. by synchronous vibration. 3 (often foll. by weéh) 
(of a place) resounding. 4 of or relating to reson- 
ance. {from Latin resonant- ‘echoing’] O resonantly 
adv. 

resonate produce or 
resound. [based on Latin 
O resonator i. 

resort e 7. 1 a place frequented esp. for holidays or 
for a specified purpose or quality. 2 a a thing to 
which one has recourse; an expedient or measure (a 
laxi was our best resort). b (foll. by te) recourse to; use 
of (w2thout resort lo violence). @ v.intr, 1 (toll. by éo) turn 
to as an expedient. 2 (foll. by ¢) go often or in large 
numbers to. Gin the (or as a) last resort when all 
else has failed. [from Old French sesortir ‘to come or 
go out again’ 

re-sort i:/7, sort again or differently. 

resound »./n/7. 1 (often foll. by with) (of a place) ring 
or echo, 2 (of a voice, sound, etc.) produce echoes; 
go on sounding. 3 a (of fame etc.) be much talked 
of. b (foll. by through) produce a sensation (resounded 
through Europe). [Middle English, suggested by Old 
French resoner| 


show 
resonalus 


resonance: 
echocd’] 


wat, 


resounding adj. 1 in senses of rusounv. 2 unmistak- 
able; emphatic (was a resounding success). O resound- 
ingly adv. 

resource @ 7. 1 an expedient or device. 2 (usu. in 
pl.) a the means available to achieve an end, fulfil a 
function, etc. b a stock or supply that can be drawn 
on. ¢ .\. Amer, available assets. 3 (in pl.) a country’s 
collective wealth or means of defence. 4 (often in 
pl.) skill in devising expedicnts (a person of greal 
resource). @ v.tr, provide with resources. 0 one’s own 
resources one’s own abilities, ingenuity, etc. [from 
French ressource] 0 resourceful ad). resourcefully 
adi. resourcefulness 7. resourceless adj, 
resourcelessness 7. 

respect @ 7. 1 defcrential esteem felt or shown 
towards a person or quality. 2 a (foll. by of, for) heed 
or regard. b (foll. by fo) attention to or considera- 
tion of (zerthout respect to the results). 3 an aspect, 
cetail, ctc. (except in this one respect). & relation (a 
morality thal has no respect to religion). 5 (in pl.) a 
person's polite messages or attentions (give my 
respects lo your mother). @ v.tr, 1 regard with deference, 
esteem, or honour. 2 a avoid interfering with, 
harming, degrading, insulting, mjuring, or inter- 
rupting. b treat with consideration. ¢ refrain from 
offending (a person, a person’s feelings, etc.). 0 in 
respect of (or with respect to, as concerns; with 
reference to. with (or with all due) respect a 
mollifyng formula preceding an expression of 
disagreement with another’s views. [from Old 
French] o respecter n. 

respectability ». 1 the state of being respectable. 
2 those Ww ho mabe Les pec table. 

respectable adj. 1 cleserving respect, 2 a of fair 
social standing, b having the qualities necessary for 
such standing. 3 honest and decent in conduct ete. 
4 of some merit or importance. 5 fairly good or 
competent (a respectable try). 6 (of activities, clothes 
etc.) befitting a respeetable person. 7 reasonably 
good in condition or appearance, 8 appreciable in 
nuinber, size, cic. O respectably adi 

respectful a/), showing deference. 0 respectfully 
adv. respectfulness 7 


respecting pref. with reference or 


Co) Koi oe 


regard to: 


respective adj. concerning or appropriate to each 
of several mclividually, 

respectively adv. for each separately or in turn, 
and in the order mentioned (she and I gave £10 and 


respell 


RESPIRATION 


| Human respiration relies on an involuntary 
muscle reflex that makes the diaphragm and 

| external intercostal muscles contract. This 
increases the volume of the chest cavity, and 
the pressure inside it drops. Air rushes in 


: STRUCTURE OF THE 
“ HUMAN RESPIRATORY 
SYSTEM 


sinuses 


nasal cavity 
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right 
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heart 
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respell wiz (past and pas! parl. respelt or 
respelled) spell again or differently. esp. phonct- 
cally. 

respiration 7. 1 a A the act or an instance of 
breathing. b a single inspiration or expiration; a 
breath. 2 Biol. in living organisms, the process 
involving the production of energy and release of 
carbon dioxide from the oxidation of complex 
organic substances. [from Latin respiratio} 

respirator 7. 1 an apparatus worn over the face to 
prevent poison gas, cold air, dust particles, etc., 
from being inhaled. 2 Afed. an apparatus for main- 
taining artificial respiration. 

respire v. 1 inir. breathe air. 2 intr. inhale and exhale 
air. 3 itr (of a plant) carry out respiration. 4 7 
breathe (air etc.). [from Latin respirare) 0 respira- 
tory ad). 

respite e 7. 1 an interval of rest or relief, 2 a delay 
permitted before the discharge of an obligation or 
the suffering of a penalty. @ vf grant respite to; 
reprieve, [from Old French respi/| 

resplendent ad). brilliant; dazzlingly or gloriously 
bright. {from Latin resplendent- ‘glittering anew] 
0 resplendence 7. resplendency n. resplen- 
dently adv 

respond jini 1 answer, give a reply. 2 act or 
behave in an answering or corresponding manner. 
3 (usu. foll. by fo) show sensitiveness to by behaviour 
or change (does nol respond to kindness). 4 (of a congre- 


through the nose, down the trachea, and 
into the lungs, where an exchange of oxygen 
and carbon dioxide takes place. As the 
muscles relax, the air (partly waste carbon 
dioxide) 1s forced back out of the lungs. 


_ brain stem 


nasopharynx 
oropharynx i pharynx 


= laryngapharynx 
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oesophagus 
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gation) make answers to a priest etc. [from Latin 
respondére| 0 respondence n. responder 7. 

respondente 7. 1 a defendant, esp. in an appeal on 
divorce case. 2 a person who makes an answer or 
defends an argument etc. @ ad. 1 making answer. 
2 (foll. by fo) responsive. 3 in the position of defen- 
dant. 

response 7. 1 an answer given in word or act; a 
reply. 2 a feeling, movement, change, etc., caused 
by a stimulus or influence. 3 ‘often im pl.) Evel. any 
part of the liturgy said or sung in answer to the 
priest. [from Latin responsum] 

responsibility 1. (//. -tes) La (often foll. by /or, of } 
the state or fact of being responsible. b the ability 
to act independently and make decisions (a job wth 
more responsibility), 2 the person or thing for which 
one is responsible (she’s my responsibility). 

responsible adj. 1 (often foll. by /o, for) liable to be 
called to account (to a person or for a thing). 


2 morally accountable for one’s actions; capable of 


rational conduct. 3 of good credit. position, or 
repute; respectable; evidently trustworthy. 4 (often 
foll. by for) being the primary cause (a short circuit was 
responsthle), 5 involving responsibility (a responsible 
job). [based on Latin respondére respons- “to respond’ | 
cd responsibleness n. responsibly ad. 
responsive adj. 1 (often foll. by fo) responding read- 
ily (to some influence). 2 sympathetic; impression- 
able, 0 responsively ad:. responsiveness 1). 


restore 


respray @ v7. spray again (esp. to change the colour 
of the paint on a vehicle). @ 7. the act or an instance 
of respraying. 

rest! ev. 1 if ceasc, abstain, or be relieved from 
exertion, action, etc. 2 iz be still or asleep, esp. to 
refresh oneself. 3 & give relief or repose to (a stool to 
rest my legs). 4 intr. (foll. by on, upon, against) le on; be 
supported by; be spread out on; be propped 
against. 5 intr. (foll. by on, upon) depend, be based, or 
rely on. 6 intr (foll. by on, upon) (of a look) alight or 
be steadily directed on. 7 ¢ (foll. by on, upon) place 
for support or foundation. 8 zx (of a problem or 
subject) be left without further investigation or 
discussion (let the matter rest). 9 intr. a lie in death. 
b (foll. by zm) lie buried in (a churchyard etc.). 10 #: 
(as rested adj.) refreshed or reinvigorated by rest- 
ing, @ n. 1 repose or sleep, esp. in bed at night. 2 the 
cessation of exertion, worry, etc. 3 a period of rest- 
ing. 4 a support or prop for holding or steadying 
something. 5 Afus. a an interval of silence of a spec- 
ified duration. & notarion. b the sign denoting this. 
oO at rest not moving; not agitated or troubled; 
dead. be resting Brit. euphem. (of an actor) be out 
of work, rest one’s case conclude one’s argument 
etc. rest on one’s laurels sce 1.\urel.. rest up US 
rest oneself thoroughly. set at rest settle or relieve 
(a question, a person’s mind], etc.). [Old English] 

rest® @ x, (prec. by the) the remaining part or parts; 
the others; the remainder of some quantity or 
number, @ v.ini, 1 remain in a specified state (rest 
assured). 2 (foll. by wth) be left in the hands or 
charge of. o for the rest as regards anything else. 
[from Latin res/are] 

restage 2/7, stage (a play etc.) again or differently. 

restart e v/7, @ ini. begin again. @ n. a new begin- 
ning. 

restate v./r express again or differently, esp. more 
clearly or convincingly. o restatement 7. 

restaurant 7. public premises where meals or 
refreshments may be had. [French] 

restaurant car »!. Bri/. a dining car on a train. 

restaurateur 7. a restaurant-keeper. [French] 


m Usage The word restaurateur is frequently 
misspelt restauranteur under the influence of the 
word restaurant. 


rest-cure 7. a rest usu. of some wecks as a medical 
treatment, 

restful «dj. 1 favourable to quiet or repose. 2 free 
from disturbing influences. 3 soothing. 0 restfully 
adv. restfulness n. 

rest home 1. a place where old or frail people can 
be cared for. 

restitution 7. 1 (often foll. by of) the act or an 
instance of restoring a thing to its proper owner. 
2 reparation for an injury (esp. make restitution). 
{from Latin restitulio] O restitutive ad). 

restive adj. lt fidgety; restless. 2 (of a horsc) refusing 
to advance. [from Old French restif -ive] 0 restive- 
ly adv, restiveness n. 

restless adj. 1 finding or affording no rest. 
2 uneasy; agitated. 3 constantly in motion, fidget- 
ing, ctc. Orestlessly adv. restlessness n. 

restock /../7 (also absol.) stock again or differently. 

restoration 7. 1 the act or an instance of restoring 
or being restored. 2 a model or drawing represent- 
ing the supposed original form of a_ thing. 
3 Restoration) /is/. (prec. by the) the re-establish- 
ment of Charles I as King of England in 1660. 

restorative e adj, tending to restore health or 
strength. @ 7. a restorative medicine, food, ete. 

restore ?./r, 1 bring back or attempt to bring back to 
the original state by rebuilding, repairing, repaint- 
ing, emending, etc. 2 bring back to health etc.: 
cure. 3 give back ta the original owner etc. 4 rein- 
state: bring back to dignity or nght. 5 replace; put 
back; bring back to a former condition. {from Latin 
reslaware| OD restorable adj. restorer 


male 


restrain 


restrain v./7, 1 (often zefl.; usu. foll. by from) check or 
hold in; keep in check or under control or within 
bounds. 2 repress; keep down. 3 confine; imprison. 
[from Latin restringere ‘to bind fast’] o restrainable 
adj. restrainer 7. 

restrainedly «dz. with self-restraint. 

restraint 7. 1 the act or an instance of restraining 

being restramed. 2 a stoppage; a check; a 

controlling agency or influence. 3 a self-control; 
avoidance of excess or exaggeration. b austerity of 
literary expression. 4 reserve of manner. 5 confine- 
ment, esp. because of insanity. 6 something which 
restrains or holds in check. [from Old French 
restreinte| 

restrict vir (often foll. by to, within) 1 confine, 
bound, limit. 2 subject to imitation. [based on 
Latin restrictus ‘restrainedl’’|  restrictedly adv. 
restrictedness 1. 

restricted area 1. 1 Bri/. an area in which there is 
a special speed limit for vehicles. 2 US an area 
which military personnel, unauthorized people, 
etc.. are not allowed to enter. 

restriction /. 1 the act or an instance of restrict- 
ing; the state of being restricted. 2 a thing that 
restricts. 3a limitation placed on action. 0 restric- 
tionist ad. G n. 

restrictive adj. imposing restrictions. O restrict- 
ively adc. restrictiveness 1. 

restrictive practice 7. Bri. an agreement to limit 
competition or output in industry. 

restring ¢./7 (fas! and pas! parl. restrung: 1 fit (a 
musical mstrument) with new strings. 2 thread 
(heads etc.) on a new string. 

restroom 7. esp. US a public lavatory in a factory, 
shop, etc. 

restructure v./; give a new structure to; rebuild: 
rearrange. 

restyle e vf, 1 reshape; remake in a new style. 
2 vive a new clesignation to (a person or thing). @ 7. 
an instance of restyling: a new style. 

resubmit ¢./ submit (a plan, application, etc.) 
again. 

result @ x. 1 a consequence, issue, or oulcome of 
something. 2 a satisfactory outcome (getr results). 
3 an end product of calculation. 4 (in pi.) a list of 
scores or winners etc, @ vii 1 (often foll. by, from) 
arise as the actual consequence or follow as a logic- 
al consequence. 2 (often foll. by in) have a specified 
end or outcome (resulted in a large profit). 0 without 
result in vain; fruitless. [from medieval Latin 
reyultare ‘to spring back’| 0 resultless ad). 

resultant ad. resulting, esp. as the total outcome of 
more or less opposed forces. 

resume ¢: 1 /, & ini, begin again or continue after 
an interruption. 2 0. & intr, begin to speak, work, 01 
use again; recommence. 3 f recover; reoccupy 
(resume one’ seal). [from Latin revenere] O resum- 

able ad). 


(also resumé, 1 a 


[French, 


résumé /rez-yoo-may/ 7. 
summary. 2 .\. {mer a curriculum vitae. 
literally ‘resumed’ 

resumption 7). the act or an instance of resuming. 
{from Late Latin resemptio| O resumptive ad). 

resupply e @. (-ies, -ied) 1 /: supply again; provide 
with a fresh supply. 2 ii take on or acquire a fresh 
supply. @ 7, the act of resupplying something o1 
bemg resupphied. 

resurface 7. 1 /), lay a new surface on (a road ctc.}. 
2 mir rise or arise again; turn up again. 

resurgent «/). 1 rising or arising again. 2 tending to 
tise again. [from Latin resurgent ‘rising again’ | 
O resurgence 1. 

resurrect ©. IT 7. collog. revive the practice, use, o1 
memory of. 2 fr take from the grave; exhume. 3 f. 
dig up. 4 /; 

resurrection 7. 1 the act or an instance of rising 
from the dead, 2 (Resurrection) Chirist’s rising 
lrom the dead. 3a revival after disuse. 


3 intr. raise or rise from the clead, 


Nachiity, o1 


72 


decay. 4 exhumation. 5 restoration to vogue or 
memory. [from Late Latin resurrectio] G resurrec- 
tional ad). 

resurvey @ 2/7, survey again; reconsider. @ 7. the act 
or an instance of resurveying. 

resuscitate vf, @ inl. 1 revive from unconscious- 
ness or apparent death. 2 return or restore to 
vogue, vigour, or vividness. [based on Latin resusc7- 
fatus ‘raised again’] D resuscitation n. resuscita- 
tive adj. resuscitator 7. 

retail e x. the sale of goods in relatively small quan- 
tities to the public, and usu. not for resale (cf. 
WHOLESALE). @ adj. G adv. by retail; at a retail price. 
@ v. 1 ¢ sell (goods) in retail trade. 2 imér (often foll. 
by ai, for) (of goods) be sold in this way (esp. for a 
specified price). 3 &@ recount, relate details of. [from 
Old French retaille ‘a piece cut off] 0 retailer n. 

retail price index 7. an index of the variation in 
the prices of retail goods. 

retain «ir 1 a keep possession of; not lose; 
continue to have. b not abolish, discard, or 
alter. 2 keep in one’s memory. 3 keep in 
place; hold fixed. 4 secure the services of (a 
person) with a prelimimary payment. [from 
Latin retin@re] O retainable adj. retainability 
n. retainment 7. 

retainer 7. | a person or thing that retains. 
2 csp. Law a fee for retaining a barrister 
etc. 3 a fist. a dependant of a person of 
rank, b joc. a faithful friend or servant (esp. 
old retuiner). 4 Brit. a reduced rent paid to 
retain accommodation during a period of 
non-occupancy. 5 Dentistry a structure 
cemented to a tooth to keep a bridge in 
place. 

retaining wall 7. a wall supporting and 
confining a mass of earth or water. 

retake e «1/7: (pas! retook; past part. retaken) 
1 take again, 2 recapture. e 7. 1 a the act or an 
instance of retaking. b a thing retaken, e.g. an 
examination. 2 a the act or an instance of filming 
a scene or recordmg music etc. again. b the scene 
or recording obtained in this way. 

retaliate 1. 1 ini. repay an injury, insult, etc., in 
kind; attack im return; make reprisals. 2 / a (usu. 
foll. by upon) cast (an accusation) back upon a 
person. b repay (an injury or insult) in kind. [based 
on Latin refaliatus ‘requited’] Oo retaliation 7. 
retaliator 7. retaliatory adj. 

retard 7/7, 1 make slow or late. 2 delay the progress 
or accomplishment of, [from Latin retardare| 
a retardant adj. G n. retardation n. retarda- 
tory adj. retarder 7, retardment 7. 

retarded ad). backward in mental or physical cdevel- 
opment. 

retch e @./n/7, make a motion of vomiting, esp. invol- 
untarily and without effect. e 2. such a motion or 
the sound of it. [variant of (now clialect) reach, from 
Old Norse Anekja} 

retell ¢./r (pas! and past part. retold) tel! again or in 
a different version. 

retention 7. 1 the act or an instance of retaining: 
the state of being retained. 2 the ability to retain 
things experienced or learnt; memory. [from Latin 
retentio| 

retentive ad). 1 (often foll. by of ) tending to retain 
(moisture ete.). 2 (of memory or a person) not 
forgettul. [from medieval Latin relentivus] 0 reten- 
tively adv. retentiveness 7. 

retexture ¢)./7. (reat (material ctc.) 
original texture. 

rethink e «(7 (pas! and past parl. rethought) think 
about (something) again, esp. with a view to 
making changes. @ 7. a reassessment. 

reticence 7. 1 the avoidance of saying all one 
knows or feels, or more than is necessary. 2 a dispos- 
ition to silence. 3 the act or an instance of holding 
back some fact. [from Latin veficentia| O reticent 
adj. reticently adc. 


so as to restore its 


retort 


RETICULATE 
VEINS IN A LEAF 


network 
of veins mi 


reticulate @ vl: 
& intr. 1» divide or 
be divided in fact or 
appearance into a network. 2 arrange or be 
arranged in small squares or with intersecting lines. 
@ ad. reticulated. [from Latin reficulaius ‘reticu- 
lated’] 0 reticulation 7. 

reticule 7. esp. jis’. Y a woman’s netted or other 
bag, esp. with a drawstring, carried or worn to 
serve the purpose of a pocket. 
[from French rétecule| 
reticulum 7, (//. reticula) a 
netlike structure; a fine network, 
esp. of membranes ete. in living 

organisms. 

retie v./7, (retying) tic again. 

retiform adj. netlike, reticu- 
lated. [Latin rete ‘net’ + -rorm] 
re-time wir. esp. Railways set 

a new or different time for: 

reschedule. 

retina 7. (//. retinas, retinae 
/-nee/ )a layer at the back of the 
eyeball sensitive to light, and 
triggcring nerve impulses via the 
optic nerve to the brain where 

the visual image is formed. > eve, 

opric NcRVE. [based on 

Latin vete ‘net’| 0 ret- 

inal ad). 

retinol 7. a vitamin 
found in green and 
yellow vegetables, 

. ege yolk, and fish- 
liver oil, essential for growth and vision in dim 
hight. Also called vain A. [based on retina] 
retinue 7. a body of attendants accompanying an 
important person. {from Old French retenue (fem.) 
‘retained’ | 


drawstring 


RETICULE: 
19TH-CENTURY 
ILMBROIDERED 
RETICULE 


retire «1 a intr leave office or employment, esp. 
because of age. b é7 cause (a person) to retire from 
work. 2 ini, withdraw; go away; retreat. 3 inir. scek 
seclusion or shelter. 4 intz go to bed. 5 ft: withdraw 
(troops). 6 a ini, G tr. Cricket (of a batsman) volun- 
tarily end or be compelled to suspend one’s innings. 
b & Baseball put out (a batter); cause (a side) to end 
a turn at bat. [from French retirer] 0 retirer n. 

retired adj. 1 a having retired from employment. 
b relating to a retired person (retired pay). 2 with- 
clrawn from society or observation. 0 retiredness 
n. archaic. 

retirement 7, | a the act or an instance of retiring, 
b the condition of having retired. 2 a seclusion or 
privacy. b a secluded place. 

retirement age 1. the age at which most people 
normally retire from work. 

retirement home 7. 1 a house, flat. etc. to which 
a person moves in old age. 2 an institution for 
elderly people needing care. 

retirement pension 7. 7i/. a pension paid by the 
state to retired people above a certain age. 

retiring adj. shy; fond of scclusion. 0 retiringly adv. 

retold asi and past part. of Rvivit. 

retook fas! of Rui Ke. 


retort’ @ 7. 1 an incisive or witty or angry reply. 
2 the turning of a charge or argument against its 
originator, 3 a retaliation. @ v. 1 a fr, say by way of 
a retort. b mt, make a retort. 2 ¢ repay (an insult or 
attack) in kind. 3 é {often followed by on, upon) 


retort 


return (mischief, a charge, sarcasm, etc.) to its ori- 
ginator. [ based on Latin retortus ‘twisted back’ 
retort’ @ 7. 1 ¥ a container, usu. of glass, with a long 
bent-back neck, used in distilling liquids. 2 a large 
receptacle or furnace for heating mercury for 
purification, coal to generate gas, or iron 
and carbon to make steel. @ v./7 
purify (mercury) by heating 
in a retort. [medieval 
Latin retorta 
(fem.) ‘twisted 
back’] 
retouch @ = //, 
improve (a 
composition, 
picture, etc.) by 
fresh touches or alterations. 
@ n. the act or an instance 
of retouching. o retoucher n. 


neck 7; 


RETORT: EARLY GLASS 
RETORT ON A FURNACE 


furnace 


retrace vt, 1 go back over (one’s steps 
etc.). 2 trace back to a source or beginning, 
3 recall the course of in one’s memory. 
[from French seéracer| 

retract v. 1 ¢ (also absol.) withdraw or 
revoke (a statement or undertaking). 2 a ¢: 
& intr. (esp. with reference to part of the 
body) draw or be drawn back or in. b ¢ draw 
(an undercarriage etc.) into the body of an 
aircraft. [based on Latin retracius ‘drawn back’; 
sense 1: from vetractare] 0 retractable adj. retrac- 
tion 7. retractive adj. 

retractile — adj. 
Dretractility n. 

retractor 7. 1 a muscle used for retracting. 2 a 
device for retracting, 


capable of being retracted. 


retrain vl G inir train again or further, esp. for 


new work. 

retranslate v./7 translate again, esp. translate (a 
translation) back into the original language 
O retranslation 7. 

retransmit- 
radio signals or broadcast 


retransmit 7/7; (retransmitted. 
ting) trahsmit (esp. 

programmes) back again or to a greater distanc< 

O retransmission 7. 

retread e v./7. 1 (past retrod; past part. retrodden 
tread (a path etc.) again. 2 (fast and past part. 
retreaded) put a fresh tread on (a tyre). @ 7. la 
retreaded tyre. 2 a’person recalled to service or 
retrained for new work. 3 a thing or person super- 
ficially altered but essentially the same as a prede- 


CeSssor, 


retreat e 7: 1 a inir (esp. of military forces) go back, 
retire; relinquish a position. b ér cause to retreat; 
move back. 2 ini (esp. of features) recede; slope 
back. e 7. 1 a the act or an instance of retreating. 
b Ail. a signal for this. 2 withdrawal into privacy o1 
security. 3 a place of shelter or seclusion. 4 a period 
of seclusion for prayer and meditation. 5 AL/. a 
bugle call at sunset. [from Latin relrahere ‘to draw 
back’ | 

retrench ¢. 1 ¢,, reduce the amount of (costs). 2 witr. 
cut down expenses; introduce economies. 3 ¢r. esp. 
Austral. make (an employee) redundant; sack 
Oo retrenchment 7. 

retrial n. a second or further (judicial) trial. 

retribution 7. requital 
vengeance. [from Late Latin retrbutio| O retribu- 
tive adj. retributory ad. 


usu. for evil done: 


retrieve v./, 1 a regain possession of. b recover by 
investigation or cffort of memory. 2 a restore to 
knowledge or recall to mind. b obtain (information 
stored in a computer etc.). 3 (of a dog) find and 
bring in (killed or wounded game etc.). 4 (foll. by 
from) recover or rescue (esp. from a bad state) 
5 restore to a flourishing state; revive. 6 repair or 
set right (a loss or error etc.) (managed to retrieve the 
situation). [based on stressed stem of Old French 
retrover| O retrievability 7. retrievable ad). 
retrieval » 


retriever 7. 1 » a dog of a breed used 
for retrieving game. > voc. 2 a person 
who retrieves something. 
retro @ 7. (fi. -os) 1 a thing imitating something 
from the past. 2 a nostalgic style or fashion in 
dress, music, etc. @ adj. imitative of a style 
or fashion from the past. [from French 
rétro, abbreviation of rétrograde| 


retro- comb. form 1 denoting action back 
or in return (refroactive). 2 Anat. & Med. 
denoting location behind. [from Latin 
retro ‘backwards | 
retroactive adj. (esp. of legislation) 
having retrospective effect. O retro- 
actively adv. retroactivity 7. 
retrod fast of rirreap 1. 
retrodden pasi pari. of xerrean 1, 
retrofit vi (-fitted, -fitting) modify 
(machinery, vehicles, etc.) to mcorporate 
changes and developments imtroduced 
after manufacture. 
retrograde e adj. 1 directed backwards; 
retreating. 2 reverting esp. to an infenor 
state; declining. 3 inverse, reversed (in 
retrograde order). @ n. a degenerate person. 
@ wintr. 1 move backwards: recede, retire. 
2 decline, revert. [from Latin retrogradus| 0 retro- 
gradely ad 
retrogress vit 1 go back; move backwards. 
2 deteriorate. [on the pattern of progress| 0 retro- 
gression 7). retrogressive 1d). 


retro-rocket 7. an auxiliary rocket for slowing 
down a spacecraft etc. 

retrospect 7. 1 (foll. by to) regard or reference to 
precedent or authority, or to previous conditions 
2 a survey of past time or events. O in retrospect 
1 when looked back on. 2 when looking back: with 
hindsight, 

retrospection 7. the action of looking back, esp 
into the past 

retrospective @ adj. 1 ooking back on or dealing 
with the past. 2 (of an exhibition, recital, etc.) 
showing an artist's development over his or her life 
time. 3 esp. Brit. (of a statute etc.) applying to the 
past as well as the future; retroactive. @ 7 
spective exhibition, recital, etc. O retrospectively 
adi, 


1 retro- 


retroussé adj. (of the nose) turned up at the tp. 
{French, literaily ‘tucked up’} 

retrovert ¢./, 1 turn backwards. 2 (as retroverted 
adj.) Med. (of the womb) having a backward inclin- 
ation, [from Late Latin refrovertere| O retroversion 71 

retrovirus 7. Biol. any of a group of RNA viruses 
which insert a DNA copy of their genome into the 
host cell in order to replicate, e.g. HIV. [modern 
Latin| 

retry 7/7, (-ies, -ied) try 
second or further tm«e 


a defendant or lawsuit) a 


retsina 7. a Greek usu. white wine flavoured with 
resin. [modern Greek} 

retune 2/7 1 tune {a musical instrument) again o1 
differently. 2 to a different 
frequency 


tune (a radio etc 

returf 7/7, Bri. provide with new turf, 

return e ¢. L ini, come or go back. 2 ¢ bring, put, 
or send back. 3 & pay back or reciprocate: give in 
response. 4 (x yield (a profit). 5 % say in reply; 
retort. 6 # (in cricket, tennis, etc.) hit or send (the 
ball) back after recen ing it. 7 # state or mention o1 
describe officially, esp. m answer to a writ or formal 
demand. 8 f. Brit. (of an electorate) elect as an MP. 
government, etc. @ 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
coming or going back. 2 a the act or an instance ol 
giving or sending or putting or paying back. b a 
thing given or sent back. 3 (in full return ticket) 
esp. Brit. a ticket for a journey to a place and back 
to the starting point 4 (in sing. or pl.) a the proceeds 
or profit of an undertaking. b the acquisition of 


revelation 


RETRIEVER: 
EEAT-COATED RIG TR IE WER 


these. 9 a formal report or statement compiled or 
submitted by order (an income tax return). 6 (in full 
return match or game) a second match et 
between the same opponents. 0 by return (of 
post) Brit. by the next available post in the return 
direction. in return as an exchange or reciprocal 
action. many happy returns (of the day) a 
grecting on a birthday. [from Old French returner] 
O returnable adj. returner 7 

returnee 7. 1 a person who returns home from 
abroad, esp. after war service. 2 a person who 
esp. after bringing up a family. 


returns tO WOrk, 

returning officer 7. Brit. an official conducting an 
election in a constituency and announcing the 
results 

retying fe. part. of rian 

retype wl type again, esp. to correct errors. 

reunify 2/7. (-ies, -ied) restore (esp. separated terri- 
tories) to a political unity. o reunification 7. 

reunion 7. I a the act or an instance of reuniting. 
b the condition of being reunited. 2 a social gath- 
ering esp. of people formerly associated. [based on 
Latin reunire ‘to reunite’ | 

reunite v,/7. & intr. bring or come back together. 

reupholster 7./, upholster anew. Oreupholstery ». 

reuse @ 7/7, /rec-yooz/ use again or more than 
once. @ n. /ree-yooss/ a second or further use 
o reusable adj. 

reutilize 7/7 (also -ise) utilize again or for a difler- 
ent purpose, 0 reutilization n. 

Rev. abbr, 1 Reverend. 2 Revelation 
menu). 


New ‘Testa- 


the number of revolutions ol 
an engine per minute. @ v. (revved, revving) lL inir. 
of an engine) revolve; turn over. 2 é (also absol.: 
often foll. by up) cause (an engine) to run quickly 


rev collog. @ n. (in pl. 


revalue wir (revalues, revalued, revaluing) 
Econ. give a different value to, esp. give a higher 
value to (a currency) in relation to other currencies 
or gold. oO revaluation n. 

revamp 2/7, 1 renovate, revise, improve. 2 patch up 

Revd «abby. Reverend. 

reveal’ wi, 1 display or show; allow to appear. 
2 (often as revealing adj.) disclose, divulge, betray. 
3 (in reff. or passive) come to sight or knowledge 
[from Latin revelare| GQ revealable adj. revealer 7 
revealingly adi 

reveal? 7. an internal side surface of an opening or 


recess. esp. of a doorway or window aperture 
[from obsolete revarl ‘to lower, provide with 
reveal | 


reveille /ri-val-i/ n, a military waking-signal. {from 
French imperative réveillez “wake up!’} 

revel @ viniz, (revelled, revelling, US reveled. 
reveling) 1 have a good be extravagantly 

2 (foll. by im) take keen delight in. @ 7. (in sing 

or the act or an instance of revelling. [from Old 

to riot| O reveller 7. revelry n. (p/ 


une 


festive 


lrench 
-1eS 
in Mstan 


los | 


Lathe 


upposed chi 


revelation / 
ing. esp. th 


ct or 


oe 
AO ne yy NRIRI REE REAR 


REVERS ON 


revelatory 


humankind by a ciyine or supernatural agency. 
b knowledge disclosed in this way. 2 a striking 
disclosure. 3 (Revelation or co/log. Revelations) 
(in full the Revelation of St John the Divine) 
the last book of the New Testament. [from Late 
Latin vevelatio] o revelational adj. 

revelatory adj. serving to reveal, esp. something 
significant. 

revenant 7. a person who has returned, esp. 
suppose dly from the dead. {French, literally ‘(one) 
coming back’} 

revenge e 7. 1 retaliation for an offence or injury. 
2 an act of retaliation, 3 the desire for this; a 
vindictive feeling. 4 (m games) a chance to win after 
an earlier defeat. @ v./r 1 (refl. or in passive; often foll. 
by on, upon) inflict retaliation for an offence. 2 inflict 
retaliation for (an offence). 3 inflict retaliation on 
behalf of (a person). [from Late Latin rewndicare| 
o revenger 2. 


w Usage The verb revenge is usually used in the 
passive or as a reflexive verb, often followed by on or 
upon (see sense | above). Avenge is also, but less 
commonly, used in these constructions. Like avenge, 
revenge can mean “inflict retaliation for (an offence) 
or on behalf of (a person)’, but it ts less common 
than avenge in these senses (sce senses 2 and 
above). See also Usage Note at wena. 


revengeful «dj. cager for revenge. o revengefully 
adv. 

revenue 7. 1 a income, esp. of a large amount, from 
any source. b (in p/.) items constituting this. 2 a 
state's annual income from which public expenses 
are met. 3 the civil service departinent collecting 
this. (from Old French revenu(e) ‘returned’ 

reverberate ?. Ll a in/r. (of sound, light, or heat) be 
returned or echoed repeatedly. b /x return (a sound 
etc.) in this way, 2 ini. a (of a rumour ete.) be heard 
much or repeatedly. b (of an event) have continu- 
ing effects. [based on Latin veverberatus ‘lashed 
again] O reverberant adj. reverberantly adi. 
reverberation 7. reverberative adj. reverber- 
ator 7. reverberatory ad. 

revere ¢.f hold in deep and usu. affectionate or 
religious respect; venerate, [from Latin revercr7| 

reverence e 7. 1 the act of revering or the state of 
being revered, 2 the capacity for revering, @ alr 
regard or treat with reverence. 

reverend e@ adj. (esp. as the title of a clergyman) 
deserving reverence. @ 7. collog. a clergyman, [from 
Latin reverendus ‘to be revered’ 

m Usage Note the diflerence between reverend 
‘deserving reverence’ 
Guge. 


and reverent ‘showing rever- 


Reverend Mother vn. the ttle of the Mother Su- 
perior of a convent 
reverent ¢d), lecling or showing reverence, O rever- 
ently adi: 
m Usage Sec Usage Note 


at RIA LRLND. 


reverential n. of the 
nature of, due to, 
or characterized by 
reverence, 0 reveren- 
tially adv. 

reverie /rev--ri/ n. i 
hit of abstracted musing. 
|from Old French, liter- 
ally ‘rejoicing, revelry’ | 
revers /ri-veer/ n. (///. 
same) 1 <4 the turned- 
vack edge of a garment 
revealing the undersur- 
lace. 2 the material on 
this |French. 
literally ‘reverse a 


surlace 
A DRESS 
WAISETC ON 


reverse @.. 1 /), turn 


704 


reward 


the other way round or up or inside out. 2 & 
change to the opposite character or effect. 3 int. @ 
tr, travel or cause to travel backwards. 4 t make (an 
engine etc.) work in a contrary direction. 5 és. 
revoke or annul (a decree, act, etc.). @ adj. 1 placed 
or turned in an opposite en or position. 
2 opposite or contrary in character or order; 
inverted. @ 7. 1 the opposite or contrary. 2 the 
contrary of the usual manner. 3 an occurrence of 
misfortune; a disaster, esp. a defeat. 4 reverse gear 
or motion. 5 the reverse side of something, 6 the 
side of a coin or medal etc. bearing the secondary 
design. O reverse arms hold a rifle with the butt 
upwards, reverse the charges make the recipient 
of a telephone call responsible for payment. [from 
Latin eversus ‘reversed’} 0 reversal n. reversely 
adv. reverser n. reversible adj. reversibility 7. 
reversibly adv. 


mw Usage Reversal is the noun corresponding to the 
verb reverse, e.g, The reversal of the decision, while rever- 
ston is the noun corresponding to the verb vevert, e.g. 
The reversion of the building to us orginal use. 


reverse engineering 7. the reproduction of 
another manufacturer’s product after detailed 
examination of its construction or composition. 

reverse gear 7. a gear used to make a vehicle etc. 
travel backwards. 

reverse take-over 7. the take-over of a public 
company by a smaller esp. private one. 

reversing light 1. Bri/. a white light at the rear of a 
vehicle which comes on automatically when 
reverse gear is engaged. 

reversion 7. 1 a return to a previous state, habit, 
etc. 2 the legal right (esp. of the original owner, or 
his or her heirs) to possess or succeed to property 
on the death of the present possessor. 3 Biol. a 
return to ancestral type. 4 a sum payable on a 
person's death, esp. by way of hfe insurance. 
O reversional adj. reversionary «dj. 


a Usage See Usage Note at reverse. 


revert 7. 1 iir. (foll. by /o) return to a former state, 
practice, opinion, etc. 2 mr (of property, an office, 
ete.) return by reversion. 3 inf fall back into a wild 
state. 4 /, turn (one’s eyes or steps) back. [from 
Latin revertere] O reverter n. (in sense 2). 

revertible adj. (of property) sulject to reversion. 

revetment 7. (esp. in fortification) a retaining wall 
or facing of masonry etc. [from French revétement] 

review e 7. 1 a general survey or assessment of a 
subject or thing. 2 a retrospect or survey of the 
past. 3 revision or reconsideration (is under revere. 
4 a display and formal inspection of troops etc. 5a 
published account or criticism of a book, play, ete. 
6 a periodical publication with critical articles on 
the arts etc. @ af LT survey or look back on, 2 recon- 
sider or revise, 3 hold a review of (troops etc.). 
4 write a review of (a book, play, etc.). 
{from obsolete French revenue] 
0 reviewable ad). reviewer n. 

revile 7. 1 /, abuse; criticize abusively. 
2 intr. talk abusively; rail. [from Old 
French verler]| O revilement 7. 
reviler 7. reviling 1. 


sight 


revise @ ¢./,, 1 cxamine or re-examine and improve 
or amend (esp. written or printed matter). 
2 consider and alter (an opinion etc.). 3 (also absol.) 
Brl, read again ( at learnt or done), esp. for an 
examination. @ ». Printing a proof-sheet including 
correcuons made in an earlier proof. [from French 
réviser “10 look a] O reviser n. 

Revised Standard Version 7. a revision of the 
American Standard Version of the Bible ~which 
was based on the Revised Version), published in 
1946 57. 

Revised Version ». a revision of the Authorized 
Version of the Bible, published in 1881 95. 


revision 7. 1 the act or an instance of revising; the 


process of being revised. 2 a revised edition or form. 
O revisionary ad). 

revisionism 7. often derog a policy of revision or 
modification, esp. of Marxism. 0 revisionist n. & 
adj. . 

revisit z/: (revisited, revisiting) visit again. 

revitalize vy. (also -ise) imbue with new life and 
vitality. 0 revitalization n. 
revival 7. 1 the act or an instance of reviving; the 
process of being revived. 2 a new production of an 
old play etc. 3 a revived use of an old practice, 
custom, etc. 4 a a reawakening of religious fervour. 
b a series of evangelistic meetings to promote this. 

revivalism 7. belief in or the promotion of a 
revival of religious fervour. 0 revivalist n. G ad). 
revivalistic ad). 

revive v.ini7, & tv. 1 come or bring back to conscious- 
ness or life or strength. 2 come or bring back to 
existence, use, notice, etc. [from Late Latin revvere] 
O revivable adj. reviver 7. 

revivify v./7, (-ies, -ied) restore to animation, activ- 
ity, vigour, or life. [from Late Latin rezwificare] 
D revivification 7. 

revoke e v. 1 ¢ rescind, withdraw, or cancel. 2 itr 
Cards fail to follow suit when able to do so. @ n. Cards 
the act of revoking, [from Latin revocare| O revoc- 
able ac). revocation 7. revocatory adj. revoker n. 

revolt e », 1 itr. a rise in rebellion. b (as revolted 
adj.) having revolted. 2 a tr. (often in passive) affect 
with loathing; nauseate. b zx (often foll. by ai, 
agains!) feel strong discust. @ 7. 1 an act of rebelling, 
2 a state of insurrection. 3 a sense of loathing. 4a 
mood of protest or defiance. [from Italian nvoltare, 
related to REVOLVE] 

revolting ad). clisgusting, horrible. o revoltingly 
adv. 

revolution 7. 1 the forcible overthrow of a govern- 
ment or social order, 2 any fundamental ence or 
reversal of conditions. 3 the act or an instance of 
revolving, 4 a the sihgle compleuon of an orbit or 
rotation. b the time taken for this. 5 a cyclic recur- 
rence. [from Late Latin revolutio, related to Revolt] 
c revolutionism 7. revolutionist 7. 

revolutionary e aq. 1 involving great and often 
violent change or innovation. 2 of or causing polit- 
ical revolution. @ n. (pi. -ies) an instigator or 
supporter of pohiutal revolution. 

revolutionize i./7. (also -ise) introduce fundamen- 
tal change to. 

revolve 7. 1 ini. © fy turn or cause to turn round, 
csp. on an axis; rotate. 2 ini move in a circular 
orbit. 3 ponder (a problem etc.) in the mind. 
4 intr. (foll. by around) have as its chief concern; be 
centred upon. {from Latin revolvere| 

revolver x. ¥ a pistol with revolving chambers 
enabling several shots to be fired without reloading, 
butn 


revolving 


cylinder \ , hammer 
: / 


barrel 
single- 
action 


. lock 
ejector fthe 


(rigge? 


REVOLVER: 
COLT SINGLE-ACTION ARMY 
REVOLVER 


revolving door 7. a door with usu. four partitions 
turning round a central axis. 

revue 7. a theatrical entertainment of a scries of 
short usu. satirical sketches and songs. [French, 
literally “review’ 

revulsion 7. 1 abhorrence. 
change of feeling. [French| 

reward e 1. 1 aa return or recompense for service 


2 a sudden violent 


rewarding 


or merit. b requital for good or evil; retribution. 
2 a sum offered for the detection of a criminal, the 
restoration of lost property, etc. @ wir give a reward 
to (a person) or for (a service etc.). [from Old 
Northern French, literally ‘regard’ 

rewarding adj. (of an activity etc.) well worth 
doing; providing satisfaction. 0 rewardingly adv. 

rewind e (7. (past and past part. rewound) wind (a 
film or tape etc.) back. @ 7. 1 a mechanism for 
rewinding film ete. 2 the action or process of 
rewinding film etc. 0 rewinder n. 

rewire v./7. provide (a building etc.) with new wiring. 
0 rewirable ad). 

reword v./ change the wording of. 

rework 1/7, revise; refashion, remake. 0 reworking 7. 

rewound past and past part. of rewinp. 

rewrite @ v./7 (pas! rewrote; pas! part. rewritten) 
write again or differently. @ ». 1 the act or an 
instance of rewriting, 2 a thing rewritten. 

Rex n. the reigning king (following a name or in the 
titles of lawsuits, e.g Rex v. Jones the Crown versus 
Jones). [Latin] 

Rf symb. Chem. the element rutherfordium. 

rf. abbr. radio frequency. 

Rh symb. 1 Chem. the element rhodium. 2 Med. 
rhesus (factor). 

rh. abbr. right hand. 

rhapsodize v.iniz, (also -ise) write rhapsodies or 
talk in a rhapsodic manner. ’ 

rhapsody 7. (/. -ies) 1 an enthusiastic, ecstatic, or 
extravagant utterance or composition. 2 Mus. a 
ptece of music in one extended movement, usu. 
emotional in character, [from Greek rhapsdidia| 

O rhapsodic ad). rhapsodical aq). (in senses |, 2). 

rhapsodist n. 

rhea /ree-a/ n. < a S. American 
flightless bird of the family Rhei- 
dae, like but smaller than an 

ostrich. {from Greek Rhea, mother 
of Zeus} 


RHEA: 
GREATER RHEA 
(Rhea americana) 


rhebok n. (also reebok) a small southern African 
antelope, Pelea capreolus, with a long slender neck 
and short straight horns. (from Dutch  reeboh 
‘roebuck | 

rhenium 7. Chem. a rare metallic clement of the man- 
ganese group, occurring naturally in molybdenum 
ores. [modern Latin, based on Rhenus ‘Rhine’) 

rheostat n. Eleciy, A an instrument used to control a 
current by varying the resistance. [based on Greek 
rheos ‘stream’ | 0 rheostatic ad. 

rhesus 7. (in full rhesus monkey) a small monkey, 
Macaca mulatta, common in N. India. [arbitrary use 
from Greek Rhesos, a mythical king of Thrace] 

rhesus baby 2. an infant with a blood disorde: 
caused by the incompatibility of its own rhesus- 
positive blood with its mother’s rhesus-negative 
blood. 

rhesus factor 7. an antigen occurring on the red 
blood cells of most humans and some other primates. 

rhesus-negative ad. lacking the rhesus factor. 


RHEOSTAT 


In a rheostat, a current enters one termi- 
nal and flows through the resistance wire. 
On reaching the sliding contact it is 
diverted along the bar. The more wire it 
travels through, the higher the resistance. 


: hdi terminal 
connecting as 
00. g 
a contar 
metal bar coiled resistance 


mire 
— 


EARLY RHEOSVAT 


rhesus-positive adj. having the rhesus factor. 
rhetoric 7. 1 the art of effective or persuasive 
speaking or writing. 2 language designed to 


persuade or impress (often with an implication of 


exaggeration ctc. . 
‘(art) of rhetoric’| 
rhetorical ad. 1 expressed with a view to persua- 


[from Greek rhétonike (tekhné) 


sive or impressive effect. 2 of the nature of 


rhetoric. d rhetorically adv. 

rhetorical question 7. a question asked not for 
information but to produce an effect, e.g, who cares? 
for nobody cares. 

rheum 27. a watery discharge from a mucous 
membrane, esp. of the eyes or nose. {from Greek 
rheuma ‘stream’| O rheumy ad}. 

rheumatic e adj. 1 of, relating to, or suffering from 
rheumatism, 2 producing or produced by rheuma- 
tism. @ #2. a person suffering from rheumatism. 
{from Greek rheumatikos| a rheumatically adz. 
rheumaticky ad). collog. 

rheumatic fever 7. a non-infectious fever with 
inflammation and pain in the joints. 

rheumatics 7.p/. (usu. treated as sing; often prec. 
by the) collog. rheumatism. 


RHINOCEROS 


shield like 
skin folds 


thick hairless 
skin 


three digits 


There are five species of rhinoceros, two from Africa 
and three from Asia. They have poor eyesight, but 
compensate with a highly developed sense of smell and 
acute hearing. Rhinoceroses are solitary and fiercely 
territorial animals, with a lifespan of up to 40 years. 


mobile pinnae 


(Rhinoceros unicornis) 


rhodium 


rheumatism 7. any disease marked by inflamma- 
tion and pain in the joints, muscles, or fibrous tissue, 
esp. rheumatoid arthritis. [from Greek rheumatismos| 

rheumatoid adj. having the character of rheuma- 
tism. 

rheumatoid arthritis 7. a chronic progressive 
disease causing inflammation and sulfening of the 
joints. 

rheumatology 7. the study of rheumatic diseases. 
do rheumatological ad. rheumatologist 2. 

rhinal ad. Anat. of a nostril or the nose. [from 
Greek rhis rhinos ‘nose’ | 

rhinestone 7. an imitation diamond. [based on 
Rhine, a river and region in Germany] 

rhinitis 7. inflammation of the mucous membrane 
of the nose. [based on Greek rhzs rhinos ‘nose’| 

rhino 7. (//. -os or same) collog. a rhinoceros. 

rhino- comb. form Anat. the nose. [from Greck rhs 
rhinos nose’) 

rhinoceros 7. (//. same or rhinoceroses) ¥ any of 
various large thick-skinned plant-eating ungulates 
of the family Rhmocerotidae, with usu. one horn. 
& uncutate. [from Greek rhinokerds] 

rhinoceros horn 7. a mass of keratinized fibres, 
reputed to have medicinal or aphrodisiac powers. 

rhinoplasty 7. plastic surgery performed on the 
nose. 0 rhinoplastic ad). 

rhizobium 2. a nitrogen-fixing soil bactertum of 
the genus Rhizobium, found esp. in the root nodules 
of leguminous plants. [based on Greek 
thiza ‘root’ + bios ‘life’ 

rhizome 7. >» an underground roothke 
stem bearing both roots and shoots. 
{from Greek rhizdma| 


shool 


rho 7. the seventeenth letter of 
the Greek alphabet (P, p). 
[Greek] 

rhodium 7. Chem. a 
hard white metallic 
element of the plat- 
Inum group, occur- 
ring naturally in 
platinum ores and 
used in making alloys 
and plating jewellery. 


rhizome 


{bused on  Greck { . ' 
4 cae roots 

rhodon ‘rose’, from the * ‘ 

colour of its salts in RHIZOME 
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BLACK RHINOCEROS 
(Diceros bicornis 


single 
horn 
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Ceratotherium simum) 


R 


rhododendron 


rhododendron pn. > 
a shrub of the genus 
Rhododendron, csp. an 
evergreen one, with 
large clusters of bell- 
shaped flowers. [from 
Greck rhodon ‘rose’ + dendron 
atthe | 

rhomb 2. = sions, [from 


‘ 4 RHODODENDRON 
Latin rhombus] 0 rhombic (Rhododendron 
ad). yakushimanum) 


rhombi //. of eHontucs. 
rhombohedron 1». (//. rhombo- 
hedra or rhombohedrons; 
<0 solid bounded by 
six equal rhombuses. 
ao rhombohedral ad). 
rhomboid e a7). (also 
rhomboidal) having 
or nearly having the 
shape of a rhombus. 


RHOMBOHEDRON 


which only the oppo- 

site sides and angles are equal. [from Greck rhom 
hoeidés) 

rhombus ». (//. rhombuses or rhombi /-by/) 
Geom. a parallelogram with oblique angles and 
equal sides. [from Greek rhombas] 

rhubarb », | a any of various plants of the genus 
Rheum, producing long fleshy dark red leaf-stalks 
usecl cooked as food. b the leaf-stalks of this. 2 aa 
root of a Chinese and ‘Tibetan plant of the genus 
Rheum. b a purgative made from this. 3. Bril. a callog. 
a murmurous Conversation or noise; the repetition 
of the word ‘rhubarb’ by crowd actors. b slang 
nonsense. [based on medieval Latin rhabarbarum 
‘forcign rhubarb’} 

rhumba var. of ki v1. 

rhyme also archaic rime) @ 7. 1 identity of sound 
between words or the endings of words, esp. in 
verse. 2 (in sing. or pl.) verse having rhymes. 3 a the 
use of rhyme. b a poem having rhymes. 4 a word 
providing a rhyme. @ ¢. 1 nix a (of words or lines 
produce a rhyme. b (foll. by zevth) act as a rhyme 
(with another). 2 én’, make or write rhymes. 3 é put 
or make (a story etc.) into rhyme. 4 éx (loll. by zevth 
treat (a word) as rhyming with another. D rhyme 
or reason sense, logic. [from Greck rhuthinos 
‘rhythm’] a rhymeless ad). rhymer n. 

rhymester 7. a writer of (esp. simple, rhymes. 

rhyming slang 7. (esp. Cockney) slang that 
replaces words by rhyming words or phrases. e.g. 
vairs by apples and pears. 

rhythm 2. 1 a measured flow of words and phrases 
in verse or prose determined by the length of and 
stress on syllables. 2 a the aspect of musical compos- 
ition conecrned with periodical accent and the 
duration of notes. b a particular type of pattern 
formed by this samba rhythm. 3 Physiol. movement 
with a regular succession of and weak 
elements. 4 a regularly recurring pattern of events 
or actions. [from Greck rhuthmos| Orhythmless «d). 


strong 


rhythm and blues #7). popwar music with a blues 
theme and a strong rhythm. 

rhythmic ad). (also rhythmical 1 relating to o 
characterized by rhythm. 2. regularly, occurring, 
Orhythmically ad:. rhythmicity ». 

rhythm method 7. birth control by avoiding 
sexual intercourse when ovulation is likely to occur 

rhythm section 7. the part of a dance band o 
jazz band mainly supplying rhythm, usu. consisting 
of piano or guitar ete., bass. and drums 

rib en. Leach of the curved bones articulated mn 
pairs to the spine and protecting the thoracic cavity 

2 jolt of meat tram 

this part of an animal. & ct. 3.4 supporting ridge. 


and its organs. & satil io 
timber, rod, etc, across a surface or through a struc- 


ture, 4 any of a ship's transverse cured timbers 
forming the framework of the hull. 5 Aniding a 


7b 


en. a quadrilateral of 


combination of plain and purl stitches 
producing a ribbed somewhat elastic fabric. 
6 cach of the hinged rods supporting the 
fabric of an umbrella. 7 a vein of a leaf or an 
insect’s wing. @w./z (ribbed, ribbing) 1 provide 
with ribs; act as the ribs of. 2 collog. make fun of; 
tease. 3 mark with ridges. 4 plough with spaces 
between the furrows. [Old English] o ribless ad). 
ribald /rib-ald/ adj. (of language or its user) 
coarsely or disrespecttully humorous, [from Old 
French ribau(t)d| 
ribaldry /rib-ald-ri/ 7. ribald talk or behaviour. 
riband /rib-ind/ n. a ribbon, [from Old French 
riban| 
ribbed ad. haying ribs or riblike markings. 
ribbing n. 1 ribs or a riblike structure, esp. a band 


of knitting in rib. 2 collog. the act or an instance of 


teasing. 

ribbon //. 1 aa narrow strip or band of fabric, used 
esp. for trimming or decoration. b material in this 
form. 2 a ribbon of a special colour etc. worn to 
indicate some honour or membership of a sports 
team ctc. 3a long narrow strip of anything (fpe- 
verter ribbon). 4 in pl.) ragged strips (torn to ribbons). 
{variant of xe \v] oO ribboned ad). 

ribbon development 7. Bri. the building of 
houses along a main read. usu. one leading out of 
a town or village. 

ribcage n. the wall of bones formed by the ribs 
round the chest. & srerntv 

riboflavin 1. also riboflavine) a vitamin of the B 
complex, found in liver, milk, and eggs, essential for 
energy production. [based on risost + Latin flava 
‘yellow: | 


ribonucleic acid 7. a nucleic acid yielding ribose 
on hydrolysis, present in living cells, esp. in ribo- 
somes where it is involved in protein synthesis. 
+ NUCL 


RIBOSI vet] 


ribose 7. a sugar found in many nucleosides and in 
several vitamins and enzymes. (German, alteration 
of Arabinose, a related sugar] 

ribosome 7. Biovhem. cach of the minute particles 
consisting of RNA and associated proteins found 
in the cytoplasm of living cells, concerned with 
the synthesis of proteins. & 
O ribosomal «dj. 


BACIERRIENUS iG: 


rice @ 7. 1 a swamp grass, Oryza sativa, cultivated in 
marshes, esp. in Asia, 2 the grains of this, used as 


cereal food. @ zt. US sieve (cooked potatoes etc.) 
into thin strings. [from Greek orwza| O ricer n. 


rice-paper ». cdible paper made from the pith of 


an oriental tree and used for painting and in cook- 
ery: 

rich adj. 1 having much wealth. 2 (often foll. by m, 
with) splendid, costly, elaborate. 3 valuable (rich 
offering, . 4 copious, abundant, ample (@ rich supply of 


Anighthead 


riband 


rh 
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riddle 


ideas). 5 (often foll. by im, zzth) (of soil or a region 
etc.) abounding in natural resources etc. (rich in 
nutrients). 6 (of food or diet) containing much fat or 
spice etc. 7 (of the mixture in an internal-combus- 
tion engine) containing a high proportion of fuel. 
8 (of colour, sound, or srhell) mellow and deep, 
strong and full. 9 a (of an incident or assertion etc.) 
ludicrous. b (of humour) earthy. [Old English] 
orichen v.inir. G tr richness un. 

riches 7.f/. abundant means; valuable possessions. 
{from Old French rchetse] 

richly adv. 1 ina rich way. 2 fully, thoroughly. 

Richter scale 7. a logarithmic scale of 0 to 10 for 
representing the strength of an earthquake. 
{named after C.F Richter, American seismologist, 
1900 85] 

rick! @ 7». ¥ a stack of hay, corn, ete., built into a 
regular shape and usu. thatched. @ «./r form into a 


rick or ricks, [Old English] 


RICK 
thatched - OF HAY 


taf? 


rick? Bril. (also wrick) e 7. a slight sprain or strain. 
@ «fr sprain or strain slightly. [from Middle Low 
German wricken “to move about, sprain’| 

rickets 1, (treated as sing. or pi.) a disease of children 
with softening of the bones, caused by a deficiency 
of vitamin D. [17th-century coinage] 

rickety adj. 1 a ‘insecure or shaky in 
construction. b feeble. 2 suffering from 
rickets. O ricketiness 7. 

rickrack var. of riorac., 

rickshaw 7. (also ricksha) a light 
two-wheeled hooded vehicle drawn by 
one or more persons. [from Japanese 
Jinvikisha, from jin ‘person’ + riki Spower’ 
+ sha ‘vehicle’} 

ricochet /rik-d-shay/ @ nx. 1 the action 
of esp. a shell or bullet, in rebounding off 
a surface. 2 a hit made after this. @ vind: 
\ricocheted, ricocheting or rico- 
chetted. ricochetting (of a projectile) 
rebound one or more times from a 
surface. [French] 

ricotta 7. a sofi Italian cheese. [Italian, 
literally “recooked’| 

ricrac 7. (also rickrack) » a 
zigzag braided trimming for 
garments. [reduplication of 
Rvch!] 


RICRAC 


rictus 17. 1 Anal. & Zool. the expanse or 
gape of a mouth or beak. 2 a fixed 
grimace or grin. [Latin, literally “open 
mouth’| o rictal ad). 
rid ¢./7, ridding: pas! and pas! part. rid 
or archaw ridded. foll. by of ) make (a 
person or place) free of something 
unwanted. 0 be jor get) rid of he freed or 
reheved of (something unwanted): dispose 
of. {earlier in sense “to clear (land ete.7: from 
Old Norse rythja| 
riddance 7. the act of getting rid of something, 
0 good riddance welcome relief from an 
unwanted person or thing. 
ridden avi part. of kim. 
riddle'e , 1 a question or statement testing inge- 
nuity in divining its answer or meaning, 2 a 


riddle 


puzzling fact or thing or person. @ v.inf speak in or 
propound riddles, [Old English] 0 riddler z. 

riddle? e vr (usu. foll. by with) 1 make many holes 
in, esp. with gunshot. 2 (in passive) permeate (riddled 
with errors). 3 pass through a riddle. @ n. a coarse 
sieve. (Old English] 

ride e v. (past rode; past part. ridden) 1 #7, travel or 
be carried on (a bicycle etc.) or esp. M Amer. in (a 
vehicle). 2 intr, (often foll. by on, in) travel or be 
conveyed (on a bicycle or in a vehicle). 3 é sit on 
and control or be carried by (a horse etc.). 4 intr 
(often foll. by on) be carried (on a horse etc.). 5 7 be 
carried or supported by (the ship rides the waves). 6 tr. 
a traverse on horseback etc. (rode the prairie). 
b compete or take part in on horseback etc. (rode a 


good race). 7 intr. a lie at anchor; float buoyantly. b (of 


the moon) seem to float. 8 ir. (foll. by im, on) rest in 
or on while moving. 9 ¢ yield to (a blow) so as to 
reduce its impact. 10 é give a ride to; cause to ride 
(rode the child on his back). 11 ¢ (of a rider) cause (a 
horse etc.) to move forward (rode their horses at the 
fence). 12 tr a (in passive; foll. by by, with) be dom- 
inated by; be infested with (ridden with guilt). b (in 
comb. as ridden adj.) infested or afflicted (a rat ridden 
cellar). @ n. 1 an act or period of travel in a vehicle. 
2 a spell of riding on a horse, bicycle, etc. 3 Brit. a 
path (esp. through woods) for riding on. 4 the qual- 
ity of sensations when riding (gives a bumpy ride). 5 a 
roller coaster etc., ridden at an amusement park or 
fairground. o ride down overtake or trample on 
horseback. ride for a fall act recklessly risking 
defeat or failure. ride out come safely through 
(a storm etc., or a danger or difficulty). ride rough- 
shod over see roucusHop. ride shotgun esp. N. 
Amer. 1 travel as a guard in the seat next to the 
driver of a vehicle. 2 ride in the passenger seat 
of a vehicle. 3 act as a protector. ride up (of a 
garment, carpet, etc.) work or move out of its 
proper position. take for a ride collog. hoax or 
deceive. [Old English] Go rideable adj. (also 
ridable). 

ride-on g/frib.adj. (esp. of a lawnmower) on which 
one rides while operating it. 

rider 7. 1 a person who rides (esp. a horse). 2 an 
additional clause amending or supplementing a 
document. 0 riderless adj. 

ridge e 7. 1 the line of the junction of two surfaces 
sloping upwards towards each other (the ndge of a 
roof). > roor, 2 a long narrow hilltop, mountain 
range, or watershed, 3 any narrow elevation across 
a surface. 4 Meteorol. an elongated region of high 
barometric pressure. 5 a raised strip of arable land; 
usu. one of a set separated by furrows. @ z./. 1 mark 
with ridges. 2 break up (land) into ridges. [Old 
English| o ridgy ad. 

ridge pole ». the horizontal pole of a long tent. 

ridge tile 7. a tile used in making a roof-ridge. 

ridgeway 7. a road or track along a ridge. 

ridicule e 7. derision or mockery. @ v./r make fun of; 
subject to ridicule; laugh at. [from Latin ndiculum 
‘laughable (thing)’| 

ridiculous ad. 1 deserving or inviting ridicule. 
2 unreasonable, absurd. [from Latin rdiculosus| 
O ridiculously adv. ridiculousness n. 

riding! 7. 1 in senses of gine v. 2 the practice or skill 
of riders of horses. 3 = rior 7. 3. 

riding® ». 1 each of three former administrative 
divisions (East Riding, North Riding, West 
Riding) of Yorkshire. 2 an electoral division of 
Canada. [from Old Norse ¢hrithjungr ‘third part | 

riding habit see #nir 7. 5b. 

riding light n. a light shown by a ship at anchor. 

rife predic.adj. 1 of common occurrence; wide- 
spread. 2 foll. by with) abounding in, teeming with, 
[Old English| o rifeness x, 

riff en. a short repeated phrase in jazz etc. @ v.inir. 
play riffs. [20th-century coinage] 

riffle e ». 1 # a turn (pages) in quick succession, 
b shuffle (playing cards) esp. by flexing and 


RIGGING 


There are two types of rigging on a ship: 
standing rigging consists of the ropes, wires, 
and chains that fix the mast and yards into 
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mizzen-mast / 
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eel J 


rigging 


place; running rigging includes blocks, 
tackle, halyards, and sheets, which are used 
to hoist, lower, or trim the sails. 
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main topgallant stay / 
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bobstay 


forestay 


yt velar 


mainstay \ fore hatch tackle 


combining the two halves of a pack. 2 itr (often 
foll. by through) leaf quickly (through pages). @ 7. the 
act or an instance of riffling. 

riff-raff 7. (often prec. by the) rabble, disreputable 
or undesirable persons, [from Old French mf ¢t raf] 

rifle’e 7. 1a gun with a long rifled barrel, esp. one 
fired from shoulder level. > Gun. 2 (in pl.) riflemen. 
@ «./x make spiral grooves in (a gun or its barrel or 
bore) to make a bullet spin. [from Old French m/ler 
‘to graze, scratch’] 

rifle? », 1 inix. (foll. by through) search through. 2 tr. 
search and rob, esp. of all that can be found, [from 
Old Dutch nffelen| 

rifleman 7. (//. -men) a soldier armed with a rifle. 

rifle range 1. a place for rifle practice. 

rifle shot 7. 1 the distance coverable by a shot from 
a rifle. 2 a shot fired with a rifle. 

rifling ». ¥ the arrangement of grooves on the 
inside of a gun’s barrel. 


harrel bullet 


rifling 


RIFLING: GROSS-SEGTION OF A GUN BARRE] 
SHOWING RITLING 


rift e 7. laa crack or spht. b an opening in a cloud 
etc. 2 a cleft or fissure in earth or rock, 3 a breach 
in friendly relations. @ ux tear or burst apart. 
{Middle English] o riftless ad). 


rift valley 7. W a stcep-sided valley formed by 
subsidence of the Earth’s crust between nearly 
parallel faults. 


, fault 


fault , rifl valley 


| strala 


RIFT VALLEY: MODEL OF PHE EARTH'S ¢.RUS'1 
SHOWING A RIFT VALLEY 


rig'@ wf: (rigged, rigging) 1 a provide (a sailing ship 
with sails, rigging, etc. b prepare ready for sailing. 
2 (often foll. by out, up) fit with clothes or other equip- 
ment. 3 (loll. by wp) set up hastily or as a makeshifi 
4 assemble and adjust the parts of (an aircraft). @ 7 
I the arrangement of masts. sails, rigging. ete., of a 
sailing ship. 2 equipment for a special purpose, e.g. a 
radio transmitter. 3 = ou. we, prREane Ric. [Midclle 
English} o rigged ad). (also mi comb.) 

rig’ at (rigged, rigging 
fraudulently (they rigged the election). 
coinage] 0 rigger 1. 


manage or conduct 


[18th-century 


rigger 7. 1 a a person who rigs or who arranges 
rigging. b a person who crects and maintains scal- 
folding ete. 2 Rowing = ot rricare +. 3 a ship rigge« 
in a specilied way. 4 a worker on an oil rig 


rigging 7. Aa ship's ropes supporting the masts o1 
supporting and controlling the sails. ¢ 


right 


right @ ad. 1 (of conduct ete.) just. morally or 
socially correct (do the right thing). 2 wue, correct (the 
righ! time). 3. less wrong or not wrong (which ts the right 
way). 4 more or most suitable or preferable (the 
night person for the job). 3 iw a sound or normal condi- 
tion (the engine doesn't sound night). 6 a on or towards 
the side of the human body which is to the east 
when facing north. b on or towards that part of an 
object which is analogous to a person’s right side or 
(with opposite sense) which is nearer to the right 
hand of a person facing it. 7 esp. Brit. collog. or 
archaw veal, properly so called (made a right mess of il). 
8 ialso Right) Polit. of the Right. @ x. 1 that which 
is morally or socially correct or just; fair treatment 
foften im pl.: the righls and wrongs of the case). 2 (often 
foll. by to, or fo + infin.) a justification or fair claim 
(has no right to speak hke thal). 3 a thing one may 
legally or morally claim; authority to act (a right of 
reply, human rights). 4 the right-hand part or region 
or direction. 3 Boving a the right hand. b a blow 
with this. 6 (often Right) Poli/. a a group or section 
favouring conservatism. b such conservatives 
collectively. 7 (in full stage right) the side of a 
stage which ts to the right of a person facing the 
audience. @ z.f 1 \often refl.) restore to a proper or 
straight or vertical position. 2 a correct inistakes 
etc.1: set in order. b avenge (a wrong or a wronged 
person); make reparation for or to. @ ade. I straight 
(go right on), 2 collog. immediately; without delay (do 
it right now). 3 a toll. by to, round, through, ete.) all the 
way (night to the bottom). b (loll. by off, oul, ete.) 
completely (am right out of butter). 4 exactly, quite 
right in the middle). 3 justly, properly, correctly, truly, 
sausfactorily (not holding it nght: if 1 remember right 
6 on or to the right side, 7 archaic very; to the full 
(dined right royally). @ int. collog. expressing agreement 
or asscnt. 0 as right as rain perfectly sound and 
healthy. at right angles placed to form a right 
angle. by right (or rights) if right were done. do 
right by act dutifully towards (a person). in one’s 
own right through one’s own position or effort 
etc. in the right having justice or truth on one’s 
side. in one’s right mind sane; competent to 
think and act. of \or as of) right having legal o1 
moral etc. entitlement. put (or set) right 1 restore 
to order, health, etc. 2 correct the mistaken impres- 
sion etc. of {a person). put (or set) to rights mak 
correct or well ordered. right and left (or right, 
left, and centre) on all sides. right away (or off | 
immediately. right oh! (or ho!) = einio. right on! 
slang an expression of strong approval 
or encouragement (cf. 
right you are! co/log. an exclama- 
tion of assent. too right collog. an 
expression of agreement. within 
one’s rights not exceeding one’s 
authority or entitlement. [Old English] 
OD righter v. rightish «adj. rightless ad). 
rightness /. 

right about 2. ‘also right about-face or Sri/. 
right about-turn 1 esp. \///. a right turn con- 
tinued to face the rear. 2a reversal of policy, 3 a 
hasty retreat 


RHGHI-ON), 


right angle ¥, an angle of 90 , as formed by divid- 
ing a circle into quarters. 0 right-angled ai) 

right arm #7. one’s most reliable helper 

right-back 9. (in football, hockey, ete. a back 
who plays primarily on the right of the pitch. 
D 1OOrK\L 

right bank ». the bank of a river on the right facing 
downstream 

righteous adj. (of a person or conduct) morally 
night: virtuous, law-abiding. [Old English] 0 right- 
eously «d:. righteousness 1 

right-footed dj. 1 using the right foot by prefer- 

than the left. 2 tof a kick 

ith the night foot. 


chee as more serviccabh 


ete.) done or mace w 
rightful adj, 1 aot a person; legitimately entitled 
ta ta position ete). b col 
ete., that one Is 


Stalls Or property 


entitled to. 2 vol an action et 


equitable. fair. [Old English] 0 rightfully adv. 
rightfulness 7. 

right-hand «dj. 1 on or towards the right side of a 
person or thing. 2 done with the right hand. 3 (of a 
Screw) = RIGHT-HANDED +h, 

right hand ». b= gH HAND Man. 2 the most import- 
alt position next to a person. 

right-handed ad). I using the right hand by pref- 
erence as more serviceable than the lefi, 2 (of a tool 
etc.) made to be used with the right hand. 3 (of a 
hlow) struck with the right hand. 4 a turning to the 
right; towards the right. b (of a screw) advanced by 
turning clockwise. O right-handedly ad:. right- 
handedness ». 

right-hander 7. 1 a right-handed person. 2 a 
nght-handed blow. 

right-hand man », an indispensable or chief assist- 
ant. 

Right Honourable adj. Bri/. a title given to certain 
high officials, e.g. Privy Counsellors, 

rightism 7. Po/i/. the principles or policy of the 
night. o rightist 7. @ ad). 

rightly adv. justly, properly, correctly, justifiably. 

right-minded adj. having sound views and prin- 
ciples. 

rightmost «dj. furthest to the right. 

righto ii/. (also righty-ho; Brit. collog. expressing 
ugrecment or assent. 

right of abode 7. Bri. a person's right to take up 
residence or remain resident in a country. 

right of primogeniture see pRinocinirt kt 2. 

right of way 7. 1 a right established by usage to 
pass over another's ground. 2 a path subject to such 
aright. 3 the right of a vehicle to precedence. 

right-on adj. s/ang excellent; fashionable: politically 
correct (cf right on). 

Right Reverend ad. the title of a bishop. 

right side 7. the better or desirable, or usable side 
of something, esp. fabric. 0 on the right side of 
Lin favour with (a person). 2 somewhat less than (a 
specified age). right side out with the right side 
outwards: not inside out. 

right-thinking ad, = Riciti-MINviD. 

right-to-life adj. = pRo-Lit.. 

rightward e ad. (also rightwards) towards the 
right. @ ad. going towards or facing the right. 

right whale 1. W any large-headed whale of the 

family Balaenidae, rich in whale- 

bone and easily captured. 
© WHALI 


; callosity 


rotund body 


= 
a 


RIGHT WHALE: SOUTHERN 
RIGHL WHALL 
(Eubalaena australis) 


| naddle shaped 
fuippe 5 


right-wing «dj. 1 conservative; reactionary. 2 ol 
or relating to the right wing in football ete. & rucny 

right wing 7. 1 the conservative section of a polit- 
ical party or system, 2 the right side of a football 
etc. team on the field. o right-winger n. 

righty-ho var. of gino 

rigid ad). 1 not flexible: that cannot be bent. 2 (al a 
person, conduct, ete. mflesible, strict, punctilious 
Jfrom Latin ngidis] 0 rigidity n. rigidly ad. rigid- 
ness 1! 

rigidify ¢./: G 


reid 


mir \-ies. -ted) make or become 


ring 


rigmarole 7. 1 a lengthy and complicated proced- 
ure. 2 a a rambling or meaningless account or 
tale. b such talk. [originally ragman roll ‘a cata- 
lovue | 

rigor'7. Afed. 1 a sudden feeting of cold with shiv- 
ering accompanied by a rise in temperature. 
2 rigidity of the body caused by shock or poisoning 
etc. {Latin} 

rigor? US var. of ricour. 

rigor mortis 7. stiflening of the body after death. 
[Latin, literally “stiftness of death’] 

rigorous adj. 1 characterized by or showing rigour; 
strict, severe. 2 strictly exact or accurate. 0 rigor- 
ously adi. rigorousness 7. 

rigour 7. ((\S rigor) I a severity, strictness, harsh- 
ness. b (in p/.) harsh measures or conditions. 2 logi- 
cal exactitude. 3 strict enforcement of rules etc. (‘he 
ulmost rigour of the la’). [from Latin rgor] 

rig-out 7. Bri/. collog. an outfit of clothes. 

rile vl: collog. anger. irritate. [variant of dialect roi! 
‘to stir up (a liquid)’] 

Riley 2. (also Reilly) o the life of Riley collog. a 
carefree existence. [20th-century coinage | 

rilievo var. of RELI. 

rill n. a stnall stream. |fron1 Low German 7i/| 

rim ew. laa raised edge or border. b a margin or 
verge, esp. of something circular. 2 the part of a 
pair of spectacles surrounding the lenses. 3 the 
outer edge of a wheel, on which the tyre is fitted. 
e@ v/r (rimmed, rimming) 1 a provide with a rim. 
b he a rim for or to. 2 edge, border. [Old English] 
Orimless adj. rimmed ad). (also in comb.). 

rime! e 7. 1 frost, esp. formed from cloud or fog. 
2 poet. hoar frost. @ wf cover with rime. [Old 
English] o rimy ad). 

rime? archaic var. of Rivet. 

rind e 7. 1 the tough outer layer or covering of fruit, 
cheese, bacon, etc. 2 the bark of a tree or plant. 
e vir strip the bark from. [Old English] 0 rinded 
adj. (also in comb). rindless ad). 


rinderpest 7. a virulent infectious viral disease of 
ruminants (esp. cattle). [German, from Rinder 
‘cattle’ + Pes! “plague’] 
ring! e 7. La circular band, usu. of precious metal, 
worn on a finger, 2-a circular band of any material. 
3 the rim of a cylindrical or circular object, or a 
line or band round it. 4 a mark or part having the 
form of a circular band (smoke rings). 5 = ANNuat. RING. 
6 a an enclosure for a circus performance, boxing, 
the showing of cattle, etc. b (prec. by the) bookmak- 
ers collectively. 7 a a group of people or things 
arranged in a circle. b such an arrangement. 8 a 
combination of traders, spies. politicians, ete. 
acting together usu. illicitly for profit 
ete. 9 a circular or spiral course. 
10 = cas eins. 11 Chem. a group 
of atoms each bonded to 
two others in a closed 
sequence. @ ul L make 
or draw a cirele round. 
2 ‘often foll. by round, about, in) encircle or hem 
in (game or cattle). 3 put a ring on (a bird etc.) or 
through the nose of (a pig, bull, ete.). o run (or 
make) rings round co/loj. outclass or outwit 
(another person). [Old English] o ringed adj. (also 
in comb). ringless aq). 
ring’ @ @, (fas! rang: past part. rung) 1 inf: (ofien 
foll. by ou! etc.) give a clear resonant or vibrating 
sound of or as of a bell (a shot rang out). 2 ty a make 
esp. a bell) ring. b (adso/.) call for service or atten- 
tion by ringing a bell. 3 / (also absol.; often foll. by 
up) esp. Brit. call by telephone. 4 mix (usu. foll. by 
wh, to) (of a place) resound or be permeated with 
a sound, or an attribute (the theatre rang with applause) 
5 int, (of the cars) be filled with a sensation of ring- 
ing. 6 4. a sound (a peal ete.) on bells. b 1of a bell} 
sound (the hour ete... 7 & (fll. by mm, ou’) usher in or 
out with bell-ringing (rang out the Old Yar). 8 intr, tof 
scnuments etc.) convey a specified impression 


ring-binder 


(words rang hollow). @ n. 1 a ringing sound or tone. 
2 a the act of ringing a bell. b the sound caused by 
this. 3 collog. a telephone call. 4 a specified feeling 
conveyed by an utterance (had a melancholy ring). 5a 
set of esp. church bells. o ring back make a return 
telephone call to. ring a bell see nett. ring the 
changes (on) see cHANGc. ring down (or up; the 
curtain 1 Theair, cause the curtain to be lowered 
or raised. 2 (foll. by on) mark the end or the begin- 
ning of (an enterprise etc.). ring in Byil. report or 
make contact by telephone. ring in one’s ears (or 
heart ctc.) linger in the memory. ring off Bri. end 
a telephone call by replacing the receiver. ring 
true (or false) convey an impression of truth or 
falsehood. ring up 1 Brit. call by telephone. 
2 record (an amount etc.) on a cash register. [Old 
Enghsh| o ringed adj, (also in comb). ringer n. 
ringing adj. ringingly adv. 

ring-binder 7. a joose-leaf binder with ring- 
shaped clasps that can be opened to pass through 
holes in the paper. 

ring circuit 7. an electrical circuit serving a 
number of power points with one fuse in the supply 
to the circuit. 

ringed plover 7. ® cither 
of two small plovers, 
Charadrius hiaticula and 
C. dubius. 

ringer 7. 1 slang a esp. 
US an athlete or horse 
entered in a competi- 
tion by fraudulent 
means, esp. as a substi- 
tute. b a person’s or 
thing’s double, esp. an 
impostor. 2 a person who 
rings, esp. a bell-ringer. o be 
a ringer (or dead ringer) 
for resemble (a person) exactly. 

ring-fence e@ 7. a fence completely enclosing a 
piece of land. @ uéx 1 enclose with a ring-fence. 
2 a guagd securcly. b Finance protect or guarantec 
(funds), ~ 

ring finger 1. the finger next to the little finger, esp. 
of the left hand, on which the wedding ring is usu. 
worn. 

ringing tone 7. a sound heard by a telephone caller 
when the number dialled is being rung. 


RINGED PLOVER 
(Charadrius 
hialicula) 


ringleader 1. a leading instigator in an ilheit or 
illegal activity. 

ringlet 7. a lock of hair hanging in a corkscrew; 
shaped curl. o ringletted aq. (US ringleted). 

ring main 7. Brit. 1 an electrical supply serving a 
series of consumers and returnmg to the original 
source, so that each consumer has an alternative 
path in the event of a failure. 2 = king cinct H. 

ringmaster 1. the person directing a circus per- 
formance. 

ring ouzel ». a thrush, Zardus forquatus, with a white 
crescent across its breast. 

ring-pull 7. a ring on a tin for pulling to break its 
seal. 

ring road n. esp, Bri. a bypass encircling a town. 

ringside ». the area immediately beside a boxing 
ring or circus ring etc. (often alirib: a ringside seat). 
O ringsider 7. 

ringworm 1. aly of various fungal inlecons ol 
the skin causing circular inflamed patches, esp, on 
the scalp. 

rink 7. t an area of ice for skating or the game ol 
curling etc. 2 an enclosed area for roller skating. 3 4 
building containing either of these. 4 Bozwels a strip 
of the green used for playing a match, [Middle 
English, originally Scots in sense ‘jousting-ground | 

rinse e ¢./7, (often foll. by “ough, out) 1 wash with 
clean water. 2 apply liquid to. 3 wash lightly. 4 put 
(clothes etc.) through clean water to remove soap or 
detergent. 5 foll. by out, away) clear (impurities) by 
rinsing. @ 7. 1 the act or an instance of rinsing. 2 a 


solution for cleansing the mouth. 3 a dye for the 
temporary tinting of hair. [from Old French ricer] 
Orinser 7. 

Rioja /ri-o-ha/ n. wine produced in Rioja, a 
district in northern Spain. 

riot e 7. 1 aa disturbance of the peace by a crowd. 
b (altri) involved in suppressing riots (riot police). 
2 uncontrolled revelry; noisy behaviour. 3 (loll. by 
of ) a lavish display or enjoyment (@ rot of colour and 
sound). 4 collog. a very amusing thing or person. 
@ vinir. 1 make or engage in a riot. 2 live wantonly; 
revel, O read the riot act put a firm stop to insub- 
ordination etc.; give a severe warning. run riot 
1 throw off all restraint. 2 (of plants) grow or 
spread uncontrolled. {from Old French] o rioter z. 

riot gear 7. protective clothing, helmets, etc., worn 
by police or prison officers in situations of violence 
or potential violence. 

riotous adj. 1 marked by or mvolving rioting. 
2 characterized by wanton conduct. 3 wildly 
profuse. Oo riotously adv. riotousness 7. 

RIP abbr. may he or she or they rest in peace. [Latin 
requiescal (pl. requiescant) in pace] 

rip'e v. (ripped, ripping) 1 ¢ tear or cut (a thing) 

quickly or forcibly away or apart. 2 f a make (a 

hole ete.) by ripping. b make a long tear or cut in, 

3 intr. come violently apart. 4 mlz 
rush along. @ 7. Lb a long tear or 

cut. 2 an act of ripping. o let 

rip collog. 1 act or proceed without 

restraint, 2 speak violently. 3 not check 

the speed of or interfere with (a person or thing). 
rip into attack (a person) verbally. rip off collog. 
defraud, steal. [Middle English] 

rip? x. 1 a dissolute person, 2 a rascal. 3 a worthless 
horse. [1 8th-century coinage] 

riparian adj. esp. Law of or ona river bank. [based 
on Latin npa ‘river bank’ | 

ripcord 1. a cord for releasing a parachute from its 
pack, 

ripe «dj. 1 (of grain, cheese, ete.) reacly to be reaped 
or picked or eaten. 2 mature; fully developed. 3 (ol 
a person's age) advanced. 4 often foll. by for) fit or 
ready (when the hme is ripe). [Old English] a ripely 
adi. ripeness 2. 

ripen wiz & int, make or become ripe. 

rip-off 7. collog. 1 a traud or swindle. 2 financial 
exploitation, 

riposte /ri-posst/ e 7. 1 a quick sharp reply or 
retort. 2 a quick return thrust in fencing. @ 7.inr, 
deliver a riposte. [French] 

ripper 7. 1 a person or thing that rips. 2 a murderes 
who rips or mutilates victims’ bodies. 

ripple e x. 1 a ruffling of the water's surtace, a 
small wave or series of waves. 2 a gentle lively 
sound that rises and falls, c.g. of applause. 3 a wavy 
appearance in hair, material, etc. @ ¢ La ir form 
ripples; flow in ripples. bf: cause to do this. 2 a. 
show or sound like ripples. [1 7th-century coinage | 
dripply ad). 

rip-roaring adj. 1 wildly noisy or boisterous. 
2 excellent, first-rate. O rip-roaringly ad: 

ripsaw 7. a coarse saw for sawing wood along the 
erain. 

ripsnorter 7. cu/log. an cnergetic, remarkable, or 
excellent’ person or thing. 0 ripsnorting ad). 
ripsnortingly «di. 

ripstop e affrib.adj. (of fabric, clothing, etc.) woven 
so that a tear will not spread. @ 7, ripstop fabric. 

RISC /risk/ nx. 1 a computer designed to perform a 
limited set of operations at high speed, 2 comput- 
ing using this kind of computer. [acronyin trom 
reduced instruction set computer (or compuling)] 

rise @ (inl. (past rose; pas! part. risen) l come or go 
up. 2 grow, project, expand, or incline upwards; 
become higher. 3 appear above the horizon. 4a get 
up from lying or sitting or knecling, b get out ol 
bed, esp. in the morning, 5 become erect, 6 esp. 


rite of passage 


Brit. (of a meeting etc.) cease to sit for business. 
7 reach a higher position or level or amount (he 
flood has risen). 8 develop greater intensity, strength, 
volume, or pitch (/hea vores rose). 9 make progress: 
reach a higher social position (rose from the ranks). 
10 a come to the surface of liquid. b (of a person) 
react to provocation (rise /o the bail). 11 become or 
be visible above the surroundings etc. 12 a (of 
buildings ete.) undergo construction from the foun- 
dations (office blocks were rising). b (of a trec ete.) grow 
to a (usu. specified) height. 13 come to life again 
(rise from the ashes). 14 (of dough) swell by the action 
of yeast etc. 15 (often foll. by wp) rebel (ase up agains! 
the despot), 16 originate (the river rises in the mountains). 
17 (of wind) start to blow. 18 (of a person’s spirits) 
become cheerful. 19 (of a barometer) show a 
higher atmospheric pressure. @ nv. 1 an act or 
manner or amount of rising. 2 an upward slope or 
hill or movement (dhe house stood on a rise). 3 an 
increase in sound or pitch. 4 a an increase in 
amount, extent, etc. (@ rise in unemployment). b Brit. 
an increase in salary, wages, etc. 5 an increase in 
status or power. 6 social, commercial, or political 
advancement. 7 the movement of a fish to the 
surface. 8 origin. 9 a the vertical height of a step, 
arch, etc, b= ristx 2, O get (or take) a rise out of 
collog. provoke an emoUonal reacuon from (a 
person), esp. by teasing. on the rise on the 
increase. rise above be superior to (petty feelings, 
difficulties, ete.). rise to develop or reveal powers 
appropriate to (an event). [Old English] 

riser 7. 1 a person who rises esp. trom bed (an early 
nser). 2 a vertical section between the treads of a 
staircase. 3a vertical pipe for the flow of liquid or 
gas. 

rishi 7. ()/. rishis) a Hindu sage or saint. [from 
Sanskrit 77] 

risible adj. 1 laughable, ludicrous. 2 inclined to 
laugh. [from Late Latin mszbilis| 0 risibility 7. ris- 
ibly ade. 

rising @ ¢/). 1 going up; getting higher. 2 increasing 
(rising costs). 3 advancing to maturity or high stand- 
ing (a rising young lawyer). 4 Brit. approaching a speci- 
fied age (dhe nying fives). 5 (of ground) sloping 
upwards. @ 2. a revolt or insurrection. 

rising damp 7. Bri. moisture absorbed from the 
ground into a wall. 


risk @ 7. 1 a chance or possibility of danger, loss, 
injury, cle. (@ health rosk). 2 a person or thing « vusing 
a risk or regarded in relation to risk. @ vz 1 expose 
to risk. 2 accept the chance of (risk gelling wel). 
3 venture on. GO at risk exposed to danger. at 
one’s (own) risk accepting responsibility, agree- 
ing to make no claims. at the risk of with the 
possibility of (an adverse consequence). put at 
risk expose to danger. risk one’s neck put onc’s 
own life m danger. run a (or the) risk jofien oll. 
by of } expose oneself’ to danger, loss, etc. take (or 
run) a risk chance the possibility of danger cte. 
[from Italian raco ‘danger’ 

risky adj. (riskier, riskiest) 1 involving risk. 
2 = risque. O riskily adv. riskiness 1. 

risotto x. (pl. -os) an Italian savoury rice dish 
cooked in stock. [Italian, from risa ‘rice’ 

risqué /reess-kay/ adj. (of a story etc. slighth 
indecent. [French, literally ‘risked’ 

rissole 7. a compressed mixture of meat and spices, 
coated m breadcrumbs and fried, [based on Late 
Lawn russeolus reddish’ | 

ritardando «aid... adj... G n. (pl. -os or ritardandi) 
Aus, = RAN TNDO. [Ttahan] 

rite 7. 1 a religious or solemn observance or act. 
2 an action or procedure required or usual in this. 
3a body of customary observances characteristu 
of a Church or a part of it (fhe Latin rite). [from 
Latin rfus (religious) usage | 

rite of passage n. (often in pi.) a ritual or event 
marking a stage of a person’s advance through lite, 


ito Here. 
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ritual 


ritual e 7. 1 a prescribed order of performing rites. 
2 a procedure regularly followed. @ adj. of or done 
as a ritual or rites. [from Latin ritualiy| o ritualize 
vir G&S intr (also -ise). ritualization 7. (also 
-isation). ritually ad. 

ritualism 7. the regular or excessive practice of 
ritual. O ritualist 7. ritualistic adj. ritualistic- 
ally adi. 

ritzy «dj. (ritzier, ritziest) collog. 1 high-class, lux- 
urious. 2 ostentatiously smart. {from C. Ritz, Swiss 
hotel-owner, 1850 1918] a ritzily adz, ritziness n. 

rival e ». 1 a person competing with another for the 
same objective. 2 a person or thing that equals 
another in quality. @e uf: (rivalled, rivalling: 
US rivaled, rivaling) 1 be the rival of or compar- 
able to, 2 seem or claim to be as good as. [from 
Latin nivalis, originally in sense ‘using the same 
stream’ | 

rivalry n. | pi. -ies) the state or an instance of 
being rivals; competition. 

rive v.l7. (past rived; past parl. riven) archaic or 
poet. (except 11 passive or as riven ad.) 1 split 
or tear apart violently (@ country riven by conflict). 
2 split (wood or stone) (ren pacing). [from Old 
Norse ria] 

river }!. 1 ¥ a copious natural stream of water flow- 
ing in a channel to the sea or a lake etc. 2 a copious 
flow. [based on Latin npa ‘river bank’) 6 rivered 
ad). (also in comb.). riverless ad). 

riverboat 7. a boat designed for use on rivers. 
D port 

riverine ad. of or ona river or river bank: riparian. 

riverside 7. the ground along a river bank. 

rivet e 7). a nail or bolt for holding together metal 
plates etc., its headless end being beaten out flat 
when in place. @ v./7 riveted, riveting: 1 a join or 
fasten with rivets. b beat out flat or press down the 
end of (a nail or bolt). e fix: make immovable. 
2 a (toll. by on, upon) direct intently (one’s eyes or 
attention etc.). b iesp. as riveting adj.) engross (a 
person or the attention). [from Old French nver ‘to 
clench | 0 riveter 7. 


RIVER 


At its source, a river is usually steep, erodmg downwards 
to cut deep valleys and gorges. Rapids and waterfalls may 
form where the river flows from hard to softer rock. As 
it looses its steep gradient, the river slows down and 
deposits silt; sideways erosion increases and the 


river begins to meander, forming a flood- 
plain. Strong erosion in 
tight meanders can cut 
off sections, forming 
oxbow lakes. 


at 


lerreter 


sediment deposited on 


vere ie ‘ 


vea hed 


interconnected 
lake channels 


riviera /ri-vi-air-i/ n. a coastal region with a 
subtropical climate, vegetation, etc., esp. that of SE 
France and NW Italy; [Italian, literally “sea-shore’] 

rivulet 7. a small stream. [altcration of archaic 
French riveret ‘little river’] 

RM addi. (in the US) Royal Marines. 

RN adbbz: (in the UK) Royal Navy. 

Rn symb. Chem. the element radon. 

RNA add: ribonucleic acid. 

RNZAF addr. Royal New Zealand Air Force. 

RNZN abhi: Royal New Zealand Navy. 

roach! x. (p/. same) ¥ a small freshwater fish, esp. 
Rutilus rutilus. allied to the carp. [from Old French 
roc(hje| 


ROACH 
(Rutilus rutilus) 


roach? n. 1 \. Amer. collog. a cockroach. 2 slang the 
butt of a marijuana cigarette. [abbreviation] 

roach® 7. Nau. 1 aa curved part of a fore-and-aft 
sail extending beyond a straight line between its 
corners, esp. on the leech side. b the breadth 
of this. 2 an upward curve in the 
foot of a square sail. [18th c.: 
origin unknown} 


road 7. 1 aa path or way with a specially 
prepared surface, used by vehicles, pedestrians, 
etc. b the part of this used by vehicles (don? step in 
the road). 2 esp. Bril. one’s way or route (our road look 
us through unexplored lerritory). 3 (usu. in pl.) a partly 
sheltered piece of water near the shore in which 
ships can ride at anchor. o get out of the (or 
my etc.) road collog. cease to obstruct a person. 
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roam 


in the (or my etc.) road collog. obstructing a 
person or thing. on the road travelling, esp. as a 
firm’s representative, itinerant performer, or 
vagrant. [Old English] 0 roadless ad). 

roadbed 7. 1 the foundation structure of a railway. 
2 the material laid down to form a road. 

roadblock 7. a barrier set up on a road in order to 
stop and examine traffic. 

road fund licence 7. Bri. a disc displayed on a 
vehicle certifying payment of road tax. 

road hog 2. collog. a reckless or inconsiderate road 
user, esp. a motorist. 

road-holding 7. the capacity of a moving vehicle 
to remain stable when cornering at high speeds etc. 

roadhouse 7. an inn or club on a major road. 

road hump 2. = sLeepinG POLICEMAN. 

roadie n. collog. an assistant employed by a touring 
band of musicians to erect and maintain equip- 
ment. 

road kill n. chiefly .\. Amer. 1 animals killed on the 
road by a vehicle. 2 a killing of an animal on the 
road by a vehicle. 

road manager 7. the organizer and supervisor of 
a musicians’ tour, 

road metal n. Bril. broken stone used in road- 
making or for railway ballast. 

road-pricing 7. the practice of charging motorists 
to use busy roads at certain times. 

road rage 7. anger towards other road users, ex- 
perienced by a person when driving. 

roadroller 7. a motor vehicle with a heavy roller, 
used in road-making, 

roadrunner 7. ¥ a fast-running bird of Mexican 

and US deserts, Geovovcyx californianus, related to 

the cuckoo. 


ROADRUNNER. 
GREATER ROADRUNNER 
(Geococcyx californianus) 


road sense 7. Bril. a person’s capacity for safe 
behaviour on the road, esp. in traffic. 

roadshow ». | aa performance given by a touring 

company, esp..a group of pop musicians. b a 

company giving such performances, 2 a radio 

or television programme made on location, 

esp. a series of programmes each from a differ- 

emt venue. 

roadside 7. the strip of land beside a road 

(often attrib: roadside café). 

road sign 7. a sign giving information or instruc- 
tions to road users. 

roadstead 7. = Ko\D 3. 

roadster 7. 1 an open two-seater motor car. 2 a 
bicycle or (formerly) a horse for use on the road. 

road tax n. Brit. a periodic tax payable on road 
vehicles. 

road teste 7. a test of the performance of a vehicle 
on the road. @ «fr, (road-test) test (a vehicle) on the 
road. 

roadway 7. 1 a road. 2 = row 1b. 3 the part of a 
bridge or railway used for traffic. 

roadwork ». I (in pl.) Brit. the construction, repair, 
etc. of roads. 2 athletic exercise or training involy- 
ing running on roads. 

roadworthy a). fit to be used on the road. 0 road- 
worthiness 1. 

roam e ». 1 intr ramble, wander. 2 #: travel unsys- 
tematically over, through, or about. @ x. an act of 
roamung; a ramble. [Middle English] 0 roamer n. 


roan 


STRAWBLRRY 
ROAN 


ROAN: EXAMPLES OF ROAN HORSLS 


roan e adj. A (of esp. a horse) having a coat of which 
the prevailing colour is thickly interspersed with 
hairs of another colour. @ 7. a roan animal. [lrom 
Old French| 

roar @ 7. 1 a loud deep hoarse sound, as made by a 
hon. 2 a loud laugh. @ @ | imix a utter or make a 
roar. b utter loud laughter. 2 inir, travel in a vehicle 
at high speed, esp. with the engine roaring. 3 ty: 
(often foll. by ow/) say, sing, or utter ‘words. an oath, 
etc.) in a loud tone. [Old Enghish| 0 roarer 7. 

roaring adj. in senses of KO\R v. O roaring drunk 
collog. very drunk and noisy. roaring trade (or 
business) collog. very brisk trade or business. 
O roaringly adi. 

roast ev. 1 fr a cook (food, esp, meat) in an oven o1 
by exposure to open heat. b heat (coffee beans 
before grinding. 2 tr, G reff. expose (oneself ete.) to 
warmth. 3 ¢r critivize severely, denounce. 4 intr, 
undergo roasting. @ attrib.adj. (of meat or a potato, 
chestnut, etc.) roasted. @ 7. 1 a roast meat. b a dish 
of this. c a piece of meat for roasting. 2 the process 
of roasting 3 US a party where roasted food is 
eaten. [from Old French ros/| 

roaster 7. 1 a person or thing that roasts. 2 a an 
oven or dish for roasting food in. b a coltce-roast- 
ing apparatus. 3 something fit for roasting, e.g. a 
fowl, a potato, ete. 

roasting @ adj. very hot and dry. @ 7. 1 in senscs of 
ROAST 2, 2 a severe criticism or denunciation. 

rob ¢./7. (robbed, robbing, often foll. by of ) 1 take 
unlawfully from, esp. by force or threat of force, 
2 deprive of what is due or normal (was robbed of m 
sleep). 3 (absol.) commit robbery. [from Old French 
10b(bjer| O robber n. 

robbery 2. (pi. -ies) 1 a the act or process of 
robbing. esp. with force or threat of force. b an 
instance of this. 2 excessive financial demand o1 
COST. 

robe e 7. 1 a long loose outer garment. 2 esp. A. 
Amer, a dressing gown. 3 \often in p/.) a long outer 
garment worn as an indication of the wearer's 
rank, profession, cte. 4. mer. a blanket or wrap 
of fur. e@ @ 1 f& clothe (a person) in a robe; dress. 
2 inf, put on one’s robes or vestments. [Middle 
English| 

robin 7). 1 (also robin redbreast) « small brown 
European bird, Erithacus rubecula, the adult of 
which has a red throat and breast. 2.\. [mer a red- 
breasted thrush, Jurdus [from Old 
French, pet form of the name Robert] 


mugralonus. 


robinia 7, > any N. Ameri- 


tree or false acacia. ; speed 
: RES pinnate 
[named after J. Robin, 17th- Pune 
; feet leaf 
century French gardener] 
robot 7. 1 a machine with a ROBINIA 
human appearance or func- (Robinia 


<) 


can tree or shrub of the 
genus Robinia, e.g. a locust 


tioning like a human. 2 Wa 
machine capable of carrying 
out a complex series of actions 
automatically. 3 a person who works 
mechanically and efficiently but insensi- 
tively. 4 S.Af; an automatic traffic signal. 
[from Czech robola ‘forced labour’, used in K. 
Capek’s play R.UR. ( Rossum’s Universal Robots’), 
1920] G robotic adj. robotically adv. robotize 

wir: (also -ise). robotization 7. (also -isation). 
robotics 7.p/. (usu. treated as sing) the study of 
robots; the art or science of their design and oper- 
ation, 


pseudoacacia) 


§ 


robust adj. \robuster, robustest) I strong and 
sturdy, esp. in physique or construction. 2 (of exer- 
cise, discipline, etc. vigorous, requiring strength. 
3 (of intellect or mental attitude) straightforward. 
4 (of a statement, reply, etc.) bold, firm, unyielding. 
5 (of wine etc.) full-bodied. {from Latin robustus 
‘firm and hard’| 6 robustly ad:. robustness n. 

robusta 7. 1 coffee or coffee beans from a widely 
grown African species of coffee plant, Coffea 
canephora (formerly robusta). 2 this plant. [modern 
Latin} 

ROC «hb. (in the UK) Royal Observer Corps. 

roc 7. a gigantic bird of Eastern legend. [from 
Arabic ruk| 

rock! 7. 1 a the hard material of the Earth’s crust. 
exposed on the surface or underlying the soil. b a 


lelescopte ‘arm’ 
‘wrist’ 


foul . 


‘rotating 
joiml 


sliding 
yom 


| ‘ erippe 


SENSOR-INTLORALLD 
INDUSPRIAL ROBOT 


ROBOT 


Robots are computer-controlled 
machines, programmed to sense 
and react to aspects of their envir- 
onment. They are frequently used 
where working conditions are 
unsuitable for humans. As well as 
working at a constant rate, robots 
can handle dangerous substances 
without fear of contammation, and 
can be built to function in extreme 
environments, such as outer space 

| or deep under water. The design of 
the most comimon factory robots is 
based on the human arm, with 
swivels replacing jomts, and grip- 
pers {fitted with sensors as hands’. 


‘elbow 


‘vhonlder 


rock-bottom 


similar material on other 
planets. 2 a mass of rock 
projecting and forming a 
hill, cliff, reef, etc. 3 a large 
detached AUS va 
stone of any size. 5 a firm 
and dependable support or 
protection. 6 Brit. a kind of 
hard confectionery — usu. 
made in cylindrical pepper- 
mint-flavoured sticks. 7 s/ang a precious stone, 
esp. a diamond. c on the rocks collog. 1 short of 
money. 2 (esp. of a marriage) in danger of breaking 
up. 3 (of a drink) served undiluted with ice cubes. 
[from medieval Latin rocea] G rockless ad). rock- 
let x. rocklike adj. 
rock? ev. 1 f: move gently to and fro in or as if ina 
cradle; set or maintain such motion. 2 mir. be or 
continue in such motion (sat rocking in his chatr) 
3 a mtr sway from side to side; shake, oscillate, reel. 
b fy cause to do this (an earthquake rocked the house). 
4 tr distress, perturb. 5 mfx dance to or play rock 
music. @ 2. La rocking movement. 2 a spell of rock- 
ing, 3 a = ROCK AND ROLL. b any of a variety of types 
of modern popular music with a rocking or swing- 
ing beat, derived trom rock and roll. 0 rock the 
boat collog. disturb the equilibrium of a situation. 
[Old English| 
rockabilly 7. a type of popular music combining 
elements of rock and roll and hill-billy music. 


stone, 


se 
\ 

wt 

o 


pendent | 


raceme 


rock and roll ». (also rock ’n’ roll) a type of 
popular dance music originating in the 1950s, 
characterized by a heavy beat and simple melodies, 
often with a blues element. 0 rock and roller 7. 

rock-bottom e adj. (of prices etc.) the very lowest. 
e 7. the very lowest level. 


motor to activate ‘arm’ 


joint 


‘\ motor to 
activate 
‘elbow 


preumatyu 
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{Tig 


rock-bound 


ROCK-CLIMBING 


The sport of rock-climbing involves specialized safety 
equipment. Ropes stretch slightly to absorb the shock of 
a fall; anchors such as friends and nuts secure ropes and 
runners to the rock face; karabiners are secure coupling 
links; belay devices allow the climber to control the rope 
in the event of a fall; and descendeurs help safe abseil- 
ing. On a two-person climb (shown right), the first 
climber (leader) climbs to the first stage (pitch), putting 
in anchors on the way. The second follows the same 
route, collecting the equipment as he or she climbs. 


rocket 


anchor 
SINGLE- 
PITCH runner —_jy) 
CLIMB 
standard 
helmet 
— 
\de 


BASIC EQUIPMENT 


DESCENDEUR BEIGAY 
| DEVICE 
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rock-bound ad). \of a coast) rocky and inaccessible. 

rock cake n. esp. Brit. a small currant cake with a 
hard rough surface. 

rock candy 7. ..\V) mer = xock' 7. 6. 

rock-climbing 7. 4 the sport of climbing rock 
laces. esp, with the dol Oo rock- 
climber ». 

rock crystal 7, transparent colourless quartz usu. 
in hexagonal prisms. > crys1 


Tapes ete 


AL, GLA, Ot \RIZ 


rock cycle 7. WV a cycle of geological processes 


| ROCK CYCLE 


All types of rock are constantly being generated and 
transformed. Igneous rock forms when magma rises 
from the Earth’s mantle, cooling and solidifying 

below or above the surface. Crustal movements can 


| thrust rock to the surface or bury it deeper. 
Below ground, any rock subjected 


extrusive igneous 
rock 
lava \ 


flow 


vent 
lava and * 
ash 


hol magma 


intrusive wgneaus rock | 


,| 
rock metamorphoved | 


hy heal from magma 


rack metamorphosed by | 
crushing and folding 


! devert formed from wind 
deposiled rock particles 


second 


( 


FRIEND NUT 


involving intrusion of igneous rock, uplift, erosion, 
transportation, deposition as sedimentary rock, 
metamorphism, remelting, and further igneous 
intrusion. 
rocker 7. 1 a person or thing that rocks. 2 a curved 
Joan oor similar on which something can 
rock. 3 a rocking chair. 4 a Brit. a devotee of rock 
music, esp. a leather-clad motorcyclist. b a rock mu- 
sician. 5 a switch constructed on a pivot mechan- 
ism operating between the ‘on’ and ‘off positions. 


support. 


6 any rocking device forming part of a mechanism. 
0 off one’s rocker slang crazy. 

rockery n. (pl. -ies) a heaped arrangement of 
rough stones with soil between them for growing 
rock plants on. . 

rocket! en. 1a cylindrical projectile that can be 
propelled to a great height or distance by combus- 
tion of its contents. 2 an engine using a similar 
principle but not dependent on air intake for 
its operation. 3 W a rocket-propelled missile, 
spacecraft, etc. > spacecrarr. 4 Brit. collog. a severe 
reprimand. @ v. (rocketed, 
rocketing) 1 /. bombard 
with rockets. 2 mr. a 
move rapidly upwards 
or away. b increase 
rapidly (prices rocketed ). 
{from Italian rochetto 
‘little rock’, with refer- 
ence to its evlindrical 


shape] 
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glacier erodes rock 


mee STAGES IN 


_ waterfall erodes rock 


rock particles deposited 


fas sediment in lake 


sedimentary rock 


to significant heat and pressure may turn into meta- 
morphic rock or be remelted. At the surface, rock is 
eventually eroded by wind, water, or ice. Compres- 
sion and cementation of the eroded particles forms 
sedimentary rock, which may be uplifted and 
eroded once again, metamorphosed, or remelted. 


ROCK CYCLE 


river erodes valley floor 
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\ heavy sediment 


layers of sediment 
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TYPES OF ROCK 


SEDIMENTARY 
sandstone 


THE 


[> SEDIMENTARY 


[GNEOUS 
basalt 
& IGNEOUS 


on continental 
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METAMORPHIC 


gneiss 


C MLIAMORPHIC 


rocket 


rocket* 7. 1 a variety of the cruciferous annual 
plant Eruca vesicaria grown for salad. 2 (also sweet 
rocket) any of various fast-growing plants, esp. of 
the genus Hesperis or Sisymbrium, [based on Latin 
eruca ‘downy-stemmed plant’} 

rocketry 7. the science or practice of rocket 
propulsion. 

rock face n. a vertical surface of natural rock. 

rockfall n. 1 a descent of loose rocks. 2 a mass of 
fallen rock. 

rock garden 7. an artificial mound or bank of 
earth and stones planted with rock plants etc. 

rockhopper 7. a small penguin, Eudypies crestatus, 
with a crest of feathers on the forehead. 

rocking chair 7. a chair mounted on rockers or 
springs for gently rocking in. 

rocking horse n. a model of a horse on rockers or 
springs for a child to rock on. 

rocking-stone 7. a poised boulder easily rocked; a 
logan-stone. 

rock ’n’ roll var. of Rock AND ROLL. 

rock plant 7. any plant growing on or among 
rocks. 

rock pool z. a pool of water among rocks. 

rock rose 7. any plant of the genus Cistus, Helian- 
themum, etc., with roselike flowers. 

rock salmon 7. any of several fishes, esp. Brit. (as 
a commercial name) the catfish and dogtish. 

rock salt 7. common salt as a solid mineral. 

rock-solid adj. very solid or firm. 

rock-wool 7. inorganic material made into matted 
fibre esp. for insulation or soundproofing. 

rocky! adj. (rockier, rockiest) 1 of or like rock. 
2 full of or abounding in rock or rocks (@ rocky shore). 
DO rockiness 7. 

rocky* adj. (rockier, rockiest) collog. unsteady, 
tottering, 0 reckily adv. rockiness n. 

Rocky Mountain goat see MouNTAIN Goal 2. 

rococo /ré-koh-koh/ e ad. ¥ of a late baroque 
style of lecoration prevalent in 18th-c. continental 
Europe, with asymmetrical patterns. @ n. the 
rococo style. [French, jocular alteration of rocaille. 
ornamentation based on shell etc. motifs] 


ROCOCO: | 8TH-CENTURY BAVARIAN 
ROGCOCO CHURCH 


rod 7. 1 a slender straight bar esp. of wood or metal. 
2 this as a symbol of office. 3 a a stick or bundle of 
twigs used in caning or flogging, b (prec. by the) the 
use of this. 4 a = rsHinc Rov. b an angler using a 
rod. 5 esp. Brit. hist. (as a measure) a perch or square 
perch (see pexcu! 3). 6 Ana’. any of numerous rod- 
shaped structures in the eye, detecting dim light. 
[Old English] o redless ad). rodlet n. rodlike ad. 

rode pas! of Rive. 

rodent 7.» a mammal of the order Rodenua, with 
strong incisors and no canine teeth, e.g. rat, mouse, 


rogue 


squirrel, beaver, porcupine. [from Latin rodent- 
‘enawing’| O rodential ad). 

rodenticide 7. a poison used to kill rodents. 

rodeo 7. (pl. -os) 1 an exhibition or entertainment 
involving cowboys’ skills in handling animals. 
2 an exhibition of other skills, e.g. im motorcycling. 
3 aa round-up of cattle on a ranch for branding 
ete. b an enclosure for this. [Spanish] 

roe! x. 1 (also hard roe) the mass of eggs in a 
female fish’s ovary. 2 (also soft roe) the milt of a 
male fish. [from Middle Dutch roge(n)] 0 roed ad). 
(also in comd,). 

roe® n. (pl. same or roes) (also roe-deer) a small 
European and Asian deer, Capreolus capreolus. [Old 
English] 

roebuck z. a male roe-deer. 

roentgen /runt-yén/ 7. (also rontgen) a unit of 
ionizing radiation. [named after W. C. Réntgen, 
German physicist, 1845 -1923, discoverer of X-rays] 


| RODENT 


Rodents constitute the largest order of 

mammals, with up to 2,000 species. 

There are three suborders: Sciuro- 

| morpha (squirrel-like), Myomorpha 
(mouselike), and Cavimorpha (cavy- 
like). All rodents have only one pair of 
incisors in each jaw. Although these 
grow constantly, they are worn down 
and kept sharp by continual gnawing. 


TYPES OF RODENT 
SCIUROMORPHA 


Merpeti 


>) vaaiaiaal 


GREY SOUIRREL CHIPMUNK 


tSevurus carolinensis) 
M YOMORPHA 


ee 


FESAESIRER 
(Afesocricetus auralus) 


YELLOW-NECKLD 
WOODMOUSE 


(Apodemus flavicollis) 


On 


CAVIMORPHA 


NAKED MOLE RAI 
(Heterocephalus glaber) 


NIALAYAN PORCUPINI 
(Hystrix brachyura) 


GUINLA PIG 
(Gavia porcellus 


(Eulamias species) 


BROWN RAT (Rattus norvegicus) 


roentgen rays 11./)/. /us!. X-rays. 


| rogation 7. (usu. in pl.) Eccl. a solemn supplication 


consisting of the litany of the saints chanted on the 
three days before Ascension Day. [from Latin roga- 
tio| O rogational ad}. 

Rogation Days 7.//. the three days before Ascen- 
sion Day. 

Rogation Sunday 7. the Sunday preceding the 
Rogation Days. 

roger e ini. L your message has been received and 
understood (used in radio communication etc.). 
2 slang Lagree. @ v. Brit. coarse slang 1 intr. have sexual 
intercourse. 2 fr have sexual intercourse with (a 
woman). {the name Roger, code for R] 

rogue 7. I a dishonest or unprincipled person. 2 joc. 
a mischievous person, esp. a child. 3 (usu. atinb.) aa 
wild animal driven away or living apart from the 
herd and of fierce temper (rogue elephant). b a stray, 
irresponsible, or undisciplined person or thing 
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incisors 
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~—_ lower 
incisors 


BEAVER 
(Castor fiberi 


PALLID GERBIL 
(Gerbillus species) 


CAPYBARA 
(Hydrochoerus 
hydrochaers) 


roguery 


4 an inferior or defective specimen 
acceptable ones. [1 6th-century 


rogue trader). 
among many 
coinage | 

roguery 7. (//. -ies) conduct or an action charac- 
teristic of rogues. 

rogues’ gallery 7. a collection of photographs of 
known criminals etc.. used for idenufication of 
suspects. 

roguish «dj. 1 playfully mischievous. 2 characteris- 
tic of rogues. 0 roguishly adi. roguishness 1. 

roister ¢.ily. (esp. as roistering ad.) revel noisily: 
be uproarious. [from obsolete roister “roisterer™ 
from French rustre ruffian’] 0 roisterer 1. roister- 
ing 7. roisterous ad). 

role 7. (also réle) 1 an actor’s part in a play, film, 
etc. 2 a person’s or thing’s characteristic or 
expected function. [from obsolete French rowl 
‘roll 

role model ». a person looked to by others as an 
example in a particular role or situation. 

role-playing 7. (also role-play) an exercise or 
game in which each participant acts the part of 
another character, used in psychotherapy, 
language-teaching, etc. 0 role-play rin, @ tr, 

role reversal 7. the assumption of a role which is 
the reverse of that normally performed, 

roll e ¢. 1 a it move or go in some direction by 
turning over and over on an axis (/he ball rolled under 
the table). b tr, cause to do this (rolled the barrel into the 
cellan). 2 tr. make revolve between two surfaces (rolled 
the clay betweeen his palms). 3 a intr, (toll. by along, by, 
etc.) move or advance on or (of time ete.) as if on 
wheels etc. (the pears rolled by), b tr cause to do this 
(rolled the trolley into the kitchen. € intr. sof a person, be 
conveyed in a vehicle (rolled hy on his tractor). 4 a tr: 
turn over andl over on itself to form a more or less 
cylindrical or spherical shape (rolled a newspaper), 
b ¢ make by forming material into a cylinder or 
ball (rolled a cigarette). © tf. accumulate into a mass 
irolled the dough into a ai di intr. foll. by mto) make a 
specified esp. rounded shape of itself (the hedgehog 
rolled into a ball). 5 & flatten or form by passing a 
roller etc. over or by passing between rollers (7oll 
pastry,. 6 intr. G tr, change or cause to change direc- 
lion by rotatory movement (hus eves rolled). 7 intr 
wallow, turn about im a fluid or a loose medium (the 
dog rolled in the dust). 8 int. a (of a moving ship, 
aircraft, or vehicle) sway to and fro on an axis 
parallel to the direction of motion. b walk with an 
unsteacly swaying gait (they rolled out of the pubs. 9 intr. 
undulate, show or go with an undulating surface or 
motion iolling hills). 10 a int (of machinery) start 
functioning or moving ,the cameras rolled). b tr. cause 
machinery) to do this. 11 a ¢y display (credits for a 
film or television programme) moving as if on a 
roller up the screen. b ir (of credits) be displayed 
in this way. 12 inte @ ¢ sound or utter with a vibra- 
tory or trilling effect (he rolls his rs). @ n. La rolling 
motion or gait: undulation (he roll of the hilly). 2 aa 
spell of rolling (@ ro// in the mud ;, b a gymnastic exer- 
eise in which the body is rolled into a tucked pos- 
ition and turned in a forwarel or backward circle. 
3 the continuous rhythmic sound of thunder or a 
drum. 4 Aeron. a complete revolution of an aircraft 
about its longitudinal axis. 5 aa cylinder formed by 
turning flexible material over and over on itself’ 
without folding (@ roll of carpet). b a filled cake or 
pastry of similar form (sausage roll), 6 a a small 
portion of bread individually baked. b this with a 
specified filling (am roll). 7a more or less cylindri- 
cal or semicylindnical straight or curved mass ol 
something (rol/s of fal. 8 a an official hist or register. 
b the total numbers on this he schools” rolls have 
falhn;. c a document, esp. an official record, 
scroll form. 9 a cylinder or roller, esp. to shape 
metal ina rolling mill. o be rolling collug. be very 
rich. be rolling in collog. have plenty of (esp. 
money). on a roll .\. wtiner s/ang experiencing a 
bout of success or progress; engaged in a period ol 


intense aclivit\, rolled into one combined in one 


person or thing, roll in arrive in great numbers or 
quantity. rolling drunk swaying or staggering 
from drunkenness. roll of honour a list of those 
honoured. roll on 1 put on or apply by rolling. 
2 (in imper) collog. come quickly (roll on Friday!). roll 
over I send (a person) sprawling or rolling. 2 Econ. 
finance the repayment of (maturing stock etc.) by 
an issue of new stock. roll up 1 collog. arrive in a 
vehicle; appear on the scene. 2 make into or forma 
roll. roll up one’s sleeves see site. strike off 
the rolls debar from practising. [from Latin rolulus 
‘little whee!’] o rollable ad). 

roll bar 7. an overhead metal bar strengthening the 
frame of a vehicle (esp. in racmg) and protecting 
the occupants if the yehicle overturns. 

roll-call n. a process of calling outa list of names to 
establish who is present. 

rolled gold x. gold in the form of a thin coating 
applied to a baser metal by rolling. 

rolled oats 7n.//. oats that have been husked and 
crushed. 

roller 7. 1 a hard revolving cylinder for smoothing 
the ground, spreading ink or paint, crushing or 
stamping, rolling cloth around, hanging a towel on, 
etc., used alone or as a rotating part of a machine. 
> prinrine. 2a small cylinder on which hair is rolled 
for setung. 3 a long swelling wave. 

roller bearing 1. ¥ a bearing like a ball-bearing 
but with small cylinders instead of halls. 
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Rollerblade e 7. prop: each of a pair of boots fitted 
with small wheels. one behmd the other. for roller 
skating in the manner of ice-skating. @ v.7Alr: 
irollerblade) skate using such hoots. 0 roller- 
blader ». 

roller blind 7. a blind fited on a roller. 

roller coaster 7. 4 switchback at a fair ete. 

roller skate e 1. cach of a pair of metal frames 
with small wheels, fitted to shoes for gliding across 
a hard surlace. @ ¢.a/r move on roller skates. o roller 
skater 7. 

roller towel x. a towel with the ends jomed, hung 
ona roller. 

rollick wiix (esp. as rollicking adj.) be jovial or 
exuberant. [1 9th-century coinage} 

rolling mill 7. a machine or factory for rol 
metal into shape. 

rolling pin 7. a cylinder for rollmg out pastry, 
dough, etc. 


ling 


rolling stock ». 1 the locomotives, carriages, or 
other vehicles. used on a railway. 2 US the road 
vehicles of a company, 

rolling stone #. a person who is unwilling to settle 
for long in one place. 

rollmop ». a rolled uncooked pickled herring fillet. 
[from German Rollmops| 

roll-neck @ 7. 1 4 high Joosely turned-over neck. 
2 a sweater etc. having this. @ affibad. having a 
roll-neck. 

roll-on @ alirb.adj. (of deodorant etc.) applied by 
means of a rotating ball in the neck of the 
container. @ 7. Bri. a light clastic corset. 

roll-on roll-off «dj. Bri. vusu. alt) (of a ship, a 


Romanesque 


method of transport, etc.) in which vehicles are 
driven directly on and off. 

roll-out 7. 1 a the official wheeling out of a new 
aircraft or spacecraft. b the official launch of a new 
product. 2 the part of a landing during which an 
aircraft trayels along the runway losing speed. 

rollover aiiib.adj. (of a lottery jackpot) that (not 
having been won) is carried over and added to the 
jackpot for the next draw, 

roll-top desk 7. ¥ a desk with a flexible cover 
sliding in curved grooves. 


sliding cover 


ROLL-TOP DESK 


roll-up 2. (also roll-your-own) B7i/. a hand-rolled 
cigarette. 

roly-poly e 7. | //. -ies) (also roly-poly pudding 
Brit. a pudding made of a sheet of suet pastry 
covered with jam etc.. formed mto a roll, and 
steamed or baked. @ ad. (usu. of a child) podgy, 
plump. 

ROM /rom/ x. Computing read-only memory. 

romaine 7. .\. Amer a cos lettuce. [French fem. of 
romain ‘Roman’ ] . 

Roman e ad. 1 of aycicnt Rome or ils territory or 
people. 2 of medievat or modern Rome. 3 = Rosin 
Cathouc. 4 roman) (of type) of a plain upright 
kind used in ordinary print. 5 (of the alphabet etc.) 
based on the ancient Roman system with letters 
A-Z. @ x. 1 an inhabitant of ancient or modern 
Rome. 2 = Roman Garnonic. 3 (roman) roman type. 
[from Latin Romanus) 

roman-a-clef 7. a novel in which real people or 
events appear with invented names. [ French, ‘novel 
with a key’] 

Roman candle ». a firework discharging flaming 
coloured balls. 

Roman Catholic e ad). of the part of the Christian 
Church acknowledging the Pope as its head. @ n. 
a member of this Church. [17th-century trans- 
lation of Latin (Ecclesia) Romana Catholica (et Apos- 
toltca) ‘Catholic (and Apostolic) (Church) of Rome’} 
0 Roman Catholicism 7. 

romance e 7. J an atmosphere or tendency char- 
acterized by a sense of remoteness from or ideal- 
ization of everyday life. 2 a sentimental or 
idealized love. b a love affair, 3 a a literary genre 
with romanuc love or highly imaginative unrealis- 
lic episodes forming the central theme. b a work of 
this genre. 4 a medieval tale of some hero of 
chivalry. 5 a exaggeration or picturesque false- 
hood. b an instance of this. 6 .Romance) the 
languages descended from Latin. @ adj. (Romance) 
of any of the languages descended from Latin. 
e@ v1 wir exaggerate or distort the truth. 2 ¢r 
a court, woo. b scek the attention or custom of: 
[based on Latin Romanicus “Romanic’} 

romancer #). 1 a writer of romances. 2 a liar who 
resorts to fantasy: 

Romanesque @ 7), a style of architecture preva- 
lent in Europe ¢.900-1200, with massive vaulting 
and round arches. e adj. of or relating to the 
Romanesque style of architecture. [French, based 
on ronan “romance | 


Romanian 


Romanian (also Rumanian, Roumanian) e 1. 
1 aa native or national of Romania in E. Europe. ROOF 


ba person of Romanian descent. 2 the language of Riss f Pane ee: 
Romania. @ adj. of or relating to Romania or its See eee ae Pee eee Se LOL S 


people or language. wooden frame and some’ form of covering, 
Remianicen =Kousne a 6.@44 Va of orrelating j!| such as tiles, slates, thatch, or lead. The 


to Romance. b Romance-speaking. 2 descended inclined part of the frame is formed by 
from the ancient Romans or inheriting aspects of 


roof-rack 


rafters. To prevent sagging or bowing, these 
need to be supported by curved or diagonal 
beams (braces) or horizontal beams (e.g, 

purlins), which together form strong trusses. 


their social or political life. [from Latin Romanicus| | | ridge principal rafter common rafler, TIMBERS OF A 
romanize v./7. (also -ise) 1 make Roman or Roman hip rafter ; ay \ 3 : CROWN-POST 
Catholic in character. 2 put into the Roman alpha- : ; PITGHED ROOF | 


bet or into roman type. 0 romanization n. 

Roman nose 7. one with a high bridge; an aquiline hip roof, 
nose. 

Roman numeral 7. any of the Roman letters 
representing numbers: l= 1, V=5, X= 10, L=50 
C= 100, D = 500, M = 1,000. 

romantic e ad). I of, characterized by, or suggestive 
of an idealized, sentimental, or fantastic view of 
reality (a romantic pucture; a romantic setting). 2 inclined 
towards or suggestive of romance in love (a romantic 
woman, a romantu evening). 3 (of a person) imagina- 
tive, visionary, idealistic. 4 (of style in art, music, Jack rafter 
etc.) concerned more with feeling and emotion 
than with form and aesthetic qualities. 5 (of a TYPES OF PITCHED ROOF 
project etc.) unpractical, fantastic. @ 7. 1 a roman- 
tic person. 2 a romantucist. [based on Old French 
romanz ‘romance’] G romantically adv. 


ea 


AK 


romanticism 7. (also Romanticism) adherence | 
to a romantic style in art, music, etc. 

romanticist 7. (also Romanticist) a writer or 
artist of the romantic school. 

romanticize v. (also -ise) 1 /r describe or portray 
in a romantic fashion. 2 mz indulge in romantic 


thoughts or actions. 0 romanticization 7. ROOE 


Romany e 7. (#/. -ies) 1 a gypsy. 2 the language of 
the gypsies. @ ad. of or relating to gypsies or their 


. : romper 7. (usu. in p/.) (also romper suit) a young 
language. [from Romany Romani] E p Iv ) 5 


: ; child’s one-piece garment covering legs and trunk, 

Romeo 2. an attractive, passionate male seducer or 
lover. [the hero of Shakespeare’s romantic tragedy ; y : : 
Romeo ana Fuliet| same or /-dohz/) a poem of ten or thirteen lines 

é with only two rhymes throughout and with the 


rondeau /ron-doh/ n. (pl. rondeaux pronunc. 


romp e vii, 1 play roughly and energetically. 
2 collog. proceed without effort. @ 7. a spell of romp- 
ing. O romp in (or home) collog. finish as the easy rondel x. a rondeau, esp. one of special form. 
winner. [based on Old French rond ‘round’| 


opening words used twice as a refrain. [French] 


ROMANESOUE 


While the main inspiration for Romanesque | 
architecture was classical Rome, the orna- * 
mentation of the Byzantine 
and Islamic worlds was also 
a strong influence, especially 
in the Mediterranean. The 
style’s wide distribution 
led to local variation, but 
common features were 
large vaults, round arches, 
and massive stonework. 
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rondo 7. (//. -os) Afus. a form with a recurring lead- 
ing theme. {Italtan] 

réntgen var. of ROLNIGEN. 

roo n. (also *roo) Austral. collog. a kangaroo. [abbre- 
viation| 

roo bar 7. = Bui BAR 

rood n. 1 a crucifix, esp. one raised on a screen or 
beam at the entrance to the chancel. 2 a quarter of 
an acre. [Old English] 

rood-screen /). > 2 
carved screen sep- 
arating nave and 
chancel. & CHURCH 

roof @ 7. (//. roofs 
or disp. rooves, 
1 a A the upper 
covering of a build- 
ing. b the top of 
a covered vehicle. 
c the top inner 
surface of an oven. 
refrigerator, cl. 
2 the overhead 


rock in a cave o1 ROOD-SCREEN 
mine etc. & cavr. IN A 121TH-CENTURY 
e@ «tr 1 cover with CATHEDRAL. WALES 


or as with a 
— roof. 2 be the roof of. 0 go through the roof 
collog. (of prices etc.) reach extreme or unex- 
pected heights. hit (or go through or raise: the 
roof collog. become very angry. [Old English] 
O roofed ad). (also in comb). roofless adj. 
roofer 7, a person who constructs or repairs roofs, 
roof garden 7. a garden on the flat roof of a build- 
ing. 
roofing 7. 1 material for constructing a roof. 2 the 
process of constructing a root or roots. 
roof of the mouth ». the palate 
roof-rack 7. a framework for luggage ete. on thi 


roof of a vehicle 


rooftop 


rooftop 7. 1 the outer surface of a roof (often atirib.: 
rooflop terrace). 2 (esp. in pl.) the level of a roof. 
0 shout it from the rooftops make a thing 
embarrassingly public. 
roof-tree 7. a beam along the ridge of a roof. 
rook'e 7. a }lack European and Asiatic bird, Corvus 
frugilegus, of the crow family, nesting in colonies. 
e «wtr slang 1 charge (a customer) extortionately. 
2 win money from (a person) at cards etc., esp. by 
swindling. [Old English] 
rook? n. 4a chess piece with its top in 
the shape of a battlement. > cHtss. 
[from Arabic ruAé] 
rookery 1. (p/. -ies) 1 a a colony of 
rooks. b a clump of trees having 
rooks’ nests. 2 a colony of seabirds 
(esp. penguins) or seals. 
rookie 7. slang 1 a new recruit. 2.\. 
Amer.a member of a sports team in 
his or her first full season. [corrup- 
tion of xecrt i] 
room e 1. 1 a space that is occupied 
by something; capaciousness or abil- 
ity to accommodate contents (if fakes up luo much 
room. there 1s plenty of room; we have no room here for 
idlers). b space im or on (houseroom, shelf room). 2 a part 
of a building enclosed by walls, floor, and ceiling, 
b (in f/.) apartments or lodgings. ¢ persons present 
mn a room (the room fell silent). 3 (an comb.) a room or 
area for a specified purpose (auction room). 4 (toll. by 
for, or to + infin.) opportunity or scope (room to 
improve things: no room for dispute). @ v.intr. esp. \. Amer. 
have a room or rooms; lodge, board. [Old English] 
oO -roomed ad), (in comb.). roomful m. ( p/. -fuls). 
roomer 7. .\. mer. a lodger occupying a room or 
rooms without board. 


ROOK 


rooming house #. 2 lodging house. 
room-mate 7. (('S usu. roommate: a 
occupying the same room as another. 


person 


room service 7. (11 a hotel etc.) service of food or 
drink taken to a guest’s room, 

roomy «dj. (roomier, roomiest) haying much 
room, spacious. 0 roominess 1. 

rooste 7. a branch or other support on which a bird 
perches, esp. a place where birds regularly settle to 
sleep. @ 7.int settle for rest or sleep. 0 come home 
to roost (of a scheme etc.) recoil unfavourably 
upon the originator, [Old English| 


ROPE 

Although there are variations, there are two 
main constructions of rope: hawser-laid and 
kernmantle. Together with the construction, 
the material used to make a rope determines 


three strand, 
feeisted togethe 
HAWSER-LAID ROPE 


EXAMPLES OF ROPE MATERIALS 
NATURAL 


ge ' s 
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rooster 1. esp. .\. Amer, Austral., etc. a domestic 
cock. 

root'e 7. 1 a the part of a plant normally below the 
eround, taking in nourishment from the soil. 
> succunnnr. b (m‘pl.) such a part divided into 
branches or fibres. ¢ any small plant with a root for 
transplanting, 2 a any plant with an edible root. 
b (also root vegetable) such a root. & vecuinsis. 
3 (in pi.) social, ethnic, or cultural origins, esp. as 
the reasons for one’s long-standing emotional 
attachment to a place, community, etc. 4 a the 
embedded part of a bodily organ or structure, e.g. 
hair, tooth, nail, etc. & Natt, 100TH. b the part of a 
thing attaching it to a greater whole. 5 a the basic 
cause, source, or origin (/ove of money is the root of all 
evil). b (attrib. (of an idea etc.) from which the rest 
originated. 6 the essential substance or nature of 
something (get to the root of things). 7 Math. a a 
number or quantity that when multiphed by itself a 
usu. specified number of times gives a specified 
number or quantity (the cube root of eight is two). b a 
square root. c a value of an unknown quantity 
satisfying a given equation. 8 Philol. a basis on which 
words are made by the addition of prefixes or 
suffixes or by other modification. @ 7. 1 a mtr take 
root or grow roots. b fr cause to do this (take care to 
root the cultings firmly). 2 tra fix firmly; establish ( fear 
rooted him to the spot). b (as rooted ad.) firmly estab- 
lished (her affection was deeply rooted: rooted objection to). 
3 tr (usu. fol. by oul, up) drag or cig up by the roots. 
4 tr. Austral. & NZ coarse slang a have sexual inter- 
course with. b exhaust, frustrate. O pull up by the 
roots 1 uproot. 2 cradicate, destroy. put down 
roots 1 begin to craw nourishment from the soil. 
2 become settled or established. root and branch 
thorough(ly), radicalily). root out find and get rid 
of. strike (or take) root 1 begin to grow and draw 
nourishment from the soil. 2 become fixed or 
established. {from Old Norse rot] 0 rootedness n. 
rootless adj. rootlet 7. rootlike adj. rooty ad). 
root? 7. 1 a inf turn up the ground with the snout, 
heak, etc.. in search of food. b ¢r (foll. by up) turn up 
(the ground) by rooting. 2 a itz (foll. by around, in, 
etc.) rummage. b #: (fol. by ouf or up) find or extract 
by rummaging. 3 ini. (foll. by for) orig. US slang 
encourage by applause or support. [from Old 
Norse rola| 0 rooter vn. (in sense 3). 

root beer 2. .\. Amer an effervescent soft drink 
made from an extract of roots. 


properties such as durability, swength, and 
flexibility. Natural materials are increasingly 
giving way to synthetic ones, resulting in 
stronger, lighter, and more reliable ropes. 


mantle af kern (core) of + 
plaited nylon hawser-laid 
fibres cords _ 
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root canal 7. Dentistry 1 the pulp-filled cavity in the 
root of a tooth. 2 US a procedure to replace 
infected pulp with an mert material. 

rootle wint, & tr Brit. = roo? 1, 2. 

rootstock n. 1 a rhizome. 2 a plant into which a 
graft is inserted. 3 a primary form from which 
offshoots have arisen, 

rootsy adj. collog. (of music) uncommercialized, full- 
blooded, esp. showing traditional origins. 

root vegetable sce Root! n. 2b. 

FOOVES See ROOT. 

rope e 7. 1 a ¥ stout cord made by twisting together 
strands of hemp, sisal, flax, cotton, nylon, wire, or 
similar material. b a piece of this. ce US a lasso. 
2 (foll. by of) a quantity of onions, ova, or pearls 
strung together, 3 (in pl.; prec. by the) a the condi- 
tions in some sphere of action (know the ropes; show a 
person the ropes). b the ropes enclosing a boxing or 
wrestling ring or cricket ground. 4 (prec. by fhe) aa 
halter for hanging a person. b execution by hang- 
ing. @ v. 1 & fasten, secure, or catch with rope. 2 t 
(usu. foll. by off; in) enclose {a space) with rope. 
3 Afountaineering a tr. connect (a party) with a rope; 
attach (a person) to a rope. b (aésol.) put on a rope. 
c intr. (foll. by down, up) climb down or up using a 
rope. 0 on the ropes 1 Boxing forced against the 
ropes by the opponent’s attack. 2 near defeat. rope 
in persuade to take part. rope into persuade to 
take part in (was roped into doing the washing-up). [Old 
Enghish| 

rope ladder 7. two long ropes connected by short 
crosspieces, used as a ladder. 

roping //. a set or arrangement of ropes. 

ropy (dj. \also ropey) (ropier, ropiest) 1 Br. 
collog. poor in quality. 2 like a rope. 

Roquefort /rok-for/ n. propr. a soft blue cheese 
made from ewes’ milk. > cucesi.. [from Roguefort, a 
village in S. France] 

ro-ro adj. Bri. voll-onsroll-off. [abbreviation] 

rorqual 7, any baleen whale of the family 
Balaenopteridae. with a small dorsal fin. [from 
Norwegian rayrival] ; 

Rorschach test n. Psychol. a type of personality test 
in which a standard set of ink-blots is presented 
one by one to the subject, who is asked to describe 
what they suggest or resemble. [named after 
H. Rorschach, Swiss psychiatrist, 1884-1922 

rosaceous adj. Bol. of the large plant family 
Rosaceae, which includes the rose, apple, plum, 
blackberry, hawthorn, etc. [from Latin 7osaceus] 

rosary 7. (//. -ies) 1 RC Ch. a a form of devotion 
in which five (or fifteen) decades of Hail 
Marys are repeated, each decade 
preceded by an Our Father and followed 
by a Glory Be. b ® a string of 55 (or 
165) beads for keeping count in this. 
> Hani. 2 a similar form of bead- 
string used in other religions. [from 
Latin vosarium “rose garden’ | 

rose! e 71. 1 » any prickly bush 
or shrub of the gcnus Rosa 
(family Rosaceae), bearing usu. 
fragrant flowers generally of a 
red, pink, yellow, or white 
colour, 2 this flower. 3. any 
flowering plant resembling 
this (Christmas rose: rock rose). 
4 a a light crimson colour, 
pink. b (usu. in pl.) a rosy 
complexion (roses in her cheeks). 
5 a rose-shaped clesign. 6 the 
sprinkling-nozzle of a water- 
ing can or hose. 7 a circular 
mounting on a ceiling through 
which the wiring of an electric light 
passes. ®@ adj. = kosi-coLouRLD 1. G under 
the rose in confidence. [from Latin 
rosa] D roselike «dj. 

rose? past of xisi.. 


beads 


ROSARY 


crucifix | 


ROSE 


There are approximately 150 species of rose. Cross- 
breeding, selection, and hybridization have led to the 
development of many thousands of cultivars from these 
species. ‘They are valued mainly for the fragrance and 
colour of their flowers, although some are also grown 
for the ornamental value of their fruit (hips). Cultivars 
can be divided into Old Garden and Modern roses, and 


these into the well-recognized sub-groups shown below. ' 
i ‘ Rosa eglanteria 


OLD GARDEN ROSES - — 


é 7 
DAMASK CLUSTER-FLOWERED 
(Rosa ‘Ispahan’) BUSH 
(Rosa “Arthur Bell’ 


BOURBON 
(Rosa ‘Variegata di 
Bologna’) 


HYBRID PERPETUAL 
(Rosa ‘Baron Girod de 


lAin’) 


Me A & > , 
cas r* * :s be ? 
% = - a ‘\ “ he 2 _ ‘7 
= is” Ee 
NOTED FE ALBA SPAIPERVIRENS 
(Rosa ‘Alister Stella (Rosa ‘Great Maiden’s (Rosa *Feélicité 
Gray’) Blush’) Perpétue’) 


CENTIFOLIA — TEA 
(Rosa “Tour de (Rova ‘Duchesse de 
Malakoff” Brabant’) 


GHINA 
(Rosa ‘Perle d'Or’) 


CLIMBER 
(Rosa ‘Climbing 
Iceberg’) 


+ 
‘ 
sta ™* 


SCOTS 
{Rosa ‘Grandiflora’) 


MOSS 


(Rosa ‘Henri Martin’) 


PORTLAND LARGE-FLOWERLD 
(Rosa ‘Marchesa BUSH 
Boce ella’) 


GALLICA 
Rosa ‘Charles de Mills’) 


BOURSAUEL 
(Rosa “Mme de Sane\ 
de Parabére 


MINIATURE CLIMBER 
(Rosa “Laura Ford’) 


Rosa ‘Cherry Brandy’) 


Rosa rugosa Rosa moschata 


MODERN ROSES 


MINIATURE BUSH 
(Rosa ‘Blue Peter’) 


RAMBLER 
(Rosa ‘Wedding Day’) 


‘ ore 
= vw ‘ 
DWARF CLUSTER- 

FLOWERED 

{Rosa ‘Gentle Touch’) 


SHRUB 
(Rosa ‘Abraham 
Darby’) 


POLYANTHA RUGOSA 
(Rosa Ballerina’) (Rosa ‘Yellow Dagmar 
Hastrup’) 


GROUND COVER 
(Rosa ‘Hertfordshire’ 


rosé 


rosé /roh-zay/ n. any light pink wine, coloured by 
only brief contact with red grape skins. [French, 
literally ‘pink’ | 
rose-apple 7. 1 a tropical tree of the genus Syzy- 
gium, cultivated for its foliage and fragrant fruit. 
2 this fruit. 
roseate adj. 1 = rost-cowouren |, 2. 2 having a partly 
pink plumage. [based on Latin roseus ‘rosy’] 
rosebay 7. 1 a the vleander. b a N. American 
azalea. 2 (in full rosebay willowherb) a tall 
willowherb, Chamerion angustifolum, with pink 
flowers. 
rosebowl 7. a bowl for displaying cut roses. 
rosebud ». 1 a bud of a rose. 2 Brit. a pretty young 
woman. 
rose bush 7. a rose plant. 
rose colour 7. the colour of a pale red rose; warm 
pink, 
rose-coloured adj, 1 of a warm pink colour, 2 opti- 
mistic, cheerful (fakes rose-coloured views). 
rose-hip #1. = 11. 
rosemary 7. an evergreen fragrant shrub, Rosman 
nus officinalis, with leaves used as a culinary herb, in 
perfumery, etc. > Hers. [from Latin ros marinus ‘dew 
of the sea’| 
rose of Sharon 7. 1 a species of 
hypericum, Hypericum calycinum, with 
dense foliage and golden-yellow 
flowers. 2 Bibl, a flowering plant 
of unknown identity. 
rose pink @ 1. = ROSE COLOUR. 
e adj. (hyphenated when aitrih.) 
= ROSL-COLOURLD 1. 


rose-tinted adj. = rosr-conourtp. 
rose tree 7. a rose plant, esp. a stand- 
ard rose. 

rosette 7. 1 <a rose-shaped orna- 
ment mace usu. of ribbon and worn 
esp. as a supporter’s badge, or as an 
award or the svmbol of an award 
in a competition. 2 Archit. aa carved 
or moulded ornament resembling 
or representing a rose. b a rose 
window, 3 an object or symbol or 
arrangement of parts resembling 
a rose. 4 Bul. a a roselike cluster 
of parts. b markings resembling a 
rose. [French, literally ‘little rose’| 
DO rosetted «dj. 

rose water 7. perfiime made from roses. 


ROSETTES 


rose window /. ¥ a circular window with roselike 
macery. 
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ROTATION 


The systematic rotation of crops helps to 
prevent pests and diseases taking hold and, 
by varying the demands made on the soil, 
avoids exhaustion. Each phase is beneficial 
in a different way. Legumes (e.g. clover) fix 


rapeseed — 
TYPICAL CROP 
ROTATION 


direction of 


rotation ___ jag 


wheat ~ 


rosewood n. 1 any of several fragrant close- 
erained woods used in making furniture. 2 a tree 
yielding such wood. 

Rosh Hashana 27. (also Rosh Hashanah, the 


Jewish New Year. (Hebrew, literally ‘beginning of 


the year’| 
Rosicrucian e@ n. a member of a secretive |7th- 


and 18th-century society devoted to the study of 


metaphysical, mystical, and alchemical lore. @ ad). 
relating to the Rosicrucians. (from the Latin form 
of the name of Christian Rosenkreuz, legendary 
15th-century founder of the movement] 

rosin @ 7. resin, esp. the solid residue after distilla- 
tion of oil of turpentine from crude turpentine. 
@ «./x (rosined, rosining} 1 rub (esp. the bow of a 
violin etc.) with rosin, 2 smear or seal up with rosin. 
{Middle English alteration of resin] 

RoSPA /ross-pa/ abbr. \in the UK) Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Accidents. 

roster @ 7. 1 a list or plan showing turns of duty or 
leave. 2 a list usu. of names, esp. .\. Amer of sports 
players available for team selection. @ ul place on 
a roster. [from Dutch rooster ‘list’] 

rostrum 7. (//. rostra or rostrums; I a a plat- 
form for public speaking. b a conductor’s platform 
facing the orchestra. ¢ a similar platform for other 
purposes. 2 ool. & Bol. a beak, stiff snout, or 
beaklike part, esp. of an insect or arachnid. [Latin, 
literally *beak’] 

rosy adj. (rosier. rosiest) I a coloured like a pink 
or red rose (rosy lips, rosy sky). b pink as an indication 
of health or youth (rosy cheeks). 2 optimistic, hopeful 
1@ rosy altitude to life). Q rosily ade. rosiness n. 

rot @ 7. (rotted. rotting, 1 int: a (of animal or 
vegetable matter) lose its original form by the 
chemical action of bacteria, fungi, etc.; decay. b (loll. 
by off. away) crumble or drop from a stem etc. 
through decomposition. 2 inf. a (of society, institu- 
ions, etc.) gradually perish from lack of vigour or 
use. b of a prisoner etc.) waste away (lef? to rot in 
prion) (of a person) languish. 3 fr cause to rot, make 
rotten. @ 7. 1 the process or state of rotting, 2 collog. 
nonsense, 3 Brit. a rapid decline in stanclards ete. (@ 
rot vel in: we must try to stop the rot). (Old English] 

rota ?). esp. Brit. a list of persons acting, or duties to 
be cone. in rotation. {Latin, literally ‘wheel’ 

Rotarian e 7). a member of Rotary, @ adj. of Rotary. 


rotter 


nitrogen into the soil, preparing it for more 
demanding cereals or root crops. Digging 
up the soil to plant and harvest root crops 
uproots weeds. Leaving the land under 
pasture rests and naturally fertilizes the soil. 


grass and 
clover 


grazing 
livestock 


wheat | 


. turnips | 


rotary ® adj. acting by rotation (rotary drill; rotary 
pump). @ n. (pl. -ies) 1 a rotary machine. 2 .V. Amer. 
a traffic roundabout. 3 (Rotary) (in full Rotary 
International) a worldwide charitable society of 
businessmen and professional men, originally 
named from members entertaining in rotation. 
[from medieval Latin rotarus] 

Rotary club 2. a local branch of Rotary. 

rotate 7, 1 int G f move round an axis or centre, 
revolve. 2 a #r, take of arrange in rotation. b inir. act 
or take place in rotation (the chairmanship will rotate). 
[based on Latin rotatus ‘rotated’] o rotatable ad. 
rotative adj. rotatory ad). 

rotation 7. 1 the act or an instance of rotating or 
being rotated. 2 a rgcurrence; a recurrent series or 
period; a regular succession. 3 & a system of grow- 
ing different crops in regular order to avoid 
exhausting the soil. [from Latin rotatzo] o rota- 
tional ad). rotationally adv. 

rotator 7”. 1 a machine or device for causing some- 
thing to rotate. 2 4nat. a muscle that rotates a limb 
etc. 3 a revolving apparatus or part. 

Rotavator n. Bri. propr a machine with a rotating 
blade for breaking up or tilling the soil. [blend of 
rotary and Guurialor] O retavate v.tr 

rote 7. (usu. prec. by 6y) mechanical or habitual 
repetition. [Middle English] 

rot-gut 7. slang cheap harmful alcoholic liquor. 

rotisserie /r6-tis-é-ri/ n. 1 a restaurant etc. where 
meat is roasted or barbecued. 2 a cooking appli- 
ance with a rotating spit for roasting and barbecu- 
ing meat. [from French rotisserie] 

rotor 7. 1 a rotary part of a machine. > pisrriscTor. 
2 a set of radiating aerofoils round a hub on a heli- 
copter, providing lift. > HeLicorttr. [formed irregu- 
larly from Rot\ror| 

rotten adj. (rottener, rottenest) 1 rotting or 
rotted; falling to pieces or liable to break or tear 
from age or use. 2 morally or politically corrupt. 
3 collog. a disagreeable, unpleasant (had a rotten time). 
b (of a plan etc.) ill-advised, unsatisfactery (a rotten 
idea), ¢ disagreealoly ill ( feel rotien today). [from Old 
Norse yotznn| 0 rottenness n. 

rotten borough 7. /is/. (before 1832) an English 
borough able to elect an MP though having very 
few voters. 

rotter 7. esp. Bri. collog. an objectionable, unpleas- 
ant, or reprehensible person. 


Rottweiler 


ROTTWEILER 


Rottweiler /rot-vy-ler/ An. a large powerful dog 
of a tall black and tan breed. [German, from 
Rottweil, a town in SW Germany] 

rotund ad. 1 a circular, round. b (of a person) 
plump, podgy. 2 (of speech, literary style, etc.) 
sonorous, grandiloquent. [from Latin rotundus| 
O rotundity n. rotundly adv, 

rotunda 7. 1 ¥ a circular building, esp. one with a 
dome. 2 a circular hall or room. ‘[from Italian 
rotonda (camera) ‘round (chamber) ’| 


ROTUNDA: 18 rH- 
GENTURY BAROOUI 
ROTUNDA. 
ENGLAND 


lantern 


dome 


roll 
balustrade 


imonetarv unit ol 
of the 


rouble 7. (also ruble: the chict 
Russia and some other former republic 
USSR. [from Russian rvA/'| 

roué /roo-ay/ n. a debauchee, esp. an elderly one. 
[French, literally ‘broken on a wheel’, used to mean 
‘one deserving such punishment | 

rouge e #). La red powder or cream used for colour- 
ing the cheeks. 2 powdered ferric oxide etc 
polishing agent. @ v7, 1 f colour with rouge. 2 wily 
apply rouge to one’s checks, [French. literally ‘red "| 


as a 


rough e adj. 1 having an uneven or irregulai 
surface, nol smooth or level or polished. 2 ol 
ground. country, etc.) having many bumps, obs- 
tacles. etc. 3 a hairy, shagey. b (of cloth) coarse im 
texture. 4 a ,of a person or behaviour) not muld o1 
quiet o1 unrestrained rough 


manne 


gene; boisterous 
uch play. b tof 
indelicate. ¢ (of 
5 :of the sea. weather, ete 


language etc.) coarse 
sharp or harsh in taste 
.) violent, stormy. 6 disor- 


wihe etc 


derly, riotous 1a 1% ich part of town 7 harsh. insensi- 
tive (rough words, rough trealment\. 8 a unpleasant, 
severe, demanding (had a rough time). b Bri. untortu- 


nate, undeserved had rough luck). e foll. by on) hard 
9 lacking finish, elaboration. 
rough lodgings: a rough welcome). 10 incom- 
a rough attempt, a rough make shift) 


or unfair towards 
comfort, etc 


plete, rudimentary 


11 a inexact, approximate, preliminary (a rough esti- 
mate; a rough sketch). b (of stationery etc.) for use in 
writing rough notes etc. 12 collog. a ill, unwell (am 
Jeeling rough). b depressed, dejected. @ adv. in a rough 
manner ( play rough). @ n. 1 (usu. prec. by the) a hard 
part or aspect of life; hardship (‘ake the rough with the 
smooth). 2 rough ground (over rough and smooth). 3 esp. 
Brit. a rough or violent person (met a bunch of roughs). 
4 Golf rough ground off the fairway between tee 
and green. 5 an unfinished or provisional or 
natural state (have written it in rough; shaped from the 
rough). @ v.t7. 1 (foll. by up) ruffle (feathers, hair, etc.) 
by rubbing in the wrong direction. 2 a (foll. by out) 
shape or plan roughly. b (foll. by 77) sketch roughly. 
O rough it do without basic comforts. rough up 
collog. attack violently. sleep rough Bri. sleep 
outdoors, or not in a proper bed. [Old English] 
O roughness ». 
roughage x. 1 fibrous indigestible material in 
vegetable foodstuffs which aids the passage of food 
etc. through the gut. 2 coarse fodder. 
rough-and-ready «adj. crude but effective; not 
elaborate or over-particular. 
rough-and-tumble e adj. irregular, scrambling, 
disorderly. @ n. a haphazard fight; a scuffle. 
roughcast e n. plaster of lime and gravel, used on 
outside walls. @ z./r (past and past part. -cast) 1 coat 
(a wall) with roughcast. 2 prepare (a plan, essay, 
etc.) in outline. 
rough copy #7. 1 a first or original draft. 2 a copy of 
a picture etc. showing only the essential features 
rough deal ». hard or unfair treatment. 
rough diamond 7. 1» an uncut 
diamond. 2 a person of good _ 
nature but rough manners. 


rough-dry uf ~~ (-dries, , 
-dried) crv (clothes) with- 

out ironing, 

roughen ¢./, & intr make 


become rough. 

rough-handle ¢,/;: treat or handle 
roughly. 

rough-hewn «dj. 1 formed or shaped 
out roughly. 2 uncouth, unrefined. 

rough-house «: s/ang 1 ¢r, handle (a person) roughly. 
2 inf, make a disturbance: act violenths: 

rough justice 7. 1 treatment that is approximately 
fair. 2 treatment that is not at all fair. 

roughly ad. 1 ina rough manner. 2 approxiniately 
(roughly 20 people attended). Q roughly speaking in 
an approximate sense (2 is, roughly speaking, a square). 

roughneck 7. collog. 1 a rough or rowdy person. 
2 a worker on an oil rig. 

rough passage 7. 1 a crossing over rough sea. 
2 a difficult time or experience. 

rough ride n. a difficult time or experience 

roughshod aq). (of a horse; having shoes with nail 
heads projecting to prevent slppmg, o ride 
roughshod over treat inconsiderately or arro- 
eantly 

rough stuff 7 collog. boisterous or violent behav- 
ioul 

roulade /roo-lahd/ 1. a dish cooked or served in 
the shape of a roll, esp. a rolled piece of meat on 

filling. [french] 

roulette /roo-let a gambling game using a 
table m which a ball is dropped on to a revolving 
wheel with numbered compartment. [French| 


sponge with ¢ 


Roumanian var. of Reoaiyai 

round e «dj. I shaped like or approximately like a 
circle, sphere, or cylinder: haying a convex or circu- 
lar outhne or surface: curved, not angular 2 done 
with or involving circular motion. 3 a entire, con- 
tinuous, complete (@ round dozen). b (of a sum ol 

money) considerable. 4 genuime, candid, outspoken: 
of a statement ctc.) categorical, unmistakable 

5 (usu, altrb,) (of a number) expressed for conveni- 


ence or as an estimate in [ewer significant numerals 


ROUGH DIAMOND 


roundabout 


or with a fraction removed (spent £297.32, or in 
round figures £300). @ n. La vound object or form. 
2 aa revolving motion, a circular or recurring course 
(the earth in its yearly round). b a regular recurring 
series of activities or functions (one’s daily round; a 
continuous round of pleasure). 3a esp. Bri. a fixed route 
on which things are regularly delivered (milk round). 
b (often in pl.) a route or sequence by which people 
or things are regularly supervised or inspected (a 
watchman’s round: a doctor’s rounds), 4 an allowance 
of something distributed or measured out, esp.: 
a a single provision of drinks etc. to each member 
of a group. b ammunition to fire one shot; the act 
of firmg this. 5 a Bri. a slice across a loaf of bread. 
b Brit. a sandwich made from whole slices of bread. 
6 each of a set or series, a sequence of actions by 
each member of a group in turn, esp.: a one spell 
of play in a game etc. b one stage in a competition. 
7 Golf the pfaying of all the holes in a course once. 
8 (the round) a form of sculpture in which the 
figure stands clear of any ground (cf. reser 6a), 
9 \fus. a canon for three or more unaccompanied 
voices singing at the same pitch or in octaves. 10 a 
rung of a ladder. @ adv. esp. Brit. 1 with circular 
motion (wheels go round). 2 with return to the start- 
ing point or an earlier state (summer soon comes round ). 
3 a with change to an opposite position (he turned 
round to look). b with change to an opposite opinion 
etc. (they were angry but I soon won them round). 4 to, at, 
or affecting all or many points of a circumference 
or an area or the members of a company etc. (tea 
was then handed round; may I look round?). 5 in every 
direction from a centre or within a radius (spread 
destruction round, everyone for a mile round). 6 by a 
circuitous way (ze7// you jump over or go round?; go 
a long way round). 7 a to a person’s house etc. 
— a ask him round: will be round soon). b to a more 
= prominent or convenient position (brought 
the car round). ® measuring a (specified 
distance) in girth. @ prep. esp. Brit. 1 so as 
z to encircle or enclose (four round the world: 
has a blanket round him), 2 at or to poimts 
on the circumference of (sat round the 
fable). 3 with successive visits to thazeks them 
round the cafés). 4m various directions from or with 
regard to (towns round Birmingham, shells bursting round 
them. 5 having as an axis of revolution or as a 
central pomt (/urns round its centre of gravity, write a 
book round an event). 6 a so as to double or pass in a 
curved course (go round the corner), b having passed in 
this way (be round the c in the position that 
would result from this ( find them round the corner). 7 so 
as to come close from various sides but not into 
contact. @ 7. 1 a ¢r give a round shape to. b inti: 
assume a round shape. 2 ¢ pass round (a corner. 
cape, etc.). 3 express (a number) in a less exact 
but more convenient form (also foll. by dozen when 
the number ts and up when it is 
increased). 4 tx Phonel. pronounce (a vowel) with 
rounded lips. G go the round (or rounds) (of 
news etc.) be passed on from person to person. in 
the round 1 with all features shown; all things 
considered, 2 Theatr, with the audience round at 
least three sides of the stage. 3 (of sculpture) with 
all sides shown round about 1 all round: on all 
sides (of ). 2 with a change to an opposite position. 
3 approximately (cost round about £50). round and 
round several umes round. round the bend sce 
nb! round down see sense 3 of 2. round off 
1 bring to a complete or symmetrical or well-ordered 
state. 2 smooth out: blunt the corners or angles of 
round on a person make a sudden verbal attack 
on or unexpected retort to a person. round out 
1 = round off 1. 2 provide more detail about. round 
peg in a square hole = square peg in a round hol 
round the twist see 1\ 
x bring together (sce also 


Corne? 


decreased 


SCE PEL 


round up 
collect sense 3 ol 
[from Latin vofundus ‘rotund’| G roundish ad} 
roundness /) 

1 fy 


one 


roundabout e ; t road junction at which 
tratlic 


land, 2 An/. a a large revolving device in 


moves in direction round < ntiral 


1 play- 


round brackets 


ROW 


Rowing can be functional or recreational. As a sport, it includes two 
| main types of competition: regattas and head-of-the river races. 

Regattas are knock-out events held on a straight stretch of water 

divided into lanes; international regattas are held over 2,000 m 
miles). In head-of-the-river races. boats set off at intervals and 
Rowing crews may include a coxwain (cox), 


(alt 
are timed over the course. 


CONREESS OUR 
bare (front 


TORBEN, 


Narrow 
competition 
boat 


va) 


ground, for chidren to ride on. b = MLRRY-GO-ROLND 
1. @ adj. circuitous. 
round brackets 7.//. Brit. brackets of the form 4 ) 
round dance ». 1 a dance in which couples move 
in circles round the ballroom. 2 a dance 
the dancers form one large circle 


In which 


roundel 7. 1 a small disc, esp. a decorative medal- 
lion. 2 a circular identifymg mark painted on mili- 
tary aircraft. esp. the red, white, and blue of the 
RAF. [from Old French rondel;le)] 

roundelay 7. a short simple song with a refrain, 
|from French rondelet| 

rounder 7. 1 (in p/.; treated as sing) a game with a 
bat and ball in which players after hitting the ball 
run through a round of bases. 2 a complete run of 
a player through all the bases as a unit of scoring in 
rounders. 


Roundhead ». /is/. ¥ a member of the Parliamen- 
tary party in the English Civil War. [from their 
custom of wearing the hair cut short] 


| 
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roundhouse #7), 1 a repair shed for railway locomo- 
tives, built round a turntable. 2 s/ang a blow given 
with a wide sweep of the arm. 3 hist. a prison; a 
place of detention. 4. Nau. a cabin or set of cabins 
on the after part of the quarterdeck, csp. on a sail- 
ing ship. 

roundhouse kick 1. (csp. in karate) a kick made 
with a wide sweep of the leg ancl rotation of the 
body. 

roundly adv. 1 bluntly, severely (was roundly criticized; 
told them roundly that he refused). 2 m a thoroughgoing 
inanner (go roundly fo work). 

round robin 7. 1 a petition csp. with signatures 
written in a circle to conceal the order of writing. 
2.\. Amer, a tournament in which each competitor 
plays m turn against every other. 

round-shouldered adj. with shoulders 
forward so that the back is rounded. 

roundsman 7. (//. -men) 1 Brit. a trader’s 
employee going round delivering and taking 
orders. 2 US a police officer in charge of a patrol. 
3 Austral. a journalist covering a specified subject 
| political roundsman). 


bent 


Round Table 7. 1 an international charitable asso- 
ciation which holds discussions, debates. etc.. and 
undertakes community service. 2 cround table) an 
assembly for discussion, esp. at a conference (often 
attrib. round-table talks). [alluding to the one at which 
King Arthur and his knights sat so that none should 
have precedence] 

round-the-clock a/iih.adj. lasting or covering all 
day and (usu.) all night (round-the-clock care 
the clock (o1ooK"), 


CE. round 


round trip 7. a (rip to one or more places and back 
again. 

round-up 7. 1 a systematic rounding up of people 
or things, 2 a summary: a résumé of facts or events 

roundworm 7. a nematode worm 

rouse ©”. 1 a /z (ofien foll. by from, out of ) bring out ol 
sleep, wake. b ini cease to sleep, wake up. 2 a fr sti 
up, make active or excited (roused them fram then 

roused to protest) b becom« 

acuve. 3 fr provoke to anger (is terrible when roused) 

4 tr evoke (feclings). O rouse oneself overcome 

one’s indolence. {originally a hawking and hunting 
tcrm| 0 rouser 1. 


complacency, was mlt, 


rouseabout ni. Ausira/, & VC an unskilled labourer 
or odd jobber. 


roving commission 


who coordinates the rhythm of the strokes and steers. In coxless 
crews, the rower at the front steers using a foot-operated rudder, 
while the one at the back (the stroke) sets the rhythm. Racing boats 
use a sliding seat, while recreational rowing boats have a fixed seat. 


rousing «dj. 1 exciting, stirring (a rousing cheer; a rousing 
song). 2 (of a fire) blazing strongly. 0 rousingly adv. 

roust 2/7; 1 a rouse, stir up. b root out. 2 .N. Amer. 
lang jostle, harass, rough up. 0 roust around 
rummage. 

roustabout 7. 1 a labourer on an oil rig. 2 an 
unskilled or casual labourer. 3 l/S aa dock labourer 
or deckhand. b a circus labourer. 4 Austral. = rouse- 
\WOt LT. = 

rout'e 7. 1 a disorderly retreat of defeated troops. 
2 a decisive defeat. @ z./r cause to retreat in disor- 
der; defeat. [based on Latin ruptis ‘broken’] 

rout? vw L intr & tr = oor’. 2 tr cut a groove, or any 
pattern not extending to the edges, in (a wooden or 
metal surface). O rout out force or fetch out of bed 
or from a house or‘hiding place. [variant of roo1?] 

route e 7. 1 a way or course taken (esp. regularly) 
in getting from a starting point to a destination. 
2.N. Amer, a round travelled in delivering, selling, or 
collecting goods. @ v./r (routeing or routing) send 
or forward or direct to be sent by a particular route. 
{from Old French 7/o)ute ‘road’ | 

route march 7. 4 training march for troops. 

router 7). a type of plane with two handles or esp. a 
power tool used in routing, 

routine e 7. 1 a regular course or procedure, an 
unvarying performance of certain acts. 2 a set 
sequence in a dance, comedy act, etc. 3 Computing 
a sequence Of instructions for performing a task. 
e@ ad. t performed as part of a routine (routine 
duttes). 2 of a customary or standard kind. [French] 
O routinely adv 

roux /roo/ n. (pl. same) a mixture of fat and flour 
used in making sauces etc. [French, literally 
‘browned (butter) ] 

rove!» 1 int: wander without a settled destination. 
roam, ramble. 2 infr. (of eyes) look in changing 
directions. 3 fr, wander over or through. [originally 
in Archery sense ‘to shoot at a casual mark of 
undetermined range’: Middle English} 


rove? past of ries 12. 


rover! n. 


1 a wanderer. 2 (Rover) Bril. a senior 
Scout (now called Venture Scout). 

rover® 7. a pirate. [Middle Dutch, based on raven ‘to 
rob’| 

rover ticket 1. a ticket permitting unlimited bus or 
railway travel mm an area for a specified period. 

roving commission 7. B7i/, authority given to a 


roving eye 


person or persons conducting an inquiry to travel 
as may be necessary. 

roving eye 7. a tendency to flirt or to be fickle sexu- 
ally. 

row! /roh/ n. 1 a number of persons or things in a 
more or less straight line. 2 a line of seats across a 
theatre etc. (zn the front row). 3 a street with a contin- 
uous line of houses along one or each side. 4 a line 
of plants in a field or garden. 5 a horizontal line of 
entries in a table etc. d in a row 1 forming a row. 
2 collog. in succession (two Sundays in a row). [Old 
English] 

row® /toh/ @ vw. 1 & < propel (a boat) with oars. 2 é 
convey (a passenger) in a boat in this way. 3. intr. 
propel a boat in this way. 4 & make (a stroke) or 
achieve (a rate of striking) in rowing. 5 # compete in 
(a race) by rowing. @ nz. 1 a spell of rowing. 2 an 
excursion in a rowing boat. [Old English] o rower n. 

row? /rhymes with cow/ collog. @ n. 1 esp. Brit. a loud 
noise or commotion. 2 a fierce quarrel or dispute. 
3 Bnt. a a severe reprimand. b the condition of 
being reprimanded (shall get into a row). @ v. 1 intr 
make or engage in a row. 2 i Brit: reprimand. 
O make (or kick up) a row 1 esp. Brit. make a 
noise or commotion. 2 make a vigorous protest. 
[18th-century slang] 

rowan 1. I (also rowan tree) a Brit. the mountain 
ash, Sorbus aucupana. b US a similar tree, Sorbus amer- 
icana, native to America. 2 (in full rowan-berry) 
the scarlet berry of either of these trees. [Scandi 
navian| 

rowboat 7, V. Amer. = kowinc Boar. 

rowdy e@ adj. (rowdier, rowdiest) noisy and disor- 
derly. @ n. (pl. -ies) a rowdy person. [1 9th-century 
US coinage, in sense ‘lawless backwoodsman’| 
0 rowdily adv. rowdiness n. rowdyism 7. 

rowel n. ¥ spiked revolving disc at the end of a spur. 
{from Late Latin rotella ‘little wheel’) 


rowel. , heel grip 


ROWEL ON A 
SOUTH AMERICAN 
BRASS SPUR 


row house 2. .\. Amer. a terrace house. P 

rowing boat 7. 47i/. a small boat propelled by oars, 
D Row 

rowing machine 7. a device for exercising the 
muscles used in rowing. 

rowlock /rol-6k/ 7. & a 
device on a hoat’s gunwale 
serving as a fulcrum for 
an oar and keeping it 
in place, [alteration of = 

é A crutch 

earlier oarlock, influ- ie 
enced by row?] bee 

royale ad. 1 of or suited 
to or worthy of a king or 
queen. 2 in the service or 
under the patronage of a 
king or queen. 3 belonging 
to the king or queen (the royal 
hands; the royal anger). 4 of the 
family of a king or queen. 
5 majestic, stately, splendid. 
6 on a great scale, of excep- 
tional size or quality, first- 
rate (gave us royal entertainment; 
in roval spirits; had a royal time). @ n. collog. a member 
of the royal family. [Micldle English via Old French 
voral from Latin regalis ‘regal’| 0 royally adz. 

royal assent 7. assent of the sovereign to a hill 
passed by Parliament. 


Jate! 


crutch 


caplive 


socket vhaf! 


ROWLOCK 


royal blue e 7. a deep vivid blue. 

Royal British Legion 7. (in the UK) an association 
of ex-servicemen (and now women) formed in 1921. 

Royal Engineers 7.//. the engineering branch of 
the British army. 

royal flush 7. the highest straight flush in poker, 
including ace, king, queen, jack, and ten all in the 
same suit. 

royal icing n. esp. Brit. a hard white icnmg made 
from icing sugar and egg whites. 

royalist 7. 1 a supporter of monarchy. 2 fus/. a 
supporter of the King against Parliament in the 
English Civil War. 0 royalism 7. 

royal jelly n. a substance secreted by honey bee 
workers and fed by them to future queen bees. 

royal prerogative sce prerogative 2. 

Royal Society 7. (in full Royal Society of 
London) a society founded in 1662 to promote 
scientific discussion. 

royalty n. (p/. -ies) 1 the office or dignity or power 
of a king or queen. 2 a royal persons. b a member 
of a royal family. 3. a sum paid to a patentee for the 
use of a patent or to an author etc. for each copy of 
a book etc. sold or for each public performance of 
a work. 4 a a royal right (now esp. over minerals) 
granted by the sovereign. b a payment made by a 
producer of minerals, oil, or natural gas to the 
owner of the site or of the mineral rights over it. 
{from Old French oralte| 

royal warrant 7. a warrant authorizing a trades- 
person to supply goods to a specified royal person. 

royal ‘we’ 7. the use of ‘we’ instead of ‘I by a 
single person. 

rozzer n. Bril. slang a police officer. [1 9th-century 
coinage] 

RP abby. received pronunciation. 

RPI addr. retail price index. 

r.p.m. abbr, revolutions per minute. 

rpt abbr. repeat. 

RSI abdx. repetitive strain injury. 

RSM abbr. Brit. Regimental Sergeant Major. 

RSPB abb7. (in the UK) Royal Society for the Protec- 
tion of Birds. 

RSPCA abbr, (in the UK) Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

RSV abbr. Revised Standard Version. 

RSVP addy. please answer. [French répondez s7il vous 
plait] 

rt. abby. right. 

Re. Hon. addi. Brit. Right Honourable. 

Rt. Revd abby. (also Rt. Rev.) Right Reverend. 

Ru symb. Chem. the element ruthenium. 

rub e 7. (rubbed, rubbing) 1 /: move one’s hand 
or another object with firm pressure over the 
surface of, 2 f (usu. foll. by against, in, on, over) apply 
(one’s hand etc.) in this way. 3 é clean or polish or 
make dry or bare by rubbing. 4 /, apply (polish, 
ointment, etc.) by rubbing. 5 ¢% (foll. by in, ato, 
through) use rubbing to make (a substance) go mto on 
through something. 6 &% move or slide (objects) 
against each other. 7 wir. (foll. by agaist, on) move 
with contact or friction. 8 / chafe or make sore by 
rubbing. 9 ini (of cloth, skin, ete.) become fraved 
or worn or sore or bare with friction. 10. repro- 
duce the design of (a sepulchral brass or a stone) by 
rubbing paper laid on it with heelball or coloured 
chalk ctc. 11 & (foll. by 40) reduce to powder ete. by 
rubbing. e@ 7. 1 a spell or an instance of rubbing 
(give it a rub). 2 an impediment or difficulty (there \ the 
rub). arub along Bnil. collog. cope or manage with- 
out undue difficulty. rub down dry or smooth or 
clean by rubbing. rub elbows with lS = rub shoul 
ders with, rub one’s hands rub) one’s hands 
together usu. as a sign of keen satisfaction, or for 
warmth. rub it in (or rub a person’s nose in it; 
emphasize or repeat an embarrassing fact ctc. rub 
off 1 (usu. foll. by on) be transferred by contact, be 
transmitted (some of hes attitudes have rubbed off on me) 


rub-up 


2 remove by rubbing. rub out 1 erase with a 
rubber. 2 esp. VV Amer slang kill, ehminate. rub 
shoulders with associate or come into contact 
with. rub up 1 polish. 2 Brit. brush up (a subject or 
one’s memory). rub (or Brit. rub up) the wrong 
way irritate or repel as by stroking a cat against the 
he of its fur. (Middle English] 

rubato /ruu-bah-toh/ n. (p/. -os or rubati) Aus. 
the temporary disregarding of strict tempo. [Ital- 
ian, literally ‘robbed’} 

rubber' 7. 1 a tough elastic substance made from 
the latex of plants or synthetically. 2 esp. Bri. a 
piece of this or another substance for erasing pencil 
or ink marks. 3 collog. a condom. 4 (im pl.) Us 
galoshes. [based on kt z, from its early use to rub out 
pencil marks| o rubbery adj. rubberiness 1. 

rubber? 7. 1 a match of three or five successive 
games between the same sides or persons at whist, 
bridge, cricket, tennis, etc. 2 (prec. by the) a the act 
of winning a majority of games in a rubber. b a 
deciding game when scores are level. [used as a 
term in bowls from ¢. 1600] 

rubber band 7. a loop of rubber for holding 
papers etc, together. 

rubber bullet 7. a baton round made of rubber. 

rubberize «/r :also -ise) treat or coat with rubber. 

rubberneck col/og. @ 7. a person who cranes and 
stares inquisitively or stupidly, @ v.inir act in this 
Way. 

rubber plant 7. 1 an evergreen plant, Freus elastica, 
often cultivated as a house plant. 2 (also rubber 
tree) any of various tropical trees yielding latex, 
esp. Hevea brasiliensis. 

rubber solution 7. a liquid drying to a rubber-like 
material, used esp. as an adhesive in mending 
rubber arucles. 

rubber stamp e 7. 1 a device for inking and 
imprinting on a surface. 2 aa person who mechan- 
ically agrees to others’ actions. b an indication of 
such agreement. @ w/r (rubber-stamp) approve 
automatically. 

rubbing 7. 1 in senses of kus 7. 2 an impression or 
copy made by rubbing (sce run v. 10). 

rubbish e 7. esp. Bri/. 1 waste material; refuse, litter. 
2 worthless material or articles; junk. 3 often as 
ini.) nonsense, @ 2:./, Brit. collog. 1 criticize severely. 
2 reject as worthless. [froni Anglo-French rubbous| 
do rubbishy wd). 

rubble n. rough fragments of stone or brick etc. 
[Middle English] o rubbly ad). 

rub-down 7. an instance of rubbing down. 

rube 7. .\. Amer. collog. a country bumpkin. fabbrevi- 
ation of the name Reuhben| 

rubella n. fed. an acute infectious virus disease 
with a red rash; German measles. [Latin, literally 
‘reddish things’] 

Rubicon », a boundary which once crossed signifies 
irrevocable commitment; a point of no return. 
[ancient name of a boundary stream crossed by 
Julius Caesar (49 nc) as the start of a war with 
Pompey] 

rubicund adj, (of a face, complexion, or person) 
ruddy, high-coloured. [from Latin rubicundus | 

rubidium n. Chem. a soft silvery metallic element. 
{based on Latin rubidus ‘red’, with reference to its 
spectral lines] 

Rubik’s cube 2. profi: a puzzle in which the aim is 
to restore the faces of a composite cube to single 
colours by rotaung layers of constituent smaller 
cubes. [named after E. Rubik, borm 1944. its 
Hungarian inventor] 

ruble var. of rot st. 

rubric 1. 1 a direction for the conduct of divine 
service in a liturgical book. 2 a heacling or passaet 
in rec or special lettering, 3 explanatory words 
[trom Latin rebrica (terra) ‘ved (earth or ochre)’. as 
writing material] 


rub-up 2). the act or an instance of rubbing up 


ed 


ruby 


ruby e ”. (pl. -ies) 1 <a rare 
precious stone consisting of cor- 
undum with a colour varying 
from deep crimson or purple 
to pale rose. & Gia, 2 a glowing 
purplish-red colour. @ adj. of 
this colour. [from medieval Latin 
rubinus (lapis) ved «stones ] 
ruby wedding ». the loructh anni- 
versary of a wedding. 
RUC «hd, Royal Ulster Constabulary. 
ruche /roosh/ n. a trill or gathering of lace ete. as 
a trimming. [from mecheval Latin rusca *ee-bark’ | 
oruched «dj. ruching 1. 
ruck'e 7. 1 prec. by the the main body of competi- 
tors not likely to overtake the leaders. 2 an undis- 
tinguished crowd of persons or things. 3 Rughy a 
loose scrum with the ball on the ground. 4 dustral. 
Rules a group of three players who follow the play 
without fixed positions, @ az; Rugby & Austral. Rules 
participate in a ruck, [Middle English in’ sense 
“stack of fuel. rick’ 
ruck? @7./). & inl: make or become creased or wrin- 
Kled. @ 7. a crease or wrinkle. [from Old Norse 
hiuhha| 
ruckle :, & n. Bril. = wn. 
rucksack #). a bay slung by straps from both shoul- 
ders and resting on the back, [German, from 
dialect ruchen back? + Sack “sack | 


RUBY 


ruckus 1. csp..\. len, a row or commouon., | 1 9th- 
century coinage | 
ruction #/. //og. 1a disturbance or tumult. 2 cin pl 
unpleasant arguments or reactions. |19Urcentury 
coinage | 
rudd 7. .p/, same: a freshwater fish, Seadinis 
eruoplthatnes, resembling a roach and having red 
fins. 
rudder 7, 1 a 4a flat piece 
hinged vertically to the 
stern of a ship lor steering. 
DB ovys-orwin. boa vertical 
aerololl pivoted from the 
tailplane of an aircraft, for 
controling its horizontal 
movement. & urckwt. 2 a 
guiding principle ete. [Old 
Enelish] o rudderless ad). 
ruddle #. 4 rec ochre, esp. 
of a kind used lor marking 
sheep. 


ruddy «ad. ‘ruddier, 


tiller 


rudder ruddiest Lt a of a 
person or complex- 

RUDDER ion freshly or health- 
ON VL SMILING ily reel. b tof health. 
DINGHY youth, c¢te., marked 


by this, 2) redclish. 
3 Bit. collog. Vloody. danmable. [Old English] 
ruddiness /. 


ruddy duck ». an American duck. Ova jamaien- 
vv. naturalized in Britain ete. the male of which 
has deep red-browi plumage. 
rude «/j, 1 impolite or offensive. 2 roughly made or 
done arnde plough, 3 a primitive or unsophisticated 
rude souplieih. b archaic uneducated. 4 abrupt. 
sudden, startling (a rude awakening. 5 collog. w- 
deceit. lewd va rude joke. 6 esp. Brit. vigorous or 
hearty rid: health, [fron Latin radis ‘unwrought | 
oO rudely «ad/.. rudeness 7, rudery 1. 
rudiment». 1 in p/.) the elements or fist principles 
of a subject. 2 Gn ple an imperfect beginning of 
something undes eloped or yet to develop. 3 Biel, an 
nndey cloped or immature part or organ. [French] 
rudimentary «a/) 1 involving basic principles: 
funeleamental. 2 incompletely developed: vestigial, 
rue! 3, rues, rued, rueing or ruing repent 
of bitterly deel the COMSeqUENCES of wish to be 
undone or {Old 


Nou-eNistent esp. rue the day. 


rugged 


RUGBY touch = i ball 
z in-goal ine 
There are two forms of rugby: Rugby cia Ea 


Union and Rugby League. Each has a 
slightly different style of play, but in 
both, points are scored by placing the 


ball over the goal line (a try) or kicking a 


goal line 


q touchline 


q 22 m line 


1 dine 


it over the goal crossbar. Both forms use — scrum , referee 
scrummaging as one way (o restart play: half cote 
* 4g 
10m liu light-head 
loose-head PN Inavern prop 
prop, LOOKET \ 
3 lo 
abd loose-head linesman 
~ head He) . flanker 
CTU) prop ; ; ; 
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loch 
% is, i lock 
flanker 2 forward & s 
i . = : foree nid 
. . - 
lefi wing ¢ 
£ f y ar number 6 
re ; 
a “ +, 4 
ay erntre . : 
i ard =| i \ flanker -fy-half 
ee te im : centre 

Oth ‘ 

‘ in-goal area 
number 8 / forward full-back - ne : 
RUGBY UNION SORUAMMAGE Rt GBy UNION PITCH 

Met wid fouch dead ball line 
Hing vide prop _ hooker wn goal 
a = - ay ; 
a hs: a touch in- 
q * * . 
% ¢ goal line 
10m p 
| sere ite \ louchline 
half 
referee hooker 
\ open side i open-side 
prop prop 
MD) \ second raw hlind- vide linesman 
second-f My, fort ad prop 
10 ; second-row: 
Jorn ard \ loose forward verond-rou forward 
ac 7 Jormad ; 
RUGBY LEAGUE sGRUMMAGH serum-half 
loose - oe 
; me ,: stand-o 
tertured plastic Jorward uy 
| ti S half 
, 4 d 
eit e left wing : ; 
: : right wing 
LY 
laminated ; of cenlre mi 
MULTIPLEX a centre 
leathey aa rooms = 
a full-back 2 — <= a oul 
RUGBY BLL RUGBY LEAGUE Prictt 
rue? 7. a perennial evergreen shrub, Ruta gai eatens, ruffling. @ 7. Lan ornamental frill of lace ete. worn 


with bitter strong-seented leaves. [from Greek re] 

rueful ij. expressing sorrow or regret in a genuine 
or humorous way. o ruefully ad, ruefulness 1, 

ruff!» La projecting starched frill worn 
round the neck esp. in the 16th e. 2 a 
projecting or conspicuously coloured ring 
af feathers er haw round a bird's or 
anmnal’s neck. 3 fem. reevel a wading 
bird. Philomiechus pugnar, of which the 
male has a rall and ear-tufts mm the 
breeding season. 


ruff? @ jit. & ty. trump at cards. 
ey. an act of rulling. [Middle 
English | 

ruffian 1. a violent lawless person, 
[trom French a/( / ada) o ruffian- 
ism 1. ruffianly ad). 

ruffle e = ff. clisturh the smoothness 
or tranquillity of 2 4. upset the calmmess 
of a person. 3. gather lace ete. imto 
a ruffle. 4 of a bird: erect cits leath- 
ers, in anger, display, etc. 5 aie undergo 


neff 


RUPE 
CoAT 


at the opening of a garment esp, round the wrist. 
breast. or neck. 2 perturbation, bustle. 3a rippling 
eflect on water, [Middle English] 
rufous adj. (esp. of animals) reddish brown. 
[from Latin rafis red, reddish] 
rug 7. La floormat of shaggy material or 
thick pile. 2 esp. Brit, a thick woollen 
coverlet or wrap. G pull the rug from 
under deprive of support: weaken, 
unsettle. [related to xc] 
rugby 7. \also Rugby) (in full rugby 
football & a team game played with 
an oval ball that may be kicked, 
carried. and passed from hand 
to hand. [from Rughy School in 
the Midlands] 
Rugby League ». a form of rugby 
with teams of 13. keany 
Rugby Union ». a lorm of rughy with 
teams Of 15. kay 


a0 eee 


URY RUE rugged ad b tof ground or terrain) 


ruggedized 


having a rough uneven surface. 2 (of features) 
strongly marked; irregular in outline. 3 a unpol- 
ished; lacking refinement (rugged grandeur). b harsh 
in sound. c¢ austere, unbending (rugged honesty). 
d involving hardship (a rugged lje). 4 (esp. of a 
machine) robust, sturdy. [Middle English] 
Oruggedly adv. ruggedness n. 

ruggedized adj. (also -ised) esp. US made hard- 
wearing or shock-resistant. 0D ruggedization 7. 

rugger n. Brit. collog. rugby. 

ruin e 7. 1 a destroyed or wrecked state. 2 a person's 
or thing’s downfall or elimination (the ruin of my 
hopes). 3 a the complete loss of one’s property or 
position (bring to ruin). b a person who has suffered 
ruin. 4 (in sing or pl.) the remains of a building etc. 
that has suffered ruin (an old ruin; ancient ruins). 5 a 
cause of ruin (will be the ruin of us). @ v.t. 1 a bring to 
ruin ( your extravagance has ruined me). b utterly impair 
or wreck (the rain ruined my hal). 2 (esp. as ruined 
adj.) reduce to ruins. O in ruins 1 in a state of ruin. 
2 completely wrecked (their hopes were in ruins). [from 
Latin ruana} 

ruination 7. 1 the act of bringing to ruin. 2 the act 
of ruming or the state of being ruined. 

ruinous ad). 1 bringing ruin; disastrous (af ruinous 
expense). 2 dilapidated. Oo ruinously ad:. 

rule e 7. 1 a principle to which an action conforms 
or is required to conform. 2 a prevailing custom or 
standard; the normal state of things. 3 government 
or dominion (under British rule, the rule of law). 4a grad- 
uated straight measure used in carpentry etc.; a 
ruler. 5. Printing a a thin strip of metal for separat- 
ing headings, columns, etc. b a thin line or dash. 
6 a code of discipline of a religious order. 
7 Law an order made by a judge or court with refer- 
ence to a particular case only. @ v7. 1 /& keep under 
control. 2 @ @& (often foll. by over) int: have sover- 
eign control of (rules over a vast kingdom). 3 tr. (often 
foll. by thai + clause) pronounce authoritatively (was 
ruled out of order). 4 tr a make parallel] lines across 
(paper). b make (a straight line) with a ruler ete. 
On as a,rule usually. by rule in a regulation 
manner; mechanically. rule in pronounce as 
included. rule out exclude; pronounce irrelevant 
or ineligible. rule the rgost he in contro]. run the 
rule over Bri/. examine cursorily for correctness or 
adequacy. [from Latin regula ‘straight suck’] 

rule of thumb 7, a rule for general guidance. 
based on experience or practice rather than theory. 

ruler 7. 1 a person exercising government or 
dominion. 2 a straight usu. graduated strip or 
cylinder of wood, metal, etc., used to draw lines 
or measure distance. 0 rulership 1. 

ruling e 7. an authoritative decision or announce- 

"ment. @ adj. dominant, prevailing: currently in force 

(ruling prices). 

ruling passion 7. a motive that habitually directs 
one s actions, 

rum! 7. 1 a spirit distilled from sugar cane residues 
or molasses. 2 .\. Amer intoxicating liquor. {1 7th- 
century coinage] 

rum? adj. (rummer, rummest) Bri/, collog. odd. 
strange, queer. [1 8th-century comage | 

Rumanian var, of Rosin. 

rumba 7, (also rhumba, 1 a dance originating 
among Cuban blacks. 2 a a ballroom dance imita- 
tive of this. b the music for it. [Latin American 
Spanish | 

rum baba 2. a small sponge cake soaked in rum- 
flavoured syrup. {baba: from Polish] 

rumble e «. 1 ini, make a continuous deep resonant 
sound as of distant thunder. 2 inir. (foll. by along, by, 
pasl, etc.) move with a rumbling noise. 3 #: utter or 
say with a rumbling sound, 4 t& Brit. sfang find out 
about (esp. something illicit), discover the misbe- 
haviour of (a person). @ 7. 1a rumbling sound. 
2 N. -Amer slang a street fight between gangs. 
[Middle English] 


rumble strip 2. a series of raised strips across a 


road or along its edge to make vehicles vibrate, 
warning drivers of speed restrictions or of the edge 
of the road. 

rumblings 7.f/. early indications of some state of 
things or incipient change (rumblings of discontent). 

rumbustious ad. esp. Brit. collog. boisterous, noisy, 
uproarious. 

rum butter 7. an accompaniment to hot puddings, 
made from rum, butter, and sugar. 

ruminant e 7). ¥ an animal that chews the cud. 
e adj. 1 of or belonging to ruminants. 2 contempla- 
live: given to or engaged in meditation. [from Latn 
ruminant- ‘chewing over’| 

ruminate v. 1 ¢. G (foll. by over, on, etc.) int. medi- 
tate, ponder. 2 inér. chew the cud. [based on Latin 
ruminalus ‘chewed over’| O rumination n. rumi- 
native adj. ruminatively ad. 

rummage e 7. 1 i. & \foll. by i, through, among) inti: 
search, esp. unsystematically. 2 ¢r (foll. by out, up) find 
among other things. 3 ér (foll. by about) disarrange: 
make unudy in searching. e n. 1 an instance of 
rummaging, 2 things found by rummaging; a miscel- 
laneous accumulation. [earlier in sense ‘arranging 
of casks ete. ina hold’: from Old French arrumage] 

rummage sale 7. esp. .\. Amer a jumble sale. 

rumimy #7. a card game played usu. with two packs, 
[20th-century coinage | 

rumour ((’S rumor) e 7. 1 general talk or hearsay 
of doubtful accuracy. 2 a current but unverified 
statement or assertion (heard a rumour that you are leav- 
ing). @ vir (usu. mM Passive) report by way of rumour 
(i 0s rumoured that you are leaving, you are rumoured to be 
leanng). |from Latin rumor ‘noise’] 

rumour-monger 7. \('S\rumormonger) 4 
spreader of rumours. D rumour-mongering 7. 


RUMINANT 


Ruminants are even-toed mammals that 
have three- or four-chambered stomachs 
and perform rumination. Filbrous food 

material (cud) from the largest chamber 


Manen OMAN 


colon 
Ee 
anus = 
rectum 
caecune , 


vnall intestine 


MAIN RUMINANT FAMILIES 


abomasum 


run 


rump 2. 1 the hind part of a mammal, esp. the 
buttocks. 2 a small or contemptuble remnant. 
[Middle English] 

rumple vi: G@ ins make or become creased or 
ruffled. [based on Middle Dutch rompel “a wrinkle’| 

rump steak 7. a cut of beef from the rump. 

rumpus 7. (//. rumpuses) collog. a disturbance. 
brawl, row, or uproar, [1 8th-century coinage] 

rumpus room 7. .\. Amer. Austral... & Va room 
usu. in the basement of a house for games and play. 

run @ @. (running, /as/ ran; pas! part. run) 1 intr, go 
with quick steps on alternate fect, never having 
both or all fect on the ground at the same ume. 
2 intr. flee, abscond. 3 int: go or travel hurriedly, 
briefly, etc. 4 wir a advance by or as by rolling or on 
wheels, or smoothly or easily. b be in action or 
operation (lef the engine running). 5 intr. be current or 
operative (the lease runy for 99 years,. 6 intr, travel or be 
travelling on its route (the train is running late). 7 intr. 
(of a play. exhibition, etc.) be staged or presented (0s 
now running al the Apollo). 8 intr. extend; have a course 
or order or tendency (the road runs by the coast; prices 
are running high; 9 a inl compete in a race. b wilr. 
finish a race in a specified position. ¢ & compete in 
(a race). 10 intr, (often foll. by for) seck election (van 
for president). 11 a inte, (of a liquid ete.) flow, drip 
profusely. b /x flow with. ¢ wilr (foll. by zezth) flow or 
be wet; drip (hus face ran with sweat). 12 tr. a cause 
(water etc.) to flow. b fill (a bath with water. 13 ifr. 
spread or pass rapidly (a shiver ran down my spine). 
14 mite, Cricket (of a batsman) run from one wicket 
to the other m scoring a run. 15 / traverse (a 
course, race, or distance), 16% perform (an 
errand). 17 ¢& publish (an article etc.) in a news- 
paper or magazine. 18 a f cause to operate. b itr. 


(rumen) is formed into masses in the reticu- 
lum, and then regurgitated and rechewed. 
When it returns to the rumen, itis digested — | 
further before entering the other chambers. 


4 
F reticulum ( 


fon cone 


oevophagus 


DIGLSTIVE 
By ibeviliate wl GDS TN 
RUMINANT 


CERVIDAL BoviIpAl GIRALIIDA 
(deer) antelope, cate, crete s 
D pur goats, sheep D 


runabout 


(of a mechanism or component etc.) move or work 
freely. 19 a direct or manage (a business etc.). 20 &: 
own and drive (a vehicle) regularly. 21 @ take (a 
person) for a journcy ina vehicle shall [run you to the 
shops’). 22 Ir cause to run or go in a specified way 
van the car into a tres. 23 b. enter ia horse ete.; for a 
race. 24 i: smuggle (guns etc.). 25 /: chase or hunt. 
26 intr. (of a colour in a fabric) spread from the 
dved parts. 27 a ir (of a thought, the eye, the 
memory. etc.) pass m a tansitory or cursory way 
(ideas ran through my mind). b tr. cause (one’s eye) to 
look cursorily (ran my eve down the page\. 28 intr :ol 
hosiery) ladder. 29 mix: (of a candle) gutter. 30 intr: 
tof the eyes or nose) exude liquid matter. 31 / sew 
(fabric, loosely or hastuly with running stitches. @ 7. 
1 an act or spell of running. 2 a short excursion. 
3 a distance travelled. 4 a general tendency. 5 a 
rapid motion. 6 a regular route. 7 a continuous or 
long stretch or spell or course (a metre’ run of wiring: 
had a run of bad luck), 8 (often foll. by on) a a high 
general demand «for a commodity, currency, ete.) (@ 
run on the dollar. b a sudden demand for repayment 
by a large number of customers (of a bank). 9 a 
quantity produced in one period of production (a 
print run). 10 a general or average type or class (not 
tipwal of the general run). WA a Grickel a point scored 
by the batsmen each running to the other’s wicket. 
or an equivalent point awarded for some other 
reason, b Baveball a point scored usu. by the batter 
returning to the plate after touching the other 
bases. 12 \foll. by of free 
run of the house). 13 aan annnal’s regular track. b an 
enclosure for rabbits. ete. © a 
pasture. 14 a ladder in hosiery. 0 at a (or the; run 
running, on the run 1 escaping, gee away. 
2 hurrying about. run about 1 bustle; hurry from 
one person or place to another. 2 tesp. of children 
play without restraint. run across 1 happen to 
meet. 2 (foll. by fo, make a brief journey or a fying 
visit (to a place). run after 1 pursue with atten- 
tions; seck the society of. 2 pursue at a run. run 
against compete against, esp. in a political contest. 
run along co/log. depart. run around 1 Sri. take 
from place to place by car etc. 2 deceive or evade 
repeatedly. 3 collog. engage in sexual relations. run 
at attack by charging or rushing. run away 1 {lec. 
abscond. 2 elope. 3 (of a horse; bolt. run away 
with 1 carry off. 2 win easily. 3 accept (a notion) 
hastily. 4 (of expense etc.) consume (money etc.’ 
5 ‘of a horse) bolt with ia rider, a carriage or its 
occupants). 6 leave home to have a relationship 
with. 7 deprive of self-control or common sense ( (ef 
his ideas run away with him). run a blockade sec 
run down IL knock clown. 2 recluce the 
streneth or numbers of. 3 (of an unwound clock 
etc. stop. 4 1esp, as run down ad). 
a persons healdi become feeble 
or undernourishment. 5 discover 
6 disparage. run dry ecase to [ow. run for it seck 
safety by fleeing. a run ‘or a good run) for one’s 
money 1 vigorous competition, 2 pleasure derived 
rom an activity. 3 return for ouday or effort. run 
foul (.\. Amer also afoul of 1 Nant. collide or 
become entangled with. 2 act comtrary to: go 
against van foul of their code of practie. can the 
gauntlet see Gwxiii?. run high 1 of the sea 
lave a strong current with a high ude, 2 of fecl- 
ings) be strong, run in 1 Bri/. runia new engine o1 
vehicle carefully in the carly stages. 2 cullog, arrest 
run in the family of a trait) be common in a 
ianily. run into T collide with. 2 encounter, 3 reach 
caspecited figure), 4 fall into 1a practice, 


use of or access to ad the 


fowls. range of 


Klow KADY 


/10f a person o1 
from overwork 


alter a search. 


aS Many as 
absurdity, ete... 35 be continuous or coalesce with 
run into the ground ¢//og. bring a person: to 
run it fine sev 1i\i |. run its course 
follow its natural progress, run low tor short 
bee omc depleted have foo little our lea ran loie: (ca) 
ran shirt af sugar. ran off 1 fee. 2 produce « 
3 cle idle al PRUE 
asenies of heats orm the event of a tie. 
ce fluently 


exhaustion et 


Opies 
or other contest) 
4 flow 


run 


ete. ona machine 
alte) 


or cause to flow away. 3 write or recit 


off one’s feet Bril. very busy. run on 1 (of written 
characters) be joined together. 2 continue in oper- 
ation. 3 clapse. 4 speak volubly. 5 talk incessantly. 
6 Printing continue on the same line as the preced- 
ing matter. run out 1 come to an end. 2 (foll. by of ) 
exhaust one’s stock of. 3 Civcket put down the 
wicket of (a batsman who is running). 4 escape 
from a container. 5 1of rope) pass out; be paid out. 
run out on colloy. desert (a person). run over 
1 overflow. 2 study or repeat quickly. 3 (of a vehicle 
or us driver) pass over, knock down, or crush, run 
rings round sce kidc'. run riot se¢ Kiot. run a (or 
the; risk scc nisk. the runs collog. diarrhoca. run 
the show co//og. domimate in an undertaking ete. 
run a temperature be feycrish. run through 
1 examine or rehearse briefly. 2 peruse. 3 deal 
successively with. 4 consume (an estate etc.) by 
reckless or quick spending. 5 pass through by 
running. 6 pervade. 7 pierce with a sword ete. 
8 clraw a line through (written words), run to I have 
the money or ability for, 2 reach (an amount or 
number). 3 (of a person) show a tendency to (runy fo 
fal), 4a be enough for (some expense or undertak- 
ing). b have the resources or capacity for. 5 fall into 
ruin). run to earth \or to ground) 1 Hunting 
chase to its lair. 2 cliscover after a long search. run 
to meet anticipate (one’s troubles ctc.). run to 
seed sce stip, run up 1 accumulate (a clebt etc.) 
quickly, 2 build or make hurriedly. 3 raise (a flag). 
4 vrow quickly, run up against meet with ja ciffi- 
culty or difficulties. run wild or stray 
unchecked or undisciplined or untrained. [Old 
English] 0 runnable ad). 
runabout ». a light car, aircraft, or (esp. (/S) motor 
boat. 


grow 


run-around 7). (esp. in phr. give a person the 
run-around, cleceit or evasion, 

runaway 7. 1 a4 fugitive, 2 an animal or vehicle 
that is running out of control. 3 (afn7b) a that is 
running away or outof control yanawar mflaton: 
had « runaway success). b cone or performed 
after running away (@ runaway wedding). 

rundown e 7. 1 a reduction in numbers. 
2 a detailed analysis, @ adj. (run-down) 
1 decayed afler prosperity. 2 enfeebled 
through overwork etc. 

rune 7. 1 any of the letters of the earliest Germanic 
alphabet used by Scandinavians ancl Anglo-Saxons 
from about the 3rd c. 2 ¥ a similar mark of mvs- 
terious or magic significance. 3 a Finnish poem or 
a division of {from Old Norse rinar ‘magic 


signs) Qrunic ad). 


SALONS Oi 


~P RP NOE LRSM THEN 


THE SELI PROTLO TION DETENC 1 
| ae raw yd NAL les 
Jr IOURNLY PLOW 


RUNES WRITTEN ON PLBBI ELS 
USED LOR DINTINALLON 


run-of-the-mill 


rung! 7. 1 each of the horizontal supports of a 
hae ‘2 a strengthening crosspiece in a chair etc. 
[Old English] 

rung? past part. of rinc?. 

run-in x. 1 the approach to an action or event. 
2 collog. a quarrel. 

runnel 7. 1 a brook. 2 a gutter. [later form of Old 
English rel] 

runner 7”. 1 a person, horse, etc., that runs, esp. in a 
race. 2 a a creeping plant stem that can take root. 
b a twining plant. 3 a red or groove or blade on 
which a thing slides. 4 a sliding ring on a rod ete. 
5 a messenger, scout, collector, or agent for a bank 
etc. 6 slang a smugeler of a specified kind (drug 
runner). 7 (in full runner bean) a a twining bean 
plant, one coccineus, with red flowers and long 
green seed pods. b the bean from this. > veGerTaBLe. 
8 cach of the long pieces on the underside of a 
sledge etc. that form the contact in sliding, > surpcr. 
9 a long narrow ornamental cloth or rug od do a 
runner Br. slang leave hastily; abscond. 

runner-up 7. (//. runners-up or runner-ups) 
the competitor or team taking second place. 

running @ 7. 1 a the action of a runner. b the sport 
of racing on foot. 2 the way a race etc. proceeds. 
@ ad. 1 continuing on an essentially conunuous 
basis though changing in detail (a running battle). 
2 consecutive (three days running). 3 done with a run 


(a running jump). 0 in (or out of | the running (of a 
competitor) with a good (or poor) chance of 
winning. make (or take up); the running take the 
leac: set the pace. take a running jump (esp. as 
int.) callog. go away. 

running-board 7. ¥ a footloard on cither side of a 
vehicle. 


running-board 


RUNNING-BOARD ON A 1940S 
MG TC Mipom 


running commentary 7. an oral description of 
events as they occur. 

running dog 7. collog. a servile follower, esp. of a 
political system. 

running gear /). I (he moving parts of a machine. 
esp. the wheels, steering, and suspension of a vehi- 
cle. 2 the rope and tackle used in handling a boat. 

running head ». :also running headline) a head- 
ing printed at the top of a number of consecutive 
pages of a book ete. 

running knot ». a knot that slips along the rope 
etc. and changes the size of a noose. 

running Hight 1. cach of a set of small lights on a 
motor vehicle that remain illuminated while the 
vehicle is running. 

running mate 7. esp. (8S a candidate for a 
secondary position in an election. 

running repairs 1,/)/, minor or temporary repairs 
ete. (o machinery while in use. 

running sore 7, 4 sujppuraling sore 

running stitch n. 1 a line of small non-over- 
lapping stitches for gathering ete. & sure, 2 one 
of these stitches. 

runny /d). (runnier, runniest) 1 tending to run o1 
flow. 2 excessively Muid. 

run-off 7. 1 an additional competition, election, 
race, etc., after a tie or inconclusive result. 2 an 
amount of rainfall that is carried off an area by 
streams and rivers. 

run-of-the-mill aj. ordinary, undistinguished 


run-out 


run-out 2. Cricket the dismissal of a batsman by 
being run out. 


runt 7. 1 a small pig or other animal, esp. the small- 
est in a litter. 2 a weakling; an undersized person. 
[1 6th-century coinage] o runty ad). 

run-through 7. | a rehearsal. 2 a brief survey. 

run-up 7. the period preceding an important event. 

runway 7. | a specially prepared surface along | 
which aircraft take off and land. 2 a raised gang- 
way in a theatre, fashion show, etc. 

rupee 7. the chief monctary unit of India, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Mauritius, and the Seychelles. 
[from Sanskrit r@pya ‘wrought silver’ 

rupture e 7. 1 the act or an instance of breaking; a 
breach. 2 a breach of harmonious relations; a 
disagreement and parting. 3 \fed. an abdominal 
hernia. @ v. 1 ¢ break or burst (a cell or membrane 
etc.). 2 ir sever (a connection). 3 ini. undergo a 
rupture. 4 &: @ intr, affect with or suffer a hernia. 
[from Latin ruptura| 

rural adj. in, of, or suggesting the country; pastoral 
or agricultural (in rural secluscon; a rural constituency). 
[from Late Latin ruralis| o ruralism 7. ruralist 1. 
rurality 7. ruralize v./7, G inix. (also -ise). rurally 
ado, 

rural dean sce pry! Lh. 


ruse #7. a stratagem or trick. [based on Old French 
ruser ‘to drive back’| 

rush'e v1 ini 20, move, or act precipitately or with 
great speed. 2 #7, move or transport with great haste 
(was rushed lo hospital). 3 intr. (foll. by af) a move 
suddenly towards. b begin inpetuously. 4 ¢ 
perform or deal with hurriedly (don? rush your 
dinner, the bill was rushed through Parliament). 5 tr. 
force (a person) to act hastily. 6 é attack or 
capture by sudden assault. 7 t# Bri. slang 
overcharge (a customer). 8 /, pass (an obs- 
tacle) with a rapid dash. en. 1 a an act of rush- 


rush hour 7. (often hyphenated when attrib.) time(s) 
each clay when traffic is at its heaviest. 

rushlight 7, a candle made by dipping the pith of a 
rush in tallow. 

rusk n. a slice of bread rebaked usu. as a light 
biscuit, esp. as food for babies. [from Spanish & 
Portuguese rosca ‘coil, roll of bread’] 

russet e adj. reddish brown. e 7. 1 a reddish-brown 
colour. 2 a kind of rough-skinned russet-coloured 
apple. [from Old French rosset| 

Russian e 7. 1 a a native or national of Russia, or 
of the former Soviet Union. b a person of Russian 
descent. 2 the language of Russia. @ adj, 1 of or 
relaung to Russia. 2 of or in Russian. [from 
medieval Latin Russcanus| 0 Russianize «iz (also 
-ise). Russianness 7. 

Russian doll 7. cach of a set of brightly painted 
hollow wooden dolls that fit inside each other. 

Russian roulette 7. an act of daring in which one 
squeezes the trigger of a revolver held to one’s head 
with one chamber loaded, having first spun the 
chamber. 

Russian salad 7. Bri/. a salad of mixed diced 
vegetables with mayonnaise. 

Russki ». (also Russky: | /)/, Russkis or -ies) s/ang 
ofjens. a Russian; hist. (loosely) a Soviet citizen. [from 
Russian russkii “Russian | 

Russoe com. form Russian; Russian and. 

ruste ”. 1 aa reddish- or yellowish-brown coating 
formed on iron or stecl by oxidation, esp. as a result 
of moisture. b a similar coating on other metals. 

2 a any of various plant diseases with rust- 
coloured spots caused by fungi of the class 

- Urediniomycetes or genus Albugo. b the 

fungus causing this. 3 a reddish-brown or 
brownish-recl colour. @ i. 1/7 @ intr: affect 

or be aflected with rust. 2 imi (of 
bracken ete.) become rust-coloured. 
3 itr. (of a plant; be attacked by rust. 
4 init. lose quality or etliciency by 
disuse or inactivity. [Old English] 
Orustless «dj. 


rust belt n. collog. an area of once 
profitable industry, esp. in the American 
Midwest and north-eastern states. 
rustic @ ad. 1 having the charac- 
teristics of or associations with the 
country or country life. 2 unsophisti- 
cated, 3 of rude workmanship. 4 made 
of untrimmed branches or rough umber 
(a rustic bench), @ n. a person [rom or living 


ing; a violent advance or attack. b a sudden flow 

or flood. 2 a period of great activity. 3 (attrib) 
done with great haste or speed (@ rush joh). 
4 a sudden migration of large numbers. 
5 (foll. by on, for)a sudden strongdemand 
for a commodity. 6 a sudden feeling of | 
euphoria such as that experienced afier 
taking certain drugs. 7 (in pi.) collog. the 
first prints of a film. 0 rush one’s fences 
Brit. act with undue haste. [from Anglo-French 
russher| 

rush? pn. 1 » any marsh or waterside plant of 
the family Juncaceae, with slender tapering 
pith-filled stems (properly leaves) used for 


making chair-bottoms and plaiting baskets RUSH: in the country, esp. a simple unsophist- 

etc, 2a stem of this. 3 (collect) rushes asa Wooprusu ated one. [from Latin rusticus] OD rusticity 1. 
material. [Old English] oc rushlike ad). (Luzula rusticate ¢. 1 / Bri. send down \a student) 
rushy ad. species) temporarily from university. 2 imlx reure to 


ryegrass 


or live in the country. 3 f make rural. [based 
on Latin vusticatus Shaving lived in the country’ 
drustication n. 

rustle ev. 1 inir, & tr, make or cause to make a 
gentle sound as of dry leaves blown in a breeze. 
2 int, move with a rusting sound. 3 ¢ (also absol.) 
steal (cattle, horses, or sheep). 4 intr. CAS collog. move 
or act quickly or energetically. @ 7. a rustling sound 
or movement. O rustle up collog. produce quickly 
when needed. [Middle English] o rustler x. (esp. 
in sense 3 of u.). 

rustproof e adj. (of a metal) not susceptible to 
corrosion by rust. @ «./; make rustproof. 

rusty adj. (rustier, rustiest) 1 rusted or aflected 
by rust. 2 stiff with age or disuse. 3 (of knowledge 
etc.) impaired by neglect (my French is a bit rusty). 
4 rust-coloured. 5 (of black clothes) discoloured by 
age. O rustily adv. rustiness 1. 

rut'e@ ». 1 a deep track made by the passage of 
wheels, 2 an established mode of practice or proced- 
ure. @ v./. (rutted, rutting) mark with ruts. Dina 
rut following a fixed pattern of behaviour that is 
difficult to change. 0 rutty ad). 

rut® @ 7. the periodic sexual excitement of a male 
deer, goat, sheep, etc. @ v.iniz (rutted, rutting) be 
affected with rut. [based on Latin rugire ‘to roar’] 
Oruttish «ad. 

rutabaga 7..V. Aimer a swede. [from Swedish dialect 
rotabagge| 

ruthenium 7. Chen. a rare hard white metallic 
element, occurring naturally in platinum ores, and 
used as a chemical catalyst and in certain alloys. 
[based on medieval Latin Ruthenia “Russia’, as first 
found in ores from the Urals] 

rutherfordium 7. Chem. a name variously 
proposed for the artificial radioactive elements 
of atomic number 104 and 106. [named after 
E. Rutherford, New Zealand-born _ physicist. 
1871 1937, 

ruthless adj. having no pity or compassion. 
[Middle English, based on ruth “compassion’] 
O ruthlessly adv. ruthlessness n. 

RV abhi. 1 Revised Version (of the Bible). 2 US 

recreational vehicle. 

rye 7. 1 aa cereal plant, Secale 

cereale, with spikes bearing florets 
which yield wheatlike grains. 
b < the grain of this used for 
bread and fodder. 2 (in full rye 
whisky) whisky distilled from 
fermented rye. [Old English ryge, 

from Germanic| 

ryegrass 7. any forage or lawn 
erass of the genus Lolium, esp. 
L, perenne. [from obsolete ray-grass| 


RYE 
Secale cereale 


LD 


S' 7. also s) (pl. Ss or S's, 1 the nineteenth letter of 
the alphabet. 2 an S-shaped object or curve. 

S$? abbr: (also S.) 1 Saint. 2 South, Southern. 

S9 sym. Ghem. the clement sulphur. 2 siemens. 

s abbr. valso s.) 1 secondis). 2 shilling(s), 3 singular. 
4 son. fsense 2: originally from Latin solidus, a gold 
com] 

°s abhi. collag. 1 is, has (he’s arrived: it) raining, John’s 
late. 2us (let's. 3 does whats he sav). 

SA abbr 1 Salvation Army. 2 a South Africa. 
b South America. ¢ South Australia. 3 hiss, 
Sturmabterlage ithe paramilitary force of the 
Nazi party). 

Sabbatarian e //. 1 a strict sabbath-keeping Jew. 
2 a Christian who favours observing Sunday 
strictly as the sabbath. 3a Chrisian who observes 
Saturday as the sabbath. e wd. relating to or hold- 
ing the tenets of Sabbatarians. [based on Latin 
sabbatum *salbbbath’| 0 Sabbatarianism 1. 

sabbath ». 1 vin full sabbath day) a day of rest 
and rehgious observance kept by Jews on Saturday. 
2 Sunday as a clay of Christian religious obser- 
vance and abstinence from work and play. 3 cin full 
witches’ sabbath) a supposed veneral midnight 
meeting of witches with the Devil. [from Hebrew 
sabhiil| 

sabbatical e adj). ool or appropriate to. the 
sabbath. 2 granted at intervals to a 
university teacher for study or travel, @ 2. a period 
of sabbatical leave. 


of leave 


saber (Svar. of svpri. 


sable’. 1 a Wx small brown-lurred flesh-eating 
mammal, Varley cabellina, of N. Europe and parts of 
N. Asia. related to die marten. b its skin or fur. 2a 
fine paintbrush made of sable fur. [from medieval 
Latin sebelun| 


SABLE 
Martes zibellina) 


sable? ev. 1 esp. por. black. 2. in pi.) mourning 
garments. 3 in full sable antelope: a large 
African antelope. Hippohagus nya. with long curved 
horns. the male of which has a black coat with a 
white belly. @ adj. esp. joel. dark. gloomy, [from Old 
French in Heraldry,] 

sabot /sab-oh/ . Lia kind of simple shoe hollowed 
out froma block af wood, 2a wooden-saled shoc, 
liven blend of save shoe and bolle boot | 

sabotage /sab-6-tah-// ex. dehberate damage to 
productive capacity. @ 3.4. 1 cominit sabotage on, 
2 destroy. spoil sabotaged ma plans. [French. dram 
abot) “Wo Make a with wilfully 


noise sabets. 


desuroy ‘| 


saboteur /sal-6-ter/ 9. a person who commits 
sabra v. an Israch born iu Israel [from modern 
Hebrew vihidh sprickly pear 
regions of Isracl] 


‘common i coastal 


saddle 


SABRE? FENCING SABRE 


sabre vv. (( S saber) 1 a cavalry sword with a curved 
blade. 2 a cavalry soldier and horse. 3 & a hght 
fencing-sword with a tapering blade. & rencine. 
[from Polish szabla| 

sabre-rattling 7. a display or threat of military 
force. 

sabre saw 1. a portable electric jigsaw. 

sabre-toothed tiger 7. (also sabre-toothed cat) 
Van extinct mammal of the cat family with long 
curved upper canine teeth. 


SABRE-TOOTHED TIGER 
Smilodon species) 


SAC abby. Senior Aircraftman. 
sac n.a bag-like cavity, enclosed by a membrane, in 
an animal or plant. [French] 
saccharide /sak-i-ryd/ 7. Ghem. = svcan n. 2. 
saccharin /sak-i-rin/ n. a substance used as a 
substitute for sugar. [German] 
saccharine /sak-i-ryn/ ad. 1 sugary 2 ol. 
containing. or like sugar. 3 unpleasantly over- 
polite, sentimental. etc 
saccharo- /sak-i-roh/ comb. form sugar; sugar 
and. [from Greek sakAhaon ‘sugar’ | 
sacerdotal /sak-er-doh-til/ adj. of priests or the 
priestly office: priestly. [from Old French] 6 sacer- 
dotalism 1. 
sachet /sash-ay/ n. 1 esp. Bri. a small usu. sealed 
and airtight bag or packet. 2 a small scented bag. 
3 a dry perfume for laying among clothes ete. ba 
packet of this. [based on Latin saccus ‘sack’] 
sack'e»), laa large strong bag, usu. made of hes- 
sian, paper. or plastic, for storing or conyeying 
goods. b (usu. foll. by of ) this with its contents (@ sack 
af potatoes). © a quantity contained in a sack. 2 (prec 
ly the) collog. dismissal trom employment. 3 (prec. 
hy they MN. Amer. slang bed. 4 a wonian’s short loose 
dress with a sacklike appearance. 5 a man’s or 
woman's loose-hanging coat not shaped to the 
hack. @ v.fe 1 put into a sack or sacks. 
2 cullag. dismiss from employment. a hit 
the sack volloy. g0 to bed. [from Greek 
whkus| O sackable ad, sackful x. ( p/. -fuls . 
sacklike «i/). 
sack? @ 7. L plunder and destroy (a captured town 
ete. . 2 steal valttables from (a place). @ 1. the sack- 
me of a captured place. [from French sae in phrase 
melte @ sac “to put to sack’ | 
sack® »/, his/, a white wine formerly imported into 
Britain from Spain and the Canaries (sherry sack). 
[from T6th-century coywe seck, from: French cin sec 
‘diy wine | 
sackbut 9. an carly form of trombone. [from 
Trench saqueb(aste “hook tor pulling a man off a 
Meds | 
sackcloth 7. 1a coarse fabric of flax or hemp. 
2 clothing made of this, formerly worn as a 
penance or in mourning yesp. sackcloth and ashes . 
sacking #7. material for making sacks; sackcloth. 
sack race 1. a race between competitors in sacks 
up to the waist or neck. 
sacra pl, of swim. 


sacral /say-kral/ adj. 1 Anat. of or relating to the 
sacrum, 2 Anthropol. of or for sacred rites. 

sacrament 7. 1 a religious ceremony or act of the 
Christian Churches regarded as an outward and 
visible sien of inward and™spiritual grace, esp. 
baptism and the Eucharist. da thing of mysterious 
and sacred significance; a sacred influence, symbol, 
etc. 3 (also Blessed or Holy Sacrament) (prec. 
by the) a the Eucharist. b the consecrated elements, 
esp. the bread or Host. [from Latin sacramentum 
‘solemn oath’] 

sacramental e «dj. 1 of or of the nature of a 
sacrament. 2 (of a doctrine etc.) attaching great 
importance to the sacraments. @ 7. an observance 

analogous to but not reckoned among 

the sacraments, e.g. the use of holy 

water or the sign of the cross. 

0 sacramentally ad: 

sacred /say-krid/ adj. 1 a (ofien 
foll. by /o) exclusively dedicated 

or appropriated (to a god or to 

some religious purpose). b made holy 

by religious association. e connected with religion 
(sacred music). 2 a safeguarded or required by rel- 
igion, reverence, or tradition. b sacrosanct. 3 (of 
Writings cte.) embodying the laws or doctrines of a 
religion. [based on Latin sacrare ‘to consecrate’) 
0 sacredly adv. sacredness 1. 

Sacred College ». RC Ch. the body of cardinals. 

sacred cow 2. collog. an idea or insUitution un- 
reasonably held to be above criticism (with ref- 
erence to the Hindus’ respect for the cow as a holy 
animal). 

sacrifice @ 7. 1 a the act of giving up something 
valued for the sake of something else more import- 
ant or worthy. b a thing given up in this way. ¢ the 
loss entailed m this, 2 a the slaughter of an animal or 
person or the surrender of a possession as an offer- 
ing to a deity. b an animal, person, or thing offered 
in this way, 3.an act of prayer, thanksgiving, or peni- 
tence as propitiatioy. 4 (in games) a loss incurred 
deliberately to avoid a greater loss or to obtain a 
compensating advantage. @ ¢./r give up (a thing) as 
a sacrifice. 2 (foll. by to) devote or give over to. 3 (also 
absol.) offer or kill aS a sacrifice. [fromLatin sacrifi- 
clum| O sacrificial adj. sacrificially ad: 

sacrilege /sak-ri-kj/ 1”. the violation or misuse of 
what is regarded as sacred. [from Latin sacrilegium] 
m sacrilegious adj. sacrilegiously adv. 

sacristan 7. a person in charge of a sacristy and its 
contents. [from medieval Latin sacrisfanus] 

sacristy 7. ( p/. -ies) a room in a church, where the 
vesuments, sacred vessels, ete.. are kept. & cari 
cok... [from medieval Latin sacristia] 

sacroiliac ad). (nat. relating to the sacrum and the 
lium, esp, designating the rigid joint between them 
at the back of the pelvis. 

sacrosanct «dj. most sacred: inviolable. [from 
Latin saerosanclus, Siterally ‘inviolable by sacred 
ritc’] O Sacrosanctity 1. 

sacrum /say-krim/ n. (//. sacra or sacrums) 
nal. a tiangular bone formed from fused verte- 
brace and situated between the two hip bones of the 
pelvis. & santo. sein. [from Late Latin os sacrum 
‘sacred bone’, supposed site of the soul| 

SACW «abhi: Senior Aircraftwoman. 

SAD abbr. seasonal affective disorder. 

sad «dj. (sadder, saddest) 1 unhappy. 2 causing or 
suggesting sorrow (a iad story). 3 regrettable. 
4 shameful. deplorable (i i a sad state). 5 slang 
contemptible, pathetic, unfashionable. — [Old 
English] o saddish adj. sadly ad: sadness n. 

sadden i... S inf. make or become sad. 

saddle e 1. 1 Aa scat of leather etc. fastened on a 
horse ete. for riding. & sini-swou.. 2 a seat for the 
rider of a bicycle ete. & ayer. 3a joint of meat 
consisting of the two loms. 4 a ridge rising to a 
sumnutat cach end. 5 the part of a draught horse's 
harness to which the shafts are attached. 6 a part of 
an animal’s back resembling a saddle in shape or 


saddlebag 


cantle 


_guth pommel 


d-ring 


} peentntol 


fern t 
sarrup bar 7 


slarrup 


saddle 
flap —— 


knee 
roll 


SADDLE: GENERAL- 
PURPOSE SADDLIL 


marking. @ wf 1 put a saddle on (a horse etc.). 2 a (foll. 
by ze) burden (a person) with a task, responsibil- 
ity, etc. b (foll. by on, upon) impose (a burden; on a 
person. 0 in the saddle 1 mounted, 2 in office on 
control. {Old English] og saddleless «ad. 
saddlebag n. 1 each of a pair of bags laid across a 
horse ctc. behind the sactdle. 2 a bay attachoxl 
behind the saddle of a bievele or motorevele 


saddler 7. a maker of o1 dealer in saddles and 
other equipment for horses 

saddlery /sad-lé-ri/ 1. (p/. -ies: 1 the saddles and 
other equipment of a saddler. 2 a saddler’s business 
or premises 

saddle-sore adj. chafed by riding on a sacddh 

saddle stitche 77. a stitch of thread or ay 
passed through the centre of a magazine or book- 
let. @ v./z isaddle-stitch: sew with this 

Sadducee ». a member of a Jewish sect or party ol 
the ume of Christ that denied the resurrection ol 
the dead, the existence of spirits 

oral Jaw, |from Hebrew 


ire staple 


utch 


ind the obheation 
of the traditional 
D Sadducean «ii. 
sadhu 7. (in Inelia; a holy 
[Sanskrit, literally “holy man] 


Vian. sag 


v' Or ascel 
sadism /say-clizim/ 7. 1 a form of sexual perver- 
sion characterized by the enjoyment of inticting 
pain or suffering on others tef srysoctisat |. 2 called 
the enjoyment of cruelty to others. [from Trench 
named after the Count or “Marquis” c& 
Sade, French writer. 1740 181 +) o sadist ». sadis- 
tic ad), sadistically ad 
sadomasochism / 
combination of 
person, osadomasochist 7. sadomasochistic | 
US cw 


stampe 


sadisme 


Ww-doh-mas-d-kizmi/ on. thi 


sadist and omiesochism in ont 
sad sack ; 


sae abbr. Bri 


Livery mept person 


<laddressed envelop 


safaris) I a jimting or scicubific ¢ 
nL. \fvica m safari). 2 elit- 

secing trip to sec African animals in their natural 

habitat. [based on Arabic va 


safari } 
pedition, esp. 


‘to travel | 


safari park 7. an enclosed arca where lions etc, are 
kept in relatively open for public 


from vehicles driven through 


preatCCS VICWINY 


safari suit 1 hightweight suit usu. with short 


sleeves and four pleated pockets in the jacket 
safe e adj. 1 a lree of danger or injury. b out of oF 
not exposed to danger fe fron ur ¢neml 

2 aflording security or not voly Ing clanger or risk 

pul il ina sa 3 rehable, certain ya safe catch 
safe method: is safe lo win, 4 prevented trom escaping 
or dome harm aie vol him safe. 5 also safe and 


sound) uninjurcd: with no harm done. 6 cautious 
and unenterprising. @ 7. La strong lockable « 
etc. for valuables. 2 = viv svt. on the safe side 
with a margin of security agaist risks. [from Latin 


safeness 


bine 


salvus uninjured’ | O safely 


safe bet 7. a bet that is certain to succeed 


safe-breaker i. (also safe-blower or US safe- 
cracker) a person who breaks open and robs safes. 

safe conduct 7. 1 a privilege of immunity from 
arrest or harm, esp. on a particular occasion. 2 a 
document securing this 

safe deposit 7. a strongroom or safe for the safe 
keeping of valuables, usu. within a bank, hotel, etc 
also attrib: safe deposit box), 

safeguard e 2). 1 a proviso, stipulation, quality, or 
circumstance, that tends to prevent something 
undesirable. 2 a safe conduct. @ vt guard or 
protect (rights etc.). 

safe house 7. a place of refuge or rendezvous for 
spies, criminals, ete. 

safe keeping ». preservation in a sale place. 

safe sex 7. sexual activity in which precautions are 
taken to reduce the risk of spreading sexually Wans- 
mitted diseases. 

safety n. (//. -ies, 1 the condition of being safe: 
freedom from danger or risks, 2 \altrib: a cles- 
lgnating any of various devices for preventing 
injury from machinery ‘safely bar; safety lock . b desiv- 

ajely helmet) 


a defensive back who plays ina deep 


nating iems of protective clothing 
3 .lmer. Foothall 
posiuon. O safety first a motto advisin 
|from medieval Latin salvztay| 

safety belt ». 1 =s1.y1 wii. 2a belt on 


Qa person lo prevent Myury. 


caution 
strap secur- 


safety catch 7. a contrivance for locking a gun 
rigger or preventing the a 


machmery & ot 


idental Operation ol 
safety curtain 1. 4 fireproof curtain that can be 
lowered to cut off the auditoriam ina theatre from 
the Stage. > 
safety factor ». 1 the ratio of a material’s strength 
to an expected strain. 2 


THLE ALTRI 
a margin of security 
against risks 


that 


safety glass 2. gliss will not splinter when 
broken. 
safety harness vv. Wa system of belts or restraints 


ling or injury. 


to hold a person to prevent 


SAFETY HARNESS? ROCK CLIMBLR ’S STE TARNESS 


safety lamp 2. a miners lamp so protected as nol 
to ignite firedamp 
safety match » a match igniting only on a 


specially prepared surlic 


safety net 7. Tanet placed to catch an acrobat ct 
In ¢ Seni al Ply Pan bse 


hardship or adversity 


ruarcd against possible 


tpi with a point that is held 


safety pin 7 


in aw guard when closed 

safety razor 7. a razor with a guard to reduce the 
risk of cutting the skin 

safety valve 1.1 in a steam boiler) a valve opening 
automatically to reheve ive pressure, 2 a mi 

of gwwmne harm vent to excmement 

safflower 4. Loan orange-flowered thistle-like 
plant, Carthamus tinctars whose seeds vield at 
ech il, 2 ait Ined }« als. ba re \ acl 
from th [boise lon .Arabu lay| 


Sagittarius 


saffron e 7. 1 ®& an orange- 
yellow flavourmg and food 
colouring made from the 
dried stigmas of — the 
crocus. Crocus sallvus. 
> spo. 2 the colour of 
this, 3 = Mapow sro, 
e adj. of an orange-yellow ~e 
colour, [from Arabi ? 
za_fara| 
sag @ wil (sagged, sag- 
ging) 1 sink or subside, esp. 
unevenly, 2 have a downward 
bulge or curve in the middle. 
3 fall in price. @ a, 1 a the 
amount that a rope etc. sags. 
b the distance trom the middle 
of its curve to a straight line 
between its supports. 2 a sinking condition; subsi- 
dence. 3 a fall in price. [from Dutch 
subside’] 0 saggy ad). 
saga n. 1 a long story of heroic achievement, esp. a 
inedieval Icclandic or Norwegian prose narrauve. 
2 a series of connected books evivine the history of 
a family etc, 3a long myolved story. [Old Norse, 
literally “narrative’} 


SAFFRON: 
SL TCAGYS: (1 
SATE RON CROGCES 


(Crocus sativus) 


zakken “to 


sagacious aj. 1 mentally Socom | aifted with 
discernment; having pracucal wisdom. 2 acute- 
minded, shrewd. 3 tof a saying, plan, ete.) showing 
wisdom. [from Latin saga sagact)| O sagaciously 
adv. Sagacity n 

sage! n. 1 an aromatic herb, Salvia officinalis, with 
dull ereyish-green leaves. £ uniks. 2 its leaves used in 
cookery, [from Latin salva “healing plant] 

sage“ ex. 1 often dou. 
incients traditionally regarded as the 
thre nN time e@ ad) 1 Wi Csp. from eXpPCricn e:, Z of 
or indicating wisdom. 3 often iron 
looking; solenm-laced. [based on Latin 

vise’ | G sagely ad 


man. 2 any of the 


a WIS 


wisest ol 
WIsC- 


sapere “tr tn 


covered by 
f the 
scmicaricl 
America 


sagebrush 1 an 
shrubby rant 


found in some 
stern N 


AVC 


aromatic YCTILUS 


Irlemisia 
regions ol ow 
2 > this plant. 
sage Derby 1 
cheese: a 
infusion of sage which Havours and 


also sage Derby 


chee made with an y 


moules It. 


sage greene v. the colour of sage 
leaves. @ adj. (hyphenated when 
cett. I; | thi lour 

Lwiiston 
said to 


wryving a bow and 


Sagittarius /saj-i-tair-itis/ 
a large constellation the .Archer 


represent a centaur ¢ 


arrow, and in whieh the centre of the 

Galaxy is situated. 2 {yoda the ninth GS 
sien. of the zociac. which the Sun 
enters about 22 Nov 7oniw, ba SAGEBRUS 
person born when the Sun ts in this 


sign. = [Latin, literally 
0 Sagittarian adj. & 1 


Te feaasea 


‘archer’ | trident 


SAGITTARIUS: 
L1GU RE FORMED ~ a 
IROM LHL STARS OO 


DAGHEL IRIS by \ 


sagittate 


Sagittate adj. <¢ Bot. & <vol. shaped lke an 
arrowhead. 
sago 7. (~/. -os) 1 a kind of starch, made 
from the powdered pith of the sago palm 
and used in puddings ete. 2 (in full sago 
palm) any of several topical palms 
and cycads, esp. Cyeas circinalis and 
Metroxylon sagu, from which sago is 
made. [from Malay saga] 
sahib /sah-il. sabh/ x. 
1 (in India) a polite 
form of address. often 
placed after a person's 
name or title. 2 a gentleman (pusAa 
vahib). [from Arabic sdb “friend, lord’ 
said ast and past part. of sw. 
saile 7». 1a picce of material extended on rigging to 
catch the wind and propel a boat or ship, & saitine 
novr, sur, 2 a ship’s sails collectively. 3 a a voyage or 
excursion in a sailing ship. b a voyage of specified 
duration. 4 a ship, esp. as discerned from its sails. 


SAGITTATE 
Ea 


5 a wind-catching apparatus attached to the arm of 
a windmill. @ ¢. 1 nx travel on water by the use of 


sails or engme power, 2 /; a navigate (a ship etc.). 
b travel on (a sea,. 3% set (a toy boat) afloat. 4 intr, 
glide or move smoothly or in a stately manner. 
3 intr. collog. succeed easily (sacled through the evams). 
O sail close to (or near) the wind 1 sail as nearly 
against the wind as possible. 2 come close to in- 
decency or clishonesty, take in sail 1 furl the sail 
or sails of a vessel. 2 moderate one’s ambitions. 
under sail with sails set. [Old English| o sailable 
adj. sailed adj. (also in comb.,. sailless adj. 

sailboard ». a board with a mast and sail. used in 
windsurfing. & wisps kiNG. O sailboarder 7. sail- 
boarding 1. 

sailboat 7. ((S=sswine wow. 

sailcloth ». 1 canvas or other matenial for sails, 2 a 
canvas-like dress material. 


SAILING BOAT 


The first recorded sailing boat was used in the 


Nile Valley, Egypt, around 8.000 years ago. 
Sailing boats have been widely used ever 

a“ a cae 
since for pleasure, for competition, 
and for transporting goods and 
people. Boat sizes range from one- 
person dinghies to ocean-gomeg 
yachts, which may have 
crews of 12 or more. 


shroud 


vArliwht 


foresail 


Peapstan 


sailfish n. (f/. usu. same) ¥ any large marine fish of 
the genus Jstiophorus, with a tall dorsal fin and a 
spearlike snout. 


elongated sail-like 
upper jaw dorsal fin 
crescent- 


shaped tail 


SAILFISH 
(Astiophorus platypterus) 


sailing boat n. ¥ esp. Brit. a boat driven by sails. 
D> BOAL 

sailing orders 7.//. instructions to a captain 
regarding departure, cestination, etc. 

sailing ship 7. = s\iLinc Hor. 

sailor », 1a member of the crew of a ship or boat, 
esp. one below the rank of officer. 2 a person 
considered as lable or not liable to seasickness (a 
good sailor). O sailorly adj. 

sailor hat 7. 1 a straw hat with a straight narrow 
brim and flat top. 2 a hat with a turned-up brim in 
imitation of a sailor’s, worn by women and chil- 
dren. 

sailor suit 7. a suit like that of an ordmary seaman, 
worn esp. by small boys. 

sailplane 1. a ghder designed for sustained flight. 

sainfoin /sayn-loyn/ n. a pink-flowered legum- 
inous plant, Onobrychis viciifoha, grown for fodder. 
[from modern Latin sanum foenum ‘wholesome hay’, 
because of its medicinal properties] 

saint e 7. (abbr. St or 8; pl. Sts or SS, 1 a holy or (in 


ISTH-GENTURY TWO-MASLED 
SCHOONLE 


main 


7 topmast wall 
1 
_ { 
ra i mainnasl 
4 
—__ 


mainsail 


hoam 


tiller 


— rudde 


salad days 


some Churches) a canonized person regarded as 
having a place in heaven. 2 (Saint or St) the title of 
a saint or archangel, hence used in the names of 
churches etc. (S¢ Paul’s), sometimes without ref- 
erence to a saint (St Cross; St Saviour’s), or (often with 
the loss of the apostrophe) ih the names of places. 
(St Andrews, St Albans). 3 a very virtuous person 

(would try the patience of a saint). @ v.tr. 1 canonize; 

admit to the calendar of saints. 2 call or regard as 
a saint. 3 (as sainted adj.) sacred; of a saintly life; 
worthy to be regarded as a saint. O my sainted 
aunt see aunt. [from Latin sanctus ‘holy, con- 
secrated’] G sainthood n. saintlike adj. 

St Bernard 7. (in full St Bernard dog) a very large 
dog of a breed originally kept to rescue travellers 
by the monks of the hospice on the Great St 
Bernard pass in the Alps. 


St Elmo’s fire 7. > 
a phenomenon in 
which a luminous 
electrical discharge 
appears on a ship 
or aircraft during a 
storm. [regarded 
as a sign of protec- 
tion given by St 
Elmo, the patron 
saint of sailors] 

St John’s wort 
mn. any — yellow- 
flowered plant of 
the genus A/ypercun, 
esp. H. androsaemum. 
[so named because 
some species come 
into flower near 


the feast day of 
St John the Baptist 
(24 June)| 

saintly adj. (saintlier, saintliest) very holy or 
virtuous. 0 saintliness 7. 

saintpaulia 7. = Arriva vioier. [named after Baron 
W. von Saint Paul, German soldier, 1860 1910, its 
discoverer] 


Sr ELMO’S FIRE 


S 

saint’s day 7. a Church festival in memory of a saint. 

St Vitus’s dance 7. chorea esp. in children as one of 
the manifestations of rheumatic fever. 

saith archaic 3rd sing, present of sav. 

saithe 7. a codlike edible fish, Pollachius wrens, with 
skin that soils fingers like wet coal. [from Old Norse 
seuthr| 

sake! 7.0 for Christ’s (or God’s or goodness’ or 
heaven’s or Pete’s etc.) sake an expression of 
urgency, impatience, supplication, anger, etc. for 
old times’ sake in memory of former times. for 
the sake of (or for a person’s sake; 1 out of 
consideration for; in the interest of: because of: 
owing to ( for my own sake as well as yours). 2 in order 
to please, honour, get, or keep (for the sake of uni- 
formily). [Old English sacu ‘charge, fault, sake’] 

sake? /sah-ki/ n. a Japanese alcoholic drink made 
from rice. [ Japanese] 

salaam /si-lahm/ e n. 1 the oriental salutation 
‘Peace’. 2 an obeisance, often consisting of a low 
bow of the head and body with the right palm on 
the forehead. 3 (in pl.) respectful compliments. @ z 
1 ¢ make a salaam to (a person), 2 intr, make a 
salaam. [Arabic salam] 

salable var. of savi.vnie.. 

salacious adj. 1 lustful; lecherous. 2 (of writings, 
pictures, talk, ete.) tencing to arouse sexual desire. 
[from Latin sa/ax salacis] O salaciously adv. sal- 
aciousness 1, 

salad 7. 1 a cold dish of various mixtures of raw or 
cooked vegetables, usu. seasoned with oil, vinegar, 
etc. 2 a vegetable or herb suitable for eating raw. 
[from Provengal salada] 

salad cream ». Bril. creamy salad dressing. 

salad days 7,/)/. a period of youthful inexperience. 


salamander 


salamander n. 1 » Zool. any tailed newtlike 
amphibian of the order Urodela, esp. the genus 
Salamandra, once thought able to endure fire. 2 a 
mythical lizard-hke creature credited with this 
property. 3 a metal plate heated and placed over 
food to brown it. {from Greek salamandra| Oo sala- 
mandrine ad. 

salami 7. (//. salamis) a highly-seasoned origin- 
ally Itahan sausage. [Italian] 

sal ammoniac 7. ammonium chloride, a white 
crystalline salt. [from Latin sal ammoniacus ‘salt of 
Ammon | 

salariat 7. the salaried class. [French] 

salary e 7. (f/. -ies) a fixed regular payment, usu. 
monthly or quarterly, made by an employer to an 
employee, esp. a white-collar worker (cf. wace n. 1). 
@ utr (-ies, -ied) (usu. as salaried adj.) pay a salary 
to. [from Latin salarium, originally a soldier’s salt- 
money] 

salaryman 1. (//. salarymen) (in Japan) a white- 
collar worker. 

sale n. I the exchange of a commodity for money 
etc.; an act or instance of selling. 2 the amount sold 
(the sales were enormous). 3 the rapid disposal of goods 
at reduced prices for a period. 4 a an event at 
which goods are sold. b a public auction. 0 on (or 
for or up for) sale offered for purchase. [from Old 
Norse] 

saleable adj. (also salable} fit to be sold. 0 sale- 
ability 7. 

sale of work n. Brii. an event where goods made by 
parishioners etc. are sold for charity. 

sale or return 7. (often hyphenated when a/trib.) 
Brit. an arrangement by which a purchaser takes a 
quantity of goods to sell with the right of returning 
unsold goods without payment. 

saleroom 2. esp. Bril. a room in which items are 
sold at auction. 

sales clerk 7. .\. Amer. a salesman or saleswoman 1n 
a shop. 

salesgirl 7. a saleswoman. 

salesladY ». ( p/. -1es) a saleswoman. 

salesman 7. (/. -men; /em. saleswoman, //. 
-women) I| a person employed to sell goods. 2 US 
a commercial traveller. 

salesmanship 7. 1 skill in selling. 2 the techniques 
used in selling. 

salesperson 7. (//! -persons or people) a sales- 
man or saleswoman. 

salesroom 7. US = saeRoom. i 

sales talk x. persuasive talk to promote the sale of 
goods or the acceptance of an idea etc 

sales tax n. a tax on sales or on the receipts from 
sales. 

saleswoman sce S\).ESMAN. 

Salic law 7. fist.a law excluding females from 
dynastic succession. 

salicylic acid /sal-i-sil-ik/ n. a bitter chemical 
used as a fungicide and in the manufacture of 
aspirin and dyestuffs. [based on French salicyle] 
0D salicylate n. 

salient e ad. 1 prominent; conspicuous. 2 (of an 
angle, esp. in fortification) poimting outwards. 
en. 1 a salient angle or part of a work in fortifica- 

tion. 2 an outward bulge in a line of military attack 

or defence. [from Latin — salent- ‘leaping’ | 

o salience 2. saliency n. saliently adv 

salient point 7. 1 an important or significant 
point. 2 archaic the imitial stage, origm, or first 
beginning. 

saline e ad. 1 (of natural waters, springs, etc 
impregnated with or containing salt or salts 
2 tasting of salt. 3 of chemical salts. 4 of the 
nature of a salt. 5 Afed. containing a salt or salts 
of alkaline metals or magnesium, e@ 7. 1 a solu- 
tion of salt in water, 2 a saline substance. [based 
on Latin sa/ ‘salt’}] a salinity n. salinization 
n. (also -isation). salinometer 7. 


saliva 7. liquid secreted into the mouth by glands to 


SALAMANDER 


Salamanders have small, regenerative limbs, 
a well-developed tail, webbed feet, and thin, 
rubbery skin. They are predominantly terres- 
trial, and breathe through their skin as well 
as their lungs. Salamanders generally prefer 
damp, dark habitats, such as under logs or 
rocks. Salamander species range in length 
from 2.5 cm (1 in.) to around 1.8 m (6 ft). 


EUROPEAN FIRE SALAMANDER 
(Salamandra salamandra) 


NORTH AMERICAN TIGER SALAMANDER 
(Ambystoma tigrinum 


provide lubrication, facilitate chewing and swal- 
lowing, and aid digestion. > picistion. [Latin] 
a salivary ad). 

salivate winir secrete or discharge saliva esp. in 
excesstor in greedy anticipation. O salivation n. 

Salk vaccine n. a vaccine developed against polio. 
{named after J. E. Sak, American scientist, born 
191-4] 

sallow’! adj. (sallower, sallowest) (of the skin or 
complexion, or of a person) of a sickly yellow or 
pale brown. [Old English] o sallowness n. 

sallow® 2. 1 a willow tree, esp. one of a low- 
erowing kind. 2 the wood or a shoot of this. 
[Old English] 

sally! (p/. -ies) en. 1 a sudden charge from a forti- 
fication upon its besiegers; a sortie. 2 a going forth: 
an excursion. 3 a witticism; a piece of banter; a 
lively remark. 4 a sudden start into activity; an 
outburst. @ v.inéz (-1es, -ied) 1 (usu. foll. by out, forth) 
go for a walk, set out on a journey ete. 2 (usu. foil. 
by out) make a military sally. [from Latin salie ‘to 
leap | 

sally? n. Brit. (pl. -ies) the part of a bell rope 
prepared with inwoven wool for holding. 

salmi 7. (//. salmis) a ragout or casscrole esp. of 
partly roasted game birds. [French] 

salmon /sam-én/ e 7. (fi. same or (esp. of types) 
salmons) 1 W a migratory fish of the family 
Salmonidae, esp. of the genus Salmo, much prized 
for its pink flesh. 2 any of various similar but un- 
related fishes, including: a Austral. & NJ (in full 
Australian salmon) a large green and silver 
marine fish, Arripis trutia. b US an American sea 
trout of the genus 3 salmon pink. 
e adj. salmon pink. [from Latin sa/mo] 0 salmonoid 
adj. & n. (in sense | of n.). salmony adj. 


Cynoscion 


SALMON: ATLANTI( 
Salmo salar 


SALMON 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER SALAMANDERS 


salt 


head 


warning 
coloration 
Jour-fingered 
forelimb 


_- costal (rib) 


grvove 


cylindrical tail 


EXTERNAL 
FEATURES ©] 

Peano d se OGD 1119) 
SALAMANDER 
(Ambystoma maculalum) 


salmonella /sal-mon-el-4/ n. (//. salmonellae 
/-lee/) 1 any bacterium of the genus Salmonella, 
esp. any of various types causing food poisoning. 
2 food poisoning caused by mfection with salmon- 
ellae. [named after D. E. Sal/mon, American veter- 
inary surgeon, 1850-1914] o salmonellosis 2. 

salmon pink e 2. the colour of salmon flesh. 
e@ ad. (byphenated when a/fnd,) of this colour, 

salmon trout 7. = si, 1Row! 1. 

salon 7. 1 the reception room of a large, esp. con- 
unental. house. 2 a room or establishment where a 
hairdresser, beautician, etc., conducts trade, 3 a hist. 
a mecting of eminent people in the reception room 
of a lady of fashion. b (\$.a meeting of esp. intel- 
lectuals at the invitation of usu. a celebrity or 
socialite. [French] 

saloon 7. 1 esp. Bri. aa large room or hall, esp. in 
a hotel or public building. b a public room or 
gallery for a specified purpose (billiard saloon; shoot- 
ing saloon). 2 \in full saloon car) Bri. a motor car 
with a closed body, boot, and no partition behind S 
the driver. & car. 3 a public room on a ship. 
4 US collog. ov joc. a drinking bar. 5 (in full saloon 
bar) Bri. the more comfortable bar in a public 
house. [from Italian sadone ‘great hall’) 

saloon deck ». a deck for passengers using the saloon. 

saloon-keeper 7. US a publican or bartender. 

salopettes n. padded or fleecy trousers with a high 
waist and shoulder straps, worn for skiing. 
[French] 

salsa 7. 1 a kind of dance music of Latin American 
origin, incorporating jazz and rock elements. 2 a 
dance performed to this music. 3 esp. in Latin 
American cookery) a usu. spicy sauce, esp. one 
served with meat. [Spanish] 

salsify /sal-si-fi/ n. (pl. -ies) a plant with 
long fleshy edible roots. [from French sass] 

SALT /sawlt/ abbr, Strategie Arms Limi- 
tation Talks :or Treaty) 

salt en. 1 also common salt socium chlor- 
ide; the substance that gives sea water it 
characteristic taste. obtained in’ crystalline 
form by mining or by the evaporation of sea 
watet 
food, or tor 


and used for seasomne oO} preserving 


othe purpose 2 a chemical 


ry 


WN 


salt-and-pepper 


compound formed from the reaction of an acid with 
a base. with all or part of the hydrogen of the acid 
replaced by a metal or metal-like radical. 3 piquan- 
cy: wit (added sall to the conversation). 4 (in sing. or pl.) 
aa substance resembling salt in taste, form, ctc 
thath salts: Epsom salts; smelling salts). b yesp. 1 pl. this 
type of substance used as a laxative. 5 (in full salt 
marsh) a marsh, esp. one flooded by the ude, often 
used| as a pasture or for collecting water for salt- 
making. 6 ,also old salt) an experienced sailor, 
e@ ad). 1 impregnated with, contaiming, or tasting ol 
salt; cured or preserved or seasoned with salt. 2 (of 
a plant growing in the sea or in salt marshes. 3 (of 
tears etc.) bitter, 4.0f wit) pungent. @ 7/1 cure or 
preserve with salt or brine. 2 season with salt. 
3 make sa narrative ete.) piquant. 4 sprinkle (the 
ground etc., with salt. 5 treat with a solution of salt 
or mixture of salts.cG eat salt with Bri/, be a guest 
of. salt away (or down) s/ang put (money cle.) by: 
salt a mine s/any introduce extvaneous ore. mater- 
ial. ete.. to make the source seem rich. the salt of 
the earth a person or people of great worthiness, 
rehability. honesty. etc. Matt. 5:13. take with a 
pinch (or grain: of salt regard as exaggerated: be 
incredulous about; believe only part of worth 
one’s salt cificient. capable. [Old Lnghsh| o salt- 
ish ad). saltless «dj. saltness 17 
salt-and-pepper «dj. with light and dark colours 
niacd together 
salt cellar 7. a container for salt at the table. [based 
on obsolete sa/er “salt cellar’, assimilated to cir ve] 
salter ». 2 manufacturer or dealer in salt. 
salting 1). (esp. in p/.) a marsh overflowed by the sea 
saltire 4. <4 esp. Heraldry an 
N-shaped cross. [from mecieval 
Latin saltateriun| 
salt lake ». a lake of salt water 
salt lick 7. 1 oa place where 
animals vo to lick salt trom cy 
ground. 2 a block of this salt 
salt marsh see s\ii 7. O. 
salt meadow ». a meadow subject 
to floncding with salt water 


SALTIRE 


salt mine 7). amine yielding rock salt. 

salt pan vi. a vessel, or a clepression 
near the sea, used for getting salt by evaporation 

saltpetre 7. \('S saltpeter) potassium nitrate, a 
white crystalline salty substance used im preserving 
meat and as a consttuent of gunpowder. [from 
medieval Latin salju tra] 

salt shaker 7)..\ (er. a container of salt for sprink- 
ling on food. 


salt spoon 7. a small spoon usu. with a short handle 
and a roundish deep bowl for taking table salt. 

salt water ev. 1 sca water. 2 slang tears. @ allrib.ad) 
salt-water. of or living in the sea 

salt well 1. a bored well yielding brine 

salty «dj. saltier, saltiest, 1 tisting ofcontaming, 
ov preserved with salt. 2 col tumour ete. racy 
risque. 3 fai vressive. O saltiness 1 
health-civing: healthy. 2. cof 

ole asant, agreeable Jbased on 

adi. salubri- 


tough or ag 
salubrious «ad. 1 
surroundings ct 
Latin sa/us Shealth’] o salubriously 
ousness #, salubrity 7. 
saluki 7; //. salukis 9 1 a tall slender dog ol 
a siky-coated breed with large drooping 
ears and fringed feet. 2 this breed. [from 
Arabic saliki 


See Li 


salutary adj. producing good effects; beneficial. 
[from Latin salutary] 

salutation ». 1 a sign or cxpression of greeting or 
recognition of anothers arrival or departure. 
2 (usu. in ply words spoken or written to enquire 
about another's health or well-being. [from Old 
lrench| 0 salutatory av). 

salute e 7. 1 a gesture of respect, homage, or cour- 
teous recognition, 2 a Vil. & aul. a prescribed or 
specified movement of the hand or of weapons or 
flags as a sign of respect or recognition, b «prec. by 
the’ the altitude taken by an individual soldier. 
sailor, police officer, ete, in saluung, 3 the 
discharge of a gun or guns as a ceremonial sien of 
respect or celebration. @ @ La /r make a salute to, 
b wt, perform a salute. 2 6. greet: make a salutation 
to. 3 Ue (loll. by eth) receive or greet with (a smile 
ctc.), © take the salute 1 (of the highest oflicen 
present) acknowledge it by gesture as meant for 
him. 2 receive ceremonial salutes by members of a 
procession. [from Latin salus -uts “health. welfare. 
grecting | 

Salvadorean e dj. of or relating to El Salvador, a 
republic in Central America. @ 7. a native on 
national of El Sal ador 

salvage e». L the rescue of a ship, its cargo, or othe 
property. from loss at sea, destruction by fire, ete 
2 the property cte. saved in this way. 3 a the saving 
and utilization of waste paper, scrap material, cu 
b the materials salvagect @ @/r 1 save from a wreck, 

2 retrieve or preserve in adverse circum 

sone dignity). [based on Latin 

we’ | a salvageable ad). salvager 1 


fire. ct 
stances tried ta saleage 


valea@e VO 
1 the act of saving or being saved: 
calamity, ete 2 Theol 
lrom sin and its consequences and 
udmission to heaven. 3a religious conversion. 4 a 
person or thing that saves cds the safcation of }. [from 
ecclesiastical Latin saleatio| O salvationism 7 
salvationist n. (both nouns esp. with reference to 
the Salvation .Arnay 


salvation / 
preservation from loss 
deliveranes 


Salvation Army . a worldwide cvangelical organ- 
ization on quasi-military lines lor the revival ol 
Christianity and helpmeg the poor 

salve'e ». 1 a healing omument. 2 a thing that 1 
soothing or consoling for wounded feclings. an 
uneasy conscicnce, ete, @ t.4 soothe yprice, self- 

. [Old English] 

salve? i. 1 save ya ship or its cargo) [rom loss at sea. 
2 save property: Irom fire 
svi] Osalvable ad. 


love, conscience, Cl 


|back-lormation from 


salver »/. a tray usu. of gold, silver, brass, or electro- 
plate. on which drinks, letters, etc 
[vom French safer ‘way for presenting food to the 
king’ | 

salvia 1, > any plant of 
the genus Saleid, esp. 
vplendens scarlet 
flowers, [Latn, literally 


are’ ollerecl. 


with 


Salvo wv. p/. -os) Austral 
slang a member of the 


Salvauon Army. {fabbre- 
vition| 

salvo 7. //. -oes or -os 
1 othe | simultaneous 
Giving of artillery o1 
other guns esp. as a 


salute. or in a sea-feht, 
2 a number ol 
released from aircrali at 


bombs 


the same moment. 3a 


SALVIA? s€ \RI LIT SAG 
[from tralian se/ea *salu- Sa 
tauion | 


round ol applause. 


ila splende 


sal volatile /sal vo-lat-i-li/ #7. ammonium carbon- 
ate. esp. mm the form of a scented solution in alcohol 
used as smelling salts. [modern Latin, lterally 
‘volatile salt | 

Samaritan e/. 1 (in (ull) good Samaritan: a char- 
table or helpful person wwith reference to Luke 


Samoyed 


10:33 etc.). 2 (in the UK) a member of an organ- 
ization which counsels people in distress by tele- 
phone or face to face. 3 a native or inhabitant of 
Samaria, a region west of the Jordan. 4 the 
language of the people of Samaria. 5 an adherent 
of the Samaritan religious System, accepting only 
the Samaritan Pentateuch. e ad. of or relating to 
Samaria or the Samaritans. [from Greek Samareites| 
o Samaritanism 1. 
samarium ». Chem. a hard silvery metallic element 
of the lanthanide series, occurring naturally in 
monazite etc. and used in making ferromagnetic 
alloys. [based on samarskite, mineral in which its 
spectrum was first observed] 


samba e 1. 1 a Brazilian dance of African origin. 
2 a ballroom dance imitative of this. 3 the music 
for this. @ ¢./n/: \sambas. sambaed or samba’d. 
sambaing) dance the samba. [Portuguese | 

Sam Browne ». (in full Sam Browne belt) an 
army officer’s belt and the strap supporting it. 
[named after Sir Samuel J. Browne, Briush military 
commander 182+ 1901] 

sambuca ?, an Italian aniseed-flavoured liqueur. 
[Iralian, from Latin sambucus “elder tree’| 

same e «dj. 1 identical; not different; unchanged 
teveryoue was looking in the same direction. 2 unvarying, 
uniform, monotonous (fhe same old story), 3 (usu. 
pree. by this. these. thal, those) previously alluded to, 
just mentioned, aforesaid (éhis same man was later my 
hushand ;. @ pron. \prec. by the) 1 the same person or 
thing (dhe others asked for the same). 2 Law or archaic the 
person or thing just mentioned (detected the youth 
breaking in and apprehended the same), @ adv, usu. prec. 
by fhe) sumilarly: in the same way (zee all feel the same; 
Twant to go, the same ay you do). See Usage Note. o all 
(or just; the same 1 emphatically the same. 2 in 
spite of changed conditions, adverse circum- 

bul you should offer, all the same). at the 

same time I simultancously, 2 notwithstanding, 

by the same token see 1ox:.\. same here ¢olloy. 
the same apples t# me. the same to you! may 

you do, have, tind, étc., the same thing, the very 

same emphatically the same.’ [from Old Norse 
wuni, saia| O sameness 1. 


SLANECS, CTC 


w Usage Vhe use of (/he) same as an adverb, as 
excmplified by /ic@ lo go. (the) vamte ay you do and he 
worked his way through university. | ame as I did, is 
considered non-standard by some people. It can be 
avoided by using i fhe same way as or just as. 


samey «dj. samier, samiest) Bri/. co/log. lacking 
iD Variety; MOonotonous, O Sameyness 7. 

samizdat 77. 1 the clandestine copying and distri- 
bution of literature, esp. in the former Communist 

Lurope. 2 


literally 


literature so 
‘self-publishing 


countries of  castern 


produced. — [Russian, 
lrotiss | 

Samoan e 7. 1 a native of Samoa, a group ol 
islands in the Pacific. 2 the language of the 
@ ad) of oO i 


people or language 


Samoans relating to Samoa or its 
samosa ?. a (triangular pasty fried im ghee or oil, 
containing spiced vegetables or meat 
[Hinchi} 
samovar 7. ® a Russian tea 
urn. with an internal heat- 
ing device to keep the 
water al boiling 


CaN YING 
handk 


point 
[Russian, literally ‘sell- 
eerste | 

Samoyed /sam-6- 


ved/ 2. Pa member 
of : I Contained 


Rate) 


people 
northern Siberia 
2 the language ol 
this people Bian 
samoyed) a dog 


of a white Arctic 
: vrgol! au vents 
breed. [from Russ- y 


tan samoed| SAMOVAR 


sampan 


bamboo awning support 


punt pole 


space for 


outboard motors sliding canopy 


sampan 7. A a small boat used in the Far East. 
[from Chinese san ‘three’ + ban ‘board’| 

samphire 7. 1 an umbelliferous maritime rock 
plant, Crithmum maritimum, with aromatic fleshy 
leaves used in pickles. 2 a glasswort of the genus 
Salicornia. [earlier samp(Vere: from French (herbe de) 
Saint Pierre ‘St Peter(’s herb)’ 

sample e 7. 1 (also alirib.) a small part or quantity 
mtended to show what the whole is like. 2 a small 
amount of fabric, food, or other commodity, esp. 
given to a prospective customer. 3 a specimen, esp. 
one taken for scientific testing or analysis. 4 an 
illustrative or typical example. 5. leclronics a sound 
created by sampling. @ v./7 1 take or give samples of. 
2 try the qualities of. 3 get a representative experi- 
ence of. (from Old French essample example’ | 

sampler! n. a piece of embroidery worked in vari- 
ous stitches as a specimen of proficiency. [from Old 
French, related to 1Ximrivr] 

sampler? x. 1 a person who samples. 2 an clec- 
tronic device for sampling music and sound. 3 (Sa 
collection of representative items etc, 

sampling ». 1 the taking of a sample or samples. 
2 Muy. the technique of digitally encoding sound 
and reusing it as part of a composition or recording, 

Samson zn. a person of great strength. [from 
Hebrew stmson { Judg. 13 16)] 

samurai /sam-\uu-ry/ 7. (//. same) 1 > a 
Japanese army officer, 2 Aust. a member 
of a military caste in feudal Japan. 
[ Japanese] 

sanatorium 7. (/)/. sanatoriums or 
sanatoria; 1 an establishment for 
the treatment of invalids, esp. of 
convalescents and the chronically sick. 
2 Bri, a room or building for sick 
people in a school etc. [modern Latin] 

sanctify v./r. (-ies, -ied 1 consecrate; 
treat as holy. 2 free from sin. 3 make 
legitimate or binding by religious 
sanction; jusuify. 4 make productive 
of or conducive to holiness. [from 
ecclesiastical = Latin sanctificare| 

sanctification 7. sanctifier n. 
sanctimonious ad). making a show 
of piety. [based on Latin sanctinionia 
‘sancuty | 0 sanctimoniously adi. 
sanctimoniousness /. sancti- 
mony !. 

sanction e 1. 1 approval by custom 
or tradition; express permission. 
2 confirmation of a law etc. 3 aa 
penalty for disobeying a law or 
rule, or a reward for obeying it. 
ba clause containing this. 4 this 

a consideration operaung to 
enforce obedience to any rule of 
conduct. 5 (esp. in pl.) (esp. 
economic) action by a state to 
coerce another to conform: to an 
international agreement or norms 
of conduct. @ ufr 1 authorize or 
agree to (an action ete.) 2 ratty; 
make binding. [from Latin sanctiol 
0 sanctionable ad). 

sanctity 7. (f/. -ies) 1 holiness of life; saintliness. 
2 sacredness. 3 inviolability. 4 (in pl sacred obliga- 
tions, feelings, etc. [from Latin sanctitas| 


SAMURAI: 
SAMURAI 


LOTTH-CENLURYS 
ARMOUR 


Sish storage 


compartment mooring post 


SAMPAN: CHINLSE SAMPAN 


sanctuary 7. (//. -ies) 1 a holy place; a church, 
temple, etc. 2 a the inmost recess or hohest part of 
a temple etc. b the part of the chancel containing 
the high altar. 3 a place where birds, wild animals, 
ete., breed and are protected. 4 a place of refuge, 
esp. for political refugees. 5 a immunity from 
arrest. b the right to offer this. 6 Ads. a sacred place 
where a fugitive from the law or a debtor was 
secured by medieval Church law against arrest or 
| violence. G take sanctuary resort to a place of 
refuge. [from Laun sancluariwn| 
sanctum 7. (/)/, sanctums;} 1 a holy place. 2 collog. 
a person’s private room, study, or den. [Latin, liter- 
ally “consecrated thing) | 
sanctus 7. (also Sanctus) 1 the prayer or hymn 
beginning “Holy, holy, holy’ said or sung at the end 
of the Eucharistic preface. 2 the music for this. 
{Latin, literally “holy’] 
sand e 7. 1 a Joose granular substance resulting 
from the wearing down of esp. siliceous rocks and 
found on the seashore, river beds, deserts, etc. 2 (in 
pl.) grains of sand. 3 (in fl.) an expanse or tracts of 
sand. 4 a light yellow-brown colour lke that of 
sand. 5 (in pi.) a sandbank. @ 7. 1 smooth with 
sand or sandpaper, or a mechanical sander. 2 sprin- 
kle or overlay with sand. o the sands are 
running out the allotted time ts nearly at an end. 
{Old English] o sandlike ad. 
¢ sandal! n. a shoe with an openwork upper 
or no upper, attached to the foot usu. by 
straps. {from Greek  sandalion “hue 
wooden shoe’ | 


i 


sandal? n. = s\woviwoon. [from Sanskrit 
candanal 
sandal tree », any tree yiclding sandal- 
wood, esp. the white sandalwood. 
sandalwood ». 1 the scented wood of a 
tree of the genus Sanlalwn, esp. (in full 
white sandalwood, $. J/buwn. 2 a 
perfume derived from this. 
sandbag e n. a bag filled with sand for 
use: 1 for making temporary defences o1 
for the protecuon of a building ete. 
against blast and splinters or flood 
waters. 2 as ballast esp. for a boat 
or balloon. 3 as a weapon to milict a 
heavy blow without leaving a mark. 
4 to stop a draught from a window o1 
door @ uir (-bagged. -bagging) 
LT barricade or defend. 2 place sandbags 
agaist (a window, chink, ctc.,. 3 fell with 
a blow from a sandbag, €.\. dimer coerce 
by harsh means. 0 sandbagger 1” 
sandbank ». a deposit of sand form- 
ing a shallow place in the sea or a river, 
sandbar 7. a sandbank at the mouth 
of a river or US on the coast. 
sandblast e 
clean with a jet of sand driven by 
compressed air or steam, @ n, Chis jet 
oO sandblaster n. 
sandboy ”. 0 happy as a sandboy 
extremely happy or carelrc¢ 
sandcastle . a shape like a castle 
made in sand, usu. on the seashore 


7ér roughen, treat, o1 


sand dune ». 1 mound or ridge ol 
sand formed by the wind. 
sander 1. a power tool for smoothing surfaces. 
sandfly ni. | pi. -flies) 1 any biung blacklly of the 


genus Simiulium. 2 any tropical biting fly of the 


sanitary ware 


genus Phleholomus, transmitting the disease leish- 
Hilal basis, 

sandhill 7. = s\nv btu. 

Sandinista 7). a member of a left-wing Nicaraguan 
political organization, in power from 1979 until 
1990. [named aftcr a similar organization founded 
by the nationalist leader Augusto César Sandino, 
1893 1934] 

sandlot n. (/S a picce of unoccupied sandy land 
used for children’s games. 

sandman 7. the personification of tiredness caus- 
ing children’s eyes to smart towards bedtume. 

sand martin 71. a swallow-like bird, Riparia riparia, 
nesting in the side of a sandy bank cte. 

sandpaper /. paper with sand or another abrasive 
stuck to it for smoothing or polishing: 

sandpiper 7, any of various wading birds of the 
family Scolopacidae, frequenting moorland and 
coastal areas. 

sandpit 7. Bril. a hollow or box paruy filled! with 
sand, usu. for children to play in. 

sand-shoe 7. a shoe with « 
canvas, rubber, hemp, ete. 
sole for use on sancl. 

sandstone 1.» any of vari- 

sedimentary — rocks 
composed of sand grains 
cemented together. & rock 

CACTI L. SLIDIATE NI 


OSs 


sandstorm /. @ desert storm 
of wind with clouds of sand. 


SANDSTONE 


sandwich e 7. 1 two or more 

buttered bread 

with a filling of meat, cheese, etc. between them. 
2 Brit. a cake of two or more layers with jam or 
cream between (sponge sandeich,. @ vir 1 put (a 


slices of usu. 


thing, statement, ete.) between two of another 
character, 2 squeeze im between others (sal sand- 
wiched in the muddle). \named after the 4th Earl of 
Sandwich, Mnelish nobleman, 1718 92, said to 
have eaten such food (2. sense 1) by the gaming 
table] 

sandwich-board 7). two advertisement 
boards hung over a person’s shoulders. 


one of 


sandwich course 7. Bil. a course of training with 
alternate periods of practical experience and the- 
orelical instruction. 

sandy «dj. (sandier, sandiest) 1 having the 
texture of sand. 2 having much sand. 3 a (of hair) 
yellowish red. b (of a person) having sandy hair 
O sandiness 1. sandyish «/). 

sane adj. 1 of sound mind: not mad. 2 (of views etc., 
moderate; sensible. [from Latin saws thealthy’] 
O sanely adi. saneness 11. 

sang fas! of sinc, 

sang-froid /song-frwah/ n. composure, coolness 
ete., In danger or under agitating circumstances. 
[Tvench, literally ‘cold blood] 

sangria /. 2 Spanish drink of red wine with lemon- 
ade, fruit, etc. [Spanish, literally *bleeding’] 

sanguinary ad. 1 accompanied by or delighting in 
bloodshed. 2 bloody; bloodthirsty: 

sanguine /sang-ewin/ ad). L optimistic; confident. 
2 (of the complexion, florid; ruddy. [from Old 
French sanguin(e) “blood red] G sanguinely ad: 
sanguineness 1. (both in sense 1) 

Sanhedrin 7). (also Sanhedrim) the highest court 
of jusice and the supreme council in ancient 
Jerusalem. [from Greek savedrion| 

sanitarium 1. (//, sanitariums or sanitaria) (/S 
=synviortta. [based on Latin said health] 

sanitary ad). Y of the conditions that aflect health. 
2 hygienic, [from French sandauc}. 

Sanitary engineer 7, a dealing with 
SVstonis necded to maintain publi health 


person 


sanitary towel 7. \. J). sanitary napkin an 
absorbent pad used during menstruation 


sanitary ware 1. poreclai lor lavatories ety 


5 


sanitation 


sanitation . | sanitary conditions. 2 the mainten- 
ance or improving of these. 3 the disposal of 
sewage and refuse from houses ete. 

sanitize v./r (also -ise) 1 make sanitary; disinfect. 
2 US collog. render (mformation etc.) more accept- 
able by removing improper or disturbing material. 
O sanitization //, sanitizer 1. 

sanity rn. 1 a the state of being sane. b mental 
health. 2 the tendency to avoid extreme views. 
[from Latin sanitas] 

sank fas! of sink. 

sans prep, archaic or joc. without. [from Latin sine] 

Sanskrit e 7. the ancient and sacred language of 
the Hinclus in India. @ ad. of or relating to this 
language. [from Sanskrit samshrta “composed, elab- 
orated’| 0 Sanskritic adj. Sanskritist ». 

sans serif (also sanserif) Prinfing e n. a form of 
type without serifs, & rverivce. @ adj. without serifs. 

Santa Claus ». (also co/luy. Santa) a person said to 
bring children presents on the night before Christ- 
mas. [originally US, from Dutch dialect Sanie Alaas 
“St Nicholas’] 

sap'en. 1 the vital juice circulating in plants. 2 vigour; 
vitality, 3 = sapwoor. 4 US slang a bludgeon. 
® «7, (sapped, sapping) 1 drain or dry (woocl) of 
sap. 2 remove the sapwood from (a log. 3 C'S slang hit 
with a sap. [Old English] o sapful a). sapless cd). 

sap* e 7. a tunnel or trench to conceal assailants’ 
approach to a fortilicd place. @ 7 (sapped, 
sapping) I ini: a dig a sap or saps. b approach by 
a sap. 2 f, undermine; make insecure by removing 
the foundations. 3 ¢: weaken or destroy insidiously 
(his confidence has been sapped). {from Italian zappa 
‘spade, spadework | 

sap? n. slang a foolish person. [abbreviation of (now 
chalect) sapskull 

sapid ad). literary U having flavour; palatable; not 
insipid. 2 /iterary (of talk, writing, etc.) not vapict o7 
uninteresting. {from Latin sapidus| 


sapient ad). litera 1 wise. 2 aping wisdom. [from 
Latin sapien’ “bemg wise] G sapience 7. sapi- 
ently ad: 

sapling 7. 1 a young tree. 2a youth. 3 a greyhound 
m its first year. 

sapodilla 7. a large evergreen topical American 
tree, VWanilkara zapota, with sap from which chicle is 
obtained, [based on Aztec (2dpoll| 

saponify /. |-ies, -ied) 1 /7: turn (fat or oil) into soap 
by reaction with an alkali. 2 ¢ convert (an ester) to 
an acid and alcohol. 3 inix become saponified. 
[based on Latin s@po -onts “soap’] 0 saponifiable 
ad). saponification 7. 

sapper 7. 1 a person who digs saps. 2 Brit. a soldier 
of the Royal Eneimeers (esp. as the official termi for 
a private} 

Sapphic /saf-ik/ e adj. 1 of or relating to Sappho, 
poetess of Lesbos ¢.600 ac, or her poctry, 2 lesbian. 
@ 7. (in pl.) (sapphics, verse in a metre associated 
with Sappho. [from Greek Sapphihos} 

sapphire /sa-fyr/ e 7. I <a 

transparent blue precious 
stone: a variety of 
dum. © orm. 2. precious 
transparent corundum of 
any colour. 3 = sven 
wut. 4a humuningbire 
with bright blue colour- 
ing. @ adj. = svvrrike BILL 
adj. [from Greek sappheiras, 

0 sapphirine «i. 

sapphire blue e ». 3 bright 

blue colour. e adj. (hyphenated! 

when atith., of this colour 

sappy «d. \sappier. sappiest) 1 fi) of sap. 2 youn 
and vigorous. 3 .\. .fmer collog, over-sentimental: 
maw kish. O sappily adi. sappiness 1 

sapro- cumh. form Biol. rowen, putrelying. [from 
Greck sapros putrid, 


COUN 


SAPPHIRE 


saprogenic (i). 
lacuion 


causing or produced by putre- 


saprophyte 7. » any 
plant or micro-organism 
living on dead or 
decayed organic matter. 
a saprophytic ad). 

sapwood 7. the sofi outer 
layers of recently formed 
wood between the heart- 
wood and the — hark. 
Ce Woop 

saraband 7. 1 a stately 
Spanish dance. 2 music for 
or the rhythm of | this. 
[French sarabande from Spanish & Italian zarabanda] 

Saracen /iis/. @ 7. 1 an Arab or Muslim at the ume 
of the Crusades. 2 a nomad of the Syrian and 
Arabian desert. @ adj. of the Saracens. [from late 
Greek Sarakenos| 0 Saracenic adj. 

sarcasm 7. | the use of bitter or wounding, esp. 
ironic, remarks; language consisting of such 
remarks (suffered from constant sarcasm about his work). 
2 such a remark. [based on Greek sarkazein ‘to tear 
flesh’, later “to speak bitterly} O sarcastic ad). 
sarcastically adi. 

sarcenet var. of syksinr i. 

sarcoma 7. (//. sarcomas or sarcomata) a 
mahgnant tumour of connective tssue. [Greek, 
based on sary yarkos “flcsh’] 0 sarcomatosis 1. 
sarcomatous ad). 

sarcophagus /sai-kof-ii-giis/ 7. | p/. sarcophagi 
/-gy/)astone cothin. [Latin, from Greek sarkophagos 
‘flesh-consuming | 

sard 7. a ycllow or orange-red cornelian. [from 
Greek sardios] 

sardine 7. a young pilchard or similar young or 
small herring-like marine fish, o like sardines 
crowded close together (as sardines are in tins). 
[from Greek] 

Sardinian e 1. 1 a native or mbabitant of Sardinia. 
a Mediterranean island now administratively part of 
Italy. 2 the Romance language of Sardinia, e@ adj. of 
or relating to Sardinia or its people or language. 

sardonic «dj. 1 grimly jocular. 2 (of laughter ctc.) 
bitterly mocking or cynical. [from Greek sardonias ‘of 
Sardinia | 0 sardonically adi. sardonicism 1. 

sardonyx 7). » onyx in which white layers 
alternate with sard. © cen. [from Greck 
vardonua | 


saree \ar. of sani. 

sargasso 1. (also sargassum) any 
seaweed of the genus Sargassum, 
with berry-like air-vessels. found 
floating in island-like masses. 
[from Portuguese sargaco] 

sarge 1. slung scrgeant. 

sari 7, (also saree) | p/. saris or 
sarees) a length of cotton or 
silk draped round the body, tracl- 
tionally worn as a main garment 
by Indian women. [from Hindi 
sari hyt | 


SARDONYX 


sarky ad. sarkier. sarkiest) Brit. slang sarcastic. 
O sarkily «di. sarkiness 1, 

sarnie 7. Bril. collog. a sanclwich. 

sarong 7. 1 a Malay and Javanese garment consist- 
ing of along strip of cloth worn by both sexes tucked 
round the waist or under the armpits. 2 a woman’s 
garment resembling this. [Malay, literally “sheath’| 

sarsaparilla 7, 1 a preparation of the dried roots 
of various plants. used to favour some drinks and 
medicines and formerly as a tonic. 2 anv of the 
plants yielding this, (from Spanish ar zaparla| 

sarsen 7, (vol, a silicilied sandstone boulder as 
found on the chalk downs of southern England. 

sarsenet #. (als) sarcenet) a soft silk material used 
esp. for linings. [from Anglo-French sarzinel?| 

sartorial «aj. 1 of or relating to a tailor or tailoring 
2 of or relating to clothes. [based on Latin sartor 
‘tailor’| O sartorially ad. 


SAPROPHYTE: HONLY 
IUNGUS ON DEAD WOOD 


satay 


SAS abbr. (in the UK) Special Air Service. 
s.a.s.e. abbr. (also SASE) US sclf-addressed 
stamped envelope. 

sash! pn. a strip or loop of cloth worn over 
one shoulder or royhd the waist. [earher 
shash, from Arabic sa@é ‘muslin, turban’} 
o sashed ad). 
sash? 7. 1 a frame holding the glass in a 
window, esp. a sash window, > sash winpow. 
2 the glazed sliding light of a glasshouse or 
garden frame. [from corruption of  cHssis. 
mistaken for pl.] a sashed ad). 
sashay w.intr esp. N. Amer. collog. walk or move 
ostentatiously, casually, or diagonally. [corruption 
of CHAssk| 

sash cord 2. a strong cord attaching weights to a 
window sash. 

sashimi /sash-i-mi/ 7. a Japanese dish of small 
pieces of raw fish eaten with soy sauce and horse- 
radish paste. | Japanese] 

sash window /. ¥ a window with one or two sashes 
of which one or either can be slid vertically over 
the other to make an opening. 


top rail — 


pane 
sash- 
fastening 
yash- 
meeling stile 
stile 
oule) 
casing 
handle — 
glazing 
bai 
botlom 
rail 
. sash- 
windor : 
ring 


sh SASH WINDOW 


sass .\. Amer. collog. @ n. impudence, cheek. @ wf. be 
impudent to. [variant of svver] 

sassafras 7. 1 » a small tree, 
Sassafras albidum, native to N. 
America. with aromatic leaves 
and bark. 2 a preparation of oil 


three- 
lubed 
leaf 


extracted from the leaves or 
bark, used medicinally or in 
perfumery. [from Spanish 
sasafras| 


Sassenach /sas-é-nak/ Sc. & Ii: 
usu. dero @ n. an English 
person, @ adj, English. [from 


Latin Saxones ‘Saxons’ } I 

Sassy ad), (sassier. sassiest) hark — 

esp. A. Amen collog. - sey. 

[variant of sawwcy] O sassily ad: 

Sassiness /. SASSAFRAS 
SAT /sat/ abby, standard assess- (Sassafras 
ment task, albidum) 


Sat. abbr. Saturday. 

sat fast and past part. of sit. 

Satan 7. the Devil: Luciler. [from Hebrew sa/an, 
literally ‘adversary’ | 

satanic /si-tan-ik/ adj. 1 of, like, or befitting 
Satan. 2 diabolical, hellish. o satanically adz. 

Satanism 7. 1 the worship of Satan, with a travesty 
of Christian forms. 2 the pursuit of evil for its own 
sake: deliberate wickedness. Oo Satanist 27. 
Satanize //7; (also -ise). 

satay 7. (also satai, saté) an Indonesian and 
Malaysian dish consisting of small pieces of meat 
grilled on a skewer and usu. served with spiced 
sauce. [from Malay satai] 


satchel 


satchel 7. a small bag usu. hung from the shoulder 
with a strap, for carrying books etc. esp. to 
and from school. [from Latin saccellus] 
sate vf 1 gratify to the full. 2 cloy, surfeit (sated with 
pleasure). [probably alteration of dialect sade ‘to sati- 
ate’ 
sateen 7. cotton fabric woven like satin with a glossy 
surface. [from satin, on the pattern of velveteen] 
satellite e 7. 1 a celestial body orbiting the Earth or 
another planet. 2 9 an artificial body placed in 
orbit round the Earth or another planet. > ors, 3.a 
follower; a hanger-on. 4a Bal i of an important 
person’s staff or retinue. 5 (in full satellite state) 
a small country etc. nominally independent but 
controlled by or dependent on another. @ adj. trans- 
mitted by satellite (satellite communications; satellite lele- 
vision). [from Latin satelles satellitis ‘attendant | 
satellite dish 7. < a dish-shaped 
acrial for receiving broadcasting 
signals transmitted by satellite. 
satellite town 7. a 
small town dependent 
on a nearby larger 
town. 


mounting 
bracket 


reflector 
horn 
wath 
weather 
shield 


sati var. of surrit. 
satiate /say-shi- 
ayt/ @ adj. archaic 
satiated. @ ulin = 
sare. [from Latin 
satlatus —‘satiated?] 

O  satiable = ad). 
archaic. satiation 1. 
satiety /si-ty-iti/ 

1 the state of being 

glutted or satiated. 2 the 

feeling of having too 

much of something, 0 to 

satiety to an extent 
beyond what is desired. [from Latin satietas] 

satin e 7. a fabric of silk etc., with a glossy surface 
on one side. @ adj. made of or smooth as satin. 
[from Arabic zaytuni‘of Tsinkiang’, a town in China] 
0 satinized adj. (also -ised). satiny adj. 

satinette 7. (also satinet) a satin-like fabric made 
partly or wholly of cotton or synthetic fibre. 

satin finish 7. L a polish given to silver etc. with a 
metallic brush. 2 any effect resembling satin in 
texture produced on materials in various ways. 

satin stitch 7. a long straight embroidery stitch, 
giving the appearance of satin. 

satinwood 7. 1 a (in full Ceylon or Sri Lanka 
satinwood) a tree, Ghlurovylon sewretenia, native to 
central and southern India and Sri Lanka. b tin full 
West Indian or Jamaican satinwood) a tree. 
Fagara flava, native to the W. Indies. Bermuda, and 
southern Florida. 
cither of these trees. 


low-noise 


block 


SATELLITE DISH: 


DOMESTIC TELEVISION 
SATELLITL DISH 


SATELLITE 


Satellites monitor the 


scanner, which detects infra-red light from 
the atmosphere. The antenna 
transmits 
information 

lo receiving 
stavions on 
Earth, and solar 
panels provide the 
electricity needed to 


power the sateliite. / Palas anintre 
/ i ele 


solar panels | 


2 the yellow glossy umber of 


| 


| 
| 


Earth and its atmosphere in 
a variety of ways. The radar alumeter bounces 
signals off the planet’s surface to build a profile of 
the Earth’s topography. Atmospheric water vapour 
and cloud cover are measured by the infra-red 


saturnine 
SATURN outer mantle of inner mantle of liquid metallic / F ring 
liquid hydrogen hydrogen Ces 
sQSS 


The main part of Saturn’s ring 
system, shown here, is less 
than one kilometre thick, 
but 281,000 km (175,000 
miles) in diameter. The 
rings are composed of 
chunks of ice. 
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satire 7. 1 the use of ridicule, irony, sarcasm, etc. to 
expose folly or vice or to lampoon an individual. 2 a 
work using satire. 3 this branch of literature. [French] 

satiric /sa-ti-rik/ ad). 1 of satire or satires. 2 contain- 
ing satire (wrole a satiric revere). 3 writing satire (a 
satiric poet), 

satirical /sa-ti-ri-kal/ adj. 1 = satiic. 2 given to the 
use of satire in speech or writing or to cynical 
observation of others; sarcastic; humorously crit- 
ical, O satirically adi. 

satirist /sat-i-rist/ n. 1 a writer of satires. 2 a satir- 
ical person. 

satirize /sat--ryz/ wl (also -ise) 1 assail 
ridicufe with satire. 2 write a satire upon. 3 describe 
satirically. O satirization 7. 

satisfaction 7. | the act or an instance of satisfy- 
ing; the state of being satisfied (derved great satisfac 
tion). 2 a thing that satisfies desire or gratifies feeling 
(7s a great satisfaction to me). 3 a thing that settles an 
obligation or pays a debt. 4 (loll. by /or) atonement; 
compensation (demanded salisfaction). O to one’s 
satisfaction so that one is satisfied. [from Latin 
salisfactio| 

satisfactory adj. adequate; giving satisfaction (za 
a@ satisfactory pupil). O satisfactorily adi. satis- 
factoriness 1. 

satisfy 7. (-ies, -ied) 1 /, a mect the expectations or 
desires of comply with (a demand). b be ae 
person, his taste) as adequate; be equal to (a 
preconception ete.). 2 /: put an end to (an appetite or 
want) by supplying what was required. 3 @ md (a 


[EARTH OBSERVATION 
SATELLIIE ERS-1 


solar 


panely — 


infra-red / . antenna 


VOCHHET 


person) of an appetite or want in a similar way. 
4 imix. give satisfaction; leave nothing to he desired. 
5 tr pay (a debt or creditor). 6 7: adequately fulfil or 
comply with (conditions, obligations, etc.) (has satis 

Jied all the legal conditions). 7 tr. provide with adequate 
information or proof, convince (satisfied the others thal 
they were right; satisfy the court of their innocence). 8 tr. 
Math. (of a quantity) make (an equation) true. 9 fr 
(in passive) a (toll. by wih) contented or pleased 
with. b (foll. by 4) demand no more than or 
consider it enough to do. {from Latin satisfacere] 
0 satisfying ad. satisfyingly adi. 

satnav n. esp. aut. 1 navigation assisted by informa- 
ion from satellites. 2 a navigation system capable of 
receiving such information, [from sa/ellite navigation| 

satsuma 7. 1 a variety of tangerine originally 
grown in Japan. & cirets rect. 2 (Satsuma) (in full 
Satsuma ware) cream-coloured Japanese pottery. 
[trom Satsuma, a province in Japan| 

saturate 2/7 1 fill with moisture; soak thoroughly. 
2 fill to capacity. 3 cause (a substance) to absorb, 
hold, or combine with the greatest possible amount 
of another substance, or of moisture, magnetism, 
electricity, etc. 4 supply (a market) beyond the point 
at which the demand for a product is satisfied. 
5 (foll. ly zevth, in) imbue with or steep in (learning, 
tradition, prejudice, etc.). 6 overwhelm by concen- 
trated bombing. 7 (as saturated adj.) a (of colour) 
full: rich; free from an admixture of white. b Chem. 
(of fat molecules) containing the greatest possible 
number of hydrogen atoms. [based on Latin satura- 
fus ‘saturated’] Oo saturable ad). 

saturation 7. the act or an instance of saturating; 
the state of being saturated. 

saturation point 2. the stage beyond which no 
more can be absorbed or accepted. 

Saturday e 7. the seventh day of the week, follow- 
ing Friday. @ adv. collog. 1 on Saturday. 2 (Satur- 
days) on Saturdays; each Saturday. [from Latin 
Saturn dies ‘day of Saturn’} 

Saturn ». A the sixth planet from the Sun, circled 
by a system of broad flat rings, and the most 
distant of the five planets known in the ancient 
world. & sovar sysrem. [Latin Sadurnus| 

saturnalia 7. (//. same or saturnalias) 1 (usu. 
Saturnalia Rom.Hi/. the festival of Saturn in 
December, characterized by unrestrained merry- 
making for all, the predecessor of Christmas. 
2 «treated as ving or pl.) a scene of wild revelry. 
{Latin] 0 saturnalian «ad. 

saturnine ad). 1 of a sluvgish gloomy tempera- 
ment, 2 (of looks ete.) dark and brooding, [from 
mecieval Latin Safurninus “of Saturn’. identified 
with lead by the alehemisis and 
gloom by astrologers] 


associated with 


satyr /sat-er/ n. 1 < cin Greek 
mythology) one of a 
Greek woodland gods with a 
horse’s ears and tail. or tin 
Roman representations) with 
a goat’s ears, tail, legs, and 
budding horns. 2 a lustful or 
sensual man. [from Greek 
vis | 
satyriasis 7. .\ fed. excessive 
sexual desire in men. 
[from Greek saturias?s] 
sauce e 7. 1 a liquid or 
semi-solid —accompani- 
ment to food; the liquid 
constituent of a dish 
(mint sauce: tomato sauce: 
chicken in a lemon sauce). 
2 something adding 
piquancy or excite- 
ment. 3 esp. Bri. collog. impudence, impertinence. 
check, 4.V. Amer stewed fruit esp. apples, eaten as 
dessert or used as a garnish. @ 1 collug. be im- 
pudent to: cheek, 2 archaic a season with sauce or 
condiments, b ade excitement to. [based on Latin 
sahsuy “salted’] 0 sauceless ad) 


SATYR: GRLIEK GOD 
PAN 


sauce-boat ». a kind of jug or dish used for serving 
NSA se tt 

saucepan 7. a cooking pan, usu. round with a lid 
and a long handle at the side, used on top of a 
cooker. G saucepanful ». ( //. -fuls:. 

saucer 7. La shallow circular dish used for stancling 
a cup on. 2 any similar dish used to stand a plant 
pot ete. on. [Middle English in sense *condiment- 
dish’: from. Old) French sausverye, “sauce-boat’} 
0 saucerful ». | )/. -fuls,. saucerless «/). 

saucy ad). saucier. sauciest 1 impudent. cheeky: 
2 collog. smart-looking (a saucy hat). 3 callog. smutty. 
suggestive. [earlier in sense ‘savoury’] O saucily 
ad. Sauciness 1 

Saudi /rhj mes with rowdy/ (also Saudi Arabian 
@7. pl. Saudis: 1 aa native or national of Sandi 
Arabia. b a person of Saudi descent. 2 a member 
of the dynasty founded by King Saud. @ adj. of on 
relating to Sauch Arabia or the Saudi dynasty 
[from A. Ibn-Saud, Arabic king, 1880 1953] 

sauerkraut /sow-cr-krowt; ry mes with our out/ x. 
a German dish of pickled cabbage. [German, from 
vauer ‘sour + Araut vegetable’] 


sauna 2), 1 a special room heated to a high tempera- 
ture to clean and refresh the body, 2 a period spent 
in such a room. [Finnish] 

saunter e@ jini, 1 walk slowly: stroll. 2 proceed 
without hurry or effort. @ 7. 1 a leisurely ramble. 
2 a slow gait. [Middle English in sense ‘to muse’) 
O saunterer / 

saurian qj. of or like a lizard. Jhased on Greek 
said “lizard | 

sauropod 7. any of a group of large plant-cating 
dinosaurs with a lone neck ancl tail. small heacl. 
and massive limbs, ¢ 
‘lizard’ + pous pods foot’ 

sausage 7. I a short length of minced meat 
seasoned and often mixed with other imgredients, 
encased in a evlindrical skin. sold to be cooked 
before eating, 2 a minced anc 
preserved and encased im a cylindrical skin, sold 


DINGISAL Re 


[from Greek yaura 


meat seasoned 
mainly to be caten cold in slices or as a spread. ba 
length of this. 3a sausage-shaped object. o not a 
sausage Bn. colle. nothing at all. [from mecleval 
Latin va/sicia| 


sausage dog »). Bri/. colloy. a dachshund, 


sausage machine 7. 1 a sausage-makine 
machine, 2 23) 


sausage meat /. Wiimiced meat uscd in sausages 01 
as a stulling ct 


irclentlessly uniform process 


sausage roll ». / it enclosed ina 


pastry roll and baked 


Salisd@e 1 


sauté /soh-i.y 


@ uid). .eyp. OF potatoes: quickly fied 
in a tthe hot | 


lat. @ x, food cooked in this way 


class of 


e «/r (sautéd or sautéed) cook in this way. 
[French, literally ‘made to jump’] 

Sauternes 7. a sweet white wine from Sauternes in 
the Bordeaux region of France. 

savage @ adj. 1 fierce; cruel (savage persecution, a savage 
blore'}, 2 wild; primutive (savage tribes; a savage animal |. 
3 collog. angry; bad-tempered (in a savage mood). 
@ 2. 1 archaic offens. a member of a primitive tribe. 
2 a cruel or barbarous person. @ 7.fr 1 (esp. of a 
dox, wolf, etc.) attack and bite or trample. 2 (of a 


critic ete.) attack fiercely. [from Latin se/vaticus ‘of 


woodland} oO savagely adv. 
savagery 1. (//. -1es). 
savannah », (also savanna) ¥ a grassy plain in 
tropical and subtropical regions. {from Spanish 
zavana| 


Savageness i. 


SAVANNAH? SLRULNGOTE PLAIN. VANZANEA 


savant /sav-ant/ 7. \ fem. savante pronunc. same) a 
learned person. [French, literally *knowing’| 

save'e:. 1 I, rescue, preserve, protect, or deliver 
from danger, harm, cliscredit, ete. (saved my hfe; saved 
me from drowning. 2 ix keep for future use taved up 
£1.50 for anew bike: likes to save plastic bags). 3h. coften 
refl.) a yeheve (another person or oneself) from 
spending wmnoney. time, trouble, ete.) {saved myself 
£90: a word processor saves time). b obviate the need 
ov likelhood of (soaking save, serubbing. will vave me a 
lot of bother. & t. preserve from damnation: convert 
saved her soul. 3 t. & ref. husband or preserve 
cone’s strength, health, ete.) (saving himself for the last 
fap. save your energy . 6 ini. save money for future use, 
7 &. a avoid losing (a game, match, etc.). b prevent 
an opponent from scoring (a goal etc.). ¢ stop (a ball 
etc. from entering the goal. @ ». Foothall etc. the act 
of preventing an opponent’s scoring etc. a save 
appearances present a prosperous. respectable, 
cic. appearance. save-as-you-earn &yi/. a 
method of saying by regular deduction from earn- 
ings at source, Save one’s breath not waste time 
speaking to no effect. save face see 1 \cr. save the 
Situation (or day) find or provide a solution to 
difliculty or clisaster. save one’s skin :or neck 01 
bacon) avoid loss, injury, or death; escape from 
danger. [from Late Latin salvare] 0 savable ad). 
also saveable: 


save® archaic or poel. @ prep. except: but (all saze himi), 
@ con. tolten toll. by for: unless: but; except ihapfn 
save for one wants w well save that he hay a cold), floased 
on Latin salous ‘safe’} 

saveloy /sav-é-loy/ 7, Bril. a seasoned red pork 
sausage, dried and smoked. [from Italian cerre//ata| 

saver 1). ba person who saves esp. money. 2 (often 
in comb a device for economical use rof time ete. 

found the short cut a lune-sarer. 

saving @ ad). olten in comb.) making economical use 
of vlabow saving. en. LV anything that is saved. 2 an 
economy (a saving in expenses}. 3 cusu. in pl.) money 
saved. @ prep. Lexcept (all saving that one). 2 without 


ollence to (saving your presence) 

saving grace v7. 1 the redeeming 
God. 2 a redeeming — gyymmetyi 
quality tail 


Vi 


grace of 


Savings account 1. i deposil 


Account 


sawfish 


savings and loan 2. (in the US) a cooperative asso- 
ciation which accepts savings at interest and lends 
money to savers for house or other purchases (also 
attrib. savings and loan bailout). 

savings bank 1. a bank receiving small deposits at 
interest and returning the profits to the depositors. 

savings certificate n. Bri/. an inicrest-bearing 
document issued by the Government for the bene- 
fit of savers. 

saviour 7. (l’S savior) 1 a person who saves from 
danger, harm, etc. (the saviour of the nation). 2 (Saviour) 
(prec. by the, our) Christ. [from ecclesiastical Latin 
salvalor] 

savoir faire /say-wah fair/ n. the ability to act 
suitably in any situation; tact. [French, literally ‘to 
know how to do’| 

savor (Svar. of sworr. 

savory! 7. (//. -ies) any herb of the genus Sulurga, 
esp. S. horlensis ancl S. montana, used esp. in cookery. 
{Middle English} 

savory” U/S var. of savor ry. 

savour ({‘S savor; @ 7. 1 a characteristic taste. 
favour, etc, 2 a quality suggestive of or containing 
a small amount of another, 3 archaic a characteris- 
tic smell. @ v7. 1% a appreciate and enjoy the taste 
of (food). b enjoy or appreciate {an experience 
etc.). 2 itz: (foll. by of) a suggest by taste, smell, etc. 
vavours of mushrooms). b imply or suggest a specified 
quality (savours of impertinence). [from Latin sapor| 
0 savourless adj. 

savoury (l/S savory) @ adj. 1 (of food) salty or 
piquant, not sweet (a saroury omelelle). 2 having an 
appetizmg taste or smell. 3. pleasant; acceptable. 
@7.( pl. -ies) Bri. a savoury dish, esp. one served as 
an appetizer or at the end of dinner. [from Old 
French sarouré savoured| 0 savouriness 7. 

savoy 7. ® a hardy yariety of 
cabbage with wrinkled leaves. 
[from Savoy, a region in SE 
France| . 

sawy slang @ vininsG Ir. 
i-ies, -ied) know. @ 2x. 
knowingness; under- 
standing. @ adj. \savvier, 
savviest) US knowing: 
wise, 

saw'e7. 1 & a hatid tool 
haying a toothed blade used 
to cut esp. wood with a to-and- 
fro movement. 2 ®& any of 
several power-driven devices 
with a toothed rotating disc or 
moving band, for cutting. 
@ «(past part. Sawn or sawed) 
1 # a cut wood etc.i with a saw: b make (logs etc. 
with a saw. 2 wir use a saw. 3 a it move to and fro 
with a motion as of a saw or person sawing (sazerg 
away on his violin). b tr divide (the air etc.) with gestic- 
ulations. [Old English] 0 sawlike aa). 

saw? pas! of sii! 


SAVOY CABBAGE 
(Brassica oleracea 
cultivar) 


saw? 1. a proverb; a maxim. [Old English] 

sawbill 7. a mereanser. 

sawbones 7. slang a doctor or surgeon, 

sawbuck 7, (8 1 a sawhorse. 2 s/ang a $10 note. 

sawdust ». powdery particles of wood produced in 
sawing. 

saw-edged «adj. with a jagged edge like a saw. 

sawed-off (Svar. of sworn 

sawfish 1. ()/. usu. same) ¥ any large marine fish of 
the family Pristidae. 
with a flat 
toothed snout. 


vertically flattened, 
toothed snout 


SAWFISH: SMALL- 
LOOTH SAWPISH 


(Prislis pectinata) 


large pectoral fin 


sawfly 


SAW 

Saws were probably first used in the Bronze 
Age. ‘Today they are one of the most versatile 
cutung implements, used widely in the home 
and in industry. Saws are designed to perform 


TET e DRGs 
CHAINS AM 


CIRCULAR SAW 


HACKS W 


sawlly n. (p/. -flies) any insect of the superfamily 
Tenthredinoicea, with a serrated ovipositor, the 
larvae of which are injurious to plants 

sawhorse 7. a rack supporting wood for sawing, 

sawmill ». a factory in which wood is sawn 
mechanically into planks. 

sawn past part. of sw". 

sawn-off «dj. (US sawed-off) (of a gun) having a 
specially shortened }arrel. 


sawtooth «(. (also sawtoothed) serrated. 


timber’ 


sawyer /soy-cr/ 7. a person who saws 
professionally. [Midelle English] 

sax n. collog. 1 a saxophone. 2 
saxophone-player. O saxist 

: [French, 
a dye of 


saxe 7. @ adj. = sani. iti. 


literally “Saxony, source of 


specific tasks: for example, fretsaws have a 
short, narrow blade for cutting elaborate 
shapes in thin wood; hacksaws have fine teeth 
for cutting harder substances such as metal. 


JIGSAW 


HANDS WY 


Le SAN, 


TE NON SAW 


« 


woopwinn. [based on Sav (see syvnors)| O saxo-~ 
phonic ad). saxophonist 7. 
say @7. (3rd sing, prevent says: pal and past part. said 
Ll fr a utter specified words; in a speaking voice: 
remark Damnl> said that he satisfied } 
b express (hat well sa what I feel 
2 I. a state: Ut there wall 
be war). b have specified wording; inclicate (vars her 
that he was killed: the clack sayy ten to six. 3 tn in passiz 
usu. foll. by fo + infin. be asserted or deseribed qi 
vaid to be 93 year old . 4 h. ttoll. bw to + infin 
tell a person to do something (/ 
5 f. convey 
hou 


leads 


sad 


Cannot va) 


promise or prophe \ ays 


collag 


said to bring the car). 


se unformation, (spoke for an 
‘ le), © t. put forward 
reument or excust 


in favour of it: 


this colour} a vou tv say for yourself. 
saxe blue e 7. a lightish blue colour with 7 ph. soften absol., give an opin- 
greyish tinge. @ adj. (hyphenated when aétrh, - ‘ON ORCECINIOINAS LOO TEL 
of this colow is cannot yay. do say which you prefer 
saxhorn 7. any of a series of cdiflerent-sized 8 fy, select, assume, or take as an 
brass instruments with valves and a funnel- unple or near cnough 
shaped mouthpiece. [from Sax. name of it ve say the es paid. sa) 
Belgian inventors] hell 1). 9 ty. aspeak the words ol 
saxifrage /sak-si-frayj/ 7. any plant of the = 97 prayers. Mass, a grace, et 
genus Sarifaga, growing on rocky or stony b repeat ya lesson et 
ground and usu. bearing small white, yellow, thumb recite yan? yay his table 
or red flowers. [from Old French] led 10 #. Arf cte. convey inne: 
Saxon e /. 1 is/. aa member of a Germanic mcahing or ntcnuon hat 
people that conquered parts of England in the director saying ine thes filn 


yth- 6th c. b usu. Old Saxon the language — fey 
of the Saxons. 2 = Asuro-Sanon, @ ad. 1 hist. of 
or concerning the Saxons. 2 belonging to ot 
originating from the Saxon language or Old 
English. [from Greek “Saxons | 
Dp Saxonize i.t; © 


Saxones 
nh. also -ise) 
saxophone 7. ® a metal woodwind reed 
instrument in several size 


esp. In jazz and dance music. > 


incl registers, usecl 


ORCHESTRA, 


SAXOPHONE: 
PENOR SANOPHONE 


11 foal the said ad). Lau Ol 
Jou the previously mentioned He 


12) int int 


] 


Af i TELL 
aise iit 

surprise, to attract 
etc. @ 7, Laan opportunity to 


an exclamation ol 


allenvon 


slaung Ones OPINION Cl fe ml 
h hi SM 1. b a state | 


2 a share ina decision ¢ / 


yO 


scaffolding 


say in the matter). O how say you? Law how do you 
find? (addressed to the jury requesting its verdict). I 
ete. cannot (or could not} say I etc. do not know. 
PU say collog. yes indecd. I say! Bri. an exclam- 
ation expressing surprise, drawing attention, ¢tc. it 
is said the rumour is that. not to say and indeed; 
or possibly even (Ais language was rude not to say offen- 
sive). said he or I etc.) esp. Bril. collog. or poet. he 
etc. said. say for oneself say by way of conversa- 
tion etc. say much (or something; for indicate 
the high quality of. say no refuse or disagree. says 
I (or he etc.) esp. Brit. collog. I, he, ete., said. says 
you! collog. | disagree. say when collog. indicate 
when enough drink or food has been given, say 
the word 1 inclicate that you agree or give permis- 
sion. 2 give the order cic. say yes agrce. that is to 
say 1 in other words, more explicitly. 2 or at least. 
they say it is rumoured. to say nothing of = nol 
to mention (see what do (or would) you 
say to ...? would you like ...? when all is said 
and done after all, in the long run. you can say 
that again! (or you said it!) collog. I agree 
emphatically. you don’t say so collog. an expres- 
sion of amazement or disbelief. [Old English] 
oO sayable adj. sayer 7 

SAYE abhi. Brit. save-as-you-earn. 

saying 7. 1 the act or an instance of saying. 2 a 
maxim, proverb, ctc. G as the saying goes (or is) 
an expression used in inwoducing a proverb, cliche, 

go without saying be too obvious to necd 

icntion, there is no saying it 1s impossible to 

know. 


MUN ELON) 


ols 


say-so 7. L the power of decision. 2 mere assertion 
cannot proceed merely on his say-so) 

Sb wah. Chem. the clement antimony. [Latin stan] 

Se wmb. Chem, the element scandium. 

se. abbr. scilicct. 

scab e wv. 1a dry rough protective crust over a cut, 
sore, cte., formed in healing, 2 (often attrib.) collog. 

a person who refuses to strike or join a trade 
union, or who tries to break a strike by working; a 
blackleg, 3 a skin disease csp. in animals. 4 a 
fungous plant disease causing scablike roughness. 
5a dislikeable person. @ vutr (scabbed, scab- 
bing) 1 act as a scab. 2 yof a wound ete.) form a 
scab: heal over. [from Old Norse shkabb] 

oO scabbed adj. scabbiness 1. scabby ad). 
scabbier, scabbiest). scablike aq). 

scabbard ». 1 » a sheath for a sword, bayonet. 
etc. 2 US a sheath for a revolver etc. [from 
Anglo-French} 

scabies 7. a contagious skin clisease with severe 
itching, [Laun, based on scabere “to scratch | 


derog 


scabious 7. any plant of the genus Scabiosa, 
Anautta. ct with pink, white, or esp. blue 
pincushion-shaped flowers. [from medieval 
Latin seabiova (herba), formerly regarded as a 
cure for skin disease 


scabrous ad). 1 having a rough surface: 
bearing short stl? hairs, scales, ete.; scurfy 
2 tof a subject, situation, etc.. requiring 
tactful treatnent: hard to handle with 

3 a indecent. 
b behaving heentiously. [from Laun 
scaber “rough’| O scabrously ad. 
scabrousness //. 


deceney salacious. 


m Usage Note that scabrous 
mean “scathing 


scurrilous’. or “abusive 


dovs not 


_ SCABBARD: 
seads 1./)/, US collog. Tak. 


quantiues, |) 9th-century INDIANS SWORD 


comage| SI 


arg 


\BBARD 
scaffold en. 1 fist. a raisecdh wooden 
platform used for the execution of 


Owes 


mmnals 


scvorping Lb. 3 prec. by ther death by execution 
@ ¢.f. attach scaflolding to (a building). [from Old 
Freneh lafjaut| O scaffolder 7 


scaffolding = 1a temporary structure formed of 


poles. planks, ete erected by workmen and used by 


scag 


them while building or repairing a house ete. 
2 materials used for this. 

scag var. of sKAG. 

scalable adj. 1 capable of being scaled or climbed. 
2 Computing able to be used or produced at different 
ranges of size, capability, etc. 0 scalability 7. 

sealar \ath. & Physics @ adj. (of a quantity) having 
only magnitude, not direction. @ 7. a scalar quan- 
tity. [from Latin scalaris| 

scalawag var. of suvLiywac. 

scald'e v./, 1 burn (the skin etc.) with hot liquid or 
steam. 2 heat (esp. milk) to near boiling point. 
3 (usu. foll. by ou/) clean (a pan etc.) by rinsing with 
boiling water. @ 7. a burn etc. caused by scalding. 
O like a scalded cat unusually fast. [based on 
Latin caldus hot’) 

scald? var. ol sn vun. 

scale’ 7. 1 cach of the small thin overlapping 
plates protecting the skin of fish and reptiles. & rst, 
ktviitt. 2 something resembling a fish scale, e.g. a 
flake of skin. 3 a thick white deposit formed in a 
kettle, boiler, etc. by the action of heat on water. 
4 plaque formed on teeth. @ v. 1 # remove scale or 
scales from (fish etc.). 2 @% remove plaque from 
(teeth) by scraping. 3 ifr (of skin etc.) form, come 
off in, or drop, scales. O scales fall from a 
person’s eyes a person is no longer deceived (cf. 
Acts 9:18). [from Old French escale] 0 scaled ad). 
(also in comb.). scaleless ad). scaler n. 


scale? n. 1 a (ofien in p/.) ¥ a weighing machine or 


device (bathroom scales). b (also scale-pan) each of 


the dishes on a simple scale balance. 2 \the Scales) 
the zodiacal sign or constellation Libra. > Link, 
0 throw into the scale cause to be a factor in a 
contest. debate, etc. tip (or turn) the scales 
1 (usu. foll. by af) outweigh the opposite scale-pan 
(at a specified weight); weigh. 2 (of a motive. 
circumstance, ete.) be decisive. [from Old Norse 


skal “bowl 


brass scale 


pan 
‘I 


air dashpot 


eights 
(damper) 


. fulcrum 


heam 


cast- 
iron 
base 


SCALE: TRADITIONAI 


RETO es cray teDaey 


scale* e 7. 1 a scries of degrees: a graded classifica- 
tion system (@ scale of fees; high on the social wale; 3.7 on 
the Richter scale, 2 a volten attrib: Geow & Archit. a 
ratio of size in a map, model, picture. ete. (on a scale 
of one centimetre to the kilometre, a scale modi! ). b relative 
climensions or 
3 Aus. an arrangement of the notes in any system 
of music in ascending or descending order ol 
pitch. & noiiios, 4a a set of marks on a line usec 


degree ‘generosity on a grand scale). 


in measuring, reducing, enlarging, cic. b a rule 
determining the distances between these. ¢ a piece 
of metal, apparatus, etc. on which these are 
marked. 5 tin full scale of notation \fa//). the 


ratio between units ma numerical system tdecunal 
«1 achimb sa wall, height, ete.) esp. with 
a ladder. b climb «the social scale, heights of ambi- 
tion. ete,). 2 % represent in proportional cimen- 
sions: reduce to a common scale. 3) inte tol 
quantilics etc.) have a common scale: be commen- 
surable, G in seale (of drawing ete.) in proportion 
scale down inake smaller 
cmisize, seale up make large 
In. proportion: to scale with 
uniform reduction or enlargement. [from Latin 
seala ladder, staircase | 0 scaler n 


ale), @ 


to the surroundings ete, 
in proportion: reduc 
Increase in size, 


scale insect 7. a homopterous bug of the family 


Coccidae, clinging to plants and secreting a shicld- 
like scale as covering. 

scalene adj. (esp. of a triangle) having sides unequal 
in length. [from Greek skalenos ‘unequal’ 

scale of notation see scaiv? x. 5. 

scaling-ladder 2. /is/. a ladder used to climb esp. 
fortress walls. 

scallion 7. a shallot or spring onion; any long- 
necked onion with a small bulb. [from Latin Ascalo- 
nia (caepa) (onion) of Ascalon’, a port in ancient 
Palestine | 

scallop (also scollop) e x. 1 ¥ any 
of various bivalve molluscs 

of the family Pectinidae, 
esp. of the genus Chiamys 
or Peclen, used as 
food,  pivvwe. 
2 (in full scallop 
shell) a single 
valve from the 
shell of a scallop 
often used for cook- 
ing or serving food. 
3 an pl.) an ornamen- 
tal edging cut in 
material in imitation of 
the edge of a scallop 
shell. @ «ix (scalloped, 
scaloping) 1 a ornament (an edge or material) 
with scallops or scalloping. b cut or shape in the 
form of a scallop, 2 cook in a scallop. [from Old 
French escalope] 0 scalloper n. scalloping n. (in 

3 of 7). 

scally n. collog. (m NW English dialect) a rascal; a 
rogue. abbreviation of scarywac] 

scallywag n. (also scalawag) a scamp; a rascal. 
[19th-century US slang] 

scalp e 7. 1 the skin covering the top of the head, 
with the hair ete. attached. > x1vv. 2 Aas/. the scalp 
of an enemy cul or torn awa as a trophy esp. by an 
American Indian. @ v7 L hist. take the scalp of (an 
enemy). 2 U/S defeat; humiliate. 3. Amer. collog. 
resell (shares, tickets, etc.) at a high or quick profit. 
[Middle English] 0 sealper n. scalpless ad). 

scalpel 7. a surgcon’s small sharp knife. [French] 

scaly ad. scalier, scaliest) covered in or having 
many scales or flakes. 0 scaliness 7. 

scam L'S slung @ n. 1 a trick or swindle; a fraud. 2 a 
story or rumour. @¢. (scammed, scamming) L ini. 
comnit fraud. 2 swindle. [20th-century coinage] 
Oo scammer 7. 

scamp’ n. collog. a rascal; a rogue. {from archaic 
scamp “highway robber] O scampish ad). 

scamp* «./7, do (work etc.) in a perfunctory or in- 
adequate way, 

scamper e (.in/r. (usu. foll. by abour, hrough) run and 
skip impulsively or playfully. e@ 7. the act or an 
instance of scampering. [earlier in sense ‘to run 
away, decamp | 

scampi 71.)/. Norway lobsters. [Italian] 

scan e 7. (scanned. scanning} I ¢r look at intent) 
or quickly (scanned the horizon, scanned the speech for 
errors). 2 intr. (of a verse etc.) be metrically correct 
(Has line doesn't scan), 3 ta examine all parts of (a 
surface etc.) to detect radioactivity etc. b cause (a 
particular region) to be traversed by a radar ete. 
beam. 4 /, resolve (a picture) into its elements of 
light and shade in a pre-arranged pattern for the 
purposes esp. of television transmission. 5 / test 
the metre of (a linc of verse ete.) by reading with 
the emphasis on its rhythm, or by examining the 
number of feet ete. 6 / make an image of (the 
body or part of it) with a scanner, @ 7. 1 the act or 
an instance of scanning, 2 an image obtained by 
scanning or with a scanner. [from Latin scandere ‘to 
climb’, later “to scan (verses) | 0 Scannable «adj. 

scandal 7. 1 a a thing or a person causing public 
outrage o1 indignation. b the outrage etc, so 
caused. 2 archaic malicious gossip or backbiting. 
[earlier in sense “discredit to religion’: from Greek 
skandalon “snare. stumbling block] 0 scandalous 
adj. scandalously adi. scandalousness n. 


. 


paired 
shell values 


SENSO?) 


tentacles 


SCALLOP 
(Chlamys species) 


sense 


scarce 


scandalize 2/7. (also -ise) offend the moral feelings, 

| sensibilities, etc. of; shock. 

scandalmonger 1. a person who spreads malicious 
scandal. 

Scandinavian e 7. 1 a a native or inhabitant of 
Scandinavia (Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and 
Iceland). b a person of Scandinavian descent. 2 the 
family of languages of Scandinavia. @ adj. of or 
relating to Scandinavia or its people or languages. 
[from Latin Scandinavia] 

scandium 7. Chem. a rare soft silver-white metallic 
clement occurring naturally in lanthanide ores. 

[based on Scandia, contraction of Scandinavia, 
source of the minerals containing it] 
scannable see scan. 
scanner 7. 1 a device for scanning, 
systematically examining, or monitoring 
something, > ravar. 2 a machine for 
measuring the intensity of radiation, 
ultrasound reflections, etc. from the body 
as a diagnostic aid. > MRI 
scanning electron microscope 7. an clec- 
tron microscope in which the surface of a speci- 
men is scanned by a beam of electrons which are 
reflected to form an image. 
scansion 7. 1 the metrical scanning of verse. 2 the 
way a verse etc, scans. [from Latin scanszo| 
scant adj. barely sufficient; deficient (scant regard for 
the truth), [from Old Norse skamt (neut.) ‘short’ 
O seantly ad. scantness 7. 
scanty adj. (scantier, scantiest) I of small extent 
or amount. 2 meagre; barely sufficient. [based on 

sc.,n1] 0 scantily adv. scantiness 7. 

scapegoat @ 7. a person blamed for the sins, short- 
comings, etc. of others. @ uf; make a scapegoat of. 

[based on archaic scape to escape | O secapegoater n. 

scapegrace 7. a rascal; a scamp, esp. a young 
person or child, [literally, “a person who escapes the 
grace of God’| 
scapula 7. (p/. scapulae 
/-lee/ or scapulas) < the 
~ shoulder blade. —_ [Late 
Lat] , 
N scapular @ ad. of or relat- 
4 ing to the shoulder or 
‘shoulder blade. @ n, a short 
monastic cloak. 
; scear' en. 1 a usu. per- 
manent mark on the skin 
lefi after the healing of a 
j wound, burn, or sore. 2 the 
| Jasting effect of grief etc. 
on a person. 3 a mark left 
\ by damage etc. (the table bore 
many scars). 4 a mark left at 
the point of separation of 
a leaf etc. from a plant. 
e « (scarred. scarring) 
1 & (esp. as scarred 
adj.) mark with a scar or 


scapula ~ 


/ humerus 


! ribcage 


SCAPULA: HUMAN 
SRLLETON SHOWING 
LHL SCAPULA 


scars (was scarred for life:. 2 intr, heal over; form a scar. 
3 t form a scar on. [from Greek eskhara ‘scab’| 
O scarless ad). 


sear? x, (also scaur) a steep craggy outcrop of a 


mountain or chil. [from Old Norse sker ‘low reef in 
the sea’] 
scarab /ska-raly/ ». 1 a large 
dung-bectle, Scarahaeus 
regarded as 
sacred in ancient 
Egypt. 2 » an 
ancient Egyptian 
gem cut in the 
form of a beetle 
anc engraved with 
symbols on its flat 
sicle, used as a signet 
etc. [latin scarabaeus 
from Greek skarabeios| 
scarce @ adj. 1 (usu. predic.) 
of food, money, etc.) 


hieroglyphics 


ace), 
on flai side, 


beetle shape 


SCARAB: 


ANCIEN1 
EGYPTIAN SCARAB 


esp. 


scarcely 


insufficient for the demand. 2 hard to find; rare. 
@ adv. archaic or hterary scarcely. O make oneself 
scarce collog. keep out of the way; surreptitiously 
disappear. [from Old Northern French scars] 
0 searceness 7. 

scarcely adv. 1 barely; only just (J scarcely know him). 
2 surely not (he can scarcely have said so). 3 a mild, 
apologetic, or ironical substitute for ‘not’ (J scarcely 
expected to be insulted). 

searcity /skair-si-ti/ 7. (pl. -ies) (often foll. by of) 
a lack or inadequacy, esp. of food. 

scare ev. 1 ¢ frighten, esp. suddenly. 2 i (as 
scared adj.) (usu. foll. by of, or to + infin.) fright- 
ened; terrified. 3 é (usu. foll. by away, off, up, etc.) 
drive away by frightening. 4 int, become scared 
(they don’t scare easily). @ n. 1 a sudden attack of fright 
(gave me a scare). 2 a general, esp. baseless, fear of 
war, invasion, epidemic, etc. (a measles scare). O scare 
up (or out) esp. \V. Amer. 1 frighten (game etc.) out 
of cover. 2 collog. manage to find (see if we can scare 
up a meal). [from Old Norse skirra ‘to frighten’] 
O scarer 7. 

scarecrow 7. 1 an object resembling a human 
figure dressed in old clothes and set up mm a field to 
scare birds away. 2 collog. a badly dressed, 
grotesque-looking, or very thin person. 

scaredy-cat 7. col/og. a timid person. 

scaremonger 7. a person who spreads frightening 
reports or rumours. 0 scaremongering 7. 

scarf! 7. (p/. scarves or scarfs) a square, triangut 
lar, or esp. long narrow strip of material worn 
round the neck, over the shoulders, or tied round 
the head (of a woman), for warmth or ornament. 
O searfed ad}. 

scarf? e vf join the ends of (pieces of esp. timber, 
metal, or leather) by bevelling or notching them to 
fit and then bolting, brazing, or sewing them 
together. @ n. a joint made by scarfing. [Middle 
English] 

scarf pin 7. Brit. an ornamental pin for fastening a 
scart. 

scarf ripg n. Brit. an ornamental ring through 
which the ends or corners of a scarf are threaded 
and held in position. 

scarifier 7. 1 an implement for cutting and remov- 
ing debris from the turf of a lawn. > rake. 2 a 
spiked road-breaking machine. 3 esp. Austral. 
machine with prongs for loosening soil without 
turning it. 

scarify! vir (-ies, -ied) 1 a make superficial inci- 


sions mm. b cut off skin from. 2 hurt by severe criti-, 


cism etc. 3 cut and remove {debris from a lawn! 
with a scarifier. 4 esp. Austral. loosen (soil) with a 
scarifier. [from Greek skariphasthai ‘to scratch an 
outline’} o scarification n. 

scarify? vt, © intr (-ies, -ied) collog. scare; terrify. 
[based on scare] 

scarlatina 7. = scarier rever. [from Italian scarlattina 
( febbre), literally ‘lesser scarlet (fever)’} 

scarlet e 7. 1 a brilliant red colour tinged with 
orange. 2 clothes or material of this colour (dressed 
in scarlet). @ adj. of a scarlet colour. [from Old 
French escarlate| 

scarlet fever n. an infectious bacterial disease 
affecting esp. children, and causing 
fever and a scarlet rash. 

scarlet pimpernel 7. > a small 
annual wild plant, Anagallis arven- 
sis, with small esp. scarlet flowers. 

scarlet runner xn. esp. Bri. 1 a 
runner bean. 2 a scarlet-flowered 
climber bearing this bean. 

scarlet woman 2. derog. a notori- 
ously promiscuous woman, a 
prostitute. 

scarp e 7. 1 the inncr wall or 
slope of a ditch in a fortification, 
2 a steep slope. @ vf make (a 
slope) perpendicular or steep. 
[from Italian searpa| 


SCARLET PIMPERNEL 
(Anagallis arvensis) 


searper v.inty, Brit. slang run away; escape. 

Scart n. (also SCART) (usu. attmb.) a 24-pin socket 
used to connect video equipment (Scart socket; Scart 
connector). [acronym from Syndicat des Construct- 
eurs des Appareils Radiorécepteurs et Téléviseurs, 
the designers] 

scarves p/, of scare’, 

scary adj. (scarier, scariest) collog. scaring, fright- 
ening. 0 scarily adv. scariness 7. 

scat! collog. @ winiz, (scatted, scatting) depart 
quickly. @ int. go! 

scat? @ 7. improvised jazz singing using sounds 
imitating instruments, instead of words. @ wntr 
(scatted, scatting) sing scat. 

scathe e w/7. 1 poet. injure esp. by blasting or wither- 
ing. 2 (as scathing adj.) witheringly scornful 
(scathing sarcasm). @ n. (usu. with neg.) archaic harm; 
injury (cztthout scathe). [from Old Norse] 0 scathe- 
less predic.ad. scathingly adv. 

scatology 7. 1 a morbid interest in excrement. 2 aa 
preoccupation with obscene literature, esp. that 
concerned with the excretory functions. b such 
literature. [based on Greek shor skatos ‘dung’] 
0 seatological ad). 

scatter ev. 1 fa throw here and there; strew (scal- 
tered gravel on the road). b cover by scattering (scattered 
the road with gravel). 2 t; G intr a move or cause to 
move in flight etc.; disperse (scattered to safety at the 
sound). b disperse or cause (hopes, clouds, etc.) to 
disperse. 3 tr, (as scattered adj.) not clustered 
together; wide apart; sporadic (scattered villages). 
4 tr. Physics deflect or diffuse (light, particles, etc.), 
5 a inix {of esp. a shotgun) fire a charge of shot 
diffusely. b ¢ fire (a charge) in this way. @ n. 1 the act 
or an instance of scattering, 2 a small amount scat- 
tered. 3 the extent of distribution of esp. shot. 
[Middle Enghsh] 0 scatterer 7. 
scatterbrain 7. a person given to silly or disorgan- 
ized thought with lack of concentration. 0 scatter- 
brained ad). 
scatter cushion 7. (also scatter rug etc.) any of a 
number of small cushions, rugs, etc. placed here 
and there for effect. 
scatter-gun 7. esp. \. Amer. a shot gun. 
scatty adj. (scattier, scattiest) Brit. collog. scatter- 
brained; disorganized. o scattily adv. scattiness n. 
scaur var. of scar’. 
scavenge v. 1 fr, © intr (usu. foll. by for) search for 
and collect (discarded items). 2 mir (foll. by on) (of 
an animal or bird) feed on (carrion). [based on Old 
Northern French escauwe'er ‘to inspect ] 0 scavenger 
n. scavengery Nn. 

Se.D. abbr. Doctor of Science. [Latin scientiae doctor] 
SCE abbr. Scottish Certificate of Education. 
scenario 7. (//. -os) 1 an outline of the plot of a 
play, film, opera, etc., with details of the scenes, 
situations, etc. 2 a postulated sequence of imagined 
(usu. future) events. [Itahan] Oo scemarist 7, (in 
sense |). 


ws Usage Scenario should not be used in standard 
English as a loose synonym for ‘situation’ or 
‘scene’, as in if was an unpleasant scenario. 


scene rn. 1 a place in which events in real life, 
drama. or fiction occur; the locality of an event 
ete. (the scene was set in India; the scene of the dis- 
aster. 2 a an incident m real life. fiction. 
etc. (disiressing scenes occurred). b a description 
or representation of an meident etc. iseney 
of clerival lye). 3 a public incident displaying 
emotion. temper, ete. (made a scene in the 
restaurant). 4 a a contimuous portion of 
a play in a fixed setting and usu. with- 
out a change of personnel; a subdiv- 
ision of an act. ba similar section of a film 
book, etc, 5 a any of the pieces of scenery 
used in a play. b these collectively. 6 a land- 
scape or view (@ desolate scene). 7 callog. a an 
area of action or interest (rof my scene). ba 
way of life: a milieu (veel! Anmen on the jazz 


schema 


scené). 0 behind the scenes 1 Theatr, among the 
actors, scenery, etc. off stage. 2 unknown to the 
public; secretly. behind-the-scenes (a/i7ib.) secret, 
using secret information (a behind-the-scenes investi- 
gation). change of scene a move to different 
surroundings esp. through travel. come on (or 
collog. hit or US make) the scene arrive; appear. 
quit the scene dic; leave. set the scene 
1 describe the location of events. 2 give prelim- 
inary information. [from Greek skéné ‘tent, stage’] 

scenery 7. 1 the general appearance of the natural 
features of a landscape, esp. when picturesque. 
2 Theatr. the painted representations of landscape, 
rooms, etc., used as the background im a play etc. 
o change of scenery = change of scene (see scene). 

scene-shifter n. esp. Bri. a person who moves 
scenery in a theatre. Oo scene-shifting 7. 

scenic adj. l a picturesque; impressive or beautiful 
(took the scenic route). b of or concerning natural 
scenery (flatness is the main scenic feature). 2 (of a 
picture etc.) representing an incident. 0 scenically 
adv. 

scenic railway 7. 1 a miniature railway running 
through artificial scenery at funfairs etc. 2 Brit. = sic 
DIPPER 1. 

scent e 7. 1 a distinctive, esp. pleasant, smell. 2 aa 
scent trail left by an animal perceptible to hounds 
etc. b clues etc. that can be followed like a scent 
trail (lost the scent in Paris). c the power of detecting 
or distinguishing smells etc. or of discovering 
things (some dogs have little scent; the scent for talent). 
3 Brit. = perrume 2. @ v.tz 1 a discern by scent (the dog 
scented game). b sense the presence of; detect (scent 
treachery). 2 make fragrant or foul-smelling. 3 (as 
scented adj.) having esp. a pleasant smell (scented 
soap). 0 on the scent in possession of a useful clue 
in an investigation. put (or throw) off the scent 
deceive by false clues etc. scent out discover by 
smelling or searching, [from Latin sentire ‘to 
perceive] G scentless adj. 

scepter l/S var. of scerrre. 

sceptic /skep-tik/ (US skeptic) e 7. 1 a person 
inclined to doubt all accepted opinions; a cynic, 2 a 
person who doubts the truth of Christianity and 
other religions. @ adj. = sceriicat. [from Greek skep- 
ikos| D scepticism n. 

sceptical /skep-ti-kal/ ad. (US skeptical) 
imclined to question the truth or soundness 

of accepted ideas, facts, etc.; critical: 
incredulous. 0 sceptically adi. 

sceptre 7. (U'S scepter) Pm a staff 
borne esp. at a coronation as a symbol 
of sovereignty. [from Greek skeptron| 
oO sceptred ad. 

schadenfreude /shah-dén-froi-dé/ n. 
the malicious enjoyment of another’s 
misfortunes. 

schedule e 7. 1 aa list or plan of intended 
events, times, etc.; a tumetable. b a plan of 
work. 2 any list, form, classification, or 
tabular statement, e.g. a list of rates or 
prices, an inventory, etc. 3 (with reference 
to the British income tax systern) any of the 
forms (named A. “B. etc.) issued for 
completion and relating to the various 
classes into which taxable income is 
divided. @ v./r 1 include in a schedule. 2 make 
a schedule of. 3 Bri/. include (a building) in 
a list for preservation or protection. 
0 according to (or on, schedule as 
planned; on time. behind schedule 
behind time. [from Late Latin schedula “slip 
of paper’| d schedular ad. scheduler 7. 

scheduled flight 7. (also scheduled 
service etc.) a public flight. service, etc. 
keeping to a regular timetable. 

schema /skee-ma/ 7. p/. schemata or 
schemas. 1 a synopsis, outline. or 
chagnan = 2 4 proposed 
arrangement. [from Greek 
hema form, figure’] 


SCEPTRE: 
PRUSSIAN SCRPYRE 


schematic 


schematic e «dj. 1 of or concerning a scheme or 
schema. 2 representing objects by symbols ete. 
@ n. a schematic diagram, esp. of an electronic 
circuit. 0 schematically ad: 
schematize «ir salso -ise) 1 put in a schematic 
form; arrange. 2 represent by a scheme or schema. 
O schematization vv. 
scheme e 7. 1 a systematic plan or arrangement (@ 
scheme of work; a colour scheme), 2 an artful or deceit- 
ful plot. 3a umetable, outline, syllabus, etc. @ 2 1 inti 
tofien foll. by for, or fo + infin.) plan esp. secretly or 
deceitfully. 2 ¢ plan to bring about, esp. artfully or 
deceitfully (schemed their downfall). {from Greek 
skhema ‘torm, figure] 0 schemer 7. 
scheming e adj. artful, cunning, or deceitful. 
e ». plots; intrigues. oO schemingly adr. 
schemozzle var. of siiMovszic. 
scherzo /skairt-soh/ n. (p/. -os or scherzi) \{us. 
a vigorous, light, or playful composition, usu. as a 
movement in a symphony, sonata, ete. [Ttalian, 
literally ‘jest)] 
schism /skizm/ 7. 1 the division of a group (esp. a 
Church: into opposing sections or parties. 2 any of 
the sections so formed. [from Greek sdhama ‘clet | 
schismatic /skiz-mat-ik/ (also schismatical 
@ adj, of, concerning, or inclining to, schism, @ 7. La 
holder of schismatic opinions. 2 a member of a 
schismatic faction ctc, 0 schismatically ad>. 
schist /shist/ n. ¥ a foliated metamorphic rock 
composed of layers of different minerals 
and spliuting into thin irregular 
plates 3 Ot a 
{from Greek  shhistoy 
‘split'] o schistose «dj. 
schistosome /shis-i0- 
sohm/ n. a parasitic tropical 
flanvorm of the genus Sch 
fovoma, carried by freshwater 
snails and causing bilharzia 
in humans. [from Greek sd/us 
fos “split + sama “hody"| 
schistosomiasis /shis-(6-s0- 
my-a-sis/ n. = mitiansiy 1. 
schizo /skit-soh/ collog. offens. @ adj. schizophrenic. 
@ 7. (pl. -os) a schizophrenic. 
schizoid /skit-soid/ e ad. 1 iof a person or 
personality ete.) tending to schizophrenia, but usu. 
without delusions. 2 having inconsistent or contra- 
dictory elements. @ 7. a schizoid person. 
schizophrenia /skit-s6-free-nia/ ». 1 a mental 
clisease marked by a breakdown in the reladon 
between thoughts, feelings, and actions, frequently 
accompanied by delusions and retreat from social 
life. 2 callog. a mentality or approach characterized 
by inconsistent or contradictory elements ( political 
whizophrenia. [based ou Greek skhrzein “to sph + 
phren ‘mind’| o schizophrenic adj. & u. 


SCHIST 


schlep (also schlepp,; col/og. @ :. (schlepped. 
schlepping 1 / carry, drag, 2 ini, go or work 
tediously or effortfully. e 7. (8 1 a tedious jour- 
ney; a trek, 2 an inept or stupid person, [from 
Yiddish] 

schlock \ Amer collog. inferior goods: trash, 
[from Yiddish shad, seh/og ‘an apoplectc stroke’ | 
schmaltz ». esp. US collog. sentimentality, esp. in 
music, drama. etc. [Yiddish, from German Schmalz 
‘dripping, lard’] a schmaltzy ad). ischmaltzier, 
schmaltziest 

schmooze rollog. chicfly \) Ame. @ vant. VL chat: 
gossip, 2 chat (o (someone, m order to gam an 
advantage. @ 7. an intimate conversation. [Yiddish| 

schmuck 1). esp. (8 s/any a foolish or contempuble 
person. [from Yieldish sanok spenis’| 

schnapps 7. any of various stvong spirits re- 
sembling Dutch gin. [German, literally ‘eam of 
liquor’ | 

schnitzel 7. an escalope of veal. [Germian, literally 
“shic | 


schnorkel var. of ssorxi.. 

scholar 7. 1 a learned person, esp. in language, 
literature, etc.; an acaclemic. 2 Brit. the holder of a 
scholarship. 3 a person with specified academic 
ability (is a poor scholar). [based on Latin schola 
‘schoo]’| o scholarly adj. scholarliness 7. 

scholarship 7. 1 a academic achievement; learn- 
ing of a high level. b the methods-and standards 
characteristic of a good scholar (shows great scholar- 
ship). 2 a payment from the funds of a school, 
university, local government. ete., to maintain an 
able student in education. 

scholastic ad. of or concerning universitics, 
schools, education, teachers, etc. [from Greek skho- 
lastikos ‘stucious’] 0 scholastically ade, scholas- 
ticism #. 

school! @ 7. 1 a an institution for educating or 
giving instruction. esp. Bri. for children under 19 
years, or A. Amer including college or university. 
b (attrb.) associated with or for use in school (a school 
bag, school dinners). 2 a the buildings used by such an 
institution. b the pupils. stall, etc. of a school. ¢ the 
ume chirme which teaching is done, or the teaching 
itself (no sehool today). 3 a university department or 
faculty (the history school}. 4 a the disciples, imitators. 
or followers of a philosopher, artist, etc. b a group 
of artists ete. whose works share clistinctive 
characteristics. ¢ a group of people sharing a 
cause. principle, method, etc. (school of thought). 
5 Brit. a group of gamblers or of persons drinking 
together (@ poker whol). 6 collog. instructive or discip- 
linary circumstances, occupation, etc, (dhe school of 
adversity, learnt ina hard school). @ v.tr, LV send to school; 
provide for the education of. 2 (often foll. by fo 
ciscipline; train; control. 3 (as schooled adj.) (foll. 
by mm edueated or rained (schooled in humility). 0 at 
(USin school attending lessons etc. go to school 
1 begin one’s education, 2 attend lessons. leave 
school finish one’s eclucation. of the old school 
according to former and esp. better tradition. 
school of hard knocks experience gained from 
adversity. [from Greek stole ‘leisure, philosophy, 
lecture-place’| 

school? e 1. (olten toll. by of) a shoal of Gish, 
porpoises. whales, etc. @ aint, form schools. [from 
Middle Dutch schole| 

schoolable «dj. liable by age etc. to compulsory 
ecducauion. 

school board »)..\ . {mer or Ail. a board or author- 
ity for local education, 

schoolboy #. a boy attending school. 

schoolchild ». //. -children; a child attending 
school. 

schooldays 1. the ume of being at school, esp. in 
retrospect. 


schoolfellow 7. a past or esp. present member of 


the same school. 

schoolgirl 7. a girl attending school. 

schoolhouse 7. Bri/. 1 a building used as a school, 
esp. ina village. 2 a dwelling house adjoining a 
school. 

schoolie »..lusfal. slang & dial. a schoolteacher. 

schooling 1. 1 education, esp. at school. 2 training 
or discipline, esp. of an animal. 

school inspector 7. (in the UK) a government 
official reporting on the efficiency, teaching stand- 
ards. etc. of schools. 

school leaver ». Bri/. a teenager who is about to 
leave or has just left school, 

school-marm #. also school-ma’m) esp. collog. a 
schoolmistress 

school-marmish «dj. esp. US collog. prim and 
fussy, 

schoolmaster 7. 4 male teaclicr. schoolmasterly 
ad). 

schoolmastering ». (caching ax a profession, 

schoolmate »). = sc Hoot iow. 

schoolmistress 7. a female teacher. 

schoolmistressy «d). col/og. prim and fussy. 


scilicet 


schoolroom 7. a rooin used for lessons in a school 
or in the large private home of a wealthy family. 

schoolteacher 1. a person who teaches in a school. 
D schoolteaching 7. 

school year ?. = wc\pemic viar: 

schooner 7. I W a fore-and-aft rigged ship with two 
or more masts, the foremast being smaller than the 
other masts. & sainc pont. 2 a Brit. a measure or 
glass for esp. sherry. b US & Austral. a tall beer glass. 
{18th-century coinage] 


main gaff ie SCHOONER: | 9TH- 
a ‘ i CENTURY PFORE-AND-AFT 


topsail 
e = SCHOONER 
= 


main- ™ 1, —— fore topmast staysail 
au ef ; ’ 
> pj soresai 
main ; ym pJore staysail 
mast £ me / 
foremast 


7 h 


schottische /shé-teesh/ 7. 1 a kind of slow polka. 
2 the music for this. [from German der schothische 
Tanz “the Scottish dance’] 

schuss /shuuss/ @ 7. a straight downhill run on skis. 
@ «mir. make a schuss. [German, literally ‘shot’] 

sciatic /sy-at-ik/ adj, 1 of the hip. 2 of or affecting 
the sciatic nerve. 3 suffering from or liable to sciatica. 
[based on Greek dkhion “hip jomt;] O sciatically adv. 

sciatica /sy-at-i-ka/ n. neuralgia of the hip and 
thigh: a pain in the sciatic nerve. [from Late Latin 
seratica | passio) ‘sciatic (affliction)’| 

sciatic nerve 7. ghe largest nerve in the body, 
running from the pelvis to the thigh. & NiRVvous 
SYSTEM 

science 7. 1 a branch of knowledge involving the 
systemauzed observation of and experiment with 
phenomena (see also AvitRvL sciuNce), 2 a system- 
atic and formulated knowledge, esp. of a specified 
type or on a specified subject (poltfical science). b the 
pursuit or principles of this. [from Latin sezentia| 

science fiction 1, fiction based on imagined future 
scientific or technological advances ete., frequently 
portvaying space or time travel, life on other planets, 
BIC. 

science park 1. an area devoted to scientific 
research or the development of science-based 
industries. 

scientific adj. 1 a (of an investigation etc.) accord- 
ing to rules laid down in exact science for perform- 
ing observations and testing the soundness of 
conclusions. b systematic, accurate. 2 used in, 
engaged in, or relating to (esp. natural) science 
(setentifie discoveries: setentific terminology). [from Late 
Latin scientificus| 0 scientifically ad:. 

scientist 7. an expert in, or a student of, a (usu. 
physical or natural) science. 

Scientology 7. pinj a religious system based on 
sel-improvement and promotion through grades 
of esp. self-knowledge. [based on Latin seientia 
‘knowledge’] 0 Scientologist ». 

sei-fi 7. (often alrib.) collog, science fiction. 

scilicet /sy-li-set/ ad, that is to say; namely (intro- 
ducing a word to be supplied or an explanation of 
an ambiguity). [Latin from scire fice “one is permit- 
ted to know | 


Scillonian 


Scillonian e adj. of or relating to the Scilly Isles off 
the coast of Cornwall. @ n. a native of the Scilly 
Isles. j 

scimitar 7. a curved oriental sword usu. broaden- 
ing towards the point. [from Italian scimtarra| 

seintilla /sin-til-4/ n. 1 a trace. 2a spark. [Latin] 
scintillate v.inir. 1 (esp. as scintillating adj.) talk clev- 
erly or wittily; be brilliant. 2 sparkle; twinkle; emit 
sparks. [based on Latin scintillatus ‘sparked’] 0 scin- 
tillant ud. scintillatingly adv, scintillation n. 
scion /sy-6n/ 7. 1 (US also cion) a shoot of a plant 
etc., esp. one cut for grafting or planting, 2 a 
descendant; a younger member of (esp. a noble) 
family. [from Old French szon ‘shoot, twig’ | 
scirocco var. of siRocco. 

scissor v.17, 1 (usu. foll. by off; up, into, etc.) cut with 
scissors. 2 (usu. foll. by out) clip out (a newspaper 
cutting etc.). 

scissors 7.//. 1 (also pair of scissors sing) an 
instrument for cutting fabric, paper, hai, etc., 
having two pivoted blades with finger and thumb 
holes in the handles, operating by closing on the 
material to be cut. 2 (treated as sing.) a hold in 
wrestling in which the opponent’s body or esp. 
head is gripped between the legs. [from Late Latin 
cisoria ‘cutting instruments |] 0 scissorwise adv. 

sclera /skleer-a/ n. the white of the eye; a white 
membrane coating the eyeball. > evi. [based on 
Greek skléros ‘hard’) oO scleral adj. scleritis n. 
sclerotomy 1. (f/. -ies). 

sclerosed /skleer-rohst/ adj. affected by sclerosis. 

sclerosis n. 1 an abnormal hardening of body 
tissue. 2 (in full multiple sclerosis) a chronic and 
progressive disease of the nervous system resulting 
in symptoms such as numbness, severe fatigue, and 
impairment of muscular coordination. [based on 
Greek skléroun ‘to harden | 

sclerotic @ adj. 1 of or having sclerosis, 2 of o1 
relating to the sclera. @ 7. = sciira. O sclerotitis 7. 

scoff! @ @.intz. (usu. foll. by af) speak derisively, esp. 
of serious subjects; mock: be scornful. @ 2, 1 mock- 
ing words; a taunt. 2 an object of ridicule 
O scoffer n. scoffingly ade, 

scoff? esp. Brit. collog. @ vt, G intr. eat greedily. 
e 7. food; a meal. [from Afrikaans sko/(n.)| 

scold e @. 1 / rebuke or chide (esp. a child). 2 intr. 
find fault noisily; rail. @ n. archaw a nagging or 
grumbling woman. [Middle English] a scolder n 
scolding 7. 

scollop var. of sc.ator. 

sconce! n. 1 a flat candlestick with a 
handle. 2 ® a bracket candlesuck to 
hang on a wall. [from Latin absconsa 


(/aterna) ‘dark (lantern) ’| 
2 


sconce* 7. 1 a small fort or earth- 
work usu. defending «a ford, pass, 
etc. 2 archai a shelter or screen. 
[from Dutch schans ‘brushwood’| 
scone /skon. skohn/ 7. a small 
baked swect or savoury cake of flour. 
fat, and milk. [originally Scots] 
scoop e 7. 1 any of various objects 
resembling a spoon, esp.: a a short- 
handled deep shovel used for transfer- 
ring grain, sugar, coal, coins, etc. b the 
excavating part of a digging machine 
etc. € an instrument used for serving 
mashed potato, ice cream, etc. 2 a 
quantity taken up by a scoop. 3 a move- 
ment of or resembling scooping. 4 a 
piece of news published by a news- 
paper ete. before its rivals. 5 a large 
profit made quickly or by anticipating 
one’s competitors. @ 7/7 1 (usu. foll. by 
oul) bollow out with or as if with a 
scoop. 2 (usu. foll. by up) lift with or as if with a scoop. 
$ forestall (a rival newspaper, reporter, etc.) with a 
scoop. 4 secure (a large profit etc.) esp. suddenly, 
[trom Midclle Dutch schope ‘bucket’ G scooper 7. 
scoopful », ( //. -fuls.. 


SCONCE: 
SHAKER TIN 
SCONCL 


scoop neck 7. the rounded low-cut neck of a 
garment. 
scoot collog. @ v.intr, run or dart away, esp. quickly. 
@ n. the act or an instanceof scooting, [18th- 
century US coinage] 
scooter e@ 7. 1 a child’s toy consisting of a footboard 
mounted on two wheels and a steering column with 
handles. 2 (in full motor scooter) a light motor- 
cycle with a shieldlike protective front. @ w.zntr. travel 
or ride on a scooter. 0 scooterist 1. 
scope! n. 1 a the extent to which it is possible to 
range (this zs beyond the scope of our research). b the 
sweep or reach of mental activity, observation, or 
outlook (an intellect limited in its scope). 2 space or free- 
dom to act (doesn't leave us much scope). [from Greek 
skopos ‘target’ ] 
scope? 2. collog. a telescope, microscope, or other 
device ending in -scope. [abbreviation] 
scopolamine /sk6-pol-am-een/ ”. = HYOSCINE. 
[from G. A, Scopolz, Italian naturalist, 1723 88] 
scorbutic /skor-bew-tik/ @ adj. relating to, resem- 
bling, or affected with scurvy. @ 7. a person affected 
with seurvy. [based on medieval Latin scorbutus 
‘scurvy’ | 
scorch ez. 1 / a burn the surface of with flame or 
heat so as to discolour, parch, injure, or hurt. 
b affect with the sensation of burning. 2. inér 
become discoloured etc. with heat. 3 ¢r (as 
scorching adj.) collog. a (of the weather 
very hot. b (of criticism etc.) stringent; 
harsh. @ n. a mark made by scorch- 
ing. [Middle English] 0 scorch- 
ingly adv. 
scorched earth policy ». 
the burning of crops ete. 
and the removing or 
destroying of anything 
that might be of use to an 
enemy force occupying a 
country. 
scorcher 7. 1 a person or thing that scorches. 2 a 
very hot day. 
score @ 7. 1 a the number of points, goals, runs. 
ete., made by a player, side, ctc., in some games 
b the respective numbers of points etc. made by 
each player etc. during a whole game (fhe score was 
5-0). e the act of gaining esp. a goal. 2 | pl. same o1 
scores) twenty or a set of twenty. 3 (in pl.) a great 
many (scores of people arrived |, 4a a reason or motive 
(rejected on the score of absurdity). b topic, subject (no 
worries on that score). 3 Mus, a a usu. printed copy 
of a composition. b the music composed for a filin 
or play, esp. for a musical. 6 a notch, line, ete. cut 
or scratched into a surface. ev 1 tf a win 
or gain (a goal, run, poimls, success, ete.). 
b count for a score of (points ma game etc.) {a 
bull’s-eye scores most points). c make a record of 
point etc.) 2 wiz a make a score in a 
game. b keep the tally of points, runs, ete. 
ina game. 3 & mark with notches. incisions. 
lines. etc. slash: furrow (scored hiy name on the desk. 
4 int, have an advantage (thal is where he scores). 
5 fr Mus. a orchestrate (a piece of music). b 
(usu, foll. by for) arrange for an instrument o1 
instruments. 6 ini slang a obtain drugs illegally. 
b (of a man) make a sexual conquest. 0 keep 
score (or the score) register the score as it Is 
made. know the score collog. he aware of the 
esscnuial facts. on the score of Sri/. for the 
reason that. on that score so far as that is 
concerned. pay (or settle) a (o1 the; score 
1 requite an obligation. 2 avenge an injury: 
score off (or score points off) Brit. colloy. 
hunuliate, esp. verbally in repartee ctc. score 
out draw a line through {words etc.). score 
points outdo another person; make a more 
favourable impression. score under underline, 
[v.: Old English; 2: partly based on Old Norse sor 
‘notch, tally, twenty’] 0 scoreless adj). scorer 1. 
scoring 7”. \/u. 
scoreboard ». a large board for publicly displaying 
the score in a game or match, 


SCORPIO: FIGURE FORMED 
IROM 


scotch 


scorebook 1. (also scorecard or score sheet) a 
book etc. prepared for entering esp. cricket scores in. 
score draw 7. a clraw in football in which goals are 
scored, 
scoreline 7. the number of points, goals, etc. 
scored in a match; the score; the result. [originally 
the line in a newspaper etc. giving the score in a 
sports contest] 
scoria 71. ( pl. scoriae /-ri-ee/) 1 cellular lava, or frag- 
ments of it. 2 the slag or dross of metals. [from Greek 
skoria ‘refuse’] 0 scoriaceous adj. 
scorify wir (-ies, -ied) 1 reduce to dross. 2 assay 
(precious metal) by treating a portion of its ore fused 
with lead and borax. o scorification n. scorifier 7. 
scorn e 7. I disdain, contempt, derision. 2 an object 
of contempt etc. (the scorn of all onlookers). @ v.tr. 1 hold 
in contempt or disdain. 2 (often foll. by éo + infin.) 
abstain from or refuse to do as unworthy (scorns (ying; 
scorns to he). Q pour scorn on express contempt or 
disdain for. think scorn of Bn. archaw despise. 
[from Old French ese(A)arn(ir)] O scorner 7. 
scornful adj. (often foll. by of) full of scorn; 
contemptuous, 0 scornfully adv, 
scornfulness 7. 
Scorpio 7. (f/. -os) 1 (usu. 
Scorpius) As/ron. <4 a 
large constellation (the 
Scorpion), said to 
represent the scorpion 
which killed Orion. 
2 Astrol. a the eighth 
sign of the zodiac, 
which the Sun enters 
about 23 Oct. & zovisc. 
b a person born when 
the Sun is in this sign. 
[Middle English from 
Latin, literally ‘scor- 
pion’] oO Scorpian 
ad. G n. 


Antares 


THE STARS OF SCORPIUS 
scorpion 7. | ¥ an arachnid of the order Scorpi- 
ones, with lobster-like pincers and a jointed tail that 
can be bent over and inflict a poisoned sting. 2 (the 
Scorpion) the zodiacal sign Scorpio or the 
constellation Scorpius. [from Greek skorpios] 


SCORPION: IMPFLRIM 


i Pandinus species 


OLLIE segmented 


tail 


, pedipalp 


cephalothorar 
chela (claw) | dl 


abdomen , 


blnava 


walking 


leg 


median eve 


scorzonera /skor-z6-neer-a/ n. 1 a plant of the 
daisy family, Scorzonera hispanica, with long tapering 
purple-brown roots. 2 the root used as a vegetable. 
|Itahan| 

Scot x. 1 a native of Scotland. 2 a person of Scot- 
tish descent. [from Late Latin Seottus| 


m Usage Sce Usage Note at ScorcHas 


Scotch e adj. var. of ScorisH or Scors. @ x. 1 var. of 
Scormsu or Scois. 2 Scotch whisky. [contraction of 
Scobie ! 


a Usage The use of Scofch as an alternative to Scot 
tush or Scots is generally regarded as offensive or old- 
fashioned by Scottish people. It should be avoided 
except to mean “Scotch whisky and in the special 
compounds Scotch broth eve. listed below. 


scotch 7./: 1 put an end to; frustrate wnjary scotched 
his attempt). 2 archaw wound without killing. [Middle 


Enelish| 


Scotch broth 


Scotch broth 7. a soup made from beef or mutton 
with pearl barley ete. 

Scotch cap 7. = Bonny n. Ib. 

Scotch egg n. a hard-boiled egg enclosed in sausage 
meat and fricd. 

Scotch fir n. = Scors pinn. 

Scotchman 7. (//, -men; /em. Scotchwoman, /)/. 
-women) = SCOrSMAN, 


a Usage Scotchman and Scoltcheuman, like Scotch, are 
old-fashioned and may be regarded as offensive by 
Scottish people. Scot, Scotsman, or Scotswoman should 
be used instead. 


Scotch mist 7. 1 a thick drizzly mist common in 
the Highlands. 2 Bri. a retort made to a person 
implying that he or she has imagined or failed to 
understand something. 

Scotch tape n. esp. US propr. adhesive transparent 
tape. 

Scotch whisky 7. whisky clistilled in Scotland, esp. 
from malted barley. 

scot-free adi. unharmed; unpunished. 

Scoticism var. of Scoriicisa. 

Scoticize var. of Scoriuciz.. 

Scotland Yard 7. 1 the headquarters of the 
London Metropolitan Police, 2 its Criminal Inves- 
tigation Department. [from Great and New Sco/- 
land lard, streets where sited until 1967] 

Scots esp. Sv. @ adj. 1 = Scotts adj. 2 in the dialect, 
accent, etc., of (esp. Lowlands) Scotland. e 7. 1 = 
Scorrise 2. 2 the form of English spoken in (esp. 
Lowlands) Scotland. [Middle English] 

Scots fir n, = Scots pint. 

Scotsman 7. (//. -men; /em. Scotswoman, /)/. 


-women) 1 a native of Scotland. 2 a person of 


Scottish descent. 
Scots pine 7. a pine tree, Pinus sylvestris, native to 
Europe and much planted for its wood. & cost 
Scotticism 2. (also Scoticism) a Scottish phrase, 
word. or idiom. 

Scotticize «./r. ‘also Scoticize, -ise, imbue with or 
model on Scottish ways etc. 

Scottie n. callog. 1 (also Scottie dog) a Scottish 
terrier. 2 a Scot. 

Scottish e adj. of or relating to Scotland or its 
inhabitants. @ 7. (prec. by the: treated as pl.) the 
people of Scotland. See also Scois. O Scottish- 
ness //. 

Scottish terrier n. a small terricr of a rough- 
haired short-legged breed. 

scoundrel 7. an unscrupulous villain; a rogue. 
{l6th-century coinage] 0 scoundrelism 1. 
scoundrelly «ad. 

scour'e 7/7, 1 a cleanse or brighten (esp. metal) by 
rubbing, esp. with soap. chemicals, sand. ete. b (usu. 
foll, hy away. off, etc.) clear rust, stains, reputation, 
ete.) by rubbing, hard work, cic. (scoured the slur from 
his name), 2 clear out ia pipe. channel, etc.) by flush- 
ing through with or by the natural action of water. 
e@ 7. the act or an instance of scouring. [from Late 
Latin evcurare “to clean :ofl ;] o scourer n. 

scour? ?:/ hasten over ‘an area ete.) searching thor- 
oughly (scoured the streets for him: scoured the newspaper . 
[Middle English] 

scourge /skurj/ @7. 1a whip used for punishment, 
esp. of people. 2 a person or thing scen or regarded 
as causing sufferme (Genghis Ahan, the scourge of Ayia). 
@ ity LV whip. 2 punish; afflict; oppress. [fron Old 
French  escarge (n.), escorgier \v.)] 0 Scourger 7. 

Scouse /skowss/ collog. @ nn. 1 the dialect of Liver- 
pool. 2 also Scouser, a native of Liverpool, 
3 scouse; = torscors!, @ ad. of or relating to 
Liverpool. [abbreviation of rorseatsi| 

scout @ 7. La person, esp. a soldier, sent out to get 
information about the enemys position, strength, 
ric, 2 the act of seeking ‘esp. military information 
on the veout,, 3 = ini scot, 4: Scout, a member 
of the Scout JAssoctation, an international youth 
orgam7zauon imtended to 


dorteinally for boys 


(40 


develop character esp. by open-air activitics. 5 a 
ship or aircraft designed for reconnoitring, esp. a 
small fast aircraft. @ 7. 1 atx act as a scout. 2 int 
(foll, by about, around, for) make a search. 3 ¢7, (often 
foll. by owt) collog. explore to get information about 
(territory etc.). [based on Latin auscultare ‘to listen’ ] 
0 scouter 7. scouting 7. 

Scouter 7. an adult leader in the Scout Association. 

Scoutmaster 7. a person in charge of a group of 
Scouts. 

scow n. esp. US a flat-bottomed boat used as a 
lighter etc. [from Dutch schouw ‘ferry boat’] 

scowl e 7. a sullen, bad-tempered, or threatening 
frown. @ wintr. make a scowl. [Middle English] 
oO scowler 1, 

scrabble e wiz (often foll. by abuui, at) scratch or 
grope to find or collect or hold on to something. 
ex. 1 an act of scrabbling. 2 (Scrabble) propr a 
game in which players build up words from letter- 
blocks on a hoard. [from Middle Dutch schrabbelen] 

scrag csp. Bril. en. 1 (also scrag-end) the inferior 
end of a neck of mutton. 2 a skinny person or 
animal. 3 collog. a person’s neck. @ v./7, (scragged. 
scragging) s/ang 1 strangle, hang. 2 handle 
roughly; beat up. 

scraggly adj. sparse and irregular. 

scraggy adj. (scraggier, scraggiest) thin and 
hony. 0 scraggily adi. scragginess 1. 

scram (.in/ (scrammed, scramming) (esp. in 
imper.) collog. go away, [20th-century comage] 

scramble e 2 1 mix make one’s way over rough 
eround, rocks, etc., by cambering, crawling, etc. 2 mi, 
foll. by for, at; struggle with competitors (for a thing 
or share of it), 3 inf move with difficulty, hastily, or 
awkwardly. 4 /, a mix together indiscriminately. 
b jumble or muddle. 5 @ cook (eggs) by heating 
them when broken and well mixed with butter, 
milk, ete. 6 /: change the speech frequency of (a 
broadcast transmission or telephone conversation) 
so as to make it unintelligible without a corres- 
ponding decoding device. 7 ir (of fighter aircraft 
or their pilots) take off quickly in an emergency or 
for action. @ 7. Lan act of scrambling. 2 a difficult 
climb or walk. 3 (foll. by for) an eager struggle or 
compeution. 4 Br’. a motorcycle race over rough 
ground. 5 an emergency take-off by fighter 
aircraft. [] 6th-century coinage | 

scrambler 7. a device for scrambling telephone 
conversauions. 

scrap'e 7. 1 a small detached piece; a fragment or 
remnant. 2 rubbish or waste material. 3 discarded 
metal for reprocessing (often alirh: scrap metal). 4 (with 
neg.) the smallest piece or amount (nol a scrap of food 
left). 3 (in pl.) a odds and ends. b bits of unecaten 
food. @ ut, (scrapped, scrapping) discard as 
useless. [from Old Norse skrap| 

scrap® colloy. @ n. a fight or rough quarrel, esp. a 
spontaneous one. @ vl (scrapped, scrapping) 
(often foll. by wah) have a scrap. O scrapper n. 

scrapbook n. a book of blank pages for sticking 
cultings, drawings, etc. in. 

scrape e 7. 1 /, a move a hard or sharp edge across 
(a surface), esp. to make something smooth. b apply 
(a hard or sharp edge, in this way. 2 é& (foll. by away, 
off. cle.) remove (a stain, projection, etc.) by scrap- 
ing, 3 /, a rub (a surface) harshly against another. 
b scratch or damage by scraping, 4 7 (often fol. by 
out) make (a hollow, by scraping. 5 a i draw or 
move with a sound of, or resembling, scraping. 
b mix emit or produce such a sound, ¢ & produce 
such a sound from. 6 intr voften foll. by along. by. 
thinugh, ete.) Moye o1 pass along while almost touch- 
ing close or surrounding features, obstacles, ete. Me 
car voraped through the narrow lane). 7 tr just manage to 
achieve (a living, an examination pass, etc.) 8 cat: 
(often foll. by 4p, (Arough) a barcly manage, b pass an 
examination ete. with difficulty, 9 a (fol. by together. 
up; contrive to bring or provide; amass with cilli- 
culty, 10 mie be economical. 11 ib. draw back a 
foot in making a clumsy bow. @ 7. 1 the act or sound 


screech 


of scraping. 2 a scraped place (on the skin etc.). 
3 Brit. a thinly applicd layer of butter etc. on bread. 
4 the scraping of a foot in bowing. 5 collog. an 
awkward predicament, esp. resulting from an 
escapade. 0 scrape acquaintance with contrive 
to get to know (a person). scrape the barrel collog. 
be reduced to one’s last resources. [from Old Norse 
skrapa| 

scraper 7. a device used for scraping, esp. for 
removing dirt or paint from a surface. 

scrap heap 2. 1 a pile of scrap matcrials. 2 a state 
of uselessness (esp. in phr. on the scrap heap). 

scrapie 7, a disease of sheep involving the central 
nervous system, characterized by lack of coordin- 
ation and thought to be caused by a virus-like agent. 

scraping 7. I in senses of scrape. 2 (esp. in pl.) a 
fragment produced by scraping off, up, or together. 

scrap merchant 7. a dealer in scrap. 

scrappy ad). (scrappier, scrappiest) 1 consisting 
of scraps. 2 incomplete; carelessly arranged or put 
together. 0 scrappily adv. scrappiness 7. 

scrapyard pn. a place where (esp. metal) scrap is 
collected. 

scratch ez. 1 /7. score or mark the surface of with a 
sharp or pointed object. 2 & make a long narrow 
superficial wound in (the skin). 3 ér (also absol.) 
scrape without marking, esp. with the hand to 
relieve itching. 4 é make or form by scratching. 5 é 
(foll. by together. up. etc.) obtain (a thing) by scratch- 
ing or with difficulty. 6 t (foll. by out, off, through) 
cancel or strike (out) with a pencil etc. 7 t&% (also 
absol.) withdraw (a competitor, candidate, etc.) from 
a race or competition. 8 ir (often foll. by about, 
around, ctc.) a scratch the ground etc. in search. b look 
around haphazardly (they were scratching about for 
evidence). @ n. La mark or wound made by scratch- 
ing, 2 a sound of scratching. 3 a spell of scratching 
oneself (had a scratch). 4 Golf a handicap of zero. 
@ atirb.ad. 1 collected by chance. 2 collected or 
made trom whatever's available (a scratch crew). 3 with 
no hanclicap given ta scratch race). O from scratch 
1 from the beginning, 2 without help or advantage. 
scratch along make a living etc. with difficulty. 
scratch one’s head be perplexed. scratch the 
surface gain a superficial insight (into a problem, 
matter, etc.). up to scratch up to the required 
standard. [Middle*English] 0 scratcher 7. 

scratch card 7. a game card having one or scveral 
sections coated in a waxy substance which may be 
scraiched away to reveal a possible prize. 

scratch pad 1. 1 esp. .\. Amer a pad of paper for 
scribbling, 2 Computing a small fast memory for the 
temporary storage of cata. 

scratchy ad). (scratchier, scratchiest) 1 tending 
to make scratches or a scratching noise. 2 (esp. of a 
garment) tending to cause itchiness. 3 (of a draw- 
ing etc.) done in scratches or carelessly. O seratch- 
ily adv. scratchiness 1. 

scrawl e?. 1 fr © int, write ina hurried untidy way. 
2 f: (foll. by out) cross out by scrawling over. en. La 
piece of hurried writing, 2 a scrawled note. 
oO scrawly adj. 

scrawny adj. (scrawmier, scrawniest) lean, 
scraggy. [variant of dialect seranny Jean’| Oo scrawni- 
ness !!. 

scream @ 7. I a loud high-pitched piercing cry 
expressing fear, pain, extreme fright, etc. 2 a simi- 
lar sound, ¢.g, of sirens. 3 collog. an irresistibly 
funny occurrence or person. @ vw 1 itz emit a 
scream. 2 /: speak or sing (words etc.) in a scream- 
ing tone. 3. imo: a move with a shrill sound like a 
scream (a fram screamed past, b make a noise like a 
scream. 4 mx laugh uncontrollably. 5 int be 
blatantly obvious or conspicuous. [Old English] 

screamer /). 1 a person or thing that screams. 2 US 
rollog. a sensational headline. 

scree 1. small loose stones. & trop. [from Old 
Norse sAviha ‘landslip’] 

screech e ». a harsh high-pitched scream. @ xin @ 
mr utter with or make a sereech. [16th-century 


screech owl 


variant of Middle English serch] 0 screecher n. 
screechy (dj. (screechier, screechiest). 

screech owl 7. an owl with a screeching rather 
than a hooting call, esp. the barn owl. 

screed x. 1 a long usu. tiresome piece of writing or 
speech. 2 a levelled layer of material (e.g. cement) 
upphed to a floor or other surface. [Middle 
English} 

screen e x. 1 a fixed or moyable upright partition 
for separating, concealing, or sheltering from 
draughts or excessive heat or light. 2 a thing used as 
a shelter, esp. from observation. 3 a a measure 
adopted for concealment. b the protection afforded 
by this (ander the screen of night). 4 a a blank usu. 
white or silver surface on which a photographic 
image is projected. b (prec. by the) the cinema 
industry. 5 the surface of a cathode ray tube or 
similar electronic device, esp. of a television, VDU, 
etc., on which images appear. > MONITOR, THILVISION. 
6 = sicuiescreen. 7 = winpscrien. 8 a frame with fine 
wire netting to keep out flies, mosquitoes, etc. 9 a 
large sieve or riddle, esp. for sorting grain, coal, 
cte., ito sizes. 10 a system of checking for the 
presence or absence of a disease, ability, attribute, 
etc. 11 Printing a transparent finely ruled plate or 
film used in half-tone reproduction. > prinrinc. 
@ w.tr 1 (often foll. by from) a afford shelter to; hice. 
b protect from detection, censure, etc. 2 (foll. by 
off) conceal behind a screen. 3 show (a film, tele- 
vision programme, etc.). 4 prevent from causing, oF 
protect from, electrical interference. 3 test (a 
person or group) for a disease, reliability, loyalty, 
etc. 6 pass (vrain, coal, etc.) through a screen. [from 
Old Northern French escren| 0 sereenable ad). 
screener /. screening /. 

screenings 11.f/. refuse separated by sifting. 

screenplay 7. the script of a film, with acting 
instructions, scene directions, etc. 

screen printing 7. a process like stencilling 
with ink forced through a prepared sheet of fine 
material (originally sik). O screen print 2. 
screen-print 2/7, (usu. as screen-printed 7). 

screensaver 7. Compuling a program which replaces 
an unchanging screen display with a moving image 
to prevent damage to the phosphor. 

screen test 7, an audition for a part in a cinema 
film. 

screenwriter 2. a person who writes a screenplay. 
Oo screenwriting #7. 

screw e 7. 1 a thin cylinder or conc with a spiral 
ridge or thread running round the outside (male 


screw) or the inside (female screw). 2 (in full’ 


woodscrew) a mctal male screw with a slotted 
head and a sharp point, 3 (in full screw-bolt) a 
metal male screw with a blunt end on 

Which a nut is threaded to bolt 
things together, 4 a wooden o1 
metal straight screw used to exert 
pressure. 5 (in vag. or pl.) an instru- 
ment of torture acting i this way. 
6 (in full screw propeller) < i 
form of propeller with twisted 
blades acting lke a screw on 

the water or air 7 slang 
offens. a prison warder, 
8 coarse slang a an act 
of sexual inter- 
course. b a partic) 
in this. @ & 1 /> fasten 
or Gghten with a serew or 
screws. 2 fr: turn (a screw), 3 wilr 
twist or turn round hike a screw. 
4 tr. a (foll. by out of) extort (consent, 
money, cite.) from (a person), 
b swindle. 5 & ‘also absol.) coarse 
slang have sexual intercourse with, 


shafi 


Kevwvay 


boss 


hewsted 


blade 0 have one’s head screwed on 
the right way collog. have 

common sense. have a screw 

SCREW loose collog. be slightly crazy. put 
PROPELLER the screws on (also ahyol.) colloy. 


exert pressure on (a person), esp. to extort some- 
thing or to intimidate. screw around coarse slang 
be sexually promiscuous. screw up I contract or 
contort (one’s face etc.). 2 contract and crush into a 
ught mass (a ptece of paper etc.). 3 summon up 
(one’s courage etc.). 4 s/ang a bungle. b spoil (an 
event, opportunity, etc.). 5 sfang disturb mentally. 
{from French escroue “temale screw, nut’ 

screwball .\. Amer. slang @ n. a crazy 
or eccentric person. @ adj. crazy. 

screw Cap 2. = sc KI FOr. 

screw-coupling 7. a female 
screw with threads at both ends 
for joming lengths of pipes or 
rods. 

screwdriver 7. 1 a tool with a 
shaped tip to fit into the head of 

a screw to turn it. 2 a cocktail 
made from vodka and orange 
juice. 

screwed «dj. 1 twisted. 2 slang 
a ruined: rendered ineffective. 
b drunk. 

screw eye 7. a screw with a loop 
for passing cord ete. through 
instead of a slotted head. 

screw propeller sce scr 7. 6. 

screw top 7. (hyphenated when 
atirib.) a cap or hd that can be screwed 
on to a bottle, jar, ete. 

screwy ad). (screwier, screwiest) slang 1 crazy or 
eccentric, 2 absurd, 0 screwiness n. 

scribble e:. 1 t. & int: write carelessly or hurriedly. 
2 intr. often derog. be an author or writer. 3 int, G tr: 
draw carelessly or meaninglessly, @ 7. 1 a scrawl. 
2 a hasty note etc. 3 carcless handwriting, {from 
medieval Latin serbillare| 0 seribbler n, scribbly 
ad). 

scribe,e 7. 1 a person who writes oul documents, 
esp. Adsl. an ancient or medieval copyist of manu- 
scripts. 2 Jewish Hist. an ancient Jewish record- 
keeper or, later, a professional theologian and jurist, 
3 (in full scribe-awl) a pointed! instrument for 
making marks on wood, bricks, etc. 4.N. elmer. collog. 
a writer, esp. a journalist. @ vé mark (wood ctc.) 
with a scribe (see sense 3 of ny. [from Latin sertba| 
oscribal ad). 

scriber 7. = 5c xibi. 1. 3. 

serim 7. open-weave fabric for ling or upholstery 
etc. [18th-century comage| 

scrimmage e 1. 1 a struggle: a brawl. 2 Amer. 
Football a sequence of play beginning with the 
placing of the ball on the ground with its tongest 
axis at right angles to the goal linc. @ 7. Loam. 
engage ina scrimmage. 2 (x .fmen Football put (the 
ball) into a scrimmage, [variant of skiemisi| 
oO scrimmager »/. 

scrimp ¢. 1 f/r be sparing or parsimonious. 2 /, use 
sparingly. |17th-century coinage, originally Scots] 
O scrimpy «d. 

serip 7. 1 a provisional certificate of money 
subscribed to a bank etc. entiting the holder to 
dividends. 2 (collect such certificates. 3 an extra 
share or shares instead of a dividend. [abbreviation 
of subscription receipt] 

script e 7. 1 handwriting as disunct from print 
written characters, 2 type imitating handwriting, 
3 an alphabet or system of writing, 4 the text of a 
play, film, or broadcast. 5 an examince’s set of writ- 
ten answers. @ 7.2. wrile a seript lor (a film etc.). 
|from Latin sagpren “uthings written | 

scripture 7. 1 sacred writings. 2 Scripture or the 
Scriptures) a the Bible as a collection of sacred 
writings in Chrisdanity. b the sacred writings of 
any other religion. [from Latin serproa| O seript- 
ural «dj. scripturally «ad. 

scriptwriter 7. a person who writes a script for a 
ihn, broadcast, etc. O seriptwriting 1. 

serivener 7. his!. Va copyist or drafter of docu- 
ments, 2 a notary. [from Old French escrimea| 


JSinial 


SCROLL: HiLBREW 
SCROLL 


scrumptious 


scrofula /skrof-yuu-li/ n. archaic a disease with 
glandular swellings, probably a form of tubercu- 
Josis. [from Late Latin — serofulae ‘scrofulous 
swellings’] G scrofulous ad. 

scroll e 7. 1 Wa roll of parchment or paper esp. 
with writing on it. 2 a book in the ancient roll form. 
3 an ornamental design or carving imitating a rol] 
of parchment. @ v. 1 é. (often foll. by down, up) move 
(a display on a VDU 
screen) in order to view 
new material, 2 é inscribe 
in or like a scroll. 3 inf curl 
up like paper, [Middle 
English sevowde, alteration of 
rowle ‘roll’| O sereller n. (in 
sense | of w). 

scrollbar 7. a long thin 
section at the edge of a 
computer display by which 
material can be scrolled 
using a mouse. 

scrolled adj. having a scroll 
ornament. 

scrollwork 7. decoration 
of spiral lines. 

Scrooge 7. a imean or 
miserly person. {character 
in Dickens’s A Christmas 
Carol | 

scrotum 7. (//. scrota or scro- 

tums) a pouch of skin containing the 

testicles. > kLPRODUCIIVE ORGANS. [Latin] o scrotal ad. 

scrounge collog. @ 7. 1 tr (also absol.) obtain (things) 

illicitly or by cadging 2 im search about 

to fd something at no cost. @ 2. an act of scroung- 

ing. 0 on the scrounge /7i/. cngaged in scroung- 

ing. [variant of dialect serunge ‘to _ steal’ 
U serounger 1. 

scrub’ e v. (scrubbed, scrubbing) 1 é rub hard 
so as to clean, esp. with a hard brush. 2 iin use 
a brush in this way. 3 intr (often foll. by up) (of 
a surgcon etc.) thoroughly clean the hands and 
arms by scrubbing, before operating. 4 t collog. 
scrap or cancel. @ 7. the act or an instance of scrub- 
bing; the process of being scrubbed. O scrub 
round Brit. collog. circumvent, avoid. [Midclle 
English] 

serub® n. 1 a vegetation consisting mainly of brush- 
wood or stunted forest growth. b an area of land 
covered with this, 2.4. -tmer an animal of mferior 
breed or physique (often adirib.: scrub horse). 3a small 
or dwarf varicty often adirib: scrub pine). [Middle 
English variant of snk "| Go serubby ad). 


kosher 
parchment 


scrubber x. 1 an apparatus using water or a solu- 
lion for purifying gases ctc. 2 Brit. slang offens. a 
sexually promiscuous woman. 

scrubland 7. land consisting of scrub vegetation. 

scruff! 7. the back of the neck (csp. scruff of the neck). 
Jalteration of scuff hair] 

seruff? 7. Bril. colloy. an untidy or scruffy person. 
[originally in sense *seurf”, later “worthless thing’ | 

scruffy ad). (scruffier, scruffiest, collog. shabby, 
slovenly, untcly. 0 seruffily adv. scruffiness 7. 

scrum 7. 1 Rugby an arrangement of the forwards 
of cach team in two opposing groups, each with 
arms interlocked and heads down, with the ball 
thrown in between them to restart play, & rtcpy. 
2 Bri. collog. a disorderly crowd. [abbreviation of 
SCREMM AGH | 

scrum-half 1. Rughy a hall-back who puts the ball 
into the serum. & kt ony 

scrummage nv. Rugby = sci sin. |. [variant of scr 
\\Gl | O scrummiager 1. 

scrummy ad). collog. delicious. [from sert meiiot s| 

scrump i). Bri! collog. sical fruit from an orchard 
or garden 

scrumple ¢./). Bn/. crumple, wrinkle. 

scrumptious ad). collog. 1 delicious. 2. pleasing 
delightful. []9th-century comage] O serump- 
tiously ad). scrumptiousness / 


scrumpy 


| SCUBA-DIVING 


When breathing underwater, a scuba-diver 
draws compressed air from a tank worn on 


the back. On top of the tank is the regulator 


first-stage, which reduces the air pressure to 


just above that of the surrounding water. The 


SCUBA DINERS 


mask 


regulator 
second-stage — 


buoyancy 
compensator 


buoyancy 
compensator 
mouthpiece —— 


octopus rig 


scrumpy 7. Bri. collog. rough cider, esp. as made in 
the West Country of England. [from clialect serump 
‘small apple’| 

scrunch e 7. 1 f & inix (usu. foll. by up) make or 
become crushed or crumpled. 2 min, G & make or 
cause to make a crunching sound. 3 /r style (hair) 
by squeezing or crushing in the hands to give a 
tousled look. @ n. the act or an instance of scrunch- 
ing. [variant of cRUN.H] 

scrunch-dry «./; dry (hair) while scrunching it. 

scrunchy 7, (//. -ies) (also scrunchie, a circular 
band of fabric-covered clastic used for fastening 
the haw. 

scruple e 7. 1 (in sing. or p/.) a regard to the moral- 
ity or propriety of an action. ba feeling of doubt or 
hesitation caused by this. 2 Ads/, an apothecaries’ 
weight of 20 grains. 3 archaic a very small quantity. 
e@ v.intr 1 (foll. by fo + infin.: usu. with neg) be relue- 
tant because of scruples did nol scruple lo stop then 
allowance). 2 feel or be influenced by scruples. 
{based on Latin scrupus ‘rough pebble, anxiety ] 

scrupulous ad), 1 conscientious: thorough. 2 care- 
ful to avoid domg wrong, 3 punctilious: over- 
attenuye to details. [from Latin scrupulosus, related 
to scrtrtt| G serupulosity n. scrupulously adi. 
scrupulousness 7. 

scrutineer 7. a person who scrutinizes or examines 
something, esp. Brit. the conduct and result of a 
hallot. 

scrutinize 7/7. (also -ise) look closely at; examine 
with close scrutiny. 0 serutinizer 1. 

scrutiny 7. (//. -ies) 1 a critical gaze. 2 a close 
investigation or examination of details. 3 an official 
examination of ballot papers to check their validity 
or accuracy of counting. [based on Latin serutianan, 
literally ‘to sort rubbish’| 

scuba 7. | //. scubas) an aqualung. [acronym from 
self-contained wnderwater breathing apparatus] 

scuba-diving 1). A swinming underwater using a 
scuba, esp. as a sport. 0 scuba-dive v.iniz, scuba- 
diver 7. 

scud e@ i:/7/ :scudded, scudding! 1 fly or run 
straight. fast, and lightly, 2 Nau. run before the 
wind. e@ w. 1 a spell of scudding. 2 a scudding 
motion. 3 vapoury driving clouds. 4 a driving 
shower: a gust. 5 wind-blown spray, 6 (usu. Scud 
a type ol 
missile originally developed in the former USSR. 

scuff e 1 fr, vraze or brush against. 2 /, mark o1 
wear down ishoes) in this wav. 3 vt walk with 
drageing feet: shullle. @ 2 aimark made by scuffing. 


long-range surlace-to-surliace guided 


scuffle e 7. a contused strugele or disorderly fight at 


close quarters. @ z.ind, engage in a scuffle. [probably 


_ regulator 
Sirst-stage 


- protective 
mesh 


air tank 


welyuil 


console 


instrument 


air then travels down a tube to the regulator 
second-stage (which includes the mouthpiece). 
This part of the apparatus lowers the air 
pressure to exactly that of the external 
watcr, making the air safe to breathe. 


1 


of Scandinavian origi: cf Swedish skuffa ‘to push’, 


related to sovi.] 


sculduggery var. of sKiipuccrry. 


sculle 7. 1 cither of a pair of 


small oars used by a single 
rower. 2 an oar placed over 
the stern of a boat to propel 
it, usu. by a twisung motion. 
3 > a small boat propelled 


with a scull or a pair of 


sculls. & row. 4 (in pl.) a race 
between boats with single 
pairs of oars. @ vf propel (a 
boat) with sculls. {Mictdle 
Enelish| 

sculler 7. 1a user of sculls. 2a 
boat intended for sculling. 

scullery 7. (//. -ies) a sinall 
kitchen or room at the back 
of a house for washing 
dishes ete. [from Old French 
escuelerie| 

seullion ». archaic La cook's 
boy. 2 a person who washes 
dishes etc. [Middle English] 

sculpt i. /. G mir. (also sculp) 


sculpture. [from French 
sculpter| 
sculptor 7. (fem. sculp- 


tress) an artist who makes 
sculptures. 


sculpture e 7. 1 the art of 


making forms, often repre- 
sentational, m the round or 
in relief by chiselling, carv- 
ing, modelling, casting, ete. 
2 a work or works of sculp- 
ture, @v. 1 & represent in or 
adorn with sculpture. 2 ifr 
pracuse sculpture. 0 sculpt- 
ural «dj. sculpturally adi. 
sculpturesque «/). 
scum e #. 1 a layer of dirt, 
froth, etc, forming at the top 
of Hquicl. 2 doll, by of) the 
worthless part of 
somcethiny. 3 callog. a worth- 
less person or group, @ ifr 
iscummed, scumming 
LT remove scum from. 2 be 
or form a scum on, {from 


Inost 


SCULL: 


SINGLE SGULYI, 


WILE DLOKING 
AND 


RLMOVED 
OARS 


Sa 


bowball_ 


bowwpost 2 


internal 
frame 


diagonal 
dech 


support 
breakwater 
hatch 


sliding 
seal 


slide track —~ 
outrigger 


r 


gah 
vtrelcher 


keel . 


blade 


sculls 


(oars) 
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~ 


sea 


Middle Dutch schim| 6 scummy adj. (scummier, 
scummiest). 

scumbag 12. slang a contemptible or disgusting 
person. 

scupper’ 7. a hole in a ship’sside to carry off water 
from the deck. [from Old French escopir| 

scupper® w.tz, Bri. slang 1 sink (a ship or its crew). 

2 defeat or ruin (a plan etc.). 3 kill. [19th-century 
coinage | 

seurf 7. 1 flakes on the surface of the skin, cast off 
as fresh skin develops below, esp. those of the head; 
dandruff. 2 any scaly matter on a surface. [Old 
English] o seurfy ad). 

scurrilous adj. 1 (of a person or language) grossly 
or indecently abusive. 2 given to or expressed with 
low humour. [from Latin scurr/us| 0 seurrility 2. 
(pl. -ies). scurrilously ad. scurrilousness 7. 

scurry @ w.inl7. (-ies, -ied) run or move hurriedly, 
esp. with short quick steps; scamper. @ 7. (pl. -ies) 
1 the act or sound of scurrying. 2 a flurry of rain or 
snow, 

scurvy @ 71. a clisease caused by a deficiency of vita- 
min C, @ adj. (scurvier, scurviest) archaic dishon- 
ourable, contempuble. [based on sctinr] O scurvied 
adj, scurvily adi. 

scut 7. a short tail, esp. of a hare, rabbit, or deer. 
[Middle English] 

scutcheon 7. 1 = rscuickeon. 2 an ornamented 
brass etc. plate round or over a keyhole. 3 a plate 
for a name or inscription. [Middle English] 

scutter csp. Bril. @ v.intr. collog. scurry. @ n. the act or 
an instance of scuttering. 

scuttle’ x. 1 a receptacle for carrying and holding a 
small supply of coal. 2 Brit. the part of a motor car 
body between the windscreen and the bonnet. 
[from Latin scuéella “dish’] 

scuttle? e vini, 1 scurry; hurry along. 2 run away. 
e 7. 1 4 hurried gait. 2 a precipitate flight. 

scuttle? en. a hole with a lid in a ship’s deck or side. 
e@ «lv. let water into (@ ship) to sink it. 

seuzzy «dj. slang abhorrent or disgusting, 

Scylla and Charybdis /sil-a, ka-rib-dis/ nfl. 
two dangers such that avoidance of one increases 
the risk from the other. [names of a sea monster 
and whirlpool in Greek mythology] 

scyphozoan /sy-f0-z0h-in/ @ . any marine jelly- 
fish of the class Scyphozoa, with tentacles bearing 
stinging cells. e ad. of or relating to this class. 
> exiparian. [based on Greek skuphos “drinking cup’ 
+ zoton ‘animal’ 
scythe /syth/ @ n. » a mowing and reap- 
ing implement with a long curved blade 
swung over the ground by a long pole 
with two short handles projecting from 
it. @ 2/r cut with a scythe. [Old English] 

SDI abi: strategic defence initiative. 

SDLP ay. (in N. Ireland) Social Democratic 

and Labour Party. 

SDP «hb. hist. (in the UK) Social Demo- 

cratic Party. 


7 SE abbr 1 south-east. 
Bi 2 south-castern. 


ey Se symb. Chem. the SCYTHE: 


oe 3 
element selenium. EARLY 20TH- 
sea n. I the expanse of salt CENTURY 
water that covers most of ENGLISH 


the Earth’s surface. 2 any SCYTHE 
part of this. 3 a particular 
(usu. named) tract of salt water 
partly or wholly enclosed by land 
tthe North Sea). 4 a large inland lake (the 
Caspian Sea). 5 the waves of the sea, esp. with 

reference to their local motion or state (a choppy sea). 
6 (toll. by of) a vast quantity or expanse (a sea of 
faces). 7 attrib.) liwing or used im, on, or near the sea 
volten prefixed to the name of a marine aninal, 
plant. etc.. having a superficial resemblance to 
what it is named after) sea (efuce). O at sea 1 ina 
ship on the sca. 2 {also all at sea) perplexed, 


sea anchor seal 


SEABED 
The seabed consists of a number of distinctive space. Seamounts are underwater volcanoes; CROSS-SECTION OF THE SEABLD 
geologic features. Mid-ocean ridges (under- when flat-topped they are known as guyots. 
water mountain ranges) form when tectonic Deep-sea trenches form when one tectonic continental shel] 
plates pull apart and magma rises to fill the __ plate is forced under another (subduction). submarine canyon _ 
guyol abyssal plain | ‘ A. 
- a 4 é Eid fy 
. a 
- > Ww Ae | 
me oy ap AY A ! | 
deep-sea trench rica | oe ' 
. continenta 
ridges wet | 
! veme : mSINg amount ‘online ' 
_____ subducted tectonic plate movement of | ae aes continental a 
tectonic plate BS rise 


confused. by sea in a ship or ships. go to seabecome seaboard 7. 1 the scashore or coastal region. 2 the | sea dog 7. an old or experienced sailor. 


a sailor. on the sea I in a ship at sca. 2 situated on line of a coast. Deak sea eagle 1. any fish-eating eagle esp. of the genus 
the coast. put (or put out) to sea-leave land or  seaborne adj. transported by sea. fenton Hatiaeetus. 
port. [Old English] sea bream see prin 2. . sea fan n. any colonial coral of the order 
sea anchor 7. a device such as a heavy bag dragged sea breeze n. a breeze blowing jo: of Gorgonacea supported by a fanlike horny 
in the water to retard the drifting of a ship. towards the land from the sca, esp. pyje f ¥ skeleton. 
- . ‘ 5 . 470 fEEL ea . . “Pp - »: 
sea anemone #1. any of various cnidarians of the during the day. | puch seafarer 71. 1 a sailor. 2 a traveller by 
Chee a = < . Z aa > ve 
order Actimiaria having a polypoid body bearinga sea change 7, a notable or un- fie sca. 
: : ) ) y s v * 7 09 peeve bexaian Pace 
ring of tentacles around the mouth. > cniparian, expected transformation, eee e & n. wavelling by sea, 
‘ oes esp. regularly. 
SYMBIOSIS sea-chest 7. a sailor’s storage-chest. : a iibl st hellfish 
se 2 ca seafood #7. edible sea fish or shellfish. 
sea bass see mass” 2. seacock 7. a valve below a ship's water- fr. , ; 1 
‘ i : = Ss mt 7”. the part of a coas own 
seabed ». A the ground under the sea; the ocean line for letting water in or out. CERO! gee RE GRANGE Tl 
ae etc. directly facing the sea. 
floor. sea cow ?!. 4 sircnian, esp, a Manatec, SEA CUCUMBER : i ana Se : 
A Es : , , oe seagoing (id). 1 (of ships) fit for crossing 
seabird 1. ¥ a bird frequenting the sca or the lancl ~=sea cucumber 7. » a type of cchino- (Stichopus the sea. 2 (of a person) seafaring 
near the sea. derm with a wormlike body. chloronolus) i 


sea greene 7. 4 }luish green (as of the 
sca). @ adj. (hyphenated when ait.) of 


this colour. 


SEABIRD ei seagull n. = Guu! 


Birds living near the sea have special adaptations. * sea holly x. a spiny-leaved blue-flowered evergreen 
including waterproof feathers, webbed feet. : plant, Eryngium mariimum. Hie: 
and facial glands that dispose of excess : sea horse 1. 1 > any of vari- aitut 
salt. Seabirds hunt prey in a variety of — ous small upright marine 


fish of the family Syn- 


ways: surface feeders such as albatrosses : ; 
* s enathidac, having a body 


grab food while flying near the ocean’s surtace; a Scecnemoninic Head 
aerial divers such as gannets plummet into the Renee at eelorse, (204 
water from a height; surface divers such as pulfins mythical creature with a 
swim on the surface and plunge underwater to WANDERING ALBATROSS horse’s head and_ fish's 
feed. Almost all seabirds nest in colonies. in Dioniedea exulans tail. 


seakale 1. a cruciferous 
maritime plant, Crambe reduced | 
maritima, having coarsely fin 
toothed leaves and used 

as a vegetable. 


places predators cannot reach, such as cliffs, 


prehensil: 


seakale beet 7. = caro. 
tail 


“X 


seal'en. 1a piece of wax, 
lead, paper, etc., with a 
stamped design, attached 


‘ 
yey —_ to a document as a guaran- SEA HORSE 
mR 4 tee of authenticity. 2 a sumilar (Hippocampus 
material attached to a recep- species) 
lacle, envelope, etc., affording 
NORTHLRN GANNE' Nc security by having to be broken to allow access to 
(Sula bassana Larus the contents. 3 an engraved piece of metal, 
dominicants gemstone, etc., for stamping a design on a seal. 


4 a a substance or device used to close an aperture 
oract as a fastening. b an amount of water standing 
in the trap of a drain to prevent foul air from rising. 
3 an act, gesture, or event regarded as a confirm- 


. ation or guarantee (gave her seal of approval to th 

| venture). 6 a significant or prophetic mark (has the seal 

of death in his face, 7 a decorative adhesive stamp 

8 esp. Ercl. a vow of secrecy; an obligation to 

™ silence. @ afm 1 close securely or hermeucalhy. 

SS 2 stamp or fasten with a seal. 3 fix a seal to. 4 cer 

alee! - —_ as correct with a seal or stamp. 5 (often foll. by up 

MAGNIEIGEN I confine or fasten securely, 6 settle or decide then fat 
PRIG.NVEL BERD ARGTIIC tLRN GIANT PETRI NEL ANT AG ae ts waled . 7 Holl. by off put barriers round can area 
Fregata magnificens) (Serna paradiyea) Macronectes giganteus thratencula arctica lo prevent entry and exit, esp. as a security measur 


8 apply ad non-porous Coan: lO isurlaces t » make 


seal 


it impervious. 0 one’s lips are sealed one is 
obliged to keep a secret. set one’s seal to (or on) 
authorize or confirm. [from Latin sigillum ‘hitle 
sign | co sealable ad). 

seal? e 7. » any fish-eating amphibious sea 
mammal of the family Phocidae or Otariidae, with 
flippers and webbed feet. > pinniecy. @ vind, hunt for 
seals. (Old English] 

sealant 2. material for sealing, esp. to make some- 
thing airtight or watertight. 

sea lavender 7. any maritime plant of the genus 
Limonum, with small brightly coloured funnel- 
shaped flowers. 

sealed-beam «ltrib.ad. designating a vehicle head- 
lamp with a sealed unit consisting of the light 
source, reflector, and lens. 

sealed book 7). = cLosip BooK. 

sealed orders 7..//. orders for procedure not to be 
opened before a specified time. 

sea legs .p/. the ability to keep one’s balance and 
avoid seasickness when at sea. 

sealer! 7, 1 a device or substance used for making 
esp. a hermetic or an impervious seal. 2 (in full 
sealer jar) Canad. a jar designed to preserve fruit 
etc. 

sealer? 7. a ship or person engaged in hunting seals. 

sea level 7. the mean level of the sea’s surface, used 
in reckoning the height of hills etc. and as a baro- 
metric standard. 

sea lily 7. any sessile echinoderm of the class 
Crinoidea, with long jointed stalks and feather-like 
arms for trapping food. 

sealing wax 7. a mixture of shellac and rosin with 
turpentine and pigment, softened by heating and 
used to make seals. 

sea lion 7. any large, eared seal of the Pacific, esp. 
of the genus Jalophus or Olana, > minnirLp 

sea loch n. = tocn 2. 

Sea Lord 7. (in the UK, either of two senior naval 
officers First Sea Lord, Second Sea Lord) serv- 
ing as members of the Ministry of Defence. 

seal ring 7. a finger ring with a seal. 

sealskin 7. 1 the skin or prepared fur of a seal. 
2 (often aitinb.) a garment made from this. 

seals of office n.p/. (in the UK) seals (see srt! n. 3) 
held during tenure, esp. by the Lord Chancellor or 
a Secretary of State, and symbolizing the office 
held. 

Sealyham ». (in [ull Sealyham terrier Y a terrier 
of a wire-haired short-legged breed. [from Sealyham, 
a village in SW Wales, where 
first bred] 


SEALYHAM TERRIER 


= 


seame #. 1 4 line where two edges join, esp. of two 
pieces of cloth ete. turned back and stitched 
together. or of boards fitted edge to edge. 2 a 
fissure between parallel edges. 3 a wrinkle or sear. 
4 4 stratum of coal ete. @ tf 1 join with a seam. 
2 wesp. as seamed adj.) mark or score with or as 
with a seam, [Old English| G seamer n, 

seaman ”. \/)/,-men 1 a sailor, esp. one below the 
rank of officer. 2 a person regarded in terms of skill 
In navigauion «a poo seaman, O seamanlike «ad. 
seamanly «ad. 

seamanship 7. skill in managing a ship or boat. 


wel 


seasonable 


SEAL | 
the front flippers to steer. They can stay under- | 
water for more than 30 minutes, surviving 

on oxygen stored in the blood. The Weddell 
seal can dive to depths of 600 m (1,950 ft). 


True seals (shown below), as opposed to sea 
lions and fur seals, have no external ear flap 
(pinna). When underwater, these seals use 
their webbed hind flippers for propulsion, and 


fice deat dense fur 


hind Em 
| with broad 
webbing 


EXTERNAL FEATURES 
OF A COMMON SEAL 
(Phoca vitulina) 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER SEALS 


HOODED SEAL 
(Cystophora cristata) (Phoca sibirica) 


seam bowler n. Criche/ a bowler who makes the 
ball deviate by bouncing off its seam. 

sea mile 7. a unit of length varying between 
approx. 2,014 yards (1,842 metres) at the equator 
and 2,035 yards (1,861 metres) at the pole. 
seamless adj. 1 without a seam or seams. 2 un- 
interrupted, smooth. 0 seamlessly adr. (in sense 2). 

seamstress 7. (also sempstress) a woman who 
sews, esp. professionally. [Old English] 

seamy adj. ‘seamier, seamiest) 1 marked with or 
showing seams. 2 sordid, disreputable (esp. the seamy 
vide). O Seaminess 1. 

seance /say-ahnss/ n. (also séance; a meeting at 
which spiritualists attempt to make contact with 
the dead. [from French séance| 

sea pink 7. a maritime plant, Armena maritima, with 
bright pink flowers. 

seaplane 7. an aircraft designed to take off from 
and land and float on water. 

seaport 1). a town with a harbour for scagoing ships. 

sear /scer/ @ wf, 1 a scorch, esp. with a hot iron; 
cauterize. b (as searing adj.) burning (searing pain). 
2 cause (esp. emotional) pain or great anguish to. 
3 brown (meat) quickly at a high temperature so 
that it will retain its juices in cooking. @ adj. (also 
sere) /ilerary (esp. of a plant etc.) withered, dried 
up. [Old English | 

search e ». 1 /x, look through or go over thoroughly 
to find something. 2 f examine or feel over (a 
person) to find anything concealed. 3 / a probe or 
penetrate into. b examine (one’s mind etc.) thor- 
oughly. 4 itn ‘often foll. by for) make a search or 
invesugalion, 5 ini, (as searching adj.) (of an 
examination; thorough. 6 (@ (fol. by out) look prob- 
ingly for @ 7. 1 an act of searching. 2 an investiga- 
tion, O in search of trying to find. search me! 
collog. 1 do not know. [from Late Latin circare ‘to go 
round] 0 searchable adj. searcher w. 

search engine 7. Com/uling a program for the 
retrieval of data. files, or documents from a data- 
base or network, esp. the Internet. 

searchlight ». 1 a powertul outdoor clectric light 
with a concentrated beam that can be turned in 
any direction. 2 the hght or beam from this. 


BAIKAL SEAL je 


streamlined body 


auditory 
mealus 


vibrissae 


(whiskers) 


_ front flipper 
Swe digits 


HARP SEAL 
(Phoca groenlandica) 


search party 7. a group of people organized to 
look for a lost person or thing. 

search warrant 7. an official authorization to 
enter and search a building. 

sea salt 7. salt procluged by evaporating sea water. 

seascape 7. a picture or view of the sea, 

Sea Scout n. (esp. in the UK) 4 member of the 
maritime branch of the Scout Association. 

sea serpent 7. 1 an enormous legendary serpent- 
hke sea monster. 2 = sta snake 1. 

sea shanty sce su. 

seashell 7. the shell of a salt-water mollusc. 

seashore 1. land close to or bordering on the sea. 

seasick adj, suffering from sickness or nausea from 
the motion of a ship at sea. O seasickness 7. 

seaside 7. (ofivn a/trd) the sea coast, esp. as a holi- 
day resort. 

sea slug ». a shell-less marine gastropod mollusc, 
esp. of the order Nudibranchia, with external gills. 

sea snail 7. 1 a small slimy fish of the family 
Cyclopteridae, with a ventral sucker. 2 any spiral- 
shelled marine mollusc, e.g. a whelk. 

sea snake 7. 1 a venomous tropical marine snake 
of the family Hydrophidae. 2 = sia serpent 1. 

season e 7). 1 ® cach of the four divisions of the 
year (spring, summer, autumn, and winter). 2 a 
ume of year characterized by climatic or other 
features (the dry season). 3 a the time of year when a 
plant is flowering etc. b the time of year when an 
animal breeds or is hunted, 4 a proper or suitable 
time. 5 a time when something is plentiful or active 
or in vogue. 6 \usu. prec. by the) = HIGH stason. 7 the 
tume of year regularly devoted to an activity, social 
life, ete. (the football season; up to London for the season). 
8 a period of indefinite or varying length. 9 Brit. 
collog. = st.rson vickit. @ &. 1 & flavour (food) with 
salt, herbs, ete. 2 fx enhance with wit etc. 3 & 
temper or moderate. 4 , G ini. a make or become 
suitable, esp. by exposure to the air or weather. 
b make or hecome experienced (seasoned soldiers). Oi 
season I (of foodstuff) available in plenty and in 
good condition. 2 (of an animal, on heat. 3 umely. 
[from Latin satio -onty sowing’ 

seasonable «i. 1 (of weather) suitable to or usual 


seasonal 


SEASON 
In relation to the Sun, the Earth spins on a 
ulted axis. Thus, as the Earth orbits the Sun 
over the course of a year, the Earth’s two 
hemispheres are alternately nearer to, then 
MARCH 


northern — 
spring 


Sun 


southern / 


auiumn 

Earth’s one 

pear orbit northern 
summer 


| 


JUNE 


in the season (the rain was seasonable if unwelcome). 
2 coming at the right ume, opportune; meeting the 
needs of the occasion (seasonable advice). 0 season- 
ableness n. seasonably ad. 


a Usage Seasonable, meaning ‘suitable; opportune’, 
should not be confused with the (more common) 
word seasonal meaning, ‘of or relating to the 
seasons’. 


seasonal adj. of or relating to the seasons of the 
year or some other temporal cycle; characterisuc of 
or dependent on a particular season. 9 season- 
ality 7. seasonally adv. 


w Usage See Usage Note at stasonasi.t 


seasonal] affective disorder 7. a depressive state 
associated with late autumn and winter and 
thought to be caused by a lack of light. 

seasoning n. condimen{s added to food. 

season ticket 7. a ticket entitling the holder to any 
number of journeys, acimittances, etc., in a given 
period. 

sea squirt 7. any marine tunicate of the class 


=~ 
SEAWEED 


Like all plants, seaweeds need sunlight to 


| survive, and so are mostly found in shallow waters 
around reefs or near the shore. They are civided 


into three groups according to colour. Brown 
seawecds are tough, slippery plants that can 
grow to over 60 m (195 ft) lone. Green 
seawecds oficn have thin, delicate fronds. Red 
seaweeds are found at the greatest depths 

up to 220 m (720 f0) below the surface. 


(RLU N SAEED) RED SEAWLLD 


(Enteromorpha linza 


(Corallina officinalis 


further from, the Sun’s warmth. This produces 
four distinct weather phasc§, called seasons. 
If the Earth’s axis were at right angles to the 
Sun, there would be only one ‘season’. 
DECEMBER 


)— northern 
winter 


southern 
vumMMe? 


northern 
aulumn 


EARTH’S 


southern spring — ORBIT 
southern AROUND 
winter See HE SUN 


SEPTEMBER 


Ascidiacea, having a bag-hke body with orifices 
through which water flows into and out of a central 
pharynx. 
seat e 7. l a thing made or used for silting on; a 


chair, stool, saddle, etc. 2 the buttocks. 3 the part of 


the trousers etc, covering the huttocks. 4 the part of 
a chair etc. on which the sitter’s weight directly 
rests. 5 the part of a thing on which it rests; the 
base. 6 a place for one person in a theatre etc. 
7 esp. Bri. a the right to occupy a seat, esp. as a 
Member of the House of Commons. b a member’s 
consutuency, 8 the part of a machine that supports 
or guides another part. 9 a site or location of some- 
thing “specified (a seal of learning, the seal of the 
emotions). 10 a country mansion, esp. with large 
grounds. 11 the manner of sitting on a horse etc. 
@ wiz 1 cause to sit. 2 a provide sitting accommo- 
dation for (/he cinema seats 300). b provide with seats. 
3 (as seated adj.) silting. 4 put or fit in posiuon. O be 
seated sit down. by the seat of one’s pants 
collog. by mstinet rather than logic or knowledge. 
take a (or one’s) seat sit down. [from Old Norse 
s@lt| 0 seatless adj. 


BROWN 
SLAWLED 


Saccorhiza 
polyschides 


second 


seat belt x. a belt securing a person in the seat of a 
motor vehicle or aircraft. 

seating 1. 1 seats collectively. 2 sitting accommoda- 
don. 

sea trout 7. 1 a large silvery fish of a migratory 
race of the trout. Salmo trutta. 2 US 
an unrelated marine fish of the 
genus Cynoscion. 

sea urchin 7. P& a small 
marine echinoderm of the 
class Echinoidea. with a 
spherical or flattened 
spiny shell. 

sea wall 7. a wall or 
embankment erected to 
prevent encroachment by 
the sea. 

seaward e adv. (also seawards: 
towards the sea. @ adj. going or 
facmg towards the sea. @ n. such 
a direction or position. 


poisonous spines 


SEA URCHIN 
(Sterechinus 
neumayer) 


sea wasp 7. an Indo-Pacific jellyfish of the order 
Cubomedusae, with a dangerous sting. 

sea water 7. water in or taken from the sea. 

seaway 7. 1 an mland waterway open to seagoing 
ships. 2 a ship’s progress. 3 a ship’s path across the sea. 

seaweed 1. ¥ any large alga growing in the sea or 
on rocks below the high water mark; such plants 
collectively. 

seaworthy dj. (esp. 
O seaworthiness 7. 


of a ship) fit to put to sea. 


sebaceous «dj. fatty; secreting oily matter. [from 
Latin sebaceus] 

sebaceous gland 7. (also sebaceous follicle or 
sebaceous duct) a gland etc. secreting or convey- 
ing oily matter to lubricate the skin and ham. 
> skIN 

sebum 7. the oily secretion of the scbaceous glands. 
> romici.. [Latin, literally “grease’| 

Sec. abbr. secretary. 


sec! abbr. secant. 


sec* 


n. collog. (in phrs.) a second (of time). 

sec® adj. (of wine) dry. [French, from Latin siccus] 

sec. abbr. secondis). 

secant \/ath. @ adj. cutting (secant line. @ n. 1 a line 
cutting a curve at one or more points, 2 the ratio of 
the hypotenuse to the shorter side adjacent to an 
acute angle (in a right-angled triangle). [from Latin 
secant “cutung’ |} 

secateurs /sck-ii-terz/ n.pl. esp. Bril. a pair of 
pruning clippers for use with one hand. [from 
French sécaleur ‘cutter’ | 

secede vziir. (usu. foll. by from) withdraw formally 
from membership of a political federation or a re- 
ligious body, [from Latin secedere] O seceder x. 

secession 7. the act or an instance of seceding. 
[from Latin secessio| O secessional adj. secession- 
ism #1. secessionist 7. 

seclude ty, (also refl.) 1 keep (a person or place) 
retired or away from company. 2 (esp. as secluded 
adj.) hide or screen from view. [from Latin secludere] 

seclusion 7. 1 a secluded state; retirement, privacy. 
2 a secluded place. [from medieval Latin secluszo] 
O seclusionist 7). seclusive ad). 

second’ /sek-6nd/ e@ 1. 1 the position in a sequence 
corresponding to that of the number 2 in the 
sequence | 2.2 something occupying this position. 
3 the second person ete, i a race or competition 
4 = spconp Grr. 5 an additional person or thing (/he 

6 «in pl 

second or inferior quality. 7 un pl.) collog. aa second 

helping of food at a meal. b the second course of a 

meal. 8 an attendant assisting a combatant im 

a duel etc. 9 esp. Brit. a a place in the second 

class of an examination. b a person having this 

@ adj. 1 that is the second: next alter first, 2 add- 

iuonal. furthes 3 subordinate: in- 

ferior, 4.\u. performing a lower or subordinate part 


second ny. S such as to de ¢ 


poltceman was joined by a second goods of a 


Ca SECON Cab 


mnparable to 


second 


Callas}. @ utr 1 supplement, support; back up. 
2 formally support or endorse (a nomination or 
resolution ete., or its proposer). 0 at second hand 
by hearsay, not direct observation etc. in the 
second place as a second consideration ete. 
second to none surpassed by no other. [from 
Latin secundus| O seconder vn. (esp. in sense 2 of «. 


second? /sek-6nd/ n. 1 a sixtieth of a minute of 


time. 2 collog. a very short ume (wal a second). 3a 
sixucth of a minute of angular distance. [from 
medieval Latin secunda (munuta) “secondary 
(minute)’, result of redividing by sixty] 

second? /si-kond/ 2! Bril. transfer (a military offi- 
cer or other official or worker) temporarily to other 
employment or to another position. [from French 
en second “in the second rank] 0 secondee x. 
secondment ». 

secondary e@ adj. 1 comig alter or next below what 
is primary. 2 derived from or depending on or 
supplementing what is primary. 3 (of education, a 
school, ete.) for those who have had primary educa- 
lion, usu. from Il to 18 years. @ x. (pl. -1es) a 
secondary thing. a secondarily adv. secondari- 
ness //. 

secondary colour 7. < a 

colour resulting from the 

mixing of two primary 
colours, & COLOR 


secondary colours , 


secondary feather /). a 
feather growing from 


a bird’s wing, 
secondary 
picketing 7 
Brit. the picket- 
ing of premises 
of a firm not 
otherwise involved 


in the dispute in 
\ ty . Cth 
V primary colours NPEARRRE 
secondary sexual 


characteristics 
npl. physical charac- 
teristics developed at 
puberty: 


SECONDARY COLOURS 
FORMED BY OVLREAPPING 
PRIMARY PIGMLNTS 
second-best e «adj. next after best. @ 1. a less 
adequate or desirable alternative. 

second chamber ». the upper house of a bicam- 
eral parliament. 

second-class e adj. L of or belonging to or travel- 
ling by the second class. 2 inferior in quality, status. 
cte. @ ade. by second class (trazelled second class. 

second class 7. La set of persons or things grouped 
together as second-best. 2 the second-best accom- 


modation in a train etc. 3 aan the UR, the class of 


mail not given priority in handling. b (m N. Amer- 
ica) a class of mail for the handling of newspapers 
and periodicals. 4 a the second highest division ina 
list of examination results. ba place in this, 
second coming 7. Jil. the 
Christ to Earth. 
second cousin se (0 sin. 


future return ol 


second-degree adj. \fed. denoting burns that 
cause blistering but not permanent scars. 

second fiddle sce play second fiddle i111 

second floor ». 1 /ri!. the floor ovo levels above the 
ground floor, 2.\0.fme. the floor above the ground 
floor. 

second gear 7. the second (and next to lowest, na 
sequence of gears. 


second-generation ai). denoting the offspring of 


a first generation, esp. of immigrants, 
second-guess ¢!), cv/lug. TL anticipate or predict by 
guesswork, 2 judge or criticize with hindsight. 
second-hand e «i. la of goods) having hada 
Pen 1OUS OWE, NOL TOW. b rot al shop Te he 
such goods can be bought 2 


where 
of informauion ete. 
accepted on another's authonty and not from 
original investigation, @ ad. 1 oon 
basis. 2 at second hand: not cdirecth 


a second-hand 


edb 


the second joint of 


second hand ». an extra hand in some watches 
and clocks, recording seconds. & watcu 

second in command ». the officer next in rank to 
the commanding or chief officer, 

second lieutenant 7. an army officer next below 
heutenant or US first lieutenant. 

secondly ad:. 1 furthermore; in the second place. 
2 as a second item. 

second name ». §)i/, a surname, 

second nature z. (often foll. by fo) an acquired 
tendency that has become instinctive (/s second nature 
to him. 

second officer 7. ai assistan( mate on a merchant 
ship. 

second-rate adj. of mediocre quality; inferior. 

second sight 7). the supposed power of being able 
to perceive hiture or distant events. 

second string 7. 1 an alternative course of action 
ete, 2 Ua reserve, esp. for a sports team. 

second thoughts »./)/. a new opinion or resoluuion 
reached after further consideration. 

second wind ». I recovery of the power of normal 
breathing during exercise after initial breathless- 
ness. 2 renewed energy to continue an effort. 


secrecy 2. 1 the keeping of secrets as a fact, habit. 
or faculty, 2 a state in which all information is with- 
held (done in secrecy). Q sworn to secrecy having 
promised to keep a secret. [Middle English] 

secret @ ad). 1 kept or meant to be kept private. 
unknown, or hidden, 2 acting or operating secretly 
3 fond of, prone to, or able to preserve secrecy. 4 (ol 
a place; completely secluded. @ 7. 1 a thing kept or 
meant to be kept secret. 2 a thing known only to a 
lew. 3a mystery. 4a valid but not commonly known 
method what’ their secret’). in secret secretly. in 
.orin on the secret among the number of those 
who know the secret. keep a secret not reveal 
information given in confidence. [from Latin secretin 
‘separate, set apart] O secretly adv. 

secret agent /!. a spy acting for a country. 

secretaire 7. an escritoire. [from French] 

secretariat 7. 1 i permancnt administrative office on 
department, esp. a governmental one. 2 its members 
or premises. [from medieval Latin secrefariatus| 

secretary 7. (//. -ies; 1 an employee who assists 
with correspondence, keeps records, makes 
appointnents, etc. 2 an official appointed by a soci- 
ety etc. to conduct its correspondence, organize its 
affairs. ete. 3 (m some organizations) the chicl 
execuuve, 4 (in the UK) the principal assistant of a 
government minister, anibassador, etc. [earlier in 
sense “a person entrusted with a secret’: from Late 
Latin secrelanius| O secretar- 
ial «/j. secretaryship 1. 


secretary bird 7. » a ; 

. \ 
long-legged — snake-cating \ 
Afnican bird, Sagittarius AS 
serpentarius, with a crest “ 


likened to a quill pen stuck 
over a wrilers car. 

Secretary-General 7. | //. 
Secretary-Generals) the 
principal administrator of an 
organizauion. 

Secretary of State n. 1 (in the UK 
the head of a major government 
department. 2 (in the US) the chief 
government official responsible — foi 
foreign allairs. 

secret ballot / 
PUD CESSES yl) Soeer Weed 


a ballot in which votes 


secrete! v./r, Biol. tof a cell, organ, etc.) 
produce by secredon. fback-formation 
from sic kt.noN| D secretor 7. secretory 
ad). 

secrete? i, conceal: put into hiding 
[from obsolete verb secre/] 

secretion 1. L /i0/. a a process by 
which substances are produced and 


SECRETARY BIRD 


Neh tires ser per ty 


secular 


discharged from a cell, gland, or organ for a func- 
tion in the organism or for excretion. b the secreted 
substance. 2 the act or an instance of concealing. 
[from Latin secretio ‘separation’ | 

secretive /see-krét-iv/ adj, inclined to make or 
keep secrets; uncommunicative. 0 secretively ade. 
secretiveness /). 

secret police 7. a police force operating in secret 
for political purposes. 

secret service n. 1 a government clepartment 
concerned with espionage. 2 (Secret Service) (in 
the US) a branch of the Treasury Department 
dealing with counterfeiting and providing protec- 
tion for the President ete. 

secret society 7, a society whose members are 
sworn to secrecy about it. 

sect 1. 1 aa body of people subscribing to religious 
doctrines different from those of others within the 
same religion. b a religious denomination. 2 the 
followers of a particular philosopher or philosophy, 
or school of thought in politics ete. (from Latin 
secta| 

sectarian e adj. bof or concerning a sect. 2 bigoted 
or narrow-minded in following the doctrines of 
one’s sect. @ 7, 1 a member of a sect. 2 a bigot. 
Oo sectarianism #. sectarianize 2./7. (also -1se). 

section e 7. 1 a part cut off or separated from some- 
thing. 2 each of the parts 
into which a thing is 
divided or divisible oi 
out of which a struc- 


ture can be fitted 
together. 3 a distinct 
group or — sub- i 


division of a larger 
body of people 
the wind — section), 
4 a subdivision of = * 
a book, document, 

ete. 5a... Amer one * 


square mile of land. %, can eae 
b esp. US a particular | ay ys 
clistrict of a town {(resi- . ‘el, Spe 
dential sections. 6 a sub- pes ll 


division of an army 
platoon, 7 esp. Surgery a 
separation by cuéting. 
8 Biol. & a thin slice of 
issue etc., cut off for microscopic examination. 
9 a the cutting of a solid by or along a plane. b the 
resulting figure or the area of this. @ v./, 1 arrange 
in or divide into sections. 2 (esp. as sectioned adj.) 
Brit. compulsorily commit to a psychiatric hospital. 
3 Biol. cut into thin shies for microscopic examin- 
ation, |French| 


SECTION: MICROGRAPH 
OF \ ROOT SECTION 


sectional ad. 1 a relating to a section, esp. of a 
community. b partisan. 2 made in sections. 3 local 
rather than general. 0 sectionalism 1, section- 

alist ». & adj. sectionalize wf (also -ise). 
sectionally ad: 


section-mark 7. the sign (8) used as a 
reference mark to indicate the start of a 
section of a book ete. 
sector n. 1 a clistinct part or 
branch of an enterprise, or of 
socicty, the economy, etc. 2 a 
military subchvision of an 
area, 3 the plane figure 
enclosed by two radii of a 
circle, ellipse, etc., and the 
arc between them. & circu 
|later technical use of Latin 
vector “cutter’] O sectoral ad), 
secular e «/). 1 concerned with the affairs of 
this world; not spiritual or sacred. 2 (of ecluca- 
tion ete.) not concerned with religion or reli- 
heliel, 3 a not ecclesiastical or 
monastic. b (of clergy) not bound by a reli- 
gious rule. 4 occurring once in an age or 
century. ® 7. a secular priest. [from Latin 
saeculans| O secularism n. secularist n. 


” gious 


secure 


secularity 7. secularize »./7. (also -ise). secular- 
ization 7. secularly adv. 

secure @ adj. L untroubled by danger or fear. 2 safe 
against attack. 3 certain not to fail (the plan is secure). 
4 fixed or fastened so as not to give way or get loose 
or be lost (made the door secure). 5 a (foll. by of’ certain 
to achieve (secure of victory). b (foll. by against, from) 
protected (secure against attack). 6 (of a prison etc.) 
difficult to escape from. @ vf, 1 make secure or safe; 
fortify. 2 fasten, close, or confine securely. 3 succeed 
in obtaining (secured front seats). 4 guarantee against 
loss (a loan secured by property). [from Latin securus| 
oO securable ad). securely adv, securement 7. 

securitize 7.7, (also -ise) (often in passive) convert 
(an asset) into securities, usu. in order to raise cash. 
O securitization 

security 7. (/. -ies) 1 a secure condition or feeling. 
2 a thing that guards or guarantees. 3 a safety 
against espionage, theft, etc. b an organization for 
ensuring this. 4 a thing deposited or pledged as a 
guarantee of an undertaking or loan, to be 
forfeited in case of default. 5 (often in p/.) a certifi- 
cate attesting credit or the ownership of stock, 
bonds, etc. 0 on security of using as a guarantee. 
(from Latin securtas] 

security blanket 7. 1 Ari. an official sanction on 
information in the interest of security. 2 a blanket 
etc. given as a comfort to a child. 

Security Council 7. a permanent body of the 
United Nations seeking to maintain peace and 
security. 

security guard 7. a person employed to protect 
the security of buildings, vehicles, etc. 

security risk x. a person, situation, etc. posing a 
possible threat to security. 

sedan 7. I (in full sedan chair) fus/. an enclosed 
chair for conveying one person, carried between 
horizontal poles by two porters. 2 \V. Amen an 
enclosed motor car for four or more people. 

sedate’ adj. tranquil and dignified; equable, serious. 
[from Latin sedatus ‘settled’] 0B sedately adi. 
sedatepess 7. 

sedate? wi put under sedation. [back-formation 
from separion] 

sedation 7. a state of rest or sleep esp. produced by 
a sedative drug. [from Latin sedatio) 

sedative /sed-i-tiv/ @ 7. a drug, influence, ete., 
that tends to calm or soothe, @ ad. calming, sooth- 
ing; inducing sleep. 

sedentary adj. 1 sitting (a sedentary posture). 
work etc.) characterized by much sitting and little 
physical exercise. 3 (of a person) spending much 
time seated. [based on Latin sede ‘to sit’] G seden- 
tarily adv. sedentariness 7. 

sedge n. 1 < any grasslike plant of the genus 
Carex with triangular stems, 
usu. growing in wet areas. 
2 an expanse of this plant. 

"i ; {Old English] o sedgy ad). 
sediment e 7. 1 mattcr that setiles to 
the bottom of a hquid: dregs. 2 Geol » 
niatter that is carried by water or wind 
and deposited on the surlace of the 
land or the seabed. > rock cyciL. 
@ wir (as sedimented ad}.) 1 a Geol. 
deposited as sediment. b deep-rooted 
(sedimented radicalivm). 2 ,of beer) having 
a sediment. [from Latin  sedimentum| 

oO sedimentary adj. sedimentation ». 
sedition 7. 1 conduct or speech inciting 

to rebellion, 2 agitation against the 

authority of a state. [from Latin sedi/o| 

0 seditious adj. seditiously ad:. 


seduce «7/7 1 tempt or entice into sexual 

activity. 2 a tempt, lure (seduced by the smell of 

coffee). b (often fol. by mo} lead astray (seduced inio 

a life of crime). ¢ (often as seduced 

SEDGE: GREAT adj.) beguiled (seduced by outward 

POND SEDGE appearances). from Latin seducere] 
(Carex riparia)  seducer n. seducible ad). 


2 (of 


seduction 7. 1 the act or an instance of seducing; 
the process of being seduced. 2 something that 
tempts or allures. [from Latin seductio| 

seductive adj. tending to seduce; alluring, enticing. 
a seductively adv. seductiveness 7. 

seductress n. a female seducer. [from obsolete 
seductor ‘male seducer’] 

sedulous ad). 1 persevering, diligent, assiduous. 
2 (of an action etc.) deliberately and consciously 
continued. {from Latin sedulus ‘zealous’] 0 sedulity 
n. sedulously adv. sedulousness 7. 

sedum ». any plant of the genus Sedum, with fleshy 
leaves and star-shaped yellow, pink, or white 
flowers. {Latin, literally ‘houseleck’] 

see! 7. (past saw; past part. seen) 1 f7 discern by use 
of the eyes; observe; look at. 2 infr have or use the 
power of discerning objects with the eyes (sees best at 
night). 3 tr. discern mentally; understand (/ see what 
you mean). 4 tr. watch; be a spectator of (a film, 
game, etc.). 5 ér ascertain or establish by inquiry or 
research or reflection (see if the door opens). 6 tr. 
consider; deduce from observation (J see you are 
brave). 7 tr. contemplate; foresee mentally (zee saw 
that no good would come of it). 8 t look at for iInforma- 
tion (usu. in zmper: see page 15). 9 t. meet or be near 
and recognize (J save your mother in town). 10 tr. a meet 
socially (sees her sister most weeks). b meet regularly as 
a boyfriend or girlfriend (és s/ill seeing thal man). ). UM rr 
give an interview to (/he y tor will see you now’). 12 tr: 
visit to consult (rent lo see the doctor). 13 t find out, 
esp. from a visual source (I see the match has been 
cancelled |, 14 inir. reflect: wait until one knows more 
(we shall have to see). 15 tr interpret (I see things differ- 
ently now’. 16 t experience (I never thought I would see 
this day). 17 tr recognize as acce ee foresee (do 
you see your daughter marrying thts man?). 18 tr. observe 
without interfering ( (stood by and saw them squander my 
money). 19 tr, find attractive (can! think what she sees in 
him). 20 intr. (usu. foll. by lo, or that + infin.) ensure; 
attend to (shall see to_your request) (cf. see to it). 21 tr 
escort or conduct (to a place ete.) (saw them home), 
22 tr. be a witness of (an event ete. (see the. Nec Lear 
in). 23 fr supervise (an action etc.) (will stay and see the 
doors locked ). 24 ta (in gambling, esp. poker) equal 
(a bet). b equal the bet of ja player), esp. to see the 
player's cards. 0 as far as I can see to the best of 


SEDIMENT 


Rocks broken into smaller frag- 
ments by weathering may be 
transported by glacial move- 
ment, wind, waves, or 
currents. This debris 1s 
deposited at a new 
location (such as the 
seabed) as a sediment. 
Over millions of years 
the sediments are 
compacted and 
cemented to form sediment- 
ary rocks such as sandstone. 
Some sedimentary rocks, such 
as coal or limestone, contain the 
remains of dead organisms. 


lake bed 


|alluzial 
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QUARTZ 
CONGLOMLERALE 


SAND SHON: 


fan | dunes 


SL TY 
LIMILSTONI C!S 


see 


my understanding or belief. as I see it in my opin- 
ion. do you see? do you understand? has seen 
better days has declined {rom former prosperity, 
good condition, etc. I see I understand (referring 
to an explanation etc.). let me see an appeal for 
time to think before speaking etc. see about 
attend to. see after 1 take care of. 2 = see aboul. see 
the back of Bril. collog. be rid of (an unwanted 
person or thing). see a person damned first 
Brit. collog. refuse categorically and with hostility to 
do what a person wants. see eye to eye see Lyr. 
see fit see rir'. see into investigate. see life gain 
experience of the world, often by enjoying oneself 
see the light 1 realize one’s mistakes etc. 
2 suddenly see the way to proceed. 3 undergo reli- 
gious conversion. see the light of day (usu. with 
neg.) come into existence. see off I be present at 
the departure of (a person). 2 Brit. collog. ward off, 
get the better of (managed to see off the proposed investi- 
gation). see out 1 accompany out of a building ete. 
2 Bri. finish (a project ete.) completely. 3° Brit. 
remain awake, alive, etc., unul the end of (a 
period). 4 Brit. last longer than; outlive. see over 
inspect; tour and examine. see reason see &1.\90N. 
see red become suddenly enraged. see a person 
right Brit. collog. make sure that a person is 
rewarded, safe, etc. see service sec srrvict!, see 
stars collog. see lights before one’s eyes as a result of 
a blow on the head. see things have hallucin- 
ations or false imaginings. see through I not be 
deceived by; detect the true nature of. 2 penctrate 
visually, see a person through support a person 
during a difficult time. see a thing through 
persist with it until it is completed. see to it (foll. by 
thai + clause) ensure (see fo il thal Lam nol disturbed ) (cl. 
sense 20 of v.). see one’s way clear to feel able or 
entitled to, see you (or see you later) collog. an 
expression on parting. we shall see 1 let us await 
the outcome, 2 a formula for declining to act at 
once. will see about it a formula for dechning to 
act at once. you see 1 you understand. 2 you will 
understand when I explain. [Old English] O see- 
able ad). 
see’ n. I the arca under the authority of a bishop or 
archlishop, a cocese, 2 the office or jurisdiction of 
a bishop or archbishop. [from Latin sedes ‘seat’ | 


ENVIRONMENTS IN WHICH 
SEDIMENTS CAN FORM 


glacier 
_ river bed 
, delta 


_— beach 


| layers of = 
sedimentar) 
rack seabed - 


SEDIMENTARY ROCKS 


GR 


: 


seed seismogram 


down by pushing the ground with their feet. b a 
game played on this. 2 an up-and-down or to-and- 


| SEED 


oe oe Farpiedans pliniula ; fro motion. 3 a contest in which the acdvantage 
A seed contains an embryonic plant (embryonic repeatedly changes from one side to the other. 
together with a store of food, and is (seed leaves), 4 shoot) @ v.inir. ¥ play on a see-saw. 2 yiove up and down as 
surrounded by a protecuve outer on a see-saw. 3 vacillate in policy, emotion, etc. 
covering or testa. In cereal grains, @ adj. & adv. with up-and-down or backward-and- 
the food is stored primarily in a tissue forward motion (see-saz’ motion). [reduplication of 
called the endosperm, In many other epicotyl saw] 
seeds. such as beans. it is held in lesta —_ seethe vant, 1 boil, bubble over. 2 be very agitated, 
fleshy seed leaves called cotyledons. (seed hypocotyl ee I@i Engst) necethinely age 
In flowering plants, seeds develop coal) see-through ad. (esp. of clothing) translucent. 
inside fruits, which help the seeds to Bi, segment e 7. 1 cach of several parts into which a 
. Seals : thing is or can be divided or marked off. 2 Geom. a 
; disperse. Conifer seeds form on the °C ae entha yarn: part of a figure cut off by a line or plane intersect- 
| surface of cone scales. Bete calle rout, ing it. & circu. 3 Zool. each of the series of similar 


| BROAD BEAN 


( 


BLAGK BEAN 


anatomical units of which the bodv and limbs are 
composed in various animals. @ c.iniz & tr divide 
into segments. |from Latin segmentum] 0 segment- 


al ad. segmentally ad. segmentary adj. 
segmentation /. 

w 0 segregate v. I / put apart from the rest; isolate. 
2 & enforce racial segregation on (persons) or in (a 
community ¢te.). 3 mr separate from a mass and 
collect together. 4 infz, Biol. (of alleles) be transmit- 


ted independently of each other. [based on Latin 
segregalus ‘separated from the flock’ | 


EXANIPIGES OF OLE Rs SEEDS — 


a fi 


CONIVER SEEDS 


SWEET Coote iN Gay 


86 GO 


WHEAT GRAINS 


segregation 7. 1 enforced separation of racial 
groups ina community ete. 2 the act or an instance 
of segregating; the state of being segregated. 
O segregational «dj. segregationist 7. & ad). 

segue /seg-way/ esp. Alus. @ winir (segues, segued, 


LOWVL-IN-A\- STR AWBLRRY segueing) (usu. foll. by imo) go on without a pause. 
MISE SELDS SLEDS HONESTY @ 7. an uninterrupted transition from one song or 
APPLE SEEDS POPPY SELDS LNLARGED, (ENLARGLD} SLLDS melody to another. {Italian, literally follows’ 


seed e7. La Aa unit of reproduction (esp. in the 
form of grain) formed by flowering plants and 
gymnosperms capable of developing into another 
such plant. b seeds collectively, esp. as collected for 
sowing (kept for seed). 2 a semen. b milt. 3 cfoll. by 
of ; the beginning or initial germ of development 
(seeds uf doubl). 4 archaw offspring, descendants (/he 
seed of Abraham . 5 Sport a seeded player. @ uv 1 fy 
a place seeds in. b sprinkle with or as with seed. 
2 intr. sow seeds. 3 intr produce or drop seed. 4 tz 
remove seeds from tfruit etc.i. 3 é place a crystal o1 
crystalline substance in {a solution cic. to cause 
crystallization or condensation. 6 6. Sport a assign 
to a list position in a knockout competition so that 
strong Compeutors do not meet cach other in early 
rounds. b arrange (the order of play) in this way. 
7 ii go to seed. O go ‘or run, to seed 1 cease 
flowering as seed develops. 2 become degenerate, 
unkempt, ineflective, et [Old English] a seed- 
less «id. 

seedbed v7. 1 a bed of fine soil in which to sow 
seeds. 2 a place of development. 

seed cake 7. cake contaming whole seeds esp. of 
caraway as flavouring. 

seedcorn 7. 1 yood-quality corn kept for seed. 
2 Brit. assets reused for future profit or benefit. 

seeder 7. 1 a person or thing that secds. 2 a 
machine for sowing seed. esp. a drill. 

seed-head ». a flower head in seed. 

seedling 7. a young plant. esp. one raised from seed 


and not from a ¢ utting etc, C Gti RMINALI 


seedpearl 7. a very small pearl. 

seed potato 7. a potato kept tor seed, 
seedsman 7. //. -men, a dealer in seeds. 
seed-time vv, the sowing season, 

seed vessel . a pericarp 

seedy «ad. seedier, seediest) 1 full of seed. 
2 goiny to seed. 3 shabby-looking. in worn clothes. 
4 collog. unwell. 0 seedily adv. seediness 1 


seeing co. (usu loll. by that + clauses considering 


that. Inasmuch as, because wee hat you da not kno 
at yourself 
seek pavt and past fuot. sought La fr. mak 


search or inquiry for. b intr, (foll. by for, after) make a 
search or inquiry. 2 / a try or want to find or get. 
b ask for, request (seeks my aid). 3. tr (foll. by to + 
infin.) endeavour or try. 4 & make for or resort to 
(sought his bed; sought a fortune-teller;. 5 tr, archaic aim al, 
altcmpt. O seek out I search for and find. 2 single 
out for companionship, etc. to seek 1or much to 
seek or far to seek) esp. Brit. deficient, lacking, 01 
not yet found (the reason ts not far to seek). [Old 
English| 0 seeker 7. (also in coms). 

seem inl, 1 give the unpression or sensauon of 
being, 2 «foll. by ¢o + infin., appear or be perceived 
or ascertained ithey seem to have left}. 0 can’t seem 
to collog. seem unable to. do not seem to caolloy, 
somehow do not J do nol seem to ihe hin, it seems 
for would seem) (often toll, by ‘haf + clause: it 
appears to be true or the fact fin a_ hesitant. 
guarded, or ironical statement). [originally m sense 
‘to suit. befiv’: based on Old Norse sama ‘honour’ 

seeming! adj. 1 apparent but perhaps not real. 
2 apparent only; ostensible qusu. mi comb: seeming 
virtuous}. O seemingly ade. 

seeming? 7. /iterary 1 appearance, aspect. 2 decep- 
live appearance. 

seemly adj. (seemlier, seemliest) conforming to 
propriety or good taste: decorous, suitable. [from 
Old Norse semuli@, related to siim] G seemliness 1. 

seen pus! pail. of sta! 

seep i.i/r, ooze out; percolate slowly 

seepage wv. 1 the act of sceping 

2 the quantity that seeps out. Saas ve 

seer 7. La person who sees. 2a? 
prophet; a person who secs : 
Visions: a person of supposed z 
supernatural msight. = : 

seersucker 7. ® material of c 

linen, cotton. cte.. with a puck- 

ered surface, [from Persian sir uv i 


sahar, literally “milk and sugar’ | - - 
see-saw @ 7), 1 aia device consist- 

me of along plank balanced ona | / 

central support for children to sit . — 


on at cach end and move up and 


SEERSUCKER 


seigneur /sayn-yer/ n. (also seignior /sayn-yer/) 
a feudal lord; the lord of a manor. [from Old 
French| 0 seigneurial adj. seigniorial ad). 

seine /sayn/ @ 7. (also seine-net) ¥ a fishing net foi 
encircling fish, with {ldats at the top and weights at 
the bottom edge, and usu. hauled ashore. @ v.inir G ti: 
fish or catch with a seme. [from Greek sagené| 

O seiner 7. : 


floats 


SEINE: 
AG oi ie ect BINS) 


seise var. ol siizi 9. 
seismic /syz-mik/ adj. 1 of or relating to an carth- 
quake or earthquakes or other vibrations of the 
Earth and its crust. & baritauaKt. 
2 ol enormous proportions or 
effect. [based on Greek seamos 
‘earthquake’ | OQ seismal ad). 
seismical adj. seismically ai’ 
seismicity /syz-mis-ili/ 1. scis- 
= 4 mic acuvity; esp. the frequency ol 
7 earthquakes per unit area in a 
rCQion. 


seismo- /syz-moh/ comb. form 
= earthquake. [from Greek sedsmoas| 


, 
itt Rite 


= | seismogram /syz-m6-gram/ 7. 
a record given by a seismograph. 


CH SEISMOGE PH 


— — 


weighted net 


seismograph 


seismograph /syz-m6-grahf/ n. ¥ an instrument 
that records the force, direction, etc., of earthquakes. 
0 seismographic adj. seismographical az). 


pa SEISMOGRAPH 


weighted pen 
y records tremors 


rotating 


_ drum 


J 


movement a — 


of base 


\. setsmogram 


seismology /syz-mol-dji/ n. the scientific study 
and recording of earthquakes and related phenom- 
ena. O seismological adj. seismologically adv. 
seismologist 7. 

seize v. 1 / take hold of forcibly or suddenly. 
2 ir take possession of forcibly (serzed power). 
3 & take possession of by warrant or legal 
right. 4 & affect suddenly (panic seized us). 5 tr 
take advantage of (an opportunity). 6 & 
comprehend quickly or clearly. 7 intr (usu. foll. 
by on, upon) a take hold forcibly or suddenly. 
b take advantage eagerly (seized on a pretext). 
8 intr. (usu. foll. by up) a (of a moving part 
in a machine) become jammed. b (of 
part of the body etc.) become stiff. 9 fr 
(also seise) (usu. foll. by of ) Law put in 
possession of. 10 ¢ Naw. » fasten or 
attach (two ropes) by binding with turns 
of yarn etc. O seized (or seised) of 
1 possessing legally. 2 aware or informed 
of. [from Latin sacie ‘to appropriate’) 
Oo seizable adj. seizer n. 

seizure 7. 1 the act or an instance of 
seizing; the state of being scized. 2 a 
sudden fit or attack of apoplexy etc., a 
stroke. 

seldom e adv. rarely, not often. @ adj. rare, uncom- 
mon. {Old English] : 

select @ v7, choose, esp. as the best or most suitable. 
@ adj. 1 chosen for excellence or suitability; choice. 
2 (of a society ctc.) exclusive, cautious in admitting 
members. [from Latin selectus ‘selected’| 0 select- 
able adj. selectness 7. 

selectee 7. US a conscript. 

selection 7. 1 the act or an instance of selecting: 
the state of being selected. 2 a selected person or 
thing. 3 things from which a choice may be mace. 
4 Bul. the evolutionary process in which environ- 
mental and genetic influences determine which 
types of organism thrive better than others. 0 selec- 
tional adj. selectionally adv. 

selective ad. 1 using or characterized by selection. 
2 (of the memory etc.) selecting what is convenient. 
a selectively adv. selectiveness 1. selectivity 7. 

selector n. 1 a person who selects, esp. a represen- 
tative team in a sport. 2 a device that selects, esp. 
the required gear in a vehicle. 

selenium 7. Chem. a non-metallic clement occur- 
ring naturally in various metallic sulphide ores. 
[based on Greek seléné *nioon’| 

selenium cell 7. a piece of selenium used as a 
photoelectric device. 

selfe 7. (//. selves) 1 a person’s or thing’s own indi- 
viduality or essence (Aus true self). 2 a person or thing 
as the object of introspection or reflexive action (/he 
consciousness of self). 3 a one’s own interests or pleas- 
ure, b concentration on these. 4 Gommerce or collog. 


SEIZE? NAUTICAL 
BLOGK HLLID IN A 
SEIZED ROPE LOOP 


myself, yourself, himself, etc. (cheque drawn to self). 
5 used in phrs. equivalent to myself, yourself, himself, 
etc. ( your good selves). @ adj. 1 of the same colour as 
the rest or throughout. 2 (of a flower) of the natural 
wild colour. 3 (of colour) uniform, the same 
throughout. @ wz (usu. in passive) Bot. self-fertilize. 
D one’s better self one’s nobler impulses. one’s 
former (or old) self oneself as one formerly was. 
[Old English] 

self- comb. form expressing reflexive action: 1 of or 
directed towards oneself or itself (self-respect; self- 
cleaning). 2 by oneself or itself, esp. without external 
agency (self-evident). 3 on, in, for, or relating to 
oneself or itself (self-confident). 

self-abasement 7. the abasement or humiliation 
of oneself, cringing. 

self-abhorrence 7. the abhorrence of oneself; self- 
hatred. 

self-abnegation 7. = sii-piniat. 

self-absorption x. absorption in oneself. 0 self- 
absorbed ad. 

self-abuse 7. 1 the reviling or abuse of oneself. 
2 masturbation. 

self-accusation 7. the accusing of oneself. o self- 
accusatory adj. 

self-acting adj. acting without external influence or 

control: automatic. 

self-addressed «dj. (of an envelope 


Jat : “ 
I etc.) having one’s own address on for 
wee eet F a 

return communication. 

block self-adhesive adj. (of an envelope, 


label, etc.) adhesive, esp. without 
being moistened. 
self-adjusting adj. (of machinery 
etc.) adjusting itself o  self- 
adjustment 7. 
self-advancement ». the advance- 
ment of oneself. 


rope 


loop 


self-advertisement n. the adycrtis- 
ing or promotion of onesclf. o self- 
advertiser //. 
self-aggrandizement 7. (also 
-isement) the act or process of 
trying to make oneself more power- 
ful. o self-aggrandizing ad). 
self-analysis x. Psychol. the analysis ol 
oneself, one’s motives, character, etc. 
self-appointed «dj. designated so by 
oneself, not authorized by another (a self-appoited 
guardian). 
self-assembly n. (often atirth.) the construction of 
furniture etc. from materials sold in kit form. 
self-assertion 7. the aggressive promotion of 
oneself, one’s views, etc. 0 self-assertive ad). self- 
assertiveness /. 
self-assurance 7. confidence in one’s own abilities 
etc. 0 self-assured ad). self-assuredly adi. 
self-aware adj. conscious of one’s character, feel- 
ings, motives, etc. GO self-awareness 7. 
self-betrayal 7. 1 the betrayal of oneself. 2 the 
inadvertent revelation of one’s true thoughts ete. 
self-build 7. (often atiib.) the building of homes by 
their future owners (self-build cooperative). O self- 
builder 7. 
self-catering /7i/. @ ad}. (esp. of a holiday or holi- 
day premises) providing rented accommodation 
with cooking facilities but without food. e@ n. the 
activity of catering for oneself in rented temporary 
or holiday accommodation. 
self-censorship 7. the censoring of oneself. 
self-centred adj. preoccupied with one’s own 
personality or affairs; selfish. 0 self-centredly ad: 
self-centredness 1. 
self-certify v./r Brit. 1 attest to in writing (a thing 
concerning oneself). 2 (as self-certified ad). 
acquired as a result of such attestation self certified 
loan).  self-certification 7. 
self-cleaning adj. ‘esp. of an oven) cleaning itself 
when heated ete. 


self-depreciation 


self-closing adj. (of a door etc.) closing automat- 
ically. 

self-cocking adj. (of a gun) with the hammer raised 
by the trigger, not by hand. 

self-collected ad. composed, sclf- 
assured. 

self-coloured ad. (US self- 
colored) 1 a having the 
same colour throughout. 
b (of material) natural; 
undyed. 2 a » (of a 
flower) of uniform 
colour, b having: its 
colour unchanged by 
cultivation or hybridiza- 
tion. 

self-command ». = 
SLLE-CON TROL, 

self-conceit 7. = 
SELI-SATISEACTION. O sel f- 
conceited ad). 

self-condemnation 7. 1 the blaming of oneself. 
2 the inadvertent revelation of one’s own sin, 
crime, etc. 

self-confessed adj. openly admitting oneself to be 
(a self-confessed thief }. 

self-confidence 7. = svit-\ssuRancr.. 
confident ad. self-confidently adv. 

self-congratulation 7. = siii-sariseciion. G self- 
congratulatory ad). 


SELF-COLOURED 
DAHLIA 


oO self- 


self-conscious adj. 1 unduly aware of one’s 
appearance or actions through embarrassment or 
shyness. 2 Philos. having knowledge of one’s own 
existence; self-contemplating, 0 self-consciously 
adv. self-consciousness /. 

self-consistent adj. (of parts of the same wholc 
cite.) consistent; not conflicting, oO self- 
consistency /. 

self-constituted ad. (of a person, group, etc.) 
assuming a function without authorization or right. 

self-contained adj. 1 (of a person) uncommunica- 
ve; independent. 2 Brit. (of accommodation) 
complete in itself. o self-containment n. 

self-contempt 7. contempt for onesclf. a self- 
contemptuous “7/. 

self-contradiction 7. intcrnal 
Oo self-contradictory ad). 

self-control n. the power of controlling one’s 
behaviour, emotions, etc. o self-controled ad). 

self-correcting ad. correcting itself without exter- 
nal help. 

self-created ad). created by oneself or itself. o self- 
creation n. 

self-critical ad. critical of oneself, one’s abilities, 
etc. 0 self-criticism 7. 


inconsistency. 


self-deception 1. deceiving oneself esp. concerning 
one’s true fechngs etc. o self-deceit 7. self- 
deceiver n. self-deceiving adj. self-deceptive ad). 
self-defeating adj. (of an attempt, action, etc.) 
doomed to failure because of internal inconsist- 
encies ete. 


self-defence n. 1 a defence of oneself, one’s rights 
or position (hit him in self-defence). 2 an instance ol 
aggression in such defence (i reas self-defence). 0 the 
noble art of self-defence self- 
defensive ad). 

self-delusion 7. the act or an instance of deluding 
oneself. 


boxing. 


self-denial ». the denial of one’s own interests. 
needs, cte.; sell-sacrifice. O self-denying ad). 
self-deprecation 7». the act of disparaging o1 
helitting oneself. o self-deprecating adj. self- 
deprecatingly »/ self-deprecatory 

ws Usage Sut | Serre \ te. 0m 

Oo self- 


self-depreciation 7. = siii-pirric aii, 


depreciatory ad 


w Usage Sec Usage Note at mire vii 


self-destroying 


self-destroying adj. dlestroying oneself or itself: 

self-destruct orig. .\. Amer: @ v.inir. of a spacecraft, 
bomb, etc.) explode or clisintegrate automatically, 
esp. when pre-set to do so. @ alirib.ad. enabling a 
thing to self-destruct (a self-destruct device). 


self-destruction n. 1 the process or an act of 


Amer. the 
a self- 


destroying oneself or itself. 2 orig. \. 
process or an act of  self-destructing, 
destructive adj. self-destructively ad:. 

self-determination 7. 1 a nation’s right to deter- 
mine its own allegiance. government, etc. 2 the 
ability to act with free will. a self-determined adj. 
self-determining «d), 

self-development ». the development of oneself, 
one’s abilities, ete. 

self-discipline ». the act of or ability to apply 
oneself; self-control. a self-disciplined ad). 

self-discovery 1. the process of acquiring insight 
into one’s character, desires, ete. 

self-disgust 7. disgust with oneself. 

self-doubt ». lack of confidence in onesell! 

self-drive ad). Bri!. .of a hired vehicle) driven by the 
hirer. 

self-educated «dj. eclucatecd by oneself by reading 
etc.. without formal mstruction. o self-education 1. 

self-effacing adj. retiring; modest. oc self- 
effacement 1. self-effacingly «di. 

self-employed ad. working as a freelance or 
other of a business etc, a self-employment 1. 

self-esteem 7. a good Opinion of oneself. 

self-evident a). cee without the 
evidence or further explanation. oO self-evidence 
n. self-evidently adi. 

self-examination 7. 1 the study of one’s own 
conduct, reasons, etc. 2 the examining of one’s 
body for signs of illness ete. 

self-existent aq), existing without prior cause. 

self-explanatory «dj. not needing explanation. 

self-expression 1. the expression of one’s feelings. 
thoughts, etc, oO self-expressive «d). 

self-fertile adj. of a plant etc. 
Oo self-fertility 1. 

self-fertilization ». the fertilization of plants and 
some invertebrate animals by their own pollen or 
sperm. O self-fertilized adj. self-fertilizing «/). 

self-financing adj. that finances itself esp. (of a 
project or undertaking, that pays for its own imple- 
mentation or continuation. O self-financed ad). 


self-fertilizing. 


self-flagellation 1. 1 the tlagellation of oneself, 
esp. as a form of religious discipline, 2 excessive 
self-criticism. 

self-forgetful cj. wnscllish. 0 self-forgetfulness n. 
self-fulfilling ad. vof a prophecy, forecast, ete.) 
bound to come true as a result of its bemg macle. 
self-fulfilment ))../°\ -fulfillment the fulfilment 
of one’s own hopes and ambitions, 
self-generating 7. generated by itself or oneself. 
self-glorification 1. the proclamation of oncself, 
one’s abilities, ete.. boasting, 

self-governing ad. 1 (of a British hospital or 
school) having opted out of local authority control. 
2 esp. of a former colony ctce.. administering its 
own alfans 

self-government n.1 esp. of a former colony ete. 
government by its own people 
0 self-governed «//). 

self-hate 2. = s1ii-ikin. 

self-hatred hatred of 
actual self when contrasted with one’s imaginect 
sell. 

self-help #. :oticn altri: 1 the theory that individ- 
nals should provide for their own support and 
Improvement in 2 the act o1 
providing for or improving onescll self help groups . 

selfhood 


EXISTONCC, 


eee sas = SEEP-CONT ROT, 


oneself, esp. of one’s 


SOC ety, 


personality; separate and conscious 
self-image 7, one’s own idea or picture of oneself. 


esp. in velation to others 


need of 


faculty of 


self-immolation n. the offering of oneself as a 
sacrifice. 

self-importance 7. a high opinion of oneself; 
pompousness. OG self-important ad. self- 
importantly adr. 

self-imposed adj. (of a task or condition ctc.) 
imposed on and by oneself’ (se//-amposed exile). 

self-improvement 7. the improvement of one’s 
own position or disposition by one’s own efforts. 

self-induced adj. induced by oneself or itself. 

self-indulgent adj. { indulging oneself in pleasure, 
idleness, ete. 2 (of a work of art etc.) lacking econ- 
omy and control. Oo self-indulgence 7. self- 
indulgently adv. 

self-inflicted aq. inflicted by and on oneself. 

self-interest 7. one’s personal mtcrest or advan- 
luge. O self-interested av). 

self-involved ad. wrapped up in oneself or one’s 
own thoughts. o self-involvement 1. 

selfish adj. 1 concerned chicfly with one’s own 
profit or pleasure; actuated by selfinterest. 2 (of a 
mouye ctc.) appealing to self-interest. o selfishly 
adv. selfishness 1. 

self-justification 1. the justification or excusing of 
onesclf. o self-justifying dj. 

self-knowledge 7. the understanding of oneself, 
ones mouves. etc. 

selfless adj. unsclfish. 0 selflessly adc. selfless- 
Ness 

self-loading ad. ‘csp. of a gun) loading itself 
Oo self-loader ». 

self-locking adj. locking itsclf. 

self-love 7. 1 selfishness; sclfindulgence. 2 Philos. 
regard for one’s own well-being and happiness. 

self-made «ad. 1 successful or rich by one’s own 
effort. 2 made by oneself. 

self-mocking a7). mocking oneself or itself. 

self-motivated «aj, acting on one’s own initiative. 
O self-motivation 7. 

self-murder 7. = si ini la. 0 self-murderer 1. 

self-mutilation 7. the mutilation of oneself. 

self-neglect 7. neglect of oneself. 

self-opinionated «dj. 1 stubbornly adhcring to 
one’s Own opinions. 2 arrogant. G self-opinion 7. 

self-parody 1. the act or an instance of parodying 
oneself. 0 self-parodying «dj. 

self-perpetuating dj. perpetuating itself or oneself 
without external agency. o self-perpetuation 7. 

self-pity ”. extreme sorrow for one’s own troubles 
etc. O self-pitying ad). self-pityingly ad. 

self-pollination 1. the pollination of a flower by 
pollen from the same plant. co self-pollinated ad. 
self-pollinating adj. self- 
pollinator n. 

self-portrait 7. a portrait 
ov description of an artist, 
writer, ete., by himself or 
herself. 

adj. calm 
o self- 


self-possessed 
and) composed. 
possession 7. 
self-preservation ». 1 the 
preservation of one’s own 
life. safety. ete. 2 this as a 
insunet oof human 
bemes and animals. 
self-proclaimed «dj. pro- 
claimed by oneself or itsell 
to be such, 


basic 


self-propagating adj. able 
to propagate itself. 
self-propelled «ij. csp. 0! 
a motor vehicle ete. pro- 
pelled by its own power 
0 self-propelling «/). 
self-protection 7. protcct- 
inv oneself or itsell) o self- 
protective a). 


SELF-PORTRAIT BY 
VINGINT VAS GOGH 1887 


self-supporting 


self-raising adj. Bril. (of flour) having a raising 
agent already added. 

self-realization 7. 1 the development of one’s 
faculties, abilities, etc, 2 this as an ethical principle. 

self-referential adj. charactenzed by or making 
reference to oneself or itself. self-referentiality n. 

self-regard n. 1 a proper regard for oneself. 
2 asclfishness. b conceit. 0 self-regarding ad. 

self-regulating adj. regulating oneself or itself 
without intervention. o self-regulation 7. self- 
regulatory adj. 

self-reliance 7, 
ete.; independence. 
reliantly ad:. 

self-renewal 7. the act or process of renewing 
oneself or itself. 

self-reproach 7. rcproach directed at oneself. 
ao self-reproachful ad). 

self-respect 7. respect for 
respecting ad). 

self-restraint 7). = s1i-conrro... 0 self-restrained 
adj. 

self-revealing adj. revealing 
motives, etc. 0 self-revelation 7. 

self-righteous ad. excessively conscious of or 
insistent on one’s rectitude. correctness, etc. O self- 
righteously ad. self-righteousness 7. 

self-righting adj. (of a boat) righting itself when 
capsized, 

self-rising ad. (S = sutr-raisinc. 

self-rule 7, = suui-cov~rastent 1. 

self-sacrifice 7. the negation of one’s own inter- 
ests. wishes, ete., in favour of those of others. 
O self-sacrificing «dj. 

selfsame «atirh.adj. (prec. by the) the very same (the 
selfsame village). 


reliance on one’s own resources 
0 self-reliant ad. self- 


onesclf. oO self- 


one’s character, 


self-satisfaction 7. excessive satisfaction with 
oneself; complacency. 0 self-satisfied ad). 

self-sealing «dj. 1 (ofa tyre, fuel tank, etc.) auto- 
matically able to seal small punctures. 2 (of an 
envelope) self-adhesive. 

self-seed ».in/r. (of a plant) propagate itself by seed. 
O self-seeder n. self-seeding «dj. 

self-seeking @ adj. seeking one's own welfare 
hefore that of others. @ 2. the activity of doing this. 
aself-seekern. * 

self-selection 7». the act of selecting oneself o1 
itself. Oo self-selecting ad). 

self-service e adj. (often attrib.) 1 (of a shop, restaur- 
ant, garage, etc.) where customers serve themsclves 
and pay at a checkout ete. 2 (of a machine) serving 
goods alter the insertion of coins. @ n. collog. a self- 
service store, garage. ctc. 

self-serving adj. G n. = scu- 
SELINING. 

self-slaughter 7. = suicive 7. 
la. 

self-sown adj. grown from 
seed scattered naturally. 

self-starter ». 1 an electric 
appliance for starting a 
motor vehicle engine with- 
out the use of a crank. 2 an 
ambitious person who needs 
No external mouvation. 

self-sterile ad. Bio/, not self- 
fertilizing, O self-sterility 7. 

self-styled «dj. called so by 
oneself (@ se/f-ytyled artist). 

self-sufficient «dj. 1 a necd- 
ing nothing; independent. 
b able to supply one’s 
needs from one’s awn 
resources, 2 content. with 
ones OWN Opimion; arro- 
gant. O self-sufficiency 7. 
self-sufficiently adz. 

self-supporting adj. 1 cap- 
able of maimtaining oneself 


self-sustaining 


SEMAPHORE 


Semaphore may have originated from the 
ancient Greeks and Romans, who used flags 
to signal over short distances. The invention 
of the telescope around 1600 increased the 
range of semaphore systems, and until the 
early 1900s semaphore was widely used by 
the navy as a means of communication 


THE SEMAPHORE ALPHABET 


technology, ships sailing close to each other 
still occasionally use semapHore. The system 
can be used to express letters or numbers: 
the signals for the first nine letters of the 
alphabet double for the numbers one to nine 
(‘J is zero) when preceded by the ‘numbers 
follow’ signal. Messages can be sent at a rate 


between ships. Even with today’s sophisticated of around 25 words per minute. 
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or itself financially, 2 staying up or standing with- 
out external aid. o self-support n. 
self-sustaining adj. sustaining onesclf or itself. 
O self-sustained «dj. ; 
self-tapping «7. (of a screw) able 
to cut its own thread. 
self-taught ad. educated or trained 
by oneself. not externally. 


non- 
lapered self-torture 7, the inflicting of pain, 
edge esp. mental, on onesel. 


self-understanding 1). 1 the act or 
an instance of comprehending one’s 
actions and reactions. 2 sympathetic 
tolerance or awareness of oneself, 

self-willed adj. obstinately pursu- 


ing one’s own wishes. G self-wall . 


self-winding ad. (of a watch etc.) 
TAPPING having an automatic winding 
SCREW apparatus. 


self-worth 2. = sii 1-usiiM. 
sell e & (pas! and past part. soldi 1 tr make over or 
dispose of in exchange for money. 2 7 keep a stock 
of for sale ido_you sell candles?), 3 a intr. (of goods) be 
purchased (¢hese are selling well), b tx (of a publica- 
tion or recording) attain sales of (a specitied 
number of copies: (/he book has sold 10,000 copies). 
4 intr. (toll. by at, for) have a specitied price (sells al 
Lo. 5 ta betway for money or other reward \se/l 
one’s country). b offer dishonourably for money or 
other reward: make a matter of corrupt bargaining 
(sell justice; sell one’s honour), 6 tr. a advertise or publish 
the merits of. b inspire with a desire to buy o1 


acquire or agree to something. 7 fr: cause to be sold 
(the author's name alone rwill sell many copies). @ n. collog. 
1 a manner of selling (soft sell). 2 a deception or 
disappointment. a sell off scl! the remainder of 
igoods, at reduced prices. sell oneself 1 promote 
one’s own abilities. 2 a offer one’s services dishon- 
ourably for money or other reward. b be a prosti- 
tute. sell out 1 a sell all one’s stock of a 
comunodity (the shop sold out of bread). b he 
completely or all sold (eckets are quickly selling out). ¢ (of 
a performance etc.) sel all its uckets (the Christmas 
pantomime always sells out), d (also absol.) dispose of 
the whole of ‘one’s property, shares, etc.) by sale. 
2 aabandon one’s principles, honourable aims, ctc. 
for personal gain. b betway (a person etc.). sell the 
pass sce piss*. sell short disparage, under- 
estimate. sell up Brit, 1 sell one’s business, house, 
etc. 2 sell the goods of (a debtor). sold on collog. 
enthusiastic about. |Old English] o sellable ad). 


sell-by date ». br. the latest recommended date of 


sale. 

seller 1. 1 a person who sells, 2 a commodity that 
sells well or badly. o seller’s ‘or sellers’) market 
an economic position in which goods are scarce 
and expensive. 

selling point 1. an advantageous [cature, 

selling race 7. a horse race after which the winning 
horse must be auctioned. 

sell-off 7. 1 the privatization of a state company by 
a sale of shares. 2 esp. US Stockh Exch. a sale or 
disposal of bonds, shares, etc. 3 a sale, esp. to 
dispose of property. 


semi-detached 


Sellotape Brit. @ 7. propr. adhesive usu. transparent 
cellulose or plastic tape. e@ vr (sellotape) fix with 
Sellotape. [based on alteration of criieLosr] 

sell-out 7. 1 a commercial success, esp. the selling 
of all tickets for a show. 2 a betrayal. 

selvedge n. (also selvage) 1 an edging that 
prevents cloth from unravelling (either an edge 
along the warp or a specially woven edging). 2 a 
border of different material or finish intended to be 
removed or hidden. [Middle English] 

selves p/. of sir. 

semantic ad. relating to meaning in language. 
[from Greek sémantikos ‘significant] O seman- 
tically ad: 

semantics 7.//, (usu. treated as sing) the branch of 
linguistics concerned with meaning. 0 seman- 
ticist 7. 

semaphore e 1. 1 \fi/, etc. <4.a system of sending 
messages by holding the arms or two flags in 
certain positions according to an alphabetic code. 
2 a signalling apparatus consisting of a post with a 
movable arm or arms. lanterns, etc. > SIGNAL. 
@ iin: G tr signal or send by semaphore. [from 
French sémaphore| 0 semaphoric ad). semaphor- 
ically ad:. 

semblance n. 1 the outward or superficial appear- 
ance of something (pui on a semblance of anger). 
2 resemblance. [from Old French] 

semeiology var. of snMioLocy. 


ie 

semeiotics var. of s_Mlorics. i 

semen 7. the reproductive fluid of male animals. 
[Latin, literally ‘seed’| 

semester /si-mes-ter/ 7. a half-year course or term 
in (esp. German and US) universities. [German] 

semi 7. (f/, semis) collog. 1 Brit. a semi-detached 
house. 2 a semi-final. 3..\) Amer G Austral. a semi- 
trailer. 

semi- prefix 1 half (semicircle). 2 partly (semi-official; 
semi-detached). 3 almost (a semi-smile\. 4 occurring 
or appearing twice in a specified period (semi- 
annual, 

semiaquatice ad. 1 (of an animal) living partly on 
land and partly in water. 2 (of a plant) growing in 
very wet ground. 

semi-automatic ad. 1 partially automatic. 2 (of a 
firearm) haying a mechanism for continuous load- 
ing but not for continuous fring. 

semi-autonomous ad. 1 partly self-governing. 
2 acting to some degree independently or having 
the partial {freeclom to do so. 

semi-basement 7. a storey partly below ground 
level. 

semibreve ». esp. Brit, Aw. the longest note now in 
common use, having the time value of two miunims 
or four crotchets, and represented! by a ring with no 
stem. B NOTION 

semicircle 7. 1 half of a circle or of its circumter- 
ence. & circu. 2 a set of objects ranged in, or an 
object forming, a semicircle. 

semicircular adj. 1 forming or shaped like a semi- 
circle. 2 arranged as or in a semicircle. 

semicircular canal 7. cach of three fluid-filled 
channels in the ear giving information to the brain 
to help maintain balance, & iver 1k 

semi-civilized adj. partially civilized. 

semicolon 7. a punctuation mark (;) of intermedi- 
ate value between a comma and full stop. 

semiconducting adj. having the properties of a 
semiconductor. 

semiconductor 7. a solid substance that is a non- 
conductor when pure or at a low temperature but 
has a conductivity between that of insulators and 
that of most metals when containing a suitable 
unpuriy ov at a higher temperature, 

semi-conscious ad). partially conscious. 

semi-darkness adj. icsp. in phr. in the semi- 
darkness partial darkness. 

semi-detached @ ai/j.(o! a house joined to another 
on one side only, @ 7. Brij, a semi-detached house, 


semi-final 


semi-final 7. a match or round immediately 
preceding the final. o semi-finalist 7. 

semi-fluid adj. of a consistency between solid and 
hiquid. 

semi-independent adj. 1 a partially independent 
of control or authority. b partially self-governing. 
2 partially independent of financial support from 
public funds. 

semi-invalid 7). a partially disabled or somewhat 
infirm person. 

semi-liquid ad. = stmiiriv. 

semi-literate adj. 1 unable to read or write with 
ease or fluency; poorly educated. 2 derog having 
little interest in literature. 3 derog. (of a text) display- 
ing a lack of literacy on the part of the author. 
Osemi-literacy 7. 

semi-lunar adj. shaped like a half-moon or cres- 
cent. 

seminal adj. 1 a of or relating to semen. b of o1 
relating to the seeds of plants. 2 a (of ideas etc.) 
providing the hasis for future development. b (of a 
person, literary work, etc.) central to the under- 
standing of a subject; influential. [from Latin 
seminalis| 0 seminally adv. 

seminal fluid 7. semen. 

seminar 7. 1 a small class at a university etc. for 
discussion and research. 2 a short intensive course 
of study. 3 a conference of spectalists. [Gserman] 

seminary 1. ( //. -ies) 1 a training college for priests, 
rabbis, etc. 2a place of education or development. 
{from Latin seminanum ‘seedbed’] 0 seminarian 1. 
seminarist ”. 

semi-official adj. 1 partly official. 2 (of communi- 
cations) made by an official with the stipulation 
that the source should not be revealed. o semi- 
officially ad:. 

semiology 7. (also semeiology, = simorics. 
[based on Greek sémeion “sign’] 0 semiological ad). 
semiologist 7. 

semi-opaque ad). partially transparent. 

semiotics 7. (also semeiotics; the study of signs 
and symbols in various ficlds, esp. language. [based 
on Greek sémeidtikos ‘of signs | GQ semiotic ad). 
semiotical adj. semuiotically ad. semiotician 1. 

semi-permanent aij. rather less than permanent. 

semi-permeable ad). (of a membrane etc.) select- 
ively permeable, esp. allowing passage of a solvent 
but not of certain solutes. 

semi-precious adj. ;of a gem) less valuable than a 
precious stone. 

semi-pro adj. G n. (pl. -os) US collog. = sem 
PROPLSSTION AL. 

semi-professional @ ad). 1 recciving payment for 
an activity but not relying on it for a living. 2 involy- 
ing semi-professionals. @ 7”. a semi-professional 
musician. sportsman, etc 

semiquaver 7. esp. Bri. Afus. a note having the 
time value of half a quaver and represented by a 
large dot with a two-hooked stem. & Norton 

semi-retired ad). having partially retired from 
employment. O semi-retirement 7. 

semi-skilled «dj, of work or a worker) having o1 
needing some trainmg but less than for a skilled 
worker. 

semi-skimmed ad. \of milk) 
cream has heen skimmed, 


from which some 


semi-solid dj, viscous. semiu-fluid. 
semi-sweet a7). slightly sweetened. 
Semite 7. a 


member of any of the peoples 


supposed to be descended from Shem, son of 


Noah Gen. 10:2] ff), including esp. the Jews, 
Arabs. Assyrians. Babyvlomans. and) Phoenicians. 
[based on Greek Sm ‘Shem'| a Semitism 7. 
Semitize #./). also -ise . Semitization 7. 

Semitic «dj. 1 of or relating to the Semites, esp. the 
Jews. 2 of or relating to the languages of the family 
eluding Hebrew anc Arabic 

semitone #/. Ai. the smallest interval used in clas- 
sical European music: half a tone. 


semi-trailer 7. a trailer having wheels at the back 
but supported at the front by a towing vehicle. 

semi-transparent adj. partially or imperfectly 
transparent. 

semivowel 7. 1 a sound intermediate between a 
vowel and a consonant (e.g. w, y). 2 a letter repre- 
senting this. [after Latin semivocalis] 

semolina 7. 1 the hard grains left after the milling 
of flour, used in puddings etc. and in pasta. 2 a 
pudding etc. made of this. [based on Latin semila 
flour | 

sempstress var. of Sram tRiss. 

Semtex n. a very pliable, oclourless plastic explo- 
sive. 

SEN abby, (in the UR) State Enrolled Nurse. 

Sen. abbr. 1 Senior. 2 US a Senator. b Senate. 

senate 7. (often Senate) 1 a legislative body, esp. 
the smaller upper assembly in the US, France, and 
other countries, in states of the US. etc. 2 the 
governing body of a university or (in the US) of a 
college. 3 Rom.Hist. the State council of the repub- 
lic and empire. [from Latin senatus] 

senator 7. 1 a member of a senate. 2 (in Scotland) a 
Lord of Session. o senatorial adj. senatorship 7. 

send ¢. ( pas/ and past part. sent) 1 (7. a order or cause 
to go or be conveyed (send a message to headquarters; 
sent me a book; sends goods all over the world). b propel; 
cause to move (send a bullet: sent him flying). ¢ cause to 
become (send into raptures: send lo sleep). A dismiss with 
or without force (sent her away: sent him about his bust- 
ness). 2 intr. send a message or letter (he sent to warn 
me). 3. tr. (of God, providence, etc.) grant or bestow 
or inflict; bring about; cause to be (send rain; send a 
judgement. send her victorious!). 4 t% slang put into 
ecstasy, 0 send away for send an order to a dealer 
for (goods). send down Bri/. 1 rusticate or expel 
from a university. 2 sentence to imprisonment. 
send for 1 summon. 2 order by post. send in 
1 cause to go in. 2 submit (an entry etc.) for a 
competition etc. send off 1 get ta letter, parcel, 
etc.) dispatched. 2 attend the departure of (a 
person) as a sign of respect etc. 3 Sport (of a referee 
order (a player) to leave the field. send off for = 
vend aeay for. send on transmit to a further destin- 
ation or in advance of one’s own arrival. send a 
person to Coventry see Cov.srry, send up 
1 cause to go up. 2 transmit to a higher authority. 
3 collog. sativize or ridicule, esp. by mimicking. 4 US 
sentence to imprisonment. send word send 
information. [Old English] a sender n. 

send-off 7. a demonstration of goodwill etc. at the 
departure of a person, the start of a project, ete. 

send-up 2”. col/og. a satire or parody. 

senesce wini grow old. [from Latin 
© senescence rn. senescent “id. 

seneschal 7. his!. the steward or major-domo of a 
medieval great house. [from medieval Latin 
seniscalus| 


Senescere| 


senhor /scn-yor/ 7. a title used of or to a 
Portuguese or Brazilian man. [Portuguese] 
senhora /sen-yor-a/ n. a title used of or to a 
Portuguese woman or a Brazilian married woman. 
| Portuguese] 

a title used of or 
unmarried woman. 


senhorita /sen-y6-ree-ta/ 7. 
to a young Brazilian esp 
[Portuguese] 

senile adj. 1 of or characteristic of old age (senzle 
apathy; senile decay). 2 having the weaknesses or 
cliseases of old age. [from ie sentlis| a senility 7. 

senile dementia /”. a severe form of mental cdeteri- 
oration in old age, characterized by loss of memory 
and control of bodily functions. 

senior e adj. 1 more or most advanced in age or 
standing, 2 of high or highest position. 3 (placed 
after a person's name) senior to another of the 
same name, 4 Bri. cof a school) haying pupils in an 
older age range. 5 US of the final year at a univer- 
sity. high school, etc. @ x. 1a person of advanced 
age or comparatively long service ete. 2 one’s elder, 
or one’s superior in length of service, membership, 


sense 


etc. (is my senior). 3 a senior student. [Latin, literally 
‘older, older man’] 0 seniority 7. 

senior aircraftman 71. (fem. senior aircraft- 
woman) the rank above leading aircraftman in the 
RAF et 

senior citizen 7, an old-age pensioner. 

senior high school 7. .V. Amer. a secondary school 
comprising usu. the three highest grades. 

senior management 7. I the highest level of 
management in an organization, immediately 
below the board of directors. 2 the managers at 
this level. 

senior nursing officer 7. Bri. the person in 
charge of nursing services in a hospital. 

senior officer 7. an officer to whom a junior is 
responsible. 

senior partner 7. the head of a firm. 

senior registrar 7. a hospital doctor undergoing 
specialist training, one grade below that of consult- 
ant. 

senior service 7. Bri/. the Royal Navy as opposed 
to the Army. 

senna 7. 1 » a cassia tree. 
2 a laxative prepared 
from the dried pods of 
this. [from Arabic sand] 

senor /sen-yor/ 7. (pl. 
senores /-ez/) a ttle 
used of or to a Spanish- 
speaking man. [Span- 
ish] 

senora /sen-yor-a/ 7. a 
title used of or to a 
Spanish-speaking 
married woman. [Span- 
ish] 

senorita /sen-y0-ree- 
ta/ n.a title used of or 
to a young Spanish- 
speaking esp. unmagried woman. [Spanish] 

sensation 7. 1 the consciousness of perceiving or 
seeming to perceive some state or condition of 
one’s body or its parts or of the senses; an instance 
of such consciousness (Jost all sensation in my left arm; 
the sensation of falling; a burning sensation in his leg). 2 an 
awareness or impression (created the sensation of time 
passing; a sensation of being watched). 3 a a stirring of 
emotions or intense interest esp. among a large 
group of people (the news caused a sensation). b a 
person, event, etc.. causing such interest. [from 
medieval Latin sensatio| 

sensational adj. 1 causing or intended to cause 
great public excitement etc. 2 of or causing sensa- 
ion. 0 sensationalize 2: /7, (also -ise). sensation- 
ally ad. 

sensationalism 7. the use of or interest in the 
sensational. O sensationalist n. & adj. sensa- 
tionalistic aq). 

sense @ 7. 1 a any of the special bodily faculties by 
which sensation is roused (has keen senses; has a dull 
sense of smell). b sensitiveness of all or any of these. 
2 the ability to perceive or feel. 3 (foll. by of) 
consciousness (sense of having done well. sense of one’s 
oun wnportance). 4 a quick or accurate appreciation, 
understanding, or instinct regarding a specified 
matter (sense of the ridiculous: road sense; the moral sense). 
b the habit of basing one’s conduct on such 
instinct. 3 practical wisdom or judgement, 
common sense; conformity to these (has plenty of 
vense, what is the sense of talking like that?: has more sense 
than to do that), 6 a a meaning; the way in which a 
word etc. is to be understood (ihe sense of the word is 
clear, 1 mean that in the literal sense). b intelligibility or 
coherence. 7 the prevailing opinion among a 
number of people (take the sense of the meeting). 8 tin 
pl.) a person’s sanity or normal state of mind. 
@ vr, 1 perceive by a sense or senses. 2 be vaguely 
aware of. 3 realize. 4 (of a machine etc.) detect. 
5 US understand. 0 bring a person te his or her 
senses I cure a person of folly. 2 restore a person 


closed pod 


seed 


SENNA: DRIED PODS 
OF THE GASSIA TREE 


(Cassia senna) 


senseless 


to consciousness, come to one’s senses 1 regain 
consciousness. 2 become sensible after acting fool- 
ishly. in a (or one) sense if the statement is under- 
stood in a particular way (what you say ts true in a 
sense). iM one’s senses sane. make sense be 
intelligible or practicable. make sense of show or 
find the meaning of. out of one’s senses in or 
into a state of madness (is out of her senses; frightened 
him out of his senses). take leave of one’s senses 
go mad. [from Latin sensus ‘faculty of feeling, 
thought, meaning’] 

senseless ad. 1 unconscious. 2 wildly foolish. 
3 without meaning or purpose. 4 incapable of 
sensation. O senselessly adv. senselessness n. 

sense of direction 7. the ability to know without 
guidance the direction in which one is or should be 
moving. 

sense of humour see sumour 7. 2. 

sense organ 7. a bodily organ conveying (esp. 
external) stimuli to the sensory system. 

sensibility z. (//. -ies) 1 a openness to emotional 
impressions; susceptibility, sensitiveness (sensibility to 
Aindness). b archawc an exceptional or excessive 
degree of this (sense and sensibility). 2 a (in pl.) 
emotional capacities or feelings (was limited in his 
sensibilities). b (in sing. or pl.) a person’s moral, 
emouonal, or aesthetic ideas or standards (offended 
the senstbilities of believers). 3 sensitivity to sensory 
stimuli (sensibility in the retina). [from Late Latin 
sensibilitas | 


w Usage Sensibility should not be used in standard 
English as a noun corresponding to sense 1 of sens- 
ible, i.e. it does not mean ‘possession of common 
sense’. The correct noun to use is sensibleness: alter- 
natively, a phrase such as good sense can be used. 


sensible ad. 1 having or showing wisdom or 
common sense (a@ sensible person; a sensible compromise). 
2 a perceptible by the senses (sensible phenomena). 
b great enough to be perceived (a sensible difference). 
3 (of clothing etc.) practical. 4 (foll. by of) aware; 
not unmindful (was sensible of hes peril). [from Old 
French] # sensibleness 7. sensibly adv. 


a Usage See Usage Note at sensipiivy. 


sensitive adj. 1 (often foll. by 0) very open to or 
acutely affected by external stimuli or mental 
impressions; having sensibility. 2 (of a person) 
easily offended or emotionally hurt. 3 (often foll. by 
to) (of an instrument etc.) responsive to or recording 
slight changes. 4 (often foll. by é0) a (of photo- 
graphic materials) prepared so as to respond (esp. 
rapidly) to the action of hight. b (of any material) 
readily affected by or responsive to external action. 
5 (of a topic etc.) subject to restriction of discussion 
to prevent embarrassment, ensure security, etc. 
[from medheval Latin sensiwvus| O sensitively adv. 
sensitiveness 7. 
sensitive plant 7. 
1 <a plant whose 
leaves curve down- 
wards and leaflets 
fold together when 
touched, esp. Alim 
asa pudwa. 2 a sensi- 
tive person. 
sensitivity 7. (pi. 
-ies) 1 the quality 
or degree of being 
sensitive. 2 (in pi.) 
fine differences of 
feeling, attitude, or 
reaction. 


sensitize vf. (also 
-ise) I make sensi- 
tive. 2 Photog make 
sensitive to light. 3 make (an organism etc.) 
abnormally sensitive to a foreign substance. 
0 sensitization 7. sensitizer 7. 


SENSITIVE PLANT 
(Mimosa pudica) 


sensor 7. a device which detects o1 measures a 
physical property. 


sensory adj. of sensation or the senses. [based 
on Latin sentire sens- ‘to feel’| O sensorily ade. 

sensual adj. 1 a of or depending on the senses 
only and not on the intellect or spirit; 
carnal,  fleshly (sensual “‘pleasures). 
b given to the pursuit of sensual pleasures 
or the gratification of the appetites; self-indulgent 
sexually or in regard to food and drink; voluptuous, 
licentious. c indicative of a sensual nature (sensual 
lips). 2 of sense or sensation, sensory. [from Late 
Latin sensualis| 0 sensualism 7. sensualist 7. 
sensualize v, iz. (also -ise). sensually adv. 


es Usage Sensual is sometimes confused with sensu- 
ous. While sensual is used to describe things that are 
gratifying to the body, and has sexual overtones, 
sensuous 1s used to mean ‘affecting or appealing to 
the senses’ in an aesthetic sense. 


sensuality 7. gratification of the senses. 

sensuous adj. of or derived from or affecting the 
senses, esp. aesthetically. [based on Latin sensus 
‘sense’| 0 sensuously adv. sensuousness 7. 


m Usage See Usage Note at sensuat.. 


sent pasi and past part. of senn. 

sentence e 7. 1 aa set of words complete in itself 
as the expression of a thought, contaming or 
implying a subject and predicate, and conveying a 
statement, question, exclamation, or command. 
b a piece of writing or speech between two full 
stops or equivalent pauses, often including several 
grammatical sentences (e.g. 1 went; he came). 2aa 
decision of a law court, esp. the punishment allot- 
ted to a person convicted in a criminal trial. b the 
declaration of this. @ wt 1 declare the sentence of 
(a convicted criminal etc.). 2 (foll. by to) declare 
(such a person) to be condemned to a specified 
punishment. O under sentence of having been 
condemned to (under sentence of death). [originally in 
sense ‘way of thinking, opinion’: from Latin sententa] 

sententious ad. 1 fond of pompous moralizing 
2 affectedly formal. 3 aphoristic, pithy, given to the 
use of maxims, affecting a concise impressive style. 
[from Latin  sententiosus|  sententiously adv. 
sententiousness /. 

sentient adj. having the power of perception by the 
senses. [from Latin sentient- ‘feeling’] 0 sentience n. 
sentiently adi 

sentiment 7. I the sum of what one feels on some 
subject; an opinion or point of view. 2 an opinion 
or feeling as distinguished from the words meant to 
convey it; an emotional feeling conveyed in litera- 
ture, art, etc. (the sentiment is good though the words are 
injudicious). 3 a emotional or tender feelings collect- 
ively, esp. mawkish tenderness. b the display of this. 
4 a mental feelimg (the sentiment of ity). [from 
medieval Latin sentzmentum| 

sentimental ad. 1 of or characterized by senti- 
ment. 2 showing or affected by emotion rather 
than reason. 3 appealing to sentiment. 0 senti- 
mentalism 7. sentimentalist 
n. sentimentality n. senti- 
mentalize vintt & tr (also 
-ise). sentimentalization 7. 
sentimentally adv. 

sentimental value 7. the value 
of a thing to a particular person 
because of its associations. 

sentinel n. a sentry or lookout. 
{from Italian sentenella| 

sentry 7. (fl. -ies) a soldier etc. 
stationed to keep guard. 

sentry box 7. » a wooden cabin 
intended to shelter a standing 
sentry. 

sentry-go 7. Bni. the 


pacing up and down as a sentry, 


duty of 


SENTRY BOX AND) GUARD, 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
ENGLAND 


SEPAL: NASTURTIUM 


septi- 


sepal n. < Bot. cach of the 
divisions or leaves of the 
calyx. > rower. {from Greek 
skepe ‘covering’, influenced 
by French petale ‘petal’ 

separable adj. able to be 
separated. [from Latin 
separabilis| D0 separability 
n. separably adv. 

separate e adj. forming a 
unit that is apart or by itself; 
physically disconnected, distinct, or individual (/iving 
in separate rooms; the two questions are essentially separate). 
e@ n. 1 (in pl.) separate articles of clothing suitable for 
wearing together in various combinations, 2 an 
offprint. @ vw 1 é make separate, sever. 2 i prevent 
union or contact of. 3 imir. go different ways. 4 intr. 
cease to live together as a married couple. 5 intr. (foll. 
by from) secede. 6 & a divide or sort (milk, ore, fruit, 
light, etc.) into constituent parts or sizes. b extract or 
remove (an ingredient, waste product, etc.) by such a 
process for use or rejection. [from Latin separatus 
‘separated’| 0 separately adv, separateness n. 

separation 7. 1 the act or an instance of separat- 
ing; the state of being separated. 2 (in full judicial 
separation or legal separation) an arrange- 
ment by which a husband and wife remain married 
but live apart. 

separatist 7. a person who favours separation, esp. 
for political independence. 0 separatism n. 

separator 7. a machine for separating, e.g. cream 
from milk. 

Sephardi ». (//. Sephardim) a Jew of Spanish or 
Portuguese descent (cf AsHkenazi). [modern 


petal | sepal 


FLOWER SHOWING 
SEPALS 


Hebrew, from s“drad, a country mentioned in 
Obad. 20 and taken to be Spain| o Sephardic aq). 
sepia e 7. 1 a dark reddish-brown colour. 2 a a 
brown pigment prepared from a black fluid secreted 
by cuttlefish, used in monochrome drawing and in 
watercolours. b ¥ a brown tint used in photography. 


SEPIA PHOTOGRAPH 


3 a drawing done in sepia. 4 the fluid secreted by 
cuttlefish. @ adj. of a dark reddish-brown colour. 
[from Greek sépa ‘cuttlefish’ 

sepoy 7. fist. a native Indian soldier under Euro- 
pean, esp. British, discipline. [from Urdu & Persian 

sepahi ‘soldier’ } 

sepsis 71. 1 the state of being septic. 2 blood 
poisoning. [modern Latin, from Greek 
sepsis] 

Sept. abbr. 1 September. 2 Septuagint. 

sept 7. a clan, esp. in Ireland. [probably 
alteration of scr] 

sept- var. of srrri-. 

September 7. the ninth month of the year. 
[originally the seventh month of — the 
Roman year: Latin, based on sepiem ‘seven’ | 

septennial adj. 1 lasting for seven years. 
2 recurring every seven years. |from Late 
Latin septennis] 

septet 7. (also septette) 1 \/u). aa compos- 
ition for seven performers. b the performers 
of such a composition. 2 any 
seven. [from German Septet?) 


group ol 


septi- comb. form \also sept- before a vowel 
seven. [from Latin seplem “seven | 


=. 


septic 


septic ad. contaminated with bac- 
teria from a festering wound etc., 
putrefying. [from Greek séptikos] 

septicaemia /sep-l-see-mia/ 7. 
.US septicemia) blood poisoning. 
{from Greek séplikos *septic’ + haima 
‘blood’| 0 septicaemic ad). 

septic tank ». a tank in which the 
organic matter in sewage is decom- 
posed through bacterial activity. 


sequins 


beads 

septuagenarian e #7). a person {rom 
70 to 79 years old. @ adj. of this age. 
[from Latin septuagenarius| 

Septuagesima 7. (in full Septuagesima 
Sunday) the Sunday before Sexagesima. 
|Latin, literally ‘seventieth (day}’| 

Septuagint n. a Greck version of the Old Testa- 
ment includmg the Apocrypha. [from Latin 
septuaginia ‘seventy | 

septum 7. (//. septa) a partition such as that 
between the nostrils or the chambers of a poppy- 
fruit or of a shell. > Ht.vri, [Latin] 

septuple e adj. 1 sevenfold, having seven parts. 
2 being seven times as many or as much. @ 7/7 & 
intr. multiply by seven. [from Late Latin septup/us| 

septuplet x. 1 each of seven children born at one 
birth. 2 Mus. a group of 


performed in the time of four or six 


seven notes to be 

sepulchral adj. 1 of a tomb or interment (\epulchral 
mound). 2 suggestive of the tomb, gloomy, dismal 
sepulchral look). O sepulchrally adv. 

sepulchre /sep-iil-ker/ ((’S sepulcher) e 7. ¥ a 
tomb esp. cut in rock or built of stone or brick 
[from Latin sepulc(hjrwm| 


SEPULCHRE: 
ErRUSCAN TOMB. TTALY 


seq. abhr (pl. seqq.) the following. [Latin sequens| 

sequel 7, 1 what follows :esp. as a result). 2 a novel, 
film. etc.. that continues the story of an earlier one 
[from Latin sequel 

1 succession, coming alter or next 


al 

sequence @ / 
MN) orcler of SLUCCE sion Un Mh larte 
things belonging next to one another on some prin- 
ciple of order, 4a part of a film dealing with oni 
scene or topic @ il lefinite order. 
jfrom Late Latin sequential] 


quence). Ba set ot 


arrange ina 


sequencer ii 1 Mus. a programmable electronic 
storing masical 
and transmitting them when required 


device for sequences of notes 
chords. ete 
to an electronic musical instrument. 2 an apparatus 
esp. forming part of a computer control system, for 
performing or initiating operations in the correct 


sequence 


sequential a//j. forming a sequence or consequence 
O sequentiality 1. sequentially a/ 
nT esp. as sequestered ad),; secliuce 


VEEN feult 2 =sLouisi evil 


ler “trustec | 


sequester: 
Inolate Lapart 


[based on Latin vequ 


2 Lai 


estate 


sequestrate ¢/r 1 confiscate 
take temporary 
etc.,. [based on Late 
for safe keepme | 


tion 7. sequestrator » 


appropriate 


possession ol ta debtor 


Latin wquealas “committed 


O sequestrable «ad. sequest- 


SEQUIN AND BEAD 
DESIGN ON A PURSI 


sequin 7. < 2 circular spangle for 
attaching to clothing as an orna- 
ment. [from Arabic ska ‘a die’| 
o sequinned aq}. (also sequined). 
sequoia /si-kwoi-’/ 7. cither of 
two Californian evergreen con- 
iferous trees of very great height 
and girth, Sequoia sempervirens 
and (in full giant sequoia); 
Sequoiadendron givanteun. \{rom 
Sequovah, name of a Chero- 
kee| 


sera /i/, of sir. 


seraglio /sc-rahl-yoh/ 
n. (pl. -os, 1 a harem. 
2 hist. a Turkish palace. 
[based on Persian saray ‘palace’ 

serai /s¢-ry/ 7. a caravanscral. 
| Turkish] 

seraph », ( //. seraphim or seraphs 
an angelic being, one of the highest 
order of the ninefold celestial 
hicrarchy, (back-formation {from 
seraphim, from Hebrew | 

seraphic ad. 1 of or like the 
seraphim. 2 cestatically adoring, 
lervent, or serene, O seraphically 
ade 

Serb ev. 1a native of Serbia. 

part of former Yugoslavia, 2 a 


person of Serbian descent. 
@ ad). = Suxwiry, [from Serbian i] 
Sin 


Serbian e 1. 1 the dialect ol 
the Serbs. 2 = Sirs. @ ad, of or relat- 
ing to the Serbs or their dialect. 

Serbo-Croat also Serbo-Croatian 
e 7. the main official language ol 
former Yugoslavia, combining Serbian and Cro- 
atian. @ adj, of or relating to this language. 

sere! var. of sian adj 

sere? 7, Erol, a natural succession of plant (or animal) 
communities. [based on Latin serere “to joi in a 
series | 

serenade e 7. a picce of music performed at night, 
esp. by a lover under his lady's window. @ z./% sing 01 
play a serenade to. [trom Italian serenala] O ser- 
enader i! 

serendipity /sc-rén-dip-iti/ n. the faculty of 
making happy and unexpected discoveries by acci- 
dent. [coined by Horace Walpole (175+: alter The 
Three Princes of Serendip, a fairy tale| 0 serendip- 
itous «ij. serendipitously «ad: 

serene (id). (serener. serenest) 1 placid, tranquil. 
unperturbed. 2 a (of the sky ete.) clear and calm 
b iof the sea ete.) unrufled, [from Latin serenws] 
O serenely adi. sereneness 1. 

serenity n. (p/. -ies; tranquility, being screnc 
[from Latin serenetas| 

serf ». 1 fist. a labourer not allowed to leave the 
land on which he worked. 2 an oppressed person. a 
drudge. [from Latin serous ‘slave’] O serfdom n. 

serge n.a durable wwillecl worsted etc. fabric. [from 
Latin sericea (lanay ‘silken (wool) ’| 

sergeant /sar-jént/ n. 1 a non-commissioned 

Army or Air Force officer ranking above corporal. 

2 a police officer ranking below Brit.) imspector 


or {(U/S) heutenant. [from Latin serrtens enti 
‘servant’ | 
sergeant major 7. Afi/. 1 in full regimental 


sergeant major, #7//. a warrant officer assisting 
the adjutant of a regiment or battahon. 2 C18 the 
highest-ranking non-commissioned officer, 
serial en. 1 a story play, ete. which 1s published, 
broadcast, o1 Da 
peniocical. @ ad, Vol or in or formine a series. 2 (ol 
V story ete.) in the form ol a serial. 3 Afi. using 
transtormations of 


shown in regular instalments 


a fixed series of notes. [based 
on s_ains| G seriality n. serially ad 


serialize ¢./. also -ise) 1 publish or produce in 


SEQUOIA: COASI 
RLDWOOD 


(Sequora sempervirens 


sermon 


instalments. 2 arrange in a series. 3 Aus. compose 
according to a scrial technique. 0 serialization 2. 
serial killer 7. a person who commits a sequence 
of murders with no apparent motive. 
serial number 7. a nwuber showing the pos- 
ition of an item in a serie’. > BAXKNOT' 
serial rights 77.//. the right to publish a story 
or book as a serial. 
sericulture 7. 1 silkworm-breeding. 2 the 
production of raw silk. {from French sére- 
cullure] O sericultural ad. sericulturist 7. 
series n. (//, same) 1 a number of things 
of which each is similar to the preceding 
or in which each successive pair are 
sunilarly related; a succession, row, or 
set. 2 a set of successive games 
between the same teams. 3 a set of 
programmes with the same actors 
etc. or on related subjects but each 
complete in itself, 4 a set of lectures 
by the same speaker or on the same 
subject. 5 a a set of successive 
issues of a periodical, of articles 
on one subject or by one writer, 
etc., esp. when numbered separ- 
ately from a preceding or follow- 
ing set (second series). b a set of 
independent books in a common 
format or under a common title 
or supervised by a common 
ecneral editor. 6 Geol. a set of 
related strata, 7 Mus. an arrange- 
ment of the twelve notes of the 
chromatic scale as a basis for serial 
music. 8 Electr. a a set of circuits or 
components arranged so that the 
current passes through each succes- 
sively. b a set of batteries etc. having 
the positive clectrode of each connected with the 
negative electrode of the next. D in series 1 in 
ordered succession. 2 Elect, (of a set of circuits or 
components) arranged so that the current passes 
through cach successively. (Latin, literally ‘row, 
clan | 
serif 7.» a slight prgjection 
finishing off a stroke of a 
letter as in T 
with T. > 
iffed ad). 
serine 7. Biochem. a hydrophilic 
anuno acid present im proteins. 
[based on Latin serum *silk’] 


contrasted 7 


t 


\ serif 
wench: O ser- a 


serio-comic adj. combining the 
serious and the comic, jocular 

in intention but siniulating 
seriousness or vice 
O serio-comically adi: 


Naren, SERIF LETTER 


serious adj. 1 thoughtful, carnest, not reckless or 
given to trifling (a serous young person), 2 important {a 
serious. matter). 3 not sight or negligible (a@ serious 
mjury). 4 sincere, not tronical or joking (are you ser- 
tows”). 5 (of music and literature) not merely for 
amusement. 6 not perlunctory (serious thought). 7 not 
to be tilled with (a serious opponent). 8 callog. (of price 
or value) high; (of an amount of money) large. 
[from Latin sens] 0 seriousness n. 

seriously ad. 1 in a scrious manner (esp. introdu- 
cing a sentence, implying that irony etc. is now to 
cease). 2 to a serious extent. 3 collog. very (seriously 
rh 

serjeant 7. Bri. 1 (in full serjeant-at-law, i 
serjeants-at-law, /iz/, a barrister of the highest 
rank. 2 cin official lists) a sergeant in the Army. 
[variant of SERGE st] 

serjeant-at-arms 7. (/)/. serjeants-at-arms, 
Brit. an official of a court or city or parliament. 
with ceremonial duties 

sermon 7). 1 a spoken or written discourse on a 
reheious or moral subject. esp. one delivered in a 
service by way of religious instruction or exhort- 
ation. 2a piece of admonition, a lecture. 3a moral 


sermonize 


reflection suggested by natural objects etc. (sermons 
in stones). [from Latin sermo ‘discourse, talk’ | 

sermonize v. (also -ise) t / deliver a moral lecture 
to. 2 imix. deliver a moral lecture. 0 sermonizer 7. 

seropositive (or seronegative) adj. Med. giving a 
positive (or negative) result in a test of blood serum 
e.g, for presence of a virus. 

serotonin 7. a compound present in blood which 
constricts the blood vessels and acts as a neuro- 
transmitter, [from serum + Tronic] 

serous adj. of or like or producing serum; watery. 
[from medieval Latin serosus] 

serpent 7. 1 usu. /ierary a scaly 
limbless reptile; a snake. 
2 a sly or treacherous 
person, esp. one who 
exploits a position of 
trust to betray it. 3. Mus, » 
an old bass wind instru- 
ment made from _leather- 
covered wood, roughly in 
the form of an S. 4 ithe 
Serpent) Bib. Satan. [from 
Latin serpent- “creeping’] 

serpentine e ad. 1 of or 
like a serpent. 2 coiling, 
tortuous, smuous, meander- 
ing, writhing. 3 cunning, 
subtle. treacherous. @ 7. a 
dark green mineral consist- 
ing of hydrated magnesium 
silicate, sometimes mottled 
like a serpent’s skin. 

serpentine verse 7. a metric- 
al line beginning and ending 
with the same word. 


SERPENT: 
] STH-CENTURY 
FRENCH SERPEN1 


% 
\ mouthpiece 


left hand .— 
fingerholes 


key 
| : 


serpentinite 7. <a soft, 
dark, usu. greenish meta- 
morphic rock consisting largely of 
serpentine or related minerals. 
SERPS /serps/ abbr. (in the 
UK) State earnings-related 
pension scheme. 
serrate @ 7/7. (usu. as 
serrated adj.) provide 
with a sawlike edge. | 
@ adj. esp. Anat., Bot.. & | 
Kool. ® notched like a 
saw. [based on Latin serra ‘saw’ | 
O serration 7. 
serried adj. (of ranks of soldiers etc.) 
pressed together; without gaps; close. 
[from military term serry ‘to press 
close’| 


SERPENTINITE 


serum ». (//. sera or serums) | a the 
amber-coloured protein-rich liquid in 
which blood cells are suspended and 
which separates out when blood coagu- 
fates. b whey. 2 fed. the blood serum of an animal 
used esp, as a diagnostic agent etc. 3 a watery fluid 
in animal bodies. [Latin, literally ‘whey’] 

servant ”. 1 a person who has undertaken to carry 
out the orders of an individual or corporate 
employer, esp. a person employed in a house on 
domestic duties. 2 a devoted followei 
Jesus Christ). [from Old French] 

serve @7. 1 tz doa service for (a person, community, 
etc.). 2 & (also absol.) be a servant to. 3 mr carry out 
duties (served on six committees). 4 intr, a (foll. by zn) be 
employed in (an organization, esp. the armed 
forces, or a place, esp. a foreign country). b be a 
member of the armed forces. 5 a f: be useful to or 

the needs of: do what is 


a servant of 


meet 
a purpose). b intr. perform a func- 


serviceable for: 


required for (5 
tion (a sofa serving as a bed), ¢ intr. (foll. by fo + infin.) 
avail, suffice (served only to postpone the mevitable). 6 ti a go 
through a due period of (office, apprenticeship, a 
prison sentence, etc.). b go through (a due period) 
of imprisonment ete. 7 f set out or present (food) 


| rght-hand 
_fingerholes 


serrated edge 


o 9 


SERRATE: SHARK’S 
FOOTH WITH A 
SERRALLD LDGE 


for those about to eat it (dinner ts served). 8 intr. (in full 
serve at table) act as a waiter. 9 /, a attend to (a 
customer in a shop). b (foll. by wth) supply with 
(goods) (served the town with gas). 10 t treat or act 
towards {a person) in a specified way (has served me 
shamefully). 11 tr. a (often foll. by on) deliver (a writ 
etc.) to the person concerned in a legally formal 
manner. b (foll. by wzth) deliver a writ etc. to (a 
person) in this way (served her with a summons). 12 tr. 
Tennis etc. a (also absol.) deliver (a ball etc.) to begin 
or resume play, b produce (a fault etc.) in doing this. 
13 i Mil. keep (a gun, battery, etc.) firing. 14 ix (of 
an animal, esp. a stallion etc. hired for the purpose) 
copulate with (a female). 15 Brit. distribute (served 
the rations round). 16 tr. render obedience to (a deity 
etc.). @ 7. Tennis etc. 1 the act or an instance of serv- 
ing. 2 a manner of serving. 3 a person’s turn to 
serve. 0 it will serve it will be adequate. 
serve one’s needs (or need) be adequate. 
serve the purpose of take the place of, be 
used as. serve a person right be a 
person’s deserved punishment or misfor- 
tune. serve (or esp. L’S serve out) one’s time 
1 hold office for the normal period. 2 (also 
serve time) undergo imprisonment, 
apprenticeship, etc. serve one’s (or the; 
turn be adequate. serve up offer for 
acceptance. {from Latin serve] 
server n. 1 a person who serves. 2 (in 
tennis etc.) the player who serves the hall. 
3 Eccl. a person assisting the celebrant at 
a service. 4 Computing a a program which 
manages shared access to a centralized 
resource or service in a network. b a 
device on which such a program is run. 
servery n. (pl. -ies) Bri. a room from 
which meals ete. are served and in which uten- 
sils are kept. 


bell 


service'e 7. I the act of helping or doing work for 
another or for a community etc. 2 work done in this 
way. 3 assistance or benefit given to someone. 
4 a Bni. the provision or system of supplying a 
public need, e.g. transport, or (often in f/.) the 
supply of water, gas, electricity, telephone, etc. b (in 
pl.) = service ARCA 1. 5 a the fact or status ol 
being a servant. b employment or a position 
as a servant. 6 a state or period of employ- 
ment doing work for an individual or 
organization (resigned after 15 years’ service). 
7 aa public or Crown department or 
organization (ciwi/ service). b employ- 
ment in this. 8 (in p/.) the armed forces. 
9 (atinb.) of the kind issued to the 
armed forces (a serice revolver). 10 a a 
ceremony of worship according to 
prescribed forms. b a form of liturgy for 
this. 11 a the provision of what is neces- 
sary for the installation and miainten- 
ance of a machine etc. or operation. 
b a periodic routine maintenance of a 
motor vehicle ctc, 12 assistance or advice given to 
customers after the sale of goods. 13 a the act or 
process of serving food, drinks, etc. b an extra 
charge nominally made for this. 14 a set of dishes. 
plates, etc., used for serving meals (a dinner service). 
15 Jennis etc. a the act or an instance of serving. 
b a person’s turn to serve. @ 7./ 1 provide service or 
services for, esp. maintain. 2 maintain or repair (a 
car, machine, etc.). 3 pay interest on (a debt) 
4 supply with a service. 0 at a person’s service 
reacly to serve or assist a person. be of service be 
available to assist. in service 1 employed as a 
servant. 2 available for use. on active service 
serving in the armed forces in wartime. out of 
service not available for use. see service 1 have 
experience of service, esp. in the armed forces, 2 ,ol 
a thing) be much used. [from Old French] 
service’ 7. 1 (in full service tree: a southern 
European tree of the rose family, Sorbus domestica, 
with toothed leaves. cream-coloured flowers, and 
small round or pear-shaped fruit eaten when over- 
ripe. 2 (in full wild service tree) a related small 


a 


session 


Eurasian tree, Sorbus torminalis, with lobed leaves 
and bitter fruit. [based on Latin sorbus| 

serviceable adj. 1 useful or usable. 2 able to rende1 
service. 3 durable. 4 suited for ordinary use rather 
than ornament. O serviceability x. serviceable- 
ness n. serviceably ad:. 

service area 7. 1 an area beside a major road for 
the supply of petrol, refreshments, etc. 2 the area 
served by a broadcasting station. 

service book 7. a book of authorized forms of 
worship of a Church. 

service charge 7. an additional charge for service 
in a restaurant, hotel, etc. 

service dress 7. Bri. ordinary military etc. 
uniform. 

service flat n. a flat in which domestic service and 
sometimes meals are provided by the management. 

service industry 7. one providing services not 
goods. 

serviceman 7. (//. -men) 1 a man serving in the 
armed forces. 2 a man providing service or main- 
tenance. 

service road 7. a road parallel to a main road, 
serving houses, shops, etc. 

service station 7. an establishment beside a road 
selling petrol and oil etc. to motorists and often able 
to carry out maintenance. 

service tree see siavice?. 

servicewoman 7, (/)/, -women) a woman serving 
in the armed forces. 

serviette 7. esp. Bril. a napkin for use at table. [from 
Old French] 

servile adj. 1 of or being or like a slave or slaves. 
2 slavish, fawning. {from Latin servilis| 0 servilely 
adv. servility in. 

serving 7. a quantity of food served to one person. 

servitor 7. 1 archaic a servant. 2 an attendant. [from 
Late Latin] o servitorship 7. 

servitude 7. 1 slavery. 2 subjection (esp. involun- 
tary); bondage. [from Latin serzztudo] 

servo 7. (f/. -os) 1 (in full servo-mechanism) a 
powered mechanism producing motion or forces at 
a higher level of energy than the input level. 2 (in 
full servo-motor) the motive clement in a servo- 
mechanism. 3 (in comb.) of or involving a servo- 
mechanism (servo assisted). [from Latin servus ‘slave’ | 

sesame /ses-a-1ni/ 7. 


1 an African herb- — Alack 
aceous plant, Sesamum Sesame 
indicum. with seeds seeds 


yielding an edible oil. 
2 m its seeds. O open 
sesame a means of 
acquiring or achieving 
what is normally unattain- 
able. [from Greek sésamon| 
sesqui- comb. jorm denoting 
one and a half. [Latin] 
sesquicentenary 

n. (pl. -ies) a one- 


er whitr 
hundred-and-fifti- 
: SENN 
eth anniversary. 
y seeds 


sesquicentennial 
ern= SUESQUICEN PENARY, 
e ad. of or relating toa 
sesquicentennial. 


SESAME SEEDS 
Sesamum indicum 


sessile ad. 1 Bot. & <ool. (of a flower, leaf, eye, etc. 
attached directly by its base without a stalk o1 
peduncle. 2 a (of a barnacle etc.) fixed in one spot. 
b immobile. [from Lau sessz/és “sitting, stunted’ 
session 7. 1 the process of assembly of a delibera- 
tive or judicial body to conduct its business. 2 a 
single meeting for this purpose. 3 a period during 
which such meetings are regularly held. 4 a an 
academic year. b the period during which a school 
etc. has classes. 5 a period devoted to an activity 
6 the governing body of a Presbyter- 
ian Church. 0 in session assembled for busines 
0| Osessional 


( poker session). 


not on vacahon [from Latin s¢ 


sestet 


sestet 7. 1 the last six lines of a sonnet. 2 a sextet. 
[from Latin sexfus “a sixth} 

set’: setting: pas! and past part. set 1 t put. lay. 
or stand a thing in a certain position or location 
sel it upright, 2 tr foll. by to) apply ,one thing) to 
another sef pen to paper . 3 tr a fix ready or in pos- 
ition. b dispose suitably for use, action, or display. 
4 ta adjust the hands of a clock or watch 
the right time. b adjust .an alarm clock to sound at 
the required ume. 5 f@ a fix, arrange. or mount. 
b insert a jewel ina HDs etc. 6s make a device 
ready to operate. 7 fr lay ,a table for a meal. 8 & 
arrange ie hair’ while damp. 9 @ toll. by cea 
ornament or provide a surface. esp. a precious 
item goed vet ict 10 &. cause to be sett 
motion. 11% x harden or solidify the 
12 inv. of the Sun, Moon. etc. appear to move 
towards and below the Earth’s horizon. 13 4, repre- 
sent ascene etc. as happening in a certain ume o1 
place. 14 4. a toll. by fo+ infin. cause 
Pe rson) to perform a specified activity vet 


.b toll. by pres pare start 


to show 


+h 


or instruct a 


a person or thing 


aha something vet the / 15 #. present oF 
impose as work to be done a matter to be dealt 
with ref ¢ ne 16 1 ee ts as a type o1 
model set a good exam 17 #. initiate; take the lead 


in set the hace. 18 f. establish a record etc. , 19 

determine or decide tmerary in vet. 20 &. appoint 
orestablish set (/ ; 21 #. join, attach, or 
fasten. 22 #7. a put parts of a broken bone et 
the correct position for healing. b deal with a trac- 


into 


ture etc. in this wax. 23 4, in full set to music 
provide ars ete. with music for simging, 24 

often foll. by up Printing a arrange or Pe np 
or film ete. as required. b arrange the type or film 
etc. for a book ¢ 25 wih. of a tide et hae 


26 intr of a tace 
assume a hard expression. 27 #. a cause a hen to 
sit on eggs. b place « for a hen to sit on. 28 
put a seed etc. in the ground to grou. 29 4 ene 
the teeth of a saw an alternate outward inclin- 
auon. 30 #. esp. CSstart a fire. 31: of eves et 
become mouonless. 32 mt, teel or show a certam 
tendency ofnian is vetting agai 33 it. a ol 
blossom form into fruit. b of fruit develop from 


elop tru, 34 : h of a 


certain mouon or direction. 


To 


blossom. ¢ of a tree de 
hunung dog take a rigid attitude indicaung the 
presence of game. 0 set about 1 begin o1 
2 Brit. collog. attack. set against 


steps towards 


1 consider or reckon as a Interpoise or compen- 
sation for. 2 cause a person or persons to oppos« 
a person or thing. set apart separate. rese1 
differentiate. set aside see wint. set back 1 place 
further back in place or ume. 2 impede or revers: 
the progress of. 3 t a person specified 
amount. set by arc/ 1 OS save tor future use 
set down 1 record i ine. 2 allow to alight 
from a vehicle. 3. toll. b attribute to. 4 toll. } 
explain or describe to « lf as. set eyes on 
see set one’s face against « .1. set foot 
on or in sve i set forth 1 begin a journe 


2 make known: exp 
advance. set free rt 
set one’s heart 


set forward bevein 
set one’s hand to x 
hopes on want 01 


und 


hope for eagerly. setin 1 of weather etc. begin 
yecome established. 2 insert esp. a sl t 
nto a garment. set a person's mind at rest 
see wisp. set much by consider to be of much 
valu set off 1 begin a pourt 2 det i 
yoinb ete.. 3 initiate. sumulate. 4 caus 
nerson to start laughing, talking. 3 ada 
enhat 6 toll. b / as a COMpensat 
Ing item. set on or upon La entl 
2 « or urge to attack. set out 1 begin 
jourt 2 toll. by nfin. aim or mtend 
3 trat \ FEL xhi 4 mark 
out. 5 cle set sail I hist the sail 
2 bevin ay oe, set the scene set 
the stage set store by on 

okE. set one’s teeth I clen | 
2 summon one’s 1 lve. set to | uv 
on whtune. a neo set up 


1 place m position or view. 2 organize or start a 
business ete.). 3 establish in capacity. 
4 supply the needs of. 5 begin making a loud 
sound . 6 cause or make arrangements fora condi- 
ion or situation!. 7 prepare \a task etc. for another . 
8 restore or enhance the health of a person. 
9 establish a record. 10 propound ja theory). 
11 collog. frame or cause a person) to look foolish. 
set oneself up as make pretensions to being. 
{Old Enghsh] 
set® 7. 1 a number of things or persons that belong 
together or resemble one usually 
found together. 2 a collecuon or group. 3 a section 
consorting together or having similar 
interests etc. 4 a collecuon of implements etc. 
needed tor a specified purpose cricket set tease? 3a 
receiver. 6 in tennis, darts. etc. 
as a unit towards a 
a defined 
7 Math. & 


distinct entities forming a unit. 


some 


another or are 


of society 


radio or television 
a group of 
match for the player or side 
number or 


games counting 
that wins 
proportion of the games 
Logie a collecnion of 
8 a group of pupils or students having the same 
average ability. 9 aa slip. shoot, bulb, ete.. for plant- 
ing. b a voung fruit just set. 10 a a habitual posture 
or conformation: the way the head ete. is carried or 
ach flaws. b also dead set a setters pomt- 


ing in the presence of game. 11 the way, drift, 
hy, set 


Sree ere 
public opinion etc bublic feel 
amst it. 12 the wav which a machine, 
idjusted. 13 a 
i play or film ete 
yertormed in jazz 
music, 15 the setang of the hair when damp. 
16\a1 1.17 vax. of 11 2 18 a mumber of 
people making up a square dance. G make a dead 
set at Art. 1 make a determined attack on. 2 seek 
affections of. flate Middle English] 
set? ad. 1 in senses of si! 2 prescribed or deter- 
mined in a 3 fixed. unchanging, unmoving. 
4 of aphrase or speech ete having invariable or 
mined wording. 5 prepared for acuon 


setting, 
14 a sequence 
or popular 


devit ose bare oe set ow stage 
furniture ete , for 


of songs ot pieces } 


to win the 


dy ance 


predete 


6 foll. by determined t quire o1 
achieve ete. 7 of a book et Spec ified for reading 
in preparation for an examination. [past partici- 
ple of 1] 
set-aside 7. 1 the action of setting something aside 
for a special pur} 2 the policy of taking land 
outof producnon to reduce crop surpluses 
SEUSS G 1 a reversal or arrest of progress. 2 a 


by search for extraterrestrial intelligence 


set menu ~. a linited ment 


set-off ». 1 a thing set off against another. 2 a thine 
af which the amount or efleet may be 


from that of another on tendency. 3 a 


deducted 
ppt ite 


counterpoise. 4 a counter-claim. 5 a thing that 
embellishes: an adornment to something. 6 2’ 4 
set phrase ». an invariable or usual arrangement 


4 words 


set piece 7. 1 a formal or elaborate arrangement, 


esp. in art or hiterat hyphenated when 

t 2 a pre-arranged movement in a 
team 3 an arrangement of fireworks 
composing eo 1 sign) 


set point 2. Jer: 


one side needs onl one more pomt to win t t 
2t in 
set scrum Ruehy a scrum ordered bv the 


refteres 
4a neht-ai 


set square / vled triangula 


plate for drawing lines. esp. at 90, 45 
{ ( 4() 
sett Ka set La badge burre 
2 a granite paving block 
settee > a seal usu. uf rwlstered 
with a back and usu arms, tor 
person, P18 


SET SQUARE 


setter 1. 


settle’ 


of a set number of 


seven 


SETTER: 
TRISH SETTER 


1 A a dog of a large long-haired breed 
trained to stand rigid when scenting game. 2 a 
person or thing that sets 


set theory 1. the branch of mathematics which 


deals with the properties of sets without regard to 
the nature of their individual constituents). 


setting 7. 1 the position or manner in which a thing 


is set. 2 the immediate surroundings of a house 
etc... 3 the surroundings of any object regarded as 
its framework. 4 the place and ume etc. of a drama 
ete. 5.a frame in which a jewel is set. 6 the music to 
which words are set. 7 a set of cuderv and other 
accessories for one person at a table. 8 the way in 
which or level at which a machine is set to operate. 


setting lotion 7. lotion used to prepare the hair for 


being set. 


1 4. @ int. often foll. by dozen establish or 
become established in a more or less permanent 
2 mtr. S tr ,often foll. by dozen 
a cease or cause to cease from disturbance. move- 
ment, etc. b adopt a regular or secure stvle of hfe. 
c foll. by to) 


abode or way of life 


to writing 


apply oneself settled 


\. 3a mir sit or come down to stay for some 
ume. b f: cause to do this. 4 tx & intr bring to or 


attain fixity certainty. composure, or quiemess. 3 fy: 
determine or decide ‘or agree upon. 6 fy: resolve (a 
*. 7 fr terminate \a lawsuit) by 
8 intr. a foll. by for accept on 
agree to ie an alternative not one’s first choice). 
b toll. m7) oo gn. 9 tr, ;also absol., pay ia debt. 
an account. SO as settled adj. not hkely 
to change fon aume setiled weather. 11 tr a aid the 
digestion of food §b remedy the disordered state 


dispute, matter, et 


mutual agreement. 


of nerves etc.. 12 # a colonize. b establish 
colonists in, 13 intr subside: fall to the bottom or on 
to a surface the dust wall settl O settle one’s 


affairs make anv necessary arrangements e.g 
write a will when death is near. settle a person's 
hash sce 19H! settle in become established in a 
place. settle up 1 also abvw/. pay an accountete. . 
2 finally arrange settle with 1 pay all 
or part of an amount due to a creditor. 2 get 
revenge on. {Old English} 0 settleable ad) 

settle? 1. a bench with a high back and arms and 
often with a box fitted below the seat. {Old English 

1 the act or 

seuled 


a matter 


yy 


vl! a place tos 
settlement ; an instance of setthng: 
2 athe colonization of 
a region. b a place or area occupied by settlers. ¢ a 
small village. 3 aa poliucal or financial et 
ment. b an arrangement ending a dispute. 4 a the 
terms on which property is given to a person. ba 
deed stating these. ¢ the 
d= MEARRINE SE ILMINT 


house. soi. et 


the process of being 


agree- 
amount of property given. 
5 subsidence of a wall. 


settler: to settle in a new coun- 


av or place: an carly ¢ 


a person who goes 
Jonist 
set-to -tos ’ a ight or argument 
set-up 7. 1 a the way in 

ized or arranged. b an 


Ment 2 a ¢ 


caused to incriminate 


which something is organ- 
ganization or arrange- 
onspiracy or wick whereby a 
l himself or herselt 
or to look foolish 

2 a symbol for this 
denoted by seven. 4 a set 


iduals. 5 the time 


sevene* 1 one more than six 
7.Vit. VIL 3a size ete. 


or team of seven indix of seven 


seven deadly sins 


o'clock. 6 a playing card with seven pips. @ ad). that 
amount to seven. {Old English] 

seven deadly sins 7..//. (prec. by the) the sins of pride. 
covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, and sloth, 

sevenfold «adj. & adv. 1 seven times as much or as 
many. 2 consisting of seven parts. 

seven seas 7... (prec. by the) the oceans of the 
world: the Arctic, Antarctic, N. Pacific, S. Pacific, 
N. Atlantic, S. Adantic, and Indian Oceans. 

seventeen e 7. 1 one more than sixteen. 2 a symbol 
for this (17, xwn, XVII). 3 a size etc. denoted by 
seventeen. @ adj, that amount to seventeen. [Old 
English] 0 seventeenth ad). & n. 

seventh e 7. 1 the position in a sequence corres- 
ponding to the number 7 in the sequence 1-7. 
2 something occupying this position. 3 one of seven 
equal parts of a thing. 4 .V/us. a an mterval or chord 
spanning seven consecutive notes in the catonic 
scale. b a note separated from another by this inter- 
val. @ adj. that is the seventh. 0 seventhly adr. 

Seventh-Day Adventist . a member of a strict 
protestant sect preaching the imminent return of 
Christ to Earth, and observing the sabbath on 
Saturday. 

seventy @ 7. (fl. -ies) 1 the product of seven and 
ten. 2a symbol for this (70), lyx, LXX). 3 (in p/.) the 
numbers from 70 to 79, esp. the years of a century 
or of a person’s life. @ adj. that amount to seventy. 
[Old English] o seventieth ad. & n. seventyfold 
adj. & ado. 

seven year itch 7. a supposed tendency to infi- 
delity after seven years of marriage. 

sever v. 1 tr & intr. (ofien foll. by from) divide, break, 
or make separate, esp. by cutting. 2 & @ ini. break 
olf or away (severed our friendship). 3 t. end the 
employment contract of (a person). [from Latin 
separare “to separate’] O severable ad). 

several e (ef. S pron. more than two but not many. 
@ adj. separate or respective; distinct (all went then 
several ways). [from Latin separ “separate ’| O sever- 
ally adv. 

severance 7. 1 (he act or an instance of severing. 
2 a severed state. 

severance pay 7. an amount paid to an employce 
on the early termination of a contract. 

severe adj. 1 rigorous, strict, and harsh in attitude or 
treatment (a severe criti). 2 serious, critical (a severe 
shortage). 3 vehement or forceful (a severe storm). 
4 extreme (in an unpleasant quality) (a severe winter), 
5 exacting (severe competition). 6 plam in style (seven 
dress). [from Latin severus] O severely adv. severity n. 

Seville orange /sev-il/ 7. a bittcr orange used for 
marmalade. [from Seve, a city and province in 
Spain| 


SEWING ae 

thread tension upper thread spool _ thread reel balance 
ee INE control a guide | fold , wheel 
Producing a stitch on a SS & = ; 1 | 
sewing machine requires ms : 
thread from two sources: - 
the needle and the bobbin 
(a small reel beneath the rE 
necdle plate). As the needle e . liquid 
pushes through the fabric, hinged case crystal 
the needle’s thread forms = \ display 
a loop that is grabbed by lower a 
the bobbin hook, a circu- “read guide - needle plate 
lar catch surrounding the oe pace 
bobbin. The bobbin hook a. Wie: 
then spins, taking the loop ee 
around the bobbin. As cas e a 
the needle moves upwards, ‘ Nae 
the loop tightens and al ee ae | 
pulls the bobbin thread : 7 
to form a stitch, ELECTRIC SEWING MACHINE | 


sew /soh/ wr (past part. sewn or sewed) 1 (also 
absol.) fasten, join, etc., by making stitches with a 
needle and thread or a sewing machine. & sirrch. 
2 make (a garment etc.) by sewing, 3 (often foll. by 
on, in, cte.) attach by sewing. 0 sew up 1 join or 
enclose by sewing, 2 (csp. in passive) collog. bring 
to a desired conclusion or condition; complete 
satisfactorily; ensure the favourable outcome of (a 
thing). [Old English] o sewer 7. 

sewage /soo-1j/ 7. waste matter conveyed in sewers. 

sewage farm 2. (also sewage works) a place 
where sewage is treated, esp. to produce manure. 

sewer /soo-er/ 7. a conduit, usu. underground, for 
carrying off drainage water and sewage. [from Old 
Northern French se(wjeevere ‘channel to carry off the 
overflow from a fishponcl’| 

sewerage /soo-er-ij/ 7. a system of or drainage by 
SEWCTS. 

sewer rat 7. the common brown rat. 

sewing 7. material or work to be sewn. 

sewing machine 7. A a machine for sewing or 
stitching. 

sewn past part. of stv. 

sex @ 7. 1 either of the main divisions (male and 
female) into which living things are placed on the 
basis of their reproductive functions. 2 the fact of 
belonging to one of these. 3 males or females 


SEXTANT 
Sextants are commonly adjusting 
used to measure the anele i 


between the Earth’s hori- 
zon anda celestial body. 
‘The image of the star 
(for example) is reflected 
from the index mirror on 
to the horizon mirror 
and into the telescope. 
Next. the index arm is 
adjusted unul the hori- 
zon and the star’s image 
align. The angle between 
the horizon andl the star 
can then be read on the 
arc. After a serics of cal- 
culations, the sextant 
user’s latitude and longi- 
tude can be worked out. 


horizon 
mir) 


fine adjustment 


wheel 


index mirror 


ervepiece (magnifier) 


sextet 


collectively. 4 sexual desires etc., or their manifest- 
ation. 5 collog. sexual intercourse. @ adj. 1 of or relat- 
ing to sex (sex education). 2 arising from a difference 
or consciousness of sex (sex anlagonism,. @ v.tr, 1 de- 
termine the sex of. 2 (as sexed adj.) a having a 
sexual appetite (Aighly sexed). b having sexual char- 
acteristics. [from Latin sexus| 

sex act n. (usu. prec. by the) the (or an) act of sexual 
intercourse. 

sexagenarian e 7. a person from 60 to 69 years 
old. @ adj. of this age. [from Latin sexagenarius] 

Sexagesima 7. the Sunday before Quinquagesima. 
[from ecclesiastical Latin, literally ‘sixtieth (day) | 

sex appeal 7. sexual attractiveness. 

sex change nz. an apparent change of sex by surgi- 
cal means and hormone treatment. 

sex chromosome 7. a chromosome concerned in 
determining the sex of an organism. 

sex hormone 7. a hormone affecting sexual 
development or behaviour. 

sexism 7. prejudice or discrimination, esp. against 
women, on the grounds of sex. 0 sexist adj. @ n. 

sexless adj. 1 Biol. neither male nor female. 2 lack- 
ing in sexual desire or attractiveness. 0 sexlessly 
adv. sexlessness /). 

sex life n. a person’s activity related to sexual 
instincts. 

sex-linked adj. Genetics carried on or by a sex 
chromosome. 

sex maniac 7. collog. a person needing or seeking 
excessive gratification of the sexual instincts. 

sex object 7. a person regarded mainly in terms of 
sexual attractiveness. 

sex offender 7. a person who commits a sexual 
crime. 

sexology 7. the study of sexual life or relationships. 
esp. in human beings. 0 sexological adj. sexolo- 
gist 7. 

sexploitation 7. collog. the exploitation of sex, esp. 
commercially. 

sexpot 71. cvllog. a sexy person (esp. a woman). 

sex-starved adj. lacking sexual gratification. 

sex symbol n. a person widely noted for sex 
appeal. 

sext 1. Eccl. the office of the fourth canonical hour 
of prayer, originally said at the sixth hour of the 
day (i.e. noon,. {from Latin sexta hora “sixth hour’ | 

sextant 7. ¥ an instrument with a graduated arc of 
60° used in navigation and surveying for measuring 
the angular distance of objects by means of 
mirrors. [from Latin sextans sextant- ‘sixth part’ | 

sextet 7. (also sextette) 1 .\fws. a composition for 
six voices or instruments. 2 the performers of such 
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eyepiece 


~ prann 


mavable inder 
(ae 


aye 
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sexton 


a piece. 3 any group of six. [alteration of srsrer, 
suggested by Latin sex ‘six’| 

sexton 7. a person who looks after a church and 
churchyard, often acting as bell-ringer and grave- 
cigger. [from medieval Latin sacristanus ‘sacristan’| 

sextuple e adj. 1 sixfold. 2 having six parts. 3 being 
six times as many or much. @ 7. a sixfold number or 
amount. @ vir G ini multiply by six; increase 
sinfold. [from medieval Latin sextup/us| 

sextuplet 7. 1 each of six children born at one birth. 

sexual adj. 1 of or relating to sex, or to the sexes or 
the relations between them. 2 Bzol. having a sex. 
a sexuality 7. sexually adi. 

sexual intercourse 7. mutual sexual stimulation, 
esp. the insertion of a man’s erect penis into a 


woman's vagina, usu. followed by the ejaculation of 


semen. 

sex worker 2. cuphem. a prostitute. 

sexy ad. sexier, sexiest; 1 sexually attractive or 
stimulating. 2 sexually aroused. 3 concerned with 
sex. 4 collog. (of a project etc.) exciting, appealing. 
O sexily adv. sexiness 7. 

SF abbr. science fiction. 

sf abbr. \us. sforzando. 

SFA abbr Scottish Football Association. 

sforzando /sfort-san-doh/ (also sforzato /stort- 
sah-toh/) \us. @ adj. G adv. with sudden emphasis. 


@ 7. (pl. -os or sforzandi) 1 a note or group of 


notes especially emphasized. 2 an increase in 
emphasis and loudness. [Italian] 

sed. abbr. signed. 

SGML abbr. Computing Standard Generalized Mark- 
up Language, a form of generic coding used tor 
producing printed material in electronic form. 

Set. abbr. Sergeant. 

sh ini. calling for silence. [variant of tvs] 

shabby ad). \shabbier, shabbiest, 1 in bad repair 
or condition: faded! and worn. 2 dressed in old or 
worn clothes. 3 of poor quality. 4 contempuble, 
dishonourable .@ shabby trick. [from Old Norse. 
related to sc..z] O shabbily ad:. shabbiness 7. 

shack e 7. a roughly built hut or cabin. @ v.inéx (fol. 
by up) slang cohabit, esp. as lovers. 

shackle e 1, 1 <a metal loop or 


— =a link, closed by a bolt, to connect 
a chains etc. 2 a fetter enclosing 
sgehatiiae ® the ankle or wrist. 3 ,usu. in 

, = pl.) a restraint or impediment. 

_~_—— @ «lr fetter, impede, restrain. 


— [Old English se(ejacul ‘fetter’ 
a shackle shad n. ( p/. same or shads, any deep- 
pin 


bodied edible marine fish of the 


hi (bolt) genus .d/osa, spawning in fresh water. 
af [Old English] 
=, shaddock ». 1 the largest citrus fruit, 
©) with a thick yellow skin and bitter 
; pulp. > crrts rect. 2 the tree, Crfrus 
SHACKLE 


grandis, \caring these. [named 

alter Capt. Shaddock, who intro- 
duced it to the W. Indies (17th c.)| 

shade e 7. 1 comparative darkness (and usu. 
coolness caused by shelter from direct 
light and heat. 2 a place or area shel- 
tered trom the Sun. 3a darker part ~ 
of a picture etc. 4a colour, esp. as darker 
or lighter than one similar 5 a sheht amount 
@ shade hetter , 6 a twanslucent cover for a lamp 
etc. 7 a screen excluding or moclerating light. 
8 an eye-shicld. 9 Gn pl) orig. US collog. 
sunglasses. 10 a slightly differing variety (al/ shades of 
opmion; VW literary aa ghost. b (in pl.) Hades. 12 cin 
pl. toll. by of suggesting. reminiscent of (shades of Dr 
Johnson!). et Vom screen from heht. 2 &% cover, 
moderate, or exclude the leht of 3 & darken, esp. 
with parallel pencil lines, (o represent shadow ete. 
4 int. S tre olten toll. by aeay, off, ilo) pass or change 
by degrees. O put in the shade appear or be very 
superior to. {Qld English] o shadeless ad). 

shading 7. 1 the representation of light and shacle. 
« g. by pencilled lines, on a map or drawing. 2 the 


SHAG: IMPLRIAI 
‘Phalacrocorax atriceps) 


shaker 


graduation of tones from light to dark to create a 
sense of depth. 
shadow e 7. 1 shade or a patch of shade. 2 a dark 
figure projected by a body intercepting rays of 
ight. 3 an inseparable attendant or companion. 
4 a person secretly following another. 5 the slight- 
est trace (not a shadow of doubt). 6 a weak or insub- 
stantial remnant (a shadow: of his former self ). 7 (attrib.) 
Bril, denotmg members of a political party in 
opposition holding responsibilities parallel to those 
of the government (shadow Cabinet). 8 the shaded 
part of a picture. 9 a substance used to colour the 
eyelids. 10 gloom or sadness. @ z./r 1 cast a shadow 
over. 2 secretly follow and watch the movements of. 
3 accompany (a person) at work cither as waining 
or to obtain insight into a profession. [Old English] 
Oo shadower 7, shadowless ad). 
shadow-boxing x. boxing against an imaginary 
opponent as a form of training. 
shadowgraph ». 1 an image or photograph made 
by means of X-rays: = rapiockam 2. 2 a picture 
formed by a shadow cast on a lighted surface. 3 an 
image formed by light refracted differently by 
different densities of a fluid. 
shadow theatre 7. a display in which shadows of 
puppets are projected onto the rear of a translu- 
cent screen and viewed from the front. 
shadowy dj. 1 like or having a shadow. 2 full of 
shadows. 3 vague, indistinct. 0 shadowiness 7. 
shady ai. (shadier, shadiest) 1 giving shade. 
2 situated in shade. 3 (of a person or behaviour) 
disreputable; of doubtful honesty. o shadily adv. 
shadiness 7. 
shaft e 7. 1 a an arrow or spear. b the long slender 
stem of these. 2 a remark intended to hurt or 
provoke (shafts of wt). 3 (foll. by of) a a ray (of 
light). b a bolt (of lightning). 4 the stem or handle 
of a tool etc. 5 a column. esp. between the base and 
capital. 6 a long narrow space, usu. vertical, for a 
lift, ventilation, ete. 7 a long and narrow part 
supporting or connecting or driving a part or parts 
of greater thickness etc. 8 each of the pair of poles 
between which a horse is harnessed to a vehicle. 
t- iraAct. 9 \ech. a large axle or revolving bar trans- 
ferring force by belts or cogs. 10 .V. Amer collog. 
harsh or unfair treaunent. @ wir FP fit (a weapon, 
tool, or arrowhead) with a shaft. 2 A: Amer collog. 
treat unfairly. [Old English| 
shafting 7. Mech. 1 a system of connected shatts for 
transmitting motion, 2 material from which shafts 
are cut. 
shag'n. 1 aa rough growth or 
mass of hair ete. b (attrib) (of a 
carpet) with a long rough pile. ¢ (attrib) 
(of a pile) long and rough. 2 a coarse 
1 kind of cut tobacco. 3 <a cormorant 
with greenish-black plumage and a 
curly crest. [Old English] 
shag* uf. \shagged, shagging) 
couse slang 1 Brit. have sexual inter- 
course with, 2 (usu. in passive: often foll. 
by out) exhaust; ure out. [18th-century 
coinage} G shagger n. (in sense | of x; 
often as a term of abuse). 
shaggy adj. (shaggier. 
shaggiest) 1 hairy, rough- 
haired. 2 unkempt. 3 (of the 
hair) coarse and abundant. 
0 shaggy-dog story a long 
rambling story amusing only 
by its being inconsequential. 0 shaggily adi. shag- 
giness ». 
shagreen », 1 a kind of untanned leather with a 
rough granulated surface. 2 a sharkskin rough with 
natural papillae, used for rasping and polishing. 
[variant of archaic chagrin “rough skin’] 
shah », /i/. a title of the former monarch of Tran. 
{from Old Persian Asdytiva *king’| 0 shahdom ». 
shaikh var. of suiikn. 
shake e @: | /is/ shook; pas! par. shaken) 1 tr. & ind. 
move forcefully or quickly up and down or to and 


STIAG 


fro. 2 a int: tremble or vibrate markedly. b # cause 
to do this. 3 # a agitate or shock. b collog. upset the 
composure of. 4 ¢& weaken or impair; make less 
convincing or firm or courageous (shook his conft- 
dence). 5 intr. (of a voice, note, etc.) make tremulous 
or rapidly alternating sounds (his vowe shook with 
emotion). 6 tr. make a threatening gesture with (one’s 
fist etc.). 7 intr collog. shake hands. 8 é esp. US collog. 
= shake off: @ n. 1 the act or an instance of shaking; 
the process of being shaken. 2 a jerk or shock. 3 (in 
pl; prec. by the) a fit of or tendency to trembling or 
shivering. 4 = MILK sHAKe. O in two shakes (of a 
lamb’s or dog’s tail) very quickly. no great 
shakes collog. not very good or significant. shake 
a person by the hand = shake hands. shake 
down 1 settle or cause to fall by shaking. 
2 settle down. 3 get into harmony with circum- 
stances, surroundings, etc. 4 \. Amer. slang extort 
money from. shake the dust off one’s feet 
depart indignantly or disdainfully. shake hands 
(often foll. by zzth) clasp right hands at meeting or 
parting, in reconciliation or congratulation, or over 
a concluded bargain. shake one’s head turn 
one’s head from side to side in refusal, denial. 
disapproval, or concern. shake in one’s shoes 
tremble with apprehension. shake a leg collog. 
1 begin dancing. 2 make a start. shake off 1 get 
rid of (something unwanted). 2 manage to evade (a 
person). shake out 1 empty by shaking. 2 spread 
or open by shaking. shake up I mix (ingredients) 
by shaking, 2 restore to shape by shaking, 3 disturb 
or make uncomfortable. 4 rouse from lethargy. 
conventionality, ete. [Old English] a shakeable 
adj. (also Shakable). 

shakedown 7. 1 a makeshift bed. 2 a period or 
process of adjustment or change. 3 esp. L/S slang a 
swindle; a piece of extortion. 4 esp. (aéfrib.) collog. 
denoting a voyage, flight, etc., to test a new ship, 
aircraft, etc., and its crew. 

shaken past part. of stake. 

shake-out 1. an upheaval or reorganization, esp. in 
a business and involving streamlining, redundan- 
cles, ete. : 

shaker n. 1 a persgn or thing that shakes. 2 a 
container for shaking together the ingredients of 
cocktails etc. 3 (Shaker) ¥ a member of an Ameri- 
can religious sect living austerely in celibate mixed 
communities. They made furniture noted for the 
elegant functionalism of its style. [Middle English; 
sense 3: from religious dances] 


SHAKER FURNITURE (WALL-MOUNTED 
CUPBOARD AND BOXES 


Shakespearean 


Shakespearean (also Shakespearian) e adj. 1 of 
or relating to William Shakespeare, English drama- 
tist d. 1616. 2 in the style of Shakespeare. @ n. a 
student of Shakespeare’s works etc. 

shake-up 7. an upheaval or drastic reorganization. 

shako ». (//. -os) Wa cylindrical peaked military hat 
with a plume. [from Hungarian csdkd (stiveg) 
‘peaked (cap)’] 


SHAKO: |] 9TH- plume 
CENTURY BRITISH Tole 
GAVALRY SHAKO - k 
silver oak- 
F leaf lace 
horsehair y : 
plume chin 
, Scales 
CTOUN : 
chin 
Maltese-cross .: strap 
cap plate __ , [ tassel 
peak 


shaky ad. (shakier, shakiest) 1 unsteady; apt 
to shake; trembling, 2 unsound, infirm. 3 unrcli- 
able, wavering (a shaky start). 0 shakily adi. shaki- 
ness i. 
shale 7. soft finely stratified rock that 
splits easily, consisting of consolidated 
mud or clay. O shaly adj. > si.piawn 
shall waux. (3rd sing present shall, 
archaic 2nd sing, present shalt; pas! 
should) (toll. by infin. without /o, or 
absol.; present and past only in use) 
1 (in the Ist person) expressing the 
future tense (J shall return soon\ or 
wwith — shall emphatic 
intention (J shall have a party). 2 (in 
the 2nd and 3rd persons) express- 
ing a strong assertion or command 
rather than a wish (cf wa!) (you 
shall not catch me again). 3 expressing a 
command or duty (thou shalt not 
steal). 4 (in 2nd-person questions) 
expressing an enquiry, esp, to avoid the form of a 
request (cf. wu!) (shall you go lo France’). o shall I? 
do you want me to? [Old English] a 


stressed) 


SHALE: OIL- 
SHALE 


a Usage There is consicerable confusion about 
when to use shall and zev/. The traditional rule in 
standard British Enelish is that shall is used for the 
first person singular and plural (/ and we) to form 
the future tense. while zv// is used for the second 
and third persons e.g, [ shall be late; She will no{ be 
there. In informal usage, / ze2// and we wul/ are quite 
often used for the future tense, e.g, We will try to help, 
but this is unacceptable to some people. 
Conversely, shall is also used with you in polite ques- 
tions (see sense 4 above), and this is quite accept- 
able. When expressing a strong asseruon 01 
command the traditional rule ts that cw// 
is used with the first person singular and 
plural, and shall for the second and 
third persons, e.g. / uwvll not tolerate this; 
Competitors shall arrive by 8 a.m. In prac- 
tice, however, shall is often used for 
the first person singular and plural 
in emphatic contexts (e.g. shall have 
a new car), and will for the second 
and third persons (e.g. low will go to 
bed early). These usages are 
fully acceptable. 


Now 


shallot /sha-lot/ n. < an onion- 
like plant, Addum ascalonicum, with 
a cluster of small bulbs. [from 
French eschalotte| 


SHALLOT 
BULB 
(Allium 
ascalonicum) 


shallow e aq}. 1 of little depth. 2 superficial, trivial 
(a shallow mind), @ n. (often in pl.) a shallow place. 
[Middle English, related to shoai.2] a shallowly 
adv. shallowness 7. 

shalom /shi-lom/ 7. & inl. a Jewish salutation at 
meeting or parting. [from Hebrew sa/om ‘peace’| 

shalt archaic 2nd person sing. of SHALL. 

sham e 7. (shammed, shamming) 1 iir: feign, 
pretend. 2 tr a pretend to be. b simulate. @ 7. 1 im- 
posture, pretence. 2 a bogus or false person or 
thing. @ adj. pretended, counterfeit. 0 sham- 
mer 7, 

shaman /sham-an/ n. Pm a person 
regarded as having access to the world of 
good and evil spirits, esp. among some 
peoples of northern Asia and North 
America. [from Tungus (language of 

E. Siberia) samdn| 0 shamanic ad). 
shamanism 7, shamanist rn. & ad). 
shamanistic adj. 

shamateur 7. Brit. devog. a sports player 
who makes money from sporting activ- 
mies though classed as an amateur, 

Oo shamateurism 1. 

shamble e 2in/x walk or run with a 
shuffling or awkward gait. @ n. a sham- 
blige gait. 

shambles 17.)/. (usu. treated as sing) 
1 collog. a mess or muddle. 2 a butcher's 
slaughterhouse. 3 a scene of carnage. [pl. 
of archaic shamble “stool. stall’: from Latin 
scamellum ‘little bench’) 

shambolic adj. Brit. collog. chaotic, un- 
organized. [related to sH \omBits} 

shame e 7. 1 a fceling of cistress or humili- 
ation caused by consciousness of the guilt 
or folly of oneself or an associate. 2 a 
capacity for experiencing this feeling (haze 
you no shame?), 3 a state of disgrace, 
discretlit, or intense regret. 4 a a person 
or thing that brings clisgrace etc. b a thing 
or action that is wrong or regrettable. 
e wt 1 bring shame on; make ashamed; 
put to shame. 2 (foll. by ito, out of ) force 
by shame. o for shame! a reproof to a 
person for not showing shame. put to 
shame humilhtate by revealing super- 
ior qualities etc. shame on you! you 
should be ashamed. what a shame! _ ae 
how unfortunate! [Old English] Bua psa oC 

shamefaced ad. t showing shaine. 
2 bashful, diffident. []6th-century 
alteration of archaic shamefas! bashful] Oo shame- 
facedly adi. shamefacedness 1. 

shameful adj. 1 that causes or is worthy of shame. 
2 disgraceful, scandalous. 0 shamefully adv. 
shamefulness ». 

shameless ad). 1 having or showmg no sense of 
shame. 2 impudent. 0 shamelessly ad:. shame- 
lessness /i. 

shammy 7. (//. -ies) (in full shammy leather, 
collog, = cnamon 2. [represcnting corrupted pronun- 
clation| 

shampoo e ». 1 liquicl or cream used to lather and 
wash the hair. 2 a similar substance for washing a 
car or carpet etc. 3 an act or mstance of washing 
with shampoo, @ 7./. (shampoos, shampooed 
wash with shampoo, [based on Hindi chhdmpna “to 
press’ 

shamrock ». any of various plants with trifoliate 
leaves used as the national emblem of Ireland. 
[from Trish seamrag “treloi’] 

shandy 2. (//. -ies) a drink of beer mixed with 
lemonade or ginger beer. [19th-century coinage| 

shanghai /shany-hy/ »./: (shanghais. shang- 
haied, shanghaiing I force (a person, Wo be a 
sailor on a ship by using trickery etc. 2 collog. put 
mito detention or an awkward situation by tickery 
(from Shanghai, a major seaport in China 

shank 1. 1 a the lee. b the lower part of the Ice. 


SHAMAN: NATIVE 
AMLRIC.AN 


OF \ SPIRE 


sharif 


c the shin bone. 2 a archaic part of an animal’s hind 
leg as a cut of meat. b US= sun n. 2. 3 a shaft or 
stem. 4 a the long narrow part of a tool etc. joining 
the handle to the working end. b the stem of a key, 
spoon, anchor, etc. [Old English] 0 shanked ad). 
falso m comb). 
shanks’s pony 7. (also shanks’s mare) one’s own 
legs as a means of conveyance. 
shan’t contr. shall not. 
shantung 7. soft undressed Chinese silk. [from 
Shantung, Chinese province] 
shanty! n. (pl. -ies) 1 a hut or cabin. 2 a 
crudely built shack. []9th-century coinage, 
originally North American] 
shanty? 7. (also chanty) (//. -ies) (in full 
sea shanty) a song of a kind originally 
sung by sailors while hauling ropes ete. 
shanty town 7. a poor or depressed area 
of a town, consisting of shanties. 
shape e 7. 1 the total effect produced by the 
outlines of a thing. 2 the external form or 
appearance of a person or thing, 3 a specific 
form or guise. 4 a description or sort or way 
(not on offer in any shape or form). 5 a detinite or 
proper arrangement (gel our ideas into shape). 
6 a condition, as qualified in some way (in good 
shape). b (when unqualified) good condition (back 
in shape). 7 a person or thing seen indistinctly or in 
the umagination (a shape emerged from the mist). 8 a 
mould or pattern. 9 a piece of material, paper, 
etc., made or cut in a particular form, @ uw 1 % give 
a certain shape or form to; fashion. 2 ¢ (foll. by 
to) adapt or make conform. 3 i: give signs of a 
future shape or development. 4 @ frame mentally. 
5 intr, assume or develop into a shape. 6 ¢r direct 
(one’s life etc.). O lick (or knock) into shape 
make presentable or efficient. shape up 1 take a 
\specified) form, 2 show promise; make good 
progress. [Old English gesceap ‘creation’| oO shap- 
able adj, (also shapeable). shaped adj. (also in 
comb.). shaper n. 


shapeless adj. lacking definite or attractive 
shape. O shapelessly adv. shapelessness n. 
shapely adj. \shapelier, shapeliest) 1 well 
formed or proportioned. 2 of elegant or pleas- 
ing shape or appearance. 0 shapeliness 7. 
shard 7. 1 a broken piece of pottery or glass 
etc. 2= porsucrv. {Old English] 
share'e 7. 1 a portion that a person receives 
from or gives to a common amount. 2 aa 
part contributed by an individual to an 
enterprise or commitment. b a part received 
by an individual from this (shave of the credit). 3 each 
of the equal parts into which a company’s capital is 
dividecl entitling its owner to a proportion of the 
profits. @ v. 1 i get or have or give a share of. 2 f 
use or benefit from jointly with others. 3 @ have in 
common (J share your opinion). 4 intr. have a share 
(shall I share with you?). 5 intr. (foll. by in) participate. 
6 fr (often foll. by out) Brit. a divide and distribute. 
b vive away part of. 0 share and share alike 
make an equal division, {Old English scearu ‘diy- 
ision | 0 shareable adj. (also sharable). sharer 71 
share? 
sharecropper 7. esp. (°S a tenant farmer who 
gives a part of each crop as rent. G sharecrop 2.17 
@ wily. (-cropped., -cropping) 


ARV ING 


n. = pLouGusHyRE. [Old English] 


share-farmer 7. .tusfra/. & VI a tenant farmer 
who receives a share of the profits from the owner. 


shareholder 7. an owner of shares in a company. 
a shareholding i. 

share-out 7. an act of sharing out: a distribution. 

shareware 1. Cumnpuling software that is available 
free of charge and olten distributed mformally for 
evaluation. after which a fee 
conunued use 


is requested fo 


sharia /sha-ree-a/ 7. the Muslim code of religious 
law. [from Arabic saz ‘a| 

sharif 7». /sht-reef also shereef. sherif 1 a 
descendant of Muhammad through his daughter 


SHARK 


Sharks can be classified by the way in which they cap- 
ture prey. Filter-feeders, such as the whale shark, strain 
plankton with mesh-like filters in their gills. Bottom- 
dwellers, such as the wobbegong, use flat back teeth 
to grind crustaceans found on the seabed. Pursuit feed- 
ers, such as the great white shark, commonly eat 


upturned, 
pointed snout 


nce eae 


ampullae of 


Lorenzini 


4 
serrated tecth t 


long gill slits 


EXAMPLES OF OTHER SHARKS 


BOTTOM-DWELLERS 


eet a ae ey 
LEOPARD SHARK 
Triakis semifasciata) 


PURSUIT FEEDERS 


eer 


BLUE SHARK 
(Prionace glauca) 


SMOOTH HAMMERTHLAD 


(Sphyrna zygaena) 


%. 
h. FILTER-FEEDERS 


wt 


VW HL WEE Sid ewe hs 
Rhincodon typruys 


7H0 


large pectoral fin 


>> 


PORT JACKSON SHARK 
(Heterodontus portusjacksont) 


SHORTPIN MARKO 
(Isurus oxyrinchus) 


smaller fish, and have sharp teeth for tearing flesh. 
Sharks have adaptations that help them hunt, including 
ampullae of Lorenzini (sensory pores that detect electrical 
signals) and a lateral line (a series of pressure- 
sensitive organs down both sides of the head and 
body that detect the movement of prey). 


prominent dorsal second dorsal swimming 


fin fin keel 


anal fin 


pelvic fin caudal (tail) lobe 


EXTERNAL FEATURES OF A GREAT WHITE SHARK 
(Carcharodon carcharias) 


WOBBEGONG 
(Orectolobus maculatus) 


SINGILL SHARK 
(Hexanchus griseus) 


PHRESHER SHARK 
(Alopias vulpinus) 


SMOOTH DOGFISH 
(Vustelus canis) 


shark 


Fatima, entitled to wear a green turban or veil. 2 a 
Muslim leader. [from Arabic, literally ‘noble’] 

shark! 7. < any of various large usu. voracious 
marine fish with a long body, cartilaginous skel- 
eton, and prominent dorsal fin, > carTiLAuiNous FISH, 
ELASMOBRANCH, FISH. [Middle English] 

shark? n, collog. a person who unscrupulously 
exploits or swindles others. [16th-century coinage] 

sharkskin 7. 1 the rough scaly skin of a shark. 2a 
smooth slightly lustrous fabric. 

sharon fruit n. a persimmon, esp. of an orange var- 
iety grown in Israel. [from Sharon, a plain in Israel] 

sharp e adj. 1 having an edge or point able to cut 

or pierce. 2 tapering to a pot or edge. 3 abrupt, 
steep, angular (a sharp turn). 4 well defined. 5 a in- 
tense (has a sharp temper). b (of flavour) pungent, 
acid. c keen (a sharp appetite). a (of a 
frost) severe, hard. 6 (of a voice or 
sound) shrill and piercing. 7 (of sand 
etc.) composed of angular grains. 8 (of 
words, temper, etc.) harsh or acrimonious. 
9 (of a person) acute; quick to perceive or compre- 
hend. 10 derog. quick to take advantage; unscrupu- 
lous, dishonest. 11 vigorous or brisk. 12 Mus. 
a above the normal pitch. b (of a key) having a 
sharp or sharps in the signature. c (as C sharp, 
F sharp, etc.) a semitone higher than C, F, etc. 
> norarion. 13 collog. stylish or flashy with regard to 
dress. @ n. 1 .\fus. a a note raised a semitone above 
natural pitch. b the sign (g) indicating this. 2 collag. 
a swindler or cheat. 3 a fine sewing-needle. 
@ adv. 1 punctually (at nine o'clock sharp). 2 suddenly 
( pulled up sharp). 3 at a sharp angle. 4 Afus. above the 
true pitch (sings sharp). [Old English] o sharply ado. 
sharpness 7. 

sharpen ut © intr make or become sharp. 
O sharpener 7. 

sharp end 7. 1 Brit. joc. the bow of a ship. 2 collog. 
the scene of direct action or decision. 

sharper 7. a swindler, esp. at cards. 

sharpish collog. @ adj. fairly sharp. e adv. 1 fairly 
sharply.,2 quite quickly. 

sharp practice 7. dishonest or barely honest deal- 
ings. 

sharpshooter 7. a skilled marksman. 0 sharp- 
shooting n. & adj. 

sharp-witted ad. keenly perceptive or intelligent. 
o sharp-wittedly ad. sharp-wittedness 1. 

shat past and past part. of suv. 

shatter v. 1 ¢ & intr. break suddenly in pieces. 2 tr 
severely damage or utterly destroy. 3 f greatly 
upset or discompose. 4 #. (usu. as shattered ad.) 
collog. exhaust. [Middle English, related to scarier] 
Oo shatterer 7. shattering adj. shatteringly ado. 
shatter-proof adj. 

shave e w:/r. (past part. shaved or (as adj.) shaven) 
1 remove (bristles or hair) from the face etc. with a 
razor. 2 (also absol.) remove bristles or hair with a 
razor from (the face, leg, etc.). 3 a reduce by a small 
amount. b take (a small amount) away from. 4 pare 
(wood etc.) to shape it. 5 pass close to without 
touching. e n. 1 an act of shaving or the process of 
being shaved. 2 a close approach without contact. 
3 a narrow miss or escape. 4 a tool for shaving 
wood etc. [Old English] 

shaven sce sHWL. 

shaver ni. 1 a person or thing that shaves. 2 an elec- 
tric razor. 3 collog. a young lad. 

Shavian e adj. of or in the manner of G. B. Shaw, 
Irish-born dramatist d. 1950. or his ideas. @ n. an 
admirer of Shaw. [from Skavius, Latinized form of 
Shaw'| 

shaving 7. 1 a thin strip cut off the surface of wood 
etc. 2 (aiirib.) used in shaving the face (shaving cream), 

shawl 7. a piece of fabric, usu. rectangular and 
often folded into a triangle, worn over the shoul- 
ders or head or wrapped round a baby. [from 
Persian sa/] o shawled adj. 

she e@ pron. (obj. her; poss. her; p/. they) 1 the woman 
or virl or female animal previously named or in 


question. 2athingregardedas ~ 
female, e.g. a vehicle or ship. 
e@ 7. La female; a woman. 2 (in 
comb.) female (ske-goat). [Middle 
English] 
s/he pron. a written representation 
of “he or she’ used to indicate 
both sexes. 
sheaf e 7. (//. sheaves) » a 
group of things held lengthways 
together, esp. a bundle of corn- 
stalks or papers. @ viz make 
into sheaves. [Old English} 
shear e ». (fast sheared, 
archaw shore; past part. 
shorn or sheared) 1 ¢: 
clip the wool off (a 
sheep etc.). 2 /x remove 
or take off by cutting. 3 & cut with 


SHEAF OF 
WHEAT 


& scissors or shears etc. 4 ¢y (foll. by 
© of ) a strip bare. b deprive. 5 tr. 
. & intr. (often foll. by off) 
7 distort or be distorted. or 
’ break, from a structural 
SHEARS : ' 
>, strain. @ 7. 1 Afech, & Geol. 


a strain produced by pres- 
sure in the structure of a 
substance. 2 (in p/.) (also pair of shears sing.) 4a 
large clipping or cutting instrument shaped like 
scissors for use in gardens etc. [Old English] 
0 shearer 7. 
shearwater 7. » any long-winged seabird of 
the family Procellariidae, related to petrels, 
often flying low over the surface of the water. 
sheath /shecth/ n. (pl. sheaths) 1 a close- 
fittmmg cover, esp. for the blade of a knife or 
sword, 2 a condom. 3 Boi., Anat., & Zool. an 
enclosing case or tissue. 4 the protective 
covering round an electric cable. 
5 a woman’s close-fitting dress. 
[Old English] o sheathless ad). 
sheathe /sheeth/ uv.tz, 1 put into a 
sheath. 2 encase; protect with a sheath. 
[Middle English] 
sheathing 2. a protective casing or cover- 
ing. 
sheath knife ». a dagger-lke knife 
carried in a sheath. 
sheave v./r, make into sheaves. 
sheaves //. of sit.vr. 
shebang /shi-bang/ 7. V. Amer: 
slang a matter or affair \esp. the 
whole shebang). [19th-century 
coinage | 
shebeen /shi-been/ 7. (sp. in Ireland, Scodand, 
and §, Africa) an unlicensed house selling alcoholic 
liquor. [from Anglo-Irish s/bin| 


SHEARWATER: 
MANX 
SHEARWALER 


\Puffinus puffinus 


shed'». 1 a one-storeyed structure usu. of wood for 
storage or shelter for animials etc., or as a workshop. 
2 a large roofed structure often with one or more 
sides open, for storing or maintaining machinery, 
vehicles, etc. (bicycle shed). 3 Austral. & NVQ an open- 
sided building for shearing sheep or milking catue 

shed? v./. (shedding: past and past part. shed) 1 let 
or cause to fall off (trees shed their leaves). 2 take of] 
clothes). 3 reduce (an electrical power load) 1 
disconnection etc. 4 cause to fall or flow (sAed blood: 
shed tears). 5 disperse, diffuse, radiate shed light). 6 ol 
a business) reduce its number of jobs or employees) 
through redundancy, natural wastage, etc. O shed 
light on see ict ', [Old English] 

she’d contr. 1 she had. 2 she would. 

she-devil 7. a malicious or spiteful woman. 

sheen 7. 1 a gloss or lustre. 2 raciance, brightness 
[from obsolete sheen “beauutul, resplendent’| 
0 sheeny ad). 

sheep n. (p/. same) 1 any ruminant mammal of the 
genus Ovi» with a thick woolly coat. esp. kept in 
flocks for its wool or meat, and proverbial for its 


umidity. 2 a bashful. defenceless. or easily-led 


shelf 


person. 3 (usu. in p/.) aa member of a minister's 
congregation. b a parishioner. [Old English] 
O sheeplike adj. 
sheep-dip 7. 1 a preparation for cleansing 
sheep of vermin. 2 the place where sheep are 
dipped in this. 
sheepdog 7. I a dog trained to guard and herd 
sheep. 2 a dog of a breed suitable for this. 
sheepfold n. an enclosure for penning sheep. 
sheepish adj. 1 bashful, shy, reticent. 2 embar- 
rassed through shame. o sheepishly adv. sheep- 
ishness 2. 
sheepshank 7. a knot used to shorten 
a rope temporarily, > kno 
sheepskin 7. 1 a garment or rug of 
sheep’s skin with the wool on. 2 leather 
from a sheep’s skin. 
sheer’ e adj. 1 no more or less than; mere, 
unqualified, absolute (sheer luck; sheer deter- 
mination). 2 (of a cliff or ascent etc.) perpendicu- 
lar; very steep. 3 (of a textile) diaphanous. 
@ adv. 1 directly, outright. 2 perpendicularly. 
[Middle English] 0 sheerly adv. sheerness 2. 
sheer? winiz. 1 esp. Naui. swerve or change 
course. 2 (foll. by away, off) go away, esp. 
from a person or topic one dislikes or 
fears. 
sheet'e x. 1 a large rectangular piece 
of cotton or other fabric, used esp. in 
pairs as inner bedclothes. 2 a a broad 
usu. thin flat piece of material (e.g. paper or metal). 
b (attrib.) made in sheets (shee/ steel). 3 a wide continu- 
ous surface or expanse of water, ice, flame, falling 
rain, etc. 4 a set of unseparated postage stamps. 
5 derog. a newspaper. 6 a complete piece of paper 
of the size in which it was made, for printing and 
folding as part of a book, @ v. 1 &@ provide or cover 
with sheets. 2 tr. form into sheets. 3 itr. (of rain 
etc.) fall im sheets. [Old English} 
sheet? n. a rope or chain attached to the 
lower corner of a sail for securing or 
controlling it. [from Old Norse skaut| 
sheet anchor ». 1 a second anchor for use in emer- 
gencies. 2 a person or thing depended on in the last 
resort. 
sheet bend nx. a method of temporarily fastening 
one rope through the loop of another. > KNo! 
sheeting 7. material for making bed linen, 
sheet lightning 2. lightning with its brightness 
diffused by reflection in clouds etc. 
sheet metal 1. metal formed into thin sheets by 
rolling, hammering, ete. 
sheet music 7. 1 printed music, as opposed to 
performed or recorded music and books about 
music. 2 music published in single or interleaved 
sheets, not bound, 
sheikh /shayk/ 7. (also shaikh, sheik) 1 a chief or 
head of an Arab tribe. family. or village. 2 a 
Muslim leader. [from Arabic sayk ‘old man, 
sheikh’| oO sheikhdom pn. 
sheila 7. Austral. & VJ slang a girl or young woman. 
[originally shaler, assumilated to the name Sheila] 
shekel n. 1 the chief monetary unit of modern 
Israel. 2 Aust. a silver coin and unit of weight used in 
ancient Israel and the Middle East. 3 (in pf.) collog. 
money; riches. [from Hebrew seke/] 
shelduck 7. (//. same or shelducks; masc. 
sheldrake, //. same or sheldrakes: > any 
arge bright-plumaged goosclike 
duck of the genus Yadorna, 
esp. 7. ladorna of Eurasian 
and N. African coasts 
Middle English] 
shelf 1. | 6/. shelves 
laa thin flat picce 
of wood or metal etc. projecting 
rom a wall, or as part of a 
unit. used to support books 
etc. b the flat bottom 
surface of a recess a wall 


SHEEPSHANK 


SHELDUCK 


ea nae 
\ Tadorna tadorna 


shelf-life 


etc. used similarly. 2 a a projecting horizontal ledge 
in a cliff face ete. b a reef or sandbank. 0 on the 
shelf 1 (of a woman) past the age when she might 
expect to be married. 2 (esp. of a retired person) 
no longer active or of use. [Middle English] 
0 shelved adj. shelfful x. ( p/. -fuls). shelf-like ad). 

shelf-life 1. ( p/. -lives) the length of time for which 
a stored item remains usable. 

shelf mark 7. a notation on a book showing its 
place in a library. 

shelf room 7. available space on a shelf. 

shell e 7. 1 a» the hard outer case of many 
molluses. & mMoucse. b the hard but fragile outer 
covering of an egg...» icc. e the usu. hard outer case 
of a nut-kernel, seed, etc. d the carapace of a 


tortuise. turtle. etc. e the wing-case or pupa-case of 


many’ insects etc. 2 a an explosive projectile for use 
in a big gun or mortar. b a hollow container for fire- 
works, explosives, cartridges, etc. c US a cartridge. 
3 a mere semblance or outer form without 
substance. 4 any of several things resembling a shell 
in being an outer case, esp.: aa light racing boat. b a 
hollow pastry case. ¢ the metal framework of a vehi- 
cle body ete. d the walls of an unfinished or 
gutted building, ship, etc. @ «/: 1 remove 
the shell or pod from. 2 bombard with 
shes. O come out of one’s shell 
cease to be shy. shell out also ahyol. 
collog. 1 pay (money). 2 hand over (a 
required sum). [Old English] o shelled 
ad. shell-less «adj. shell-like adj. shell- 
proof adj. (in sense 2a of n.). shelly ad). 

she? ll cuir. she will: she shall. 

shellac e@ 1. Jac resin in thin flakes. used fon 
making varnish (ef. uvc '). @ z./7 (Shellacked, shel- 
lacking) 1 varnish with shellac. 2 C'S s/ang defeat 
or thrash soundly. [saris + tact, translation of 
French aque en écailley lac in thin plates’ | 

shellfire 7. the firing of shells. 

shellfish ». | p/. same; 1 an aquatic shelled mollusc. 
2 a crustacean, 

shell pink e 7. a delicate pale pink. @ adj. (hyphen- 
ated when aéirh) of this colour, 

shell-shock 7. a nervous breakcown or 
psychological disturbance resulting from exposure 
to battle. 6 shell-shocked adj. 

shell suit 7. a tracksuit with a soft lining anc a weather- 
proof nylon outer ‘shell’, used for leisure wear. 


other 


Shelta 7. an ancicnt secret language used by Irish 
tinkers. gypsies, etc. and based largely on altered 
Irish or Gaelie words, [1 9th-century coinage] 

shelter e 7. 1 anything serving as a shield or protec- 
tion from danger, bad weather, etc. 2 a a place of 
refuge. b.\. dimer an animal sanctuary, 3 a shielded 
condition; protection. @ 7. 1 @ act or serve as shelter 
to: protect; conceal: defend. 2 intr & vefl. find 
refuge; take cover. []6th-century comage] 

sheltered housing 7. (also sheltered accom- 

modation) Bril, accommodation for elderly or 
handicapped people consisting of private inde- 
pendent units with some shared facilities and a 
warden, 

shelve! i./; 1 a abandon or defer (a plan cte.). 
b remove ja person) from active work etc. 2 put 
books etc.) on a shelf. 3 At (a cupboard etc.) with 
shelves. [from shelves, pl. of suit] a shelver n. 
shelving ». 

shelve® j:ini), (of ground ete.) slope downwards. 

shelves f/. of sii. 

shemozzle 7. (also schemozzle \/ane La brawl on 
commotion. 2 a muddle, [Yiddish] 

shenanigan 7. (esp. in //.) colloy. 1 high-spirited 
behaviour: nonsense. 2. tickery: dubious man- 
ocuvres. [1 9th-century comage| 

shepherd e 1. 1: /e. shepherdess, a person 
employed to tend sheep. 2 a member of the clergy 
ete. who congTreeauion, 
e@@fr Latend sheep ete... b guide followers et 
2 marshal or drive .a crowd ete. like sheep. [Old 
Enghsh| 


cares for anc guides a 


shepherd’s pie z. a dish of minced meat under a 
layer of mashed potato. 

sherbet 1. 1 a Bril. a {lavoured sweet effervescent 
powder or drink. b.\. Amer a water ice. 2 a drink of 
sweet diluted fruit juices. [from Arabic sarba 
‘drink’ 

sherd rn. = poisiirn. [variant of sHvKp| 

sheriff n. 1 Bril. a (also High Sheriff) the chief 
executive officer of the Crown in a county, admin- 
istering Justice etc. b an honorary officer elected 
annually in some towns. 2 US an elected officer in 
a county, responsible for kecping the peace. [Old 
English] 

sheriff court »:. Sv. a county court. 

Sherpa 1. (//. same or Sherpas) a member of a 
Himalayan people living on the borders of Nepal 
and Tibet. [native name] 

sherry 1. (//. -ies) 1 a fortified wine originally from 
southern Spain. 2 a glass of this. [earlier sherns, 
from Spanish (eo de) Xeres, now Jerez de la Fron- 
tera in Andalusia] 

she’s contr, 1 she is. 2 she has. 

Shetlander 1. a native of the Shetland Islands. 
NNE of the mainland of Scotland. 

Shetland pony 7. 4 a pony of a small hardy 
rough-coated breed. 

Shetland wool n. a fine 

loosely twisted wool from 

Shetland sheep. 
shew archaiw var. of siiow., 
Shia (also Shi’a, @ 1. 

(pl. same or Shias) 
1 one of the two main 
branches of Islam, esp. 
in Iran, that rejects the 
first three Sunni caliphs 
and regards Ali, the 
fourth caliph, as Muhammad's first successor (cf. 
Stxm. 1s, 2 a Shrite. @ ad. of or relating to Shia. 
[from Arabic s7°@ ‘party’ (of Ali, Muhammad's 
cousin and son-in-law)| 

shiatsu 1. a kind of therapy of Japanese origin, in 
which pressure is applied with the thumbs, palms, 
etc. to certain points of the body. | Japanese. liter- 
ally ‘finger pressure’ | 


SHETLAND 
PONY 


shibboleth ». a custom, doctrine, phrase, ctc., 
distinguishing a particular group of people. [from 
Hebrew ‘bbolet ‘ear of corn’, used as a test of 
nationality for its difhcult pronunciation judg, 
12:6)] 
shied fs! and pas! part. of suy?. 
shield e 7. 1 a csp. his! m a 
piece of armour carried on 
the arm or im the hand to 
deflect blows from the head 
or body. & at veiiRinc. ba 
thing serving to protect 
(unsurance is a shield against 
divaster’. 2 a thing reseim- 
bling a shield, esp. a a 
trophy in the form of a 
shield. b a protective plate 
or sereen in machinery 
ete. ¢ a shieldlike part 
of an animal, esp. a 
shell. da sumilar part 
of a plant. @ fh: pro- 
tect or screen. [Old 
Enelish| 
shift @ 1 inh. & hb. change on 
move or cause to Change or move from one position 
to another, 2 @. Br. remove, esp. with effort teak 
cont shift the lainy). 3 Brit. slang a inte. hurry (2ee'll 
have to shift? bt, cousume food or drink) hastily or 
in bulk, ¢ fr eollog. sell, esp. quickly, in large quan- 


watered 
vteel 


thiselled 
and wilded 
decoration 


Mg 


tities, or dishonestly, 4 fn contrive or manage as 
best one can. 3.4. Ame. a i: change (year) in a ve- 
hicle. b mf. change gear, 6 mb. (of cargo) get shaken 
out of place, 7 ate archaic. be evasive or indirect. 
e@. 1 athe act or an instance of shifting b the 


! boss 
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shine 


substitution of one thing for another. 2 aa relay of 
workers (the night shifi). b the ume for which they 
work (an eight-hour shift). 3 a a device, stratagem, or 
expedient. b a wick or evasion. 4 a a woman's 
straight unwaisted dress. b archaic a loose-fitting 
undergarment. 5 a displacement of spectral lines 
(see also RLD sHiFt). 6 a key on a keyboard used to 
switch between lower and upper case etc. 7 NV. Amer. 
aa gear lever in a vehicle. b a mechanism for this. 
o make shift manage or contrive; get along some- 
how vnade shifi without it). shift for oneself rely on 
one’s own efforts. shift one’s ground take up a 
new position in an argument etc. [Old English sezf- 
fan ‘to arrange, divide’, etc.| 0 shifter 7. 
shiftless ad. lacking resourcefulness; lazy. 0 shift- 
lessly adv. shiftlessness 7. 
shifty adj. (shiftier, shiftiest) collog. evasive: 
deceitful. 0 shiftily adv. shiftiness n. 
shib-tzu 7). « breed of dog with long silky erect hair 
and short legs. [Chinese, ‘hon’ 
shiitake /shi-tah-kay/ 7. (in full shiitake mush- 
room) an edible mushroom. Lentinus edodes. culti- 
vated in Japan and China on oak logs ete. 
| Japanese, from sf (a kind of oak) + fake *mush- 
room | 
Shi’ite /shee-It/ (also Shiite: @ 7. an aclherent of 
the Shia branch of Islam. @ adj. of or relating to Shia, 
a Shi’ism 7. (also Shiism). 
shiksa n. offens. (used by Jews) a gentile girl on 
woman. [from Hebrew sigsd] 
shillelagh /shi-lay-lé/ n. a thick stick of black- 
thorn or oak used in Ireland esp. as a weapon. 
[from Shellelagh in Co. Wicklow, Ireland} 
shilling 1. 1 /is/. a former British coin and monet- 
ary unit equal to one-twenticth of a pound. 2 a 
monetary unit in Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda. 
o take the King’s (or Queen’s) shilling Byi/. his/. 
enlist as a soldier (formerly a soldier was paid a 
shilling on enlisting). [Old English] 
shilly-shally @ vin/r, (-ies, -1ed) le undecided; 
vacillate. @ adj. vacillating, @ n. indecision; vacilla- 
tion. [origmally shail J, shall 1, redwplication of shall 
[| o shilly-shallyer n. (also -shallier). 
shim e 7. a thin strip of material used in machinery 
ete. to make parts fit. @ 7d, (shimmed, shim- 
ming) fit or fill ug with a shim. [18th-century 
comage| 
shimmer e 7.in/7, shine with a tremulous or faint 
light. @ », such a light. [Old English] o shimmer- 
ingly adi. shimmery ad). 
shimmy e 7, ( //. -ies) Ais! a kind of ragtime dance 
in which the whole body is shaken. @ c.intr. 
(-tes, -ied) 1 /as/, dance a shimmy. 2 move in 
a similar manner. [2(0th-century coinage] 
shine 7. 1 the front of the leg below the 
knec, 2 a cut of beef from the lower 
part of the animal’s leg. @ wir, & (usu. 
foll. by up, dozen) intr. (Shinned, shin- 
ning) climb quickly by clinging with 
the arms and legs. [Old English] 
shin bone 7, = ini. 
shindig 1». colloy. 1 a festive, esp. noisy, 
| party, 2 = stinpy 1. 
shindy 2». (//. -ies) collog. 1 a brawl, dis- 
turbance, or noise {Aicked up a yhindy). 
2 = sup |. 
shine e & (fast and pas! part. shone or 
shined) 1 in. emit or reflect light: be bright; 
glow (the lamp way shining: his face shone with 
gratitude), 2 tr. (of the Sun, a star, ete.) be 
visible. 3 ¢. cause (a lamp etc.) to shine. 4 tr \ past 
and past part. shined) polish i shined his shoes). 5 inh. 
he brilliant; excel (does not shine in conversation: is a 
dining example). @ n. 1 light; brightness, esp. 
reflected. 2a high polish: lustre. 3 C'S the act or an 
instance of shining esp. shocs. 0 shine up to C'S 
seek to ingratiate onesclf with. take the shine out 
of 1 spoil the brilliance or newness of. 2 throw into 
the shade by surpassing, take a shine to colloq. take 
a fancy to. [Old English} o shiningly cad. 
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SHELL aa , | cai 
A mollusc’s shell consists of layers of a hard 
mineral (calcium carbonate) laid down | ae 
within a framework of protein. It is spire ) 
produced by a soft tissue called the suture L L ies 


mantle, which surrounds the animal’s columella 


internal organs. Some terrestrial 
molluscs have shells, but the greatest 
variation in shell size and shape is 
shown by marine species. The two 
main groups are gastropods and 


toothed 
aperture 


bivalves, while tusk shells, chitons. a ( 
and cephalopods form minor ~ (growth wae 
> -) ly ine or o§ 
groups. Gastropods usually have ~~ ridge) ¢ 
a spiral shell, typically with a i 
right-hand coil. Bivalves’ = 
shells have paired valve 4 - : 
; P . . > hag sri § \ \ieennilli syphonal 
connected by a hinge. syphonal | /4 —— 4 
canal a 
FEATURES OF A NEAPOLITAN TRITON CROSS-SECTION OF A 
U (Cymatium parthenopeum) NEAPOLITAN TRITON 
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GASTROPODS 


COCBSCOMB 
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GIANT RAZOR SPEC KT LD thE L Lin FAN MUSSEI,. 
SHELL ( Tellina listert) (Pinna rudis\ 
(Ensis siliqua) 


CALIFORNIA JAPANESE WONDER COMMERCIAL 
FROG SHELL SHELL PROCHUS 
(Crossata californica) (Thatcheria mirabilis) ( Trochus niloticus) 


DOG PRUE HENRI 
| GOCKLE LION'S PAW COCKLE 
PAE set ~ (Glycymeris glycymeris) (Lyropecten nodosus) (Corculum cardiysa) 
As * ae : 
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WIDE-MOUTHED WEST INDIAN WORM FLCA-BITE CONE 
PURPURA SHELL (Conus pulicarius) 
(Purpura patula) (Termicularia spirata) 


STRAWBERRY DRUPE COMMON EGG COWRIE FOOLS GAP (Dentalium CHILON SAN UO ol Tits 
(Drupa rubustdaeus) (Ovula ovum) (Capulus ungaricus) elephantinum Chaetopleura papilio v Nautilus pomprlin 
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shiner 


shiner 1. 1 a thing that shines. 2 collog. a black eve. 

shingle! n. (in sing or pl.) small rounded pebbles, 
esp. on a seashore. [Middle English] 0 shingly ad). 

shingle® @ 7. 1 a rectangular wooden tile used on 
roofs, spires. or esp. walls. 2 archaic a shingled hair. 
b the act of shingling hair. 3..\. Amer a small sign- 
board. @ «tr 1 roof or clad with shingles. 2 archaic 
a cut (a woman’s hair) short. b cut the hair of (a 
person or head) in this way. [Middle English] 

shingles ».p/. (usu. treated as sing.) an acute painful 
inflammation of the nerve ganglia, with a skin 
eruption often forming a girdle around the middle 
of the body, caused by the same virus as chicken- 
pox. [based on Latin cingulum ‘girdle’] 

shin-guard 77. = sHin-r\v. 

shinny vn/r (-ies, -1ed) ‘usu. foll. by up, down) 
NV. Amer. collog. shin (up or down a tree etc.). 

shin-pad 7. a protective pad for the shins. worn 
when playing football ete. 

Shinto nx. a religion incorporating the worship of 
ancestors and nature spirits, unul 1945 the state 
religion of Japan. [from Chinese shen dao way of 
the gods’| o Shintoism 7. Shintoist vv. 

shinty 11. | p/. -ies: Brit. 1 a game like hockey played 
with a ball and curved sticks, and taller goalposts. 
2 a stick or ball used in shinty. [earlier shinny, appar- 
ently from a ery used in the game| 

shiny «ad. :shinier, shiniest) } having a shine: 
elistening: polished; bright. 2 (of clothing) having 
the nap worn off. 0 shinily adi. shininess 1 

ship e 7. 1 a ¥ any large seagoing vessel. b a sailing 
vessel with a bowsprit and three, four, or five 
square-rigged masts. 2 C'S an aircraft. 3 a space- 


SHIP 


Throughout history, ships have been used to 
transport goods and people around the globe, 
In times of war they are employed in both 
detence and attack. From the 15th to the 
mid-19th century, sailing ships like the one 
shown here were widely used for exploration 
and trading, but by the 1880s their domi- 
nance was ended by the rise of 


steamships, Today, ships are mainly j 
| turbine- or diesel-powered, and et 

include ocean liners, some of ' 

which can accommodate over » 


1 000 passengers; warships 

| such as frigates and aircraft 
carricrs; cargo-carrying 
container ships; and 
supertankers, which 
can carry 300,000 
tonnes of oil. 


gaff —— 


CHNiE 


spanker 


hackstays 
houom 


wheelhouse 


draught metrhs 


7O1 


ship. 4 collog. a boat, esp. a racing boat. 
e « (shipped, shipping) 1 /: put, take, or send 
away on board ship. 2 #7: a take in (water) over the 
side of a ship, boat, etc. b take (oars) from the 
rowlocks and lay them inside a boat. ¢ fix (a rudder 
etc.) in its place. d step (a mast). 3 it, a embark. 
b \of a sailor) take service on a ship \shipped for 
Africa). 4 ly deliver (goods) to a forwarding agent for 
conveyance. O ship off 1 send or transport by ship. 
2 collog. send (a person) away. ship a sea Bri. be 
flooded by a wave. take ship embark. when a 
person’s ship comes home (or in) when a 
person's fortune is made, [Old English] o ship- 
pable aq). 

shipboard 27. (usu, aéfib.) used or occurring on 
board a ship (@ shipboard romance). 0 on shipboard 
on board ship. 

shipbuilder 7. a person, company, ctc., that 
constructs ships. 0 shipbuilding 7. 


ship canal 7. a canal large enough for ships. 

ship chandler ». (also ship’s chandler) a dealer 
in ropes, canvas, etc. 

shipload 7. a quantity of goods forming a cargo. 

shipmate ». a fellow member of a ship's crew. 

shipment 7. 1 an amount of goods shipped. 2 the 
act or an instance of shipping goods ete. 

ship of the desert /. the camel, 

ship of the line ». /i/. a ship of suflicient size for 
the front line of battle. 

shipowner 7. a person owning a ship or ships or 
shares in ships. 

shipper 7”. a person o1 company that sends or 
receives goods by ship, or ((S by land or ait. 


mizzen-mast house flag. 
(third mast) — | V7 
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shirk 


shipping 7. 1 the act or an instance of shipping 
goods ete. 2 slips. 

shipping agent 7. a person acting for a ship or 
ships at a port etc. 

ship’s biscuit 7. /is/. a hard goarsce kind of biscuit 
kept and eaten on board ship. 

ship’s boat x. a small boat carried on board a ship. 

ship’s chandler var. of sHip CHANDLER. 

ship’s company ”. a ship’s crew. 

shipshape ad:. & predic.adj. in good order; trim and 
neat. 

ship-to-shore e adj. {rom a ship to land. e 7. a 
radio-telephone for such use. 

shipwreck e 7. 1 a the destruction of a ship by a 
storm, foundering, etc. b a ship so destroyed. 
2 .often foll. by of) the destruction of hopes, 
dreams, etc. @ 7. 1 & inflict shipwreck on. 2 intr. 
suffer shipwreck. 

shipwright 7. 1 a shipbuilder. 2 a ship’s carpenter. 

shipyard ». a place where ships arc built, repaired, 
Cle 

shire n. Brit. La county. 2 the Shires) aa group of 
English counties with names ending or formerly 
ending in -sfie, extending NE fron: Hampshire 
and Devon. b the midland counties of England. 
3 Austral. a rural area with its own elected council. 
[from Old High German sciva ‘care, official 
charge’] 

-shire /shé/ suffix forming the names of counties 
(Derbyshire, Hampshire). 

shire-horse 1. a heavy powerful type of draught 
horse. & HORS! 

shirk «(7 (also absol.) avoid; get out of (duty, work, 
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shirr 


responsibility, fighting, etc.) [from obsolete shirk 
‘sponger’| O shirker 7. 

shirr ez. 1 two or more rows of esp. elastic gath- 
ered threads in a garment etc. forming smocking, 
2 elastic webbing. @ wir 1 gather (material) with 
parallel threads. 2 US bake (eggs) without shells. 
[19th-century comage] 0 shirring 7. 

shirt 7. 1 a man’s upper-body garment of cotton 
etc., having a collar and sleeves. 2 a similar 
garment worn by a woman; a blouse. keep one’s 
shirt on collog. keep one’s temper. lose one’s 
shirt collog. lose all one’s possessions, put one’s 
shirt on Brit. collog. bet all one has on. the shirt 
off one’s back collog. one’s last remaining posses- 
sions. [Old English] 0 shirted adj. shirting n. 
shirtless adj. 

shirt-dress 7. = sHixrwaister. 

shirt-front 7. the breast of a shirt, esp. of a stiff- 
ened evening shirt. 

shirtsleeve 7. (usu. in #/.) the sleeve of a shirt. o in 
shirtsleeves wearing a shirt with no jacket etc. 
over it. 

shirt-tail n. the curved part of a shirt below the 
Waist. 

shirtwaist 7. esp. US'a woman’s blouse resembling 
a shirt. 

shirtwaister 7. a woman’s dress with a bodice like 
a shirt. 

shirty adj. (shirtier, shirtiest) Bri/. collog. angry; 
annoyed. o shirtily adv. shirtiness n. 

shish kebab 7. a dish of pieces of marinated meat 
and vegetables cooked and served on skewers. 
[from Turkish yzs kebabr] 

shit coarse slang @ vint. G tr (shitting; pas! and pas! 
part. shitted or shit or shat) expel faeces from the 
body or cause (faeces etc.) to be expelled. @ 7. 1 faeces. 
2 an act of defecating. 3 a contemptible or worth- 
less person or thing. 4 rubbish; nonsense. 5 an 
intoxicating drug, esp. cannabis. @ i. an exclam- 
ation of disgust, anger, etc. in the shit in trouble; 
in a difficult situation. not give a shit not care 
at all. wp shit creek in a predicament. [Old 
English] 

shite n. © int. coarse slang= snr n. & int. 

shit-hot adj. coarse s/. excellent. 

shithouse 1. coarse slang 1 a lavatory. 2 a con- 
temptible place. 

shitless predic.adj. coarse slang 0 be scared shitless 
be extremely frightened. 

shitty ad). (shittier, shittiest) coarse slang 1 disgust- 
ing, contemptible. 2 covered with excrement. ? 

shiver'e 7:ini, 1 tremble with cold. fear. etc. 2 suffer 
a quick trembling movement of the body; shudder. 
e7. 1 a momentary shivering movement. 2 (in pl. 
prec. by the) an attack of shivering, esp. from fear or 
horror (got the shivers in the dark). [Middle English] 
O shiveringly adv. shivery ad). 

shiver’ e 7. (esp. in pi.) each of the small pieces into 
which esp. glass is shattered when broken; a splin- 
ter. @ vir & inf. break into shivers. 0 shiver 
my timbers a reputed piratical curse. [Middle 
Enelish} 

shoal! e 7. 1 a great number of fish swimming 
togcther. 2 esp. Brit. a multitude; a crowd (shoals of 
letters). @ v.ints: (of fish) form shoals. 

shoal? e n. 1 a an area of shallow water. b a 
submerged sandbank visible at low water. 2 (esp. in 
pl.) hidden danger. @ v.2lr. (of water) get shallower. 
@ adj. archaic or Sc. & NV. Amer. dial. (of water) shallow. 
[Old English] 0 shoaly ad). 

shock'e 7. 1a violent collision, impact, tremor, etc. 
2 a sudden and clisturbing effect on the emotions, 
physical reactions, etc. (the news was a greal 
shock). 3 an acute state of prostration follow- 
ing a wound, pain, etc. (7 shock). 4 = ric: 
rr sHOcK. 5 esp. A. Amen = SHOCK ABSORBER. 
e.ilnt affect with shock; horrify: 
outrage. b (absol.) cause shock. 2 é (esp. in ee 
passive) affect with an clectric or pathologic- 

al shock. 3. inf. experience shock (J don’t 


shock easily). [from French choc 
ability 7. shockable aq). 
shock? e x. a group of corn-sheaves stood up with 


(n.), choguer (v.)| Q shock- 


their heads together in a field. @ utr arrange (corn) | 


in shocks. (Middle English] 

shock? 7. (usu. foll. by of) an unkempt or 
shaggy mass of hair. 

shock absorber 7. » a clevice on a vehicle 
etc. for absorbing shocks, vibrations, etc. 
CAR 

shocker 7. collog. 1 a shocking person or 
thing. 2 fist. a sordid or sensational novel 
etc, 

shocking e aq. 1 causing indigna- 
tion or disgust. 2 Brit. collog. very 


bad (shocking weather). @ adv. collog. fluid _ 
shockingly; extremely (shocking bad 100) 
manners). 0 shockingly adv. shock- 

ingness n. 

shocking pink e 7. a vibrant shade Ad 
of pink. e@ adj. of this colour. chan 
shock jock 7. collog. a disc jockey 

who expresses opinions on a talk 

radio show in a_ deliberately — pasion 
provoc alive Wat. Usp. ds ct MICAS ol 
highlighting a controversial issue. SCS 
shockproof adj. resistant to the me 
effects of shock. inner ___— 
shock therapy 7. (also shock ube 
treatment: Psychol. a method of spring 


treating depressive patients by elec- 
tric shock or drugs inducing coma 
and convulsions. 
shock troops 7.)/. troops specially 
trained for assault. 
shock wave 7. ¥ a sharp change 
of pressure in a narrow region 
travelling through air etc. caused by 


shock explosion or by a body moving 
ave Zee faster than sound. 
Ss 
a 
“ . 
—— plane flying 
j Jaster than ils 
3 sound waves 
sound waves 
shoch 


SHOCK WAVE PRODUCED BY A 
SUPERSONIC AIRCRAFT 


wave ___ 


shod past and past part. of siiot. 

shoddy e cad. (shoddier, shoddiest) 1 poorly 
made. 2 counterfeit. @ 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a an inferior 
cloth made partly from the shredded fibre of old 
woollen cloth. b such fibre. 2 any thing of shoddy 
quality. [19th-century coinage, originally dialect] 
o shoddily adz. shoddiness n. 

shoe e ». 1 y either of a pair of protective foot- 
coverings of leather, plastic, etc., having a sturdy 
sole and not reaching above the ankle. 2 a me tal 
rim nailed to the hoof of a horse etc. 3 anything 
resembling a shoc in shape or use, esp.: a a drag for 
a wheel. b = BRAKL SHOL. © a socket. @ wi ishoes, 
shoeing: fas! and past part. shod) 1 fit (esp. a horse 
etc.) with a shoe or shoes. 2 (as shod adj.) (in comb.) 


tongue 


heel 


grip 


vamp 


cuff — 


eing cap 


mole 


hottom filler! outsole! lining\ steel shank | Jeal.| seal 


lift 


SHOE: CROSS-SECTION OF A LEATIILR SHO 


upper mount 
(chassis 
attachment) 


SHOCK ABSORBER: 
CUTE NWSAANE NGL Wee) 
SILOCK ABSORBER 


shoot 


having shoes etc. of a specified kind (dry-shod: 
roughshod). O be in a person’s shoes be in his or 
her situation, difficulty, etc. dead men’s shoes 
property or a position etc. coveted by a prospective 
successor. [Old English] o shoeless adj, 
shoeblack n. esp. Bril. a person who 
cleans the shoes of passers-by for 
payment. 
shoebox 7. 1 a box for packing shoes. 
2 collog. a very small space or dwelling. 
shoehorn e 7. a curved piece of 
horn, metal, etc., for easing the heel 
into a shoe. @ v./z force into an inad- 
equate space. 
shoelace n. a cord for lacing up 


shoes. 
piston shoe leather 7. leather for shoes, 
rod esp. for the soles when worn 
through by walking, 
shoemaker 7. a maker of boots 
and shoes. 0G shoemaking 1. 
hydraulic shoeshine n. esp. \. Amer. a polish 
cplinder given to shoes. 
sporine shoestring 7. I a shoclace. 2 collog. 
asmall esp. madequate amount ol 
large money (living on a shoestring). 3 (attrib.) 
chamber barely adequate; precarious (a shoe- 
string majority). 
control Shoe-tree n. a shaped block for 
—~ valve keeping a shoe in shape. 
lowe shogun 1. isi. any of a succession of 
mount hereditary commanders-in-chief in 


feudal Japan whose regime dom- 
inated Japan from 1192 1867. 
[ Japanese, from Chinese jiang jun 
‘general’] 0 shogunate 7. 

shone asi and past part. of suing, 

shoo @ ini. an exclamation used to frighten away 
birds, children, etc. @ v. (shoos, shooed) 1 if 
utter the word ‘shoo’, 2 ¢ (usu. foll. by away) drive 
(birds ete.) away by shooing. 

shoo-in 7. .\. Amer. something easy or certain to 
succeed. 

shook pas! of suak.. @ predic.adj. collog. 1 (foll. by up) 
emotionally or physically disturbed; upset. 2 (foll. 
by on) Austral. & NZ keen on; enthusiastic about (not 
loo shook on the English climate). 

shoot e v: (past and past parl. shot) 1 ft a cause (a 
gun, bow, etc.) to fire. b discharge (a bullet, arrow, 
etc.) from a gun, how, etc. ¢ kill or wound with a 
bullet, arrow, ete. from a gun, bow, etc. 2 intr 
discharge a gun etc. (shoots well). 3 t send out, 
discharge, propel, etc., esp. swiftly (shot out the contents: 
shot a glance at his neighbour). 4 int come or go swiftly 
or vigorously. 5 mir, a (of a plant etc.) put forth buds 
etc. b (of a bud etc.) appear. 6 mf: hunt game ete. 
with a gun. 7 /r film or photograph. 8 esp. Foothall 
a wr, take a shot at the goal. b & score (a goal). 9 t: 
(of a boat) sweep swiftly down or under (a bridge, 
rapids, falls, ete.). 10 ¢ move (a door bolt) to fasten 
or unfasten a door etc. 11 ¢ (also, abso/., foll. by up) 
slang inject esp. oneself with (a drug). 12 tN Amer: 
collog. a play a game of (craps, pool, etc.). b throw (a 
die or dice). 13 &% Golf collog. make (a specified score} 
for a round or hole. 14 & collog. pass (traffic lights at 
red). @ 2. 1 the act or an instance of shooting. 2 aa 
young branch or sucker. b the new growth of 
plant. 3 Brit. a a hunting party, expedition, etc. 
b land shot over for game. 4= cutai | @ int. .N Amer 
slang euphem. an exclamation of disgust, anger, etc. 
sce sit). O shoot ahead come quickly to the front 
of competitors etc. shoot down 1 kill by shooting. 
2 cause (an aircraft, its pilot, etc.) to crash by shoot- 
ine. 3 argue effectively against. shoot it out s/ang 
engage in a decisive gun battle. shoot a line Bri. 
ang talk pretenuously. shoot one’s mouth off 
slang talk too much or indisereetly. shoot through 
Austral, & 2 slang depart; escape, abscond. shoot 
up I grow rapidly. 2 rise suddenly. 3 terrorize a 
district) by indiscriminate shooting, [Old English] 
0 shootable ad) 


NIGNRIS 


shooter 


shooter 2. 1 a person or thing that shoots. 2 a (in 
comb.) a gun or other device for shooting ( pea-shooler; 
six-shooter). b slang a pistol etc. 3 a player who shoots 
or is able to shoot a goal in football, netball, etc. 

shooting e 7. 1 the act or an instance of shooting. 
2 athe right of shooting over an area of land. ban 
estate etc. rented to shoot over. @ adj. moving, grow- 
ing, etc. quickly (a shooting pain in the arm), B the 
whole shooting match co/log. everything, 

shooting box 2. &7i/. a lodge used by sportsmen in 
the shooting season. 

shooting brake ». (also shooting break) Bri. an 
estate car, 

shooting gallery n. a place used for shooting at 
targets with rifles etc. 

shooting iron 7. esp. U'S co/log. a firearm. 

shooting range 7. a ground with butts for rifle 
practice. 

shooting star 7. a small meteor moving rapidly 
and burnmg up on entering the Earth’s atmos- 
phere. 

shooting stick n. a walking stick with a hanclle that 
unfolds to form a seat. 

shooting war ». a war in which there is shooting 
OPP. COLD WAR, WAR OF NERVES, tC. ). 

shoot-out »), co/log. 1 a decisive gun battle. 2 (in full 
penalty shoot-out) /oo/bal/ a tie-breaker decided 
by each side taking a specified number of penalty 
shots. 

shop e #. 1 a building. room. etc., for the retail sale 
of goods or services (chenust’s shop; betting shofi). 
2 collog. an act of going shopping (our big weekly 
shop). 3a place in which manufacture or repairing 
is done (engineering shop). 4 a profession, trade, busi- 


Hess. cic. sp. as a subject of conversation (falA 


vhop;. 5 collog, an institution, establishment, place of 


business, etc. @ 7. (shopped. shopping) 1 ini, a 20 
to a shop or shops to buy goods, b CS = wixnow- 
sHop. 2 dr esp. Brif. slang form against (a criminal 
etc.). O all over the shop Bit. collog. 1 in clisorder 
wseattered all aver the shap). 2 in every place (leaked for it 
all over the shop. 3 wildly \hitting out all over the shop). 
set up shop establish oneself in busmess etc. 
shop around look for the best bargain. [from Old 
High German scop/ porch } 

shopaholic ». collog. a compulsive shopper. 

shop assistant 7, Bri. a person who serves in a 
shop. 

shopfitter n. a person whose job is fitting shops 
with counters, shelves. etc. 0 shopfitting 2. 

shop floor ». (hyphenated when a/ird.) Brit. 1 work- 
ers in a factory etc. as disunct from management. 
2 their area or place of work. 

shopfront ». the facade of a shop. 

shop girl 77, a female assistant in a shop. 

shopkeeper 1. the owner and manager of a shop. 
a shopkeeping ». 

shoplifter ». a person who steals goods while 
appearing to shop. O shoplift xn (also absol.). 
shoplifting #. 

shopman ». ( f/.-men: 1 Brit. a shopkeeper or shop 
assistant, 2 a workman in a repair shop. 

shopper 7. 1 a person who makes purchases in a 
shop. 2 Brit. a shopping bag or trolley. 3 a smull- 
wheeled bicycle with a basket 

shopping 7. 1 often q/ih) the purchase of goods 
etc. shopping expedition. 2 goods purchased | put the 
shopping on the table) 

shopping centre »). an area or complex of shops. 

shop-soiled a7}. Bri/, Y soiled or laded by display in 
ashop. 2 of a person. idea, ete, grubby; tarnished; 
no longer fresh or new, 

shop steward 1. a person clected by workers in a 
factory etc. to represent them in dealings with 
management, 

shopwalker ». /):/. an attendant m a large shop 
who clirects Customers, supCrviscs assistants, lc. 

shop window ». La display window ina shop. 2 an 
opportunity for displaying skills, talents, 1 


766 


short-termism 


shopworker n. a person who works in a shop. 
shopworn adj. esp. US = sHop-soiLen. 
shore’ 7. 1 the Jand that adjoins the sea or a large 
body of water. 2 (usu. in p/.) a country; a sea coast 
(often visits these shores; on a distant shore). Qin Shore on 
the water near or nearer to the shore (cf. INsHORE). 
on shore ashore. [from Middle Dutch  schore 
‘shore, sea marsh’] 0 shoreless ad). shoreward 
adj. & adv. shorewards adv. 
shore’ @ 1. a prop or beam set against a ship, wall, 
tree, etc., as a support. @ w/z support with or as if 
with a shore or shores; hold up. [from Middle 
Dutch schore prop’) 0 shoring 7. 
shore? sce sitk. 
shore-based adj. operating from a base on shore. 
shore leave 1. ,\aui. 1 permission to go ashore. 2 a 
period of time ashore. 
shoreline 7. the line along which a stretch of water 
meets the shore. 
shorn fas/ part. of star. 
short e adj. 1 a measuring little from end to end in 
space or time (a short distance; a short time ago; had a 
short life). b seeming less than the stated amount (a 
Jew short years of happiness), © consisting of a smal] 
number of items (a short list). 2 not tall (a short square 
tower, was shorter than average). 3 a (usu. foll. ly of, 
(collog.) on) having a partial or total lack; deficient: 
scanty (short of spoons; ts rather short on sense). b not far- 
reaching; acting or being near at hand (cuthin short 
range). 4a concise; brief (Kept his speech short). b curt; 
uncivil (was short werth her). 5 (of a person’s memory) 
unable to retain things for long. 6 Phonet. & Prosody 
of a vowel or syllable: a having the lesser of the two 
recognized durations. b (of a vowel) categorized as 
short with regard to quality and length (cf. tone! ad). 
7). 7 (of pastry) crumbling: not holding together. 
8 esp. Stock Evch. (of stocks, a stockbroker, crops, 
etc.) sold or selling when the amount ts not in hand, 
with reliance on getting the deficit in time for deliv- 
ery. 9 Brit. (of a drink of spirits) undiluted (see also 
SHORL DRINK). @ adv. 1 before the natural or expected 
ume or place: abruptly | pulled up short; cut short the 
celebrations). 2 rudely (spoke to him short). en. 1 Brit. 
collog. = sHort drink. 2 a short circuit. 3a short film. 
4 Stock Exch. a a person who sells short. b «in pl.) 
short-dated stocks. @ vf: @ intr short-circuit. 0 be 
caught or 4Sr/. taken) short 1 be put at a dis- 
advantage. 2 Brit. colloy. urgently need to urinate or 
defecate. bring up (or pull up) short check or 
pause abruptly. come short of fail to reach or 
amount (o. for short as a short name (Tom far 
short). get 1or have) by the short and curlies 
collog. be in complete control of (a person). go 
short not have enouvh. in short briefly. in short 
order US immediately, rapidly. in the short run 
over a short period of time. in short supply 
scarce. in the short term = i7 (he short run. make 
short work of accomplish, dispose of. destroy. 
consume, etc. quickly. short and sweet esp. iru. 
brief and pleasant. short for an abbreviation for 
( ‘Bob’ ts short for ‘Robert’. short of 1 see sense 3a of 
adj. 2 less than (nothing short of a miracle). 3 distant 
from: before reaching (fvo miles short of home). 
4 without going so far as; except (did everything short 
of destroying it). short of breath pantiny, short- 
winded. short on collog. see sense 3a of adj. [Old 
English] a shortish ad. shortness 7. 
shortage ». a deficiency; an amount lacking (@ short- 
age of 100 tons). 
short back and sides ». Bri/, a haircut in which 
the hair ts cut short at the back and the sicles. 
shortbread 7. a rich type of biscuit made with 
butter, flour, and sugar. 


D 


shortcake n. 1 = sioxtuetan. 2 a cake made of 
short pastry and filled with fruit and cream. 

short change e 7. insufficient money given as 
change. @ vf (short-change) rob or cheat by 
giving short change. 

short circuit e@ 1. an electric circuit through small 


resistance, esp. instead of the resistance of a 


normal circuit. e vz. (short-circuit) 1 mix © & 
cause a short circuit; cause a short circuit in. 2 ¢ 
shorten or avoid (a journey, work, etc.) by taking a 
more direct route etc. 

shortcoming 7. failure to comie up to a standard; a 
defect. 

shortcrust 7. (in full shortcrust pastry) Bri. a 
type of crumbly pastry made with flour, fat, and a 
little water. 

short cut 7. 1 a route shortening the distance trav- 
elled. 2 a quick way of accomplishing something, 

short-dated adj. due for early payment or redemp- 
tion. 

short division n. \Math. division in which the 
quotient is written directly without being worked 
out in writing. 

short drink 7. Byii, a strong alcoholic drink served 
in small measures. 

shorten v. 1 mi © tr, become or make shorter or 
short. 2 tr .Vaut. reduce the amount of (sail spread). 

shortening 7. fat used for making pastry. 

shortfall 7. a deficit. 

short fuse 7. collog. a quick temper. 

shorthand 7. 1 (often atin.) a method of rapid writ- 
ing in abbreviations and symbols. 2 an abbreviated 
or symbolic mode of expression. 

short-handed adj. understaffed. 

shorthand typist x. Bri. a typist qualified to take 
and transcribe shorthand. 

short haul 7. 1 the transport of goods over a short 
distance (hyphenated when altb. short-haul routes). 
2 a short-term effort. 

short head »n. Bri. Racing e n. a distance less than 
the length of a horse’s head. @ ur, (short-head) 
beaten hy a short head. 

shorthold adj. (of a tenancy or lease) whereby a 
tenant agrees to rent a property for a short fixed 
term, at the end of which the landlord may recover 
it. e 

shorthorn 7. an animal of a breed of cattle with 
short horns, ; P 

shortlist e@ 7. a list of selected candidates from 
which a final choice is made. @ wé put on a short- 
list. 

short-lived ad). ephemeral. 

shortly adv. 1 (often foll. by before, after) before long: 
soon (will arrwe shortly; arrwed shortly after him). 2 in a 
few words; briefly. 3 curtly. [Old English] 

short measure 7, Jess than the professed amount. 

short notice 7. a small, esp. insufficient, length of 
warning ume, 

short odds 1.//. néarly equal stakes or chances in 
betting, 

short order n. NV. Amer. an order for quickly cooked 
food (hyphenated when attrb.: short-order chef ). 

short-range ad. 1 having a short range. 2 relating 
to a fairly immediate future time (short-range possibil- 
hus. 

shorts 1.6/. 1 trousers reaching only to the knees or 
higher, 2 LS underpants. 

short shrift ». curt treatment. 

short sight n. the inability to focus except on 
comparatively near objects. > sich 

short-sighted adj. 1 having short sight. 2 lacking 
imagination or foresight. 0 short-sightedly adv. 
short-sightedness 7. 

short-sleeved adj. with sleeves not reaching below 
the elbow. 

short-staffed «dj. having insufficient staff. 

shortstop 1. a baseball fielder between second and 
third base. © pasraat 

short story ». 2 story with a fully developed theme 
but shorter than a novel. 

short temper 7. a tendency to lose one’s temper 
quickly. 6 short-tempered ad. 

short-term adj, occurring in or relating to a short 
period of time. 

short-termism 7. concentration on short-term 


short time 


projects etc. for immediate profit at the expense of 
long-term security. 

short time 7. the condition of working fewer than 
the regular hours per day or days per week. 

short ton sce ron 2. 

short view 7. a consideration of the present only, 
not the future. 

short waist 7. 1 a high or shallow waist of a dress. 
2 a short upper body. 

short wave n. a radio wave of frequency greater 
than 3 MHz. 

short weight 7. weight Jess than it is alleged to be. 

short wind 7. breathing power that is quickly 
exhausted. 

short-winded ad. 1 having short wind. 2 in- 
capable of sustained effort. 

shorty 7. (also shortie) ( p/. -ies) collog. 1 a person 
shorter than average. 2 a short garment. 

shot! n. 1 the act or an instance of firing a gun etc. 
(several shots were heard). 2 an attempt to hit by shoot- 
ing or throwing ete. (took a shot at him). 3 a a single 
non-explosive missile for a gun etc. b (p/. same or 
shots) a small lead pellet used in quantity in a 
single charge or cartridge in a shotgun. > snoTatn. 
¢ (treated as p/.) these collectively. 4 a a photo- 
graph. b a film sequence photographed continu- 
ously by one camera. 5 a a stroke; a kick in a ball 
game. b a kick etc. made with the aim of scoring. 
¢ collog. an attempt to guess or do something (et him 
have a shot at it). 6 collog. a person having a specified 
skal with a gun ete. (2s not a good shot). 7 a heavy ball 
thrown by a shot-putter. > snoi-put. 8 the launch of 
a space rocket. 9 the range, reach, or distance to or 
at which a thing will carry or act. 10 a remark 
aimed at a person. 11 collog. a a drink of esp. 
spirits. b an injection of a drug, vaccine, etc. 0 like 
a shot collog. without hesitation; willingly. shot 
across the bows see sow’. shot in the arm collog. 
1 stimulus or encouragement. 2 Bri. an alcoholic 
drink. shot in the dark a mere guess. [Old English] 

shot? past and past part. of sroor. @ ad. 1 (of 
coloured material) woven so as to show different 
colours at different angles. 2 collog. a exhausted; 
finished; ruined. b drunk. 0 be (or get) shot of 
Brit. slang be (or get) rid of. shot through perme- 
ated or suffused. 

shot? n. Brit. collog. a reckoning, a bill | paid his shol). 
{Middle English] 

shotgun 7. ¥ a smooth-bore gun for firimg small 
shot at short range. 


over and under barrels 


cartridge —_ 


cartridge shut 


1860) 

| guard ok 
Ton 

| trigges ee 


SHOTGUN: OVER-AND-UNDER 
SHOTGUN AND CARTRIDGE 


stock 


shotgun marriage 7. (also shotgun wedding 
collog. an enforced or hurried wedding. esp. because 
of the bride’s pregnancy. 
shot-put 7. » an athletic contest in 
which a shot is thrown. 0 shot- 
putter 7. 
should wax. (3rd sing. 
should) pas/ of sit, used 
esp.: 1 in reported specch, 
esp. with the reported 
element in the Ist person (cf. 
woutb) (J said I should be home by 
evening). 2. a to express a duty. 
obligation, or likelihood (/ 
should lell you: you should have 
been more careful. they should 
have arrived by now). b in 


SHOT-PUT: 


the Ist person) to express a tentative suggestion (/ 
should like to say something). 3 a expressing the condi- 
tional mood in the Ist person (cf. wourp) (I should 
have been killed if I had gone). b torming a conditional 
clause (if you should see him: should they arrive, tell them 
where to go). 4 expressing purpose (i order thal we 
should not worry). 


= Usage In senses 1, 2b, and 3a, would is now more 
often used with J and we than should, i.e. I said 1 
would be late, I would have gwen it to her if I had seen her, 
in order to avoid the sense of obligation or duty 
implied by should (see sense 2a above). In senses 2a, 


3b, and 4 should and not would is used with all the 
persons. 


shoulder e 7. 1 a the part of the body at which the 
arm, foreleg, or wing is attached. b (in full shoul- 
der joint) the end of the upper arm joining with 
the collarbone and scapula. > jomnr. ¢ either of the 
two projections below the neck from which the 
arms hang. 2 the upper foreleg and shoulder blade 
of a pig, lamb, etc. when butchered. 3 (often in p/.) 
a the upper part of the back and arms. b this part 
of the body regarded as capable of bearing a 
burden or blame, providing comfort, etc. (needs a 
shoulder to cry on). 4 a strip of land next to a road 
( pulled over on to the shoulder). 5 a part of a garment 
covering the shoulder, 6 a part of anything resemb- 
ling a shoulder in form or function, as in a bottle, 
mountain, tool, etc. @ 7 1 a / push with the shoul- 
der; jostle. b imix make one’s way by jostling (shoul- 
dered through the crowd). 2 tr. take (a burden etc.) on 
one’s shoulders (shouldered the familys problems). put 
for set) one’s shoulder to the wheel set to work 
vigorously. shoulder arms hold a rifle with the 
barrel against the shoulder and the butt in the 
hand. shoulder to shoulder 1 side by side. 
2 with closed ranks or united effort. [Old English] 
a shouldered «qj. also in comé.). 
shoulder bag ». a bag that can be hung from the 
shoulder. 
shoulder-belt 7. a bandolhier or other strap passing 
over one shoulder and uncer the opposite arm. 
shoulder blade 7. nai. either of the large flat 
bones of the upper back. 
shoulder joint sce sori pir 7. Lb. 
shoulder-length ad). (of hair etc.) reaching to the 
shoulders, 
shoulder pad 1. a pad sewn into a garment to bulk 
out the shoulder. 
shoulder strap 1. 1 a strip of cloth going over the 
shoulder from front to back of a garment. 2 a strap 
suspending a bag etc. from the 
shoulder. 
shouldn’t contr should not. 
shout e 7. 1 mfx, make a loud crv or vocal sound: 
speak loudly \ shouted for attention). 2 tr. say or express 
loudly (shouted that the coast was clear). 3 tr also abyol.) 
Austral. & \.< collog. treat (another person) to drinks 
ctc. @ 7. 1 a loud cry expressing joy etc. or calling 
attention. 2 Bril. collog. one’s turn to order and pay 
for a round of drinks ete. o all over bar (or but the 
shouting collog. the contest is virtually decided. 
shout at speak loudly to etc. shout down reduce 
to silence by shouting. shout for call for by shouting. 
[Micldle English] o shouter n. 
shove e zl 
@ by absol.) 
if push vigorously 
j (shoved him out of 
the way), 2 int. (usu. 
foll. by along, past, 
through, etc.) make one’s 
way by pushing (shoved 
through the crowd ). 3 tr: 
collog. put some- 
where shoved if in 
the drawer. @ n. an act of 
shoving or of prompting a 
person into action G shove 
off 1 start from the shore 


falso 


NUN ea oer en NCE STH 


show 


in a boat. 2 slang depart (told him to shove off). (Old 
English] 

shove-halfpenny 1. a form of shovelboard played 
with coins etc. on a table. 

shovele x. 1 aa spadclike tool for shifting quantities 
of coal, earth, etc., esp. having the sides curved 
upwards. b the amount contained in a shovel; a 
shoyelful. 2 a machine or part of a machine having 
a similar form or function. @ w/7, (shovelled, 
shovelling; US shoveled. shoveling) 1 shift or 
clear (coal etc.) with or as if with a shovel. 2 collog. 
move in large quantities or roughly (shovelled peas into 
his mouth). [Old English] 0 shovelful z. (p/. -fuls). 

shovelboard n. Bri. a game played esp. on a ship’s 
deck by pushing discs with the hand or with a long- 
handled shovel over a marked surface. [alteration 
of obsolete shoveboard| 

shoveller 7. (LS shoveler) 1 a person or thing that 
shovels. 2 (usu. shoveler) ¥ a duck, Anas clypeata, 
with a broad shovel-like beak. > puck 


SHOVELLER: NORIHERN SHOVELLER 
danas clypeata) 


show e ». (fas! parl. shown or showed) 1 intr. & Ir. 
be, or allow or cause to be, visible; manifest; appear 
(the buds are beginning to show, white shows the dirt). 2 tr. 
offer, exhibit, or produce (a thing) for scrutiny ete. 
(show your tickets please, showed him my poems), 3 tr. 
demonstrate (kindness, rudeness, etc.) to a person 
(showed respect towards him: showed him no mercy). 4 intr. 
(of feelings etc.) be manifest (zs dislike shows). 5 tr. 
a point out; prove (has shown it lo he false, showed that 
he knew the answer). b (usu. foll. by Aow to + infin.) 
cause {a person) to understand or be capable of 
doing \shozeed them how to knit). © tr \refl.) a exhibit 
oneself as being (showed herself a generous host). b (toll. 
by ¢o be) exhibit oneself to be (showed herself to be fair). 
7 tr. S intr. with reference to a film) be presented or 
cause to be presented. 8 / exhibit in a show. 9 ¢ 
conduct or lead (showed them to their rooms: 10 intr. = 
shore up 3 (waited but he didn't show). @ n. 1 the act or 
an instance of showing; the state of being shown. 
2 aa spectacle, display, exhibition, etc. .@ fine shou 
of blossom). b a collection of things ete. shown for 
public entertamment or in competition (dog shou, 
Slower show). 3 a a play etc., esp. a nuusical. b a hight 
entertainment programme on television etc. ¢ any 
public entertainment or performance. 4 a an 
outward appearance or display (made a show of agree- 
ing; a Show of strength). b empty appearance; mere 
display (did i for show, that’s all show’). 5 esp. Brit. 
collog. an opportunity of acting, defending oneself, 
etc. (gave him a fair show. made a good show of +! 
6 \fed. a discharge of blood etc. from the vagina at 
the onset of childbuth. 0 give the show (or 
whole show; away demonstrate the inadequacies 
or reveal the truth. good \or bad or poor) show! 
esp. Brit. collog. 1 that was well (or badly) done. 
2 that was lucky (or unlucky). nothing to show 
for no visible result of ,effort etc.). on show being 
exhibited. show one’s cards = s/w one’s hand. 
show a person etc. a clean pair of heels co//oq. 
retreat speedily from a person etc.; run away. Show 
one’s colours make one's opinion clear. show a 
person the door clismiss or eject a person. show 
one’s face make an appearance; let oneself be 
show fight be persistent or belligerent 
show forth «aivhai exhibit: expound. show one’s 
hand 1 disclose one’s plans. 2 reveal one’s cards 
show a leg Bri. collog. 1 get out of bed. 2 make 
one’s appearance. show off 1 display to advan- 
2 cullag. act pretentiousl, display 


“CCU 


toe one’s 


showbiz 


SHOWJUMPING 


Although equestrian events were 
recorded at the Olympic Games 

| of 642 BC, the first showyumping 
contests were not staged until the 
early 1900s. A horse andl rider in 
a showjumping compctition must 
negotiate a set course that in- 
cludes fences and water hazards. 
Faults are incurred when the 
horse or rider falls, when a jump 
is refused. or when an obstacle is 
knocked down. Jumping fences in 
the wrong order results in elimina- 
tion. Depending on the type of 
competition, the winning horse and 
ricer have either the fewest faults 
or the quickest time. Most fences 

| consist of planks or poles supported 
hy wooden stands called standards 
or wings. To prevent myury, parts of 
these fences collapse on impact. 


noseband 


SHOWJUMPING FENCES 


UPRIGHT PLANKS UPRIGH] 


wealth, knowledge, etc. show oneself 1 be sccen in 
public. 2. see show round (L/\ 
around) take (a person) to places of interest: act as 
guide for {a person) in a building etc. show one’s 
teeth Bri reveal one’s strength; be aggressive 
show through 1 be visible through a covering. 
2 (of real feelings etc.) be revealed inadvertently 
show up I| make or be conspicuous or clearly visible 
2 expose fa fraud, impostor, inferiority, etc.). 3 collog. 
appear; ari ive. 4 collog. embarrass or humiliate (dont 
show me up by wearing jeans). show the way 1 indicate 
by attempting it first 
which way to go etc. show willing 
to help ete. (Old English] 


sense 6 of 


what has to be done etc 
2 show other 
display a willingne 
showbiz 1. ¢o/log. = 
showboat 7. ('S.a river steamer on which theatrical 
performances are given 

show business | ng. the theatrical profession. 
showcase e 7. 1 a glass case used for exhibiting 
goods etc. 2 a place or medium for presenting 
somthing to general attention. @ 7./. display in o1 
as if in a showcase 

showdown »). | a final test or confrontation: a clec 
2 th 
cards mn pok ii 

shower e 7. 1 a bricf fall of rain 2aa 
brisk flurry of arrows, dust, sparks, etc. ba flurry ol 


gifts, praise, ctc. 3 (in full shower-bath) a a cu- 


sive situation laying down fac up of thi 
player 


how, ete 


nicle. bath. ete. in which one stands under a spray 
of water. b the apparatus ete. used for this. ¢ the act 
of bathing ma shower, 4.\. Amer a party for giving 
presents lo a prospective bride, et 5 Bnit. slang < 
contemptible unple ht person or group of 
people. @ i 1 fr discharges ter, niissiles, ete., ina 
shower. 2 ifr use a shower-bath 3° ¢. (usu toll. by 
on. up lavish \ ilts ¢ 4 lc ncdlain 
a shower (if sh aff al . {Old English] 


Oo showery 


browband —_ 


cheek prece 


brushing 
hoal 


VOMiE 


shrew 


running 
martingale / 


sheep shiny 


numnah 
guth 


hoof 


SHOWJUMPING HORSE AND RIDER 


[RIPE BAR (STAIRCASE) 


showerproofe ad. resistant to light rain, @ v.fz make 
showerproof. 

showgirl n. an actress who sings and dances in 
musicals, variety shows, etc. 

showground 7. an area of land on which a show 
takes plac c 

show house /). (also show home; /77/. a furnished 
and decoratecl house on a new estate shown to 
prospective buyers. 

showing 7. 1 the act or an instance of showing, 2 a 
usu. specified quality of performance (a poor show- 
ing). 3 the presentation of a case; evidence (on present 
showing). 

showjumping 27. A the sport of riding horses 
competitively over a course of fences etc. 0 show- 
jump win, showjyumper 7. 

showman 7. (//. -men) 1 the proprietor o 
manager of a circus ete, 2 a person skilled in self- 
advertisement or publicity. 0 Showmanship 1. 

shown /as/ part. of stioy 

show-off 7. collog. a person who shows off. 

show of force 7. a demonstration of one’s readi- 
He to use forces 

show of hands 7. raised! hands indicating a vote 
lar or against. 

showpiece 1. 1 an item of work presented for ex- 
hibiven or display. 2 an outstanding example on 
pec Whe. 

showplace na house ete. that tourists 20 tO see 

showroom 7. a room used to display goods for sale. 

show-stopper 7. co/loy iving 

O show-stopping «id. 


periormance re¢ 
prolonged applause 

show trial 7. esp. fist. a judicial trial designed by 
the state to Cerrorize or impress the public, 

show-window 7. a window for exhibiting goods 


el 


~ hard nding hat 


vslirrup bool 
ivan 


HOG’S-BACK 


_- jodhpurs 


_ showjumping saddle 


, hindquarters 


| _ dock 


\ 
\ riding 


—~ hock 


gaskin / 
joint 


pastern 


WALL 


showy ad). (showier, showiest) 1 brilliant; gaudy, 
esp. vulgarly so. 2 striking. o showily adz. showi- 
ness 7 

shrank fas¢ of siiriyx. 

shrapnel 7. 1 fragments of a bomb etc. thrown out 
by an explosion. 2 a shell containing pieces of 
metal etc. tumed to burst short of impact. [named 
after Gen. H. Shrapnel, British soldier, 1761-1842, 
inventor of the shell| 

shred e 7. 1 a scrap, fragment, or strip. 2 the least 
amount, remnant (not a shred of evidence). @ u.t. (shred- 
ded, shredding) tear or cut into shreds. 0 tear to 
shreds completely refute (an argument etc.). [Old 
English seread ‘piece cut off’, scréadian ‘to trim, 
prune’ | 

shredder 7. 1 a machine used to reduce documents 
to shreds, 2 any device used for shredding. 

shrew 7. 1 ¥ any small usu. insect-eating mouselike 
mammal of the family Soricidae, with a long 
pointed snout. 2 a bad-tempered or scolding 
woman, [Old Enghsh] 0 shrewish ad). (in sense 2). 
shrewishly adv. shrewishness 2. 


SHREW: COMMON SHREW 


(Sorex araneus| 


shrewd 


shrewd adj. 1 showing astute powers of judgement; 
clever and judicious. 2 (of a face etc.) shrewd- 
looking. |Middle English in sense ‘malignant’: from 
obsolete shrew ‘to curse’| 0 shrewdly adv. shrewd- 
ness 71. 
shriek e v, 1 iniz a utter a shrill screeching sound or 
words. b (foll. by of) provide a clear or blatant indi- 
cation of. 2 tv a utter by shrieking (shrieked his name). 
b indicate clearly or blatantly. @ 2. a high-pitched 
piercing cry or sound. o shriek out say in shrill 
tones. shriek with laughter laugh uncontrol- 
lably. o shrieker 7. 
shrift n. archaic 1 confession to a priest. 2 confession 
and absolution. [Old English, from surive] 
shrike n. any bird of the family Laniidae that 
impales its prey of small birds and insects on 
thorns. 
shrill @ ad. 1 piercing and high-pitched in sound. 
2 derog. (esp. of a protester) sharp, unrestrained. 
@v. 1 inix. (of acry etc.) sound shrilly. 2 é& utter (a song, 
complaint, etc.) shrilly. [Middle English] 6 shrill- 
ness 7. shrilly ad. 
shrimp e 7. 1 (//. same or shrimps) ¥ any of various 
small (esp. marine) edible crust- 
aceans, with ten legs, grey- 
green when alive and pink 
when cooked, 2 collog. a very 
small slight person. @ v.2niz 
go catching shrimps. 
{Middle English] p 
shrimper 7. 


compound 


eye \ 
. -- \ antenna 


, cephalothorax 
' 


abdomen 


foal vce amie \ 
3 felven 


SHRIMP: COMMON SHRIMP 
(Crangon crangon) 


shrine e 7. 1 esp. RC Ch. aa chapel, church, altar, 
ctc.. sacred to a saint, relic, etc. b the tomb of a 
saint etc. c a reliquary. d a niche containing a holy 
statue etc. 2 a place associated with or containing 
memorabilia of a particular person, event, etc. 
3 va Shinto place of worship. @ z./r poet. enshrine. 
{from Latin senmum 
‘case for books’| 


SHRINE: |9TH-CENTURY SHINTO 
SHRINE, JAPAN 


shrink e 2, (fas! shrank: pas part. shrunk or (esp. 
as adj.) shrunken) 1 & @ intr, make or become 
smaller; contract, esp. by the action of moisture, 
heat, or cold. 2 intr. (usu. foll. by from) a recoil; 
flinch: cower (shrank from her touch). b be averse trom 
doing (shrinks from meeting them). 3 intr. (as shrunken 
adj.) (esp. of a person etc.) having grown smaller 
because of age, illness, etc. @ nm. 1 the act or an 
instance of shrinking, 2 s/ang a psychiatrist (from 
‘head-shrinker’). O shrink into oneself become 


withdrawn. [Old English] o shrinkable ad). 
shrinker n. shrinkingly ad?. shrink-proof adj. 

shrinkage 7. 1 a the process or fact of shrinking. 
b the degree of shrinking, 2 an allowance made for 
the reduction in takings due to wastage, theft, etc. 

shrinking violet 7. an exaggeratedly shy person. 

shrink-wrap ?:/7, (-wrapped, -wrapping) enclose 
(an article) in (esp. transparent) film that shrinks 
tightly on to it. 

shrive wir (pas! shrove; past part. shriven) Eccl. 
archaic 1 (of a priest) hear the confession of, assign 
penance to, and absolve. 2 (reffl.) (of a penitent) 
submit oneself to a priest for confession etc. [Old 
English scrifan ‘to impose as penance’ | 

shrivel vi, G int, (shrivelled, shrivelling; US 
shriveled, shriveling) contract or wither into a 
wrinkled, folded, contorted, or dried-up state. 

shriven fas! part. of surive. 

shroud e 7. 1 a sheetlike garment for wrapping 
a corpse for burial. 2 anything that conceals like 
a shroud (shroud of mystery). 3 (in pl.) Naut. a set 
of ropes forming part of the standing ngging 
and supporting the mast or topmast. > pINcHY, 
riGGiNG. @ v.lr 1 clothe (a body) for burial. 2 cover, 
conceal, or disguise (shrouded in mist), [Old English] 

shrove past of surivr. 

Shrove Tuesday 7. the day before Ash Wednesday. 

shrub! 7. a woody plant smaller than a tree and 
having a very short stem with branches near the 
ground, [Old English] o shrubby adj. 

shrub? 7. a cordial made of sweetened fruit juice 
and spirits, esp. rum. [from Arabic surb] 

shrubbery 7. (//. -ies) an area planted with shrubs. 

shrug e « (shrugged, shrugging) 1 ifr slightly 
and momentarily raise the shoulders to express 
indifference, ignorance, contempt, etc. 2 fr a raise 
(the shoulders) in this way. b shrug the shoulders to 
express (indifference etc.) (shrugged his consent). @ n. the 
act or an instance of shrugging. Oo shrug off 
dismigs as unimportant ete. by or as if by shrug- 
ging. [Middle English] 

shrunk (also shrunken) past part. of sunins. 

shtick 7. collog. an attention-getting or theatrical 
routine, gimmick, or talent. [Yiddish, {from 
German Stick “piece’] 

shtum adj. (also schtum) collog. silent; non- 
communicative. [Yiddish, from German s/umm| 

shuck (‘Se ». 1 a husk or pod. 2 the shell of an 
oyster or clam. 3 (in pf.) collog. an expression of 
contempt or regret or self-deprecation in response 
to praise. @ 7.42 L remove the shucks of; shell. 
2 (often foll. by off) remove, throw or strip ofl 
clothes ete.). [1 7th-century coinage] o shucker 7. 

shudder e winiz, 1 shiver esp. convulsively from 

cold, repugnance, etc. 2 feel strong repugnanice ete. 
(shudder to think), 3 (of a machine etc.) vibrate or 
quiver. @ 7. 1 the act or an instance of shuddering. 
2 (in pl.; prec. by éhe) collog. a state of shuddering, 

[from Middle Dutch schideren| 0 shuddery ad). 

shuffle e 7. 1 ty & intr, move with a scraping, sliding. 
or dragging motion. 2 fr, a (also absol.) rearrange \a 
pack of cards) by sliding them over each other 
quickly. b rearrange; intermingle (shuffled the docu- 
ments). 3 lr (usu. foll, by on, off, into) assume or 
remove esp. clumsily or evasively (shuffled on his 
clothes, shuffled off responsilility). 4 intr a equivocate; 
prevaricate. b continually shift one’s position; 
fidget. @ 2. 1 a shuffling movement. 2 the act or an 
instance of shuffling cards. 3 a change of relative 
positions. 4 a quick scraping movement of the {cet 
in dancing. O shuffler zn. 

shuffle-board 71..N. Amer = sito LiboarD. 

shufti x. (p/. shuftis) Bri. collog. a look or glimpse. 
{based on Arabic saffa ‘to try to sec’] 

shul /shool/ n. a synagoguc 

shun »./, (shunned, shunning} avoid: keep clear 
of (shuns human company). (Old English] 

shunt ev. 1 inir, & tr diverge or cause (a train) to be 
diverted esp. on to a siding, 2 ¢ divert (a decision 
etc.) on to another person etc. @ 7. 1 the act or an 


shy 


instance of shunting on to a siding, 2 Electr a 
conductor joining two points of a circuit, through 
which more or less of a current may be diverted. 
3 Bnt. slang a motor accident, esp. a collision of 
vehicles travelling one close behind another. 
[Middle English] o shunter 7. 

shush e i/. = wust int. @ 0. 1 intr. a call for silence by 
saying shush. b be silent (they shushed at once). 2 tr. 
make or attempt to make silent. 

shut 2, (shutting; pas/ and past part. shut) 1 fr a move 
(a door, lid, lips, etc.) into position so as to block an 
aperture. b close or seal (a room, window, box, eye, 
mouth, etc.) by moving a door, lid, etc. 2 mux 
become or be capable of being closed or sealed 
(shuts automatically). 3 intr. @ tr. esp. Brit. become or 
make (a shop etc.) closed for trade. 4 ¢ bring (a 
book, hand, etc.) into a folded-up or contracted 
state. 5 dr (usu. foll. by 2, owt) keep (a person, sound, 
etc.) in or out of a room etc. by shutting a door etc. 
(shut out the noise). 6 ir. (usu. foll. by zn) catch (a finger, 
dress, etc.) by shutting something on it (shut her finger 
in the door). O be (or get) shut of s/ang be (or get) rid 
of. shut the door on refuse to consider; make 
impossible. shut down 1 stop (a factory etc.) from 
operating. 2 (of a factory etc.) stop operating. shut 
one’s eyes (or ears or heart or mind) to pretend 
not, or refuse, to see (or hear or feel sympathy for or 
think about). shut in (of hills, houses, etc.) encircle, 
prevent access etc. to or escape from (shut in on three 
sides) (see also sense 5). shut off 1 a stop the flow of 
(water, gas, etc.) by shutting a valve. b switch off (a 
machine etc.). 2 separate from society etc. shut 
out I exclude. 2 screen from view. 3 prevent (a 
possibility etc.). 4 block from the mind. shut up 
1 close all doors and windows of: bolt and bar. 
2 imprison (a person). 3 close (a box etc.) securely. 
4 collog. reduce to silence by rebuke etc. 5 put (a 
thing) away in a box etc. 6 (esp. in per) collog. stop 
talking. shut up shop I close a business, shop, etc 
2 cease business etc. permanently. [Old English] 

shutdown 7. the closure of a factory etc. 

shut-eye 7. cvllog. sleep. 

shut-off 7. 1 something used for stopping an oper- 
alion. 2 a cessation of flow, supply, or activity. 

shutter e ». 1 a person or thing that shuts. 2 a each 
of a pair or set of panels fixed inside or outside a 
window for security, privacy, or shade. b a structure 
of slats on rollers used for the same purpose. 3 a 
device that exposes the film in a photographi 
camera, > CAMERA, @ vf, 1 put up the shutters of. 
2 provide with shutters, O put up the shutters 
1 cease business for the day. 2 cease business etc. 
permanently. 0 shutterless adj. 

shuttle e 7. 1 aa bobbin used tor carrying the weft- 
thread across betwcen the warp-threads in weav- 
ing. & wave. b a bobbin carrying the lower thread 
in a sewing machine. 2 a train. bus, etc., going to 
and fro over a short route continuously. 3 = sHurri 
GOGK. 4 = sPAch SHL TILL. @ & Lit, G tr, move or cause 
to move to and fro like a shuttle. 2 ind. travel in a 
shuttle. {Old English seyle/ “dart’| 

shuttlecock 77, 1 ® a cork with 
a ring of feathers, or a simi- 
lar device of plastic, struck 
between players in esp. bad- 
minton, & papminion. 2 a 
thing passed repeatedly back 
and forth. 


goose feathers 


shuttle diplomacy 2. negou- 
ations conducted by a mediator 
who travels successively to several 


countries. ae 
shuttle service 7. a train or bus fade 

etc. service operating to and fro 
SHUTTLECOCK 


over a short route 


shy'e «dj. shyer, shyest) 1 a difl- 


ident or uneasy in company; timid. b (of an animal, 


bird, ete.) easily startled; timid. 2 doll. by of ) avoid- 
ing; chary of (sAy of his aunt). 3 (in comb.) showing 
fear of or distaste for ceerk vin. @ cit. shies. 
shied: 1 (usu. foll. by af) (esp. of a horse) start 


shy 


sudenly aside in fright. 2 (usu. foll. by azeay from, at) 
avoid accepting or becoming involved in (a proposal 
etc.) in alarm. @ 7. a sudden startled movement, esp. 
of a horse. [Old English] 0 shyly adi. shyness n. 

shy? e »./7 (shies, shied) (also absol.) fling or throw 
(a stone etc.). @ 7. (pl. shies) the act or an instance 
of shying. [18th-century coinage] Oo shyer 7, 

shyster n. csp. i Amer. collog. a person, esp. 
lawyer, who uses unscrupulous methods. [19th- 
century coinage] 

SI abbr. 1 (Order of the) Star of India. 2 the inter- 
national system of units of measurement (French 
Systéme International). 

Si symb. Chem. the element silicon. 

sin. \fus. =r. [French] 
Siamese e 7. (//. same) 1 a a native of 
Siam (now Thailand) in SE Asia. b the 
language of Siam. 2 (in full Siamese cat) 

Vv acat of a hghtly-built short-haired breed char- 

acterized by slanting blue eyes. > cat. @ adj. of 

or concerning Siain, its people, or language. 

Siamese twins 1.//. 1 twins joined 

at any part of the bocly 
and somcumes sharing 
organs cte. 2 any closely 

associated pair. 


sib n. esp. Genetics a 
brother or sister; a sibling. 
[Old English] 

Siberian e 7. 1 a native of 
Siberia in the north-eastern 
part of the Russian Federation. 
2 a person of Siberian descent. 
@ ad. of or relating to Siberia. 
sibilant e adj. 1 (of a letter or 
set of letters) sounded with a 
hiss, e.g. s, 52, 2 hissing, @ 7. a 
sibuant letter or letters. 
{from Latin sibilant- “hiss- 
ing] 0 sibilance 7. 


SIAMESE CAT 


sibling 7. each of two or more children having one 
or both parents in common. 

sibyl 7. a pagan prophetess. [from Greek Stbu/la] 

sibylline aq. 1 of or from a sibyl. 2 oracular; 
propheuc, 

ste ade. (usu. in brackets) used, spelt, etc., as written 

(confirming, or 

quoted or copied words). 


a Usage The word sic is placed in brackets alter a 
word that appears crroncous to show oa the word 
is exactly as it stands in the original, c.g. They say 
they wall take measures to insure {sic sa 


sick! e@ adj. t (often in comb.) esp. Brt. vomiting or 
tending to vomit ( feels sick: veasich). 2 all: affected by 
ness (has been off sick). 3 a (often toll. by at) esp. 
mentally perturbed (a swck mind), b (often foll, by far. 
orn coin.) pining; longing (ovesich). 4 (often foll. by 
of) collog. a cliseusted: surfeited (sick of chocolates). 
b angry, esp. because of surfeit (s7ch of being teased ), 
5 collog. (of humour etc.: jeering at misfortune, 
illness, death, ete.; morbid (yeh joke). @ 2. Brit. collog. 
vomit. @ 7.é7: (usu. foll. by uf) Brit. cullog. vomit (sicked 
up his dinner). O go sick report oneself as ill. look 
sick collog. be unimpressive or embarrassed, sick 
at (or to) one’s stomach ('S vomiting or tending 
to vomit. take sick ro/log. be taken ill. [Old 
English] oO sickish ad). 


wm Usage In Brith English, the predicative use of 
the adjective wek in sense 2, to mean ‘ill’. as in 
had to cancel his hohday because he wwas sick, 1s stall 
considered non-standard by some people, although 
itis standard in American English. The exception 
to this is its use in the phrase off seh Caway on sick 
leave’) which is aceeptable in British English. See 
also Usage Note at ir, 


sick? 7:/), In Impers tesp. to a dog: set upon. 
attack. []9th-century coinage, 


| 


tusu. 
chalect variant ol 


calling attention to, the form of 


sickbay n. 1 part of a ship used as a hospital. 2 any 
room etc. for sick people. 
sickbed n. 1 an inyalid’s 
an invalid. 
sick benefit 77. = sickness BENEFIT. 
sick building syndrome 7. a high incidence of 
illness in office workers, attributed to the immedi- 
ate working surroundings. 
sicken v, 1 /r affect with loathing or disgust. 2 zr. 
a (often foll. by for) Brit. show symptoms of -illness (zs 
sickening for measles). b (often foll. by at, or fo + infin.) 
feel nausea or disgust (he sickened at the sight). 3 tr (as 
sickening adj.) a loathsome, disgusting. b collog. 
very annoying, 0 sickeningly ado. 
sickener n. 1 something causing nausea, disgust, or 
severe disappointment. 2 a red toadstool of the 
genus Russula, esp. the poisonous R. emetica. 
sick headache 7. = \ioriint. 
sickie n. Austral. & N< collog. a period of sick leave, esp. 
taken with msuflicient medical reason. 
sickle 7. <a short-hanclled 
farming tool with a semicircular 
blade, used for cutting corn, lopping, 
or trimming, [from Latin secu/a] 
sick leave 7. leave of albsence granted because 
of illness. 


bed. 2 the state of being 


sickle-cell anaemia 7. (/ ‘SN sickle-cell anemia) 

a severe hereditary form of anaemia, aflecting 

mainly black people. 

sick list 7. a list of the sick, esp. ma regi- 

ment, ship, ctc. 

sickly adj. \sicklier, sickhest) 1 a of 
weak health; apt to be ill. b (of a person’s 

complexion etc.) languid, fait, 

or pale, suggesting sickness. ¢ (of 
light or colour) faint, feeble. 

CENTURY SIGKLI. 2 causing ill health (a svkly 

climate. 3 (of a book etc.) senti- 

mental or mawkish. 4 inducing or connected 
with nausea (a sicA/} laste), O sickliness 1. 

sick-making adj. co//og. sickening. 

sickness n. 1 the state of being ill: disease. 2 a 
specified disease (sleeping sickness). 3 vomiting or a 
tendency to vomit. 

sickness benefit 7. (in the UK) benefit paid by 
the State for sickness interrupting paid employ- 
ment, 

sicko ». ()/. -os) 
eee person, 

sick pay 7. pay given to an eniployce etc. on sick 
leave. 


SICKLE: | 9TH- 


Amer. slang a mentally ill or 


sickroom 7. 1 a room occupied by a sick person. 
2 a room adapted for sick people. 

side e 7. 1 a cach of the more or less flat surfaces 
bounding an object (this side up). b a more or less 
vertical inner or outer plane or surface (a mountain 
side). © such a vertical lateral surface or plane as 
distinct from the top or bottom, front or hack, or 
ends (al the side of the house). 2 a the half of a person 
or animal that is on the right or the left, esp. of the 
torso (pain in his right side). b the left or right half or 
a specified part of a thing, area, ete. (put il on that 
an ¢ (often in comb) a position next to a person or 
thing (graveside. d a specified direction relating to a 
person or thing (came from all sides). e half of a 
butchered carcass (a side of bacon), 3a either surface 
of a thing regarded as having two surfaces. b the 
amount of writing necced to fill one side of a shect 


of paper (cre three sides}. 4 any of several aspects of 


a question, character, etc. (look on the bright side). 
5. a cach of two sets of opponents in war, politics, 
games, etc. (the side that bats firs!). b a cause or philo- 
sophical position etc. regarded as being in conflict 
with another (on the side of right). 6 a a part or region 
near the edge and remote from the centre (also 
allnh.: side door). b (attrib a subordinate, peripheral, 
or detached part (a vide road). 7 a each of the bound- 
ing lines of a plane reculinear figure (a hevagon has six 
vides). b cach of two quantities stated to be equal in 
an equation. 8 a position nearer or farther than, or 


side-bet 7. 


sideline 


right or left of, a given dividing line (on this sede of the 
Alps). 9 a line of hereditary descent through the 
father or the mother. 10 Brit. slang boastfulness; 
conceit (has no side about him), 11 Brit. collog. a tele- 
vision channel, considered as one of a selection 
(shall we try another side?). @ vintr. (usu. foll. by wth) 
take part or be on the same side as a disputant etc. 
(seded with his father). 0 by the side of 1 close to. 
2 compared with. from side to side 1 right across. 
2 alternately each way from a central line, let the 
side down Byit. fail one’s colleagues, esp. by frus- 
trating their efforts or embarrassing them. on one 
side 1 not in the main or central position. 2 aside 
(took him on one side). on the ... side fairly, somewhat 
(qualifving an adjective: on the high side). on the side 
1 as a sideline; in addition to one’s regular work etc. 
2 secretly or illicitly. 3 WV. Amer as a side dish. side 
by side standing close together, esp. for mutual 
support. take sides support one or other cause etc. 
[Old hae 0 sideless adj. 

a bet between opponents, esp. in card 
games, over or above the ordinary stakes. 


sideboard 7. 1 a table or esp. a flat-topped 


cupboard at the side of a dining room for support- 
ing and containing dishes, table linen, etc. 2 (usu. in 
pl.) Brit. collog. hair grown by a man down each side 
of his face: side-whisker. 


sideburn 2. (usu. in f/.) = sipesoarn 2. [originally 


burnside, from General Burnside, 1824-81, who 


affected this style] 


sidecar 7. ¥ a small car for a passenger or passen- 


gers, attached to the side of a motorcycle. 


windscreen 


sidelight 


~ 
nuedsuand hump coupling 
u 


SIDECAR: 19608 MOTORCYCLE WITH SIDECAR 


side chapel x. a chapel in the aisle or at the side of 
a church. 

sided adj. 1 having sides. 2 (in comb.) having a speci- 
fied side or number of sides ( flat-sided; three-stded). 

-sidedly adv. sidedness 7. (also in comb). 

side dish x. an extra dish subsidiary to the main 
course, 

side door ». 1 a door in or at the side of a building. 
2 an indirect means of access. 

side drum 7. a small double-headed drum (origin- 
ally hung at the drummer’s side). > percussion 

side effect n. a secondary, usu. undesirable, effect. 

side issue 7. a point that distracts attention from 
what is important. 

sidekick 1. collog. a close associate. 

sidelamp n. a lamp placed at the side of some- 
thing, esp. on a motor vehicle. 

sidelight 7. 1 a light from the side. 2 incidental 
information etc. 3 Brit. a light at the side of the 
front of a motor vehicle. & swecar. 4 Nault. the red 
port or green starboard light on a ship under 
way. 


sideline 1, 1 an activity done in addition to one’s 
main work etc. 2 (usu. in pi.) a a line bounding the 
side of a hockey pitch etc. > 11NNi. b the space next 
to these where spectators etc. sit. O on (or from) 
the sidelines in (or from) a position removed from 
the main action. 


sidelong 


sidelong e ad}. inclining to one side; oblique (a side- 
long glance). @ adv. obliquely (moved sidelong). 

side note 7. a marginal note. 

side-on e adv, from the side. @ ag. 1 from or towards 
one side. 2 (of a collision) involving the side of a 
vehicle. 

side plate n. a plate of approximately 15-20 cm 
diameter, used for bread ete. 

sidereal /sy-deer-ial/ ad. of or concerning the 
constellations or fixed stars. [from Latin sedereus] 

sidereal day 7. the time between successive merid- 
ional transits of a star or esp. of the first point of 
Aries, about four minutes shorter than the solar 
day. 

side road 2. a minor or subsidiary road, esp. 
branching from a main road. 

side-saddle e 7. » a saddle for 
a woman rider who rides with 
both feet on the same side of 
the horse. @ adv. sittmg in this 
position. 

side salad 7. a salad served as 
a side dish. 

sideshow 2. 1 a small show or 
stall in an exhibition, fair, etc. 
2 a minor incident or issue. 

sidesman 7. (//. -men) Bri. a 
churchwarden’s assistant, who 
shows worshippers to their 
seats, takes the collection, etc. 

side-splitting — adj. 
violent laughter. 

sidestep e@ 7. a step taken 
sideways. @ vi. (-stepped, 
-stepping) 1 esp. Football 
avoid (esp. a tackle) by stepping sideways. 
2 evade. 0 sidestepper 7. 

side street 7. a minor or subsidiary street. 
sidestroke 7. 1 a stroke towards or from a side. 
2 an incidental action. 3 a swimming stroke in 
which the swimmer lies on his or her side. 
sideswipe ® 7. 1 a glancing blow along the side. 
2 an incidental critical remark. @ 2/7, hit with or as 
if with a sideswipe. 

sidetrack e 7. a railway siding. e w./r 1 turn into a 
siding; shunt. 2 a postpone, evade, or divert treat- 
ment or consideration of. b divert (a person) from 
considering etc. 

side view n. 1 a view obtained sideways. 2 a profile. 


fixed head 


(top 
pommel) 


safe / 


nearside single 


causing 
slarrup 


SIDE-SADDLE 


sidewalk n. .N. Amer. a pedestrian path at the side of 


a road; a pavement. y 

sideways e (di. (also sidewards) 1 to or from a 
side (moved sideways). 2 with one side facing forward 
(sat sideways). @ adj. 1 10 or from a side (a sideways 
movement). 2 unconventional, unorthodox (a sideways 
look at recent events). 0 sidewise adv. & adj. 

side-whiskers 7./)/. whiskers growing on the 
cheeks. 

side wind ». wind from the side. 

siding 7. 1 a short track at the side of and opening on 
to a railway line, used for shunting trains. 2 .\. dimer. 
cladding material for the outside of a building. 

sidle e v.in/r. (usu. foll. by along, up) walk in a umid, 
furtive, stealthy, or cringing manner. @ n. the act or 
an instance of sidling. [back-formation from 
archaic sideling ‘sidelong’| 

SIDS abbr. sudden infant death syndrome; = cor peru. 

siege n. 1 aa military operation to compel the surren- 
der of a fortified place by surrounding it and cutting 
off supplies etc. b a similar operation by police etc. to 
force the surrender of an armed person. c the period 
during which a siege lasts. 2 a persistent attack or 
campaign of persuasion. 0 lay siege to esp. Vil. 
conduct the siege of: raise the siege of abandon or 
cause the abandonment of an attempt to take (a 
place) by siege. [from Old French sege ‘seat’] 

siemens /see-ménz/ 7. (pl. same) Electr, the SI unit 
of conductance. [named after W. von Stemens, 
German electrical engineer, 1816° 92] 


sienna 7. 1 a kind of earth used as a pigment in 
paint. > raw sienna. 2 its colour of yellowish brown 
(raw sienna) or reddish brown (burnt sienna). 
{Italian (terra di) Stenna ‘(earth of) Stena’, a city and 
province in Tuscany] 
sierra 7. a long jagged mountain chain, esp. in 
Spain, Spanish America, or the western US, 
({Spanish] 
siesta 7. an afternoon sleep or rest esp. in hot coun- 
tries. [Spanish] 
sieve /siv/ @ n. a utensil having a perforated or 
meshed bottom for separating solids or coarse 
material from liquids or fine particles, or for pulp- 
ing. @ vf, 1 put through or sift with a sieve. 2 exam- 
ine (evidence etc.) to select or separate. [Old 
English] o sievelike ad). 
sievert /see-vét/ n. an SI unit of 
dosage of ionizing radiation, defined as 
that which delivers a joule of energy 
per kilogram of recipient mass. 
[named after R. M. Svevert, Swedish 
radiologist, 1896 1966] 
sift it: 1 sieve (material), esp. to 
separate finer and coarser parts. 
2 (usu. foll. by from, out) separate 
(finer or coarser parts) from mater- 
ial. 3 sprinkle (esp. sugar) from a 
perforated container. 4 examine 
(evidence, facts, etc.). o sift through 
examine by sifting. [Old English] 0 sifter 
n. (also in comb.). 
sigh e v.int, 1 emit a long deep audible breath 
expressive of sadness, weariness, relief, etc. 
2 (foll. by for) yearn for. 3 (of the wind etc.) 
make a sighing sound. e@ 7. 1 the act or an 
instance of sighing. 2 a sound made im sighing (a 
sigh of relief). [Middle English] 
sight e 7. 1 a ¥ the faculty of seeing with the eyes. 
D> cv... b the act or an instance of seeing; the state of 
beimg,seen. 2 a thing seen; a display or spectacle (not 
a pretty sight). 3 a way of considering a thing (in my 
ght he can do no wrong). 4 a range of space within 
which a person etc. can see or an object be seen 
(coming into sight). 5 (usu. in pl.) noteworthy features 
of a town ete. (see the sights). 6 aa device on a gun or 
optical instrument used for assisting the precise aim 
or observation. & Gun. b the aim or observation so 


leaping head 
(lower pommel) 


suede seal 


nearside 


Slap 


SIGHT 

During the process of seeing an 
object, incoming light rays are 
focused on to the retina by the 
cornea and lens, forming an in- 
verted image. The retina then ——_* 
transmits signals to the brain’s f 
visual cortex, where the image 1s 

reinverted and interpreted. One L 
cause of short-sightedness is 

when the eyeball is elongated, 


‘parallel 
light? rays 


(OTA 


sign 


gained (gol a sight of him). 7 collog. a person or thing 
having a ridiculous, repulsive, or dishevelled 
appearance (looked a perfect sight). 8 collog. a great 
quantity (cost a sight of money). @ v.tr 1 get sight of, 
esp. by approaching (they sighted land). 2 observe the 
presence of (esp. aircraft, animals, etc.) (sighted 
buffalo). 3 take observations of (a star ete.) with an 
instrument. 4 aim (a gun etc.) with sights. oat first 
sight on first glimpse or impression. at (or on) 
sight as soon as a person or a thing has been seen. 
catch (or lose) sight of begin (or cease) to see or 
be aware of. get a sight of glimpse. have lost 
sight of no longer know the whereabouts of. in 
sight I visible. 2 near at hand (salvation ts in sight). 
in (or within) sight of so as to see or be seen from. 
lower one’s sights become less ambitious. out of 
my sight! go at once! out of sight 1 not visible. 
2 collog. excellent; delightful. set one’s sights on 
aim at (set her seghts on a directorship). [Old English] 
0 sighter n. 

sighted ad. 1 capable of seeing; not blind. 2 (in 
comb.) having a specified kind of sight (/ong-sighted). 

sightless adj. 1 blind. 2 poet. invisible. o sight- 
lessly adv. sightlessness n. 

sight line 7. a hypothetical line from a person’s eye 
to what is seen. 

sightly aaj. attractive to the sight; not unsightly. 
O sightliness n. a 

sight-read wf (past and past part. -read) (also absol.) 
read and perform (music) at sight. oO sight-reader 1. 

sight-screen 7. Cricket a large usu. movable white 
screen placed near the boundary in line with the 
wicket to help the batsman see the ball. > cricKes 

sightseer 7. a person who visits places of interest; a 
tourist. 0 sightsee w.inir G x sightseeing n. 

sight-sing 1/7. G inv. sing (music) at sight. 

sight unseen ad. without previous inspection. 

sigma n. the eighteenth letter of the Greek alpha- 
bet (2, 6, or, when final, s; also, in uncial form, C. 
c). [Latin, from Greck] 

sigmoidoscopy ”. ( //. -ies) an examination of the 
lower intestine by means of a flexible tube inserted 
through the anus. 0 sigmoidoscope 7 

sign e 7. 1 aa thing indicating or suggesting a qual- 
ity or state etc.; a thing perceived as indicating a 
future state or occurrence (a sign of weakness). b a 


relina 


optic 
nNeTUE 


\ie - ; 
id 


\ inverted 


| and the focus falls short of the tmage 
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the focus is behind the retina. ee 
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signage 


miracle evidencing supernatural power (wrought 
signs and wonders). 2 a a mark, symbol, or device 
used to represent something or to distinguish the 
thing on which it is put (marked the jar with a sign). 
b a technical symbol used in algebra, music, etc. 
3 aa gesture or action used to convey information, 
an order, request, etc. (conversed by signs). b a gesture 
used in a system of sign language. 4 a publicly 
displayed board etc. giving information; a sign- 
board or signpost. 5 a password (advanced and gave the 
sign). 6 each of the twelve divisions of the zochac, 
named from constellations (¢he sign of Cancer). @ v. 1 ti: 
a (also absol.) write (one’s name, initials, etc.) on a 
document etc. indicating that one has authorized 
i. b write one’s name ete. on (a document) as 
authorization. 2 inf; G i, a communicate by 
gesture (signed their assent). b communicate in a sign 
language. 3 ir & intr. engage or be engaged by sign- 
ing a contract ete. (see also sign on, sign up). 4 i. mark 
with a sign (esp. with the sign of the cross in 
baptism). 0 sign away convey (one’s right, prop- 
erty, etc.) by signing a deed etc. sign for acknow- 
ledge receipt of by signing. sign in 1 sign a register 
on arrival in a hotel ete. 2 authorize the admittance 
of {a person) by signing a register. sign off 1 end 
work, a letter, broadcasting, etc., esp. by writing or 
speaking one’s name. 2 a end a period of employ- 
ment etc. b end the period of employment or 
contract of (a person). 3 Bri. register to stop receiv- 
ing unemployment benefit after finding work. sign 
on I agree to a contract, employment, etc. 2 begin 
work, broadcasting, etc., esp. by writing 1 
announcing one’s name. 3 employ (a person). 4 Bri. 
register as unemployed. sign out sign a register to 
record departure. sign up 1 engage or employ (a 
person). 2 enlist in the armed forces. 3 a commit 
(another person or oneself) by signing etc. (szgned 
you up for dinner). b enrol (signed up for evening classes). 
[from Latin yenum| 0 signable adj. signer 7. 


signage 1. signs collectively, esp. commercial «1 
public clisplay signs. 
signal'e 7. 1 a a usu. pre- 
arranged sign conveying 
information, guidance, etc. 
esp. at a dlistance (waved 
as a signal to begin). b a 
message made up of such 
signs (sqnals made wrth flags). 
2 an immediate occasion for. 
or cause. of —movement, 
action, ete. (fhe uprising was a 
signal for repression). 3 Electr. 
a an electrical impulse or 
unpulses or raclio waves trans- 
mitted or received. b a se- 
quence of these, 4 a light, 
semaphore, ete.. on a rail- 
way giving instructions or 
warnings to train drivers etc. 


e «. (signalled, signalling: 


| raised 
arm 
actuating 


lever 
B= 
system —— 


warning 
arin 


Us signaled, signaling) jyjy/qy \tee/ 
1 int, make signals. 2ina post — 
toften foll. by /o + infin.) make 

signals to; direct. b transmit ladder 

can order. information, etc.) 

by signal: announce (wenalled 

her agreement). [from Latin 

sgnum “sien | O signaller 7. SHEEN 
signal? adj. remarkably good MID-20TH 
or bad: noteworthy (@ signal CENTURY 
vielory). [rom Ttalian segnalato Sy port 
‘distinguished’| a signally SIGNAL 


adv. 

signal box 7. Brit. a building beside a railway 
track from which signals. points, etc. are con- 
trolled. 

signalize v./. (also -ise. 1 make noteworthy o 
remarkable. 2 indicate. 

signalman 2. (f/. -men, I a railway employee 
responsible for operating signals and pomts. 2 a 
person who displays or receives naval ete. signals. 

signal-to-noise ratio /). the ratio of the strength 


silken 


of an electrical or other signal carrying informa- 
tion to that of unwanted interference, usu. 
expressed in decibels. 

signatory e 7. (//. -ies) a party or esp. a state that 
has signed an agreement or esp. a treaty. @ adj. hav- 
ing signed such an agreement etc. [from Latin 
signatorius ‘of sealing’ | 

signature 7. 1 a a person’s name, initials, or mark 
used in signing a letter, document, etc. b the act of 
signing a document etc. 2 a distinctive pattern or 
characteristic by which something can be iden- 
fied. 3 \fus. a = key SIGNATURE. b = TIME SIGNATURE, 
{from medieval Latin signatura| 

signature dish 7. a speciality dish>created by and 
associated with a particular chef. 

signature tune 7. esp. Sri. a distinctive tune used 
to introduce a particular broadcast or performer. 

signboard 7. a board with a name or symbol etc. 
displayed outside a shop or hotel etc. 

signee 7. a person who has signed a contract, regis- 
ter, ete. 

signet 7. a seal used instead of or with a signature 
as authentication. [from medieval Latin sygnetum|] 

signet ring 7. » a ring with a seal set in it. 

significance 7. 1 importance; noteworthi- 
ness (of no significance). 2 a concealed or real 
meaning (whal is the significance?). 3 the 
state of being significant. 4 Siatstics the 
extent to which a result deviates from 
that expected to arise simply from 
random variation or errors in sampling. 

significant ad 1 having a meaning; 
indicative. 2 having an unstated or secret 
meaning \efused it with a significant gesture). 
3 noteworthy; important (a significant figure 
in history). [from Latin significant- *signifying’] 
a significantly adv. 

significant figure 7. .\Jath. a digit conveying infor- 
mation about a number contaiing tt. 

signification 7. 1 the act of signifying. 2 (usu. foll. 
by of) exact meaning or sense, esp. of a word or 
phrase. 

signify ». (-ies, -ied) 1 / be a sign or indication of 
(ayauen signifies boredom). 2 tr. mean; have as its mean- 
ing (‘Dr’ stenifies ‘doctor ). 3. tr, make known (signifted 
their agreement). 4 itr be of maportance; matter (7 
signifies lle), [from Latin venificure| 0 signifier nr. 

Signing /. Bri/. a person who has recently signed a 
contract, esp. to join a professional sports team. 

sign language n. a system of communication by 
visual gestures, used esp. by the deaf: 

sign of the cross 7. a Christian sign made in bless- 
ing or prayer, by tracing a cross from the forehead 
to the chest and to each shoulder. or in the air, 

sign of the times /. a portent etc. showing a likcly 
trend, 

signor /seen-yor/ 7. (//. signori /seen-yor-1/) La 
tle or form of address used of or to an Italian- 
speaking man, corresponding to Mr or sir 2 an 
Italian man. [Itahan] 

signora /secn-yor-a/ 7. La title or form of address 
used of or to an Italian-speaking married woman, 
corresponding to Mrs or madam. 2 a married Ital- 
ian woman. [Italian] 

signorina /seen-y0-ree-na/ n. 1 a title or form of 
address used of or to an Italian-speaking unmarried 
woman. 2 an [tahan unmarried woman. [Italian] 

signpost e 7. 1 a sign indicating the direction to 
and sometunes also the clistance from various 
places, esp. a post with arms ata road junction. 2a 
means of guidance; an indication. @ vf: 1 provide 
with a signpost or signposts. 2 esp. Brit. indicate (a 
course of action etc.), 

signwriter n. (also sign-painter) a person who 
paints signboards etc. O signwriting 7. 

Sikh /seek/ @ 7. a member of an Indian mono- 
theistic religion founded in the |6th c. e ad. of or 
relating to Sikhs or Sikhism. [from Sanskrit s7sya 
‘disciple | 


SIGNET RING 


Sikhism /seek-izm/ 7. the religious tenets of the 
Sikhs. 
silage e n. 1 storage in a silo. 2 green fodder 
preserved by pressure in a silo. @ vf, put into a silo. 
[alteration of enstlage, in same~sense| 
sild n. a small immature herring, esp. one caught in 
N. European seas. [Danish & Norwegian] 
silence e 7. 1 absence of sound. 2 abstinence from 
speech or noise. 3 the avoidance of betraying a 
secret etc. 4 oblivion; the state of not being 
mentioned. @ v.47, 1 make silent by coercion, argu- 
ment, etc. 2 (usu. as silenced adj.) fit (a gun, 
exhaust system, etc.) with a silencer. 0 in silence 
without speech or other sound. {from Latin stlentum| 
silencer 2. any of various devices for reducing the 
noise emitted by a gun or Bnt. the exhaust of a 
motor vehicle. > Sren Gun 
silent adj. 1 noi speaking; not uttering or making or 
accompanied by any sound. 2 (of a letter) written 
but not pronounced, e.g. 4 in doubt. 3 (of a person) 
taciturn. 4 saying or recording nothing on some 
subject (the records are silent on the incident). [from Latin 
silent- ‘being silent] 0 silently adv. 
silent majority 7. those of moderate opin- 
ions who rarely assert them. 
silent partner 7. NV. Amer = sitirine 
DARI NER. 
silhouette /sil-o0-et/ e 7. 1 a repre- 
sentation of a person or thing showing 
the outline only, usu. done in solid 
black on white or cut from paper. 2 a 
dark shadow or outhne against a 
lighter background. @ v.fr represent or 
(usu. in passwe) show in silhouette. 
[named, for an obscure reason, after 
Etienne de Silhouette, French author and 
pohtician, 1709-67] 
silica n. silicon dioxide, occurring as quartz etc. and 
as a principal constituent of sandstone and other 
rocks. [based on Latin silex -icis ‘flint’}] o siliceous 
ad). (also silicious).+ 
silica gel x. hydrated silica in a hard granular 
hygroscopic form used as a drying agent. 
silicate 7. any of the many insoluble compounds of 
a metal combined with silicon and oxygen. 
[> MIALR AL 
silicic adj. Chem. of Silica or silicon. 
silicify v./ (-ies, -1ed) convert into or impregnate 
with siica. 0 silicification n. 
silicon /sil-i-k6n/ n. Chem. a metal- 
loid element occurring widely in 
silica and silicates. [based on Latin 
sulex -icws “flint | 
silicon carbide 7. = (Kwon v- 
DUAL 
silicon chip 7. a silicon micro- 
chip. 
silicone /sil-i-kohn/ @ n. any 
organic compound of silicon, 
with high resistance to cold, heat, 
water, etc. @ ifr treat with sib- 
cone, 


Silicon Valley 7. an area with 
a high concentration of elec- 
tronics industries. 

silicosis n. lung fibrosis caused 
by the inhalation of dust containing silica. 

silk 7. 1 a fine strong soft lustrous fibre produced by 
sikworms. 2 a similar fibre spun by some spiders 
etc. 3 a thread or cloth made from silk fibre. b a 
fine sofi thread (embroidery silk). 4 (in pl.) kinds of silk 
cloth or garments made from it, esp. as worn by a 
Jockey. & jockry. 5 Brit. collog. Queen’s (or King’s) 
Counsel, as having the right to wear a silk gown. 
6 (atinb.) made of silk (sek blouse). 0 take silk Bri. 
become a Queen’s (or King’s) Counsel. [based on 
Greek Séres, an oriental people| 0 silklike adj. 

silken ad. 1 made of silk. 2 wearing silk. 3 soft or 
lustrous as silk. 4 (of a person’s manner etc.) suave 
or msimuating, 


SILICON CRYSTAL 
USCD FOR MAKING 
MIGROCHIPS 


silk-fowl 


silk-fowl n. a breed of fowl with a silky plumage. 

silk screen e@ 7. a screen of fine mesh used in 
screen printing. @ v.t7, (silk-screen) print, decorate, 
or reproduce using a silk screen. 

silkworm 2. ¥ the caterpillar of the moth Bombyx 
mori, which spins a cocoon of silk. ; 


SILKWORM: 
CHINESE. 
SILKWORM 
(Bombyx mori) 


silkworm 


beginnings 
of a silk 


COCNON 


silky ad). (silkier, silkiest) 1 like silk in smooth- 
ness, softness, fineness, or lustre. 2 (of a person’s 
manner etc.) suave, insinuating. O silkily adv, silki- 
ness //. 


sill n. (also (esp. Building) cill) 1 a shelf or slab of 


stone, wood, or metal at the foot of a window or 
doorway. 2 a horizontal umber at the bottom of a 
dock or lock entrance, against which the gates 
close. [Old English] 

sillabub yar. of syiiaun. 

silly e adj. (sillier, silliest) 1 lacking sense; foolish, 
imprudent. 2 weak-minded. 3. Cricket very close to 
the batsman (szdly mid-off ). > crickrm. @ 7. (pl. -1es) 
collog. a foolish person, [later form of Middle 
English se/y (dialect seely) ‘happy’] oO sillily ade. 
silliness i. 

silly season 7. high summer as the season when 
newspapers often publish trivial material for lack of 
important news. 

silo e 7. (pl. -os) 1 a pit or airtight structure silo 
in which green crops are kept for 
fodder. 2 » a pit or tower for the 
storage of grain, cement, etc. 
3 an underground — storage 
chamber lor a guided missile. 
®@ v.17. (-oes, -oed) make silage 
of. [from Greek szos ‘corn 
pit} 

silt e 7. secliment ina 
channel. harbour. 
etc. @ ulr G@ intr 
(often foll. by up) 
choke or be choked 
with silt. {Middle 
English] o siltation 7. silty ad). 

Silurian Geol. e ad. of or relating to the third 
period of the Palaeozoic cra. @ n. this period oi 
system. [based on Latin Silures, a people of ancient 
SE Walcs| 

silvan var. of syi\\n. 

silver e 7. Chem. 1 ¥ a greyish-white lustrous 

mallcable ductile precious metallic 
element. 2 the colour of silver. 3 silver 
or Cupre »-nickel coins. 4 silver vesscls 
or implements, esp. cutlery. 5 = 

SUNER MEDAL. @ ad. 1 

wholly or chiefly of silver. 
2 coloured like silver. @ « 1&7 
coat or plate with silver. 2 @: 
provide (mirror glass) with a 
backing of tin amalgam etc. 

3 t (of the moon or a white 

light) give a silvery appear- 

ance to. 4 a /r turn (the hair: 
grey or white. b mir (of the 
hair) turn grey or white. [Old 

English] 


made 


SILVER: 
(NPICAI 
NATIVE SILN LR 


SILO: GRAIN SILO ATTACHED LO A BARN 


silver age n. a period regarded as inferior to a 
golden age. 

silver band n. Bri. a band playing silver-plated 
instruments. 

silver birch 7. » a common 
birch, Betula pendula, with silver- 
coloured bark. 

silver fern n. 1 a New Zealand 
tree fern, Cyathea dealbata. 2 a 
stylized silver fern leaf as an 
emblem of New Zealand. 

silverfish 7. (//. usu. same) any 
small silvery wingless msect of 
the order Thysanura, esp. 
Lepisma saccharina found in 
houses and other buildings. 

silver jubilee 7. 1 the 25th 
anniversary of a sovercign’s 
accession. 2 any other 25th 
anniversary. 

silver-leaf n. a fungal disease of fruit trees. 

silver lining 7. a consolation or hopcful feature in 
misfortune. 

silver medal n. a silver-coloured 
awarded as second prize. 

silver paper 7. esp. Brit. aluminium or occasionally 
tin foil. 

silver plate 7. vessels, spoons, etc., of copper ete. 
plated with silver. 

silver sand 7. Bril. a fine pure sand used in garden- 
ing. 

silver screen 7. (usu. prec. by ‘he) motion pictures 
collectively. 


SILVER BIRCH 
BARK 


(Betula pendula) 


medal. usu. 


silverside ». Bri. the upper side of a round of beef 


from the outside of the leg. 
silversmith 7. a worker in silver: a manufacturer of 
silver articles. 0 silversmithing n. 
silver spoon n. a sign of future prosperity 
silver tongue n. eloquence. 
silverware n. articles made of or coated with silver. 
silver wedding 7. 
wedding. 


1), silvery adj. 1 like silver in colour or 


the 25th anniversary of a 


appearance. 2 having a clear gentle ring- 

ing sound. 3 (of the hair 

lustrous. O silveriness 2. 

silviculture 7. (also sylvi- 
culture) the growing and tend- 
ing of trees as a branch of 
forestry. [from Latin si/za ‘a 
wood’ + French culture ‘culture’ } 
O silvicultural adj. silvicul- 
turist . 


white and 


simian e adj. t of or concern- 
ing the anthropoid apes. 2 like 
an ape ov monkcy (@ sian walk). 
@ #. an ape or monkey. [based on Latin szmia ‘ape’| 
similar adj. 1 (often toll. by fo) like, alike; of the 
samc kind, nature, or amount; having a resem- 
blance. 2 Geom. shaped alike. [from Latin snl 
‘jike’| G sumilarity n. ( p/. -ies). similarly adi 


a Usage In sense |, similar should be followed by 
to, not as. The tollowing is non-standard: J have had 
similar problems as_yourself. Uhis can be reworded as 
follows: J have had problems similar to yours. 


simile /sim-i-li/ 7. 1 a figure of speech involving 
the comparison of one thmeg with another of a 
different kind (as brave ay a lion). 2 the use of such 
comparison. [Latin, literally ‘like (thing) ] 

similitude 7. 1 the likeness, guise, or outward 
appearance of a thing or person, 2 a comparison 
or the expression of a comparison. [from Latin 
semlitudo| 

simmer e@ 2: 1 /niz, G tr. be or keep bubbling or hoil- 
ing gently, 2 inf be in a state of suppressed anger 
or excitement. @® 7”. a simmering condition, 
O simmer down become less agitated. {alteration 
of Middle English (now dialect) simper| 


simulate 


simnel cake 2. Biii. a rich fruit cake, usu. with a 
marzipan layer and decoration, eaten esp. at 
Easter. [based on Latin simila ‘fine flour’ 

simony 2. the buying or selling of ecclesiastical priv- 
ileges. [from Late Latin svmonia, from Simon Magus 
(Acts 8:18)| G stmoniac ad. & n. stmoniacal 
ad). 

simoom 7. (also simoon) a hot dry dust-laden 
wind blowing at intervals esp. in the Arabian 
desert. [from Arabic samim| 

simpatico adj. congenial, likeable. [Italian & Span- 
ish] 

simper e@ w.iz/7. smile in a silly or affected way. @ 7. a 
silly or affected smile. [l6th-century coinage] 
O simperingly adv. 

simple adj. (simpler, simplest) 1 easily under- 
stood or done; presenting no difficulty. 2 not 
complicated or elaborate; without luxury or 
sophistication. 3 not compound; consisting of or 
involving only one element or operation etc. 
4 absolute, unqualified, straightforward (the sample 
truth). 5 foolish or ignorant; gullible (am not so simple 
as to agree lo that). 6 plain in appearance or manner; 
unsophisticated, ingenuous, artless. [from Latin 
vwmplus| O simpleness n. 

simple eye 7. ¥ an eye of an insect etc. having only 


one lens, 
simple eyes 


__ compound 
eve 


segmented 
antenna 


SIMPLE EYE: WASP’S HEAD 


STAN ING SINE IES 


simple fracture 7. a fracture of the bone only, 
without a skin wound. 

simple interest 7. interest payable on a capital 
sum only, 

simple machine 7. any of the basic mechanical 
devices for applying a force (e.g, an inclined plane, 
wedge, or lever). 

simple-minded adj. 1 {ceble-minded; foolish. 2 un- 
sophisticated; ingenuous. 0 simple-mindedly 
adv. simmple-mindedness 7. 

simple sentence 
subject and predicate, 


a sentence with a single 


simpleton 7. a gullible or half-witted person. 

simplex adj. simple; not compounded. {Latin, liter- 
ally ‘single’| 

simplicity x. the fact or condition of being simple. 
a be simplicity itself be extremely easy. [from 
Latin szmplicitas| 

simplify 7. f (-ies, -ied) make easy or easicr to do 
or understand. [from medieval Latin simplificare] 
0 simplification v. 

simplistic adj. 1 exc essively or affectedly simple. 
2 oversimplified so as to conceal or distort difficult- 
ics. O simplistically ad: 

simply adv. 1 in a simple manner. 2 absolutely: 


without doubt (simply astonishing. 3 merely (simph 
trying to please 
simulacrum /sim-yoo-lay-krim/ (pl. simu- 


lacra) I an image of something. 2 a a deceptive 
substitute. b mere pretence. [Latin] 

simulate ef: 1 pretend to be, have, or feel 
2 imitate or counterfeit. 3a imitate the conditions of 
a situation etc), e.g for training. b produce a 
computer model of (a process), 4 \as sumulated ad, 
made to resemble the real thing (\zmelated f 
on Latin senudalus “mitated’) O simulation 7 


1. fbased 


simulator 


SIMULATOR 


Simulators are employed equipment 
widely by military forces and hea 

the transport industry, particu- 
larly to train pilots. They are 
also used to instruct aircralt 
engineers, and for entertain- 
ment. In flight simulators, 
powerful hydraulic actuators 
recreate the forces experienced 
when flying, while computer 
graphics simulate the view 
from the cockpit window, 
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simulator 7. 1 a person or thing that simulates. 2 4a 
device designed to simulate the operations of 
complex system. used esp. in training ( flight! samulator), 

simulcast 7. simultaneous transmission of the 
same programie on radio and television. 

simultaneous ad). (often foll. by w7h) occurring or 
operating at the same time. [from meclieval Latin 
vimullaneus| O stmultaneity n. simultaneously 
ath, 

simultaneous equations 7./)/, equations involy- 
img two or more unknowns that are to have the 
same values in each equation. 

sin'e 7. Lathe breaking of divine or moral law, esp. 
by a conscious act, b such an act. 2 an offence 
against good taste or propriety etc. @ v. (sinned. 
sinning) L ini, commit a sin. 2 iti: ifoll. by agains!) 
offend. 3 t& archau commit (a sin). O as sin colloy. 
extremely (ugly as sin). for one’s sins esp. Bril. joc. 
as a judgement on one for something or other. ive 
in sin ¢vllog. live together without being married. 
[Old English] 0 sinless adj. sinlessly adi: 
sinlessness »). 

sin? abby. sine. 

sin bin 7. collog. 1 ice Hockey an area reserved for 
penalized players and some oflicials, 2 Bri/. a place 
set aside for offenders of various kinds. 

since e /rep. throughout, or at a point in, the period 
between {a specified time, event, ete.) and the time 
present or being considered (going on since June, the 
greatest since Beethoven). @ con}. ¥ during or in the time 
aller (haze vou seen him vince we met?). 2 for the reason 
that: inasmuch as (since vou are drunk I wll drive), 
3 ellipl.) as being «more useful, since better designed). 
ead. 1 from that Gime or event undl now or the 
time being considered thas since been cul downs. 2 azo 
happened many years since). [Middle Enelish, reduced 
form of obsolete sithence| 

sincere dj. (sincerer, sincerest) 1 free from 

pretence or deceit. 2 genuine, honest, frank. [from 

Latin ‘clean, pure] OG sincereness 7. 

sincerity 7. 


MNCCTHULS 


sincerely ad. in a sincere manner. O yours 
sincerely a formula for ending a usu. informal 
lerted 

sine 7. \ath. the Wigonometric function that is 
equal to the ratio of the side opposite a given angle 
ina right-angled triangle; to the hypotenuse. [from 
Latin sous curve. lold of a toga] 

sinecure /sy-ni-kewr/ 2. 
dtde or no work but usu. yields profit or honour, 
from Latin yim cura without care’] GO sinecurism 
n. Sinecurist /, 

sine die /sy-ini dy-ve/ adr. iol 
adjourned indefinitely, with ne 


a position that requires 


business ot 
appointed date, 

sine qua non /sin-ay kwah nohn/ x, an inclis- 
pensable condition or qualification, [Latin, literally 


without which not'| 


display 
device 


VLIGH1 
SIMULATOR 
COCKPII 


\ Aydraulic actuator 


hydraulic hose 


sinew 7. 1 (ough fibrous tissue uniting muscle to 
bone; a tendon, 2 (in pl.) muscles; bodily strength. 
3 (in p/.) the strength or framework of a plan, city, 
organization, etc. [Old English] 5 sinewless ad). 
sinewy (i). 

sinful ad). 1 (of a person) committing sin, esp. habit- 
ually, 2 a (of an act) involving or characterized by 
sin. b collog. reprehensible. O sinfully adv. sinful- 
ness /i. 

sing e 2. (fas! sang; pas! part. sung) 1 intr utter 
musical sounds with the voice, esp. words with a set 
tune. 2 fr, utter or produce by singing. 3 intr. (of the 
wind, a kettle, ete.) make melodious, humming, o1 
whistling sounds. 4 im (of the ears) be affected as 
with a buzzing sound. 5 im slang turn informer; 
contess. @ 7. 1 an act or spell of smging, 2 US a 
meeting for amateur singing. O sing along sing in 
accompanunent to a song or piece of music. sing 
out call out loudly; shout. sing the praises of sce 

sing up sing more loudly. [Old English] 

0 singable ad). singer n. Singingly adi 


PRAISE. 


a Usage The use of sung insicad of sang for the past 
tense as in She sung three songs 1s non-standard. 


sing. abbr. singular. 

singalong 7. 1 a tune etc, to which one can sing in 
accompaniment {also altrib.: a singalong chorus). 2 an 
occasion of community singing (also affib.: a singa- 
long evening). 

singe @ 7. (singeing) 1 /, & inf; burn superficially 
or lightly, 2 ¢ burn the bristles or down off (the 
carcass of a pig or fowl) to prepare it for cooking. 
e@ 7. a superticial burn. [Old English] 

singer-songwriter 7. a person who sings ancl 
writes songs, esp. professionally, 

Singhalese var. of Sinaia. 

single e adj. 1 one only, not double or multiple. 
2 united or undivided. 3 a designed or suitable for 
one person taiele room), b used or done by one person 
otc, €one by itself (a sagle tree). 5 regarded separately 
(every single thing. 6 not married; not involved in a 
sexual relationship. 7 Brit. (of a ticket) valid for an 
outward journey only, 8 wwith neg or mlerrog) even 
one idid nol see a single person). 9 (of a Mower) having 
only one circle of petals. @ 2. 1a single thing, or item 
invaseries. 2 Brit. a sinele ucket. 3a short record with 
one piece of music etc. on cach side, 4 a Crickel a hit 
for one run. b Baseball a one-hase hit. 5 yusu. in pl.) a 
game with one player on each side. 6 an unmarried 
person ( youns vingles). @ vl, (toll. by out and often by 
Jor, as) sclect rom a group as worthy of special atten- 
ion etc, [from Latin singulus. related to sites] 
O singleness 7. singly ad: 

single-breasted adj. of a jacket ctc.) having only 
one set of buttons and buttonholes, not overlap- 
ping. 

single combat 7. a ducl. 


sink 


single cream 7. Brit. thin cream with a relatively 
low fat content. 

single-decker 7. esp. Brit. a bus having only one deck. 

single file @ z. a line of people or things arranged 
one behind another. @ adv. onc behind another. 

single-handed e adv. 1 without help from another. 
2 with one hand. e adj. 1 done etc. single-handed. 
2 for one hand. o single-handedly adv. 

single malt 7. whisky that has not been blended 
with any other malt. 

single market 7. an association of countries trad- 
ing without restrictions, 

single-minded ad. having or intent on only 
one purpose, 0 single-mindedly adv, single- 
mindedness ». 

single parent 7. a person bringing up a child or 
children without a partner. 

singlet n. esp. Bri. a garment worn under or 
instead of a shirt; a vest. [originally a man’s short 
jacket, based on sinaie, the garment being unlined 
(cf povett)| 

singleton 7. 1 one card only of a suit, esp. as dealt 
to a player. 2 a single person or thing. 

sing-song e@ adj. uttcred with a monotonous rhythm 
or cadence. @ 7. 1 a sing-song manner. 2 Brit. an 
informal gathering for singing, @ vinlz G& tr (past 
and past part. sing-songed) speak or recite in a 
sing-song manner. 

singular e ad. 1 unique; much beyond the average; 
extraordinary. 2 eccentric or strange. 3 Gram. (of a 
word or form) denoting or referring to a single 
person or thing, 4 single, individual. @ 7. Gram. 1 a 
singular word form. 2 the singular number. 
[from Latin singulans| O singularly adi. 

singularity 7. (//. -ies) 1 the state or condition of 
being singular. 2 an odd tvait or peculiarity. 

sinh abbr, Math. hyperbolic sine. [from sine + hyper- 
bolic] 

Sinhalese (also Sinkhalese) @ 7. (p/. same) 1 a 
member of a N. Inmlian people now forming the 
majority of the population of Sri Lanka. 2 a 
language spoken by this people. @ ad). of or relating 
to this people or language. [based on Sanskrit 
simhalam “Sri Lanka’ (Ceylon)| 

sinister adj. 1 sugvestive ne evil; looking villainous. 
2 wicked or crimfal (a sinister motive). 3 of evil 
omen. 4 Heraldry of or on the left-hand side of a 
shield ete. (1.e. to the observer’s right). 5 archaic left- 
hand. {Latin, literally ‘left] oO sinisterly adv. sinis- 
terness /i. 

sink e ». (fast sank or sunk; past part. sunk or as 
adj. sanken) I inty, fall or come slowly downwards. 
2 intr. disappear below the horizon. 3 intr. a go or 
penctrate below the surface esp. of a liquid. b (of a 
ship) go to the bottom of the sea etc. 4 intr, settle 
comfortably (sanA into a chair). 5 intr. a gradually lose 
strength or value or quality ete. (my heart sank). b (of 
the voice) descend in pitch or volume. 6 f& send (a 
ship) to the bottom of the sea etc. 7 é& cause or 
allow to smk or penetrate (sank its teeth into my leg). 
8 tr, cause (a plan, person, etc.) to fail. 9 & dig (a 
well) or bore (a shaft). 10 #: engrave (a die) or inlay 
(a design). 11 / a invest (money). b lose (money ) by 
investment. 12 & cause (a ball) to enter a poc ket in 
bilhards, a hole at gol, etc. 13 intr (of a price etc.) 
become lower. 14 intr, (of a storm or river) subside. 
15 mr (of ground) slope down, or reach a lower 
level by subsidence. 16 int: (foll. by on, upon) (of 
darkness) descend (on a place). 17 &; lower the level 
of, 18 fi: (usu. in passive; foll. by i) absorb; hold the 
attention of (suzk in thought). @ n. 1 a fixed basin with 
a water supply and outflow pipe. 2 a place where 
foul liquid collects, 3 a place of vice or corruption. 
osink in 1 penetrate or make its way in. 2 become 
gradually comprehended. sink or swim even at 
the risk of complete failure. [Old English] a sink- 
able adj. sinkage N. 


m Usage In the past ‘tense either sank or sunk is 
acceptable in standard English, as in /t sank or sunk 
ity teeth into her hand. 


sinker 


sinker 7. < a weight used to sink a 
fishing line or plumb line. 
sinking feeling 7. a bodily sensa- 
tion, esp. in the abdomen, caused 
by hunger or apprehension. 
sinking fund 7. money set aside 
for the gradual repayment of a 
debt. 
sinner 7. a person who sins, esp. 
habitually. 
Sinn Fein /shin fayn/ n. a 
political movement and party 
seeking a united republican Ireland, now linked to 
the IRA. [Irish sizn fein ‘we ourselves’] 0 Sinn 
Feiner 7. 
Sino- comb. form Chinese; Chinese and (Sino-British). 
[from Greek Sinaz ‘the Chinese’ 
sinologue 2. an expert in sinology. 
sinology 7. the study of Chinese language, history, 
customs, etc. G sinological adj. sinolo- 
gist 7. 
sinter e 7. 1 m a siliceous or calcareous 
rock formed by deposition from hot 
springs. 2 a substance formed by 
sintering. @ vin G tr coalesce or 
cause to coalesce from powder 
into solid by heating. [German, 
literally ‘cinder’] 
sinuate adj. esp. Bot. wavy- 
edged; with distinct inward 
and outward bends along the 
edge. [from Latin sinuatus] 
sinuous adj. with many curves; un- 
dulating. [from Latin simuosus] Oo sinuosity 7. sinu- 
ously adv. sinuousness 7. 
sinus /sy-niis/ 7. <a cavity 
of bone or tissue, esp. in 
the skull connecting with 
the nostrils. > wscess, 
uw. [Latin, literally 
‘bosom, recess’ | 


SINKER: DISC 
WEIGHT USED 
FOR FISHING 


SINTER: 
TRAE RENE 


- frontal sinus 


—~ sphenoidal sinus 


os . . 
N. ethmordal sinus 
maxillary sinus 


SINUS: LOCATION OF SINUSES 


sinusitis 7. inflammation of a sinus. 
Sion var. of Z10n. 


Sioux /s00/ @ 7. (p/. same) 1 a member of a group of 


N. American Indian peoples chiefly inhabiting the 
upper Mississippi and Missouri river basins. 2 the 
language of these peoples. e adj. of or relating to 
these peoples or language. [N. American French] 
sip e@ v./r, & intr. (sipped, sipping) drink in one or 
more smal] amounts or by spoonfuls. @ 7. 1 a small 


mouthful of liquid (a sip of brandy). 2 the act of 


taking this. {Middle English] 0 sipper n. 

siphon var. of syPHon. 

sir n. 1 a polite form of address or mode of refer- 
ence to a man. 2 (Sir) a ttular prefix to the fore- 
name of a knight or baronet. [Middle English] 

sire e 7. 1 the male parent of an animal, esp. a stal- 
lion. 2 archaic a respectful form of address, esp. to a 
king. 3 archaic poet. a father or male ancestor. 
e wt (esp. of an animal) beget. [from Latin senior 
‘older, older man’ | 

siren 7. 1 aa device for making a loud prolonged 
signal or warning sound. b the sound made by this. 


2 (in Greek mythology) each of a number of 


women or winged creatures whose singing lured 

unwary sailors on to rocks. 3 a a temptress. b a 

tempting pursuit etc. [from Greek Seren] 
sirenian e adj. of the order Sirenia of large aquatic 


plant-eating mammals. @ 7. any mammal of this 
order, 

Siren suit 7. a one-piece garment for the whole 
body, originally for use in air-raid shelters. 

sirloin 7. the upper and choicer part of a loin of 
beef. [from Old French] 

sirocco 7. (also scirocco) (pl. -os) a hot, oppres- 
sive, often dusty or rainy wind blowing from N, 
Africa across the Mediterranean to southern 
Europe. [from Arabic Sark ‘east wind’ | 

sirree ini. US collog. as an emphatic, esp. after yes or no. 

sirup (Svar. of syeur. 

sis n. collog. a sister. 

sisal /sy-zil/ n. 1 a Mexican plant, Agave 
sisalana, with large fleshy leaves. 2 the fibre 
made from this plant. > rope. [from 
Sisal, a port in Yucatan, Mexico] 

siskin 7. » a dark- 
streaked yellowish- 
green songbird, 
Carduelis spinus. 
{from Middle Dutch szseken] 
sissy (also cissy) collog. @ n. ( pl. 
-ies) an cfleminate or cowardly 
person, @ adj. (sissier, sissiest) 
effeminate; cowardly, [based on 
sis| O sissified adj. sissiness 7. 
sissyish adj. 

sister 7. 1 a woman or girl in 
relation to sons and other daughters of her parents. 
2 aa close female fnend or associate. b a female 
fellow member of a trade union, class, sect, or the 
human race. c a fellow feminist. 3 Brit. a senior 
female nurse. 4 a member of a female religious 
order, 5 (often altrib) of the same type or design or 
origin etc. (sister ship; prose, the younger sister of verse). 
[from Old Norse] a sisterless adj. sisterly adj. 
sisterliness 7. 

sister city 7. a city that 1s twinned with another. 


SISKIN 
(Carduelis spinus) 


sister german sce GuRMn |. 

sisterhood n. I the relationship between sisters. 
2 aa society or association of women, esp. when 
bound by monastic vows or devoting themselves to 
religious or charitable work or the femimist cause. 
b its members collectively. 3 community of feeling 
and mutual support between women. 

sister-in-law /. ()/, sisters-in-law) 1 the sister of 
one’s wife or husband. 2 the wife of one’s brother. 
3 the wife of one’s brother-in-law. 

sister uterine see Ulla. 2. 

Sisyphean /si-si-fee-an/ adj. (of toil) endless and 
fruitless like that of Sisyphus in Greek mythology 
(whose task in Hades was to push uphill a stone that 
at once rolled down again). 

sit v, (sitting: pas! and pas! part. sat) 1 mir adopt or 
be in a position in which the body is supported 
more or less upright by the buttocks resting on the 
ground or a raised seat etc, 2 /x cause to sit; place 
ina sitting position, 3 ifr a of a bird) perch. b (of 
an animal) rest with the hind legs bent and the 
body close to the ground, 4 imix (of a bird) remain 
on its nest to hatch its eggs. 5 mir a be engaged in 
an occupation in which the sitting position is usual. 
b (of a committec, legislative body, etc.) be engaged 
in business. 6 ind (usu. foll. by_for) pose, usu. in a 
siting position (for a portrait), 7 wir (fol. by jor) be 
a Member of Parhament for (a constituency). 8 ¢ 
& (foll. by for) intr. Brit. take (an examimation). 9 inf: 
be in a more or less permanent position or condi- 


tion (esp. of inactivity or being out of use or out of 


place). 10 int (of clothes ete.) fit or hang in a 
certain way. 11 @ keep or have one’s seat on (a 
horse etc.). 12 int act as a babysittcr. 0 be sitting 
pretty be comfortably or advantageously placed. 
make a person sit up co//og. surprise or interest a 
person. sit at a person’s feet be a person’s pupil. 
sit back relax one’s cfforts. sit by look on without 
interfering, sit down IJ sit after standing. 2 cause to 
sit. 3 (foll. by uader) Bri/. sulamit tamely to (an insult 
etc.). sit heavy on the stomach take a Jong time 


situation 


to be digested. sit in 1 occupy a place as a protest. 
2 (foll. by for) take the place of. 3 (foll. by on) be 
present as a guest or observer at (a meeting etc.). sit 
in judgement be censorious. sit on 1 be a 
member of (a committee etc.). 2 hold a session or 
inquiry concerning. 3 collog. delay action about (the 
government has been sitting on the report). 4 collog. repress 
or rebuke or snub (felt rather sat on). sit on the 
fence see FrAck. sit on one’s hands 1 take no 
action. 2 refuse to applaud. sit out 1 take no part 
in (a dance etc.). 2 stay till the end of (esp. an 
ordeal). 3 sit outdoors, 4 outstay (other visitors). sit 
tight collog. 1 remain firmly in one’s 
place. 2 not be shaken off or move away 
Lae or yield to distractions. sit up 1 rise 
~ sur ~—itrom a lying to a sitting position. 2 sit 
= firmly upright. 3 go to bed later. 
4 collog. become interested or aroused 
etc. sit well have a good seat in riding. sit 
well on suit or fit. [Old 
Enelish| 
sitar n. » a long-necked 
Indian lute. > srrinctn. [from P48 
Hincli sda] 0 sitarist 7. 
sitcom 7, collog. a situation 
comedy. 


tuning 


inlaid 


sit-down adj. L (of a _finger- 
meal) eaten sitting at a "yard 
table. 2 (of a protest etc.) 
m which demonstrators 
occupy their workplace or sit 
down on the ground in a @ched 
public place. metal 
site en. 1 the groundchosen or J“! 
used for a town or builcling. 
2 a place where some activity is 
or has been conducted (camping ' 
vile; launching site). @ v.tr. 1 locate bridge 


or place. 2 provide with 
a site. [from Latin seus ‘local 
posiuon’] 
sit-in 7. 
sitting in. 
Sitka 7. (in full Sitka spruce) 
a fast-growing spruce, Picea end 
vilehensis, native to N. America pins = 
and yielding timber. [named 
after Sitka, a town in Alaska 
sitter n. 1 a person who sits, esp. for a portrait. 2 = 
BABYSITIER (see Banysir). 3 collog. a an easy catch or 
shot. b an easy task. 


sound 
box 


a protest involving 


SITAR 


sitting @ 7. 1 a continuous period of being seated, 
esp. engaged in an activity (finished the book in one 
willing). 2 a time during which an assembly is 
engaged in business. 3 a session in which a meal is 
served (dinner wll be served in lwo sittings). 4a clutch of 
veges. @ adj. 1 having sat down, 2 (of an animal or 
bird) not running or flying. 3 (of a hen) engaged in 
hatching, 0 sitting pretty see preity. 

sitting duck 2. (also sitting target) cvllog. a 
vulnerable person or thing. 

sitting room 7. csp. Bril. a room in a house for 
relaxed sitting in, 

sitting tenant n. Br. a tenant already in occupa- 
tion of premises, 

situate e «fr (usu. in passive) L put in a certain pos- 
ition or circumstances (is situated at the lop of a hill: 
hove are you situated al the moment?). 2 establish or indi- 
cate the place off put in a contest. e@ adj. Law or 
archaic situated. [based on medieval Latin situatus 
‘situated | 

situation 7. 1 a place and its surroundings ithe hous. 
stands in a fine situation), 2 a set of circumstances; a 
position in which one finds oneself a state of affairs 
(came oul of a difficult situation with credit). 3 an 
employee's position or job, [from medieval Latin 
vluatio] 0 situational adj. situationally ad: 


w Usage In sense 2, situation can be preceded by an 
adjective as shown above. The substitution of an 
attmibutye noun should be avoided where possible 


situation comedy 


since the result is usually ugly e.g. the rainforest sifua- 
fon. and often tautologous ¢.g. im a crisis situation . 


situation comedy 2. a comedy. esp. as part of a 
television or radio series, in which the humour 
derives from the situations the characters are 
placed in. 

Situationism ». the theory that human behaviour 
is determined by surrounding circumstances rather 
than by personal qualities. 0 situationist x. & adj. 

sit-up x. a physical exercise in which a person sits 
up from a supine position without using the arms 
for leverage. 

sit-upon 7. Brit, collog. the buttocks. 

sitz-bath 7. a hip bath. [partial translation of 
German Sitzbad] 

six e 1. 1 one more than five. 2 a symbol for this 6, 
vi. VI . 3a size etc. denoted by six. 4 a set or team 
of six individuals. 5. Cricket a hit scoring six runs by 
clearing the boundary without bouncing. 6 the ume 
of six o clock. 7 a card etc. with six pips. @ adj. that 
AMOUNL tO SLX. G at Sixes and sevens in contusion 
or disagreement. knock for six Brit. collog. utter! 
surprise or overcome, [Old English] 

Six Counties 7.p/. the counties of N. Ireland. 

sixer 7.1 Bri. the leader of a group of six Brown- 
ies or Cubs, 2 CraXet a hit for six runs. 

sixfold adj.  ad:. 1 six times as much or as many. 
2 consisung of six party. 

SiX-gun 7. = sI\-SHOOTER. 

six-pack 7. a pack of six cans of beer held together 
with a plastic fastener. 

sixpence nz. Brit. 1 the sum of six pence. esp. before 
decimalization. 2 hat, a coin worth six old pence 

2p. ona sixpence } within a small area or 
short distance. 2 quickly and with ease. 

sixpenny ad. Bril, costing or worth six pence, esp. 
before decimalization. 

six-shooter 7. a revolver with six chambers. > ri- 
VOUNER 

sixteen 7. 1 one more than fifteen. 2 a symbol for 
this 16, xvi, NVI. 3a size etc. denoted by sixteen. 
@ adj. that amount to sixteen. [Old English] G six- 
teenth adj. & ni. 

sixth e@ 7. 1 the position in a sequence correspond- 
ing to that of the number 6 in the sequence | 6. 

2 something occupying this pusition. 3 any of six 
equal parts of a thing. 4.\V/us. a an interval or chord 
spanning six consecutive notes in the diatonic scale 
eg Cto A. ba note separated from another by 
this interval. @ adj. that is the sixth. 0 sixthly ad. 

sixth form ». Bri. a form in a secondary school for 
pupils over Lo. 

sixth-form college ». Bnt. a college for pupils over 
Ito. 

sixth sense 7. 1 4 supposed faculty giving intuitive 
or extrasensory knowledge. 2 such knowledge. 

sixty e@7. p/-ies 1L the product of six and ten. 2a 
svmbol tor this 60. Ix. LN. 3 in ph the numbers 
from 60 to 69. esp. the years of a century or of a 
person’s life. 4 a set of sixty persons or things. 
@ adj. that amount to sixty. {Old English] s sixtieth 
adj). En. sixtyfold ad. S ad: 

sixty-four thousand dollar question 7 also 
sixty-four dollar question a dillicult’ and 
crucial question from the top prize in a broadcast 
quiz show . 

sizable \ ar. a! x17) viii. 

size'e7. L the relative bigness or extent of a thing. 
dimensions. magnitude a of cast vtzet stze muatters bess 
than quan . 2 cach of the classes into which things 
otherwise similar are divided according to size is 
made in seceral sizes: tithes size 7 an Hotes ts thre: sizes toe 

Aig. @ c.f sorUin sizes or according to size. & of a 

size having the same size. of some size fairl 

large. the size of as bie as. the size of it. My. a 

tue account ot the matter Hei the sete of Wf. Size 

up 1 csumate the size of. 2 cody. form a judgement 
of. what size? how big? [trom Old French sve] 

oO sized adj). also in comb. . sizer >. 


skat 


size* @ ». a gelatinous solution used in glazing 


paper. stiffening textiles. preparing plastered walls 
for decoration, etc. @ i. glaze or suffen or treat 
with size. [Middle English] 

sizeable adj. also sizable large or fairly large. 
G sizeably ad:. 

sizzle e <1 a inir make a sputtering or hissing 
sound when or as if frying. b fr frv or burn. 2 ity. 
collog. a be in a state of great heat or excitement 
Britain sizzled in the heatwave: articles sizzling with the 
neves . b be salacious. @ x. 1 a sizzling sound. 2 callog. 
a state of great heat or excitement. O sizzler n. 
sizzling adj. & adv. sizzling hot . 

SJ abbr. Society of Jesus. 

sjambok /sham-bok/ e 7. in S. \frica along sul 


ShELETON 


The human skeleton supports 
the body, protects the internal 
organs. and provides anchor- 
age for the niuscles. It consists 
of bones and connective Ussuce 
called cartilage. Although an 
individual bone is around five 
umes stronger than a steel bar 
of similar weight. the many 
joints in a skeleton allow a 
wide range of movement. 
The human skeleton contains 
206 bones about half of 
which are in the hands and 
feet and consists of wo main 
groups: the axial skeleton 
skull. vertebral column, and 
nmbcage and the appendicular 
skeleton the bones of the 
arms and lees . To allow for 
childbirth. the female pel ic 
cavity is shallower and wider 
than the male cavin, 


manilla 
mandthle 


ster Mieny 


carpals 
mre facalfials 
calf a 


phalanges A 
as 
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PUAN NINE 


SENG AS DIF BERENCES 
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UN ge? 
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super? arity 


pubic 


Vanes 


scider subpichr 


FRSUIN EP Es 


een. 


" Maeve 
me? 


peter 


~ cary 


shorter naziular 


aga? arn 
fichic js : 
Narreieed subpiuter 

ee aT 
MIALE PRIVIS aan 


MUrsatls 


whip. originally made of rhinoceros hide. @ itz flog 
with a sjambok. [from Urdu chabus] 

ska n. a style of fast popular music with a strong 
offbeat, origmating in Jamaica. [20th-century 
coinage] 8 

skag n. also scag esp. US slang 1 a cigarette: a 
cigarette stub. 2 heroin. [20dh-century coinage] 

skald n. also scald in ancient Scandinavia a 
composer and reciter of poems honouring heroes 
and their deeds. [from Old Norse ska/d] o skaldic 
ad). 

skanky adj. cullog.. chiefly .\. Amer. very unpleasant. 

skat /skaht/ n. a three-handed card game with 
bidding. [from Italian scarto ‘a diseard’] 


_ ~ cranium 


sygomatte bone 


clavicle 

coracotd \ 

process | 

humerus 
ribcage 


vertebral 
column 


sede Pde 


femur 


patella 


condi les 


eer Fa 
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midenus : 


talus 


cunettorm bane. 


— phalanges 


skate 


skate'e 7. 1 cach of a pair of stecl 
blades (or of boots with blades 


ankle 


attached) for gliding on_ ice. 
CD Hockky, 2 = ROLLER SKATE 7. support 
3 a device on which a heavy ‘Boat 


object moves. @ vw 1 a intr: 
move on = skates. b & 
pertorm (a specified figure) 
on skates. 2 ir (foll. by 
over) refer fleetingly to, 
disregard. 0 get one’s 
skates on Sri!. collog. make 
haste. skate on thin ice 
collog. behave rashly, risk 
danger, esp. by dealing with a 
subject needing tactful treatment. 
French eschasse ‘stil’] Oo skater 7. 
skate? 7. (pl. same or skates) ¥ any cartilaginous 
marine fish of the family Rajidae, esp. Raa baits, a 
large flat rhomboidal fish used as food. [from Old 
Norse skala] 


blade 


SKATE: [CE HOCKEY SKATE 


[from Old 


wing-like 2 


pectoral fin 


spiracle 


- ‘ 
dorsal fers 
Ge 


SKATE: COMMON SKATL 
(Raja batts) 


skate? n. slang a contemptible, mean, or dishonest 
person (esp. cheapskate). [19th-century coinage] 

skateboard e 7. ¥ a short narrow board mounted 
on twoewhecled trucks, used for riding on while 
standing, @ vin: ride on a skateboard. 0 skate- 
boarder 1. 


board | 


ey 


SKATEBOARD 


skatepark 7. a park with ramps etc. for skate- 
boarding. 

skating rink 7. 1 a piece of ice artificially made, o1 
a floor used, for skating. 2 a building containing 
this 

skedaddle collog. @ v.ini, run away, depart quickly, 
flee. @ n. a hurried departure or flight. [19th- 
century coinage] 

skeeter! n. esp. .V. Amer. & Austral. collog. & dial. a 
mosquito. [abbreviation | 

skeeter® var. of sKirrcr. 

skein /skayn/ 7. 1 a loosely-coiled bundle of yarn 
or thread. 2 a flock of wild geese etc. in flight. 3a 
tangle or confusion. [from Old French escaigne| 

skeletal «dj. 1 of, forming, or resembling a skcleton. 
9 very thin, emaciated. 3 consisting of only a bare 
outline or minimum. 0 skeletally ad 

skeleton 7. 1 a <a hard framework of bones, cartul- 
age, shell, woody fibre, etc., supporting or contain- 
ing the body of an animal or plant. b the dried 
bones of a human being or other animal fastened 
together in the same relative positions as in life. 
2 the supporting ft amework or structure of a thing. 
3 avery thin person or animal. 4 the remaining part 
of anything after its life or usefulness 1s gone. 5 an 
outline sketch, an epitome or abstract. 6 (attrib) 
having only the essential or minimum number ol 


persons parts etc. (skeleton plan: skeleton staff ) [from 


safety heel tip 


eo 


Greek, literally ‘dried-up (thing)’] 0 skele- 
tonize 2/7, (also -ise), 
skeleton in the cupboard 7. (US 
skeleton in the closet) a discreditable 
or embarrassing fact kept secret. 
skeleton key n. a key designed to fit 
many locks. 
skep 2. 1 a a wooden or wicker basket 
of any of various forms. b the quantity 
contained in this. 2 m® a straw or 
wicker bechive. [from Old Norse 
skeppa| 
skeptic US var. of scrrtic. 
skeptical US var. of scrvrca.. 
skepticism U/S var. of sceriicism (see 
SCLPTIC). 
skerry n. (/. -ies) Sc. a reef or rocky 
island. [Orkney dhalect, from Old 
Norse sker] 
sketch e@ 7. 1 a rough, slight, merely 
outlined, or unfinished drawmg or 
painting, often made to assist in 
making a more finished picture. 2 a brief 
account; a rough draft or general outline. 3 a 
very short usu. humorous play or perform- 
ance, often linited to one scene in a revue, comecly 
programme, etc. 4a short descriptive piece of writ- 
ing. @ v 1 t& make or give a sketch of. 2 mer. 
draw sketches (zeent out sketching). 3 tr. (often foll. by 
in, out) indicate briefly or in outline. [from Italian 
ychizz0| O sketcher n 
sketchbook ». (als sketch pad) a pad of drawing 
paper for sketching on. 
sketchy «dj. (sketchier, sketchiest) 1 giving only 
a rough outline, like a sketch. 2 collog. unsubstantial 
or imperfect, esp. through haste. 0 sketchily adv 
sketchiness 1. 
skew e adj. oblique, slanting, set askew. @ 7. 1 fy: 
make skew. 2 ¢ distort. 3 intr move obliquely. 
4 intr. twist. 0 on the skew askew. [from Old @ 
Northern French eshiu(ze yer ‘to eschew] 0 skew- 
ness /. 
skewbald e ar. » (of an animal) with irregular 
patches of white and another colour (properly not 
black). @ 7. a skewbald animal. [Middle English 
shued *skewbald’. on the pattern of pichald| 


skewer e 7. a long pm designed for holding 
meat etc. compacty together, or the pieces of nieat 
etc. of a kebab, while cooking. @ wf 1 fasten 
together or pierce with or as with a skewer, 2 esp. 
N. Amer. criticize sharply. [Middle English] 

skew-whiff «adj. S adv. Bril. collog. askew, 


SkI 

There are three types of competitive skiing: 
Alpine (downhill and slalom), Norce (cross- 
country and ski jumping), and biathlon 
(cross-country with rifle shooting). All 
forms of skiing require specialized equip- 
ment. Phe skis, which are usually made 
of synthetic materials, vary in length 
and weight according to use. Slalom 
skis, for example, are shorter to aid g 
manoeuvrability, while cross-country 

skis are light and narrow, with a toc 
fastening that allows the heel to move 
up and down with each stride. ‘Vhe 
ski boots support the ankles and 
ensure the skier 1s leaning forward at 
the correct angle. Salety bindings 
fasten the boot to the ski, but release 
under pressure. Ski poles assist with 


basket 


balance and turning. 


DOWNHILL SKIER 


SKEP 


skifflle 


ski e n. (pl. skis) I each of a pair of long narrow 
pieces of wood etc., fastened under the feet for 
travelling over snow. 2 a similar device under a 
vehicle or aircraft. 3 = waitk-ski. 4 (alin) for wear 
when skiing (sé? boots). @ v. (skis, skied, skiing or 
ski-ing, 1 int: ¥ travel on skis. > sistom. 2 (7 ski at 
(a place). [from Old Norse skith ‘billet, snowshoe’ ] 
do skiable ad). 
ski-bob e 2. a machine like a bicycle with skis 
instead of wheels. @ v.iniz. (-bobbed, -bobbing, 
ride a ski-bob, 0 ski-bobber n. 
skid e v. (skidded, skidding) 1 mir (of a 
vehicle, a wheel, or a driver) slide on slippery 
ground, esp. sideways or obliquely. 2 ¢ 
cause (a vehicle etc.) to skid. 3 intr. ship, 
slide. @ ». 1 the act or an instance of 
skidding. 2 a piece of wood etc. serving 
as a support, ship’s fender, inclined 
plane, etc. 3 a braking device. 4 a 
runner beneath an aircraft for use when 
landing. 6 hit the skids collog. enter a 
rapid decline or deterioration. on the 
skids collog. 1 about to be discarded or 
defeated. 2 ready for launching. put the 
skids under collog. 1 hasten the downfall or 
failure of. 2 cause to hasten. [17th-century 
commie} 
skid-pan n. Brif. 1 a slippery surface prepared {or 
vehicle-drivers to practise control of skidding. 2 a 
braking device, 
skid row un. .\. mer collog. a part of a town 
frequented by vagrants, alcoholics, ete. 
skier n. a person who skis. 
skiff 7. a light rowing boat or sculling boat. [from 
Italian schifo] 
skiffle n. 1 Sri. a kind of tolk music 


with a blues or jazz flavour, 


SKEWBALD 
PONY 


wind and 
waterproof 
— jackel 


sku pole 


vkv bool 


al 


ski jump 


popular in the 1950s and played by a small group, 
mainly with a rhythmic accompaniment to a 
singing guitarist or banjoist, often incorporating 
unprovised instruments, 2 (1S a style of 1920s and 
30s jazz deriving from blues, ragtime, and folk 
music, and using improvised as well as conven- 
tional instruments. 

ski jump 2. 1 a stecp slope levelling off before a 
sharp drop to allow a skier to leap through the air. 
2 a jump made from this. G ski jumper n. ski 
jumping ». 

skilful adj. (US skillful) having or showing skill; 
practised, expert, adroit, ingenious. o skilfully adv. 
skilfulness n. 
ski lift n. « 


a device for carrying 


pole to skicrs up a slope, usu. on seats hung 
overhead from an overhead cable. 
cable skill 1. expertness, practised ability, 


facility in an action; dexterity or tact. 
{from Old Norse skz/ “distinction’] 
skilled ad. 1 joften foll. by in) 


a worker) highly trained or experi- 

enced. 3 (of work) requiring skill or 
special training. 

skillet 7. 1 Brit. a small metal 

cooking pot with a long handle 

and usu. legs. 2.\. Amer a 

frying pan. [Middle 

English] 
skillful (°S var. 


of SKILL t.. 


SKI LIFT 
a 4 


skim e« skimmed, skimming) I (a take scum 
or cream or a floating layer from the surface of (a 
liquid). b take (cream etc.) from the surface of a 
liquid. 2 #7: a keep touching lightly or nearly touch- 
ing (a surface! in passing over. b deal with or treat 
(a subject) superficially. 3 ii: a go lightly over a 
surface, glide along in the air. b (foll. by over) = sense 
2b of « 4a h. read superficially, look over cursorily, 
b intr. (usu, foll. by through) read or look over curscr- 
ily. @ x. 1 the act or an instance of skimming, 2 a 
thin covering on a liquid (skzm of wei. [back-formation 
from skiMMER| 

skimmer ». | a device for skimming liquids. > t 11.- 
si. 2 a person who skums. 3 a flat hat, esp. a broad- 
brimmed straw hat. [from Old French escumozr| 

skim milk 7. (also skimmed milk, milk from 
which the cream has been skimmed. 

skimp ©. 1 ¢: supply (a person etc.) meagrely with 
food, money, etc, 2 (x use a meagre or insufficient 
aniount of, stint (material, expenses, etc.). 3 i do 
hastily or carelessly. 4 mfx be parsimonious. [1 8th- 
century coinage] 

skimpy cd. (skimpier, skimpiest) meagre; 
insuflicient. O skimpily ad:. skimpiness 7. 

skin e 7. 1 A the thin layer of tissue forming the 


natural outer covering of the bodv. 2 a the skin of 


a flayed animal with or without the hair etc. b a 
maternal prepared from skins esp. of smaller 
animals. 3 a person’s skin with reference to its 
colour or complexion ihas a fair skin). 4 an outer 
layer or covering, esp. the coating of a plant. fruit, 
or sausage. 5 a film like skin on a liquid etc. 6 a 
container for liquid, made of an animal’s whole 
skin. 7 a the planking or plating of a ship or boat, 


inside or outside the ribs, b the outer covering of 


any cratt or vehicle, esp. an aircraft or spacecraft, 
e «. (skinned, skinning) 1 /: a remove the skin 
from. b graze (a part of the body). 2 a f& cover (a 
with or as with skin. b wn (of a wound 
etc.) become covered with new skin. 3 t& s/ang swin- 
dic. 0 by (or with, the skin of one’s teeth hy a 
very Narrow margin. get under a person’s skin 
collug. interest or annoy a person intensely. have a 
thick (or thin skin be insensitive (or 
criticism ctc. no skin off one’s nose cov/loy. a 
matter of indillerence or even benefit to one. to 
the skin through all one’s clothing (soaked to the 
skin). [from Old Norse sine] O skinless ad). 
skinned ad). also in comb), Skinner 1 


sore etc. 


sensitive) to 


having or showing skill; skilful. 2 (of 


skive 


SKIN 


The skin is the human body’s largest organ. It protects 
internal organs, retains body fluids, helps regulate body 
temperature, and is sensitive to external stimul.. It has 
two main parts: the epidermis, a protective covering 
with an external layer of dead cells, and the dermis, 


which contains living structures such as 
nerve endings. 


layer of - 
dead cells 7 
squamous — 
epithelial cells 


prickle cell layer/ / 
basal cell layer / 

nerve —+__. 

connective . 4 

fibrous tissue 


aleriole 


skin-deep @ ad). of a wound, or of an emotion, an 
impression, a sual etc.) superficial, not deep or 
lasting. @ adv, superficially, slightly. 

skin diver 7. a person who swims underwater with- 
out a diving suit, usu. i deep water with an 
aqualung and flippers. 0 skin diving ». 

skinflint 7. a miserly person. 

skinful x. (//. -fuls) Brit. collog. enough alcoholic 
liquor to make one drunk. 

skin graft ». 1 the surgical transplanting of skin. 
2 a piece of skin transferred in this way. 

skinhead ». 1 a person, esp. a youth, characterized 
by close-cropped hair and heavy boots, esp. one of 
an aggressive gang, 2 (Sa recruit in the Marines. 

skinny ad. skinnier, skinniest) 1 thin or emaci- 
ated. 2 (of clothing) tight-fitting. 0 skinniness 7. 

skinny-dip ¢o//oq. @ ini. swim naked. @ x. a naked 
swun. 

skint ad. Brit. collog. having no money left. {literally 
“skinned | 

skin test 7. a test to determime whether an immune 
reaction is elicited when a substance is applied to or 
injected into the skin. 

skintight adj. ;of a garment) very close-fitting. 

skip'e ». (skipped, skipping) 1 ini. a move along 
lightly, esp. by taking two steps with each foot in 
turn. b j jump lightly from the ground, esp. so as to 
clear a skipping rope. ¢ gambol, caper, frisk. 2 itr. 
move quickly from one point, subject, or occupa- 
tion to another. 3 fr (also absol.) omit in dealing with 
a series or in reading (skip every tenth row, always skips 
the small print). 4 tr. collog. not participate in. 5 fr. 
collog. depart quickly from; leave hurriedly. en. 1a 
skipping movement or action. 2 Computing the 
action of passing over part of a sequence of data or 
instructions. G skip it slang 1 abandon a topic etc. 
2 make off, disappear. [Middle English] 

skip? n. 1 Brit. a large container for builders’ refuse 
ete. 2 a cage, bucket. etc., m which men or mater- 
ials are lowered and raised in mines and quarries. 
3 =saie ]. [variant of sx] 

skipjack x. (in full skipjack tuna) ¥ a small 
striped Pacific tuna, Aatsueonus (or Euthynnus) 
pelamis, used as food. 


SKIPJACK 
TUNA 
Aatviwonus 
pelamis 


hawr erector | 
muscle | 


_' . . 
— epidermis 


fe dermis 


muscle 
\ sweat gland 


hawr follicle sebaceous gland 


SECTION THROUGH HUMAN SKIN 


skipper e 7. 1 a sea captain. 2 the captain of an 
aircraft. 3 the captain of a side in a game or sport. 
@ wir, act as captain of, 
skipping rope 7. a length of rope held at each end 
and swung over the head and under the feet while 
jumping, 
skirl e 7. the shrill sound characteristic of bagpipes. 
@ v.intr. make a skirl. 
skirmish e 1. 1 a piece of irregular or unpremedi- 
tated fighting, esp. between small or outlying parts of 
armies or fleets; a slight engagement. 2 a short argu- 
ment or contest of wisete. @ «ini, engage in a skirm- 
ish. [from Old French ‘eskirmir| 0 skirmisher 7. 
skirt e 7. 1a woman’s outer garment hanging from 
the waist. 2 the part of a coat, dress, etc. that hangs 
below the waist. 3 a hanging part round the base of 
a hovercraft. > Hovercrarr. 4 (in sing, or pl.) an edge, 
border, or extreme part. 5 (in full skirt of beef 
etc.) a the diaphragm and other membranes as 
food. b Brit. a cut of meat from the lower flank. 
@ vf, 1 go along or round or past the edge of. 2 be 
situated along, 3 avoid dealing with (an issue etc.). 
[from Old Norse skyrta ‘shirt’ | a skirted aaj. (also 
in comb.). é 
skirting ». (in full skirting board) Byi/. a narrow 
board etc. along the base of an interior wall. 
ski run 7. a slope prepared for skiing. 
skit n. a light, usu. short, piece of satire or 
burlesque. [related to (now rare) shit ‘to satirize’] 
skite e@ winiz Austral. & NZ collog. boast, brag. 
@ n. 1 Austral. & NZ collog. a boaster. 2 boasting; 
boastfulness. [from Scots & northern English 
dialect in sense ‘a person regarded with contempt] 
skitter vir. (also skeeter) 1 (usu. foll. by along, 
across) move lightly or hastily. 2 (usu. foll. by about, 
off ) hurry about, dart off. 
skittery adj. skittish, restless. 
skittish ad. 1 lively, playful. 2 (of a horse etc.) 
nervous, inclined to shy. [Middle English] 0 skit- 
tishly adv. skittishness 7. 
skittle e 7. 1 a pin used in the game of skittles. 2 (in 
pl.; usu. treated as sing.) a game played with wooden 
pins set up at the end of an alley to be bowled 
down, @ wir Cricket get (batsmen) out in rapid 
succession. [1 7th-century coinage] 
skive e v. (often foll. by off) 1 és split 
or pare (hides, leather, etc.). 
2 int: Brit. collog. a evade a 
duty, shirk. b avoid work by 
absenting oneself, play truant. 
e@ 7. collog. 1 an instance of shirk- 


skivvy 


ing. 2 an easy option. [from Old Norse ski/a] 0 skiv- 
er il. 
skivvy e@ 7. (pi. -ies) 1 Brit. collog. derog a female 
domestic servant. 2 a person doing work consid- 
ered menial or poorly paid. e w.intr, (-ies, -ied) 
collog. work as a skivvy. [20th-century coinage] 
skua /skew-a/ 7. 
<0 any large 
brownish preda- 
tory 
the family Stercor- 
arlidae. [from Old 
Norse skifr] 
skulduggery 7. (also 
sculduggery, skull- 
duggery) trickery; 
unscrupulous 
behaviour. 
[earlier sculdud- 
dery, originally Scots (18th c.) in sense ‘unchastity’] 


SKUA: GREAT SKUA 
(Catharacta skua) 


skulk v.iniz, 1 move stealthily, lurk, or keep oneself 


concealed, esp. in a cowardly or sinister way. 2 stay 
or sneak away in time of danger. 3 Bri. shirk duty. 
[from Scandinavian] Oo skulker n. 

skull n. 1 the bony case of the brain of a vertebrate. 
2 a¥ the part of the skeleton corresponding to the 
head. > HeEap. b this with the skin and soft internal 
parts removed. 3 the head as the seat of intelli- 
gence. [Middle English] o skulled aaj. (also in 
comb.), 


ethmoid bone parietal bou 


frontal bon 


lachrymal feporal 

bone — hone 

nasal bone J occipital 
bon 


zygomatic _ 
bone — 


maxilla A \. sphenoid bon 


— mandible 


SKULL: EXPLODED VIEW O] THR HUMAN SKULI 


skull and crossbones 1.)/. » a represcn- 
tation of a skull with two thigh bones 
crossed below it as an emblem of piracy 
or death, 
skullcap 1. 1 a small close-fittimg peak- 
less cap. 2 the top part of the skull, 
D> weap. 3 any plant of the genus 
Scufellana, having a helmet-shaped 
calyx after flowering 

skunk 7. 1 < 


family Mustelidae, 
esp. Mephitis mephitis 
having distinctive 
black and white 
striped fur and able 
to emit a powerful 


stench from a liquid 
secreted by its anal 
glands as a_ dctence. 


> mustriip. 2 collog. a 
contemptible 
{Algonquian | 
sky @ n. (p/. skies) (in 
sing. or pl.) 1 the region 
of the atmosphere and 
outer space seen from the 
Earth, 2 the weather o1 
climate evidenced by _ this. 
e v./r, (skies, skied) 1 Cricket 
etc. hit (a ball) high. 2 hang (a 
picture) high on a wall. 0 to 


person. 


SKUNK: Si RIPED 
SRUNKA 


Mephitis mephitis 


seabird of 


SKULL AND CROSSBONES 
ON A POISON-WARNING 


the skies without reserve (praised to the skies). 
under the open sky out of doors. [from Old 
Norse skj| a skyey adj. skyless ad). 

skydiving n. the sport of performing acrobatic 
manoeuvres under free fall with a parachute. 0 sky- 
diver 7. 

sky-high adv. G adj. very high. 

skyjack vir, slang hijack (an aircraft). O skyjacker n. 

skylark e 7. a lark, Alauda arvensis of Eurasia and 
N. Africa, that sings while hovering in flight. 
@ w.intr. play tricks, frolic. 

skylight 7. a window set in the plane of a roof or 
ceiling. > suir 

skyline 7. the outline of hills, buildings, etc., 
defined against the sky. 

skyrocket e 7. a rocket exploding high in the air. 
@ vintr, (-rocketed, -rocketing) (esp. of prices 
etc.) rise very rapidly. 

skyscraper 7. a very tall building. 

skywalk n. = skyway 2. 

skyward e adv. (also skywards) towards the sky. 
@ adj, moving skyward. 

skyway 7. 1 a route used by aircraft. 2 the sky as a 
medium of transport. 3 a covered overhead walk- 
way between buildings. 

slab n. 1 a flat broad fairly thick usu. square or 
rectangular piece of solid material, esp. stone. 2 a 
large flat piece of cake, chocolate, etc. 3 (of tmber) 
an outer piece sawn from a log. 4 Sri. a mortuary 
table. [Middle English] 

slack' e adj. 1 not taut; not held tensely (slack rope; 
slack muscles). 2 inactive or sluggish. 3 neghgent or 
remiss. 4 (of tide etc.) neither ebbing nor flowing, 
5 (of trade or business or a market) with little 
happening. @ 7. 1 the slack part of a rope (haul in the 
slack), 2 a slack time in trade etc. 3 collog. a spell of 
inactivity or laziness. 4 (in pi.) full-length loosely-cut 
trousers for informal wear. @¢. 1 a tr @ intr. slacken. 
b & loosen (rope etc.). 2 intr Brit. collog. take a rest; 
be lazy; shirk. o slack off 1 loosen. 2 lose or cause 
to lose vigour. take up the slack use up a surplus 
or make up a deficiency; avoid an undesirable lull. 
[Old English] 0 slackly ade. slackness n. 

slack? n. coal dust or small pieces of coal. [Middle 

Euglish| 

slacken vl, @ intr make or 

O slacken off = slack off (see siack 
slacker #. a shirker. 


become slack, 
i 


slag e n. 1 refuse left after ore has been 

smelted. > siasr rurnace. 2 Brit. slang offens. 

a prostitute or promiscuous woman. @ 2. 

(slagged, slagging) 1 ini, a form 
slag. b cohere into a mass like slag. 
2 tr (often foll. by off} Brit. slang criti- 
cize, insult. [from Middle Low 
German s/agge| 


anv of various SIGN slag heap 7. a hill of refuse from a 
cat-sized flesh-cating HNN? (hile 
mammals of thc Slain past part. of stay. 


slainte ii. used as a toast before drinking. [Scottish 
Gaelic, *health’] 

slake »./, 1 assuage or satisfy (thirst, revenge, etc.) 
2 disintegrate (quicklime) by chemical combination 
with water. [Old English] 

slaked lime see unic! p. 2. 

slalom 2. 1» a ski race down 
a zigzag course defined 
by aruficial obstacles. 
2 an obstacle race in 
canoes or cars or on 
skateboards or water- 
skis. [Norwegian, liter- 
ally ‘sloping track’ 

slam! e ». (slammed. 
slamming) lf, & intr. 
shut forcefully and 
loudly. 2 ¢% put down 4 
(an object) with a simi- GLANT-SLALOM | 
lar sound. 3 itr COL ' 


move 


RSI 


SRIER CLEARING 
Wat Grol a 


slash 


violently (he slammed out of the room). 4 ir. G intr. put 
or come into action suddenly or forcefully (slam the 
brakes on). 5 tr. slang criticize severely. 6 tr slang hit. 
7 tr. slang gain an easy victory over. @ n. 1 a sound of 
or as of a slammed door. 2 the shutting of a door 
etc. with a loud bang. 3 (usu. prec. by the) N. Amer: 
slang prison. 
slam? n. Cards the winning of every trick in a game. 
[originally the name of a card game] 
slam dunk 2. (also 
slamdunk) Basketball 
m a play in which a 
player jumps and thrusts 
the ball forcefully down 
| into the basket. 
| slammer 7. (usu. prec. by 
' the) slang prison. 
slander e 7. 1 a malicious, 
false, and injurious statement 
spoken about a person. 2 the 
uttering of such statements. 
3 Law false oral defamation. 
e@ wf utter slander about. 
{from Late Latin scandalum| 
Oo slanderer n. slanderous ad. 
slang e 7. words, phrases, and 
uses that are regarded as very informal and are 
often restricted to special contexts or are peculiar to 
a specified profession, class, etc. (racing slang; school- 
boy slang). @ v. 1 tr, use abusive language to. 2 intr, use 
such language. [18th-century coinage] 
slanging match 7. ri. a prolonged exchange of 
insults. 


SLAM DUNK 


slangy adj. (slangier, slangiest) 1 of the charac- 
ter of slang, 2 fond of using slang. 0 slangily adv. 

slant e v. 1 intr. slope; lie or go obliquely. 2 & cause 
to do this. 3 / (often as slanted adj.) present 
(information) from a particular angle esp. in a 
biased or unfair way. @ 7. 1 a slope; an oblique posi- 
tion, 2 a point of view, esp. a biased one. @ ad). slop- 
ing, oblique. 0 on a (or the) slant aslant. [Middle 
English; v.: from Old Norse] 

slantwise adv. aslant. 

slap ez. (slapped, slapping) 1 ¢ & inti: strike with 
the palm of the hand or a flat object, or so as to 
make a similar noise. 2 t lay forcefully (slapped the 
money on the table; slapped a writ on the offender). 3 tr. put 
hastily or carelessly (s/ap some paint on the walls). 4 tr 
(often foll. by down) collog. reprimand or snub. @ 7. 1a 
blow with the palm of the hand or a flat object. 2 a 
slapping sound. @ adz. 1 suddenly, tully, directly (van 
slap into hum; hat me slap in the eye). 2 = star Banc. O slap 
on the back e 7. congratulations. e v.ir congratu- 
late. [from Low German s/app]| 

slap and tickle 2. Brit. collog. 
amorous amusement. 


hght-hearted 


slap bang adv. J exactly, precisely (slap bang in the 
muddle of the town). 2 violently, noisily, headlong. 
3 conspicuously, prominently. 
slapdash e adj. hasty and careless. @ adv. in a slap- 
dash manner. 
slap-happy 4d). colloy. 1 cheerfully casual or flip- 
pant. 2 punch-drunk. 
slaphead ». slang derog. a person 
with very short hair or very 
little ham. 


open gate slap im the face n. a 
1 1 rebuff or affront. 
slapper 1. Brit. slang offens. 
a promiscuous woman. 
slapstick 7. boisterous 
< knockabout comedy. 
‘ slap-up altrib.adj. esp. Brit 
collog. excellent, lavish 
(slap-up meal). 
- slash e wv. 1 intr, make a 
478. sweeping or random cut 
< | or cuts with a knife 
! sword, whip, ete. 2 
SLALOM make such 


11 
blind 


ale 


1 CURTIS 


slasher 


at. 3 # make a Jong narrow gash or gashes in. 
4 fr, reduce (prices etc.) drastically. 5 f censure 
vigorously. 6 fx make (one’s way) by slashing, 7 dr a 
lash (a person etc.) with a whip. b crack a whip). 
en. 1 aa slashing cut or stroke. b a wound or slit 
made by this. 2 an oblique stroke; a solidus. 3 Bri. 
slang an act of urinating. 4.1. .lmer debris resulting 
from the felling or destruction of trees. [Middle 
English] 
slasher 7. 1 a person or thing that slashes. 2 (in full 
slasher film, slasher movie) a film depicting 
violent assault with a knife etc, 
slat n. a thin narrow piece of wood or plastic or 
metal, esp. used in an overlapping series as in a 
fence or venetian blind. [from Old French 
esclal “splinter | 
slate en. 1 <a fine-grained erey, 
green, or bluish-purple meta- 
morphic rock easily split into flat 
smooth plates. & metytorriic. 2 a 
piece of such a plate used as roofing- 
material. 3 a piece of such a plate 
usecdl for writing on, usu. framed in 
wood. 4 a bluish-grey colour. 3A, Amer 
a list of nominces for office ete. 
@ 7/1 cover with slates esp. as roofing, 
2 Brit. collog. criticize severely. 3M. Amer: 
make arrangements for (an event ctc.}. 
4 NM. Amer nominate for office etc. @ adj. made ol 
slate. 5 on the slate Bri. recorded as a debt to be 
paid. wipe the slate clean forgive or cancel the 
record of past offences. [Middle English, 
from Old French esclate “slat’| O slating 2. 
slaty «dj. 
slate-pencil #. a small rod of soft slate used 
for writing on slate. 
slather e 7. 1 (usu. in pi.) US collog. a large 
amount. 2 often open slather) -lus/ra/. & 


SLATE 


AN slang unrestricted scope for action. 
e@ vir NN Amer collog. 1 spread thickly. 


2 squander. [1 9th-century coinage| 
slatted ad). having slats. 

slattern 7. a slovenly woman. [17th-century 
comage, related to slatering ‘slovenly’| o slatternly 
ad). 

slaughter e 7. 1 the killing of an aninal or animals. 
2 the killing of many persons or animals at once or 
conunuously, @ e/; 1 kill qpcople; im a ruthless 
manner or on a great scale. 2 kill (animals) esp. in 
large numbers. 3 collog. defeat utterly, [based on Old 
Norse s/dt “butcher's meat] 6 slaughterer n. 

slaughterhouse 1. 1 
animals as food. 2 a place of carnage. 

Slav e a member of a group of peoples in central 
and eastern Europe speaking Slavonic languages. 
@ adj. 1 of or relating to the Slavs. 2 = Stawoxc. ad). 
L. [from late Greek Sk/abos| 


slave @ 7. 1 a person who is the legal property of 


another and is bound to absolute obedience. 2 a 
drudge: a person working very hard. 3 (oll. by of, to) 
a helpless victiny of some dominating influence 


(slave of fashion: slave to duty), 4a machine, or part of 


one, directly controlled by another © Hypr wre, 
@ infer, work very hard. {from Old French eselarve] 

slave-driver 1. 1 an overseer of slaves. 2 a person 
who works others harc, esp. excessively so, 0 slave- 
drive if). ( pas! -drove; pas! part. -driven). 

slave labour ». forced labour, 

slaver! y. hist. ship or person engaged in the slave 
trade. 

slaver’ e7. 1 saliva running from the mouth, 2 a ful- 
some flatters. b drivel. nonsense, @ edad. 1 let saliva 
run from the mouth: dribble. 2 doll. by over) show 
excessive scntunentility over. or desire for. 

slavery 7. 1 the condition of a slave. 2 drudgery. 
3 the custom of having slaves. 

slave trade x. /iy/. the procuring, transporting, and 
selling of human beings. esp. African blacks, as 
slaves. G slave trader 1, 


Slavie ad). Gn. = Simone. 


a place for the slaughter of 


slavish adj. 1 of, like, or as of slaves. 2 showing no 
attempt at originality. 3 abject, servile, base. 0 slav- 
ishly adv. 

Slavonic e ad. 1 of or relating to the group of 
Indo-European languages including Russian, 
Polish, and Czech. 2 of or relating to the Slavs. 
e 7. the Slavonic language group. [from medieval 
Latin S/ejlavonicus| 

slaw 2. .\. Amer coleslaw. [from Dutch s/a] 

slay wir (past slew; past part. slain) 1 literary or 

© Amer kill. 2 collog. overwhelm with delight; 
convulse with laughter. [Old English] o slayer n. 
sleaze collog. @ n. 1 sleaziness; sleazy material or 
conditions. 2 a person of low meral standards. 
@ w.intr. move in a sleazy fashion. [back-formation 
from sunvzy] 

sleazeball 1. (also sleazebag) slang a sordid or 
despicable person. 

sleazy adj. (sleazier, sleaziest) 1 squalid, tawdry. 
2 slatternly. 3 (of textiles ete.) flimsy. [1 7th-century 
coinage] 0 sleazily adv. ereezinces n. 

sled .\. Amer. @ 71, = Sik 'n. @ winks. G Ir (sledded., 
sledding) = supa". [from Middle Low German 
sledde, related to aie 

sledge' ev. 1 ¥ a vehicle on runners for conveying 
loads or passengers esp. over snow, drawn by 
horses, dogs, or reindecr, or pushed or pulled by 
one or more persons. 2 Brit. a toboggan. @ wml & 
fx ride or convey on a sledge. [from Middle Dutch 
vleedse| 


SLEDGE 


sno shorel canvas cover 


| supply cases 


iron lopped wooden runner / 


sledge? n. = sicoci wine 1. 

sledgehammer ». 1 a large heavy hammer used to 
break stone etc. 2 (alih.) heavy or powerful (a sledge 
hammer blow). {L5th-century comage. from earlicr 
slecy “sleclgehammer | 

sleek e@ adj. 1 (of hair, fur, or skin, or of an animal 
or person with such hair etc.) smooth and glossy. 
2 looking well-fed and comfortable. 3 ingratiating. 
4 tof a thing) smooth and polished. @ 2.f: make 
sleek. [later variant of suck| oO sleekly ad>. sleek- 
ness ii. sSleeky ad). 

sleep e #. I the condition of body and mind which 
normally recurs for several hours every night, in 
which the nervous system is inactive, the eyes 
closed, the postural muscles relaxed, and conscious- 
ness practically suspended. 2 a period of sleep (shall 
try ta gela sleep). 3 astate like slecp, such as rest, quiet, 
or death. 4 the prolonged inert condition of hiber- 
nating animals. 5 collug. a substance founcl in the 
corners of the eyes after sleep. @ 7 (past and past part. 
slept) 1 inix a be in a state of sleep. b tall asleep. 
2 intr. (loll. by af, im, etc.) spend the night. 3 & 
provide sleeping accommodation for (/he house sleeps 
vir). 4 vir (toll. by eeuth, together) have sexual inter- 
course, esp. in bec. 9 mn (fll, ly on, aver; not decide 
(a question) unul the next clay. 6 ax doll. by Hrrough) 
fail to be woken by. 7 im be mactive or dormant. 
8 mit, be dead; ic i the grave. O go to sleep 
1 enter a state of sleep. 2 (of a limb) become 
numbed by pressure. in one’s sleep while asleep. 
put to sleep 1 anacsthetize, 2 euphem. kill (an 
anal) painlessly, sleep around collog. be sexually 
promiscuous. sleep in 1 remain asleep later than 
usual in the morning. 2 sleep by night at one’s place 
of work. sleep out sleep by night out of doors, or 
not at one’s place of work. [Old English] 

sleeper 1. 1 a person or animal that sleeps. 2 a 

beam laid horizontally as 

a support, esp. Brat. for railway track. & wv. 3 aa 


wooden or concrete 


slice 


sleeping car. b a berth in this. 4 Brit. a ring worn in 
a pierced ear to keep the hole from closing. 5 a 
thing that is suddenly successful after being undis- 
tinguished. 

sleeping bag 2. a lined or padded bag to sleep in. 

sleeping car 7. (also Brit. sleeping carriage) a 
railway coach with beds or berths. 

sleeping draught 1. Bri. a drink to induce sleep. 

sleeping partner 2. Bri, a pariner not sharing in 
the actual work of a firm. 

sleeping pill x. a pill to duce sleep. 

sleeping policeman 7. Bri. a ramp etc. in the 
road intended to cause traffic to reduce speed. 

sleeping sickness 7. any of several tropical 
diseases with extreme lethargy. 

sleeping suit 7. Brit. a young child’s one-piece 
garment, worn esp. as nightwear. 

sleepless ad. 1 characterized by lack of sleep. 
2 unable to sleep. 3 continually active or moving. 
o sleeplessly adv. sleeplessness 7. 

sleepwalk v.inir, walk or perform other actions 
while asleep. G sleepwalker n. 

sleepy adj. (sleepier, sleepiest) 1 drowsy; about 
to fall asleep. 2 lacking activity (@ sleepy town). 
3 habitually indolent, unobservant, etc. 0 sleepily 
adv. sleepiness 1. 

sleepyhead n. (esp. as a form of address) a sleepy 
or inattentive person. 

sleepy sickness 7. Bri. an infection of the brain 
with drowsiness and sometinies a coma. 

sleet @e 7. 1 a mixture of snow and rain falling 

together. 2 hail or snow melting as it falls. 3 US a 

thin coating of ice, @ winx (prec. by if as subject) 

sleet falls (7/ i s/eets). [Middle English] a sleety ad). 

sleeve 7. 1 the part of a garment that 
wholly or partly covers an arm. 2 the cover 

of a gramophone record. 3 a tube enclosing 

a rod or sinaller tube. 4a windsock. o roll up 

one’s sleeves prepare to fight or work. up 
one’s sleeve in resexve. [Old English] 0 sleeved 
adj. (also in comb). sleeveless ad}. 

sleigh e x. a sledge, esp. one for riding on, drawn by 
horses or reindeer. @ winiz travel on a sleigh. 
[originally US, from Dutch slee] 

sleigh bell n. any of a number of tinkling bells 
attached to the harrtsss of a sleigh-horse ete. 

sleight /slyt/ n. archaic 1 a deceptive trick or device 
or movement. 2 dexterity. 3 cunning. [based on 
Old Norse s/egr *sly’] 

sleight of hand 7. 1 clexterity esp. in conjuring or 
fencing. 2 a display of dexterity, esp. a conjuring 
trick. 

slender «dj. (slenderer, slenderest) 1 a of small 
girth or breadth (a slender pillar). b gracefully thin (a 
slender waist). 2 shght, meagre, mnacdequate (slender 
hopes: slender resources). [Middle English] o slender- 
ize vf. GS intr (also -ise). slenderly adv. slender- 
ness /. 

slept pas! and past part. of surrr. 

sleuth /slooth/ collog. @ n. a detective. @ v. 1 intr, act 
as a detective. 2 fr investigate. [Middle English in 
sense ‘trail’, originally in stirH-HouND| 

sleuth-hound 1. 1 a bloodhound. 2 collog. a detect- 
Ive, an invesugator. 

slew! (also slue) @ ul, & intr (ofien foll. by round) 
turn or swing forcibly or with effort out of the 
forwarcl or ordinary position, @ 7. such a change of 
positon. [1 8th-century nautical coinage] 

slew? pas! of suw. 

slew® n. esp. N. Amer. collog. a large number or quan- 
uty. [from Irish s/uagh| 

slice e x. 1 a thin broad piece or wedge cut off or 
oul csp. from meat or bread or a cake, pic, or large 
fruit. 2 a share; a part taken or allotted or gained (a 
slice of the profits). 3 a kitchen utensil with a broad 
flat blade for serving fish, cake, etc. 4 Golf, Tennis, 
ete. a slicing stroke. @ x. 1 ér (often foll. by up) cut 
into slices. 2 & (foll. by off} cut (a piece) off. 3 intr 
(loll, by ilo, through) cut with or like a knife, 4 @ (also 


slick 


absol.) a Golf strike (the ball) so that it deviates away 
from the striker. b (in other sports) propel (the ball) 
forward at an angle. 5 ¢ go through (air etc.) with 
a cutting motion. [from Old French eselice ‘splinter’ | 
O sliceable ad). slicer n. (also in comb). 

slick e adj. 1 a (of a person or action) skilful or effi- 
cient (slck performance). b superficially or preten- 
tiously smooth and dexterous. ¢ glib. 2 a sleek, 
smooth. b slippery. @ x. a smooth patch of oil etc., 
esp. on the sea. @ v.fr 1 make sleek or smart. 2 (usu. 
foll. by down) flatten (one’s hair etc.). [Middle 
English] o slickly adv. slickness n. 

slicker n..N. Amer. 1 collog. a a plausible rogue. 
b = crry stuckrr |. 2 a raincoat of smooth ma- 
terial. 

slide e ». (past and past part. slid) 1 a intr. move 
along a smooth surface with contmuous 
contact on the same part of the thing moving. 
b ¢ cause to do this. 2 intr. move quietly; glide. 
3 intr. pass gradually or imperceptibly. 4 itr. 
glide over ice without skates. 5 inir: (foll. by 
over) barely touch upon {a delicate subject etc.). 
6 intr. G tr (often foll. by into) move or cause to move 
quietly or unobtrusively (slid his hand inio mine). 
7 intr. take its own course (/ef it slide). @ n. 1 a the act 
or an instance of sliding. b a rapid decline. 
2 an inclined plane down which children, goods, 
etc., slide; a chute. 3 a track made by or for sliding, 
esp. on or of ice. 4 a part of a machine or in- 
strument that slides, esp. to open or close a valve. 
> BRASS, HARMONICA, 3 a a piece of glass holding an 
object for a microscope. b a mounted transparency 
for projection on to a screen, 6 Brit. = Hairsispe. 7 a 
part or parts of a machine on or between which a 
sliding part works. [Old English] o slidable ad). 
slider 7. 

slide fastener 7. (/S a zip fastener. 

slide rule 7. ¥ a ruler with a sliding central strip, 
eraduated logarithmically for making rapid calcu- 
lations, esp. muluplication and division. 


SLIDE RULE sliding central strip! 

sliding scale 7. a scale of fees, taxes, wages, etc., 
that varies as a whole in accordance with variation 
of some standard. 

slight @ adj. 1 a inconsiderable; of little significance 
(a slight cold). b barely perceptible (a sight smell of gas), 
¢ not much or great or thorough; inadequate, scanty 
(paid him slight attention). 2 slender, frail-looking. 3 (in 
superl., with neg. or interrog.) any whatever ( paid nol the 
slightest altention). @ v.tr treat or speak of (a person 
etc.) as not worth attention; fail m courtesy or 
respect towards. @ x. a marked piece of neglect; a 
failure to show due respect. {originally in sense 
‘smooth, sleek’: from Old Norse s/éltr ‘level, 
smooth’] a shghtingly adz. slightish ad). slightly 
adv. slightness n. 

slily var. of styiv (see sLy). 

slim e «dj. (slimmer, slimmest) | a of small girth 
or thickness; of long narrow shape. b gracefully 
thin; slenderly built. ¢ not fat or overweight. 2 small, 
insufficient (@ slim chance of success). @ v. (slimmed, 
slimming) 1 ini, brit. make oneself slimmer by 
dieting, exercise, etc. 2 ¢ make slim or slimmer. 
[from Dutch] 0 shimly adv. slimmer n. slim- 
ming n. & adj. slimness n. 

slime e 2. thick slippery mud or a substance of 
similar consistency. @ vir cover with slime. [Old 
English] 

slimline adj. of slender design. 

slimy «dj. (slimier. slimiest) 1 of the consistency of 
slime. 2 covered, smeared with, or full of slime. 
3 collog. disgustingly dishonest, meek, or flattering. 
4 shppery; hard to hold. o slimily adv. sluminess n. 

sling'e 7. 1 a strap, belt, etc., used to support or 
raise a hanging weight. 2 a bandage looped round 


ui 


the neck to support an injured arm. 3 a strap or 
string used with the hand to give impetus to a small 
missile. 4 a pouch or frame supported by a strap 
round the neck or shoulders for carrying a young 
child. @ wz; (past and past part, stung) 1 (also absol.) 
hurl (a stone etc.) from a sling. 2 collog. throw. 
3 allow to swing suspended; arrange so as to be 
supported from above; suspend, hoist, or transfer 
with a sling. O sling one’s hook see Hoo. [Middle 
English] 
sling? n. a sweetened drink of spirits (esp. gin) and 
water. [18th-century coinage] 
sling-back 7. < a shoe held in place by a 
strap above the heel. 
sling-bag 7. brit. a bag 
with a long strap 
which may be 
hung from the 
shoulder. 
slinger 7. a 
person who slings, 
esp. the user of a sling. 


SLING-BACK 


slingshot n. US. a catapult. 
slink v.inir. ( past and past part. shank) (often foll. by 
off, away, by) move in a stealthy or guilty or sneaking 
manner. [Old English s/incan ‘to crawl’| 
slinky ad). (slinkier, slinkiest) I stealthy. 2 (of a 
garment) close-fittng and flowing; sinuous. 
3 gracefully slender. 0 slinkily adv. slinkiness 7. 
slip'e ». (slipped, slipping) t ini. slide uninten- 
tionally esp. for a short distance; lose one’s footing 
or balance or place by unintended sliding. 2 intr go 
or move with a sliding motion (slipped into her night- 
dress). 3 intr. escape restraint or capture by being 
slippery or hard to hold or by not being grasped. 
4 ini, make one’s or its way unobserved or quietly 
or quickly. 5 inix a make a careless or casual 
mistake. b fall below the normal standard: 
deteriorate, lapse. 6 ¢ insert or transfer stealthily or 
casually or with a sliding motion (s/ipped a coin into 
his hand). 7 tr. a release from restraint (s/ipped the dog 
from the leash). b release (the clutch of a motor 
vehicle) for a moment. 8 (7 move (a stitch) to 
the other needle without knitting it. 9 /: (foll. 
by on, off) pull (a garment) hastily on or off. 
10 ¢ escape from; give the slip to (slipped ils collar). 
e 7. 1 the act or an instance of shipping. 2 an acci- 
dental or shght mistake. 3 a loose covering o1 
garment, e.g. a pillowcase. 4 a a reduction in the 
movement of a pulley etc. due to slipping of the 
belt. b a reduction in the distance travelled by a 
ship or aircraft arising from the nature of the 
medium in which its propeller revolves. 5 (in sing. 01 
pl.) an incline on which boats are landed, built, etc. 
6 Cricket a a player stationed for fielding any ball 
glancing off the bat to the off side. > crickrl. b (in 
ying. or pl.) the position of such a fielder. o give a 
person the slip escape from or evade him or her. 
let slip 1 release accidentally or deliberately. 
2 miss (an opportunity). 3 utter inadvertently. slip 
away (or off} depart without lcave-taking ctc. slip 
up collog. make a mistake, (Middle English] 
slip? ». 1 a small piece of paper, esp. for writing on. 
2 a cutting taken from a plant for grafting ot 
planting; a scion, [Middle English] 
slip? n. clay in a creamy mixture with water, used 
mainly for decorating earthenware. [Old 
English spa ‘shme’| 
slip case n. a close-fitting case for a book 
etc 
slip cover n. 1 a detachable cover for a 
chair, sofa, etc., esp. when out of use; a loose 
cover. 2 a jacket or slip case for a book. 
slip-knot 7. 1» a knot that can be undone 
by a pull. 2 a running knot. 
slip of the pen ». (also slip of the 
tongue) a small mistake in which some- 
thing is written (or said) unintentionally. 
slip-on e ad). (of shoes or clothes) that can 
be easily slipped on and off. @ n. a shp-on 
shoe or garment. 


SLIP-KNOT: 
HIGHWAYMAN'S 
HITCH 


sloop 


slipover e 7. a pullover, usu. without sleeves. 
@ adj. (slip-over) (of a garment) to be slipped ove1 
the head. 

slippage 7. 1 the act or an instance of slipping. 
2 aa decline, esp. in popularity or value. b failure 
to meet a deadline or fulfil a promise. 

slipped disc 7. a cartilaginous disc between verte- 
brae that has become displaced, pinching the 
spinal nerve and causing lumbar pain. 

slipper n. 1 a light loose comfortable indoor shoe. 
2 a light slip-on shoe for dancing etc. 0 slippered 
adj. 

slippery adj. 1 difficult to hold firmly because of 
smoothness, wetness, sliminess, or elusive motion. 
2 (of a surface) difficult to stand on, causing slips by 
its smoothness or muddiness. 3 unreliable, shifty. 
4 (of a subject) requiring tactful handling. [Old 
English spor ‘slippery, morally repugnant ’| 0 slip- 
perily adv. slipperiness n. 

slippery slope n. a course leading to disaster. 

slippy adj. (slippier, slippiest) co/log. slippery. 
O look (or be) slippy Brit. look sharp; make haste. 
a slippiness n. 

slip road 7. Brit. a road for entering or leaving a 
motorway etc. 

slipshod adj. 1 carcless, unsystematic; loose in 
arrangement. 2 slovenly. 3 having shoes down at 
heel. 

slip stitch e 7. 1 a loose stitch joining layers of 
fabric and not visible externally. > strrcu. 2 a stitch 
moved to the other needle without being knitted. 
@ «/r, (slip-stitch) sew with slip sutches. 

slipstream e 7. 1 a current of air or water driven 
back by a revolving propeller or a moving vehicle. 
2 an assisting force regarded as drawing something 
along with or behind something elsc. @ v./7 1 (also 
abyol.) follow closely behind {another vehicle). 
2 pass after travelling in another's slipstream, 

slip-up 7. collog. a mistake, a blunder. 

slipway 7. a slip for building ships or landing boats. 

slit e 7. 1 a long straight narrow incision, 2 a long 
narrow opening comparable to a cul. @ v/ (slit- 
ting; past and past part. slit) 1 make a slit in; cut or 
tear lengthwise, 2 cut into strips. [Middle English] 
O slitted adj. slitty ad). \slittier, slittiest) usu. 
devog. 

slither e vif slide unsteadily; go with an irregular 
slipping motion. @ 7, an instance of slithering. 
[Middle English] a slithery ad). 

sliver e 7. a long thin piece cut or split off e vin & 
mtr. 1 break off as a sliver. 2 break up into slivers. 
3 form into slivers. [Middle English] 

Sloane i. (in full Sloane Ranger) Bri. slang a 
fashionable and conventional upper-class young 
person. [from Sloane Square, London (+ Lone 
Ranger, a cowboy hero)| 0 Sloaney ad). 

slob n. collog. a stupid, careless, coarse, or fat person. 
[from Irish s/eb ‘mud’] 0 slobbish ad). 

slobber e «ini 1 slaver. 2 (foll. by over) show exces- 
sive sentiment. @ 7. slaver. [Middle English} o slob- 
bery adj. 

sloe 7. 1 = wiack ruorn |. 2 the small bluish-black 
fruit of this, with a sharp sour taste. [Old 
English| 

sloe gin 7. a liqueur of sloes steeped in gin. 

slog e «. (slogged. slogging) 1 int. & I: 
hit hard and usu. wildly, esp. in boxing 
or cricket. 2 itz: (often foll, by azcap, on) 
walk or work doggedly. @ n. 1 a hard 
random hit. 2 a hard steady work o1 
walking. b a spell of this. []19th-century 
coinage| O slogger 1. 

_ pulling slogan nr. 1 a short catchy phrase used 


here in advertising etc. 2 a party cry; a 
undoes watchword or motto. 3 fist. a Scottish 
Anol Highland war cry. [from Gaelic s/uagh 


gharm| 
sloop 7. a small one-masted fore-and-afi 
rigged vessel with maiisail and jib 
[from Dutch sloepie)| 


sloosh 


sloosh Brit. collog. @ n. a pouring or pouring sound 
of water. @ v.inir. 1 flow with a rush. 2 make a heavy 
splashing or rushing noise. 

slop @ v. (slopped. slopping) 1 (often foll. by over) 
a init. spill or flow over the edge of a vessel. b é allow 
to do this. 2 & make (the floor, clothes, etc.) wet or 
messy by slopping. 3 ini (usu. foll. by over) gush; be 
effusive or maudlin. @ 7. 1 a quantity of liquid spilled 
or splashed. 2 weakly sentimental language. 3 (in pi.) 
waste liquid. 4 (in sug or pl.) unappetizing weak 
liquid food. 0 slop about esp. Bri. move about in a 
slovenly manner. slop out esp. Bri. carry slops out 

(in prison etc.). [originally in sense ‘a mudhole’] 

slop basin n. Bri. a basin for the dregs of cups at 
table. 

slop bucket x. a bucket for removing bedroom or 
kitchen slops. 

slope e x. 1 an inclined position or direction; a state 
in which one end or side is at a higher level than 
another; a position in a fine neither parallel nor 
perpendicular to level ground or to a line serving as 
a standard. 2 a piece of rising or fallmg ground. 
3 aa difference in level between two ends or sides 
(a slope of 5 metres). b the rate at which this increases 
with distance etc. 4 a place for skiing on the side of 
a hill or mountain. 5 (prec. by the) the position of a 
rifle when sloped. @ v. 1 inf: have or take a slope; 
slant esp. up or down: he or tend obliquely. 2 ty 
place or arrange or make in or at a slope. O slope 
arms place one’s rifle in a sloping position against 
one’s shoulder. slope off collog. ga away, esp. to 
evade work etc. [shortening of as/ope ‘inclined’| 

sloppy ad. (sloppier, sloppiest; 1 a (of the 
ground) wet with rain; full of puddles. b (of food 
etc.) watery and disagreeable. c (of a floor, table, 
etc.) wet with slops, having water etc. spilt on it. 
2 careless, not thorough. 3 (of a garment) ill-fitting 
or untidy. 4 (of sentment or talk) weakly emo- 
tional. 0 sloppily ad:. sloppiness n. 

slosh e ». } iniz: (often foll. by about) splash or floun- 
der about: move with a splashing sound. 2 ¢ Bri. 
slang hit esp. heavily. 3 fr: collog. a pour (liquid) clum- 
sily. b pour liquid on. @ 7. 1 slush. 2 a an instance 
of splashing. b the sound of this. 3 Brit. slang a 
heavy blow. 4 a quantity of hquid. [variant of susn] 

sloshed adj. s/ang drunk. 


sloshy ad). (sloshier, sloshiest) 1 slushy. 2 sloppy. 
sentimental. 

slot e 7. 1 a slit or other aperture in a machine etc. 
for something jesp. a coin) to be inserted. 2 a slit, 
groove, channel, or long aperture into which some- 
thing fits. 3 an allotted place in a scheme or sched- 
ule. @ 2. (slotted, slotting) 1 (@ G ii: place or be 
placed into or as if into a slot. 2 # provide with a 
slot or slots. [Middle English in sense “hollow of the 
breast’: from Old French esclo/| 

sloth /slohth/ x. 1 laziness or indolence: reluctance to 
make an effort. 2 ¥ any slow-moving 
nocturnal mammal of the family 
Bradypodidae or Megalonychi- 
dae of S. America, having 
long limbs and hooked 
claws for hanging upside 
down from branches of 
trees.  COLNINE 
[Middle English, 


based on stow | 


5 


P large, 


clau's 


SLOGRE UAC 
IOnD SLO'LH 
(Choloepus 
didactylus) 


downward 
pointing fur — 


my 


hooked 


slurry 


slothful adj. lazy; characterized by sloth. 0 sloth- 
fully adv. slothfulness 7. 

slot machine n. a machine worked by the insertion 
of a coin, esp. for selling small articles or providing 
amusement. 

slouch e wv. 1 iniy. stand or move or sit in a drooping 
ungainly fashion. 2 & bend one side of the brim of 
(a hat) downwards. 3 int, droop; hang down 
loosely. @ n. 1 a slouching posture or movement. 
2 a downward bend of a hat-brim. 3 collog. an 
incompetent or slovenly worker, operator, or 
performance. [1 6th-century coinage] 0 slouchy ad. 

slouch hat 7. a hat with a wide flexible brim. 

slough! / rhymes with cow/ n. a swamp; a miry place; 
a quagmire. [Old English] o sloughy ad. 

slough? /sluf/ @ n. a part that an 

animal casts or moults, 

esp. a snake’s cast 
skin. @v. 1 tr. < cast 
off as a slough. 


2 intr (often 
ae foll. by off) 
ii drop off as 

a_ slough. 

3 intr cast 

SLOUGH: SNAKE off a slough. 
CASTING OFF ITS SKIN [Middle English] 


O sloughy adj. 

Slough of Despond@ /fi7s/ word rhymes with cow/ n. 
a state of hopeless depression. [with reference to 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim 5 Progress] 

Slovak e 7. 1a member of a Slavonic people inhab- 
iting Slovakia, an independent republic in central 
Europe. 2 the West Slavonic language of this 
people. @ adj. of or relating to the Slovaks or their 
language. [related to Stovine] 

sloven /sluv-én/ n. a person who is habitually 
untidy or careless. [Middle English] 

Slovene (also Slovenian: e x. lL a member of a 
Slavonic people inhabiting Slovenia in south-east 
central Europe. 2 the language of this people. 
@ adj. of or relating to Slovenia, its people, or 
its language. {from a Slavonic root shared with 
SLOV \k | 

slovenly e@ adj. careless and untidy; unmethodical. 
@ adv. in a slovenly manner. Go slovenliness 7. 

slow e adj. 1 a taking a relatively long time to do a 
thing or cover a distance (also foll. by of: slow of 
speech). b acting or moving or done without speed. 
2 gradual (slow growth). 3 not producing, allowing, 
or conducive to speed! (i the slove lane). 4 (of a clock 
etc.) showing a time earlier than is the case. 5 (of a 
person) not understanding readily; not learning 
easily. 6 dull; uninteresting; tedious. 7 sluggish 
(business is slow). 8 (of a fire or oven) giving little 
heat. 9 Photog. a (of a film) needing long exposure. 
b (of a lens) having a small aperture. 10 a reluc- 
tant: tardy (not slow to defend himself). b not hasty or 
easily moved (slow to take offence). @ adv. 1 at a slow 
pace; slowly (sce Usage Note). 2 (in comb.) (slow- 
moving traffic). @ v. (usu. foll. by down, up) 1 intr, G& tr. 
reduce one’s speed or the speed of (a vehicle etc.). 

2 intr, reduce one’s pace of life; live or work less 

actively or intensely. [Old English] o slowish 
adj, Slowly adv. slowness 7. 


a Usage The use of soz as an adverb 1s chiefly 
confined to compounds such as slow-acting, slow'- 
moving. It is also established in the expression go sloze 
and the noun go-s/ow. In sentences such as he drives 
too slow and go as slow as you can, slowly is preferable 
in formal contexts. Compare fast which is fully 
acceptable as an adverb in standard English. 


slowcoach 7. rit. 1 a slow or lazy person. 2 a dull- 
witted person. 3 a person behind the umes in opin- 
1ONS CLC. 

slowdown 7. the action of slowing down; a go-slow, 

slow handclap 7. slow clapping by an audience as 
a sign of displeasure or boredom. 

slow march », the marching time adopted by 
troops m1 a funeral procession etc. 


slow motion n. 1 the operation or speed of a film 
using slower projection or more rapid exposure so 
that actions etc. appear much slower than usual. 
2 the simulation of this in real action. 


slow-worm 7. a small European legless lizard, 
Anguis fragilis. [Old English] ~ 

SLR abby. 1 self-loading rifle. 2 single-lens reflex. 

slub e x. 1 a lump or thick place in yarn or thread. 
2 fabric woven from thread ete. with slubs. @ adj. (of 
material etc.) with an irregular appearance caused 
by uneven thickness of the warp. [1 9th-century 
coinage | 

sludge 7. 1 thick greasy mud. 2 muddy or slushy 
sediment. 3 sewage. 4 Mech. an accumulation of 
dirty oil, esp. in the sump of an internal-combustion 
engine. []7th-century coinage] 0 sludgy ad. 

slue var. of sizw". 

slug! n. 1 a small shell-less mollusc of the class 
Gastropoda often destructive to plants. > GasTRO- 
vop. 2 aa bullet esp. of irregular shape. b a missile 
for an airgun. 3 orig. US a tot of usu. liquor. 
(Middle English] 

slug? esp. .\. Amer. @ vr, (stugged, slugging) strike 
with a hard blow. e n. a hard blow. 0 shag it out 
1 fight it out. 2 endure; stick it out. [1 9th-century 
coinage] O slugger 7. 

sluggard 7. a lazy sluggish person. [Middle 
English, from s/ug ‘to be slothful’] o sluggardly ad). 

sluggish adj. inert; inactive; slow-moving; torpid; 
indolent. 0 sluggishly adv. sluggishness 7. 

sluice /slooss/ @ n. 1 (also sluice-gate, sluice- 
valve) a sliding gate etc. for controlling the volume 
or flow of water. 2 (also sluice-way) an artificial 
water channel esp. for washing ore. 3 a place for 
rinsing. 4 the act or an instance of rinsing. @ v. 1 &- 
provide or wash with a sluice or sluices. 2 ¢ rinse, 
throw water freely upon. 3 ¢ (foll. by out, away) 
wash out or away with a flow of water. 4 @: flood 
with water from a sluice. [based on Latin excludere 
‘to exclude’} 


> 

slum e 7. 1 an overcrowded and squalid backstreet, 
clistrict, etc., usu. in a city. 2 a house or building 
unfit for human habitation. @ wz (slummed, 
slumming) 1 live in slumlike conditions. 2 go 
about the slums through curiosity or for charitable 
purposes. O sham it collog. put up with conditions 
less comfortable than usual. {1 9th-century coinage, 
originally slang] Oo slummy adj. (slummier, 
slummiest). stummiuness 7. 

slumber poet. hicrary @ v.inir. 1 sleep, esp. in a speci- 
fied manner, 2 be idle, drowsy, or inactive. @ 7. a 
sleep, esp. of a specified kind ( fell into a fitful slumber). 

Middle English] 0 shumberer 7. shumberous 

adj. stumbrous ad). 

slump e 7. 1 a sudden severe or prolonged fall in 

wrices or values of commodities or securities, 2 a 

sharp or sudden decline in business. 3 a lessening of 

interest in a subject or undertaking. @ v.zatz. 1 under- 

go a slump; fail; fall in price. 2 sit or fall heavily or 

imply. 3 lean or subside. {1 7th-century coinage, 
originally in sense ‘to sink in a bog’] 

slung past and past part. of suc’. 

slunk past and past part. of stink. 

slur e 7. (slurred, slurring) 1 tr, @ intr. pronounce 
or write indistinctly so that the sounds or letters run 
into one another. 2 ¢ Mus. a perform (notes) legato. 
b mark (notes) with a slur. 3 fr archaw or US put a 
slur on (a person or a person’s character), 4 é (usu. 
foll. by over) pass over (a fact, fault, etc.) lightly. 
@ 7. 1 an imputation of wrongdoing; stigma (a siu 
on my reputation). 2 the act or an instance of slurring. 
3 \fus. a curved line to show that two or more notes 
are to be sung to one syllable or played or sung 
legato. & noranion, [1 7th-century coinage] 

slurp e vir cat or drink noisily. @ x. the sound of 
this; a slurping gulp. [from Duich slurpen, slorpen| 

slurry 1. (p/. -ies) 1 a semi-liquid mixture of fine 
particles and water; thin mud. 2 thin liquid cement. 
3 a fluid form of manure. [Middle English] 


| 
| 


slush 


slush n. 1 watery mud or thawing snow. 2 silly 
sentiment. (1 7th-century coinage] 

slush fund 2. reserve funding esp. as used for polit- 
ical bribery. 

slushy ad). (slushier, slushiest) like slush; watery. 
Oo slushiness 7. 

slut 7. offens. a slovenly or promiscuous woman. 
[Middle English] 5 sluttish adj. sluttishness 7. 

sly adj. (slyer, slyest) 1 cunning; wily. 2 a (of a 
person) practising secrecy or stealth. b (of an action 
etc.) done etc. in secret. 3 hypocritical; ironical. 
4 knowing; arch; insinuating. 5 Austral. & NZ slang 
(esp. of liquor) illicit. o on the sly privately; 
covertly; without publicity. [from Old Norse slegr 
‘cunning’] O slyly adv. (also slily). slyness n. 

slyboots n. collog. a sly person. 

Sm symb. Chem. the element samarium. 

smack'e 7. 1 a sharp slap or blow esp. with the 
palm of the hand or a flat object. 2 a hard hit at 
cricket etc. 3 a loud kiss. 4 a loud sharp sound. 
ev. I & strike with the open hand etc. 2 & part 
(one’s lips) noisily in eager anticipation or enjoy- 
ment of food etc. 3 & crack (a whip). 4 &% & intr 
move, hit, etc., with a smack. @ adv, collog. 1 with a 
smack. 2 suddenly; violently (landed smack on my 
desk). 3 exactly (hit it smack in the centre). 0 have a 
smack at col/og. make an attempt at or attack on. 
asmack in the eye (or face) collog. a rebuff. [from 
Middle Dutch smack(en)] 

smack? (foll. by of) @ v.znir: 1 have a flavour of; taste 
of (smacked of garlic). 2 suggest the effects of (zt smacks 
of nepotism). @ n. 1 a taste that suggests the presence 
of something. 2 (in a person’s character etc.) a 
barely discernible quality {just a smack of disdain). 
[Old English] 

smack? n. a single-masted sailing boat for coasting 
or fishing, [from Dutch smak] 

smack‘ 7. slang a hard drug, esp. heroin. 

smacker 7. collog. 1 a loud kiss. 2 a resounding 
blow. 3 a Brit. slang £1. bN. Amer. $1. 

small e ad. 1 not large or big. 2 slender; thin. 3 not 
great in fmportance, amount, number, strength, or 
power. 4 trifling (a small loken). 5 insignificant; unim- 
portant (a small matter). 6 consisting of small par- 
ticles (small gravel). 7 deumg something on a small 
scale (a small farmer). 8 socially undistinguished. 
9 petty; paltry (a small spiteful nature). 10 young; not 
fully developed (a small child). @ n. 1 the slenderest 
part of something (esp. in phr. small of the 
back). 2 (in pl.) Brit. collog. small items of laundry, 
esp. underwear. @ adv. into small pieces (chop 2! small), 
0 in a small way unambitiously; on a small scale. 
no small considerable (no small achievement). small 
potatoes an insignificant person or thing. [Old 
English] 0 smallish adj. smallness 7. 

small arms 7.f/. portable firearms, esp. rifles, 
pistols, light machine-guns, sub-machine guns, etc. 

small calorie see caiorit: 1. 

small change 7. 1 moncy in the form of coins as 
opposed to notes. 2 trivial remarks. 

small circle n. a circle on the surface of a sphere 
whose plane does not pass through the sphere’s 
centre. 

small craft n. a general term for small boats and 
fishing vessels. 

small fry 7.p/. 1 young children or the young of 
various species. 2 small or insignificant things or 
people. 

smallholder 7. Bn. a person who farms a smail- 
holding. 

smallholding n. Bri. an agricultural holding 
smaller than a farm. 

small hours 7./)/. the early hours of the morning 
after midnight. 

small intestine 7. the duodenum, jejunum, and 
ileum collectively. > pIGESTION, INTESTINI 

small letter 7. (in printed material) a lower-case 
letter. 

small-minded adj. petty; of rigid opinions or 


narrow outlook. o small-mindedly adv. small- 
mindedness 7. 

smallpox n. fist. an acute contagious viral disease, 
with fever and pustules usu. leaving permanent 
scars. 

small print 2. 1 printed matter in small type. 
2 inconspicuous and usu. unfavourable limitations 
etc. im a contract. 

small-scale adj. made or occurring in small 
amounts or to a lesser degree. 

small talk x. light social conversation. 

small-time aitrib.adj. collog. unimportant or petty. 

small-town aitrb.adj. relating to or characteristic of 
a small town; unsophisticated; provincial. 

smarm 217 (often foll. by down) Brit. collog. smooth, 
plaster down (hair etc.) usu. with cream or oil. 
{originally dialect] 

smarmy adj. (smarmier, smarmiest) esp. Bri. 
collog. ingratiating; flattering; obsequious. 0 smarm- 
ily adv. smarminess 7. 

smart @ adj. 1 a clever; ingenious; quick-witted (a 
smart answer). b keen in bargaining. c (of trans- 
actions etc.) unscrupulous to the point of dis- 
honesty. 2 well-groomed; bright and fresh in 
appearance (a smart suit). 3 in good repair; showing 
bright colours etc. (a smart red bicycle). 4 stylish; 
fashionable; promiment im society (the smart set). 
5 brisk (set a@ smart pace). 6 painfully severe; sharp; 
vigorous (a smart blow). @ v.inir. 1 feel or give acute 
pain or distress (my eve smarts). 2 (of a grievance etc.) 
rankle. 3 (foll. by for) suffer the consequences of 
( you wall smart for this). @ n. a bodily or mental sharp 
pain; a stinging sensation. @ adv. smartly; in a smart 
manner. [Old English] 0 smartingly adv. smart- 
ish adj. & adv. Brit. smartly adv. smartness n. 

smart alec 7. (also smart aleck, smart alick) 
collog. a person displaying ostentatious or smug 
cleverness. O smart-alecky adj. 

smart,arse 7. ({/S smart-ass) slang = smart ALEC. 

smart bomb 2. a radio-controlled or laser-guided 
bomb, often with an inbuilt computer. 

smart card 7. a plastic card with a built-in micro- 
processor, esp. as a credit or other bank card for the 
instant transfer of funds ete. 

smarten wi © inix (usu. foll. by up) make or 
become smart or smarter. 

smart money 7. 1 money paid or exacted as a 
penalty or compensation. 2 money invested by 
persons with expert knowledge. 

smarty 1. (pl. -ies) collog. 1 a know-all: a smart alec. 
2 a smartly-dressed person; a member of a smart 
sel. 

smarty-pants 7./)/. (also Bri. smarty-boots) = 
smarcy L. 

smash e ». 1 ¢, G intr. (often foll. by up) a break into 
pieces; shatter. b bring or come to sudden or 
complete destruction, defeat, or disaster. 2 ¢, (foll. 
by ito, through) move with great force and impact. 
3 ir. G intr (foll. by in) break in with a crushing blow 
(smashed in the window. 4 fr. (in tennis, squash, etc.) 
hit (a ball ete.) with great force, esp. downwards. 
5 intr. collog. (of a business etc.) go bankrupt; come 
to grief. 6 fr (as smashed adj.) slang intoxicated. 
e 7. 1 the act or an instance of smashing; a violent 
fall, collision, or disaster. 2 the sound of this. 3 (in 
full smash hit) a very successful play, performer, 
etc. 4 a stroke in tennis etc. in which the ball is hit 
esp. downwards with great force. 5 a violent blow 
with a fist etc. 6 collog. bankruptcy; a series of 
commercial failures. @ adv, with a smash ( fell smash 
on the floor). [1 8th-century coinage] 

smash-and-grab adj. (of a robbery etc.) in which 
the thief smashes a shop window and seizes goods. 

smasher 7. 1 Bri. collog. a very beautiful or pleasing 
person or thing. 2 a person or thing that smashes. 

smashing 2d). esp. Brit. collog. superlative; excellent; 
wonderful; beautiful. o smashingly ad. 

smash-up 7. collog. a violent collision; a complete 
smash. 


smock 


smatter 7. (also smattering) a slight superficial 
knowledge of a language or subject. {Middle 
English in sense ‘to talk ignorantly, prate’| 

smear @ «:/7, 1 daub or mark with a greasy or sticky 
substance or with something that stains. 2 blot; 
smudge (writing, artwork, etc.). 3 defame the char- 
acter of slander publicly. e 7. 1 the act or an instance 
of smearing, 2 Med. a material smeared on a micro- 
scopic slide etc. for examination. b a specimen of 
this. [Old English] 0 smearer 7. smeary ad). 

smear campaign 7. a planned effort to slander 
and so discredit a public figure. 

smear test 71. = CERVICAL SMEAR. 

smell @ 7. 1 the faculty of perceiving odours or scents. 
2 the quality in substances that is perceived by this (the 
smell of thyme). 3 an unpleasant odour. 4 the act of 
inhaling to ascertain smell. @ v. (past and past part. 
smelt or smelled) 1 f perceive the smell of, 
examine by smell. 2 inér. emit odour. 3 intr. seem by 
smell to be (smells sour). 4 intr. (foll. by of) a be redo- 
lent of (smells of fish). b be suggestive of (smells of 
dishonesty). 5 intr. have a strong or unpleasant odour. 
6 i perceive as if by smell; detect, discern (smell a 
bargain; smell blood). 7 intr. have or use a sense of 
smell. 8 intr: (foll. by about) sniff or search about. 
9 intr. (foll. by at) inhale the smell of. c smell out 
detect by smell; find out by investigation. smell a 
rat begin to suspect trickery etc. [Middle English] 
o smellable adj. smeller 7. smell-less adj. 

smelling salts 7.//. ammonium carbonate mixed 
with scent to be sniffed as a restorative in faintness 
ete. 

smelly adj. (smellier, smelliest) having a strong 
or unpleasant smell. 0 smelliness n. 

smelt! v./ 1 extract metal from (ore) by melting. 
2 extract (metal) from ore by melting, {from Middle 
Dutch smelten| 0 smelter 7. smeltery n. ( p/. -ies). 

smelt? fast and past part. of smrin. 

smelt® 7, (pi. same or smelts) any small green and 
silver fish of the genus Osmerus etc. allied to salmon 
and used as food. [Old English] 

smidgen 7. (also smidgeon, smidgin) colloq. a 
small bit or amount. 

smile e «. 1 inf, have or assume a pleased or kind or 
gently sceptical expression, with the corners of the 
mouth turned up. 2 é express by smiling (smiled their 
consent). 3 tr. give (a smile) of a specified kind (smiled 
a sardonic smile). 4 intr. (foll. by on, upon) adopt a 
favourable attitude towards (fortune smiled on me). 
5 intx (foll. by at) a show amused indifference to; 
show indulgent amusement towards (smiled at my 
Jeeble attempls). b favour; smile on. @ n. 1 the act or an 
instance of smiling. 2 a smiling expression or 
aspect. [Middle English] o smiler 7. smiley adj. 
smilingly adv. 

smirch @ vf mark, soil, or smear (a thing, a 
person’s reputation, etc.). @ 7. 1 a spot or stain. 2 a 
blot (on one’s character etc.). [Middle English] 

smirk @ n. an affected, conceited, or silly smile. 
© wnt pul on or wear a smirk, [Old English] 
GO smirker 7. smirkingly ad. smirky ad). 

smite w/z, (fas/ smote; past part. smitten) esp. archaic 
or fierary 1 strike or hit. 2 chastise; defeat. 3 in 
passwe) a have a sudden strong effect on (smitten by 
has conscience).  infatuate, fascinate (smitten by her 
beauty). [Old English smitan ‘to smear’] 0 smiter n. 

smith e 7. (esp. in comb.) 1 a worker in metal (gold- 
smuh). 2 a person who forges iron; a blacksmith. 3a 
craftsman (wordsmith). @ utr, make or treat by forg- 
ing. [Old English] 

smithereens 7.//. (also smithers) small frag- 
ments. 

smithy /smith-i/ n. (p/. -ies) a blacksmith’s work- 
shop; a forge. [from Old Norse smithja| 

smitten fast! part. of siti. 

smock e 7. 1 a loose shirthke garment with the 
upper part closely gathered in smocking. 2 (also 
smock-frock) a loose overall, esp. Avs! a field- 
labourer’s outer linen garment. @ 7/2 adorn with 
smocking. [Old English] 


smocking 


smocking 7. » an ornamental effect 
on cloth made by gathering the mater- 
ial tightly into pleats, often with stitches 
in a honeycomb pattern. 

smog 7. fog intensified by atmospheric 
pollutants esp. smoke. [blend of smoke. 
and toc] 0 smoggy adj. (smoggier, 
smoggiest). 

smoke e 7. 1 a visible suspension of 
carbon ete. m air, emitted from a burn- 
ing substance, 2 an act or period of 
smoking tobacco. 3 collog. a cigarette or 
cigar (gol a smoke’). 4 (the Smoke: Brit. 
& Austral. collog. a big city, esp. London. 
e@ © Ll mr a emit smoke or visible 
vapour, b (of a lamp etc.) burn badly 
with the emission of smoke. ¢ (of a 
chimney or fire) discharge smoke into 
the room. 2 a ifr inhale and exhale 
the smoke of a cigarette etc. b int: do 
this habitually. ¢ ér use (a cigarette etc.) 
in this way. 3 f cure or darken by the 
action of smoke (smoked salmon). go up in smoke 
collog. 1 be destroyed by fire. 2 .of a plan ete.) come 
to nothing, smoke out 1 drive out by means of 
smoke. 2 drive out of hicling or secrecy ete. [Old 
English] 0 smokable ad). .also smokeable.. 

smoke bomb 2. a bom that emits dense smoke on 
exploding. 

smoked glass 1. glass darkened by exposure to 
smoke. 


smoke-free ad). 1 free from smoke. 2 where smok- 
ing Is not permitted, 

smokeless adj). having o1 producing little or no 
smoke. 

smokeless zone »). By. a clistrict in which it is illegal 
to create smoke and where only smokeless fuel may 
be used. 

smoker 7. 1 a person or thing that smokes, esp. 
a person who habitually smokes tobacco, 2 a 
compartment on a tram, im which smoking is 
allowec.. 3 esp. CS an formal social gathering ol 
men. 

smoke ring 7. smoke from a cigarette etc. exhaled 
in the shape of a ring. 

smokescreen 7. 1 a cloud of smoke dillused to 
conceal (esp. military; operations. 2 a device or ruse 
for clisguising one’s activities. 

smokestack 7. 1 a chimney or fimnel for discharg- 
ing the smoke of a locomotive or steamer. & sina 
uot, 2 a tall chimney, 

smoking gun 7). also smoking pistol) a piece of 
incontrovertible incriminating evidence. 

smoking room #). 2 room ina hotel or house, kept 
for smoking in. 

smoky ad. smokier. smokiest); 1 emitting. 
velled or filed with. or obscured by. smoke (mahi 
fins smoky room. 2 stamecd with or coloured like 


smoke vnok) glass. 3 having the taste or flavour of 


smoked food smoky bacon . smokily ad:. smoki- 
ness 7/ 

smolder (Svar. of swot tpi. 

smooch 1 1f/i7.@ 1. 1 Bri. a period of slow dancing 
close together. 2 a spell of kissmg and caressing: a 
kiss. @ cunt, in a smooch. [from dialect 
vou | O smoocher 7. smoochy a) 

smooth e 1 having a relatively even and regu- 
ar surlace: tree from) percepuble projections. 
lumps, indentations, and roughness. 2 not 
wrinkled, pitted, scored. or hain. 3 that can be 
traversed without check. 4 of liquids of even 
consistency: without lumps. 3. of the sea eu 
out waves or undulations. 6 of a journey. progress. 
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(often foll. by out, down) make or 
become smooth. 2 (often foll. by 
oul, down, over, away) a tr. reduce 
# or gct rid of (differences, diffi- 
culties, etc.) in fact or appear- 
ance. b intr, (of difficulties etc.) 
diminish. 3 ¢: modify (a graph, 
curve, etc.) so as to lessen wregu- 
larities. 4 ix free from impedi- 
ments or discomfort (smooth the 
way). @7. 1 asmoothing touch or 
stroke. 2 the easy part of life (take 
the rough with the smooth). @ adv. 
smoothly (tue lave never did run 
smooth). [Old English] a smooth- 
able ad. smoother 7. 
smoothish ad. smoothly ad. 
smoothness 7. 
smoothie 7. collog. a person 
who is smooth (see 
adj. 9). 
smooth talk collog. @ n. bland specious language. 
@ «/7, \smooth-talk) address or persuade with this, 
smooth-tongued ad}. insincerely flattering. 
smorgasbord rn. 1 open sandwiches served with 
delicacies as hors @ocuvres or a buffet. 2 = series! 
2.3. a medley; a miscellany. [Swedish, from smargas 
‘(slice of ) bread and butter’ + bord ‘table’| 
smote /as/ of sirr. 
smother e:. I / suffocate: sufle. 2 @ (foll. by wth) 
overwhelm with (kisses. 2ilts. kindness. ete... 3 0. 
(foll. by in, zevth) cover entirely in or with (smothered in 
mayonnaise). 4 t extinguish or deaden (a fire or 
Name}; by covermg it. 5 wir a dic of suffocation. 
b have cilficulty breathing. 6 & (often foll. by up; 
keep from notice or publicity. 7 &@ US defeat rapidly 
or utterly. @ 7. La cloud of dust or smoke. 2 obscur- 
ity caused by this. [Middle English] 
smoulder ‘( S smolder) e@ (ir 1 burn slowly with 
smoke but without a flame. 2 of emotions ete.: 
¢Xist in a suppressed or concealed state. 3 (of a 
person) show silent anger, hatred. etc. @ nr. a 
smouldering or slow-burning fire. [Middle English] 


SMOOTH 


smudge e 7. 1 a blurred or smeared line or mark; a 
blot: a smear of dirt. 2 a stain or blot on a person's 
character ctc. @ 7 1 t make a smudge on, 2 wt, 
become smeared or blurred (smudges easily). 3. ty 
smear or blur the lines of {writing etc.) {smudge the 
outlines. 4 tr. defile. sully, stain, or disgrace (a person's 
name ete.). [Middle English] 

smudgy ad). (smudgier, smudgiest) 1 smudecd. 
2 likely to produce smudges. 0 smudgily adv 
smudginess 7. 

smug ad). smugger. smuggest) self-satisfied: 
complacent. [originally in sense “neat: from Low 
German suk ‘pretty’ | G smugly ad. smugness 1. 

smuggle :./7. 1 also absol. import or export (goods 
legally. esp. without payment of customs duties. 
2 foll. ly m, oul) convey secretly. 3 foll. by away, put 
into concealment. [from Low German smukkeln, 
vnugeelen| O smuggler n. smuggling n. 

smut e 7. 1 a small flake of soot ete. 2 a spot or 
smudge made by this, 3 obscene or lascivious talk. 
pictures, or stories. 4 a fungal disease of cereals. 
@* smutted. smutting I fr, mark with smuts. 
2 #. infect fa plant with smut. 3 intr (of a plant 
contract smut, [related to Low German smutt| 
Osmutty ad). .smuttier. smuttiest csp, in sensc 
Sol n.,. smuttily ed. smuttiness 1. 

Sn vymb. Chem. the element tin. [Late Latin stannun| 

snack ev. 1 a light. casual. or hurried meal, 2 a 
small amount of food eaten between meals. 
@ vintr ‘often foll. by ov eat a snack. [from Midelle 
Dutch wacik; *a bite | 

snack bar 7. a place where snacks are sold. 

snaffle @ 7. in full snaffle-bit on a bridle a 
sample hit without a curb and usu. with a single 
rein, @ 7.f2 1 put a snaffle on. 2 collog. steal; seize: 
ApPpPropr 1 


snappish 


snafu slang e adj. in utter confusion or chaos. @ 7. this 
state. [acronym from situation zormal; all fouled (or 
Sucked) up} 

snag e 7. 1 an unexpected or hidden obstacle or 
drawback. 2 a jagged or projeating point or broken 
stump. 3 a tear in material ‘etc. @ ud. (snagged, 
snagging) I catch or tear on a snag. 2 clear (land, 
a waterway, a tree trunk, etc.) of snags. O snagged 
adj. snaggy ad). 

snaggle-tooth ». (//. snaggle-teeth) an irregular 
or projecting tooth. O snaggle-toothed ad. 

snail 7. any slow-moving gastropod mollusc with a 
spiral shell. & Gast roron, Motusc. [Old English] 

snail mail 7. collog. the ordinary post as opposed to 
email. 

snake e 7. 1 am any long limbless reptile of the 
suborder Ophidia, including boas, pythons, cobras, 
and vipers. b a limbless lizard or amphibian. 2 (also 
snake in the grass) a treachcrous person or secret 
enemy. @ viniz move or twist like a snake. [Old 
English] 0 snakelike adj. 

snakebite rn. Bri/. a drink consisuing of draught 
cider and lager in equal proportions. 

snakeboard e 7. a flexible type of skateboard. 
@ vinty, ride on a snakeboard. 0 snakeboarder n. 
snakeboarding 1. 

snake charmer 7. a person appearing to make 
snakes move by music etc. 

snakeroot n. any of various N. American plants 
with roots reputed to contain an antidote to snake's 
poison, e.g, Aristolochia serpentana. 

snakes and ladders 1.//. a game with counters 
moved along a board with advances up ‘ladders’ or 
returns down ‘snakes’ depicted on the board. 

snakeskin e 7. the skin of a snake. @ adj. made of 
or resembling snakeskin. 

snaky adj. 1 of or like a snake. 2 winding; sinuous. 
3 showing coldness, ingrautude, venom, or guile. 
4 Austral. slang angry, irritable. o snakily ade. 

snap @¢. (snapped, snapping) 1 ir. © ty, break 
suddenly or with a Snap. 2 int. G fr emit or cause 
to emit a sudden sharp sound or crack. 3 intr @ tr 
open or close with a snapping sound (snapped shut). 
4 a intr, \otten foll. bxa@t; speak irritably or spitefully 
(snapped al the child). b tr say irritably or spitefully. 
5 intr, (atten foll, by, at) (esp. of a dog etc.) make a 
sudden audible bite. 6 & G in, move quickly (snap 
ito action. 7 tr, take a snapshot of. @ 2. 1 an act or 
sound of snapping. 2 a crisp biscuit or cake (brandy 
snap), 3 a snapshot, 4 (in full cold smap) a sudden 
brief spell of cold weather. 5 Brit. aa card game in 
which players call ‘snap’ when two similar cards are 
exposed. b (as mj.) on noticing the (often unex- 
pected) similarity of two things. 6 crispness of style; 
zest; dash: spring, 7 .\. Amer. slang an easy task (7 was 
a snap). @ adv. with the sound of a snap (went snap). 
@ ad. done or taken on the spur of the moment 
snap decision. Osnap off break off or bite off. snap 
one’s fingers 1 make an audible fillip, esp. in 
rhythm to music ete, 2 (often foll, by at) defy; show 
contempt for, snap out say irritably. snap out of 
collog. eet rid of fa mood ete.; by a sudden effort. 
snap up fF acecpt ‘an offer, quickly or cagerly. 
2 pick up or catch hastily or smartly. 

snap bean ». (/S.4 bean grown for its pods which 
are broken into picces and eaten. 


snap-brim ad. (of a hat) with a brim that can be 
turned up and down at opposite sides. 

snapdragon n. a plant, Anirrhinum majus, with an 
irregular flower which gapes like a mouth when a 
bee lands on the lower part. 

snap-fastener 2. = Piss sivD. 

snap-hook », (also snap-link) a hook or link with 
a spring allowing the entrance but barring the 
escape of a cord. link. et 

snapper #7, 1 a person or thing that snaps. 2 any of 
several edible marine fish of the family Lutjanidae. 

snappish adj. 1 (of a person’s manner or a remark) 
curt: ill-tempered; sharp. 2 (of a dog etc.) inclined 
to snap. O snappishly ad:. snappishness 1. 


SNAKE . ? | 


SNAKE SKELETON 


There are around 2,700 snake species, most of which belong to the trunk vertebrae | 


four main families set out below. All snakes are carnivorous verte- 
brates, with jaws that can dislocate to swallow relatively large animals 
whole. Constrictor snakes such as pythons and boas kill their prey 
by squeezing; venomous snakes such as the coral snake inject their 
victims with poison from their fangs. Other snakes simply crush 
prey in their jaws. Although snakes have no ears, they can detect 
vibrations, and their tongues are sensitive to smell, taste, and touch. 
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EXAMPLES OF SNAKES — ae 


FAMILY BOIDAE 


INDIAN PYTHON 


ANACONDA 
(Python molurus) (Eunectes murinus) 


BOA CONSTRICTOR 
(Boa constrictor) 


FAMILY COLUBRIDAE 


FLYING TREE SNAKE CORN SNAKE CALIFORNIAN KING SNAKE 3 VINE SNAK} 
(Chrysopelea pelia (Elaphe guttata Lampropeltis getulu (Oxybelis fulgidus 
FAMILY VIPERIDAE 
} WESTERN DIAMONDBACK 
RAPTLESNAKE 
(Crotalus atrox) 


| FAMILY ELAPIDAE 


BLACK-NECKED 
COBRA 
a we oaiiin I} 


PUFF-ADDER 
Bitis arietans) 


e 
% 
CORAL SNAKE Vs 
(Mftcrurus niga | 


S 


snappy 


snappy adj. (snappier, snappiest) collog. 1 brisk; 
full of zest. 2 neat and elegant (a snappy dresser). 
3 snappish. 0 make it snappy be quick about it. 
oO snappily adv. snappiness 7. 

snapshot 7. a casual photograph taken quickly 
with a small hand camera. 

snare e 7. 1 a trap for catching birds or animals, 
esp. with a noose. 2 a thing that acts as a tempta- 
tion. 3 a device for tempting an enemy etc. into 
danger, capture, defeat, etc. 4 (in sing. or pl.) Mus. 
twisted strings of gut, hide, or wire stretched across 
the lower head of a side drum to produce a rattling 
sound. 5 (in full snare drum) ¥ a drum fitted with 
snares. & DRUM KIT, ORCHESTRA, 6 Surgery a wire loop 
for extracting polyps etc. @ w/z catch in a snare; 
trap. [from Old Norse snava| G snarer n. (also in 
comb.) 


ynare 
mounting 


_— SHAE 
— 


dampei 


snare 
release lever _ 


\. drumhead 


SNARE DRUM 
(VIEWED PROM BLLOW) 


Hehe 


snarl’ e@ 1 int (of a dog) make an angry growl 
with bared teeth. 2 min (of a person) speak cyn- 
ically; make bad-tempered complaints. 3 /% (often 
foll. by oul) a utter in a snarling tone. b express 
(discontent etc.) by snarling, @ 7. the act or sound of 
snarling. [earlier sar, from Middle High German 
snarren| D snarler n. snarlingly adi. snarly «d). 
snarlier. snarliest). 
snarl? ez. 1 #: (often foll. by up) twist; entanele; 
confuse and hatnper the movement of (traffic ete.), 
2 int \often foll. by up) become entangled, 


congested, or confused. 3 é adorn the exterior of 


(a narrow metal vessel) with raised work, @ 2, a knot 
or tangle. [Micdle English] 

snarling iron 7. an implement used for snarling 
metal. 

snarl-up ». collog. a traffic jam; a muddle; a mistake. 

snatch e v./, 1 scize quickly. eagerly, or unexpect- 
edly, 2 steal (a wallet etc.). 3 secure with difficulty 
vnatihid an hour’ rest 4 (foll. by away, from) take 
away or from, esp. suddenly (snatched away my hand). 
5 fol. by from) rescue narrowly. 6 (fol. by af) a try 
to seize by stretching or grasping suddenly. b take 
an offer eu eagerly. @ 7. 1 an act of snatching 
made a snatch at it), 2 a fragment of a song or talk 
etc. 3 orig. US collog. a kidnapping. 0 in tor by 
snatches in fits and starts, [Middle English] 
O snatcher ». (csp. in sense 3 of n.). snatchy ad). 

snazzy “dj. Snazzier, snazziest, co/log. smart o1 
attractive esp. in an ostentatious way. [20th-century 
coinage | 0 snazzily adv. snazziness 1. 

sneak e i. (fas! and pas parl. sneaked or colloy. 
snuck) Ll lr, GS tv. (fol. by i, ont, past, away, ete.) go 
or convey furtively; slink. 2 ix collog. steal un- 
observed. 3. mir Bri. school slang tell tales. 4 inn (as 
sneaking adj.) a furtive: undisclosed (a seaking 
affection for him, b persistent in one’s mind (4 sneaA 
ing feling. @ n. 1a mean-spirited cowardly under- 
hand person, 2 Bri, school slang a tell-tale, @ adj, acung 
or done without warning: secret. [16th-century 
coinage| O sneakingly ade. 


a Usage [he form syuck for the past or past part- 
iciple should not be used in formal contexts. It 
arose in. American English in the 19th century and 


SNOOKER 


The object of snooker is to score more points 
than your opponent, using a cue to ‘pot’ balls 
into pockets on a baize-covered table. Each red 


ball potted is worth one point and the colours 
are worth between two and seven points. 
A player’s turn 1s over when either no 
bail is potted, or a foul (such as 
potting the cue ball) occurs. 
Rests are sometimes used to 
support the cue when the 
cue ball is in a difficult 
position to strike. 


STANDARD RES I 


snob 


black (seven points) 


\ 


x red (one 
| ye “a point) 
AE. string / 
@ )) pocket : ; 
» pink (sx 
No baize green brown white ues 
LS | covering (three (four (cue " bl 
vo ‘ ¢ ‘ 
‘oo Gi cushion | points) points) ball) | yelloze: (fix 
d " (evo points) 
SNOOKER TABLE AND BALLS points) 


| 


PWO-PILCE CUE 


remains non-standard in both American and 


British English. 


sneaker 7. esp. .\. Amer each of a pair of soft-soled 
canvas etc. shoes. 

sneak thief 7. a thicf who steals without breaking 
in. 

sneaky adj. (sneakier, sneakiest) given to or 
characterized by sneaking; furtive, mean. O sneak- 
ily adv. sneakiness i. 

sneer e 7. a derisive smile or remark. @ 7 1 mir 
(often foll. by at) smile derisively. 2 i say sneeringly. 
3 intr. (often foll. by at) speak clerisively. {Middle 
English] 0 sneerer n. sneering adj. sneeringly 
ade, 

sneeze e@ 7. 1 a sudden involuntary expulsion of air 
from the nose and mouth caused by irritation of the 
nostrils. 2 the sound of this. @ wit make a sneeze. 
O not to be sneezed at collog. not to be underrated; 
considerable. [Middle English] o sneezer n, sneezy 
ad}. 

snick e@ 2/; 1 make a small notch or incision in. 
2 Cricket deflect (the ball; shightly with the bat. e 7. 1a 
small notch or cut. 2 Grcket a shght deflection of 
the ball by the bat. [1 7th-century coinage] 

snicker e tii. 1 = snicorr v. 2 whinny, neigh. @ 7, 1= 
SMGGLR 7. 2 a whinny; a neigh. 

snide e ad). 1 sneering; slyly derogatory; msinuating, 
2 counterfeit; bogus. 3° OS mean; underhand. 
@ 7. a smde person or remark, [1 9th-century coinage. 
origmally cant] 0 snidely ad:. snideness 7. 

sniff e 7 1 imi draw up air audibly through the 
nose. 2 fr (often foll. by up) draw in through the 
nose, 3 i. draw in the scent of (food. (lowers, etc.) 
through the nose. @ 7”. 1 an act or sound of sniffing. 
2 the amount of air etc. sniffed up. o sniff at 1 try 
the smell of. 2 show contempt for. sniff out detect; 
discover by investigation. [Middle English] o sniff- 
ingly adi. 

sniffer 7. 1 a person who sniffs, esp. one who sniffs 
a drug or toxic substances joften im comb: glue 
sniffer). 2 slang the nose. 3 cullog. any device for 
detecting gas, radiation, etc. 


— 2 


sniffer dog n. collog. a dog trained to sniff out drugs 
or explosives. oe 

sniffle e v.int7. sniff slightly or repeatedly. @ n. 1 the act 
of suuffling, 2 (in sing or pl.) a cold in the head causing 
a running nose and sniffling. o sniffler 7. sniffly ad). 

sniffy adj. (sniffier, sniffiest) collog. 1 inclined to 
sniff. 2 disdainful. o Sniffily adv. sniffiness n. 

snifter n. 1 collog. a small drink of alcohol. 2 esp. 
N. Amer. a balloon lass for brandy. [from dialect 
snifl “snifk’| 

snigger @ 7. a half-suppressed secretive laugh. 
@ vinir. utter such a laugh. [variant of snicker] 

snip ® v./: (snipped, snipping) (also abso/.) cut with 
scissors or shears, esp. in small quick strokes. 
en. 1 an act of snipping. 2 a piece of material etc. 
snipped off. 3 collog. a something easily achieved. 
b Brit. a bargain. [from Dutch snippen| 0 snipping n. 

snipe @ 7. (p/. same or snipes) any of various 
wading birds, with a long straight bill and frequent- 
ing marshes. @ z:t7. 1 fire shots from hiding, usu. at 
long range. 2 (foll. by at) make a sly critical attack. 
[Middle English] 0 sniper n. 

snippet 7. 1 a small piece cut off. 2 (usu. in p/.; often 
foll. by of) a a fragment of information etc. b a 
short extract from a book etc. 0 snippety ad). 

snit 7. .\. Amer. collog. a fit of irritation or pique. [of 
unknown origin | 

snitch s/ang ev. 1 tr. steal. 2 inf (often foll. by on) 
inform on a person. @ 7. an informer, [1 7th-century 
coinage | 

snivel e ini. (snivelled, snivelling, US snivel- 
ed, sniveling) 1 weep with sniffling. 2 run at 
the nose; sniffle. 3 show tearful sentiment. 
@ 7. 1 running mucus. 2 hypocritical talk. [Middle 
English] o sniveller n. snivelling adj. 

snob ». | aa person with an exaggerated respect for 
social position or wealth and who despises people 
considered socially inferior. b a person who seeks to 
cultivate people considered socially superior. 2 a 
person who despises others whose (usu. specified) 
tastes or attainments are considered inferior (an 
intellectual snob). [1 8th-century coinage, originally in 


snog 


so 


sense ‘cobbler’] 5 snobbery 72. (fi. -ies). snob- 
bish ad. snobbishly adv. snobbishness 2. 
snobby adj. (snobbier, snobbiest). 
snog Sn. slange v.inir. GS tr. (snogged, snogging) kiss 
and caress. @ n. a spell of snogging. [20th-century 
coinage] 0 snogger n. 
snood 7. 1 an ornamental hairnet usu. worn at the 
back of the head. 2 a ring of woollen etc. material 
worn as a hood, [Old English] 
snook 7. esp. Bri. slanga contemptuous gesture with 
the thumb to the nose and the fingers spread out. 
a cock a snook (often foll. by at) 1 make this 
gesture. 2 register one’s contempt. [18th-century 
coinage| 
snooker e 7, 1 <a game played with cues on a 
rectangular baize-covered table using a cue ball 
(white) to pocket the other balls (15 red and 
6 coloured). 2 a position in this game in which 
a direct shot at a permitted ball is impossible. e v.t7 
1 (also vefl.) subject to a snooker. 2 (esp. as snook- 
ered adj.) collog. thwart. [19th-century coinage] 
snoop collog. @ v.inlr. 1 pry into matters one need not 
be concerned with. 2 (often foll. by about, around) 
investigate transgressions of the law etc. @ 7. 1 an 
act of snooping. 2 a person who snoops; a de- 
tective. [from Dutch sn@pen ‘to eat on the sly’] 
O snooper 7. snoopy ad). 
snooty adj. (snootier, snootiest) collog. super- 
cilious; conceited. 0 snootily adv, snootiness 7. 
snooze collog. @ n. a short sleep, esp. in the daytime. 
@ v.intr, take a snooze. [18th-century slang] oO snoozer 
n. Snoozy adj. (snoozier, snooziest). 
snore @ 7. a snorting or grunting sound in breathing 
during sleep. @ v.intr, make this sound. [Middle 
English] 0 snorer 2. 
snorkel (also schnorkel) e 7. 1 <a breathing tube 
for an underwater swim- 
mer. 2 a device for 
supplying air to a 
submerged sub- 
marine. @ wznlr 
(snorkelled, snor- 
kelling: US snor- 
keling) use a snorkel. 
[from German Schnorchel] 
0 snorkeller 7. 
snort @ 7. 1 an 
explosive sound 
made by _ the 
sudden forcing of 
breath through 
the nose, express- 
ing indignation, 
incredulity, etc. 2 a similar sound made by an 
engine etc. 3 collog. a small drink of liquor. 4 s/ang 
an inhaled dose of a (usu. illegal) powdered drug. @ 
2, 1 inf. make a snort. 2 & (also absol.) slang mhale 
(esp. cocaine or heroin). [Middle English] 


snorkel 


mask 


mouth- 
piece 


SNORKEL 


snorter 7. Bri. collog. 1 something very impressive 
or difficult. 2 something vigorous or violent. 

snot 7. slang 1 nasal mucus. 2 a term of contempt 
for a person. [related to snout] 

snot-rag 7. slang a handkerchict. 

snotty adj. (snottier, snottiest) s/ang 1 running or 
foul with nasal mucus. 2 contempuble. 3 super- 
cilious. O snottily adv. snottiness 7. 

snout n. 1 the projecting nose and mouth of an 
animal. 2 derog. a person’s nose. 3 the pointed front 
of a thing; a nozzle. 4 Brit. slang tobacco or a cigar- 
ette. [from Middle Dutch snd] 0 snouted ad). (also 
in comb). snouty ad). 

snow e 7. 1 atmospheric water vapour frozen 
into ice crystals and falling to earth in light white 
flakes. 2 a fall of this, or a layer of it. 3 a thing 
resembling snow in whiteness or texture etc. 4 a 
mass of flickering white spots on a television or 
radar screen. 5 slang cocaine. @ v. 1 intr (prec. by 7 
as subject) snow falls (2f zt snows). 2 tr (foll. by i, over, 
up, etc.) block with large quantities of snow. 3 i. & 
inir. sprinkle, scatter, or fall as or lke snow. 4 intr. 


come in large numbers or quantities. 5 t US slang 
deceive or charm with plausible words. a be | 
snowed under be overwhelmed, esp. with work. — 
{Old English] 0 snowless adj. snowlike adj. | 

snowball e 7. snow pressed together into a ball, 
esp. for throwing in play. @ z. 1 intr, & tr. throw or 
pelt with snowballs. 2 wir. increase rapidly. | 

snow-blind adj. temporarily blinded by the glare of | 
light reflected by large expanses of snow. 

snowboard n. » a wide ski used for shding 
downhill on snow. 0 snowboarder n. snow- 
boarding 7. 

snowbound adj. prevented by snow from 
going out or travelling, 

snowdrift 7. a bank of snow heaped up by 
the action of the wind. 

snowdrop 2. a bulbous plant, Galanthus 
nivals, with white drooping flowers in the 
early spring. 

snowfall 7. 1 a fall of snow. 2 Meteorol. the 
amount of snow that falls 
within a given area or time. 

snowfield x. a perman- 
ent wide expanse of 
snow in mountainous or 
polar regions. 

snowflake x. a flake 
of snow, esp. a feathery 
ice crystal, often dis- 
playing delicate sixfold 


boot , 
\ 


binding , 


tail | i. 
= 


DAUD E SNOWBOARD AND 
snowline 7. the level above SNOWBOARDLR 

which snow never melts 

entirely. 


snowmaking 7. the production of artificial snow 
(often attrib: snowmaking machine). 

snowman 7. (//. -men) a figure resembling a man, 
made of compressed snow. 

snowmobile 7. ® a motor vehicle, esp. 
with runners or caterpillar tracks, for 
travelling over snow. 

snow pea 7. esp. NV. Amer. 
= MANGE POUT. 


seal 


snowplough 7. (US 
snowplow) 1 a device. 

or a vehicle equipped 

with one, for clearing 

roads of thick snow. 

2 Skiing an act of turning 
the points of the skis inwards 
to slow down. 


caterpillar track 


snowscape 7. 1 a snowy landscape. 2 a picture olf 
this. 

snowshoe 7. a flat device like a racket attached to a 
boot for walking on snow without sinking in. 

snowshoe hare 7. (also snowshoe rabbit) a 
N. American hare, Lepus amerwanus, with large hind 
feet and a white coat in winter. 

snow slip x. Brit. an avalanche. 

snowstorm 7. a heavy fall of snow, esp. with a high 
wind. 

snow white e 7. a pure white colour e@ ad. 
(hyphenated when attrib.) of this colour. 

snowy adj. (snowier, snowiest) I a of or like 
snow. b pure white. 2 (of the weather etc.) with 
much snow. D snowily adv. 

SNP abbr. Scottish National Party. 

Snr. abbr. Senior. 

snub e »./, (snubbed, snubbing) 1 rebut! or 
humiliate with sharp words or coldness. 2 check 
the movement of (a boat, horse, etc.), esp. by a rope 
wound round a post etc. @ 7. an act of snubbing; a 
rebuff. @ adj. short and blunt in shape. [from Old 
Norse snubba ‘to chide, check the growth of’| 

snub nose 7. a short turned-up nose. 0 snub- 
nosed adj. 

snuck collog. past and past part. of snuvk. 

snuff! e 7. the charred part of a candle-wick. 
@ v./r, trim the snuff from (a candle). Oo snuff it Bri 


a 


handleba 


SNOW MOBILE 


slang die. snuff out 1 extinguish, (a candle etc.). 
2 slang kill; put an end to. [Middle English] 
snuff? e x. powdered tobacco or medicine taken by 
sniffing, @ winé take snuff. dup to snuff collog. 1 Brit. 
knowing; not easily deceived. 2 up to standard. 
[from Middle Dutch snuffen ‘to snuffle’| 
snuffbox 7. a small box for holding snuff. 
snuffer 7. 1 > a small hollow cone with a 
handle used to extinguish a candle. 2 (in 
pl.) an implement like scissors used to ex- 
tinguish a candle or trum its wick. 
snuffle ev. 1 iniz, make sniffing sounds. 
2 a intr, speak nasally, whiningly, or like 
one with a cold. b #7. say in this way. 3 inér. 
breathe noisily as through a_ parually 
blocked nose. 4 ir sniff. @ n. 1 a snul- 
fling sound or tone. 2 (in p/.) a partial 
blockage of the nose causing snuf- 
fling. 3 a sniff. o snufflly adj. 
snuff movie 7. (also snuff video etc.) 
slang a pornographic film depicting an 
actual murder. 
snug @ adj. (snugger, snuggest) 
1 a cosy, comfortable, sheltered; well 
enclosed or placed or arranged. 
b cosily protected from the 
weather or cold. 2 (of an 
income etc.) allowing comfort 
and comparative ease. @ n. Bri. 
a small room m a pub. [1 6th-century naut- 
ical coinage] O snugly adv. snugness n. 
snuggery 7. (ji. -ies) Bri. 1 a snug place, 
esp. a person’s private room or den. 
2=SNUG 2. 


SNUFFER 


snuggle winiz & tr settle or draw into a warm 
comfortable position. [based on snuc| 
so!e adv. 1 to such an extent, or to the extent implied 
(why are you so angry? do stop complaining so; they were so 
pleased thal they gave us a bonus). 2 (with neg) to the 
extent to which ... is or does etc., or to the 
extent implied (was nol so late as I expected; 
am not so eager as you). 3 (foll. by that 
or as + clause) to the degree or 
im the manner implied (so 
expensive thal few can 
afford it; so small as to 
be invisible, am nol 
so foolish as to agre 
to that). 4 (adding 
emphasis) to that 
extent; in that or a 
similar manner {/ want to 
leave and so does she; you said it was good, and so it is). 
5 to a great or notable degree (/ am so glad). 6 (with 
verbs of state) in the way described (am not very fond 
of it but may become so). 7 (with verb of saying or 
thinking etc.) as previously mentioned or described 
(J think so; so he said; so I should hope). @ conj. 1 with the 
result that (there was none left, so we had to go without). 
2 in order that (came home early so that I could see you). 
3 and then; as the next step (so then the car broke down; 
and so to bed). 4 a (introducing a question) then; after 
that (so what did you tell them?). b (absol.) = so what? 
co and so on (or forth) 1 and others of the same 
kind. 2 and in other similar ways. so as (foll. by fo 
+ infin.) in order to (did 21 so as to get ut finished). so be 
it an expression of acceptance or resignation. so 
far see x, So far as see Fr. so far so good see 
rar. SO long! collog. goodbye ull we meet again, 
so long as see tonc'. so much 1 a certain amount 
(of). 2 a great deal of (ty so much nonsense). 3 (with 
neg.) a less than; to a lesser extent (not so much forgotten 
as ignored). b not even (didn't give me so much as a 
penny). so much for that 1s all that need be done oi 
said about. so so adj. (usu. predic.) indifferent; not 
very good. @ adv. indiffcrently; only moderately 
well. so to say (or speak) an expression of reserve 
or apology for an exaggeration or neologism etc 
so what? collog. why should that be considered 
significant? [Old English] 


steering skid 


so* var. ol sor 


soak 


soak e«. 1 tr. & int. make or become thoroughly wet 
through saturation, 2 % (of ram ete.) drench. 
3 t (foll. by m, up) a absorb (liquid). b acquire 
(knowledge etc.) copiously. 4 reff. steep (oneself) in a 
subject of study etc. 5 wx (foll. by am, into, through) (of 
liquid) make its way or penetrate by saturation. 6 @ 
collog. extract money from by an extortionate charge, 
taxation, etc. (soak the rich). 7 intr: collog. drink per- 
sistently. 8 (7: (as soaked adj.) very drunk. @ 7. 1 the 
act of soaking or the state of being soaked. 2 a 
drinking bout. 3 collog. a hard drinker. [Old English, 
related to suck] O soakage n. 

soakaway ni. Bril. an arrangement for disposing of 
waste water by letting it percolate through the soil. 
soaking e aj. (in full soaking wet) very wet; wet 
through. e@ 7. the act of soaking; an instance of 
being soaked. 

so-and-so 7. (//. so-and-sos) 1 a_ particular 
person or thing not needing to be specified (/old 
me to do so-and-so). 2 collog. a person disliked or 
regarded wath disfavour (the so-and so lefl me behind). 

soap e 7. 1 a cleansing agent which when rubbed in 
water yields a lather used in washing, 2 collog. = soar 
oOPLK\, @ v.f, 1 apply soap to. 2 scrub or rub with 
soap. [Old English] 

soapbox 17. 1 a box for holding soap. 2 a makeshift 
stand for a public speaker. 

soap opera 7. a broadcast drama, usu. serialized in 
many episodes, dealing with esp. domestic themes. 
[so called because originally sponsored in the US 
by soap manufacturers] 

soap powder 1. powdered soap esp. with additives. 

soapstone n. 1 Wa soft easily worked rock consist- 
ing largely of talc. 2 the mineral tale occurrmeg in 
massive deposition. 


SOAPSTONE: VIKING FORGE STONE 
MIADTL OF SOAPSLONE 


soapsuds 77./,=s¢ ps |. 

soapy adj. (soapier. soapiest) 1 of or like soap. 
2 containing or smeared with soap. 3 unctuous o1 
Matterme, 

soar ¢.inir, 1 fly or rise high. 2 reach a high level or 
standard. 3 mamitain height in the air without flap- 
ping the wings or using power. [from Old French 
eorer| OQ soaringly ad. 

sob e 7: (sobbed, sobbing} I i7/. a draw breath in 
convulsive gasps when weeping or from distress. 
physical exhaustion, ete. b weep im this way. 2 fr 
(usu. foll. by out) utter with sobs. @ 7. a convulsive 
drawing of breath, esp. in weeping. [Middle 
English] Go sobbingly adi. 

sober e adj. (soberer, soberest) 1 not under the 
influence of alcohol. 2 not given to excessive drink- 
ing of alcohol. 3 moderate, tranquil, sedate. 4 not 
fanciful or exaggerated (he sober lruth). 5 (of a colow 

& intr, make or 

[from Latin sebrins| 


etc.) quiet and inconspicuous, @ @./7 
become sober \a sobenng thought } 
D soberly ad 

sobriety 7. the state ol 
obrietas| 

sobriquet /soh-bri-kay/ 7. (also soubriquet 
/soo-bri-kay/) La nickname. 2 an assumed name. 
[French, originally in sense ‘a tap under the chin’| 


* being sober. [from Latin 


sob sister 7. collog. 1 a female journalist writing 
i} 


sentimental reports or answering readers’ prob- 
lems. 2 an actress who plays sentimental roles. 

sob story 7. collog. a story or explanation appealing 
mainly to the emotions. 

Soc. abbr. 1 Socialist. 2 Society. 

soca 7. a kind of calypso music with elements of 
soul, originally from Trinidad. [blend of sour and 
CALYPSO] 

so-called ad. commonly designated or known as, 
often incorrectly. 

soccer n. Association Football. > roornant. 
on Assoc., short for Association] 

sociable aaj. 1 fitted for or liking the society of 
other people; reacly and willing to talk and act with 
others, 2 (of a person’s manner or behaviour etc.) 
friendly. 3 (of a meeting etc.) marked by friend- 
liness, not stiff or formal. [from Latin soczabzlrs| 
0 sociability n. sociably ad:. 

social e adj. 1 of or relating to society or its organ- 
izatton, 2 concerned with the mutual relations of 
human beings or of classes of human beings. 3 living 
in organized communities (man ws a social animal). 
4 needing companionship; gregarious. 5 a (of 
insects) living together in organized communities. 
b of animals or birds) breeding or nesting near each 
other in communities. @ 7. a social gathering, esp. one 
organized by a club, congregation, etc. [from Latin 
socialis “allied’| 0 sociality n. socially ad. 

social anthropology 2. the comparative study of 
peoples through their culture and kinship systems. 

social climber 2. derog. a person anxious to gain a 
higher social status. 

social conscience 7. a sense of responsibility or 
concern for the problems and injustices of society. 

social democracy 7. a socialist system achieved by 
democratic means. O social democrat 7. 


[based 


social engineering 7. the use of sociological prin- 
ciples in approaching social problems. 

socialism 7. 1 a political and economic theory 
which advocates that the community as a whole 
should own and control the means of production, 
distribution, and exchange. 2 policy or practice 
based on this theory: 0 socialist n. @ adj. social- 
istic «dj. 

socialite x. a person prominent in fashionable 
socicty. 

socialize v, {also -ise) 1 ini: mix socially with 
others. 2 t make social. 3 f organize on socialistic 
principles. 0 socialization n. 

socialized medicine 7. US often derog the pro- 
vision of medical services for all from public funds. 

social order 7. the 
ships in society. 

social realism n. the realistic depiction of social 
conditions or political views in art. 


network of human relation- 


social science 2. 1 the scientific study of human 
society and social relationships. 2 a branch of this. 
O social scientist 1. 

social security 7. State assistance to those lacking 
in economic security and welfare, e.g. the aged and 
Brit. the unemployed. 

social service 7. 1 philanthropic activity. 2 (in pi.) 
services provided by the State for the community, 
esp. education, health, and housing. 

social war 7. a war fought between allies. 

social work 7). work of benefit to those in need of 
help or welfare, esp. done by specially trained 
personnel. 0 social worker n, 

society 1. (//. -ies) 1 the sum of human conditions 
ancl activity regarded as a whole functioning inter- 
dependently. 2 a social community (all sorieties must 
have firm laws). 3 aa social mode of life. b the 
customs and organization of an ordered com- 
munity. 4 £o/, a plant or anunal conimunity. 5 oe 
socially advantaged or prominent members of < 
conununity (society would not approve). b this, or a ae 
alt ik qualifie d in some way (és nol done in polit 
vciely), 6 participation in hospitality; other people's 
homes or company (avoids society). 7 companion- 
ship. company (avoids the society of such people). 8 an 


sodden 


association of persons united by a common aim or 
interest or principle (formed a music society). [from 
Latin soctetas| 0 societal adj. (esp. in sense 1). 

Society of Friends sce Quaker. 

Society of Jesus see Jisuir. .~ 

socio- comb. form 1 of society (and). 2 of or relating 
to sociology (and). [from Latin sociws ‘companion | 

sociobiology x. the scientific study of the bio- 
logical aspects of social behaviour in animals and 
humans. 0 sociobiological adj, sociobiologist . 

socio-economic adj. relating to or concerned with 
the interaction of social and economic factors. 

sociolinguistic adj. relating to or concerned with 
language in its social aspects. O sociolinguist rn. 
sociolinguistically adv. 

sociolinguistics 7. the study of language in rela- 
tion to social factors. 

sociology n. 1 the study of the development, struc- 
ture, and functioning of human society. 2 the study 
of social problems. [from French soctologie] 0 socio- 
logical ad). sociologically adv. sociologist n. 

sociopath 7. a person with a personality disorder 
manifesting itself in extreme antisocial attitudes 
and behaviour. 

sock! n. (pl. socks or Commerce sox) 1 a short knit- 
ted covering for the foot. 2 a removable inner sole 
put into a shoe for warmth etc. 0 knock (or blow) 
one’s socks off astound, amaze. pull one’s 
socks up collog. make an effort to improve. put a 
sock in it collog. be quiet. [from Greek sukkhos] 

sock? collog. @ v.t, hit forcefully. @ n. a hard blow. 
a sock it to attack or address (a person) vigorously. 
[1 7th-century coinage] 

socket n. 1 a natural or artificial hollow for some- 


thing to fit into or stand firm or revolve in. 2 Electr. 
a device receiving a plug, light bulb, etc., to make a 
connection. [from Anglo-French] 

sockeye n. ¥ a blue-backed salmon of Alaska etc., 
Oncorhynchus nerka. [from N. American Indian sukaz 
‘fish of fishes’] 


SOCKEYE 
(Oncorhynchus nerka) 


Socratic adj. of or relating to the Greek phil- 
osopher Socrates (v.470 399 1.) or his philosophy. 
[from Greek Sokraizkos| 

sod!» 1 turf or a piece of turf. 2 the surface of the 
ground. Q under the sod in the grave. [from 
Middle Dutch sode| 

sod? esp. Bril. coarse slang @ n. 1 an unpleasant or 
awkward person or thing, 2 a person of a specified 
kind; a fellow (the lucky sod), @ ut. (sodded, 
sodding) ll (often abso/. or as int.) an exclamation of 
annoyance (sod them, I don't care!) 2 (as sodding 
adj.) a general term of contempt. o sod off go 
away. [abbreviation of sopomirr] 

soda ». 1 any of various compounds of sodium in 
common use (ashing soda; caustic soda). 2 (in full 
soda water) water made effervescent by impreg- 
nation with carbon dioxide under pressure. 3 esp. 
US a sweet effervescent drink. [medieval Latin] 

soda bread ». bread leavened with baking soda. 

soda fountain 7. esp. U/S 1 a device supplying soda 
water or soft drinks. 2 a shop or counter featuring 
this. 

soda syphon 7. a boitle from which carbonated 
water is dispensed by allowing the gas pressure to 
force it out. 

soda water see supa 2. 


sodden adj. 1 saturated; soaked through. 2 ren- 
dered dazed or dull etc. with drunkenness. 5 sod- 
denly adv. 


sodium 


sodium n. Chem. a soft silver-white reactive metallic 
element, occurring naturally in soda, salt, etc. 
[based on sopa] 0 sodic ad). 

sodium bicarbonate 7. a soluble white powder 
used as a raising agent in baking. 

sodium chloride 7. a colourless crystalline 
compound occurring naturally in sea water and 
halite; common salt. 

sodium hydroxide 7. a deliquescent compound 
which is strongly alkaline. 

sodium vapour lamp 2. (also 
sodium lamp) » a lamp using ¢ap 
sodium vapour and giving a yellow 
light. 

sodomite n. a person who practises 
sodomy. [from Greek Sodomités ‘in- 
habitant of Sodom’] 

sodomy 2. = succrry. [based on Late 


electrode 


supports 


Latin peccatum Sodomiticum ‘sin of "767 
Sodom’] 0 sodomize ». tr. (also -ise). envelope 
Sod’s Law 2, = Mcrvny’s Law. ouler 
sofa x. a long upholstered seat with a envelope 
back and arms. {from Arabic suffa] 
sofa bed x. a sofa that can be sodium 
converted into a bed. vapour 


soffit n. the undersurface of an arch, a 
balcony, overhanging eaves, etc. [from 
Latin suffixus ‘fixed underneath’] 

soft e adj. 1 lacking hardness or firm- 
ness; yielding to pressure; easily cut. 2 (of 
cloth etc.) having a smooth surface or 
texture; not rough or coarse. 3 (of air etc.) 
mellow, mild, balmy; not noticeably cold or hot. 
4 (of water) free from mineral salts and therefore 
good for lathering. 5 (of a hght or colour etc.) not 
briliant or glaring. 6 (of a voice or sounds) gentle 
and pleasing. 7 Phonet. a (of a consonant) sibilant or 
palatal (as ¢ in ze, g in age). b voiced or unaspirated. 
8 (of an outline etc.) not sharply defined. 9 (of an 
action or manner etc.) gentle, conciliatory; 
amorous. 10 (of the heart or feelings etc.) com- 
passionate, sympathetic. 11 feeble, lenient, silly, 
sentimental. 12 collog. (of a job etc.) easy. 13 (of 
drugs) mild; not likely to cause addiction. 14 (also 
soft-core) (of pornography) not explicit. 15 Stock 
Exch. (of currency, prices, etc.) likely to fall in value. 
16 Polit. moderate; willing to compromise (the soft 
left). 17 Bri. (of the weather etc.) rainy or moist or 
thawing. @ adv. softly ( play soft). O be soft on collog. 
1 be lenient towards. 2 be infatuated with. have a 
soft spot for be fond of or affectionate towards (a 
person). [Old English softe ‘agreeable’] a softish 
ad). softness 7. 

softball », 1 y a ball like a baseball but larger. 2 a 
modified form of baseball using this. 


_ softball baseball 


Trees 


WP, 


SOFTBALL ANT) BASEBALL 


soft-boiled adj. (of an egg) lightly boiled leaving 
the yolk soft or quid. 

soft-centred adj. 1 (of a sweet) having a soft filling 
or centre. 2 sofi-hearted. senumental. 

soft drink 7. a non-alcoholic drink. 

soften «1 & & intr, make or become soft or softer. 
2 t. a reduce the strength of (defences) by pre- 
liminary attack. b reduce the resistance of (a 
person). O softener n. 

soft focus n. Phoivg. the deliberate slight blurring of 
a picture. 

soft fruit 1. Bri/. small stoneless fruit. 

soft furnishings 1,/)/. Bri. curtains, rugs, etc. 


/ 
SODIUM VAPOUR 
LAMP 


soft-headed az. feeble-minded. a soft-head- 
edness n. 
soft-hearted adj. tender, compassionate. 0 soft- 
heartedness n. 
softie 7. (also softy) (p/. -ies) collog. a weak or silly 
or sofi-hearted person. 
soft landing 7. a landing by a spacecraft without its 
suffering major damage. 
softly adv. in a soft, gentle, or quiet manner. 
softly-softly alirib.adj. (of an approach or 
strategy) cautious; discreet and cunning. 
soft option 7. the easier alternative. 
soft palate n. the rear part of the 
palate. > Heap 
soft pedal e 7. a pedal on a piano 
that makes the tone softer. > upricHs. 
e wt & (often foll. by on) mtr. (soft- 
pedal) (-pedalled, pedalling, US 
-pedaled, pedaling) 1 refrain from 
emphasizing; be restrained (about). 
2 Mus. play with the soft pedal down. 
soft roe see ror! 2. 
soft sell 7. restrained or subtly 
persuasive salesmanship. 
soft soap e 7. L a scmi-fluid soap. 
2 colloy. persuasive flattery. @ u.lr. (soft- 
soap) collog. persuade (a person) with 
flattery. 
soft-spoken adj. speaking with a 
gentle voice. 
soft target n. a relatively vulnerable 
or unprotected target. 
soft tissues 7.//. tissues of the body that are not 
bony or cartilaginous. 
soft-top 7. 1 a motor vehicle roof that is soft and 
can be folded back. 2 a vehicle having such a roof. 
soft touch 1. slang = asy roucn. 
software n. the programs and other operating 
information used by a computer. 
softwood 7. the wood of pine, spruce, or other 
conifers, easily sawn. & woop 
softy var. of sori. 


SOIL 


solarium 


soggy adj. (soggier, soggiest) sodden, saturated, 
dank. [from dialect sog ‘swamp’| 0 soggily adv. 
sogginess 7). 

soh 7. (also so, sol) .Vus. 1 (in tonic sol-fa) the fifth 
note of a major scale. 2 the note G in the fixed-doh 
system. [variant of Middle English so/] 

soigné /swahn-yay/ ad). (fem. soignée pronunc. 
same) well-groomed. [French| 

soil! n. 1 ¥ the upper layer of earth in which plants 
grow. 2 ground belonging to a nation; territory (on 
British soil). [from Anglo-French] a soil-less ad). 

soil? @ v./, 1 make dirty; smear or stain (soiled linen). 
2 defile; bring discredit to (ceould not soil my hands 
with it).@n. 1a dirty mark. 2 filth; refuse. [based on 
Latin sucula ‘little pig’| 

soirée /swah-ray/ 7. an evening party for con- 
versation or music. [French] 

sojourn /soj-iin/ @ 7. a temporary stay. @ winir stay 
temporarily, [from Old French sojorn| O sojourner n. 

sol! var. of son. 

sol? x. Chem. a fluid colloidal suspension of a solid in 
a liquid. [abbreviation of sonurion| 

sola n. a pithy-stemmed E. Indian swamp plant, 
Aeschynomene indica. [from Hindi shola| 

solace /sol-as/ @ x. comfort in distress, disappoint- 
ment, or tedium. @ w./7, give solace to. [from Latin 
solatium| 

solan 7. (in full solan goose) a gannet, Sula bassana. 

solar adj. of, relating to, or reckoned by the Sun 
(solar eclipse; solar ime). [based on Latin sol ‘sun’| 

solar battery 7. (also solar cell) a device con- 
verting solar radiation into electricity. 

solar day 2. the mterval between meridian transits 
of the Sun. 

solar eclipse 7. an cclipse in which the Sun is 
obscured by the Moon, & tcrivsi. 

solar energy 7. 1 raciant energy emitted by the 
Sun, 2 = soivr rowsr. 

solar flare 7. a brief eruption of intense high- 
energy radiation from the sun's surface. > sux 

solarium 7. (//. solariums or solaria) a room 
equipped with sunlamps or fitted with extensive 


Soil is an ecosystem comprising weathered rock, organic matter, 


animals, plants, and micro-organisms. Various horizontal layers 
(horizons) are discernible, mcludmg: humus, the topmost layer of 
rotung organic matter; topsoil, which ts rich in minerals and 
humus; subsoil, which has less humus but plenuful 


muincrals (leached from above); a layer of 
rock fragments with little organic 
content; and bedrock, the 
underlyimg solid rock. 


O horizon (humus) if 
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SOLAR SYSTEM 


The solar system. which is more than 12 billion 


km (7.5 billion miles) across, consists of nine 
planets; 61 known moons; vast numbers of 
comets, asteroids, and meteoroids; and inter- 
planetary gas and dust. Latest theories 
suggest that the solar system began 
+.6 billion years ago as a spinning 
cloud of gas and dust that 

condensed to create the Sun. 

The rocky planets (Mercury, 

Venus, Earth, and Mars) 

formed from leftover 

material nearest the 

Sun, while in the 

colder outer reaches. 

the gas giants (Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus, and 

Neptune) developed 

from ice, gas, and dust. 

The smallest planet 

Pluto is neither gas 

giant nor rocky planet; 

it is composed of rock 

and ice. The planets 

all orbit the Sun, 

following ellipucal 

paths that are on 

roughly the same 

plane. Pluto’s orbit 

is not only the most 

eccentric (elongated), 

but also the most 

tilted (17°). 
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areas of glass for exposure to the Sun. [Latin, lit- 
erally ‘sundial, sunning-place | 

solar panel 1. ¥ a panel that absorbs the Sun’s rays 
as an cnergy source, > HOUSE, SAIELIALE, SPACECK ALI 


\ fransparent 


Ces 


\ copper pipe 


moynlation 


sheel absorbs 7 
vanlight 


Falummuon foil 
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solar plexus 7. a complex of nerves at the pit of 
the stomach. 

solar power 7. power obtained by harnessing the 
energy of the Sun’s rays. 

solar system ». A the Sun and the celestial bodies 
whose motion it governs. > ORKER 

solar year 7”. the time taken tor the Earth to travel 
once round the Sun, equal to 365 days, 5 hours. 
8 minutes, and +6 seconds. 

sola topi 7”. an Indian sun-heliet made from the 
pith of the sola. 

sold past and pas! part. of suis. 

solder e ». a fusible alloy used to join less fusible 
metals or wires etc, @ 7d; join with solder. [from 
Latin solidare ‘to fasten] O solderable n. 

soldering iron /. a tool used for applying solder. 

soldier e 1. 1 a person serving in an army, 2 (in full 


common soldier) a private or NCO in an army. 
3a military commander of specified ability (a great 
soldier). 4 collog. a finger of bread for dipping into a 
sott-boiled egg. @ uintr serve as a soldier (was off 
\oldiering). O soldier on collog. persevere doggedly. 
[based on Old French soude ‘soldier’s pay’] 
O soldierly adj. 

soldier of fortume n. an adventurous person 
ready to take service under any state or person; a 
mercenary, 

soldiery 2. (/. -ies) 1 soldiers, esp. of a specified 
character. 2 a group of soldiers. 

sole'e 7. 1 the undersurface of the foot. 2 the part of 
a shoe, sock, etc., corresponding to this (esp. exclud- 
ing the heel). 3 the lower surface or base of a plough, 
golt club head, etc. @ u.fz provide (a shoe ete.) with a 
sole; replace the sole of. {from Latin so/um ‘bottom, 
pavement, sole’| 0 -soled ad). (in comb). 


sole 


SOLE 
(Solea solea) 


sole? n. A any flatfish of the family Soleidae, esp. 
Solea solea used as food. [from Latin solea ‘sole’, from 
its shape] 

sole® atirib.adj. one and only; single, exclusive (he sole 
reason, has the sole right). [from Latin sola (fem.) 
‘alone’ o solely adv. 

solecism /sol-i-sizm/ n. 1 a mistake of grammar 
or idiom. 2 a piece of bad manners or incorrect 
behaviour. [based on Greek soloikos ‘speaking in- 
correctly’ | 

solemn adj. 1 serious and dignified (a solemn occasion). 
2 formal; accompanied by ceremony (a solemn oath). 
3 mysteriously impressive. 4 serious or cheerless in 
manner (looks rather solemn). 5 full of- importance; 
weighty (a solemn warning). 6 grave, sober, deliberate 
(a solemn promise, solemn music). [from Latin sol(l)emnis 
‘customary, celebrated at a fixed date’] 0 solemnly 
adv. 

solemnity 7. (//. -ies) 1 the state of being solemn; 
a solemn character or feeling; solemn behaviour. 
2 a rite or celebration; a piece of ceremony. ‘ 

solemnize »./7 (also -ise) 1 duly perform (a cere- 
mony esp. of marriage). 2 celebrate (a festival etc.). 
3 make solemn. 0 solemnization 7. 

solenoid 7. <4 a 
cylindrical coll of wire 
acting as a magnet 
when carrying electric 
current. [based on 
Greek sélén ‘channel, 
pipe’| Go solenoidal 
ad). 

sol-fa n. = sOLMIZation 
(cf. Tomic Ser-EA), 

soli p/. of sovo. 

solicit v. (solicited, 
soliciting) 1 & ©& 
(foll. by for) inir ask 

® repeatedly or earnestly 


for or seek or mvite 
\ 
von! solenoid 
har 


(business etc.) 2 ¢ 
make a request or peti- 
SOLENOID: DOORBELL 
MECHANISM USING 


tion to (a person). 
\ SOLENOID 


Aol 


contact 
breaker 


3 tx: (also absol.) accost 

(a person) and offer 

ones services as a 

prostitute. [from Latin 
sollicttare “to agitate’| 

0 solicitation n. 

solicitor 7. 1 Brit. a member of the legal profession 
qualified to advise clients and instruct barristers, 
and represent clients in the Jower courts. 2 a person 
who solicits. 3 (\S a canvasser. 

solicitous ad). 1 showing interest or concern. 2 (fol. 
by fo + infin.) eager, anxious. [from Laun sollcitus 
‘anxious’| 0 solicitously ad. 

solicitude 7. 1 the state of being solicitous; solici- 
tous behaviour. 2 anxiety or concern. [from Latin 
sollicitudo| 

solid e «dj. (solider, solidest) 1 firm and stable in 
shape; not liquid or fluid (solid food: water becomes solid 
at O°C). & marrer. 2 of such material throughout, 
not hollow (a solid sphere). 3 of the same substance 
throughout (solid silver). 4 of strong material or 
construction or build, not flimsy or slender etc. 
5 a having three dimensions. b concerned with 
solids (solid geometry). 6 a sound and reliable (solid 
arguments). b dependable (a solid Tory). 7 sound but 
without any special flair etc. (@ solid piece of work). 
8 financially sound. 9 (of time) uninterrupted (spend 
four solid hours on it). 10 a unanimous, undivided 
(support has been pretty solid so far). b (foll. by for) united 
in favour of. @ 7. La solid substance or body. 2 (in 


pl.) solid food. 3 Geom. a body or magnitude having 
three dimensions. @ adv. so as to become solid: 
solidly (jammed solid; set solid). {from Latin solidus| 
0 solidly adv. solidness n. 
solidarity 7. l unity or agreement of feeling or 
action. 2 mutual dependence. [from French solidar- 
ite| 
solidi p/. of souipus. 
solidify vl, © inir (-ies, -ied) make or become 
solid, 0 solidification n, 
solidity 7. the state of being solid; firmness. 
solid-state adj. using the electronic propertes of 
solids (e.g. a semiconductor) to replace those of 
valves, 
solidus 7. (pi. solidi /-dy/) esp. Bri. an oblique 
stroke (/) used in writing fractions (’/4), to separate 
other figures and letters, or to denote alternatives 
(and/or) and ratios (miles/day). [Latin] 
soliloquy 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the act of talking when 
alone or regardless of any hearers, esp. in drama. 
2 part of a play involving this. [from Late Latin 
solloquium| 0 soliloquize v.inir. (also -ise). 
solipsism /sol-ip-sizm/ n. Philos. the view that the 
self is all that exists or can be known. [based on 
Latin solus ‘alone’ + ipse ‘self”| 0 solapsist 7. solip- 
sistic ad}. 
solitaire n. 1 a diamond or 
other gem set by itself. 2 <a 
ring having a single gem. 3 a 
game for one player played by 
removing pegs etc. one at a 
ume from a board by jumping 
others over them until only 
one is left. 4.4. Amer = rarinci 4. 


ttanite [French] 
gem solitary e adj. 1 living alone; not 
SOLITAIRE — gregarious; lonely (@ solitary 


existence). 2. (of a place) 

secluded. 3 single or sole (a solitary 
instance). 4 (of an insect) not living 
in communities. 5 Bol. growing 
singly, not in a cluster. @ n. (pl. 
-ies) 1 a recluse or hermit. 
2 collog. = sO1sTARY CONFINEMENT, 
[from Latin soldanus| Oo soli- 
tarily adv. solitariness 7. 

solitary confinement 7. 
isolation of a prisoner in a 
separate cell. 

solitude 7. 1 the state of being 
solitary. 2 a lonely place. [from Latin 
solitudo| 

solmization 7. (also -isation) \/u. a 
system of associating each note of a scale with a 
particular syllable, now usu. doh ray me fah soh lah le. 
with doh as © in the fixed-doh system and as the 
keynote in the movable-doh or tonic sol-fa system. 
[from French solmasation} 

solo e x. (pl. -os) 1 (pl. -os or sola) a a vocal or 
instrumental piece or passage, or a dance, 
performed by one person with or without accom- 
paniment. b (aiirib.) performed or performing as a 
solo (solo passage; solo violin). 2 a an unaccompanied 
Hight by a pilot in an aircraft. b anything done by 
one person unaccompanied. ¢ (af(rb.) unaccom- 
panied, alone. 3 (in full solo whist) a card game 
like whist in which one player may oppose the 
others. @ z. (-oes, -oed) I ini perform a solo. 2 f: 
perform or achieve as a solo. @ adv. unaccom- 
panied, alone ( flew solo for the first time). [Italian] 

solo climbing 7» the sport of climbing alone 
unaidecl by ropes etc. and without assistance from 
other people. 0 solo clamber 1. 

soloist 7. a performer of a solo, esp. in music 

Solomon /). 4 very wise person. [from Solomon, King 
of Isracl in the 10th c. 8c, famed for his wisdom] 
o Solomonic «ad. 

solo whist sce solo 7. 

solstice n. either of the two times in the vear when 
the Sun reaches its highest or lowest pot in the sky 


SOMBRERO 


something 


at noon, marked by the longest and shortest days. 
[from Latin sodstitium| 0 solstitial ad). 
soluble adj. 1 that can be dissolved, esp. in water. 
2 that can be solved. [from Late Latin solubilis, 
related to sour] O solubility 7. 
solute 2. a dissolved substance. [from Latin solutum 
(thing) released’ | 
solution 7. 1 the act or a means of solving a prob- 
lem or difficulty. 2 a the conversion of a solid or gas 
into a liquid by mixture with a liquid. b the state 
resulting from this (held in solution). 3 the act of 
dissolving or the state of being dissolved. 4 the act 
of separating or breaking. [from Latin solu] 
solve v./r find an answer to, or a means of removing 
or effectively dealing with (a problem). [Middle 
English in sense ‘to loosen’: from Latin solvere ‘to 
release’] G solvable adj. solver n. 
solvent e adj. 1 able to dissolve or form a solution 
with something. 2 having enough money to meet 
one’s liabilities. @ 7. a solvent liquid etc. {from Latin 
solvent- ‘releasing, dissolving’] o solvency n. (in 
sense 2 of ad.). 
solvent abuse 7. the use of volatile organic solvents 
as intoxicants by inhalation, e.g. glue-sniffing. 
Somali e 7. 1 (//. same or Somalis) a member of a 
Hamitic Muslim people of Somalia in NE Africa. 
2 the language of this people. @ adj. of or relating to 
this people or language. [native name] 0 Somalian 
adj. Gn. 
somatic adj. of or relating to the body, esp. as 
distinct from the mind. (based on Greek soma somat- 
‘body’] O somatically adu. 
sombre adj. (US also somber) 1 dark, gloomy (¢ 
sombre sky). 2 oppressively solemn or sober, 3 dis- 
mal. foreboding (a sombre prospect). {from Old 
French] G sombrely ad. sombreness 7. 
sombrero 1. (//. -os) 4a broad-brimmed hat worn 
esp. in Mexico and the south-western US. 
[Spanish, based on sombra ‘shade’ | 
some e de. 1 an unspecified 
amount or number of (some water: 
some apples, some of them). 2 that is 
unknown or unnamed (zeal return 
some day; some fool has locked the 
door; to some evlent). 3 denoting an 
approximate number (wailed some 
feenty minutes). 4 a considerable 
amount or number of (cent lo some 
trouble). 5 (usu. stressed) a at least a 
small amount of {do have some consideration). 
b such to a certain extent (hal zs some help). 
c collog. notably such (If call that some story). 
@ pron. some people or things, some 
number or amount (/ have some already, would you like 
some more?). @ adv. collog. to some extent (we talked 
some; do ul some more). {Old English] 
somebody e pron. some person. @ n. (pl. -ies) a 
person of importance (is really somebody now). 
some day ad:. (also someday) at some time in the 
future. 
somehow adv. 1 for some reason or other (somehor 
T never liked them), 2 n some unspecified or unknown 
way (he somehow dropped behind), 3 no matter how 
(must get ul finished somehow’. 
someone 7, & pron. = somtsovy. 
someplace adi... Amer. collog. = soiree. 
somersault ‘also summersault @ #/, an acrobatic 
movement in which a person turns head over heels 
in the air or on the ground and lands on the feet. 
@ vint. perform a somersault’ [from Latin supra 
‘above’ + saltus leap’ | 
something 2. © pron. 1 a some unspecified o1 
unknown thing (Aave something to tell you, something has 
happened). b Gn full something or other, as a 
substitute for an unknown or forgotten description 


(a student of something or other). 2 a known or under- 


stood but unexpress« 
(there os 
fool, 3 « 


quile something). 2 or something or some uns} 


d quantity, quality, ov extent 
something about u 1 do not like, is something of 


log. a notable person or thing (fhe f 
lice 


sometime 


SONGBIRD 


Songbirds form the largest sub-group of the passerines 
(perching birds). They are characterized by their highly 
developed song, which is generated in the syrinx, a 
voice-box with thin walls that vibrate to create 
complex sounds. During the breeding season, 


male songbirds use their song to deter 
competing males from their territory, and 
to attract females (who usually do not 
sing). The song 1s only recognized 

by members of the same species, 

and is ignored by other birds. 


OF 


KNAMPLIES OF SONGBIRDS 


a 


SONG THRUSH 
(Turdus philometos) 


CGOULDIAN FINCH 
(Chloehia gouldiae) 


alternative possibility (ust have run aay or some 
thing’. see something of encounter (a person) 
briefly or occasionally. something else 1 some- 
thing different. 2 collog. something exceptional. 
something like 1 an amount in the region of (/eff 
something like a million pounds). 2 somewhat like (shaped 
vomething like a cigar,. 3 collog. impressive; a fine speci- 
men of. something of to some extent (/s something 
of an expert). [Old English] 

sometime e adi. 1 at some unspecified time. 
2 archau formerly. @ altrib.ad). former (the sometime 
mayor). 

sometimes aii 

somewhat aii. 
somewhat strange: 


occasionally, 

to some extent (Achamour thal was 

answered somewhat haytily} 

somewhen ad:. collog. at some ume. 

somewhere e@ dv. in or to some place. @ pron. some 
unspecilied place. get somewhere colloy. 
achieve somewhere about approxi- 
mately, 


suCCESS. 


somnambulism 7. slecpwalkime. [based on Latin 
somnus “sleep” + ambulare “to walk’) O somnam- 
bulant ad). somnambulist 7. somnambulistic 
adj. somnambulistically adi. 

somnolent adj. 1 slecpy, drowsy. 2 inducing drowsi- 
ness. [from Latin somno/entus| 0 somnolence »n. 
somnolently a. 

son 2. La boy or man in relation to either or both of 
his parents. 2 aa male descendant. b (loll. by of } a 
male member of a family, nation, etc, 3 a person 
regarded as inheriting an occupation, quality, etc 
or associated with a particular attribute (sons of /ree 
dom: sony of the soil). 4 sin full my son; a form of 
address esp. to 5 (the Son) (in Christian 
belief) the second person of the Trinity. [Old 
Enelish| 0 sonship » 


a bov. 


sonar #, 1 a systein for the underwater detection of 
PCT ere VEEN, 2 an 
and 


objects by reflected sound. & 
apparatus tor (his, 
ranging| 


[from sound navigation 
sonata 7/. a composivion for one instrument or two, 
usu. In several Italian, literally 


sounded | 


MOVEMENES. 


SYRINN AND 
RESPIRATORY SYSTEM 
A SONGBIRD 


trachea 
(windpipe) 


ray 


air sac 


UML 


BALVIMORE ORIOLE 
(Icterus galbula) 


NIGHTINGALE 
(Luscinia megarhynchos) 


son et lumieére /son ay loom-yair/ n. an entertain- 
ment by night at a historic monument, building, 
cl... using lighting effects and recorded sound to 
give a dramatic narrative of its history. 

song //. 1a short poem or other set of words set to 
music or meant to be sung. 2 singing or vocal music 
(burst into song). 3 a musical composition suggestive 
of a song. 4 the musical call of some Gas or 
insects. G for a song collog. very cheaply. on song 
Brit. collog. performing exceptionally well. [Old 
English] 

song and dance 7. ¢ol/og. a fuss or commotion. 

songbird 7. 1 a bird with a musical call. 2 Jeol. Aa 
perching bade of the group Oscines, possessing a 
SVPIMX. & I\ssLRINI 

see esk n. a collection of songs with music. 

song cycle 7. a sct of musically linked songs. 

songster 1. ( fem. songstress) 1 a singer. 2 a song- 
bird. 3a poet. 

song thrush 1. a 
Europe and W. Asia. 


thrush, 


songwriter 7. a writer of songs or the music for 
them. oO songwriting 1. 

sonic adj. of or rclatiny to or usmg sound or sound 
waves. |based on Latin soaus *sound’| o sonically 
adi 

sonic boom 1. (: 
noise 


ilso sonic bang) a loud explosive 
caused by the shock wave from an aircraft 
when it passes the speed of sound. 


son-in-law 1. (/)/, sons-in-law) the husband of 


one’s daughter, 

sonnet /), a poem of +4 lines using any of a number 
of formal rhyme schemes, in English usu. having 
ten syllables per line. [French] 

sonny 7. colloy. 
young boy. 


familiar form of address to a 
son of a bitch 1. (//. sons of bitches) s/ang a 
gcneral term of contempt or abuse. 


son of a gun 7. (//. sons of guns) co/log. a jocular 


or aflectonate form of address or reterence. 
sonogram 7 
showme the 


1 a graph representing a sound, 
cistribution of energy at dilferent 


Turdus philomelos, of 


soprano recorder 


frequencies. 2 esp. Med. a visual image produced 
from an ultrasound examination. [based on Latin 
sonus ‘sound’] 0 sonograph n. 

sonorous adj. 1 having a loud, full, or deep sound; 
resonant. 2 (of a speech, style, etc.) imposing, 
grand. [from Latin sonorus] 0 sonority zr. (pl. -ies). 
sonorously adv. 

sool vtr, esp. Austral. & NZ 1 (of a dog) attack or 
worry (an animal). 2 urge or goad. [variant of 
17th-century (now dialect) sow! ‘to seize by the 
ears’| 0 sooler 2. 

soon adv. 1 after a short interval of time (shall soon 
know’ the result). 2 relatively early (must you go so soon). 
3 (prec. by oz) early (how soon will it be ready?). 
4 readily or willingly (in expressing choice or pref- 
erence: which would you sooner do?, would as soon stay 
behind). O as (or so) soon as at the moment that; 
not later than; as early as (came as soon as I heard about 
it; disappears as soon as it’s ume lo pay). no sooner ... 
than at the very moment that (we no sooner arrived 
than the rain stopped). sooner or later at some future 
time; eventually. [Old English] 0 soonish ado. 


a Usage .Vo sooner should be followed by than as 
shown above, and not by when. 


soot @ 7. a black substance rising in fine flakes in 
smoke, and deposited on the sides of a chimney etc. 
@ vf, cover with soot. [Old English] 

sooth 2. avchaw truth, fact. 0 in sooth really, truly. 
[Old English, originally as adj. in sense ‘true’] 

soothe 2/1 calm (a person or feclings). 2 soften or 
mitigate (pain). [Old English sdthian ‘to verify’ 
g soother n. soothing ad. soothingly adv. 

soothsayer 7. a diviner or seer. [Middle English, 
literally ‘truth sayer’] 

sooty ad). (sootier, sootiest) 1 covered with or full 
of soot. 2 black or brownish black. 

sop @ x. 1a thing given or done to pacify or bribe. 
2 a piece of br ead ete. dipped in gravy etc. 

v. (sopped, sopping) 1 iniz (usu. as sopping 

ai be drenched (tame home sopping; sopping wet 
clothes). 2 tr. (foll. by up) absorb (liquid) in a towel etc. 
3 t wet thoroughly; soak. [Old Selb 

sophism 2. a false axgument, esp. one re to 
deceive. [from Greek sophisma ‘clever device’ 

sophist 7. a person who reasons with clever but 
fallacious arguments. [from Greek sophistés] 0 so- 
phistic adj. sophistical ad). 

sophisticate e 7/1 make (a person etc.) educated, 
cultured, or refined. 2 make (equipment or tech- 
niques ete.) highly developed or complex. 3 deprive 
{a person or thing) of natural simplicity. @ adj. so- 
phisticated. @ 7. a. sophisticated person. [based on 
medieval Latin sophisticatus ‘tampered with’) 0 so- 
phistication 7. 

sophisticated «adj. 1 a (of a person) cultured and 
refined; discriminating in taste and judgement. 
b appealing to sophisticated people or so- 
phisticated taste. 2 (of a thing, idea, etc.) highly 
developed and complex. 0 sophisticatedly ady. 

sophistry 1. (//. -ies) 1 the use of sophisms. 2 a 
sophism., 


sophomore 1. .\. Amer. a second-year university or 
high school student. {based on sophum, obsolete 
variant of soriuism| G sophomoric ad). 

soporific e@ ad. tending to produce sleep. @ 71. a 
soporific drug or influence, [based on Latin sopor 
‘slecp’| O soporifically ade. 

sopping sce sor. 

soppy ad. (soppier. soppiest) L Bril. cu/log. a silly 
or foolish in a feeble or self-indulgent way. b mawk- 
ishly sentimental. 2 (foll. by on) Brit. collog. foolishly 
infatuated with. 3 soaked with water, [based on sop] 

soppily ad. soppiness n. 

soprano e 7. (//. -os) 1 a the highest singing voice. 
b a female or boy singer with this voice. ¢ a part 
written for it. 2 an instrument of a high or the 
highest pitch in its family. @ adj. highest in musical 
pitch. [Italian] 


soprano recorder 7. .\. Amer = piSCANT RECORDER. 


sorbet 


sorbet /sor-bay/ n. 1 a water ice. 2 sherbet. [based 
on Arabic sarba ‘to drink’| 

sorbitol n. a swect-tasting crystalline alcohol found 
in some fruit, used in industry and as a food addi- 
tive. [based on sorb ‘service-tree’] 

sorcerer 7. ( /em. sorceress) a magician or wizard. 
[from Old French sorcier| 0 sorcerous adj. sorcery 
n. ( pl. -ies). 

sordid adj. 1 dirty or squalid. 2 ignoble, mercenary. 
3 mean or niggardly. [from Latin sordidus| 0 sor- 
didly adv. sordidness 7. 

sore e ad. 1 (of a part of the body) painful (has a sore 
arm). 2 Aiea pain. 3 aggrieved or vexed. 4 archaic 
grievous or severe (7 sore need). @ n. 1 a raw or tender 
place on the body. 2 a source of distress or annoy- 
ance (reopen old sores). @ adv. archaic grievously, 
severely. [Old English] 0 soreness n. 

sorehead n. N. Amer. collog. a touchy or disgruntled 
person. 

sorely adv. 1 extremely, badly (am sorely tempted; sorely 
in need of repair). 2 severely (am sorely vexed ). 

sore point 7. a subject causing distress or annoy- 
ance. 

sore throat n. an inflammation of the lining 
membrane at the back of the mouth ete. 

sorghum ». any tropical cereal grass of the genus 
Sorghum. [from Italian yorgo| 

soroptimist 7, a member of an international asso- 
ciation of clubs for professional and business 
women. [based on Latin sovor ‘sister’] 

sorority 7. (pl. -ies) V. Amer, a female students’ 
society in a university or college. [from medieval 
Latin sororitas| 

sorrel! 7, any acid-leaved plant of the dock family, 
esp. Rumex acetosa, used in salads and for flavouring. 
[trom Old French sore/e] 

sorrel? e adj. of a light reddish-brown colour. 

en. 1 this colour. 2 W a sorrel animal. 

esp. a horse. [from Old French 


sorel | 


SORREL 
HORSL 


sorrow e 7. 1 mental distress caused by loss or 
disappointment etc. 2 a cause of sorrow. 3 lam- 
entation. @ viniz, 1 feel sorrow. 2 mourn, [Old 
English] 0 sorrowing ad). 

sorrowful adj. 1 feeling or showing sorrow. 2 dis- 
tressing, lamentable. oO ee: adv, 

sorry adj. (sorrier, sorriest) 1 ( predic.) pained or 
regrettul or penitent (were ae for what they had done, 
am sorry that you have to go). 2 ( predic.; f foll. by for) feel- 


ing pity or sympathy for. 3 as an expression of 


apology. 4 wretched (a sorry sight). 0 sorry for 
oneself dejected. [Old English] & sorriness 7. 
sort en. 1 a group of things etc. with common 


attributes; a class or kind. 2 (foll. by of) roughly of 


the kind specified (is some sort of doctor). 3 collog. a 
person of a specified kind (a good sort). 4 Printing a 
letter or piece in a fount of type. 5 Computing the 
arrangement of data in a prescribed sequence. 
e vf 1 arrange systematically or according to type, 
class, etc. 2 = sort out 3, 4. 0 after a sort after a 
fashion. in some sort to a certain extent. of a 
sort (or of sorts) derog not fully deserving the 
name (a holiday of sorts). out of sorts 1 slightly 
unwell. 2 in low spirits; irritable, sort of collog. as it 


were; to some extent (J sort of expected it). a sort of 
used to imply looseness, vagueness, exaggeration, 
etc., in the term used (2’5 a sort of dull brick ved). sort 
out I separate into sorts. 2 select from a miscel- 
laneous group. 3 disentangle or put into order, 
4 resolve (a problem or difficulty). 5 collog. deal with 
or reprimand. [from Latin sors sortis ‘lot, condition’} 
O sorter 7. sorting 7. 


a Usage See Usage Note at kino! 

sorted adj. Brit. collog. 1 fixed up, arranged, 
provided for. 2 (of a person) confident, at ease. 

sortie /sor-ti/ en. 1 a sally, esp. from a besieged 
garrison, 2 an operational flight by a single military 
aircraft. @ uinfr (sorties, sortied, sortieing) 
make a sortie. [French] 

sorting office z. an office in which mail is sorted 
according to its destination. 

sort-out 7. an act of sorting out or putting some- 
thing in order. 

SOS 2. (pl. SOSs) 1 an international code-signal of 
extreme distress. 2 an urgent appeal for help. 
[chosen as easily transmitted in Morse code; popu- 
larly supposed to be an abbreviation of save our 
souls] 

so-so adj. neither very good nor very bad. 

sostenuto /sos-té-noo-toh/ Mus. @ adv. G adj, ina 
sustained or prolonged manner. @ 7. (pl. -os) a 
passage to be played in this way. [Italian] 

sot 7. a habitual drunkard. [from medieval Laun 
soltus| 0 sottish ad). 

sotto voce /sot-oh voh-chi/ adv. in an undertone 
or aside. [Itahan] 

sou /so0/ n. 1 hist. a former French coin of low 
value. 2 (usu. with neg) collog. a very small amount 
of money. [French] 

soubrette /soo-bret/ 7. a pert maidservant or 
similar female character in a comedy, [from 
Proveangal soubreto ‘coy (female)’] 


soubriquet var. of sopriauyt. 

souffle /soo-{él/ n. \fed. a {ow murmur heard in 
the auscultation of various organs etc. [French, 
from souffler ‘to blow’] 

soufflé /soo-flay/ @ 7. a light spongy sweet or savoury 
dish usu. made with flavoured egg yolks added to 
suflly beaten whites of eggs and baked (cheese 
souffle). @ adj. (placed after noun) hight and frothy or 
spongy ane souffle). [French, literally ‘blown’] 

sough /rhymes wilh etlher cow or cull/ @ vinirz, make a 
moaning, whistling, or rushing sound, as of the 
wind in trees etc. @ 2. this sound. [Old English 
ywogan “to resound | 

sought pas/ and past part. of stex. 

sought after adj. (hyphenated when alin.) much in 
demand; generally desired or courted. 

souk /sook/ n. (also suk, sukh. suq) an Arab 
market or market place; a bazaar. [from Arabic szh| 

soul 7. 1 the spiritual or immaterial part of a human 
being or animal, often regarded as immortal. 2 the 
moral, emotional, or intellectual nature of a 
person. 3 the personification or pattern of some- 
thing (the very soul of discretion). 4 a person, an in- 
dividual {not a soul in sight; the poor soul was confused). 
5 a person regarded as the animating or essential 
part of something (the life and soul of the party). 
6 emotonal or intellectual energy or intensity, esp. 
as revealed in a work of art (puctures that lack soul). 


7 =souL MUsic. GQ upon my soul an exclamation of 


surprise. [Old English] o -souled aq). (in comb). 

soul-destroying dj. (of an activity etc.) dead- 
eningly monotonous. 

soul food x. the traditional food of 
blacks. 

soulful ad. 1 having or expressing or evoking deep 
feeling. 2 collog. over-emotional. 0 soulfully ado. 
soulfulness 1. 

soulless adj. 1 lacking sensitivity or noble qualitics. 
2 undistinguished or unimteresting. 0 soullessly 
adv. soullessness n. 


American 


soup kitchen 


soulmate 7. a person ideally suited to another. 

soul music 7. a kind of music incorporating 
elements of rhythm and blues and gospel music, 
popularized by American blacks. 

soul-searching @ 7. the examination of one’s 
emotions and motives. @ adj. characterized by such 
examination. 

sound! e 7. 1 a sensation caused in the ear by the 
vibration of the surrounding air or other medium. 
2 vibrations causing this sensation. 3 what is or 
may be heard. 4 an idea or impression conveyed by 
words (don’t like the sound of that). 5 mere words. 6 (in 
full musical sound) sound produced by con- 
tinuous and regular vibrations (cf. Noisr n. 3). 7 any 
of a series of articulate utterances (vowel and con- 
sonant sounds). 8 music, speech, etc., accompanying 
a film or other visual presentation. 9 (often attrib.) 
broadcasting by radio as distinct from television. 
@ v. 1 iniz, S tr. emit or cause to emit sound, 2 & 
utter or pronounce (sound a note of alarm). 3 intr. 
convey an impression when heard (you sound 
worned). 4 t~ give an audible signal for (an alarm 
etc.). 5 é test (the lungs etc.) by noting the sound 
produced. 6 ¢, cause to resound; make known (sound 
their praises). O sound off talk loudly or express one’s 
opinions forcefully. [from Latin sonus| 0 soundless 
adj. soundlessly adv. soundlessness 7. 

sound? e ad. 1 healthy; not diseased or injured. 
2 (of an opinion or policy etc.) correct, orthodox, 
well-founded, judicious. 3 financially secure (a 
sound investment). 4 undisturbed; tending to sleep 
deeply and unbrokenly (sound sleep; a sound sleeper). 
@ adv. soundly (sound asleep). [Middle English] 
0 soundly adv. soundness n. 

sound? »,#7, 1 test the depth or quality of the bottom 
of (the sea or a river etc.). 2 (often foll. by out) 
inquire (esp. cautiously or discreetly) into the opin- 
ions or feelings of (a person). [from Old French 
sonder| 0 sounder n. 

sound* ». 1 a strait. 2 a sea inlet. [Old English] 

sound barrier . the high resistance of air to 
aircraft etc. moving at speeds near that of sound. 

sound bite 7. a short extract from a recorded inter- 
view, chosen for its pungency or appropriateness. 

soundcheck 7. a test of sound equipment before a 
musical performance or recording to check that the 
desired sound is being produced. 

sound effect 7. a sound other than speech or music 
made artificially for use in a play, film, etc. 

sounding! 7. 1 a the action or process of measur- 
ing the depth of water, now usu. by means of echo. 
b an instance of this (took a sounding). 2 (in pl.) 
cautious investigation (made soundings as to his suit- 
ability). 

sounding? adj. giving forth (esp. loud or resonant) 
sound (sounding brass). 

sounding board ». 1 a canopy over a pulpit etc. to 
direct sound towards the congregation. 2 a means 
of causing opinions etc. to be more widely known 
(used his students as a sounding board). 

soundproof e adj. impervious to sound. @ 2./7; make 
soundproof. 

soundtrack n. I the recorded sound element of a 
film. 2 this recorded on the edge of a film in optical 
or magnetic form. 

sound wave 2. a wave of compression and rarefac- 
tion, by which sound is propagated in an elastic 
medium, e.g. air. & Dope. LEFEGI 

soup @ 7. a usu. savoury liquid dish made by boiling 
meat, fish, or vegetables etc. in stock or water. 
@ wt (foll. by up) (usu. as souped- -up ad).) collag. 
1 increase the power and efficiency of (an engine). 
2 increase the power or impact of (writing, music. 
etc.). OQ im the soup col/og. in difficulties. [from 
(Old) French soupe ‘sop, broth’} 

soupgon /soop-son/ x. a very small quantity; a 
dash, [French, from medieval Latin suspectio *sus- 
picion | 

soup kitchen 7. a place clispensing soup ctc. to the 
poor. 


soupy 


soupy @d). (soupier, soupiest) 1 resembling soup. 
2 collog. sentimental; mawkish. Go soupily adz. 
soupiness 7. 

sour @ «id. 1 having an acid taste like lemon or vin- 
egar, esp. because of unripeness (sour apples). 2 a (of 
food, esp. milk or bread) bad because of fermenta- 
tion. b smelling or tasting rancid or unpleasant. 3 (of 
a person, temper, etc.) harsh; morose; bitter. 4 (of a 
thing) unpleasant; distasteful. @ nr... Amer an al- 
coholic drink with lemon juice or lime juice (zehuAy 
your), @ vl G intr make or become sour. D go (or turn) 
sour 1 (of food etc.) become sour. 2 turn out badly 
(the job cent sour on hum). 3 lose one’s keenness. [Old 
English] G sourish aq. sourly adv. sourness 7. 

source e 7. I a spring or fountain from which a 
stream issues. 2 a place, person, or thing from 
which something originates (the source of all ou 
troubles). 3 a person or document ete. providing 
evidence (reliable sources of information). 4a body emit- 
ling rachation etc. @ ui, obtain (esp. components) 
from a specified source. 0 at source at the point of 
origin or issue. [from Old French sourse] 

sour cream n. cream deliberately fermented by 
adding bacteria. 

sourdough 2. .\. [mer 1 a leaven for making bread 
ete., consisting of fermenting dough, originally 
that left over from a previous baking. 2 bread made 
from this. [Middle English, now clialect] 

sour grapes 7.//. resentlul disparagement of some- 
thing one cannot personally acquire. 

sourpuss 7. (ollog. a sour-tempered person. 

sousaphone /soo-za-fohn/ ». W a large brass 


bass wind imstrument encircling the player's 
body. © pris. [named 
bell — P after J. P. Sousa, American 


bandmaster, 1854 1932] 
0 sousaphonist 7. 


souse @ 7. 1 / put 
(gherkins, fish, ete.) in 
pickle. 2 t% G& intr. 
plunge into liquid. 
3 fr. (as soused ad.) 
collog. drunk. @ n. 
1 a pickle made with 
salt. b U'S food, esp. 


a pigs head etc.. 

in pickle. 2 a dip. 

monttipjun plunge, or drenching 
An in water. 3 collog. aa 


drinking bout. b a 
drunkard. [from Old 
French sous ‘pickle’] 
soutane /soo-tahn/ 7. RC 
Ch. a cassock worn by a 
priest. [from Italian softana] 
south e 7. 1 the point of 
the horizon 90 clockwise 
from east. 2 the compass 
point corresponding — to 
this. > cosprss, 3 the direc- 
tion in which this hes. 
4 (usu. the South) a the 
part of the world or a country or a town lying to the 
south. b the southern states of the US, 5 Bridge a 
player occupying the position designated ‘south’. 
e ad. 1 towards, at, near, or facing the south (a south 
wall: south country). 2 coming from the south (south 
rend). @ adv. 1 towards, at, or near the south (éhe) 
travelled south), 2 foll, by of ) further south than. 0 to 
the south often foll, by of) in a southerly direc- 
tion. [Old English] 

South African e «dj. of or relating to the Republic 
of South rica. @ v7. La native or national of South 
Atrica. 2 a person of South African descent. 

South American e «adj. of or relating to South 
America. @ 7, a native or citizen of South America. 


values 


SOUSAPHONE 


southbound «7. travelling or leading southwards. 

South-East 7. the part of a country ar town lying 
to the south-cast. 

south-east e 7. L the point of the horizon midway 


between south and east. 2 the compass poimt 


704 


corresponding to this. 3 the direction in which this 
lies. @ adj. of, towards, or coming from the south- 
east. @ adv. towards, at, or near the south-east. 
southeaster 7. a south-east wind. 
south-easterly adj. © adv. = sovrn-rasr. 
south-eastern adj. lying on the south-east side. 
south-eastward ad. G adv. (also south- 
eastwards) towards the south-east. 

southerly e adj. & adv. 1 in a southern position or 
direction. 2 (of a wind) blowing from the south. 
e 7. (pl. -ies) a southerly wind. 

southern adj. of, in, or towards, the south. 
English] O southernmost adj. 

Southern Cross 1. a small but prominent 
constclation of the southern hemisphere, 
in the shape of a cross. 

southerner 7. a native or inhabitant of 
the south. 

southern hemisphere ». the half of the 
earth below the equator. 

southern lights 7.,/)/. the aurora australis. 

Southern Ocean 7. the expanse of ocean 
surrounding Antarctica. & ockAN 

Southern States 7.//. the states in the 
south, esp. the south-east, of the US. 

southpaw collog. @ n. a left-handed person, 
esp. in boxing. @ ad). left-handed. 

South Pole see pou.” 1. 

South Sea n. the southern Pacific Ocean. 

south-south-east 77. (he point or direction 
midway between south ancl south-east. 

south-south-west 7. the point or direction 
midway between south and south-west. 

southward e adj. &S adv. (also southwards) 
towards the south. @ 7. a southward direction or 
region. 


[Old 


m Usage In nautical use southward is often 


pronounced /suth-éd/. 


South-West 7. the part of a country or town lying 
to the south-west. 

south-west e 7. 1 the point of the horizon midway 
between south and west. 2 the compass pomt 
corresponding to this. 3 the direction in which this 
lies. @ adj. of, towards, or coming from the south- 
west. @ adi. (owards, at. or near the south-west. 

southwester 7. a south-west wind. 

south-westerly «dj, G adv. = soul u-wesr. 

south-western «dj. lying on the south-west side. 

south-westward adj. G adv. (also 
westwards) towards the south west. 


south- 


south wind 7. a wind blowing from the south. 

souvenir 7. (ofien foll. by of) a memento of an 
occasion, place, ete. [French] 

sou’wester 7. 1 = soul nwesver. 2 a waterproof hat 
with a broad flap covering the neck. 

sovereign e@ 7. 1 a supreme ruler, esp. a monarch. 
2 Brit. hist. a gold coin nominally worth £1. 
@ adj. 1 a supreme (sovereiyn power). b unmitigated 
\savereign contempt). 2 excellent; effective (a sovereign 


remedy). 3 possessmg sovercign power (a sovereign 
vale). & royal (our sovereign lord). [from Old French 


\o(wjverain| O sovereignly adv. 

sovereign pontiff sce pontir, 

sovereignty 7. (fi. -ies) 1 supremacy. 2 sell- 
government, 3 a self-governing state. 

soviet /is/. @ nr. 1 an elected local. district. or 
national council in the former USSR. 2 (Soviet) a 
citizen of the former USSR. 3 hist. a revolutionary 
council of workers, peasants, etc., in Russia before 
1917. @ adj. (usu. Soviet) of or concerning the 
former Sovict Union, [from Russian sovet ‘council’ 
0 Sovietize 7/7 (also -ise:. Sovietization 1. 

sow! /soh/ vf (pas! sowed: fast part. sown or 
sowed) I {also ahso/.) a scatter or put (sced) on or in 
the carth. b often toll. by ch) plant (a field etc.) 
with seed. 2 initiate: arouse (sowed doubl in her mind). 
3 loll. by wv cover thickly with. O sow the seed 


yellow 
soya beans 


SOYA BEANS 
(Glycine max) 


space station 


(or seeds) of first give rise to; implant (an idea 
etc.). [Old English] 6 sower n. sowing 7. 
sow? /rhymes with cow/ n. 1a female adult pig, esp. 
after farrowing, 2 a female guinea pig. 3 the female 
of some other species. [Cld English] 
sown past part. of sow! 
sox Commerce pl. of sock". 
soy 7. 1 (also soy sauce) a sauce made in Japan and 
China with fermented soya beans. 2 = soya |. [from 
Chinese shi-you, from sht ‘salted beans’ + you ‘oil’] 
soya 7. 1 a a leguminous plant, Glycine max, origin- 
ally of SE inane cultivated for its seeds. b (in full 
soya bean) < the seed of this, used as a replace- 
ment for animal protein in certain foods, 
and as flour, oil, tofu, soy sauce, ete. 2 (also 
soya sauce) = soy |. [from Malay soz] 
soybean 7. = soya |. 
sozzled adj. collog. very drunk. [from 
dialect sozzle ‘to mix sloppily’] 


-black span. 1 acurative mineral spring. 2a 
Soya place or resort with this. [from Spa, a 
beans town and resort in Belgium] 


space e 7. 1 a a continuous un- 
limited area or expanse which may or 
may not contain objects etc. b an 
interval between one, two, or three- 
dimensional points or objects (a space of 
10 metres). ¢ an empty area; room (clear a 
space in the corner). d any of a limited 
number of places for a person or thing 
(no spaces lefl at the table). 2 a large un- 
occupied region (the wide open spaces). 
3 a (also outer space) the physical 
universe beyond the earth’s atmosphere. 
b the near-vacuum extending between the planets 
and stars, contaming small amounts of gas and 
dust. 4 an interval of time (i the space of an hour), 
5 the amount of paper used in writing etc. (Aadnt 
the space to discuss ut): 6 a a blank between printed, 
typed, or written words, etc. b Printing a piece of 
metal providing this. 7 Afus. each of the blanks 
between the lines of a staff. 8 freedom to think, be 
oneself, etc. (need my own space). @ v.tr. 1 set or arrange 
at intervals. 2 put spaces between (esp. words, 
letters, lines, etc. In printing, typing, or writing). 
3 (as spaced adj.) (often foll. by out) slang in a state 
of euphoria or diorientation, esp. from taking 
drugs. 0 space out spread out with more or wider 
spaces or intervals between. [from Latin spatium] 
O spacer n. spacing n. (esp. in sense 2 of x). 
space age e 7. the era when space travel has become 
possible. @ aitrib.adj. (space-age) very modern. 
space bar 7. a long key on a typewriter or 
computer keyboard for making a space between 
words etc. 
space blanket 7. a light 
designed to retain heat. 
space cadet 7. 1 a trainee astronaut. 2 collog. a 
person perceived as being out of touch with reality. 


metal-coated sheet 


space capsule ». a small spacecraft. 

spacecraft 1. a vchicle used for travelling in space. 

Space Invaders 7. prop. a computer game in 
which a player shoots at alien spaceships. 

space junk 7. debris from space missions, usu. 
comprising damaged or ejected material from 
spacecraft. 

spaceman 7. (f/. -men; jem. spacewoman, fi. 
-women) a person who travels in space. 

space probe 2. see prone 7. 4, 

space rocket n. a rocket travelling through space, 
or used to launch a spacecraft, 

space-saving ad. 1 occupying little space. 2 that 
saves space. 

spaceship 1. a manned spacecraft. 

space shuttle x. a rocket for repeated use, esp. 
between the earth and a space station. > spacecrart 

space station ». an artificial satellite used as a base 
for operations in space. 


SPACECRAFT 

Spacecraft have been used to collect 
data from around the solar system 
since 1959. Some craft, such as Giotto, 
fly by their target and record infor- 
mation as they pass. Others, such as 
Galileo, go into orbit around a planet. 
Sometimes a spacecraft may send a 
‘lander’ to a planet in order to obtain 
detailed mformation. In 1969, Apollo 
11 became the first crewed space- 
craft to land on the Moon. The 

first reusable spacecraft, the space 
shuttle, was launched 12 years later. 
Spacecraft employ a variety of 
specialized components, including 
thrusters, which make directional 
corrections, and solar panels, which 
convert sunlight into electricity 

used to power on-board systems. 
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spacesuit 7. A a garment designed to allow an 
astronaut to survive in space. 

space-time /. (also space-time continuum) tlic 
fusion of the concepts of space and time, esp. as a 
four-dimensional continuum. 

space travel 7. travel through outer space. O space 
traveller ». 

space walk ». any physical activity by an astronaut 
in space outside a spacecraft. 


spacewoman sce sP\crM AN. 

spacial var. of spyrivi.. 

spacious adj. having ample space; covering a large 
area: roomy. [from Latin spafosus| 0 spaciously 
adv. spaciousness n. 

spade'e 2. 1 a tool used for digging or cutting the 
ground ete., with a sharp-edged metal blade andl a 


long handle. 2 a tool of a similar shape for any of 


various purposes. @ 7/7. dig over (ground) with a 
spade. 0 call a spade a spade speak plainly o1 
blundy. [Old English] o spadeful w. ( p/. -fuls). 

spade? n. 1 aa playing card of a suit denoted by 
black inverted heart-shaped figures with small 
stalks, b (in pl.) this suit. 2 slang offens. a black 
person. O in spades s/ang to a high degree, with 
great force. [from Greek spathé ‘sword, wooden 
blade] 

spadework ». hard or routine preparatory work. 

spaghetti 1. pasta made in solid strings, between 
macaroni and vermicelli in thickness. & 
[{tahan. literally ‘little strings’ | 

spaghetti Bolognese x. spaghetti served with a 
sauce of minced beel. tomato, onion, ete. [Ttahan; 
Bolognese: \terally “of Bologna’ | 


PASTA, 


spaghetti junction 1. By/. ¢u/log. a multi-level road 
junction, csp. on a motorway, 

spaghetti western ». ¢o//og. a western film made 
by Italians, esp. cheaply 

spam n. prop a tinned meat product made mainly 
from ham. [from spiced hav| 

span ev. 1 the full extent from end to end in spac 
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life-support 


or time (the span of a bridge, the whole span of history). 
2 each arch or part of a bridge between piers or 
supports. & arc. 3 the maximum lateral extent of 
an aeroplane, its wings, a bird’s wings, etc. 4 a the 
maximum distance between the ups of the thumb 
and hittle finger. b this as a measurement, equal to 
9 inches. @ w/z (spanned, spanning) | a (of a 
bridge, arch, etc.) stretch from side to side of; 
extend across (the bridge spanned the river|. b (of a 
builder ete.) bridge (a river etc.). 2 extend across 
(space or a period of time etc.). [Old English] 
spandex n. propr a type of stretchy polyurethane 
fabric. {an arbitrary formation from expan] 
spangle e 7. a small thin piece of glittering material, 
esp. used in quantity to ornament a dress etc.; a 
sequin. @ w/r (esp. as spangled adj.) cover with or 
as with spangles (star-spangled; spangled costume). 
[from Old Norse spdng ‘brooch’] 0 spangly ad}. 

Spaniard 7. 1 a a native or national of Spain in 
southern Europe. b a person of Spanish descent. 
2.\. a spear grass. [from Old French Espaignart] 

spaniel 7. 1 a dog of any of various breeds with a 
long silky coat and drooping ears. 2 an obsequious 
or fawning person. [from Old French espaigneul 
‘Spanish (dog) ’| 

Spanish e aj. of or relating to Spain, its people, or 
its language. @ 7. 1 the language of Spain and 
Spanish America. 2 (prec. by the; treated as p/.) the 
people of Spain. [Middle English] 

Spanish fly ». 1 a bright green beetle, Lytta veswatoria. 
2 a toxic preparation of the dried bodies of these 
beetles, formerly used to raise blisters, and sup- 
posedly aphrodisiac. 

Spanish guitar 7. the standard  six-stringed 
acoustic guitar, used esp. for classical and folk 
music. 

Spanish Main 7. /a/. the NE coast of South 
America between the Orinoco river and Panama, 
and adjoining parts of the Caribbean Sea. 

Spanish omelette 7, an omelette containing 
chopped vegetables in the mix. 

Spanish onion »/. a large mild-flavoured onion. 

spank ez: 1 #. slap esp. on the buttocks. 2 intx (of a 
horse etc.) move briskly, esp. between a trot and a 
gallop. @ x. a slap esp. on the buttocks. 

spanker 7. I a person or thing that spanks. 2. Vaut. 
a fore-and-aft sail set on the after side of the 
mizzen-mast. > sHir 

spanking e «7d. 1 (esp. of a horse’s pace) brisk. 
2 collog. striking; excellent. @ ade. collog. very, exceed- 
ingly (spanking clean). @ n. the act or an instance of 
slapping, esp. on the buttocks as a punishment for 
children. 

spanner 7. esp. Bri/. a tool for turning or gripping a 
nut on a screw etc. (cf wrincn 7. 2). spanner in 
the works Bri. a drawback or impediment. 
[based on German spannen “to draw ight’] 

spar! 7. 1a stout pole esp. used for the mast, 
yard, etc., of a ship. 2 the main 
longitucinal beam of an aero- 
plane wing. [from Old Norse] 

spar’ e ini): (sparred, spar- 
ring) 1 (often foll. by a) make 
the motions of boxing without 
landing heavy blows. 2 engage in 
argument. @ 7. 1a sparring motion. 
2a boxing match. [Old Enelish| 

spar® 7. any crystalline, easily cleavable, and 
non-lustrous mineral, c.g. 
fluorspar. [Middle Low 
Osparry ad). 

spare e@ adj. 1 a not required for or- 
dinary use; extra (have no spare cash). 
b reserved lor emergency or occasional 
use (slept in the pare room). © collog. not 
wanted or used by others (a spare seal in 
the front row). 2 lean; thin. 3 scanty; 
frugal; not copious (@ spare diet, a spare 
prove she, @ n. a Spare part: a dupli- 
cate. @ ele 1 afford to give or clo 


calcite or 
German] 


SPARROWHAWK 
WITH PRLY 
elecipiter nisus) 


sparse 


without; dispense with (cannot spare him just now). 
2 a abstain from killing, hurting, wounding, etc. 
(spared his feelings, spared her hfe). b abstain from 
inflicting or causing; relieve from (spare me this talk; 
spare my blushes). 3 be frugal-or grudging of (no 
expense spared). 0 go spare Brit. collog. 1 become 
extremely angry or distraught. 2 be unwanted by 
others. not spare oneself exert one’s utmost 
efforts. to spare left over; additional (an hour to 
spare). (Old English] o sparely adv. spareness 7. 

spare part 7. a duplicate part to replace a lost or 
damaged part of a machine ete. 

spare rib 7. (usu. in p/.) closely trimmed ribs of esp. 
pork. 

spare time e 7. time which is not taken up by one’s 
usual activities; leisure time. @ attrib.adj. (spare- 
time) relating to such ume (spare-time actwity). 

spare tyre 7. 1 an extra tyre carried in a motor 
vehicle for emergencies. 2 collog. a roll of fat round 
the waist. 

sparing adj. 1 inclined to save; economical. 2 re- 
strained; limited. 6 sparingly adz. 

spark e 7. 1 a fiery particle thrown off from a fire, 
or alight in ashes, or produced by a flint, match, 
etc. 2 (often foll. by of) a particle of a quality etc. 
(not a spark of life, a spark of interest). 3 Electr. a a light 
produced by a sudden disruptive discharge through 
the air etc. b such a discharge serving to ignite the 
explosive mixture m an internal-combustion 
engine. 4 a a flash of wit etc. b anything causing 
interest, excitement, etc. @ v, 1 mtr emit sparks of 
fire or electricity. 2 é (often foll. by off) stir into 
activity; initiate (a process) suddenly. 3 inéir. Electr. 
produce sparks at the point where a circuit is inter- 
rupted. [Old English] 0 sparkless ad. sparky 
adj. 

sparking plug 7. Bil. = spark 
PLUG. 

high-tension 

connector 


sparkle e ¢.in/, 1 a emit or seem 
to emit sparks; glitter} glisten (her 
eyes sparkled). b be switty; scin- 
tillate (sparkling reparteé). 2 (usu. as 
sparkling adj.) (of wine etc.) 
effervesce (cf. stiu.! adj. 4). @ n. a 
gleam, spark. [Middle English] 
0 sparklingly adv. sparkly ad). 

sparkler n. 1 a pefson or thing 
that sparkles. 2 a hand-held 
sparkling firework. 3° collog. a 
diamond or other gem. 

spark plug 7. (also sparking 
plug) » a device for firing the 
explosive mixture in an internal- 
combustion engine. & InierNat- 
COMBUS HON LNGIM 


porcelain 


mrilador ss 


metal 
body 


spark gap 


SPARK PLUG 
sparling 7. a European smelt, 
Osmerus eperlanus. [from Old French esperlinge| 
sparring partner n. 1 a boxer employed to 
engage in sparring with another as 
training. 2 a person with whom one 
enjoys arguing. 
sparrow 7. I any small 
finchlike Old World 
bird of the family 
Ploceidae, with brown 
and grey plumage, 
esp. (in full house 
sparrow) Passer 
domesticus. 2 a 
bird resembling 
this in size or 
colour, esp. a 
New World bird of 
the bunting family (song sparrow). [Old 
English| 
sparrowhawk 7. < a small hawk, 
Accipiter nisus, preying on small birds. 
sparse adj. thinly dispersed or scat- 
tered; not dense (sparse population; sparse grey- 
ing hair). [from Latin sparsus ‘scattered’] 
sparsely «ad. sparseness /). sparsity n. 


Spartan 


Spartan e adj. 1 of or relating to Sparta in ancient 
Greece. 2 a courageous, hardy, frugal. b (of « 
regime, conditions, etc.) lacking comfort; austere. 
@ 7. a citizen of Sparta. [from Latin Spartanus| 

spasm 7. 1 a sudden involuntary muscular con- 
traction. 2 a sudden convulsive movement or 
emotion etc. 3 (usu. foll. by of) collog. a brief spell of 
an activity. [based on Greek span ‘to draw, pull’] 

spasmodic aq. 1 of, caused by, or subject to, a spasm 
or spasms (a spasmodic jerk, spasmodic asthma), 2 oc- 
curring or done by fits and starts (spasmodic efforts). 
[from Greek spasmédés| 0 spasmodically ad). 

spastic e ad. 1 often offens. suffermg from cerebral 
palsy. 2 slang offens. weak, feeble, incompetent. 
3 spasmodic. @ z. 1 often offens. a person suffering 
from cerebral palsy. 2 slang offens. a stupid or in- 
competent person. [from Greek spastikos ‘pulling’| 
O spasticity 7. 


u Usage The use of the word spastic in the medical 
sense may be considered offensive as a result of its 
use as an offensive slang term. To avoid offence, the 
term cerebral palsy can be used, e.g. She suffers from 
cerebral palsy rather than She is a spastic. 


spat! past and past part. of seri’. 
spat? x. (usu. in /.) fist. a short gaiter reaching from 
over the instep to just above the ankle. [abbrevi- 
ation of spatierdash ‘a long gaiter’| 
spat? ong. US esp. dial, & collog. @ n. a petty quarrel. 
@ vintr. (spatted, spatting) quarrel pettily. 
spat’ e n. the spawn of shellfish, esp. the oyster. 
@ v. (spatted, spatting) 1 mix: (of an oyster) spawn. 
2 @, shed (spawn). [from Anglo-French] 
spatchcock e 7. a chicken or esp. game bird split 
open and grilled. @ wr treat (poultry) in this way. 
[originally in Irish use] 
spate n. 1 Bril. a river flood (the river is in 
spate). 2 a large or excessive amount. 
[Middle English, Scots & northern 
English] 
spathe 7. Bol. » a large bract or pair 
of bracts enveloping a flower cluster. 
[from Greek spathé ‘broad blade’] 
spatial adj. (also spacial) of or con- 
cerning space (spatial extent). [based 
on Latin spatium ‘space’| 0 spatial- 
ity n. spatialize »/y (also -ise). 
spatially adv. 
spatio-temporal ad. Physws & 
Philos. belonging to both space and 
time or to space-time. O spatio- 
temporally adi: 
spatter ev. 1 /r, a (often foll. by zezth) splash 
(a person etc.) (spattered him wth mud). b scat- 
ter or splash (liquid, mud, etc.) here and 
there. 2 inér. (of rain etc.) fall here and there 
(glass spattered down). @ n. 1 (usu. foll. by of) a 
splash (a spatter of mud). 2 a quick pattering 
sound, {from Dutch spatten ‘to burst, spout’] 
spatula 2. a tool or implement with a broad, blunt, 
ofien flexible blade, used for spreading, scraping, 
mixing (paints), etc. & vrensu.. [Latin, literally ‘litde 
blade’) 
spavin 7. a disease of a horse’s hock with a hard 
bony swelling or excrescence. [from Old French 
espavin| O Spavined ad). 
spawn e 2. 1 a / (also adsol.) 
<4 (of a fish, frog, mollusc, 
or crustacean) releasc or 
deposit (eggs). b mf be 
produced as eggs or young, 
2 t& derog (of people) 
eggs produce (offspring). 3. & 
(spawn) produce or generate, esp. 
in large numbers. @ 2. 
1 < the eggs of fish, frogs, 
etc. 2 the mycelium of a 
fungus, esp. of a cultivated 
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Jemale frog | 
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SPAWNING 


(flower cluster) 


SPATHE AND 
FLOWER O| 
eInthurium 
andreanum 


mushroom. [from Old French espandre ‘to expand’| 
D spawner 7. 
spay w.!7, sterilize (a female animal) by removing the 
ovaries. [from Old French espeer ‘to cut with a sword’ | 
speak »: (asi spoke; pas! parl. spoken) 1 zz, make 
articulate verbal utterances in an ordinary (not 
singing) voice. 2 é a utter (words). b make known 
or communicate (one’s opinion, the truth, etc.) in 
this way. 3 ini. a (foll. by fo, with) hold a conversa- 
tion. b (foll. by of ) mention in writing etc. ¢ (foll. by 
for) articulate the feelings of (another person etc.) in 
speech or writing (speaks for our generation). 4 intr. (foll. 
by (0) a address (a person etc.). b speak in con- 
firmation of or with reference to (spoke to the reso- 
lution; can speak to his innocence). ¢ collog. reprove (spoke 
lo them about ther lateness). 5 intr make a speech 
before an audience etc. 6 /& use or be able to use (a 
specified language) (cannot speak French). 0 not (or 
nothing) to speak of not (or nothing) worth men- 
tioning; practically not (or nothing). speak for 
itself need no supporting evidence. speak for 
oneself 1 give one’s own opinions. 2 not presume 
to speak for others. speak one’s mind speak 
bluntly or frankly. speak out speak loudly or 
freely; give one’s opinion. speak up = speak out. 
speak volumes (of a fact etc.) be very significant. 
[Old English] 0 speakable adj. 
speakeasy 1. (//. -ies) US hist. slang an illicit liquor 
shop or drinking club during Prohibition. 
speaker 7. 1 a person who speaks, esp. in public. 
2 a person who speaks a specified language (esp. in 
comb. a French-speaker). 3 (Speaker) the presiding 
officer in a legislative assembly. 4 = Loupspusker. 
O speakership 7. 
speaking e 7. the act or an instance of uttering 
words etc. @ adj. 1 that speaks; capable of articulate 
specch. 2 (of a portrait) lifelike; true to its subject (@ 
speaking likeness), 3 (in comb.) speaking a specified 
foreign language (French-speaking). 4 
with a reference or from a point 
of view specified (roughly speaking; pro- 
fesstonally speaking). 0 on speaking 
terms (foll. by wih) 1. slightly 
acquainted. 2 on friendly terms. 
speaking acquaintance 7. 1 a 
person one knows slightly. 2 this 
degrce of fainiliarity. 
speaking clock 1. Bril. a tele- 
phone service giving the correct 
time in recorded speech. 
spear e 7. 1 a thrusting or throw- 
ing weapon with a pointed usu. steel 
tip and a long shaft. 2 a similar 
barbed instrument used for catching 
fish etc. 3 a plant shoot, esp. a stem of 
asparagus or broccoli. @ wir pierce or 
strike with or as if with a spear. [Old 
English] 
speargun 7. a gun used to propel a spear 
in underwater fishing. 
spearhead e 7. 1 the point of a spear. 2 an in- 
dividual or group chosen to lead a thrust or attack. 
@ «ir, act as the spearhead of (an attack ete.). 
spearmint 7. a common garden mint, .Mentha 
spicata, used in cookery and to flavour chewing gum. 


§pathe 


spec! 7.0 on spec ¢ollog. in the hope of success; on 
the off chance. 

spec? n. collog. a detailed working description; a 
specification, 

special e adj. 1 a particularly good; exceptional; 
out of the ordinary. b peculiar; specific; not 
general. 2 for a particular purpose (sent on a special 
assignment). 3 in which a person specializes (statistics 
is his special field). 4 relating to or denoting educa- 
tion for children with particular needs, e.g. the 
handicapped. @ 7. a special person or thing, e.g, a 
special constable, train, edition of a newspaper. 
dish on a menu, etc. [from Latin speczahs ‘in- 
dividual’] 0 specially adv. specialness n. 

Special Branch ». (in the UK) a police department 
dealing with political security. 


speck 


special constable 7. Byi/. an officer trained to 
assist the policc, esp. in times of emergency etc. 

special correspondent 7. Bri. a journalist writ- 
ing on special events or a special area of interest. 

special delivery 7. 1 (in the UK) guaranteed 
delivery of a letter within the UK the day after 
posting. 2 (in the US) delivery of mail by a special 
messenger. 

special edition 7. an extra edition of a newspaper 
including later news than the ordinary edition. 

special effects 7.f/. scenic ilusions created for 
films and television by props, camerawork, 
computer graphics, etc. 

specialist 7. (usu. toll. by m) 1 a person who is 
trained in a particular branch of a profession, esp. 
medicine. 2 a person who specially or exclusively 
studies a subject or a particular branch of a subject 
(opp. GENERALIST). O specialism 2. 

speciality 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a special pursuit, product, 
operation, etc., to which a company or a person 
gives special attention. 2 a special feature, charac- 
teristic, or skill. [from Late Latin speczahitas| 

specialize ». (also -ise) 1 intr (often foll. by in) a be 
or become a specialist (specializes in optics). b devote 
oneself to an area of interest, skill, etc. (spectalizes in 
insulting people). 2 Biol. a tr. (esp. wn passwe) adapt or set 
apart (an organ etc.) for a particular purpose. b mir. 
(of an organ etc.) become adapted etc. in this way. 
3 Wz make specific or individual. 0 specialization n. 

special licence 7, ri. a marriage licence allowing 
immediate marriage without banns, or at an 
unusual time or place. 

special pleading 7. 1 Law pleading with reference 
to new facts in a case. 2 (in general use) a specious or 
unfair arguinent favouring the speaker's point of view. 

specialty 2. (p/. -ies) esp. N. Amer. = sprctauity. 

speciation 7. Biol. the formation of new species in 
the course of evolution. 0 speciate u.znér. 

specie /spee-shee/ n. coin money as opposed to 
paper money. [from Latin phrase im specie “in the 
actual form’| 

species 7. (p/. same) 1 a class of things having some 
common characteristics. 2 Biol. a group of living 
organisms consisting of related similar individuals 
capable of exchanging genes or interbreeding, 3 a 
kind or sort. (Latin, literally ‘appearance, kind, 
beauty | 

specific e ad. 1 clearly defined; definite (has no 
specific name; told me so in specific terms). 2 relating to a 
particular subject; peculiar (a style specific to that). 
@ n. a specific aspect or factor (shall we discuss 
specifics). [from Late Latin specificus| 0 specifically 
adv. specificity n. 

specification 7. 1 the act or an instance of speci- 
fying; the state of being specified. 2 a (esp. in fi.) 
a detailed description of the construction, work- 
manship, materials, etc. of work done or to be 
done. b a specified standard of workmanship, 
materials, etc. (built to a high specification). 

specific gravity n. = R0),ATIV!, DENSITY. 

specify vir (-ies, -ied) 1 (also abso.) name or 
mention expressly (specified the type he needed). 2 (usu. 
foll. by that + clause) name as a condition (specified 
thal he must be paid at once). 3 include in specifications 
(a French window was noi specified). [from Late Latin 
specifware| O specifiable adj. specifier n. 

specimen ». 1 an individual or part taken as an 
example of a class or whole, esp. when used for 
investigation or scientific examination. 2 Med. a 
sample of urime for testing, 3 collog. a person or 
animal of a specified sort (a fine specimen). [Latin] 

specious ad). 1 superficially plausible but actually 
wrong (4@ specious argument). 2 misleadingly attractive 
in appearance. [Middle English in sense ‘beautiful’: 
from Latin speciosuy ‘tair’] O speciously adv 
speciousness 7. 

speck e 7. 1 a small spot. dot, or stain. 2 (foll. by 
of ) a particle (speck of dirt). 3 a rotten spot in fruit. 
@ «./7 (esp. as specked adj.) mark with specks. [Old 
English] o speckless ad). 


speckle 


speckle e 7. a small spot, mark, or 
stain, esp. in quantity on the skin, 
a bird’s egg, etc. @ utr (esp. as 
speckled adj.) < mark with 
speckles or patches. [from 
Middle Dutch speAkel} 
specs n.pl. collog. a pair of 
spectacles. 
spectacle 7. 1 a public 
show, ceremony, etc. 2 any- 
thing attracting public atten- 
tion (a charming spectacle, a 
disgusting spectacle. O make a 
spectacle of oneself make 
oneself an object of ridicule. 
[from Latin spectaculum| 
spectacled ad. 1 wearing spectacles. 2 (of an 
animal) having markings resembling spectacles. 
spectacles n.p/. (US usu. joc.) a pair of lenses in a 
frame resting on the nose and ears, used to correct 
detective eyesight or protect the eyes. 
spectacular e adj. 1 of or like a public show; strik- 
ing, lavish. 2 strikingly large or obvious (a spectacular 
increase in output). @ n. an event intended to be spec- 
tacular, esp. a musical. 0 spectacularly adz. 
spectate winir, be a spectator, esp. al a sporting 
event. [back-formation from sec. tator| 
spectator 7. a person who looks on at a show, 
game, incident, etc. [Latin] 0 spectatorial ad). 
spectator sport 7. a sport providing popular 
entertainment for spectators. 
spectra p/. of sprcrrum. 
spectral aq. 1 a of or relating to spectres or ghosts. 
b ghostlike. 2 of or concerning spectra or the spec- 
trum (spectral colours). O spectrally adb, 


SPECKLED 
SNIPE’S EGG 


spectral analysis 7. 1 chemical analysis using a 
spectroscope. 2 analysis of hght, sound, etc. into a 
spectrum. 

spectre 7. (('S specter) 1 a ghost. 2 a haunting 
presentiment or preoccupation (te spectre of war). 
[French] 

spectro- comb. form a spectrum. 

spectrogram ». 4 record obtained with a spectro- 
graph. 

spectrograph 7. an apparatus for photographing 
or otherwise recording spectra. O spectrographic 
adj. spectrographically adi. spectrography n. 

spectrometer /spek-trom-i-ter/ 7. an inswument 
used for the measurement of observed spectra. 
O spectrometric ad. spectrometry 7. 

spectroscope 7. an instrument for producing and 
recording spectra for examination. 0 spectro- 
scopic adj. spectroscopically adv. spectro- 
scopist 7. spectroscopy 7. 

spectrum 7. (//. spectra) I a band of colours, 
as seen ina rainbow ete. & uicht. 2 the entire range 
of wavelengths of clectromagnetic radiation. 
D> LLLGCTROMAGMEFIC RADLATION. 3 an image or distribu- 
tion of components of any electromagnetic radi- 
ation arranged in a progressive series according to 
wavelength. 4 a similar image or distribution of 
components of sound, particles, etc., arranged 
according to frequency, charge, energy, etc. 5 the 
entire range or a wide range of anything arranged 
by degree or quality etc. [Latin, literally ‘image, 
apparition | 

spectrum analysis 7. = spec) RAL ANALYSIS. 

specula f/. of sprovion. 

specular iron ore 7. lustrous haematite. 

speculate ¢. 1 inir (usu. foll. by on, upon, about) form 
a theory or conjecture, esp. without a firm factual 
basis; meditate (speculated on their prospects). 2 tr. (foll. 
by that, how, etc. + clause) conjecture, consider 
(speculated how he might achiece it). 3 mtr invest in 
stocks etc, in the hope of gain but with the possi- 
bility of loss. [based on Latin speculatus ‘observed’] 

speculation n. speculative adj. speculatively 
adv. speculator 2. 

speculum 7. ( //. specula) 1 Surgery an instrument 

for dilating the cavities of the human body foi 


inspection. 2 a mirror, usu. of polished metal, esp. 
(formerly) in a reflecting telescope. [Latin, literally 
‘mirror’ | 

sped past and past part. of srecn. 

speech 7. 1 the faculty or act of speaking. 2 a usu. 
formal address or discourse delivered to an audi- 
ence or assembly. 3 a manner of speaking (a man of 
blunt speech). 4 the language of a nation, region, 
group, etc. [Old English] o speechful aq. 

speech day 2. Br. an annual prize-giving day in 
many schools, usu. marked by speeches etc. 

speechify v.intz: (-ies, -ied) joc. or derog. make esp. 
boring or long speeches. 0 speechifier 7. 

speechless adj. 1 temporarily unable to speak 
because of emotion etc. (speechless with rage). 2 dumb. 
oO speechlessly adv. speechlessness 7. 

speech therapy ». treatment to improve defective 
speech. 0 speech therapist n. 

speed e 7. 1 rapidity of movement (zezth all speed; at full 
speed). 2 a rate of progress or motion over a distance 
in time. 3 a each of the possible gear ratios of a bi- 
cycle. b esp. US or archaw such a gear in a motor ve- 
hicle. 4 Photog a the sensitivity of film to light. b the 
light-gathering power or f-number of a lens. ¢ the 
duration of an exposure. 5 slang an amphetamine 
drug, esp. methamphetamine. @ «. (pas! and past part. 
sped) 1 inir. go fast. 2 (past and past parl. speeded) 
mir. (of a motorist etc.) travel at an illegal or danger- 
ous speed. 3 f send fast or on its way (speed an arrow 
from the bow’). 4 intr, & tr, archaic be or make prosper- 
ous or successful. O at speed moving quickly. speed 
up move or work at greater speed. [Old English] 
O speeder 7. 

speedball 7. collog. a mixture of cocaine with 
heroin. 

speedboat n. a motor boat designed for high 
speed. 

speed bump ». (also Bri. speed hump) a trans- 
verse ridge in the road to contra: the speed of vehicles. 

speed limit 7. the maximum permitted speed for a 
road vehicle, boat, etc., im a particular area etc, 

speed merchant 7. collog. a motorist who enjoys 
driving fast. 

speedo 2. ( f/. -os) Brit. collog. = serepomerer. 

speedometer 7. an instrument on a motor vehicle 
etc. indicating its speed. 

speedway 1. 1 a motorcycle racing. b a stadium or 
track used for this. 2.\. Amer. aa road or track used 
for motor car racing. b a highway for fast 
motor traffic. 

speedwell 1. » any small herbaceous 
plant of the genus Féronica, with tiny blue 

or pink flowers. 

speedy a7). (speedier, speediest) 1 mov- 
ing quickly. 2 done without delay; prompt 
(a speedy answer). 0 speedily adv. speedi- 
ness //, 

speleology x. 1 the scientific study of 
caves. 2 the exploration of caves. 
[based on Greek spélaion ‘cave’| 
a speleological ad. speleolo- 
gist n. 

spell’ utr (past and past part. 
spelled or esp. Brit. spelt) 1 (also 
absol.) write or name the letters 
that form (a word ete.) in correct 
sequence (spell ‘exaggerate’: cannot 
spell properly). 2 a (of letters) make 
up or form (a word etc.). b (of 
circumstances, a scheme, etc.) result in; involve 
(spell ruin). 0 spell out 1 make out (words, writing, 
etc.) letter by letter. 2 explain in detail (spelled oul 
what the change would mean). [from Old French 
espel(Ver] 

spell? n. 1a form of words used as a magical charm 
or incantation. 2 an attraction or fascination ex- 
ercised by a person, activity, quality, etc. O under 
a spell mastered by or as if by a spell. [Old 
English| 

spell® en. 1 a short or fairly short period (a cold spell 


SPEEDWELL: 
GERMANDER 
SPEEDWELL 
( Veronica 
chamaedrys) 


sperm oil 


in April). 2 a turn of work (did a spell of woodwork). 
3 Austral. a period of rest from work. @ wintry, Austral. 
take a brief rest. [Old English] 

spellbind ui, (past and past part. spellbound) 
1 bind with or as if with a spell; entrance. 2 (as 
spellbound adj.) entranced, fascinated, esp. by a 
speaker, activity, quality, etc. 0 spellbinder x. 
spellbindingly adv. 

spell-check Computing e n. a check of the spelling in 
a file of text, using a spelling checker. @ vf check 
the spelling in (a text) using a spelling checker. 

spell-checker 7. = sPELiinc CHECKER. 

speller x. a person who spells esp. in a specified way 
(is a poor speller. 

spellican var. of sPiLukin. 

spelling 7. 1 the process or activity of writing or 
naming the letters of a word etc. 2 the way a word 
is spelled. 3 the ability to spell (hes spelling 1s weak). 

spelling-bee 7. a spelling competition. 

spelling checker n. a computer program which 
checks the spelling of words in files of text, usually 
by comparison with a stored list of words. 

spelt! past and past part. of spr... 

spelt? n. a kind of wheat, Triticum spelta, formerly 
cultivated. [from Old Saxon spelta] 

spelunker 7. V. Amer. a person who explores caves, 
esp. as a hobby. [based on Latin spelunca ‘cave’] 
O spelunking 7. 

spencer 7. 1 a short close-fitting jacket. 2 a woman’s 
thin usu. woollen under-bodice. 

spend e vi: ( past and past part. spent) 1 (usu. foll. by 
on) a (also absol.) pay out (money) in making a 
purchase etc. b pay out (money) for a particular 
person’s benefit or for the umprovement of a thing 
(had to spend £200 on the car). 2 a use or consume 
(tume or energy). b (also reff.) use up; exhaust; wear 
out. 3 (as spent adj.) having lost its original force or 
strength; exhausted (the storm is spent; spent bullets). 
@ x. 1 the action or art act of spending money. 2 an 
amount spent, expenditure. 0 spend a penny B87. 
collog. urinate or defecate. [from Latin expendere| 
Ospendable ad. spender 7. — 

spending money.7. pocket money. 

spendthrift e@ 7, an extravagant person; a 

prodigal. @ adj. extravagant; prodigal. 

spent past and past part. of spenn. 

sperm ”. (#/. same or sperms) 1 = sprrw- 

atozoon, 2 the male reproductive fluid 
containing spermatozoa; semen. 
[from Greek sperma ‘seed’] 
spermaceti /sper-ma-see-ti/ 7n. a 
white waxy substance produced by the 

sperm whale to aid buoyancy, and used in 

the manufacture of candles, ointments, etc. 
{from Late Latin sperma ‘sperm’ + ceti ‘of a 
whale’, from the belief that it was whale 
spawn] 0 spermacetic ad). 
spermatic cord 7. Anal. a 
bundle of nerves, ducts, and 

blood vessels connecting the 

testicles to the abdominal cavity. 

C REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS 

spermatozoon /sper-m4-t0-zoh- 
6n/ xn. (pl. spermatozoa) » the 
mature motile male sex cell in 
animals. [from Greek sperma ‘seed’ 
+ zion ‘animal’|] 0 spermatozoal 
adj. spermatozoan adj. 

sperm bank 7. a supply of semen 
stored for use in artificial insemin- 
ation. 


| 


ACTOSOME 


flagellum 


sperm count 7. the number of 
(tail, 


spermatozoa in one ejaculation or a 
measured amount of semen. 
spermicide 7. a substance able to kill 
spermatozoa. 0 spermicidal ad. 
sperm oil 7. an oil obtained from 
the head of a sperm whale 


and used as a lubricant. SPERMATOZOON 


sperm whale 


SPERM WHALE 
(Physeter macrocephalus) 


sperm whale 7. A a large whale, Physeter macro- 
cephalus, hunted for spermaceti, sperm oil, and 
ambergris. > GETACEAN, WHALE 

spew ». (also spue) 1 &% & mir (often foll. by up) 
vomit. 2 (often foll. by owt) a & expel (contents) 
rapidly and forcibly. b mir. (of contents) be expelled 
in this way. [Old English] 0 spewer n. 

SPF addy. sun protection factor (indicating the effect- 
iveness of protective creams etc.). 

sphagnum ~. (//. sphagna) (in full sphagnum 
moss) any moss of the genus Sphagnum, growing in 
bogs and peat, and used as fertilizer etc. [from 

Greek sphagnos, name of a moss] 

sphere 7. 1 <a solid figure, or its 

surface, with every point on its 
surface equidistant from its 
centre. 2 an object having this 
shape; a ball or globe. 3 hist. 
each of a series of revolving 
concentrically arranged spher- 
ical shells in which celestial 

bodies were formerly thought to 

be set in a fixed relationship. 

4 aa field of action, influence, or 


SPHERE 


SPICE 


In the past, spices were often used to mask the taste ofan unpalatable 


existence. b a (usu. specified) 
stratum of society or social 
class. OQ music (or harmony) 
of the spheres the natural 
harmonic tones sup- 
posedly produced 
by the move- 
ment of the 
celestial 
spheres (see 
sense 3) or the bodies fixed in them. [from Greek 
sphaira ‘ball’| a spheral ad). 
sphere of influence 7. the claimed or recognized 
area of a state’s interests, an individual’s control, 
(alley 
spheric adj. = sputricaL. 0 sphericity 7. 
spherical adj. 1 shaped like a sphere; globular. 2 a of 
or relating to the properties of spheres (spherical 
geometry). b formed inside or on the surface of a 
sphere (spherical triangle). O spherically adz. 
spherical angle 7. an angle formed by the inter- 
section of two great circles of a sphere. 
spheroid ». a spherelike but not perfectly spherical 
body. 0 spheroidal ad. spheroidicity n. 
sphincter 7. Anai. a ring of muscle surrounding 
and serving to guard or close an opening or tube, 


esp. the anus. [from Greek sphight@r] 0 sphincteral _ 


adj. sphincteric ad). 
sphinx 7. 1 (Sphinx) (in Greek mythology) the 


winged monster of Thebes, having a woman’s | 


head and a lion’s body. 2 Antig. a any of several 
ancient Egyptian stone figures having a lion’s body 
and a human or animal head. b (the Sphinx) the 
huge sphinx near the Pyramids at Giza. 3 an en- 
igmatic or inscrutable person. [from Greek Sphigx] 


FRAGRANT SPICES 


pods 


spice 


sphygmomanometer 7. ¥ an instrument for 
measuring blood pressure. [based on Greek sphugmos 
‘pulse’] O sphygmomanometric ad). 


pressure 


sphygmomanometer 
scale 


mercury level 
bulb 


cuff 


Stethoscope 
head 


SPHYGMOMANOMETER BEING USED TO 
MEASURE BLOOD PRESSURE 


spic 7. U'S slang offens. a Spanish-speaking person 
from Central or S. America or the Caribbean, esp. 
a Mexican. [abbreviation of sfggoty, in same sense] 
spice e 7. 1 ¥ an aromatic or pungent vegetable 
substance used to flavour food, e.g. cloves, pepper, 
or mace. 2 spices collectively (a dealer in spice). 3 an 


sticky 


powder 


meal, and were usually so expensive that only the wealthy could afford 
them. Today, spices are a common feature of everyday meals, and can 
be divided into three groups. Hot spices, such as pepper, stimulate the 
palate and increase perspiration. Fragrant spices, such as mace, add 
a pungent, sweet taste, and can be sedi in a variety of dishes. Colourmg 
spices, such as turmeric, give meals a distinctive, often vibrant, hue. 


qual 


COLOURING SPICES ——— 


powde 


powder 


‘ wi i | 
CARDAMOM Pa a) soy 2) Ge) CINNAMON ] 
dried flower 
buds | powder powder 
| : 
rool 


TURMERIC 


powder 


dried stigmas 


PAPRIKA SAFE RON 


seeds 


HOT SPICES — 
ae 


powdei 
powder 


pepper- 
. nS 
powder 


PeEE AR 


powder 


CEOS CUMIN. 


CORIANDER 


powder powder 


seeds 


CAYENNE 


MUSTARD 


: flakes 


blade 


powder 


CHILLI u GARAWAY bee ER MACE 


799 


spick and span : spiky 


fourth walking 


leg 


SPIDER third walking leg 


‘There are 40,000 known species of spider, most of which can be divided second 
into the suborders Mygalomorphae (spiders with fangs that bite downwards,  wathing 

and Araneomorphae (spiders with fangs that bite sideways). Spiders’ victims 2 eit de 
are either ensnared in a web (made of silk produced by the spider’s \ a 
spimnerets), or pounced on. Captured prey is injected with paralysing _ 
venom from the spider's fangs, which are connected to poison glands. 


spanneret 


INTERNAL ANATOMY ~ abdomen 
OF A FEMALE SPIDER é : a 
: heart _, digestive gland —. cephalothorax 
yucking ij i 
brain stomach a a, _ intestine 
XK _- cloaca je walking femur 
< 8 dipalp| _/ 
; pee ‘ edipal / \ 
semple eve f _- ovary pearpalp / \ patella 
AP : = = => Ss ua Jang / tibia ’ 
| | potson gland —— Leas 1 2 _.— spinneret EXTERNAL FEATURES 
“ay : é OF A BIRD-EATING 
fang —— silk gland metatarsus ; 
. | vagina iduct SPIDER 
mouth g < oviduc i. 
hook lune, tarsus (Theraphosa species) 
seminal receptacle 
clave 
EXAMPLES OF OTHER SPIDERS — - 
‘i: te 5 
MYGALOMORPHAE / ARANEOMORPHAE é . t . 
ca , ‘ 
' = ~ 
y 
y JUMPING SPIDER “ x 
Sse ere pile : DADDY LONGLEGS SPIDER HOUSE SPIDER 
SYDNEY FUNNELWEB (Plexippus paykullr) ey : : 
SPIDER ' (Pholcus phalangioides) ‘ (Tegenania gigantea) 
Atrax robustus) [ / 
|) f 
\& 
é 
2, \ 
/ 
i SS 
MENICAN RED-LEGGED BLACK WIDOW 
LARANTULA TRAPDOOR SPIDLR ORB SPIDER SPIDER GIANT GRAB SPIDER WOLI SPIDER 
(Euathlus emilia) (Uimmidia species) (Nuctenea umbratica) (Latrodectus mactans) (Ohos species) (Lycosa species) 
interesting or piquant quality. e wi 1 flavour with Tetranychus urtiae, a serious garden running shoe to prevent slipping. b (in pi.) a pair 
spice. 2 add an interesting or piquant quality to (a boos and hothouse pest. of running shoes with spikes. 3 a Brit. a pointed 
S sped with humour). {fron Latin species ‘specific kind’ | spider monkey 7.» any S. American metal rod standing on a base and used 
spick and span adj. (also spic and span) 1 neal monkey of the genera Aleles and for filing rejected news items. b a similar 
and clean. 2 smart and new. {from sfick and span Brachyteles, with long limbs and a pre- spike used for bills etc. @ vtr 1 a fasten or 
new’, emphatic extension of Middle English span hensile tail. & primar provide with spikes. b fix on or pierce 
new ‘completely new | spider plant 7. a southern African plant, with spikes. 2 (of a newspaper editor 
spicy «dj. (also spicey) (spicier, spiciest) 1 of, Chlorophytum comosum (lily family), with etc.) reject (a story) by filing it on 
flavoured with, or fragrant with spice. 2 a piquant, long narrow striped leaves. a spike. 3 collog. a lace (a drink) 
pungent. b sensational or improper (a spicy stor) spidery ad). elongated and thin (spidery with alcohol, a drug, etc. 
Oo spicily adv. spiciness n. handwriting). b contaminate (a substance) 
spider e7. 1 a A any eight-legged arthropod of the spiel /shpeel/ slang e n. a glib speech with something added. 4 Aust. 
order Araneae with a round unsegmented body, or story, esp. a salesman’s patter. . plug up the vent of (a gun) with a 
many of which spin webs for the capture of insects ev. 1 imix speak glibly; hold forth. 2 tr spike. Oo spike a person’s guns spoil his or her 
as food. b any of various similar or related arach- reel off (patter etc.). [German, lit- plans. [Middle English] 
nids. 2 any object comparable to a spicler, esp. as erally “play, game’] spike® n. Bol. a flower cluster formed of many 
having numerous OF promun nt legs or rachating spieler /shpee-ler/ n. slang 1 esp. flower heads attac hed closely on a long stem. > 1n- 
spokes. @ v. L mf. move in a scutting manner suggest- US a person who spiels. 2 Austral. & rokesceNce. [from Latin spica ‘ear of corn, spike’ | 
ive of a spider. 2 fr. cause to move or appear in this NZ a gambler; a swindler, spike heel 2. a high tapering heel of a shoe 
way {Old English, related to spin] spiderish ad}. spigot 7. 1 a small peg or plug, esp. spikelet n. a small spike; esp. the basic unit 
spider crab 7. any of various crabs of the family for insertion into the vent of a cask. SPIDER MONKEY: of a grass flower, with two bracts at the base. 
Majidae with a pear-shaped body and long thin legs. 2 a US a tap. b a device for control- BLACK-HANDLD — soikenard n. 1 hist. a costly perfumed 
> CRA : oF . SPIDER MONKE : . 
C ERNE ling the flow of liquid in a tap. [Middle ey R MONKEY ointment. 2 the plant from whose rhizome 
spiderman 1“. (//. -men) 47. collog. a person who English] (Ateles geoffroyt) this was prepared, probably the 
works at great heights in building construction. spike'e n. 1 aa sharp point. b a pointed Himalayan Nardostachys grandiflora. [from 
spider mite 7. (in full red spider mite) a plant- piece of metal, esp. the top of an iron railing etc. medieval Latin spica nardi] 
eatmg mite of the family Tetranychidae. esp 2 a any of several metal points on the sole of a spiky adj. (spikier, spikiest) 1 like a spike; having 


BOO 


spill 


many spikes. 2 collog. easily offended; prickly. 0 spiki- 
ly adi. spikiness 7. 

spill’ e ». (past and past part. spilt or spilled) 1 ini: 
© fr fall or run or cause (a liquid, powder, etc.) to fall 
or run out of a vessel, esp. unintentionally. 2 a (x @ 
intr. throw from a vehicle, saddle, etc. b intr (esp. of 
a crowd) tumble out quickly from a place etc. 3 ls: 
slang disclose (information etc.). @ n. 1 a the act or 
an imstance of spilling or being spilt. b a quantity 
spilt. 2 a tumble or fall, esp. froni a horse etc. (had a 
nasty spill). 0 spill the beans collog. divulge infor- 
mation etc, spill blood be guilty of bloodshed. 
spill the blood of kill or injure (a person). spill 
over 1 overflow. 2 (of a surplus population) be 
forced to move. [Old English spillan ‘to kill’| 0 spill- 
age i. spiller 7. 

spill? ». a thin strip of wood, folded or twisted paper, 
etc., used for lighting a fire, a pipe, etc. [Middle 
English] 

spillikin 7. (also spellican) 1 a splinter of wood, 
bone, etc. 2 (in pi.) a game in which a heap of 
spulikins is to be removed one at a time without 
moving the others. 

spillover x. 1 a the process or an instance of 
spilling over. b a thing that spills over. 2 a con- 
sequence, repercussion, or by-product. 

spillway 7. a passage for surplus water from a dain. 

spilt pas! and past part. of sri. 

spin e 7. (spinning; /as/ spun or span: fas! part. 
spun) 1 ini: G fr turn or cause (a person or thing) to 
turn or whirl round quickly. 2 @ (also ahsol.) a draw 
out and twist (wool, cotton, ete.) mto threads. b make 
(yarn) in this way. 3 / (of a spiders, silkworm, etc., 
make (a web, a cocoon, etc.) by extruding a fine 
viscous thread. 4 # tell or write fa story ete.) (spiny a 
good tale). 5 t impart spin to (a ball). 6 atx (of a 
person’s head ete.) be dizzy through excitement, 
astonishment, ete. 7 ifr. esp. Crickel (of a ball) move 
through the air with spin. 8 & (as spun ad).: 
converted into threads (spun sugar). 9 tr. Loss (a coin). 
10 ¢ = spin dry (sce spin-pever). @ 2. 1 a spinning 
motion; a whirl. 2 an aircraft’s diving descent 
combined with rotation. 3 a a revolving motion 
through the air, c.g. of a ball in flight. b Cricket a 
twisting motion given to the ball in bowling. 
4 colloy. a brief drive in a Vehicle ete., esp. for pleas- 
ure. 5 esp. CS Polit. a bias in information to give a 
favourable impression. 0 spin off throw off by 
centrifugal force in spinning. spin out 1 prolong (a 
discussion etc.). 2 make (a story, moncy, ete.) last as 
long as possible. 3 consume (time ete,, by discussion 

or in an occupation cte.), [Old 
Enelish] 

spina bifida /spy-na bif-i- 

da/ n. a congenital defect of 

the spine, in which part of 
the spinal cord protudes 
[modern Latin} 


weal 


Ce 


cr tebedtinn 


athe spinach ni. 1 a green garden 
vegetable, Spinacia oleracea, 

Pe: 2 

baal with succulent leaves. 2. the 

mit 


leaves of this plant used as food. 
D> ViGhI\BL.. O spinachy ad). 
spinach beet 7. a variety of beetroot 
cultivated for its edible leaves. 
spinal adj. of or relating to the spine. 
|from Late Latin spmalis| 0 spinally 
adv. 
spinal column ». the spine. 
spinal cord 7. <a cylindrical structure 
of the central nervous system enclose« 
in the spine. & BLAvD, NERVOUS SySTLAL, 
PERIPUILI AL NERVOUS SYSTEM 
spin bowler 7. Criche/ 
an expert at bowling 
with spm. 


Ffilum 


terminale 


VAC 


Z spindle 7. laa 
“SPINAL CORD: pin in a spinning 
CROss-srction wheel used for —_four-actave 
OF THE HUMAN twisting ancl wind- keyboard 
SPINAL GORD ing the thread. 


b a small bar with tapered ends used for the same 
purpose in hand-spinning. e€ a pin bearing the 
bobbin of a spinning machine. 2 a pin or axis that 
revolves or on which somethiyg revolves. 3 US = 
spk.’ n. 3a. 4 a turned piece of wood used as a 
banister, chair leg, ete. {Old English| 

spindle-shaped «dj. having a circular cross-section 
and tapering towards each end. 

spindle tree . a small tree of the genus Evonymus, 
having hard wood formerly used for spindles. 

spindly «adj. (spindlier, spindliest) long or tall 
and thin: thin and weak. 

spin doctor n. collog. a political spokesperson 


employed to give a favourable interpretation of 


events to the media. 

spindrift n. spray on the surface of the sea. [Scots 
variant of spoondrifl trom obsolete spoun “to scud’| 

spin-dryer 7. (also spin-drier) a machine for 
drying wet clothes ete. centrilugally in a revolving 
drum. o spin-dry %/7: 

spine 7. 1 ¥ a series of vertcbrac extending from the 
skull to the small of the back: the backbone. & sxit- 
IMPOR, VERELBRA, 2 [00l. & Bot. any hard pointed process 
or structure, & siv crCHIS, suCCULENT. 3a sharp ridge 
or projection of a mountain range cite. 4 a central 
feature, main support, or source of strength. 5 the 
part of a book's jacket or cover that encloses the inner 
edges of the pages. [from Latin sina ‘thorn, back- 
bone’] a spined ad). 


allas 
cervical a 


crtelnty 


spinous process 


thoract 


verlebrae —— 


vertebral bod) 


lumbar 
vertebrae 
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spine-chiller ». 4 frightening story, film, ete 
0 spine-chilling ad). 

spineless adj. 1 a having no spine: invertebrate. 
b tof an animal or plant: having no spines. 2 of a 
person weak and purposcless. O spinelessly adi 
spinelessness /i. 

spinet 7. fi. ¥ a small harpsichord with obhque 
strings. [from Ltalian spaetta ‘virginal, spinct’| 


sounding 
_ board 


jacks | 


fuming piny 


1 Vee 
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spirant 


spinnaker »n. a large triangular sail carried op- 
posite the mainsail of a racing yacht. fanciful from 
Sphinx, name of the yacht first using 1t] 

spinner 7), 1 a person or thing that spins. > ukc kw. 
2 Cricket aa spin bowler. b a spun ball. 3a spin-dryer. 
4a fly for esp. trout-fishing. b revolving bait. 3 a 
manufacturer or merchant engaged in (esp. cotton- 
spinning. 

spinneret 7. 1 the spinning-organ in a spider cte. 
> spipnr. 2 a device for forming filaments of 
synthetic fibre. 

spinney 2. (/)/. -eys) Bri/. a small wood: a thicket. 
(from Latin spinel “thicket’] 

spinning /. the act or an instance of spinning, 

spinning jenny /. /1/s/. a machine for spinning with 
more than one spindle ata ume. 

spinning top 7, = 10°. 

spinning wheel ». a household machine for spin- 
ning yarn or thread with a spindle driven by a 
wheel attached to a crank or treadle. 

spin-off 7. an incidental result or results esp. as a 
side benefit from industrial technology. 

spinster 7. 1 an unmarried woman. 2 a woman, 
esp. elderly. thought unlikely to marry. [Middle 
Enelish, originally in sense “woman who spins’| 
2 spinsterhood /. spinsterish «dj. 

spiny adj. \spinier, spiniest, 1 [ull of spincs; 
prickly. 2 perplexing. troublesome, thorny, 0 spini- 
ness /. 

spiny anteater #2. = Lc1p\\. 

spiny lobster 7. W any of various large edible 
crustaceans of the famuly Palinuridac, esp. Palmurus 
vulvar, with a spiny shell and no large anterior 
claws. 


cephalothorar, , spiny shell 


telson abdomen 


vecomamerel 


SPINY LOBSTER 
Palinurus vulgaris 


spiraea /spy-ree-i/ 7. ((S spirea any shrub of 
the genus Spaaea ose family), with clusters of small 
white or pink flowers. [fram Greek speraia| 
spiral e adj. 1 wincling about a centre in an enlarg- 
ing or decreasing continuous circular motion, cither 
on a plane or rising ina cone. 2 winding continu- 
ously along or as W along a evimeler, hike the thread 
of ascrew. en. La plane or three-cdimensional spiral 
curve. 2a spiral sprig. 3 a spiral formation in a 
shell etc. 4 a progressive rise or fall of prices etc., 
cach responding to an upward or downward 
stimulus provided by the other. 
e:. \spiralled, spiralling; ('S 
spiraled, spiraling: 1 i/), 
move in a spiral course, 
esp. upwards or down- 
wards, 2 4. make spiral. 
3 wt. esp. Evon. vol 
prices, Wages, ¢tc., rise 
or fall, esp. rapicly, 
|lrom) mecheval Latin 
ypralis| O spirally adi 
spiral galaxy 1. Pm a 
galaxy in which the matter 
is concentrated mainly in one 
or more spiral arms, & 6 vty 


sprral avn) 


spiral staircase 1). 4 st.ir- 

cas¢ Ming in a spiral SPIRAL GALAXY 

round a central anis, 

spirant /’horel. @ ad). ol a consonant 
uttered with a comtmuous expulsion 
of breath. esp. tricative. @ 7. such a 
consonant, [from Latin ypuare 
‘breathing | 


So 


UNCLES 


spire 


spire ex. 1 a tapering conical or pyramidal struc- 
ture built esp. on a church tower. & GArHLpRvL. 2 any 
tapering thing, e.g. the spike of a flower. @ v.47, pro- 
vide with a spire. [Old English] 

spirea (Svar. of srinata. 

spirillum /spy-rill-tun/ 7. (p/. spirilla) any bac- 
terium with a rigid spiral structure, esp. one of the 
genus Spirilum. [based on Latin spira ‘co | 

spirit e 7. 1a the vital animating essence of a person 
or animal (broken in spirit). b the soul, 2 a a rational 
or intelligent being without a material body. b a 
ghost, fairy, etc. 3 a prevailing mental or moral 
condition or attitude (look it in the wrong spiril). & (usu. 
in pl.) esp. Brit, stwwong distilled liquor, e.g. brandy. 
whisky, gin, rum. 5 (C'S esp. in p/.) aa distilled liquid 
essence (spoil of turpentine). b a distilled alcohol 
(methylated spirit). ca solution of a volatile principle 
in alcohol (spit of ammonia). 6 a a person's charac- 
ter ‘has an unbending spiril), b a person characterize d 
in a specifiedl way (4 an ardent spiril}, © courage, 
energy, vivacity ( played with spirit). 7 the real mean- 
ing as opposed to lip-service or verbal expression 
the spirit of the law). @ v.b. (spirited, spiriting, (usu. 
foll. by aeay, off. etc.) convey rapicly and secretly by 
or as if by spirits. o in for in the spirit scnsed 
psychologically as giving support though not 
present physically, [from Latin spirits breath, 
spirit | 

spirited adj. 1 full of spirit; animated, couragcous (a 
spirited attack), 2 haying a spirit or spirits of a speci- 
fied kind igh spirited. 0 spiritedly ad. spirited- 
ness //. 

spirit gum 7. a quick-drying solution of gum used 
esp. for attaching false hair. 

spirit lamp ». a lamp burning methylated or other 
volatile spirits instead of oil. 

spiritless adj. lacking courage, vigour, or vivacity. 
U spiritlessly adv. spiritlessness 7. 


spirit level 7. <a device consisting of 


a sealed glass tube nearly filled with 
usu. alcohol, containing an air bubble 
whose position 1s used to test horizon- 
tality and verticality. 
spiritual e «dj. 1 of or concerning the 
spirit as opposed to matter. 2 con- 
cerned with sacred or religious thinys 
(spirtual songs). 3 \of the mind etc.) 
refined, sensitive. 4 concerned with 
the spirit etc,, not with external reality 
this sporttual home). @ 0. = Ni RO SPIRITUAL. 
[from Latin spirituahs) 0 spirituality 
x, spiritually ad. spiritualness 1. 
spiritualism 7, I the beliel that the 
spirits of the dead can communicate 
with the living, esp. through mediums. 
2 the practice of this. 0 spiritualist 
n. Spiritualistic ad). 
spiritualize 7./). (also -ise) 1 make 
{a person, thoughts, etc.) spiritual: 
elevate. 2 attach a spiritual as opposed 
to a literal meaning to, O spiritu- 
alization »). 
spirituous a7). bE containing much 
alcohol. 2° distilled, as whisky, 
rum, ete, (spirituous Liquor), 
spirochaete /spyr-6-kcvi/ 7. iS spirochete 
any Hexible spirally twisted bacterium of the order 
Spirochaetales. [from Greek speia ‘a coil’ + khaité 
‘Jong hair’| 


SPIRIT LEVEL 


spirogyra 2). any filamentous [freshwater alga ol 
the genus Spirogyra, with cells containing: spiral 
bands of chlorophyll. (modern Latin] 

spirt var of sruni. 

spit'e /. spitting: fas! and pas! part. spat or spit) 
T infra eject saliva from the mouth, b do this as a 
sign of hatred or contempt spat at lum). 2 te vasu 
foll. by out a eject from the mouth (pal the meat out) 
b utter vehemently “Dana qu! he spats. 3 inte of a 
fire, pan, ete.) send out sparks, hot fat. ete. 4 alr ol 
rainy fall lightly /\ on/y spitting. 5 intr esp. of a cat, 


make a spitting or hissing noise in anger or hostility. 
ex. 1 spittle. 2 the act or an instance of spitting, 
a the spit (or very spit, of collog. the cxact double 
of. spit it out collog. say what is on one’s mind. 
{Old English] o spitter zx. 

spit® e 7. 1 a slender rod on which meat is skewered 
before being roasted on a fire ete. 2 aa small point 
of land projecting into the sea. & boncsiors pRirt. 
b a long narrow underwater bank. e z./7, (spitted, 
spitting) pierce with or as with a spit. [Old 
English] 0 spitty ad). 

spit® n. (p/. same or spits) a spade-depth of earth. 
[from Middle Dutch] 

spit and polish 7. 1 the cleaning and polishing 
duties of a soldier etc. 2 exaggerated neatness and 
smartness, 

spitball e 7. N. Amer a ball of chewed paper ete. 
used as a missile. @ cin throw out suggestions for 
discussion, 0 spitballer n. 

spite e 7. 1 ill will or malice towards a person. 2 a 
grudge. @ z./ thwart, annoy (does it lo spite me), Gin 
spite of notwithstanding. in spite of oneself ctc. 
though one would rather have done otherwise. 
[from Old French despil ‘scorn’ 

spiteful a. motivated by spite: malevolent. o spite- 
fully udv. spitefulness 1. 

spitfire 2. a person of licry temper. 

spit-roast ¢/7, cook on a spit. 

spitting distance ». a very short distance. 

spitting image x. (foll. by of) collog. the exact 
double of (another person or thing). 

spittle 7, saliva, esp. as ejected from the mouth. 
[alteraton of Middle English (now dialect) spattle] 

spittoon 7. a metal or carthenware pot with esp. a 
funnel-shaped top, used for spitting into. 

spiv n. Brit. collog. a man, often characterized by 
flashy dress, living from illicit or unscrupulous deal- 
ings. [20th-century coinage| O spivvish «/). spivvy 
ad. 

splash e:. I int: © fr spaticr or cause (liquid) to 
spatter i small drops. 2 fe cause (a person) to be 
spattered with liquid ete. 3 ii a (of a person) 
cause liquid to spatter (was splashing about). b (usu. 
fol. by aos, along, etc.) move while spattering 
liquid etc. ¢ step, fall, or plunge ete. into a liquid 
etc. so as to cause a splash. 4 fr display (news) 
prominently. 5 f decorate with scattered colour. 
6 /, spend (money) ostentatiously. en. 1 the act or 
an mstance of splashing. 2 a a quantity of liquid 
splashecl. b the resulting noise. 3 a spot of dirt etc. 
splashed on to a thing. 4 a prominent news feature 
etc. 3 a daub or patch of colour, 6 collug. a small 
quantity of liquicl, esp. of soda water etc. to dilute 
spirits. O make a splash attract much attention, 
esp. by extravagance. splash out Brit. cu/log. spend 
money freely. [alteration of visu!) o splashy ad). 
\splashier, splashiest), 

splashback 7. a panc] behind a sink ctc. to protect 
the wall from splashes. 

splashdown », the alighting of a spacecraft on the 
sea. 

splat! 1. a flat piece of thin wood in the centre of a 
chair back, [from obsolete splal ‘to split up’] 

splat? e 7. a sharp cracking or slapping sound. 
@ adv. with a splat | fell splat on his head). @ v.intr, & tr, 
splatted, splatting) fal] or hit with a splat. 
Jabbreviation of senvr ik] 

splatter et fr (ollen foll. by with, make wet or 
dirty by splashing. 2 #. & inh. splash, esp. with a 
continuous noisy action, @ 7”. a noisy splashing 
sound, 

splay ej: 1 # (usu. foll. by cur) spread (the feet etc.) 
out. 2 min (of an aperture or its sides) diverge in 
shape or position. 3 ¢x construct (a window, aper- 
ture, etc.) so that it diverges or is wider at one side 
of the wall than at the other. e 7. a surface making 
an obhque angle with another, @ adj. 1 wide and 
Nat. 2 turned outward. [Middle English, from 
Disei.sy | 


splay-foot », a broad Mat foot turned outward. 


split end 


spleen 7. 1 an abdominal organ involved in the 
production and removal of blood cells in most 
vertebrates and forming part of the immunc 
system. & LyarHatic sysvrm. 2 lowness of spirits; ill 
temper, spite (from the earlierbelief that the spleen 
was the seat of such feelings) (vented their spleen). 
[from Greek sp/én] o spleeny ad). 

splendid ad). 1 magnificent, gorgeous, brilliant, 
sumptuous. 2 dignified; impressive (splendid isol- 
ation). 3 exccllent; fine (@ splendid chance). [from Latn 
splendidus] O splendidly adv. splendidness 1. 

splendiferous adj. ¢ollog. or joc. splendid. 

splendour n. (US splendor) 1 great or dazzling 
brightness. 2 magnificence; grandeur. {from Latin 
splendor] 

splenetic ad. 1 ill-tempered; peevish. 2 of or con- 
cerning the spleen. [from Late Latin spleneticus] 
o splenetically ad. 

splenic «ad. of or in the spleen. 0 splenoid ad). 

splice e w/r, 1 join the ends of (ropes) 

ly interweaving strands. 2 join (pieces 

of timber, film, etc.) in an overlapping 
position. 3 (csp. as spliced adj.) collog. 

jom in marriage. @ 7. ® a joint madc 

by splicing, e.g. the handle and blade 

of a cricket bat. o splice the main 

brace .Vaul. hisi. issue an cxtra tot of 

rum. O splicer 7. 

spliff n. (also splif} s/ang a cannabis 
cigarette. [20th-century comage] 

splint e 7. 1 aa strip of rigid material 
used for holding a broken bone etc. 
when set. b a strip of esp. wood used 
in basketwork etc. 2 a thin strip of 
wood etc. used to light a fire, pipe. 
etc. @ vdn secure with a splint or 
splints. [from Middle Dutch splinie 
‘metal plate or pin’] 

splinter e if, G mir break into 
fragments. @ 7. a small thin sharp- 
edged piece brokemoff from wood, 
stone, etc. [from Middle Dutch, 
related to spin] GO splintery ad). 

splinter group ». (also splinter 
party) a group or party that has 
broken away from a larger one. 

split e . (splitting; pas/ and past 
part. split) 1 a intr. © fr, break or 
cause to break forcibly into parts, 
esp. into halves or along the 
grain. b ini Ir (often foll. by up) divide into parts 
(split into groups). ¢ tr. (also absol.) slang divide (money) 
hetween usu. accomplices. 2 i: G ints (often foll. by 
off, away) remove or be removed by breaking, sep- 
arating, or dividing (split away from the group). 3 intr, 
© tr, a (usu. foll. by up) collog. separate, esp. through 
discord. b (foll. ly zevth) collog. quarrel or cease as- 
sociauon with (another person etc.). e (often as 
split adj.) (usu. foll. by on, over) separate or divide as 
aresult of opposing views (opinion is split over Europe). 
4 fr. cause the fission of (an atom). 5 int & tr; slang 
leave, esp. suadenly. 6 int: (usu. foll. by on) Brit. slang 
betray secrets; inform. 7 ini, a (as splitting adj.) 
(esp. of a headache) very painful; acute. b (of the 
head) suffer great pain from a headache, noise, etc. 
e@ 7. 1 the act or an instance of splitting: the state of 
being split. 2 a fissure, crack. clefi, etc. 3.a separation 
into parties; a schism. 4 (in p/.) the athletic feat of 
leaping in the air or sitting down with the legs at 
nght angles to the body in front and behind, or on 
cither side, 5 a half a bottle of mineral water. b half 
a glass of liquor. 6 s/ang a division of money, esp. the 
proceeds of crune. O split the difference take the 
avcrage of two proposed amounts. split hairs 
make insignilicant distinctions. split one’s sides 
be convulsed with laughter. split the vote Brit. (of 
a candidate or minority party) attract votes from 
another so that both are defeated by a third. [originally 
nautical, from Middle Dutch spliten] a splitter n. 

split end ». (usu. in p/.) a hair which has split at the 
end from dryness ete. 


splice 
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split infinitive 


split infinitive n. a phrase consisting of an infini- 
tive with an adverb etc. inserted between é and the 
verb, e.g. seems to really like it. 


m Usage It is often said that an infinitive should 
never be split. However, this is an artificial rule and 
can produce clumsy or ambiguous sentences. In 
many cases a split infinitive sounds more natural 
than its avoidance, e.g, What is it like to actually live in 
France? On other occasions, it is better to place the 
adverb before or after the infinitive, e.g. He wanted to 
completely give up his business reads better as He wanied 
lo give up has business completely. 


split-level adj. (of a building) having a room or 
rooms a fraction of a storey higher than other 
parts. 

split pea n. 
ing, 

split personality 7, the alteration or dissociation 
of personality occurring in some mental illnesses, 
esp. schizophrenia and hysteria. 

split pin 7. a metal cotter pin passed through a hole 
and held in place by its gaping split end. 

split ring 7. a small steel ring with two spiral turns, 
such as a keyring, 

split-screen n. a screen on which two or more 
separate images are displayed. 

split second e 7. a very brief moment of time. 
@ attrib.adj. (split-second) 1 very rapid. 2 (of timing) 
very precise, 

split shift n. a shift comprising two or more sep- 
arate periods of duty. 

splodge collog. en. a daub, blot, or smear. @ v./7, make 
a large, esp. irregular, spot or patch on. 0 splodgy 
adj. 

splosh collog. @ vir G mir. move with a splashing 
sound. @ 7. 1 a splashing sound. 2 a splash of water 
etc. 3 slang money. 

splotch 2. & w.fr = se_opce. a splotchy ad). 

splurge co/log. @ n. 1 an ostentatious display or 
effort. 2 an instance of sudden great extravagance. 
@ vint. & tr 1 (usu. foll. by on) spend (effort or esp. 
large sums of money). 2 splash heavily. [1 9th- 
century US coinage] 

splutter e ». I in/r, a speak in a hurried, vehement, 
or choking manner. b emit spitting sounds. 2 fr 
a speak or utter rapidly or incoherently. b emit 
(food, sparks, etc.) with a spitting sound. e@ x. splut- 
tering speech or sound. o splutterer 7. splutter- 
ingly adi. 

spoil e ». (past and past part. spoilt (esp. Brit.) or 
spoiled) 1 / a damage; diminish the value of 
(spoilt by the rain). b reduce a person's enjoyment ete. 
of (the news spoiled his dinner). 2 tr jure the character 
of (a child, pet, ete.) by excessive indulgence. 3 intz 
a (of food) go bad, decay. b (usu. in neg) (of a joke. 
secret, etc.) become stale through long keeping. 4 ¢r: 
render (a ballot paper) invalid by improper mark- 
ing. @ 7. 1 (usu. in fl.) a plunder t taken from an 
enemy in war, or seized by force. b profit or advan- 
tage from success or position. 2 earth etc. thrown 
up in excavating, dredging, etc. 0 be spoiling for 
aggressively seek (a fight etc.). spoilt for choice 
Bni. having so many choices that it is difficult to 
choose. [from Latin spoliare ‘to despoil’] 

spoilage 7. 1 paper spoilt in printing. 2 the spoiling 
of food etc. by decay. 

spoiler 7. 1 a person or thing that spoils something. 
2 aa device on an aircraft to retard its speed by inter- 
rupting the airflow. b a similar device on a vehicle to 
improve road-holding at speed. 3 a news item or new 
product used to divert attention from another, 

spoilsport 2. a person who spoils others’ pleasure 
or enjoyment. 

spoilt pas/ and past part. of spou.. 

spoke'e 7. 1 cach of the bars running from the hub 
to the rim of a wheel. > sicycu.. 2 a rung of a 
ladder. 3 cach radial handle of the wheel of a ship 
etc. @ 7/7 1 provide with spokes. 2 obstruct (a wheel 
etc.) by thrusting a spoke in. cd put a spoke in a 


a pea dried and split in half for cook- 


person’s wheel 87. thwart or hinder a person. j 
[Old English] 0 spoked ad. spokewise adi: 

spoke? past of speak. 

spoken pasi pat. of spt.ax. @ adj. (in comb.) speaking in 
a specified way (smooth-spoken; well-spoken). oo spoken 
for claimed, requisitioned. 

spokeshave 2. ¥ a blade set transversely between 
two handles, used for shaping spokes and other esp. 
curved work. 


adjusting screw bladi 
handle handk 


| 


SPOKESHAVE 


spokesman 7. (//. -men, jem. spokeswoman, //. 
-women) 1 a person who speaks on behalf of 
others, esp. in the course of public relations. 2 a 
person deputed to express the views of a group etc. 

spokesperson 7. (//. -persons or -people) 
spokesman or spokeswoman. 

spoliation 7. plunder or pillage, esp. of neutral 
vessels in war. [from Latin spoliatio| 

spondee n. Prosody a foot consisting of two long (or 
stressed) syllables. [from Greek spondé ‘libation’, 
as being characteristic of music accompanying 
hibations]} 

spondulicks /spon-dew-liks/ n.p/. slang 
money. []9th-century coinage | 

sponge e 7. 1 any sessile aquatic 
animal of the phylum Poriera, 
with a porous bag-like body struc- 
ture and a rigid or elastic internal 
skeleton. 2 a ® the skeleton of a 
sponge, esp. the soft light elastic 
absorlgent kind used in bathing etc. 
ba piece of porous rubber or plastic 
etc. used sumilarly. ¢ a piece of sponge 
or sunilar material inserted in the vagina as 
a contraceptive. 3 a thing of spongelike 
absorbency or consistency, e.g. a sponge 
pudding, porous metal, etc, 4 = sponcer. 
5 cleansing with or as with a sponge (we t/a 
sponge). @ v. (Sponging or spongeing) 1 / wipe or 
cleanse with a sponge. 2 ¢ (also absol.: often foll. by 
down, over| sluice water over (the body, a car, ete.). 3 tr: 
(often foll. by oud, away, etc.) wipe off or efface (writ- 
ing etc.) with or as with a sponge. 4 é (often foll. by 
up) absorb with or as with a sponge. 5 inér. (often foll. 
by on, off) live as a parasite. 6 fr. obtain (drink etc.) by 
sponging. 7 inf. gather sponges. 8 /r. apply paint with 
a sponge to (walls, furniture, etc.). [from Greek 
spoggia| O spongeable ad. spongelike ad). spongi- 
form adj. (esp. in senses 1, 2a of 7). 

sponge bag 1. Bri!. a waterproof bag for toilet art- 
icles. 

sponge cake i. a very light c 
consiste Ncy, 


ake with a spongelike 


sponge cloth 2. 1 sofi. lightly-woven 
cloth with a shghtly wrinkled 
surface. 2 a thin spongy material 
used for cleaning. 

sponge pudding 7. Srl. a 
steamed or baked pudding of 
fat, flour, and eggs with a usu. 
specified flavour. 

sponger 7. a person who contrives to 
live at another's expense. 

sponge rubber 7. liquid rubber latex 
processed into a spongelike substance. 
spongiform encephalopathy ». 
any of several chseases of the brain, 
believed to be caused by prions. 
in which the brain tissue be- 


SPONGE: SKELETON 
OF A SPONGI 


(Spongra officinalis 


sporadic 


porous, compressible, clastic, or absorbent. 0 spon- 
gily adv. sponginess n. 
sponsor e 7. 1 a person who supports an activity 
done for charity by pledging money in advance. 
2 a a person or organization that promotes or 
supports an artistic or sporting activity etc. b esp. 
US a business organization that promotes a bread- 
cast programme in return for advertising time. 3 an 
organization lending support to an election can- 
didate. 4 a person who introduces a proposal for 
legislation. 5 aa godparent at bapusm. b esp. RC Ch. 
a person who presents a candidate for confirm- 
ation. 6 a person who makes himself or herself 
responsible for another. @ uf be a sponsor for. 
[Latin] o sponsorial adj. sponsorship 1. 
spontaneous adj. 1 acting or done or occurring 
without external cause. 2 voluntary, without ex- 
ternal incitement. 3 (of style or manner) gracefully 
natural and unconstrained. 4 (of sudden move- 
ment etc.) involuntary. 5 growing naturally without 
cultivation. {based on Latin sponte ‘of one’s own 
accord’| 0 spontaneity 7. spontaneously adi: 
spontaneousness /. 
spontaneous combustion 7. the ignition of a 
substance from heat engendered within itself, 
spoof colloy. @ 1. 1 a parody. 2 a hoax or swindle. 
e@ vir 1 parody. 2 hoax, swindle. [coined by 
A. Roberts, English comedian, 1852 1933] a spoof- 
er ”. spoofery ?. 
spook e 7. 1 collog. a ghost. 2 US slang a spy. 
@ «. .V. Amen slang 1 tr frighten, unnerve, alarm. 
2 int: take fright, become alarmed. [Dutch| 
spooky ad. (spookier, spookiest) 
1 collog. ghostly. eerie. 2... Amer. slang 
nervous. 3 U'S slang of spies or 
espionage. O spookily adi. 
spookiness 7. 
spoole 7. 1 aa reel for wind- 
ing magnetic tape, photo- 
graphic film, etc., on. ba reel for 
winding thread, wire, etc. on. c a 
quantity of tape etc., wound on a 
spool. 2 the revolving cylinder of an 
angler’s reel. > rre.. @ vfs wind on a 
spool. [from Old French espole| 
spoon e». 1 aa utensil consisting of an 
oval or round bowl and a handle for 
conveying food (esp. liquid) to the mouth, for stir- 
ring, etc. b a spoonful, esp. of sugar. 2 a spoon- 
shaped thing, esp.: a (in full spoon-bait) a bright 
revolving picce of metal used as a Jure m fishing. 
b an oar with a broad curved blade. @ v. 1 é: (often 
foll. by up, out) take (liquid ete.) with a spoon. 2 ¢: 
hit (a ball) feebly upwards. 3 int collog. behave in an 
amorous way, esp. foolishly. 4 mz, fish with a spoon- 
bait. O born with a silver spoon in one’s 
mouth born in affluence. [Old English 
spon “chip of wood’] 0 spooner 7. (in 
sense 3 of .). spoonful 7, ( p/. -fuls). 
spoonbill 7. 1 < any large mainly 
white wading bird of the family 
Threskiornithidae. related to ibises. 
having a bill with a very broad flat tip. 2 a 
shoveler duck. 
spoon-bread »). (“8 soft maize bread. 
spoonerism 7”. a transposition, usu. acciden- 
tal, of the initial letters ete, of two or more 
words, e.g. you have hissed the mystery lectuics 
[named after Revd W. A. Spooner, English scholar. 
1844-1930, reputed to make such errors in speak- 
ing| 
spoon-feed (7 | past and past part. -fed) 1 teed .a 
baby etc.) with a spoon, 2 provicle help, informa- 
lion, ¢te.. to (a person etc.) without requiring any 
effort on the recipient's part. 


spoor e 1. the track or scent of an animal 
els & inte lollow by the {from 


Middle Dutch spolo)r| 


Spoor, 


comes spongy, SPOONBILL: sporadic adj. occurring only here and there 
spongy «dq. (spongier,spongi- — EURASIAN SPOONBILL or occasionally: scattered. [from Greek 


est) like a sponge, esp. in being 


(Platalea leucorodia 


yporadihos| OQ sporadically ad. 


spore 


spore 7. 1 <a special- 


many plants and micro- 
organisms. 2 these col- 
lectively, [from Greek 
spora 
Irom speird sow} 
sporran 7. a pouch 
worn in front of the kilt. 
[from Gaelhtc sporan| 
sporte 7. laa game or 
competitive activity, esp. 
an outdoor one involy- 
ing physical exertion, 
ee cricket, football. 
racing, hunung. b such activities collectively (/He 
world of spor. 2.in pl. Brit. aa mecting for competing 
In sports, esp. athletics (school sports. b athletics. 
3 amusement, fun. 4 collog, a a fair or generous 
person. b a person with a specified attitude to 
games, rules, etc. (a bad sport at tennis). c .lustral. & CS 
a form of address, esp. between males. 5 Biol, an 
animal or plant deviating from the parent type. 6 a 
plaything or butt (/he sport of Fortune; @ v. 1 inh. 
divert oneself, take part in a pastime. 2 fz; wear or 
exlabit, esp. ostentatioush: 3 at Biol, become o1 
produce a sport. in sport jestingly, make sport 
of make fun of} [Middle English, from pisrors | 
0 sporter 7. 
sporting ad. 1 interested in sport (a sporting 
man). 2 sportsmantike, generous (a sparline offer. 
3 concerned with sport sporline nws,. O sportingly 
adi. 


‘sowing, seed’, 


SPORE: VHGROGR VP 
OF \ MOSS SPORE 
Funarta hygrometrica 


sporting chance /. some possibility of success. 

sportive a). playful. 0 sportively ud. sportive- 
ness !. 

sports car 7.4 usu. open, Jow-built fast car & cv‘ 

sportscast ..\. Jie. a broadcast of a sports event 
or information about sport. 0 sportscaster 7. 

sports coat 1. also sports jacket) a man’s jacket 
for mformal wear. 

sports ground #. a picce of land used for sports 

sportsman 7. ; /)/. -men: /+7!. sportswoman, /)/ 
-women 1 4 person who takes part in sport, esp. 
professionally. 2 a person who behaves fairly and 
generously. O sportsmanlike adj. sportsmanly 
adj. sportsmanship . 

sportsperson 7. (f/. -persons or -people) a 
sportsman or sportswomman 

sportswear 2. clothes worn for sport or for casual 
outdoor use, 

sports writer 7. a person who writes (esp. as a 
journalist’ on sports. 

sporty «/). sportier. sportiest co/log. La fond ol 
sport. b tesp. of clothes) suitable for wearing for 
sport or for casual outdoor use. 2 rakish, showy. 
G sportily «di. sportiness ». 

spote. laa small part of the surface of a thing 
distingtushed by colour, texture. cte., usu. round o1 
less elongated than a streak or stripe. b a small 
mark or stam 
shape used in various numbers to distinguish play- 
Inv cards in a sult ete, e a moral blemish or stain. 
2 aa particular place: a definite locality ow this 
precise spat. ba place used for a particular activity 
ollen in cin full the penalty 
spot, fialball the place from which a penalty kick 
is taken. 3 a particular part of one’s body oa 

character, 4 a collog. 

regular posiWion in an organization, programme, 

mie ba portion of a show ete, ded the spat before the 

mls. 5 Bit. a collag. a small quantity of anything 

a spotof lunh. Badrop a spotof rain. 6 = wouteins 


capnnple. da small circle or othe 


comb. nightly. 


aspect of one one’s (c Pp 


We). 2.7 usu. afitha moneys paid or goods delivered 
minecately alter a sale spot ca. @ & tspotted, 
spotting 1 #. a volley. single out beforehand sth 


winner ol a race eto... b ca/loy. recognize the iden- 
uty etc. ol © watch for and take note of 
talent. eto di caffog. catch sight of} e VL locate an 
enemys position. esp, from the am 2 an, & mt) 


mark or become marked with spots. b & stam a 


curds 


oy 


ized reproductive cell of 


person's character etc.). 3 mir ram slightly (7 was 
ypolting with rain). O hit the spot collog. be cxactly 
what is required, in a spot (or in a tight cic. spot) 
rollog. wm difficulty. on the spot I at the scene of an 
action or event. 2 ¢ollog. in a position such that 
response or action is required. 3 then and there. 
put on the spot vollog. force to make a difficult 
decision, answer an awkward question, etc. 
running on the spot yi. raising the fect alter- 
nately as in running but without moving forwards 
or backwards. {Middle English| 

spot check e ». a test made on the spot or on a 
randomly-selected subject. @ of: \(spot-check) 
subject to a spot check. 

spotlamp #1. = sroiiicis 1. 2. 

spotless ad). immaculate; absolutely clean or pure. 
d spotlessly vd:. spotlessness #. 

spotlight e 7. 1 a }ycam of light directed on a small 
arca, 2 a lamp projecting this. 3 full attention or 
publicity. @ ¢.fz (past and past part. -lighted or -lit) 
1 direct a spotlight on. 2 make conspicuous, draw 
attention to, 

spot on By! callog. @ ad). precise: on target. @ ade. pre- 
cisely. 

spotted adj. marked or decorated with spots. 0 spot- 
tedness /. 

spotted dick 7. Bri/. a suet pudding containing 
currants. 

spotted dog». la Dalmatian dog. 2 Bril. = svoiiny 
Pics, 

spotter 7. 1 tolten in coms) a person who spots 
people or things (/ramn-spotter). 2 an aviator or 
aircraft employed in locating chemy positions ete. 

spotty ad). (spottier, spottiest; 1 marked with 
spots. 2 patchy. irregular, O spottily ad: spotti- 
ness ). 

spot-weld #/): join (two metal surfaces) by welding 
at discrete pomts. O spot-welder 1. spot- 
welding 1. 

spouse 7. a husband or wile. [from Latin sponsa 
fem.) betrothed] 

spoute,. 1 aa projecting tube or lip through which 
aliquid ete. is poured fronia teapot, kettle, jug, cte.. 
or issues froma fountain, pump, etc. b a sloping 
trough down which a thing may be shot into a 
receptacle. 2 a jet or column of liquid, grain, ete. 
3 \in full spout-hole a whale’s blowhole (sce wiow- 
Hon |. @ a; & mtr 1 discharge or issue forcibly in 
a jet. 2 utter (verses etc.) or speak in a declamatory 
manner, specchily. 0 up the spout Bri. slang 1 use- 
less, rumed, hopeless. 2 pawned. 3 pregnant. [from 
Middle Dutch spouten| O spouter wv. 

sprain e ./ wrench (an ankle, wrist, ete.) violent, 
so as to cause pain and swelling but not dislocation. 
ev. Lsuch a wrench. 2 the resulting inflammation 
aucl swelling, [1 7th-century coinage] 

sprang /as/ ol sprinc 

sprat ”. La small European herrine-like fish, Sprattus 
spratfus, Much used as food. 2 a similar fish, e.g. a 
sand cel or a young herring, [Old English] o sprat- 
ting 1. 

sprawl e 7. 1a mir sit or lic or fall with limbs Mung 
out or in an ungainly way. bf: spread (one’s limbs 
in this way. 2 a vol handwriting, a plant, a town, 
ete. be of irregular or stragelme form. e 2 1a 
sprawling movement or attitude. 2 a strageling 
group or mass. 3 the straggling expansion of an 
urban or industrial areca. [Old English] o sprawl- 
ingly adr. 


1 ‘ Fi ? ? 
spray’ ev. 1 water or other liquid Uying in small 


drops from the force of the wind or waves. thi 
action of an atomizer, ete, 2 a liquic preparation to 
be apphed in this form with an atomizer ete., esp. 
for medical purposes. 3 an imstrument or apparatus 
for such application. @ efx also absol. 1 throw 
liquid in the form of spray. 2 sprinkle (a plant ete.) 
with smal crops or particles. 3 cbse.) (of a male 
animal, esp a cat mark its environment with the 
smell of its urine. [earlier spr] oO sprayable ad). 
sprayer |! 


spread eagle 


spray? n. 1 a sprig of flowers or leaves, or a branch 
of a tree with branchlets or flowers. 2 a bunch of 
Nowers decoratively arranged. 3 an ornament in a 
similar form (@ spray of diamonds). {from Old English 
(e)spret, recorded in personal and place names] 
oO sprayey ad). 

spray-dry «i. (-dries, -dried) dry (milk etc.) by 
spraying into hot air etc. 

spray-gun 7. ¥ a gunlike device for spraying paint 


Cle: 
pump 
, Trigger 
nozzle 
, handle 
mains 
; le 
pant ead 


CONPQING? 


SPRAY-GUN 


spread e @: | pas! and past part. spread) 1 fr (often 
foll. by ox/) a open or extend the surface of. b cause 
to cover a larger surface. ¢ display to the eye or the 
miuncl (/he were spread before us). 2 intr (often foll. by 
oul) have a wicle or specified or increasing extent 
spreading trees). 3 int, & tt, become or make widely 
known, felt, etc. (rumours are spreading). 4 tr a cover 
the surface of. b lay fa table. @ », 1 the act or an 
stance of spreading. 2 capability of expanding 
hay a@ large spread). 3 diffusion (spread of learning). 
4 breadth, compassxarches of equal spread). 5 collog. 
an elaborate meal. 6 a sweet or savoury paste for 
spreading on bread etc. 7 a bedspread. 8 printed 
matter spread across more than one column. 9 C'S 
a ranch with extensive land. a spread one’s 
wings sce wine. [Old English] 0 spreadable adj. 
spreader /). . 

spread betting 7. a form of betting in which 
money is won or lost according to the degree by 
which the score or result of a sporting fixture varies 
from the spread of expected valucs quoted by the 
hookmaker, 

spread eagle e 1. ¥ a representation of an cagle 
with legs and wings extended as an emblem. 
@ i. (spreadeagle: usu. as spreadeagled «dj. 
place (a person) with arms and legs spread out. 


SPREAD EAGLE: LAIBL.I.M OI 
TOS TH REGIMENT 


Ht FRENCH 


spreadsheet 


spreadsheet n. a computer program allowing 
manipulation and flexible retrieval of esp. tabu- 
lated numerical data. 

spree collog.en. 1a lively extravagant outing (shopping 
spree). 2a bout of fun or drinking etc. @ unit. (sprees, 
spreed) have a spree. 0 on the spree cngaged in 
a spree. [18th-century comage] 

sprig'e 7. 1 a small branch or shoot. 2 an orna- 
ment resembling this, esp. on fabric. @ vf (sprig- 


ged. sprigging) ornament with sprigs (a dress of 


sprizged muslin). {Middle English] 

sprig” n. a small tapering headless tack. [Middle 
English} 

sprightly adj. (also spritely) (-lier, -liest) 
vivacious, lively, brisk. [based on 
spright, variant of sre] O spright- 
liness n. 

spring @ » (fast sprang or US 
sprung; pas! parl. sprung) 1 inir, jump; 
move rapidly or suddenly. 2 wf move rapiclly 
as from a constrained position or by the 
action of a spring. 3 zx (usu. foll. by /rom) 
originate or arise. 4 tdr (usu. foll. by up) 
come into being; appear, esp. suddenly (a 
breeze sprang up). 5 tr. cause to act suddenly, 
esp. by means of a spring (spring a Wrap). 6 tr. 
(often foll. by oz) produce or develop or 
make known suddenly or unexpectedly 


4 ye 


southern hemisphere. 2 Astron. the equinox in 
March. Also called vernal equinox. 
springer 7. 1 a person or thing that springs. 2 a 
smal] spaniel of a breed used to spring game. 
spring fever 2. a restless or lethargic feeling some- 
tunes associated with spring. 
spring greens 7/,)/. the leaves of young cabbage 
plants of a variety that docs not develop a heart. 
spring-loaded adj. containing a compressed or 
stretched spring pressing one part against another, 
spring onion 7. Bri/. an onion taken from the 
ground before the bulb has formed, eaten raw. 
spring roll 7, a Chinese fried pancake filled with 
vegetables. 
springtail 7. < any wingless insect of the 
order Collembola, leaping by means of a 
? springlike caudal part. 
springtide 2. poe!. = svaisctiM.. 
- spring tide 7. a ude just afier new and full 
moon when there is the greatest difference 
Mm between high and low water. & tpt 
springtime ». 1 the season of spring. 2a 
time compared to thus. 
spring water 7. water from a spring, as 
opposed to river water or rainwater. 
springy «ad. (springier, springiest, 
1 springing back quickly when squeezed 


(loves to spring surprises). 7 tr. slang contrive the ee or stretched; elastic. 2 (of movements) as 
escape or release of: 8 (x rouse (game) from (Yreheselia of a springy substance. O springily ade. 
earth or covert. 9 inf: become warped or Bees) springiness /. 


split. 10 / (usu, as sprung adj.) provide (a 

motor vehicle etc.) with springs. @ 7. 1a jump. 2 a 
backward movement from a constrained position: 
a recoil. 3 elasticity; ability to sprmg back stronely. 
4 a resilient device usu. of bent or coiled metal 
used esp. to drive clockwork or for cushioning in 
furniture or vehicles. 9 a the season im which vege- 
tation begins to appear. in the northern hemisphere 
from March to May and in the southern hemisphere 
from September to November. & strson, b Lstron. 
the period from the vernal equinox to the summet 
solstice. & (atten foll. by of) the early stage of life 
etc, d = sprine tpi. 6 a place where water, oil, ctc., 
wells up from the earth; the basin or flow so 
formed. 7 the motive for or origin of an action, 
custom, etc. (He springs of human action). 0 spring a 
leak develop a leak (orig. .Vaut.. from timbers 
springing out of position). (Old English| 6 spring- 
less ad). springlike ad). 


a Usage The use of spruig instead of sprang for the 
past tense, as in / sprung out of bed, is non-standard 
in British English, but acceptable along with sprang 
in American Enghsh. 


eve spring balance . 4a balance 
that measures weight by the 
tension of a spring. 
springboard ». 1 a flexible 
board for leapmg or diving 
from. 2 a source of impctus. 


— scale 


springbok ». 1 a southern 
African gazelle. .dntidorcas marvu 
pial, with the ability to run 
with high springing jumps. 
2 (Springbok, a South 
African, esp. one who has 
competed in international sport 
for South Africa. | Afrikaans] 

spring chicken 1. 1 a young 
fowl for eating (originally avail- 
able only in spring). 2 a youth- 
ful person. 

spring-clean e 7, Gril. a thor- 
ough cleaning of a house oi 
room, esp. in spring. @ 7/7 clean 
(a house or room) in this way. 


sprang 
inside 


hook, 


Tne 


weigh! 
spring equinox 7. 1 the 
equinox in spring. on about 20 
March m the northern hemi- 


SPRING BALANCE sphere and 22 Sept. in the 


sprinkle e ¢./ 1 scatter in smal] drops or 
particles. 2 often foll. by czth, subject to sprinkling 
with liquid ete. 3 (of liquid ete.) fall on in this way. 
4 chistribute in small amounts. @ 7. (usu. fol. by of | 
1a heht shower. 2 = sprisquinc. [Middle English| 
sprinkler ». a device for sprinklmeg water on a lawn 
or for extinguishing fires. 
sprinkling 7. \usu. foll. by of; 
distribtued number or amount. 


a small thinly 


sprint e ¢. 1 int. run a short clistance at full speect. 
2 fb. run (a specified distance, in this way. @ 7. 1a such 
arun, b Sport a running race over a distance of 400 
metres or less. 2a similar short spell of maxunum 
effortim cycling, swimming, motor racing, etc. [from 
Old Norse] 
sprinter 7, 1 an athlete who specializes in short 
distance races. 2 a vehicle, esp. a train, designed for 
rapid travel over short cistances 
sprit 1. a small spar reaching clagonally from the 
mast (oa the upper outer corner of the sail. [Old 
English spreol “pole’] 
sprite 7. an elf, fairy, or goblin. [from Old French 
esprit spirit | 
spritely var. of spriciiy. 
spritsail 7. 1 a sail extended by a sprit. 2 hss. a sail 
extended by a yard set under the bowsprit. 
spritzer 7. a mixture of wine anc soda water, 
{German, literally “a splash] 
sprocket 7. 1 < cach 
of several teeth on a 
wheel engaging with 
links of a chain, 
> preter. 2 calso 
sprocket-wheel 
dia with 
sprockets. — [1 6th- 
century coinage | 


sprocket 
wheel 


wheel 
sprocket a 
roller chain 

sprog 1. Bril. slang a 
child; a baby. forginally 
services’ slang in sense “new 
recrulu | 


SPROCKET-WHEEL 
AND CHAIN OL \ 
BICYCLI 

sprout et. 1 /& put forth, 
produce (shoots, hair, etc.) 2 air begin to grow, put 
forth shoots. 3. int: spring up. grow to a height. @ 7, 
1 a shoot of a plant. 2 = Brtssits srrotr. [Old 
English] 
spruce'e aj. neat in dress and appearance: smart. 
eal & int. jalso refl.: usu. toll, by up) make on 
become smart. O sprucely ad. spruceness /. 


sputnik 


spruce’ 7. 1 > 
any coniferous 
tree of the genus 
Picea. with dense 
foliage growing in a 
conical shape. 2 the 
wood of this tree. [alteration 
of obsolete Pruce “Prussia | 
Sprung sce SPRING. 

spry «ad. (spryer, spryest) 
active, lively. [18th-century 
comage] O spryly ad: spry- 
ness //. 

spud e 2. 1 sang a potato. 2 a 
small narrow spade for cutting 
the roots of weeds ete. @ v7 
\spudded, spudding) 1 (foll. 
by up, out) remove (weeds) with a 
spud, 2 (also abso/.; often foll. by 
in) make the mitial drillmg for (an 
oil well). [Middle English] 

spue var. of spr. 

spumante /spoo-man-ti/ 7. an Italian sparkling 
white wine. [Italian, literally *sparkling’| 


cone — 


| needle-like 


leaves 


SPRUCE 
(Picea sitchensis) 


spume 7. & vir froth, foam. [from Latin spuma] 

Ospumous ad), spumy ad. 

spun pas! and pas! part. of spin. 

spunk 7. 1 touchwood. 2 collog. courage, mettle. 
3 Brit. coarw slane semen. 4 .tusiral. slang a sexually 
attractive person. [16th-century comage| 

spunky ad). spunkier, spunkiest) I col//og. brave, 
spirited. 2 fusiral. slang sexually attractive. 0 spunk- 
ily ade. 

spure 7. be adevice witha 
small spike or a spiked 
wheel worn on a rider's 
heel lor urging a horse 
forward. 2 a stimulus 
or incentive. 3a spur- 
shaped thing, esp. 
a a projection [rom a 
mountain or mountain 
range, ba branch road or 
railway. ¢ a hard projection 
on a cock’s leg. @ 7 (spurred. 
spurring 1 / prick ,a horse) with spurs. 2 0 
a often foll. by o incite ,a person). b stimulate 
finterest etc.). 3 ix often foll. by on, forward) ride a 
horse hard. 4 /@ (esp, as spurred ad); provide with 
spurs. O on the spur of the moment on a 
momentary impulse: impromptu. [Old English. 
related to sptks| OQ spurless ad. spurred adj. (csp. 
in sense | of m1. 


ipiked 

wheel 

SPUR: AMILRICAN 
HAND-FORGLD 


SPUR 


spurge v. any plant of the gcnus Euphorbia, exuding 
an acrid milky juice. [based on Latin expurgare ‘to 
putaly | S 
spurious ad. 1 not genuine, not being what it 
purports to be. not proceeding from the pretended 
source (a spurious ercuse,. 2 having an outward simi- 
larity of form or function only, 3 (of offspring 
legitimate. [from Latin spertus “false’} 
O spuriously ad:. spuriousness // PA 
spurn @./r 1 reject with discain; treat with 
contempt, 2 repel or thrust back with 
one’s foot. [Old English, related to 
sw | 


spurte. 1 (also spirt) a ini 


gush out in a jet. b &. i 
cause (liquid ete.) to , ——- 
do this, 2 int. < ——_ 

metke a sudden 

eflort.@ 7. Lialso ; 

spirt: a sudden NX —~ aluminiun 
vushing out. 2 a sphen 

short sudden effort or 

increase of pace. | 16th- “ 

century comage | \.— antenna 
sputnik 1. & vach of a scrics 

ol Russian artificial satellites 

launched from 1957. |Rassian, 

literally ‘tellow-traveller’| SPUTNIK 


sputter 


sputter ev. 1 i/r emit spitung sounds, esp. when 
being heated. 2 im (often foll. by af) speak in a 
hurried or vehement fashion. 3 4 emit with a spit- 
ting sound, 4 / speak or utter rapidly or in- 
coherently. @ 2. a sputtering sound, esp. sputtering 
speech. [from Dutch spulteren} O sputterer n. 

sputum 7. (p/. sputa; 1 saliva, spittle. 2 an ex- 
pectorated mixture of saliva and mucus, used for 
diagnosis. [Latin] 

spy e 7. (//. spies) 1 a person who secretly collects 
and reports information on the activities etc., of an 
cnemy, competitor, etc. 2 a person who keeps 
watch on others, esp. furtively. @ ¢. (spies, spied) 
1. discern or make out, esp. by careful obser- 
vation. 2 inér (olten loll. by on) act as a spy, keep a 
close and secret watch. 3 ini (often foll. by ¢néo) pry. 
O spy out explore or discover, esp. secretly. [from 
Old French esprer to espy’| 

spyglass #7. a small telescope. 

spyhole 7. Brit. a peephole. 


spymaster 7. collog. the head of an organization of 


spies. 

sq. abbr. square. 

Sqn. Ldr. ab) Squadron Leader. 

squabe . 1 a short fat person. 2 a very young bird, 
esp. an unfledged pigeon. 3 a a stulled cushion, 
b Brit. the padded back or side of a car-seat. 4a sota 
or ottoman. @ adj. squat. [1 7th-century comage| 

squabble e #. @ petty or noisy quarrel. @ ei en- 
gage i a squabble. 0 squabbler ». 

squabby «7. squabbier, squabbiest, short ancl 
lat; squat. 

squad ». 1 a sinall group of people sharing a task 
eu. 2 A/a small number of men assembled tor 
drill ete. 3 Sport a group of players forming a team. 
4 a (often in comb.) a specialized unit within a police 
lorce (drug squad). b = WING sav vp. [from Ttalian 
yquadra “square: | 

squad car 7. a police car haying a radio link with 
headquarters. 

squaddie ». (also squaddy)\ f/. -ies) Brit, Vil. slang 
La recruit. 2 a private. 

squadron 7. 1 an organized body of persons. 2 a 
principal division of a cavalry regiment or 
armoured formation, consisting of 
3 aa detachment of warships employed on a 
particular duty. b a division of a naval fleet unde 
the command of a flag-ollicer, 4a unit of the Royal 
Air Force with 10 to 18 aircraft. [from Italian 
yquadrane | 

squadron leader 7. the commander of a 
squadron of the Royal Air Forec, the officer next 
below wing commander. 


two troops. 


squalid ad). 1 filthy, repulsively dirty. 2 mean or 
poor in appearance. 3 wretched, sordid. [from 
Latin sgualidus| Q squalidity ». squalidly adi. 
squalidness »/. 
squall en. La sudden or violent gust or storm of 
wind, esp. with rain or snow or sleet. 2 a discordant 
ery; a scream (esp. of a baby,. 3 esp. in pl; trouble, 
difficulty. @ &. Daft utter a squall: scream. 2 @. utter 
in a screaming or discordant voice, 8 squally ad). 
squall line 1. \fefeorol. a narrow band of high 
winds along a cold front. 
squalor 1 
[Latin] 
squander 2./ spend wastcfully. 
coinage] O squanderer n, 
square @ 7). 1 an equilateral rectangle. 2 aan object 
of this shape or approximately this shape. ba smiall 
square area on a game-board. © a square sear, 
3 a at 
surrounded by buildings. b an open 
areca at the 
ce Grihel a 


the state of being filthy or squalid. 


[16th-century 


open vusu. four-sided: area 


meeting of | strects. 

area at the 

centre of a ground. dian area within 

barracks ete. for crite 8 a block ol 
buildings bounded by four streets, 4 the 

product of a number muluplhied by itsell 87 a te 
quar of 9). 5 an L-shaped or T-shaped instrument 


Closer-cut 


for obtaining or testing right angles. 6 slang a 
conventional or old-fashioned person. 7 a square 
arrangement of letters, figures, etc. 8 a body of 
infantry drawn up in rectangular form. @ ad. 1 hav- 
ing the shape of a square. 2 having or in the form 
of a right angle (lable wth square corners). 3 angular 
and not round (has a square jaw). 4 designating a 
unit of measure equal to the area of a square 
whose side is one of the unit specified (square metre). 
5 (often foll. by wzth) esp. Bril. a level, parallel. b on 
a proper footing: even, quits. 6 (usu. foll. by (0) at 
right angles. 7 broad, sturdy (a man of square frame). 
8 properly arranged: settled ( get things square). 9 (also 
all square) a not in debt, with n@ money owed. 
b having equal scores. ¢ (of scores) equal. 10 fair 
and honest. 11 uncompromising, direct (@ square 
refusal). 42 slang conventional or olcd-fashioned. 
@ adi. 1 squarely (sat square on his seal). 2 fairly, 
honestly (play square). @ 7. 1 t&% make square or 
rectangular; give a rectangular cross-section to 
(timber etc.). 2 ¢ multiply (a number) by itself (3 
yyuared ty 9). 3 tr. G int. (usu. foll. by to, with) make or 
be suitable or consistent (the resulls do nol square with 
pour conclusions). 4 tr, mark out in squares. 5 ¢r settle 
or pay (a bill ete.). 6 & place (one’s shoulders etc.) 
squarely facing forwards. 7 ¢ collog. a pay or bribe. 
b secure the acquiescence etc. of (a person) in this 
way. 8 fx (also aésol.) make the scores of (a match 
etc.) all square. 0 back to square one collog. back 
to the starting pomt with no progress made. get 
square with pay or compound with (a creditor). 
on the square adj. 1 collog. honest, fair. 2 having 
membership of the Freemasons. e@ adv. collog. 
honestly, fairly. out of square not at right angles. 
square peg in a round hole see rm:. square up 
settle an account etc. square up to 1 move 
towards (a person in a fighting attitude. 2 face and 
tackle (a difficulty ete.) resolutely, [from Old French 
esquare| O squarely adi. squareness ”, squarish 
ad). 

square-bashing 7. Bri. \fil. slang drill on a 
barrack square. 

square brackets 7.//. brackets of the form | |. 

square-built af. comparatively broad: broadly- 
ult 

square dance ». a dance with usu. four couples 
lacing inwards from four sides. 

square deal 7. a fair bargain, fair treatment. 

square-eyed adj. joc. affected by or given to exces- 
sive viewing of television. 


SQUASH 

Squash players take turns to hit a rubber ball 
against the front of a four-walled court. The 
ball is allowed to bounce on the floor only 
once, but may rebound off any of the walls. 
It is in play only when below the out lines and 


cul line 


oul line 


rachel 


rall 


seraice bor 


Sa 


aor Meet Leva ea 


half-court line 


squash 


square leg 7. Cricket the ficlding position at some 
distance on the batsman’s leg side and nearly oppos- 
ite the stumps. © CRICKE! 

square meal 7. a substantial and satisfying meal. 

square measure 7. measure expressed in square 
units. 

square number n. the square of an integer e.g. 
Io oe2onete: 

square-rigged adj. ¥ (of a vessel) with the principal 
sails at right angles to the length of the ship. > stp 


yard 


square top ail 


yard 
stay 
square 


mainsail 


fren 


SQUARE-RIGGED 19TH-GENTURY ENGLISH BARGE 


square root /. the number that multiplied by itself’ 
gives a specified number. 

square-shouldered adj. with broad and not slop- 
ing shoulders (cf. RouND-SHOL LDERED). 

square wave 7. Physics a wave with periodic 
sudden alternations between only two values of 
quantity, a 

squash'e » 1 #7. crush or squceze flat or into pulp. 
2 intr. (often foll. by ito) make one’s way by squeez- 
ing, 3 ir pack tight, crowd. 4 ¢ a silence (a person) 
with a crushing retort etc. b dismiss (a proposal 
etc.). ¢ quash (a rebellion), @ x. 1 a crowd. 2 a sound 
of or as of something being squashed. 3 Brit. a 
concentrated drink made of crushed fruit ete. 4 (in 
full squash rackets) ¥ a game played with rackets 
and a small fairly soft ball against the walls of a 


above the board. To serve, a player stands 
with at least part of one foot in the service 
box and hits the ball above the cut line. The 
hall must then bounce beyond the short line 
on the opponent's side of the half-court line. 


INTERNATIONAL SQUASH COUR 


out line 


board (lin) front wall 


’ 


- , out line 


short line \ service box 


squash 


closed court. 5 a squashed thing 
or mass. [alteration of quasti| 
O squashy adj. (squashier, 
squashiest). squashily 
adv. squashiness 7. 
squash? ». (//. same or 
squashes) I any of vari- 
ous trailing gourd plants 
of the genus Cucurbila 
having pumpkin-hke fruits. 
2 <4 the fruit of these 


Sn cooked and eaten as a 
i as vegetable, [abbreviation of 
(Cucurbita pepo) Algonquian asquulasquash| 


squat @ 7. (squatted, squat- 
ting) 1 mtx a crouch with the hams resting on the 
backs of the heels. b sit on the ground etc. with the 
knees drawn up and the heels close to or touching the 
hams. 2 iz collog. sit down. 3 a inir, act as a squatter, 
b ¢ occupy (a building) as a squatter. 4 iniz (of an 
animal) crouch close to the ground. @ ad. (squatter, 
squattest) I (of a person etc.) dumpy. 2 in a squat- 
ting posture. @ 7. 1 a squatting posture, 2 a a place 
occupied by a squatter or squatters. b being a 
squatter. [from Old French esguatiy ‘to flatten’| 
0 squatness 7. 
squatter n. 1 a person who takes unauthorized 
possession of unoccupied premises. 2 Ausiral. a 
sheep farmer esp. on a large scale. 3 a person who 
squats. ; 
squat thrust 7. an excrcise in which the legs are 
thrust backwards starting from a squatting position 
with the hands on the floor. 


squaw 2. offens. a N. American — 


Indian woman or wife. [from Algon- 

quian squa ‘woman | 

squawk e 2. 1 a loud harsh cry esp. of a bird. 2 a 
complaint. @ vi: G mir utter with or make a squawk. 
O squawker 7. 

squawk-box 2. cology. a loudspeaker or intercom. 
squeak e 7. 1 aa short shrill cry as of a mouse. ba 
slight high-pitched sound as of an unoiled hinge. 
2 (also narrow squeak) a narrow escape, a 
success barely attained. @ 7. 1 it: make a squeak. 
2 fr, utter shrilly. 3 intr (loll. by 69, dhiongh) collog. pass 
narrowly. 4 wir slang’ turn informer, [Middle 
English] 0 squeaker ». 

squeaky «). squeakier, squeaki- 
est) making a squeaking sound. 
Oo squeakily adv. squeakiness 1. 

squeaky clean ad). 1 completely 
clean. 2 above criticism; beyond 
reproach. 

squeal e 7. a prolonged shrill 
sound, esp. a cry of a child or a 
pig. @ 1 int: make a squeal. 
2 i, utter (words) with a squeal. 
3 int: slang vurn informer, 4 ver 
slang protest loudly or excited- 
ly. [Middle English, imitative] 
0 squealer n. 

squeamish a7. I casily nauseated 
or clisgusted. 2 fastidious. [Middle 
English variant of (now dialect) 
squeamous} OQ squeamishly ad. 
squeamishness 1. 

squeegee e 7. a rubber-edged implement set on a 
handle and used for cleaning winclows etc. @ v.tr 
(squeegees. squeegeed) clean or scrape with a 
squeegee. [from archaic sgueege, strengthened form 
of sauvizi| 

squeeze e%. | / a cxert pressure on from opposite 
or all sides, esp. in order to extract moisture or 
reduce size. b with hand or 
between two bodics. e reduce the size of or alter 
the shape of by squeezing. 2 & (often foll. by out) 
extract (moisture) by squeezing. 3 a (7: force into o1 
through a small or narrow space. b wz. make one’s 
way by squeezing, ¢ /; make (one’s way) by squeez- 
ing. 4 fr, a harass by exactions; extort money etc 
from. b bring pressure to bear on. ¢ (usu. fol. by oul 


COMpress one’s 


SQUILL: SIBERIAN SOUILL 
USealla siberiva) 


of ) obtain (money etc.) by extortion, entreaty, etc. 5 fr 
press (a person’s hand) with one’s own as a sign of 
sympathy etc. 6 é (often foll. by out) produce with 
effort. @ x. 1 an instance of squeezing; the state of 
being squeezed. 2 a close embrace. 3 a crush. 4 a 
small quantity produced by squeezing (a@ squeeze of 
lemon). 5 Econ. a restriction on borrowing, invest- 
ment, etc., in a financial crisis. O put the squeeze 
on collog. coerce or pressure (a person). [earlicr 
sguise, intensive of obsolete gueise] 0 squeezable 
adj, squeezer 7. 

squeeze bottle n. a flexible container whose 
contents are extracted by squeezing it. 

squeeze-box 2. collog. an accordion or concertina. 

squeezy adj. (esp. of a botwe) flexible and able to be 
squeezed to force out the contents. 

squelch e ¢. 1 ini, a make a sucking sound as of 
treading in thick mud. b move with a squelching 
sound, 2 t& \. Amer. a disconcert, silence. b stamp 
on, crush flat, put an end to. @ m. an instance of 
squelching, 0 squelchy ad). 

squib 7. 1 a small firework that hisses and then usu. 
explodes. 2 a short satirical composition, a 
lampoon. []6th-century coinage] 

squid n. ¥ any elongated fast-swimming cephalo- 
pod molluse of the order Teuthoidea, with eight 
arms and two long tentacles, esp. a common edible 
one of the genus Loligo. > cupHLoron, [1 6th-century 
comage] 


conspicuous 


' arms 


| 


cylindrival body 


ye 


SQUID 
(Lollingula brevis) 


feitarles 


squidgy «a. (squidgier. squidgiest) ro//og. squashy, 
soggy: 

squiffed adj. slang = savy, 

squiffy ad. (squiffier, squiffiest csp. Bri. slang 
slightly drunk. [1] 9th-century coinage | 

squiggle e 7. a short curl line, esp. in handwriting 
or doodling. @ v. 1 é@ write in a squiggly manner; 
scrawl. 2 int, wriggle, squirm. O squiggly ad). 
squill 7, 1 <a bulbous plant of the 
genus Scilla (hyacinth family), typic- 
ally with star-shaped blue flowers. 
2 a a white-llowered Mediter- 
ranean plant, Drmia — maritima 
(hyacinth family). b an extract ol 
the bulb of this, used in cough 
mixtures ete. [from Greck shu/a| 

squinch ¢, esp. (8 1 (usu. foll. by 
up) a ir screw up one’s eyes, face, 
etc. b intr (of the eyes ete.) screw 
up, squint. 2 iniz G f&® (often foll. 
by up, down) squeeze or squash 
compactly: 


squint ev. 1 int, have the eves 
turned in dillerent 
have a squint. 2 wf. volten foll. by 
at) look obhquely or with half- 


closed eyes. 3. 0. hold one’s eyes) 


directions. 


hall@shut. @ 7, 1 =sirveismies. 2 a stealthy or sidelone 
glance, 3 collog. a glance or look had a squint at it), 
4 an oblique opening through the wall of a church 
affordmg a view of the altar e@ ad. 1 squinting, 
2 looking diflerent ways. [fron obsolete adverb 
asquint] O squinty «d). 

squint-eyed «//j. 1 squinting. 2 malignant, Wl-willed. 

squire e 7. 1 a country gendeman. esp. the chief 
landowner in a district. 2 fat. a knight's attendant. 
3 Bri. collog. a yocular form of address to a man, 
@ v/7 (of a man) attend upon or escort (a woman), 
[from Old French esquier ‘esquire’| 0 squireling 1. 
squirely «dj. squireship 7. 

squirearch 7. a member of the sqturearchy 
0 squirearchical ad). (also squirarchical 


stabilizer 


squirearchy 2. (also squirarchy) (//. -ies) land- 
owners collectively, esp. as a class having political 
or social influence; a class or body of squires. |on 
the pattern of hierarchy] 

squirl 7. collog. a flourish or twirl, esp. in hand- 
writing, 

squirm e winir 1 wriggle, writhe. 2 show or feel 
embarrassment or discomfiture. @ ”, a squirming 
movement. O squirmer 7, squirmy ad). (squirm- 
ier, squirmiest). 

squirrel e 7. 1 any rodent of the family Sciuridae. 
often living in trees, with a bushy tail. & ropiny. 
2 the fur of this animal. 3 a person who hoards 
objects, food, etc. @ vf (squirrelled, squir- 
relling; (.S squirreled, squirreling) (often foll. 
by away) hoard (objects, food, time, etc.). [from 
Greek skiouros} 

squirrelly adj. 1 like a squirrel. 2 (of a person) 
unpredictable, nervous, demented. 

squirrel monkey 7. ® a 
small yellow-haired monkey. 
Saimiri sciureus, native to S. 
America. 

squirte ¢. 1 fy; eject (liquid or 
powder) m a jet as from a 
syringe. 2 int (of liquid or 
powder) be discharged in 
this way. 3 i splash with 
liquid or powder ejected by 
squirung. @ 7. 1 a a jet of 
water etc. b a small quantity 
produced by squirting. 2 a 
syringe. 3 collog, an insignifi- 
cant but presumptuous 
person. [Middle English] 
O squirter 1. 

squish e 7. a slight squelch- 
ing sound. @ z 1 inl, move 
with a squish. 2 ft collog. 
squash, squeeze. 0 squishy 
adj. (squishier, squishi- 
est: 


SQUIRREL 
MONKEY 


{Saimint sciureus) 


squit 7. Bri/. 1 slanga small or 
insignificant person, 2 dial. 
nonsense. 3 the squits) dial. & 
collog. Marrhoea. 

Sr symb. Chem. the element strontium. 

Sr. abbr 1 Senior. 2 Schor. 3 Signor. 4 Eccl. Sister. 

Sri Lankan e 7. 1 a native or national of Sri Lanka. 
2 a person of Sri Lankan clescent. @ adj. of or relat- 
ing to Sri Lanka or its people. 

SRN addr in the UK) State Registered Nurse. 

SS abbr 1 Saints. 2 steamship. 3 hist. Nazi special 
police force. [sense 3: German Schutz Staffel] 

SSE abd). south-south-vast. 

SSSI abby. (in the UR) Site of Special Scientific 
Interest 

SSW abbr. south-south-west. 

St abbr. Saint. 

St. abbr. Strect. 

st. abbr 1 stone (in weight). 2 Cricket stumped by. 

stab e«. (stabbed, stabbing 1 7, picrce or wound 
with a pointed tool or weapon. 2 dtr (often foll. by 
at) aim a blow with such a weapon. 3 wir cause a 
sensation like being stabbed «s/abbing pain . 4b. hurt 
or distress (a person, feclings, conscience. ete.) 
5 intr. (fol. by af) aim a blow at a person’s reputation 
etc, @ v. Laan instance of stabbing. b a blow o1 
thrust with a knife etc. 2a wound made in this way, 
3 a sharply painful physical or mental sensation 
4 collog. an attempt, a try. [Middle fneglish] 0 stab- 
ber 7. stabbing ». 

stabilator 7. a combined stabilizer and clevator ai 
the tail of an aircralt. 

stability ». the quality or state of beme stable 
[from Latin stadbililas| 

stabilize 7.fn @ ml. also -ise make or becom 
stable. 6 stabilization 

stabilizer 7. :also -iser a device or substance used 
to keep something stable. esp: Toa gvroscopu 


WN 


stab in the back 


device to prevent rolling of a ship. 2M Amer the 
horizontal tailplane of an aircraft. 3 (in pl) Brit. a 
pair of small wheels fitted adjacent to the rear 
wheel a child's 4 a substance which 
prevents the breakdown of cmiulsions, esp. as a 
food aclditive maintaining texture. 


bicycle, 


stab in the back e ». a treacherous or slanderous 
attack. @ én slander or betray. 


stable! adj. stabler. stablest: 1 firmly fixed or 


established: uot easily adjusted, destroyed. 01 
altered ta stable structing, a stable government). 2 a firm, 


resolute; not wavering or fickle (a vable and steadfast 
friend . b mentally and emotionally sound. sane ancl 
sensible, 3 Ghem. (of a compound) not readily 
decomposing, 4 Plasics (of an isotope) not subject to 
radioacuive decay. 3in a stable mectical condition 
alter an injury, operation. ete. [from Latin sfabi/as 
0 stably «di. 
stable® ev. 1 a building for keeping horses. 2 an 
ustablishipent where kept anc 
tramed, 3 the racehorses of a particular stable, 
4 persons, products, ete.. having a common origin 
ov allitiauion, 5 such an origin or affiliation. @ 4 put 
or keep (a horse ina stable. [from Latin stabudun 
O stableful ». | /. -fuls 
stable boy #. a boy employed ina stable 


racchorses are 


stable companion 1. 1a horse of the same stable 
2 a person or product from the 
member of the 


same source: a 

same organization 

stable door 2). 4 door divided into two parts horizon- 
tally allowing one half to be shut ancl the other left 
Ope n 

stable equilibrium 7. a state in which a body 
when disturbed tends to return to equilibrium. 

stable girl 1. a girl or woman employed 
ina stable. 


stable lad 1. Bri/ 


a stall 


antler lthe 
a person employed in jy 


stablemate #7. = sivnii covey 

stabling #. accommodation for horses 
staccato osp. Am. @ adi. © ad. with 
each sound oor note sharply 
detached on 
others. @ om. cpl -os 1 a staccato 
music ete. 2 
delvery or presentavion. [Ttahan, [- 


crally “detached | 


separated from the = 


Passage om staccato 


stack e »), 1 pile or heap. esp. in 
orderly arrangement 2 a circular o1 
rectanenbar pile of hay, straw, ete... or of 
yram ino sheal, sloping 
thatched top, 3 colten im pl colloy. a large quantity 
4a cus. sik. B= svontsriek. ea tall factors 
S esp. Dri 
6 also stack-room i 


often with a 


vstacked group of aircralt. 


hbrary where 


chines. 
part olf 


books are compactly stored. 7 a vertical arrange- 
mentol hi-lt or public-address equipment. 8 Brit. a 
tall Columm al rock esp. off the coast of Scodane 
and the Orkneys. @ dD pile ina stack or stacks 
Za arrange (cards seeretly for che vung. b inanipu- 
late circumstances cte., to one’s advantage. 
3 cause vircralt, to Us ah the same point al 
diferent levels while waiting to land at an airport. 


astack up \.. fin. call 
up. [from Old Norse 
ad: stacker » 


Wj. present obeself, measur 
Tray start k*| 0 stackable 


stack-yard #7. an enclosure for stacks of hay, straw. 


staddle ». a platform or framework supporting a 


niekete [Old barelish vathol Dare’ | 


STAGECOACH: |/tI- 
staddle-stome a usu. mushroom-shaped . higiewllan 
CT TU RY EN MIERTIG NN MAKE 1eNOd 
fone supporting a staddle or rick ete 
‘ é SSN CCNY 
stadium = /)/, stadiums an athletic 


Opspott grouchy th Gers of seats for 


staffer. Laasich or pole tor use in 
walking or climbing ar as a 


Capon 
boa stick or yr asa sien of olfiee or 
authority, ¢ a Hagstall, 2 aia boc of persons 
employed ina business etc. editorial laff of a 


STAG BEETLE 
Lucanus CETTUN 


necospaper). b those in authority within an organ- 
ization, esp. the teachers in a school. ¢ Afil. ete. a 


body of officers assisting an officer in_ high 
command and concerned with an army, regiment, 


fleet, or air force asa whole (general staff). d& (usu. 
Staff) Ai/.=sivisreoiit. 3 ( pl. staffs or staves) 
Af. a set of usu. five parallel lines on or between 
which notes are placed to indicate their pitch. 
& Soros, @ ef provide (an institution ete.) with 
staf) [Old English] 0 staffed adj. (also m comb.) 

staff college n. bri. Afi. ctc. a college at which 
officers are trained for staff duties. 

staffer ». (Sa member of a staff, esp. of a news- 
paper. 

staff notation 7. .\ fu). notation by means of a staff, 
esp. as distinct from tonic sol-fa, 

staff nurse 7. Bri. a nurse ranking just below a 
sister. 

staff officer 1. 
of an army ¢te. 

Staffordshire bull terrier 7. a dog of a small 
stocky breed of terrier, with a short broad head and 
dropped ears. 

staffroom i. a common room for staff, esp. in a 
school, 

staff sergeant 7. 1 /}n/. the scmor sergeant of a 
non-infaniry company, 2 US a non-commissioned 
officer ranking just above sergeant, 


stage. 1 an adult male deer, esp. one with a set of 


antlers. 2 Brit. Stock Exch, a person who applies for 
shares of a new issue with a view to selling at once 
fora profit. 3 aman who attends a social gathering 
unaccompanied by a woman. @ nin (stagged, 
stagging, Dri/. Stock Exch. deal in (shares) as a stag, 
[Middle English] 
stag beetle 7. < any beetle of the family 
Lucanidae, the male of which has large 
branched manclibles resembling a stag’s 
anders, & aentu 
stage e 7. 1a point or period in a 
development (reached a 
critical stage. ts in the larval stage). 
2 aa raised Moor or platlorm, esp. 
one on which plays ete. are per- 
formed belore an audience. & waitoK 
NM, LULATRL. biprec. hy the the acting 
or theatrical profession, the art of 
writing or presenting plays. ¢ the 
scene of acuion (he stage of politics), d = 
ai. 3. aa regular stopping place 
ona route, b the distance between two 
stopping places. ¢ Bri. = 1 yer stvct. 4a section of a 
rocket with a separate engine, jettisoned when its 
propellant is exhausted. 3 Geol, a range of strata 
6 Electronics a 
single amplify ing Wansistor or valve with the associ- 
ated equipment, 7 a raised plate on which an object 
is placed for imspection through a microscope. 
@ if 1 presenta play etc.) on stage. 2 arrange the 
slased a demonstiation, staged a comeback. 
0 go on the stage become an actor, hold the 
stage domunate a conversation cic. set the stage 
usu. foll. by for) prepare the way or conditions for 
an event ete. [based on Latin sfare “to 
stand] 0 stageable «dj. stageability 
nu, Stager 1. 
stagecoach 1. /is/. ¥ a laree closed 
horse-drawn coach running reeu- 


process or 


LASDING ST 


lorming a subdivision of a series. 


occurrence of 


drivel 


larly by stages between two places. ’ 
; | 


euard 


Ail, an officer serving on the staff 


staid 


stagecraft 7. skill or experience in writing or sta- 
ging plays. 

stage direction 7. an instruction in the text of a 
play as to the movement, position, tone, etc. of an 
actor, or sound effects ete. .> 

stage door 7. an actors’ and workmen’s entrance 
from the street to a theatre behind the stage. 

stage effect 7. 1 an effect produced in acting or on 
the stage. 2 an artificial or theatrical effect 
produced in real life. 

stage fright 7. nervousness belore or during an 
appearance before an auchence. 

stagehand 1. a person handling scenery ete. during 
a performance on stage. 

stage left adv. on the left side of the stage, facing 
the audience. 

stage-manage 1./; 1 be the stage manager of. 
2 arrange and contro! for eflect. 

stage manager ”. the person responsible for light- 
ing and other mechanical arrangements for a play 
etc, dstage management 77. 

stage name 7. a name assumed for professional 
purposes by an actor. 

stage play ”. a play performed on stage rather than 
broadcast etc. 

stage right adv. on the right side of the stage, 
facing the auclience. 

stage-struck aq. (illed with an inordinate clesire to 
vo on the stage. 

stage whisper 7. 1 an aside. 2 a loud whisper 
meant (o he heard by people other than the one 
addressed, 

stagey var. of stacy. 

stagflation ». Econ. a state of inflation without a 
corresponding increase of demand and employ- 
ment. 

stagger @ «1 a ir, walk unsteadily, totter. b Uf 
cause to totter (eas slaggered by the blow). 2 a tr. shock, 
confuse; cause to hesitate or waver (he question stag- 
gered them: they were staggered at the suggestion). b intr. 
hesitate; waver in purpose. 3 i arrange (events, 
hours of work, etc.) so that they cdo not coincide. 
4 fr; arrange (objects) so that they are not in line. 
ey. 1a tottering movement, 2 an overhanging or 
Agzag arrangement of like parts in a structure ete. 
[from Old Norse salkra| O staggerer v. 

staggering «dj. 1 astonishing, bewildering. 2 that 
slaggers. 0 staggeringly adi. 

staggers 7, 1 any of various parasitic or deficiency 
diseases of farm animals marked by staggering or 
loss of balance. 2 gidcliness. 

staghound ». any large dog of a breed used for 
hunting deer by sight or scent. 

staging 7. 1 the presentation of a play ctc. 2 aa plat- 
form or support or scaffolding, csp. temporary: 
b Bril. shelves for plants in a greenhouse. 

staging post 7. a regular stopping place, esp. on an 
alr route. 


stagnant adj. 1 (of liquid) motionless, having no 
the mind, 
sluggish. [from 
Latin séagnant- ‘slagnating | O stagnancy 7. stag- 
nantly adi. 


2 (of life. action, 
person) showing no activity, dull, 


current. business. a 


stagnate vinin be or become 


stagnant. O stag- 
roll-up nation 2. 
J leathes stag-night 7. {also 


CHITAIN 


stag-party) an all- 
male — celebration, 


1¢aTr vet tr 
esp. in honour o 
trunk ] 
a man about to 
marry. 


Stagy adj. {also 
Stagey) (stagier, 
Stagiest)  theatri- 
cal, artificial, exag- 
geratcd, O stagily 
adv. staginess i. 


staid adj. of quiet 


stain 


and steady character; sedate. variant of past parti- 
ciple siayed|  staidly adv. staidness n. 

stain ev. 1 fr, & intr discolour or be discoloured by 
the action of liquid sinking in. 2 ¢ sully, blemish, 
spoil, damage (a reputation, character, etc.). 3. ¢ 
colour (wood, glass, etc.) by a process other than 
painung or covering the surface. 4 é impregnate (a 
specimen) for microscopic cxamination with 
colouring matter that makes the structure visible. 
ex. La discoloration, spot, or mark. 2 a a blot or 
blemish. b damage to a reputation etc. (a stain on 
one’s character). 3 a substance used in staining. [from 
Old French desteindre ‘to deprive of brightness’| 
0 stainable adj. stainer 7. 

stained glass 7. » dyed or coloured 
glass, esp. in a lead framework in a 
window (also, with hyphen, a/trib.: 
stained-glass window). 

stainless adj. 1 (esp. of a repu- 
tation) without stains. 2 not lable 
lo stain. 

stainless steel n. an iron alloy 
containing chromium and resist- 
ant to tarnishing and rust. 

stair 7. 1 cach of a set of fixed 
steps, esp. in a building. 2 (usu. in 
pl) a set of such steps. [Old 
English] 

staircase v7. 1 a flight of stairs and 
the supporting structure. 2 Bril. a 
part of a building contaming a 
StaCase. 

stairhead 7. csp. Bril. a level space 
at the top of stairs. 

stairlift 1. a lift in the form of a 
chair carrying a person up ancl 
down stairs. 

stair-rod 7. 2 rod for securing a 
carpet in the angle between two 
steps 

stairway /. a staircase. 

stairwell 1. the shaft in which a 
staircase 1s built. 

staithe x. Bril. a wharf, esp. a 
waterside coal depot. [from Old 
Norse sééth ‘landing stage’ | 

stake’ e 1. 1 a stout stick or post 
sharpened at one nd and driven 
into the ground as a support, bound- 
ary mark, etc. 2 Aust. a the post to which a person was 
tied to be burnt alive. b (prec. by /he) death by burn; 
ing as a punishment (was condemned lo the stake), 3 
long vertical rod in basket-making. @ u/r TP fasten. 
secure, or support with a stake or stakes, 2. foll. by off. 
out) mark off tan areas with stakes. 3 state or estab- 
lish (a claim). O stake out colloy. 1 place undei 
surveillance. 2 place (a person) to maintain survel- 
lance. [Old English] 

stake? e 7. 1 a sum of money etc. wagered on an 
event, esp. deposited with a stakeholder. 2 (often 
foll. by im} an interest or concern, esp, financial 
3 (in pl.) a money offered as a prize esp. in a 
horse race. b such a race (maiden stakes: trial stakes 

O at stake 

2 at 


e@ wir wager (staked £9 on the next race 
1 risked, to be won or lost (life itself ts at stake). 
issue, in question. {Middle English | 

stake-boat n. a boat anchored to mark the course 
for a boat race cic 

stakeholder ». 1 ani independent party with whom 
wagered money ete. is deposited. 2 a person with 
an interest or concern in something, esp. a business. 

stake-out 7. colloy. a period of surveillance. 

Stakhanovite 7. a worker (esp. in the forme 
USSR) who is exceptionally productive or zealous 
[from A. G.  Stakhanov, Russian miner. 
1906 77] 

stalactite n. a tapering deposit of calcite hanging 
from the roof of a cave etc., formed by dripping 

cw, [based on Greek stalaktos “dripping | 


coal 


water. C 
D stalactitic ad). 


STAINED-GLASS WINDOW. 
AUGSBURG CALILYRAL, 
GOLRMANY 


stalagmite n. a mound or tapering column of 
calcite rising from the floor of a cave etc., deposited 
by dripping water. > cavr. (based on Greek stalagma 
‘a drop’] 0 stalagmitic ad. 
stale'e «dj. (staler, stalest) 1 a not fresh, not quite 
new (stale bread). b musty, msipid, or otherwise the 
worse for age or use. 2 trite or unoriginal (@ stale 
Joke). 3 (of an athlete or other performer) having 
ability impaired by excessive exertion or practice. 
@ wt. GS int, make or become stale, [Middle English| 
O staleness 71. 
stale? e ». the urine of horses and cattle. @ uinlr. 
(esp. of horses and cattle) urinate. [Middle English] 
stalemate e@ 7. 1 (hess a position counting as 
a draw, in which a player is not in check 
but cannot move except into check. 
2 a deadlock or drawn contest. 
: 1 Chess bring /a player) to a stale- 
mate, 2 bring to a standstill. 
stalk' 7. 1 the main stem of a 
herbaceous plant. 2 the slender 
attachinent or support of a teal, 
flower. fruit. ete. 3 a similar 
support for an organ etc. in an 
ammal. 4 a slender support o1 
linking shaft ma machine, object, 
etc., e.g. the stem of a wineglass 
{Middle Enghsh] 0 stalked ad). 
talso. in combi. stalkless aa). 
stalklike ad). stalky acd). 
stalk’ ey 1 /: pursue or approach 
(game, prey, or an enemy) stealth- 
iv, 2 it: stride, walk in a stately 
or haughty manner. 3 ix formal 
or /iterary move silently or threat- 
eningly through (a place) (fea 
stalked the streety,.@ n, 1 the stalking 
of game. 2 an imposing gail. 
[Old English, related to sti. 
Oo stalker vn. also in comb... 
stalking-horse 7. 1 a horse o1 
screen behind which a hunter ts 
conecaled. 2 a pretext concealing 
one’s real intentions or actions. 3 a 


weak political cancliclate who forees 
an election m the hope of a more 
serious contender coming forward, 
stall’ e@ ». 1 a trader's stand o1 
booth in a market etc 
or cowshed. b a compartment Lor 
one animal in this. 3 a fixed seat in the choir o) 
chancel of a church. more or less enclosed at the 
back and sides and often canopied. 4 usu. in pi. 
Brit. each of a set of seats in a theatre. usu. on the 
ground floor. > wpiorivm. 3 aa compartment lo 
one person im a shower-room, lavatory, ete. b a 
compartnent for one horse at the start of a race. 
6 a the stallmg of an engine or aircraft, b the 
condition resulting from this. 7 a receptacle or 
sheath for one object finger stall). e 7. La mir (of a 
motor vehicle or its engine) stop because of an 
overload on the engine or an inadequate supply of 
fucl to at. b imix cof an aircraft) reach a condition 
where the speed is too low to allow effective oper- 
ation of the controls. ¢ 
vehicle or aircraft) to stall. 2 ¢ put or keep (cattle 
cic.) ina stall or stalls. [Old English] 
stall® ¢. 1 ini: play for time when being questioned 
etc, 2 fr. delay, obstruct, block. [originally in sense 
‘to act as a pickpocket’s accomplice’. from Anglo- 
French| 
stallholder 77. Bri/. a person i charge of a stall ata 
market ete 


2Zaa stable 


cause (an engine O1 


stallion 7. an uncastrated adult male horse, esp. 
one kept for breeding. [from Old French esfa/on| 

stalwart e adj. 1 strongly built, sturdy. 2 courage- 
ous. resolute. determined supporters) 
e 7. astalwart person, esp, a loyal uncompromising 
partisan. (Old English] o stalwartly ad 


staleart 


a lowering 
pollen 


stamen 7. the male fertilizing organ of 
plant, including the anther contamune 


stand 


> rrowrr. [Latin, literally ‘warp in an upright loom, 
thread’| o staminiferous adj. 

stamina 7. the ability to endure prolonged physical 
or mental strain. [Latin pl. of stamisx, in sense 
‘threads spun by the Fates’ | 

stammer e?. 1 inf7, speak with halting articulation, 
esp. with pauses or rapid repetitions of the same 
syllable. 2 #: (often foll. by out) utter (words) in this 
way. @ 7. 1 a tendency to stammer. 2 an instance 
of stammering. [Old English] a stammerer n. 
stammeringly ad. 

stamp e». 1 a /. bring down (one’s foot) heavily on 
the ground etc. b é crush, flatten, or bring into a 
specified state in this way (stamped down the earth round 
the plant). ¢ intr. bring down one’s foot heavily; walk 
with heavy steps. 2 ‘7; a impress (a pattern, mark, 
etc.) on metal, paper, butter, etc., with a die or simi- 
lar instrument of metal. wood. rubber. etc. b im- 
press (a surface) with a pattern etc. in this way. 3 fr. 
affix a postage or other stamp to (an envelope or 
document). 4 4% assign a specific character to; char- 
acterize; mark out (slaps the story an invention). @n. 1 an 
instrument for stamping a pattern or mark. 
2 aa mark or pattern made by this. b the im- 
pression of an official mark required to be made 
on deeds, bills of exchange, etc., as evidence of 
payment of tax. 3.a small adhesive piece of paper 
indicating that a price, fee, or tax has been paid, 
esp. a postage stamp. 4 a mark impressed on or 
label etc. affixed to a commodity as evidence ol 
quality etc. 5 a a heavy downward blow with the 
foot. b the sound of this. 6 a characteristic mark 
or impress (bears the stamp of genius). OQ stamp on 
1 impress (an idea etc.) on (the memory etc.). 2 sup- 
press. stamp out 1 produce by cutting out with 
a die etc. 2 put an end to, crush, destroy, [in- 
fluencecl by Old French estamper (v.), French estampe 
(n.)] G stamper 7. 

stamp collector n. a person engaged in stamp 
collecting; a philatclist. o stamp collecting 2. 

stamp duty #. a duty imposed on certain kinds of 
legal document. 

stampede e . 1 a suclden flight and scattering of a 
number of horses, cattle. etc. 2 a sudden flight 
or hurried movement of people cue to mtcrest o1 
pane. 3 US the spontaneous and simultancous 
response of many persons to a common inpulse. 
@¢. 1 gf take partina stampede. 2 fr cause to do this. 
3 fx cause to act hurriedly or unreasoninely. [from 
Spanish es/ampida ‘crash, uproar’| 0 stampeder n. 

stamp hinge ». a small piece of gummed trans- 
parent paper used for fixing postage stamps in an 
album ete 

stamping ground 7. a favourite haunt or place ol 
acuon. 

stance 7. 1 an attitude or position of the body esp. 
when hitting a ball etc. 2 a standpoint: an attitude 
of mind. [from Italian s/anza} 

stanch! var. of sivcncu?. 

stanch? var. of srvwxcu!. 

stanchion /stan-shon/ 7. 1 a post or pillar, an 
upright support, a vertical strut. 2 an upright bar, 
pair of bars, or frame, for confining cattle in a stall 
[from Old French estanchon| 

stand e 2) (pas! and pas! part. stood) 1 intr, have o1 
take or maintain an upright position, esp. on the 
lect ora base. 2 min be situated or located. 3 itr be 
of aspecified height (stands sex fool three, & inh. be in 
a specified conchuon (stand le 
stood al YO"). 5 Ir. place or set in an upright or spect- 
fied position (s/oad tf against the wall), 6 inti, a moye to 
and remain in a specified position \sfand aside . b tak 
a specilied attitude (stand aloof 1. 7 inte maintain a 
position; avoid falling or moving or being moved 


accused, the thermo 


-ase LO MO\t 


od. 10 mn 


8 ji, assume a stationary position; ¢ 
9 intr. remain valid or unaltered: hold 


Vaut. hold a specified course vou are standing int 
danver). WL bh. enclure; tolerate cannot the pau 
how can you stand him’), 12 te. provide tor another 
others at one’s own expense (sloed hima drink 13 


olten loll. by 4 be a candidate lor an office 


niy) 


stand 


STAR 


Stars are created from clouds of gas and dust called nebulae. Regions 
of higher density inside these clouds collapse under the action of 

gravity to form protostars. A protostar becomes a main sequence star 
(ike our Sun) when nuclear reactions hydrogen fusing and being 
converted to helium begin in the star’s core. Low-mass and high- 
mass stars then develop differently. When all the hydrogen in a low- 
mass star’s core has been used, the star expands and its surface cools. 


It is then called a red giant, and begins to ‘burn’ helium. When an 
ageing red giant blows its outer layer of gas into space;it becomes a 
planetary nebula. As its core dims and cools, the star first becomes a 
white dwarf, then eventually a black dwarf (when the star stops shin- 
ing). High-mass stars develop from main sequence stars more quickly, 
becoming red supergiants. These explode into supernovas, their cores 
collapsing to form neutron stars or, if sufficiently massive, black holes. 


LIFE CYCLE OF A STAR 


EARLY STAGES OF A STAR 


200,000 BILLION KM 


1OO MILLION KM 


SEBO PROYLOS TAR 


RELATIVE STAR SIZES 


chite haat 


LATER STAGES OF A LOW-MASS STAR 
10,000 BILLION KM 


100 MILLION KM 


] MILLION KM 
RLD GIANT 


1.000 MILLION KM 


M.\IN 
SEQUENCE 
STAR 


Yi 


RED SUPERGIANT 


LATER STAGES OF A HIGH-MASS STAR ‘ 


a Sun 


SUPERNOVA 


10,000 KM 


10,000 KM 
t 


WHITE BLAGK 
DWARE DWARL 

PLANETARY NEBULA 
15 KM 


INDEFINITE 


NEUTRON , 
STAR 
50 KM | 


BLACK HOLE 


red giant 


legislature, or constituency). 14 inf: act in a speci- 
fied capacity (stood prow). 15 tr undergo (trial). 
e 7. 1a cessation from motion or progress, a stop- 
page (reas brought lo a stand). 2 aa halt made for the 
purpose of resistance. b resistance to attack or 
compulsion (esp. make a stand). © Cricket a prolonged 
period at the wicket by two batsmen. 3 aa position 
taken up (ood his stand near the door). b an atutude 
adopted. 4 a rack, set of shelves, table. etc., on o1 
in which things may be placed. 3 aa sinall open- 
fronted structure for a trader outdoors or in a 
market etc. b esp. Brit. a structure occupied by an 
organization at an exhibition. 6 a standing place 
for vehicles. 7 a a raised structure for spectators, 
performers, ete. to sit or stand on. b (Sa witness 
box. 8 Theatr etc. each halt made on a tour to give 
one or more performances. 9 a group of growiny 


B10 


plants (s/and of trees). as it stands 1 in its present 
condition, unaltered. 2 (also as things stand) in 
the present circumstances, it stands to reason 
see riLASON, Stand alone be uncqualled. stand 
and deliver! /)/. a highwayman’s order to hand 
over valuables etc. stand back 1 withdraw: take 
up a position further from the front. 2 withdraw 
emotionally in order to take an objective view. 
stand by 1 stand nearby: look on without inter- 
fering (zerll not stand by and see hum ill-beated). 2 up- 
hold, support, side with (a person), 3 adhere to, 
abide by \terms or promises). 4 a Naud. stand ready 
to take hold of or operate (an anchor ete.). b be 
ready to act or assist. stand a chance see cHANCT. 
stand corrected accept correction. stand down 
1 withdraw from a team, elecuon, ete. 2 leave the 
witness box. 3. Afi/, go off duty: relax after a state 


of alert. stand easy! see casy. stand for 1 rep- 
resent, signify, imply (*US" stands for ‘United States’: 
democracy stands for a greal deal more than thal). 2 (often 
with neg) collog. endure, tolerate, acquicsce in. 
stand one’s ground maintain one’s position, not 
yield. stand in (usu. foll. by for) deputize; act in 
place of another stand a person in good stead 
see siiab. Stand off move or keep away, keep 
one’s distance. stand on insist on, observe scrupu- 
lously {stand on ceremony; stand on one’s dignity). stand 
on one’s own feet (or own two feet) be self- 
reliant or independent. stand out 1 be prominent 
or conspicuous or outstanding. 2 (usu. foll. by 
against, for) hold out; persist im opposition or 
support or endurance. stand over I stand close 
to (a person; to watch, control, threaten, etc. 2 be 
postponed, be left for later settlement etc. stand 


stand-alone 


pat see mr?. stand to 1 Mil. stand ready for an 
attack (esp. before dawn or after dark). 2 be likely or 
certain to (stands to lose everything). stand up 1 a rise 
to one’s feet from a sitting or other position. b come 
to or remain in or place in a standing position. 2 (of 
an argument etc.) be valid. 3 collog. fail to keep an 
appointment with. stand up for support, side 
with, maintain (a person or cause). stand upon = 
stand on. stand up to 1 mect or face (an opponent) 
courageously. 2 be resistant to the harmful effects 
of (wear, use, etc.). stand well (usu. foll. by wth) 
be on good terms or in good repute. take one’s 
stand on base one’s argument etc. on, rely on. [Old 
English] 

stand-alone adj. (of a computer) operating in- 
dependently of a network or other system. 

standard e 7. 1 an object or quality or measure 
serving as a basis or example or principle to which 
others conform or should conform or by which 
others are judged. 2 a the degree of excellence ete. 
required for a particular purpose (nol up to standard). 
b average quality (of a low standard). 3 the ordinary 
procedure, or quality or design of a product, with- 
out added or novel features. 4 W a distinctive flag. 
5 a an upright support. b an upright water or gas 
pipe. 6 aa tree or shrub that grows on an erect stem 
of full height and stands alone without support. ba 
shrub grafted on an upright stem and trained in tree 
form. 7 a document specifying nationally or inter- 
nationally agreed properties for manufactured 
goods ete. (British Standard). 8 a thing recognized as 
a model for imitation etc. 9 a tune or song of estab- 
lished popularity. @ adj. 1 serving or used as a stand- 
ard (a standard siz). 2 of a normal or prescribed 
quality or size etc, 3 having recognized and perman- 
ent value; authoritative (the standard book on the 
subject). 4 (of language) conforming to established 
educated usage (standard English). 0 raise a stand- 
ard take up arms; rally support (vaised the standard of 
revolt). [from Old French estendart| 


STANDARD: 171H-GENTURY NORWEGIAN 
CAVALRY SLANDARD 


standard assessment task vn. a standard test 
given to school children to assess their progress in a 
core subject of the national curriculum. 

standard-bearer 7. 1 a solclicy who carries a stand- 
ard, 2 a prominent leader in a cause. 

standard deviation 7, Sfalis/ir) a quantity calcu- 
lated to inclicate the extent of deviation for a group 
as a whole. 

standardize ©. (also -ise) 1 fr cause to conform to 
a standard. 2 ir. (foll. by on) adopt as one’s stand- 
ard or model. 0 standardizable adj. standard- 
ization 7. standardizer n. 

standard lamp 2. Sri. a lamp set on a tall upright 
with its base standing on the floor. 

standard of living 7. the degree of material 
comfort available to a person or class or com- 
munity. 

standard time nz. a uniform time for places in 
approximately the same longitude. 

standby e 7”. (/)/. -bys) 1 a person or thing ready if 
needed in an emergency ete. 2 readiness for duty 
(on standby), @ adj. 1 ready for immediate use. 2 (of 
air travel, theatre seats, etc.) not booked in advance 
but allocated on the basis of earhest availability, 


standee 7. collog. a person who stands, esp. when all 
seats are occupied. 

stand-in 7. a deputy or substitute, esp. for an actor 
when the latter’s acting ability is not needed. 

standing e 7. 1 esteem or repute, esp. high; status, 
position ( people of high standing; 1s of no standing). 2 dur- 
ation (a dispute of long standing). @ adj. 1 that stands, 
upright. 2 a established, permanent (a standing rule). 
b not made, raised, etc. for the occasion (a standing 
army). 3 (of a jump, start, race, etc.) performed 
from rest or from a standing position. 4 (of water) 
stagnant. 5 (of corn) unreaped. G leave a person 
standing make far more rapid progress than he or 
she. 

standing joke 7. an object of permanent ridicule. 

standing order 2. esp. Bri. an instruction to a 
banker to make regular payments, or to a 
newsagent etc. for a regular supply of a periodical 
EtG: 

standing orders n.//. the rules governing pro- 
cedure in a parliament, council, society, etc. 

standing ovation 7”. a period of prolonged 
applause during which the crowd or audience rise 
to their fect. 

standing room 2. space to stand in. 

standing wave n. Physics the vibration of a system 
in which some particular points remain fixed while 
others between them vibrate with the maximum 
amplitude. 

stand-off half 7. (also stand-off) Rugby a half- 
back who forms a link between the scrum-half and 
the three-quarters. 

stand-offish ad). cold or distant in manner. 0 stand- 
offishly adv. stand-offishness i. 

standpipe 1”. a vertical pipe extending from a water 
supply, esp. one connecting a temporary tap to the 
mays. 

standpoint ». I the position from which a thing is 
viewed. 2 a mental attitude. 

standstill 1. a stoppage; an inability (o proceed. 

stand-to n. fil. the action or state of standing to; 
readiness for action or attack. 

stand-up altrib.ad;. 1 (of a meal) eaten standing. 
2 (of a fight) violent, thorough, or fair and square. 
3 (of a collar) upright, not turned down. 4 {of a 
comedian) performing by standing before an audi- 
ence and telling jokes. 

stank fus/ of sins. 

Stanley knife x. Brit. propr a type of very sharp 
knife with a replaceable blade. [from Stan/e, 
proprictary name for hand tools] 

stannary 1”. (p/. -ies) (usu. in p/. prec. by the) any of 
several Un-mining districts in Cornwall and Devon. 
{from medieval Latin stannana (pl.)] 

stanza ». the basic metrical unit in a poem or verse 
consisting of a recurring group of lines. [Italian, 
literally ‘standing place, chamber, stanza’| 0 stan- 
za’d ad). (also stanzaed) (also in comb.). stanzaic 
ad). 

staphylococcus 7, (//. staphylococci, any 
bacterium of the genus Staphylococcus, occurring 1n 
grapclike clusters, and sometimes causing pus 
formation usu. in the skin and mucous membranes 
of animals. [from Greek staphulé ‘bunch of grapes” 
+ kokkoy ‘berry’| a staphylococcal ad. 

staple! en. a U-shaped metal bar or 
piece of wire with pointed ends 
for driving through and clench- 
ing papers, fastening netting or 
clectric cable, ete. @ afr provide or 
fasten with a staple. [Old English] 
0 stapler n. 

staple’ e». 1 the principal or an important 
article of commerce (the staples of British 
udustry). 2 the chief clement or a main 
component, e.g. of a diet. 3 a raw 
material, 4 the fibre of cotton o1 
wool etc. as determining its quality 
(cotlon of fine staple). @ adj. Y main 
or principal {slaple commodities). 


ate 


anus 


STARFISH: 
SC ARLES SIARPISH 


(Henricia sanguinolenta) 


starkers 


2 important as a product or an export. @ w/z sort or 
classify (wool etc.) according to fibre. [from Middle 
Dutch stapel ‘pillar, emporium’ | 

staple gum 7. a hand-held device for driving in 
staples, 

star en. 1 a celestial body appearing as a luminous 
point in the night sky. 2 (in full fixed star) such a 
body, being so far from the Earth as to appear 
motionless (except for the diurnal rotation of the 
heavens), in contrast to planets, comets, etc. 
3 Astron. <a large gaseous body (such as the Sun), 
naturally luminous from internal nuclear reactions. 
> Sun. 4a celestial body regarded as influencing a 
person’s fortunes etc. (born under a lucky star). 5 a thing 
resembling a star er having the conventional shape 
of a star, with five or more radiating lines. 
6 a figure or object with radiating points esp. as a 
mark of rank or excellence. 7 a a famous or bril- 
liant person; the principal or most prominent 
performer in a play, film, etc. (the star of the show). 
b (attrb.) outstanding; particularly brilliant (star 
pupil). ev. (starred, starring) 1 a /, (of a film etc.) 
feature as a principal performer. b iniz (of a 
performer) be featured in a film etc. 2 é (esp. as 
starred adj.) a mark, set, or adorn with a star or 
stars. b put an asterisk or star beside (a name, an 
item in a list, etc.). [Old English] o stardom n. 

star anise 7. a small star-shaped fruit with an 
aniseed flavour, used in Asian cookery. 

starboard |Vaul. & Aeron. @ n. the right-hand side 
(looking forward) of a ship, boat, or aircraft (cf. 
port), @ v.ér (also absol.) turn (the helm) to star- 
board. [Old English stéorbord ‘rudder side’, early 
‘Teutonic ships beimg steered with a paddle over the 
right side| 

starboard tack sce tack 'n. 4. 

starboard watch see waicu 7. 3b. 

starburst 7. 1 aa pattern of radiating lines or rays 
around a central object, light source, etc. b an 
explosion or Photog a lens attachment producing 
this cflect (starburst filter), 2 Astron. a period of 
intense activity, apparently star formation, in 
certain galaxies. 

starch e 7. I an odourless tasteless polysaccharide 
occurring widely in plants as a carbohydrate store 
and obtained chiefly from cereals and potatoes. 
2 a preparation of this for suffening fabric. 3 stiff- 
ness of manner; formality. @ vé stiffen (clothing) 
with starch. [Old English} 0 starcher x. 

starchy ad). (starchier, starchiest) I a of or like 
starch. b containing much starch. 2 (of a person) 
precise, prim. o starchily adv. starchiness un. 

star-crossed adj. archaic ill-lated., 

stardust 7. 1 a twinkling mass. 2 an illusory or 
insubstantial substance. 

stare @?. 1 jr (usu. foll. by at) look fixedly with eyes 
open, esp. as the result of curiosity, surprise, be- 
wilderment, admiration, horror, ctc. 2 itr (of eyes) 
be wide open and fixed. 3 @ (foll. by into) reduce (a 
person) to a specified condition by staring (s/ared me 
into silence). @ n. a staring gaze. OO stare down (or out} 
outstare. stare a person in the face be evident or 

immunent. [Old English] 0 starer zn. 

starfish n. (//. usu. same) < an echino- 
derm of the class Asteroidea with five or 
more radiating arms, & RCHINODLRM 


star fruit 2. = Canwinoi.. 

stargazer 7. collog. 
usu. derog. or joc. 
an asWwonomer or 
astrologer. G stargaze 


madreporite 


edt 

stark e «adj. 1 desolate, bare (a 

stark landscape). 2 sharply evident: 

brutally simple qin sfark contrast: the 
stark reality). 3 downright, sheer (starA 
madness). @ adv. completely (stark 
naked). {Old English] o starkly 
adv. starkness 1. 


starkers adj. Bri. collog. stark 


naked, 


starlet 


starlet 7. 1 a promising young performer, esp. a 
woman. 2 a little star. 
starlight 7. 1 the light of the stars (cealked home by 
sleaalight), 2 attrib.) = srvauir (a starlight night. 
starling 7. a small gregarious 
partly migratory bird, Sturnus 
vulgarts, with blackish-brown 
speckled lustrous plumage. 
> prin. [Old English} 
starlit ad. 1 it by stars. 
2 with stars visible. 
Star of David ». <a figure 
consisting of two interlaced 
equilateral triangles used as a 
Jewish and Israeli symbol. 
starry adj. (starrier, star- 
riest) 1 covered with or full 
of stars. 2 resembling a star. 
O starrily adi. starriness /. 
starry-eyed = adj. alloy. 
1 visionary: cuthusiastic but 
impractical. 2 cuphoric, 
Stars and Stripes ».//. ¥ the national flag of the 
US 


symbol of 


Elephantine Jews, 


STAR OF DAVID 


stripes represent 13 


original states 


stars represent 0 states 
of the Union 


STARS AND STRIPES 


star shell 7. an explosive projectile designed to 
burst im the air and light up the enemy's position. 

starship 1. \in science fiction, a large usu. manned 
spacecraft for interstellar space travel. 

star-spangled «7. (esp. ol the US national flag 
covered or glittering with stars. 

star-struck adj. fascinated or greatly mmpressed by 
stars in entertalment or stardom. 

star-studded «/). containing or covered with many 
stars, esp, featuring many famous performers 


start @e «1 ot & intr. begin: commence. 2 & set 
(proceedings, an event, etc.) mM mauon (fart the meet 
me. started a fie), 3 intr (olten fol. by on) make a 
bevinning (slated on an . 4 ints toften foll, 
Dy after, for set oneself in motion or action cai! he 
hauled, and started afler her. & intr set out: begin a 
journey etc. 6 (often foll, by ef a int (of a machine 
begin operating. bf. cause 1a machine ete.) to begin 


project 


operating. 7 7, a cause or enable (a person) to make 
a beginning with something, aéarted me in business 
with £10,000). b toll. by pres. part.) cause (a 
person to begin tdome somethings (dhe smoke slated 
me coughing . 8 t. soften foll. by wp found or establish: 
originate. 9 win (fol. by af, comfy have as the first of 
a scrics of items, e.g. ina meal (cee started wilh soup, 
10 f. give a signal to (competitors to startin a race. 
AD at, voften Toll. by up. fiom, ete.) make a sudden 
movement from surprise. pain, ete. (farted al Uh 
sound of my vou, 12 intr doll. by out. up, from, etc.) 
started up from the chair). 13 tr 
14 fr rouse czame etc. from its 
lair, 15 intr be displaced by pressure or shrinkage: 
come loose, @ a. La beevinnine of an event, action, 
journes. ete. 2 the place from which a race ct 
begins. 3 an advantage given atthe beginning of 4 
wound var. 4 an advantageous mitial 
position in life. business, et 


spring eu up, cl 


coneceive ta baby 


paceretes 1a fa 
a git dsiattin life. 5a 
sudden movement of 
. 6 an intermittent or 


movement esp. vor hy fils and start 


SUP PEIN rf pam. Gti Vou £ 
smocie effort on 
O for a start 


mea start 


collog. as a beginning; in the first place. start a 
hare see ii\n.. start in collog. 1 begin. 2 (foll. by on) 
US make a beginning on. start off 1 begin: 
commence, 2 begin to move. start on collog. attack; 
nag: bully. start out 1 begin a journey. 2 (foll. by fo 
+ infin.) colley, procced as intending (to do some- 
thing). start over .\. -Imer begin again. start up 
arise: occur, to start with I in the first place; 
before anything else is considered. 2 at the begin- 
ning, [Old English] 

starter 7. 1 a person or thing that starts. 2 an esp. 
automatic device for starting the engine of a motor 
vehicle etc. 3a person giving the signal for the start 
of arace. 4a horse or competitor starting ina race. 
5 esp. Brit. the first a meal. o for 
starters cv/log. to start with. under starter’s 
orders (of racchorses etc.) in a position to start a 
race and awaiting the starting signal. 

starting block 7. (usu. in p/.) ¥ a shaped rigid block 
lor bracing the feet of a runner at the start of a 
Pace, 


course of 


adjustable 
— foolrest 


guard 


7.253 2 2903 2 


STARTING BLOCKS 


starting gate 7”. a movable barricr for securing a 
fair start in horse races 
starting pistol 7, >» 4 pistol 
usec to give the signal for the 
start of a race, 

starting point 1. the poi 
from which a journey, process. 
urgument, etc. begms. 
starting post /. the post from 
which competitors start in a 


ace, 
STARTING 


starting price 7. the odds 
PISTOL 


ruling at the start of a horse 
Patt. 

startle 7./r give a shock or surprise to; cause (a 
person cte.) to start with surprise or sudden alarm, 
[Old English] 0 startler ». 

startling ad. 1 surprising. 2 alarming [slariling 
news,. O startlingly ad 

start-up #2. the action or an instance of starting up, 
esp. the starting up of a business, machine. or series 
of operations (often alfreh: start up costs) 


star turn 7. 4r//, the principal item in an entertain- 
ment or performance. 

starve @. 1 im. dic of hunger: suller from mal- 
nourishment. 2 /: cause to die of hunger or suffer 
from lack of food. 3 ii (esp. as starved ad). or 
starving aj.) colloy. fee] very hungry (1m slaving 
4 int. a suller from mental or spiritual want. b (oll. 
by: for; feel a strong craving for (sympathy, amusc- 
ment, knowledge, ete.) 5 & a (loll. by off OY fon 
deprive off keep scantily supplied with (starved of 
alfechon:, b cause to sufler from mental or spiritual 
want. 6 @ atoll. by i/o) compel by starving (starved 
ilo subnassion), b Poll. by val) compel to surrender 
ete. by starving ifarved them out). [Old Enelish steorfan 
‘to dic | G starvation 1. 

starveling «ii/ai @ 7. a starving ar ill-fed person or 
animal, @ ad). starving. 

stash collog. @ of 1 conceal: 
putin a sale or hidden place. 2 hoard. stow, store. 
@ 7. La hiding place or hideout. 2 a thine hidden: 
a cache. {L8ith-century coinage] 


folten fol, by area 


stasis 1. | )/. stases) 1 inactivity: stagnation: a state 
of equilibrium, 2 a stoppage of circulation of any 
of the body fuids. [modern Latin] 

stat’ 7. collog. a thermostat. 

stat? 1. (usu. in plo esp... Amer. a statistic. 

state @ 1). 1 the exisung condition or position of a 
person or thing, 2 coflfag, aan excited. anxious, or 


static 


agitated mental condition (esp. m a@ state). b an 
untidy condition. 3 (also State) a an organized 
political community under one government; a 
nation. b such a community forming part of a 
federal republic, esp. the United States of America. 
c (the States) the US. 4 (also State) (alin) a of, 
for, or concerned with the State (Stale documents). 
b reserved for or done on occasions of ceremony 
slate apartments, stale visil). © involving ceremony 
(stale opening of Parliament). 5 (usu, State) civil 
government (Church and State; Secretary of State’. 
@ «lr 1 express, esp. fully or clearly. in speech or 
writing (have stated my opinion). 2 fix, specify (at stated 
intervals). O in state with all due ceremony. of 
state concerning politics or government, state of 
things (or affairs or play) the circumstances; the 
current situation. [Middle English: partly from 
sri, partly from si\ius] G statable ad. state- 
hood ». 
statecraft 7. the art of conclucting affairs of State. 
State Department ». (in the US) the department 
of foreign affairs. 
state house 7. 1 (°S the building where the legis- 
lature of a state meets. 2 VI a private 
house built at the government's 
expense, 
stateless adj. having no nationality 
or ciuzenship. G statelessness 1. 
stately ad. (statelier, stateliest; diguified: 
imposing; grand. d stateliness n. 
stately home 7. /ri/, a large magnificent house, 
esp. one open to the public. 
statement 7. 1 the act or an 
instance of stating or being 
stated; expression in words. 
2 « thing statecl: a declaration. 
3 a formal account of facts, esp. 
to the police or in a court of law 
(make a statement, 4a record of trans- 
acuorms in a bank account ete. 
3 asformal notification of the 
amount due to a tradesman ete. 
state of emergency 7. a con- 
clition of danger or disaster affect- 
ig a country, esp. with normal constitutional 
procedures suspended. 
state of grace 7. (Se condition of being free from 
wrave SIN, 
state of life 7. rank and occupation. 
state of the art n. 1 the current stage of develop- 
ment of a practical or technological subject. 2 (usu. 
state-of-the-art) (a/irih.) using the latest tech- 
hiques or equipment (s/ale of-the-art weaponry). 
state of war u. the situation when war has been 
declared or is in progress. 
state pension sce pissin! 7. la, 
state prisoner SEC PRISONLE OL STALL, 
stateroom 1. 1 a state apartment ina palace. hotel, 
ctc. 2a private compartment in a passenger ship or 
(Strain. 
state school 7. Byi/. a school managed and funded 
by the public authorities, 
state’s evidence 2. = Quiinsi\iniact, 
stateside adj. esp. US colloy. of, in, or towards the 
United States. 
statesman 1, (//. -men: /e. stateswoman, //. 
-women, 1 a person skilled in afliirs of state, esp. 
one taking an active part in politics. 2 a dis- 
tinguished and capable politician. [from states man. 
translating French homme dal] 0 statesmanlike 
ad). statesmanly ad. statesmanship a, 
statesperson /. a statesman or stateswoman, 
statewide aid). US so as to include or cover a whole 
state, 
static e ad. 1 stationary; not acting or changing: 
passive. 2 Physics a concerned with bodies at rest or 
forces m equilibrium topp. pysamie adj. 2ay, b acting 
ius weight but not moving i /alic pressure. © of statics. 
@ 7.1 static clectricity, 2 atmospherics. [from Greek 
statihos] 


static electricity 


static electricity 7. » clectricity not flowing as a 
current. 


statics n.p/. (usu. treated as ying) 1 the science of 


bodies at rest or of forces in equilibrium (opp. 
pynamics a). 2S srwic 7. 

station e 2. 1 a a regular stopping place on a rail- 
way linc. b the buildings at this (see also nus sTAriON, 
COACH stALION). 2 a place or building etc. where a 
person or thing stands or is placed, esp. habitually 
or for a definite purpose. 3 a designated point or 
establishment where a particular service or activity 
is based or organized (police station; polling station). 
4 an establishment involved in radio or television 
broadcasting. 5 a military or naval base. 6 position 
in life; rank or status (ideas above your station). 
7 Austral. & NZ a large sheep or cattle farm. 
@ vf 1 assign a station to. 2 put in position. [from 
Latin slatio 

stationary adj. 1 not moving (hit a sfationary car). 
2 not meant to be moved: not portable (s/atzonary 
engine). 3 not changing in magnitude. numbcr, qual- 
ity, efficiency, etc. (slationary temperature). [Midclle 
Enghsh| 0 stationariness 1. 

stationer 7. a person who sclls writing materials 
etc. [from medieval Latin staonarus ‘established 
bookseller’, as opposed to an itincrant traclesman| 

stationery 7. writing maicrials etc. sold by a stationer. 

Stationery Office n. (in the UK) the Govern- 
ment’s publishing house which also provides 
stationery for Government offices, 

station house 7. (Sa police station. 

stationmaster ». the official in charge of a railway 
station. 


station of the cross 1). RC (ih. cach of a scrics of 


usu. 1+ images or pictures representing the events 
in Christ’s passion. 

station wagon /. ¢s). (San estate car. 

statism 7. centralized State administration and 
control of social and economic alliurs. 0 statist 1. 

statistic e 7. a staustical fact or em. @ adj. = s1\1- 
istic... [from German sfatistisch, Stalishih| 

statistical adj. of or relating to statistics. O stat- 
istically adi. 

statistical significance 1). = sii\iiicanc i. +. 


statistics 7.//. 1 (usu. treated as sug.) the science of 


collecting and analysing numerical data. 2 any 
systematic collection or presentation of such facts. 
0 statistician 7. 

statuary e ad}. of or for statues \s/aluary art). @ n. \ pl. 
-ies) 1 statues collectively. 2 making statues. 

statue 1. a sculptured, cast, carved, or moulded 
figure of a person or animal, esp, life-size or larger 
(cf siarttite). [from Laun sfatua] o statued ad. 

statuesque «dj. like. having the 
beauty of. a statue. O statuesquely adv. 

statuette 7. a smal] statue; a statue less than life- 
size. [French] 

stature 7. 1 the height of a (esp. humant hoch. 
2 a degree of eminence, social standing, or 
advancement; mental or moral calibre. [from Latin 
statura| O statured ad). (also in cont/.). 

status 7. 1 rank. social position, relation to others, 
relative importance. 2 a superior social etc. pos- 
ition. 3 the position of affairs (/et me Anow if the status 
changes’, [Latin, literally “standing ’| 

status quo 7. the existing state of affairs. [Latin, 
literally “the state in which] 

status symbol /:. a possession etc. taken to mdicate 
a person's high status. 

statute 7. 1 a written law passed by a legislative 
body. e.g. an Actof Parliament. 2 a rule of a corpor- 
ation, mtended to be permanent. 


dignity or 


founder, ¢etc., 
[from Late Latin sfafufum “(thing) set up’| 

statute book ». 1 a book or books containing the 
statute law, 2 the body of a country’s statutes. 

statute law 1. 1 (:ollec/., the body of principles and 
rules of law laid down in statutes ref coves ian, 
GASE LAW. 2 a statute, 

statute mile sce viii. |. 


STATIC ELECTRICITY 


The build up of charged particles in one 
location is called static electricity. When, for 
example, a polythene rod is rubbed against 
a jersey, the rod picks up electrons (the nega- 
tively charged particles in an atom) from the 
jersey, and becomes charged with static elec- 


polythene rod 
charged with 
static electricity 


Meld te I 


gold-leaf 


electroscape 
glass case 
central strip 
gold leaf 
lifts 


FOIE NUDE rae RONG OT CGN iC) TOMMASO NI Te, 
QUST MTC SEE CRTC Dy 


statutory ad. required, permitted, or enacted by 
statute, D statutorily ad. 

statutory rape 7. [8 the act of sexual mtercourse 
with a minor, 

staunch! adj. also stanch; 1 wustworthy, loyal. 
2 .of @ ship. joint, etc.) strong, watertight, airught, 
ete. [from Old French estanche (fem.) ‘watertight, 
O staunchly ad, staunchness 1. 

staunch? »./7; (also stanch 1 restrain the Now of 
(esp. blood). 2 restrain the flow from (esp. a wound). 
[ftom Old French evtanchier| 

stave @ 7. 1 cach of the curved pieces of wood 
forming the sides of a cask, pail, etc. 2 = sit n. 3. 
3 a stanza or verse. @ v.fr { past and pas! part. stove 
or staved I break a hole in. 2 crush or knock out 
of shape. o stave in crush by forcing inwards. 
stave off pas/ and past parl. staved avert or deter 
(esp. danger or mislortune). [back-formation [rom 
staves. pl. of sii] 

staves pi. of siwi 1. 3. 

stay'e ©. I i/r continue to be in the same place or 
condition: not depart or change. 2 itr a have 
temporary residence as a visitor etc. (slaved with them 
for Christmas). b Se. & S.Af. dwell permanently. 3 fr 
archaic or literary stop or check (progress, the inroads 
of a disease, etc.). 4 &. postpone judgement, de- 
cision, ete. 5 a ints show endurance. b &. show 
endurance to the end of (a race ete.) 6 intr \foll. by 
for, to) wait long enough to share or join in an activ- 
ity ete. (slay lo supper: slay for the film). @ n. La the act 
or an instance of staying or dwelling in one place. 
b the duration of this. 2 a suspension or postpone- 
ment of a sentence, judgement, etc. (7a, granted a 
stay of execution. 3a prop or support. 4 yin pl.) fast. a 
corset esp. with whalebone etc. stiffening. and 
laced. o has come (or is here) to stay co//oq. niust 
he regarded as permancnt. stay the course 
pursue a course of action or endure a strugele ete. 
to the end. stay in remain indoors or at home, esp. 
in school after hours as a punishment. stay the 
night remain until the next day. stay put remam 
where it is placed or where one 1s. stay up not go 
to bed funtil late at mght). {from Latin sare “to 
stand’] o stayer 7. 

stay’ @ 7. 1 a .\aul. a rope supporting yy mast. 
> kieGing, sur, ba guy oF rope suppor ting a flagstall 
or other pole. 2 a tie-picce in an aircraft ete. 


steal 


tricity. Touching the rod to the top of an 
electroscope, as shown below, causes the 
electricity to discharge: electrons flow down 
the central strip. Because hike charges repel. 
the rod’s electrons and the gold leaf’s elec- 
trons moye a. “Snes the gold leaf to lift. 


rod alom 
electron 
transfer of 
electrons 
electron 


metal top 
atuin 
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REPULSION OF ELEC VRONS 


@ wf, support (a mast ete.) by stays. [Old English 
leg ‘to be firm’) 

stay-at-home e ad). remaining habitually at home. 
@ ”. a person who does this. 

staying power 7. endurance, stamina. 

staysail 1. a triangular fore-and-alt sail extended 
on a stay. & se nooNLR, SHIP 

STD abi. 1 Brit. subscriber trunk dialling. 2 sexually 
transmitted disease. 

stead 7. 0 in a person’s (or thing’s) stead as a 
substitute: instead of him or her or it. stand a 
person in good stead be aclvantageous or 
serviceable to him or her. [Old English sede *‘place’| 

steadfast adj. constant, firm, unwavering. [Old 
English] o steadfastly ad:. steadfastness 1. 

steading 1. Sv. & \. Engl. a farmstead. 

steady @ a). steadier, steadiest) 1 firmly fixed 
or supported or standing or balanced. 2 done or 
operating or happening in a uniform and regular 
manner (@ steady pace; a steady increase). 3 a constant 
in mind or conduct; not changeable. b persistent. 
4 (of a person) serious and dependable in behay- 
iour, 3 regular, established (a steady girlfriends. 6 ac- 
curately directed: not faltering; controlled (a steady 
hand: a steady eye, steady nevves\. @ vir G intr. (-1es, 
-ied) make or become steady (steady the boat), 
@ ade. steadily (hold if steady). @ int. as a command or 
warning to take care. @ x. ( pl. -ies) collog. a regular 
boyfriend or girlfriend. 0 go steady (often foll. by 
ieth) collog. have as a regular boyfriend or girlfriend. 
steady on! Bri/. take care! [based on si1.\n| O stead- 
ier 7). steadily adi. steadiness 

steady state 7. an unvarying condition in a phys- 
ical process ete., esp. as in the (now rarely held 
theory that the universe is eternal and maintained 
by constant creation of matter. 

steak 7. 1 a thick slice of meat (esp. beef) or fish. 
often cut for grilling, frying, ete. 2 beef cut for stew- 
ing or braising, & cv 1. [from Old Norse s/ezA] 

steakhouse 7. a restaurant specializing in serving 
beefsteaks. 

steak knife 7. a knife with a serrated steel blade tor 
cating steak. 

steal @ &. (fav! stole; pay! part. stolen, 1 fh. ,also 
abyol.) a take (another person’s property: legally. 
b take property ete.) without right or permission. 


stealth 


STEAM ENGINE 


To power a steam locomotive, coal is burnt in When the steam is at a high pressure, it is 

a firebox, producing hot gases (mainly carbon _ fed into cylinders. ‘Khe steam expands and 
dioxide and carbon monoxide). These gases forces pistons back and forth, which turn the 
then heat water in a boiler to produce steam. locomotive’s wheels (via a rod and crank). 


a 


hth 


steely 


indiscriminately. 2 (foll. by through) force (a measure 
etc.) through a legislature by overriding opposition. 
steamship 7. a ship propelled by a steam engine. 
steam train 7. a train driven by a steam engine. 
D& TRAIN ree 
steam turbine 7. ¥ a turbine in which a high- 
velocity jet of steam rotates a bladed disc or drum, 
steamy adj. (steamier, steamiest) 1 like or full of 
steam. 2 collog. erotic. 0 steamily ado. 


f » hot aeares 


connecting rod 


firebo Xy 


crank 
CUPAWAY VIEW OF A 
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE 


esp. in secret with the intention of not returning it. 
2 f. obtain surreptitiously or by surprise (sfole a hess). 
3 fr a gain insidiously or artfully. b ‘often foll. hy 
away) win or get possession of (a person's affections 
etc.), esp. insidiously. 4 ivf, move, esp. silently or 
stealthily. 5 f: a (in various sports) gam (a run, the 
ball, etc.) surreptitiously or by luck. b Baseball run 
to (a base) while the pitcher is in the act of delivery. 
@7.1 US collog. the act or an instance of stealing or 
theft. 2 collog. an unexpectedly easy task or good 
bargain. O steal a march on get an advantage 
over by surreptitious means: anticipate, steal the 
show outshine other performers, esp. unexpectedly, 
steal a person’s thunder use another person's 
idea, policy, ete., and spoil the eflect the onginator 
hoped to achieve. [Old English] a stealer rn. (also in 
comb... 
stealth 7, 1 secrecy. a secret procedure. 2 (attrib) 
designed in accordance with or designating the 
technology which makes detection by radar or 
sonar difficult. 0 by stealth surreptitiously. [Middle 
English} 
stealth bomber 1. an aircraft designecl to make 
detection by radar or sonar difficult. & romBrr 
stealthy adj. (stealthier. stealthiest) donc. 
acting, or moving with stealth. G stealthily ad. 
stealthiness 7. 
steam e7/. 1 a the gas into which water is changed 
by boiling. b a mist of liquid particles of water 
produced by the condensation of this gas. 2 any 
similar vapour. 3 a energy or power provided by a 
steam engine or other machine. b collog. power on 
energy generally. @ ¢ 1 ¢# a cook (food) in steam, 
b soften or make pliable timber ete.) or otherwise 
treat with steam. 2 imix give off steam or othe 
vapour, esp. visibly, 3 mx a move under steam 
power (the ship steamed down the riven, b (toll, by ahead, 
away, etc.) collog. proceed or travel fast or with 
vigour. 4 fx G@ intr tusu. foll. by up) a cover or 
become covered with steam, b sas 
steamed up adj.) collog. angry or excited. 5 /x (fol. 
by open etc.) apply steam to the gum of {a sealed 
envelope to get it open. 6 dr slang (of a gang) pas» 
rapidly through a public place, robbing bystanders 
O get up steam I generate 
enough power to work a steam engine, 2 work 
oneself into an energetic or angry state. let off 
steam relieve one’s pent up feclings or energy. run 
out of steam lose one’s impetus or energy. under 
one’s own steam without assistance: unaided. 
{Old English] 
steam bath 1 
bathing in 
steamboat #. a boat propelled by a steam engine. 


condensed 


by force of numbers 


a room etc. filled with steam for 
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piston 7 


smokestack 


, piston 


ToSae 
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steam engine 7. 1 an engine which uses the ex- 
pansion or rapid condensation of steam to gener- 
ate power. 2 & a locomotive powered by this. 

steamer 7. la person or thing that steams. 2 a vessel 
propelled by steam, esp. a ship. 3 a receptacle in 
which things are steamed, esp. cooked by steam. 
4 slang a member of a gang involved in steaming 
(see STEAM 2, 0). 

steamer rug 7. (’Sa (ravelling rug. 

steam hammer /’. « forging-hammer powered by 
steam. 

steam iron 7. an electric irou that emits steam to 
improve its pressing ability: 

steam power 7. the force of steam applied to 
machinery etc. 

steamroll (7 esp. (1S = sve MRouer @, 

steamroller e 7. 1 a heavy slow-moving vehicle 
with a roller, used to flatten new-made roads. 2 a 
crushing power or force. @ w/z 1 crush forcibly or 


STEAM TURBINE 


Steam turbines provide most of the world’s 
power. To operate a turbine, high-pressure 
steam is directed on to moving metal blades 
connected to a central shalt. Fixed blades 
with slanting slots ensure the steam hits the 


moving 
blades 


sean 
Fe 
outlet pun Ri. 
— 
steam out ——) 
oullel pipe — 
SLO TION THROUGH AN 


libata ENS Ra lbe alts 


_ fixed blades 


™ 


stearic adj. derived from stearin. [based on Greek 
stear ‘tallow’| 0 stearate 7. 

stearic acid 2. a solid saturated fatty acid obtained 
from animal or vegetable fats. 

stearin 7. I a glyceryl ester of stearic acid. 
2 a mixture of fatty acids used in candle-making. 
[based on Greek stear ‘tallow’] 

steatite /steer-tyt/ 7. = soarsrone. [from Greek 
sleatités| 

steed 2. archaic or poel. a horse. [Old English stéda 
‘stallion’ | 

steel e 7. 1 any of various grey or greyish-blue 
alloys of iron with carbon and usu. other elements, 
much used as structural materials and in manu- 
facturing. 2 hardness of character; strength, firm- 
ness (nerves of steel). 3 a a rod of steel on which 
knives are sharpened. > vrensu.. b a strip of steel for 
expanding a skirt or stiffening a corset. 4 (not in pi.) 
literary a sword, lance, etc. (warriors worthy of their 
steel). @ adj. 1 made of steel. 2 like steel. @ vin & reff. 
harden or make resolute (séeeled myself for a shock). 
{Old English] 

steel band 2. a band of musicians who play (chiefly 
calypso-style) music on steel drums. 

steel-clad ad. wearing armour. 

steel wool 7, ® an abrasive 
substance consisting of a 
mass of fine steel shav- 
ings. 

steelworks 7.p/. (usu. 
treated as sing.) a place 
where steel is manutac- 
tured. o steelworker 7. 

steely «dj. steelier, steeli- 
est) 1 of, or hard a8, steel. 
2 severe; ruthless (steely composure: 
steely-eyed glance). O stgeliness n. 


STEEL WOOL 


moving blades at the correct angle. As the 
steam expands, the blades spin, causing the 
turbine shaft to rotate, This turning shaft can 
be used to drive a range of devices, including 
an electric generator or a ship’s propeller. 


steam 
Hla 


steam in 


inlet pipue 


\ turbine 


shaft 


= steam oul 


steelyard 


steelyard 2. a kind of balance with a short arm to 
take the item to be weighed and a long graduated 
arm along which a weight is moved until it balances. 

steep! e adj. 1 sloping sharply (a steep hill; steep stairs). 
2 (of a rise or fall) rapid (a steep drop in share prices). 
3 ( predic.) collog. a (of a demand, price, etc.) ex- 
orbitant; unreasonable (esp. @ bi! steep). b (of a story 
etc.) exaggerated; incredible. @ n. a steep slope; a 
precipice. [Old English] 0 steepen vini; & tr 
steepish adj. steeply adv. steepness n. 

steep? e@ v7 1 (often foll. by 7) soak or bathe in 
liquid. 2 (foll. by im; usu. in passive) a pervade or 
imbue with (steeped in misery). b make deeply 
acquainted with (a subject etc.) (steeped in the classics). 
@ 7. 1 the act or process of steeping. 2 the liquid for 
steeping. [Middle Enelish| 

steeple 7. <4 tall tower, esp. one 

: surmounted by a spire, above the 

roof of a church. [Old English] 

Oo steepled ad). 

steeplechase zn. I a horse race 
(originally with a steeple as the 
goal) across the countryside or 
on a racecourse with ditches. 
hedges, etc. to jump. 2 a cross- 
country foot race. 0 steeple- 
chaser 1), steeplechasing 1. 


spire 


= steeplejack 7. a person who 
climhs tall chimneys, steeples, 
etc., to do repairs ete. 

steeple steer’ v 1 f& a guide (a ve- 
hicle, aircraft, 
etc.) by a wheel 
etc. b guide ta 
vessel) by a rud- 
der or helm. 
2 intr, guide a 
vessel or vehicle 
in a_ specified 
direction {tried to 


lI 


= aay 


mH i} I si 7" 


eee 3 F . steer left). 3 tr 

: i ret: LT) .- °° direct one’s 

“fs et ae ay course). 4 intr 
direct 


one’s 
course im a 
specified — dir- 
ection (steered for the railway station). 5 tr guide the 
movement or trend of (steered them into the garden: steered 
the conversation away from that subject). O steer clear of 
take care to avoid. [Old English] o steerable ad). 
steerer 7. steering 7. (esp. in senses |, 2), 
steer® n. = suttovk. [Old English] 
steerage 7. 1 the act of steering. 2 esp. Has/. the part 


STEEPLE OF SALISBURY 
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The stem is a plant’s above-ground 
support structure, bearing its leaves, 
buds, and flowers. It also forms part of 
a plant’s transport system. Xylem tissue 
carries minerals and water 
from the roots to the rest of the 


plant, while phloem tissue con- / 
veys nutrients produced in the 

leaves. There are two types of 

stem: herbaceous (non-woody) 

stems, which clie at the end of 

cach growing season; and 

woody stems, which develop 

continuously, adding a ring restn 
consisting of secondary xylem duct 
and secondary phlocm peridermis — 


every growing season. 


SECTION THROUGH A WOODY (PINE) STEM 


rele y 


of a ship allotted to passengers travelling at the 
cheapest rate. 3 /ist. (in a warship) quarters assigned 
to midshipmen etc. just forward of the wardroom, 

steerage-way 7. the amount of headway required 
by a vessel to enable it to be controlled by the helm. 

steering column 2. the shaft or column which 
connects the steering wheel, handlebars, etc. of a 
vehicle to the rest of the steering gear. 

steering committee 7. a committee deciding the 
priorities or order of business, or managing the 
general course of operations. 

steering wheel 7. a wheel by which a vehicle etc. 
is steered, > car 

steersman 7. (//. -men) a person who steers a 
vessel. 

stegosaur 7. ¥ a plant-eating dinosaur of the genus 


Stegosaurus or related genera, with a double row of 


large bony plates (or spines) along the hack. > pino- 
saur. [from Greek stegé ‘covering’ + sauros ‘lizard’| 


STEGOSAUR | Aentrosaurus species) 


stein /styn/ 7. a large mug, esp. for beer. [German, 
literally ‘stone’] 

stellar adj. 1 of or relating to a star or stars. 2 esp. 
N. Amer. a having star performers (stellar cast). 
b collog. outstanding (stellar performance by the team). 
[based on Latin séel/a *star’] 

stellate ad. (also stellated) arranged like a star; 
radiating. [from Latin ste/latus| 

stem 'e 7. 1 ¥ the main body or stalk of a plant. 2 the 
stalk supporting a fruit, flower, or leaf, and attach- 
ing it to a larger branch, twig, or stalk. 3 a stem- 
shaped part of an object esp.: a the slender part of 
a wineglass. b the tube of a tobacco pipe. c a ver- 
cal stroke in a letter or musical note. 4 Gram. the 
root or main part of a noun, verb, etc. to 
which inflections are added. 5 .Naut. the 
main upright umber or metal piece at the 
bow of a ship (from stem to stern). @ v. 
stemmed, stemming) 1 ifr (toll. by from) 
spring or originate from (sfems from a desire fo win. 
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step 


2 tf remove the stem or stems from (fruit, tobacco. 
etc.). 3 & (of a vessel ete.) hold its own or make head- 
way against (the tide etc.). [Old English] a stemless 
ad}, stemmed ad}. (also in comb), 

stem? e ». (stemmed, stemming) 1 /, check or 
stop. 2 & dam up (a stream etc.). 3 inf slide the tail 
of one ski or both skis outwards usu. in order to 
turn or slow down. @ 7. an act of stemming on skis. 
{from Old Norse stemma] 

stem cell 7x. Biol. an undilterentiated cell from 
which specialized cells develop. 

stem stitch 7. an embroidery stitch used for 
narrow stems ete. 

stem turn 7. a turn on skis made by stemming with 
one ski. 

stench 7. a foul smell. [Old English] 

stencil e 7. 1 (in full stencil-plate) W a thin sheet 
of plastic, metal, card, etc. in which a pattern or 
lettering is cut, used to produce a corresponding 
pattern on the surface beneath it by applying ink, 
paint, etc. 2 the pattern, lettering, etc., produced by 

a stencil-plate. @ utr (stencilled, stencilling: 

US stenciled, stenciling) 1 produce (a 
pattern) with a stencil. 2 decorate or 

mark (a surface) in this way. [from 
Old French estanceler ‘to sparkle. 
cover with stars’} 
stencil- plate 


painted stencil brush , 


pattern | | 


STENCIL-PLATE 


Sten gun 7. V a type of lightweight sub-machine 
gun. [from the initials of the inventors’ surnames, 
Shepherd and Yurpin, on the pattern of Bren] 


magazine release 
catch | 
foresight 


cocking 


handle 


rear sight 


N 
skeleton butt 


silencer 


magazine 
magazine / housing trigger! \ trigger 
guard 
STEN GUN 


steno 7. (pl. -os) \. Amer. collog. a stenographer. 
Jabbreviation| 

stenography ». shorthand or the art of writing 
this. [based on Greek stenos ‘narrow’] O sten- 
ographer 7. stenographic «d), 

stentorian adj. (of a voice or something uttered) 
loud and powerful. [based on Greek Stentor, herald 
in the ‘Trojan War (Homer, Iliad v. 7851] 

step e@ 7. 1 a the complete movement of one leg in 
walking or running (look a step forward). b the 
distance covered by this. 2 a unit of movement in 
dancing, 3 a measure taken. esp. one of several in a 
course of action {/ook steps to prevent it; considered tt a 
wise Step). 4 a a flat-topped structure used singly or 
as one of a series, for passing from one level to 
another. b the rung of a ladder. ¢ a platform etc. in 
a vehicle provided for stepping up or down. 5a short 
distance (only a step from my doon. 6 the sound o1 
mark made by a foot in walking etc. (heard a step on 
the stains. 7 the manner of walking ete 
heard \Anow: her by her step). 8 a a degree in the 
scale of promotion, advancement, or precedence 
b one of a series of fixed points on a payscale ete. 


as secu Ol 


step- 


9 (in pl.) (also pair of steps sing) Bril. = sicrvnvrr. 
® 1. (stepped, stepping) 1 mé: lifi and sect down 
one’s foot or alternate feet in walking. 2 ur come 
or go in a specified direction by stepping, 3. indy, 
make progress in a specitied way (slepped inlo a new 
Job), 4 Ir (toll. by off, oul; measure (distance) by step- 
ping. 3 @ perform (a dance). 5 in step 1 stepping 
in me with music or other marchers. 2 confornm- 
ing with others. in a person’s steps following a 
person's cxample, keep step remain in step. mind 
(or watch) one’s step be carcful. out of step not 
in step. step by step gradually; cautiously. step 
down I resign. 2 Electr, decrease (voltage) by using 
a transformer. step in 1 enter a room, house, etc. 
2 a intervene. b act as a substitute for an indisposed 
colleague etc. step on it (or on the gas) colloq. 
1 accelerate a motor vehicle. 2 hurry up. step out 
1 leave a room, house, ctc. 2 be active socially. 
3 take large steps. step out of line hehave inappro- 
priately or disobediently. step up 1 a increase, 
intensify vnust slep up productions. b Electr. increase 
(voltage) using a transformer. 2 come forward for 
some purpose. turn one’s steps go in a specified 
direction. [Old English] 0 stepped a7. stepwise 
adv. & adj. 
step- comb. form denoting a relationship resulting 
from a remarriage (slep-grandchild:. [Old English 
ah of 
step aerobics 7./)/. a type of acrobics involving 
stepping up on to and down [rom a portable block. 
stepbrother 7. a son of a step-parent by a 
marriage other than with one’s father or mother, 
stepchild 7. (//. -children: a child of 
husband or wife by a previous marriage. 
stepdaughter ». a female stepchild. 
stepfamily 7. | /)/. -ies) a [amily 
that includes a stepchild or 
stepchildren, 
stepfather 7. a 
parent. 
stephanotis 7. any climbing 
tropical plant of the genus 
Stephanotis, culuvated for tts 
fragrant waxy Howers. {from 
Greek, literally ‘ft for a 
wreath] 


Trp 


one’s 


stern 


lung 


male step- 


heart <4 


rib 


stepladder 7. a short ladder 
with flat steps and a folding 
prop, used without being leant 
against a surface. 
stepmother 7. a [cmale step- 
parent. | dives 
step-parent 7. a mothers or fathers 
later husband or wile. 
steppe 7. a level 
plain. {from Russian s/ep'| 
stepping stone v7. 1 a raisecl stone m a stream, 
muddy place, ete. to help m crossing. 2 a means or 
stage of progress to an endl. 


STERNUM: [ 


SHOWING | 


grassy unforested 


stepsister 7. a daughter of a step-parent by a 
marriage other than with one’s father or mother, 

stepson 77. a male stepchild. 

stereo @ 1. (//. -os) 1 a a stercophonic record 
player, tape recorder, et. b stereophony. 2 = sire: 
scope, @ ad, 1 = sii xtortonic. 2 stereoscopic. 

stereo- com. form solid: having three dimensions. 

slic | 

stereophonie ad. .of sound reproduction) use 
two or more channels so that the sound has the 
eflect of being distributed! and of coming from 
more than one source, © stereophonically ad. 
stereophony 1. 

stereoscope 7. a device by which two photographs 
of the same object taken at shehdy different angles 
are Viewed together, giving an impression of depth 
and solidi. G stereoscopic «aj. stereoscop- 
ically «d:. stereoscopy 1. 


fromiCaper hs 


stereotype e7. 1 aa person or thing that conforms 
to an unjustifiably fixed mental picture. b such an 
Impression or attitude, 2 a printing-plate cast rom 


H1b 


a mould of composed type. @ uf 1 (esp. as stereo- 
typed adj.) standardize; cause to conform to a type. 
2 a print from a stereotype. b make a stereotype of. 
{from French adj. stéréotype] O stereotypic ad). 
stereotypical adj, stereotypically adv. stereo- 
typy 7. 

sterile adj. 1 not able to produce crop or fruit or 
young; barren. 2 unproductive (s/erle discusstons). 
3 free from living micro-organisms etc, 4 lacking 
originality or emouve force. [from Latin. séeriis] 
O sterility 7. 

sterilize v./y, (also -ise) 1 make sterile. 2 deprive of 
the power of reproduction. 0 sterilizable ad). 
sterilization 7. sterilizer 1. 

sterling e adj. 1 of or in British money ( pound ster- 
ling). 2 (of a coin or precious metal) genuine; of 
standard value or purity. 3 (of a person or qualities 
etc.) of solid worth; genuine, rehable (sterling work). 
e 7. British money { paid in sterling). [originally the 
English silver penny of the Norman dynasty] 

sterling area 7. a group of countries with cur- 
reneies ued to British sterhng and holding reserves 
mainly in sterling. 

sterling silver 1. silver of 92 + per cent purity. 

stern! adj. severe, grim; enforcing discipline or 
submission (@ stern evpression, stern treatment). [Old 
English] a sternly adv, sternness 7. 

stern’ z. 1 the rear part of aship or boat, 2 any rear 
part, [Midelle English] o sternward adj. & adv. 
sternwards acdc. 

sternal ad). of or rclating to the sternum. 

Nault. the central upright support at 


sternpost /). 
the stern, 


sternum /. (/)/. sternums or sterna 

the breastbone. & skiios. [from 
Greek slernon “chest | 

steroid /steer-oid/ 1. Biochem. 
any of a group of organic 
compounds with a character- 

ise structure of four rings of 


carbon atoms, — includine 
many hormones, alkaloids, 
and vitamins. [based on 


SiLkOL] O steroidal ad). 
sterol /steer-ol/ 7. Chem. 
any of a group of naturally 
occurring steroid alcohols. 
stertorous adj. (of breath- 
ing ete.) laboured and nowy, 
[based on Latin. sfertere 
snore | O stertorously ad. 


ha 


stomach stet 7, (stetted, stetting) 
Lint (usu. written on a 

TUMAN REBOAGL proof-sheet etc.) ignore or 
HL STERNUM cancel the correction or alter- 


ation; let the original forma stand. 
2 fr wrile “steU against; cancel the correc- 
uon of [Latin, literally ‘let it stand] 
stethoscope //. » an instrument used in 
listening to the action of the heart, 
lungs. ete., usu. consisting of a circular 
piece placed against the chest, with 
tubes leading to carpieces. B seryaneo- 
vwwomt str. [from French sléthoscope} 


stetson 1. a slouch hat with a very wide 
brim and a high crown, & tat. [named 
after J. B. Stetson, American hat-maker, 
1830 1906] 

stevedore 7. a person cmployed in loading 
and unloacing ships. [vom Spanish estivador] 

stewe.. Lf. & intr cook slowly in simmer- 
mg liquid in a closed dish, saucepan, ete 
2 inh. collog. ye oppressed by heat or 
humidity. 3 alr collog. a suller 
prolonged embarrassment, anxicty, 
ete. b (loll. by over, fret or be anxious. 

4 inh. Brit. tea) become bitter o7 
strong with prolonged brewing, 5. fr (as 
stewed ad.) collog. drunk. @ n. 1a dish 
of stewed meat ete. 2 colloy. an agitated 


tol 


ealftree 


hollox: 


tube 


hats 


diaplricn 


STETHOSCOPE 


stick 


or angry state (be in a stew’). O stew in one’s own 
juice be left to suffer the consequences of one’s 
own actions. [from Old French estuze] 
steward e 1, 1 a passengers’ attendant on a ship or 
aircraft or train. 2 an official appointed to keep order 
or supervise arrangements at a meeting or show or 
demonstration etc. 3 = sHop sriwarp. 4 a person 
responsible for supplies of food ete. for a college or 
club etc. 5 a person employed to manage another's 
property. 6 Bri. the title of several officers of state 
or the royal household (Lord High Steward). 
@ vir act as a steward of (will steward the meeting). 
{Old English] a stewardship 1. 
stewardess 7. a {cmale steward, esp. on a ship or 
aircraft. 
stick! 7. 1 aa short slender length of wood broken 
or cut from a tree. b this trinimecd for use as a 
support or weapon. 2 a thin rod or spike of wood 
etc. for a particular purpose (cocktail stick). 3 an 
implement used to propel the ball in hockey or polo 
etc. > HOUKEY, POLO STICK. 4a gear lever. 5 a conduct- 
or’s baton. 6 aa slender piece of celery, dynamite, 
deodorant, etc. b a number of bombs or para- 
troops released rapidly from aircraft. 7 punish- 
ment, esp. by beating. 8 esp. Bril. collog. adverse 
criticism (look a lol of stich\. 9 collog. a piece of wood 
as part of a house or furniture (@ fez sticks of furnt- 
ture). 10 collog. a person, esp. one who is dull or 
unsociable (a funny old stick). 11 (in pl; prec. by the) 
collog. remote rural areas, 12 (in pl.) Austral. slang 
goalposts. O up sticks Bri/. collog. go to live else- 
where. [Old English] 
stick? « | past and past part. stuck, 1 tr, (foll. by m, 
into, through) msert or thrust (a thing or its point) 
(stuck a finger in moe eve: stick a pin through it). 2 tr insert 
a pointed thing into; stab. 3, G intr: (foll. by in, into, 
on, etc.) a fix or be fixed on a pointed thing. b fix or 
be fixed by or as by a pointed end. 4 t @ intr fix or 
become or remain fixed by or as by adhesive ete. 
(stich @ label on itz the label won't stick). 5 int, endure; 
make a continued impression (the scene stuck in my 
mind, the name stuck). 6 intr. lose or be deprived of the 
power of motion or action through adhesion or 
jamming or other impediment. 7 collog. a tr. put in 
a specified position er place (stick 1 im your pocket). 
b ini, remain in a place (stuck indoors). 8 collog. a inir. 
(of an accusation ¢ tc.) be convincing or regarded as 
valid (could not make Sie charges stick). b in. (foll. by ov) 
place the blame for (a thing) on (a person). 9 ix Bri. 
collog. endure, tolerate (could not stick it any longer). 10 fr: 
foll. by at) collog. persevere with. oO be stuck 1 be 
unable to progress. 2 he confined in a place (was 
Muck in the house). be stuck for be at a loss for or n 
need of. be stuck on collog. ye infatuated with. be 
stuck with collog. be unable to get rid of. get 
stuck in (or into) col/og. begin in earnest. stick 
around ¢o/log. linger; remain. stick at it colloq. 
persevere, stick at nothing allow nothing, esp. 
no scruples, to deter one. stick by (or with 
or to} stay loyal or close to. stick °em up! 
collog. hands up! stick fast adhere or 
become firmly fixed or trapped in a position 
or place. stick in one’s throat be against 
one’s principles. stick it on collog. 1 make 
high charges. 2 tell an exaggerated story. 
stick it out col/og. put up with or persevere 
with a burden etc. to the end. stick one’s 
neck (or chin, out expose oneself to 
censure ete. by acting or speaking boldly. 
stick out protrude or cause to protrude or 
project (stuck hes longue outs stich out your chest). 
stick out for persist in demanding. stick 
out a mile (or like a sore thumb) collog. 
be very obvious or incongruous. stick to 
1 remain close to or fixed on or to. 
2 remain faithful to. 3 keep to (a subject 
cle.) (slick to the point). stick to a 
person’s fingers collog. (of money) be 
embezzled hy a person. stick together 
collog. remain united or mutually loyal. 
stick to one’s guns see wun. stick to it 
persevere. stick up 1 be or make erect or 


stickability 


protruding upwards. 2 fasten to an upright surface. 
3 collog. rob or threaten with a gun. stick up for 
support or defend. stick with collog. remain in 
touch with or faithful to; persevere with. [Old 
English] 
stickability n. collog. perseverance; staying power. 
sticker 7. 1 an adhesive label or notice etc. 2 a 
person or thing that sticks. 3 a persistent person. 
sticking plaster n. Brit. an adhesive plaster for 
wounds etc. 
p sticking point m. the place where obstacles 
arise to progress or to an agreement etc. 
stick imsect n. ¥ any insect of the 
family Phasmidae with a twiglike 
body. 


antenna 


STICK INSECT: 
GIANT SPINY 
STICK INSECT 

(Acrophylla trtan) 


lle 
spiny abdomen nae 


\ flattened, leaf-like legs 


stick-in-the-mud 7. col/og. an unprogressive or 
old-fashioned person. 

stickleback 7.» any small fish of 
the family Gasterosteidae, 
esp. Gasterosteus aculeatus, 

with sharp spines along 

the back. [Old English 

sticel “thorn, sting? + ba 
‘back’ | 

stickler x. (foll. by for) a 
person who insists on some- 
thing (a steckler for accuracy). [from 
obsolete stickle ‘to be umpire’ | 

stickpin 7. NV. Amer an ornamental tiepin. 

stick-up 7. collog. a robbery using a gun. 

sticky adj. (stickier, stickiest) 1 tending or 
intended to stick or adhere. 2 glutinous, viscous. 
3 a humid. b damp with sweat. 4 collog. awkward or 
uncooperative; imtransigent (was very sticky about 
giving me leave). 5 collog. difficult, awkward (a stecky 
problem). Q come to a sticky end Br. die or come 
to grief in an unpleasant or painful way. 0 stickily 
adv. stickiness 7. 

stickybeak Austral. & NZ slang @ n. an inquisitive 
person. @ v.inlr: pry. 

sticky wicket 7. collog. difficult circumstances. 


STILL 


The distillation of spirituous liquors (such 

as whisky) begins by heating an alco- 

holic mixture of fermented sub- 

stances and water in a copper 

still. The temperature is kept 

between 78.5 °C (173 °F), the 

boiling point of alcohol, and 

| 100 °C (212 °F), the boiling 
point of water, to ensure only the 
alcohol boils. The resulting 
vapour rises through the neck 
of the still and condenses 
in the cooling vat. The 

| condensate will have 
a higher alcoholic 

| strength than the 
original mix. 
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STICKLEBACK: IHREE-SPINED 
STICKLEBACK 
(Gasterosteus aculeatus) 


stiff @ adj. 1 rigid; not flexible. 2 hard to bend or 
move or turn etc. 3 hard to cope with; needing 
strength or effort (a stiff test; a stiff climb). 4 severe or 
strong (a stiff breeze; a stiff penalty). 5 formal, 
constrained. 6 (of a muscle or limb etc., or a person 
affected by these) aching when used, owing to 
previous exertion, injury, etc. 7 (of an alcoholic or 
medicinal drink) strong. 8 (predic.) collog. to an 
extreme degree (bored stiff, scared stiff). 9 (foll. by 
with) collog. abounding in (a place stiff wtth tourists). 
e@ n. slang a corpse. [Old English] 0 stiffish ad). 
stiffly adv. stiffness 7. 
stiffen utr. G inir. make or become stiff. a stiffener 
n. stiffening n. 
stiff neck 7. a rheumatic condition in which the 
head cannot be turned without pain. 
stiff-necked adj. obstinate or haughty. 
stiff upper lip 2. firmness, fortitude. 
stifle v1 f smother, suppress (stifled a yawn). 2 intr. 
& fr, experience or cause to experience constraint 
of breathing (stifling heat). 3 ir, kill by suffocating. 
0 stifling adj. © adv. stiflingly adv. 
stigma 7. (/. stigmas or esp. in sense 4 stig- 
mata) 1 a mark or sign of disgrace or discredit. 
2 (foll. by of) a distinguishing mark or character- 
istic. 3 the part of a pistil that receives the pollen in 
pollination. & rower. 4 (in pl.) Eccl. (in Christian 
belief) marks corresponding to those left on 
Christ’s body by the Crucifixion, said to have been 
impressed by divine favour on the bodies 
of St Francis of Assisi and others. 
[Greek, literally ‘a mark made by 
a pomted instrument; a brand’| 
stigmatize wiz (also -ise) de- 
scribe as unworthy or disgraceful. 
[from Greek stgmatizeim ‘to mark 
with a brand’] o stigmatiza- 
tion 7. 
stile n. an arrangement of 
steps allowing people but not animals to 
climb over a fence or wall. [Old English] 
stiletto 7. (p/. -os) 1 a short dagger. 2 a pointed 
instrument for making eyelets etc. 3 (in full stiletto 
heel) a a long tapering heel of a shoe. b a shoe 
with such a heel. [Italian, literally ‘little dagger’ | 
still’ e adj. 1 not or hardly moving. 2 with little or no 


sound; calm and tranquil (a still evening). 3 \of 


sounds) hushed, stilled. 4 (of a drink; not effer- 
vescent. @ 7. 1 deep silence (2m the still of the mghi). 
2 an ordinary static photograph (as opposed to a 
motion picture), esp. a single shot from a cinema 
film. @ adv. 1 without moving (stand sill). 2 even 


CUTAWAY MODEL OF A POT SL! 


delivery tube 


reooden 
cooling val 


neck 


copper still 


brick 
_—_ surround 


stinging nettle 


now or at a particular time (they still did not under- 
stand; why are you still here?). 3 nevertheless. 4 (with 
compar. etc.) even, yet, increasingly (sée/ greater efforts: 
still another explanation). @ v.tr, G int, make or become 
sull; quieten. {Old English] o stillness 7. 

still? n. y an apparatus for distilling spirituous 
liquors etc. [from obsolete Middle English verb séid/ 
‘to disull’] 

stillbirth x. the birth of a dead child. 

stillborn ad. 1 born dead. 2 (of an idea, plan, etc.) 
abortive: not able to succeed. 

still life n. (p/. still lifes) (hyphenated when aftr.) 
a painting or drawing of inanimate objects such as 
fruit or flowers. 

Stillson 7. (in full Stillson wrench) a large wrench 
with jaws that tighten as pressure is Increased. 
> wrencu. [named after D. C. Stillson, 1830-99, its 
mventor| 

stilt 7. 1 either of a pair of poles with supports for 
the feet enabling the user to walk at a distance 
above the ground. 2 9 cach of a set of piles or posts 
supporting a building etc. 3 any wading bird of the 
genus Himantopus, with long slender legs. [Middle 
English] 


aay 
AR 


STILT HOUSE, THAILAND 


stilted adj. 1 (of a literary style etc.) stuf and un- 
natural; bombastic. 2 standing on stilts. o stiltedly 
adi. stiltedness n. 

Stilton xn. prope a kind of strong rich cheese, often 
with blue veins, originally made in Leicestershire 
and formerly sold at a coachmg inn in Sulton (now 
in Cambridgeshire), © ctirisi 

stimulant e «adj. that stimulates, esp. bodily or 
mental activity. @ 7. 1 a stimulant substance. 2 a 
stimulating influence. [from Latin smaudani- ‘urging, 
goading | 

stimulate «fr: 1 apply or act as a stimulus to. 
2 animate, excite, arouse. 3 be a stimulant to. 
D stimulating adj, stimulation 1. stimulative 
ad). stimulator n. stimulatory ad). 

stimulus 7. ( //. stimuli /-ly/) 1a thing that rouses 
to activity. 2 a stimulating or rousing effect. [Latin. 
literally ‘goad, spur’} 

stimy var. of sryMiL. 

sting @ 7. 1 a sharp wounding organ of an insect, 
nettle, etc. 2 a the act of inflicting a wound with 
this. b the wound itself or the pain caused by it. 
3 a painful quality or effect (the sting of hunger: stings 
of remorse). 4 pungency, sharpness, vigour (@ slug in 
the voice). 5 slang aa swindle or robbery. b a police 
undercover operation. @ % (fast and past part 
stung) 1 a fr wound or pierce with a sting, b iif, be 
able to sting 2 intr @ ty feel or cause to feel a 
ungling physical or sharp mental pain. 3 / (foll. by 
into’ meite by a strong or painful mental effect eas 
stung into replying). & tr. slang swindle or charge exor- 
hitantly. o sting in the tail an unpleasant or prob- 
lematic end to something, occurring unexpectedh 
[Old English] o stingingly adv. stingless ad) 

stinger 7. 1 a stinging insect, snake, netue. ev 
2 a sharp painful blow. 

stinging nettle 1. a nettle, (rica diowa, having 
sunemyg hairs. 


S 


stingray 


poisonous spine 
stingray 
n.®& any cartilagin- 
ous fish of the fainily 
Dasyatidae or Urolophidae, 
having a flattened diamond- 
shaped body and a poisonous spine at 
the base of the tail. > rw 
stingy /stin-ji/ «adj. (stingier, stingiest) 
nigeardly, mean, O stingily adi. stinginess n. 
stink e ©. (/as/ stank or stunk; pay part. stunk 
1 int. emit a strong offensive smell. 2 & (often 
foll. by out) fill ja place) with a stink. 3 a (foll. 
by out ete.) drive (a person) out cte. by a stink. 
4 inti. collog. be or seem very un- 
pleasant, contemptible, or scan- 


foul- lal 1 

: : ae 
smelling clatous. @ n. a strong ol 
spore offensive sinell. 2 collog. a row or 
ss fuss (the affair caused quite a stinky. 


a like stink ¢col/og. intensely; 
extremely hard or fast ete. (tcork- 
mg like stink). {Old English] 
. stink bomb ». a clevice emitting 
a stink when exploded. 
stinker 1. 1 a person or thing that 
stinks. 2 s/ang an objectionable 
person or thing. 
stinkhorn 1. 4 any foul-smelling 
fungus of the order Phallales. 
stinking @ ad. 1 that stinks. 
2 slang very objectionable. @ adi. 
lang extremely and usu. objec: 
tionably (stmking rch). a stink- 
ingly «di: 
stinky ad). stinkier, stink- 
iest) collog. having a strong 
or unpleasant smell, 


STINKHORN: 
COMMON STINKITORN 
(Phallus impudicus 


SLICE 

Sewing stitches have a variety of uses, in- 
cluding creating a seam (when two or more 
pieces of material are joined by a line of 
sutches), neatening a raw edge, making a 
buttonhole, or producing a hem (a cloth’s 
edge that has been turned under and then 
sewn down. Hand stitches are often used 
to sew areas a machine cannot easily reach. 
Machine stitches perform the same func- 
tions as hand sutches. but are created much 
more quickly, Some stitches have decorative 
and practical uses. The zigzag stitch, for 
example, can be used as decoration on 
dress shirts, or as an edging stitch (to pre- 
vent fraving). Sutches are also uulized in 
embroidery, crochet, and knitting. 
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stint e«. 1 # supply (food or aid ctes) in a niggardly 
amount or grudgingly. 2 &@ (often reff.) supply (a 
person ete.) in this way. 3 adr (foll. by on) be grude- 
ing or mean about. @ 7. 1a limitation of supply or 
effort (zerthout stint). 2 an allotted amount of work 
do me's stint). 3 a small sandpiper, esp. a dunlin. 
[Old English sépntan “to blunt, dull] 

stipend /sty-pend/ n. a salary, esp. Bril. one paid 
toa clergyman, [from Latin s/ipendium| 

stipendiary /s\\-pend-ya-ri/ @ «dj. 1 receiving a 
supend. 2 working for pay. @ 7. (pl. -ies) a person 
receiving a stipend. 

stipendiary magistrate 7. a paid professional 
magistrate. 

stipple e». 1 fr. © intr. draw or paint or engrave ctc. 
with dots instead of Imes. 2 fx roughen the surface 
of (paint, cement, etc... @ #. 1 the process or tech- 
nique of stippling, 2 the effect of stippling. [from 
Dutch s/ppelen to keep pricking’] 0 stippler n. 
stippling ». 

stipulate of 1 demand or specily as part of a 
bargain or agreement. 2 (foll. by for) mention or insist 
upon as an esscnuial condition. 3 (as stipulated ad). 
Jaid down in the terms of an agreement. [based on 
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stirrup 


Latin stipulatus ‘having exacted a guarantee’] Ostipu- 
lation 1. 

stir’ e x, (stirred. stirring) I / move a spoon or 
other implement round and round in (a liquid etc.), 
esp. to mix the ingreclients gr constituents. 2 a /. 
cause to move or be disturbed, esp. slightly (a breeze 
stirred the lake). b intr. be or begin to be in motion (nel 
a creature was stirring). ¢ refl. rouse (oneself ). 3 intr: rise 
from sleep (is sill not stirring). 4 itr. (foll. by out of) 
leave; go out of. 5 /: arouse or inspire or excite (the 
emotions etc., or a person) (was stirred to anger, it 
stirred the imagination). @ n. 1 an act of stirring (give 2 
a good sti). 2 commotion or excitement (caused quite 
a stir). 3 the slightest movement (nol a stir). O stir the 
blood inspire enthusiasm etc. stir m= mix (an 
added ingredient) with a substance by stirring. star 
one’s stumps collog. 1 begin to move. 2 become 
active. stir up 1 mix thoroughly by stirring. 
2 incite (trouble etc.) (laved stirring things up). 3 siimu- 
late, excite, arouse (stirred up their curiosity). [Old 
English } 

stir? 1. slang a prison (esp. in sii). [19th-century 
coinage | 

stir-crazy adj. slang deranged from long imprison- 
ment, 

stir-fry @ «. (7: (-ies, -ied) fry rapidly while stirring. 
@ 7. a sur-frice dish. 

stirrer . 1 a thing or a person that stirs. 2 Bri. 
collog. a troublemaker; an agitator. 

stirring e adj, 1 stimulating, exciting, rousing. 
2 archaic actively occupied (ead a stirring life). @ n. (in 
pl.) 1 initial activity or indications of such activity 
(stirrings of a nev’ cullure). 2 initial feelings istrrings of 
sympathy). 

stirrup 7. each of a pair of devices attached to each 
side of a horse's saddle, in the form of a loop with 
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stirrup cup 


a flat base to support the rider’s foot. > sapote, 
sHowjumPING. [Old English] 

stirrup cup 7. a cup of wine etc. offered to a 
person about to depart, originally on horseback. 

stirrup pump 7. a hand-operated water pump 
with a footrest, used to extinguish small fires. 

stitch e 7. 1 a <4 (in sewing or knitting or crocheting 
etc.) a single pass of a needle or the thread or loop 
etc. resulting from this. > «nirrinc. b a particular 
method of sewing or knitting etc. (am learning a new 
stich). 2 (usu. in pl.) Surgery each of the loops of 
material used in sewing up a wound. 3 the least bit 
of clothing (hadn’t a stitch on), 4 an acute pain in the 
side of the body induced by running etc. @ 2/7 1 (also 
absol.) sew; make stitches (in). 2 join or close with 
stitches. O in stitches collog. laughing uncontrol- 
lably. stitch up 1 join or mend by sewing or stitch- 
ing, 2 Brit. slang cause (a person) to be charged with 
a crime, esp. by informing or manufacturing 
evidence; cheat. [Old English} o stitcher 1. 
stitchery 7. 

stitch in time 7. a timely remedy. 

stitch-up 2. s/ang 1 an act of incriminating a person 
for a crime. 2 often derog an act of securing the 
outcome of something to one’s advantage. 

stoat 7. a smal! long-bodied carnivorous mammal, 
Mustela erminea, of the weasel family, having 
reddish-brown upper parts and a black-tipped tail, 
and in northern areas turning white in winter. 
> musvritp. {Middle English] 

stochastic «dj. having a random probability distri- 
bution or pattern that can be analysed statistically 
but not predicted precisely. [Greek stokhastikos, from 
stokhazesthai ‘aim at, guess | 

stock e 7. 1 a store of goods etc. ready for sale or 
distribution etc. 2 a supply or quantity of anything 
for use (/ay in winter stocks of fuel). 3 equipment or 
raw material for manufacture or 
trade etc. 4 a farm animals or 
equipment. b=rxtsrock. 5a the 
capital of a business. b shares 
in this. 6 one’s reputation or 
popularity (his stock 1 rising). 
7 amoney lent to a government 
at fixed interest. b the right to 
receive such interest. 8 a line of 
ancestry (comes of Cornish stock). 
9 liquid made by stewing bones, 
vegetables, fish, etc., as a basis 
for soup, gravy, sauce, ctc. 
10 » any of various fragrani- 
flowered cruciferous plants of 
the genus .\atthiola or \Malcolmia 
(originally — stock-gillpflower, so 
called because it had a stronger 
stem than the clove gillyflower). 
11 a plant into which a graft 1s 
inserted. 12 the main trunk of a 
tree etc. 13 Gin pl.) Ast. a umber frame with holes 
for the feet, and occasionally the hands and head, 
in which offenders were locked as a public punish- 
ment. 14 a band of material worn round the 
neck, > kepcoal. @ adj. 1 kept in stock and so regu- 
larly available (stock sizes). 2 perpetually repeated; 
hackneyed, conventional (@ slock answer). @ vt 
1 have or keep (goods) in stock. 2 a provide (a 
shop or a farm etc.) with goods, equipment, or 
livestock. b fill with items needed (shelves well- 
stocked with books). 0 in stock available immedi- 
ately for sale etc. on the stocks in construction 
or preparation. out of stock not immediately 
available for sale. stock up 1 provide with or get 
stocks or supplies. 2 (foll, by zzth) get in or gather 
a stock of (food, fuel, etc.), take stock 1 make an 
inventory of one’s stock. 2 (often foll. by of) make 
a review or estimate \of a situation etc.). [Old 
English] 0 stocker n. 

stockade e 7. I a line or enclosure of upright 
stakes. 2 esp. .V. Amer a prison. @ 7./: fortify with a 
stockade. [from Spanish estacada| 

stockbreeder #. a farmer who raiscs livestock. 


STOCK: VIRGINIA STOCK 
\Aalcalmia maritima 


stockbroker 7. = sroxcr 2. G stockbrokerage 7. 
stockbroking 7. 

stockbroker belt ». By. an affluent residential area. 

stock car 7. 1 a specially strengthened car for use 
in racing in which collision occurs, 2. Amer. a rail- 
way truck for transporting livestock. 

stock company 7. US a repertory company 
performing mainly at a particular theatre. 

Stock Exchange 7. (also stock exchange) 1 a place 
where stocks and shares are bought and sold. 2 the 
dealers working there. 

stockholder 7. an owner of stocks or 
a stockholding ». 

stockinet 7. (also stockinette) an elastic knitted 

material. 

stocking 7. 1 a either of a pair of long separate 
usu. knitted coverings for the legs and feet. b esp. 
US = socx' |. 2 any close-fitting garment resem- 
bling a stocking (bodystocking). 3 a differently 
coloured, usu. white, lower part of the leg of a 
horse etc. 0 in one’s stocking (or stockinged) 
feet without shoes. [from archaic stock ‘to 
strengthen (hose)’} 0 stockinged «dj. (also in comb). 

stocking stitch 1. Anillinga stitch of alternate rows 
of plain and purl. > Kwitinn 

stock-in-trade 7. 1 a all the requisites of a trade or 
profession. b the goods kept on sale by a dealer or 
shopkeeper. 2 a ready supply of characteristic 
phrases, attitudes, ctc. 

stockist n. Brit. a dealer who stocks goods of a 
particular type. 

stockjobber 7. 1 Brit. = jowsir 1. 2 CS = jowsir 2b. 

stocklist n. Bri. a regular publication stating a 
dealer’s stock of goods with current prices ete. 

stockman 7. (//. -men) 1 a dAwiral. a man in 
charge of livestock. b US an owner of livestock. 
2 US a person in charge of a stock of goods in a 

warchouse ete. 

stock market 7». 1 = 
Exc HANGL. 2 transactions on this. 

stockpile e x. an accumulated stock 
of goods, materials, weapons, etc., 
held in reserve. @ vt accumulate a 
stockpile of. 

stockpot 7. a pot for cooking stock 
for soup etc. 

stockroom /), 
goods in stock. 

stock-still ad. completely mouon- 
less. 

stocktaking 1 the process of 
making an inventory of stock. 2 a 
review of one’s position and 
resources. O stocktake n. 

stocky ad. stockier. stockiest 
short and strongly built: thickset. 
o stockily ad. 

stockyard n. an enclosure for the sorting or tem- 
porary keeping of cattle. 

stodge n. esp. Bril. collog. L food esp. of a thick heavy 
kind. 2 an unimaginative person or idea, 

stodgy aij. (stodgier, stodgiest) 1 Bn/. (of food) 
heavy and indigestible. 2 dull anc uninteresting, 
3 (of a literary style etc.) turgid and dull, o stodgi- 
ness #. 

stoep /stoop/ 7. S.A a terraced veranda in front of 
a house. [Dutch] 

Stoic /stoh-ik/ e 7». 1 a member of the ancient 
Greek school of philosophy founded by Zeno ¢.308 
kc. which sought virtue as the greatest good 
and taught control of one’s leclings ancl passions. 
2 \stoic) a stoical person. @ ad. 1 of or like the 
Stoics, 2 stoic) = siaicat. [from Greek sforkos} 

stoical /stoh-i-kal/ adj. having or showing great 
self-control in adversity. o stoically adi. 

Stoicism /stoh-i-sizm/ 7. 1 the philosophy of the 
Stoics. 2 istoicism) a stoical attitucle, 

stoke :. 1 a & feed and tend a fire or furnace ete.) 
b intr. act as a stoker. 2 intr. collog. consume food, esp 


shares. 


STOCK 


a room for storing 


stone 


steadily and in large quantities. [back-formation 
from sroKER] 

stokehold n. a compartment in a steamship, 
containing its boilers and furnace. 

stokehole 7. a space for stokers in front of a 
furnace. 

stoker 7. a person who tends the furnace on a 
steamship. [based on Middle Dutch sfoken “to push, 
poke’ | 

STOL abby. Acron. short take-off and landing. 

stole’ x. 1 a woman's long garment like a scarf, 
worn over the shoulders. 2 a strip of silk ete. worn 
similarly by a priest. & visiment. [from Greek sfolé 
‘equipment, clothing’ | 

stole? past of sin. 

stolen pas! part. of sri. 

stolid ad. 1 lacking or concealing emotion or 
animation. 2 not easily excited or moved. [from 
Latin s/olidus| 0 stolidity n, stolidly adv. stolid- 
ness N. 

stoma 7. (fl. stomas or stomata) 1 Surgery an 
artificial orifice made in the abdominal wall. 2 Bot. 
a minute pore in the epidermis of a leaf. [Greck, 
literally “mouth | 

stomach e 7. 1 a ¥ the internal organ in which the 
first part of digestion occurs. > picisrion. b any of 
several such organs in animals, esp. ruminants, 1n 
which there are four. 2 a the belly, abdomen, or 
lower front of the body (pil of the stomach). b a 
protuberant belly zehat a stomach he has got!). 3 (usu. 
foll. by for) a an appetite. b hking, readiness. or 
inclination | (for controversy, conflict, danger, or an 
unde raking, (had no stomach for the fight’. @ v.tr 1 find 
sufficiently palatable to swallow or keep down. 
2 submit to or endure (an affront ete.) (usu. with 
neg: cannot stomach it}. [from Greek stomakhos gullet’) 
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stomach-ache pn. a pain in the belly or bowels. 

stomach pump 1. a syringe for forcing liquid ete. 
into or out of the stomach. 

stomach upset 7. 4 slight temporary disorder of 
the digestive system. 

stomatal ad). Bol. of or relating (o a stoma or sto- 
mata. 

stomp @ 7.77). read or stamp heavily, @ 7. 1a lively 
jazz dance with heavy sti ae 2 & tune or song 
suitable for such a dance. [US dialect variant ol 
stn] O stomper 77 

stone e 7. La solid non-metallic mincvral matter. of 
Which rock is made. ba piece of this, esp. a simall 
piece. 2 Building a = viaisiont (Parlland sane. b = 
savpsion, Bath stone. 3 Mineral. = verciocs sion 
4 a stony micteorite. 5 coften im cont.) 
stone of a definite shape or fora particular purpost 


a piece ol 


Stone Age 


vepping stone). 6 a a thing resembling stone in hard- 
ness or form, e.g the hard case of the kernel in 
some fruits. b Ved. ,often in pl) a hard concretion 
in the body (gallstones). 7 (pl. same) Brit. a unit of 
weight equal to 14 Ib (6.35 key. 8 a brownish-grey 
colour. @ adj. Lmade of stone. 2 of a brownish-grey 
colour, @ 7: 1 a pelt with stones. b put to death by 
pelting with stones. 2 remove the stones from 
(fruit). O cast (or throw) stones make aspersions 
on a person’s character ete, cast (or throw) the 
first stone be the first to make an accusation. 
leave no stone unturned try all possible 
means. a stone’s throw a short distance. [Old 
English] G stoned adj. ,also in comb... stoneless 
ad). stoner 7. 
Stone Age 7. a prehistoric period when weapons 
and tools were made of stone. 
stonechat 7. < any small 
brown bird of the thrush 
family with black and 
white markings, esp. 
Saricola forquata with a 
call like stones being 
knocked together. 
elrchaeo!. 


stone circle 1. 
— . ‘ 
stone-cold adj. completely 
colcl. 
stone-cold sober pirdic. ad). 
conipletely sober. 
stonecrop //. ® any succu- 
lent plant of the 
Sedum, usu. 
amongst rocks or in walls. 


venus 
TOWING. 


stonecutter 7, a person 
or machine that cuts or 
carves stone, 


STONECHAT 
Saurcola torquata 


stoned adj. s/ang under the influence of eee 
alcohol or drugs } 
stone-dead «dj. completely dead. { 
stone-deaf adj. completely deat: ( 
stone fruit ». a fruit with flesh enclosing a 
stone, 4 


stoneground ad. of flour) 
millstones. 


ground with 


stonemason 7), a person who culs. 
prepares, and builds with 
Oo stonemasonry ». 
stonewall 7. 1 ¢& ©& ini obstruct 
discussion or invesGgation} or be 
obstructive with evasive answers 

¢. 2 mtr Cricket bat with excessive 
Oo stonewalling 1. 


stone, 


or denials 
caution. 


stoneware 7. a (ype of pottery which is mperme- 
able and partly virilied but opaque 

stonewashed «/). of a garment or fabric. esp. 
demi washed with abrasives to produce a worn o1 
faded appearance 

stonework 7. 1 masonry 
made of stone 

stonkered «/). & NS slang utterly dete 
or exhausted. [based on stonk,* ag 
an artillery bombardment’| 


. 2 the parts of a buildme 


cated 
rune of marbles, 


Austral. 


stonking Bri! lane @ adj. considerable: exciting, 
@ ade. extremely. [based on sland see stonni kD | 
stony, 7), stonier. stoniest) 1 full of or covered 
with stones (sony soil. a stony road). 2 a lard. 
b unfechng. uncompromising @ sfen) 
vlene OO stonily ad:. stoniness 17 


rigid 
stare. a stony 
stony-broke «ij. Bri. dane entirely without money 
stony-hearted «/. uniecling, obdurate. 

stood fay and pas! pail, of si wn 

stooge collag. @ uv Lea butt or foil, esp. for 
ecian, 2 an assistant or subordinate, esp, for routine 
or unpleasant work. 
puppet. @ 2, I 
2 doll. by 


aimlessly. [20th-century coinage| 
stook /i//. @ 1 


a com- 


3 a compliant person: a 
fol. by for, act as 
mound. elo. Brit 


1 stooge lor 


thon, neve abet 


4 group of sheaves ol gram stood on 


STONECROP 
(Sedum sediformi 


end in a field. @ wf: arrange in stooks. [Middle 
English] 
stool e 7. 1 a seat without a back or arms, usu. for 
one person, 2 = roorsioo1. 3 (usu. in pl.) = EvEcts. 
4 the root or stump of a tree or plant from which 
the shoots spring, @ rinfr (of a plant) throw up 
shoots [rom the root. fall between two stools 
fail from vacillation bewveen two courses etc. [Old 
English] 
stoolball ». a team game resembling cricket, played 
in the UK chiefly by children. 
stoolie 1. .\. Amer slang a person acting as a stool- 
pigeon. 
stool-pigeon 7. 1 a person acting as a decoy. 
2 a police informer. 
stoop'e¢. 1 #; bend (one’s head or body) forwards 
and downwards. 2 ir carry one’s head and shoul- 
ders bowed forward. 3 intr foll. by fo + infin.) deign 
or condescend, 4 intr (foll. by to) descend or lower 
oneself to (some conduct) (as stooped lo crinie). @ nt. a 
stooping posture. [Old English] 
stoop? 7.,.\. Amer a porch or small veranda or set of 
steps in front of a house. [from Dutch sfoep| 
stoop® var. of stovr. 
stop e 7. stopped. stopping: I /, a put an end to 
motion ete.; completely check the progress or 
moution or operation of. b effectively hinder or 
prevent stopped them plaving so loudh). © discontinue 
an acuon or sequence of acuions) \stopped playing; 
lopped my visits). 2 mtr. come to an end; cease supplies 
vuddenly stopped \. 3. int. cease from motion 
or speaking or action: make a halt or 
° pause, 4 t: cause to cease action: 
‘J deleat. 5. collog. receive (a blow 
ete.) 6 inf remain; stay for a 
\ short time. 7 f soften foll. by 
r up) block or close up (a hole or 
leak ete.). 8 f not permit o1 
supply as usual; discontinue or 
withhold (hall slop their we ages). 
9 /: (in full stop payment of 
or on, instruct a bank to with- 
hold payment on {a cheque). 
10 4. Bru. pura filling in (a tooth). 
Wf obtain the required pitch 
from «the string of a violin cte.) by 
pressing at the appropriate point 
with the finger. 12 @ Boving 
a parry (a blow). b knock out (an 
opponent), 13 / pinch back (a 
plant). e@ 7. 1 the act or an instance 
of stopping: the state of being 
stopped. 2 a place designated for a bus 
or train ete. to stop. 3 Bri. a punctuation mark, esp. 
=u stop 1. 4a device for stopping motion at a 
particular point. 5 a change of pitch effected |y 
stopping a string. 6 avin an organ: a row of pipes of 
one character, & ora. ba knob etc, operating 
7 a the cflective diameter of a lens. b a 
device for reducing this. e a unit of change of rela- 
tive aperture or exposure, 8 a plosive consonant. 
O pull all the stops out sce ri, put a stop to 
eause to end, esp. abruptly. stop at nothing be 
ruthless. stop by (also aéso/.) call at ia place). stop 
dead tor short: cease abruptly. stop down Phofog. 
reduce the aperture of (a lens) with a diaphragm. 
stop one’s ears 1} put one’s fingers in one’s ears to 
avoid hearing, 2 refuse to listen, step a person’s 
mouth induce a person by bribery or other means 
to keep silent about something. stop off or over 
break one’s journey, [from Late Latin sluppare “to 
Stull] o stoppable ie 


Yo . 


these. 


stopcock #. an externally operated valve regulating 
the flow of a liquid or gas through a pipe ete. 

stopgap /. (often a/ith. a temporary substitute. 

stop-go 1. 1 altcrnate stopping and restarting of 
progress, 2 Bit. the alternate restriction and stiniu- 
lation of economic demancl. 

stop-knob ». Vu. a knob controlling an organ stop. 

stop lamp »._ /r/. a light on the rear of a vehicle 
showing when the brakes are applied. 


storm 


stop light 7. 1 a red traffic light. 2 = sror Lamp. 

stopoff n. a break in one’s journey. 

stopover 7. = sTororr, 

stoppage 7. 1 the condition of being blocked or 
stopped. 2 a stopping (of pay). 3 a stopping or 
interruption of work in a factory etc. 

stopper e 7. 1 a plug for closing a bottle etc. 
2 a person or thing that stops something. @ wf, close 
or secure with a stopper. O put a stopper on I put 
an end to (a thing). 2 keep (a person) quict. 

stopping 7. Ari/. a filling for a tooth. 

stop press ., Brit. (often aitrib.) late news inserted in 
a newspaper after printing has begun. 

stop-volley ». Tennis a 
checked volley close to 
the net, dropping the /@p reset mode start/stop 
ball dead on the other 4/lon — button —bulton 
side. | 

stopwatch 7. » a waich 
with a mechanism for 
recording elapsed time, 
used to time races ete. 

storage 1”. 1 a the stor- 
ing of goods etc. b a 
particular method of 
storing or the space 
available for it, 2 the 
cost of storing. 3. the 
electronic retention of 
data in a computer ete. 


liquid 
crystal 


storage battery 2. display 


also storage cell) a 
hattery (or cell) for stor- 
ing electricity. 
storage heater 7. Bri/. an electric heater accumu- 
lating heat outside peak hours for later release. 
store @ 7. La quantity of something kept available 
for use (a store of wine: a store of wit). 2 (in pl.) a art- 
icles for a particular purpose accumulated for use 
\naval stores). b a supply of these or the place where 
they are kept. 3. a= hives stor. b esp. \. Amer. 
any retail outlet or shop. c (in sing or Brit. pl.) a shop 
selling basic necessitics (general stores). 4 esp. Bri. a 
peas for the temporary keeping of furniture 
. 5 Brit. a device in a computer for storing 
retrievable data: a memory. @ ifr 1 put ‘furniture 
etc.) in store. 2 :often foll. by up, away) accumulate 
(stores, energy, electricity, etc.) for future use. 
3 stock or provide with something useful (a mind 
stored with facts). 4 Computing enter or retain (data) for 
retrieval. O in store 1 kept in readiness. 2 coming 
in the future. 3 (foll. by for) destined or intended. 
set (or lay or put) store by (or on) consider 
important or valuable. [from Latin instaurare “to 
renew | O storable adj. storer 7. 


STOPWATCH 


store card 7. a credit card issued by a store to its 
Customers. 

storefront 7. csp. .\. Amer 1 the side of a shop 
facing the street. 2 a room at the front of a shop. 

storehouse #, 4 place where things are stored. 

storekeeper ». I esp. Brit. a storeman. 2.\. Amer a 
shopkeeper. 

storeman 2. (//. -men) Bri. a person responsible 
for stored goocls. 

storeroom /). a room in which items are stored. 

storey 1. (LS also story; :p/. -eys or -ies) 1 the 
whole of the rooms in a building having a continu- 
ous floor. 2 a thing forming a horizontal division. 
[from Anglo-Latn histona, an architectural term] 
O -storeyed «dj. (in comb) (also -storied), 

storied ad). literary celebrated in or associated with 
stories or legends, 

stork 7. any long-legeed large wading bird of the 
lamily Ciconudae, esp. Cieonia ciconia with white 
plumage, black wing-tips, and a long reddish beak, 
nesting esp. on tall buildings in Europe. [Old 
Lnglish| 

storm e@ 7. ba violent disturbance of the atmos- 
phere with strong winds and usu. with thunder and 
rain or snow etc. 2 a violent disturbance of the 


stormbound 


established order in human affairs. 3 (foll. by of) 
a a violent shower of missiles or blows. b an 
outbreak of applause, indignation, hisses, etc. (¢hey 
were greeted by a storm of abuse). 4 a a direct assault by 
troops on a fortified place. b the capture of a place 
by such an assault. @ @, 1 iz (often foll. by at, away) 
talk violently, rage, bluster. 2 ii (usu. foll. by in, oul 
of, etc.) move violently or angrily (stormed out of the 
meeting). 3 tr, attack or capture by storm. 4 inix. (of 
wind, rain, etc.) rage; be violent. 0 storm in a 
teacup Byi/. great excitement over a trivial matter. 
take by storm 1 capture by direct assault. 
2 rapidly captivate (a person, audience, etc.). (Old 
English] 0 stormproof ad). 

stormbound adj. prevented by storms from leaving 
port. 

storm centre 2. 1 the point to which the wind 
blows spirally inward in a cyclonic storm, 2 a sub- 
ject etc. upon which agitation or disturbance is 
concentrated. 

storm cloud 7. 1 a heavy rain cloud. 2 a threaten- 
ing state of affairs (storm clouds were gathering over 
Europe). 

storm-door »n. an additional outer door for pro- 
tection in bad weather or winter. 

storming ad). 1 that storms. 2 esp. Sport slang 
displaying outstanding vigour, speed, or skill. 

storm lantern 1. Bri. a hurricane lamp. 

storm petrel 7. 1 a small mainly black seabird of the 
family Hydrobatidae, in particular Hydrobaies pelagicus 
of the North Adantic. 2 a person causing unrest. 

storm troops 7,/)/. 1 = sHock proves. 2 Ant. the Nazi 
political militia. o storm trooper n. 

storm window /. an additional outer sash window 
for protection in bad weather or winter. 

stormy «7. (stormier, stormiest) 1 of or affected 
by storms. 2 (of a wind etc.) violent, raging, vche- 
ment. 3 full of angry feeling or outbursts; lively. 
boisterous (a stormy meeting). 0 stormily adi. 
stormimess 7. 

stormy petrel 7. = siokyi TRL. 

story! 1. (‘p/. -ies, Lan account of imaginary or past 
events, 2 the past course of the life of a person or 
institution etc. 3 = storyiini. 4 facts or experiences 
that deserve narration. 5 collog. a fib or he. 6 a nar- 
rative or descriptive item of news. Oo the old (or 
same old) story the familiar or predictable 
course of events. the story goes it is said. to cut 
(or make) a long story short a formula excusing 
the omission of details. [from Latin /ustoria ‘narra- 
tive. history | 

story? US var. of story. 

storyboard ». a displayed sequence of pictures etc. 
outlining the plan of a film, television advertise- 
ment, ete. 


story book ». (hyphenated when a/inib.) 1 a book of 


stories for children. 2 .a/nib.; unreal, romanuc a 
story- book ending). 

storyline 7. the narrative or plot of a novel or play 
cle 

storyteller ». 1 a person who tells stories. 2 collog. a 
liar. o storytelling n. & ad). 

stoup /stoop/ n. (also stoop; 1 a holy-water basin. 
2 archaic a flagon, beaker, or drinking vessel. [from 
Old Norse s‘aup| 

stout e adj. 1 rather fat; corpulent. 2 of consider- 
able thickness or strength (a sfout stick). 3 brave, 
resolute, vigorous (@ séoul fellore put up stout resistance). 
@ 7. a strong dark beer brewed with roasted malt or 
barley: [from Old French dialect word] 0 stoutish 
adj. stoutly adv. stoutness 7. 

stout heart ”. courage, 

stout-hearted a). courageous. 0 stout-heartedly 
ad:. stout-heartedness i. 

stove! 7. a closed apparatus burning fuel or elec- 
tricity for heating or cooking, [Middle English m 
sense ‘sweating-room’, from Middle Dutch] 

stove? pas! and past part. of siwe @ 

stove-enamel /7i/. @ 7. a heatproof enamel. @ w.lr 


resolve. 


(usu. as stove-enamelled adj.) treat in a stove to 
produce this. 

stove-pipe 7. a pipe conducting smoke and gases 
from a stove to a chimney, 

stow v./7, 1 pack (goods etc.) tidily and compactly. 
2 Naut. place (a cargo or provisions) in its proper 
place and order. 3 fill (a receptacle) with articles 
compactly arranged. 4 (usu. in imper) slang abstain 
or cease from (stow: the noise!). 0 stow away 1 place 
(a thing) where it will not cause an obstruction. 2 be 
or become a stowaway on a ship etc. [Middle 
English, from srstow] 

stowage 7. I the act or an instance of stowing. 
2 a place for this. 

stowaway n. a person who hides on board a ship or 
aircraft etc. to get free passage. 

strabismus 7. .\fed. the condition of having one or 
both eyes not correctly aligned in direction; a 
squint, [from Greek strabismos] 0 strabismal ad). 

straddle e :./, 1 a sit or stand across (a thing) with 
the legs wide apart. b be situated across or on both 
sides of (the town straddles the border). 2 part (one’s 
legs) widely. 3 drop shots or bombs short of and 
beyond (a target). @ 7m. the act or an instance of 
straddling. [alteration of strddle, back-formation 
from striddlings ‘astride’| 0 straddler n. 

Stradivarius 7). a violin or other stringed instru- 
ment made by Antonio Siradiar, the Italian violin- 
maker. ¢. 1644-1737. or his followers. 

strafe e v/x 1 bombard; harass with gunfire, esp. 
from aircraft. 2 abuse. e 7. an act of strafing. -[ jocu- 
lar adaptation of German catchword (191 +) Golt 
strafe England *may God punish England’| 

straggle e v.intr, 1 lack or lose compactness or tidi- 
ness. 2 be or become dispersed or sporadic. 3 trail 
behind others in a march or race etc. 4 fof a plant, 
beard, etc.) grow long and loose. @ 7. a body or 
group of straggling or scattered persons or things, 
{Middle English] o straggler n. straggly ad). 

straight @ ad. 1 extending uniformly in the same 
direction; without a curve or bend etc. 2 successive, 
uninterrupted (vee straight wins). 3 in proper order or 
place or condition; duly arranged (is the picture 
viraight?; pul things straight). 4 honest, candid; not 
evasive. 5 (of thinking etc.) logical, unemotional. 
6 (of drama etc.) serious as ‘opposed to popular or 
comic; employing conventional techniques. 7 a un- 
modified. b (of a drink undiluted. 8 collog. a (of a 
person ete.) conventional or respectable. b hetero- 
sexual. 9 ;of a person’s back not bowed. 10 of the 
hair) not curly or wavy. 11 (of a knee) not bent. 
12 (of a garment: not flared. 13 coming direct from 
its source. 14 (of an ann, look, blow, or course) going 
direct to the mark. @ 7, E the straight part of some- 
thing, esp. a racecourse. > RAcLCoUuRSL. 2 a straight 
condition. 3 a sequence of five cards in poker, 
4 cullog. a a conventional person. b a heterosexual. 
e@ ade. Lina straight line: direct: without deviation or 
hesitation or circumlocution (came straight from Paris: 1 
told them straight}. 2m the right direction, with a good 
aim (shool straight). 3 correctly (cant see shaight). 0 go 
straight live an honest life after being a cruninal. 
the straight and narrow morally correct behay- 
iour, straight away al once; unmedciiately. straight 
from the shoulder 1 (of a blow) well clelivered. 2 ol 
a verbal attack) frank or direct. straight off (or out 
collog. without hesitation. deliberation, etc. (cannot tell 
you slrugh! off). straight up collog. 1 truthfully, 
honestly, 2 esp. \v dies. unmixed, undiluted. [Middle 
English, past participle of sixerct| O straightish ad). 
straightly adv. straightness ». 

straight-edge ». a bar with one edge accurately 
straight, used for testing. 

straighten (ir & inl. 1 (often foll. by ou) make or 
become straight. 2 (foll. by up) stand crect alter 
bending, 0 straightener ». 

straight face 7. an intentionally expressionless face, 
esp. avoiding a smile though amused. 0 straight- 
faced «ad. 

straight fight ». Bri/. a sunple contest between two 
opponents, esp. in an election. 


strand 


straightforward adj. 1 honest or frank. 2 esp. Brit. 
(of a task ete.) uncomplicated. o0  straight- 
forwardly adv. straightforwardness 1. 

straightjacket var. of s:Rarijacker. 

straight-laced var. of srewi-iaci. 

straight man 7. a comedian’s stooge. 

straight-out ad. esp. US 1 uncompromising. 
2 straightforward, genuine. 

straight-up adj. collog. 1 truc; trustworthy, 2 esp. 
N. Amer. unmixed. undiluted. unmodified. See also 
straight up. 

strain'e«. 1 #: & intr. stretch tightly; make or become 
taut or tense. 2 & exercise (oneself, one’s senses, a 
thing, etc.) intensely or excessively, press to extremes. 
3 int, a make an intensive effort. b (foll. by afler) strive 
intensely for. 4 tr \foll. by at) tug, pull. 5 zntr hold 
out with difficulty under pressure (straining under the 
load). 6 fr: distort from the true intention or meaning, 
7 i impair or injure by overuse or excessive 
demands (sf/rain : muscle; strained their loyalty’. Bat: 
clear (a liquid) of solid matter by passing it through 
a sieve etc. b fi (foll. by out) filter (solids) out from a 
liquid. 9 i use (one’s ears, eyes, voice, etc.) to the best 
of one’s power. @ 7. 1 a the act or an instance of 
straining, b the force exerted in this. 2 an injury 
caused by straining a muscle etc. 3.aa severe demand 
on physical strength or resources. b the exertion 
needed to mect this (is suffering. from strain). 4 (wn sing. or 
pl.) a snatch or spell of music or poetry. 3 a tone or 
tendency 1 in speech or writing (more in the same stvain). 
0 strain oneself 1 injure oneself by effort. 2 make 
undue efforts. [from Latin siringere “to draw tight’ 

strain? 7, 1 a breed or stock of animals, plants, etc. 
2 a tendency or characteristic (a sivain of aggression). 
{Old English] 

strained ai). 1 constrained, forced, artificial. 2 (of a 
relationship) mutually distrustful or tense. 3 (of an 
interpretation) involving an unreasonable assump- 
tion; far-fetched, laboured. 

strainer ». a device for straining liquids etc. 

strain gauge ). Envin. a device for indicating the 
strain of a material or structure at the point of 
attachment. 

strait 7. 1 (in sing or pl) ¥ a narrow passage of 
water connecung two large bodies of water. 2 (usu. 
in pl.) difficulty, trouble, or distress yusu. in dire or 
desperate vtrails}. [from Latin stricta “strict | 


Layman 
Sea 


South Pacific 
Ocean 


STRAIT: MAP SHOWING LHL SPRALE BLIWLEN 
NORTH AND SOULIETSEANDS. NLW ZLALAND 


straiten ¢. 1 / restrict in range or scope. 2 fr (as 
straitened adj.) yesp. of circumstances) character- 
ed by poverty, 

straitjacket (also straightjacket @ 7, 1 a strong 
garment with long sleeves for confining the arms of 
a violent prisoner, mental patient, etc. 2 restrictive 
measures, @7./ -jacketed, -jacketing 1 restrain 
with a straitjacket. 2 severely restrict. 

strait-laced «adj. (also straight-laced 
virtuous; morally scrupulous; puritanical. 

strand! e¢./: 1 run aground. 2 as stranded adj. 
in difficulties. esp. without money or means of 


severely 


strand 


transport. @ 7. esp. poet. the margin of a sea, lake, or 
river, esp. the foreshore. [Old English] 

strand? ». 1 cach of the threads or wires twisted 
round each other to make a rope or cable. 2 aa single 
thread or strip of fibre, b a constituent filament. 
3 an clement or strain in any composite whole. 
| Middle English] 

strange e ad. 1 unusual, peculiar, surprising, 
eccentric. novel. 2 (often foll. by /o) unfamiliar, 
alien, foreign (los! ina strange land), 3 ‘fol. by to) (of a 
person) unaccustomed to: unfanuliar with. 4 not at 
ease; oul of one’s clement, @ adv. collog. ina strange 
manner: strangely. O feel strange be unwell. 
based on Latin extranews “extrancous’] 0 strangely 
ade. 

strangeness 1. 1 the state or fact of being strange 
or unfamiliar cu 2 Physics a property of certain 
quarks. 


Stranger 2. La person who does not know or is not 
known in a particular place or company. 2. often 
foll. by 40) a person one does not know weas a complete 
viranger to me, 3 (oll. by fo) a person entirely un- 
accustomed to (a fecling, experience, ete.) (no 
stranger to controversy). [Middle English] 

strangle :./ 1 squeeze the windpipe or neck of. 
¢sp. so as to kill. 2 hamper or suppress (a move- 
ment, impulse, ery, etc.). [from Greek s/agealan| 
O strangler 7). 

stranglehold ». 1 a wrestling hold that throttles an 
opponent. 2 a deadly grip. 3 complete and exclu- 
sive control, 

strangulate if: LA /ed. prevent circulation through ya 
vein, mmtesuine, ete.. by compression, 2 (as strangu- 
lated adj.) (ol a voice; sounding as though the 
speaker's throat ts constricted. [based on Latin 
vrangulalus strangled’ 

strangulated hernia 7. \fed. a hernia in which 
the protruding part is constricted, preventing circu- 
lation. 

strangulation ». 1 the act of strangling or the state 
of being strangled. 2 the act of strangulaung, 

strap ela stmp of leather or other flexible ma- 
tenal, often with a buckle or other fastening for 
holding things together ete. 2 a thing like this 
for keeping a garmentin place. 3a loop for grasping 
to steady oneself im a movine vehicle. @ ee: 
strapped, strapping 1 (ofien foll. by down, up, 
etc.) secure or bind with a strap. 2 beat with a strap. 
3 esp. us strapped ad. usu. foll. by for collog. 
subject to a shortage (strapped for cash). 4 toften foll, 
by ap Brit. close (a wound) or bind (a part) with 
adhesive plaster. [dialect form of stkor] G strappy 
ad). 

straphanger 7. ¢u//og. a stanciing passenger in a bus 
or train. O strap-hang ?./7/) 

strapline 7. a subheading or caption in a news- 
paper or magazine. 

strapping adj. (esp. of a young person) large and 
sturdy, 

strata //. ol srR\iiM. 


g Usage See Usage Note at sign. 


stratagem 7. 1 a cunning plan or scheme, esp. 
for deceiving an enenn. 2 trickery. [from Greek 
hategema| 

Stratal sco sin vii 

strategic ad. bof or serving strategy {slvalegic con- 

¢. 2i0f materials, essential in 

highung a war. 3..of bombing or weapons) done or 

an enemy's home territory as a 

longer-term military objective (opp. rycue st 2) 

[from Greck yiraeghos| O strategical ad. strategic- 

ally adi. strategics w.//. ;usu. treated as ving. 


viderations: alean na 


for use aecunst 


strategic defence initiative 1. a projected US 
system of defence against nuclear weapons, using 
satelhites armed with lasers 

strategy 1... //.-ies Lthe artof war. 2 a the art ol 
moving Woops. ships. aircraft, etc. into favourabli 

b an instance of this or a 

plan formed according toil 3 a plan of action o1 


postions (Cl tv te 


Tickaen 


policy in business or politics etc. (economic strategy). 
{from Greek s/ralégia ‘gcneralship’| 0 strategist n. 

strath n. Sc. a broad mountain valley. [from Gaclic 
srath| 

strathspey i. 1 a slow Scottish dance. 2 the music 
for this. [from Strathspey, valley of the river Spey] 

stratify 7/r \-ies, -ied) 1 (csp. as stratified adj.) 
arrange, deposit, or form, in strata, 2 arrange in a 
hierarchical way, [from French sératifer] 0 stratifi- 
cation 7. 

stratigraphy 7. Geol. & Archaeol. 1 the order and 
relative position of strata. 2 the study of this. 
O stratigrapher 7. stratigraphic ad. strati- 
graphical ad). 

stratosphere 1. a layer of atmospheric air above the 
troposphere (cf 1oxospurRr). & \IMOsPHLRE. O Strato- 
spheric ad). 

stratum 7. (//. strata) 1 esp. Geol. ¥ a layer or set 
of successive layers of any deposited substance. 
2 an atmospheric layer. 3 a layer of tissue etc. 
4 a social grade, class, etc. (the various strata of society). 
{Latin, literally “something spread or laid down’) 
O stratal ad). 


a Usage It is incorrect (though a common error) to 
use sfrata, the plural form, for the smgular s/ralum, 
Le. tis correct to say This stratum (not strata) of soci- 
ety has always exercised power. 


fault line 
cliffs 


sfreeluane 


STRATUM: SLOTION LHROULGH LHE GRAND 
CANYON. USA, SHOWING STRALA 


stratus 2. Afeteorol. cloud formed as a continuous 
horizontal grey sheet. & crotp. fLatin, literally 
‘spread or laid down’ | 

straw e 7. 1 dry cut stalks of grain for use as fodder 
or for bedding, thatching, etc. 2 a single stalk of 
straw. 3 a thin tube for sucking drink from a glass 
etc, 4 the pale yellow colour of straw. 5 a straw hat. 
e «dj, 1 made of straw, 2 pale yellow. o catch jor 
clutch or grasp) at a straw (or straws) resort in 
desperauon to an utterly inadequate expedient. 
draw the short straw he chosen by lot, esp. for 
some disagreeable task. [Old English, related 10 
s1RiM | O Strawy ad). 

strawberry e 1. (///. -ies, 1 a any plant of the 
genus Pragaria, esp, any of various cultivated var- 
tees, with white flowers, and runners. b the pulpy 
red edible fruit of this, having a seed-studded 
surface, & kt. siib. 2 a deep pinkish-red colour, 
e@ adj. of a dee) pinkish-red colour. [Old Eneglish| 

strawberry blonde e 7. 1 pinkish-blonde hair, 
2a woman with such hair e adj, (hyphenated when 
atib., of a pinkish-blonde colour, 

strawberry mark »/. 4 soli reddish birthmark. 

straw in the wind 7. a slight hint of future develop- 
ments. 

straw vote 1). (also straw poll: an unofficial ballot 
as a test Of Opinion. 


stray @ 2 ini 1 wander from the right place; become 


street lamp 


separated from one’s companions etc.; go astray. 
2 deviate morally. 3 (as strayed adj.) that has gone 
astray. @ 7. a person or thing that has strayed, esp. a 
domestic animal. e adj. 1 strayed or lost. 2 isolated; 
found or occurring occasionally (a stray customer or 
hwo; hit by a stray bullet). [from Old French estrayer] 

streak e 7. 1 a long thin usu. irregular line or band, 
esp. distinguished by colour, 2 a strain or element 
in a person’s character (has a streak of mischief ) 
3 a spell or series (a wzning streak). @ v. 1 tr mark 
with streaks. 2 intr, move very rapidly. 3 intr. collog. 
run naked in a public place as a stunt. [Old English 
strica ‘pen-stroke’] O streaker n. streaking n. 

streak of lightning 7. a sudden prominent flash 
of lightning, 

streaky «dj. \streakier, streakiest) 1 full of 
streaks. 2 Brit. (of bacon) with alternate streaks of 
fat and lean. o streakily adv. streakiness n. 

stream e 7. 1 a flowing body of water, esp. a small 
river. 2 a the flow of a fluid or of a mass of people 
(a stream of lava). b (in sing. or pl.) a large quantity of 
something that flows or moves along. 3 a current or 
direction in which things are moving or tending 
(against the stream). 4 Brit. a group of schoolchildren 
taught together as being of similar ability for a 
given age. @ ¢. 1 intr flow or move as a stream. 2 intr. 
run with liquid vny eyes were streaming). 3 intr. (of a 
tanner or hair etc.) wave or be blown behind in the 
wind. 4 fz emit a stream of (blood ete.). 5 fr Brit. 
arrange (schoolchildren) in streams. 0 on stream 
(of a factory etc.) in operation. [Old English] 
O streamlet n. 

streamer 7. 1 a long narrow flag. 2 a long narrow 
strip of ribbon or paper, esp. in a coil that unrolls 
when thrown. 

streamline e 7/7, 1 give (a vehicle, an object) a 
smooth shape which minimizes its resistance to the 
flow of a surrounding fluid (e.g, air, water). 2 make 
an organization, process, ete.) simple or more effi- 
cient or better organized. @ adj. 1 (of flow) free from 
turbulence. 2 ¥ (of an object) streamlined in shape. 
O streamlined adj. . 


STREAMLINE: TESTING \ CAR’S STREAMLINED 
SHAPE IN A WIND TUNNEL 


stream of consciousness 7. 1 Psychol. a person's 
thoughts and conscious reactions to events 
perceived as a continuous flow. 2 a literary style 
depicting events in such a flow in the mind of a 
character. 

street 7. 1 a public road in a city, town, or village. 
2 this with the houses or other buildings on each side. 
Con the streets 1 living by prostitution. 2 homeless. 
streets ahead (often foll. by of) Bri. collog. much 
superior (to). up (or right up) one’s street esp. 
Brit. collog. 1 within one’s range of interest or 
knowledge. 2 to one’s liking. [from Late Latin strata 
(via) paved (way)'] O streeted adj. (also in comb). 

streetcar 7..\. Amer a am. 


street credibility 7. (also collog. street cred) Bril. 
acceptability among young fashionable urban people. 

street door //. a main outer house-door opening on 
the street. 

street entertainer 7. a person who entertains 
people in the street for money, esp. with music, 
acting, or jugeling, o street entertainment 7, 

street furniture 7. postboxes, road signs. litter 
bins, and other objects placed in the street for 
public use. 

street lamp ». = signi ucHt. 


street light 


street light 7. a light or lamp esp. on a lamp-post, 
serving to illuminate a road etc. 0 street lighting zn. 


street trader 7. a person who trades in the street 
from a stall, van, etc. 


street value 7. the value of esp. drugs sold illicitly. 

streetwalker 7. a prostitute seeking customers in 
the street. oO streetwalking 7. & ad). 

streetwise adj. esp... Amer: familiar with the ways 
of modern urban life. 

strelitzia n. a southern African plant of the genus 
Strelitzia, with showy irregular flowers having a long 


projecting tongue. [named after Charlotte of 


Mecklenburg-Sielitz, 1744-1818, queen of George 
IT] 

strength 7. 1 the state of being strong: the degree 
to which, or respect in which, a person or thing is 
strong. 2 a a person or thing affording strength or 
support. b an attribute making for strength of 
character ( patience is your greal strength). 3 the number 
of persons present or available. 4 a full comple- 
ment (below strength). 0 from strength from a 
strong position. from strength to strength with 
ever-increasing success. in strength in large 
numbers. on the strength of relying on; on the 
basis of. the strength of the essence or main 
features of, [Old English] a strengthless adj. 

strengthen ¢./, © intr. make or become stronger. 
O strengthen a person’s hand (or hands) encour- 
age a person to vigorous action. 0 strengthener 1. 

strenuous adj. 1 requiring or using great effort. 
2 energetic or unrelaxing, [from Latin sérenuus 
‘brisk’] G strenuously adz. strenuousness /. 

streptococcus 7. (//. streptococci) any bac- 
terium of the genus Streplococcus, usu. found joined 
in chains, some of which cause infectious discases. 
[based on Greek sfreptos ‘twisted’, taken as ‘twisted 
chain] 6 streptococcal ad). 

streptomycin 7. an antibiotic produced by the 
bacterium Sieplomyces griseus. eflective against many 
disease-producing bacteria. [based on Greck 
streptos ‘twisted’ + muké ‘fungus’ | 

Stress e*7. ba pressure or tension excrted on a 
material object. b a quantity measuring this. 2 a cle- 
mand on physical or mental encrgy. b distress 
caused by this (suffering front stress), 3a emphasis (te 
stress was on the need for success). b accentuation: 
emphasis laid on a syllable or word. ¢ an accent, 
esp. the principal one in a word (the stress ts on the fost 
syllable). 4 Mech. force per unit area cxertcd between 
continuous bodies or parts of a body. @ wtr 1 lay 
stress on; emphasize. 2 subject to mechanical or 
physical or mental stress. 0 lay stress on indicate 
as important. [based on Latin sfrctuy “tightened’] 
Ostressless ad), 

stress disease 7. a cliscase resulting from conunu- 
ous mental stress. 

stressed out adj. collog. debilitated or exhausted as 
a result of stress. 

stressful adj. causing stress: mentally tiring (had a 
stressful day). O stressfully ad:. stressfulness 1. 


stretche:. 1 /. & mtr draw or be drawn or admit of 


being drawn out into greater length or size. 2 in & 
int, make or become taut. 3 fx & itr place or lie at 
full length or spread out (wih a canopy stretched over 
them). 4 a tr, extend (an arm, leg, etc.). b inl & rel. 
thrust out one’s limbs and tighten one’s muscles 
after being relaxed. 5 inu. have a specified length o1 
extension; extend (farmland stretches for many miles). 
6 @ strain or exert extremely or excessively; ex~- 
aggerate (sfrelch the ruth). 7 tr (as stretched ad). 
clongated or extended. @ 7. La continuous extent or 
expanse or period (@ stretch of open road). 2 the act oi 
an instance of stretching; the state of being suretched. 
3 (attrib) able to stretch; elastic (stretch fabric. 4 a collog. 
a period of imprisonment. b a period of service. 
5 vusu. alirth) collog. an aircraft or motor vehicle 
modified so as to have extra seating or storage 
capacity ofrech lonousine). at full stretch working 
to capacity. at a stretch 1 in one continuous 
period. 2 with much effort. stretch one’s legs 


exercise oneself by walking. stretch out 1 extend 
(a hand or foot etc.). 2 last for a longer period; 
prolong. 3 make (money etc.) last for a sufficient 
ume. stretch a point agrce to something not 
normally allowed. {Old English] o stretchable ad). 
stretchability 7. stretchy ad). 
stretchiness 1. 

stretcher e x, 1 a framework of two 
poles with canvas etc. between, for 
carrying a person in a lying pos- 
ition. 2 a brick or stone laid with its 
long side along the face of a wall. 
> arick. 3 ® a wooden frame over 
which a canvas is stretched ready 
for painting. @ wiz (often foll. by off) 
convey (a sick or injured person) on 
a stretcher, 

stretch marks 27.j/, marks on the 
skin resulting from a gain of weight, 
or on the abdomen after pregnancy. 

strew wlr (pas! par. strewn or 
strewed) I scatier or spread about 
over a surface, 2 (usu. foll. by wth) 
spread (a surface) with scattered 
things. [Old English] o strewer n. 

strewth ini. (also struth, ’str-) esp. Bri. collog. a 
mild oath. [from God's truth| 

stria /stry-a/ n. (pl. striae /-ee/) 1 Anat., ool. 
Bot.. & Geol. aa linear mark ona surface. b a slight 
ridge, furrow, or score. 2 Archit. a fillet between the 
flutes of a column. [Latin] 

striate e adj. (also striated) Anat., Qool., Bol., & Geol. 
marked with striae. @ ¢.f mark with striae. 0 stri- 
ation 1. 

striated muscle 7. -Ava/. muscle with the conwact- 
ile fibrils in the cells aligued to form stripes visible 
in a microscope, attached to bones by tendons and 
under voluntary control. 


CaNTAS 


stretcher 


stricken adj. 1 affected or overcome with ilness o 
misfortune ete. (strcken with measles, grief-sbichen). 
2 often foll, by from ete.) US Lae deleted. a stricken 
in years archaw enfecbled by age. farchaic past 
paruciple of sirini] 

strict adj. 1 precisely limited or defined; without 
exceplion or deviation (des in strict seclusion. 
2 requiring complete compliance or exact perform- 
ance (gave strict orders}. [from Latin strict “tight- 
cned’| O strictness 1. 

strictly adi. 1 in a strict manner. 2 (also strictly 
speaking) applying words in their strict sense ihe i, 
strictly, an absconder). 3 esp. .\. Amer. collog. definitely. 

stricture #7. (usu. in fl; often foll, by on, upon: a crit- 
ical or censorious remark. [from Latin séiclura| 
D strictured «dj. 

stride ev. | fas! strode; fay! part. stridden) 1 inix & 
t. walk with long firm steps. 2 & cross with one step. 
3 ty, bestride; straddle. @ 7. 1 aa single long step. 
b the length of this. 2 a person's gait as determined 
by the length of stride, 3 (usu. in p/) progress has 
made great siridey. 4 a setled rate of Rae wel inta 
one) stride, be thrown out of one’s stride). 5 (in pl.) Brit. slang 
trousers. 0 take in one’s Pid 1 clear + 
tacle) without changing one’s galt to Jump. 2 manage 
without difficulty. [Old English] o strider w. 

strident adj. loud and harsh. {from Latin s/rident- 
‘creaking’| G stridency n. stridently adi. 

stridulate tin/: (of insects, esp. the cicada anc 
grasshopper, make a shrill sound by rubbing esp. 
the legs or wing-cases together. [from French 
vriduler| O stridulation n. 


van obs- 


strife n. 1 coullict; struggle between opposed 
persons or things 2 .dustral. collag. trouble of any 
kind, [from Old French eytn/] 

strike ev, (fas/ struck: pas! part. struck or archai 
stricken, 1 a /r. subject to an impact. b /: deliver 
ta blow) or inflict a blow on (also with double 
object: struck him a blow . 2b. come or bring sharply 
jnto contact with. 3 / propel with a blow, 4 ib. 
foll. by afi try to hit. 3 f. cause to penetrate sfrich 
terror into him). © tr ignite (a match) or produce 
sparks etc. by rubbing. 7 te make ya com, by 
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strimmer 


stamping. 8 /: produce (a musical note) by striking. 
9 a Ur: (also abyol.) (of a clock) indicate (the ume, by 
the sounding of a chime etc. b imix (of time) be 
indicated in this way. 10 & a attack or affect 
suddenly (was struck with sudden terror). b (of 
disease} afflict. 11 & cause 
to become suddenly (was 
struck dumb}. 12 In reach 
or achieve (sérike a balance). 
13 & agree on (a bargain). 
14 #& assume (an attitude 
or pose) suddenly and 
dramatically. 15 ¢ find 
tou ete.) by drilling ete. 
16 & occur to (if strikes me as 
silly: an idea suddenly struck 
me). 17 intr. (of employees) 
cease work as a_ protest. 
18 & lower or take down (a 
flag or tent etc.). @ n. 1 the 
act or an instance of strik- 
ing. 2 a the organized 
refusal by employees to 
work until some grievance 
is remedied. b a similar refusal to participate. 
3 aa discovery of oil, ore, etc. by drilling, mining, 
etc. b a sudden find or success (@ lucky strike). 4 an 
attack, esp. from the air. 5 Baseball a batter's unsuc- 
cessful attempt to hit a pitched ball, or another 
event counting equivalently agaist a batter. 0 on 
strike taking part in an industrial etc. strike. 
strike back strike or attack in return. strike 
down 1 knock down. 2 bring low; afflict (struck 
down by a viru). strike home 1 deal an effective 
blow. 2 have an intended effect (my words struck 
home). strike it rich collog. find a source of abun- 
dance or success. strike a light 1 produce a light 
by striking a match. 2 (as int.) Brit. collog. an expres- 
ston of surprise, disgust, etc. strike lucky (or 
strike it lucky; Byi/, have a lucky success. strike 
off 1 remove with a stroke, 2 delete (a name etc.) 
from a list. strike out I hit out. 2 act vigorously. 
3 delete (an item or name cte.. 4 set off or begin 
struck out eartewards,. 5 use the arms and legs in 
swinnning. 6 Baseball a dismiss (a batter) by means 
of three strikes. b be dismissed in this way. strike 
through clelete (a word ete. with a stroke of one’s 
pen. strike up I start (an acquaintance, conversa- 
lion, ete.) esp. casually, 2 (also abso/.) begin playing 
(a tune etc.), strike upon 1 have (an idea etc.) 
luckily occur to one. 2 (of hght: iluminate. strike 
while the iron is hot act promptly at a good 
opportunity, struck on Byi/, collog. infatuated with. 
[Old English sfrian ‘to go, stroke’ | 0 strikable ad). 
strike-bound adj. immobilized or closed by a 
strike. 
strike-breaker n. a person working in place of 
others who are on strike. 0 strike-break .inir 
\usu. as Strike-breaking 1), 
strike call 7. an invitation to workers by union 
representatives to go on strike. 
strike force 7. a military or police force ready for 
rapid effective action, 
strike-out 7. Baseball an out called when a batter 
has made three strikes. 
strike pay 2”. an allowance paid to strikers by their 
wade union. 
striker 2. 1 a person or thing that strikes. 2 an 
employee on strike. 3 Sport the player who is to 
strike, or who is to be the next to strike. the ball. 
4 Football an attacking player positioned well 
forward in order to score goals. & roois 


. wedue 


strike rate 1). success rate, esp. In scoring voals or 
runs. 

striking ad. impressive: attracting attention. O with- 
in striking distance near cnough to hit or 
achieve, 0 strikingly ad:. strikingness 1, 

striking-circle ». in hockey, an clongated semi- 
circle in front of the goal. from within which the 
ball mast be hit in order to score. 

strimmer 7. Bri! prof. a grass trimmer with a 
rapidly rotating nylon cutting cord 
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STRINGED 


Most stringed instruments are characterized by a set of stretched PARTS OF A VIOLIN 
strings attached to a hollow body, which amplifies the strings’ 

vibrations. ‘To produce these vibrations a string can be: 

plucked, as with a guitar; bowed, as with a cello; or 


struck, as with a piano. The thinner and shorter the sound-hole 
: : : ; (F-hale) 
string, the higher the note it will produce. Larger purfle 
instruments are capable of creating lower eae as 
IVC 


notes: a double bass, for example, with its 
sizeable body and long strings, can gener- 
ate much deeper sounds than a violin. 
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DOUBLE BASS 


Strine 


Strine n. 1 a comic transliteration of Australian 
speech, e.g. Emma Chissitt = “How much is it?’. 
2 (esp. uneducated) Australian English. {trans- 
literation of Australian] 

string @ 7. 1 twine or narrow cord. 2 a piece of this 
or of similar material used for tying or holding 
together, pulling, etc. 3 a length of catgut or wire 
etc. on a musical instrument, producing a note by 
vibration. > srrincen. 4 a (in fi.) the stringed instru- 
ments in an orchestra etc. b (atirib.) relating to or 
consisting of stringed instruments (string quartet). 
5 (in pl.) an awkward condition or complication (the 
offer has no strings). 6 a set of things strung together; 
a series or line of persons or things (a string of beads; 
a string of oaths). 7 a tough piece connecting the two 
halves of a bean-pod etc. 8 a piece of catgut etc. 
interwoven with others to form the head of a tennis 
ctc. racket. 9 Computing a linear sequence of char- 
acters, records, or data. @ ut (past and past part. 
strung) | supply with a string or strings. 2 tie with 
string. 3 thread (beads etc.) on a string, 4 arrange in 
or as a string. 5 remove the strings from (a bean). 

0 have two (or many) strings to one’s bow see 
ow', on a string under one’s control or influence. 
string along collog. 1 deceive, esp. by appearing to 
comply with (a person). 2 (often foll. by wth) keep 
company (with). string out extend; prolong (esp. 
unduly). string up I hang up on strings etc. 2 kill by 
hanging. 3 (usu. as strung up adj.) Brit. make tense. 
{Old English] © stringless adj. stringlike adj. 

string bass 7. Mus. a double bass. 

string bean 2. any of various beans eaten in their 
fibrous pods, esp. runner beans or French beans. 

string-course 7. a slightly projecting horizontal 
band or course of bricks etc. on a building. 

stringed adj. < (of musical instruments) having 
strings (also in comb: fwvelve-stringed guitar). > ORCHES- 
IRA 

stringent ad). (of rules etc.) strict, precise; requiring 
exact performance; leaving no loophole or dis- 
cretion, [from Latin stringent- ‘drawing tght’| 
O stringency 7. stringently ad:. 

stringer /). 1 a longitudinal structural member in a 
framework, esp. of a ship or aircraft. 2 collog. a 
newspaper correspondent not on the regular staff. 

string vest 7. a vest with large meshes. 

stringy adj. (stringier, stringiest) 1 (of food ctc.) 
fibrous, tough. 2 of or like string. 3 (of a person) 
tall, wiry, and thin. o stringily adv. stringiness ». 

strip'e @: (stripped, stripping) 1 /r (often foll. by 
of ) remove the clothes or covering from (a person 


or thing). 2 ir (often foll. by off} undress oneselt.,’ 


3 tr (often foll. by ef ) deprive (a person) of property 
or titles. 4 # leave bare of accessories or fittings. 
5 #& remove bark and branches from (a tree). 6 tr 
ioften foll. by down) remove the accessory fittings of 
or take apart (a machine etc.) to inspect or adjust it. 
7 tr. sell off (the assets of a company) for profit. 8 &. 
tear the thread from (a screw). 9 ¢; remove (paint) 
or remove paint from (a surface) with solvent. 10 & 
(often foll. by from) pull or tear (a covering or prop- 
erty etc.) off (strapped the masks from their faces). @ n. 1 an 
act of stripping, esp. of undressing in striptease. 
2 Bri. the identifying outfit worn by a sports team. 
> roorsait. [Old English bestriepan ‘to plunder’| 

strip? n. 1 a long narrow piece (a simp of land). 2 (in 
full strip cartoon) = comic skip. O tear a person 
off a strip collog. angrily rebuke a person. {Middle 
English] 

stripagram 7. (also strippergram) a greetings 
message delivered by a person who performs a 
striptease for the recipient. 

strip club 7. a club at which striptease perform- 
ances are given. 

stripe e 7. 1 a long narrow band or strip differing 
in colour or texture from the surface on either 
side of it (black with a red stripe). 2 Mil. a chevron ete. 
denoting military rank. 3 NM Amer a category 
of character, opinion, etc. (@ man of thal stripe). 
4 (usu. in pl.) archaic a blow with a scourge or lash. 
@ v./r mark with stripes. O striped ad. 


strip light n. Brit. a tubular fluorescent lamp. 

stripling n. a youth not yet fully grown. [Middle 
English] 

stripper 7. 1 a person or thing that strips some- 
thing. 2 a device or solvent for removing paint etc. 
3 a striptease performer. 

strippergram yar. of sTRIPAGRAM. 

strip poker 7. a form of poker in which a player 
with a losing hand takes off an item of clothing as 
a forfeit. 

strip-search e 7. a search of a person involving the 
removal of all clothes. @ v./7 search in this way. 

striptease @ 7. an entertainment in which the 
performer gradually undresses before the audi- 
ence. @ v.inir, perform a striptease. 

stripy adj. (stripier, stripiest) striped; having 
many stripes. 

strive v.intr (past strove or strived; past part. 
striven or strived) 1 (often foll. by for, or to + 
infin.) try hard, make efforts. 2 (often foll. by with, 
agains!) struggle or contend. [from Old French 
estriver| O striver n. 

strobe collog. @ n. 1 a stroboscope. 2 a stroboscopic 
lamp. 3 USan electronic flash for a camera. @ i. 1 fr. 
light as if with a stroboscope. 2 ifr flash intermit- 
tently. 3 intr. exhibit or give rise to strobing. 

strobing 7. 1 Telex. an irregular movement and loss 
of continuity sometimes seen in lines and stripes in 
a television picture. 2 Cinematog. jerkiness in what 
should be a smooth movement on the screen. 

stroboscope 7. 1 Physics an instrument for deter- 
mining speeds of rotation etc. by shining a bright 
light at intervals so that a rotating object appears 
stationary, 2 a lamp made to flash intermittently, 
esp. for this purpose. [based on Greek strobos 
‘whirling’] o stroboscopic ad). 

strode pas! of sirin.. 

Stroganoff adj, (of meat) cut into strips and cooked 
in sourecream sauce (beef Stroganoff’). [named after 
P. Stroganoff. Russian diplomat, 1772-1817] 

stroke e 7. 1 the act or an instance of striking; a 
blow or hit (wrth a single stroke; a stroke of lightning). 
2 a sudden disabling attack or loss of consciousness 
caused by an interrupuion in the flow of blood to 
the brain, esp. through thrombosis; apoplexy. 
3 a an action or movement esp. as one of a series. 
b the slightest such action (fas not done a stroke of 
work). 4 the whole of the motion (of a wing, oar, 
etc.) unul the starting position is regained. > xow. 
5 (in rowing) the mode or action of moving the oar 
(rove a fast stroke). © the whole mouon (of a piston) m 
either cirection. 7 a mode of moving the arms and 
legs in swimming. 8 a method of striking with the 
bat etc. in games etc. ( played some unorthodox strokes), 
9 a specially successful or skilful effort (@ stroke o/ 
diplomacy). 10 a a mark made by the movement in 
one direction of a pen or pencil or paintbrush. 
b a similar mark printed. 11 a detail contributing 
to the general effect in a description. 12 the sound 
made by a striking clock. 13 (in full stroke oar) the 
oar or oarsman nearest the stern, setting the time of 
the stroke. 14 the act or a spell of stroking, @ z/r. 
1 pass one’s hand gently along the surface of (hair 
or fur etc.); caress lightly. 2 act as the stroke of (a 
boat or crew). 0 at a stroke by a single action. off 
one’s stroke not performing as well as usual. on 
the stroke punctually. on the stroke of nine 
etc, with the clock about to strike nine etc. stroke 
of genius an original or strikingly success{ul idea. 
stroke of luck or good luck an unforeseen 
opportune occurrence. [Old English] 

stroke play 7. Golf play in which the score is 
reckoned by counting the number of strokes taken 
for the round (cf. marciptay). 

stroll @ vini, 1 saunter or walk in a leisurely way. 
2 achieve something easily, without effort. @ 7. 1a 
short leisurely walk (go for a siroll). 2. something easily 
achieved; a walkover. [originally of a vagrant, prob- 
ably based on German Strolch ‘vagabond ’| 

stroller 7. 1 a person who strolls. 2 (Sa pushchair. 


struck 


strolling players i.//. actors etc, going from place 
to place to give performances. 

strong e adj. (stronger, strongest) 1 having the 
power of resistance; not easily damaged or over- 
come (strong material, strong faith; a strong character). 
2 (of a patient) restored to health. 3 (of a market) 
having steadily high or rising prices. 4 capable of 
exerting great force or of doing much; muscular, 
powerful, 5 forceful or powerful in effect (a strong 
wind, a strong protest). 6 decided or firmly held (a 
strong suspicion; strong views). 7 (of an argument etc.) 
convincing or striking. 8 powerfully affecting the 
senses or emotions (a strong light; strong acting). 
9 powerful in terms of size or numbers or quality (@ 
strong army). 10 capable of doing much when united 
(a strong combination). 11 formidable; likely to 
succeed (a strong candidate). 12 (of a solution or drink 
etc.) concentrated; containing a large proportion of 
a substance in water or another solvent (strong (ea). 
13 (of a group) having a specified number (200 
strong). 14 (of a voice) loud or penetrating. 15 (of 
food or its flavour) pungent. 16 (of a measure) dras- 
uc, 17 Gram. in Germanic languages: a (of a verb) 
forming inflections by change of vowel within the 
stem rather than by the addition of a suffix (e.g. 
swim, swam). b (of a noun or adjective) belonging to 
a declension in which the stem originally ended 
otherwise than in -n. @ adv. strongly (the tide ts running 
strong). O come it strong Brit. collog. go to great 
lengths; use exaggeration. come on strong 
behave aggressively or assertively. going strong 
collog. continumg action vigorously; continuing 
to flourish; in good health or trim. [Old English] 
O strongish ad), strongly adi. 

strong-arm aftrib.adj. using force (strong-arm tactics). 

strongbox 7. a strongly made small chest for valu- 
ables. 

stronghold ». 1 a fortified place. 2 a secure refuge. 
3 a centre of support for a cause etc. 

strong language 7. forceful language; swearing. 

strongman ». (//. -men) I Poli. a forceful leader 
who exercises firm control over a state, group, etc. 
2 a performer (at a fair, circus, etc.) of feats of 
strength. 

strong meat 7. Brit. a doctrine or action acceptable 
only to vigorous or instructed minds, 

strong-minded «dj. having determination, 

strong point 7. 1 a thing at which one excels. 
2 a specially fortified defensive position. 

strongroom /. a room designed to protect valu- 
ables against fire and theft. 

strong stomach 7. a stomach not easily affected 
by nausea. 

strong suit 7. 1 a suit at cards in which one can 
take tricks. 2 a thing at which one excels. 

strontia n. Chen. strontium oxide. [from Strontian, 
Scottish parish where strontium carbonate was 
discovered] 

strontium ». Chem. a soft silver-white metallic 
element occurring naturally in various minerals. 
{based on stroni1a] > 

strontium -90 7. 4 radioactive isotope of strontium 
concentrated selectively in bones and tceth when 
taken into the body. 

strontium oxide 7. a white compound used in the 
manulacture of fireworks. 

strop @ 7. 1 a device, esp. a strip of leather, for 
sharpening razors. 2 Nau. a collar of leather or 
spliced rope or iron used for handling cargo. @ vi 
(stropped, stropping, sharpen on or with a 
strop. [from Latin sfroppus| 

stroppy ad. (stroppier. stroppiest, Bri. colloy. 
had-tempered; awkward to deal with. {20th-century 
coinage] O stroppily adi. stroppiness 1. 

strove fas! of sikivi. 

strow vf (fast part. strown or strowed, aichan = 
srrew, [variant of sire] 

struck asf and past part. of stan 


structural 


structural aq}. of, concerning, or having a structure. 
O structurally adv. 

structuralism ». 1 the doctrine that structure rather 
than function is important. 2 structural linguisties. 
3 structural psychology. a structuralist 1. & ad). 

structural linguistics 7. the stucy of language as 
a system of interrelated elements. 

structural psychology ». the study of the 
arrangement and composition of mental states and 
conscious experiences. 

structure e 7). faa whole constructed unit, esp. a 
building, b the way in which a building etc. is 
constructed (has @_flimsy structure). 2a set of intercon- 
necting parts of any complex thing; a framework 
(the structure of a sentence. a new wages structure). 
@ 3/7, give structure to; organize. [from Latin structural 
O structured ad). (also in comb.). structureless ad), 

strudel /stroo-dél/ 7». a confection of thin pastry 
rolled up round a filling and baked (apple strude/). 
[German| 

struggle e 7:17. 1 make forceful or violent efforts to 
eet free of restraint or constriction. 2 (often foll. by 
for, or to + infin.) make violent or determined efforts 
under difficulties (struggled to get the words out), 3 (Coll. 
by we uth, against) contend; fight strenuously. 4 make 
one’s way with difficulty (struggled to my feet. 3 (esp. 
as struggling ad.) ) have difficulty in gaining recog- 
muon or a living (@ sfruggling artist. @ n. 1 the act or 
a spell of struggling. 2 a hard or confused contest. 
3 a determined effort under difficulties. [Middle 
English] 0 struggler ». 

strum e i)/; strummed, strumming) | play on 
(a stringed or keyboard imstrument), esp. carelessly 
or unskilfully. 2 play (a tune cte.) in this way, @ 7. the 
sound made by stunning, 0 strummer 7. 
strumpet 7. aichaic or literary a prostitute, [Middle 
English] 

strung fa! and fas! purl. of strinc. 

strut e 7. La bar forming part of a framework and 
designed to resist compression. 2 a strutung gail. 
® 2. \strutted. strutting 1 oii. walk with a 
pompous or affected stiff erect gait. 2 brace with 
a strut or struts, [Old English s/rafian “to protrude 
suffly’| 0 strutter 7. struttingly adi. 

struth var. of sixuvti, 

strychnine /strik-neen/ 2. a bitter and highly poi- 
sonous vegetable alkaloid obtained from plants of the 
genus Siychnoy (esp. nux yomica). [based on Greek 
strukhnas, a kind of nightshade] 0 strychnic ad). 

stub e 2. 1 the remnant of a pencil or cigarette ot 
after use. 2 the counterfoil of a cheque or receipt etc. 
3 a stunted tail etc. @ uf \stubbed, stubbing 
1 strike (one’s toe, against something, 2 (usu, foll. by 
owt) extinguish (a lighted cigarette) by pressing the 
lighted end against something. [Old English] 

stubble 1. 1 the cut stalks of cereal plants left stick- 
ing up afier the harvest. 2 a cropped hair or a 
cropped beard. b a short growth of unshaven hair. 
based on Latin stpala ‘straw’] o stubbled ad). 
stubbly acd). 

stubborn adj. 1 unreasonably obstinate. 2 unyield- 
ine, obdurate, inflexible. 3 refractory. 
intractable. [Middle English| a stub- 
bornly adj. stubbornness », 

stubby e ad). \stubbier. stubbiest 
short and thick. @ n. (pl. -tes, Austral. 
collog. a small squat bottle of beer. 
O stubbiness /. 

stucco e 7. \//. -oes, » plasicr or 
cement used for coating wall surfaces or 
moulding inte architectural cecor- 
auions, @ if; -oes. -oed coat with 
stucco, [Italian] 


stuck pus! and pas! part. of stun? 


stuck-up adj. collag, altectedly superior 
and alook snobbish. 

stud'e»). 1a laree-headed nail. boss, on 
knob. projecting [rom a surace esp. 
for ornament. 2 a small 
jewellery for wearing in pierced cars 


piece of 


STUCCO? PLC ORNIINI 
MOLT DLD SPECOO 


or nostrils. 3 a double button, esp. for use with two 
buttonholes in a shirt-front. 4 a small object project- 
ing slightly from a road surface as a marker ete. 
@ wiz (studded, studding) 1 set with or as with 
studs. 2 (as studded adj.) 'foll. by with) thickly set or 
strewn (sludded with diamonds). 3 be scattered over or 
about (a surface). [Old English »/udu ‘post, prop’) 
stud? p. 1 aa number of horses kept for breeding 
ete. ba place where these are kept. 2 (in full stud- 
horse) a stallion. 3 co/log. a young man (esp. one 
noted for sexual prowess). 4 (in full stud poker) a 
form of poker with betting after the dealing of 
successive rounds of cards face up. 0 at stud (of a 
male horse) publicly available for breeding on 
payment of a fee. [Old English] 
stud book x. a book containing the pedigrees of 
horses. 
student 7. 1 a a person who is studying, esp. at 
university or another place of higher education. 
b.\. Amer a school pupil. 2 (alt7ib.) studying in order 
to become (a student nurse). 3a person of studious 
habits. [from Latin s/udent- ‘studying | 
stud farm 7. a place where horses are bred. 
stud-horse sce s1un? 2. 
studio ». (//. -os, 1 the workroom of a painter or 
photographer ete. 2 a place where cinema films or 
recordings are made or where television or radio 
programmes are made or produced. [Italian] 
studio couch ». a couch that can be converted into 
a bed. 
studio flat n. /ri/. a flat containing a room suitable 
as an artist’s studio, or only one main room. 
studious ad). 1 devoted to or assicluous in study or 
reading, 2 studied, deliberate, painstaking (zv/h 
studious care). 3 foll, by to + infin, or in + verbal 
noun showing care or attention. [from Latin studi- 
oss} 0 studiously ad, studiousness 1. 
study e».: p/. -ies) 1 the devotion of time and atten- 
tion to acquiring information or knowledge, esp. 
from books. 2 in pl) the pursuit of academic know- 
lecdee tcontinued then studies abroad ,. 3 a room used for 
reading, writing, etc. 4a piece of work, esp. a draw- 
ing. done for practice or as an expernnent (a sludy of 
a head). 3 the portrayal in literature or another art 
form of an aspect of bchaviour or character etc. 6a 
musical composition designed to develop a player's 
skill. 7 a thing worth observing clascly ( pow) face was 
a stud, . 8 a thing that is or deserves to be investi 
gated. @ «. \-1es, -ied) 1 / make a study off investi- 
gate or examine (a subject) (study lacey. 2 int, (often 
foll. by fori apply onesclf to study. 3 &: scrutinize or 
earnestly contemplate (studied their faces; studied the 
problem). 4 tr (as studied adj.) deliberate, intentional, 
alfected tzeith studied politeness). Q make a study of 
invesugate carclully. [from Latin studi ‘zeal, study" | 
O studiedly ad. studiedness ». 
study-bedroom 1. a room serving both as a 
bedroom and as a study. esp. as stuclent accommo- 
dation. 
study group 2. a group of people meeting from time 
to time to study a particular subject or topic. 
stuffe ». 1 the material that a thing Is made 
off material that may be used for 
purpose. 2 a substance or things or belony- 
ings of an indeterminate kind (dere a lot of 
uff about it in the newspaper). 3a parucular 
knowledge or activity tAnure ones stuff. 
4 Brit. woollen fabric cesp. as distinet from 
sik. cotton. and linen. 5 valucless matter. 
trash, nonsense (fake thal stuff away), 6 prec, 
by the, a collug, an available supply of some- 
thing. esp. drink or drugs. b vag money, @ 7. 
14, pack a receptacle) ughtly. 2 4, (toll. by 
in, milo, foree or cram (a thing). 3 @: Hil out 
the skin of tan animal or bird ete.) with 
material to restore the original shape. 4 f 
fill (poultry ete.) with a savoury or sweet 
Mec esp. before cooking, San refl. fll 
a person or oneself with food. Ib fi: & mh. 
eat vreedih. 6 f# push, esp. hastily on 
chaumsily (stuffed the nate behind the cushion. 


SORT 


stupa 


7 tr. (usu. in passive, foll. by up) block up (a person’s 
nose etc.). 8 & slang (esp. aS an expression of 
contemptuous dismissal) dispose of as unwanted 
(you can stuff the job). 0 do one’s stuff collog. do what 
one has to. get stuffed Prt. slang an exclamation of 
dismissal, contempt, etc. stuff and nonsense Byil 
an exclamation of incredulity or ridicule. stuff it 
slang an expression of rejection or disdain. that’s 
the stuff col/og. that is what is wanted. {from Greck 
yluphein ‘to draw together’] 0 stuffer 7. (also in comd,). 

stuffed shirt 7. collog. a pompous person. 

stuffing 7. 1 padding used to stuff cushions ete. 2 a 
mixture used to stuff poultry etc.. esp. before cook- 
ing. 0 knock (or take, the stuffing out of co/log. 
make feeble or weak: defeat. 

stuffy cd). (stuffier, stuffiest) 1 (of a room or the 
atmosphere in it) lacking fresh air or ventilation; 
close. 2 dull or uninteresting. 3 (of a person) dull 
and conventional. 0 stuffily adv. stuffiness 1. 

stultify /7 (-ies, -ied) make ineffective, useless, or 
futile, esp. as a result of tedious routine (s/ulfefying 
horedom). [based on Late Latin stu/fus ‘stupicl’] 
0 stultification ». 

stumble e 7.7/7, Lurch forward or have a partial fall 
from catching or striking or misplacing one’s foot. 
2 yoften foll. by along) walk with repeated stumbles. 
3 make a mistake or repeated mistakes in speaking 
etc. 4 \foll. by on, upon, acroys) find or encounter by 
chance. @ 7. an act of stumbling. [Middle English} 

stumbling block 7. an obstacle or circumstance 
causing difficulty or hesitation. 

stump e /. 1 the projecting remnant of a cut or fallen 
wee. 2 the similar remnant of anything else (e.g. a 
branch or limb, cut off or worn down. 3 Crickel each 
of the three uprights of a wicket. & cruchr. 4 (in pl) 
Joc. the legs. @ v. 1 fr (of a question etc.) be too hard 
for: puzzle. 2 f, (as stumped adj.) at a loss; baffled. 
3 tr Cricket (esp. of a wicketkeeper) put (a batsman) 
out by touching the stumps with the ball while the 
batsman is out of the erease. 4 w/z walk stiffly or nois- 
iy. 5 ‘also abyol.) £8 waverse {a district) making 
poliucal speeches. d on the stump collog. engaged in 
political speech-making or agitation. stump up Brit. 
collog. pay or produce (the money required). up a 
stump (°S in clifficultics. (from Middle Dutch stomp| 

stumpy ///)..stumpier. stumpiest) short and thick. 

stun (./) (stunned* stunning) 1 knock senseless; 
stupefy, 2 bewilder or shock. [from Old French 
esfoner to astonish] 

stung fas! and past part. of sinc. 

stun gun 7. a gun which stuns through an electric 
shock, ultrasound, etc., without causing serious 
Injury, 

stunk pas! and pas! part. of sins. 

stunner 7. co/loy, a stunning person or thing. 

stunning «dj. cul/og. extremely impressive or attract- 
ive. O stunningly adv, 

stunt! 7.4: retard the growth or 
development of [originally as 


a perenne ringed spire 
adj. in sense ‘foolish’] O stunt- — » ged Sf 


edness 1. j 
stunt? 7. 1 something unusual bell-shaped 
done to attract attention. 2 a dome 
trick or daring manoeuvre. 
[19th-century US coinage, Biden 
first used in college athletics} to relie 
chamber 


stuntman 7. (//. -men, 
a man employed to 
take an actor's place in 
performing dangerous; 
stunts. 


rf mouldings 


stupa 7.» around 
usu. domed build- 
ing erected as a 
Buddhist: shrine. 
[Sanskrit vépal 


STUPA: Wr PHRA SI SA\NPHEL. 
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- 


_ harrow snout 
we 


stupefy 


stupefy w/z (-ies, -ied) 1 make 
stupid or insensible. 2 stan with 
astonishment. {from Latin stupefacere] 
D stupefacient ad. G n. stupefac- 
tion 7. stupefying adj. stupefy- 
ingly adv. 

stupendous a4). amazing or prodi- 
gious, esp. in size or degree (a stupen- 
dous achievement). {from Latin stupendus 
‘to be wondered at’] O stupen- 
dously adv. stupendousness 7. 

stupid adj. (stupider, stupidest) 
1 unintelligent, slow-witted, foolish 
(a stujnd fellow). 2 typical of stupid 
persons (put if in a stupid place). 3 uninteresting or 
boring, 4 in a state of stupor or lethargy. 5 obtuse; 


lacking in sensibility. 6 collog. a general term of ; 


disparagement (all you do is read your stuptd books). 
[from Latin stupudus) 0 stupidity 7x. (pl. -ies). 
stupidly adv. 

stupor 7. a dazed, torpid, or helplessly amazed 
state. [Latin] 0 stuporous ad). 

sturdy ad. (sturdier, sturdiest) 1 robust; strongly 
built. 2 vigorous and determined (sturdy resestance). 
[Middle English in sense ‘reckless’; from Old French 
esturdi *stunned’) Oo sturdily adv, sturdiness 1. 

sturgeon /). ¥ any large mailed sharklike fish of the 
family Acipenseridae etc., used as food and a 
source of caviar and isinglass. [from Old French 
esturgeon| 

plate-like scales 


STURGEON: AILANTIC 
(cLeipenser sturto) 


STURGEON 


stutter e 7. 1 inf. stammer, esp. by involuntarily 
repeating the first consonants of words. 2 t&% utter 
(words) in this way, @ 7. 1 the act or habit of stut- 
tering, 2 “an instance of stutterme. [from obsolete 
inow dialect) s/u/| O stutterer n. 

sty! n. (pl. sties) 1 a pen or enclosure for pigs. 2 a 
filthy room or dwelling. 3 a place of debauchery. 
[Old English] 

sty 7. (also stye) (p/. sties or styes) an inflamed 
swelling on the edge of an eyelid. [back-formation 
from obsolete styany, in same sensc] 

Stygian /stij-ian/ adj. 1 (in Greek mythology) of 
or relating to the Styx, a river in Hades. 2 literary, 
dark, gloomy, indistinct. [based on Greek stugnos 
‘gloomy | 

style e 7. 1 a kind or sort, esp. in regard to appear- 
ance and form jan elegant style of house). 2a manner of 
writing or speaking or performing (zrtlen in a florid 
style; started off in_fine sivle). 3 the distinctive manner 
of a person or school or period. esp. in relation to 
painting, architecture, furniture. dress, etc. 4 the 
correct way of designating a person or thing. 5a 
superior quality or manner (do i in syle, 6 a particu- 
lar make, shape, or pattern (i all sizes and styles). 7 a 
method of reckoning dates (Old Stile, New Style). 
8 Bot. the narrow extension of the ovary supporung 
the stioma. & row. @ atx 1 design or make ete. in 
a particular style. 2 designate in a specified way. 
[from Latin séi/us| O styleless ad). styler n. 

styli pl. of styiws. 

stylish «j. 1 fashionable: elegant. 2 haying a superior 
quality, manner. etc. O stylishly adv. stylishness ». 

stylist x. 1 aa designer of fashionable styles etc. 
b a hairdresser. 2 a a writer noted for or aspiring to 
good literary style. b {in sport or music) a person 
who performs with style. 

stylistic «adj. of or concerning style. 0 stylistically 
adi 

stylistics 7. the study of literary style. 

stylize wi ‘also -ise) icsp. as stylized adj.) paint, 
draw, etc. (a subject) In a convenuonal non-realistic 
style. o stylization n. 


record groove ’ 


STYLUS: MICROGRAPH 1 
OF A SFYLUS IN A RECORD GROOVE 


stylus 7. ( //. -li or -luses) 1 < 
a hard point following a 
groove in a gramophone 
record and transmitting the 
recorded sound for repro- 
duction. 2 a similar point 
producing such a groove 
when recording sound. [erro- 
neous spelling of Latin sé/us] 
stymie (also stimy) @ 7. (pi. 
-ies) 1 Golfa situation where 
an opponent’s ball _ lies 
between the player and the 
hole (/ay a stymie). 2 a difficult 
situation. @ z./7 (stymies, stymied, stymying or 
stymieing) 1 obstruct; thwart. 2 Go/fblock with a 
stymie. [1 9th-century comage] 
styptic e adj. that checks bleeding @ n. a stypuc 
substance. [from Greek stuptikos| 
styptic pencil 7. a stick of a styptic substance used 
to treat small cuts. 
styrene 2. Chem. a liquid hydrocarbon easily poly- 
merized and used in making plastics ete. 
styrofoam 7. esp. /V. dimer. a kind of expanded poly- 
styrene. 
-suasion 7. formal persuasion (moral suasion). [from 
Latin swasio] 
suave /swahy/ adj. smooth; polite; sophisticated. 
[French, literally ‘agreeable’] O suavely adv. 
suaveness ?). suavity 7. | //. -ies:. 
sub co/llog. @ 71. 1 a submarine. 2 a subscription. 
3 a subsutute. 4a sub-ecitor. 5 Bri. an 
advance or loan against expected 
income. @ ¢. (subbed, subbing 
1 intr (usu. foll. by for) act as a 
substitute. 2 tx Brit. collog. lend or advance 
{a sum} to (a person) against expected income. 
3 f sub-edit. 
sub- ficfix (also suc- before c, suf- before /, sug- 
before %, sup- before p, sur- before 7, sus- before 
¢, p, t) Lat or to or from a lower position (subordinate; 
submerge, subtract; subsoil ,, 2 secondary or inferior nn 
rank or position (subclass; subcommittee; sub lieutenant: 
subtotal). 3 somewhat, nearly: more or less (subacid: 
subarctic). 4 forming verbs) denoting secondary 
action \yubdivide, sub-let), 5 denoting support (subven- 
tion). © Chem. of a salt basic :subacetate). [from Latin 
sub “under, close to, towarcls’ | 
subacid ad. moderately acid or tart. {from Latin 
subacidus | 


siplus tip 


THE LIP 


subadult [o0/. @ adj. \of an animal) not fully adult. 
en. asubadult animal. 

subalpine adj. of or situated in the higher slopes ot 
mountams Just below the timberline. 


SUBDUCTION 


| Subduction usually occurs when a thin 
oceanic plate collides with a thick continen- 
tal plate, forcing the oceanic plate into 
the asthenosphere and forming an ocean 
trench in the process. Magma, which forms 


thin oceant 


plat 


ocean trench 


sediment 
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SUBDUCTION ZONE asthenosphere | 


sediment! 


| 


subdue 


subaltern /sub-al-tén/ n. Brit. Mil. an officer 
below the rank of captain, esp. a second lieutenant. 
[from Late Latin subalternus| 

subantarctic adj. of or like regions immediately 
north of the Antarctic Circle. 

sub-aqua adj. of or concerning underwater swim- 
ming or diving. 

subaquatic ad. 1 of more or less aquatic habits or 
kind, 2 underwater. 

subaqueous adj. existing, formed, or taking place 
under water. 

subarctic a7). of or like regions immediately south of 
the Arctic Circle. 

subatomic ad. occurring in or smaller than an 
atom, 

sub-basement ». a storey below a basement. 

sub-branch n. a secondary or subordinate branch. 

subcategory 1. (//. -ies) a secondary or subordin- 
ate category. O subcategorize 7.17: (also -ise). sub- 
categorization /. 

subclass ». 1 a secondary or subordinate class. 
2 Biol. a taxonomic category below a class. 

sub-clause 7. 1 esp. Law a subsidiary section of a 
clause. 2 Gram. a subordinate clause. 

subcommittee 7. a secondary committee. 

subconscious e adj. of or concerning the part of 
the mind which is not fully conscious but influences 
actions etc. @ 7. this part of the mind. Oo sub- 
consciously ad:. subconsciousness 71. 

subcontinent 7. 1 a large land mass, smaller than a 
continent. 2 a large geographically or politically m- 
dependent part of a conunent. G subcontinental 
ad}. 

subcontract e 7 1 # employ a firm etc. to do 
(work) as part of a larger project. 2 itz, make or 
carry out a subcontract. @ 7. a secondary contract. 
Oo subcontractor ii. 

subculture x. a cultural group within a larger 
culture. O subcultural adj. 

subcutaneous adj. under the skin. O subcuta- 
neously ado. 

subdivide »),/7; & intr. divide again after a first div- 
ision. [Middle English] 

subdominant 27. Ai. 
diatonic scale of any key. 

subduction ». Geol. ¥ the sideways and downward 
movement of the edge of a plate of the Earth’s 
crust into the mantle beneath another plate (subduc- 
tion zone). & PLArK Icrontcs, rReNct. [from Latin 
subductio ‘drawing away | 

subdue \subdues, subdued, subduing; 
1 conquer, subjugate, or tame. 2 (as subdued ad.) 
softened; lacking in intensity; toned down (subdued 


the fourth note of the 


ui. 


as the heat of the asthenosphere melts the 
subducted plate, rises through the shattered 
edge of the overlying plate and may crupt 
as a volcano. Subduction may also occur at 
the point where two continental plates mect. 


earthquake zone valeano thick continental 


i rd plat 


meltine 
plate 


\ subducting 


plat 
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sub-editor 


SUBMARINE 


To remain submerged for extended periods, a submarine must 
have a steel hull strong enough to resist the high water pressure. 
Upright partitions called bulkheads divide the vessel into compart- 
ments, which can be sealed off in the event of the hull leaking. 
Submarines have engines for surface and underwater use, and 
these run on either nuclear power or a combination of electric 
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lower rudder | room 


| aft hydroplane 


light, in a subdued mood). {trom Old French sofujduire 
‘to deceive’, influenced by Laun swhdere “to conquer’ | 
sub-editor 7. 1 an assistant editor. 2 Bri. a person 
who edits material for printing. o sub-edit 2/7 
\-edited, -editing). 
subfamily ». (p/. -ies) 1 Biol. a taxonomic category 
below a family. 2 any subdivision of a group. 
subfloor 7. a foundation for a floor in a building, 
subform 7. a subordinate or secondary form 
sub-frame 7. a supporting frame. 
subfusc e «dj. formal dull; dusky; gloomy. @ n. Brit. 
formal clothing at some universities. 
subgenus 7. //. subgenera; Bio/, a taxonomic 
category below a genus, G subgeneric adj. 
sub-group /. (also Vath. subgroup, a subdivision 
of a group. 
sub-head ». ‘also sub-heading 1 a subordinate 
heading or tide. 2 a subordinate division in a clas- 
sification. 
subhuman adj. 1 (of an animal) closely related to 
man. 2 ,of behaviour, intelligence. etc.: less than 
human. 
subject e 7. /sub-jikt/ 1 aa matter. theme, etc. to be 
discussed, described, rt presented, etc, b (fol. by for) 
a person, circumstance, etc., giving rise to specilied 
feeling, action, et df for congratulation). 2 a field 
of study raphy). 3 Gram. a noun or 
its equivalent about which a sentence is predicated 
and with which the verb agrees. 4 a any person 
except a monarch living under a government {he 
ruler and his subjects 
another. 3 .V/us. a theme of a fugue or sonata: a lead- 
ing phrase or mouf. 6 a person of specified tenden- 
e@ adj. /sub-jikt/ 1 owing 
obechience to a government, colonizing power, force, 
ete. i subjection. 2 (loll, by fo) lable, exposed, or 
prone toy sdbyect to infection). 3. tou. by fo) conditional 
upon the arrangement is subject ta your approval), @ adv. 
/sub-jikt/ foll. by fo) conditionally upon i subject to 
vour consent, [ propose ry again. @ alr /sttb-jekt/ 
1 toll. by fi make hable: expose (subjected us to hours of 
2 \usu. foll. by ¢ ynawion, person, 
etc. (0 one’s sway cic. on the subject of concern- 
ing. about. [from Latin sweAj 
o subjection 1. subjectless «ij 


a subj 


his hest subject i 


b any person owing obechence to 


cles (a hysterical subject). 


zwar subdue 


tus “thrown below ‘| 


subjective a/) Lio rt, Hterature, written history, a 
persons views, ete.) proceeding from personal idio- 
I not mparual or literal 

rhing the subject. [froni Latin 


subjectivity 


svncrasy or mdivicuality 
2 Gram. of or cone 
lyre deed subjectivel 
vubjer teus| O subjectively 


Ve OOS NUCL: 


subnormal 


and diesel motors. When a submarine dives, valves are opened in 
ballast tanks located on each side of the hull. Water enters the tanks 

and the extra weight causes the craft to sink. To surface, water is 
ejected from the tanks. Today, there are two main types of military | 
submarine: patrol submarines, which attack enemy vessels; and 

missile submarines, which carry long-range nuclear missiles. 
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aerial 


snorl-induclion - 
mast 


nreless | 


creae’s mess 1 office galley | 


subject matter 7. the matter treated of in a book. 
lawsuit. et 

subjoin ¢./, add (an illustration, anecdote, etc.) at 
the end. [from obsolete French yuhjoindre| 

sub judice /sul joo-di-si/ ad. Law under judicial 
consideration and therefore prohibited from public 
discussion elsewhere, [Latin, literally 
judge’] 

subjugate «fr bring into subjection; vanquish. 
[based on Late Latin sudjueatus “brought under the 
yoke] O subjugation 7. 

subjunctive Gra. @ ad). (of a mood) denoting what 
is imagined or wished or possible te.g. if J were vou, 
God help you, be that as it may. @ n. 1 the subjunctive 
mood, 2 a verb in this mood. [from Late Latin 
subjuncteieus| 


‘under a 


subkingdom ». Biv/. a taxonomic category below a 
kingdom, 

sub-lease e 7. a lease of a property by a tenant to 
a subtenant. @ 7/7 lease to a subtenant. 

sub-lessee 1. a person who holds a sub-lease. 

sub-lessor 7. a person who grants a sub-lease. 

sub-let @ 7. = svu-LLs1. 1. @ 
past part. -let) = st b-L1.\st. 7, 


utr. \-letting: pas! and 


sub lieutenant . Bri/. a naval oflicer ranking nex! 
below heutenant 
sublimate e ¢./, 1 ‘also sol.) divert (the energy of 
a primitive impulse, esp. sexual) into a culturally 
higher, or socially more acceptable, activity. 2 Chem. 
convert ia substance) from the solid state directly to 
tts vapour by heat, and usu. allow it to solidify 
again. & varink, 3 refme; purify; idealize. @ ad). 
1 Chem. (of a substance) sublimated. 2 purified, 
refined. @ n. Chem. a sublimated substance. [based 
on Latin svbhmatuy ‘sublimed’| o sublimation n. 
sublime e ud) sublimer. sublimest: 1 of the 
most exalted or noble 
2 \of incifference. unpudenee, ete.) arro- 
gantly unrufflec: extreme. @ v1 0. & int. Chem. = 
stm. @ 2. 2 0. purify or elevate by or as if by 
sublunation; make sublime. 3 afr. become pure by 
from Latin sablmus| 0 sub- 
limely ad:. sublimity n. 


sind: awe-inspiring (shine 
genius), 


or as if by sublimation. 
subliminal adj. Pyycho/. (of a stimulus ete.) below 
the threshold of sensation or consciousness. [based 
on Laun /imen ints “threshold’| o sublaminally ad 
subliminal advertising 1. the use of subliminal 
unages i advertising on television ete. to influence 


the viewer at an unconscious level. 
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sleel hull senior officers “I 


pee forward 
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Sub-Let. abby Brit. Sub Lieutenant 

sublunary adj. 1 beneath the Moon. 2 Astron. 
a within the Moon’s orbit. b subject to the Moon’s 
influence. 3 of this world; earthly. [from Late Latin 
sublunaris | 

sub-machine gun 7. a hand-held lightweight 
machine-gun, & Gin 

submarine e »). A a vessel, esp. a warship, capable 
of operating under water. @ ad). existing, occurring, 
done. or used under the (submarine cable). 
Osubmariner 7. ~ 


sea 


submerge ¢. 1 /: a place under water; flood; inun- 
date. b inundate with work, problems, etc. 2. intr 
dive below the surface of water. [from Latin 
wuibinergcie| O submergence n. 

submersible e 1. a submarine operating under 
water for short periods. @ adj. capable of being 
submerged. 

submersion 7. the act or an instance of submerg- 
ing: the state of being submerged. 

submicroscopic adj. too small to be seen by an 
ordinary microscope. 

subminiature adj. 1 of greatly reduced size, 2 (of 
a camera) very small and using 16-mm film. 

submission /. | a the act or an instance of submit- 
ung: the state of being submitted. b anything that 
is subinitted. 2 humility, meckness. obectience. 
submissiveness (showed great submission of spirit). 
3 Law a theory etc. submitted by counsel to a judge 
or jury. 4 (in wrestling) the surrender of a partici- 
pant yielding to the pain of a hold. {from Latin 
subir ty stol 

submissive ad. 1 humble; obedient. 2 yielding to 
power or authority: willing to submit. 6 submis- 
sively adj. submissiveness 1. 

submit ». (submitted, submitting) 1 (usu. foll. 
by fo} a inix cease resistance; yield (had to submit to 
defeat, will never submit). b refl. surrender (oneself) to 
the control of another etc. 2 i present for consid- 
erauon or decision, 3 f (usu. foll. by fe) subject (a 
person or thing) ta a process, treatment, ete 
submutted it to the flames). 4 tr, esp. Law urge or repre- 
sent esp. deferentially (/hat, J submit, ts a misrepresenta- 
tion). [from Latin submittere] 0 submitter 7. 

submodifier 7. Gram. a word which modifies an 
adjective or adverb (e.g, very in he approached ver) 
slowly, and rather in [iwas rather upset, 

subnormal ad. 1 .esp. as regards intelligence) 
below normal. 2 less than normal. 0 subnormal- 
ity Nn, 


suboptimal 


suboptimal adj. less than optimal; not of the best 
quality, type, etc. 

suborder n. Biol. a taxonomic category ranked 
below an order. 

subordinate e ad. (usu. foll. by tj) of inferior 
importance or rank; secondary, subservient. @ 7. a 
person working under another. e w/z: (usu. foll. by éo) 
1 make subordinate; treat or regard as of minor 
importance. 2 make subservient. {from medieval 
Latin subordinatus ‘placed in a lower order’] 0 sub- 
ordination 7. 

subordinate clause 7. a clause that functions like 
a noun, adjective, or adverb, and qualifies a main 
clause (e.g. ‘when it rang’ in ‘she answered the 
phone when it rang’) (cf. main cLause). 

suborn wf induce by bribery etc. to commit 
perjury or any other unlawful act. {from Latin 
subornare “to incite secretly’ 

subphylum 2». (//. subphyla) Biol. a taxonomic 
category below a phylum. 

sub-plot 7. a subordinate plot in a play etc. 

subpoena /sth-pee-na/ @ 7. a writ ordering a 
person to attend a law court. @ v.fr (past and past 
part. subpoenaed or subpoena’d) serve a 
subpoena on. [from Latin sub poena ‘under penalty’, 
first words of the writ] 

sub-postmaster 7. (fem. sub-postmistress) a 
person in charge of a sub-post office. 

sub-post office 7. a small local posi office offering 
fewer services than a main post office. 

sub rosa adj. © adi. in secrecy or confidence. 
{Latin, literally ‘under the rose’, as an emblem of 
secrecy | 

subroutine 7». Computing a routine designed to 
perform a frequently used operation within a 
program. 

sub-Saharan ai(rib.adj. from or forming part of the 
African regions south of the Sahara desert. 

subscribe v. 1 i G mir (usu. foll. by to, for) 
contribute (a specified sum) or make or promise a 
contribution to a fund, project, charity, etc., esp. 
regularly.”2 intz (usu. foll. by fo) express one’s agree- 
ment with an opinion, resolution, etc. (cannot 
subscribe to that). OQ subscribe to arrange to receive 


SUBMERSIBLE 


Submersibles are designed to operate at 
great depths, sometimes over + km (2.5 miles) 
beneath the ocean’s surface. The umbilical 
cable, which is attached to a vessel on the 
surface, provides power, control signals, and 
video lines. Submersibles have a variety 
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(a periodical etc.) regularly. [from Latin swbscribere 
‘to write below’ | 

subscriber 7. 1 a a contributor to a fund etc.: 
a person subscribing to a perioglical etc. b esp. Brit. 
a person paying for the hire of a telephone line, 
2 a person who subscribes to an idea etc. 

subscriber trunk dialling 7. Bri. the automatic 
connection of trunk calls by dialling. 

subscript e adj. written or printed below the line. 
@ n. a subscript number or symbol. [from Latin 
subscriptus ‘written below’ | 

subscription n. 1 a the act or an instance of 
subscribing. b money subscribed. 2 Brit. a fee for 
the membership of a society etc. 3 a an agreement 
to take and pay for usu. a specified number of 
issues of a newspaper, magazine, etc. b the moncy 
paid by this. 

subscription concert 7. each of a series of 
concerts for which tickets are sold in advance. 

subsection 7. a division of a section. 

subsequent adj, (usu. foll. by 0) following a speci- 
fied event etc. in time, esp. as a consequence. [from 
Old French] o subsequently ad. 

subserve vf, serve as a means in furthering (a 
purpose, action, etc.). 

subservient ad. 1 cringing: obsequious. 2 (usu. 
foll. by fo) instrumental. 3 (usu. foll. by 0) subordin- 
ate. [from Latin swdbservent- ‘lending support’ 
0 subservience 7. subserviency 7. 

subset 7. 1 a secondary part of a set. 2 Math. a set 
all the elements of which are contained in another 
SGE. 

subside w:i7/7 1 become tranquil; abate (excitement 
subsided). 2 :of water. suspended matter, etc.) sink. 
3 .of the ground) cave in: sink. 4 (of a building, 
ship, ete.) sink lower in the ground or water, 5 (of a 
swelling ete.) become less. 6 usu. joc, (of a person) 
sink into a sitting, kneeling, or lying posture. [from 
Latin sybsidere “to settle down’| 0 subsidence n. 

subsidiary e adj. 1 serving to assist or supplement; 
auxihary. 2 (of a company) controlled by another. 
@ 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a subsidiary thing or person; an 
accessory. 2 a subsidiary company. [from Latin 
subsidiarius| O subsidiarity n. 


of functions, including marine research. 
the repair of ocean pipelines, salvage, and 
the exploration of undersea wrecks. Exter- 
nal mechanical arms, and sensors such 

as video cameras, are fitted to help with 
these specialized tasks. 
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substitute 


subsidize «(7 (also -ise) 1 pay a subsidy to. 2 reduce 
the cost of by subsidy (subsidized lunches). 0 sub- 
sidization 7. 

subsidy 1. ( //. -ies) 1 money granted by the state or 
a public body etc. to keep down the price of 
commodities etc. (housing subsidy). 2 money granted 
to a charity or other undertaking held to be in the 
public interest. 3 any grant of money. [from Latin 
subsidium ‘assistance | 

subsist 2.7, 1 (often foll. by on) keep oneself alive; be 
kept alive (subsists on vegetables). 2 remain in being; 
exist. 3 (foll. by zm) be attributable to (zts excellence 
subsists in its freshness). [from Latin subsestere “to stand 
firm’| 0 subsistent cd). 

subsistence 7. 1 the state or an instance of subsist- 
ing. 2 a the means of supporting life; a livelihood. 
b a mimimal level of existence or the income 
providing this (a bare subsistence). 

subsistence allowance 7. (also subsistence 
money) esp. Brit. an allowance or advance on pay 
granted esp. as travelling expenses. 

subsistence farming 7. farming which directly 
supports the farmer’s household without producing 
a significant surplus for trade. 

subsistence level 1. (also subsistence wage) a 
standard of living (or wage) providing only the bare 
necessities of life. 

subsoil 7. soil lying immediately under the surface 
soil (Opp. topson,). & son 

subsonic «dj. relating to speeds less than that of 
sound, 

subspecies 7. ( //. same) Biol. a taxonomic category 
below a species, usu. a fairly permanent geograph- 
ically isolated variety. o subspecific ad). 

substance 7. 1 a the essential material forming a 
thing (the substance was transparent). b a particular 
kind of material having uniform properties (this 
substance ty salt). 2 a reality; solidity (ghosts have no 
substance). b seriousness or steadiness of character 
(there ts no substance in him). 3 the theme or subject of 
a work of art, argument, etc. ( prefer the substance to the 
viyle). 4 the real meaning or essence of a thing, 
5 wealth and possessions (a woman of substance). 
6 Philos. the essential nature underlying phenom- 
ena, which is subject to changes and accidents. 7 an 
intoxicating or narcotic chemical or drug, esp. an 
illegal one (substance abuse). 0 in substance gener- 
ally; apart ftom details. [from Latin substantia] 

sub-standard «ad. 1 of less than the required on 
normal quality or size. 2 (of language) not 
conforming to standard usage. 

substantial ad). 1 a of real importance, value, or 
validity (made a substantial contribution). b of large size 
or amount (awarded substantial damages). 2 of solid 
material or structure: stout (@ man of substantial build: 
a substantial house). 3 commercially successful: 
wealthy. 4 essenual; true in large part (substantial 
buth}. 3 having substance; real. [from Late Latin 
wobstantials| Q substantiality 7. substantially adi, 

substantiate «wf: prove the truth of (a charge. 
statement, claim, etc.); give good grounds for. 
[based on medieval Latin sudstantiatus “given 
substance to’] G substantiation n. 

substantive /sub-stan-tiv/ e adj. also sub-stan-tiv 
1 having separate and independent existence 
2 having a firm or solid basis; important, substan- 
tial. 3 Gram. expressing existence. 4 Vil. (of a rank 
etc.) permanent, not acung or temporary, @ 7. Gram. 
= noun, {from Late Latin swhsfantizu)] O sub- 
stantival ad}. substantively ad. 

sub-station 7. a subordinate stauon. one 
reducing the high voltage of electric power trans- 
mission to that suitable for supply to consumers 

substitute e 7. 1 a person or thine 
acting or serving in place of another. 2 an artificial 
alternative to a natural substance thutler substitutes 
er. Lint, Gtr act or cause to act as a substitute; pul 
or serve in exchange wwubstituted for her mother substr 
tuted it for the broken onc). 2 t vusu. toll. by by, orth 

person or thing: with anothei 


esp. 


also. attrib. 


cotllag. replace i 


= 


substrate 


(substitute dairy milk with soya milk). [from Latin substi- 
(ufus “putin place of” |] csubstitutable adj. substi- 
tutability 7. substitution 7. substitutive ad). 


@ Usage The use of substitute with the prepositions 
by or with, as illustrated in sense 2 of the verb above, 
is highly informal and should be avoided in stand- 
ard English. The example substitute dairy milk with 


soya milk can be reworded as substitule soya milk for 


dairy milk (see sense 1 of the verh above). 


substrate 7. 1 = sunsreatum. 2 a surface to be 
painted, printed on, etc. 3 Biol, a the substance 
upon which an enzyme acts. b the surface or ma- 
terial on which any particular organism grows. 
{Anglicized from supsiraien| 

substratum 7. (//. substrata: 1 an underlying 
layer or substance. 2 a layer of rock or soil beneath 
the surface. 3 a foundation or basis there is a sub- 
vtratwn of truth in it). (Latin, literally (thing) spread 
beneath’] 

substructure 7, an underlying or supporting struc- 
ture. 

subsume wf (usu. foll. by under) include (an 
instance, idea, term, etc.) in a rule, class, category, 
ete. [from medieval Latin \whsumere] 0 subsump- 
tion 1. 

subsurface e ». the stratum or strata below the 
Earth's surface. @ adj. 1 relating to the subsurface. 
2 below the ground. 

subsystem 7. a self-contained system within a 
larger system. 

subtenant 7. a person who leases a property from 
a tenant. 0 subtenancy 7. 

subtend 7./r 1 (usu. foll. by @/) (of a line, arc, figure, 
ete.) form ,an angle) ata particular point when its 
extremities are joined at that point. 2 :of an angele 
or chord) have hounding lines or points that mect 
or coincide with those of (a line or arc). [from Latin 
subtendere “to stretch uncler | 

subterfuge 7. 1 a an attempt to avoid blame or 
defeat esp. by lying or deceit. b a statement etc. 
resorted to for such a purpose. 2 this as a practice 
or policy. [based on Latin subterfugere “to escape 
secretly} 

subterranean «/). 1 ne. occurring, or done 
under the Earth’s surface. 2 secret. underground, 
concealed. [from Latin sublerraneus} 

subtext 7. an underlying theme. 

subtitle e ». 1 a secondary or additional title of a 
book etc. 2 a caption at the bottom of a film etc., 
esp. translating dialogue. @ 7.f; provide with a sub- 
litle or subtitles, 

subtle /sut-é!/ ad). subtler, subtlest 1 evasive 
or mysterious; hard to grasp (subtle charm; a sublle 
distinction, 2 of scent, colour, etc.) faint, delicate, 
elusive (swhlle perfume. 3 a capable of making fine 
distinctions: perceptive: acute \swbéle mfellects subth 
senses). b ingenious (a subtle decire}. [from Latin 
btili\| Q subtleness n. subtly ad:. 

subtlety 1. (//.-ies 1 the quality or state of being 
subtle. 2 an instance of this: a fine distinction: a 
subtle arguinent. 

subtopia 1. Bril. deny unsightl and sprawlny 
suburban development. [blend of and 
Uiorty] oO subtopian ad). 

subtotal ». the total of 
feures to be added. 

subtract w/: deduct (a part, quanuty, or number) 
from another. [based on Latin subtract “drawn 
under’ | Oo subtraction », subtractive «dj. 

subtropics 11,/)/, the regions adjacent to the tropics. 
@ subtropical «i/). 


SUBL RE 


one part of a 


subunit ». « distinct component, esp. each of two 
or more pols peptide chains in a large protein. 

suburb vv. an outlying district of a city. {from Latin 
suburbuan| 

suburban «/j. 1 oof or characteristic of suburbs, 

2 derag. provincial, narrow-minded, uncultured. o 

naive. OQ suburbanite ». suburbanize i.1). .also 

-ise . suburbanization 1. 


group of 


suburbia 2. often derog. the suburbs. their inhabit- 
ants, and their way of life. 

subvention 7. a subsidy. [from Late Latin subventio 
‘assistance | 

subversive e «dj. seeking to subvert (esp. a govern- 
ment). @ 7. a subversive person. [from medieval 
Latin subversivus] 0 subversion 7. subversively 
adv. subversiveness Nn. 

subvert 7. esp. Poli!, overturn, overthrow, or upset 
(religion, government, the monarchy, morality, 
etc.). [from Latin svdbvertere] B subverter n. 

subway 2. 1 Brit. aa tunnel beneath a road etc. for 
pedestrians. b an underground passage for pipes, 
cables, ete. 2 esp. .\. Amer. an underground railway. 

subwoofer 7. a loudspeaker component designed 
to reproduce very low bass frequencies. 

sub-zero adj. (esp. of temperature) lower than zero. 

succeed ¢. 1 in/y, a have success (succeeded in his am- 
bition). b (of a plan etc.) be successful. 2 a ¢ follow 
in order; come next after (nzghl succeeded day). b intr. 
(foll. by fo) come next, be subsequent. 3 inér. (often 
foll. by fo) become the rightful or subsequent holder 
of an inheritance, office, title, property, etc. 
(succeeded to the throne), 4 tr. take over an office, 
throne, inheritance, etc. from (succeeded his father: 
succeeded the manager). [from Latin succedere “to come 
alter | 

success 7). 1 the accomplishment of an aim; a 
favourable outcome (heir efforts met with success). 
2 the attainment of wealth, fame, or position (spoil! 
by success). 3a thing or person that turns out well. 
[from Latin sucressus “advance, happy outcome’ | 

successful adj. 1 having or resulting in success. 
2 prosperous; having wealth or status. O suecess- 
fully ad:. successfulness 1. 

succession 7. 1 a the process of following in order; 
succeeding, b a series of things or people in succes- 
sion. 2 a the right of succeeding to an office. in- 
heritance, the throne, etc, b the act or process of so 
succeeding. ¢ those having such a right. 3 Ecol. the 
process by which each of a series of plant or animal 
communities gives way to the next until a stable 
climax community is reached. O in succession 
one after another. in succession to as the succes- 
sor of. [from Latin successio] O successional ad). 

successive ad). (ollowing one after another: consecu- 
uve. GO successively ad. 

successor 7). 
another, 

succinct /stk-sinkt/ adj. briefly expressed; terse, 
concise. [from Latin suecietus “tucked up’| 0 suc- 
cinctly adi. succinctness 7. 

succor (Svar. of stccotr. 


a person or thing that succeeds 


succotash 7. (°S a clish of green maize and beans 
boiled together. [from Algonquian mszquatash| 

Succoth ». the Jewish autumn thanksgiving festival 
commemoraung the sheltering of the Israelites in 
the wilderness. [from Hebrew sudhdl ‘thickets’] 

succour /suk-cr/ (('S succor, e 77. aicl; assistance, 
esp. In time of need. @ 7.fr assist or aid (esp. a 
person in danger or distress). [from Latin succurreve] 

succulent e adj. 1 juicy: palatable. 2 collog. desir- 
able. 3 Bol. (of a plant, its leaves, or stems) thick and 
fleshy, @ 7, Bot. ® a succulent plant. [based on Latin 
succuy juice} OQ succulence /, succulently ado. 

succumb 2. inir. (usu. foll. by fo) 1 be forced to give 
way; be overcome (succumbed to temptation), 2 be over- 
come by death (swecumbed to his injuries). [from Latin 
succumbere “to le below’ | 

succussion 2. vigorous shaking. esp. in the prepar- 
ation of a homoeopathic remedy. [from Latin 
succssio] O Succuss i: /r. 

such e@ predet. 1 often foll. by as) of the kind or 
degree in question or under consideration (such a 
person. such people;, 2 (usu. foll. by ay te + infin, or that 
+ clause) so greats in such high devree inol such a fool 
as lo believe them, had such a fright that he fainted). 3 of a 
more than normal kind or degree (zee had such an 
enjoyable evening, such horrid language). 4 of the kind or 
degree already indicated, or implied by the context 


sudden 


(there are no such things). @ pron. 1 the thing or action 
in question or referred to (such were his words, such 
zeas not my intention). 2 a Commerce or collog. the afore- 
said thing or things (those wethout tickets should purchase 
such). b similar things; suchlike (brought sandwiches 
and such), Q as such as being what has been indi- 
cated or named (a stranger 1s welcomed as such; there is 
no theatre as such). sach-and-such adj. of a particu- 
lar kind but not needing to be specified. @ 7. a person 
or thing of this kind. such-and-such a person 
someone; so-and-so. such as 1 for example (insects, 
such as moths and bees). 2 of a kind that (a person such 
as we all admire). 3 those who (such as don't need help). 
such as it is despite its shortcomings (you are 
welcome to tt, such as it is). such a one 1 (usu. foll. by 
as) such a person or such a thing. 2 archaic some 
person or thing unspecified. [Old English] 


= Usage See Usage Note at uke’. 


suchlike (usu. prec. by and) @ pron. things, people, 
ete., of such a kind (ghosts and suchlike). @ det. of such 
a kind (shopping and suchlike chores). 

suck e «. 1 ¢ draw (a fluid) into the mouth by 
contracting the lip muscles etc. to make a partial 
vacuum. 2 ir (also absol.) a draw milk or other fluid 
from or through (the breast etc. or a container). 
b extract juice from (a fruit) by sucking. 3 # a draw 
sustenance, knowledge, or advantage from (a book 
ete.). b imbibe or gam (knowledge, advantage, etc.) 
as f by sucking. 4 #: roll the tongue round (a sweet, 
teeth, one’s thumb, etc.). 3 im make a sucking 
action or sound (sucking at his pipe). © intr, N. Amer. 
slang be very bad, disagreeable, or disgusting, @ n. 
1 the act or an instance of sucking. 2 (in pl; esp. as 
int.) Bri. collog. a an expression of disappointment. 
b an expression of derision or amusement at 
anothers discomfiture. O give suck archaic (of a 
mother, dam, etc.) suckle. suck dry 1 exhaust the 
contents of by sucking. 2 exhaust (a person’s 
sympathy. resources, ttc.) as if by sucking. suck in 
1 absorb. 2 involve 4a person) in an activity etc., 
esp. against his or her will. suck up I (often foll. by 
lo) collog.. behave obsequiously eSp. for one’s own 
advantage. 2 absorb. [Old English] 

sucker e 7, 1 a a rubber cup etc. that adheres by 
suction. b an organ enabling an organism to cling 
2 suction. & ociortis. 2 collog. a a gullible person. 

(foll. by for) a person especially susceptible to. 
° Bot. a shoot springing from the rooted part of a 
stem, from the root at a distance from the main 
stem, from an axil, or occasionally from a branch. 
ev. 1 Bol. intr, produce suckers. 2 t% esp. M. Amer. 
collog. fool, trick. 

sucker punch e 7. an unexpected punch or blow. 
@ 7./, (sucker-punch) hit with a sucker punch. 

sucking adj. not yet weaned. 

suckle 7. 1 /, a feed (young) from the breast or udder. 
b nourish (suckled hiy talent). 2 intr. feed by sucking the 
breast etc. [Middle English] 0 suckler vw. 

suckling 7. an unweaned child or animal, 

sucrose /s’yook-rohz/ n. Chem. common sugar, a 
disaccharicle of glucose and fructose units obtained 
{rom sugar cane, sugar beet, ete. [based on French 
sucre ‘sugar’ | 

suction 7. 1 the act or an instance of sucking. 2 a the 
production of a partial vacuum by the removal of 
air ete. in order to force in liquid ctc. or procure 
adhesion, b the force produced by this process 
(suction keeps the lid on). [from Late Latin suctio] 

suction pump 7. a pump for drawing liquid 
through a pipe into a chamber emptied by a 
piston. 

Sudanese e ad). of or relating to Sudan, a republic 
in NE Africa. or the Sudan region south of the 
Sahara. @ n. (pl, same) 1 a native, national, or 
inhabitant of Sudan. 2 a person of Sudanese 
descent. 

sudden adj. occurring or done unexpectedly or 
without warning: abrupt, hurried, hasty (@ sudden 
storm, a sudden departure). Q all of a sudden 


sudden death 


SUCCULENT (richome 


ee (hair) 
Succulents live in harsh environments, ~ 
usually where water is scarce. Their areole 
vit 6 . mS 
distinctive appearance is due to fleshy 4 


water-storing tissue, which expands 

when moisture is plentiful and contracts 
during droughts. Succulents generally 

show one of two growth forms. In 

leaf succulents, the leaves act as 

waier-storage organs, and are small 

but plump. In stem succulents, the a. 
stem 1s swollen and the leaves are ys) / 
reduced or absent. Most cacti are 


stem succulents. 


watler-storing | 
lassue 


_ tubercle 
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sug 


suddenly, [from Latin subitus] a suddenly adv. 
suddenness ”. 

sudden death x. collog. a means of deciding the 
winner in a tied game etc., by allowing a further 
period of play until one side scores. 

sudden infant death syndrome 7. \fed. = co 
DEATH. 

sudorific @ adj. causing sweating. @ 7. a sudorific 
drug, [based on Latin sudor ‘sweat’} 

suds e 7.//. 1 froth of soap and water. 2 NV. Amer. 
collog. beer. @ v. 1 int: form suds. 2 éy lather, cover, or 
wash in soapy water. [originally in sense ‘fen 
waters | 0 sudsy ad). 

sue ¢. (sues, sued, suing) I fx: (also abso/.) Law insti- 
tute legal proceedings against (a person). 2 tr Lace 
make application to a law court for redress. 3 itr 
make entreaty to a person for a favour. [based on 
Latin segui ‘to follow’| 

suede /swayd/ n. (often altrb.) 1 leather with the 
flesh side rubbed to make a velvety nap. 2 (also 
suede-cloth) a woven fabric resembling suede. 
{from French (gants de) Suede ‘(gloves of} Sweden’] 

suet 7. the hard white fat on the kidneys or loins of 
oxen, sheep, etc., used to make dough etc. [based 
on Latin sebum ‘tallow’] o suety ad). 

suet pudding ». a pudding of suet etc., usu. boiled 
or steamed. 

suffer «. 1 iniz undergo pain, grief, damage, etc 
(suffers acutely; your reputation will suffer; suffers from 
neglect). 2 tr. undergo, experience, or be subjected to 
pain, loss, grief, defeat, change, etc.) (suffered banish- 
ment). 3 tr. tolerate (does nol suffer fools gladly). 4 intr 
archaic or literary undergo martyrdom. 5 /r (foll. by fe 
+ infin.) archaic allow. [from Latin sufferre ‘to bear’| 
o sufferer n. suffering 7. 

sufferance n. tacit consent. 0 on sufferance with 
toleration implied by lack of consent or objection. 
[from Old French suffraunce, related to suvinx 

suffice v. 1 iin be enough or adequate (thal will 
suffice for our purpose; suffices to prove it). 2 tr. satisfy (si 
sufficed him). O suffice it to say | shall content 
myself with saying. [from Latin sufficere ‘to supply | 


sufficiency 7. (//. -ies) an adequate amount or 
adequate resources 

sufficient ad). & del. good enough, large enough, on 
powerful enough: adequate. enough (sufficient food to 
feed her family; sufficient reason for action), |from Latin 
sufficient- “supplying’| O sufficiently ad 

suffix e 7. La verbal element added at the end of a 
word to form a derivative (e.g. fy, ing, -ilas). 2 Math. 
= suscril. @ 7/2 append, esp. as a sufhx. [from 
Latin suffixum \thing) fastened beneath’) 0 suffix- 
ation 1. 

suffocate ¢: 1 /: choke or kill by stopping breathing. 2 
tr (often foll. by by, wth) produce a choking or breath- 
less sensation m. 3. wr be or feel suflocated or breath- 
less. [based on Latin seffocatus ‘narrowed up’| a 
suffocating adj. suffocatingly adi. suffocation 7. 

suffragan ». (in full suffragan bishop or bishop 
suffragan) 1 a bishop appointed to help a dio- 
cesan bishop in the administration of a diocese. 2a 
bishop in relation to his archbishop or metropol- 
itan. [from Old French] 

suffrage ». the right of voting in political elections 

full adult suffrage). [from Latin suffragium| 

suffragette 7. his! a woman sccking the right to 

vote through organized protest. 


suffragist 1. esp. hist. a person who advocates the 
extension of the suffrage. csp. to women. 0 suf- 
fragism 1 

suffuse v./. Liof colour. moisture. etc. spread trom 
within to colour or moisten (@ blush suffused her cheek 
2 cover with colour etc. [based on Latin suffi 
‘poured underneath or upon’| co suffusion 7 

Sufi 7. (p/. Sufis) a Muslim mystic. [from Arabic 
vuift | O Sufic adj. Sufism ), 

sug i./: \sugged. sugging) s/any (aticmpt to) sell ya 
person product under the ew of conducuins 
market research. Jacronvin trom sell der the guise | 


sugar 


sugar e 7. 1 a sweet crystalline substance obtained 
from various plants, esp. the sugar cane and sugar 
beet, used in cookery, confectionery, brewing, etc.: 
sucrose. 2 Chem. any of a group of soluble usu, 
sweet-tasting crystallme carbohydrates found espe- 
Gially in plants, e.g. glucose. 3 esp. US collog. darling, 
dear (used as a term of address). 4 sweet words: 
flattery. 5 anything comparable to sugar encasing a 
pill in reconciling a person to what is unpalatable. 
e wf. 1 sweeten with sugar. 2 make (one’s words, 
meaning, etc.) more pleasant or 
ooh welcome. 3 coat with sugar (sugared 
almond). 4 spread a sugar mixture on (a 
tree} to catch moths, 
0 sugar the pill see ris. [from Itahan 
zucchero| O sugarless ad). 
sugar beet 7. a beet, Bela vulgar, from 
which sugar is extracted. 
sugar-candy sce cvvpy 7. |. 
sugar cane 7. < any perennial tropical 
grass of the genus Saccharum, esp. 
‘. officinarum, with tall stout jointed 
stems from which sugar is made. 
sugar-coated ad. 1 \of food) enclosed 
in sugar. 2 made superficially attract- 
ive. 3 excessively senumental. 
sugar daddy ». ( //. -ies) s/ung an 
elderly man who lavishes gifts 
etc. on a young woman, 
sugar loaf 7. a conical moulded 


EAUEH SS (CeINNS mass of sugar. 


(Saccharum 


officinarum) sugar maple 7. » a N. Ameri- 


can maple, Ace 
saecharum, from the sap of which 
maple sugar anc maple syrup 
are made. 
sugar snap 7. (also sugar pea) 
in full sugar snap pea; = 
MIANCCETOU Te 
sugar soap 7. Bri. an alkaline 
preparation used for cleaning or 
removing pam. 
sugary ad. 1 
resembling sugar. 2 excessively 
sweet o1 sentimental. 3. falsely 
sweet or pleasant (sugary compli- 
ment, sugariness 1! 
suggest 7/7, 1 (often foll. by thal 
+ clause) propose (a theory, plan, 
or hypothesis) (suggested tu them 
that they should wait; suggested u 
different plan). 2 a cause tan idea, 
memory. association. etc.) to 
present itself, evoke «he poem 
sugvests peace). b hint at (ho be 
haviour suggests guilt). O suggest 
itself of an idea cic.) come into 
the mind. [based on Latin swegges 
tus “suggested, brought up} 


containing or 


suggestible ad) Ll capable of being suggested. 
2 open to suggestion: easily swayed. 0 suggest- 
ibility » 

suggestion 7. 1 the act or an instance of suggest- 
ing; the state of being suggested. 2 a theory, plan, 
etc., suggested vmade a helpful suggestion). 3 a slight 
trace: a bint (a suggestion of garliu,. 4 Psychol. a the 
insinuation of a belie! etc, into the mind. b such a 
belief ct 

suggestive «dj. 1 (usu. foll. by of) conveying a 
suggestion: evocative. 2 :esp. of a remark, joke. etc 
indecent or improper by suggestion, B suggest- 
ively adi. suggestiveness /) 

2 of or 


fatally on 


suicidal ad). bE inclined to commit suicide 
3 self-destructive: 
disastvously rash. o suicidally ad. 


concerning suicide 


suicide e 7. la the mtentional killmg of oncsell, ba 
person who commits suicide. 2 a sell-destructiy« 


action or course ( paltical vucide. @ tinh. commu 
suicide [based on Latin vz ‘of oneself” (see -c tb ) 
suicide pact /). an agreement between two or mor 


SUGAR MAPLE 
Acer vaccharum) 


people to commit suicide together. 

sui generis /s0o-I jen-é-ris/ adj. of its own kind; 
unique. 

suit e 7. 1 am a set of outer clothes 
of matching material for men, 
consisting usu. of a jacket, 
trousers, and sometimes a 
waistcoat, b a similar set of 
clothes for women usu. 
having a skirt instead of 
U S Le } ~ 


collar 


sleeve t 


| if a) 4 
c (esp. in comb.) a set of clothes 
for a special occasion, occupa- 
tion, etc. (playsuil; sceumsutt). 
2 any of the four sets (spades, 
hearts. diamonds, clubs) into cuff 
which a pack of cards is ~ 

divided. 3 (in full suit at law) / 


a lawsuit (criminal suit). 4 aa hip ve 
petition esp. to a person in flap 
authority. b the process of pocket 


courting a woman (paid suit to 

her). 5 (usu. foll. by of) a set of 

sails. armour, etc. 6 s/ang a person 
wearing a suit; a business executive. 

@ vf 1 go well with (a person’s figure, 
features. etc.): become. 2 (also adbsol.) 
meet the demands or requirements of 
(does not suil all tastes). 3 make fitung or 
appropriate (suited his style lo his audience). 


4 (as suited adj.) appropriate; well fitted — suIT: 
(not suited to the job). O suit oneself 1 do 
as one chooses. 2 find something that 

satisfies one. [from Old 


French s7(ejute| 

suitable ad. (usu. foll. by ‘0, 
for) well fitted for the purpose; 
appropriate. OQ suitability 
n. suitableness 1). suitably 
adi. 

suitcase 7. a usu. oblong case 
for carrying clothes ete.. 
having a handle and a flat 
hinged lid. o suitcaseful 7. 
(pl. -fuls), 

suite /swect/ n. 1 a set of 
things belonging together, esp.: 
a a set of rooms in a hotel 
etc. ba sofa. armchairs. etc.. of 
the same design. 2 lus. a a set 
of instrumental compositions 
to be played in succession. b a 
set of selectecl pieces from an 
opera, etc., to be played as 
one instrumental work. 3 a set 
of people m attendance: a 
retinue. [French] 

suiting 7. cloth used for mak- 
ing suits. 

suitor 7. 1 a man seeking to marry a specified 
woman; a wooer, 2 a plaintiff or petitioner in a 
lawsuit. 3 a prospective buyer of a business or 
corporation; the maker of a takeover bid. [from 
Latin secutor ‘follower’ | 

sukiyaki 7. a Japanese dish of sliced meat fried 
rapidly with vegetables and sauce. [ Japanese] 

sulcus 7. (//. sulci) -Ina/. a groove or furrow, esp. on 
the surface of the brain. { Latin] 

sulfa (/S var. of suvpna. 

sulfate etc. US var. of stupa ete 

sulfur etc. (Svar. of scipner ete. 

sulk @ 7.n/y, indulge in a sulk; be sulky, @ 7. (also in 
pl. prec. by the) a period of sullen esp. resentful 
stlence or aloofness from others (avimg a sulk, gol the 
wks). O sulker n. 

sulky e ad). sulkier, sulkiest) sullen, morose, or 
silent, esp. from resentment or il temper, @ 7. ( pl. 
-ies) a light two-wheeled horse-drawn vehicle fo1 
one, esp. used in trotting races, & 1ROvUNG, O sulk- 
ily a/v. sulkiness n. 

sullen e adj. 1 morose, resentful, sulky, unsociable. 
2 avof a thing) slow-moving. b dismal (a sullen sky). 


silk lining, 


FWO-PIECL 
sUT1 


sum 


en. (in pl, usu. prec. by the) archaic a sullen frame of 
mind; depression. [from Anglo-French, based on 
sol ‘single’] O sullenly adv. sullenness 1. 
sully wi, (-ies, -ied) 1 disgrace or tarnish (a 
person’s reputation or character, a 
victory, etc.). 2 poet. dirty; soil. 
sulpha n. (US sulfa) any drug 
; derived from  sulphanilamide 
(often attrib.: sulpha drug). 
sulphamic acid 7, (US sul- 
famic acid) a strong acid used in 
weedkiller, an amide of sulphuric 
acid. 0 sulphamate 7. 
sulphate 7. (US sulfate) a salt 
or ester of sulphuric acid. [from 


notched 
4 lapel 
_ breas 


pocket 


cuff French sadfate| 
buttons sulphide 7. (US sulfide) 
»\ three- Chem. a binary compound of 
button sulphur. 
front sulphite x. (US sulfite) Chem. 
fastening a salt or ester of sulphurous 


; acid. [from French sulfite] 
waistband sytphonamide n. (US sul- 
fonamide) a substance derived 
from an amide of a sulphonic 
acid, able to prevent the multi- 
plication of some patho- 
genic bacteria. 

sulphur 7. (U'S 
sulfur) l a» a 
pale yellow non- 
metallic element 
naving crystalline and 
amorphous forms, 
yurning with a blue 
flame and a suffocat- 
ing smell. b (aftrih.) 
ike or containing 
sulphur, 2 the mater- 
ial of which hellfire and 
ightning were believed to 
consist, 3 any yellow butter- 
ly of the family Pieridae. 4 a pale greenish-yellow 
colour. [from Latin sulfur, sulp(hjur| 0 sulphury ad). 
sulphur candle 7. a candle burnt to produce 
sulphur dioxide for fumigating, 
sulphur dioxide ». a colourless pungent toxic gas 
formed by burning sulphur in air and used as a 
food preservative. > AciD RAIN 
sulphureous adj. (US sulfureous) 1 of, like, or 
suggesting sulphur. 2 sulphur-coloured; yellow. 
sulphuric /sul-fewr-ik/ adj. (U'S sulfuric) Chem. 


containing hexavalent sulphur. 


hemmed 
lrousers 


SULPHUR CRYSTALS 


sulphuric acid 7. a dense oily colourless highly 
acid and corrosive liquid. 

sulphurous a7. ‘S sulfurous) 1 /sul-fer-is/ relat- 
ing to or suggestive of sulphur, esp. in colour. 2 /sul- 
fewr-tis/ Chem. containing tetravalent sulphur. 

sulphurous acid 7. an unstable weak acid used as 
a reducing and bleaching acid. 

sultan 7. a Muslim sovereign. [from Arabic sultan 
‘power, ruler’] O sultanate 7. 

sultana 7. 1 a a seedless raisin used in puddings, 
cakes, etc. b the small pale yellow grape producing 
this. 2 the mother, wife, concubine, or daughter of 
a sultan. [Italian fem. of suétano ‘sultan’] 

sultry adj. (sultrier, sultriest) 1 (of the weather 
etc.) hot or oppressive; close. 2 (of a person etc.) 
passionate; sensual. [from obsolete sulter ‘to swel- 
ter | GO sultrily adv. sultriness n. 

sume». 1 the total amount resulting from the add- 
ition of two or more items ete. 2 a particular 
amount of money. 3 a an arithmetical problem. 
b (esp. pl.) collog. arithmetic work (good at sums). @ w.Ir. 
(summed, summing) find the sum of. 0 in sum 
in brief. sum up 1 (esp. of a judge) recapitulate or 
review the evidence in a case etc, 2 form or express 
an idea of the character of (a person etc.). 3 collect 
into or express as a total or whole. [from Latin 
summa “Main part | 


sumac 


p 


Sfruit cluster 


Ve 
\~ 


SUMAC: 
STAG HORN SUMACG 


(Rhus typhina) 


sumac 7. (also sumach) I A any shrub or small tree 
of the genus Rhus or Cotinus, having conical clusters 
of reddish fruit used as a spice in cooking, 2 the 
dried and ground leaves of R. coriaria used in 
tanning and dyeing. [from Arabic summak| 

summa cum laude ad. © ad. chiefly .\. Amer. (of 
a degree, diploma, etc.) with the highest distinc- 
tion. [Latin, ‘with highest praise’] 

summarize 2/7. (also -ise) make or be a summary 
of; sum up. O summarizable ad). 

summary e 7. (//. -ies) a brief account. @ adj. 
1 without details or formalities; brief (a summary 
account). 2 Law without the customary legal formal- 
ities (summary justice). [from Latin summarium| 0 sum- 
marily adv. saummariness 7. 

summation 7. 1 the finding of a total. 2 a summing- 
up. O summational ad. summative adj. 

summer e 7. 1 the warmest season of the year. 
> stason. 2 dstron. the period from the summer 
solstice to the autumnal equinox. 3 the hot weather 
typical of summer. 4 (often foll. by of) the mature 
stage of life; the height of achievement etc. 5 (esp. 
in pl.) poet. a year (esp. of a person’s age) (a child of ten 
summers). 6 (attrib.) characteristic of or suitable for 
summer. @ v.ntr (usu. foll. by af, im) pass the summer. 
[Old English] 0 summerless adj. summery ad). 

summer house 7. a light building in a garden etc. 
used for sitting in in fine weather. 

summer pudding 7. Bri. a pudding of soft 
summer fruit encased in bread or sponge. 

summer school 1. esp. Bri/. a course of lectures 
etc. helel during the summer vacation, esp. at a 
university, 


summer solstice 7. the solstice at midsummer, at 
the ume of the longest day. 

summertime 7. the season or period of summer 
(cf. SUMMER TIME}. 

summer time 7. Sri. the period from March to 
October when clocks are advanced an hour. 
summing-up 7. 1 a review of evidence and a 
direction given by a judge to a jury. 2 a recapitula- 
tion of the main pomts of an argument, case, ete. 
sumunit 7. 1 the highest point, esp. of a mountain: 
the apex. 2 the highest degree of power, ambition, ’ 
etc. 3 (in full summit meeting, talks, etc.) a 
discussion, esp. on disarmament etc., between 

- heads of government. [from Latin swnmum “highest 
(thing) | 

summiteer 7. a participant in a sumnut meeting, 

summon ?/7) 1 call upon to appear, esp. as a detend- 
ant or witness in a law court. 2 (usu. foll. by lo 
+ infin.} call upon (summoned her to assist). 3 call 
together for a meeung or some other purpose. 
4 (often foll. by up and to, for) gather (courage, 
resources, etc.). [from Latin swmunonere “to hint, later 
‘to call’| OQ summonable ad). summoner 7. 

summons e /. (//. summonses) 1 an authori- 
tative or urgent call to attend on some occa- 
sion or do something. 2 a a call to 
appear before a judge or magistrate. 
b the writ containing such a 
summnions. @ 7/7 esp. Law serve 
with a summons. [from Old 
French somone] 

sumo 7. & a style of Japancse 
heavyweight wrestling, in which a 
participant is defeated by touch- 
ing the ground with any 
part of the body except 
the soles of the fect or 
by moving outside the 
marked area. | Japanese| 


SUMO WRESTLERS 


sunburst 
SUN 
The Sun, a main sequence star, is about five ane 
billion years old. Around f.4 million km er Earth 
(870,000 miles) across, it is composed almost —o © D> © + . 
entirely of helium and hydrogen. The Sun’s a 


surface, the photosphere, has a temperature of 
5,500 °C (9,950 °F). During a solar eclipse, 
when the Moon obscures the Sun, both the 
Sun’s inner atmosphere (chromosphere) and its 
outer atmosphere (corona) are vis- 

ible. ‘The corona extends 
millions of kilometres 
into space. 


(HE SUN, WITH INTERNAL 
STRUCTURE REVEALED 


radiative zone 


convective zone 
photo plu Me 


chromosphere 


corona 


core 


eruplivg 
prominence \ convection 


cell 


filament 1 granulated 
surface 
volar flare 


2 “a We x 5 
sunspot \. looped gas prominence 


sump vn. 1 a pit, well, hole, etc.. in which superflu- 
ous liquicl collects in mines, machines, etc. 2 a 
cesspool, [Middle English in sense ‘marsh’, from 
Middle Dutch] 

sumptuary ad). 1 resulating expenditure. 2 wf a 
law etc.) limiting private expenditure in the inter- 
ests of the State. [based on Latin sumplus ‘cost’] 

sumptuous ¢@dj. rich, lavish, costly. {from Latin 
sumptuosus| O Sumptuosity 7. sumptuously ad: 
sumptuousness 7. 


sun and planet n, a system of gearing cogwheels. 

sunbathe ?.2/: bask in the sun, esp. to tan the body. 
oO sunbather 7. 

sunbeam 7. a ray of sunlight. 

sunbed 7. Bn/. 1 a lightweight usu. folding chair 
with a seat long enough to support the legs, used for 
sunbathing. 2 a bed for lying on under a sunlamp. 

sunbelt n. a strip of territory receiving a high 
amount of sunshine. 

sunblind 7. Brit. a window awning. 

sum total 1. = svi n. 1. sunblock 7. a cream or lotion for protecting the 


Sun. abbr. Sunday. skin from the sun. 


sun e 7. 1 a also Sum) A the star round 
which the Earth orbits and from which it 
receives light and warmth. © sorsr 
systEM. b any similar star in the 
universe with or without 
planets. 2 the light or 
warmth received trom the 
Sun (Keep out the sun). @ «. 
isunned, sunning) 1 j¢//. 
bask in the sun. 2 /: expose 
to the sun. 3 afr sun one- 
self. a beneath (or 
under} the sun any- 
where in the world. 
{Old English] o sun- 
less adj. sunlike ad). 
sunward «ad. & adv. 
sunwards «i/i 


sun-bonnet 7. a bonnet of cotton etc. covering the 
neck and shading the face. esp. for 
children. 

sunburn e »). reddening and 
inflammation of the skin 
caused by over-exposure 
to the sun. @ vind 1 suffer 
from sunburn. 2 cas 
sunburnt or sun- 
burned adj.) suffering 
trom sunburn: brown o1 
tanned. 

sunburst 7. I something 
resembling the Sun and its 
rays, esp... ah an ornament. 


SUNBURST: SYMBOI 
brooch, etc. b a frework OF THE RISEN 


2 the sun shining suddenly 
from behind clouds 


CHRIST. SIENA 
COMA TRAN IRL 


sun cream 


sun cream 7. cream for protecting the skin from 
sunburn and for promoting suntanning, 

sundae /sun-day/ 7. a dish of ice cream with fruit, 
nuts, syrup, etc. 

Sunday e 7. 1 the first day of the week, a Christian 
holiday and day of worship. 2 a newspaper 
published on a Sunday. @ adv. collog. 1 on Sunday. 
2 (Sundays) on Sundays; each Sunday. [Old 
English] 

Sunday best ». often joc. a person’s best clothes, 
kept for Sunday use. 

Sunday driver 7. a person who drives chiefly at 
weekends, esp. slowly or unskilfully. 

Sunday letter 7. ~ pominicaL LeTrer. 

Sunday school 2. a school for the religious instruc- 
tion of children on Sundays. 

sun deck 1. 1 the upper deck of a steamer. 2.V. Amer. 
a terrace or balcony positioned to catch the sun. 

Gurled leaf sunder utr G@ intr 

‘ archaw or lilerary sep- 
arate, sever OF in 
sunder apart. [Old 

English] 

- sundew #. € any small 

insect-consuming bog 

s plant of the family 

Droseraceae, esp. of 

: the genus Drosera, with 

re hairs secreting drops 
\ “sof moisture. 

Sretpefu d j } 


4) sundial 7. ¥ an instru- 


ment showing the time 
by the shadow of a 
pointer cast by the 
Sun on to a gradu- 


sticky hairs 


SUNDEW: FLY CAPTURED 


IN SUNDEW LEAF ated plate. 
(Drosera species) sundown 2, sun- 
set. 


sundress 7. a dress without sleeves and 
with a low neck. 
sun-dried adj. dried by the sun, 
not by artificial heat. 
sundry e ad. various; 
several (sundry items}. @ Nn. 
tpl. -ies: 1 (in pl.) items or 
oddments not mentioned indi- 
vidually. 2 Austral. Crickel = exes 
n. 5. [Old English syndng ‘separate’] 


hour 


marh 
sunflower 7. W any very tall plant 


of the genus 
Helianthus, esp. H. annuus 
with very large showy 
golden-rayed flowers, 
grown also for its 
seeds which yield 
an edible oil. 
sung fas! parl. of 
SIMG. 


sunglasses 1./)/. 
glasses tinted to 
protect the eyes 
from sunheht 
or glare, 
sun-god x. the 
Sun worshipped 1s 
a deity. 
sunhat 7. a hat designed to 
protect the head trom the sun. 
sun-helmet 7. a helmet ol 
cork ete. formerly worn by 
white people in the tropics. 
sunk pas! and pas! parl. of sinn, 
sunken «dj. 1 that has been sunk. 2 beneath the 
surface; submerged. 3 tof the eyes etc.) hollow, 
depressed 


SUNFLOWER 
Helianthus annuus 


sun-kissed ad). warmed or aflected by the sun. 
sunlamp 7. 1 a Jamp giving ultraviolet rays for an 
artificial suntan, therapy, etc. 2 Crnenatog, a large 
lamp with a parabolic film- 
making. 


reflector used in 


SUNDIAL 


sunlight 7. light from the Sun. o sunlit ad. 

sun lounge 7. Bri. a room with large windows, 
designed to receive sunlight. 

sunlounger 7. Bril. = sunsep |. 

Sunna 7. a traditional portion of Muslim law based 
on Muhammad’s words or acts, accepted (together 
with the Koran) as authoritative by Muslims. 
[Arabic, literally ‘form, course, rule’] 

Sunni e 7. (//. same or Sunnis) 1 one of the two 
main branches of Islam, commonly described as 
orthodox, and differing from the Shia in its under- 
standing of the Sunna. 2 an adherent of this 
branch of Islam, e adj. of or relating to Sunni. 

sunny adj. (sunnier, sunniest) 1 a bright with 
sunlight. b exposed to or warmed by the sun. 
2 cheery in temperament. o sunnily adv. sunni- 
ness 7. 

sunrise 7. 1 the Sun’s rising at dawn. 2 the 
coloured sky associated with this. 3 the time at 
which sunrise occurs. 

sunrise industry 7. any newly established indus- 
try regarded as signalling prosperity. 

sunroof 7. a hinged or sliding panel in the roof of a 
car. 

sunroom 7. f= sun Lounc. 2 esp. A. Amer a solar- 
10m. 

sunscreen 7. a cream or lotion rubbed on to the 
skin to protect it from the sun. 

sunset 77. 1 the Sun’s setting in the evening, 2 the 
coloured sky associated with this. 3 the time at 
which sunset occurs. 

sunshade », 1 a parasol. 2 an awning. 

sunshine 7. 1 a the light of the Sun. b an area lit 
by the Sun. 2 fine weather. 3 cheerfulness; joy. 
O sunshiny ad. 
sunshine roof 7. Bri, = svvroor. 

sunspot 7. one of the dark patches 
observed on the Sun's 
surface. > Sty 

sunstroke 7. acute prostra- 
tion or collapse from the 
excessive heat of the sun. 


gnomon 


12 midday 


suntan e 7. the brownish 
colouring of skin caused |y 
exposure to the sun. @ v.intr. 
tanned, -tanning) colour 


the skin with a suntan. 
shadow marks 


Weiter: suntrap 7. Bril. a place shel 


tered from the wind and 

suitable for catching the sunshine. 

sunup 7. esp. V. Amer. sunrise. 

sup! e «/. (supped, supping) 1 take (soup, tea, 
etc.) by sips or spoonfuls. 2 esp. M Engl. collog. drink 
(alcohol). @ x. a sip of liquid. [Old English] 

sup® win’: (supped, supping) (usu. foll. by off, on 
archaic take supper. [from Old French super] 

super e «dj. (also super-duper) (also as int.) collog. 
exceptional: splendid. @ ». collog. 1 Theatr. a super- 
numerary actor, 2 a superintendent. 

super- com). form forming nouns, adjectives, and 
verbs, meaning: 1 above, beyond, or over (super- 
structure, superimpose). 2 to a great or extreme degree 
(superabundant). 3 extra good or large of its kind 
supertanker), 4 of a higher kind (superclass). [from 
Latin super ‘above, bey ml] 

superable ad. able to be overcome. [from Latin 
superabilr | 

superabundant ad. abounding beyond what is 
normal or right. [from Late Latin superabundant- 
‘being too abundant] G superabundance 7. 
superabundantly adi: 

superannuate wf; 1 retire (a person) with a 
pension. 2 clismiss or discard as too old. 3 (as 
superannuated adj.) tow old for work or use. 
4 a make (a post) pensionable. b make pensionable 
the post of {an employee). [based on medieval 
Latin superannualuy ‘more than a year old’| o super- 
annuable ad). 

superannuation 7. | a pension paid to a retired 


superhighway 


person, 2 a regular payment made towards this by 
an employed person. 3 the process or an instance of 
superannuating. 

superb ad. 1 of the most impressive, splendid, etc., 
kind. 2 collog. excellent; fine. {from Latin superbus 
‘proud’] o superbly adv. superbness 2. 

supercargo 2. (p/. -oes or -os) an officer in a 
merchant ship managing sales etc. of cargo. [from 
Spanish sobrecargo] 

supercede var. of surt.rsepe. 

supercharge w/z, 1 (usu. foll. by with) charge (the 
atmosphere etc.) with energy, emotion, etc. 2 use a 
supercharger on. 

supercharger 7. a device supplying air or fuel to 
an internal-combustion engine at above normal 
pressure to increase efficiency. > TURBOCHARGER 

supercilious adj. assuming an air of contemptuous 
indifference or superiority. [from Latin superciliosus| 
oO superciliously adv. superciliousness 7. 

superclass 7. a taxonomic category between class 
and phylum. 

supercomputer 7. an exceptionally powerful 
mainframe computer capable of dealing with 
complex problems. 0 supercomputing n. 

superconductivity 2. Physics ® the property of 
zero electrical resistance in some substances at very 
low absolute temperatures. 0 superconducting 
adj. saperconductive «dj. 

superconductor 7. Physics a substance having 
superconductivity, > suPLERGONDUC TIVITY 

supercool e uv. Chem. 1 ft cool (a hquid) below its 
freezing point without solidification or crystalliza- 
tion. 2 intr (of a liquid) be cooled in this way. 
> marrcr. @ adj. slang very cool, relaxed, etc. 

super-duper var. of surex ad). 

superego 7. (//. -os) Psychol. the part of the mind 
that acts as a conscience and responds to social 
rules. 

supererogation 7. the performance of more than 
duty requires. [from Late Latin supererogatio| O super- 
erogatory «adj. 

superfamily 7. (#/. -ies) a taxonomic category 
between family and order. 

superficial ad). 1 of or on the surface; lacking 
depth. 2 swift or cursory. 3 apparent but not real (@ 
superficial resemblance). 4 (esp. of a person) having no 
depth of character or knowledge. [from Late Latin 
superficialis| O superficiality n. (pl. -ies). super- 
ficially ado. 

superficies 1. | /. same) Geom. a surface. [Latin] 

superfine ad. 1 Commerce of extra quality. 2 pre- 
tending great refinement. [from medieval Latin 
superfinus| 

superfluidity ». the property of flowing without 
friction or viscosity, as in liquid helium below about 
2.18 kelvins. o superfluid 7. & adj. 

superfluity 1. (p/. -ies) 1 the state of being super- 
fluous. 2 a superfluous amount or thing, 

superfluous /soo-per-floo-iis/ adj. more than 
enough, redundant, necdless. [from Latin super 
jfluus\| O superfluously adv. superfluousness 7. 

supergiant 7. a star of very great luminosity and 
Size. 

superglue e 7. any of various adhesives with an 
exceptional bonding capability. e xf (-glues, 
-glued, -gluing or -glueing) stick with superglue. 

supergrass 7. Bril. collog. a police informer who 
impheates a large number of people. 

superheat o./, Physics 1 heat (a liquid) above its 
boiling point without vaporization. 2 heat (a 
vapour) above its boiling pomt. O superheater 7. 

superhero 1, (//. -oes) a person or fictional char- 
acter with extraordinary heroic attributes. 

superhighway 1. 1 .\. Amer a dual carriageway 
with two or more lanes in each direction, 2 (in full 
information superhighway) a means of rapid 
transfer of mformation in different digital forms 
(e.g. video, sound. and graphics) via an extensive 
electronic network. 


superhuman 


SUPERCONDUCTIVITY 


_ A metal cooled to just above absolute zero 
(-273.15 °C, —459.67 °F) loses its electrical 
resistance and therefore carries current 

more efficiently. Materials cooled in this way 
are called superconductors, and are used in 
electrical cables and scientific equipment. 
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superhuman adj. 1 beyond normal human cap- 
ability. 2 higher than man. [from Late Latin super- 
humanus| 0 superhumanly ad. 

superimpose ./y: (usu. foll. by on) lay (a thing) on 
something else. 0 superimposition 7. 

superintend vir G@ ini supervise and inspect. 
[from ecclesiastical Latin superiniendere] 0 super- 
intendence n. superintendency n. 

superintendent @ 7. 1 a a person who super- 
intends. b a director of an institution etc. 2 a (in the 
UK) a police officer above the rank of inspector. 
b (in the US) a high-ranking official, often the chief 
of a police department. 3 U’S the caretaker of a 
building: e adj. superintending. 

superior e adj. 1 in a higher position; of higher 
rank. 2 a above average in quality etc, (superior 
leather). b supercilious (superior air). 3 (often fol. by fo) 
a better or greater in some respect. b above yield- 
ing, making concessions, etc. (superior to bribery). 
4 Printing (of figures or letters) placed above the 
line. @ 7. 1 a person superior to another in rank, 
character, etc. 2 ( fem. superioress) Eccl. the head 
of a monastery or other religious institution (.\ other 
Superior, Father Superior). 3 Printing a superior letter or 
figure. [Latin, literally “higher’] o superiorly ad: 

superiority 7. the state of being superior. 

superiority complex 7. Psychol. an undue con- 
viction of one’s own superiority to others. 

superlative /soo-per-li-tiv/ @ adj. 1 of the highest 
quality or degree (superlative wisdom). 2 Gram. (of an 
adjective or adverb) expressing the highest or a very 
high degree of a quality (e.g, bravest, most frrcely). 
@ x. | am. a the superlative expression or form of 
an re or adverb. b a word in the superlative. 
2 something embodying excellence. 3 (usu. in pl.) a 
hyperbolical expression, esp. of praise. [from Late 
Latin superlatwus ‘exaggerated’] a superlatively 
adv. superlativeness 1. 

superlunary ad. 1 situated beyond the Moon. 
2 celestial. [from medieval Latin superlunans| 

superman 7. (pl. -men) 1 esp. Philos. the ideal 
superior man of the future. 2 collog. a man of 
excepuonal strength or ability. 

supermarket 7. a large self-service store selling 
foods, houschold goods, etc. 

supermodel ». a highly-paid model employed in 
high-profile glamour modelling. 

supernatural e adj. attributed to or thought to 
reveal some force above the laws of nature; magic- 
al, occult, mystical. @ x. (prec. by the) supernatural 
forces, effects, etc. D supernaturalism n. super- 
naturally adi. supernaturalness 7. 

supernormal adj beyond what is normal or 
natural. O supernormaility n. 


supernova 7. (fl. -novae /-vee/ or -novas) Astron. 
a star that suddenly increases very greatly in bright- 
ness because of an explosion ejecting most of its 
mass. > STAR : 

supernumerary e adj. 1 in excess of the normal 
number; extra. 2 engaged for extra work. 3 (of an 
actor) appearing on stage but not speaking. @ z. (pi. 
-ies) 1 a supernumerary person or thing 2 a 
person engaged for extra work. |from Late Latin 
supernumerarus ‘(soldier) added to a legion already 
complete’ ] 

superorder 7. Biol. a taxonomic category between 
order and class. 

superphosphate 7. a fertilizer made by treating 
phosphate rock with sulphuric or phosphoric acid. 

superpower /. a state of supreme power and influ- 
ence, esp. the US and, formerly, the USSR. 

supersaturate w/7, add to (esp. a solution) beyond 
saturation point, 0 supersaturation 7. 

superscribe »./7. 1 write (an inscription) at the top 
of or on the outside of a document ete. 2 write an 
inscription over or on (a thing). [from Latin super- 
seribere| Q Superscription n. 

superscript @ adj. written or printed above. @ n. a 
superscript number or symbol. [from Latin super 
scriptus] 

supersede 2/7; (also disp. supercede) 1 a adopt or 
appoint another person or thing in place of. b set 
aside; cease to employ. 2 (of a person or thing) take 
the place of. [from Latin supersedere ‘to be superior 
to’] O supersession 7. 

supersonic adj. designating or having a speed 
greater than that of sound. 0 supersonically ad. 

supersonics 71.//. (treated as sing.) = virRAsonics. 

superstar 7. an extremely famous or renowned 
actor, musician, etc. 0 superstardom 7, 

superstate n. a powerful political state, esp. one 
formed from a federation of nations. 

superstition 7. 1 credulity regarding the super- 
natural. 2 an irrational fear of the unknown. 
3 muischrected reverence. 4 a practice, opinion, or 
religion based on these tendencies. 5 a widely held 
but unjustified idea. [from Latin superstitio| O super- 
stitious adj. superstitiously adi. superstitious- 
ness /. 

superstore 7. a large supermarket selling a wide 
range of goods. 

superstructure 7. 1 the part of a building above 
its foundations. 2 a structure built on top of some- 
thing else. 3 a concept or idea based on others. 
O superstructural ad). 

supertanker 7. a very large tanker ship. 

supertax 7. a higher rate of tax on incomes above 
a certain level. 

supervene w.J7/. occur as an interruption or a 
change. [from Latin supervenire “to come on top of’ 
D supervenient ad. supervention /. 

supervise 2/7 superintend, oversee. [based on 
medieval Latin supervisus ‘surveyed’] O super- 
vision 7. supervisor 7. supervisory «d). 

superwoman /”. (/)/, -women) col/og. a woman of 
exceptional strength or ability. 

supine adj. 1 lying face upwards (cf. vronr la). 
2 inert, indolent. [from Latin sufinus ‘turned back- 
ward’| a supinely adi. supineness 1. 

supper 7. an evening meal, esp. a light or informal 
one. D sing for one’s supper do something in 
return for a benefit. [from Old French super] 

supplant v./7. dispossess and take the place of, esp. 
by underhand means. [from Latin supplantare ‘to 
trip up | Oo supplanter n. 

supple adj. suppler, supplest) flexible, pliant. 
[from Latin supplex *subniussive’] G suppleness n. 

supplely var. of st priy*. 

supplement e i. 1 a thing or part added to remedy 
deficiencies (dielary supplement). 2 a part added to a 
hook etc. to provide further information, 3 a separ- 
ale section, esp. a colour magazine, added to a 
newspaper etc. 4 an additional charge payable. 


suppository 


®@ v.47. provide a supplement for. [from Latin supple- 
mentum| Q supplemental adj. supplementally 
adv. supplementation n. 

supplementary adj. forming or serving as a 
supplement; additional. 0 supplementarily ad:. 

supplementary benefit 7. /us!. (in the UK) a 
weekly allowance formerly paid by the state to 
those with an income below a certain level, now 
replaced by tNcoMe supporr. 

suppliant /sup-li-ant/ @ adj. 1 supplicating. 2 ex- 
pressing supplication. @ n. a supplicating person. 
[French, hterally ‘beseeching’] 0 suppliantly adv. 

supplicate v. formal 1 tr. petition humbly to (a 
person) or for (a thing). 2 intr. (foll. by to, for) make a 
petition. [based on Latin supplicatus “beseeched’] 
0 supphicant ad. © n. supplication 7. suppli- 
catory ad). 

supply! e utr (-ies, -ied) 1 provide or furnish (a 
thing needed). 2 (often foll. by wth) provide (a 
person etc. with a thing needed). 3 meet or make 
up for (a deficiency, need, etc.). 4 fill (a vacancy etc.) 
as a substitute. @ n. ( pl. -ies) 1 the act or an instance 
of providing what is needed. 2 a stock, amount, 
etc., of something provided or obtainable. 3 (in p/.) 
the provisions and equipment for an army, exped- 
ition, etc. 4 (often atirib.) a person, e.g. a school- 
teacher, acting as a temporary substitute for 
another. Oo in short supply scarce. [from Latin 
supplere ‘to fill up’|] a supplier n. 

supply? adv. (also supplely) in a supple manner. 

supply and demand ». von. the amount or quan- 
tity of a product available and required, as factors 
regulating its price. 

supply-side 7. Econ. denoting a policy of low tax- 
ation and other incentives to produce goods and 
invest, 

support e 7/7, 1 carry all or part of the weight of. 
2 keep from falling or sinking or failing. 3 provide 
with a home and the necessities of life. 4 enable to 
last out; give strength to. 5 tend to substantiate or 
corroborate (a statement, theory, etc.). 6 back up; 
second. 7 speak in favour of (a resolution etc.)}. 8 be 
actively interested in (a particular team or sport). 
9 (often as supporting adj.) take a part that is 
secondary to (a principal actor etc.). 10 endure, 
tolerate (cannol support the noise). @ n. 1 the act or an 
instance of supporting; the process of being 
supported. 2 a person or thing that supports. 3 a 
secondary act at a pop concert etc. O in support 
of in order to support. [from Latin supportare ‘to 
convey, carry] O supportable adj. support- 
ability 7. supportably adv. supportingly ad. 

supporter 7. a person or thing that supports, esp. a 
person supporting a cause, team, or sport. 

supporting film 7. a less important film in a 
cinema programme. 

supportive adj. providing support or encourage- 
ment. 0 supportively adi. supportiveness 7. 

suppose 7/7. (often foll. by ‘hat + clause) 1 assume, 
esp. in default of knowledge; be inclined to think. 
2 take as a possibility or hypothesis (let us suppose you 
are right). 3 (in wmper) as a formula of proposal 
(suppose we try harder), 4 (of a theory or result etc.) 
require as a condition (design suppases a creator). 5 in 
the circumstances that; if (suppasing we slay’). 6 (as 
supposed adj.) generally accepted as being so (his 
supposed brother). 7 (in passive; foll. by to + infin.) a be 
expected or required (vas supposed to write to you). 
b (with neg) ought not; not be allowed to (nol supposed 
lo smoke). 01 suppose so an expression of hesitant 
agreement. [from Old French suppose] 0 suppos- 
able «dj. 

supposedly adi. as is generally supposed. 


supposition 7. 1 a {act or idea ete. supposed. 2 the act 
or an instance of supposing, O Suppositional aq). 

suppositious «dj. hypothetical, assumed. 

suppositidous a7. spurious; substituted for the 
genuine. 

suppository 7. (//. -ies) a medical preparation 
designed to be mserted into the rectum or vagina to 


suppress 


dissolve. & brug. [from medieval Latin suppositorium 
(thing) placed underneath’| 

suppress if; L end the activity or existence of, esp. 
forcibly. 2 prevent information, feelings, etc.) from 
being seen, heard, or known. 3 a partly or wholly 
eliminate (clectrical interference etc.). b equip (a 
device) to reduce such interference due to it. [based on 
Latin suppressus ‘pressed down’] 0 suppressible ad). 
suppression //, suppressive ad). suppressor 7. 

suppressant 71. a suppressing or restraining agent, 
esp. a drug that suppresses the appetite. 

suppurate ¢iniy 1 form pus. 2 fester. [based on 
Latin pus puriy pus’) 0 suppuration 7. suppura- 
tive ad). 

supra adv. above or earlier on (in a book etc.). 

supra- prefix 1 above. 2 beyond, transcending 
(supranational) (opp. werr»-). [from Latin supra ‘above. 
beyond, before in time’ } 

supranational adj. transcending national limits. 

supranationalism 7. supranationality rn. 

supremacist e 7. an advocate of the supremacy of 
a particular group. @ adj. relaung to or advocating 
such supremacy. 0 supremacism 7. 

supremacy 7. the state of being supreme in 
authority, power, rank, or importance. 


supreme adj. 1 highest in authority or rank. 2 great- 
est; most important. 3 (of a penalty or sacrifice etc.) 
involving death, [from Latin supremus “highest’| 
DO supremely ad. 

Supreme Being ». (prec. by fhe) a naine for God. 

Supreme Court 7. the highest judicial court 1 a 
country ete., or US (often supreme court) iia state. 

supreme pontiff see poniill. 

supremo 7. (//. -os) Bri’. 1 a supreme leader or 
ruler. 2 a person in overall charge. [Spanish, liter- 
ally ‘supreme | 

surcease /iferary @ 11. a cessation. @ v.inir & tr cease. 
[from Latin yupervedere ‘to supersede’ | 

surcharge e #. 1 an additional charge or payinent. 
2 a mark printed on a postage stamp changing its 
value. 3. an additional or excessive load. @ 77, Lexus 
a surcharge from. 2 exact {a sum) as a surcharge. 
3 mark \a postage stamp) with a surcharge. 4 over- 
load. 5 fll or saturate to excess. 

surcoat 7). 1 fz/. a loose robe worn over armour. 
2 a similar sleeveless sarment worn as part of the 
insigmia of an order of knighthood. 3 hat. an 
outer coat of rich material. [Middle English 
from Old French szrcof| 

surculose adj. Bo/. producing suckers. [based 
on Latin swculus ‘twig?| 

surd e adj. 1 \fath. of a number) irrational. 
2 Phonet. (of a sounds uttered with the 
breath and not the voice (e.g. f, A. pos. O: 
@7.1 Nath. asurd number. 2 Phonet. a surd 
sound. {from Latin sardus “deaf, mute’| 

sure e adj. b having or seeming to have 
adequate reason for a belief or asser- 
tion, 2 often fall. by of, or that + clause) 
convinced. 3 doll. by of) confident in 
anucipauion or knowledge of. 4 rchable 
or unfailing @ sure way to find outs, 5 fol, 
by fo + infin., certain. 6 undoubtedly 
true or truthlul. @ ad. & int. collog. 
certainly. O as sure as fate quitc 
certain, be sure {in imper, or mfin.: foll. 
bn that + clause or fo + infin.: take care 
to; not fail to, for sure collog. without 
doubt. make sure 1 make or become 
certaing ensure, 2 ifoll. by of) establish 
the truth on 
happening of, sure enough «alloy. 1 in 
fact; certainly. 2 with near certainty. sure 
thing csp. A. .fmer collog. n. a certainty. 
@ inf, certainly! yes. idee! to be sure 


ensure the existence o1 


Lit ts undeniable or admitted. 2 tt must be : 

admitted. [from Latin secwruy ‘secure’ | 

Osureness : 
sure-fire at/ribadj. callug. certam to 


succeed 


SURFBOARD 


sure-footed adj. never stumbling or making a 
mistake. O sure-footedly adv. sure-footedness n. 

surely ad. 1 with certainty (/he lime approaches slowly 
but surely). 2 as an appeal to likelihood or reason 
(surely that can’t be right). 3 with safety; securely (the 
goat plants its feet surely). 

surety /shoor-i-ti/ 7. (i. -ies) 1 a person who 


takes responsibility for another's performance of 


an undertaking, e.g. to appear in court, or payment 
of a debt. 2 a moncy given as a guarantec. b a 
guarantee. 3 certainty, O stand surety become a 
surety, go bail. [from Latin securitas ‘security’] 
oO suretyship 7. 
surfe 7. 1 the swell of the sea breaking on the shore 
or a reef. 2 the foam produced by this. @ z 1 mtx go 
surf-riding, 2 intr: slang ride illicitly on the roof or 
outside of a train. 3 /# browse (the Internet) for 
information or entertainment, O surfer n. surfing 
n. surfy adj. 
surface e 7. 1 a the outside of a material body. 
b the area of this. 2 any of the limits of a solid. 
3 the upper boundary of a liquid or of the ground 
ete. 4 the outward aspect of anything (quiet on the 
surface). 5 Geom. a set of points that has length and 
breadth but no thickness. 6 a/f7ib.) a of or on the 
surface. b superficial (surface politeness}. @ 2. 1 tr give 
the required surface to (a road, paper, etc.). 2 mln GS 
fr vise or bring to the surface. 3 mtr become visible 
or known. 4 intr collog. wake up. 0 come to the 
surface become perceptible after being hidden. 
[from French} o surfaced ad. (usu. mm comb). 
surfacer //. 
surface mail #7. mail carried over 
land and by sea, and not by air. 
surface tension 7. ® the tension of 
the surface-film of a liquid, tending to 
minimize its surface area. 
surface-to-air a/ltri/).adj, (of a missile) 
designed to be fired from the ground or 
at sea at an aircraft cte. 
surface-to-surface altiihad). (of a 
missile: designed to be fired from one 
point on the ground or at sea to another 
such point. 
surfactant 77. a substance which reduces 
surface tension. [based on swface-actye| 
surfboard n. <4 4 long narrow board 
used in surf-riding. 
surfeit /ser-[it/ @ 1. 1 an excess esp. 
i eating or drinking. 2 a [ecling of 
satiety or disgust resulting from this. 
e « (surfeited, surfeiting) 1 /r 
overfeed. 2 mr overeat. 3 intr, G fr (fol. by 
with) be or cause to be wearied through 
excess. {from Old French saye(et] 
surf-riding 7, the sport of being carried 
over the surf to the shore on a surfboard. 
surge e7. 1 a sudden or impetuous onset 
(a surge of anger). 2 the swell of the waves at 
sea. 3a heavy forward or upward motion. 
4 a rapid increase in price, activity, ete. 
3a sudden marked increase in voltage in 
an clectric circuit. @ vat 1 of waves cic.) 


a crowd ete. move suddenly and power- 

fully forwards. 3 fof an electric current 
etc.) increase suddenly. [from Latin surger 
‘to rise] 

surgeon !7. 1 a medical practitioner quali- 
fied to practise surgery, 2 a naval or mili- 
tary medical officer. [from Old) French 
serurgien| 
surgeon general 7. (//, surgeons 
general) (in the US) the head of a public 
health service or of an army ete. medical 
service 
surgery 7. ( f/, -ies) 1 the branch of medi- 
cme concerned with treatment of injurics 
or disorders of the body by incision or 
mamipulation, 2 Bri, a a place where a 


vwerface-film 
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rise and fall or move heavily forward. 2 (of 


surreptitious 


doctor, dentist, etc., treats patients. b the occasion 
of this. 3 Brit. a a place where an MP, lawyer, etc. 
gives advice. b the occasion of this. [from Greek 
kheirourgia ‘handiwork, surgery | 
surgical adj. 1 of or relatingto or done by surgeons 
or surgery. 2 resulting from surgery. 3 a used in 
surgery. b worn to correct a deformity etc. 4 (esp. of 
military action) swift and precise. [based on Old 
French sirurgie ‘surgery’] 0 surgically adv. 
surgical spirit x. Bri. methylated spirit used in 
surgery for cleansing etc. 
suricate 7. a grey meerkat, 
[French] 
surly adj. (surlier, surliest) bad-tempcered and 
unfriendly, [alteration of obsolete sz/y ‘haughty’| 
Oo surlily adv. surliness n. 
surmise @ 7. a conjecture. @ v. 1 /x (often foll. by that 
+ clause) infer doubtfully; make a surmise about. 
2 tr suspect the existence of. 3 intr. make a guess. 
[from Old French surmis(e) ‘accused’] 
surmount ¢./7, 1 overcome or get over (a difficulty 
or obstacle). 2 (usu. in passive) cap or crown. [from 
Old French surmonier| 0 surmountable adj. 
surname e 7. a hereditary name common to all 
members of a family. @ uz 1 give a surname to. 
2 give (a person a surname). 3 (as surnamed adj.) 
having as a family name. [from Anglo-French] 
surpass 1/7, 1 outdo, be greater or better than. 2 (as 
surpassing adj.) pre-eminent, matchless. [from 
French surpasser] 0 surpassingly ado. 
surplice 7. a loose white linen vestment worn over 
a cassock by clergy and choristers. 
D> vesrmini. [from medieval Latin 
superpellicium| O surpliced ad). 
~ surplus e 7. 1 an amount left over. 
2 a an excess of revenue over 
expenditure. b the excess value of a 
company’s assets over the face value 
of itssstock. @ adj. exceeding what is 
needed or used. [from medieval Latin 
suprerples| 
surprise e 7. l'an unexpected or 
astonishing event or circumstance. 
2 the emotion caused by this. 3 the act 
of catching a person etc, unawares, or 
the precess of being caught unawares. 
4 (atlib.) unexpected (a surprise visit). 
e@ wf 1 affect with surprise; turn out 
contrary to the expectations of ( your 
answer surprised me). 2 (usu. in passwe; fol. 
by at) shock (J am surprised at you). 
3 capture or attack by surprise. 4 come 
upon (a persons unawares (surprised him napping,. 
3 foll. by info) startle (a person) by surprise into an 
action etc. (suprised them into consenting). 0 take by 
surprise affect with surprise, esp. by an un- 
expected encounter or statement. [from Middle 
French surprise ‘a taking unawares’] O surprisedly 
adv. Surprising adj. surprisingly ad:. surpris- 
ingness 1. : 
surreal adj. 1 having the qualities of surrealism. 
2 strange, bizarre. O surreality n. surreally ad: 
surrealism 7.» a 2X)th-c. movement in art and 
literature aiming at expressing the subconscious 
mind, e.g by the irrational juxtaposition of images. 
[from French surréalisme] a surrealist n. © adj. 
surrealistic adj. surrealistically ad:. 
surrender e 7, 1 /, hand over; relinquish possession 
of, give into another’s power or control. 2 intr, 
a accept an enemy s demand for submission. b give 
onesclf up: submit. 3 int, G reff. (foll. by to) give 
oneself over to a habit, emotion, etc. 4 # give up 
rights under (a life-insurance policy) in return for 
a smaller sum received umecdiately. @ x. the act or 
an mstance of surrendering. [from Old French su- 
rendre] 


Suricata suricatta. 


paper 
a clip 


surrender value 7. the amount payable to a 
person who surrenders a life-insurance policy. 

surreptitious ad). 1 covert: kept secret. 2 done 
by stealth: clandestine. [from Latin surrepticius 


oe 


surrey 


SURREALISM 


Surrealism was influenced by the ideas of 

Freud, and sought to express the imagination 
as shown in dreams, unshackled by reason or 
convention. This idea was given literary voice 
almost exclusively in France, by writers such 


as Jean Cocteau. In art, the movement spread 
throughout Europe. Artists such as Salvador 
Dali used disturbing, dream-hke symbols. 
Others, such as Max Ernst, juxtaposed incon- 
gruous images, depicted in a realistic style. 


+) 


‘fraudulently obtained’] 0 surreptitiously ad: 
surreptitiousness / 
surrey 2. (//.-eys) US a light four-wheeled carriage 
with two 
made in Surrey in England| 


seats facing forwards. [from Surrey 


surrogate 7. 1 a substitute, csp. for a person in a 
specific role or office. 2 Bril. a deputy, esp. of a 
bishop in granting marriage licences. {from Latin 
surrogatus ‘elected as a substitute’] G surrogacy 7.’ 
surrogateship 7 

iking on the role 

a child on behalf 


surrogate mother 7. 1 a person 
of mother. 2 a woman who bears 
of another woman, cither from her own egg fertil 
other woman’s partner, or from thr 
implantation in her womb of a fertlhzed egg trom 


ized by the 


the other woman. 

1 come or be all round: encircle 
vive, toll. by 6) ith) have on all 
a a border or edging, esp. an area 


surround e °:/) 

2 (in p 
sides. @ 7. 1 Bri 
between the walls and carpet of a room. b a floo1 
covering for this. 2 an area or substance 
ing something. {Micldle English in sens¢ 
flow’: from Late Latin superundare| 0 surrounding 
adj. 

surroundings 7.//. the things in the neighbour- 


enclos 


surround- 
lo over- 


hood of, or the conditions aflecting, a person or 
thing 

surtax e 7. 1 an additional tax on something 
already taxed. 2 a higher rate of tax levied on 


‘rtaim level. @ 
on. [from French surtane| 


incomes above a ¢ ly; impose a surtax 


surtitle sp. 1 each of a 
captions projected above the 
text being sung 


opera juence ol 


tage, translating the 


surveillance r-vay-lauss/ n. close observation 


esp of ; suspected person, [French| 


survey ® st-vay/ J take or present a general 


LIMELINE 
= 2 


1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 


2 examine the condition of ja building 
etc.), esp. on behalf of a prospective buyer. 3 deter- 
mine the boundaries, ownership, ete., of 


etc.). @ 2, /ser-vay/ 1 a general view or ¢ 


V ik w of. 


1 district 
mnsicer- 
ation of something. 2 a the act of surveying prop 
erty. b the result or findings of this. 3 an inspection 
or investigation. 4 a map or plan made by survey- 
ing an area. [from medieval Latin superz idée| 


surveyor ”. 1 a person who surveys land and build- 


ings esp. professionally 2 a person who carries oul 
Surveys 

survival 7. 1 the process or an mstance of surviv- 
nee @ relic, 93 ithe praciice oi PINE with 


harsh conditions. as a leisure 
acuyity or 
Osurvival of the fittest the 


result. of 


training exercise 
process 01 natural 
selection. 

survivalism }) 
trying to 


1 a policy of 
ensure one OW?) 
survival or that of one’s social 
or national group. 2 the prac- 
{isin DI 


skills as a 


ysutdoor survival 


Spe rt yw hobby 
Osurvivalist 7. & ad). 
survival kit 7 


rations ete., csp. a 


emergency 
carried by 


servicemen. 

survive L intr 
live or exist. 2 &@ live or exist 
longer than. 3 @& remain aliy 
continue tO exist m 
spite of danger, accident 
etc.). [from Latin superciere| 
Oo survivable adj. (in sense 3 


onunue to 


after. or 


suss 


susceptibility 1. (//. -ies) 1 the state of being 
susceptible. 2 (in p/.) a person’s sensitive feelings. 
susceptible «dj. 1 impressionable, sensitive; easily 
moved by emotion. 2 ( predic.) a (foll. by fo) liable o1 
vulnerable to (susceptible to pain). b (foll. by of ) admit- 
ting of (facts not susceptible of proof). |from Late 
Latin susceptibilis| Q sus- 
ceptibly adi 
sushi 7. » a Japanese dish 
m which various ingredi- 
ents such as raw’ fish 
are added to vinegar- 
flavoured cold rice 
and formed into 
balls or rolls. | Jap- 
anese| 


red ginger, cucumber 


\ 
i ree 
seaweed —| 


suspect @ vf, /sis- 
pekt/ 1 have an 
impression of the 
existence or pres- 
ence of. 2 (foll. by fo 
be\ belheve tentative- 


y, without : clear ! raw fish \ raw fish 
grounds 3 (foll. by 

that + clause) be in- 
clined to think, 4 olten 
oll. by of) be inclined to accuse mentally (suspect 
him of complicity). 5 doubt the genuineness or truth 
of. en. /sus-pekt/ a suspected person. @ adj. /sus- 
pekt/ subject to or deserving suspicion or distrust 


SUSHI 


from Latin saspectus ‘suspected’] 

suspend »/; 1 hang up. 2 keep imopcrative or 
undecided for a time; defer. 3 debar temporarily 
from a function, office, from attending school, et« 
4 (as suspended adj.) (of solid particles or a body 
in a fluid medium) sustained somewhere 
top and bottom. [from Latin suspendere| 


between 


suspended animation 7. a temporary cessation 
of the vital functions without death. 

suspended sentence 7. a judicial sentence lett 
uncnforced subject to good behaviour during a 
specified period. 

suspender 7. 1 Ari. an attachment to hold up a 
stocking or sock by its top. 2 (in pl.) \. Amen 
of braces. 


a pal 


suspender belt 7. a woman’ 


consisting of a belt and suspenders 


undergarment 


suspense 7. a state of uncertaintv 01 

expectation. O keep in suspense delay informing 

1 person) of urgent information. [based on Latin 
suspended} 6 suspenseful adj. 


MXtous 


sUsPensu 
suspension 7. 1 the act of suspending or the 
condition of being suspended. 2 the means by 
which a vehicle is supported on its axles. ¢ \R, 
orr-RoAD. 3 a substance consisting of particles 
suspended in a medium. [from Latin suspenszo] 
suspension bridge 7. < 
a bridge with a roadway sus- 
pended from cables supported 


by structures at each end 
C pBRIDGI 
suspicion 7. 1 the feeling o1 
thought of a person who sus 
pects 2 the act or an instance 
of suspectin the state ol 
being suspected. 3 (full. by of ) 
a slight trace of. 0 above 
suspicion too obviously good 
etc. to be suspected. under 
suspicion suspected [from 


medieval Latin | 


suspicious adj. 1 prone to o1 
fc ( ling SUSP1C 10On 2 Wn lic Alls 
SUS| 1K m i 
3 inviting suspicion (@ susf 
lack J suspiciously 


Suspiciousnes 


suss also sus) bri/ a) 
survivor 7. a person who aS aie, a sussed, sussing 1 suspect ol 
survives or has survived SUSPENSION BRIDGE: crime. 2 1 ik 
sus va of MackInaAt BRIDGE. USA ain 1 ins b 


S 


sustain 


out; grasp (had the market sussed). @ n. La 
suspect. 2 a suspicion; suspicious behav- 
iour. 0 on suss on suspicion (of having 
committed a crime). [abbreviauon| 

sustain 2/7, 1 support, bear the weight of, 
esp. for a long period. 2 encourage, 
support. 3 (of food) give nourishment to. 
4 endure, stand. 5 undergo or suffer 
(defeat ete.). 6 (of a court etc.) uphold (an 
objection etc.). 7 substantiate (a statement 
or charge). 8 maintain or keep (a sound, 
effort, etc.) going continuously. [from 
Latin sustinére ‘to hold from beneath’| 
O sustainedly adv. sustainer 1. 
sustainment //. 


sustainable adj. 1 Ecol. (esp. of development) 
which conserves an ecological balance by 
avoiding depletion of natural resources. 2 that can 
be sustained. 0 sustainably adv. Evol. sustain- 
ability n. Evol. 

sustenance 7. 1 nourishment, food. 2 a means of 
support. [from Old French so(u)stenance| 

sutler 7. hist. a person following an army and selling 
provisions etc. to the soldiers. [from obsolete Dutch 
soeteler| 

Sutra /soo-tra/ 7. 1 an aphorism or set of aphor- 
isms in Hindu literature. 2 a narrative part of 
Buddhist literature. 3 Jaimist scripture. [from 
Sanskrit svra ‘thread, rule’] 

suttee 7. (also sati pronunc. same) (pl. suttees o1 
satis; 1 the former Hindu practice of a widow 
immolating herself on her husband’s funeral pyre. 
2 a widow who underwent this. [from Sanskrit sai 
‘faithful wife’] 

suture /soo-cher/ e 7. 1 Surgery a the joining of the 
edges of a wound or incision by stitching. b the 
threacl or wire usedl for this. 2 ¥ the seamlike junction 
of two bones, esp. m the skull. @ x/x Surgery sutch up 
with a suture. [French] 0 sutural adj. sutured ad). 


coronal 


oe _ SUlUTE 
parietal : 
bone . frontal 


bone 


é 


lambdoid 


suture 


SUDURE? SKULL ONSEN LAN Ee Eth 
SHOWING SUELRES 


suzerain 7. 1 /is/. a feudal overlord. 2a 

sovereign or state havimg some control] 
another state that is internally 
autonomous. [French] G suzerainty 7. 


Over 


svelte ad. slender, lissom, graceful. {from 
Ttahan yzelto| 

Svengali /sven-gah-li/ n. (//. Svengalis) a 
person who exercises a controlling, often sinister, 
influence on another, [a character in George Du 
Maurier’s 7ii/by (1894)| 

SW abbr 1 south-west. 

swab also swob:e7. 1 a mop or other absorbent 
device for cleaning or moppmg up. 2 a an 
absorbent pad used in surgery or for applying 
medication, b a specimen of a possibly morbid 
secretion taken with a swal) for examination. 
@ 7.4. (swabbed, swabbing) 1 clean with a swab. 
2 sfoll. by up, absorb (moisture) with a swab. [from 
early modern Dutch zeabber*a mop’ | 

swaddle /swod-é]/ :./) 
garments or bandages ete 


2 south-western. 


Wwathe (esp. an infant) in 
[Micldle English. based 

on swat] 

narrow bandages 

child to 


swaddling-clothes 11./)/./i\/ 
formerly wrapped round a 
restrain is Movements and quicten it 


newborn 


im XN 


\ ; \ mimosa 
dill 


yellore 


pepper — 


rosemary 


TOS€ 
leaves 


SWAG OF FLOWERS, FOLIAGE, 
AND FRUIT 


swag en. 1 slanga the booty carried off by burglars 


etc. b illicit gains. 2 A an ornamental festoon of 


flowers, fruit, drapery, etc, 3 Austral. & NZ a trav- 
eller’s or miner’s bundle. @ 7. (swagged. swag- 
ging) 1 i: arrange {a curtain etc.) in swags. 2 intr. 
a hang heavily, b sway from side to side. 3 tr cause 
to sway or sag, [Middle English] 

swagger e@ winix 1 walk arrogantly or self- 
importantly. 2 behave arrogantly; be domineering. 
e 7. 1 a swaggering gait or manner. 2 swaggering 


behaviour. 3 a dashing or confident air or way of 


domg something. 4 Bri. smartness. O swaggerer n. 
swaggeringly adi. 

swagger stick 7. a short cane carried by a military 
officer. 

swagman 7. (//. -men) Austral. & NZ a tramp 
carrying a swag (see swac 7. 3). 

Swahili e 7. (//. same) 1 a member of a Bantu- 
speaking people of Zanzibar and adjacent coasts. 
2 their language, used widely as a lingua franca in 
E. Africa. @ adj. of or relating to the Swahili or their 
language. [from Arabic saz@hil ‘coasts’ | 

swain 7. 1 archaw a country youth, 2 poel. a young 
lover or suitor. [from Old Norse sveinn ‘lad’] 

swallow! e w 1 & cause or allow (food etc.) to pass 
down the throat. 2 mm pertorm the muscular 
movement of the oesophagus required to do this. 
3 mm accept meekly or crecdulously. 4 é resist the 
expression of (swallow one’s pride). 3 tr articulate 


(words etc.) mclistinetly. 6 #. (often foll. by up) engulf 


or absorb; exhaust. @ 7, 1 the act of swallowing, 
2 an amount swallowed in one action. [Old 
English] 
swallow® n. any of various migratory switt-flying 
msect-eating birds of the family Hirundinidac. 
with a forked tail and long pointed wings. > prsstr- 
mt. {Old English] 
swallow-dive n. Bri. a dive 
outspread until close to the water. 
swallowtail ». 1 4 
deeply forked tail. 
2 anything resem- 
bling this shape. 3 < 
any butterfly of the 
family Papilionidae with 
wings extended at the back 
to this shape. > 
LAR\ \. O swallow-tailed ad). 
swam pas! ol swim. 


with the arms 


BLE TIE RITY. 


swami 1. (//, swamis) a 
Hindu male religious teach- 
er. {from Hindi szeami *mas- 
ter, prince’ | 


SWALLOWTAIL: 


GLANT SWALLOW LAT 


nlio cresp >) : 
Papilio cresphonte swamp e@ 7. 4 piece of water- 


logged ground; a bog oi 
marsh. @ 7. la @& overwhelm. Hood. or soak with 
water. b intr. become swamped, 2 t, overwhelm o1 
make invisible etc. with an excess or large arnount 
of something. [17th-century coinage| O swampy 
adj. (swampier, Swampiest; 
swampland ». land consisting of swamps 
swan e 7. a large usu. white waterbird of the genus 
Crgnus etc., having a long flexible neck and webbed 
lect. & WiILkIOW!. @ 7u/ (Swanned, swanning, 


swat 


(usu. foll. by about, off, etc.) Brit. collog. 
move or go aimlessly or casually or with 
a superior air. Swan of Avon literary 
Shakespeare. [Old English] 
swank collog. @ ns ostentation, swagger, 
bluff. @ wzztz behave with swank; show off. 
© adj. esp. US ostentatiously smart or showy. 
[19th-century coinage] 0 swanky ad). 
(swankier, swankiest). swankily ad», 
swankpot 1. Brit. collog. a person behaving 
with swank. 
swan-neck 7. a curved structure shaped 
like a swan’s neck. 
swannery 2. (pi. -ies) a place where 
swans are bred. 
swansdown 7. 1 the fine down of a swan, 
used esp. in powder puffs. 2 a kind of thick cotton 
cloth with a soft nap on one side. 
swansong 7. 1 a person’s last work or act before 
death or retirement etc. 2 a song like that fabled to 
be sung by a dying swan. 
swan-upping 7. Bri. the annual taking up and 
marking of Thames swans. 
swap (also swop) @ utr, & intr. (swapped, swap- 
ping) exchange or barter (one thing for another). 
e7. 1 an act of swapping. 2 a thing swapped or 
for swapping. [Middle English in sense ‘to hit’ 
0 Swapper 2. 
swap meet 7. esp. NV. Amer. 1 a gathering at which 
enthusiasts or collectors trade or exchange items. 
2 a flea market. 
Swapo abb7, South-West Africa People’s Organiza- 
lion, 
sward 7. esp. lilerary 1 an expanse of short grass. 
2 turf. [Old English szeard ‘skin’] 0 swarded ad). 
swarf 7. 1 fine chips or filings of stone, metal, etc. 
2 wax etc. removed in cuttmg a gramophone 
record. {from Old Norse svarf file-dust’]} 
swarm 'e 7. 1 aclusttr of bees leaving the hive with 
a queen to establish a new colony. 2 a large number 
of insects or birds moving in a cluster. 3 a large 
group of people, esp. moving over or filling a large 
area. 4 (in pl; foll. by of ) great numbers. @ w.int. 
1 move in or form a swarm. 2 (foll. by with) (of a 
place) be overrun, crowded, or infested, [Old 
English] « 
swarm? ».in/r. (foll. by up) & fr climb (a rope or tree 
etc.), esp. in a rush, by clasping or clinging with the 
hands and knees ete. [1 6th-century coinage] 
swarthy ad). (swarthier, swarthiest) clark, dark- 
complexioned. [variant of obsolete szearty] 0 swar- 
thily adv. swarthiness 1. 
swash e @. 1 inir. (of water etc.) wash about; make 
the sound of washing or rising and falling. 2 ¢, 
archav strike violently, 3. inlr, archaic swagger. @ 7. the 
motion or sound of swashing water. 
swashbuckler 7. 1 a swaggering adventurer or 
blustering ruffian. 2 a film, book, ete. portraying 
swashbuckling characters. 0 swashbuckling ad). 
Sn. 
swash-plate ». an inclined 
disc revolving on an axle and 
giving reciprocating motion 
to a part in contact with 1. 
swastika 7. 1 ® an ancient 
symbol formed ly an equal- 
armed cross with each arm 
conunued at a right angle 
2 pm this with clockwise 
continuations as the symbol 
of Nazi Germany. [from 
Sanskrit. based on szast 
‘well-leing’| 


SWASTIKA (1) 


swat @ «/; \swatted. swat- 
ting) 1 crush (a fly etc.) with 
a sharp blow. 2 hit hard and 
abruptly. @ 7. a swatting blow, 
joriginally in sense ‘to. sit 
down: northern English dia- 


lect & US variant of sotar] SWASTIKA (2) 


: 
: 


swatch 


swift 


swatch 7. 1 < a 
sample, esp. of 
cloth or fabric. 
2 a collection 
of samples. {1 6th- 
century coinage| 
swath /swawth/ 7. 
(also swathe) ( p/. swaths 
or swathes) 1 a midge of 
grass or corn etc. lying after 
being cut. 2 a space left clear 
after the passage of a mower 
etc. 3a broad strip. [Old English] 
swathe e v./7, bind or enclose in bandages or garments 
etc. @ 7. a bandage or wrapping, [Old English] 


swatter 7. an implement for swatting flies. 


sway ev. 1 intr. @ iz lean or cause to lean unsteadily 
in different directions alternately. 2 intr. oscillate 
irregularly; waver. 3 ¢ a control the motion or 
direction of. b have influence or rule over. @ 2. 
1 rule, influence, or government. 2 a swaying 
motion or position. [Middle English] 

swear 1. ( past swore; past part. sworn) 1 iz a (often 
foll. by fo + infin. or that + clause) state or promise 
solemnly or on oath. b take (an oath). 2 ¢r collog. say 
emphatically; insist. 3 é; cause to take an oath (swore 
them to secrecy). 4 intr. (often foll. by at) use profane or 
indecent language. 5 @ (often foll. by agaist) make a 
sworn affirmation of (swear treason against). 6 inir. (foll. 
by by) a appeal to as a witness in taking an oath (sweat 
by Almighty God). b collog. have or express great confi- 
dence in (swears by yoga). 7 intr. (foll. by fo; usu. in neg) 
admit the certainty of (could nol swear to it). OQ swear 
blind Brit. collog. affirm emphatically. swear in 
induct into office etc. by administering an oath. 
swear off collog. promise to abstain from (drink 
etc.). [Old English, related to .wswik] O Swearer n. 

swear word 7. a profane or indecent word, esp. 
uttered as an expletive. 

sweat e 7. 1 moisture exuded through the pores of 
the skin, esp. from heat or nervousness. 2 a state or 
period of sweating, 3 collog. a state of anxiety (in a 
sweat about it). 4 collog. a drudgery, effort. b a labori- 
ous task or undertaking. 5 condensed moisture on a 
surface. @ v. (past and past part. sweated or US 
sweat) I ini, exude sweat; perspire. 2 intr be terri- 
fied, suffermg, etc. 3 intr (of a wall etc.) exhibit 
surface moisture. 4 itr, drudge, toil. 5 a intr & tr. 
exude or cause to exude or condense moisture in 
the form of drops on a surface, esp. as part of a 


SWATCHES 
OF WOVEN FABRIC 


manufacturing process. b f heat (meat or vege-, 


tables) slowly in fat or water to extract the Juices. 6 tf 
emit (blood, gum, etc.) like sweat. 7 tx make (a horse. 
athlete, etc.) sweat by exercise. 8 ¢ (as sweated adj.) 
(of goods, workers, or labour) produced by or 
subjected to long hours under poor conditions. 0 by 
the sweat of one’s brow by one’s own hard work. 
no sweat collog. there is no need to worry. sweat 
blood collog. 1 work strenuously. 2 be extremely 
anxious. sweat it out co/log. endure a difficult ex- 
perience to the end. [Old English] 

sweatband 1. a band of absorbent material inside 
a hat or round a wrist etc. to soak up sweat. 

sweater 71. = PULLOVER. 

sweat gland ». a spiral tubular gland below the 
skin secreting sweal. & 1AiR, SKIN 

sweatpants 7.//. loose thick esp. cotton trousers 
with an elasticated or drawstring waist, worn for 
sports or leisurewear. 

sweatshirt 7. a loose long-sleeved thick esp. cotton 
sweater, fleecy on the inside. 

sweatshop 7. a workshop where sweated labour is 
used. 

sweat sock 7. .N. dimer. a thick absorbent calf-length 
sock worn with trainers, 

sweatsuit 7. a suit of a sweatshirt and sweatpants, 
as worn by athletes etc. 

sweaty adj. (sweatier, sweatiest) 1 sweating; 
covered with sweat. 2 causing sweat. 0 sweatily 
adv. sweatiness n. 


Swede n. 1 a a native or national of Sweden. b a 
person of Swedish descent. 2 (swede) (in full 
swede turnip) Brit. a a cruciferous plant, Brassica 
napus, with a large yellow-fleshed root, originally 
from Sweden. b this root as a vegetable. [from 
Middle Dutch Swede] 


Swedish e adj. of or relating to Sweden or its 
people or language. @ n. the language of Sweden. 

sweep e v. (past and past part. swept) 1 tr clean or 
clear (a room or area etc.) with or as with a broom. 
2 intr (often foll. by up) clean a room etc. in this way. 
3 tx (often foll. by up) collect or remove (dirt etc.) by 
sweeping. 4 ¢ (foll. by aszde, away, etc.) a push with 
or as with a broom. b dismiss or reject abruptly. 5. &: 
(foll. by along, down, etc.) carry or drive along with 
force. 6 f (foll. by off; away, etc.) remove or clear 
forcefully. 7 @ traverse swiftly or lightly. 8 /@ impart 
a sweeping motion to. 9 ¢&% swiftly cover or affect 
( fear swept the country). 10 intr. a glide swiftly; speed 
along. b go majestically. @ x. 1 the act or motion or 
an instance of sweeping. 2 a curve in the road, a 
sweeping line of a hill, etc, 3 range or scope 
(beyond the sweep of the human mind). 4= 
CHIMNEY SWEEP. 3 a sortie by aircraft. 
6 collog. = swerrstaxt 1, 2, 0 make a 
clean sweep of 1 completely abol- 
ish or expel. 2 win ail the prizes 
etc. in (a competition etc.). 
sweep away 1 abolish 
swiftly. 2 (usu. in passive) 
powerfully affect, esp. 
emotionally. sweep the 
board win all the money or 
possible prizes etc. sweep under 
the carpet see carr’. [Old English 
swapan “to sweep | 

sweeper 7. I a person who cleans by 
sweeping. 2 a device for sweeping 
carpets etc. 3 Football a defensive player 
usu. playing behind the other defenders 
across the width of the field. 


sweeping e ad. 1 wide in range or 
effect (sweeping changes). 2 taking no 
account of particular cases or excep- 
uions (a sweeping statement). @ n. (in pl.) 
dirt etc. collected by sweepmg. 

sweepstake 7. 1 a form of gambling on horse | 
races etc, in which all competitors’ stakes are paid 
to the winners. 2 a race with betting of this kind, 
3 a prize or prizes won in a sweepstake. 

sweet e ad. 1 having a taste like that of sugar. 
2 smelling pleasant like roses or perfume etc.; 
fragrant. 3 (of sound etc.) melodious or harmo- 
nious. 4 a not salt, sour, or bitter, b fresh, with 
flavour unimpaired by rottenness. ¢ (of water) fresh 
and readily drinkable. 5 highly gratifying or attract- 
ive. 6 amiable, pleasant (has @ sweet nature). 7 collog. (ot 
a person or thing) pretty, charming, endearing. 
8 (foll. by on) collog. tond of; in love with. @ n. 1 Bri. 
a small shaped piece of confectionery usu, made 
with sugar or sweet chocolate. 2 Brit. a sweet dish 
forming a course of a meal. [Old English] o sweet- 
ish adj. sweetly adv. sweetness n, 

sweet and sour aifrib.adj. cooked in a sauce 
containing sugar and vinegar or lemon etc. 

sweet basil see nasil. 

sweetbread 7. the pancreas or thymus of an 
aumal, esp. as food. 

sweet chestnut 7. = ciisrsi nla, 2. 

sweet cicely 1. a white-flowered aromatic umbel- 
liferous plant, Vyrrhis odorata. 

sweetcorn 7. 1 a kind of maize with kernels haying 
a high sugar content. 2 these kernels, eaten as a 
vegetable when young. 

sweeten ¢. 1 #7, & ini, make or become sweet or 
sweeter. 2 f. make agreeable or less painful. 
o sweeten the pill see ri. GO sweetening n. 

sweetener 7, 1 a substance used to sweeten food on 
drink. 2 collog. a bribe or mducement. 

sweet fennel sce rinnui. 3. 


SWEET POTATO 
(L[pomoea batatas) 


sweetheart 7. 1 a lover or darling. 2 a term of 
endearment. 

sweetheart agreement 7. (also sweetheart 
contract or deal) collog. an industrial agreement 
reached privately by employers and trade unions in 
their own interests. 

sweetie 7. collog. 1 Brit. a sweet. 
2 (also sweetie-pie) a term of 
endearment. 

sweetmeal 7. Bri. sweetened 
wholemeal. 

sweetmeat 7. archaic 1 a sweet (see 
sweer n. 1). 2 a small fancy cake. 

sweet pea 7. ® any climbing 
plant of the genus Lathyrus, esp. 
L. odoratus with fragrant flowers in 
many colours. 

sweet Pepper %  J2qiPeRPe Swean PEA 
(capsicum) with a relatively mild (Lathyrus 
Taste odoratus) 

sweet potato 7. 1 < a tropical 

climbing plant, Jpomoea batatas, with sweet tuberous 

roots used for food. 2 the root of this. 

sweet rocket see rocker? 2. 

sweetshop 7. Brij. a shop 
selling sweets as its main 
item. 

sweet talk collog. @ n. flattery, 
blandishment. @ uiz (sweet- 

talk) flatter in order to persuade. 

sweet-tempered ad). amiable. 

sweet tooth 2. a liking for sweet-tasting 
things. 
sweet violet 7. a sweet-scented violet, 
Viola odorata. 

sweet william 7, a garden pink, Dianthus 

barbatus, with clusters of vivid fragrant flowers. 

swell e@ 1 (fasi part. swollen or swelled) 
1 int, © tx grow or cause to grow bigger or 
louder or more intense. 2 ini. (often foll. by up) 
& tr rise or raise up from the surrounding 
surface. 3 intr (foll. by out) bulge. 4 mér (of the 
heart) feel full of joy, pride, relief, ete. 5 mer (fol. 
by wh) be hardly able to restrain (pride ete.). 
en. 1 anact or the state of swelling. 2 the heay- 
ing of the sea with waves that do not break. 3 aa 
crescendo. b a mechanism in an organ etc. for 
obtaiming a crescendo or diminuendo. © ORGAN. 
4 archaic collog. a dandy. @ adj. 1 esp. .N. Amer. collog. 
fine, splendid, excellent. 2 archaic collog, smart, fash- 
ionable. [Old English] 

swelled head 7. (also swollen head) collog. conceit. 

swelling 7. an abnormal protuberance on or in the 
body. 

swelter e vintr. be uncomfortably hot. @ x. a swel- 
tering atmosphere or condition. [Old English 
swellan ‘to perish’] 0 swelteringly adv. 

swept /asi and past part. of swrrv. 

swept-back adj. (of an aircraft wing) fixed at an 
acute angle to the fuselage, inclining outwards 
towards the rear. 

swept-wing adj. (of an aircraft) having swept-back 
wings. 


tuberous 
rool 


swerve e wini, G tr. change or cause to change 
direction, esp. abruptly. @ 7. 1 a swerving move- 
ment. 2 divergence from a course. [Old English 
sweorfan ‘to depart. leave’] 

SWG abby. standard wire gauge. 

swift e@ ad. 1 quick, rapid; soon coming or passing. 
2 speedy, prompt (suff to 
act). @ adv. (archaic except 
in comb.) swiftly (sev/l- 
moving). @ n. B® any swilt- 
flying insect-eating bird 
of the family Apodidae. 
with long wings and a 
superficial resemblance 
to a swallow. [Old Eng- 
lish] 0 swiftly adz. 
swiftness 1. 


SWIFT: 
COMMON SWIPT 


lps apus) 


swig 


swig collog.e vic & intr. swigged, swigging) drink 


in large draughts. @ 7. a large draught or swallow of 


drink. {16th-century coinage, originally in sense 
‘liquor’| O swigger n. 

swill ev. 1 ¢ (often foll. by out) Brit. rinse or flush: 
pour water over or through. 2 @ & intr. drink greed- 
ily. @ 7. 1 Brit, an act of rinsing. 2 mainly liquid usu. 
kitchen refuse as pig-food. 3 inferior liquor. [Old 
English] 0 swiller n. 

swim @ vw. (Swimming: /as! swam; pas! part. 
swum) 1 jn/z, propel the body through water by 
working the arms and legs, or \of a fish ete.) the fins 
and tail. 2 # a traverse by swimming. b compete in 
(a race) by swimming. c use (a particular stroke) in 
swimming. 3 intr float on or at the surface of a 
liquid. 4 wir appear to undulate or reel or whirl. 
5 intr, have a dizzy effect or sensation. 6 (nfr \foll. by 
in, with) be flooded. @ x. 1 a spell or the act of swim- 
ming, 2 a deep pool frequented by fish in a river. 
oO in the swim involved in or acquainted with 
what is going on, [Old English] o swimmable «ad. 
swimmer 7 


a Usage The use of sewn instead of seeam for the 
past tense, as in He swum for the shore, is non- 
standard. 


swim-bladder 7. a gas-filled sac in fishes used to 
maintain buoyancy. > rist 

swimming bath 7. Bri. a swimming pool. esp. a 
public indoor one. 

swimming costume 1). 57i/. a garment worn for 
swimming. 

swimmingly ad. with easy and unobstructed 
progress. 

swimming pool 7. an artificial indoor or outdoor 
pool for swimming. 

swimming trunks see reo 6. 

swimsuit 7. a one-piece swimming costume worn 
by women. 0 swimsuited ad). 

swimwear 7. clothing worn for swimming. 

swindle e 7:/r (often foll. by out of ) 1 cheat (a person) 
of money, possessions, etc. 2 cheat a person of 
money etc.) {szemdled his savings out of him). ea. 1 an 
act of swindling, 2 a person or thing represented as 
what it is not. 3 a fraudulent scheme. [based on 
German Schindler ‘extravagant maker of schemes, 
swindler] & swindler 7. 


swine 77. { //. same) 1 formal or L'a pig, 2 ( pl. swine 
or swines) collog. a a term of contempt or disgust 
for a person. b a very unpleasant 
or difficult thing, [Old English] 
0 swinish adj. (esp. in sense 2), 
swinishly a/:. swinishness /. 
swine fever 7. an intestinal 
viral clisease of pigs. 
swine vesicular disease 7. an 
infectious viral disease of pigs 
causing mild fever and blisters 
around the mouth and fect, 
swing @ j. | fas/ and pas! part. swung) 
1 ini, S & move or cause to move 
with a to-and-fro or curving 
motion, as of an object attached 

at one end and hanging tree at the 
other. 2 it. @ tr a sway. b hang so 
as to be free to sway. e oscillate or 
cause to oscillate. 3 mt. & ft. revolve 
or cause to revolve. 4 ifn move by 
gripping something ancl leaping ete. 
while hanging from the 
eripped. 5 inf, go with a swinging 
eait. 6 mb: (loll, by round) move 
round to the opposite direction. 
7 inte chang 
mood. 8 wiz, (toll. by af) attempt to hit 01 
punch. 9 a mb. \also swing it) play musi 
with swing, b #. play (a (ine or passage with 
swing, ¢ wf ol music) be played with 
swing, 100 al: collog. a le lively or wp to 
date: enjoy oneself. b be promiscuous. 

LL int. collog. ola party cte 


object 


one’s opinion or 


be lively etc 


840 


SWISS CHEESE PLANT 
Monster 


12 # have a decisive influence on (esp. voting etc.). 
13 #. collog. deal with or achieve; manage, 14 mui: 
collog. be executed by hanging. @ 7. 1 the act or an 
instance of swinging, 2 the motion of swinging. 3 the 
extent of swinging. 4 a swinging or smooth gait or 
rhythm or action. 5 aa seat slung by ropes or chains 
cte. for swinging on or in. b a spell of swinging 
on this. 6 an easy but vigorous continued action. 
7 a jazz or dance music with an easy flowing but 


vigorous rhythm. b the rhythmic feeling or.drive of 


this mustc. 8 a discernible change in opinion, esp. as 
shown by voting. a swing the lead Brit. collog. 
malinger; shirk one’s duty. swings and round- 
abouts Bri. a situation affording no eventual gain 
or loss. [Old English szezgan ‘to beat’] 0 swinger 2. 
(esp. in sense 10 of 2). 

swingbin x, a plastic rubbish bin with a lid that 
swings open and shut. 

swingboat 1. esp. Bri. a boat-shaped swing at fairs. 

swing bowler 7. Cricket a bowler who swings the 
ball. a swing bowling ». 

swing-bridge 2. a bridge that can be swung to one 
side to allow the passage of ships. 

swing-door 7. Bri. a door able to open in either 
direction and close itself when released. 

swingeing «a/j. csp. Bri. 1 (of a blow) forcible. 
2 huge or far-reaching, esp. in severity. [from 
archaic szvige ‘to strike hard’] O swingeingly adr. 

swinging adj. 1 (of gait, melody, etc.) vigorously 
rhythinical. 2 collog. a lively; up to date. b promis- 
cuous. GO swingingly ade. 

swing-wing /), an aircraft wing that can moye from 
a right-angled to a swept-back position, 

swipe collog. ev. 1 tr & (often foll. by a/) mtr. hit 
hard and recklessly with a sweeping motion, 2 /7 
steal. 3 fx pass (a swipe card) over the clectronic 
device that reads it. @ 2. an act of swiping, esp. a 
reckless hard hit or attempted hit. 0 swiper w. 


swipe card 1. a credit card evc. on which magnet- 
ically encoded information is stored to be read by 
an clectronic device. 

swirl e @: if S ty. move or flow or carry along with 
a whirling motion. @ 7. La swirling motion of or in 
water, air, etc, 2 the act of swirling. 3a twist or curl, 
esp. as part of a pattern or design. [Middle English, 
origmally Scots] & swirly ad). 

swish e ¢. 1 /, swing (a scythe or stick etc.) audibly 
through the air, grass, etc. 2 int. move with or make 
aswishing sound. 3 é (toll. by offi cut ta flower ete. 
im this way. @ 2. a swishing action or sound. @ ad). 
Brit. collog. smart, fashionahte. 

swishy ad). 1 making a swishing sound. 

« 2 slang effeminate. 


Swiss e adj. of or relating to 
Switzerland in western Europe or 
its people, @ 7, | pl. same; La 
native or national of Switz- 
erland. 2 a person of Swiss 
descent. [from Middle High 
German Sve 7] 


Swiss chard see ¢11\K0. 

Swiss cheese plant 7). <a 
chibing house plant, .Vonstera 
deliviwsa, with aerial roots and 
holes in the leaves. 

Swiss roll 1. Brit. a cylindrical 
cake with a spiral cross-section, 
made from a flat piece of 
sponge cake spread with jam 
ete. and rolled up. 

switch e 7. 1 » a device fin 
making and breaking the con- 
nection m an electric circuit. 
2 aa transter, changeover, or devi- 

ation. b an exchange. 3 a slender flex- 

ible shoot cut from a trec. 4 a light 
tapering rod. 5 US = point n. 17 
6 a tress of false or detached hati 
ticd at one end, used in hairdress- 


tdelurosa ing, 7 a a computer system which 


sword dance 


manages the transfer of funds between point-of- 
sale terminals and institutions. b (Switch prop) an 
EFTPOS system in the UK. c the transfer of funds 
by such a system. @ 2. 1 ix & absol. (foll. by on, off) 
turn (an electrical device) on Qroff. 2 int: (often foll. 
by over) change or transfer position, subject, etc. 3 /x 
(often foll. by over) change or transfer. 4 ty (often foll. 
by over) reverse the positions of; exchange. 5 & beat 
or flick with a switch, 0 switch off collog. cease to 
pay attention. switch over = senses 2, 3, 4 of the w 
[earlier szevls, swetz] O switchable adj. switcher n. 

switchback 7. 1 Brif. a railway at a fair etc., in 
which the train’s ascents are effected by the 
momentum of its previous descents. 2 (often attrib.) 
a railway or road with alternate sharp ascents and 
descents. 

switchblade 7. a pocket knife with the blade 
released by.a spring. 

switchboard 7. an apparatus for varying connec- 
tions between electric circuits, esp. m telephony. 

switched-on adj. Brit. 1 collog. up to date, aware of 
what is going on. 2 s/ang excited; under the influ- 
ence of drugs. 

switchgear 7. 1 the switching equipment used in 
the transmission of electricity. 2 the switches or 
electrical controls im a motor vehicle. 

switch-over 7. an instance of switching over; a 
changeover. 

swivel @ 7. a coupling between two parts enabling 
one to revolve without turning the other. e air @ 
intr (swivelled, swivelling: L‘S swiveled. 
swiveling) turn on or as on a swivel. [Middle 
Enelish| 

swivel chair 7. a chair with a seat able to be turned 
horizontally. 

swizz 7. (also swiz) (pl. swizzes) Brit. collog. 
1 something unfair or disappointing, 2 a swindle. 
[abbreviation of swizzis] 

swizzle 1. Brit. coNog. = 

coinage] 


swizz. [20th-century 


~ 

swizzle-stick 1. a stick used for frothing or flatten- 
ing drinks. ’ 

swob var. of sun. 4 

swollen pas! part. of swt... 

swollen head var. of swiuiirn unv. 

swoon liferary @ vit, faint; fall into a fainting-fit, 
esp. from excitement. @ 7. an occurrence of faint- 
ing. [Middle English] 

swoop @ 7. 1 iniz often foll. by dozen) descend rapidly 
like a bird of prey. 2 intr (often toll. by on) make a 
sudden attack. 3 ix (often foll. by up) collog. snatch 
the whole of at ance swoop. @ 7. a swooping or 
snatching movement or action. G at (or in) one fell 
swoop see #1. 

swoosh 7. the noise of a sudden rush of liquid, air, 
etc. 

swop var. of swe. 

sword 7. 1 ® a weapon usu. of metal with a long 
blade and hilt with a handguard. 2 (prec. by the) 
a wat, b inilitary power. 0 put to the sword kill, 
esp. 1 war. [Old English} o swordlike ad). 

sword dance ». a dance in which the performers 
brandish swords or step about swords laid on the 
ground, 

movement of laggl 
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There are two main types of sword: cutting swords, such First World War (1914-18). From the 16th to the 19th 


as a medieval knight’s two-handed sword, which have century, broad-bladed cutting swords were widely used 
| heavy blades with sharp edges; and stabbing swords, by the cavalry, especially when charging an enemy. 
' such as a rapier, which are much lighter and have a Swords are rarely used by modern military forces, 
sharp point. One of humankind’s oldest weapons, except as part of dress uniforms or in ceremonies. 
swords evolved from the dagger early in the Bronze However, fencing, which developed in the 14th 
Age, and were used in combat until as recently as the century, remains a popular sport today. ah 
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wing-like 
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swordfish 


SWORDFISH 
(Xiphias gladius) 


swordfish n. (/. usu. same) A a large marine fish, 
Niphias gladius, with an extended swordlike upper 
jaw. 
sword of Damocles 7. an imminent danger. 
{from Damokles (4th c. sc), made to feast while a 
sword hung by a hair over him| 
swordplay ». 1 fencing, 2 repartee. 
swordsman 7. (//. -men) a person of (usu. speci- 
fied) skill with a sword. G swordsmanship n. 
swordstick 7. a hollow walking stick containing a 
blade that can be used as a sword, 
swore fas! of swr ir. 
sworn /ias! part. of swear. @ adj. bound by or as by an 
oath (szeorn enemies). 
swot Bril. collog. @ v. (swotted, swotting) 1 int, 
study assiduously. 2 f (often foll. by up) study (a 
subject) hard or hurriedly. @ 1. 1 a person who 
swots. 2 hard study. [dialect variant of swiar] 
swum past part. of swim, 
swung pias! and past part. of swia. 
sybarite @ 7. a person who its self-indulgent or 
devoted to sensuous luxury. @ ad. fond of luxury or 
sensuousness. [from Greek subarités “inhabitant of 
Sybans, ancient Greek city noted for luxury] 
0 sybaritic adj. sybaritical ad. sybaritically 
adi. sybaritism 7. 
sycamore 7. 1 (in full 
sycamore maple) a 
<a large maple, 
Acer pseudoplatanus, 
with seeds in 
winged fruits. b its 
wood, 2.\. Ame, the 
plane tree or its wood. 
[trom Greek sukomoras| 


flower stalk 
| 


. seed inside 


| seed 


SYCAMORE MAPLE 
PRUTIS 
(Acer pseudoplatanus) 


sycophant ». a scrvile 
flatterer; a toacly. [from 
Greek sukophanié “mtorm- 
er] G sycophancy 7. sycophantic adj. syco- 
phantically adv. 

syllabary 7. (f/. -ies) a list of characters represent- 
ing syllables. {from modern Latin sy/labarium| 

syllabi p/. of syuivnes. 

syllabic ad). 1 of. relating to, or based on syllables. 
2 (of a symbol) representing a whole syllable. [from 
Greek sullabikos| 0 sylabically ade: 

syllable ». 1 a unit of pronunciation uttered with- 
out interruption, forming the whole or a part of a 
word and usu. having one vowel sound often with a 
consonant or consonants before or after: there are 
two syllables in cealer and three in inferno. 2 a char- 
acter or characters representing a syllable. 3 (usu. 
with neg.) the least amount of speech or writing (did 
nol ulter a syllable). {from Greek sullabe] 0 syllabled 
adj. (also in comb.). 


syllabub 7. (also sillabub,; a dessert made of 


cream or milk flavoured, sweetened, and whipped 
to thicken it. [ L6th-century coinage] 

syllabus ». | //. syllabuses or syllabi /-by/) 1 the 
programme or outline of a course of study, teach- 
ing, etc. 2 a statement of the requirements for a 
particular examination. [from a misreading, based 
on Greek sitiuba “utle-slip. tabel’| 


syllepsis /sil-ep-sis/ 7. | p/. syllepses) a figure of 


speech in which a word is applied to two others in 
diflerent senses (e.g. caught the train and a bad cold; or 
to two others of which it grammatically suits one 
only jeg. neithea they nor it is workings ich six) 
[trom Greek sailépyiy “taking together] a sylleptic 
adj. syleptically adi: 

syllogism 7. a form of reasoning in which a 
conclusion is drawn from two given or assumed 


synaesthesia 


propositions (premisses). [from Greek 

sullogismos| O syNogistic ad). 

sylph x. 1 an elemental spirit of air. 2 a 

slender graceful woman or girl. [comed by 
Paracelsus from modern Latin pl. sy/phes] 

o sylphlike ad). 
sylvan adj. (also silvan) esp. poet. 
1 a of the woods. b having woods; 

wooded. 2 rural. [based on Latin Silvanus “wood- 
land deity’} 

sylviculture var. of smvictuiurt., 

symbiont 2. an organism living in symbiosis. [from 
Greek sumbion -ountlos ‘living together’) 

symbiosis ». (//. symbioses) 1 a ¥ an interaction 
between two different organisms living in close 
physical association, usu. to the advantage of both. 
b an instance of this. 2 aa mutually advantageous 
association between persons. b an instance of this. 
[from Greek swndbidsis ‘a living together’] 0 symbi- 
otic adj. symbiotically adi. 

symbol 7. 1 a thing conventionally regarded as 
typifying, representing, or recalling something, esp. 
an idea or quality, 2 a mark or character taken as 
the conventional sign of some object, idea, func- 
tion, or process. [from Greek sumbolon ‘mark, 
token’] o symbology n. 

symbolic adj. (also symbolical) 1 of or serving as 
asymbol. 2 involving the use of symbols or symbol- 
ism. O symbolically ad. 

symbolic logic 7. the use of symbols to denote 
propositions etc. in order to assist reasoning. 

symbolism ». 1 a the use of symbols to represent 
ideas. b symbols collectively. 2 an artistic and 
poetic movement or style using symbols and in- 
direct suggestion to express ideas, emouons, etc. 
Osymbolist v7. 

symbolize i:/7: (also -ise) 1 be a symbol of. 2 repre- 
sent by means of symbols. o symbolization 7. 

symmetry 7. (//. -ies) 1 a correct proportion of 
the parts of a thing; balance, harmony. b beauty 
resulting from this. 2 a a structure that allows an 
object to be divided into parts of an equal shape 
and size. b the possession of such a structure. 
¢ approximation to such a structure. 3 the repeti- 
Gon of exactly similar parts facing each other or a 
centre. [from Latin swmmetra] O symmetric ad}. 
symmetrical ad. symmetrically ad. 


sympathetic ad. 1 of, showing, or expressing 
sympathy. 2 due to sympathy. 3 likeable or capable 
of evoking sympathy. 4 (of a person) friendly 
and cooperative. 5 (foll. by é) inclined to favour 
(sympathetic to the idea). 6 clesignating the part of the 


SYMBIOSIS 


Partnerships between pairs of species are a 
common feature of the living world. The 
great majority are either mutualistic, 
where both partners benefit, or parasitic, 
where one species (the parasite) lives at 
the expense of the other (the host). 
Commensal partnerships, where one 
species gains and the other ts 

unaffected. are rarer and more 

difficult to verily. In the partner- 

ship between a clowntish and a 

sea anemone, lor example, the 

fish gains protection, but it is 

unclear whether the anemone 

benefits. 2 


porsonous tentacles 


of sea anemone : : 

ved hy rin, 

CLOWNSISH AND SLA clown fish 
ANEMONE IN NV SYMBIOTIC 


RLEATTONSELP 


coral 


autonomic nervous system consisting of nerves 
arising from ganglia near the middle part of the 
spinal cord. > AUTONOMIC NERVOUS SYSTEM. 0 Sympa- 
thetically adu. 

sympathize winir. (also -ise)*(often foll. by with) 
1 feel or express sympathy; share a feeling or opin- 
ion. 2 agree with a sentiment or opinion. [from 
French sympatheser| 0 sympathizer n. 

sympathy 7. (//. -ies) 1 a the state of being simul- 
taneously affected with a feeling similar to that of 
another person. b the capacity for this. 2 (often foll. 
by wth) a the act of or capacity for sharing in an 
emotion, sensation, or condition of another person 
or thing. b (in sing. or p/.) compassion or commiser- 
ation; condolences, 3 (often foll. by for) a favourable 
attitude; approval. 4 (in sing. or pl; often foll. by 
with) agreement (with a person etc.) in opinion or 
desire. 5 (altrib.) in support of another cause (sym- 
pathy strike). O in sympathy (often foll. by wth) 
1 having or showing or resulting from sympathy 
(with another), 2 by way of sympathetic action 
(zeorking to rule in sympathy). {from Greek sumpathera] 

sympatric adj. Biol. occurring within the same 
geographical area (cf. aLtorsrric). [based on Greek 
patra ‘fatherlancl’| 

symphonic adj. (of music) relating to or having the 
form or character of a symphony. 

symphonic poem 1. an extended orchestral piece 
on a descriptive or rhapsodic theme. 

symphonist . a composer of symphonies. 

symphony 7. ( /)/. -ies) an elaborate composition usu. 
for full orchestra and in several movements with 
one or more in sonata form. [Middle English in 
sense ‘harmony of sound’: from Greek sumphonia} 

symphony orchestra 7. a large orchestra suitable 
for playing symphonies etc. > ORCHESTRA 

symposium 7, (//. symposia or symposiums) 
1 aa conference or meeting to discuss a particular 
subject. b a collection of essays or papers for this 
purpose, 2 a philosophical or other friendly discus- 
sion. 3 a drinking party, csp. of the ancient Greeks 
with conversation etc. after a banquet. [Latin] 

symptom ». 1 \fed. a physical or mental sign of 
clisease. 2 a sign ofsthe existence of something. 
[from Greek sumptoma ‘chance, symptom’| 

symptomatic ad. yerving as a symptom. 0 symp- 
tomatically adv. 

synaesthesia 7. ((/S synesthesia) Physiol. &. 
Psychol. the production of a sense impression relat- 
ing to one sense or part of the body by sumulation 
of another sense or part of the body, [Latin, on the 
pattern of anaesthesia] 


Sacade 


synagogue 


Covenant 


gallery halt 
: : , (inside) 


ogee shaped 
dome 


horseshoe 
arch 


nave 


(Moorish 
design) 


SYNAGOGUE: CUTAWAY VIEW OF THE CENTRAL 
SYNAGOGUE, NEW YoRK, USA 


synagogue 7. I A the building for Jewish religious 
observance and instruction. 2 the assembly itself. 
[from Greek sunagagé ‘meeting’| 0 synagogal ad). 
synagogical adj. 

synapse n. Anal. ¥ a junction of two nerve celld. 
[from Greek synapsis] 

syne (also synch) collog. @ n. synchronization. @ vf 
@ intr. synchronize. 0 in (or out of) sync (often 
foll. by with) according or agreeing well (or baclly). 

synchromesh e 7. A a system of gear-changing, 
esp. in motor vehicles, in which the driving and 
driven gearwheels are made to revolve at the same 
speed during engagement. e ad). relating to or using 
this system. [abbreviation of svachronized mesh] 

synchronic adj. describing a subject (esp. a 
language) as it exists at one point in time. [from 
Late Latn synchronus| 0 synchronically ade. 

synchronicity 7. 1 the simultaneous occurrence of 
events which appear significantly related but have 
no discernible connection, 2 = syncurony 1. 


synchronism 7. 1 = syncHRony. 2 the process of 
synchronizing sound and picture m cinematog- 
raphy, television,, etc. O synchronistic ad). 
synchronistically adv. 

synchronize %. (also -ise) I a ¢: cause to occur at 
the same time. b intr, (often foll. by wzth) occur at the 
same time, 2 fr: disp. coordinate, combine. 3 f carry 


1 SYNAPSE 


‘The function of the synapse is to 
relay messages from a neurone (nerve 
cell) to a target tissue (either another 
neurone or other tissue, such as muscle). 
| It consists of a synaptic knob, a synap- 
| tic cleft, and a target site. A stimu- 
lus received by the neurone 1s 


4 : fibve 
transmitted as an electnical impulse 
along the axon to the synaptic mall 
knob, Here, the impulse prompts PR 


| the synaptic vesicles to release 
neurotransnutters into the 
synaptic cleft. The neuro- 
transmitters then attach to 
receptor sites in the target 
tissue and relay the message. 
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SYNCHROMESH 


In a modern synchromesh gearbox, 


is driven round by the engine. The 
other spins freely on the output shaft, 
which is connected to the road 
wheels. As the driver selects a gear 
ratio, a sliding collar meshes with the 
teeth (dogs) at the side of the free- 
spinning gearwheel, which locks the 
gear to the output shaft. This gear 
then turns the output shaft, which 
propels the car. 


axon } 
terminal 


out the synchronism of (a film). 4 ¢ ascertain or set 
forth the correspondence in the date of (events). 
5 a /r. cause (clocks etc.) to show a standard or 
uniform time. b inir. (of clocks etc.) be synchron- 
ized. 6 inf, operate in unison. 0 synchronization 
n. synchronizer n. 


m Usage The use of synchronize to mean ‘coord- 
inate’ or ‘combine’ (see sense 2 above), as in He must 
synchronize our efforts, is considered incorrect by some 
people and should be avoided in standard English. 


synchronized swimming 7. 4 form of swimming 
in which participants make coordinated leg and 
arm movements in time to music. 

synchronous ad). (often foll. by wth) existing or 
occurring at the same time. [from Greek sugkhronos| 
od synchronously adv. 

synchronous motor 7. Electy, a motor having a 
speed exactly proportional to the 
frequency. 


current 


synchrony 7. 1 the state of being synchronic or 
synchronous. 2 the treatment of events etc. as 
bemg synchronous. [from Greek sugkhronos| 

syncopate 7/7, 1 Wu. displace the beats or accents 
in (a passage) so that strong beats become weak and 
vice versa. 2 shorten (a word) by dropping interior 
sounds or letters. [based on Late Latin syncopatus 
‘swooned’| G syncopation n. syncopator 7. 

syncope n. 1 Gram. the omission of interior sounds 
or letters in a word. 2 .\fed. a temporary loss of 
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synap s« 
(see detail) 
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mitochondrion | 


synaplie 
cle fi 


neurotranymilted 
molecules 


membrane channel 


SYNCHROMESH 
GEARBOX 


each pair of gearwheels that produces input 

a gear ratio (for example, ‘first gear’) is shaft — 
constantly meshing together, making 

it easier to change gear. One of each 

pair is fixed to the input shaft, which meshing 


gear teeth 


dogs 


sliding collar 


fixed gears, 


free-spinning gears | 


consciousness caused by a fall in blood pressure. 
[from Greek sugkopé| 0 syncopal ad). 

syncretize wir. (also -ise) Philos. & Theol. attempt, 
esp. inconsistently, to unify or reconcile differing 
schools of thought. 0 syncretic adj. syncretism 
n. syncretist /. 

syndic n. 1 a government official in various coun- 
tries. 2 (in the UK) a business agent of certain 
universities and corporations. [from Greek sun- 
dikos| 0 syndical ad). 

syndicalism 7. /is/. a movement for transferring 
industrial ownership and control to workers’ 
unions. {from French syndicalisme] 0 syndicalist n. 

syndicate e 7. 1 a combination of individuals or 
commercial firms to promote some common inter- 
est. 2 an agency supplying material simultaneously 
to a number of newspapers or periodicals. 3 a 
group of people who combine to buy or rent prop- 
erty, gamble, etc. 4 a committee of syndics. @ wir. 
1 form into a syndicate. 2 publish (material) 
through a syndicate. [from medieval Latin syndica- 
lus| O syndication 7. 

syndrome ». 1 a group of concurrent symptoms of 
a disease. 2 a characteristic combination of opin- 
tons, behaviour, etc. [from Greek sundrome] 

syne \ 
‘since | 

synecdoche /sin-ek-d6-ki/ zn. a figure of speech in 
which a part is made to represent the whole or vice 
versa (e.g, net faces al the meeting). [from Greek sunek- 
dokhé| O synecdochie ad). 


since. [contraction of Middle English szthen 


synergy 7. (also synergism) 1 the interaction or 
cooperation of two or more drugs, agents, organ- 
izations, etc., to produce a new or enhanced effect 
compared to their separate effects. 2 an instance 
of this. [from Greek sunergia ‘working together’] 
0 synergetic ad). synergistic adj. synergistic- 
ally adv. 

synod 7. 1 a Church council attended by delegated 
clergy and sometimes laity. 2 a Presbyterian eccle- 
siastical court aboye the presbyteries and subject to 
the General Assembly. [from Greek sunodoy ‘meet- 
ing’| O synodal adj. synodical adj. 

synonym 7. a word or phrase that means exactly o1 
nearly the same as another in the same language 
(e.g. shut and {from Greek sunonumon| 
Oo synonymity 7. 

synonymous dj. (often foll. by zev/A) 1 having the 
same meaning: being a synonym (of). 2 suggestive 
of or associated with another (Ais name is synonymous 
wth fear). O synonymously ad: 

Synonymy 7. (f/. -ies) 1 the state of being 
synonymous. 2 the collocation of synonyms for 
emphasis (e.g, in any shape or form). 3 aa system o1 
collection of synonyms. b a treatise on synonyms 


close) 


synopsis 7. (//. synopses: 1 
outline. 2 a bret general survey. [lrom Greek] 
O synopsize @./r. (also -1se) 


summary ol 


synoptic 


synoptic e adj. 1 of, forming, or giving a synopsis. 
2 of or relating to the Synoptic Gospels. @ 7. 1 a 
Synoptic Gospel. 2 the writer of a Synopuc 
Gospel. [from Greek sunoptikos] 0 synoptical adj. 
synoptically adv. 

Synoptic Gospel 7. each of the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 

synovial adj. Physiol. denoting or relating to a 
viscous fluid lubricating joints and tendon sheaths. 
[based on modern Latin spnovia ‘synovial fluid’] 

synovial membrane 7). » a 
dense membrane of con- 
nective tissue secreting 
synovial fluicl. 

synovitis 7. inflam- 
mation of the 
synovial mem- 
brane. 

syntactic adj. of 
or according to 
syntax. 0 symtac- 
tical adj. syntac- 
tically adi. 

syntax 7. 1 the 
grammatical 
arrangement of 
words, showing SYNOVIAL MEMBRANE 
their connection IN A HUMAN SYNOVIAL JOIN | 
and relation. 2 a 

set of rules for or an analysis of this. [from Greek 
suntaxis| 

synth n. collog. = syvTHisi/er. 

synthesis /. | //. syntheses) I the process or result 
of building up separate elements, esp. ideas, into a 
connected whole, esp. into a theory or system, 2 a 
combination or composition. 3 Chem. the artificial 
production of compounds from their constituents 
as distinct from extraction from plants ete. 4 the 
joining of divided parts in surgery, [from Greck 
sunthesis| O synthesist /. 

synthesize 7/7: (also synthetize , -ise) 1 make a 
synthesis of. 2 combine into a coherent whole. 


duu val 
membrane | 


pout 
capsule 


synthesizer 7. (also -iser) an electronic, usu. 
keyboard. instrument producing a wide variety of 
sounds by generating and combining signals of 
different frequencies. 

synthetic e adj. 1 made by chemical synthesis, esp. 
to imitate a natural product (synthetic rubber). 2 (of 
emotions etc.) aflected, insincere. @ 2. Cherm. 
synthetic substance. [from Greek sunthetikos] O syn- 
thetical «dj. synthetically ade. 


synthetic resin sec eisin n. 2. 
syphilis n. a contagious venereal disease caused by 
the spirochaete Treponema. [from Syphilus, a charac- 
ter in a Latin poem (1530), supposed first sufferer 
from the disease] 0 syphilitic ad. 
syphon (also siphon) e 7. 1 » a pipe or 
tube used to convey liquid upwards from 
a container and then down to a lower 
level by gravity, the liquid being made i, 
to enter the pipe by atmospheric 
pressure. 2 = sopa sypHoN, @ ule @ 
inti. (often foll. by off) 1 conduct or 
flow through a syphon. 2 divert or 
set aside (funds etc.). [from Greek 
siphon “pipe | 
Syriane#. 1 a native or national 
of the modern state of Syria in 
the Middle East; a person of 
Syrian descent. 2 a native or 
inhabitant of the region of Syria 
in antiquity or later. @ ad. of or 
relating to the region or state of 
Syria. 


OF THE 


syringa /si-ring-g4/ n. 1 = mock 

orANc!. 2 any plant of the genus Syrzga, esp. the 
lilac. {modern Latin] 

syringe @ 7. 1 \fed. a a tube 


with a nozzle and piston or — pojjgze- 
bulb for sucking in and ejecting py y¢ 
liquid in a fine streani. b (in full eine 


hypodermic syringe) » a 
similar device with a hollow & 
needle for insertion under the 
skin. & pric. 2 any similar 
device used in cookmg etc. 
@ «/. (syringing) sluice or 
spray (the car, a plant, etc.) with 
a syringe. [from medieval Latin “1 
wringa| 

syrinx n. (fl. syrinxes or 
syringes /si-rin-jecz/) a set of 
pan pipes. [from Greek surigy 
‘pipe, channel] 

syrup 7. (U's also sirup; 1 aa 
thick sweet liquid mace by 
dissolving sugar in boiling water, 
often used for preserving fruit 
etc, b a similar thick liquid of a 
specified flavour as a drink, medicine, etc. 
2 condensed sugar cane juice; molasses, treacle. 
3 excessive sweetness of style or manner. [from 
Arabic sarab “beverage’|] O syrupy ad). 


7: 


graduated =— 
scale 


—_-—t 
flange . cf 
i pas 

piston 


SYRINGE: 
HYPODERMIC 
SYRINGE 


syphon / 
tube 


difference in 
] \ height of liquids , 


weopctooe 
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DEMONSTRATION 
ACTION 
OF A SYPHON 


systole 


systaltic adj. (esp. of the heart) contracting and 
dilating rhythmically. [from Greek sustaltkos] 
system 7. 1 a complex whole; a set of connected 
things or parts; an organized body of things. 2 a set 
of devices (e.g. pulleys) fanctioning together. 
3 Physiol. a a set of organs in the body 
with a common structure or function. 
b the human or animal body as a 
whole. 4 a method; considered 
principles of procedure. b classi- 
fication. 5 orderliness. 6 a a 
body of theory or nee 
relating to or prescribing a 
particular form of govern- 
| ment, religion, etc. b (prec. by 
the) the prevailing political or 
social order. 7 a method of 
choosing one’s procedure in 
gambling etc. 8 Computing a 
group of related hardware 
units or programs or both. 9 a 
major group of geological 
strata (the Devonian system). 0 get 
a thing out of one’s system 
collog. be rid of a preoccupation or anxiety. [from 
Greek sus(éma| 
systematic adj. 1 methodical; done or conceived 
according to a plan or system. 2 regular, deliberate 
(a systematic lar). O systematically adv. system- 
atist 7. 
systematic theology 7. a form of theology in 
which the aim is to arrange religious truths in a self- 
consistent whole. 
systematize 1: /7. (also -ise) 1 make systematic. 2 de- 
vise a system for. O systematization 7. system- 
atizer 7. 
systemic ad. 1 Physiol. a of or concerning the whole 
body (systemic infection). b (of blood circulation) other 
than pulmonary. 2 (of an insecticide ete.) iene 
the plant via the roots or shoots and passing 
through the tissues. O systemically adv. 
systemize itr (also |-ise) = 
temization n. systemizer n. 
systems analysis n. the analysis of a complex 
process or operation in order to improve its effi- 
ciency, esp. by applying a computer system. 0 sys- 
tems analyst 1. 
systems operaton-7. Computing a person who 
controls or monitors the operation of complex esp. 
electronic systems. 
systole x. Physiol. the contraction of the heart, 
when blood is pumped into the arteries. (cf. pia- 
stout). [from Greek sustol?] a systolic ad). 


SYSTEMALIZE. OF sys- 


T' x. (also t) (pl. Ts or T’s) 1 the twentieth letter of 
the alphabet. 2 a T-shaped thing (esp. aérib.: T- 
jot). 0 to a T exactly; to a nicety. 

T? symb, tesla. 

t abbr. (also t.) 1 ton(s). 2 tonne(s). 

*t pron. = Vt ("has). 

TA abbr. (in the UR) Territorial Army. 

Ta symb. Chem. the element tantalum. 

ta int. Brit. collog. thank you. [childish form] 

TAB abér. typhoid-paratyphoid A and B vaccine. 

tab'e 7. 1 a small flap or strip of material attached 
for grasping, fastening, or hanging up, or for iden- 
tification. 2 esp. .V. Amer collog. a hill or price { picked 
up the tab). 3 a a stage curtain. b a loop for suspend- 
ing this. @ ur (tabbed, tabbing) provide with a 
tab or tabs. O keep tabs (or a tab) on col/og. 1 keep 
account of. 2 have under observation or in check. 
[Middle English] 

tab? n. = wiaior 2. 

tabard n. 1 a herald’s official coat 
emblazoned with royal arms. 2 a 

woman’s or girl’s sleeveless jerkin. 

3 hist. <a knight’s short embla- 

zoned yvarment worn over 
armour. {from Old French 
tabart| 
Tabasco 7. prop. a pun- 
gent sauce made from the 

fruit of Capsecum _frutescens. 
{from Tabasco, a river and 
state in Mexico] 
tabbouleh 7. an Arab 
vegetable salad made 
with cracked wheat. 
[from Arabic tabbila| 
tabby 2. (//. -ies) 1 (in 
full tabby cat) a grey 
or brownish cat mottled 
or streaked with dark 
stripes. & cai, 2 a kind 
of watered silk. 3 a 
plain weave. [sense 2: 
from Arabic al-‘allahiva, 
the quarter of Baghdacl 
where manufactured] 


tabard 


\ heraldic 


CNIS 


emia 


TABARD: KNIGIII 
WEARING A PABARD 
tabernacle 7. 1 /is/. a 

tent used as a sanctuary for the Ark of the 
Covenant by the Israelites during the Exodus. 
2 Evel. a canopied niche or receptacle esp. for the 
Eucharistic elements. 3 a place of worship im 
nonconformist creeds. [from Latin labernaculuin 
‘ten ] 

tabla 7. (in Indian music) a pair of small drums 
played with the hands. & eixcussion. [from Arabic 
tabl drum | 

tablature 7. a form of musical notation indicat- 
ing fingering rather than the pitch of notes. 
[French, probably from Italian favolare ‘set to 
music’ | 

table e 7. La piece of furniture with a flat top and 
one or more legs, providing a level surface for 
eating, working at, etc. 2 a flat surface serving a 
specified purpose (bird lable). 3 a food provided in a 
household \Aceps a good table). b a group seated al 
table for dinner etc. 4 a a set of facts or figures 
systematically displayed, esp. im columns (a fable of 
contents). b matter contained in this. ¢ = MULriPLica- 


‘r10N TABLE. 5 aa slaly of wood or stone ete. for bear- 
ing an inscription. b matter inscribed on this. @ w/z 
1 Sy. bring forward for discussion or consideration 
at a meeting. 2 esp. US postpone consideration of 
(a matter). 0 at table taking a meal at a table. on 
the table offered for discussion. turn the tables 
(often foll. by on) reverse one’s relations (with), esp. 
by turning an inferior into a superior position. 
under the table 1 collog. very drunk. 2 = under the 
counter (see counrer'). [from Latin tabula ‘plank, 
tablet, list’] o tableful 7. ( p/. -fuls). 
tableau /tab-loh/ 2. (p/. tableaux /-lohz/) 1 a 
picturesque presentation. 2 = Tasttav vivant. 
[French, literally ‘picture’] 
tableau vivant /vee-von/ n. (pl. tableaux 
vivants pronunc. same) Theatr. a silent and motion- 
less group of people arranged to represent a scene. 
tablecloth 7. a cloth spread over the top of a table, | 
esp. for meals. 
table d’héte /tahbl doht/ n. a meal consisting 
of a set menu at a fixed price, esp. in a hotel. 
[French, literally ‘host’s table’] 
tableland ». a plateau. 
table licence x. Bri. a licence to serve 
alcoholic drinks only with meals. 
table salt 7. salt that is ground or easy 
to grind for use at meals. 
tablespoon 7. 1 a large spoon for serv- 
ing food. 2 an amount held by this. 
© tablespoonful ». ( //, -fuls). 
tablet 7. 1 a small solid dose of a medi- 
cine etc,  pruc. 2 a bar of soap ete. 
3p a flat slab of stone or wood, esp. for 
display or an inscription. 4 .\. Amer a 
writing pad. [from Old French 
tablele| 
table tennis 7. 4 an in- 
door game based on ten- 
nis, played with small 
bats and a ball bounced 
on a table divided by a 
Nel 
_ table top 7. 1 the top or 
surface of a table. 2 \table- 
top) (atirih.) that can he 
placed or used on a table 
top. 
tableware = 7’. 
plates, implements, etc., for use at meals. 


TABLE TENNIS 
BAPE AND BALI, 


clishes, 


table wine 7. ordinary wine for drinking with a 
meal. 

tabloid n. a newspaper, usu. popular im style, 
having pages half the size of those of the average 
broadsheet. [originally the proprietary namic of a 
medicine sold m tablets] 

taboo (also tabu, e 7. (fl. taboos or tabus: 1 a 
system or the act of setting a person or thing apart 
as sacred, prohibited, or accursed. 2 a prohibition 
imposed by social custom. @ adj. 1 avoided or pro- 
hibited (fabvo words). 2 designated as sacred and pro- 
hibited, @ z./: (taboos, tabooed or tabus, tabued 
1 put under taboo. 2 exclude or pro- 
hibit by authority or social imflu- 
ence. [from Polynesian fabu] 

tabor /tay-her/ 7. hil.» a 
small drum, esp. one used 
to accompany a pipe. 
[from Old French 
labour| 

tabouret /tab-6-10t/ 
n. (US taboret) a low 
seat usu. without arms 
or a back. [French, liter- 
ally *stool’| 

tabular adj, 1 of or ar- 
ranged in tables or hsts. 
2 broad and flat like a table. 
3 (of a crystal) having two 
broad flat faces. [from Latin 
fabularis| O tabularly ad: 
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tackle 


tabula rasa /tal-yuu-la rah-zi/ n. (fl. tabulae 
rasae /tab-yuu-lee rah-zee/) 1 a tablet with the 
writing erased. 2 the human mind (esp. at birth) 
viewed as having no innate ideas. [Latin, literally 
‘scraped tablet’| 
tabulate vf arrange (figures or facts) in tabular 
form. [based on Latin fabula ‘table’] 0 tabula- 
tion 7. 
tabulator 7. 1 a person or thing that tabulates. 2 a 
device on a typewriter for advancing to a sequence 
of set positions in tabular work. 3 Computing a 
machine that produces lists or tables from a data 
storage medium such as punched cards. 
tacet /tas-it/ vinir Mus. (as an instruction for a 
particular voice or instrument) be silent. [Latin, 
literally “is silent’} 
tach n. N. Amer, collog. = VAcHOMETER. 
tache var. of 1.\sH. 
tachism /tash-izm/ 7. (also tachisme) a form of 
action painting with dabs of colour 
arranged randomly. [from French tachisme] 
tacho xn. (pl. -os) Brit. collog. 1 = 
TACHOMETER. 2 = TACHOGRAPH. 
tacho- comb. form speed. [from 
Greek takhos} 
tachograph n. a device used 
esp. in heavy goods vehicles and 
coaches ete. for automatically re- 
cording speed and travel time. 
tachometer 7. an instrument for 
measuring the rate of rotation of 
a shaft and hence the speed or 
velocity of a vehicle. > instRu- 


~ ocean 
MPN PANLI 
tachy- comb. form swift. [from 
Babylon areek takhus] 


tachycardia n. Afed. an abnor- 
mally rapid heart rate. [based on 
Greek kardia “heart’| 
tachyon 7. Physws a_ hypothetical 
particle that travels faster than light. 
tacit adj. understood or implied without being 
stated. [from Latin facitus ‘silent’| 0 tacitly adv. 
taciturn aq. reserved in speech; uncommunicative. 
[from Latin éaciurnus| 0 taciturnity 7. taciturnly 
ade. 
tack'e 7. 1 a small sharp broad-headed nail. 2... 
Amer a drawing pin. 3 a long stitch used in fasten- 
ing fabrics etc. lightly or temporarily together. 4 the 
direction in which a ship moves, esp. a temporary 
change of direction to take advantage of a side 
wind etc, 5 a course of action or policy (try another 
tack). 6 a sticky condition of varnish etc. ev 1 
(often foll. by down ete.) fasten with tacks. 2 ¢ stitch 
(pieces of cloth etc.) lightly together. 3 @ (fol. by 
tv, on) annex (a thingy. 4 idx (often foll. by about) 
a change a ship’s course by turning its head to the 
wid. b make a series of tacks. 5 «itz, change one’s 
conduct or policy etc. 6 ¢. Brit. append (a clause) to 
a bill. [Middle English] o tacker n. 
tack? n. the saddle, bridle, etc., of a horse. [short- 
ened from mck] 
tack? n. collog. cheap, shoddy, or tasteless mater- 
ial; tat, kitsch. [back-formation from ray? | 
tackle e x. 1 equipment for a task o1 
sport. 2 a mechanism, esp. of ropes, 
hooks, etc., for lifting weights, 
manaving sails, etc. DB RIGGING. 
3 a windlass with its ropes and 
hooks. 4 an act of tackling in 
football etc. @ am 1 try to deal 
with {a problem or difficulty). 
2 Sport grapple with or try to over- 
come (an opponent). 3 (often foll. 
by on. abouts initiate cliscussion with 1a 
person), esp. with regard to a disputed 
issuc, 4 obstruct. intercept, or seize and 
stop (a plaver running with the balh. 
5 secure by means of tackle. [Middle 
Rnelish] o tackler ». tackling 7. 
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tackle-block 


tackle-block 7. » a pulley 
over which a rope runs. 

tacky! adj. (tackier, tackiest} 
slightly sticky. a tackiness n. 

tacky® adj. (tackier, tackiest 
collog. 1 showing poor taste or 
style. 2 tatty or seedy. [19th- 
century comage| 0 tackily adv. 
tackiness ». 


potley 


taco 7. (pl. -os) a Mexican dish 
of meat ete. ina folded or rolled 
tortilla. [Mexican Spanish] 

tact 7. 1 skill m dealing with 
others, esp. in delicate situa- 
tions. 2 intuitive perception of 
the right thing to do or say. 
[from Latin tactus ‘touch, sense of touch’| 

tactful adj. having or showing tact. Oo tactfully adv. 
tactfulness ». 


TACKLE-BLOCK 
LES TEBE CY Sal 
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tactic 7. 1 a tactical manoeuvre. 2 = taciics. [from 
Greek taktiké (tekhné) (art) of tactics | 

tactical adj. 1 of, relating to, or constituting tactics 
(a tactical retreat). 2 (of bombing or weapons) done or 
for use in unmediate support of military or naval 
operations yopp. stkviLcic 3). 3 adroitly planning 
or planned. G tactically ade: 

tactics 77.)/. 1 (also treated as sing) the art of dispos- 
ing armed forces mm order of battle and of organiz- 
ing operations. 2 the plans and means adopted 
in carrying out a scheme or achieving some end. 
0 tactician ””. 

tactile adj. 1 of or connected with the sense of 
touch. 2 perceived by touch. 3 tangible. [from Latin 
tactilts| O tactual ad). (in senses |, 2). tactility n. 

tactless adj. having or showing no tact. 0 tact- 
lessly adv. tactlessness 1. 


tad 7. esp. .\. -imer. collog. a sinall amount often used 
adverbially: a tad to 


salty), [1 9th-century coinage] 
tadpole 7. 44 larva of an 
amphibian, esp. a frog, 
toad. or newt in its 
aquatic stag 
Middle Eneg- 
lish] 
tae-bo /ty-boli/ 


n. propr. an exercise 


gill, 


system combiming ele- 


TADPOLES ments of aerobics and 
kick-boxing. [from Korean fa 
‘leg + bo, short for boxing] 


tae kwon do »). ¥ a modern Korean martial ari 
simular to karate. [Korean] 
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taffeta 7. a fine lustrous silk or silklike fabric. [from 


Persian fafta “twisted | 


taffrail 1. \aui. ai 


round a shy tern. [from 
Dutch taffereel pancl | 
Taffy -ies; Brit. callog. often offens. a \Welsh- 


H4db 


man. [supposed Welsh pronunciation of Davy = 
David (Welsh Dafrdd\) 

taffy n. (pl. -ies) NV. Amer a confection like 
toffee. {19th-century coimage| 

tafia n. J4Ind. rum distilled from molasses ete. 

tag’en. 1a label, esp. one for tying on an object 
to show its address, price, etc. 2 a metal or plas- 
tic point at the end of a lace etc. to assist mser- 
tion. 3 a loop at the back of a boot used in 
pulling it on. 4 an electronic device that can 
be attached to a person or thing for monitor- 
ing purposes. 5 a loose or ragged end of any- 
thing. 6 a trite quotation or stock phrase. 
@ v./r, (tagged, tagging) 1 provide with a tag 
or tags. 2 (often foll. by on. on fo) jom on 
attach. 3. Brit. collog. follow closely or trail 
behind. 4 Computing identify (an item of 
data) by its type for later retrieval. 0 tag 
along (often foll. by wth) go along or 
accompany passively. [Middle English| 

tag® n. a children’s chasing game. {18th-century 
coinage | 

tag end 7. esp. (8 the last remnant of something. 

tagliatelle /tal-ya-tel-i/ . a form of pasta in 
narrow ribbons. > rasta. [Itahan] 

tag line 7. collog.. chiefly .\. Amer a catchphrase. 
slogan, or punchline. 

Tahitian e . fa native or national of Tahiti in the 
S. Pacific. 2 the language of Tahiti. @ adj. of or 
relating to Tahiti or its people or language. 

tai chi ch’uan chwahn/ 7. also tai 
chi) ¥ a Chinese martial art and system of calhs- 
thenics very 
controlled movements. [Chinese, literally ‘great 
ultimate boxing’ | 


/ty chec 


consisung of sequences of slow 


ht arm at 
eves on left 
arm 


palm 
turned 


inands 


r’?AI CHI CH°UAN: LAST POSITION OF LHT 
DESCENDING SINGLE WHIP VION T 


coniferous forest lying between 
sp. in Siberia. [Russian] 


taiga /ty-ga/ 7. 
tundra and steppe. « 
tail’ @ 7. 1 the hindmost part of an animal, esp 
when prolonged beyond the rest of the body. 2 aa 
thing like a tail in form or position. b the rear end 
of anything, e.g. of a procession. ¢ a long train o1 
line of people, vehicles, etc. 3 the rear part of an 
aeroplane, with the tailplane and rudder, or of a 
rocket, or vehicle, 4 the luminous trail of particles 
following a comet. 5 the inferior or weaker part of 
anything, esp. ina sequence. 6 a the part of a shirt 
below the waist. b the hanging part of the back ol 
a coat. 7 (in pl. log. aa taileoat. b evening clress 
including this. 8 (in p/.) the reverse of a coin as a 
choice when tossing, 9; 
shadowing another. 10 an extra strip attached to 
the lower end of a kit’ 11 the stem of a 
12 the part of a letter (e.g. ») below the line 
e@: Lf. remove the stalks of 2b. GS ifoll. by 
intr. coll closely. 3 fr 
provide with a tail. 4 4 tail of 


a person following o1 


hote m 
MUSIC. 
fruu 

follow 


lock the 


atte g. shadow ot 


. laml 


ete). 5 fm voften foll. by on fo join wone thing to 
another Oona person’s tail closely following a 
person, tail back rit. ol tallies form a tailback. 


tail off or away 1 |x fewer. smaller. or 


shehter, 2 fall behind or away in 


ome 
1 scattered! line 


tailcoat 


take 


with one’s tail between one’s legs in a 
state of dejection or humiliation. with 
one’s tail up in good spirits; cheerful. (Old 
English] 0 tailed adj. (also in comb). tail- 
less ad). : 
tail? Lau e@ 7. limitation of ownership, 
esp. of an estate limited to a person 
and that person’s heirs. @ adj. so hmut- 
ed testate fail), O in tail under such 
a limitation. [from Latin falea ‘twig, 
cutung | 
tailback ». Bri. a long line of traffic 
extending back from an obstruction. 
tailboard n. Bri. a hinged or remov- 
able flap at the rear of a lorry etc. 
tailcoat 1. Ari/. <a man’s morning or 
evening coat with a long divided 
flap at the back, worn as part 
of formal dress. 
tail-end 7. 1 the hincdmost or 
lowest or last part. 2 = tan! 7. 
5. 0 tail-ender 1. 


TAILCOAT: LARLY 
POTH-CENTURY 
Det 0 CORT 

tail feather 7. a strong flight 


feather of a birel’s tail. & pirp. ow 
tailgate @ 7. L csp. US a= rvinorrn. b ¥ the tail 
door of an estate car or hatchback. 2 the lower end 
of a canal lock. e . 

US collog. 1 intr. drive 
too closely behind an- 
other vehicle. 2 ¢ follow 
ta vehicle) too closely. 0 taul- 
gater i. 

tail light 7». also tail lamp 
a light at the rear of a train. 
motor vehicle. or bicycle. 
tail-off 7. a dechne or 
gradual reduction, esp. 
in demancel 

tailor e 7. a maker of 
clothes, esp. of mens 
outer garments to meas- 
ure. © « FT of make 
ay tenet) ane 
make or adapt for a special 
purpose. 3 inf; work”as o1 
be a tailor 4 #. (as tailored 
adj.) = iior-mane adj. [from 
Old French (aillew “cutter} 0 tailoring n. 
tailor-bird 7. any small .\sian et« warbler of the 
genus Orthotomus that stitches leaves together to 


Mritleats 


clothes) as 


TAILGATE 
CON GAS BENT GRET VGN 


lorm a nest, 


tailored ad). (of 
» fitted 


tailor-made e adj. 1 jof clothing) made to 
order by a tailor. 2 made or suited for a particu- 
lar purpose. @ 7. a tailor-made garment. 


clothing) well or closely 


tailpiece 7. 1 an appendage at the rear of anything, 
2 the final part of a thing. 3 a decoration in a blank 
space at the end of a chapter ete. in a book. 

tailpipe v. the rear section of the exhaust pipe ol 
a motor vehicle. 

tailplane ». Brit. a horizontal aerofoll at the tail 
of an aircralt. & virer vt 

tailspin e 7. 1 a spin by an aircraft with the tail 
spiralling, 2 a state of chaos or panic. @ vinir 
-spinning: past and past part. -spun: perform a 
tailspin. 

tailwheel 2. a wheel supporting the tail of an 
aurerall. siete wi 

tailwind 7. a wind blowing in the direction of travel 
of avehicle or aircralt ete 

taint @ 7, Ta spot or trace of decay, infection. a 
some bad quality. 2 an unpleasant scent or smell 
3 a corrupt condition or infection. e @ 1 @ affect 
with a taint. 2 #. doll. by wi) affect slightly. 3. i. 
become tamted. | Middle English] o taintless ad) 

taipan /ty-pan/ n. the head of a foreign business 
in China. [Chinese] 

\/ took: pavt part. taken: 1 fh, lav hold of 
hands, 2 fr acquire, get possession of, 


takee 
vet into ome 


takeaway 


capture, earn, or win. 3 é get the use of by 
purchase or formal agreement (take lodgings). 4 tr (in 
a recipe) avail oneself of; use. 5 # use as a means of 
transport (took a taxi). 6 é regularly buy (a particu- 
lar newspaper etc.). 7 ¢% obtain after fulfilling the 
required conditions (take a degree). 8 tr, occupy (lake a 
chair). 9 tr. make use of (take the next left). 10 uy 
consume as food or medicine. 11 intr. a be success- 
ful or effective (the inoculation did not take). b (of a seed 
etc.) begin to grow. 12 ir require or use up (will take 
lume). 13 t, wear (a particular size of garment etc.) 
(lakes size six). 14 & cause to come or go with one; 
convey (take the book home). 15 wt remove; steal. 16 ¢. 
catch or be infected with (fire or fever etc.). 17 & 

experience or be affected by (take fright). b receive 
(take comfort). ¢ exert (take courage). 18 t find out and 
note (details, a temperature, etc.) by enquiry or 
measurement. 19 /% grasp mentally; understand 
( take your point). 20 tr. treat or regard in a specified 
way (took it badly). 21 fr (foll. by for) regard as beng 
(do you take me for an idiot?). 22 tr a accept (take the 
offer). b hold {takes two pints). c tolerate (take a joke). 
23 7. choose or assume (took a.job; took the initiative). 
24 tr. derive (takes its name from the inventor). 25 tr (foll. 
by from) subtract. 26 é execute, make, or under- 
take; perform or effect (take notes; take an oath). 27 tr: 
occupy or engage oneself in; indulge in (lake a rest; 
lake exercise). 28 tr. conduct (took the school assembly). 
29 i deal with in a certain way (look the corner too 
fast). 30 tr a teach or be taught (a subject). b be 
examined in (a subject). 31 t make (a photograph) 
with a camera; photograph (a person or thing), 
32 tr. use as an instance (let us take Napoleon). 33 ty. 
Gram. have or require as part of the appropriate 
construction. 34 i have sexual intercourse with 
(a woman). 35 ¢r (in passive; foll. by by, with) be 
attracted or charmed by. @ 7. 1 an amount taken or 
caught in one session or attempt etc. 2 a scene or 
sequence of film photographed continuously at 
one time. 3 esp. US takings, esp. money received 
at a theatre for seats. O be taken ill become ill, esp. 
suddenly. have what it takes collog. have the 
necessary, qualities etc. for success. take account 
of see account. take action see action. take 
advantage of see apvantact. take after resemble. 
take against By/. begin to dislike, esp. impulsively. 
take aim see am. take apart 1 dismantle. 2 collog. 
beat or defeat conclusively. 3  collog. criticize 
severely. take aside see asin. take as read Bri. 
accept without reading or discussing. take away 
1 remove or carry elsewhere. 2 subtract. 3 Brit. buy 
(food etc.) at a shop or restaurant for eating else- 
where. take back 1 retract (a statement). 2 convey 
(a person or thing) to his or her or its original posi- 
tion. 3 carry (a person) in thought to a past time. 
4 Printing transfer to the previous line. take the 
biscuit (or bun or cake) collog. be the most 
remarkable. take one’s breath away sce BRE.\1H, 
take care of sce : \w.. take a chance eic. sec 
cHivcL. take charge see cHircr, take down 
1 write down (spoken words). 2 remove (a structure) 
by dismantling. 3 humiliate. 4 lower (a garment 
worn below the waist). take effect see irric1. take 
for granted see crivi. take fright see rai. 
take from diminish: weaken: detract from. take 
heart be encouraged. take hold see Hoi! take 
ill (US sick) collog. be taken ill. take in 1 receive 
as a lodger etc. 2 undertake (work) at home. 3 make 
(a garment etc.) smaller. 4 understand. 5 cheat, 
dupe. 6 include or coinprise. 7 collog. visit (a place) 
on the way to another. 8 furl (a sail). take in hand 
1 undertake: start doing or dealing with. 2 under- 
take the control or reform of (a person). take into 
account see account. take 1t I (often foll. by that + 
clause) assume. 2 collog. endure a difficulty or hard- 
ship in a specified way (look it badly). take it easy 
see 1.\s). take it from me (or take my word for 
it) [ can assure you. take it ill resent it. take it 
into one’s head see ti. take it on one (or 
oneself) (foll. by éo + infin.) venture or presume. 
take it or leave it (esp. in “mper.) an cxpression of 
indifference or impatience about another’s decision 


after making an offer. take it out of 1 exhaust the 
strength of. 2 Brit. have revenge on. take it out on 
relieve one’s frustration by attacking or treating 
harshly. take a thing kindly see kinniy'. take 
kindly to see kinviy'. take dne’s leave of see 
Lbave?, take leave of one’s senses see sensr. take 
leave to see eave. take a lot of (or some) 
doing be hard to do. take lying down see ur', 
take a person’s name in vain see vain. take off 
1 aremove (clothing). b remove or lead away. ¢ with- 
draw (transport, a show, etc.). 2 deduct (part of an 
amount). 3 depart, esp. hastily (took off in a fast car). 
4 collog. mimic humorously. 5 jump from the 
ground. 6 become airborne. 7 (of a scheme etc.) 
become successful or popular. 8 have (a period) 
away from work. take oneself off go away. take 
on 1 undertake (work etc.). 2 engage (an 
employee). 3 be willing or ready to meet (an adver- 
sary in sport, argument, etc.). 4 acquire (a new 
meaning etc.). 3 esp. Brt. collog. show strong 
emotion. take on the chin see cuix. take out 
1 remove from within a place; extract. 2 escort on 
an outing, 3 get (a licence or summons etc.) issued. 
4 US= take away 3. 5 slang murder or destroy. take 
a person out of himself or herself make a 
person forget his or her worries, take over 1 suc- 
ceed to the management or ownership of. 2 take 
control (of). take part sce p\x. take the part of 
see part. take place see pact. take one’s place 
see piace. take the place of see piaci. take a 
person’s point see poi’. take root sce Roor', 
take shape assume a distinct form; develop into 
something definite. take sides see sii. take 
stock sec take that! an exclamation 
accompanying a blow etc. take one’s time not 
hurry. take to 1 fall into the habit of (took fo smok- 
ing). 2 have recourse to. 3 adapt oneself to. 4 form 
a liking for. take to the cleaners see C11..Ner. 
take to heart see t.\nr. take to one’s heels see 
uti! take to pieces see rinct. take to task see 
isk. take the trouble see rroune. take up 
1 become interested or engaged in (a pursuit), 
2 adopt as a protégé. 3 occupy (time or space). 
4 begin (residence etc.). 5 resume after an interrup- 
tion. 6 interrupt or question (a speaker). 7 accept 
(an offer ete.). 8 shorten (a garment). 9 lft up. 
10 absorb (sponges take up water\. 11 take (a person) 
into a vehicle. 12 pursue (a matter etc.) further. 
take a person up on accept (a person’s offer etc.) 
take up the gauntlet accept a challenge. take 
up with begin to associate with. [from Old Norse 
taka| o takable aq). (also takeable). 
takeaway Bri. e aitrib.adj. (of food) bought at a 
shop or restaurant for eating elsewhere. @ n. 1 an 
establishment selling such food. 2 the food itself. 
take-home pay 7. the pay received by an 
employee after the deduction of tax ete. 


STOCK. 


take-off ». 1 the act of becoming airborne. 2 an act 
of mimicking. 3 a place from which one jumps. 

take-out alinb.ad). G n. esp. .\. Amer. = 1K... 

takeover 7. the assumption of control (esp. of a 
business); the buying-out of one company by 
another. 

taker n. 1 a person who takes a bet. 2 a person who 
accepts an offer. 

take-up 7. acceptance of something offered. 

taking @ ad). 1 attractive or captivating. 2 catching 
or infectious. @ 7. (in pl.) an amount of money 
vaken in business. o takingly adr. 

talc @ 7. 1 talcum powder. 2 ¥ any 
crystalline form of magnesium 
silicate that occurs in sofi 
Nat plates, used as a lubri- 
cator etc. @ w/z (talced, 
talcing or talcked, talck- 
ing) powder or treat (a sur- 
face) with tale to hibricate 
or dry it. [from Persian fa/A] 
a taley adj. (im sense | of 2.). 

talcum e 7. 1 (in full talcum 
powder) powdered tale for 


talk 


toilet and cosmetic use, usu. perfumed. 2 = rate n. 
2. @ utr (talcumed, talcuming) powder with 
talcum. [medieval Latin] 
tale n. 1 a narrative or story, esp. fictitious and imag- 
inatively treated. 2 a report of an alleged fact, often 
malicious or in breach of confidence (all sorts of tales 
will get about). {Old English} 
talebearer 7. a person who maliciously gossips 
or reveals secrets. 0 talebearing n. & ad). 
talent 7. 1 a special aptitude or faculty. 2 high 
mental ability. 3 a a person or persons of talent. 
b Brit. collog. attractive members of the opposite 
sex. 4 an ancient weight and unit of currency, esp. 
among the Greeks. [from Greek talanton ‘balance, 
weight, sum of money’] 0 talented aq). talentless 
talent scout n. a person looking for talented 
performers, esp. in sport and entertainment. 
talent spotter n. Brit. = rcenr scour. 
taleteller n. 1 a person who tells stories. 
2 a person who spreads malicious 
reports. 
talisman 2. (//. talismans) 
1 an object, esp. an inscribed 
ring or stone, supposed to 
be endowed with magic 
powers esp. of bringing good 
luck. 2 » a charm or amulet, 
[from Greek éelesma ‘com- 
pletion, religious rite’ 
O talismanice ad). 
talk ev. 1 intr. (often foll. 
by to, wth) converse or 
communicate ideas by 
spoken words. 2. intr 
have the power of speech. 
3 intr. (toll. by about) a have 
as the subject of discus- 
sion. b (in umper) collog. as 
an emphatic statement (/a/h 
about expense! ), 4 l7. express or utter in words; discuss 
(lalked crwket). 3 tr use (a language) in speech (talking 
Spanish). 6 intr. (foll. by at) address pompously. 7 ¢r 
(usu. foll. by nto, out of ) bring into a specified condi- 
tion etc. by talking (/a/hed himself hoarse). 8 intr. reveal 
\esp. secret) information; betray secrets. 9 int 
gossip ( people are beginning to talk). 10 intr. have influ- 
ence (money talks). @ u. 1 conversation or talking. 2 a 
particular mode of speech (baby ta/k). 3 an informal 
address or lecture. 4 a rumour or gossip (‘here is talk 
of a merger). b its theme (their success was the talk of the 
town). 3 (often in pl.) extended cliscussions or nego- 
ations. 0 know what one is talking about be 
expert or authoritative. now you’re talking colloq. 
I like what you say, suggest, etc. talk back 1 reply 
defiantly, 2 respond on a two-way radio system. 
talk big collog. talk boastfully. talk down to speak 
patronizingly or condescendingly to. talk a per- 
son down I silence a person by greater loudness 
or persistence. 2 bring (a pilot or aircraft) to land- 
ing by radioed instructions. talk the hind leg off 
a donkey talk incessantly. talk nineteen to the 
dozen see pozen. talk of 1 discuss. 2 (often foll. 
by verbal noun) express some intention of (/alked 
of moving to London). talk out Brit. block the course 
of (a bill in Parliament) by prolonging discussion 
to the time of adjournment. talk over discuss 
at length. talk a person over (or round or l’S 
around) gain a person’s agreement by talking, 
talk shop talk about one’s occupation, ete. 
talk through discuss thoroughly. talk a 
person through euide .« person in (a 
task) with continuous instructions. talk 
through one’s hat \or By/. neck) collog. 
1 exaggerate. 2 bluff. 3 talk wildly or non- 
sensically, talk to reprove. talk to oneself 
solloquize, talk turkey see ii keKiy, talk up dis- 
cuss (a subject) in order to arouse interest in it, you 
can’t (or can talk co/log. a reproof that the person 
addressed is just as culpable etc. in the matter 
atissue [Middle English] 0 talker x 


TALISMAN: MAORI 
PALISMAN 


Ah 


talkative 


talkative adj. fond of or given to talking. o talka- 
tively adv. talkativeness n. 

talkback n. 1 (often attrib.) a system of two-way 
communication by loudspeaker. 2 = pHont-in. 

talkfest n. collog., chiefly .\. Amer. a lengthy discus- 
sion or debate, esp. as part of a television chat 
show, 

talkie 7. archaic esp. US collog. a film with a sound- 
track. as distinct from a silent film. 

talking e adj. 1 that talks. 2 having the power of 
speech. 3 expressive (talking eyes). @ n. in senses of 
TALK v, O talking of esp. Brit. while we are dis 
cussing (lalking of food, what time ts lunch?). 

talking book ». a recorded reading of a book. esp. 
for the blind. 

talking film 7. (also talking picture; a film with 
a soundtrack. 

talking head 1. co/log. a presenter etc. on television, 
speaking to the camera and viewed in close-up. 

talking point ”. a (opic for discussion or argument. 

talking shop 1. &r7/. derog. an institution regarded 
as a place of argument rather than action. 

talking-to 7. col/og. a reproof or reprimand. 

talk radio 7. a radio format in which the clis« 
jockey chats to listeners over the phone about 
controversial issues, rather than playing records 

talk show 7. = GHAI SHOW. 

tall e adj. 1 of more than average height. 2 of a 
specified height (sa fee tall). 3 higher than the 
surrounding objects (a tall building. 4 collog. extrava- 
gant or excessive; fanciful ,tal/ talA). @ adv. as if tall: 
proudly (sit fa//). [Middle English in sense “ready. 
active’| Oo tallish aq. tallness n. 

tallboy 7. Bri. a tall chest of drawers sometimes in 
lower and upper sections or mounted on legs. 

tall order 7. an 
demand. 


exorbitant or unreasonable 

tallow ». the harder kinds of esp. animal) tat 
melted down for use in making candles. soap, etc. 
{from Middle Low German fa/g] 0 tallowish «dj. 
tallowy ad). 

tall ship rv. a sailing ship with a high mast. 

tally e 7. ( p/. -ies) 1 the reckoning of a debt or 
score. 2 a total score or amount. 3 a a mark 
registering a fixed number of objects deliv- 
ered or received. b such a number as a unit. 
4 hist. am a piece of wood scored across with 
notches for the items of an account and then 
split into halves. each party keeping one. b an 
account kept in this way. 5 a 
ticket or label for identification. 


6 a corresponding thing, counter- TALLY: 
part, or duplicate. @ &. \-ies, -ied HALE Ol 
toften foll. by zeit Taunt: agree on SIPSIE) 
correspond. 2 fr record or reckon a 
by tally. [from Latin — falea] 
O tallier » 

notches 


tally-ho e int a huntsman’s cry to 

the hounds on sighting a fox. @ 7 E 
pl. -hos, an utterance of this. @ 

-hoes. -hoed 1 inti utter a cry of “tally-ho’. 2 
indicate (a fox) or urge hounds) with this cry. 

tallyman 2. | //. -men) 1 a person who keeps a 
tally. 2 Brit. a person who 
sells goods on credit, esp. 
from door to door. 

Talmud 7. the body ol 
Jewish civil and ceremomal 
law and legend, [from late 
Hebrew falmid “instruction | 
Oo Taimudice ad). Talmudi- 
cal ad). Talmudist ». 

talon n. I <a claw, esp. of a 
bird of prey. 2 the cards lefi 


afier the deal in a 


a 


ae 


card 


game. & kapior. [from Laun 
TALONS laluy “heel | D taloned ad) 
ON THE FOOT OF talso in comb 
VL SPARROW HWA tam 7. 4 taim-o-shantes 


tamarind ». 1 a tropical evergreen tree, Zamarindus | 
indica. 2 the fruit of this, contaiming an acid pulp 
used as food and in drinks. [from Arabic famr-hindt 
“Indian date’| 


tamarisk 7. < any 
shrub of the genus 
Tamarix, usu. with long 
slender branches and 
small pink or white 
flowers. [from Latin 
tamarix| 
tambour /tam- 
boor/ @ 7. la 
drum. 2 a a circular 
frame for holding 
fabric taut while it 
is being embroidered. 
b material embroi- 
dered in this way. 
@ «tr. (also absol.) deco- 
rate or embroider on 
a tambour, [French| 
tambourine 7. a pcr- 
cussion inswument 
consisting of a hoop 
with a parchment 
stretched over one side 
and jingling discs in 


ORCHLATRA, 


TAMARISK 
| Tamarix ramoyissima 


‘Pink Cascade) 


slots round the hoop. > 
[French, literally ‘httle tambour’ 0 tambourinist ». 


PLRGEUSSION. 


tame e adj. bof an animal) domesticated: not wild 
or shy. 2 insipid: lacking spirit or interest (/ame acqui 
escence), 3 collog. (of a person) amenable or coopera- 
tive and available « you need a tame accountant). 4 US 
a (of land) cultivated. b (of a plant) produced 
by cultivation. @ afr I make tame; domesticate. 
2 subdue, curb. [Old English] o tamely adi 
tameness 1. tamer 7. (also in conth.). 

tameable adj. capable of being tamed. 

Tamil e 7. 1 a member of a people inhabiting 
South India and Sri Lanka. 2 the language of this 
people. e@ ad. of or relating to this people o1 their 
language. [Tamil] 

tam-o’-shanter 7. a round woollen or cloth cap 
of Scottish origin fittmg closely round the brows 
but large and full above. [named alter the hero of 
Burns's Tam o° Shanter (1791)} 

tamoxifen 7. a synthetic drug used to treat breast 
cancer and infertility in women. [an arbitrary 
formation based on elements of the drug’s Chie ntu- 
cal name| 

tamp i. ram down hard or tightly, 0 tamper n. 

tamper inl): (loll. by wih) 1 a meddle or interfere 
with; make unauthorized changes m. b interfere 
with (a food product etc.}, esp. by contamination 
and for blackmail purposes. 2 exert a secret or 
corrupt influence upon: bribe. [variant of iui] 
O tamperer /. 

tampon 7. a plug of soft material used to stop 
a wound or absorb secretions, esp. one mserted nto 
the vagina to absorb menstrual blood. [French] 

tam-tam 7”. a lurve metal gong. [Hincli] 

tan'e 7. 1 = sini. 2 a yellowish-brown colour. 
3 bark, esp. of oak, bruised and used to tan hides. 
e ad. of a yellowish-brown colour. @ 7. (tanned, 
tanning) | / mi, make or become brown by 
exposure to ultraviolet light. 2 i convert (raw hide) 
into leather, 3 t. slang beat, thrash, [Old English] 

tan? abbr. tangent 


tanager 7. any small \merican bird of the 
subfamily “Phraupimac, 
having brightly coloured plumage. 
[from Tupi (Brazilian, /angara] 


the male us. 


TANAGER: ( 
LANAGITR 


ARLE | 


Prranga oli aea 


tangram 


TANDEM: OFF-ROAD 
EANDIAI 


tandem e 7. 1 A a bicycle or tricycle with two or 
more seats one behind another. 2 a group of two 
persons etc. with one behind or following the other. 
3 a carriage driven tandem, @ adz. with two or more 
horses harnessed one behind another (drive landem). 
O in tandem 1 one behind another. 2 alongside 
each other, together. [Latin, literally ‘at length (of 
ume)’ 

tandoor / second part rhymes with poor/ n. a clay oven. 
| Hindi} 

tandoori ». food cooked over charcoal in a tandocr 
voften attrib: tandoori chicken). [Hindi] 

tang! 1a strong taste or flavour or smell. 2 a char- 
acteristic quality. 3 the projection on the blade of a 
tool, esp. a knife, by which the blade is held firm 
in the handle. [from Old Norse fange “point, tang of 
a knife’ 

tang? @ i. & intr ring, clang; sound loudly. e n. a 
tanging sound, 


tanga 7. Bri/. a pair of briefs consisting of small 
panels connected with strings. [Portuguese] 

tangelo /tan-jé-loh/ 2. (f/. -os) a hybrid of the 
tangerine and grapefruit. [blend of macerme and 
POMLLO] fy 


tangent 7. 1 <a straight 
line. curve. or surface 
that meets another curve 
or curved surface at a 
point, but does not inter- 
sect it at that pomt. 2 the 
ratio of the sides (other 
than the hypotenuse) op- 
posite and adjacent to an 
angle in a right-angled 
triangle. 0 at a tangent 
diverging from a preyi- 
ous Course ol action or 
thought ete. [from Latin 
langent-‘touching’| Oo tangency 1. 

tangential ad). 1 of or along a tangent. 2 divergent. 
3 peripheral. c tangentially ad: 

tangerine e 7. 1 a smal! sweet orange-coloured 
citrus fruit with a thin skin: a mandarin. & cigs 
reeil. 2 a deep orange-yclow colour. @ adj. of this 
colour, [based on Tangier, a scaport in Morocco} 

tangible /tan-ji-biil/ adj. 1 perceptible by touch. 
2 definite; clearly intelligible; not elusive (/angibl 
proof}. [from Late Latin fangibilis| G tangibility n. 
tangibleness 7. tangibly adi. 


tangent 


TANGENT 
1O A CURVE 


tangle e«. La. mtertwine (threads or hairs etc.) in 
a confused mass; entangle. b im: become tangled. 
2 mtr toll. by with; collog. become involved (esp. in 
confhet or argument) with (don’t tangle with me). 3 tr: 
complicate (a langled affair). @ n. 1a confused mass 
of intertwined threads etc. 2 a confused or 
complicated state. [Middle English] 
tangly a/). \tanglier, tangliest) tangled. 
tango e 7. { /. -os) 1 a slow ballroom dance ongin- 
aung in Buenos Aires, characterized by gliding 
movements and abrupt pauses. 2 the music for this 
@ iil. \-oes, -oed) clance the tango. [Latin Amer- 
ican Spanish] 


tangram 7. a Chinese puzzle square cut into seven 


tangy 


pieces to be combined into various figures. [19th- 
century coinage] 

tangy ad). (tangier, tangiest) having a strong usu. 
piquant tang. o tanginess n. 

tanh abb7. hyperbolic tangent. 

tank e ». 1 a large receptacle or storage chamber 
usu. for liquid or gas. 2 ¥ a heavy armoured fight- 
ing vehicle moving on a tracked carriage. 3 a 
container for the fuel supply in a motor vehicle. e z. 
1 »& (usu. foll. by up) fill the tank of (a vehicle etc.) 
with fuel. 2 collog. a intr (foll. by up) drink heavily; 
become drunk. b é @ re/fl. (often as tanked 
up adj.) mebriate oneself with alcoholic 
drink or drugs. [from Gujarati ‘ankh] 6 tank- 
ful x. { pl. -fuls). tankless ad). 
tankard 7. 1 <a tall beer mug (esp. 
of silver or pewter) with a handle. 2 the 
contents of or an amount held by a tank- 

ard. [Middle English] 

tank engine 7. a steam loco- 
motive carrying fuel and 
water receptacles in its own 
frame, not in a tender, 


tanker e 7. a ship, aircraft, 
or road vehicle for carrying 
liquids, esp. mineral oils, in 
bulk. @ wz (usu. in passive; 
often foll. by 7) transport by 
tanker. 
tank top 7. a 
close-fitting upper garment 

— with a scoop neck. 

tanner 7. a person who 

tans hides. 


TANKARD: LIDDED 
PEWTER TANKARD 


tannery 7. ( /. -ies) a place 

where hides are tanned. 

tannic adj. of or produced from tan. [from French 
tannique| O tannate 7. 

tannic acid 7. a complex natural organic com- 
pound of a yellowish colour used as a mordant 
and astringent. 

tannin 7” any of a group of complex organic 
compounds found in certain tree-barks and 


TANK 

‘Tanks were first used in battle m 1916, but 
were greatly improved in the Second World 
War (1939 +45). Although their basic design 
has changed little since then, technological 


advances have meant they now Carry a more 


sophisticated and diverse array of weapons. 


vmoke grenade 


co-avial 
machine gun 


M256 gun launches 


murzl 
reference ames 
Medea 


driver's master _ 
panel 


diner 


handlebar 


rr ay yor 1 
toreing lug 


mudouard 


farned 
basket 


EXPLODED VIEW O1 
\N MI ABRAMS 
LANA 


sleeveless’ 


reredil vedere 


oak-galls, used in leather production. [from French 
tanin\ 
tannish see 1,n', 
tannoy 1. Brit. propr. a type of public address sy stem. 
[from fentalum alloy (rectifier: 


the genus Tanacelum, esp. 7. vulgare 
with yellow button-like flowers and 
aromatic leaves. [based on medi- 
eval Latin athanasia ‘immortality | 
tantalize «2/7 (also -ise) 1 torment 
or tease by the sight or promise 
of what is unobtainable. 2 raise 
and then dash the hopes of. 
[based on Greek Tantalos, 
mythical Phrygian king con- 
demned to be tempted by 
water and fruit seemingly within 
reach but ever elusive] O tan- 
talization n. tantalizer 7. tanta- 
lizingly adv. 
tantalum 7. Chem. a rare hard white 
metallic element used in surgery and 
for electronic components. {based on 


TANSY LANTALIZE, with reference to its frustrat- 
(Tanacetum ing insolubility in acids} 0 tantalic 
vulgare ad). 


tantalus 7. Bri/. a stancl in which spirit- 

decanters may be locked up though still visible. 

tantamount predic.ad). (foll. by fo) equivalent to (was 
tantamount to a denial). [based on Italian tanto moniare 
‘to amount to so much’ 

tantra 71. any of a class of Hindu or Buddhist 
mystical and magical writings. [Sanskrit literally 
‘loom, doctrine’] G tantric adj. tantrism 7. 

tantrum 7. an outburst of bad temper or petu- 
lance. [1 8th-century coinage] 

Taoiseach /tee-shék/ 7. the Prime Minister of the 
Irish Republic. [Irish, hterally ‘chict, leader’] 

Taoism /first part rhymes with cow/ n. a Chinese 
philosophy based on the writings of Laoze (c.500 
Bc), advocating humility and religious piety. [based 
on Chinese dao (right) way’] 0 Taoist n. 


commander's 


anumunition 
hox hatch 


commanders 
machine 
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gunner’s 
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the ? mal f 1 , 
SIGHT 
VlEWE? commander 


gunner 


turret ball 
hile bin 


\ sforage 


| tap'e 7. 1» a device by which 


tansy 7. (/. -ies) < any plant of 


tap-dance 


, Shroud screu 
a flow of liquid or gas from a 
pipe or vessel can be con- 
trolled. 2 a an act of tap- 
ping a telephone ete. 
ba device used for this. 

3 Bril. a taproom. 4 an 
instrument for cut- 
ting the thread of a 
female screw. @ ui 
\tapped, tapping) ; 
1 a provide (a cask) : ; 
with a tap. b let out (a : 
liquid) by means of, 
or as if by means of, a TAP: CROSS-SECTION 
tap. 2 draw sap from OF A TAP 
(a tree) by cutting in- 
to it. 3 a obtain information or supplies or 
resources from. b extract or obtain; discover and 
exploit (ap the nation’s skills). 4 connect a listening 
device to (a telephone etc.). 5 cut a female screw- 
thread in. on tap I ready to be drawn off by tap. 
2 collog. freely available. [Old English] 0 tapless 
adj. tappable ad). 
tap® e 1. (tapped. 
tapping) 1 itr (fol. 
by at, on) strike a 
gentle but audible 
blow. 2 ¢ strike 
lightly (tapped me on 
the shoulder\. 3 tr. 
foll. by against etc.) 
cause (a thing) to 
strike lightly (/apped a 
lick against il). 4 f (often 
toll. by owt) make a tap or 
taps (tapped out the rhythm) 
e@ 2. 1 aa light blow; a rap. b the sound of this. 
2 a tap-dancing. b A a metal attachment to a 
tap-clancer’s shoe. [Middle English] o tapper zn. 
tapas 7.p/. (often aftrb.) small savoury dishes esp. 
in Spanish style. [Spanish] 


oN 
s head 
shroud 


nel 
\ jumper 


washer 


toe tap. 


heel tap 


TAP SHOES 
UNDERSIDE 


tap-dance e 7. a dance or form of display dancing 
performed wearing shoes fitted with metal taps. 
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COUE) 
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rear dri 
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/ 

ehie 


armoured 


SLAC SAL? 


tape 


sie rhythmical tapping of the toes and heels. 
Lint. perform a tap-dance. 0 tap-dancer 7. tap- 

anne n. 

tape e x. 1 a narrow strip of woven material for 
tying up, fastening, etc. 2 a a strip of material 
stretched across the finishing line of a race. b a 
strailar strip for marking off an area. 3 (in full 
adhesive tape) a strip of adhesive plastic etc. for 
masking, insulating, etc. 4 a W long narrow flexible 
material with magnetic properties used for record- 
ing sound or pictures or data. b a length, reel, o 
cassette of this. 5 = rvre-MeEasure. @ v./r La tie up o1 
join etc. with tape. b apply tape to. 2 (foll. by off) seal 
or mark off an area or thing with tape. 3 record on 
magnetic tape. 0 breast the tape Bri. win a race. 
have (or get) a person or thing taped Bri. collog. 
understand a person or thing fully. on tape 
recorded on magnetic tape. [Old Enghsh| 

tape deck x. a piece of equipment for playing 
audiotapes, esp. as part of a stereo system. 

tape machine 7. a machine for andl 

recording telegraph messages. 


receiving 


tape-measure 7. a strip of tape or thin flexible 
metal marked for measuring lengths. 

taper e 7. 1 a wick coated with wax etc. for convey 
ing a flame. 2 a slender candle. @ v. (often foll. by 
off) 1 int; G fr. diminish or reduce in thickness 
towards one end. 2 #. G int; make or become grad- 
ually less. [from Latin papyrus ‘papyrus’, whose pith 
was used for candle wicks| 

tape recorder 7. an apparatus for recording 
sounds on magnetic tape and afterwards reproduc- 
ing them. 0 tape-record «/:, tape recording 2. 

tapestry 7. (f/. -ies) 1 a a thick textile fabric in 
which coloured weft threads 
woven to form pictures or designs. 
b embroidery imitating this, 
in wools on canvas. ¢ ® a piece of 
such embroidery. 2 events or cir- 
cumstances ete. compared with a 
tapestry in being interwoven etc. 
life’ rich tapestry). {from Old French 
lapisserre| O tapestried ad). 

tapeworm /! 
tinal flatworm of 
toda. > prrasitl 


are 


USL. 


any parasitic intes- 
the class Ces- 


tapioca 7. a starchy substance in 

hard white grains obtained from 
cassava and used for puddings 
etc. [from Tupi-Guarani (a S. American language) 
tipioca| 


- 
TAPE 


Recording tape is a thin plastic strip 
coated with tiny magnetic grains. It 
is usually carried on spools inside 
a cassette. On a blank tape, these 
randomly ordered. 
When recording sound, a 


grains are 


tape head on a tape 
recorder arranges the 
grams to represent the 
sound. Lo wipe the 
tape, an erase head 
clisrupts the pattern. 
direction of 


fipe nrovement 


randomly arranecd 
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TAPESTRY ( USHION 


tape spool, ez 


tarradiddle 


flexible 


snout , 


TAPIR: MALAYAN 
LAPIR 
(Tapirus indicus) 


nocturnal 


tapir /tay-peer/ 7. A any hooled 
mamnial of the genus Tapirus, native to Central 
and 8. America and Malaysia, having a short flexi- 
ble protruding snout. [from Tupi (Brazilian) éapira] 

tapper see rar?, 

tappet 7. a lever or projecting part used in machin- 
ery (o give intermittent motion. 

taproom 7. a room in which alcoholic 
drinks (esp. beer) are available on tap. 

tap root 7. ® a tapering root grow- 
ing vertically downwards. 

tapster 7. a person who draws and 
serves alcoholic drinks at a bar. [Old 
English] 

tap water 7. water from a piped supply. 

tar’ e 7. 1 a dark thick inflammable 
liquid distilled from wood or coal etc. 
and used as a preservative of wood 
and iron, in making roads, as an 
antisepuc, etc. 2 a similar substance 
formed in the combustion of  to- 
bacco etc. @ ifs \tarred, tarring) 


fap 
ryol 


cover with tar. O tar 

and feather smear 

with tar and then TAP ROOT 
cover with feathers as aye 

a punishment. carred CARRO] 


with the same 

brush having the same faults. [Old 
Laelish| 

tar? n. collog. a sailor. [abbreviation 
of rvRPAULIN] 
taradiddle 7. tarradiddle 
esp. Bril. collog. 1a petty lie. 2 pre- 
tentious [l8th-century 
comage | 


(also 


Nonsense. 


taramasalata /ta-ra-mi-sa-lah-ta 
n. (also tarama /ta-ra-ma/) a pinkish paté made 
from the roe of mullet or other fish with olive 


rien frruter tint bare 


I 


at oute) 


Cast 


pinch 
roller 


capstan 


arranged 
magnelic grains 


pressure pad 


lape head 


erase head 


oil, seasoning, etc. [from modern Greek taramas 
‘roe’ + salata ‘salad’] 
tarantella 1. (also tarantelle) 1 a rapid whirling 
dance of southern Italy. 2 the music for this. 
{Italian, from Yaranto, a town in S. Italy| 
tarantula 7. 1 any large hairy tropical spider of 
the family Theraphosidae. > sriner. 2 a large black 
S. European spider, Lycosa tarentula. [from Italian 
tarantola, related to raranrenia (dance once thought 
to be a cure for a tarantula bite)| 
tarboosh 2. a cap like a fez. [from Persian sar-bas 
‘head-cover’ | 
tardy ad). (tardier, tardiest) 1 slow to act or come 
or happen. 2 delaying or delayed beyond the right or 
expected time. [from Latin fardus ‘slow’| c tardily 
adv, tardiness 7. 
tare! n. 1 vetch, esp. as corn-weed or fodder. 2 (in 
pl.) Bibl. an injurious weed resembling corn when 
Yas ia: 15:24-30). [Middle English] 
tare? n. 1 an allowance made for the weight of 
Rs the ae king or wrapping around goods. 2 the 
weight of a motor vehicle without its fuel or 
load. [from Arabic /arha ‘what is rejected’ 
targa 7. (often aétrib.) a type of convertible 
sports car with a roof hood or panel that can be 
removed. [Italian, literally ‘shield’, originally the 
name of a model of Porsche] 
target e 7, 1 > a mark 
or point fired or aimed 
at, esp. a round or rect- 
angular object marked 
with concentric circles, 
2 a person or thing 
aimed at, or exposed to 
gunfire etc. (they were an 
easy target}. 3 (also attrib.) 
an objective or result 
aimed at (target date). 4a 
person or thing against 
whom criticism, abu8e, 
etc., is or may be dir- 
ected. 5 archaic a shield 
buckler, esp. a small 
round one, @ «fr (targeted, targeting or Bri. 
targetted. targetting, 1 identify or single out (a 
person or thing) as an object of attention or attack. 
2 aim or clirect (Mrgeted on major cities). [Middle 
[English in sense “little shield’] 0 targetable ad). 
tariffe 7. 1 a table of fixed charges \a hotel tariff ). 
2 aa duty on a particular class of imports or 
exports. b a list of duties or customs to be paid. 3 Bri. 
standard charges agreed between insurers etc. @ 7/7 
subject (goods) to a tariff. [from Arabic ta’rif/a)| 
tarlatan 7. a thin stiff open-weave muslin. [from 
French farlatane| 
tarmac e #. propr, 1 = vxRMAcAbam, 2 a surface made 
of this, e.g. a runway. @ 7/7: tarmacked. tarmack- 
ing) apply tarmacadam to. 
tarmacadam 7. a material of stone or slag bound 
with tar, used in paving roads et 
tarn nr. 
Norse] 
tarnish e «1 /. destroy the lustre of 
metal etc.). 2 ¢ impair ‘one’s reputation etc.). 3 intr 
(of metal etc.) lose lustre. @ 7. 1 aa loss of lustre. 
b a film of colour formed on an exposed surface 
of a mineral or metal. 2 a blemish; a stain. [hased 
on French terne “dark’| o tarnishable aq). 
taro /tar-oh/ n. (pl. -os) a tropical plant, Colocasia 
esculenta. with tuberous roots used as food. | Polynes- 
ian} 


bullet 
holes 


COTES 


TARGET USED IN FREI 
PISTOL SHOOTING 


a small mountain lake. > ki 


[from Old 


lessen or 


tarot /ta-roh/ n. 1 (in sing or pl.) a any of several 
games played with a pack of cards having five suits. 
one of which is a set of permanent trumps. b &a 
similar pack used in fortune-telling. 2 a any of the 
trump cards. b any card from a fortune-telling 
pack. [French] 
tarpaulin 7. 1 heavy-duty waterproof cloth. origin- 
ally of tarred canvas. 2 a sheet or covering of this. 
tarradiddle var. of 


TARADIDDLE 


rm Or 


tarragon 


TAROT 


Most tarot decks have 78 cards. 
‘These are divided into the major 
and the minor arcanas. The major 
arcana consists of 22 unique cards, 
such as The Lovers and The Moon. 
The minor arcana consists of four 
suits: pentacles, swords, cups, and 
wands, each suit having four court 
cards and ten number cards. 


THE LOVERS 


GUIRS 


tarragon 7. <a bushy aromatic 
herb, Artemisra dracunculus. used in 
salads, vinegar, etc. [from medi- 
eval Greek tarkhén| 
tarry! adj. (tarrier, tarriest) 
of or like or smeared with tar. 
0 tarriness ?. 
tarry® winir (-ies, -ied) archai 
delay. linger, stay, wait. [Micldle 
English] 0 tarrier zn. 
tarsal e adj. of or relating to the 
bones in the ankle. @ 7. a tarsal bone. 
DB ANKLL. SKELL EON 
tarsi p/. of Tarsus. 
tarsier 7. any small large-eyed arbor- 
eal nocturnal primate of the genus 
Tarsius. native to Borneo, the Philip- 
pines, etc.,-with a long tail and long 
hind legs. [French] 


TARRAGON 
tdrtemisia 
dracunculus 


TARTAN 


For hundreds of years. the clans of the 
Scottish Highlands have expressed their 
strong individual identities through the 
wearing of tartans. Each clan has devel- 
oped its own distinctive styles and colours. 


EXAMPLES OF TARTANS 


THE MacLeops THE STEWARTS 


TH FRASLRS CHE GORDONS 


WANDS 


EXAMPLES OF TAROT CARDS 
XN 


BA LUNE | 


Tu MOON 


ax 4 
CAVALIER tf DENIER 


COURT CARD NUMBER CARD 
—— al 


tarsus 7. (f/. tarsi) I Anat. the group of bones 
forming the ankle and upper foot. 2 Cool. the shank 
of a bird’s leg. {from Greek éarsos “flat of the foot, 
rim of the eyelid} 

tart' 7. 1 an open pastry case containing jam etc. 
2 esp. Brit. a pie with a fruit or sweet filling. {from 
Old French farte| o tartlet 7. 

tart’ @7 slang 1 a prostitute; a promiscuous woman. 
2 slang offens. a girl or woman. @ 2. (foll. by up) esp. 
Brit. collog. 1 tr. oneself or a 
thing) up, esp. gaudily. 2 imix dress up gaudily. 
[probably abbreviation of swentHEaRi 


usu. vefl.) smarten 


tart? ad. 1 sharp or acid in taste. 2 (of a remark etc. 
cutting, bitter. [Old English] o tartly adv. tartness n. 

tartan 7. 1 <a pattern of coloured stripes crossing 
at right angles, esp. denoting a Scottish Highland 
clan. 2 woollen etc. cloth woven in this pattern 
often atirib.: a tartan scarf 

Tartar /tar-ta/ \also Tatar ( pronunc, same) except 
in sense 2 of n.) @ x. 1 aa member of a group of 
central Asian peoples ncluding Mongols and Turks 
b the Turkic language of these peoples. 2 ‘tartar 
a violent-tempered or intractable person. @ adj. of 
or relating to the Tartars or their language. [from 
medieval Latin Yerfarus| 0 Tartarian ad} 

tartar 7. 1 a hard deposit that forms on the teeth. 
2 a deposit that forms a hard crust on the inside of 
a wine cask cluring fermentation. See also crit o1 
rakcar. [from medieval Greek fartaron] 0 tartarize 
if. also -ise . 


tartare sauce 7. ‘also tartar sauce} a sauce of 
mayonnaise and chopped gherkins, capers, etc. 

tartaric adj. Chem. of or produced from tartar. 

acid found 


. used in baking powders 


tartaric acid 7. a natural carboxylic 
esp. in unripe grape 

tartrate n. Chem. any salt or ester of tartaric acid. 

tartrazine 7. Chem. a brilliant vellow dve derived 
from tartaric acid and used to colour food etc 

tarty adj. (tartier, tartiest esp. of a 
woman: vulgarly provocative: gaudy; promiscuous. 
D tartily adv. tartiness 7 


CC lloy. 


Tarzan 7. a man of great agility and powerful 
physique. {name of the hero of stories by E. R. 
Burroughs, American writer, 1875 1950] 

tash », (alse a moustache 


tache) co/log. jabbrevi- 


ation] 
task en. a piece of work to be done. @ ¢./ make 
great demands on (a person's powers etc.). O take 


to task rebuke, scold. [from medieval Latin ¢asea] 
task force x. (also task group) .\Vi/. an armed 
force or other group organized for a special opera- 


tion or task 


taster 


taskmaster 2. (em. taskmistress) a person who 
imposes a task or burden, esp. regularly or severely. 

Tasmanian e 7. 1 a native of ‘Tasmania. an island 
state of Australia. 2 a person of Tasmanian 
descent. @ aq. of or relating to ‘Tasmania. 

Tasmanian devil 7. a small bearlike nocturnal 
flesh-eating marsupial, Sarcophilus harnsi, now 
found only in Tasmania. 

Tass n. the official news agency of the former Soviet 
Union, renamed ITAR-Tass in 1992. [initials of 
Russian Telegrafnoe agentstuo Sovetskogo Soyuza “Vele- 
graphic Agency of the Soviet Union’] 

tassel 7. 1 a tuft of loosely hanging threads or cords 
etc. attached for decoration to a cushion, scarf, cap, 
ete. > stixo. 2 a tassel-like head of some plants. 
[from Old French fas(sjel ‘clasp’| 

taste e 7. 1 a the sensation characteristic of a solu- 
ble substance caused in the mouth and throat by 
contact with that substance. b the faculty of 
perceiving this sensation. 2 a small portion of food 
or drink taken as a sample. 3 a slight experience 
(a taste of success). & (often foll. by for) a liking or 
predilection (expensive tastes). 3 aesthetic discern- 
ment in art etc., esp. of a specified kind (a person of 
taste). @ v. 1 & sample or test the flavour of (food 
etc.) by taking it into the mouth. 2 ¢ (also absol.) 
perceive the flavour of (could taste the lemon). 3 tr. (esp. 
with neg.) eat or drink a small portion of (had 
not tasted food for days). 4 tr. have experience of (/asted 
failure). 5 intr. (often foll. by of) have a specified 
flavour (lastes bitter). 0 a bad \or bitter etc.) taste 
collog. a strong feeling of regret or unease following 
an experience etc. to taste in the amount needed 
for a pleasing result. [from Old French fast (n.), 
taster (v.)] 

taste bud 7. ¥ any of the cells or nerve endings 
on the surface of the tongue by which things are 
tasted. & 1oNcu 

tasteful ad. having, or done in, good taste. 
O tastefully ad. tastefulness 7. 

tasteless adj. 1 lacking flavour. 2 having, or done 
in, bad taste. 0 tastelessly adv. tastelessness 7. 

taster n. 1 a person employed to test food or drink 
by tasting it. 2 a small cup used by a wine taster. 
3 an instrument for extracting a small sample from 
within a cheese. 


TASTE BUD 


A taste bud consists of receptor cells and 
supporting cells in the epithehum of the 
tongue. When a substance is chewed, it 
mixes with saliva, which enters the taste 
pores. [his stimulates taste hairs on the 
receptor cells, which in turn transmit an 
impulse to the brain via nerve fibres. 


; taste pore recepl 


tisiz hairs 


SCA DTOON (OR A ENS Eb) 


tasting 


tasting n. a gathering at which food or drink (esp. 
wine} is tasted and evaluated. 

tasty adj. (tastier, tastiest) 1 (of food) pleasing in 
flavour; appetizing, 2 collog. attractive. 0 tastily adr. 
tastiness 7. 

tat! n, Brit. collog. 1 tatty or tasteless clothes; worth- 
less goods. 2 rubbish, junk. 

tat° » (tatted. tatting) 1 intr do tatting. 2 & make 
by tatting. 

tat? see rrr?. 

ta-ta int. esp. Brit. collog. goodbye. [19th-century 
coinage | 

tatami /tai-tah-mi/ ». (in full tatami mat) a rush- 
covered straw mat forming a traditional Japanese 
floor covering. 

Tatar var. of Tyrrak. 

tater n. (also Brit. tatie) collog. = rorvro. [abbrevia- 
tion| 

tatter 7. (usu. in p/.) a rag; an irregularly torn piece 
of cloth or paper etc. 0 in tatters collog. 1 torn in 
many places. 2 (of an argument etc.) rumed. {from 
Old Norse (dtrar *rags’| 0 tattery ad). 

tattered adj. = in fatiers (see 1\ri1R). 

tatting 7. 1 ¥ a kind of knotted lace made by hand 
with a small shuttle and used for trimming etc. 2 the 
process of making this. [1 9th-century coinage] 


TATTING: CHAIN AND RING DATTING 


tattle e@. 1 intr prattle, chatter; gossip idly. 2 ( utter 
(words) idly. @ 7. gossip; idle talk. [from Middle 
Flemish /alelen] 

tattle-tale 7. .\. Amer a tell-tale. esp. a child. 

tattoo! 7. (p/, tattoos) 1 an evening drum or bugle 
signal recalling soldiers to their quarters. 2 an elab- 
oration of this with music and marching, presented 
as an entertainment. 3 a rhythmic tapping or 
drumming. [from Dutch faptoe, literally ‘close the 
tap .of the cask !"] 

tattoo’ e:./. tattoos. tattooed 1 mark ithe skin 
with an indehble design by puncturing it and 
inserting pigment. 2 make (a design) in this way, 
@7.\ pl. tattoos: a design made by tattooing. [Poly- 
nesian| 0 tattooer 1. tattooist 1. 

tatty «dj, \tattier. tattiest) esp. Brit. collug. 1 tat- 
tered; worn and shahby. 2 inferior, 3 tawdry. [ori- 
ginally Scots, literally ‘shagey’] oO tattily ade. 
tattiness /). 

tau /taw/ n. the nineteenth letter of 
alphabet (T, t). [Greek] 

tau cross 7. a [-shaped cross. 

taught /as/ and pas! part. of tuxcu. 

taunt @ 7. an insult; a provocation. @ vr 1 assail 
with taunts. 2 reproach (a person, contemptuously, 
{from French phrase fant pour lant ut for tat’, hence 
a smart rejoinder] 0 taunter n, tauntingly ad. 

tau particle 7. an unstable, heavy, and charged 
subatomic particle 


the Greek 


taupe /tohp/ @ 7. a grey with a tinge of another 
colour, usu. brown. @ adj. of this colour. [French. 
literally ‘mole’ | 

taurine! /tor-cen/ n. Buchem. a sulphur-containing 
amino acid important in the metabolism of fats 
{based on Greek fauros bull} 

taurine’ /tor-[n/ adj. of or lke a bull: bullish 
{froma Latin faunnns| 


Aldebaran 


TAURUS: FIGURE 
OF \ BULL FORMED 
FROM THE SEARS 
OF TAURUS 


Taurus v7. 1 Asfron.& a 
constellation ithe Bull . 2 Astrol, 
a the second of the 
zodiac, & zopiac. b a person born 
when the Sun is in this sign. [Latin, 
literally *bull’] o Taurean adj. & n. 


sign 


taut ad. 1 (of a rope, muscles, etc.) 
tight; not slack, 2 (of nerves) tense. 
[Middle English] o tauten ii: © 
int tautly adi. tautness n. 

tautology 7. (//. -ies) the saying of the 
same thing owice over in different words e.g 
arrived one after the other in succession). [based on Greek 
tu quio ‘the same’| 9 tautological ad. tautologic- 
ally adv. tautologist 1. tautologous «c). 

tavern 7. esp. archaic or literary an inn or public 
house. [from Latin faberna “hut, tavern] 

taverna 7. a Greek restaurant. [modern Greek] 

tawdry ad). tawdrier, tawdriest) 1 showy but 
worthless. 2 over-ornamented, gaudy, vulgar. [from 
tawdry lace, corruption of S¢ Audrey lace] o taw- 
drily adi. tawdriness 7. 

tawny @ adj. \tawnier. tawniest) of an orange- 01 
yellow-brown colour, @ 7”. this colour [from Old 
French /ae] 0 tawniness 2. 

tawny owl 7. 1 a reddish-brown European owl. 
Sty aluco. & owt. 2 (Tawny Owl) collog. the assis- 
tant adult leader of a pack of Brownie Guides, offi- 
cially termed Assistant Brocenie Guider since 1968, 

tax e 7. 1a contribution to state revenue compul- 
sorily levied on individuals, property, or businesses 
often foll. by on: a fav on luxury goods). 2 usu. toll. by 
on, upon) a strain or heavy demand; an oppressive or 
burdensome obhgation. @ ¢./: 1 impose a tax on 
(persons or goods etc.). 2 deduct tax from tincome 
ete... 3 make heavy demands on (a person's powers 
or resources etc.) you fax my patience), 4 (fol, by zeath) 
confront (a person) with a wrongdoing ete. [from 
Latin faxar to censure. charge’| 0 taxable adj. 

taxa pl. of 1\Won. 

taxation 7. the imposition or payment of tax. 

tax avoidance ». Brif. (he arrangement of financial 
affairs to minimize payment of tax. 

tax break 2, collog. a tax concession or 
advantage allowed by government. 

tax-deductible adj. (of expenditure) that 
may be paid out of income before the deduc- 
tion of income tax. 

tax dise n. Bril. a paper disc displayed 
on the windscreen of a motor ve- 
hicle, certifying payment of excise 
duty, 

tax evasion 7. the illegal non-payment 
or underpayment of income tax. 

tax exile ». a person with a high taxable 
income who chooses to live in a country or area 
with low rates of taxation. 

tax haven vv. a country ctce. where taxes are levied 
ata low rate, 

taxie 7. ()/, taxis) 1 a motor car licensed to ply for 
hire and usu. fitted with a taximeter. 2 a boat ete. 
similarly used, @ 7 taxies. taxied, taxiing 01 
taxying; I a inh, (of an aircraft or pilot) 
along the ground uncer the machine's own power 
before take-off or after landing. b fm cause van 
aircraft) to taxi. 2 inh, & fh. go or convey ina taxi. 
[abbreviation of faxuneter cab] 


move 


taxicab 7. = 1\\1 7. |. 

taxidermy 7. the art of preparing, stuffing, and 
mounting the skins of animals. [based on Greck 
fay ‘arrangement’ + derma “skin’| Oo taxidermal 
ad). taxidermice av}. taxidermist ». 


teach 


taximeter 7. an automatic device fitted to a taxi, 

recording the distance travelled and the fare 

payable. 

taxi rank ». (US taxi stand) a place where 

taxis wait to be hired? 

taxiway 7. a route along which an 
aircrafi taxies to or from a runway. 

taxman 7. (//. -men) collog. 1 an 

inspector or collector of taxes. 2 the 
personification of the government 
department dealing with tax. 
taxon 1). (//. taxa) any taxonomic 

group. [back-formation from raonoan | 

taxonomy ». 1 the science of classification, 
esp. of living and extinct organisins. 2 a scheme of 
classification. [from French favonomie] O taxo- 
nomic «dj. taxonomical ad). taxonomically adi. 
taxonomist //. 

taxpayer 7. a person who pays taxes. 

tax return 7. a declaration of mcome for taxation 
purposes. 

tax shelter 7. a means of organizing business 
affairs to minimize payment of tax, 

tax year sce HNANCIVT YEAR, 

tayberry ”. (/)/. -ies) a dark red soft frit produced 
by crossing a blackberry and a raspberry. [named 
after the River Zay in Scotland] 

TB abbr tuberculosis. 

Tb symb. Chem, the element terbiam, 

t.b.a. abb. to be announced. 

T-bar v7. 1 (in full T-bar lift) a type of ski lift in 
the form of a series of inverted T-shaped bars for 
towmng skiers uphill, 2 (often aftr.) a ‘T-shaped 
fastening on a shoe or sandal. 

T-bone ». a }-shaped bone, esp. in steak from the 
thin end of a loi. 

tbsp abr. (also ths); p/. same or tbsps) tablespoon- 
ful. 

Te symb. Chem. the element technetium. 

TCCB abby: (in the UKi Fest and County Cricket 
Board. , 

T-cell n. a lymphocyte of a type produced on 
processed by the thymus gland and active in the 
immune response, 

TCP abhi. Brit. prope a disinfectant and germicide. 
{from @ichlorophenylmethylodasaticyl | 

TD «hy, Tr Veachta Dala, Member of the Dail. 

Te symb. Chem. the clement tellurium. 

te /iwe/ n. (US ti) 1 in tonic sol-fay the seventh note 
of a major scale. 2 the note Bin the fixed-doh 

system, [earlier sz from [tahian} 

tea n. 1 a (in full tea 
plant) an evergreen 
shrub or small tree, 
Gamellia sinensis, of 
India, China, ete. 

b its dricd leaves. 2 a 

drink made by infusing tea 
leaves in boiling water, 3a 

similar drink mace 
fromthe leaves ol 
other plants. 4 a esp. 
Brit. a light after- 
noon meal consisting 
of tea, bread. cakes, 
A ete. b Brit, a cooked 
TEA (Camellia sinensis) evening meal. {1 7th- 
century coinage] 

tea bag ». a small porous bag of tea for infusion. 

tea break », Bri. a pause in work etc. to drink tea. 

teacake 7. Bri. a light usu. sweet bin eaten at tea, 
often toasted. 


fresh leaves 


A 


dried leaves 


tea ceremony 7. an claborate Japanese ritual ol 
serving and drinking tea, as an expression of Zen 
Buddhist philosophy, 

teach elr (past and past part, taught) 1 a give 
systematic information to (a person) or about (a 
subject or skill, b vahsol.) practise this professionally, 
¢ enable (a person: to do something by instruction 


teachable 


and training (laugh! me to sevim; taught me how to dance). 
2 a advocate as a moral etc. principle (my parents 
taught me forgiveness). b communicate, instruct in 
(suffering taught me patience). 3 (foll. by to + infin.) 
a induce (a person) by example or punishment to 
do or not to do a thing (that will leach you to sit still; 
that will teach you not to laugh). b collog. make (a person) 
disinclined to do a thing (J wll teach you to interfere). 
0 teach a person a lesson see Lissov. teach 
school US be a teacher in a school. [Old English] 

teachable adj. 1 apt at learning. 2 (of a subject) that 
can be taught. o teachability n. teachableness 7. 

teacher x. a person who teaches, esp. in a school. 
o teacherly adj. 

tea chest n. a light metal-lined wooden box in 
which tea is transported, 

teach-in 7. an informal lecture and discussion on 
a subject of public interest. 

teaching ». 1 the profession of a teacher. 2 (ofien in 
pl.) what is taught; a doctrine. 

teaching hospital 7. a hospital where medical 
students are taught. 

tea cloth 1. = rea Tower. 

tea cosy 7. a cover to keep a teapot warm. 

teacup 7. I a cup from which tea is drunk. 2 an 
amount held by this, about 150 ml. o teacupful 7. 
( pl. -fuls). 

tea dance 7. an afternoon tea with dancing. 

teak 7. 1 a large deciduous tree, Tectona grandis! 
native to India and SE Asia. 2 its hard durable 
umber, [from Portuguese éeca] 

teal e 7. (pl. same or teals) 1 any of various small 
freshwater ducks of the genus danas, esp. A. crecca. 
2 a dark greenish-blue colour. @ adj. (in full teal 
blue; hyphenated when attr.) of this colour. 
[Middle English] 

tea lady n. Brit. a woman employed to make tea in 
offices ete. 

tea leaf n. a dried leaf of tea, esp. after infusion. 

team e 7. 1 a set of players forming one side in 
a game. 2 two or more persons working together. 
3a set of draught animals. ev. 1 imix G tr (usu. foll. 
by wf) join in a team or in common action (decided 
to team up with them). 2 tr. (foll. by with) match or co- 
ordinate (clothes). [Old English éam ‘offspring’ | 

team-mate 11. a fellow member of a team or group. 

team player 7. a person who plays or works well 
as a member of a team and is not solely concerned 
with his or her own glory. 


team spirit 7. willingness to act as a member of, 


a group rather than as an individual. 

teamster 7. 1 .\. Amer. a lorry driver, esp. a member 
of the Teamsters Union. 2 a driver of a team of 
animals. 

team-teaching 7. tcaching by a team of teachers 
working together, 

teamwork 7. the combined action of a team, 
group, etc., esp. when effective and efficient. 

tea party 7. a party at teatime. 

tea plant see rea 7. la. 

teapot 7. a pot with a handle, spout, and lid, in 
which tea is brewed and from which it is poured. 

tear! /tair/ @ w ( past tore; past part. torn) 1 fr: (often 
foll. by up) pull apart or to picces with some force. 
2 #, a make a hole or rent in by tearing. b make (a 
hole or rent). 3 ¢r (foll. by aay, off, etc.) & intr (foll. 
by af etc.) pull violently or with some force. 4 f 
violently disrupt or divide (the country was torn by civil 
zwar). 5 intr. collog. go or travel hurriedly or mmpetu- 
ously. 6 intr: undergo tearing (he curtain tore down the 
middle). @ n. 1 a hole or other damage caused by 
tearing, 2 a torn part of cloth etc. o be torn 
between have difficulty in choosing between. tear 
apart 1 destroy, divide utterly; distress greatly. 
2 search (a place) exhaustively. 3 criticize forcefully. 
tear one’s hair out behave with extreme desper- 
ation or anger. tear into 1 attack verbally; repri- 
mand. 2 make a vigorous start on (an activity). tear 
oneself away leave despite a strong desire to stay. 


tear to shreds collog. refute or criticize thorough- 
ly. that’s torn it Bri. collog. that has spoiled things, 
caused a problem, etc. [Old English] 0 tearable 
adj. tearer n. ’ 

tear? /teer/ n. 1 a drop of clear salty liquid secreted 
by glands to moisten and wash the eye and shed 
from it in grief etc. 2 a tearlike thing; a drop. 0 in 
tears crying; shedding tears. {Old English] 0 tear- 
like adj. 

tearaway /tair-a-way/ n. Bri. 1 an impetuous or 
reckless young person. 2 a hooligan. 

teardrop 2. a single tear. 

tear duct 7. ¥ a passage through which tears pass 
to the eye or from the eye to the nose. 


upper 


eyelid - 


lacrimal 


TEAR DUCT glands 


lear duct 
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DETAIL O1 


ASMEARODECE 


tearfulfadj. 1 crying or inclined to cry. 2 causing or 
accompanied with tears; sad (a tearful event), 0 tear- 
fully adz. tearfulness n. 

tear gas 7. gas that disables by causing severe irri- 
tation to the eyes (often hyphenated when a/trib.: 
tear-gas canister). 

tearing adj. extreme, overwhelming. violent (in a 
tearing hurry). 

tear-jerker 7. collog. a story, film, ctc. evoking 
sadness or sympathy. 0 tear-jerking n. G altrib.ad). 

tearless «dj. not shedding tears. c tearlessly ad 

tearoom 7. a small restaurant or café where tea 
is served, 

tea rose 7. a hybrid shrub, Rosaxoduata, with a 
scent resembling that of tea. 

tear-stained «ad. foel. L wet with tears. 2 sorrowful. 

tease e ¢./r (also absol.) 1 a make fun of (a person or 
animal) playfully or unkindly or annoy- 
ingly. b tempt or allure, esp. sexually, 
while refusing to satisfy the desire 
aroused. 2 pick (wool, hair, ete.) into 
separate fibres. 3 clress (cloth) esp. with 
teasels. @ 1. 1 collog. a person fond of 
teasing, 2 an instance of teasing, o tease 
out separate by disentangling [Old 
English] o teasingly ad. 

teasel (also teazel, teazle)e 7. 1 any plant of 
the genus Dipsacus, with large prickly heads that 
were formerly dried and used to raise the nap 
on woven cloth. 2 a device used as a substitute 
for teasels. @ vz dress (cloth) with 
easels, [Old Enghsh] 

teaser n. 1 collog. a hard question or task. 
2 a teasing person. 3 esp. C'S a short intro- 
ductory advertisement, trailer for a film, 
cle 

teaset 1. asct of crockery for serving tea. 

tea shop #7. esp. Brit. = t1.,ko0M. 

teaspoon #7. I a small spoon for stirring 
tea. 2 an amount held by this. o tea- 


spoonful ». (//. -fuls), 


TEASEL: 
COMMON LEASEL 


Dipsacus fullonum) 


tectonic 


teat 7. 1 a mammary nipple, esp. of an animal. 
2 Bni. a thing resembling this, esp. a device made 
of rubber etc. for sucking milk from a bottle. [from 
Old French tet] 

tea towel 7. esp. Brit. a towel for drying washed 
crockery etc. 

tea tree n, an Australasian flowering shrub or small 
tree with leaves that are sometimes used tor tea. 

teazel (also teazle, var, of ase. 

TEC /tek/ abbr. Training and Enterprise Council. 

tec n. collog. a detective. 

tech n. (also tec) esp. Brit. collog. 1 a technical 
college. 2 (esp. in phr. high-tech, technology. 

techie /tek-i/ 7. (also techy) (pi. -ies) collog. an 
expert in or enthusiast for (esp. computing) tech- 
nology. 

technetium /ick-nee-shiim/ n. Chem. an arufi- 
cially produced radioactive metallic clement occur- 
ring in the fission products of uranium. [based on 
Greek tekhneétos ‘aruficial’| 

technical adj. 1 of or involving or concerned with 
the mechanical arts and applied sciences (/echnical 
college, a technical education). 2 of or relating to a 
particular subject or craft etc. or its techniques. 
3 (of a book or discourse etc.) using technical 
language. 4 due to mechanical failure (a technical 
hitch). 5 \egally such; such in strict interpretation 
(techmwal assault; lost on a technical point). [based on 
Greek fekhne -art'| 0 technically adv. 

technicality 7. (f/. -ies) 1 the state of being tech- 
nical, 2 a technical expression. 3 a technical point 
or detail (eas acquitted on a technicality). 

technical knockout 7. Bowing a referee’s ruling 
that a contestant has lost because he is not fit to 
continue. 

technician n. 1 an expert in practical science. 2 a 
person skilled in artistic technique. 3 a person 
employed to look after technical equipment and do 
practical work in a laboratory etc. 

Technicolor 7. (often alinb.) 1 propr. a process of 
colour cinematography. 2 (usu. technicolor, Brit. 
also technicolour; col/og. a vivid colour. b artificial 
brilliance. o technicolored ad. 

technique #7. 1 mechanical skill in an art. 2. a means 
or method of achieving one’s purpose, esp. skilfully. 
3 aa manner of performance. b a manner of esp. 
artistic execution in relauon to formal details, 
[French| 

techno 7. a style of popular music making extensive 
use of electronic instruments and synthesized 
sound \also in comb.: lechno-funk, lechno-rock). 

technobabble ». cu/log. incomprehensible techni- 
cal jargon. 

technocracy n. (fi. -ies) 1 the government or 

control of socicty or industry by technical 
experts. 2 an instance or application of this. 

{based on Greek tekAné ‘art’ | 

technocrat 7. an exponent or advocate of 

technocracy. 0 technocratic adj. 

technology n. (fl. -ies) 1 the study or 
use of the mechanical arts and applied sciences. 

2 these subjects collectively. {from Greek tekhnolo 
gid “systematic treatment | o technological 

adj, technologically adi. technologist 1. 
technophile 7. a person who is enthusi- 
astic about new technology. 
technophobe #7. a person who dislikes o1 
fears new technology, 
technospeak ». technical jargon. 
techy! var. of icy. 

techy? var of ict. 

tectonic a¢d/j. 1 of or relating to building o 

construction, 2 Geol, relating to the deformation 

of the Earth’s crust or to the structural 
changes caused by dhis (see viaih HLC1oxstcs). 

D> pan iciomes. [based on Creek teAtan 

‘carpenter | a tectonically ads, 


tectonics 


tectonics 1.p/. (usu. treated as sing) Geol. the study of 
large-scale structural features (cf. pLare recToNics). 
Ted 7. (also ted) Brit. collog. a Teddy boy, 
teddy ». | //. -ies) 1 (in full teddy bear) a soft toy 
bear. 2 a woman’s undergarment combining vest 
and panties. [sense 1: from pet form of Theodore 
Roosevelt. US president, 1858 1919, famous as 
a bear-hunter| 
Teddy boy n. Brit. collog. a youth, esp. of the 1950s, 
affecting an Edwardian style of dress and appear- 
ance, usu. a long jacket and drainpipe trousers. 
tedious ad). tircsomely long: wearisome. {from Late 
Latin aedioyus| 0 tediously ad:. tediousness 1. 
tedium 7. the state of being tedious; boredom. 
[from Latin (aedium| 
tee'n. = 1". [phonetic spelling] 
tee’ e 7. (olf 1 a cleared space from 
which a golf ball is struck at 
the beginning of play for 
each hole. ©  Gou. 
2 <a small support of 
wood or plastic from 
which a ball is struck 
at a tee. @ rin itees. 
teed) (often foll. by 
up) Golf place (a ball, 
on a tee. O tee off 
1 Golf play a ball from 
a tee. 2 rollog. start, begin. [from earlier (17th c.) leaz] 
tee-hee .also te-hee: ev. La titter. 2a restrained o1 
conteniptuous laugh. @ zzz \tee-hees, tee-heed, 
titter or laugh in this way. 
teem! winir 1 be abundant ( Sish teem in these waters) 
2 (foll. by zezth) be full of or swarming with (/eenine 
with fish), [Old English téman ‘to give birth to’| 
teem? «intr (often foll. by dox'n) (of water etc.) flow 
copiously: pour (é/ way teeming wilh rain). [from Old 
Norse tema] 


TEE: GRADUATED 
TEC PEGS 


teen © adj. = TEENAGE, @ 7. = ILENAGLR. 

teenage ad. relating to or characteristic of teen- 
agers. 0 teenaged ad). 

teenager 7. a person from 13 to 19 years of age. 

teens n.f/. the years of one’s age from 13 to 19 
san ane s teens). 

teensy ad). (teensier, teensiest) collog. = TLINY. 

teensy-weensy ad). = 1.IN)-WLrxy. 

teeny adj. \teenier, teeniest) ca/log. tiny. 

teeny-bopper 2. collog. a young teenager, usu. a 
girl, who keenly follows the latest fashions. 

teeny-weeny (ad). very tiny. 

teepee var. of rr. 

tee shirt var. of T-suir. 

teeter vinfr 1 totter: stand or move unsteaclily, 
2 hesitate: be indecisive. [variant of dialect fitter] 

teeth p/. of toorn. 

teethe wmf grow or cut teeth, esp. milk tecth. 
O teething n. 

teething ring 7. » a small ring for 
an infant to bite on while teething, 

teething troubles 7//. initial 
difficulties in an enterprise ete., 
regarded as temporary. 

teetotal adj. advocating or charac- 


terized by total abstinence from 

alcoholic drink. [reduplication of 

1o.\L] G teetotalism 7. TEETHING 
RING 


teetotaller 7». (/’S teetotaler: a 
tectotal person. 
TEFL adi 


language, 


teaching of English as a foreign 

Teflon 2. propr. polyictralluoroethylene. esp. used as 
a non-stick coating for kitchen utensils, 

te-hee var. of iii -iii 

telco n.( p/.-os (Sa telecommunications company: 
abbreviation} 

tele- cam), form 1 ator toa chstance :felehuieess, 2 forme 
ing names of instruments for operating over long 
clistances (televcope, 3 television elecast). 4 done by 


| phone in the handset 
| produces electrical 


circual 
hoard 


PEPEPHONE 


A telephone transforms sound into 
electrical signals and back again. 
When a number is dialled, signals 
are sent to an exchange. 

which routes the call. When jeypad 


the caller speaks, a micro- —— -@ntacts — 


ieares 10 
: fransmiller 
signals, These are sent 


as electric currents along 
wires or as radio waves 
through the air - to the 
receiver of the other 
telephone, where a loud- 
speaker reproduces the 
sound, 


G KG 


. “« A{ 
S 


transmitter 
(microphone) 


transmitter housing . 


connecting lead 


means of the telephone (/elesales). [from Greek féle 
‘far off] 
tele-ad 1. an advertisement placed in a newspaper 
ete. by telephone. 
telecamera 7. 1 a television camera. 2 a camera 
with a telephoto lens. 
telecast e@ 1. a television broadcast. @ w./7. transmit 
by television. o telecaster n. 
telecommunication 7). 1 communication over 
a distance by cable, telegraph, telephone, or broad- 
casting, 2 (usu. in p/.) the branch of technology 
concerned with this. 
telecommute w./n/ work from home, communi- 
cating by telephone, telex, modem, ctc. 0 tele- 
commuter 7). 
telecoms 27. (also telecomms) {also afb.) tele- 
communications (see 1LComMt Mc TION 2). 
teleconference 1. a conference with participants 
in. different locations linked by telecommunication 
devices. 0 teleconferencing ». 
telecottage 7. a centre fitted with office equipment 
(computer, photocopier, fax machine, ete.) for 
people working freelance or at a distance from 
an employer etc. 
tele-evangelist var. of (eLev\Natust. 
telefax n. propr facsimile transmission (see rvesiniit 
hoe. 
telegram 7. a message sent by telegraph and then 
usu. delivered in written form. 
telegraph e 7). 1 a system of or device for trans- 
mitting messages or signals esp. by making and 
breaking an electrical connection. 2. (aftrib.) 
used in this system (telegraph wire). @ v. 1b: send 
a message by telegraph to, 2 i send by tele- 
graph. 3 0. give an advance indication of. 4 ity: 
make signals (delegraphed to me to come up). [trom 
French félégraphe| 0 telegrapher n, 
telegraphic ad. ¥ of or by telegraphs or telegrams. 
2 economically worded. a telegraphically adv. 
telegraphist ». a person skilled or employed in 
telegraphy, 
telegraph pole 2. a pole uscd to carry telegraph or 
telephone wires. 
telegraphy 7. the science or practice of commu- 
mating by telegraph. 
telekinesis n. Pychol. movement of objects at a 
distance supposedly by paranormal means. [based 
on Greek Aiiests Mouton] G telekinetic ad). 
telemarketing w. the marketing of goods ctc. by 
means of telephone calls. 0 telemarketer n. 


telephony 


amplifier 
chip 


ribbon cable 


wires to 
receive? 


. receiver 
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telemessage 7. a message sent by telephone or 
telex and delivered m written form. 

telemeter /ti-lem-i-ter/ @ 7. an apparatus for re- 
cording the readings of an instrument and trans- 
mitting them by radio, @ z. 1 itr record readings 
in this way, 2 ¢r transmit (readings etc.) to a distant 
receiving set or station. GO telemetric adj. telem- 
etry 7. 

teleology ». (//. -ies) Philos. 1 the explanation of 
phenomena by the purpose they serve rather than 
by postulated causes. 2 Theol. the doctrine of 
design and purpose in the material world. [based 
on Greek le/os feleos “end’] 0 teleqlogical adj. tele- 
ologically ad. teleologism n. 

telepath ». a telepathic person. [back-formation 
from TrLcpar iis | 

telepathy /t-lep-agthi/ n. the supposed communi- 
cation of thoughts or ideas otherwise than by the 
known senses. 0 telepathic adj. telepathically 
adv. telepathist 7. 

telephone e 7. I A an apparatus for transmitting 
sound (esp. speech) to a distance, esp. as electrical 
signals. 2 a transmitting and receiving instrument 
used in this. 3 a sy8tem of communication using a 
network of telephones. @ 7. 1 ¢ speak to (a person) 
by telephone. 2 ft send (a message) by telephone. 
3 intr, make a telephone call. Gc on the telephone 
1 having a telephone. 2 by use of or using the tele- 
phone. over the telephone by use of or using the 
telephone. 6 telephoner 7. telephonic adj. tele- 
phonically adv. 

telephone book 7. = 1ceiont. pikectory. 

telephone booth x. a public booth or enclosure 
from: which telephone calls can be mace, 

telephone box 7. Bri/. = rriseiont woorn, 

telephone call 7. = ci. 2. 4. 

telephone directory 7. a book listing telephone 
subscribers and numbers in a particular area, 

telephone exchange 1. = 1..cH ci. 7. 3. 

telephone kiosk 1. Brit. = vii.enovi. soon, 

telephone number 7. 1 a number assigned to a 
particular telephone and used in making connec- 
tions to it, 2 (often in pl.) collog. a number with many 
digits, esp. representing a large sum of money. 

telephone operator 7. esp. ('S an operator in a 
telephone exchange. 

telephonist /ti-lef-6-nist/ n. Brit. an operator in 
a telephone exchange or ata switchboard. 

telephony /ti-lef-6-ni/ ». the use, or a system, of 
telephones. 


telephoto 


telephoto lens 


cama body 


TELEPHOTO LENS ON AN SLR GAMERA 


telephoto 7. (//. -os) (in full telephoto lens) A a 
lens giving a narrow field of view and a magnified 
image. 

telepoint 7. 1 a place where a cordless telephone 
may be connected to the telephone network. 2 a 
system providing or using such places. 

teleport e 7. a centre providing interconnections 
between different forms of telecommunications, 
esp. one which links satellites to ground-based 
communications. @ vir G& intr (esp. in science 
fiction) transport or be transported ‘across space 
and distance instantly. 

telepresence 7. the use of virtual reality technol- 
ogy esp. for remote control of machinery or for 
apparent participation in distant events. 

teleprinter n. Bri. a device for transmitting tele- 
graph messages as they are keyed, and for printing 
messages received. 

teleprompter 7. a device beside a television or 
cimema camera that slowly unrolls a speaker's script 
out of sight of the audience. 

telesales 7.//. selling by means of the telephone 

telescope e 7. 1 » an optical instrument using 
lenses or mirrors or both to make distant objects 
appear nearer and larger. > 
2 = RApIO TELESCOPE. @ 2. 1 fr press or drive (sections 
of a tube, collicing vehicles, etc.) together so that 
one slides into another. 2 intr. close or be driven o1 
be capable of closing in this way, 3 é compress so 
as to occupy less space or ume. [from modern Latin 
lelescopium| 0 telescopic adj. telescopically ad 

telescopic sight 7. ¥ a telescope used for sighting 
on a rifle ete 


OBSLRVATORY, SENTANT. 


telescopic sight 


rifle barrel | 


TELESCOPIC SIGHT ON A BIG-BORI 
HUNTING RIPELI 


teleshopping 7. the ordering of goods by cus- 
tomers using a telephone or direct computer link. 

telesoftware 7, Bri/ software transmitted or broad- 
cast to receiving terminals 

teletext 7. a news and mformation service, in the 
form of text and graphics, from a computer source¢ 
transmitted to televisions with appropriate re 
celvers. 

telethon 7. an exceptionally 
programme, esp. to raise money for a charity. 

teletype @ 7. propr a kind of teleprinter. @ v. 1 itr. 
operate a teleprinter. 2 tr send by means of a 
teleprinter 

televangelist 7. (also tele-evangelist) esp. US an 
evangelical preacher who appears regularly on 
television to promote beliefs and appeal for funds. 
o televangelism 7. 


long television 


televiewer 7. a person who watches television. 
0 televiewing 1”. 
televise ¢./, transmit by television. {back-formation 


from 1.evision| O televisable ad). 


tell 


TELESCOPE 


There are two types of optical telescope: reflectors and refrac- 
tors, In a refractor, light passes through the objective lens to 
form an image, which is magnified by 

the eyepiece. In a reflector, the light - 
bounces off a curved primary mirror 

and on to a flat secondary mirror that 

reflects it into an eyepiece. 
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television 7. 1 a system for reproducing on a screen 
visual images transmitted (usu. with sound) by radio 
signals. > ELLCTROMAGNETIC RADIATION. 2 (in full tele- 
vision set) W a device with a screen for receiving 
these signals. 3 television broadcasting generally. 

televisual ad). relating to or suitable for television. 
Oo televisually ado. 


telex (also Telex; @ 7. an international system of 


telegraphy with printed messages transmitted and 
received by teleprinters using the public telecom- 
munications network. @ z./, send or communicate 
with by telex. [blend of ricprincer and rxcHanct] 
telly. ( past and past part. told) 1 tr relate or narrate 


TELEVISION SET 


A television set uses electromagnetic waves 
to produce a picture; a colour picture is 
made up of three colour signals. These are 
usually sent to three electron guns in a 
cathode ray tube. The guns fire electron 
beams through deflection coils, 
which scan them on to 
the screen. A shadow 
mask allows only one 
beam to hit any one 
phosphor spot, w hich 
then glows in rec. 
green, or blue. 
‘Together, the threc 
colour images make 

a full-colour picture. 


laceplat 
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beams for 
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images , 


in speech or writing (lel! me a story). 2 t make 
known; express in words; divulge (te// me_your name 

3 tr reveal or signify to (a person) ( your face tells me 
everything). 4 tr. utter (don't tell hes). 5 intr, a (often foll. 
by of, about) divulge information or a description; 
reveal a secret. b (foll. by on) collog. inform against. 
6 fr: (foll. by fo + infin.) give (a person) a direction or 
order, 7 & assure (if (rue, I tell you. 8 tr decide, 
determine, distinguish (cannot tell which button to 
press). 9 intr. a (often foll. by on) produce a noticeable 
eflect (/he strain began to tell on me). b have an influ- 
ence (the evidence tells against you). 10 tr, (often absol.) 
count (votes) at a meeting, election, etc. 0 tell 
apart distinguish between (could not tell them apart 


_ electron guns 


deflection 
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electron couls | | 
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TEMPLE 


The structure of a temple is often symbolic. 


In the Aztec temple of Tenochtitlan in Mexico, 


shown here. two shrines dedicated to the 
gods were built at the top of a structure 
symbolizing a mountain. By climb- 

ing it, priests came closer to the 
gods, to whom human sacrifices 
were made. 
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tell off 1 collog. reprimand, scold. 2 count off or 
detach for duty, tell tales report a discreditable 
fact about another. tell the time determine the 
time from the face of a clock or watch. there is no 
telling it is impossible to know (thers no telling what 
may happen). you’re telling me collog. 1 agree 
wholeheartedly. [Old English] 0 tellable wd). 

teller 1. 1 a person employed to reccive and pay out 
money in a bank etc, 2 a person who counts tvotes) 
3 a person who tells esp. stories a teller of tales), 

telling ad. 1 having a marked effect: striking. 2 sig- 
nificant. o tellingly ad. 

telling-off 7. (//. tellings-off) esp. Bri. collog. a 
reproof or reprimand. 

tell-tale 7. 1 a person who reveals (esp. discred- 
itable) information about another. 2 ta/tihi that 
reveals or betrays ca fe/l-lale ymile\, 

tellurium 7. Chem. a rare brittle lustrous. silver- 
white element occurring naturally in ores of gold 
and silver, used in semiconductors. [based on Latin 
tellus -urty “varth’| a telluride n. 

telly 1. ( p/. -ies) esp. Brit. collog. 1 television. 2 a tele- 
VISION set. 

telnet 2. Computing a network protocol or program 
that allows a user on one computer to log in to 
another that is part of the 
network. 


computer same 

telophase ». bio/. the tinal stage of cell division, 
which the nuclei of the daughter cells are formed 
[based on Greek felos “end | 

temazepam 7). \e/, a tranquilizing drug of the 
benzochazepine group. 

temerity 7. 1 rashness. 2 auclacity, impucence. 
{from Latin femeritas| 

temp ¢ollog. @ n. a temporary employee, esp. a sccre- 
tary. @ vide work as a temp. 

temper e 7. 1 habitual or temporary disposition 
of mind esp. as regards composure (a person of a 
placid temper,. 2 irritation or anger Un a fil of temper). 
3 a tendency to have fits of anger (have a lemper). 
4 composure or calmness (keep one’s lemper: lose one’s 
temper). & the condition of metal as regards hard- 
ness and elasticity. @ . LD brine metal or clay: toa 
proper hardness or consistency 20 foll. by zwevha 
moderate or mitigate vith merry). out 
of temper angry, pecvish. [irom Latin: femperar 
‘to mingle’| o temperative «adj. -tempered wd). 
in cams 


feripier purtice 


tempera 7. 1 a method of pamting using an emul- 
sion eg. of pigment with egw. 2 this emulsion. | ftal- 


er LO paint am clistemaper | 
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temperament 7. a person's distinct nature and 
character (a nervous lemperament). [fron Latin lempera- 
mentum. related to ViMeER | 

temperamental «/). Lol or having temperament. 
2 ajof a person) liable to erratic or moody behav- 
iour, b (of a thing, e.g, a machine) working unpre- 
clictably: unreliable. o temperamentally ad. 

temperance ». tb moderation or sell-restraint esp. 
in eating and drinking. 2 a total or partial abstin- 
enee from aleohohe drink. b alirib.) advocating or 
concerned with abstinence. [from Anglo-French 
lemperaunce| 

temperate ad. 1 avoiding excess: sell-restvamed. 
2 moderate. 3 (af a region or climate) character- 
ized by mild temperatures. [from Latin temperate 
‘ningled’| a temperately adi. temperateness /. 

temperature 7. 1 the degree or intensity of heat 
of a body, esp. as shown by a thermometer or 
perceived by touch ete. 2 collog. a body temperature 
above the normal (haze a temperature). 3 the degrec 
of excitement in [from Latin 
h mipnrdtira| 


a discussion etc, 


temperature inversion 7. .\felevrol. = inv i.Rsion 3. 

-tempered com). form having a specified temper 
or disposition (bad-lempered, hol-lempered ). O -tem- 
peredly ad. -temperedness 1». 

tempest 7. a violent windy storm. [from Latin 
fempevtas “season, storm] 

tempestuous adj, 1 stormy. 2 (of a person, 
emotion, ete.) turbulent, violent, passionate, [from 
Late Latin lempestuosus| G tempestuously ad: 
tempestuousness »/, 

tempi //. of iLatro, 

template 7. also templet) 1 a pattern or gauge, 
usu. a piece of thin board or metal, used as a guide 
mn cutting or drilling. 2 a flat card or plastic pattern 
esp. for cutting cloth for patchwork ete. [origimally 
templet] 

temple! 1. Aa building devoted to the worship, or 
regarded as the dwelling place, of a god or gocls on 
other objects of religious reverence. [Old English] 

temple? 7. (olicn in //.) the Mat part of cither side ol 
the head between the forehead and the ear. [from 
Old French] 

templet var. of tiv vi.. 

tempo . (//. -os or tempi; 1 Afus. the speecl at 
which music is or should be played, esp. as charac- 
terisue vealls lempor, 2 the vate of motion or activity 
the tempo of the warts quickening, [Malian| 

temporal w/. 1 of worldly as opposed to spiritual 
allairs: secular 2 ol 


worelating to time. 3 Gran. 


tendency 


relating to or denoting time or tense (lemporal 
conjunction). [based on Latin fempus ons ‘time’| 
Oo temporally adv. 
temporal lobe 7. » cach of 
the paired lobes of the 
brain lying beneath 
the temples, includ- 
ing areas concerned 
with the under- 
standing of speech. 
temporary @ <i). 
lasting or meant to 
last only for a limited 
lume. @ 7. (pl. -ies) a 
person employed tem- 
porarily, [from — Latin 
lemporarius| Q temporar- 
ily ade. temporariness nr. 
temporize ¢:in/r. (also -ise) 1 avoid committing 
oneself so as to gain time. 2 comply 
temporarily, adopt a time-serving policy. 
[from medieval Latin femporizare ‘to 
clelas | 


temporal | 
lobe 


TEMPORAL LOBE 
IN THI 
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tempt ¢./ 1 entice or incite (a person) to do a wrong 
or forbidden thing (lempied him to steal tt). 
2 allure, attract. 3 risk provoking (fate etc.). 0 be 
tempted to he strongly disposed to (/ am lempted to 
question this). [from Latin temptare ‘to handle, test, 
try’ | 0 temptable ad). tempter 7. temptress 7. 

temptation 7. I the act or an instance of tempting; 
the state of being tempted. 2 an attractive thing or 
course of action. 

tempting adj. 1 attractive, inviting. 2 enticing to 
evil. d temptingly adv. 

tempura 7”. a Japanese dish of fish, shellfish, or 
vegetables, fried in batter. [ Japanese] 

ten e 7. | onc more than nme. 2 a symbol for this 
(10. x. NS}. 3a size etc. denoted by ten. 4 ten 
o'clock, 5 a card with ten pips. 6 a set of ten. 
e adj, that amount to ten. Oo ten to one yery prob- 
ably, [Old English] + 

tenable adj. 1 that can be maintained or defended 
against attack or objection (a tenable position). 2 (foll. 
by for, 6y) (of an office ete.) that can be held for (a 
specified period) or by (a specified class of person). 
(French, literally “holdable’] 0 tenability 7. 

tenacious adj. 1 (often foll. by of) keeping a firm 
hold of property, principles, life, etc.; not readily 
relinquishing. 2 (of memory) retentive. 3 holding 
fast. 4 persistent, resolute. 5 adhesive, sticky. [from 
Latin tenax -aci)|] 0 tenaciously ad. tenacious- 
ness /. tenacity 1. 

tenancy 2. (//. -ies) 1 the status of a tenant; posses- 
sion as a tenant. 2 the duration or period of this. 

tenant e 7. 1 a person who rents land or property 
from a landlord, 2 (often foll, by of) the occupant of 
a place. @ it; occupy asa tenant. [from Old French, 
literally *holcding’| 0 tenantless «dj. 

tenant farmer »), 2 person who farms rented land. 


tenantry 1. the tenants of an estate ete. 


tench 7. (f/. same) ¥ a European freshwater fish, 


Tinca tinca, of the carp family. {from Late Latin 
hnca| 


TENCH 
{ Tinea tinea) 


tend! »:i/, 1 jusu. foll. by /) be apt or inclined (tends 
lo lose his temper). 2 serve, conduce. 3 be moving; be 
directed: hold a course (/ends in our direction: tends to 
the same conclusion). {irom Latin tendere] 

tend® «1 & take care of, look after (an invalid, a 
flock, a machine, ete.), 2 ir (foll. by to) esp. US give 
attention to. {Middle English] 


tendency ». ( f/. -ies) 1 (often foll. by fo, fowards) a 


tendentious tent 
leaning or inclination, a way of tending. 2a group ; [ 
within a larger political party or movement. [from || TENNIS TENNIS baseline 
medieval Latin lendentia| : [ere > : Len y aE ee OS) a 
tendentious «dj. devog, (of writing etc.) calculated | } Tennis is played on Nicahanige surfac me both jj \ 
ae pees ae, d d outdoors. The’ aim is to hit the re 
to promote a particular cause or viewpoint. | asekerG dis CANTON 
0 tendentiously adv. tendentiousness 1. | | ball over the net so that it cannot be properly 
tender! w/), tenderer. tenderest 1 easily cut on returned, Players must win at least six games post 
chewed, not tough (lender steak). 2 easily touched or for a set, and need two sets (women) or three 
wounded, susceptible to pain or gricf (a lender heart), sets (men) for the match. ; 
3 casily hurt, sensitive (tender skin). 4 delicate, fragile left service ——— i 
a tender vfadation . 5 loving. affectionate. fond tends ei NE Sebtreree ees ferae fet rice : 
parents). 6 requiring tact or careful handling, ticklish (a racket e" | ih ight 
hdr sey. Tool age carly imamiature af dour years, oy pew en? 
[fron t. in fre] 0 tenderly ad,. tenderness 1. jell curried Ge - b . nen ——- cout 
tender’ ev. 1 by: a offer, present (one’s services, ball — - %& line 
apologies, resignation, ¢tc.). b offer (money etc.) ; ¢ 
as payment. 2 inn. (often foll. by for) make a age 
tender for the supply of a thing or the execution line 
of work. @ 7. an offer, esp. an offer in writing to 
execute work or supply goods at a fixed price. o put 
out to tender seck tenders in respect of (work TENNIS PLAYER, vey ON singles \ centre frambine 
ete.). [from Old French éendye] 0 tenderer 7. RACKET, AND BALL & suieline sighing mage rn 
tender® 7. 1 a person who looks after people or “ A 4 ' 
things. 2 a vessel attending a larger one to supply =" 
stores, convey passengers, ctc. 3 ¥ a special truck | tendril n. 1 » a slender leafless NE i movements such as typing. [based on Greek 
closely c oupled to a steam locomotive to carry fuel shoot by which some climbing tenon ‘tendon’ 
and water. [Middle English] plants cling for support. Zaslen- pn dyi) tenpin n. 1 > a pin used in tenpin bowling. 
vacuum water coal —_ locomotive’s der curl of hair Aue: ; 2 (in pl.) US eas eM Se é 
RDaTEY, PERERA ANE space cab. ; tenebrous ad). /ilerary : tenpin bowling 7. a game in which ten 
filler : dark; shadowy. [Latin pins are bowled at in an alley with hard —_ 
buffer | ’ Hwee! | «= lenebrosus, from lenebrae é rubber or plastic balls. 
‘darkness’} tense! e adj. 1 stretched tight, strained sé 
tenement 7. 1 a room or a set (tense muscle, lense emotion), 2 causing tense- = 
of rooms forming a resi- . ness (a lense moment). @ utr. & intr, make or 
dence within a house or 3 hecome tense. O tense up become 
block of flats. 2 (in full Rae tense. [from Latin fensus ‘stretched’ | ; 


tenement house: (5 & Sc. 
a house civided into andl Ict 
in tenements, {from medieval 
Latin tehementum| 
| tenet 7. a doctrine, dogma, ot 

literally “he etc. holcs’] 

ten-gallon hat 7. a cowboys 
hat. 

tenner 2). esp. Bril. collug. a ten-pound or ten-dollar 
note. 

tennis 7. Aa game in which two or four players strike 
a ball with rackets over a net stretched across a court. 
D BACKHAND, FORLHAND, OVLRARM. [Middle English] 


PLAN 


| brake 
rE ZING 


{[Latin, 


Nealon * principle. 


float 


TENDER? GCULAWAY VIEW Ob 
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| wheel coupling \ 


large broad-brimmed 


tender-eyed adj. 1 having gentle eyes. 2 weak-eyed. 
tenderfoot 1. (//. -feet) a newcomer or 
novice, esp. in the bush or in the Scouts or Guides. 
tender-hearted adj. having a tender heart, easily 
moved by pity etc. 0 tender-heartedness n. 
make 


tennis ball 7. a ball used in playing tennis. > risvis 

tennis court 7”. a court used in playing tennis. 
> (LNNIS 

tennis elbow 7. a painful inflammation of the 
tendons in the elbow caused by or as by playing 
tennis. 


tenderize »./ (also -ise) make tender, esp. 
(neat) tender by beating etc. O tenderizer n. 

tenderloin 7, L the tenderest part of a loin of beet, 
pork, etc. 2 (7S the undercut of a sirloin, 

tender mercies 7./)/. ivon. altcution or treatment 
which is not in the best interests of its recipient. 


tennis racket 7. a racket used in playing tennis. 
CD TENNIS 

tennis shoe 7. a light canvas or leather solt-soled 
shoe suitable for tennis or general casual wear. 


tender spot 7. a subject on which a person is 
touchy. 

tendon 1. 1 Wacord of strong fibrous tissue attach- 
ing a muscle to a bone ete. 2 (in a quadruped) 
= Himsirine mW. 2. [from Greek /endn “sinew’] 0 ten- 
dinitis 7, (also tendonitis). tendinous ad) 


tenon 7, a wooden projection made for msertion 

; into a corresponding cavity esp. a mortis¢) in another 
piece. & povitn. [based on French ten to hold’] 

tenon saw 77. a small saw with a strong brass or steel 
back for fine work. > saw 

tenor /ten-cr/ 7. 1 aa singing voice between bari- 
tone and alto or counter-tenor, the highest of the 
ordinary adult male range. b a singer with this 
voice. ¢ a part written for tt, 2 an instrument, esp. a 
viola, recorder, or saxophone, of which the range is 
roughly that of a tenor voice. 3 ‘usu. foll. by of ) the 

drift of a document or 


TENDONS IN JHE 
HUMAN HAND 


tendon sheath 


heridons 


hati, general purport or 
speech. 4 (usu. foll. by of) a prevailing course, 
> ~ 5 . . 
ae esp. of a person’s life or habits. (Latin, literally 
eo ‘conunuous course | 
ae SOK tenor clef 1. \/u. a clef placing middle C on the 
<x second highest line of the stath. 
~~ S tenorist 7. a person who sings a tenor part or esp. 
ee — who plays a tenor instrument, 
WMS Es aS — . ee, rer : i & 
—_— S = . Se" tenosynovitis x. inflammation and swellmg of 


a tendon, usu. in the wrist, often caused by repeti- 


Oo tensely adv. tenseness 1. 
tense® n. Gram. 1 a form taken by a verb 
to indicate the time (also the continuance 
or completeness) of the action etc. ( present 
tense; imperfect lense). 2 a set of such forms for the 
various persons and numbers. [from Latin tempus 
‘ume’] c tenseless «dj. 
tensile adj. 1 of or relating to tension. 2 capable of 
heing drawn out or stretched. [from medieval Latin 
fensilts|  tensility n. 
tensile strength 2. resistance to breaking under 
tension. 


= 


TENPIN 


tension e 7. 1 the act or an instance of stretching; 
the state of being stretched; tenseness. 2 mental 
strain or excitement. 3 a strained (political, social. 
ete.) state or relationship. 4 electromagnetic force 
ugh tension, low tension). @ v.tr subject to tension, 
[French| 0 tensional adj. tensioner 7. tension- 
less adj. 

tent e 7. 1 ¥ a portable shelter or dwelling of 
canvas, cloth, etc., supported by a pole or poles and 
stretched by cords or loops attached to pegs in the 
ground. 2 Med. = oxvcen rent. @ vr. 1 cover with or 
as with a tent. 2 (as tented adj.) composed of or 


provided with tents (tented village; tented field). [from 
Old French tente] 

impermeable : inner ridge read 
flr sheet Front pole , tent | pol 


peg 


rubber tabs 


orage \ ground sheet 
guyline | space \oup 
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tentacle 


tentacle 7. 1 <a long slender flex- 
ible appendage of an (esp. inver- 
tebrate) animal. used for fecling, 
grasping, or moving, 
pop. CNIDARIAN. 20a thing used 
like a tentacle as a feeler ete. 
{based on Latin femptare “to 
handle, try’| co tentacled ad). 
jalso in comb.). tentacular 
adj, tentaculate adj. 
tentage 7. tents; tenting 
equipment. 
tentative adj. 1 done by 
way of trial, experimen- 
tal. 2 hesitant. not del- 
inite. [from medieval 
Latin fentaticus| 0 tentatively adi, tentativeness ?). 


PLAN SOD 


mud tube ~ 
tentacles 


TENTACLES OF 
\ PEACOCK WORM 


tenterhook 7. o on tenterhooks in a state of 


suspense or mental agitation duc to uncertainty. 

tenth e 7. 1 the position in a sequence correspond- 
ing to the number 10 in the sequence 1-10, 2 some- 
thing occupying this position. 3 one of ten equal 
parts of a thing. @ adj, that is the tenth, [alteration 
of Old English teagoha| 0 tenthly adr. 

tent stitch 7. 1 a series of parallel diagonal stitches. 
2 such a stitch, 

tenuous adj. 1 slight, of little substance enuous 
connection). 2 (of a distinction ete.) oversubte, 
3 thin, slender, small. 4 rarefied. [from Latin tenuis] 
0 tenuously ad:. tenuousness ?! 

tenure 7. 1 a condition, or form of right or tle. 
under which vesp. real) property is held. 2 (olten 
foll. by of) a the holding or possession of an office 
or property. b the period of this, 
3 euaranteed permanent em- 
ployment, esp. as a teacher 
or lecturer atter a proba- 
tionary period. {from Old 
French| 

tenured «¢/). 1 (of an official 
position) carrying a guaran- 
tee of permanent employ- 
ment. 2 fof a teacher. 
lecturer. et( having guar- 
anteed tenure of office. 


poles bound 
togethe) 


smoke 
flap 
tepee /tee-pec/ 7. (also 
teepee, tipi) P a N. 
American Tndian’s 
conical tent. [from 
Sioux “pr | 


TEPEE 
wooden pin 


buffalo hides 


entrant 


T 


tepid ad). 1 slighty warm. 2 uncnthusiastic. [from 
Latin fepidus| 0 tepidity 1. tepidly adi. tepidness 1. 

tequila /t¢-kee-li/ na Mexican liquor made from 
an agave, [from Zeguila, a town in Mexico] 


tera- comb. form denoting a factor of 10'. [fom 
Greek (eras ‘monster’ | 

terabyte 7. Computing a unit of information equal to 
one million million 10 + or tstrictly; 2" bytes 
teraflop 1. Computing a unit of computing specd 
equal to one million million floating-point oper- 
ations per second. 

teratogen 7. \Jed. an agent or factor causing 
malformation of an embryo. 0 teratogenic ad). 

terbium 7. Chem. a silvers metallic clement of the 
lanthanicle series. [named alter Lierby, a village in 
Sweden where it Was discovered] 

terce 7. Le/. the office of the third canonical hou 
of prayer, originally said at the third hour of the 
day (Le. 9 a.m). [variant of rine | 


tercel var ol aie. 


tercentenary e 1. (//. -ies) 1 a three-hundredth 
anniversary. 2 a celebration of this. @ adj. of this 
anniversary, 

terebinth ». a small southern European tree, Pile 
cia terebinthus, yielding resin formerly used as a 
source of turpentine. [from Greek lerebinthos| 
teredo /té-ree-doh/ n, (pl. -os) W any bivalve 
molluse of the genus Teredo, esp 7 navalt. that 
ores Into wooden: ships ete. 

based on Greek fee “to 


wore | 


' 


terete adj. Biol, smwoth 
and rounded: evlindrical. 
from Laun ferey -efts| 
tergiversate /(cr-jiv-er-sayt/ 
vite Le change one’s party or 
principles. 2 make conflicting 
or evasive stuements. [based on Latin fergiversatus 
‘having one’s back turned] Oo tergiversation //, 
teriyaki ». a Japanese dish of fish or meat mari- 
nated in soy sauce and grilled. [Japanese] 


TEREDO? SULELY 
IN WOOD BY 


term e 7. 1 a word used to express a definite 
concept, esp. ia particular branch of study ete, (a 
techucal term). 2 (in pl.) language used; mode of 
expression (ansieered in no tncertain termyi, 3 (in pl) a 
relation or footing (2ee are on familiar terms). 4 (in pl.) 
a conditions or stipulations. b charge or price, 
5 aa limited period of some state or activity ( for a 
term of five years). b a period over which operations 
are conducted or results contemplated (a the short 
term). © a period of some weeks, alternating with 
holiday or vacation, during which instruction is 
given ina school, college, or university, or during 
which a law court holds sessions. 6 Logie a word or 
words that may be the subject or predicate of a 
proposition. 7 Vath. a cach of the two quantities in 
a rauio. b each quantity ina series. ¢ a part of an 
expression joined to the rest by + or (e.g. ab, ¢ in 
a+). 8 the completion of a normal length ol 
pregnaney, @ 0.1, denominate, call (dhe music termed 
classwal), Q come to terms yicld, give way. come 
to terms with 1 reconcile oneself to (a cilhiculty 
ete.) 2 conclude an agreement with. in terms of 
in the language peculiar to, using as 

a basis of expression or thought. 

make terms conclude an agreement. 

on terms on terms of friendship or 

equality, [from Latin ferminus “end, hmit’| 

o termly ad. GS ad. 

termagant 7. an overbearing or brawling 

wonkun [from Ttahan Zriegante, a deity often 
appearing in morality plays} 

terminable «adj. 1 that may be terminated. 

2 coming to an end after a certain time, 

terminal e «dj. La (of a disease) ending 

in death, fatal. b (ofa patient) in the 

last stave of a fatal disease. 

¢ collog. Vuimons, very 

great (terminal laziness). 

2 of or forming a lunit or 

terminus (lerminal station. en Lia 

terminating thing; an extremity, 2 a terminus for 
trains or long-distance buses. 3a departure and 
arrival building for air passengers at an airport. 4a 
pomt of connection for closing an clectric circuit. 
Dm Byrieky. Gikeo. 5 an apparatus for transmission 
of messages user and a computer, 
COMMUNICAHONS cic: 6 installation 
where oil ts stored at the end of a pipeline or at a 
port. [from Latin ferminalis| terminally ade 

terminate «1 fr; GS intr, bring or come to an end. 
2 i end (a pregnancy: belore term by artificial 


between a 


system. an 


means. [based on Latin ferminatus “ended’| 
od terminator /). 
termination 7. 1 the act or an instance ol 


terminating: the state of being terminated. 2 Med, 
an induced abortion, 3 an ending or result of a 
specified kind (a happy termination). O put a termi- 
nation to \or bring to a termination) make an 
enc of, 


termini //, of 11 Rss 


[LRIELDO WORMS 


or 
—2 TERN: 


terrain 


terminological adj. relating to terminology. 
On terminologically ad:. 
terminological inexactitude 1. joc. a lic. 
terminology ». (//. -ies) 1 the system of terms 
used in a particular subjects 2 the science of the 
proper use of terms. [from German Terminologie] 
D terminologist 1. 
terminus 7. (//. termini /-ny/ or terminuses) 
1 a the end of a railway or bus 
route. b Brit, a station at this 
point. 2 a point at the end of a 
pipeline etc. 3 a final point, a 
goal. | Latin, literally ‘end, limit, 
boundary | 
termitary 7. (//. -ies) a nest of 
termites, usu. a large mound ot 
earth. & nisi 


AY TEN eee Tele) 


termite 7. Wa small social imsect of the order 
Isoptera, chicfly Wopical and destructive to timber, 
|based on Latin farmes] 


_ thorax 


head 


large 
abdomen 


itetcc, Nae islNclcoal ba TE wl 


sivong dhidannen 
biting 


jaws 


SOLDIER LERMILL 
TERMITES (.\facrotermes species) 


terms of reference 7./)/. Bril. the definition of the 
scope of an inquiry cte. 
terms of trade 1.//. Bri. the ratio between prices 
paid for imports and those received for exports. 
tern 7. ¥ any scabird of the family Sternidac, like a 
gull but usu. smitller and with a forked tail. 
> stapinp. [of Scancinavian origin] 
ternary adj. 1 composed of three parts. 
2 Afath. using three as a base (/ernary scale). 
[trom Latin /ernarius| 
terrace ev. Lcach of a series of fat 
areas formed on a slope and used for 
cultivation, 2 a level paved area next 
to a house. 3 Brit. a row of houses 
built in one block of uniform style. 
4 Bri. a flight of wide shallow 
steps as for spectators at a sports 
ground, @ v./: form into or provide 
with a terrace or terraces. [from 
Old French] 

» =a terpsichorean «aij. formal 
joc. relating to 
dancing. [from Terp 

vichore. the ancient 
Greek and Roman 

Muse of dance] 

terracotta @e 7. 1 a tnylazed usu, 
brownish-red — carthenware — used 
chiefly as an ornamental building 
material and in modelling, b ® a 
statuette of dis. 2 the brownish- 
red colour of terracotta. @ adj. of 
a brownish-red colour, [Italian, 
literally “baked earth’] 

terra firma 7. dry land, firm 
ground, [Latin, literally ‘firm 
hil’ 

terraform wf: (esp. in science 
fiction) transform (a planet) so as 
to resemble the earth. [from Latin 
terra early | 

terrain 1. besp. Geog & Mil. a tract 
of land esp. as regarded by a phy- 
s- ical geographer or the military 


LIP Th TLRS 
(Serna albifrans) 


TERRACOTTA HIG Ri. OF AN 
ASSYRIAN HOUSEHOLD GOD 


_— 


terra incognita 


tactician. 2 a particular area of knowledge; a 
sphere of influence or action. [from Latin ferrenum 
‘terrene (thing)’] 

terra incognita /in-kog-nee-ta/ n. an unknown 
or unexplored region. [Latin, literally ‘unknown 
land} 

terrapin n. 1 any of various small freshwater turtles 
of the family Emydidae. & cHrontan, 2 (Terrapin) 
Brit. propr. a type of prefabricated onc-storey build- 
ing. [Algonquian| 

terrarium /7. (//. terrariums or terraria) 
1 a vivarium for small land animals. 2» a 
scaled transparent globe etc. containing 
growing plants. [based on Latin ferva 
‘earth’ 

terrazzo /té-rat-soh/ n. (pl. 
-os) a flooring material of 
stone chips set in concrete and 
given a smooth surface. {Italian, 
literally ‘terrace’ | 

terrene adj. 1 of the Earth; earthly, 
worldly. 2 of carth, earthy. 3 of 
dry land; terrestrial. [based on 
Latin ferra ‘earth’ | 

terrestrial @ aj. 1 of or on or relat- 
ing to the Earth; earthly. 2 a of or on dry 
land. b ool. living on or in the grouncl. 
ec Bol. growing in the soil. 3 (of broadcast- 
ing) not using satellites. @ ”. an inhabitant of the 
Earth, {from Latin éervestris] O terrestrially adu 

terrestrial globe n. a globe representing the 
Earth. 

terrible adj. 1 collog. a dreadtul, awful (dhe accident 
was terrible). b (as an intensifier) very great or bad 
(a terrible bore). 2 collog. very incompetent (lernble 
at tennis). 3 ( prredic.) collog. iM {he ate too much and feels 


terrible). 4 ( predic; often foll. by about) collog. full of 


remorse (J feel terrible about it). 5 causing terror: fit to 
cause terror; formidable. [from Latin ferribilis| 
Oo terribleness 1. 

terribly adv. 1 collog. very, extremely (he was lerribly 
nice about #,. 2 in a ternble manner, 

terrier 7. 1 a small dog of various breeds originally 
used for turning out foxes etc. from their carths. 
2 an eager or tenacious person or animal. [from 
Old French (chien) lerrer, literally ‘dog of the (lox 
ete.) earth] 

terrific adj. 1 collog. a of great size or intensity. 
b excellent idid a terrific job). © excessive (making a 
terrific noise). 2 causing terror. [from Latin ferrifiens 
‘frightening | o terrifically adi: 


terrify ¢./7 (-ies, -ied) fill with terror (derrified them 


into submission; is terrified of dogs). [from Latin terri 
care| O terrifyingly adc 

terrine /t(-reen/ ”. Lakindol pate. 2 an carthen- 
ware container, esp. one in which such food 1s 
cooked or sold. [earlier as variant of 1 Riis| 

territorial e adj. 1 of territory (lerrilorial possessions) 
2 limited to a district (the right was strictly territorial) 
3 tending to defend an area of territory. 4 (usu, 
Territorial) of any of the Territories of the US o1 
Canada. e 7. (Territorial) (in the UK) a member 
of the Territorial Army. 0 territoriality 7. terri- 
torially adr. 

Territorial Army 1. (in the UK) a volunteer force 
locally organized to provide a reserve of trained 
and disciplined manpower for use in an emergency 

territorial waters 7./:/, the waters under the juris- 
diction of a state, esp. the part of the sea within a 
stated clistance of the shore. 

territory 7. (//. -ies) 1 the extent of the land under 
the jurisdiction of a ruler, state, city, ete. 2 \Terri- 
tory) an organized division of a country, esp. once 
not vet admitted to the full rights of a state 
3 a sphere of action or thought; a province. 4 the 
area over which a commercial traveller or goocls 
distributor operates. 5 Joo/. an area defended by an 
animal or animals against others of the sani 

species. 6 an area defended by a team or player in 

a gaine. {from Latin ferrtormm| 


TERRARIUM 


terror 7. 1 extreme fear. 2 a a person or thing that 
causes terror. b (also holy terror) co/loq. a formid- 
able person; a troublesome person or thing (the 
heins are little terrors). 3 the use of organized intimi- 
dation; terrorism. {based on Latin terrére ‘to 
frighten | 
terrorist 7. a person who uses violent and intimi- 
| dating methods of coercing a government or 
community. 0 terrorism n. terroristic ad). 
terrorize «lr. (also -ise, 1 fill with terror, 2 usc 
(errorism against. O terrorizer 7. 
terror-stricken ad). (also terror-struck) 
affected with terror. 
terry @ 7. (p/, -ies) a pile fabric with 
the loops uncut, used esp. for towels. 
@ adj. of this fabric. | 1 8th-century 
coinage | 
terse adj. (terser, tersest) 
1 brief, concise. 2 curt, abrupt. 
[originally in sense ‘polished, re- 
fined’: from Latin éersus polished] 
Oo tersely adv. terseness 1. 
tertiary /ter-sher-i/ @ adj. 
1 third in order or rank etc. 
2 (Tertiary) Geol. of or relating to 
the first period in the Cenozoic era. 
e 1. (Tertiary) Geol. this period or system. 
[based on Latin fertius ‘third’} 
tertiary education 7, esp. Bri/, education, esp. in 
a college or university, that follows secondary 
education. 
Terylene 7. Bri/. propr. a synthetic polyester used as 
a textile fibre, 
TESL ahd: 


language 


teaching of English as a second 
tesla w. the SI unit of magnetic flux density. [named 
after N. Yesla, Croatian-born American scienust, 
1856 1945] 
TESSA on. (also Tessa) (in the UK) tax exempt 
special savings account. 
tessellate ./, 1 make [rom tesscrac. 2 Afath. cove 
(a plane surface) by repeated use of a single shape. 
[based on Latin fessel/a “small tessera’] 
tessellated «adj. 1 ol 
or resembling mosaic, 
2 Bot. & cool. regularly 
chequered, 
tessellation ). Lb the act 
or an mstance of tessel- 
lating; the state of 
being tessellated. 2 <4 
an arrangement — of 
polygons without gaps 
or overlapping, esp. Ina 
repeated pattern, 
tessera /tes-¢-ra/ 7. 
pl. tesserae /-rec/) 
1 a small square block 
uscd in mosaic. 2 Gh 
& Rom Antig. a small 
square of bone ete. used 
as a token. Uicket ct 
|Greck, hterally ‘four’|] Gg tesseral ad). 


TESSELLATION 
IN ISLAMIC MOSAIC 


tessitura 7. \/u). the range within which most 
tones of a voice part tall. [Ealian, literally texture | 
test' en. 1 a critical examination or tial of a 
person’s or thing’s qualities. 2 the means of so 
examining; a standard for comparison or trial: 
circumstances suitable for this (success is not a fat 
fes!). 3a minor examination, esp. m1 school spelling 
lest). & Brit, a test match. 5a ground of admission 
or rejection (és ervcluded by our test), © Chem. a veagent 
or a procedure employed to reveal the presence of 
another in a compound, @ uf. PE put to the test: 
make trial (of a person or ding or quality). 2 try 
severely; tax a person’s powers of endurance et 
3 Chem. cxamine by means of a reagent. G put to 
the test cause lo undergo a test. test out put toa 
practical test. [from Latin fesfu(m) ccarthen pol 
o testable ad). testability 7. testee 1 


testimonial 


test? n. » the shell of some 
invertebrates. [from Latin 
testa “tile, jug, shell’ | 

testa 7n. (pl. testae 
/-tce/) Bot. the protect- 
ive outer covering of a 
seed. & sitp. [Latin] 

testaceous ad). 1 Biol. 
having a hard = con- 
Unuous outer covering. 
2 Bol. & ool. of a brick-red 
colour, [related to rvs17] 

testament 7. 1 a will (esp. as! 
wntl and testament). 2 (usu. foll. 
by to) evidence, proof (zs testament lo his loyalty). 3 Bibl. 
a a covenant or dispensation. b (Testament) a 
division of the Christian Bible (see O1p TisrvmMint, 
New Tisi\Ment). ¢ (Testament) a copy of the New 
‘lestament. [from Latin festamentum “a will’] 

testamentary ad. of or by or in a will. 

testate e adj. having Icft a valid will at death. en. a 
testate person. [from Latin /estatus ‘testified | 


TEST OF A SEA 
URCHIN 


testator 7. ( /em. testatrix) a person who has made 
a will. 

test bed x. cquipment for testing aircraft engines 
before acceptance for general use. 

test card x. Brit. a stil television picture transmitted 
outside normal programme hours and designed for 
use in judging the quality and position of the 
mage. 

test case 7. a case setting a precedent for other 
cases involving the same question of law. 

test drive 1. a drive taken to determine the qual- 
ities of a motor vehicle. 0 test-drive wir (past 
-drove; pas! parl. -driven). 

tester’ 7. 1 a person or thing that tests. 2 a sample 
of a cosmetic ete., allowimg customers to try i 
before purchase. 

tester’ n. a canopy, esp. over a four-poster bed. 
[based on Latin festa “ule, shell] 

testes pl. of J1siis. 

test flight w. a {light during which the performance 
of an aircraft is tested. O test-fly xf (-flies; 
past -flew; pas! part. -flown). 

testicle 7. ¥ a male organ that produces spermato- 
Z0a Ctc., esp. one of a pair enclosed in the scrotum 
of aman and most mammals. [from Latin /esticulus 
‘litte witness (of virility)’] 0 testicular ad). 


TESTICLE: \NATOMY | 
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epididymis 


vay 
deferens 


testis 
~ harvest 
dartos 
miasclt 
tunica 
vaginalis F 
- wrotal skin 


testify ¢. (-ies, -ied) 1 if: bear witness (testified to th 
facts). 2 intr, Law give evidence. 3 fh. affirm or declare 
(testified his rearet. testified that she had been present 
4 fr be evidence of, evince. [from Latin festeficar?| 
Oo testifier 1 

testimonial », 1 tesulyme to 
a person’s character, conduct, or qualifications 
2 a gilt presented to a person as aamark of esteem 
ete. [from Old Prench festamoigial | 


1 formal letter ete. 


testimony 


testimony 7. (pi. -ies; 1 Law a statement under 
oath or affirmation. 2 declaration or statement 
of fact. 3 evidence. demonstration (called him in 
testimony: produce testimony). [from Latin lestimonium] 

testing ground 7. 1 a means of experimenting, or 
of testing reaction, worth, etc. 2 a site for testing 
esp. new weapons. 

testis n. (pl. testes) nat. & ool. a testicle. 
D> LNDOGRINL, REPRODUCTIVE ORG Ws. [Latin, literally ‘a 
witness | 

test match 7. a cricket or rugby match between 
teams of certain countrics. 

testosterone 7). Biwi/em. a steroid hormone that 
stimulates development of male secondary sexual 
characteristics, produced mainly in the testes. 

test paper 7». 1 a mimor examination paper. 
2 Chem. a paper impregnated with a substance 
changing colour under known conditions. 

test pilot 7. a pilot who test-flies aircraft. 

test tube 7. ‘hyphenated when attrib.) a thin glass 
tube closed at one end used for chemical tests ete. 
BD itor isci Na 

test-tube baby 1. collog. a baby conceived by in vitro 
fertihzation, 

testy ad). \testier. testiest) irritable, touchy. [ori- 
ginally in sense “headstrong”: based on Old French 
leste*head’| 0 testily ade. testiness 1. 

tetanus 7. a disease caused by the bacterium 
Clostridium tetant, marked by rigidity and spasms of 
the voluntary muscles, [from Greek fefanos “muscu- 
lar spasm’] O tetanic «dj. 

tetany 7. a disease with intermittent muscular 
spasms caused by malfunction of the parathyroid 
glands and a consequent deficiency of calcium. 
[from French (étane] 

tetchy adj. \also techy (-ier, -iest) peevish. irrit- 
able. 0 tetchily ad. tetchiness ». 

téte-a-téte /tayt-ah-tayt/ @ 7. a private conver- 
sation usu. between two persons. @ ade. together in 
private dined téle-a-léte:. @ adj. 1 private, confidential. 
2 concerning only two persons. [French, hterally 
“he aeletoelie st | 

tether e 7. a rope etc. by which an animal is ted to 
confine it to the spot. @ @./r tie yan animal) with a 
tether. O at the end of one’s tether having 
reached the limit of one’s patience, resources, abil- 
ities, etc. [from Old Norse (athr] 

tetra 7». any of various small, often brightly 
coloured topical fish of the family Characicdae, 
frequently kept in aquaria. [abbreviation of 
modern Latin Telragonoplerus “tetragonal finned’. 
former genus name] 

tetra- comb. form :also tetr- before a vowel) 1 four 
tetrapod ), 2 Chem. containing four atoms or groups of 
a specified kind ifefroxide). [from Greek fettares four’) 

tetrad 7. 1 a group of four > Meiosis. 2 the number 
four. [from Greek letras -ados] 

tetragon #7. a plane figure with four angles and four 
sides, [Greek, literally ‘quadrangle’ | 

tetragonal ad). of or like a tetragon. 

tetrahedron 7. (//. tetrahedra or tetrahe- 
drons P a four-sided solid: a triangular-based 
pyramid. [from late Greek (e/raedron “four- : 
sided thing)'] 0 tetrahedral av. 

tetralogy /ti-tral-6ji/ 7». (pl. -ies) a 
group of four related literary or oper- 
atic works, 

tetrameter /ti-tram-i-ter/ 7. Provody a 

of four measures. [from Greck 

letrametros| 


VeTSt 


tetraplegia 1. Ved. = weirdo. [based 
on Greek ple blow, stroke’] og tetraplegic 
adj. & n. 

tetraploid /tet-14-ploid/ Biol. @ adj. of an organ- 
ism or cell having lour times the haploid set of 
chromosomes. @ 7, a tetraploid organism or cell. 

tetrapod #7, 1 Qoo/. an animal with four feet. 2 a 
structure supported by four feet radiating from a 
centre. [from Greek fefrapous} 


oo0 


TETRAHEDRON 


tetrathlon 7, an athletic or sporting contest 
comprising four events for each competitor, esp. 
riding, shooting, swimming, and running. [based 
on Greek athlon ‘contest 7} 

tetravalent ad). Chem. having a valency of four. 

tetrode n. a thermionic valve having four elec- 
trodes. {based on Greek hodos ‘way’ 

Teuton x. a member of a Teutonic nation, esp. a 
German. [from Latin pl. Zeufones] 

Teutonic adj. 1 relating to or characteristic of the 
Germanic peoples or their languages. 2 German. 
Texan @ 74. a native of Texas in the US. 

e@ ad. of or relating to Texas. 

Tex-Mex e 7. the Texan variety of Mexican cook- 
ery. music, Spanish, etc. @ ad. relating to one such 
variety. [blend of Tixax and Ment va] 

text’ n. 1 the main body of a book as distinct from 
notes, appendices, pictures, etc. 2 the original 
words of an author or document, esp. as distinct 
from a paraphrase of or commentary on them. 3 a 
passage quoted from Scripture, esp. as the subject 
of a sermon. 4 a subject or theme. 5 (in pl.) books 
prescribed for study. 6 a textbook, 7 data in textual 
form, esp. as stored. processed, or displayed in a 
word processor etc. [from Latin fev/u “tissue, 
literary style] o textless adj. 

text® « m send someone) an electronic 
text message by mobile phone. 

textbook e@ 7. a book for use in studying, 
esp. a standard account of a subject. 
e@ altrib.ad, 1 exenyplary, accurate. 2 instruc- 
tively typical. 0 textbookish ad. 

text editor . Computing a system or 
program allowing the user to enter and 
eclit text. 

textile @ 1. 1 a woven or bonded fabric: a 
cloth, 2 a fibre, filament, or yarn used for 
weaving cloth ete. @ ad. 1 of or relating 
to textiles or weaving (/e\tile industry). 
2woven levtile fabrics. 3 suitable for weav- 
ing i fertile materials). {from Latin fevtilis] 

text processing 11. (.vnputing the manip- 
ulation of text, esp. transforming it from 
one format to another. 

textual adj. of. in, or concerning a text 
(lextual errors), O textually adi. 

textual criticism 7. the process ol 
attempting to ascertain the correct reading 
of a text. 

textualist 7. a person who adheres strictly to a text. 
O textualism 77. 

textuality 7». 1 the medium of textual language. 
2 strict adherence to a text: textualism. 

texture @ 7, 1 the feel or appearance of a surface 
or substance. 2 the arrangement of threads etc. in 
textile fabric. 3 the arrangement of small con- 
stituent parts. @ 7./: (usu. as textured adj.) provide 
with a texture. [from Latin lextura ‘weaving’| 
o textural adj. texturally adi. textureless i). 

textured vegetable protein see T\P. 
texturize 2/7, (also -ise) (usu. as texturized adj.) 

impart a partucular texture to (fabrics or tood). 
Th symb, Chem, the element thorium. 

Thai /ty/ @ 7. ( p/. same or Thais} laa 
nauve or national of Thailand in SE 
Asia: a member of the largest ethnic 
group in Thailand. b a person of Thai 

descent. 2 the language of Thailand. e 
adj. of or relatine to Thailand or its 
people or language. [That literally “free’] 


two masses of grey matter in the fore- 
brain, serving as relay staGions for sensory 
tracts. © prev. [from Greek thalamos| oO 
thalamic adj. in senses | and 2). 
thalassaemia »). |{ S thalassemia fed. any of a 
group of hereditary diseases caused by faulty 
haemoglobin synthesis and widespread in Mediter- 
ranean, African, and Asian countries. [based on 
Grecvk thalayva ‘sea’. because first known around the 
Meciterrancan| 


TEXT: MOBILE 
PHONTE WILH 
LEST ATES Se 


thalamus #1. ( /)/. thalami) -{na/. cither of 


thank-you 


thalassic adj. of the sea or seas, esp. small or 
inland seas. [French thalassique from Greek thalassa 
‘sea’ | 

thalidomide x. a drug formerly used as a sedative 
but found in 1961 to cause foetal malformation 
when taken early in pregnancy. [from phthalimido- 
wlutan red | 

thalli p/. of tHatius. 

thallium 7. Chem. a rare soft white metallic 
element. [formed as THAW, from the green line in 
its spectrum] 

thallus ». (p/. thalli) a plant-body without vascular 
tissue and not differentiated into root, stem, and 
leaves. & pryorHyrr. [from Greek thallos ‘green 
shoot’] 0 thalloid adj. 

than con. G prep. 1 introducing the second element 
in a comparison ( you are older than he 1s; you are older 
than he). 2 (prec. by other, otherwise, rather) introducing 
the second clement in a statement of difference 
(anyone other than me could have done it, a prefer- 
ence for walching rather than participating, has 
no aim other than to win). [Old English] 


w Usage The treatment of ‘han as a preposition 
makes it acceptable to say You are older than him (see 
sense |) or anyone other than me in less formal 
contexts. See also Usage Notes at pirrrren? 
and o1HkR. 


thanatology 7. the scientific study of death 
and its associated phenomena and practices. 
{based on Greek thanatos ‘death’ | 

thane ». /sf. 1 (im Anglo-Saxon England) a 
man who held land from the king or other 
superior by military service, ranking 
between ordinary freemen and hereditary 
nobles. 2 a man who held land from a Scot- 
tish king and ranked with an earl’s son; the 
chief of a clan. {Old Enghsh  theg(e)n 
‘servant, soldier | 

thank e »/. I express gratitude to (thanked 
him for the present). 2 hold responsible (you can 
thank yourself for that). @ n. (in pl.) 1 grautude 
cexpressed hus heartfelt thanks). 2 an expression 
of gratitude (ge thanks to Heaven). 3 (as a 
formula) thank you (thanks jor your help, thanks 
very much). O give thanks say grace at a 
meal. no (Sr smalli thanks to despite. 
thank goodness (or God or heavens 
etc.) 1 collog. an expression of relief or plea- 
sure. 2 an expression of pious gratitude. thanks to 
as the result of (thanks to my foresight; thanks to your 
obstinacy). thank you a polite formula acknowledg- 
ing a gift or service or an offer accepted or refused 
(see also tnwn-vou). [Old English. related to 1Hivx] 

thankful ad. 1 grateful, pleased. 2 expressive of 
thanks. 0 thankfulness ». 

thankfully adv. 1 in a thankful manner. 2 (qualify- 
ing a whole sentence) disp. Jet us be thankful; fortu- 
nately (thankfully, nobody was hurt). 


mw Usage The use of thankfully in sense 2 is 
extremely common, but it is still considered incor- 
rect by some people. The main reason is that other 
such adverbs, e.g, resrettably, fortunately, etc., can be 
converted to the form i is regrettable, it is fortunate, 
ete., but thankfully converts to one is thankful (that). Its 
use is best restricted to informal contexts. 


thankless adj. 1 not expressing or feeling gratitude. 
2 ‘of a task ete.) giving no pleasure or profit; unap- 
preciated. 3 not deserving thanks. o thanklessly 
ade. thanklessness 7. 

thank-offering n. an offering made as an act of 
thanksgiving, 

thanksgiving 77. 1 a the expression of gratitude, 
esp. to God. b a form of words for this. 2 (Thanks- 
giving or Thanksgiving Day) a national holiday 
for giving thanks to God, the fourth Thursday in 
November in the US, usu. the second Monday in 
October in Canada. 


thank-you 7 colloy. an instance or means of 


that 


THEATRE curtain 

. . Re 
The earliest theatres, built by the proscenium 
ancient Greeks, were open-air arch . 


, Structures, usually set in a natural upstage 


hollow, with a circular dancing and J 
vee 


singing area, a stage, and a semi- 
circular auditorium. Roman and 
Renaissance theatres became 
progressively more elaborate, but 
both kept the audience in front of 
the stage. Elizabethan theatres 
brought the audience closer, and 
this idea developed into the 
modern theatre-in-the-round. 
However, most theatres now have a 
U-shaped seating area in frontof a iff 
stage framed by a proscenium arch. 


wings 


TYPES OF THEATRE 


downstage 


orchestra prt 


ANCIENT GREEK 


expressing thanks {also attrib: a thank-you letter) (cf. 
thank you (see THANK)). 

that e pron. (pl. those) 1 the person or thing indi- 
cated, named, or understood (J heard that, who is that 
im the garden?; I knew all that before; that is not fair). 
2 (contrasted with ¢hzs) the further or less ummedi- 
ate or obvious of two (this bag ty much heavier than 
that). 3 the action, behaviour, or circumstances just 
observed or mentioned (don't do that again). 4 Bri. 
(on the telephone etc.) the person spoken to (eho ts 
that). 5 esp. Brit. collog. referring to a strong feeling 
just mentioned (:A7e you glad?” Tam that). 6 (usu. pl., 
esp. in relative constructions) the one, the person, 
etc., described or specified in some way (‘hose teho 
have cars can take the luggage; those unfit for use; a tabl 
like that described above). 7 (pl. that) usec instead of 
which or whom to introduce a defining clause (the book 


thal you sent me; there 1s nothing here that matters). 


e@ det. (pl. those) 1 designating the person or thing 
indicated, named, understood, etc. (cf. sense 1 of 
pron.) (look at that dog, what was that nore’, things were 
easier in those days). 2 contrasted with ¢his (cf. sense 2 
of pron.) (this bag ts heavier than that one). 3 expressing 
strong feeling (shall not easily forget that day). @ adv. Lo 
such a degree; so (have done that much; wll go that far). 
2 collog. very (not that good), 3 at which, on which, 
etc. (at the speed that he was going he could not stop. 
the day that 1 first met her). @ conj. introducing a subor- 
dinate clause indicating: 1 a statement or hypoth- 
esis (they say that he is better. there is no doubt that he meant 
it). 2 a purpose (we live that we may eat). 3 a result (am 
so sleepy thal J cannot keep my eyes open). 4 a reason or 
cause (if is rather that he lacks the time). 5 a wish (Oh, that 
summer were here!). O all that (foll. by an adj.) very 
(nol all that good). and all that (or and that colloq.) 
and all or various things associated with or similar 
to what has been mentioned; and so forth. like 
that 1 of that kind (is fond of books like that), 2 in that 
manner, as you are doing, as he has been doing, ete. 
(uish they could not talk like that). 3 collog. without 
effort (did the job like that), 4 of that character {he 
zweould nol accept any payment — he is like that). that is 
(or that is to say) a formula introducing or follow- 
ing an explanation of a preceding word or words. 
that’s col/og. you are (by virtue of present or future 
obedience etc.) (that’s a good boy). that’s more like 
it an acknowledgement of improvement. that’s 


ROMAN 


RENAISSANCE 


right an expression of approval or colfog. assent. 
that’s that a formula concluding a narrative or 
discussion or indicating completion of a task. that 
will do no more is needed or desirable. [Old 


English] 


= Usage In sense 7 of the pronoun, tha! usually 
specifies or identifies something referred to, 
whereas who or which need not; compare The book 
that _you sent me ts lost with The book, which you sent me, 
ts lost. That is often omitted in sense 3 of the adverb 
and senses | and 3 of the conjunction, e.g. the day I 
Jist met her, They say he is better. 


thatch 


hazel 


thatch e 7. 1 m a roof covering ae 
‘N 


of straw, reeds, palm leaves, or 
similar material. 2 Brit. collog. 
the hair of the head. @ af: 
falso abyol.) cover with thatch, 
[Old English| o thatcher 1. 

Thatcherism 1. the political 
and economic policies of 
Margaret Thatcher, former 
UK prime minister. 

thaw e 2. 1 intr (of ice or 
snow or a frozen thing) pass 
into a hquid or unfrozen state. 
2 intr. \usu. prec. by das subject) 
(of the weather) become warm 
enough to melt ice etc. (i began 
lo thaw. 3 inte become warm 
cnough to lose numbness etc. 
4 int, become genial. 5 & cause to thaw. 6 &: make 
corcial or animated, en. 1 the act or an instance of 
thawing. 2 warm weather that thaws (@ thaz has set 
in}. 3 Polit. a relaxation of control or restriction. 
{Old English] 

the @ dei. (called the definile article) 1 denoting one or 
more persons or things already mentioned or 
assumed to be famihar (gave the man a reave; shall let 
the matter drop, hurt nyself in the arm went to the theatre). 
2 serving to describe as unique (the Queen: the 
Thames). 3 a (foll. by a defining adj.) which is, who 
are, ete. (ignored the embarrassed MIy Smith; Edward thi 
Seventh). b (toll. by an adj. used as a noun) denoting 
a class described ( from the sublime lo the ridiculous). 
4 with /he stressed) best known or best entitled to 
the name (wo relation to the Aipling: this ts the book on this 


’ 
tie-beam 7 ** 


THATCH: 
STRUNG E OE 
\ THAICHLD ROOD 


theatregoing 


LAYOUT OF 
A MODERN 
THEATRE 


backcloth 
safely curtain 
me oh 
dressing room 
green room | 


stage manager 


wardrobe 
department 


scenery’ 


workshop 


Jootlight 


hehtow 
oprratar 


—_-! 


ELIZABETHAN ENGLISH 


WHEN RE-TNSDHESROUND 


subject), 5 used to point forward to a following quali- 
fying or defining clause or phrase (the hook thal you 
borrowed. the best I can do for you; the hottom of a well). 
6 a used to indicate that a singular noun represents 
a species, class, ete. (the cal loves comfort; has the novel a 
future?). b used with a noun which figuratively rep- 
resents an occupation, pursuit, etc. (zen! on the stage: 
too fond of the bottle), c (foll. by the name of a unit) a, 
per (Op a the pound; £5 the square metre; allow 8 minutes 
to the mile\. d collog. or archaic designating a disease, 
affliction, etc. (the measles, the toothache, the blues). 
7 (foll. by a unit of tune) the present, the current 
(man of the moment; questions of the 
day, book of the month). 8 collog. 
' my, our (fhe dog; the fridge). @ adv. 
preceding comparatives in ex- 
pressions of proportional vari- 
ation) in or by that (or such a) 
degree; on that account (the more 
the merrier; the more he gets the more 
he wants). O all the in the full 
degree to be expected (that 
makes i all the worse). so much 
the in that degree (so much the 
worse for him), [Old English] 


rafler lath 
~ \ 


w Usage In sense 2 of the deter- 
miner, the is dropped from a proper 
noun when it is used attributively. 
e.g. The Thames is popular among 
tourists for its riverboaty, Thames river- 
boats are popular tourist attractions. 


theatre 7. (US theater) 1 a 4 a building or outdoor 
area for dramatic performances. > wottorin. 
b (in full picture theatre) esp. .\. dimen, dustal.. & 
Na cinema. 2 a the writing and production of 
plays. b effective material for the stage (makes guod 
theatre). 3 (in full lecture theatre) a room or hall 
for lectures ete, with seats in tiers. 4 Brit, an operat- 
ing theatre. 5 aa scene or field of action (the theatn 
of war). b (altrib,) designating weapons intermediate 
between tactical and strategic theatre nuclear missiles: 
6 a natural land formation in a gradually rising 
part circle like ancient Greek and Roman theatres 
[from Greek theatron| 

theatregoing ad). (5 theatergoing: frequenung 
theatres, 0 theatregoer 7. 


Bb I 


theatre-in-the-round 


theatre-in-the-round 7. a dramatic performance 
on a stage surrounded by spectators. > rHeai rb 

Theatre of the Absurd ». a drama portraying the 
futility of human struggle in a senseless world. 

theatre sister 7. Sri/, a nurse supervising the nurs- 
ing team in an operating theatre. 

theatric e@ adj. = THLAIRICAL.. @ n. (in pl.) theatrical 
actions. 

theatrical e adj. 1 of or for the theatre; of acting 
or actors, 2 (of a manner, speech, gesture, or 
person) calculated for effect; showy. @ n. 1 (in p/.) 
dramatic performances (amaleur theatricals). 2 (in pl.) 
theatrical actions. 3 (usu. in p/.) a professional actor 
or actress. O theatricalism x. theatricality 7. 
theatricalization 7. theatricalize 7/7; (also -ise). 
theatrically ad. 

thee pron. objective case of rou. [Old English] 

theft 7. the act or an instance of stealing. [Old 
English, related to int] 

their /oss.det. 1 of or belonging to them (their house; 
their own business). 2 disp, as a third person sing. indef- 
inite meaning “his or her’ (has anyone lost their purse?). 
{from Old Norse their(rja] 


w Usage Sce Usage Note at rey. 


theirs poss.pron. the one or ones belonging to or 
associated with them (if 2s theirs; theirs are over here). 
D of theirs of or belonging to them (a friend of 
theirs). [Middle English | 

theism /th’ee-izm/ 7. belief in the existence of 
gods or a god. esp. a God supernaturally revealed 
to man. [based on Greek /heos “god’| 0 theist n. 
theistic ad). 

them e pron. 1 objective case of tues (LL saz them). 
2 collog. they (it them again: is older than them), @ del. 
slang or dial. those ‘them bones). {from Old Norse} 


w Usage See Usage Note at Her. 


thematic ad). of or relating to subjects or topics 
thematic phailately; the arrangement of the anthology is 
thematic). [from Greek thematikos| a thematically 
adv. 

thematic catalogue 1. .\/us. a catalogue giving the 
opening themes of works as well as their names and 
other details. 

theme e 7. 1 a subject or topic on which a person 
speaks, writes, or thinks. 2 ‘fw. a prominent or 
frequently recurring melody or group of notes in a 
composition, 3 CS a school exercise on a given 
subject. @ vir (as themed adj., 1 (ol a leisure park, 
restaurant, event, etc.) designed around a theme to 
unify ambience, decor, etc. 2 (often in comb.) having 
a particular theme (war-themed computer game). [from 
Greek thema] 

theme park 7. an amusement park organized 
round a unifying idea. 

theme song »). (also theme tune) I a recurrent 
melody in a musical. 2 a signature tune. 

themselves pron. 1 a enphat. form ol iHty or 1M. 
b vefl. form of vita vef ateasiry,. 2 in their normal 
state of body or mind (are quite themyelves avainy, 
3 .also themself: disp. wreferring back to an indel- 
Inite pronoun himself, herself; himself or herself 
‘evr cone hept it to themselves). be themselves act in 
their normal. unconstrained manner. 


w Usage [he use of themselves in sense 3 1s consicl- 
ered erroneous by some people. See Usage Note at 
MLY. 


then e adi. 1 at that time (ere then lon busy: then comes 
the trouble: the then existing laws, 2 a next: after that 
then he told me to come in. ® ancl also (then. there are the 
children to considen. © atter all (tw a problem, but then 
that is ichat we an here for, 3a in that case; therefore: 
it follows that hen vou should have said sor. bil what 
vou sav is true hut then ehy did you take at). ¢ amply- 
ing grudging or impatient concession) if you must 
have it so all right then, have if your oun way. d used 
parenthetically to resume a narrative ete. (/he police- 
man. then, knocked on the dom. @ altribad). hat or who 


was such at the time in question (the (hen Duke). 
@ 7. that time (unti/ then). 0 then and there imme- 
diately and on the spot. [Old English] 


u Usage Then should not be used as an adjective if 


it would sound equally well in its usual position, e.g, 
Harold Wilson was the then Prime Munster could equally 
well be Harold Wilson was then the Prime Minister. 


thence ad: (also from thence) archaic or literary 
1 from that place or source. 2 for that reason. 
[Middle English] 

thenceforth «dy. (also from thenceforth) archaic 
or literary from that time onward. 

thenceforward adi. archaic or (ilerary thenceforth. 

theo- comb. form God or gods. [from Greek theos ‘god’ | 

theobromine 2. a bitter white alkaloid obtamed 
from cacao seeds. [from Theobroma, name of the 
cacao genus| 

theocentric adj. having God as its centre. 

theocracy 7. (//. -ies) a form of government by 
God or a god directly or through a priestly order 
etc. O theocrat n. theocratic ad). 

theodolite 7. ¥ a surveying instrument for measur- 
ing horizontal and vertical angles with a rotating 
telescope. [16th-century coinage] 

theologian 7. a person trained tn theology. 

theological adj, of theology. a theologically adv. 

theology ». { //. -ies) 1 the study of theistic religion. 
2 a system of theistic religion. [from Latin éheo/ogia| 
Oo theologist 7. theologize w./, G mir, (also -ise). 

theorem 7. esp. Wath. 1 a general proposition not 
self-evident but proved by a chain of reasoning. 
2 a rule in algebra etc.. esp. one expressed by 
symbols or formulae (Pythagoras’ theorem). [from 
Greek (hedréma ‘speculation, proposition | 

theoretic e adj. = :Hioretic\.. @ 7. (in sing. or pl.) the 
theoretical part of a science ctc. [from Greek 
thearetihos} 

theoretical adj. 1 concerned with knowledge but 
not with its practical application. 2 based on theory 
rather than experience. 0 theoretically adz. 

theoretician 7. a person concerned with the theor- 
etical aspects of a subject. 


theorist 7. a holder or inventor of a theory. 
theorize ». (also -ise) 1 ini evolve or indulge in 
theories. 2 / consider or devise in theory. 0 theor- 
ization 1”. theorizer 7. 

theory n. (pi. -ies 1 a supposition or system of 
ideas explaining something, esp. one based on 
general principles independent of the particular 
things to be explamed (atomic theory: theory of 
evolution). 2 a speculative view (one of my pet theories). 
3 the sphere of abstract knowledge or speculative 


THEODOLITE 


A theodolite is an instrument that enables 
the height and position of distant objects 
to be calculated by measuring the angles 
between a baseline (formed by two known 
positions of the theodolite) and a direct 
line to the object concerned. 


object whose — 
di vane us ; ine of sight 
being measured 


theudalite 
(position Lyi 


theadolite 
(position ey) 
\ angles to be / 
measured 


i a 
‘ \ 
hod Lal 


MUASURING DISTANGE WT PRON THROWOUME 


thermal 


thought (this zs all very well in theory, but how will it work 
in practice). 4 the exposition of the principles of a 
science etc. (the theory of music). [from Greek theora] 

theosophy 2. (//. -ies) any of various philosophies 
professing to achieve a knowledge of God by spirit- 
ual ecstasy, direct intuition, or special individual 
relations, esp. a modern movement following 
Hindu and Buddhist teachings and seeking univer- 
sal brotherhood. [based on Greek theosophos ‘wise 
concerning God’| o theosopher 7. theosophic 
adj. theosophical ad). theosophist x. 

therapeutic /th’e-ra-pew-tik/ adj. 1 of, for, or 
contributing to the cure of disease. 2 contributing 
to general, esp. mental, well-being (she finds walking 
therapeutic). [originally a form of THeRareuvics] 
o therapeutically ade. 

therapeutics 7/.//. (usu. treated as sing.) the branch 
of medicine concerned with the treatment of 
disease and the action of remedial agents. jfrom 
Greek therapeutika| 

therapy 7. (//. -ies) 1 the treatment of physical or 
mental disorders, other than by surgery. 2 a par- 
ticular type of such treatment. [from Greek thera- 
pea ‘healmg’| 0 therapist n. 

there e ad. 1 in, at, or to that place or position (heed 
there for some years; goes there every day). 2 at that point 
(in speech, performance, writing, etc.) (there he 
slopped). 3 in that respect (J agree wnth you there). 
4 used for emphasis in calling attention (_yow there!; 
there goes the bell). 5 used to indicate the fact or exist- 
ence of something (there is a house on the corner). 
en, that place (lives somewhere near there). @ int. 
1 expressing confirmation, triumph, dismay, etc. 
(there! what did [ell you?). 2 used to soothe a child ete. 
(there, there, never mind). 0 have been there before 
collog. know all about it. so there co//og. that is my 
final decision (whether you like it or not). there 
and then immediately and on the spot. there it is 
1 that is the trouble, 2 nothing can be done about 
it, there you are (or go) collog. 1 this is what you 
wanted etc. 2 expressing confirmation, triumph, 
resignation, etc. [Old English} 

thereabouts ad:. (also thereabout) 1 near that 
place (ought to be somewhere thereabouts). 2 near that 
number, quantity, etc. (feo /etres or thereabouts). 

thereafter adi. formal after that. 

thereat adi. archaw 1 at that place. 2 on that 
account. 3 alter that. 

thereby ad. ly that means: as a result of that. 

therefore adi. for that reason; consequently. 

therefrom adv. archaic trom that or it. 

therein adv. formal 1 in that place etc. 2 in that 
respect. 

thereinafter adv. formal later in the same document 
etc. 

theremin 7. an electronic musical instrument in 
which the tone is generated by two high-frequency 
oscillators and the pitch controlled by the move- 
ment of the performer's hand towards and away 
from the circuit. [named after Lev Theremin, its 
Russian inventor. 1896 1993} 

thereof adi. formal of that or it. 

thereon adz. archaic on that or it (of motion or pos- 
Wiens 

there’s conti. 1 there is. 2 there has. 

thereto ad:. forma/ 1 to that or it. 2 in addition. 

thereupon adv. 1 in consequence of that. 2 soon or 
unmediately after that. 

therewith adz, archaic 1 with that. 2 soon or imme- 
cliately after that. 

therm 7. a unit of heat, esp. as the former statutory 
unit ef gas supplied in the UK equivalent to 
100,000 British thermal units or 1.055 x 10° joules. 
[Irom Greek thermé*heat’| 

thermal e «ad. 1 of, for, or producing heat. 
2 promoung the retention of heat (/hermal under- 
wear). @n. 1 A arising current of heated air (used by 
gliclers, balloons, and birds to gain height). 2 (in pl.) 
thermal underwear. 0 thermally adv. 


thermal capacity 


THERMAL 


Air warmed by the sun expands and 
becomes less dense than the surrounding 
air. This creates upcurrents called ther- 

' mals. Birds use these to gain height in an 
energy-efficient way, soaring to the top of 
one then gliding to the base of the next. 


bird ghdes 
upwards 


hird joins 
base of 
thermal 


warm air rising 


BIRD RISING ON A THERMAL 


thermal capacity 7. the number of heat units 
needed to raise the temperature of a body by one 
degree. 

thermal springs 7.//. springs of naturally hot 
water. 

thermal unit 7. a unit for measuring heat. 

thermic adj. of or relating to heat. 

thermionic ad). of or relating to electrons emitted 
from a substance at very high temperature. 

thermionic valve 7. ({'S thermionic tube) a 
device giving a flow of thermionic electrons in one 
direction, used esp. in the rectification of a current 
and in radio reception. 

thermistor x. Electr, a resistor whose resistance is 
greatly reduced by heating, used for measurement 
and control. > resisror. [from thermal resistor 

thermo- comb. form denoting heat. {from Greek 
thermos *hot’, thermé ‘heat’ | 

thermocline 7. 1 a temperature gradient, esp. an 
abrupt one in a body of water. 2 a layer of water 


marked by an abrupt temperature change. [based _: 


on Greek hlinein ‘to slope’ 
thermocouple 7. a thermoelectric device for 


_ measuring temperature, consisting of two wires of 


different metals connected at two points, a voltage 
being developed between the two junctions in 
proportion to the temperature difference. 
thermodynamics 7./)/. 
(usu. treated as sing 
the science of the rela- 
tions between heat and 
other forms of energy. 
Oo thermodynamic (7). 
thermodynamically 
adv. thermodynami- 
cist 7. 
thermoelectric adj. re- 
lating to electricity pro- 
duced by a temperature 
diflerence. O thermo- 
electrically adv. ther- 
moelectricity 7. 
thermogram 7. < 4 
record made In a 
thermograph. 
thermograph 7. 1 an 
instrument that gives a 
conunuous record of 
temperature. 2 an appar- 
atus used to obtain an 


yellow shows hot area 


1 black show's cold area 


THERMOGRAM OF A 
MAN WEARING GLASSES 


image produced by infra-red radiation from a 
human or animal body. 0 thermographic ad). 

thermography 7. Med. the taking or use of infra- 
red thermograms. 

thermoluminescence 7. the property of becom- 
ing luminescent when pretreated and 
subjected to high temperatures, used 
as a means of dating ancient arte- 
facts. oO thermoluminescent ad). 

thermometer 7. » an instrument 


ELECTRONIC 
THERMOMETER 


thigh bone 


strength. 2 mental or moral vigour. [Old English 
théax' ‘usage, conduct | 
they pron. (ofj. them; oss. their, theirs) 1 the 
people, animals, or things previously named or in 
question (pi. of te, sue, rr). 2 people in general (they 
say we are wrong). 3 those in authority (they have raised 
the fees). 4 disp. as a third person sing. indefinite 
pronoun meaning ‘he or she’ (anyone can come if 
they want to; if you have a friend you want lo invite, 
feel free to bring them along). [from Old Norse their] 


digital 

for measuring temperature, clone flay mw Usage The use of they instead of ‘he or she’ 
graduated glass tube containing : Wi (see sense 4 above) is common in spoken 
mercury or alcohol which ex- Gaal English and increasingly so in written English, 
pands when heated. > mercury. although still deplored by some people. It is 
[from French thermométre] 0 ther- par ticularly useful when the sex of the person 
mometric ad. thermome- is unspecified or unknown. Similarly, their can 
try n. icrowave replace ‘his’ or ‘his or her’ and _ themselves 

thermonuclear adj. 1 relating Lae ‘himself’ or ‘himself or herself’, e.g. Everyone 
to or using nuclear reactions that 170: i% must provide their own lunch, Did anyone hurt them- 
occur only at be high tempera- ee selves 1 in 1 the accident? ; 
tures. 2 of, relating to, or involv- oss 
ing weapons in which explosive ™* 9 ineaale contr, 1 they er 2 they would. 
force is produced by thermo- a theyll contr. 1 they will. 2 they shall. 
nuclear reactions (thermonuclear war). Di ahal they’re conir. they are. 

thermopile 7. a set of thermo- they’ve conir. they have. 
couples esp. arranged for measur- thiamine 7. (also thiamin) a vitamin of the 
ing small quantities of radiant heat- : B complex, found in unrefined cereals, 
heat. mee beans, and liver. 

thermoplastic @ adj. that be- up thick e adj. 1 a of great or specified extent 
comes plastic on heating and LIQUID between opposite surfaces (a thick wall; a wall 
hardens on cooling, and is able to YHERMOMETER wo metres thick). b of large diameter (a thick 
repeat these processes. @ 7. a rope). 2 a (of a line ete.) broad; not fine. b (of 
thermoplastic substance. > piastic THERMOMETERS script or type, etc.) consisting of thick lines. 


thermos 27. (in full thermos 
flask, .V. Amer thermos bottle) propr a vacuum 
flask. (Greek, literally “hov] 

thermosetting adj. (of plastics) setting perman- 
ently when heated. o thermoset adj. > pLasiic 

thermosphere 7. the region of the atmosphere 
beyond‘the mesosphere. & \iMospHeri 

thermostat 7. ¥ a device that automatically regu- 
lates temperature, or that activates a device when 
the temperature reaches a certain pomt. [hased 
on Greek séatos ‘standing’] a thermostatic ad). 
thermostatically ad). 


circuit broken / 
healer off 


circuit complete/heater on 


hontalle 
strip bendy 
as it heats up 


flow of 


electrn 


current < temperature 


selector 


THERMOSTAT USLD TO CONLROLL 
\ HE_LATING SYSTEM 


thesaurus ». ( //. thesauri /-ry/ or thesauruses) 
a book that lists words in groups of synonyms and 
related concepts. {from Greck thésauros “weasure’| 

these /i/. of ris. 

thesis n. (p/. theses) Ll a proposition to be main- 
tained or proved, 2 9 dissertation, esp. by a candi- 
date fora degrec. [Greek, literally ‘putting, placing. 
a proposition | 

thespian e ad. of or relating to drama. e 7. an 
actor or actress. [based on Greek Thespis, trad- 
itional originator of Greek tragedy| 

Thess. abby. Tt Testamenu. 

theta /th’ee-ta/ n. the eighth letter of the 
alphabet \©, 9). [Greek] 

thew /thyoo/ n. (often in pl.) 


acssalomians iNew 
Greek 


literary 1 muscular 


3 arranged closely; crowded together; dense. 

4 (usu. foll. by wth) densely covered or filled (air thick 
reith snow). 3a firm in consistency; containing much 
solid matter (a thick paste; thick soup). b made of thick 
material (@ thick coal). 6 muddy, cloudy; impene- 
trable by sight (hick darkness). 7 collog. stupid. 8 a (of 
a voice) inclistinet. b (of an accent) very marked. 
9 collog. timate or very friendly .esp. thick as thieves). 
@ n. a thick part of anything. @ adv. thickly (snow 
was falling thick, blows rained down thick and fast). 
oa bit thick By. collog. unreasonable or intoler- 
able. in the thick of 1 at the busiest part of. 
2 heavily occupied with. through thick and thin 
under all conditions; mn spite of all difficulties. [Old 
English] 0 thickish ad). thickly ad. 

thick ear n. Bril. s/ang the external car swollen as a 
result of a blow (esp. give a person a thick ear). 

thicken & 1 ¢ ©& intr, make or become thick or 
thicker. 2 intx become more complicated (the plol 
thicken). 0 thickener n. 

thickening 7. 1 the process of becoming thick or 
thicker. 2 a substance used to thicken liquid. 3 a 
thickened part. 

thicket 7. a tangle of shrubs or trees. [Old English| 

thickhead 2. co/log. a stupid person. o thick- 
headed adj. thickheadedness 1. 

thickness 7/. 1 the state of being thick. 2 the extent 
to which a thing is thick. 3 a laver of material 
three thicknesses of cardboard ). 4 a part that is thick or 
les between opposite surfaces (steps cud in the thickness 
of the wall), 

thickset ad. 1 heavily or solidly built. 2 set or grow- 
ing close together. 

thick-skinned adj. noi sensitive to criticism. 

thief n. (p/. thieves) a person who steals, esp. 
secretly and without violence. [Old English] 

thieve 2. 1 inf be a thief. 2 #. steal (a thing). [Old 
English] 

thievery 7. the act or practice of stealing, 

thieves f/. of ris. 

thievish adj. given to stealing. G thievishly ad, 
thievishness /. 

thigh 77, 1 the part of the human leg between the 
hip and the knee. & rue. 2 a corresponding part 
in other animals. [fron Old Norse jo] 0 -thighed 
adj. an comb.) 


thigh bone »). = 11.11 « 


T 


thimble x. <a metal or plastic cap, 
usu. with a closed end, worn to 
protect the finger when pushing the 
needle in sewing. [Old English] 
thimbleful x. (//. -fuls) a small 
quantity, esp. of liquid to drink. 
thin e adj. (thinner, thinnest) 
1 having the opposite surfaces close 
together; of small thickness or 
diameter, 2 (of a line) narrow or 
fine. 3 made of thin material (@ thin dress). 4 lean; 
not plump. 5 not dense or copious (din hair). 6 of 
slight consistency (a thin paste). 7 weak (a thin voice). 
8 (of an excuse, clisguise, etc.) flimsy or transparent. 
@ adv. thinly (cul 7 thin). @ v. (thinned, thinning: 
1 & int, make or become thin or thinner. 2 0. @ 
intr. (often toll. by oul) make or become less dense or 
crowded or numerous. 3 i (often foll. by out) 
remove some of a crop of (seedlings etc.) or some 
young fruit from (a vine or tree) to improve the 
growth of the rest. c have a thin time Bri. collog. 
have a wretched or uncomfortable time. on thin 
ice see cr. thin end of the wedge sec wrnc.. 
thin on top balding, [Old English] 0 thinly ad. 
thinness 1. thinnish adj. 

thin air 7. a state of invisibility or non-existence 
(vanished into thin air. 


THIMBLE 


thine arhair or dial. @ poss.pron. of or belonging to 
thee (it is thine. @ poss.det. (before a vowels = tty 
(fl up thine eyes). [Old English] 
thing ». 1 a material or non-material entity, idea, 
action, ete,, that is or may be thought about or 
perceived, 2 an inanimate material object. 3 an 
unspecified object or item (have a few things to hi, 
4 an act. idea, or utterance (a silly thing to da). 5 an 
event (an unfortunate thing to happens. 6 a quality 
patience ts a useful thing). 7 expressing pity, allection, 
ete. (poor thing! ). 8 a specimen or type (lhe latest thing 
in hats), 9 collag, one’s special interest (iol muy thing). 
10 csp. Brit, collog. something remarkable (now there 
a thing!) 11 \prec. by the) collog, a what ts conven- 
tionally proper or fashionable. b what is needed or 
required (just the thing). e what is to be considered 
(the thing is, shall we go or not?). d what is important 
(the thing about them is thetr rehability, 12 \in_ pl.) 
personal belongings or clothing. 13 (in pl.) equip- 
ment | painting things). 1411 pl.) affairs in general (not 
in the nature of things). 15 (in pl.) circumstances or 
conditions (things look good). 16 \m pl. with a follow- 
ing adjective) all that is so describable (all things 
(eck). Q do one’s own thing co/log. pursuc one’s 
own interests or inclinations. do things to collog. 
affect remarkably, have a thing about co/log. be 
obsessed or prejudiced about. make a thing of 
rollog. 1 regard as essential, 2 cause a fuss about. 
one (or just one of those things ¢o//loy. some- 
thing unavoidable or to be accepted. [Old English} 
thingummy 7. (/)/. -ies) also thingamy, thing- 
amabob or thingumabob, thingamajig or 
thingumajig: collug. a person or thing whose 
name one has forgotten or does not know or does 
not Wish to menuon. 
thingy #. (//. -ies) = rHINGUMI, 
think e 7. { fay! and fay! part. thought: 1 fr ifoll. by 
thal + clause} be of the opinion. 2 t% (fol. by thar 
+ clause or fo + infin. pudge or consider tis thought lo 
bea fraud). 3 intr. exercise the mind (let me think for a 
moment). 4 mtr foll. by of or about a consider: be or 
become aware of anh of you constantly. b form o1 
entertain the idea of ‘couldn't think of such a thing). 
ce choose mentally (hink of a number; 5 bh. have a 
half-formed intention / think Fl vay. 6 tr form a 
conception of (eannal think how). 7 by reduce by 
thinking vannat Mink away a toothache. 8 b. recognize 
the presence or existence of the child thought no 
harm), 9h. Moll, by fo + infin. intend or expect thinks 
fo decewe us. LO 4, Voll, by fo + infin,, remember (did 
not think to lock the door, @ n, collag. av actof thinking 
have a tink). 0 think again revise one’s plans 
opinions, think aloud utter one’s thoughts as soon 
as they occur think back to recall .a past event on 


BG 4 


time). think better of change one’s mind about 
(an intention) after reconsideration. think fit sec 
m', think for oneself have an independent mind 
or attitude. think little (or nothing) of consider 
to be insignificant or unremarkable. think much 
(or highly) of have a high opinion of. think on (or 
upon) achaic think of or about. think out 
1 consider carefully. 2 produce (an idea etc.) by 
thinking. think over reflect upon in order to reach 
a decision. think through reflect fully, upon (a 
problem etc.). think twice use careful consider- 
ation, avoid hasty action, etc. think up collog. 
devise. [Old English] o thinkable ad). 

thinker 7. 1 a person who thinks, esp. in a specified 
way (an original thinker). 2 a person with a skilled or 
powerful mind, 

thinking e@ adj. using thought or rational judge- 
ment. @ 2. 1 opmion or judgement. 2 (in i.) 
thoughts; courses of thought. 

think-tank 7. a body of experts providing advice 
and ideas on specific national and commercial 
problems. 

thinner 7, a volatile liquid used to dilute paint etc. 

thinnings 77.)/. plants, trees, etc. which have been 
removed to improve the growth of those remain- 
ing, 

thin-skinned adj. (of a person) sensitive to re- 
proach or criticism: easily upsct. 

thio- com. form sulphur, esp. replacing oxygen in 
compounds (/hio-acid ). [from Greek theion| 

thiopentone 7. Pharm. a barbiturate drug used, 
usu, as the sodium salt, as a general anaesthetic ancl 
a hypnotic. 

thiosulphate 7. a sulphate in which one oxygen 
atom is replaced by sulphur. 

third e 7, 1 the position in a sequence correspond- 
ing to that of the number 3 in the sequence | 3. 


2 something occupying this position. 3 each of 


three equal parts of a thing. 4= tino ctr. 5 Aas. 
a an interval or chord spanning three consecutive 
notes in the diatonic scale (e.g. C to E). b a note 
separated from another by this interval. 6 Bri. 
aa place in the third class in an examination, 
b a person having this. @ ad. that is 
the third. [Old English] o thirdly 
ade. 

third age ». the period in life of active 
retirement: old age. 

third-class e adj. 1 belonging to or 
travelling by the third class. 2 of lower 
quality; inferior. @ adz. by the third 
class. 

third class n. 1 the third-best 
group or category, esp. of hotel and 
train accommodation. 2 a the third 
lughest division im an examination 
test. b a place in this. 

third degree e 7. (usu. prec. by /he) long and 
severe questioning esp. by police to obtain infor- 
mation or a confession, @ adj. (third-degree) 
denoting burns of the most severe kind. 
affecting lower layers of Ussue. 

third force 7. a political group or party 
acting as a check on conflict between 
two Opposing parties. 

third man », Crickel 1 a ficlder positioned near the 
boundary behind the slips. 2 this position. 
CD CRICKLI 

third party e ». 1 another party besides the two 
principals. 2 a bystander etc. @ ad. (third-party 
Brit. (of insurance, covering damage or injury 
suffered by a person other than the insured. 

third person #). 1 = jinn pvniy, 2 see pigson 3. 

third-rate «d). inferior: very poor in quality. 

Third Reich ». the Nazi regime, 1933 45. 

third way 7. any option regarded as an alternative 
to two extremes, csp. a political agenda which is 
moderate and based on general agreement rather 
than leli- or right-wing. 


flower head 


THISTLE: WOOLLY 
BIS UE ks 


(Girsium eriophorun) 


thorn 


Third World 7. (usu. prec. by the) the developing 
countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 

thirst @ 7. 1 a physical need to drink liquid, or the 
discomfort caused by this. 2 a strong desire or crav- 
ing. @ v.znlz: (often foll. by fa*or after) 1 feel thirst. 
2 have a strong desire. [Old English] 

thirsty adj, (thirstier. thirstiest) 1 feeling thirst. 
2 (of land, a season, etc.) dry or parched. 3 (often 
foll. by jor or after) eager. 4 collog. causing thirst 
Vhirsty work), a thirstily adc. thirstiness 7. 

thirteen e 7. 1 one more than twelve. 2 a symbol 
for this (13, xiii, XII). 3 a size ete, denoted by 
thirteen. @ adj. that amount to thirteen. [Old 
English] 0 thirteenth adj. & n. 

thirty @ 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the product of three and ten. 
2 a symbol for this (30, xxx, XXX). 3 (in p/) the 
numbers from 30 to 39, esp. the years of a century 
or of a person’s life. @ adj. that amount to thirty. 
{Old English] o thirtieth ad. © n. 

Thirty-nine Articles 7.//. a series of points of 
doctrine historically accepted as representing the 
teaching of the Church of England. 

thirty-year rule 1. a rule that public records may 
be open to inspection after a lapse of thirty years. 

this e jon. ( p/. these) 1 the person or thing close at 
hand or indicated or already named or understood 
(this is my cousin). 2 (contrasted with that} the person 
or thing nearer to hand or more immediately in 
mind. 3 the action, behaviour, or circumstances 
under consideration fs won't do at all). 4 on the 
telephone): a Bri. the person speaking (hes 1s Fane). 
b US the person spoken to who is this’). @ det. ( pl. 
these) 1 designating the person or thing close at 
hand ete. (cf. senses 1, 2 of pron.). 2 (of ume): a the 
present or current (a// this week). b relating to today 
(this morning). © just past or to come (gone these three 
weeks). 3 collog. (m narrative) designating a person or 
thing previously unspecified (then up came this police- 
man). @ adv. to the degree or extent indicated (did not 
reach this far). this aind that collog. various unspeci- 
ficcl examples of thimgs (esp. trivial). this here s/ang 

this particular (person or thing). this much the 
amount or extent about to be stated 
\L know. this much, that he was not there). 
this world mortal life. [Old English] 
thistle n. 1 < any of various 
prickly herbaceous plants of the 
genus Cirsium, Carlina, or Carduus 
etc. (daisy family), usu. with 
globular heads of purple 
flowers, 2 this as the 
Scottish national emblem. 

[Old English} 

thistledown 7. a light fluffy 

down attached to thistle seeds 
and blown about in the wind. 
thistly adj. overgrown with thistles. 
thither adi. archaic or formal to or towards 
that place. [Old English] 

tho’ var. of iHotGH. 

thole 7. (in full thole-pin) 1 a pin in the 
gunwale of a boat as the fulerum for an 
oar. 2 cach of two such pins forming a 
rowlock, [Old English ‘hol ‘fir-tree, peg”| 
thong ». 1 a narrow strip of hide or 

leather. 2 Auvtral.. NO. & NM. Amer. = rie. 
rior 1. 3a skimpy bathing garment like a G-string. 
Old English] 

thorax ». (f/. thoraces /thor-a-secz/ or 
thoraxes) .{nat. & ool. the part of the trunk 
between the neck and the abdomen. © pees. 

Greek| 0 thoracal ad. thoracic adj. > vericers 

thorium 7. Chem. a radioactive metallic clement. 

named after TAor, Scandinavian god of thunder] 

thorn 1. 1 a stiff sharp-pointed projection on a 

lant. 2 \also thorn bush, thorn tree) a thorn- 

vearing shrub or tree. a thorn in one’s flesh jor 
side, a constant annoyance. on thorns con- 
unuously uncasy, esp. in fear of being detected. 

Old English] a thornless adj. thornproof ad). 


sp in y 
bract 


thorn apple 


thorn apple 7. 1 » a poisonous plant of 
the nightshade family, 
Datura stramonium. 2 the 
prickly fruit of this. 

thorny adj. (thornier, 
thorniest) 1 having 
many thorns. 2 (of a sub- 
ject) hard to handle with- 
out offence; problematic. 
0 thornily adv. thorniness 7. 

thorough adj. b complete and 
unqualified; not superficial (a thor- 
ough change). 2 acting or done with 
great care and completeness (the report 
zs most thorough). 3 absolute (a thorough nuisance). [ori- 
ginally in sense ‘through’: Old English] 0 thor- 
oughly adv. thoroughness 7. 

thoroughbred e adj. 1 of pure breed. 2 of out- 
standing quality; first-class. @ x. 1 a thoroughbred 
animal, esp. a horse. 2 (Thoroughbred) a breed of 
racehorses originating from English mares and 
Arab stallions, > Horse 

thoroughfare 2. a road or path open at both ends, 
esp. for traffic. 

thoroughgoing adj. 1 uncompromising; not super- 
ficial. 2 (usu. attrib.) extreme: out and out. 

thorp ». (also thorpe) archaic a village or hamlet. 
[Old English] 


w Usage Thorp(e) is now usually found only in place , 
names, e.g. Scunthorpe. 


those f/. of rar. 
thou! pron. (0b). thee; poss. thy or thine; pl. ye or 
you) second person singular pronoun. [Old 


English| 


a Usage 7hou has now been replaced by you except 
in some formal, liturgical, dialect, and poetic uses. 


thou? n. (p/. same or thous) collog. 1 a thousand. 
2 one-thousandth. 

though (also tho’) @ con. 1 despite the fact that 
(though wt was early we went to bed). 2 (introducing a 
possibility) even if (ask hint though he may refuse). 3 and 
yet; nevertheless (she read on, though not to the end). 4 in 
spite of being (ready though unwilling). @ adv. collog. 
however; all the same. [from Old Norse tho] 

thought! 7. 1 the process or power of thinking; the 
faculty of reason. 2 a way of thinking characteris- 
tic of or associated with a particular time, people, 
etc. (medieval European thought). 3 sober reflection or 
consideration. 4 an idea or piece of reasoning , 
produced by thinking. 5 (foll. by of + verbal noun,” 
or éo + infin.) a partly formed intention or hope 
(gave up all thoughts of winning). 6 (usu. in pl.) what one 
is thinking; one’s opinion (any thoughts on this?). 7 the 
subject of one’s thinking {my one thought was to get 
away). 8 (prec. by a2) somewhat (seems to me a thought 
arrogant). 0 give thought to consider; think about 
in thought thinking, meditating, take thought 
consider matters. [Old English] 0 -thoughted adj. 
(in comb.). 

thought? pas! and past part. of tink. 

thoughtful adj. 1 engaged in or given to medi- 
tation. 2 (of a book, writer, etc. giving signs ol 
serious thought. 3 (often foll. by of) (of a person 
or conduct) considerate. 0 thoughtfully ad 
thoughtfulness 7. 

thoughtless ad. 1 careless of consequences or 
of others’ feelings. 2 due to lack of thought. 
0 thoughtlessly ad:. thoughtlessness ». 

thought police 7. a group of people who aim to 
suppress ideas that deviate from the way of think- 
ing that they beheve to be correct. 

thought-provoking = ad). 
thought. 

thought-reader 7. a person supposedly able to 
perceive another's thoughts. 0 thought-reading 7. 

thousand e 1. (//. thousands or (in sense 1) 
thousand) {in sing. prec. by @ or one) 1 the product 
of a hundred and ten. 2a symbol for this (1,000, m, | 


stimulating serious 


THORN APPLE 
(Datura stramonium) 


thread e 7. 1 a a spun-out fila- 


M). 3a set of a thousand things. 4 (in sig. or pl.) 
collog. a large number. @ adj. that 
amount to a thousand. [Old 
English] 0 thousandfold aq). 
& adv. thousandth adj. & n. 
thrall 7». literary 1 (often 
foll. by of, to) a slave (of a 
person, or a power or imflu- 
ence). 2 a state of slavery (zn thrall). 
{from Old Norse thrél/| 0 thraldom un. 
(also thralldom). 
thrash ev. 1 ¢ beat severely, esp. with a 
stick or whip. 2 ¢ defeat thoroughly in a 
contest. 3 itr. act like a flail. 4 zér. (foll. by 
about, around) move or fling the hmbs about 
violently or in panic. @ 7. 1 an act of thrashing. 
2 Bri. collog. a party, esp. a lavish one. 0 thrash out 
discuss to a conclusion. [Old English] 


0 thrasher 7. thrashing 7. y Spool 


ment of cotton, silk, glass, etc.; 
yarn. b a length of this. 2» a 
thin cord of twisted yarns used 
esp. in sewing and weaving, 
3 anything regarded as thread- 
like with reference to continuity 
(the thread of hfe). 4 the spiral 
ridge of a screw, 5 (in pl) slang 
clothes. @ utr 1 a pass a thread 
through the eye of (a needle). 
b (often foll. by ¢hrough) pass 
(a thread etc.) through a hole 
or series of holes. 2 put (beads) 
on a thread. 3 arrange (mater- 


ial in a strip form, e.g. film THREAD: 
or magnetic tape) in the SPOOLED COTTON 
THREAD 


proper position on equipment. 
4 make (one’s way) carefully 
through a crowded place etc. 5 form a screw 
thread on. o hang by a thread be in a precarious 
state, position, etc. [Old English] 5 threader 7. 
threadlike ad). 
threadbare adj. 1 (of cloth) so worn that the nap is 
lost and the thread visible. 2 (of a person) wearing 
such clothes. 3 a hackneyed. b feeble (a threadban 
EXCUSE). 
thread vein 7. a very slender vein visible through 
the skin. 
threadworm 7. any of various csp. parasitic 
threadhke nematode worms. 
thready ad). |threadier, threadiest) 1 of or like a 
thread. 2 (of a person’s pulse) scarcely pereepuble. 
threat 7. 1 aa declaration of an mtention to punish 
or hurt. b Law a menace of bodily hurt or injury, 
such as may restrain a person’s freedom of action. 
2 an indication of something undesirable coming 
(the threat of war\. 3 a person or thing as a likcly 
cause of harin etc. [Old English ¢hréa/ ‘affliction’| 
threaten 7/7, 1 make a threat or threats against. 
2 be a sign or indication of (something un- 
desirable), 3 (foll. by fo + infin.) 
announce one’s intention to do 
an undesirable or unexpected 
thing, 4 (also absol.) give 
warning of (harm 
etc.) (the clouds were 
threatening rain). 5 (as 
threatened adj.) (of 
a species ete.) in 
danger of becoming 
rare or extinct. [Old 
English| o threatener 7. 
threateningly «ad: 
three e 7. 1 a one more 
than two. b a symbol for 
this (3, iti, [Hy 2 a size ete 
denoted by three. 3 three 
o'clock. 4 a set of three. 
5 a card with three pips. 
e@ ad that amount to 
three, [Old English] 


straw 
shaker 


7 


wheels 


pulley to 


THRESHER: /YTH-CENLURY STEAM-DRIN EN 


thresher 


three-cornered adj. 1 triangular. 2 (of a contest 
etc.) between three partics as individuals. 
three-dimensional ad. having or appearing to 
have length, breadth, and depth. 
threefold ad. & adv. 1 three times as much or as 
many. 2 consisting of three parts. 
three-handed adj. 1 having or using three hands. 
2 involving three players. 
three-legged race 7. a running race between 
pairs, one member of cach pair having the left leg 
ued to the right leg of the other. 
three-line whip 7. (in the UK) a written notice, 
underlined three times to denote urgency, to 
members of a political party to attend a parlia- 
mentary vote. 
three parts n.p/. G adv. (as adv. often hyphenated) 
three-quarters. 
threepence 7. Byi/. the sum of three pence, esp. 
before decimalization. 
threepenny /threp-é-ni/ ad. Brit. costing three 
pence, esp. before decimalization. 
threepenny bit 7. /zs/. a former coin worth three 
old pence. 
three-piece aiirib.adj. (esp. of a suit or suite) consist- 
ing of three items. 
three-ply e adj. of three strands, webs, or thick- 
| nesses. @ 7. 1 three-ply wool. 2 three-ply wood. 
three-point turn 7. a method of turning a vehicle 
round in a narrow space by moving forwards, back- 
wards, and forwards again in a sequence of arcs. 
three-pronged adj. haying three parts, goals, or 
lines of attack (‘hree-pronged strategy). 
three-quarter e 7. (also three-quarter back) 
Rugby any of three or four players just behind the 
half-backs. @ adj. 1 consisting of three-quarters of 
something. 2 (of a portrait) going down to the hips 
or showing three-fourths of the face. 
three-quarters e 7.//. three parts out of four; the 
greater part. @ adv. to the extent of three quarters; 
almost, very nearly. 
three Rs 7.f/. (prec. by ‘he) reacing, writing, and 
arithmetic, regarded as the fundamentals of learn- 
ing. 
threescore 7. a/v/aic sixty. 
threesome 7. a group of three persons. 
threnody 2. (also threnode) (i. -ies or thren- 
odes) I a lamentation, esp. on a person's death, 
2 a song of lamentation. [based on Greek fthrenos 
‘wailing | o threnodial ad). threnodic adj. thren- 
odist 7, 
threonine 7. Biochem. an amino acid, considered 
essential for growth. [based on ¢éreose, name of a 
sugar] 


thresh 7. 1 /y beat out or separate grain from (corn 
ete. 2 mir = rurasi uv. 4.0 thresh out = thrash out. 
[variant of 1HRAsH] 

thresher 7. 1 ¥ a person or machine that threshes. 
> COMBINI. HARVESTER. 2 a shark, Alopias vulpinus, with 
a long upper lobe to its tail. & sHark 


drive belt attached 


to traction engine 


gram 


hopiper , 


opening 


drive drum. _for corn , 


atlachment 


gram! Jo) gran 


lextl for 
chaf/ eh 


ator 


LURISHER 


threshing floor 


threshing floor 7. a hard level floor for threshing 
esp. with flails. 
threshold ». 1 a strip of wood or stone forming the 
bottom of a doorway and crossed in entering a 
house or room etc, 2 a point of entry or beginning. 
3 Physiol. & Psychol. a limit below which a suimulus 
causes no reaction {pain threshold). 4 (often attrib.) 
esp. Bril. a step in a scale of wages or taxation. [Old 
English, related to 114x.5H in earlier sense ‘to tread’) 
threw /as/ of rHrow. 
thrice ade. archaic or literary 1 three times. 2 (esp. in 
comb.) highly (thrice-blessed). [Old English] 
thrift 1. 1 frugality; economical 
management. 2 <a plant of 
the genus rmena, esp. the 
& sea pink. [from Old Norse, 
related to tHRiv1.] 
thriftless ad. wasteful, im- 
provident. o thriftlessness 7. 
thrift shop 7. (also thrift 
store) csp. US'a shop sell- 


ing second-hand items 
usu, for charity. 
thrifty ad. (thriftier, 


thriftiest) 1 cconomical, 
frugal. 2 thriving, prosper- 

ous. 0 thriftily adi. thrifti- 

ness /!. 

thrill e 7. 1 a wave or nervous tremor of emotion 
or sensation (@ thrill of joy; @ thrill of recognition). 
2 a throb or pulsation. @ & L int: feel a thrill Uhrilled 
lo the sound). 2 0. a cause to fecl a thrill of excite- 
ment or emotion. b (as thrilled adj.) collog. 
delighted, pleased. 3 intr quiver or throb with or as 
with emotion. [Old English ¢hyrlian ‘to pierce’ 
o thrilling ad). thrillingly ad: 

thriller 7. an exciting or sensational story or play 
etc., esp. one involving crime or espionage, 


x) 
DARED = 
Armeria maritima 


thrips 7. (f/, same) a minute black insect of the 
order Thysanoptera, some members of which are 
injurious to plants. [Greek, literally ‘woodworm’ | 

thrive jini (past throve or thrived; /as! part. 
thriven or thrived) 1 prosper or flourish. 2 grow 
rich. 3 (of a child, animal, or plant) grow vigor- 
ously, [from Old Norse thrifask, literally ‘to grasp 
oneself” | 

thro’ yar. of tHRoUGH. 

throat 7. 1 a the windpipe or gullet. b the front part 
of the neck containing this, 2 /i/erary a a voice, esp. 
of a songbird. b a thing compared to a throat, esp. 
a narrow passage, entrance, or CXIt. cut one’s 
own throat bring about one’s own clownfall. ram 
jor thrust; down a person’s throat force 
(a thing) on a person’s attention, [Old English] 
o -throated ad). (in comb. 

throaty ad). throatier. throatiest: I (of a voice 
hoarsely resonant. 2 guttural; uttered in 
the throat. o throatily a. throatiness n. 

throb e «inf, \throbbed. throbbing 
1 palpitate or pulsate, esp. with more than 
the usual rapidity. 20 vi- 
brate or quiver with a persistent rhythin 
or with emouon. @ 7. La throbbing, 2 a 
palpitation or esp. violent 
pulsation, [Middle English] 


force or 


throe 7. (usu. in p/.) La violent 
pang, esp. of childbirth or 
death. 2 anguish. 0 in the 
throes of struggling with the task 
of. [Middle English] 
thrombosis ». (//. thromboses the 
formauon of a blood clot in the vascu- 
lar system. [Greek, literally *curdling’} 
0 thrombotic ad). 
throne e ». 1» a chair of 
State for a sovereign or bishop 


ete. 2 sovercign power wean !0 
te thrones. @ vir place on a 
throne. [from Greek throne 


‘Ingh sea’ | PROM TI 


Bob 


THRONE? GOLD-PLALTLO TIIRONI 


[ANKHAMINS COMB, EG’ PF 


throng e 7. 1 a crowd of people. 2 (often foll. by of) 
a multitude, esp. in a small space. @ 2. Lint, come in 
ereat numbers. 2 ¢: fill with or as with a crowd 
(crowds thronged the streets). [Old English] 

throstle n. Bri!. a song thrush. [Old English] 

throttle e 7. 1 a (in full throttle-valve) ¥ a valve 
controlling the flow of fuel or steam etc. in an 
engine. b (in full throttle-lever) a lever or pedal 
operating this valve. > ovrsosrn. 2 the throat, 
gullet, or windpipe. @ vt I choke or strangle. 
2 prevent the utterance etc. of. 3 control (an engine 
or steam cte.) with a throtde. 0 throttle back (or 
down) recluce the speed of (an engine or vehicle) 
by throttling, {Middle English] 


Juel jel 
inlet 4 


throttle 


throttle- 
valve. 


choke 


THROTTLE-VALVE: GARBURETIOR OF V CAR 
SHOWING THROPTLL-VALVES 


through also thro’, (8 thru, e@ fre). 1a from end 
to end or from side to side of. b going mn one side or 
end and out the other of. 2 between or among 


(swam through the waves). 3 from beeinning to end of 


vead through the letter). 4 because of, by the agency, 
means, or fault of t¢hrough carelessness; 5.4. Amen wp 
to and including (.\oenday through Friday; @ ade. 
1 through a thing; from side to side, end to end, or 
beginning to end would not let us through). 2 having 
completed tesp. successfully) fare through their evams). 
3 so as to be connected by telephone (zz! put you 
through). @ attrib.adj. V of a route etc.) done without 
a change of line or vehicle etc. or with one ticket. 
2 iof wraffic) going through a place to its destin- 
ation. 3 \of a road) open at both ends. a be 
through collog. 1 (often foll. by with) have finished. 
2 often foll. ly zith) cease to have dealings. 3 have 
no further prospects (ts ¢hrough as a_ politician). 
through and through 1 thoroughly, completely. 
2 through again and again, (Old English] 
throughout e fe). right through; from end to end 
of, @ adv, in every part or respect (rotien throughout) 
throughput ”. the amount of material put through 
a process. esp. 1 Manufacturing or computing. 
throve fay/ of iki... 
throw @ @:/r. (fas! threw; past part. 
thrown) | propel with some force 
through the air or in a particular 
direction, 2 force violently into a 
specified position or state (/hrown on 
lo the racks). 3 compel sucldenh 
to be in a specified condition 
(reas thrown out of work). & turn 
or move (part of the boc 
quickly or suddenly (reve an 
arm out), 3 project or cast ta 
shadow, a spell. cte.,. 6 a bring to 
the ground mn wrestling. b (of a 
horse) unseat tits rider). 7 collog. 
disconcert. (the question threw me 
8 oll. by on. aff, ete put yclothes 
ete.) hasty on or off ete. 
9 a cause idice to fall on a 
table. b obtain a specified 
number: by throwing dice. 
10 cause to pass or extend 
suddenly to another state o1 
position hie a bridge across) 


thrush 


11 move (a switch or lever) so as to operate it 
12 form (ceramic ware) on a potter’s wheel. 
13 have (a fit ctc.). 14 give (a party). 15 collog. lose 
(a contest or race etc.) intentionally. e 7. 1 an act of 
throwing. 2 the distance a thing is or may be 
thrown (a record throw’). 3 the act of being thrown in 
wrestling, 4 esp. .V. elmer a a light cover for furni- 
ture. b (in full throw rug) a light rug. 5 (prec. by a) 
collog. each; per item (sold al £10 a throw). 0 throw 
about (or around, 1 throw in various directions. 
2 spend (one’s money) ostentatiously. throw away 
1 cliscard as useless or unwanted. 2 waste or fail to 
make use of (an opportunity ete.). 3 discard (a play- 
ing card). 4 Theatr speak (lines) with deliberate 
underemphasis. 5 (in passive; often foll. by on) be 
wasted (the advice was thrown away on him). throw 
back 1 revert to ancestral character. 2 (usu. in 
passive; foll. by on) compel to rely on (was thrown back 
on his savings). throw cold water on sec Gop. 
throw down cause to fall. throw down the 
gauntlet (or glove) issue a challenge. throw 
one’s hand in I abandon one’s chances in a card 
game. 2 withdraw from a contest. throw in 
1 interpose (a word or remark). 2 include at no 
extra cost. 3 throw (a foothall) from the edge of the 
pitch where it has gone out of play. 4 Cricket ete. 
return (the ball) from the outfield. throw in one’s 
lot with see 101. throw in the towel admit 
defeat. throw light on sec icin’, throw off 
1 discard; contrive to get rid of. 2 write or utter in 
an offhand manner. throw oneself at seck bla- 
tantly as a spouse or sexual partner. throw one- 
self into cngage vigorously in. throw oneself on 
(or upon) 1 rely completely on. 2 attack. throw 
open (often foll. by fo) } cause to be suddenly or 
widely open. 2 make accessible. 3 invite gencral 
discussion of or participation in. throw out 1 put 
out forcibly or suddenly. 2 discard as unwanted. 
3 expel (a troublemaker etc.). 4 put forward tenta- 
tively. 3 reject (a proposal or bill in Parliament). 
throw over desert or abandon. throw stones 
cast aspersions. throw together I asscmble hastily. 
2 bring into casual contact. throw up 1 abandon. 
2 resign from. 3 collog. vomit. 4 erect hastily. 5 bring 
to notice. throw, one’s weight about (or 
around) ¢o/log. act in a domineering or over- 
asseruve manner. [Old English (hrdwan ‘to twist, 
turn’ | 0 throwabké ad. thrower n. (also in comb). 
throwaway e «ij. 1 meant to be thrown away afte) 
(one) use. 2 (of spoken lines etc.) deliberately 
underemphasized. 3° wasteful (throwaway society). 
ena thing to be thrown away alter tone) use. 
throwback ». 1 reversion to ancestral character. 
2 an instance of this. 
throw-in 7. the throwing in of a hall during a 
match, from the sideline to restart play, from a 
hcleing position in the outfield, cte. 
throw-over al/ri).adj. that can be thrown over (esp. 
a hed, sola, as a decorative cover. 
throw rug seo (Ko 7. +b. 
thru (Svar. of iirotou. 
thrum' e «| (thrummed. 
thrumming, 1 f play (a 
stringed instrument) Monoton- 
ously or unskilfully, 2 inn. 
wften foll. by on, drum idly. 
ev. 1 such playing. 2 the 
resulting sound. 
thrum’ e ». 1 (in weaving: the 
unwoven end of a warp 
thread, or the whole of such 
ends, left when the finished web is 
cut away. 2 any short loose 
thread, @ xf \thrummed. 
thrumming) make of or cover 
with thrums. {Old English] 
Othrummer ». thrummy a7). 
thrush’ 7. ® any small or 
medium-sized songbird of the 
family Turdidae, esp. a song 
thrush or mistle thrush. (Old 
Lnelish| 


THRUSH: 
SONG THRESH 


\Turdus philomelos) 


thrush 


thrush? 7. 1 a infection by the yeastlike fungus 
Candida albicans, causing white patches in the mouth 
and throat. b similar infection of the vagina. 
2 inflammation affecting the frog of a horse’s foot. 
[17th-century coinage] 

thrust e 2. (past and past part. thrust) 1 # push with 
a sudden impulse or with force (thrust the letter into my 
pocket). 2 tr (foll. by on) impose (a thing) forcibly; 
enforce acceptance of (a thing) (had it thrust on me). 
3 intr. (foll. by at, through) stab; make a sudden lunge. 
4 tr, make (one’s way) forcibly. 5 intr. (as thrusting 
adj.) aggressive, ambitious. e x. 1 a sudden or 
forcible push or lunge. 2 the propulsive force devel- 
oped by a jet or rocket engine. 3 a strong attempt to 
penetrate an enemy’s line or territory. 4 a remark 
aimed at a person. 5 the stress between the parts of 
an arch etc. 6 (often foll. by of) the chief theme or 
gist of remarks etc. 7 an attack with the point of a 
weapon. 8 Geol. a reverse fault of low angle, with 
older strata displaced horizontally over newer. 
a thrust oneself (or one’s nose) in obtrude, 
interfere. [from Old Norse thrjs/a] 

thruster 7. 1 a person or thing that thrusts. 2 a 
small rocket engine used to provide extra or 
correcting thrust on a spacecraft. > spackcrw 

thrust stage 7. a stage extending into the audience. 

thud e 7. a low dull sound as of a blow on a non- 
resonant surface. @ wit (thudded, thudding; 
make or fall with a thud. 0 thuddingly ad. 

thug 7. 1 a vicious or brutal ruffian. 2 (Thug) fest. a 
member of a religious organization of robbers and 
assassins in India. [from Hindi /hag ‘swindler’] 
o thuggery 7. thuggish ad). thuggishly adv. 
thuggishness 7. 

thuja 7. (also thuya) » any evergreen 
coniferous tree of the genus Thuja, 
with small leaves closely pressed 
to the branches: arbor vitae. 

thulium 7. Chem. a soft 
metallic element of the 
lanthanide series. [based on 
Latin Thule, name of a region 
in the remote north} 

thumb e 1. 1 aa short thick 
terminal projection on the 
human hand. set lower and 
apart from the other four and 
opposable to them. > Hanp. 
b a digit of other animals 
corresponding to this. 2 the 
part of a glove etc. intended 
to cover the thumb. ez. 1 & 
wear or soil (pages ete.) with a thumb ,@ zeell-thumbed 
book), 2 intr. turn over pages with or as with a thumb 
-(thumbed through the directory). 3 tr request or obtain 
(a lift in a passing vehicle) by signalling with a raised 
thumb. 4 ¢r use the thumb in a gesture. o be all 
thumbs be clumsy with one’s hands. thumb 
one’s nose = cork a snook isee sxoon). thumbs 
down an inclication of rejection 
or failure. thumbs up an indica- 
tion of satisfaction or approval. 
under a _person’s thumb 
completcly dominated by a per- 
son. [Old English] o thumbed 
adj. (also in comb.}. thumbless ad). 

thumb index e 7. a set of lettered 
grooves cut down the side of a 
dictionary etc. for easy reference. 
e ui, (thumb-index) esp. as 
thumb-indexed adj.) provide (a 
book etc.) with these. 

thumbnail 7. 1 the nail of a 
thumb. 2 (a/f#zb.) denoting con- 
ciseness (a thumbnail sketch). 

thumbprint 7. an impres- 
sion of a thumb, esp. as usec 
for identification, 

thumbscrew 7. (usu. in p/. > 
an instrument of torture for 
crushing the thumbs. 


THUJA: AMERICAN 
ARBOR VILE 
( Thuja occidentalis) 


ming 


LNT OMAN 


thumb hole 


thumbtack 2. NV. Amer. a drawing pin. 

thump e 1 #7: beat or strike heavily, esp. with the 
fist (threatened to thump me). 2 intr. throb or pulsate 
strongly. 3 inér. (foll. by af, on, etc.) deliver blows, esp. 
to attract attention. 4 é (often foll. by ou) play 
(a tune on a piano etc.) with a heavy touch. 5 ifr 
tread heavily. @ ». 1 a heavy blow. 2 the sound of 
this. G thumper n. 

thumping adj. collog. big, prominent (@ thumping 
majority). 

thunder e 7. 1 a Joud rumbling or crashing noise 
heard after a hghtning flash and due to the expan- 
sion of rapidly heated air. 2 a resounding loud deep 
noise (thunders of applause). 3 strong censure or 
denunciation. @ 7. 1 mfr (prec. by i as subject) 
thunder sounds (if is thundering; if it thunders). 
2 intr. make or proceed with a noise suggestive of 
thunder (the traffic thundered past). 3 t utter or 
communicate loudly or impressively. € mér (foll. by 
against etc.) make violent threats etc. against. 
0 steal a person’s thunder see sri. [Old 
English] 0 thunderer 7. thundery ad). 

thunderbolt 7. 1 a a flash of lightning with a 
simultaneous crash of thunder. b a stone etc. im- 
agined to be a destructive bolt. 2 a sudden or unex- 
pected occurrence or item of news. 3 a supposed 
bolt or shaft as a destructive agent, esp. as an 
attribute of a god. 

thunderclap 7. 1 a crash of thunder. 2 something 
startling or unexpected. 

thundercloud 7. a cumulus cloud with a tall 
diffuse top, charged with electricity and producing 

thunder and hghtning. 

thunderflash 7. a noisy but harmless 

explosive used esp. in military exercises. 
thunderfly 7. = i tinirs. 

thunderhead 7. esp. ('S a rounded! 
cumulus cloud projecting upwards and 

- heralding thunder. 
thundering «dj. collog. very big or greal 
(a thundering nuisance). O thunderingly ad:. 
thunderous aq). 1 like thunder. 2 very loud. 
oO thunderously ad/:, thunderousness ». 

thunderstorm 7. a storm with thunder 

lightning and usu. heavy rain or hail. 


and 


thunderstruck adj. amazed; overwhelininely 
surprised or startled, 

thunk! 1. & intr. collog. = ruc. 

thunk? colloy., esp. joc. past and past parl. of ink. 

Thur. abbr. Vhurscay. 

thurible x. a censer. [from Latin t(h)uribulum| 

thurifer n. an acolyte carrymg a censer. [Late 
Latin, based on thus thuris incense’ | 

Thurs. «hbr. Thursday. 

Thursday e ». the fifth day of the week. following 
Wednesday. @ adv. collog. 1 on Thursday. 2 (Thurs- 
days) on Thursdays; each Thursday. [Old English 
thunresdeg “day of thunder’| 

thus adi. formal 1 a in this way. 
b as indicated. 2 a accordingly. b as 
a result or inference. 3 to this 
extent; so (¢hus far). [Old English] 

thuya var. of 1H}. 

thwack e 2/7, hit with a heavy blow: 
whack. @ 7. a heavy blow. 

thwart e «/. [rustrate or foil 

(a person or purpose ete.). 7 
@ n. a rower’s seat placed ~ 
across a boat. 

Norse thzert] 

thy foss.pron. (attrib) (also 

thine before a vowel) of or 
belongme to thee. [Middle 
Vaglistyy 


a Usage 7hy has now been 
replaced by your except in some 
formal, liturgical, dialectal, and 
pocuc uses, 


THUMBSCREW: J61TH- TO 171H- 
CHU MBSGREWS 


[from Old A = 4 


ticker 


thyme /tym/ 2. any herb or shrub of the genus 
Thymus with aromatic leaves, esp. 7. vulgaris grown 
for culinary use. > ners. [from Greek thumon| 
Oo thymy adj. 

thymi //. of viyus. 

thymine 7. Biochem. a pyrimidine found in all living 
tissue as a component base of DNA. 

thymol /th’y-mol/ n. Chem. a white crystalline 
phenol obtained from oil of thyme and used as an 
antiseptic. 

thymus /th’y-miis/ n. (pl. thymi /-my/) (in full 
thymus gland) Anat. a lymphoid organ situated in 
the neck of vertebrates. [from Greek thumos| 

thyroid 2. (in full thyroid gland) a large cluctless 
gland in the neck of vertebrates scercting 
hormones which regulate growth and development 
through the rate of metabolism. > ENDOCRINE, NECK. 
{based on Greek thurcoerdés} 

thyroxine 7. the main hormone produced by the 
thyroid gland, acting to increase metabolic rate. 

thyself pron. archaic & dial. emphat. & reff. form of 
IHILE. 

Ti symb. Chem. the clement titanium. 

ti var. of tt. 

tiara n. 1 a jewelled ornamental band worn on the 
front of a woman's hair. 2 a three-crowned diadem 
worn by a pope. [Greek] 

Tibetan e 7. 1 a a native of Tibet in SW China. 
b a person of Tibetan descent. 2 the language of 
Tibet. @ ad. of or relating to Tibet, its people, or its 
language. 

tibia 7. (pi. tibiae /-i-ce/) Anat. 
> the inner and usu. larger of two 
bones extending from the knee to 
the ankle. © saittion, [Latin] 
o tibial ad). 

tibiotarsus 1. (// tibiotarsi /-sy/) 
the bone in a bird corresponding to 
the tibia fused at the lower end with 
some hones of the tarsus. [visi + 
LARSUS] 

tic n. a habitual spasmodic contrac- 
tion of the muscles esp. of the face. 
[French| 

tich var of 1c 

tick'e 7. 1 a slight recurring click, esp. 
that of a watch or clock. 2 esp. Bril. 
collog. a moment. 3 a mark |v, 
to denote correctness, check 
items in a list, ete. @ 2, Lint avof 
a clock ete.1 make ticks. b (foll. 
ly away) (of time etc.) pass. 2 intr. 
of a mechanism function (ake i 
apart to see how it ticks). 3 ta mark 
(a written answer etc.) with a 
tick. b toften loll. by off; mark 
can item in a list ete.) with a 
uck in checking. o in two 
ticks Bri, collog. in a very short 
ume. tick off co/log. reprimand. 
tick over 1 of an engine etc 
idle, 2 (of a person, project, ete. 
be functionmg at a basic or 
minimum level. what makes a 

person tick collog. a person's 

mouvation. [Middle English] 
tick? 7, 1 any of various 
. arachnids of — the 
Acarina, parasitic on the 
skin of dogs and cattle cte. 
2 any of various msccts of 
the family Hippoboscidac, 
parasitic on sheep and 
birds ete. [Old English] 
tick? 1. 


goods on tech 
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TIBIA: Hl MAN 
LOWLE LLG 
STC ESGy LE) 
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order 


TICK: 
SOFT LICK collog. credit buy 
tick? pn. 1 the cover of a mattress or pillow, 2. = lick: 

wo. [from Greck (hehe “case | 
ticker 7. collog. LV the heart, 2 a watch. 3.4, Aner a 
tape machime 


ved 
obs 


T 


ticker tape 


ticker tape n. 1 a paper strip from a tape machine. 
2 this or similar material thrown from windows etc. 
to greet a celebrity. 

ticket e 7. 1 aa written or printed piece of paper or 
card entitling the holder to enter a place, partici- 
pate in an event, travel by public transport, etc. 
b a receipt for an item left temporarily for safe 
keeping. 2 an official notification of a traffic 
offence etc. (parking ticket). 3 Brit. a certificate of 
discharge from the army. 4 a certificate of qualifi- 
cation as a ship’s master, pilot, etc. 5 a label 
attached to a thing and giving its price or other 
details. 6 esp. US aa list of candidates put forward 
by one group, esp. a political party. b the principles 
of a party. 7 (prec. by the} collog. what is correct o1 
needed (2 was just the ticket). @ v.tr. (ticketed, ticket- 
ing) attach a ticket to. [from Old French estaquet(te)| 
a ticketed ad). ticketless ad). 

ticket collector n. a person who is employed to 
collect tickets, esp. from rail passengers. 
ticket-day n. Stock Exch. (in the UK) the day before 
settling day, when the names of actual purchasers 
are handed to stockbrokers. 

ticket-holder n. a person who has purchased a 
ticket (for a match, concert, etc.). 

ticket office n. an office or kiosk where tickets are 
sold for transport, entertainment, etc. 

ticket tout 7. a person who buys up tickets for an 
event to resell them at a profit. 

tickety-boo ad. Bri. collog. all mght; in order. 
[20th-century coinage] 

ticking 7. a stout usu. striped material used to cover 
mattresses etc. 

tickle e v 1 a ‘ apply light touches or strokes to 
(a person or part of a person’s body) so as to excite 
the nerves and usu. produce laughter and spas- 
modic movement. b znéz. be subject to this sensation 
(my foot tackles). c intr. produce this sensation (thas 
jumper tickles). 2 tr excite agreeably; amuse or divert 
(a person, a sense of humour, etc.) (tackled al the wdea). 
3 ir. catch (a trout etc.) by rubbing it so that it moves 
backwards into the hand. e 7. I an act of tickling, 
2 a uckling sensation. o tickled pink (or to 
death) collog. extremely amused or pleased. 
[Middle English] o tickler n. tickly ad). 

ticklish ad). 1 sensitive to tickling. 2 (of a matter or 
person) difficult; requiring careful handling. 5 tick- 
lishly adv. ticklishness n. 

tick-tack n. (also tic-tac) Bni. a kind of manual 
semaphore signalling used by racecourse book- 
makers. 

tick-tack-toe n. V. Amer. noughts and crosses. 

tick-tock n. the ticking of a large clock etc. 

tidal ad). relating to, like, or affected by tides. 
0 tidally adv 

tidal bore n. a large wave or bore caused by 
constriction of the spring tide as it enters a long 
narrow shallow inlet. 

tidal flow n. the regulated movement of traffic in 
opposite directions on the same stretch of road at 
different times of the day. 

tidal wave n. 1 Geog an exceptionally large ocean 
wave, esp. a tsunami. 2 a widespread manifestation 
(of feeling etc.). 

tidbit. Amer. var. of rrinrr. 

tiddledywink US var. of tTippivwink. 

addler 7. Brit. collog. 1 a small fish, esp. a suckleback 
or minnow. 2 an unusually small thing or person. 

tiddly' adj. (tiddlier, tiddliest) esp. Bri. collog. 
shghtly drunk. [originally (19th c.) in sense ‘a 
drink’] 

tiddly? adj. (tiddlier, tiddliest) Bri. colloq. little. 

tiddlywink 7. (US also tiddledywink) 1 a counie: 
flicked with another into a cup etc. 2 (in pl.) this 
game. []9th-century coinage] 

tide n. 1 a A the periodic rise and fall of the sea due 
to the attraction of the Moon and Sun. b the wate: 
as affected by this. 2 a time or season (usu. in comb: 
Whitsuntide). 3 a marked trend of opinion, fortune 


tie-clip 


NEAP TIDE (MOON 
IN FIRST QUARTER) 


Moon’s ai 
orbit ~ 


or events. O tide over enable or help (a person) to 
deal with a difficult period etc. [Old English] 
oO tideless adj. 

tideland 7. .V. Amer. land that is submerged at high 
tide. ; 

tidelinme n. the edge defined by the tide on the 


shore. 
tidemark n. la mark made by _ 
: 2 crown 
the tide at high water. 2 esp. Bri. ple 
a a mark left round a bath at the 
level of the water in it. b a line 
on a person’s body marking the pypzpsy, 


extent to which it has been 
washed. 

tidemill 7. a mill with a water- 
wheel driven by the tide. 

tide-rip n. 1 rough water caused 
esp. by opposing tides. 2 a patch 
of such water. 

tide-table 7. a table indicating 
the times of high and low tides 
at a place. 

tidewater rn. 1 water brought by or affected by 
tides. 2 (attrib.) US affected by tides. 

tidewave z. an undulation of water passing round 
the Earth and causing high and low tides. 

tideway 7. 1 the tidal part of a river. 2 the ebb or 
flow in a tidal channel. 


posl 


tidings 7.p/. esp. lilerary news, information. [Old 
English | 

tidy e ad). (tidier, tidiest) 1 neat, orderly. 2 (of a 
person) methodically inclined. 3 collog. consider- 
able (@ tdy sum). @ n. (pl. -ies) 1 a receptacle for 
holding small objects or waste scraps, esp. in a 
kitchen sink. 2 an act or spell of tidying. 3 esp. US 
a cover for a chair back etc. @ w/z (-ies, -ied) (also 
absal.; often foll. by up) put in good order; make tidy. 
fearher in sense ‘timely, seasonable’: Middle 
English] 0 tidaly adv. tidiness n. 

tie @ vw (tying) I / attach or fasten with string or 
cord etc. 2 tr a form (a string, ribbon, etc.) into a 
knot or bow. b form (a knot or bow) in this way. 
3 fr. restrict or limit (a person) (2s ted to his family). 


SPRING TIDE levee 

a (NEW MOON) : _ bulge 
The gravitational pull of the Moon and, to a a 
lesser degree, that of the Sun cause the tides. Moons. : ‘“ 
The pull is strongest on the side of the Earth orbit So 
facing the Moon, causing the oceans on that \ 
side to bulge out. The pull affects the solid Earth ' 
Earth shghtly less, but still enough to cause it 
to pull away from the ocean on the other side, large 
creating a second ocean bulge. As the Earth tidal __# 
rotates, each part of the ocean rises and falls bulge -§ —~ 
twice a day, causing two high tides and two low a 
tides. When the Sun and Moon form a right Moon's ve 
angle with the Earth, their pulls counteract, gravitational pull ©. 
causing small, or neap, tides. When they are in pee 
line, their pull is combined, creating large, or Sun’s — 
spring, tides. gravitational 

Moon pull 


_ small tidal 


Moon’s ~~ % bulge 
gravitational /~’ ome 
ll ve YUN s 
ae t va gravitational 
Ee pull 
Earth in —_@ 
orbit around 
the Sun 


“__ small tidal 
bulge 


TIE-BEAM HOLDING 
TOGETHER RAPIERS IN A ROOF 


4 intr. (often foll. by wzth) achieve the same score or 
place as another competitor (fed at ten games each). 
5 é hold (rafters ete.) together by a crosspiece etc. 
6 tr. Mus. a unite (written notes) by a tie. > NOTATION. 
b pertorm (two notes) as one unbroken note. ez. la 
cord or-chain etc. used for fastening. 2 a strip of 
material worn round the collar and tied in a knot at 
the front with the ends hanging down. 
3 a thing that unites or restricts persons 
( family tes). 4 a draw, dead heat, or 
equality of score among competitors. 
5 Bri. a match between any pair 
from a group of competing players or 
teams. 6 (also tie-beam etc.) <a rod 
or beam holding parts of a structure 
together. > oor. 7 Mus. a curved line 
above or below two notes of the same 
pitch indicating that they are to be 
played for the combined duration of 
their time values. 8 NV. Amer. a railway 
sleeper. 0 tie in (foll. by wth) bring 
into or have a close association or 
agreement. tie up 1 bind securely with cord etc. 
2 invest or reserve (capital etc.) so that it is not 
immediately available for use. 3 prevent from acting 
freely. 4 secure or complete (an undertaking etc.). 
5 (often foll. by with) 
- he m. 6 (usu. in 
passive) fully occupy 
(a person). [Old Eng- 
lish] 0 tieless adj. 
tie-back n. » a dec- 
orative strip of fabric 
or cord for holding a 
curtain back from 
the window. 
tie-break 7. (also 
tie-breaker) a means 
of deciding a winner 
from competitors who 
have ted. 


collar 


. e-beam 


curlain 


lie- 


back 


tie-clip 7. an orna- 
mental clip for hold- 
ing a tie in place. 


TIE-BACK 


A AE tt Ee 


tied 


tied adj. Brit. 1 (of a house) occupied subject to the 
tenant’s working for its owner. 2 (of a public house) 
that is owned by a brewery and is bound to supply 
the products produced or specified by that brewery. 

tie-dye @ 7. a method of producing dyed patterns 
by tying string etc. to shield parts of the fabric from 
the dye. @ wiz dye by this process. 

tie-in 7. 1 a connection or association. 2 (often 
attrib.) esp. N. Amer. a torm of sale or advertising that 
offers or requires more than a single purchase. 
3 the joint promotion of related commodities etc. 
(e.g. a book and a film). 

tiepin 7. an ornamental pin for holding a tie in 
place. 

tier /teer/ n.a row or rank or unit of a structure, as 
one of several placed one above another (ters of 
seats). > AMPHITHEATRE, AUDITORIUM. [earlier fre: based 
on French ter ‘to draw, elongate’] 0 tiered adj. 
(also in comb.). 

tierce n. Eccl. = verc.. [from Latin éerfa (fem.) ‘third’| 

tiercel 7. (also tercel) the male of the hawk, esp. {in 
falconry) a peregrine or goshawk. [from Old 
French ¢ercel} 

tie-up 7. a connection, an association. 

tiff n. collog. a slight or petty quarrel. [1 8th-century 
comage| 

tiffin n. Anglo Ind. a light meal, esp. lunch. 

tig 2. = tac? 1. [variant of rick"] 

tiger n. 1 a large Asian flesh-eating feline, Panthera! 
tigris, having a yellow-brown coat with black stripes. 
2 a fierce, energetic, or formidable person. {from 
Greek “gris| 0 tigerish ad. 

tiger-cat . any moderate-sized striped feline, e.g. 
the ocelot or margay. 

tiger lily 7.» a tall garden lily, Letiwm 
lancifolium, with of dull 
orange spotted with black or purple. 


flowers 


tiger moth x. any moth of the 
family Arctiidae, esp. <Arctia caja, 
having richly spotted and streaked 
wings, [> MOTH 

tight e adj. 1 closely held, drawn, 
fastened, fittmg, etc. 2 closely and 
firmly put together (a .taght joint). 
3 (of clothes etc.) too closely fitting. 
4 impermeable, impervious, esp. (in 
comb.) to a specified thing (watertight). 
5 tense; stretched. 6 collog. drunk. 
7 collog. (of a person) stingy. 8 a (of 
money or materials) not easily 
obtainable. b (of a money markct) 
in which money is tight. 9 a (of a 
programme etc.) swingent, demand- 
ing. b presenting difficulties (a tight seuations. 
10 produced by or requiring great exertion or pres- 
sure (a tight squeeze). 11 (of control etc.) strictly 
imposed. @ adv. tightly (hold ught!). 0 tight corner 
(or place or spot) a difficult situation. 0 tightly 
adv. tightness 7. 

tighten vl, G mlz, make or become tght or tighter. 
Oo tighten one’s belt see 11.1. 

tight-fisted ad). stingy. 

tight-fitting adj. (of a garment) fitting (often too) 
close to the body. 

tight-knit aq). (also tightly-knit) = c1ost-Knr. 

tight-lipped ad. with or as with the lips 
compressed to restrain emotion or speech. 

tightrope 7, a rope stretched tightly high above the 
ground, on which acrobats perform. 

tights 7.//. 1 a thin close-fitting wool or nylon ete 
garment covering the legs and the lower part olf 
the torso, worn by women in place of stockings. 
2 a similar garment worn by a dancer, acrobat, etc 

tigress 7. 1 a female tiger. 2 a fierce or passionate 
womlall. 

tike var. ol 11 

tikka 7. an Indian clish of kebabs marinated in a 
spice mixture (ollen in comb. chicken bkka), [from 
Punjabi tAAa| 


TIGER LILY 
(Lilium lancifolium) 


TILAPIA: TIGER TILAPIA (Tilapia marae) 


tilapia /t-lay-pid/ n. A a freshwater cichlid fish of 


the African genus Tilapia or a related genus, widely 
introduced for food. [modern Latin] 

tilde n. a mark (), put over a letter, e.g. over a Span- 
ish 2 when pronounced ny (as in sefor) or a 
Portuguese a or 0 when nasalized (as in Sdo Paulo). 
[Spanish, from Latin ééulus ‘tutle’] 

tile @ 7. 1» a thin slab of concrete 
or baked clay etc. used in 
series for covering a roof or 
pavement etc. 2 a similar slab 
of glazed pottery, cork, 
linoleum, etc., for covering a 
floor, wall, etc. & peLrrware. 
3 a thin flat piece used in a 
game (esp. mah-jong). @ vt 
cover with ules. 0 on the tiles 
Brit. collog. having a_ spree. 
[from Latin tegula] 

tiler x. a person who makes or 
lays tiles. 

tiling 7. 1 the process of fixing 
tiles. 2 an area of ules. 

till’ e@ prep. 1 up to or as late as (wait tll six o'clock). 

2 up to the time of ( faithful nll 

death). @ con. 1 up to the time 

when (waz tll I return). 2 so long 

that (/aughed tll I cried). [from Old 

Norse é/‘to’| 


TILE: CLAY ROOFING TILES 


a Usage In all senses, “#// can be 
replaced by until which is more 
formal in style. 


till? n. a drawer for money in a 
shop or bank ete., esp. with a 
device recording the amount of 
each purchase. [Middle English] 

tillS ut prepare and cultivate 
(land) for crops. [Old English 
titan ‘to strive for, cultivate’] 
oO tillable ad). tiller 7. 

tillage 7. 1 the preparation of land 
for crop-hearing. 2 tilled land. 

tiller x. a horizontal bar fitted to the head of a 
boat’s rudder to turn it in steering. & DINGHY, SAILING 
BOAT 

tilt ev. 1 ini, G tr assume or cause to assume a slop- 
ing position. 2 imér. (foll. by at) strike, thrust, or run 
at, with a weapon, esp. fzs?. in jousting. 3 zz. (fol. 
by with) engage in a contest. @ n. 1 the act or an 
instance of tilting. 2 a sloping position. 3 fist. (of 
medieval knights etc.) the act of charging with a 
lance against an opponent or ata mark, for exercise 
or sport. 4 an attack esp. with argument or satire 
(have a tlt at). © full (or at full) tilt 1 at full speed. 
2 with full force. [Middle Enghsh] 0 tilter x. 

tilth ». 1 ullage, cultivation. 2 the condition of tilled 
soil (im goud (lth). [Old English] 

timbale /tam-bahl/ 7. a drum-shaped dish of 
minced meat or fish cooked in a pastry shell or in a 
mould. [French] 

timber x. 1 esp. Brit. wood prepared for building, 
carpentry, etc. 2 a piece of wood or beam, esp. as 
the rib of a ship. 3 large standing trees suitable for 
umber. 4 (esp. as inl.) a warning cry that a tree is 
about to fall. [Old English in sense ‘a building’) 
0 timbering 7. 

timbered ad). 1 (esp. of a building) made wholly o1 
partly of timber. 2 (of country) wooded. 


hole for fixing peg 


timberland n. US land covered with forest yielding 
timber. 
timberline n. (on a mountain) the line or level 
above which no trees grow, 
timber wolf 7. a type of large N. American grey 
wolf, 
timbre /tambr/ 7. the distinctive character of a 
musical sound or voice apart from its pitch and 
intensity. [French, from Greek tumpanon ‘drum’} 
time e@ 7. 1 the indefinite continued progress of 
existence, events, etc., in past, present, and future 
regarded as a whole. 2 the progress of this as affect- 
ing persons or things (stood the test of time). 3 a more 
or less definite portion of time belonging to par- 
ticular events or circumstances (prehistoric times). 
4 an allotted, available, or measurable portion of 
time; the period of time at one’s disposal (had no time 
to visit). 5 a point of time esp. in hours and 
minutes (the time 1s 7.30). 6 (prec. by a) an 
indefinite period (waited for a time). 
7 time or an amount of time as reck- 
oned by a conventional standard 
(eight o'clock New York tme). 8 a an 
occasion (/ast time I saw you). b an 
event or occasion qualified in 
some way (had a good time). 9 a 
moment or definite portion of 
time destined or suitable for a 
purpose etc. (shall we fix a time?). 
10 (in pl.) expressing multiplication 
(five times six is thirty). 11 a lifetime 
(will last my tume). 12 (in sing. or fl.) 
a the conditions of life or of a period 
(hard times). b (prec. by the) the present 
age, or that being considered. 13 collog. a prison 
sentence (zs doing time). 14 an apprenticeship (served 
his time). 15 a period of gestation. 16 the date or 
expected date of childbirth (zs near her time) or of 
death (my tame zs near). 17 measured time spent in 
work (on short time). 18 a any of several rhythmic 
patterns of music (in waltz time). b the duration of a 
note as indicated by a crotchet, minim, etc. 19 (esp. 
in phr. call time) Bri. the moment at which 
the opening hours of a public house end. e wir 
1 choose the time or occasion for (fme your remarks 
carefully). 2, do at a chosen or correct time. 3 arrange 
the time of arrival of. 4 ascertain the time taken by 
(a process or activity, or a person doing it). 5 regu- 
late the duration or interval of (tmed to arrive hourly). 
0 against time with utmost speed, so as to finish 
by a specified time. ahead of time earlier than 
expected. ahead of one’s time having ideas too 
enlightened or advanced to be accepted by one’s 
contemporaries. all the tume 1 during the whole 
of the ume referred to (often despite some contrary 
expectation etc.). 2 constantly (nags all the time). 3 at 
all times (leaves a hight on all the hme). at one time 
1 in or during a known but unspecified past period. 
2 simultaneously, at the same time I simultan- 
eously; at a time that is the same for all. 2 never- 
theless (at the same tame, I do not want to offend you). at a 
time separately in the specified groups or numbers 
(came three at a time). at times occasionally, intermit- 
tently. before time (usu. prec. by not) before the 
due or expected time. before one’s time prema- 
turely. for the time being for the present; until 
some other arrangement is made. have no time 
for 1 be unable or unwilling to spend time on. 
2 dislike. have the time 1 be able to spend the 
time needed. 2 know from a watch etc. what ume it 
is. have a time of 1t undergo trouble or difficulty. 
in no (or less than no; time 1 very soon. 2 very 
quickly. in one’s own good time at a time and a 
rate decided by oneself. in ;or U'S on: one’s own 
time outside working hours. in time I not late. 
punctual. 2 eventually (2 time you may agree). 3 in 
accordance with a given rhythm or tempo, esp. of 
music. in one’s time at or during some previous 
period of one’s life. keep good (or bad) time 1 (of 
a clock etc.; record time accurately for inaccur- 
ately). 2 be habitually punctual (or not punctual) 
keep time move or sing etc. in timc. know the 


869 


time-and-motion 


time of day be well informed. lose no time 
often foll. by i + verbal noun) act immediately. 
not before time not too soon; timely. no time 
collog. a very short interval. out of time unseason- 
able; unseasonably. pass the time of day collog. 
exchange a greeting or casual remarks. time after 
time 1 repeatedly; on many occasions. 2 in many 
instances. time and (or time and time) again on 
many time and a half a 
payment for work at one and a half times the 
normal ratc. the time of day the hour by the 
clock. the time of one’s life a period or occasion 
of exceptional enjoyment. time was there was a 
time (fame was when I could do that). (Old English] 

time-and-motion ad), usu. alirib.,; concerned with 
measuring the efficiency of industrial and other 
operations. 

time bomb ». a bomb designed to explode at a pre- 
set tune. 


occasions. 


time capsule 7. a box etc. containing objects typ- 
ical of the present time. buried for discovery in the 
future. 

time clock 7. 1 a clock with a device for recording 
workers’ hours of work. 2a switch mechanism acti- 
vated at pre-set umes by a built-in clock. 

time-consuming «dj. using much or too much 
ume. 

time exposure 7. ¥ the exposure of photographic 
film for longer than the maximum normal shutter 


setting. 


TIME EXPOSURE: PHOTOGRAPH OF CARS AI 
NIGH L PAREN WIEH A LONG TIME EXPOSURI 
time factor 7. the passage of time as a limitation 

on what can be achieved. 


time frame 7). 1 4 
something occurs or is planned. 2 coll 


specific period of time m which 


MJ. a pe riod of 
time 
burn for ot 


time-fuse 7. a {i alculated tc 


explode at a given time 
time-honoured «dj. esteemed by tradition on 
through custom. 

than 


time immemorial ». a longer time 


can remember or trace 


ANVONE 


timekeeper ». 1 a person who records time, esp. of 


workers or in game 2 aa watch or clock as 
regards accuracy d timekeeper ba person as 
regards punctuality. oO timekeeping 1 

time lag ». an interval of time between an event, a 
cause. ete. and its clect 

time-lapse / i ad}. (ol photography using frame 
taken at lone int I. to phot ph a slow proc 
and shown continuously f at norinal speed. 
timeless ad). not all [by the passage of time 


cternal, 0 timelessly timelessness / 
time limit ». th 


inust be done 


Hit of time within which a task 


rate of 


time lock e 7. 1 a lock that is operated by a timing 
device. 2 a device built into a computer program to 
stop it operating after a certain time. 

timely adj. (timelier, timeliest) opportune; 
coming at the right time. 0 timeliness 2. 

time machine 7. (in science fiction) a machine 
capable of time travel. 

time off 1. time for rest or recreation etc. 

time-out 7. esp. .\. ler. 1a brief intermission in a 
game etc. 2 (as tume out) = 1M. or. 

time out of mind 7. = 11M IMMLMORIAL. 

timepiece 7. an instrument, such as a clock or 
watch, for measuring time 

timer 7. ba person or device that measures o1 

taken. 2 an automatic mechanism tor 
activating a device etc. at a pre-set ime. 

timescale 7. the time allowed for or taken by a 
sequence of events in relation to a broader period 
of time. 

time-served adj. Bri/. having completed a period of 
apprenticeship or training. 

time-server 7. a person who changes his or hei 
views to suit the prevailing circumstances, fashion. 
etc. GO time-serving adj. 

timeshare ». a share in a property under 
sharing scheme 


records time 


a tune- 


time-sharing 7. 1 the operation of a computer 
system by several users for different operations at 
one time. 2 the use of a holiday home at agreed 
different times by several jomt owners. 

time sheet 7. 4 
of work etc. 

time-shift e another. 
esp. record (a television programme) for later view- 
ing, @ 7. a movement from one time to another 


sheet of paper for recording hours 


time to 


move from one 


time signal 7. an audible esp. broadcast) signal or 
announcement of the exact time of day. 

time signature 7. \/us. an indication of rhythm 
following a clef, usu. expressed as a fraction with 
the denominator defining the beat as a division of 
a senubreve and the numerator giving the number 
of beats in each bar. & Notvwios 

time-span ». a period spanning a duration of time. 

time switch 7. 
pre-set time 


i switch acting automatically at a 

timetable e x. a list of times at which lessons. bus 
departures, etc. are scheduled to take place. e@ afr 
include m or arrange to a umetable; schedule. 

time travel ence fiction) travel through 
time mto the past or the future. D time traveller 7. 


m s 


time trial 7. a race in which participants are indi- 
viduallv timed. 
time warp 1. 1 (in science 


clistortion of 


fiction) an imaginary 
space in relation to time, whereby 
moved to 
another, 2 a state in which the stvles. attitudes. etc 
of a past period are retamed. 
time-wasting e@ 7. 1 the tactic of 
play towards the end of 


scoring by the 


persons or objects of one age can be 


slowing down 
a match to prevent further 
opposition. 2 the act of 
ume. G time-waster 7. 


wasting 
time, @ adj. that waste 
time-worn «dj. impaired by age 
time zone see 40N1. 71. 4. 
timid «d) 
apprehensive, 
Oo timidity 7 
timing 7. the way an action or process is timed, esp. 
in relation to othe: 


easily frightened: 
on Latin /imere ‘to fear’] 
timidness n 


(timider. timidest 
shy. [based 
timidly ad 


timorous «/j. 1 timid; easily alarmed. 2 frightened. 
|fron1 medieval Latin fimorosus| O tumor- 
ously adi. timorousness 77 


timpani /tim-pa-ni/ 1.p/. (also tym- os 
pani) kettledrums. B  orcHisins > > 
mkctssion, [[tahan| o timpanist 7 fos Cn 
. , 1% 

tine 2. 1 Chen. & a silverv-white . = 


malleable metallic clement. used 4 
esp. in alloys and in forming tin plat 
l 2 aave 
tmned 


cl or container made ol 


tin or iron. b esp. Bri. an airtight 


tinny 


sealed container made of tin tees or aluminium 
for preserving food. 3 = ‘11Nn Plate. @ wir (tinned, 
tinning) 1 Brit. seal (food) in an Soh tin for 
preservation. 2 cover or coat with tin. 0 put the tin 
lid on see tip. [Old English}, 

tin can 7, a tin container (see rt n. 2), 
one. 

tinctorial adj. 1 of or relating to colour or dyeing. 
2 producing colour. [based on Latin frnctonus from 
tinctor “dyer | 

tincture e 7. (often foll. by of) 1 a slight flavour or 
trace. 2 a tinge (of a colour). 3 a medicinal solution 
(of a drug) in alcohol (“ncture of quinine). @ v.tr. 
1 colour slightly; tinge, flavour. 2 (often foll. by wzth) 
affect slightly (with a quality). [from Latin fnctura 
‘dyeing’ | 

tinder 7. a dry substance such as wood that readily 
catches fire from a spark. [Old English] o tindery 
ad). 

tinderbox ». Ais!. ¥ a box containing under, flint. 
and steel, formerly used for kindling fires. 


esp. an empty 


LID 


PINDIEREBON 


— * 


pa i) fh LINDER 


TINDERBOX: 19TH-CENTURY METAI 
LINDLRBOXN AND CONTENTS 


tine ». a prong or tooth or point of a fork, comb, 
antler, etc. [Old English] 0 tined adj. (also in comb). 

tinea 7». \ed. ringwerm or athlete’s foot. [Latin, 
literally “moth, worm’ | 

tinfoil 7. foil made of tin, 
used for wrapping food. 

ting @ 7. a tinkling sound as of a bell. @ viniz GS tr 
emit or cause to emit this sound. 


aluminium, or tin alloy. 


tinge e v./7, (tinging or tingeing) (often foll. by with; 
often in passive) 1 colour slightly (ts tinged with red) 
2 aflect slightly (regret tinged weith satisfaction).en. 1a 
tendency towards or trace of some colour. 2 a shght 
admixture of a feeling or quality. [from Latin fingen 
‘to dye, stain’] 

tin-glaze e@ 7. a glaze made white and opaque by 
the addition of tin oxide. 

tingle e «1 ifr {cel a slight prickling, stinging, or 
throbbing sensation. 2 f make (the ear etc.) tingle 
@ 7. a Ungling sensation. [Middle English] 

tingly ad). (tinglier, tingliest) c 
terized by tingling. 


using or charac- 


tin god 7. 1 an object of unjustified veneration. 
2 a self-important person. 
tin hat ». collog. a military 
tinker e 7. 1 an itincrant mender of kettles and 
pans etc. 2 Sc. & Jr a gypsy. 3 a spell of tinkering. 
@¢. 1 ier (foll, by a, with) work in an amateurish or 
desultory way, esp. to adjust or mend machinery 
etc. 2 a intr. work as a tinker. b dr repair (pots 

and pans). [Middle English] o tinkerer n. 
¥ = tinkle e 2.inf; G& f make or cause to make a 
succession of short light rmging sounds 
.” en. 1 a tnkling sound. 2 Brit. collog. a tele- 
phone call , Monday. 
» ¢ [Middle English from obsolete tink ‘to 
£. chink] 0 tinkly ad 


steel helmet. 


ill UIE 


you a tinkle on 


tinnitus 7. J\fed. a ringing in the ears 
, | Latin] 
HIN tinny @ a7). (tinnier, tinniest) 1 of or like 


tin-opener 


tin. 2 (of a metal object) flimsy, insubstantial. 
3 (of reproduced sound) thin and metallic, lacking 
low frequencies. 4 Austral. collog. lucky. @ x. (also 
tinnie) (f/. -ies) Austral. collogy. a can of beer. 
O tinnily adv. tinniness 7. 

tin-opener 7. Brit. a tool for opening tins. > urensn 

Tin Pan Alley n. the world of composers and 
publishers of popular music. 

tin plate e 7. sheet iron or sheet steel coated with 
lin, @ ¢./% (tin-plate) coat with tin. 

tinpot alirb.ad). Brit. cheap, inferior. 

tinsel @ 7. 1 glittcring metallic strips, threads, etc., 
used as decoration. 2 superficial brilliance or splen- 
dour. 3 (altrib.) showy, gaudy, flashy. @ vl: (tin- 
selled, tinselling,; US tinseled, tinseling; 
adorn with or as with tinsel. [based on Latin sciniilla 
‘spark’] o tinselled adj. tinselly ad). 

tinsmith 7. a worker in tin and tin plate. 

tinsnips 7./. a pair of clippers for cutting sheet 
metal, 

tin soldier 7. a toy soldier made of metal. 

tint e 7. 1 a variety of a colour, csp. one made 
lighter by adding white. 2 a tendency towards or 
admixture of a different colour (red with a blue tint) 
3 a faint colour spread over a surface. esp. as a 
background for printing on. 4 artificial colouring 
for the hair. @ 2/7 apply a tint to; colour. [alteration 
of earlier fanct, from Latin tinctus “dyeing’] 0 tinter n. 

tin-tack 1, Bril. a tack coated with tin. ‘ 

tintinnabulation 2. a ringing or tinkling of bells. 
[based on Latin tantinnabulum ‘bell’] 

tin whistle 77. = pi\xv His iti. 

tiny e adj. (tinier, tiniest) very small or slight. 
@ n. (pl. -ies) (usu. in pl.) a very young child. 
[Middle English] 0 tinily ad: tininess n. 

tip'e 7. 1 an extremity or end, esp. of a small or 
tapering thing (fps of the fingers). 2 a small piece or 
part attached to the end of a thing, e.g. a ferrule on 
astick. 3a leaf bud of tea. e vf (tipped, tipping 
provide with a tp. 6 on the tip of one’s tongue 
about to be said, esp. after difficulty in recalling to 
mind. the tip of the iceberg a sinall evident part 
of somethmg much larger or more significant. 
[from Old Norse] a tipless «dj. 

tip? e :. (tipped, tipping) 1 (ofien foll. by over, up) 
a inir. lean or slant. b /~ cause to do this, 2 ¢ (foll. 
by into etc.) a overturn or Cause lo overbalance a as 
lipped into the pond). b empty the contents from 
(a container etc.) in this way. © pour out (the 
contents of a container) in this way. 3 in strike or 
touch lightly. @ 7. 1 aa shght push or ult. ba glan¢ 
cing stroke, esp. in baseball. 2 Bri. a place where 
material (esp. refuse) is upped, a tip the balance 
make the critical difference. tip the scales sce 
sovit?. [Middle English] 

tip® e 2/7: (tipped, tipping) 1 make a small present 
of money to, esp. for a service given, 2 Brit, name 
as the likely winner of a race or contest etc. @ 7. 
1 a small moncy present, esp. for a service given. 
2 a picce of private or special information, esp. 
regarding betting or investment. 3a small or casual 
piece of advice. 0 tip off co/log. give (a person) a 
hint or piece of special information or warning, 
esp. discreetly or confidentially. tip a person the 
wink Brit. collog. give a person private information. 
[1 7th-century coinage] 0 tipper n, 

tipi var. of air. 

tip-off 7. a hint or warning etc. given discreetly or 
confidentially; 

tipper 2. (often ath) a roacl haulage vehicle that 
tips at the back to discharge its load. 

tippet ”. 1 a covering of fur etc. for the shoulders 


formerly worn by women. 2 a similar official 


garment worn esp. by some clergy. [Middle 
English| 
Tipp-Ex also Tippex, @ n. Brit. propr a type of 


correction fluid. @ 2/2 delete with Tipp-Ex. [from 
German fppen “to type + Latin ex ‘out’| 
tipple e:. 1 itz drink intoxicating liquor habitually. 


titivate 


iY 


Tits are small, very active birds, They belong mainly to 
the Paridae family, but mclude birds from other families, 
such as the penduline tit (Remizidae) and the long- 
tailed ut (Aegithalidae). The majority of tits live in 
woodland, nesting in holes in trees or banks, and feed 
on nuts, seeds, and insects. They have small, stout bils, 


i SS 
rae 


short, rounded wings, and square-ended tails. 


EXAMPLES OF THIS 


PENDULINE 
na 
(Remiz pendulinus) 


SIBERIAN TI 
(Parus cinclus) 


2 fr. drink (liquor) repeatedly in small amounts. 
e 7. collog. a drink, esp. a strong one. [Middle 
English] o tippler 7. 

tipstaff 7. 1 a sheriff's officer. 2 a metal-tipped staff 
carried as a symbol of office. [contraction of (pped 
staff, i.e. tipped with metal] 

tipster’n. a person who gives tips, esp. about betting 
at horse races. 

tipsy ad. (tipsier, tipsiest) 1 slightly intoxicated. 
2 caused by or showing intoxication (a tipsy leer). 
Otipsily adv, tipsiness ». 

tiptoe e@ 7. the ups of the toes. @ winx (tiptoes, 
tiptoed, tiptoeing) walk on tiptoe, or very 
stealthily. d on tiptoe with the heels off the ground. 

tip-top collog. @ adj. highest in excellence: very best. 
en. the highest point of excellence. 

tirade n. a long vehement denunciation or 
declamation. [French, literally ‘long 
Sp CC lv] 4 

tiramisu 7. ai Italian dessert consisting of 
layers of sponge cake soaked in coffee and 
brandy or liqueur, with powdered chocolate 
and mascarpone cheese. [Italian, from iva mi sit 
‘pick me up’ 

tire!y. 1 fr. & alr, make or grow weary. 2 dr exhaust 
the patience or interest of; bore. 3 /@ (in passive; foll. 
by of) have had enough of; be fed up with (as dared 
of arguing). [Old English| 

tire? 7. 1a band of metal placed round the rim of a 
wheel to strengthen it. 2 OS var. of tyr. {Middle 
English| 

tired «adj. 1 weary, exhausted; ready for sleep. 2 (of 
an idea ete.) hackneyed. 0 tiredly ad. tiredness 1. 

tireless adj. having inexhaustible encrgy. 0 tire- 
lessly adi. tirelessness 1. 

tiresome adj. 1 wearisome. tedious. 2 Bril. collog. 
annoying (how: firesome of you!) O tiresomely adz. 
tiresomeness /. 

tiro var. of ryro. 

tas archaic it is. 

tisane 7. a nourishing drink, usu. a herbal tea. 
[ftom Greck ploané ‘peeled barley | 

tissue 7. 1 anv of the coherent collections of 
specialized cells of which animals or plants are 
made tnuscular tissue: nervous tissue}. 2 = 1issc1 Pree. 
3 a disposable piece of soft absorbent paper for 
wiping, drying, etc. 4 fine woven esp. gauzy fabric. 


[ESTO a) es a 
(Parus caeruleus) 


LONG-TAILLD 
sil 

lreithalos 

¢ caudatus) 


5 (foll. by of) a connected series (a tassue of lies). 
{from Old French tessw ‘rich material’] 

tissue paper nu. thin soft unsized paper for wrap- 
ping or protecting fragile or delicate articles. 

tit! x. A any of various small songbirds esp. of the 
family Paridae. 

tit? n. o tit for tat blow for blow: retaliation 
(hyphenated when attrib: la-/or-tat attacks). [earlier 
lip for tap] 

tit? 7. 1 collog. a nipple. 2 coarse slang a woman’s 
breast. [Old English] 

Titan 7. I (often titan) a person of very great 
strength, intellect, or importance. 2 (in Greek 
mythology) a member of a family of gigantic gods. 
[from Greck] 

titanic ad). 1 of or like the Titans. 2 gigantic, colos- 
sal. [from Greek (lanikos| 0 titanically adv. 
titanium /ti-tay-ni-iim/ 7. Chem. 4a grey metal- 

lic clement occurring naturally in many clays etc.. 
and used to make strong light alloys that are 
y resistant to corrosion. > erat. [Greek] 
titbit ». (\. Amer, tidbit) 1 a dainty morsel. 
2 a piquant item of news ete. 
titch pn. (also tich) Brit. collog. a small 
person. [from ich, stage name of Harry 
Relph, 1868 1928, English music-hall 
comedian| 
titchy adj. (titchier, titchiest) Bri. 
collog. very small. 

|, tithe en. one-unth of the annual 
| produce of land or labour, formerly 

taken as a tax for the Church 
and clergy. @ 2. 1 ¢ subject 
to tithes. 2 mtr pay nthes. 
[Old English feagotha ‘tenth’| 
O tithable ad). 

tithe barn n. a barn built to 
hold tithes paid in kind. 

Titian /tish-in/ adj. (of hair) bright’ golden 
auburn. [based on Tiziano Vecelli, Italian painter. 
1488 -1576] 

titillate vf, 1 excite pleasantly. 2 tickle. [based on 
Latin ftllatus “uckled’] o titillatingly adv, titilla- 
tion 1”. 


: 

yy 

TITANIUM: 
NOSIS DIG hee FE 


JOINT MADE PROM 
TPLANTUM 


titivate 7/7. (also tittivate: collog. 1 adorn, smarten. 
2 ‘often reff put the finishing touches to. [earlici 
hdiwate| 0 titivation 7 


title 


708 


TOAD 


‘Toads generally differ from frogs in having 
dry warty skin, short stout legs for walking, 
and reduced webbing on their feet. They 
have defensive poison-secreting parotid 
glands behind the eyes. Although the 
majority of toads prefer to live on 

dry land, most enter water during the 
breeding season; some species 

also hibernate in water. 


EXTERNAL FLATURES OF A 
GREEN TOAD (Bufo viridis) 


EXAMPLES OF TOADS 


RUD-SPOT IED 
TENE): 
(Bufo punctatus) 


NATTERJACK 
PO\D 
(Bufo calamita) 


title e 7. 1 the name of a book, work of art, piece of 


music, etc. 2 the heading of a chapter, poem, docu- 
ment, etc. 3 a book regarded in terms of its ude 
(published 20 new titles). 4 a caption or credit in a 
him, broadcast, etc. 5 a form of nomenclature indi- 
cating a person’s status (e.g. professor, queen) or used 
as a form of address or reference (e.g. Lord, Mr, low 
Grace). 6a championship in sport. 7 Laz a the right 
to ownership of property with or without posses- 
sion. b the facts constituting this. ¢ (foll. by ¢o) a just 
or recognized claim. @ wi give a title to. |from 
Latin ttulus “placard, title’) 

titled adj. having a utle of nobility or rank. 

title deed ». a legal instrument as evidence of a 
right, esp. to property: 

title-page n. a page at the beginning of a hook 
stating its tle, author, etc. 

title role 7. the part in a play etc. that gives it its 
name (e.g, Othello). 

titmouse 7. (//. titmice) any of various small tuts, 
esp. of the genus Parus. [Micldle English] 

titrate i Chem. ascertain the amount of a con- 
stituent in (a solution) by measuring the volume 
of a known concentration of reagent required to 
complete a reaction with it, often using an indicator. 
0 titratable «dj. titration 1. 

titter @ i.inir laugh in a furtive or restrained way: 
cigvle. @ n. a furtive or restrained laugh. 

tittivate var of ivi. 

tittle n. a particle: a whit (esp. in phr. not one jot 
or tittle). {from Latin fitu/us ‘placard, ide’| 

tittle-tattle @ 1. petty vOssip. @ vial LOSSIP, ¢ hatter. 
[recduplication of 11 111,| 

tittup @ ¢in/r \tittuped., tittuping or tittupped, 
tittupping) esp. Br/. bob up and down: canter. 
en. sucha galt or movement. 

titty n. (pl. -tes) collog. or joc. = 111°. 

titular adj. 1 of or relating to a title \the book \ titular 
hero), 2 existing, or being what is specified, in name 
or title only ititular ruler: Htular sovereignty). [from 
French fitdare] o titularly adi. 

tizzy 1 


HCIVOUS 


also tizz, tiz, collog. a state ol 
tzzy,.  |20th-century 


pl. -1es 
aetttion [na 
coinage | 

T-junction 7. a road junction at which one road 
joins another at right angles without crossing it, 

TKO whi), Boxe technical knockout 

TL symb. Chem. he clement thallium 


TLC adh». collog 


tender loving care 


parotid (poison) 


om , gland 


dry warty 
skin 


shorl 


yqual 
body 


é reduced 
webbing on foot 


GANE 
(Bufo marinus} 


ORB] 


EUROPEAN 
COMMON TOAD 
(Bufo bufo) 


™ abbr 1 trade mark. 2 Transcendental Meci- 
tation. 

Tm yim. Chem. the element thulium. 

TN addr. U'S Tennessee (in official postal use) 

tn abbr. US ton{s). 

TINT addi. trinitrotoluene, a high explosive formed 
from toluene. 

to @ rep. 1 introducing a noun a expressing what is 
reached, approached, or touched ( fell to the ground: 
went to Paris, five minutes to six). b expressing what is 
aimed at: often introducing the indirect object of a 
verb (throw tl to me; explained the problem to them). © as 
far as; up to (zent on to the end; have to slay from Tuesday 
to Friday,. d to the extent of (eeere all drunk to a man: 
was starved to death). e expressmg what ts followed 
yaccording to instructions; made to order). £ expressing 


TOADSTOOL 


‘Loadlstools, like mushrooms, 
are fungi belonging to the 
divisions Ascomycota 
and Basidiomycota: 
most produce umbrella- 
shaped fruiting bodies. 
Inedible or poisonous types 
tend to be called ‘toadstools’, 

; whereas cdible ones are “mush- 
rooms’, although the distine- 
ion ts not truly scientific. 


PES AGRIC 


Yl PS S!e 
AN Gale 


SAW-GILLED 
BLU B-C.AP 
(Corlinartus friumphans) 


(Amanila muscaria) 


\Entoloma serrulatum) 


toadstool 


what is considered or affected (am used to that; that 
is nothing to me). g expressing what is caused or 
produced (turn to stone). h expressing what is 
compared (nothing to what ut once was; equal to the occa- 
sion). 1 expressing what is ereased (add i to mune). 

| j expressing what is involved or composed as speci- 

fied (there is nothing to it). 2 introducing the infinitive: 
a as a verbal noun (to get there is the priority). b ex- 
pressing purpose, conscquence, or cause (we eal to 
live; left him to starve, am sorry to hear that). c as a substi- 
tute for fo + infinitive (wanted to come but was unable to). 
@ adv. 1 in the normal or required position or condi- 
tion (come to; heave to). 2 (of a door) in a nearly closed 
position. O to and fro 1 backwards and forwards. 
2 repeatedly between the same points. [Old English] 

toad n. 1 < any froglike amphibian of the family 
Bufonidae, esp. of the genus Bufo, breeding in 
water but living chiefly on land. > roc, FROG, MID- 
wirt, 1oAp. 2 a repulsive or detestable person. [Old 
English] o toadish ad. 

toadfish x. (pl. usu. same) any marine fish of the 
family Batrachoididae, with a large head and wide 
mouth, making grunting noises by vibrating the 
walls of its swim-bladder. 

toadflax n. 1 » any plant of the genus 
Linaria or Chaenorrhinum (figwort fam- 
ily), esp. ZL. vulgarts (yellow toad- 
flax), with narrow leaves like flax 
aud spurred yellow flowers. 2 a 
related plant, Cymbalaria muralis, 
with lilac flowers and ivy-shaped 
leaves. 

toad-in-the-hole 1. Brit. sausages 
or other meat baked in batter. 

toadlet 7. a small or young toad. 

toadstone 7. a stone, sometimes 
precious, supposed to resemble 
or to have been formed 
in the body of a toad, 
formerly used as an amulet 
etc. 

toadstool 7x. W the spore- 
bearing body of various 
fungi, usu. with a round top 
and slender stalk, esp. one that is poisonous or 
inedible (cf. musuRo@Mt 2. 1). runctis 


ee 


TOADFLAX: 
YELLOW TOADFLAX 
(Linaria vulgaris) 


EXAMPLES OF TOADSTOOLS 


~ 
oA 


STOUT AGARIG 
(Amanita spissa) 


SMOOTH PARASOL | 


(Leuvoagaricus leucothites) 


COMMON INK-C.AP 
(Coprinus 
atramentarius) 


WOOD 
WOOLLY-FOO1 
(Collybia peronata\ 


toady 


toady @ 2. (/. -ies) a sycophant; an obsequious 
hanger-on. @ vir G (foll. by fo) intr. (-ies, -ied) 
behave servilely to; fawn upon. [contraction of 
toad-eater, a charlatan’s attendant who ate toads 
(regarded as poisonous)] 0 toadyish adj. toady- 
ism 2. 

toast 7. 1 bread in slices browned on both sides by 
radiant heat. 2 aa person or thing in whose honour 
a company is requested to drink. b a call to drink or 
an instance of drinking in this way. @ z. 1 & cook or 
brown (bread, a teacake, cheese, etc.) by radiant 
heat. 2 intr. (of bread etc.) become brown in this 
way. 3 i. warm (one’s feet, oneself, etc.) at a fire etc. 
4 iy, drink to the health or in honour of (a person or 
thing). [from Latin tostus ‘parched’; n. sense 2: from 
the notion that a woman’s name flavours the drink , 
as spiced toast would] | 


toaster 7. ¥ an electrical device for making toast. 


ization of cell membranes etc. [based on Greek 
tokos ‘offspring’ + pherein ‘to bear’| 

tocsin 7. an alarm bell or signal. [from Provencal 
tocasenh| 

tod n. Bri. slang on one’s tod alone; on one’s own. 
[20th-century comage] 

today e adv. 1 on or in the course of this present 
day. 2 nowadays; in modern times. @ 2. 1 this 
present day. 2 modern times. 0 today week (or 
fortnight etc.) Brit. a week (or fortnight etc.) from 
today. [Old English to deg ‘on (this) day’) 

toddle e v.iniz, 1 walk with short unsteady steps like 
those of a small child. 2 collog. a (often foll. by round, 
to, etc.) take a leisurely walk. b (usu. foll. by off) 
depart. @ 7. 1 a toddling walk. 2 collog. a leisurely 
walk. [l6th-century coinage, originally Scots & 
northern English] 

toddler n. a child who is just beginning to walk. 
: , Otoddlerhood n. 

ae | toddy ». (p/. -ies) 1 a drink of spirits with hot water 


heating spring \ slice of and sugar or spices. 2 the sap of some kinds of 
ener \ eri | palm, fermented to produce alcoholic spirit. [based 
loasl on Sanskrit dd/a ‘palmyra’, an Asian palm} 


holder to-do n. (p/. to-dos) a commotion or fuss. 


toe e 7. 1 any of the five terminal projections of 
the human foot. 2 the corresponding part of an 
animal. 3 the part of an item of footwear that 
covers the toes. 4 the lower end or tip of an imple- 
ment etc. @ vl (toes, toed, toeing) I touch (a 
starting lime etc.) with the toes before starting 
a race. 2 mend the toe of (a sock etc.). 0 on 
one’s toes alert, eager. toe the line conform to 
a general policy or principle, esp. unwillingly or 
under pressure. turn up one’s toes collog. die. 
{Old Enghsh] 0 toed ad). (also in comb). toeless ad). 


fwo-metal ' : 

(bimetallic) by toecap nv. the (usu. strengthened) outer covering 

strip SUG EAEr of the toe of a boot or shoe. ie 
wage toe clip 7. » a clip on clip 
contact \ electromagnet a bicycle pedal to pre- y 


vent the foot from 
slipping. > sevens 


TOASTER: INTERNAL MUCHANISM OF A TOASTER : 
a toecurling ad collog. 


distasteful or regard- 
ed as unpleasant, 
often because of ex- 
ressive senumental- 


toastie 2. collog. a toasted sandwich or snack. 
toasting-fork 7. a long-handled fork for making 
toast before a fire. 
toastmaster 7. (fem. toastmistress) an official ity. 
responsible for announcing toasts at a public occa- toehold 7x. 1 a small 
sion. foothold. 2 a small begin- 
tobacco 7. (fi. -os) 1 the nicotine-rich leaves of — "NS OF advantage. 
a plant of the genus .Nicoliana, prepared esp. for, toenail 7. the nail at the 
smoking or chewing, 2 this plant (cf. rosvcco PLAN). tip of each toe. 
[from Spanish tabaco| toe-rag n. Bri. slang a term of contempt for 
tobacconist 7. a retailer of tobacco and cigarettes a person. fearher in sense ‘tramp, vagrant’. from 


TOERSGLEIRGON TS 
MOUNTAIN BIKL 


etc. the use of a rag as a sock] 

tobacco pipe see riri. 7. 2a. toff e 7. an upper-class person; a smart or well- 
tobacco plant 7.» any plant of the 9 , dressed person. Ole (toll. by up) dress up smartly. 
genus Nicotiana, of American origin, 2 toffee n. 1 a kind of firm or hard sweet made 


% by boiling sugar, butter, etc. 2 Brit. a small piece of 
this. D for toffee «prec. by cant etc.) Brit. collog. 
(denoting incompetence) at all (they couldn't sing 
Jor toffee). {later variant of 1arty | 
toffee apple 1. Bri. an apple with 
a thin coating of toffee, mounted 
on a stick. 
toffee-nosed ad). esp. Brit. collog. snob- 
bish, pretentious. 
tofu n. (esp. in Ghina and Japan) a curd made 
from mashed soya beans. [from Chinese doufu 
‘rotten beans’| 
tog" collog. @ n. (usu. in pl.) an item of clothing. 
e@ ul GS intr (togged, togging) (foll. by oul, up) 
dress, esp. elaborately. 
tog? n. Bri. a unit of thermal resistance used to 
express the insulating properties of clothes 


grown for its narcotic leaves (see 
towacco) or for its nght-scented 
flowers. 

toboggan e 7. a long light 
narrow sledge for sliding down- 
hill esp. over compacted snow or 
ice. @ vinx ride on a toboggan. 
[trom Algonquian] 0 toboggan- 
er 7. tobogganing 1. 

toby jug 7. a jug or mug for 
ale etc., usu. in the form of 
a stout old man wearing a 
three-cornered hat. [from 
Toby, pet form of Tobias] 

toccata 7. a musical com- 
position for a keyboard 
instrument designed to ex- 


TOBACCO i 
PLANT: 
COMMON 
TOBACCO 
(Nicotiana 
tabacum 


tolerable 


together e adv. 1 in company or conjunction (walk- 
ing together; built it together). 2 simultaneously; at the 
same ume (both shouled together). 3 one with another 
(were talking together). 4 into conjunction; so as to 
unite (“ed them together). 3 into company or compan- 
ionship (came together in frendship). 6 uninterruptedly 
(could talk for hours logether). @ adj. collog. well organ- 
ized or controlled. o together with as well as; and 
also. (Old English] 
togetherness 7. 1 the condition of being together. 
2 a feeling of comfort from being together. 
toggle e 7. 1 a device for fastening (esp. a garment), 
consisting of a crosspiece which is passed through 
a hole or loop. & purr. coat. 2 Computing a key or 
command that ts operated the same way but with 
opposite effect on successive occasions. @ v. 1 fr 
provide or fasten with a toggle. 2 inir, Computing 
switch from one state to another by using a toggle. 
{18th-century nautical coinage] 
toil e v.in/, 1 work laboriously or incessantly. 2 make 
slow painful progress (toiled along the path). @ n. 
prolonged or intensive labour; drudgery. [from 
Latin tudiculare ‘to sur about’] 0 toiler n. 
toilet 1. 1 = iavatory. 2 a the process of washing 
oneself, dressing, etc. (make one’s toilet). b (attrib.) 
for or to enable this process (toilet requisites). [from 
French éoiette ‘cloth, wrapper’] 
toilet paper 7. paper for cleaning oneself after 
excrcting, 
toilet roll x. a roll of toilet paper. 
toiletry 7. (p/. -ies) (usu. in pl.) any of various art- 
icles or cosmetics used in washing, dressing, etc. 
toilette 2. = row 2. [French| 
toilet-training 7. the traming of a young child 
to use the lavatory. 0 toilet-train v./7 
toilet water 7. a clilute form of perfume used after 
washing. 
toils 7.pl. archaic or literary a net or snare. [from Latin 
tela ‘web’] 
toilsome adj. involving toil; laborious. 
toil-worn adj. worn or worn out by toil. 
toing and froing 7. (//. toings and froings) 
constant movement to and fro; bustle; dispersed 
acuvity. 
Tokay n. a sweet aromatic wine, originally made 
near ‘Tokaj in Hungary. 
token e 7. 1 a thing serving as a symbol, reminder, 
or distinctive mark of something (a a token of affec- 
tion). 2 a thing serving as evidence of authenticity 
or as a guarantee. 3 a voucher exchangeable for 
goods (often of a specified kind), given as a gift. 
4 anything used to represent something else, esp. 
a metal disc ete. used instead of money in coin- 
operated machines etc. @ aliribadj. 1 nominal or 
perfunctory (/oken effort). 2 conducted bricfly to 
demonstrate strength of feeling 
(token resistance: — token strike). 
3 serving to acknowledge 


hin toga 8 principle only (token pay 
\ / ment). 4 chosen by way 
\ / of tokenism to represent 


a particular group (éhc 

token woman on the commil- 

lee). O by this (or the 

. same) token 1 similarly. 

i 2 moreover. [Old English] 

tokenism 1. 1 esp. Polil. the 

principle or practice of 

granting minimum conces- 

slons, ¢sp. to appease radical 

demands ete. (ef ronin adj. 

4). 2 making only a token 
cflort. 0 tokenistic «adj. 

told past anc past part. ol 


hibit the performer's touch and technique. [Italian, and quilts. [from 10c', on the pattern of an purple tolerable ad. 1 able to 
literally ‘touched’ earlier unit, the ¢e/o (from clothes) hand uf be endured. 2 fairl good: 
tocopherol /to-kof-cr-ol/ n. any of several closely toga n. his/. ® an ancient Roman citizen's an official i medioere, [from Latin 
related vitamins, found in wheatgerm oil, egg yolk. flowing outer garment, [Latin] o toga’d / kathy  tlerabili\) @ tolerabil- 
and leafy vegetables, and important in the stabil- adj. (also togaed.. TOGA vandal ity n, tolerably ad 


tolerance 


tolerance 7. 1 a willingness or ability to tolerate: 
forbearance. 2 the capacity to tolerate something, 
esp. a drug, transplant, angen, environmental 
condition, etc., without adverse reaction. 3 an 
allowable variation in any measurable property. 
4 diminution in response to a drug after continued 
use. [from Latin folerantia] 

tolerant adj. 1 disposed or accustomed to tolerate 
others or their acts or opinions. 2 «foll. by of) 
enduring or patient. [from Latin folerant- ‘endur- 
ing] 0 tolerantly adi. 


tolerate »/; 1 allow the existence or occurrence of 


without authoritative interference. 2 leave unmol- 
ested. 3 endure or permit, esp. with forbearance. 
4 endure (suffering ete.). 5 be capable of continued 
subjection to (a drug, radiation, ete.) without harm. 
[based on Latin /oleratus ‘endured’| 0 tolerator n. 

toleration 7. the process or practice of tolerating, 
esp. the allowing of differences in religious opinion 
without discrimination. 

toll’ x. 1 a charge payable for permission to pass 
a harrier or use a bridge or road etc. 2 the cost or 
damage caused by a disaster, battle, etc. (death toll), 
3 N. Amer. a charge for a long distance telephone 
call. o take its toll be accompanied by loss or 
injury ete. [from Greek /e/dnion “toll-house’| 

toll? e « 1 a itr (of a belli sound with a slow 
uniform succession of strokes. b /r ring (a bell) in 
this way. ¢ ér (of a bell) announce or mark (a death 
etc.) in this way. 2 ¢ strike (the hour). @ 7. I the act 
of tollmg. 2 a stroke of a bell. [Middle English, 
special use of (now dialect) /ol/ ‘to entice, pull] 

toll bridge 7. a bridge at which a toll is charged. 

toll gate n. a gate preventing passage until a toll 
is paid. 

toll-house 7. a house at a toll gate or toll bridge, 
used by a toll collector, 

tollroad 7. a road maintained by the tolls collected 
on il. 

Toltec 7. 1 amember of an American Indian people 
that flourished in Mexico before the Aztecs. 2 the 
language of this people. [Nahuatl] 0 Toltecan ad. 

tolu /t6-loo, toh-loo/ n. a fragrant brown balsam 
obtained from either of two S, Amcrican trees, 
Afyroxrton balxamum or Af. tolufera, and used in 
perfumery and medicine. [from Santiago de Tolu, 
in Colombia] 

toluene /tol-yoo-een/ n. a colourless aromatic 
liquid hydrocarbon derivative of benzcne, used 
in the manufacture of explosives etc. a toluic ad). 

tom 7. a male of various animals, esp. (in full tom- 
cat) a male cat. [abbreviation of the name Thomas] 

tomahawk e »). 1 <a N. American 
Indian axe with a stone or iron 
head, esp. one used as a weapon. 

2 Austral. a hatchet. @ vtr strike, cut. 


ion or kill with a tomahawk. {American 
a\e- Indian word] 
head tomato 1. | //. -oes) 1 Aa glossy red 


or yellow pulpy edible fruit. 2 a plant 
of the nightshade family, Lycopersicon 
esculentum, bearimg this. [from Mex- 
ican domall| o tomatoey ad). 
tomb ». 1» a large esp. under- 
ground vault for the burial of 
the dead. 2 an enclosure cut 
in the earth or in rock to 
receive a dead body. 3 a sepul- 
chral monument. 4 (prec. by 
the) the state of death. [from 
Greek fumboy| 


shaft 


tombola 7. Bri. a kind of 
lottery with uckets drawn from 
a turning drum-shaped con- 
tainer for inmeciate prizes, esp. 
at a fete or fain [based on Italian 
tombolare “to tumble’ } 


TOMAHAWK: CIRLMONIN 
DAKOLA TOMAHAWK 


TOMATO 


Originally native to South America, 
the tomato is related to the potato; its 
| fruit is botanically classed as a berry. 

' Many shapes, varicties, and sizes of 
tomato are available for purchase 
throughout the year, and are con- 
sumed either cooked or raw. 


pulp 


(endo 
carp) 
Sleshy wall 
(mesocarp) 


EXAMPLES OF TOMATOES 


- \ 


(CHERRY TOMATO 


tomboy ». a girl who behaves in a usu. boyish hois- 
terous way. G tomboyish ad). tomboyishness 7. 

tombstone 7. a stone standing or laid over a grave, 
usu. with an epitaph. 

tom-cat sce [oM. 

Tom, Dick, and Harry 2. (usu. prec. by any, every) 
usu. derog, ordinary people taken at random. 

tome 7. a large heavy book or volume. [lrom Greek 
fontos “section, volume | 

tomfool 7, 1 a foolish person, 2 (attrib, silly, foolish 
(a fomfool idea). 

tomfoolery 7. | //. -ies) 1 foolish behaviour; non- 
sense, 2 an instance of this. 

Tommy 1. (//. -ies) collog. a British private soldier. 
{from Tommy (Thomas) Atkins, used in specimens of 
completed official forms] 

tommy bar 7. a short bar inserted inte a hole in 
a screw ete, to help turn it. 

tommy-gun 7. a type of sub-machine gun. [named 
after J. T. Thompyon, US Army officer, 1860 1940, 
its co-Inventor} 

tommyrot 7. s/ang nonsense. 

tomogram ». a record obtained by tomography. 

tomography 7. a scanning technique which 
displays details of a plane cross-section, csp. 
through the bodly. {based on Greek fon? *a cutting’ | 

tomorrow e@ ad:. 1 on the day alicr today, 2 at some 
future tume. @ 7. 1 the day after today. 2 the near 
future. GO tomorrow morning (or afternoon 
etc.) in the morning (or afternoon etc.) of tomor- 
row, tomorrow week esp. Brit, a week from 
tomorrow: [Middle English] 

Tom Thumb ». (also tom thumb) 1 a dwarf var- 
iety of a cultivated flower or vegetable. 2 a small 


cath mound heehive shaped 


tomb «tholos) 


open-air corrido) 
, (\dromos) 


Vossuary 


\ 
\ resting-place qa! 
of hing’s body all 


TOMBE RECONSTRUCTION OF 
ROYAL OBL LHIVES LOMB, 


NUNN GHENT, 
(1 $00 Be. 


placenta 


seed _ 


BEETEST LAK TOMATO 


tone control 


glossy skin 
(exocarp) 


flower 
stalh 
(pedicel) 


whorl of 


STANDARD TOMATO — sepals (calyx) 


PL MCA) 


wild flower, esp. bird’s-foot trefoil. [mame of the 
tiny hero of a nursery talc] 
tomtit 7. a til, esp. a blue tit. 
tom-tom », 1a simple drum beaten with the hands. 
2 a tall drum beaten with the hands and used in 
jazz bands ete. & prem kre. [from Hindi ¢amtam| 
-tomy comb, form forming nouns denoting cutting, 
esp. in surgery (/aparolomy), [from Greek -tomia 
“cutting | 
ton 7. 1 (in full long ton) a unit of weight equal to 
2.240 Ib avoirdupois (1016.05 kg). 2 (in full short 
ton) esp..\. dmer a unit of weight equal to 2,000 Ib 
avoirdupois (907.19 kg). 3 = muir: ron. 4 (in full 
displacement ton) a unit of measurement of a 
ship’s weight or volume, equal to 2,240 Ib or 35 cu. 
fi «0.99 cubic metres). 5 (usu. in pl.) collog. a large 
number or amount (/ons of money). 6 esp. Brit, slang 
aa speed of 100 m.p.h. ba sum of £100. ¢ a score 
of 100.0 weigh a ton collog. be very heavy. [differ- 
enuated in the 17th century from ivy] 
tonal adj, 1 of or relating to tone or tonality. 2 Afus. 
(of a fugue etc.) having repetitions of the subject 
at different pitches in the same key. [from medieval 
Latin /onalis| 0 tonally ade. 
tonality 1. fi. -ies) 1 Afw. a the relationship 
between the tones of a musical scale. b the obser- 
vance of a single tomic key as the basis of a compos- 
iuon. 2 the tone or colour scheme of a picture. 
tone en. 1 a musical or vocal sound. esp. with refer- 
ence to its pitch, quality, and strength. 2 {often in 
pl.) modulation of the voice expressing a particular 
fecling or mood (@ cheerful fone). 3 a manner of 
expression in writing, 4 us. a a musical sound, 
esp. of a definite pitch and character. b an interval 
of a major second, e.g, C-D. 5 a the general effect 
of colour or of hivht and shade in a picture. b the 
tint or shade of a colour 6 a the prevailing charac- 
ter of the morals and sentiments etc. in a group. 
b an attitude or sentiment expressed esp. in a letter 
ete. 7 the proper firmness or functioning of bodily 
organs or tissues. 8 a state of good or specified 
health or quality. 9 Phonet, an accent on one syllable 
of a word. @ 7. 1 ¢ give the desired tone to. 
2 t modify the tone of 3 int: (often toll. by to) 
attune, 4 int: (foll. by reith) be in harmony (esp. of 
colour). 0 tone down 1 make or become softer 
in tone of sound or colour. 2 make (a statement 
tc.) less harsh or emphatic. tone up 1 make 
or become stronger in tone of sound or 
colour, 2 make (a statement ete.) more 
emphatic. {from Greek fones ‘tension, tonc’| 
0 toneless «i. tonelessly adi. 
tone arm 7. the movable arm supporting the pick- 
up of a record player. 
tone control 7. a switch for varying the proportion 
of high and low frequencies in reproduced sound. 


tone-deaf 


tone-deaf adj. unable to perceive differences of 
musical pitch accurately. 0 tone-deafness 7. 
tone poem 27. = syMPHONIC POEM, 
toner 7. 1 a chemical bath for toning a photo- 
graphic print. 2 a powder used in xerographic 
copying processes. 3 a cosmetic preparation for 
toning the skin. 
tone-row 7. = siKits 7. 
tongs 7.//. (also pair of tongs sig) 
<an instrument with two hinged or 
sprung arms for grasping and hold- 
ing. [pl. of obsolete ong ‘prong’| 
tongue 7. 1 W the fleshy muscular 
organ in the mouth used in tasting, 
lickmmg, and swallowing, and (in 
humans) for speech. © bicestion, 
HEAD, TASTE BUD. 2 the tongue of an ox etc. 
as food. 3 the faculty of or a tendency 
in speech (a sharp tongue). 4 a particular 
language (the German longue). 5 a thing like 
a tongue, esp.: a a long low promontory. 
b a strip of leather etc., attached at one 
end only, under the laces in a shoe. 
i rf > sHor, ¢ the clapper of a bell. d the pin 
NI 3 | of a buckle. e the projecting strip on 
r, a wooden etc. board fitting into the 
groove of another. f a jet of flame. 
0 find (or lose) one’s tongue be 


hinge 


TONGS POR 
KITCHEN USE 
after a shock etc. the gift of tongues 

the power of speaking in unknown languages, 
regarded as one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2). with one’s tongue hanging out eagerly or 
expectantly. with one’s tongue in one’s cheek 
insincerely or ironically. keep a civil tongue 
in one’s head avoid rudeness. [Old English] 
0 tongued adj. (also in comb.). tongueless ad). 

tongue-and-groove e 7. (oficn afi.) planking etc. 
with a projecting strip down one side and a groove 
down the other. 

tongue-in-cheek e@ adj. ironic: slyly humorous. 
@ adv. insincerely or ironically. 

tongue-lashing 2. a severe scolding or reprimand. 

tongue-tied ad. too shy or embarrassed to speak. 

tongue-twister 7. a sequence of words difficult to 
pronounce quickly and correctly. 

tonguing 7. Mus. the technique of playing a wind 
instrument using the tongue to articulate certain 
notes. 

tonic e 7. 1 an invigorating medicine. 2 anything 
serving to invigorate. 3 = rome waren. 4 ALus, the 
first degree of a scale, formmg the keynote of a 
piece (see KEYNOTE 3). @ adj. 1 serving as a tonic; 
invigorating. 2 .\fus. denoting the first degree of 


| 
TONGUE 
The tongue is a fleshy organ 
rooted within the lower jaw; in 


ee : Be ; lingual 
humans, it is unique in forming jyy si] _ 
| part of the system that pro- 
duces speech. Its other func- ee 
. , ‘ k palatine 
tions include shaping food into ee 


a readily swallowed bolus and 4 
the ability to taste. Most taste payitia 
buds (taste-receptor cells) are 
sited in papillae on the surface 
of the tongue; others lie on 
the palate, throat, and epiglot- 
tis. Taste buds respond only vou) 
to bitter, sour, salty, or sweet lasle buds 
| flavours, passing signals to the 
brain, which are enhanced by 
perceptions such as smell. 


laste buds 


salty 
laste buds ~ 


vote 


ANATOMY OF THE 
FD OPIN GUE 


able (or unable) to express oneself 


epigloltis — 


bitter ——_ 


taste buds - 


a scale. 3 producing tension, esp. of the 
muscles. [from Greek tonikos| 0 tonically ado. 

tonicity n. 1 the state of being tonic. 2 a 
healthy elasticity of muscles ete. 

tonic sol-fa n. Afus. a system of notation used 
esp. In teaching singing, with doh as the key- 
note of all major keys and lah as the keynote of 
all minor keys. 

tonic water 7. a carbonated soft drmk con- 
taining quinine. 

tonight e adv. on the present or approaching 
evening or night. @ 7. the evening or night 
of the present day. [Old English] 

tonnage n. 1 a ship’s internal cubic capacity 
or freight-carrying capacity measured in tons. 
2 a charge per ton on freight or cargo, [ori- 
ginally in sense ‘duty on a tun of wine’: Old 
French] 


tonne 7. = mriric ton. [French] 


toothing 


toolbar 7. a strip of icons on a computer 
screen. used to initiate commands. 
tooling x. 1 the process of dressing stone with 
a chisel. 2 < the ornamentation of a leather 
book cover with designs impressed by heated 
tools. 
toolmaker n. a person who makes precision 
tools, esp. tools used in a press. 0 toolmaking 7. 
tool-pusher 7. a worker directing the drilling 
on an oil rig. 
toolshed 7. a shed in which tools etc, are stored. 
toot en. 1 a short sharp sound as made by a 
horn, trumpet, or whistle. 2 US s/ang cocaine or 
a snort (see snori n. 4) of cocaine. @ v 1 tr 
sound (a horn etc.) with a short sharp sound. 
2 intr. give out such a sound. O tooter 7. 
tooth e 7. (//. teeth) 1 W each of a set of 
hard bony enamel-coated structures in 


\ gold the jaws of most vertebrates, used for 


tonsil n. either of two small masses of tooling biting and eee % 8 ae [ns 
lymphoid tissue, one on each side of the TOOLING a eatin e the cog 0! Beals 
root of the tongue. > roncuc. [from Latin ON A BOOK’S WHEE He POM OL 2 Saw ee 


pl. tonsillae| 0 tonsillar ad). 

tonsillectomy 2. (//. -ies) the surgical re- 
moval of the tonsils. 

tonsillitis 7. inflammation of the tonsils. 

tonsorial ad}. usu. joc. of or relating to a hairdresser 
or hairdressing. [based on Latin tonsor ‘barber’] 

tonsure e 7. | the shaving of the crown of the head 
or the entire head, esp. of a person entering a 
priesthood or monastic order, 2 a bare patch made 
in this way. @ zr give a tonsure to. [from Latin 
tonsura] 

ton-up alirib.adj. slang (of a motorcyclist) achieving 
a speed of 100 m.p.h., esp. habitually. 

too adv. 1 io a greater extent than is desirable or 
permissible (/o0 darge). 2 collog. extremely (_you’re too 
kind). 3 in addition (are they coming too?). O none 
too I rather less than ( feeling none too good). 2 barely. 
too bad sec uv. too much, too much for see 
MUCH. too right see RIGHT. [stressed form of 10] 

toodle-oo in/. collog. goodbye 

took past of ikc. 

tool e x. 1 any device or implement used to carry 
out mechanical functions whether manually or by a 
machine, 2 a thing used in an occupation or pursuit 
(the tools af one’s trade, literary tools). 3 a person used as 
a mere instrument by another. e 7./7 1 dress (stone) 
with a chisel. 2 impress a design on (a leather book 
cover}. 3 slang drive or ride, esp. in a casual or 
leisurely manner. 4 (often foll. by up) equip with 
tools. o tool up 1 s/ang arm oneself. 2 equip 
oneself. [Old English] 5 tooler 7. 


, Vagus NETVL 


glosso 
pharyngeal 


MOT F 


— branch af 
mandibular 
nerve 


~ branch 
of facial 


nervee 


SPINE 


3 (often foll. by for) one’s sense of taste; an 
appetite. 4 (in pl.) force or effectiveness 
(the penalties give the contract teeth). @ v. 1 tr provide 
with teeth. 2 inér. (of cogwheels) engage, mterlock. 
co armed to the teeth completely and elaborately 
armed or equipped. fight tooth and nail fight 
very fiercely, get one’s teeth into devote oneself 
seriously to. in the teeth of 1 in spite of (opposi- 
tion or clifficulty ete.). 2 contrary to (instructions 
etc.). 3 directly against (the wind etc.). set a 
person’s teeth on edge see spc... [Old English] 
a toothed adj. (also in comb.). toothless adj. tooth- 


like ad). " 
biting surface 


crown = _ enamel 


dentine 
pulp 
cavily 
blood 


6 
mot | ae 
- gum 
~ cementum 
lower - < periodontal 


membrane 
root canal 


jawbon 


TOOTH: GROSS-SECTION O1 
\ HUMAN MOLAR 


toothache ». a pain in a tooth or teeth. 
toothbrush 7. a brush for cleaning the teeth. 
toothcomb 2. B7i/. = vine-);oor Coms. 


a Usage Although feothcomb and fine toothcomb arose 
from a misunderstanding of fine-tooth comb, they are 
now accepted as established expressions. 


toothed _ 
whale 1. > projecting 
a whale of wit 
the suborder — (rostrum, 
Odontoceti. 


having teeth touth 
rather than : 
baleen plates. 7 
Db wiittl 


tooth fairy 
n(n nursery 


tales) a fiury loucer jar 2 

who takes (mandible 

children’s 

niillomeeth TOOTHED WHALE: KIL1IR 


. - \ ~COneiat ICC 
after they fall SLI SUL ARRAS C718 


out and leaves a com, 
toothing 7. projecting bricks or stones left at th 
end of a wall to allow for tts continuauon, 


4h 


toothpaste 


toothpaste 1. a paste for cleaning the teeth. 

toothpick ». a small sharp instrument for removing 
pieces of food lodged between the teeth. 

tooth powder 2. powder for cleaning the teeth. 

toothsome adj. (of food) delicious, appetizing 
Oo toothsomely ad. toothy adj. toothier, toothi- 
est) having or showing numerous or prominent 
teeth (a toothy grin). 0 toothily adv. 

tootle e ¢.in/ 1 toot gently or repeat- 
edly. 2 collog. move casually or aim- 
lessly. @ 7. an act of tootling. 

too-too ad. & 
excessive(ly). 

tootsy 7. (also tootsie) ; //. -1es) (usu. in pi. 
collog. usu. joc. a foot; a toe. [dimunutive, from 
alteration of roo] 

top'e 7. 1 the highest point or part (the top of the 
house). 2 a the highest rank or place (at the lop of the 
school). b a person occupying this (‘as lop in maths), 
cesp. Bri. the upper end or head (the lop of the table). 
3 the upper surface of a thing, esp. of the ground, 
a table, etc, 4a the upper part of pyjamas, a track 
suit, etc. (pyjama top). b a garment for the upper 


adv. collog. extreme, 


body, e.g a T-shirt or blouse. 5 a the stopper of 


a bottle. b the lid of a jar. 6 esp. Brit. the creamy 
part of milk. 7 the folding roof of a car, pram, or 
carriage. 8 the utmost degree; height (called al the top 
of his voice). 9 (in pl.) collog. a person or thing of the 
best quality ‘Ae fops at encket). 10 (esp. in pi.; the 
leaves etc. of a plant grown esp. for its root (turnip 
lop). AL Brit. = vor crrr (climbed the hill in top, 
12 = sorsern. @ adj. L highest in position (the top shelf), 
2 highest in degree or importance (at lop speed: the top 
job). @ utr (topped, topping) 1 provide with a top. 
cap, etc. (cake topped with wimg. 2 remove the top 
of (a plant. fruit, ete.). 3 be higher or better than; 
surpass; be at the top of (lopped the list). 4 slang 
a execute esp. by hanging, kill. b (ref) commit 
suicide. 5 reach the top of (a hill etc... 6 Golf'a hit 
(a ball) above the centre. b make :a stroke) in this 
way Dat the top (or at the top of the tree) in the 
highest rank of a profession etc. come to the 
top win distincuon, from top to toe from head 
to foot; completely. off the top of one’s head 
see itLAb, on top 1 in a superior position: above. 
2 on the upper part of the head (bald on top). 
on top of 1 fully in command of. 2 in close prox- 
imity to. 3 in addition to. on top of the world 
collog. exuberant. over the top 1 esp. fa/. over 
the parapet of a trench (and into battle); mto 
action, 2 hyphenated when attrib; to excess. 
heyond reasonable limits; outrageous (thal joke 
was over the top. top off (or wp) put an end o1 
the finishing touch to ya thing). top out put the 
highest stone on (a building). top ten (or twenty 
ete the first (en for etc.) records in 
the charts. top up 1 a complete (an amount or 
number). b fill up ya glass or other partly full con- 
tainer). 2 top up something lor ta person) (mar | top 
pou up with sherry?). [Old English] 0 tepmost ad). 


twenty 


top? 7. a wooden or metal toy, typically conical. 
spinning on a point when set in moon by hand, 
string, cic. [Old English] 

topaz 7. 1 <a transparent o1 


translucent aluminium sili- 
ul 


lopaz crystal m4 


cate mineral, usu. yellow, 
2 any 
S..American hummingbird 
of the genus Jopaza. [from 
Gre k lupazoas| 

topazolite 7. a yellow or 
green kind of garnet. 


used ax a gem. 


top brass sec nrass 7. 

topcoat 7. 1 an overcoat. 
gf 0T 2 an outer coat of paint 

groundmays etC. Ba NDLRE GON 

TOPAZ top dog 2. colloy. a victor 
OT Masel 

top-down «alfrih.ad). 1 proceeding trom the general 
to the parucular, or from thi 
2 hierarchical. 


top downwards 


top drawer e 7. 1 the uppermost drawer in a 
chest etc. 2 collog. high social position or origin. 
@ alirib.adj. (top-drawer) cullog. of the highest qual- 
ity or esp. social level. 

top dressing 7. 1 the application of manure or 
fertilizer to the top of the earth instead of plough- 
ing it in. 2 manure so applied. o top dress z.tr. 

tope 7. ¥ a small shark, Galeorhinus galeus. [from 


Tamil toppu| 


y 4 


TORE 
(Galeorhinus galeus) 


topee var. of ror. 
top-flight «adj. in the highest rank of achievement. 
top fruit 7. Bril. fruit grown on trees, not bushes. 
topgallant 7. .\aui. the mast, sail, yard, or rigging 
immediately above the topmast and topsail. 
CD BATT LSHIR RIGGING 
top gear 7. Bri, the highest gear in a motor vehicle 
or bievele. 
top hat #7. a man’s formal hat with a high cylindrical 
crown. & ivi 
top-heavy adj. 1 disproportionately heavy at the 
top so as to be in danger of toppling. 2 (of an 
organization, business, etc.) having a clispropor- 
lionately large number of people in senior pos- 
iions. O top-heaviness ». 
topi /toh-pec/ n. (also topee) ( p/. topis or topees; 
Anglo-Ind. a hat, esp. a sola topt. [from 
Hindi top| 
topiary /toh-pi-ari/ e «adj. con- 
cerned with or formed by clipping 
shrubs, trees, ete. into ornamental 
fe shapes. @ 7. (pl. -ies) 1 topiary art. 
2 < an example of this. [based on 
Latin lofiarius ‘landscape gardener’ | 
topic 7. 1 a theme for a book, dis- 
course, essay, sermon, etc. 2 the sub- 
ject of a conversation or argument. 
[from Greek fa lopika, literally *mat- 
(ers concerning commonplaces’, 
tide of a treatise by Aristotle] 
topical ad. 1 dealing with the 
news, current affairs, etc. (a topical 
song). 2 dealing with a place; local. 
O topicality 1. topically adi. 
topknot 7. 1 esp. /is!. a decora- 
tive knot or bow of ribbon worn 
on the head. 2 a tuft or crest grow- 
ing on the head. 
topless ad. 1 without a top. 
2 a (of clothes) having no upper 
part. b (of a person) wearing such 
clothes; bare-breasted. ¢ (of a place, 
esp. a beach) where women go top- 
less. G toplessness n. 


TOPIARY: 
C.LIPPED 
BON PRED 


top-level ad. of the highest level of importance, 
prestige, ete. 

topmast 7. ,\aul. the mast next above the lowe 
Mast. EH RIGGING. SCHOONLE 

top-notch ad). colloy. first-rate. 

topography ». 1 a detailed clescription, represen- 
tation on a map, ete., of the features of a town, 
district, ete. © sive. 2 such features. [based on Greek 
lopos “placc’| Oo topographer wv. topographic «d). 
topographical ad). topographically ad:, 

topology 7. Math. the study of geometrical proper- 
tues and spatial relations unaffected by the continu- 
ous change of shape or size of figures. [based on 
Greek lopos ‘place’| 0 topological adj. topologic- 
ally adv. topologist 7. 

toponymy 7. the stucly of the place names of a 
region, [based on Greek topos place’ + onuma ‘name’| 
Oo toponymiic “d). 


toreador 


topper 2. collog. = ‘vor Har. 

topping 7. anything that tops something else, esp. 
cream etc. on a dessert. 

topple vintr, GS tr 1 (often foll, by over) totter and 
fall (over), or cause to do so. 2 »verthrow or be over- 
thrown (the government was toppled by a coup). [based on 
ror] 

topsail n. 1 the square sail, or each of two such 
sails, next above the lowest. 2 a fore-and-aft sail 

above the gaff. > MAN-OF-WAR, SCHOONER 

top secret adj. of the highest secrecy. 
~~ topside n. 1 Bri. the outer side of a round 
of beef. 2 the side of a ship above the waterline. 
topsoil 7. the top layer of soil (opp. sussom). > som 
topspin n. a fast forward spinning motion imparted 
to a ball in tennis ete. 

topsy-turvy e ad. © adj. 1 upside down. 2 in utter 
confusion. @ n. utter confusion. O topsy-turvily 
adv. topsy-turviness 7. 

top-up 2. Bri. an addition; something that serves to 
top up (esp. a partly full glass). 

toque /tohk/ n. a woman’s small brimless hat. 
[French] 

tor x. a hill or rocky peak, esp. in Devon or Corn- 
wall. [Old English] 

Torah 7. 1 (usu. prec. by the) a the Pentateuch. b Wa 
scroll containing this. 2 the will of God as revealed 
in Mosaic law. [Hebrew, literally ‘instruction’ | 

handwritten 
serypl 


a 


S hakd-shaped ~ \, 
pointer (yad) - 


TORAH: TRADITIONAL SCROLL GONTAINING 
THE JEWISH PORAH 


tore n. (also torque) Ais/. 
> a necklace of twisted 
metal, esp. of the ancient 
Gauls and Britons. 
torch e 7. 1 (also 
electric torch) Bri. 
a portable battery- 
powered electric lamp. 
2 a piece of wood. 
cloth. etc., soaked in 
tallow and lit for illumin- 
auion. 3 a source of heat, 
umination, or enlighten- 
ment (bore aloft the torch of 
freedom. 4 esp. N. Amen a 
blowlamp. 5 US slang an 
arsonist. @ 7/2 esp. A. Amer. slang set alight with a 
torch. 0 carry a torch for suffer from unrequited 
love for. put te the torch destroy by burning. 
[from Latin éorgua| 
torchlight 1. 
0 torchlit ad), 
torch song 1. a popular song of unrequited love. 
torch singer /i. 
tore payt of rant. 


TORG: \NCILNI 
CLE L 


Lore 


the light of a torch or torches. 


toreador /to-rid-dor/ n. a bullfighter, esp. on 
horseback. [Spanish| 


toreador pants 


TORNADO 


Of all types of storm, a tornado (or 
‘twister’) is the most violent. It occurs 
when moist air rises, heated over warm 
land or sea; it cools at high altitudes and 
condenses into water droplets, forming a 
thundercloud. The suction of the rising 
air draws up a spiral of air from below, 
and strong winds begin to blow. The 
tornado formed beneath the thunder- 
cloud may produce winds of 400 

k.p.h. (250 m.p.h.) or more, and 

the low air pressure at its 

centre can cause buildings 

to explode. A water- 

spout occurs when 

a tornado passes 

over water. 


N air 
funnel 


\. spiral of 
rising air 


narrow base, usually 
less than 1.6 km 
©. (1 male) across 


debris left 
in wake of 
tornado 


FEATURES OF A TORNADO 


rs 


toreador pants n.f/. women’s close-fitting calf- 
length trousers. 

torero 2. (fl. -os) a bullfighter. [Spanish| 

torgoch 7. /taw-gokh/ a kind of red-bellied char 
found in some Welsh lakes. 

tori pl. of Torus. 

toric adj. Geom. having the form of a torus or part 
of a torus. 


torment e 7. /tor-ment/ I severe physical or men- 
tal suffering (was m torment). 2 a cause of this. 
@ wir. /tor-ment/ 1 subject to torment (lormented 
with worry). 2 tease or worry excessively (enjoyed tor 


| TORQUE 


Torque is a force that makes an object 
rotate. A nut turns because of the torque 
applied by a spanner. The size of the 
torque is found by multiplying the applicd 
force by its distance from the axis, so that | 
a longer spanner exerts greater torque. 


longer handle 
exerts greater 
| torque on nut 


extendable 
spanner 


USE OF 


PORQUE TO TIGHTEN A NU1 


menting the teacher). [from Latin tormenium ‘instrument 
of torture’] G tormentor 2. 
torn past part. of rear! 
tornado 7. (/. -oes or -os) <a violent storm of 
small extent with whirling winds. 0 tornadic ad). 
toroid n. a figure having the shape of a torus. 
0 toroidal ad). 
torpedo e 7. (pl. -oes) 1 a a cigar-shaped self 
propelled underwater missile that explodes on 
impact with a ship. b (in full aerial torpedo) a 
similar device dropped from an aircraft. > warHexn. 
2 ool. an electric ray. 3 US a type of explosive 
device or firework. @ vir (-oes, -oed) 1 destroy or 
attack with a torpedo. 2 make (a policy, institu- 
tion, plan, etc.) ineffective or inoperative. [Latin, 
literally ‘numbness, electric ray’] 
torpedo boat 7. a small fast lightly armed warship 
for carrying or discharging torpedoes. 
torpid ad. 1 sluggish, inactive, dull, apathetic. 
2 numb. 3 (of a hibernating animal) dormant. 
[from Latin forpidus| 0 torpidity n. torpidly ado. 
torpidness 7. 
torpor 7. torpidity. [Latin] 
torque n. 1 Mech. ¥ the moment of a system of 
forces tending to cause rotation. 2 var. of 1oRc. 
{based on Latin torguere ‘to twist’| 0 torquey ad). 
torque converter 7. a device to transmit the 
correct torque from the engine to the axle in a 
motor vehicle. & GkARBON 
torrefy (7. (-1es, -1ed) 1 roast or dry (metallic ore, 
a drug, etc.). 2 parch or scorch with heat. [based 
on Latin ¢orrére ‘to scorch’) 0 torrefaction 7. 
torrent 7. 1 a rushing stream of water, lava, etc. 
2 (in pl.) a great downpour of rain (came down in 
torrents). 3 (usu. foll. by of) a violent or copious flow 
(uttered a torrent of abuse). [from Latin torrent- ‘scorch- 
ing, boiling, roaring’| c torrential adj. torren- 
tially adv. 
torrid gd). 1 a (of the weather) very hot and dry. 
(of land etc.) parched by such weather. 2 (of 
language or actions) emotionally charged; passion- 
ate, intense. [from Latin /orndus| 0 torridity n. 
torsion 7. twisting, esp. of one end of a body while 
the other is held fixed. [from Late Latin /orsio] 
O torsional ad. torsionally ad:. torsionless ad). 
torsion bar 7. a bar forming part of a vehicle 
suspension, twisting in response to the motion ol 
the wheels and absorhing their vertical movement, 
torso 7. ( p/. -os or US also torsi; 1 the trunk of the 
human body. 2 a statue of this. [Italian. literally 
‘stalk, stump’ 
tort n. Law a breach of duty fother than under 
contract) leading to liability for damages. [from 
medieval Latin fortum ‘wrong | 
torte /tor-té/ n. (pl. torten /tor-tén/ or tortes) 
an elaborate swect cake or tart. [German] 
tortellini 7. small stuffed pasta parcels rolled and 
formed into small rings. [Italian, from /ortello ‘small 
cake, fritter’] > pasia 
tortilla /tor-tee-ya/ n. a thin flat originally Mex- 
ican maize cake. [Spanish, literally “little cake’] 
tortoise /tor-tés/ n. ¥ any slow-moving plant- 
eating land reptile of the family Testudinicae, 
encased in a domed shell, and having a retracule 
head. > curtonian. {from medieval Latin lortuca] 


domed shell 
(carapace) 


horny plate 
(scute) 


clawed 
foot 


TORTOISE: 
HERMANN’S TORIOIST. 
(Testudo hermannis 


toss 


tortoiseshell e 7. 1 
the yellowish-brown 
mottled or clouded 
outer shell of some 
turtles, 2 a = rorroist- 
SHELL GAT. b = 1ORLOIST- 
SHELL BUTTERFLY. @ ad). 
1 having the colouring 
or appearance of tor- 
toiseshell. 2 » made 
of tortoiseshell or a 
synthetic substitute. 
tortoiseshell butterfly 7. ¥ any of various butter- 
flies of the genus Aglazs or Nymphalis with wings 
mottled like tortoiseshell. 


TORTOISESHELL: 
EARLY 20TH-CENTURY 
TORTOISESHELL BON 


LARGE " 
LOR TOISESHELL 
Aymphalis 
polychloros) 


SMALL 
PORTOISUSHELL 
(Aglais urticae) 


TORTOISESHELL BUTTERFLIES 


tortoiseshell cat 7. a domestic cat with markings 
resembling tortoiseshell. > cm 

tortuous adj. 1 full of twists and turns. 2 devious, 
circuitous (lortuous mind). [from Latin  tortuosus| 
O tortuosity n. (p/. -tes). tortuously ad. tor- 
tuousness 11. 


a Usage Toriuous, meaning ‘full of twists and turns; 
devious, crooked’ should not be confused with 
torturous meaning ‘involving torture, excruciating’. 


torture e 7. 1 the infliction of severe bodily pain 
esp. as a punishment or a means of persuasion. 
2 severe physical or mental suffering. e@ w/z 1 sub- 
ject to physical or mental torture. 2 force out of 
a natural posiuion or state: deform; pervert. [from 
Late Latin /ortura ‘twisting’| Q torturer 7. tortur- 
ous «dj. torturously adz. 


w Usage See Usage Note at tori vous 


torus 7. (//. tori /-ry/ or toruses) 
1 Geom. » a surface or solid 
formed by rotating a 
closed curve, esp. a circle, { 
about a line in its plane \ 


tIXLS 


but not intersecting it. | 

2 a thing of this shape, 

esp. a large ring- 

shaped chamber used closed ' 

in physical research. — curiv ; 
|Latin, literally ‘swell- (circle) TORUS 


ing, bulge, cushion’} 

Tory @ 7. (pl. -ies) 1 esp. Brit. collog. = consres vive n. 2 
2 fist. (in England) a member of the party that 
opposed the exclusion of James Il and later gave 
rise to the Conservative Party (opp. Wi). @ ad), 
collog. = Constrvatt: ad). 3. [orignially in sense ‘Trish 
oudaw’| 0 Toryism n. 

tosh n. Brit, collog. rubbish, nonsense 
[1 9th-century coimage] 

toss @e 7. 1 / throw up {a ball ete.) 

esp. with the hand. 2 @ G intr roll 

about, throw. or be thrown. restlessly 
or from side to side. 3 f: (usu. foll 
by lo, away. aside, out, ete 
(a thing: hehth: or carelessly 
4. a throw a com) into the 
air to decide a choice ete. by 
the side on which it land 


retractile 
head 


throw 


veal) skin 


tosser 


b also absol.; often foll. by for: settle a question or 
dispute with (a person) in this way. 5 é a of a bull 


etc.) throw (a person etc.) up with the horns. b (of 


a horse etc.) throw (a rider) off its back. 6 &: coat 
food) with dressing etc, by shaking it. e 7. 1 the act 
or an instance of tossing \a coin, the head. cu 
2 Brit. a fall. esp. from a horse. 0 toss one’s head 
throw it back esp. in anger, impatience, etc. toss- 
ing the caber the Scottish sport of throwing a tree 
trunk. toss off 1 drink off at a draught. 
2 dispatch work; rapidly or without effort fossed off 
an omelette), toss a pancake throw it up so that 
it flips on to the other side in the frying pan. toss 
up toss a coin to decide a choice ete, [1 6th-century 
coinage |} 

tosser 7. 1 Brit, coarse slang an unpleasant or con- 
tempuble person. 2 a person or thing that tosses. 

toss-up 7. 1 a doubttul matter; a close thing (i' 
a toss-up whether he wins). 2 the tossing of a coin. 
tot! x. 1 a small child (a tiny fob). 
liquor. [1 8th-century coinage, of dialect ce 
tot® «. (totted, totting esp. Bri. 1 tr usu. foll. 
up) add (figures etc.). 2 intr cfoll. by up) of rae 
mount up. 0 tot up to amount to. {abbreviation 
of tort} 

total e adj. 1 complete. comprising the whole. 2 ab- 
solute, unqualified (total abstinence,. @ n. a total num- 
ber or amount. @ 2 ,totalled, totalling: ('S 
totaled, totaling; 1 #. a amount in number to. 
b find the total of \things. a set of figures, etc... 
2 intr, foll. by to, up toi amount to. 3 in. \. Amer. slang 
wreck a car etc.) completely. [from medieval Latin 
folalis| Q totally adi. 

total abstinence 7. abstaining completely from 
alcohol. 

total eclipse 7. an eclipse in which the whole dis« 
rof the Sun. Moon. ete. is obscured. & 1 uarsi 

totalitarian e adj. of or relating to a centralized 
dictatorial form of government re quirmg complete 
subservience to the State. @ 7. a person advocating 
such a system. 0 totalitarianism 1. 

totality 7. 1 the complete amount or sum. 2 .Lsfron. 
the time during which an eclipse is total. 

totalizator 7. also -isator 1 a device showing 
the number and amount of bets staked on a race, 
to facilitate the division of the total among those 
backing the winner. 2 a system of betting basec| 
on this. 

totalize 7/7: \also -ise collect mto a total: find thi 
total of. o totalization 2, 

totalizer 7. also -iser = roi yi7vior 

Total Quality cee in 
industry, a systematic approach to 
improving the quality of products 
and while 
reducing costs 

total recall 7. the ability to remem- 
ber every detail of one’s experienc 
clearh. 


customer service etc.. 


ore! — 


total war }. a war in which all 
available 
are employed. 

tote! n. collug. 1a totalizator. 2 Brit. 
austral.. & Noa lottery. 

tote? ¢t. esp. .\. Ame 
convey, or wield, [1 7th-century US 


Weapons and resources 


collog. carry, 


coinage] 0 toter 7. also in cond, 
tote bag 7. a large bay for shop- 
Ng ete. 
pus ; head of 
totem ». 1 a natural object. esp. 4 pa piay 


an animal. adopted among some 
mibal peoples as an emblem. 
2 an image of this. [|.Algonquian| 
oO totemic ad), totemism 1. 
totemist //. totemistic «/ ii 
totem pole 1. apoleonwhich — fey of 
totems are carved or hung. a bud 


TOTEM POLE: IRADIMONAL NORTH 
AMLRIGCAN HAIDA TOPEME Pot 


2 Brit. a dram of 


totter e vinfr 1 stand or walk unsteadily or feebly. 
2 a.of a building etc.) shake or rock as if about to 
collapse. b (of a system of government etc.) be 
about to fall. e n. an unsteady or shaky movement 
or gait. [from Middle Dutch fouteren ‘to swing’ 
O totterer 1. tottery ad. 
totting-up 7. 1 the adding of separate items. 2 Bri. 
the adding of convictions for driving offences to 
cause disqualification. 
toucan 7.» a tropical American fruit- 
eating bird of the family Ramphas- 
tdae, with an immense beak. 
{from Tupi (Brazilian) fueana] 
touch ej. 1 ¢ come into or 
be in physical contact with 
(another thing: at one or 
more points. 2 f ,often 
foll. by wth) bring the 
hand etc. into contact 
with «touched her arms, 
3 a intr. (of two things 
etc.) be in or come 
into contact with one 
another the balls were 
touching. b tt. brmg two 
things) into mutual contact 
they touched hands). 4 tr, rouse tender or painful feel- 
ings in. 5 é strike light. 6 @: (usu. with neg.) a dis- 
turb or interfere with (dont touch my things). b have 
any dealings with (won't touch bricklaving . ¢ consume: 
make use of (need nol touch your savings). A cope with: 
affect (weap wont touch this dirf\. 7 tr a deal with ,a 
subject) lightly or in passing fouched the insue\. b con- 
cern (it touches you closely). 8 i, a reach or rise as far 
as. esp. momentarily {fouched 90 ). b (usu. with neg. 
approach im exce llence ete. (can touch him for stvle 
9 p. affect slightly: modify , pity fouched with fear. 10 h. 
\as touched ad). collog. sightly mad. Hf: often 
foll. by a esp. Art mark lightly put in \features ete., 
with a brush, pencil, etc. 12 fa strike the keys ete, 
of a musical instrument). b strike the keys or strings 
of. 13 4. usu. foll. by fon s/ang ask for and get money 
etc. from (a person: as a loan or gift touched him for 
2°, 14 & injure shghtly (blossom touched by frost) 
en. 1 the act or an instance of touching, esp. with 
the body or hand. 2 a the faculty of perception 
through physical contact, esp. with the fingers (/as 
no sense of touch. b the qualities of an object etc. as 
perceived in this way (Ke soft louch af silky. 3a small 
amount (a louch of won) 
plaving keys or strings. b the manner in which the 
keys or stings respond to touch. © an artists o1 
writer's stvle (Aas a delicate touch . 5 a distinguishing 
quality or trait \@ rather amateur touch). 6 esp. in 
pl. aa light stroke with a pen, pencil. etc. ba 
slight alteration or improvement needs a_fer’ 
touches. 7 prec. by a slightly vs @ touch too 
armegant . & slang a the act of asking for 
and getting money ete. from a person. 
b a person from whom money etc. is so 
obtamed. 9 Football the part of the field 
outside the side limits. O at a touch 
if touched, however lightly opened at 
a fouch). in touch often loll. by xi) 1 in 
communication. 2 up to date fee/ 
touch with events. 3 aware. conscious 
touch with her vien feelings . lose touch jolten 
foll. by with LT cease to be informed. 2 cease 
to correspond with or be in contact with 
another lose one’s touch not 
show one’s customary stall. out of touch 
often foll, by 2th, 1 net in correspond- 
ence. 2 not up to date or modern, 3: lack- 
ing in awareness or sympathy oul of touch 
with his sons belefs;. to the touch when 
touched. touch bottom 1 reach the 
bottom of water with one’s feet. 2 be at 
the lowest or worst point. 3 Brit. be i 
possession of the full facts. touch down 
La Aue touch the ground with the ball 
behind the goal line. b . fae Football score 
by being in possession of the ball behind 


TOUCAN: 
CUVIER’S TOUCAN 
‘Ramphastos tucanus 


(not an 


person, 


.4aa musician's manner of 


Tourette’s syndrome 


the opponents’ goal line. 2 (of an aircraft or space- 

craft) make contact with the ground in landing. 

touch off 1 represent exactly (in a portrait etc.). 

2 explode by touching with a match etc. 3 initiate 
{a process) suddenly. touch on (or upon) | treat 

ja subject) briefly, refer to casually. 2 verge on (that 

touches on impudence). touch up I give finishing 

touches to or retouch (a picture, 

writing, etc.). 2 Brit. slang a caress 
so as to excite sexually. b sexually 
molest. touch wood esp. Brit. 
touch something wooden with the 

hand to avert ill luck. would not touch with 
a bargepole see sarcerore. [from Old French 
iochier} 0 touchable adj. toucher 2. 

touch-and-go adj. uncertain regarding a result; 
risky. 

touchdown ». 1 the act or an instance of an air- 
craft or spacecraft making contact with the ground 
during landing, 2 Rugby & Amer Football the act 
or an instance of touching down. 

touché /too-shay/ i/. 1 the acknowledgement 
of a hit by a fencing opponent. 2 the acknowledge- 
ment of a justified accusation, a witticism, or 
retort. [French, literally *touched’] 

touch football 1. a form of American football with 
touching in place of tackling. 

touching e adj. moving: pathetic. @ prep. literary 
concerning; about. 0 touchingly adi. 

touch judge 7. Rughy a Linesman. 

touchline 7. {in various sports; either of the lines 
marking the side boundaries of the pitch. > rvcny 

touchpaper 7. paper impregnated with nitre, for 
firing fireworks etc. 

touch screen 7. A a computer screen displaying 
data, esp. information to customers, that responds 
to touch. 

touchstone 7. 1 a fime-grained dark schist or jasper 
used for testing alloys of gold etc. 2 a standard 
or criterion, i 

touch-type v/: @ inf type without looking at 
the keys. oO touch-typist 7. , 

touchwood 7. readily inflammable wood, esp. 
when made soft by fuhgi, used as tinder. 

touchy ad. (touchier, touchiest) 1 apt to take 
offence; oversensitive, 2 requiring careful handling 
a touchy subject). Q touchily ad. touchiness 7. 

touchy-feely ad). colloq.. often derog. openly express- 
ing affection or other emouons, esp. through 
physical contact. 

tough e ad. 1 hard to break, cut, tear, or chew: 
durable. 2. of a person able to endure hardship. 
3 unyielding, difficult :@ tough job). 4 collog. a acting 
sternly; hard . gel tough with. b \of circumstances, 
luck, ete.) severe. hard. unjust. 3 co/log. criminal or 
violent (dough gury), @ n. a tough person, esp. a ruffian 
or criminal. 0 tough it or tough it out collog. 
endure or withstand difficult: conditions. [Old 
Unglsh| o toughen «fr @ intr toughener n. 
toughish ad). toughly ad:. toughness ». 

tough guy 7. collog. 1 a hard unyielding person. 
2 a violent ageressive person. 

tough-minded aq}. realistic, not sentimental. 

toupee /too-pay/ 1. (also toupet pronunc. same) 
a Wig or artificial hairpiece to cover a bald spot. 
[from French foupe “hair-tuft’| 

tour @ 7. laa journey from place to place, esp. as a 
holiday. b an excursion, ramble, or walk. 2 aa spell 
of duty on military or diplomatic service. b the 
time to be spent at a particular post. 3 a series of 
performances, matches, ete., at different places 
@ :. 1 oat. vusu. toll. by trough) make a tour 
2 @ make a tour of 1a country etc. ,0 On tour ,esp. 
of a team, theatre company, etc.) touring. [from 
Greek fornay ‘lathe’ | 

tour de force 7. | //. tours de force pronwic. 
a feat of strength or skill. [French] 

tourer 7. a vehicle, esp. a car, for touring, 


same 


Tourette’s syndrome x. \fed. a neurological 
disorder characterized by involuntary tics and the 


tourism 


TOUCH SCREEN 


Multimedia kiosks in museums, retail outlets, 


and public information displays offer easy- 
access information. ‘The sofiware displays 
graphical buttons or numbered options on a 
screen, and users move through the system 


controller 
card 


electrodes 


compulsive utterance of obscenities. [named after , 


G. de la Tourette, French neurologist, 1857-1904} 

tourism 7. the organization and operation of 
(esp. foreign) holidays, esp. commercially. 

tourist 7. 1 a person making a visit or tour as a holi- 
day; a traveller, esp. abroad (often attrib: tourist 
accommodation). 2 a member of a touring sports 
tcam. G touristic adj. touristically ad. 
tourist class n. the lowest class of 
accommodation m a ship, aircraft, ete. 

touristy ad. usu. derog. appealing to or visited 
by many tourists. 

tourmaline 7. ® a boron aluminium 
silicate niineral of various colours, 
possessing unusual electrical proper- A 
ties, and used in electrical and optical 
instruments and as a gemstone. - 
D> AGGREGAIL, MINLRAL. [from Sinhalese 
toramalli porcelain | 

tournament 7. 1 any contest of skill 
between a number of competitors, 
esp. played in heats. 2 a display of military exer- 


passenger 


cises etc. (Rorval Tournament). 3 hist. aa pageant with , 


jousting. b a meeting for jousting. [from Old 
French /orneement| 

tournedos /toor-né-doh/ n. (p/. same) a small 
round thick cut from a fillet of beef. [French] 

pl. -eys) a tournament. @ t.0ir (-eys. 

[from Latin 


tourney @ /!. ( 
-eyed) take part in a tournament. 
lornus “a turn’ | 

tourniquet /toor-ni-kay/ 7. a device for stopping 
the flow of blood through an artery by constriction. 
[French] 

tour operator 7. a travel agent specializing in 
package hohdays. 

tousle vf; 1 make (esp. the hair) untidy, 2 handle 
roughly. [Middie English] 

toute: 1 ity (usu. foll. by for) solicit custom persist- 
ently. 2 ¢: solicit the custom of (a person) or for 
(a thing). 3 intr a Bril. spy out the movements and 
condition of racehorses in training. b US offer 
racing tips for a share of the resulting profit. @ 7. 
1 a person employed in touting. 2 = ucKur rou. 
[Middle English fie ‘to look out | 

tout de suite /toot sweet/ adi. 
at once. Die, 

tow! /toh/ e zr pull (a boat, vehicle, etc.) along 
by a rope ¢ a e 7. the act or an instance of towing; 
the state of being towed. O have in (or on) tow 
1 be towing. 2 be accompanied by and often in 
charge of ja person). [Otd English} o towable ad). 


immediately; 


towage !. 


screen offering 
four options 


TOURMALINE 


by touching a chosen button or option. The 
pressure of their touch affects the electric 
current in a conductive layer beneath the 
screen. A controller card detects the location 
of the changes, activating the selected option. 


LXPLODED VIEW OF > 
7 A TOUGH SCREEN a. touch- 
sensilae 
A 
‘ computer ee 4 : glass 
- : monitor a ' eee CTCL. 


conductive 
layer 


location of 


user's touch 
1s plotted | 


| rayon ete. strands. [Old English] 0 towy ad). 
toward ep. = towarrbs. 


towards prep. 1 in the direction of (se oul towards 
town). 2 as regards; in relation to (his altitude towards 


death). 3 as a contribution to (put this fowards your 
expenses). 4 near (towards the end of our journey). 
Enghsh | 
tow bar 7. a bar for towing esp. a trailer or caravan. 
tow-coloured adj. (of hair) very light in colour. 


towel @ 7. 1 a a piece of rough- 
usec for 
drying oneself or a thing after wash- 
ing. b absorbent paper etc. used for 


surfaced absorbent cloth 


this. c a tea towel. 2 Brit. = santiary 


or dry oneself with a towel. 
Old French (oai/(l)e] 0 towelling 1. 


towel-horse ». a wooden frame for hanging towels 


on, 


towel rail 7. a rail. esp. in a bathroom, for hanging 


towels on. 


tower e 7. 1 a tall esp. square or circular structure, 
often part of a church, castle, etc. & CAs tht, CHURCH. 


2 a fortress ete. comprising or inclucling a tower. 


3 a tall structure housing machinery, operators, cte. 
(cooling lower: control lower). [> GONIROL LOWLK. @ 0,707 
A (usu. foll. by above, high) reach or be high or above; 
f a bircl, esp. a falcon) soar or hover. 
3 (as towering adj.) a high, lofty (towering intellect). 
b violent (éowenng rage). [Old English] o towered ad). 
a tall building containing 


be superior. 2 (0 


tower block n. Bri. 


offices or flats. 


tower of strength 7. a person who gives strong 


and reliable support. 
tow-headed ad). 

unkempt hair. 
towing-net var. of 1o\-Nr1, 
towing-path var. of jowryi. 
towing-rope var. of jo Kort. 
towline #7. = sow Rove. 


town 1. 1 a an urban area with a name, 
boundaries, and local govermment, 
than a village and usu. not created a city. b any 


densely populated area. esp. as opposed to the 
country or suburbs. ¢ the people of a town (/he zehule 
2 a Br. London or the chicf city or 
town in one’s neighbourhood (went up fo town). b the 


towen knows). 


tow? /toh/ n. 1 the coarse and broken part of flax 
or hemp prepared for spmning. 2 a loose bunch of 


). {Old 


row... @ 7: (towelled, towelling: ('S 
toweled, toweling) 1 / (often refl.) 
wipe or dry with a towel. 2 itn wipe 
{from 


having very light-coloured or 


defined 
being larger 
g 


toy 


central shopping area in a neighbourhood (just going 
into town). 3... Amer. = yownsuiy 2. 0 go to town 
collog. act or work with energy or enthusiasm. on 
the town collog. enjoying the entertaiments, esp. 
the nightlife, of a town; celebrating, [Old English 
fan ‘enclosure’| 0 townish adj. townlet n. town- 
ward adj. & adv. townwards adv. 

town clerk n. 1 US & hist. the officer of the corpor- 
ation of a town in charge of records etc. 2 Brit. hist. 
the secretary and legal adviser of a town corpor- 
ation until 197+, 

town council 7. (esp. in the UK) the elective 
governing body in a municipality. O town coun- 
cillor n. 

town crier 7. his/. an officer employed by a town 
council etc. to make public announcements in the 
streets or market place. 

townee var. of rowniL. 

tow-net 7. (also towing-net) a net used for drag- 
ging through water to collect specimens, 

town gas n. Brit. manufactured gas for domestic 
and commercial use. 

town hall n. a building for the administration of 
local government, having public meeting rooms etc. 

town house n. 1 a town residence, esp. of a person 
with a house in the country. 2 a terrace house, esp. 
of a stylish modern type. 

townie 2. (also townee) derog. a person living in 
a town, esp. as opposed to a country dweller. 

town planning 7. the planning of the construction 
and growth of towns. o town planner n. 

townscape 7. 1 the visual appearance of a town 
or towns. 2 a picture of a town. 

townsfolk 7. (treated as pi.) the inhabitants of 
a particular town or towns. 

township 7, I S.dfr a fist. an urban area set aside 
for black occupation. b (usu. in phr. proclaim a 
new township) a new area being developed by 
speculators. 2.\. Amer. aa division of a county with 
some corporate noe b a district six miles 
square. 3 Austral. & \Z a small town; a town site. 

townsman 7. (//. -men; jem. townswoman, fi. 
-women) an inhabitant of a town: a fellow citizen. 

townspeople 7.//. the people of a town. 

towpath 7. (also towing-path) a path beside a 
river or canal, originally used for towing barges 
hy horse. 

tow rope n. 
in towing. 

toxaemia /tok-see-imnia/ n. (US toxemia) 1 blood 
poisoning. 2 a condition m pregnancy character- 
ized by increased blood pressure. 0 toxaemic ad). 

toxic e adj. 1 of or relating to poison (foxze symptoms). 
2 poisonous (foxie gas). 3 caused by poison (toxic 
anaemia). @ n. (in pl.) toxic substances. [from Greek 
toxikon (pharmakon) * (poison) for arrows’] 0 toxic- 
ally adv. toxicity 7. 

toxicology 7. the scientific study of poisons. 
Oo toxicological adj. toxicologist n. 

toxic shock syndrome ». .\ {ed/. acute septicaemia 
in women, typically caused by bacterial infection 
from a retained tampon, IUD, etc. 

toxin 7. a poison produced by a living organism. 

toxocara 7. any nematode worm of the genus Toxo- 
cara, esp. one found in dogs or cats. [based on 
Greek kava ‘head’| 0 toxocariasis 7. 

toxoplasmosis 1. \ fed. a clisease caused by infection 
with the protozoan Toroplasma gondii, wansmitted 
esp. through poorly prepared food or in cat facces. 

toy e ». 1 aa plaything, esp. for a child. b (often 
altib.) a model or miniature replica of a thing (toy 
gun). 2 aa thing regarded as providing amusement. 
b a task or undertaking regarded in an unscrious 
way. 3 (usu. aliribs a diminutive breed or variety 
of dog etc. @ vinér (usu. oll. by with) 1 wifle, flirt 
toyed with the idea of going lo Africa), 2 a move a mater- 
ial object idly (faved coith her necklace). b nibble at food 
etc. unenthusiastically (faved woth a peach). [Middle 
English] 0 toylike ad). 


(also towing-rope) a line etc. used 


toyboy 


toyboy n. Brit. collog. a woman’s much 
younger male lover. 

toyshop 7. @ shop which sells toys. 

toy soldier 7. 1 a miniature figure of a 
soldier, 2 collog. a soldier in a peace- 
time army. 

TQM abbr. Total Quality Management. 

trace! @ vt 1 a observe. discover, or 
find vestiges or signs of by investiga- 
tion. b (often foll. by along, through, to, 
etc.) follow or mark the track or pos- 
ition of (traced their footprints in the mud). 
c (often foll. by back) follow to its 
origins (traced back to you). 2 ¥ (often 
toll. by over) copy (a drawing etc.) 
by drawing over its lines on a super- 
imposed piece of translucent paper, or 
by using carbon paper. 3 (often foll. by out) 
mark out, delineate, sketch, or write esp. labori- 
ously (traced out his veston of the future). 4 pursue one’s 
way along (a path etc.). @ 7, 1 a a sign or mark 
or other indication of something having cxistecl; 
a vestige (no frace remains). b a very small quantity. 
2 a track or footprint left by a person or animal. 
3 a track left by the moving pen of an instrument 
etc. 4 a line on the screen of a cathode ray tube 
showing the path of a moving spot. [based on Latin 
tractus ‘drawing, draught] 0 traceability 7. trace- 
able ad). traceless ad). 


traced outline 


TRACE: USING TRACING PAPER 
TO COPY AN IMAGL 


tracing / 


paper 


trace? 7». W cach of the two side straps, chains, 
or ropes by which a horse crraws a vehicle. o kick 
over the traces become insubor- 
dinate or reckless. [from Old 

French frais ‘traits’ | 


{ 


~~ 


afler- 
wale 


trace 
chain 


TRACE: HORSE HARNLSSED WILH \ PRACL 
CS RES STININES CO NAN AC CON 


trace element 7. 1 a chemical clement occurring 
in minute amounts. 2 a chemical clement required 
only in minute amounts by living organisms for 
normal growth 

tracer 7. 1 a person or thing that traces. 2 Afi. 
aa bullet etc, whose course is mace visible in flight 
because of flames ete. emitted, b such bullets ete, 
collectively, used to assist in aiming. 3 an artificially 
produced radioactive isotope capable of bemg 
followed through the body by the radiation 1 
prodices, 


oo LH 


TRACERY IN \ 14TH 
CENTURY GOTHIC 
BALUSTRADE 


tracery 7. (//. -ies) 1 <orna- 
mental stone openwork esp. 
in the upper part of a Gothic 
window. [ MASONRY, ROSE 
winpow. 2 a fine decorative 
pattern. G traceried adj. 


. trachea /tra-kee-a/ n. (pi. 


moulded 
cornice 


. vy Usp tracheae /-kee-ce/ or trach- 
P| _ drop eas) the passage, reinforced 
shape by rings of cartilage, -through 
which air reaches the bron- 

caetto — chial tubes from the larynx. 
moulding CP ADAM'S PLES LUNG, RESPIRATION. 

[from Greek vrakheia (artéria) 

157TH ‘rough {artery)’] 0 tracheal 


adj. tracheate ad. tracheo- 

tomy /trak-i- ot-dmi/ 7. (also 
tracheostomy) (//. -ies} an inci- 
sion made in the trachea to relieve an obstruction 
to breathing. 
tracheotomy tube 7. a breathing tube inserted 
into a tracheotomy. 
tracing 7. 1 a copy of a drawing etc. made by 
tracing, 2 = rrace' n. 3. 3 the act or an instance 
of tracing. 


tracing paper 7. translu- pad of clart 
cent paper used for making ha 
tracings. & TRACI ~ E 
track e 7. 1 ap a mark or oe. 
marks left by a person, - 
animal, or thing in pass- -” 
ing. b (in pl.) such marks. i 
esp. footprints. 2 a rough ‘ 
main 


path, esp. one beaten by 


f eae ape (e ad 
use. 3 a convmuous rail p DOG’S PAW 


way line. 4a aracecourse — pdgp of 
for horses, dogs, etc. BY zpef 


a prepared course for 
runners etc. 5 a a groove eee 
on a gramophone record. . 
ba section of a gramophone 
record, cassette tape, ete., 
contaming one song etc. © a 
lengthwise strip of magnetic 
tape contaming one sequence — / ; 
of signals. 6 = sounpiRycr. 
7 aa line of travel, passage, or 
motion (the track of the hurricane). 
b the path travelled by a ship, 


DUCK’S FOOT 


TRACKS MADE 
BY ANIMALS 


TRACK 


An athletics track is marked for running 
events - sprinting, relay running, middle- 
and long-distance running, hurclling, and 
walking, Field events such as the long jump, 


hanimei 


VIHLLIIGS TRACK 
fan 


AND PILED 


discus 
Tan 


javelin 
fan — 


steeplechase 
water jump 


lanes 


Shot put 


fan 


home 
straight 


100 m hurdles / 
vlarting line 


triple jump | 
landing area 


trackway 


aircraft, etc. 8 US Education = sreram n. 4. 9 a con- 
tinuous band around the wheels of a tank, tractor, 
etc. 10 a a course of action or conduct; a way of 
proceeding (America followed in the same track). b a line 
of reasoning or thoughi (this-track proved fruitless). 
e¢. 1 ¢ follow the track of. 2 tz make out (a course, 
development, etc.); trace by vestiges. 3 intr (often 
foll. by back, in, etc.) (of a film or television camera) 
move in relation to the subject being filmed. 
4 inir. (of a stylus) follow a groove in a record. 5 
US Education assign (a pupil) to a course of study 
according to ability. 6 t NM. Amer. a make a track 
with (dirt etc.) from the feet. b leave such a track on 
(a floor ete.). 0 in one’s tracks collog. where one 
stands, there and then. keep (or lose) track of 
follow {or fail to follow) the course or development 
of. make tracks collog. go or run away. make 
tracks for collog. go in pursuit of or towards. off 
the track away from the subject. on a person’s 
track 1 in pursuit of a person. 2 in possession 
of a clue to a person’s conduct, plans, etc. on the 
wrong (or right) track following the wrong (or 
right) line of inquiry. track down reach or capture 
by tracking, the wrong side of the tracks collog. 
a poor or less prestigious part of town. [from Old 
French trac] O trackage n. US. trackless ad). 
trackball x. Computing a small ball that is rotated 
in a holder to move a cursor on a screen. > MousF 
tracker 7. 1 a person or thing that tracks. 2 a 
police dog tracking by scent. 
track events 7.//. running races as opposed to 
jumping etc. > rRAck 
tracking 2. Elect, the formation of a conducting 
path over the surface of an insulating material. 
tracking station 7. an establishment set up to 
track objects in the sky. 
track record 7. a person’s past performance or 
achievements. 
track shoe 7. > a spiked shoe 
worn by a runner. 
tracksuit 7. a 
loose warm suit 
worn by an 
athlete etc.. 
esp. for exer- 
cising or jogging. ¢ 
trackway 7. a beaten path: 
an ancient roadway. 


spiked sole 


TRACK SHOE 


triple jump, and pole vault are often sited in 
the outfield, beyond the track area, while the 


javelin, shot-put, hammer, and discus are 


thrown inside the perimeter, i the infield. 


back straight 


pole vault 
rune ay 


100 m 
starting line 


_ hammer 
circle 
discus 


circle 


~ javelin 
runway 


high-jump 
fan 


high-jump 
mal 


\ finishing 
line 


long-jump | 
landing area 


tract 


tragicomedy 


tract! n. 1 a region or area of indefinite, esp. large, 
extent (pathless desert tracts). 2 Anat. an area of an 
organ or system (respiratory tract). {from Latin tractus 
“dragging’] 

tract® 7. a short treatise in pamphlet form esp. on 
a religious subject. 

tractable ad. 1 (of a person) easily handled; 
manageable. 2 (of material etc.) malleable. [from 
Latin ‘ractabilis| 0 tractability n. tractableness n. 
tractably adv. 

tractate 7. 
‘handled’| 

traction 7. I the act of drawing or pulling a thing 
over a surface, esp. a road or track. 2 a a sustained 
therapeutic pulling on a limb etc. by means of 
pulleys, weights etc. b contraction, e.g. of a muscle. 
{based on Latin trahere tract- ‘to draw, pull’] 0 trac- 
tional adj. tractive ad). 

traction engine 7. ¥ a steam or diesel engine for 
drawing heavy loads on roads, fields, etc. 


a treatise. [from Latin  tractatus 


chimney steam drive 
. cylinder wheel furnace 
is vy, housing 
/ s 
15 Loe 
~v 


coal 


drive belt to 
threshing machine 


TRACTION ENGINE: | 9TH-CENTURY 
STEAM-DRIVEN TRACTION ENGINE 


traction wheel 7. the driving wheel of a loco- 
motive etc. 

tractor 7. 1 a motor vehicle used for hauling esp. 
farm machinery, heavy loads, etc. 2 a traction 
engine. [from Late Latin] 

trad esp. Bri. collog. e n. traditional jazz. @ adj. trad- 
itional. 

trade e 7. 1 a buying and selling. b buying and sell- 
ing conducted between nations etc. c business 
conducted for profit (esp. as distinct from a profes- 
sion) (a buicher by trade). d \business of a specified 
nature or time (tourist (rade). 2 a skilled handicraft 
esp. requiring an apprenticeship (learnt a trade). 
3 (usu. prec. by the) the people engaged in a specific 
trade (trade enquiries only). 4 US a transaction, esp. 
a swap. 95 (usu. in pl.) a trade wind. @ v. 1 mix (often 
foll. by in, with) engage in trade; buy and sell. 2 a 
exchange in commerce; barter (goods). b exchange 
(insults, blows, etc.). ¢ esp. \. Amer. (foll. by for) swap, 
exchange. 3 intr (usu. foll. by zezth, for) have a trans- 
action with a person for a thing. 4 mz (usu, foll. by 
to) carry goods to a place. 0 trade in (often foll. by 
for) exchange (esp. a used car etc.) in part payment 
for another. trade off exchange, esp. as a comprom- 
ise. trade on take advantage of {a person’s 
credulity, one’s reputation, etc.). [from Old High 
German /raa ‘track’] 0 tradable ad). tradeable ad). 

trade cycle n. Bril. recurring periods of boom and 
recession. 

trade deficit n. the extent by which a country’s 
imports exceed its exports. 

trade gap 7. = TRADE DEFICIT, 

trade-in 7. a thing, esp. a car, exchanged in part 
payment for another. 


trade journal x. a periodical containing news etc. 
concerning a particular trade. 

trade mark e 7. (also trademark) 1 a device, 
word. or words, secured by legal registration or 
established by use as representing a company, 


store 


product, etc. 2 a distinctive characteristic etc. 
@ utr. (trademark) provide with a trade mark. 
trade name 2. I a name by which a thing is called 
in a trade. 2 a name given to a product. 3 a name 
under which a business trades. 
trade-off 7. a balance achieved between two desir- 
able but incompatible features. 
trade paper n. = TRADE JOURNAL. 
trade plates 7.p/. Bri. number plates used by a 
car-dealer etc. on unlicensed cars. 
trade price 7. a wholesale price charged to the 
dealer before goods are retailed. 
trader 7. 1 a person engaged in trade. 2 a merchant 
ship. 
tradescantia 7. » any often 
trailing plant of the genus 
Tradescantia, with large blue, 
white, or pink flowers. [named 
after J. Tradescant, English nat- 
uralist, 1570-1638] 
trade secret n. 1 a secret 
device or technique used esp. 
in a trade. 2 joc. any secret. 
tradesman 7. (//. -men, fem. 
tradeswoman, //. -women) 
a person engaged in trade, esp. 
Bnit. a shopkeeper. 
tradespeople —7./. 
people engaged in trade 
and their families. 
Trades Union Con- 
gress n. Brit. the official 
representative body of Brit- 
ish trade unions, meeting annually. 
trade union 7. (also Bn. trades union) an organ- 
ized association of workers in a trade, group of 
trades, or a profession, formed to protect and 
further their rights and interests. 0 trade union- 
ism 7. 
trade unionist 7. (also Ari/. trades unionist) 
a member of a trade union. 
trade-weighted adj. (esp. of exchange rates) 
weighted according to the importance of the trade 
with the various countries involved. 
trade wind 7. » a wind blowing continually 
towards the equator and deflected westward. 
trading 7. the act of engaging in trade. 
trading estate 7. esp. Bril. a specially designed 
industrial and commercial area. 
trading post 7. a store etc. established in a remote 
or unsettled region. 
trading stamp ”. a stamp given to customers by 
some stores which is exchangeable in large 
numbers for various articles. 
trading station 7. esp. fii. a place established 
or visited for trade. 
tradition n. 1 a a custom, opinion, or belief 
handed down to posterity esp. orally or by,practice. 
b this process of handing down. 2 artistic, literary, 
etc., principles based on experience and practice; 
any one of these (stage tradition; traditions of the Dutch 
School). [from Latin /radito| 0 traditionary ad. 
traditionist 7. 
traditional ad. 1 of, based on, or obtained by 
tradition. 2 (of jazz) in the style of the early 20th c. 
0 traditionally adv. 
traditionalism 7. respect, esp. excessive, for trad- 
ition, esp. n religion. O traditionalist n. @ ad. 
traditionalistic ad) 
traduce v7; speak ill of; misrepresent. [from Latin 
traducere “to disgrace’ | traducement n. traducer 2. 
traffic e 7. 1 (often ati.) a vehicles moving in a 
public highway, esp. of a specified kind, density, 
etc. (heavy traffic on the ALT; traffic accident). b such 
movement in the air or at sea. 2 (usu. foll. by 77) 
trade, esp. illegal. 3 a the transportation of goods, 
the coming and going of people or goods by road, 
air, etc. b the persons or goods so transported. 


TRADESCANTIA etc. 


( Tradescantia x andersoniana 
‘Blue and Gold’) 


4 dealings or communication between people etc. 
(had no traffic with them). 5 the messages, signals, etc., 
transmitted through a communications systern; 
the volume of this. e wv. (trafficked, trafficking) 
1 intr. (usu. foll. by m) deal in something, esp. il- 
legally. 2 ir deal in; barter. [from Italian éraffico| 
0 trafficker n. trafficless ad). 

traffic calming 2. (often attrib.) the deliberate slow- 
ing of traffic, esp. along residential streets, by build- 
ing road humps, obstructions, etc. {translation of 
German Verkehrsberuhigung] 

traffic island n. a paved or grassed area in a 
road to divert traffic and provide a refuge for 
pedestrians. 

traffic jam 7. a line or lines of 
traffic at a standstill because of 
roadworks, an accident, etc. 

traffic light 7. (also traffic 
lights, traffic signal) a usu. 
automatic signal controlling 
road traffic esp. at junctions by 
coloured lights. 

traffic warden 7. Bri. an offi- 
cial employed to help control 
road traffic and esp. parking. 

tragacanth 7. a white or 
reddish gum from a plant, 
Astragalus gummifer, used in 
pharmacy, printing on calico, 
etc., as a vehicle for drugs, dye, 

[from Greek tragakantha, 

name of a shrub] 

tragedian 7. 1 a writer of 

tragedies. 2 an actor in tragedy. 

tragedienne 2. an actress in tragedy. 

tragedy 7. (f/. -ies) 1 a serious accident, crime, 
or natural catastrophe. 2 a sad event; a calamity. 
3 aa play in verse or prose dealing with tragic 
events and with an unhappy ending. b tragic plays 
as a genre. [from Greek tragézdia] 

tragic adj. 1 (also tragical) sad; calamitous; greatly 
distressing. 2 of, or in the style of, tragedy. [from 
Greek tragikos] 0 tragically adv. 

tragic irony 7. a device, originally in Greek 
tragedy, by which words carry a tragic, esp. 
prophetic, meaning to the audience. 

tragicomedy 7. (/. -ies) 1 a a play etc. having a 
mixture of comedy and tragedy. b plays etc. of this 


TRADE WIND 
‘The trade winds were so named when 
transport of cargo relied on strong winds 
to propel sailing ships. Flowing from the 
mid-latitudes towards the equator, the 
trade winds blow reliably from east to 
west as a result of the Earth rotating 
faster than the atmosphere at the equator. 
The converse is true at mid-latitudes, 
where westerly winds prevail. 


polar winds ; mid-latitude 


trade winds 
deflected 


westward 


trade 
winds , 


\ equator 


mid-latitud 
winds deflected 
eastieard 


WINDS OF 
CHE WORLD 


trail 


TRAIN 


Invented in the early 19th century, trains 
were drawn by steam locomotives until 
the first use of electricity in the 


{880s and diesel power in the —_ wvndscreen 


1940s. Many modern trains weuper 
have diesel-electric locomo- P 
tives: these transmit power 
from a diesel engine to the roule —— 
wheels via a generator and indicator 
electric motors. Electric trains Pa! 

| are driven by electric motors 
on one or more of their 
coaches and receive electricity gyfer _ 
from an overhead cable or 
from electrified rails. headlight ' 


EXPLODED VIEW OF 
BRITISH CLASS 73 ELECTRO-DIESEL 
LOCOMOTIVE ENGINE (1962) 


OTHER TYPES OF TRAIN 


STEAM [RAEN 
British ‘Lady of Lyn’ (1908 


kind as a genre, 2 an event etc. having tragic 
and comic elements. [from Latin fragio-comoedia] 
0 tragicomic ad. tragicomically adi. 

trail e 7. 1 aa track left by a thing, person, etc., 
moving over a surface «lef? a trail of wreckage; a slug’ 
slimy trail). b a track or scent followed in hunting, 
seeking, etc. 2 a beaten path or track, esp. through 
a wild region. 3 a part dragging behind a thing o1 
person (a traz! of smoke). @ v. 1 i. @ intr. draw or be 
drawn along behind, esp. on the ground. 2 intr 
(often foll. by behind) walk wearily; lag. 3 a: follow 
the trail of (trailed him to his home). 4 intr. be losing in 
a game or other contest. 5 mir cusu. foll. by away. 
off ) peter out; tail olf. 6 fr, a (of a plant etc.) grow 
or hang over a wall, along the ground, etc. b (of a 
garment etc. hang loosely. 7 / (often reff.) drag 
oneself, one’s limbs, etc.) along wearily etc. 8 &: 
advcruse (a film, programme, etc.) im advance by 
showing extracts etc. O trail arms \fi/, let a rifle 
ete. hang balanced in one hand and, B&yi/., parallel 
to the ground. [from Latin #agula ‘dragnet | 

trail bike 7. a light motorcycle for use in rough 
terrain. & MoloRGYCLI 

trailblazer 1. 1 a person who marks a new track 
through wild country. 2 an innovator. o trail- 
blazing ». & attrih.ad). 

trailer e 7. La vehicle towed by another, esp.: a the 
rear section of an articulated lorry. b an open cart. 
ca platform for transporting a boat etc. dV. Amer 
a caravan. 2 a serics of bricf extracts from a film 
etc., used to advertise it in advance. 3 a person 01 
thing that trails. @ afr 1 transport by trailer. 
2 advertise (a film etc.) in advance by trailer, 

trailer park 1. .\2 {mer a caravan site. 

trailing edge 7. the rear edge of an aircraft's wing 
etc 

train e «. 1 a & often foll. by fo + infin.: teach 
a person, animal, oneself, ete.) a specified skill esp. 
by pracice. b inf. undergo this process (hained ay 
a teacher). 2 tr S 
physical efficiency by exercise, diet. ete. 3a cause 
a plant) to grow in a required shape. 4 é rust. as 
trained adj.; make :the 
discerning as a result of 


inf. bring or come mtoa tate of 


mind, eve, etc.) sharp o1 


Wstructton practice, et 


cab 


cupboard 


handbrake « 
wheel 


brake main 
control generator 
CN 


VESETUOLS 


axle 
box sand | main 
box au 


bogie | 
damper 


electric traction | 
control frame 


reservv'on 


DIESEL-L-LECTRIC. TRAIN 


1956) 


American ‘Deltic’ 


tramp 


turbocharge) guard over engine 

exhaust manifold ; 

warning 
engine . e 

ig K _ horns 
crankshaft y a 
AECL 

desk 


power 
controller 


cab 
telephone 
stand 


main wheel 
spring (lwo 
per wheel) 


\ yaw damper 


fuel \f ~~ traction motor 
‘tank © field winding 


axle 


ELECTRIC TRAIN 
French ‘TGV (1983, 


——— 


5 ¢ (often foll. by om) point or aim {a gun, camera. 
etc.) at an object etc. 6 collog. a intr. go by train. 
b ¢ (foll. by if as object) Brit. make a journey by 
train ihained it to Aberdeen. @ n. 1 & a series of rail- 
way carriages or trucks moved by a locomotive or 
powered carriage. & Locomorive. 2 something 
dragged along behind or forming the back part of 
a dress, robe, etc. 3 a succession or series of people, 
things, events, etc. (train of camels; train of thought), 
4 a body of followers: a retinue «a fram of admirers} 
5 a succession of military vehicles ete., including 
artillery, supplies, ete. (baggage train). 0 in train 
properly arranged or directed. in a person’s 
train followmeg behind a person. in the train of 
as a sequel of. [based on Latin /vahere “to pull, draw’] 
€ trainability 77, trainable «dj. trainless ad). 

trainee 7. (ofien ati.) a person undergoing train- 
ing. 0 traineeship 1. 

trainer 7. 1 a person who trains. 2 a person who 
trains horses, athletes. footballers, ete., as a pro- 
fession. 3 Brit. a soft sports or running shoe ol 
leather, canvas, ete. 

training 1”. the act or process of teaching or learn- 
ing a skill, discipline, etc. O in training 1 undcer- 
gomg physical training. 2 physically fit as a result 
of this. out of training 1 no longer training, 
2 physically unfit. 

training college ». (in the UN) a college or school 
for training esp. prospective teachers. 


trainload 1. a number of people, or quantity of 
goods ctc.. transported by train. 

trainman 7. 
mgon trains. 


(pl -men) a railway cmployee work- 


train-shed 1. a roof supported by posts to shelter 
ralway platforms et 

train-spotter 7. Bri. a person who collects loco- 
motive numbers as a hobby, 0 train-spotting 7. 

traipse (also trapes) collog. @ vinir 1 Wamp or 
trudge wearily, 2 (often foll. by about) esp. Brit, go 
on errands. @ #7. a tedious journey on foot. [1 6th- 
century comage| 

trait 7. a distinguishing feature or characteristic, 
esp. of a person. [French] 


traitor 7. ( fem. traitress) (often foll. by to) a person 
who is treacherous or disloyal, esp. to his or her 
country. [from Latin /rvaditor] 0 traitorous ad). 
traitorously ad. + 

trajectory 7. (pl. -ies) the path described by 
a projectile flying or an object moving under the 
action of given foyces. [originally as adj.: from 
medieval Latin traectorius| 

tram 7. Brit. ¥ an electrically powered sg 
passenger vehicle*running on rails ye a 
laid in a public road. [from a Bealls 
Middle Dutch frame ‘beam, 4 heat 

= / hea 

barrow-shaft’| Pe 


trolley boom 


wheels to 
run on rails 


TRAM: LARLY 19TH- 
CENTURY BRITISH TRAM 


tramear 7. Bri/.= re. 

tramline 7. (usu. in p/.) Brit. 1a rail for a tramear. 
2 collog. each of a pair of parallel lines, esp. either 
of two sets of long lines at the sides of a tennis 
court or at the side or back of a badminton court. 
3 an inflexible principle or course of action ete. 

trammel e #7. 1 (usu. in f/.) an impediment to free 
movement: a hindrance (the trammels of domesticity). 
2 a tiple dragnet tor fish. @ x4: (trammelled. 
trammelling: ('S trammeled. trammeling 
confine or hamper with or as if with trammels. 
[from mecieval Latin vamaculum|) 

tramp e @ 1 mir, a walk heavily and firmly. b go 
on foot, esp. a distance. 2 é& a cross on foot, esp. 
wearily or reluctantly. b cover (a distance) in this 


trample 


way. 3 tr. (often foll. by down) tread on; trample. 
en. 1 an itinerant vagrant or beggar. 2 the sound of 
horses’ hoofs, people marching, etc. 3 a journey on 
foot, esp. a protracted one. 4 esp. US slang offens. a 
promiscuous woman. [Middle English] 5 tramper 
n. trampish ad). 

trample e »./. 1 tread underfoot. 2 press down or 
crush in this way. @ 7. the sound or act of trampling. 
0 trample on I tread heavily on. 2 treat roughly 
or with contempt; disregard (a person’s feelings 
etc.), [Middle English] o trampler zn. 

trampoline e 7. a strong fabric sheet connected 
by springs to a horizontal frame, used by gymnasts 
etc. for somersaults, as a springboard, etc. @ v.intr. 
use a trampoline. [from Italian érampolino| 0 tram- 
polinist n. 


tramway 2. Brit. 1 rails for a tramcar. 2 a tramcar 
system. 

trance e 7. 1 a a sleeplike or half-conscious state 
without response to stimuli. b a hypnotic or cata- 
leptic state. 2 such a state as entered mto by 
a medium. 3 ecstasy, @ uit. poet. = enrrance?. [based 
on Old French éransir ‘to depart, fali into a trance’| 
O trance-like ad). 

tranche /trahnsh/ 2. a portion, esp. of income or 
of a block of shares. [French, literally ‘slice’] 

tranny 7. (f/. -ies) esp. Brit. collog. a transistor radio. 

tranquil adj. calm, serene, unruffled. [from Latin 
tranquillus| tranquillity n. (also tranquility). 
tranquilly adv. 

tranquillize 1/7; (also -ise; US tranquilize) make 
tranquil, esp. by a drug etc. 

tranquillizer 7. (also -iser; US tranquilizer) 
a drug used to diminish anxiety. 

trans- prefix 1 across, beyond (transcontinental ). 2 on 
or to the other side of (transatlantic) (opp. c1s-). 
3 through (/ransonic). 4 into another state or place 
(transcribe). 5 surpassing, transcending (/ranspersonal ). 

transact ?./ perform or carry through (business). 
[based on Latin ¢ransactuy “accomplished’| 2 trans- 
actor n. , 

transaction 7. 1 a piece of esp. commercial busi- 
ness done; a deal. 2 (in p/.) published reports of 
discussions, papers read, etc., at the meetings of 
a learned society. 0 transactional adj. transac- 
tionally adv. 

transalpine ad. beyond the Alps. 

transatlantic ad. 1 beyond the Atlantic, esp.: 
a Brit. American. b LS European. 2 crossing the 
Atlantic. 

transceiver 7. a combined radio transmitter and 
receiver. 

transcend 2/7; 1 be beyond the range or grasp of 
(human experience, belief, etc.). 2 excel; surpass. 
[from Latin lranscendere] 

transcendent adj. 1 excelling. surpassing. 2 tran- 
scending human experience. 3 (esp. of the supreme 
being) existing apart from the material universe. 
D transcendence 7. transcendency 7. tran- 
scendently adv. 

transcendental adj. 1 = rranscenpint. 2 a pre- 
supposed in and necessary to experience; a prion. 
b explaining matter and objective things as prod- 
ucts of the subjective mind. 3 a visionary, abstract. 
b vague, obscure. 0 transcendentally ad: 

transcendentalism 7. 1 transcendental philoso- 
phy: 2 exalted or visionary language. 0 transcen- 
dentalist 7. transcendentalize w./r (also -ise). 

Transcendental Meditation 7. a method of 
detaching oneself from problems, anxiety. etc.. by 
silent meditation and repeution of 1 mantra. 

transcontinental a7). (of a railway etc.) extending 
across a continent. 0 transcontinentally ad. 

transcribe ¢./7 1 make a copy of, esp. in writing. 
2 transliterate. 3 write out (shorthand ete.) in ordin- 
ary characters or continuous prose. 4 arrange 
(music) for a different instrument etc. [from Latin 
transcribere| 0 transcriber 7. transcriptional ad). 
transcriptive «7. 


transistor 


TRANSFORMER 


A transformer consists of two wire coils 
wrapped around an iron core. An alter- 
nating current passed through the primary 
coil creates a fluctuating magnetic field in 
the core, inducing a new voltage in the 
secondary coil, While step-up transform- 
ers have a greater number of coils im the 
secondary coil and increase voltage, step- 
down transformers have more coils m the 

| primary coil and reduce voltage. 


| 


iron core 
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STEP-DOWN TRANSFORMER 


transcript 7. 1 a written or recorded copy. 2 any 
copy. [from Latin fransenpium ‘(thing) transcribed’ 

transcription 7. | a the action or process of tran- 
scribing something. b an instance of this. 2 a 
transcript or copy. 3 Biol. the process by which 
a sequence of nucleotides is copied from a DNA 
template during the synthesis of a molecule of RNA. 

transducer 7. any device for converting a signal 
from one medium of transmission to another. 
{based on Latin transducere ‘to lead across’| 0 trans- 
duce uf. transduction n. 

transept 7. 1 either arm of the part of a cross- 
shaped church at right angles to the nave. > catHr- 
priL.. 2 this part as a whole. [based on Latin septum 
‘partition’| G transeptal adj. 

transexual var. of 1 RANSSENUAL. 

transfer e@ ». (transferred, transferring: 1 /; 
yoften foll. by fo) a convey, remove, or hand over (a 
thing etc.). b make over the possession of (property, 
a ticket, rights, ete.) to a person, 2 t & itr. change 
or move to another group, club, department, etc. 
3 int. change from one station, route, etc., to 
another on a journey. 4 & convey (a drawing etc.) 

yom one surface to another. 5 ¢, change ,the sense 

of a word etc.) by extension or metaphor, @ 7. 1 the 

act or an instance of transferring or being trans- 

ferred. 2 a design etc. conveyed or to be conveyed 

rom one surface to another. 3 a foothall player etc. 

who is or is to be transferred. 4 a the convevance of 

property, a right, etc. b a document effecting this. 

from Latin fransferre] 0 transferee n. transferor 
n. esp. Lav. transferrer 1. 

transferable ad. capable of being transferred. 
0 transferability 1. 

transferable vote /. a vote that can be transferred 
to another candliclate if the first choice is eliminated. 

transfer-book 7. a register of transfers of prop- 
erty. shares, etc. 


transference 1. 1 the act or an instance of trans- 
ferring; the state of being transferred. 2 Psychol. the 
redirection of childhood emotions to a new object, 
esp. to a psychoanalyst. 

transfer fee n. Brit. a fee paid for the transter of 
esp. a professional footballer. 


transferral 7. = TRANSFER 7. 1. 

transfer RNA rn. RNA conveying an amino acid 
molecule from the cytoplasm to a ribosome for 
use in protein synthesis. 

transfiguration 7. 1 a change of form or appear- 
ance, 2 a Christ’s appearance in radiant glory to 
three of his disciples (Matt. 17:2, Mark 9:2-3). 
b (Transfiguration) the festival of Christ’s trans- 
figuration, 6 Aug. 

transfigure wiz change in form or appearance, 
esp. so as to elevate or idealize. [from Latin fans- 
figurare| 

transfix viz 1 pierce with a sharp implement or 
weapon. 2 root (a person) to the spot with horror 
or astonishment. [based on Latin transfixus ‘fixed 
by piercing’] 0 transfixion 7. 

transform » 1 a ‘7, make a thorough or dramatic 
change in the form, character, etc., of. b inéz (often 
foll. by into, to) undergo such a change. 2 & Electr. 
change the voltage etc. of (a current). [from Latin 
transformare| 0 transformation 7. 

transformational adj. relating to or involving 
transformation. 0 transformationally ad. 

transformer 7. <4 an apparatus for reducing or 
increasing the voltage of an alternating current. 
[> HYDROELECTRIC, NUCLEAR POWER 

transfuse v./, 1 permeate. 2 a transfer (blood) from 
one person or animal to another. b inject (liquid) 
into a blood vessel to replace lost fluid. [based on 
Latin fransfusus ‘poured across’| 0 transfusion n. 

transgenic adj. Biol. containing genetic material 
into which DNA from a different organism has 
been artificially introduced. 

transegress 1.17 (also absol.) go beyond the bounds 
or limits set by (a commandment, law, etc.); vio- 
late; infringe. [based on Latin framsgressus “stepped 
across] O transgression 7. transgressive adj. 
transgressor 1, 

tranship var. of TRANs-sHIP. 

transient e ad. of short duration; momentary; 
passing; impermanent. @ 7. a temporary visitor, 
worker, etc. [from Latin transeunt- “going across’ | 
0 transience 7. transiency 7. transiently ad. 

transistor 7. 1 ¥ a semiconductor device with 
three connections, capable of amplification in 
addition to rectification. 2 (in full transistor 
radio) a portable radio with transistors. > Rapio. 
{blend of rransrer and resistor] 


TRANSISTOR 


A transistor is an electric component used 
to control electric current and to provide 
amplification. A small change in the volt- 
age applied between its base and emitter 
causes a large change in the current flow- 
ing from the collector to the emitter. In 

a radio, transistors amplify small voltages 
from the aerial to create the large currents 
needed to operate the loudspeaker. 
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transistorize 


transistorize 7.i7, (also -ise) design or equip with, 
or convert to, transistors rather than valves, 0 tran- 
sistorization 7. 

transit e 7. 1 the act or process of going, conveying, 
or being conveyed, esp. over a distance. 2 a passage 
or route. 3 the apparent passage of a celestial body 
across the meridian of a place, or across the Sun or 
a planet. @ v. (transited, transiting) 1 ¢, make a 
transit across. 2 intr. make a transit. O in transit 
while going or being conveyed. [from Latin fransztus] 

transit camp n. a camp for the temporary accom- 
modation of soldiers, refugees, etc. 

transition 7. 1 a passing or change from one 
place, state, condition, ete., to another. 2 (in the 
arts) a change from one style to another, esp. Archit. 
from Norman to Early English. [from Latin fran- 
s77o| 0 transitional aa). transitionally adv. tran- 
sitionary ad). 

transitive adj. Gram. (of a verb or sense of a verb) 
that takes a direct object (whether expressed or 
implied), e.g, saze in saw’ the donkey; saw that she was ull. 
[from Late Latin éransitivous}| O transitively adv. 
transitiveness 7. transitivity 7. 

transit lounge 7. a lounge at an airport for passen- 
gers waiting between flights. 

transitory adj. not permanent, brief, transient. 
[from Latin /ransitorius| 0 transitorily adi. tran- 
sitoriness 7. 

transit visa 7. a visa allowing only passage through 
a country. 

translate wv. 1 tr (also absol.) a (often foll. by min) 
express the sense of (a word, speech, etc.) in another 
language. b do this as a profession etc. 2 mtr (of a 
literary work etc.) be translatable, bear translauon 
(does not translate well). 3 tr. express (an idea, book, 
etc.) in another, esp. simpler, form. 4 é interpret 
(translated his silence as dissent). 5 tr. move or change, 
esp. from one person, place, or condition, to another 
(was translated by joy). 6 intr. (foll. by into) result in; 
manifest itself as. [based on Latin translatus ‘carried 
across | 0 translatable adj. translatability 7. 

translation 7. 1 the act or an instance of trans- 
lating, 2 a written or spoken rendering of the mean- 
ing of a word, speech, book, etc., in another language. 
O translational adj. translationally ad. 

translator 7. 1 a person who translates from one 
language into another. 2 a television relay trans- 
mitter. 3 a program that translates from one (esp. 
programming) language into another. 

transliterate (./ represent (a word etc.) in the 
closest corresponding letters of a different alphabet 
or language. [based on Latin Uittera ‘letter’| 
0 transliteration 7. transliterator 7. 

translocate 7./. move from one place to another. 
0 translocation n. 

translucent adj. 1 allowing light to pass through 
diffusely. 2 transparent. [from Latin trans/ucent- 
‘shining through’| O translucence n. trans- 
lucency 7. translucently ad. 

transmigrate »iniz 1 (of the soul) pass, esp. al 
or after death. into a different body. 2 migrate. 
O transmigration 7, transmigrator 7. trans- 
migratory ad). 

transmission 7. 1 the act or an instance of trans- 
mitting; the state of heing transmitted. 2 a broad- 

radio or television programme. 3 the 
mechanism by which power is transmitted from 
an engine to the axle in a motor vehicle. 

transmit u/, (transmitted, transmitting) 
1 a pass o hand on; transfer. b communicate 
ideas. emotions. etc.). 2 a allow (heat, light, etc.) to 
pass through: be a medium for. b be a medium 
for ideas. emotions, etc.). 3 broadcast (a radio or 
television programme). {from Latin transmittere| 
0 transmissible adj. transmissive adj. trans- 
mittable adj. transmittal /. 

transmitter 7. 1 a person or thing that transmits. 
2 aset of equipment used to generate and transmit 
electromagnetk waves carrving messages, signals. 
ete., esp. those of radio or television 


cast 


transmogrify «tr, (-ies, -ied) esp. joc. transform, 
esp. in a magical or surprising manner. [17th- 
century coinage] 0 transmogrification 7, 

transmute i/7 1 change the form, nature, or 
substance of. 2 subject (base metals) to alchemical 
transmutation, [from Latin Wansmutare] 0 trans- 
mutable ad. transmutation 7. transmuta- 
tional adj. transmuter 7. 

transnational e adj. extending beyond national 
boundaries. @ 7, a transnational company. 

transoceanic adj. situated beyond or crossing 
the ocean. 

transom /tran-sém/ 7. 1 a horizontal bar of 
wood or stone across a window or the top of a 
door. > winvow. 2 US = iRansom winpow. [from 
Old French fraversin] 0 transomed ad}. 

transom window 2. 1 a window divided by a tran- 
som. > winpow. 2 a fanlight. 

transonic adj. (also trans-sonic) relating to speeds 
close to that of sound. 

transpacific ad. 1 beyond the Pacific. 2 crossing 
the Pacific. 

transparence 7. = TRANSPARENCY 1. 

transparency 7. (//. -ies) 1 the condition of being 
transparent. 2 Photog. a positive transparent photo- 
graph on glass or in a frame to be viewed using 
a slide projector etc. 3 a picture, inscription, etc., 
made visible by a light behind it. [from medieval 
Latin ¢ransparentia| 

transparent ad). I allowing light to pass through 
so that bodies can be distinctly seen. 2 a (of a 
pretext etc.) easily seen through. b (of a motive, 
quality, etc.) easily discerned; evident; obvious. 3 (of 
a person etc.) easily understood. [from Latin (rans. 
parent- “appearing through’| 0 transparently adc. 

transpersonal adj. 1 Literature transcending the 
personal. 2 Psychol. (esp. in psychotherapy) of o1 
relating to the exploration of transcendental states 
of consciousness beyond personal identity, 

transpire ¢. 1 inf. a (of a secret or something 
unknown) leak out; come to be known. b (prec. by 
it as subject) turn out; prove to be the case. 2 ir. 
disp. occur; happen (nobody knows what transpired 
bekeeen them). 3 tr. & inf, emit (vapour, sweat, etc.), 
or be emitted, through the skin or lungs; perspire. 
4 int ¥ (of a plant or leaf) release water vapour. 


TRANSPIRE 


Water vapour transpires (evaporates) 
constantly through pores (stomata) in the 
surface of a plant’s leaves. Fresh supplies | 
of moisture enter the plant’s roots from | 
the soil. Root pressure forces the water 

up the stem, where capillary action draws 


, it further in a continuous ‘transpiration 


stream . 


| t — water evaporates | 


through foliage 


capillary 
action draves 
water up 


iealer enters 
rools from soil - 


PRANSPIRATION STREAM WITHIN ACEREC 


transvestite 


[from medieval Latin franspirare] 0 transpirable 
adj. transpiration n. 


a Usage The use of transpire in sense 2 is con- 
sidered incorrect by some people and should be 
restricted to informal contexts. 


transplant e v/ 1 a plant in another place (éans- 
planted the daffodils). b move to another place (whole 
nations were transplanted). 2 Surgery transfer (living 
issue or an organ) and implant in another part 
of the body or in another body. @ x. 1 Surgery a the 
transplanting of an organ or tissue. b such an 
organ etc. 2 a thing, esp. a plant, which is trans- 
planted. co transplantable ad. transplantation 
n. transplanter n. 

transponder n. a device for receiving a radio 
signal and automatically transmitting a different 
signal. > .rapar. [from blend of transmit and 
RESPOND | 

transpontine adj. 1 on the other side of a bridge. 
2 on or from the other side of the ocean (esp. 
in relation to N. America). 

transport e I take or carry (a person, goods, etc.) 
from one place to another. 2 fist. take (a criminal) 
to a penal colony. 3 (as transported adj.) (usu. foll. 
by with) affected with strong emotion. e n. la 
a system of conveying people, goods, etc., from 
place to place. b esp. Brit. the means of this. 
2.a ship, aircraft, etc. used to carry soldiers, stores, 
etc. 3 (esp. in pl.) vehement emotion (transports of 
joy). [from Latin éransportare| 0 transportable ad). 
transportability 7. 

transportation 7. 1 the act of conveying or the 
process of being conveyed. 2 a a system of convey- 
ing, b esp. NV. Amer, the means of this. 3 Azst. removal 
to a penal colony. 

transport café 7. Bri. a roadside café for drivers. 

transporter z. 1 a person or device that transports. 
2 a vehicle used to transport other vehicles or large 
pieces of machinery etc. by road. 

transporter bridgé ». a bridge carrying vehicles 
etc. across water on a suspended, moving platform. 

transpose ifr 1 a cause (two or more things) 
to change places. b change the position of (a thing) 
in a series. 2 change the order or position of (words 
or a word) in a sentence. 3 (also absol.; often 
followed by up, down) Mus. write or play in a differ- 
ent key from the original. 4 Algebra transfer (a term) 
with a changed sign to the other side of an equa- 
tion. [from Old French fransposer] O transposable 
adj. transposer 7. 

transposition x. the act or an instance of trans- 
posing; the state of being transposed. 

transputer 7. a microprocessor with integral 
memory designed for parallel processing. [blend 
of rransistor and Compurer| 

transsexual (also transexual) @ adj. having the 
physical characteristics of one sex and the sup- 
posed psychological characteristics of the other. 
@n. 1 a transsexual person. 2 a person whose sex has 
been changed by surgery. 0 transsexualism 2, 

trans-ship «4/7, (also tranship) ini: (-shipped, 
-shipping) transfer from one ship or form of 
transport to another, 0 trans-shipment n. 

trans-sonic yar. of rRansonc. 

transubstantiation 7. T/wol. & RC Ch. the conver- 
sion of the Eucharistic elements wholly into the 
body and blood of Christ, only the appearance 
of bread and wine still remaining. 

transuranic adj. Chem. (of an element) having 
a higher atomic number than uranium. 

transverse adj. situated, arranged, or acting in 
a crosswise direction. [from Latin transversus ‘turned 
across | D transversely adi. 

transverse flute sec hire 7. |. 

transvestism 7, the practice of wearing the 
clothes of the opposite sex, esp. as a sexual stimu- 
lus. [based on Latin vestire ‘to clothe | 

transvestite 7. a person, esp. a man, given to trans- 
Vvestism, 


trap 


treasure hunt 


trap’ e 7. 1 aan enclosure or device, for catching 
animals. b a device with bait for killing vermin, 
esp. = Mousetrap |. 2 a trick betraying a person 
into speech or an act (és this question a trap?). 3 an 
arrangement to catch an unsuspecting person. 4 a 
device for hurling an object such as a clay pigeon 
into the air to be shot at. 5 a compartment from 
which a greyhound is released at the start of a race. 
6 a a curve in a downpipe etc. that fills with liquid 
and forms a seal against the upward passage 
of gases. b a device for preventing the passage of 
steam etc. 7 a two-wheeled carriage (a pony and trap). 
8 = rrarpoor. 9 slang the mouth (esp. shut one’s trap). 
10 (esp. in fl.) slang a percussion instrument. @ wl. 
(trapped, trapping) 1 catch (an animal) in a trap. 
2 catch or catch out (a person) by means of a trick, 
plan, etc. 3 stop and retain in or as in a trap. [Old 
English] Oo traplike aaj. 
trap? vir (trapped, trapping) l provide with trap- 
pings. 2 adorn. [based on Old French drap ‘drape’] 
trap® n. (in full trap-rock) any dark-coloured 
igneous rock, fine-grained and columnar in struc- 
ture. [from Swedish trappa ‘stair’, from the often 
stairlike appearance of its outcroppings} 
trapdoor n. a door or hatch in a floor, ceiling, or 
roof, usu. made flush with the surface. 
trapes var. of rrvse. 
trapeze n. a crossbar or set of crossbars suspended 
by ropes and used as a swing for acrobatics etc. 
[from Late Latin trapezium| d 
trapezium 7. (//. trapezia 
or trapeziums) 1 Brit. 4 a 
quadrilateral with only one 
pair of sides parallel. 2 A. 
Amer. = traeczow |. [from 
Greek trapezion| 
trapezius 7. (//. trapezii 
/-zi-I/) Anat. either of a pair 
of large triangular muscles extending over the back 
of the neck and shoulders. > muscuLaruri 
trapezoid 7. 1 Bri. » a quadri- 
lateral with no two sides paral- 
lel. 2 NM. Amer. = rRavezium 1. , q 
[from Greek  trapezoeides| 
0 trapezoidal ad). = \ 
trapper 7. a person who 
traps wild animals, esp. to 
obtain furs. 
trappings 7.f/. 1 ornamental accessories (the trap- 
pings of office). 2 the harness of a horse esp. when 
ornamental. {Middle English, related to TRAP? | 
Trappist e ». a member of a branch of the Cister- 
cian order of monks founded in 1664 at La Trappe 
in Normandy and noted for an austere rule includ- 
ing a vow of silence. @ adj. of or relating to this 
order. [from French frappiste| 
trap-rock sce TRAP’. 
traps nfl. Brit. collog. personal belongings, baggage. 
trap-shooting 1. the sport of shooting at objects 
released from a trap. 
trash e 7. 1 esp. US rubbish, refuse. 2 things of poor 
workmanship, quality, or material; worthless stuff. 
3 esp. US nonsense (falk trash). 4 a worthless person 
or persons. @ vf 1 esp. N. Amer. collog. wreck. 2 esp. 
US collog. expose the worthless nature of; disparage. 
[Middle English] 
trash can 7. \. Amer a dustbin. 
trashy ad), (trashter, trashiest) worthless; poorly 
made. o trashily adv. trashiness 7. 
trattoria /trat-d-ree-4/ n. an Italian restaurant. 
[Italian] 
trauma 7. (fi. traumas) 1 a Psychol. 
emotional shock following a stressful event, 
sometimes leading to longterm neurosis. b a 


TRAPEZIUM 


\ 


a | 


TRAPEZOID 


distressing or emotionally disturbing experience | 


etc. 2 any physical wound or injury. 3. physical 
shock following this, characterized by a drop in 


body temperature, mental confusion, etc. {from -. 


Greek trauma traumatos ‘wound ’] 0 traumatize ¢. tr. 
(also -ise). traumatization 7, 


— 


ATS 


traumatic adj. 1 of or causing trauma. 2 collog. 
distressing (a traumatic experience). 3 of or for wounds. 
0 traumatically adv. 

travail fiierary @ n. 1 painful or laborious effort. 
2 the pangs of childbirth. e v.znt, undergo a painful 
effort, esp. in childbirth, [from Old French] 

travel e vinir. & ir (travelled, travelling; US usu. 
traveled, traveling) 1 ini, go from one place to 
another; make a journey, esp. a long one or abroad. 
2 é a journey along or through (a country). b cover 
(a distance) in travelling. 3 mtr collog. withstand a 
long journey (wines that do not travel). 4 intr. go from 
place to place as a salesman. 5 itr. move or proceed 
in a specified manner or at a specified rate (light 
travels faster than sound). 6 intr. collog. move quickly. 
7 intr. pass esp. in a deliberate manner from point 
to point (the photographer’s eye travelled over the scene). 
e7. 1 the act of travelling, esp. in foreign countries. 
2 (often in pi.) a spell of this (have returned from their 
travels). [Middle English, originally in sense ‘travail’| 

travel agency 1. (also travel bureau) an agency 
that makes the necessary arrangements for travel- 
lers. O travel agent 7. 

travelled adj. experienced in travelling (also in 
comb.: much-travelled \. 

traveller 7. (US traveler) 1 a person who travels 
or is travelling. 2 Brit. = COMMERCIAL TRAVELLER. 3 a 
gypsy. 4 (also New Age traveller) a person who 
embraces New Age values and leads an itinerant 
and unconventional lifestyle. 5 Austral. an itinerant 
workman; a swagman. 

traveller’s cheque 7. a cheque for a fixed amount 
that may be cashed on signature, 
usu. internationally. 

traveller’s joy 7. » a wild clema- 
tis. Clematis vitalba. 

travelling crane 7. a crane able 
to moye on rails, esp. along an 
overhead support. 

travelling salesman ». a male 
commercial traveller. 

travelogue 7. a film or illus- 
trated lecture about travel. 

travel-sick ad. suffering from 
nausea caused by motion in trav- 
elling. o travel-sickness 7. 

traverse e@ v./r 1 travel or lie 
across (traversed the country, a pit 
traversed by a beam). 2 consider 
or discuss the whole extent of 
(a subject}. @ x. 1 a sideways movement. 2 an act of 
traversing. 3 a thing, esp. a part of a structure, that 
crosses another, 4 the sideways movement of a part 
in a machine. 5 a a sideways motion across a rock 
face from one practicable line of ascent or descent 
to another, b a place where this is necessary. [from 
Late Latin fraversare| 0 traversable adj. traversal 
n. traverser !. 

travesty e 7. (pi. -ies) a grotesque misrepresenta- 
tion or imitation (a travesty of justice). @ vty. (-1es. 
-ied) make or be a travesty of. [originally as adj.: 
from French éravesti ‘disguised, dressed up’| 

trawl e 7 1 imi: fish with a wawl or seine. 
2 t a catch by trawling. b search thoroughly 
through (trawled the schools for nec: trainees). @ n. 1 an 
act of trawling. 2 (in full trawl net) W a large 
wide-mouthed fishing net dragged hy a boat along 
the bottom. 3 (in full trawl line) (/S a long sea- 
fishing line buoyed and supporting short lines with 
baited hooks. 


TRAVELLER’S 
JOY 
Clematis vilalba) 


heavy boards 


_ floats 
keep net open : 


fish are caught | 
in end of net 


TRAWL NET 


trawler 2. 1 a boat used for trawling. 2 a person 

who trawls. 
trawlerman 7. (//. -men) a man who works on 
a trawler. 

tray n. 1 a flat shallow vessel usu. with a raised rim 
for carrying dishes etc. or containing small articles, 
papers, etc. 2 a shallow lidless box forming a 
compartment of a trunk. [Old English] 0 trayful 
n. (pl. -fuls). 

treacherous adj. 1 guilty of or involving treachery. 
2 (of the weather, ice, the memory, etc.) not to 
be relied on; likely to fail or give way. [from Old 
French ¢recherous| 0 treacherously adv. treacher- 
ousness 

treachery 1. (//. -ies) 1 violation of faith or trust; 

betrayal. 2 an instance of this. 

treacle 7. 1 esp. Bril. aa syrup produced in refining 

sugar. b molasses. 2 cloying sentimentality or flat- 
tery. [from Greek thénaké ‘antidote against venom’] 
0 treacly ad). 

tread e ». (past trod; past part. trodden or trod) 

1 inf, a set down one’s foot; walk or step (do not tread 

on the grass, trod on a snail). b (of the foot) be set 

down, 2 ¢ a walk on. b (often foll. by down) press 
or crush with the feet. 3 # perform (steps etc.) by 
walking (trod a few paces). > tyre. 4 tx make (a hole 
etc.) by treading, 5 inér. (foll. by on) suppress; subdue 
mercilessly. 6 t make a track with (dirt etc.) from 
the feet. 7 &% press down into the ground with the 
feet (trod dirt into the carpet). 8 tr. (also absol.) (of a male 
bird) copulate with (a hen). @ 2. 1 a manner or 
sound of walking (recognized the heavy tread). 2 (in full 
tread-board) the top surtace of a step or stair. 

3 the thick moulded part of a vehicle tyre for grip- 

ping the road. > ryrt. 4 the part of a wheel that 

touches the ground or rail. 5 the part of the sole 
of a shoe that rests on the ground. 6 (of a male 
bird) copulation. o tread the boards (or 
stage) be an actor. tread on air see air, tread 
on a person’s toes offend a person or 
encroach on a person’s privileges etc. 
tread out 1 stamp out (a fire etc.). 
2 press out (wine or grain) with the 
feet. tread water maintain an 
upright position in the water by 
moving the feet and the hands. [Old 

English] 

treadle e 7. a lever worked by the foot 

and imparting motion to a machine. 
@ v.intz. work a treadle. [Old English tredel ‘stair’] 
treadmill 7. 1 a device for producing motion by 
the weight of persons or animals stepping on steps 
on the inner surface of a revolving upright wheel. 
2 a similar device used for exercise. 3 monotonous 
routine work. 

| treadwheel 7. = raevwmit |. 

' treason 7. I (in full high treason: see note below) 
violation by a subject of allegiance to the sovereign 
or to the State, esp. by attempting to kill or over- 
throw the sovereign or to overthrow the govern- 
ment, 2 (in full petty treason) Aisi. murder of 
one’s master or husband, regarded as a form of 
treason. [from Latin ¢raditio ‘handing over’] 0 trea- 
sonous 4d). 


w Usage The crime of petty (reason was abolished in 
1828; this is why the term Azgh treason, originally 
distinguished from petty treason, now has the same 
meaning as freason. 


treasonable adj. involving or guilty of treason. 
0 treasonably adv. 
treasure e 7. 1 a precious metals or gems. b a 
hoard of these. e accumulated wealth. 2 a thing 
valued for its rarity, workmanship, associations, etc. 
(art treasures). 3 collog. a much loved or highly valued 
person. @ z.fr 1 (often foll. by up) store up as valu- 
able. 2 value (esp. a long-kept possession) highly. 
{from Greek (hésauro.| 
treasure hunt /. 1 a search for treasure. 2 a game 
in which plavers seek a hidden object trom a series 
of clues 


JPRS Bi gy EXAMPLES OF CONIFEROUS TREES 


Trees are adapted for growth in a wide range of 
conditions. Conifers typically occupy habitats that 
have cold winters, although a few grow in the 
Tropics. Their slender profile minimizes snow 
damage, while their small evergreen leaves with- 
stand drying winds. Broadleaves generally grow in 
regions with warmer climates and regular rainfall. 
Temperate species are often deciduous, although 


in the ‘Tropics many are evergreen. Representa- - 

5 ; 5 Ie : y 8! In CUPRESSACEAE PINACEAE TAXODIACEAE 

tives of some major tree families are shown here. sawara cypress bishop pine Japanese cedar 
Chamaecypans prsifera) (Pinus muricata) (Crpptomeria japonica) 


EXAMPLES OF BROADLEAVED TREES ‘ 


4 


oo wth. = en ee Ree Le ~ . 
ACERAGEACL BETULACEAE BIGNONIACHAE ERICAGE \E FAGACEAE 
sycamore grey birch western catalpa madrona black oak 
Acer pseudoplatanus) (Betula populifolia) (Gatalpa speciosa) Arbutus menziesiz) (Quercus velutina) 


LAURACEAE LEGUMINOSAE MAGNOLIACLAE MELIACEAE MYRTACEAE 
California laurel black locust magnolia toona mountain gum 
(Umbellularia californica} Robinia pseudoacacia Vagnolia kobus) ( Toona sinensis) \Eucalyptus dalrympleana) 


a 


L) 


OLDACEAI PALMAE PLATANAGEAE ROSACEAE RUTACEAE 
white ash Chusan palm American sycamore spring cherry hop tree 
Fraxinus americana: Thachycarpus fortune, (Platanus occidentalrs) (Prunus x subhirtella) Ptelea trifoliata) 


= 


SALIGACLAE STYRACACEAE THEACEAL TILIAGEAT. ULMACEAF. 
Chinese weeping willow snowdrop tree silky camellia silver lime hackberry 
Saltx babylonica \Halesia carolina iSlewartia malacodendron) Tilia tomentosa) (Geltes occidentalis) 


treasurer 


treasurer n. 1 a person appointed to administer 
the funds of a society or municipality etc. 2 an 
officer authorized to receive and disburse public 
revenues. 

treasure trove 7. 1 Law treasure of unknown 
ownership which is found hidden in the ground 
etc. and is declared the property of the Crown. 
2 a collection of valuable or delightful things. 

treasury 7. (//. -ies) 1 a place or building where 
treasure is stored. 2 the funds or revenue of a state, 
institution, or society. 3 (Treasury) a the depart- 
ment managing the public revenue of a country. 
b the offices and officers of this. ¢ the place where the 
public revenues are kept. [from Old French tresore| 

Treasury bench 7. (in the UK) the front bench 
in the House of Commons occupied by the Prime 
Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer, etc. 

treasury bill 7. a bill of exchange issued by the 
government to raise money for temporary needs. 

treasury note 7. US & hist. a note issued by the 
Treasury for use as currency: 

treat ev. 1 @ act or behave towards or deal with 
(a person or thing) in a certain way (treated me kindly, 
treat it as a joke). 2 tr. deal with or apply a process 
to (treat it with acid). 3 tr, apply medical care or atten- 
tion to. 4 é present or deal with (a subject) in litera- 
ture or art. 5 ¢# provide with food or drink or 
entertainment at one’s own expense (vealed us to 
dinner). 6 intr. (often foll. by with) negotiate terms 


| (with a person). 7 ini (often foll. by of) give a 
spoken or written exposition. @ 7. 1 an event or 
circumstance (esp. when unexpected or unusual) 
that gives great pleasure. 2 a meal, entertainment, 

; 

7 


etc., provided by one person for the enjoyment 
of another or others. 3 (prec. by a) Brit. extremely 
good or well (they looked a treat; has come on a treat). 
[from Latin éractare ‘to handle’| 0 treatable ad). 
treating 7. 

treatise /tree-tis/ n. a written work dealing for- 
mally and systematically with a subject. [based on 
Old French fraitier ‘to treat’| 

treatment 7. 1 a process or manner of behaving 
towards or dealing with a person or thing (received 
rough treatment). 2 the application of medical care 
or attention to a patient. 3 a manner of treating 
a subject in literature or art. 4 subjection to the 
action of a chemical, physical, or biological agent. 
5 (prec. by the) collog. the customary way of dealing 
with a person, situation, etc. (got the full treatment). 

treaty 7. (fl. -ies) 1 a formally concluded and rati- 
fied agreement between states. 2 an agreement 
between individuals or parties, esp. for the pur-. 
chase of property. [from Latin fractatum ‘a tractate’] 

treble e adj. 1 a threefold. b triple. c three times 
as much or many (/reble the amount). 2 high-pitched. 
3 Mus. = sopr,no adj. (esp. of an instrument or with 
reference to a boy’s voice). @ 7. 1 a treble quanuty 
or thing. 2 Darts a hit on the narrow ring enclosed 
by the two middle circles of a dartboard, scoring 
treble. 3 a Afus. = soprano n. (esp. a boy’s voice or 
part, or an instrument). b a high-pitched voice. 
4 the high-frequency output of a radio, record 
player, etc. 5 Brit. a system of betting in which the 
winnings and stake from the first bet are trans- 
ferred to a second and then (if successful) to a 
third. 6 Bri. Sport three victories or champion- 
ships in the same season, event, etc. @ z &r. G intr. 
make or become three times as much or many; 
increase threefold: multiply by three. (from Latin 
triplus triple’| 0 trebly adv. (in sense | of ad).). 

treble chance 7. Bri!. a form of football 
pool in which different numbers of points 
are awarded for a draw, an away win, and a 
home win. 

treble clef 7. a clef placing G above middle C 
on the second lowest line of the staff. > Novas 

tree e 7. 1 a <a perennial plant with a woody 
self-supporting main stem or trunk when 
mature and usu. unbranched for some 
distance above the ground. b any similar 


TRELLIS-WORK 
plant having a tall erect usu. single stem, e.g. SUPPORTING .\ CLIMBER 


palm tree. 2 a piece or frame of wood etc. for vari- 
ous purposes (shoe-tree). 3 (in full tree diagram) 
Math. a diagram with a structure of branching 
connecting lines. 4 = FAMILY TREE. 
@ utr (trees, treed) 1 force to 
take refuge in a tree. 2 esp. US 
put into a difficult position. 
3 stretch on a_ shoe-tree. 
O grow on trees (usu. with 
neg.) be plentiful. up a tree esp. 
NV. Amer. cornered; nonplussed. 
[Old English] o treeless adj. 
treelessness 7. treelike ad. 
treecreeper 7. < any small 
creeping bird, esp. of the family 
Certhiidae, feeding on insects in 
the bark of trees. 


TREECREEPER: COMMON 
TREECREEPER (Certhia familiaris) 


tree diagram see ree 7. 3, 
tree fern 7. » a large 
fern with an upright 
trunklike stem. 
tree house 7. 
a structure in a 
tree for chil- 4° 
dren to play in. 
tree-hugger 1. 
collog., chiefly derog, an environ- 
mental campaigner {used in refer- 
ence to the practice of embracing a 
tree to prevent it [rom being felled). 


tree line 7. = 1iMBERLINE. 
tree of knowledge 1. 1 B7d/. the 
tree in the Garden of Eden 


bearing the forbidden fruit. 2 
the branches of knowledge as 
a whol¢. 

tree ring 7. a ring in a cross- 
section of a tree. from one 
year's growth. & DENDROGHRONOLOGS 


TREE FERN 
(Dicksonia antarctica) 


tree surgeon 7. a person who treats decayed trees 
in order to preserve them. 0 tree surgery 7. 
trefoil e 7. 1 any leguminous plant of the 
genus Trifolium, with leaves of three leaflets, 
esp. clover. 2 any plant with similar leaves. 
3 a three-lobed ornamentation, esp. in tra- 
cery windows. > arch. 4 a thing arranged 
in or with three lobes. @ ad). of or concerning 
a three-lobed plant, window tracery, etc. [from 
Latin trifolum] o trefoiled ad). also m comd.). 
trek e winir, (trekked, trekking) 1 travel or 
make one’s way arduously (trekking through the 
Jorest). 2 esp. SAfr hist. migrate or journey with 
one’s belongings by ox-wagon. 3 .$.4/7, (of an ox) 
draw a vehicle or pull a load. e 7. 1 aa journey or 
walk made by trekking (2 was a trek to the nearest laun- 
derette:. b each stage of such a journey, 2 an organ- 
ized migration of a body of persons. [Afrikaans] 
Oo trekker 7. 
trellis @ 7. (in full trellis-work 
4 lattice of light wooden or metal 
bars used esp. as a support for fruit 
Irces or creepers. @ wf \trellised. 
trellising) 1 provide with a trellis. 
2 support (a vine etc.) with a trellis. 
[from Latin ‘nix ‘three-ply | 
trematode 7. any parasitic flat- 
worm of the Trematoda. 
[from Greek lrematode) “perforated’] 
tremble @ jini: 1 
untarily from fear, excitement, weak- 
ness. etc. 2 be in a state of extreme 
apprehension (trembled al the very 
thought of it). 3 quiver (leaves trem 
bled in the breeze). @ n. a trembling 
state or movement; a quiver 
(couldn't speak without a tremble). 


class 


shake invol- 


tectonic 
plate 


trench foot 


0 all of a tremble collog. 1 trembling all over. 
2 extremely agitated. [from medieval Latun /remu- 
lare| 0 tremblingly adc. 
trembler 7. Brit. an automatic vibrator for making 
and breaking an electrical circuit. 
trembly aq}. (tremblier, trembliest) col/og. trem- 
bling; agitated. 
tremendous adj. 1 awe-inspiring, fearful, over- 
powering, 2 collog. remarkable, considerable, excel- 
lent (@ tremendous explosion; gave a tremendous per- 
formance). [from Latin tremendus ‘to be trembled at’] 
O tremendously ad:. 
tremolo 1. (p/. tremolos) Vus. 1 a tremulous effect 
produced on musical instruments or in singing: 
a by rapid reiteration of a note. b by rapid alterna- 
tion between two notes. ¢ by rapid repeated slight 
variation in the pitch of a note. Cf. visraro. 2 aa 
device in an organ producing a tremolo. b (in full 
tremolo arm) a lever on an electric guitar, used 
to produce a tremolo. [Italian] 
tremor e 7. 1 a shaking or quivering. 2 a thrill 
(of fear or exultation etc.). 3 (in full earth 
tremor) a slight earthquake. @ winir 
undergo a tremor or tremors. [from Latin 
tremere ‘tremble’| 
tremulous ad). 1 trembling or quiver- 
ing (in a tremulous voice). 2 drawn by 
a tremulous hand. 3 timid or vacillat- 
ing. [based on Latin fremere ‘to tremble’| 
0 tremulously adi. tremulousness 7. 
trench e 7. 1 a Jong narrow usu. deep 
~ ditch. 2 Mil. a this dug by troops 
to stand in and be sheltered from 
enemy fire. b (in pi.) a defensive system of these. 
3 ¥ a long narrow deep depression in the ocean 
bed. > seaBep, suspuction. @ vt 1 dig a trench or 
trenches in (the ground). 2 turn over the earth 
of (a field, garden, etc.) by digging a succession 
of adjoining ditches. [based on Latin 
truncare “to truncate’ | 


’ 


sea level 


Guam 
island 


le 


° subducted 
Mariana tectonic plate 


‘Trench oy 


TRENCH: FORMATION OF THE MARIANA TRENCH 
IN THE PactFIC OCEAN 


Ji 


trenchant adj. incisive or vigorous in expression or 
style. [from Old French] 0 trenchantly adv. 
trench coat 7. 1 a soldier's 
lined or padded waterproof 
coat. 2 » a loose belted 
raincoat. 


trencher 7. fis. a 
wooden or earth- 
enware platter 
for serving food. 
[from Old French 
lrencheoir] 

trencherman 7. (//. -men 
a person who eats heartily. 

trench foot 7. a paintul 
condition of the feet 
caused by long immer- 
sion in cold water or 
mud and marked by blacken- 
ing and death of surface ussue. 


TRENCH 
COAT 


trench warfare 


trench warfare 7. hostilities carried on from 
trenches. 

trend e 7. a general direction and tendency (esp. of 
events, fashion, or opimion). @ zzz 1 bend or turn 
away in a specified direction. 2 have a general 
tendency. [Old English frendan ‘to revolve, rotate’ | 

trendsetter 7. a person who leads the way in fash- 
1on etc. O trendsetting adj. 

trendy collog. @ adj. (trendier, trendiest) often 
derog. fashionable; following fashionable trends. 
@ n. (pl. -ies) a fashionable person. o trendily adv. 
trendiness 7. 

trepan /tri-pan/ e 7. a cylindrical saw formerly 
used by surgeons for removing part of the bone of 
the skull. e u/ (trepanned, trepanning) perfor- 
ate (the skull) with a trepan. [from Greek trupanon| 
0 trepanation 7. trepanning 7. 

trepidation 7. 1a feeling of fear or alarm; pertur- 
bation of the mind. 2 tremulous agitation. [based 
on Latin ¢érepidus ‘alarmed’ 

trespass e viniz. 1 (usu. foll. by on, upon) make an 
unlawful or unwarrantable intrusion (esp. on land 
or property). 2 (foll. by on) make unwarrantabie 
claims (shall not trespass on your hospitality). 3 (toll. by 
against) literary or archaic offend. @ n. 1 Law a volun- 
tary wrongful act against the person or property 
of another, esp. unlawful entry to a person’s land 
or property. 2 archaic a sin or offence. [from Old 
French trespasser ‘to pass over, trespass’|] 0 tres- 
passer 1. 

tress n. 1 a long lock of human (esp. female) hair. 
2 (in pl.) a woman’s or girl’s head of hair. [from Old 
French tresse] 0 tressed adj. (also in comb.). 

trestle 7. 1 a supporting structure for a table etc., 
consisting of two frames fixed at an angle or hinged 
or of a bar supported by two divergent pairs of 
legs. 2 (in full trestle-table) a table consisting of 
a board or boards laid on trestles or other supports. 
3 (in full trestle-work) an open braced framework 
to support a bridge etc. [from Latin /ranstrum *beam’| 

trevally /tri-val-i/ n. (pl. -ies) ¥ any sporting fish 

of the genus Caranx or of a related genus found in 

the Indo-Pacific and 

used as food. 


TREVALLY 
(Caranx hippos) 


trews 7.pi. esp. Brit. trousers, esp. close-fitting tartan 
trousers. [from Gaelic triubhas (sing.)| 

trey /tray/ n. (pl. treys) the three on dice or cards. 
{from Latin ¢res ‘three’| 

tri- comb. form forming nouns and adjectives mean- 
ing: 1 three or three mes. 2 Chem. containing three 
atoms or groups of a specified kind (ériacetate). 
{Laun & Greek] 

triacetate /try-ass-i-tayt/ n. a cellulose derivative 
containing three acetate groups, esp. as a base for 
man-made fibres. 

triad 7. 1 a group of three (esp. notes in a chord). 
2 the number three. 3 a any of various Chinese 
secret societies in various countries. usu. involved 
in criminal activities. b a member of such a society. 
[from Greek tras ados] 0 triadic ad). 

triage /try-ij/ 7. 1 the act of sorting according to 
quality. 2 the assignment of degrees of urgency to 
decide the order of treatment of wounds, illnesses, 
etc. [French] 

trial e 7. 1 a judicial examination and determina- 
tion of issues between parties by a judge with or 
without a Jury (s/ood tral for murder). 2 a a process or 
mode of testing qualities. b experimental treat- 
ment. c a test («ull give you a tral). 3 a trying thing 


reone 
+e 


trichina 


or experience or person (the trials of old age). 4 a 
sports match to test the ability of players eligible 
for selection to a team. 5 a test of individual ability 
on a motorcycle over rough ground or on a road. 
6 any of various contests involving performance 
by horses, dogs, or other animals. e ut, G mtr. 
(trialled, trialling; US trialed, trialing) subject 
to or undergo a test to assess performance. 0 on 
trial 1 being tried in a court of law. 2 being tested; 
to be chosen or retained only if suitable. [from 
Anglo-French] 
trial and error 7. repeated (usu. varied) attempts 
continued until successful. 
trialist 7. (also Brit. triallist) 1 a person who 
takes part in a sports trial, motorcycle trial, etc. 
2 a person involved in a judicial trial. 
trial run 7. a preliminary test of a vehicle, vessel, 
machine, etc. 
triangle 7. | Wa plane figure with three sides and 
angles. > Hyrotenust. 2 any three things not in 
a straight line, with imaginary lines joining them. 
3 an implement of this shape. 4 a musical instru- 
ment consisting of a steel rod bent into a triangle 
and sounded by striking it with a small steel rod. 
[> ORCHESTRA, PERCUSSION. 5 a situation, esp. an 
emotional relationship, involving three people. 
6 a right-angled triangle of wood etc. as a drawing 
implement. [from Old 
acute angle French] 
(less than 90°) 


TRIANGLE: OBTUSL- 
ANGLED TRIANGLE 


acute angle 


obtuse 
angle (more 
than 90°) —- 


triangular adj. 1 triangle-shaped, three-cornered. 
2 between three persons or parties. 3 (of a pyra- 
mid) having a three-sided base. [from Late Latin 
nangulars| O triangularity vn. triangularly adv. 

triangulate «/7, 1 divide (an area) into triangles for 
surveying purposes. 2 a measure and map (an area) 
by the use of triangles with a known base length 
and base angles. b determine (a height, distance, 
etc.) m this way. [based on Latin ¢rangulatus ‘tri- 
angular’] 0 triangulation 7. 

Triassic Geol. e ad. of or relating to the earliest 
period of the Mesozoic era. @ n. this period or 
system. [based on Late Latin érias ‘the number 3°] 

triathlon 7. an athletic contest consisting of three 
different events. Oo triathlete n. 

triatomic adj. Chem. 1 having three atoms (of a 
specified kind) in the molecule. 2 having three 
replacement atoms or radicals. 

tribal aaj. of, relating to, or characteristic of a tribe 
or tribes. 0 tribally adi. 

tribalism 7. 1 tribal organization. 2 loyalty to 
one’s own tribe or social group. 0 tribalist n. 
tribalistic ad). 

tribe 7. 1 a group of (esp. primitive) families or 
communities, linked by social, economic, reli- 
gious, or blood ties, and usu. haying a common 
culture and dialect and a recognized leader. 
2 any similar natural or political division. 3 usu. 
derog, a set or number of persons esp. of one profes- 
sion etc. or family (the whole tribe of actors). [from 
Latin tribus| 

tribesman 7. (//. -men, fem. tribeswoman, pi. 
-women) a member of a tribe or of one’s own tribe. 

tribespeople 7.p/. the members of a tribe. 

tribology n. the study of friction, wear, lubrication, 
and the design of bearmgs. [based on Greek tribos 
‘rubbing’| o tribologist n. 

tribulation 7. 1 great affliction. 2 a cause of this 
(eas a real tribulation to me). [based on Latin tnibulare 
‘to press, oppress’ | 


tribunal x. 1 Brit. a board appointed to adjudicate 
in some matter, esp. one appointed by the govern- 
ment to investigate a matter of public concern. 
2 a court of justice. 3 a seat or bench for a judge or 
judges. 4 aa place of judgement. b judicial author- 
ity (the tribunal of public opinion). [French] 

tribune! n. 1 a popular leader or demagogue. 
2 Rom.Hist. a (in full tribune of the people) an 
official in ancient Rome chosen by the people to 
protect their interests. b (in full military tribune) 
a Roman legionary officer. [from Latin éribunus] 
0 tribunate 7. 

tribune? 7. 1 a a bishop’s throne in a basilica. b an 
apse containing this. 2 a dais or rostrum. 3 a raised 
area with seats. [from medieval Latin éribuna 
‘tribunal’] 

tributary e ». (//. -ies) 1 a river or stream flowing 
into a larger river or lake. 2 Aust. a person or state 
paying or subject to tribute. @ adj. 1 (of a river etc.) 
that is a tributary. 2 fzs/. a paying tribute. b serving 
as tribute. [from Latin éributarius] 

tribute 7. 1 a thing said or done or given as a mark 
of respect or affection ete. ( paid tribute to their achieve- 
ments; floral tributes). 2 hist. a a payment made peri- 
odically by one state or ruler to another, esp. as a 
sign of dependence. b an obligation to pay this (was 
laid under tribute). 3 (foll. by te) an indication of (some 
praiseworthy quality) (cher success 1s a tribute to their 
perseverance). [from Latin tributum (thing) assigned’ | 

trice 7. D in a trice in a moment; instantly. [based 
on Middle Dutch 
trisen ‘to pull, haul’| 

triceps @ adj. (of a 
muscle) having three 
heads or points of 
attachment. @© 7. > 
any triceps muscle, esp. 
the large muscle at the 
back of the upper arm, 
{Laon, literally ‘three- 
headed] ts 


[~ lateral head 


trace 5 —— long head 
brachii 
L_ medial head 
brachioradialis  - 


TRICEPS: HL MAN 
UPPER ARM SHOWING 
THE TRICEPS BRACHI elbant 
triceratops 7. ¥ a large quadrupedal plant-eating 

dinosaur of the late Cretaceous genus Triceratops, 

with two large horns, a smaller horn on the snout, 
and a bony frill above the neck. 
> pinosaur. [from Greek trekeratos 
‘three-horned’ + dps ‘face’] 


epocciprtal 
bone 


mech frall 


brow 
horn 


nose horn 


toothless beak 


nostril <L 


(naris) 
TRICERATOPS 


trichina /trik-i-ni/ 1. (p/. trichinae /-nee/) any 
hairhike parasitic nematode worm of the genus 
Irichinella, esp. T. spiralis, whose larvae live in the 
muscle tissue of humans and other mammals. 
[modern Latin] 


trichinosis 


trichinosis /trik-i-noh-sis/ n. a disease caused by 
trichinae, usu. ingested in meat, and characterized 
by digestive disturbance, fever, and muscular rigidity. 

trichology /tri-kol-6ji/ n. the study of the struc- 
ture, functions, and diseases of the hair. [based on 
Greek thrix trikhos ‘hair’) c trichologist 7. 

trichromatic adj. 1 having or using three colours. 
2 (of vision) having the normal three colour- 
sensations, i.e. red, green, and purple. 0 trichro- 
matism 7, 

trick en. 1 an action or scheme undertaken to fool, 
outwit, or deceive. 2 an illusion (a trick of the light). 
3 a special technique; a knack. 4 aa feat of skill or 
dexterity. b an unusual action (e.g, begging) learnt 
by an animal. 5 a mischievous, foolish, or discredit- 
able act; a practical joke (a mean trick to play). 6 a 
peculiar or characteristic habit or mannerism (has 
a trick of repeating himself). 7 a the cards played in 
a single round of a card game. b such a round. 
c a point gained as a result of this. 8 (aftzb.) done to 
deceive or mystify or to create an illusion (trick 
photography; trick question). @ v.tr. 1 deceive by a trick; 
outwit, 2 cheat; treat deceitfully so as to deprive 
(were tricked into agreeing; were tricked out of their savings). 
a do the trick collog. achieve the required result. 
how’s tricks? collog. how are you? trick of the 
trade a special technique or method of achieving 
a result in an industry or profession etc. trick or 
treat esp. \V. Amer. a children’s custom of calling 
at houses at Hallowe’en with the threat of pranks 
if they are not given a small gift. trick out (or up) 
dress, decorate, or deck out. up to one’s tricks 
collog. misbehaving. up to a person’s tricks 


aware of what a person is likely to do by way of 


mischief. [from Old French érche] 
trick cyclist n. 1 a cyclist who performs tricks. 
2 Brit. slang a psychiatrist. 
| trickery 2. (f/. -ies) 1 the practice or an instance 
of deception. 2 the use of tricks. 
trickle @ vw. 1 wir, & tr flow or cause to flow in drops 
or a small stream (water trickled through the crack). 2 tr. 
come or go slowly or gradually (information trickles 
out). @ n. a trickling tlow. [Middle English] 
trickle charger 7. an electrical charger for batter- 
ies that works at a steady slow rate. 
trickster 7. a decciver or rogue. 
tricksy adj. (tricksier, tricksiest) full of tricks; 
playful. 6 tricksily adv. tricksiness 7. 
tricky adj. (trickier, trickiest) 1 difficult or intn- 
cate; requiring care and adroitness (a incky job). 
2 crafty or deceitful. 3 resourceful or adroit. 
Oo trickily adv. trickiness n. 
tricolour /trik-6-16/ 
(US tricolor) @e 7. < 
a flag of three colours, 
esp. the French national 
flag of bluc, white, 
and red. @ ad. (also tri- 
coloured; having three 
colours. [from French 
trrcolore] 
tricorne /try-korn/ (also 
tricorn) @ ad. 1 having 
three horns. 2 (of a hat) having a bnm turned 
up on three sides, @ 7. a tricorne hat. [from Latin 
tricornis| 
} tricot /trik-oh/ 7. a fine knitted fabric made 
of natural or man-made fibres. {French, literally 
‘knitting’ | 
{= tricycle @ 7. 1 a vehicle having three wheels, two 
on an axle at the back and one at the front, driven 
by pedals in the same way as a bicycle. 2 a three- 
wheeled motor vehicle for a disabled driver. 
! @ «.inir. vide on a tricycle. O tricyclist 1. 
* trident ». a three-pronged spear. [from Latin érdens 
trident- ‘three-toothed’| 
] Tridentine ad. of or relating to the Council 
of Trent, held at Trento in Italy 1545 -63, esp. as 
the basis of Roman Cathohe doctrine. [based on 
Latin Tridenium “Trent | 


: TRICOLOUR: FRENCH 
NATIONAL FLAG 


Tridentine mass 7. the Latin Eucharistic liturgy 
used by the Roman Catholic Church from 1570 
to 1964. 

tried past and past part. of ry. 

triennial ad. 1 lasting three years. 2 recurring 
every three years. [from Late Latin tennis] 0 tri- 
ennially ado. 

triennium 7. (//. trienniums or triennia) a 
period of three years. [Latin] 

trier 7. 1 a person who perseveres (25 a real trier). 
2 a tester, esp. of foodstuffs. 

trifid adj. esp. Bil. partly or wholly split into three 
divisions or lobes. [from Latin tfidus| 

trifle @ x. 1 a thing of slight value or importance. 
2 aa small amount esp. of money (was sold for a 
trifle). b (prec. by a) somewhat (seems a trifle annoyed). 
3 Bnit. a dessert of sponge cake with custard, jelly, 
fruit, cream, etc. @ v. 1 mtr talk or act frivolously. 
2 intr. (foll. by wrth) a treat or deal with frivolously; 
flirt heartlessly with. b refuse to take seriously. 
3 & (foll. by away) waste frivolously. [from Old 
French /ruf(/)le] 0 trifler x. 

trifling adj. 1 unimportant, 
petty. 2 frivojous. 

trifocal e adj. having three focuses, 
esp. of a lens with different focal 
lengths. @ x. (in pl.) trifocal 
spectacles. 

trifoliate adj.» (of a com- 
pound leaf) having three 
leaflets. 

triforium n. (//. triforia) ¥ 
a gallery or arcade above 
the arches of the nave. chou, 
and transepts of a church. 
{medieval Latin] 


leaflet . 


TRIFOLIATE 
LEAF OF A 
LABURNUM TREE 


exlerior flying 
\ bullies. 


rq _ triforium 


— roof space 


UE 


TRIFORIUM IN A LATE L2TH-CENTURY 
FRENCH GOTHIC CHURCH 


trigger e@ 7. 1 a movable device for releasing a 
spring or catch and so setting off a mechanism (esp. 
that of a gun). > cun. 2 an event, occurrence, etc., 
that sets off a chain reaction. @ z.fr 1 set (an action 
or process) in motion; precipitate. 2 fire (a gun) by 
the use of a trigger. O quick on the trigger quick 
to respond. [based on Dutch (rekken “to pull’ 

triggerfish 7. (p/. usu. same) ® any marine fish 
of the family Balistidae with a first dorsal fin- 
spine which can be depressed by pressing 
on the second. 

trigger-happy ad. apt to shoot with- 
out or with shght provocation. 

trigonometry 7. the branch 
of mathematics dealing with 
the relations of the sides and 
angles of triangles and with 
the relevant functions of any 
angles. [from modern Latin 
trigonometna| O trigonometric 
ad). trigonometrical ad). 


TRIGGERFISH: CLOWN 


trimeter 


trigraph 7. (also trigram) 1 a group of three 
letters representing one sound. 2 a figure of three 
lines. 

trigynous adj. Bot. having three pistils. 

trike 7. & v.itr. collog. a tricycle. 

trilateral adj. e 1 of, on, or with three sides. 2 shared 
by or involving three parties, countries, etc. (t- 
lateral negotiations). @ n. a figure having three sides. 

trilby n. (pl. -ies) Brit. a soft felt hat with a narrow 
brim and indented crown. [from the name of 
the heroine in G. du Maurier’s novel 7ni/by (1894)] 
O trilbied aq). 

trilingual adj. 1 able to speak three languages. 
2 spoken or written in three languages. O tri- 
lingualism 7. 

trill e n. 1 a quavering sound, esp. a rapid alter- 
nation of sung or played notes. 2 a bird’s warbling 
sound, 3 the pronunciation of 7 with a vibration 
of the tongue. @ 2. 1 itr, produce a trill. 2 @ warble 
(a song) or pronounce (7 etc.) with a trill. [from 
Italian] 

trillion 7». (f/. same or (in sense 3) trillions) 
1 a million million (1,000,000,000,000 or 10”). 
2 (formerly, esp. Brit.) a million million million 
(1,000,000,000,000,000,000 or 10"). 3 (in pl.) collog. 
a very large number (trilhons of times). [French, on 

the pattern of dz/hon| 0 trillionth ad. & n. 


ew Usage Senses | 2 correspond to the 
change in sense of billion. 


head shield , 


U 


trilobite 7. » any 
fossil marine arthropod 
of the subphylum Trilo- 
bita of Palaeozoic times. 
characterized by a three- 
lobed body. [based on 
Greek /obos ‘lobe’ 
trilogy 2. (p/. -ies) a group 
of three related literary 
or operatic works. 

trim e?: (trimmed. trim- 
ming) 1 ¢ make neat 
or of the required size 


) thorax 


or form, esp. by cutting tail - 
away irregular or un- shield pRILOBITE 
wanted parts. 2 /r (foll. by (Paradoxides 


off, away) cut off (such parts). 

3 tr, a make (a person) neat in dress 
and appearance. b ornament or decorate by 
adding ribbons, lace, etc. 4 & adjust the balance 
of (a ship or aircraft) by the arrangement of its 
cargo etc. 5 ér arrange (sails) to suit the wind. 6 inér. 
associate oneself with currently prevailing views, 
esp. to advance oneself. 7 ¢. collog. a rebuke sharply. 
b thrash. c get the better of in a bargain etc. @ 7. 
1 the state or degree of readiness or fitness ( found 
errrything in perfect tram). 2 ornament or decorative 
material. 3 dress or equipment. 4 the act of trim- 
ming a person’s hair. @ ad). (trimmer, trimmest) 
1 neat or spruce. 2 in good order; well arranged 
or equipped. © in trim 1 looking smart, healthy, 
etc. 2.\aut. in good order. 0 trimly ad?. trimmer 
n. trimmness 7. 


species) 


trimaran n. a vessel like a catamaran, with three 
hulls side by side. 
trimer /try-mer/ n. Chem. a polymer comprising 
three monomer units. 0 trimeric ad). 
first 
— dorsal fin 


trimester /tri-mes-ter/ 7. 
a period of three months, 
esp. of human gestation o1 
\. Amer as a university 
term. |from Latin fumestris| 


trimer 7. Chem. a poly- 
mer comprising three 
monomer units, O tri 

meric ad). 

‘trim-i-ter/ 7 

Proyody a verse of three 

measures. [fram Greek 

trmehos| OB trimetric ad) 


trimeter 


IRIGGERTISH 
nypreitlum 


. ing 


trimming n. 1 ornamentation or decoration, esp. 
for clothing. 2 (in p/.) collog. the usual accompani- 
ments, esp. of the main course of a meal. 3 (in p/.) 
pieces cut off in trimming, 

trimorphism e 7. Bol., Zool., & Crystallog. existence 
in three distinct forms. 6 trimorphic ad. tri- 
morphous adj. 

Trinidadian @ 7, a native or 
Trinidad, an island in the W. Indies. @ adj. of or 
relating to Trinidad or its people. 

Trinitarian e@ 7. a person who believes in the 
doctrine of the Trinity. e@ adj. of or relating to this 
behef, o Trinitarianism 7. 

trinitrotoluene 7. (also trinitrotoluol) = TNT. 

trinity 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the state of being three. 
2 a group of three. 3 the Trinity or the Holy 
Trinity) Theol. the three persons of the Christian 
Godhead (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). [from 
Latin trinitas “triad 

Trinity House 7. Brit. an association concerned 
with the licensing of pilots, the erection and main- 
tenance of buoys. lighthouses, etc. on the coasts 
of England and Wales. 

Trinity Sunday ». the next Sunday after 
Whit Sunday, 

Trinity term 2. Brit. the university and 
law term beginning alter Easter. 

trinket 7. a trifling ornament, jewel, etc., 
esp. one worn upon the person. [16th- 
century comage] Oo trinketry 7. 

trinomial ad). consisting of three terms. 

trio n. (pl. -os; 1 a set or group of three. 


\ 
braced 
legs 
2 Afus. a a composition for three performers. 
b a group of three performers. ¢ the central, | 
usu. contrastive. secuon of a minuet. scherzo, or a 


march. 3 (in piquet) three aces. kings, queens. 
or jacks in one hand. [French & Itahau] 
triode 2. 1 a thermionic valve having 
three electrodes. 2 a semiconductor rect- 
fier having three connections. 

trioxide x. Chem. an oxide containing 
three oxygen atoms. 

trip @ ». (tripped, tripping) 1 imi a 
walk or dance with quick light steps. b (of 
a rhythm etc.) run lightly. 2 a mi, & tr 
(often foll. by up) stumble or cause to stumble, esp. 
by catching or entangling the feet. b mz G fs (foll. 
by up} make or cause to make a slip or blunder. 
3 intr. make an excursion to a place. 4 tr release 
(part of a machine) suddenly by knocking aside 
a catch ete. 5 intr. collog. have a drug-induced expe- 
rience, esp. from taking LSD. @ x. 1 a journey or 
excursion, esp. for pleasure. 2 a a stumble or blun- 
der. b the act of tripping or the state of being 
tripped up. 3 a nimble step. 4 cvl/og. a drug-induced 
experience, esp. from taking LSD. 5 a contrivance 
for a tripping mechanism etc. O trip the light 
fantastic joc. dance. [from Middle Dutch freppen ‘to 
skip, hop’ | 

tripartite «dj. 1 consisting of three parts. 2 shared 
by or involving three parties. 3 Bol. (of a leaf) 
divided into three segments almost to the hase. 
[from Latin fripartitus| 

tripe 7. 1 the first or second stomach of a ruminant, 
esp. an ox, as food. 2 colfoy. nonsense. rubbish 
don't talk such tripe). {from Old French} 

triplane 7. an early type of aircraft with three pairs 
of wings. one above the other, 

triple e adj. 1 consisting of three usu. equal parts 

or things: threefold. 2 involving three parties. 

3 three times as much or many . @ 7. 1 a threefold 

number or amount, 2 a set of three. 3 (in pl.) a peal 

of changes on seven bells. @ uf, & ini, muluply 

by three; increase threefold. [from Greek ériplous] 

a) triply adv. 

triple bond 7. Chem. a set of three bonds between 
two atoms in a molecule 

triple crown 1. 1 RC Ch. the Pope's tiara, 2 the act 
of winning all three of a group of iniportant events 
in horse racing, rugby, etc 


BOO 


inhabitant of 


CAMCTA 


pan -and- od 
tut head — 


extendable 


adjustable | 
centre 
column 


TRIPOD: 
BRAGCED CAMERA 


triple jump 7. an athletic exercise or contest 
comprising a hop, a step, and a jump. 

triple play 7. Baseball the act of putting out three 
players (two runners and the batter) from one 
batted ball. 

triplet x. 1 each of three children or animals born 
at one birth, 2 a set of three things, esp. of equal 
notes played in the time of two. 

triple time 7. musical time with three beats to 
the bar: waltz me. 

triplex adj. triple or threefold. [Latin] 

triplicate e adj. 1 existing in three examples or 
copies. 2 having three corresponding parts. 3 tripled. 
e 7”. each of a set of three copies or corresponding 
parts. @ vt, 1 make in three copies. 2 multiply 
by three. O in triplicate consisting of three exact 
copies. [from Latin (nplicatus ‘folded three tumes’] 
0 triplication 7. 

triploid /trip-loid/ Biol. e n. an organism or cell 
having three times the haploid set of chromo- 
somes. @ adj. of or being a triploid. [from Greek| 

triploidy 7. the condition of being wiploid. 

tripmeter x. a vehicle instrument that can be 
set to record the distance of indiviclual journeys. 

: tripod 7. 1 < a three-legged stand for 

% supporting a camera etc. 2 a stool, 

: ~~ table, or utensil resting on three [cet 

or legs. 3 Gk lntig. a bronze altar at 

Delphi on which a priestess sat to utter 

oracles. {from Greek (ripous| 0 tripodal ad. 

tripos 7. (at Cambridge University) the 
honours examination for the BA degree. 

[from Greek tripous ‘tripod’, relerring 

to the from which a_ satirical 
speech was made at graduation 


stool 


tripper 7. 1 Ari/. a person who goes 
on a pleasure trip. 2 collog. a person 
experiencing hallucinatory — effects 
from taking a drug, 
triptych /trip-tik/ n, 1 a picture 
or relief carving on three panels. 
usu. hinged vertically together 
and often used as an altarpiece. 
2 a set of three artistic works. 
tripwire 7. a wire stretched close to the ground, 
operating an alarm etc. when disturbed. 
trireme 7. ¥ a galley with three banks of oars. 
[from Latin trivemis| 
trisaccharide /try-sak-a-ryd/ n. Chem. a sugar 
consisting of three lmked monosaccharides. 
trisect uf, cut or divide into three (usu. equal) 
parts. [based on Latin sectus “cut’} 0 trisection n. 
trisector 1. 


TRIPOD 


TRIREME 


Triremes were warships belonging ~—. 
to the state of Athens in the St 
4th century 8C. Rowed 
by 170 oarsmen, they 
were designed to ram 
enemy ships and hole = 
them below the water- 
line. The stern ancl 
prow were held taut 
by a rope which 
ran the length 
of the vessel. 


hoatmast 


prow 7 
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(prorates) 
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TRISHAW: TRADITIONAL 
FAR EASTERN TRISHAW 


trishaw n. A a light three-wheeled pedalled vehicle 
used in the Far East. 

triskaidekaphobia 7. fear of the number thirteen. 

trismus 7, Afed. a variety of tetanus with continu- 
ous contraction of the jaw muscles causing the 
mouth to remain tightly closed. [based on Greek 
Irigmos ‘a scream, grinding’ 

trisyllable 7. a word or metrical foot of three syl- 
lables. 0 trisyHabic adj. 

trite ad. (of a phrase, opinion, etc.) hackneyed, worn 
out by constant repetition. [from Latin ftus ‘worn’ 
O tritely ad. triteness 7. 

tritium 7. Chem. a radioactive isotope of hydrogen 
with a mass about three tumes that of ordinary 
hydrogen. [based on Greek titos ‘third’] 

triumph e 7. | a the state of being victorious or 
successful (returned home in triumph). b a great success 
or achievement. 2 a supreme example (@ triumph 
of engineering). 3 joy at success; exultation. @ v.zntr. 
1 (often foll. by over) gain a victory; be successful: 
prevail. 2 ride in triumph, 3 (often foll. by ozer) 
exult. [from Latin trumplh\us| 

triumphal adj. of or tised in celebrating a triumph. 


a Usage 7niumphal, meaning ‘of or used in cele- 
brating a triumph’. e.g. thumphal arch, should not 
be confused with érumphani meaning ‘victorious’ or 
‘exultant’, e.g, the triumphant army; a triumphant laugh. 


triumphant ad}. 1 victorious or successful. 2 exult- 
ant, O triumphantly ade. 


a Usage See Usage Note at TRIUMPHAL. 


triumvir 7. (//. triumvirs or triumviri /-ry/) 
1 each of three men holding a jomt office. 
2 a member of a triumyirate. [Latin, from /nwn 
vrorum ‘of three men] 0 triumviral ad). 


| 
RECONSTRUCTION OF AN 


ANCIENT GREEK TRIREME 
UN TEA eee 


matmast 


mainsail 


flagstaff 


l« y ull 
_ Sy 


Mere tends cabin yteering 


vol ovennsrine hull oa) 


triumvirate 


triumvirate 7. 1 a board or ruling group of three 
men, esp. in ancient Rome. 2 the office of triumvir. 

triune adj. three in one, esp. with reference 
to the Trinity. [based on Latin unus ‘one’} 
U triunity 2. ( pl. -ies). 

trivalent adj. Chem. having a valency of 
three. 0 trivalency n. 

trivet 7. an iron tripod or bracket for a cooking pot 
or kettle to stand on. [Middle English] 

trivia 7.//. trifles or trivialities. [modern Latin] 

trivial ad. 1 of small value or importance; trifling. 
2 (of a person etc.) concerned only with trivial 
things. [from Latin énivialis ‘“commonplace’) 0 triv- 
iality n. (pi. -ies). trivially adv, 

trivialize vf, (also -ise) make trivial or apparently 
trivial; minimize. 0 trivialization 7. 

tri-weekly adj. produced or occurring three times 
a week or every three weeks. 

tRNA abby. transfer RNA. 

trochaic /tré-kay-ik/ Prosody @ adj. of or using 
trochees. @ 7. (usu. in p/.) trochaic verse. 

trochee /troh-kee/ x. Prosody a foot consisting 
of one long or stressed syllable followed by one 
short or unstressed syllable. [from Greek (rokhaios 
(pous) ‘running (foot)’] 

trod past and past part. of vreav. 

trodden past part. of TREX. 

troglodyte 7. 1 a cave dweller. 2 a hermit. 3 derog 
a wilfully obscurantist or old-fashioned person. 
[from Greek frdglodutes, based on the name of an 
Ethiopian people] 0 troglodytic ad). 

troika 7. 1 aa Russian vehicle with a team of three 
horses abreast. b this team. 2 a group of three 
people, esp. as an administrative council. [Russian, 
from troe ‘set of three’] 

troilism 7. sexual activity involving three partict- 
pants. 

Trojan e adj. of or relating to ancient Troy in Asia 
Minor. @ n. 1 a native or inhabitant of Troy. 2 a 
person who works, fights, etc. courageously (works 
like a Trojan). [from Latin Troianus| 

Trojan Horse x. 1 a hollow wooden horse said 
to have been used by the Greeks to enter Troy. 
2 a person or device planted to bring about an 
enemy’s downfall. 

troll’ n. (in Scandinavian folklore) a fabulous being, 
esp. a giant or dwarf dwelling in a cave. [from Old 
Norse] 

troll? e «. 1 imi: sing out in a caretree jovial manner. 
2 tr. G intr a fish by drawing bait along in the water. 


b (often foll. by for) search, seek. 3 intr esp. Brit. ’ 


walk, stroll. e 7. 1 the act of trolling for fish. 2 a line 
or bait used in this. [Middle English] o troller n. 
trolley x. (p/. -eys) 1 esp. Brit. a table, stand. or 
basket on wheels or castors for serving food, trans- 
porting luggage or shopping, gathering purchases 
in a supermarket, etc. 2 esp. Bri. a low truck 
running on rails. 3 (in full trolley-wheel) a wheel 
attached to a pole etc. used for collecting current 
from an overhead electric wire to drive a vehicle. 
p> ream. 4a OS = troury-car. b Brit, = rroltysts. 
0 off one’s trolley s/ang crazy. {of dialect origin] 
trolleybus 7. <4 
a bus powered by 
electricity obtained 
from an overhead 
cable by means of 
a trolley-wheel. 
trolley-car 2. L/S 
a tram powered by 
electricity obtained 
from an overhead 
cable by means of 
a trolley-whcel. 
trollop 7. 1 a 
disreputable or pro- 
miscuous girl or 
woman. 2 a prosti- 
tute. |17th-century 
coinage] 


TROLLEYBUS: MODERN 
GREEK TROLLEYBUS 
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TROMBONE 


trombone 7. 1 A a large brass wind instrument 
with a slicing tube. > brass, orcHesTRA. [based on 
Italian éromba ‘trumpet’] 0 trombonist n. 

trompe Vail /tromp 1€i/ n. (pl. trompe Veils 
pronunc. same) a painting etc. designed to give an 
illusion of reality. [French, literally “deceives the eye’] 

troop e 7. 1 an assembled company; an assemblage 
of people or animals. 2 (in pi.) soldiers or armed 
forces. 3 a cavalry unit commanded by a captain. 
4 a unit of artillery and armoured formation. 
5 a grouping of three or more Scout patrols. @ z.znér, 
(foll. by im, out, off, etc.) come together or move in 
large numbers. 0 troop the colour esp. B7i/. show 
a flag ceremonially at a public mounting of garri- 
son guards. [from French /roupe| 

troop carrier 7. a large aircraft, armoured vehicle, 
etc., for carrying troops. 

trooper 7. 1 a private soldier in a cavalry or 
armoured unit. 2 Austral. & US a mounted or 
motor-borne police officer. 3 a cavalry horse. 4 esp. 
Brit. a troopship. 0 swear like a trooper swear 
extensively or forcefully. 

troopship 7. a ship used for transporting troops. 

trope 7. a figurative (e.g. metaphorical or ironical) 
use of a word. [from Greek ¢tropos ‘turn, way, trope’| 

trophy 2. (fi. -ies) 1 a cup or other decorative 
object awarded as a prize in a contest. 2a memento 
or souvenir, e.g. a deer’s antlers, taken in hunung. 
3 Gk G Rom. Antig. the weapons etc. of a 
defeated army set up as a memorial 
of victory. [from Greek tropaion} 
0 trophied ad). (also in comb). 

tropic e 7. 1 ® the parallel of lati- 
tude 23°26' north (tropic of 
Cancer) or south (tropic of 
Capricorn; of the equator. 2 
each of two corresponding circles 
on the celestial sphere where the 
Sun appears to turn after reach- 
ing its greatest declination. 3 (the 
Tropics) » the region between 
the tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn. @ ad. 1 = rroptcar |. 
2 of tropism. [from Greek treprkos] 


equaton 


TROTTING 

In many regions, including North America, 

Australia, and New Zealand, the trotting 
(or harness) race is as popular as flat 

\ racing. Modern trotting races 
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whip —— S 
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jockey —— J crupper rein 
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TROPIC: GLOBE SHOWING 
LOCATION O1 


troubadour 


tropical adj. 1 of, peculiar to, or suggesting the 

Tropics (tropical fish; tropical diseases). 2 very 
hot; passionate, luxuriant. 3 of or by way 
of a trope. O tropically adv. 
tropical cyclone see cycione 2, 

tropical storm 7. = cycione 2. 

tropical year see year |. 

tropic of Cancer see rroric 7. |. 

tropic of Capricorn sce 1roric 7, |. 

tropism n. Biol. the turning of all or part of an 
organism in a particular direction in response to an 
external stimulus. [based on Greek éropos ‘turning’ | 

troposphere nx. the lowest region of the atmos- 
phere (cf. STRATOSPHERE, LONOSPHERE), [> ATMOSPHERE. 
[based on Greek tropos ‘turning’| 0 tropospheric 
adj. 

trot e ». (trotted, trotting) 1 iné (of a person) 
run at a moderate pace esp. with short strides. 2 intr. 
(of a horse) proceed at a steady pace faster than 
a walk lifting each diagonal pair of legs alternately. 
3 intr. collog. walk or go. 4 i cause (a horse or 
person) to trot. 5 ¢ traverse (a distance) at a trot. 
e@ n. 1 the action or exercise of trotting. 2 (the 
trots) s/ang an attack of diarrhoea. 3 (in pl.) Austral. 
collog. a trotting races. > TrRorrinc. b a meeting for 
these. 0 on the trot collog. 1 continually busy (Aepi 
them on the trot). 2 Brit. in succession ( five weeks on the 
(vot). trot out 1 cause (a horse) to trot to show its 
paces. 2 collog. produce or introduce (an opinion 
etc.). [from medieval Latin trollare] 

troth /trohth/ n. archaic 1 faith, loyalty. 2 truth. 
0 pledge (or plight) one’s troth pledge one’s 
word esp. in marriage or betrothal. [Old English 
tréowth “truth | 

Trotskyism 7. the political or economic principles 
of L. Trotsky, Russian politician d. 1940, esp. as 
urging worldwide socialist revolution. o Trotsky- 
ist n. Trotskyite n. derog. 

trotter 7. 1 a horse 
bred or trained for trot- 
ting. 2 (usu. in pi.) an 
animal's foot as food. 

trotting 7. ¥ racing for 
trotting horses pulling 
a two-wheeled vehicle 
and driver. 


tropic of Cance) 
23°26°N) 


_ the 


Tropics 
; troubadour /troo-bi- 


door; last part rhymes 
with poor/ n. 1 a French 
medieval lyric poet 
composing and singing 
on the theme of courtly 
love. 2 a singer or poet. 
[French| 


~~ trope of 
Capricorn 
(23° 26'S) 


CHE PROPICS 


resemble ancient chariot races, except that 
they are run with single horses equipped 
with restraining reins and overshoes; these 
hobbles permit only trotting or pacing gaits, 


rosette 
ie = 
driving a 


saddle 


_— browband 


~ brid 
rubbe 
bit-suard 


lightiweicht 
harness 


HIRST. LT Soke 
AND JOCKEY IN 
V PACING RAG] 


2 over-reach boot 


trouble 


trouble e 7. 1 difficulty or distress; vexation, afflic- 
tion (am having trouble with my car). 2 a inconvenience; 
unpleasant exertion; bother (went to a lot of trouble). 
b a cause of this (the child was no trouble). 3a cause of 
annoyance or concern (the trouble with you ws that_you 
can’t say no). 4 a faulty condition or operation (engine 
trouble). 5 a fighting, disturbance (crowd trouble). b (in 
pl.) political or social unrest, public disturbances. 
6 disagreement, strife (2s having trouble al home). @ «. 
1 # cause distress or anxiety to; disturb (troubled by 
their debls). 2 intr. be disturbed or worried (don’t trouble 
about it). 3 tr. afflict; cause pain etc. to (am troubled 
with arthritis). 4 tr & intr (often refl.) subject or be 
subjected to inconvenience or unpleasant exertion 
(sorry lo trouble you; don't trouble yourself). 0 ask for 
trouble collog. invite trouble or difficulty by rash 
or indiscreet behaviour etc. be no trouble cause 
no inconvenience etc. go to the trouble (or some 
trouble etc.) exert oneself to do something. 
in trouble 1 involved in a matter likely to bring 
censure or punishment. 2 collog. pregnant while 
unmarried. look for trouble co//og. 1 aggressively 
seek to cause trouble. 2 invite trouble. take trou- 
ble (or the trouble) exert oneself to do something, 
[from Old French ¢rudle (n.), trubler (v.)} 

troubled adj. showing, experiencing, or reflecting 
trouble, anxiety, etc. (a druubled mind). 

troublemaker 7. a person who habitually causes 
trouble. 0 trouble-making 7. © attrib.ad). 

troubleshooter 7. 1 a mediator in mdustrial or 
diplomatic etc. disputes. 2 a person who traces and 
corrects faults in machinery etc. G troubleshoot 
uint. & tr (past and past part. -shot), trouble- 
shooting 7. 

troublesome ad. 1 causing or full of trouble. 
2 vexing, annoying. 0 troublesomely ad. trouble- 
someness /). 

trouble spot 7. a place where difficulties regularh 
QOOvith. 

troublous adj. archaiw or fiteary full of troubles; 
agitated, disturbed (/roublous times). 

trough 7. 1 a long narrow open receptacle for 
water, animal feed, etc. 2 a channel for conveying 
a liquid. 3 9 an elongated region of low barometric 
pressure. 4 a hollow between two wave crests. 
5 the time of lowest economic performance etc. 
6 a low point or depression. [Old English] 


, soba 


trough of 


low: pressure / 


high pressure 
zone , 


high- 
pressure 
lone 


TROUGH (©)F LOW PRESSURE ON 
An hs an 0 a 


trounce «/, 1 defeat heavily. 2 beat, thrash. 
3 punish severely. [] 6th-century coinage, originally 
in sense ‘to alflict’] GO trouncer 1, trouncing /. 
troupe /troop/ n.a company of actors or acrobats 
etc. [French, literally “troop | 

trouper /troop-er/ 7. 1 a member of a theatrical 
troupe. 2 a staunch colleague 

trouser-clip #/. = 8iychi cir, 

trousers 1.~/. 1 (also pair of trousers jing. an 
outer garment reaching from the waist usu. to the 
ankles, divided into two parts to cover the legs. 
2 ‘trouser; (a//rib. designating parts of this (tose 


, 


leg). OQ wear the trousers be the dominant part- 


yy 


truncheon 


ner in a marriage etc. [from Irish ¢nubhas ‘trews’| 
0 trousered ad). trouserless adj. 

trouser suit 7. Bri/. a woman’s suit of trousers and 
jacket. 

trousseau /troo-soh/ n. (pi. trousseaus or 
trousseaux /-sohz/) the clothes collected by a 
bride for her marriage. [French, literally ‘bundle’ | 

trout 7. (pi. same or trouts) 1 ¥ any of various 
freshwater fishes of the genus Sa/mo or Salvelinus 
of the northern hemisphere, esp. Salmo- trutta of 
Europe, valued as food. 2 Brit. slang derog. a woman, 
esp. an old or ill-tempered one (usu. old trout). [from 

Late Latin éructa] 


TROUT: BROWN TROUT 
Salmo trutia) 


trove 7. = TRrAstRE 1ROVL. [from Anglo-French] 
trowel e 7. 1 <a sinall hand-held tool with 
4 flat pointed blade, used to apply and 
spread mortar etc. 2 a similar tool with a 
curved scoop for lifting plants or earth. 
e vir (trowelled, trowelling: US 
troweled. troweling) apply (plaster 
etc.). [from Latin trulla ‘scoop’ | 
troy 7. (in {ull troy weight) a system of 
weights used for precious metals and 
gems, with a pound of 12 ounces or 5,760 
grains. [Middle English] 
truant e 7. 1 a child who stays away 
from school without leave or explanation. 
2 a person missing from work etc. @ ad). 
(of a person, conduct, thoughts, etc.) 
shirking, idle, wandering. @ v.intr. (also 
play truant) stay away as a truant. 


TROWEL: [from Old French] 0 truancy n. 
Sawlels & truce 7. la temiporary agreement 
PROWEL 4 


to cease hostilities. 2 a suspension of 

private feuding or bickering. [Old 
English] 0 truceless ad. 

truck'e ». 1 Brit, an open railway wagon for carry- 
ing freight. 2 a large road vehicle for carrying 
heavy goods, troops, etc.; a lorry, ev. 1 f& convey on 
or in a truck. 2 intr .\. Amer drive a truck. 3 intr. 
\. Amer. slang proceed; go, stroll. 0 truckage n. 

truck? 2. dealings; exchange, barter. G have no 
truck with avoid dealing with. [from Old French] 

trucker 7. a long-distance lorry driver. 

truckie 7. -lwsiral. collog. a lorry driver; a trucker. 

trucking 1. LS conveyance of goods by lorry. 

truckle e 7. (in full truckle-bed) esp. Brit. a low 
bed on wheels that can be stored under a larger 
bed. @ v.intr (toll. by fo) submit obsequiously. [ori- 
ginally in sense “wheel, pulley’: from Latin trochlea 
‘pulley | 

truckload 7. 1 a quantity of goods etc. that can 
be transported in a truck, 2 collog. a large quantity 
or number. 0 by the truckload in large quantities 
or numbers. 

truculent ad). 1 aggressively defiant. 2 aggressive, 
pugnacious. 3 herce, savage. [from Latin éruculentus| 
0 truculence 7. truculency x. truculently ad. 

trudge e &. I int go on foot esp. laboriously, 2 ¢ 
traverse (a distance) in this way. @ 7. a trudging 
walk. {1 6th-century coinage] 

true e adj. (truer, truest) 1 in accordance with fact 
or reality (a érue sfory). 2 genuine; rightly or strictly 
so called (the true heir to the throne}. 3 (otten foll. by to) 
loyal or faithful. 4 (foll. by fo) accurately conform- 
ing (to a standard or expectation etc.) (/rue to form). 
5 correctly positioned or balanced; upright, level. 
6 exact, accurate (@ true aim, a true copy). 7 \absol. 
also it is true) certainly, admittedly (/rue, it would 
cot more. @ adv, 1 truly tell me true). 2 accurately (aim 


true). 3 without variation (reed true). @ v.17, (trues, 
trued, truing or trueing) bring (a tool, wheel, 
frame, etc.) imto the exact position or form 
required. O come true actually happen or be the 
case. out of true (or the true) not in the correct 
or exact position. true to form (or type) being or 
behaving etc. as expected. true to life accurately 
representing life. [Old English] 0 trueness z. 

true-blue e ad. extremely loyal or orthodox. 
@ x. such a person, esp. a Conservative. 

true coral see coraL n. 2. 

true love 7. a sweetheart. 

true north 7. north according to the 
Earth’s axis, not magnetic north. 

truffle 7. 1 » any strong- 

smelling under- 


ground fungus 
of the order 
Tuberales. used as 


a culinary delicacy 
and found esp. in 
France by trained 
dogs or pigs. > runcus. 

2 a usu. round sweet made 
of chocolate mixture covered 
in cocoa etc. 


TRUFFLE: 
SUMMER TRUFFLE 


( Tuber aestivum) 


trug 7. Brit. <a shallow 
oblong garden basket 
usu. of wood strips. 


truism 7. an ol- 
viously true 
or hackneyed 
statement. O 
truistic ad). 


truly adv. 1 

sincerely, genu- 

TRUG: inely (am truly 
GARDENER’S grateful). 2 really, in- 
[RUG deed (truly, I do not know’). 


3 faithfully, lovally (served 
them truly). 4 accurately, truthfully (2s not truly de- 
picted). 5 rightly, properly (well and truly). 

trump! e 7. 1 aa playing card of a suit ranking 
above the others. b (in pi.) this suit (hearts are trumps). 
2 collog. a a helpful or admired person. b Austral. 
& Na person in authority. @ utr. 1 defeat (a card or 
its player) with a trump. 2 collog. gain a surprising 
advantage over (a person, proposal, etc.). 0 trump 
up fabricate or invent (an accusation, excuse, etc.) 
(on a trumped-up charge), tarn up trumps Brit. collog. 
1 turn out better than expected. 2 be greatly 
successful or helpful. [corruption of rrivmeH, in 
same (now obsolete) sense] 

trump? 7. archaic a trumpet-blast. [from Old French 
trompe] 

trump card 7. 1 a card belonging to, or turned 
up to determine, a trump suit. 2 collog. a valuable 
NESOUTCE: 

trumpery e 7. (fi. -ies) 1 a worthless finery. 
b a worthless article. 2 rubbish. @ ad. 1 showy but 
worthless. 2 delusive, shallow. [from Old French 
lromperie| 

trumpet e 7. 1 a brass instrument with a flared bell 
and a bright penetrating tone. & Brass, ORCHESTRA. 
2 a the tubular corona of a daffodil etc. b a rum- 
pet-shaped thing (ear-trumpet). 3 a sound of or like 
a trumpet. @ v, (trumpeted, trumpeting} IL mfr 
a blow a trumpet. b (of an elephant etc.) make a 
loud sound as of a trumpet. 2 ¢r proclaim loudly (a 
person's or thing’s merit). [from Old French frompette] 

trumpet call 7. an urgent summons to action. 

trumpeter 7. a person who plays a trumpet. 
trumpet major 7. the chief trumpeter of a cavalry 
regiment. 

truncate 7/7 cut the top or the end from (a tree, 
a body, a piece of writing, etc.). [based on Latin 
truncatus “maimed ’| O truncation n. 

truncheon 1. 1 esp. Bri. a short club or cudgel, esp. 
carried by a police officer. 2 a staff or baton as 
a symbol of authority. [from Latin éruncus ‘trunk’ 


trundle 


trundle vt, G mtr. roll or move heavily or noisily 
esp. on or as on wheels. (Old English érendel ‘circle’] 
trundle-bed 7. esp, U/S= rauckte n. 
trunk 7. 1 the main stem 
of a tree as distinct 


from its branches and epidermis 
roots. 2 a person’s or 
animal’s body apart 
from the limbs and Sei 
head. 3 a large box hes * 
with a hinged lid for 
transporting luggage, —_ radiating 
GlothesmetcM a Na Amer apy ecis = 
the luggage compart- ‘ 
ment of a motor car. 
5 > an elephant’s elong- lec : 
ated prehensile nose. 1 / 

nostril 


> ELEPHANT, 6 (in p/.) men’s 
shorts worn for swimming, 
boxing, etc. [from Latin 
truncus| a trunkful n. (pi. 
-fuls). trunkless adj. 

trunk call 7. esp. Bri. a tele- 
phone call on a trunk line with 
charges made according to distance. 

trunking 7. 1 a system of shafis or conduits for 
cables, ventilation, etc. 2 the use or arrangement 
of trunk lines. 

trunk line 7. a main line of a railway, telephone 
system, etc. 

trunk road 7. esp. Bri. an important main 
road. 

truss e 7. 1 a framework, e.g. of raft- 
ers and struts, supporting a roof or 
bridge etc. > BRIDGE, HOUSE, QUEEN 
post, Roor. 2 a surgical appliance 
worn to support a hernia. 3 Bri. 
a bundle of hay or straw. 4 > 
a compact terminal cluster of 
flowers or fruit. @ wiz 1 tie up 
(a fowl) compactly for cooking. 
2 (often foll. by up) tie (a 
person) up with the arms to 
the sides. 3 support (a roof 
or bridge etc.) with a truss or 
trusses. [from Old French trusse 
(n.}, trusser (v.)] O trusser 7. 

trust e 7. 1 aa firm belief in the reliability or truth 
or strength etc. of a person or thing. b the state of 
being relied on. 2 a confident expectation. 3 obhi- 
gation or responsibility (am in a position of trust; have 


septum 


THROUGH AN 


TRUSS OF 
TOMATOES 


Julfilled my trust). 4 reliance on the truth of a state--* 


ment etc. without examination. 5 Law confidence 
placed in a person by making that person the nom- 
inal owner of property to be used for another's 
benefit. 6 a a body of trustees. b an organization 
managed by trustees. ¢ an organized association of 
several companies for the purpose of reducing or 
defeating competition etc. @ v. 1 / place trust in; 
believe in; rely on the character or behaviour of. 
2 tv. (foll. by with) allow (a person) to have or use 
(a thing) from confidence in its proper use (/ can trust 
him with my keys). 3 tr (often foll. by that + clause) 
have faith or confidence or hope that a thing will 
take place (J trust you zall come). 4 tr (foll. by to) 
consign (a thing) to (a person) with trust. 5 ar, (foll. 
by zn) place reliance in (we érust in you). 6 intr. (foll. by 
to) place (esp. undue) reliance on (shall have to trust 
lo luck). O in trust Law held on the basis of trust 
(see sense 5 of n.). on trust on the basis of trust or 
confidence. take on trust accept (an assertion, 
claim, etc.) without evidence or investigation. [from 
Old Norse éraust] 0 trustable ad). 

trust company 7. a company formed to act as 
a trustee or to deal with trusts. 

trustee n. Law a person or member of a board 
given control or powers of administration of prop- 
erty in trust with a legal obligation to administer it 
solely for the purposes specified. 0 trusteeship n. 

trustful a. full of trust or confidence. 5 trustfully 
adv. trustfulness n. 


{; truth z. (p/. truths) 1 the quality or a state 


TRUNK: SECTION 


ELEPHANT’S TRUNK 


tubectomy 


trust fund 7. a fund of money etc. held in trust. 
trustie var. of TRUSTY 7. 
trusting adj. having trust, esp. being trustful by 


«nature. 0 trustingly adv. trustingness 7. 


. trust territory 7. a territory under the trustee- 
\ ship of the United Nations or of a state desig- 
nated by them. 

trustworthy ad. deserving of trust; reliable. 
-  Otrustworthily adv. trustworthiness 7. 
trusty e aq). (trustier, trustiest) 1 archaic or 
joc. trustworthy (a trusty steed). 2 archaic loyal (to 
* a sovereign) (my trusty subjects). @ n. (also trustie) 
(pl. -ies) a prisoner who is given special priv- 
ileges for good behaviour. 


of being true or truthful. 2 what is true. o in 
truth Lierary truly, really. to tell the truth 
blood (or truth to tell) to be frank. [Old English] 
vessel trwthful adj. 1 habitually speaking the truth. 
2 (of a story etc.) true. 3 (of a likeness etc.) 
corresponding to reality. 0 truthfully ade 
truthfulness 7. 
try e vu. (-ies, -ied) 1 itz, make an effort with 
a view to success (often foll. by éo+ infin.; collog. foll. 
by and + infin.: ined to be on time; try and be early; I shall 
try hard). 2 tr. make an effort to achieve (ried my best; 


had better try something easier). 3 tr. a test (the quality of 


a thing) by use or experiment. b test the qualities 
of (a person or thing) (try it before you buy). 4 t. make 
severe demands on (a person, quality, etc.) (my 
patience has been sorely tred). 5 tr. examime the effect- 
iveness or usefulness of for a purpose (try cold water; 
have vou tried kicking it?). 6 tr. a investigate and decide 
(a case or issue) judicially. b subject (a person) to 
trial (wll be tried for murder). 7 intr. (foll. by for) a apply 
or compete for. b seek to reach or attain (am going 
to try for a gold medal). @ n. (pl. -ies) 1 an effort to 
accomplish something; an attempt (give 7 a tr). 
2 Rugby the act of touching the ball down behind 
the opposing goal line, scoring points and entitling 
the scoring side to a kick at goal. 3 Amer. Football an 
attempt to score an extra point in various ways 
after a touchdown. 0 try for size try out or test for 
suitability. try one’s hand see how skilful one is, 
esp. at the first attempt. try it on Bri. collog. 1 test 
another’s patience. 2 (often foll. by zezth) attempt 
to outwit, deceive, or seduce another person, try 
on put on (clothes etc.) to see if they fit or suit the 
wearer. try out I put to the test. 2 test thoroughly. 
[Middle English im sense ‘to separate, distinguish’: 
from Old French fmer ‘to sift’ 


a Usage Use of the verb fry with and (see sense | 
above) is uncommon in the past tense and in nega- 
tive contexts {except in the imperative, e.g, Don’ 
try and get the better of me) 


trying adj. annoying, vexatious; hard to endure. 

Otryingly ade. 

try-on 7». Brit. collog. 1 an act of trying it on. 2 an 
attempt to fool or deceive. 

try-out 7. an experimental test of efficiency, popu- 
larity, etc. 

tryst archaic @ n. 1 a time and place for a meeting, 
esp. of lovers. 2 such a meeting (keep a tryst; break 
one’ tryst). @ vinir, (foll. by wath) make a tryst. 
[Middle English variant of obsolete frst ‘an 
appointed station in hunting’) 0 tryster zn. 

tsar /zar/ n. (also czar, tzar) 1 Aisi. the utle of the 
former emperors of Russia. 2 a person with great 
authority. [Russian, from Latin Caesar| 0 tsardom 
n. tsarism 7. tsarist n. G ad). 

tsarevich /zar-i-vich/ n. (also ezarevich) /is/. the 
eldest son of an emperor of Russia. [Russian, liter- 
ally ‘son of a tsar’| 

tsarina /zar-ree-na/ n. (also czarima, tzarina) 
hast. the title of the former empress of Russia. [from 
German Czar] 


tsetse /tset-si/ n. any fly of the genus Glossina 
native to Africa, that feeds on human and animal 
blood. [Tswana (a Bantu language)] 


TSUNAMI 


A tsunami is a great wave of sea water, 
formed by shock waves emanating from 

an earthquake or volcanic eruption on 

the ocean floor. On open sea, the swiftly | 
moving wave normally remains less than 
0.5 m (1 ft 8 in.) high. Near the shoreline, 
however, it rises up to 60 m (200 ft) high, 
causing catastrophic coastal flooding. | 


Jast, low 
Wace 


wave gains height 
as it slow's 


giant wave 
breaks 


shoreline 


epicentre of 
earthquake 


FORMATION OF A TSUNAMI 


T-shirt n. (also tee shirt) a short-sleeved casual 
top having the form of a 'T when spread out. 

tsk int., n., G wv. (also tsk tsk) = tur (see TUT-TUT). 

tsp abbr. ( pl. tsps or same) teaspoonful. 

T-square 7. a T-shaped instrument for drawing 
or testing right angles. 

TSS abbr. toxic shock syndrome. 

tsunami /tsoo-nah-mi/ 7. (//, tsunamis) & a long 
high sea wave caused by an underwater earthquake 
or other disturbance. [ Japanese, from ésu ‘harbour’ 
+ nami ‘wave’ | 

TT abbr. 1 Tourist Trophy. 2 tuberculin-tested. 
3 a teetotal. b teetotaller. 

tub e 7. I an open flat-bottomed usu. round con- 
tainer for various purposes. 2 the amount a tub will 
hold. 3 colleg. a hath. 4 collog. a clumsy slow boat. 
e vir G intr (tabbed, tubbing) plant, bathe, 
or wash in a tub, [Middle English] 0 tubful x. 


(pl. -fuls). 

tuba 7. (pl. ite 
tubas; a P& Higa be 
alow-pitched piston 
brass wind valves. 


instrument. 

b its player. 

C BRASS, ORGHESTE A, 
{ltabian| 

tubal adj. Anat. of or 
relating to a tube, 
esp. the bronchial 
or Fallopian tubes. 

tubby ad). (tubbier. 
tubbiest) (of a per- 
son) short and _ fat. 
0 tubbiness 7. 

tube e 7. 1 a long 
hollow rigid or flexible 
cylinder, esp. for holding 
or carrying air, liquids, etc. 
2 a soft metal or plastic cylinder sealed at one end 
and having a cap at the other, for holding a semi- 
liquid substance ready for use (a tube of toothpaste). 
3 Anat. & Zool. a hollow cylindrical organ (bronchial 
tubes; Fallopian tubes). 4 Brit. collog. a (often prec. by 
the) an underground railway system, esp. the one 
in London (went by tube). b (in full tube train 
a train running on such a system. 5 aa cathode ray 
tube esp. in a television set. b (prec. by the) esp. (S 
collog. television. 6 US. a thermionic valve. 7 = Invik 
ruse. 8 Austral. slanga can of beer. @ vf: L equip with 
tubes. 2 enclose in a tube. [from Latin tubs] 

tubeless adj. \esp. in sense 7 of 7.), tubelike ad) 

tubectomy 7. (/)/. -ies) the surgical removal of a 
Fallopian tube 


prece 


fathy 


TUBA 


mouth- 


I 


tuber 


tuber 1. 1 > the short thick rounded 
part of a stem or rhizome, usu. 
found underground and covered 
with modified buds, e.g, in a 
potato. 2 the similar root of 
a dahlia etc. [Latin, literally 
‘hump, swelling’] 

tubercle 7. La small rounded 
protuberance esp. on a bone. 2 a 
small rounded inflamed swelling, 
esp. one characteristic of tubercu- 
losis in the lungs etc. [from Latin 
tuberculum “little lump] 9 tuberculate adj. tuber- 
culous adj. 

tubercle bacillus 7. a bacterium causing tubercu- 
losis. 

tubercular e adj. of or having tubercles or tuber- 
culosis. @ n. a person with tuberculosis. 


TUBERS OF 
A DAHLIA 


tuberculin ». a sterile protein extract from cultures 
of tubercle bacillus, used in the diagnosis and 
(formerly) the treatment of tuberculosis. 

tuberculin test n. a hypodermic injection of tu- 
berculin to detect infection with or immunity from 
tuberculosis. 

tuberculin-tested ad. ,of milk) from cows giving 
a negative response to a tuberculin test. 

tuberculosis 7. an infectious disease caused hy 
the bacillus \ycobactertum tuberculosis, characterized 
by tubercles, esp. in the lungs. 

tuberose! adj. 1 covered with tubers; knobby, 2 of 
or resembling a tuber. 3 bearing tubers. {from 
Latin tuberosus| 0 tuberosity n. 

tuberose® n. a plant, Polianthes tuberosa, native to 
Mexico. having heavily scented white funnel-like 
flowers and strap-shaped leaves. [from Latin 
tuberosa (fem.) ‘covered with tubers] 

tuberous ad. = rusirosi'. [from Latin duberosus| 

tuberous root 7. a thick and fleshy root like a 
tuber but without buds. 

tube train see rut x. th. 

tubifex 7, > any red annclid 
worm of the genus Tubifer, 
found in mud at the bottom of 
rivers and lakes and used as food 
for aquarium fish. [based on Latin 
tubus ‘tube’ + facere “to make’] 

tubiform adj, tube-shaped. 

tubing 7. 1 a length of tube. 
2 a quantity of tubes. 

tub-thumper 7. collog. a 
ranting preacher or orator. 

O tub-thumping ad). & n 

tubular adj. 1 tube-shaped. 2 having or consisting 
of tubes. 

tubular bells 7.6/. ¥ an orchestral instrument 
consisting of a row of vertically suspended metal 
tubes that are struck with a hammer. > orc HisrR.s. 
PLREL SSION 
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tubule 7. a small tube in a plant or an 
animal body. [from Latin fbulus ‘Tittle tube’| 
TUC abby. (in the UK) Trades Union Con- 
gress. 
tuck e ¢:/7 1 (often foll. by in) a draw, fold, 
or turn the outer or end parts of (cloth or 
clothes etc.) close together so as to be held; 

thrust in the edge of (a thing) so as to confine it 

(tucked his shirt into his trousers). b \often foll. by up) 

thrust in the edges of bedclothes around (a person) 
(came to tuck me in). 2 draw together into a small 
space (tucked her legs under her). 3 stow (a thing) away 
in a specified place or way (tucked tt m a corner). 
4 a make a stitched fold in (material, a garrnent, 
etc.). b shorten, tighten, or ornament with stitched 
folds. @ 7. 1 a flattened usu. stitched fold in mater- 
ial, a garment, esp. for shortening, tightening, or 
ornament. 2 Brit, collog. food, esp. cakes and sweets 
eaten by children (also afirib: tuck box). 3 (in full 
tuck position) (in diving, gymnastics, etc.) a posi- 
tion with the knees bent upwards into the chest and 
the hands clasped round the shins. 0 tuck in Bri. 
collog. eat food heartily. tack into (or away) colloy. 
eat (food) heartily (fucked into thetr dinner, could really 
tuck it away). [from Middle Dutch tucken| 

tucker e 7. I fisl. a piece of lace or linen etc. 
in or on a woman’s bodice. 2 Austral. collog. food. 
@ v.lr, (esp. in passive, often foll. by out) N. Amer. collog. 
lire, exhaust. 

tucker-bag 2. (also tucker-box) dusiral. & NZ 
collog. a container for food. 

tuck-in 7. Bri. collag. a large meal. 

tucking 7. a series of usu. stitched tucks in material 
or a garment. 

tuck position see 1UcK 7. 3. 

tuck shop 7. Bri. a small shop, esp. near or in 
a school, selling food to children. 

Tudor /i)/. @ adj. 1 of, characteristic of, or associate cl 
with the royal family of England ruling | 485-1603 
or this period. 2 of or relating to the architectural 

stvle of this period, esp. with 
half-tumbering, & arcu. @ #. 
a member of the Tudor 
royal farnily. [from Owen 

Tudor of Wales, grand- 
father of Henry VII] 
Tudor rose 7. » a 
figure of a rose, esp. a combin- 
ation of the red and white roses 
of Lancaster and York adopted 

as a baclge by Henry VIL. & catposs 

Tues. abby. also Tue.) Tuesday. 

Tuesday e 7. the third day of the week, 
following Monday. @ ade. collog. 1 on Tuesday. 
2 (Tuesdays) on Tuesdays; each Tuesday: 
{Old English, from Tze, Germanic god iden- 
tified with Roman Mars] 

tufa 7. 1 & a porous rock com- 
posed of calcium carbonate 
and formed round mincral 
springs. 2 = iver. [Italian] 

0 tufaceous ad). 

tuff n. rock formed by the 
consolidation of voleanic — ¢ 
ash. [from Late Latin fofus| 
Oo tuffaceous ad). 

tuffet n. 1 = 10m. 2 a low 
seat, [variant of iri] 

tuft 7. La bunch or collec- 
tion of threads, grass, feathers, hair, etc., held or 
growing together at the base. 2 nal. a bunch of 
small nerves. [Middle Enghsh] a tufty ad). 

tufted adj. having or growing in a tult or tufts. 

tufted duck 7. a small freshwater duck, -trthra 
fuligula, of the Old World, with black or brown 
plumage and a drooping crest. 


TUFA 


tug e 7/7, & (loll. by a/) intr. (tugged, tugging) pull 
hard or violently; jerk \/ugged it from my grasp. tugged 
at ny sleeve). @ n. La hard, violent, or jerky pull. 
2 a sudden strong emotional feeling | felt a tug as 


TUDOR ROSE: 
1G TH-CENTURY 
ENGLISH GARVED 


I watched them go). 3 a small powerful boat for towing 
larger boats and ships. [Middle English] o tugger n. 
tugboat 7. = ruc 2. 3. 
tug of love n. Bri. collog. a dispute over the custody 
of a child. . 
tug-of-war 7. 1 a trial of strength between two 
sides pulling against each other on a rope. 2 a de- 
cisive or severe contest. 
tuition 7. teaching or instruction, esp. if paid for. 
[from Latin “utio] o tuitional ad. 
tulip n. any bulbous spring-flowering plant of the 
genus Tulipa, esp. one of the many cultivated forms 
with showy cup-shaped flowers of various colours 
and markings. [from Persian du/band ‘turban’, from 
the shape of the flower} 
tulip tree 7. » any of 
various N. Ameri 
can trees of the 
genus Lirioden 
dron, with tulip- 
like flowers and 
lobed leaves. 
tulle /tewl/ n.a 
soft fine silk etc. net for 
veils and dresses. [from 
Tulle. a town in SW 
France] 
tum 7. Bril. collog. stomach. 
tumble e #. 1 intr. & ¢r fall or cause to fall suddenly, 
clumsily, or headlong. 2 wér fall rapidly in amount 
etc. ( prices tumbled }, 3 intr (often foll. by about, around) 
roll or toss erratically or helplessly to and fro. 4 itr 
move or rush in a headlong or blundering manner 
(the children tumbled out of the car). 5 intr. (often foll. by 
fo) collog. grasp the meaning or hidden implication 
of an idea, circumstance, etc. (they quickly tumbled 
to our intentions). 6 tr, overturn; fling or push roughly 
or carelessly. 7 intr perform acrobatic feats, esp. 
somersaults. 8 (7. dry (washing) in a tumble-dryer. 
e 7. La sudden or headlong fall. 2 a somersault or 
other acrobatic feat. 3 an untidy or confused state. 
[from Old High German tumalon| 
tumbledown ad. falling or fallen into ruin; dilapi- 
dated. s 
tumble-dryer 7. (also tumble-drier) a 
machine for drying washing in a heated 
rotating drum. 0 tumble-dry wir © 
int, (-dries, -dried . 
tumbler 7. 1 a drinking glass with no 
handle or foot, 2 an acrobat, esp. one 
performing somersaults. 3 a pivoted 
piece in a lock that holds the bolt until 
lifted by a key. 0 tumblerful x. (p/. 
-fuls). 
tumbleweed 7. .\. Amer & Austral. 
a plant of arid areas, esp. Amaranthus 
albus, forming a globular bush that 
breaks off in late summer and is tumbled about by 
the wind. 


TULIP TREE: 
FLOWER AND LEAVES 
(Lirtodendron tulipifera) 


LALBI.LM 


tumbril 7, ,also tumbrel) /is/. an open cart in 
which conclemned persons were conveyed to their 
execution, esp. to the guillotine during the French 
Revolution. [from Old French tumberel| 

tumefy « (-ies. -ied) 1 imi: swell. inflate: be 
inflated, 2 #. cause to do this. 

tumescent ad. 1 becoming tumid; swelling. 
2 swelling as a response to sexual stimulation. 
[from Laun twmescent- “swelling’| 0 tamescence n. 
tumescently ad. 

tumid adj. 1 (of parts of the body ete.) swollen. 
inflated. 2 (of a stvle ete.) inflated. bombastic. 
[from Latin nonidus] o tamidity n, tamidly ade. 

tummy 7. (//. -1es) collog. the stomach. [childish 
pronunciation of stomach] 

tummy button 7. ¢ol/og. the navel. 

tumour 7. ((’S tumor) a swelling, esp. from 
an abnormal growth of tissue. whether benign or 
malignant, [from Latin /wmor| 0 tamorous ad). 

tumult 7. 1 an uproar or din, esp. of a disorderly 
crowd. 2 an angry demonstration by a mob; a riot; 


tumultuous 


TUNDRA 


The tundra is a cold treeless plain located 
in the Arctic Circle. Worn smooth by 
huge ice sheets in past ages, the region 

, is an open landscape of 
shallow lakes, barren 
outcrops, and hillocks. 
Vegetation is sparse as 
the subsoil remains 
frozen all year with 
permafrost, and wildlife 
is largely restricted to 
small, hardy species. 
Unique ground features 
such as stone polygons 
and pingos are caused 
by freezing and thawing 
of subterranean ice. 


SLELCIION THROUGH A 
TUNDRA EANDSENPE 


a public disturbance. 3 a conflict of emotions in 
the mind. [from Latin fumullus} 

tumultuous adj. 1 noisily vehement; uproarious; 
making a tumult (a tumultuous welcome). 2 disorderly. 
3 agitated. 0 tumultuously ad. tumultuous- 
ness 1. 

tumulus ». (//. tumuli) an ancient burial mound 
or barrow, [Latin] 

tun 7. 1 a large beer or wine cask. 2 a brewer's 
fermenting-vat. [from medieval Latin anna] 

tuna 7. (//. same or tunas; I any marine fish of the 
family Scombridae native to tropical and warm 
waters, having a round body and pointed snout. 
and used for food. > sxirick. 2 (in full tuna fish 
the flesh ef the tuna, [from Spanish a/un ‘tunny’ | 

tundra 7. A a vast level treeless Arctic region usu. 
with a marshy surface and underlying permiatrost. 
[Lappish] 

tune e 7. a melody with or without harmony. 
e ui T put (a musical instrument: in tune. 
2 tr (often foll. by mm: also absol.) adjust (a radio 
receiver etc.) to the particular frequency of the 
required signals (he tuned the radio, she tuned in to Rado 
2). 3 adjust (an engine ete.) to run smoothly and 
efficiently, 4 (foll. by 40) adjust or adapt to a required 
or clifferent purpose. situation, etc. GO im tune 
1 having the correct pitch or intonation (sigs in 
tune). 2 (usu. foll. by wth) harmonizing with one’s 
company, surroundings, etc. out of tune 1 not 
having the correct pitch or mtonation (akeays play 
out of tune). 2 (usu. foll. by wth) clashing with one’s 
company etc. to the tune of collog. to the consider- 
able sum or amount of. tune up 1 (of a musician 
bring one’s instrument to the proper or uniform 
pitch. 2 bring to the most efficient condition. 
[Middle English] o tunable ad). (also tuneable) 

tuneful ad). melodious, musical. o tunefully ad: 
tunefulness / 


tuneless ad. 1 unmelodious, unmusical. 2 out of 


tune. O tunelessly adz. tunelessness 7. 

tuner ». 1 a person who tunes musical instruments, 
esp. pianos. 2 a device for tuning a radio receiver. 

tunesmith 2. collog. a composer of popular music 
ar songs. 

tungsten 7. Ghem. a steel-grey dense metallic 
element with a very high melting point, occurring 


naturally in scheelite and used for the filaments of 


electric lamps and for alloying steel ete. [Swedish, 
from fung ‘heavy’ + sfen “stone’| 0 tungstate n. 
tungsten carbide x. a very hard black substanc: 
used in making cies and cutting tools. 
tunic 7. 1 a close-fitting short coat of police or mili- 
tarv ete. unilorm. 2 a loose often sleeveless garment 
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involution 
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(eryolur- 
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crack formed as 
sediments freeze 
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usu. reaching to about the knees, as worn in 
ancient Greece and Rome. > toca. 3 a gymslip. 
4 any of various similar loose often mid-thigh 
length garments, usu. worn over a skirt, blouse, or 
trousers. [from Latin tunica] 

tunicate 7. any marine animal of the subphylum 
Urochordata, having a rubbery or hard 
outer coat, and including sea squirts. 

tuning 7. the process or a system of putting 
a musical instrument in tune. 

tuning fork 7. » a two-pronged 
steel fork that gives a par- 
ticular note when struck, 
used in tuning. 

tunnel e 7. 1 an artifi- 
cial underground passage 
through a hill or under a 
road or river etc., esp. for 
a railway or road to pass 
through, or in a 
2 an underground passage dug by a burrowing 
animal. @ v. (tunnelled, tunnelling; L/S tun- 
neled. tunneling) 1 ifr. ifoll. by through, into, etc, 
make a tunnel through ja hill etc.). 2 # make \one’s 
way) by tunnelling, [from Old French fone/ ‘little 
cask '| 0 tunneller n. 

tunnel vision 7. 1 vision that is defective in not 
adequately including objects away from the centre 


prong — 


TUNING FORK 


mine. 


TURBOCHARGER 
A turbocharger 1s a form of supercharger 
a device that increases an engine’s 
power and cfliciency by forced 

| induction of compressed air 
and fuel (the charge) into the 
cylinders, providing a greater 

| explosion on the powe) 
stroke. The compressor, 
powered by an exhaust- 
driven turbine, impels 
pressurized air into the 
cylinders, while a fuel 
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turbofan 


of the field of view. 2 collog. a concentration 
focused on a limited or single objective, perception. 
etc. b inability to be diverted or swayed from this. 

tunny 7. (p/. same or -ies) esp. Bri. = Tuna. [from 
Greek thunnos] 

tup esp. Bri. en. 1a male sheep; a ram. 2 the striking- 
head of a piledriver, etc. @ u./r (tupped, tupping) 
(of a ram) copulate with (a ewe). [Middle English] 

tuppence 7. Brit. = rworencr.. 

tuppenny ad. Brit. = tworenny. 

Tupperware 2. propr. a range of plastic containers 
for storing food. [from Tupper, name of the US 
manufacturer] 

tuque /rhymes with spook/ n. a Canadian stocking 
cap. [Canadian French form 
of roaue] 

turban 7. 1 a 
man’s headdress 
of cotton or silk 
wound round a 
cap or the head, 
worn esp. by Mus- 
lms and_ Sikhs. 
2 » a woman’s head- 
dress or hat resembling this. 
[from Persian dulband| 
0 turbaned ad). 

turbid aaj. 1 (of a 
liquid or colour) 
muddy, thick; not 
clear. 2 (of a style 
etc.) confused, dis- 
ordered. [based on 
Latin turba ‘a crowd, a disturbance’) 0 turbidity 7. 


TURBAN: CEREMONIAL 
WEST AFRICAN TURBAN 


which means (of language) ‘inflated, pompous’, 
or (of objects) ‘swollen, distended’. The confusion 
arises because, as well as sounding similar, both 
words are used (in different senses) of rivers etc. on 
the one hand, and of literary style on the other. 


turbine 7. a rotary motor or engine driven by 
a flow of water, steam, gas, wind, etc., esp. to 
produce electrical power. & HYDROELEC ERIC, JET ENGINE, 
NUCLEAR POWER, STEAM EURBINE. [from Latin turbo -binis 
‘spinning top, whirlwind] 

turbo 7. (pl. -os) 1 = iurpocnarcrr. 2 a motor ve- 
hicle equipped with this 

turbocharger 7. ¥ a supercharger driven by a 
turbine powered by the engine’s exhaust gases. 
a turbocharge @./:: (esp. as turbocharged ad).). 

turbofan 7. Aeron. 1 a jet engine in which a turbine- 
driven fan provides additional thrust. > jet encine. 
2 an aircraft powered by this. 


air and fuel 
vapour fed to 
_— fuel injector 


inlet 
pasvage 


distributor 


- ENAIME 


turbojet 


turbojet 7. Aeron. 1 a jet engine in which the jet also 
operates a turbine-driven compressor for the air 
drawn into the engine. > jev encine. 2 an aircraft 
powered by this. 

turboprop 2. Aeron. 1 a jet engine in which a 
turbine is used as in a turbojet and also to drive a 
propeller. > jer encine. 2 an aircraft powered by this. 

turboshaft n. a gas turbine that powers a shaft for 
driving heavy vehicles, generators, pumps, etc. 

turbot 2. (f/. same or turbots) 1 yw a flatfish, 
Scophthalmus maximus, prized as food. 2 any of various 
similar fishes includ- 
ing halibut. {from 
Old Swedish 
tirnbul) 


TURBOT 
Scoplthiabiins mamuirs 


turbulence n. 1 an irregularly fluctuating flow of 
air or fluid. 2 Afeteorol. stormy conditions as a result 
of atmospheric disturbance. 3 a disturbance, com- 
motion, or tumult. 

turbulent adj. 1 disturbed; in commotion. 2 (of 
a flow of air etc.) varying irregularly; causing 
disturbance. 3 tumultuous, 4 insubordinate. riot- 
ous. [from Latin /urbulentus| 0 tarbulently adi. 

turd 7. coarse slang 1 a lump of excrement. 2 a term 
of contempt for a person. [Old English] 

tureen 7. a deep covered dish for serving soup etc. 
[from French ¢errine ‘earthenware dish’] 

turf e ». (#/. curfs or turves) 1 a a layer of grass 
etc. with earth and matted roots as the surface of 
grassland. b a piece of this cut from the ground. 2a 
slab of peat for fuel. 3 (prec. by the: a horse racing 
generally. b a general term for racecourses. @ u./7. 
1 cover (ground) with turf. 2 cfoll. by ou/) esp. Brit. 
callog. expel or eject (a person or thing). [Old Enghsh| 

turf accountant 7. 5r/. a bookmaker. 

turfman 7. (//. -men) esp. lS a devotee of horse 
racing, 

turfy «dj. \turfier. turfiest) like turf: grassy. 

turgescent ad). becoming turgid; swelling. o turges- 
cence 1. 

turgid adj. 1 (of language) pompous, bombastic (the 
film was spoilt by a turgid script). 2 swollen, distended, 
puffed out (sat by the trad Thames). [based on Latin 
turgere “to swell] 0 turgidity x. turgidly ad:. turgid- 
ness 7. 


a Usage Sec Usage Note at 11 kin. 


turion 7. Bol. 1a young shoot or sucker arising from 
an underground bud. 2 a bud formed by certain 
aquatic plants. [from Latin furto -onz ‘shoot’ 
Turk 7, 1 aa native or national of Turkey in SE 
Europe and Asia Minor. b a person of Turkish 
descent. 2 a member of a central Asian people 
from whom the Ottomans cerived, speaking Turkic 
languages. 3 offens. a ferocious, wild, or unmanage- 
able person. [Middle English] 

turkey 7. (/. -eys) 1 a large mainly domesticated 
game bird. \eleagris gallopavo, originally of N. 
America, having a bald head and (in the male) red 
wattles. prized as food esp. on festive occasions 
inclucting Christmas and tin the US: Thanksgiving. 
tf wait, 2 the flesh of the turkey as food. 3 esp. 
Amo. slang aa theatrical failure: a flop. b a stupid 
or inept person. o talk turkey NN. Amer collog. talk 
frankly and straightforwardly: get down te busi- 
ness, [short for furkeicock or turkeyhen, originally 
applied to guinea fowl imported through Turkey| 

Turkey carpet 7. = Ti kKIsii¢ \RI I 


turkeycock 1. 1 a male turkey. 2 a pompous or self- 
important person. 

Turkic e adj. of or relating to a large group of 
Altaic languages including Turkish, Azerbaijani, 
and Kyrgyz, or the peoples speaking them. @ 7. the 
Turkic languages collectively. 

Turkish e adj. of or relating to Turkey in SE 
Europe and Asia Minor, or to the Turks or their 
language. e n. this language. 

Turkish bath 7. 1 a hot-air or steam bath followed 
by washing, massage, etc. 2 (in sing. or pl.) a buuld- 
ing for this. 

Turkish carpet 7. a wool carpet with a thick pile 
and traditional bold design. 

Turkish coffee 7. a strong black coffee. 

Turkish delight 7. a sweet of flavoured gelatin 
cubes coated in powdered sugar. 

Turkish towel 7. a towel made of cotton terry. 

turmeric 7, 1 » a tropical Asian 
plant, Curcuma longa, of the gin- 
ger family, yielding aromatic 
rhizomes used as a spice and 
for yellow dye. 2 this rhizome 
powdered and used as a spice 
esp. in curry powder. > srice 

turmoil 7, 1 violent confu- 
sion; agitation. 2 din and 
bustle. [1 6th-century coinage] 

turn e 7. 1 tf, © intr move 
around a point or axis so that 
the point or axis remains in a central position; give 
a rotary motion to or receive a rotary motion (turned 
the wheel; the wheel turns; the key turns in the lock). 2 tr. @ 
intr. change in position so that a different side, end, 
or part becomes outermost or uppermost etc.; 
invert or reverse or cause to be inverted or reversed 
(turned inside out, turned tt upside down). 3 a tr. give a 
new direction to (turn your face this way). b intr, take 
a new direction {turn left here, my thoughts have often 
turned lo you). 4 tr. aim in a certain way (turned the hose 
on them). 5 intr. G& tr (foll. by into) change in nature, 
form, or condition to (turned into a dragon. turned the 
book into a play). 6 itr. (foll. by to) a apply oneself to; 
set about (turned to doing the ironing). b have recourse 
to; begin to indulge in habitually (turned to drink; 
turned to me for help). © go on to consider next (let 
us now turn to your report). 7 intr. S tr. become or cause 
to become (furned hostile. has turned informer, your 
comment turned lhem angry). 8 a t. & intr. (toll. by 
against) make or become hostile to (has turned them 
against us). b intr (foll. by on, upon) become hostile 
to; attack (suddenly turned on them). 9 intr. (of hair or 
leaves) change colour. 10 ir (of milk) become 
sour. 11 intr (of the stomach) be nauseated. 12 tr 
twist or sprain (an ankle). 13 inf, (of the head) 
become giddy. 14 # cause ymilk) to become sour, 
ithe stomach) to be nauseated, or (the head) to 
become giddy. 15 ¢ translate (fun it into French). 
16 f move to the other side of; go round (lurned the 
corner\, 17 tr, pass the age or time of (he has turned 40; 
it has now’ turned 4 o'clock). 18 intr. (foll. by on) depend 
on: be determined by (if all turns on the weather tomor 
0), 19 fr send or put into a specified place or 
condition: cause to go {zeas turned loose, turned the 
water out into a basin). 20 t& perform (a somersault 
ete.) with rotary motion. 21 7, make (a profit), 22 # 
shape (an object) on a lathe. 23 imix (of the tide) 
change from [lood to ebb or vice versa. @ n. 1 the 
act or process or an instance of turning; rotary 
motion (a single turn of the handle,. 2 aa changed or a 
change of direction or tendency (/ook a sudden turn to 
the lefl). ba deflecuion or deflected part \ full of keists 
and turns). 3 a point at which a turning or change 
occurs. 4a turning of a road. 5a change of the ude 
from flood to ebb or vice versa. 6 a change in the 


TURMERIC ROOT 
(Curcuma longa) 


course of events. 7 a tendency or disposition (is of 


a mechanical turn of mind). 8 an opportunity or obli- 
gation etc. that comes successively to cach of several 
persons ete. «your turn well come, my turn to read). 
9 a short walk or ride (shall take @ turn in the garden), 
10 a short performance on stage or in a circus ete. 


turnaround 


11 service of a specified kind (did me a good turn). 
12 purpose (served my turn). 13 collog. a momentary 
nervous shock or ill feeling (gave me quite a turn). 
14 Mus. an ornament consisting of the principal 
note with those above and bélow it. 0 at every 
turn continually; at each new stage etc. by turns 
in rotation of individuals or groups. in turn in 
succession; one by one. in one’s turn when one’s 
turn or opportunity comes. not know which way 
(or where) to turn be completely at a loss, unsure 
how to act, etc. not turn a hair see Hair. on the 
turn 1 changing, 2 (of milk) becoming sour. 3 at 
the turning point. out of turn I at a ume when 
it is not one’s turn. 2 inappropriately; inadvisedly 
or tactlessly. take turns (or take it in turns) act 
or work alternately or in succession. to a turn (esp. 
cooked) to exactly the right degree etc. turn about 
move so as to face in a new direction. turn and 
turn about esp. Avi. alternately. turn around 
esp. NV. Amer. = turn round, turn away | turn to face 
in another direction. 2 refuse to accept; reject. 
3 send away. turn back 1 begin or cause to retrace 
one’s steps. 2 fold back. turn one’s back on see 
BAGk. turn the corner I pass round it into another 
street. 2 pass the critical point in an illness, diffi- 
culty, etc. turn a deaf ear see pear. turn down 
1 reject (a proposal, application, etc.). 2 reduce the 
volume or strength of (sound, heat, etc.) by turning 
a knob etc. 3 fold down. 4 place downwards. turn 
one’s hand to see HAN». turn a person’s head 
see HEAD. turn in 1 hand in or return, 2 achieve 
or register (a performance, score, etc.). 3 collog. go 
to bed in the evening. 4 fold inwards. 5 incline 
inwards. 6 hand over (a suspect etc.) to the author- 
ities. 7 collog. abandon (a plan etc.). turn off 
1 a stop the flow or operation of (water etc.) by 
means of a tap etc. b operate (a tap etc.) to achieve 
this. 2 a enter a side road. b (of a side road) lead 
off from another road. 3 collog. repel; cause to 
lose interest. 4 dismiss from employment. turn of 
speed the ability to go fast when necessary. turn 
on 1 astart the flow br operation of (water etc.) by 
means of a tap etc. b operate {a tap etc.) to achieve 
this. 2 collog. excite; stimulate the interest of, esp. 
sexually. 3 i; G int& slang intoxicate or become 
intoxicated with drugs. turn on one’s heel see 
ev! turn the other cheek see curex. turn out 
1 expel. 2 extinguish (an electric light etc.). 3 dress 
or equip (ell turned out). 4 produce (manufactured 
goods ete.). 5 Bri’. empty or clean out (a room etc.). 
6 cmpty (a pocket) to see the contents. 7 collog. a get 
out of bed. b go out of doors. 8 collog. attend 
a meeting etc. 9 (often foll. by éo + infin. or that + 
clause) prove to be the case; result (turned out to be 
true). 10 Afi/. call (a guard) from the guardroom. 
turn over I reverse or cause to reverse vertical 
position; bring the under or reverse side into view 
(turn over the page). 2 upset; fall or cause to fall over. 
3 a cause (an engine) to run. b (of an engine) start 
running. 4 consider thoroughly. 5 (foll. by to) 
a transfer the care or conduct of (a person or thing} 
to (a person). b = furn in 6. 6 do business to the 
amount of (lurns over £5,000 a week). turn over a 
new leaf improve one’s conduct or performance. 
turn round I turn so as to face in a new direction. 
2 a Commerce unload and reload (a ship, vehicle, 
etc.). b receive, process, and send out again. 
3 adopt new opinions or policy. turn the scales 
see scalr®. turn the tables see rasix. turn tail 
turn one’s back; run away. turn the tide reverse 
the trend of events. turn to set about one’s work. 
turn to account see «count. turn turtle see 
rurite, turn up I increase the volume or strength 
of by turning a knob etc. 2 discover or reveal. 3 be 
found, esp. by chance. 4 happen or present itself. 
5 shorten (a garment) by increasing the size of the 
hem. turn up one’s nose see nor. [from Greek 
tornos ‘lathe, circular movement | 
turnabout 7. 1 an act of turning about. 2 an 
abrupt change of policy ete. 
turnaround 1. | a the process of receiving, pro- 
cessing, and sending out again; progress through 


TURQUOISE: 
PERSIAN 
ORNAMENT 


turncoat 


a system; the time taken for this. b the process 
of unloading and reloading a ship, vehicle, etc; the 


or tank. > warsuip. 3 a rotating holder for tools in a 
lathe etc. [from Old French (o(u)rete] 0 turreted adj. 


time taken for this. 2 an abrupt or unexpected turret lathe 7. = capstan LATHE. 


change of fortune, attitude, etc. 

turncoat 7. a person who changes sides in a con- 
flict, dispute, etc. 

turndown e 7. 1 a rejection or refusal. 2 a down- 
turn, @ attrib.adj. (of a collar) turned down. 

turner 7. 1 a person or thing that turns. 2 a person 
who works with a lathe. [Middle English] 

turnery 7. 1 objects made on a lathe. 2 work with 
a lathe. 

turning 7. 1 aa road that branches off another. 
b a place where this occurs. 2 a use of the lathe. 
b (in pl.) chips or shavings from a lathe. 

turning circle 7. the smallest circle in which a 
vehicle can turn without reversing. 

turning point 7. a point at which a decisive change 
occurs. 

turnip 7. 1 a cruciferous plant, Brassica rapa, with 
a large white globular root and sprouting leaves. 
2 the root of such a plant used as a vegetable. 
[based on Latin napus ‘turnip’| 0 turnipy ad). 

turnip-tops 7.~/. (US also turnip greens) the 
leaves of the turnip eaten as a vegetable. 

turnkey e 7. (//. -eys) archaic a jailer. @ adj. (of a 
contract etc.) providing for a supply of equipment 
in a state ready for operation. 

turn-off x. 1 a turning off a main road. 2 collog. , 
something that repels or causes a loss of interest. 

turn-on 2. collog. a person or thing that causes (esp. 
sexual) arousal, 

turnout 7. 1 the number of people attending a 
meeting, voting at an election, etc, 2 the quantity 
of goods produced in a given time. 3 a set or 
display of equipment, clothes, etc. 

turnover 7. 1 the act or an instance of turning 
over. 2 the amount of money taken in a business. 
3 the number of people entering and leaving 
employment etc, 4 a small pie or tart made by fold- 
ing a piece of pastry over a filling, 

turnpike 7. 1 /vs/. a defensive frame of spikes. 2 hist. 
aa toll gate. b a road on which a toll was collected 
at a toll gate. 3 US a motorway on which a toll is 
charged. 

turnround 7. = 1 URN\KOUND. 

turnstile 7. a gate with revolying arms allowing 
people through singly. 

turntable 7. 1 a circular revolving plate supporting 


a gramophone record that is being played. 2 a | 


circular revolving platform for turning esp. a rail- 
way locomotive. 

turn-up 7. 1 Bri. the lower turned-up end of a 
trouser leg. 2 (esp. in phr. turn-up for the books) 
Brit. collog. an unexpected (esp. welcome) happen- 
ing; a surprise. 

turpentine e 7. 1 (in full crude turpentine or 
gum turpentine) a sticky fragrant resin secreted 
by esp. pines. 2 (in full oil of turpentine) a 
volatile pungent oil distilled from gum turpentine 
or pinewood, and used in mixing paints etc., and 
in medicine. @ v.iz apply turpentine to. {from Latin 

tere) binthina (resina) ‘terebinth (resin)’| 
turpitude 7. formal baseness, depravity, 
wickedness. [from Latin turpitudo] 
< turps 2. collog. oil of turpentine. 

turquoise @ 7. 1 < a semi-precious 
stone, usu. opaque and of a greenish- 

blue or sky-blue colour, consisting 
of hydrated copper aluminium 
phosphate. > crm, minraL. 2 a 
greenish-blue colour. @ adj. of 
this colour. [from Old French 
turqueise “Turkish (stone)’| 
turret 7. 1 a small tower, esp. 
decorating a building. > casrie. 
2 a low flat usu. revolving ar- 
moured tower for a gun and 
gunners in a ship, aircraft, fort, 


! 


turtle 7. 1 y any of various marine or freshwater 
reptiles of the order Chelonia, encased in a shell of 
bony plates, and having flippers or webbed toes. 
> cHeLonian. 2 the flesh of the turtle, esp. used for 
soup. 3 Computing a directional cursor in a com- 
puter graphics system which can be imstructed 
to move around a screen. 0 turn turtle capsize; 
turn upside down, 


carapace 


\ bony plate 
” (scule) 


< beak : 
— flipper 
TURTLE: 

HAW KSBILL TURTLE 
(Evetmochelys imbricata) 


turtle-dove n. any wild dove of the genus 
Streplopelia, noted for its soft cooing and its affection 
for its mate. [based on Latin turtur] 

turtleneck 7. 1 Bri. a high close-fitting neck on 
a knitted garment. 2 U/S = roto Neck. 

turtle shell e n. = rorioisisHei 7. |. @ adj. (turtle- 
shell) = rorTorsesHeti, ad). 

turves p/. of Ture. 

Tuscan ,@ 7. an inhabitant of Tuscany in central 
Italy. @ ad. 1 of or relating to Tuscany or the 
Tuscans. 2 Archil. denoting the least ornamented of 
the classical orders. > couumn 

tush! inl. archaic expressing strong disapproval or 
scorn. [Middle English] 

tush? n. esp. NV. Amer. slang the buttocks. 

tusk 7. ¥ a long pointed tooth, esp. protruding from 
a closed mouth, as in the elephant, walrus, etc. 
> niepnanr, watrus. [Old English] o tusked ad). 
(also in comb.). tusky adj. 


point of entry 
into skull 


TUSK 0) 


\N ELEPHAN! 


tusker nr. an elephant or wild boar with well- 
developed tusks. 

tussah US var. of Tussore. 

tusser var. of 1UssoRE 

tussle e 7. a struggle or scuffle. @ winir. engage in 
a tussle. [originally Scots & northern English] 

tussock 7. a clump of grass etc. []6th-century 
coinage] c tussocky adj. 

tussock grass n. a grass which grows in tussocks, 
esp. of the genus Poa, Nassella, or Deschampsia. 

tussore 7. (also tusser, LS tussah) 1 an Indian o1 
Chinese silkworm, Anfheraea mylitia, yielding strong 
but coarse brown silk. 2 (in full tussore-silk) silk 
from this. {from Sanskrit fasara ‘shuttle’| 

tut var. of vurtur. 

tutee 7. a student or pupil of a tutor. 

tutelage ». 1 guardianship. 2 the state or duration 
of being under this. 3 tuition. [based on Latin tutela 
‘keeping | 

tutelary adj. (also tutelar) 1 a serving as guardian. 
b relating to a guardian. 2 giving protection (/utelary 
saint). [from Latin tutelarius} 


twelfth man 


tutor e 7. 1 a private teacher, esp one in general 
charge of a person’s education. 2 Brit. a university 
teacher supervising the studies or welfare of 
assigned undergraduates. 3 Brit. a book of instruc- 
tion in a subject. @ v. 1 & act as a tutor to. 2 int 
work as a tutor. 3 / restrain, discipline. 4 mtr US 
receive tuition. [Latin] 0 tutorage 7. tutorship pn. 

tutorial e ad). of or relating to a tutor or tuition. 
e 7. 1a period of undergraduate tuition given to 
an individual or a small group. 2 an explanation of 
a subject, printed or on-screen, intended for private 
study, 0 tutorially adv. 

Tutsi /tuut-si/ 7. (pl. same or Tutsis) a member 
of a Bantu-speaking people forming a mimority of 
the population of Rwanda. [Bantu] 

tutti /tuut-i/ Mus. e@ adz. with all voices or instru- 
ments together. @ 7. (pl. tuttis) a passage to be 
performed in this way. [Italian] 

tutti-frutti /too-ti-froo-t/ x. (p/. -fruttis) a con- 
fection, esp. ice cream, of or flavoured with mixed 
fruits. [Italian, literally “all fruits’| 

tut-tut (also tut, tsk, tsk tsk) @ if. expressing re- 
buke, impatience, or contempt. @ 7. such an ex- 
clamation. @ wir. (-tutted, -tutting) exclaim this. 

tutu 7. a ballet dancer’s short skirt of stiffened 
projecting frills. [French] 

tu-whit tu-whoo 7. a representation of the cry 
of an owl. 

tux 7. .\. Amer. collog. = Tuxrno. 

tuxedo /tuk-see-doh/ n. (pl. -os or -oes) NV. Amer. 
1 a dinner jacket. 2 a suit of clothes including this. 
[after a country club at Tuxedo Park, New York| 

TV abbr. television (the system or a set). 

TVEI «bdr. Technical and Vocational Educational 
Initiative. 

TVP abbr. propr. textured vegetable protein, obtained 
from soya beans and made to resemble meat. 

twaddle /twod-él/ 7. useless, senseless, or dull 
writing or talk. [alteration of tarr.e] O twaddler n. 

twain ad. © n. archaic two (usu. in fvaim). [Old 
English] 

twang e 7. 1 a strong ringing sound made by a 
plucked string or a released bowstring. 2 the nasal 
quality of a voice compared to this. @ wit. & tr. 
emit or cause to emit this sound. o twangy ad). 

*twas archaic it was. 

twat n. coarse slang 1 the female genitals. 2 a term 
of contempt for a person. [17th-century coinage | 

tweak e vi, L pinch and twist sharply; pull with 
a sharp jerk; twitch. 2 make fine adjustments to 
(a mechanism). @ z. an instance of tweaking. 

twee adj. (tweer, tweest) Bri/. usu. derog. affectedly 
dainty or quaint. (childish pronunciation of swrt.1] 
O tweely ad. tweeness n. 

tweed 7. 1 a rough-surfaced woollen cloth, usu. of 
mixed flecked colours. 2 (in pi.) clothes made of 
tweed. [originally a misreading of fwee/, Scots form 
of twit] 

tweedy «dj. (tweedier, tweediest) 1 of or relating 
to tweed cloth. 2 characteristic of country gentry; 
heartily informal. 0 tweedily adi. tweediness n. 

tweet (also tweet tweet) e 7. the chirp of a small 
bird. @ uimtr. make a chirping noise. 

tweeter 7. a loudspeaker designed to reproduce 
high frequencies (cf. woornk). > LOUDSPEAKER 


TWEEZERS 


tweezers 
npl. m a 
small pair of 
pincers for taking 
up small objects, plucking 
out hairs, etc. [extended form from obsolete heeez 
‘a case lor small instruments | 

twelfth e@ 7. 1 the position in a sequence corres- 
ponding to the number 12 m the sequence 1-12. 
2 something occupying this position. 3 each of 
twelve equal parts of a thing, @ adj. that is the 
twelfth. [Old English] 0 twelfthly ad: 

Twelfth Day x. 6 Jan., the festival of the Epiphany, 

twelfth man . a reserve member of a cricket team 


Twelfth Night 


Twelfth Night 7. 1 the evening of 5 Jan., the eve 
of the Epiphany. 2 = Twetrr Day. 

twelve e 7. 1 one more than eleven; the product of 
two units and six units. 2 a symbol for this (12, xii, 
XII). 3 a size etc. denoted by twelve. 4 twelve 
o'clock. 5 (the Twelve) the Apostles. 6 (12) Brit. (of 
films) classified as suitable for persons of 12 years 
and over. @ ad. that amount to twelve. [Old English] 

twelvefold ad. S adv. 1 twelve times as much or 
as many. 2 consisting of twelve parts. 

twelvemonth 2. archaic a year; a period of twelve 
months. 

twelve-note adj. (also twelve-tone) \fus. using the 
twelve chromatic notes of the octave on an equal 
basis without dependence on a key system. 

twenty e 7. (p/. -ies) 1 the product of two and ten. 
2 a symbol for this (20, xx, XX). 3 (in pi.) the 
numbers from 20 to 29, esp. the years of a century 
or of a person’s life. @ adj. that amount to twenty. 
{Old English] 0 twentieth adj. G n. twentyfold 
adj. & ado. 

twenty-twenty adj. (also 20/20) 1 denoting vision 
of normal acuity. 2 collog. denoting clear percep- 
tion or hindsight. 

twerp 2. (also twirp) s/ang a stupid or objectionable 
person. [19th-century coinage] 

twice ade. 1 two times (esp. of multiplication): on 
two occasions. 2 in double degree or quantity (/zeze 
as good). [Old English] 

twiddle e ». 1 / G (foll. by with etc.) intr. twirl, play 
idky. 2 mz move twirlingly. @ 7. Lan act of twid- 
dling, 2 a twirled mark or sign. 0 twiddle one’s 
thumbs 1 make them rotate round cach other. 
2 have nothing to do. 0 twiddler 1. twiddly ad). 

twig! 7. a small branch or shoot of a tree or shrub. 
[Old English] o twigged ad. ‘also in comb), 
twiggy adj. 

twig? uf. (twigged, twigging: Bril. collog. talso 
absol.) understand; perceive. |] 8th-century coimage| 

twilight 7. 1 the soft glowing light from the sky 
when the Sun is below the horizon, esp. in the 
evening, 2 the perioc! of this. 3 a faint light. 4 a 
period of decline or destruction. [Middle English] 

twilight zone 7. tan urban avea that is becoming 
dilapidated. 2 any physical or conceptual area 
which ts undefined or intermediate. 

twilit adj. (also twilighted: dimly illuminated by 
or as by twilight. 

twill e 2. a fabric so woven as to have a surlace 
of diagonal parallel ridges. @ v./r (esp. as twilled 
adj.) weave (fabric) in this way. [Middle English| 
oO twailled adj. 

twin e 7, 1 cach of a closely related or associated 
pair, esp. of children or animals born at the same 
birth. 2 the exact counterpart of a person or thing. 
3 the Twins: the zodiacal sign or constellation 
Gemini, @ ad, forming, or being one of, such a pair 
twin brothers). @ v. (twinned, twinning: 1 i & mtr. 
a jom intimately together. b (foll. by wth) pair. 
2 mtr bear twins. 3 win & I. Brit. link or cause (a 
town) to link with one ina different country, for the 
purposes of cultural exchange. |Old English reinn 
‘double’| 0 twinning ». 

twin bed ». cach of a pair of single beds. o twin- 
bedded ai. 

twin-cam alinh.adj. (esp. of an engine) having two 
camshatlis. 

twine e ». 1 a strong thread or string of twisted 
strands of hemp or cotton ete, 2 a coil or twist. 
3 a tangle; an interlacing, @ v. 1 ¢, form a string or 
thread ete.) by twisting strands together. 2 fr form 
(a garland etc.) of interwoven material. 3 inéz (often 
foll. by round, about, around) coil or wind. 4 intr, & ref! 
(of a plant) grow in this way. [Old English fein 
‘linen’] O twiner ». 

twin-engined a7. having two engines. 

twinge @ 7. a sharp momentary local pam or pang. 
enn, & fr (twingeing or twinging) experience 
or cause to experience a twinge. [Old English aeen- 
gan “to pinch, wring’ ] 


twinkle e v1 inér (of a star or light etc.) shine with 
rapidly intermittent gleams. 2 ini. (of the eyes) 
sparkle, 3 ini (of the feet in dancing) move lightly 
and rapidly. 4 @ emit (a light or signal) m quick 
gleams. en. 1 a a sparkle or gleam of the eyes. 
b a blink or wink. 2 a slight flash of light. 3 a short 
rapid movement. O in a twinkle (or a twinkling 
or the twinkling of an eye) in an instant. [Old 
English] o twinkler 7. twinkly ad). 

twin-screw al(rib.adj. (of a ship) having two pro- 
pellers on separate shafts with opposite twists. 

twinset 7. esp. Bri. a woman’s matching cardigan 
and jumper. 

twin-tub x. a type of washing machine having two 
top-loading drums, one for washing and the other 
for spin-drying, 

twirl e vi, & imix. spin or swing or twist quickly and 
lightly round. e@ x. 1 a twirling motion. 2 a form 
made by twirling, esp. a flourish made with a pen. 
{!6th-century coimage| O twirler n. twirly ad). 

twirp var. of twee. 

twist @ v. 1 af change the form of by rotating one 
end and not the other or the two ends in opposite 
direcuons. b ini undergo such a change. ¢ @ 
wrench with a twisting action (/zezsted my ankle). 
2 tr. a wind (strands etc.) about each other. b form 
(a rope ete.) by winding the strands. ¢ (foll. by zw, 
in wth) interweave. d form by interweaving or twin- 
ing. 3 a / give a spiral form to (a rod, cord, etc.) 
as by rotating the ends in opposite directions. b ir. 
take a spiral form. 4 @ (foll. by off) break off or 
separate by twisting. 5 Ux distort or misrepresent the 
meaning of (words). 6 a intr, take a curved course. 
b ¢ make (one’s way) in a winding manner. 
7 tr. Brit. slang cheat. 8 fr, (as twisted adj.) (of 
a person or mind) emotionally unbalanced. 9 ir: 
dance the twist. @ 7. 1 the act or an mstance of 
twisting, 2 aa twisted state. b the manner or degree 
in which a thing is twisted. 3 a thing formed by or 
as by twisung, esp. a thread or rope etc, 4 the point 
at which a thing twists or bends. 5 usu. derog. a pecu- 
har tendency of mind or character etc. 6 an un- 
expected development, esp. in a story ete. 7 a fine 
strong suk thread used by tailors etc. 8 a roll of 
bread ete., in the form of a twist. 9 Brit. a paper 
packet with screwed-up ends. 10 a curled piece of 
lemon etc. peel to flavour a drink. 11 (prec. by the) 
a popular 1960s dance with a twisting movement of 
the body. 0 round the twist Bri. collog. crazy. 
twist a person’s arm -o/log. apply coercion, esp. 
by moral pressure. [Old English] 0 twisty ad). 

twister n. 1 Brit. collog. a swindler. 2 a twisting 
ball in cricket, billiards, etc. 3.V. Amer a tornado or 
waterspout, 

twit! n. esp. Brit. collog. a silly or foolish person. [ori- 
ginally dialect] 0 twittish ad). 

twit? vi, (twitted, twitting) reproach or taunt, 
usu. good-humouredly. [Old English etettan ‘to 
reproach wit | 

twitch e ¢. 1 init, (of the features etc.) move or 
contract spasmodically. 2 /, give a short sharp pull 
at. @ n. 1 aa sudden involuntary contraction or 
movement. b a pang; a twinge. 2 a sudden pull or 
jerk. [Middle English] a twitchy adj. (twitchier, 
twitchiest), 

twitcher 7, 1 Brit. slang a birdwatcher who tries 
to get sightings of rare birds. 2 a person or thing 
that twitches. 

twitter @ 7. 1 infra (ol a bird) emit a succession of 
light tremulous sounds. b talk rapidly in an idle 
or trivial way. 2 f utter or express in this way. 
e 7. 1 the act or an instance of twittering, 2 collog. 
a tremulously excited state. [Middle English, imita- 
tive] O twitterer 7. twittery ad). 

twat prep. archaic = w.iwiss. [contraction] 

twizzle collog. or dial. @ vt G intr. twist, turn. 
@ 7. a twist or turn. 

two e 2. L one more than one. 2 a symbol for this 
(2,1, IT). 3a size etc. denoted by two. 4 two o'clock. 
5 a set of two, 6 a card with two pips. @ ad. that 


two-stroke 


amount to two. 0 in two in or into two pieces. 
in two shakes (or ticks) sce stake, rick, or two 
denoting several (a thing or two = several things). 
put two and two together make (esp. an ob- 
vious) inference from what,is known or evident. 
that makes two of us collog. that is true of me 
also. two by two (or two and two) in pairs. two 
a penny see mnny. [Old English] 

two-bit adj. .\. Amer. collog. cheap, petty. 

two-by-four 7. a length of timber with a rectangu- 
lar cross-section nominally 2 in. by 4 in. 

twoc vt, Brit. collog. steal (a car). [acronym from 
taken without owner’s consent] 

two-dimensional adj. 1 having or appearing to 
have length and breadth but no depth. 2 lacking 
substance; superficial. 

two-edged adj. double-edged. 

two-faced adj, 1 having two faces. 2 insincere. 

twofold adj. G adv. 1 twice as much or as many. 
2 consisting of two parts. 

twoness 7. the fact or state of being two; duality. 

twopence 7. Brit. 1 the sum of two pence, esp. 
before decimalization. 2 (esp. with neg.) collog. a 
thing of little value (don't care twopence). 

twopenn’orth 7. 1 as much as is worth or costs 
twopence. 2 a paltry or insignificant amount. 
o add (or put in) one’s twopenn orth collog. con- 
tribute one’s opinion. 

twopenny /tup-é-ni/ adj. Bri. 1 costing two pence, 
esp. before decimalization. 2 collog. cheap, worthless. 

twopenny-halfpenny adj. cheap, insignificant. 

two-piece e@ alimb.adj. (of a suit etc.) consisting of 
two matching items. @ 7, a two-piece suit etc. 

two-ply e afirib.adj. of two strands, webs, or thick- 
nesses. @ 7. 1 two-ply wool. 2 two-ply wood made 
by gluing together two layers with the gram in 
clifferent directions. 

two-seater 7. 1 a vehicle or aircraft with two seats. 
2 a sofa etc. for two people. 

two-sided adj. 1 having two sides. 2 having two 
aspects; controversial. , 

twosome 7. I two persons together. 2 a game, 
clance, ete., for two persons. 

two-step 7. a round dance with a sliding step in 
march or polka time. 

two-stroke aftrib.ad). 1 ¥ (of an internal-combustion 
engine) having its power cycle completed in one 
up-and-down movement of the piston. 2 (of a ve- 
hicle) having a two-stroke engine. & orr-RoAv 


TWO-STROKE 
A two-stroke engine has ports in its cylin- 
der which are exposed by the motion of 

a piston. The rising piston draws fuel and 
air into the crankcase and compresses fuel 
and air already in the cylinder. The com- 
pressed mixture is ignited by a spark, for- 
cing the piston down and pushing fresh 
mixture from the crankcase into the cylin- 
der through the transfer port. Exhaust 
gases are expelled via the exhaust port. 


TWO STAGES OF POWER CYCLE 
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LEVPE 


‘Type enables text to be read easily 
and without ambiguity. Standard 
text is given in roman type, while 
italic or bold type is often used 

to emphasize or distinguish 

terms. Serif faces, based on 
ancient Roman scripts, have 


cross-strokes (serifs); sans- 
serif typefaces lack these. 
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ROMAN TYPE 


o-time v./r, collog. 1 be unfaithful to (a lover) 
2 swindle, double-cross. 0 two-timer 7. 
two-tone aitrih.adj. having two colours or sounds. 
two-up 2. Austral. & NZ a gambling game played 
by tossing two coins with bets placed on a showing 
of two heads or two tails. 
two-way ad. 1 involving two ways or participants. 
2 (of a switch) permitting a current to be switched 
on or off from either of two points. 3 (of a radio) 


capable of transmitting and receiving signals. 4 (of 


a tap etc.) permitting fluid to flow in either of two 
channels or directions. 5 (of traffic etc.) moving 
in two esp. opposite directions. 

two-way mirror 7. a panel of glass that can be 
seen through from one side and is a mirror on 
the other. 

tychism 7. Philos. the theory that chance controls 
the universe. [from Greek tukhé ‘chance’| 

tycoon 7. a business magnate. [from Japanese fackun 
‘ereat lord?] 

tying pres. parl. of ri 

tyke 2. (also tike) 1 esp. Brit. an unpleasant or coarse 
man. 2 a mongrel. 3 a small child. 4 Brit. slang 
a Yorkshireman. [from Old Norse tik ‘bitch’ 

tympana //. of iymranum. 

tympani var. of 11nP9NI. 

tympanum /tim-pa-niim/ n. {//. tymapanums or 
tympana) I Anal. the middle ear. > ran. 2 Archit. 
a a vertical triangular space forming the centre 
of a pediment. b a similar space over a door; 
a carving on this. [from Greek tumpanon ‘drum’ | 

Tynwald n. the parliament of the Isle of Man. 
[from Old Norse thing-vdllr “place of assembly’ | 

type e 7. 1 aa class of things or persons having 
common characteristics. b a kind or sort (ould like 
a different type of car). 2 a person, thing, or cvent 
serving as an illustration, symbol, or characteristic 
specimen of another, or of a class. 3 (in comb.) made 
of, resembling, or functioning as (Cheddar-type cheese 
4 collog. a person, esp. of a specified character (no/ 
really my type). 5 an object, conception, or work 
of art serving as a model for subsequent artists 
6 Printing a & printed characters or letters. b a piece 
of metal ete. with a raised letter or character on its 
upper surface, for use in letterpress printing, ¢ such 
pieces collectively. ¢ printed characters produc ed 
by type. @ z. 1“ be a type or example of. 2 t& G intr 
write with a typewriter. 3 fr esp. Biol. & Med. 
to a type; classify. 4 f = 1yrecast. O in type Printing 
composed and ready for printing, [from Greek tupos 
‘impression, figure, type’] 5 typal ad. 

typecast 2/7. pas and past part. -cast) assign (an 
actor or actress) repeatedly to the same type of role, 
esp. one in character. 

typeface 7. n. Printing 1 a set of types or characters 
in a particular design. 2 the inked part of type, or 
the impression made by this. 


typescript 7. 4 typewritten document. 


_ assign 


abcdefg 


BOLD TYPE 


abcdefe 


DEALIC. TAPE 


typesetter 7. Printing 1 a person who 
composes type. 2 a composing machine. 
D typeset utr (-setting: past and past part. 
-set) (also ahso/.). typesetting 7. (also attrib). 

type site 2. Archaeol. a site where objects regarded 
as defining the characteristics of a period etc. are 
found. 

type size 7. a size of type usu. specified by name, 
€.g, pica ete. 

typewriter 7. ¥ a machine with keys for producing 
printlike characters one at a time on paper inserted 
round a roller. o typewriting 7. 


type bars bearing 
characters 


ruler platen 
, 


carriage 


return 
lever. 
pape 
bail 
ribbon 
shift- | OWERT) 
lack Key 4 keyboard 
shift key space bar 


AE SS 
LYPLWRITLR 


TYPEWRITER: LATE 
MANUAL PORTABLI 


typewritten adj. produced with a typewriter. 

typhoid n. 1 (in full typhoid fever) an infectious 
bacterial fever with an eruption of red spots on the 
chest and abdomen and severe intestinal irritation. 
2 a similar clisease of animals. [based on ‘iyrHcs] 
0 typhoidal ad). 

typhoon ». a tropical storm in the western Pacific 
{partly from Arabic /é/an; partly from Chinese dia- 
lect fai funy “big wind’| a typhonic ad). 

typhus 7. an infectious fever caused by parasiti 
micro-organisms of the genus Rickeltsia, charac- 
terized by a purple rash, headaches, fever, and 
usu. delirium. [from Greek ‘uphos ‘smoke, stupor’) 
0 typhous ad). 

typical adj. 1 serving as a characteristic example; 
representative. 2 characteristic of or 
distinguish a type. 3 (often foll. by of) conforming 
to expected behaviour, attitudes, etc. (zs ‘ypical of 
then lo forget\. [from Greek tupikos| 0 typicality 7 
typically adv 

typify «./r (-ies, -ied) 1 be a representative example 
of; embody the characteristics of. 2 represent by 
a type or symbol; serve as a type, figure, or emblem 
of; symbolize. 0 typification 7. 


serving to 


typist 7. a person who uses a typewriter, esp. proft 
sionally, 


tzigane 


typo 7. (fl. -os) collog. 1 a typographical error. 
2 a typographer. 
typographer 7. a person skilled in typography. 
typography 7. 1 printing as an art. 2 the style and 
appearance of printed matter. 0 typographic ad. 
typographical adj. typographically adv. 
typology x. the study and interpretation of (esp. 
biblical) types. 6 typological adj. typologist n. 
tyrannical adj. 1 acting like a tyrant; imperious, 
arbitrary. 2 given to or characteristic of tyranny. 
[from Greek turannikos| 0 tyrannically ado. 
tyrannize /ti-ra-nyz/ vir. & (foll. by over) intr (also 
-ise) behave like a tyrant towards; rule or treat 
despotically or cruelly. {from French tyranniser] 
tyrannosaurus 7. (also tyrannosaur) va very 
large eae flesh-eating dinosaur, Tyrannosaurus 
rex, of the late Cretaceous period, having powerful 
jaws and hind legs, small clawlike front legs, and 
a large tail. > pivosaur. [from Greek turannos ‘tyrant’ 


+ sauros ‘hzard’| er. 
powerful jaws 


large tail 


tyranny 7. (//. 


-ies) 1 the cruel 
and arbitrary use 
of authority. 2 
a tyrannical act; 
tyrannical behav- 
iour. 3 a rule by 
a tyrant. b a period of 
this. c a state ruled by a tyrant. [from Greek (uran- 
ni@| O tyrannous adj. tyrannously adv 

tyrant /tyr-ant/ 7. 1 an oppressive or cruel ruler. 
2 a person exercising power arbitrarily or cruelly. 
[from Greek turannos| 


claw-hke 
front limbs 


TYRANNOSAURUS 
(Tyrannosaurus rex) 


tyre n. (US tire) v a rubber covering, usu. inflated, 
placed round a wheel to form a soft contact with 
the road. |Middle Enghsh| 


shoulder 


sifu (groave 
in tread) 


an 
side- 
wall 


rubber tread 


tread 
bracing —s 
layers (nylon, 
rayon, and 
steel cords) 


radial-ply / 


casing 
g 


/ 
bead core / 


TYRE: SECTION THROUGH A MODERN 
RADIAL-PLY GAR TYRE 


tyre gauge 7. a portable device for measuring the 
air pressure in a tyre, 

Tyrian purple see rurrui. 7. 2. 

tyro 7. (also tiro) (f/. -os) a beginner or novice. 
[from Latin fo ‘recruit’) 


Tyrolean e adj. of or characteristic of the Tyrol 


in Austria. @ 7. a native or inhabitant of the Tyrol. 
0 Tyrolese adj. & n. 
tyrosine /tyr-6-seen/ n. Ghem, a hydrophilic amino 


acid present in many proteins and important in the 
synthesis of some hormones etc. {based on Greek 
turos ‘cheese’] 
tzar var. of 1san. 
tzarina var. of | 
tzatziki 7. a Gre yogurt with cucum- 
ber. garlic, and often mint. [modern Greek| 


INA 


side dish of 


tzigane /tsi-gahn/ n. 1 a Hungarian gypsy: 2 \alirh) 
characteristic of the tziganes or (esp.) their music 
[from Hungarian ¢ any| 


BRAY 


Ut! n. (also wi (pl. Us or U?s) 1 the twenty-first letter of 


the alphabet. 2 a U-shaped object or curve (esp. in 
comb.: U- bolt) 

U? adj. esp. Brit. collog. 1 upper class. 2 supposedly 
characteristic of the upper class. [abbreviation] 

U3 n. a Burmese title of respect before a man’s 
name. 

U* symb. 1 Chem. the element uranium. 2 Bril. 
universal (of films classihed as suitable without 
restriction. 

UB40 abbr, (im the UR) a card issued to a person 
registered as unemployed. 

ubiquitous ad. 1 present everywhere or in several 
places simultaneously. 2 often encountered. [based 
on Laun ubigue ‘everywhere’] O ubiquitously ad: 
ubiquitousness 77. ubiquity 1. 

U-boat 7. his/.. ¥ a German submarine used in the 
First and Second World Wars. > supatvninr. [from 
German Ll nlerseeboot “undersea boat | 


E CONNUNG 


U-BOAT: MODEL O1 \ U-25 
fowe? 


SU BAEARINI 


propeller 


UCAS /yoo-kas/ abbr. (im the UK) Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service. 

UDA abbr. Ulster Defence Association (a Loyalist 
paramilitary organization). 

udder 7. the mammary gland of cattle. sheep. etc.. 
hanging as a bag-like organ with several (eats. 
[Old English] o uddered adj. (also in comb.) 

UDI aby. unilateral declaration of independence 

UFO /yoo-toh/ abbr. (also ufo) (pl. UFOs or ufos) 
unidentified flying object. 

ufology /yoo-fol-6)i/ 1. 
D ufologist n. 

ugh /uuh, uh, er, uukh, ug, ee/ mi. 1 expressing 
disgust etc. 2 the sound of a cough or grunt. 

ugli fruit 7. (/. same) (also Ugh 

propr, 4a mottl d green and 
yellow hybrid of a grapefruit 
dnd tangerine. 
uglify ¢./. !-ies, -ied) make 
ugly. 0 uglification 7. 
ugly adj. (uglier, ugliest; 
1 unpleasing or repulsive to see 

or hear. 2 unpleasantly sugges- 

tive; discreditable (ugly rumours). 

3 threatening, dangerous (the sk) 

has an ugly look). 4 morally repulsive 

(uely vices). [froni Old Norse ugelig 

‘to be dreaded’] 0 uglily ad:. ugliness 7. 


the study of UFOs. 


UGLI FRUIT 
(Citrus species) 


ugly customer / 
person 


an unpleasantly formidable 


ugly duckling ». a person who turns out to be 
beautiful or talented et agamst ll es pec tations. 

UHF add. ultra-high frequen 

uh-huh iii/. collog. expressing assent. 

UHT adbr. ultra heat-treated yesp. of milk, for long 
keeping). 

UK abbr United King mn, 


Ob) 


ukase /yoo-kayz/ n. 1 an arbitrary 
command. 2 an edict of the Russian 
government. [from Russian ukaz 
‘ordinance, edict’| 


laning 
key 


Ukrainian e 7. 1 a native or inhab- 
itant of Ukraine in eastern Europe. 
2 the East Slavonic language of 
Ukraine. @ adj. of or relating to 
Ukraine, its people, or US sound: 


nech 


lanecuage. [based on Russian joj 
ukraina ‘{ronuer region’ | 

ukulele /yoo-kii-lay-li/ 7. » 

a small four-stringed Hawai- 

ian guitar, (Hawaiian, literally 4rdge 


‘jumping flea’ 

ulcer 7. 1 an open sore on an exter- 
nal or internal surface of the body, 
often forming pus. 2 a a moral blem- 
ish. b a corrupting influence ete. 
[from Latin u/cus -erts] 0 ulcered ad). 
ulcerous «dj. 

ulcerate 1/r & ini. form into or affect with an 
ulcer. 0 ulceration 7. ulcerative adj. 

ulna 7. (pl. ulmae /-nee/ or 

ulnas) 1 » the thinner and longer \ \ 
bone in the forearm, on the side 
opposite to the thumb. & 
2 a corresponding bone in an animal's 
foreleg bird’s wing. [Latin] 
oc ulnar ad). { 


SKLLELON. 
or a 


ulster 7. a long loose overcoat of rough 
cloth. {from U//sler, former province of 
Ireland] 

Ulsterman 7. (//. -men; jem. Ulster- 
woman: /)/. -women) a native of Ulster. 

ult. abbr: ultimo. 
ulterior dd). 
existing in 


ulna ! 
the 


background, or beyond 
what is eviclent or admitted, 
{Latin, literally ‘further, more 
distant’| 0 ulteriorly adv. 
ultimata f/. of ULrinaitn. 
ultimate @ ad. 1 last, final. 2 beyond 
which no other is possible. 3 fundamen- 
tal, primary (ultimate truths). 4 maximum 
ultimate tensile strength). @ n. 1 (prec. by 
the) the best achievable or imaginable. 
2 a final or fundamental fact or principle. 
[from Late Latin ultimatus ‘ended’| o ultimacy n. 
pl. -ies). ultimately adj. ultimateness ». 
ultima Thule n. a faraway unknown region. [Latin 
= furthest Thule. a remote northern region | 


ULTRASOUND 


One of the uses of ultrasound is in antenatal 
assessment. As a probe is passed over the 
abdomen, a transducer transmits a pulse of 
ultrasound every millisecond. The pulses 

are reflected back by tissue in their path and 
appear as bright spots on a dark screen. The 
spots form an accurate image of the foetus. 


wage on 


SeTECH 


prob 


‘A. 


UKULELE 


ULNA: HUMAN 
FOREARM SHOWING 
THE 


umbel 


ultimatum 7. (//. ultimatums or ultimata) a 
final demand or statement of terms by one party, 
the rejection of which could cause hostility. [Latin, 
literally (thing) ended’| 

ultimo adj. Commerce of last month (the 28th ultimo). 
[from Latin ultimo mense ‘in the last month’] 

ultra e adj. favouring extreme views or measures, 

esp. in religion or politics. @ 2. an extremist. 

[originally abbreviation of French ultra-royaliste| 
ultra- prefix 1 beyond; on the other side of 
(opp. cis-).-2 extreme(ly), excessive(ly) (ullra- 
conservative). 

ultra-high adj. (of a frequency) in the range 
300 to 3000 megahertz. 
ultramarine @ 7. 1 > 
a brilliant deep blue 
pigment originally ob- 
tained from lapis lazuli. 

2 a brilliant deep blue 

colour, @ ad. of this colour. 
[from medieval Latin ultraman- 
nus “beyond the sea’| 

ultramicroscopic ad. (oo 
small to be seen by an ordinary 
optical microscope. 

ultramontane e adj. 1 situated on the other side 

of the Alps. 2 advocating supreme papal author- 
ity. en. La person living on the other side of the 
Alps. 2 an advocate of supreme papal authority. 
[from medieval Latin u/tramontanus| 


ULTRAMARINE 


ultrasonic ad. of or involving sound waves 
with a frequency above the upper limit of 
human hearing, 0 ultrasonically ad. 
ultrasonics 1./. (usu. treated as sing) the 
science and application of ultrasonic waves, 
ultrasound 7. 1 sound having an ultra- 
sonic frequency. 2 ¥ ultrasonic waves. 
ultraviolet adj. Phys of or usmg 
clectromagnetic radiation having a 
wayelength shorter than that of the 
violet.end of the visible spectrum. 
BD LLRCTROMAGNITIG BR ADLALION 
ultra vires /vy-recz/ adi. S& predic.adp. 
beyond one’s legal power or authority. 


[{Laun} 
ululate,?.inir, howl, wail: make a hoot- 
ing cry. [based on Latin ululaius 


‘wailed’| G ululant ad). ululation 7. 
um int. expressing hesitation or a pause 
in speech, 
umbel 7. Bol. a flower cluster in which stalks spring 
from a common centre and form a flat or curved sur- 
face, > mriorescenct:. [from Latin wmbella ‘sunshade’ | 


ULNA 


hands , 


head / \. spine 


shoulder 


ULTRASOUND IMAGE 
OF A FUMAN FORTUS 


ULTRASOUND SCANNING 
QO? ANCENTEC INNG 
MOTHER 


umbellifer 


umbellifer 7.» any plant of the family 
Umbelliferae bearing umbels, in- 
cluding parsley and parsnip. 
[from obsolete French umbellifere| 
oO umbelliferous adj. 

umber e 7. 1 a natural pigment 
like ochre but darker and browner. 
D> raw umber. 2 a dark brown 
colour. @ adj. 1 dark brown. 
2 dusky, [from Italian (terra di) 
ombra, literally ‘(earth of) 
Shadow} 

umbilical e «itrib.ad. of, situ- 
ated near, or affecting the 
navel. @ 7. a flexible supply or 
control line etc., esp. from a 
main source to a site otherwise 
difficult to access. [from obso- 
lete French umbilical] 

umbilical cord x. 1 ¥ a flexible cordlike structure 
containing blood vessels and attaching a foetus 
to the placenta. 2 a supply cable linking a missile 
to its launcher, or an astronaut in space to a space- 
craft. 


UMBELLIFER: 
GIANT FENNEL 
(Ferula communis) 


uterus 


HUMAN FOETUS 
(womb) 


IN THE WOMB 


foetus 


umbilical 
cord 


placenta 


cross-section 
of placenta 


fortal hloud 
Lal A i 


DSN aE 
UMBILICAL CORN 


umbilical / umbilical = umbilical 
vein arteries cord 
UMBILICAL CORD ea 


umbilicate adj. shaped like a navel. 

umbilicus 7. (//. umbilici /-sy/ or umbilicuses) 
1 -Anat. the navel. 2 Bot. & Zool. a navel-like forma- 
tion, {Latin} | 

umbles 7.//. archaic the edible offal of deer ete. 
(ef. eat humble pie: see ui mvt). [Middle Enghsh] 

umbra 7. (pi. umbras or umbrae /-brec/) 1 the 
fully shaded inner region of a shadow, esp. <Asiron. | 
the area on the Earth or Moon experiencing the 
total phase of an eclipse. & ecursi. 2 the dark 
central part of a sunspot. {Latin, lip 
literally ‘shade’] 0 umbral ad. 

umbrage 2. offence; a sense 
of slight or injury (esp. give 
or take umbrage at). [from 
Old French, literally 
‘shaclow’ | 

umbrella 1. 1 » a 
light portable device 


canopy , 


rib 


for protection against rain ctc., tube 
consisting of a usu. circular canopy ; 
of cloth mounted by means of a @p cup 


collapsible metal frame on a central 
stick. 2 protection or patronage. 
3 often altib.) a coordinating agency 
(umbrella organization). [from Itahan 
ombrella ‘little shacle’| G umbrella- 
ed ad. umbrella-like ad. 


handle 


UMBRELLA 


umlaut 7. 1 a mark () used over a 
vowel, esp. in Germanic languages, to 
indicate a vowel change. 2 such a 
vowel change, e.g German Mann, 
Manner, English man, men. [German, 

from wm ‘about’ + Laut ‘sound’ 

ump 2. esp. N. Amer slang an 
umpire, esp. in baseball. 
umpire e 7. 1 a person chosen to 
enforce the rules and settle dis- 
putes in various sports. 2 a person 
chosen to arbitrate between dispu- 

tants, or to see fair play. @ v. 1 inér. 

(usu. foll. by for, m, etc.) act as umpire. 2 f act as 
umpire in (a game etc.) [basecl on Old French non- 

per ‘not equal’] 0 umpirage n. umpireship 2. 

umpteen ¢o/log. @ adj. indefinitely many; a lot of. 

@ pron. indefinitely many. [jocular formation] 
Oumpteenth ad). umpty ad. 

UN abbr. United Nations. 


un-! prefix 1 added to adjectives and participles and 
their derivative nouns and adverbs, meaning: 
a not: denoting the absence of (unusable; uncalled for, 
uneducated; unhappiness). b the reverse of, esp. with an 
implication of approval or disapproval (unselfish; 
unscientific). 2 (less often) added to nouns, meaning 
‘a lack of? (unrest; untruth). 


a Usage The number of words that can be formed 
with the prefix un-' (and similarly with un-’) is 
potentially as large as the number of adjectives in 
use; consequently only a selection, bemg consid- 
ered the most current or semantically noteworthy, 
can be given here. Words meaning ‘the reverse of 
(see sense 1b above) often have neutral counter- 
parts in non- (see Non- 6) and counterparts in m- (see 
in- 1), c.g. unadvsable. 


un-* prefix added to verbs and (less often) nouns, 
forming verbs denoting: 1 the reversal or cancella- 
tion (undress; unlock; unsetile), 2 deprivation or separ- 
ation (unmask). 3 release from (unburden; uncage). 
4 causing to be no longer (unman). 


w Usage See Usage Note at un-) 


un pron. collog. one ‘that’s a goud ‘un), 

unabashed adj. not abashed. 0 unabashedly adr. 

unabated adj. not abated: undiminished. 

unable adj. (usu. foll. by fo + infin.) not able; lacking 
ability. 

unabridged ad. (of a text etc.) complete; not 
abridged. 

unabsorbed «dj. not absorbed. 

unacademic adj. 1 not academic (esp. not schol- 
arly). 2 (of a person) not suited to academic study. 

unaccented ad). not accented; not emphasized. 

unacceptable ad. not acceptable. oO unacceptabil- 
ity 7”. unacceptableness 7). unacceptably ad. 


unaccommodating ad). 
disobliging. 


not accommodiating; 
unaccompanied «adj. 1 not accompanied. 2 Nfus. 
without accompaniment. 
unaccomplished ad. L uncompleted. 2 lacking 
accomplishments. 
unaccountable ad. Lo unable to be 
explained, 2 strange in behaviour. 
3 not responsible. 0 unaccount- 
ability 7». unaccountable- 
ness /). unaccountably «adv. 
unaccounted «dj. of which 
no account is given. O un- 
accounted for 
plained; not included in an account. 
unaccustomed dj. 1 (usu. foll. by fo) not accus- 
tomecd, 2 not customary. 0 unaccustomedly ac: 
unacknowledged «dj. not acknowledged. 
unacquainted ai), foll. by  avth 
acquainted. 
unadjusted adj. (esp. of figures) not adjusted: 
crude. 


neX- 


(usu. Not 


unasked-for 


unadopted adj. 1 not adopted. 2 Brit. (of a 
road) not taken over for maintenance by a local 
authority. 

unadorned ad. not adorned; plain. 

unadulterated ad. 1 not adulterated; pure; 
concentrated. 2 complete, utter. 

unadventurous ad). not adventurous. 0 unadven- 
turously adu. 

unadvised aq). 1 indiscreet; rash. 2 not having had 
advice. O unadvisedly adv. unadvisedness 1. 

unaffected adj. 1 (usu. foll. by 4y) not affected. 
2 free from affectation. Oo unaffectedly adv, 
unaffectedness 7. 

unaffiliated adj. not affiliated. 

unaffordable adj. not affordable. 

unafraid adj. not afraid. 

unaided adj. not aided; without help. 

unahike adj. not alike; different. 

unalleviated adj. not alleviated; relentless. 

unalloyed adj. 1 not alloyed; pure. 2 complete; 
utter (unalloyed joy). 

unalterable adj. not alterable, 0D unalterableness 
n. unalterably adv. 

unaltered adj. not altered; remaining the same. 

unambiguous adj. not ambiguous; clear or definite 
in meaning, 0 unambiguity 7. unambiguously 
ad. 

unambitious adj. not ambitious; without ambi- 
tion. O unambitiously ad. unambitiousness 7. 

unambivalent adj. (of feelings etc.) not ambiva- 
lent; straightforward. o unambivalently adc. 

un-American ad. 1 not in accordance with Ameri- 
can characteristics etc. 2 contrary to US interests; 
(in the US) weasonable. 0 un-Americanism 1. 
unamiable ad. not amiable. 

unamused adj. not amused. 

unanimous /yoo-nan-i-mis/ ad. 1 all in 
agreement (the commiltee was unanimous). 2 (of an 
opinion, vote, etc.) held or given by general 
consent. [from Latin wianimus| 0 unanimity n. 
unanimously adv, 

unannounced adj, not announced; without warn- 
ing (of arrival etc.) 


unanswerable ad). 1 unable to be refuted. 2 un- 
able to be answered. O unanswerableness n. 
unanswerably «do. 


unanswered dj, not answered. 
unanticipated adj. not anticipated. 


unapologetic adj. not apologetic or 
Ounapologetically adi. 


unapparent ad. not apparent. 


SOITY. 


unappealing ad. not appealing; unattractive. 
Ounappealingly ad. 

unappeased adj. not appeased. 

unappetizing adj. (also -ising) not appetizing, 
OC unappetizingly adv. 

unappreciated adj. not appreciated. 

unappreciative «dj. not appreciative. 

unapproachable «dj. 1 not approachable: remote, 
inaccessible. 2 (of a person) unfriendly. O un- 
approachability 7. unapproachableness pn. 
unapproachably ad. 

unapproved adj. not approved or sanctioned. 

unapt adj. 1 (usu. foll. by for) not suitable. 2 (usu, foll. 
by fo + infin.) not apt. O unaptly ad. unaptness 1. 

unarguable adj. not arguable; certain. O unargu- 
ably ad. 

unarmed aij. not armed; without weapons. 

unarresting ad. uninteresting, lull. 

unartistic ad. not arustic, esp. not concerned with 
art. D unartistically adi: 

unashamed ad. 1 feeling no guilt. shameless. 
2 blatant; bold. GO unashamedly ad. un- 
ashamedness 7. : 

unasked adj. not asked, requested, or invited. 

unasked-for adj. (usu. afirih. 
sought or requested, 


esp. of advice, not 


90] 


unassailable 


unassailable adj. unable to be attacked; impreg- 
nable. O unassailability n. unassailableness 7. 
unassailably «adv. 

unassertive adj. (of a person) not assertive or 
forthcoming; reticent. O wumnassertively adi. 
unassertiveness //. 

unassigned ¢dj. not assigned. 

unassimilated «dj. not assimilated. 0 unassimil- 
able ad). 

unassisted «dj. not assisted. 

unassuaged adj. not assuaged. dO unassuageable 
ad}. 

unassuming adj. not pretentious or arrogant: 
modest by nature. O unassumingly adv. un- 
assumingness ". 

unattached adj. 1 (often foll. by to) not attached, 
esp. to a particular body, organization, etc. 2 single; 
not married or having an established partner. 

unattainable adj. not atiainable. 0 unattainable- 
ness //. unattainably «a/v. 

unattempted ad. not attempted. 

unattended adj. 1 (usu. foll. by fo) not attended. 
2 (of a person, vehicle, etc.) not accompanied; alone. 

unattractive adj. nol attractive. O unattractively 
adv. unattractiveness 1. 

unattributable adj. (esp. of information) that 
cannot or may not be attributed to a source etc. 
d unattributably adv. 

unattributed adj, (of a painting, quotation, etc.) 
not attributed to a source ete. 

unauthenticated adj. not authenticated. 

unauthorized adj. (also -ised) not authorized. 

unavailable adj. not available. c unavailability 7. 
unavailableness 1. 

unavailing adj. not availing: achieving nothing; 
ineffectual. o unavailingly adi. 

unavoidable aj. not avoidable; 
do unavoidability 7. unavoidably ad. 


inevitable. 


unaware e@ adj. 1 (usu. foll. by of or thal + clause) not 
aware; ignorant. 2 (of a person) insensitive; unper- 
ceptive. @ ade. = 1. \RES. D unawareness 1. 

unawares adv. 1 unexpectedly. 2 inadvertently. 
[earlier umeare(s), from Old English] 

unbacked adj, b not supported. 2 \of a horse etc.) 
having no backers. 3 (of a picture ete.) having no 
back or backing. 

unbalance e 7:/ 1 upset the physical or mental 
balance of: 2 (as unbalanced adj.) a not balanced. 
b (of a mind or a person) unstable or deranged. 
ev. lack of balance; instability, esp. mental. 

unban ?:/); «unbanned, unbanning) cease to ban; 
remove a ban from. 

unbar ?:/) unbarred, unbarring 1 remove a har 
or bars from (a gate cte.}. 2 unlock. 

unbearable adj. not bearable. G unbearableness 
n. unbearably «ad. 

unbeatable ad). not beatable: excelling. 

unbeaten ad). 1 not beaten. 2 (of a record ete.) not 
surpassed. 

unbecoming ad). Ltesp. of clothing! not flattering 
or suiting a person, 2 (usu, foll. by /o, for) indecorous 
or unsuitable. 0 unbecomingly adi. 

unbeknown ad). also unbeknownst) (loll. by /o) 
without the knowledge of [based on archaic 
beknown “kno | 

unbelief 1. lack of belief, esp. in religious matters. 
0 unbeliever 1. unbelieving adj. unbelievingly 
ade. 

unbelievable «i. impossible to believe; incredible. 
oO unbelievabihty 7. unbelievably adi 

unbend 2. ( fas/ and pas! part. unbent, 1, & intr. 
change from a bent position: straighten, 2 intr relax 
from strain or severity: become alfable. 

unbending ad). 1 not bending: inflexible. 2 firm: 
austere. 3 relaxing from stra, activity. or formal- 
ity. C unbendingly «id. unbendingness », 


unbiased «dj. also unbiassed not biased: impar- 
tial. 


ut Re 


unbidden adj. not commanded or invited (arrived 
unbidden). 

unbind wy (past and past part. unbound) release 
from bonds or binding. 

unbirthday 7. (often altrib.) joc, any day but one’s 
birthday (an unbirthday party). 

unbleached adj. » not bleached. 


unclassified 


uncap w/, (uncapped, uncapping) remove the 
cap from (a jar, bottle, etc.). 
uncapped adj. Sport (of a player) never having been 
selected for his or her national team. 
uncared-for adj. (also uneared for predic.) dis- 
regarded; neglected. 
uncaring adj. 1 neglectful. 2 lacking 


unblemished adj. not blem- —s compassion. 

ished. ; uncarpeted adj. not covered with 
unblinking ad. 1 not a carpet or carpeting. 

blinking, 2 steadfast. 3 stolid. \. uncashed ad). not cashed. 

0 unblinkingly ade. = — ai‘ uncaught ad). not caught. 
unblock 2/7, remove an obstruc- unceasing adj. not ceasing; continu- 

tion from. ous (unceasing effort). O unceasingly adv. 
unblushing ad. 1 not blushing. uncensored adj. not censored. 

2 unashamed; frank. 0 unblush- uncensured adj. not censured. 

ingly ade. unceremonious adj. 1 lacking cere- 
unbolt wf: release (a door etc.) by mony or formality. 2 abrupt; discour- 

drawing back the bolt. teous. G unceremoniously adv. 
unbolted adj. 1 not bolted. 2 (of uncertain adj. 1 not certainly knowing 

flour ete.) not sifted. or known (uncertain what it means; the result 
unborn ad. 1 not yet born (an Ca GrED is uncertain), 2 unreliable (zs aim i uncer- 


unborn child). 2 never to be brought 
into being (unborn hopes). 

unbosom 2/1 disclose (thoughts, secrets, eic.). 
2 vefl.; often foll. by of) unburden (oneself) of one’s 
thoughts, secrets, ete. 

unbothered adj. not bothered; unconcerned. 

unbound! qd). 1 not bound or tied up. 2 uncon- 
strained. 3 \of a book) a not having a binding, 
b having paper covers. 4 (of a substance or parucle) 
ina loose or free state. 

unbound? fast and past part. of unpinv. 

unbounded adj. infinite (unbounded optimism). 
Oo unboundedly ad:. unboundedness ». 

unbowed ad). (usu. predic.) undaunted. 

unbreakable adj. not breakable. 

unbreathable «dj. not able to be breathed. 

unbridgeable ad. not able to be bridged. 

unbridle «if 1 remove a bridle from (a horse). 
2 remove constraints from (one’s tongue, a person, 
ete.). 3 (as unbridled adj.) unconstrained (unbridled 
insolence). 

unbroken ad. 1 not broken. 2 not tamed (an 
unbroken horse). 3 not interrupted (unbroken sleep). 
4 not surpassed (an unbroken record). 0 unbrokenly 
adv, anbrokenness 1. 

unbruised adj. not bruised. 

unbuckle i! release the buckle of (a strap, shoe, 
GiGas 

unbuild «/ { pas/ and pas! part. unbuilt, 1 demolish 
or destroy (a building, theory, system, etc.). 2 (as 
unbuilt adj.) not yet built or (of land ete.) not yet 
built on. 

unbundle 2./: 1 unpack; remove from a bunelle. 
2 market (goods or services) separately. 3. split (a 
company) into separate businesses. 0 unbundler 7. 
in sense 3). 

unburden 7.7; 1 relieve of a burden, 2 (esp. reff: 
often foll. by 4) reheve (oneself. one’s conscience, 
ete.) by confession etc. 0 unburdened ad). 

unburied a/). not buried. 

unbusimesslike ad. not businesslike. 

unbutton &/:: 1 a unlasten (a coat ete.) by taking the 
buttons out of the bultonholes. b unbutton the 
clothes of (a person). 2 abyel.) collog. relax from 
tension or formatity, become communicative. 
3 (as unbuttoned «adj.) a not buttoned. b collog. 
communicative: informal. 

uncalled ad. not summoned or invited. 

uncalled for (also (hyphenated) atind.) (of an 

opimion, action, etc.) unpertinent or unnecessary 

(such extreme measures an entirely uncalled for. an uncalled- 

for remark). & 


uncanny a. (uncannier, uncanniest) secmingly 
supernatural: mysterious. [originally Scots & north- 
ern English] Q uncannily ad:. uncanniness 1. 
uncanonical ad). not canonical. 


COTTON T-SHIRI 


tain). 3 changeable, erratic (uncertain 

weather). O im mo uncertain terms 
clearly and forcefully. G uncertainly adv. 

uncertainty 7. (//. -ies) 1 the fact or condition of 
being uncertain. 2 an uncertain matter or circum- 
stance. 

uncertified adj. 1 not attested as certain. 2 not 
guaranteed by a certificate of competence etc. 
3 not certified as insane. 

unchain ¢:./7, 1 remove the chains from. 2 release. 

unchallengeable adj. not challengeable; unassail- 
able. 

unchallenged adj. not challenged. 

unchangeable ad. not changeable; immutable, 
invariable. c unchangeability 7. unchangeable- 
ness 7. unchangeably adv. 

unchanged ad). not-changed; unaltered. 

unchanging ad. not changing; remaining the 
same. O unchangingly adz. 

unchaperoned ad). without a chaperone. 

uncharacteristic dq. not characteristic. O unchar- 
acteristically adv i 

uncharitable adj. censorious, severe in judgement. 
0 uncharitableness 7. uncharitably adv. 

uncharted ad). not charted, mapped, or surveyed. 

unchartered adj. 1 not furnished with a charter. 
2 unauthorized; illegal. 

unchaste adj. not chaste. O unchastity 7. 

unchecked adj. 1 not checked. 2 unrestrained 
(uncheched molence’. 

unchivalrous adj. not chivalrous. O unchival- 
rously ad. 

unchosen ad. not chosen. 

unchristian ad. 1 contrary to Christian prin- 
ciples, esp. uncaring or selfish, 2 not Christian. 
Ounchristianly adz. 

uncial /un-siil/ e@ adj. 1 ® of or written in rounded 
unjoined letters found in manuscripts of the 
4th 8th c¢., from which modern capitals are 
derived. 2 of or relating to an inch or an ounce. 
e 7. 1 an uncial letter. 2 an uncial style or manu- 
script. [based on Latin uncia*inch’] 

uncircumcised adj. 1 not circumcised. 2 archaic 
spiritually impure; heathen. o uncircumcision 7. 

uncivil ad. 1 ill-mannered; impolite. 2 not public- 
spirited, 

uncivilized «dj. (also -ised) 1 not civilized. 2 rough; 
uncultured. 

unclad adj. naked. 

unclaimed wd), not claimed. 

unclasp v./). 1 loosen the clasp or clasps of. 2 release 
the grip of (a hand et 

unclassifiable adj. not classiliabl. 

unclassified adj. 1 not classified. 2 (of State infor- 
Mauon) NOL secret 


uncle 


uncle x. 1 a the brother of one’s father or mother. 
b an aunt’s husband. 2 collog. a name given by chil- 
dren to a male family friend. 3 slang a pawnbroker. 
[from Latin avunculus ‘maternal uncle’) 

unclean aq. 1 not clean. 2 unchaste. 3 unfit to be 
eaten; ccremonially impure. 4 Bibi. (of a spirit) 
wicked. [Old English] o uncleanly adv. unclean- 
ness 7. 

uncleanly ad). archaic or formal unclean. 0 unclean- 
liness 1. 

unclear ad. 1 not clear or easy to understand. 
2 (of a person) doubtful, uncertain (I’m unclear as to 
what you mean). O unclearly adv. unclearness n. 

uncleared adj. 1 (of a cheque etc.) not cleared. 
2 not cleared away or up. 3 (of land) not cleared of 
trees etc. 

unclench ». 1 &: release (clenched hands, features, 
teeth, etc.). 2 intr. (of clenched hands etc.) become 
relaxed or open. 

Uncle Sam 2. collog. the federal government or citi- 
zens of the US (wll fight for Uncle Sam). 

Uncle Tom 2. offens. a black man considered to be 
servile, cringing, etc. [from the hero of H. B. 
Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852)| 

unclimbed adj. (of a peak, rock face, etc.) not 
previously climbed. 0 unclimbable adj. 

unclog vi. (unclogged, unclogging) unblock (a 
drain, pipe, etc.). 

unclose vw. 1 7. & intr. open. 2 & reveal; disclose. 

unclothe 21 1 remove the clothes from. 2 strip of 
leaves or vegetation (trees unclothed by the wind). 
3 expose, reveal. G unclothed ad). 

unclouded ad. 1 clear; bright. 2 untroubled 
(unclouded serenity). 

uncluttered adj. not cluttered; austere, simple. 

uncoil vr, G intr. = unwinn 1. 

uncollected adj. 1 left awaiting collection. 2 (of 
money) not collected in or claimed. 3 (of literary 
work) not gathered into a collection for publication. 

uncoloured aq. ({ uncolored) 1 having no colour. 
2 not influenced; impartial. 3 not exaggerated, 

uncombed adj. (of hair or a person) not combed. 


| UNCIAL 


| : : 2 
| Uncial script developed from Roman square 


capitals as a quicker, less elaborate hand. ‘The 
characters are rounded and simply serifled. In 
it are found the beginnings of upper- and lower- 


case script. Artificial uncial, a slightly later 


variation, is more intricate, with broad diagonal 


and vertical strokes contrasted with hairlines. 
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uncomfortable adj. 1 not comfortable. 2 uneasy; 
causing or feeling disquiet (an uncomfortable silence). 
ouncomfortably adv. 

uncommercial aq. 1 not conimercial. 2 contrary 
to commercial principles. 

uncommitted adj. 1 not committed. 2 unattached 
to any specific political cause or group. 

uncommon adj. 1 not common; unusual; remark- 
able. 2 remarkably great etc. (an uncommon fear of 
spiders). OD uncommonly adv, 

uncommunicative adj. taciturn. O uncommu- 
nicatively adi. uncommunicativeness 7. 

uncompetitive adj. not competitive. 

uncomplaining ad. not complaining; resigned. 
Ouncomplainingly adi. 

uncompleted ad. not completed; incomplete. 

uncomplicated aq. simple; straightforward. 

uncomplimentary ad). insulting. 


uncomprehending ad. not comprehending. 
Oo uncomprehendingly adv. 
uncompromising adj. stubborn; unyielding, 


0 uncompromisingly adv. uncompromising- 
ness 7. 

unconcealed adj. not concealed; obvious. 

unconcern 7. lack of concern; indifference; apathy. 
O unconcerned adj. unconcernedly «adi. 

unconditional adj. not subject to conditions; 
complete (unconditional surrender). O uncondition- 
ally adv. unconditionality 7. 

unconditioned adj. 1 not subject to conditions or 
to an antecedent condition. 2 (of behaviour etc.) 
not determined by conditioning. 

unconditioned reflex 7. an istinctive response to 
a stimulus. 

unconfined adj. not confined: boundless. 

unconfirmed «dj. not confirmed. 

uncongenial a¢/j. not congenial. 

unconrrected «dj. 1 not physically joined. 2 not 
connected or associated. 3 (of speech etc.) discon- 
nected; not joined in order or sequence (unconnected 
ideas). 4 not related by tamuily tics. O unconnect- 
edly ad:. unconnectedness 1. 


FORREMGIGIN OOP UINGHUNE. CANRENG TIES 


artificial 
uncial 


uncial | 


tluminated lath 


NSP ENSOR G 


gloss (explanatory text 
inserted ata later date) 


evenly spaced lines | 
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ymall 
descenders | 
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uncross 


unconquerable adj. not conquerable. 0 uncon- 
querably adv. 

unconquered adj. not conquered or defeated. 

unconscionable /un-kon-shén-abiil/ ad. 1 a hav- 
ing no conscience. b contrary to conscience. 
2 a excessive (an unconscionable length of time). b not 
right or reasonable. [based on obsolete conscionable 
‘permitted by conscience’] O unconscionably 
adv, 

unconscious @ adj. not conscious (unconscious of any 
change; fell unconscious on the floor; an unconscious preju- 
dice). @ n. that part of the mind which is inaccessible 
to the conscious mind but which affects behaviour, 
emotions, etc. O unconsciously adv. uncon- 
sciousness 7. 

unconsecrated ad}. not consecrated. 

unconsidered adj. 1 not considered; disregarded. 
2 (of a response etc.) immediate; not premeditated. 

unconstitutional adj. not in accordance with the 
political constitution or with procedural rules. 
Ounconstitutionality 7. unconstitutionally adv. 

unconstrained adj. not constrained or compelled. 

unconstricted adj. not constricted. 

unconsumed adj. not consumed. 

unconsummated «dj. not consummated. 

uncontaminated adj, not contaminated. 

uncontested ad). not contested. 

uncontradicted adj. not contradicted. 

uncontrollable adj. not controllable. 0 uncon- 
trollably adv. 

uncontrolled ad. not controlled; unrestrained. 

uncontroversial adj. not controversial. 0 uncon- 
troversially adi. 

unconventional adj. unusual; unorthodox. 0 un- 
conventionality 7. unconventionally adv. 

unconverted adj. not converted. 

unconvinced adj. not convinced. 

unconvincing ad). not convincing. O unconvin- 
cingly adv, 

uncooked adj. not cooked; raw. 

uncool adj. 1 s/ang not stylish or fashionable; not 
having street credibility. 2 (of jazz) not cool. 

uncooperative ad). not cooperative. 

uncoordinated adj. 1 not coordinated. 2 (of 
person’s movements etc.) clumsy. 

uncork »./7, 1 draw the cork from (a bottle). 2 allow 
(feelings etc.) to be vented. 

uncorrected «dj. not corrected. 

uncorroborated «i. not corroborated. 

uncorrupted ad. not corrupted. 

uncountable adj. inestimable, immense (uncountabk 
wealth). 0 uncountably adv. 

uncountable noun 7, Gram. a noun that cannot 
form a plural or be used with the indefinite article 
(e.g, happiness). CE sass NOUN, COL NTABLE NOUN, 

uncounted ad. 1 not counted. 2 very many; innu- 
merable. 

uncount noun 27. Grain. = UNGOUNSABLL NOUN. 

uncouple 2/7; 1 unfasten, disconnect, detach. 
2 release (wagons) from couplings. G uncoupled ad). 

uncouth /un-kooth/ adj. uncultured, rough 
(uncouth vowes; behaviour was uncouth). [Old English 
uncith ‘unknown’| 0 uncouthness 7. 


uncover i. I fa remove a cover or covering from. 
b disclose (unrouered the truth al last), 2 intr archai 
remoye one’s hat, cap, etc. 3 /: (as uncovered adj. 
a not covered by a roof, clothing, ete. b not wear- 
ing a hat. 

uncreative ad). not creative. 

uncredited «adj, not acknowledged as the author, 
CE IMBM ER TALRY 

uncritical adj). 1 not critical; complacently accept- 
ing. 2 not in accordance with the principles of crit- 
icism. G uncritically ad: 

uncross wf. Lo remove from a crossed position. 
2 {as uncrossed adj.. a Bri of a cheque) not 
crossed. b not thwarted or challenged. 


903 


uncrowded 


uncrowded ad. not filled or likely to fill with 
crowds. 
uncrown 2/7, 1 deprive (a monarch etc.) of a crown. 
2 deprive (a person) of a position. 3 (as un- 
crowned adj.) a not crowned. b having the status 
but not the name of (the uncrowned king of boxing). 
uncrushable adj. not crushable. 
unction 7. 1 a the act of anointing with oil ete. as a 
religious rite. b the oil etc. so used. 2 a soothing 
words or thought. b excessive or insincere flattery. 
3 a the act of anointing for medical purposes. b an 
ointment so used, 4 a a fervent or sympathetic 
quality in words or tone caused by or causing deep 
emotion. b a pretence of this. [from Latin unetio 
unctuous ¢@dj. 1 unpleasantly flattering; oily. 2 having 
a greasy or soapy fecl. [based on Latin unctus 
‘anointing’| O unctuously ad:. unctuousness 7, 
uncultivated adj. not cultivated. 
uncultured ad. 1 not cultured, unrefined. 2 (of soil 
or plants) not cultivated. 
uncured adj. 1 not cured. 2 (of pork etc.) not salted 
or smoked, 
uncurl wii, G fr. relax from a curled position, 
untwist. 
uncurtained adj. not curtained. 
uncut adj. t not cut. 2 (of a book) 
with the pages not cul open or 
with untrimmed margins. 
3 ‘of a book, film, etc.) 
complete; uncensored. 4 < 
(of a stone, esp. a diamond) 
not shaped by cutting. 3 (of 
fabric) having its pile-loops 
intact (uncul moquetle 
undamaged adj. not damaged; 
intact, 
undated adj. noi 
marked with a date. 
undaunted ad). not daunted. O undauntedly ad. 
undead e ad). (esp. of a vainpire etc. in fiction) tech- 
nically dead but still animate. @ n. (prec. by the; 
treated as p/.) those who are undead. 


UNCUT 
DIAMOND. 


provided — or 


undeceive 7/7, {ree (a person) from a misconcep- 
tion, deception, or error. 

undecided av. 1 not setded or certain (/he queslion is 
undecided). 2 hesitating, irresolute (undecided about 
their relatwe merits). 0 aundecidedly ad: 

undecipherable adj. not decipherable. 

undeclared «dj. not declared. 

undecorated adj. 1 not adorned; plain. 2 not 
honoured with an award. 

undefeated ad). not defeated. 

undefended aj. not defended. 

undefiled «dj. not detiled: pure. 

undefined adj. 1 not defined. 2 not clearly marked; 
vague, indefinite. O undefinably ad. 

undelivered «adj. not delivered or handed over. 

undemanding a/j. not demanding; easily satisfied. 

undemocratic adj. not democratic. O undemo- 
cratically ad 

undemonstrative ad). not expressing [eelings ete. 
outwardly; reserved. O undemonstratively adv. 

undeniable adj. 1 wnable to be denied or disputed: 
certain, 2 excellent (zea, of undeniable character), 
nundeniably ad. 

undenied «ij. not clenied. 

undependable ad. not to be depended upon; 
unreliable 

under e //. 1 a in or to a position lower than: 
below; beneath ( fell uider the table, under the left eve) 
b within, on the inside of wreore a vest under his shirt, 
2 a inferior to: less than (a captain is under a major: 
1s under 18). b at or for a lower cost than (eas under 
£20). 3a subject or hable to; controlled by (dives 
under oppression, under pain of death: burn under Saturn: 
the country proypered under him. b undergoing 1 
under repair). e Classified or subsumecl in that hoo 
under biulog, gues under many nanes). & at the foot of a1 
sheltered by [I cliff, 


dud unde the wall. under th 


QO] 


5 planted with (a crop). 6 powered by (sail, steam, 
etc.). @ adv. 1 in or to a lower position or condition 
(kept him under), 2 collog. in or into a state of uncon- 
sciousness (put him under for the operation). @ adj. lower 
(the under jaw). OQ under one’s arm sce arm". under 
arms sce ,kM?. under one’s belt see pri. under 
one’s breath sce pein. under canvas sce 
GAnvAs. under a cloud see clovp. under control 
see coniro.. under the counter see counter! 
under cover under a roof or other shelter (see also 
cover 2. 4). under fire see rikt. under foot sce 
roor. under a person’s nose see Nosr:. under the 
rose see kos. under separate cover in another 
envelope. under the sun anywhere in the world. 
under water in and covered by water. under 
way in motion; in progress. under the weather 
sce wearer. [Old English] o undermost ad). 
under- prefix in senses of unprr: 1 below, beneath 
(undercarnage, underground ). 2 lower in status; subor- 
dinate (under-secretary). 3 insufficiently, incompletely 
(undercook: underdeveloped ). 
underachieve winir do 
normally be expected. o 
underachiever //. 
under age adj. (usu. hyphenated when attrib) not 
old enough. 
underarm e aij. S ad. 1 Sport, esp. Cricket with the 
arm below shoulder level. 2 under the arm, 3 in the 
armpit. @ 7, the armpit. 
underbelly 1. (//. -ies) the undersurface of an 
anunal, vehicle, etc., esp. as vulnerable to attack. 
underhbid e =. (7; (-bidding, pas/ ancl past part. -bid, | 
1 make a lower bid than. 2 (also absol.) Bridee etc. 
bid less on (one’s hand) than its strength warrants. 


less well than might 
underachievement /. 


underbite 7. the projection of the lower teeth | 
beyond the upper. 

underbrush ». .\. Amer undergrowth in a forest. 

undercarriage 7. 1 ¥ a wheeled retractable struc- 
ture beneath an aircraft to receive the impact on 
lanchng and support the airerafi on the ground ete. 
2 the supporting frame of a vehicle. 


B sliding 
deployment = hydraulic 
mechanism — ~y \i ram 

© 
R @ 


twin wheels 


stedel 
joint 


UNDERCARRIAGE (OF A 1950s AVRO 
VULCAN BOMBLR 


undercharge wf, 1 charge (a person) too litle. 
2 vive less than the proper charge to (a gun, an 
electric battery, cte.), _ 

underclass 7. a subordinate chiff’ top 
social class. 

undercliff 1. & a terrace 
or lower cliff formed 
by a landship. 


underclyff —— 


UNDERCLIFF 


slip plane 


underground 


underclothes 7.//. clothes worn under others, esp. 
next to the skin. 

underclothing 7. underclothes collectively. 

undercoat n. 1 a ¥ a preliminary layer of paint 
under the finishing coat. b the paint used for this. 
2 an animal’s under layer of hair or down. o under- 
coating 7. 


Sfinishing 
primer undercoat coat 
a 5 


UNDERCOAT APPLIED VO BARE 
WOOD SAMPLE 


undercook v7, cook insufficiently. 

undercover adj. (usu. altri.) 1 surreptitious. 
2 engaged in spying, esp. by working with or 
among those to be observed (undercover agent). 

undercroft ». a crypt. [Middle English, based on 
Latin crypta ‘crypt’| 

undercurrent 7. 1 a current below the surface. 
2 an underlying often contrary feeling, activity, or 
influence (an undercurrent of protest). 

undercut @ ¢./7, (-cutting: pas! and past part. -cut) 
1 sell or work at a lower price or lower wages than. 
2 Golf etc. strike (a ball) so as to make it rise high. 
3 cut away the part below or under (a thing). 
4 undermine. @ 7, Bri. the underside of a sirloin. 

underdeveloped adj. 1 not fully developed; imma- 
ture. 2 (of a country etc.) below its potential 
economic level. 3 Photog. not developed sufficiently 
to givc a normal image, O underdevelopment n. 

underdog 2. 1 a competitor thought to have little 
chance of winning. 2 a downtrodden person. 

underdone «ad. 1 not thoroughly done. 2 lightly or 
insufficiently cooked. 

underdress wir, & itr dress too plainly or too 
lightly. ‘ 

underemphasis ». (//. -emphases) an insuffi- 
cient degree of emphasis. O underemphasize 2./7. 
(also -ise). 

underemployed a. not fully employed. c under- 
employment », 

underestimate e 7/7, form too low an estimate of. 
@ #). an estimate that is too low. oO underestima- 
tion 1. 

underexpose 1/7, Photog. expose (film) for too short a 
time or with insufficient light. D underexposure 7. 

underfed adj. insufficiently fed. 


underfelt x. telt for laying under a carpet. 

under-fives n./. children who are less than five 
years old. 

underfloor atirih.adj. situated or operating beneath 
the floor (underfloor heating). 

underflow », an undercurrent, 

underfoot adv. 1 under one’s feet. 2 on the ground. 
3 in a state of subjection. 4 so as to obstruct or 
Inconvermence. 

underfund ::/, (esp. as underfunded adj.) provide 
insuflicient funding for. 0 underfunding 7. 

undergarment 7. a picce of underclothing. 

undergo wf (3rd sing present -goes; pas! -went: 
pas! part. ~gone) be subjected to; suffer; endure. 
[Old English] 

undergrad ». collog. = UNorrcRranuare. 

undergraduate 7. a student at a university who 
has not yet taken a first degree. 

underground e ad:. 1 beneath the surface of the 
ground. 2 in or into secrecy or hiding. @ adj. 1 situ- 
ated underground. 2 secret, hidden, esp. working 
secretly to subvert a ruling power, 3 unconven- 
tional, experimental (undersround press). @ n. 1 Brit. 
an underground railway. 2 a secret group or ac- 
tivity, esp. aiming to subvert the established order. 
@ #17, lay (cables) below ground level. 


undergrowth 


undergrowth 7. a dense growth of shrubs etc., esp. 
under large trees. 

underhand e ad. 1 secret, clandestine, not above 
board. 2 deceptive, crafty. 3 Sport, esp. Baseball 
underarm. @ adv. in an underhand manner. [Old 
English] 

underhanded adj. © adv. = unpernann. 


underlay’ e »,/7, (past and past part. -laid) lay some- 
thing under (a thing) to support or raise it (underlaid 
the tiles with felt). @ n. ¥ a thing laid under another, 
esp. material laid under a carpet or mattress as 
protection or support. 


a Usage Care should be taken not to confuse under- 
lay, a somewhat rare verb, with underlie. See also 
Usage Note at tay’, 


felt 


underlay 


underlay for small rugs 


hessian- 
backed 
rubber 
underlay . 


UNDERLAY TYPES 


underlay? past of unpersm. 

underlie 7/7. (-lying; past -lay; past part. -lain) 
1 (also absol.) he or be situated under (a stratum 
etc.). 2 (also absol.) (esp. as underlying adj.) be the 
basis of (a doctrine, law, conduct, etc.). 3 exist 
beneath the superficial aspect of. 

underline e v./7 1 draw a line under (a word etc.) 
to give emphasis or draw attention or indicate italic 
or other special type. 2 emphasize, stress. @ 7. 1a 
line drawn under a word etc. 2 a caption below an 
illustration. 

underlinen 7. underclothes esp. of linen. 

underling 7. usu. derog. a subordinate. 

underlip 7. the lower lip of a person or animal. 

underlying pres. part. of CNveERiL. 

undermanned adj. having too few people as crew 
or stall. 

undermentioned adj. Bri. mentioned later in a 
book ete. 

undermine v7, 1 injure (a person, reputation, 
influence, etc.) by secret or insidious means. 
2 weaken, injure, or wear out (health etc.) imper- 
cepubly or insidiously. 3 wear away the base or 
foundation of (rivers undermine then banks), 4 make an 
excavauon under, [Middle English] ca under- 
miner /i. 

underneath e fe. 1 at or to a lower place than. 
below. 2 on the inside of. @ adv. 1 at or to a lower 
place. 2 inside. @ n. the lower surface or part. @ ad). 
lower. [Old English] 

undernourished adj. insufliciently nourished. 
D undernourishment n. 

underpaid /as/ and past part. of cvnirray. 

underpants i.)/. an undergarment, esp. men’s, 
covering the lower part of the body and usu. part of 
the Ices. 

underpart ”, (usu. in fi.) a lower part, esp. a part of 
the underside of an animal. 

underpass ”. I a road etc. passing under another. 
2 a crossing of this form. 

underpay 2/7: (past and pas! parl. -paid) pay too 
little to (a person) or for (a thing). 0 underpay- 
ment //. 

underperform 2. 1 i/r. perform less well or be less 
profitable than expected. 2 é perform less well or 
be less profitable than, o underperformance 7. 


underpin 2/7. (-pinned, -pinning) 1 support from 
below with masonry etc. 2 support, strengthen. 

underplay w 1 / play down the importance of. 
2 init, G tr. Thealr. perform with deliberate restraint. 

underpopulated adj. having an insufficient or 
very small population. 

underpowered a. lacking full electrical, mechan- 
ical, etc. power; lacking sufficient amplification. 

underprice w/z price lower than what is usual or 
appropriate. 

underprivileged e adj. 1 less privileged than 
others. 2 not enjoying the normal standard of 
living or rights in a society. @ n. (prec. by éhe; treated 
as fl.) underprivileged people. 

underproduction 7. production of less than is 
usual or required. 

underrate v./7, have too low an opinion of. 

under-represent v/7 (usu. as under-repre- 
sented adj.) not include (a social group, specimen, 
type, etc.) in sufficient numbers. 

underscore @ 7/7, = UNDERIJNE J. @ 7. = UNDERLINE 7. 1. 

undersea ad}. below the sea or the surface of the sea. 

underseal £7ii, @ »./7, seal the underpart of (esp. a 
motor vehicle against rust etc.). @ 7. a protective 
coating for undersealing, 

under-secretary 7. (//. -ies) a subordinate offi- 
cial, esp. Bri. a junior minister or senior civil 
servant or U'S the principal assistant to a member of 
the Cabinet. 

undersell »./7, (pas! and past part. -sold) 1 sell ata 
lower price than (another seller). 2 sell at less than 
the true value. 

undersexed adj. having unusually weak sexual 
desires. 

undershirt n. esp. .\. {mer an undergarment worn 
under a shirt: a vest. 

undershoot e 2/7, (past and past part. -shot) 1 land 
short of (a runway etc.). 2 shoot short of or below. 
e 7. the’act or an instance of undershooting. 

undershorts 7. ('S shori underpants; trunks. 

underside n. the lower or under side or surface. 

undersigned adj. whose signature is appended (zee, 
the undersigned, wish to state ...). 

undersized adj. (also undersize) of less than the 
usual size. 

underskirt 7. a skirt worn under another; a petti- 
coal. 

underslung «dj. 1 supported from above. 2 (of a 
vehicle chassis) hanging lower than the axles. 

undersold past and past part. of UNpisias.. 

underspend e »% (/asi and pas! parl. -spent) 
1 @ spend less than (a specified amount). 2 intr G 
refl. spend too little. e x. 1 the act of underspending. 
2 an instance of this. 3 the amount by which a 
specified amount is underspent. 

understaffed = ad). 
0 understaffing 1. 

understand », (/as/ and pasi part. -stood; 
1 i perceive the meaning of (words, a 
person, a language, etc.) (dves nol understand 
what you say; understood you perfectly; cannot 
understand French). 2 t. perceive the signifi- 
cance or explanation or cause of (do nol 
understand why he came, do not understand the 
point of her remark). 3 tr. be sympathetically 


having too few. staff. 


underweight 


understanding e 7. 1 a the ability to understand 
or think; intelligence. b the power of apprehen- 
sion; the power of abstract thought. 2 an indivicl- 
ual’s perception of a situation etc. 3 an agreement; 
a thing agreed upon, esp. informally (had an under- 
standing with the rival company; consented only on this 
understanding). 4 harmony in opinion or feeling 
(disturbed the good understanding between them). 5 sympa- 
thetic awareness or tolerance. @ ad. 1 having 
understanding or insight or good judgement. 
2 sympathetic to others’ feelings. O understand- 
ingly adi. 

understate vf 1 express in greatly or unduly 
restrained terms. 2 represent as being less than it 
actually is. O understatement 7. 

understeer e 7. a tendency of a vehicle to turn less 
sharply than was intended. @ wnt have such a 
tendency, 

understood pas! and past part. of UNDERSTAND. 

understorey 7. (//. -eys) (also understory, //. 
-ies) 1 a layer of vegetation beneath the main 
canopy of a forest. > rainroresr. 2 the plants form- 
ing this, 

understudy esp. Thealr. @ n. (pl. -ies) a person who 
studies another's role or duties in order to act at 
short notice in the absence of the other. @ w./r; (-ies. 
-ied) 1 study (a role etc.) as an understudy. 2 act as 
an understudy to (a person). 

undersubscribed adj. without sufficient 
scribers, participants, etc. 

undersurface 1. the lower or under surface. 

undertake ». tr ( pas/ -took; past pari. -taken) 1 bind 
oneself to perform, make oneself responsible for, 
engage in, enter upon (work, an enterprise, a 
responsibility). 2 (usu. foll. by fo + infin.) promise. 
3 suarantee, affirm (/ will undertake that he has nol 
heard a word). 


sub- 


undertaker 7. a person whose business is to make 
arrangements for funerals. 

undertaking 7. 1 work etc. undertaken, an enter- 
prise (a serious undertaking). 2 a promise. 3 the 
management of funerals as a profession. 

undertenant 77. a subtcnant. 

under-the-counter «(irib.ad. (csp. of illicit goods) 
obtained surreptitiously (cf under the counter 
(counriR)), 

underthings ».//. collog. underclothes. 

undertint 7. a subdued tint. 

undertone 7. 1 a subdued tone of sound or colour. 
2 an underlying quality, 3 an undercurrent of feel- 
ing, 

undertook past of unpirrane. 

undertow 7. W a current below the surface of the 
sea moving in the opposite direction to the surface 
current, 


breaker 


beach | 


surface current 


ase 


aware of the character or nature of, know 
how to deal with (quite understand your difficulty, cannot 
understand him at all, could never understand algebra). 
4 i a infer, take as imphed, take for granted 
(L understand that it bcsins at noon, I understand him to be 
a distant relation. b (absol., belheve or assume from 
knowledge or inference 
understand). 5. fr supply (a word) mentally (the verb 
may be either expressed or understood ). 6 intr, have under- 
standing, 0 understand each other I know each 
other’s views or feclings. 2 be in agreement or 
collusion. [Old English] 0 understandable ad). 
understandability 7. understandably ad: 
understander »/. 


he is coming lomorrow, I 


seabed | undertoze’ 


UNDERTOW 


underuse e 2/7, /-yooz/ use below the optimum 
level. @ 2. /-yooss/ insufficient use. 

undervalue wi: (-values, -valued. -valuing 
1 value insufficiently, 2 underestimate. o under- 
valuation . 

underwater e adj. situated or done under water. 
@ adi. under water. 

underwear 7). underclotics. 

underweight @ adj. cighing less than is normal o 
desirable, @ 7, insullicicnt weight 


90D 


underwent 


underwent fas! of uxprrco. 

underwhelm 1! joc. fail to impress. [on the 
pattern of overehelm| 

underwing 7. the underside of a bird’s wing. 

underwood 7. undergroath. 

underwork ». 1 /: impose too little work on. 2 ifr. 
clo too little work. 

underworld 1. 1 those who live by organized crime 
and immorality, 2 the mythical abode of the dead 
under the earth. 

underwrite 1 (fas! -wrote; pasi parl. -written) 
1 a /r sign, and acccpt liability under (an insurance 
policy). b / accept (liability) in this way. ¢ inér. prac- 
tise insurance. 2 /, undertake to finance or support. 
3 ir. engage to buy ail the stock in (a company ete.) 
not bought by the public. 4 & write below (the under- 
weritten names). Q underwriter 7. 

undeserved adj. not cleserved. 0 undeservedly 
adv, 

undeserving adj. not deserving. 


undesigned adj. unintentional. 0 undesignedly 
adv. 


undesirable @ adj. objectionable, unpleasant. 
® n. an undesirable person. G undesirability 2. 
undesirably adu, 

undesired ad. not desired. 

undetectable adj. not detectable, G undetectably 
ade. 

undetected adj. not detected. 

undeterred ad. not deterred. 

undeveloped adj. not developed. 

undiagnosed a7. not diagnosed. 

undid fas! of wvno. 

undies /un-diz/ 2.pl. collog. (esp. women’s) under- 
clothes. 

undifferentiated ad. not diflerenuatecd; amorph- 
ous, 

undigested adj. 1 not digested. 2 \esp. of mforma- 
tion, facts, etc.) not properly arranged or con- 
sidered. 

undignified ad). lacking dignity. 

undiluted adj. 1 not diluted. 2 complete, utter. 

undiminished adj. not diminished! or lessened. 

undine /un-deen/ 7. a female water spirit. [based 
on Latin unda‘a wave’] 

undiplomatic ad. taciless. 0 undiplomatically 
adv. 

undischarged adj. (esp. of a 
discharged. 

undisciplined adj. lacking discipline; not discip- 
linect. 


bankrupt) not 


undisclosed adj. not revealed or made known. 
undiscoverable ad). that cannot be discovered. 
undiscovered ad). not discovered. 
undiscriminating «dj. not showing good judge- 
ment. 

undiscussed «adj. not discussed. 

undisguised adj. noi disguised. 6 undisguisedly 
adv. 

undismayed «adj. not clisinayed 

undisputed ad, not disputed or called in question. 

undissolved ad). not dissulved. 

undistinguished aq). not distinguished; mediocre. 

undisturbed adj. not disturbed or interfered with. 

undivided ad). not divided or shared; whole, entire 
‘gave him my undwided attention). 

undo 7/7, (5rd ving. prevent -does; pas! -did: past part. 
-done} | a untasten (a coat. button, parcel, etc.), 
b unlasten the clothing of (a person). 2 annul, 
cancel cannot undo the past). 3 ruin the prospects, 
reputation, or morals of. |Old English] 

undocumented «/. 1 (8 not having the appropri- 
ate document. 2 not proved by or recorded in 
documents. 

undoing #. I ruin ora cause of ruin. 2 the process 
of reversiny what has been done. 3 the action of 
opening or unfastenimeg. 


GO 


undomesticated adj. not domesticated. 

undone adj. 1 not done (lefi the job undone). 2 not 
fastened (/eff the buttons undone). 3 archaic ruined. 

undoubted adj. certain, not questioned. 0 un- 
doubtedly ad 

undraped adj. 1 not covered with drapery. 2 naked. 

undreamed «dj. (also undreamt) (often foll. by 9/) 
not dreamed or thought of or imagined. 

undress e v. 1 ini, take off one’s clothes. 2 / take 
the clothes off (a person). @ x. 1 ordinary dress as 
opposed to full dress or uniform (also attrib: undress 
cap). 2 casual or informal dress. 3 the state of being 
naked or only partially clothed. 

undressed ad. 1 not or no longer dressed. 2 (of 
leather etc.) not treated. 3 (of food) not having a 
dressing. 

undrinkable adj. unfit for drinking. 

undue ad). (usu. atirib.) 1 excessive, disproportionate. 
2 not suitable. 0 unduly «dz. 

undulate /un-dew-layt/ winir G ir have or cause 
to have a wavy motion or look. [based on Latin 
unda*a wave’ | 

undulation /un-dew-lay-shon/ n. 1 a wavy 
motion or form, a gentle rise and fall. 2 each wave 
of this. 3 a set of wavy lines. 

undulatory /un-dew-lay-tori/ ad. 1 undulaung, 
wavy. 2 of or due to undulation. 

undutiful ad. not dutiful. 

undyed adj. not dyed. 

undying aq. 1 immortal. 2 unending (undying love). 

unearned ad). not earned. 

unearned income 7. income from interest 
payments etc. as opposed to salary, wages, or fees. 

unearth 7./; 1 discover by searching or in the 
course of digging or rummaging. 2 dig out of the 
earth. 

unearthly aq. 1 supernatural, mysterious, 2 collog. 
absurdly early or inconvenient (got up al an unearthly 
hour), 3 not earthly. O unearthliness n. 

unease 7. lack of ease. ciscomlort. distress. 

uneasy adj. (uneasier, uneasiest) 1 disturbed 
or uncomfortable in mimd or body (passed an 
uneasy night), 2 disturbing ,had an uneasy suspicion). 
0 uneasily ad?. uneasiness /1. 

uneatable ad). not able to be eaten, esp. because of 
its condition (cf incpipi.. 

uneaten ad). not caten: left undevoured. 

uneconomic adj. not economic; incapable of bemg 
profitably operated etc. G uneconomically adv. 

uneconomical adj. not economical; wastetil. 

unedifying adj. not edifying, esp. uninstructive or 
degrading. 0 unedifyingly adi. 

unedited «adj. not edited. 

uneducated adj. noi cducated. o uneducable ad). 

unelectable adj. holding views likely to bring 
defeat at an election. 

unelected adj. not elected. 

unembarrassed adj. not embarrassed. 

unemotional adj, not emotional; lacking emotion. 
D0 unemotionally adv. 

unemphatic ad. not emphatic. 0 unemphat- 
ically adz 

unemployable e ad. wnfitted for paid employ- 
ment. @ 7, an unemployable person. G unemploy- 
ability ». 

unemployed e «dj. 1 out of work. 2 not in use. 
@ x. (prec. by the; treated as pl.) unemployed people. 

unemployment 7. 1 the state of beimg un- 
employed. 2 the condition or extent of this ina coun- 
try or region ete. (the North has higher unemployment). 

unemployment benefit ”. a payment made by 
the state or Gin the US) a trade union to an un- 
employed person. 

unencumbered «dj. L (of an estate) not having any 
liabilities (e.g. a mortgage), 2 having no encum- 
brance: (ree, 

unending «//j. having or apparently having no end. 
Oo unendingly ad. 


unfashionable 


unendowed adj. not endowed. 

unendurable adj. that cannot be endured. 0 unen- 
durably adi. 

unenforceable adj. impossible to enforce. 

un-English aq. 1 not characteristic of the English, 
2 not English. 

unenjoyable adj. not enjoyable. 

unenlightened ad. not enlightened. 

unenterprising (dj. not enterprising. 

unenthusiastic adj. not enthusiastic. 0 unenthu- 
siastically adv. 

unenviable ad. not enviable. 0 unenviably ado. 

unequal adj. 1 not equal. 2 of varying quality. 
3 lacking equal advantage to both sides (an unequal 
bargain). O unequally adv. 

unequalled adj. (US unequaled) superior to all 
others. 

unequipped adj. not equipped. 

unequivocal adj. not ambiguous, plain, unmistak- 
able. O unequivocally adv. 

unerring adj. not erring, failing, or missing the 
mark; true, certain. 0 unerringly adv. 

UNESCO /yoo-nes-koh/ adbz (also Unesco) 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization. 

unessential @ adj. 1 not essential. 2 not of the first 
importance. @ 7. an unessential part or thing. 

unestablished adj. not established. 

unethical adj. not ethical, esp. unscrupulous in 
business or professional conduct. 0 unethically ado. 

uneven adj. 1 not level or smooth. 2 not uniform or 
equable. 3 (of a contest) unequal. 0 unevenly adv, 
unevenness /. 

uneventful ad. not eventful. o uneventfully adv. 
uneventfulness n. 

unexamined adj. not examined. 

unexceptionable ad). entirely satisfactory. 0 unex- 
ceptionably adv. 

a Usage See Usage Note at e:Xci.prionaBLe. 


unexceptional ad. not out of the ordinary; usual, 
normal. oO unexceptionally adi. 


es Usage See Usage Note at ixchrtionaBie, 


unexcitable adj. not easily excited. 0 unexcitabil- 
ity 7. 

unexciting adj. not exciting; dul. 

unexpected «dj. not expected; surprising. O unex- 
pectedly ad. unexpectedness 7. 

unexpired adj. that has not yet expired. 

unexplainable ad. inexplicable. 0 unexplain- 
ably ado. 

unexplained cd. not explained. 

unexploded adj. (usu. alin.) (of a bomb cte.) that 
has not exploded. 

unexplored «ad. not explored. 

unexposed ad). not exposed. 

unexpressed adj. not expressed or made known 
(unexpressed fears). 

unexpurgated ad. (esp. of a text etc.) not expur- 
gated: complete. 

unfading «dj. that never fades. 

unfailing ad. 1 not failing. 2 not running short. 
3 constant. 4 reliable. G unfailingly adv. unfail- 
ingness /i, 

unfair adj. 1 not equitable or honest (obtained by 
unfair means). 2 not impartial or according to the 
rules (unfair play). [Old English] o unfairly adv. 
unfairness 1. 

unfaithful adj. 1 not faithful, esp. adulterous. 2 not 
loyal. 3 treacherous. 0 unfaithfully adv. unfaith- 
fulness 7. 

unfaltering adj. not faltering; steady, resolute. 

unfalteringly ad: 

unfamiliar q/). not familiar. o unfamiliarity 7. 

unfashionable adj. not fashionable. o unfashion- 
ably ade. 


unfasten 


unfasten ». 1 &% ©& int, make or become loose. 
2 i, open the fastening(s) of. 3 @ detach. 

unfastened ad. 1 that has not been fastened. 2 that 
has been loosened, opened, or detached. 

unfatherly adj. not befitting a father. 

unfathomable ad. incapable of being fathomed. 
0 unfathomably adv. 

unfathomed adj. 1 of unascertained depth. 2 not 
fully explored or known. 

unfavourable ad. (US unfavorable) not 
favourable; adverse, hostile. o unfavourably ado. 

unfavourite ad. (US unfavorite) collog. least 
favourite: most disliked. 

untazed «adj. colloy. untroubled; not disconcerted. 

unfeasible adj. not feasible; impractical. 0 unfeas- 
ibility n. unfeasibly adv. 

unfed adj. not fed. 

unfeeling adj. unsympathetic, harsh, not caring 
about others’ feclings. [Old English] 0 unfeel- 
ingly adv. 

unfeigned adj. gcnuine, sincere. 0 unfeignedly 
ad. 

unfeminine adj. not in accordance with, or appro- 
priate to, female character. 0 unfemininity 2. 

unfenced adj. 1 not provided with fences. 2 unpro- 
tected. 

unfermented ad. not fermented. 

unfertilized adj. (also -ised) not fertilized. 

unfettered adj. unrestrained, unrestricted. 

unfilled adj. not filled. 

unfiltered adj. 1 not filtered. 2 (of a cigarette) not 
provided with a filter. 

unfinished adj. not finished; incomplete. 

unfit e adj. (often foll. by for, or to + infin.) not fit. 
e wi (unfitted, unfitting) (usu. foll. by for) make 
unsuitable. 0 unfitness 7. 

unfitted aq. 1 not fit. 2 not fitted or suited. 3 not 
provided with fittings. 

unfitting adj. not fitting or suitable, unbecoming. 
Ounfittingly ade. 

unfix v.fr 1 release or loosen from a fixed state. 
2 detach. 

unfixed ad}, not fixed. 

unflagging adj. tircless, persistent. 6 unflaggingly 
adv, 

unflappable adj. co/log. imperturbable; remaining 
calm in a crisis. unflappability 7. unflappably 
ado, 

unflattering ad). pot flattering. 0 unflatteringly 
ado. 

unfledged ad. 1 (of a person) mexperienced. 2 \of 
a bird) not yet fledged. 

unflinching ad. not flinching. 0 unflinchingly 
ado. 

unfocused «dj. (also unfocussed) not focused. 

unfold ¢. 1 /, open the fold or folds of, spreacl out. 
2 t reveal (thoughts etc.). 3 intr become opened 
out. 4 int, develop. [Old English] 0 unfoldment 
nos. 

unforced adj. 1 not produced by effort; easy, 
natural. 2 not compelled or constrained. 

unforeseeable adj. not foresceable. 

unforeseen adj. not foreseen. 

unforgettable adj. that cannot be forgotten; 
memorable, wonderful (an unforgettable experience 
0 unforgettably adv. 

unforgivable ad). that cannot be forgiven. 0 unfor- 
givably adi. 

unforgiven ad). not forgiven. 

unforgiving ad. not forgiving O unforgivingly 
adv. unforgivingness 2. 

unforgotten adj. not forgotten. 

unformed adj. 1 not formed. 2 shapeless. 3 not 
developed. 

unforthcoming adj. not forthcoming. 

unfortified ad). not forulied 

unfortunate e «dj. 1 having bad fortunc; 


ungulate 


unlucky. 2 unhappy. 3 regrettable. 4 disastrous. 
@ n. an unfortunate person. 

unfortunately adv. 1 (qualifying a whole sentence) 
it is unfortunate that. 2 in an unfortunate manner. 

unfounded adj. having no foundation (unfounded 
hopes; unfounded rumour). 

unframed ad}. (esp. of a picture) not framed. 

unfree adj. deprived or devoid of liberty. 0 unfree- 
dom 7. 

unfreeze v. (fast unfroze; past part. unfrozen) 
1 & cause to thaw. 2 intr, thaw. 3 é remove restric- 
tions from, make (assets, credits, etc.) realizable. 

unfrequented adj. not frequented. 

unfriendly adj. (unfriendlier, unfriendliest) not 
friendly. 5 unfriendliness 7. 

unfrock 0/7 = prrrock. 

unfroze past of UNFREEZE. 

unfrozen pas! part. of uxrRELze. 

unfruitful adj. 1 not producing good results, 
unprofitable. 2 not producing fruit or crops. 
Oo unfruitfully adv. unfruitfulness 2. 

unfulfilled adj. not fulfilled. 0 unfulfillable adj. 
unfulfilling adj. 

unfunded adj. (of a debt) not funded. 

unfunny ad). (unfunnier, unfunniest) not amus- 
ing (though meant to be). 0 unfunnily adv. unfun- 
niness /. 

unfurl ¢. 1 / spread out (a sail, umbrella, etc.). 2 intr, 
become spread out. 

unfurnished a¢j. without furniture. 

ungainly adj. (of a person, animal, or movement) 
awkward, clumsy. [based on Old Norse gegn 
‘straight’] O ungainliness n. 

ungallant ad). not gallant. oO ungallantly adu. 


ungenerous ad. not generous; mean. 0 ungener- 
osity adi. ungenerously 1. 

ungentlemanly ad). not gentlemanly. 0 ungentle- 
manliness 1. 


UNGULATE 

Ungulate is a general term applied 

to the two orders of hoofed ; 
mammals: perissodactyls and 
artiodactyls. Perissodactyls have 
one or three functional toes, and 
include horses. rhinoceroses, and 
tapirs. Artiodactyls have two or 
four functional toes, and include 
cattle, sheep, camels, giraffes, pigs, 
and hippopotamusces. In many 
two-toed ungulates the narrow gap 
between the toes forms a cloven 
hoof, The majority of two-toed 
ungulates are ruminants. 


SY TAS (OF UINIGA BIPRSSIEE 


ARTIODACTYLS 


PWO-LOLD 
(camels, cattle, 
goats) & CAMILA 


VOUR-LOLD 
(hippopotamuses. 
pigs) 


»4* 


PERISSODACTYLS 


ONE-TORD 
thorses. zebras 


unget-at-able ad). collog. inaccessible. 

unglamorous ad. 1 lacking glamour or attraction. 
2 mundane. 

unglazed aq. not glazed. 

ungloved ad. not wearing a glove or gloves. 

ungodly adj. 1 impious, wicked. 2 collog. outrageous 
(an ungodly hour to arrive). O ungodliness n. 

ungovernable ad. uncontrollable, violent. 
a ungovernability 7. ungovernably adz. 

ungraceful adj. not graceful. 0 ungracefully adv. 
ungracefulness 7. 

ungracious ad. 1 not kindly or courteous; unkind. 
2 unattractive. O ungraciously adv. ungracious- 
ness 2. 

ungrammatical adj. contrary to the rules of 
grammar. D ungrammiaticality 7. ungrammiat- 
ically adv. ungrammaticalness 2. 

ungrateful ad. not feeling or showing gratitude. 

gd ungratefully adv. ungratefulness n. 

ungreen ad 1 not supporting protection of the 
environment. 2 harmful to the environment. 

ungrounded adj. 1 having no basis or justification; 
unfounded. 2 Elect, not earthed. 3 (foll. by mm a 
subject) not properly instructed. 4 (of an aircraft, 
ship, etc.) no longer grounded. 

ungrudging adj. not grudging. 0 ungrudgingly 
adv 

unguarded ad. 1 incautious, thoughtless (an 
unguarded remark), 2 not guarded; without a guard. 
0 unguardedly adi. unguardedness 1. 

unguent /ung-gew-ént/ n. a soft substance used as 
ointment or for lubrication. [from Latin unguentum| 

unguessable adj. that cannot be guessed or im- 
agined. 


unguided adj. not guided in a particular path or 
direction: lefi to take its own course. 

ungulate /ung-gew-lat/ e@ adj. hoofed. en. ¥ a 
hoofed mammal. [based on Latin ungula ‘little claw’] 
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unhallowed 


unhallowed ad). t not consecrated. 
2 not sacred: unholy, wicked. 

unhampered adj. not hampered. 

unhand «7. /{/erary or joc. 1 take one’s 
hands off (a person). 2 release 
from one’s grasp. 

unhang 2/7. (past and past part. 
unhung; take down trom a 
hanging position, 


Afi rop last 


unhappy ad. unhappier, unhappi- 
est) 1 not happy, miserable. 2 unsuccessful. 
unfortunate. 3 causing misfortune. 4 disastrous. 
5 mauspicious. 0 unhappily ad:. unhappiness 

unharbour ::/7, Brit. dislodge ja deer) from a covert. 

unharmed adj. n0( harmed. 

unharmful @dj. not harmtul. 

unharness @:/7 remove a harness from. 

unhatched ad. (of an egg etc.) not hatched. 

unhealed ad). not vet healed. 

unhealthy «¢). unhealthier, unhealthiest 1 not 
in good health. 2 a (of a place etc.) harmful to 
health. b unwholesome. ¢ s/ang dangerous to lite. 
od unhealthily ad. unhealthiness ») 

unheard adj. 1 not heard. 2 usu. unheard-of 
unprecedented, unknown 


unheated adj. not heated, 

unheeded adj. not heeded: disregarded. 

unheeding «7. not giving heed; heedless. c unheed- 
ingly adi: 

unhelpful ad. not helpful. o unhelpfully ac: 
unhelpfulness ». 


unheralded «dj. not heralded: unannounced 


unheroic ad). 

unhesitating ad). without hesitation. G unhesitat- 
ingly ad: 

unhindered ad). not hindered. 

unhinge @/r 1 take (a door ct 
2 \esp. as unhinged ad; 
person's mincl ete.), make (a person) crazy 

unhistorical aq. not historical. 0 unhistorically 
adi. 

unhitch i:/. 1 release from a hitched state, 2 unhook. 
untasten 


not heroic. a unheroically tae 


off its hinges. 
unsettle or disorder (a 


unholy ad. (unholier, unholiest; 1 impious, 
profane, wicked. 2 collog. dreadful, outrageous 
made an unholy row about 3 not holy. [Old 
English] oO unholiness 1 

unhook 7! 1 hook or 
2 unfasten by releasing a hook or hooks 

unhoped id). fol]. by / 

unhorse 2! I throw or drag from a horse, 2 (of a 
horse) throw 3 dislodes 


not provided with or living im a 


remove trom hooks. 


7) not hoped tor or expected. 
overthrow, 


1 rider 

unhoused 
house: homele 

unhuman ai 1! 
3 inhuman. brutal 


not human. 2 superhuman. 

unhung «ad. L not ivet executed by hanging. 2 not 
hung up for exhibition 

unhurried «/). not hurvicd. G unhurriedly 

unhurt adj. not hurt 

unhusk i./: remove a husk or shell from 

hywieni 


unhygienic @/). not 


ade 


unhyphenated «7. not hyphenated 


0 unhygienically 


uni 7. | p/. unis: esp. Aeadral. & VL A UNIVErSity 


Dy form Isting Of on 


uni- one: hi 
Laun] 

Uniate e « i ory 
Christians in § 
acknowledge 
JIturgy etc. @ member 
[based on Latin wu 


mg or cot 


community of 
Near East that 


but retains its own 


lang to any 
Europ or the 
papal supremac 
of such a community: 


‘union | 


unicameral ¢7/). with a sinele levislative chamber 


[based on Lain ra chamber 

UNICEF  yoo-ni-sc| Cited’ Nations Chal 
dren's ongimally Internattonal Child Emer- 
gency) Fund. 


OO 


UNICELLULAR ORGANISM 
A DESMID. 


unicellular adj. < (of an organ- 
ism, Organ, tissuc, etc.) Consisting 
of a single cell. 
unicorn 77. a fabulous animal 
usually represented as a horse 
with a straight) horn. 
[based on Latin cornu hori’) 


cell 
wall 


single 


unicycle 7. » a single- 
wheeled cycle, esp. as used by 
acrobats. O unicyclist 2. 


MEAG NTPTED 


unideal «di. not ideal. 

unidentifiable adj. unable to be identified. 
unidentified a7}. not identlicd. 

one 


unidimensional having (only 


dimension. 


adj. 


unidirectional ad). having only 
direction of motion, operation, etc 
oO unidirectionally «ad 

unification 7). the act or an instance of 
unifying: the state of being unified. 
Ounificatory ad). 

Unification Church . 4 religious organ- 
ization founded in 1954 im Korea by Sun 
Myung Moon yet Moont) 

uniform e adj. 1 not changing in form or character: 
the same, unvarving «present a uniform app 
all of u 2 conlorming to the same stand- 
ard. rules, or pattern. @ 7. W uniform distinctive 
clothing worn by members of the same body, e.g 
by soldiers, police, and schoolchildren. @ @/: clothe 
Ww uniform (a uniformed offte 
0 uniformity 1. | //. -ies), uniformly ad. 


one 


ANCE? 


{from Latin waiformis| 


unify @:/r \-ies, -ied) \also abel.) reduce to unity o1 
uniformity, [from Late Latin wiificare] O unifier 1 
unilateral ad. 1 performed by or affecting only 
one person or party 


de hay allon f 


unilateral 
2 one-sided. O unilat- 


unitateral disarmament: 
l independence 
erally aii 
unilateralism 1. 1 unilateral disarmament. 2 C'S 
the pursuit of a foreign policy without allies. 
Oo unilateralist 1. & ud). 
unilluminated «/). not iuminated. 
unillustrated ad). (esp. of a book) without illustra- 
tholis 
unimaginable — ad 
Oo unimaginably adi 


unpossible to imagine, 
unimaginative adj. lacking nnagination; stolid, 
dull. G unimaginatively ad. unimaginative- 
ness ?. 

unimpaired @¢/). not unpaired. 

unimpeachable ad. giving no opportunity fo 
censure; beyond reproach or question. O wnim- 
peachably «di 


UNIFORM 

Uniforms make a group of people immeci- 

ately identifiable, which can be important 

lor members of the emergency services and 
| the armed forces. ‘They also set a clear stan- 


ENAMPLES OF UNIFORMS 


+ 


AUSTRALEAN 
TIRLELGIEEER 


BRITISH 
PLIGH] 
LUE OTE 


AAIURIGAN 
SU BVIARINE 
CON TFADENTRS 


UNICYCLE 


uninvited 


unimpeded cj. not impeded. 
unimportance 7. lack of importance. 
unimportant @dj. not important. 
unimposing adj. unimpressive. 0 untmposingly 
adv ; 
unimpressed adj. not impressed. 
unimpressionable aq. not impressionable. 
unimpressive adj. not impressive. 
c unimpressively cd’. unimpressive- 
ness /. 
unimproved «dj. 1 not made better. 2 (of land) 
not used for agriculture or building; not devel- 
oped. 
uninflected ad. 1 Gram. (of a language) not 
having inflecuons. 2 not changing or vary- 
ing. 
uninfluenced ad). (often foll. by by) not 
influenced. 
uninfluential adj. having little or no 
influence. 


uninformative ad. not informative; 
aiving little information. 
uninformed ad. 1 not informed or 


instructed, 2 ignorant, uneducated. 

uninhabitable ad). that cannot be inhabited. 

uninhabited adj. not tnhabited. 

uninhibited adj. not inhibited. O unimhibitedly 
adz:. uninhibitedness 1. 

uninitiated adj. not mitiated; not admitted or 
instructed. 

uninjured adj, not injured. 

uninspired adj. 1 not mspired. 2 :of oratory ete. 
commonplace. 

uninspiring ¢@d. not inspiring. O uninspiringly 
adi 

uninsurable ad). that cannot be insured. 

uninsured «ad. not wsured. 

unintelligent qd. ndt intelligent. oO unintelli- 
gently adi: “ 

unintelligible ad. not intelligible. o unintelligi- 
bility 7. unintelligibly ad 

unintended ad). not igtended. 

unintentional adj. not intentional. O uninten- 
tionally ad 

uninterested aj. 1 not interested. 2 unconcerned. 
indifferent, 0 uninterestedly ad:. uninterested- 
ness 1. 

uninteresting adj. not interesting. O uninterest- 
ingness /. 

uninterrupted ad). not interrupted. O uninter- 
ruptedly ad 

uninvited «dj. not invited. 


dard for the wearer in terms of quality 
and function. Although some uniforms 
are ceremonial, especially in the military, 
most are designed to be practical. 


e 


BRITISH 
NURSI 


AMLRICAN 
LEGHELGAIEN NES 


FRENCH 
GENDARMI 


uninviting 


uninviting ad. not inviting, unattractive, repellent. 
D uninvitingly adv. 

uninvolved adj. not involved. 

union 7. 1 the act or an instance of uniting; the 
state of being united. 2 a a whole resulting from 
the combination of parts or members. b (often 
Union) a political unit formed in this way, esp. the 
US, the UK, or South Africa. 3 = +rane ction. 
4 marriage, matrimony. 5 concord, agreement 
(lived together in perfect union). 6 (Union) (in the UK) 
aa general social club and debating society at some 
universities and colleges. b the buildings or accom- 
modation of such a society. 7 Afath. the totality of 
the members of two or more sets. 8 a jomt or 
coupling for pipes etc. 9 a fabric of mixed mater- 
ials, e.g. cotton with linen or silk. [from ecclesias- 
tical Latin uno ‘unity’] 

Union flag 2. y the national ensign of the United 
Kingdom formed by the union of the crosses of St 
George, St Andrew, and St Patrick. 


St Patrick's cross 


St Andrew's cross 


. St George’s cross 


UNION FLAG 


unionist 7. 1 a a member of a trade union. b an 
advocate of trade unions. 2 (usu. Unionist) an 
advocate of union, esp. a person opposed to the 
rupture of the parliamentary union between Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 0 unionism n. 

unionize’ 7./, @ inir. (also -ise) bring or come 
under trade-union organization or rules. 0 union- 
ization 7. 

Union Jack x. = Union Fic. 

union suit 7. .\. Amer, a single undergarment for the 
body and legs; combinations. 

uniparous adj. 1 producing one offspring at a 
birth. 2 Bot. having one axis or branch 

unipersonal adj. (of the Deity) existing only as one 
person. , 

unique ad. 1 of which there is only one; un- 
equalled; having no like, equal, or parallel. 2 disp. 
unusual, remarkable (@ unique opportunity). [based on 
Latin uwnus ‘one’] 0 uniquely ad: uniqueness 7. 


¢ 


w Usage In sense |, unique should not be qualified 
by adverbs such as absolutely, most, and guile because 
it is an absolute concept. The use of unique in sense 
2 is regarded as incorrect by some people. 


unironed ad). not ironed. 

unisex ad). (of clothing, hairstyles, etc.) designed to 
be suitable for both sexes. 

unisexual ad. 1 a of one sex. b Bol. ¥ having 
stamens or pistils but not both. 2 unisex. O uni- 
sexually adv. 


slamens , 


UNISEXUAL BEGONIA 
FLOWERS 


pistil 


NTMIEE 


IEMALE FLOWLR FLOWLR 


UNE CELE 


A unit cell consists of a set number of 
atoms in a crystal, kept together in a 

| specific arrangement by bonding forces. 
The atoms can only be arranged into 
seven identifiable forms (hexagonal is 
shown here). The form of the unit cells in 
a crystal determines that crystal’s shape. 


HEXAGONAL AQUAMARINE | 
CRYSTAL 


alom 


HEXAGONAL UNI 
CELL se 


unison e 7. 1 A\fus. coincidence in pitch of sounds 
or notes. 2 A\fus. a combination of voices or instru- 
ments at the same pitch or at pitches differing by 
one or more octaves (sang i unison). 3 agreement, 
concord (acted in perfect unison). @ adj. \dus. coinciding 
in pitch. (from Late Latin unzsonus| 

unit 7. 1 a an individual thing, person, or group, 
esp. for calculation. b each of the separate individ- 
uals or smallest groups into which a complex whole 
may be analysed (the family as the unit of society). 
2 a quantity chosen as a standard in terms of which 

e 


United States 


other quantities may be expressed (unil of heat; ST 
unit). 3 Brit. the smallest share in a unit trust. 
4 a part of a mechanism with a specified function. 
5 a piece of furniture for fitting with others like it 
or made of complementary parts. 6 a group with a 
special function in an organization. 7 a group of 
buildings, wards, etc., in a hospital. 8 the number 
‘one’. [based on Latin unus ‘one’ | 

Unitarian e 7. 1 a person who believes that God is 
not a Trinity but one person. 2 a member of a reli- 
gious body maintaining this and advocating free- 
dom from formal dogma or doctrine. @ adj. of or 
relating to the Unitarians. [based on Latin wunitas 
‘unity | o Unitarianism 2. 

unitary adj. 1 of a unit or units. 2 marked by unity 
or uniformity. 0 unitarily adv. unitarity n. 

unit cell 7. Crysiallog < the smallest repeating group 
of atoms, ions, or molecules in a crystal. > crysiat. 

unit cost 7. the cost of producing one item of 
manufacture. 

unite v. | f& G intr join together; make or become 
one: combine. 2 tf, G ini join together for a 
common purpose or action (united in their strugal 
against injustice). 3 tr G intr jom in marriage. 
4 (7, possess (qualities, features, etc.) in combination 
(uniled anger with mercy). [based on Latin unitus 
‘united’| D unitive ad). 

United Brethren 7.)/. Ecc!. the Moravians. 

United Kingdom 2. Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland (until 1922, Great Britain and Ircland),. 

United Nations 7.p/. a supranational peace-scek- 
ing organization. 

United Reformed Church 7. a Church formed 
in 1972 from the English Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational Churches. 

United States 7.f/. (in full United States of 
America) ¥ a federal republic of 50 states, mostly 
in N. America and including Alaska and Hawaii. 


1 UNITED STATES 


The United States of America, the fourth largest 
country in the world, consists of 48 contiguous 
states and two outlying ones ~ Alaska to the north- 
west, and Hawaii, a group of islands in the Pacific 
Occan 3,380 km (2,100 miles) southwest of Cahfor- 
nia. In 1787, 13 states on the east coast were united 
_ by constitutional law to establish the USA. The last 
states to join were Hawaii and Alaska, in 1959. 
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unitholder 


unitholder 2. Brit. a person with a holding in a unit 
trust. 

unit trust 7. Bri. an mvestment company investing 
combined contributions from many persons in 
various securities and paying them dividends in 
proportion to their holdings. 

unity 1. (pi. -ies) 1 oneness; being one, single, or 
individual; being formed of parts that constitute a 
whole (the pictures lack unity; national unity). 2 harmony 
or concord between persons etc. (lived together in 
unity). 3 a thing forming a complex whole (a person 
regarded as a unity). 4 \ath. the number ‘one’, the 
factor that leaves unchanged the quantity on which 
it operates. [from Latin unilas| 

Univ. abby. University. 

universal e adj. of, belonging to, or done etc. by all 
persons or things in the world or in the class 
concerned; applicable to all 
cases (the feeling was universal, met 


y : papi 
wuh universal approval). @ n. a 
term or concept of general dyes 
application. [from Old French] reacting 
O universality n. univer- 1 g/kali 
sally adv. 

universal indicator paper 5 /.,/; 

n. ® a paper stained with a i= 
mixture of dyes that changes 
colour over a range of pH a UN eee 
ti id : INDICATOR 
is used as a test for acids and PAPER 


alkalis. > PH 
universalize 2/7 (also -ise) 1 apply universally: 
give a universal character to. 2 bring into universal 
use; make available for all, O universalization n. 
universal joint 7. (also universal coupling 
V a coupling or jomt which can transmit rotary 
power by a shaft at any selected angle. 


central bearing 
Carre? 


er 


a 
~ 


_ axis 


te 


needle roller 


bearing 


UNIVERSAL JOINT 


universal language rn. an artificial language 
intended for use by all nations. 

universal suffrage 7. a suffrage extending to all 
adults with minor exceptions. 

universe 7. I all existing things: the whole creation; 
the cosmos. 2 all humankind. [from Latin universem 
thingy combined into one, whole’] 

university 7. (//. -ies) 1 an educational institution 
of advanced learning and research conferring 
degrees. 2 the members of this collectively. a at 
university esp. Bri. studying at a university. [from 
Latin universifas “the whole (world), later ‘college, 
cud’ | 

Unix 2. Computing prope a raulti-user operating 
system 

unjoin 7/7 detach from being joined; separate 

unjust qd). not just, contrary to justice or fatrness. 
oO unjustly ad. unjustness 1. 

unjustifiable adj. not justifiable. o unjustifiably 
ad, 

unjustified a7). not justified. 

unkempt ad). 1 untidy, of neglected appearance. 
2 uncombed, dishevelled. [based on archaic kemp/ 
‘cobed’| O unkemptness ». 


910 


unkept adj. 1 (of a promise, law, etc.) not observed; 
disregarded. 2 not tended; neglected. 
unkind adj. 1 not kind. 2 harsh, cruel. oO unkindly 
adv. ankindness 7. 
unknit vf (unknitted, unknitting) separate 
(things joined, knotted, or interocked). 
unknot 2/7 (unknotted, unknotting) release the 
knot or knots of. untie, 
unknowable e adj. that cannot be known. @ 7. an 
unknowable thing. G unknowability 2. 
unknowing @ adj. (often foll. by of) not knowing; 
ignorant, unconscious. @ 7”. ignorance (cloud of 
unknowing). Dunknowingly ad. unknowingness ?. 
unknown e adj. (ofien foll. by fo) not known, un- 
familiar (hzs purpose was unknown to me). @ n. 1 an 
unknown thing or person. 2 an unknown quantity 
(equation in two unknowns). 0 unknown to without 
the knowledge of. c unknownness 7. 
unknown quantity 7, a person or thing whose 
nature, significance, etc., cannot be determined. 
Unknown Soldier 7. (also Unknown 
Warrior) an unidentified representative 
member of a country’s armed forces killed in 
war, given burial with special honours in a 
national memorial. 
unlabelled aq). (US unlabeled) not labelled: 
without a label. 
unlace ¢./. 1 undo the lace or laces of. 2 unfas- 
ten or loosen in this way. 
unladen «adj. not laden. 
unladen weight 7. the weight of a vehicle etc. 
when not loaded with goods ete. 
unladylike adj. not lacytike. 
unlamented dj. not lamented. 
unlatch 7. 1 /r release the latch of. 2 ty G int. open 
or be opened in this way, 
unlawful adj. not lawful: illegal, not permissible. 
do unlawfully ad:. unlawfulness n. 
unleaded adj. 1 (of petrol etc.) without added lead. 
2 not covered, weighted, or framed with lead. 
3 Printing not spaced with leads. 
unlearn «fr (past and pas! part. unlearned or 
unlearnt) 1 discard from one’s memory. 2 rid 
oneself of (a habit, false information, cte.). 
unlearned! adj. not well educated; untaught, ig- 
norant. 
unlearned? adj. (also unlearnt) that has not been 
learnt. 
unleash ¢:/r 1 release from a leash or restraint. 2 sct 
free to engage in pursuit or attack. 
unleavened adj. not leavened; made without yeast 
or other raising agent. 
unless con. if not; except when (shall go unless 1 
hear from you, always walked unless I had a bicycle). 
[originally i, upon, etc. less: Middle English} 
unlettered adj. 1 illiterate. 2 not well educated. 
unliberated «adj. not liberated. 
unlicensed adj. not licensed, esp. Bri/, without a 
licence to sell alcoholic drink. 
unlighted adj. 1 not provided with light. 2 not set 
burning. 
unlike e adj. 1 not like; different from (is unlike both 
his parents). 2 uncharacteristic of {such behaviour is 
unlike him). 3 dissimilar, different. @ prep. differently 
from (acts guile unlike anyone else). 0 unlikeness n. 
unlikeable ad). (also unlikable) not casy to like; 
unpleasant. 
unlikely ad. (unlikelier, unlikeliest; 1 improb- 
able (unlikely tale). 2 (foll. by to + infin.) not to 
be expected to do something (he’s unlikely lo be avail- 
able). 3 unpromising (an unlikely candidate). O unlike- 
hhood ». unlikeliness 1. 
unlimited adj, without limit; unrestricted; very 
yreat in number or quanuty (hay unlimited possibil 
ites; an unlimited expanse of sea). OQ unlumitedly adz. 
unlimitedness 1. 
unlined! adj. 1 (of paper etc.) without lines. 2 (of a 


face ete.) without wrinkles. 


unmethodical 


unlined? adj. (of a garment etc.) without lining. 

unliquidated «qj. not liquidated. 

unlisted adj. not included in a published list, esp. of 
stock exchange prices or of telephone numbers. 

unlit adj. not lit. . 

unlivable ad. that cannot be lived or lived in. 

unlived-in ad. 1 uninhabited. 2 unused by the 
inhabitants. 

unload wt 1 (also absol.) remove a load from (a 
vehicle etc.). 2 remove (a load) from a vehicle etc. 
3 remove the charge from (a firearm etc.)}. 4 collog. 
get rid of. 0 unloader zn. 

unlock 7/7, 1 a release the lock of (a door, box, ete.). 
b release or disclose by unlocking. 2 release 
thoughts, feelings, etc. from (one’s mind ete.). 

unlocked adj. not locked. 

unlooked-for adj. unexpected, unforeseen. 

unloose #!7, (also unloosen) loose; set free. 

untovable ad}. (also unloveable) not lovable. 

unloved adj. not loved. 

unlovely adj. not attractive; unpleasant, ugly. 
oO unloveliness n. 

unloving adj. not loving. 0 unlovingly ad:. unlov- 
ingness 7. 

unlucky adj. (unluckier, unluckiest) 1 not fortu- 
nate or successful. 2 wretched. 3 bringing bad luck. 
4 ill-judged. o unluckily adv. unluckiness n. 

unmade adj, 1 not made. 2 destroyed, annulled. 

unmake »,/7, (pas! and past part. unmade) undo the 
making of; destroy, depose, annul. 

unman »./ (unmanned, unmanning) deprive 
of supposed manly qualities (e.g. self-control, 
courage); cause to weep etc., discourage. 

unmanageable ad. not (easily) managed, manipu- 
lated, or kept under control. Oo unmanageable- 
ness 7. unmanageably adv. 

unmanaged adj. 1 not handled or directed in a 


controlled way. 2 (of land etc.) left wild; in a natural 
stale. * 


unmanly adj. not manly. O unmanliness n. 

unmanned adj. 1 not manned. 2 overcome by 
emotion etc. A 

unmannered adj. lacking affectation; straightfor- 
ward. ‘ 

unmannerly a. 1 without good manners. 2 (of 
actions, speech, etc.) showing a lack of good 
manners. O unmannerliness ii. 

unmapped ad. 1 not represented on a usu. 
geographical or chromosome map. 2 unexplored. 

unmarked adj. 1 not marked. 2 not noticed. 

unmarketable ad. noi markeiable, 

unmarried dj. not married; single. 

unmask ¢: 1 /, a remove the mask from. b expose 
the true character of. 2 mtr, remove one’s mask. 
0 unmasker 7. 

unmatched adj. not matched or equalled. 

unmeaning adj. having no meaning or signifi- 
cance; meaningless. D unmeaningly adv. 

unmeant adj, not meant or intended. 

unmediated adj. with no intervention; directly 
perceived. : 

unmemorable ad. not memorable. 0 unmem- 
orably ad. 

unmentionable e ad. that cannot (properly) be 
inentioned. @ n. 1 (in pi.) joc. undergarments. 
2 a person or thing not to be mentioned. 0 un- 
mentionability 7. unmentionableness 7. 
unmentionably adv. 

unmerciful ad. merciless. 0 unmercifully ad:. 
unmercifulness 7. 

unmerited adj. not merited. 

unmet adj. (of a quota, demand, goal, etc.) not 
achieved or fulfilled. 

unmetalled ad. Bri. (of a road etc.) not surfaced 
with road metal. 


unmethodical adj. not methodical. o unmethod- 
ically adv. 


unmindful 


unmindful adj. (often foll. by of} not mindful. 
O unmindfully adv. unmindfulness n. 

unmissable adj. that cannot or should not be 
missed. 

unmistakable adj. (also unmistakeable) thai 
cannot be mistaken or doubted, clear. o unmis- 
takability n. unmistakableness 7. unmistak- 
ably ado. 

unmitigated ad. 1 not mitigated or modified. 
2 absolute, unqualified (an unmitigated disaster). 
0D unmitigatedly adv. 

unmixed adj. not mixed. 

unmixed blessing 7. a thing having advantages 
and no disadvantages. 

unmodernized adj. (also -ised) (of a house etc.) 
not modernized; retaining the original features. 

unmodified adj. not modified. 

unmodulated adj. not modulated. 

unmolested adj. not molesied. 

unmoor »./7, 1 (also absol.) release the moorings of 
(a vessel) 2 weigh all but one anchor of (a vessel). 

unmoral adj. not concerned with 
(cf immor.t.). O unmorality 2. 

unmotherly adj. not motherly. 

unmotivated ad. without motivation; without a 
motive. 

unmounted adj. not mounted. 

unmourned adj. not mourned. 


morality 


unmoved adj, 1 not moved. 2 not changed in one’s 
purpose. 3 not affected by emotion. d unmovable 
adj. (also unmoveable). 

unmoving adj. 1 not moving; still. 2 not emotive. 

unmown dj. noi mown. 

unmusical qj. 1 not pleasing to the ear. 2 unskilled 
in or indifferent to music. 0 unmusicality 2. 
unmusically adv, 

unmuzzle 7/7, 1 remove a muzzle from. 2 relieve of 
an obligation to remain silent. 

unnameable aq. that cannot be named, esp. too 
bad to be named. 

unnamed «dj, not named. 

unnatural ad. 1 contrary to nature or the usual 
course of nature; not normal. 2 a lacking natural 
feelings. b extremely cruel or wicked. 3 artificial. 
4 affected. 0 unnaturally adv. unnaturalness 1. 

unnecessary e adj. 1 not necessary. 2 more than is 
necessary («7th unnecessary care). @ n. ( pl. -ies) (usu. in 
pl.) an unnecessary thing. 0 unnecessarily adi. 

unneeded «adj. not needed. 


unneighbourly adj. not neighbourly. 0 unneigh-’ 


bourliness 7. 

unnerve w/r deprive of strength or resolution. 
Ounnerving ad). unnervingly adi. 

unnoticeable adj. not easily seen or noticed. 
Ounnoticeably ad. 

unnoticed adj. not noticed. 

unnumbered adj. 1 not marked with a number. 
2 not counted. 3 countless. 

UNO /yoo-noh/ abbr. United Nations Organization. 

unobjectionable adj. not objectionable; accept- 
able. 0 unobjectionably ad:z. 

unobservable adj. not observable; imperceptible. 

unobservant adj. not observant. GO unobser- 
vantly adv. 

unobserved adj. not observed. 

unobstructed aij. not obstructed. 

unobtainable adj. that cannot be obtained. 

unobtrusive ad. not making oneself or itself 
noticed. o unobtrusively ad. unobtrusiveness 7. 

unoccupied ad. not occupied. 

unoffending adj. not offending; harmless, inno- 
cent. 0 unoffended ad. 

unofficial ad. 1 not officially authorized or 
confirmed. 2 not characteristic of officials. a un- 
officially ade: 

unofficial strike 1. esp. Brit. a strike not formally 
approved by the strikers’ trade union. 


unopened adj. not opened. 

unopposed adj. not opposed. 

unorganized adj. (also -ised) not organized (cf. 
DISORGANIZE), 

unoriginal adj. lacking originality; derivative. 
0 unoriginality 7. unoriginally ado, 

unorthodox adj. not orthodox. 0 unorthodoxly 
adv. unorthodoxy n. 

unostentatious adj. not ostentatious. 0 unosten- 
tatiously adv. unostentatiousness 7. 

unpack wt 1 (also abso/.) open and remove the 
contents of (luggage, a package, etc.). 2 take (a 
thing) out from a package etc. O unpacker 2. 

unpaged ad. with pages not numbered. 

unpaid adj. (of a debt or a person) not paid. 

unpainted adj. not painted. 

unpaired ad). 1 not arranged in pairs. 2 not form- 
ing one of a pair. 

unpalatable ad. 1 not pleasant to taste. 2 (of an 
idea, suggestion, etc.) difficult to accept, distasteful. 
0 unpalatability 7. unpalatableness 7. 

unparalleled adj. having no parallel or equal. 

unpardonable adj. that cannot be pardoned. 
0 unpardonably adv. 

unparliamentary adj. contrary to proper parlia- 
mentary usage. 

unparliamentary language 7. oaths or abuse. 

unpasteurized ad. (also -ised) not pasteurized. 

unpatented adj. not patented. 

unpatriotic adj. not patriotic. 0 unpatriotically 
adi, 

unpatronizing adj. (also -ising) not showing 
condescension. 

unpaved adj. not paved. 

unpeeled adj. not peeled. 

unperceived adj. not perceived; unobserved. 

unperceptive ad). not perceptive. 

unperfdrated adj. not perforated. 

unperformed adj. not performed. 

unperfumed adj. not perfumed. 

unperson 7. a person whose name or existence 1s 
denied or ignored. 

unpersuaded adj. not persuaded. 

unpersuasive ad). not persuasive. O unpersua- 
sively adv. 

unperturbed adj. not 
turbedly ad. 

unpick 2/7, undo the sewing of (stitches, a garment, 
el 

unpicked ad. 1 not selected. 2 (of a flower) not 
plucked. 

unpin vf: \unpinned, unpinning) unlasten or 
detach by removing a pin or pins. 

unpitied adj. not pitied. 

unpitying @d). not pitying. O unpityingly ad. 

unplaceable aq. that cannot be placed or classified 
(his accent was unplaceable). 


perturbed. G unper- 


unplaced adj. not placed, esp. not placed as one of 


the first three finishing in a race ete. 

unplanned aq). not planned. 

unplayable ad. 1 Sport (of a hall) that cannot 
be struck or returned. 2 that cannot be played. 
Oo unplayably ad. 

unpleasant adj. not pleasant; displeasing; disagree- 
able. 0 unpleasantly ady, unpleasantness n. 

unpleasantry 2. (//. -ies) 1 unkindness. 2 (in pi.) 
a unpleasant comments. b unpleasant problems. 

unpleasing adj. not pleasing, G unpleasingly ad. 

unplug «/; (unplugged, unplugging) 1 discon- 
nect (an electrical device) by removing its plug from 
the socket. 2 unstop. 

unplumbed ad. 1 not plumbed. 2 not fully 
explored or understood. 0 unplumbable adj. 

unpointed ad. 1 having no point or points. 2 a not 
punctuated. b (of written Hebrew etc.) without 
vowel points. 3 (of masonry or brickwork) not 
pointed. 


unprotected 


unpolished ad. 1 » not 
polished; rough. 2 with- 
out refinement; crude. 

unpolitic adj. impolitic, 
unwise. 

unpolitical adj. not 
concerned with poli- 
tics. O unpolitically adv. 

unpolluted adj. not polluted. 

unpopular aq. not popular; 
not liked by the public or 
by people in general. 

Oo unpopularity 2. 


UNPOLISHED 


unpopularly adv. 

unpopulated ad. not 

lang POLISHED 

unposed adj. not in a posed 

position, esp. for a photo- UNPOLISHED 

graph. AND POLISHED 
AMBER 


unpowered ad). (of a boat, 
vehicle, etc.) propelled other than by fuel. 

unpractical adj. 1 not practical. 2 (of a person) not 
having practical skill. O unpracticality 7. 
unpractically adv. 

unpractised aq. (US unpracticed) 1 not experi- 
enced or skilled. 2 not put into practice. 

unprecedented adj. 1 having no precedent; 
unparalleled. 2 novel. oc unprecedentedly adv. 

unpredictable adj. that cannot be predicted. 
co unpredictability x. unpredictably adv. 

unprejudiced ad. not prejudiced. 

unpremeditated adj. not previously thought over; 
not deliberately planned; unintentional. 

unprepared adj. not prepared (in advance); not 
ready, 0 unpreparedness 7. 

unprepossessing adj. not prepossssing; unattract- 
Ive. 

unpresentable ad. not presentable. 

unpressed adj. not pressed, esp. (of clothing) 
unironed. 

unpressurized «dj. (also -ised) not pressurized. 

unpresuming «dj. not presuming; modest. 

unpretending ad). unpretentious. 

unpretentious dd). not making a great display; 
simple, modest. 0 unpretentiously qdz. unpre- 
tentiousness /. 

unpriced ad. not having a price or prices fixed, 
marked. or stated. 

unprincipled adj. lacking or not based on good 
moral principles. 

unprintable ad. that cannot be printed, esp. 
because indecent or libellous or blasphemous. 
DO unprintably ad: 

unprinted adj. not printed, 

unprivileged ad. not privileged. 

unproblematic «dj. causing no difficulty. oO unprob- 
lematically ade. 

unprocessed adj. (esp. of food, raw materials) not 
processed. 

unproductive adj. not producing much. O unpro- 
ductively adv. unproductiveness 7. 

unprofessional ad. contrary to professional stand- 
ards of behaviour etc. 0 unprofessionally adr. 

unprofitable adj. not profitable. 0 unprofitable- 
ness i. unprofitably adv. 

Unprofor /un-pré-for/ abby: (also UNPROFOR, 
United Nations Protection Force. 

unprogressive «dj. 101 progressive. 

unpromising ad. not likely to turn out well. 
Ounpromisingly ad. 

unprompted ad. spontaneous. 

unpronounceable = ad. that = cannot be 
pronounced. Oo unpronounceably ad. 

unpropitious dj, not propitious. 0 unpropi- 
tiously ad: 

unprotected ad. 1 not protected. 2 (of sexual 
intercourse) performed without a condom or other 
contraceptive. 0 unprotectedness 77 


yale 


unprotesting 


unprotesting adj. not protesting. 0 unprotest- 
ingly adv. 

unprovable ad). that cannot be proved. 0 unprov- 
ability n. 

unproved aq. (also unproven) not proved. 

unprovided adj. (usu. foll. by zez/h) not furnished, 
supplied, or equipped. 

unprovoked adj. (of a person or act) without 
provocation. 

unpublicized aq. (also -ised) not publicized. 

unpublished adj. not published. o unpublishable 
ad). 

unpunctual ad). not punctual. oO unpunctuality 7. 

unpunctuated adj. not punctuated. 

unpunished adj. not punished. 

unpurified dj. not purified. 

unputdownable adj. collog. (of a book) so engross- 
ing that one has to go on reading it. 

unqualified ad. 1 not competent (unqualified to 
give an answer). 2 not legally or officially qualified 
(an unqualified practitioner). 3 not modified or re- 
stricted; complete (unqualified assent; unqualified 
VUCCESS). 

unquantifiable — ad). 
Oo unquantified ad). 

unquenchable adj. that cannot be quenched. 
oO unquenchably ad. 

unquenched ad, not quenched. 


impossible to quantify. 


unquestionable adj. that cannot be disputed or 
doubted. O unquestionability 7. unquestion- 
ably adi. 

unquestioned ad). 1 not disputed or doubted; def- 
inite, certain. 2 not interrogated. 

unquestioning a7). 1 asking no questions. 2 done 
etc. without asking questions. O unquestioningly 
ade. 

unquiet adj. I restless, agitated, stirring, 2. per- 
turbed, anxious. 0 unquietly ad. unquietness n. 

unquotable aq. that cannot be quoted. 


unquote 7/7, (as ii.) (in dictation, reading aloud, 
etc.) incheate the presence of closmg quotation 
marks. 

unravel :. (unravelled, unravelling; ((S unrav- 
eled. unraveling; 1 /: cause to be no longer 
ravelled, tangled, or intertwined. 2 / probe and 
solve (a mystery etc.). 3% undo (a fabric. esp. a knit- 
ted one). 4 intr, become disentangled or unknitted. 

unreachable adj. that reached. 
oO unreachably ad:, 

unread adj. 1 (of a book etc., not read. 2 (of a 
person) not well read. 

unreadable ad). 1 too dull or too difficult to be 
worth reading. 2 illegible. G unreadability n. 
unreadably adi. 

unready ad). 1 not ready. 2 not prompt in action. 
Ounreadily ad:. unreadiness 7. 

unreal ad. 1 not real. 2 imaginary, illusory. 
3 ON. Amer, & Austral. slang incredible, amazing. 
Ounreality 7. unreally ad. 


cannot be 


unrealism n. lack of realism. 

unrealistic ad). not realistic. unrealistically adi. 

unrealizable ad). (also -isable, that cannot be 
reahzed. 

unrealized ad). (also -ised) not realized. 

unreason v7. lack of reasonable thought or action. 
[Micldle English in sense ‘injustice’ | 

unreasonable ad. b going beyond the limits of 
what is equitable (unreasonable 
demands). 2 not guided by or listening to reason. 
0 unreasonableness 7). unreasonably ad), 

unreasoned /). not reasoned. 


reasonable or 


unreasoning adj. 101 reasoning, O unreasoningly 
adi. 

unreceptive ad). nol receptive 

unreciprocated «qj. not reciprocated, 

unrecognizable adj. (also -isable) that cannot be 
recognized. 0 unrecognizably ad: 
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unrecognized ad). (also -ised) not recognized. 

unreconciled adj. not reconciled. 

unreconstructed ad. 1° not reconciled or 
converted to the current political orthodoxy. 2 not 
rebullt. 

unrecorded adj. not recorded. o unrecordable 
ad}. 

unrectified aq). not rectified. 

unredeemable adj. that cannot be redeemed. 

unredeemed adj. not redeemed. 

unreel vf; & ini, unwind trom a reel. 

unrefined adj. not refined. 

unreflecting «adj. not engaging in reflection or 
thought. 0 unreflectingly ad:. unreflectingness 
n, unreflective ad). 

unreformed adj. not reformed. 

unregarded adj. not regarded. 

unregenerate ad. not regenerate; obstinately 
wrong or bad. G unregeneracy /. unregener- 
ately adv. 

unregistered adj. not registered. 

unregulated ad}. not regulated. 

unrehearsed @d). not rehearsed. 

unrelatedness 7. 


unrelated aq. not related. 


unrelaxed adj. not relaxed. 

unreleased aij. not released, esp. (of a recording, 
film, etc.) to the public. 

unrelenting ad. 1 not relenting or yielding. 
2 unmerciful. 3 not abating or relaxing. 0 unre- 
lentingly adv. unrelentingness 7. 

unreliable adj. not reliable; erratic. O unreliabil- 
ity 7. unreliableness 7. unreliably ad. 

unrelieved ad). lacking the relief given by contrast 
or variation. 0 unrelievedly adi. 

unremarkable ad. not remarkable; uninteresting, 
0 unremarkably ad), 

unremarked adj. 1 not mentioned or remarked 
upon. 2 unnoticed. 

unremembered «ad. not remembered; forgotten. 

unremitting ad. never relaxing or slackening, 
incessant. O unmremittingly ad. unremitting- 
ness /. 


unremunerative adj. bringing no, or not enough, 
profit or income. O unremuneratively adv. 

unrenewable «dj. that Cannot be rencwed. 0 unre- 
newed ad). 


unrepeatable adj. 1 that cannot be done, made, or 
said again. 2 too indecent to be said again. O unre- 
peatability 7. 

unrepentant ad. not repentant, impenitent. O unre- 
pentantly ad. 

unreported dj. not reported. 

unrepresentative ai). not representative. 0 unrep- 
resentativeness /. 

unrepresented adj. not represented. 

unrequited aq). (of love etc.) not returned. G unre- 
quitedly adv. unrequitedness n. 

unreserved adj. 1 not reserved (unreserved seats). 
2 without reservations: absolute (unreserved confi- 
dence). 3 free from reserve (an unreserved nature). 
o unreservedly ad’. unreservedness 1. 

unresisting ad). not resisting. 0 unresistingly adi. 

unresolved ad. 1 a uncertain how to act, 
irresolute. b uncertain in opmion, undecided. 
2 {of questions etc.) undetermined, undecided, 
unsolved. 0 unresolvedly ad. unresolvedness 7. 


unresponsive adj. not responsive. O unrespon- 
sively adi. unresponsiveness /. 

unrest 7. restlessness, disturbance, agitation. 

unrestful adj. not restful. dO unrestfully adv: 

unrestored adj. not restored. 

unrestrained adj. not restrained. 
strainedly ad. unrestrainedness /. 


QO unre- 


unrestricted «/j. not restricted, 0 unrestrictedly 
ade. 

unreturned adj. 1 not reciprocated or responded 
to. 2 not having returned or been returned. 


unsaturated 


unrevealed adj. not revealed; secret. 0 unreveal- 
ing ad). 

unrevised aq. not revised; in an original form. 

unrevoked ad. not revoked or annulled; still in 
force. a 

unrewarded adj. not rewarded. 

unrewarding adj. not rewarding or satisfying. 

unridden adj. not ridden. 

unrideable adj. (also unridable) that cannot be 
ridden. 

unrighteous dd). not righteous; unjust, wicked, 
dishonest. O unrighteously adv. unrighteous- 
ness /). 

unripe ad). not ripe. 

unrivalled adj. ((/S unrivaled) having no equal; 
peerless. 

unroadworthy «dj. not roacdworthy. 

unroll 7.7, G int. 1 open out from a rolled-up state. 
2 display or be displayed in this form. 

unromantic adj. not romantic. 0 unromantically 
adv, 

unroof 7/7, remove the roof of. 

unroofed adj. not provided with a roof. 

unruffled adj. 1 not agitated or disturbed; calm. 
2 not physically ruffled. 

unruled adj. 1 not ruled or governed. 2 not having 
ruled lines. 

unruly ad. (unrulier, unruliest) not easily 
controlled or disciplined, disorderly. [based on 
rule] O unruliness 7. 

unsaddle 7/7, 1 remove the saddle from (a horse 
etc.). 2 dislodge from a saddle. 

unsafe adj. 1 not safe. 2 Law (of a verdict, convic- 
tion, etc.) likely to constitute a miscarriage of 
justice. O unsafely ad». unsafeness rn. 

unsaid! adj. not said or uttered. 

unsaid? fas/ and past part. of unsay. 

unsalaried adj. not salaried. 

unsaleable adj. (also unsalable) not saleable. 

unsaleability 1. 

unsalted adj. not salted. 

unsanctified adj. not sanctified. 

unsanctioned adj. not sanctioned. 

unsanitary adj. no, sanitary. 

unsatisfactory adj. 1 not satisfactory; poor, un- 
acceptable. 2 Law (of a verdict, conviction, etc.) 
likely to constitute a miscarriage of justice. 0 un- 
satisfactorily ad:. unsatisfactoriness 7. 

unsatisfied adj. not satisfied. OG unsatisfiedness n. 

unsatisfying adj. not satisfying. o unsatisfyingly 
ade. 


unsaturated ad. 1 Chem. ¥ (of a compound, esp. a 
fat or oil) having double or triple bonds in its mol- 
ecule and therefore capable of further reaction. 
2 not saturated. 0 unsaturation 7. 


carbon atom 
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OF TWO UNSATURATED COMPOUNDS 


unsavoury 


unsavoury adj. (US unsavory) 1 disagreeable to 
the taste, smell, or feelings; disgusting. 2 disagree- 
able, unpleasant (an unsavoury character). 3 morally 
offensive. 0 unsavourily adv. unsavouriness 7. 

unsay vir (past and past part. unsaid) retract (a 
statement), 

unsayable adj. that cannot be said. 

unscalable adj. that cannot be scaled. 

unscarred adj, not scarred or damaged. 

unscathed aq. without suffering any injury. 

unscented adj. not scented. 

unscheduled adj. not scheduled. 

unscholarly ¢¢j. not scholarly. O unscholarliness n. 

unschooled ad. 1 uneducated, untaught. 2 not 
sent to school. 3 untrained, undisciplined. 4 not 
made artificial by education. 

unscientific ad). 1 not in accordance with scientific 
principles. 2 not familiar with science. 0 unscien- 
tifically adv. 

unscramble v,/7, restore from a scrambled state, 
esp. interpret {a scrambled transmission etc.). 
Oo unscrambler 7. 7 

unscrew ¥. 1 #7. & inir. unfasten or be unfastened by 
turning or removing a screw or screws or by twist- 
ing like a screw. 2 ¢ loosen (a screw). 

unscripted adj. (of a speech etc.) delivered without 
a prepared script. 

unscrupulous adj. having no scruples, unprin- 
cipled. o unscrupulously adv. unscrupulous- 
ness /. 

unseal vi, break the seal of; open (a letter, recep- 
tacle, etc.). 

unsealed ad). not sealed. 

unsearched «dj. not searched. 

unseasonable adj. 1 not appropriate to the season. 
2 untimely, inopportune. 0 unseasonableness n. 
unseasonably adv. 

unseasonal adj, not typical of, or appropriate to, 
the time or season. 
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unseasoned agj. 1 not flavoured with salt, herbs, 
etc. 2 (esp. of timber) not matured. 3 not habitu- 
ated. 

unseat v,/7, 1 remove from a seat, esp. in an election. 
2 dislodge from a seat, esp. on horseback. 

unseaworthy adj. not seaworthy. 

unsecured adj. not secured. 

unseeded adj. Sport (of a player) not seeded. 

unseeing adj. 1 unobservant. 2 blind. o unsee- 
ingly adv. 

unseemly ad. (unseemlier, unseemliest) 1 in- 
decent. 2 unbecoming. 0 unseemliness 7. 

unseen e adj. 1 not seen. 2 invisible. 3 esp. Brit. (of 
a translation) to be done without preparation. 
e 7. Brit. an unseen translation. 

unsegregated adj. not segregated. 

unselective adj. not selective. 

unselfconscious adj. not self-conscious; natural. 
a umnselfconsciously adv. unselfconscious- 
ness /. 

unselfish ad. mindful of others’ interests. O un- 
selfishly adv. unselfishness 7. 

unsentimental adj. not sentimental. Oo unsenti- 
mentally adi. 

unserviceable adj. not serviceable; unfit for use. 
cd unserviceability 7. 

unsettle »v. 1 /, distur) the settled state or arrange- 
ment of; discompose. 2 é derange. 3 mir, become 
unsettled. oO unsettlement n. 

unsettled ud). 1 not (yet) settled. 2 liable or open to 
change or further discussion. 3 (of a bill etc.) 
unpaid. 0 unsettledness 7. 

unsex v/, deprive (a person) of the typical qualities 
of one or other (esp. the female) sex. 

unsexed ad). having no sexual characteristics. 

unsexy ad). (unsexier, unsexiest) not sexually 
attractive or stimulating; not appealing. 

unshackle «7, 1 release from shackles. 2 set free. 


unshakeable adj. (also unshakable) that cannot 
be shaken; firm, obstinate. O unshakeability 
unshakeably adv. 

unshaken adj. not shaken. 0 unshakenly adz. 

unshaven adj, not shaved. 

unsheathe »/r, remove (a knife etc.) from a sheath. 

unshell v/v, (usu. as unshelled adj.) extract from its 


shell. 
unsheltered adj. not sheltered. 
unshockable aaj. that cannot be shocked. 


co unshockability n. unshockably ado. 

unshrinkable adj. (of fabric etc.) not lable to 
shrink. G unshrinkability 7. 

unshrinking 4). unhesitating, {carless. O unshrink- 
ingly adv. 

unsighted ad. 1 not sighted or seen. 2 prevented 
from seeing, esp. by an obstruction. 

unsightly ad. unpleasant to look at, ugly. o unsight- 
liness 7. 

unsigned adj. not signed. 


| unsinkable adj. unable to be sunk. 0 unsinkabil- 


ity 7. 


unsized! adj. 1 not made to a size. 2 not sorted by | 


size. 

unsized? adj. not treated with size. 

unskilful aq. (US unskillful) not skilful. 5 unskil- 
fully adv. unskilfulness 7. 

unskilled adj. lacking or not needing special skill or 
training, 

unsleeping adj. not or never sleeping. 0 unsleep- 
ingly ad. 

unslhiced adj. (esp. of a loaf of bread) not having 
been cut into shies. 

unsmiling ad). not smiling. 0 unsmilingly adv. 

unsmoked adj. 1 not cured by smoking (wnsmoked 
bacon). 2 not consumed by smoking (an unsmoked 
ugar). 

unsociable adj. not sociable, disliking the company 
of others. 0 unsociability 7. unsociableness 7. 
unsociably adi. 


w Usage Unsociable is easily confused with unsocial 
and antisocial because there is some overlap in 
meanings. Antisocial is sometimes used to mean 
‘unsociable’, and (mistakenly) to mean ‘unsocial’ 
(sense 2), while unsocial is sometimes used to mean 
‘antisocial’. However. these are not the words’ 
primary meanings. 


unsocial adj. 1 not social; not suitable for, seeking. 
or conforming to society, 2 Bri. outside the normal 
working day (unsocial hours). 3 antisocial. O un- 
socially adv. 


a Usage See Usage Note at unsociasee. 


unsocialist adj. not socialist. 

unsoiled adj. not soiled or dirtied. 

unsold adj. not sold. 

unsolicited adj. not asked for; given or done volun- 
tardy. 

unsolvable adj. that cannot be solved, insoluble. 

unsolved ad). not solved. 

unsophisticated ad. 1 artless, simple, natural. 
2 not adulterated or corrupted; not artificial. 

unsorted adj, not sorted. 

unsought adj. 1 not sought for. 2 without being 
requested. 

unsound adj. 1 unhealthy, diseased. 2 rotten, weak. 
3 a ill-founded, fallacious. b unorthodox, heretical. 
4 unrehable. 5 wicked. o of unsound mind 
insane. O unsoundness . 

unsparing adj. 1 lavish. 2 merciless. 0 unspar- 
ingly adv. unsparingness 7. 

unspeakable ad. 1 that cannot be expressed in 
words. 2 indescribably bad. 0 unspeakableness 
n. unspeakably ado. 

unspecialized adj. (also -ised) not specialized. 

unspecific adj. not specific; general, inexact. 

unspecified adj. not specified. 


unsupportable 


unspectacular adj. not spectacular; dull. 0 unspec- 
tacularly adv. 

unspilled aaj. not spilt. 

unspilt adj. not spilt. 

unspoiled adj. 1 unspoilt. 2 not plundered. 

unspoilt ad. not spoilt. 

unspoken adj. 1 not expressed in speech. 2 not 
uttered as speech. 

unsponsored adj. not supported or promoted by a 
sponsor. 

unspool ». 1 f & ii. unwind from or as if from a 
spool. 2 a ér. screen {a film). b itr (of a film) be 
screened. 

unsporting adj. not fair or generous. O unsport- 
ingly adz. 

unsportsmanlike adj. unsporting. 

unspotted ad. 1 a not marked with a spot or spots. 
b morally pure. 2 unnoticed. 

unsprayed adj. not sprayed. 

unstable adj. (unstabler, unstablest) 1 not 
stable. 2 changeable. 3 showing a tendency to 
sudden mental or emotional changes. 0 unstable- 
ness 7. unstably adv. 

unstained adj. not stained. 

unstamped adj. 1 not marked by stamping. 2 not 
having a stamp affixed. 

unstarched adj. not starched. 

unstated «dj, not stated or declared. 

unsteady adj. (unsteadier, unsteadiest) 1 not 
steady or firm. 2 changeable. 3 not uniform or 
regular. G unsteadily adv. unsteadiness 7. 

unsterile ad. 1 (of a syringe etc.) not sterile. 
2 productive, 

unstick «/7. (past and past part. unstuck) separate (a 
thing stuck to another). GO come unstuck collog. 
come to grief, fail. 

unstinted adj. not stnted. 0 unstintedly ado. 

unstinting @dj. ungrudging, lavish. 0 unstintingly 
ade. 

unstitch v7 undo the stitches of. 

unstop 2/7. (unstopped, unstopping) | free from 
obstruction. 2 remove the stopper from. 

unstoppable adj. that cannot be stopped or 
prevented. 6 unstoppability 7. unstoppably adi. 

unstopper 7/7 remove the stopper from. 

unstrained ad. 1 not subjected to straining or 
stretching, 2 not injured by overuse or excessive 
demands, 3 not forced or produced by effort. 

unstreamed adj. Bri. (of schoolchildren) not 
arranged in streams. 

unstressed adj. 1 not pronounced with stress. 2 not 
subjected to stress. 

unstring vf, (past and past part. unstrung; 
1 remove or relax the string or strings of (a bow, 
harp, etc.). 2 remove from a string, 3 (esp. as 
unstrung adj.) unnerve. 

unstructured adj. 1 not structured. 2 informal. 

unstuck past and past part. of unsiick. 

unstudied adj. easy, natural, spontancous. 

unstuffy adj. 1 mformal, casual. 2 not stuffy, 

unstylish adj. 1 lacking style. 2 unfashionable. 

unsubstantial adj. having little or no solidity, real- 
ity, or factual basis. 

unsubstantiated adj. not substantiated. 

unsubtle ad. not subtle; obvious, clumsy. oO un- 
subtly adv, 

unsuccessful adj. not successlul. O umsuccess- 
fully adv 

unsuitable aq. not suitable. 0 unsuitability 7. 
unsuitably adv. 

unsuited adj. 1 (usu. foll. by for) not fit for a 
purpose. 2 (usu. foll. by ¢o) not adapted. 

unsullied ad). not sullied. 

unsung ad. 1 not celebrated: unknown. 2 not sung. 

unsupervised adj. not supervised. 

unsupportable adj. 1 that cannot be endured. 
2 indefensible. 


ONS 


unsupported 


unsupported adj. not supported. 

unsupportive ad. not giving support. 

unsure adj. not sure. O unsurely adv. unsureness n. 

unsurpassable adj. that cannot be surpassed. 
0 unsurpassably adv. 

unsurpassed adj. not surpassed. 

unsurprised ad). not surprised. 

unsurprising adj. not surprising. O unsurpris- 
ingly adv. 

unsusceptible adj. not suscepuble. 

unsuspected adj. not suspected. 

unsuspecting «dj. not suspecting. 0 unsuspect- 
ingly adv. 

unsuspicious ad). not suspicious. 

unsustainable ad). not sustainable. 0 unsustain- 
ably adu. 

unsustained adj. not sustained. 

unswayed adj. uninfluenced, unaffected. 

unsweetened adj. not sweetened. 

unswept adj. not swept. 

unswerving adj. 1 steady, constant. 2 not turning 
aside. 0 unswervingly adi. 

unsymmetrical adj. not symmetrical. 
metrically adv. 

unsympathetic adj. not sympathetic. 0 unsym- 
pathetically az. 

unsystematic adj. not systematic. O unsystemat- 
ically adv. 

untack 1/7 detach, esp. by removing tacks. 

untainted «dj. not tainted, 

untalented adj. not talented. 

untameable adj. (also untamable) that cannot be 
tamed. 

untamed adj. not tamed, wild. 

untangle u/r 1 tree from a tangled state. 2 free 
from entanglement. 

untanned ad). nol tanned. 

untapped adj. not (yet) tapped or wired (untapped 
resources). 


unsym- 


untarnished adj. not tarnished. 

untasted adj. not tasted. 

untaught adj. 1 not instructed by teaching. 2 not 
acquired by teaching; natural, spontaneous. 
untaxed adj. not required to pay or not attracting 
taxes. 

unteachable ad. 1 incapable of being instructed. 
2 that cannot be imparted by teaching. 
untechnical adj. not technical. 

untenable adj. (of an argument, position, etc.) not 
tenable. o untenability 2. 

untended av. not tended; neglected. 

untested adj. not tested or proved. 0 untestable 
ad. 

untether ¢./z, release (an animal) from a tether. 

untethered adj. not tethered. 

unthankful aq. not thankful. 

untheorized ad. ‘also -ised) not elaborated from a 
fundamental theory. 

unthinkable ad). 1 that cannot be imagined or 
grasped by the mind. 2 collog. highly unlikely or 
undesirable. 0 unthinkableness 7. unthinkably 
adi. 

unthinking ad. 1 thoughtless. 2 unintentional, 
inadvertent. 0 unthinkingly ad: unthinking- 
ness 1, 

unthread 27. take the thread out of ta needle et. 

unthreatening wd). not threatening or aggressive. 

unthrone 7./). dethrone, 

untidy ad. (untidier, untidiest) not neat or 
orderly. 0 untidily ad. untidiness 1, 

untie 7/7, ( pres. part. untying) 1 undo (a knot etc.). 
2 umfasten the cords ete. of (a package ete.). 
3 release from bonds or attachment. [Old English] 

untied adj, not vied. 

until prep. & conj. = 11.1. {from Old Norse und ‘as far 
as’ + ri." 


Ones 


a Usage Uniil, as opposed to til, is used especially 
at the beginning of a sentence and in formal style, 
e.g. Until you told me, I had no idea, He resided there until 
his decease. 


untilled adj, not tlled. 

untimely e adj. 1 inopportune. 2 (of death) prema- 
ture. @ adv, archaic 1 inopportunely. 2 prematurely. 
0 untimeliness 7. 

untiring adj. tireless. 0 untiringly adv. 

untitled ad. having no title. 

unto prep. archaic = v0 prep. (in all senses except sense 
2, introducing the infinitive) (do unio others; faithful 
unto death; take unto oneself). [Middle English, from 
UNTIL] 

untold adj. 1 not told. 2 not (able to be) counted or 
measured (untold misery). [Old English] 

untouchable e adj. that may not or cannot be 
touched. @ n. a member of a hereditary Hindu 
group held to defile members of higher castes on 
contact. 0 untouchability n. 


a Usage The use of the term untouchable and the 
social restrictions accompanying it were declared 
ilegal under the Indian constitution in 1949. 


untouched adj. 1 not touched. 2 not affected phys- 
ically; not harmed, modified, used, or tasted. 3 not 
affected by emotion. 4 not discussed. 

untoward adj. t inconvenient, unlucky. 2 awkward. 
3 perverse, refractory. 4 unseennly. 

untraceable adj. that cannot be traced. 0 untrace- 
ably adv. 

untraced adj. not traced. 

untracked ad. 1 not marked with tracks from skis 
etc. 2 having no previously-trodden track; unex- 
plored. 3 not traced or followed. 

untraditional adj. not traditional; unusual. 

untrained ad). not trained. 0 untrainable ad). 

untrammelled ad. (/S untrammeled) not tram- 
melled, unhampered. 

untranslatable adj. that cannot be translated. 
0 untranslatability 7. untranslated aq). 

untravelled adj. ((’S untraveled) 1 that has not 
travelled. 2 that has not been travelled over or 
through. 

untreatable adj. (of a disease etc.) that cannot be 
treated. 

untreated «7. not treated. 

untried adj. 1 not tried or tested. 2 inexperienced. 
3 not yet tried by a judge. 

untrodden adj. not trodden, stepped on, or 
traversed. 

untroubled adj. calm, tranquil. 

untrue ad. 1 not true. 2 not faithful or loyal. 3 devi- 
ating from an accepted standard. {Old English] 
Oo untruly adv. 

untrusting adj. not trusting; suspicious. 

untrustworthy adj. not trustworthy. 0 untrust- 
worthiness 1”. 

untruth 7. (//.) 1 the state of being untrue. 2 a false 
statement (fold me an untruth). [Old English] 

untruthful qd. not truthful. o untruthfully adv. 
untruthfulness 1. 

untuck 2/7: free (bedclothes etc.) from being tucked 
in or up. 


untuned adj. 1 not in tune, not made tuneful. 2 (of 


a radio receiver ete.) not tuned to any one 
lrequency. 3 not in harmony or concord, disor- 
dered. 

unturned adj. L not turned over, round, away, etc. 
2 not shaped by turning. 

untutored «dj. uneducated, untaught. 

untwine v./7, & ini, untwist. unwind. 

untwist vf. & inl open from a twisted or spiralled 
stale. 

untying pres, part. of uNtiL. 

untypical adj. not typical; unusual. 0 untypically 
adi. 


unwisdom 


unusable adj. not usable. 

unused adj. 1 a not in use. b never having been 
used, 2 (foll. by fo) not accustomed. 

unusual ad). 1 not usual. 2 remarkable. o un- 
usually adv. unusualness 7. 

unutterable adj. inexpressible; beyond description 
(unutterable torment; an unutterable fool). Oo unutterably 
adv. 

unvaccinated adj. not vaccinated. 

unvalued adj. 1 not regarded as valuable. 2 not 
having been valued. 

unvanquished adj. not vanquished. 

unvaried adj. not varied. 

unvarnished a7). 1 not varnished. 2 (of a state- 
ment or person) plain and straightforward (the 
unvarnished truth), 

unvarying ad. not varying. O unvaryingly adv. 

unveil :. 1 /: remove a veil from. 2 t remove a 
covering from (a statue, plaque, etc.) as part of the 
ceremony of the first public display. 3 ty disclose, 
reveal, make publicly known. 4 intr, remove one’s 
veil. 

unventilated adj. 1 not provided with a means of 
ventilation. 2 not discussed. 

unverifiable ad). that cannot be verified. 

unverified adj. not verified. 

unversed adj. (usu. foll. by iz) not experienced or 
skilled. 

unviable adj. not viable. 

unvoiced adj. 1 not spoken. 2 Phonet. not voiced. 

unwaged adj. not receiving a wage; out of work. 

unwanted aq. not wanted. 

unwarlike adj. not warlike. 

unwarrantable ad. unjustifiable. O umwarrant- 
ably adv. 

unwarranted ad. 1 unauthorized. 2 unjustified. 

unwary adj. 1 not cautious. 2 not aware of possible 
danger etc. 0D unwarily adv. 

unwashed aq. 1 not.washed. 2 not usually washed 
or clean. : 

unwatchable «dj. disturbing or ‘not interesting to 
watch. s 

unwatered adj. not watered. 

unwavering adj. not wavering. O unwaveringly 
adv. . 

unweaned adj. not weaned. 

unwearable adj. that cannot be worn. 

unwearied ad. 1 not wearied or tired. 2 never 
becoming weary, indefatigable. 3 unremitting. 
Oo unweariedly adv. 

unwearying adj. 1 persistent. 2 not causing or 
producing weariness. 

unwed adj. unmarried. 

unwedded adj. unmarried. 

unwelcome ad. not welcome or acceptable. 
3 unwelcomely adv. unwelcomeness 1. 

unwelcoming adj. 1 having an inhospitable atmos- 
phere. 2 hostile; unfriendly. 

unwell «dj. 1 not in good health; ill. 2 indisposed. 

unwholesome adj. 1 detrimental to physical or 
moral health. 2 unhealthy, insalubrious. 3 un- 
healthy-looking. O unwholesomely adv, un- 
wholesomeness 1. 

unwieldy ad. (unwieldier, unwieldiest) cum- 
bersome or hard to manage, owing to size, shape, 
or weight. [Middle English, based on (now dialect) 
wieldy ‘actye’| O unwieldiness n. 

unwilling ad). not willing or inclined; reluctant. [Old 
English] 0 unwillingly adv. unwillingness n. 

unwind «. (past and past part. unwound) 1 a tr, draw 
out (a thing that has been wound). b intr, become 
drawn out after having been wound. 2 intr, & tr 
collog. relax. 

unwinking adj. 1 not winking. 2 Bri. vigilant. 

unwinnable adj. that cannot be won. 


unwisdom 2. lack of wisdom; folly, imprudence. 
[Old English] 


unwise 


UPHOLSTERY 


The elements of traditional upholstery are 
webbing, preparing a coil spring platform, 
judging the amount and shape of stuffing, 
sculpting it with stitches, tacking, and trim- 


LAYERS OF AN 
UPHOLSTERED ARMCHAIR 


Steel spring 


| wooden frame / 


a 


foam padding . ‘ 


4 


fleece covering ,” 
webbing -— 


metal spring 


unwise adj. 1 foolish, imprudent. 2 injudicious. 
[Old English] o unwisely adv. 

unwished aj. (usu. foll. by for) not wished for. 

unwitting adj. 1 unaware of the state of the case 
(an unwitting offender). 2 unintentional. [Old English] 
D unwittingly adv. 

unwomaply ad. not womanly; not befitting a 
woman. 

unwonted /un-wohn-tid/ adj. not customary or 
usual. 0 unwontedly ad). 

unworkable adj. not workable; impracticable. 
Ounworkably adv. unworkability 7. 

unworked ad. 1 not wrought into shape. 2 not 
exploited or turned to account. 

unworkmanlike adj. badly done or made. 


unworldly adj. 1 spiritually-minded. 2 spiritual. , 


oO unworldliness 7, ; 

unworn adj. not worn or impaired by wear. 

unworried adj. not worried; calm. 

unworthy adj. (unworthier, unworthiest) I not 
worthy or befitting the character of a person ete. 
2 discreditable, unseemly. 3 contempuble, base. 
Oo unworthily ad. unworthiness rn. 

unwound! adj. not wound or wound up. 

unwound? past and pas! part. of uNwinn. 

unwounded adj. not wounded, unhurt. 

unwoven dj. not woven. 

unwrap v. (unwrapped, unwrapping) 1 /;: 
remove the wrapping from. 2 /& open or unfold. 
3 intr. become unwrapped. 

unwritten adj. 1 not written. 2 (of a law etc.) rest- 
ing originally on custom or judicial decision, not on 
statute. 

unyielding ad. 1 not yielding. 2 firm, obstinate. 
5 unyieldingly ad. unyieldingness 7. 

unzip 2:/7. (unzipped, unzipping) unfasten the zip 
of. 

up @ ad. 1 at, in, or towards a higher place or pos- 
ition (jumped up in the air; what are they doing up there’). 
2 to or ina place regarded as higher, esp.: a north- 
wards (up in Scotland). b Bnt. towards a major city or 
a university (went up to London). 3 collog. ahead etc. as 
indicated (ent up front). 4 a to or in an erect pos- 
ition or condition (stood i up). b to or in a required 


ming, Tools include tack lifters, ripping chis- 
els, webbing stretchers, hammers, and vari- 
ous types of needle. Some hammers are 
magnetized to help pick up the tacks neatly. 


: foam-filled 
ee 


cushion 


: durable 

fabric 
raz) My 

, covering 


piping 


hessian 


cord metal mesh 


position (wound up the watch). ¢ in or into a condition 
of efficiency, activity, or progress (starred up trouble; the 
house is up for sale, the hunt is up). 3 in a stronger or 
winning position or condition (our leam was three goals 
up, am 10 up on the transaction). 6 (of a computer) 
running and available for use. 7 to the place or time 
in question or where the speaker etc. is (a child came 
up to me: went straight up to the door, has been fine up till 
now). 8 at or to a higher price or value (our costs are 
up, shares are up). 9 a completely (burn up; eat up; tear 
up: use up). b more loudly or clearly (speak up). 10 in 
a state of completion; denoting the end of avail- 
ability, supply, ete. (“me zy up). 11 into a compact, 
accumulated, or secure state ( pack up; save up; tte up). 
12 out of bed (are you up _yet?). 13 (of the sun etc.) 
having risen. 14 happening, esp. unusually (some 

thing is up). 15 taught or informed (2 well up in 
French), 16 ‘usu. foll. by before) appearing for trial 
etc. (was up before the magistrate). 17 Brit. (of a road 
etc.) being repaired. 18 (of a jockey) in the saddle. 
19 towards the source of a river. 20 inland. 
21 upstairs, esp. to bed (are vou going up _yet?), 22 \of 
a theatre curtain) raised etc. to reveal the stage. 
@ prep. 1 upwards along, through, or into (climbed up 
the ladder), 2 from the bottom to the top of. 3 along 
(walked up the road). 4 a at or in a higher part of (is 
situated up the street). b towards the source of (a river). 
@ adj. 1 directed upwards. 2 Brit. of travel towards a 
capital or centre (lhe up train: the up platform). @ n. a 
spell of good fortune. @ v. (upped, upping) 1 ini. 
collog. begin abruptly to say or do something (upped 
and hit him). 2 intr (foll. by with) raise; pick up (upped 
with his stick). 3 tr increase or raise (upped all then 
prices), 0 be all up with (with ifas subject) be hope- 
less for (a person). on the up and up collog. 1 Bri. 
steadily improving. 2 esp. NV. Amer honest(ly); on the 
level. something is up collog. something unusual 
or undesirable is afoot or happening. up against 
1 close to. 2 m or into contact with. 3 collog. 
confronted with (up against a problem). wp against it 
collog. i great difhiculties. up and about (or 
doing) having risen from bed; active. up and 
down 1 to and fro (along). 2 in every direction. 
3 collog. in varying health or spirits. up and 
running functioning; in operation. up for avyail- 
able for or being considered for (office cte.). up in 


uplink 


arms sec 4rM*. up the pole see pout’. up the 
spout sce srour. up sticks see sick! up to 1 until 
(up to the present). 2 not more than (you can have up to 
fwe). 3 less than or equal to (sums up to £10). 
4 incumbent on (if is up to you to say). 5 capable of 
(am not up to a long walk). 6 occupied or busy with 
(what have you been up to?). up to the mark see 
Mark, up to snuff see suri. up to one’s tricks 
see TRICK, up to a person’s tricks see TRICK. up 
with ini. expressing support for a stated person or 
thing. up yours coarse slang expressing contemptu- 
ous defiance or rejection. what’s up? collog. 1 what 
is going on? 2 what is the matter? [Old Enghsh] 

up- prefix in senses of ur, added: 1 as an adverb to 
verbs and verbal derivations, = ‘upwards’ (upeurved; 
update). 2 as a preposition to nouns forming adverbs 
and adjectives (up country; upiall). 3 as an adjective 
to nouns (upland; upstroke). 

up-and-coming ad}. collog. making good progress 
and likely to succeed. 

up-and-over adj. (of a door) opened by being 
raised and pushed back into a horizontal position. 

Upanishad n. each of a series of philosophical 
compositions concluding the exposition of the 
Vedas. [Sanskrit, from upa ‘near’ + ni-sad ‘sit down’) 

upbeat e 7. an unaccented beat in music. @ ad). 
collog. optimistic or cheerful. 

upbraid wir chide or reproach. [Old English] 
Oo upbraiding 2. 

upbringing 7. the bringing up of a child. [from 
obsolete upbring ‘to rear’] 

upchuck «nt, Gn. N. Ame. collog. vomit. 

upcoming ad. esp. .V. Amer. forthcoming; about to 
happen. 

up-country adv. © adj. inland. 

update e w./7, bring up to date. e 7. 1 the act or an 
instance of updating. 2 an updated version. 

updraught 7. (US updraft) an upward draught of 
alr, 

upend «.f, G inir. set or rise up on end. 

upfield adv. in or to a position nearer to the op- 
ponents’ end of a field. 

upfront ¢i//og. @ adv. (usu. up front) I at the front; 
in front. 2 (of payments) in advance. @ adj. 1 honest, 
open, frank. 2 (of payments) made in advance, 

upgrade e ?/y 1 raise in rank ete. 2 improve (equip- 
ment, machinery, etc.). @ 7. 1 the act or an instance 
of upgrading. 2 an upgraded piece of equipment 
etc. O upgradeable adj. (also upgradable) esp. 
Computing. 

upheaval 7. 1 a violent or sudden change or 
disruption. 2 Geol. an upward displacement of part 
of the Earth’s crust. 

uphill e ad. up a hill, slope, etc. @ adj. 1 sloping up; 
ascending. 2 arcluous (an uphill task). @ n. an upward 
slope. 

uphold 2/7, ( past and past part. upheld) 1 confirm 
(a decision etc.). 2 give support or countenance to. 
0 upholder 7. 

upholster »./ provide (furniture) with upholstery. 

upholsterer 7. a person who upholsters furniture, 
esp. professionally. [based on obsolete uphold ‘to 
keep in repair’] 

upholstery 7. 1 A textile covering, padding, 
springs, etc., for furniture. 2 an upholstercr’s 
work. 

upkeep . 1 maintenance in good condition. 2 the 
cost or means of this. 

upland e 2. high or hilly country. @ ad. of or relat- 
ing to this. 

uplift e vt. 1 esp. Brit. raise. 2 elevate morally or 
spiritually. @ x. 1 the act or an instance of being 
raised. 2 collog. a morally or spiritually elevating 
influence. 3 support for the bust ete. from a 
garment. 0 uplifter 7. 

uplighter n. a light placed or designed to throw 
illumination upwards. 

uplink 7. & ». e 7. a communications link to a satel- 
lite. @ v/r, provide with or send by such a link 


iC) 


upmarket 


upmarket adj. & adv. towards or relating to the 
dearer or more affluent sector of the market. 
upon prep, = on. [Middle English] 


a Usage [ pon is sometimes more formal than on, 
but is standard in the phrases once upon a time and 
upon my word, and im uses such as row upon row of seats 
and Christmas ts almost upon us. 


upper! e ad. 1 higher in position or status (éhe upper 
class) 2 situated above another part (the upper atmos 
phere; the upper lip). 3 (Upper) situated on higher 
ground (Upper Egypt). en. the part of a boot or shoe 
above the sole. OG om one’s uppers collog. 
extremely short of money. [Middle English] 

upper? 2. s/ang a stimulant drug, esp. an amphet- 
amine. [based on vp (v.)| 

upper case 7. (hyphenated when a/ltri/.) capital 
letters. 

upper class e 7. the highest class of society, esp. the 
aristocracy. @ ad). (upper-class) of the upper class. 

upper crust n. (prec. by the) collog. the aristocracy. 

uppercut e 7. an upwards blow delivered with the 
arm bent. @ 7/7 hit with an uppercut. 

upper hand 7». (prec. by the) dominance or control. 

Upper House ». the higher house in a legislature, 
esp. the House of Lords. 

uppermost e ad. 1 highest in place or rank. 
2 predominant. e@ adv. at or to the highest or most 
prominent position. 

uppish adj. esp. Brit. collog. sell-assertive or arrogant. 

uppity adj. collug. uppish, snobbish. [fanciful from cy] 

uprate 7/7, 1 increase the value of (a pension, bene- 
fit, etc.). 2 upgrade. 

upright e ad. 1 erect, vertical (an upright posture; stood 
upright). 2 (of a piano) with vertical strings 
3 honourable or honest. 4 (of a picture, book, etc.) 
greater ut height than breadth. @ x. La post or rod 
fixed upright esp. as a structural support. 2 9 an 
upright piano. [Old English] 6 uprightness n. 

uprising 7. a rebellion or revolt. 

upriver adi. & adj. towards or situated at a point 
nearer the source of a river. 

uproar 7. a tumult; a violent disturbance. [from 
Dutch oproer| 

uproarious adj. 1 very noisy. 2 provoking loud 
laughter. 0 uproariously ad. uproariousness 7. 

uproot :. 1 / pull a plant etc.) up from the ground. 


OP RiGhHT 


Developed at the turn of the 19th century, 
the upright piano has vertical wire strings 
stretched over a metal frame. When a key is 
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URANUS 


With a diameter of about 51,000 km, 
Uranus is the third largest planet in 
the solar system. It is a cold gas 
giant, believed to consist of a 

mixture of gas and ice around 

a solid core. Uranus is ulted 
at 97.9° and so rolls on its 


: 2 ; atmosphere 
side along its orbital path. — pereing into 
It has 15 moons, 10 rings interior - 
made up of boulders, and 
a broad ring of dust. solid 


rocky core 
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2 tr. displace (a person). 3 t% eradicate. 4 mir. move 
away from one’s accustomed location or home. 


uprush 77. an upward rush. 

ups-a-daisy var. of UPsy-paisy. 

upscale adj. © adv, \. Amer. upmarket. 

upset e 2. (upsetting: fas/ and past part. upset) 
1 &: GS intr. overturn or be overturned. 2 ¢ disturb 
the composure or digestion of (was very upset by 
the new). 3 fr. disrupt. @ n. 1 a condition of upsetting 
or being upset (a slomach upset). 2 a surprising result 
in a game etc. @ adj. disturbed (an upset stomach 
Oo upsetter 7. upsettingly ado. 

upshot 7. the outcome or conclusion. 

upside 7. 1 the positive aspect of something; an 
advantage. 2 an upward movement of share prices 
ale 

upside down e adz. 1 with the upper part where 
the lower part should be; in an inverted position. 
2 in or into total disorder (everything was turned 


depressed, a damper lifts from the string as 
a hammer strikes it, making it vibrate. The 
three pedals vary the quality of the notes. 

tuning pins —__. pin block 
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upside down). @ adj. (also upside-down a/irih.) that is 
positioned upside down; inverted. [Middle English, 
originally up so down} 

upsilen /up-sy-l6n/ 7. the twentieth letter of the 
Greek alphabet (Y, v). [Greek, literally ‘slender U’] 

upstage e adj. S adv. 1 nearer the back of a theatre 
stage. & THrvrer. 2 snobbish(ly). @ v.tr 1 (of an actor) 
move upstage to make (another actor) face away 
from the audience. 2 divert attention from (a 
person) to oneself. 

upstairs e adv. to or on an upper floor. @ ad. (also 
upstair) situated upStairs. @ 7. an upper floor. 

upstanding adj. 1 standing up. 2 strong and 
healthy. 3 honest. 

upstart @ 7. a person who has risen suddenly to 
prominence, esp. one who behaves arrogantly. 
@ adj. 1 that is an upstart. 2 of or characteristic of 
an upstart. 

upstate (Sen. part of a state remote from its large 
cities, esp. the northern part. @ ad. of or relating to 
this part. @ adz, in or to this part. 

upstream e adi. against the flow of a stream etc. 
@ “dj. Moving upstream. 

upsurge 7. an upward surge. 

upswept ad. 1 (of the hair) combed to the top of 
the head. 2 curved or sloped upwards. 

upswing 7. an upward movement or trend. 

upsy-daisy 7/. (also ups-a-daisy, oops-a-daisy) 
expressing encouragement to a child who is being 
lifted or has fallen. [alteration of up-a-daisy, from 
extended form of a-day| 

uptake x. 1 collog. understanding; comprehension 
‘esp. quick or slow on the uptake). 2 the act or an 
instance of taking up. 

uptempo ad. & adv. Mus. played with a fast or 
increased tempo. 

upthrust 7. 1 upward thrust. 2 Geol, = vpHbavar 2. 

uptight adj. collog. 1 nervously tense or angry. 
2 rigidly conventional. 

up to date adj. (hyphenated when attrib.) meeting or 
according to the latest requirements, knowledge, or 
fashion. 

uptown .\. Amer. @ adj. of or in the residential part 
of a town or city. @ adv. in or into this part. @ n. this 
part. 0 uptowner a. 

upturn @ 7. 1 an upward trend; an improvement. 
2 an upheaval. @ w.é turn up or upside down. 

upward e adv. (also upwards) towards what is 
higher, superior, larger in amount, more import- 
ant, or earlier. @ adj. moying, extending, pointing, 


upwardly 


or leading upward. 6 upwards of more than 
( found upwards of forty specimens). [Old English] 

upwardly adv. in an upward direction. 

upwardly mobile adj. aspiring to advance socially 
or professionally. 

upward mobility 7. 
advancement. 

upwind adj. & adv. against the direction of the 
wind. 

ur- comb. form primitive, original, earliest. [German] 

uranium 7. Chem. a radioactive grey dense metallic 
element capable of nuclear fission and therefore 
used as a source of nuclear energy. [based on 
Uranus, the planet] a uranic ad). 

Uranus 1. < a planet discovered by Herschel in 
1781, the outermost of the solar system except 
Neptune and Pluto. > soir system. [Latin from 
Greek Ouranos ‘heaven, Uranus’, in Greek Mythol. 
the son of Gaea (Earth) and father of Kronos 
(Saturn), the Titans, etc. | 

urban ag. of, living in, or situated in a town or city 
(an urban population). [based on Latin urbs urbis ‘city’ | 

urbane adj. suave; elegant and refined in manner. 
[related to urnan] O urbanely adv. 

urban guerrilla 7. a terrorist operating in an 
urban area. 

urbanism 7. 1 urban character or way of life. 
2 a study of urban life. 5 urbanist n. 


social or professional! 


urbanite 7. a dweller in a city or town. ‘| 


urbanity 7. 1 an urbane quality; refinement of 
manner. 2 urban life. 

urbanize »./7, (also -ise) 1 make urban. 2 destroy 
the rural quality of (a district). 0 urbanization 7. 

urban myth 7. (also chiefly \. dmer urban 
legend) an entertaining story or piece of informa- 
tion of uncertain origin that is circulated as though 
true. 

urchin 7. § a mischievous child, esp. young and 
raggedly dressed. 2 SEA URCHIN. [from Latin 
(hjercius “*hedgehog’| 

Urdu 2. a-language related to Hindi but with many 
Persian words, an official language of Pakistan and 
also used in India. [from Hindi (zaban i) urdi 
‘(language of the) camp’] 

urea /yuu-ree-a/ n. Biochem. a soluble nitrogenous 
compound contained esp. in urine. [based on 
Greek ouron ‘urine’| 0 ureal ad). 

ureter /yoo-ree-ter/ n. the duct by which urine 
passes from the kidney to the bladder or cloaca. 


> urinary sysiem. [from Greek ourétér] a ureteral. 


adj. ureteric adj. ureteritis 2. 
urethane /yoor-i-thayn/ n. Chem. an amide used 
in plastics and paints. [from French uréthane| 

] urethra /yoo-ree-thra/ n. (//. wrethrae /-ree/ or 
urethras) the duct by which urine is discharged 
from the bladder. © cvrinary system. [from Greek 
ourethra| O urethral ad). urethritis 7. 

] urge e@ w./r 1 drive forcibly; hasten (urged them on; urged 
the horses forward). 2 encourage or entreat earnestly 
or persistently (urged them to go, urged them to action, 
urged that they should go), 3 (often foll. by on, upon) 
advocate (an action or argument etc.) emphatically 
(to a person). 4 adduce forcefully as a reason or 
justification (urged the seriousness of the problem). 5 ply 

| (a person etc.) hard with argument or entreaty, 
e 2. 1 an urging impulse or tendency. 2 a strong 

| desire. [from Latin urgére ‘to press, drive’] 

urgent ad). 1 requiring nnmediate action or atten- 
tion (an urgent need for help). 2 importunate. [from 
Latin urgent- ‘pressing’ 0 urgency n. urgently adz. 

uric ad. of or relating to urine. (from French unque| 

uric acid 7. an almost insoluble acid forming the 
main nitrogenous waste product in birds, reptiles, 
and insects. 

urinal 7). 1 a sanitary fitting for men to urinate into. 
2 a place or receptacle for uration, [from Late 
Latin urmal| 

| urinary ad. 1 of or relating to urine. 2 affecting or 

occurring in the urinary system (urinary diseases). 


URINARY SYSTEM 


‘The human urinary system facilitates regu- 
lation of the amount and composition of 
fluids in the body. The kidneys filter blood 
to form urine for the excretion of waste 
products. Ureters carry the urine to the 
bladder where it is stored until it can be 
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urinary system 7. A the system of organs and 
structures in the body that are concerned with the 
excretion and discharge of urine. 


urinate winiz discharge urine. [based on medieval 
Latin urmatus ‘having passed water’] 0 urination n. 

urine #7. a fluid secreted as waste from the blood by 
the kidneys, stored in the bladder, and discharged 
through the urethra. [from Latin urna] 

URL addr, uniform (or universal) resource locator, 
the address of a World Wide Web page. 

urn 7. La vase with a foot and usu. a rounded body, 
esp. for storing the ashes of the cremated dead. 
2 a large vessel with a tap, in which tea or coffee 
etc. is made or kept hot. [from Latin urna| 

uro- cumb. form urine. [from Greck ouron] 


urogenital ad. of or relating to urinary and genital 
products or organs. 

urology i. the scientific study of the urinary system. 
Oo urologic ad). 
urological ad). 
urologist 71. 

Ursa Major 1.» a 
prominent constcla- 
tion in the northern 


ee 


sky, containing seven 

bright stars. [Latin, 

literally “greater (she-) 

bear’] ==, 

Ursa Minor 7. ¥ a URSA MAJOR: FIGURE 


OF A BEAR FORMED 
EROM THE STARS OF 
Ursa Major 


Ss . Polaris 


VO 


small constellation 
containing the north 
celestial pole and the 
pole star. [Latin, liter- 
ally ‘lesser (she-)bear’] 


URSA MINOR: FIGURE 
OF \ SMALI. BEAR LORMLED 
TROND SE e ele bos, (1: rey, 
URSA MINOR 


use 


discharged. At this time, the bladder 
contracts, the bladder and urethral outlets 
(sphincters) relax, and the urine is expelled. 
A woman’s bladder is smaller and lower m 
the pelvis than a man’s, and her urethra is 
about one-fifth the length of a man’s, 
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ursine ad). of or like a bear. [based on Latin ursus 
‘bear’ | 

urticaria 7. \fed. nettle-rash. [based on Latin urtica 
netie | 

US abi. 1 


viceable. 


United States (of America). 2 Brit, unser- 


us pron. 1 objective case of we (they saw us). 2 collog. = 0" 
(give us a kiss). [Old English] 


a Usage See Usage Note at tier. 


USA abbr. 1 United States of America. 2 US United 
States Army. 
usable adj. (also useable) that can be used. 
0 usability 7. 
USAF abbr. United States Air Force. 
usage 7. 1 a manner of using or treating; use 
(damaged by rough usage). 2 habitual or customary 
practice, [from Old French] 
USB abbr. Computing 
® universal serial 
hus. a connector 
which enables 
? any of a vari- 
ety of periph- 
eral devices to be 


plugged in to a PSR GABL 
computer. } 
use e wir /yooz/ 1 cause to act or serve for a 


purpose; bring into service. 2 treat in a specified 
manner (/hey used him shamefully). 3 exploit for one’s 
own ends (they are just using you), & (in past; foll. by fo 
+ infin.) did or had in the past as a customary prac- 
lice or state (/ used lo be an archaeologst). 5 (as used 
/yoos—_ predic.adj.) Voll. by to) familiar by habit; 
accustomed not used lo hard work). @ n. /yooss/ 1 the 
( put it to good 
use). 2 the neht or power of using lost the use of m 
right arm;. 3a the ability to be used (@ lorch would 


act of using or the state of being used 


Stale 


use-by date 


UTENSIL 


Most households have a basic set of 
cooking utensils for the preparation 
of food. Since cooking as a hobby 
has increased in popularity, the range 
and quality of utensils available has 
grown with it. While there have been 
many innovations, a well-equipped 
kitchen will still have most of the 
traditional tools shown here. 
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POULURY SHEARS 
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[Ret TE SHIRTS 


be of 


7}. b the purpose for which a thing can be 
used (1) no we lalking). 4 custom or usage (ong use has 
reconciled me to it). @ could use callog. would be glad 
to have; would be improved by having, have no 
use for L be unable to find a use for. 2 dislike or be 
impatient with. make use of 1 employ, apply. 
2 benefit from. use up 1 consume completely, use 
the whole of. 2 find a use for (something remaining). 


3 exhaust or wear out. [based on Latin asus “used | 


a Usage In sense + of the verb, the negative and 


interrogative can be formed in two ways: (1) Nega- 
tive: wed nol/usednt lo, c.g. He used not to ymoke 
Interrogative wed \ lo?, c.g, Used he ta smoke? (2 


Negative did not/didn? use lo, e.g. He did't use to 
whe. Interrogative did NV use lo?, e.g. Did he use to 
smoke? Note the correct speings of the abbreviated 


negative forms, usedn’ to, didnt use to. ld ent to and 
didn'l used to are incorrect. All the forms given at (1 
ancl are acceptable but those at (1) are mor 
formal. The interrogative form at (1) tends to 
sound over-formal 

use-by date ; p. Brit, a date markecl on a perish- 


a foodstuff, recommending the 


houle be used 


able product, esp 
date by which it 


SERVING, 


STRAINING, AND MIXING 
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COLANDER 


SKIMMER 


| 2 0 


MEILAL WHISKS SIMIC eNes WOODLN 
SPOON 


EASURING — 


e™ SPOONS 


LRADIEIONAL 
SCNIELS 


useful ai). 1 a of usc; serviceable. b producing or 
able to produce good results (gave me some useful 
hints), 2 collog. highly creditable or efficient (a useful 
performance). O usefully adv. usefulness n. 
useless ad. 1 serving no purpose; unavailing 
2 collog. feeble or ineflectual (am useless at scermming). 
ouselessly adi. uselessness 1. 
Usenet wv. Computing an Internet service consisting ol 
thousands of newsgroups. 
user 1. La person who uses or operates something, 
2 collog. a drug addict. 
user-friendly adj. csp. Gompuling (of a machine o1 
system) designed to be easy to usc 
usher e 7. 1 a person who shows people to their 
seats in a hall or theatre etc. 2 a doorkeeper at a 
court etc. 3 Bni. an othcer walking before a person 
of rank. @ ufe Tact as usher to. 2 .usu. foll. by an 
announce or show in ete. (ushered us into the room: 
ushered in a neve’ era). [based on Latin ostium “door | 
usherette 7. a female usher esp. in a cinema. 
USN abi: United States Nav. 
USSR «hl. test, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
usual «dj. 1 such as commonly occurs: customary, 
habitual the formalities: i ts 


nvual sual to lip them: 


Uzi 


forgot my keys as usual). 2 (prec. by the, my, etc.) collog. 
a person’s usual drink etc. [from Old French] 
D usually adv. usualness 7. 

usurer 7. a person who practises usury, [from Old 
French macer| " 

usurp @ 1 #7: seize (a throne or power etc.) wrongtully. 
2 int; (foll. by on, upon) encroach. [from Latin usurpare 
‘to seize for use’] 0 usurpation 7. usurper 7. 

usury 7. 1 the act or practice of lending money at 
interest, esp. Laz’ at an exorbitant rate. 2 interest at 
this rate. [from Latin usura, related to tse] 

utensil 7, < an implement or vessel (cooking utensils). 
[medieval Latin, literally ‘usable (thing)’] 

uterine adj. 1 of or relating to the uterus. 2 born 
of the same mother but not the same father (saster 
ulerine). [from Late Latin utermus| 

uterus 7. (pl. uteri /-ry/) the womb, > REPRODUCTIVE 
orcans. [Latin] 

utilitarian e adj. 1 designed to be useful rather 
than attractive; severely practical. 2 of utilitarian- 
ism. @ x, an adherent of utilitarianism, 

utilitarianism 7. 1 the doctrine that actions arc 
right if they are useful or for the benefit of a major- 
ity. 2 the doctrine that the greatest happiness of the 
greatest number should be the guiding principle of 
conduct. 

utility 7, (p/. -ies) 1 the condition of being useful or 
profitable. 2 a useful thing. 3 = pusuic vriniry. 
4 (attrib) a severely practical and standardized 
(utility furnilure). b made or serving for utility. [from 
Latin uftlitas| 

utility program 7. Computing a program for carry- 
ing out a routine function. 

utility room 7. a room equipped with appliances 
for washing, ironing, and other domestic work. 

utility vehicle 7. (also utility truck etc.) a vehicle 
capable of serving various functions. 

utilize viz, (also -1se) turn to account; use effect- 
ively. {from Italian witiizzare] O utilizable ad). 
utilization 7. . 

utmost e adj. furthest, extreme, or greatest (the 
utmost limits). @ n. (prec. by the) the utmost point or 
degree etc, [Old English] 

Utopia 7. (also utopia) an imagined perfect place 
or state of things. [title of a book (1516) by Thomas 
More: based on Graek ou ‘not’ + topos ‘place’| 

Utopian (also utopian) e@ adj. characteristic of 
Utopia; idealistic. @ 7m. an idealistic reformer. 
0 Utopianism 7. 

utter! altrib.adj. complete, absolute (utter misery). [Old 
English in sense ‘outer’] 0 utterly adv. 

utter? vf 1 emit audit ly (uttered a startled cry). 
2 express in words. 3 Law put (esp. forged money) 
into circulation. {from Middle Dutch deren ‘to 
make known’] 0 utterer n. 


utterance )!. 1 the act or an instance of uttering. 
2 a thing spoken. 3 the power of speaking. 

uttermost a7). furthest, extreme. 

U-turn 7. 1 the turning of a vehicle in a U-shaped 
course so as to face in the opposite direction. 
2. a reversal of policy. 

UV abbr. ultvaviolet, 

UVA abbr, ultraviolet radiation of relatively long 
wavelengths 

UVB «bdr, ultraviolet radiation of relatively short 
wavelengths. 


uvula /yoov-yoo-li/ n. (p/. uvulae uvula 
/-lee/) Anal. » a fleshy exten- Co — 
sion of the soft palate hang- ee aoe 
ing above the — throat. i 
Jbased on Latin za 


“91 ape | oO uvular ad). 

uxorious adj. greatly or 
excessively fond of one’s 
wile. [based on Latin wxo 
‘wife'] O uxoriousness 71. 

Uzi n. a type of  sub- 
machine gun. [from l zze/ 
Gal, the Israeli army officer 
who clesigned it] 


UVULA 


V' 2. (also v) (pl. Vs or V’s) 1 the twenty-second 
letter of the alphabet. 2 a V-shaped thing. 3 (as a 
Roman numeral) five. 

V? symb. 1 Chem. the element vanadium. 2 a volt(s). 
b voltage, potential difference. 

v abbr. {also v.) 1 verse. 2 verso. 3 versus. 4 very. 5 vide. 
6 velocity. 

vac n. collog. 1 Brit. vacation. 2 vacuum cleaner. 

vacancy 7. (~/. -ies) 1 the state of being vacant. 2 an 
unoccupied job (there are three vacancies for typists). 3 an 
available room in a hotel ete. 

vacant aq). 1 not filled or occupied. 2 not mentally 
active; showing no interest (had a vacant stare). [from 
Old French] o vacantly ado. 

vacant possession n. Bri!. ownership of a house 
etc. with any previous occupant having moved out. 

vacate vf 1 leave vacant or cease to occupy (a 
house, room, etc.). 2 give up tenure of (a post etc.). 
[based on Latin vacatus ‘made empty’| 

vacation e 7. 1 a fixed period of cessation from 
work, esp. in universities and law courts. 2 A. 
Amer. a holiday. 3 the act of vacating (a house or 
post etc.). @ want US take a holiday. [from Old 


VACUUM CLEANER 


Vacuum cleaners suck up dust using a 
strong current of air and hold it in a bag or 
container. In a cyclone vacuum cleaner, the 
air and dust mix rotates inside a chamber. 
As it enters an inner cylinder, its speed 
decreases, and the dust falls into a bin. 
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CYCLONE VACUUM CLEANER 


French, related to vacate] 0 vacationer n. vaca- 
tionist 7. 

vaccinate v.ty, inoculate with a vaccine to provide 
immunity against a disease. O vaccination 1. 
vaccinator 71. 

vaccine /vak-seen/ n. a preparation used to stim- 
ulate the production of antibodies and provide 
immunity against one or several diseases. [from 
modern Latin virus vaccinus “cowpox vaccine’] 

vacillate /vas-i-layt/ vintr, 1 fluctuate in opinion or 
resolution, 2 move from side to side; oscillate, waver. 
[based on Latin vacillatus ‘swayed’| 0 vacillation n. 

vacua /)/. of vacuum. 

vacuole n, Biol. a space within the cytoplasm of a 
cell, enclosed by a membrane and usu. containing 
fluid. > cent, pivrom. [French] 0 vacuolar ad). 

vacuous adj. 1 lacking expression (@ vacuous stare). 
2 unintelligent (@ vacuous remark). 3 empty. [from 
Latin vacuus ‘empty’] 0 vacuity 7. vacuously ado. 
vacuousness 7. 

vacuum e@ 7. (//. vacuums or vacua) | a space 
entirely devoid of matter. 2 a space or vessel from 
which the air has been completely or partly 
removed by a pump etc. 3 a the absence of the 
normal or previous content of a place, environ- 
ment, etc. b the absence of former circumstances, 
activities, etc. 4 (p/. vacuums) collog. a vacuum 
cleaner. @ v. collog. 1 & clean with a vacuum cleaner. 
2 intr. use a vacuum cleaner. [modern Latin, liter- 
ally ‘empty (thing)} 

vacuum cleaner 7. < an apparatus for removing 
dust etc. by suction. O vacuum- 
clean wintr. & tr. spout 

vacuum flask n. esp. Bril. 
> a vessel with a double 
wall enclosing a vac- 


Stopper 


uum so that the li- liquid . 
quid in the inner 
receptacle retains its — parynm 
temperature. 
vacuum-packed ad. yy h/e 
sealed after the par- — zyq// 
tial removal of air 
vacuum pump #. a stlvering 
pump for producing re/leciy 
a vacuum. ear 
vacuum tube 7. a 
tube with a near- cushioning 
vacuum for the free — spring — 


passage of electric cur- 
rent. 

vade mecum 7. a hand- 
book or guide kept constantly 
at hand. |Latin, ‘go with me’] 

vagabond e 7. a wanderer, esp. an idle one. @ ad). 
having no fixed habitation; wandering. [from Latin 
vagabundus| D vagabondage n. 

vagary /vay-ga-ri/ n. (pl, -ies) a caprice; an eccen- 
tric idea or act (the vagaries of Fortune). [based on 
Latin vagari ‘to wander | 

vagina 7. (//. vaginas or vaginae /-ncc/) 1 the 
canal between the uterus and vulva of a woman 
or other female maminal. & REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS. 
[Latin, literally ‘sheath, scabbard’] a vaginal ad). 
vaginitis 1. 

vagrant e 7. 1 a person without a settled home or 
regular work. 2 archaic a wanderer. @ adj. character- 
istic of or relating to a vagrant or vagrancy. [from 
Anglo-French vag(a)raun!] 0 vagrancy n. 

vague adj. 1 of uncertain or ill-defined meaning or 
character (gave a vague answer, has some vague idea of 
emigrating). 2 inexact in thought, expression, or 
understanding. [French, literally ‘wandering, 
uncertain’| O vaguely ad. vagueness 1. 

vagus /vay-giis/ n. (pl. vagi /-jy/) Anal. cither of 
the tenth pair of cranial nerves, with branches to 
the heart, lungs, and viscera. & NeRvots syste. 
{Latin, literally ‘wandering’| o vagal ad). 

vain adj. 1 excessively proud or conceited. 2 empty, 
trivial (vam boasts: vain triumphs). 3 useless: followed 


VACUUM FLASK; 
CROSS-SECTION 


valet 


VALENCY 


The valency of an atom is the number of 
chemical bonds it is able to make. Hydro- 
gen has a valency of one, so valency is 
measured by this standard. To form a 
compound (as below), the total valencies | 
of the elements present must be equal. 


ALUMINIUM OXYGEN 
ATOM ATOM 
valency valency | 
of three of two 
aluminium . oxygen | 


(total (total 

valency valency 
of six) of vans 
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ALUMINIUM ONIDE MOLECULE 


by no good result (in the vain hope of dissuading them). 
D in vain without success (it was in vain thal we 
protested). take a person’s name in vain usc it 
lightly or profanely. [from Latin vanus ‘empty, with- 
out substance’| 0 vainly adv. 
vainglory 2. literary boastfulness; extreme vanity. 
[Middle English] 0 vainglorious adj. vainglori- 
ously adi. 
valance /val-anss/ n. (also valence) a short 
curtain round the frame or canopy of a bed- 
steacl, above a window, or under a shelf. [based 
on Old French avaler ‘to descend’] 0 valanced 
adj. 
vale n. archaw or poet. (except in place names) a 
valley (Vale of the White Horse). [from Latin vallis| 
valediction /val-i-dik-shon/ n. 1 the act or an 
instance of bidding farewell. 2 the words used in 
this. [based on Latin valedictus ‘having said 
farewell’ 
valedictory /val-i-dik-t6ri/ @ adj. serving as a 
farewell. e n. (pl. -ies) a farewell address. 
valence! /vay-lénss/ n. Chem, = VALency. 
valence® 
valency /vay-lén-si/ n, (pl. -ies) Brit. Chem. & the 
combining power of an atom measured by the 
number of hydrogen atoms it can displace or 
combine with, [from Late Latin valentia ‘power, 
competence’ } 
valentine 7. 1 » a card 
or gift sent, often anony- 
mously, as a mark of 
love on St Valentine's 
Day (14 Feb.). 2 a sweet- 
heart chosen on this day. 
[from Latin balentinus, 
name of two saints] 
valerian /vi-leer-ian/ 
n. 1a plant of the genus 
Faleriana (family Valer- 
anaceac) with small usu. 
pink or white flowers and 
strong-smelling roots, esp, 
‘in full common valer- 
ian) Jaleriana officinals. 
2 a drug from the root 
of this. [from medieval 
Latin valenana (herba)| 
valet /val-ay/ en. la 
man’s personal atten- 
dant who looks after his clothes etc. 2 a hotel etc. 
employee with similar duties. @ z. \valeted, valet- 
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valetudinarian 


VALLEY 


Jalleys form through fluvial and glacial 
crosion or where the land between two 
faults sinks. Those carved by glaciers have a 
characteristic U shape, and are often associ- 
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stream 
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' lake 


SECTION 
THROUGH 
POST-GLACIAL 
VALLEY 


ing) 1 itz work as a valet. 2 ty act as a valet to. 3 tr 
clean or clean out (a car). [French, related to vast} 

valetudinarian e 7, a person of poor health or 
unduly anxious about health. @ adj. of or being a 
valetudinarian. [from Latin valetudinarius “in ill 
health] 

Valhalla n. (in Norse mythology) a palace in which 
the souls of slain heroes feasted for eternity. [from 
Old Norse valr ‘the slain’ + Adi! hall’ 

valiant adj. brave. {from Old French vailani| 0 vali- 
antly ad. 

valid ad. 1 (of a reason, objection, etc.) sound or 
defensible. 2 a executed with the proper formalities 
(a valid contract). b legally acceptable (a valid passport). 
¢ not having reached its expiry date. [from Latin 
validus ‘strong’| 0 validity n. validly ade. 

validate v./7, make valid; ratify. o validation n. 

valise /va-leez/ n. 1 a kitbag. 2 US a small port- 
manteau. [from Italian valigia| 

Valium /val-itim/ n. propr. the drug diazepam used 
as a tranquillizer. (20th-century coinage | 

Valkyrie /val-keer-i/ 7. (in Norse mythology) each 
of Odin’s twelve handmaidens who conducted 
the slain warriors of their choice from the battle- 
field to Valhalla. [from Old Norse talkyrja, literally 
‘chooser of the slain’ 

valley n. (pl. -eys) 1 & a low area between hills and 
usu, with a stream flowing through it. © GLacter, RIF! 
vad). 2 any depression compared to this. 3 Archi. 
an internal angle formed by the intersecting planes 
of a roof. [from Latin zallrs} 

valor (Svar. of vwworr. 

valour n. (5 valor) courage, esp. in battle. [from 
Late Latin valor] G valorous ad). 

valuable e adj. of great value. price, or worth (a 
valuable property, valuable information), @ n. (usu. in pl.) 
a valuable thing. o valuably ad:. 

valuation 7. 1 a an estimation (csp. by a profes- 
sional valuer) of a thing’s worth. b the worth esti- 
mated. 2 the price set on a thing, 


value e 7. 1 the worth, desirability, or utility of a 
thing, or the qualities on which these depend 
(the value of regular erercise). 2 worth as estimated (sel 
a high value on my time). 3 the amount for which a 
thing can be exchanged in the open market. 
4 the equivalent of a thing | paid them the value of then 
lost property). 3 {in full value for money) something 
well worth the money spent. 6 the ability of a thing 
to serve a purpose or cause an effect (nerves value: 
nuisance value). 7 av pl.) one’s principles or standards; 
one’s judgement of what is valuable or important 
in hfe. 8 Vu, the duration of the sound signified by 
anote. 9 Math, the amount denoted by an algebraic 
term or expression. 10 the relative rank or import- 
ance of a playing card, chess piece, etc. LE Physics 


erratic 


ated with hanging valleys, formed when a 
glacier slices off the ends of valleys that 
slope into it. The movement of debris by 
the ice also leaves very distinctive features. 
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sleep side 


moraine 


glacially 
moulded 
rock 
mound 


"| 


& Chem. the numerical measure of a quantity or a 
number denoting magnitude on some conventional 
scale (the value of gravity at the equator). @ v.tr. (values, 
valued, valuing) 1 estimate the value of; appraise 
(esp. professionally) (valued the property al £200,000). 
2 have a high or specified opinion of (a valued 
rend). 0 good (or poor etc.) value well worth (or 
not worth) the money or attention spent. [based on 
Latin valere “to be worth’| o valueless ad. 

value added tax 7. a tax on the amount by which 
the value of an article has been increased at each 
stage of its production. 

value judgement 2. a subjective estimate of qual- 
ity etc. 

valuer n. esp. Bril. a person who estimates or 
assesses values, esp. professionally, 

valve n. 1 a device for controlling the passage of 
fluid through a pipe etc., esp. an automatic device 
allowing movement in one direction only. 2 Anat. & 
<ool. ¥ a membranous part of an organ ete. allow- 
ing a flow of blood etc. in one direction only. 3 Brit. 
= 1HERMIONIG VALVE. 4 a device to vary the effective 
length of the tube in a brass musical instrument. 
D> srass. 5 each of the two shells of an oyster, 
mussel, etc. & pivatve, oysine. [from Latin valva ‘leaf 
of a folding door] 0 valved ad). (also in comb). 


VALVE 


Jalves such as the aortic valve in the 
human heart ensure unidirectional blood 
| flow. A build-up of pressure in the heart 
chamber as it fills with blood forces the 
cusps of the valve to open; once the blood 
flows out into the aorta, the cusps snap shut 
and prevent blood from pouring backwards. 


direction of 


hloud flow 


blood flow 
blocked 


cusps folded cusps dilate 


hack and clase 
CORDA NCC: CLOSED AORTIC 
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vane 


valvular adj. 1 having a valve or valves. 2 having 
the form or function of a valve. 

valvulitis 7. inflammation of the valves of the heart. 

vamoose winir (esp. as it.) US slang depart 
hurriedly. [from Spanish vamos ‘let us go"] 

vamp'e 7. 1 the upper front part of a boot or shoe. 
& sHor. 2 Mus. a short simple introductory passage 
usu. repeated several times until otherwise 
instructed, @ v. 1 é repair or furbish. 2 intr play a 
vamp. [from Old French avantpie] 

vamp? colloy. @ n. a woman who uses sexual attrac- 
tion to exploit men. @ v.zmir act as a vamp. [abbre- 
viation of var] O vampish ad. vampy ad). 

vampire 7. 1 a reanimated corpse supposed to 
leave its grave at night to suck the blood of persons 
sleeping. 2 (in full vampire bat) ¥ any tropical 
(esp. S. American) bat of the family Desmodonti- 
dae, with incisors for piercing flesh and feeding on 
blood. & nat. [from Hungarian vampir] 0 vampiric 
adj. vampirism 7. 


VAMPIRE BAT 
(Desmodus rotundus) 


incisors 


van' x. 1 a covered vehicle for conveying goods etc. 
2 Brit. a railway carriage for luggage or for the use 
of the guard. [abbreviation of caravan] 

van? n. 1 a vanguard. 2 the forefront. 

vanadium 7. Chem. a hard grey metallic element 
used in small quantities for strengthening some 
steels. [based on Old Norse Vanadis, a name of the 
Scandinavian goddess Freyja] 0 vanadate n. 

Van Allen belt x. cach of two regions of intense 
radiation partly surrounding the earth at heights of 
several thousand kilometres. [named after James A. 
Van Allen, the American physicist b. 1914] 

vandal e x. 1 a person who wilfully or maliciously 
destroys or damages property etc. 2 (Vandal) a 
member of a Germanic people that ravaged Gaul, 
Spain, N. Africa, and Rome in the 4th 5th c. @ ad). 
of or relating to the Vandals. [from Latin Tandalus} 

vandalism 2. wilful or malicious destruction or 
damage to property etc. 0 vandalistic adj. 

vandalize 1/7, (also -ise) destroy or damage wilfully 
or maliciously. 

vandyke e 7. 1 cach of a series of large points 
forming a border to lace or cloth etc. 2 a cape 
or collar etc. with these. @ adj. (Vandyke) in the 
style of dress, esp. with pointed borders, common 
in portraits by Van 
Dyck. [named 
after Sir A. Tan P 
Dyck, Flemish 7 
painter, 1599 ~~. 
1641] < 

Vandyke beard n. . 

a neat pointed beard. 

Vandyke brown @ 1. i —_ 
a deep rich brown. 
@ adj. (hyphenated 
when atinb) of 
this colour. 


7 VANES ON 
. A MODEL 
POST-MIL, 


vane 


vane 1, la= 
WEATULRY WNL. 
b an incon- 
stant person or 
thine, 2 » blade of a 
screw propeller or a 
windmill etc. [from 
Old English fana ‘han- 
ner | O vaned adj. 


vanguard 


vanguard 7. | the foremost part of an army or fleet 
advancing or ready to advance. 2 the leaders of a 
movement or of opinion etc. [from Old French 
avan(t)garde] 

vanilla 7. 1 a any tropical climbing orchid of the 
genus Vanilla, esp. V planifolia, with fragrant flowers. 
b (in full vanilla-pod) the fruit of these. 2 a 
substance obtained from the vanilla-pod or synthe- 
sized and used to flavour ice cream, chocolate, etc. 
[from Spanish vanilla ‘pod’] 

vanillin n. the fragrant principle of vanilla. 

vanish v.2ni, 1 a disappear suddenly. b disappear 
gradually; fade away. 2 cease to exist. [from Latin 
evanescere| 

vanishing point 7. ¥ the point at which receding 
parallel lines viewed in perspective appear to meet. 


vanishing point a 


chessboard 4 — 
viewed in ; 
perspective 


_ receding 
lines 


VANISHING POINT: RECEDING LINES ON A 
CHESSBOARD EXTENDED VO THE VANISHING POINT 


vanity 7. (/. -ies) 1 conccit and desire for admir- 
ation of one’s attainments or attractions. 2 a futility 
or insubstantiality (the vanity of human achievement). 
b an unreal thing. 3 ostentatious display. 4.V. Amer. 
a dressing table. {from Latin vaniias| 

vanity bag 7. (also vanity case) a bag or case 
carried by a woman and containing a small mirror, 
make-up, etc. 

vanity publisher 7. a publisher who publishes only 
at the author’s expense. 0 vanity publishing 7. 

vanity unit 7. a unit consisting of a washbasin set 
into a flat top with cupboards beneath. 

vanquish »./7, lierary conquer or overcome. [based 
on Latin vincere| O vanquisher n. 

vantage 7. (also vantage point or ground) a 
place affording a good view. [from Old French 
avaniage ‘advantage’ | 

vapid /vap-id/ adj. insipid; flat, dull (vapid moraliz- 
ing). [from Latin vapidus| 0 vapidity n. vapidly ad: 

vapor US var. of varour, 


vaporize wi; GS inir (also -ise) convert or be. 


converted into vapour. 0 vaporization n. 

vaporizer n. (also -iser) a device that vaporizes 
substances, esp. for medicinal inhalation. 

vapour (US vapor) e 7. 1 moisture or another 
substance diffused or suspended in air, e.g, mist or 
smoke, 2 Physics a gaseous form of a normally 
liquid or solid substance. 3 a medicinal agent for 
inhaling. 4 (in p/.) archaie a state of depression or 


melancholy, thought to be caused by exhalations of 


vapour from the stomach. @ v.inér 1 rise as vapour. 
2 make idle boasts or empty talk. [from Latin vapor 
‘steam, heat’} G vaporous adj, vapouring 7. 
vapoury ad). 

vapour trail 7. a trail of condensed water from an 
aircraft or rocket at igh altitude, seen as a white 
streak against the sky. 

var, abbr. variety. 

variable e adj. 1 a that can be varied or adapted. 
b (ol a gear) designed to give varying speeds. 2 apt 
to vary; not constant. 3 AJath. (of a quantity) indeter- 
minate: able to assume different numerical values. 
4 (of wind or currents) tending to change direction. 
5 Astron. (of a star) periodically varying in bright- 
ness. @ 7. 1 a variable thing or quantity. 2 Math. a 
variable quantity. 3 Naut. a a shifting wind. b (in p/.) 
the region between the NE and SE trade winds. 
[from Latin cariabilts| 0 variability n. variably adv, 

variance 7. 1 cliflerence of opinion; dispute, cis- 
agreement; lack of harmony (at variance among 


ourselves; a theory at variance with all known facts). 2 Law 
a discrepancy between statements or documents. 
{trom Latin variantia ‘difference’ 

variant e adj, 1 differing in form or details from the 
main one (a variant spelling). 2 having different forms 
(forty variant types of frgeon). 3 variable or changing. 
@ 7. a variant form, spelling, type, reading, etc. 
[from Old French] 

variation 7. 1 the act or an instance of varying 
2 departure from a former or normal condition, 
action, or amount, or from a standard or type 
(prices are subject to variation). 3 the extent of this. 
4 a thing that varies from a type. 5 Mus. a repetition 
of a theme in a changed or elaborated form. 
0 variational adj. 

varicella n. Med. = cuwksnrox. [based on variotas] 

varicoloured adj. (L’S varicolored) 1 variegated 
in colour. 2 of various or different colours. 

varicose adj. (esp. of the veins of the legs) 
affected by a condition causing them to become 
dilated and swollen. [from Latin vanicosus] 0 vari- 
cosity 7. 

varied ad. showing variety; diverse. 

variegate /vair-i-é-gayt/ utr 1 mark 

with irregular patches of different col- 
ours. 2 diversify in appearance, esp. 
colour. 3 (as variegated 
adj.) Bot. » (of plants) having leaves 
containing two or more colours. 
[based on Latin variegatus ‘made 
varied’| 0 variegation 7. 

varietal /va-ry-é-tal/ adj. 1 esp. Bol. 
& ool. of, forming, or designating a 
variety. 2 (of wine) made from a single 
designated variety of grape. 

variety 17. (pi. -ies) 1 diversity; 
absence of uniformity; many-sided- 
ness (nol enough vanety in our lives). 
2 a quantity or collection of ; 
different things (for a variely of ‘Hedera helix 
reasons). 3 a class of things ‘Goldchild 
different in some common qualities from the rest of 
a larger class to which they belong. 4 (foll. by of) a 
different form of a thing, quality, etc. 5 Biol. a a 
subspecies. b a cultivar. ¢ an individual or group 
usually fertile within the species to which it belongs 
but diflering from the species type in some qualities 
capable of perpetuation. 6 a mixed sequence of 
dances, songs, comedy acts, etc. (usu. attrib.: a variety 
show’). {from Latin varietas| 


variegated 


leaf 


varifocal e ad. (of a lens) allowing an infinite 
number of focusing distances for near, intermedi- 
ate. and far vision. @ x. (varifocals) varilocal 
glasses. 

variform «dj. having various forms. 

variola 7. .\fed. smallpox. [medieval Latin, literally 
‘pustule, pock’] 

variometer 7. 1 a device for varying the induct- 
ance in an electric circuit, 2 a device for indicating 
an aircralt’s rate of change of altitude. 

variorum e (dj. 1 (of an edition of a text) having 
notes by various editors or commentators. 2 (of an 
edition of an author's works) including variant 
readings. [Latun, from editto cum notis variorum 
‘edition with notes by various (commentators) | 

various adj. 1 cilferent, diverse (loo various lo form a 
gnup). 2 more than one, several ( for various reasons). 
[from Latin varius “changing, diverse’| 0 variously 
adv. variousness ". 


a Usage / ious (unlike several) cannot be used with 
of as (wrongly) in Janous of our friends arrived late. 


varlet n. archaic or joc. 1a menial or rascal. 2 hast. a 
knight’s attendant. [from Old French| 

varmint 1... Amer. or dial. a mischievous or discred- 
itable person or animal. [variant of varmin ‘vermin’] 

varnish e 7. 1 a resinous solution used to give a 
hard shiny transparent coating to wood, metal, 
paintings, etc. 2 any other preparation for a similar 
purpose (nail varnish). 3 aruficial or natural ¢lossi- 


VARIEGATED I\'5 


vasodilation 


ness. @ wiz, 1 apply varnish to. 2 gloss over (a fact). 
[from medieval Latin veronix ‘fragrant  resin’| 
O varnisher 1. 

varsity 7. (pl. -ies) 1 Brit. collog. (esp. with reference 
to sports) university. 2 V. Amer. a university etc. first 
team in a sport. 

vary v. (-ies, -ied) 1 i make different; modify, 
diversify (seldom varies the routine, the style is not 
sufficiently varied). 2. intr. a undergo change; become 
or be different (the temperature varies from 30° to 70°). 
b be of different kinds (his mood varies). 3 intr. (foll. 
by as) be in proportion to, [from Latin variare] 
0 varyingly adv. 

vas n. (pl. vasa) nat. a vessel or duct. [Latin, liter- 
ally ‘vessel’] 

vascular adj. of, made up of, or containing vessels 
for conveying blood or sap etc. (vascular functions; 
vascular tissue). [based on Latin vasculum ‘little 
vessel’] 0 vascularity 7. 

vascularize v./7, (also -ise) Afed. & Anat. (usu. in 
passive) make vascular, develop vessels in. 0 vascu- 
larization 7. 

vas deferens /def-¢r-enz/ 2. (pi. vasa deferen- 
tia /def-er-ren-shii/) Anat. the sperm duct from 
the testicle to the urcthra. & RiPRODUCTIVI, ORGANS. 
(Latin, literally ‘vessel carrying away’ | 

vase n. a vessel uscd as an ornament or container, 
esp. for flowers. [from Latin vas ‘vessel’ | 
vasectomy ». (//. -ies) the cutting and sealing 

of part of each vas deferens, esp. as a means of 

sterilization. O vasectomize v.ti: (also -1se). 

Vaseline e@ n. propr. a type of petroleum 

jelly used as an ointment, lubri- 

cant, etc. @ u./r (vaseline) treat 

with Vaseline. [formed irregu- 

larly from German Wasser 

‘water’ + Greek elation ‘oil’| 

vaso- comb. form a vessel, esp. a 

blood vessel  (vasoconstrictive). 
[from Latin vas] 

vasoactive adj. = VAsoMoror. 

vasoconstriction 7. ¥ the constriction of blood 
vessels. 0 vasoconstrictive ad. vasoconstrictor n. 

vasodilation 7. (also vasodilatation, ¥ the dilata- 
tion of blood vessels. O vasodilator n. vasodila- 
tory adj. 


VASOCONSTRICTION 
AND VASODILATION 


When the vasomotor centre in the human 
brain is activated, signals are sent via the 

, autonomic nervous system to muscle 

! fibres in the walls of blood vessels. These 
signals cause the muscle fibres to contract 
(vasoconstriction) or relax (vasodilation). 
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VATICAN 


The Vatican is the official residence of the 
Pope and 1s located within Vatican City, 
the seat of the central government of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The first papal 
residence on the site was built in 1198, but 
it was not until the 14th century that it 
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SURROUNDINGS 


vasomotor ad). causing constriction or dilatation of 
blood vessels. 

vassal n. /us/, a holder of land by feudal tenure on 
conditions of homage and allegiance. [from 
medieval Latin vassallus ‘retamer’] 0 vassalage n. 

vast adj. immense, huge (a vast expanse of water; a vast 
crowd). (from Latin vastus ‘void, immense] Oo vastly 
adv. vastness 1. 

VAT abbr. (in the UR) value adcled tax. 

vat n. ¥ a large tank or other vessel, esp. for holding 
liquids or something in liquid in the process of 
brewing, tanning, dyeing, etc. [Middle English, 
southern & western variant of obsolete fa/} 
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VAT? CUTAWAY VILW OF 
A WHISKY-MAKING VAT 


vatic ad. formal prophetic or inspired. [based on 
Latin vale, ‘prophet'| 

Vatican 1. 1 A the palace and official residence 
of the Pope in Rome. 2 papal government. 
{from Latin Jateanus, name of a hill in Rome| 

Vatican City n. an independent Papal State in 
Rome, instituted in 1929, 

Vatican Council 7. an ecumenical council of 
the Roman Catholic Church, esp. that hele in 
1869 70 or that held in 1962. 5. 


: ye 


Vedanta 


became the Pope’s principal residence. The 
palace buildings, few of which are earlier 
than the 15th century, are now museums 
that house one of the most important art 
collections in the world. They also include 
the Sistine Chapel and the Vatican library, 
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vaticinate /\a-tis-i-nayt/ vir & intr formal prophesy. 
(based on Latin vaticinatus *prophesied’] 0 vati- 
cinal ad, vaticination n. 

VATman 2. (f/. -men) Brit. collog. a customs and 
excise officer who administers VAT. 

vaudeville n. 1 esp. US variety entertainment. 2 a 
stage play on a trivial theme with interspersed 
songs. 3 a satirical or topical song with a refrain. 
[name reputedly given to songs by O. Basselin, 
15th-century Norman poet born at Tau de Fire] 
o vaudevillian adj. & n. 

Vaudois /yoh-dwah/ e 2. (pi. same) a native of 
Vaud in W. Switzerland. e adj. of or relating to 
Jaud. [French] 


' VAULT 


Usually composed of stone, concrete, or 
brick, vaults are heavy structures that exert 
downward and outward pressure on to their 
supports. The simplest form is the barrel 


TYPES OF VAULT 


BARREL VAULT GROIN VAULI 


vault e 7. 1 av an arched roof: b a continuous arch. 
c aset or series of arches whose joints radiate from 
a central point or line. 2 a vaultlike covering (the 
vault of heaven). 3 an enclosed space, esp. an under- 
ground chamber: a as a place of storage (bank 
vaults). b as a place of interment beneath a church 
orinacemetery etc. ( family vault). 4 an act of vault- 
ing. 5 Anat. the arched roof of a cavity. @ v. 1 mir. 
leap or spring, esp. while resting on one or both 
hands or with the help of a pole. 2 # spring over in 
this way. 3 ¢ (esp. as vaulted) a make in the form 
of a vault. b provide with a vault or vaults. [from 
Old French vaute} 0 vaulter n. 

vaulting 7. 1 arched work in a vaulted roof or ceil- 
ing. 2 a gymnastic or athletic exercise in which 
participants vault over obstacles. 

vaulting horse 2. ¥ a padded wooden block to be 
vaulted over by gymnasts. 
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vaunt vw. lilerary 1 ini, boast. 2 tx boast of; extol 
boastfully. [based on Latin vanus ‘vain’ | 

V-chip 7. a microchip fitted to television sets, allow- 
ing the reception of programmes considered 
unsuitable for children to be blocked. [initial letter 
of violence} 

VCR abby, video cassette recorder. 

VD abbr. venereal disease. 

VDU abbr. visual display unit. 

VE abbr. Victory in Europe (in 1945). 

*ve abbr: collog. (usu. after pronouns) have (I’ve; they’ve). 

veal n. a calf’s flesh as food. [from Latin vitellus ‘little 
calf] “ 

veal crate 7. a partitioned area in which a calf is 
reared for slaughter, having little light and space 
with the purpose oP ensuring the whiteness of the 
meat. 

vector n. 1 Math. & Physics a quantity having direc- 
tion as well as magnitude. 2 a course to be taken by 
an aircraft. [Latin, literally ‘carrier’] 0 vectorial 
adj. vectorize v.tr, (also -ise) (in sense 1 of n.). 
vectorization 7. . 

Veda /vay-da/ n. (in sing. or pl.) the most ancient 
Hindu scriptures. [Sanskrit, literally ‘(sacred) 
knowledge’ } 

Vedanta /vi-dahn-14/ n. 1 the Upanishads. 2 the 
Hindu philosophy based on these, esp. in its monis- 
tic form, [Sanskrit] Q Vedantic adj. Vedantist n. 


vault. Two intersecting barrel vaults form 
a grom vault. If ribs are added along the 
groins, a ribbed vault is made. Adding dec- 
orative fan patterns creates a fan vault. 
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VE day 


» VEGETABLE 


Any edible part of a plant can potentially 
be used as a vegetable. Derived from wild 

| plants, many of the vegetables we use for 

, food today have been in cultivation since 
prehistory. This long and extensive cultiva- 
tion has led to vast diversity (there are over 


| LEAF VEGETABLES 


@ *&~@ 


CURLY ENDIVE 
(Cichorium endivia) 


SPINACH 
(Spinacia oleracea) 


FRUITING AND FLOWERING VEGETABLES 


OF 4 


CAULIFLOWER 
(Brassica oleracea) 


ARTICHOKE 
(Cynara scolymus) 


PODDED VEGETABLES 


“ 


PEN 
(Pisum sativum) 


MANGLTOUT 
(Pisum sativum) 


STEM, BULB, AND ROOT VEGETABLES 


POTATO 
(Solanum tuberosum) 


ASPARAGUS 
(Asparagus officinalis) 


LENGE 
(Lactuca sativa) 


SQUASH 
(Caryoka nuciferum) 


GREEN BEAN 
(Phaseolus vulgaris 


RADISH 
(Raphanus sativus) 


1,000 varieties of potato alone), but vege- 
tables are generally grouped into leaf, fruiting, 
flowering, podded, stem, bulb, and root types. 
Despite their high water content (up to 80 
per cent), vegetables are a valuable source of 
protein, starch, vitamins, and minerals. 


\@ 


CHARD CABBAGE 
(Beta vulvaris) (Brassica oleracea) 


"AY 


AUBERGINE 
(Solanum melongena) 


MARROW 
(Cucurbita pepo) 


WA 


RUNNLR BEAN BLACK-EYED PEA 
(Phaseolus coccineus) (Vigna unguiculata) 


WEES 


(Allium porrum) 


CARROT 
(Daucus carota) 


VE day vn. & May, the day marking Victory in 
Europe in 1945. 

Vedic /vay-dik/ ad. of or relating to the Veda or 
Vedas. [from French védique] 

vee 7. 1 the letter V. 2a thing shaped like a V. [name 
of the letter] 

veep 7. esp. US collog. a vice-president. [from the 
initials | P| 

veer v.inir. 1 change direction, esp. (of the wind) clock- 
wise. 2 change in course, opinion, ete. [French zrer] 

veg /vej/ n. (pl. same) Brit. collog. a vegetable on 
vegetables. 

vegan /vee-in/ @ 1. a person who does not eat or 
use animal products. @ ad. using or containing no 
animal products 


vegetable e 7. 1 Bu/. & any of various plant, esp. a 
herbaceous plant used for food, e.g. a cabbage, 
potato, or bean. 2 collog. offens. a person who is 
incapable of intellectual activity, 
through brain injury etc. @ adj. 1 of, derived from, 
relating to, or comprising plants or plant life, 
2 of or relating to vegetables as food. [originally in 

a plant: fron Old 


normal esp. 


sense ‘living and growing as 
French, literally “animating: | 

vegetable oil 7, an oil derived from plants, c.g. 
rapeseed oil, olive oil, sunflower oil. 

vegetal ad. 1 of or having the nature of plants 
(vegetal growth). 2 vegetative. [based on Latin vegelan 
‘to animate’ | 

vegetarian e 7. a person who abstains from eating 


vein 


meat, and sometimes also fish, eggs, and dairy 
products. @ adj. excluding animal food, esp. meat (a 
vegetarian diet). O vegetarianism n. 

vegetate vinir, 1 live an uneventful or monotonous 
life. 2 grow as plants do. [based on Latin vegetatus 
‘animated’ ] 

vegetation 7. 1 plants collectively; plant life. 2 the 
process of vegetating. 0 vegetational ad). 

vegetative adj. 1 concerned with growth and devel- 
opment as distinct from sexual reproduction. 2 of 
or relating to vegetation or plant life. 3 Afed. alive 
but without apparent brain activity or responsive- 
ness. O vegetatively adv. 

veggie /vej-1/ n. & adj. (also vegie) collog. 1 (a) 
vegetarian. 2 esp. .\. Amer. (a) vegetable. 

veggie burger 7. (also prop Vegeburger) a 
savoury cake resembling a hamburger but made 
with vegetable protein or soya mstead of meat. 

vehement ad). showing or caused by strong feeling; 
forceful, ardent (a vehement protest; vehement desire). 
[from Latin vehemens -entis} 0D vehemence n. vehe- 
mently adv. 

vehicle 7. 1 any conveyance for transporting 
people, goods, etc., esp. on land. 2 a medium for 
thought, feeling, or action (the stage is the best vehicle 
Jor their talents). 3 a liquid etc. as a 

medium for suspending pig- 
ments, drugs, etc. {from 
Latin vehiculum| 0 vehicu- 
lar ad). 

veil @ 7. 1 m a piece of 
usu. more or less trans- 
parent fabric attached 
to a woman’s hat etc., 
esp. to conceal the face 
or protect against the 
sun, dust, etc. 2 
piece of linen etc. 

as part of a nun’s 
headdress, resting on 


the head and = shoul- , 
ders, 3 a curtain, esp. : 
that separating the sanc- * 


tuary in the Jewish Tem- 
ple. 4a disguise; a pretext; 
a thing that conceals (under 
the veil of friendship, a veil 
of mist). 5 Photog. slight 
fogging. @ vir 1 cover with a veil. 2 (esp. as veiled 
adj.) partly conceal (veiled threats). 0 beyond the 
veil in the unknown state of life after death. take 
the veil become a nun. [from Latin vela ‘curtains, 
veils, sails} 

vein @ 7. 1 a W any of the tubes carrying blood to 
the heart. & carpiovascurar. b (in general use) any 
blood vessel (has royal blood in his veins). 2a nervure of 
an insect’s wing. 3.a rib in the framework of a leaf. 
4 a streak of a different colour 1 wood. marble. 
cheese, ete. & viininc. 5a fissure in rock filled with 
ore or other deposited material. 6 a source of a 
parucular characteristic (a rich vein of humour). 7 a 
distinctive character or tendency; a cast of mind or 
disposition; a mood (spoke in a sarcastic vein). @ v.t7. fill 
or cover with or as with veins. [from Latin vena] 
O veinlet n. veiny adj. (veinier, veiniest 
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internal elastt external elasti 


lamina 


outer layer of 


tunica intima lamina 
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veining 


granite 
vein , 


gneiss, 


veining 7. <a pattern 

of streaks or veins, 

vela //. of vii. 

velar adj. 1 of a veil 

or velum. 2 Phonel. 
(of a sound) pro- 
nounced — with 
the back of the 
tongue near the 
soft palate. [from 
Latin velar] 
Velcro n. propr a 
fastener consist- 
ing of two strips of fabric which adhere when 
pressed together. [from French velours croché hooked 
velvet’] O Velcroed adj. 

veld x. (also veldt) S.Afi open country; grassland. 
[ Afrikaans, literally “field” 

vellum 7. 1 a fine parchment originally from the 
skin of a calf. b a manuscript written on this. 
2 smooth wriung paper imitating vellum. [from 
Old French velin, related to viat] 

velocipede x. 1 fai. an early form of bicycle 
propelled by pressure from the rider's feet on the 
ground. 2 US a child’s tricycle. [from French 
velocipede| 

velociraptor 7. ¥ a small bipedal carnivorous 
dinosaur of the genus Jélociraptor, with an enlarged 
curved claw on each hind foot. [based on Latin 

velox -ocis ‘switt’| 


VEINING IN 
MED AMORPHIC ROCK 


VELOCIRAPTOR 


(Velociraptor species) 
vcurved 


clare 


velocity 7. (f/. -tes) 1 the measure of the rate of 


movement of a usu. inanimate object in a given 
direction. 2 speed in u given direction. 3 (in general 
use) speed. [from Latin velocitas| 

velodrome 27. a cycle-racing track with steeply 
banked curves. [French, from velo “bicycle’] 

velour /\é-loor/ n. (also velours) a plush woven 
fabric or felt resembling velvet. [from Latin ri/losus 
‘hairy | 

velouté /\é-loo-tay/ n. a sauce made from a roux 
of butter and flour with white stock. |French, liter- 
ally ‘velvety’] 

velum /vee-liim/ 7. (fl. vela) a membrane, 
membranous covering, or flap. [Latin, literally “sail, 
curtain, covering, veil’| 

velvet e 7. 1a closely woven fabric of silk. cotton. 
cte., with a thick short pile on one side. 2 the furry 
skin on a deers growing antler. [from Latin callus 
‘tult, dowi’| O velvety ad). 

velveteen 7, a cotton fabric with a pile like velvet. 

vena cava /\ce-nd kay-va/ n. {p/. venae cavae 
/vee-nec kay-vee/) each of usu. two veins carrying 
deoxygenated blood mto the heart. > 
crtak it vk). [Latin, literally “hollow veny | 


€ ARDION \- 


venal «ij. L able to be bribed or corrupted. 2 char- 
acteristic of a venal person. [based on Latin venun 


‘thing for sale’] G venality n. 


@ Usage Jinal/ is sometimes confused with venial. 
which means ‘pardonable’. 


vend 7./7, 1 offer small wares) for sale. 2 Law sell, 
[from Latin vendere “to sell’| 
vendetta 7. I aa blood feud in which the family 
of a murdered person seeks vengeance on the 
murderer or the murderer's family. b this practice 
as prevalent in Corsica and Sicily, 2 a prolonged 
bitter quarrel [Italian] 
vendeuse /voi-derz/ 1 
fashionable dress shop. [French 


a sileswoman, esp. In a 


vending machine ». a machine that dispens 


a4 


small articles for sale when a coin or token is 
inserted, 

vendor 7. 1 Law the seller in a sale. 2 = venpinc 
MACHINE. 

veneer @ 7. 1 a thin covering of fine wood or other 
surface material applied to a coarser wood. 2 a 
deceptive outward appearance of a good quality 
etc. @ uf apply a veneer to, [earlier fineer, from Old 
French fournir ‘to furnish’} 

venerable adj. 1 entitled to veneration on account 
of character, age, associations, etc. (a venerable priest; 
venerable relics). 2 as the utle of an archdeacon in the 
Anglican Church, 3 RC Ch, as the utle of a 
cleceased person who has attained a certain degree 
of sanctity but has not been fully beatified or 
canonized. [from Old French] G venerability zn. 
venerably adv. 

venerate v./7, 1 regard with deep respect. 2 revere 
on account of sanctity ete. [based on Latin veneratus 
‘adored, revered’| 0 veneration 7. 

venereal adj. 1 of or relating to sexual desire or 
intercourse. 2 relating to venereal clisease. [based 
on Latin venus veneris “sexual love’| 

venereal disease 7. any of various diseases 
contracted chiefly by sexual intercourse with a 
person already infected; a sexually transmitted 
disease. 

venereology 7. the scientific study of venereal 

diseases. O venereologist 7. 


Venetian e 7. 1 a native or citizen 
P of Venice in NE Italy. 2 the Italian 
dialect of Venice. @ adj. of or relating 
to Venice. [from Old French | énicien| 
venetian blind ». a window blind of adjustable 
horizontal slats. 

vengeance 7. punishment inflicted or retribu- 
tion exacted for wrong to oneself or to a person 
etc. whose cause one supports. O with a 
vengeance in a higher degrve than was expected 
or desired; in the fullest sense (punctuality with a 
vengeance). [from Old French] 
w Usage J ényeance incorporates the idea of jusufi- 
able retribution, as opposed to revenge which often 


imphes that the main aim of the retribution is the 
satisfaction of the injured party’s resentment. 


vengeful a7. vindictive; seeking vengeance. 0 venge- 
fully adv. vengefulness n. 

venial /vee-nial/ adj. (of a sin or fault) pardonable: 
not mortal. [from Late Latin vencalis) O venially 
ade. 


uw Usage Jenial is sometimes confused with venal, 
which means ‘corrupt’. 


venison 77, a cleer’s flesh as food. [based on Latin 
venatio -onts “hunting ’ | 

Venn diagram 7. ¥ a diagram consisting of a 
group of intersecting (usually circular) areas which 
represent logical sets, the areas of overlap repre- 
senung subsets whose members are common to the 
sets concerned. [named after J. Tenn, English logi- 
cian, [834 1923] 
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| VENTOUSE 
| 


A ventouse may be used to aid delivery 
when labour is not progressing satisfac- 
torily. It consists of a cup attached to a 
vacuum pump. The cup ts placed on the 
_ baby’s head and with each contraction 

| the baby is eased down the birth canal. 

| 


uleris 
(womb) 


DELIVERY USING 
A VENTOUSE 
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pump 


hand 
grip 


venom 7. 1 a poisonous fluid secreted by snakes, 
scorpions, etc., usu. transmitted by a bite or sting. 
> ewe. 2 malignity; virulence of feeling, language, 
or conduct. [from Latin venenum ‘poison’ | 

venomous ad. 1 a containing, secreting, or inject- 
ing venom. b (of a snake etc.) inflicting poisonous 
wounds by this means. 2 (of a person etc.) virulent, 
spiteful, malignant. O venomously adz. ven- 
omousness 

venose adj. having many or very marked veins, 
[from Latin venosus, ftom vena ‘vein’ 

venous /vee-nts/ adj. of, full of, or contained in 
veins. [based on Latin vena ‘vein’| 

vent! e 7. 1 (also vent-hole) an opening allowing 
motion of air etc. out of or into a confined space. 
> voicano. 2 an outlet; free passage or play (gave vent 
lo their indignation). 3 the anus esp. of a lower animal, 
serving for both excretion and reproduction. @ wr 
1 a make a vent in (a cask ete.). b provide (a machine) 
with a vent. 2 give free expression to (vented my anger 
on the cat). vent one’s spleen on scold or ill-treat 
without cause, [based on Latin ventus ‘wind’| 

vent? x. a slit in a garment, esp. in the lower edge of 

he back of a coat. [from Old French /enle ‘shit’| 

ventilate «(7 1 cause air to circulate freely in (a 

room etc.). 2 submit (a question, grievance, etc.) to 

yublic consideration and discussion. 3 \fed. a oxy- 

genate (the blood). b admit or force air into (the 

ungs). [based on Latin — ventilatus ‘blown. 

winnowed | a ventilation x. 

ventilator 7. 1 an appliance or aperture for venti- 

ating a room etc. 2 Ved. = rispievror 2 

ventouse //. A a vacuum extractor for use in child- 

arth. [French] 

ventral adj. 1 Anat. & Jool. of or on the abdomen 

(ef, porsat. 1). 2 Bot. of the front or lower surface. 

based on Latin venter ventr “belly’] a ventrally adv. 

ventral fin 7. ¥ either of the ventrally placed fins 
on a fish, 


VENTRAL 
FIN 


anal fin # . ventral fin 


ventricle 


VENUS 


Venus is a rocky planet, slightly Sif 
smaller than Earth, and prob- — Mons 
ably with a similar internal 
structure of a partly molten 
metal core surrounded by 

a rocky mantle and crust. 
The planet’s cloudy atmos- 
phere reflects sunlight 
strongly, making Venus 

the brightest object in the 
sky after the Sun and 
Moon. The atmosphere 

is composed mainly of 
carbon dioxide, which 
traps heat and creates 

a maximum surface 
temperature of 480 °C 
(896 “F), making Venus the 
hottest planet in our solar 
system. 


Akna 


ventricle 2. Anal. 1 a cavity in the body. 2 a hollow 
part of an organ, esp in the brain or heart. > sprain, 
uearr. [from Latin veniriculus ‘little belly’) G ven- 
tricular ad). 

ventriloquism 7. the skill of speaking or uttering 
sounds so that they seem to come from a source 
other than the speaker. [based on Latin venriloquus 
‘ventruoquist’] O ventriloquial ad. ventrilo- 
quist 7. ventriloquize ».in/r. (also -ise). 

ventriloquy 7. = ViNTRILOQUISM. 

venture e 7. 1 a an undertaking of a risk. b a risky 
enterprise. 2 a commercial speculation. @ vw. 1 mir. 
dare; not be afraid (did not venture to stop them). 2 intr, 
dare to go. 3 ir dare to put forward (an opinion, 
suggestion, etc.). 4 ¢ expose to risk; stake (a bet 
etc.). 5 mir (foll. by on, upon) dare to engage in etc. 
(ventured on a longer journey). [from \ovenrc Re] 

venture capital x. moncy put up for speculative 
business investment. 

venturesome adj. I disposed to take risks. 2 risky. 

venue 7. an appointed site or meet- 
ing place, esp. for a sports event, ne 
meeting, concert, etc. [French, 
literally *a coming’ | 

venule /ven-yool/ 7. Anal. 
a small vein, esp. one 
collecting blood from the 
capillaries. > skin. [from 
Latin venula| 

Venus 7. (//. Venuses) 1 & the 
planet second from the Sun in the 
solar system. & soLar systim. 2 poel. 
a a beautiful woman. b sexual 
love: amorous influences or 
desires. [Old English, from Latin 
lenus leneris, name of the goddess 
of love] 0 Venusian adj. & n. 

Venus flytrap 7. >» a plant, 
Dionaea muscipula, with hinged 
leaves that close on and 
digest insects etc. [based on 
Latin Venus, goddess of love] 
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veracious adj. formal 1 speaking or disposed to 
speak the truth. 2 (of a statement etc.) true or 
meant to be true. [based on Latin verws ‘true’] 
veracity 1. 1 truthfulness, honesty. 2 accuracy (of a 
statement etc.). [from medieval Latin veracitas| 
veranda 7. (also verandah) 1 a portico or external 
gallery, usu. with a roof, along the side of a house 
2 Austral. & NZ a roof over a pavement in front 
of a shop. {from Portuguese varanda ‘railing, 
balustrade’ } 

veratrine 7, a poisonous compound obtained [rom 
sabadilla etc., and used esp. as a local irritant in 
the treatment of neuralgia and rheumatism. {via 
French from Latin verairum *hellebore’| 

verb n. Gram. a word used to indicate an action, 


state, or occurrence, and forming the main part of 


the predicate of a sentence (e.g. hear, be, happen) 
[from Latin verbum “word, verb’| 
verbal e adj. 1 of or concerned with words (made a 
verbal distinction). 2 oral, not written (gave a verbal 
statement). 3 Gram. of or in the nature of a verb 
(verbal inflections). 4 literal (@ verbal translation). 5 talk- 
alive. articulate. @ 7. l Gram. a a verbal noun. 
b a word or words functioning as a verb. 2 (usu. 
in pl.) Brit. slang a verbal statement, esp. one 
made to the police. 3 Brit. slang an insult; abuse 
(gave them a lot of verbals). [Middle English, 
related to vine] O verbally ade. 


m Usage Some people reject sense 2 of the 
adjective verbal as logical, and prefer oral. 
However, verbal is the usual term in expressions 
such as verbal communication, verbal contract, and verbal 
evidence. 


verbalism 7. l minute attention to words. 2 merely 
verbal expression. 

verbalize ». (also -ise) 1 ¢% express in words, 2 inf 
be verbose. 3 & make (a noun etc.) into a verb. 
0 verbalization n. verbalizer 7. 

verbal noun 7. Gram. a noun formed as an inflec- 
tion of a verb and partly sharing its constructions 
(e.g. smoking in. smoking 1s forbidden). 


verity 


verbascum 7. a plant of the genus Vérbascum. 

verbatim /ver-bay-tim/ adv. & adj. in exactly the 
same words; word for word (copied ut verbatim; a verba- 
tim report). {medieval 
Latin] 

verbena 7. > any plant 
of the genus Verbena, 
bearing clusters of fra- 
grant flowers. [Latin, 
literally ‘sacred bough 
of olive’] 

verbiage 17. needless 
accumulation of words. 
[French] 

verbose adj. using or ex- 
pressed in more words 
than are needed. [from 
Latin verbosus| Q ver- 
bosely adv. verbos- 
ity 7. 

verboten /\é-boh-tén/ 
adj. forbidden, esp. by 
an authority. [German] 

verdant adj. 1 (of grass etc.) green, fresh-coloured. 
2 (of a field etc.) green with grass and vegetation; 
lush. [based on Latin wridis ‘green’|] 0 verdancy n. 
verdantly adv. 

verdict n. 1 a decision or finding on an issue 
submitted in a civil or criminal case or an inquest. 
2 a decision; a judgement. [from Old French von 
‘true’ + dif ‘saying’ | 

verdigris /ver-di-grce/ 
n. 1 a green crystallized 
substance formed on 
copper by the action of 
acetic acid. 2» green 
rust on copper or 
brass. [from Old 
French vert de Grece 
‘green of Greece’] 


VERBENA 
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restored 
bowl 


verdigris 


verdure 7. 1 creen 
vegetation. 2. the 
greenness of this. 
{from Old French] 
verge'e 7. L an edge 
or border 2 an 
extreme limit be- 
yond which some- 
thing happens (on the 
verge of tears). 3 Bri. a grass edging of a road, flower 
bed, etc. 4 Archit. an edge of tiles projecting over a 
gable. @ wintr (foll. by on) border on; approach 
closely (verging on the ridiculous). [from Latin virga ‘rod’| 


VERDIGRIS ON A HALI- 
RESTORED COPPER BOW! 


verge® w.iniz. incline downwards or in a specified 
direction (the now verging sun; verge to a close). [from 
Latin vergere ‘to bend, incline] 

verger 7. 1 an official in a church who acts as care- 
taker and attendant. 2 an officer who bears the stafT 
before a bishop etc. [related to virci.'] 0 verger- 
ship 7. 

verification 7. 1 the process or an instance of 
establishing the truth or validity of something, 
2 Philos. the establishment of the validity of a 
proposition empirically, 3 the process of verifying 
procedures laid down in weapons agreements 

verify v./7: (-ies, -ied) establish the truth or correct- 
ness of by examination or demonstration (must verti 
the statement, verified ny figures). [from medieval Latin 
verificare| O verifiable adj. verifier n. 

verily adv, archaic really, truly. [Middle English] 

verisimilitude x. 1 the appearance of being true 
or real. 2 a statement etc. that seems true. [based 
on Latin verisimilis probable’) 0 verisimilar ad). 

verismo 7. (esp. with reference to opera) realism, 
[Itahan|] 

veritable adj. real: rightly so called (@ writable feast 
[from Old French] 0 veritably ad, 

verity 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a true statement, esp. one of 
fundamental import. 2 truth. 3 a really existent 
thing. [from Latin veritas] 


V 


vermi- 


vermi- comb. form worm. [from Latin vermis ‘worm’] 
vermicelli /ver-mi-chel-i/ n. 1 pasta made in lone 
slender threads. 2 Brit. shreds of chocolate used as 
cake decoration etc. (Italian, literally ‘httle worms’| 
vermicide 7. a substance that kills worms. 
vermicular adj. 1 like a worm in form or move- 
ment. 2 .Med. of or caused by intestinal worms. 
3 marked with close wavy lines. [based on Latin 
vermiculus ‘little worm’] 
vermiculite 7. 1 Mineral. <a 
hydrated silicate resulting from 
the alteration of mica etc., 
esp. an aluminosilicate of 
magnesium. 2 this ma- 
terial in flakes used as 
a medium for growing 
plants, for insulation, etc, 
vermiform adj. worm- 
shaped. 
vermiform appendix 
see APPENDIN 1. 
vermifuge e adj. that expels intestinal worms, @ 7. 
a drug that does this. 
vermilion e 7. 1 cinnabar. 
2 a> a brilliant red pig- 
ment made by grinding 
this or artificially. b the 
colour of this. @ adj. of 
this colour. [based on 


VERMICULITE 


Latin vermiculus ‘little 
worm | 
vermin 7. (usu. treated as pi.) . 


1 mammals and birds injuri- | VERMILION 
ous to game, crops, etc., e.g 
foxes, rodents, and noxious insects. 2 parasitic 
worms or insects. 3 vile or contemptible persons. 
[based on Latin vermis ‘worm’| 0 verminous adj. 

vermivorous adj. feeding on worms. 

vermouth /ver-mith/ 7. a wine flavoured with 
aromatic herbs. [from German Hermut ‘worm- 
wood | 

vernacular e 7. 1 the language or dialect of a 
particular country (Latin gave place to the vernacular). 
2 the language of a particular clan or group. 
3 homely speech. @ adj. 1 (of language) of one’s 
native country; not of foreign origin or of learned 
formation. 2 (of architecture) concerned with or- 
dinary rather than monumental buildings. [from 
Latin vernaculus ‘domestic, native’] 0 vernacular- 
ize v./7. (also -ise). vernacularly adi. 

vernal adj. of, in, or appropriate to spring (vernal 
equinox; vernal breezes). [based on Latin ver ‘spring’ | 

vernal equinox 71. = SPRING LQUINOX. 

vernal grass 7. a sweet-scented European grass, 
Anthoxanthum odoratum, grown for hay. 

vernalization 7. (also -1sation) the cooling of seed 
before planting, in order to accelerate flowering. 

vernation 7. Bol. the arrangement of leaves in a 
leaf bucl. 

vernier 7. ¥ a small movable graduated scale for 
obtaining fractional parts of subdivisions on a fixed 
main scale of a barometer, sextant, etc. [from P. 
Jermer, French mathematician, 1580 1637| 
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VERTEBRA 


There are three major types of vertebra in the human 
spine: lumbar, tharacic, and cervical. Lumbar vertebrae 
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veronal 7. a sedative drug, a derivative of barbi- 
turic acid. [German, based on JVérona, a city in 
ltaly] 

veronica 7. | » any plant 
of the genus Véronica or 
Hebe. 2a cloth supposedly 
impressed with an image 
of Christ's face. 3 the move- 
ment of a matador’s cape 
away from a charging bull. 
{medieval Latin, from the 
name feronica: sense 2: 
from the association with 
St Veronica 


verruca /\é-roo-ka/ 7. 
(pl. verrucae /-kee/ or 
verrucas) a wart or simi- 
lar growth, esp. a conta- 
elous wart on the sole of 
the foot, [Latin] 6 verru- 
cose ad). 

versatile ad. 1 turning 
easily or readily from one subject or occupation to 
another, capable of dealing with many subjects 
(a versatile mind). 2 having many uses. [French] 
O versatility 7. 

verse 7. 1 a metrical composition in general (wrole 


VERONICA 
(Teronica longifolia) 


pages of verse) (opp. Prost n. 1). b a particular type of 


this (English verse). 2 a a metrical Jine in accordance 
with the rules of prosody. b a group of a definite 
number of such lines. ¢ a stanza of a poem or song, 
3 each of the short numbered divisions of a chap- 
ter in the Bible or other scripture. [from Latin versus 
‘a turn of the plough, a line of writing’ 

versed «dj. (foll. by im) experienced or skilled in; 
knowledgeable about. [from Latin versatus ‘engaged 
in’] 

versicle 7. each of the short sentences in a liturgy 
said or sung by a priest etc. and alternating with 
responses. [from Latin verseculus| 

versify «. (-ies. -ied) 1 / turn into or express in 
verse. 2 intr. compose verses. [from Latin versificare] 
O versification 7. versifier 7. 

version 7. 1 an account of a matter from a particu- 
lar point of view (told them my version of the incident), 
2 a book etc. in a particular edition or translation 
(duthorized Version). 3 a form or variant of a thing as 
performed, adapted, ete. [French] 

vers libre /vair leebr/ n. irregular or unrhymed 
verse in which the trachitional rules of prosody are 
disregarded. [French, literally ‘tree verse’] 

verso 7. | p/. -os) 1 a the left-hand page of an open 
book. b the back of a printed leaf of paper or 
manuscript. 2 the reverse of a coin. [from Latin 
versy ( folio, “on the turned (leaf )’| 


support a major part of the body’s weight and so are be _e 
comparatively large and strong. Thoracic vertebrae anchor FH 
the ribs. Cervical vertebrae support the head and neck. , 
: , thoracic _| 
TYPES OF VERTEBRA ieee 
foramen | spinous _ articular process holes for transverse 
_- process arterves | process 
lumbar _| 
vertebrae 
centrum 
(body) sacrum 
LUMBAR THORACIC CERVICAL Coccyx 


VERTEBRA 


verst 7. a Russian measure of length, about 1.1 km 
(0.66 mile). [from Russian versta] 

versus /rep. against (esp. in legal and sports use). 
[Latin, hterally ‘towards’ | 

vertebra n. (p/. vertebrae /-bree/) A each seg- 
ment of the backbone. > sketcron. [Latin] 0 verte- 
bral adj. 

vertebrate @ 7. » any animal of the subphylum 
Vertebrata, having a spinal column. e adj. of or 
relating to the vertebrates. [from Latin verlebratus 
‘jointed’] 

vertex 7. (fl. vertices or vertexes) 1 the highest 
point; the top or apex. 2 Geom. a ¥ each angular 
point of a polygon, polyhedron, etc. b ¥ a meeting 
point of two lines thaf form an angle. ¢ W the point 
at which an axis meets a curve or surface. 3 Anal. 
the crown of the head. [Latin, literally ‘whirlpool, 
crown of -a head’| ‘ 


AXIS . vertex 
COPLEN ClTY ellipse 


VERTEX (2a) VERTEX (2b) VERTEX (2c) 


vertical e ad. 1 at right angles to a horizontal 
plane. 2 in a direction from top to bottom of a 
picture etc, 3 at, or passing through, the zenith. 
4 involving all the levels in an organizational hier- 
archy or stages in the production of a class of goods 
(vertical integration). @ n. a vertical line or plane. 
[French] 0 verticality n. vertically adv. 

vertical take-off n. w the take-off of an aircraft 
directly upwards. 


thrust yore 


downward thrust 
\ lifts aircraft 


VERTICAL TAKE-OFF OF A 
HARRIER JUMP JET 


vertiginous 


VERTEBRATE 


There are five classes of vertebrate: mammals, birds, fish, 
reptiles, and amphibians. In addition to the main defining 
feature (a backbone), vertebrates are characterized by an 
internal skeleton, a brain enclosed in a cranium, a closed 


cranium 


Spinal 


column 


circulatory system, and a 
heart with up to four 
chambers. Most 

vertebrates also bf 


have two pairs a / : 
of limbs. 7 — 
ns 

t* 


} 


bad r * a jaw 
oe jointed 
ONTEE y 
vertebrae itis i Maceo’ 
on , ” , SKELETON OF 
| : A VERTEBRATE 
MAMMAL (BADGER) 
CLASSES OF VERTEBRATE 
BIRDS 


heey 
MAMMALS 
’ CD MAMMAL 


vertiginous ad). of or causing vertigo. 0 ver- 
tiginously adv. 

/ vertigo n. a condition with a sensation of 

| whirling and a tendency to lose balance; dizzi- 
ness, giddiness. [Latin, literally ‘whirling’} 

{= vervain n. any of various herbaceous plants of 
the genus Verbena, esp. V. officinalzs with small 
blue, white, or purple flowers. [from Latin 

| verbena] 

) verve 7. enthusiasm, vigour, spirit. [French, 
earlier in sense ‘a form of expression’] 

vervet 7. < a small grey 
African monkey, Cercopithecus 

F a aethiops. [French] 

“ : very e adv. 1 in a high 
degree (did it very easily; had a 
very bad cough; am very much better). 
2 in the fullest sense (foll. by 

own or superl. adj.: at the very 
latest; do_your very best; my ver) 
own room). @ adj. 1 real, true, 
actual; truly such (the very 

thing we need; those were his 
very words). 2 archaic real, 
genuine (very God). 

Oo not very lina 

low degree. 2 far 

from being. very 

good (or well) a 

formula of consent 

or approval. the 
very same see same. [based on Latin verus ‘true’] 

Very light 7. a flare projected from a pistol 

for signalling or temporarily wuluminating the 
surroundings. [named after E. W. Very, American 

inventor, 1847 1910] 


VERVET 
(Cercopithecus aethiops) 


Is Eff Tre 


barrel 
trigger 


trigger guard “ 


VERY PISTOL: 


ae (backbone) 


me 


a 


wae 


7 sy 
fj ~ > 
J ee 


4% 


A / 


© BIRD 


AMPHIBIANS 
D AAIPHIBAAN 


REPTILES — 
> REPTILE 


_ chamber Very pistol 7. <a gun 
for firing a Very light. 
Very Reverend ad). 

the title of a dean 


Cte. 


,_ extractor 


sterrup 


vesica /ves-i-ka/ 
n. 1 Anat. & Zool. 
a bladder, esp. the 
urinary — bladder. 
2 (in full vesica 
piscis /pis-kis/) 
Art a pointed oval 


» hammer 


stock 
EARLY 20TH- used as an aureole 
CENTURY butt © medieval sculp- 
VERY PISTOL ture and painting. 


[Latin] G vesical aa). 
vesicle /ves-i-kal/n. la 
alnat. & Biol. a small fluid- 

filled bladder, sac, or vacuole. b Bol. an air-filled 
swelling in a seaweed etc. 2 Geol. a small cavity in 
voleanic rock produced by gas bubbles. 3 Afed. a 
blister. [from Latin vesicula ‘little bladder’] 0 ves- 
icular adj. vesiculation n. 

vesper 7. 1 poe. the planet Venus as the evening 
star. 2 poet. evening, 3 (in p/.) a the office of the sixth 
canonical hour of prayer, originally said towards 
evening. b evening prayer. [Latin, literally ‘evening 
(star)’] 

vespiary 7. (//. -ies) a nest of wasps. 

vessel 7. 1 a hollow receptacle esp. for liquid. 2 a 
ship or boat, esp. a large one. 3 Anal. a duct or canal 
etc. holding or conveying blood or other fluid, esp. 
= stoop vesseL. [from Late Latin vascellum ‘little 
vessel’ 


butt lanyard 
ring 


veste 7. 1 Brit. an undergarment worn on the upper 
part of the body. 2 .¥. Amer & Austral. a waistcoat. 


~‘. vested interest 7. 1 Law an 


vetch 


e@ wir 1 (esp. in passive; foll. by with) bestow (powers, 
authority, etc.) on. 2 (foll. by zn) confer (property or 
power) on with an immediate fixed right of immedi- 
ate or future possession. [from Latin vests ‘garment’ | 
vesta n. esp. hist. a short wooden or wax match. 
[from Vesta, Roman goddess of the hearth and 
household] 
vestal @ adj. chaste, pure. @ 7. 1 a chaste woman. 
2 Rom, Antig. a vestal virgin. [from Latin vestalis] 
vestal virgin 1. Rom. Aniig. » a 
virgin consecrated to Vesta and 
vowed to chastity. 


=— 


interest (usu. in land or money 

held in trust) recognized as 
belonging to a person. 2 a 
personal interest in a state of 
affairs, usu. with an expectation 
of gain. 

vestibule n. 1 a an antechamber, 
hall, or lobby next to the outer 
door of a building. b a porch of a 
church etc. 2 US an enclosed 
entrance to a railway carriage. 
3 Anat. a chamber or channel com- 
municating with others. [French] 


0 vestibular aq). home = @ 
vestige 7. 1 a trace; a sign “ee 


(vestiges of an earlier cwihzaton; 
ound no vestige of their presence). 
2 a slight amount, a particle 
(without a vestige of clothing; 
Showed not a vestige of decency). 
{from Latin vestigium ‘footprint | 

vestigial /ves-tij-ial/ adj. 1 being a vestige or trace. 
2 Biol. (of an organ etc.) degenerate or atrophied, 
having become functionless in the course of evolu- 
tion (4 vestigial wing). 0 vestigially adv. 

vestment 7. 1 W any of the official robes of clergy, 
choristers, etc., worn during divine service, esp. a 
chasuble. 2 a garment, esp. an official or state robe. 
[from Latin vestimentum)] 


VESTAL VIRGIN: 
ANCIENT ROMAN 
STATUE OF A 
VESTAL VIRGIN 


bishop's 


chasuble mulne 


\ 


sfole 


priest's 
surplice 


VESTMENT: CATHOLIC CEREMONIAL 
VESTMENTS 


vest-pocket atirib.adj. N. Amer. 1 small enough to fit 
into a waistcoat pocket. 2 very small (vest-pocket parks 
in urban areas). 

vestry n. (pl. -ies) 1 a room or building attached 
to a church for keeping vestments in. > cHuRcH, 
2 hist. a meeting of parishioners, usu. in a vestry for 
parochial business. [from Latin vestearium| 

vet! @ 7. collog. a veterinary surgeon. @ w/t (vetted, 
vetting) make a careful and critcal examination of 
(a scheme, work. canclidate. etc.). 

vet? n. NV. Amer. collog. a veteran. 

vetch n. any plant of the genus Vicia, esp. V7 sativa, 
largely used for silage or fodder. [from Latin zicia] 


WoT 


veteran 


veteran 7. 1 a person who has long experience of 
an occupation (a war veteran; a veleran of the theatre; 
a veteran marksman), 2 .N. Amer an ex-serviceman or 
servicewoman. 3 (aitnb.) of or tor veterans. [based 
on Latin vetus -ers ‘old’ 

veteran car n. Bril. a car made before 1916, or 
(strictly) before 1905. 

veterinarian ”. .\, Amer. a veterinary surgeon. 

veterinary e ad. of or for diseases and injuries of 
animals, or their treatment. @ 7. (pl. -ies) a veter- 
inary surgeon. [based on Latin veterinae ‘cattle’] 

veterinary surgeon 7. Bri. a person qualified to 
treat diseased or injured animals. 

vetiver 7. the aromatic root of an Indian grass, 
enveria zizanindes. [from Tamil] 

veto e 7. ( p/. -oes) 1 aa constituuonal right to reject 
a legislative enactment. b the right of a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council to reject a 
resolution. ¢ such a rejection. 2 a prohibition ( put 
one’s velo on a proposal). @ 2.tr. (-oes, -oed) 1 exercise 
a veto against (a measure etc.). 2 forbid authorita- 
tively. [Latin, literally ‘I forbid’, used in opposing 
measures of the Senate] 

vex i:/7, anger by aslight or a petty annoyance; unitate. 
[from Latin vevare ‘to shake, disturb’] o vexing ad). 

vexation n. 1 the act or an instance of vexing; the 
state of being vexed. 2 an annoying or distressing 
thing. 

vexatious ad. 1 such as to cause vexation. 2 Lau 
not having sufficient grounds for action and seeking 
only to annoy the defendant. o vexatiously ad 

vexed adj. 1 irritated, angered. 2 (of a problem, 
issue, ete.) much discussed; problematic. 

VG abbr. 1 very good. 2 Vicar-General. 

vge abbr. very good condition. 

VHF abbr. very high frequency (designating radio 
waves of frequency 2.30 300 MHz and wavelength 
c.1 10 metre: 

VHS abbr. propr. video home system (as used by 
domestic video recorders) 

VI ahbr. Virgin Islands. 

via prep. by way of; through | London to Rome via Paris) 
[Latin, literally “by the way, by the read’| 

viable adj. b (of a plan etc.) feasible: practicable. 
esp. from an economic standpoint. 2 a (of a seed o1 
spore) able to germinate. b (of a plant, animal, et¢ 
capable of living or developing normally under 
particular environmental conditions. 3 Med. (of a 
foetus or unborn child) able to live after birth. 
[French] 6 viability 2. 

viaduct 7. 1 v a long bridgelike structure, esp. a 
series of arches, carrying a road or railway across a 
valley or dip in the ground. 2 such a road or rail- 
way. [based on Latin wa ‘way’ | 


VIADUCT: PUENTE NUTVO. SPAIN 


Viagra 7. propr a svntheti 


male 


compound used to 
japparently a blend olf 
virility and the name .Niagara| 


cuhance potency 


vial 7. a small (usu. cylindrical glass; vessel esp. fon 


Qu 


holding medicines. [Middle English, related to 
PuIAL| 

viaticum 7. (//. viatica) the Eucharist as given to a 
person near or in danger of death. [Latin] 

vibes n.pl. collog. 1 vibrations, esp. in the sense of 
feelings or atmosphere communicated (the house had 
bad vibes). 2 = viwRarnions, 

vibrant ad. 1 vibrating, 2 (of a person or thing) 
thrilling, quivering (vibrant with emotion). 3 (of sound) 
resonant. 4 (of colour) bright and striking. [from 
Latin wbrant ‘shaking’| 0 vibrancy n. vibrantly ad. 

vibraphone 1. ¥ a percussion mstrument of tuned 
bars set over motorized rotating vanes mm tubular 
metal resonators, giving a vibrato effect. > orcHes- 
IRA, PERCUSSION. O vibraphonist n. 


tuned metal 
bars 


resonalors 


vA 


| damper 


e/ metal electric / 
frame pedal cable : 
VIBRAPHONE 
vibrate «=. 1 intr, G Ir move or cause to move con- 


tinuously and rapidly to and fro. 2 air (of a sound) 
throb; continue to be heard. [based on Latin vbra- 
tus “shaken, swung | 

vibration 7. 1 the act or an instance of vibrating. 
2 a characteristic atmosphere or feeling in a place, 
regarded as conimunicable to people present in it. 
0 vibrational ad). 

vibrato /vi-brah-toh/ n. \fus. a rapid slight vari- 
ation in pitch in singing or m playing a stringed o1 
wind instrument, producing a tremulous effect (cf. 
rRtMoLo 1). [Italian, literally ‘ibrated’| 

vibrator 7, a device that vibrates or causes vibra- 
tion, esp. an instrument used in massage or for 
sexual stimulation. Oo vibratory ad). 

viburnum 7.» any shrub of the genus 
Fiburnum. usu. with white flowers. 
[Latin, literally ‘waytaring tree’] 

vicar 7. 1 a (in the Church of Ene- 
land) an incumbent of a parish 
where tithes formerly passed to a 
chapter or religious house or layman 
(cE ricior la). b Gn other Anglican 
churches) a member of the clergy 
deputizing for another 2 RC Ch. a 
representative or deputy of a bishop. 

‘substitute’ | 


{from Latin vicariuy 


O vicariate n. 

vicarage 7. the residence or benefice 
of a vicar. 

vicar-general 7. ( /)/. vicars-general 
an official assisting or representing a 
bishop esp. in administrative matters. 

vicarial /vi-kair-ial/ ad. of or serving as a vicar. 

vicarious /\i-kair-iiis/ adj. 1 experienced in the 
imagination through another person (vearious pleas 
ure). 2 acting or done for another (vicarious suffering) 
3 deputed, delegated (7wanous authonty). [from Latin 
vcanus| 0 vicariously ad. vicariousness 71. 

vice! n. 1 a evil or grossly immoral conduct. b a 
particular form of this, esp. involving prostitution, 
drugs, ete. ¢ an immoral or dissolute habit or prac- 
tice. 2 a defect or weakness of character or behav- 
tour, [from Latin etn 


VIBURNUM 
(Viburnum macrocephalum) 


victimless 


vice® (LS vise) @ 
n.®& a device usu- 
ally attached to a 
workbench, with 
two jaws between 
which an object 
may be clamped 
by moving one 
jaw by means of a 
screw leaving the 
hands free to work 
on it. @ uf secure 
in a vice. [Middle 
English im sense 
‘winding stair, screw’: 
from Latin vzézs ‘vine’] 
o vice-like ad). 

vice® n. collog. = vick- 
PRESIDEN |, VICE ADMIRAL, 
etc. [Latin, literally ‘by change’] 

vice- comb. form forming nouns meaning next in 
rank to, often in the capacity of deputy or substi- 
tute for (vice-chairman; vice-governor). {Latin, literally 
‘in place of ] 

vice admiral 7. a naval officer ranking below 
admiral and above rear admiral. 

vice-chancellor 7. a deputy chancellor (esp. of a 
British university, discharging most of the acdminis- 
trative duties). 

vicegerent /vys-jeer-ént/ @ adj. exercising dele- 
gated power. @ 7. a vicegerent person; a deputy. 
[from medieval Latin vicegerent- ‘depuuzing | 

vice-president 7. an official ranking below and 
deputizing for a president. G vice-presidency 2. 
(pl. -tes). vice-presidential ad). 

viceregal adj. of or relating to a viceroy. 

vice ring 7. a group of criminals involved in or- 
ganizing illegal prostitution. 

viceroy 7. a ruler exercising authority on behalf of 
a sovereign in a colony, province, etc. [from Old 
French] 0 viceroyalty zn. 

vice squad 7. a police department enforcing laws 
against prostitution, drug abuse, etc. 

vice versa adj. with the order of the terms or condi- 
tions changed; the other way round (could go from left 
fo neht or vice versa). [Latin, literally ‘the position 
being reversed’ | 


SCvEW / Jat 


clamp to 
attach to 


bench 


Jenapedeeng| cdqeecore 
f 
' | 


turning 


bar 
VICE: 


BENCH VICE 


‘ 

vichyssoise /vee-shee-swahz/ n. a creamy soup 
of lecks and potatoes. [French, fem. of vichyssozs ‘of 
bichy’, a town in France] 

Vichy water /vee-shee/ n. an effer- 

vescent mincral water from Vichy in 

France. 

vicinal /vis-in-al/ adj. 1 neighbour- 
ing, adjacent. 2 of a neighbourhood; 
local. [French] 

vicinity 7. (p/. -ies) 1 a surrounding 
district. 2 (foll. by fo) nearness. 0 in 
the vicinity (often foll. by of) near 
(to). [from Latin vecinetas] 

vicious adj. 1 bad-tempered, spiteful 

(a wictous dog, victous remarks). 2 violent 

(a vecious attack). 3 of the nature of or 

addicted to vice. [from Latin witzosus] 

O viciously ad. viciousness n. 

vicious circle see circu 7. 11. 

vicissitude n. a change of circum- 

stances. [French] 

victim 7. 1 a person injured or killed (a road victim: 
the wctims of war). 2 a person or thing harmed or 
destroyed in pursuit of an object or in gratification 
of a passion ete. (the victim of their ruthless ambition). 
3 a prey; a dupe (fell victim to a confidence trick). 4 a 
living creature sacrificed to a deity or in a religious 
rite. [from Latin victimal 

victimize ¢./, (also -ise) single out for punishment 
or unfair (reatment. 0 victimization 7. victim- 
izer n. 

victimless adj. orig. (8 (of a crime} in which there 
is no injured party 


= 


sl aaa 


SOS ae oo 


= 


victor 


victor n. a winner in battle or in a contest. [Latin] 

Victoria n. (also victoria) 1 a low light four- 
wheeled carriage with a collapsible top, seats for 
two passengers, and a raised driver’s seat. 2 (in full 
Victoria plum) Brit. a large red luscious variety of 
plum. [named afier Queen Victoria, 1819 1901] 

Victoria Cross n. < a decora- 
tion awarded for conspicuous 
bravery in the armed services, 
instituted by Queen Victoria in 
1856. 

Victorian e adj. 1 of or charac- 
teristic of the time of Queen 
Victoria. 2 associated with atti- 
tudes attributed to this time. 
esp. of prudery and moral strict- 
ness. @ 7. a person of this time. 
0 Victorianism n. 

Victoriana nfl. articles, esp. 
collectors’ items. of the Victor- 
ian period. 

Victoria sandwich pn. (also 
Victoria sponge) Bri/. a sponge 
cake consisting of two layers of 
sponge with a jam filling. 

victorious adj. 1 conquering, triumphant. 2 marked 
by victory (victorious day). [from Latin wetoriosus| 
0 victoriously adi. 

victor ludorum 2. ( fem. victrix ludorum) Bri. 
the overall champion in a sports competition. 
[Latin, literally ‘victor of the games’| 

victory n. (pi. -ies) 1 the process of defeating an 
enemy in battle or war or an opponent in a con- 
test. 2 an instance of this; a triumph. [from Latin 
victoria] 

victory roll 7, a roll performed by an aircraft as a 
sign of triumph, esp. after a successful mission. 


VICTORIA 
CROSS 


victrix ludorum sec Vicor LUDORUM. 

victual /vit-al/ e 7. (usu. in f/.) food, provisions. 
@ v. (victualled. victualling: lS victualed. 
victualing) 1 /x supply with victuals. 2 i obtain 
stores. 3 fir eat victuals. [based on Latin victus 
‘food’ | 

victualler /vit-ler/ x. (US victualer) 1 a person 
etc. who supplies victuals. 2 (in full licensed vict- 
ualler) Bri. a publican etc. licensed to sell alco- 
holic liquor. 

vicuna /\i-koon-ya/ n. a S. American mammal. 
Ficugna vicugna, related to the llama, with fine silky 
wool. [from Quechua] 


vide /vid-ay/ 7/7, (as an instruction in a reference | 


to a passage in a hook etc.) see, consult. [Latin, 
literally “see!’| 

video e adj. 1 relating to the recording, reproducing, 
or broadcasting of visual images on magnetic tape 
or disc. 2 relating to the broadcasting of television 
pictures. @ 7. (pl. -os) 1 the process of recording, 
reproducing, or broadcasting visual images on 
magnetic tape or disc. 2 the visual element of tcle- 
vision broadcasts. 3 collog. = vibto kicoRbER, 4 Un 
full video film. a film etc. recorded on a video- 
tape. @ wiz (-oes, -oed) make a video recording of. 
[based on Latin wdére “to see’ 

video camera 7. a camera for recording images on 
videotape etc, or for transmitting them to a moni- 
tor Sscreer. 

video cassette 7. a cassette of videotape. 

video cassette recorder 7. = \ (pio RLCORDIR. 

videoconference n. the use of television sets 
linked by telephone lines ete. to enable a group of 
people to communicate with each other in sound 
and vision. 0 videoconferencing 1. 

videodisc 7. a metal-coated dise on which visual 
material is recorded for reproduction on a tele- 
vision screen. 

video film ». a film etc. recorded on videotape 

videofit 7. a reconstructed picture of a person (esp. 
one sought by the police) built up on a computer 
screen by sclecting and combining facial features 


g 
according to witnesses’ descriptions (cf pHoroerrt), 


viewfinder 


VIDEO RECORDER 


A video recorder captures and replays tele- 
vision signals. A capstan feeds a magnetic 
tape past two heads: a video head to record 
pictures and an audio head to record sound. 
When the tape is replayed, the heads turn 
the signals back into audio and video signals 
and send them back to the television. 


INDERSAL 
MECHANISM OF 
\ VIDEO 
RECORDER 


circuitry —-— 


loading pole .- — 


erase head 


video-head 
drum 


audio record/playback head / 


video game 7. a game played by manipulating 
images produced by a computer program on a tele- 
Vision screen. 

video nasty 7. Bri. colloy. a horrific or porno- 
graphic video film. 

videophone 2. a iclephone device transmitting a 
visual image as well as sound. 

video recorder 7. A an apparatus for recording 
and playing videotapes. 0 video recording 1 

videotape e 7. 1 magnetic tape for recording tele- 
vision pictures and sound, 2 a length of this; a 
video cassette. @ v./r make a recording of sbroaceast 
material etc.) with this. 

vie 7.intr, (vying) compete; strive for superiority (red 
with each other for recognition). 

Viennese e wd). of, relating to, or associated with 
Vienna in Austria. @ 7. | /. same) a native or citizen 
of Vienna. 

Vietnamese e adj. of or relating to Vietham in SE 
Asia. @ 7. (pl. same) 1 a native or national of Viet- 
nam. 2 the language of Vietnam. 

view e@ 7). 1 range of vision (came into mew: in full vier 
of the crowd). 2 a what is seen from a particulai 
point; a scene or prospect (@ fine view of the downs: a 


room uth a view). ba picture étc. represcnung this. 


VIEWFINDER 


A viewfinder allows the photographer to 
aim the camera accurately, Phe image seen 
through the viewfinder will only be exactly 
the same as the one seen by the camera if 


TYPES OF VIEWFINDER 
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Jast forward/ rewind ye 
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pect button 


capstan 


guide 
roller 


ventilation | 
holes 


electric moloi 


receiver foi 

vgn 
from TV 

aerial 


printed circuil board 


3 a visual or mental survey. 4 an opportunity for 
visual imspection: a viewing 1a private view of the ex- 
hibition). 5 aan opinion (holds strong views on morality). 
ba mental attitude (took « favourable view of the matter). 
ca manner of considering a thing «ook @ long-term 
mec’ af i). @ uv. Vt survey visually; inspect (we az 
going lo ven the house). 2. survey mentally different 
ways of rewing a subject). 3 te form a mental impres- 
sion or opinion of; consider (does nol view the matter in 
the same light). 4 ints watch television, Oo have in 
view IL have as one’s object. 2 bear (a circum- 
stance) in mind in forming a judgement etc. in 
view of considering. on view being shown: being 
exhibited. with a view to 1 with the hope or 
intention of. 2 with the ain of attaming wih a ven 
lo marriage). [ased on Latin videre “to see] 0 view- 
able «ac/j. 
viewdata 7. a news and information service from a 
computer source to which a television screen is 
connected by telephone fink. 
viewer 7. La person who views. 2 a person watch- 
ing television. 3 a device for looking at film trans- 
parencics etc. 
viewfinder 1. Va clevice on a camera showing the 
area covered by the lens in taking a photograph. 
CB CAMA 


the light travels through the objective lens 
on its way to the user's eve (as in the SLR). 
Che blue lines on the diagrams show how 
light travels through dillerent viewfinders. 


EAN Slee Ral TIEN: 


Qug 
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viewing 


viewing 7. 1 an opportunity or occasion to view; 
an exhibition. 2 the act or practice of watching 
television, 

viewpoint 7). a point of view. 

vigesimal /\i-jes-i-mal/ adj. 1 of twenticths or 
twenty. 2 reckoning or reckoned by twenties. 
[based on Latin evginti twenty’ | 

vigil 7. 1 a kecping awake during the time usually 
given to sleep, esp. to keep watch or pray (keep vigil ). 
b a period of this. 2 a stationary, peaceful demon- 
stration in support of a particular cause. usu. with- 
out speeches. 3 Eccl. the eve of a festival or holy 
day. 4 (im p/.) nocturnal devotions. [Latin, literally 
‘awake’ | 

vigilance 7, watch{ulness, caution. [from Latin vigr- 
fantia| 

vigilance committee 7. (Sa group of vigilantes. 

vigilant ad). watchful against danger. difficulty, ete. 
[from Latin vg/ant- “keeping awake | 0 vigilantly 
adi 

vigilante /\i-ji-lan-ti/ ». a member of a sclf- 
appomted group undertaking law enforcement but 
without legal authority. [Spanish, literally ‘vigi- 
lant’'| o vigilantism 7. 

vigneron /vee-1yé-ron/ 7. a vine-growcer. [French] 

vignette /vcen-yet/ @ 7. 1 a a short descriptive 
essay or character sketch. b a short evocative 
episode in a play, film, etc. 2 an illustration or cdec- 
oralive design. 3 a photograph or portrait showing 
only the head and shoulders with the background 
gradually shaded off. e@ vf: L make a portrait of ya 
person) in vignette style. 2 shade off a photograph 
or portvail. (French, literally ‘litle vine’| 

vigor (Svar. of \icoir 

vigorous adj. 1 strong and active: robust. 2 (of a 
plant, growing strongly. 3 forceful: acting or done 
with physical or mental vigour; cnergetic. 4 show- 
ing or requiring physical strength or activity. {from 
medieval Latin eygorosus| O vigorously «ads. vigor- 
ousness //. 

vigour 7. (8 vigor: 1 physical strength or energy. 
2 a flourishing physical condition, 3 healthy 
growth. 4 a mental strength or activity. b forceful- 
ness; enchancy. animation. [from Latin vigor] 

Viking @ 1. 4 any of the 


iron Scandinavian seafaring 
helmet pirates and traders who 
raided and scttled in 

noveouard 


parts of NW Europe 
in the 8th 1th ec. 
@ ad). of or relating 
to the Vikings or 
their time. {from 
Old Norse evkingr] 


b roo h 


chain mail 
fund 


haldru 
(sword slrap) 


sreord guad 


wooden yiield 


won sicord 


VIKING 
WARRIOR IN 


leather CHAIN MAH 


thoes 


vile ad). 1 clisgusting, 2 morally base: depraved. 
shameful. 3 collog. abominablhy bad wrth weathen 
[from Latin vhs “cheap, base] o vilely adv. vile- 
ness 

vilify «x (-ies. -ied defame: speak evil of. [from 
Late Latin i/jvare| o vilification wv. vilifier 1 


VILLA 


Ancient Roman villas were usually self-supporting 


estates, at the heart of which was a large 
house. These houses usually consisted 
of a number of often claborately 
decorated rooms. set 
around courtyards 
| and gardens. 


Si Lez 


triclinium 
(dining room) 
peristyle - 
| CUTAWAY VIEW OF 
\N ANCIENT 
ROMAN VILLA 


internal garden . 


fountain — 


villa 1. 1 Rom. Antig. & a large country house with an 
estate. 2 a country residence. 3 a rented holiday 
home, esp. abroad. [Italian] 

village 7. 1 a a group of houses and associated 
buildings, larger than a hamlet and smaller than a 
town, esp, ina rural area. b the inhabitants of a 
village regarded as a community, 2 Br, a sell 
contained district or community within a town or 


city. regarded as having features characteristic of 


Village life. 3 CS a small municipality with linited 
corporate powers. 4. lustra/. a select suburban shop- 
ping centre. [from Latin c/a] oO villager 2. 
villagey ad). 

village idiot 7. offens. a person of very low intelli- 
gence living and well known in a village. 


villain 7. 1 a person guilty or capable of great 
wickedness. 2 cullug. usu. joe. a rascal or rogue. 3 also 
villain of the piece, (in a play ctc.) a characte 
whose evil actions or motives are important in the 
plot. [from Old French cv/ez] 

villainous adj. wicked. 0 villainously ad:. 

villainy 7. pi. -1es) 1 villainous behaviour 2 a 
wicked act, 

ville com. form collog. forming the names of ficti- 
tious places with reference to a particular quality 
ete. dragsille, squaresville). [from French ville town'] 

villein 1. fist. a feudal tenant entirely subject to a 
lord or attached to a manor. [variant of \iLivin] 

villus v7. (/. villi Anal.» a small hair- 
like or finger-like projection, esp. as 
lining the small intestine in large 
numbers to form the surface 
through which nutricnts are 
absorbed mito the blood. & picts 
nos, {Latm, literally ‘shagey 
hair] o villose ad. villous ad). 


epithelial 
layer 


lene 


Much 


cell = 


vim 7. collog. vigour, 

vinaigrette /vin-ay-gret/ ”. 1in 
lull vinaigrette sauce) a salad 
dressing of oil, wine vinegar, and 
seasoning, [French, literally “little 
vinegar | 

vindaloo 2, a highly-spiced hot 
Indian curry dish made with 
nicat, fish, or poultry. 


vein _ 


arler) 


hymph 
of venel - 


vindicate cir 1 clear 
blame or suspicion, 2 estab- 
lish the existence. merits. or 
jusuce of 3 jusufy ca person, 
oneself, ete., by evidence or 
argument. [based on Latin 
vindicalus “claimed, avenged’] 
Oo vindication ». vindica- 
tor 7. 


muscle 


layers — & 
Pa 
= 


VILLUS: 
vindicatory «ij. tending to 
vincheate 


SUCTION THROUGH 
NESTS NE MiGs 


vintage 


atrium 
(courtyard) 
with skylight 


front 
2 entrance 


sloping 


tiled roof 


\ reception 
room 


\ frescoes 


vindictive adj. I tending to seek revenge. 2 spiteful. 
|hased on Latin zinmdicta “vengeance’] O vindic- 
tively adv. vindictiveness 7. 

vindictive damages ».//. esp. Brit. Law damages 
exceeding simple compensation and awarded to 
punish the defendant. 

vine 7. 1 ® any climbing or 
trailing woody stemmed 
plant, esp. of the genus 
is, bearing grapes. 
2 a slender trailing 
or climbing © stem. 
[from Latin ved *vine- 
yard] O viny ad). 

vine-dresser 7. a pe¢r- 
son who prunes, trains, 
and cultivates vines. . 

vinegar 7. 1 a sour li- ‘ 
quid obtained from wine, cider, etc., 
by fermentation amd used as a 
condiment or for pickling. 2 sour 
behaviour or character. [from Old 
French vpn egre “sour wine’] OG vin- 
egarish adj. vinegary ad). 

vinery 1. (pl. -ies; 1 a greenhouse 
for grapevines. 2 a vineyard. 


VINE 
Palas vinifera) 


grapes 


vineyard 7, a plantation of grapevines, esp. for 
wine-makineg, 
vingt-et-un /vant-ay-ern/ n. = pontoon’, [French, 
literally ‘twenty-one | 
vinho verde 7. a young Portuguese wine, not 
allowed to mature. [Portuguese, literally ‘green 
wine | 
vini- com. form wine. [from Latin vn] 
viniculture 7. the cultivation of grapevines. 
vinification 1,» the conyersion of grape juice 
etc. mito wine. 
vining ». the separation of leguminous crops 
from their vines and pods. 
vino /vee-noh/ n. esp. Brit. slang wine, esp. of an 
inferior kind. [Spanish, literally ~wine’] 
vin ordinaire /van or-din-air/ n. cheap wine for 
everyday use. [French, literally ‘ordinary wine’ 
vinous adj. l of, like, or associated with wine. 
2 addicted to wine. [based on Latin vinum ‘wine’] 
0 vinosity 1. 
vintage @ 7. 1 aa season's produce of grapes. 
b the wine made from this. 2 a the gathering of 
grapes for wine-making. b the season of this. 
3 awine of high quality from a single identified 
year and district. 4 a the year etc. when a thing 
was made etc. b a thing made ete. in a partic- 
ular year ctc. @ adj, of high quality, esp. from 
the past or characteristic of the best period of 
a person's work, falleration of Middle English 
vendage: from Old French vendange] 


vintage car 


vintage car 7. Brit. a car made between 1917 and 
1930. 

vintner 7. a wine-merchant. [based on Latin vinetum 
‘vineyard | 

viny sce VINE. 

vinyl x. 1 Chem. the radical -CH:CHpo, derived from 
ethylene by removal of a hydrogen atom (usu. 
attrib: vinyl group). 2 any plastic made by polymeriz- 
ing a compound containing the vinyl group, esp. 
polyvinyl chloride. [based on Latin vinum ‘wine’ 

viol n. < a medieval stringed mu- 
sical instrument, played with a bow 
and held vertically on the knees or 
between the legs. [from Provencal 
viola] 

viola! /vi-oh-la/ n. 1 an instru- 


Jingerboard 


tuning ment of the violin family, larger 
peg than the violin and of lower pitch. 


2 a viol. [> ORCHESTRA, STRINGED. 

{Italian & Spanish] 

viola? /vy-5-la/ n. 1 any plant of 

the genus Viola, including the 

pansy and violet. 2 a cultivated 

hybrid of this genus. [Latin. 

literally ‘violet’] 

viola da gamba /yi-oh-la da 
gam-ba/ n. a viol held he- 
tween the player’s legs. [Ital- 
ian, literally ‘viol for the leg’] 


sound- 


hole 


viola d’amore /\i-oh-li 
dam-or-ay/ n. a sweet-toned 
tenor viol. [[talian, literally ‘viol 
of love’] 
violate vf 1 disregard; fail to 
comply with (an oath, treaty, 
law, etc.), 2 treat (a sanctuary 
etc.) profanely or with  dis- 
respect. 3 disturb (a person’s privacy etc.). 4 rape. 
[based on Latin veolatus ‘treated violently | 0 viola- 
tion 7. violator n. 


VIOL: 18TH- 
CENTURY 
BRITISH VIOL 


violence 7. 1 the quality of being violent. 2 violent 
conduct or treatment. 3 Law a the unlawful exer- 
cise of physical force. b intimidation by the exhib- 
ition of this. O do violence to act contrary to; 
outrage. [from Latin wolentia| 

violent adj. 1 a using or tending to use aggressive 
physical force (a violent person). b involving physical 
force (a violent storm). 2 a vehement, passionate, 
extreme (a violent contrast: violent dislike. b vivid, 
intense (volent colours). 3 (of death resulung from 
external force or from poison. 4 involving an, 
unlawful exercise of force. [from Latin violentus] 
OD violently ad 

violet @ 7. 1 any plant of the genus | %ola, esp. the 
sweet violet, with usu. purple, blue, or white 
flowers. 2 the bluish-purple colour seen at the end 
of the spectrum opposite red. 3 pigment of this 


VINIFICATION 

Vinification starts when grapes are crushed 
or pressed, bringing the juice ito contact 
with yeast cells on the skins. ‘I'he grapes are 
macerated (usually only for red wine) to 


colour. @ adj. of a purplish-blue colour. [from Latin 
viola| 


violin 7. a musical instrument with four strings of 


treble pitch played with a bow. © orcnistRs, 
sieNncrp. [from Italian volo ‘little viola’) 0 violin- 
ist 1. 

violist 7. a viol-player or viola-player. 

violoncello /\y-6-lén-chel-oh/ 2. (pl. -os) formal 
= CELLO. D& ORCHESTRA, SrRINGcD. [Italian] 0 violon- 
cellist 7. 

VIP abbr. very important person. 

viper 7. 1 ¥ any venomous snake of the family 
Viperidae, esp. the common viper (see ApveR). 
> snake. 2 a malignant or treacherous person. 
[from Latin vpera] 0 viperish adj. viperous ad). 


VIPER: GABOON 
VIPER 


(F tpera gabonica) 


viper’s bugloss 7. a stiff bristly blue-flowered 
plant. Echium vulgare. 

virago /vi-rah-goh/ n. ( p/. -os) a fierce or abusive 
woman. [Latin, literally ‘female warrior’ | 

viral] /vy-ral/ ad. of or caused by a virus. 0 virally 
ad, 

Virgilian ad. of, or in the style of, the Roman poet 
Virgil (d. 19 xc). from P. Tergilius Maro, the full 
name of Virgil} 

virgin @ 7. 1 a person (esp. a woman) who has never 
had sexual intercourse. 2 ,the Virgin) Christ's 
mother the Blessed Virgin Mary. 3 (the Virgin 
the zodiacal sign or constellation Virgo. @ adj. 1 that 
is a virgin, 2 of or befitting a virgin (virgin modesty) 
3 not yet used, penetrated, or tied (zv7gin soil), 4 (ot 


olive oil etc.) obtamed from the first pressing of 


olives etc. 3 tof clay) not fired. 6 1of metal: made 
from ore by smelting. 7 (of wool) not yet, or only 
once, spun or woven, [from Latin virgo -ginis} 

virginal e ad). that is or befits or belongs to a virgin. 
@ 7. (usu. in p/.) an full pair of virginals, an early 
form of spinet in a box. 0 virginally ad: 

virgin birth 7. 1 (the doctrine of) Christ’s birth 
from a mother who was a virgin. 2 parthenogenesis. 

virgin forest 7. a forest in its untouched natural 
state, 

Virginia 1. 1 tobacco from Virginia. 2 a cigarette 
made of this. [from Tinga, a US state] o Virgin- 
ian n. & adj. 


make free-run wine, and then pressed to 
extract the press wine. The resulting liquid 
may then be racked to separate out the lees. 
Final fermentation occurs in vats or casks. 


| STAGES IN THE VINIFICATION PROCESS = 


lightly 
crushed 


revolving 


stetth tanh 


ESTA NS ATACER ATION 


macerating tank 


wooden | 


casks 


free-run 
meee 


racking 
machine 


RACKING 


DATS TEEN A NERS, 


virtual reality 


Virginia creeper 7. a N. American vine, Partheno- 
cissus quinguefolia, cultivated esp. for its red autumn 
foliage. 

Virginia stock 7. (also Virginian stock) a crucil- 
erous plant, .\alcolmia maritima, with white or pink 
flowers. 

virginity 7. the state of being a virgin. 

Virgin Queen ». Queen Elizabeth | of England. 

Virgo 1. (pl. -os) 1 Astron. > 
a large constellation (the 
Virgin), said to repre- 
sent a maiden or god- 
dess associated with 
the harvest. 2. .Lytrol. 
athe sixth sign of the 
zodiac, which the Sun 
enters about 23 Aug. 
> zovirc. b a person 
born when the Sun 
is in this sign. [{Latin. 
literally virgin’) 0 Vir- 
goan 7. & ad). 

virgule ». 1 a slanting 
line used to mark div- 
ision of words or lines. 

2 =souts 1. 


Spica 


VIRGO: 
PMIGURE O1 
A MAIDEN 
FORMED 
FROM THE 
STARS OF VIRGO 


viridescent ad). green- 
ish, tending to be- 
come green. [from 
Late Latin errideyeent 
‘becomme green’| 0 viridescence 7. 

viridian @ 7. 1 a bluish-green chromium oxide 
pigment. 2 the colour of this. @ adj. bluish green. 
[based on Latin wirdis “green’] 

virile «dj. 1 of or characteristic of a man; having mas- 
culine (esp. sexual) vigour or strength. 2 of or haying 
procreative power. 3 of a man as distinct from a 
woman or child. [from Latin vrziis] O virility 7. 

virology 7. the scientific study of viruses, 0 viro- 
logical ad). virologist n. 

virtual adj. 1 that is such for practical purposes 
though not in name or according to strict definition 
(us the virtual manager of the business: take this as a virtual 
promise). 2 Optics relating to the points at which rays 
would meet if produced backwards (vzrlual focus: 
virtual image). 3 Mech. relating to an infinitesimal 
displacement of a point in a system, 4 Computing 
not physically existing as such but made by: soft- 
ware to appear to do so (virtual memory 

[from medieval Latin 


see also 

VIRTUAL REALULY wrtualis| 
Oo virtuality 7. 

virtually ad. 1 in effect. to all intents. 2 nearly. 
almost. 

virtual reality 7. ¥ an image or environment 
generated by computer software with which a use? 
can interact realistically using a helmet with a 
screen Inside. gloves fitted with sensors, ete 


headset 


thres 
dimensional 
unage seen 
by the plave 


hand | 


controlle) 


VIRTUAL REALITY: 


Let. SERS STS 
AND HAND CONTROLDER 


\ HEADSE 1 


Seal 


virtue 


virtue 7. 1 moral excellence; goodness. 2 a particu- 
lar form of this ( patience ws a virtue). 3 chastity, esp. of 
a woman. 4 a good quality 
adjustable). 5 eicacy (no virtue in such drugs). 0 by (or 
in, virtue of on the strength or ground of (got th 
job by virtue of his experience). make a virtue of 
necessity derive some credit or benefit from an 
unwelcome obligation. [from Latin virtus| 


has the virtue of being 


virtuoso /, (//, virtuosi or -os) 1 a person highly 
skilled in the technique of a fine art, esp. music 
2 (attnb) displaying the skills of a virtuoso. [Italian, 
literally ‘learned, skilful’| o virtuosic adj. virtuos- 
ity n, 

virtuous «dj, 1 possessing or showing moral recti- 
tude. 2 (esp. of a woman) chaste. [from Late Latin 
vrluosuy| O virtuously adv, virtuousness 1). 

virtuous circle ». 4 beneticial recurring cycle of 
cause and effect (cf eietous circle inci. n. V1 

virulent ad. 1 strongly poisonous. 2 (of a disease 
violent. 3 bitterly hostile. [Middle English, origin- 
ally of a poisoned wound] 0 virulence i. viru- 
lently «ad: 

virus 7). 1 ¥ a subimicroscopic pathogenic agent usu. 
consisung of a nucleic acid molecule in a protein 
coat. and able to multiply only within the living 
cells of a host. 2 Computing = cont tik virus. [Laun, 
literally “slimy liquid, poisow’ | 
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Vis. abby. Viscount. 
visa 7. an endorsement on a passport etc., esp. as 
allowing the holder to enter or leave a country 


| Lat, literally ‘seen’] 
i face {b ised on Latin z 


ilso in comb, 


visage 7. /i/ 6 sight] 
O visaged ad) 


vis-a-vis /yeez-ah-vee/ @ prep. in relation lo. @ ad: 


lacing one another. @ 7. 1 f ume) La person ot} 
thing facing another. 2 a person occupying a cor- 
responding position i another group. [French 
literally *t tof 

Vise. wh Viscount 


viscera s 
visceral /vis-¢-ral/ ad). 1 of the viscera. 2 relating 

to inward feelings rather than conscious reasoning 
O viscerally «ad 
viscid /vis-id/ adj. 1 elutinous, sticky. 2 semi-tluic 
[based on Latin msc “birdlime’| 
viscometer 7. an instrument for measuring the 
viscosity of liquids. O viscometric o 


metrically adi, 0 viscometry 77 


visco- 


viscose 7. 1 a form of cellulose in a Ieghly viscous 
state suitable for wn, 2 ravon madi 
from this. [based on Late Latin i 


lrawing into 


Osus “VASCOUS | 


viscosity -ies; 1 th quality or degree ol 
beme viscous, 2 Physics cof a fluid, internal friction 
the resistance to flow 

viscount /vy-kownt/ na British nobleman rank- 
me between an earl and a baron. {from medieval 
Latu ) viscountcy -ies 

viscountess /vy-kowit- 1 a viscount ili 
or widow, 2a woman holdiny the rank of scount 
in hei an right 


1 clutinous, sticky. 2 sen 


viscous “//) 


having a high viscosity; not flowing freely. [from 
Late Latin vscosus| O viscously ad. 

viscus 7. (//. viscera /vis-cr-a/) (usu. in pl.) any of 
the soft internal organs of the body (e.g. the heart 
and liver). [Laun] 

vise (Svar. of \w1? 

visibility n. 1 the state of being visible. 2 the range 
or possibility of vision as determined by the condi- 
tions of light and atmosphere (visibility was down lo 
0 yards : 

visible ad. 1 a that can be seen. b (of light) within 
the range of wavelengths to which the eye is sensi- 
live. 2 that can be perceived or ascertained (has no 
visible means of supports spoke wath visible unpatence) 
3 1of exports et 


INVISTBI 


consisung of actual goods (cf. 
{from Latin visebilis| a visible- 
ness 7, visibly ad: 
Visigoth 7. a West Goth, a member of the branch 
of the Goths who settled in France and Spain in the 
3th c. and ruled much of Spain until 711, 


EAPORUS 


vision e 7. 1 the act or faculty of seeing; sight. 
2 aa thing or person seen in a dream or trance. 
b a supernatural or prophetic apparition. 3a thing 
or idea perceived vividly in the imagination (th 
romant sions of youth: had visions of sand) 
heaches). 4 imaginative insight. 5 statesmanlike fore- 
sight. 6 a person ete. of unusual beauty. 7 what is 
collect- 
fe see or present in or as ina vision. [from 
10] 0 visionless adj 


warm 


scen ona television screen: television image 
ively, @ 
Latin z 

visionary e adj. 1 given to seeing visions or to 
wmduleing in fanciful theories. 2 having vision ot 
foresight. @ 7. ( p/. -ies) a visionary person 

vision mixer 7. Bri/, a person whose job is to switch 
from onc image to another in television broadcast 
ing or recording. 

visit @ ilso abyal 


Come to see 


(visited, visiting) 1 /»: 20 O1 


VT person, plac oa uel: 2 th. reside tempor- 
arly with \a person) or at (a place). 3 & (of a disease. 
calamity, ete.) come upon, attack. 4 fr Bibl. a (foll. 
by ze) punish ta person). b (often foll. by upon 
inflict punishment for (a sin). 5 indir a (foll. by wrth 
\. Amer. 2o to see sp. socially. b (usu. foll 
by zevh: CS converse. chat. en. 1 a an act of visit- 
ing (7a, on a visit a some friends, paid him a long visit 

2 (foll. by fo) an oceasion ol 
3 a formal or official 
call for the purpose of inspection etc. 4 (Sa chat. 
[from Latin ziszlare “to vo to see | O visitable ad 


1 person) ¢ 


b temporary re iden 
going to a doctor, dentist, etc. 


visitant 7/. a Visitor, ¢ 
one 


p. a supposedly supernatural 


visitation 7. 1 an official visit of inspection. 2 trouble 
or clifficulty regarded as a divine punishment 

visiting @ 7). paying a visit or visits. @ a//rib.adj. of an 
academic) spending some time at another institu- 
ion (@ visiting professor 

visiting card 7. csp. Bri/. a card with a person’s 
name ete. sent or left in heu of a formal visit 

visiting hours 77./)/, a designated time when visitors 
may call, esp. to see a patient in hospital et 

visitor 7, La person who visits. 2 esp. Brit. a migra- 
tory bird present in a locality for part of the year 
‘antler vayitan 

visitors’ book 2». csp. Br/. a book m which visitors to 


a hotel. church. embassy. ete.. write their names and 


addresses and sometimes remark 
visor /vy-zer/ 7. (also vizor hftine pun 
Lar a movable part of ; 
helmet covermeg the face a t 


> srcistir. b the prayect- 
ing front part of a cap, 2a 
shicld to protect the eye 
from unwanted hght, esp 
one at the top of a vehicle 
windsereen. [front Old French 
ere] OC visored ad) 


VISOR: iil 
CINIERY VISORLD ts 
PEM ENRIOE en 


BoBwOl! GARDENS. 
FLORENCE, ITALY 


VISTA IN THI 


vista 7. l Aa long narrow view as between rows of 
trees. 2 a mental view of a long succession of 
events (opened up new vistas to his ambition). (Italian, 
literally “view ] 

visual e adj. of. concerned with, or used in seeing. 

n. (usu. in p/.) a visual umage or display, a picture. 

[from Late Latin casualty] O visually adv. 

visual aid 7. a film. moctel. ete.. as an aid to learn- 
ing. 

visual display unit 7. esp. Brit, Computing a device 
displaying data on a screen, 

visual field 7. = Wi or vision 

visualize 7/7. (also -fSe) make visible, esp. to one’s 
mind (a thing not visible to the eye). 0 visualiza- 
tion 7 

vital @ ad. 1 a essential; indispensable; extremely 
important (a vlal question; secrecy ws vital). b para- 
mount, 2 important 2 of. 
concerned with, of essential to organic life (vital 
energy, vital functions). 3 full of life or activity. @ 7. (in 
pl. the body's vital organs, e.g. the heart and brain. 
Jbased on Latin wta ‘life’| 


very reat (of wtal 


vital force 7. 1 H. Bergson’s philosophy) life- 
foree, 2 any mysterious vital principle. [translation 
of French élan vvial| 

vitalism 1. Bio/. the doctrine that life originates in a 
vital principle distinct from chemical and othe1 
physical lorces. 0 vitalist 7. vitalistic ad). 

vitality 1. 1 liveliness, animation. 2 the ability to 
sustain life 


vitalize ©/r also -ise: 1 endow with life. 2 infuse 
with vigour 

vitally adi. essentially, indispensably 

vital power 77, the power to sustain life 

vital statistics 7.//, b the number of births. 


2 collog. offens. the measurc- 
ments of a woman’s bust, waist, and hips. 
vitamin //. Pe any of a: roup of o1 
essenual in small amounts for many living organ- 
isms to maintain normal health ancl devek pment. 
[irom Latin eva “hfe? + yun, because originally 
thought to contain an amino acid] 
vitamin A}. = ROX01 
vitamin B, 7. = jini 


marriages. cleaths, etc 


ganic compounds 


vitamin B n, B= RIBOFL_WIN 
vitamin B, nN, = PYRIDONINI.. 
vitamin Bom 1. = Cy\Nocon yan, 
vitamin B complex 7. a group of vita- 
mins which, although not chemically 

related, are often found together in the 
same loods 


vitamin C )). » = \s BIE CLD 


vitamin D 


vitamin D x. » any of a group of vitamins found in 
liver and fish oils, essential for the absorption of 
calcium and the prevention of rickets in children 
and softening of the bones in adults. 

vitamin Dy 7. = caicirrot. 

vitamin D,, 2. = CHOLECALCIFEROL. 

vitamin E 7. & = vocorurkol. 

vitaminize v./7: (also -ise) add vitamins to. 

vitamin K 7. > any of a group of vitamins found 
mainly in green leaves and essential for the blood- 
clotting process. 

vitamin Kn. = rHyinoauinons. 

vitamin K, 7. = MeNaQuinont. 

vitamin M 7. esp. US = rouc acin, 

vitiate /vish-i-ayt/ vir, 11 impair the quality or effi- 
ciency of; debase. 2 make invalid or ineffectual. 
[based on Latin vitiatus ‘impaired’] a vitiation n. 

viticulture x. the cultivation of grapevines; the 
science or study of this. [based on Latin vitis ‘vine’] 
0 viticultural ad). viticulturist n 

vitreous adj. 1 of, or of the nature of, glass. 2 like 
glass in hardness, brittleness, transparency, struc- 
ture, etc. (vitreous enamel). [based on Latin zétrum 
‘glass’ | 

vitreous humour ». (also vitreous body) Anal. a 
transparent jelly-hke tissue filling the eyeball. > ve 

vitrify intr, (-ies, -ied) convert or be 
converted into glass or a glasslike substance, esp. by 
heat. [from medieval Latin eztrificare] 0 vitrifica- 
tion /. 

vitriol 7. 1 sulphuric acid or a sulphate. 2 caustic or 
hostile speech, criticism, or feeling. [from Old 
French] 

vitriolic adj. caustic or hostile. 

vituperate ¢/r & intr. revile, abuse. [based on Latin 
uiluperatus ‘censured ’| 0 vituperation 7. vitupera- 
tive ad). 

viva! /vy-va/ Brit. collog. @ n. = viva vock n. @ wir. 
(vivas, vivaed or viva’d, vivaing) subject to an 
oral examination, 

viva’ /vée-vi/ @ int. long live. @ 1. a cry of this as 
a salute etc. [Italian, literally ‘may he or she live’] 

vivace /vi-vah-chi/ adi. \fw. in a lively manner. 
[Italian] 

vivacious ad). lively, animated. [from Latin vives 
-a(is] 0 vivaciously adv. vivaciousness 1. viv- 
acity /. 

vivarium 7. (//. vivaria) a place artificially 
prepared for keeping animals in (nearly) their 
natural state; an aquarium or terrarium. [Latin, 
literally ‘warren, fishpond’] 

viva voce /vy-va voh-chi/ @ ad). oral. @ ad?. orally. 
e 7. Brit. an oral examination for an academic qual- 
ification. [medieval Latin. literally “with the hving 
voice | 

vivid adj. 1 of light or colour) strong. intense (a vid 
flash of lightning: of a veid greeny. 2 (of a mental 
faculty, impression, or description) clear, lively, 
graphic. [from Latin cadus| O vividly ade vivid- 
ness ", 

vivify 7/2: \-1es, -ied) enliven, animate, make lively 
or living, [from Late Latin vrvicare|  vivification 1) 

viviparous /\i-vip-a-riis/ adj. Sool. bringing forth 
young alive. [from Latin vparus| O viviparity 1. 

vivisect ¢./7, perform yivisecion on, 

vivisection 7. dissection or other paintul treatment 
of living animals for purposes of scientific research. 
[based on Latin vous ‘hying’, on the pattern of 
disseclion| O vivisectionist 7. vivisector 2. 

vixen 7. 1 a female fox. 2 a spiteful woman. [Old 
English] 0 vixemish «dj. 

viz. adv. namely; that Is to say; in other words (came 
fo a firm conclusion, viz. thal we were night). [ablrevia- 
tion of Latin rdelicel “it 1s permissible to see’ 

hit. a high official in some 

[from Arabic wazir ‘caliph’s 


vizier /\i-zeer/ 
Muslim countries 
chief counsellor ] 


vizor Var. Ol VISOR. 


VITAMIN 


Vitamins are either fat-soluble (A, D, E, K) 

or water-soluble (B vitamins, including niacin, 
folic acid, pantothenic acid, and riboflavin, 
and vitamin C). They consist mainly of the 
elements nitrogen, oxygen, carbon, and hydro- 
gen. Fat-soluble vitamins are stored in body 
fat, while water-soluble vitamins are used or 
quickly excreted in the urme. Vitamin A is 
essential for the eyes, skin, hair, and bones; the 
B vitamins help enzymes to function; C is 
essential for the formation of collagen; D helps 
the body absorb calcium; E prevents cell 
damage; and K helps blood clotting. Most 
vitamins cannot be produced by the body and 
so must be obtained directly from food. Ex- 
amples of food sources are shown below. 


SOURCES OF THE MAIN VITAMINS 


VITAMIN A (RETINOL) 
carrots, calf’s liver, fortified 
milk products, melons 


— 


ef] 


VITAMIN By (PYRIDONINE) 
fish, vegetables, whole- 
grain products, fruit 


feted 


FOLIC ACID 
offal, green leafy 
vegetables, nuts 


VITAMIN CG 


VITAMIN E (POCOPHEROL) 
vegetable oils, green leafy 
vegetables, seafood, egg yolks 


VITAMIN By (PHIAMINE) 
nuts, pork, peas, 
whole grains 


VITAMIN B, > 
(CYANOCOBALAMIN) 
beef, milk, poultry, seafood 


(ASCORBIC ACID) 
citrus fruits, broccoli, 
strawberrics, green peppers 


¢ @ 
vv. 2 


vizor 


nitrogen — oxygen 


_ hydrogen 


carhon —— 


MOLECULAR MODEL 
OF A WATER-SOLUBLE 
VITAMIN (B,) 


hydrogen 


x 
MOLECULAR MODEL OF A 
FAT-SOLUBLE VITAMIN (D) 


2 eee 


VITAMIN By 
meat, eggs, 
cheese 


NIAGIN (NICOTINIG ACID 


VITAMIN D 


breads, fortified margarine, e 


ne 1 


VITAMIN IS 
green leafy vegetables, pork liver. 
fruit. gram products, cauliflower 


fish, wholegrain products, 
meat and poultry, peanuts 


axygen 


carbon 


(RIBOFLAVIN) 


oily fish, fortified cereals any 


WJ 


VJ abhi. Victory over Japan (in 1945). 

VJ day w. 15 August, the day Japan ceased fighting 
in the Second World War, or 2 September, when 
Japan formally surrendered. 

V-neck 1. (often ath) a neck of a pullover ete. with 
straight sides mecting at an angle in the front to 
forma V. 

vocabulary 1. (//. -ies} 1 the words used in a 
language or a particular book or branch of science 
ete. or by a particular author (serenlafic vocabulary, the 
vocabulary of Shakespeare). 2 a list of these. arranged 
alphabetically with definitions or translations. 3 the 
range of words known to an individual \Ais vocabu- 
lary ts limited ), {trom medieval Latin vocabularius | 

vocale ad, Lot or concerned with or uttered by the 
voice (a vocal communication). 2 outspoken (was ver 
vocal about his rights). 3 Phonet. voiced. 4 (of music) 
written for or produced by the voice with or with- 
out accompanunent (cf INSEREMLNT AL adj. 2). @ 7. (in 
sing. or pl.) the sung part of a musical composition. 
|froni Latin vocals] O vocally ade. 

vocal cords 1./)/. (also vocal folds) ¥ folds of the 
lining membrane of the larynx, with edges vibrat- 
ing in the airstream (o produce the voice, 


prominent 
thyroid cartilage 


(dam's appl 


false vocal 
cords 


cricoidary 


it 
true vocal 


arylenord 


rovas cartilase cartilage 
VOCAL CORDS: ¢ ROSS-SLC LION OF TIT LARRY NN 
SHOWING THE VOCAL CORDS 


vocalice «dj. of or consisting of a vowel or vowels. 

vocalist »). a singer. 

vocalize 3./). :also -1se) form «a sound) or utter (a 
word: with the voice. 0 vocalization 1. 

vocation 1. 1a strong feeling of fitness for a partic- 
tdar career Ga rehgious contexts regarded as a 
divine call). 2 a person’s employment, esp, 
regarded as requiring dedication. [based on Laun 
vocare “to call’ 

vocational //). 1 of or relating to an occupation or 
employment. 2 (of education or (raming) directed 
at a parucular occupation and its skills, o voca- 
tionalism 1. vocationally «i: 

vocative (jan. @ 1. the case ol 
and adjectives used in addressing a person or thing, 
@ adj of or in this case. {from Latin vocade ws] 


HouUnS. PrONOUDS, 


vociferate « 1 /: utier noisily. 2 a, shout. bawl. 
[based on Latin cactdeatus ‘carried by voice} O vo- 
ciferation 1. 

vociferous “dj. 1 of a person, speech, ete.) noisy. 
clamorous. 2 insistendy and foreibly expressing one’s 
views. G vociferously «ad:. vociferousness n. 

vocoder 1). a synthesizer that procuces sounds 
from an analysis of speech input. [from voice + 

| 

Vodafone 2». /o/i. acellular telephone system in the 
UR. vow + vit fae. representing mio | 

vodka ¥. an originally Russian alcoholic spirit macde 
bx distillation of rye etc. [Rissian. diterally “heel 


walter | 


VOLCANO 


Most volcanoes occur at the edge of 
tectonic plates, where magma can rise 
to the surface. A volcano’s shape depends 
mainly on the viscosity of the lava, the shape 
of the vent, the amount of ash, and the 
frequency and size of the eruptions. In fissure 

| volcanoes, the magma rises up gently 

~ through a crack, forming lava plateaux 
or plains. In cone-shaped volca- 
noes, the more viscous the 
lava, the steeper the 
cone. Some cones 
fall in on them- 
selves or are 
exploded out- 
wards, form- 
ing calderas. 


layers of 
lava and ash 


SORE Cs Rate Nts 
FREEING CONTR OSE: 
VOLCANO 


magma 
chamber 


| MAIN TYPES OF VOLCANO 


gentle 


slope 


yp Sissure 


magma 


PISSE RT VOLE 


SONCag 


ath 


vent 


cinder 


| ASH-CINDLR VOLCANO 


vogue 7. 1 prec. by the) the prevailing fashion. 
2 popular use or currency (hay had a@ great vogue). 0 in 
vogue in fashion. [French] 0 voguish ad). 

voice @ 7. 1 a sound formed in the larynx etc. and 
uttered by the mouth, esp. human utterance in 
speaking, shouting, singing, etc. (heard a voice; spoke in 
@ low voir, b the ability to produce this (4as lost her 
voice). 2 a the use of the voice: utterance, esp. in 
spoken or written words (esp. give voie). b an opin- 
ion so expressed, ¢ the right to express an opmion 
T have no voice in the matter. 3 Gram. a form or set of 
forms of a verb showing the rekation of the subject 
to the action (alive voter: passive voice). @ zn 1 express 
ithe letter voices our opinion, 2 ,esp. as voiced ad).) 
Phonel. utter with vibration of the vocal cords (e.g. 6, 
d. @, t, 2). G in voice (or good voice) in proper 
vocal condition for singing or speaking. with 
one voice unanimously. [from Latin vox vocis| 
Oo -voiced adj. (in comb.) 

voice box v. the larynx. 

voiceless ad. 1 clumb, speechless. 2 Phonel. uttered 
without vibration of the vocal cords (e.g. f, 4, py», 0). 
co voicelessness ! 


SHEL! Vi OLGANG) 


COMPOSE EL VOLCANO 


volatile 


cloud of steam, 
«> ash, and rock 
Sragments 


main vent 


side vent 


lava flow 


branch 


pipe 


, gentle vent 


slope 


steep 
CORVEX 


slope 


DOME VOLCANO 


caldera 
old 


cone 


GALDORA VOLCANO 


voicemail 7. a central computerized system for 
storing messages from telephone callers. 

voice-over 7. narration in a film etc. not accom- 
panied Iby a picture of the speaker. 

voiceprint 7. a visual record of speech, analysed 
with respect to frequency, duration, and amplitude. 

void e adj. 1 a empty, vacant. b foll. by of ) free from 
(a style void of affectation). 2 esp. Law (of a contract, 
deed, promise, etc.) invalid, not binding (null and 
void). @n. 1 an empty space, a vacuum (vanished into 
the vd: cannot fill the void made by death). 2 an unfilled 
space i a wall or building. e ut 1 render invalid. 
2 (also absol.) excrete. [from Old French vide} 
Q voidable adj. voidness n. 

voidance x, 1 Evel. a vacancy in a benefice. 2 the 
act or an instance of voiding; the state of being 
voided. 

voile n. a thin semi-transparent dress material of 
cotton, wool, or silk. [French, literally ‘veil’| 

vol. abbr. volume. 

volatile e ad. 1 evaporating rapidly (volatile salts). 
2 changeable, fickle. 3 lively, light-hearted. 4 apt to 
break out into violence. 5 transient. @ 7. a volatile 


volatile oil 


substance. [from Latin zolatilis] 0 volatileness 7. 
volatility n. 


volatile oil 7, = rssrnriat. ou. 


vol-au-vent /vol-oh-von/ 7. 
0a round case of puff 
pastry filled with meat, 
fish, etc., and sauce. 
[French, literally ‘flight 
in the wind] 
volcanic adj. (also 
vulcanic) of, like, or 
produced by a volcano, 
Ovoleanically adv. vol- 
canicity 7. 
volcanic bomb #7. a mass 
of ejected lava 
rounded and sometimes 
hollow. 


VOL-AU-VENT 
WITH MUSHROOM 
FILLING 


usu. 


voleanism 7. (also valcanism) volcanic activity or 
phenomena. 

volcano 2. (//. -oes) <a mountain or hill having an 
opening or openings in the Earth’s crust through 
which lava, cinders, steam, gases, etc., are or have 
been expelled continuously or at intervals. [based 
on Latin Voleanus ‘Vulcan’, Roman god of fire] 

volcanology var. of \ULG\Nolouy. 

vole 7. » any small ratlike or mousclike 
plant-eating rodent of the family 
Cricetidae. > ropent. [origmally 
uvole-mouse, from Norwegian voll 
‘field? + mus ‘mouse’] 

volition 7. 1 the exercise of 
the will. 2 the power of will- 
ing. 0 of (or by) one’s 
own volition voluntar- 
ily. [from medieval Latin 
volita| O volitional ad). 

volley @ 7. (#/. -eys) la 
the simultaneous — dis- 
charge of a number of 
weapons. b the bullets etc, clis- 
charged in a volley. 2 ‘usu. foll. by 
of ) a noisy emission of oaths etc. in quick succes- 
sion, 3 Tennis the return of a ball in play before it 
touches the ground. 4 Football the kicking of a ball 
in play before it touches the ground. 5. Crickel a ball 
pitched right up to the batsman or the stumps with- 
out bouncing, @ 7 .-eys, -eyed) 1 #. (also abso. 
Sport return, send, or pitch (a ball) by a volley. 2 & 
& absol. discharge (bullets, abuse. etc.) in a volley. 
3 mtr. (of bullets etc.) fly in a volley. 4 ax (of guns 
etc.) sound together. [from French vole 


volleyball 7. » a game for two teams of six hitting 
a large ball by hand over a net. 

volt ». the SE unit of electromotive force. the differ- 
ence of potential that would carry one ampere of 
current against one ohm resistance. [named alte 
A. Jolta, Italian physicist, 17-45 y 

voltage 1. clectromotive force or potential differ- 


ence expressed in volts. 

volte-face /yoli-fas/ 7 
reversal of position in argument or opinion, 2 the 
act or an instance of turning round. [French| 

voltmeter #. an instrument for measuring electri 
potential in voits 

voluble ad. 1 speaking or spoken vehemently. 
incessantly, or fluently (roluble spokesman, volubl 
excuses). 2 Bol. twisung around a support, twining. 
| French] 0 volubility n. volubly ad. 


pil. same) I a complete 


volume 7. 1 a set of sheets of paper, usu. printed. 
hound together and forming part or the whole of a 
work or comprising several works (issued in thre 
volume a library of 12.000 2 a solicl 
content, bulk. b the space occupied by a gas o1 
liquid. ¢ \foll. by of) an amount or quantuty (larg: 
volume of business). 3 a quantity or power of sound. 
b fullness of tone. [from Latin codwmen ‘roll’] 

volumetric cd). of or relating to measurement by 
volume. G volumetrically ad: 


volumes). 


voluminous «dj. 1 large in volume; bulky. 2. ol 


VOLE: BANK VOLI 
tClethriononyy glareolus 


drapery etc.) loose and ample, 0 voluminously 
adv. voluminousness /. 
voluntarism 7. 1 the principle of relying on volun- 
tary action rather than compulsion. 2 Philos. the 
doctrine that the wil is a fundamental or dominant 
factor in the individual or the universe. dQ volun- 
tarist 7. 
voluntary e ad. 1 done, acting, or able to act 
of one’s own free will: not constrained or 
compulsory; intentional (@ voluntary gift). 2 un- 
paid (voluntary work). 3 (of an imstitution) 
supported hy voluntary contributions. 4 (of a 
movement, muscle, or hmb) controlled by the 
will. 5 (of a confession by a criminal) not 
prompted by a promise or threat. @ w. (pl. -1es; 
1 an organ solo played before, during, or after a 
church service. 2 the music for this. [based on 
Latin voluntas ‘will’| 0 voluntarily ad:. 
voluntary-aided adj. (usu. attrib.) (m the Ub) 
designating a voluntary school funded mainly by 
the local authority. 
voluntary-controlled adj. (usu. a/inh,.) (in the UK) 
designating a voluntary school fully funded by the 
local authority. 
voluntary school #. (in the UK) a school which, 
though not established by the local education 
authority, is funded mainly or cntrely by it, and 
which encourages a particular set of usu. 
rehgious belicls. 
Voluntary Service Overseas /). a 
British organization promoting vol- 
untary work im underdeveloped 
COUNEFICS 
volunteer e 7. 1 a person who 
voluntarily takes part in an enter- 
prise or offers to undertake a 
task. 2 a person who enrols for 
military service. esp, Aust (in the 
me UK) a member of any ol the 
¢ former 
soldiers provided with instructors. arms, 
ete... by the state. 3 casi. afiib.. a sell-sown 
plant. @ ¢. 1 A, 
undertake or offer (one’s 
explanation, etc. voluntarily. 2 mm (often toll, by 
for make a voluntary offer of one’s 
volunteer. 3. (usu. in passive 
person) to a parucular undertaking, esp. without 
consultauion, [from French volontaae| 


corps of — voltmtars 


often foll, by fo + infin. 


services. a remark o1 


services! be a 


assign or conmnit va 


VOLEE VBA 


Volleyball is played on an indoor or outdoor 
court. The aim of the game is to hit the ball 
over the net with the hands or arms so that 
it hits the ground on the opponents side. 
Teams may hit the ball up to three times 
before it crosses the net, and only score if 
they served. 


hall 


sideline 


FOREARM 


PASS 
nferee 
uel 

Anee pad 
forearms left 
used lo Pevend 


trike hall 


vomitory 


volunteerism 7). esp. .V. Amer the involvement of 
volunteers, esp. in community service. 
voluptuary e 7. (//. -ies) a person given up to 
luxury and sensual pleasure. @ adj. concerned with 
luxury and sensual pleasure. [from Latin 
volupl(ujarius| 
voluptuous ad. 1 of, tending to, occupied with, or 
derived from sensuous or sensual pleasure. 
2 (of a woman: curvaceous and sexu- 
ally desirable. [from Latin voluptuosus| 
0 voluptuously ad, voluptuous- 
ness 7). 
volute @ 7. 1 Archit. a spiral 
scroll characteristic of Tonic 
capitals and used in 
Cormthian and composite 
capitals. & wcwwinvs, 2 a any 
marine gastropod moilusc 
of the genus foluta. b < 
the spiral shell of this. 
e adj. esp. Bol. rolled up. 
[French] o voluted ad). 


also 


VOLUTE: HEBREW 
NOU eile 
‘ Poluta ebraea) 


volution 7. 1 a rolling motion. 
2 a spiral turn. 3 a whorl of a 
spiral shell. 

vomer #/. -Lna/. ® the small 
thin bone separating 
the nostrils in) man 
and most vertebrates. 
(Latin, literally *‘plough- 
share’ | 

vomit @ :./. (vomited, 


vomiting) 10 also 
absol.) eject umatter 
from the — stomach 


through the mouth. 
Ziof a volcano. chim- 
ney, ete.) eject 
lently. beleh forth. @ 7. 

1 matter vomited from 

the 2 archaw an 
emetic, [based on Laun vont 
(us| 0 vomiter 1, 


ole 


Vio- 


stomach. VOMER IN \ 


HUMAN SKRULI 


vomitorium /»). ( /)/. vomitoria) Mop. Anlig. a vomi- 
tory. |Latn| 

vomitory @ ad. cmetic. @ 7. \ pl. -tes. Rom. Antiy. 
each of a series of passages for entrance and exitim 
an amphitheatre or theatre. 


Yom (29 ft 6 in) 
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attach 
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tape 


centre 


forward 


Neda fet 


chit fet area vero 
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voodoo 


voodoo ee». 1m use of or belief 
in religious witchcraft as prac- 
tised among blacks esp. inthe 2 
W. Indies, 2 a person skilled 
in this. 3 a voodoo spell. 
@:./, (voodoos, voo- 
dooed aflect by 
voodoo: — bewitch, 
[Louisiana French] 
0D voodooist ». 


¢ 


voracious «(/). 1 greedy 
in cating, raven- 
ous. 2 very cager 
In SOME activity 
(a voracious reader. 
fbased on Latin 

‘to devour’ 
Q voraciously ad. 
voraciousness /i. 
acity 1. 

-vorous comb, form torm- 
ing adjectives meaning’ 
‘feeding on” (carnieorans). 
[based on Latin verare “to devour] 0 -vora comb. 
form forming names of groups. -vore comb. form 
forming names of inclividuals, 


CONAN 


vor- 


VOODOO SIAICTE 
ESTED BINDE NS, 
ENEMY 


vortex 7. | /)/. vortexes or vortices /vor-ti-sccz/ 
1 a mass of whirling Muid. esp. a whirlpool or 
whirhvind, 2 any whirlme motion or mass. 3 a 
system, occupation, pursuit, ete., 
lowmeg up or engrossing those who approach it ith 
carter of society). 4 Phyviey a portion of Muid whose 
parucles have rotatory motion. [Latn, hterally 
‘eddy | 0 vortical adj. vorticity 1 


viewed as swal- 


vorticist }). .1// ® an artist of a British movement 
ce 19+ 15 influenced by futarism and character- 
ized by machine-like forms. 0 vorticism ». 

votary 1. (pi. -ies: /em. votaress: vusu. foll. by of | 
1 a person vowed to the service of God or a god or 
cult. 2a devoted follower adherent. or advocate of 
a person, system, occupation, ete, {from Latin, 
related to voir} 

vote @. 1 a formal expression of choice or opinion 
by means of a ballot. show 
ing a choice of candidate, approval of a motion o1 
resolution, ete. (fel us lake a vote on il; gave my vote ta Uk 
inch pendent candidates, 2 (asu. prec. yy the; the right to 
vote. esp. ina state election. 3 an opinion expressed 
by a majority of votes. 4 the collective votes thit 


t hands. ete... concern- 


are ar may be given by or for a particular group 
dll love the Welsh voter the Conservative vote imereased ), 
@. bat. give a vote. 2 a enact or resolve by a 
majority of votes. b grant a sum of money, by a 
Majority of votes. € cause to be ina specified posi- 
tion by a majority of votes weds valed off the commil 
Wo. 3h, callog. pronounce or declare by general 
CONSeNt eas 4 tr, collog. 
announce one’s proposal vole that we all go home), 
O put to a jor the vote submit to a decision by 
voung, vote in clect by voting. vote out dismiss 
from office et) by voting, vote with one’s feet 
collog. Weicate an opnuon by one’s presence o1 
tots “avowed | G vote- 


ted a failure by consumers . 


absence [based on Latin 
fess ail 

vote of censure 1, = oll or VOCONTINGL. 

vote of no confidence #, 2 vote showing that Uh 
majority do not support the policy of the governing 
hocly et 

voter 7. La person with the right to vote at an clec- 
tion. 2 a person young, 

voting paper #. a paper used in vouny by ballot. 

votive ad). offered or consecrated in fulfilment of a 

vow (colic offering, votive pico. [trom Latin coli] 

loll by fom auswer for be surety for tesd/ 
soutcht for fram 

Old 


vouch .1i// 


rch tor the 


hot th could not couch 


{froin French mher to 


summon | 
voucher #/. a document Which can be exchanged for 
woods or SCTAICCS [fren \n le Pre Vit hh} 
fin mal 1 condeses 


vouchsafe ;./) nd to eran 


oath 


safed me no answer). 2 (foll. by to + infin.) condes- 
cend. 
vow e 7. 1 Relig. a solemn promise esp. in the 
form of an oath to God or another deity or to 
a saint. 2 (in p/,) the promises by which a 
monk or nun is bound to poverty, chastity, 
and obedience. 3 a promise of fidelity (/overs” 
sus; marriage vows). 4 (usu. as baptismal 
vows} the promises given at baptism by the 
baptized person or by sponsors, @ ult 
1 promise solemnly (owed obedience). 2 dedicate 
to a deity, [baseel on Latin vovee ‘to pledge’s x, 
sense 2: partly from wow | 
vowel 77. 1 a speech sound made with vibration 
of the vocal cords but without audible friction. 
2 a letter or letters representing this, as a, @, 2, 0, U, 
aw, ah. {from Latin vocalts (litlera) ‘vocal (letter)’] 
0 vowelled adj. US voweled) \also in comb). 
vox pop 22. Brit. Broadcasting collog. popular opinion 
as represented by informal comments from 
members of the public. [abbreviation of vox rorus.t| 
vox populi /pop-yuu-lee/ n. public opinion; the 
general verdict. [Latin, literally ‘the people's voice’] 
voyage @ va journcy, esp. a long one by water or in 
space. @ @ 1 ih. make a voyage. 2 t traverse, esp. 
by water or air. [from Latin evaticwn| O voyager n. 
voyeur /ywah-yer/ 7». 1 a person who obtains 
sexual gratification from observing others’ sexual 
actions or organs. 2 a powerless or passive specta- 
tor. [French] G voyeurism 7. voyeuristic ad). 
voyeuristically ad 
VP ahh. Vice-President. 
VR ahi. virtual reahw 
vroom e ?. L ifr (csp. of an engine; make a roaring 
noise. 2 mt of a motor vehicle etc.) travel at speed. 
3 i: rev jan engine). @ nr. the roaring sound of an 
engine. @ ivf, an iMitation of such a sound. 
vs. abbr versus. 
V-sign 7. 1 Brif. a sign of the letter Vo made with 


the first two fingers pointing up and the back of 


the hand facing outwards, as a gesture of abuse, 


VORTICIST 
Vorticisin was a short-lived 
arusue movement. at its 
height from 1914 to 1915. 
Led by the British artist 
Wyndham Lewis, it was 
essentially cubist in 
approach, but owed much 
to Ttahean futurism. [ts 
theme was modern indus- 
irial society, portrayed 
using strong geometrical 
shapes and mechanical 
lorms that produced works 
lull of movement and 
energy. Phe name comes 
lrom a statement made by 
the futurist arust Boecioni 
that all artisue creation | 
must originate in a state 
of emotional vortex. 
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vulgarize 


contempt, etc. 2 a similar sign made with the 
palm of the hand facing outwards, as a symbol of 
victory. 

VSO abbr, Voluntary Service Overseas. 

VSOP abbi: Very Special Old Pale (brandy). 

Vt. abbr. Vermont. 

VTO «bby. vertical take-off. 

VTOL /vee-tol/ abbr. vertical take-off and landing. 

vuleanic var. of vorc vic. 

vulcanism var. of voc \NisM. 

vulcanite 7. » a hard black vulcan- 
ized rubber. 

vulcanize w/ (also -ise) treat 
wubber or rubber-like material) 
with sulphur etc. at a high tempera- 
ture to increase its strength. 
[based on Filean, Roman god * 
of fire and metalworking] o 
vulcanization 7. 

vuleanology 7. (also vol- 
canology) the scientific study 
of volcanoes. 0 vulcanolo- 
gist 1. 

vulgar ad. 1 a of or character- 
istic of the common people. 
b coarse in manners: low 
(vulgar expressions, vulgar tastes). 
2 in common use; generally 
prevalent (vulvar errors). [based on Latin welgus 
‘common people] 0 vulgarly adi. 

vulgar fraction 7, Ail. a fraction expressed by 
numerator and denominator, not decimally. 

vulgarian 7). a vulgar (esp. rich) person. 

vulgarism 7. 1 a word or expression in coarse or 
uneducated use. 2 an instance of coarse or unedu- 
cated behaviour. 

vulgarity 2. (//. -ies) 1 the quality of being vulgar, 
2 an instance of this. 

vulgarize i! (also -ise) 1 make vulgar. 2 spoil (a 
scene, sentiment, etc?) by making it too common, 
frequented, or well known. 3 popularize. 0 vulgar- 
ization 7. : 


VULCANITE 
SANOPHONE 
NECUC GSAT 


1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 


Vulgate 


Vulgate 7. 1 the Latin version of the Bible prepared 
mainly by Si Jerome in the late fourth century 
2 the official Roman Catholic Latin text as revised 
in 1592. |from Latin vulvata (editio) (edition) made 
public’| 

vulnerable adj, 1 that may be wounded or harmed. 
2 (foll. by to) exposed to damage by a weapon, crit- 
icism, etc. 3 Bridge having won one game towards 
rubber and therefore liable to higher penalties 
[trom Late Latin vulnerabilis| O vulnerability n. { pl. 
-ies). vulnerably adv: 

vulnerary e adj. useful or used for the healing 
of wounds. @ 7. (p/. -ies) a vulnerary drug or plant 
Conte 

vulpine adj. of or like a fox. [based on Latin vwulpe 
Ton] 

vulture 7. 1 » any of various large birds of prey of 
the family Accipitridae or (in the New World 
Ciathartidae, with the head and neck more or less 
bare of feathers, feeding chiefly on carrion. 2 a 
rapacious person. [from Latin vulturius) a vul- 
turine «dj. 

vulva 2». (p/. vulvas) Anal. the external female geni- 
tals. & REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS. [ Latin, literally ‘womb’] 
O vulval ad). vulvitis n 

vv. abbr. 1 verses. 2 volume: 

vying pres. part. of vii 


vying 


VULTURE ~ ieee 


Found in both 
temperate and tropical 
regions, vultures are solitary birds, but 
gather in crowds to feed. Scavengers, they 
use their keen eyesight and, in some cases, 
well-developed sense of smell to locate 
a carcass. The head and neck of most 
vultures are bald, allowing them to 


EXTERNAL 
[et PSE UUs) eb MQ) bas aM 


_ talons 
? i. HOODED VULTURE 
Ne rosyrles monde hus 


reach inside a carcass cleanly 


EGYPTIAN 
ViGIEDIGRII 
(Neophron percnopterus 


WHIIEL-BACKED 
NS el 


ANDEAN 


CONDOR 


PURKES 
ACT eS PAS Sa) 
(Gyps africanus 


(Vultur gryphus (Cathartes aura 


W' 7. (also w) (pl. Ws or W's) the twenty-third 
letter of the alphabet. 

W? abbr. (also W., West; Western. 

W® symb. 1 Chem. the element tungsten, 2 wattis). 
{sense 1: from woitran| 

w abbr, (also w.) Cricket 1 wicket(s). 2 wide(s). 

Waaf /watf/ n. Brit. hist. a member of the Women’s 
Auxiliary Air Force (1939 48). 

WAC abdor. (in the US); Women’s Army Corps. 

wacko csp. .V. Amer. slang @ adj. crazy. @ n. | pl. -oS O1 
-0es) a crazy person, 

wacky adj. \-ier, -iest, s/ang crazy. [originally dia- 
lect in sense ‘lefi-handed’, from wrack] O wackily 
adv. wackiness 1. 

wad /wod/ en. 1 a lump or bundle of soft material 
used esp. to keep things apart or in place or to stull 
up an opening. 2 a disc of felt etc. keeping powder 
or shot in place ina gun, 3a number of banknotes 
or documents placed together. 4 in wag, or pl) a 
large quantity esp. of money. @ «/: :wadded. 
wadding) I stop up (an aperture or a gun barrel 
with a wad. 2 keep (powder etc.) in place with a 
wad. 3 line or stuff with wadding. 4 protect with 
wadding, 5 press (cotton etc.) into a wad o1 
wadding. 

wadding /wod-ing/ 1. 1 soft pliable material used 
to line or stuff, or to pack fragile articles. 2 any 
material from which gun wads are made. 

waddle /wod-él/ @ @7nty, walk with short steps ancl 
a swaying motion. @ 7. a waclclling gait, Oo waddler ». 
waddy ». | /)/, ies) an Australian Aborigine’s war clu, 

wade e 7. 1 inf walk through water or some 
impeding medium. 2 imix make one’s way with 
difficulty or by force. 3 wir (loll. by through) read 
ta book ete.) in spite of its dullness ete. 4 wiz (fol. 
by into} collay. attack vigorously. 5 fr ford on loot. 
ev. a spell of wading. O wade in colfog. make a 
Vigorous attack or intervention. [Old Enelish| 

O wadable = ad). 
fastening also wadeable, 
sfrap 


wader 7. la ia 
person who wades. 
b a wading bird. 
2 win pl, << high 
Wwaterpre of boots, o1 
a waterprool 
ment tor the 
ancl body, 
wading bird 7. 
e any long-leveed 
waterbird that wades. 
WAF ably. in the US 
Women in the An 
oree 


var- 


legs 


wafer e 7. Loa very 
thin light crisp sweet 


biseuit. 2 a cise of un- 
leavened bread used 
in the Eucharist. 3 a 


disc of red paper stuck 
on oa legal document 
iistead of a seal. 4 Lele 
thin t 
oncluctor crystal @ af 
from: Ole) Northern 


WADERS 


froniey av vers lice of a 

sSCTIVAC 
fasten or seal with a wale 
French waufre| oO wafery ac 


wafer-thin ad). very thin 


Qa 


waffle’ /wof-él/ collog. @ n. verbose but aimless 
or ignorant talk or writing. @ winir 1 (often foll. by 
on) indulge in waffle. 2 waver, equivocate. [origin- 
ally dialect, from waff ‘to yelp, yap’] 0 waffler x. 
waffly ad). 

waffle? /wof-él/ n. a small crisp batter cake. [from 
Dutch zwa/e/] 

waft @ vf. & int. convey or travel easily as through 
air or over water; sweep smoothly along. @ x. 1 (usu. 
foll. by of ) a whiff or scent. 2 a transient sensation. 
[originally in sense ‘to convoy’: back-formation 
from obsolete wefler ‘armed convoy-ship’} 

wag! e@ ii, & ini. (wagged, wagging) shake or 
wave energetically to and fro, @ 7. a single wagging 
motion (eh a wag of his tail). [Middle English| 

wag? 1. a facetious person, a joker. 

wage e 7. 1 (in sig, or pl.) a fixed regular payment. 
made by an employer to an employee, esp. to a 
manual or unskilled worker (cf satary). 2 (in sing. or 
pl., requital, @ vf: carry on (a war or contest). [from 
Old French g(u)age] 

wage bill 1. the amount paid in wages to employees. 


waged «adj. in regular paid employment, 

wager 7. Gv. = uit. [from Anglo-French wageure] 

wages council 7. Ari/, a board of workers’ and 
employers’ representatives determining wages 
where there is no collective bargamineg. 

waggish ad). playtul, facetious. Q waggishly ad 
waggishness /!. 

waggle calluy.e@:.ini: Sh, wag. en. a waggling mouon. 

waggly ad. unsteady. 

Wagnerian /\ahg-neer-iin/ adj. of or relating to 
the operas of Richard Wagner, German composcr 
d. 1883, esp. with reference to their large scale. 

wagon #. (also Bri/. waggon) 1 a four-wheeled ve- 
hicle for heavy loads. 2 Bri/. a railway vehicle for 
goods, esp. an open truck. 3 co/log. a motor car, esp. 
an estate car, O on the wagon (or br/. water 
wagon, ¢o//og. tectotal. [from Duteh wag(hjen| 

wagoner 7. ‘also Bril. waggoner) the driver of a 
wagon, 

wagon-lit /\ag-on-lee/ 1. (p/. wagons-lits pronuac. 
same) a sleeping car on a Continental railway, 
[French| 

wagonload 1. as much as a wagon can carry 

wagtail nv. any small bird of the genus \otacila with 
along tail in frequent mouon. 


WADING BIRD 

Wading birds belong to the order 
Charadruformes, in which there are 
some 200 species. They live in a wide 
range of damp habitats. ancl are often 
found by the shore. Thin, long, sensitive 
beaks are ideally suited to probing for 
molluscs, worms, or shrimps in mud, 
while their long legs are adapted lor 
striding in water. Side-facing eyes 
provide good, all-round vision, allowing 
wading birds to remain alert to danger. 


vide-facing 


| slender 
beak 


wait 


waif 7. a homeless and helpless person, esp. a child. 
{from Anglo-French] 6 waifish ad). 

wail e 7. 1 a prolonged plaintive inarticulate loud 
high-pitched cry of pain, grief, etc. 2 a sound like 
this. @ vat, 1 utter a wail. 2 lament or complain 
persistently or bitterly. 3 make a sound like a person 
wailing, {from Old Norse] a wailer n. wailingly 
adv. 

wainscot e 7. boarding or wooden panelling on the 
lower part of a room-wall. e@ uv.’ (wainsceted, 
wainscoting or wainscotted, wainscotting) 
line with wainscot. [from Middle Low German 
cdg hoc hull 

wainscoting 7. (also wainscotting) 1 a wainscot. 
2 material for this. 

waist 7. 1 a the part of the human body below the 
ribs and above the hips. b the circumference of 
this. 2 a similar narrow part in the middle of a 
violin ete. & sirioip. 3 a the part of a garment 
covering the waist. b the narrow middle part of a 
womans dress etc. [Middle English] 0 waisted adj. 
(also in comb.). waistless ad). 

waistband 7. a strip of cloth forming the waist of a 
garment. 

waistcoat 7). ® Bri/. a 
close-fitting waist- 
length garment, 
without sleeves or 
collar but 
buttoned. 

waistline = 7. 
the outline or 
the size of a 
person’s waist. 


tISU. 


wait ee 1 iis. 
a clefer action 
or departure 
for a specified 
lime or unt 
some expected 
event occurs 
lmial a minute: 
wail for a_fine day) 
b he expectant 
or on the watch 
(wailed to see whal would happen), 2. i, await (an oppor- 
tunity, one’s turn, @tc.). 3 ifr (usu. as Waiting 1.) 
park a vehicle for a short time at the side of a road 
etc. (no waiting . 4 intr. (in full wait at ‘or.\. Amer om) 


WAISTCOAT: 
81 H-GENTURY 
EMBROIDERED WAISTCOAT 


. 


ENDERNAT FEATURES OF 
UN CONSE GENS CSS: 
(Haematopus ostralegus 


| waterproofed 
Jfeathers 


long legs a 


OTHER EXAMPLES OF WADING BIRDS — 


EUR ASIAN CURLLW 


(, Venenius arqguala 


WA TESS NGANN 


| Jacana jacana) 


SMELLS) TN PANING 


HAMID YE WAS(OXG V7 


(Tanelhis alhiceps) (Recurzirostra avosetta 


waiter 


table) act as a waiter. 5 inéz: (foll. by on, upon) a await 
the convenience of. b serve as an attendant to. en. 
1 a period of waiting (had a long wail), 2 (usu. foll. by 
Jor, watching for an enemy; ambush (he in wait). 
3 (in pl.) Brit. archaic street singers of Christmas 
carols. 0 wait for it! Brit. collog. used to create an 
interval of suspensc before saying something unex- 
pected or amusing. wait up (often foll. by for) not 
go to bed until a person arrives or an event 
happens. [from Old Northern French waztier] 

waiter 7. a man or US. a woman who serves at table 
in a hotel or restaurant etc. 

waiting 7. 1 in senses of wart vu. 2 a official attend- 
ance at court. b one’s period of this. 

waiting list p. a list of people waiting for a thing 
not immediately available. 

waitress 7. a woman who serves at table in a hotel 
or restaurant ete. 

waitressing n. the occupation of working as a 
waitress. 

waive v.t7, refrain from insisting on or using (a right, 
claim, etc.). [from Old French gaiver ‘to allow to 
become a wail, abandon’} 

waiver 7. Law 1 the act or an instance of waiving 
2 a document recording this. 

wake! e winlr. & tv: (past woke or waked; pas! parl. 
woken or waked) 1 (often foll. by up) cease or 
cause to cease to sleep. 2 (often foll. by up) become 
or cause to become alert or active (needs something lo 
wake him up). @ n. a watch or vigil beside a corpse 
before burial. [Old English] 

wake? n. 1 the track left on the water’s surface by a 
moving ship. 2 turbulent air left behind a moving 
aircraft etc. Oin the wake of behind, following, as 
a result of. 

wakeful adj. 1 unable to slecp. 2 (of a night etc.) 
passed with little sleep. 3 vigilant. oO wakefully ade. 
wakefulness n. 

waken vl, G inf, make or become awake. 

Waldorf salad n. a salad made from apples. 
walnuts, celery, and mayonnaise. [named after the 
Vialdorf-Astoria Hotel in New York, where it was 
first served| 

wale n. 1 = wat. 2 a ridge on a woven fabric, ¢.g. 
corduroy, 3 Naw. a broad thick timber along a 
ship’s side. [Old English wa/u ‘stripe, ridge’| 

walk e «1 int. a (of a person or other biped) 
progress by lifting and setting down each foot in 
turn, never having both feet off the ground at once. 
b prowess with similar moverents a alked an hi 
hands). c (of a quadruped) go with the slowest gait, 
always having at least two feet on the ground at 
once. 2 intr a travel or go on foot. b take exercise in 
this way. 3 #7: perambulate, traverse on foot at walk- 
ing speed, tread the floor or surface of. 4 & a cause 
to walk with one. b accompany in walking. ¢ ride or 
lead (a horse, dog, etc.) at walking pace. 5. amir. 
WN. Amer. slang be released from suspicion or from a 
charge. @ 7. 1 a an act of walking, the ordinary 
human gait (go al a walk). b the slowest gait of an 
animal. c a person’s manner of walking. 2 a (an act 
or instance of) travelling a specified distance on 
foot (only ten minutes’ walk from here). b an excursion 
on foot (go for a walk). 3 a place, tack, or route 
intended or suitable for walking. O walk all 
over collog. 1 defeat casily. 2 take advantage of. 
walk away from 1 easily outdistance. 
2 refuse to become involved with. 3 survive 
(an accident ete.) without serious iyury. 
walk away with collog. = walk off with. 
walk off 1 depart (esp. abruptly). 2 get rid 
of the effects of by walking (walked off hus 
anger). walk off with collog. 1 steal. 2 win 
easily. walk on air see vir. walk out 
depart suddenly or angrily. walk out on 
desert, abandon. walk over collog. = walk all 
over. walk the plank see vi.snk. walk the 
streets I be a prostitute. 2 traverse the 
streets esp. in search of work. walk tall collog. 
fecl justifiable pride. [Old English wealcan ‘to 
roll, toss, wander’| a walkable ad. 


walkabout 7. 1 esp. Bri. earpiece + 
an informal stroll among 
a crowd by a visiting digni- 
tary, 2 Austral. a period of — mouthpiece 
wandering in the bush by 
an Aborigine. | 
walkathon 7, an organ- 
, handset 


ized fund-raising walk. 
walker 7. 1 a person or 


animal that walks. 2 a cable 

framework in which a 

baby can learn to 

walk. short dust 
walkie-talkie pa aerial cap 

two-way radio car- 

ried on the person. 
walk-in atinb.adj. (of speaker . 

a storage area) large ' “4 

enough to walk into. tg . pouch 
walking frame 2. es a : 

Brit. a usu. tubular eo 

metal frame used — tuning — 

by disabled or old — button 


people to help them 
walk. 

walking shoe 7. a 
sturdy, practical shoe for 
walking, 

walking stick 7. a stick 
carried when walking, 
esp. for extra support. 

walking tour 7. a holi- 
day journey on foot, esp. 
of several days. 

walking wounded 1. | //. same) (usu. in pi.) 1 a 
casualty able to walk despite injuries. 2 collog. a 
person having esp. mental or emotional difficulties. 


WALKIE-TALKIE: 
MODERN US HAND- 
HELI) RADIQ) SET 


Walkman ». (//. -mans or -men) /yopr a type of 
personal stereo, 

walk of life n. an occupation or calling. 

walk-on 7. 1 (in full walk-on part) a non-speaking 
dramatic role. 2 an actor playing this. 

walkout 7. a sudden angry departure, csp. as a 
protest or strike. 

walkover 7. an casy victory or achievement. 

walkway 7. a passage or path for walking along. 

walle». 1 aacontmuous and usu. verucal structure 
of usu. brick or stone, esp, for enclosing, protecting, 
or dividing a space or supporting a roof. b the 
surface of a wall. pictures on the wall). 2 anything like 
a wall m appearance or cflect (@ wall of bavonels; a 
wall of indifference, stomach wall). @ v.tr 1 surround or 
protect with a wall (walled garden). 2 a (usu. foll. by 
up, off ; block or seal with a wall. b (foll. by up) 
enclose (a person) within a sealed space (zalled up in 
a dungeon). O go to the wall be defcated or pushed 
aside. go up the wall collog. become crazy or furi- 
ous. off the wall (hyphenated when a/irib,) esp. 
\. Amer. slang unconventional. walls have ears 
beware ol eavesdroppers. [from Latin callum 
‘ranipart | OQ walling n. wall-less ad). 

wallaby 2. ( p/. -ies, ¥ any of various marsupials of 
the family Macropodidae, smaller than kangaroos. 

and having large hind feet and long tauls. 
|from Aboriginal vealabe 

wallah n. orig. -Inglo-Ind.. now slang 1 a 
person concerned with or in charge of a 

usu. specified thing, business, etc. (asked 
the ticket wallah). 2 a bureaucrat. 


English suffix -e7] 


parallel bars, attached to the 
wall of a gyninasium, on which 
exercises are performed, 


WALLABY: 
RED-NECKILD WALILABY 


Macropus rufogrisens) 


carrying attrib.) = WM.A-MOUN TED. 


[from Hindi -eala@, equivalent of 


wall bar ». Bri. one of a set of 


Walpurgis night 


wallchart 7. a chart or poster designed for display 
on a wall as a teaching aid etc. 

wallcovering n. material used to cover and deco- 
rate interior walls. 

wallet n. a small flat esp. leather case for holding 
banknotes etc. [Middle English] 

wall-eye n. 1 an eye with a streaked or opaque 
white iris. 2 an eye squinting outwards. [from Old 
Norse vagleygr| 0 wall-eyed ad}. 

wallflower 7. 1 » a spring- 
flowering garden plant, Chezran- 
thus chewi, with yellow, orange, or 
red flowers. 2 collog. a neglected 
or socially awkward person, 
esp. a woman sitting out at a 

dance for lack of partners. 
wall-hung adj. (often 


wall-mounted = adj. 
(often attrib) attached 

by a bracket or other 
support to a wall. 

Walloon /wol-oon/ 
en. lamember of a 
French-speaking 
people inhabiting S. 
and E. Belgium and 
neighbouring France. 
2 the French dialect 
spoken by this people. 
@ ad. of or concerning the Walloons or their 
language. [from medieval Latin Wadlo -onzs] 

wallop /wol-dp/ collog. @ wir (walloped, 
walloping) 1 a thrash; beat. b hit hard. 2 (as 
walloping adj.) big; thumping (a walloping profit). 
e@ 7. 1 a heavy blow; a thump. 2 Bri. beer or any 
alcoholic drink. [earlier in senses ‘to gallop, boil’: 
from Old French galoper| 0 walloping 2. 

wallow /wol-oh/ e@ wiir 1 (esp. of an animal) 
roll about in mud, water, etc. 2 indulge in unre- 
strained pleasure, misery, etc. (wallowing in nostalgia). 
e@ 7. 1 the act or an instance of wallowing, 2 a place 
used by buffalo ete. for wallowing. [Old English 
walwian “to roll} 0 wallower n. 

wallpaper e 7, 1 paper sold in rolls for pasting on 
to interior walls as decoration. 2 Brif. an unobtru- 
sive background, esp. (usu. devog.) with reference to 
sound, music, ctc. @ vf (often @bsol. ) decorate with 
wallpaper, 

wall space zn. space on the surface of a wall. 

Wall Street 7. the American financial world or 
money market. [a street in New York City] 

wall-to-wall a/irib.ad). 1 (of carpeting ete.) covering 
the entire floor area. 2 cndless: exclusive of all else 
(wall-to-wall coverage of sport). 

wally /wol-i/ n. (pl. -ies) Bril. slang a foolish or 
inept person. 


WALLFLOWER 
(Cheiranthus cheirt) 


walnut ». 1 (also walnut tree} ¥ a tree of the genus 
Juglans, havmy aromatic leaves and drooping cat- 
kins. 2 the nut of this tree. > svt. 3 the timber of this 
tree, used in cabinetmaking, > woop. [Old English] 


catkin 


WALNUT 
Juglans regia 


Walpurgis night 7. the eve of | May when witches 
are alleged to meet on the Brocken mountain in 
Germany and hold revels with the Devil. [German 
Malpurgisnacht from Halpurgis (genitive of Halpurea. 

the name of an 8th c. English woman samt 
+ Nacht stout | 


walrus 


thick skin 
over blubber — 


| long tush 


WALRUS 
tOdobenus rosmarus 


walrus ». Aa large amphibious long-tusked Arctic 
manunal. Odobenus relatecdl to the seal. 
C PINNIPLD 

walrus moustache 
moustache. 


TOSINATUS. 


a. a long thick drooping 

waltz en. La dance im triple time. 2 the usu. flow- 
ing music for this. @ 2. 1 inf, dance a waltz. 2 intr 
(often foll. by zn, oul, round, etc.) collog. move hehtly. 
casually, with deceptive ease, etc. waltzed i and took 
first prize. 3 move (a person) m or as if ina waltz, 
casually or with ease (was waltzed off to Paris). [from 
German walzen ‘to revolve "| 0 waltzer 1 

wampum /wom-puin/ 7. ¥ beads made from 
shells and strung together for use as money, 
decoration, or as aids to memory by N. .American 
Indians. [from Algonquian zanpunpeag| 


WAMPUM: 17 TH-CLNIURY TROOL Is 
WAMPLM (SED AS MONEY 


wan /rhymes with don/ ad). wanner. wannest 
1 pale: exhausted: worn. 2 faint. [Old Enelish a ann 
“dark, black’| 0 wanly ad. wanness 1. 
WAN «hhr. 1. Computing wide area network 
wand #/. 1 a supposedly magic stick used by a fairy. 
magician, etc, 2 a slender rod carried or used as 
a marker in the ground. 3 a staff symbolizing 
authority. [from Old Norse vend] 
wander e «. 1 int. go about from place to 
place aimlessly. 2 int. a of 
meander; diverge. b get lost: leave home: stray 
from a path ete. 3 if. talk or think incoherently, 
4 / anders the rworld 
ev. the act or an instance of wandering (a 2 
round the garden}. (Old Enghsh| Go wanderer 7 
wandering #. (sp. 101 /)/ 
wandering Jew 7”. 1 aa legendary person said to 
have been condemned by Christ to wander the 
earth unul the second advent b a person who 
never scttles down. 2 a a chiming plant, Trades 
cantia albiflora, with 
b a trailing plant. Qebrina f 


Lofts seit AS tis, CAL 


cover while wandering « 


‘ande) 


stemless variegated leaves. 


ndula. with pink flower: 


wanderlust 7. for travelling: 


|Grermtat 


an eagerness 
wane e7iif?, Liof the moon; decrease in apparent 
size alter the €. 2 decrease in 
importance, brilliance, size, ete. decline. @ nm. the 
ol waning. 0 on the wane waning: declin- 


ing, [Old Enelish zanian “to lesser’ 


full moon cef wos 


pPTOce 


wangle colli. @ if. often reff.) obtain a favour ele. 

ly scheming et meld himself a free trip; @ n. Ue 
act or an instance of wanegling [1 9th-centun 
printers slang| G wangler / 


mnasturbats 
nave 


wank Bri. code lang @ Gant. & h 


@noanactol masturbating, [20th-century ¢ 


wanker 7). Bri. coarse slung 
ectual person Pri per 


La contempuble or inef- 


on who masturbates 


O40) 


wannabe /won-i-bi; first pal rhymes with don/ n. 
slang an avid fan who tries to cmulate a particular 
celebrity or type. [representing want fo be| 
wante:. 1 ¢a (often foll. by fo + infin.) desire; wish 
for possession off need (wants @ toy tram, wanted 
lo leave: wanted him to leave). b need or desire (a 
person, esp. sexually). ¢ esp. Bri. require to be 
attended to in a specified way (éhe garden wants 
zweeding). A (foll. by fe + intin.) collog. ought; should: 
need | you want to get a job). 2 intr. \usu. foll. by for) 
lack (zeants for nothing). 3 intr. (foll. by in, out) esp. CS 
collog. desire to be in, out, ete. (wants m on the deal ), 
4 ty (as wanted adj.) (of a suspected criminal) 
sought by the police. @ 7. 1 (often foll. by of} aa lack 
(shows great wanl of judgement). b poverty; need 
(living in great want: in want of necessities). 2 aa desire 
(meets a long-felt want). b a thing so desired (can 
supply your wants). 0 do not want to am unwilling 
to, [from Old Norse vant thing) lacking’ | 

wanting ad. 1 lacking: deficient (zeantimg in judge 
ment). 2 absent, not provided. a be found want- 
ing [ail to meet requirements. 

wanton adj. 1 licentious; lewd; sexually promiscu- 
ous, 2 capricious; random (zeanlon destruction). 
3 Jusuriant (eanfon profusion). [Middle English] 
o wantonly adi. wantonness 7”. 

WAP. ably. Wireless Applica- 
tion Protocol. a means of 
enabling a mobile phone 
to browse the Internet 
and display data. 


wapiti /wop-i-ti/ 1 
(pl wapitis » a large 
race of the 
Gervus claphus, ving in 
N. America. [from Algon- 
quian weapitih white deer | 


red deer. 


war e 2. ba armed hosulitics 
esp. nations: conflict 
war broke oul). ba specific conflict o1 

the time of such conflict yeas before the 
war, 2 ,as the War. a war in progress: 
the most recent major war. 3 a hosulity 
or contention (2a of words). b a sustained 
campaign crime, poverty, 
© imix warred, warring 1 \a, warring 

ad. a rival: fighting ‘aning factions. 

b conflicting yearring principles. 2 make war. 

0 at war cngaged in a war. go to war declare or 
begin a war. [Midelle English] 


between 


agatst (a con 


warble e 2. 1 ini & i sing in a gentle trilling 
manner. 2 #. utter in a warbling manner, @ 7. a 
warbled song or utterance. [from Frankish ewbilon 
‘to whirl, trill] 

warble fly n. any of various flics of the genus 
Lypoderma, infesung the skin of cattle ancl horses. 
that warbles. 


the family 


warbler n. I a person, bird, ctc 
2 any small 
Sylvidae or, in N. America, Parulidae. 


msect-ealing bird of 


war chest nv. funds for a campaign. 

war crime #7. a crime violating the international 
laws of war. G war criminal 7. 

ward 1. 1 a separate room or division of a hospital 
ete. 2 an administrative division of a constituency. 
3 aa minor under the care of a guardian appomted 
by the parents ora court, b in full ward of court) 
aminar or mentally deficient person placed under 

a court. O ward off 1 parry 

~2avert danger etc.). [Old English] 


the protection of 
d blow 
-ward /wéd/ w/fi\ also -wards /wédz/ added to 
nouns of place or desunation and to adverbs of 
usu, -wards 
sel off hamewards 
2 adjectives usu. -ward meaning ‘turned or tend- 


direction and forming: LT adverbs 
meaning “towards the place ct 
ing towards’ can onteand rush; 

war dance x. a dance performed before a hatte. 
ceremonially. or to celebrate victory 

warden 1). I comb, 

hath 


usu. in a supervising official 
len), 2 a Brit. a president or governor of a 


warm 


college, youth hostel, etc. b esp. US.a prison govern- 
or. {from Anglo-French zwardein| 0 wardenship 2. 

war department 7. /iis/. the State office in charge 
of the army ctc. 

warder 7. 1 Bri. ( fem. wardress) a prison officer. 
2 a cuard. 

ward of court see wakp 17. 3b. 

wardrobe 1. I a large cupboard with rails etc., for 
storing clothes. 2 a person’s stock of clothes. 
3 the costume department or costumes of a 
theatre, a film company, ete. [from Old Northern 
French warderobe| 

wardrobe mistress 7. (also wardrobe master) 
a person in charge of a theatrical etc. wardrobe. 

wardroom ». a room in a warship for the use of 
commissioned officers. 

-wards var. of -Warp, 

ware! n. 1 (csp. in comb.) things of the same kind, 
esp. ceramics, made usu. for sale (chinaware, hard- 
zeare). 2 (usu. in pl.) articles for sale (displayed has 
wares). 3 ceramics etc. of a specified material. 
factory, or kind (Iedgevood ware). [Old English] 

ware? {7 (also ’ware) esp. in hunting) look out for; 
avoid ‘usu. in wnper: ware hounds!) [Old English] 


warehouse e 7. 1 a building in which esp, retail 
goods are stored. 2 a wholesale or large retail store. 
@ 7/7, store temporarily in a repository. 
warfare 7. a state of war; campaigning, engaging 
in war (chemical warfare). 
warfarin 7. a water-soluble anticoagulant used esp. 
as a rat poison and in the treatment of 
thrombosis, [}isconsin Alumni 
Research Foundation + -ari| 
war game 7. 1 a military exer- 
cise carried out to test or improve 
tactical expertise. 2 a simulated 
military conflict carried out as a 
game or sport, 
warhead 7. P& the 
sexplosive head of a 
missile, torpedo, or 
similar weapon. 
warhorse 
n 1 hist. a 
knight's or 
(rapper's 
ful horse. & joust. 
2 collog. a veteran soldier, polit- 
ician, etc.: a reliable hack. 
warlike adj. 1 hostile, 2 soldierly. 
3 of or for war (2warlike preparations) 


~ 


warhead | 


WAPITI 
(Cervus elaphus) 


power- 


lorpedo 


war loan #/. stock issued by the 
British Government to raise 


funds in wartime. WARHEAD 


ON AN LARLY 
YWTH-GENTURY 
PORE DO 


fin 


warlock ». arvhaic a sorcerer 
or wizard. [Old English 
wér-loga “traitor | 

warlord 7. a military com- 
mander or commander-in-chief, 


warm e ad). bof or ata fairly or comfortably high 
temperature. 2 (of clothes ete. aflording warmth. 
3 a sympathetic; cordial; loving (@ warm welcome: 
has awarm hearts. b enthusiastic: hearty (wees warn i 
her pratse). & animated, heated (a warm exchange of 
mews). 3 collog, won. dificult or hostile (met a warm 
reception), © collag. near to guessing , you're not even 
rearm). 7 (of a colour, light, ete. reddish, pink. o1 
yellowish, etc. @ @. 1 te a make warm (warms the 
room). b make cheerlul qearms the hearts. 2 intr. 
a tolten foll, by up) became warm (while the dinne 
was warming up). b (otten toll. by vy) become enthusi- 
asic or sympathetic (rearmed to his subject). @ n. the 
act of warming: the state of being warmed (had 
a nice warm by the fire). Q warm up 1 (of an athlete. 
performer, cle.) prepare by practising, 2 become oi 
cause to become warmer. 3 become enthusiastic 
etc. 4 (of an appliance etc.) reach a temperature 
for efficient working. 5 reheat (food). [Old English] 
O warmer #. (also in comb). warmish adj. warm- 
ly adi. warmness 2. warmth 1. 


warm-blooded 


WARSHIP 


The introduction of heavily armoured ‘dreadnought’ warships in 
the 20th century revolutionized sea warfare. They combined the 
latest advances in steam propulsion and weaponry, and were 
| protected by belt-armour plating. Modern warships fall 
| into three broad categories: surface ships, which 
defend carriers and attack enemy ships; search- 


and-destroy submarines; and ballistic 
missile submarines, which stay 
hidden below the sea for months. 


Jackstaff 


Ye 


sf 


\ belt armour / porthole | turret 


warm-blooded adj. 1 (of an organism) having 
warm blood; mammalian. 2 ardent, passionate. 
O warm-bloodedness 7. 

warmed-up ad. (\. Amer warmed-over, 
1 (of food etc.) reheated. 2 stale; second-hand. 

war memorial 7. a monument etc. commemorat- 
ing those killed in a war. 

warm front 7. an advancing mass of warm air. 
D> FRONT, WLATHLR GHARI 

warm-hearted adj. kind, friendly. 0 warm- 
heartedly adv. warm-heartedness 7. 

warming-pan 7, /is/. a usu. brass container for live 
coals with a flat body and a long handle, used for 
warming a bed. 

warmonger 7. a person who seeks to bring about 
or promote war. O warmongering 1. © ad). 

warm-up #7. a period of preparatory exercise for a 
contest or performance etc. 

warn 2/7, 1 (also absol.) a (often foll. by of, or thal 
+ clause, or fo + infin.) inform of danger, unknown 
circumstances, etc. (zarned them of the danger). b (often 
foll. by agaist) mform (a person etc.) about a 
specific danger, hosule person, etc. (zarned her ag- 
ainst trusting him). 2 \usu. with neg.) tell forcefully (zeas 
warned not lo go). 3 give (a person) cautionary nouce 
(shall not warn you again). OQ warn off tell (a person) 
to keep away (from). [Old English] 0 warner 7. 

warning @ 7. 1 in senses of wars 7. 2 anything 
that serves to warn. @ al(rib.adj. serving to warn. 
Oo warningly ade. 

war of attrition /. a war in which each side secks 
to wear out the other over a long period. 

warp ev. 1 ft & intr a make or become bent or 
twisted out of shape. b make or become perverte 
or strange (a warped sense of humour). 2 0: haul (a ship 
by a rope attached to a fixed point. @ 7. 1 aa state 


of being warped, esp. of timber. b perversion of 


the mind or character. 2 the threads stretchec 
lengthwise in a loom. &> weri. 3 a rope used in 
towing or warping, or attached to a trawl net. [ori- 
ginally in sense ‘to throw’: Old English weorpan 
0 warpage n. (esp. in sense la of 2). 

warpaint 7. 1 paint used to adorn the body before 
battle. 2 collog. elaborate make-up. 

warpath 7. 1 a warlike expedition of N. American 
Inclians. 2 collog. any hostile course (on the warpath), 


warrant en. 1 anything that authorizes a person 61 
an action. 2 a a written authorization, moncy 
voucher. etc. .@ dividend warrant). b a written author- 
ization allowing police to search premises etc. 
3 a document of authorization to counsel in a 
lawsuit (rcarvan/ of attorney). @ 2.7, 1 justly (nothing can 
warrant his behaviour). 2 guarantee or attest to. 
o Eyor PY) warrant | am certain (he'll be sorr. 
Tl wariant). {from Old Northern French warant| 
0 warrantable ad). warranter ”, warrantor 7. 


navigaling 
bridge 


12 cm (4.7 in.) gun 


searchlight 


_ lifeboat 


tripod 

mast 
compass 
platform 


open gun mounting 


warrant officer 7. an officer in the army or RAF 
ranking between commissioned officers and NCOs. 

warranty 7. (p/. -ies) 1 an undertaking as to the 
ownership or quality of a thing sold, hired, etc., 
often accepting responsibility or hability over a 
specified period. 2 (usu. foll. by for + verbal noun) 
an authority or justification, 3 an undertaking by 
an insured person of the truth of a statement or 
fulfilment of a condition. 0 warrantee 7. 

warren 7. 1 a network of interconnecting rabbit 
burrows. 2 a labyrinthine building or district. [from 
Old Northern French zwearenne] 

warrior 7. 1 a person experienced or distinguished 
m fighting in an armed force, tribe, ctc. 2 attrib, 
a of or relating to a warrior. b martial (a warrioi 
nation). {from Old Northern French werveior| 

warship /. Aan armoured ship used in war. 

Wars of the Roses »./. /is/. the 15th-c. civil wars 
between the houses of York and Lancaster, repre- 
sented hy white and red roses respectively. 

wart 7. 1 ¥ a small benign virus-induced growth on 
the skin, usu. hard and rounded. 2 a protuberance 
on the skin of an animal, surface of a plant, etc. 
[Old English] a warty ad). 


wart — 
Pe any 
‘ mi squamous 
epidermis 4 si 
cells 


- ercess cells 
in prickle 
dermis | cell layei 
basal cell 
layer 


WART: CROSS-SLO LION THROUGH 
VWART ON HUMAN SRIN 


warthog #7. an African wild pig. Phacochverus 
aethioprcus, with a large head and warty lumps on its 
face, and large curved! tusks. 

wartime 71. 
waged. 


the period during which a war is 


war-torn adj. racked or devastated by war. 

war widow #. a woman whose husband has been 
killed in war. 

wary /wair-i/ adj. (warier, wariest, 1 on onc’s 
guard: circumspect. 2 (foll. by of) cautious, suspi- 
clous (an wary of using lifts). 3 showing or done with 
caution or suspicion 1@ wary expression. [based on 
WaAki.?] O warily adv. wariness ». 

was /\(& 3rd sing. past of wu. 


torpedo net 


washeteria 
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JSunnel 


IO em 
(12 in.) gun 


flagmast 


whaler 


hilge keel propeller rudder 


wash ev. 1 tf cleanse with liquid, esp. water. 
2 tr (foll. by out. off. away, etc.) remove (a stain or 
dirt) in this way. 3 inéz wash oneself or esp. one’s 
hands and face. 4 mr wash clothes etc. 5 intr 
(of fabric or dye) bear washing without damage. 
6 int. (foll. by off, out) (of a stain etc.) be removed by 
washing. 7 a /r (of moving liquid) carry along in a 
specified direction (a@ wave washed him overboard). 
b mir, be carried in this way (shells wash up on the 
beaches), 8 ints. (foll. by over) occur all around without 
affecting (a person). 9 /~ brush a thin coat of watery 
paint or ink over (in watercolour painting, decorat- 
ing, etc.).@ 7. Lathe act or an instance of washing: 
the process of bemg washed (only needed one wash). 
b (prec. by /he) treatment at a laundry ete. (send them 
lo the wash). 2 a quantity of clothes for washing or 
just washed. 3 the visible or audible motion of agi- 
tated water or air. due to the passage of a ship ete. 
4 soil swept off by water. & trop... 5 kitchen slops 
given to pigs. 6 liquid food for animals. 7 a liquid to 
spread over a surface to cleanse, heal, or colour. 
8 a thin coating of watercolour, wall-colouring, or 
metal. 0 wash-and-wear adj. (of a fabric or gar- 
ment; casily and quickly laundered. wash down 
L wash completely (esp. a large surface). 2 :usu. foll. 
by zev) accompany or follow (food) with a drink. 
wash one’s hands eup/iem. go to the lavatory. 
wash one’s hands of renounce respousibility for 
originally with reference to Matt. 27:24). wash 
out 1 clean the inside of {a thing) by washing, 
2 clean (a garment ete.) by brief washing, 3 a rain 
off. b collog. cancel. 4 (of a downpour cte.) make a 
breach in (a road ete.), wash up 1 wash (crockery 
and cutlery; after use. 2 .\. timer wash one’s face 
and hands. won’t wash collog. will not be believed 
or accepted. [Old English] g washy ad). 

washable «dj. that can be washed, esp. without 
damage. 0 washability 1. 

washbasin 7. a basin for washing one’s hands, face. 
etc., esp. fixed to a wall or on a pedestal and 
connected to a water supply ancl a drain. 


washboard 1”. 1 a board of ribbed wood or a shect 
of corrugated zinc on which clothes are scrubbed 
in washing, 2 this used as a percussion instrument. 
washday ». a day on which clothes ete. are washed. 
washed out adj. hyphenated when atin, 1 laded 
by washing. 2 pale. 3 collog. limp. enlecbled. 
washed up ad). csp. .\. .Amer slang deleated, having 
lailed. 
washer 7, 1 a a person or thing that washes. 
ba washing machine. 2 a Mat ring of rubber, metal, 
ete,, Inserted at a jomt to prevent leakage. 3 a simi- 
lar ring placed under a nut ete. to disperse pressure. 
washer-dryer 1. (also washer-drier\ a washing 
machine with an inbuilt tumble-drver. 
washerwomaa 2). //. -women, a laundress 
washeteria /). = 1.\U\pi.Ki 11 


Oat} 


washing 


washing 7). 1 a quantity of clothes for washing or 
just washed. 2 the act of washing clothes. 

washing machine 7. a machine for washing 
clothes and linen ete. 

washing powder 7. esp. Bri!. powder of soap or 
detergent for washing clothes. 

washing soda 7. sodium carbonate, used dissolved 
in water for washing and cleaning. 

washing-up 1. Bri, 1 the process of washing dishes 
etc. after use. 2 used dishes etc. for washing. 

wash-out 7. 1 collog. a fiasco; a complete failure. 
2 a breach in a road etc. caused by flooding. 

washroom 1. .\. Aimer a room with washing and 
toilet facilities, 

washstand ». /is/.a piece of furniture to hold a jug 
of water, a basin, soap, etc, for washing oneself with. 

washtub ». a tub or vessel for washing clothes etc. 

wasn’t conn, was not. 

Wasp n. also WASP; .\. Amer usu. derog, a middle- 
class .American white Protestant descended from 
early English settlers. [acronym from white dnglo- 
Saxon Protestant] O Waspy ad). 

wasp 7. > a stinging often predatory 
insect of the order Hymenoptera. 
esp. a social insect of the common 
genus Tespula, with black and yellow 
stripes and a very thin 
D HYMLAOPTERAN, Nat. [Old Eng- 
lish] GO wasplike au). 

waspish adj. irritable, petu- 
lant. O waspishly adv. 
waspishness /. 


waist. 


thin 

wasp-waist 7. a very slen- ais! 
der waist. 0 wasp-waisted 
ad). 

wassail /wos-ayl/  archau 
en. 1 a festive occasion: 
a drinking bout. 2 a kind of 
liquor drunk on such an 
occasion. @ ¢.intr, make merry; 
celebrate with drinking etc. 
[from Old Norse ves hell “be in 
good health'’] 0 wassailer ». 


WUE 


WASP 
(Tespula vulgaris 


wastage 7. L an ainount wasted. 2 loss by use, wear, 


or leakage. 3 (also matural wastage loss of 
employees other than by redundancy. 

waste e@ ¢. 1 ¢ usc to no purpose or for inaclequate 
result (caste fame). 2 tr fail to use jesp. an oppor- 
tunity. 3 # 1often foll. by on) a utter words ete.), 
without effect. b joften in passive) fail to be appreci- 
ated J feel wasted in this job). 4 tr. G intr. coften foll. by 
away, wear gradually away: wither. 5 (x fteran 
ravage. 6 inf. be expended without useful effect. 
7b. esp. 2 Amer lang beat up, kill, murder. @ ad). 
1 superfluous. 2. of a district ete.) not inhabited or 
cultivated. @ 2. L the act or an instance of wasting: 
extravagant or ineffectual use of an asset. time. ete. 
2 waste material or food: refuse: unwanted by- 
products. 3 a waste region, a desert, etc. 4 the state 
of being used up: diminution by wear and tear. 
D go (or run) to waste fv wasted. lay waste (or 
lay waste to or lay (a thing, to waste) ravage, 
devastate. based on Latin vastus ‘void, immense’ } 

wastebasket 77. esp... Amer = Wasi -t\PER BASKLL. 

waste disposal ». :often ali) the disposing of 
waste products, rubbish, etc., esp. as a public on 
corporate process, 

waste disposal unit 7. an electrical device fitted 
to the waste pipe of a kitchen sink ete, for grinding 
up waste. 

wasteful adj. 1 extravagant. 2 causing or showing 
waste. O wastefully ad). wastefulness 1. 

waste ground ». an area of unused land, esp. one 
left undeveloped in an urban area 

wasteland 7). 1 an unproductive or useless arca of 
land. 2 a place considered spiritually barren. 

waste paper 1. uscd or unwanted paper. 

waste-paper basket ». esp. Brit. a receptacle foi 
waste paper. 


ody 


— antenna 


waste pipe n. a pipe to carry off waste water etc. 
waster 7. 1 a wasteful person. 2 collog. a worthless 
person; an idler. 
wastrel /wayss-trél/ 7. a wasteful or good-for- 
nothing person, 
watch e @. 1 fx: look at 
attentively. 2 (% a 
keep under obser- 
vation. b monitor 
or consider care- 
fully (have to watch 
my weight). 3 intr. 
(often foll. by for) 
be in an alert state: 
be vigilant (watch 
Jor the holes in the 
road }, 4 intr. (foll. 
by over) take carc 
of en Lra 
smal} portable time- 
piece for carrying on 
one’s person. 2 a 
state of alert observa- 
tion or attention. 3. Nau. 
aa usu. four-hour 
spell of duty. b (in full starboard or 
port watch) each of the halves, divided 
according to the position of the 
bunks, into which a ship’s crew is diy- 
ided to take alternate watches. oO on 
the watch waiting for an expected or 
feared occurrence. on watch on lookout 
duty. watch it (or oneself) collog. be 
careful. watch out 1 (often foll. by /o7) 
be on one’s guard. 2 (as it.) a 
warning of inmmeciate danger. watch 
one’s step proceed cautiously. [Old 
English] G watchable adj. watcher n. 
also in comb... 


strap 


second 


hand 


minute 
hand 


battery 


WATCH: 
QUARTZ WATCH 


tharar 


black and 
vellore 
stripes 


watch-chain 7. a metal chain for secur- 

ing a pocket watch. 
watchdog e 7. 1 a dog kept to guard property ete. 
2 a person or body monitoring others’ rights, 
behaviour, etc. @ u/ (-dogged, -dogging; main- 

tain surveillance over. 
watchful adj. 1 accustomed to watching. 2 on the 
watch, 3 showing vigilance. 4 archaw wakeful. 

co watchfully ad:. watchfulness 7. 


watch-glass 7. Brit. a glass disc covering the chal of 


a watch. 
watching brief». Bri/, 1 a bricf held by a barrister 
following a case for a client not directly involved. 


WATER CYCLE 


The circulation of water between the surface of the 
Earth and its atmosphere ts driven by energy from 
the Sun. Water vapour is lost from seas, rivers. 

and lakes by evaporation, and from plants by 


transpiration. The rising vapour 
cools and condenses into droplets 
of water which form clouds. 


wind , 


Carried by the wind, ee 
clouds continue to ee as t is 
. AE Gea 
absorb water until cf o~ ye 
a ae fy 
saturated, when the id ae? 5 
water droplets fall as ae & 
3 - clea + 
rain, hail, or snow al 
(precipitation). In this 2 
Bye \ 


way water is redistril- 


uted around the \ 
eraporation —— 


planct. 
from sea 


Sie 
river flow — BS Ee 


DLMONSTERATION O1 
1 EAS eNO Heinen at 


water buffalo 


2. a state of interest maintained in a proceeding not 
directly or immediately concerning one. 

watchmaker 7. a person who makes and repairs 
watches and clocks. 0 watchmaking 7. 

watchman 7». (//. -men) 1 aman employed to look 
after an empty building etc. at night. 2 archaic or 
hist. a member of a night watch. 

watchtower 7. a tower from which observation can 
he kept. > castTLe 

watchword 2. 1 a phrase summarizing a guiding 
principle; a slogan. 2 fist. a military password. 

water e 7. 1 a colourless transparent odourless 
tasteless liquid compound of oxygen and hydro- 
gen. 2 a liquid consisting chiefly of this and found 
in seas, lakes, and rivers, in rain, and in the fluids 
of living organisms. 3 (in pl.) part of a sea or river 
(in Icelandic waters). 4 \often as the waters) mineral 
water at a spa etc. 5 the state of a tide (high water). 
6 a solution of a specified substance in water (/aven- 
der-water). 7 the quality of the transparency and 
brilliance of a gem, esp. a diamond. 8 (attrib) 
a found in, on, or near water. b of, for, or worked 
by water. ¢ involving, using, or yielding water. 
9 a urine. b (usu. in fi.) the ammiotic fluid 
discharged before childbirth. @ v. 1 & sprinkle or 
soak with water. 2 é supply (a plant) with water. 
3 wv: give water to (an animal) to drink. 4 mir (of 
the mouth or eyes) secrete water as saliva or tears. 
5 fr (as watered adj.) (of silk etc.) having irregular 
wavy glossy markings. 6 ¢ adulterate (beer etc.) 
with water. 0 like water lavishly, profusely. like 
water off a duck’s back see nucx'. of the first 
water 1 (of a diamond) of the greatest brilliance 
and transparency. 2 of the finest quality or extreme 
degree. on the water wagon see WAcon. water 
down 1 dilute with water, 2 (often as watered 
down adj.) make less vivid, forceful, or horrifying. 
water under the bridge past events accepted as 
past and irrevocable, [Old English] 0 waterer 7. 
waterless ad. 

waterbed 7. a bed with a mattress of rubber or 
plastic etc. filled with water. ’ 

water birth 7. a birth in which the mother spends 
the final stages of labour in a birthing pool. 

water biscuit n. a thin crisp unsweetened biscuit 
made from flour anel water. 

water-boatman 7. an aquatic bug of the family 
Notonectidae or Corixidae, swimming with oarlike 
hind legs. > HemipieRa 

water buffalo 1. the common domestic Indian 
buffalo. Bubalus arnee. 


pet tae 
ee 
iia 5 
Com 3 


frrecapitation 


Ss a ae 
Cdn 


evaporation 
from lake 


a ee 
\. transpiration 
from plants 


waler seeps 
into sea 


water-cannon 


water-cannon 7. a device giving a powerful jet of 
water to disperse a crowd etc. 

Water-carrier z. (prec. by the) the zodiacal sign or 
constellation Aquarius. > Aguarius 

water chestnut 7. 1 an aquatic plant, Trapa natans, 
bearing an edible seed. 2 (in full Chinese water 
chestnut) a a sedgc, Eleocharis tuberosa, with rush- 
like leaves arising from a corm. b this corm used as 
food. | 


WATERFOWL 


Waterfowl form the order Anseriformes, 
which comprises around 160 swan, goose, 
duck, and shelduck species. All have short 
legs with webbed feet, used as paddles to 
push through the water; their waterproof 
plumage is so effective that they remain dry 


water closet 7. 1 a lavatory with the means for | 
flushing the pan with water. 2 a room containing 
this. 

watercolour 7. (US watercolor) 1 artists’ paint 
made of pigment to be diluted with water and not 
oil. 2 W a picture painted with this. 3 the art of 


painting with watercolours. 0 watercolourist 7. 


K 


FOOT OF A 
CANADA GOOSE 


OTHER TYPES OF WATERFOWL 


WATERCOLOUR PAINTING 


water-cooled ad. cooled by the circulation of 
walter. 

water-cooler 7. a vesscl in which water is cooled 
and kept cool, esp. a tank of cooled drinking wate 
in a place of work. 

watercourse 7. 1 a brook. stream. or artificial 
water channel, 2 the bed along which this flows. 

watercress 7, a hardy perennial cress, Nasturtiun 
officinale, growing in running water, with pungent 
leaves used in salad. 

water cycle 7. < the circulation of water on Earth, 
in which precipitation returns to the sea via rivers 
and to the atmosphere by evaporation and tran- 
spiration. 


| TGR) 
mandarin duck 


GEESE 
smoOWwW Foose 


(Aix galericulata) 


watergate 1’. 1 a floodgate. 2 a gate giving access to 


water-diviner 7. Br/. a person who dowses (see : j 
a river etc. 


powsc. for water. . Ga 
‘ water gauge v. a glass tube etc. indicating the 


waterfall 1. Wa cascade of water from a river or 5 é : : 
height of water in a reservoir, boiler, etc 


stream falling vertically from a height over a rock, h enon a : 
precipice, etc. water hammer 7. a knocking noise in a water pipe 


Boner iros ade when a tap is suddenly turned off. 


resident band 
of rock , 


water heater /. a device for heating ‘esp. domestic 
erposed water. 


rock 
sfrala , 


gulley 
waterhole 7. a shallow depression in which water 
—_ collects (esp. in the bed of a river otherwise dry). 
water ice 7. a confection of flavoured and frozen 
water and sugar etc.; a sorbet. 
watering can 7. a hard portable container with a 
long spout usu, ending in a perforated sprinkler, for 
watering plants 
watering hole 7. 1 a pool of water from which ani- 
mals regularly drink. 
2 slang a bar. 
water lily 7. 
4 any aquatic 
plant of — the 
family Nymphac- 
aceae. with broad 
flat floating leaves 
and large usu. cup- 
shaped floating 


plunge 7 
pool 


eddy hol 


NOMA ERE Le 


WATERFALL: MODEL OF 


flowers. 
waterfowl 7, (usu. collect., treated as pl.) & birds 
frequenting water, esp. ducks and geese regarded as 
game birds. > puck WATER LILY 
waterfront 7. the part of a town adjoining a river, (Ajmphaea 
lake, harbour, et species 


(Anser caerulescens) 


watermark 


when diving underwater. Geese typically feed 
on dry land, whereas swans and ducks feed 
in water, cither diving for food on the bottom 
of lakes, rivers, or shallow coastal waters, or 
using their broad bills to dabble on the sur- 
face. Most waterfowl migrate in winter. 


ENTERNAL FEATURES 
OF A SHELDUCK 
(Tadorna tadorna) 


waterproof 
plumage 


broad _ speculum 
webbing flat bill 
= 
— « > 
= 
sharl 
webbed foot leg 


SMAUNS 
mute swan 


(Cygnus olor) 


waterline n. the linc along which the surface of 
water touches a ship’s side (marked on a ship for 
use in loading) 

waterlogged adj. 1 saturated with water. 2 ‘of a 
boat etc.) hardly able to float from being filled with 
water. 3 (of ground) made uscless by being satu- 
rated with water. 

Waterloo 7. a decisive defeat: an irrevocable end 
(esp. in phr, meet one’s Waterloo). [from |taler- 
loo, Belgian village where Napoleon was finally 
defeated (1815 | 

water main 7. the main pipe in a water supply 
system. 

waterman 7.: fi. -men 1 a boatman plying for 
hire. 2 an oarsman as regards skill in keeping the 
boat balanced. 

watermark e 7. ¥ a faint design made in some 
paper during manufacture, visible when held 
against the light. identifying the maker ete, 
e @./ mark with this. 


watermark 


WATERMARK OWN PAPER 


944 


water-meadow 


water-meadow 2. a meadow periodically flooded 
by a stream or river. 

water measurer 7. ¥ a long thin aquatic bug of 
the family Hydrometridae which walks slowly on 
the surface film of water. 


WATER MEASURER 
Aydrometra stagnorum) 


watermelon 7. a large smooth green melon, Citrul- 
lus fanalus, with red pulp and watery juice. 
watermill 7. a mill worked by a waterwheel. 
water meter 7. a device for measuring and 
recording the amount of water 
supplied to a house ete. 
water nymph 7. a nymph 
regarded as inhabiting or 
presicling over water; a 
naiacl. 


water pistol 1. a toy 
pistol shooting a jet of 
Wale, 
water plantain 7. 
<a plant of the 
genus A/ima, with 
plantain-like leaves, 
found esp, in 
chiches. 
water polo 7. a 
game played by 
swunmers. with a ball 
like a football. 
waterproof e adj. im- 
pervious to water, @ 7. Bri, 
a waterproof garment or material. @ 7/7. make 
waterproot. oO waterproofer 7. waterproofness 1. 


WATER PLANTAIN 
Alisma plantago-aquatica\ 


| WATERWHEEL | 

| Water power was first harnessed around 

| 100 BG for grinding corn, and later in mulls 
and heavy industry. Where slow-moving 
water falls from a great height, an overshot 
wheel is used to push the wheel around as 
the water falls. .An undershot wheel is built 
where fast-moving water passes under the 

| wheel, moving the blades around. 


direction of 
water flow 


divection of 
valer flow 


fant 
movie 
wale) 


OUNCE 


UNDLRSHO] 


ASRS TEI 


ay | 


wax 


wave ev. 1 a ini, move a hand etc. to and fro in 
greeting or as a signal (caved to me across the street). 
b /, move (a hand etc.) in this way. 2 a mz show a 
sinuous motion as of a flag, tree, or cornfield in the 
wind. b f impart a waving rhotion to. 3 ¢ tell or 
direct (a person) by waving (waved them away). 
4 Wr. express (a grecting etc.) by waving (waved good- 
bye to them). 5 t give an undulating form to; make 
| wavy. 6 iniz (of hair etc.) have such a form; be wavy. 
| en. 1 a ridge of water between two depressions. 
. . Re oo Ls 2 > a Jong body of water curling into an arched 
water-ski e 7. (//. -skis) each of a pair of skis FO Scalia ees ; ia 
for skimming ee of the Ae worn | fee and breaking a the ane 3 a body oe 
by a person towed by a motor boat. @ wintr | persons in one of en aa siprrees: 
“L: . nn brs eas. 4 a gesture of waving. 5 an undulating form 
\-skis, -skied, -skiing) travel’ on water-skis. ras Miser Te aA 
enterreion |. produced in the han by waving. 6a temporary 
: . occurrence of a condition, emotion, or influence 
waren nowt ie : Byres column oY aad and (a wave of enthusiasm). 7 Physics a a periodic disturb- 
pee formed by: a whirkwingineryeen sea ancl ance of the particles of a substance which may be 
cca, : , propagated without net movement of the particles, 
water-table 2. a level below which the ground is as in the passage of undulating motion, heat, 
saturated ae ide sound, etc. b a single curve in the course of this 
watertight aq. 1 closely fastened or fitted or made notion. 8 Electr, a similar variation of an electro- 
so as to prevent the passage of water. 2 .of an magnetic field in the propagation of light or other 
argument etc.) unassailable. radiation through a medium or vacuum. 0 make 
water torture 7. a form of torture in which the waves collog. 1 cause trouble. 2 create a significant 
victim is exposed to the incessant dripping of water impression. wave aside dismiss as intrusive or 
on the head, or the sound of dripping. irrclevant. wave down wave to (a vehicle or its 
water tower 1. a tower with an elevated tank to driver) as a signal to stop. [Old English] 0 wave- 
give pressure for distributing water. less adj. wavelike adj. © adv. 
waveband 7. a range of wavelengths between 
certain limits. 
wave equation 7. a differential equation express- 
ing the properties of motion in waves. 


water rat 72. = WATER VOLE. 

water rate n. a charge made for the use of the 
public water supply. 

water-resistant ad). (of a fabric, wristwatch, ete.) 
able to resist, but not entirely prevent, the penetra- 
tion of water. 0 water-resistance n. 

watershed 7. 1 a line of separation between waters 
flowing to different rivers, basins, or seas. 2 a turn- 
ing point in aflairs. [suggested by German Wasser- 
scheide| : 


| 
| 
| 
| 


water vole 7. a large scmiaquatic vole, esp. Arvcola 
fer dertriy 

water wagon see on the wagon (WAcon). 

waterway 7. 1 a navigable channel. 2 a route for 
travel by water. waveform #. Physics a curve showing the shape of a 
wave al a given ume. 

wavefront 7. Physics a surface containing points 
affected in the same way by a wave at a given tine, 

wave function 7. a function satisfying a wave equa- 
tion and describing the properties of a wave. 

waveguide 7. Elect, a metal tube etc. confining and 
conveying microwaves. 

wavelength n. 1 the distance hetween successive 
crests of a wave, esp. as a distinctive feature of 
radio waves from a dransmitter. > ELLCTROMAGNETI 
kapiion, 2 collog. a particular mode or range of 
thinking and communicating (ce don't seem to be on 
the same wavelength). * 


waterweed 2. any of various aquatic plants. 

waterwheel 1. ¥ a wheel driven by water to work 
machinery, or to raise water. 

water wings 7.//, inflated floats fixecl on the arms 
of a person learmmg to swim 

waterworks 7./)/, 1 an cstablishment for managing 
a water supply. 2 collag. the shedding of tears. 
3 Bn. collog. the urimary system. 

watery ad. 1 contaiming too much water, 2 too thin 
in consistency. 3 of or consisung of water 
4 of the eves) suffused with water. 5 (of colour, 
pale. 0 wateriness 1. 

watt /wot/ n. the ST unit of power, equivalent to 
one joule per second. [named after J. Hatt, 
Scots engineer, 1736 1819] 

wattage 7. an amount of clectrical power 
expressed in watts. 


wavelet 7. a small wave on water. 

wave machine 7. a device for producing 
waves in a swimming pool. 
wave mechanics 7. a method of analy- 
sis of the behaviour esp. of atomic 
phenomena with particles represented by 

wave equations (S€e Ol ANTUM MLCHANICS), 


watt-hour 1. the energy used when one 
watt is applied for one how 

wattle! /wot-él/ n. ta interlaced rods 
as a material for making fences, walls. 
ete. bam swig. or pli rods and twigs for 
this use. 2 an Australian acacia with long 
pliant branches, with golden flowers 
used as the national emblem. 
{Old English] 

wattle? /wot-¢l/ n. 1 > a 
loose fleshy appendage on the 
head or throat of a 
rebar? = NG Ha oe WATTLE 

loth-century coinage | OF NA TURKLS 

Oo wattled ad). 

wattle and daub ». ¥ a network of rocls and twigs 
plastered with mud or clay as a building material, 


waver wilt 1 be or become unsteady: 
falter; begin to give way. 2 be undecided 
between different opinions; be shaken in 
resolution or belief. 3 (of a light) licker. 
[from Old Norse vafra ‘to flicker’] G waver- 
er 7. waveringly adi. wavery adj. 

wave theory 2. /isi. the theory that light 

is propagated through the ether by a wave 

motion imparted to the ether by the molecu- 

lar vibrations of the radiant body. 


ville 


wavy “dj. (wavier, waviest) (of a line or surface) 
having waves or alternate contrary curves (wavy 
hair). 0 waviness n. 

wax! e@7, 1 a sticky mouldable yellowish substance 
secreted by bees as the material of honeycomb 
cells. 2 a white translucent material obtained trom 
| this by bleaching and purifying and used for 
candles, in modelling, as a basis of polishes, and for 
other purposes, 3 any similar substance (earwax, 
paraffin war). 4 (altrib.) made of wax. @ utr 1 cover or 
treat with wax or a similar substance. 2 remove 
unwanted hair from \legs etc.) by applying sticky 
wax and peeling off the wax and hairs together. 

{Old English] o waxer n. 
wax® vintr 1 (of the moon between new and 
full) have a progressively larger part of its visible 


oak slave daub 


plaster 


jeatlle 


WATTLE AND DAUB WALI 


wax jacket 


WAVE 


Waves form when the sea’s surface 1s 
blown by a strong wind across a suffi- 
cient ‘fetch’ (the distance taken to 
build a wave). The water within 
the wave remains constant, 
each level moving in an 
orbital path, like 

rollers in a conveyor 
belt, irrespective of the 
distance the wave has 
travelled. In shallow 
water a wave’s path 
elongates and becomes 
elliptical, before 
breaking on a shore. 


SECTION THROUGH A WAVE 


surface illuminated, increasing in apparent size. | 
2 literary hecome larger or stronger (vax and wane). | 
3 literary (foll. by compl.) pass into a specified statc 
or mood (wax lyrical). [Old English] 

wax jacket 7. an outdoor jacket made of water- 
proof waxed cotton. 

wax paper 7, paper impregnated with wax to make 
it waterproof or greaseproof. 

waxen adj. 1 having a smooth pale translucent 
surface as of wax. 2 able to receive impressions like 
wax. 3 archaic made of wax. 

waxwing 7. & any bird of the 
genus Bombycilla, with small 
tips like red sealing wax to 
some wing feathers. 

waxwork 77. 1 an object, esp. 
a hifelike dummy, modelled 
in wax. 2 (in pl.) an exhibition 
of wax dumunies. 

waxy adj. (waxier, waxiest) 
resembling wax in consis- 
tency or in its surface. 
0 waxiness /i. 

way e 7. 1 a road, path, etc., for 
passing along 2 a, route for 
reaching a place, esp. the best 
one (asked the way to London). 
3 a place of passage into a 
building ete. (could not find the 
way oul). 4 a a method for 
attaining an object (thal is nol 
the way to do it). b the ability to 
obtain one’s object (has a way 
with him). 5 a a person's chosen course of action. 
ba manner of behaving: a personal peculiarity (has 
a way of forgetting things). 6 a specific manner of 
procedure (soon got into the way of it). 7 the normal 
course of events (¢hal is akeays the way). 8 a distance 
traversed or to be traversed (is @ long way away). 
9 impetus, progress (pushed my way through). 
10 movement of a ship etc. (gather way; lose way). 
11 the state of being engaged in movement from 
place to place; time spent in this (met them on the way 
home). 12 a pe cned direction (step this way; which 
way’ are you going”). 13 \in pi.) parts into whic ha thing 
is divided isola three t ays). 14a specified condition 
or state (7n a bad way). 15 a respect (useful in some 
ways). © adv. collog. to a considerable extent; far 
( you re way off the mark). Q across (or Bri/. over) the 
way oppvsite. be on one’s way set off, depart. by 
the way incidentally. by way of 1 through; by 
means of, 2 as a substitute for or as a form of (did it 
by way of apology), come one’s way hecome avail- 
able to one; become one’s lot. get (or have) one’s 
way (or have it one’s own way ctc.) get what one 
wants; ensure one’s wishes are met. give way 
1 a make concessions. b yield. 2 concede prece- 
dence. 3 (of a structure etc.) ve dislodged or broken 


WAX WING: 
BOHEMIAN WANWING 
(Bombycilla garrulus) 


breaking wave , beach 


nave 
length . 


sweash 


incline 


elliptical orbital 
i path in shallow 
circular orbital path water 


in deep water 


under a load; collapse. 4 (foll. by 40) be superseded 
by. 5 (foll. by 40) be overcome by (an emotion etc.). 
go out of one’s way make a special effort; act 
gratuitously or without compulsion (went out of then 
way Lo help). ). go one’s own way act mdenendenty, 
esp. against contrary advice, go one’s way leave, 
depart. go a person’s way I travel in the same 
direction as a person (are you going my way?). 2 (of 
events, circumstances, etc.) be favourable to a 
person. in its way if regarded from a particular 
standpoint appropriate to it. in the (or one’s) way 
formimeg an obstacle or hindrance. lead the way 
1 act as guide or leader. 2 show how to do some- 
thing. one way and another taking various 
considerations into account. on the (or one’s: 
way 1 in the course of a journey etc. 2 having 
progressed (75 well on the way to completion). 3. collog. 
(of a child) conceived but not yet born. on the 
way out collog. 1 going dowi in status, estimation, 
or favour. 2 dying. the other way round \or 
Brit. about or C'S around, in an inverted ox 
reversed position. out of the way 1 no longer 
an obstacle. 2 disposed of; settled. 3 (of a 
person) imprisoned or killed. 4 (with xeg) 
unusual or remarkable (nothing out of the way). 
of a place) remote, inaccessible, out of 
one’s way not on one’s intended route. way 
back vollog. long ago. way of life the habits 
governing all one’s actions etc. ways and 
means 1 methods of achieving something. 
2 methods of raising government revenue. 
[Old English] 
waybill 7). a list of passengers or parcels on a 
vehicle. 
wayfarer 71. a (raveller. G wayfaring n. © ad). 
wayfaring tree 7. a white-flowered European and 
Asian shrub, | ?burnum lantana, common along road- 
sides. 
waylay «lr, ( pas! and pas! part. waylaid 1 hie in wait 
for. 2 stop to rob or interview. 
way-out adj. collog. 1 unusual, eccentric. 2 avant- 
garde, progressive. 3 excellent, exciting. 
-ways vufjix forming adjectives and adverbs of 
direction or manner (sédeewars) icf. -wist) 
wayside 7. I ihe side of a road. 2 the land at the 
side of a road. o fall by the wayside fail 
continue in an endeavour or undertaking {alter 
Luke 8:5) 
way Station ”..\ Amer a stopping place on a journey. 
wayward adj. 1 childishly sclf{-willed or perverse: 
capricious. 2 unaccountable or freakish. [Middle 
English| o waywardly ad:, waywardness /. 
wazzock n. Bril. collog. a stupid or annoying person. 
WC abbr. 1 Bri. water closet, 2 West Central. 
WCC abh). World Council of Churches. 
W/ Cdr. abbr, Wing Commander. 


wear 


we jiron. (obj. us; poss. our. ours) 1 (pi. of 1°) used 
by and with reference to more than one person 
speaking or writing, or one such person and one 
or more associated persons. 2 used for or by a 
royal person in a proclamation cic. and by a 
writer or editor in a formal context. 3 people in 
general. 4 collog. = 17 give us a chance). 5 collog. 
(often implying condescension) you (how are we 
feeling today). [Old English] 

WEA «bdr. (in the UK) Workers’ Educational Associ- 
auion. 

weak adj. 1 deficient in strength, power, or number; 
easily broken or bent or defeated. 2 deficient in 
vigour (weak health; a weak imagination), 3 a deficient 
in resolution; easily led (@ weak character). b indicat- 
ing a lack of resolution (a weak surrender: a weak chin). 
4 unconvincing or logically deficient (@ weak argu- 
ment). 5 (of a mixed liquid or solution) watery, thin, 
dilute (weak tea). 6 (of a syllable etc.) unstressed. 
7 Gram. in Germanic languages: a (of a verb) form- 
ing inflections by the addition of a suffix to the 
stem. b (of a noun or adjective) belonging to a 
declension in which the stem originally ended in -n. 
[from Old Norse veckr] O weaken 2! & intr, make 
or hecome weak or weaker. 

weaker sex 7. \prec. by he) derug. women. 

weak-kneed adj. collog. lacking resolution. 

weakling 1. a fecble person or animal. 

weakly e adv. in a weak manner. @ adj. (weaklier, 
weakliest) sickly. not robust. 

weak-minded cd}. 1 mentally deficient. 2 lacking 
in resolution. 0 weak-mindedness /. 

weak moment 7. a time when onc is unusually 
comphant or temptable. 

weakness 7. 1 the state or condition of being weak. 
2 a weak point; a defect. 3 the inability to resist a 
particular temptation. 4 (foll. by fo) a self-indulgent 
liking (have a weakness for chocolate). 

weak point 1. (also weak spot) 1 a place where 
defences are assailable. 2 a flaw in an argument or 
character or in resistance to temptation. 

weal 1. a ridge raised on the flesh by a stroke of 
a rod or whip. [variant of watt, influenced 
obsolete wheal ‘to PPE | 


of being “rich, 3 (foll. by of} an abundance ( (a wealth 
of neu: material). [Middle English] 

wealthy adj. (wealthier, wealthiest; having an 
abundance esp. of money. 

wean! «fr 1 accustom (a young mammal, to food 
other than milk. 2 disengage (from a habit ete.) by 
enforced discontinuance. [Old Enghsh wenian “to 
accustom | 

wean? 7. Sc. a young child. [contraction of wee ane 
‘little one’| 

weapon 2. 1 a thing designed or used lor inflicting 
bodily harm. 2 a means employed for trying to gain 
the advantage in a conflict (deny ts @ double-edged 
weapon). [Old English] Oo weaponless adj. 

weaponry 7. weapons collectively. 

wear'@ 7. ( past wore: past part. worn) 1 fr. have on 
one’s person as clothing or an ornament etc. 2 0, 
exhibit or present (a facial expression or appear- 
ance) fore a frown: the day wore a different aspect . 3b. 
Brit. collog. tolerate, accept (they weon t wear that excuse). 
4 a Ir injure the surface of, or partly obliterate or 
alter, by rubbing, stress, or use, b it undergo such 
injury or change. 5 fr @ imix (fol. by off. atweany rub 
or be rubbed olf, 6 4. make 1a hole etc. by constant 
rubbing or dripping etc. 7 t. tloll. by dom over- 
come by persistence. B inh. (loll. by well. badly, ete. 
endure continued use or life. 9 vir, (usu. foll, by un) 
(of tine) pass, esp. tediously, @ 7, 1 the act of wear- 
ing or the state of being worn .suetable for informal 

2 things worn; fashionable or suitable clouh- 

Ing «portseear, foolwean. 3 1 full wear and tear 

damage sustained from contunuous use. 4 the 

capacity for resisting wear and tear sdf a weat deal 

of wear left in t,, Qin wear bemeg regulaily worn, 

wear off lose effectiveness or Intensity, Wear out 


Uvrar), 


Gare) 


wear 


| WEATHER CHART 
Detailed recordings of pressure, wind 
direction, and temperature are constantly 
made across the globe. The data is fed into 

; supercomputers to build a picture of atmos- 
pheric conditions and to generate forecasts. 
This information is depicted on charts; a 


SYNOPHIC WEATHER CHART Algh-pressure 
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1 use or be used until ne longer usable, 2 tire out. 
wear thin (of patience, excuses, etc.) begin to fail. 
wear the trousers see rrovsirs. [Old English] 
wearable ad. wearability 1. wearer 1. 


wear® .. (pas! and paw part. wore 1 ¢: bring (a ship 
about by turning its head away from the wind. 
2 mt. of a ship) come about in this way. []7th- 
century coinage] 

wearisome adj. tedious; uring by monotony 01 
length, 

weary @ «/). wearier, weariest, I clisinclined 
for further exertion or endurance, 2. foll. by 
af dismayed at the continuing off impatient 
of 3 tiring or tedious. @ 7, -ies. -ied; 1 i, & 
mh. Make or grow weary, 2 itt esp. Se. long, 
{Old English] G wearily adv. weariness 1. 

weasel e #. a sinall brown and white carniv- 
ovous mammal, Wintda nial, with a slen- 

c ®@ vil: \weaselled, 


der body. & viesiiiin. 
weaseled. weaseling 


weaselling: (S 
Lesp. CS equivocate ar quibble, 2 toll. by on. 
out default on an obligation. {Old English] 
a weaselly «ad. 
weasel-faced ad). having thin, sharp [catures. 
weasel word ». usu. i //.) a word that ts inten- 
Honally ambiguous or misleading. 
weather e ». I the state of the 
atmosphere ata place anc time 


as regards heat. cloudiness. 
drvness. sunshine. wind. and 
rain ete, 2 caltribs Nault. wind- 
ward on fle weatha ides es. Lt 


synoptic chart is produced when data is 
gathered simultancously. The markings on 
a weather chart show the position of fronts, 
which bring the most changeable weather, 
as well as isobars indicating air pressure and 
arrows denoting wind direction. 


isobar, dew point lemperature wind direction 
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| cloud 


COV 


centre of 
depression 


warm 
Sronl 


presented by. under the weather cu/log. 1 slightly 
unwell. 2 in low spirits. 3 drunk. [Old English] 

weather-beaten ad), affected by exposure to the 
weather, 

weatherboard 7. esp. Bri. 1 a sloping board 
attached to the bottom of an outside door to keep 
out the rain ete. 2 cach of a series of horizontal 
boards with edges overlapping to keep out the rain 
etc. OQ weatherboarding i, (in sense 2), 


weather chart 1. A a cliagram showime the state of 


the weather over a large area. 
weathercock ». 44 weathervane in the form of a 
cock, 
weathering 7. 1 the action of the 
weather on materials ete. exposed 
to it. B orion 2 exposure to 
adverse weather conditions. 
weatherman 1). (/i/, -men; 
/em. weathergirl, a mcteorolo- 
gist, esp. one who broacleasts a 
weather forecast. 


and 
duection 


indicator , 
weatherproof e «dj. resistant to 


the cffeets of bac weather. @ m/z 
make weatherproof, a weather- 
proofed i). 


COMPAS 
dareclion 


indicator, weather side 7. the side from 


which the wind ts blowing yopp. 


DEPRES ble 


weather station 7. an ol- 
servation post for 


meteorological data. 


recording 


capose to atmospheric changes WEATHERCOCK weatherstrip 7. a picce ol 
weathond timber. 2 a 0. discolour or partly material used to make a door or window 
disintegrate rock or stones; by exposure to an proof against rain or wind. 


b wh. he cliscoloured or worn in this way. o keep a 
om one’s weather eye open be wat hful. make 
heavy weather of o//oy. cxavecrate the difficult 


Yih 


weathervane a revolving pointer mounted on a 
high place to show the direction of the wind. 


DWP VII ke Oe 


wedge 


weave! ez. ( past wove; past part. woven or wove) 


1 #, a form (fabric) by interlacing long threads in two 
directions. b ¥ form (thread) into fabric in this way. 
2 int: make fabric in this way: 3 f make by interlac- 
ing rods or flowers etc. 4 (7 a qfOll. by into) make (facts 
etc.) into a story or connected whole, b make (a story) 
in this way; @ 7. a style of weaving. [Old English] 


Coven 


shuttle Sea 
fabric 


stick 


yen 


WEAVE? FORMING IABRIC 
ON A SIMPLE WEAVING PR AATE 


weave? winh; move repeatedly from side to side; 


take an intricate course to avoid obstructions. 
0 get weaving Jnl. slang begin action; hurry. 

weaver 7. La person whose occupauion is weaving. 
2 (in full weaver-bird) any tropical bird of the 
family Ploceidae, building claborately woven nests. 
Nb! 

web ». La network of fine threads constructed by a 
spider to catch its prey. 2 a complete network or 
connected series (a web of social problems). 3 a mem- 
brane between the toes of a swimming animal or 
bird. 4a woven fabric. 5 a large roll of paper used 
in a continuous printing process. 6 (the Web) = 
Wortp Win Wer. [Old English] 

webbed ad). (of a birdl’s foot etc.) having the digits 
connected by a membrane or fold of skin. 
D> WAILRFOWT,. : 

webbing 1. strong closely woven fabric used ( 
for supporting upholstery, for belts, ete. 

webcam 1. (for inthe US wa 
video camera connested 
to a computer, so that its 
output may be viewed 
on the Internet. 


leny 


built-in microphone 


base 


WEBCAM 


webmaster 1, Computing a person who is responsi- 
ble for a particular server on the Internet. 

webpage 1, Gimputing a hypertext document acces- 
sible via the Internet. 

website 7. Computing a location connected to the 
Internet that maintains one or more web pages. 

wed vi: @& int: -wedding: past and past part. 
wedded or wed 1 usu. formal or literary a tr. G intr. 
marry. b /z join in marriage, 2 fy unite (ed efficiency 
to economy). 3 tr ax wedded. adj.) of or in marriage 
(zevdded bliss). 4 tr. (as wedded adj.) (foll. by fu) obsti- 
nately attached or devoted (to a pursuil etc.). [Old 
Luglish weddian “to pledge | 

we’d cunts 1 we had. 2 we should: we would. 

wedding 7. a marriage ceremony, 

wedding breakfast 1, Brii. a meal etc. usually 
served between a wedding and the departure for 
the honeymoon. 

wedding ring 77. a ring worn by a married person. 

wedge @ 77, 1 a piece of wood or metal ete. tapering 
toa thin edge. that is driven between two objects o1 
parts of an object to secure or separate them. 
2 anything resembling or acting as a wedge. 3 a golf’ 


Wedgwood 


club with a wedge-shaped head. 4 a a wedge- 
shaped heel. b a shoe with this. @ w/z 1 tighten, 
secure, or fasten by means of a wedge [wedged the 
door open). 2 (foll. by in, into) pack or thrust (a thing 
or oneself) tightly in or into. 0 thin end of the 
wedge collog. an action or procedure of little 
unportance in itself, but likely to lead to more ser- 
ious developments. {Old English] 

Wedgwood prop, e n. 1 ceramic ware made by 
J. Wedgwood, English potter d. 1795, and his 
successors, esp. a kind of fine stoneware usu. with a 
white cameo design. 2 the characteristic blue 
colour of this stoneware. @ adj. of this colour. 

wedlock 7. the married state. 0 born in (or out of ) 
wedlock born of married (or unmarried) parents, 
[Old English wedlac ‘marriage vow’] 

Wednesday e 2. the fourth day of the weck, fol- 
lowing Tuesday. e@ adv. collog. 1 on Wednesday. 
2 (Wednesdays) on Wednesdays; each Wednes- 
day. [Old English wadnesdeg ‘day of (the god) 
Odin | 

wee! ad). (weer, weest) 1 esp. Sz. little; very small. 
2 collog. tiny; extremely small (a wee bit). [originally 
Scots noun, from northern Middle English wei 
‘(small) quantity’] 

wee? n. esp. Brit. slang = wex-wie. 

weed e 7. | a plant growing where it is not wanted. 
2 collog. a thin weak-looking or contemptibly feeble 
person. 3 (prec. by the) slang a marijuana. 
b tobacco. @ zv 1 & clear (an area) of weeds. 
2 tr (fol. by ouz) sort out (inferior or unwanted parts 
etc.) for removal. [Old English| 

weedkiller 7. a substance used to destroy weeds. 

weedy adj. (weedier, weediest! 1 having many 
weeds, 2 thin and puny. 

week rn. 1 a period of seven days reckoned usu. 


from and to 24.00 hours on Saturday. 2 a period of 


seven days reckoned from any point. 3 a the five 
days from Monday to Friday. b the time spent 
working in this period (a 33-hour week). 4 (prec. by a 
specified day) esp. Brit. a weck after (that day) { Tues- 
day eek, tomorrow week). [Old English] 

weekday 7. a day other than Sunday or other than 
Saturday and Sunday (often attrib: a weekday 
aflernoon). 

weekend e 7, 1 Saturday and Sunday. 2 this period 
extended slightly. @ «.zair. spend a weekend. 

weekender 7. a person who spends weekends away 
from home. 

weekly e adj. done, produced, or occurring once a 
week. @ adv. once a week; from week to week. 
@ 7. (pl. -ies) a weekly newspaper or periodical. 

weeny ad). collog. tiny. 

weep e ». (past and past part. wept) 1 mfr shed tears. 
2a tr & ifoll. by for) mir. shed tears for. b /& utter or 
express with tears (she wept her thanks). 3 intr. & tr. 
come or sencl forth in drops; exude liquid (eeeping 
sore). 4 int: (as weeping adj. (of a plant) having 
drooping branches (weeping willow). @ n. a fit or spell 
of weeping, [Old English] a weeper n. 

weepie 7. (also weepy) (//. -1es) collog. a senti- 
mental film, play, etc. 

weepy (dj. (weepier. weepiest} co/log. inclined to 
weep; tearful. 

weever ?). W any marine fish of the genus Trachinus, 
with sharp venomous clorsal spines. 


dorsal spine 


WEEVER 
Trachinus species) 


weevil 7. 1» any beetle thorax 
of the large family Cur- 
culionidae or a_ related 
family. © weetir. 2 any 
insect damaging stored 
grain. [Middle Eng- 
lish] GO weevily ad). 
wee-wee slang @ 7. 1 the 
act or an instance of uriating. 
2 urine. @ vinir (-wees, -weed, 
urinate. (20th-century coinage] 
weft 7. 1 W the threacls woven across a 
warp to make fabric. 2 yarn for these. 3 a thing 
woven, [Old English] 


proboscis 


< antenna 


bias 


weft 


warp 
WEFT ON A PIRCL OF FABRIC 


weigh 7. I #: find the weight of. 2 / balance in the 
hands to guess or as if to guess the weight of 
3 tr. (often foll. by out) a take a definite weight off 
take a specified weight from a larger quantiy. 
b clistribute in exact amounts by weight. 4 /: a esti- 
mate the relative importance or desirability of 
weighed the consequences, weighed the merits of the candi 
dates). b (foll. by with, against) compare (one consid- 
eration with another). 5 @ be equal to 1a specified 
weight, (zeeiehy three kilos; weighs very littl. 6 inh. 
a have importance; exert an influence. b «foll. by 
with) be regarded as important by (dhe point thal 
weighs with me). 7 intr. (often foll. by on) be heavy or 
burdensome (to); be depressing (to). O weigh 
anchor see \\c HOR. weigh down 1 bring or keep 
down by exerung weight. 2 be oppressive on 
burdensome to (weighed dawn with worries.. weigh in 
(of a boxer betore a contest, or a jockey after a race) 
be weighed. weigh into collog. attack (physically or 
verbally). weigh in with collog. advance (an argu- 
ment etc.) assertively or boldly. weigh up collog. 
form an estimate off consider carefully. weigh 
one’s words carctfully choose the way one 
expresses something, [Old English] o weigher ». 

weighbridge #7. a weighing machine for vehicles. 

weigh-in 7, the weighing of a boxer before a fight. 

weight e 7. 1 Phyyics a the force experienced by a 
body as a result of the Earth’s gravitation. b any 
similar force with which a body tends to a centre ol 
attraction. 2 the heaviness of a body regarded as a 
property of it; us relative mass or the quantity of 
matter contained by it giving rise to a downward 
force (is Reice your weight, hepl in position by its weight». 
3 the quantitative expression of a body’s weight 
thas a weight of three pounds, 4 a body of a known 
weight for use in weighing. 5a heavy boely ta loch 
worked by weights; 6 a load or burden (a weight off 
my mind). 7 a influence, importance (carried weigh! 
with the public. B preponderance (the weight of evidence 
was against them, 8 aa heavy object thrown as an 
athletic exercise; = soi! 7. bin pl.) blocks or discs 
used in weightlifting or weight training. 9 the 
surface density of cloth ete, as a measure of its suit- 
ability. @ v./, 1 a attach a weight to. b hold down 
with a weight or weights. 2 foll. by cer) impede or 
burden. 3 Statistics multiply the components of jan 
average) by factors to take account of their import- 
ance. 4 assign a handicap weight to (a horse), 
0 throw one’s weight about (or around) colli. 
be unpleasantly self-assertive. [Old English] 


WEEVIL: NUT WEEVIL 
(Curculio nucum) 


well 


weighting 7». Brif. an cxtra 
allowance paid in special cases 
London weighting). 
weightless adj. not apparently 
acted on by gravity. 0 weight- 
lessly ad:. weightlessness 1. 
weightlifting 7. the sport of hift- 
ing a heavy weight, esp. a barbell. 
0 weightlifter 2. 
weight training 7. physical training 
involving the use of weights. 
weighty ad. (weightier, weightiest) 1 weighing 
much; heavy. 2 momentous, important. 3 (of utter- 
ances etc.) deserving consideration; careful and 
scrious. 0 weightily ad. weightiness 1. 
weir /weer/ n. 1a dam built across a river to raise 
the level of water upstream or regulate its flow. 
2 an enclosure of stakes ete. set in a stream as a 
trap for fish. [Old English} 
weird /weerd/ ad. 1 uncanny, supernatural. 
2 collog. swange, queer, incomprehensible. [earlier 
as noun: Old English wvd ‘destiny’| 0 weirdly adi. 
weirdness 1. 
weirdo /weerd-oh/ n. (p/. -os; collog. an odd or 
eccentric person, 


abdomen 


hind leg 


welch var. of wisi. 

welcome e ¥. the act or an instance of greeting or 
receiving vladly; a kind or glad reception (gaze them 
a warm welcome). @ int. expressing such a grecting. 
@ oir receive with a welcome. @ ad. 1 that one 
receives with pleasure. 2 (foll. by fo, or fo + infin.) 
a cordially allowed or invited ( you are welcome to use 
my car). b von. gladly given (an unwelcome task, 
thing, ctc.) (heres my work and you are welcome to il 
0 outstay one’s welcome stay too long as a Visi- 
tor etc. you are welcome there is no need for 
thanks, {originally Old English werewna ‘a person 
whose coming is pleasing] 0 welcomer 2. 
welcomingly «di: 

weld e 7./. 1 a hammer or press (pieces of metal) 
into one piece. b join by fusion with an electric arc 
ete, 2 fashion into an cffeetual or homogeneous 
whole. @ 2. a welded joint. [alteration of obsolete 
well “to melt or weld heated metaly] 0 weldable 
adj. weldability ». welder i. 

welfare n. 1 well-being, happiness: health and pros- 
perity. 2 Welfare, a the maintenance of persons 
in such a condition esp, by statutory procedure 01 
social effort. b financial support given for this 
purpose. [Middle English] 

welfare state 7. 1 a system whereby the state 
undertakes to protect the health and well-being of 
its ciuzens by means of grants, pensions, etc. 
2 a county practising this system. 


welfare work 1. organized eflort for the welfare of 
the poor, disabled, ete. 

well! e «dz. ‘better. best, 1 in a satisfactory wav. 
2 in the right way vel! said: you did well to tell me). 
3 with some talent or distinction. 4 in a kind way. 
5 thoroughly. extensively. soundly. 6 with heartiness 
or approval. 7 probably, reasonably, advisably (you 
may well be right; we mught well take the risk). 8 to a 
considerable extent vs cee! over forty. 9 successfully. 
fortunately (2t furned oul wells. 10 luckily, oppor- 
tunely (zee// met!) LL comfortably, abundantly. 
liberally (vee dive well here, the job pars well), @ adj. 
better, best, I jusu. predic.) in good health jar 
you well’, way not a well person . 2, predic.) a in a satis- 
factory state or position all ws weelli. b advisable 
dt would be well to enquire), @ wl. expressing surprise, 
resignation, msistence. etc., or used merely to intro- 
cluce a remark well Pnever! well, [suppose sox well, cho 
was u.’), Oas well 1 in addivion; to an equal extent, 
2 also just as well with equal reason: with no loss 
of advantage or need for regret vay ay well give up: 
Hf reould be just as well ta sop now), as well as in addi- 
tion to. Leave (or let well alone avoid needless 
change or disturbance. well and truly decisively, 
completely, well away 1 having made consider- 
able progress. 2 Brit, collag. fast asleep or drunk. 
[Old English] o wellness » 


Shelne 


well 


a Usage A hyphen is normally used in combin- 
ations of well- when used attributively. but not 
when used predicatively, c.g, @ well-made coat hut the 
coat is well made. 


well? e 1). 1 > a shalt sunk into the Hed 


ground to obtain water, oil, ete. 
2 an enclosed space like a well- 
shatt, e.g. in the middle of a build- 
ing for stairs or a lft, or for light 
or ventilation. 3 (foll. by of) a 
source, esp. a copious one 

@ well of information). 4 aa 
mineral spring. b iin f/.) a spa. 

@ «intr: (foll. by out, up) spring 

its from a fountain: flow copi- 
ously, [Old English] 

we'll cant. we shall: we will, 

well-adjusted «dj. (well ad- 
justed when predic.) 1 mentally 
and emotionally stable. 2 ma 
good state of adjustment. 

well advised predir.adj. (usu. foll. 
by fo + infin.) (of a person) 
prudent would be well advised to wail). 

well-appointed (/). \well appoint- 
ed when predic; having all the 
necessary equipment. 

well aware predic.adj. yolten foll. by of} certainh 
aware (eel! aware of the danger). 

well-balanced «ad. well balanced when predic.) 
1 sanc. sensible. 2 equally matched. 

well-behaved «ad. (well behaved when predic.) 
having good manners or conduct. 

well-being 2. a state ol 
contented. cte. 


being well, healthy, 


well-born adj. well born when predic.) of noble or 
CS wealthy family. 

well-bred ad. well bred when predic.) having or 
showing good breeding or manners. 

well-built a7). (well built when predic.) 1 of good 
construction. 2 (of a person, big and strong and 
well-proportioned. 

well-chosen adj. (well chosen when predic.) care- 
fully selected, esp. for effect. 

well-connected «dj. associated, esp. by birth, with 
persons of good social position. 

well-defined adj. :well defined when predic. 
clearly indicated or determined. 

well-deserved «i. ;well deserved when predic. 
rightfully merited or earned. 

well-developed a7). (well developed when 
predic. Y fully developed. fully grown. 2 of generous 
MAC 

well disposed «dj. (hyphenated when atfié.; often 
foll. by toaads, haying a good disposiuon or 
friendly feeling for. 

well done adj. hyphenated when attrib) 1 of meat 
ot thoroughly cooked. 2 .of a task ete.) 
performed well (also as id), 

well-dressed a7). fashionably smart. 

well-earned adj. ;well earned when predic. fully 
deserved. 

well-educated «dj. (well educated when pirdic. 
educated to a high level: with a wide knowledge. 

well-endowed «/). well endowed when predic. 
LT often toll. by re) well provided with money, a 

2 wollog. avof a man, having large 
gemtals. bof a woman large-breasted, 

well-equipped «/). well equipped when predic.) 
having a plenuful supply of equipment. 

well-established «d/). well established when 
predic well-authenticated: long-standing, 

well-fed ad. »well fed when fredu., 
having had plenty to cat, 

well-founded «7. well founded when ficdic.) ol 
suspicions ete.) based on good evidence 


resource, ele. 


having o1 


well-groomed «/j. well groomed when frrdi. 
of a person) with carefully tended hair, Clothes. et 


V48 


WELL: CROSS-SECTION 
(HG A OO, HWE, 


well-grounded a7. (well grounded when predic.) 
1 = wout-rounptp. 2 having a good traiing in or 
knowledge of the groundwork of a subject. 
well-head 7. a source. 
well-heeled ad. callog. wealthy. 
well-hung ad. (well hung 
when predic.) collog. {of a 
man) having large genitals. 
wellie var. of writy. 
well-informed adj. (well in- 
formed when predic. having much 
knowledge or information about a 
subject. 
wellington 7. (in full wellington 
boot) Bri. a waterproof rubber or 
plastic boot usu. reaching the knee. 
{named after the Ist Duke of 
Hellington, British gencral and 
statesman, 1769-1852] 
well-intentioned ad, (well inten- 
tioned when predic.) having or show- 
ing good intentions. 
well-judged adj. (well judged when 
predic.) opportunely, — skilfully, or 
discreetly done. 
well-kept adj. (well kept when predic.) 
kept in good order or condition. 
well-known ad. (well known when predic.) 
1 known to many. 2 known thoroughly. 
well-liked adj. (well liked when predic.) (esp. of a 
person) liked; popular. 
well-loved ad. \well loved when predic.) regarded 
with great aflection or approval. 
well-made adj. (well made when predic.) 1 strongly 
or skilfully manufactured. 2 (of a person or animal) 
having a good build. 


- Offshore rig 


rock strata 


well-mannered adj. (well mannered whien 
predic.) having good manners. 
well-meaning adj. (also well-meant) (well 


meaning, well meant when /redic.) well-inten- 
tioned tbut meflective or unwise). 

well-off adj. (well off when predic, 1 having plenty 
of money, 2 in a fortunate situation or circum- 
StAICeS. 

well-oiled ad. (well oiled when pred.) collog. 
1 drunk. 2 (of an oiganization etc.) running 
smoothly. 

well-paid adj. well paid when predic.) 1 (of a job; 
that pays well. 2 (of a person) amply rewarded for 
a job. 

well placed aq. (hyphenated when afi7i6.) I set ina 
good place or position. 2 holding a good social 
positon. 3 fol. by /o+ infin.) easily able (you are well 
placed to know). 

well-prepared adj. (well prepared when predic.: 
1 prepared with care. 2 having prepared thor- 
oughly for an interview etc.). 

well-preserved aj. (well preserved when predic.) 
.of an elderly person; showing lite sign of ageing. 

well-qualified ad. (well qualified when predic.) 
1 holding many or prestigious qualifications. 2 (foll. 
by fo + infin.) able through acquired expertise, 

well-read ai. (well read when predic.) knowledge- 
able through much reading. 

well received ad. (hyphenated when 
welcomed: favourably recerved. 


attrib., 


well-rounded «a. (well rounded when predir. 
1 complete and symmetrical. 2 (of a phrase cte.) 
complete and well expressed. 

well spent adj. ‘hyphenated when altri.) (esp. ol 
money or time) used profitably. 

well-spoken dj. articulate or refined in speech. 

wellspring 1. a source. 

well-stocked «/j. \well stocked when predic.) (of a 
shop. garden. ete. plenulully filled with goods ete. 

well-structured ad. well structured when 
predu. esp, of a texty having a clear structure. 

well thought of adj. ‘hyphenated when attrb.) 
having a good reputation; esteemed, respected, 


west 


well-thumbed adj. (well thumbed when predic.) 
bearing marks of frequent handling, 

well-timed adj. (well timed when predic.) oppor- 
tune, timely. 

well-to-do adj. prosperous. 

well-travelled adj. (US well-traveled) 1 having 
travelled widely. 2 (of a path etc.) much frequented. 

well-tried adj. well tried when predic.) often tested 
with good results. 

well-trodden «dj. much frequented. 

well-turned ad). (well turned when predic) 1 (of a 
compliment, phrase, or verse) elegantly expressed. 
2 (of a leg, etc.) elegantly shaped or displayed. 

well-used adj. 1 much frequented. 2 much handled 
or worn. 

well-wisher n. a person who wishes one well. 

well-worn adj. well worn when predi.) 1 dam- 
aged by use or wear. 2 (of a phrase, joke, etc.) trite, 
hackneyed; stale. 

welly 7. (also wellie) ( pl. -ies) collog. = wrLuincion. 

Welsh e adj. of or relating to Wales or its people or 
language. @ 7. 1 the Celtic language of Wales. 
2 (prec. by the; treated as pl.) the people of Wales. 
[from Latin Jolcae, name of a Celtic people] 
o Welshness ». 

welsh winiz, (also welch /welsh/) ¥ (of a loser of a 
bet) decamp without paying. 2 evade an obligation. 
3 (toll. by on) a fail to carry out a promise to 
(a person). b fail to honour (an obligation). 
[1 9th-century coinage] oO welsher n. 

Welsh corgi see coril. 

Welsh dresser 11. a type of dresser with open 
shelves above a cupboard. 

Welsh rabbit 7. (also Welsh rarebit:) a dish of 
melted cheese etc. on toast. 

welt x, 1 a leather rim sewn round the edge of a 
shoe-upper for the sole to be attached to. > sxoe. 
2 a ribbed or reinforced border of a garment; a 
trimming. [Middle English} 

Weltanschauung /velt-an-show-uung: third par 
rhymes with cow/ n. (pl. Weltanschauungen) a 
particular philosophy or view of life; a conception 
of the world. [German, from Jet ‘world + 
Anschauung perception | 

welter n. (foll. by* of) a disorderly mixture or 
contrast of beliefs, policies, etc. [from Middle 
Dutch welteren] 

welterweight 77. 1 a weight in certain sports inter- 
mediate between lightweight and middleweight, in 
the amateur boxing scale 63.5-67 kg. 2 a sports- 
man of this weight. 

wen 7, a benign tumour on the skin esp. of the scalp. 
[Old English| 

wench e 7. joc. a girl or young woman, @ z.iniz, archan 
(of a man) consort with prostitutes, [Old English 
wencel ‘child’| o wencher n. 

wend 2.7, & intr, literary or archaic go. 0 wend one’s 
way make one’s way, [Old English wenden ‘to 
turn | 

Wendy house 1. Bri/. a toy house large enough for 
children to play in. [named after the house built 
around Jlendy in J. M. Barrie’s play Peter Pan| 

went fas! of co!. 

wept past ol wre. 

were 2nd sing. past, pl. past, and past subjunctive of wr. 

we’re conir. we are. 

weren’t contr were not. 

werewolf /wair-wuulf/ n. (also werwolf) ( p/. 
-wolves) a mythical being who at times changes 
from a person to a wolf, [Old Enelish| 

Wesleyan e adj. of or relating to a Protestant 
denomination founded by the English evangelist 
John Wesley (d. 1791) (cf Mianonist). @ 2, a member 
of this denomination. O Wesleyanism 7. 

weste 7. lathe point of the horizon where the sun 
sets at the equinoxes (cardinal point 90° to the lefi 
of north), & compass. b the direction in which this 
lies. 2 (usu. the West) a European in contrast to 


westbound 


oriental civilization. b hist. the states of Europe and 
N. America. ¢ the western part of a country, town, 
etc. @ ad. 1 towards, at, near, or facing west. 
2 coming from the west (west wind). @ adv. 
1 towards, at, or near the west. 2 (foll. by of) further 
west than. 0 go west Brit. slang be killed or 
destroyed ete. [Old English] 

westbound a7. travelling or leading westwards. 

West Country 2. the south-western counties of 
England. 

West End 7. the entertainment and shopping area 
of London to the west of the City. 

westerly e ad. & adv. 1 in a western position or 
direction. 2 (of a wind) blowing from the west. 
@ 7. (pl. -ies) a wind blowing from the west. > rrav 
WIN} 

western e ad. 1 of, in, or towards, the west. 
2 (Western) of or relating to the West (see west n. 
2).@n.a film, television drama, or novel about cow- 
boys in western North America. 0 westerner z. 

Western Church 7. the branch of the Christian 
Church which originated in Western Europe (opp. 
EAS PERN CuuRCH), esp. the Roman Catholic Church. 

western hemisphere 7. the half of the earth 
containing the Americas. 

westernize 1/7, (also Westernize, -ise) influence 
with or convert to the ideas and customs etc. of the 
West. 5 westernization 7. westernizer 7. 

West Indian e adj. of or relating to the West Indits. 
@ n. La native or national of any island of the West 
Indies. 2 a person of West Indian descent. 


WHALE 


Some 78 species of whale inhabit the world’s oceans. Their stream- 
lined bodies now show little trace of their terrestrial ancestry, with 


front limbs converted into flippers and hind] 


flukes. Whales breathe through a blowhole at the top of the head, 


which has evolved from the nasal passage, at 
| : ; 


blowhole 


| mouth 
beak * 


throat grooves 


EXAMPLES OF WHALES 


TOOTHED WHALES 


BELUGA 
(Delphinapterus leucas , 


CHRO SHEEN 
Evchrichtins robuslus) 


ss 


BAIRD’S BEAKED WHALE 


BRYDE’S WHALE 
Balaenoptera edeni\ 


West Indian satinwood see sxtinwoon Lb. 

west-north-west 1. the direction or compass point 
midway between west and north-west. 

West Side n. US the western part of Manhattan. 

west-south-west n. the direction or compass point 
midway between west and south-west. 

westward e adj. @ adv. (also westwards) towards 
the west, @ 7. a westward direction or region. 

wet @ adj. (wetter, wettest: 1 soaked, covered, or 
dampened with water or other liquid (a wet sponge; a 
wet surface; gol my feet wet). 2 (of the weather etc.) 
rainy (a wet day’). 3 (of paint, ink, etc.) not yet dried. 
4 Bnit. collog. fecble, inept. 5 Brit. Polit. collog. 
Conservative with hberal tendencies, esp. as 
regarded by right-wing Conservatives. @ ufr 
(wetting; past and past parl. wet or wetted 
1 make wet. 2 a urinate in or on (ze? the bed }. b refl. 
urinate involuntarily. @ 2. 1 moisture. 2 rainy 
weather; a time of rain. 3 Bri. collog. a feeble or 
inept person. 4 Brit. Polit. collog. a Conservative with 
liberal tendencies (see sense 6 of adj.). O wet 
behind the ears immature, inexperienced. wet 
through with one’s clothes soaked. wet one’s 
whistle collog. drink. [Old English] 0 wetly ad:. 
wetness 7). wettable ad). wetting 7. wettish ad). 

wet blanket 7. col/og. a gloomy person preventing 
the enjoyment of others. 

wet dream 7. an erotic dream with involuntary 
ejaculation of semen, 

wether 7. a castrated ram. {Old English] 


wet-nurse @ 7. a woman employed to suckle 


umbs replaced by 


id they keep warm with 


streamlined body 


| underside 


Slipper 


\Berardius bairdit) 


SA 


ENTER SAL PEAY Rita cet 
(Balaenouplera musculus) 


whale 


another’s child. @ wiz 1 act as a 
wet-nurse to. 2 collog. treat as if 
helpless. 

wetsuit 7. » a close-fitting 
rubber garment worn for 
warmth in water sports. 
diving, etc. & vivir 

wetting agent 7. a sub- 
stance that helps water 
etc. to spread or pene- 
trate. 

we've contr. we have. 

Wg. Cdr. abbr Wing Com- 
mander, 

whack collog. @ 2.7 1 strike or 
beat forcefully. 2 (as whacked 
adj.) esp. Brit. ured out; exhaust- 
ed. @ 7. 1 a sharp or resounding 
blow, 2 slang a turn; an attempt. 
3 Brit. slang a share or portion. 
cout of whack esp..\. Amer & 
clustral. slang out of order: malfunc- 

tioning. 

whacking Bru, collog. @ adj. very large. @ adz. very. 


WETSUIT 


whacko il. Brit. slang expressing delight or enjoy- 
ment. 

whacky var. of wacky. 

whale 2. (//. same or whales) ¥ any of the larger 
marine mammals of the order Cetacea. & criachan. 


a whale of a collog. an exceedingly good or fine 
etc. [Old English] 


an insulating layer of blubber. Whales form two groups: the 
toothed whales, including sperm whales and dolphins, which 
hunt fish, squid and seals, and have a single blowhole; and the 
baleen whales, which have two blowholes, and feed on fish or 
crustaceans, filtering them through fibrous baleen plates. 


dorsal fin 


RLU E WHEE. 


Syietaacavd \\i TEN one 
(Physeter macrocephalus, 


PYGMY RIGHT WHALCL 
(Caperca marginata) 


y 
a” 
SOU LHERN RIGHT WHALL 
iEubalaena aushalis 


whalebone 


whalebone: <.2n clastic horn 
substance growing m dun parallel 
plates in the upper law of some 
Whales, used as stitle 


whaler » 


engaged in whal 


HIML ch 


awhah 


Q shup wea seaman 


whaling . 
wham e expressing the 
. Dact. @ such a 

: ° whammed. wham- 


‘sucha sound o1 


2 #, stnike forcibly 


ming 1 


WHALEBONE: whammy ". //. -ies esp. US 

ERINGED PE AL ue 2 an evil or unlucky inthe 

WOBALIEN ene 2 esp. in phr double 
whammy ablow or setback 

wharf wharves or wharfs Wa vel quay- 

. moored to load 


WHARF: FINGER WHARDT IN SYDNEY. ALS 


wharves 
what e@ fre. 1 waiter res f ashing for a state- 
represeul a chon » a number 
ssTtl 
‘ Z #. that which. 
that f can, 3 ashing 
ema bet ici AN vw for confirm-= 
ne x thing not completely 
rit 1 ga f “5 how much 
es. 1 THE, AS ‘ 
rresponding to the lunetions of senses | and 2 ol 
mt 2 in lamanons how great o 
3 \ ast ain 
2 ! : e 
what about 
fon er \our epimien ol 
what-d you-call-it what's- 
its-name substitute for a name not recalled 
what ever what at. ANY Wal 
. | what for 1 
fat reason. 2, nand esp. g ” 
what have you | 
wv thing else sinnlan what if? 14 ld result 
Pad l Lott Tyna ‘what 1s more 
a as an | n what not 
= prec. dy ‘ : } what of ? what 
W int what of 1t? why shou 
iw nt.’ what’s-his 01 -its 
-Mame = what's what 
SUES what with 
x ! Old LEnelsh] 
whate’er | 
whatever ike ! es with 
tl empha u fit 


xind 


_~ or whatever 


w Usage Sev Usage Not 


whatnot 7. an indefinite or wivial thine. 


whatsoever i © Mon. = wHvtrix 1.2.3. 


wheat 7. 1 oany cereal plant of the genus Jriticum 
2 its vrain, used in making flour ete. B orvw,. 
Old English, related to wait | 

wheatear #, any small migratory bird of the genus 
Oona 

wheaten ad), made of wheat. 

wheatgerm ». the embrvo of the wheat grain. 
eXtracted as a souree of Vitamins. 

wheatgrass n. = couch 8A SCC CON He 

wheatmeal ».. Hlour made from wheat with some of 
the bran and germ removed 

whee | 
aun 

wheedle °./) 
2 foll. by « 
wheedling o 
wheedlingly 


expressing delight, excitement, or exhil- 
1 coax by flattery or endearment. 
vet a ding out of a person by 


wheedler 1». wheedling ad. 


wheel e ». 1 a circular frame or dise that revolves on 


an ante and is used to facilitate the motion of a 
veluicle or for various mechanical purposes. 
2 a wheel-like thing Catherine eheel potters iwhect: 
vee rane cate 3 in pl slang acar. 4= S119 RiNo wrt 
Sues oe = Ke Wt > 6 a set of short lines 
concluding a stanza. @ 2. 1) NS a turn on 
ananis or pivet. B swing round in line with one end 
asa prot 2 a ut, often toll. by about. round. US 
thei chanve divecton or face another way 
b #. cause to do this. 3 @ push or pull a wheeled 
thing, esp. a barrow, bievele. or pram, or its load on 
oceupant 4 vo Ww eireles OF CUuTVES ved 

theeiing ceihead .Q at the wheel 1 driving a ve- 
hicle. 2 di i ship. wheel and deal enyagy 
in polineal or commercial scheming. wheels 
within wheels rif. 1) intneate machiners, 
2 volfog. mdirect or secret agencies. [Old English] 


Cc wheeled ai). also . Wheelless 


wheelbarrow 1. 4 sinall cart with one wheel and 


two shafts for carrying garden loads et 
wheelbase ¥. the distance between the front and 
Shin antes of al vehi le 
mi Wheels for an invalid o1 


wheelchair ». a chan 


disabled person 
wheel clamp 1. = «1ayir'n. 2 
wheeler-dealer #. a person who wheels and deals 
. 0 wheeler-dealing » 


wheelhouse » 


SCC WHET 


Via steersman’s shelter. & tv tory 


WHEELHOUSE ) TIRD-LIGITING BOAT 


wheelie 7. /) 


Motorevele for a short 


s/ane the stunt of riding a bievele o1 

distance with the front wheel 
off the eround 

wheelie bin 1. also wheely bin ):/ 
refuse bin seton wheels 


Hie ad Lares 
wheelsman /, -men (Sa steersman 
wheelspin #. rotation of avehicle’s wheels without 
tracuon 
wheelwright a person who makes or repairs esp 
wooden wi 


wheeze @ .. Team breathe with an audible chest 


whet 


whistling sound. 2 # (often foll. by eur) utter in this 
way, @ 7. 1 a sound of wheezing, 2 collog. Brit. a 
clever scheme. 0 wheezer nr. wheezy ad). 
wheezily ad. wheeziness 1. 
whelk 1. » any preda~ & 
tory marine gastropod 
molluse of the family 
Buccinidae. [Old Eng- 
lish] 
whelp e 7. 1 a young 
dog: a puppy. 2 an ill- 
mannered child — or 
vouth, @ @.f. talso abyol.) 
bring forth a whelp or 
whelps:. (Old English] 
when e iierogad:. 1 at 
what time? 2 on what occasion? @ rel.ade. (prec. by 
tame ete. ator on which (dere are times when I could 
ery. @ conj. 1 at the or any time that; as soon as 


WHELK: DOG WHELK 
. Vucella lapillus) 


come you like; when I was your age). 2. although; 
considering that wehy vand up when you could sit 
down. 3 after which; and then; but just then 


T had just fallen aslee 
time?: which ume , 

hav been better. @ n. prec. by the) the time, occasion, 
or date , fared the where and when). (Old English] 
whence jorma/ @ adi. from what place? (cchence did 
@ «ony. 1 to the place from which (vetwn 
2 olten prec. by place ete.) from 
which the seurce whence there errors arise). 3 and thence 
whence it follaees that). [Middle English] 


p when the bell rang). @ pron. what 
lechen can_you stay? since when it 


/ 


they come? 


cent: You can 


a Usage [he use of from whence rather than simply 
whence as in the place from whence they came), though 
common, is generally considered incorrect. 

whenever ¢o7). © ad. 1 at whatever time: on what- 
ever occasion. 2 every time that. 0 or whenever 
collog. or at any sunilar time. 


a Usage Sce Usage Note at ivi. 


where @ /te;ocad. Fin or to what place or pos- 


ion? where is the milk?: where are you going’). 2 in what 
direction or respect? (zehere does the argument lead?; 


here does ut concern use. 3m what book etc.?; from 
whom? qehere did vou read that?; where did you hea 
tat’. 4 in what situauon or condition? (where does 
that leave us?’ @ rel.dy. (prec. by place etc.) in or to 
which \ places where they meet). @ con. 1 in or to the or 
any place, direction, or respect in which (go when 
vou like: that ts where you are wrong). 2 and there (reached 
Crewe. where the car broke down . @ pron. what place? 
@ 7. (prec. by the) the place; 
the scene of something see wats 7.1. [Old English] 
whereabouts @ ai: approximately 
hereaboutls an they’: shove me whereabouts to 
looks. @ n. treated as ving or pl. 
appronimate location 
whereafter con). formal after which. 
whereas ¢ 07. 1 in contrast or comparison with the 
fact that. 2 .esp. in legal preambles. taking imto 
consideration the fact that, 


here de you come from 


where or 


iitenee FL 


i person's or thing's 


whereby «0. by what or which means. 
what reason? 


wherefore @ adi. aichai 1 tor 
ug. a reason (the whys and 


2 for which reason. @ 1 
wherelores 
wherein /oymal @ conj. m what or which place or 
respect. @ adi. in what place or respect? 
whereof fv mal @ con}. of what or which the means 
hereot . @ ade. of what? 


wheresoever (7), & adi. 


ne 

formal or literary = weir- 
IVER 

whereupon (yj. immediately after which. 

wherever e@ adi. in or to whatever place. @ conj. in 
every place that. o or wherever cullog. or in any 
siniat place 


m Usage See Usage Note at rvir. 
wherewithal 7. collog. money etc, necded for a 


purpose (hay not the wherewithal to do it) 


whet :./, whetted. whetting 1 sharpen a tool or 


whether 


weapon) by grinding. 2 stimulate (the appetite or a 
desire, interest, ete.), [Old English] 
whether oj. introducing the first or both of alter- 
native possibilities (J do not know whether they have 
arrived or not). G whether or no see No?. 
[Old English| 
whetstone 7. a fine-grained stone used esp. with 
water to sharpen cutting tools (cf. ons ronn), 
whew ini. expressing surprise, consternation, or 
relief. 
whey /way/ 7. Pm the 
watery liquid lefi when 
milk forms curds. [Old 
English] 
whey-faced ad. pale esp. 
with fear. 
which e pon. 1 ilerrog. pron. 
asking for choice from a 
definite set of alternatives 
(which do you prefer?) A. 
WHat pron. 1). 2 rel.pron. 
(poss. of which, whose) 
bemg the thing or things 
just referred to (the house, which is emply has been 
damaged) (cf. vast pron. 7). 3 rel.pron. used im place 
of that alter a preposition or after that (there iy Mu 
house in which Twas born; thal which you have just seen). 
@ interrog, & rel.det. corresponding to the functions of 
senses 1 and 2 of the pronoun (which book do you 
prefer? three days, during all of which time he said nothute). 
OQ which is which a phrase used when two or 
more persons or things are difficult to disunguish 
from each other. [Old English] 
whichever de/. GS pron. 1 any which (lake whichever 
you like; whichever one you Ike). 2 no matter which 
(cehichever one wins, they both get a prize). 
whiffe 1. 1 a puff or breath of air, smoke, ete. (cent 
outside for a whiff of fresh air). 2 a smell (caught the 
whiff of a cigar). @ i. 1 ir & inte. blow or pull lightly. 
2 intr. Brit. collog. smell (esp. unpleasant). 3 tr get a 
slight smell of. 
whiffle e 7. 1 int: (of a flame, leaves, etc.) flicker, 
flutter. 2 inf, make the sound of a light wind in 
breathing etc. @ n. a slight movement of air. 
whiffy adj. ;whiffier, whiffiest) Byi/. co/log. having 
an unpleasant smell. 
Whig n. hist. Polit. a member of the British reform- 
ing and constitutional party that was succeeded in 
the 19th c. by the Liberal Party yopp. ‘Yor, 2). 
0 Whiggery n. Whiggish adj. Whiggism 1. 
while e x. 1 a space of time, ume spent in somie 
action (a fong while ago; waited a while. all this 
whele). 2 (prec. by the) during some other process. 
@ nj. 1 during the time that: at the same time as 
| while Twas away, the house was burgled: fell asleep whit 
| reading). 2 although, whereas (while J want lo 
believe it, L eannol). 3.N Engl. anil (zeit while Monday. 
@ «fr (foll. by away pass (time etc.) in a leisurely 
| or interesting manner. oO all the while during 
| ihe whole time (that). for a long while for 
| a long time past. for a while for some 
lime. in a while jor little while 
soon, shortly. worth while jor worth 
one’s while) worth the time or effort spent. 
[Old English] 


m Usage See Usage Note at wortHwuin.. 


whilst ad. & conj. esp. Brit. while. [Middle English| 

whim 7. 1 a sudden fancy: a caprice. 2 capricious- 
ness. [] 7th-century coinage] 

whimper e @ 1 inf. make feeble, querulous, or 
frightened sounds: cry and whine softly. 2% utter 
whimperingly, @ 7. a whimpering sound. 0 whim- 
perer 7. whimperingly ai. 

whimsical «dj. 1 odd or quaint: fanciful, humor- 
ous. 2 capricious. 0 whimsicality 1. whimsi- 
cally ad. 

whimsy 2. (also whimsey) (//, -ies or -eys! 1 a 
whim; a capricious notion or fancy. 2 capricious or 
quaint humour, 


WHEY SEPARATED PROM CURDS 


whinchat 7. a small brownish songbird, Saxicola 
rubetra. 

whine e 7. 1 a complaining long-drawn wail as of 
a dog. 2 a similar shrill prolonged sound. 3 a a 
querulous tone. b an instance of feeble or undigni- 
fied complaining. @ v. 1 infr, emit or utter a whine. 
2 ini. complain in a querulous tone or in a feeble 
or undignified way. 3 f utter in a whining tone. 
{Old English] o whiner x. whiningly ad. whiny 
adj. (whinier, whiniest). 

whinge Brit. collog. @ vintr. ee 
ing) whine; grumble peevishly. @ 7. 
whining complaint; a peevish grum- 
bling. [Old English] o whinger n. 
whingeingly ad. 

whinny e 7. ( //. -ies) a gentle or joyful 
neigh. @ riz. (-ies, -ied) give a whinny. 
whip e 7. 1 Wa lash attached to a stick 
for urging on animals or punishing ete. 
2 aa member of a political party in 
Parliament appointed to control 

its parliamentary discipline 

and tactics, esp. ensuring yot- 


ing in debates. b Brit. the 
Whips’ written notice requesting or 
requiring attendance for voting at a 


division etc. € (prec. by the) party ‘cisel Ip- 
line and instructions (asked for the Labow 
whip). @ 7. (whipped, whipping) I /). 
beat or urge on with a whip. 2 & beat 
cream or eggs etc.) into a froth. 3 ty 
& intr. take or move suddenly, unex- 
pectedly, or rapidly (zehipped out a 
knife; whipped behind the door). 4 tr. Bri. 
collog. steal (whos whipped my pen). 
5 x slang a excel. b defeat. dQ whip 
in bring (hounds) together, whip 
on urge into action. whip up 
1 excite or stir up (feeling ete.) 
2 summon (attendance). [Micldle 
English] 0 whipless ad. whip- 
like ad. whipper ». 

whipcord n. 1a tightly twisted cord 
such as is used for making whiplashes. 2 a closely 
woven worsted fabric. 

whip graft ». (in horticulture) a graft with the 
toneue of the scion in a slot in the stock and vice 
versa, 


WHIP: I..\1 


whip hand 1. (usu. prec. by fhe) the advantage o1 
control in any situation. 
whiplash e ». 1 the flexible end of a whip. 2 a blow 
with a whip. 3 a sharp reaction tz/eplash against th 
slalus quo). @ v. 1 tr jerk causing a whiplash effect. 
2 mir fick or move like a whip flashing. 
whiplash injury 7. an mjury to the neck caused by 
a severe jerk of the head. esp. in a motor accident. 
whipper-in 7. (//. whippers-in) a |untsman’s 
assistant who manages the hounds. 
whippersnapper /. 1 a small child. 2 an insignili- 
cant but presumptuous or intrusive (esp. young) 
person. 
whippet 7. Va dog of a small slender breed 
origmally a cross between 
the greyhound and the 
terrier or spanicl, 
bred for racing. 
whipping 7. 1 4 
beating, esp. with 
a whip. 2 cord 
wound round 
in bincline. 


WHIPPET 


whippoorwill /wip-6-wil/ 
a. ® an American nightjar, 
Gaprimulgus vociferus. 

whippy ad). Nexible, springy. 
O whippiness 7. 


Ww ‘ cemre. 
“ ie whirlwind n. 1 a 


GENIURY AU 
S1OCKWHIP 


WHIPPOORWILL 
Gaprimdeus coctferts 


whispering gallery 


whip-round 2. esp. Brit. collog. an informal collec- 
tion of money from a group of people. 
whip snake 7. any of various long slender snakes 
of the family Colubridae. 
whir var. of wire. 
whirl ev 1 f & int swing round and round: 
revolve rapidly. 2 fr & intr, (loll. by away) convey or 
go rapidly in a vehicle etc. 3; & inir, send or travel 
swiftly in an orbit or a curve. 4 intr a (of the brain, 
senses, etc.) seem to spin round. b (of thoughts etc.) 
be confused; follow each other in bewildering 
succession, @ 7. 1 a whirling movement (vanished 
ina whirl of dust). 2 a state of intense activity ‘lhe 
social whirl). 3 a state of confusion (my mind iy ina 
whirl). 4 collog. a try (give it awhirl), [from Old Norse 
hvirfill ‘circle’| o whirler n. 
whirligig ”. 1 a spinning or whirling toy. 2 a merry- 
go-round, 3 any freshwater beetle of the family 
Gyrinidac that circles about on the surface, 
[Middle English, based on obsolete gig ‘whipping- 
top | 
whirling dervish 7. (also howl- 
ing dervish) a dervish perform 
ing a wild dance, or howling, 
according to which sect he 
hclongs to, 
whirlpool 7. a powcrtul 
circular eddy in the sea ete, 
often causing suction to its 


mass or 
column of air whirling rapidly round 
and round. 2 (alirib.) very rapid (@ whit- 
wind romance). O reap the whirlwind 

suffer worse results of a bad action. 

* whirlybird 7. collog. a helicopter. 

whirr ‘also whir) e 7. a continuous rapict 
buzzing or softly clicking sound as of a bud’s 


wings or of cogwheels in constant 
Ty LUNE motion, @ v.iis (whirred, whirring: 


STRALIAN make this sound. [Middle English] 


whisht z (also whist) esp. Sc. & Jr 
dial. 1 intr. (esp. as int.) be quiet; hush, 2 f quieten. 
whisk e 7. 1 / (foll. by @ear. off) brush with a 
sweeping movement. 2 f whip «cream, eggs, etc.). 
D> evens. 3 fn G intr convey or go (esp. out of sight, 
lightly or quickly (zehisked me off lo the doctor, the 
mouse whisked into its hole. @ n. 1a whisking action or 


mouon,. 2 a utensil for whisking cggs or cream ctc. 
for removy- 


3 a bunch of grass, twigs, bristles, ete.. 
ing dust or flies. [Middle English] 
whisker 7. L (usu. in pi.) 
the hair growing ona 
man’s face, esp. on the 
cheek. 2 ® cach of the 
brisdes on the face of 
a cat ete. 3. collog. 
small distance weal 
a whisker of, won by a 
whisker), O have (or 
have grown) whis- 
kers collog. (esp. of a 
Stommetcy bel very 
old. ag whiskered 
adj. whiskery adj. 
whisky 1. (US & /: whiskey: 
(pl. -ies or -eys) 1a spirit distilled esp. from malted 
barley. 2.a drink of this. Jabbreviation of obsolete 
whisk ybae| 
whisper e @: 1 inf: & t, speak or say very softly, esp. 
without vibration of the vocal cords. 2 mt. speak 
privately or conspiratorially. @ 7. 
1} whispering speech talking im 
whispers). 2 a whispering sound. 
[Old English] Go whisperer 1. 
whispering /. 
whispering gallery ». a 
gallery esp, under a dome wit! 
acousuc properties such that a 
whisper may be heard round 
enure circumilerence. 


whiskers 


WHISKERS 
iy Ne a8 


>] 


W 


whist 


whist 7. a card game usu. for two pairs of players, 
with the winning of tricks. [earlier wha} 

whist drive 7. Bri!. a social occasion with the play- 
ing of progressive whist. 

whistle e 7. 1 4 clear shrill sound made by forcing 
breath through a small hole between nearly closed 
lips, or between the teeth. 2 a similar sound made 
by a bird, the wind, a missile, etc. 3 an instrument 
used to produce such a sound, esp. for giving a 
signal, @ 7. L iit emita whistle. 2 a int. give a signal 
or express surprise or derision by whistling. 
b @ yoften foll. by wp) summon or give a signal to 
(a dog ete.) by whistling. 3.“ :also absol.) produce 
(a tune) by whistling. 4 dix (loll. by for) vainly seek 
or desire. 0 as clean \or clear or dry) as a whis- 
de very clean or clear or dry. blow the whistle 
on collog. bring (an activity) to an end; inform on 
ithose responsible). wet one’s whistle see wit. 
{Old English| o whistler 1. 

whistle-blower 7. a person who blows the whistle 
on someone or something (sce Wisi). 

whistle-stop 1. 1 (Sa small wmimportant town on 
a railway. 2 a politician’s brief pause for an 
clectioncering speech on tour, 3 (altrb) with only 
bricl pauses; very fast ca whistle stop tours, 

whistling kettle ». a kettle fitted with a whistle 
sounded by steam when the kettle is boiling. 

Whit atirihad). connected with, belonging to. or 
following Whit Sunday (Fhhe Monday, Whi week- 
end), (Old English Aretta Sunnandag, hterally white 
Sunday | 

whit 7. a particle; a least possible amount vol a whit 
better), 

white e ad. 1 resembling a surface reflecting 
sunhght without absorbing any of the visible rays: 
of the colour of milk or fresh snow. 2 approaching 
such a colour: pale esp. in the face turned as white as 
a sheet. 3 also White a of the human group 
having light-coloured skin. b of or relating to white 
people. 41ol a person: white-haired, esp. in old age, 
9 (of wine) made from white grapes or dark grapes 
with the skins removed. 6 Brit. cof Coffee) with milk 
or cream added. 7 colourless @ehile elasy). @ 1. 
Lia white colour or pigment. 2 a white clothes or 
material (dressed in ehite,. Buin pli white garments as 
worn in cricket, tennis, ete. ¢ in f/., white clothing 
ete. for washing, 3 the white part or albumen round 


the yolk of an ege. & La. 4 the visible part of the 


eveball round the iris. 5 (also White: a member of 
a light-skinned race. oO bleed white crain (a 
person, country. ete.) of wealth ete. [Old English} 
0 whitely ad:. whiteness 7. whitish adj. 

white ant 7. @ (crite. 

whitebait ».\f/. same) vusu. fi.) the small silvery- 
white young of herrings, sprats, ancl similar fish 
esp. as food. 

whiteboard 7. a board with a white surface. used 
esp. for classroom presentations using felt-up pens. 

white cell 7. also white blood cell. = iit cocvin.. 

white Christmas ». (Christmas with snow on the 
ground. 

white-collar «/hth.adj. of a worker or work, clerical 
or aciministrative rather thant manual, 

white dwarf 7). a small very dense star & siyk 

white elephant 7. an item or property that is no 
longer uselul or wanted, esp. one that is difficult to 
maintain or clispose of! 

whitefish 1... /i/, usu. same) W any freshwater fish of 
the genus Gorwvonw etc., of the trout family, and 
used esp. lor food. 

white fish v, lish with pale flesh. 
e.g, plaice, cod, cle. 

white flag 1. a syimbo! 
of surrender or a 
period of truce, 

whitefly 7. ./)/. -flies 
any small the 
family .Mevrodicac. having 
wings covered with whit 
powder and feeding on sap. 


Insect of 


50 


WHITEFISH? LARGL WHITLUISH 
Coregonus clupeaformes 


white gold ». any of various silver-coloured alloys 
of gold used in jewellery. 

white goods 7.//. large domestic electrical equip- 
ment that is conventionally white, e.g, refrigerators 
and washing machines. 

' Whitehall ». 1 the British Government. 2 its offices 
or policy. [a street in London, site of Government 
offices] 

whitehead 1. cullog. a white or white-topped skin- 
pustule. 

white heat 7. 1 the temperature at which metal 
emits white light. 2 a state of intense passion or 
activity. 

white horses 7./)/. white-crested waves al sea. 

| white-hot dj. at white heat. 

White House ». the official residence of the US 
President in Washington, DC. 

white-knuckle a/irb.adj. (esp. of a fairground ride) 
designed to cause excitement or tension, 

white lie 7. a harmless or trivial untruth, 

white light 7. apparently colourless light, e.g, or- 
dinary daylight. 

white magic 7. magic used only for beneficent 
purposes. 

white meat 7. poultry, veal, rabbit, and pork. 

white metal 7. a white or silvery alloy. 

whiten wir SG int make 
Oo whitener 1. whitening ». 


or become white. 

white noise 7. noise containing many frequencies 
with equal intensities. 

white-out 7. 1 a dense blizzard esp. in polar 
regions. 2 a weather condition in which the 
fcatures, horizon, etc. of snow-covered country are 
inclistinguishable due to uniform light ciffusion. 

White Paper ». (in the UK) a Government report 
giving information or proposals on an issue. 

white pepper 7. the ripe or husked ground or 
whole berries of Piper nigrum as a condiment. 

white sauce vn. a sauce of flour, melted butter, and 
milk or cream. 

white slave 17. a woman tricked or forced into pros- 
Uitution. usu. abroad. 

white spirit 7. Sri. ight petroleum as a solvent. 

whitethorn 1. the hawthorn. 

whitethroat ». ® any whiite- 
throated Eurasian warbler of the 
genus Splia, esp. the common 
S. communes. 

white tie 7. a man’s white bow 
tle as part of full evening dress. 

white trash 1, \. Amer derog, poor 
white people. 

whitewash e 7. 1 a solution of : 
quicklime or of ground chalk = 
and size for whitening walls & 
ete. 2 a means employed to : 
conceal mistakes or faults. 
@ «fr 1 cover with whitewash. 
2 attempt by concealment to 
clear the reputation of. 3 defeat an opponent) 
without allowing any opposing score. 


WHITETHROAT 
(Splaia communis) 


white water #7. a shallow or foamy stretch of water, 
white wedding 1. Bri! a wedding at which the 
bride wears a formal white dress. 
white whale ». a northern cetacean, Delphinapterus 
leucas, white when adult. 
whitey 7. also Whitey 
(pl. -eys) slang offens. 1a 
white person. 2 white people 
collectively, 
whither anhaic @ adi. 1 to 
what place, position, or 
state? 2 «prec. by place ete.) to 
which (the houve whither we wen 
walking), @ con). 1 to the or 
any place to which (go whither 


wholehearted 


you will). 2 and thither (we saw a house, whither we 
walked). [Old Enghsh] 

whiting 7. (//. same) a small white-fleshed fish, 
Merlangus merlangus, used as food. [from Middle 
Dutch wzyting| ee 

whitlow 2. an inflammation near a fingernail or 
toenail. [Middle English] 

Whitsun e 7. = Waiisuntipe. @ adj. = Wait. [Middle 
English, from I1hitsun Day ‘Whit Sunday’ } 

Whit Sunday 7. the seventh Sunday after Easter, 
commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost (Acts 2). 

Whitsuntide ». the weekend or week including 
Whit Sunday. 

whittle 2 1 & ©& (foll. by at) intr. pare (wood etc.) 
with repeated slicing with a knife, 2 / (often foll. 
by azay, down) reduce by repeated subtractions. 
{earlier as noun, variant of Middle English 
thwitel long knife’] 

whiz-bang ». (also whizz-bang) collog. 1 a high- 
velocity shell from a small-calibre gun, whose 
passage is heard before the gun’s report. 2 a jump- 
ing kind of firework. 

whizz (also whiz) collog. en. 1 the sound made by 
the friction of a body moving through the air at 
great speed. 2 (also wiz) collog. a person who is 
remarkable or skilful in some respect (is a whiz at 
chess). @ vint. (whizzed, whizzing, move with or 
make a whizz. [sense 2: influenced by wiz\kn] 

whizz-kid 1. (also whiz-kid) collog. a brilliant or 
highly successful young person. 

WHO «hr, World Health Organization, 

who fron. (obj. whom or (informally) who; /oss. 
whose) 1 interrogpron. what or which person or 
persons? (ceho called?: you know who it was?; whom or 
who did you see?), 2 rel.pron. (a person) that (anyone who 
wishes can come, the man whom or who you saw’). 3 and 
(or but) he, she, they, ete. (gave i to Tom, who sold it to 
Jim). who goes there? see co'. [Old English] 


m Usage In the last*examples of senses 1 and 2, 
whom is correct, but zo is common in less formal 
contexts, 


whoa /7//. used as a command to stop or slow a horse 
ete. 
who’d contr, FE who hed. 2 who would. 
whodunnit 7. ({°S whodunit) co/log. a story or play 
about the detection of a crime ete., esp. murder. 
whoever pron. (0b). whomever or (infor- 
mally) whoever: joss. whosever) 1 the or 
any person or persons who (whoever comes 
is welcome). 2 though anyone (whoever 
— else objects, I do not: whosever it is, I want 
it). 3 collog. ‘as an intensive} who ever; 
—_ who at all (whoever heard of such a thing?). 


w Usage The use of whomever for the 

objective case can sound stilted nowadays, 

and whvever is generally acceptable in its place, e.g. 
Task whoever I meet. Sce also Usage Note at iver. 


whole e ad. 1 in an uninjured, unbroken, intact. or 
undiminished state (szealluwed i whole: there is not 
a plate lefl whole), 2 not less than; all there is of; 
entire, complete (caited a whole year: the whole school 
knows), @n. 1a thing complete in itself. 2 a (fol. by 
of ) all there is of a thing (the cehole of the summer). 
b all members, inhabitants, ete., of (the whole of 
London knows it). Q as a whole as a unity: not as 
separate parts, go the whole hog sce 10. on the 
whole taking everything relevant into account: in 
general. [Old English] c wholeness 7. 

wholefood 7. Brit. food which has not been 
processed or refined more than necessary {often 
attrth.: whulefood diet). 

wholegrain «dj, made with or containing whole 
grains (wholegrain bread ). 

wholehearted ad. 1 (of a person) completely 
devoted or committed, 2 iof an action ete.) done 
with all possible effort or sincerity: thorough. 
0 wholeheartedly adi. wholeheartedness ». 


whole lot 


whole lot see tov. 

wholemeal 71. (usu. aii.) Brit. meal or flour with 
none of the bran or germ removed. 

whole number 7. a number without fractions: an 
integer. 

wholesale e 7. the selling of things in large quan- 
utes to be retailed by others (cf. rev). @ adj. G adv. 
1 by wholesale; at a wholesale price. 2 on a large 
scale (wholesale destruction occurred). @ v.tr. sell whole- 
sale. [Middle English: originally by whole sale] 
0 wholesaler n. 

wholesome adj, 1 promoting or indicating phys- 
ical, mental, or moral health. 2 prudent (wkolesome 
respect). {Middle English] o wholesomely adv. 
wholesomeness /. 

whole-tone scale 7. \us. a scale consisting 
entirely of tones, with no semitones. 

wholewheat 7. (usu. atii).) wheat with none of the 
bran or germ removed. 

wholism var. of HoLisM. 

wholly /hohl-li/ adv. entirely; without limitation or 
diminution. 

whom objective case of wi. 

whomever objective case of wHorver. 

whomsoever vlyective case of WHOSOEVER. 


whoop (also hoop) @ x. a loud cry of or as of 


excitement etc. @ v.n/r utter a whoop. 0 whoop it 
up collog. 1 engage in revelry. 2 US make a stir. 
(Middle English] 

whoopee collog. e@ int. /wuu-pee/ expressing 
exuberant joy. @ 7. /wuup-i/ exuberant enjoyment 
or revelry. make whoopee col/og. 1 rejoice nois- 
ily or hilariously. 2 make love. 

whooper /hoo-per, woo-per/ 7. (in full whooper 
swan) a large migratory swan, Cygnus cygnus, with a 
black and yellow bill and a loud whooping call. 

whooping cough /hoop-ing/ 7. an infectious 


bacterial disease, esp. of children, with a series of 


short violent coughs followed by a rasping indrawn 
breath. 
whoops ?7/. (also whoops-a-daisy) co/log. express- 
ing surprise or apology, esp. on making an obvious 
mistake, [variant of oops] 
whoosh (also woosh) @ 7. ifr, & i, move or cause to 
move with a rushing sound. @ 7. a sudden move- 
ment accompanied by a rushing sound. 
whopper 2. s/ang 1 something big of its 
kind. 2 a blatant or gross lie, 
whopping adj. s/ang very big. 
whore @ 7. 2 prostitute. ev 1 mira (of 
a man) use the services of prostitutes. 
b work as a prostitute. 2 / prostitute 
(a person or oneself ). [Old English] 
whorehouse #). a brothel. 
whorl /worl/ 72. 1 » a ring of 
leaves or other organs round a 
stem of a plant. 2 one turn of 
a spiral, esp. on a_ shell. 
> sui. 3 a complete circle 
in a fingerprint. [Middle 
English] o whorled adj. 
whose e@ pron. of or 
belonging to which per- 
son (whose ts this book). 
e def, of whom or which 
eho. book is this2: the 
man. whose name was Tim), 


whorl 


WHORL: 
GLEAVER LEAVES 


whosever oss. of witoevrr. 
IN WHORLS 


whosoever yon. (obj. whom- 
soever; /0ss. whosesoever) archaic = WHOL. 

whump 7. a dull thud. 

why e a/v. 1 for what reason or purpose; on what 
grounds (why did you do it?), 2 (prec. by reason etc.) for 
which (the reasons why I did it). @ int. expressing: 
1 surprised discovery or recognition (why, is you!) 
2 impatience (why, of course Idol). 3 reflection (why, 
yes, 1 think so). 4 objection (why, what is wrong with it?) 
e ». (pl. whys) a reason or explanation (esp. whrs 
and wherefores\. [Old English] 


WI abbr, 1 West Indies, 2 Brit. Women’s Institute. 

Wicca 7. the religious cult of modern witchcraft. 
{Old English zwezcca ‘witch’| o Wiccan ad), & n. 

wick 7. a strip or thread of fibrous or spongy ma- 
terial feeding a flame with fuel in a candle ete. 
[Old English] 

wicked adj. (wickeder, wickedest; 1 sinful. 
2 spiteful. 3 playfully malicious. 4 collog. very bad 
(a wicked cough). 5 slang excellent. [Middle English] 
a wickedly ad. wickedness n. 

wicker 7. plaited twigs or osiers etc. as material for 
baskets etc. [Middle English] 

wickerwork 7. 1 wicker. 2 ¥ 
things made of wicker. 

wicket 1. 1 Crickei aa set of 
three stumps with 
the bails mm pos- 
iuon defended 
by a batsman. 
> cricait. b the 
ground between 
two. wickets. 2 (in 
lull wicket-door or 
-gate) a small door or 
gate esp. beside or in a 
larger one or closing 
the lower part only of a 
doorway. 3 US an aperture in a door or wall usu. 
closed with a shding panel. on a good (or sticky) 
wicket collog. in a favourable (or unfavourable) 
position. [from Old Northern French wzke/] 

wicketkeeper 7. Cricke! the fieldsman stationed 
close behind a batsman’s wicket. © cRicKt. 
0 wicketkeeping 2. 

widdershins ad, (also withershins) esp. S¢. in a 
direction contrary to the Sun’s course (considered 
as unlucky); anticlockwise. [from Middle High 
German wider ‘against’ + sin “direcuon’] 


WICKERWORK BASKE1 


wide e ad. 1 measuring much or more than othe: 
things of the same kind across or trom sicle to side. 
2 (following a measurement) in width a metre werde). 
3 extending far; embracing much. 4 not tight or 
close or restricted; loose. 5 open to the full extent 
(staring with rerde eyes). 6 a (foll. by of) not within a 
reasonable distance of. b at a considerable distance 
from a point or mark. 7 (in comb.) extending over 
the whole of (nationwide). @ ade. 1 widely. 2 to the full 
extent (wde awake), 3 far from the target etc. 
(is shooting wide). @ n. Cricket a ball judged beyond the 
batsman’s reach and so scoring a run. 0 give a 
wide berth to see #.x1H. wide of the mark sec 
mark’. [Old English] o wideness n. widish adj. 

wide-angle aii7ib.ad). (of a lens) having a short focal 
leneth and hence a field covering a wide angle. 

wide boy ». Brit. s/ang a man skilled in dishonest 
practices; a spi. 

wide-eyed adj. surprised or naive. 

widely «di. 1 far apart (wedely spaced). 2 extensively 

rerdely read). 3 by many people (zetdely thought). 

4 toa large degree (a widely different vier). 

widen wih & 

widener ni. 


int make or become wider. 


wide open ad. 1 open wide. 2 stretching over an 
outdoor expanse (zezde open spaces). 3 (esp. of a 
contest) of which the outcome is not 
predictable. 4 (predic: often foll. by fo 
vulnerable (esp. to attack). 

wide-ranging adj. covering an extensive 
range. 

wide-screen a/(rib.adj. designed with or {01 
a screen presenting a wide field of vision in 
relation to its height, 

widespread adj. widely distributed o1 
disseminatect. 

widget 7. collog, any gadget or device. 
[perhaps an alteration of © \wo1.1| 

widow e 7. 1 a woman who has lost he 
husband by death and has not married 
again. 2 a woman whose husband is often 
away on a specified activity 


wildcat 


3 extra cards dealt separately and taken by the 
highest bidder. 4 Printing the short last line of a 
paragraph at the top of a page or column. 
@ w.#, make into a widow or widower. [Old English] 
a widowhood ». 
widower 7. a man who has lost his wife by death 
and has not married again. 
widow’s mite 7. a small money contribution (see 
Mark 12:42), 
widow’s peak n. a V-shaped growth of hair 
towards the centre of the forehead. 
width n. 1 measurement or distance from side to 
side. 2 a large extent, 3 breadth or liberality of 
views etc. 4a strip of material of full woven width. 
[17th-century coinage] 0 widthways ad. width- 
wise adi. 
wield »./, 1 hold and use (a weapon or tool). 
2 exert or command (power etc.). [Old 
English] 0 wielder 2. 
Wiener schnitzel /vee-ner/ 2. a breaded. 
fried, and garnished schnitzel. 
wife 7. (p/. wives) a married woman esp. in rela- 
tion to her husband. [Old English wif ‘woman’] 
oO wifely ad). 
wig 7.» an artificial head of hair 
esp. to conceal baldness or as a 
disguise, or worn by a judge or 
barrister or as period dress. 
{abbreviation of — piaivic| 
Oo wigged ad. (also in 
comb.). wigless adj. 


wigeon 7. a dabbling duck a . 
with mainly reddish-brown * 


and grey plumage, the male 
having a whistling call. 
{perhaps of imitative origm 
and suggested by picton| 
wigging 7. Bril. 
reprimand. 
wiggle collog. @ v.inir, G tr, move or cause to move 
quickly from side to side etc. @ 7. an act of wiggling. 
[from Middle Dutch avggelen| o wiggler x. wiggly 
adj, (wigglier, wiggliest). 
wigwam 7. a N. American Indian’s domed hut or 
tent of skins, mats, or bark on poles; (loosely) a 
tepee. [from Algonquian rvzAieam “their house’| 
wild e adj. 1 (of an animal or plant) in its original 
natural state: not domesucated or culuvated. 2 not 
civilized; barbarous. 3 (of scenery etc.) having a 
conspicuously desolate appearance. 4 unrestrain- 
ed, disorderly. 5 a excited, frantic (weld with excite 
ment). b (ol looks ete.) mdicating distraction. 
¢ (foll. by about) collog, enthusiastically devoted to. 
6 collog. infuriated (makes me wild). 7 haphazard, 
ill-aimed, rash (a cev/d guess; a etld shot). 8 (of a card) 
having any rank chosen (the joker 1s wild). @ n. a wild 
tract. Gin the wild in an uncultivated etc. state. in 
or out in, the wilds col/og. far from normal habi- 
tation. [Old English] a wildish ad. wildly ad:. 
wildness i. 
wild card 7, 1 see wit adj. 8. 2 Computing a charac- 
ter that will match any character or sequence of 
characters in a file name etc. 3 Sport an cxtwa 
player or team chosen to enter a compeu- 
tion at the selectors’ discretion. 
wildcat en. 1 a hot-tempered 
or violent person. 2 < any of 
various smallish non-domesti- 
cated anunals of the cat family, 
esp. (usu. wild cat) Felis sylvestris 
of Eurasia and Africa, with a 
erey and black coat and a bushy 
tail. or (US) a bobcat. 3 an ex- 
ploratory oil well. @ adj. (altrib.) 
Lesp. USrecMess: financially 
unsound. 2. of a strike 
sudden and unolficial. 


WIG: 
LOTH-CLNIURYS 


collag. a MAN'S WIG 


WILD CAT: 
SCOTLISH WILD CNMI 


Felix sylvestris 


wildebeest 


wildebeest /wil-dé-beest/ n. (p/. same or wilde- 
beests) = cnc. [Afrikaans] 

wilderness 7. a desert: an uncultivated and unin- 
habited area. {Old English wi/déornes, from wild deo 
‘wild deer’] 

wildfire 7, 1 Aisi. a combustible liquid formerly 
used in warlare. 2 = wit-o'-1ah-wise, 

wildfowl n. (p/. same) (usu. in pl.) a game bird, esp. 
an aquatic one, & bUGK, WALLRIOW! 

wild-goose chase i. a foolish or hopeless and 
unproductive quest. 

wilding 7. (8 s/ang an instance of going on a violent 
rampage through the streets in a group. 

wildlife 1, wild animals collectively, 

wild oat 2. a grass, -lvena_ fatua, related to the culti- 
vated oat and tound as a weed in cornfields. 

wild rice ». any tall grass of the genus Jizania, 
yielding edible grains. & Gra 

wild silk n. 1 silk from wild silkworms. 
2 an imitation of this from short silk fibres. 

wild type 1. Genelics a strain or characteristic 
which prevails in natural conclitions, as distinct 
from an atypical mutant. 

Wild West x. the western US in a time of 
lawlessness in its carly history. 

wildwood 27. foe. uncultivated or untre- 
quented woodland. 

wile e 7. (usu. in pi.) a trick or cunning procedure. 
e vir (foll. by away, mio, etc.) lure or entice. 
[Middle English| 

wilful ad. (US willful) 1 of an action or state 
intentional, deliberate (ze i//ud murder, wilful neglect: 
wilful disobedience). 2 sol a person) obstinate, 
headstrong. [Middle English] o wilfully adi. 
wilfulness 7. 

wiliness sve \iiy. 

will! wan. & tr, 3rd sing. prevent will, past would 
(foll. by infin. without /o, or absol.; present and past 
only in use; 1 Gin the 2nd and 3rd persons, and 
often in the Ist: see stu) expressmg the future 
tense in statements, commands, or questions ( you 
well regret this, they will leave at once, will you go to 
the party?), 2 in the Ist person) expressing a wish or 
intention (1 wel return soon), 3 expressing desire, 
consent. or inclination (ze7// you have a sandwich: 
come when you will, the door will not open). 4 expressing 
a request as a question (url you please open the 
window?) 5 expressing ability or capacity the jar 
well hold a kilo. 6 expressing habitual or inevitable 
tendency accidents wall happen: will sit there for hours). 
7 expressing probability or expectation (/hat will 
be my wife, OD will do collog. expressing willingness to 
carry outa request. [Old Enelish] 


mw Usage See Usage Note at suvre. 


will? @ 7. 1 the faculty by which a person decides 
and initiates action ihe mind consivts uf the understand 
ing and the will. 2 also will-power) control 
exercised by deliberate purpose over impulse; self 
control fas a sting wills. 3a deliberate or fixed 
desire or intention .a@ «ill fo lie. & the power of 
effecting one’s dominating others, 
5 directions in legal form for the disposition of 
one’s property after death vnake one’s wills. 6 dis- 
position towards others good will. 7 avhatc what 
one desires or ordains Ay will he done, @ vie L have 
as the abject of one’s will (achat God wills: willed that 
we vhould succeed . 2 isugate or impel or compel by 
the exercise of will-power (ev/led hervelf into content 
ment). 3 bequeath by the terms of a wall (shall ead my 
money to charity. at will 1 whenever one pleases 
2 Lae able to be evicted without notice (enant al 
will), have one’s will obtain what one wants. 
with the best will in the world however good 
one’s mtentions. with a will energetically or reso- 
lutely. [Old Enehsh| a willed ad). (also in comb). 

willful (JS var of wits. 


willie var. of wits, 


Intentions or 


willies 71./)/, cullog. nervous discomlort lesp. giz¢ or get 
the elles). (1h-century coinage| 


Oat 


willing e adj. 1 ready to consent or undertake (a 
willing ally; am willing lo go). 2 given or done etc. by a 
willing person (zi/ling hands). @ n. cheerful intention 
vhow willing). G willingly adv. willingness n. 

will-o’-the-wisp 7. 1 a phosphorescent light seen 
on marshy ground, perhaps resulting from the 
combustion of gases. 2 an elusive person, 3 a delu- 

sive hope or plan. [originally 4 7// 
with the wisp; wisp: literally 

‘handful of (lighted) hay’ 
willow 7. 1 (also willow 
tree) <a tree or shrub of the 
genus Salix, growing usu. 
near water in temperate 
climates, with small flowers 
borne on catkins, and pliant 
branches. 2 a cricket bat. 
[Old Enelish| 

willowherb 1. any plant 
of the genus Epilobium 
tas 

willow-pattern 1). > a 

conventional design rep- 

resenting a Chinese 
scene, often with a willow 
tree. of blue on white 
porcelain, stoneware, or 
earthenware. 


\ 


catkin 


WILLOW: 
WHITE WELLOW 


Salix alba 


willow warbler 7. (also 

willow wren) a sinall wood- 

land bird, Phylloscupus trochilus, 
with a tunctul sone. 

willowy ad). 1 having or 
2 lithe and slender. 

will-power 1. var. of wii? 7. 2. 

willy 7. (also willie: ; p/. -ies: Brit. slang the penis. 
{pet form of the name FI i/ian] 

willy-nilly @ ad. whether one likes it or not. 
@ ad). cxisting or occurring willy-nilly. [later spelling 
of will Lill PT am willing, Tam unyilling | 

wilt @ vintz Toff a plant) wither. droop. 2 of ¢ 
person) lose one’s energy, @ 7. a plant discase caus- 
ing wiltme. [originally dialect] 


bordered by willows. 


wily «ad. (wilier, wiliest) crafty. cunning. G wilily 
ade. wiliness 7. 
wimp 7. collog. a feeble or ineffectual person. 
[20th-century comage| & wimpish ad. wimp- 
ishly ad. wimpishness 7). wimpy «d). 
wimple 1. a linen or silk headdress covering the 
neck and the sides of the lace, formerly worn by 
women and still worn by some nuns. [Old English} 
win @ % (winning: past and pas! part. won 
1 fr: acquire or secure as a result of a contest, bet, 
liugation, or some other effort (zor some money, won 
my admiration. 2 tr be victorious in (a fight etc.). 
3 inh. a hoe the victor eho won’). b loll. by trough, 
free. etc.) make one’s way or hecome by successful 
efor. 4 tf reach by effort (in the summit). 
5 f@ obtain yore) from a mine, @ 7. a victory in a 
gaine, contest, bet, etc. 0 win over persuade, gain 
the support of. win through or out, overcome 
obstacles. you can’t win collog. there is no way to 
succeed. [Old English zeman ‘to toil, endure’ 
Oo winnable «ci. 

wince e@ 7, a start or involuntary shrinking move- 
ment showing pain or distress. @ @it vive a winee. 
[from Old Froneh guenchir “to turn aside’] Oo win- 
cingly ari. 

winceyette #7. Bri. a lightweight napped flannelette 
used esp. lor mghtclothes. 

winch e 7. 1 the crank of a wheel or axle. 
2 a windlass, @ vf. Lilt with a winch. [Old English] 
oO wincher 1. 

Winchester 1. fof). a breech-loading repeating 
rifle. [named after O. Fo Hinchester, 1810 80. US 
manulicturer of the rifle 

wind! /\ind/ @ 1. 1 a air in more or less rapid 
natural mouon, esp. between areas of high and low 
pressure. b a current of wind blowing trom a speci- 
fied direction or otherwise defined worth wind: 


WILLOW-PATTERN 
PLATE 


windlass 


contrary wind ). 2 a breath as needed in physical exer- 
tion or in speech. b the power of breathing without 
difficulty (let me recover my wind). 3 mere empty 
words; meaningless rhetoric. 4 flatulence. 5 the 
wind instruments of an oythestra collectively. 
> woopwinh, @ vf: 1 exhaust the wind of by exertion 
or a blow. 2 renew the wind of by rest (stopped to 
wind the horses). 3 Bri. make (a baby) bring up wind 
alter feecling, 4 detect the presence of by a scent. 
5 (past and pas! part. winded or wound) poet. 
sound (a bugle or call) by blowing. 0 close to (or 
near) the wind 1 sailing as nearly against the 
wind as is consistent with using its force, 2 collog. 
verging on indecency or dishonesty: get wind of 
colloy. 1 smell out, 2 hear a rumour of. get (or 
have, the wind up collog. be alarmed or frighten- 
ed. how (or which way) the wind blows (or 
lies) 1 what the state of opinion is. 
2 what developments are likely. in 
the wind happening or about 
to happen. like the wind 
swiftly. put the wind up 
collog. alarm or frighten. 
take the wind out of a 
person’s sails frustrate a 
person by anticipating an 
action or remark etc. to the 
winds (or four winds) 1 in 
all directions. 2 into a state of 
abandonment or neglect. [Old 
English] 0 windless ad). 
wind? /wynd/ e@ &. (past and pas! 
part. wound /wownd/) 1 inf: go in 
a circular. spiral. curved, or crooked course (a zeund- 
ing staircase). 2 tr. make (one’s way) by such a course 
re ‘ind your way up lo bed ). 3 tr. wrap closely (zound the 
blanket round me). 4 a tr, turn (wool, thread, etc.) 
around a thing or itself to produce a compact mass 
(wound cotton on a reel). b int. coil (the creeper winds 
round the pole), 5 t wind up (a clock ete.). 6 i draw 
with a windlass etc. @ 2. 1 a bend or turn in a 
course. 2 a single ttrn when winding. 0 wind 
down 1 lower by winding. 2 (of a mechanism) 
unwind. 3 (of a person) relax. 4 draw gradually to 
a close. wind up 1 goil the whole of (a piece of 
string etc.). 2 esp. Br. tighten the coiled spring of 
ya clock etc.). 3. collog, a increase the tension of 
tound myself up to ferdr pitch). b irritate or provoke to 
the point of anger. 4 end (ieound up hiv speech). 
5 Commerce a arrange the affairs of and dissolve (a 
company). b (of a company) cease business and go 
into liquidation, 6 cal/og. end in a specified state or 
circumstance ( you // eid up in prison). [Old English] 
0 winder 7. 


windhbag 7. co//og. a person who talks a lot but says 


little of any value. 


windbreak ». a thing serving to break the force of 


the ind. 
windburn ». inflammation of the skin caused by 
exposure to the wind. 
windcheater 7. Bril, a kind of wind-resistant 
outer jacket with close-fiting neck, cuffs, and 
lower edge. 
wind chill ». 


surface, 


the cooling effect of wind on a 


windfall 1. 1 an apple or other fruit blown to the 
ground by the wind. 2 a piece of uncxpected good 
fortune. 

windfall tax 7, (also windfall profits tax) a tax 
levied on an unexpectedly large profit, esp. one 
regarded to be excessive or unfairly obtained. 

wind farm 1. a group of energy-producing wind- 
milly or wind turbines. 

windflower 1. an anemone. 

winding-sheet /wynd-ing-/ 7, a shroud. 

wind instrument 7. a musical instrument in 
which sound is produced by a current of air, esp. 
the breath. & pe vss. woobwIND 

windlass /wind-las/ e 7. a machine with a hori- 
zontal axle for hauling or hoisting, @ 7./; hoist o1 
haul with a windlass. [from Old Norse vandéss] 


lane i fantail 
large 
S a] . 
a) 
satl 
mechanism — 
top cap 
louvre- 
board large hopper 
directing grain 
to grindstone 
grindstone 
balcony 
living 
quarters 
entrance .— 
WINDMILL: MODEL OF \N EARLY 


19TH-CENTURY BRITISH WINDMILL 


windmill e 7. 1 Aa mill worked by the action of the 
wind on its sails. 2 esp. Bri. a toy consisting of a 
stick with curved vanes attached that revolve in a 
win. @ v4 & int. move like the sails of a windmill. 

window 1. 1 a® an opening in a wall, roof, vehicle, 
etc., usu. with glass in fixed, sliding, or hinged 
frames, to admit light or air etc. and allow the occu- 
pants to see out. b the glass filling this opening 
(have broken the window). 2 a space for display behind 
the front window of a shop. 3 an aperture in a wall 
etc. through which customers are served in a bank. 
ticket office, etc. 4 an opportunity to observe or 
learn. 5 an opening or transparent part in an envel- 
ope to show an address. 6 Computing a defined area 
on a display screen in which a part of a file or 
image can be displayed. 7 any interval or oppor- 
tunity for action. [from Old Norse vindauga] 
O windowed «dj. (also in comb.). windowless ad). 

window box 7. a box placed on an outside window 
sill for growing flowers. ; 

window dressing 7. 1 the art of arranging a 
display in a shop window ete. 2 an adroit presenta- 
tion of facts ete. to give a deceptively favourable 
impression. 

window frame 7. a supporting frame for the glass 
of a window. > sist Winpow, WINDOW 

windowing 1. Computing the use of windows for the 
simultaneous display of parts of different files. 
images, etc. 

window ledge ”. sill below a window. 

window pane 7. a pane of glass in a window. 

window seat 1. 1 a seat below a window, esp. in a 
bay or alcove. 2 a seat next to a window in an 
aircraft, tram, etc. 

window-shop 7.7/7. (-shopped, -shopping) (esp. 
as window-shopping 7.) look at goods displayec| 
in shop windows, usu. without buying anything. 
co window-shopper 7. 

windpipe 7. the air passage from the throat to the 
lungs; the trachea. > RESPIRATION 

windscreen ». Bri. a screen of glass at the front of 
a motor vehicle. > car 

windscreen wiper 7. a device consisting of a 
rubber blade on an arm, moving m an arc, for 
keeping a winclscreen clear of rain etc. 

wind shear 7. a variauon in wind velocity at right 
angles to the wind’s direction. 

windshield n. .\. Amer = winpsc.ntin. 


WINDOW 


Originally used by the ancient Romans, 
glazed windows were rare until the Middle 
Ages, when glass became more available. As 
a result, the size of windows grew, so that by 
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windsock n. a canvas cylinder or cone on a mast to 
show the direction of the wind at an arrfield ete. 

Windsor chair 7. a wooden dining chair with a 
semieircular back supported by upright rods. 

windstorm 7. esp. .\. Amer. a storm with very strong 
wind but little or no rain, snow, etc.: a gale. 

windsurfing 1. ¥ the sport of riding on water on a 
sailboard. 0 windsurf «7/7. windsurfer 7. 

windswept adj. exposed to or swept back by the 
wind. 

wind tunnel 7. a tunnel-like device to blow an 


WINDSURFING 


Windsurfing uses the wind’s energy as a driving 
force. Windsurfers stand on a board, and steer by 
controlling the position of the boom. Beginners can 
use a funboard, but experienced slalom racers and 
speed windsurfers often have a custom-built board. 
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FEATURES OF A LATE-VICGTORIAN WINDOW 


windy 


the Renaissance period they were quite 
large. Buildings can often be dated by their 
windows: the segmental head of the window 
below is distinctive of the Victorian period. 


casement window casement fastener 


extrados 


intradas 


transom 


border 


saddle-bar 


rectangular 
quarrel 


past 


mullion \ ovolo moulding 


airstream past models of aircraft ete. for the study 
of wind effects on them. 

wind-up /wynd-up/ 7. 1 alin. operated by being 
wound up. 2 Brit. collog. an attempt to provoke 
someone, 

windward e ad). & adv. on the side from which the 
wind is blowing (opp. Lui yrp). @ 7. the windward 
region, side, or direction (fo windward). 

windy «adj. (windier, windiest) 1 stormy with 
wind (a windy nighl). 2 exposed to the wind; 
windswept (a windy plain). 3 Brit. generating or 


ABET VR sy (Oi 
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ballen 


mast inside 
sail sleeve 


aindon 


boom welsuil 


mast 
fool 


towing / 
ee board 
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wine 


suffering from flatulence. 4 Brit. collog. nervous, 
frightened. 0 windiness 7. 

wine @ x. 1 fermented grape juice as an alcoholic 
drink, & vinnteyion. 2 a similar drink made from 
other fruits etc. as specified (elderberry wine, ginger 
wine). 3 = wint. RL. @ Ute entertain to wine. O wine 
and dine entertain to or have a meal with wine. 
[Old English] 

wine bar 1. a bar or small restaurant where wine is 
the main drink available. 

wine bottle 7. a glass bottle for wine, the standard 
size holding 75 cl or 26 ’ : fl.oz. 

wine box 7. a square carton of wine with a dispens- 
ing tap. 

wine cellar 7. 1 a cellar for storing wine. 2 the 
contents of this. 

wineglass 7). 1 a glass for wine, usu. with a stem 
and foot. 2 a wincglassful. 

wineglassful 1. ( //. -fuls) 1 the capacity of a small 
wincelass as a measure of liquid, about 2 fl. oz. 
2 the contents of a wincelass. 

wine-grower 7. a cultivator of grapes for wine. 

wine list 7. a list of wines available in a restaurant 
Clits 

winepress 71. 2 press In which grapes are squeczed 
im making wine. 

wine red e #. the dark red colour of 
@ adj. (hyphenated when atid) of this colour. 


red wine. 


winery /wyn-¢-ri/ 7. (//. -1es) esp. CS an estab- 
lishinent where wine is made. 

wineskin 2). a whole skin of a goat etc. sewn up and 
used to hold wine. 

wine tasting 1. 1 judging the quality of wine by 
tasting it. 2 an occasion for this. O wine taster 

wine vinegar 7, vinegar made from wine as 
distinct from malt. 

wine waiter 1). 
serving wine, 


Brit. a waiter responsible {or 


winey adj. (also winy:' winier, winiest) rescim- 
bling wine in (aste or appearance. 

wing e 7. Leach of the hmibs or organs by which a 
bird, bat, or insect is able to fly. | 
iInsicl. 2 W a rigid horizontal wingelike structure 
forming a supporting part of an aircraft, > wWinRon, 
WRORMT. DELEV wing. 3 part of a building ete. which 
projects or is extended ina certain direction (faved in 
the north wing). 4 a a lorward player at either end of 
a dime in football, hockey. etc. b the side part of a 
playing area. 3 (in pl, the sides of a theatre 
out of view of the aucience. & tinvk. 6 a section 
of a political party in terms of the extremity of its 


> BAT. BIRD, ULALHER. 


views. 7 a flank of a battle array. 8 Bri. the part of 


a motor vehicle extending above a wheel. @ &. 1 itr 
& Ir twavel or traverse on wings or in an aircrati 
ninaing through the ary am winging my way home) 
2 f. wound in a wing or an arm. 3 ¢, enable to fly; 
send in flight « fear winged my sleps: winged an arrow 
lowads then). on the wing flying or in 
flight. spread one’s wings clevelop 
one’s powers fully, take under one’s 
wing treat as a protege. [from Old 
Norse] O winged adj. alsa in al 
wingless ad). winglet 

n. winglike ad). 


faring 


comb, ,. 
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wing-beat 7, one complete set of motions 
with a wing in flying. 

wing-case 7. the horny cover of an insect’s 
wing, > INSLO | 

wing collar 7. a high stiff shirt collar 
with turned-down corners. 

wing commander 7. an RAF officer 
next below group captain. 

winger 7. 1 a player on a wing in football, 
hockey, ete. 2 (in comb.) a member of a speci- 
fied political wing (/e//-wunger). 

wing nut 7. a nut with projections for the 
fingers (o turn it on a screw. 

wingspan 7. (also wingspread) the measurement 
right across the wings of a bird or aircratt. 

wink ev. 1 a /: closc and open (one eye or both eyes) 
quickly. b int: close and open an eye. 2 intr (often 
foll. by af) wink one eye as a signal of friendship or 
erecting or to convey a message (o a person, 
3 intr (of a light ete.) shine or flash intermittently, 
e@ 7. 1 the act or an instance of winking, 2 collog. a 
brief moment of sleep (didn't sleep a wink), [Old 
English] 


winkle e 7. any edible marine gastropod molluse of 
the genus Lifforina: a periwinkle. & c \s1kOvOD. @ ¢./% 
doll. by oul) esp. Brit. extract or eject (cemkled the 
information oul of them). {abbreviation of PLRIWINKL] 

winner 7. 1 a person, racehorse, etc. that wins. 
2 colloy. a successhil or highly promising idea. 
CNLEPprisc, ete. 

winning @ (dj. 1 having or bringing victory or an 
advantage. 2 attractive, persuasive (@ cing vnile: 
reinning wayy,. @ n. (in pl.) money won, esp. in betting 
etc. winningly ade: 

winning post 7”. a post marking the end of a race. 

winnow i./). 1 blow ‘grain: free of chaff ete. by an 
air current. 2 y (loll. by oul, away, from, etc., get rid 
of (chaff etc.) from grain. 3 sift, separate. [Old 
English] OQ winnower 1. (in scnses 1, 2). 


WINNOW: SEPARATING 
CHAD FROM GRAIN BY HAND 


wino /wyn-ob/ 2. ( f/. -os) slang a habitual exces- 
sive drinker of cheap wine. 
winsome ad). (of a person, looks. or manner 
winning. attracuve. engaging. [Old Enelish| 
Oo winsomely ac. winsomeness /! 
winter @ 7. 1 the coldest season of the 
2 .dstron. the period trom the winter 
solstice to the vernal equinox. 3 (al/7h,, charactcris- 
tic of or suitable for winter, @ & La. fusu. foll. by 
al, ay pass the winter likey lo winter in the Canaries) 
2 ir keep or feed yplants, catde) during winter, [Old 
English] G winterer 17 


Veat: 
CB osbason, 


winter aconite sco owl 


WINTERGREEN 
(Gaultheria procumbens) 


wire-haired 


winter garden 7. a garden or conserva- 

tory of plants flourishing in winter. 
wintergreen 7. 1 a low-growing 
plant of the genus Pyrola, with 
drooping spikes,df white bell-shaped 
flowers. 2 .V. Amer < a creeping 
evergreen shrub, Gaulthera procum- 
bens. [so called because of remaining 

green in winter] 

winter heliotrope see HiLiorkorr 2. 

winterize 1/7, (also -ise) esp. \. Amer. 

adapt for operation or use in cold 

weather. 0 winterization 1. 

winter jasmine 7. a jasmine, 
Jasminum nudiflorum, with yellow flowers. 

winter quarters 7. a place where soldiers spend 
the winter. 

winter sleep 7. hibernation. 

winter solstice 7. the solstice at midwinter, 
about 22 Dec. in the northern hemisphere and 21 
June in the southern hemisphere; in Asvron., the 
solstice in December. 

winter sports 7.//. sports performed on snow or 
ice (e.g. skiing and ice-skating). 

wintertime 7. the season of winter. 

wintry adj. (also wintery) (wintrier, wintriest) 
I characteristic of winter (wan/ry weather, a wintry sun, 
a wintry landscape}. 2 (of a smile, greeting, etc.) 
lacking warmth or enthusiasm. 0 wintrily adv. 
wintriness 1. 

winy var. of wiNcy. 

wipe e 7/7, 1 clean or dry the surface of by rubbing 
with the hands or a cloth etc. 2 rub (a cloth) over 
a surface. 3 spread (a liquid etc.) over a surface 
by rubbing. 4 (often foll. by away, off, etc.) clear or 
remove by wiping. 5 a erase (data, a recording, etc., 
from a inagnetic medium). b erase data from 
(the medium). @ x. 1 an act of wiping (give the 
floor a wipe). 2 a disposable piece of treated cloth or 
paper for wiping (antieptic wipes). O wipe down 
clean (esp. a vertical Surface) by wiping, wipe the 
floor with collog. inflict a humiliating defeat on. 
wipe out desiroy, annihilate. wipe the slate 
clean see si.\tl. wipe up 1 Sril. dry (dishes etc.). 
2 take up (a liquid ete.) by wiping. [Old English] 
a wipeable ad). a 

wipe-out 7. 1 the obliteration of one radio signal 
by another. 2 an instance of destruction or annihi- 
lauion. 3 s/ang a fall from a surflooard. 

wiper 71. = WINDSCRILN WIPLR. 

wire @ 7. 1 metal drawn out into a thread or thin 
flexible rod. 2 a piece of this. 3 (attrib) made of 
wire. @ w/z, 1 provide, fasten, strengthen, ete., with 
wire. 2 (often foll. by up) Elect. install electrical 
circuits In (a building, piece of equipment, ete.). 
O get one’s wires crossed become confused and 
have a misunderstanding. [Old English] 

wire brush 7. 1 a brush with tough wire bristles. 
2 a brush with wire strands brushed against 
cymbals to produce a soft metallic sound. 

wired adj. collog. 1 making use of information tech- 
nology to relay information, esp. via the Internet. 
2 (usu. predic.) a ina nervous or tense state. b under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

wire-haired adj. ¥ \esp. of a dog) 
wiry hair. 


having suff or 


wary han 


WIRE-HAIRED & 
HON PRICIER 


wireless 


wireless @ 7. 1 esp. Brit. a (in full wireless set) a 
radio receiving set. > ram. b the transmission and 
reception of radio signals. 2 = RAbIO-reELEGRAPHY. 
@ ad). lacking or not requiring wires. 
uw Usage The term wireless is now old-fashioned, 
esp. with reference to broadcasting, and has been 
superseded by radio. 


wire netting 7. netting of meshed wire. 

wire stripper 7. (often in /.) a tool for removing 
the insulation from electric wires. 

wire-tapping 7. the practice of tapping (see mv" z 
4) a telephone or telegraph line to eavesdrop. 

wire wheel 7. a vehicle wheel with spokes of 
wire. 

wire wool 7. Bri/. a mass of fine wire for cleaning. 

wireworm n. the larva of the click beetle causing 
damage to crop plants. 

wiring 7. a system of wires providing clectrical 
circults, 

wiry ad. (wirier, wiriest) 1 tough and flexible as 
wire. 2 (of a person) thin and sinewy; untiring. 

wisdom 7. 1 experience and knowledge together 
with the power of applying them. 2 prudence; 
common sense. 3 (also in fl.) wise sayings, 
thoughts, ete. [Old English] 

wisdom tooth 7. each of four hindmost molars 
not usu. cul before 20 years of age. > MoLAR, TOOTH 

wise! e «dj. 1 having, determined by, or showimg 
wisdom, 2 prudent, sensible. 3 having knowledge. 
4 suggestive of wisdom (a wese nod). 5 US collog. 
(often foll. by do) having (usu. confidential) mfor- 
mation (about). @ viz @ inér. (foll. by up) esp. US 
collog. put or get wise. O be (or get) wise to collog. 
be (or become) aware of. ne ‘or none the or not 
much) wiser knowing no more than before. put 
a person wise (often foll. by fo) collog. inform a 
person (about). [Old English] o wisely ade. 

wise? n. archaic way, manncr, or degree (on this wise) 
din no wise not at all. [Old English] 

-wise juffix forming adjectives and adverbs ol 
manner (crosswise; clockwise; lengthieise) or respect 
(moneywirse) (cf. -ways). 


mu Usage The use of -z%¢ in more fanciful phrase- 
based combinations, such as employment worse 
(= as regards employment), is colloquial and 


\ 


should be restricted to informal contexts. 


wiseacre v7. a person with an affectation of wisdom 
or knowledge. [Dutch wysseggher ‘soothsayer | 
wisecrack co/log. @ n. a smart pithy remark. @ 7.wilr 
make a wisecrack. 0 wisecracker 1. 
wise guy 2. collog. a know-all. 
wish e ~. 1 imir (often foll. by fo 
have or express a desire or aspiration 
A for. 2 i {often foll. by an implied 
F thal + clause, or thai + clause} have as 
a desire or aspiration (7 wish T could 
sing). 3 tr. want or demand, usu. so as 
to bring about what is wanted (/ 
wish to g IT wish you to do it 
4 i express one’s hopes for 


se wishbone 


aoe (zersh pou success). 5 tf (foll. by 
on, upon) collog. foist on a per- 
J . son, @”. laa desire, request. 


or aspiration. b an expression 
of this. 2 a thing desired. 
o best jor good) wishes 
hopes felt or expressecl for 
another’s happiness ete. [Old 
English] G wisher 7. (in 
I sense + of 2): (also in comb.) 

wishbone 7. << a forke: 
_ bone hetween the neck and 
. ‘ breast of a bird. esp. this 
p bone from a cooked bird. 
which when broken by two 
people entitles the holder ol 
the longer portion to make a 
wish. 


» 


WISHBONE [N 
[SIS Te PN 
OF A PENGUIN 


wishful adj. 1 (ofien foll. by fo + infin.) desiring, 
wishing, 2 having or expressing a wish. 0 wish- 
fully adv. wishfulness 7. 

wish-fulfilment 7. a tendency for subconscious 
desire to be satisfied in fantasy. 

wishful thinking 2. belief founded on wishes 
rather than facts. 

wishing-well 7. a well into which coins are 
dropped and a wish is made. 

wish-list 7. a mental list of wishes or clesires. 

wishy-washy adj. 1 feeble or insipid in quality or 
character. 2 (of tea, soup, etc.) weak, watery. 

wisp 7. 1 a small bundle or twist of straw ete. 
2 a small separate quantity of smoke, hair, etc, 
[Middle English] 0 wispy adj. (wispier, wispi- 
est). wispily ad. wispiness 2. 

wisteria /wis-teer-ii/ n. (also wistaria /wis-tair- 
ia/) W any chmbing shrub of the genus Wisteria, 
with hanging pale bluish-lilac, sometimes white, 
flowers. [named after C. Wistar (or Wister), Ameri- 
can anatomist, 1761 1818] 


WISTERIA 
(WHisterra floribunda) 


€ 


wistful adj. (of a person, looks, etc.) yearningly o1 
mournfully expectant or wishful. O wistfully ad 
wistfulness 7 

wit! 7. 1 (in sing. or pl.) intelligence; quick under- 
standing. 2 a the unexpected, quick, and humorous 
combining or contrasting of ideas or expressions 
(conversation sparkling with wil). b the power of giving 
intellectual pleasure by this. 3 a person possessing 
such a power. 0 at one’s wit’s (or wits’) end 
utterly at a loss or in despair. have (or keep, one’s 
wits about one be alert or vigilant or of lively 
intelligence. live by one’s wits live by ingenious 
or crafty expedients, without a settled occupation. 
out of one’s wits mad, distracted. [Old English] 

wit? ¢, 0 to wit that is to say; namely. [Old English] 

witche 7. 1 aa sorcecress, esp. a woman supposed ta 
have dealings with the Devil o1 evil spirits 
b a follower or practitoner of modern witchcraft: 
a Wiccan. 2 an ugly old woman; a hav. @ v.tr archan 
L bewitch. 2 fascinate, charm, lure. [Old English| 
0 witching adj. witchlike ad. witchy ad) 

witchcraft 7. the use of magic: sorcery. 

witch doctor 7. a tribal magician of tribal people. 

witch elm var. of wv ti Lin. 

witchery 7. witcheralt. 

witches’ sabbath sce sveaviii 3. 

witch hazel ». (also wych hazel 
1 any ornamental bb. Asian 
or American shrub of the 


genus Hamamelis, with 
vellow to orange flowers. 
2 an astringent lotion 


obtained from AH, vrem- 
wana of N. America 
[hased on wich, variant 
of wych (see wycu 1:1 51)| 


WITCH HAZEL 
Hamamelis x intermedia 


withstand 


witch-hunt 7. I /isi. a search for and persecution o! 
supposed witches. 2 a campaign directed against a 
particular group of those holding dissenting o1 
unorthodox views. 0 witch-hunting ». 

with prep. expressing: 1 an instrument or means 
used (cul with a knife). 2 association or company (/ives 
with his mother; lamb with mint sauce). 3 cause or origin 
(shwer with fear). 4 possession, attribution (he man 
with dark hair). 5 circumstances; accompanying 
conditions (sleep with the window open). 6 manner 
adopted or displayed (behaved with dignity; won with 
ease). 7 agrecment or harmony (sympathize with). 
8 disagreement, antagonism, competition (stop 
arguing with me). 9 responsibility for (the decascon rests 
wilh you). 10 reference or regard (be patient with them, 
how are things with you’). O away (or in or out ctc.) 
with (as ini.) take, send, or put (a person or thing) 
away, in, out, etc. be with a person 1 agree with 
and support a person. 2 collog. follow a person’s 
meaning (ave you with me?). with that thereupon. 
[Old English] 

withdraw ». (fast withdrew; pas! part. with- 
drawn) | /y, pull or take aside or back. 2 #7 discon- 
tinue, cancel, retract (wehdrew my support). 
3 tr remove; take away (cwvthdrew the child from 
school). 4 i: take (money) out of an account. 5 intr, 
move away or back. 6 if, (as withdrawn ad).) 
abnormally shy and unsociable. [Middle English] 

withdrawal 7. 1 the act or an instance of with- 
drawing or being withdrawn. 2 a process of ceasing 
to take addictive drugs. 3 = conus INTLRRUPIUS. 

wither vw lf @& intr (often foll. by up) make or 
become dry and shrivellecl. 2  G imix (often foll. by 
away) deprive of or lose vigour or freshness. 3 é (as 
withering adj.) scornful (a withering look), {Micldle 
English] o witheringly adv 

withers 7/.//. ¥ the ridge between a horse’s shoulder 
blades. [shortening of wudersome (1 6th c.) from weder- 

‘against’, as the part that resists the 

strain of the collar] 


euthe rs 


WITHERS ON 
\ MORGAN 
HORSI 


withershins var. of wippirsuis. 

withhold ¢./7, | fpas/ and pas/ part. -held) 1 rcfuse to 
give, grant, or allow (zei/hhold one’s consent). 2 hold 
back; restrain. [Middle English] 

within e ad. archaic or literary 1 inside. 2 indoors 
3 in spirit ymake me pure within). @ prep. 1 inside; en- 
closed or contained by, 2 a not beyond or exeeed- 
ing (zifhin one’, means). b not transgressing \wethin the 
law’). 3 not further off than (within three miles of a 
vation; within ten days). Q within reach (or sight) of 
near enough to be reachecl or seen. [Old Enelish| 

with it adj. collog. (ayphenated when atlfrib.) up to 
date: conversant with modern ideas et 

without e@ fre). 1 not having, feeling, or showing, 
2 with freedom from \etthoul fear). 3 in the absence 

of tcannol five without yous, 4 with neglect or avoid- 


ance of (do not leave withoul tlling me archan 
outsick reahout the city wall. @ adv. anhan or 
literary outside seen from without), Q without 


end infinite, eternal. [Old English| 


mw Usage The use of 
Do not leave without you te 


whol as a con... AS 


mes Non-standard, 


withstand 7/7. ; pas/ 
resist. hold) out agamst 


[Old English, prefixed by z 


and past pail -stood 
person, force 


‘agamst | 


W 


witless 


witless adj. 1 lacking wits; foolish, stupid. 2 crazy. 
Oo witlessly ad:. witlessness pn. 

witness e@ 7. 1 a person present al some event and 
able to give information about it (cf ryewirness). 
2 a a person giving sworn testimony. b a person 
attesting another’s signature to a document. 3 (foll. 
by fo, of) a person or thing whose existence, concli- 
tion, etc., attests or proves something (ts a living 
zeviness to their generosity). 4 testimony, evidence, 
confirmation. @ 2/7 1 be a witness of (an event etc.). 
2 be witness to the authenticity of (a document or 
signature). 3 serve as evidence or an indication of. 
4 (as imper) introducing an wWustration of the 
preceding statement {he ts a fine musician: witness his 
performance last weck). D bear witness to I attest the 
truth of. 2 state one’s belief in, [Old English] 

witness box 7. (‘5 witness-stand, an cnclosure 
in a law court from which witnesses give evidence. 

witter vini, (often foll. by on) Bri. collog. speak 
teciously on trivial matters. [19th-century coinage| 

witticism 7. a witty remark. [coined by Dryden 
(1677) from wit | 

witting ad. 1 aware. 2 
English] 0 wittingly adc. 

witty adj. ‘wittier, wittiest) showing esp. verbal 
wit. O wittily ad:, wittiness 7. 

wives pil. of itt. 


intenUonal, 


[Middle 


wiz var. of weiss 1. 2. 

wizard e 7. 1 a sorcerer; a Mayician. 
2 a genius. @ ad. esp. Brit. archaw slang 
wonderful, excellent. {Middle English, 
based on west!) oO wizardly adj. 
wizardry /. 

wizened /wiz-énd/ ad). (also wizen) (of a person 
or lace ete.) shrivelled-looking, [literally ~shrivelled’: 
Old English wanan ‘to shrivel] 


Rae 


wk. abbr. week. 

WLT™  ahdy, would like to mect. 

WNW ahd. west-north-west. 

WO «abby. Warrant Officer. 

wo trl, = WHOA. 

woad 7. 1 a cruciferous plant, /salis linctoria, yielding 
a blue dye. 2 this clye. [Old English] 

wobble e ». 1 a tir. sway or vibrate unsteadily from 
side to side. b #: cause to do this. 2 i; stand or go 
unsteadily. 3 intr, waver, vacillate. 4 intr of the voice 
or sound: quaver. pulsate. @ 7. 1a wobbling move- 
ment. 2 an instance of wobbling, [related to wii 
and ww1x] G wobbler 7. 

wobbly e ad). wobblier. wobbliest; 1 wobbling 
or tending to wobble. 2 wavy (@ wobbly line; 3 weak 
after illness ( feeling wobbly, 4 wavering, insecure 
the UNAUY HAY U ably), @ n. fin phr. throw a 
wobbly Bri/. :v/log. have a fit of nerves or temper. 
a wobbliness 1, 

woe 1. archaic or llcray 1 allliction, bitter grief: 
distress. 2. in p/i calamities. troubles. o woe betide 
there will be unfortunate cousequences for (eve 
hetide you if you ae fate. (Old English] 

woebegone ad). cismal-looking. [literally “beset 
with woe: from Old English Acgan “to beset] 

woeful adj, 1 sorrowtul. 2 causing sorrow or afflic- 
tion. 3 very bad weoeful iqnoraner). O woefully adi: 
woefulness 1. 

wog 7). Bril. slang afjens. a forcigner. esp. a non-white 
one. [20th-century coinage | 

wok n. ¥ a bowl-shaped frying pan used in esp. 
Chinese cookery. (Cantonesc] 


chopstick —— 


honl 


Women’s Institute 


woke past of wakr. wolverine 7. a heavily built short-legged carnivo- 
woken past part. of wake’. rous mammal with a long brown coat and a bushy 
! tail, native to northern tundra and forests. 


wold x. a piece of high open uncultivated 
land or moor, [Old English] 

wolf e x. (pi. wolves) 1 > a 
wild flesh-eating tawny-grey 
mammal, Canis lupus, related 
to the dog. 2 collog. a man 
given to seducing women. 
@ vt (ofien foll. by dow) 
devour (food) greedily. 
0 cry wolf raise re- 
peated false alarms (so 
that a genume one is 
disregarded). keep the 
wolf from the door 
avert hunger or starvation. 
[Old English] 0 wolfish 
adj. wolfishly adv. wolflike 
adj. & adr. 

wolfhound 1. ¥ any of several breecls of large dog 

originally bred to hunt wolves. 


[formed obscurely from wolv-, pl. 
stem of wor] 
wolves pi. of wour, 
woman /,, (//. women) 
1 an adult human 
female. 2 the female 
sex; any or an average 
woman. 3 collog. a 
wife or female sexual 
partner. [Old English] 
0 womanliness 27. 
womanly ad). 
womanhood 7. I female 
maturity. 2 womanly instinct. 
3 womankind. 
womanish adj. usu. derog. 1 (of a 
man) effeminate, unmanly. 2 suitable to 
or characteristic of a woman. 
womanize winir (also -ise) chase after women; 
philander. 0 womanizer 7. 
womankind 7. women in general. 
womb 7. 1 the organ of conception and gestation in 
a woman and other female mammals; the uterus. 
, D> REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS. 2 a place of origination and 
development. [Old English] o womb-like 
adj. 
a Ps ~~ wombat 7, any burrowing plant-eating 
. 3 Australian marsupial of the family Vombati- 
dae. & marsuptac, [Aboriginal] 
women f/, of woman. 
womenfolk 7. 1 women in general. 2 the women in 
a family. 
Women’s Institute 7. an organization of women, 
esp. in rural areas, who meet regularly and partici- 
pate in crafts, cultural activities, etc, 


WOLF: GREY WOLF 
(Canis lupus) 


WOLFHOUND 


wolfram 1. 1 tungsten. 2 tungsten ore. [German] 

wolf whistle e 7. a whistle made to indicate sexual 
admiration. @ cintr (wolf-whistle; make a wolf 
whistle. 


N 


WOOD ‘ 


vapreood — 


heartivood 


Wood may be divided into two groups ~ hard- 
wood from broadleaved trees and softwood 

from conifers. These terms can be misleading, 
however; yew for example, is classed as a softwood, 
yet itis as hard as oak. Different woods have different 
qualities, and are therefore put to different uses: larch 
is cheap and tough; iroko resists decay in the damp: 
ash is a great shock absorber; while oak is one of the 
most durable of woods. Mahogany and walnut are 
valued for their beautiful gram and rich colour. 


bark 


CROSS-SECTION OF .\ 
YEW TREE BRANCH 


cambium area of 


slow growth 


area of ' 
rapid growth 


EXAMPLES OF WOOD 


SOFTWOOD 


HARDWOOD 


yu\y CHERRY MAHOGANY WALNUT 


IARC UL [ROKO 


O\NK \SH 


women’s lib 


women’s lib 7. collog. - 
O women’s libber vn. 

women’s liberation 7. the liberation of women 
from inequalities and subservient status in relation 
{o men. 

women’s rights 7.)/. rights that promote 
a position of legal and social equality of 
women with men. 

won past and past part. of win. 

wonder e 7. 1 surprise mingled with admir- 
ation or curiosity. 2 a strange or remarkable 
person or thing, event, etc. 3 (attrib) having 
marvellous properties etc. (@ wonder drug). 
ev 1 intr. (often foll. by at, or to + infin.) be filled 
with wonder or great surprise. 2 fr (foll. by thal 
+ clause) be surprised to find. 3 ¢ desire or be curi- 
ous to know (J wonder what the time ts). 4 ix, expressing 
a tentative enquiry (J wonder whether you would 
mind?). Q 1 wonder | very much doubt it. no (or 
small, wonder (ofien foll. by that + clause) one 
cannot be surprised. work (or do) wonders 
1 do miracles. 2 succeed remarkably, [Old English] 
O wonderer 1. 

wonderful ad. 1 very remarkable or admir- 
able. 2 arousing wonder. 0 wonderfully 
adv. wonderfulness 7. 

wonderland 7. 1 a fairyland. 2 a land 
of surprises or marvels. 


WOMEN'S LIBERATION, 


wonderment 7. surprise, awe. 

wondrous foe. @ «ad. wonderful. 
e@ adv. wonderfully (ceondrous kind ). 
jalteration of obsolete wonders ‘of 
wonder |G wondrously adv. 

wonky adj. (wonkier, wonkiest) Sr/. 
slang 1 crooked, off-centre, askew. 
2 loose, unsteady. [fanciful formation] 
oO wonkily adv. wonkiness 7. 

wont /wohnt/ @ predic.adj. (foll. by to 
+ infin.) archaw or literary accustomed 
(as we were wont to say). @ n. formal or joc, what is 
customary, one’s habit (as ts my wont). [Old English] 


NUM LENG 


won't ¢dni7, will not. 

wonted a/trib.adj. habitual, accustomed, usual. 

wonton 7. (in Chinese cookery) a small round 
dumpling or roll with ‘a savoury filling, usu. eaten 
boiled in soup. {from Cantonese cdr ("dn| 

woo ?:/); (woos, wooed, I court: seck the hand or 
love of (a woman). 2 try to win (fame, fortune, etc.). 
3 seck the favour or support of. [Old English] 
0 wooer i. 

wood 7. 1 a <a hard fibrous material from tae 
trunk or branches of a tree or shrub. b this cut for 
timber or for fuel. 2 (in ving. or pl.) growing trees 
densely occupying a tract of land. 3 .prec. by “iu 
wooden storage, esp. a cask, for wine ete. | poured 
straight from the wood ). 4 a wooden-headed golfclub. 
 Goit. 5 = Boni x. |. not see the wood for the 
trees {ail to grasp the main issue from over-atten- 
tion to details. out of the wood ,or (°S woods 
out of danger or difficulty, [Old Enelish] 

wood anemone 1. < 
a wild spring-flowering 


anemone, lnemone HEN 
OOS. 
woodbine 7. 1 wild 


honeysuckle. 2 (7S Vir- 
vinia creeper. 
woodblock 7. a block 
from which woodcuts 
are made. 
woodcarver 1. 1 a per- 
son who carves designs 
in relief on wood. 2 a 
tool for carving wood. 
woodcarving 7. 1 (also 
allirib.) ® the act or pro- 
cess of carving wood. 
2 a design in wood 
produced by this art. 


WOOD ANEMONE 


Anemone nemorosa 


woodchip ». 1 a chip of 


WOOD ENGRAVING ON \ 


GAME COUNILR 


wood. 2 (in full woodchip paper) wallpaper with 
woodchips etc, embedded in it to give an uneven 
surface texture. 

woodchuck 1. a reddish-brown and grey N. Ameri- 
can marmot. .\farmola monax. 

woodcock 7. (//. same) <4 any game bird 

of the genus Srolopax. 

woodcraft 7. esp. .V. 
Amer 1 skill in wood- 

work. 2 knowledge of 
woodland esp. in 
camping, scouting, ete. 

woodcut x. 1 a relief 
cut on a block of wood 
sawn along the grain. 
2 a print made from 

this. esp. as an illustra- 
tion in a book. 


WOODCOCK 
(Scolopax rusticola) 


woodcutter 7». 1 a person who cuts wood. 2 a 
maker of woodcuts. 
wooded adj. having woods or many trees. 
wooden adj. 1 made of wood. 2 like wood. 3 a stiff, 
clumsy, or stilted; without animation or flexi- 
bility. b expressionless (a wooden stare). 
0 woodenly ad: woodenness 7. 
wood engraving 7. 1 <a relicf 
cut on a block of wood sawn 
across the grain. 2 a print made 
from this. 
wooden spoon 7. I a spoon 
made of wood. 2 (prec. by the) 
esp. Brit. a booby prize. 
wood fibre 7». fibre obtained 
from wood esp. as material for 
paper. 
wood-grain w/irh.ad). (of a finish) 
imitating the grain pattern of 
wood. 
woodland 7. wooded country, woods (often attrih.: 
woodland scenery). 0 woodlander 7. 
woodlouse 1. | //. -lice, any small terrestrial crust- 
acean of the genus Oniscus etc. feeding on rotten 
wood etc. & CRUSTACLAN 
woodman 7. (//. -men) 1 a forester. 2 a wood- 
cutter, 
woodnote 7. (often in //.) a natural or spontaneous 
note of a bird etc. 


WOODCARVING 


Woodcarving was a popular way of provid- 
ing an attractive finish for building interiors 
and furniture from the Middle Ages through 
| to the 19th century. A highly skilled, labour- 
intensive craft, large pieces of wood are first 


carved 


smooth 
Sinan 


| tipple 
effect 


embossed | 


Rowe? 


WOODCARVING ON THE TREAD OF 
AN L8LH-CLNPURY STAIRGASI 


ve replied h 


acanthus leaf 


wood warbler 


wood nymph 7. Mythol. a nymph inhabiting a tree. 
woodpecker 7. y any bird of the family Picidac 
that climbs and taps tree 
trunks in search of 
sects. 


WOODPECKER: 
GREAL SPOTYLD 
WOODPLCKER 
(Dendrocopos major) 


wood pigeon 7. a dove, Columba 
palumbus, having white patches like a 
ring round its neck. 
woodpile 2. a pile of wood, esp. for fuel. 
wood pulp 7. fibre obtained from wood and 


reduced chemically or mechanically to pulp as raw 
material for paper. 


wood rat n. a rat of the 
N. American genus 
Neotoma. 

woodruff n. < a white- 
flowered plant of the 
genus Galium. 


woodscrew sce SCRE 
ith Of 
woodshed ». a shed 


where wood for fucl is 
stored. 
woodsman 7. ( //. -men) 
1 a person who lives in 
or is familiar with wood- 
land. 2 a person skilled 
in woodcratt. 


WOODRUFF 
(Galium odoratums 


woodsmoke 1. the smoke from a wood lire. 

wood sorrel 1. a small plant, Oxalis acetosella, with 
trifoliate leaves and white flowers streaked with 
purple. 

wood spirit », crude methanol obtamed from wood. 


wood stain 77. a commercially produced substance 
for colouring wood. 

woodturning 7). the shaping of wood with a lathe. 
O woodturner . 

wood warbler 7. La European woodland bird, 
Phylloscopus vibilairix, with a willing song. 2 any Amer- 
ican warbler of the family Parulicae. > prssi.rint 


removed with a wooden mallet and a chisel; 
the intricate cletails and textures are then 
achieved by using a range of chisels to shave | 
away wood by hand. The tools below are 
designed tor working on a small scale. 


WOOD CHISELS FOR 
DETAIL WORK 


SOU Na I al 


=== 


PICS APH ae choad i Gas) IT 


ill 


BENT GAC GI 


SKEW CHISEI 


——— 


SERAIGIET 


GAL Gd 


9QA4 


WOODWIND 


Woodwind instruments produce sound when air is 
blown into them. Originally made of wood, many are 
now manufactured from metal or plastic. The saxo- 
phone is an exception, having always been made of 
metal, but it appears in this category because it was 


bamboo 
double reed 


PARTS OF 
AN OBOE 


_— mouthpiece 


head 


first 
finger. 
left 
hand 


warnnnih 
finger. 
lefi 
hand 


third finger, 
left hand —___ 


second 
finger. 
right 
hand 


COR ANGIADS 


BASSOON 


RECORDER 


Git 


OTHER WOODWIND INSTRUMENTS 


s te, 
i 
hell 4 
i —_ 


Pala) Dal 


constructed as a hybrid of the oboe and clarinet. Notes 
are produced in different ways: by blowing across an 
open hole in a pipe on a flute or piccolo, or by blowing 
into one end of a recorder or flageolet; other woodwind 
instruments have a reed that vibrates when blown. 


' REEDS 


ee A OBOI BASSOON 
| as 
| ‘ 4 | 
F | 
| ! 1 
a 
\ 
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CLARINET BASS 


SANOPHONE 


eT) 


7) BASS 
CLARINET 


SOPRANO 
CLARINET 
(IN SECTIONS 


PICCOLO 


BARITONE 
SANROPILONL 


SOPR ANG, 
SANOPTHIONI 


NET) 
SAXNOPHONL 


woodwind 


woodwind 2. (often attrib.) 1 (collect.) < wind instru- 
ments that were (mostly) originally made of wood, 
e.g, the flute and clarinet. & orcHesrrA.2 (usu. in pl.) 
an individual instrument of this kind. 

woodwork 7. 1 the making of things in wood. | 
2 things made of wood. o crawl (or come) out of 
the woodwork collog. (of something unwelcome) | 
appear; become known, 0 woodworker n. wood- 
working 7. 

woodworm 7. the wood-boring larva of the furni- 
ture bectle. 

woody adj. (woodier, woodiest) 1 (of a region) 
wooded; abounding in woods. 2 like or of wood. 
O woodiness 7. 

woodyard 7. a yard where wood is used or stored. 

woody nightshade see NiGHTsHapr. 

woof! /wuuf/ en. the gruff bark of a dog. @ winir 
give a woof. i 

woof? / rhymes with roof/ n. = werr' 1. [Old English] 

woofer /woo-fer/ n. a loudspeaker designed to 
reproduce low frequencies (cf ‘iwtirer). & Loup- 
SPLAKLR 

wool 7. I fine soft wavy hair trom the fleece 
of sheep, goats, etc. 2 a yarn produced from this 
hair. b cloth or clothing made from it. 3 any of 
various wool-like substances (steel wool). 0 pull the 
wool over a person’s eyes deceive a person. 
[Old English] a wool-like ad. 

wool-gathering 7. abscut-imindedness; dreamy 
inattention. 

woollen (U'S woolen) e adj. made wholly or partly 
of wool. @ x. 1 a fabric produced from wool. 
2 (in pl.) woollen garments. 

woolly e adj. (woollier, woolliest) 1 bearing o1 
naturally covered with wool. 2 resembling or 
suggesting wool (zvolly clouds\. 3 made of wool, 
woollen. 4 (of a sound) indistinct. 5 (of thought) 
vague or confused. @ 7. (pl. -ies) esp. Bri. 
collog. a woollen garment, esp. a knitted pullover. 
0 woolliness 2, 

woolly-bear 7. 1» a large hairy 
caterpillar, esp. of the tiger 
moth. 2 the small hairy 
larva of a carpet beetle, 
destructive to textiles ete. 

woosh var. of WwHoosH. 

woozy adj. (woozier, wooziest) 
collog. 1 dizzy ‘or unsteady. 
2 dazed or slightly drunk. | 1 9th- 
century coinage] 0 woozily adv. wooziness n. 

wop 2. slang offens. an Italian or other S. Europeasi. 
[20th-century comage] 

Worcester sauce 7. (.\V. dAmer Worcestershire 
sauce) a pungent sauce first made in Worcester. 


WOOLLY-BEAR: 
CATERPILLAR (. 


word e 7. 1 a sound or combination of sounds 
forming a meaningful element of speech, usu. 
shown with a space on either side of it when 
written or printed. 2 speech, esp. as distinct from 
action (bold in word only). 3 one’s promise or assur- 
ance (gaze uy their word ). 4 \in sing. or pl.) a thing said. 
a remark or conversation. 5 \in p/.) the text of a 
song or an actor's part. 6 (in p/.) angry talk (they had 
words}. 7 news, intelligence. 8 a command, pass- 
word, or motto (gave the word to begin). @ vt, put into 
words; select words to express (how shall we word 
thal2). 0 have a word (often foll. by wh) speak 
briefly (to). in other words expressing the same 
thing differently. in so many words explicitly or 
bluntly. in a (or one) word briefly. my (or upon 
my) word an exclamation of surprise or conster- 
nation. of few words taciturn. put into words 
express in speech or writing. take a person at his 
(or her) word interpret a person’s words literally 
or exactly, take a person’s word for it believe a 
person's statement without investigation etc. the 
Word jor Word of God) 1 the Bible. 2 Jesus 
Christ (John 1:14). word for word in exactly the 
same or (of translation) corresponding words. [Old 
English] 0 wordage 7. wordless ad). wordlessly 
ad:. wordlessness 11. 


word game 7. a game involving the making or 
selection etc. of words. 
wording 7. 1 a form of words used. 2 the way in 
which something is expressed. 
word of honour 7. an assurance given upon one’s 
honour. 
word of mouth 7. spoken communication 
between people as a means of transmitting infor- 
mation. 
word order 7. the sequence of words in a sentence, 
esp. affecting meaning etc. 
word-perfect ad). knowing one’s part etc. by heart. 
wordplay n. use of words to witty effect, esp. by 
punning. 
word processor 7. a purpose-built computer 
system for electronically storing text entered from a 
keyboard, incorporating corrections, and provid- 
ing a printout. 0 word-process 2/: word 
processing 7. 
wordsearch 2. a vrid-shaped puzzle of letters in 
columns, containing several hidden 
words written in any direction. 
wordsmith 7. a skillecl user or 
maker of words. 
wordy adj. (wordier, wordiest) 
using or expressed in too many 
words; verbose. 0 wordily adi. 
wordiness /. 
wore! fast of wear! 
wore® past and pat part. of wear 
work e 7. 1 the application of mental 
or physical effort to a purpose; the 
use of energy. 2 a a task to be 
undertaken. b the materials for 
this. 3 a thing done or made by 
work; the result of an action; an 
achievement. 4 a person’s employ- 
ment or occupation etc., esp. as a 
means of earning income (looked 
for work; ws out of work). 5a literary 
or musical composition. 6 fin comb. 
things or parts macle of a specified 
material or with specified tools etc. 
(ironwork: needlew ork). 7 (in pl.) the 
operative part of a clock o 
machine. 8 Physics the exertion ol 
force overcoming resistance or prod- 
ucing molecular change (convert heal 
into work), 9 (in pl.; prec. by the) collog. all 
that is available; everything needed. 10 (in pi.) esp. 
Brit. operations of building or repair (major building 
works). V1 (in pl: often treated as sing.) esp. Bri. a 
place where manufacture is carried on. @ v, (past 
and pas! part. worked or (esp. as ad.) wrought; 
1 intr (often foll. by af, on} do work; be engaged m 
bodily or mental acuvity. 2 itr be employed in 
certain work (2orks in industry; works as a secretary). 
3 intr. (often foll. by for) make eflorts (works for peace). 
4 intr. (toll. by m) be a craftsman (in a material). 
5 intr. operate or function, esp. effectively (how does 
this machine work?; your idea will not work). 6 tr. carry 
on, Manage, or control (cannol work the machine). 7 tr: 
a put or keep in operation or at work (¢h7s mine is no 
longer worked; works the staff very hard}. b cultivate 
(land). 8 @ a bring about; produce as a result 
worked nuvacles). b collog. arrange (matters) (worked u 
0 thal we could go). 9 i. knead, hammer; bring to a 
desired shape or consistency. 10 im, G ty do, or 
make by, needlework etc. IL fe & intr (cause to: 
progress or penetrate, or make (one’s way), grad- 
ually or with difficulty in a specified way (zeorked ow 
way through the crow d; worked the peg into the hole). 12 intr. 
(foll, by doase ete. gradually become (loose ete.) by 
constant movement. 13 / artificially excite (zeurked 
themselves into a rage, 14 f. a purchase with one’s 
labour instead of nioney (cork ones passage). b ob- 
tain by labour the money for (one’s way through 
university ete.). 15 nin (foll. by on, upon) have influ- 
ence. O at work in action or engaged i work. get 
worked up become angry, excited, or tense. have 
one’s work cut out be faced with a hard task. in 


vier 


2 


MGER MOTH 
{relia caja) 


collapsible lea 


WORKBENCH: 
PORTABLE POLDING WORKBLNGH 


working knowledge 


the works esp... Amer being planned, worked on, 
or produced. set to work begin or cause to begin 
operations. work in find a place for. work off get 
rid of by work or activity. work out 1 a solve (a 
sum) or find out (an amount) by calculation. b solve 
or understand (a problem, person, etc.). 2 (foll. by 
at) be calculated (the tolal works out at 250). 3 have a 
specified result (the plan worked out well). 4 provide 
for the details of (has worked out a scheme). 5 engage in 
physical exercise or training, work over 1 examine 
thoroughly. 2 collog. treat with violence, work to 
rule esp. Bri. (esp. as industrial action) follow offi- 
cial working rules exactly in order to reduce output. 
work up 1 bring gradually to an efficient state. 
2 (foll. by fo) advance gradually to a chmax. 3 elab- 
orate or excite by degrees, work wonders sec 
wonper. [Old English] 0 workless adj. 
workable adj. 1 that can be worked or will work. 
2 that is worth working; 
practicable, feasible (a work- 
able quarry, a workable scheme). 
o workability 7. work- 
ably adi. 
workaday adj. ordinary, 
everyday, practical. 
workaholic 7. collog. a 
person addicted to work- 
ing. 
work-basket = 2. (also 
work-bag etc.) a basket or 
bag etc. containing sewing 
materials. 
workbench 7. < a 
bench for doing mech- 
anical or practical work, 
esp. C arpentry. 
workbook 7. a student's 
book including exercises. 
workday ni. esp. US a day on 
which work js usually done, 


c1ce 


sto, 
4 “handle 


work 
surface 


Joolvtand 


worker n. 1 a person who 

works, esp. a manual or industrial employee. 2 a 
neuter or undeveloped female of various social in- 
sects, esp. a bee or ant, that does the basic work of 
its colony. 3.a person who works hard. 

work experience 7. a scheme intended to give 
young people short-term experience of employ- 
ment. 

workfare n. a welfare system which requires some 
work from or training of those receiving benefits. 

workforce 7. the workers engaged or available in 
an industry ete. 

workhorse 7. a horse, person, or machine that 
performs hard work. 

workhouse ». I 4yi/. /is/. a public institution giving 
the poor of a parish board and lodging in return 
for work. 2 US a house of correction for petty 
oftenders. 

working e@ ad. 1 engaged im work, esp. in manual or 
industrial labour, 2 functioning or able to function. 
e@ 7. 1 the activity of work. 2 the act or manner o! 
functioning of a thing. 3 a a mine or quarry. b the 
part of this m which work ts being or has been done 
(a disused working) 

working capital ». the capital actually used in a 
business. 

working class @ 7. the class of people who are 
employed for wages, esp. in manual or industrial 
work, @ adj. (working-class) of or relating to the 
working class. 

working day . esp. Bri!. 1a workday, 2 the part of 
the clay devoted to work. 

working drawing 1). 2 drawing to scale, serving as 
a guide for construction or manulacture 

working hours 7.//. hours normally devoted to 
work 

working hypothesis 7. a hypothesis used as a 
basis for action 

working knowledge n. knowledge adequate to 
work with 


Vy] 


working lunch 


working lunch 7. a lunch at which business is 
conducted. 

working order 7. the condition in which a 
machine works (satisfactorily or as specified). 

working party 2. Bri. a group of people 
appointed to study a particular problem or advise 
on some question. 

workload 7. the amount of work to be done by an 
individual ete. 

workman ». (//. -men) 1 a man employed to do 
manual labour. 2 a person having specified skill in 
a job (a good workman). 

workmanlike adj. characteristic of a good work- 
man; showing practised skill. 

workmanship 2. the degree of skill in dome a task 
or of finish in the product made. 

workmate 7. esp. Brit. a fellow worker. 

work of art 7. @ fine picture, poem, or building ete. 

workout 7. a session of physical exercise. 

workpiece 7. a thing worked on with a tool or 
machine. 

workplace n. a place at which a person works; an 
office, factory, ete. 

works council 7. esp. Bril. a group of employees 
representing those employed in a works etc, in 
discussions with their employers. 

worksheet 1. 1 a paper for recording work done o1 
in progress. 2 a paper listing questions or activities 
for students etc. to work through. 

workshop #. 1 a room or building in which goods 
are manufactured. 2 a meeting for concerted 
discussion or activity (a dance workshop 

work-shy «dj. disinclined to work. 

workspace 7. space in which to work. 

workstation 1. 1 the location of a stage in a manu- 
facturing process. 2 a computer terminal or the 
desk ete. where this is located. 


work study 7. a system of assessing methods of 


working so as to achieve the maximum output and 
efficiency. 

work surface 7. = work (or. 

work table 7. a table for working at. 

worktop 7. Brit. a flat surface for working on, esp. 
in a kitchen. 

world 7. 1 a the Earth. or a plane- 
tary body like it. b its countries and 
thew inhabitants. c all people. 2 the 
universe or all that exists: everything, 
3 a the time, state. or scene of 
human existence. b (prec. by the, this: 
mortal hfe. 4 secular interests and 
affairs. 5 human affairs: active life 
thore goes the world with you”). 6 all that 
concerns or 
specified class. time, or sphere of 
activity fhe medicial world, the world of 
sport... 7 oll. by of) a vast amount 
that makes a world of difference 
8 attrib, aflecung many nations, ol 
all nations {zeorld polities; a world 
champion). O bring into the world 
eive birth to. come into the world 
be born. for all the world fol]. by 
the. as if) precisely {looked for all th 


ll who belong to a 


norld like tems). get the best of both worlds 
benefit from two incompatible sets of ideas, 
circumstances, cle, man for woman, of the 


world a person experienced and practical in 
hunian allairs. out of this world ca/log. extremely 
good eu. think the world of have a very high 
regard for. world without end for ever. [Old 
English, related to orp] 

world-beater 7. a person or thing that is better 
than all others in its field. 

world-class adj. of a quality or standard regarded 
as high throughout the world 

World Cup 2. a competion between football on 
other sporting teams from various countries 

worldly adj. (worldlier. worldliest 1 temporal 


oye 


WORM-GEAR IN 4 


STLLRING 


worthy 


or earthly (worldly goods). 2 engrossed in temporal 
affairs, esp. wealth and pleasure. 3 experienced 
in life, sophisticated, practical. [Old English] 
o worldliness 7. 

worldly wisdom 1. prudence as regards one’s own 
interests. O worldly-wise ad). 

world music 7. music from the developing world 
incorporating traditional and/or popular elements. 

world order ». (esp. in phr. new world order) a 
system controlling events in the world, esp. an 
international set of arrangements for preserving 
global political stability. 

world power 7. a nation having power and influ- 
ence in world affairs. 

World Series 7. a series of games between the cham- 
pions of the two major N. American baseball leagues. 


world war n. a war involving many important 
nations. 

world-weary «dj. bored with human affairs. 

worldwide e ad). affecting, occurring in, or known in 
all parts of the world. @ ad. throughout the world. 

World Wide Web 1. (prec. by the) 1 aa set of stand- 
ards for the representation and distribution of 
hypertext documents. b software operating accord- 
ing to these standards. 2 the information accessible 
by such means. 

worm e 7. 1 any of various types of creeping or 
burrowing invertebrate animals with long slender 
bodies and no limbs. & sxntum, xcaron.. 2 the 
long slender larva of an msect. 3 (in fil.) internal 
parasites. 4 a maggot supposed to eat dead 
bodies in the grave. 5 collog. an insignificant or 
contemptible person. @ 7. 1 intr @ ti: move with a 
crawling motion (wormed through the bushes; wormed 
our way through the bushes). 2 intr. & refi. (foll. by into) 
insmuate oneself into a person’s favour, confidence, 
etc. 3 tm (foll. by of) obtain \a secret etc.) by 
cunning persistence (managed to worm the truth out of 
them). 4 & rid ja plant or dog etc.) of worms. [Old 
English| 0 wormer 7. wormlike ad. 


worm-cast 7. a convoluted mass of earth left on 
the surface by a burrowing earthworm, 
worm-eaten adj. 1 caten into by worms. 2 rotten, 
decayed. 
bevel 
gear 


worm-gear /!, 4 al arrange- 
ment of a toothed wheel 
worked by a short revolving 
cylinder bearing a screw 
thread. & ovomLILe 

foothed wormhole n. 1 a hole made 


sector by a burrowing worm or 
gear insect in wood, fruit, etc. 

2 Physics a hypothetical con- 
worm nection between widely sep- 
-ear arated regions of space-time. 


wormwood 7. » an\ 
woody shrub of the genus 
Artemisia. with a_ hitter 
aromatic taste. [> HIRK. 

[Middle English alterauon of 
obsolete zeormud) 


revolving 
cylinder 


: wormy ad). \(wormier, wormi- 
\CK 


est) 1 full of worms. 2 worm- 7 
eaten. 
worn fas part. of wirr'. e@ adj. 1 Jooking tired 
and exhausted. 2 = woutwors 1.3 = weu-worn 2, 23 


worn out a7/j. 1 exhausted. 2 worn esp. to the 
point of being no Jonger usable (hyphenated 
when al/rib.; worn-out engine;. 

worriment #. esp. ((S 1 the act of worrying or state 
of being worried. 2 a cause of worry. 

worrisome (dj, causing or apt to cause worry or 
distress. 

worry @ 7. (-1es, -ied) 1 inf, allow one’s mind to 
dwell on roubles. 2 /: harass, unportune; be a trouble 
to. 3 ir of a dog ete.) shake or pull about with the 
teeth. 4 /. (as worried «adj., a uneasy, troubled in 
the mind. b suggesting worry (@ worried look). @ n. ( pil. 
-ies: 1 a thing that causes anxiety. 2 a disturbed 


state of mind. o not to worry collog. there is no 
need to worry. [Old English wyrgan ‘to strangle’) 
0 worriedly adv. worrier n. worryingly ad2. 

worry beads 7.f/. a string of beads manipulated 
with the fingers to occupy or calm oneself. 

worse e adj. l more bad. 2 ( predic.) in or into worse 
health or a worse condition. @ adv. more badly or 
more ill. e 7. 1 a worse thing or things (you might do 
worse than accept). 2 (prec. by the) a worse condition 
(a change for the worse). O none the worse for not 
adversely affected by. or worse or as an even 
worse alternative. the worse for drink fairly 
drunk. the worse for wear 1 damaged by use. 
2 injured. worse luck see Luck. worse off in a 
worse position. [Old English] 

worsen ?./7, & intr, make or become worse. 

worship e 7. 1 a homage or reverence paid to a 
deity. b the acts, rites, or ceremonies of worship. 
2 adoration or devotion shown towards a person or 
principle (the worship of wealth). @ v. (worshipped, 
worshipping: [°S worshiped, worshiping) 
1 ¢# adore as divine; honour with religious rites. 
2 # regard with adoration (worships the ground she 
walks on). 3 intr, attend public worship. 4 itr be full 
of adoration. 0 Your (or His or Her) Worship 
esp. Brit. a title of respect used to or of a mayor, 
certain magistrates, etc. [Old English] 0 worship- 
per x. (U'S worshiper). 

worshipful adj. 1 (usu. Worshipful) Byz/. a title 
given to justices of the peace and to certain old 
companies or their officers etc. 2 archaz entitled to 
honour or respect. 

worst e adj. most bad. @ adv. most badly. @ 7. the 
worst part, event, circumstance, or possibility 
(the worst of the storm is over; prepare for the worst). 
e «fr defeat, outdo. O at its etc. worst in the worst 
state. at worst (or the worst) in the worst possible 
case. get (or have) the worst of it be defeated. 
if the worst comes to the worst if the worst 
happens. [Old English] 

worsted /wuust-idy 7. 1 a fine smooth yarn spun 
from combed long staple wool. 2 fabric made from 
this. [from J1orséea}d, a parish in Norfolk, England] 

wort 7. 1 archaic (except in names) a plant (St John’s 
wort). 2 the infusion of malt which after fermenta- 
tion becomes beer. [Old English] 

worth @ predic.ad. foverning a noun like a prepos- 
ition) 1 of a value equivalent to (is worth £50). 
2 such as to justify or repay (worth doing; not worth the 
trouble). 3 possessing or having property amounting 
to. @ 7. 1 what a person or thing is worth (of great 
worth, persons of worth). 2 the equivalent of money in 

a commodity (len pounds’ worth of petrol). 

O for all one is worth collog. with 
one’s utmost efforts. for what it 
is worth without a guarantee of 
its truth or value. worth one’s 
salt see 541.1. worth one’s while 

or worth while) see write. (Old 

English| 

worthless adj. without 
merit. O worthlessness n. 

worthwhile ad. that is worth the time 

“ or eflort spent; of value or importance. 


value or 


w Usage Ilorthwhile is used both 
attributively and predicatively, e.g. a 
worthihile cause. decided it wasnt 
worthwhile, while worth while (two 
words) is usec only predica- 
tively, e.g. thought if worth while 

to ring the polie. 


worthy @ adj. (worthier, 
worthiest; 1 estimable: 
having some moral worth 
thived a worthy life). 2 (of a 
person) entitled to recog- 
tution (@ worth, old couple). 3 a (foll. by of, or lo + 
infin.) deserving (zorthy of a mention, worthy to be 
remembered ). b (foll. by of ) suitable to the dignity ctc. 
of (in words worthy of the occasion). @ n. (pl. -ies) 


WORMWOOD: 
ARCTIC WORMWOOD 


(Artemisia borealis 


-worthy 


1 a worthy person. 2 a person of some distinction. 
[Middle English] o worthily adv. worthiness 7. 
-worthy comb. form forming adjectives meaning: 
1 deserving of (blameworthy; noteworthy). 2 suitable or 

fit for (newsworthy; roadworthy). 

would 2. aux. (37rd sing. would) past of wi’, used esp.: 
1 Gin the 2nd and 3rd persons, and often in the Ist: 
se€€ SHOULD) a in reported speech (he said he would be 
home by evening). b to express the conditional mood 
(they would have been killed if they had gone). 2 (0 express 
habitual action (would wail for her every evening). 
3 to express a question or polite request (could they 
like ut?, would you come in, please?). 4 to express prob- 
ability (J guess she would be over fifty by now). 5 (foll. by 
thai + clause) literary to express a wish (would that you 
were here). 6 to express consent (they would not help). 
[Old English] 


a Usage See Usage Note at sitot.o. 


would-be atirih.adj. often derog. desiring or aspiring 
to he (a would-be politician). 

wouldn’t cori, would not. c I wouldn’t know 
collog. {as is to be expected) I do not know. 

wound! /woond/ @ 7. 1 an injury done to living 
ussue by a cut or blow etc. 2 an injury to a person's 
reputation or a pain inflicted on a person’s feelings. 
@ vty inflict a wound on (wounded soldiers, wounded 
feelings). [Old English] 

wound? fast and past part. of winn? (cf. winxp 


wove! past of wri, 


wove® adj. (of paper) made on a wire-gauze mesh 
and so having a uniform unlined surface. 


woven past part. of weave! 


1 5). 


wow’ @ ii. (also wowee) express- 
ing astonishment or admiration, 
@ 7. slang a sensational success. 
@ wr slang impress or excite 
greatly. [originally Scots] 

wow? 7. a slow pitch- 
fluctuation in sound re- 
production, perceptible 
in long-notes. 

WP. abbr. word processor 
or processing. 

WPC abbr (im the UK. 
woman police constable. 
w.pem. abbr words per 

minute. 
wrack 7. 1 seaweed cast up or 
growing on the shore. & Fucus. 


2 = awk*. [from Middle Dutch 


wrap-over uallrih.adj. Brit. (of a garment) having no 
seam at one side but wrapped around the body and 
fastened. 

wrapper 2. 1 a cover for a sweet, chocolate, etc. 
2 a cover enclosing a newspaper or similar packet 
for posting. 

wrapping 2”. (esp. in pl.) material used to wrap. 

wrapping paper 7. strong or decorative paper for 
wrapping parcels, 

wrasse 7. W any brightly coloured marine fish of 
the family Labridae. [from Cornish wrach, variant 
of gwrach ‘old woman’ | 


WRASSE: CUCKOO WRASSE 
(Labrus mixtus) 


wrath /roth/ n. literary extreme anger. [Old 
English] 

wrathful ad. literary extremely angry. oO wrathfully 
adv. 

wreak /rcek/ uf, 1 put in operation (vengeance or 
one’s anger etc.). 2 cause (damage etc.) (the hurricane 
wreaked havoc on the crops). [Old English wrecan ‘to 
drive, avenge’] 

wreath /reeth/ n. (p/. wreaths) 1 < flowers or 

leaves fastened in a ring. 2 a carved 

representation of a wreath. 

3 (foll. by of) a curl or 
ring of smoke or cloud. 
JOld English, related 


to WRIUHE] 


wy leaf 
, peony 


wreathe /recth/ v.17 
1 encircle as, with, or 
like a wreath, 2 :foll. 
by round) put (one’s 
arms etc.) round (a 
person etc.). [partly 
from wrrHr, partly 
from wreatH] 
wreck e 7. 1 the de- 
struction or disable- 
ment of a ship, 2 a ship 
that has suffered a wreck 
(the are wrth 
wrecks). 3 a greatly damaged 


shores sireuen 


a ailded spray of or disabled thing or person 
erak) pomegranate! Wy LOVES (had hecome a physical and mental 
wraggle-taggle var of  k\GoLE wreck). 4 Law’ goods ete. cast up by 
LAGGEL, WREATH the sea. @ of 1 cause the wreck of fa 


wraith 7. 1 a ghost. 2 the spectral appear- 

ance of a living person supposed to portend that 
person's death. {16th-century Scots] G wraithlike 
ad). 

wrangle @ 7. a noisy argument or dispute. 
@ win engage in a wrangle. [Middle English] 
O wrangling 7. 

wrangler 1. 1 a person who wrangles. 2 US a 
cowboy. 

wrap ® w/ (wrapped, wrapping 
1 envelop in folded or soft encircling 
material (wrap Ww up in paper: wrap up 
a parcel), 2 arrange or draw (a plant 
covering) round (a person) (wrapped 

the scar closer around me). en. 1 a shaw] 

or scarf or other such addition to 
clothing. 2 esp. US material used for 
wrapping, O take the wraps off disclose. 
under wraps in secrecy. wrapped up 
in engrossed in. wrap up I finish off, 
bring to completion (crapped up the deal 
in theo day. 2 put on warm clothes (mind 
you wrap up well), 3 (im unper) Brit. slang be 
‘quiet. [Middle English] 

wraparound e adj. (esp. of clothing) designed to 
wrap round. @ 7. anythmg that wraps round. 


ship). 2 completely ruin (hopes, chances, 
etc.). 3 (as wrecked adj.) involved in a shipwreck 
(wrecked sailors). [from Anglo-French wrec] 
wreckage 2. 1 wrecked material. 2 the remnants of 
a wreck, 

Wren 7. /is/, (in the UKi a member of the former 
Women’s Royal Naval Service. [origmally in pl. 
from abbreviation WRNS| 

wren 1. 1 <4 any short-winged 

songbird of the family Trog- 
lodytidae, esp. the very small 
Troglodytes troglodytes of Exuvasia 
and N. America. 2 a sinall 
Australasian or 8. American 
bird resembling a wren, 

{Old English] 

wrenche?!. La violent twist 

or oblique pull or act of tear- 
ing off 2 ® an adjustable tool 
like a spanner for gripping and 
turning nuts etc. 3 an instance of 
painful uprooung or parting 

(leaving home was a great wrench). 

@ «1 twist or pull violenuly round or sideways. 

2 pull off with a wrench. 3 distort (facts) to suit a 

theory ete. [Old English wrencan “to twist’ | 


WREN 
( Troglodyles troglodytes 


write 


wrest v.17, 1 force or wrench away from a person’s 
grasp. 2 (foll. by from) obtain by effort or with diffi- 
culty. [Old English, related to wrisi] 

wrestle e 7. a contest in which two opponents grap- 
ple and try to throw each other to the ground. 
ev. 1 intr take part in a wrestle. 2 & fight (a person) 
in a wrestle (wrestled his opponent to the ground). 
3 intr (foll. by wth, against) struggle, contend. 
{Old English] o wrestler 7. wrestling 2. 

wretch 7. 1 a pitiable person. 2 (often as a playful 
term) a contemptible person. [Old English] 

wretched adj. (wretcheder, wretchedest) I un- 
happy or miserable. 2 of bad quality or no merit, 
contemptible. 3 unsatisfactory. 0 feel wretched 
1 be unwell. 2 be much embarrassed. [Middle 
English] 0 wretchedly adv. wretchedness 7. 

wrick Brit. var. of RicK?. 

wriggle ev. 1 wir. a (of a worm etc.) twist or turn its 
body with short writhing movements. b (of a 
person or animal) make similar movements. 2 #. @ 
int. move or go in this way (wriggled into the corner; 
wrggled his hand into the hole). 3 intr. practise evasion. 
@ 7. an act of wriggling. o wriggle out of collog. 
avoid on a contrived pretext. [from Middle Low 
German wriggelen| 0 wriggler n. wriggly adj. 

wring @ v./7 (pasi and past part. wrung) 1 a squeeze 
ughtly. b squeeze and twist. 2 twist forcibly; break 
by twisting. 3 distress or torture. 4 extract by 
squeezing. 5 (foll. by owl, from) obtain by pressure or 
importunity; extort. @ 7. an act of wringing; a 
squeeze. 0 wring a person’s hand clasp it 
forcibly or press it with emotion. wring one’s 
hands clasp them as a gesture of great distress. 
[Old English] 

wringer 7. a device for wringing water from 
washed clothes etc. 

wringing ¢d). (in full wringing wet) so wet that 
water can be wrung out. 

wrinkle e 7. 1 a slight crease in the skin such as is 
produced by age. 2 a similar mark in another flex- 
ible surface. @ v. 1 & make wrinkles in. 2 itr form 
wrinkles; become marked with wrinkles. [originally 
representing Old English gewrinclod *sinuous’] 

wrinkly e ad). (wrinklier, wrinkliest) having 
many wrinkles. @ 7. (also wrinklie) (f/. -ies) slang 
offens. an old or middle-aged person. 

wrist 2. 1 the part connecting the hand with the 
forearm. > joint. 2 the part of a garment covering 
the wrist. [Old English] 

wristband 7. a band forming or concealing the 
end of a shirtsleeve; a cuff. 

wristlet 7. a band or ring worn on the wrist to 
strengthen or guard it or as an ornament, bracelet, 
handcuff. ete. 

wristwatch 77. a small watch worn on a strap round 
the wrist. 

writ! 7. a form of written command in the name of 
a court, state, sovereign, etc. O serve a writ on 

deliver a writ to (a person). [Old English, 
related to writt] 
writ? archaic past part. of 
0 writ large in magnified or empha- 

sized form. 


WRITE. 


write v. (pas! wrote; pas! 
written 1 init mark a 
by means of a pen, pencil, etc., 
with symbols. letters. or words. 
2 ¢ form (such symbols et 
3 i form the symbols that repre- 
sent or constitute (a word or sen- 


part. 
surlace 


WRENCH: 


STILLSON tence. or a document etc.1. 4 #. fill 
PIPE or complete (a sheet, cheque, etc.) 
WRENGH — with writing. 5 / put (data) into a 


computer store. 6 @% indicate ja 

quality or condition’ by one’s or its 
appearance (guilt was written on his fac 

7 ft compose (a text, article, novel, etc.i for 

written or printed reproduction ov publica- 

tion, 8 wh, be engaged in composing a text, 
rites for the local newspapes 


article, ete FY 


write-down 


9 intr: (foll. by to) write and send a letter (to a recipi- 
ent). 10 /@ US or collog, write and send a letter to {a 
person) (crole him last week). 11 tr convey (news, 
information, etc.) by letter (zevote that they would arrive 
next Friday). O nothing to write home about 
collog. of little interest or value. write down 
1 record or take note of in writing. 2 write as if for 
those considered inferior. 3 disparage in writing. 
4 reduce the nominal value of (stock, goods, etc.). 
write in send a suggestion, query, etc., In writing 
to an organization. write off 1 write and send a 
letter. 2 cancel the record of (a bad debt etc.); 
acknowledge the loss of or failure to recover (an 
asset), 3 brit. damage (a vehicle etc.) so badly that it 
cannot be repaired. write out write in full or in 
finished form. write up 1 write a full account of: 
2 praise in writing. 3 make entries to bring (a diary 
etc.) up to date. [Old English writan ‘to scratch, 
score, write’: originally used of symbols inscribed 
with sharp tools] G writable adj. writer n. 


a Usage The use of write as a transitive verb with 
a person as the direct object, e.g. He writes me every 
week, is best avoided in British English, but is good 
American English. He writes me a letter every week is 
acceptable because me is not the direct object. 


write-down 7. a reduction m the estimated or 
nominal value of stock, assets, etc. 

write-off 1. a thing written off, esp. a vehicle too 
badly damaged to be repaired. 

writer n. 1 a person who writes or has written 
something, 2 a person who writes books; an author. 
3 Brit. a clerk, esp. in the Navy or government 
offices. 

writerly adj. 1 characteristic of a professional 
author. 2 consciously literary. 

writer’s block 7. a periodic lack of imspiration 
afflicting creative writers etc. 

writer’s cramp 7. a muscular spasm due to exces- 
sive writing. 

write-up 2. collog. a written or published account, a 
review. 

writhe e ¢.27/. 1 twist or roll oneself about in or 
as if in acute pain. 2 suffer severe mental discom- 
fort or embarrassment (writhed with shame: writhed 


VA 


WYSIWYG 


at the thought of it). 3 tr. twist (one’s body etc.) about. 
e 7. an act of writhing. [Old English, related to 
WREATHL| 

writing 7. 1 a group or sequence of letters or 
symbols. 2 = Haxpwertinc. 3 (usu. in pl.) a piece 
of literary work done; a book, article, etc. 0 in 
writing in written form. 

writing pad n. a pad (see pan! 2. 2) of paper for 
writing on. 

writing paper 7. paper for writing (esp. letters) on. 

written past part. of wrire. 

wrong @ adj. 1 mistaken; not true; in error 
(gave a wrong answer; we were wrong to think 
that). 2 less or least desirable (the wrong 
road; a wrong decision). 3 contrary to 
law or morality (it is wrong to steal). 
4 out of order. m or into a bad or 
abnormal condition (something wrong wath 
my heart). @ adv. (usually placed last) in a 
wrong manner or direction; with an 
incorrect result (guessed wrong; lold them 
wrong). @n. 1 what is morally wrong; a 
wrong action. 2 injustice; unjust 
action or treatment (suffer wrong). 
e «vir 1 treat unjustly. 2 mistakenly 
attribute bad motives to. 0 get 
wrong 1 misunderstand (a person, 
statement. ete.). 2 obtain an incor- 
rect answer to. get (or get hold of ; 
the wrong end of the stick misun- 
derstand completely. go down the 
wrong way (of food) enter the wind- 
pipe instead of the gullet. go wrong 
1 take the wrong path. 2 stop function- 
ing properly. 3 depart from virtuous 
or suitable behaviour in the 
wrong responsible for a quarrel, 
mistake, or offence. wrong way 
round im the reverse of the normal 
or desirable orientation or sequence 
etc. [from Old Norse rangr ‘awry, 
unjust] O wrongly adv. wrongness 1. 

wrongdoer 7. a person who behaves immorally or 
illegally. 0 wrongdoing n. 

wrong-foot 7/7, Bri. collog. (in tennis, football, etc.) 
play so as to catch (an opponent) off balance. 


/e 


WROUGHT IRON: 
TO TH-CENTURY 
ORNAMENTAL 

RAIL POS1 


wrongful adj. 1 characterized by unfairness or in- 
justice. 2 contrary to law. 3 (of a person) not entitled 
to the position etc. occupied. 0 wrongfully adv. 
wrong-headed aq. perverse and obstinate. 
wrong side 2. the worse or undesired or unusable 
side of something, esp. fabric. 0 on the wrong 
side of 1 out of favour with (a person). 2 some- 
what more than (a specified age). 
wrote past of wrirk, 
wrought /rawt/ archaic past and past part. of work. 
adj. (of metals) beaten out or shaped by 
hammering. 
wrought iron 7. 4a tough malleable form of 
iron suitable for forging or rolling. 
wrung pas! and past part. of wrinc. 
WRVS abiz. (in the UK) Women’s Royal Volun- 
tary Service. 
wry adj. (wryer, wryest or wrier, wriest) 
1 distorted. 2 (of a smile etc.) contorted in 
disgust, disappointment, or mockery. 3 (of 
humour) dry and mocking. [from Old 
English wrigian ‘to tend, incline’, later ‘to 
deviate, contort’] G wryly adv. wryness n. 
WSW abbr. west-south-west. 
wunderkind /vuun-der-kint/ 2. (fl. 
wunderkinds or wunderkinder /-kin- 
der/) collog. a person who achieves great 
success while relatively young. [German, 
literally ‘wonder child’) 
Wurlitzer 7». prop a large pipe organ or 
electric organ. [named after Rudolf [Hurtitzer, 
American instrument-maker, 1831-1914] 
wurst 2. German or Austrian sausage. 
[German] : 
WWW addr. = Wortp Wibt Wes. 
wych elm 2. (also witch elm) a Eurasian 
elm, Ulmus glabra, with large rough leaves. 
[based on wych, used in names of trees with 
pliant branches] 
wych hazel war. of witcH Hazt_. 
WYSIWYG /wiz-i-wig/ adj. (also wysiwyg) 
Computing denoting the representation of text on- 
screen in a form exactly corresponding to its 
appearance on a printout, [acronym from what you 
see is what you get] 
a 


xylophone 


X! 7. (also x) (pl. Xs or X’s) 1 the twenty-fourth 
letter of the alphabet. 2 (as a Roman numeral) ten. 
3 (usu. x) Algebra the first unknown quantity. 4 (usu. 
x) Geom. the first coordinate. 5 an unknown or 
unspecified number or person etc. 6 a cross-shaped 
symbol esp. used: a to indicate position (X marks the 
Spot). b to indicate incorrectness. ¢ to symbolize a 
kiss or a vote. d as the signature of a person who 
cannot write. 

X? symb. hist. (of films) classified as suitable for adults 
only. 

xanthate 7. any salt or ester of xanthic acid. 

xanthine /zan-th’cen/ 2. (also xanthin /zan-thin/) 
Biochem. 1 a purme derivative found in blood and 
urine which is a breakdown product of nucleic 
acids and is the parent compound of caffeine and 
other alkaloids. 2 (xanthin) any of various orange 
or yellow pigments found in plants. 

X chromosome 7. a sex chromosome of which the 
number in female cells is twice that in male cells. 
[X: arbitrary label] 

Xe symb. Chem. the element xenon. 

xeno- /zen-oh/ comb. form 1 a foreign. 
b a foreigner. 2 other. [from Greek 
venos ‘strange, stranger’ | 

xenolith /zen-6-lith/ 7». Geol. » an 
inclusion within an igneous rock mass. 

xenon /zen-on/ n. Chem. a heavy col- 
ourless odourless inert gaseous clement 
occurring in traces in the atmosphere 
and used in fluorescent lamps. [Greek, 
literally ‘strange (thing)’| 

xenophobe /zen-6-fohb/ n. a person 
given to xenophobia. 

xenophobia /zen-6-foh-}ia/ 7. a deep 
dislike of foreigners. 0 xenophobic adj. 

xeranthemum /zecer-ran-thi-mtm/ 7. W a plant 
of the genus Xeranthemum (daisy family), with dry 
everlasting flowers. [from Greek xéros “dry + anthe- 
mon ‘flower’ | 

xero- /zeer-oh/ comb. 
form dry. [from Greek 
“eros | 

xeroderma /zeer-6- 
der-ma/ n. anv ol 
various diseases char- 
acterized by extreme 
dryness of the skin. 
[based on Greek derma 
‘skin’ 

xerograph /zeer-6- 
erahf/ n. a copy pro- 
duced by xerography. 

xerography /zecr-rog- 
ra-fi/ n. a dry copying 
process in which pow- 
der adheres to parts of 
a surface remaining 
electrically charged 
after exposure of the 
surface to light from an image of the document to 
be copied. 0 xerographic ad) 

xerophyte /zeer-6-fyt/ 7. (also xerophile /zeer- 
6-fy1/) & a plant able to grow in very dry conditions. 


XERANTHEMUM 
(Veranthemum annuum) 


Xerox /zeer-oks/ @ 1. propr 1 a machine for copy- 
ing by xerography, 2 a copy made using this 


XEROPHYTE 


Xerophytes exhibit a range of adaptations 
that enable them to survive in arid environ- 
ments. Succulents, such as stonecrops and 
cacti, store water in their leaves or stems. 
In cacti, the leaves are much reduced or 
absent altogether, and the stem is armed 


EXAMPLES OF XEROPHYTES 


STONECROP 
(Sedum obtusatum) 


, Sranile 


XENOLITH: 
LAVA SURROUNDED 
BY PINK GRANITE 


CLUARET-CUP CACTUS 
(Echinocereus triglochidiatus) 


with spines to deter browsing animals. 
Other xerophytes, such as snake plants and 
yuccas, often have sharp-tipped leaves, and 
are also protected by an extremely tough 
leaf surface, or cuticle. As well as deterring 
animals, this helps to reduce water loss. 


AGAVE 
(Agave pumila) 


machine. @ v./r (xerox) reproduce by this process. 
[invented from xerocRaPHy| 

Xhosa /koh-sa/ e 7. 1 (p/. same or Xhosas) a 
member of a Bantu-speaking people of Cape Prov- 
ince, South Africa. 2 the language of this people. 
e ad. of or relating to this people or language. [na- 
tive name] 

xi /ksy/ n. the fourteenth letter of the Greek alpha- 
bet (&, &). [Greek] 

Xmas /kris-mas, eks-mas/ n. collog. = CurisTMas n. 

jabbreviation (X = initial chi of Greek Ahristos 


‘Christ’)| 
XML abi. Extensible © Mark-up 
Language. 


X-rated ad). (usu. attrb.) 1 indecent, 
pornographic (.\-rated humour). 2 hist. 
relating to films given an X classifi- 
cation (see X?) 

X-ray (also x-ray) e@ 7. I (in pi. 
electromagnetic radiation of very 
short wayelength, able to pass 
through objects opaque to light. 
D> BLECTROMAGNLIIG RADIATION. 2 ¥ an 
image made by the effect of X-rays 
on a photographic plate. @ 7/7, photo- 
graph, examine, or treat with X-rays. 
[from A- (because when discovered (1895), the 
nature of the rays was unknown)] 


\ lava 


X-RAY 


X-rays come near the high-energy end of 
the electromagnetic spectrum. In an X-ray 
tube, electrons emitted by an electrically 
heated filament are accelerated towards a 
heavy metal target by an intense electric 
ficld. Because there is no air in the tube. 
the electrons reach high speeds; when 


oil shielding vacuum 


glass envelop 


high-voltage 
positive 
supply 


Nonny 


AN N-RAY TUBE 


cept anodds funeston treet 


CROSS-SECTION OF 


X-ray tube 7. a device for generating X-rays by 
accelerating electrons to high energies and causing 
them to strike a metal target from which the X-rays 
are emitted. 

xylem /zy-lém/ n. Bot. woody tissue. > stem. [from 
Greek xulon ‘wood’] 

xylene /zy-leen/ x. Chem. each of three isomeric 
liquid hydrocarbons obtained by distilling wood, 
coal tar, etc. 

xylo- /zy-loh/ comb. form wood. {from Greek xulon] 

xylophone /zy-l6-fohn/ x. ¥ a musical instrument 
of wooden or metal bars graduated in length and 
struck with a smal! wooden hammer or hammers. 
> ORCHESTRA, PERCUSSION. O xylophonist 7. 


wooden 
bar 


resonating 
base tube 


metal 
stand 


XYLOPHONE 


they are rapidly decelerated by hitting the 
target, their kinetic energy turns into high- 
frequency electromagnetic radiation (X-rays). 
Used mostly in medical imaging, X-rays pass 
through muscle but are absorbed by bone, 

so that an image recorded on photographic 
film reveals the bones as shadows. 


lore!-voltage 
supply to 
filaments 


heated 
filament 


ehyon\ 


X-RAY 


PHOTOGRAPH OF 


NbN) 


O04 


Y' x. (also y) (pl. Ys or Y’s) 1 the twenty-fifth letter 
of the alphabet. 2 (usu. y) .i/cebra the second 
unknown quantity. 3 (usu. y) Geom. the second 
coordinate 

Y? symb. Chem. the element yttrium. 

y- abbr. year(s 


ey! suffix forming adjectives: 1 from nouns and 


acljectives. meaning: full of; having the quality of 


messy, ley, horsy). 2 from verbs, meaning “inclined 
to’, ‘apt to” (runny; sticky) 

ey® suffix \also -ey, -ie) forming diminutive nouns, 
pet names, etc. (granny; nightie, Mickey) 

-y® suffix forming nouns denoting: 1 state, condition, 
or quality (courtesy: orthodoxy; modesty). 2 an action 01 
its result (colloguy. remedy: subsidy 

yacht /yot/ e@ 7. 1 Wa light sading vessel, esp. equip- 
ped for racing. 2 a larger usu. power-driven vessel 
equipped for cruising. & wost. 3 a light vessel foi 
travel on sand or icc, @ minfr race or cruise in a 
yacht. [from early modern Dutch jaghte] O yacht- 
ing 1. 

yacht club ». a sailing club, esp. for yacht racing, 


YACHT 

By adjusting the position of their sails, 
yachts can travel in almost any direction, 
except directly into the wind. Most mod- 
ern sailing yachts have triangular fore- 
and aft sails. arranged in a “Bermuda rig’. 
Many have an auxiliary engine and can 
increase specd by setting a spinnaker. 


FINED-KEEL 


masthead YACHT 
a aft sail 
(mamsail) 
forevail 
ne 
= ZA ana 
t i 
ames —— sail number 
. hatlen 
z 
' 
boom 
cabin 


Yb 


yachtsman 7. (//. -men: fem. yachtswoman, fi. 
-women) a person who sails yachts. 

yack var. of vx. 

yackety-yack var. of yak? 

yah inf. = yrs. [representing affected pronunciation] 

yahoo n. a coarse person; a lout, a hooligan. [mame 
of an imaginary race of brutish creatures in Swift’s 
Gulliver's Travels (1726)| 

Yahweh 7. (also Yahveh) the Hebrew name of God 
in the Old Testament. [Hebrew }HVH with added 
vowels (see JEHoviH)| 

yak! 7». ¥ a long-haired humped Tibetan ox, Bos 
grunniens, [from Tibetan gyag 


YAK: 
WILD YAK 
(Bos grunniens) 


2 ; - ae 
yak* also yack; collog. often derog @ n. trivial o1 
lengthy conversation. @ win/x (yakked, yakking) 
engage in such conversation. 


yakuza 7. |the Yakuza; a powerful Japanese 
criminal organization, | Japanese, from the 
words for ‘eight’ + ‘nine’ + “three’, referring 
to the worst hand ma gambling game} 
Yale lock ». prop: & a type of lock for 
doors ete. with a cylindrical barre! turned 
by a flat key with a serratecl edge. 
[named after L. lale, American lock- 
smith, 1821 68, its inventor} 
yam 7. 1 a any tropical or subtropical 
climbing plant of the genus Divseorea 
be the edible starchy tuber of this. 2.\. 
Amer a sweet potato. {from Spanish iiame] 
yammer vollog. or dial. en. 1 a lament, wail, 
or grumble. 2 voluble talk. @ vcr 
1 utter a yammer. 2 talk volubh. 
[Middle English] 
yang n. (in Chinese philosophy) the 
active male principle of the universe. & sn. 
[Chinese, literally “Sun, posi- 
tive, male genitals’] 
Yank 1. Bril. cullog. often derog. 
an American. {abbreviation 
of Y\nner,| 
yank collog. @ vir. pull 
with a jerk. @ 7. a 
sudden hard pull. 
[1 9th-century 
conage | 


forage cap 


vreord 
trap 


sergeant | 


chevron 


want — Yankee 7 


helt _- stord collog. 1 often 
seorsted dere. YANK. 

Fe ee ah Ah {EBS an inhabi- 
ae tant of New Eng- 
land or one of the 

northern states. 3 hat. <4 

frauser a Federal soldier in the 
mOUg Civil War. 4 type of het 


on four or more horses to 


YANKEE: 
SLROLANT. 1577H 
NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS 


YAM: 
WING-SPALKED VAM 


(Dioscorea alata 


yarn 


YALE LOCK 


In a Yale lock, pairs of pins block the gap 
between the cylinder andJock body. Insert- 
| ing a key raises the pins, and causes the | 
gap between them to line up with the edge 
| of the cylinder and lock body. Turning the 
key rotates the cylinder and the cam, 
| pulling back the bolt to open the door. 


spring 


upper hall 


| 
rolaling 
\ cam 


fe lhadped . 
lock bod) cylinder 


. fowe 
pin 


SECTION THROUGH A YALE LOCK 


win (or be placed) in different races. 5 (adirib.) of or 
as of the Yankees. [18th-century comage| 
Yankee Doodle 7. 1 an American tune and song 
regarded as a national air. 2 = Yvnxcr 1, 2, 3. 
yap @ «il \yapped, yapping) 1 bark shrilly or 
fussily. 2 collog. talk noisily, foolishly, or complain- 
ingly. @ 7. a sound of yapping. 0 yappy ad). 
yapok n. a semi-aquatic tropical American opos- 
sum, Chironectes minimus, with dark-banded grey fur. 
Also called water opossum. {Opapok, Oiapoque, the 
name of a N. Brazilian river] 
yard! ». La unit of linear measure equal to 3 feet 
(0.9144 metre). 2 d square or cubic yard esp. (in 
building, of sand etc. 3 a cylindrical spar taper- 
ing to each end @ung across a mast for a sail to 
hang from, > riccinc. O by the yard at great 
length, {Old English| 
yard? n. 1 esp. Brit. a piece of enclosed 
ground esp. attached to a building or used for a 
parucular purpose. 2 .\. Amer the garden of a 
house. o the Yard Brit. collog. = Scoraxn Yarn. 
|Old English geard “enclosure, region’ | 


yardage v. a number of yards of mate- 
rial ete. 

yardarm zn. the outer extremity of a 
ship’s yard. : 

Yardie x. collog. 1 \among Jamaicans) a fellow 
Jamaican. 2 an the UN) a member of a Jamaican 
or West Indian gang of criminals. [from Jamaican 
English yard “house, home’| 

yard of ale 7. Bri. 1 a deep slender beer glass, 
about a yard long and holding two to three pints. 
2 the contents of this, 

yardstick 1. ta siandard used for comparison. 2 a 
measuring rod a yard long, usu. 
divided into inches ete 

yarmulke /yar-inuul-ké/ 

n. (also yarmulka) 
> a skullcap worn 
by Jewish 
| Yiddish| 

yarne). 1 spin 
threacl. 


Hebrew 


characters 


men, 


esp. for 
knitting, weaving 
rope-making, ct 
2 collog. i long or 
rambling 


story 01 
chscourse. @ vinér. collog, 
tell yarns. [Old English] 


YARMULKE 


yarrow 


yarrow 7. < any per- 
ennial herbaceous 
pos plant of the genus 
ie, Achillea (daisy fam- 
ily), esp. milfoil. 
[Old English] 

yashmak 7. a veil con- 
cealing the face except the 
eyes, worn by some Muslim 
women when in public. [from 

Arabic yasmak| 
yaw e ».intr, (of a ship or air- 
craft etc.) fail to hold a straight 
course; go unsteadily, esp. turn- 
ing from side to side. @ n. the 
yawing of a ship etc. from its 
course. []6th-century coim- 


YARROW 


Achillea millefolium) *8°| 
Lc eae yawl n. 1 a two-masted fore- 


and-aft sailing boat with the mizzen-mast stepped 
far aft. 2 a small kind of fishing boat. [from Dutch 
jl 

yawn e @. 1 iniy, (as a reflex) open the mouth wide 
and inhale esp. when sleepy or bored. 2 ini, (of a 
chasm etc.) gape, be wide open. 3 tr utter with a 
yawn. @ 7. 1 an act of yawning. 2 collog. a boring or 
tedious idea, activity, etc. [Old English] 0 yawn- 
imely adv. 

yaws nfl. (usu. treated as sing.) a contagious tropical 
skin disease with large red swellings, caused by spiro- 
chaete bacteria. [17th-century coinage| 

Yb symb. Chem. the element ytterbium. 

Y chromosome 7. a sex chromosome occurring 
only in male cells, in humans and other mammals. 
[¥: arbitrary label] 

yd abbr. yard (measure). 

ee abbr. yards (measure). 

ye Mae archaic pl. of rou! alo English] 

ye? det. pseudo-archaic = vit (ye olde tea-shoppe). lv ariant 
spelling, from a transcription of the runic letter 
thorn (=th)] 

yea /yay/ archaw or formal @ adv. 1 ye 
(ready, yea eager). @ n. the word ‘yea’. 

yeah /yair/ adv. collog. yes 

year 7. 1 (also equinoctial year. solar year, trop- 
ical year) the time taken by the Earth to revolve 
once round the Sun, 365 days, 5 hours, +8 minutes, 
and 46 seconds in length. 2 (also calendar year. 
civil year) the period of 365 days (common 
year) or 366 days (see Liar year) from | Jan. to 3] 
Dec., used for reckoning time in ordinary affairs. 
3 aa period of the same length as this star ting at 
any point { four years ago). b such a period in terms of 
a particular activity etc. occupying its duration 
(school year, tax year). 4 (in pl.) age or time of life 
( young for his years). 5 (usu. in pl.) collog. a very long 
time (i took years to get served). 6 a group of students 
entering college etc. in the same academic year. 
ain the year of Our Lord (foll. by the year) in a 
specified year \v. the year dot sec poi. year in, 
year out continually over a period of years. [Old 
English] 

yearbook 7. an annual publication dealing with 
events or aspects of the (usu. preceding) year. 

yearling e 7. 1 an animal between one and two 
years old. 2 a racehorse in the calendar year after 
the year of foaling. @ adj. a year old; having existed 
or been such for a year (a yearling heifer). 


s. 2 indeed, nay 
{Old English] 


year-long ad. lasting a year or the whole year. 

yearly e adj. done, produced, or occurring once a 
year. @ adv. once a year; from year to year. 

yearn «intr. 1 (usu. foll. by for, afier, or to + infin.) 
have a strong emotional longing. 2 (usu. foll. by /o, 
towards) be filled with compassion or tenderness. 
{Old English] 0 yearning n. & adj. yearningly 
ad. 

year-round aij. existing etc. throughout the year. 

years of discretion see biscrEeiION. 

yeas and nays 7.,//. affirmative and negative votes. 


yeast 7. 1 ¥ a greyish-yellow fungous substance 
obtained esp. from fermenting malt liquors and 
used as a fermenting agent, to raise bread, etc. 
2 any of various unicellular fyngi in which vegeta- 
tive reproduction takes place by budding or fission. 
{Old English] o yeasthike ad). 


Preshavast 


dricil ya ayt 


YEAST 


yeasty ad). (yeastier, yeastiest) 1 frothy or tasting 
like yeast. 2 in a ferment. 3 working like yeast. 

yell e x. 1 a loud sharp cry of pain, anger, fright, 
encouragement, delight, etc. 2 a shout. 3 US an 
organized shout, used esp. to support a sports team. 
@ v.intr. S ty, make or utter with a yell. [Old English] 

yellow e «ad. 1 of the colour, between green and 
orange in the spectrum, of buttercups, lemons, egg 
yolks, or gold. 2 of the duller colour of faded 
leaves, ripe wheat, old paper, etc. 3 having a ae 
skin or complexion. 4 collog. cowardly. @ n. 1 & 
yellow colour or pigment. 2 yellow clothes or ma- 
terial (dressed in yellow). 3 aa yellow ball, piece, etc., 
ina game or sport. b the player using such pieces. 
4 (usu. in comb.) a yellow moth or butterfly. @ ui, & 
in. make or become yellow. [Old English] 
0 yellowish ad. yellowness n. yellowy ad). 

yellow-belly 7. 1 collog. a coward. 2 any of various 
animals with yellow underparts. 0 yellow-bellied 
ad). 

yellow bile 2. hist. one of the four bodily humours, 
characterized as hot and dry, and associated with a 
peevish or irascible temperament (cf. HUMOUR 7. 4). 

yellow card n. Football a card shown by the referee 
to a player being cautioned. 

yellow fever x. a tropical virus disease with fever 
and jaundice, transmitted by the mosquito and 
often fatal. 

yellowhammer 7. » a bunting, Embciiza citrin- 
ella. of which the male has a vellow head. 
neck, and breast. []6th-century coinage] 

yellow line ». (in the UK) a line painted 
along the side of the road in yellow 
to denote parking restrictions. 

Yellow Pages 1.p/. propr. a tele- 
phone dircetory on yellow 
paper and listing business 
subscribers. 

yelp e 7. a sharp shrill 
cry of or as of a dog in 
pain or excitement. 
e@viniutterayelp. 7 
{Old English gie/ 
plan) ‘to boast’ | 


Yemeni /yem-é-ni/ @ 7. a native or inhabitant of 


Yemen, a country in southern Arabia. @ adj. of or 
relating to Yemen or its people. [from Arabic 
yamani | 

yen! 7. (pl. same) the chief monetary unit of Japan. 
[from Japanese en ‘round’ | 

yen® collog. @ n. a longing or yearning, @ v.intr. 
fyenned, yenning) [cel a longing. [from Chinese 
in| 

yeoman /yoh-man/ 1. ( p/. -men, 1 esp. Ais/. a man 
holding and cultivating a small landed estate. 2 his! 
a person qualihed by possessing free land of an 
annual value of 40 shillings to serve on juries. 
3 Bri. a member of the yeomanry force. 4 hist. a 
servant in a royal or noble household. 5 (in full 
yeoman of signals) a petty officer in the Naw, 
concerned with visual signalling. 6 US a petty off 


YELLOWHAMMER 
(Emberiza citrinella) 


yield 


icer performing clerical duties on board ship. 
{Middle English] 

Yeoman of the Guard 7. (//. Yeomen of the 
Guard) 1 a member of the British sovereign’s 
bodyguard. 2 (loosely) a Yeoman Warder. 

yeomanry 7. (//. -ies) a body of yeomen. 

Yeoman Warder 7. (~/. Yeoman Warders) a 
warder at the Tower of London, a ‘beefeater’. 

yep int. G n. (also yup) US collog. = ves. 

yes @ ini. 1 equivalent to an affirmative sentence: the 
answer to your question is affirmative, it is as you 
say or as I have said, the statement etc. made is 
correct, the request or command will be complied 
with, the negative statement etc. made is not cor- 
rect. 2 (in answer to a summons or address) an 
SCE ent of one’s presence. @ 7. 1 an ut- 
terance of the word yes. 2 an affirmation or assent. 
3 a vote in favour of a proposition. a yes? 
1 indeed? is that so? 2 what do you want? yes and 
no that is partly true and partly untrue. [Old 
English] 

yeshiva 7. an Orthodox Jewish college or seminary. 
[Hebrew] 

yes-man ”. ( f/. -men) collog. a weakly acquiescent 
person, an obsequious subordinate. 

yester- comb. form poet. or archaic of yesterday; that is 
the last past (_yestereve). [Old English] 

yesterday e adi. 1 on the day before today. 2 in the 
recent past. 3 collog. extremely urgently; immedi- 
ately (they want delivery yesterday!). @ n. 1 the day 
before today. 2 the recent past. [Old English] 

yesteryear 7. /iterary 1 last year. 2 the recent past. 

yet @ adi. 1 as late as now (or then), until now (or 
then) (there ts _pet time; vour best work yet). 2 (with neg. or 
interrog.\ so soon as now (or then), by now (or then) 
(dis not tame yet; have you finished yel?). 3 again; in addi- 
tion (more and yet more). 4 in the remaining time avail- 


able; before all is over (I zwill do it yet). 5 (foll. by 


compar.) even (a_yet more difficult task). 6 nevertheless; 

and in spite of that; but for all that (7 zs strange, and» 

yet it is true), @ conj. but at the same tume; but never- 

theless (J zeon, yet what good has it done?). Q nor yet 


[Old 


and also not (won't listen lo me nor yet to you). 


English] 
yeti 7. = Aponin Bit Sowa. [Tibetan] 
yew 7. 1 (also yew tree)» any dark-leaved 
evergreen coniferous tree of the 


genus Taxus, bearing berry- 
like cones. 2 its wood. [Old 
English] 


Y-fronts 7.p/. Brit. propr. men’s 
or boys’ briefs with a Y-shaped 
seam at the front. 

Yeedrasil /ig-dra-sil/ n. 
(in Scandinavian myth- 

ology) an ash tree whose 

roots and branches join 
heaven, earth, and 
hell. (from Old Norse 
les, ‘Odin’ + drasill 
‘horse’] 
YHA addy: (im the UK 
Youth Hostels Association. 

Yid 1. slang offens. a Jew. 

Yiddish e 7. a vernacular used 
by Jews in or from central and 
castern Europe, originally a German dialect with 
words from Hebrew and several modern lan- 
guages. @ adj. of or relating to this language. [from 
German jiidisch Jewish] 


YEW: 
GOMMON YEW 
tTavus baccatai 


yield e ©. 1 & (also absol.) produce or return as a 
fruit, profit, or result (fhe fand yields crops: the land 
yields poorly, the investuent yields 15° 0). 2h. give up: 
surrender, concede; comply with a demand for 

yielded the fortress: yielded themselves prisoners. 3 inh 
often foll. by fe) a surrender: make submission. 
b eive consent or change one’s course of acuion in 
vulded to pei 
inferior or 


deference to: respond as required to 
4 mb. toll. by to be 


vuayion contess 


Qh: 


" 


yielding 


YIN 

In Chinese philosophy, yin represents one 
half of the duality in the universe. Yin is 
the feminine force, associated with the 
heavens and the Moon. Yin is comple- 
mented by yang, the male force, associ- 
ated with the Earth and the Sun. The 
symbol for yim and yang 1s divided into 
the dark (yin) and light (yang). The dots 
in each field represent the potential for 
change within either force. 


' 


seed af 
chang 


yin 


seed of 
change yang 


NUN Ne NN Craceeta Gale 


inferiority to (/ yield to none in understanding the probleni). 
5 intr. (toll. by foi) give right of wavy to other traffic. 
6 int. CS allow another the right to speak in a 
debate etc. @ 2. an amount yielded or produced: an 
output or return. [Old English g(eldan to pay | 
O yielder 7 

yielding adj. 1 compliant, submissive. 2 (of a sub- 
stance) able to bend; soft and pliable, not sult ot 
rigid, 

yield point x. Physic) 


material becomes plastic. 


the stress beyond which a 


yin vn. A (in Chinese philosophy) the passive female 
principle of the universe (cf. yvwc). (Chinese, liter- 
ally ‘shade, feminine, the Moon’| 
yippee /7/. expressing delight or excitement. 
yips 7.p/, (usu. prec. 
by the) collug. ex- 
(treme 
Ness, Csp. Causing 
a golfer to miss an 
easy putt. [20th- 
century comage | 


NeTVOUS- 


ylang-ylang /¢ec- 
lang-ee-lang/ 7 
(also ilang-ilang 

1 <a Malayan 

tree, Gananga od- 
trom the 
vellow 


mala. 
fragrant 
flowers of which a 
perfume is clistlled. 
2 the perfume itself. 
[from ‘Tagalog va lan- 
guage of the Philip- 
pines) dlang ilang] 
YMCA ahh, Young Men's Christian Association. 
yob n. Brit. collo 
4 0 yobbish ad). yobbishness »: 


YLANG-YLANG 


Cananga odorata 


. a lout or hooligan. [back slang for 


yobbo 2. | p/. -os or -oes) Brit. collog. = on 
yod ». 1 the tenth and smallest letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet. 2 its senuyvowel sound. {from Hebrew 
vod | 

yodel e ii; & int. ,yodelled. yodelling: lS 
yodeled, yodeling) sing with melodious inarticu- 
late sounds and frequent changes | 


seen falsetto 


and the normal voice in the manner of the Sywiss 


mountain-dwellers. @ 7. a vodclling ery. [from Ger 


man jodeln| o yodeller 1 


Nhe 


yoga n. 1 a Hindu system of philosophic 
meditation and asceticism designed to 
effect reunion with the universal 
spirit. 2 » a system. of physical 
exercises and breathing con- 
trol used in yoga. [Sanskrit, 
literally “union’| 0 yogic 
ad). 

yogi 7. (pl. yogis) a 
person proficient in 
yoga. [Hindi, from 
yoo.] O yogism n. 

yogurt 7. (also yoghurt) 
a semi-solid sourish food 
prepared from mulk terment- 
ed by added bacteria. [from 

Turkish yogurt| 

yoke e 7. 1 w a wooden crosspiece 
fastened over the necks of two oxen etc. 
and attached to the plough or wagon to 
be drawn. 2 (p/. same or yokes) a pair (of oxen etc.). 
3 an object like a yoke in form or function, e.g a 
wooden shoulder-piece for carry- 
ing a pair of pails, the top section 
of a dress or skirt etc. from which 
the rest hangs. 4 sway, dominion, 
or servitude, esp. when oppres- 
sive. @ vr 1 put a yoke on. 
2 couple or unite (a pair). 
3 :foll. by ¢o) link (one thing) 
to (another). [Old English] 

yokel 7. a rustic; a country 
bumpkin. 

yolk n. 1 the yellow inner part of 
an egg, rich in fat and proteim, that nourishes the 
young before it hatches. & usc. 2 Biol. the corres- 
ponding part of any animal ovum. [Old English, 
from geolu ‘yellow’] a yolked adj. \also in comb.). 
yolkless adj. yolky ad). 

Yom Kippur 7. the most solemn religious fast of 
the Jewish year, the last of the ten days of penitence 
that begin with Rosh Hashana (the Jewish New 
Year). (Hebrew, “day of atonement | 


— 


yomp i.intr, Brit. slang march with heavy equipment 
over difficult terrain. (20th-century comage] 
yon /iferary & dial. @ adv. yonder. @ pron. yonder 
person or thing, [Old English] 
yonder e ad. over there; at some distance m that 
direction; in the place indicated by pointing etc. 
@ del. situated yonder, (Middle English] 
yonks 7.)/. Bril. slang a long time (haren’t seen them for 
JonAs). (20th-century comage| 
yoo-hoo i/. used to attract a person’s attention. 
Yorkshire pudding 7). < a baked 
batter pudding usu. eaten with 
beef. [from  orksAire in 
northern England] 


roast 


Yorkshire terrier 7. 
> a small long-haired 
blue-grey and tan kind 
of terrier. 

Yoruba 7. (fi. same) 
1a member of a black Af 
rican people inhabiting 

the west coast, esp. Ni- 

geria, 2 the language of 
this people. {native name] 


YORKSHIRE 
PUDDINGS 


you pron. (obj, you; fos. your, yours) 1 used 
with reference to the person or persons ad- 
dressed or one such person and one or more 
associated persons. 2 (as int. with a nouns in 
an exclamatory statement ( you fools! ), 3 an 
vencral statements) one, a person, anyone, 
or everyone (i bad at first, but you get used lo 
1), [Old English] 

you and yours /on. you together with your family. 
property ete 

you'd eilx 1 you had. 2 you would. 

you-know-what »). \also you-know-who, a thing 
Ww eperson unspecified but understood. 


YOGA: 
THE BOW POSE 


YOKE: 
CURVED ON YORE 


CTOSSplece 


chain ring 


oxbow 


youth hostel 


yow’ll contr. you will; you shall. 

- young e adj. (younger, youngest) 
1 not far advanced in life, develop- 
ment, or existence; not yet old. 
2 a immatufe or inexperienced. 
b youthful. 3 felt in or characteristic 
of youth (young love, young ambition). 
4 representing young people (loung 
Conservatives; Young England ). 5 (young- 

er) distinguishing one person from 
another of the same name (the young- 
er Pilt). @ n. (collect.) offspring, esp. of 
animals before or soon after birth. 
[Old English] 0 youngish ad), 

young blood sce BLoov. 

young hopeful see Horrrui. 7. 

young lady x. 1 a young (esp. unmar- 

ried) woman; a girl. 2 collog. a girlfriend or 

sweetheart. 

young man 7. 1 a man who 1s young; a boy. 
2 collog. a boytriend or sweetheart. 

young offender 7, a young criminal, esp.: 1 Bri. 

Law a young criminal between 
14+ and 17 years of age, 2 Canad. 
Law a young criminal between 

12 and 18 years of age 
youngster 7. a child or 
young person. 


Young Turk 7. a young 
person eager for radical 
change to the established 

order. {with reference to a 
revolutionary party active in the 
Ottoman Empire in the late 19th and early 20th 
centurics| 


te oll 


young woman 7. 1 a woman who is young. 2 collog. 
a girlfriend or sweetheart. 

your foss.det. 1 of or,belonging to you (your house; 
your own business). 2 collog. usu. derog. much tatked of; 
well known (none so fallible as your self-styled expert). 
[Old English] : 

youw’re cont. you are. 

yours /055,fron. 1 the one or ones belonging to or asso- 
ciated with you (2f 4s yours; yours are over there). 2 your 
letter ( yours of the 10eh). 3 introducing a formula end- 
ing a letter (pours ever,_yours sincerely, yours truly). 0 of 
yours of or belonging to you (a frend of yours). 

yourself pron. (p/. yourselves; 1 a emphat. form ot 
you, b refl. form of you. 2 in your normal state of 
body or mind (are quite yourself again). 0 be yourself 
act in your normal, unconstrained manner. 

youse /yooz/ pron. \also yous) dial. you (usu. more 
than one person). 

youth 7. ( p/. youths) 1 the state of bemg young; the 
period between childhood and adult age. 2 the 
vigour or enthusiasm, inexperience, or other char- 
acteristic of this period. 3 an early stage of devel- 

opment etc. 4a young 


person (esp. male). 
YORKSHIRE 3 ( pl.) young people 
TERRIER collectively (the youth 


of the country) 
English| 
youth club 7. (also 
youth centre) a 
place or organization 
provided for young 
people’s leisure 
activities. 
youthful adj. 1 young, 
esp. In appearance or 
manner. 2 having the 
characteristics of vouth 
( youthful impatience). 3 having the freshness or vigoun 
of youth (a youthful complexion). O youthfully ad: 
youthfulness 1 


[Old 


youth hostel 7. a place where (esp. young) holiday- 
makers can put up cheaply for the night. o youth 
hosteller » 


you’ve 


you’ve contr. you have. 

yowle 7. a loud wailing cry of or as of a cat or dog 
in pain or distress. @ vir. utter a yowl. 

yo-yo @ 7. (pl. yo-yos) propr 1 ¥ a toy consisting of 
a pair of joined discs with a deep groove between 
them in which string is attached and wound, and 
which can be spun alternately downward and 
upward by its weight and momentum as the string 
unwinds and rewinds. 2 a thing that repeatedly falls 
and rises again. @ v.inir (yo-yoes, yo-yoed) 1 play 
with a yo-yo. 2 move up and down; fluctuate. [20th- 
century coinage] 


——— ne oe | 


a eo 


direction of \. 
spin a strin o 


| unwinding 
weighl 


direction 
tS of Spin 


rs * 
5 


Ri string ee momenta 
] : et : 
hulls yo-yo | ee wind. 
pulls yo rewinding a 
down 7 yo-Vvo 
back up 
N.. string 


YO-YO: DEMONSTRATION 
OF A YO-YO’S ACTION 


yr. abby, 1 year(s). 2 younger. 
3 your. 

YTS = abbr. 
Scheme. 

ytterbium /i-ter-bi-iim/ 7. Chem. 
a silvery metallic element of the 
lanthanide series occurring nat- 
urally as various isotopes. [mamed 
after Yiterby in Sweden] 

yttrium /it-ri-tim/ n. Chem. a 
greyish metallic element resem- 
bling the lanthanides, occurring 
naturally in uranium ores and 
used in making superconduct- 
ors. [formed as vrrexuium] 

Y2K abbr. vear 2000. 

yucca 7. > any plant of the genus 
Yucca (lily family), with swordlike 
leaves. [Carib] 

yuck (also yuk) s/ang @ int. an 
expression of strong distaste or 
disgust. @ 7, something messy or repellent. 


Youth ‘Training 


yucky adj. (also yukky) (-ier, -1est) s/ang 1 messy. 
repellent. 2 sickly, sentimental. 

Yugoslav (also Jugoslav)e 7. 1 a native or national 
of the former Yugoslavia in SE Europe. 2 a person 
of Yugoslav descent. @ ad. of or relating to 
Yugoslavia or its people. [based on Serbo-Croat jug 
‘south’| 0 Yugoslavian adj. @ n. 

yuk var. of yuck 

yukky var. of yucky 

Yule 7. (in full Yuletide) avchai the Christmas festi- 


YUCCA 
(Yucca elephantipes “Variegata’) 


YWCA 


val. [Old English, originally applied 
to a heathen festival| 
yule log x. 1 a large log burnt on 
Christmas Eve. 2 a log-shaped 
chocolate cake eaten at Christmas. 
yummy ad). (yummier, yummi- 
est) colloq. tasty, delicious. 
yum-yum i7/. expressing pleasure 
from eating or the prospect of 
eating. 
yup var. of yep. 
yuppie 7. (also yuppy) (//. -ies) 
collog., usu. derog. a young middle- 
class professional person working in 
a city. [from young urban fprofes- 
sional] 0 yuppiedom 2. 
yuppify wir (-ies, -ied) (esp. as 
yuppified adj.) collog. make typical 
of or suitable for yuppies. 0 yuppi- 
fication n. 
yurt n. 1 w a circular tent of felt, 
skins, etc., on a collapsible fy 
framework, used by nomads “covering 
in Mongolia and Siberia. = 
2 a semi-subterranean 
hut, usu. of tumber 
covered with earth 
or turf. [from Turk- 
ish jurt| 
YWCA abbr. 
Women’s 
Association. 


A LAE AL O 


wrtlore 
frame 


Young 
Christian 


UY 


Z n. (also z) (pl. Zs or Z’s) 1 the twenty-sixth letter 
of the alphabet. 2 (usu. z) Algebra the third un- 
known quantity. 3 (usu. z) Geom. the third coord- 
inate. 


zabaglione /za-bil-yoh-ni/ n. an Italian sweet of 


whipped and heated egg volks, sugar, and wine. 
[Italian] 

zag @ 7. a sharp change of direction in a zigzag 
course. @ vim: (zagged, zagging) perform a zag. 

zander 7. (p/. usu. same) a large pikeperch, Stizoste 
dion lucioperca, native to central and N. Europe and 
introduced in W. Europe. [German] 

ZANU /zah-noo/ abbr: Zimbabwe African Nation- 
al Union. 

zany ® adj. (zanier, zaniest) comically idiotic: 
crazily ridiculous. @ 7. a buffoon or jester. [based on 
the Venetian form of Gianni, Giovanni John’, stock 
naine of servants acting as clowns in the commedia 
dell'arte| GO zanily adi. zaniness 7. 

zap slang @ 7. (zapped. zapping) 1 /, a kill or des- 
troy; deal a sudden blow to. b hit forcibly (zapped the 
ball over the net), 2 intr. © tr move quickly and vigor- 
ously. 3 é overwhelm emotionally. 4 tr Computing 
erase or change (an item in a program). 5 iér (oll. 


fabric envelope 


NOV 
(rem ©) 


by through) fast-forward a videotape to skip a sec- 
tion. @ 7. 1 energy, vigour. 2 a strong emotional ef 
fect. @ it. expressing the sound or impact of a 
bullet, ray gun, ete., or any sudden event, 

zappy adj. \zappier. zapptest) cv/log. 1 lively, ener- 
getic. 2 suiking 

ZAPU /zah-poo/ abbr. Zimbabwe African People’s 
Union. 

Zarathustrian var. of ZoKroysi Riv. 

zarzuela /thar-thway-la/ 7. 1 a Spanish trad- 
itional form of operetta. 2 a Spanish dish of vari- 
ous kinds of rich 
[Spanish] 

zeal 7. earnestness or fervour in advancing a cause 
or rendering service. [from Greek zélas| 


seafood cooked moa sauce 


zealot /zel-6t/ n. 1 an uncompromising or ex- 
treme partisan; a fanatic. 2 (Zealot, /is/. a member 
of an ancient Jewish sect aiming at a world Jewish 
theocracy and resisting the Romans unul vw 70 
[from Greek zédfes| 0 zealotry n. 

zealous /zel-ts/ ad). full ol zeal: 
o zealously ad:. zealousness 1) 


enthusiastic 


zebra n. (p/. same or zebras, 1 any of various AL 
rican quadrupedls, esp. Equus burchell. related to the 
ass and horse, with black and white stripes. & tn 
rain, 2 atin) with alternate dark and pak 
fItalian, Spanish, & Portuguese, 
‘wild ass’] 


tripe 
earlier in sensi 


Zion 


zebra crossing 7. Bril. a 
striped street-crossing 
where pedestrians 
have precedence 
over vehicles. 

zebu 7, ® a humped 
ox. Bos indicus, of 
India, E. Asia, and 
Africa, [from French 
zébul 

zed ii. Brit. the letier 
Z. [from Greek zeta] 

zee n. LS the letter Z. 

17th-century — coin- 

age] 

Zeitgeist /tsyt-gyst/ n. 1 the spirit of the times. 

2 the trend of thought and feeling in a period. 

German, from ei/ ‘time’ + Geist ‘spirit’] 

Zen ni. a Japanese school of Buddhism emphasizing 

he value of meditation and intuition. [ Japanese, 

iterally ‘meditation’| a Zenist x. (also Zennist). 

zenith 7. 1 the part of the celestial sphere directly 
above an observer (opp. \avir). 2 the highest point 
in one’s fortunes; a time of great prosperity etc. 
{from Arabic samt (ar-ra\) ‘path (over the head)’ | 


ZEBU 
(Bos indicus) 


zeolite n. cach of a number of minerals consisting 
mainly of hydrous silicates of calcium, sodium, 
and aluminium, able to act as cation exchangers. 
[based on Greek zein ‘to boul’, from their charac- 
teristic swelling and fusing under a blowpipe] 
0 zeolitic ad). 

zephyr /zef-cr/ n. literary a mild gentle wind 
or breeze. {from Greek zephuros “(god of the) 
west wind | 

Zeppelin 7. /is/. ¥ a large German dirigible airship 
of the early 20th c., originally for military use. 
[named after Count F. von Jeppelin, German air- 
man, 1838 1917, its first constructor] 


ZEPPELIN: stabilizing 


RIGID-FRAMED ZEPPELIN fin 


S 
registration | < senger car 
number 


zero @ 7. (~/, -os) 1 a the figure 0; nought. b no 


quantity or number; nil. 2 a point on the scale of 


an instrument from which a positive or negative 
quantity is reckoned. 3 (aiid) having a value of 
zero; no, not any (zero population growth). 4 (in full 
zero hour) a the hour at which a planned, esp. 
military, operation is tmed to begin. b a crucial 
moment. 5 the lowest point; a nullity or nonentity. 
@ «fr. (-oes, -oed) 1 adjust (an instrument etc.) to 
zero point. 2 set the sights of (a gun) for firing, 
O zero in on I take aim at. 2 focus one’s attention 
on, [from Arabic si/r capher | 
zero option 7. a disarmament 
proposal for the total removal of 
certam types of weapons on both 
sides. 
zero-rate (.//, (csp. as zero-rated 
ad.) Bri. rate as not liable to a levy 
of value added tax. 
zero tolerance 7. non-acceptance 
of antisocial hehaviour, especially 
by strict and uncompromising 
application of the law 
zest 7. 1 piquancy; a stimulating 
flavour or quality. 2 a keen enjoy- 
ment or interest. b yoften foll. by 
for, relish. © gusto centered into if with 
“evs. 3 fine shreds of the oute 
coloured part of the peel of citrus 


ZINNIA 


vinnia elegans 
‘Dreamland Scarlet’) 


fruit used as flavouring. [from 
French zeste ‘orange or lemon 
peel’] 0 zestful adj. zestful- 
ly adv. zestfulness n. zesty 
adj. (zestier, zestiest). 
zeta /zee-ta/ n. the sixth 
letter of the Greek alphabet 
(Z, ¢). [Greek] 
zeugma /zewg-ma/ n. a figure of 
speech using a verb or adjective with two 
nouns, to one of which it is strictly applic- 
able while the word appropriate to the 
other is not used (e.g. with weeping eyes and 
[sc. grieving] hearts) (ct. syiurpsts). [based on 
Greek zeugnunai ‘to yoke’|] 0 zeugmatic ad). 
zidovudine /zi-dov-yuu-dyn/ zn. drug used to treat 
HIV and other viral infections. [arbitrary alter- 
ation of chemical name] 
zig @ 7). an abrupt angled movement, esp. in a zigzag 
course. @ vinir. (zigged, zigging) perform a zig. 
ziggurat 7. ¥ a rectangular stepped tower in an- 
cient Mesopotamia, surmounted by a temple. 
[from Semitic zgguratu ‘pinnacle’ 


platfer Mt 


ZIGGURAT: RECONSTRUCTION 
OF A ZIGGURAT, FROM ¢.2100 BG 


zigzag e 7. 1 a line ot. course having abrupt alter- 
nate right and left turns. 2 (often in pi.) each of 
these turns. @ adj. having the form of a zigzag: alter- 
nating right and left..e adz. with a zigzag course. 
@ wimtr (zigzagged, zigzagging) move in a zigzag 
course. {from German <ickzack] 

zilch n. esp. .\ Amer. slang nothing. [20th-century 
coinage | 

zillion 7, collog. an indefinite large number. a zil- 
lionth ad). G n. 

Zimmer 7. (in {ull Zimmer frame) /ropr. a kind of 
walking frame. [name of the manufacturer] 

zinc e 7. Chem. a white metallic element occurring 
naturally as zine blende, and used as a component 
of brass and other alloys, in galvanizing sheet iron, 
and in electric batteries. > murat. @ utr (usu. as 
zinced adj.) coat (iron etc.) with zinc or a zinc 
compound to prevent rust. [from German Zink] 

zinc blende see bivni.. 

zinc oxide n. a powder used as a white pigment and 
in medicinal ointments. 
zing collog, @ n. vigour, cnergy. @ ini, move swiftly 
or with a shrill sound. 0 zingy adj. 
\zingier, zingiest). 

zinger 7. esp. L'S slang 1 a wisecrack. 
2 an unexpected turn of events. 
3 an outstanding person or thing, 

zinnia n. <a plant of the genus 
<innia (daisy family), with showy 
rayed flowers of deep red and other 
colours. {named after J. G. Cinn, 
German physician and botanist. 
1727 59] 

Zion vn. .also Sion) 1 the hill i 
Jerusalem on which the city of 
David was built. 2 a the Jewish 
people or religion. b the Christian 
Church. 3 (in Christian thought) 
the Kingdom of God in Heaven. 
{from Hebrew yivdn| 


Zionism 


| ZODIAC 


The zodiac is an imaginary band around the celestial 
sphere, which is clivided into 12 parts known as the 
constellations of the zodiac. The band contains the 
ecliptic (the line representing the Sun’s apparent path 

| across the sky over the course of the year), and the Sun, 
Moon, and planets are always to be found within its 
jumits. Each constellation of the zodiac contains a pattern 
of stars that represents an animal or character from 
Greek mythology. The zodiac originated as a device 
for measuring time, but by the 5th century BC it had 
been incorporated into attempts to determine character 
and predict the future. Although there is no scientific 
proof of its validity, astrologers still use the zodiac for 
assessing trends in people’s emotional and physical lives. 


CONSTELLATIONS OF 


SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC 


TAURUS (BULL) 
21 APR -20 May 


ARIES (RAM) 
21 MAR-20 Apr 


SCORPIO (SCORPION 
Cate | NON 


LIBRA (SC ALES 


22 SER Ie? OG 22 Nov 


Zionism 7. a movement for the re-establishment and 
the development of a Jewish nation in what is now 
Israel. 0 Zionist 1. G ad). 


zip e 7. 1 a light fast sound, as 
through 


zit n. esp. US 


of a bullet passing 
vigour, 3 esp. Brit 
a (in full zip fas- 
tener <a fastenuig 
device of flex- 
ible strips with mter- 
ben locking 
closed or opened by 
pulling a slide along 
them. b .aftrih. 
ing a zip fastener (zip 


ar. 2 


cnergy 


two 


fingers and 


projections 


hav- 


; bag). @ zipped. 

ue zipping) | f. © inh 

lised often foll. by up 

ae fasten with a zip 
COUL 


fastener. 2 int, move 


flevibl 


VHE ZODIAG 
SHOWN ON THE CELESTIAL SPHERE 


GEMINI (TWINS 
21 May 20 JUN 


SAGITENRICS { 
20 Dre 


zirconium 7. (hem. a grey metallic element occur- 
ring naturally in zircon and used in various indus- 
trial applications 


zither 7. Va musical instrument consisting of a flat 
wooden body with numerous strings stretched 
across it. placed horizontally and played with the 


Oo zitherist 7. 


funing pegs 


zonation 
3 I ey 
Taurus _ * 
Pisces 
Gemini -— 
_ Aquarius 
Cancer -— 
{ ‘ 
Earth — 
celestial 


bso equaton 


celestial 


’ 


Sasittarius 


~e liptu 
la +} 


. 
~ Scorpio 
Virgo i 


“N\ Laihra 


VIRGO (VIRGIN) 
21 SEP’ 


LEO (LION 
23) | UN 


CANCER (CRAB) 


21 JuN 21 JUL 21 AUG 


22 AUG 


> f 


AQUARIUS (WATER-BEARER 
20 JAN 18 FEB 


ARCHER} PISCES 


19 FEB 


CAPRICORN (GOAT) 
21 Dre 19 JAN 


(11SH 
20 MAR 


all apparent positions of the Sun, Moon, and most 
familiar planets, and divided into twelve 
signs) named after 


parts 
Aries. Taurus. 
Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagit- 
tarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, Pisces) and used in 
astrology. 2 a representation of the signs of the 
zodiac or of a similar astrological system. [from 
Greek zaidiakos| 


onstellations 
i pimple. [20th-century coinage 
I a 


lang 


a plectrum. © sikincin. [German] 


ae Usage Owing to precession of the equinoxes, 
each sign of the zodiac now im fact coincides rough- 
ly with the constellation corresponding to the 
preceding sign, 


b ridge 7 ft 


ing 


zodiacal adj, of or in the zodiac. 
zoetrope /zoh-i-trohp/ 7. Ais! > 
an optical toy in the form of a 
cylinder with a series of pic 
tures on the inner surface 
which give an impression 


rotating 
peeclure cylind 


with zip o1 at high of contmuous motion 
serip speed. sound halk sound box | when viewed through 
Zip code x. (also slits with the cylinder 
ZIP code. zip code ZITHER: | 7 TH-CENPURY CHINESE ZITHER rotating, [based on 
ZU FASB Ia USa system of postal Greek 20€ ‘life’ + meena 
codes consisting of five-digit or nine-digit numbers. — zizz Brit. collog. @ n. 1 a whizzing or buzzing sound. -lropos “turning | St 
[from zone improvement flan] 2 a short sleep, @ vz 1 make a whizzing sound. —zoie /zoh-ik/ adj. 1 of pindl 
zipper esp. US e n. a zip fastener. @ vir (olten , 2 doze or sleep o) relating to animals 
foll. by up) fasten with a zipper. G zippered ad). er ’ zloty ‘zlot-i/ n. { pl. same o1 2 Geol. \of rock ete.) con- 
zippy “d). ‘zippier. zippiest alloy. 1 bright wt alii zlotys or zloties) the chict taining fossils: with traces ol Foemanatte 
fresh, lively. 2 fast, speedy. o zippily , monetary unit of Poland anunal or plant li 
zippiness | [Polis h, literally golden’ ] zombie 1. 1 dull or apathetic person. 2 a 
zip-up aliri).ad) ible to be fastened with Zn symb. Chem. the elem- corpse said to be revived by witchcraft. [from West 
a zip fastener. ent zinc African zambi fetish’ | 
zircon 7. & a zirconiuni silicate of ZIRCON zodiac 7. 1 A a belt of zonation 2. distribution im zones, esp. Erol.) of 
which some transhicent varieties are the heavens within about plants int nes characte int ninant 
cut into gems. {from German kon] 8 of th liptic, meludiu spect 


zone 


zone e 7. 1 an area having particular features, prop- 
erties, purpose, or use (danger zone; erogenous zone; 
smokeless zone), 2 any well-defined region of more or 
less beltlike form. 3 a an area between two exact or 
approximate concentric circles. b a part of the 
surface of a sphere enclosed between two parallel 
planes, or of a cone or cylinder etc. between such 
planes cutting it perpendicularly to the axis. 4 (in 
full time zone) a range of longitudes where a 
common standard time is used. 5 Geol. etc. a range 
between specified limits of depth, height, etc., esp. 
a section of strata distinguished by characteristic 
fossils. 6 Geog. any of five divisions of the Earth 
bounded by the Arctic and Antarctic Circles and 
the tropics. @ «fr 1 encircle as or with a zone. 
2 arrange or distribute by zones. 3 assign as or toa 
particular area. [from Greek zoné ‘girdle’] o zonal 
adj. zoning 7. (in sense 3 of x). 

zonk s/ange 7. 1 fr hit or strike. 2 (often foll. by out) 
a fr overcome with sleep; intoxicate. b ifr fall 
heavily asleep. @ 7. (often as ii.) the sound of a blow. 

zoo 7. an establishment which maintains a collec- 
tion of usu. wild animals in a park, gardens, etc., 
for display to the public, conservation, ete. [abbre- 
viation of ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN] 

zoo- /zoo-oh, zoh-oh/ comb. form of animals or 
animal life. [from Greek 2d/on ‘animal’] 

zooid /zoo-vid, zoh-oid/ n. 1 a more or less inde- 
pendent invertebrate organism arising by budding 
or fission. 2 a distinct member of an invertebrate 
colony. & zooidal acd). 

zookeeper 7, an animal attendant employed in a 
Z00, 


zoological garden 7. (also zoological gardens 
n.pl.) = 200. 

zoology /z00-ol-6ji, zoh-ol-6ji/ n. the scientific 
study of animals, esp. with reference to their struc- 
ture, physiology, classification, and distribution. 
2 zoological adj. zoologically adi. zoologist 7. 


zoom e@ v. 1 int, move quickly, esp. with a buzzing 
sound. 2 a intr. cause an aeroplane to mount at high 
speed and a steep angle. b fr cause (an aeroplane) 
to do this. 3 a intr (of a camera) close up rapidly 
from a long shot to a close-up. b @ cause (a lens or 
camera) to do this. @ 7. 1 an aeroplane’s steep 
climb. 2 a zooming camera shot. 

zoom lens 7. a lens allowing a camera to zoom by 
varying the focal length. > Camcorver 

zoomorphic /z00-6-mor-fik, zoh-6-mor-fik/ ad). 
1 dealing with or represented in animal forms. 
2 having gods of animal form. [based on Greek 
morphé ‘torm’| O zoomorphism 7. 

zoonosis /z00-6-noh-sis, zoh-d-noh-sis/ 7. (pi. 
-noses) any of various diseases which can be trans- 
mitted to humans from animals. [based on Greek 
nosos ‘disease’ | 

zoophyte /zoo-6-f\t, zoh-5-fyi/ n. a plantlike ani- 
mal, esp. a coral, sea anemone, or sponge, 0 zoo- 
phytic ad). 

Zoroastrian /z0-roli-ass-tri-an/ (also Zarathus- 
trian /za-ra-thuus-tri-an/) @ adj. of or relating to 
Zoroaster (or Zarathustra) or the religion taught by 
him or his followers in the Zend-Avesta, sacred 
writings which portray a conflict between a spirit of 
light and good and a spirit of darkness and evil. @ 7, 
a follower of Zoroaster. [based on Carathustra, name 
of the Persian founder of the rehgion (6th c. #c)| 

Zouave /zoo-ahv/ n. 1 a member of a French 
light-infantry corps originally formed of Algerians 
and retaining their oriental uniform. 2 (in pi.) 
women’s trousers with wide tops, tapering to a nar- 
row ankle. [French, from ouaoua, name of a tribe| 

zouk /200k/ n. an exuberant style of popular music 
combining Caribbean and Western elements and 
having a fast heavy beat. [French] 

ZPG abbr. zero population growth. 

Zr yymb. Chem. the element zirconium. 


zygote 


zucchetto /tsuu-ket-oh/ n. (pl. -os) a Roman 
Catholic ecclesiastic’s skullcap, black for a priest, 
purple for a bishop, red for a cardinal, and white 
for a pope. [from Itahan zucchetia ‘little gourd’] 

zucchini /zuu-kee-ni/ n. (p/s same or zucchinis) 
esp. NV. Amer. & Austral. a courgette. > VEGETABLE. 
[Italian, literally “little gourds’ | 

Zulu e x. 1 a member of a black South 
African people originally inhabiting 
Zululand and Natal. 2 the lan- 
guage of this people. @ ad). » of 
or relating to this people or 
language. [native name] 

zwieback /zwee-bak/ 
n.akind of biscuit rusk 
or sweet cake toasted 
in slices. [German, lit- 
erally ‘twice baked’ 

zydeco /zy-di-koh/ n. 
a kind of Afro-Amer- 
ican dance music ori- 
ginally from southern 
Louisiana. [Louisiana 
Creole, possibly from 
French les haricots in a 
dance-tune tile] 

zygoma 7. (pl. zygomata) the 
bony arch of the cheek formed 
by connection of the zygomatic and temporal 
bones. [Greek, based on zugon ‘yoke’] 0 zygomatic 
ad). 

zygomatic arch 7, = 2yGoMa. 

zygomatic bone 7. the bone that forms the prom- 
inent part of the cheek. > skrLETON, SKULI 

zygospore 7. a thick-walled spore formed by cer- 
tain fungi. 

zygote n. Bil. a cell formed by the union of two 
gametes. > ovary. [from Greek zugdtos ‘yoked’] 0 zyg- 
otic adj. zygotically adi. 
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PODTICAL MIAP OF THE 


HIS MAP depicts the political 

boundaries of the world’s 
nations. There are currently 192 
independent countries in the world — 
a marked increase from the 82 that 
existed in 1950. With the trend 
towards greater fragmentation, this - il 
figure is likely to increase. There are 
also some 60 overseas dependencies 
still in existence, with various forms 
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of local administration, but all be- 
longing to a sovereign state. The 
largest country in the world is the 
Russian Federation, which covers 
17,075,400 sq. km (6,592,800 sq. 


mi.), while the smallest is the Vatican er 
City, covering 0.44 sq. km (0.17 sq. 
mi.). Under the Antarctic Treaty of 


1959, no countries are permitted 
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PHYSICAL MAP OF THE WORLD 


; YHIS MAP shows the world’s 
topographic relief both above 


and below sea level. Seas and oceans 


occupy around 70% of the Earth’s 


total surface area of 510,000,000 sq. 


km (197,000,000 sq. mi.), whereas 
land covers a mere 149,000,000 
sq. km (57,500,000 sq. mi.). While 
most land is found in the northern 
hemisphere, the only continents 
located exclusively in this region 
are North America and Europe. 
Similarly, only Australia and Ant- 
arctica are situated purely in the 
southern hemisphere. The circum- 
ference of the world at the equator 
is 40,077 km (24,900 miles) and 
the diameter from pole to pole is 
12,714 km (7,900 miles). 


—— 

4 Severnay 

Spritshergen LP - ee os e oy Remlya 
Franz josef <3 


. - Land 
r 
Novaya 


Coney 
Ra 


’ 
5 
_ 

! Iceland 


Azores 
Madea _ 


Canary blands ie 


(sey, 


- = : Arabian Sea 4 Bag , 
KEY TO ELEVATION z Cite “eto #3 fran j 
= Islands Islands, 
om Sr Lanka cl 
ABOVE BELOW ois “Tan” i 
SEA LEVEL SEA LEVEL 7». hme f ew 
above 7 SEA LEVEL ae : 
4,000 m || \ Basin & 4 g 
ATL AV ae Sa a 2 
4,000 m JL -250m ~ inn re ~<. . “as 
(13,124 ft) (-820 ft) Wa. so one . x 
a St Helena ty f ¥ X i N D I A N Re 
os Basin A ~ 
2,000 m a -500 m a ‘ ; FS 
(6,562 fi) (-1,640 ft) = — Tieton: of Mauritius 4 
og 3 Deol — we r - a» & = 
1,000 m 4 ~1,000m | Y = ae I ; = 
(3.281 ft) (-3,281 ft) | § = \ : ‘ 
j Se Basu games ‘ — 
500 m _ -2,000 m | i “Tastan da Cunha Cape of yom = 
1,640 ft) (-6,562 fi) | aw i Good Hope \s e, 
| x Gough Istand : 5 a 
we ¢ ait 
250 m § -3,000 m | sot ‘ a, 
820 ft) | (-9,843 ft) | y dy 
* 
100 m | L -4,000 m # E 
328 ft) (-13,124 ft) : 
; : : a South Indian. 
SEA LEVEL _} a below : 
-4.000 m 
below : -c : a 
sea level : —— fas = } bg ANT Ask 
i eau sail iii welife Wie 
| LARGEST CONTINENT | | SMALLEST CONTINENT | LARGEST OCEAN LARGEST ISLAND 
SN AUSTRALASIA PACIFIC OCEAN : GREENLAND 


44,485,900 so. KM 
(17,176,000 sQ, MILES) 


165,384,000 sa. KM 
(63,855,000 SQ, MILES) 


2,175,219 SQ, Ks 
(839,852 SQ, MILES) 


8,924,100 SQ. KM 
(3,445,600 SO, MILES) 


New Sibertan 


Favmanw | 


at of wmter furck me 


of sume PR 1 
adi 


‘ Caroline Islands 


East Siberian Sea 


Latent of summer pak ve 


pm 
{ hukehu Seo 


; Bering Sea 
&s Alevtran Baya 


Gourp out 


Pye eu 


Northwest 
Pacific © = 
Basin 


2 “yy, 
Central + a D Hawai 
Pacific 
eS Bub a ‘ ; ; 
oe Marshall i ie: 
g Astands | 2 


oo 


= mez) OG EN 


a = 
rh _ oe =. soar — wf 
me Phoenix oa 5 
y ee Islands 
Ma, 
. ie, ce i 
oe i . 
Soon 
a a = 
h . a 
Oe - 
. s B yp ie F ay 
* Vanuate e ‘Tonga ey 
zs 
NO hice Coleen Z 
We aich < Southwest 
4 North 
Seu Nand ey 
Pacific 
South |) New 
Island Zealand 
. Basin 
Compll 
e Mister 


Wecopnesses 
denne 


Tuamotn 
Islands 


kK 


PHYSICAL MAP OF THE WORLD 


(naue Banks 
ot Net foundland 


XN 
North Amencan » 
Nee 
NS 
Basin v 
4 $ 


; e. Soe 
, ist Indies yy aa 4, 
a me, ’ 
Caribhean % Les. 
i 


Esser 
Nia Antilles (6) (e & A BNE 


fpr 
ae & 
Galapagos 
Blands 
Brasil 
Peru 
Basin Basin 
Lropie of Capricorn 
Easter island 
Juan Femandez 
Islands 
aligensine 
Bayern 
on Falkland ands 
: a det luego eg ult Georgia 
Cape Horn 
é South Sundten tt 
Drake Passe® Hands 


Antarctic 42 a" 


Peninsula , Ge 
* 


Antarche Corcle 


= Tropic of Cancer 


REFERENCE SECTION 


COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 


HE FOLLOWING LIST OF COUNTRIES of the world has 

been researched from up-to-date sources and includes 
information correct at the time of publication. Each entry 
contains the flag of a country, the noun most widely used 
to describe a person from that country, the related adjec- 
tive in general use, the country’s currency unit, its capital, 
and its estimated total population. All population statistics 


AFGHANISTAN 

PERSON: Afghan 

RELATED ADj.: Afghan 

CURRENCY: afghani = 100 puls 

CaPITAL: Kabul 

POPULATION: 21.500.000 | 


ANDORRA 


PERSON: Andorran 
RELATED ADJ.: Andorran 
CURRENCY: French franc & Spanish peseta 
CAPITAL: Andorra la Vella 

POPULATION: 65.000 


ARGENTINA 


PERSON: Argentinian _— 
RELATED ADJ: Argenune/Argentinian | 

' CURRENCY: Argentine peso = 10,000 australes | 
CaPiTAL: Buenos Aires | 

| 


POPULATION: 35.000,000 


ALBANIA 


PERSON: Ajbanian 
RELATED ADj,: Albanian 
CURRENCY: new lek = 100 qindarka 
CAPITAL: Tirana 

| POPULATION: 3,500,000 


ANGOLA 


| PERSON: Angolan 
RELATED Apbj.: Angolan 
CURRENCY: new kwanza = 100 Iwei 
CAPITAL: Juanda 
POPULATION: 1 1.500.000 


| ARMENIA 


PERSON: Armenian 
| RELATED ADJ.: Armenian 
| CURRENCY: dram = 100 luma | 
| CAPITAL: Yerevan | 
| POPULATION: 4.600,000 
L 


AUSTRIA 


PERSON: Austrian 
RELATED ADj.: Austrian 
CURRENCY: euro = cent 
CAPITAL: Vienna 
POPULATION: 8.000.000 


BAHRAIN 


PERSON: Bahraini 
RELATED ADj.: Bahraini 
CURRENCY: Bahraini dinar = 1.000 fils 
CAPITAL: Manama 
POPULATION: 600.000 


BELGIUM 


PERSON: Belgian 

RELATED ADj.: Beletan 
CURRENCY: curo = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Brussels 
POPULATION: [0,1] 00,000 


BENIN 


PERSON: Beninese 
RELATED AD}J.: Beninese 
CURRENCY: African franc 
CAPITAL: Porto-Novo 
POPULATION: 5,600,000 


Peuall 


, AZERBAIJAN 


PERSON: Azerbaijani 
RELATED ADJ.: Azerbaijani 
CURRENCY; manat = 100 gopik 
CAPITAL: Baku | 
POPULATION: 7.600.000 | 


BANGLADESH 


PERSON: Bangladeshi 
RELATED ADjJ.: Bangladeshi 
CURRENCY: taka = 100 poisha 
CAPITAL: Dhaka 
POPULATION: 123,100,000 


BELIZE 


PERSON: Belizian 
RELATED ADj.: Belizian | 
CuRRENCY: Belizian dollar = 100 cents 

CAPITAL: Belmopan | 
POPULATION: 200,000 | 


= : 2 
BHUTAN 
PERSON: Bhutanese 
RELATED ADJ.: Bhutanese 
CURRENCY: negultrum = 100 chetrum 


CAPITAL: Vhimphu 
POPULATION: 1.700.000 | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


were compiled in 1996, with the exception of the follow- 
ing, which are based on 1994 estimates: Andorra, Antigua 
and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, Kiribati, Liechtenstein, 
Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Monaco, Nauru, Palau, San 
Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, the Seychelles, St Kitts 
and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Taiwan, Tonga, Tuvalu, and the Vatican City. 


ALGERIA 


PERSON: Algerian 
RELATED Apj.: Algerian 
CurRENCY: Algerian dinar = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Algiers 

POPULATION: 28,600,000 ' 


ANTIGUA & BARBUDA 


PERSON: Antiguan, Barbudan 
RELATED Apj.: Antiguan, Barbudan 
CURRENCY: East Caribbean dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: St Jolin’s 

POPULATION: 65.000 


AUSTRALIA 


PERSON: Australians 
RELATED ADj.: Augivalian | 
CURRENCY: Australian dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Canberra 

POPULATION: 18,500,000 


~ 


BAHAMAS 


PERSON: Bahamian 

RELATED ADjJ.: Bahamian 

CURRENCY: Bahamian dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Nassau 

POPULATION: 300.000 


BARBADOS 


PERSON: Barbadian 
RELATED ADj.: Barbadian 
CURRENCY: Barbadian dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Bridgetown 

POPULATION: 300.000 


BELORUSSEA ‘ 


PERSON: Belorussian/ 
Byelorussian 

RELATED ADjJ.: Belorussian/Byelorussian 

CuRRENCY: Belorussian rouble 

CAPITAL: Minsk POPULATION: 10,000,000 


BOLIVIA 


PERSON: Bolivian 

RELATED Apj.: Bolivian 
CURRENCY: Boliviano = 100 centavos 
CAPITALS: La Paz, Sucre 
POPULATION: 7.600.000 


BOSNIA & 
HERZEGOVINA 


PERSON: Bosnian | 
RELATED ADj.: Bosnian | 
| 


CuRRENCY: Bosnian dinar = 100 paras 
CAPITAL; Sarajevo POPULATION: 3,300,000 


BRUNEI 


PERSON: Bruncian 
RELATED ADj.: Bruncian | 
CURRENCY: Bruncian dollar = 100 sen 

Capita: Bandar Seri Begawan 

POPULATION: 3()0),.000 


BURMA (MYANMAR) 


PERSON: Burmese 
RELATED ADj.: Burmese 
CuRRENCY: kyat = 100 pyas 
CAPITAL: Rangoon 
POPULATION: #7.500),000 


CAMEROON 


PERSON: Cameroonian 
RELATED ADJ.: Cameroonian 
CURRENCY: African franc 
CAPITAL: Yaounde 
POPULATION: 13,600,000 


CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC 


PERSON: n/a 

RELATED ADJ.: n/a 
CURRENCY: .\frican lranc 
CAPITAL: Bangui POPULATION: 3.400.000 | 


fi 


BOTSWANA 


PERSON: Tswana 

RELATED ADJ.: Botswanan 
CuRRENCY: pula = | 00 thebe 
CAPITAL: Gaborone 
POPULATION: 1,500,000 


BULGARIA 


PERSON: Bulgarian 
RELATED ADj.: Bulgarian 
CURRENCY: lev = 100 stotinki 
CAPITAL: Sofia 
POPULATION: 8,700,400 


BURUNDI ba 


PERSON: Burundian 

RELATED ADJ.:; Burundian | 
CURRENCY: Burundian franc = 10 centimes 
CAPITAL: Bujumbura 

POPULATION: 6,600,000 


CANADA 
PERSON: Canadian LL 
RELATED ADJ.: Canadian | 
CURRENCY: Canacian dollar = 100 cents | 


CAPITAL: Ottawa 
POPULATION: 29.800.000 


CHAD 


PERSON: Chadian 

RELATED Apj.: Chacian | 
CURRENCY: African [ran 

CAPITAL: Ndjamena 

POPULATION: 6.500.000 


CHINA 


PERSON: Chinese | 
RELATED ADJ.: Chinese | 
CURRENCY: yuan = 1() jiao or 100 fen ‘all 
CAPITAL: Beijing 
POPULATION: 1.254.300.000 


CONGO 


PERSON: Congolese 
RELATED ADJ.: Congolese 
CURRENCY: .\frican [rane 
CAPITAL: Brazzaville 
POPULATION: 2.700.000 


N 


> 
> 
> 


CROATIA tg 


PERSON: Croat or Croatian 
RELATED ADJ.: Croat or Croatian 
CURRENCY: kuna = 100 lipa 
CAPITAL: Zayrch 

POPULATION: 4,500,000 


OPE CSTHL [RS evil Gs 


PERSON: ( zal) 
RELATED ADJ.: Czech 
CURRENGY: Czech koruna = 100 haleru 
CAPITAL: Prague 

POPULATION: 1|0.300.000 


yr | 


COLOMBIA ! 


PERSON: Colombian 

RELATED ADj.: Colombian 

CuRRENCY: Colombian peso = 100 centavos 
CAPITAL: Bogota 

POPULATION: 39.700.000 


| 
| 
| 


CONGO (formerly ZAvrre ) 


PERSON: Congolese 

RELATED ADJ.: Congolese 
CURRENCY: new Zaire = LOO miatkuta 
CAPITAL: Kinshasa 

POPULATION: 159.300.0000 


CUBA 


PERSON: Cuban 

RELATED ADJj.: Cuban 

QURRENCY: Cuban peso = 100 centavos 
CAPITAL: Havan 

POPULATION: 1|1.J 00.000 


DENMARK 


PERSON: Darn 

RELATED ADJ.: Danish 
CuRRENGY: Danish krone = 100 ore 
CAPITAL: Copenhagen 


POPULATION: 3.200.000 


COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 


BRAZIL 


PERSON: Brazilian 

RELATED ADJ.: Brazilian 
CURRENCY: real = 100 centavos 
CAPITAL: Brasilia 
POPULATION: 164,400,000 


BURKINA 


PERSON: Burkinese 
RELATED ADjJ.: Burkinese 
CURRENCY: African franc 
CAPITAL: Ouagadougou 
POPULATION: 10,600,000 


CAMBODIA 


PERSON: Cainbocian 
RELATED ADjJ.: Cambodian 
CURRENCY: riel = 100 sen 
CAPITAL: Phnom Penh 
POPULATION: 10).500.000 


CAPE VERDE 


PERSON: Cape Verdean 
RELATED ADJ.: Cape Verdean 
CURRENCY: Cape Vercdean escuco 
CAPITAL: Praia 

POPULATION: 400),000 


i @ a @ 


CHILE 


PERSON: Chilean 
RELATED ADj.: Chilean 
CURRENCY: Chilean peso = 100 centavos 
CAPITAL; Saitiago 

POPULATION: | $,500.000 


iP m) 
, COMOROS 


PERSON: Comoran 
| RELATED ADJ.: Comoran 
| CURRENCY: .Mrican franc 
| 


CAPITAL: Moroni 
POPULATION: 7()0).U00 


Cost, REA 


PERSON: Costa Rican 

RELATED ADj.: Costa Rican 

CURRENCY: colon = 100 centimos 
| CAPITAL: San José 

POPULATION: 3.500.000 


CYPRUS 


PERSON: Cypriot 

RELATED AD}.: Cypriot 

CURRENCY: Cypriot pound/ Turkish lira 
| CAPITAL: Nicosia 
| POPULATION: 800,000 
| 


— | 
Prrson: 1) 


RELATED ADJ.: Djiboutian | 
» CURRENCY: I jiboutian trance = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Hjibouti 
POPULATION: 600,000 


Dao ri 


REFERENCE SECTION 


r= = 


DOMINICA 


PERSON: Lominican 
RELATED ADj.; Dominican 


PERSON: Dominican 

RELATED ADj.: Dominican 

CURRENCY: East Caribbean dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Roscau 

POPULATION: 71.000 


CAPITAL: Santo Domingo 
POPULATION: 8.()00.000 


mapas “4 
EGYPT ™ 
PERSON: Egyptian Rt cil 
RELATED ADJ.: [egyptian 
CurRRENCY: Egyptian pound = 100 piastres 
CAPITAL: Cairo 
POPULATION: 64,200,000 


[ 
EL SALVADOR 


PERSON: Salvadorcan 
RELATED ADj.: Salvadorcan 


CAPITAL: San Salvactor 


POPULATION: $.'100.0001 


ERITREA ESTONIA 


i 


PERSON: Estonian 

RELATED ADj.; Estonian 
CURRENCY: kroon = 100 sents 
CAPITAL: Tallinn 
POPULATION: 1,500,000 


PERSON: Eritrean 

RELATED ADy.: Eritrean 

CurRRENCY: Ethiopean birr = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Asmara 

POPULATION: 3,600,000 


Fur 


PERSON: Fijian 
RELATED ADj.: Fijian 
CURRENCY: Pijian dollar — 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Suva 

POPULATION: 800.000 


FINLAND 


PERSON: linn 

RELATED ADj.: Finnish 
CURRENCY: curo = 100 senttia 
CAPITAL: Helsinki 
POPULATION: 3.100.000 


GABON GAMBIA 


PERSON: Gabonese 
RELATED ADjJ.: Gabonese 
CuRRENCY: African fran 
CaPItTAL: Libreville 


PERSON: Gambian 

RELATED ADjJ.: Grambian 
CuRRENGY:; dlalasi = 100 Dutut 
CAPITAL: Banjul 


POPULATION: |.400),0U0 POPULATION: 1,200,000 
—E 
GERMANY GHANA 


PERSON: Ghanaian 

' RELATED ADJ.: Ghanaian 
CuRRENCY: cedi = 100 pesewas 
CAPITAL: Accra 
POPULATION: 18.000.000 


PERSON: German 
RELATED ADj.: German 
CURRENCY: curo = 100 cent 
CAPITAL; Berlin 
POPULATION: 81.800.000 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


CURRENCY: colon = 100 centavos 


CuRRENCY: Dominican peso = 100 centavos 


Pi 


| ei 


€ 


‘\/ a "7 


f 
GRENADA GUATEMALA 
PERSON: Grenadian PERSON: (suatemalan 
RELATED ADJ.: Gsrenacian | RELATED ADjJ.: (suatemalan 
CURRENCY: Last Canbbean dollar = 100 cents CURRENCY: quetzal = 100 centavos 
CAPITAL: St George’ CAPITAL: Guatemala City 
POPULATION; 92.000) POPULATION: 10).900.000 
GI JINEA-BISSAU GUYANA 
PERSON: Guinean PERSON: (suvanese 
RELATED ADJ.: Guinean RELATED ADJ.: Ccuyanesc 
CURRENCY: Guinean peso = 100 ecntavos CurRRENCY: Guvanese collar = [OO cents 
CAPITAL: Bissau CAPITAL: Georgetown 
POPULATION: 1|.] 00.000 POPULATION: 800,000 

= 


HONDURAS HUNGARY 


100 centavos 


PERSON: Honduran 
RELATED ADj.: Honduran 
CURRENCY: lempira 
CaPITAL: Tegucigalpa 
POPULATION: 5.800.000 


PERSON: Hungarian 
RELATED ADJ.: Hungarian 
CurRRENCY: forint = 100 filler 
CAPITAL: Budapest 
POPULATION: 10), 100.000 


een 


GEORGIA 


PERSON: Ecuadorean 

RELATED ADj.: Ecuadorean 
CURRENGY: sucre = 100 centavos 
CAPITAL: Quito 

POPULATION: 11,700,000 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


PERSON: Equatorial Guinean 
RELATED ADJ.: [equatorial Guinean 
CurRRENCY: African france 
CAPITAL: Malabo 

POPULATION: 400,000 


Al 


ETHIOPIA 


PERSON: Ethiopian 
RELATED ADJ.: Ethiopian 
CURRENCY: birr = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Addis Ababa 
POPULATION: 56,700,000 


FRANCE 


me 
| 


PERSON: Frenchman/Frenchwoman 
RELATED ADj.: French 
CURRENCY: curo = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Paris 

POPULATION: 58,200,000 


PERSON: Georgian + 
RELATED ADJ.: Georgian 
CURRENCY: coupon - 
CAPITAL: Thilisi 
POPULATION: 5,500,000 


. 


GREECE 


PERSON: Greck 
RELATED ADj.: Greck 

CURRENCY: curo = 100 lepta 
CAPITAL: Athens 
POPULATION: 10,500,000 


GUINEA 


= ii w 


PERSON: Guinean 
RELATED ADJ.: Guinean 

CURRENCY: Guinea frane = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Conakry 

POPULATION: 6.900.000) 


eal 


PERSON: Haitian 

RELATED ADj.: Haitian 
CURRENCY: gourde = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Port-au-Prince 


POPULATION; 7,300,000 


ICELAND 


AP 


PERSON: Icclande 
RELATED AD}.: Icclandi 
CuRRENCY: new Icelandic krona = 100 aurar 
CAPITAL: Revkjavik 

POPULATION: 300.000 


IRAQ 

PERSON; Iraqi 

RELATED ADjJ.: Iraqi 
CURRENCY: Iraqi dinar = 1,000 fils 
CAPITAL: Baghdad 
POPULATION: 21,000,000 


INDIA 5 
PERSON: Indian 

RELATED Apj.: Indian 

CURRENCY: rupec = 100 paisa 

CAPITAL: New Delhi 

POPULATION: 953,000,000 

PERSON: Italian 

RELATED ADj.: Italian 
CURRENCY: curo = 100 centesemi 
CAPITAL: Rome 
POPULATION: 57,200,000 


JAPAN 


PERSON; Japanese 
RELATED ADJ.: Japanese 
CURRENCY: yen = 100 sen 
CAPITAL: Tokyo 
POPULATION: 125,400,000 


KENYA 

PERSON: Kenyan 

RELATED ADJ.: Kenyan 

CURRENCY: Kenyan shilling = 100 cents 


CAPITAL: Nairobi 
POPULATION: 29.100.000 


KYRGYZSTAN 


PERSON: kyreyz 
RELATED ADJ.: Kyrgyz 
CURRENCY: som 
CAPITAL: Bishkck 
POPULATION: 4.800000 


LEBANON 


PERSON: Lebanesc 

RELATED ADj.: Lebanese 

CURRENCY: Lebanese pound = 100 piastres 
CAPITAL: Beirut 

POPULATION: 3.1 00,000 


—_— 
LIBYA 


PERSON: [abyan 
RELATED ADj.: Libvan 
CurRRENCY: Libyan clinar = 1.000 dirhams 
CAPITAL: ‘Tripoli 

POPULATION: 5,600,000 


LUXEMBOURG 


PERSON: Luxcmbourge 
RELATED ADJ.: n/a 
CURRENCY: curo = 

CAPITAL: Luxembourg 
POPULATION: F00,000 


100 centimes 


INDONESIA 


PERSON: Indonesian | 
RELATED ADj.: Indonesian 

CURRENCY: rupiah = 100 sen 

CaPITAL: Jakarta 

POPULATION: 2()0.600.000 


IRELAND, REPUBLIC OF 


PERSON: Irishman/Irishwoman 
RELATED ADj.: Irish 
CURRENCY: euro = | (00 cents 
CAPITAL: Dublin 
POPULATION: 3.600.000 


Ee 


| Ivory COAST 


JORDAN 


| LESOTHO 


| 


PERSON: n/a 

RELATED ADj.: n/a 
CURRENCY: African franc 
CAPITAL: Yamoussoukro 
POPULATION: 1] 4.700.000 


PERSON: Jordanian 
RELATED ADJ.: Jordanian 
CURRENCY; Jordanian dinar = 1,000 fils | 
CAPITAL: Amman 
POPULATION: 5,700,000 


KIRIBATI 


PERSON: Kiribati 
RELATED ADjJ,: Kiribati 
CURRENCY: Australian dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Bainiki 

POPULATION: 77.000 


LAOS 


PERSON: Laotian 
RELATED ADj.: Laotian 
CURRENCY: kip = 100 ats 
CAPITAL: Vientiane 
POPULATION: 5,000,000 


PERSON: Mosotho yp/. Bosotho 
RELATED ADJ.: n/a 
CURRENCY: loti = 100 lisente 
CAPITAL: Mascru 
POPULATION: 2.100.000 


LIECHTENSTEIN 


PERSON: Licchtensteine 
RELATED ADJ.: n/a 
CURRENCY: Swiss france = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Vaduz 

POPULATION: 31,000 


MACEDONIA 


PERSON: Macedonian 
RELATED ADj.: Macedonian 
CURRENCY: Maceclonian dena 
CAPITAL: Skopjc 
POPULATION: 2.200.000 


Cota ) 


KAZAKHSTAN ca 
PERSON: Kazakh 


COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 


[RAN w 


PERSON: Iranian 

RELATED ADj.: franian 
CURRENCY: rial = 100 dinars 
CaPITAL: Tehran 
POPULATION: 68,700,000 


ISRAEL 


PERSON: Isracli 

RELATED ADj.; Israeli 
CURRENCY: shekel = 100 agora 
CAPITAL: Jerusalem 
POPULATION: 5.800.000 


JAMAICA 


PERSON: Jamaican 
RELATED ADJ.: Jamaican 
CURRENCY: Jamaican dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Kingston 

POPULATION: 2.500.000 


RELATED ADJ.: Kazakh 
CURRENCY: tenge = 100 teins 
CAPITAL: Akinola 
POPULATION: 17,200,000 


KUWAIT 


PERSON: Kuwaiti 

RELATED ADj.: Kuwaiti 
CURRENCY: Kuwaiti dinar = 1,000 fils 
CAPITAL: Kuwait 

POPULATION: 1] .500.000 


ACTER 

PERSON: Latvian 

RELATED ADj.: Latvian 
CURRENGY: lat = 100 santims 
CaPITAL: Riga 
POPULATION: 2.500.000 


LIBERIA 


PERSON: Liberian 
RELATED ADjJ.: Liberian 
CURRENCY: Liberian dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Monrovia 

POPULATION: 3.100.000 


LITHUANIA 


PERSON: Lithuanian 
RELATED ADjJ.: Lithuanian 
CURRENCY: litas = 100 centas 
CAPITAL: Vilnius 
POPULATION: 3.700.000 


MENS AGNS EN ie 


PERSON: Malagzsay /Madavasean 
RELATED ADj.: Malavasay/NEacdagascan 
CurRRENCY: Malagasay fra LOO « 
CAPITAL: 
POPULATION: 15 


numes 
\uilamaarive 


OO.000 


REFERENCE SECTION 


MALAWI 


PERSON: Malawian 

RELATED Abj.: Malawian 
CURRENCY: kwacha = LOO tambala 
CAPITAL: Lilongwe 
POPULATION: | 1.100.000 


MALI 


PERSON: Malian 
RELATED ADJ.: Malian 
CURRENCY: Alrican fran 
CAPITAL: Bannike 
POPULATION: [1.100.000 


MAURITANIA 


PERSON: Manritanian 
RELATED Abj.: Mauritanian 
CURRENCY: oueuiva = 5 khouns 
CAPITAL: Nouike hott 
POPULATION: 2.300.000 


NHCRONEST A 


PERSON: Micronesian 
RELATED ADJ.: Micronesian 
CURRENCY: US dollar 
CAPITAL: Kolonia 
POPULATION: {()/.000 


| MONGOLIA 


PERSON: Mongolian 
RELATED Apj.: Mongolian 
CURRENGY: tuerik = 100 moneos 
CapITaL: Ulan Baton 

| POPULATION: 2.500.000 


NAMIBLA 


sGaaes 


PERSON: Namibian 

RELATED ADJ.: Namibian 
| CURRENCY: South Mrican rand = 100 cents 

CAPITAL: Windhovck 

POPULATION: | .600.000 


NETHERLANDS 


PERSON: Dutchman Dutelwoman 
RELATED ADj.: Ditech 
CURRENCY: curo = 100 cent 
CAPITALS: \nnisterdhan. Uhe Hague 
POPULATION: | 5.000.000 


NIGER 


PERSON: Niverien 
RELATED ADJ.: Nigericn 
CURRENCY: .\Irican tran 
CAPITAL: Nianws 
POPULATION: 9.900.000 


NorkwW \y 


PERSON: Norweenn 
RELATED ADJ.: Norwegian 
CURRENCY: Norwevtan krone 
CAPITAL: Oslo 
POPULATION: 1.400.000 


LO anne 


—— 


MALAYSIA 


PERSON: Malaysian 
RELATED ADj.: Malaysian 
CURRENCY: ringgit = 1] sen 
Capital: Kuala Lumpur 
POPULATION: 20.000,000) 


MALTA 


PERSON: Maltese 

RELATED ADj].: Maltese 
CURRENCY: Maltese tira = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Valletta 

POPULATION: 100,000 


MAURITIUS 


PERSON: Mauritian 
RELATED ADJj.: Mauritian 
CURRENGY: Mauritian rupee = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Port Louis 

POPULATION: |.) 00.000 


MOLDAVIA 


PERSON: Moldovan 
RELATED Abyj.: Moldovan 
CuRRENGY:; leu = 100 bani 
CAPITAL: Chiyinau 
POPULATION: 1.100.000 


Morocco 


PERSON: Moroccan 
RELATED ADJ.: Moroccan 
CurRRENCY: Moroccan dirham = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Rabat 

POPULATION: 27.600.0UU) 


NAurt 


PIERSON: Nottie 

RELATED ADJ.: Nauruan 
CURRENCY: .\ustralian dollar 
CAPITAL: Yaren Disuict 
POPULATION: | ].000 


NEW ZEALAND 


PERSON: New Acalancder 
RELATED ADj.: n/a 
CURRENCY: New Zealand dollar = LOQ cents 
CAPITAL: Wellington 

POPULATION: 3.600.000 


NIGERIA 


PERSON: Nivenian of 
RELATED AD}.: Nivenian 

CURRENCY: naira = LOU hobo 

CAPITAL: .\buya 

POPULATION: | 15.000,000 


OMAN 


PERSON: Ohnam 

RELATED ADJ.: Omni 
CurRRENCY: rial = |.000 batza 
CAPITAL: Mascat 
POPULATION: 2. 500.000 


MALDIVES 


PERSON: Malclivian 

RELATED ADj.: Maldivian . 
CurRRENGY: rufiyaa = 100 laris 
CAPITAL: Male 

POPULATION: 300,000 


MARSHALL ISLANDS 


PERSON: n/a 
RELATED ADj.: n/a 
CurRRENGY: US dollar 
CAPITAL: Majuro 
POPULATION: 54.000 


MEXICO 


PERSON: Mexican 
RELATED ADj.: Mexican 
CurRRENCY: Mexican new peso = 100 centavos 
CAPITAL: Mexico City 

POPULATION: 95.500.000 


PERSON: Monégasque/Monacan 
RELATED ADj.: Monégasque/Monacan 
CURRENCY: French frane = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Monaco 

POPULATION: 31.0100 


MOZAMBIQUE 


PERSON: Mozambican 
RELATED ADj.: Mozgmbican 
CURRENCY: metical >= 100 centavos 


CAPITAL: Maputo ’ 
POPULATION: [6.500.000 
. 
I ss ‘ 
NEPAL. 


PERSON: Nepalese 
RELATED ADj.: Nepalese 
CurRRENCY: Nepalese rupee = 100 paisa 
CAPITAL: Kathmandu 

POPULATION: 22.500.000) 


NICARAGUA 


PERSON: Nicaraguan 

RELATED Apbj.: Nicaraguan 
CURRENCY: cordoba = 100 centavos 
CAPITAL: Managua 

POPULATION: $.000.000 


NORTH KOREA 


PERSON: North Korean 
RELATED ADj.: North Korean 
CURRENCY: won = 100 jun 
CAPITAL: Pyongyang 
POPULATION: 24,300,000 


PAKISTAN 


PERSON: Pakistani 
RELATED Apj.: Pakistani 
CURRENCY: Pakistani rupee = 100 paisa 
CAPITAL: Islamabac! 

POPULATION: |44.500,000 


PALAU 


PERSON: Palauan 
RELATED ADj.: Palauan 
CurReEnNcy: US dollar 
CAPITAL: Orcor 
POPULATION: 16.500 


| PARAGUAY 


PERSON: Paraguayan 
RELATED ADj.: Paraguayan 
CURRENCY: guarani = 100 centimos 
CAPITAL: Asuncion 

POPULATION: 5,100,000 


POLAND 


PERSON: Pole 

RELATED ADj.: Polish 
CURRENCY: zloty = 100 groszy 
CAPITAL: Warsaw 
POPULATION: 38.400.000 


ROMANIA 


PERSON: Romanian 

| RELATED ADj.: Romanian 
CURRENCY: leu = 100 bani 
CAPITAL: Bucharest 
POPULATION: 22.800.000 


ST KitTTs & NEvISs 

PERSON: n/a 

RELATED ADjJ.: n/a 

CuRRENCY: East Caribbean dollar = 10) 
| CAPITAL: Basseterr¢ 
| POPULATION: #1.000 


a 


0 cents 


SAMOA 


PERSON: Samoan 
RELATED ADJ.: Samoan 
CURRENCY: lala = 100 sence 
CAPITAL: Apia 

' POPULATION: 200.000 


SaubDI ARABIA 


PERSON: Saudi Arabian/Saudi 
RELATED Apj.: Saudi Arabian/Saucdi 
CURRENGY: Saudi riyal = 20 qursh 
CaPITAL: Riyadh 

POPULATION: 18,400,000 


SIERRA LEONE 


1 PERSON: Sierra Leonian 
RELATED ADjJ.: Sierra Leonian 
CuRRENGCY: leone = [00 cents 
CAPITAL: Frectown 

| POPULATION: 4,600,000 


SLOVENIA 


PERSON: Slower Slovetian 
RELATED AD}.: Slovenc/Slovenian 
CURRENCY: tolar = 100 stotins 
CaPITAL: Ljubljana 
POPULATION: 1.900.000 


COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 


PANAMA PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


* 


PERSON: Panamanian 

RELATED ADJ.: Panamanian 
CURRENCY; balboa = 100 centésimos 
CAPITAL: Panama City 
POPULATION: 2.700.000 


PERSON: Papua New Guincan 
RELATED ADj.: Papua New Guinean 
CURRENCY: kina = 100 toca 
CAPITAL: Port Moresby 
POPULATION: +,400,000 


PHILIPPINES 


| PERSON: Filipino/Filipina 
RELATED ADjJ.: Filipino/Philippine i 
CURRENCY: Philippine peso = 100 centavos 
ST VINCENT & 

THE GRENADINES 


CaPITAL: Manila 
PERSON: Vincentian/Grenadian 


PERU 


PERSON: Peruvian , 
RELATED Apj.: Peruvian | 
CURRENCY: New sol = 100 cents 

CAPITAL: Lima 

POPULATION: 24.200.000 


| QATAR 


PERSON: Qatari | 
RELATED ADj.: Qatari 
CURRENCY: Qatar riyal = 100 dirhams 
CAPITAL: Doha 

POPULATION: 600,000 


PORTUGAL 


PERSON: Portuguese 
RELATED ADj.: Portuguese 
CURRENCY: curo = céntimos 
CaPITAL: Lisbon 
POPULATION: 9.800.000 


} a 


RUSSIAN FEDERATION RWANDA 


PERSON: Rwandan 
RELATED ADJ.: Rwandan 
CURRENCY: Rwanclan fram 
CAPITAL: Kigali 
POPULATION: 8.200.000 


PERSON: Russian 

RELATED ADj.: Russian 
CURRENCY: rouble = 100 copecks 
CAPITAL: Moscow 
POPULATION: 1|46.700.000 


Simewera 


PERSON: St Lucian 

RELATED ADJ.: St Lucian 

CURRENCY: Fast Caribbean dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Castries 

POPULATION: 141.000) 


POPULATION: 69.000.000 

RELATED ADJ.: Vincentian/Grenadian 
CuRRENCY: East Caribbean dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Kingstown POPULATION: 111,000 
RELATED ADj,: n/a 

CURRENCY: dobra = 100 centavos 


CAPITAL: Sao Tomé POPULATION: 125.000 | 


= 


= 100 cents 


SAO TOME 


PERSON: n/a 


SAN MARINO 


PERSON: n/a 
RELATED ADj.: n/a 
CURRENCY: Italian lira 
CAPITAL: San Marino 
POPULATION: 25.000 


SENEGAL SEYCHELLES 


PERSON: Seychellois 
RELATED ADj.: Seychellois 
CURRENCY: Seychellois rupee 
CAPITAL: Victoria 
POPULATION: 7 4.000 


tee SLOVAKIA 


PERSON: Slovak 
| RELATED ADjJ.: Slovak 
| CURRENCY: koruna = 100 haleru 
CAPITAL: Bratislava 
POPULATION: 5.400.000 


PERSON: Senegalese 
RELATED ADJ.: Sencvalese 
CURRENCY: Alrican franc 
CAPITAL: Dakiu 


POPULATION: 8.500.000 


SINGAPORE 


PERSON: Singaporean 

RELATED ADj.: Singaporean 

CURRENCY: Singaporean dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Singaport | 
POPULATION: 2.900.000 | 


SOLOMON ISLANDS SOMALIA 


oo 


LOO cents 


PERSON: Somali 
RELATED ADJ.: Somal 
CURRENCY: Somali shilling 
CAPITAL: Mogadishu 
POPULATION (MN) 


PERSON: Solomon Istancles 
RELATED ADJ.: n/a 
CuRRENCY: Solomon fslands collar = 
CAPITAL: Homiara 

POPULATION: }00.000 


100 cents 


REFERENCE SECTION 


SOUTH AFRICA 


PERSON: South Alrican 
RELATED ADjJ.: South African 
CURRENCY: rand = 100 cents 
CAPITALS; Pretoria, Cape Town, Bloemfontein 
POPULATION: 42,400,000 


Sri LANKA 


PERSON: Sri Lankan 
RELATED ADJ.: Sri Lankan 
CuRRENGY: Sri Lankan rupee = 100 cents 
CaPITAL: Colombo 

POPULATION: 18.600.000 


SWAZILAND 


PERSON: Swazi 

RELATED ADJ.: Swazi 
CuRRENCY: lilanveni = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Mbabane 
POPULATION: 900.000 


SYRIA 


PERSON: Syrian 
RELATED ADJ.: Syrian 
CURRENCY; Syrian pound = 100 piastres 
CAPITAL: Damiaseus 

POPULATION: 15.200.000 


TANZANIA 


PERSON: lanzanian 
RELATED ADj.: Tanzanian 
CURRENCY: Tanzanian shilling = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Dar es Salaam. Dodoma 
POPULATION: 30.500.4000 


TONGA 


PERSON: Tongolesc 

RELATED ADJ.: longan 
CURRENCY: pa anga = 100 seniti 
CaPITAL: Nukuwalota 
POPULATION: 98.000 


TURKEY 


PERSON: Turk 

RELATED AD}.: ‘Jurkish 
CURRENCY: Turkish lira = 100 kurus 
CAPITAL: .\nkara 

POPULATION: 63. 100.000 


UGANDA 


PERSON: Uvandan 

RELATED ADj.: Ugandan 

CuRRENCY: Ceandan shilling = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Kampala 

POPULATION: 22.0)00,000 


UNITED KINGDOM 


PERSON: Briton 
RELATED ADy}.: British 
CURRENCY: pound sterling - 
CAPITAL: Loudon 
| POPULATION: 58 


OU perc 


10.000 


yoy 


SOUTH KOREA 


PERSON: South Korean 
RELATED ADj.: South Korean 
CuRRENCY: won = 100 jeon 
CAPITAL: Scoul 
POPULATION: +5, 10,000 


SUDAN 


PERSON: Sudanese 
RELATED ADJ.:; Sudanese 
CURRENCY: Sudanese dinar = 10 pounds 
CaPITAL: Khartoum 

POPULATION: 28,900,000 


SWEDEN 


PERSON: Swede 

RELATED ADj.: Swedish 
CURRENCY: Swedish krona = 100 ore 
CAPITAL: Stockholm 

POPULATION: 8.800.000 


TAIWAN 


PERSON: Laiwancse 
RELATED ADjJ.: Taiwanese 
CURRENCY: new Laoiwancse dollar = £00 cents 
CAPITAL: Laipei 

POPULATION: 21.125.792 


THAILAND 


PERSON: hai 

RELATED AD)j.: Thiu 
CuRRENCY: baht = 100 satanys 
CAPITAL: Bangkok 
POPULATION: 539.100.0000 


TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


PERSON: frinidadian/ Tobagonian 
RELATED AD}.: ‘lrinidadian and/or Tobagonian 
CURRENCY? Trinidadian collar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Port-of-Spain 

POPULATION: 1|.500(}00 


TURKMENISTAN 


PERSON: Turkinen/ lukoman 
RELATED Apyj.: Furkmen/ lurkoman 
CURRENCY: manat = 100 tenve 
GAPITAL: «Ashgabat 

POPULATION: 1.200.000 


UKRAINE 


PERSON: Ukrainian 

RELATED ADj.: Ukrainian 
CURRENCY: karbovanet coupon 
CAPITAL: Kicy 

POPULATION: 51.300,000 


UNITED STATES 


PERSON: American 

RELATED ADJ.: American 
CURRENCY: dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Washington, DC 
POPULATION; 205.800.000 


SPAIN 


PERSON: Spaniard 

RELATED ADJ.: Spanish " 
CURRENCY: curo = 100 céntimos 
CAPITAL: Maclrid 
POPULATION: 39,700,000 


SURINAM 


PERSON: Surinamicr/Surinamese 
RELATED ADJ.: Surinamer/Surinamese 
CURRENCY: Surinamese guilder = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Paramaribo 

POPULATION: 400,000 


SWITZERLAND 


PERSON: Swiss 

RELATED ADJ.: Swiss 

CURRENCY: Swiss franc = 100 centimes 
CaPITAL: Bern 

POPULATION: 7,300,000 


TAJIKISTAN 


PERSON: Tajik/ Tadjik 
RELATED ADj.: ‘fajik/ Fadjik 
CURRENCY: Russian rouble 
CAPITAL: Dushanbe 
POPULATION: 6.300,000 


Toco 


PERSON: Togolese + 
RELATED ADj.: [oxolese 
CURRENCY: .\rican tran 
CAPITAL: Lomé 
POPULATION; 4.300.000 


ON 


TUNISIA 


PERSON: Tunisian 
RELATED AD}].: Tunisian 
CURRENCY: Tunisian dinar = 1.000 millicmes 
CaPITAL: Tiinis 

POPULATION: 9.100.000 


i! 
S, 


TUVALI 


PERSON: Juvaluan 

RELATED Apj.: Tuvaluan 

CURRENCY: Juvaluan dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Fongalale 

POPULATION: AN)0 


UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES 


PERSON: n/a 
RELATED ApDj.: n/a 
Currency: UAE dirham - 100 fils 

CAPITAL: Abu Dhabi POPULATION: 1.900.000 


*— 


URUGUAY 


PERSON: Li ugUuvCH 
RELATED ADJ.: Uruguyan 
CURRENCY: new Uruguyan peso = 

LOO centésimas 
CAPITAL: Montevideo: POPULATION: 3.200.000 


VANUATU 


PERSON: n/a 

RELATED ADj.: n/a , 
CURRENCY: vatu = 100 centimes 
CAPITAL: Port-Vila 
POPULATION: 200,000 


COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 


Va Tiga CULY 4 
PERSON: n/a 
RELATED ADj.: Vatican a 


CuRRENCY: lira 
CAPITAL: n/a 
POPULATION: 1,000 


UZBEKISTAN 

PERSON: Uzbek 

RELATED Apj.: Uzbek 

CURRENCY: som 

CAPITAL: ‘Tashkent 

POPULATION; 23,300,000 

VENEZUELA me 
PERSON: Venezuclan 

RELATED ADj.: Venezuclan 
CURRENCY: bolivar = 100 centimos 
CAPITAL: Caracas 

POPULATION: 22,300,000 


YUGOSLAVIA (SERBIA 
& MONTENEGRO) 


PERSON: Yugoslav; Serbian; Montcnegran 
RELATED ADjJ.: Yugoslav; Serbian; Montenegran 
CURRENCY: dinar = 100 paras 

CAPITAL: Belgprade POPULATION: 10,900,000 


VIETNAM 


PERSON: Victnamese 
RELATED ADJ.: Vietnamese 
CURRENCY: dong = 10 hao 
CaPITAL: Hanoi 
POPULATION: 76,200,000 


ZAMBIA 


PERSON: Zambian 

RELATED ADj.: Zambian 
CURRENCY: kwacha = 100 ngwee 
CAPITAL: Lusaka 

POPULATION: 9,700,000 


YEMEN 


PERSON: Yemeni 

RELATED ADjJ.: Yemeni 
CURRENCY: rial (north), dinar (south) 
CAPITAL: Sana 

POPULATION: 15,100,000 | 


ZIMBABWE 


PERSON: Zimbabwean 
RELATED ADj.: Zimbabwean 
CURRENCY: Zimbabwean dollar = 100 cents 
CAPITAL: Harare 

POPULATION: 11,500,000 


REFERENCE SECTION 


! ‘HE NIGHT SKY may be visualized as the inside 


THE NIGHT SKY 


of an imaginary sphere (often referred to as the 
celestial sphere), which is divided into northern and 


HOW A NORTHERN-HEMISPHERE 


SKY MAP WORKS 


northern celestial sphere 
ts projected on to flat 


southern hemispheres. At the North Pole, an observer 
would see all stars of the northern hemisphere during 
the course of a year; similarly, an observer at the 
South Pole would see all the stars of the southern 
hemisphere. In practice, most observers will see 

a combination of stars from both hemispheres — 
depending on their precise latitude. 

The position of the north 

celestial pole is indicated 

by the moderately 


surface (sky map) — 


north celestial pole —— ~ 


northern half of 
celestial sphere — 


bright star Polaris PISCES celestial 
(the Pole Star). PEGASUS ee, equator 
% 
(an 
Chas 
EQUULEUS 
ARIES 
‘TRIANGULUM 
DELPHINUS ANDROMEDA 
LACERTA 
Altar 
CYGNUS 4 
A PERSEUS 
AQUILA — SAGITTA Denes “ 
; CASSIOPEIA E 
Albireo TAURUS Aldgbaran 
VULPECULA CEPHEUS 
* 
LYRA 
CAMELOPARDALIS a ORE 
Vega : 
Capella AURIGA 
DRACO Palani Betelgeuse 
OPHIUCHUS 
Pouae URSA 
HERCULES Minn MONOCEROS 
Canor CUMIN 
LYNX astor 
CORONA CANIS 
BOREALIS Pollux MINOR 
URSA Procyon 
MAJOR 
SERPENS BOOTES 
CARTAD: 
CANCER 
CAN LEO 
VENATICI MINOR 
Arcturus 
HYDRA 
COMA REG) 
BERENICES 
Regulus 


NORTHERN 
CIEE Sree 
HEMISPHERE MAP 


VIRGO 


Nae STARS IN THE southern hemisphere appear 
to rotate around the south celestial pole, there 
is no equivalent of Polaris to mark the position of the 
southern pole. An observer of the southern celestial 
hemisphere is looking towards the centre of our 
galaxy. Since stars in that direction are more densely 
massed, southern skies appear brighter than those in 
the northern hemisphere. The southern sky includes 
Crux (the Southern Cross), as well as the brightest 


HOW A SOUTHERN-HEMISPHERE 
SKY MAP WORKS 


celestial equator 


southern half of 
celestial sphere aD 


south celestial pole 


THE NIGHT SKY 


star in the sky, Sirius, located in 
the constellation Canis Major. 
It also contains Alpha 
Centauri, one of 
the stars nearest AQUARIUS 
CETUS 
to the Sun. southern celestial sphere 
is projected on to flat 
surface (sky map) 
U Fomalhaut 
SCULPTOR 
. PISCIS 
ERIDANUS AUSTRINUS CAPRICORNUS 
PHOENIX 
FORNAN 
GRUS 
MICROSCOPIUM 
U Achernar 
HOROLOGIUM TUCAN: 
. Be INDUS SAGITTARIUS 
‘ x HYDRUS SCUTUM 
Rigel “gg CAELUM 
Tees RG CORONA 
RETICULUM PAVO ISTRALIS 
triescorium “© = 
COLUMBA PICTOR 
ORION : OCTANS 
; i SERPENS 
MENSA APUS ARA 
Canopus CAUDA 
a FY CHAMAELEON : 
Ed TRIANGULUM 
VOLANS AUSTRALE SCORPIUS 
Sirius CARINA 
i NORMA OPHIUCHUS 
CANIS mac 
MAJOR Alpha Sai Auiates 
7 Beta LUPUS 
PUPPIS CRUX 
MONOCEROS Centauri 
VELA 
PYNIS 
CENTAURUS LIBRA 
ANTLIA 
HYDRA 
GORVUS 
aye Spica 
CRATER Mince 
SEXTANS 


SOUTHERN 
GELESTIAL 
HEMISPHERE MAP 


REFERENCE SECTION 


MEASUREMENTS 


LINEAR MEASURE 
1 millimetre = 0.039 inch 
1 centimetre = 10 mm = 0.394 inch 
| decimctre = 10 cm = 3.94 inches 

1 metre = 100 cm = 1.094 yards 
| kilometre = 1,000 m = 0.6214 mile 


SQUARE MEASURE 
| square centimetre = 0.155 sq. inch 
| square metre = 10,000 sq. em = 1.196 sq. yards 
1 acre = 100 sq. m= 119.6 sq. yards 
1 hectare = 100 acres = 2.471 acres 
1 square kilometre = 100 hectares = 0.386 sq. mile 


he Se 


LINEAR MEASURE 
| inch = 25.4 millimetres exactly 
1 foot = 12 inches = 0.3048 metre exactly 
1 yard = 3 feet = 0.9144 metre exactly 
] (statute) mile = 1.609 kilometres = 1,760 yards 


] int. nautical mile = 1.852 kilometres 
= 1.150779 miles exactly 


SQUARE MEASURE 
] square inch = 6.45 sq. cm 
| square foot = 144 sq. in= 9.29 sq. decimetres 
1 square yard = 9 sq. ft = 0.836 sq. metre 
1 acre = 4,840 sq. yd = 0.405 hectare 
1 square mile = 640 acres = 259 hectares 
CUBIC MEASURE 
1 cubic inch = 16.4 cu. em 
1 cubic foot = 1,728 cu. in. = 0.0283 cu. metre 
1 cubic yard = 27 cu. ft= 0.765 cu. metre 


NAME ABBREVIATIONS FACTORS 
deca- chy (Se Sa) 
hecto- ba 2 KO 
kilo- k 10° 
mecga- M 10° 
giga- eg (ey eel COn 
tera- “ie aa SOE 
peta- E = J 
exa- lf ee 
deci- d _ 10! 
centi- ae ey es KO) 
mulli- m eee eee 
micro- im = 10" 
nano- n : Khe 
pico- p Hap 
femto- ai 2 Oe 
atto- a fe a lies 


Pronunciations and derivations of the above 
are given at their alphabetical places in the 
lustrated dictionary. They may be applied 

to any units of the metric system: 


hectogram tabbr. hg) = 100 grams 
kilowatt abbr, kW. = 1.000 watts 
megahertz (MHz: = 1 million hertz 
centimetre em: = | LOO metre 
microvolt pV) = one millionth of a volt 
picofarad pk) = 10 farad 


and are sometimes applied to other units 
megabit. microinch». 


CUBIC MEASURE 
1 cubic centimetre = 0.061 cu. inch 
1 cubic metre = 1,000,000 cu. cm = 1.308 cu. yards 


CAPACITY MEASURE 

] millilitre = 0.002 pint (British) 

1 centilitre = 10 ml = 0.018 pint 

1 decilitre = 10 cl = 0.176 pint 

] litre = ],000 ml = 1.76 pints 

1 decalitre = 101 = 2.20 gallons 
1 hectolitre = 100 1= 2.75 bushels 
1 kilolitre = 1,000 1= 3.44 quarters 


CAPACITY MEASURE 
BRITISH 
I fluid oz = 1.8047 cu. in. = 0.0282 litre 
1 gill = 5 fluid oz = 0.1421 litre 
| pint = 20 fluid oz = 34.68 cu. in. = 0.568 litre 
} quart = 2 pints = 1.136 litres 
1 gallon = 4 quarts = 4.5-6 litres 
1 peck = 2 gallons = 9,092 litres 
1 bushel = + pecks = 36.4 litres 


AMERICAN DRY 
1 pint = 33,60 cu. in. = 0.550 litre 
1 quart = 2 pints = 1.10] litres 
] peck = 8 quarts = 8.81 litres 
1 bushel = 4 pecks = 35.3 litres 


WEIGHT 


1 milligram = 0,015 grain 

] centigram = 10 mg = 0.154 grain 
1 decigram = 100 mg = 1.543 grains 

1 gram = 1,000 mg = 15.43 grains 

1 decagram = 10 g = 5.64 drams 
1] hectogram = 100 g = 3.527 ounces 
| kilogram = 1,000 g = 2.205 pounds 
| tonne (metric ton) = 1,000 kg = 0.984 (long) ton 


AMERICAN LIQUID 
1 fluid oz = 0.0296 litre 
| pint = 16 fluid oz = 28.88 cu. in. = 0.473 litre 
] quart = 2 pints = 0.946 litre 
1 gallon = 4+ quarts = 3.785 litres 


AVOIRDUPOIS WEIGHT 
1 grain = 0.065 gram 
1 dram = 1.772 grams 
1 ounce = 16 drams = 28.35 grams 
1 pound = 16 ounces = 7,000 grains 1 
= 0.4536 kilogram (0.45359237 exactly) 
1 stone = 14 pounds = 6.35 kilograms 
1] hundredweight = 112 pounds = 50.80 | 
Ktlograms 
1 short ton = 2,000 pounds = 0.907 tonne \ 
] (long) ton = 20 hundredweight = 1.016 tonnes | 


x 


BASE UNITS 


PHYSICAL QUANTITY NAME 
eae Se cee _ metre 
mass _ - kilogram 
time second 
electric current ~ ampere 
temperature BS ae kelvin 
amount of substance mole 


luminous intensity candela 


ABBREVIATION/SYMBOL 
m 


‘ke 


SUPPLEMENTARY UNITS 


PHYSICAL. QUANTIVY 
plane angle 
solid angle 


NANT. 
radian 
steradian 


ABBREVIATION/SYMBOL, 
rad 
sr 


DERIVED UNITS WITH SPECIAL NAMES 


PHYSICAL QUANTITY NAME 
frequency hertz 
energy A joule 
force newton 
power watt 
pressure pascal 
electric charge : coulomb 
electromotive force eae =: volt 
electric resistance ohin 
electric conductance siemens 
electric capacitance farad 
maenctic flux - ae weber 
inductance henry 
magneuc flux density tesla 
luminous Hux lumen 
luminauion tux 


ABBREVIATION/SYMBOL, 
[ly 


MEASUREMENTS 


CELSIUS OR CENTIGRADE 
water boils at 100° and freezes at 0°. 


FAHRENHEIT 


water boils (under standard conditions) 
at 212° and freezes at 32°. 


KELVIN 
water boils at 373.15 K and freezes 
at 273.15 K: 


TO CONVERT FAHRENHEIT 
INTO GCENTIGRADE: 
subtract 32, multiply by 5, and divide by 9. 
TO CONVERT CENTIGRADE 
INTO FAHRENHEIT: 
multiply by 9, divide by 5, and add 32. 
TO CONVERT CENTIGRADE INTO KELVIN: 
add 273.15. 


TEMPERATURE CONVERSION 


Celsius 


Fahrenheit 68 86 


Kelvin 293 | 303 


This expresses concisely any power of 10 

(any number that is formed by multiplying 

or dividing ten by itself), and is sometimes 
used in the main dictionary. 


10° (ten squared) = 10 x 10 = 100 
10° (ten cubed) = 10 x 10 x 10 = 1,000 
10*= 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 = 10,000 

10° = 10,000,000,000 
(1 followed by ten noughts) 
10°= 1/10? = 1/100 =0.01 
10 ® = 1/10" = 1/10,000,000,000 
= 0.0000001 
6.2 x 10° = 6,200 
Ay) ole 01047. 


International paper sizes are based upon 
a rectangle of paper with an area of one 
square metre, the sides of which are in 
the proportion 1:V2. This geometrical 
relationship is used so that any lengthways 
halving of the original rectangle of paper 
produces another rectangle of paper 
with the same geometric relationship. 
For example, the widely used A series 
is shown below, All measurements 
are given in millimetres. 


AO 841 x 1189 A6 105 x 148 


Al 594 x 841 A7 74x 105 
' A2 420 x 594 A8 52x 74 
t 
A3 297 x 420 AQ 37x52 
A4 210 x 297 AlO 26 x 37 
A5 148 x 210 
AO 
Ae | 
| Al 
| 
A3 


40 50 60) 7) 80 90, | 100 


GER | OE SO Cs aoe ei 


SGU ead I cms Wass ae) IF leho! ll iro) 


UK USA EUROPE 
6'4 if wee Peete 3 () 
| —_ oe eee eA) 
ie = ae 41 
8 om. 12 
8'4 pees 9 = 43 
OW) i) 
10 10 11 
NOV sees oe I hn!) 

. WOMEN’S SHOES 

UK USA EUROPE 
3% fo 
4\/, Smee NG) 37 
5 7 18 
6'/ — Ofeeiaes -2- eOS) 
kh erere 40) 

CHILDREN’S SHOES 

UK USA EUROPE 
i) 0 15 
= i sees Uy 
2 a Aes Pe ey ite 
3) 31 Ve eee [°) 
4 ener ee () 
4'/ eae 4'/, 2) 
ja = Sa) a sea OZ 
(Serene eae () 23 
i - agate — 24 
tolihge= neem 5 25 
oe BA __ 26 
(2 ee 9 27 
10 lh) = 28 
i ji) 29 
2 eee 30 
12'4 125 31 
Bee eee. Se 32 

MEN’S SUITS/OVERCOATS 

UK USA EUROPE 
3 = a) == 46 
oe Shot ee 48 

40 : 40 50 

42 = 42 zs Sy) 

44 - 44. 54 

1 1 oo 56 


TEMPERATURE SCALE 


SC agnaeee op 2 
Wi | —40 -40 | ~40 
ve | 14 =i. | 23 

0 | 32 0 | =I 
| 50 10 | -12 
20) 68 90 | =-7 
30 86 30.—C -1 

10 104 40 4 
30 122 50. ice = 
60+ «140 60 16 
70 158 70 | Qt 
av 176 80 27 
90 194 90 32 
100 212 100 | 38 

| (exact) | (approx.) 


MEN’S SHIRTS 

UB USA EUROPE 
2 12 SS 30igail 
}2 Ds nn 

13 i) . 33 

5 13 34 35 
1} tf 36 

ne hae 37 

4 15 38 

3 [ey 39 40 
6 lo _ 41 

8) lb 49 

7 17 43 

7 17 44 45 

MEN’S SOCKS 
Uk USA EvuRroer 
) . 9 38 39 
10 Oe — .. 39 40 
10 JOS. _. 40-41 
1 i _41 42 
lt 11's 42 43 
WOMEN’S CLOTHING 

IRS USA EUROPE 
6 ot oon eee 2 ate) 

10 ee ie) eae 38 

[ 10 40 

i 12 42 

lt 14 44 

18 16 46 

20 21183 48 

29 0) 50 

24 Dy 52 

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING 

UK USA EUROPE 
lo 18 ae? 40 45 
2) 22 4 50 55 
24 2b 6 60 65 
28 30 7 70 75 
34 8 80-85 
36 38 9 90. 95 
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REFERENCE SECTION 


NUMBERS AND SYMBOLS 


eae 24 __ XXIV 
2 ml 25) en 
By 18 26. XXVI 
up IY BP = POON 
ae ahs 28 XA LT 
6. VI 29 XXIX 

i Vu 30 XAK 
pee WINN Zl. O28 
Wes 1D 32 ee ONON TT 
Whoye= 2S Bi) =P OO IED 
1] XI 34 _. XXXIV 
12 XII 35 —_ XAXV 
NZ} a SUI 36 XANVI 
EOIN 37 _ XXXVI 
Way PNY 38 .__ XXXVIII 
16 XVI 39 XXAXNIX 
IN7) —— >a 40 — XL 

18 XVUI 49 _ XLIX 
19 _ XIX Bi) 
20 XX 60 LX 
21 XXI 70 — LXX 
22 XAI 80 — LXXAX 
23 XNIII 90 _ XC 


2005 
2010 


_. beta ray 


_. electromotive force 
efficiency; viscosity 


a 
Vi gamma ray; photon 
€ 
ul 
d 


re Pt wavelength 


micro-; permeability 


_ frequency; neutrino 


conductivity 


Ul 

Vv 

p density; resistivity 
Oo 

Cc _ velocity of light 
(= 


electronic charge 


N * Ww 


— — single bond 


single bond: single unpaired 
electron; two separate parts 
or compounds regarded as 


loosely jomed 

. double bond 
triple bond 
group 


halogen atom 


@e ee @e 
ee A @er O Ou 
ee ee @e 
@e ee @e 
@e B @e@ec @e L 
ee ee @e 
ee @e ee 
ee ( ee ee M 
ee ee @- 
ee oz ee 
©@®D @- | ee N 
ee oe ee 
@e °@ @e 
°@k ee | ©@0 
ee ee @e 
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plus; together with 


— atomic number 


@e 
©@ 7 
ee 
ee 


@e AND 
ee 


| 


Oo 


x 


I 


ee 
@e@ OF | 
ee 


@e 

@@ FOR 

ee i 
| 
| 


Spe @k 


~ male 


XCIX + plus, positive > greater than, equal to 
- — minus, negative = less than, equal to 
CXLIV + plus or minus, positive or negative => much greater than 
- oe multiplied by < much less than 
i CCCC) divided by “/_ square root 
_ CM equal to co infinity 
Mr DCCCC) = identically equal to @ proportional to 
MCM (or # not equal to > sum of 
ene = not identically equal to II_ product of 
MCMXCIX == approximately equal to A difference 
¥ ae ~ of the order of, similar to therefore 
~— MMX > greater than Z angle 
< less than | parallel to 
> not greater than perpendicular to 
< not less than is to 


female individual 
(used in inheritance charts 


male indiyidual 
(usec in inheritance charts) 


female 


crossed with; hybrid 


_ will type 


offspring of the first 
generation 


offspring of the second 
generation 


machine or hand wash 
(at temperature shown) 


tumble dry 

do not tumble cry 
iron 

do not iron 
dry-cleanable 

do not dry-clean 
can be bleached 


do not bleach 


NUMBERS AND SYMBOLS 


An element is a substance that cannot be broken down into a more 
basic substance by chemical means. It is the basic matter from 
which al] other matter is composed. Each element is made up of 
only one atom and each element is assigned an atomic number. 
The periodic table is a conventional presentation of the complete 


identification of the relationships between them. The table lays out 
the chemical elements in order of increasing atomic number, as 
well as into ‘groups’ (columns) of elements with similar properties. 
The rows of elements that arise from this are called ‘periods’. 

The chemical properties of the elements, as well as their atomic 


list of known chemical elements in a form that allows easy number, change gradually along each period. 


KEY 1O 1TYPES*OF ELEMENT apse annlnn: NUMBER, SYMBOL, AND NAME 
: ] Every box contains the following basic 
= a [=e] ee, | information about the element: 
alkali alkaline-earth transition lanthanides actinides me * its atomic number, which is the number 
metals merle metals of protons in the nuclei of the element's 


atoms. This is also the number of orbiting 
electrons. 

* its chemical symbol. 

* its chemical name. 


EJ Ea name of element 


poor metals semi-metals non-metals noble gases 


GROUPS AND PERIODS 


The first element within each period (row) is an 
| extremely reactive alkali metal with one electron in its 
outer shell. At the far end of the period is a stable noble 13 14 15 16 17, 
gas in group 18 (0) that has eight electrons in its outer : . , , 
shell. All the elements in one group (column) have a 


metallic properties decrease 18 
to the right 


12 
Mg 


magnesium | 
. 


similar number of electrons in their outer shells. 


20 
Ca 


calcium 


38 
Sr 


strontium. 


Bh Hs 


| 107 | 108 


Vyontitan 


GROUPT GROUP IL 


ionization energy decreases 
down the table “ 


LANTHANIDES 
AND ACTINIDES 


PROVISIONAL NAMES 
All the elements heavicr than bismuth (no. 83) are radioactive; all those 
heavier than uranium (no. 92) have only been produced artificially. 
The names given above for the elements are in standard use. 


The elements with atomic numbers 104 to 109 were the subject of 
controversy until September 1997, when the International Union of Pure 
and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) confirmed the names of the elements, 
which are those given in the table. The focus of the controversy was the 


disagreement over who discovered these artificial elements, and in particular 


whether clements should be named after living scientists. During the three 
years leading up to August 1997, the elements were given temporary names 
derived from Latin numbers. For example, element 104, rutherfordium, 
was called unnilquadium, derived from the Latin for one-zero-four. 


Teasstor ff mest 


hisinuth polonium jf 


GROULPTT GROUCP IY GROUPV GROUP VI GROUP VIE GROUP 6 


an alternative (roman) numbering system 
is also used to group the elements 


Lanthanides and actinides are positioned 
away from the rest of the table to make 
the shape of the table easier to interpret. 


CHEMICAL NOTATION 

The formula for a compound indicates the number of atoms of each 

element present in each molecule of the compound: e.g, a molecule of 

water (HO) contains two atoms of hydrogen and one of oxygen. The 

formula for an ionic compound inclicates the proportions of the constituent 
elements: e.g. common salt (NaCl) contains equal proportions of sodium 
and chloride ions. Formulae for more complex compounds may indicate 
the manner of combination of the atoms in a molecule: e.g. ethanol 
(ethyl alcohol) may be represented as CH ,CH OH. 
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REFERENCE SECTION 


NAME PERIOD NAME PERIOD annual —— occurring every year 
bicentennial 200 years quadricentennial . every 400 years biannual ___ _ occurring twice a year 
biennial Fs er ears quincentennial .. . — every 500 years bimonthly . — - Beaman 
century = ___ 100 years quinquennial _. every 5 years } months or twice a month 
decade —= = “szeens septennial every 7 veats biweekly= ..__- ORgMEINE VET) Bie 

: : : ; weeks or twice a weck 
centennial = _ every 100 years sesquicentennial every 150 years ; : 

: 2 diurnal — -— — daily, of each day 
decennial every 10 years sexcentenary ~. 600 years : : 
half. 50 ‘al 6 perennial lasting through a year 
a ~century 30 years sexennial 2 = : years one ee 
hall-dec ade 5 years lercentenary —. 300 years Re ainiual twice a year 
half-millennium = _ 500 years triennial —— every 3 years eqaiviZlETAT twice a day 
leapyear _ —~ — = 366 days Niceniual gees =e = cvery) 20hvears semieweekly twice a week 
millennium =~ — 1,000 years WC Ky a ene TECL AVG trimonthly every three months 
MOntheees ee) eee | 2onailreays year ee bbbidays triweekly every three wecks or 
Olympiad .._  _. every + years NGdG = eee = = months three times a week 
quadrennial. every + ycars | SGRIP ue ee PENS thrice weekly three times a week 


GREGORIAN 

The Gregorian calendar was a modi- 
fication of the Julian calendar and was 
introduced by Pope Gregory XIII in 
1582, adopted in Scotland in 1600, and 
in England and Wales in 1752, and is now 
in use throughout most of the Western 
world. To correct errors which had 


JEWISH 

The Jewish calendar is a lunar calendar 
adapted to the solar year, normally 
consisting of twelve months but having 
thirteen months m leap years, which occur 
seven times in every cycle of nineteen 
years. The years are reckoned from the 
Creation (which is placed at 3761 BC); the 


GP ARIES 


Ram 
(March 21 April 20) 


a) ‘TAURUS 
Bull 
(April 21 May 20) 


T Gemin 


accumulated because the average Julian months are Nisan, Iyyar, Sivan, Twins; 

calendar year of 365'/\ days was |] min. Thammuz, Ab, Elul, Tishri, Hesvan, (May 21 June 20) ° 

10 sec. longer than the ei 2 10 as Risley, Aas Sebat, aoe ats with an Gx CANCER 
were suppressed in 1582. As a further intercalary month (First Adar) being added SD Cral 

refinement, Gregory proclaimed that, of in leap years. The religious year begins ee oF July 21 

the centenary years, only those exactly with Nisan and ends with Adar, while the ae ey) 

divisible by +00 should be counted as civil year begins with Tishri and ends with LEO 

leap years. Elul. non 


Below are the names of the months and 
number of days for a non-leap year. 


NAME OF MONTH NUMBER OF DAYS 


MUSLIM 

The Muslim calendar is based on a year 
of twelve months, each month begmning 
roughly at the time of the New Moon. 
The length of a month alternates between 


(July 22 August 21) 
VIRGO 
Virgin 


(August 22 September 21) 


anuary « 
ey : 7 pe (29 in leap years) | 30 and 29 days, except for the twelfth me 

Niorch 3] month, the length of which is varied in a ees ; 
April 3() 30-year cycle, intended to keep the (September 22 October 22) 
ice 3] calendar in step with the true phases of mM, SCORPIO 

June 30) the moon. The months are Muharram, Scorpion 
Tuly 3] Safar, Rabr'l, Rabr ll, Jumada 1, Jumada (October 23--November 21) 
Bre 3] II, Rajab, Sha*ban, Ramadan, Shawwal, 

September 31) Dhu I-Qa‘dah, and Dhu I-Hija. ra SAGITTARIUS 

October 31 Archer 

Nieeniber 3) CHINESE (November 22 December 20) 
ere ber: ; 3] The Chinese calendar is a lunar calendar, 4 

| with a year consisting of twelve months of Vi CAPRIGORN 


yey 


alternately 29 and 30 days, the equivalent 
of approximately twelve full lunar months. 
Intercalary mouths are added to keep the 
calendar in step with the solar year of 365 
days. Months are referred to by a number 
within a year, but also by animal names 
dlisted below) that, from ancient times, 
have been attached to years and hours 

of the day. 


Goat 
(December 21 January 19) 


AQUARIUS 
Water-bearer 
(January 20- February 18) 


33 


PISCES 
lish 


(February 19 March 20) 


& 


DOG SHEEP DRAGON OX 

1910 1907 1904 1901 
1922 1919 1916 1913 
1934 1931 1928 1925 
1946 1943 1940 1937 
1958 1955 1952 1949 
1970 1967 1964 1961 
1982 1979 1976 ESS 
1994 1991 1988 1985 
2006 2003 2000 1997 
CHICKEN HORSE RABBIT = RAT 
1909 1906 1903 1900 
192] 1918 1915 He 
1933 1930 O27, 1924 
1945 1942 1939 1936 
1957 1954 1951 1948 
1969 1966 1963 1960 
1981 1978 sss 1972 
195 1990 1987 1984 
2005 2002 1929 1996 
MONKEY SNAKE TIGER PIG 

1908 1905 1902 EAI 
1920 Wey 1914 1923 
1932 1929 1926 1935 
14s 194] 1938 1947 
1956 1953 1950 1959 
1968 1965 1962 1971 
1980 Wily) 1974 1983 
1992 1989 1986 1995 
2004 2001 1998 2007 


YEAR TRADITION 
ist = Paper 
Ti ee COTTON 
i rw lecat her 
4th peer . Linen (silk) 
Sth weer. Wood 
6th ______ Iron 
hi _. Wool (copper) 
Stheee Bronze 
he _ Pottery (china) 
hh = Tin (aluminium) 
Ith Steel 
12 {eee eee Silk 
othe eee ace 
14th — Ivory 
Waiter Crystal 
20th — China 
2 Silver 
Ot eer Be rear 
Soh _ Coral (jade) 
4 (Vth ea coe Ruby 
45th ___ Sapphire 
50th Gold 
GYaide, Emerald 
(o0}iey Diamond 


TIME 


JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 
ew (amethyst) (aquamarine) 
APRIL May JUNE 
(diamond) (emerald) (pearl) 
ben > ) 
JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER 
(ruby) (peridot) (sapphire) 
OcTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 
(opal) (topaz) (turquoise) 


tude east of 


‘The ne is divided mnto 24 me zones, measurcd im relation 
to 12 noon Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), on the Greenwich 
Meridian (0°). Time advances by one hour for every 15° longi- 


Greenwich yand goes back one hour for every 15° 


West), 


Teele RGN til. 


i the system ts i alpen ‘din bina mith re — seeteninnioone ae 
tive boundaries. Numbers on the map below indicate the number 
of hours that must be added or subtracted in each time zone to 
Thus, cast coast (ISN (43) is 3 hours behind GAL. 
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REFERENCE SECTION 


MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 


ENGLAND 
Countes 
Bedfordshire (Beds.} 
Buckinghamshire (Bucks.) 
Cambridgeshire (Cambs.) 
Cheshire (Ches.) 
Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (Corn.) 
Cumbria 
Derbyshire (Derbs.) 
Devon 
Dorset 
Durham (Dur.) 
East Sussex 
Essex 
Gloucestershire (Glos.) 
Greater London 
Greater Manchester 
Hampshire Hants.) 
Herefordshire 
Hertfordshire : Herts, 
Kent 
Lancashire (Lancs.) 
Leicestershire (Leics.) 
Lincolnshire (Lincs.) 
Merseyside 
Norfolk 
Northamptonshire (Northants.) 
| Northumberland (Northumb.) 
North Yorkshire 
Nottinghamshire (Notts.) 
Oxfordshire (Oxon.) 
Shropshire 
Somerset (Som.) 
South Yorkshire 
Staffordshire (Staffs.) 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Tyne and Wear 
Warwickshire (War. 
West Midlands 
West Sussex 
West Yorkshire 
Wiltshire (Wilts. ) 


Worcestershire 


The Commonwealth is a free association 
of the fifty sovereign independent states 
listed below, together with their associated 
states and dependencies. 


Antigua and Barbuda 
Australia 
Bahamas 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belize 
Botswana 
Brunei 
Canada 
Cyprus 
Dominica 
Gambia, the 
Ghana 
Grenada 
Guyana 
India 
Jamaica 
Kenya 
Kiribatr 
Lesotho 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Maldives 
Malta 
Mauritius 
Nauru 

New Zealand 
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Unitary Authorities 

Bath and North East Somerset 
Blackburn with Darwen 
Blackpool 

Bournemouth 

Bracknell Forest 
Brighton and Hove 
Bristol, City of 
Darlington 

Derby 

East Riding of Yorkshire 
Halton 

Hartlepool 
Herefordshire, County of 
Isle of Wight 

Kingston upon Hull, City of 
Leicester 

Luton 

Medway 

Middlesbrough 

Milton Keynes 

North East Lincolnshire 
North Lincolnshire 
North Somerset 
Nottingham 
Peterborough 

Plymouth 

Poole 

Portsmouth 

Reading 

Redcar and Cleveland 
Rutland 

Slough 

South Gloucestershire 
Southampton 
Southend-on-Sea 
Stockton-on-Tees 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Swindon 

Telford and Wrekin 
Thurrock 

Torbay 

Warrington 

West Berkshire 

Windsor and Maidenhead 
Wokingham 

York 


Nigeria 

Pakistan 

Papua New Guinea 
St Kitts and Nevis 
St Lucia 

St Vincent and the Grenadines 
Seychelles 

Sierra Leone 
Singapore 
Solomon Islands 
South Africa 

Sri Lanka 
Swaziland 
Tanzania 

Tongo 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Tuvalu 

Ueanda 

United Kingdom 
Vanuatu 

Western Samoa 
Zambia 

Zimbabwe 


CANADA 


Provinces and territories 


Province 

Alberta (Alta., 

Briush Columbia (BC 
Manitoba Man.) 
New Brunswick .NB, 


Newfoundland and Labrador (Nfld.) 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
Districts 

Antrim 

Ards 

Armagh 
Ballymena 
Ballymoney 
Banbridge 

Belfast 
Carrickfergus 
Castlereagh 
Coleraine 
Cookstown 
Craigavon 

Derry 

Down 

Dungannon 
Fermanagh (Ferm.) 
Larne 

Limavady 

Lisburn 
Magherafelt 
Moyle 

Newry and Mourne 
Newtownabbey 
North Down 
Omagh 

Swabane 


SCOTLAND 
Council areas 
Aberdeen City 
Aberdeenshire 
Angus 

Argyll and Bute 
Clackmannanshire 
Dumfries and Galloway 
Dundee City 

East Ayrshire 

East Dunbartonshire 
East Lothian 

East Renfrewshire 
Edinburgh, City of 
Euean Siar 

Falkirk 


Ontario (Ont.) 
Prince Edward Isalnd (PEI) 
Quebec (Que.} 


Saskatchewan (Sask.) 


Northwest Territories (NWT) 
Nunavat 
Yukon Territory (YT) 


THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF AUSTRALIA 


States and territories 


Stale 

New South Wales 
Northern Territory 
Queensland 

South Australia 
Tasmania 

Victoria 

Western Australia 


Australian Capital Territory 


INDIA 
States and Union Territories 


State 

Andhra Pradesh 
Arunachal Pradesh 
Assam 

Bihar 

Chhattisgarh 


Fife 

Glasgow City 
Highland 
Inverclyde 
Midlothian 

Moray 

North Ayrshire 
North Lanarkshire 
Orkney Islands 
Perth and Kinross 
Renfrewshire 
Scottish Borders 
Shetland Islands 
South Ayrshire 
South Lanarkshire 
Stirling 

West Dunbartonshire 
West Lothian 


WALES 

Unitary Authorities 
Blaenau Gwent 
Bridgend 
Caerphilly 
Cardiff 
Carmarthenshire 
Ceredigion 
Conwy 
Denbighshire 
Flintshire 
Gwynedd 

Isle of Anglesey 
Merthyr Tydfil 
Monmouthshire 
Neath Port Talbot 
Newport 


| Pembrokeshire 


Powys 

Rhondda, Cynon, Taff 
Swansea 

The Vale of Glamorgan 
Torfaen © 

Wrexham 


Goa 

Gujarat 
Haryana 
Himachal Pradesh 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Jharkhand 
Karnataka 
Kerala 

Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Manipur 
Meghalaya 
Mizoram 
Nagaland 
Orissa 

Punjab 
Rajasthan 
Sikkim 

Tamil Nadu 
Tripura 
Uttaranchal 
Uttar Pradesh 
West Bengal 


Union Territory 


Andaman and Nicobar Islands 


Chandigarh 

Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
Daman and Diu 

Delhi 

Lakshadweep 
Pondicherry 


MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 


The list below details the monarchs of England from | YORKS MONARCHS OF BRITAIN AND 
1042 until 1603. Subsequent monarchs Were joint rulers 1461-1483 Bwana THE COMMONWEALTH 
of both England and Scotland following union of the 1483 Edward V STUARTS 
two kingdoms under the Stuarts. From the mid-17th- 1483 -1485 Richard I 1660 1685 Charles II 
century, monarchs also ruled the British Commonwealth. 1685-1688 James II 
| TUDORS CO — Mary II 
94—1 ili 
MONARCHS OF ENGLAND 1485-1509 Hearn Vl ee ni is 
ans 1509-1547 _ Henry VHI Be 
1547-1553 Edward VI 
1042-1066 Edward the Confessor 1553-1558 Mary I HANOVERS 
1066. Harold I 1558-1603 _ Elizabeth I 1714-1727 ____ George I 
1727 1760 George I 
NORMANS er 1760-1820 George III 
1066-1087 William the Conqueror va Vea0sree0 Sear yy 
1087-1100 William II 1603-1625 James I (VI of Scodiand) 1830-1837 William IV 
1100-1135 : Hoe 1625-1649 Charles I 1837 190. Victoria 
1135-1154 ee _. Stephen MO EAS or scent D 
P ae = SAXE-COBURG-GOTHAS 
LANTAGENETS rs 
1306-1329 _________Robert I, the Bruce ears Edward V'll 
1154-1189 Henry Il 1329-1371 __ - David U 
1189-1199 Richard I 1371-1390 Robert II WINDSORS 
eee ; : e H oe 1390-1406 Robert III 1910-1936 GeorgeV 
ig7e-iap7 oo 1406-1437 _ James I 1936 _ Edward VIII 
1307, 1327 Te be ll 1437-1460 —— James I] 1936-1952 es ae i George VI 
7 142 uc ar 1460-1488 _. James Ii] 1952— __ _. Elizabeth II 
1327-1377 Edward IH 1488-1513 James IV 
1377-1399 seme ~ Richard I 1513 1549 - ere a 
15291567 eS Mary, Queeniof Scats 
LANCASTERS 1567-1625 : James VI 
1399-1413 Henry IV 
1413 1422 _ = Henry V 
e220 4612 ee Henry Vil 
THE OLD TESTAMENT THE NEW TESTAMENT 
BOOK ABBREV. BOOK ABBREV. BOOK ABBREV. 
Genesis Gen. Amos no abbrev. Gospel according to St Matthew Matt. 
Exodus Exod. Obadiah _ Obad. Gospel according to St Mark ___ Mark 
Leviticus _ Lev. Jonah noah bre’) Gospel according to St Luke — Luke 
Numbers __ meets ~ Num Micah Mic. Gospel according to St John == _ jem 
Deuteronomy —- oe Deut F Nee : Nah Acts Chithic \DOstl espa a=eenenermes Acts 
Jashi==—— wea oie, Fe sreotieah ae Epistle to the Romans _____ = Rom 
judges ae a — judg, ss 7 Ke First Epistle to the Corinthians _____ . _. Wietie 
Ruth = ——— no abbrev. Zephaniah = Zeph. Second Epistle to the Corinthians 2 Cor. 
First Book of Samuel = —__________ ! Sam. Haggai ~ Hag. Epistle to the Galatians eas 
Second Book of Samuel __________ 2 Sam. Zechariah Zech. Lpasde to the Ephesiaas Lpl 
First Book of Kings —._________. | Kgs. Malachi Mal. Epistle to the Philippians ie.) vik 
Second Book of Kings _—_______ 2 Kgs. Epistle to the Colossians rivet Col. 
First Book of Chronicles —._______ ! Chr. APOCRYPHA First Epistle to the 
Second Book of Chronicles - _2 Chr. Fin oRenkcn Beceas | Esd. Thessalonians —__ = 1 Thess. 
Ez ee ee OAUDTEY, Sa es oF = - 9 Bad Second Epistle to the 
Nehemiah ee Neh, ; ia a ok of Esdras aS Thessalonians —_ - eee 2 Thess. 
Esther ss no abbrev. Tobit pe Ebbrev, First Epistle to Timothy ee im 
Job no abbrev. Judith a no abbrev. Second Epistle to Timothy ee init 
Psalms —s _Ps. Rest of Esther CSC~*é«é@Restt of Eth. iii — ae ts 
Pinte: Eee ee Prov. Wisdom of Solomon — Wisd. Epistle to Philemon — Philem. 
Ecclesiastes ——- —____ Eccles Ecclesiasticus, Wisdom of Epistle to the Hebrews —_____________ Heb. 
Song of Songs, Song of Jesus the Son of Sirach ______. Ecclus., Six. Epistle of James ——_______ - Jas. 
Solomon, Canticles — —— 5. of S., Cant. Bare «2 First Epistle of Peter Fen lets 
i Second Epistle of P. 2 
iit ne Song of the Three Children S. of III. Ch. em : eat oie 
Jeremiah = fae ; First Epistle of John = —_____ | John 
Lamentations __ - Lam. Susie Sn Second Epistle of John ee 2 
Ezekiel Ezek, a acon Bel : Dr. Third Epistle of John —___ _ 3 John 
Weniel __ Dan, Prayer of Manasses..__________ Pr. of Man. Epistle of Jude a Jude 
Heccae ee __ Hos. First Book of Maccabees 1 Mace. Revelation, Apocalypse ——— Rev., Apoc. 
Jol no abbrev. Second Book of Maccabees ._____ 2 Macc. 
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REFERENCE SECTION 


THE LIVING WORLD 


N THE SYSTEM OF CLASSIFICATION used 

by most modern biologists, living things 
are organized into five kingdoms; four are 
shown here, while the fifth appears overleaf. 
The smallest kingdom, in terms of species 
so far identified, is the Kingdom Monera, 
which contains bacteria — single-celled 
organisms that are the simplest forms of 
life. The Kingdom Protista also contains 
single-celled organisms, together with some 
multicellular algae, but their cells are larger 
and more complex than those of monerans. 
Most members of the Kingdom Fungi are 
multicellular, and live by absorbing organic 
matter from their surroundings. All plants 
(Kingdom Plantae) are multicellular, and 
live by photosynthesis. This large kingdom 
contains some 400,000 known species. 


TAXONOMY 


Taxonomy is the science of classification 
of living things. It uses a hierarchy of 
progressively smailer groups, from king- 
dom to species, and organizes living 
things in a way that reflects their 


KINGDOM 

One of the overall categories of life, con- 
taining organisms that share fundamental 
features. 


PHYLUM 
A major grouping within a kingdom; known 
as a ‘division’ in the classification of plants 


| and fungi. 


| CLASS 


A major part of a phylum. For example, 
mosses (Musci) form a class within the 
phylum Bryophyta. 


evolutionary links. This box features 
the principal groups used in classifica- 
tion. In addition to these, taxonomists 
use a number of intermediate groups, 
such as suborders or superfamilies. 


ORDER 
A part of a class, consisting of one or more 
families. 


FAMILY 
A large collection of species that share a 
number of important physical features. 


GENUS 
A narrower group containing a small 
number of species that share many features. 


SPECIES 
A collection of living things that interbreed 
in the wild, producing similar offspring. 


ARCHAEBACTERIA EUBACTERIA 
{archaebacteria) (typical bacteria) 
— a f ACRASIOMYCOTA MYXOMYCOTA SARCISTOMAGOPHORA 
gs: he a Cuy7r ea is (cellular slime (plasmodial slime (amoebae, capa . AP TCOMELERA 
(water moulds) (chytrids) moulds) moulds) flagellates) (ciliates) (apicomplexans) 
CNIDOSPORIDIA CHRYSOPHYTA EUGLENOPHYTA RHODOPHYTA 
(cnidosporidians) (golden algae) (euglenoid algae) (red algae) 
DINOPHYTA BACILLARIOPHYTA PHAEOPHYTA CHLOROPHYTA 
(dinoflagellates) (diatoms) (brown algae) (green algae) 
. : ; 
KEY 


These colours indicate the taxonomic levels 
from kingdom to family - used in the chart. 


| KINGDOM DIVISION 


esd CLASS Lied FAMILY 


THE LIVING WORLD 


BASIDIOMYCOTA 


: : EUTEROMYCOT: 

pele fog mushrooms, aspen , Ca did MycopHycorTa 

puttballs, rusts, smuts ss ; lichens) 

aay ers) » Penicilhum species) ( ) 

ZYGOMYCOTA ” AscoMYCOTA 
(black bread mould, (morels, truffles, 
dung fungi) 
BRYOPHYTA LYCOPODOPHYTA FILICINOPHYTA GINKGOPHYTA stile a 
: (Ephedra, Gnetum, 
(bryophytes) (clubmosses) (ferns) (ginkgo) Welwitschia) 
SPHENOPHYTA CYCADOPHYTA COMIFEROPHYTA ANGIOSPERMOPHYTA 
(horsetails) (cycads) (conifers) (lowering plants) 
HEPATICAE Muscr ANTHOCEROTAE 
(liverworts) (mosses) 
MONOCOTYLEDONEAE DICOTYLEDONEAE 
(monocotyledons) (dicotyledons) 

MAJOR FAMILIES INCLUDE: MAJOR FAMILIES INCLUDE: 
AMARYLLIDACEAE : LILIACAE APIACEAE MAGNOLIACEAE, 
(e.g. amaryllis, daffodil) (e.g. lily, tulip) (e.g, carrot, parsley) (e.g. magnolia, tulip tree) 
ARECACEAE MUSACEAE ASTERACEAE MALVACEAE 
(e.g. coconut palm, date palm) (e.g, banana) {e.g dandelion, sunflower) (e.g. hibiscus, hollyhock) 
BROMELIACEAE ORCHIDACEAE BRASSICACEAE RANUNCULACEAE, 
(e.g. bromelia, pmeapple) (orchids), (e.g. cabbage, turnip) (e.g, buttercup, delphinium) 
CYPERACEAE POAGEAE CUCURBITACLAE ROSACEAE 
(sedges) (c.g. bamboo, wheat) (e.g, cucumber, melon) (c.g. apple, rose) 
TRIDACEAE FABACEAE SALIGACEAE 
(e.g. gladiolus, iris) (e.g. bean, peanut) (e.g. poplar, willow) 
JUNCACEAE LAMIACEAE SOLANACEAE 
(rushes) (e.g. lavender, mint) (e.g. potato, tomato) 
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REFERENCE SECTION 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


ITH OVER 2 MILLION KNOWN SPECIES, the 

Kingdom Animalia is the largest grouping in 
the classification of living things. Its members are 
divided into approximately 30 phyla, which are 
featured on these two pages. Over 95 per cent 
of animal species are invertebrates -- an informal 
term used for any animal that does not have a back- 
bone. Invertebrates include a vast array of varied 
organisms in many different phyla, from sponges 
to insects. Many remain poorly known, and it is 
believed that as many as 10 million species may 
still await discovery. Vertebrates, or animals with 
backbones, form part of the Phylum Chordata. 
Although they total only about 45,000 species, 
they include the largest and most familar mem- 
bers of the animal kingdom, and also ourselves. 


Lh i My 
\ «? (bw \ [ ye 
Vie: \ \ a ee 
{ yr \\ B = 
Cad & 
PORIVERA CNIDARIA PLATYHELMIN [RES NEMATODA MOUuisca ANNELIDA 
(sponges) (cnidarians) (flatworms) (roundworms) (molluses) (true worms) 
ee. BIVALVIA 
HyYDROZOA SCYPHOZOA ANTHOZOA PoryPLaco- GASTROPODA (clams CEPHALOPODA 
(hydras, (jellyfish) (anemones, PHORA (slugs, aitieels (octopuses, 
a ‘5 > 5 
hydroids) corals) (chitons) snails) scallops} _ squid) 
TURBELLARIA =MONOGENEA — TREMATODA CESTODA POLYCHAETA Qupoaiag HIRUDINEA 
(ree-living (parasitic (parasitic (tapeworms) (marine Rae (leeches) 
flatworms) flukes) flukes) worms) TeSD Waters 
worms) 
INSECTA CHILOPODA 
(insects) (centipedes) 
KEY 
Se ae ary 
| | These colours show 
the taxonomic levels =| 
used in the chart. KINGDOM PHYLUM 
SISPUNeRO NT SUPRRGIEASS OhhalSS 
= | = 
i 
= j | 
| 1 SUR RSS IND RACGILASS ORDLR 


Ogg 


OTHER CLASSES: 
PAUROPODA (pauropodans) 
SYMPHYLA (symphylans) 


Dipvoropa 
(millipedes) 


ANURA 
(frogs, toads) 

» APODA 
(caecilians) 
URODELA 

(newts, salamanders) 


MAJOR ORDERS INCLUDE: 

ANSERIFORMES (clucks, geese, screamers, swans) 

APODIFORMES (hummingbirds, swifts) 

APTERYGIFORMES (kiwis) 

CAPRIMULGIFORMES (frogmouths, nighthawks, 
nightjars, ollbirds, potoos) 

CASUARTFORMES (cassowaries, emus) 

CHARADRHFORMES (auks, avocets, coursers, 
gulls, jacanas, lapwings, oystercatchers, 
plovers, skimineys, skuas, smipe, terns) 

CICONHFORMES (bitierns, flamingos, herons, 
ibises, storks, spoonbills) : 

COLIFORMES (mousebirds) 

COLUMBIFORMES (doves, pigeons) 

CORACHFORMES (bee-eaters, hoopoes, 
hornbills, kingfishers, motmots, rollers, todies) 

CUCULIFORMES (cuckoos, hoatzin, turacos) 

FALCONIFORMES (buzzards, eagles, falcons, 
hawks, kestrels, kites, ospreys, secretary birds, 
vultures) 

GALLIFORMES (grouse, partridges, peafowl, 

heasants, turkeys) 
GAVUTFORMES (divers) 


KINGDOM ANIMALIA 


SQUAMATA ; 
(lizards, snakes) CHELONIA | f yaa 
RuvNcHOCEPHALIA —__(teTTapins, tortoises, | (alligators, 
(tuataras) i turtles) crocodiles, gharial) 


GRUIFORMES (bustards, coots, cranes, rails) 

PASSERIFORMES (perching birds, e.g. birds of 
paradise, blackbirds, buntings, crows, finches, 
honeyeaters, larks, shrikes, sparrows, 
starlings, sunbirds, swallows, thrushes, tits, 
warblers, weavers, wrens) 

PELECANIFORMES (boobies, cormorants, 
darters, frigatebirds, gannets, pelicans, shags) 

PICIFORMES (barbets, honeyguides, jacamars, 
puflbirds, toucaus, woodpeckers) 

PONIGIPEDIFORMES (grebes) 

PROCELLARUFORMES (albatrosses, fulmars, 
petrels, shearwaters,) 

PSITTACIFORMES (parrots, ¢.g. cockatoos, lories, 
lorikeets, macaws, parakeets) 

PTEROCLIDIFORMES {(sandgrouse) 

RHEIORMES (rheas) 

SPHENISCIFORMES (penguins) 

STRIGIFORMES (owls) 

STRUTHIONIFORMES (ostriches) 

TINAMIFORMES (tinamous) 

‘TROGONIFORMES (trogons) 


MAJOR ORDERS INCLUDE: 

ARTIODACTYLA (cven-toed hooftd 
mammals, e.g. camels, cattle, 
hippopotamuses, pigs) 

CARNIVORA (carnivores, e.g, bears, 
cats, dogs, hyenas, weasels) 

Ceracea (dolphins, porpoises, whales) 

CHIROPTERA (bats) 

DERMOPTERA (flying lemurs) 

EDENTATA (anteaters, armaclillos, sloths) 

HYRACOIDEA (hyraxes) 

INSECTIVORA (insectivores, €.. 
hedgehogs, moles, shrews) 

LAGOMORPHA (hares, pikas, rabbits) 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


GNATHOSTOMATA AGNATIIA 
(vertebrates (vertebrates 
with jaws) without jaws) 


CYCLOSTOMATA 
(lampreys, 
hagfish) 


MONOTREMATA 
(egg laying mammals, 
©.g PI jatypus, 
spiny anteaters) 


.. - 


+ EUrHERIA — MEvATHURIA 


(ea ( placental (non-placental 
: mammals) ——s marnmals) 
i MARSUPIALS 


(pouched mammals, ¢.1% 
kangaroos, koalas. 
wombats, opossums) 


PERISSODACTYLA (odd-loed hoofed 
mammals, c.g. horses, rhinocerost’s, 
tapirs) 

PHOLIDO'TA (pangolins) 

PINNIPEDIA (sea ions, seals, walrus) 

PRIMATES (prosimians, ¢.g. lemurs, 
larsiers; and anthropoids, c.g. apes, 
humans, monkeys) 

PROBOSCIDEA (elephants) 

RODENTIA (roclents, e.g. beavers, mice, 
porcupines, rats, squirrels} 

SIRENTA (sea cows, e.g, dugong, manatec, 

“TUBULIDEN LATA (aardvark) 


goy 


REFERENCE SECTION 


GEOLOGICAL TIME PERIODS 


SMALL MAMMALS APPEARED 


oie THE EARTH WAS formed from a massive ep Canon 


cloud of dust and gas some 4,600 million 
years ago, layers of igneous, sedimentary, and 
metamorphic rocks have built up on its crust. 
The study of the history and formation of these DINOSAURS BECAME 
layers has given rise to a system of classification pa 
that describes geological time. The largest 
division is an aeon and divisions of the three 


aeons are classified as the Archaean (4,600-2,500 GLOBAL 
ans ; aoe : \ one MOUN FAIN 
million years ago), the Proterozoic (2,500-550 oeene 


million years ago), and the Phanerozoic (550 OCCURRED . 
million years ago to the present). Aeons are then 
broken down into smaller hierarchical divisions — 
eras, periods, epochs, and ages - which provide 
more precseaatime miormation onthe history _jvuraesitunar SORE 
of the Earth. BODIED ANIMALS 
APPEARED 
(e.g. worms and jellyfish) 
GEOLOGICAL HISTORY = 
OF THE EARTH 
SHELEEDIIN VERDE BR ATIES 
APPEARED (e.g, trilobites) 


MARINE PLANTS 
DSU Ta 


LAND PLANTS APPENRIED 
(e.g. Cooksonia) 


EST EDEN 
ORGANISMS 
APPEARED (e.g, 
blue-green 
algae) 


AMPHIBIANS 
APPEARED 
(e.g. Ichthyostega) 


VERTEBRATES APPEARED! ! MORE COMPLEX TYPES 


CORAL REEFS APPEARED (e.g. Hemicyclaspis) OF ALGAE APPEARED 


PORMATION OF THE EARTH 


THE GEOLOGICAL TIMESCALE 


MILLIONS OF YEARS AGO (MYA) 


4.600 3.500 2.900 2,500 1,600 900 550 505 438 
i | | | | | | | | 
ze 
= EARLY MIDDLE LATE : MIDDLE LATE 
a | ARCHAEAN ARCHAEAN ARCHAEAN | PROTEROZOIC | PROTEROZOIC PROTEROZOIC 
a ——eE—EE ' : 
c ARCHAEAN 
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GEOLOGICAL TIME PERIODS 


_ BIRDS APPEARED (e.g. Archaeopteryx) ROPER, 
APPEARED 
(e.g. Mixosaurus) 


t 


JURASSIC: | 


TOIL AND GAS DEPOSITS FORMED 


DINOSAURS FLOURISHED 
| FLOWERING PLANTS APPEARED 
(e.g. Magnolia) 
GOAL-FORMING 
FORESTS FLOURISHED 


HIMALAYAS BEGAN TO FORM 


EARLY 
DESER TIFICATION 
OCCURRED 


\. CONIFERS APPEARED 


LARGE MAMMALS 
APPEARED } 
(e.g. Arsinoitherium) / . 
\ LAST GLACIAL 
PERIOD 
OCCURRED 


G —_ 
COLORADO RIVER / an 


BEGAN TO CARVE OUT i ‘J; IRy. 
tHE GRAND CANYON UPLIFT OF THE / © za = < 
SIERRA NEVADA SiInanwa o & 
BLEED. to kW Wt | | 
w S ic 
MODERN HUMANS APPEARED 4|4|/z)2/2) 3 5 
= Hi Z |Z = = 
Homo sapiens ~) a = hi fs 8 = = 
2/5/5|S\Caetee| = 
~ See | = |e | es ~ 
438 408 360 320 286 248 208 144 a] |° 2 = 
| | | | | | | | 
| MISSISSIPPIAN a 
(North America) G 
CRETACEOUS TERTIARY |QUATERNARY| 3 
PALAEOZOIC (D7 CENOZOIC m4 
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GRAMMAR AND STYLE 


Dictionaries of current English, as distinct from historical 
dictionaries, generally record the language as it is used at 
the time; usage is constantly changing and the distinction 
between right and wrong is not always easy to determine. 
Unlike French — guided by the rulings of the Académie 
Francaise English is not monitored by any single author- 
ity, and established usage is the principal criterion. One 


ACCENT 

1 A person’s accent is the way he or she pronounces words. People 
from different regions and different groups in society have different 
accents. For instance, most people in northern England say path 
with a ‘short’ a, while most people in southern England say tt with 
a ‘long’ a. In America and Canada the r in far and port is generally 
pronounced, while in south-eastern England, for example, it is not. 
Everyone speaks with an accent, although some accents may be 
regarded as having more prestige, such as ‘Received Pronunciation’ 


(RP) in the UK. 


2 An accent on a letter is a mark added to it to alter the sound 
it stands for. French, for example, has 


“ (acute), as in éfat “ (diaresis), as in .Noé/ 
* (grave), as in mere »(cedilla), as in francais 
“ (circumflex), as in guépe 
and German has 
*(umlaut), as in Afiinchen. 


There are no accents on native English words, but many words 
borrowed from other languages still have them, such as facade. 


ADJECTIVE 
An adjective 1s a word that describes a noun or pronoun, €.g. 
red, clever, German, depressed, battered, sticky, shining 
Most can be used either before a noun, e.g. 
the red house 
or after a verb like be, seem, or call, e.g. 


The house 1s red. I wouldn't call him lazy. 
She seems very clever. 


a lazy man a clever woman 


Some can be used only before a noun, e.g. 
the chief reason 
(one cannot say *the reason 1s chief) 


Some can be used only after a verb, e.g. 
The ship ty still afloat. 


(one cannot say *an afloat ship) 


A few can be used only immediately afier a noun, e.g. 
a writer Manqué 
(one cannot say either *@ manqué wriler 
or *as a writer he is manque) 


See also notes at ComP\RATIVE and SUPLRLATIVE. 


ADVERB 
An adverb is used: 
1 with a verb, to say: 
a how something happens, e.g. He walks quickly. 
b where something happens, e.g. / live here. 
c when something happens, e.g. They visited us yesterday. 


d how often something happens, e.g. He usually have coffee. 


2 to strengthen or weaken the meaning of: 
aa verb, e.g. He really meant it Z almost fell asleep. 


b an adjective, e.g. She is very clever. This is a slightly better result. 
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result of this is that English tolerates many more alterna- 
tive spellings than other languages. Such alternatives are 
based on patterns of word formation and variation in the 
different languages through which they have passed before 
reaching ours. The following notes offer guidance on diffi- 
cult and controversial points of grammar usage and style. 
An asterisk (*) denotes an example of incorrect usage. 


c another adverb, c.g. 


It comes off terribly easily. The boys nearly always get home late. 


3 to add to the meaning of a whole sentence, e.g, 

Luckily, 70 one was hurt. He is probably our best player. 
In writing or in formal speech, it is incorrect to use an 
adjective instead of an adverb. For example, use 

Doi properly. and not *Do i proper. 


Note that many words are both an adjective and an adverb, e.g. 
ADJECTIVE 
a fast horse 
along time 


ADVERB 
He ran fast. 
Have you been here long? 


APOSTROPHE ’ 
This is used: 
1 to indicate possession: 
with a singular noun: 
a boy’s book a week's work the boss's salary 

with a plural already ending with -s: 

a girls’ school two weeks’ newspapers the bosses’ salaries 
with a plural not already ending with -s: 

the children’s books women’s literature 
with a singular name: 

Bill’s book 

Barnabas’ (or Barnabas’s) book 


Nicholas’ (o® Nicholas’s) coat 
John’s coat 
with a name ending in -es that is pronounced /-12/: 
Bridges’ poems Moses’ mother 
in phrases using sake; 
Jor God’s sake Jor goodness’ sake sfor Nicholas’ sake 


but it is often omitted in a business name: 


Barclays Bank. 


2 to mark an omission of one or more letters or numbers: 
he’s (he ts or he has) 
can't (cannot) 
won't (zl not) 
the summer of “68 (1968) 


haven't (have not) 
we ll (we shall) 
o clock (of the clock) 


3 when letters or numbers are referred to in plural form: 
mind your p's and q’s Jind all the number 7°s 
but it is unnecessary in, e.g. ALPs; the 1940s. 


AUNILIARY VERB 

An auxiliary verb is used in front of another verb to alter 

its meaning, Maimly, it expresses: 

1 when something happens, by forming a tense of the main 
verb, e.g. 7 shall go. e Was going. 


2 permission, necessity, or possibility to do something, e.g. 
They may go. Jou must go. 
[can't go. Imight go. 
She would go if she could. 


GRAMMAR AND STYLE 


These auxiliaries (and those listed below except be, do, and have) 
are sometimes called modal verbs. 


The principal auxiliary verbs are: 


be have must will 
can let ought would 
could may shall 

do might should 


BRACKETS ()[ ] 

Round brackets, also called parentheses, are used mainly 
to enclose: 

1 explanations and extra information or comment, e.g. 


Congo (formerly Zaire) He is (as he always was) a rebel. 
Thas is done using integrated circuits (see page 38). 


2 in this dictionary, the type of word which can be used with 
the word being defined, e.g. 


crow? ... (of a baby) utter happy cries 
backfill ...refill (a hole) with the material dug out of it 
Square brackets are used mainly to enclose: 
1 words added by someone other than the original writer 
or speaker, e.g. 
Then the man said, ‘He [the police officer] can’t prove I did it.’ 


2 various special types of information, such as stage directions, 


e.g. 
Heptey: Goodbye! [Exit]. 


3 in this dictionary, etymologies, e.g. 
babushka ... [Russian, literally ‘grandmother’] 


CLAUSE 
A clause is a group of words that includes a finite verb. If it 
makes complete sense by itself, it is known as a main glause, e.g. 
The sun came out. 
Otherwise, although it makes some sense, it must be attached to 
a main clause; it is then known as a subordinate clause, e.g. 
when the sun came out 
(as in When the sun came out, we went outside.) 


COLON : 
This is used: 
1 between two main clauses of which the second explains, 
enlarges on, or follows from the first, e.g, 
Tt was not easy: to begin with I had to find the nght house. 


2 to introduce a list of items (a dash should not be added), and 
after expressions such as namely, for example, to resume, to 
sum up, and the following, e.g. 
You will need: a tent, a sleeping bag, cooking equipment, and a rucksack. 


3 before a quotation, e.g. 
The poem begins: ‘Earth has not anything to show more fair’. 


COMMA , 
The comma marks a slight break between words, phrases, etc. 
In particular, it is used: 


1 to separate items in a list, e.g. 
red, white, and blue (or red, white and blue) 
We bought some shoes, socks, gloves, and handkerchiefs. 


2 to separate adjectives that describe something in the same 
way, €.g. 
It is a hot, dry, dusty place. 
but not if they describe it in different ways, e.g. 
a distinguished forergn author 
or if one adjective adds to or alters the meaning of another, e.g. 
a bright red te. 


3 to separate a name or word used to address someone, e.g. 
David, I'm here. 
Well, Mr Jones, we meet again. 
Have you seen this, my friend? 


4 to separate a phrase from the rest of the sentence, e.g. 
Having had lunch, we went back to work. 


especially in order to clarify the meaning, e.g. 
In the valley below, the village looked very small. 


5 after words that introduce direct speech, or after direct speech 
where there is no question mark or exclamation mark, e.g. 


They answered, ‘Here we are.’ 
‘Here we are,’ they answered. 


6 after Dear Sir, Dear Sarah, etc., and Yours faithfully, Yours sincerely, 
etc. in letters. 


7 to separate a word, phrase, or clause that is secondary or 
adds information or a comment, e.g. 


Tam sure, however, that ut will not happen. 

Fred, who is bald, complained of the cold. 
but not with a relative clause (one usually beginning with 
who, which, or that) that restricts the meaning of the noun 
it follows, e.g. 
Men who are bald should wear hats. 
(See note at RELATIVE CLAUSE) 


No comma is needed between a month and a year in dates, e.g. 
in December 1993 


or between a number and a road in addresses, e.g. 
17 Devonshire Avenue. 


COMPARATIVE 


The form of an adjective used to compare two people or things 

in respect of a certain quality is called the comparative. Compara- 
tive adjectives are formed in two ways: generally, short words add 
-er to the base form, e.g. 


smaller, faster, greater. 

Often, the base form alters, e.g. 
bigger, finer, easter. 

Long words take more in front of them, e.g. 
more beauirful, more formative. 


COMPLEMENT 
A complement is a word or phrase that comes after a verb but 
has the same reference as the subject or object, e.g. 

the culprit in The dog was the culprit. 

president in They elected him president. 


CONJUNCTION 
A conjunction is used to join parts of sentences which usually, 
bui not always, contain their own verbs, e.g. 

He found it difficult so I helped him. 

They made lunch for Alice and Mary. 

T waited until you came. 
There are two types of conjunction. Coordinating 
conjunctions (and, or, but) join two equal clauses, phrases, 
or words. Subordinating conjunctions join a subordinate 
clause to a main clause. 


The most common subordinating conjunctions are: 


after like though 
although now tall 

as once unless 
because since until 
before 50 when 
for so that where 
a than whether 
in order that that while 
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DASH — 
This is used: 
1 to mark the beginning and end of an interruption in the 
structure of a sentence: 
My son ~ where has he gone? — would leke to meet you. 


2 to show faltering speech in conversation: 
Yes — well— I would - only you see — it’s nol easy. 


3 to show other kinds of break in a sentence, often where a 
comma, semicolon, or colon would traditionally be used, e.g. 
Come tomorrow — if you can. 


The most important thing is this don’t rush the work. 


A dash is not used in this way in formal writing. 


DEFINITE ARTICLE 
See note at DETERMINER. 


DETERMINER 
A determiner is a word that starts a noun phrase, determining its 
role in relation to the rest of the text in which it occurs. The most 
common determiners are the (sometimes called the definite article) 
and a or an (sometimes called the indefinite article). 4 or an is used 
with a singular noun phrase that is introduced as new information in 
a text; fhe is used with information that is already established (4 man 
came in... 7Ae man went up to Jim) or that is regarded as common 
knowledge (the Moon, the sea). 
Other kinds of determiners are: 

possessive determiners (sometimes called possessive 

adjectives): 

my, your, his, her, its, our, therr. 


demonstratives: 
this, that, these, those. 


DIALECT 

Everyone speaks a particular dialect: that is, a particular type of 
English distinguished by its vocabulary and its grammar. Duferent 
parts of the world and different groups of people speak different 
dialects: for example, Australians may say arvo while others say 
afternoon, and a London Cockney may say I done 7t while most 
other people say / did i. A dialect is not the same thing as an 
accent, which is the way a person pronounces words. 


See also note at STANDARD ENGLISH. 


DIRECT SPEECH 
Direct speech is the actual words of a speaker quoted in writing. 
1 Ina novel etc., speech punctuation 1s used for direct speech: 
a The words spoken are usually put in quotation marks. 
b Each new picce of speech begins with a capital letter. 
c Each paragraph within one person’s piece of speech begins 
with quotation marks, but only the last paragraph ends with them. 


For example: 
Christopher looked into the box. “There’s nothing in here,’ 
he said. ‘It’s completely empty.’ 


2 Ina script (the written words of a play, a film, or a radio or 
television programme): 
a The names of speakers are written in the margin in capital 
letters. 
b Each name is followed by a colon. 
e Quotation marks are not needed. 


d Any instructions about the way the words are spoken or about 
the scenery or the actions of the speakers (stage directions) are 
written in the present tense in brackets or italics. 
For example: 
CurisrorHrr: [Looks into box.| There’s nothing in here. 
It’s completely empry. 
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EXCLAMATION MARK ! 
This is used instead of a full stop at the end of a sentence to 
show that the speaker or writer is very angry, enthusiastic, 


insistent, disappointed, hurt, surprised, etc.,¢.g. — * 
1 am not pleased at all! I wish I could have gone! 
I just love sweets! Ow! 


Go away! He didn’t even say goodbye! 
FULL STOP. 
This is used: 
1 at the end of a sentence, e.g. 
Tam going to the cinema tonight. 
The film begins at seven. 


The full stop is replaced by a question mark at the end of a question, 
and by an exclamation mark at the end of an exclamation. 


2 after an abbreviation, e.g, 


H. G. Wells 
Sun. (= Sunday) 


p.19 = page 19) 
Ex. 6 (= Exercise 6) 


Full stops are not used with: 


a numerical abbreviations, e.g. 
Ist, 2nd, 15th, 23rd 


b acronyms, e.g. 
FIFA, NATO 


c abbreviations that are used as ordinary words, e.g. 
con, demo, recap 

d chemical symbols, e.g. 
Fe, kh, H,O 

Full stops are not essential for: 

a abbreviations consisting entirely of capitals, e.g. 
PVN. JUDY, IBC, JG, 

b C (= Celsius), F (= Fahrenheit) 

c measures of length, weight, time, etc., except for 
in. (= inch), st. (= stone) 


‘ 


~ 


d contractions (i.e. where the last letter is tte same as the 
last letter of the full word), e.g. 

Dr, Revd (but note Rev.), Mr, Mrs, Mme, Mlle, St (= Saint) 
e certain other conventional abbreviations which are not 
directly related to the full word, e.g. 

Hants, Northants 


HYPHEN - 

This is used: 

1 to join two or more words so as to form a compound or single 
expression, e.g. 


mother-in-law non-stick 


This use is growing less common; often you can do without 
such hyphens: 


treelike dressing table 


2 to join words in an attributive compound (one put before a 
noun, like an adjective), e.g. 
a well-known man (but the man is well known) 
an out-of-date list (but the list 1s out of date) 


3 to join a prefix ctc. to a proper name, e.g, 
anti-Darwinian — half-Italian 
non-Brilish 


4 to make a meaning clear by linking words, e.g. 
twenty-odd people or twenty odd people 
or by separating a prefix, e.g. 
re-cover OV recover 
re-present or represent 
re sign or resign 
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5 to separate two identical letters in adjacent parts of a word, e.g. 
pre-exist Ross-shire 


6 to represent a common second element in the items of a 
list, e.g, 
two-, three-, or fourfold 


7 to divide a word if there is no room to complete it at the 

end of a line, e.g. 

... diction- 

OB xs 
The hyphen comes at the end of the line, not at the beginning of 
the next line. In general, words should be divided ai the end of a 
syllable; dictt-onary would be quite wrong. In handwriting, typing, 
and word processing, it is safest (and often neatest) not to divide 
words ai all. 


INDEFINITE ARTICLE 
See note at DETERMINER. 


INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN 
Interrogative pronouns (who, whom, which, what) introduce direct and 
indirect questions: 
What did he say? 
She asked him what he had said. 
Who are you? 
She asked him who he was. 
A question mark is used after a direct question, but not after 
an indirect question. 


INTRANSITIVE VERB 
See note at TRANSITIVE VERB. 


MAIN CLAUSE 
See note at CLAUSE. 


METAPHOR 

A metaphor is a figure of speech that goes further than a simile, 
either by saying that something is something else that it could 
not normally be called, e.g. 


The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas. 
Stockholm, the Venice of the North 


or by suggesting that something appears, sounds, or behaves like 
something else, e.g. 
burning ambition 
the long arm of the law 


blindingly obvious 


NOUN 
A noun denotes a person or thing. There are four kinds: 


1 common nouns (the words for objects and creatures), e.g. 
The red shoe was left on the shelf: 
The large box stood in the corner. 
The plant grew to two metres. 
A horse and rider galloped by. 


2 proper nouns (the names of people, places, ships, institutions, 
and animals, which always begin with a capital letter), e.g. 
Jane USS Enterprise Bambi 
London Grand Hotel 


3 abstract nouns (the words for qualities, things we cannot see 
or touch, and things which have no physical reality), e.g. 
truth absence 
explanation warmth 


4 collective nouns (the words for groups of things), e.g. 
committee squad the Cabinet 
herd swarm the clergy 
majority team the public 


OBJECT 

There are two types of object: 

1. A direct object refers to a person or thing directly affected 
by the verb and can usually be identified by asking the question 
‘whom or what?’ after the verb, e.g, 


The electors chose Mr Smith. Charles wrote a letter. 


2 An indirect object usually refers to a person or thing receiving 
something from the subject of the verb, e.g. 

He gave me the pen. 

(me is the indirect object, and the pen is the direct object.) 

I sent my bank a letter. 

(my bank is the indirect object, and a /etier is the direct object.) 
Sentences contaiming an indirect object usually contain a direct 
object as well, but not always, e.g. 

Pay me. 


‘Object’ on its own usually means a direct object. 


PARTICIPLE 

There are two kinds of participle in English: the present 
participle, which consists of -ing added to the base form of 

a verb, and the past participle, which for most verbs consists 
of -ed added to the base form. 

There are three mam uses of participles: 


1 with de or have to form different tenses: 
She is relaxing. She has relaxed. 


2 to form verbal adjectives: 


a relaxing drnk a leaving present 


3 to form verbal nouns: 
I don’t want your leavings. 


PASSIVE 
A verb in the passive takes the object or person affected by the 
action as its subject. Passive verbs are formed by placing a form 
of the auxiliary verb de in front of the past participle: 

This proposal will probably be accepted. 

Several people were mjured. 

He was hit by a train. 
The passive is often used when the writer does not want to say who 
exactly is responsible for the action in question: 

I'm afraid your ideas have been rejected. 


PHRASAL VERB 

A phrasal verb is a verb made up of an ordinary verb plus an 
adverb or preposition, or both. Give in, set off, take over, and look 
down on are phrasal verbs. ‘The meaning of a phrasal verb can 
be quite different from the meanings of the words of which 

it is composed. 


PHRASE 
A phrase is a group of words that has meaning but does not 
have a subject, main verb, or object (unlike a clause or sentence). 
It can be: 
1 a noun phrase, functioning as a noun, e.g. 

I went to see my friend Tom. 

The only ones they have are too small. 


2 an adjective phrase, functioning as an adjective, e.g. 
I was very pleased indeed. This one is better than mine. 


3 an adverb phrase, functioning as an adverb, e.g. 
They drove off in their car. 
I was there ten days ago. 


POSSESSIVE DETERMINER 
See note at DETERMINER. 
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POSSESSIVE PRONOUN 
A possessive pronoun is a word such as mine, yours, or theirs, 
functioning as subject, complement, or direct or indirect object 
in a clause. 
This one is mine. 
Hers ts no good. 


That one is yours. 


PREPOSITION 

A preposition is used in front of a noun or pronoun to form a 
phrase. It often describes the position or movement of something, 
e.g. under the chair, or the time at which something happens, e.g. 
in the evening. 


Prepositions in common use are: 


about behind into through 
above beside like till 
AacTOSS betiween near to 
after by of towards 
against down off under 
along during on underneath 
among except outside until 
around Jor over up 
as Siom past upon 
at in round with 
before inside since without 
PRONOUN 


A pronoun is used as a substitute for a noun or a noun phrase, e.g, 
He was upstairs. Did you see that? 
Anything can happen now. It’s lovely weather. 
Using a pronoun often avoids repetition, e.g, 
I found fim he was upstairs. 
(instead of J found Fim ~ Fim was upstairs.) 
VW here are your keys? - I've got them. 
(instead of Where are your keys? — [ve got my keys.) 
Pronouns are the only words in English which have different forms 


when used as the subject (/, we, he, she, etc.) and as the object (me, us, 


him, her, etc.). 


See also notes at INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN, POSSESSIVE PRONOUN, REFLENIVE 
PRONOUN, and RELATIVE CLAUSE. 


QUANTIFIER 
A quantifier is a word such as some, all, or enough, used to describe 
the amount of something. Most quantifiers, like numbers, can 
be used either as determiners or with an ‘of the’ structure: 

some dresses Some of the dresses 

enough soap enough of the soap 

all students all of the students 
A few quantifiers are also found before the or a possessive 
determiner: 

all the dresses both her shoes 
QUESTION MARK ? 
This 1s used instead of a full stop at the end of a sentence to 
show that it is a question, e.g. 

Have you seen the film yet? 

You didn’t lose my purse. did you? 


It is mot used at the end of a reported question, e.g. 
L asked you whether you'd seen the film yet. 


QUOTATION MARKS oy 6b” 
These are also called inverted commas, and are used: 


1 round a direct quotation (closing quotation marks come after 
any punctuation which is part of the quotation), e.g. 
He said, “That ts nonsense.” 
‘That, he said, ‘ts nonsense.” 
‘That, however,’ he said, ‘is nonsense.” 
Did he say, ‘That is nonsense? 
He asked, “Is that nonsense?” 
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2 round a quoted word or phrase, e.g. 
What does ‘integrated circuit’ mean? 


3 round a word or phrase that is not being used in its central 
sense, €.g, 
the ‘king’ of jazz 
He said he had enough ‘bread’ to buy a car. 


4 round the title of a book, song, poem, magazine article, 
television programme, etc. (but not a book of the Bible), e.g. 


‘Hard Times’ by Charles Dickens 


5 as double quotation marks round a quotation within a 
quotation, e.g. 
He asked, ‘Do you know what “integrated circuit” means?’ 


In handwriting, double quotation marks are usual. 


REFLEXIVE PRONOUN 
Reflexive pronouns (himself, yourselves, etc.) are used in two ways: 


1 for a direct or indirect object that refers to the same person or 
thing as the subject of the clause: 


They didn’t hurt themselves. He wanted it for himself. 


2 for emphasis: 

She said so herself. I myself do not believe her. 
RELATIVE CLAUSE 
A relative clause is a subordinate clause used to add to the meaning 
of a noun. A relative clause is usually introduced by a relative 
pronoun (who, which, that). 


Restrictive relative clauses are distinguished from non-restrictive 
relative clauses by punctuation. A non-restrictive relative clause 
has commas round it, e.g. 

Please approach any member of our staff, who isis be pleased to help, 


and discuss your needs. 


The shopkeeper who left the commas out turned this into a restrictive 
relative clause, implying that there were other members of staff who 
would not be pleased to help! y 


The relative pronoun whom (the objective case of who) is now used 
only in formal writing. 

The person whom he hit was a policeman. (formal) 

The person who he hit was a policeman. (less formal) 


The relative pronoun may be omitted if it is the object of the 
relative clause: 


The person he hit was a policeman. 


SEMICOLON ; 
This is used: 


1 between clauses that are too short or too closely related to be 
made into separate sentences; such clauses are not usually 
connected by a conjunction, e.g, 

To err is human; to forgive, divine. 
Tou could wait for him here; on the other hand I could watt 
in_your place; this would save you valuable time. 


2 between items in a list which themselves contain commas, if 
it Is necessary to avoid confusion, e.g. 
The party consisted of three teachers, who had already climbed with the 
leader; seven pupils; and two parents. 


SENTENCE 


A sentence is the basic unit of language in use and expresses 
a complete thought. There are three types of sentence, each 
starting with a capital letter, and each normally ending with 
a full stop, a question mark, or an exclamation mark: 


Statement: Jow’re happy. 
Question: /s it raining? 
Exclamation: / wouldn't have believed it! 


GRAMMAR AND STYLE 


A sentence, especially a statement, often has no punctuation at 
the end in a public notice, a newspaper headline, or a legal 
document, e.g. 


Government cuts public spending 


A sentence normally contains a subject and a verb, but may not, e.g. 
What a mess! Where? — In the sink. 


SIMILE 
A simile is a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing 
with another of a different kind, using as or like, e.g. 

The water was as clear as glass. 

Cherry blossom lay like driven snow upon the lawn. 


Everyday language is rich in similes: 


with as: as like as two peas as strong as an ox 
as poor as a church mouse 
as rich as Croesus 

with like: spread like wildfire run like the wind 
sell like hot cakes 


like a bull in a china shop 


STANDARD ENGLISH 

Standard English is the dialect of English used by most educated 
English speakers and is spoken with a variety of accents (see note at 
accent). While not i itself any better than any other dialect, standard 
English is the form of English normally used for business dealings, 
legal work, diplomacy, teaching, examinations, and in all formal 
written contexts. 


SUBJECT 
The subject of a sentence is the person or thing that carries out the 
action of the verb and can be identified by asking the question ‘who 
or what’ before the verb, e.g. 

The goalkeeper made a stunning save. 

Hundreds of books are now available on CD-ROM. « 


In a passive construction, the subject of the sentence is in fact the 
person Or thing to which the action of the verb is done, e.g, 


I was hit by a ball. 
Has the programme been broadcast yet? 


SUBORDINATE CLAUSE 
See note at CLAUSE. 


SUPERLATIVE 

The superlative form of an adjective is used to say that something 

is the supreme example of its kind. Superlative adjectives are formed 
in two ways: generally, short words add -est to the base form, e.g. 
smallest, fastest, greatest. 

Often, the base form alters, e.g. biggest, finest, easiest. 


Long words take most in front of them, e.g, most beauliful, 
most informatwe. 


SYLLABLE 

A syllable is the smallest unit of speech that can be pronounced 

in isolation, such as a, at, fa, or tat. A word can be made up of one, 
two, or more syllables: 


cat, fought, and twinge each have one syllable; 

rating, deny, and collapse each have two syllables; 

excutement, superman, and telephone each have three syllables; 
Amenca and complicated each have four syllables; 
examination and uncontrollable each have five syllables. 


SYNONYM 
A synonym is a word that has the same meaning as, or a similar 
meaning to, another word: 

cheerful, happy, merry, and jolly 


are synonyms that are quite close to each other in meaning, as are 
lazy, indolent, and slothful. 

In contrast, the following words all mean “a person who works with 

another’, but their meanings vary considerably: 


colleague conspurator 
ally accomplice 


TRANSITIVE VERB 
A transitive verb is one that has a direct object, e.g, 
John was reading a book 
(where a book is the direct object). 
An intransitive verb is one that does not have a direct object, e.g. 
John was reading. 
Some verbs are always transitive, e.g. bury, foresee, rediscover; others 
are always intransitive, e.g. dwell, grovel, meddle. Many, as read in 
the examples above, are used both transitively and intransitively. 


VERB 
A verb says what a person or thing does, and can describe: 
an action, e.g. run, hit 
an event, €.g. rain, happen 
a state, e.g. be, have, seem, appear 
a change, e.g, become, grow! 


Verbs occur in different forms, usually in one or other of their tenses. 
The most common tenses are: 
the simple present tense: The boy walks down the road. 

The boy is walking down the road. 
The boy walked down the road. 

The boy was walking down the road. 
The boy has walked down the road. 


The boy will walk down the road. 


the continuous present tense: 
the simple past tense: 

the continuous past tense: 
the perfect tense: 

the future tense: 

Each of these forms is a finite verb, which means that it is in a 


particular tense and that it changes according to the number 
and person of the subject, as in 


Iam you walk 
weare he walks 


An infinitive is the form of a verb that usually appears with to, e.g. 
to wander, to look, to sleep. 


See also notes at PARTIGIPLE, PASSIVE, PHRASAL VERB, TRANSITIVE VERB. 
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